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N THE

House of Assém‘bly_ Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT) *

SESSION 1956—61

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Wednesday, 19th December, 1956.
Pursuant to the adjournment, the following
nrembers of the House were present in their Chamber
at 9.45 am.

Present :

Dr. H. G. H Commins, M.D., CM. CB.E.
(Speaker-elect), Hon. G. H. Apams, CAM.G., Q.C,
B.A., (Premier), Mr. J. BE. T, BranckEegr, Hon. M. E,
Mr. L. B. Surre, J.P., Mr. F. . Warcorr,
0.B.E,, Hon. R. G. Maprp, Mr. K. N. R. HusBanps, Mr.

~ T. O. Bryan, Mr. F. C. Gopparp, Mr. F. E. MiLLER,

Mr. V. B. Vavcuan, Hon. C. E. TarmMa, Mrs, E. E.
Bovrxgs, Mr. J. C. Tupor, M.A., Mr. C. B, SearrEs
Mr. 1. St. A. TaorNe, Mr. D. D. GarNer, Mr, H. A
Dowping, M.B.E., Mr. .T. W. MizeEr and Mr. F. G
SMmitH, B.A.

APPROVAL OF THE SPEAKER

Mr. SPEAKER-ELECT : (Sitting in the Chair)
I shall now ask the Hon. senior member for St. Joseph
and the hon. senior member for St. Michael to repait
to the Council Chamber and inform His Excellerey
:he Governor that the House has elected its Speaker
snd is desirous of presenting him for His Exeell.n
¢v’s approval, o

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: T have information that
prayers are now being said in the Other Place.

Mr. E. St. A. HOLDER entered the House ana
took his seat.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS and Hon. 3. E. COX pro-
ceeded to-the Council Chamber.

On their return.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker-elect, the hon
senior member for St. Michael and T waited on His

Excellency in the Council Chamber and reported to
him that the House has made choice of its Speake:
and is desirous of presenting him to His Excellency
for his approval. His Excellency has expressed his
willingness to accept Your Honour’s selection by the
House as Speaker and awaits the coming of the House

Mr. SPEAKER-ELECT: Gentlemen, His Ex
celleney awaits the Honourable House in the Couneis
Chamber.

Mr. Speaker-Elect and the House, preceded by
the Marshal bearing the Mace, proceeded to the
Council Chamber.

On their arrival.

Mr. SPEAKER-ELECT: Your Excellency, the
House of Assembly has elected me as its Speaker and
I now present myself for Your Excellency’s approval.

II1S EXCELLENCY : I have much pleasure in
approving of the choice made by the House.

Mr., SPEAKER: Your Excellency, in the name
#nd on behalf of the General Assembly I lay claim
to their ancient and undoubted rights and privi-
leges, and especially to freedom from arrest and
molestation of their persons and servants, to freedom
of speech in debate, to free access to Your Exeellency
whenever occasion may require it, and that the most
favourable construction may be placed upon all their
rroceedings. .

IiIS EXCELLENCY: Mr. Speaker, I give and
orant to the House of Assembly so far as it is con-
sistent with the Royal Prerogative and with the laws
and constitution of this Island, every privilege and
liberty which have been enjoyed by any tormer
Assembly as fully and freely as ever,

HIS EXCELLENCY’'S SPEECH

His Excellency then deliverad o Speech to the
Houses of the Legqislature, at the conclusion of which
he presented a copy to Mr. Speaker.
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The Speech is as follows:—

Mr. President and Honourable Members of the
Legislatwe Council.

mr. Speaker gnd Members of the House of As-
sembly :

'vhe customary formalities associated with the
opening of a new session of the lLegislature hav:
been observed, and it is now my privilege to address
you.

In opening the new Session, I offer a warn
welcome to both chambers of the Legislature as a
whole and especially to the individual Members of
the General Assembly who are taking their seats for
the first time.

The Honourable G. H. Apams CM.G. Q.C,
M.C.P.,, has aceepted my invitation to form a Gov-
ernment and continues to hold the office of Premier.
On the Premier’s recommendation I have appointed
the following Members of the House of Assembly to
be Ministers :—

Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour:
Homourable M. E. Cox, M.C.P. 7

Minster of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries: D.
D. GarNER, Hsq, M.C.P.

Minister of Social Services: F. E. MiLLEr. Esq.,
M.C.P.

Minister of Communications, Works and Hous-
ing: The Honourable R. G. Marp, M.C.P.

The appointment of these four members of the
House of Assembly and the member of the Legisla:
tive Council as members of the Executive Commit-
tee will be notified to you in due course.

My Government has under consideration the ap-
pointment of one or more junior Ministers..

I must record with sincere regret the expiration
of the Honourable Sir John Chandler’s term of
office as a member of my Executive Council. Her
Majesty the Queen has been graciously pleased to
grant him the right to retain the title of ‘‘Honoura-
ble’’ within the Island.

The Act of the United Kingdom Parliament for
the Establishment of the British Caribbean Federa-
tion received Her Majesty’s assent on the 2nd of
August, 1956, and you will have noted that the
Queen’s Speech from the Throne on the 6th of last
month promised that an Order-in-Council to pre-
vide for the Constitution of the Federation would
be laid before Parliament in the current session.
The draft of this Order-in-Council and the Re-
port of the Commission appointed to make recom-
mendations on the siting of the Federal Capital are
among the important matters which will fall to be
discussed in January next by the Standing Federa-
tion Committee, meeting in Jamaica,

It is planned that Federal Elections should take
place during the first quarter of 1958 and it will be
necessary for this Legislature to give attention to the
arrangements to be made for those Elections in
Barbados.

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House of As-
sembly : :

It is too early to give accurate forecast of the
results of the current financial year, but the indica-
tions are that the surplus on current account will be
very much greater than the estimated surplus.

At 1st April, 1956, the surplus balance was $4.2
million as compared with $5.8 million at Ist April,
1952. But the Island has weathered the hurricane of
September, 1955, and over the four years the Re-
venue HEquilization Fund has been built up from
$1 1/4 million to $6 2/3 million, the equivalent of
about 434 months’ revenue.

- As you are aware, consideration is being given
to fixing a ceiling for this Fund, but it will be pru-
dent to maintain it at about the present level. This
does not, of course, preclude drawing on it to pro-
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vide temporary finance for development pending the
raising of loans. ’ ,

lir. President and Honourable Members of the
Legistative Council ; -

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House of As-
sembly :

T'his year’s sugar crop was a disappointing one
by present-day standards, but the prospects for the
1957 crop are good. The recent announcement that
the negotiated price for Commonwealth sugar is to
be increased by £1 8s4d. a top, and the extension
of the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement to the end
of 1964, provide additional security for our wiainy
source of revenue,

In the favourable conditions that have been
created it is hoped that there will be a rapid expan-
sion of the tourist industry, and my Government is
considering the establishment of a statutory Tourist
Board. The developments now being carried out at
Seawell alrport have been planned to cope with the
increased air traffic which i1s expected to result from
our expanding tourist industry. My Government has
it in mind to provide facilities for the purchase of
goods iree of duty by passengers leaving island by
air.

My Government welcomes the decision at the
recent Anglo-American talks in London  under
which,—subject to formal confirmation by the United
States and United Kingdom Governments, rights
will be given to an American operator between New
York, Miami and Barbados; and to a British
operator from Barbados to Baltimore, Washingtod
and New York.

My Government’s large development programme
and the encouragement which will be given to busi-
ness enterprises through the Development Board
and otherwise also help to justify the assumption
that the revenues of the Islamd will continue to in-
crease,

A five year programme of expenditure on de-
velopment eovering the period 1955-60 will be laid
before you. This programme, which modifies and re-
places the Development Plan for 1952-1957, ep
visages the expenditure of upwards of $50 millicn.
Sources of finance include surplus funds, the Is-
'and’s Development and Welfare allocation, the La
bour Welfare Fund and loans.

The Deep Water Harbour, which is by far the
biggest single project in the programme, must be
financed by external loan and legislation to authorise
the raising of this loan will be laid before you. Mean-
while the call for tenders has been published, and it
is expected that work will begin early in the next
financial year. This work, along with the other pro- .
jeets in the development programme, should provide
an abundance of employment opportunities.

My Government is anxious to promote savings
and investment by the people especially in view of
the large sums which will be spent under the de-
velopment programme. The public will be advised
to take advantage of the improved facilities of the
Savings Bank and legislation will be introduced
Lo remove the existing limit on the rate of interest
payalble on Government debentures. It is highly de-
sirable that as much as possible of the loan monies
required to carry qut the development programme
should be raised loeally. My Government has confi-
dence that banks and other corporations doing busi-
ness in the TIsland will subscribe to local loams.

Next to the Harbour the biggest item of ex-
penditure in the programme is Housing and my Gov-
ernment records with pleasure the progress made by
the Housing Authority, which came into being on
the 1st April of this year. Eighty-five houses have
been completed and one hundred and ninety more
are under construction in five parishes. Construction
in three other parishes is about to begin and nego-
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,- tiations are proceeding to acquire land for housing
: Government
will eontinue its Poli(iy of building new houses in
als so as gradually to replace the
ermanent mater: 48 £l .
Jnattel houses. Meanwhile it is noteworthy that over
l{h ast six years uearly 9,000 persons have been
b e‘fp{fd with loang to build or repair their homes.

Under Medical, provision is made for the con-
struction of a new General Hospital, plans for
which are to be discussed with the Nuffield Founda-
tion.

The Rural Amenities Programme will continue
and my CGovernment intends to improve the health
services in the rural areas, .

My Government will provide improved facilities
for elementary, secondary and technical eduaeation
s0 as to equip the youth of the Island to play a full
part in its further development. In order to relieve
as far as possible over-crowding where it exists and
to meet the annual increase in this school child po-
pulation, it is proposed to ereet new schools, to make
major extensions to some schools and to add addi-
tional classrooms to others where the pressure on
existing accommodation is greatest.

The Government is aware of the staffing diffi
culties of the Secondary Schools and will take appro-
priate steps to remedy this situation.

I record the Tsland’s thanks for the following
c1ants towards the programme which have already
been made from Development and Welfare funds:—

Airport extension and

improvements $600,256
Water Supplies 789,184
Central Market 133,738
Tenantry Rcads 475,000

1he brivisi Lnion Ui Compaly Limited surrewn-
dered their oil prospecting licence 1 September and
negotiations are proceeding with the Barbados Gull
Oil Company who have expressed Interest in the con-
cession, Proved reserves of natural gas are not yet
sufficient for exploitation on a large scale, and my
Government will seck to ensure that all possibilities
of obtaining further supplies of gas, as well as dis-
covering resources of oil, are fully explored.

On the 2nd November, 1956, with the concur-
rence of the Government of Barbados, Agreement
was coneluded between the Government of the Unit-
ed States of America and Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment in the United Kingdom for the establishment
of an Oceanographic Research Station in the Island.
The legislation required to implement the Agree-
ment was enacted under the title of the United
States (Oceanographic Research Station) Aect, 1956.
This is a joint programme of research which indi-
cates the abiding confidence and faith of the two
Governments in each other.

Legislation was enacted in the last Session to
effect the reorganisation of the Judicial svstem
and to establish a Judicial and Legal Service Com-
mission. This legislation will be brought into opera-
tion as soon as practicable,

The retirement of Sir Allan Collymore as Chief
Justice of this Tsland brings to an end a distinguish.
ed career of thirty vears’ service and has left us
all with a sense of personal loss. T know we all wish
him many more vears of happiness in our midst.

New legislation will be introduced for the en-
couragement of Pioneer Industries.

Existing labour legislation is being examined
in the light of Mr. Matthews’s recommendations and
amending legislation will be proposed from time to
time.

My Government is resolved to maintain pro-
gress in improving social and working conditions
and will continne to assist and encourage emigration
to countries offering opportunities to our workers.

A put wul be laid before you to provide the

necessary powers ror undertaking erosion control in
the Scouanda district. )

Other legislation to be presented to you will
include a bl to repeal and replace the present
Police Act, a Bill to repeal and replace the Fire
Drigade Act, a Bill relating to the sale and supply
of intoxieating liquor, a Bill relating to the collee-
tion and publication of statistics, and further amend-
ments to the Local Government Act. Town and
Country Planning legislation is being prepared for
presentation to you.

A number of matters arising out of the Godsall
Report remain to be dealt with and a Committee
has been appointed to investigate any anomalies
that may have resulted from the Report.

My Government believes that the time has come
to establish a cabinet form of Government modelled
as closely as possible on the system obtaining in the
United Kingdom. Exploratory discussions have al-
ready been held with the Seeretary of State, and
after further consideration locally, detailed propo
sals will be submitted for his concurrence with a
view to their introduction into the Legislature.

Consideration will also be given to the question
of electoral reform including the abolition of
double-member constituencies.

Myr. President end Honourable Members of the
Legislative Councal:

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Homse of As-
sembly

I now declare the legislative session open ana
1 pray that the Blessing of Almighty God may rest
tupon your counsels.

R. D. H. ARUNDELL,
Governor.
Government House,
Barbados,
19th December, 1956.

HOUSE RETURNS

Mr. SPEANER and the House preceded by the
Marshal bearing the Mace returned to the Assenmi-
bly Chamber and entered wpon the Business of the
Day.

After Prayers

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that when the House attended His Ex-
cellency the Governor in the Council Chamber on
the occasion of the opening of the Legislature, His
lixcelleney was pleased to deliver a Speech, a copy
of which he has handed to me.

Tiou. G, H. ADAMS: Mr. Mr. Speaker, I beg to
move that the Speech be taken as read.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question that His Ezxcellency’s Speech be
taken as read was put and resolved wn the affirma-
feve without division.

My, WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, now that that
wotion has been made that the speech be taken as
read, I propose to state that just like in the United
Kingdom, if the Government wants to follow their
practice, the Governor’s Speech should become a
document of the House and placed on the Order
Paper so that any member may discuss the policy
of the Speech and a day be set aside to debate the
Speech by His Excelleney because it is the Gov
ernment’s Speech and not the Governor’s Speech
any longer, and therefore, it should be a matter for
the House to debate Government policy for the com-
ing Session. T raise it now at this stage without
any apology to anyone in the matter, though the
Premier may be holding down his head.
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Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will inform the honourable
member that a Select Committee will be appointed
to prepare an answer to His Exeellency’s Speech,
and I take it that when that Select Committee re-
ports the whole House will have an opportunity. to
debate and make any amendments to the Address
recommended by that Committee.

DEPUTY SPEAKER APPOINTED

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to
propose the honourable junior member for St. John
as Deputy Speaker for this Session.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. VAUGHAN: It is always embarrassing for
me to accept a compliment paid to me without a
suggestion or some counter proposal and therefore,
1 invite someone from either quarter of the House
to make another nomiination. I am not refusing,
but I would like to know if it is the desire of any
member of the House to make another nomination.
. Leides]

Mr. SPEAKER: I will ask the senior member
for St. Peter to restrain himself from talking across
the Table; not only him, but all honourable mem-
bers.

There being no other nomination, the hon.
Junior member for St. John {s appointed Deputy
Speaker.

Mr. WALCOTT: I rise on a point of Order.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Order.

Mr. WALCOTT: You are not the Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: I will ask the honourable seni-
or member for St. Peter please to restrain himself.

Mr. WALCOTT : Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point
of Order to say that the question has not been put.

The question that the honouwrable junior mem-
ber for 8t. John be appoinied Deputy Speaker was
then put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

RULES OF THE HOUSE

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: 1 beg to move that the
present Rules of the House remain the Rules of the
House for this Session until altered.

Mr. BRANCKER: I beg to second that.

The motion was put and agreed to.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

Hon. G. H, ADAMS: 1 beg to move that the
kon. junior member for St. Joseph be Chairman of
Committees for the Session.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, in support of
that motion, T will only say this: I had hoped that
the hon. member who has been proposed as Chair-
man of Committees would have been interested in
some other preferment, because there can be no
cdoubt that during many Sessions he has borne the
kheat and burden of the day unflinchingly and un-
complainingly. I am rather surprised that the hon.
member, in view of certain changes which have been
made, is apparently willing to remain with that self
modesty of his, in the same office which he has held
for so long. I will throw out the suggestion, if the
hon. member retains the same office, that certain.
matters connected with the Office and not unecon
rected with Her Majesty’s Treasury should be con-
sidgred with a view to certain adjustments being
made.

There can be no doubt about it that the Chair-
man of Committees has to do the greater part of the
sitting in the Chair; he has no comfortable room

into which he can retire, and he
during the most furious altercations to which there
is no limit either in duration or multiplicity. I will
say this; that our past and respected present Chair-
man, the hon. junior member for St. Joseph, is one
person who, as soon as temper has died down, is
absolutely without rancour. He will meet the most
trying member at the conclusion of a furious alter-
cation in the most friendly and amicable way and
he will most unhesitantly have a drink with him and
in no way show that he bears any malice, ill-will,
or grudge against him. Because of that fact, the hon.
junior member for St. Joseph is rightly regarded as
the most cheery member of the last House and I re-
gret that the hon. member has not seen fit to offer
himself for a high or different office.

The gquestion that the hon. junior member for
St. Joseph be appointed Chairman of Commatiees for
this Session was put end resolved in the affirmative
without diviston.

APPOINTED COMMITTEES AND MEMBERS
OF BOARD COMMITTEE

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, it is true
that I have intimated to one member of the Opposit-
i:n that perhaps in the appointment of Committees
and members of Boards, we should revert to the
old practice of appointing the senior representatives
of their constituencies to recommend to the House
who should be appointed to these Committees and
Boards. ITowever, I am suggesting that such changes
as I propose should be accepted by everybody, be-
cause all the Parties are fairly represented, and the
changes which are being made are made mostly
cr account of certain members having lost their
seats.

I propose to make motions for the appointment
of these Committees and members of Boards. On
the Printing Committee, Your Honour will be in
the place of the last Speaker, I propose that the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries
will take the place of the former Minister of Agri-
culture, Liands and Fisheries, and that the other
menmbers of the Committee remain as they are.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1T beg to second that.

Mr. WALCOTT: T should like to know who
arc the other mempbers otherwise.

1 will make a motion that the names of the
members of the Printing Committee be read out.

Mr. SPEAKER: The members of the Printing
Committee are the hon. junior member for St. Lucy
(Mr. BRANCKER), the hon. junior member for Christ
Church (Mr, Gopparp), the hon. junior member for
St. Philip (Hon. D. D. GARNER) the hon. junior
member for St. John (Mr. Vaveman) and myself as
SPEAKER.

The question that the members proposed be the
members of the Printing Commiltee was put and re-
solved in the affirmative without division.

THE DEBATES COMMITTEE

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: As regards the Debates
Committee, 1 propose the same changes as in the
case of the Printing Committee, namely, His Honoux
the Speaker, the Hon. Minister of Agriculture, Liands
and Fisheries, Hon. D. D. GARNER, and the others
remain the same.

Hon. M. BE. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: In seconding the
reotion, I should like to draw to your Honour’s
attention the phrase which has been used by the
Hon. Minister. Liet me say that no Minister was put
on this Committee, The hon. senior member for

.
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bas to remain there '
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" Christ Church (Mr. TanLMa) was placed on that Com

mittee before he was a Minister; therefore, the
House must not be misled in believing that a Minis-
ter was put on this Committee. It is another name
for a name. 1

The question that Mr. SPEAKER, Mr. GOD-
UARD, Mr. BRANCKER, Hon. E. G. MAFP. Hon.
D. D. GARNER and Mr. VAUGHAN be members
6f the Debates Committee was put and resolved in
the affirmative without division.

VICTORIA EMIGRATION SOCIETY

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Members of the Vietorie
Fmigration Society during the last Session were:
the hon. senior member for St. George at that time,
(Mr. BARROW), the hon. senior member for St. An-
drew (Mrs. Bourne), and the hon. senior member
for St. James (Mr. Horper). This is a Committee
which is appointed by Mr. Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1Iu the place of the late senior
avember for St. George, I appoint the hon. junior
member for St. Andrew (Mr. F. G. Smrra). The
other hon. members remain the same.

SUGAR INDUSTRY AGRICULTURAL BANK

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I propose
that the following should be members of the Sugar
Industry Agricultural Bank:—

The hon. junior member for St. Lucy (Mr.
BRANCKER), the hon. junior member for St. Michael
(Bryan), the hon. senior member for St. George
(Mr. Dowpixg) and the hon. junior member for St.
James (Mr. SEARLES).

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, there is an
error in the printing of this Board. The Agenda says
that the members at the end of the last Sessiou
were: Mr. Brancker, Mr. F. .. Warcorr, Mr.
Bryan and Mr. MiLLER. Mr. BrYaN was never a
member of this Committee ; the members of that Com.
mittee were: Mr. BRaNcKER, Mr. I'. L. WALcorT, Mr.
E. D. MorrLey and Mr. MILLER,

I therefore propose, Mr. Speaker, that in place
of the hon. junior member for St. George (Mr.
MiLper) who is now a Minister that the hon. senior
member for the City be a member of this Board.

Mr. GODDARD: I beg to second that.

Mr. SPEAKER: As I understand the amend-
ment made by the hon. senior member for St. Peter,
he is proposing that the hon. senior member for the
City be substituted for the hon. junior member for
St. James.

Mr. WALCOTT: I am proposing that the hon
senior member for the City be a member of this
Board. I pointed out that the hon. junior member
for St. Michael was not a raember of this Board but
I am not making a substitution.

Mr. SPEAKER: In this case, I will have to
put the names individually.

The question that the hon. juntor member for
St. Luey (Mr. BRANCKER) be appointed a member
of the Sugar Industry Agricultural Bank was put
and resolved in the affirmative without diviston.

The question that the hom. senior member for
St. George (Mr. DOWDING) be appointed a mem-
ber was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

The question that the hon. junior member for
8t. Michael (Mr. BRYAN) be appomnted o member
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

The question that the hon. junior member for
8t. James (Mr. SEARLES) be appointed a member

was put and resolved in the affirmative, the House .

dwiding as follows:—

Ayes: Mr. SmurH, Hon. G. H. Apams, Hon.
M. E. Cox, Hon. R. G. Marp, Hon. D. D. GARNER,
Hon. F. BE. MiLLER, Mrs. BourNE, Mr. HoLbpER, Mr.
THORNE, Mr. SEARLES, Mr. BRYAN, Mr. T. W. MILLER,
and Mr. Vauguan—13.

Noes: Mr. HusBanps, Mr. Tanma, Mr. Warn-
corT, Mr. Dowping, Mr. Gopparp, Mr. SMmiTH, Mr.
Tupor and Mr. BRANCKER—S.

PEASANTS’ LOAN BANK

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the
hon. junior member for St. Joseph, and the hon.
senior member for St. James be appointed as mem-
bers of the Peasants’ Loan Bank.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to.

FANCY MOLASSES CONTROL AND
MARKETING BOARD

On the motion of Hon. G- H, ADAMS seconded
by Hon. M. E. COX, the hon. junior member for
St. John, the hon. junior member for the Cily, Mr.
Nigel Reece and Sir John Saint were appointed to
serve as members of the Fancy Molasses Control and
Marketing Board.

SUGAR PRODUCTION AND EXPORT
CONTROL BOARD

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to
propose the hon. junior member for St. Joseph, the
hon. senior member for St. John, the hon. senior
member for the City and Mr. H. A. C. Thomas to be
members of the Sugar Production and Export Con-
tro} Board.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, in addition to
any name or as a substitute I beg to move that the
name of Mr. McDonald Blunt take the place of Mr.
H. A. C. Thomas.

Mr. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

Hon. R. . MAPP: Mr. Speaker, as an amend-
ment T beg to move that the following be members
of the Sugar Production and Export Control Board:
the hon. junior member for St. Joseph, the hon.
senior member for St. John, Mr. McDonald Blunt
and Mr. H. A. C. Thomas.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I will accept
the amendment by the hon. member that in place of
the senior member for the City, Mr. MeDonald Bluxt
be a member of the Board.

Mr. WALCOTT: It is not a matter of what
he accepts as an amendment. I made a motion that
Mr. Blunt be placed on the Board in place of Mr.
Thomas. You cannot make an amendment that Mr.
Blunt be placed on the Board in place of the hon.
senior member for the City. You cannot put a
name as an amendment to another name.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will put the names indi-
vidually.

Mr. WALCOTT: I beg to move that my amend-
meunt be placed first.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has spoken
three times.

Mr. WALCOTT: I am speaking before putting
the motion. T am moving that my amendment be
made first.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that the hon.
junior member for St. Joseph, . . . .

Mr. WALCOTT: On a point of order. I made
an amendment to the motion for which you have not
put before the House; that Mr. Blunt be placed in

“
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place of Mr. H. A. C. Thomas, and I respectfully
move that my amendment should be placed before
the House. It has not been placed before the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is a further amend-
ment that in place of the hon. senior member for
the City, the hon. junior member for St. Joseph . . .

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, my amendment
was never accepbed; my motion still stands as an
amended motion.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: An amended motion what!

Mr. WALCOTT: Shut up!

Mr. SPEAKER: I will ask the hon. member to
take his seat.

Mr. WALCOTT: Hon. members cannot shout
across the table at me.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am standing.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I am rising on
a point of order. I made a motion that Mr. Blunt
be placed on the Board instead of Mr. Thomas which
was seconded, and aceording to the Rules that motion
should be placed before the House and it has not
been. placed.This is not a matter of a quarrel: 1 can
go back to the people.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am appealing to the hon.
senior member for St. Peter to let us have order.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I am prepared
to have order, but I made a motion and according
to the Rules I should be given the courtesy of having
the motion accepted in the normal manner and put
to the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is 'that Mr.
Blnnt’s name be placed in place of Mr. Thomas

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: On a point of order.

There is a subsequent amendment and if any amend-

ment is going to be put first, the subsequent amend-
ment should be put first.

Mr. WALCOTT: There is no amendment be-
fore the House from the hon. member.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not asking for any
advice from any side of the House. [Cheers].

The question that Mr. Blunt’s name be subst:-
tuted for that of Mr. Thomas. was put and resolved
in the negative, the House dividing as follows—

Ayes: Messrs HusBanps, TArLMA, WALCOTT.
Tupor, F. G. SMITH. and BRANCKER—6.

Noes: Mr. L. E. SMmrrra, Hon. G. H. Apaws, Hon.
M. E. Cox, Hon. R. G. Marr. Hon. D. D. GARNER.
Hon. F. E. MiLLER, Mrs. BoUrNE, Messrs. HOLDER,
SEarRLES, Bryan, T. W. Mmrrr, VAUGHAN, DOowDING
and Gopparp—15.

The question that the hon. junior member for
St Joseph (Mr. L. E. SMITH), the hon senior
member for St. John (Mr. THORNE), Mr. Blunt
and Mr. Thomas be members of the Sugar Produc-
tion Board was put and resolved in ‘the affirmative
without division.

SELECT COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER AND
REVISE THE RULES OF THE HOUSE

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, T heg to
move that a Select Committee be appointed to eon-
sider and revise the Rules of this House.

Mr. BRANCKER: T beg to second that.

The mdtion was put and agreed to.

Mr. SPEAKER: Subjeet to their willingness
to serve. I appoint the following as members of that
Select Committee: The Hon. Premier, (Hon. ¢. H.
ADAMS), the hon. senior member for St. Thomas,
(Hon. R. G. MAPP), the hon. junior member for
St. Lucy (Mr. BRANCKER). the hon. Jjunior mem-
ber for St. John (Mr. VAUGHAN), the hon. junior
member for Christ Church, (Mr. GODDARD), and
T associate myself with the Committee.

)

Mr. BRANCKER: May 1 suggest, Sir, the addi- ™

tion of the hon. junior member for St. Andrew (Mr.
SMITH)? I am quite sure that with his legal back-
ground, the hon. member will be of great assistance
to the Hon. Premier and to me in this matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no objection to that
addition. I include the name of the hon. junior
member for St. Andrew as a member for this Com-
mittee.

Mr. F. G. SMITH: As Your Honour pleases.

DOCUMENTS

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that I hawve received the following Docu-
ments:

Financial Report of the Accountant General of
Barbados for the month ended 31st October, 1956.

Statement of Revenue and Expenditure for the
half year ended 30th September, 1956, from the
parish of St. John in eonnection with tenantry roads.

Highway Accounts for the half year ended 30th
September; 1956, from the parish of St. Peter.

ELECTION PETITIONS

Mr. SPEAKER: I also have the honour to
inform the House that the Clerk has received two
Election Petitions—one from Mr. H. V. Gilkes and
the other from Mr. D. Carter.

PAPERS LAID

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I am com-
manded to lay the following Message from His Exeel-
lency the Governor:

GOVERENMENT NOTICES

Government Notices were given as follows :—

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give
notice of the following Resolution :—

Resolution to place the sum of $399,254 at th
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to
supplement the Estimates 1956—57, Part II—Capi-
tal, as shown in the Supplementary Estimate 1956-57,
No. 45, which forms the Schedule to the Resolution.

Hon, G. H. ADAMS': Mr. Speaker, I beg to give
notice of my intention to move the House into Com-
mittee of Supply at the next meeting to consider th:
Money Resolution of which notice has just been
given.

THE ADJOURNMENT

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that this House do now adjourn until 8th January
rext at 3 o’clock in the afternoon.

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, speaking on the
motion for the adjournment, I think, perhaps, it is
appropriate that this side of the House should say
vne or two things which we feel are important.

First of all, in due course, so far as my own
party is concerned, a communication will be mad.
this very day to His Excellency the Governor with
respect to the fact that we have chosen a leader and
then leave it to him to do whatever else necessary
is required.

Apart from that, members on this side of the
Hcuse hope very much that this Session will bring

e,
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sense, and I did not do like the junior member for
it John but I am a.ppeahng to the hon, senior
member for St. John who is a man, not to agree to
this hanging by saying that he was on the gallows
before you came. You are an old and lespectdblc
gentleman but I know that voice still speaks no matier
to what party you belong.

The hon. senior member for St. James likes the
Party and he likes good friendship; what have yon
got against the hon. junior member for St. Peter?
Do not talk about your reaching agreement last
vight and the hon. member changing his mind, be-
cause thev change their minds just as some people
change their shirts. They were always williny to
remove the hon, junior membker for St. Peter; at
one time it they had a majority, the Speaker would
not have been the Speaker because he disag.-eed
‘with them. Let them do what they are doing now
{0 a man like the hon. junior member for St. Thomas
because he does not possess any political sagae'ty.
e has taken over from the ‘‘Piles” and the ‘“Wil-
kir.sons’’ because he feels that he is an aristocrat and he
subseribes to the view that some people must go
through his gate and others through the front door.
You can see what they are doing today; they ran
against Frank but they failed. They ran Morris against
me, but if Mr. Morris were in here, far from being
nominated as Speaker there would have been scize-
thing different.

The D.0..P., has lost and the P.C.P., has lost;
but would I be a member of three blind mice? Here
you have the sort of propaganda which the members
of the Labour Party are using; they are offering the
tormer Speaker of this House the post of Parliament.
ary Under-Secretary which does not exist in the Cep
stitution at all. They are telling you that you must
hiold on until the last man gets out, but the last man
will never get out. and therefore you do not get any
hand. That is the sort of nebulous nonsense which
they are always telling people. The Country voted
for them but I still hold that the Labour Party
Organisation is an amorphous one; it is a nebulous
amcrphous Organisation with this oligarchic control
Ly which you bring a man from Timbucteo, you csm
curse him today and make him Pope tomorrow, You
have some people in this community who do vot
realise that it is a question of the taxpayers’ mouney
being spent; they do mnot hold their lions together
Everybody in St. Peter voted for the hon. junior
member for St. Peter and therefore we can have a
hv-election next week,

How can you appeal to the hon. junior memi-.r
for St. James when, ten years ago, he was a memb2r
of the Labour Party, and when the Congress Partv
came along, he was like a butterfly? His greatest
ambition in life has been achieved, Mr. E. K. Walcott
is now out of the House and Mr. C. B, SEARLES is 1t
the House! IHe has now shed his teeth at sixty-two
years and therefore you must know how long he will
take to bring out his first new one. If he can heav
them assassinating a man, he will vote for them: he
was one of those who told the people to return the
iormer Speaker to the House of Assembly and he told
them that the hon. junior member for St. Peter was
eligible for the office of Speaker.

I am saying that there can be no misgivirgs
about this matter; what has happened today should
be an important lesson for the former Speaker of
this House and the publie, because there are some
people in the ecommunity who are supporting
the Government although they may be assassinating

somebody. T have just given the history as to how

things work; they do not want the former Speaker as
Speaker, they want somebody else as Speaker and
that is the end of the matter. 'The hon. senior mem' -~
for St. Michael did not ecome down from being Vice
President of the Labour Party and the hon. junior
riember for St. Thomas withdrew; you bring down
tlie constituencies today and let the Premier see how
much the public is behind him for the IFederal
Parliament.

When you come to these things in question, you
(an see that they did not want him; they wanted to
assassinate him politically. And that is what it is.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Now, Mr. Clerk, according
to the Raules, after the Speaker has been elected,
you are supposed to pass on his election to the Gov-
ernor,

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr, Clerk, everything
that has been said by members on that side is far
from being true. I expected to hear in certain
circumstances and from certain speakers things which
are not true. Some of these things are easily refuted
but it is not always possible or always advisable for
everything to be said at a particular time. I will in
Jdue course reply to anything which seems necessary.

Some really preposterous things have been said
which give a completely wrong idea of the position
of Speaker or that if a particular Speaker is not
re appointed that that is a reflection on him. I hope
to see in the fulness of time the same sort of unwrit-
ten customs that exist in Great Britain exist here,
although some hon. members are aware that unwrit-
1en customs are not always observed in Great Britain
However, we are very far from the English practice
at the present moment. For instance, I myself am
not sure that the general public of Barbados would
e willing at this stage of our history to have it
#ccepted as a general principle in comparison with
Gireat Britain the carving out of a special consiit-
vency for a Speaker. We all know what a tasic it
was years ago when the Speaker’s seat was contested.

Let me say to the Opposition quite early in
this Session this: if they choose to declare war, they
would have it; and when it comes to the decorum of
this place, members of this side of the House will do
everything possible to bring Barbados back up to the
place where it was [cheers]. In less than a month
T shall have to try to get the Federal Capital in
Parbados. I will only say that it is a good thing
‘hat members of other Legislatures in the West
Indies were not in here today and have seen Bar-

" hados at its worst. T will still do my best as long

as I have the honour of this position or even an
ordinary position on the floor of this House, and as
long as I have the confidence of the people of Bar-
kados as they have shown. In spite of the severe
blow being given to the chance of Barbados being
made the Flederal Capital, T shall still do my best
in the coming month.

Mr. Clerk, T do again promise this House and
the general publlc that the misrepresentation of
facts that has been made today would be cleared up
by me in public in due course but it is impossible
for me to do it today in view of the fact that this
Legislative Session has not yet formally been entered
upon. Because of that, it is impossible for me to
make these explanations.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr, Clerk, here again 1s a
Jast attempt by the Premier to hoodwmk this whole
matter which was the result of the ex-Speaker making
the statement in this House of what took place and
that what he was offered he had to refuse.
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One or two things have happened; either the
Speaker’s statement is incorrect and is a false state-
ment intending to mislead the House or in the absence
of tiie statement we have to decide whether certain
things are true or not. To get up and talk about
a Federal Capital is a joke. The ex-Speaker is
willing to serve, but you say ‘‘no’’ you are vot
having him any longer, you are having somebody
else, and he has given reasons why he is willing to

-serve. Tell us whether what Hussaxps said is
correct or not. This is the thing we all want to
know.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Clerk, we are noi intes-
ested in what statement he has to make ; he can make
that on a public platform. We are confident in the
Speaker and know that he is the only man who can

. heep order in this House. He can teach anybody
an here, but what are you doing? You go into a
blacksmith’s shop to get white paint. We have all
come from the public now; so do not worry to think
about war being declared; war was declared on me
four months ago and T came out conqueror. if you
want to declare more war, you can declare it on
the Union aud let me tell the people about vou and
the Unions’ money. ’

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Clerk, I regret very
much that the Premier made reference to things
that could be refuted and has not yet been refuted. |
think it would do this House and serve this House
a very good and useful purpose if the Premier had
made refutations to what hon. members have said on
this side of the House and especially if he could find
it possible to refute anything I hawve said. I am
going to repeat what I said earlier.

Now, it is a fact that members of a Party have
found themselves committed to vote for a Speaker. I
do not agree with that, and I will never agree with
it. This is Parliament; and an officer of Parliament
should be freely elected by Parliament: and every
hon. member on the Other Side of the Table eouid
rot be in my opinion duty bound to what. the Party’s
Leader has dictated for him. .. The day that comes
and persists, the institutions of democracy and Par-
Hament are bound to sink. It is foolishness wailing
until the millennium ushers itself in to hope we
will ever rise to the British conventions. When will
it happen if we in our times have not prepared for
1? As T sat in that Chair as Speaker, T have had
v. go to May’s, the British Procedure of the British
liouse of Commmons, and I feel that Parliament

shculd remain so exalted, when it comes to the-

Speakership no one should be fooled to think he has
wot to vote as the Premier or anyone else dictates.
I say this and more; it is an easy matter to go out
-of this Chamber and write anything in the colamns
of any mewspaper, but why not say it here that I
personally can nail it on the head? 1 challenge an
man on either side of the Table to say he can brin:
anything I cannot, refute todav.

Now, lots of people thought I had been offered a
Ministry ; a member of the Other Place had a strong
convietion that T was offered a Ministry and that I
refused it. He had no intention of creating another
one; but somebody is saying that T in this vear
of pgrace agreed to accommodate the Premier last
Friday in a situation. could not review my decision'
My political future was at state. 1 telephoned him
last Sunday and last Monday and allowed him to
know that in mno equivocal manner: and that
is why 1 am here in this position today.
What have T got to do with what arrangs-
ments had been made with the Ministers? T
have never wanted one: T am not any poli-

tical careerist as such; 1 have an independent
spirit, and taat i1s why 1 appeal to you gentlemen,
taat if you can bring any lie 1 will nail that lie on
ihe head and refute it here and now. Do not wait
to do it in any cheap manner in the yellow press
behind my back; 1 am here to defend mywself and 1
challenge anyone who has decency, homour or re-
speet Jeft in him to know I have been led up the
carden path by being offered the position [ eould not
hope to accept. 1 have let them know that in mo
uncertain equivocal manner, and after I say that you
can vote as you please. Do not let them deceive you.
In my anxiety to accommodate him, have I not got
the right to revise a position which affects me poli«
tically! T must be denied of that right! One man
who has not got that right is Husbands! 1 must
accommodate them even if [ lose materially! But I
Enow retribution will make itself felt, and. T hope
even in my own time.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Clerk, the hon and
learned Premier spoke of a special constituency for
the Speaker. I will recall this: in the last Session
we discussed the matter of single member constituen-
cies and I understood the hon. and learned Premier
suggested that the matter should receive further
~onsideration, and felt it should be put to the electo-
rate of the Island. I do not know if it has been put
«r if it is to be put in 1961 ; I have not heard of it,
Lat it is only if vou have single member constituen-
cies that, Mr. Clerk, vou ean ensure that Mr. Speaker
is in a position that his seat is not contested by any
decent person or any Government of Parliamentary
Democracy. In view of what took place in St. Peter
not very long ago. if yon had single member con-
stituencies, of course, T presume Mr. Sneaker would
have been left untouched, and the hon. senior mem-
ber who has been returned would not have been
returned with a greater majority than he had the
honour to receive, but for a long time I mentioned
in the House as well as the former member for St.
Andrew, the capitalist member Mr. J. A. Haynes
that there is no point ecarrying single member con-
stituencies here as in England or any part of the
British Commonwealth.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Clerk, a remarkable
fact that has emerged from the eclosing stages of
this debate is that in spite of the allezations which
have been made by the Ex-Speaker and others
today, we are told that a refutation will be made
and nothing is to be said today in answer to these
allegations. A stupid excuse has been advanced that

since Parliament is not formally opened, it ecan

remain until later on. What you can expect is this:
at some future date outside this House some attempt
wiil be made to stab the Speaker in his back, at &
time and a place when He cannot reply. The correct
place to answer these statements is in. the House
in front of the Ex-Speaker who can answer the
charges thrown on him and refute any mis-state-
ments made. and thercfore when in the future there
is an attempt outside this House to reply to this
issue today or to stab the Speaker behind his back,
let the people who do it understand that we knew
before that that is what we would expect.

Mr. BRANCKER: Now, Mr. Clerk, let me make
this point plain, no one can adjourn this House as
there was an attempt to adjourn, and 1 want that
to be conveved to Government House as soon as
possible. This House cannot be adjourned bv the
Head of the Administration disappearine and say-
ing, I am adjourning until ten o’clock tomorow.
According to the Rules of this Chamber, he has no
alternative until the constituted representatives of
the people have arrived at a decision in the choice
of a Speaker. Rule 13 states this, after the choice
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Lave always been wanting. One thing with which
we notice with interest is that among the Ministers
there are two new faces, one of which had not been
seen’ in this Chamber for quite sometime and I would
like to extend a welcome to him personally.

The second thing is this. We hope that when our
co-gperation is asked for by the Government, while
we do not mind giving it in the carrying out of
Government Busjmess because we realise that they
are the Governmy nt and therefore they must carry
.on the business ¢/ the Government, yet, at the same
time, it will help this side of the House to help them
if some of the things we have been complaining about
ure no longer seen in the House. We want to see
greater efficiency, and a greater direction of approach
among the Ministers in the carrying out of their
duties,

I should like to stress that the Opposition has its
rights which we insist should be respected. When we

-ask questions of the Minister, we ask them in the

hope that we can get answers to satisfy our constitu-
ents. I sincerely hope that there will be no repetition
of the grievances which the Opposition suffered
during the last Session that questions asked to which
+nswers were expeeted were ignored, and as a result
the Opposition was prevented from carrying out their
-duties to the p.ople whom they represent.

One other point, Mr. Speaker, in this. During
the last Session we heard quite a lot, erroneously in
my opinion, about the nature of the Ministerial Sys-
tem and what was no longer possible under it. To
give a case in point, confusion largely arises over
whether or not addresses should he moved and passed
in this Assembly by private members to His Kxeel-
lency the Governor. Members of the Opposition dur-
ing the last Session suffered severe inconvenience be-
cause of the doctrine expounded by the Premier
although it was broken, on more than one oceasion
and from the same side of the House that initiated
it.

I should like to make it clear that we on this side
of the House have no intention of obstructing the
Government in the legitimate business of the Govern-
ment but we have no intention of seeing any of the
privileges of hon. members abrogated or disregarded.
If the Ministers can, perhaps, be got to believe that
the Opposition has its rights and is willing to co-
operate, I think that things would run much more
smoothly. Obviously, there will be the clash and
strife of party battle because some hon. members
huve come in under one banner and others under
others; therefore, their policy is not ours and it is
not expected to be; but apart from that, the business
of the House can be proceeded with as smoothly as
possible if both sides of the House prepare to acknow-
ledge the rights of each other. ‘

One last matter, Mr. Speaker, is this. It has
not been announced who the Leader of the House
will be. Obviously, it will be one of the Ministers
or the Hon, Premier himself. Whoever the person
is, he has it within his power to bring about all that
I have been asking for—this smoothness and this
pleasant atmosphere — but whatever approach he
makes towards that, speaking now for my own side of
the Opposition, I think I can disclose that we are pre-
pared to co-operate with the Leader of the House in
whatever he wishes to consult us on with respect to
the business of the House and to that end we have
asked the hon. junior member for 8t. Andrew to be
our spokesman with the other side because being
new in this Chamber, he has not as yet been involv 3
n the storm and strife of party battles. Therefcre,

( quite a lot of changes in this Chamber which we | | think he is on speaking terms witn guite a number

¢f hon. members on the other side. He has under-
takened to be our spokesman with membpers of the
Government and the Leader of the House may
addresd any communieation to us by sending 1t o
the hon. junior member for St. Andrew.

‘With these few remarks, Mr. Speaker, I would
like to end by saying that this group wishes to
express the hope that all the business will be con-
ducted smoothly, and I leave it to my colleague
vienever we have announced him to speak in a more
v:ficial ecapacity than I can today.

QUESTIONS UNANSWERED

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr, Speaker, it may not
e out of place for me just in the light of past ex-
perience very briefly to refer to one or two matters.
Une is a matter of the greatest importance, because
as you know Sir, in the past session or two thai
most invaluable feature of any parliamentary
democracy has mot been observed. Replies bhave
been laid after considerable time and others mot at
all, and the opportunity for discussing some has
zlmost entirely mot existed. You will probably
agree that this should not be in a British Parliament.
Even if it might be that some time will be expended
in the discussion of the revision of the Rules, even
before that is completed, I am throwing out that
whosoever shall be named as Leader of this House
should see that we have reasonable opportunity tu
discuss the points that use be made of in question
time. Sir, I am going to refer now to another matter.

It has happened every mow and again during
vthe last session—yesterday it ocecurred—when an
hon. member sought to find or to refer to the Official
Debate in this Chamber and a volume was found,
it was discovered that 'the particular pages to
which hon, members were seeking to refer had been
torn out frem that volume. That, Sir, is a most
extraordinary and deplorable thing to happen. I
3o not for one minute suggest that when the debate
started any bon. member hurried away and re-
rroved those pages, but I am suggesting to you that
you see that the Librarian exercise such a
ceaseless vigil that such a thing can never take
place. It is most deplorable that we have not got
complete records due to an obvious act of sabotage,
and vesterday it was fortunate that we were able
to borrow for the purpose of reference to which hon.
members were making, the records of the Other Place
They showed a spirit of cooperation with the spirit
of the time, and we welcoms it, but our records
should be kept intaet. I feel you will see to it that
a ceaseless wateh is kept and all of our documents
will be safely guarded. Sir, as you will appreciate,
it is laid down as the duty of Her Majesty’s Oppo-
sition that they must always be constructive and in
the ease of ourselves it cannot be otherwise, so that
if that is appreciated and understood by all sides,
T would not commend any hon. members to re-read
their constitution, beeause I am sure these things
are fresh in the minds of each and every member
of this Chamber; that is enough, I think, on that
point. You may recall that some years ago the
present Prime Minister of Great Britain paid a visit
10 Barbados and was entertained by the Legis-
lature. Sir Anthony Eden said then that the
business of the Government Party was to undertake
the burden of Government: the business of the
Opposition is to make that burden intolerable; so
let them vealise they must because of the Opmposition,
exercise the utmost vigilance in earrying out the
duties of Government.
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Hon, G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, the hon. ’ did not care to-take up the matier and use the

member spoke about question time.” Provision is
being made in the draft Rules to be presented to a
Seleet Committee which has been appointed. Some
hon. members will be aware that that Committee
sat. concluded their deliberations, but because the
attendance was very spasmodic—sopetimes there
were three -members, and next time there were
three others—it was finally decided to try and get
the full Committee before presenting the Rules to
the House.
ma-~ vet be Leader of the present .

Mr. HUSBANDS:

Hon. 6. H. ADAMS: T am not giving way to
the hon. member.

Mr. HUSBANDS: It is not a question of giv-
ing way; I, rise on a point of order.

Hon G. H  ADAMS: I am not giving way to
the hon. member; I am speaking on the motion for .
the adjournment. :

My HUSBANDS: ,I wondered whether the

Hon. Premier was referring to me.

Hon. ¢. . ADAMS: That question will be
seitled by the Rules. If I had been in the Opposi-
tion 1 would have found all the tbree I wanted at
question time. If the members 6f the ‘Opposition

I rise on a pomt of order '

The ex-T.eader of the ()pposition who | |

Lrains that the Almighty gave them . .. In making .
the motion for the adjournment { vml seize this
(pportunity to wish Your Honour the compliments
o1 the Season and a happy return to the House and
a successful tenure of your office.

Mr., GODDARD: Mr Speakerg on behalf of
our Pa-ty T would like te extend to vou the com-
nhnwnts of the season.

. SPEAKER: I accept
tha s-eason froni hon. members #hd I heartily re-
ciprocate them. I hope you 1l have a happy
holiday, and if we happen to see e.‘ch other we Wlll
Le able to recognise each other.

1 will take this opportunity to remind the gallery
that there should be no laughing, applause or any-
thing of the sort. If during my timq as Speaker
that sort of behaviour exists or shall exist, I will
have to take measures to stop it, You are here on
sufferance; we are glad to see you here because you
show apn interest in the work of the colony, but
while you are here you must submit yourself to the
Rules of the House.

The question that this House do now adjourn
until Tuesday, 8th January aof 3 o’clock p.n. was
put and resolved im the affirmative without division.

e compliments of

L \
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