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SESSION 195465 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Saturkhy, 24th September, 1955. 
A Special Meeting of the House of Assembly 

was held at  12 o'clock noon today. 

Present 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker) ; 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, C.B.E., M.D., C.M., 
(iMi.wister of Sock1 Services) ; His Honour Mr. 
A..E. S.  IS, (Depz~ty Speaker) ; Hon. &I. H. Cox. 
(Minister of Commzu~~ati01n.s~ Works and Housimg) ; 
Mr. L. El. SMITH, J.P., (Chairman of Committees) ; 
Mr. F. L. WALOOTT, O.B.E., Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY 
Hon. R. G. MAPP, (~Winister of Trade, Indusltry ama 
Labour) ; Mr. F. C. GODDARD, (Leader of the Oppos- 
itiom~) ; Mr. F. E. -R, Mr. J. A. HAYNES, B.A. 
Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY, Mr. E. St. A. HOIJDEX, Mr. V. 1). 
VAUQHAN, Hon. C. E .  TBLMA, (Ninister of Agricul 
twe, Lands m d  Pishem'es) ; and Mr. J. C. TUDOI~, 
M.A. 

Pragers were read. 

MR. SPEAKER STATES OBJECT OF MEETING 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that I have considered that there is a 
State of Emergency existing. I n  the interest of the 
~ u b l i c ,  having been informed by the Hon. Minister 
of Social Services that he considered there ~houltl  
be a meeting of the House called, I have acquiesced 
to his suggestion and have summoned honourable 
members to consider a Money Resolution which re- 
lates to the State of Emergency. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, did I understanci 
you to say that you have summoned the members 
of this House? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I said that I had acquiesced 
in the suggestion to summon the members of tiit: 
House. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I think that the facilities which 
were put at  the disposal of whoever circulated this 
document, (nobody knows where i t  has come from, 
there is nobody who has signed it,) should hav? 
teen put  a t  your disposal. 

As far  as  this document is concerped, a meeting 
of this House is still to be arranged. I feel that 
this is far  too important a matter for us to hold 

- C 

up, but the same facilities which were put at  tht + 

disposal of whoever sent out this document should 
ha,ve been put  a t  your disposal. I think, that thc 
whole Police Force, the Army or whoever is engaged 
should have been acquired to issue your summons 
to the members of the House to come out. 

I hope that there is no carelessness on the part 
of the House. This is not a summons for this House 
to meet and we are here because we feel that we were 
obliged to come out and give the Government sor;;e 
money to go on with. I am waiting to hear what, 
facilities were given to Your Honour. The p s t a !  
services might have been broken down but this is not 
the way for this House to meet. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister of Social Ser- 
ices contacted me and asked to give my permission 
for a meeting of the House today. An Army officer 
came to me and I instructed him to inform thb 
Minister that he could get in contact with the Clerk, 
and the Gbrarian and Secretary and have the sum- 
mons despatched through the Police Force. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I should like to say 
that everything must be done in  a proper manner; 
there can be no possible excuse in these circumstanceb 
for not being able to summon the House in a proper 
manner. This summons came to me through 
Policeman yesterday and in  the same way that the 
E'oliceman could haeve done that, Your Honour could 
have had a motor car put  a t  your disposal. 

A11 available transportation should have beer; 
put or made available to Your Honour so that  you^ 
could have appended your signature to summon a 
meeting of the House. We have money for tbl; 
purpose; but people who are placed in  authority 
must act in an  emergency to suit the authority which 
they possess. n 

There is absolutely no excuse for what has taken 
place; why is it that none of the motor cars avail- 
able to the Government was sent for you? We 
know that the communications have been  broke^ 
down but the transport  communication^ have no: 
been broken down. We want to be summoned ir. 
the proper manner and i n  the same way as mcmbel~  
are summoned to Government House in Exscutive 
Committee. 

This is purely a matter of the gradual disrespect 
which is shown to the House of Assembly by thosa 
members who feel that it is within their province hjr 
disrespect the House. I have heard remarks being 
made in this House and in  other places and there 
you have honourable members who are grinning and 
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sitting smuggly by. We are here to meet every daj  
!a the year but why could not the Speaker be treated 
in the same way as the Chief Secretary was treated: 
This note says: 

"As a result of the hurricane which occurred 
on Thursday, 22nd September, it has been proposed" 
by whom has i t  been proposed? By the Governor 
"That a meeting of the House should be summone~l 
for 12 noon on Saturday, 24th September." 
12.25 p.m. 

"The Leader of the House has undertaken t . ~  
coii_sult His Honour the Speaker about this. If per- 
mission is granted, i t  is proposed to introduce the 
attached Resolution. " Therefore, M r .  Speaker, this 
was sent before you had seen it. [A VOICE: You 
mean consulted]. This document says that you had 
not been consulted. 

Now' if you have not 'been consulted, what we 
want to say is this: first of all, your signature should 
have been appended. I f  hon. members present bad not 
teen public spirited and had acted in a manner simi- 
lar to that in which they have been treated, there 
would have been no meeting of the House today. 
The matter before the House is of such that anyone 
mould meet to discuss; but in future if you are going 
t*> summon the Legislature and the Speak,er is avail- 
able (considering that the means of getting to him is 
possib1,e) the correct procedure of obtaining his 
signature should be followed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is nothing before the 
I-louse. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMRIINS: Mr. Speaker, 
I have some papers to lay. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I do not 
want to prolong the debate, but I do not think that 
there is one member of this House who, if he knew 
that  we ha,d to meet today, would stay home. I d * ~  
believe i t  is an error; but what I w'ant to say is this : 
we have heard so much about being masters in oltr 
own houses that some people are becoming drunk 
with i t .  If the House was obliged to meet today on 
this Resolution (nine members form a quorui?~) 
and  the Government consisted of nine members, it 
would have been done. I believe that i t  is an over- 
sight. Some people become panicky- 

Mr. SPEAKER : What sort of oversight? 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: That this House has 

not been summoned at  all. I am saying that i t  is 
an oversight. As soon as I got my papers I decided 
that I must attend; but that the House has not 
been summoned is- 

Mr. SPEAKER': I think I told the Deputy 
Speaker that I acquiesced in the suggestion of S U ~ L -  

moning the House; and I said that the Govern- 
ment would have to assist in the summoning. I malr? 
that clear to all hon. members, Government a11;l 
otherwise. 1 acquiesced in the suggestion +of having 
the House summoned and I told the Major how 
to get in touch with members through the staff of the 
House. That was what I did and I could do no more. 

Mr. E. D. M@I"I'LEY: Mr. Speaker, l all1 
being charitable. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want no charity; let that 
be clearly understood. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: What my colleagilt said 
is right. I am merely saying that some people bc- 
come pfanicky at  the slightest provocation. Actually. 
in  your words, Mr. Speaker, you delegated the auth- 
ority which rests with you and suggested the mean< 
by which the House could be summoned. Hence, not 
merely as a politician, but as a school teacher (yoli 

I hat has been written here re the Leader of the 
House etc., you will agree with me that even the 
means to summons members were not carried out. 
I do not want to waste any time about it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is obvious that the meafis 
have not been carried out. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Well, Your Honour, 
having intimated- 

Nr. SPEAKER: Not intimated; it is obvious. 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEX: Those persons to whom 

you intimated the means to carry it out should have 
said in their own language that the Speaker has 
agresd to so and so. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But I said just now that the 
means have not been carried out. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I agree with you; but 
J do not want you to think that I am dispensing any 
charity. However, I am going to be as charitablp 
as this: every one knows that a t  present the Hon 
Ministers would be somewhat overworked and over- 
strained; and I am glad to say that this is why YOU 

should have competent people to staff the Ministries. 
If it had come from the honourable Leader of the 
House, there should have been somebody in there to 
tell him how i t  should be worded. 

No one is accusing the Hon. Minister of any- 
thing. After all, he is not expect6d to do every- 
thing himself. I t  is a strain on them now; but T 
must a'gree with my colleague. You have to have 
some people in that office with some common sense. 
I know that in this particular Ministry you have 
one of the best if not the best of all men; the ablest, 
most mannerIy, up-to-date and everything else; T 
pm referring to Mr. Charles Springer; and I say 
that something must have happened for the Minister 
to act like this. 
12.35 p.m. 

I would just like to say this: do things how- 
ever you like; we are here to do this business in the 
interest of the people. We are not satisfied to comc 
in here and let the Minister talk about laying pap- 
crs and doing this and that. 1 do not think you 

do such a thing. 
Afr. SPEAKER: The hon. member should not 

worry himself about that. I am here CO take care of 
that. The papers that axe to be laid concern thls 
matter. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTbEY: I object to the laying 
of any papers. Ministers should not take advantage 
of members of this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is out or 
order. He is absolutely wrong. Any matter un- 
related to this emergency 1 am not allowing. The 
papers to be laid concern this matter. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: You are wrong. The). 
should lay a t  all. (Laughter) Let them 
laugh. I do not work at them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There can be no House with- 
out Order. Hon. members must remember that they 
have to obey the Rules of the House. you  cannot 
coix~ider anything for the people mless you firs@ 
have order. IF I say hon. members are disorderly, 
that will be just telling the public that they did nc.t 
intend to do t-heir business. 

PAPE'RS LAID 

Eon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, on behalf 
of the Hon. Premier, I am commanded to lay Mes- 
sage No. 26/1955 from His Excellency the Actiry 
Gcvernor to the Honourable the House of Assem ~ were once in that position) would agree that My informmg the Honourable Rouse of the declara- 

I this House was not summoned at  all. Therefore, tion of a state of emergency. The &1essage rmds as 
l Mr. Speaker, with the greatest respect, considering follows :- 
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MESSAGE No. 26/1955. 

His Excellency the Acting Governor 
To 

The Honaurabls the House of Assemb13 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Under what Rulc call 
they not be laid? 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT; Under the Emergency 
Powers Act. The Act says that you must bring the 
Emergency Powers Orders in within so many days 

His the Actkg Governor has the 
honour to inform the Honourable the Housa of 
Assembly that the hurricane pf the twenty-secoa,l 
day of lg55, in severe damage 
to property, and in loss of life. 

I n  consequence thereof it appeared to the Gov- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee that a state of emer- 
gency had arisen. Accordingly by a Proelan?.ittion 
made the twenty-second day of September, 1955, 
pursuant to the provisions of section two of the 
Emergency Powelms Act, 1939, I have declared that 
state of Emergency exists. 

A copy of the Proclamation is attached for ill- 
h formation. 

R. N. TURNER, 
Acting Governor. 

Government House, 
Barbados, 

24th September, 1955. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: On behalf of thg Premier, 
I am commanded to lay Emergency Powers (Hurri- 
cane) Orders, 1955. 

Mr. F. L. WAlhCOTT : Mr. Speaker, I rise on 
L point of Order. The Honourable Leader of this 
~ o u s e  has just laid a paper dealing with Emergency 
Powers. That is something of a different chalaclel 
to wha,t we have come here to deal with. 

We are here to deal with a Resolution to  gralll 
the sum of $200,000 to meet expenditure in connect- 
tion with Hurricane Relief. SO far  as Emergency 
Powers Orders are concerned, you will find them 
contained in the Emergency Powers Act. Section 
sub-section 2 says that where an emergency has beell 
made, the occasion thereof shall forthwith be COLI- 

lilunicated to the Houses of the if 
the H~~~~~ of the ~ ~ ~ i ~ l ~ t ~ ~ ~  are then by 

+ adjournment or prorogation as will not 
!vithin five days, a proclamation shall be issued for 
the meeting of the Legislature within five days anJ  
the Legislature shall accordingly meet and sit upoil 
the day appointed by that proclamation, and shall 
continue to sit and act in like manner as if i t  hae 
stood adjourned or prorogued to the same date 
That is to say you must bring these Em?rgeiicy 
Orders to the 'Legislature and if Legislature dots 
not rescind them, they become the law of the land. 

HOW can the Hon. Minister give notice of thesc 
Emergency Powers Orders today when he knows 
cannot deal with them today? The Emergency Paw 
ers Orders have to be approved by this Chamber 
They can be made and can go into operation fron- 

A the date they are made but as  soon as the Legisla- 
ture meets, we must sit and approve of them. 

d What the Hon. Minister is now doing is illform 
ing the House that Emergency Powers Orders exist 
and these are the Orders which exist. We canno 
digcuss them today, and I am suggesting that if the) 
are laid they must be laid at  a time when we caic 
discuss them. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS : There is nothing wronp 
in laying them. 

Mr. F. WALCOTT: You cannot lay some 
thing which we are not going to discuss today. i 
repeat: the notice which I received was for the pur- 
pose of dealing with a  solution to place the sulE: 
of $200,000 at the disposal of the fJoveronr-in 
axecutive Committee to expenditure in cnn 

Y nection with Hurricane Relief. 

therefore, i t  means we will have to discuss them: 
because after they are laid for a couple days they 
tecome law. we are not summoned to deal witrl 
them. You have an Emergency Meet 
ing to deal with them. Why did you not put dowr 
the two things to be dealt with a t  this specia: 
meeting. 
12.45 p.m. 

These Powers are made under the Emergency 
l'owers Act, 1939, and it says that where a pro- 
clamation of has been made the hgis la -  
ture should be given notice of i t .  We will have $0 
bb'e Summoned in order to consider these Regulations. , 

The reason which has been given for this meeting 
today has been stated in this note which is appelided 
to the Resolution for $20;0,Wo. 

As f a r  as I am concerned I am not against deal- 
ing with the Emergency Orders, but what I want 
to know is this: we are not going to be permitted 
to deal with these Emergency Orders and the Act 
qays that these Orders shall be laid before the Leg- 
islature as  soon as may be after they are ~nade. alld 
shall not continue in force after the expiration of 
seven days from the time when they are so laid unless 
a resolution is passed by both Houses pmvidilx for 
the continuance thereof. With this Act before therr. 
why did they sit down in Executive Committee, 
agree to have this meeting and not inform t!lc 
I,e,ajslature that they are sending down these Orders? 

Mr. SPEAKEE:  Nothing in the Act has any 
suggestiolls about that. 

M, F. L. WALCOTT : The Act ws : C C Any 
Orders so made shall be laid before the hgislature 

soon as may be after they are made and shall not 
co'ltillue ill force after the expiration of seven days 
f ~ o m  the time they are so laid unless a Resolution is 
passed by both Houses providing for the continuance 
thereof.7' 

Yon are allowing that period for the purpose of 
getting the approval of the Legislature. I want to 
draw to your attention, Mr. Speaker, that there must 
be consistency regards rulings. I am quoting  you^ 

ruling; on the last occasion we met under similar cir- 
cvmstances Your Honour ruled that you were not 
allowing anything to be dealt with other than the 
1:latter for which the House had been summoned. You 
cannot bv any amount of elasticity say that  the 
E:liiergency Powers ~ c t  of 1939. [ASIDES]. If you 
nil1 take time and consider these matters-- 

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member must address 
the Chair. 

Nr. F'. L,. WTALCOTT: The asides must not be 
so loud. I am sure that you will assist me in saying 
that the asides should not be so loud as to attract 
the rnemlber who is speaking. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  But the hon. member musk 
p, out of his way to answer them. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am sorry for that. As 

I was saying sir, you cannot summon the House for 
a specific purpose and then when the House meet you 
take the opportunity to deal with something with 
m'nich the House should not deal. 

My only contention is that if you are permitting 
these Emergency Orders to be laid, the TAeaislatllre 
1':ust be in a p ~ i t i o r i  to  d iscus  those Emergency 
Orders today. That happens in Great Britain; four 
inonths ago there was an  emergency and the Orders 
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i \\ere laid in the Llegislature and the members were 
able to deal with them. 

Why should the Government want to bring in 
1 Emergency Orders today unless they are prepared to 
1 lay these Orders to-day when we are not able to dis- 

cuss those Orders and agree to them or disagree with 
them. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I think the hon. member has 
mentioned all the points he wants to make. I have 
rc-read what has been circulated by the Hon. Leader 
of the House [Mr. E. D. MOTTLIEY: It does not 
my so.] Well I can only presume that it has come 
irom him and I think that that is a reasonable pre- 
s rmption. 

I n  connection with the point raised by the hon. 
junior me*ber for s t .  Peter as regards the laying of 
Papers, I will not any discussion on those 
Measures; therefore 1 will not d o u *  this Order to be 
laid, [Cheers] although we must of necessity deal 
with the other Measure. 

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
say that whatever inconvenience hon. members might j have quffcred i t  is nothing in comparison with the 
inconvenience which t'he people in the different are& 
of this island are suffering. We have let ourselves 
&own as hon. on many occasiom; and if an 
error shows u p  itself now, I feel that the Emergency 
situation through the island is passing at the 
>resent time deserves that we should overlook i t .  
[VOICES : Hear! Hear !] [MEMBERS : Even 
Allder !] 

Whatever papers the Government might have 
pertaining to this catastrophe through which we have 
passed, let them handle them. Even if the procedure ' 
in conllection with the Emergency Regulations has 
been overlooked, inasmuch as i t  is bound up with the 

4 1,resent &uation in this colony, let us overlook such 1 a thing and get ahead with the Itesolution and set up 
i' 
l our District Committees so that the people can get 
3 immediate relief. (Cheers). 
I Mrs. BOUR>NE: Mr. Speaker, the honourable 

minutes. I repeat that our aim should be to t ry to 
assist those who are suffering. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I think i t  is  
within my right, with great respect to Your Honou,  
to ask under what rule are members of the Govern- 
ment not permitted to lay Papers when this House 
meets? 

I say that for this reason: for all the years tuat 
I have been a member of the House, and even before 
I was a member of the House, no meeting of the 
House has been held without some papers being laid. 
1 am surprised to hear some honourable members 
Say that this House was not summoned. [A VOICE: 
Do not talk that.] 

Long before I was a member of this House I 
have always seen the ordinary routine of the Hous; 
to be something like this: that is to say, your papers 
are laid and it 'S clearly stated that 
YOU are only wing  to discuss the particular matter 
for which the House has been summoned. It ha+ 
never been known in the history of this House that 
on such occasions no paper should be laid. I should 
like to find out under what Rule are we prohibited 
from laying a paper. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  There is no parliament that I 
have ever heard of that is not guided by Rules. 9 n d  
parliament is not guided by Rules alone, but also 
by 'Jmges and precedents; unless the Parliament of 

is about to make itself an  exception. 
I have been given to wtderstand that by a former 
parliamentarian and Clerk of this House. 

I n  the early days of my Speakership, there wa.j 
a similar occasion when I sought his advice and h? 
said that when a special meeting had been qummoned, 
;japers were not laid. I have been so guided by that 
pasliamentarian on former occasions and 1 intend 

be guided by what 1 regard as a precedent. 
have their precedents. I have made 

a ~ ~ d  mljng can only be challenged 
on substantive motion. 

1 
member who has just sat down said-- 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order. 
Mrs. BOURNE: Mr. Speaker, i t  is true that I 

arrived late; but my being late was due to the fact 
that I have been all over the district trying to assist 
-[Mr. P. L. WALCOTT: Are you the only one who 
has been assisting?] Mr. Speaker, should I be inter- 
rupted by the hon. member? Sir, what I have heard 
spoken by honourable members since I came in here, 
in my opinion, just shows the type of mentality of 

l those who have been speaking. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member ~hould  1 be careful. 
Mm. BOURNE: I am sorry, sir, if I have said 

1 anything offensive to Your Honour. 

a Mr. SPEAKER,: I am only reminding the hon- 

t 
ourable member not to make any personal reference 
to other honourable members. 

4 Mrs. BOURNE: Howerer, I think that what 
4 
h we should have been doing here this afternoon is to 

1 try to give as much help as we can to the suffering 
8 people of Barbados. Instead of coming here at 

i twelve o'clock and wasting all this time, perhaps we 

1 should have passed this Resolution in fifteen or 
twenty minutes and each and every one of us would 

3 
4 
1 

be out doing our duties. We should forget every mis- 
1 take. 

The members of the Government are all human 
beings; and if they have made a miytake i t  might 
be overlooked under the circumstances. I t  is our 

1 duty to t ry  and assist the people instead of coming 
1 here and wasting time in  debating something that 
! should only take, as I said just now, fifteen or twenty 
I 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Speaker, despite all that 
has been said I think tha,t the House is the supreme 
guide to its own affairs. When any Minister finds 
himself in difficulty, there is a simple thing which 

can do; that is, he can make a motion that so 
and SO should be discussed, and if that motion4 js 
carried by a majority, nothing can prevent this 
matter from being discussed. 

Mr. i@IbLER : Mr. Speaker, honourable mem- 
bers of the House are SO jittery that I am just asking 
that we should put aside personal r ec r imins t i~n~  
and get down to the business before us. 

I should like just to ask that the House h* free 
to discws any matter including the Emergelicy 
Powers as long as it is related to the Resolutior, for 
the $200,000. I am simply asking that they put 
aside any personal feelings. 

Like human nature in emergencies such as this, 
one is inclined to get jittery and want to do every- 
thing in one moment. But I should like to ask that 
although i t  is rather nice to be very immrtant, 
there are occasions when we are bound to realise 
that i t  is equally important to be nice. There are 
also occasions, such as today when we learn things 
which we never expected. 

Mercy has never been strained. There are those 
who are regarding us with some concern of their 
misery; that is why I should like to ask honourable 
members to deal with the Resolution immediately. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Pour  Honour, I heard you 
state not long ago that we abide by usages 
precedents. I agree with you that we abide by 
clsages and precedents, but with an  exceptioil. 
Sometime last month when the question was raisecl 
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b y  the honourable junior member for the City that 
no papers should be laid, i t  was argued that on all 

,- such occasions whenever the House was summoned 
Papers were laid just as  usual, and that is why ; 
am protesting. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I speak with 
great feeling, T think that this is the first time in 
the life of all of us that  we have experienced a 
catastrophe such as this. I do not think any hon- 
-ourable member in  his life time has ever experienced 
anything like this. I should like to make an appeal 
to the House-[Asides] Mr. Speaker, I cannot hear 
myself. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Is the honourable member 
getting m interruption from somewhere ? 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I am making a n  appeal to 
the public spiritedness of honourable members. 

[Asides.] 
1.05 p.m. 

# Mr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Speaker, I rise on a 
point of order. What is 'before the House? 

Mr. SPEAKER : Absolutely nothing. 
HON. R. G. MAPP: I take it, sir, that you 

have ruled; but I rise just to say that all the Emer- 
gency Powers Act says is that the Orders shall be 
laid in  five days. If what the hon. member is pro- 
testing is that- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have made a ruling: I will 
allow no more comment. 

Mr. 1,tEWIS: Mr. Speaker, why should the hoi~.  
senior member for St. Aiidrew criticise hon. mem- 
kers for merely drawing something to your attention. 
;Ton. members over on this side are most anxious to 
get on with this business. Were i t  left to the hon. 
senior+member for St. Andrew and the hon. senior 
member for St. John, there would be no meeting 
today to vote this money because they came here 
long after the time when the meeting was sum- 
moned. 

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact 
that the hon. junior member for the City has men- 
tioned my name, allow me to assure him that even 

4 although he might have come before my arrival here. 
yet he has done les:. 

Mr. SPEAKER,: Will the hon. member desist 
from saying anything more ? 

Mr. ALLDER: The hon. member is only wast- 
jug time about rules. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Will the Hon. member desist? 

GOVERNMENT NOTICE 
Hon. Dr. CUMM3NS: Mr. Speaker, on behalf 

.of the Hon. Premier, I b'eg to give notice of a R@olu- 
tion to place the sum of $200,000 a t  the disposal of 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee to meet ex- 
penditure in connection with hurricane relief. 

I would just like to say before there is any dis- 
4 1 cussion that the R,esolution was first for the sum of 

$100,0~00, but just before we came here, we had 

)L. 
another meeting of the Executive Committee and 
we decided to increase the sum to $210,00. 

RULES 88 AND 89 SUSPENDED 
Hon. Dr. CUM;MINS : I f  necessary, Mr. Speaker, 

1 am moving that Rules 88 and 89 be suspended in 
order to proceed with this Resolution in  all its 
stages today. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to  second that. 
The questioa was put md resolved in the af-  

jirm,ative without division. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 

-Y 
wove that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and 

tLe House go into Committee of Supply to deal with 
this resolution of which notice has just been given. 

l-Ton. M. E.  COX: I beg to second that. 
Tlze questiom was put and resolved in  the affirm- 

(:dive without divisiom. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair and the House went 
znto Committee of Xupplv, Mr. Smith being in tha 
Chair. 

Itesolution for $200,000 for Hurricane Rdief 

Hon. Dr. CUMMlNS : Mr. Chairman, this Re& 
olution is for the sum of $200,000 to meet expendi- 
ture in  connection with Hurricane Relief. It s p e a k  
for itself. Apparently, some hon. members do not 
know we have an  emergency. [Mi.  LEWIS:  Do 
not talk nonsense now.] I am just copying from 
;c ou. 

dq 1 was saying. Mr. Chairman, this $200,000 is 
for the purpose of granting immediate relief in the 
present emergency. Hon. members ought to remember 
that fi100;bOU was set aside to be invested abroad for  
such a purpose as  this. It is proposed that this Gov- 
ernment will want $200,000 a t  once to proceed with 
immediate belief; and when the emergency is over 
and we know then how much has been spent, then we 
mill withdraw that amount from the fund that is 
invested abroad. At this stage, when we are not sure 
how much we will need, i t  has been agreed that 
$200,1000 should 'be advanced. 

As 1 have said before, the Resolution which was 
circulated a t  first was for the sum of $100,00 but this 
morning the Executive Committee met and decided 
that the situation as regards housing and the 
restoring of them needs some immediate attention 
and agreed that the sum should be increased by 
another $100,000. The first $100,000 is for  clothing 
and feed. I beg to move that this Resolution do now 
pass. 

Mrs. BOURNE: I beg to second that. 
Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I thought that 

thle Government through their Departments would 
have 'been in the position to have given this House 
a much clearer indication of the damage caused by 
the hurricane to this island. So far, we have been 
told nothing; but perbaps, i t  is presumed that we 
should know for ourselves. 

I know of the damage which has been done to the 
parish of Christ Church but I do not know for  all the 
other parishes. 

m e r e  is much damage done in  Christ Church. 
That part of the island has been the most devastated 
and the damage has been so great that it would be 
WTOng for the Government to come down for a sum 
like this which I consider to be a pittance. It is much 
too small to talk about reconstruction. If  the Govern- 
ment had said that they have come for $200,000 but 
that they do not know the exact extent of the damage, 
'Jut that this is something to get on with immediate 
re!ief, that would be, all well and good; 'but that  has 
not been stated. 
1.15 p.m. 

When devastations like this take place we have 
always given assistance to other colonies; and if we 
make very light of the damage which has been done 
here, or if we underestimate the damages done to 
this island, we will be the sufferers for it. Ycu will 
see now that there are hundreds of houses which 
have been damaged in the paxish of Christ Church; 
there are damaged, very many houses the remains 
of which, if you can find them,will not make new 
dwellings. That, I hope, the Government knows- 
!Hon. Dr- H. G.  H. CUMMINS: We know that.] 
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I f  you know that, then you should say that this is 
just a beginning. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I said that tht. 
needs immediate attention and that is just 

a beginning. 
Mr. GODDARD: I am very glad I got him to 

make that statement because I did not hear him 

1 quite clearly. [Hon. Dr. H. G. H.  CUMMINS : Well 
I say that.] I am not here to make capital out of the 
1 suffering of the people; I want to see the Govern- 

ment moving as quickly as possible to give immedl- 
ate aid to those people who have no shelter. 

There a,re hundreds in  Christ Church who are 
in  homes other than their own and I know that thp 
distribution of food alone will absorb a large part 
,of this money. I think that the people should know 
the position clearly and let them help themselves ac 
much as possible; but let them- know that the GO..- 
ernment is behind them in  the re-construction of 

I their homes. 
I hope that all the Ministries will be put to work 

on this matter and drop the other things; let their 
contemplate on the people who are homeless. I an. 

B thankful for this $200,000 but do not let them think 
5 that this amount will go anywhere near the re- 
! construction of districts which I have seen. 
i Hon. M. E. COX : Mr. Chairman, perhaps a 

word from me at  this stage might prevent a very 
lengthy debate. The Hon. Leader of the Cfppositiw 
has referred to the amount which the Government I proposes in this Resolution as a mere pittance ic; 

E so f a r  as the re-construction of houses is concerned. 
3 

1 I should like to say here and now that this is not 
i Resolution for the rebuilding of houses; this is :> 

i Resolution, a part of which is for the rehabilitation 
1 

of the houses. 
What me have agreed to, and what I believe is 

4 

in  active force, is for the Public Works Department 
and the Manager-Secretary of the Housing Board 
to take immediate action by getting certain suppliliz- 
of lumber, galvanize and so on; and there will 
two organising departments. One will be responsi- 
ble for one half of the building and the otller re- 

1 

l sponsible for the other half; they will get ~ o r k m e : ~  
from all over the island and get these houses put 

l 
l back in order in as quick a time possible so a.; 

l to relieve the situation. 
I We will get as much materials as possible and 
1 lorries will go to the various villages and we will re 

construct houses so that the people can be relieved 
as quickly as possible. As regards those houses whicb 
cannot be re-constructed, that is something which ha: 
to be considered and dealt with after a propzr sur- 
vey has been made, and the Government is able to 
see whether it will cost "X" dollars for rebuilding 
these houses. 

The question will also arise as to whether the 
houses should be rebuilt of wood or whether they 
should be of a more permanent structure. I just want 
to point out a t  this stage that since this catastroph~ 
took place, all efforts have been made on the w r t  of 
the Government to see that the people are made as 
comfortable as possible. 

We have done everything possible in  connection 
with the food situation and we are still appealing 
to the people to assist in  giving of their best to makn 
these people a s  comfortable as they can be made; 
but I would like to emphasise that work has already 
been started on the reconstruction of the houses. 
A number of houses which were removed from the 
slum areas to the Pine have been either blown dowi~ 
or  damaged, and about 2 o'clock on the evening of 
the hurricane there were about four of one 
hundred of those houses standing. I 
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I got into contact with the Manager-Secretary 
of the Housing Board and he immediately responded 
to the situation, and now there may be only four 
houses to be re-erected. Yesterday afternoon I noticed 
that quite a number of houses were re-erected 
and a number of persons had moved into their 
houses. 

I think i t  would be better in the circumstances 
to have an  island wide organisation set up in  so  fa^ 
as the rehabilitation of these houses is concerned; 
and we agreed that the two Departments ( the 
Housing Board and the Public Works) should take 
charge of the rehabilitation of these people. 

From our experience on the last occasion, tht 
wheeTs of the Parochial Authorities cannot move a s  
quickly as we would like them to move; and we 
have agreed to get the PuMic Works Department 
and the Housing Board to go throughout the island 
and get these people back in  their houses as quickly 
as possible. 
1.25 p.m. 

I agree with what the hon. junior member for 
Christ Church has said about people helping them- 
selves. We hav'e stressed that ~ o i n t .  We have also 
made the appeal to those whose houses can be put 
back and who are in a position to do so, not to wait 
7, :lolly and solely on the Government; because during 
that time they will still 'be suffering considerable 
ii~convenience. That is why we are appealing to 
them wherever possible to get their houses up as 
quickly as possible and not to wait on the Govern- 
ment. 

No doubt this is a very great calamity; thousands 
of houses are down many of which cannot be re- 
habilitated because of 'being too old; and that is 
another reason why we have appealed to them. In  
,addition to that, there is the question of employing 
carpenters all of whom are not readily available to 
c u r y  out the work of reconstruction and repair. 

So far as this Resolution is concerned, part of 
this money will be placed a t  the disposai of two 
departmments: the Public Works Department and the 
Housing Board. The island will be divided into two 
~cctions; each section will have its own head and 
rach head will work as quickly as possible in the 
various areas. That is as fa r  as I can go. 

I must emphasise again that where the con- 
struction of honses is concerned, I think hon. mem- 
hers will readily agree that from our own experience 
1:o\v we should concentrate upon permanent struc- 
tnre. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. junior member for 
St. Peter. 

Mr. F. In. WALCOTT : Mr. Chairman- 
Mr. LEWIS: I am sorry to interrupt the hon. 

member, but the Minister has criticised certain things 
and he has not given due atbention to the fact that 
many of us are tryin... to be helpful. 

On a previous occasion i t  was ruled (by Mr. 
Qeaker's direct ruling) that a non rnemljer of the 
Executive Committee could not initiate or second 
the motion for the passing of a R~esolutio~ for a 
Money Vote and I am drawing to your attention that 
this has hapened today. It would have been a good 
idea if all the information that the hen. senior 
member for St. Michael had, had been circulated. 

Mr. Chairman, I am drawing your attention to 
the fact that a non-member of the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - i ~ -  
Executive Committee has the motion for 

nassing of a Money vote. ~~t them put it in 
cl*der n0.R.. do not wait until it is dug out of them. 

Mr. F. 1). WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I believe 
- that that was the occasion when to the feminine 

~xu'%vancf?, the hon. senior member for St. Andrew 



i t  upon h'erself to pick up the fire-rage of some- 
b ~ d y  sx, as to chastise us. But we are always chari- 
table to the weaker sex; and even if she were mis- 
taken we have to pardon her since someone could 
have advised her in  the right thing. 

Mrs. BOURhNE : Mr. Chairman, in view of the 
fact that I am not a member of the Government, 
1 beg to withdraw my seconding of the motion. As 
regards making any reference to the hon. member I 
wish to say that he also told me to say things which 
J had no right to say. 

Hon. M. El. COX: I beg to second the motion. 
Mr. F'. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman,- 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. senior member for 

Et. Andrew has asked leave to withdraw her second- 
ing of the motion. [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: There 
is nothing to w5thdraw.I 

There being nlo objection leave ws grmted the 
how. member. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: Mr. Chairman, I respectfully 
beg to second the motion for the passing of this 
&solution. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, now that 
that motion has been seconded I can proceed. The 
hon. senior member for St. kndrew has made state- 
r.lents which she must withdraw with dignity. That 
is to say, she has said that when I was a member 
of the Executive Committee. 

Mr. CHA1R)MAN : The hon. member did not call 
 our name. 

Mr. F.-L. WAIiCOTT: I was the only one speak- 
ing here this afternoon on this side of the House 
\:;l10 was a member of the Zxecutive Committee; 
aqd I am saying that that implies that when I was 
a member of the Executive Committee I brought out 
pcrets  and told them to her. She has said that I 
told her to say things which she had no right to say. 
TMr. E. D. MOTTLEY: It may have been things 
ebout her husband.] 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Are you objecting to the 
remarks used by the hon. senior member for St. 
Andrew ? 

Mr. E". L. WALCOTT: They are saying that I 
should have objected the moment she said SO. But the 
hon. member speaking, usually has to sit dourn 
before another member rises to object. I wanted to 
regularise the proceedings, if you can appreciate 
my point. [A VOICE: Will you sit down?] 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Chairman, I have heard 
the hon. junior member for St. Peter referring to 
lile hon. senior member for St. Andrew1 as "she" 
2nd "she". I do not know whom he means. I 
think that the proper way of addressing any ho11. 
member of this House is the "hon. member for so. 
and-so. " 

Mr. F. L, WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I iicvpA 
knew that i t  was unparliamentary to use a pronoun 
in speech. I may say that thnt gender would have 
been appropriately applied to other memb'ers. Maybe 
it is appropriate to the hon. junior member for St. 
John. [Mr. MILLER.: Mr. Chairman, I want to 
know what is the meaning of all this talk about 
genders; whether it is neuter gender or what?] 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. junior mem- 
ber for St. George behave himself. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I have 
obeyed your ruling. 

Mr. CRIAWF'OF;D: Mr. Chairman, if I may 
intervene in this deljate, T may say that i t  has de- 
generated to the point where we should do some- 
thing about it. T am eoing to make a motion that 

should ad7ourn for five minutes Mr. WALCOITT: 
That is out of Order.] We should report progress 

a t  this stage, asli the Speaker to resume the Chair, 
a h o u r n  for five minutes and come back to the 
House in  an  entirely different mood. This is aot  the 
proper mood in which to conduct the business 
before us. 

Hon. members cannot hear themselves, and the 
whole Assembly corresponds to the atmosphere of a 
pu'blic market. We have not come here to waste 
time. I am going to move that you report progress 
with leave to sit again. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I think that the hon. 
member is out of Order. You asked me just now 
tc wait. 
1.35 p.m. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am asking the hon. junior 
member for St. Peter to listen for one moment to 
the Chair. I am appeafing to you to be as calm ar, 
possible in this matter and not to carry it to the 
length which you may feel that you should carry 
it. I admit that I asked you to wait pending a 
decision; but here now is a rule which I shall read 
in a moment. Rule 132 reaas as follows: 

"Every such ~bject ion is to be taken a t  the 
time when such words are used and not after any 
other member has spoken." 

Now I am appealing to the hon. member to 
Grop that matter and let us  adhere to the R.ules. 
You may sarry on. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, you do 
not have to appeal to me. You have just read a Rule 
to me and I must admit that when I rose to speak 
you asked me to wait. Had I barged in then, what 
vvould have been the situation! You also made some 
reference to me asking me to drop the matter. I am 
not afraid to say that  the hon. senior member for  
St. Andrew is speaking a n  untrmth; I have never 
told her anything that I have spoken in Executive 
Committee. 

Mrs. BOURNE: I have never accused the hon 
meniber of telling me any Executive secrets; nor 
did I say that he brought out any Executive secrets 
therefore he cannot tell me I am speaking an  un- 
truth. I did not make any reference to him; I never 
said the hon. junior member for  St. Peter. If, Mr. 
Chairman, any hon. member around this Table 
thinks because I am only a female member I can 
be intimidated, I win stand up  against any one of 
them. 

Mr. F. L. WALCTFPT : Mr. Chairman, I think 
611 hon. members heard what the hon. senior member 
for St. Andrew said with the exception of the hon. 
member herself. I am not afraid of what anybody 
has to say about me. If you sa.y something about . 
r~le and you do not want to withdraw it, that is 
your right; but I am not going to sit here and 
allow the hon. senior member for St. Andrewe by 
intimation or otherwise to  say that when I was a 
membrer of the Executive Committse I told her 
something I did not say. I will not do Eke the 
FJon. Premier to ask for records to embarrass people. 

This is a matter which we have to deal with, 
2nd I really want to point out that those of us 
nho came here today and made any objection about 
procedural matters did so in the interest of good 
government. If we were not interested in  this affair 
vie would not be hem. 

Personally I have some interest in what is 
taking place here today; relatives of mine have 
suffered considerable damage by the hurricane. T 
am not one of those people who walk about and look 
for political kudos. I have sqme family who on  
t.ccount of the hurricane had to seek shelter i n  a . cellar, and 1 have to look for over $1,000 to repair 
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i tlleir homes. This is not anything which I am deal- glaess of Labour, the Congress of ~ndus t r ia l  Organi- 
jng with merely for political kudos. I satlon (C.I.O.) and the International Confederation- 

I This is a very important matter with which wil 1 
are dealing; and you have to compliment all those 
\vho have acted expeditiously i n  handling this mat- 
kr. 

I think despite one or two cases, the matter has 
been handled well and the people have shown the 
commonsense and fortitude that speak well for the 

1 community as a whole. As Barbadians we all are 
\ t ry  p l e w d  to see that in a disaster such as this 
the people have risen to the occasion and have 
equipped themselves in a manner that should make 
us as represenxatives feel proud, and should spur 
1;s on to do more. 

Now Mr. Chairman, this is where I do not agree 
with some hon. members. Some hon. members think 
that this is a well-known Resolution before the 
Chamber, therefore you ought to know all about i t  
and pass i t  quicl;ly without making any comment. 
I am sure Mr. Chairman from this disaster, certain 

i things have come to  the fore. 
just as the Minister of communications 

has said that from the disaster they have seen that 
they need to build houses of more permanent struc- 
ture , I am sure other hon. members have also seen 
certain things which should be done; therefore whell 
you discuss this Resolution you should take the 
cpportunity to say something which you think 

'be done in the interest of the community. 
N~~ an hen. niember has said that we should 

take opportunity to clear u p  all the Slum areas. I 
will make this; suggestion to the Government : I think 
that the time has come in this island when the Gov- 

4 ernment should declare certain areas as  prohibited 
areas so as not to call upon the community to bear 
considerable damages: especially people who just for 

i the sake of those who want to find a spot to put z 
$ t,lrir house% put thenl on spots they know 

that in case of the slightest disaster it would be 

of Free Trade Unions (I.C.Ff.T.U. ) 
I am not the sort of person who sits down and 

waits until something happens; the Government can- 
not do all that the people need. We are not like 
the people in the street who will expect that because 
they have lost a paling the Governmellt has to give. 
them back every nail. I n  a disaster like this we 
are people who believe that those of us who can 
assist people should assist. 

Froin this disaster the Minister of Social Ser- 
\ices and the Government can see that it was a n  
error of judgment to have removed the Public 
Address System or Rediffusion sets from around 
certain places; this is one of the surest means of 
giving the rank and file information not only i n  a 
disaster but in other circumstances as wgell. 

I am going further; and this is a suggestion 
which I am making to the Government: out of the 
Labour Welfare Fund, 1 would l i b  to see the GOV- 
ernment using Capital Expenditure in  providing 
these sets in such centres as are available. I am sure 
that hone members will W e e  that the greatest 

i necessary. 
As regards the suggestion of the Hon. Minister 

jf Housing, he has said that i t  is their intention 
examine the question of Housing and see what 

permanent structures they can provide. This is a 
llational disaster and vOU cannot hold sugg?estions 
to yourself, therefore if 1 have a Ijright idea you 
'all give me a little credit for it. Yen have not. 
got pay me for it. 

You caniiot at this stage begin to reconstruct 
On a permanent basis unlef% You are 

~ t r ~ ~ t i n g  theill for my grandchildren; you have to 
provide what you can quickly. 1 suggest that they 
send to the United States or the United Kingdoill 
and aslr the ~uthoriti'es to send down as much Army 
kit in the sense of so many thousand tents and make 1 

destroyed. I use of them for this temporary provision for these 
We are only fortunate in that w'e did not have people- I am suggesting whatever means of tern- 

any large rainfall during the hurricane to PorarY shelter there are for people. I do not 
the damage to those houses greater. Let the Govern- ""9 that you ??'lt these tents in ponds. 
ment %e bold enough to take a step in that direction. We know the temporary provision which h&; 
The philosopher Socrates wrote: "It is -your duty been made in  schools; you cannot put in schooh 

to save certain people from themselves.' Llet us face those who are infirm because the provision is not 
it. We know that it is in the of disasters that suitable; therefore what temporary provision can bc 

governments are able to pass laws and do certain used? I mentioned the use of tents because that will 

things which ordinarily, for political purposes they give the Government the opportunity of assessing 
would not be able to do; the reason being that in whatever is the damage. I am asking them for 

Heaven's sake not to allow the assessment to be so quiet and peaceful times, people feel you are dis- long in off that the whole thing will losi, turbing their equilibrium when you do certaltl becaLlse some of these are homeless. 

1 things. 
With regard to the dispensation of aid and 

I have not seen the damage done in the parish assistance, I am asking the Government to sec that I live but I have seen the damage they use people in the community who are of thp in eight of the eleven parishes of this island; and highest integrity, honesty and ability to ovt 

i B 
can say that the greatest damage has been done that function. There are some unscrnpulous people 

- 

in Christ Church, St. Michael and St. Philip, thou& ,ho are waiting to get rich out of this disaster, ar,d 
1 not necessarily in that order. It is necessary there- who are waiting to get into life out 1 fore that any comments or suggestions which any of the disaster. I hon. member can make on the disaster to do so. 
i 1.45 p.m. Some disasters can bring sonze people kudos, n ~ t ,  

that they ask for i t ;  if you handle things well you 
4 

I am a man who in a positive organim- lnay get kudos. There is nothing wrong in kudos: 
tion in this community. r have tried to do my that is what you are living for. 
little bit. The point I am making is this: the Government 

4 '7 like the hen. senior member for St. Andrew should get people who can dispense this aid to thi 

1 know that cables have gone awroad. gFn behalf of sufferers. I say that because on the last occasion my (Wanisation I have sent cables with letters when we had a disaster, not of $he same severitv 
to kindred organisations telling them of as this one, we were aware of the injustices *ich 

of this damage- I a e e r s l  I have sent were meted out to the poor people who had suffered. 
to the American Federation of Labour, the Many undeserving people things and the 1 Xritish Trade Union Congress, the Canadian Con- people who suffered did not get them. 



I am not afraid of saying that there are peopie 
who are waiting to do the same tl?ing now; bat  WC 

4. want people to come forward and give assistance 
without the hope of reward for the assistance whicL 
they are giving. I am not saying that the Govern. 
ment is not making use of people of the highest 
integrity. 

\ I hope the Hon. Minister of Communicatio~is, 
Works and Housing is aware that there are somc- 
members of this House of Assembly who pay attell. 

4 tion to matters which come before them; and if those 
honourable members are critical and  ask questior s 
in this monumental disaster, no one should say tha: 
you do not want to assist the people. I have to 
assist in my own way; I am not like members whu 
have to be seen in their parishes for a vote; I am 
one of those who is in  the position of coming to the 
aid of people's relatives; therefore I would be the 
last person to do anything to delay the passing oi 
this Resolution. 

This Chamber is the highest authority in this 
Island and therefore it must be treated as such. Just 
as we say that the Ministers must be respected I 
say that we should not be pushed around; and not 
even the emergency of a Hurricane should prevent 
us from working as we should work. 
1.55 p.m. 

We know this: there are some Ilon. Minister: 
who possess an  overdose of conceit; but we know that 
some of them also possess an understanding of what 
we regard as fairplay; and therefore if you have 
to treat the Assembly in  a certain way, that is nq 
occasion to burk the issue. 

I want to counsel the honourable senior member 
for St. Andrew to be careful about the remarks sill. 
uses to honourable members of this House. I hava 
a very great respect for womanhood; and that 13 

one of the things which would prevent me from 
making certain remarks in reply to her that I woultl 
otherwise make in  reply to members of my own sex. 
I am warning her; because sometimes the temper oi 
Inan is not always the same. Today, I am in a very 
ugly mood and that is why I was inclined to look g lrpon the remarks of the honourable senior member 
for St. Andrew in  a certain light. 

My attitude in any matter that comes before this 
House (do not regard me as having any ego) is to 
object to something that has been done without my 
consent. I was born in freedom and nurtured in 
freedom; therefore, let me die in freedom. That is 
the prime reason why I never joined the army. 

I was very disturbed about the remarks which 
cast a reflection on my integrity, and that is why . 1 have stood up for i t .  You cannot destroy m?; 
character. 

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY and Mr. MILLER: rose 10 
speak. 

4 
Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, did not your 

eye catch me first?. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN : The honourable junior mem- 

\ ber for St. Philip may proceed. 
Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, on thz 

day after this tragedy I want to say that I am 
thankful for the privilege of being here again to 
say a word OD behalf of my stricken people in thc 
island of Barbados in general and the parish of St. 

\ Philip in particular. 
I &n sorry for the spirit that is manifestzd 

thus fa r  in this Chamber with regards to this Reso- , lution. I want to say that in spite of the fact that 
we were made aware of the possibility of beirg 
visited by a hurricane, i t  still seems to have caught 
us with minds unprepared. I am thankful to God 
for his mercy in lessening the intensity of the effects 

-r of that hurricane upon my people. 

I t  could have been worse; and I want to appeal 
to honourable members to desist frqm any selfis11 
motives that might have actuated them; to forget 
al l  such things and let only the plight of my tragic 
people be in  their minds. [Cheers]. Forget about 
irregularities as to whether a member was right or 
wrong in saying or not saying something a t  a par- 
tlcular time. Destitution, s ta~vation and nakedness 
are in our midst; people are crying for  shelter and 
here are honourable members wrangling over the 
formalities of a meeting. 

I know that this Resolution for  $200,000 can 
[hardly fulfil one iota of the immediate demands. 
But the only thing I am asking the Government to 
do is to see that those men who may be put in charge 
of this relief be urgent with the job. I n  St. Philip 
up  to now there is a certain route which has not had 
a visit from any one of the members of the Reliei 
Committee; nor do they seem to know what is h a p  
pening . 

I want to suggest to this Government the i d e ~  
that this island stands greatly in  need of under- 
ground shelters in every parish; something 
similar to the air raid shelters in England used 
during World War 11. They will provide a fair 
measure of security in such times. 

I know that the Government is burdened with a 
lot;  but it is remarkable that many of the buildingq 
to which the people resorted for shelter have let theni 
down; and this is due, to a great extent, to the fact 
that the buildings which they are erecting n o w a d a j ~  
are too flimsy. 

The Hon. Minister, of Communications in  ni-: 
remarks in support of this Resolution, stated that 
the Government was appealing to the people not tc; 
wait on them, but to go ahead and t ry  to put back 
their houses wherever possible. This is one of the 
things in particular which I should like to know from 
the Hon. Minister of Communications: if any of my 
poor people should make a borrow in  order to make 
their houses habitable again, I am wondering if the 
Government would furnish the necessary help after- 
wards when the loan has to be paid? Some people 
are borrowing with the understanding that the Gov 
ernment is going to render some assistance later. 

Suppose these people should borrow $50.00 to 
repair their houses, will the Government promise to 
underwrite at  least, half of i t ?  If they should g;: 
ahead with building or repairs, is the Governmellt 
going to help them later, or is the Government going 
to say: you do not need help ; your house is in go011 

I repair already. I hope that the Goveriiment will 
bear those points in mind. 

1 There is another thing that is worrying the , minds of the people. There are many people in thc 
agricultural district who have to borrow money f r o n  
the blabour Welfare people. These houses are L:- 
sured and the Labour Welfare ~ e o p l e  will get Inone> 
from the Insurance people. [Hon. M. E. COX : NO : 
they are not insured.] Oh, I thought so. 
2.05 p.m. 

I beg your pardon if I am mistaken on that. 
I hope that whatsoever this Government intends to 
do, i t  will do quickly. I know that the parochial 
authorities through their Churchwardens are respon- 
pible for dispensing the funds that the Government 
will be giving to aid people in the various ~a r i shes .  

, I hope that they will see that the most needful 
people are helped first, because in  a crisis like this, 
a lot of people who should be helped do not get it 
while others who are not so much in need of i t  get 
i t .  I also hope that the help given will go as fal- 
as possible and will reach the most needy. 

I compliment the Government for sumnionii~g 
1 U; so expeditiously; and I hope that their efforts will 



ant matter. 
Now, sir, the honourable junior member for S?.  

Peter struck a most constructive note. He said, l-t 
us reorganize small tenantries which have badly sited 
l~ouses. I n  the parish of St. Andrew and perhaps 
St. Joseph land owners with different ideas from my 
humble self, have never enforced the movement of 
people's houses to the side of the public road. I think 
we should take this opportunity, to see that houszs 
which are damaged in tenantries off the road should 
ro t  be repaired publicly unless they are put on spots 
to the side of the road where the people living in 
them would be able to get good roads, water and 
light. I also think that now is the opportuility yac 
should take to clear up some of those overcrowded 
slups in the parishes of St. Michael and Christ 
Church. 

I t  is no use crying over spilt milk, Mr. Chair- 
man; but picture the lack of vision when one con- 
siders that this House unanimously passed an Ad- 
dress to the Governor of this island sqggesting thct 
an immediate coverage of insurance should be placed 
04 houses ~f certais size throughout the island. 111 

that Address I made out that perhaps there wouli 
be 40,000 houses of a smaller size which would have 
to be covered. That is big number, it is true, anti 
I imagine thqt they would be worth an ayerage 
of $1,Q00 a piece. 

I do not think yqu will 4aye to be a big math- 
ematician to see that that is around $40,000,000 ; ancl 
Yhat is a lot of money f o ~  this little island to sta~ic! 
responsible. We sbauld pot h responsible for it.  
I suppose 5 will be told that qabod would take 
this coverage, but I would like to jn&rm the Hon. 
Xiqiste~ aP Sousing that that is a joke. If the 
Pinaneial Secretary was instructed on his varioub 

bear the necessary fruit and restore the iiecessar 
confidence of my people i a  the integrity of the 
Leader of this House and this Government. 

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Chairman, it seems a pity 
that on a n  occasion like this when there is so much 

some attention to them. 
We are np against a very great emergency; and 

i am wondering whether they will eliminate all 
the unnecessary red tape which hangs in bales from 
the Goveriiment Departments. We see reams of un- 
necessary speculation written in documents pertain- 
ing to this emergency, and I believe i t  is common 
agreement that no one ~vould venture to dogmatise 
to find himself condemned or even protected by 
another stcrm. I ail1 howevcr asking a peculiar 
~t,quest of the Minister of Communications; we 
realise that this money has got to be handled 
by the Parochial Authorities, and I ask the 
Jlinister ta pay some attention and also admit at  
211 discussions in connection with this matter, mem- 
bers of this House, the representatives of the people, 
;so that they call have a word in the discussiolls 
among the Committees and in  the dispensation of 
the funds. That should be cn~l~pulsory. 

We have seen too many calamities and people 
waiting because of some of these Parochial Author- 
ities; and I am therefore asking that the represents- 
tives of the people be given & ward in  the discussion. 
of these Committees which sre spending taspayers 
money. We are all eager and anxious to do some- 
thing for the suffering people in the colnmunity. 

The Minister af C'ommpnioatiorls, Works and 
Housing has referred to the questiaa of the sudden 
realisatian itfter the Hur r i c~ne  that the type of 
houses was by no means suitable. 

Hon. M. 3. COX: On a point of Order. That 
i s  not correct; I have alw+tys maintalned that we 
should build pelmanept istwotyres wherever possible. 
I said that thgt is the question which the Gayern- 
ment will consider: wbetber we would cantinue with 
these houses or build permanent structures. 

I 

visits to the United Kingdom and sometimes to the: 
United States to make some enquiries from an 1 1 : .  

stitution called Woyd's, he would have foupd that 
most of this coverage codd  be effected and at  a 
small premium. I cap say that Lloyd's cater for 

in common that there should be so much quarr~ll ing . all sorts of coverage; they @Fe there to take ally risli 
However, I get u p  to put forward a few suggestiop!; that they can get. 
which perhaps as usual m y  Ball to the ground owing 2.15 p.m. 
to the lack of vision of certain members of this Gov- 1 qrn askjug the Dliiiister to let this matter take 
ernment. precedence over all t h ~ s e  important thing* wbici 

First of all, I want to say that I was ye r~ -  they have to decide in the near future; otherwise I 
shocked yesterday afternoon when 1 received this ~ o u ~ s e l  thL House that this island is in for a lot 
Resolution for $100,000. Anyhow, I have since see11 of trouble. Lt will corn to this: we will not be fib;(: 
that i t  has been amended to $200,000 which is SOWCv to put back these houses bempse tbe money w8iU 
thing better than n?th#gg; and t4e BOQ. Ninister of not bg available for t b t  purpose. There i s  very littic 
Oommuqications, Works '& Housing has cleared tbs money in  Barbados; there is no mwy ip Bar'ba- 
atmosphere by his ex l a n a t j o ~  that this i s  dos to buy a sy  property, It is not ayajla$le i n  your 
only for tern orary regef find for  gener$l lgpairg to  pocket just like a shilling, ond you have to take K the houses W ich are not very badly damaged. ail the precautions you can 60 as to protect t k w  

1 have not been all over the island since the ~eople .  I have always regarded the mention of doing 
hurricane, but in  the parish which I represent I was things as lipservice unles  you can do them on 
very astouqded to see that the old houses did 43t 3 proper basis. Lipservice is a very poor reward 
fare very much worse than new houses. I think it 

f,, labour. 
is the honourable junior member for St. Philip who Air. Chairman, I do not waat to delay the 
said that high wind will find an 014 house, but this of this ~ ~ l ~ t i ~ ~ .  I should be glad if the 
time high wind did not find only old houses; i t  also ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~  concerned take note of the few use- 
found new houses, ful remarks which have beell made; of course such In my going around, found that Q' remarks usually go through the window Anyhow those holmes built out of Labour Welfare molley 1 have done my pnrt and * hope that the Govern- were also damaged; and from my investigation 1 
found that the reason why they fell was because they ~nent  will do theirs. 

were put up without any proper support froin thc &Ii.. MILLER,: Mr. Chairman, I should like to 

ground. zdd that greater calm and courage have been ex- 

MP advice to the Hon. Ninister of Colnmuniua- hibited by the sufferers in this island as the result 
tions is that he should issue a directive to the'De ! of this calamity than has been expressed by this 
partment concerned, saying that no money Chamber today. Hon. menibers are jittery as to what 
be given for the repairing of those houses unle,s has been done as expressed in the first part of the 
some is going to be spent in the erection of a proper debate. Ho~ir~ever, I have a few s~~ggestions to pa t  
foundation for them. I think that is a most import- to the Government-and I hope that they mill pa). 



Mr. 3lIhhElt; Mr. Cbairn~aa, if the Minister 
xealises that the Government skould decide whether 
or not they will go on with wore permanent struc- 
tures than we have seen, well at  leaat they are de. 
cades a£ repwts all Qver this House that the idea was 
to atop constructling these wooden houses, because 
y ~ u  will be perpetually aubsiditiing the wood ants 
m these structures. 

We know what the p a q l i ~ a  is, we realise thdt 
there will be hardly clnough in this amount to caxry 
cut tbe temporary repairs which would be required 
oyer 2kq, last two d a p  The Minister should see that 
the id here and that now t h b  is tibe only oDpOF7 
tunity ill bh life span he will have t s  remove hsusos 
from ??A9 back dhbcts %ad the p l l i e s  ~d give people 
the d*@nte9e of brinains their home8 the @W- 
lands which aow hxder  #@ stweta, 

The ho~Ourahle junior member St. h d r e w  
h a s ' b e e ~  talQq but do you 

people can do that for five ).ears l The ~ O U Q U ~ T  
able ~ e m b e ?  fears that further taration wsuld be 

I am asking that rjomething be said or don. about 
~ t ,  and I am asking the Hon. Minister of Commu- 
r~ications now to me that t h k  is changed, I do aot 
Lrlieve when you are moving towards a federation 
with a civilised plopulation such as ours, that a think 
like this should occur even in a Hurricane. Use the 
Police or whatever else yau may like, but  never 
a gun and bayonet. I n  a community like this that 
i s  reminiscent of one a£ the t h i n e  that we have been 
&iriving for centuries to remove. 

14 closillg I am askivg the Minister of Com- 
munications and the Government generally to see 
illat all of us who are willing t o  help are given the 

. opportunity of doing so, I speak as one who has 
suffered myself. I am not asking for any relief ; it 
i, only that I too have b e e ~  a sufferer, and I and 
orher hsn, members of this Chamber would like to 
have an opportunity to help. Is so doing you would 
l tduae some of the embarpsment;  and I repeat 
that a scoundrel can enjoy equally the confidenoe 
of his job. nnally, I uk thst will be giren required to keep these h 0 ~ ~  goinp I am asking the 

Hon. Minister to t@ke a broad v ew of the mattgr 
and get an understanding of the position. The time 
is now, but the MIsnister must object and consider 
what I am saying as nonsense. Who has displayed 
more nonsense than he as zl, result of his own alllhor 
itp? One merely wants to make hiQ aware of 
importance of this matter qnd we know that he nlust 
take it with some measure of concern t a  himself. 

The Hon. Minister considers what I am wying 
is nonsense as anything that falls from his lips 
can bear the stamp of beicg something original 
When anything is communicated on paper to you, 
i t  is second hand but you want to get the best that, 
man can achieve. You continue with this petty- 
minded belief that what you d;, by way of this emer 
gency should be to you as a perpetual homag-e. 
No doubt the Minister will have a lot of snxiouh 
moments because as his responsibility, these things 
will naturally follow. 

We have seen many of these unfortunate circum- 

an to serve the people. 
MP. 8. L). 34OTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I sup- 

pose that if ever an occasion presented itself in 
this oauntry for all parties to give of their goods 
aud services to the people, i t  is this. I suppose that 
everyone (member of the IIouse or non-member) 
Barbadiqns abroad or in Barbados, within the past 
fe\v days must have been concerned with the plight 
of his relati-ves in this community. 

It is with mixed feelings that I am supporting 
ttris Resolution today. There is, on ow hsndr 
BIr. Chairman, that element of sadness, and on the 
other hand, there is an  element of joyl that is to say, 
it is a good thing that it has not Seen worse. Indeed, 
what we have read what has happened in p l axs  like 
hlexico and other places; af!,or suah a disaster, I 
think we have niuch still to  be thankful for. 

Before I say much, Mr. Chairman, on the entire 
question, I think it is rather fitting to say that I 
suppose, unlike the last great Hurricane which we 

stances and I believe, Mr. Chairman, you will forgive hcd in 1898 today, with the advancement of science 
nie if I repeat that members of this House, the re- I we have been spared much through the timely 
presmtatives of the people should be given an op- 
portunity of serving on these Parish Councils. 
2.25 p.m. 

That sir, I believe is one of the ways in which 
the Gavernment will be in  a better position to see 
that not only the mercy which in  itself cannot be 
stnained, but that the help will be given to those 
who need it. The courage exhibited by these suf- 
fering people was something colossal; whether it was 
a matter of Christian or religious fortitude or not 
i t  was something remarliable. 

I believe that this is one of the things I should 
draw t a  the attention of this House today. I am in 
a position to speak of an incident which occurred 
with a man, his wife and three children. A family 
of five applied for relief and when they examine.1 
the parcel, the family found that this was what 
was sent for them: half a pound of sugar, a pinch 
of salt and six Wibix. Could that be regarded as 8 
form of relief? Whtrt I would like to know i d :  why 
the pinch of salt? And what is to be expected of a 
family of five with six Wibix and a half pound of 
sugar. 

Another point: this marning I saw two soldiers 
armed with rifles and bayonets a t  the gate of the 
-3gricultural Department. I thought that they were 
raore or less overnight watohmen. I n  a community 
of development that age is gane. I t  is probable 
that they might be peeded, 'bbt that aw I repeat is 
long gone when you posted a sontry with a gun and 
bayonet in  circumstances such as these. 

warning we have had. 
The hon. junior inember for St. Peter \$ho 

spoke just nows censured the Government for what 
he considered as a parsimonious attitude on a pre- 
vious occasion in  removing the Pk?diffusion sets which 
were posted ovtside of certain places to give the 
people notice. I want to say that although I cannot 
pass a Resolution for this, I want to have it recorded 
ln these debates that we the representatives of 
the people great appreciation for the services 
rendered by Rediffusion ~Gmited;  and (this will 
sound strange possibly from me) more especially 
Colonel Oliver who, during the early hours of the 
morning, stuck to his guns and made an  announce 
ment eyery fifteen minutes which apprised the 
people af the approaching storm. 

Indeed Sir, we are very thankful for the ser- 
vices of Rediffusion and more especially its Manager 
whom I understand made the announcements every 
15 minutes to the general public. If a larger 
number of people were not asprised of the condi- 
tions by these announcements, the casualties wotild 
have been very many more than they really are. 

What I think, Mr. Chairman, is going to be 
the greatest trouble in this whale oatastrophe now i s  
tc, actually get someone, somea~e v i th  sufficient 
ability and interest, to be 8ble t a  take charge of 
this all important situation, 
2.&5 p.m. 

After fifty years we come face to  fac* witb 
an actual calamity; althsugh it is not passible tn 
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give an ont and out estimate now, from my own 
I 

&imation there are not less than 10,000 people 
homeless in this country to-night; and I am only 
thinking of those persons who have actually lost 
llomes, including the children and dependents wh:, 
actually lived in those homes. Because of that, it 
is going to cost this country a tremendous amount 
of mmey. 

The Hon. Minister of Social Services in intro- 
ducing this Resolution quite rightly said he could 
not give any accurate estimate, but at  any rate, 1 
am more concerned with the speech made by the Hon. 
JIinister of Housing as the H m .  Minister of Social 
Services did not give any account as to what this 
amount was for. 

Sir, if I recall rightly, he said that $100,000 
;?as for the purpose of allowing the Public Works 
Department and the Housing Board to start 
putting back such homes as have been shifted and 
slightly damaged. I consid* that is the right ap- 
proach because some of those persons whose homes 
are just partly damaged and just removed from the 
foundations would be able to live back in them in 
n short space of time. 

The Hon. Minister also said that with respect 
to those persons whose homes were completely de- 
inolished thf: Government would come down eventu- 
ally for a sum for making general repairs or gmeral 
rebuilding or whatever the case may be. I think 
that is as reasonable an approach as can be expected 
right now. However, I must repeat (and I think 
i t  was the honourable junior member for St. Pe t% 
vc.ho drew attention to this) that this is a matter 
vrhich we must sink any political or party differences, 
rrs well as any petty jealousies and what-not. 

~t does not matter to me who gets the kudos for 
doing something especially when there is humall 
suffering; and that is how 1 counsel the Government 
to look a t  this matter. You must not matter who 

The next thing would be to allocate such sel- 
vices that you are going to use for repairing those 
l?ouses in the areas in proportion to those houses 
vhich are being dealt with. I have one of the stricr- 
est censures for the Government in this respect; T 
hope the Hon. Minister of Social Services will listeli. 
to what I am saying. When I have to praise the 
members of the Government, I praise them; ancl 
when I have to criticise them I do that without anp 
fear of anybody. 

I agree with the Minister that this is the ap 
proach, but we had the hurricane on Thursday and 
today, I understand, in the metropolitan parish tkc: 
(hvernment, up to now, has only seen fit to look 
for that gentleman, Mr. Chase, again, put him in a 
pair of short plants, put a bag in his hand and allow 
him to walk around getting information. 

I ask the Hon. Minister this: is it really ;1ec4- 
essary all the time to look for this political footballf 
Look a t  the thousands of people whom you have out 
of work. I am addressing my remarks to the Minisier 
of Housing. If his answer is going to be that Mr. 
Chase is the only officer available for this purpose 
right away, let me say that you have other people 
who can do this job 25 times more quickly than Mi? 
Chase. 

I t  has been laid down in Holy Writ that w h e ~ e  
there is a multitude of counsel there is wisdom. i 
do not know what the Government ProPoses to do, 
but I say this: in a calamity of this sort you must do 
Your best; that I am prepared to do. 

The parishes of St. Michael and Christ Chdrch 
have been the hardest hit in this disaster; and 1 must 
confess that the Minister of Housing will be able $5 

see the damage done immediately in  the Goverilment 
and other areas and probably start in  the metropoli- 
tan area ; but merely to have this officer going around 
getting statistics is not good enough. This is not the 
machinery which should be set UP for the PlJrPS.: 

gets political kudos. I of getting information so as to relieve the situation 
Now, sir, whetlicr i t  is the Minister of Social 

Services, the Minister of Labour or the Minister of 
Housing, in an islandwide or national disaster, you 
cannot expzct any one man to take care of the whole 
of the island. I think i t  is laid down in Holy w r i t  
scmewhere : "where there js no vision, the people 
tvill perish." I t  is also laid do- somewhere else: 
"where there is counsel, there is always wisdom." 1 
v,rould say not only where there is counsel but where 
there is a multitude of counsel, there is always wis- 
dom. 

None of us would expect that in 9 national crisis 
like this any one individual can solve any situation; 
but there is this to say about i t :  there are occasions 
such as thir when responsibility must rest with 
someone to ftct especially if there is suffering. Even 
n1odest-y will not prevent Ine from mentioning one 
or two instances which I have seen, and which 
would like to draw to the attention of the Hpn. 
34inister of Housing although I understand that they 
are not within his portfolio. 

I stated a while ago that I entirely agreed with 
his approach to the problem on the whole when i t  
comes to tackling at once those houses which are 
slightly damaged or removed from their props. 
2.35 pm. 

While I must agree that this is the correct wa17 
of approach, 1 just want further to suggest to hint 
that no time should be wasted in getting t110 
necessary information. I quite realise that yell 
cannot get all the information as to the value of 
everything lost, but I am just throwing out the 
suggestion that no time should be wasted in getting 
the necessary information as to such houses on which 
he proposes to work on first. 

immediately. 
I want to say this for the benefit of the ,Hon. 

Minister: 1 am the first person in this Chamber to 
be fully conscjous that the petty-minded politicians 
will eventually say that I happen to be in the unique 
position of Chairman of various political Boards ar d 
1 can act quickly in these matters. I am the first to 
realise that you will not get praise from everybody ; 
I am the first to realise that I will get abuse front 
some people, but I do my best and look for that after. 

I want to say to the Hon. Minister of Slocia! 
Services that while as Churchwarden of this parish 
I have authority to do certain things, I want t., 
offer very severe criticism of the Government's or- 
ganisation which I haye found strutting a r ~ u n d  
putting pamphlets on cars, writing up  data, and not 
even going to schools and churches to find wherc 
Ihe people are and rendering them their services 
The Official organisation is supposed to be set U:; 

through the Social Welfare Officer or whoever it is. 
211 organisation on which I declined to serve. 

I declined to serve on i t  for the simple reasan 
that I predicted that what would happen in a hurri. 
cane has actually happened. There are people who 
vant  to recline in chairs and ask you to get figurfs 
for them; and they are trying to work for 0.B.E's. 
and M.B.E's. and are not really interested in tha 
people. I am still a t  a Ioss to understand how this 
thi'ng is working; those of us who have had the 
cpportanity of visiting some of these centres will 
appreciate that there is a great deal of suffering 
going on at  many of them. 

Mr. SXITH l e f t  t he  Chair  nlzd the  D e p ~ t y  
#peaker tolok the  Chuir. 
2.55 p.m. 
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For some time now under the Chairmanship of 
the Socid Welfare Officer, slaborate cor~esipondence 
and all sorts of red tapes have gone through ; but the 
only thing we can find w h n  we have a hurricane is 
that everybody would want to get on the telephone 
and tell everybody what to do, but were not p r e ~ r e d  
to come out and face anything. 

This money is really for housing but I want to 
say that you are faced with a more difficult situation. 
Your pl'esent ~i tuat ion affects the portfoLi0 of tht? 
Minister of Social Services more so than anybody else 
in this country. I should like the Government to be 
aware of the fact- 
[ A  PAUlrE] 

Mr. ACTING CHAIRMAN: Is  the hon. member 
b i s h e d  speaking ? 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I am standing; I am en- 
titled fo do that. 

Mr. ACTING CHAIRMAN: You are not; you 
are delaying the business of the House. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I t  is very important, sir, 
for the lMinhters to realise that this hurricane not 
only affects the people who have lost their houses, 
but it will be some time now before some of our 
schools can be opened. To me i t  seems difficult, 
after visiting all the centres in St. Michael, to un- 
derstand how any school can be kept in the places 
formerly housing the children, for another couple 
of weeks. Combermere, Wesley a l l ,  St. Giles and 
all of the Schools up to today, are still packed with 
families w h ~  not only lost their houses but a tre- 
mendous amount of their belongings. 

I should not mention the Churches because i t  
is still my considered opinion that people can war- 
ship without going to Church. The Minister 
Social Serv i~es  and the Minister of Communica- 
tions, as we have got to carry on our educational 
sys tm,  should devise some means whereby we can 
remove the families from the schools and house 
the-m somewhere else in the immediate area so that  
the schools may be able to continue. 

Again I say, where there is a multitude there 
we would have wisdom; but if there is no vision 
the people perish. If You have in  this country 
night 400 children in St. Giles7 school and another 
200 in  St. Barnabas (and let me pause here to Say 
this Mr. chairman) the most pitiable sight to see 
is to go into some of these schools and, see some of 
the people with' their children, some of them naked. 

When you think of these people in these 
schools, i t  does not matter, Mr. Chairman, that  some 
of those are housed in the other Government build- 
ings. 

I am wondering whether or not, together with 
the approach which the Minister says he is making, 
under the E~~~~~~~ powers, the present lumber 
supply should not be commandeered, and whether 
in every area temporary shelters should be put u p  to 
house the people so that the schools can be continued. 
A t  present no school can be kept. 

It is not good enough to come in here and say 
you are getting money. ~f you should go in the 
sahools every morning you would see here and 
there a lot of suit cases, a lamp, a bundle, etc.; 1 
rjhould not like to have the job of asking them . 

to find somewhere else to dwell. That should be 
the duty of the Minister of Communications to tell 
us what i t  is propowd to do with that situation 
right now. 

YOU have had these elaborate organisations 
which have been set u p ;  but ad I' have said before 
you have to find some people around with some 
commonsense about them. A hnrricane takes place 
on Thumaay at 11 o'clock In the morningv and on 
Friday evening a man comes up  to you and wants 

to know what is your name before he sends two 
biscuits for  you to eat. 

I do not accuse any individual Minister for this. 
When people are in jobs and drawing money and do 
not care what is happening to other people, you 
know what can happen. A man walks up  to you to 
get some s o d  of thing done and he cannot get it. 
Often you get something done two days afterwards; 
that  not g& enough. ~t is %id, that must 
not mention the Head of the ~ d ~ i ~ i ~ t ~ ~ t i ~ ~  so 
to influence a debate. 
3.05 p.m. 

What I am going to say is by no means to influ- 
ence him, but I think the Acting Governor himself 
was v e q  sincere on Thursday night when he went 
around in  his car taking things mound to  the various 
schools, churches and  centres for the people. I t  
therefore remains the duty of the reprewntatives of 
the people to pay him tribute and say we do appreci- 
ate mY gesture like that  coming from the &ting 
Governor. That is a fine example for a man to set 
in his exalted position. 

There a re  some petty officials who think them- 
selves t in gods and Medes, and who think ,they cannot 
be approached. We do appreciate sincerely that 
heart-felt sympathy and sincerity which promptt>d 
the Acting Governor to go around and offer sonle 
measure of tangible relief to the people who were 
stricken in  the various centres where they were 
housed, 

Now, Sir, you can divide the pwsons who have 
suffered into three or four categories. The Miuister 
of Housing mentioned category No. 1. Then thert 
is category NO. 2 for which the Minister thinks they 
would want an so that they can worli 
the whole island by it. There are people whose 
houses have been blown down but not broken up, 
and I think those houses can be put back and 
ed quite easily. There are also those houses which 
are completely destroyed; therefore, you cannot put 
them back. 

Now, Sir, where is your Hurricane Organisation 1 
I am Chairman of the Gommissioners of Health of this 
parish, and statutorily I can exercise that authority 
vested in me if there is a hurricane or national dis- 
aster to do what I consider is necessary for the goolt 
health of the community. we are using people in 
d 1  the ;llages under the direction and control of 
the Sanitary staff for the purpose of removing those 
houses which have hen blown down and lymg 
the streets and byeways, and we are also b51pinr: 
persons to salvage them. 

It is the duty of the Government through some 
clrganisation not only to think of building and re- 

houses, but to pmms their 
and so the Government finding 

to these houses. That is a sugges- 
tion which I think should be carried out in  places 
like the parish of Christ Church where I have gone 
and seen that conditions there are really bad. 

I f  you can get somebody with some measure of 
authority such as the sanitary Authority to go 
through the parishes and salvage belongings of the 
people within two weeks, your entire force of l a b o u ~  
would have worked to such a point that You could 
start off with your general repairs to be done by 
carpenters; and I do not think you will need all  
grade A carpenters. That is a suggestion which I 
throw out to the Government. 

, You also have a number of persons whose houses 
j are broken down with trees .across them. I thialt if 
, you send a labourer to help such persons you will 

be doing a wonderful service. 
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I wo~lld like the Hon. Minister of Social Services 
to  know that the immediate thing which you should 
do to-night, to-morrow and for the next few days 
ivill be to get something for the people to eat. X1hat 
are you going to give those people to eat? As far  
as  the parish of St. Michael is concerned I am doing 
rny best as Churchwarden; but I have discovered 
that a t  no less than four of the centres in this parish 
the Government organisation is doing nothing in this 
respect. 

For the first time and that is to-day, an Inspec- 
tor of Schools came up the steps of the House of 
Assembly to see me and asked to whom should he give 
something to relieve the people at  the St. Stephen's 
School. 

Who is Chairman of the Hurricane Relief Com- 
mittee ? Let me say that none of your teachers wonld 
be able to do any work of teaching but they can do 
other work. 1 feel the greatest credit must be given 
to a number of your school masters and school teach- 
ers who have been putting in work at  their schools 
since the hurricane. 

I n  passing I would like to compliment the Head- 
master of the St. Barnabas School who although the 
roof of his house blew off leaving his family exposed. 
went and opened the school to rescue the people 
who had sought refuge in the school but which roof 
eventually blew off. I hate to single this one Head- 
master out for praise, but 1 know that there are also 
a number of teachers in this parish who have give,. 
humane assistance in this disaster. 
2.15 p.m. 

Now sir, there is also the big question of pro- 
viding against infectious diseases such as Typhoid; 

openiag of schools and so 011, the only schools 
which mere opened were those to which I went and 
got the Ministers out of their beds. I n  St. Mi- 
chael the schools were opened after the Hurricane. 

As a matter of fact immediately after the 
Hurricane one man came I,O me and informed me 

to what was happening, and I instructed him 
t o  break the door of the school. 

A t  this stage the CHAIRMAN of C O M M I T -  
TEE8 res~cmed the Chair. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I n  times of rationing 
i t  is betler to give some people more than is neces- 
sary than not to give other people enough; %\hat, 
difference does i t  make if somebody gets more thau 
what is his due. It is just a question of something 
to eat. 

I am criticising the organisation in St. Miehael. 
5. my this for the benefit of the Hon. Minister of 
Social Services: I understand that one Minister has 
s a d  that the St. Wchael's V e t r y  is responsible f01 
the working of the Hurricane Relief Committee. j 
am not responsible for people if they want kudos, 
whatever you do their minds are like the Sahara 
dzfzert and they will besmirch it. I am very 
to say that. 

At Buxton's Boys' School I saw Government 
c d r ~  with a lot of paper stuck again& them; they 
v,cre 12 families tilere and there was nothing for them 
to cat. I realise that the Hon. Mi~~is ter  of Social 
Services has been Churchwarden of this parish and 
when he sees the facts he will appr~ciate what has 
happened. On the other hand you have not only 
the Government Schools; and Churches, but the Xon- 
conformists and others are providing homes Eor 

that in itself is an organisation which must be put 

trumpet, but I want to say that in the parish of 

people who have been deprived of their homes. i i ~ t o  operation. I do not want t,o blow my own 

St. Michael I have organised the District Nurses 
into a First Aid Organisation and they have been 
visiting every Centre since Thursday carrying out 
first aid assistance; and they will continue to do 
that for the next few days. 

I feel that when you have these Schools and 
Churches with the numbers packed in them you 
will have to give anti-typhoid injections. I hope 
the Hon. Minister of social Services will see to 
ii that something is done in that respect. I un- 
derstand that the Government has concentrated its 
efforts in the parish of Christ Church; I would 
like the Minister of Social Services to give me 
some assurance as to what is to be done in  the 
parish of St. Michael. 

A few moments ago a member of this Cham- 
her said sotto voce, ( I  take these things from peo- 
ple whose minds are like their faces) that I have 
Been administering things only for people in  the 
City. Somebody has also said that although I was 
taking the people's money I only gave them corned 
beef and bread. When i t  is said that I was giv- 
ing relief only to people in the City, I will say 
that  when I found myself at 8.30 o'clock a t  St. 
Barnabas the conditions I saw there were so ap- 
palling that they brought tears to my eyes. [A 
MEMBER: You can cry too!] [ANOTHER 
MEMBER.: I would like to see you crying!] Not 
even one fish cake had the people got. 

I was told that the only person who gave the 
people anything was the Hon. Minister of Com- 
munications, Works and B u s i n g  who had taken 
up salmon on his own. That was very commend- 
able of him. I repeat, I would not seme on any 
~ o m m i t t e  on which there was that South African 
bump. I will say this: a t  2.50 o'clock on Thurs- 
day morniag when the news came over about the 

3.25 p.m. 
Yesterday, Mr. Chairman, we distributed 1,100 

hot meals in Queen's Park and that numbcr has 
been increasing steadily. We have an organisation 
there and we have been trying to get people to <end 
in, if they have children, for hot meals to take to 
the various Churches for their children. I dd not 
know if the Minister of Social Services thinks that 
that will be part of this $2(EO,W. There is a staR 
to cope with the situation at Queen's Park. 

I t  is alright to give some corned beef and bread, 
coffee and biscuits; but it is very pathetic to get 
people telling you: "We have not had a hot meal 
since Wednesday night." But at  that time tha 
Minister of Social Services and the Minister of Com- 
munications were trying to get some statistics as to 
those people whose houses had been destroyed. 

I find that it is impossible to go on the way wo 
have been going on. I was hoping that that Com- 
mittee for the parish of St. Michael would have b~ 
now, summoned some sort of meeting and discusseZ 
the matter to find out what is the real situatio~l 
and how it affects the poor people of the parish of 
St. Michael. 

This is what I have heard from a Minister of 
Religion: that the Social Welfare Officer has advis- 
2d if nothing came to their centres that they 
should get something from the shop. I t  is reall.7 
$ w i n g  wBen we talk abozlt getting something 
from the shops. I think it was the hon. junior 
member for St. George who talked about six Wibix 
for a family of about four or five. 

You have not got housing only to think of; 
you have to think of more important relief such as 
schools to put  children in, getting some clothing 
and food, and helping those persons whose honseb 
are partly destroyed to put  them in order. I believ? 
i t  was the hon. junior member for St. George wh3 
also said that he considered that there should be 
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I am glad to see that the honourable scnio~ 
member for St. Michael has returned to this Cham 
ber, because there are a few points which I have to 
make, and which he would be able to deal with at 
next Tuesday's meeting of the House. What I wan: 
to hear from him a t  next Tuesday's meeting is a 
statement as to the principle which the Government 
has decided upon; the principle on which Govern 
ment's aid will be carried out in regard to building 
repairs and the principle of allocation of food. We 
want to be satisfied that they will be sent and that 
they will be carried out from the Harrison Point 
lighthouse to South Point lighthouse without an: 
favour. 

You know, some years ago when this island wa; 
overtaken by high winds, there was obvious dis 
crimination shown by certain officials in regard to 
the recommending of Government assistance. There 
was pontifically announced that those buildings had 
not been hit by these high winds and so no assistance 
was rendered. We want to ensure that the peoplr 
who are doing this job are people of integrity, 
people who are not affectea by any feeling of grudge, 
and who also are not affected by any feeling that 
we are looking after the people in this district be 
cause this would help them if they are applying 
for an increase in their salaries. [A VOICE : Nothing 
is wrong with St. Lucy.] 

Although I am reluctant to reply to sotto voce 
remarks, yet when they are so loud i t  would be im- 
possible for me not to reply. The honourable mem- 
ber (who is a member of the Cabinet) although he 
has not yet officially arrived there, says that nothing 
has gone wrong. We are doing all the repairs we 
can and Government will receive the list in  due 
course. 

o~ller  people on the Committee. I am sure that he 
could not be more right and I entirely agree witn 
k i ~ .  

I think that the Government should send out 
help more quickly. The Minister of Communica. 
tions was not in here when I made certain state- 
ments and I want him to know this: that despit* 
what was said by another member that I, as  Church- 
warden, have not only been distributing to the people 
cf the City of Bridgetown, I want to draw i t  to you1 
attention that the Hurricane Relief Committee haa 
not been sending anything to the out schools. Wher 
I went to St. Barnabas I found that thz S ~ p - ~ ~ i s i ~ g  
Minister was the only person who had given sonlr- 
thing out of his pocket. 

If the Government is sending out things the;) 
should do so generously, because the purse of St. 
Michae17s vestry is not as deep as that of the aoii. 
ernment. There are many centres which we have 
served and there is a tremendous number we 
have not But I say this: as the honourabjr, 
junior member for s t .  George has rightly sai<l, this 
,<illd of relief consisting of four or five biscuits, , i  

little sugar and a of salt is not g.od enougll, 
and I hope they will do something in this respe.:t 
and do i t  quickly. 

Mr. The honourable senior mei-,l 
ber for St. (Lucy. 

Mr. BEANCKER: Yr.  Chairman, we lnig'lt 
have arrived a t  finality in this debate if i t  had not 
been for the discourtesy of those who did not tell 
11s in the notice of a meeting of this Chamber thk  
afternoon. Much as i t  is to be regretted that I have 
r.ot even h e n  notified of a meeting by the unsiglled 
document, 1 think we should get down to business 
without any lack of unanimity in passing this Reso- 
lution for  $200,000. 

the best persons to inform the people. It is well 
l-uown that every sanitary inspector has to  visit 
every house in his district a t  least once a month. 

Sir, I was perturbed to learn of the gentleman 
mho was going around with a book and pencil and 
rcaking notes. The hon. senior member for  the City 
mentioned that gentleman and described him as that  
~ol i t ica l  football, Mr. L. A. Chase. What we re- 
quire a t  the moment a s  Chairman of that organisa- 
tion is a person with efficiency and drive and a 
dynamic knowledge. One who has been so consummate 
3 failure as that gentleman who has just managed to 
find himself on the TPansport Board, fortunately not 
in the capacity of Chairman, should not be placed 
in that position. We do not want a jack of all trades 
and master of none for that job. We do not want 
people of that type to be in charge of organisations. 
Therz are other neople who are gentlemen and who 
should not be overlooked and who in  the interest of the 
people should be appointed. We should tell Mr. 
((base we know, you are willing 'but we have some- 
body else. 

The hon. senior member for  St. Michael used 
the phrase that carpenters are not readily available. 
I do not know what has caused that hon. member 
to b'e under that impression, bu t  I do know that; if 
he sends out a call over Rediffusion, within a short 
space of time he would f h d  that hundreds of work- 
ers and carpenters would be readily available; he 
would be afraid to see how many will turn  out for 
~70rk. 

Now, sir, one certain aspect of this Hurricane 
to note is that the information service outside has 
broken down almost completely. As late as 7 o'doek 
last night over the B.B-C. newB service they were 
speaking of the lack af information o-f the daniage 

I If certain people should borrow money to etfect 
urgent repairs if they do not have it, they are as iuuoh 
entitled to have it refunded as those people who had 
to wait until repairs Were eifected by the ($entral 
Organisation; because a person who is fortlmate 
enough to be able to borrow $100 or $200 is in as 
much a position to receive help as they who wait 
until the Person in  charge of the Public TVorkr 

Comes on the Job. 
Pm. 
Sir, I trust that the hon. senior member for St. 

Michael on Tuesday will let us know1 the particular 
~ r i n c i ~ l e s  under which Government intends to aid 
people as regards building and feeding- 

Reference has 'been made by one speaker to some- 
thing which I have heard but had not seen on the 
streets during the past few days concerning soldiers 
going around with rifles. I presume the hon. mem- 

was speaking from personal knowledge, because 
he confirmed what 1 heard from various individuals; 
but I did not care to mention i t  because I had not 
Seen it. If i t  is true that soldiers are patrolling the 
streets with rifles without adequate reasons, it is high 
time that some directive should h given that that 
lnust stop. I t  should not be the case because we have 
arms and ammunition and the Barbados RRgiment 
has been called in to assist in the present emergency, 
that they should drive around with rifles to scare 
children and intimidate adults. 

There is one other point was made by pre- 
rious speakers which I would support, and it is in 

parish organisa~~ons. E~~~~ parish 
organisation should have at Least four particular 
individuals as members : the two representatives of 

in the Assembly the Churchwarden 
the  Chairman of the Comnaissioners of Health because 
he has under him the whole sanitaxy staff who are 
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&ne by the Hurricane here, and referring to the 
highways still being blocked in  Barbados. I really 

1 feel that in the 7 o'clock news this morning the 

1 B.B.C. should have 'been in  possession of the facts. 
1 do not know whwe fault i t  is, whether it is that 

' of the Government Electrical Inspector, but the 
B.B.C. should hare been in possession of more 
a~cura t e  information than what they relayed. 

However, this is olle of the rare occasions that 
I must support the tributes paid to Bediffusion Ser- 
vice. TheS, did a magnificent jo'b on Thursday 

t I-uorning. Every quarter of an hour from 2.30 
b'clock in the morning they relayed th.e news of the 

i i:urricaae until i t  was passed. Even when there 
-\\as a lack of official news as to the "all clear" they 

4 took the opportul~ity to say: "We believe that the 
5 
i Hurricane has passed us. We think i t  has passed 
i 
i 

ns." And then after: "\Ve have taken a walk upoii 
tlLe street and Tt4e are confirmed in our view that 

l the Hurricane has just missed us." When they 
received the official neTvs they said : "The of6cial news 

1 llas just arrived and the Hurricane has definitely 
I bJTpassed us.,, 1 feel on this occasion they have 

i c]one a superb job and one should give credit where 
credit; is due. 

i Now, sir, 1 have heard on the B.B.C. news that 
i JIer Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies 1 Nr.  Lennox-Boyd has asked what he can do to help 
i us ;  that is something which the Hon. Minister of 
t Communications should let us know on Tuesday. He 

should let us know what is the reply of Govern- 
n ~ e n t  in that case. He should let us know that they 
have sent a reply. I n  short, we would like to be 
kept fully informed of what is happening because 
u~iless we know we cannot fully co-operate. 

I n  connection with the schools, I would like to 
know if there a re  certain Government-aided Secon- 
dary Schools which are not 'being used for the pur- 
~ o s e  of housing people. If those schools are not being 
used or would not be used for that purpose, I see I 170 reason s h y  they should not be re-opened from 1 J'Tonday morning. I have heard i t  suggested that 

E of the seven or eight Government-aided secondary 
4 schools, one or two of them cannot re-open, there- 
I fore the others should remain closed until those 1 which cannot re-open now d l l  be able to re-open. 
6 I can see no reason for that suggestion. 
1 3.45 p.m. 

I have heard that come from certain normallo 
intelligent quarters; I cannot see any justification 

i for it. If you cannot re-open Combermere, is that 
! any reason why the Coleridge-Parry School or the 
i Alexandra cannot be re-opened? That is a matter on 

which I would like the Cabinet to let information 
home over the air on Sunday. This is a very im- 

3; 

1 
portant matter which requires immediate attention 
and certaihly there is no point in one school beir~g 

f closed down out of sympathy for another which cai.. 
I 
l 

not be re-opened. Of course there are one or two 
4 teachers who would be glad for an  excuse to closc 

down the schools, but we are concerned about gettillg 
the children taught. 

t It has happened that  transport a t  these times, 
i and with fewer buses in operation, had almos- 

broken down. I would be failing in my duty as a I representative of a mast distant constituency from 
the City if I failed to  pay tribute to the "pick-ups" 
for the magnificent job which they do during the!;? 
trying days. They were practically the only source 
of the people getting from the country to Bridge- 
town. You will agree with me, Mr. Chairman, that 

1 
we should n$ fail to  thank them for the service$ 
which they have rendered and also a t  the low cos+ 

'i t o  the very poorest section of the community. 
4 
1 
4 
1 

I think I have dealt with the major points f o i  
now, but I trust that we may look forward not to 
any White Paper or Statement which we cannot 
discuss, but to a general debate which we call initiate 
as to the steps which the Government is taking ir, 
this connection; and we will be in  a position to make 
our suggestions. Meanwhile let me, with this closing 
note, urge the Government to let the children knwv 
those who will be going back to school and whose 
schools will not be re-opened. 

Mr. LEWIS: I t  is regrettable that any derelic- 
tim of duty on the part of anyone should have de- 
layed the passing of this Resolution, because it is 
said that he who gives quickly gives twice. 

When I got this Resolution I said that the 
Government is considerirlg the City alone having 
regard to the immediate relief which was to be 
given. I t  is surprising to me to hear the Minister 
of Social Services my that because a little debatc. 
had taken place as regards the procedure, that cer  
tain honourable members appeared not to know t h d  
a Hurricane had taken place. That is another admis- 
hion which shows that the Government did not 
know that a Hurricane had taken   lace; they were 
col,inq for a certain amount of money and then 
they increased i t  by 100 percent. 

I am going to be very brief in my remarkb. 
The recent high winds have shown us where ouz 
old houses were, some are still standing; and I sill- 
Cerely hope that the matter will be dealt with as 
expeditiously as possible. There may be defects in 
the organisation but I hope that everybody who is 
given an opportunity will do his best. 

I expected some more information than what 
was given today; information which one would ex 
pect to be laid before this House on an occasion like 
this. I would like to know what Message has bee11 
sent to the Colonial Office; I do not know whether 
it is in the Newspaper or not because some of the 
Newspapers were not Official; they were printed 
just for the purpose of making money. I repeat: 
I would like to know what information has gone to 
Great Britain. 

We have been of assistance to people who havc, 
been visited by Hurricanes. It seems as if Messrs 
Cable and Wireless cannot give the informatiou 
which they are supposed to give publicly at  the;r 
Town Office. We know absolutely nothing of where 
the Hurricane went until we got the Newspaper 
later yesterday afternoon or early this morning; but 
I have understood that i t  went to Grenada and dam- 
age has been done there. 

I think some Resolution of sympathy should b.: 
sent to the people of Grenada along with the passing 
of this Resolution. We know how to sympathise with 
the people of Grenada now because we have had our 
visitation of the Hurricane. 

I am not now entering into any recriminations 
or criticisms because I know that our machinery for 
Hurricane R.elief has been set up  in a skeleton way 
for many years. I understand that this year they 
have not had a general meeting. [Mr. CRAWFORD : 
That is correct.] 
3.55 p.m. 

That is very unfortunate. I should like to issue 
a little warning to the Hon. Minister of Communi- 
cations and i t  is this: at some future time I will 
want to know when the Government first knew that 
there was a Hurricane in the vicinity of Barbados. 
That is information that should be given out. Wr 
are contributing to these meteorological stations anti 
;there is nothing that we have got from these that 
would be useful. I f  people had heard they would 
have known. 

l 

I 

1 
1 
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I am not saying that i t  is not good to have in- 
formation; but I want to know when was the Gov- 
ernment first officially >told that this Hurricane was 
building up  in this area. They started off by saying 
that i t  hit the north and then the south. These are 
things for which we are paying. Let us get a servic,. 
here that would help to protect us against Hurci- 
canes. Let us try and get something to give us thr 
type of information that I should like to see. 

I am not considering i t  from the p i l i t  of view 
of one who knows all about i t ;  but as a layman it 
is to me, very unsatisfactory. I t  is deficient and 
to a certain extent i t  is nonsense; yet we are paying 
money to assist them with it. 

We have a great deal to be thankful for .  One 
is that the Hurricane did not hit us by night and 
that  it was not accompanied by the things that 
usually accompany a Hurricane such as rain, thuil- 
der  and lightning. If this Hurricane had happeneci 
a t  night our death toll would have been disastrous. 

I am going to support this Resolution; but : 
wish that we could be given more information. This 
amount cannot repair many houses; in my opinion 
we have to get proper estimates. I hope that de- 
centralised organisations will be given full power 
to  deal with the people. Let this matter be de- 
centralised. I hope that this is the one occasion ir, 
which the dying vestries and 
their interest as decentralised organisations. 

itfr. C'RsAwJi"ORD: Mr. Chairman, I am s0rl.Y 
I did here because if th(* 

had a quorum this could have bee.1 
voted for with the Emergency Powers 
which the Government now have, they could have 
allocated the money and spent it. 

What came here for was to hear from 
Minister of Communications and other Ministers OS 
the arrangements they had made to the 
suffering people in the country. I did not come herc 
to  hear a lot of talk from a Government that is only 
asking for a hundred thousand dollars. What is the 
good of asking for a hundred thousand dollars a114 
talking about Housing. They should know, if they 
do not know, that a t  least half of the people a r>  
starving, and that the parochial organisations for 
hurricane relief are not functioning. 

I n  more than half of my constituency none of 
the people has been visited any Organ- 
isation, and i t  certainly devolves upon the Minister 
of Social Services and the Minister of Communicr 
tions and others to outline the arrangements which 
the Government has set in motion to relieve the sit- 
uation. I hope that the public will get a full cxpla~>- 
ation about what is arranged to be done and what 
are the immediate plans of the G~~~~~~~~~ to bring 
relief to the suffering people. Instead, we have come 
in. here and not one iota of information with regards 
to the matter has been given. 

Thousands of people are now housed in ~ h o c l -  
rooms and churches with hardly any clothing on 
their backs and no changes of garments. What 
arrangements are being made to distribute clothing! 
Are people expected to exist on corned beef only? 
What we want is the distribution of a hot meal in 
the southern and south-eastern parishes of the island. 
Tile honourable senior member for the City has related 
that so many hot meals have been provided a t  Queens 
Park. F a r  from hot meals being distributed else- 
where, some have only got food consisting of corned 
beef ladled by a spoon. 

The Hurricane mlief organisations have broken 
down completely. Therefore, it is unnecessary to 
come in  here and talk about Housing programmes 
mhen, if you do not act promptly, so many may be 
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~ o u n d  dead from. starvation that there ~ o u l d  be ad"." 
need for houses. . ?' 

ST. , , 
What I am hoping is that the Government would b,:; 

immediately take the necessary steps to ascertaiu : * S  

how ineffective the distribution of food is, to expand S :  $ji ; . < 

its distribution and to ensure that the distribution " $ '  

is effective. When i t  comes to one centre of distribu. 
tion, it is remarkable that a few young people gtt. 
all the rations and the older people, cripples aad 
children are left with nothing a t  all. Districts which 
have got nothing a t  all since the disaster ought to b j  
immediately attended to. 
4.05 p.m. 

I n  the very area which I happen to serve there 
are a number of people who are unattended and 
i t  is the business of Government to co-opt some per- 
sons [A VOICE : Give us some of the names.] I have 
written Mr. Skeete about that. I t  is the 'business 
of the Government to co-opt people who are inter- 
t-sted in these areas to assist and strengthen the 
iIurricane Relief Organisations in  the various par- 
iciles in order that they may function more e%- 
ciently. 

If you have 4,000 or 5,0100 people homeless, as 
vnu have in &. Philip and probably more in Christ 
Church, you cannot build houses for them over- 
?light. so far as I can see, they will have to live in 
these centres for some weeks to come. At them, there 
is no proper toilet arrangement for sanitation or 
ktathing I can say that from the v e q  first night 
TTthich the people took shelter the stench in some 
nf the churches was appalling; and as far 1 can 
see, nothing is being done to bridge the situation. 

I n  addition to that, there is a large number 
of people who are sheltering a t  private homes, or 
fr~ends,  or family, and they are constituting a 
burden to them because the people at 
whom they are sheltering cannot afford to support 

The Hurricane R,elief Committee has gone on 
as 'Wing that if you want rations you must 

go One of the centres. but you get into 
t'lem. you cannot tell people '0 go to Christ Church 
Parish Church where there are peO- 
r,le You cannot pack any more in at  the Admiraltv 
Buildinp. the Qt. Martin or the St. Philip Girls' 
School. Those 'buildings cannot hold any more peo- 
ple, merefore, 1 am saying that apart from sending 
food and rations to those centres, a proper investi- 
?ation must be made of private wsidences at 
n e o ~ l e  are housed and assistance given to the houses 
~t ~vhich those neople are residina. I can think of 
three houses in the Fntemrise area with 30.0 neon l~  
( I ~ ~ e n d i n ?  on the Relief Organisation for some sort 

food for the last three days- 
Mr. TUDOR: After so much has been mid, 

there is very little remaining to be said about the 
~ l a t u r e a n d  scope of the emergency which has be- 
fallen this island. However, it appears t~ me that 
the most surprising thing that has happened here 
this afternoon is that this House up  to now, is not 
in possession of any of the facts relative to this 
emergency except that the emergency exists and 
that several thousands of our fellow citizens are 
destitute and homeless. me Ministers have not as 
.jet told us a'bout what organisation they have man- 
~ g e d  to set up or how it is functioning, or what 
demands would be made u p m  it in the dan t o  come, 
and what further provisions we will be called upon 3 

t~ make towards the continuance of the m r g e n c y  
I have no hesitation in saying, Mr. C h a i m n ,  

'that they have not given US this information be- 
cause they themselves do not know what is actually 
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happening. I t  is a fact that the whole island-wide 
Hurricane Relief Orga,lzisation has broken down 
and that there is fumbling, indecision and confusion 
and that the Parochial Authorities willing as they 
are to assist, have not been given yet any clear idea 
of what they are to do and who is to help then1 to 
do it. 

There is no organisation, central or parochial. 
armed with sufficient authority to bring the neces- 
sary supplies a t  the times when snch supplies are 
needed, although there is no lack of supplies. I n  
addition, Mr. Chairman, the Government so far  has 
not been able to enlist the support of all of those 
1 oluntary organisations whose business it is to ren- 
der assistance in times of distress. 

I might be wrong, but I have not as yet seen 
any evidence of work being done by the St. John's 
Ambulance Brigade. I am not saying that they are 
not working, but I say there is no evidence that there 
are the scores of voluntary organisations which exisi, 
all over the island, hard at  work. 

I have even been told- the circumstances under 
which a consignment of food was sent yesterday 
morning to a centre at  St. David's, Christ Church. 
The person normally in charge of the centre was 
not there, and the people who were then waiting for 
the food and had been waiting for it from the pre- 
~ i o u s  day, enjoyed if you may so call it the bitter 
c!:sappointment of seeing the consignment of food 
taken back to the centre from which it r a s  dis- 
patched ; that is not good enough. 

In  addition, there is the feeling in this island 
that this emergency will last for several days and 
in some cases might extend into weeks. When the 
~ c ~ p l e  are destitute and homeless you cannot cal- 
culate their efforts on the basis of serving them only 
for a day or two. You must count at  least on a full 
month. The time may Ije longer or shorter. depend- 
inz on the time when their houses would become 
f t  again for living i n ;  therefore, we should think 
of preparinq them with the least possible delay. 

It may be a considerable time that you may have, 
to arrange for and to extend these services to the 
titstitute people. I t  is therefore, not merely a 
question of food but i t  must be nourishing food, and 
clothing also. There will be oases in which persons 
have lost their clothing i n  addition to their houses 
and clothing will have to be provided for them. I 
need hardly speak of medical supplies; that goes 
\\ithout saying. 
4.15 p.m. 

But  there is something even more important; 
what about health facilities? I have been told that 
I.1 Christ Church there is now housed a large num- 
ber of persons in  a centre numbering 1,000. One 
t~~ousand  people in a building must create a sanitary 
problem of great dimensions and if the Authorities 
2re not careful they will soon have Meningitis, 
Typhoid or some disease on their hands; there- 
fore the medical services have got to be re-organised 
all8 geared to suit that emergency. Vaccinations must 
be done, if necessary, and the whole procedure of 
inoculation against contagious and infectious disease 
must be speeded up, so that squads of N w s  and 
Mjedical Officers can move from centre to centre at 
least to check incipient signs of epidemic 

I n  addition to that, there is the question of 
bchool children. There are not all schools, which will 
be commandeered and therefore some of them will 
have to be re-opened. If you are re-opening the 
schools and there are destitute children, arrangements 
d l l  have to be made in  the schools to feed them 
or at  least give them one meal. You may find there- 

iore that your organisation will have to be adjusted 
to meet any kind of situation. 

Then there is the question of discipline and 
carder without which proper service cannot be given, 
and proper conditions cannot be maintained. I n  any 
emergency the strong and able-bodied should do 
their best; and we may even find that people who 
are not in  any way suffering from any privation are 
putting themselves to the forefront in the centres 
and rendering the distribution of supplies almost 
ii,~possible because of their unfair and sometimes 
lurious methods of pressing forward. That has got 
to 'be checked; and I suggest that here you have 
a field of activity which is well within the province 
of the Barbados regiment to manage, not in o r d e ~  
12 terrorise and browbeat the population, but ,o 
ensure that supplies are given to those who need 
them most and the distri'bution of 'food and clothing 
is carried out in an efficient and orderly manner. 

Turning now to the organisation in the island 
as a whole, I wish to say that i t  is nothing but a 
shaine that 48 hours after a Hurricane has hit this 
island, the Representatives of the People in the 
Legislature other than the Ministers of the Crow11 
h ~ v e  as yet not been given any clear direction, not 
even as a matter of courtesy, as to what the Gov- 
ernment is doing. I have heard only by gossip that 
for the purposes of this emergency the island has 
been divided into four zones. There would probai~ly 
be five zones if the Premier were not on the sick list, 
and each zone is under the administrative oversight 
of a Minister. 

I have been told that the parishes of R. Lucy 
St. Peter and St. Andrew are under the control of 
the Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour, that  
the Minister of Social Services will have the oversight 
of the parishes of St. George, St. Thomas and St. 
Joseph, that the Minister of Communications, Works 
hnd Housing will look after the parishes of St. 
Michael and St. James and the Minister of Agri- 
 culture, Lands and Fisheries will have the heavy 
task of the oversight of the parishes of Christ Church, 
St. John and St. Philip. 

That is good news; 'but i t  should be given t~ 
us officially; and I think it is a great discourtesy 
10 hon. members of this House that the rest of us 
have not been asked to take part in whatever is 
1 eing done. I t  is also a discourtesy that hon. mem- 
bers are not kept informed of what is being done 
so that we can direct our constituents as  to the  
proper procedure in  matters affecting relief. 
'Hon. R- G. MAPP: m. Lucy is all right.] I t  is not 
e matter of saying tKat this or that parish is alright. 

Even if in some parishes the damage is not 
as great as in others, the services of members should 
be enlisted particularly in those areas where the 
organisation could be strengthened. I do not think 
1 could give the Government the credit for keeping 
these things to themselves; they have a right t o  
i~iform hon. memljers as to the nature of the organi- 
sations which they are setting up. 

As to the finanmcial implications of the matter 
bcl'ore us, I treat it as a huge joke that this House 
is asked to provide the sum of $200,000 which, 
according to the Ministers, will be mostly used for  
housinq. I have no doubt that housing is an im- 
portant matter especially when so many thousands 
are without homes. 

I do not know that we should seriously feel that  + 

$200,0001 even as a temporary measure is sufficient 
to meet the demands which will be made upon the 
Government in this s trugglerwe have voted in this 
House precisely the same amount for the CiviI 
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Serraiits' Iiousir~g Loan, and even then the House 
uetided that more money should 'be put into that 
fund for housing Civil Servants. You can ask for 
ally amount as a temporary measure because the 
~ o t e  is only a token vote until the full extent of 
the damage has been known. But i t  is little short 

.CL" being realistic that this island has undergone 
clamage to the tune of $16 million and that is a 
cl)nservative estimate. 

When you take into account the loss of homes, 
lust of livelihood and loss of property, I would not 
be surprised if i t  were more than $35 million or 
$16 million. There are at  least 25,000 people home- 
less and I am wondering if i t  would not be a better 
idea for the Government to ask the House to w k e  a 
more generous financial provision and for the Execu. 
tive Committee to decide to introduce an interim 
Budget. Their power to spend would have to be 
illcreased and their actual spending would have to 
be increased. I t  therefore follows that they have 
got to adopt a more real financial policy and decide 
quite quickly and re-organise the Estimates this 
vear to bring them into line with this new demand. 
2.25 p.m. 

I n  conc~usion, Mr. Chairman, I should like to 
say this: I am not convinced, (and I do not think 
other members are) that relief measures are a, 
speedy or as effective as they could be. I am not 
convinced that supplies of food are reaching thc 
distributing centres as quickly as they could, or in 
the quantities which are necessary. We want to be 
assured by the Government and to urge upon ti?c 
Government the necessity of this matter which i- 
going to occupy days, and possibly, even weeks and 
money. I n  addition to food, shelter and clothing, 
there must be full sanitary provisions made, ancl 
medical resources ought to be mobilised to the sam+ 
extent as food and clothing in  order that we should 
have no delay. 

I am glad to see that the Government's building, 
a re  used for sheltering women and children, and T 
am more than proud to see that the people whos:: 
money has been used to a large extent to build those 
colossal buildings should have been the first to reside 
in them. I am sorry that there are not more of them 
for this purpose; and even though it has been crit- 
icised on other and genuine grounds, I further hop? 
that i t  'will be used even before the end of October 
ky persons who contribute to the well-being of this 
island and who are in  need of shelter. I t  is theil 
building and it is only right and proper that they 
should have shelter in  it. 

:W 
Finally, Mr. Chairman, I cannot impress upon 

the Ministers too seriously that they are not actic~g 
as nersons in authority. Information should not ,$ 
have been withheld, and the services of person. ' 
should have been commandeered even when it seerrs 
that they may not be needed. It is better to be cn I ' 
!he safe side of superfluity of personal services than 
to be asking where people are. 

There already exists in this island a large num- 
ber of voluntary organisations and I think that they 
should be called upon. I t  should never be felt that 
it is only on ceremonial occasions such as para,de3 
or when officials are to be decorated, that we wafit, 
to see the St. John's Ambulance working. This is 
precisely an occasion on which they should be work- 
ing, not only in the matters. of frills and furnishings 
on ceremonial occasions, but in those down to earth. 

I wish, therefore to state, that I am in sympathJ7 
with and give my support to the terms of this Reso- 
lution, although I urge the Government that thej 
should show a greater awareness and act with mart! 
authority and with more information at  their dis- 
posal. 

I am sorry that the honourable senior membe; 
for St. George is not in his place today. He is away on 
business; but had he been here, I am sure he would. 
have been able to tell us, in his customary forcefd 
style, what he discovered in his own constituency 
and what the state of affairs is like in that part of 
the island and those other parts which he would have 
visited. Doubtless, when he returns in  a few d ~ . y ~  
time, we shall be pleased to hear him. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is that this 
Resolution for the sum of $200,000 do now pass. 
Honourable members in favour of that please say 
"aye," those against, please say "no," I think the 
"ayes" have it. 

Mr. ALLDEIR: Mr. Chairman, I have oilly a 
few remarks to make. 

Mr. CHAIRNAN: I have declared alrtady. 
[VOICES FROM T H E  GOVERNMENT'S BENCH : 
Nasty! Shame!] 

On motion of Hon. DT. H. B. H. CUMMINS, 
seconded by  Hoa. H, E. COX, the 'OM- repurted 
the passing of the Resolution in Cdrnmzttee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resunzed the Ch&r and reporte~i 
accordingly. 

0'12 separate ~notbns  of HHo"lz. Dr. H. G. H. CU21I- 
NINS, semkled by Hon. M. E. COX, in, each oase. 
'the Resolution was read a first awl second time art2 
agreed to. 

Mr. flpeaker adjourned the House. 
4.40 p.m. 




