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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY . REIPLW3 . 

1 a Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. S ~ e a k e r .  I am ccmmand- 
Tuesda*, 21st Asgust, 1956. 

Pursuant the @'journment the House of 
Assembly met at 3 ~ ' c loak  p.m. today. 

PRESENT 

His Honour Mr. K. h'. R. I i u s u ~ ~ ~ s ,  ( #peake ) . ) ,  
  on. G. H. ADAMS, C.M.Q.. Q.C., B-A.,  (Prefitier), 
Hon. Dr. H. G .  I-I. CUMMMS, C.B.E.. M.D . , C.M., 
(MinCtsr of 80~iol Qs~vices), Hon. M. E. Cox, 
(fifinister of O O ~ ~ H ~ U & U ~ ~ O W ,  Works and H o ~ ~ ~ W ) ,  
Nr. L. E.,SMITH, J.P., ( O h d ~ m m  o f  c o ~ i t t e 6 ~ ) .  
Aon. R. Cf. MAPP, (Hinisfer of Trade Indusky a d  
Labour), Mr. I". 0. BRPAX, Mr. P. C .  ~ D D A R D ,  
(Le&r of the Opposition), Mr. F. E. Miller, Mr. 
3. A. HAPNES, B,A., Mr. E. St. A. HOLDER, MT. V. 
R. VAVURAN. Hon. C. E. TALMA, (,Miruiste?. o f  
c?~lfure Lands and Fisheries), Mr. 6. C. Tnm~,  M.A. 

Prayers were read. 

M I W S  

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the bonollr to inform 
the House that  the Minutes ebr the last meeting ate 
not yet ready for circulation. 

DOCUMENT LAID 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that 1 have received the Fiaancial Report 
df the Accountant General of Barbadw for  the 

. . ed to la the following :-- S .  

Ehp& to puestion enked by Mr. J. E. 'I'. Branaller 
on '29th May, 1956, regarding the.numbw of &- 
buses used in the Public Transport system. 

Reply to question asked by Mr. F. E. Miller as 
3rd July, 1956, in connection with the ipstallation 
of water standposts in the parish of ,St. Qeorge. 

Reply t~ cl-~estion asked by Mr. T. 0, Bry&n on 
3rd July, 1956 regarding the Coast Road from hads  
~~d to ~~t~ flock. 
. fieply to question asked by Mr. J. b. HaDss" 

on the 24th July, 1956 respecting tenantry road re- 
construction in the parish of St. Andrew. 

GO-NMENT NOTICES 

Hon. G. H. A1)AMS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
give notice of the following Resolution:- 

Resolution to place the sum of $41,500 a t  the 
disposal of the ($overnor-in-Execut,ive Comrnittge to  
supplement the Estimates 1956-57, Par t  l-Current, 
as  sholvn ill the Supplementar~ Estimates 195647, 
No. 22 which forms the Schedule to the Renolutloa. 

Ilon. &I. E. COX: Mr. Bpeaker, I beg to give 
notice of the following Resolution:- 

Resolution to authorise the Aoeonntant Gen- 
eral to make advances from time to time to the 
Postmaster General of such sums (not 'exceeding I 

$1,500,000 outstanding a t  any time) as may be 
neaessary to enable him to pay Money Orders. 

1. should also .like a t  this stage, Sir, t p  i s fom 
the rIouse that  i t  is m y  intention to .ask for leave to  
deal with this Resolutiou today as i t  is a very u r g w t  

month ended 30th June, tnis year. 

IrAPimSI LAm 

Hon. G. 13. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I am com- 
manded to lay the following :- 

Quarterly Return of Transactions in Rnrn to 
30th June, 19%. 

Public O%c?ers' I~ocln and Travdlina  allowance^ 
(scheduled Officers) (No. 2) R.egulations, 1956 

matter, Your Honour will remember that  1 sought 
Your. Honcrur's permisdon ta have :tfiis Resolution 
circulated before today in order that we may be 
able to get i t  through today. 

Hon. R, G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give 
notice of a Bill to amend the Customs Tariff Act. 
1921. 

I am also asking leave tu wit4draw a similar 
Customs Tariff B511 which is Order N o .  S on today% 
Order Paper. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member has 
asked leave to withdraw Order No. 3 and unless 
there be any objection leave will be granted. 

There bezng no objectior~ leave was granted Ihs 
Hon. ~iinister. 

Hon. C. E. TALitgA: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give 
notice of a Bill to repeal tne Department of Science 
and Agriculture Act, 1925. 

Hon. Dr. 13. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
beg to give notice of my intention to move the 
House into Cummittee of Supply a t  its next meek- 
ing to consider the Resolution for $41,500. 

Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice of a Bill to 
amend the Officers of Assembly (Salaries) Act, 1912. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

Hon. R. G. IVIAPP: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that a Bill to amend the Customs Tarid Act, 1921, 
be read a first t ~ m e .  

Hon. C. E. TAL31A: I beg to second that. 
T7ze qzrestion utns pvct and resol~red in the a;- 

firmtive without division. 
On, the motion, of Hom. C. E. l'alnza, seconcl,. 

ed by Hon. M.  E. COX the Bill to repeal the 
Department of Science and Sgriclrlture Act. 1925, 
was read a first time. 

the mOtiOlz of Hon. Dr. H .  E;. H .  C ~ M  
MINX, seconded by Hon. M. E. C O X ,  !lzP Bill to 
amend the Officers o f  tlze Assembl!, (salariPs) ~ ~ i ,  
1912, was read a first time. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister is asking 
leaye to take Order No. 2 as the first Order of the 
Day and unleas these be any objection, lave will 
be granted. 

Tlzere being no objection, leave was granted the 
Hon. 31inzster. 

On motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H.  CTlflilAVIIC"S 
secondeci b y  the Hon. M.  K.  COX, the Hotise tuent 
into Committee of S~rpply, Mr. Bmit7~ in the C7zair. 

Visit of Prison Expert. 

I-Ion. Dr. 13. G. I-I. CL,I3I1TNS : Last n celi. 1 
gave an  intimation of what this $600 was for. As 1 
said, there is a Prisons' Officer in  the area who mac 
on his way to British Guiana to do a similar job of 
investigating the Prisons there, and Government 
thought i t  would be a nice opportunity in view of 
the circumstances, to have an Officer of his expen- 
wee, and at  the same time, to go and look in and 
advise on our Prison here. He arrived here yester- 
day morning and will be here for five days; this 
$600 is to pay the expenses in connection with this 
visit which includes his passages and subsistence 
allowance. 

I beg to move that this Xesolution do now pass. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 

3.25 p.m. 
Mr. TUDOR: I t  is seldom, I think, that this 

House has had a more nonsensical proposition put  
before it. I n  so far  as  this Resolution is concernec!, 
obviously there must be certain things which puzzled 
hone members and especiallp hon. members 
who are on this side of the IIouse. Now I was 
not in my place last Tuesday, but I listened to the 

I radio reports which deal-c with our proceedings here, 
and also spoke to hon. members as to w4hat had 
tianspired. I formed the impression most distinctly 
that this person whom it is proposed to bring here 
and who h a  alrea,dy arrived to look into our Prism 
system, could not possibly have come here unless he 
had been specifically invited to do so. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it was said that one of the 
reasons why it was felt necessary that this I-Ious~ 
should meet last Thursday instead of today, was 
that i t  was necessary to have this money voted 012 

Thursday, so that  the invitation could be sent to this 
gentleman in time for his arrival m Monday. That 
is what I wpsi made to understand. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMSJ: Mr. Chairman? 
Mr. TUDOR : On whar, 1s the honourable mem- 

ber rising? 
Mr. C H A I R U N :  He is rising on a point of 

correction. 
Mr. TUDOR: But he has not said that. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS : So what? Xobody on this 

side of trle iiouse said that the money was necessary 
in oriter to send this gentleman an  invitation. If the 
honourable. member is quoting anybody, he should 
quote him correctly. Sometimes it is done inadvert- 
ently, but it always happens with him. 

~ r . '  TUDOR8: 1 would not have have anybody 
to draw any red herring across the trail. How did 
this gentleman come to be here? Are they going to 
lell us  then that they took it up  on themselves, with 
cut knowing where the money was going to come 
from, to ask this gelltlelnan to come here 2 Who 
tZuthorised them to do i t ?  Do they think that this 
House of Asienlbly is at  long last their rubber slaml~, 
that they knew i t  was alright that they could invik 
this gentleman officially? Did not one of them Say 
iast week that unless the money was voted they stood 
!c lose the opportunity of getting this man's services: 
That could only be their argument. 

It was an hononrable member on this side of 
the House who said that he was willing to meet last 
Thursday only if the cost of defraying the expense 
of this gentleman would come out of the pocket # ~ f  
the Minister themselves. But  the point is this: I 
$ a ~ ~ e  not yet strated to argue the main ihsne, I 21n 
arguing first that the priveleges of this IIouw 
seem to be going bp the board. I have had it, in  this 
instance at  any rate, on the authority of their 0 ~ 1 1  

mouths, that this person for ~ v h o ~ n  they are now ask- 
ing this money, arrived here yesterday, and they 
are asking us to believe that i t  is the merest coin- 
c;idence that he is here and that all me ran do 1 1 0 1 ~  
to straighten up the matter is to give them the money 
for which they are now asking. Who gave them the 
authority to invite this gentleman here? HOW coalcl 
they tell beforehand that, the House would be pre- 
pared to have him or to defray his expenses? And 
iE he came yesterday, and if i t  is still alright to 
vote the money for him, why did they make such a 
fuss about wanting the House to meet on Thursday? 
With whom do thes- ~ h i n k  they art1 dealing? 

Thr nest point is this: it has non* coule t u  the 
point that there are no words in  the English lan- 
guage which can describe the utter folly and absur- 
dity of the things which are being done by the Gov- 
ernment, but certain facts stand out m t h  respect t o  
what they are now llroposing. They are saying that 
an expert in  Prison Administration from the United 
Kingdom happens to be in the Caribbean area, per- 
haps a t  the cxpresr invitation of the British Guianc,e 
Government, to advise on Prisons and Prison reform. 
and conditions in British Guiana, and, according t o  
them, i t  is a good opportunity for him to come here 
aqd assist then1 in similar matters. But, Mr. Chair- 
man, everybody knows,-and they themselves must 
know it, - that they have appointed a Committee of 
Enquiry, authorised by them not only to go into 
the causes of the recent disturbances a t  the Prison, 
but also to go into all other matters connected with 

. Prison nlaintenailce and administration. S r e  they 
now telling us that before their own Conilnittee have 
reported to them, and before they know exactly what 
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h= been happening in an Institution whioh is GOV- 
ernment m, they propose to ask the taxpayers of 
this Island to spend another $600 to super-impose a 
one-man enquiry on a three-man Committee? A r c  
they telling u s  that this gentleman, for the few dsys 
when he will be here, will be seconded or co-opted 011 
the C o W t t e e  of Enquiry which has already been 
set up, to give t h m  the benefit of his knowledge and 
whatever assistance he can give? 

I do not feel that we should any longer sit dowm 
under these map-dash methods of doing things What 
you would have thought in a matter 1ikeJhis where 
the Hon. Minister is introducing this Resolution, he 
would have treated the House with the courtesy of 
allowing it at least to know whether or not the pres- 
ent C m i t t e e  of Enquiry is inadequate and the de- 
gree to which it therefore becomes necessary to make 
use of the services of this extra person. That is the 
outline which we shodd have been given ; the Minis- 
ter has not treated us with that courtesy because it 
has long liecome the custom of tKs House for Minis- 
ters and Government Members especially, not to &ve 
the Houae any information which i t  should have be- 
cause they think that it is iilipertineiice for us to ask 
for such information, and it is unnecessary for U:, 
to have any interest in the matter a t  all. But I am 
hard to satisfy id this respect. 
3.35 pm. I 

Before this Itesolution call have my support, thL 
Hon. Minister will have to tell this Houae what 
has happened. He onght to be prepared at least 
to give us an intcrini report of the fiudiiigs, always 
kupposing he is in a position to do so, ant1 to say 
what difficulties, if any, the Committee which they 
).et u p  is encountering, and therefore why it become: 
necessary for this extra person to come here a t  G m -  
ernment's expensc. 

Now, only they, Mr. Chairman. would think tnai 
a person who is here for four or five days-which 
would cause the necessity of this $600 to be spent- 
will have been here long enough to find out what is 
wrong with any Barbadian institution and especially 
any institution over which they have control. It 
is just their superficial way of thinkin2 that in four 
or five days this man will be able to tell them, no$ 
to tell us, what is wrong. If the?- think, Bfr Chair 
man, that that is the way their business should h 
done, we do not think we need worry, grieve or sol. 
row for them. Why T am concerned, Mr. Chair 
man, is because there is a principle a t  stake. Hoij 
romes it that in a matter which is judged by them 
to be of s ~ ~ c h  paramount iniportanvr t1lc.y catin fail 
entirely to give the whole House the facts? But  1 
am not surprised a t  all. It is well B n o ~ ~ n  that th, 
Hon. Minister of Social Services is not a t  a11 inclill 
ed to favour this House with any vital information 
with respect to env department for which he iq re 
s~onsible. He assum- that what i.; knot517 to him 
is known to the rest of us. and indeed if it is known 
to him it does not mean that it shonld he lrnown t o  
the rest of us. 

With respect to the substance of the matter- 
the conditions a t  the Prison-no man should bc 
rash enough to pronounre judgement until the Ofii 
cial Committee which has been appointed by tholrl 
has reported. You may have your opinion: I may 
have mine; but they might not he the same opinion 
With that we are to not now concerned; but to ask 
me Mr. Chairman, to sit here and allow them to  g ~ 1  

au7av with what T call nonsense by qiving them $500 
to bring a mar, here after the17 have set up Corn 
rnittee which has ntvt reportcd ic enconradny them 

in foolishness and that is what I am not prepared 
to do. 

1 am not convinced LW. Chairinan, that it is 
aecessary a t  all to h v ~  this man. This whole th l lg  
1s -coo snap-dash. This Government is comprised 01 

the kind of p e ~ p l e  on whom you cannot rely to 
take up  a serious suggestion a t  a moment's notice. 
Any Government that is made of responsible people, 
if they had trouble in at Prison or  in  any public I n  
~t i tut ion which they thought merited a pubh, 
enquiry, would not set up a local committee if they 
did not feel that the personnel of the Committee were 
competent. One of the members of the Committee 
of Xnquiry which they have set up  is a member of the 
Executive Committee. He is one of their chief 
friends and supporters of the Other Place, so that 
they have direct knowledge of what the Committee 
is finding out, what it will find out, and what it will 
.~ecorniiiend long before the rest of us. Are we now 
being told that their colleague. the member of the 
Executive Committee, has suddenly discovered that 
the Committee of Enquiry of which he is a member 
is no longer competent to investigate the matter 
iv'thin the terms of reference and has recommended 
to them that extra help should be called in? I f  that 
15 so, Mr. Chairman, i t  is silly to pretend that the 
visit for  four or five days of a m m  who by chance is in 
Barbados ~vo i~ ld  put right what has been going wrong. 
They cannot nrrdc.rstand-and i t  is difficult t o  make 
then1 understand-that you just do not do things 
that way. If you feel that the conditions a t  your 
Prison arr  so serious as to warrant a n  investigation 
or an enquiry, then set up a proper Committee 
You cannot set up a Committee of personnel men1 
bers of the 'Government and have them. report to you, 
and before the Committee makes known its findings 
you decide that you are going to bring in  a man who 
is in British Gniana to do something which that 
Conimittee has been called specificdly upon to do 
Why ~hould  the taxpayers money of the Islacad be 
frittered away to bring somebody here w h ~  on the 
face of it can achieve nothing? Why should yo11 
qive him subsistence allowance and all of that when 
you know beforehand that the scope and range 01 
his activities will not provide the results you want? 
T do not agree with this Resolution, Mr. Chairmalr 
and T h not suppose that  many who think about ii 
seriously will. I t  is a nonsensical waste of public 
funds and that it has come here is a disgrace. 

Mr. F. L. WB1,COTT: Mr. Chairman, you ar -  
n 211 aware of the methods that are used in  a matter 
such as this, because as a loyal member of the La: 
bonr Party v011 are one who subscribes to these uci 
hoc and chance-like methods of doing things whicbd 
come up to be dealt with in the portals of the 
peculiar organisation of the Par ty ;  but when YOII 

tiild the same attitnde of mind prevailing in things 
which are to be dealt with by the Government, those 
of 11s \rho r e s p a t  proper methods of doing t h i n s  
within public administration have to speak againqt 
uich methods being used in the public interest. 

Now. Sir, i t  is not unusual that such a Resolu 
tion would come from the Minister who holds this 
pal-tfolio. because his method of dealing with social 
matters has been one of using anything palliative or 
expedient in order to  get something done, even if it 
comes to making a suggestion like the famous sugges- 
tion which was to make people pav more for opera- 
tions and then to deny he had anything to do with it. 

This is another instance of how this ~Covern-nent 
does th inp .  What Gwernment after agreeing to 
the settinp up  of a Committee of Enquiry to deal 
with anything arising o11t sf a distnrbance at thp 
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Nobody can prevent the Governinent, pwerful  
and autnoritatire as it is, fro111 spend~iig this inolley. 
If i t  '~11e1-e six million dollars that they wanted to 
spend, it would be passed: we Iiave reached the stage 
in politics ill Barbados \t-herr> it \voultl be l~asirci : 
but we nlust blame the electorate. \\'hen you give 111- 

d i ~ i d u a l  politicians and. partieh abbolute p o ~ \ e r  and 
blind co-operation, that part\- of indi~idual\  \\-ill get 
so indiscreet in the practice of its politics that you 
you will get anything happening. T aln cul.ci. Mr. 
Chairman, that it would be better if this $600 were 
kept unused or it would have bren used for a better 
purpose if i t  were spent to inlprove the condition, at 
the Prison. I t  is now seven -1.ars sinct. I have been 
fighting single-hal~declly to get a ~notoriscd traas- 
port unit for the I'rison so as to avoiil sic.B priscn- 
crs from wal!l:ing from the Pl+ison at Station Hill 
t o  the General Ilospital at Jentnrotts Lane, 
a i d  from compel1 jng them to \v:111c ~\--lth ail able- 
bodied warder. It is a sight which is very humiliat- 
ing to everybody except members of the Government 
who are the persons who could remedy it. Even 
those prisoners who came down from the roof very 
ill had to walk across to the General Il~il?itill in i i  

weak stqte of health. They had to walk evcry inch of 
the way. I do think that this $600 wo~lld go a very 
far  way in  buying a small jeep or pick-up so that 
the sick can be transported to the General Hospital 
from that institution. You do not hasre any sj-m- 
rpathy in  things of this sort. You believe yon can do 
n~ you like, and then remind the teeming masses of 

ing on, my eyes began to spring water because of its 
use. Those are the injustices which this Government 
would perpetuate. 

Nr. Chairman, there is no reason for having thc 
use of this man, regardless of how adept he may be 
at P r i m  reform, because whenever he makes his 
recommendations, he cannot compel the administra 
tion a t  the Prison that they should not withhold thc 
latitude which warders must have if o ~ d e r  musfi 
prevail a t  the Prison. He cannot prevent one seetior! 
from working agfiinst onc section. He cannot prevent 
due hectio~l froill liili~ig up \\'it11 the prisoners dnd 
thus cause a break down In the discipline. EIe oan- 
not compel warders to respect prisoners as the? 
should, alnd that is why it ig a waste of time if WC 

spend this $600. 
The prisoners at  present at  Glendairy are for 

the most part  between the ages of 18, 20, 21 and 22 
years. They are young adventurous youths. That is 
all i t  is to that. They saw the opportunity for doillg 
what they did. They heard the grumblings of those 
who were to keep them in order, and because of that, 
we ,%W some of them lined up on the side of some 
t~arders. AS 1 have said, the opportunity presellted 
itself and they said: "We are going on top of tb 
roof." If the administration had ally commonsense, 
it ~vould have avoided using tear-gas and was"ng 
water ill trying to get theln down, because they T v o ~ l d  
have to come donill. w h a t  has happened is that the use 
of sllch things has injnrJi to residents in the 
area and without resulting and apology 
~ h ~ t  is all that the adlliillistrPtion has (joJle because 
a huUpv lnan canllot remaill illdefillitely the top 
of a roof. 

Nr.  Chairman, I notiraed certain C;overnment 
members, on the same (lay and at the same hours 
when the clistm-11anc.c. \ \?I ,  taking place at  the l'riso~l 
passing by without stopping to see or hear w h a ~  was 
h a ~ ~ e n i % '  '\rO1le the and 
I - ~ ~ P ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Y  which have, in t~ see '' 
they ~vould be able to bring about an anlieable un- 
derstanding betmen the staff and the pl-isoners. 
BPembers of the Government Jignored irhilt war 
:!oing 011 although it was their responsibility. 

has been levelled at  the-~overnnlent I think woula 

what happened three hundred years ago and tell 
them that you brought them from slavery, and a 
lot of noiisense, and hand out to them a slogan 
which would get all of them to prance up  and put 
you back into the House. Were it not for all of that 
we would not get this treatment from Government. 
I a@ saying that not one of the ,ministers of the 
Government has the sympathy which should be 
carried by such a person in  the important and re- 
sponsible position which he is. 
4.15 p.m. 

I)o tlot let ill(. J1inistc.r for Social Serrices sit 
,~,,,-,, there itllcl sne,Ar llnaer lljs a m s .  1 aln serious 
about \--hat I saying, and if the Hon. Xinister 
got llluraer for ~onle  tillle7 it does not 
mean Ile js always going to get alvay with murder 
all the time, because I chdlenge him ancl ally oth(?! 
of thrm, will fi9ht it out to the extreme when- 

;111 n i l l  b. l ~ a :  i ~ l r  this 1 ' 1 : i ( ~  ancl coiiig to the 
F,lcc.tor:lte for tlte rt~iie\vaI ot oily luandate. I t  is 
regrettable and -\vliat T am sa~-ing is not only jni con- 
l,cc.tion wit11 this case at (:leadaii.~- Prisoll, but the 
Iron ;l.Ilnistel. h(,lils an important position ancl is 
n:enlbcl. of .everdl vital ~ e i i ~ h  in this community, 
;tnd t h ~  ~ ' i i l s  that are bou~id up xvitli him callnot 
hc rc>nlo\-ed urilrss the Hoi~ .  Ninister of Soci;ll Ser- 
rives says they are to be removed. I am speak;l?g 
about other bo(1ic.s ~rhic.11 thcl 11011. JIinistrr domi- 
 late'. d11d his llse~eislless is forced 011 such 
boclics. Hp sits bi~c.1; disregarding e'i erv possible suf- 
fering \vhilc making the greatest claini for ~~~~~er 
"11(1 his rtturn to this Chanbrr,  and I believc* that 
ilie peo13le in St. Thomab lwpt hiin ont so long be- 
fore they sent 1iin1 here, that no~v he is her(>. he is 
talring advantage of them. "They kept me seven 
\ ears runni~lg ancl now I get in I don't carp how 
\ c,n crt bj- l ' '  The rlec.torate is too blintl but some . 
of 11s \rill tcaacli  then^. 

111.. GODDAKI> : 3Ir. Chairman, I thi.11~ we 
are  elltitled to from the ~ ~ o l l ,  ;lIiGster of So- 
cial Services ,\-llrth6.r +he Conlmlshion that has beell 
appointed to illvestlgate the conditiolls at Prisol, 
ib i,l favour or has aslced that this expert lvho bap- 
pens to be in the territory to brOllgh~ lhere to as- 
>i\t tlieni in their findings. All the criticism lhat 

riot have talcell place hacl the Xinister in introlduc- 
1116' the Resolutio~l g i ~ e n  a fuller picture. We do not 
17 i\h to anticipate the Coinn~ission's Report. We 
k:a\-e a n  idea of what has happened,--sonle of us 
r,~ight be \+roi~g--but 13-e do not wish to put  our 
finger on any weal; spot in the administrati011 there. 

I thinli \\-(-c are entitled to know whether the Com- 
lnission llas agrccd before Government decided that 
here is an expert and it \voulcl be of use to have him 
here; are we to learn later on that there are tc~ 
1,: two ~~ldepeiiclc~lt reports? I t  niay seem ridiculou:~ 
I),>- ackiri:,! these clnestions and it is because that 
lllfOI'lllilti011 d1011ld have been voluntarily given us 
Tf it had been giren to us we would not be asking 
for it today I tl~inl: thl, JI~~liste!. will realists that. 
hc nlay have lapsed in not giving the full intro- 
c!r*ttioii to the Resol~~tion. and I am asking him now 
if he can a n s ~ ~ ~ e r  ns on that point. How far 01 

.crl:at anireen~ent has been nladc with the exist in^ 
Conlmiuion for the expert to come here? 

Iloll. Dr. 11. G. 11. CTi&'I!lfI?rTS: The Commis- 
<;on i, still sitting. I t  has not conrluded its labour< 
and therefore it is not in a position to ail, 
for any advicc from any exgert. That is my im- 
(;ression and they eonlrl only do it if in makina 
their Report they could embody it in the Report. 
But what happened is this, and; it was said here last 
week: We got the information, via the same news- 
paper as the bon. m~mn?c.r\. that thir gentleinan waq 
on his way to 13ritish Guiana. This is an expert 
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on prison Administration from the United Ping- ' necessary and fail to give the Superintendent what 
dom. The gentlemen here on the Commisison art: he feels would cause the Prison to be run on progres- 
not experts, but they are enquiring into the facts, sive lines. 
and when they are finished t h y  will submit a Re Mr. E. D. NMICTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I am sorry 

on the facts; but they am not, experts on ad- that I was not here when the Hon. Minister made h& 
ministration. The Government, seelng this in the ppening remarks, but I hpve made some inquiries. 
"Advocate", thought i t  would be a good idea on Judging from what has been said, this Officer is corn- 
their ow'n initiative, not the initiative of the mem- ing here for a period of five days the coat to the 
hers of the ComGsion, t o  ask British (3uk.na Government will be approximately $600. I wonder 
whether this gentleman could come to Barbados and if the Hon. Minister rnu ld  tell us something more 
advise US On Prk0n Administration. 1 am not in a about this matter. The Hon. M;inister has said thqt 
p~si t ion to say that the administration has broken this gentleman was ~ ~ i t i ~ h  Guiana and they have 

I am allticipating the Comazission. IC am requested that he should come to Barbados. A t  least 
not in a position to say one w4ay or another; but w h a ~  ,, should have been told how money is for 
I say is that this gentleman is expert on P r i s o ~  doinr the job, how much is for his passage, and so on. 
Administration from the United Kingdom on thu I may think of how much is for his hotel maintenmce 
way to British Guiana on a similar mission. H e  and what his passage from ~ ~ i t i ~ h  Guiana would be, 
came here and has asked: can he b,?t I mould have thought that we would have heard 
di: in five days?" But  he is accustomed to dealing fro, the >tinister something more; that would 
with prisons with three thousand inmates and he have softened the shock honourable 
could look around and put his finger On the pulse got bp the appointment of this specialist, a., the Hoa 
of what happened in  the prison. ? 'Tini~tar  t i > r n ~  him, to r q ~ o ~ t  on the administration 

Mr. AIADER: Mr. Chairman, 1 do n a  of Prisons while you have a Commission of Enquiry 
what killd of expert this mall is - iie t ould be 2 into the matter. 
genius -- we do not need him to investigate con I suppose that human beings-and prisoners are 
c~ttion_- a t  our prison with about one hundred or tw included in that term-react all over +.he world h 
hundred if so many in a prison here, with Barbadiaa bad treatment. I say that this would have been a 
i n  a small island like this: i t  is not necessary; anJ  it l,,onclcrful opp,,rtLulity for the 1 1 ~ ~ .  31illistcr of sobial 
is the incompetence and ignorance of the ad- Services to have thrown some light on the mattel 
ininistration of the Government which has caused because those of us who were shocked at the sit-down 
them to decide that an must be strike, as they call it, realised that something must 
ThGs is not a prison in Llondon or Dartmoo~ have gone wrong; it would have been a good thing 
where you have scientists and experk too for the Hon. wnis te r  to tell us  that  rumour has 
the cells want to turn  over the prison, and , agajn been a lying jade. It was stated i n  the Press 
where there are as good experts in  the cells as yon call i that the administration had broken do-, and he 
get from the Universities or anyfibere else. A\ eouplc c :idnzitted that he had gone through thee 
of young boys up there get a chance to go on the ' - Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: On a point 
roof and therefore You must bring in the whole of ,f order. I said that I am not prepared to say that the Scotland Yard to tell you how to handle them! Han  ah;nistration has broken do.m; I have to 
dle them Like human beings; that is all you have 
to do. If they produce food in the prisons, let 
them eat it. . As I have been te l l iw You all along, 
lf you make theln grow carrots, put thenL in the 
rice and let them eat the carrots; do not let the 
people from outside them at price. 
cio not have to them, and if you 
of his labour that is a piunishi% him. 
Work them and let them produce wealth, but let 
tile111 use part of the wealth. You do not nec>d a nliul 
from overseas to tell you that. If the inan were 1101 
in the area you would not have wanted hiin; you 
would have managed without him; and if common- 
sense was app,jicd that problem could be solved. 
What is more, you say you b e  a izrst-class super- 
intendent a t  the prison, a man ~vho llas special 
training in prison refolqn, and me have seen hid 
knowledge manifested in the small improvemelzt ul 
+here at the prison; and he has just come back from 
getting additiolzal kno~vledge on pipison reform. 

This man has sufficie~rt knowledge and i t  wants 
the cofidence of the Gover-ent now through the 
Eljnister of Social Services to niake the m7arders 
feel that Government is not willing to take wclvaataoi. 
of them if they are  offered an  opportntlit~ of imi?vo~, 
m g  their livelihood. 
4 25 pm. 

That is what it wants. It is said that Mr. Red. 
head is a capable man. Since he has been there, 
-many improvements have %ken place and yet some of 
the recommendations which he has made, the Hon. 
Winister of Social Services has failed to implement. 
YOU put  'a man in  a responsible position and then 
when he asks for tools with which to do the job, you 
befuse to give him; you prefer to spend any amount 
af *money 'to carry oat  an investigation which is un- 

report of the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ i ~ ~  of ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ .  
Mr. E. D. NOTTLEY: Then at least, the Hon. 

lfinister should take the opportunity of saying 
whether 7 or 8 Warders have been dismissed or sus. 
pended or not. ~f you are bringing somebody to 
,,,quire into the administration of the Prison, and 
we see that these Warders have been dismissed or 
Puspended, then is wrong. The Hon. Min- 
ister's point is not that he cannot say what the posi. 
tion is, but he will not say what it is. What we think 
iq that the Hon. Minister should realise that this 
the first opportunity which the Government has had 
to do anything about the sit-down strike at the 
Prison, and therefore, this would have been a great 
o~por tuni ty  for him to say what has happened. 

If there is anything \TTrong \vith the administra- 
tion, then let us know; I do not say that you could 
attl*ibute direct blame to the Administration for 
 hat has happened, but they should come out and 
a y  %mething about the matter. The Hon. Ministei 
must have heard I have heard that one of the chief 
Teasons for the disturbance was the serving of bad 
food; people have been taking food which has not 
been sold out, and which was purely f i t  for dumping 
in the Careenage, and  have been taking that food 
to  give to the prisoners. I repeat that  this would 
have been a wonderful opportunity for the Et~ t1 .  

Mhister to say that they are not satisfied, if that 
is so, and they could give a good  son why they 
are  bringing this man here. It is not good enough 
merely to put  in  this Addendum; "The Director 0' 
Prisons Administration i n  the United Kingdam is 
adxising the Government of British Guiana on prison 
administration. It is consid3red that  the opportuzlit~ 
should be taken for him* to  visit Glendairy Prison 
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so that he can inspect and advise 011 it-, acl111llllstr.~~- 
tion. ' ' 

'I'hcj. should have said a little more. In the same 
may that I have heard all these thiugs, i t  is quite easy 
for the Hon. Minister to quell these rulnours by w i u : r  
that they aJe not true or otherwise. I t  is: true that 
these Warders have been disnlissed or swe l lded?  
We are asked to vote this money, but call the LIo1l 
Minister say if there is any truth- 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : If this will 
satisfy honourable members, I will say that no 
TT7a,rders have been dismissed, they have been sus- 
pended. 
a. E- D- hlOTTLEY: Well7 they have been 

suspended. There is no point in  having to pull things 
out of the Hon. Minister. The Press is saying these 
l!iings, ail($ the ho11. members are s k e d  every 
day, up and down the Warders have been sus- 
pended; i t  is time therefore that some reason for the 
suspension of these Warders should be given. This 
~ o u l d  have ;bee11 a wonderful OpportunitJr for 
H011 Minister to saST here today whether the ~ldlnln-  
ibtration of the Prison has broken dou 11. Tile f that 
the Goverllnlent h a  agreed t.0 the suspension of these 
6 or 8 llTarders shows that the administration has 
brolien clown, ancl i t  l ~ ~ o u l d  have been infillitel~ brttel. 
for the Hon. mnister  of Social Services be abl? 
ta  say not inerely that they need to ham a slnau 
Commissioiz of Enquiry to go into the circnnlqtances, 
but also to say that i t  is nece~sary to hay(' this 1llall. 

As soon as the Q.overnment agreed to the suspension 
of these Warders, then the adininistratioll has broken 
down. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. ~ ~ ~ ~ M I ~ S  : I ~v~~l lde l '  i f  I k l l ( "~  
that the administration had broken down, whether 
1 would not have said i t ;  that is something for the 
Commission of Enquiry to ay. 
4.35 pm. 

Mr. E. D. MCrTTTJET: T thinlr the IToll. Milliq- 
ter has made mistake in preselltin;t his case. Of 
conrse, the 11011, member has his 37-R.>- of ~ r ~ ~ e l l t l l * ~  

very uufit for liurllal~ co~~sumptiori. However, Sir, 1 
:un sorry that the llon. iblinister did not preserlt 
his case. + 

11011. Dr. 11. C;. l[. CUI1.IhfINS: Tile hon. 
mer~iber ku.orns ao~tlethi~lg of tlie law. The 11011. mem- 
ber l<llo~vs that Trliell a case is what we call sub judut 
that as little colillllellt as I,ossible is made. The hon 
lllclllber ~IIIOTVS very well that w)e have appointed a 
(~o~nmission to pet the facts, and that Commission 
V, ,pl,oillt cc1 before we knew that this gentlemar 

go;llg to be in the area. 
Mr. E. U. AlOrI?T1,E!Y: I was sayillg that as , 

result of all those runlours which you have heard 
.llcl niLieh lye hearcl tllat to ~ u s t  present thr 
case bJ, what i.; in the Acldendul~ to the 
~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ t i ~ ~  is not enough. After all, we can think. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, valuable a has 
been the colltribution by the hon. member who has 
just I tllillli that the,(,  is 111uch Illore to be 
said on this matter. How comes i t  that  this gentle- 
Inan is here, Obviously, he is here on the advice 
and at the request of $he Government of this colony. 
vnt lloM7 did they knoTv that they could take the e 

risk of bringing him here when a t  the time of issuing 
the invitation there was no provision to bring himf 
~ h ~ t  to me is their most serious crime. They have 

their own responsibil~ty so slighted the authority 
of bhis House that they could afford to put their 

out to invite him here to do what they want 
itlLoll+ their hityiJIF tht, alltllori*tion to pay tile 

money 4 0  have him here; and i t  is indicative of the 
blunting of the susceptibilities of members of this 
House in recent years. A matter which is passing all 
of us without notice is that +he House of Assembly 
,an be , ignored that Government can take it for 
granted that i,t can ask a man tci come bere and 
~indertake to pay him long before they have asked 
thr Houre t o  pay the fu11ds. Of vonrse, knom4itlg 
then, as we do, they will find the money to pay him 

if the I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  does llot give them the money- 
1 The.i- have their ways of expending public money y 

his case; 1 SHppoSe, if T WerP ~resel1tillF it. 1 
hare my map. YOII have il Co111~i~sioll of En~(11il 
sitting 011 this n1attW. flllil YOU ;Ire noTT aqlcillF ' 01' 

$600 to brine. this Prison expert to  loolr into tile 
matter for >-on. 1 ~ o n l d  thiak, sillcc .i.m1 l~a1lt thic 
expert, to look into the matter that the afini1li~trati(~ll 
has broken do~l.11 ; and that sePnl\ to to :?p 
position of the case. All T am saying is t l l ~ t  3'311 

lq&icll does not alTvays come to the knowledge of this 
I I o ~ ~ s ~  because if it does come, i t  would not win, 
approral. If they are saying that they asked him 
her( \yell knowing in  advance th& the House would 
grant them the they are only saying in 
other \vords, that they call rely 011 their well tried 
snpportcrs lTho are llot, required to think; and accord- 
ing to their oTvn words, they lcnOw their party dis- 

rniist. have +,he opportllnitv of presentinz thiq to the 
public. 1 thiillr this wonld have hem 8 ll*onaerflll 
opportunity for y o ~ i r  presentation o f  the facts 60 

that the public wonld he able te see 7vha1 i~ happen 
inn, and to see that the Gnrernmant i< itoi~in its hest. 
To say hrlldl?~ what ie, in the Addendnm to t h ~  Rc< 
nlntion. that the Director af Prisons Administration 
in the TTi~ited Kinqdom is adu i s in~  the Go~~ernrnsot 
oE R~i t i sh  G ~ i a n n  on p r i~on  adminifitration. and i t  jq 

cnrasidered that the n p p o r t ~ l n i t ~  shonlcl hc taken for 
hini to visit Gl@lldail?- Prison qn that he r a n  inspert 
Rnil ndvific on its ;ldminir;t,.atinn i s  I I O ~  cnongh. 

FTowwr, T hope the T-fon. Minicter wvonld prrh- 
s ~ n t   hi^ O R F C  T do not thil~lr it is tnn late for him 
to do so. The rnmonr is thfif solt~ctlii~ln has con0 
Trronn ,4c R n i a t t ~ r  of fact. T ha770 rcroired l e t t c ~ ~  
from the nrisoners .2lthrn~ph it i s  wid thnt ther  are 
made 7-ictimc: f o r  cittine dolt-n. it i s  ronlmon rnmoi!i. 
titat the nrilloinal roaaon for their s i t t i i ~ ~  down is 
h ~ ~ a n c e  the nersnns who were responsible for bnving 
t h ~  fnods t i~f l~  o f  the nricon arc h1lvinr t h ~  worst 
kind of foodstnffs. T know pears a m  thet the C m -  
ernment had a purveyor. T i~nderstand that that L 
"Ot heinp done noar and that we have ncraons woine 
o ~ ~ t  and buying foodstnfls, and those fooitc;tntPI: arz 

, ;plillc~ so \re11 that tlicy knolr they are only required 
to port the Government. 

8 f  all the balderrash that I liavc heard, I think 
tlie stateinent from the Hon. Minister of Soeiar 
Services must easily rank first. Without explaining 
or attempting to explain holy he happens to know 
of the Director of Prisons in  the United Kingdom 
he SRJ-S he read it-and they read it-like angbodr elk(. 
in the nenpapers. T thank them for  small mercier 
and 1 SR;~. that i t  is a relief to know that some of 
tllelll Call ITo~revei., gon are asking members of e 
this House to believe that on no higher basis than 
that of chance hearing or c h ~ n c e  reading of an articlu 
in tbr newspaper that a n ~ a j o ~  mpect of Government'e 
i ) ( ) l i~y  ha\ been dccidecl on. F a ~ ~ c y ,  just by he;rrir.g 
that a nlan is in British Gniana or by readiiig it * 
in the "Advocate" that a reFsponFsible Minister of the 
Crown decides that this person can be invited on 
hearsay evidence. That is his; own admission. He 
may not known beforehand either of the neces- 
6ity for having thp man or indeed of the quali6catiom 
of the man. and he i% arguing fool i~b1~ as an after 
ll~ollsht to holster up this matter that the man is 
~e'"omed to lwking into the discipline of pri*onprc 
in l f l r ~ e ~  Ppiwnq than Clendaim.: a d  themforu + 



keeause of the large number of prisoners which comes 
under his notice, he is 8 fit aPa proper pemp to do 
what is to be done here. 
4.45 pm. 

I am, concerned more than anything e h  with 
the affront which has been levelled a t  this Howe, 
and it is probably only in this Chamber that a 
Minister could get away with what would be in 
other circumstances a most damaging admiwiou- 
that they had actually invited the man mthout 
the sanction of the Legislature so far as the Puuds 

.ore concerned, and they think it a good thi~lg to 
boast or imply that they have sa much control over 
this Assembly that they could invite this man here 
well knowing in advance that the House of Assernblg 
uould provide the funds. That is more serious, and 
it IS something that this House ought t o  resent very 
bitterly. With respect seco~ldly to the merits of the 
Besolution, if you had listened Mr. Chairman, as 
.arefully to the Minister as 1 did - and 1 think 
pcrhaps you did because he was very emphatic, you 
would have heard him imply that it was because hc 
himelf does not h o w  what is wrong with the 
P~ison that he set up the Committee of Enyuir~ 
upon it, and he refused to be drawn into any dis- 
cussion as to the conditions of work amang t te  
prison officers or even the treatment of the prisonerL 
themselves. I wish to say this: that I think he wd.. 
quite right in his refusal to enter into discussion OLI 

tnese matters. But Mr. Chairman, when he aljowe6 
that Committtee to be set up, he knew before Izonti 
that there were certain things about the Ij'rison that 
hc did not know, and therefore he set it up to find 
out for himself and f o ~  the public the truth about 
ccrtain things. Then again on his own admissioli we 
hear that the Committee has not yet reported and 
he is asking us not to anticipate its findings (by 
discussing matters of detail whether factual or not, 
and  while he is doing that, he himself is anticipating 
tiie Committee by superimposing on it the services 
01' a gentleman who according to him is an expert 
in Prison Administration, without knowing what, the 
Cbmmittee itself will have to say about the adminis- 
tration of the prison, without knowing whether t h e  
Committee will find that the administration of tllc 
prison is in itself the cause of the disturbance. 
IYithout knowing all that, he is undertaking to allow 
this gentleman to come into the matter without indi- 
catmg whether the scope of the gentleman's enriuiry 
is to be parallel to the enquiry already proceeding 
or whether it is to supplement it or indeed t9  
cancel it out. None of these things he has saii: so 
that even, Mr. Chairman, if Members of this Bcmm 
were prepared to forgive them for the insult which 
+hey have given to the House in bringing the man 
before the House voted the money, if we are pm- 
pared even to forgive them, and him especially for 
the superficial and incompetent way in which he 
has handled this matter so far as presentation to 
the House is concerned, if we are prepared to for- 
give all of that, you cannot overlook, Mr. Chaiizlan 
the superimposition of this man, who is only an 
expert in Prison Administration, on the work of the 
Committee already set up to investigate the cauae 
of the disturbance. If the Hon. Minister for Socia] 
Services had treated the House to his customary 
contempt and did not condescend tiol answer or to 
make the few explanations, I am sure he would haw 
stood in a much better light: because all silence, 
Mr. C'hairman, is not necessarily insolence; some of 
~t could have been put down to ignorance; but the 
Minister was rash enough to nndertake to give a 
few aplttn&ions in  er both ts the hon. eeni3r 

member for St. John and the hoa. senior n~ember 
for the City; and it was these few interventions h 
this debate and the few things he said, that he read 
the report like anybody else in the newspaper, 
he does not h o w  what is wrong at the prison but 
that a Committee was set up, and this man ia  

to tell you about prison administration- 
had he remained silent and not said these thmye, 
we would have been inclined to give him the benefit 
of the doubt; but he has put his foot into it by the 
explanations he has given, because he has made h3 
cme worse than we wtudly thought it was: and 
by his intervention he has made us to  see that h@ 
has not got the faintest reason to do what he ia 
asking us to do, but that somebody has told him 
to do it and that this is only a brazen attempt OL 

their part to wring $600 out of the Public Treasury 
because at the moment they cannot think of an3 
more absurd reason for having it. I am not goby 
tc support them on it. That should not raise an3 
heart-aches because they know my attitude to these 
things already; but I am concerned txat whenever 
they on their own initiative undertake to find out 
what is wrong with a Department under their cou- 
trol, they should not give the impression that they 
are oct only ignorant but dso indifferent; and by 
the presentation of this Resolution, by their admis- 
*ion that the man is here before they knew how 
they were going to pay him, and by the affront they 
have made to the House in so dloing, in my opinion 
tbey have made themselves both ignorant and 
indifferent . 
4.55 p.m. 
m. MILLER: I jnst want to say a simple 

word. I must say that I was somewhat. touched by 
the remarks of the hon. senior member for St. John 
when he referred to the conditions existing at the 
Prison where the Prisoners have to walk a mile m 
more to perform their duties. I sincerely hope that 
the Government would make wme means of tram- 
port available to the Prison. I am not at all in 
agreement with all the remarks made to-day as Do 
the expenditure of this $600 in gebting this expert 
here; it is time that we have a change or some reform 
at the Prison. Having regard to what we know of 
the British Prisons to-day, what obtains hem can be 
regarded as being obsolete. 

Judging from the speeches o~f hon. membem, they 
have missed the concept aback of getting this expert 
here. We want to have the type of reform like that 
which obtains in other Countries. I gleaned from the 
remarks of the Hon. Minister of Social Services that 
the idea of getting this expert there is not any kind 
of buttress of the sitting Commission, but that the 
idea is to bring about the necessary Prison reform. 
Despite the fact that you have a Superintendent of 
the Prison who is a particula%$ good man from 
what we have been told, yet we can do with an expert 
to make a report on what is yet necessary to be done 
at the Prison. I hope that the Hon. Minister of Social 
Services in his final word will promise to bring about 
the amenities which should be included in the reform 
of the Prison. 

Mr. BRANCKER: As to this Resolution, Mr. 
Chairman, I am not averse to having an official from 
the United Kingdom talting a look at our local Prison 
administration, because I am sure that it will be in 
the interest of the prisoners as well as in the interest 
of the Staff, if this official has a look at our Prison 
and will apply the same yardstick towards the proper 
running of the Prison in this Colony as would apply 
equaJly in Great Britain. Therefore, I do not object 
to this particular amount of money which is not irs 
large as Imny other amounts which are brought t o  



this ,Chamber to be passed for bringing experts here. 
Phings have got to such a bad past with these men 
being suspended, and with the Commission of Enquiry 
still sitting-and I ubdersrtand that when gentlemen 
of the long robe had been 'asked to appear on behalf 
of the Warders, they had the utmost difficulty, until 
recently in securing an audience. 

When a Commission is sitting, and the Varders 
want bheir side of the case presented, they seek the 
assistance of p e w m  who have had some experience 
in such matters. I have been told that when gentle- 
men like Mr. J. S. B. Dear and Mr. H. A. Williams 
went to appear on behalf of the Warders, they were 
treated with scant courtesy. If the local Commis- 
sion is adopting that attitude, it may be well for 
the Director of Prisons in the United Kingdom to 
advise on the local Administration. 

What has struck me about the local Committee 
is that of the thee  persons, there was no Barbadian 
who, apparently, was found worthy of a seat on this 
Board. We have the Irish gentleman who is the 
Chairman, an English businessman, and we have 
our esteemed medico from St. Vincent. Although I 
see no objection to such things from the Imperial 
standpoint, y.et I still wonder whether, on a Com- 
mittee like ths ,  at least one Barbadian was not found 
suitable enough and competent enough to make a 
place on this small Board. 

I gather that there was an attempt either to 
bluff or to rush us into a hasty decision last week 
that it was either then or never; that if we did not 
pass the Resolution then, there was no hope of get- 
ting this man to make this investigation. However, 
in view of the fact that the Committee at present does 
not seem to be working as well as one would have 
expected it to work, and in view of the fact that 
Prison Administration in the United Kingdom is on 
a higher and better level than it is in this Colony, it 
is as well that we have the opinion of a person from 
a big country. Consequently, I am disposed to snp- 
port the passing of this Resolution. 

The question that this Resolution do now p . s s  
w m  p t  and resolved in, the a f i rm t i ve ,  the Commit 
tee dividing as follows:- 

Ayes:  Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Hon. Dr. H. G. H. 
CUMMINS, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E. TALMA, Hon. 
R. G. MAPP, Mrs. BOURNE~, Messrs. HOWER, BRYAN, 
VAUQHAN, MILLER, BRANCKER, HAYNES, E.  K. WAL- 
C O W  and GODDARD-14. 

Noes: Messrs. F. b. WALCOTT, TUDOR and ALL- 
m . - 3 .  

The  Resolutim was passed. 

CURE AT ST. MICHAEL'S CATHEDRAL 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The next Resolution, 

which appears first on the Order Paper, is a Resolu- 
tion for $5,000. This is a simple Resolution in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of the Anglican Church 
(Partial Suspension) Act. The Cure of 3he Cathe 
dral was vacant for a period of six months from the 
beginning of this year, and the salary has been 
lapsing in the Treasury. A temporary appointlnen~ 
].!as been made from the 1st July, and the o13ject of 
this Resolution is to pay the sum of $1,620 to the 
locum tenens of the Cure for the period until the 
end of the financial year and to have a sum of money 
in hand to meet similar cases which may arise. 

I beg to move that this Besolution for the sum 
of $5 ,W do now pass. 

Hon. Dr. H. C. H. CUMMINX: I beg to second 
&at. 

The question that the Resolution do now pass 
was (put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

On motion of Hbni. Dr. H. Q. 'H. CUMNINX, 
seconded by Hom. , M'. E.' COX; %P. CHAIRLIIBiV 
reported progress and asked leave. for the Comqnitiee 
to sit again. E .. 

Ma-. C B A I R M A X  reported to Mr. S P E A K E R  
who remm,ed the C H A I R  and reported accordingly. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr Speaker, 
I beg to move that this House do now adjourn for 
half am hour. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
T h  question was put and resolved ini the affirm- 

d i v e  without division and Mr. S P E A K E R  'adjozcrn- 
ed the House accordingly. 
5.10 p.m. 
On re-assemb1,ing 

Mr. F. L. IVALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, there is no 
regular order for dealing with Private Members' 
Business and I do not want to be in the same posi- 
tion as that in which I found myself last Tuesday 
l'here is a matter of Private Membem' Business 
standjng in my name - a Bill - and it is my 
intention to proceed with that Bill now; because in 
thc past couple of weeks, the attitude of the Govern- 
ment is to proceed with Gowernment Business, and 
immediately as it finishes its business, to move th5 
adjournment of the House. There is nothing ta say 
that I cannot proceed with Private Members' 
E-lsiness now if the House so desires and, as I havd 
said, there is a Bill standing in my name, which is 
Order No. 1, and it is my intention to proceed with 
it now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is an irregularity for a 
Private Member to interrupt Government Business. 
As I understand from Mr. Chairman, before the 
adjournment, the House wa,e to resume Committee of 
Supply to continue with Government Business. We 
have not reached the stage where Government Busi- 
ner;s has been disposed of. There is no excuse at all 
at this particular moment for a Private Member to 
interrupt Government Business especially when a 
Committee has been sitting. 

The hon. member said that there is no regular 
Order for dealing with Fri~-ate Mmbers' Business. 
That is not so. Let the hon. member give some 
indication that he intends to proceed with a matter 
which stands under his name under Private Members' 
Rusiness. Things must be done in order; otherwise 
they will get out of hand. 

Mr. P. I,. vALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, this is a 
matter upon which you will have to rule because 
thae  is nothiae: in the Rules of the Hwse which 
says that ~ r i y a t e  Members' Business must be 
proceeded with at  any specific time. In  view of the 
practice over which you have no control, and by 
~ i r t u e  of which the Hon. Leadel* of this House can 
close Government Business and immediately after- 
wards move the adjournment of the whole Hmse, 
and then you say that the motion for the adjourn- 
ment takes prwehnt over anything, I am. bound to 
ask you to rule. You do not say t h t  such and such 
a time is allowed to Private Members' Business, and: 
you hear members of the Government talking 
boastfully about l exercising your grey matter. " I 
am saying that no P r i~a t e  Members' Business should 
be so subjected to Government Business that you 
cannot do it at all, because every item of Private 
Brerabers' Business is publio busin-. 

If any Priyate Member puts a matter on the 
Order Paper and it means that he can only put i O  
there, and it cannot be debated<, then we must have 
some ruling to say what procedure should take 
place. 



X have no intention of preventing Government 
from proceeding with its business, but what I a 5  
saying is that what is happening in this House (and 
I do not mean that it happened on one occasion) 
is that the Hon. 1,eader of the House after the 
completion of Government Business proceeds to 
nove the adjournment of the whole House and it is 
done with the intention of preventing private 
members from proceeding with their business.. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot attribute any motive 
t3 what has happened on the lask occasion. I must 
remind the h n .  member of custom: and the custom 
has been and will be, I presume, that private 
meabers will be given opportunity to follow on 
vith their business after Goverqent Business, 
unless the House directs otherwise. There is no 
question of any ruling bp .me. 

Give me some indication. Had I any indication 
on the last occasion, I would have let the hon. 
member proceed with his matter. The hm. member 
said that I allowed the Hon. Leader of the House 
to move the adjournment of the House. That is 
wrong; I have allowed nothing. 

The hon. mcmber has risen on two occasions. If 
his rising means to indicate that he intends later on 
to proceed with the Order standing in his name. I 
think the Government has ample notice of his so, 
doing. 

On the adjournment, the House was in Com- 
mittee of Supply. 

C O ~ I T T E E  OF SUPPLY I 
Mr. Speaked 1ef:t the Chair and: the Hozisa 

resu.m)ed Committee of Supply, Mr.  Smith behl  
in the Chair. 

AMPLIFYING EQUIPMENT FOR THE HOUSE I 
Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, this Resolu 

tion is for the sum of $2,000 to provide amplifying 
equipment for the Legislature. I think I am correct 
in saying that on many occasions members of the 
House as well as strangers, have reported that the 
accoustics of the House were unsatisfactory and lt 
is difficult for persons to hear what is going on. 
We have had various representations made about 
the matter, and the Government has agreed to m- 
stall amplifiers and loud speakers in both branches 
of the Legislature. 

The breakdown of that, $2,000 is as follows:- 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY I 
1 25-watt Amplifier . . $195 

13 Microphones @ $35 eaEh . . 455 
13 Microphone Stands @ $13 . . 169 
2 Circular Loudspeakers @ $45 each 90 
1 Mixer Unit, approximately . . 100 

Installation-Leads and Material . . 200 $1,209 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL I 
1 25-watt Amplifier . . . . $195 
3 Suspension Microphones . . 180 
1 Circular Loudspeaker . . . . 45 

Installation-Leads and Materials . . 200 620 -- 
$1,829 

That brings it approximately to $2,000. 

I think, Sir, all hon. members will agree that 
there is an absolute necessity for improving the 
accoustics of the House, and with these few remarks 

I beg to move tb.at ,this Re~olution for the sum oi 
$2,000 do now pass: 
6.00 p.m. 

Hoa. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that 
NE.. HAmES : Mr. Chairman, while I appre- 

ciate the need. for this amplifying apparatus, I uo 
not think it is quite going to meet the situatia~n. 
Probably members will remember from the discus 
sion on the Five Year Plan and the idea of moving 
the Parliamentary Buildings, that I stated there in 
no uncertain terms that it would be a pity to leax7e 
these palatial halls, and the answer today is air- 
conditioning and amplifying; but Sir, when c;ne 
considers the acoustics of this building, as bad as 
they are, they are made ten times worse as soon aa 
the next door building, the Olympic Theatre, starts 
operating - plus other horns and other sounds com- 
ing from the surroundings of this place. No amph- 
fying apparatus is going to help that situation. MY 
idea, Sir, is to ask the Minister in charge to postpone 
this Resolution and investigate the cost of air-condi- 
tioning. You may not even need it ;  I am not standing 
here as an authority on these matters but am ouly 
talking from broad experience and a knowledge of 
how it works in other buildings. I was told a few 
days ago by the Manager of Barclays Bank that the 
air-conditioning plant there is paying dividends. The 
bank's work is finished at a reasonable hour, and the 
staff is satisfied, and is not disturbed by all the 
noises from all sorts of traffic and the obstructioils 
which are prevalent in the vicinity; and mind you, 
I am not advocating that the (Government should go 
in for a large concern like that because the pbnt 
at  the Bank is not only to  air-condition a couple of 
rooms, it is for the entire big building; we ody 
want a unit for two rooms here. There are one or two 
other consequences; that is, sometimes the tempera- 
ture is too low, but that is only a matter of adjast- 
ing. You can adjust the temperature of a room if 
it is air-conditioned to suit normal conditions. I am 
suggesting, Sir, that the Hon. Minister postpone t h s  
matter and get further investigations. Perhaps it is 
a very costly matter: but a large number of indi- 
viduals now are putting in air-conditioning plants in 
their bedrooms and I am told, the cost is $500 or 
$600. This Chamber is not bigger than five or six 
bedrooms; so I am asking him, Sir, if he could see 
to that, because he would really be doing a service 
to the colony by having the Chambers livable, and 
not only livable but also comfortable to  those mem 
bers who are returned by the people of the island. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, it is a bit dis- 
appointing when in a matter like this the honour- 
able member who has just sat down, though one 
gives him credit for his sincerity, misses the whole 
point at issue. You cannot, Mr. Chairman, measure 
the relative mlerits of air-conditioning as against 
that of installing loud-speaking equipment, when 
what is to be known in the first place is this: Who 
has considered that this Rouse or that this Chamber 
should have loudspeaking equipment? This is a 
matter which concerns the House: and in the first 
 lace, because it concerns the House, it does not 
have any right being in charge of the Minister; it 
is not a Government measure. The1 merits of it are 
not in dispute at the moment but the point is this: 
if it seems good to the House to make alterations to 
this Chamber, alterations will be made; but Mr. 
Speaker ought to direct some honourable member, 
not necessarily the Minister, to take charge of the 
particular matter. This matter is being treated as 
if it were an ordinary routine expenditure, and I 

I think I should like to know-I may be ignorant- 
how it is that the House has reached the decision 

I to instal amplifying equipment. Now I know that 
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i t  can be said that almost everybody knows how 
difficult i t  is to get voices to carry in this room, and 
how the obstruction from the traffic outside niakes it 
difficult for  honourable members to hear each other 
or  even themselves. All that  is known. But  the 
point is this, Mr. Chairman, if i t  is thought necessary 
so to  amplify voices of honourable members when 
speaking, why a t  the same time is i t  necessary to 
make what I think is a series of unnecessary restric- 
tions and unnecessary regulations governing the 
entry of persons into these precincts when this Hon. 
Chamber i s  in session? 
6.10 p.m. 

Fbr the purpose of installing loud-speaking 
equiprilelit is not so nluch that we should be able to 
hear each other-because WC do that after a fashion 
-but iu order that our roices can be carried above 
the clin ailcl roar of the t~aaffic outside, a ~ ~ d  of 
course, some of thc clistractioli which soine hon. 
members of the (iorernnlwt put up from tinit. to 
time. Later on, L shall haye soinethi~lg to say on 
the merits of the Kesolutioll itself, but it does 
appear to be ;I breach of the privileges of this 
House, that some people can take i t  upoil thenisel~res 
to decide to instal amplifying equipment, not on17 
in here, but in the Other Place. Everybody knows 
{hat scarcely more than 9 or 10 people attend meet 
ings of the Other Place a t  any time; everybody 
knows that there is a general rule that visitors are 
not eaeonraped in that Chamber because the num- 
ber of seats available for persons who arc not mem- 
bers of that Chamber are not more thaa 3 or 
possibly 4. Therefore, there has never been any 
great trouble with people in the Other Place except 
on such rare occasions 1~11e11 ine~nbers of this hon. 
Chamber are s~unnioned there to meet His Escel- 
lency the Governor along Kit11 the members of the 
Other Place. 

Those occ.asions are very few a.nd r a re  lire have 
iutver heard i t  said on any of those occasions, that 
people find it difficult to hear the proceedings or 
to follow the ceremonies. Therefore I fail to see 
how this decision could have been arrived a t ;  this 
1s not necessarily the best decision. At this point, 
I meet the horn. junior illember for St. Andrew on 
common ground, because the Hon. Minister could 
have a t  least told us why this particular form of 
  improvement is better than another form of im- 
provement. It is possible to hold the opinion that 
if you could get this Chaniber properly ventilated 
with all the windows closed, and instal the cooliug 
system, hon. members might be able to hear each 
other better. We should have been told about the 
cost of this proposal in relation to other things. We 
have to be told how it is that, this ITonse not h a ~ i n g  
requested the loud-speaking system, the Govern- 
ment could take i t  upon themselves to advise or 
provide hon. members with this system. I think i t  
'19 a breach of the privileges of this Hoiise, and 1 
cio nat think that is a matter which is a Government 
matter, properly speaking. 

As I said before. if the House had decided either 
informally or by distinct motion to make alteratio11.i 
in this Chamber. the Hoiise would have the means 
of indieatinp its desire ta Mr. Speaker, and Mr. 
Speaker wol~lcl take the proper step4 to have the 
thinr  done. Consequently, when the Resolutio]~ 
came before the House for providing the monw tto 
make the alterations, the House could be told in 
nn official and formal map. t%Zt Mr. Spealrer is 
directing somebody to take charge of the particlilar 
matter. These things must be properly set up ;  any. 
thing which has to do with this Rouse-whether it 
iq in the selection of its servants or in the alteration 
of the furniture-any surh mafter sholilcl be ex 
clusivelv the privilege of the Rouse, and Mr. Sneaker 
d ~ o u l d  have the directing infliience in it. I do not 

1:ke the idea of the Hon. Minister introducing this 
measure and treating it as  a routine Government mat- 
ter, which i t  is not. It is even a matter i n  connectiorr. 
with which the claims or ties of party should not bind 
hon. members, because by its very nature i t  cannot 
Le that kind of privilege. 

It should be said from the outset that hon. mem- 
bers should be free to speak their minds on the meas- 
ure without regard to party &liatims or party 
allegiance, because i t  is a matter which concerns the 
House, and it should be dealt with in  that light and 
on that basis. Later on, when the debate is developed, 
1 shall say something about loud-speaking equipment 
itself, but a t  this point, I want to emphasise that 
bvniething irregular is takiaig place. I woulcl likr! 
ho11. inembers to turn  their attention to this matter, 
ellcl see whether i t  is not possine that we might be 
cloing sometliiilg which migilt be aone difYerently. 

Alr. GODDAKD : Jlr. Chairman, from time im- 
nlcemorial hull. iue~ubers haye wen yueatloning what 
,;mprovements could be made to this Chamber i n  vari- 
cns ways. A t  one time we sat at  the f a r  end of th is  
Chamber, and we thought that by moving to this 
cad of the Chaiiiber, the acoustics ~vould lend thein- 
&elves to better hearing.' I am not aay expert; I do 
not pretend to be one; but I think that we should be 
given the fullest opportunity and the fullest details, 
whether they are from experts in the field of acous- 
tics, in the field of aml~lification or even in the field 
6:' air-conditioning, before we agree to make this step. 
I would have thought that this procedure would have 
starteel from Mr. Speaker, and probably the Debates 
Corninittee or some working Committee from both 
sicles of tlli5 House, !because this is not a party matter ;. 
it is purc>ly an  iilterna.1 mattcr, and me would like to 
oee steps taliem for the improvement of this Chamber. 

It i4 not eiio~igh to have visitors say that the) 
c onrc in here and they cannot hear what is going on, 
!S they are invited here. by all means, me want them 
to hear what is taking place; bzt  we also want to 
1:~nolv that we ~vill  be prov;ding the correct methods 
whereby that i~iiprove~iient woulcl be made. I do not 
iino~v, if we haye 21 or 30 amplifiers around this 
table, how they would work; I think that this is a 
a~a t t e r  ~ ~ h i c h  colild bettrr be dealt with by a snlaU 
C!ommittee, rather than how we are dealing with it, 
1101~. I ~ ~ . o u l d  like to enquire how many speakers ara 
there goii~g to be; whatever the position is, I think 
that hon. members should be given the opportunitj- 
of being g i ~ ~ e n  fuller details as to what we are being 
committed to today. T go further; I would like t o  
o ~ ~ ~ u i r e  from the Hon. Minister who introduced this 
Jiesolntioa whether the members of the Other Place 
1~:ive arcepted the proposal that amplification be iised 
ill that Chamber. 
6.20 p.m, 

IIare tlicl- a~proached them? Have they told 
them anrthinff i~bont i t ?  Or is i t  that they are goina 
to them and saying: "11T~e  are ,goin.r to put i t  in 
there." Tf that is so, it is an  intrusion. T would not 
l?ke to think that somebody outsicle has told them to 
Go it, because it ~vould be so embarra~sing. T t  mould 
be as sornebod\- trying to i~ l lpo~e  01: 11s sonlethinp 
~vhicli we kilom npthing- about. T nonld like to ask 
the Hon. JIiilister of Communications to rise a t  t h i ~  
stagc and give 11s some firm detail 013 tllosc li11t.o 
hefore we p~*crceed to discnss this thing further. 

Hon. M'. X. C O S  : Mr. Chairman. perhaps I 
sholild have rciiiinded the I-Ion. Leader of the Oppo 
sition that sometime in the 1048 to 1951 Scssion, it 

Co~nmittc~e sat and con~idered t h ~  l>rorision of ecjnip- 
rwnt for wmplification of this House; and at  that 
time it was recommencled, if T remember caorrectlv, 
(and honourable members will remember that the 
Government Electrical Inspector, Hr. Hooper, in- 
stalled an electrkal speaker and tried out experi - 



nients at that time and made recommendations) that 
i t  would cost us something like $5400 for  the House 
alone. The result was that the Government did not 
proceed to carry out installations then. However, 
Sir, recently members of the Other Place have in- 
formed the Government it is difficult for them to 
hear i n  their Chapnber and they have appealed to 
the Government for  an  amplifier and microp,hones. 
Eecause of this, the question of aiqplifying the 
House wasl brought to the fore, again, and Govern- 
ment decided to come down for  the money for the 
installation. That is the position. 

The Government Electrical Inspector did all the 
inspections and the various tests and then recmm- 
mended that we should install these microphones and 
amplifiers. I t  is proposed to have suspension mikes 
ir: the other Chamber inmmuch as the table there 
is almost square, but he has told us that he cannot 
work that arrangement satisfactorily in this Cham- 
ber; therefore, we would have to use microp,hones 
in the other Chamber inasmuch as the table there 
between every two nieilzbers and one for the Speaker 
That should enable the members of this House and 
tl:c gallery to hear  hat is going on and should give 
satisfaction. 

Mr. E .  D. $IOT'I'TJEY: Mr. Chairman, I am 
ilot quite satisfied with the explanation at all. I 
h a w  listened carefully to the Iion. Minister and 
if 1 understand hinl correctly he said thirteen mi- 
~rophones; but he told the Leader of the Oppaition 
thirteen speakers. 

Hon. &I. E. COY: No, no! There would be two 
spakers  which, I presume, ~vii l  be installed on the 
roof of the building and there will be thirteen mi 
crophones. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I take i t  that there will 
he one amplifier, thirteen microphones and two 
speakers which will be installed in  this Chamber. 
Sow, my own idea about i t  is if you are going t t  

I ,we some system of amplification, what you pr8>pose 
to do is nonsense. 

Bear in mind that in your amplification you are 
going to m p l i f y  noise from outside this Chamber 
;L*: well. We debate in  a two-by-four room: and if 
yen cannot make people in  the room hear you, it ia 
tilne for you to go home. That is my own personal 
j'e~liiigs. But if the feeling of the Committee is that 
: c 11 should have some system of amplification, then 
I think the honourable member who is most competent 
for  contradicting me is the honourable junior member 
for St. George. There is a system of concealed am- 
pli'kation which is the correct system for this room. 
I n  big countries where there is some system of am- 
plification they do not haye anything hanging. If 
you want to do it, ZEO you want to improve the acous. 
ties of this Chamber because of the type of peopJe 
who speak, then do i t  the correct way. As T have 
said, there is a system in which you can have con- 
cealed amplification, and there is no point in having 
n.hat the Hon. Minister spoke about. If ?+ou are 
going to have amplification, in my opinion you 
fihould have it in the right way. what the hmour- 
ehle inember is proposing to hiwe in here is what 
every honourable member who is in  politics has. 
T!lat is not what you want in here. What y o t ~  really 
are propos.ing to haye in  here is a pnlblic address 
system.. What JWII want is a system which is SO 

~ ~ o d r r n i s e d  that when the honourable lady m e m  
bcr speaks or when the honourable junior member 
for St Peter speaks i t  can be so toned that yell can 
hear both equally in the same manner [Mr. F. L. 
WAJJCOTT : I would not be in here too long ; m 
?-on need not think of me.] 

Now, Mr. Chairman, you know there is a time 
and place for saying certai? thingrs. but I ca.nnot 
resist, the temptation for saymg what T am going to 

MY now. Last week we received some statement by 
lIis Honour the Speaker and I do think that that 
statement? has been really misunderstood by the 
general public, because the feeling among the p b l i e  
is that there is a n  attempt to prevent peopLe from 
coming to the !House and listening to the debates. 1 
would say 1 am not one who subscribes to  my bad 
benaviour in the House, but you will agree with me 
that there were times when the party to which I hvtt  
the honour to belong saw strangers from the gallery 
expressing a cheer when members of the M e r n -  
ment got up Q speak. That is democracy. You must 
give people that apportunity of exprming openly 
their feelings although it is absolutely wrong for  
people to express their appreciation that  way i n  this 
Chamber. I t  has been reported to me that a t  the 
bottom of the stairs leading to this Chamber there is 
a policeman preventing people from entering this 
House. 

Mr. CHATRUY: The honourable membar is 
straying from the Resolution. 

Nr. E. D. MOrI'TIrEY: I am talking of tEe 
@c-oustics of this Chamber. With the greatest respect 
to Your Honour, when the Hon. Minister of Conl- 
-nunications said that i t  had been represented to  them 
and they have brought the matter here, I have not 
riade that representation; therefore the Hon. Nin-  
ister is talking of re~)resentation made by strangers 
ic the gallery. T 11oy33 y o ~  ivilF grant me that privi- 
lege of nlalring refermrc to them. 
1'.30 p.m. 

I do not see how we can reconcile that we a l e  
trying to put in this amplifying apparatus and sill1 
1x1 the same breath say that persons cannot enter 
without getting a recommendation from the Arch- 
angel Gabriel. To me it is unnecessary and a f lw  
with the Premier and the Leader of the House, while 
denying the T,eader of the Opposition the right. 10 

discus.; it with them, T personally realise that is 
going too far. T an1 prepared to back the allthor~ty 
r)f the Speaker and you, Sir, iu upholding the dignrty 
of thi4 Hoilse, hut 1 am not prepared to give away 
m)- right as a member of this House at. any time. 
T am lctting it be linomn now that as fa r  as I ;:m 
concerncd, Pa r t r  or no Party, T am elected here : a ~ ~ d  
any Tnesdaj-, T will fill all the seats in this Hou:~, 
aild T clon't care if the Premier lilres i t  or the T~eacler 
of the House or the Speaker do not- 

Mr. CTIAIRMAK: 1 am speaking- to the hon. 
4cnior member for the City. T am aslring you to re 
pard the authorit>- of the Chair, and when I kncclr 
the gavel ;von mnst listen to what tllp Chair ha., t (  
sap. 

hfr. R. D. NOTTTACY T do so. but  wha: t 
wanted . . . . . 

Mr. CTTATRBIAW: H011 members are gettin!? 
irr the habit when T knock the gavel to try and 
dro~vn the noise of the gavel. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I shall n e w  do that. 
Sir, but just now yon knocked the gavel; when I 
stopped to listen you were speaking to somebody 
else. 

Mr. CTTATRhIAS: The hon. member is break- 
ing the Kules. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: That is why I . . . . 
Mr. CTTATRXAK: You mnst listen to the 

Chair. The gavel is not used for foolishness. 
IIr .  E. D. MOTTTJEY: T upec it is not always 

used for foolishness; when you use it, you do not 
n\e it f o r  focilishneqs. 

BIT.. CIIATRiVAN: If I do not aim-ays use ~t 
+'or foolishness, there is only ona other person tbat  
uses i t  and that iq the Speaker. 



:? Mfiqc:.'B. D. MOTTLEY : *Why do you interpret 
that way? You are not the only person in the Chair. 

As far  as I am concerhed in a matter of this 
sort, it strikes me in dealing with this amplificatictn 
that eight years ago a Committee sat on this and 
the question was discussed, after which there was rr 
change around of the House so that Reporters wcr 
in a better position and His Honour the Speaker 
would. be facing and seeing everybody coming into 
the gallery, and so on. That was eight years ago. You, 
Mr. Chairman, were not a member of the party in 
power nor Chairman at the time, so how would you 
feel for this Resolution to come down hiere to-day say- 
:ng that "it is considered that amplifying equipment 
should be provided in both Chambers" and so O J ?  

'J1he answer was given by the Minister; the Other 
Place had asked for it, the Other Place had repre 
sented to the Government that they cannot hear each 
other when speaking. They are gentlemen advan~cd 
in age and many of them have not got the voj.:es 
we have in here (although i t  is smaller, I believtl:, 
and they have represented to the )Government that 
they cannot hear each other when speaking; but t59t 
is because of the noise from outside. We cannot 
amplify the noise from outside to reduce i t ;  if you 
amplify it at all you are going to make it worse. 
There are a lot of members here who were not ii 
here eight years ago when a Committee sat on ths ,  
and since then there has been a change-around C 

the House. Do you think i t  is Esir to hon. members 
of this House even in dealing with something which 
is  to do witb the privilege of this House not to con- 
sult hon. members and say let us have a small Cow 
mittee to see what is best? Do you know there Tie 
a lot of people who would not like to have the Cham 
ber amplified? It tends to harness people's nerves, 
and the Hon. Minister of Health would know this 
from experience that some of these things feed biiek 
so that they jar. There is no need in a small rot;m 
like this to have 13 microphones. Of course, y;u 
can have thirteen microphones but what would be 
the position in here? Let the engineer Fe any 011 

gineer a t  all; there is a system by which you can do 
i t  which will cost more money; but this is a waste 
of money. I do not think it is fair to hon. mctri- 
bers to say eight years ago you investigated this 
matter and felt something should be done, and now 
today members, who were not here eight years ago, 
were not consulted or asked to give any suggestions. 
That is like the third paragraph in thbe statement the 
Hon. Speaker made. You consulted the Premier and 
the Leader of the House, but the others can lake tlie 
road down to the careenage as far as you are c a -  
cerned. [A VOICE : And the Commissioner of Polioe] 
Yes, and the Commissioner of Police. Do you cons~~lt  
the Commissioner of Police when you are trying :n 
get a vote? Why can't they ask the Commissioner 
c,f Police. 

Mr. CHAIRMBN: The honourable member must 
keep to tihe ResoI!uttion. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I am keeping to the 
Resolution. You are going to put up loudspeakers 
and install microphones and ask the people to stay 
in the yard and hear what is being said. As I said 
just now, the Police and about two dozen people had 
a row downstairs because they were not allowed to 
come up. It is true they have no right cheering 
in here; they must not show by any physical expres- 
sion their agreement with either side, but we cannot 
be so drastic. I' remember an instance when you had t c  
ask J. T. C. Ramsay to leave this Cbamber, and what 
happened? There was a tremendous row. Now you 
are going to perpetuate the same thing here. What 

I mostly strongly object to is to see the Speaker, who 
mum be impartial and who, we assume, IS mpartlal, 
saying in the statement that he consulted the Leader 
or tne liouse and the Premier of the same k'artyi 
.md the Commssioner of Pohce; all the others can 
go away! How does that sound? Then you come in 
here to day and say it has been represented to Gov- 
ernment. One would not be surprised if representa- 
tion was made to the Government by a front bench 
gentleman who had reached the stage of advanced 
age. But by whom has it been represented? It is not 
fair to Opposition of this Government. If the 
position had been in the reverse and this had been 
done, they would have consulted them in this mat- 
ter. I do not know how taLe other members look at it, 
but I am not going to vote for it. 1 do not see the 
necessity for it. But I will tell you what I would 
like. A tape recorder! Let us have a tape recorder 
[A VOICE : It would not work!] It would not work. 
Let us have the records so that any honourable 
member would not be able to say "I did not say 
thus' . A slystem of amplification mwt be approad- 
eci in a proper way. You must have a Committee to 
meet and make a decision, and the honourable 
junior member for St. George could very well sit on 
that Committee and advise Government. He is not an 
-ngineer but he has read sufficient about the matter 
'to give some advice. There is a system in big coun- 
t ~ i e s  and in big cathedrals by which they are con. 
cealed, but what would you do with thirteen micro- 
phones around here? Look at the size of this place. 
If you pbt in microphones and the !honourable lady 
member for St. Andrew was speaking, although con- 
cealed vou still wotdd be able to hear. 
6.40 p.m. 

What would you do with them? Would any hon. 
r~lember seriously sit down and say that he would 
xote for placing these microphones in this room? 
That is nonsense. I suggest to hon. members that they 
should not vote for any such thing. If you want a 
system of amplification in here, let the Government 
appoint a Committee to go into the matter. It m r 
matter as to whether this House would like this thing 
t o  be done or not; this is just like saying that the 
Government has decided to remove these chairs, and 
that hon. members should sit on benches. Do you 
mean to say that we should have absolutely no say in 
such a matter P Are you just saying that this matter 
has been repr~lsented to you? If it has been repre- 
sented to you, then let us have a Committee to go 
into the matter and see if this is really necessary. 

The peopl(\ of this country ar~e beginning to feel 
that while a (Joverament with Socialist views ha3 
gone into power, they have become so drunk with 
power, that they want to be t.wik gods. I n  other 
words, people are beginning to feel that you are 
overthrowing everything that they believed you have 
done in the public good. I counsel hon. members not 
to vote for this Resolution; if you vote for this Reso- 
lution, the next thing you will hear is that the Gov- 
ernment is saying that these chairs on which we aro 
now sitting are to be removed and we have to sit m 
benches, and we would not have any say in the matter. 

Mr. BARR,OW: Mr. Chairman, I was extremely 
interested in the observations which were made by 
the hon. junior member for St. Lucy and the fulmin- 
ation of the hon. senior member for the City in 
respect of having 13 microphones in this Chamber, 
who have been here for very many years, for the bene- 
fit of the contributions of lackadaisical politicians 
who feel it necessary to have tbemselves encircled by 
tkese things. The debates of this Chamber, until the 
advent of persons of the ilk of the hon. member who 
has introduced this Resolution, were conducted with 
a fair degree of propriety and decorum. I remember 
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that in 1934, I was turned ,out of t h ~ s  Chamber be- 
r a w  I wore short pants, but, Idwas only 13 years 
cld a t  that time. Perhaps childrep and fools were nor 
allowed to come into this Chamber. In  those days, thb 
hon. senior member for St. Iklichael was cwspicuously 
absent; he was not interested then, but it would have 
teen noticed that hon. members spoke with clarity 
in those days, and were not distracted by the asides 
which come from Gavement benches, the asides and 
rude interruptions to which we are subjected from 
Tuesday to Tuesday, and which assault Your 
Honour's ears. I would like to inform the honour- 
able senior member for St. Michael that the question 
bf the acoustics of this Chamber has nothing to do 
with the matter of how many microphones you have. 

The acoustics of a building, subject to anything 
that my omniscient colleague may have to say on the 
subject, are entirely independent of the equipment 
which you may install witjhin the building. 'Phe 
u t t e r  of the acoustics of a building, within 
limited knowledge, is something which can be im- 
proved perhaps by extensive alterations to the 
building itself. Any alterations to the structure of 
the honomable senior member for St. Michael, I 
presume, would end in his downfall. I' am not trying 
to be rude to the honourable member or to hcrt his 
Feelings; I am just using what ideas come to my mind. 

From 1934. I b v e  been coming into this @am- 
ber m d  I have been able to hem speeches of hon- 
ourable membem. If due to the increase in the volume 
of external tr&q the increase in the volume of thu 
internal conversations which go on during most of 
a debate, and the increase in the number of people 
who come into this Chamber, sound is either absorbed 
or drowned or saturated, it is time that we begin to 
khink of some alterations to the structure of this 
building along the lines suggested by the honoiurable 
junior member for St. Andrew. When we come to 
the point of haxring 1 microphone or 13 microphones, 
S t  is a matter of supreme indserence to me. I can 
see my oolleague sharpening his pencil and per- 
haps instructing the honourable senior member for 
St. Michael that it would not be necessary to have 
all 13 microphone switched on at one and the same 
time. 
6.50 p.m : 

That is not the point. If you are going to put in 
elaborate equipment of that nature, it would stand 
to reason that you must have someone with that tech- 
oical knowiedge and experience to supervise the 
equipment so as to make sure that it does not blow up, 
m blow out: or alternatively depending on the nature 
of the layout of the equipment that the right voices 
are heard at the right time. 

This Resolution is the thin edge of the wedge 
sad I am going to op,pose it on these grounds. I do not 
know by whom were the recommendations made but 
I think that it is an insult to this House that the re- 
commendations were made by someone outside of the 
House when they did not hear what was said. 'l 
it is difficult for strangers to hear what is going on 
in this Chamber but that is due to a multiplicity 
of causes some of which I have spoken of before. 

Mr. Chairman, I propose to go through Lhr 
Annual Estimates because I want to draw to your 
attention some anomalies on the question of public. 
expenditure. Public expenditure can only be justified 
either on the pounds of pure necessity or on t h e  
basis of social and economic alternatives. I do know 
that $15 million or E15 million does not seem a lot 
of money to the people on the other side of thiv 
Rouse, but $15 million is the revenue of this colony; 
therefore any Government ia power, is faced ~ 5 t h  
the question of deciding the priority and the scale 

of social preferences and. social alternatives judged 
by" the categorical preference in the social setup. 

0 1 W,e have an initial espenditure of $2,000 for the 
insta,llation of amplifying equipment in this Cham- 
ber. You give to the ehjldren of the Goodwill League 
according to this year's Esti&ates $1,200. You give 
to the Young Men's Christian Association $1,940. 
You give the Salvsqtion Army $720 and to the Bar- 
bados Association in aid of the Blind, Deaf and 
Dumb $2,250. l 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is straying 
from the Resolution. 

 IN^. BARROW: I am not straying. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Resolution is asking for 

$2,000 for amplifying equipmeat. 
Mr. BARROW: I am showing to you the social 

alternatives and the amount of money spent on those 
items. 

~. CHAIRMAN: That has nothing to do with 
amplifying equipment at all. This Resolution is for 
the expenditure of $2,000 and according to the 
Addendum of the Resolution it is considered that 
amplifying equipment should be provided in both 
Chambers of the Legislature. I am not going to 
entertain what the hon. member was speaking on 
at all. I t  looks like the Estimates from which he is 
quoting. 

Mr. BARROW: I t  is a, copy of the Estimates 
which I have in hand. I told you that I was going 
to quote from it. I was dealing with the way in 
which money was spent and I ww showing the 
reason why I was going to vote against this Reso- 
lution. I feel strongly on this matter. I did not 
know that you took your directions from the hoa 
senior member for St. Michael. 

Mr. OHAIRALW: I have not taken my direc- 
tions from any person. This Resolution is for the 
sum of $2,000 for amplifying equipment. 

Nr. BARROW : I must say : "this Resolution is 
for $2,003. I am the senior member for St. George: 
Glory HaJlelujah!" and then sit down! That is 
what I have to say on it. I must praise God; and 
because I see the big brothers watching me talk 
about Gideon or something in St. Peter. What is 
your standard of debate? 

Mr. C H A I W :  If the hon, member goes on 
like that I am going to rule him out of order. 

Mr. BARROW: I am asking you for guidance. 
Mr. C H A I W N :  You cannot stay up and talk 

what you like. 
Mr. BARROW: What must I do? I was show- 

ing you how the money in this year's Estimates is 
being spent. 

%h. UHAIRMAN: I am asking you to k e q  to 
the Resolution. 

Mr. BAXROW: I am justified in quoting the 
Estimates under "Subsidies and Grants." As I have 
said, the Association for the Blind, Deaf and Dumb 
gets $2,250 as a grant, apart from the Young Men's 
Christian Association which gets a grant of $1,940. 
The $2,000 which is proposed in this Resolution to 
be spent in amplifying equipment represents in my 
scale of preference two aided self-help houses and 
if those Conservative planters could have done with- 
out microphones in here my lungs are healthy 
enough to do without them. As long .as they are 
people living in the appalling slum conditions in 
this colony as they are living,. a,s long as they are 
people without houses, we in this House of Assembly 
should be the last persons to be  pending money 
cn unnecessary frivolities and on ourselves. All that 
we are doing is showing off. Because you probably 
have been to Paris and you saw some place with 
microphones installed for 7,000 people, must we 



have it toof Because you went to some hig convention 
h d  and you saw it laid out for television and you 
mw something like small condensed tins, do you 
mean to ssy that you want something like that to 
show how important you are? The next thing that 
the Wnister would want is a Rolls Royce motor- 
W. Tihis is not one of those places. If you h& put! 
every man in St. Michael who wanted a house in a 
house, if the school children were getting a hot mid- 
day meal, if the poor babies were getting milk and 
all those things were done, then you could justify 
expenditure on the Ministerial Buildings and micro- 
phones not only i n  this Chamber but in the Other 
Place. 

Mr. Chairmqn, have we gone out of our senses? 
A Resolution of this nature can only display a laclr 
of social orientation on the part of this Government. 
We speak with difficulty in this Chamber, it is true, 
but speaking +th diEculty is not as bad q thing 
qs one going a whole day without a meal in one's 
stomach: and there are too many people iq Barbados 
in that position for me to support a Resolution of 
this nature. 

m. VAUGHAN: Mr. Chairman, I am not 
influenced by the purely erroneous comparison of 
this amount for amplifying equipment and other 
amounts for grants to institutions because the other 
amounts quoted by the hon. senior member for St. 
George are only annual amounts: therefore the com- 
parison is not a t  all valid; but I ap3. not a t  all 
satisfied that we have had any essential reason to 
spend $2,000 on something that may prove entirely 
unsatisfactory in this House. If the hearing in  this 
Chamber were as m c u l t  as alleged, this Chamber 
would mt be so filled Tuesday and their 
general complaint would be that since they cannot 
hear well in the House of assembly they are not 
going there- I am not drawing any red herring 
across the trail. I t  seems to me that even if we have 
to spend more than $2,000 on this equipment, we 
Can still talk of stal"~illg' people. I am not at  all 
satisfied of this expenditure under the circumstances. 
7.00 p.m. 

l &. MILLN&: &h. Speaker, 1 wuold like to 
ugrw with the hon. memhr, but i t  is so strange 
that he has made a speech lilre that. IIo~rever, l t  

has been for years a normal democratic process, and 
since I have been in this Chamber, over five yea]!: 
ago, we have been repeatedly asked by the Prc-s 
and the people who use the gallery for a means oi  
better hearing, and that also applies to members of 
Parliament. The Minister in his reinarlcs about the 
breakdown says there will be thirteen micropho~ies 
~rovided. What he is thiiiking of is one for every 
two members and one for the Speaker; but there di.e 

occasions when the Clerk of the I-Iouse is expeo'cd 
to address the Chamber. But this $2,000 would n ~ t  
be the entire cost of the equipment, because certaitt'y 
there should be a man in charge of the equipme~t 
to control it. You are bound to have a cont~.ol 
panel or a board to switch the microphones from 
speaker to speaker; that is bound to be a result 
But any remarks about the acoustics and improvi )g 
the acoustics of the Chamber is not solved by ampli. 
fiers. The amplifier is for the reproduction, that 
is, to reproduce the voices of the various speakers, 
and the type you can get would determine the 
quality of the reproduction you expect to gel. 
But on the cluestion of acoustics, you either 
have or you are without acoustics. dependent on 
the particular type of buildiag. What 1 would rather 
prefer would cost ten times as much money:that is 
a structural change that would bring a better rep1.0- 

duction of voices. In a theatre, it would be CJn 
sidered "infra dignitatem" to attempt to put micro- 
phones, but I would admit it would involve a lot 
of structural changes and a considerable sum to 
bring this about. The amplifying system as referred 
to in this Resolution is in itself a means of substl 
Lute in that it can never improve- the acoustics U 
the building. You either have acoustics or you don'L1 
This is a cheap substitute for what we should have, 
but we have had all reasons why we should vote1 
against this money. I do not agree with the tech 
nical information as referred to by the Ministei 
in that you should have two loudspeakers. Usually on 
occasions like that where you are using the building 
as an auditorium, you use several ..mall speakrr~ 
to 'bring the volume just above that of the natural 
voice and make it comfortable. If you plan to usc 
two loudspeakers, you are going to have some 
difficulty because the travel of sound is slower than 
air and you will have the sound echoing down the 
Chamber. I n  an auditorium where you have several 
small speakers instead of two large ones, if y ;U 
bring the speakers up and above the volume, yru 
must impair the quality of the voice. I am sorr3 
and I hope the Hon. Minister will talk it over with 
ihe Go~~eriin~ent Electrical Inspector, and see if 
~rrangements caql be made to use several small 
speakers. The Premier would be in a better position 
to tell you that it is customary to use headphones 
instead, T believe at, some conferences. The ide. 
here again is a natnral demoeratic process where 
poll had several applications from the Press and 
the Gallery that it is difficult to hear, and they 
went about and provided means for making tat 
conditions better; but it does not improve the quality 
pnd all that goes with it. By using large speakers 
Son must at  least have a control man a t  the pawl 
to control the switch arrangements. As to those few 
remarks made by the Ninister I am of the opinion 
that he was wrong to say that amplification was I to improve the aconstics of the place. That ne\rAl 
happens. 

IIon. AI. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, in view of tne 
remarks made by members, I am going to ask leav 
to pobtpone this for further consideration with a 
vic~f- to asking the House to agree to the appoint- 
lllellt of a Select Committee to go into the matter 
Illore thoroughly, although I must assure the Com- 
mittee that the Government Electrical Inspector has 
gone into this matter very thoroughly and he has 
also l~roduced a brochure demonstrating the tyi, 
of speaker that he intends using. It is not thb 
ordinary type of speaker which we normally use, 
it is a completely different type. However, I am 
asking leave to postpone the matter for furthe1 
consideration. 

Mr. CR-AWFORD: Mr. Chairman, my attitr.18 
of the matter is this. that in this House it is exceed- 
ingly difficult sometimes to hear hon. members a d  
I believe. . . . . . 

SIr. CHAIRMAN : The hon. member has askei 
leave to postpone the matter. Are you agains- 
leave being granted. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : At this stage. yes! Because 
I feel this way about it. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: If you are dbjecting :o 
leave being granted, you should allow me to w t  
the question. 

Mr. CRAWF'ORD : But I am entitled to say wn: 
I object, and I am saying every member in this 
House a t  sometime or other has complained about 
the manner in which he cannot hear other speakers 
Secondly, Sir, we are all opposed or annoyed 
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the nianiier in  which many of our speeches .L:e 
reported by the Eeportew and I have got to the 
point where I do not read the Official G a r c t t ~  at  all. 

Mr. CHAIRMAX: The hon. member seems t,o 
be losing his temper. 

Mr. CRAWFOHD: I anL saying, Sir, that 01 

the Reporters who take qpeeches in this Chamber, 
some of them are capable, some of thein are noi , 
aritl invariab1~-, I suppose they mould offer :fie 
clscuse that they cannot hear what is being said; bus 
I cannot read the Gazette anj-morc. The stupidncsr 
everybody appears to be saying in here astonishrs 
me: aad  if for no other reason than to get an 
ac*cdnrate debate, me should provide some means of 
amplificatioli and T monld agree with it. What 
happe11s this: ~Go~~ernment is so stupid in jts 
approach to almost ally matter that anything any- 
body conies ancl pushes down their throats thzy 
have to smalloxv. 7;lThat do you need thirteen tab:? 
nlirrophones in here for?  We need three snspend~d 
fro111 the ceiling; one facing this direction, one :n 
trle centre and the other one facing the othel 
dirertion; or  if yon want table model microphones, 
six are quite enouqli. T am opposed to spending two 
thcn~and dollars, bnt T am not opposed to providich 
snolc sort of amplification equipment in the Chamh,-r. 
T V  can be done at  a cheaper cost than two thoousaiid 
-rollars, aud in fairness to ourselves and to the 
'teporters and the public who come here-beccllise 
they cornc for any other reason -- 1 think it ia 
advisable to provide some sort of amplification in 
order. Sir. to  assist the acoustics in the h n i l d i n ~  
Tf the Government feels like vostponin~ the Reso- 
h~t ion  to appoint a Conlmittee to present a more 
rc~asonahlr and satisfactory Resollltion to the Hoilsc 
T will vote for it .  
7.10' p.m. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Hon. Minister of 
Comm-~lnications has asked leave to pastpone the 
further consideration of this Resolution. [After n 
pnlrsa].  There being no objection, the Hon. Minister 
is granted leave to postpone the further considera- 
tion of this Resolution. 

Public Works Dept. 

Hon. M. E. COX: The next Resolutjon, Mr. 
Chairman, is one for thc sum of $43,000. As hon- 
onrable members will see, this Rewlution is for 
the purpose of completing certain works. They will 
see fronz the Addeiidnm to this Resolution that with 
regard to the iie~v Highways and Transport Office's, 
JT'orkshops. Traffic Inspectorate, Stores and Yards, 
and in respect of the new Offices for Registrar, 
Public Trustee. Writ Servers, Petty Debt Clerks, 
Assistant Court of Appeal Clerks, two new Courts 
of Appeal and one ne\Ir Supreme Court. and the 
rehabilitation of the Town Hall, the total estimated 
iesprnditnre for these Works waq $530,000. The 
Aclclendum also points out that the increase in this 
expenditure iq dile to a variety of reasons as 
foll OWS :- - 

(a )  The original layout costs of the 
office blocks at the Pine were based 
on a flat site, but the site finally 
selected was on sloping ground, 
and i t  therefore needed a large 
amount of filling for the pi~rcl, 
yard spaces and the construction 
of retaining walls. The additional 
cost is . . . . . . $13,000 

(b) The mechanical workshop a t  the 
Pine was to be a light steel framed 
building, but owing to the delay 
in steel delivery the building was 
constructed of heavier reinforced 
concrete. I n  addition, there was a n  
increase i.n the cost of two sets of 
2Oft. high by 20fc. wide sliding 
doors, and i t  was eound necessary 
to provide three sunken working 
and inspectioii pit,;, a n  additional 
steel framed buliding for the 
mechanical hoist, and an  extra 
amount of filling owing to the 
nature of the site. Provision for 
these was not included in the 
original estimate, and the addi- 
tibnal cost is . . .. . . $17,500 

(c)  The provision of a iarger yard and 
store room for the Public Works 
Department was made necessary 
by the arrival of various stores 
including hurricancl relief material 
and the additional cost is . . $ 5,000 

(d )  At the new Courts extra expendi- 
ture was incurred in preparing the 
fom~da~tions of the vault building 
where soft ground was found a t  a 
depth of 12ft., and a large cavity 

hacl t o  be bridged in  preparing the 
foundations of thc Writ Servers' 
Office. The additional cost is . . $ 5,000 

(e)  ,4t the Government Headquarters 
an outside building has to be con- 
structed for use :is a gardener's 
room, and to house certain files 
and records which could not be 
stored in the main building. The 
estimated cost is . . . . $ 2,50(! 

That makes a total of $43,000. I beg to move 
that this R.esolution do now p w .  

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairmaii, I am wonder- 

ing whether. with all these improvements and 
extensions to Government Offices, the Government 
would consider the possibility of removing the Old 
Age Pension Office from that dangerous point in  
White Park h a d  where i t  is now situatecl. Many 
of these old people have to go there to collect their 
pensions, and we know what the traffic is like in 
that area. For  mine time now, that Office has been 
shifted from street to streei, and the improvemenh 
to the Office bav? been unsuitable. It  i s  time that, 
with the extension of these Government Offices, the 
Old Age Pension Departnlent should h removed 
to a safer place where the lives of these Old Age 
Pensioners will not remain i n  jeopardy as they are 
in  now. 1 am hoping that the EIon. Minister of 
Works will make a statement to the provision 
of a new and safe Office for this Old Age Pension 
Department. 

Mr. GODDARD: I should like to say that 
with any estiinate which runs in the j icini ty of 
half million clollars, there is liable to be an error 
either in one ~ a j -  or in  the other. The Addendum 
to this Resolution points out, quite clearly that there 
has been an  underestimate with regard to these 
works. 1 merely rose to  say or point out t o  the 
G o w r m e q t  thak if Officers of the Department 
I-esponsible for drawing up estimates come back to 
this House with reasonable grounds for increases 
we will readily grant them, but let i t  be clearly 
understood that we also expect to hare holiest 
estimates in  the first instance. I n  the past there 
have been times when this Bouse was diffident a b w t  
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granting supplementary amounts for C'apital Works, Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I do not 
because the Officer or Draughtsman who prepared 
the estimates always presented estimates which 
were rather high, the reason being that he did not 
want to come back to the House with increases. I 

propose to reply to the last honourable member 
who spoke because I do not think anybody shares 
his views. As the Hon. Leader of the Opposition 
has said in his remarks, he thinks a, full explanation 

say: let us have correct estimates in the first in- 
stance, always having the assurance that if the I Officer comes back for additional aimounts on 
reasonable grouncfs, the money will be pi-oviiided. 

I just want to point Out to 
and the Officer concerned that if the House must 
treat him with respect, he must come forward with 
correct estimates in the first place. 

Mr. CRAWFoiRD: What worries 
Chairman, is the extravagantly high cost of these 
additions. In Item (a) they have to provide some 
more filling for yard spaces. ori!$nall~ were 
building office blocks at the Pine based on a flat 
site; after they had selected the site, they had to 
fill in that space and erect :I retaining wall in front. 
That work costs $13,000. do not know lvhat is 
the area of the building of these office blocks at the 
Pine, but the amount of $13,000 for doing this work 
is high in anybody's money. The reason for my 
saying that is that you have not got to buy the 
stuff for filling; you excavate foundations and YOU 
have the stuff for filling. What costs the money is 
the transportation of the stuff to the site to be 
filled in and then you bnild your retaining wall. 
If anybody in Barbados is building a house of one- 
half or one-quarter of that size, and he had to fill 
in that proportionate space and spent that pm 
portionate m o u n t  of money in doing so, then he 
could not build the house. It is either that the 
people who make out these ih&knda think that the 
people in this Ijouse are very flillible or they are 
very stupid. Let us take Item (b). 
7.20 p.m. 

It was intended to build the mechanical work- 
shop at the Pine out of Light steel, but because of 
the delay in obtaining the steel, they have nsed 
reinforced concrete. Then, it is stated that there 
was an increase in the cost of two sets of 20' high 
by 20F d d e  sliding doors and it was found neces- 
sary to provide three sunken working and inspection 
pits, an additional steel frame building for the 
mechanical hoist, and an extra amount of filling 
owing to the nature of the site. The additional cost 
for that is $17,500. 

I can see the reason why they wanted a larger 
yard and store room for the Public Works Depart- 
ment. The yard and storeroom were extended inside 
a t  an additional cost of $5,000. 

Then at; the new Courts you incur extra 
expenditure in preparing the foundations of the 
vault building where soft ground was found and 
the additional cost is $5,000. At the Government 
Headquarters in Bay Street you needed an outside 
building for u'se as a gardener's room. I presume 
th2t is for the purpose of storing his tools such as a 
fork, rake and so on. This room is estimated to 
cost $2,500. 

I am sure, Mr. Chairman, if any of us hat1 
to erect a gardmer's room of the dimensions of the 
one there with a 'small concrete wall to put records 
in, it would not cost $2,500. The trouble really is 
that there is nobody to question these things when 
they are put up before the ~Goverrunent. Whatever 
figure is given to them, they accept and they do so 
in nine out of every ten cases. Obviously, this 
money must be used for other things than what 
is put before the House. They wo111d overspend a 
vote and say nothing. Witb the intelligence of the 
members in this House, trould you expect them 
t o  believe that these amounts are wanted merely for 
the items which appear in the Resolution? 

is given in the Addendum to the Resolution, and 
to my mind I think a proper account is given for 
the necessity of these increases of the various items. 

As far as the point made by the honourable, 
senior member for St. John is concerned, I mould 
like to assure him that I heartily wree With 
we have been looking around for the past 
for some place to house the Old Age Pension Office 
I agree that the building in which the staff is housed 
i, ,host falling to piwes and there is nmssity 
for proper quarters for them. I want to him 
that m soon as we find a suitable place or area, we 
,Tolld do it. 

3%. ALLDER: I would not suggest that you 
look around for another place with a view to renting 
it- I feel the time has come when Government could 
save money on it by constructing their own build- 
ing for the PWose. 

The  question that the Resolution do nou? V S  

was put and resolved in the  af imzat ive  witkouf 
division. 

On motion of Hon. Dr. H .  G. H. CUMMINS, 
seconded b y  Hon. M.  E. COX, Mr. CHAIRMAN 
reported the passing of three Resolutions irz. Corn- 
fitittee amd the  postponement of one. 

Mr. CHAIRlUAN reported to ~ y r .  SPEAKER 
who resumed the  Chair and reported accordifigly. 

O n  separate motions of Zen. Dr. H. G.'. H. Curd- 
MINS seconded h each case by the  Hon. M. E. COX., 
the  three Resok~t ions  were read a first, and seco?d 
t ime and agreed to. 
7.30 p.m. 

SELECT COMMITTEE APPOINTED 
Hon. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, !n 

connection with the Resolution which was postponed 
i n  Comdttee, it was suggested that X e l ~ t  C03- 
mittee be appointed to give further consideration to 
that Resolution. 

I therefore beg to move that a Select Committee 
be appointed to consider the Resolution for $2,000 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to second that. 
T h e  q u w i o n  was put and resolved in 'the affirm- 

athe without 
Mr. 8PEAKER: I have the honour to appoint 

the following to serve on such a Committee. 
The Hon. Minister of Communications and 

Works; the hen. junior memter for Christ Church; 
the hen. junior member for St. Lucy ; the hon. junior 
nlembm for s t .  aeorge. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I should like to ask POW 
Honour to serve on the Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not desirous of serving 
on such a Committee. 

Hon. M. E. COX: May I ask leave that the hon. 
junior member for St. Andrew be appointed to 
serve on the committee? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has asked 
that the hon. junior member for S't. Andrew be ap- 
pointed to the Committee. Unless there 'be any abjw 
tion leave will be granted the hon. member. 

Thare being no o6jection leave was granted t he  
Hon. Minister. 

MAGISTRATES BILL C'TD. 

Mr. SPE-R: The next Order of the day 
stands in the name of the Hon. Premier: to resume 
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Committee on a Bill to amend and consolidate tne 
Acts of this Island relating to the jurisdiction of 
and the practice and procedu~e before Magistrates' 
Courts and appeals therefrom, and to matters con 
neded therewith. 

Mr. Speafier left the Chair arcd the House went 
into Comnwittee, M'r. Smith being in the Chair. 

Hon. G. H ADAMS: I regret that after post- 
poning consideration of Section 68 for legal membe~s 
of the House who were not present, they are not 
here. I propose now to deal with that Section whrah 
is outstanding. 

The hon. seniosr member for St. Lucy has madL 
restrictions about it and that was the chief reas4\n 
why I postponed consideration so that other mem- 
bers might eqress  their points of view. 

I now beg to move that Section 68 stand part. 
In case the hon. senior member for the City does 
not know what it is, it is about fingerprints. 

Hon. Dr. H. 'G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to second 
that. 

Mr. E. D'. MOTTLEY: I wonder why the 
Premier said in case I do not know what it i< it IS 
about fingerprints! The only thing about il 
is that the Premier postponed it in order to give 
the legal members a chance to discuss i t  and I was 
trying to get them in;  here comes one, he seems to 
be limping. Sir, this question deals with the Polk, 
taking fingerprints, and I think that the restridions 
levelled by the hon. senior member for St. Lucy were 
Ito the effect that a t  least there should be some resenT- 
ation and that you should not leave it merely to the 
discretion of the Police Force. If a youngster of 
around seventeen years is carried in for an offence 
under the Highway Act, and the Section reads: 
"where any person not less than fourteen years old 
has been taken into custody is charged with an 
offence before a Magistrate, the Magistrate may if h, 
thinks fit, 011 the application of a Police Officer not 
below the rank of Inspector order the fingerprints of 
that person to be taken by a Constable." Well, 1 
think the restrictions levelled by the hon. senior 
m e d r  for St. Lucy were to the effect that the 
question of fourteen years was not quite right, and 
also this should depend on the seriousness of the 
offence. This is what I should reallp like to wgrcst 
!o the Premier: it is not on the legal luminaries. hut 
on him we shoald depend for the up and cominq pen- 
eration of this country. A youngster of sixteen or 
seventeen can have a licence. He might commit an 
offence for which he is carried in ;  for driving a car 
without due caution or anv driving offence n n d . ~  
the Highway Act. 
7.40 mm,. 

Where you hme a Policeman not below the rank 
of Inspector making any such application, then the 
fingerprints are taken. T am wondering whether the 
Hon. Premier with his experience in ~ractising at 
the Bar, does not think we sho~ild have some reserva- 
tions there and let the Section read: "Any perso11 
not below the age of 36 years." This Section was 
postponed so that the legal members of this House 
m i ~ h t  be able to offer their strictures; if the legal 
members are offerinq their strictures on a particulax 
Section, and thev do not nropose anv amendment, 
t h ~ n  that i s  not rood ~nourh.  T would like to hear 
from the Ron. Premier whether. from his experience 
the word "offence" in this Section should not Fe 
defined. I do not think that this word "offencc 
should be so broad. I am just making an appeal 
here; when you say where any person not less than 
14 years old who has been taken into custody iq  

charged with an offence" and the Magistrate may. if 

he thinks fit on the applicactioa of a Police CHicer not 
below the ranks of lnspector order the fingerprints 
of that person to be taken, I say, it is not good 
enough to take the fingerprints of a boy of the age nf 
14 years who has been charged with committing 
a highway offence. 

How many of us a t  this age of 14 years have not 
been indiscreet? I suggest to the Hon. Premier that 
this Section shoud read "Where any person not 
below the age of 16 years." Under the Basta,rdy 
Act, a man has to support his child up to the age of 
16, and that is the age which should be put in this 
Section. We are here to make laws, it is true, bu.1 
we also want to see that the Country is properl] 
run. We represent people who have children. A 
boy who has comlnitted an offellce may be rude to t'lr 
Police and the Magistrate can order that his finger- 
prints be taken. T am not a t  all happy about tbis 
Section, and I feel sure that the Hon. Premier is not 
happy about i t  either. 

I repeat; my idea is that this age shonld Pe 
extended and the Section should read "Not beiow 
the age of 16." Another thing is this : ane you saying 
that a boy's hgerprints should be taken and kept 
for eternity? The provision in this Section might 
have been alright in the past 16 or 20 years, but 
not today. Under this Section, if a boy steais a 
piece of czine (which I suppose, many of us have 
done except those who are paragons of virtue), the 
Magistrate can order his fingerprints to be taken. 
I am again appealing to the Hon. Premier to let 
this Section read: "Not below the age of 16 years 

I of age.', 
Another point is this: here there is the question 

of a boy being charged with an offence. 1 should 
like to point out that if he is acquitted of the offence, 
under this Section, you can still take his fingerprint.. 
and keep them for eternity. I do not think we 

I should treat the people of this Colony to such indig- 
nity. 

I 7.50 p.m. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: You must give magis- 

trates- 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I cannot hear you. 
Hon. G.  H. ADAMS: You see, we need a loud- 

speaker. I was saying that you must give magis- 
trates, however diffident practitioners may feel about 
it, credit for using their intelligence. What magis- 
trate, if a boy were charged with some trivial offence, 
would, because a member of the Police Force asked 
permission to take his fingerprints, give the permis- 
sion? However, I would not myself object to the 
using of the same cexp~easion "as appears to the officer 
to be a serious one." If that expression is repeated 
here, it would mean that unless the boy was charged 
with something really serious that the magistrate 
need not do it. I think that amendment would 
cover the hon. member's point. 

I may say that some young boy may go astray. 
He may go out with a burglar and his fingerprints 
may be left. The offence being a serious one, it may 
especially if he thinks that the offence appears to him 
to be a serious one (note, I am using the same ex- 
pression as appears in Clause 66) on the application 
of a member of the Police Force not below the rank 
of Inspector. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, some- 
times it is better to accept small mercies than nothing 
at all and if the Hon. Premier is willing to put in 
the Section "where the offence appears to the officer 

I to be a serious one," I think that will be alright. 



Now, what about the age of 16 years and not 14 
years, I suggebt that the age be 16 years because 
for many years we have been making criticisms 
Cigai~~qt  : I ~ ~ I I I ~  : i  j o i ~ l . t c ~ l ~ - >  AIY-O!(! k,oy ~o ( ,u i~ le  ~ ~ n t  
of bchool. 

Hon. G. 11. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I agree 
with Ithe age of 16 years. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, let us 
turn now to subsection 4. The whole Section deals 
with a person so charged. Sub-section 4 states that 
i~hc1.e the i'ingerprints of an?- per5011 11~;  1, ue-11 
taken in pursuance of an order under this Section, 
then, if he is acquitted, or the examining magistrate 
~le~crnliiles iiot to  c.oininit him for trial, or it the  

information against him is dismissed, the fingerprints 
and all copies and records of them shall be destroyed. 

Let us say that a boy is charged a t  the age of 16 
years with an offence and before anything is proved 
against him you take his hgerprints. I can well 
imagine the Hon. Premier arguing over that if he 
were in my position. I do not think that is British. 
If  it is to be before he is convicted, I would say " 110"; 
if it is after he is convicted, I would say "yes". You 
say: "take the fingerprints," and then if the mag- 
istrate acquits him that you will have the h g e r -  
prints destroyed. The Hon. Premier knows well 
enough that in any British country under Britsh 

law you are considered innocent until you are found 
guilty. Not only that; we should avoid huspicion 
of the citizen. We should not allow this sub-section 
to stay in this Bill. I do not think this corresponds 
to, the traditional way of British justice. Xay 1 
ask the Hon. Premier what is done in lthis case in 
England 9 

Hon. Q. H. ADAMS : I!h same thing as in this 
Bill. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: It does not seem right 
to me. However, Sir, it seems as if the lawyers have 
abandoned me. It seems to me as if I will have to 
accept the small merciea offered. It is not much 
sense in butting my head against a brick wall. All 
the gentlemen of the long robe have lefh me to argue 
this alone and, as I see it, I will continue to argue 
on this point but will not get any suppomt. The Hon. 
Premier has graciously agreed that it should be 16 
years instead of 14 years and he has introduced 
another amendment to say that the offence must be 
of a serious nature. 

For your information, I would argue against 
the provision of the Section where it states that 
where a person is taken into custody and charged, 
his fingerprints are taken, and then if he is acquitted 
the fingerprints and all copies and records of thein 
s?lall be destroyed. I am saying that when the per 
eon is convicted you should then take the finger- 
prints, not when he is first charged. &ccordiag to 
this, the minute a person is arrested you can takl 
?he fingerprints. 

Hon. G .  H. ADAMS : Not until he is chargec 
with the offence. 

Mr. E. D. MOT'TLEY: Yes, that is so, but the 
case m@ be one where some boy is charged for 
parking on the wrong side of the road. T am refeu- 
ing to a boy probably going to school at Combermere 
or Harrison College. I t  may be, he may be charged 
with riding without a light attached to his bicycle 
and coming up against a limb of the law he then 
refuses to give his name. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Mr. Chairman, perhaps the 
hon. member did not understand me rightly. I also 
agreed that i t  should only be done if Ihe offencc 
is of a serious nature. It is not done as soon as the 
youngster is arrested. An applicatim has to be made 
by a senior officer and he would have to satisfy the 
Magistrate that the grounds were sufficiently strong, 

or the ease was of a serious nature ',r, warrant a 
record of the boy's fingerprints. Yoa cannot record 
them unless you have a special statute for recording 
them but if the person is proved illnocent, you saj- 
you must destroy those fingerprints and all copies 
z:nd records of' them. 
8.00 ppm. 

You record his fingerprints but if he is proved 
lmocetnt they must be destroyed. l agree, 1n the 
may it must have appeared to the hon. member, tha, 
.t 1s not Brituh Justlce to convict a mall or' do ally 
tlllng which looks as if you bclieve he is guilty. l t  
was changed in England and became the law becausc 

1 the Police felt later on that if a man persisted in 
committing crime it would help them to have the fin- 
gerpnnts on record. If I were a magistrate or judg, 
lt would be of great help to have the fingerprints put 
on record for the future as being of help to polict 
in keeping down crime; and while it is true that 
barristers must exist, it is necessary to ke4ep down 
crime. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I still have the layman's 
point of view to which I have been accustomed, that 
we have always beea able to shout and say with 
pride about the administration of justice. Anyway 
l think the first thing I should like to ask is that in 
line 2 the word "fourteen" be deleted and that 
"sixteen" be inserted in its place, and in line 4, 
after the word "think fit" insert "and if the offence 
appears to be of a serious nature." It seems as if the 
Premier has made his mind up about the other part 
and nothing can be done. My own idea is that 
fingerprints should only be taken after the court had 
adjudged him guilty of the particular offence if it 
were a serious offence. If the d e n c e  is serious and 
dpplication is made by the police, then and only the] 
should fingerprints be taken, but certainly not in 
the case of a boy riding home a Saturday night after 
being out with the boys and is charged with an offence 
because he may be rude to some policeman. I know a1 
instance of just a few weeks ago of a boy who wae 

absolutely correct when the police officer a3ked him 
vhere he lived and he replied "Glendairy Prison,' 
L~ut the police arrested him and when a check was 
made he was really living a t  Glendairy Prison, but 
the police thought i t  was a joke. If nobody had 
come to his rescue, it would have been considered 
~ u d e  and next morning he would be in Court; he 
might have been rude or he might have considered 
the Police so foolish that he may have struggled 
tlwaj-; and as has been argued by the hon. senior 
member for St. Lucy, as soon as you touch a poliee- 
man or resist arrest the policeman may consider it 
uf a serious nature amd take his fingerprints. That 
is not so nice for a youngster. I agree you should 
take the fingerprints of criminals and protect us 
from them. Anyway, I do not think I can argue 
eny more, but I hope he will accept the amendment 
~ ~ l d  give some protection to the children, \ h a ,  I 
think, may find themselves in difficulty through this. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, Section 68 
deals with the taking of fingerprints of persons now 
from the age of sixteen and upwards who have bec~? 
charged before a magistrate with a serious offence 
That is what I understand the Government has 
accepted; and the fingerprints may be taken on 
application of a police officer not below the rank of 
inspector. I woilld like to know under what 
authority fingerprints are taken at present because 
sub-clause 3 says: "The provision of this, Section 
shall be in addition to those of any other enact- 
ment under which iingerprhts may be taken." And 
this is only to be found in the Police Illagistrntc=' 
Act. I really cannot find i t  in any other Acts, and 
not being a policeman I do not know the authority, 



and 1 doubt the honourable member knows him- 
self. !Fingerprints do not prove anything anyhow, 
because the usual method of taking fingerprints is 
to put some po~vder on the Paper on which the 
accused persoli has made an impression with his 
thumb and then a photograph is taken of that 
Then, when they want to Prove that the f i l lge~r ints  
compare with the fingerprints at the scene of the 
crime, all they have to do is to take another finger- 
print or thumb print off the Paper On which 
the accused person has made an impression. It is 
the most flimsy c~idence myone could produce in 
Court. It is very simple alld I any0ne prove 
when they produce these prints, where, and 
how the two photographs can be taken. Fortunately, 
you do not have to lith f i n ~ e ~ r i n t  
much in the Criminal Courts of this Island, because 

recognises it is the kind Of evidence 
which is capable of being lnanufactured without 
any difficulty at  all; but there is not one provision 
in sWtion 6f4-and I sure that honourable 

Tvill forgive me if I do not expatiate on 
the provisions of clausQ 68, sections 1, 2 and 3, 
because the various points hare beell adcqllatc]~ 
dealt with by the honourable senior member for 
St. Lucy and the honourable senior member for 
the City but when you come to sub-Clause 4 which 
says: "Where the fingerprints cif any person have 
been taken in pursuaace of an order under this 
section, then, if he is acquitted, or the examining 
magistrate determines not to commit him for trial, 
or if the information against him is dismissed. the 
fingerprints and all copies and records of them 6b.d  
'be d ~ t r o ~ e d , "  that is not good sough beca~lse you 
have demanded in sub-cla~lse 2 that the fingerprints 
should be taken preferably in the presence of the 
Magistrate. Therefore it is my humble submission 
that the fingerprints ought to be destroyed tllen 
and there in the Presence of the Magistrate, because 
they bring the &gerprints and "pies 
and record into the Court. Of me member;.3 

the profession lmow 'bat Once your fingerorints 
are t'lken in Barbados they never leave the files at  
all. .r do not agree that they should be taken; and 
I can challenge the Acting Commissioner of Police 
to  m n e  in Court and swear on oath that they do 
not destroy them. we all know they destroy 
them. The fingerprints when taken should be taken 
in the presence of the Magistmte and initialed by 
him and in Court in evidence only if 
they bear the s i ~ a t u r e  of the Magistrate before 
whom they were taken. I t  is, very, very bimple : and 
they can always keep a copy on the files. They 
have an index system over there, they have pho- 
tographs next to the they can 
always get them off the to use against the 
Person accused of an ~ffence. If it does not bear 
the signature of the Magistrate to prove were 
the fingemrints taken in Court, the Magistrate 
then be able to check on tht: number of copies which 
he initided and make sure the same nilmber of 
copies were destroyed in Court, so that if on s 
subsequent occasion they produced a photograph 
t h a t  n7as found on a windowsill or a pocket '?oak 
and it does not bear the signature of the Magistrate, 
that would be right out of Coul-t. 

8.10 p.m. 
I think that m Sub-Clause (4) of this Clause, 

words should be added to the effect that the finger- 
prints and copies and records of them shall be 
destroyed in  the presence of the Police Nagistrate 
who has tried the offence. What happens now is this: 
they take fingerprints, under what authority I am 
azot particularly clear. I was never interested to h d  

out that authority because they never tried it 
with me. 

The thing about practising in  the Law Courts, 
is that you are not supposed to h o w  everything, like 
the hon. senior member for St. Joseph seems to 
rhinli, but you are to be able to look for things, and 
apply them intelligently when they apply. If I have 
never taken the trouble to find out under what 
authority they take h g e r p r k t s ,  it is because 1 have 
never been interested iu the matter. They never take 
any fingerprints in the presence of the Police 
~ \ i ~ ~ ~ i ~ t ~ ~ t ~  todW; there is an unwritten rule that 
if the hgerprints of a person have been taken, 
that person is entitled to @;o the Criminal Inves- 
tigation D~~~~~~~~~ and inform the prosecuting 
Inspector or Superintendent that he would like hia 
fillgerprillts destroyed. we pass this Clause as it 

the positioll is that all the Police Inspector 
or superilltendellt has to do is to tell a person that 
his fillgerprints have been destroyed, and the person 

has been ecqaitted would not be in a positio~l 
to say '  'yea" or "nay," because there is no provision 
"hi" demands that the fingerprints shall be destroy- 
ed in the presellee of the accused person or in the 
presence of the Magistrate who has tried the case. 
If the atccused person is not represented by Counsel, 
he is just chased out of the premises with the remarks 
that he is lucky- 

Hon. G. H. ADhUS: If 1 may h t e ~ r u p t  the 
hon. member, 1 quite agree with the principle which 
he has enunciated; but he should, through the Bal 
Coulcil, bring the matter to the notice of the Ju&cial 
Advisory Council, which under Section 161 of this 
Bill, has the power to make rules providing, among 
other thkgs, for the practice and procedure of M%- 
ishates in exercising functions preliminary or incl- 
dental to proceedings before them. I n  mese rules, 
it ,an be laid down that fingerprillts are to be cle- 
strayed i11 the presence of the Magistrate, and they 
should be destroyed. I t  is better to do that than to 
put in that provision in the substantive part of the 
Section. 

Mr. BARROW: This is one of the rare occa- 
sions on which the Hon. Premier has attempted to 
make a contribution without launching into a philip- 
pic at  first. I am rather surprised that he should 
suggest that something should be put into one of the 
T U ~ ~ S  which, according ta Section 161, the Judicial 
Council is enipowered to make in respect of certain 
things. TJnder Part  X of this Bill "Miscellaneous," 
you have Section 161 (1) which reads as follows:- 

161. (1) The Judicial Advisory Council estab 
lished under section forty-one of the Supreme Court 
,E Judicature Act, 1966 may rules for regul&- 
ing and prescribing the procedure and practice to be 
followed in proceedings before a magistrate, and, 
withont prejudice to the generality of the foIegoing. 
such Inal. make provision as to- 

(a)  the practice and procedure of magis 
trates in exercising functions prelimiu- 
ary or incidental to proceedings before 
them ; 

(b) the service and execution of process 1s 
sued for the purposes of any proceed- 
ing before a magistrate; 

(c) the keeping of records of proceedings 
before magistrates and the manner In 
which things done in the course of, or 

preliminary or incidental to, any 
such proceedings, or any proceedings 
on appeal from magistrates, may be 
proved in any 'legal proceedings; 
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(d) the functions of clerks for the purpose 
of securing the attendauce ob persons 
bound over conditionally by examining 
magistrates to attend a trial on in- 
dictment ; 

(e) the furnishing of copies of depositions, 
and of the information (if it is in  w r ~ t -  
ing) to a person committed for trial; 

( f ) which magistrate shall have jurisdic- 
tion to hear any complaint; 

(g) the matters additional to those speci- 
fied in section seventy-four of this Act 
on complaint for which a magistrate 
shall have power to make an order with 
the consent of the defendant without 
hearing evidence. 

(h) any matter which by this Act is stated 
to be prescribed. 

Nowhere in this Section do yon have any pro- 
vision in the Judicial Advisory Council to give to the 
Magistrate the power of s~~pervising the destructiolr 
of documents, which power iq  inherent in the Police 
Department. Surely then, there would be some argu- 
ment as to the autholrity within the ~rovince of the 
Police Magistrate and the Commissioner of Police. 
I do not know if it is because of the logic of the amend- 
ment which I have suggested has appealed to the 
hon. member and against his better judgment or 
his dead body, which phases are being used all the 
time. When something appeals to legislatms on the 
basis of logic, still the rash statements which they 
have made in the past prevent them from following 
the logical course. 

I suggest that since we have made it ciear thaf 
the fingerprints must be taken in the presellce of 
the Police Magistrate, then, of course, the .Tudicial 
Advisory Council can say that the Police Nagis- 
trate should initial those fingerprints when they 
are so taken, but we also want to enwre that the 
provision is put in the main body of the Bill 
itself, that the destruction of these fingerprints 
takes place in the presence of the Police Magi+ 
&rate himself. 

The point which I was making when I was 
interrupted by the hon. renior member for R. 
Joseph is this: the procedure to-day, is that when 
a person goes into the Criminal Investigation D+ 
partment as an acquitted person, and the reques3 
is made that his fingerprints be destroyed, they 
either tell him: "You are lucky to get off, and get 
out of here," or they will tell him: "We have des- 
toyed them," or "We will destroy them." B11t 
;there is no provision whereby the Police Magistrate 
has power to go to the Police Department to see 
whether the fingerprints have been destroyed or not. 

Since the hon. member agrees in principle, 1 

so t  in toto, with the observations which I have made 
in respect of Sub-Clause (4) of this Clause then 
I see no reason for ncvt inserting the provision 
ri&t here in this Clause. 
8.20 D.m. 

Because when we cane to Section 161, we 
cannot bring a "mandamus" against the Judicial 
Advisory Council, the power that has authority to 
mnske su,ch a replation. If thev have power to 
make it, the power under Section 161 is  a discretion 
ary one and not a mandatory one. Under Section 
'61, the Judicial Advisolry Council is "allowed". . . . 
Thev do not have to. and it mav be 'something likp 
fiftv years before we get any provision inserted 
vhich we want imerted. 

Sir. I -,rill give you an illustration. Som~time 
in  1937 we brought into force officially the Food 

and Drugs Act and m the Act itself, the Director 
of Agriculture or the Executive Committee wils 
given the power to make regulations stating what 
should be considered as pure milk. That is some 
twenty years ago and it has not been done u p  to 
today. The General Board of Health has wide powers 
to make regulations for the carrying out of the 
provisions of the law but that Board has been 
most neglectful in the exercise of the powers which 
are given it. The result is growing slums. Whtn 
you give a subsidiary body discretionary powers, 
from my experience in Barbados, it seems to sit 
do\$-n and do nothing. That is the position; that 
is the only reason and i t  is not with reluctaizce 
that I have acknowledged the fact that the hon. 
senior member for St. Joseph is becoming more 
amenablt, to reason. It is because of the sad 
experience which we all have had in matters relat  
ing to regulations and subsidiary legislation iu 
that the authorities whom such things are put in 
charge of never take the trouble at  all unless 
Rome specific thing causes them to make any repi- 
lations. 

My suggestion therefore, is that the fingerprints 
should be destroyed in the presence of the Police 
Magistrate and not elsewhere. You should not t ry  
to maintain the ridiculous situation which now exists 
of a discharged or acquitted ,person going to the 
C.I.D. and being told that they have destroyed his 
fingerprints. I know that if they destroy some, they 
do not destroy all, so the documents remain to be 
used against the particular person if he happens t o  
become within the toils of the law on a future occs- 
sion. 

Apa,rt from those remarks, I do not think I have 
anything else useful to contribute on this matter. I 
have aheady spoken on the other clanses. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chaimnan, allow me just to 
make a few remarks. I am unhappy about the Bill 
which1 is before the House and I will be very pleased 
if the Hon. Premier would give me a patient bearing 
and then satisf-v me to some extent, whether or nob 
I am wrong. Is this what we should expect with t'he 
type of reform in advanced countries such as ours 
and in some other Colonies? I refer to the type of 
legislation which we have in this Bill. I t  does nor 
look like what me have had. I believe it is your 
intention to remove those ugly strictures which are 
likely to have a s  undesirable effect on our ppople. 

As regards the Clause dealing with, whippiuz 
boys between the ages of seven and 14 years, I am 
hoping that the Hon. Premier would explain or 
satisfy me that I am wrong in my view about it. 
That Clause has given me some concern and has left 
me to some extent unsatisfied about it. Long ,gone is 
the age where the Government hopes to subdue its 
oatkes by flogging and I am yet to understand tha 
motive why it is reasonable to apply it in modern 
legislation: Now, let us examine if the idea of flog- 
ging youn,gsters is correct. With the type of reform 
which is now preached, can you achieve i t  by- flog- 
ging? What effect is flogging likely to have on a 
boy between the ages of 7 and 17 years? 

Mr. CHAIRMATU': Which section are you dealing 
with now ? 

Mr. MILLER: I am dealing with the Sections 
of the Bill which have made me a bit unha,ppy. 

Xr. C'HAIRIIAN: Which section are you deal 
iiig with now? 

Mr. MILLER: I happened to be outside of the 
House when the major part of this Bill was dealt 
with. I am. appealing to the Hon. Premier to satisfy 

1 me on some parts of the Bill. I am not asking for 
the recommital of any particular section; I am asking 
for some latitude. 
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Mr. CHAIRMAN: You will have to ask for re- 
committal of the sections which you want to speak 
on. That is the only way you can get some latitude 

Mr. MILLER: I do not want to waste the timu 
of the House. I am asking for some latitude. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The honourable member is 
out of Order. 

Nr. MILLER: I do not want to ask for l e m  
mittal of any section. I am asking you to exercise 
some discretion. All I want to say is that the Bill 
has not been accepted. 

Mr. CHAlRI\/LAN: The honourable member is 
out of Order. 

Mr. MILLER: I believe, Blr .  Chairman, you 
vould allow me- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I cannot allow you. What 
Clause do you want to deal with? 

Mr. MILLER: This is an awkward position. 
I am a bit reluctant to do so. I am only asking you 
to look at the Bill and hear me. I am unhappy 
about the taking of fingerprints of youngsters and 
l am particularly unhappy about the question of 
appeal to the Supreme Conrt. I am not working up 
any fury. I think this is a stage in our development 
bvhen the Hon. Premier mould be willing to hear th : 
tsumble appeal of a l a p a n  who sees sometb,ing awl<- 
~,-ard in the dmelopment of the country relating t~ 
this Bill. This is the type of legislation that one 
would expect to see in Africa. As I read the Bill 
I somewhat saw the shackles and heard the dank 01 

them in the pcison. 
The this is to suppress 

debate- Do you want to rob a Member of Parfia- 
ment, of s a ~ ~  what is and 
merit in your attempt to ridicule?The flogging of a 
child is something that has been abolishd. Is this 
Government to the of * 
child ? 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member is 
out of Order. 
E. MILLER: I am speaking on the question of 

ably means . w e  fees; but I am not happy that we 
should hurry it through. We have already spent 
three days on it and if we want to be critical on this 
Bill you know it can take four weeks of the kssem- 
bly's business. With this Bill there has been the 
usual talking and railroading. YOU are not likely to 
have much legislation of this type bcause it provides 
h'lating ground for the lawyers, and I appeal to 
You a d  it is in Your place to give me some laiitude 
t o  speak on it- I unhappy about the Bin and 
about fingerprints, and what I want to say is that 
lt h= not Yet passed this Chamber but you seem 
be so rash with' me ; I do not know if you are hungry 
01- if ;YOU feel . . - 

Mr. CHAIRM&N: I have to rule you out of 
crder and ask You to take Your seat- 

Mr. MILLER: Can I enjoy the freedom of this 
Ch"ber to get again$ 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, on Section 
68 in connection with finger'prints, my objection to 
the taking of them at all in respect of a non-con- 
victed person is that it would be very difficult for th 
layman to know whether what is pu rpded  to be 
destroyed-that is, the copies and records of finger- 
prints-are really the actual fingerprints which have 
been taken. Nothing could be more important than 
for people to satisfy themselves that what the Police 
pretend to destroy are in truth and in fact the hger- 
prints and copies and records of them of the person 
w h  has not been convicted: and in any event another 
point arises; whether before the destruction of sueb 
copies and records you can be assured that there are 
no photostatic copies made of them; because if that 
is so, there win be verv little ditference if t. copies 
and are destroyed if thev keep photostatic 
copies of them. 1 would tell frm experience 
in practising in tile criminal court, even now (1 do 
not know under what legislative authority they do 
so) they invite you to have your fingerprints taken 
when you are arrested and if you are a person, of 

I 

fingerprints. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member is 

out of Order. 
Mr. MILLER Mr. Chairman, can I ask a a_ues. 

tion ? 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member is 

out of Order. I am not entertaining it. 
Mr. MILLER : Can I deal with aPil f section of 

the Bill, or am I not expected to sP@ak on i t?  would 
YOU kindly tell me what section of the Bill r'ou want 
me to deal with? 

C H A I R W :  Section 68. 
Mr. MILLER: Cm I deal with any section of 

the Bill? Am I allowed to speak? With Your kind 
permission will You tell me on what section I will be 
allowed to speak? 

&. CHAIRMm: If carry on I shall have 
to rule you out of Order. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr.  Chairman, can I ask You 
permit me some latitude on Section 68. not a h e a d ~  
pased by this Chamber? 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You can stay the whole night 
on Section 68. 

Mr. MILLER : Can I speak on Section 130, part 
9 on Appeals? Can 1 spend an hour on that. or muSE 
I take the whole night on that? 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable meml- er is 
making sport. 

Mr. MILLER: I am not, Sir. You are puttiui: 
legislation on the Statute Bool~, that could throw 
seven-eights of the people in prison; and that is not: 
what should happen in a civilised country. All T 
am asking for is some !atit@de on this. The lawyers 
are not par t idar ly interested in it, because it prob- 

a certain intelligence, you know they have no authori- 
ty and you decline to take the invitation ; bul when 
you accept the invitation and the case ends in your 
favour, there is ta be this destruction of the copies or 
what purports to be the copies and records. If the 
case is at District "E" and the fingerprints wera 
taken at that Station by some member of the C.I.D., 
when the case is over and you go back for the copies 
t h q  tell you they do not have them and that you 
have to go to Bridgemn. Sometimes when you go 
to the C.I.D. in Bridgetown they gually tell you 
they cannot find t h a :  and it means that some poor 
person has to take time off from work and has to go 
to town and back in order to get the copies, only 
eventually to be presented with something which 
you are told are the fingerprints taken. I understand 
that the honourable and learned member for St. 
George has suggested that the person himself or her- 
serf should be allowed to initial the copies and they 
would be assured that what they are getting back 
are the actual copies and records which were taken 
-from them. [A VOICE: He said the Mep&trata 
~hould initial them.] I am corrected that he said the 
Magistrate should initial them. Certainly, Sir, some 
6ort of safeguard is needed in the case of uncon- 
ticted persons. I do not know whether this is copied 
from any English Legislation and it would be 
interesting if the Premier would let us know if that 
is so, because if this is, as the honourable senior 
member for St. George has suggested, merely a copy 
of some legislation which is practised in Trinidad or 
Kenya or anywhere else, I do not see we have any 
need to copy it. Sir, I do not think it would be fair 
to you, although you were patient and tolerant, 
to continue this discussion any longer until you have 
baryour  repast and whatever accompanies it, and 
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I beg tliat you do now report progrew and ask leave 
I G  sit again. 

Mr. MILLER: I beg to second tliat. 
T h e  questiou wus ptit tint1 resol~vxl ilz the  affirm- 

ative W ~ ~ ~ Z G Y L ~  clivision, ancl Ill,.. RT'E.1 REI? reszcnzed 
r l~e  Cltnir and t-epcw!r'tl a c c o ~ ~ t l i ~ i c ~ l ~ ~ .  

ADJOURNMENT 

RESOLUTION TO SANCTION "THE EX- 
PORTATION (DRAWBACK OF DUTIES 
ON CYLINDERS CONTAINING LOCALLY 

MANUFACTURED GASES) REGU- 
LATIONS" 

ill/.. S1'15-11<EIZ rcszrmctl tEtc C'licrit., and report-ci 
a,c3~o).di?tq1~r. 

O-n nzotton 01' J l o ~ ? .  Dr. IT. G. a. C ' C i ~ ~ l l ~ I ~ T ~ ~ ,  
seco.ledecZ D?/ 11011. -Jr. R. ('OS, 1 1 ~ .  rYZ'EAKER 
ad jour~ icd  the Horc~c f o r  ilrrc c -qicor.:c'i-.\ o f  (zti /toltr. 
8.35 p.m. 

MAGISTRATES' BILL C'TD. 

011 re-assem bling, 
Mr. SPEAICEII :( ) I I  tlic ;~tl~jouruuirrlt, the IIousc 

was ill Committer 011 the, lii]l to anlend ~on~011- 
date the Acts of this Islancl relating to the juris- 
dictioll of, and the practice and proceclure ef0l.e 
magistrates' courts appeals therefrom. and to 
matters connected therewith. 

Mt.. SPICllhrER lcift t he  Chart., arztl t h e  Hozt ,c 
reszcnted Conunitfee o n  tlte BtX, Xr.  8111ITH being 
i?z  tltel Chair.. 

~ 4 ~ .  CI~AIRMA~\' :  on the a~jo~~ll l l iel l t ,  the 
hoii. senior member for St. Lucy was speaking. 

3gr. BR,~~NCRER : ~ l ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  I had 
,,leted my l,oilzt ; COIICLselS as usual [ L a l L g ] L t C ~ . l  

ntr. ALT,,DER AIr. Chairman, on the last oc- 
casion when ,?re discussed tElis Clause 68 of this Blil, 

was expressed by a felv menlbers in 
respect of the provision for the taking of finger- 

011. Gzifio?ts of IIow. G. 11. A D d X S ,  seco,ltlcd 
b,, no?,, Dr. Jr. G .  H. t~~ll~;llIiV,y i l l .  rnc7c L : ~ C F ,  tjlt' 

,(.o~ l .PCI(/ (, jyCZ t i l l l e  
iToil. R. C: 3IAPP : 1\11.. Speaker, 1 an1 as1,illp 

Itaare to take Ordcr S o  4 as thc ilt.st Ortler of i i ~ c  
nay .  

l ' i l ~ r e  bewag 110 objccatto~r, 1ca~ ' c  was gra,l.tcd t l i ~  
H o j ~ .  ~Ilinister. 

111.. Sl'XLUCEl;: 'l'l~e u e ~ t  Order of rhe b c 1 j  

btallCls 111 thi: llaiile of the 1 1 ~ ~ .  Jlil~ister of 'l'rade, 
l i l dus~r j  ~ L L C ~  Labour: 10 nlo\ c the yasslllg 0 i  tht 
io l lo~i i ig  Ilesolution : Resolution to sanetioll m e  
Kegulatioils entitled "The exportation (L)ra\irl :iba 

of Duties on Cylinders containing locally Xanufsc- 
tured Gases) Regulations, 1953. 

Hon. It. G. M U P :  Mr. Speaker, hon. membeiv 
will recall that on the last occasioll in  June, this 
year, when 1 attempted to deal with this Resolution, 
Your Honour ruled that the liegulations to which thv 
Resolution refers, and which were laid oil the table of 
the House ciuriiig the previons Session, should again 

laid 011 the table before I could deal with this 
Kesolutioil. Tliese Regulations were duly laid and 
this Resolution is to give (effect to such Regulations. 

The Addendum sets out the position quite clearly 
prints. 1 shall read the rlallsc so to refresh the As h011. members are aware, this industry ~ f i w  :riv 11 

minds of hon. members. Tt reads as fol10~ws:- pioneer status, and exporters in the industry wire 
68. (1) Wlere all?- persoli l1ot less thall follr- 81~0 crantecl a dra~vbacli on duties paid on cp!ui- 

+,pen years old who has been taken into custody 1s derswhen they were re-exported. It was reprent- 
with a n  offence before a maFistrate, the ed by the industry that thel duties paid on these 

magistr,2tn may. if he thinks fit, oil the application I c~ l inde r s  when they came into the island amonntcd 
of a officer not below the ranlC of inspector, 
order thp fineerpri~lts of that person to hp taken hv 
R ronstable. 

(2 )  ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~  talcell ill pnrsuance of .:ll 

order undel. this sectioll shall be ta,kell either at  
the place \%.llere the magistrate is sittillg or, if tile 
person to 11-horn the order relates is remanded m 

at rmsonable force ma?- br 
itecessary for that purpose. 

(3) The provisions of this section shall be 
in  addition to those of any other enactment under 
which fingerprints may be taken. 

(4) Whcl.e the fillgerprints of ally perbOl) 
beell talcell in pul-sualxe of an order under 

+his tJlrll. if he is acquitted, or the exanlill- 
ing detdrmilIes to comIllit him for 
trial. or if the illformation him is dismissed, 
the fingerprints and all copies and records of *herr 
shall be destroyed. 

nThile T aF1.e' that in '"Pect of certain serious 
rrimes which hare ldeen committed, fincerprints 
shoalil be talcin . . rPn?ls~l. nlr. Chairman, I am 
infornirii h r  the Clcrli- that the pointq which T 117aated 
to  raise h a ~ v  alreadr been raised. and that the Gov 
prnment har areeptrd the siia,aestionq which 1lal.c 
hcnn made 

Tlie qzicstio~l tlint Clcctlse fib: ccs anwndecl sta?zd 
pavf of the Bill was pwt a& resolved i n  the  afi?nz\ 
atitlc wit11 out  division. 

011, the  n~oiiolz  of Hon .  8. H .  ADALIZS, secontlrcl 
by  H o I ~ .  DV. R. G. H. C U L V ~ ~ I A ~ S ,  t ho  Glui%mzan r p -  

ported the passing o f  the1 Bil l  in Gomnmitfce wzlll 
m & e n & .  

to more than what W ~ S  !?hawed, i n  the majority or' 
ca"st for filling them, and i t  ~ o u l d  be an  encourage- 
ment t o  the industry if this drawback were given, 
I n  accordance with the application, this d r a ~ v b a ~ k  
"as give11 to the industry. These Repla t iom were 
made in order effectively to contTol the refund 
dntigs paid on these cylinders, and this 
is to d r e  sanction to these Repulationc. T bep 
move that this Xwolntion do non- pas.;. 

Hon. C. E. TATjMA: T beg to second that 
nrr. GODDART>: Mr. ,Speaker, as fa r  as T SCC. 

these Rcqulations are absolntdy necessary if )ail 

('V('ct a industry to thrive. Tt is a we11 ~CIIOIYIT 

fact that im1)ort cflincleiv cases from Trinidad, 
and T gather that thev have similar r r ~ ~ ~ l a t i o n s  in 
Trinidad: othcrl~ise the indnstu- wonld not thrive. 
 the^ cvlil~derc, are lilce empty bottles: the gas ic, 
"fed. and the bottles are returned. Toll call SW tllc. 
schooners talcinr these cvlinilcrc hncfi to Triniil3r1 
T luiilerstand that thcv intend to sllil, oxygen to t h r  
sllla~lnr islands, and +he allthoritics pl.eqsinc* fol. 
these Regnlations to be made Iaw. 

Tlze qzl.estiolt t ha t  th is  Resolzrtiott do 1 r . 0 ~  pr;s.s 
and resolved h nffir,nnti,,c Ir.itho,,f 

&vision, 

RESOLUTION TO SANCTION THE "C'IJSTOMS 
(PETROLEUM PRODUCTS BULK 

STORAGE) REGULATIONS" 

J1r. Sl'NhICEft.: The next Order of the Daj- 
also stands in the name of the Ho11. 1Iinister OE 
Trwtle, Tndastry and Labour: to more the passit::: 
of the follonr~l~g Resolution: Re<olldio~l t o  ~ W I I C ~ ~ I I ~  
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the " Custonis (Petroleum Products B u l ~  a tu rqc ;  
bgulations, 1955. " 

Hon. h. G. W P :  Ia connection with tms 
Resolution, Mr. Speaker, is set out in the Adden- 
d-, the petroleum &gUlations, 1936, and the ye- 
tro1eu.m (amendment) &?gulations, 1937, whlch d 6  

made under the customs ~~~.g ~ ~ t ,  1 ~ 2 1 ,  specscal- 
ly refer to the ~ ~ l k  storage insta?llatlon at spriil, 

has happened in the of the xssG 
Standard Oil Company, if any such Oil Compauy 
applies to the Government to have Bulk Storage 
Installations, we have to bring down Regulaticns 

We feel that the procedure should be simpb. 
fied, auld in order to give e ~ e d  to that proposal, 
Ive have brought down these Regulatiom' The 
proposal is, that whenever a new Bulk installation 

of down here with fresh 
IZe@lations under a new name, we 'lsT 

the installations in a Schedule; otherwise these Kegu 
lations do not depart from the general lines of the 
former Regulations. 

I n  accordance with Section 2 of the Custom' 
Tariff Act, 1921, the Ilegislature must gire approT- 
a1 of these Regulations, and i t  is in accordance wlth 
the Act that this Resolution sanctioning these Ecg- 
nlatioiis has been brought before this Honse. T her! 
to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
The question that this &~oz.lction do n o w  Pass 

was and resolved in  the nfirntative withnit: 
division. 

Hon. Dr. H.  G. H. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker, 
fhat concludes the consideration of Go~ernmeqt 
Business. 

Mr. SPEAKER,: Government Business havin? 
keen concluded, the Rouse will now proceed with 
the consideration of Private Members' Bnsiness. 

R.ESOLmIoN TO MAKE ADVANCES TO THE 
POSTMAS2ER GENERAL 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, you will remeu- 
ber that I intmduced a Resolution earlier h d ~ ) .  
dealing with increased advances to the Postmaster 
General. I am now asking leave to deal with tLls 
Resolution, before the consideration of Private 31eln- 
bers' Business is begun. 

There b e h g  no objoctiort, leave was graded trac 
H'ort. Minister. 

Hon. M .  E .  COX: I n  ~onnection \17ith this 
Resolution, hon members will see that in 1955, tfic 
House agreed to increase the amounts advanced 
the Postmaster Ge~ileral from time to time to a stun 

]lot exceeding $800,000 to  enable him to Pay moll.Q' 
orders. The view was expressed a t  the time [C' 
some hon. members that a t  least these sums should 
have amounted to $2,000,000. As the Addendum to 
this Resolution points out :- 

"The Postmaster General has reported t!'cl1 
during the period January - July, 4956. the 'b'taj 
rnoney order payments amounted to $1,524,870 as 
compared with $4,636,643 for the year 1955, and t-8: 
during the first seven months period of this yea1 
British Postal Orders alone amounted to $848,c'25 
With the steady increase in money order remtt- 
tances each month it is anticipated that  the tbrve 
million dollar mark ($3,000.000) mill be reaphrd b r  
the end of the current year. 

The Postmaster General has recoiil~llended there- 
fore thak the amount authorised to be advanced for 
the payment of money orders should be increadcd 
to $1,500,000 and this Resolution is to ~ r o v i d e  the 
necessary authmity. " 
9.15 p.m. 

I t  id haxdly necessary, BIr. Speaker, to CO-merit 
at length on this, but it can be seen from the remit- 
tances which are coming back here, both from the  
United Icingdom and the United states, ehat i t  is 
absolutely necessary to increase the authorised ad- 
kance for the payment of these money orden when 
they arrive; therefore, this Resolution seeks to g i p  
the Accountant General the authority to advance to  
tlie l'ostmaster General a sum not exceeding 
$1,500,000. 

Hon. C. E. 'IIALMA: I beg to second that.. 
Mr. ALLDER : Mr. Speaker, I notice the business 

of the Post Office has increased consitderably and it 
$erns as if Tom, Dick and Harry  are sending back 
quite a lot of money. What 1 will like to tell the 
Government now is that i t  seems as if the employ- 
went gaps In England are becoming closed; but  
rllat does not mean that you cannot get a couple more 
thousands of our population there if you make regu-. 
~,t;ons and low more easily available. 

'I'his is what I want t o  throw out to the Govern- 
ment. Tell those members of the Select Committee 

pieet  student nurses to be less ellzba,rrassin,: 
more co-operative to the Government in gettiag 

sc,me more of our ullemployed young women out of 
the cdony. ~t is just this morning that two of them 
came to me and ~h~ questions which 
they are asked are really too embarrassing, all.hougb 
the work which they were given to do was reasonably 
done. Whoever the members of that Committee are 
(1 do riot linow them), I am just throwing it out, 
to the Government to let them know that we do not 
want to  make i t  too difficult for people who cannot 
get (employment in the island to go overseas if the 
opport~ulity is there for them to go. I am saying 
that the stipulations put  u p  for student nurses a re  
greater by the local Sele.ct Committee than by tb  
Hospital authorities in England. It is a waste of 
time for us to permit these handicaps to be main. 
tained. They @ a n  o d y  do greater harm to the colo-ny. 

Sir, I am proud to see that you have to give t c  
the Postmaster General a sum of money like what yob 
are asking in  this Resolution, because it shows that. 

traffic has become eolsiderably swollen. It ia 
cnly an indication to show the Goverllment that it 
does not matter where a suggestion may from, 
io long as it is constructive, do not refuse to 
r,n it. 

The Government had to be threatened so as  to 
get them to decide to give assistance to the coupla 
Qf dozen persons who have been able to get to 
land: alld it is a bad on the name'of a 
Socialist Government which realises that this corn- 
lnunity is over populated and unemployment is too 
great, when private individuals every other day can 
be telling the world how many individuals they have 
been instrumental in getting out of this colony. Weru 
it not for the efforts of private individuals, many of 
I1:lr yoniig girls and boys would not have been able 
to leave the colony. I t  is a fact that they have sue- 
ceeded in getting out a larger number than that  
which the Government has helped. I have also been 
told that when the Government sees advertiserilents 
in the Advocate about girls going to Canada and 
England to do nursing through the help of thrse pri- 
vate individuals that the Government becomes1 em- 
barrassed. I am told that members of the Govern- 
ment have even suggested to the Labour Department 
not t o  give that measure of co-operation to thosa 
girls who have been sent there by certain private 
mdividuals. That is something which this Govern- 
ment should not do. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I think I have given the hon- 
curable member a lot of latitude. 

A VOICE : He is telling lies. 



Mr. BLLDER: Let the honourable member get 
up and deny that. I am only warning the Govern- 
ment to stop that. Everybody knows and the so- 
called Minister of Labour Inlows that we on this side 
of the Table have had to fight a hard battle to force 
his hands. 

A VOICE: f ight  for what? 
Mr. ALLDER: We had to fight the Government, 

and the Hon. Minister of Labour had to be sent for 
a t  'Government House to discuss the matter with us 
-4t that time the Hon. Premier said that not one 
Tom, I)i& and Harry could get Government money 
to go there. Let the Hon. Premier get u p  and deny 
lhat and m-e can swnmon the Head of the Adininis- 
tration to prove that. They ean sneer: but the fact 
remains the Ministers of the Government are so ob- 
livious to proper suggestions that they had to be put 
on the cross before they decided to give any assist- 
ance. 

Now I have heard them taking the praise of 
people having left the colony. The next timc they 
try to take the praise--- 

Mr. SPEAKER,: The honourable member is not 
speaking on the subject of this Resolution. 
9.25 p.a. 

Mr. ALLDER: 1%. Speaker, before emigration 
started from this island to the Mother Country you 
did not have to ask for any additional fnncls to acdconl- 
modate the Postal Department and it is a fact that 
if you did not have it, you would not be handling 
Resolution like this. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member fails to 
see he is dealing with a subject not now under dis- 
cussion. Can he possibly fail to see that? Does he 
want to impress me that he thinks otherwise? 

Mr. ALLDER: I do not know, Sir. 
Mr. SPEAHER: Well. the honourable member 

has been speaking that way for the greater part of 
his speech. 

Mr. ALLDER: However, Sir, I would still like 
Government to do its utinost to see and realise that 
this opportunity might not pass our way again and 
therefore we should try to inake as much of the 
opportunity as we can. If we miss this now, Sir, we 
might. have to wait until another war comes bafore 
the condition is ereated overseas for an  emigration 
*theme of the ma,pitude which now exists there. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: A &solution af this 
3lature.. . . . .  

%h. ALLDER: I am not finished speaking, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTIIEY: A Resolution of Liiis na- 
ture, Sir, is always very gratifying because for sch 
long we have lived in this country, and not until just 
over the past three years, I would say, we have seen 
snything orer the three--figure mark dealing with 
postal orders and rergittances from the United King. 
dom. It is therefore very gratifying to find, especial- 
ly  to us in the Opposition that our labours and 
speeches were not in vain when we p rmed  for a 
scheme to help these people migrate to the United 
Xiggdom. What the Addendum to the Resolution 
says makes it more gratifying: "The Postmaster 
General has reported that during the period January 
-July, 1956, the total money order payments 
amounted to $1,524,870 as compared with $1,636,643 
for the year 1955, and that during the first seven 
months' period of this year 13ritish Postal Orders 
alone amounted to $848,828." That is indeed grati. 
fying, fnr over all the period of years that Barbados, 
m-hich has been under British rule, a t  no time in  its 
history never got remittances of that magnitude from 
the United Kingdom. It might have been so with 
people who went to the Panama Canal or Cuba or 
the United States of America, but today it is Eng- 
land. Tday whatever efforts were made by the 

Government to assist these pewpie to go CO fiuglana 
and work are paying dividends. It is not asking 
too much from this indication that Governmeizt ~00uLri 
certainly do more to assist people in going to E w -  
Land. 'I'he A d d e n d u  goes ocn to say : "it is anticl- 
pated that the three million-dollar mark will bz 
reached by the end of the current year." Those of us 
who know our Barbados and Barbadians, know that 
Eew Barbadians who leave this country and work 
for money will not send back some to help his family 
or set up a home in this country for his future. That 
is where we are getting the dividends on the money 
spent on any system of emigration. while it is true 
what the honourable member said about the rumours 
that the Government has been attempting to stay 
iu the way of persons going outside of the Gov 
eriimerlt scheme to Zngland, I am not saying whether 
it is true or not today. They will hear rumours and 
it is their duty to try and inake clear the position t o  
tlie public and say it is not true. I have had an 
occasion, and I said this before, of obstacles being put 
in the way of people who wanted to go, not directly 
by thc? Minister but by Government. The tendency 
by Government in lending money for girls ~vhol want 
to go to get jobs in England is to say that somebody 
outside must sign the bond, and I have often had to 
ask : "E1or God's sake, if the girl's father, although 
he may be a carpenter or mason and has land, pro- 
vided he has something, can sign, why set these 
obstades?" And I have absolute proof for this by 
saying you have got to bring somebody beslde your 
father. To me it is stupid; because if the father 
can offer security, who can be a better security than 
+he father? Quite recently, reading an ~ius t~al ia i i  
.lournal, 1 saw that Canadians and Englishmei: are 
leaving by the thousands and going to Australia; 
therefore, there is no d.if6culty for our boys and girls 
gcing there to find work. Englishmen are leaving 
England for Australia and New Zealand and are 
making room for our boys and girls: so there is no 
fear that it is going to come to an end. They are 
being assisted in Australia and New Zealand with 
llloney for the agriculture of land; and even Bar- 
badian pleople are becoming jealous and seeking 
ways to get to Australia and Kern Zealand. A lot of 
people are leaving for thew countries because they 

to go in for practical farming. There is qoing 
to be no difficulty: and we should take this opportuni- 
ty, especially where me see here that for the first 
seven months of the year the total payments 
nnlounted to $1,524,870. I think it was for tha last 
1x10 >-ears $80,000 as against $848,828 which means 
that this emigration is paying off great dividends. 
MTheii Barbadians send money back home to help their 
families you get everything circulating. I suggested 
crce before that what the honourable member said 
about there being so many obstacles is true. Although 
it might not be  by design, obstacles have been put m 
the way of these people, because (a) they have to. 
r*o through Government channels and (b) if Govern- 
ment decide to lend them a proportion of money 
snd the father has to sign, the\- must bring a stranger. 
That iq unnecessary. The father can sign as weil as 
anybody else, and to my way of thinking it is absolute 
uonsense. Let the fathers or the uncles sign, but for 
God's sake do not ask them to get somebody ontside 

The next point which has been raised and whr 
is going to be an election issue and not just a caht- 
of words, is the dividends which are paying off htre 
When you come to think that in less than three year* 
nearly $3/4 million come back which go to pay off 
passages, one wonders whether Government courd 
not have decided to approach the West Indian Nzlvj 
ration Company after consultation with the smaller 
Islands and see whether they could by some means, 
charter the boat and reduce the passages of the-,@ 
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people and bring it to around $200. That would be a 
sound proposition to put  up  because we still have 
another 20,000 people who could go and settle in 
England. Our economy can carry it, and the faru 
ilies will bendt ,  as this Resolution indicates todajr, 
by the remittances which come back through the Post 
(Vfice, the majority of which finds itself in the gen- 
cm1 circulation of the economy of the Island. 

9.35 p.m. 
1 have discovered that the majority of this money 

which is coining back: to the Island now is not f incl iug 
itself in the general circulation of the economy of 
this Island; this money is coming back for the sepaa 
ll~rnit of pasages. I am wondering what is the  
positiou of the Go~ernment in  this matter. These 
people will repay their passage money; there are 
not going to be any ddaulters. I would say this: 
even if there were to be any defaulters, look xt the 
dividends here tonight.! Motor car, hoixse, con-, every 
thing is sold so that these people can get out ta 
England and ~voi-k for a living. \\'hen the passages 
are liquidated to some extent. then this money wiil 
get into circnlation. Therefore, we ha~rc T ~ C I - ~  p e a t  
pleasure in supportina a Reqolntion of this natnre, 
especially when the Postmaster General says that 
these monev order remittances will soon reach the 
three million dollar mark with the stead? increase 
in these remittances each month. 

I am suggesting that you should b d  a 
way in  getting together with the smaller ~slauh\  
i11 conference, 8s a result of mhich yo11 c2111 obta111 
a reduction in  the cost of the passages of the60 
intended emigrants ; because if this money is going 
in the repayment of passages, the bulk of i t  is going 
:o the ltalian people. l consider that arran,?.ementb 
shonltl be ~nade  for a reduction in the cost of p= 
sages; if you think of the R>egional Economic Co~n- 
zuittee, and so on, you can think of the man power 
nljich we have to offer. At this stage, 1 do suggest to 
I lie Glowriln~ent that the- bhoald cunsitler ways 
and ~ricails of reducing the cost of l)aswgtJc to Ellg- 
1al1d ; 1 also s ~ i g g e ~ t  that they s11ouIcX pnt down sonle 
moll(>) so that, after your I'iltiel or Pomn~itlcr na? 
nlstlr investigations, and 1-on have tli\eorprctl tliat 
~ > ~ o p l c  can find aorlr and are ready to go ont. ?-on 
c.;irl make an advance to thcm. T sa!- that thrs is SI I~ . I I  
;I itro11g inrcstment, that there is ah~ollit(~1y nolhing 
7\-~.o~lg eve11 if so11 pay the cost of these pa\\apes a11r1 
>-on do not get it back. 

All the people who arc roing to Enrland, arc 
fiatlilig worlr: thereifore let 11s rednce tht\ cost of the 
n a s s a ~ r  hy havinp a Conference with the other 
iqlands in connection with this matter of transport. 
Thr Govrrnnient can sit by and become the fonrth 
partner. T r a n t  to say tha+ in this matter. thc int.nl- 
l-cr.: of the Oppoqition \\-ill 11a~'e tllr vttisl'action 
that we have made the Gorernmcnt 1.c1alikc that 
l;eoplc ~1+o11ld go to England even if t l~ev  il;id !o 
sell their lionses etc.. in ol.dcr to work for their fam- 
ilies. 

I f r  TTTDOR . 1\71.. SpcaI<c>l.. on tlic 2lst Dccmn- 
her last x7ear. the I-Ton. Minister who has ilztro- 
dnccd thi.: Resoliition. brought before ns a silnilal 
Resoh~tion: and T think he rccei~-ed the Tame rc.cm- 
tion which hc is non- rcccivinn: that is. a  hole- 
hcartcd cxvr~ssion of thc plea\nre of thr  TT-hole 
HOII.;~. as to thn fal-onrable resnlt of the Rmiara- 
tinn Schemr ~mrticularly ~ ~ i t 1 1  resnect to thr  TTnit~cl 
TCingclom. T rmnemb~r  at  the t i n l ~ .  that onr or two 
lion members said that while thev n-erc ylacl to 
hear that ncrn~ission 11-as bciur. sollwht fnr the 
Postmaster General to have at  his disnosal what 
then looked tike the ~ ~ e r v  larrc* sum of $800.000 
they felt that  within a short time thc. Gov~rnnient 

would have to come back here for  an incrsase and 
tonight the Hon. Minister of Communications has 
come back and is asking us to increase this amount 
to $1,500,000. Again, Mr. Speaker, the amount is 
going to be more than that, as  we have been told 
here in the Addendum to this Resolution that  i t  is 
anticipated that the three million dollar mark will 
be reached by the end of the current year. 

It is unnecessary to remind the Government 
as  to how fruitful has been the Opposition in this 
House in bringing to pass this favourable situation. 
Whoever is entitled to have any claims to thir  
favourable position, at least they on that  side have 
no claim to it. There must be, a spark of con- 
sciousness left with them, Your Honour, which will 
prevent them through modesty from claiming any 
great share or indeed any share a t  all in the) migra- 
tion projects which have become so fruitful. 

However, 1 am wondering if the, time has not 
ccme for the Alinister and his Colleagues to revise 
.l!e whole policy of g ran tkg  advances to the Post- 
master General aud find some way in which they 
can so subscribe to the public funds while at the 
same time they can give him the flexibility which 
he wishes without i t  becoming necessary for  them 
e rmy  few ~nonths to authorise the Accountant Gen- 
t I c11 to hi111 ;In inc~ease advance : because ~t 
i i  a facat that the niore people that go to England 
and the more fruitful en~ployiuent they find, the 
more remittances will come in. I do hope some- 
thing will be arrived a t  \$-hereby the Postmaster 
Ueneral n-ill be given authority on a wider basis 
so as  to save the trouble and time of coming t o  
the House every few months. 

My next point is this. Your Honour will have 
noticed that of these large sums which are  coming 
back to this Island in remittances that  the major 
part of them are already earmarked for their pay- 
ment of Government loans. That means, a s  the 
hon. member has dravrn to our notice, the repay- 
u~ont of tilt. pa\saagt money so that even if $2 million 
conLe\ b ; ~ l i  fronl (:reat Britain, a large part  of that 
i -  alread\- earn~arlrecl for the rena\-ment of loans. not 

A " 

only to Government, but to private p p l e .  welcome 
ilh lt ih. ws   alln not even say that the relatives  an^ 

( . t ~ p i ~ ~ ~ d ( ~ l l t \  of tli~bc people are benefiting to the full 
cbsi j)o\siblt. extent. I am woiidering if Government 
1-ca1iscs tllib, if it would not like to modify its policy 

s o  a\ to ibliablt> pcol)le to get out with greaLer ea,scb 
! I  i \  A di\il~aI thin: to ~nt~iitioil this, bnt I thinli i t  is 
i t t t  Tf 1 may give a n  instance, a person has 
10 p i ~ y  $.5 or $6 just to get a bond drawn up \o as 
to get money froill the Government. Even that, I 
think you call spare them. In  the summer months 
7rhc11 persons are leaving for the United Kfngdom, 
snrrly it iq not necessary to put them to the expense 
of pcttinp ~ ~ r i n t e ~  clothing when in these months 
the winter iq still a long way off. I understand 
that there is this ilecessary precantion against 
migrants arriving in winter without winter cloth- 
ill?. Si-trely in thr  summer months when they are 
going, i t  is not necessary to burden them with 
that cxpensc b~cauqe they ~vould arrive in England 
~\,itlii11 font* or five months of the winter season 
and that will be time enough for them to get a s  
11111 (a11 moury aac to acquire winter cIothin.~. -- - 

I am wondering if the process could not be 
~ o m n v h a t  speeded lip by the relaxation of the 
rule which exists that intending ~nigraiits mnst 
prove that they are first going into a job before 
they can qualify for a loan. While i t  is true that 
each migrant would prefer to have assurance of 
morl; before he leaves here, everybody knows that 
thnrc is relatively litt lr  difficultv in finding work 



up to u o ~ v  i n  England. Even with tile changcs 
taking place in  Brit jsh industry through the intro- 
duction of automatiolz and  the changing techniques 
in factories, yet the  unemployment which exists 
in England is not unemployment due to  the  fact  
tha t  work cannot be found but  due  to  technological 
changes. It is also t rue  tha t  if large numbers of 
our  people crowd themselves for psychological rea- 
sons near  each other, there is bound to be in  those 
places where they crowd themselves the resulting 
bousing shortage; b u t  if they spwlad themselyes 
over the  whole country. the ho.t~\i~lg ~ k l o r t i ~ ~ c  ll~kccl 
not occur. I am principally interested in getting 
things speeded u p  so that  more pcoplr \vould get 
the opportunity of going to Englantl If you keep 
in touch with these matters, you ~vill  be interc~steil 
to know tha t  fronl the  latest statistics it appears 
tha t  bet~veen 60,000 and  100,000 peoplcl in England 
leave Great Britain every year as emigrants to  the 
Dominions. The figure is really 'i.5,000. W e  sel- 
dom get more than  15,000 Tl'est Intliaus from thtl 
whole Caribbean area  going therc so t h a t  ?on ~ v i l l  
see tha t  man for  man, population for population. 
that  at  no stage we ( I  mean JITest Indians) a re  
overcrowding Great Britain. I think tha t  if this 
Government realises, as I hope it will. that  I ~ U I ~ I .  

Englishmen a re  leaving England than W ~ s t  Tnilianq 
a re  going therei it should take every opportunity 
to sec tha t  niore of our people will go. 

While T am on this point, P o u r  Honour will 
be interested to kno~i- or to recall that  sonletiiue as f J  
( I  think i t  was last year) our Govcrlnnr>~it dicl 
make arrangements for a pilot sehenle of doulestic 
servants or girls to be trained i n  domestic science 
to go to tlic Vnitec Kiug?.dom luldcr the ali\pices of 
the Sational Institute of Hotel TITorkers. L do not 
recall  hether her we h a w  been told anythiu. abont 
then1 or how well they haye clorle, but the Institute 
with which I haye been ill correqpondence \\-rote to 
say that, as a resalt of tha t  experiment ancl X quot?: 
" T17e are  ill corresp~ndence with ~ I I C  Barbadian 
Gorernnlent over the future  of the Scheine in thp 
light of the experiment and TV[> are too hoping that 
we would be able to  continue oitr co-olw~.ation on 
perhaps a slightly different basis." Ru1.cl:- the GOT- 
erninclnt and the Hon. JSinistcr of Labonr la ill sn? 
whether they propose to send morc of ol1r ~ i r l i  and 
what that slightly different basii i \  bccnl~se thp 
getting of our  women and r i r ls  thcrc i< ;I iin- 
portant thing. 

It is for these reasons that T all1 clad of t h i ~  
Re5olution. The remittanre, indicate tllitt t l l~rc> i y  
a n  increasing number of our people in  the United 
Kingdom. They indicate tha t  there should be no 
talk about the anti-honesty of our Barbadian folk. 
When it is borne i n  mind that  the>- arc ien(1inr. 
back between $lvz O r  $2 million, i t  sl10~1-5 that the)- 
havr pu t  more money into circulation i n  the few 
tnonths that they have been there than has becw 
done in all these pcJars. Therefore they liar,- 
strenqthened to some slight extent the economy of 
the Island, in a way i n  which the Go~ernment  ha.; 
not done. I hope tha t  the  time will come ~vhen  
we will hear that  between $5 million and $6 million 
iq  hat the Postmaster General is  using to  clear 
postal orderq. I t  is c ~ ~ ~ n  Illore ~vc;comeil when 
bear that  t h ~ t  large amount is going into the 
pocliets, not of the shipping people and of thc 
Accountant General, bu t  in  the pockets of the fami- 
Iies and  friends and  members of those people. That 
mill be a welcome day. 
10.05 p.m. 

Mr. RR,ANCI<ER : There has never keen an 
orca%ion n hen a Resolution of this kind comes before 
th i s  ChanlSer tha t  1 have not stressed the necessity- 

d ~ l d  1 (10 ~t agaiu uow-Jor Government favourably 
a ~ l d  sympathetically to  consider granting of the f u l l  
anluunt which is needed, instead of the  amount which 
is computed a t  three-quarters or two-thirds of the 
mlnilnuln amount required for persous who are  a b o u ~  
iu go to t h ~  United Kingdom i n  search of work. 
~ v e n  i t  i l l  all edrly ',tage Uoverlllnellt ielt  ~t {vould 
be uii\llscX or u~ibusiuesslike or ecolloniically pcrllous 
to do so, nov;, Jir. Speaker, they should be convinczcl 
that  there is no justification for  causing those people 
11 hu n a ~ t  to go from here to the I,'nited ICingctolll to 
have to pawn or pledge or borrow or encumber mlicit 
hnlall property they haye in  order to raise the ruiui- 
I I L L ~ ~ I ~  dnloLmL. 'L"lie~- 111~5t hay2 to cludify for  a Go\ - 
ernnle~it  loan and which is the minimum esrential for 
then1 t o  migrate uuder reasonable conditious. When 
J 011 h;(, r. as 1\ ou tlc  low in  this Addendum before U,, 
that tli15 amount is required in  order to provide for 
the p!,' 11.~.*li :)J the L'usc U E c c  uf these \cry consider 
able anlounts which are  coming back a s  a result rf 
the clnipration to the United Kingdom, surely, Gov- 
( . I* I I  111 cAut can si'e I hey will he ta~lcing oil unreasonable 
risk. (but  a risk ~vhich 1,loyds would take) in lending 
I h(. fnll a l i~oan t :  as it is almost a certainty that  th ty  
will get i t  back. It may be said, Sir,  tha t  the people 
a re  going, notwithstanding the fact that  they have 
to raise some of their own, b u t  if Gorernment w 
sym~~athet ic ,  i t  is our duty to help these people so 
that they would not have to go to the extre11~ta - 
to raise the amount to meet the nlinilnuni s u x ~  
~~-1lich is required. Therefore, I suggest t h t ~  
tiiile ha5 conle for (4o~-(~rnmeilt to reconkider; ancl 
in  every case where i t  is obvious that the person 
cai111ot find the full  amount, to leud them all .,U 

that they do not have to sell their last rags o r  the11 
shedroof in  order to raise the amount to coinplete the 
~ u n ~  which is necessar3- for  them to  go  t o  the  TJnited 
ICinpdom in search of work. As t o  the bond, Sir, 
that is really a n  interesting point to which the hon. 
senior member fo r  the City has referred. The belief 
is that that amount goes to pay the Queen's Solicitor's 
f(.e for preparing the bond. If that  is so, the job 
to-day is certainly a lucrative one; b u t  that is  only 
it11 ~ ~ r o r ~ n l t w t  for i~iaking the, post of (J~~c>c.n's S'joli~~ito~. 
a whole-time post like the Solicitor General's. As L 
w i t !  w h w  T raised the matter in  this Chamber sollie 
t ~ m o  aco. there is no excuse any  longer fo r  the Queen's 
Solivitor not to be a whole-time post. and it does not 
loo]< well in  Court seeing the Qneen's Solicitor zp- 
p ~ a r i n ?  on one side and the Solicitor General on the 
other side of the case as  we saw not very long ago,- 
hilt that is a slight digression for which I am grateful 
to  Your Honour. The hon. senior member for 
Bridgetown who is a keen businessman-in Bridge 
town. let alone i n  this Chamber-has given food for 
thought. The West Indian Governments bought th, 
L ( Wingsang"-the "TTTest Indian" a? it is now called. 
One presumes the West Tndim Governments might 
yet together persons of like mindq and who har t  
ncople to go to E n ~ l a n d .  and  eithrr this boat shoula 
bc used. or a liner shonld be chartered to  take peopl. 
from this island to  the T'nitecl Kincdom. That mtist 
worl, out cheaper to them; and the very least the 
Gnrrrnmcnt shonld do if the idea has lsev~v occwrrr,d 
to the111 nntil the sl~ggestion was luadl. in  this Cllanl- 
her F r  the han. senior member for Bridgetown, is to  
c i w  it iome consideratioll and c.olit:~,ct c.n . ta i l~  fivir< 
who are agents for  liners and find out  what i t  ~vnnld 
cost to  charter a liner for that  purpose, if it is fzlt 
that the ''West Indian" i s  too small and uncom- 
fortable to make it profitablt. and  u ~ r f u l  to send boat 
loads of emigrants by that  boat to  the TJnited I i inq 
dom. They should also bear i n  mind tha t  if the liko- 
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ly date of departure from the United Kingdom is 
widely known, likewise people from England finding 
difficulty in getting a boat and held up there indefin 
itely for steamship accommodation, would know that 
the "West Indian" is doing a return trip to the 
British UTest Indies for their return journey to some 
of the other West Indian Islands. I think, Sir, that 
despite the fact that the suggestion which is obvious 
has come for the hon. senior member for the City, 
i t  should make no difference to 'Government and 
should receive careful consideration. They should, 
after consultation with the proper authorities and 
the agents for the Company which operates the 
" ITest Indian", see whethex it would not be found 
feasible, as in the case of companies which operate 
steamships which come to Barbados, to charter a boat 
every month or every other month in order to send 
off these emigrants as reasonakly as possible, bemuse 
I think they are going at a certain rate now; and with 
what it costs, we want them to spend au, little a, 
possible so that they would be able in quick time to 
return to this island money to Fe repaid not only tl 
the Treast~ry, but to the people of this islaqnd which 
must necesmrily circnlate. So I hope we will hear 
from Government that this idea coming from a b u ~ l -  
nes? man and sonnding so feasible will receiue the 
conqideration which it deserres. 

The question that the Resolution for the sum of 
$1,500,000 do nout pans was ptrt and resolved in the 
afirgn afire ~r-i.thozrf division. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the hon. junior member for St 
Peter to move the second reading of a Bill to ameud 
the Trade Union Act, 1939. 

TRADE UNION BILL C'TD. 

Mr. F'. L. WltlLCOTT : Mr. Speaker, this amend 
ment here stands in my name. It is an amendmert 
to the Trade Union (Amendment) Act, 1949, and t, 
t l i t , ~ ~  who are not familiar with it, it is quite s h p l p  
L1 deals specifically with the question of peaceRi1 
piclieting, and here in Barbados it took the Barba 
tlir.11~ a long time to understand what peaceful picket 
in.. \vac; and it was eventually passed in 1950. Tn 
order to familiarise members with it, the present 
sec.tion reads as follow? :- 

"it shall be lawful for one or more persorls ap 
pointed by the trade union, the firm or the individual 
elnployer directly concerned in co~itemplation or 
furtherance of a trade dispute, to attend at or near p 

house or place where a person works or carries or 
hnsines., or happens to be other than where he resides, 
if they so attend merely for the purpose of peacefully 
obtaining or communicating information. or of peacc 
fullv persuading any persoxi to work or abstain from 
~vorL<nz. ' ' 
10.15 p.m. 

Xr. Speaker, the words specifically have bee11 
put in this Act, "other than where he resides." The 
amendment which is lproposed by me is to delete 
these words in order that it becomes permissible for 
peaceful picketing to take place at his work place 
or the place where he works. The English Act reads 
a8 follows :- 

"It shall be lawful for one or more persons 
acting on their own behalf or on behalf of a trade 
union or of an individual employer or firm in con- 
templation or furtherance of a trade dispute, to 
attend at or near a h u s e  or place where a person 

resides or m r k s  or carries on business or happens 
t o  be, if they so attend merely for the purpose of 
peacefully obtaining or communicating information 
or of peacefully persuading any person to work or 
abstain from working. " 

It should be drawn to the attention of hon. 
members that even in the United Kingdom, t h i ~  
question of peaceful picketing goes a little further 
than our Act, because it says: "It shall be lawful 
for one or more persons acting on their own behalf 
or on behalf of a trade union.. . . " whereas here 
in Basbados, the Act says that the thing must be 
done by a trade union. To those hon. members who 
are not aware of the full significance of the Trade 
Union Act, I will say that the purpose of the Act 
was to be a restraint on Trade. There is no question 
about it that if a trade union has to do something 
which is a restraint on trade, then that is something 
which the Lawt prescribes. I n  Barbados, we should 
have the same privilege as obtains in the United 
Kingdom. You cannot argue thqt the Law can be 
changed in the United Kingdom, but not in Barba- 
dos because we have not yet evolved to that stage; 
to argue that, would be to argue that we should not 
have any peaceful picketing a t  all. 

In  a trade dispute, the employer is always at 
an advantage in that he is able to send his motor 
car or any of his servants to the home of the em- 
l~loyee who is on strike and bring him out to work. 
A trade union cannot by apy means peacefully 
picket that man's home as a means of telling that 
man that he should not come out to work. To reiect 
or block the passing of this Act in Barbados is to say 
the fundatmental tra,de union rights should not exist 
here as they exist in the United Kingdom, and that 
the average worker in Barbados i;. not entitled to 
the same right a's trade unionists in the United King- 
dom. 

This amendment give the trqde union the right 
to persuade a workman at his home. The idea of 
peaceful picketing does not mean anything other 
than what the Law prescribes; all it means, is thqt 
a strike has taken place and that although you are 
an employee, you should not now be working. The 
practioal point of view is this: the trade union d&s 
not (picket a man's home because that is not the 
operating place, but that right is in the United 
Kingdom Act although it may not be used. They 
had to put i t  in the Act, because things might 
become so hard that a map's home would be the 
important place a t  which to picket. Although they 
may not have any industrial dimute, the right is 
still there. 

I might go further and say that there is no 
intention of any revolution, in this ma,tter. Some 
employers have been given the idea that there is a 
certain anti-trade union attitude prevailing among 
members of the Government, but the Government 
must be aware that in Jamaica, there is the revolu- 
tionary idea that apart from peaceful picketing, they 
bill pass legislation to make the trade union recog- 
nised where the majority fail to do so. I n  Barbados, 
you do not get the pro-trade union attitude, because 
you have those who are closely connected with the 
Government writing anti-trade union articles. For 
that reason, the idea in Barbados has been to make 
the employers believe that the trade union must be 
a child of the Government, and not an independent 
organisation. 

This amendment stands on its own feet in com- 
pliance with the English Trade Union Act; and if 
there is any rejection to this Act, there should be a 
rejection of many of the Acts which we pass, based 
on Acts of England. Any attempt which is made to 



356 HOUSE _- __  __. .. 

reject this Bill is to say thqt the trade union ill 

Barbados is not entitled to the same rights as obtaiu 
in the United Kingdom. I have much pleasure, Mr. 
Spea,ker, in moving that  this Bill be now read a 

.second time. 

10.25 p.m. 
Mr. TUI)Olb: 1 beg to second that. 

Mr. E. D. MCP'FTLXY: Before the question i -  
put, Mr. Speaker, 1 suppose l should aay soiut~tlijt~g. 
1IIy first point is as regards the statement made by 
the hon. member that the teilcleilcy of Uarbacios wi:b 

to be anti-Trade Union and because he as General 
Secretary of the Barbiaos Workers Trade Union has 

.said that, it can principally be-*ken that he wean? 
i t  j11 respect of tlie en~ploying clws. That is not : 
correct statement nor can it be considered a true 

.statenient. I have heard from no less a person than 
the ex-General Secretarv of the Barbados W0rlie:s 

The h011 Introducer of the Bill knows how I feel 
about thu u t t e r  01 peaceful picketmg, but I am not 
supporting the weuclment whch says that  you shoula 
go to auybodyls house to peacefully picket, because 
you c a n  intimidate the man's family and childrea 
there. l am not going to vote for this amendmeul 
and, as a matter oi fact, I am going to oppose it and 
still eet back into this House. I f  you want to picket " 
any body 'S tt6ii111ess or  mine, I say; " yes l ' but wrll 
not support the picketing of the hope of somebouj 
J,ct us say that the hou. juuior member for St. Joseph 
who is Ilirector of the Self Help Enterprises is en 
gaged in a trade dispute with its employees. He leaves 
~'~vcedside 1:oad where all the employees are picketiug 
end gocs ho~rle to Sugar Hill where there is his wife 
and children. There up in St. Joseph he sees some 
of his eluployees with placards picketing his home 
Do you not see that you are courting trouble? I aul 
sure the. )loll. j l~nioi  111c111l)er for St. .Jo.scpll will agree 

. . 
Trade Union, Mr. ~ u ~ h - ~ ~ r i n g e r ,  the statement tnat 
hc had found in his travelling from Jamaica and all 
througll the west ~ ~ d i ~ ~  ~ ~ l ~ ~ d ~  that the telldellc.s 
was that the employing class in  Barbado., was more 
cooperative and more to T,70rliersl Triidp 
unions in any ether nest eolonl Ther, 
fore I am bou,ld to protest against those relnarKs 
That is not correct because the employing class in 
Barbados. ge~~eralIv speakin?, very qnickly recog 
nised ancl climatiwd themselves to haring Trade 
(,nions and ,vith tlIem. They recOmi5e tha, 
it is much easier to deaJ with one body of men than 
to deal with a body of individ,lals. U the idea of tllr 
Introducer of the Rill whr~i  hp iuarle that rrfcrenr*e 
was in re\pwt of the employing class, thell I say that 
he is not correct. 

AS regards the hecoild reading of this Bill, I 
allt to say that I have listened to the hon. introducer 

vcr;v carefitll?- ancl I ninst confess that T have iir high 
regard and appreciation for the hon. menlher's ability 
in dealing with Trade Thlions, for indeed in a very 
short, time he has accinainted hiltlself with all matter., 
relatil-e to Trade TJnion\, and that not o111y in 
bados. IIe made it clear that these amendments 
~vcmld g i ~ c  the rl'radv ITnion thr  right to peaceful 
picketing at or near the resid(>nc~ck of a l)cryo~l tl~~.c'c.tl> 
conccrncd iu a Trade dispute. When this Bill came 
hefore the IIoube on the very first occasion T said 
then that T agreed with peaceful picketing. I t  was 
su~ncthing ml~irli ITnionists qhould haw the riglit to 
(10. The!- should be able to peacefully picliet their 
c~ntl)lo:-c.r\' place of hnsil~ess and to say what they 
strrlcali for ;  bllt 1 nerer agreed that the right shou~d 
1 ) ~  pi\en to ~ ~ o r k c ~ r s  in Barbados to picket H, man's 
I~omc iln(1 I an1 coinz to vote against it. I never 
a g r ( ~ ' ~ 1  to vote for any SII(.II thing that containcc9 
peac~efiil picketing of the home of an owner of a busi- 
ilcss after he lcarc.\ his place of bnsinrss for I~onrc,. I 
do ]lot a,nrcle tllat a trade unionist should wenil him 
self to the man's home. s x r e d  as it is to the man, i~nd 
where his ~vife and family are living. O t h e ~  h w ~ .  
men~bers m+- to say SO but do not have the 
collrarre. T am Saying that if provision i5 made for 
that, i t  might hc tlallperons to either of them. 1 cdrl 
well imagine ~ r l ~ a t  will happen, taking into consider- 
ation conilitions as they are Tocally. Mr. Speaker, 1 
pan neTrr be anti-trade union; 1 cOTnf3 from too far 
(~OWTI thtx lilddvr. Tlet ns snrmisr that 3lr. X. a1 
employer. leaves his place of business folr home and 
there is a trade dispute g.oing on. A trade unionisi 
with a placard. which he has the right t o  carry, then 
walks np to the man'? home and pickets. A big roq 

place and m a result somebody gets hurt. 

"lth me. 
The hon. jurlior member for St. Peter is a very 

( ~ n ~ i ~ ~ e ~ l t  ilnd distinguishecl trade unionist and he has 
done a vel'Y good job as Secretary Of the 
Y'arb;~(ios XTorkers' Trade Union. If his amendment 
i \  put ill because froin his ~rperience he finds t% 
~vhcn trade unionirtr at a !$m strike he wants the 
lcpal 1.ir11t that ~~~iionist!:  should he able t o  go to th- 
homc of a brother trade nnionist so as  to discuss wif1: 
i l ~ e  111:111 soinethiiig about the strike or  to bolster him 
up that ih alright; but I do not agree if it is the l a t  
in England that :t should be law of Barbados be 
eausfb 1 kilonr mp Barbados. I am not voting for i:, 
Faere I linow T c;ti~ilot be taken to be any Capttalisl 
b ~ -  that  As a matter of my stock 
and-trade is in here. 

1 am throwing this ant as a warning. m e n  y01: 
,,ic.lrrt manis home you are going to intimidate thab 
man,s familJr. you may put this on the Statute ~~~k 

, 1 ,,t i t  c.onl(l not be 1t is far different in Elle 
land, co1lrse you a dress factoT, store 
inotor car factory fan  owner, but )-ou Jyill find t11,~t 
the ,,,,,,, lives at hotel yen do not know \vhiph 
room he occupies: or ;voll will find that the owner 
lircc 500 miles away from his place of business, so 

are not goinK there *iclret. a 
facat. Director of a ~~~~i~~~~ in ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ d  
liviIlF in F ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  ~ , ~ f  ns be practicd. I am 
,,-,)il,, to +,?lie the of any particlllar indi~.idnaT 
l , , ,+ let hav tllat the1,, is a qtrilrp On in Rridgptoll-ll 
E\-crS,,oa.r- knows m,hrre ovner lives. ~h~ owner 
lcilres hi, ,,l8 of l;llsineqs to to hiq home and yo!l 
,,,, t ~ l P r e  to niclcet yen intimidate his wife and 
,.1,;~,~,.,,,, ,,,a ,h,,, ,.,,, do Toll are courtinrr l& 

t , . o l l ~ ~ r  T ,\,ill ~l,D,,ort +hp of the 
a,,,p 

0. nFi ,, m, 
l .  0 1 1 1 1 .  iAil ic '  tlie 1io11. -c'llior ~ u t b ~ ~ ~ i ) . , ~  

for the City, 1 an1 of the salue opinion. you cannot 
that the emplovilliS {.lass in  r,al.l,atlos is opposcti 

t,' the union, bt",us; T hare llrarcl that the 
nperatioll the Barbados J~vorlter.s TJnion is ml1c.h 
hioher in Barbados than in ally otllr~r West Tndiil!l a 
jslcnd; so we start off witll that. \TTe llavr. pe,qsrd 
r]~ra(l(, ~ r l l i o l l  la\,-h alld ,,-(, llHrr passed pritcc>fuj 

and that applies to buildings whicll we 
nccept; but I ~ a m o t  accept the tpriIlciple of taking 
picketil!g to a manys home whether he is a labollrcr 
or an  employer. Indeed, you have tal:ell this to 
man's home where there are minors or children. The. 
1)rrson Inay have childre11 coming ill from school 
alrd pi1 are asking for trouble. I do not know what 
hr ppens in  England, and similarly what the law is 
in  Jamaica I do not know; but I think there is some 



difference between the Jamaican law and the one m 
E !gland. I. speak under correction, but I think that 
is so, and I can foresee a lot of trouble. Today 
there may be no difficulty and, conditions may be 
calm and we may be tempted to pws i t ;  but when 
we have a strike and we go to a person's home where 
there are minors and people who are not accustomed 
to this sort of thing, you are going away from 
peaceful picketing probably to intimidation. I can- 
not agree *and only on these grounds I will vote 
a,gainst it. I am not afraid of picketing, but it must 
be done where a business is established; I think it 
is wrong to take it to a man's home whether it is 
111 England or in any other countries of the world 
They must have special reasons for it, I must vote 
against it. 

Hon. Q. H. m & I S :  Unlike the last two 
speakers, 1 am not discussing the principles of thjs 
Bill. I am to vote agaht  it for the reasons 
I have already given. Whether the hon. member uses 
this against me, it is absolutely immaterial to me; 
but 1 have assured the hon. member for St. Peter 
here in this House that the labour code which the 
I.L.O. went to such pains to produce for Barbado.; 
h% arrived in this Island and the Union ought to 
halve had copies this week. The Government is asking 
the Union, the Chamber of Commerce and other 
employers for comments, and I absolutely and cola- 
pletely object, where you have to go in for wholesale 
amendments, to be having piecemeal amendments. I 
have given the member my assurar,ce and 1 repeat 
it is immaterial to me whether he can accept my 
word or not. Government is still prepared to discuss 
both with the Unim and employers such comments 
as they may have to make in the whole code of 
labour legislation. Tomorrow, we are discussing 
with the Union a matter concerning Sugar licences 
and the Provident Fund - one aspect of La5our; 
and I again say that Government is not going to 
agree to piecemeal legisla,tion. I said that 1 am going 
to vote against the second reading and I am not 
prepared to discuss the merits of the Bill as far as 
peaceful picketing is concerned, but on the grounds 
I gave weeks ago and I repeated two days or so 
,:go, I shall vote against the second reading. 

Mr. F. L. WBLCOTT: Mr. Speaker, it is also 
immaterial to me what the Premier says with respect 
to what I say about him, because it is immaterial 
to me what he says about me, and there is no love 
lost. Whatever he said he need not repeat amin, 
because it is immaterial to me what he thinks about 
what I do. So far as the Bill is concerned, I can 
appreciate his stand. His stand is one of delay in 
anything brought forward by me; and he is similar 
to the boy who had failed, and when asked why he 
had failed he replied that when he was going to 
pass they stopped work- you will remember I left 
this Island about seven weeks ago and the Trade 
Union was to have received the rabour code. Far  
from receiving it we have heard everything about 
the Trade Union Secretary not being a fit person 
to be the Secretary of the Union as quoted by the 
premier. ~h~~ has nothing to do with this or 
about asking employers to agree to the principles of 
i t ;  but may be the Premier has seen fit to hold ollt 
on this because it is his point of Government 
never said they intended to amend the Trade Union 
Act, with respect to peaceful picketing; therefore 
the labour code could not have this. Are you going 
to submit to the employers whom you are approach- 
ing that you are no lon4ger dealing with it because 
1 have something to do with it? He is telling mem- 
bers of the merib or demerits of it and that he is 
-going to vote against it, and doing everything pos- 

sitle to prevent this from being passed. I t  is u o ~  
anything you are doing to me; it is the workers who 
are backing me. This is not a matter on which he 
should be naive, and the workers know what it was 
for twelve weeks despite what the Premier said, but 
he would get the answer in due course from the 
bulk of people in this conntry if he by his subtlety 
does anything to prevent this from passing. For 
twelve weeks we found that no worker could g@ 
to the home of an employee and persuade him nor 
to go to work, but that an employer could send his 
vans and emissaries to the workers' homes and 
bring them out. The purpose of the Act is not to 
be naive; the Act is to preserve all s w e s  
right not only to picket a t  work but a t  a person's 
residence. The Trade Union Act gives the right to 
peaceful ~pickethg, and to satisfy the mind of the 
Leader of the Opposition, I would not expect the 
hen. senior member for the City or the hon. junior 
member for Christ church to agree to peaceful 
picketing that goes as far  as this. I would say that 

~ rofesdng  ~onservative must of necessity votv 
Wainst 'Peaceful picketing. The whole idea in the 
past was that conservatives voted against Trade 
Union a~endments  because they felt it should not 
be a restraint on trade. They have fought for years 
the Taff Vale c m ,  and after they had struck on that 
and caused damages, they decided that the Union 
should Pay damages. Legislation put it down for 
the furtherance of trade dispute that if the employ 
ers lose something there is no restraint and no 
Payment of damages. The hon. junior member for 
Christ Church has had that experience a t  his store 
when the bakers went out on strike and he had a 
lot of flour to be given to the pigs, and the pigs were 
better off on that occasion. That is the Trade Union 
Act the world fought for, in the United Kingdom, 
the United States and in Europe. 
10.45 p.m. 

I n  order to settle the minds of hon. mem3ers 
as to how far peaceful picketing is to be directed, 
L shall just read this passage from the Trade Union, 
Law in Endand. This is what is stated:- 

" Similarily, if the manner of picketing ceases 
to be peaceful or becomes an obstruction or a nuis 
awe, or endangers the public peace, the picketing 
will cease to be lawful. Thus, if a picket commits a 
private nuisance, as as by violently and continuall~ 
hanging on the door, shouting obstructing ingress 01 

egress, or otherwise serio~~sly interfering with the 
enjoyment of the house, or if he a public 
nuisance such as behaving in a manner calculated tc 
,.,use a breach of the peace, or unreasonably 0% 

str~icting the highway, his common law right to pick 
et and his right to 'attend9 the section will 
cease and neither will protect him from civil or trim 
inal liability for any of these acts, or for any 
Clyatching or beseeiing, 'with a view to compel, 

he also have committed.,, 
I h a ~ e  read that passage, so that hon. memberq' 

."kds lnaY be put at rest. Peaceful picketing 
not interfere with the residents in txe home; it i c  
nothing to do with the persons live there. yo6 
cannot do anything with the at d; you 
cannot commit an  m t  which would be an unlawfu 
act; YOU can only do something which the act permit* 
You to do if You have the right to picket a lnan'c 
home or workplace. If YOU are picketing at a factor? 
you cannot go inside the gate and say that You arc 
picketing inside the premises. 1 do not intend Q 
lay down any legal dogma in so far  M trespassing h 
concerned, but I will be a t  pains to point out that 
hon. members need not take p ~ e f ~ l  ~ i c k e t i ~  to 
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when you about the provident fund, what prov 
ident fund can you put  into a Labour Code? What 
has that got to do with the Trade Union (Amend 
meat) Bill? If the Governpent had brought down 
this Bill, after the Holidays with Pay  Bill, and the  
Hon. Premier had sat down with me and seen what 
peaceful picketing means, he would have brough' 
it in this House and got i t  done ; he would have bee0 
able to see what peaceful picketing means in the 
matter of a trade union. but he says that I have 
messed up the Advocate strike, and we cannot pass 
anything which this chap has brought in. 

What the Hon. Minister knows about this Act, 
is as much as I know why that  aeroplane went down 
in  the Mediterranean. [Ln~cghter]  . But there are 
wonderful articles written in the Beacon. However 
the hon. member's days are n u d e r e d ,  certainIy 
politically. I n  so f a r  as this amendment is conceru- 
ed. I have no compunction as t o  what the worker, 
feel about it. There was the Annual Confercncp, 
which the Hon. Premier haa addressed, and t b  

mean that a trade union is allowed to go at tkra 
employer's home and that  anything would k e saicl 
to the employer a t  all. Those who are picketing dc 
not say anything to the employer. 

When it comes to the question of the workers 
home7 You will persuade the worker, but anything 
which is said and done to the employers would not be 
m accordance with the Act. There have been many 
cases which have occurred throughout the world 
where there have been breaches of the Act. I should 
like to say this, that if the Government vote against 
this Bin, let them vote against i t ;  but to say that 
YOU are voting against it because it is not in 
Labour Code, and to say that You ~ h o u l d  ask the 
employer's approbation as to whether there shoul] 
be peaceful picketing or not, that suits the Hen 
'2remier aiid people like that; that is the type of 
trade union which he would run. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : I object t o  being mis- 
quoted. I said not only the trade union's views but 
also the views of the employers would be placzJ 
against the Labour Code. There is the question of 
superannuation payment, provident fund, and so 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Why should that 
mentioned in  this connectioil? [ASIL)ER] Why 
don't you keep quiet? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. ineillber lilubt sit 
when I am on my feet; he has refused to obey tsbt 
Chair. I wonder if the hon. member realised i i +  
what a position he has put  himself. I have repeated 
ly cautiolled the hon. mem6er not to lose his temper 
and  to contain himself; he is now addressing some 
hon. member on the Government bench, and it 
taking no notice whatever of the Chair. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am very sorry if 1 
have offended Your Honour, but the Hon. Minister 
of Labour knows nothing about the things of whic3 
1 am speaking, and he is making sotto V O C ~  remalks 
which Your Honour cannot, hear- m y  not come 

in the Election campaign an6 say what you want 
to say ? 

Mr. SPEAHER: The hon. menber must; nod 
uay that he is sorry and still offend. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I n  so f a r  as tEe illo@ 
eal statement which has been made by the Hon. 
Premier is concerned, I a k .  what is the use of talking 
about postponing this Bill until you have the Labctir 
Code? That is only a means of delaying the consia 
eration of this Bill. What do you mean? Do you 
mean that whenever there is anything to be passed 
you have to wait for the Labour Code? Mr. Matthews 
was waitiw on the Labour Code all this time, and 

INFANT MORTALITY 

m e  Conference has approved of this Bill. 
10.55 p.m. 

I am saying that the workers have conlfidence in 
;ne so f a r  as this propostion is concerned, therefore, 

did not leave it to the mvernment to m*e a 
&ion. I leave i t  to the workers who have a greater 
voice than fie few members of the merriment 
ppossess. 

Now, as regards this amendment, I will my, and 
the will say so too, that when the 
merit votes against it, they are not voting against it 
because the conservative members in this House said 
that they are not going to vote for it. And their 
reason for dolng so is because they are not mentally 
d i v o ~ e d  from the sacred idea that a manPS home is 
something to glory. They do not realise that a man's 
llome is not greater than your bread and butter. 

This amendment of peacefully picketing a man's 
home would not have been in Trade Union legislation 
were i t  not that the workers f ~ u g h t  hard for it. It 
x a s  put in the Trade Union Act precisely for 
the benefit of giving workers the opportunity to bp 
able to persuade their comrades, if their comrades 
wanted to work when a trade dispute was gqing OI! 

and there was a strike; OT i n  case their comrade 
lived far from the factory and did not know what 
was taking place, they would be able to go to  him. and 
tell him: "Well boy, the other ~ellows are on strike: 
do not go to work." 

I will not say anything more on what the Hon. 
Premier said that the whole idea of his speaking on 
Lebalf of the Government is because of the labour 
code. The reason for many of them not supporting 

I this amendment may be s m e  of the other reasons 
You have heard. However, Sir, I feel I have dis 
ellarged my duty and have done so in  mcordance 
with the wishes of the workers whom 1 have the 

represent. 
T h e  question that Ihe Bill be now read a second 

time was resolved irb the negative, the  House dividing 
as follows:- 

A y e s :  Mr. F. L. TVALCOTT, Mr. BRANCKER; M i .  
TUDOR and Mr CRAWFORD-4. 

Y o e + ~ :  Mr. SMITH, Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Hon. Dr. 
H. G.  H. CU~~MINS,  Hon. C. E. TALMA, Hon. 8. G. 
MAPP, Mr. HOLDER, Mr. GODDARD, and Mr. E. D. 
M o T T ~ - 8 -  

During the taking of the. vote by  XT. Cleric, 
Hr.  F. L. WALC01'T pointed out to  Mr. SPEAKER 
that the ho?zourable junior member for S t .  Jfich,u.el, 

BETAN) was r o t  entitled to  vote )ecawse he 
tuaS not present w h e l ~  the question was put. 

Mr. TUDOR.: Mr. Speaker, I am asking leave to 
deal with Order No. 7 which stands in my name 
and which is an  Address to His Excellency the &v- 
ernor. I t  reads as follows :- 

Tlze House of Assem,b Zy 

To 
H i s  Excellency T h e  Governor 

The House has learned with pain-" 
Mr. SPEAKER : Is that the next Order? 
Mr. BRANCICER: Mr. Speaker, because of the 

lateness of the hour I will ask leave to defer all the 
items under my name which immediately precede 
that of the honourable junior member for St. Lucy. 

Mr. TUDOK.: I take i t  that the other hon. 
m b e r s  will do likewise. 
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The Address reads as  follows :- 

"THE HOUSE OP 3SSEMBLY 
2'0 

HIS EXCELLENCY T H E  GOVERNOR 

The House has learnt with pain and dismay of 
the high death rate froni starvation of children in 
the island. 

2. The IIouse is of the opinion that a free dis- 
tribution of milk to the parents and guardians of al! 
children under five years, would tend to anieliorate 
this condition. 

3. Accordingly, the IIouse requests Your Ex- 
cellency to take all the steps necessary to make sue3 
a benefit available to the parents and guardians of 
young children. " 

Mr. Speaker, I did say Order KO. 7 but the onz 
I meant is Order So .  8. 

Quite briefly, Mr. Speaker, I wish t o  say with 
respect to this Address that the pleople in this island 
bave long suspected from their own experience that. 
all was not well with the great infant mortality in 
this island; but I must confess that it was a shock 
10 a large ntunber of people to hear.., in a broadcast 
given by the Medical Superintendent of the General 
Hospital, of the appalling death rate of childrexi 
front starvation. Your Honour will recall that Dr. 
Humby made it quite clear that of 267 deaths in the 
General Iiospital of children under 5 years, fully 
186 were deaths froni starvation. 

Now I do not think I disclosed any seeret whet: 
I told you, Mr. Speaker, that i t  was my good fortilile 
with one or two other hon. members to have further 
elueidation on this, and we'w&e told-which was not 
news to us-that the distribution of milk to children 
under five years would meet the case. 

Now Mr. Speaker, the Address 1s so worded 
that it does not i n  any way bind the Government U, 

t o  a particular method of doing this. I t  is realised 
by members on this side of the House that Govern- 
ment must have a free hand as to how best it cith 
give effect to this desire of the House, but  we do 
feel the matter is important enough; and that in the 
Island the yery last thing that should be said of U:: 

is that we allow all sorts of things to happen a d  
among these things we allowed little children LG 

starve to death. If it is only milk which will keep 
them alive between the years of birth and the coiu- 
pletion of five years, I think, Mr. Speaker, i t  is ndr 
too much to ask of them to give effect to the des i r~  
of this House so that these children might not die 
from s t a ~ ~ a t i o a  which we think is very cruel anLl 
unnecessary. 

A f i .  E.  D. MOTTLEY: I beg to second t h ~  
Address which has been so ably moved by  the h011 
junior member for St. Lucy. I do not suppose ail) 
body can dispute the facts which he has broughi 
before the House because i t  comes from the Medicdr 
Oftieer at, the General Hospital, and i t  is very re 
grettable in these days to hear these things. I have 
much pleasure in seconding the Address. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I heartily agree with tilt 
principle of this Address, but I would sucrgest that 
a  mall amendment be made and I move that i a  tht  
second paragraph line two, the word "needv" i e  In 
bi~rtrd hetwcrn the words "all" and "children". so 
that i t  would now read: "House is of the opinion 
that a free distributioii of milk to t3e parents and 
gruardians of all needy children under five year., 
would tend to ameliorate thiq condition." T o r  ob 
vious reasons the children of the well-to-do shoultl not 
;be getting free milk; and then as a consequential 
amendment in paragraph three the deletion of the 

penultimate word "young" and the substitution of 
"all such children," that is the needy children. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 'Does the hon. member accept 
these amendmelits ? 

Mr. TUDG'R: Yes. 
The quegtion that the Address as amended% 

m w  pass was pz~d and qesolvqd i n  the negafize 
mven hon. members voting "No" and five how. 
nzenzbcl*~ voting "Aye" as follows: 

Ayes: Mr. BRANCKER, Mr. TUDOR, Mr. G O D D A ~ ,  
Mr. CRA~FORD and Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY-5. 

Noes: Mr. SMITH, Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Hon. 
Dr  H. 'G. H. CUMMINS:, Hon. C. K. TALMA, ,Hon 
IZ* G.  MAPP, Mr. HOLDER and Mr. BRYAN-7. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Order Paper having beon jked. 
Hon. Dr. H.  Q. H. CUMNINS: I beg to move 

that  this House do now adjourn for  a fortnight. 

Natural Gas And By-Products 

Mr. CRAWFORL): Sir, '1 want to second the 
motion for  the adjournment and  I want to use the 
opportunity to draw to the attention of the House 
a #matter of some importance. I refer to the supplies 
of Natural Gas in this Island. Honourrible mem- 
bers may have read in  the Trinidad Guardian on 
Sunday that there is a move on foot in Trinidad 
to start a $17 million plant to convert Natural Gas 
into a fertiliser and plastics. Now, I think the in- 
dustry is being established under the initiative of 
Mr. Albert Gomes. I must say in  this respect that 
Mr. Gomes has acted in  advance of me because I 
have been working on this matter for  about a year, 
and I had planned a trip to Britain and Germany 
later in the year myself in  order to see a t  first hand 
the process. Our supplies of Natural Gas are the 
biggest in the British Caribbean whereas in Trinidaa 
Natural Gas is a by-product of the Oil Industry. 
Here we have wells of almost unlimited resources 
irom which we get our Natural Gas. Now, the manu 
facture of a fertiliser is made, Sir, by the cmbina-  
tion of Natural Gas and air, and with our unlimited 
mpplies of Natural Gas we could easily have con- 
verted some olf these resources into a fertiliser @\Ten 
if only for domestic consumption. Barhados uses 
about eight thousand tons a year and its expendi- 
ture is over $1 million, ana  of course 
there is a West [Indian market. Trinidad spends 
about $3 million on fertiliser and neither in British 
Guiana, Jamaica or any other British West Indian 
calony is there any supply of Natnral (T;ls, so that 
in Barbados, Sir, we have available a Natural G& 
resource W-hjch could be easily aiid readily be sup- 
plied for the manufactare in  the process of 
fertiliser and in the second instance later on for 
plastics. About a year ago Mr. Arthur Coppin. 
retired Government Analyst; drew this matter to 
mry' attention and we had several discussions on i t :  
1 have correspondeiice on the matter, and as I said 
earlier I had planned to go to Europe later this 
year to get first-hand information on the production 
of Natural Gas. I ain therefore very sorry to think 
that Trinidad will be the first to establish an  in- 
dustry of this kind in  the British Caribbean, became 
1 know what i t  will meall to that colony from the 
point of vie\\+ both from the domestic consumption 
and export trade; aiid since our supplies are what 
they are, and silice there is no co~nnarable source 
of supply ill the area. I do not see why the Govern- 
ment of thiq Island should not bestir itself to 
endeavour to make some use of these rcsourcw 



this manner. There is no reason why both Barbados 
and Trinidad should not embtrrk npon fertiliser 
from the respective supplies of Natural Gas. Even 
if we use ours alone for domestic use, we have a 
one million dollar domestic turn over to support 
the industry, and while on this matter, Sir, I should 
like also to add that before some other West India]  
colohies start upon i t  and we are left in the cold, 
thnt we have one other natural resource of some 
importance which could be easily he converted into 
an ibilwtry. I refer. Sir, to the large supplies of 
sea-weed which abound on the coasts of Barbados 
a t  6ertain tihes of the year. 
11.15 p.m. 

The manufacture of seaweed into alginates is 
now a big industry in Srotland, and these plants 
which are dotted all alofig the Scottish coast 
provide xvorlc at certain lean times during the year 
for  farmers arid agricul tu~al  wo'rkers who may 
not be otherwise erhployed. The Scotland sr>rtweed 
plants only supply one-qdmter of the British con- 
sumption of alpinates, and here in the Vest  Indies. 
we could make available to the British industry an 
appreciable portion of the alginates which i t  needs. 

I have mentioned the seaweed industry, because. 
as I said earlier, in the same manner as Hon. Albert 
Gomn of Trinidad has been thinking of converting 
natural gas into fertilizers, some other West Indi'aa 
Government may Be tihinking in terms of pruewing 

and getting equipment for the manufacture of 
algiilates from seaweed. I t  is not a n  expeiisive 
process; I have been in correspondence with t1,o 
British Alginate Industries Ltd. ill London, arld 
I propose to get some direct inforination myself; 
but 1 only mention the matter now, because I do 
not want the same thing which happened with the 
convepion of natural gas into fertilizers to happen 
with this industry. 

I t  is, of course, too much to hope that this 
Government could be asked to take griously the 
possibility of using the Island's natural gas re- 
sources along the lines which I have indicated; I 
say so advisedly. I t  is as well that  the people of 
this Colony should iinow that where there are 
n a t u ~ a l  resources like these, with a certain amount 
of initiative and a desire to improve the economic 
cofidition of the Country, nre should take advantage 
of these natural resources If I did not mention 
the matter earlier, i t  was because I wanted to see 
what the manufutme was like in  order to sp.eak 
with authority; but I am sure i t  is not too !ate for 
some action ,along these lines to be taken. 

, The question fhat this Hoztse do ow adjourn 
I wti l  thcis day fortnight, Ttresday, ItqSeplmmher, 
1956, at 3 o'clock p.911. tuas p ~ b t  and res01z)ed in the 
nfFrnmtive ic.ithoi~f divisin~, n ~ l d  Nr .  SPEAKEIR 

:adjmsmed the House occoriZiagly. 
;n.n p.m. 




