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THE 

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL KEPORT) 

SESSION 1955-56 

PAPERS LAID 
Hon. R. G. MA P: Mr. Speaker, l am com- 

manded by His Exct! P lercy to lay Message No. 2/1956 
from His Excellency the Governor to the Honour- 
able the House of Assembly regarding the provision 
of accommodation for Barbadian workers recruited 
by road and rail transyqrt undertakings in the 
United Kingdom. 

The Message reads as  follows :- 
MESSAGE NO. 2/56. 

His &xoeLZeinqj T h e  Covlermr 
T o  

The  H o n o w b l e  T h e  House of Assembly 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 7th February, 1966. 

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to 
inform the Honourable the House of Assembly that 
plans exist for the recruitment of Barbadians on a 
considerable scale by road and rail  transport under- 
takings in the United Kingdom. I n  some cases, how- 

ever, the employing undertaking is unwilling t~ 
proceed with recruitment unless satisfactory arrange- 
ments are made for the accommodation of the workers. 

2. There arq individuals in the United Kingdom 

M.P. 1001/S.10/22 
Hon. Dr. H. G. .Ii CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 

on behalf of the Hon. Premier, I aam commanded 
by His Excellency to lay Message No. 3/1956 from 
His Excellency the Governor to the Ho~iourable the 
H'ouse of Assembly presenting the draft Estimatec; 
of Revenue and Expenditure for the year 1956-57. 

These Draft Estima.tes are laid today. I t  is pro- 
posed to begin consideration of the Estimates on the 
28th February, and to pass the Appropriation Eill 
on the 13th March, 1956. I say that fcr  the benefit 
of hon. members. 

The Message reads as follows:- 

IvtESSAGE NO. 311956 
His Excellency T h e  Governor 

To 
T h e  Hono~uvrabLe T h e  House Of Assembly 

His ,Enrc;ellency the Governor has the honour to 
present for the consideration of the Honoux able House 

Pursuant to adjournmeilt the Hollse 'of Assem- who would be able and willing to make aceommoda- 
bly met a t  3 o'clock p.m., today. I lion available for Barbadian workers provided that  

Present : 1 they receive certain msistancq from this Government. 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker)  ; 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. cUbIMINS, c.B.E., T,<~.D., c.M., 
(Minister of Xocial Xervices) ; Hon. M. E. Cox, (Min-  

3. I n  view of the potential importance of this 
recruitment, the Liaison Officer, Barbadian Immi- 
grants' Welfare and Liaison Service, has been 
authorised to enter into agreements with ister of C o ~ ~ n i c a t i o n s ,  W o r k s  and Housing) ; Mr. ; such persons on the basis either of loans L. E.  SmIm, J.P.7 (Chairmm o f  Committees) ; 1 by this G ~ ~ ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  to be for the pro- R. G. MMP, (Minister of  T ~ a d e ,  I n d m t r r  and Lab- I vision and equipment of accommodation, or of 

our )  ; Mr. T. 0. BRyAN, MI'. F. C. GODDARD, (Leader ( guarantees by this Gover-ent of a rnrtain 
of  Ornosition) ; J. A. HAyNEs7 B.A', 
J. C. Mr. V. B. VAumAN and Mrs. E' E. 
 BOURN^. 

Prayers were read. 

MINUTEX 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the inform 
the Hlouse that the Minutes of the 12th January, 
1956 have been printed and circulated and unless 
there be any objection, the Minutes will BC taken as 
read and confirmed. 

There being n o  ob jection, the  minutes were 
taken as read a%,d con~firmed. 

gross income from charges for board and lo&ing. In 
every case the interests of Barbadian emigramts and 
of this Government will be fully safeguarded by pro- 
visions in the agreements relating to such matters as 
the availability, standard and cost of the  accommo- 
dation, the repayment of and security for loans, and  
so on. The cost will be charged to Head XXXI,  
Labour Department. Item 18, Emigration. 

R. D. H. ARm"DELL, 
@overnor. 

Government House, 
Barbados. 

2nd. February, 1956. 



of Assembly the draft Estimates of Revenue and Ex- 
penditure for the financial year 1956-57. 

move the suspension of Rules 88 & 89. I hope 
when this House goes into Conlmictee this Reso- 

R. D. H. ARUNDELL, 
Governor. 

Government House, I 
Barbados. 

6th February, 1956. 
(M.P. 1356 Vol. XVI) 

On behalf of the Hon. Premier, I ail1 also com- 
rnanded by His Excellency $0 lay: The Civil Estatj- 
lishment (Leave Passages) (Amendment) Order 
1956. 

Also,-Quarterly Return of Transacticns in Rum, 
to 31st. December, 1955. 

Hon. M. E. COX : M'. Speaker, I am corn- 
rnanded by His Excellency the Governor to lay 
btatement of Post Office Advances for payment ,f 
Money Orders, to 31st October, 1955. 

REPLIES 

Hon. R. G .  MAPP: I beg to !ay reply to 
Question No. 25 asked by the hon. sellior ?ember 
for St. George (Mr. Barrow) regarding c~onopolistic 
practices. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to lay reply to quea- 
--ion N ~ .  67 asked by the ELon. jugior rneqber for ~ t .  
John (Mr. V. B. Vaughan) regarding rates of over- 
time payment for certain members of the Wate1.- 
works staff. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMTNS: 1 beg to lay 
%ply to Question No. 69 asked by the :)on. senior 
member for St. Lucy regarding the disposal of 
clothing received from the United I<ir,gc?om. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker, on behalf 
cpf the Hon. Premier I beg to give notic; of the fol- 
lowing :- 

"Resolution to approve the Order enlitled "The 
Civil Establishment (Leave Passages) (Amendment) 
Order, 1956. " 

On my own behalf, I beg to give 1-otice of thz 
following :- 

Resolution to place the sam of $50,000 at  the 
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Co~nmittee ts 
supplement the Estimates 1955-56, Part  11, Capita!, 
as shown in Supplementary Estimate, 1S55-56, N,). 
R8 which forms the Schedule to the Res7lntion. 

I n  cornecti~on with this Resolution For $50,000, 
I intend to ask leave to move the suspension of Ru1r.s 
88 and 89 in order to proceed with ti:ib Resolutiort 
to-day This Resolution is to rehabilitate certain 
~ r i v i e s  and closets which have been blown down in 
St. Michael and the City Bridgetown during the 
recent hurricane. This money is urgently needed. 

Also, Resolution t~ place the sum of $21,690 at  
the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Commit- 
tee to supplement the Estimates 19.55-56, Par t  1, 
Current, as shown in the Supplen~~ntary  Estimate 
1955-56, No. 69, which forms the Schedule to the 
Resolution. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give 
notice of the follorwing Resolution :--Resolution to 
place the sum of $2,315 a t  the disposal of the Gov- 
ern!~r<iin-Exec~ti've Committee to lsu~plelnent the 
Estimates, 1955-56, Part  T, Current, as shown in thr 
Supplementary Estimate 1955-56, NO. 67, which 
fo&ns t.h,el Schedule to the ltesolntion. 

I will also like to inform Your Honour that it 
i s  my intention to have this Resolution dealt with 
today. The Hon. Minister of Social Services has 
already intimated to the House that he intends to 

lution will be considered when tlase Rules ara 
suspended. 

Hon. Dr. H. C. H. CLIMM1NS: Mr. Speaker, 
1 beg to give notice of my ii~tention to move the 
IJouse into Committee of Supply ab its next meeting 
to consider the Resolution for $21,690 given notice of 
earlier today. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CCKXINS: Mr. Speaker, 
On behalf of the Premier 1 beg to give notice of the 
f ol!omiqg :- . 

Bill to continue various expixing laws. 
Rill to repeal the Acts of this Island which pro- 

vide for the issue of currency notes issued by t h e ,  
Commissioners of Currency of thg Colonies of British 
Guiana and Trinidad & Tobago, to effect amendments 
t" the Currency Act, 1950, consequent upon the ap- 
peal of the aforementioned Acts, and to provide for 
watter8 incidental thereto or connected therewith. 
2.25 p.m. 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. W. A. CRAWFORD: To enquire of the 
Appropriate Minister : 

Will the Minister cause to be laid, a t  the earli; 
est date possible, 011 the Table of the House, an 
audited statement 

(1) The total number of omnibuses taken over 
by the Government during the year 1955 from 
Concessionaires. 

(2) Total operational costs of these 'buses to 
31st December, 1955, showing :- 

(a )  amounts paid to staff, including cleri- 
cal, supervisory and other administra- 
tive empioyees. 

(b)  total amounts spent on petrol and oil 
and names of concerns from which 
purchases of these commodities were 
made. 

(c) total amounts paid and due to non- 
government owned repair shops and 
garages and names of such Eoncerns. 

(d) total estimated costs of repairs and 
nlaintenance carried out in goverii- 
nlent owned repair shops. 

(e)  estimate of interest due to concession- 
aires for the period. 

( f )  total cost of taxes and insurance. 
(3) Amouiirs spent on Tyres and other acces- 

sories. 
(4) Gross Revenue received for the period. 
Mr. L. E. SMITH: TO enquire of the Minis- 

ter of AgricumFe :- 
Is  Government aware of the hardship experi- 

enced by workers in the Sugar Industry in having 
to raise the required one-fourth share towards the 
purchase of chattel houses under the Labour Wel- 
fare Housing Scheme? 

2. Will Government consider the advisabil- 
ity of 

1. Deleting the required one-fourth; or 
2. Instituting a small nominal deposit of 

$50 in place of the said one-fourth. 
Mr. L. E .  SMITH: To enquire of the Minis- 

t e ~  of Agriculture :- 
Is  Government aware of the hardship experi- 

enced by small property owners in raising the sixty 
percent required by the Peasants7 Loan Bank for 
the purpose of buying or clearing off mortgages 
etc. 8 

2. Will Government consider the advisability 
of reversing the stipulations of t he  Bank so as  .to 
make i t  possible for property owners to raise 40% 1 in place of 60%. 
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BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move 
that the Bill to continue various expiring laws be 
now read a first time. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to second that. 
The question that the Bill be now lead a first 

time was put and carried nem. con. 
Hon D r  H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move 

that the following Bill be now read L first time. 
Bill to repeal the Acts of this Island which 

C provide for the issue of currency notes issued by 
the Commissioners of Currency of the Colonies of 
British Guiana and Trinidad & Tobago, to effect 
amendments to the Currency Act, 1950, consequent 
upon the repeal of the aforementioned Acts, and 
to provide for matters incidental thereto or c011- 
nected therewith. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.  
Tze qquestww that the Bill be now yead a first 

tzlme was put and carried nem. con. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker. 1 would like 
to ask for two months' leave for the hon. junior 
member for  St. James, as from to-day. 

There being NO objsct*on, leave was granted the 
71.m. member. 

LEAVE TO SUSPEND RULES 88 & 89 

I beg to move that Head X-stand part. 
Hon M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I really would 

like to know what this is all about, because I did 
not hear wbat was said. 

3Ir. CHAIBMAh' : The question has alreadj- 
been put. 

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I am asking, 
for the benefit of those who have not been able to- 
follow what is being said. to have a recommittal of - 
Head X. 

Mr GODDARD: I beg to second that. 
3.35 p.m. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H.  CUMMINS: 1 sccept that 
motion. However, I was suggesting that we might 
go through the Schedule and then come back to this 
Head. 

Mr. ALLDEE: I am wondering what is hap- 
pening. A couple of yeads ago a t  this time of the 
year when the crop is soon to be started, there was 
an arrangement whereby a Committee was set u p  t o  
discuss the possibilities of trying, by holding meet- 
ings and so on, to see if the incidents of cane fires 
could Ee lessened and I notioe that this Department 
kas had to do much work in  that respect. I think 
you, Mr. Chairman, were a member )of this Com- 
mittee, a,nd I am wondering if the Government has 
:lot considered setting up a similar anti-.Cane F i r e  
Committee whereby the work of this Department 
would be lessened. I have not been able to bear 
anything about the setting up  'of any such Commit- 
tee, and in some piaces the crop has alreadv been 
started. I feel that that committee did a l lo t  of Hon. Dr. H. CUMMINS: I beg to [ work by way of propaganda; it went all over the that & be suspended for the rea- 

sons given a little earlier. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
There being no objectiom Leave was grain~ted. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move 
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and 
that the House go in,to Committee of Supply and 
that it be an  instruction to the House when in 
Committee of Supply to consider two Money Reso- 
lutions for $50,000 and $2,315 given notice of ear- 
lier to-day. 

Hon M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
~h~ beilzg and carq.zled men. con. 
SPEAKER ,left the Chair, and the House weqzt 

imto committee of ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ ,  Mr. 8 3 1 1 ~ ~  in the 
Clhair. 

Dr: H. G. H. CUMMINS: chairman, 
1 am asking leave to take charge of the two Reso- 
lutions stand in the name of the hen. sa- 
ior member for St. Joseph who is absent. 

Supplementary Estimates 1955-56 No. 64 

Hon Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: This is a sup- 
plemcntary Estimate and in accordance with the 
custom,-T  ill take the Heads individually and 
then move the total sum. 

Head X - Fire Brigade 

Head X -Fire Brigade-ais called. 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Head X is a 

supplementary Estimate in connection with trav- 
elling done by the Fire Brigade. The amount of 
fires sir, which the Brigade has to attend has in- 
creased; consequently, the Fire Officer and his 
assistant have to travel more because of this, and 
the vote is almost exhausted. This amouilt of 
$260 is required to carry on until the end of the 
Financial Year. 

districts holding meetings and the Department was 
much relieved as a result. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I n  answer to  
the hon. member, I wodd  like to say that the Hon. 
Minister under whose portfolio this matter falls, 
happens to be absent; but  I will m e n t i ~ r  the hou. 
member's 'observation on that point. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, now that  we are 
this Head, there is just a little thing which has 

been exercising my mind, avd i t  is this. I think 
generally the country has developed and is de- 
veloping, and I am wondering if we should continue 
to rely on the water resources of the Cclory, which 
are used for drinking p u r p w s ,  to be also used for  
extinguishing fies. I want to suggest, a s  is dove in 
every big country, that we take some central point 
On the water front and run a six or eight-inch main 
for two miles carrying sea water which could be 
used either far  the purpose of extinguishing fires oi- 
for cleaning the street and other things. I have read 
much of that taking place in  big countries and there 
has been a tremendous saving. I n  cases where it 
is needed, other equipment could be brought into 
service. 

I am wondering whether the Government would 
oonsider laying a sea water main whereby you 
would considerably relieve the supply of water which 
is being used a t  present; but  when th:vgs like these 
are not before people's eyes, you get a ready rejec- 
tion by hon. members who are not prepared to think 
on them. However, in big countries they rely on 
sea water for street cleaning and fire fighting. I 
think we have reached the stage of our develop- 
ment where we should consider these things. 1 am 
simply asking that these matters be considered. 1 
know that they will probably be thrown to the 
ground by those who would not think of them; but 
these things are done in  big countries. For the 
Purposes of the record, I am asking that the Head 
of the Department make the iiecessary recommell- 
dations and request the Government to adopt such 
a system. 
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Mr. LEWIS:  I do not see why the hon. memb~r  
should be so pessimistic aibout his suggestion. What 
he has suggested is not only done i n  big countries, 
but i t  has been done in this very place. I t  is true 
;hat there is a direct taking of the water for  the 
gurpose which the hon. member has mentioned, and 
'riot putting it in a mair. However, I do not think 
that anybody should feel that this is such a re- 
~olut ionary idea for Barbados. Sea watel has been 
used for putting out fires, and the very Lord Wil- 
loughby which was imported here has the facilities 
for using sea water for extinguishing a Gre in Bridgc- 
towv. As far  as flushing i s  concerned, that was a 
daily activity in the City a t  one time, and I myself 
wondered why i t  was stopped. They not only flushed 
the gutters, but also the streets. Of course I heard 
that some car owners said that after the road was 
flushed with sea water and the cars passed over it, 
the water used to enter the fenders and rust them 
out. 

Mr. MILLE,R: I was not being pessimistic about 
what hon. members would think or believe; I was 
thinking of a distribution of water through a main 
about two miles from the City. I was thinking of 
that as a service to the community in the thickly 
populat,ed areas of the City, and of the service tbo 
the Island generally. 

The question, that Head X stand part of the 
Sahe&le was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

Industrial Schools 
1 

Bead XVII-Industrial Xchools-was called. 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: This Head deal3 

with two Items under the Head "Industrial 
Schools." They have recently acquired a new truck 
which they have to equip with a platform, number 
plate, locks to gas tanks, spare tyres and tool box 
and painting, and the various amounts fcr these items 
are set out in the notes. There is also a n  amount 
for the upkeep of gardens, for livestock and traas- 
port units. I beg to move that Eead XVII stand 
r ~ a r t  of the Schedule. 

i 
l 

3.45 p.m. i 
Hon. M. E. COX : I beg to second that. 
Mr. CRAWFORD : Before the question is put, 

Mr. Chairman, I just wanted to enquire whether the 
Hon. Minister does not think that thc bum of $450 is 
somewhat extravagant merely for fittillg ;. platform 
to a lorry. I have not had one done mysrlf, but if 
I did have to fit one, I doubt very nueh that I would 
pay the sum of $450 for doing that. 

I enquired of i b  because i t  appears exorbitant to 
me and any hon. member who knows morr- about it 
than I and who can enlighten me on it, I will be 
glad to hear something. 

The question that Head XVII  stand part was 
put alud ~esollved i??, the affirmative without d;ivisio~. 

General Hospital I 

Head is $1,040 to meet living-ouc allowsnce to Nurses. 
As the Note to the item states, five more Nurses are 

' iivlrlg out. as the rooms formerly occupici by them 
are being used as dressing rooms for  Nurse:. who are 
living out. It is necessary to have these rooms for the 
purpose of changing uniforms and so on. 

The sum of $20,000 is reqxired for  the purchase 
of provisions. This is due to increased prives, short- 
age of certain cheap foodstuffs and the need for pro- 
viding special diet to T.B. patients 

l beg to move that Head X X I I l  (2) stand part. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second tiiat. 
Mr. LEIVIS: Nr. Chairman, I am going to raise 

a question which moxw particularly corxerns the 
first Item under this Head. I would like to let the 
hon. member know that there is a ruwour going the 
rounds now to the effect that patients going to the 
General Hospital ( I know of a t  least one) for X-ray 
pictures (not X-ray treatment) have been reion- 
mended not to bother anymore with the X-ray de- 
partment at  the General Iiospital, but t,, go else- 1 where and have i t  done. That is a very ugly rumour. 
I know it has the flavour 01 dissatisfactio~~ with the 
service nendered at the General Hospital. My in- 
formation is that the incidents have been reported In 

1 the proper quarter, but I am mentioning i t  here so 
I that the Hon. Minister of Health should give the 

matter the necessary attention. Of co~lrse, any 
1 patient who is dissatisfied with the service a t  the 
I General Hospital has the opportunity of changing 

his doctor or radiologist, if he can; but, I mentioned I this matter because if does not souatJ nice to know 

Head X X I I I  ( 2 )  General Hospital, was called. 
Hon. Dr. H.  C.. H. CUIVJMINS: This ilead deals 

with the General Hospital and the surn of $6,9310 is 
needed for service rendered by Specialist Officers 
and Medical Staff. This is mally necessary because of 
the increase i n  the number of operations OII patients : 
and naturally if that is increased, the fezs paid to 
Specialist officers will bs increased. This amount is 
~equired to carry on until the end of March this year. 
I t  is just an advance and it will eventually find its 
way back into the Treasury owing to the arrange- 
ments made that half of the fees charged will be pslid 
into the Treasury. The next sum required under this 

that you have such expensive and up-to-date equip- 
ment a t  thie General Hospi'ial and then for some- 
'body to recommend a patient not to pursue that 
course for treatment but to go elsewhere d he wants 
satisfaction. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Before the Hon. Minister of 
Social Services replies to that point, I would like to 
add something further to it. Will1 respect to thl. 
case in which I have heard something similar to w h a ~  
the hon. junior member e r  the City was pointing 
out, the patient was advised to go to a private clinic 
which is alleged to be now in possession of much 
equipment which previouslv belonged to the General 
Hospital: and it was felt that when the Government, 
parted with that equipment to this private Hospital 
iL was not good enough for the purpose of the &v- 
ernment and that is why we allowed the General Hos- 
pital to part with it. I would be glad if the Hon. 
Minister of Social Services would tell us something 
about it. 1 have first-hand information that this 
raying; patient has been.told that he could get his 
X-ray picture taken outslde of the General Hospital 
better. I know there is some difficulty in getting an 
appointment for an X-ray photograph at the Gen- 
eral Hospital but  I am wondering if the equipment 
there is not working satisfactorily, or if another Ra- 
diologist is needed, or, if the present one is not pull- 
ing her weight. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: While we are on this subject, 
Mr. Chairman, I wish to draw something to the at- 
tention of the Hon. Minister of Social Services. As 
I have said on a former occasion, he cannot possibly 
irilow everything involving the adwinistration of 
these Departments. It has been brought to my atten- 
tion that there is alwa$s a large crowd awaiting for 
treatment in the Casualty. I understaxd i t  is con- 
siderably larger than what it was when 1 used to be 
t h e ~ e :  alnd owing to that, a lot of hardship and in- 
convenience are caused to the people seeking atten- 
tion because there is only one Clerk to take the names 
of them; and when he goes to breakfast no one i s  
there a t  all. Is  i t  not possible to get another Clerk 
from the Office to help and relieve that Clerk whe.1 
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he happens to be absent so as to enable names 0 4  

tne persons attending the Casualty to be attended t o  
quicker than is done a t  present and without any 
break in the taking of them? I see no reason why the 
people seeking treatment in the Casualty should be 
made to stand waiting there for an hour or more. I 
do not think i t  is absolutely necessary, so I am draw 
ing i t  to the Hon. Minister's attention in order that 
he can draw i t  to  the attention of the Superintendent 
of the Hospital. The situation does caure h a r d s h i ~  
and inconvenience as well as additional expense +o 
the people, because very often they have to go away 
m d  return next day and that means that they have 
to pay additiananal bus fares. 

There is this unfortunate attitude among minor 
staff in several Government Departments. The; 
seem to t h i ~ k  that it does not matter, when i t  copes 
to the average person, who is the most important 
Fprson to the Government. That is a deplorable at- 
titude and one which should be corrected. I do not 
believe that the Ministers are aware of this attitude 
and I therefore draw i t  to the Hon. Minister's atten- 
tion because I believe if he knqws of it he will inform 
the authorities in order that it ixay be rectified. 
2.55 p.m. 

Mr. HAYETAS: I -V ould like to d l ~ w  the Min- 
ister's attention to the Eye Department at  the Hos- 
pital. I understand .... .... 

Hon. Dr. li. G H CUlllrMIKS: &lay I remind 
hon. members tha,t tb'a is really out ,f order. This 
debate deals lwilh Sp*waliis Officers, and Medical 
Staff, Living-o~t  allowd~ce to Nurses, Provisions and 
Specialist Nurses; therefore, the Eye Department 
has nothng to do with it. 

I l r  HAYNES : 511. Chairman, what I am going 
to speak abuu; is q u ; k  revelant. Alter all, there is 
an Eye Specialist as  %ell as a Physlc,;;n Specialist 
a d  SO on, so I think - am in ordei there; and I 
. hould have thought that the Aiinister would have 
welcoAutd a little knowr :dge about what ,- happening; 
J thought so. I understand that at  this Eye Depart- 
ment- 1 ~1o  not think thcre is an  Eye Specialist-but 
they are supposed to go at  certain hours-and I ail1 
told b) gocd authority, that people who are supposed 
to go there a t  twelve have to wait a long time before 
being attended to. I t  is not a t  all fair. They have 
a habit of going a t  two and nlovlng before four. 
Well, I mean you can imagine that is cutting their 
hours in half and I think something should b .  
seriously done about it, because four hours are 
small enough to attend to eyes: but if you are going 
to cut i t  to two hours that would not do. 1 think the 
hon. member would do the country a great deal of 
,ustice if he would look into this important matter 
and find out if i t  is correct. I have been told this 
by one or two of my constituents; therefore, I t a l~e  it 
that they would not be telling me anything that if 
liot correct; but I do not see why these medical m,u 
qllould not be made to come to til-~e. After all, I 1'0 

not mean fifteen minutes, but two hours, I think, is 
absolutely fantastic. That is my opinion and I think 
cthers will agree with me. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Before you put the question 
Sir, a previous speaker drew attention to the unsatis- 
factory treatment on the part of the cipiical staff be- 
cause of insufficient nuabers  at  the Casualty. I do 
know from complaints made to me t2at people are 
kept waitlrg almost ~f l te r i inably  foq trtatment. You 
go in the morning a t  an early houi :;rG late in the 
afternoon you still havc not been aitcnded to. The 
honourable junior member ior  St. Jobn claims that 
the Clerical StafE iq  insufficient, but il hppears to m 
that the Medical Staff is also insufficient. Most G ?  
the people who go there are in  paln of some sort of 
another and have to remain almost tke entire day 

1. ithout treatment. I t  is agonising, to say the lea& 1 
also had drawn to my attention th t  case of a woman 
who went ., tne Hoa~ i l a l  unsent. As a matter OL 

fact when the poor woman went there she was actual- 
ly in the last stages 01 pregnancy, and to use the local 
pnraaeology, she was in labour; and would yon be- 
lieve it, Sir, that the medical authorities there 
refused to examine her unless she could furnish a 
certificate froill her own doctor saying that she was 
pregnant? She went there in the morning at half 
past six and my information is that at  three o'clock 
the examining Medical Authority told her that he 
could not accept that she was pregnant unless she 
produced a certificate from her own doctor, and the 
monian was sent from the Hospital to her doctor for 
a certificate showing she v a s  pregnant. As a 
nlattcr of fact, she returned with the certificate and 
had the child the same evening. Well now, her em- 
ployer brought the facts and the case to my attention 
some ti~lle after. 

I know nothing of the policy under which the 
110,pital is condactcd, ilor do I know whether the doe- 
tor was justified in demanding a certificate of preg- 
rlancy from her doctor, before she was accepted for 
Lreatment, but whatever be the policy of the Hospital 
in this connecition it appears to be almost inhuman, 
because a n j  doctor would know when a woman is in 
the last stages of pregnancy, and the fact that the 
woman hail the child the same evening attested to 
the fact that she was in the final stages. It was only 
good fortune that she did not have the child on the 
way back to the doctor for the certificate to r d u r n  
10 the Hospital. Certainly, Mr. Chairman, if even 
the established principle is that you must have a  er- 
tificate froill your private doctor, I believe that excep- 
tion should be made in  exceptional cases, and a 
woman in pregnancy should not be left to  t a e  
chances with her life merely because when she e a  
tered the Hospital a t  that late stage she had no cer- 
tificate. I x u s t  regard i t  as incredible; but  the 
woman's employer assured me of the factors of the 
case anij if he were not deeply perturbed about it, 
he would not have brought it to my attention. 

I-Ion. Dr. H. G. H.  CUMMINS: I have always 
said if you will give me the information I will have 
these cases investigated ; so i t  is of no use saying that 
I hear so and so. Give me the names of the persons 
and so on and I will have them investigated. I t  seems 
fantat is .  

Mr. CRAWFORD : On a point of order, I do not 
want to interrupt, but it sounded so fantastic to me 
when I heard it a week ago that I went and tele- 
phoned the employer for confirmation and he said 
exactly what I said this afternoon. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H, CUMMINW: Sir, If he tele- 
phones the employer again I will have the matter in- 
vestigated. 
4.05 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I really feel that I must give 
the Hon. Minister a bit of advice. I t  is a very 
dangerous thing in any small community to expect 
people to go around dishing out names when we 
have only oae Hospital to which they c m  go when 
they are ill. The Hon. Mini&er must be well aware 
of the fact that i t  is a most difficult thing to get 
people to come and say that they are even over- 
charged for things when the Price Control Authori- 
ties would be glad for some information which 
would assist them. That is common knowledge; 
even people who have been fleeced have refused to 
allow themselves to be d r a m  into cases to prevent 
them from being fleeced again. If t h e e  is only one 
Wospital in 'the island and you have to go back 
there when you are ill, there is no boubt about it 
that somebody will knowr your name. 
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I am asking this question which I would like 
the Hall. Minister to ponder. I quite agree that 
he has not got sufficient information about this 
matter, and I disagree with honourable members 
waiting until a vote like this comes up before taking 
advantage of 'the situation. This matter should have 
been brought to the Hon. Minister's attention before 
today. I t  should have been told to him even yesrter 
day that this thing occurred, and he could have 
made investigations abo~rt it. Somebody could have 
said during the day yesterday that no such incident 
occurred a t  the Barbados General Hospital. If the 
Hon. Minister is told that by the persons who should 
know, and then after that the hon. member could 
give him concrete evidence that it did happen, the 
Minister would have a case against the employee. 
The Hon. Minister has said that you must have these 
cases in writing, but from my experience I find that 
people are willing to Come to representatives in this 

and air their grievances; and, if YOU ask: 
L 'Can I mention your name", they will say "If 
that is the way You want to investigate it, the11 
drop it." I 

I take that it is not a good thing, 'llly 
One people to go making them" 
selves nuisances. I f  that matter had been reported 

I certainly would have got in touch with the 
Minister and =id: " I t  is quite alright for you to 
enquire if such a tlling at the 

-- - - - - - -- --p - - 

be made in the 1956-57 estimates for \t,cuges a 
caretaker under item-"Unestablished starf:'. 

I n  future this matter will be dealt w i ~ ~ l  ~ n d e r  a 
different Head; it will no longer be put under the 
13eacl "Incidentals", but under the Head *'Unest&. 
lishtd staff". I kg to move that Head ~ ~ 1 1 1  ( 7 )  
stand part of the Schedule. 

H o n  31. E. COX : I beg to second that. 
Tha question, that Head X X I I I  ( 7 )  btanid p w t  o j 

fha Schedule was pt a~ resolved in, {he afimativle 
without d i l , k h ,  

Head XXIV 

Barbados Regiment 

Head XA71V-Barbados Regimmt--was d e d .  
Hon. Dr. H .  G. H. CUMMJ[NS: hir. Lhairman, 

this Head deals l ~ t h  the Barbados Regiment. Hon. 
members will remember that the whoietime staff of 
the Wgiment and their families are given free 
&ledical and Dental treatment. That was in accord- 
ance with the express wishes of the House Eome years 
ago when the Staff Officer was extended that courtesy, 
and the House decided that the same courtesy should 
do be extended to whole-t.me employees of the 
Regiment. This vote has been expended, 
the amount left is very small and we are therefor+ 

4 asking for $1,000 to carry on the finmcial year. 
Hospital last week, the 15th of last month or yes- r' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ b l ~  members remem,3er tllat a sew 
terday morning." So long as you pinpoint the ago a similar thing occurred, and s t e ~ s  are now 
time, the Minister can enquire of it, and he can bIeing taken to put the matter on a different footing. 
get the facts of the case. I am asking him to adopt I 

There will now be a regular Medical Officer who will 
that because it is very to get pea- attend to these nzelz their families, and when they 
ple to allkow their names to be mentioned; and in require hospitalimtion they will Se seat to the Gen- this case, i't is really unnecessar>+. Somebod~ a t  the 
Hospital would know what has happened, and if vral Hospital and not to a Nursing Homc where high 

iills are likely to be piled up. I beg to move that you pick out a particular date, the matter can be lIead stand part of the Schedule. 
investigated. If i t  is a fact that such a thing has 
happened, the method I have suggested should be *.l5 

the one to be adopted so as to prevent people who 
Hon. M. E. COX : I beg to seconcl that. 

are enduring something from 'being afraid of mm- Mr. LEWIS:  I am glad to  hear the Hm. Min- 

tioning it, they may have to go back to the istcr repeat that something is being done, but we 

Hospital. were given the assurance years ago that something 

Mr. CR,AWFORD : I am quite willi~lc: to r;ive was being done along the lines of providing this treat- 

the name of the person to the Hon. Minister private. nlent a t  our own Hospital- If the m e e r  lVants go 

ly, if he so desires it. outside. then llet him go outside. I must :ay that if 

T h e  question, that Hedd x-111 (2)  riand $1,440 is a reasonable average based on the number 

o f  #he ,qohedule wes and resolved in the  o ; f h a -  of. years that this pmvision has been goin? 0% then 

tive withowt &V%&%. 
thls additional $1,000 is a rather great percentage of 
increase. 

Head XXIII (7) However, Sir, I know that  it is not estimated 
with any degree of accuracy: but I IVOUICI not like 

Health {Centres the idea to be spread that we are instittlting a system 
for the purpose of cheapeving this thing, but for giving 

Head X X I I I  ( 7 )  - Healt7t Centres-was called. the people proper medical attention. I hope i t  is 
HOn Dr. H. G. H. C m m N S :  &Tr. Chairman, known that the idea behind tha changc in the system 

this Head deals with Health Centres, as Iron. mem- is that you are not changing because it costs you 
bers will see. The note says : "Consequent c;o the ex- more money hut that you are changing i t  because the 
pansion of the a t  the St. Mieha< l Healtil person can get better medical attention. 
Cel~tre i t  has been found that the provision of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUnfMINS: Mr.. Chairman, to 
$210 under Item 31, "Stationery" is inadequate to satisfy the honourable member I am gaillg to say this. 
meet commitments to the end of the finant ial year. First of all, he said that a similar thing W% said on 
Supplementary provision of $120 is now rquired."  the last occasion. On the last occasion, WC did take 

The same thing applies with even more force i11 the opportunity to warn the authorities to watch 
respect of the B.C.G. Campaign, 2nd the Aedes this vote. On this occasion we are appointmg, as  in 
EoZlpti Campaign More staff is l-equircd ~ n d  more the case of the Police, a Medical Officer to whom the 
stationery is needed. As regards contingencies, the people of the Barbados Regiment can go for medical 
note u~~ April, 1955, it was decided t h g  the attention and that Medical Offcm will get an annual 
wages and cost of living aliowance of a cwetalrei wlary:  and in  the case of anything sericus those 
($728) hitherto met from Capital Expenditure-111 people will go to the General Hospital for treatment. 
Medical Services-should be met from Item 38-111- I think that explanation will meet with the satisfsc- 
cidentals-$600 and supplementarv provis;on so~lgllt tion of this committee. 
to  cvver the amount of these emoluments. Provision Mr. A U D E R :  I do not know if this Medical 
of $700 is now accordingly. Provision will Officer will only be allocated t o  those who get free 



medical attention in, tile Bar'3ados Regime11 now. I 
hope the whole Army will get free medical aLtent~o:i 
because sometime in the past a t  at parade one of the 
soldiers biecame seriously ill with hernla a i l c l  because 
he was not one of those to whom free medical atten- 
tion is given he was unable to get this assistance from 
the Government. 

What worries me about this mattel. is that there 
was provision of the sum of $1,440 m the present 

T h e  pes t iow that Red XXIV,  stand part was 
put and agrleed to. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move 
that this Resoluti'on for the sum of $32,200 do now 
pass. 

Hon. M. E. COX:  I beg to second that. 
The  question was pui and resolved in, the  aff irm 

tive without division,. 
4.25 p.m. 

~ s t i m a t e s  for this service and the finaliciai $ar will I 
come to an  end in mother month or two, yet you see 1 

SUPPLEIMENTARY ESTIMATES NO. 68 

the sum of $1,000 asked for to cover thls short period. 
All I can hope is that this additional sum of $1,000 I Sanitary Conveniences 
will not be spent. But  there is yet another danger 
in  our voting this sum. When you vote such hand- 

sums to supplement current ~~~i~~~~~ before 
the time comes for another annual expenditure to be 
gone into, i t  gives some sort of encouragement to 
&hose who have to handle these expenGitures to act 

liberauy. I prefer to see lu 
lution asking for a smaller amount than necessary 
and if through the occurrence of unfcreseen circum- 
stances between now and the 1st April, it is necessary 
for you to  come for more money you can come and 
ask for the additional sum. I am sure all honourable 
members will &!Tee that if You estimate it to 
$1,440 for  the financial Year,  hen you 
months before the financial year is out and ask for 
$l,@o that is unbusinesslike. It will cailse those who 
benefit from this scheme in the mgiment zlways to 
go and get the most expensive medical at~ention. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: &. Chairma:, 
the next Resolution is for the sum #of $50,600 to make 
~'ovision for privies and closets. The Addendum. 
the Resdution is quite explanatory as  it sets it out a; 
follows :- 

The Commissioners of Health, St. Michael, have 
reported that approximately 825 closets destroyed by 
hurricane i L ~ a n e t v  remain to be rebuilt. The mat- 
ter is urgent as the spread of flyborse disease such 
as typhoid is to be avoided at all cost. 

I t  is proposed that these savitary conveniences 
should be restored by the ~~~~i~~ ~~~~d a cost of 
approximately $60 per unit Nor a total cost of $50,000 
for which provision is now required. 

These will be built by the Housing Board and 
-\\~jth the assistance of the Sanitary authorities wll] 
be distributed to the 

I beg to move that this Eesdution do now pass. 
We had some Resolution here some time ago don.  l<. G. IVTAPP : 1 beg to second that. 

which made provision for the birth of a child and Mr. GODDAW : Mr. Chairman, surely an  ex- 
that cost the t a x p ~ e r 3  a greater sum it would ' planation as to whether this is only for  81. Wcharl 
cost for medical attelltion to the relatives of that I should have been given. Did we have a hurricane in 
family. That is the reason why I say that in these 
cases when you show a willingness to give whatever 
is asked for you certainly can get some Wlandering- 

I would prefer to know that we have an up-ts- 
clate General Hospital or that we are aimillg towards 
that end by obtaining some of the best specialists 
a r d  equipment there. I would really Eke the Hon. 
Minister of Social Services to give ins*ruction that 
the personnel of the Army and their families when- 
ever in need of medical attention should be sent t o  
the General I-Iospital and that they be 3ven the best 
attention there insttad of alloming those ~ff icers  and 
their wives to go to the most expensive clinic, ?rob- 
ably because one of them might have boil on 
their arm. I believe anyone will say tha$ the service, 
equipment and  the personnel at  the Gei era1 Hospital 
nre better than what you can get outside- The 
 id^ service is purely an exclusive service based On 
one's social standing. 

I hope the Hon. Minister of Health %ill considex 
these matters in the future. I t  seems to me that the 
txpenditure on this Item is increasing faster and 
faster. So much SO, that I am wondering :f an epidemic 
were to break out among the members ~ ? f  the 
ment what will happen. However, Sir, I just want 
the Hon. Minister of Health who has control over 
this matter to view the possibility of having the ex- 
penditure on this Item cut down in the future. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, i t  is very good to 
know that the Government has seen that this sort of 

Li.arbaclus, or ln St. Michael only? 'llhe damage, as 
I h o w  it, was more severe in  Christ Church, St. 
i-'hili,? and St. hxichael after that. St. Michael 
has brought out the point of the condition of these 
latrines, but I cannot understand the Government 
coming here with a Resolution such as this without 
enquiring from the other parishes or from the Hous- 
ing Board what is the condition of latrines througn- 
out tbe Island. I am not going t o  sit down and asl; 
10, ail explanation because I sincerely hoped the 
Minister would have done so when he introduced 
the Resolution. Did Government enquire whether 
the same conditions existed in other pads  of Car- 
bados other than St. Michael? If  they did not 
enquire in other parts of Barbados other than St. 
RSichael, why did they not enquire? Well, I will 
tell you now, Christ Church is no better off thag 
St. Michael and in many cases worn. We 
have not had any Typhoid cases in Christ Church. Of 
course, I do not think that Government could be so 
blind as to wait for something like that to happer 
before it dawned on them that similar conditions ex- 
isted elsewhere than in St. Michael. St. Philip, Christ 
Church and St. Michael were the three mostly affect- 
ed areas as a result of the hurricane; S+. John and 
St. George to a lesser degree, but  the Commissioners 
of Christ Church did not think that they would have 
to ~o ine  and tell Government that thtere were so many 
closets in the same condition as in St. Nichael so as 
f o  get results. IS Government only going to give 

is very high. However, if the honour- I people that ask? Is that their attitude of holding 
able senitor member for St. John who has just sat dowr~ 
leads the explanation given in the note to the par- 
ticular Item, he will see that i t  appears as if the last 
amount rendered was u p  to the end of October which 
shows that they have nearly a half year more to ac- 
count for. I take i t  that they want t o  be on the safe 
side and perhaps they might have a Bill or two out- 
standing. 

back until they were asked for help? This 
is a matter of health. Well, Sir, I am going to 
sit and I want to hear the reasons why they have 
come with this Resolution, as i t  states, for St. 
Michael, and what they intend to do 7 the othm 
parishes, because I can assure him that th, conditions 
in the other parts of Barbados are no better than in 
St. Michael. 
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Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: If I were thc: 
honourable member who just sat down I would not 
have got up. I do not know if the hoaocrable mem- 
ber is a member of the Sanitary Board jn the parish 
of Christ Church! [Mr. GODDARD : Yes, 1 am.] 
Well, if I were you, I would be ashamed to admit it. 
The St. Michael people got busy, f o u ~ d  out how 
many closets were destroyed and appealed to the Gov- 
ernment for help. The Christ Church peorlle sat down 
and did nothing and expected people to walk behind 
them and find out how many were destroytd and then 
take up  the matter; but the St. Michael people had 
some foresight and appealed to the GoverEGnt. Only 
two or three days ago since the Christ Church people 
saw this thing in the newspaper, they came along with 
something vague that some closets were blown down 
In that parish and they would like some help. The 
honourable junior member for Christ Church whto is 
one of the people responsible for the hcalth of that 
parish is nlow asking if Government is goiug to do the 
same for Christ Church, that they had a hurricane too. 
If I were he, I would be ashamed to bril g up the mat- 
ter. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I would like 
to know if the hon. junior member for St. Thomas 
is the Minister of Health for Barbados. Does he 
not know the conditions of the health of the peo- 
ple in Barbados? When i t  was drawn to his atten- 
tion by the authorities in St. Michael, he must have 
known that other parts of Barbados were in the 
sitme condition. Well, I am a Commissioner of 
Health in Christ Church and I am proud of i t  be- 
cause the conditions which now exist are as a result 
of the very active steps we took after the hurdcane 
as Government did got step in. The Commission- 
ers in Christ Church were very active and that is 
the reason why there was no outbreak of any disease 
in that parish. But this is exactly what happened 
with housing; they did nothing until we came h e x  
and squeezed i t  out of them. When I came her(. 
and asked about sheds they were the same way as 
they are over this matter of health. I t  will go dou-tl 
that in whatever they did after the hurricane struck 
Barbados, they were so vague, so unprepared, and 
up to now they do not know what should have been 
done. Well, any little first form boy would realise 
that if one parish came and said this is the condi- 
tion and we are asking you to come to our rescue, 
i t  would have been obvious that similar conditioais 
existed in other parishes. That illformation could 
have been given to him overnight; but surely when 
we think of the lethargy with which they have 
dealt with all phases of the hurricane, it was to be 
expected that they would allow i t  to continue in re- 
spect of the health of the island! 
4.35 p.m. 

Mr. CRAUTFORD: The argument of the hon. 
junior member for Christ Church is really irrefuta- 
ble. The H m .  Minister of Social Services really 
wants to provide for the House today some little 
comic relief: he really does not intend to be taken 
seriously. As Minister of Heqlth in Barbados, it is 
his overall duty to enquire into every state affect- 
icg the health of the people of this Island after the 
Hurricane. He should not be waiting on the Com- 
missioners of Health of any Parish to tell him 
whether or not some condition arising out of the 
Hurricane is injurious to the health of the com- 
~ u n i t y ;  it is farcical for him to sit there and at- 
tempt to decry the Commissioners of Health of any 
parish for not telling him of any condition which 
has developed after the Hurricane and which would 
be injurious to the health of the Island. The Gov- 
ernment has so much faith in the Commissioners of 
Health that they want to abolish them; therefore 

the Government has no excuse in sheltering behind 
the fact that the Commissioners did not report that 
latrines had been blown down. 

The Eu~r i cane  Re-housing Authority in St. 
Philip, for instance, has said most categorically that 
the Government will not repair out-houses which 
were damaged by the storm. That is the position. 
Whether the Commissioners of Health had reported 
about fallen toilets or not, the Government's, policy, 
in so far  as St. Philip is concerned, was not to spend 
a single cent on replacing out-houses, toilets or even 
shedroofs which were damaged by the storm. Even 
in cases where the owners of these out-houses were 
obviously poverty-stricken and totally unable to re  
place them, not one single cent by way of assistance 
was forthcoming. What has happened is this: it 
is not the report of the Commissioners of Health 
with regard to the destruction of toilets that is lead- 
k g  the Minister along the track, i t  is the menace 
of typhoid fever in the metropolitan area. I t  is to 
be admitted that the iiicidence of typhoid fever from 
this reason cannot be as high in the rural areas as 
it will be in a highly built-up area; but the respon- 
sibility of the Government to provide assistance for 
restoring the sanitary facilities throughout the 
Island remains. I t  is not merely because we have 
the menace of typhoid fever in St. Michael now, 
and purely in order to safeguard the health of the 
con~munity that you are going to give assistance in 
respect of the replacement of these to i l~ t s  in St. 
Michael. The responsibility of the Government is 
also inescapable in so far as helping the people who 
cannot afford to rebuild their toilets in the non- 
metropolitan areas. You may not have for some 
time as many cases of typhoid fever in the rural 
areas from the same reason as you would have in 
St. Michael for obvious reasons; but i t  does not 
meao that the Government has not got to come to 
the assistance of people in the rural areas and help 
them to restore their sanitary conveniences. If t h e  
Government can expend this money in St. Michael, 
thed they can spend less in coming to the assistance 
of people in the rural areas who have suffered in 
the same manner as the people in St. Michael have 
suffered; but thanks to the more healthy living 
conditions, these people have been spared the visi- 
t a t i ~ n  of a contagious disease like typhoid, but still 
have found themselves without these sanitary facili- 
ties through no fault of their OF. It is the Min- 
ister's duty to enquire now into the position 
throughout the Island and not to sit there awaiting 
the reports of Commissioners of Health; i t  is his 
duty to take the necessary steps to remedy the situ- 
ation, having been informed of what that situatim 
is. 

Mr. ALLDER: The only concern of the Gov- 
ernment seems to be the parish of St. Michael. I 
will support the remarks of the previous speakers 
in their criticisms of the policy of the Government 
in excluding the other ~a r i shes  where Hurricane 
damage has also taken place. The hon. junior 
member for Christ Church is correct in what he has 
said, and as I said on the last occasion when we 
rrere h ~ r e ,  as a matter of fact, I suggested to the 
Hon. Minister of Housing that he should get around 
and see some of these things for himself. I n  the 
parish of St. John, only a few days ago I was stand- 
ing over a spot which was once a latrine. The top 
structure has gone, the hole is still there, and bits 
of galvanise, which were once a part of the latrine 
were strewn in the area. What is more unfortunate 
is that the same people have been trying to get loans 
from the Labour Welfare Department to put  back 
their latrines, and they have not been able to get 
any loans. I know of cases of Rome other people 



l 
who have been suffering the same fate, anci wil,, 
\iould hare been glad to put back t~ielr  la~~*ines ,  
lxtcllens, palings and even shed roofs; but LL 
reason or other the difficulties seem to have increas- 
ed day after day relative to labourers ge t t~ng loans 
from the Department which has been put there to 
assist them in gettmg these loans to repam theic 
h~uses. 

I would like the Hon. Minister of Social Ser- 
vices to realise that this fault is solely his in view 
of the fact that as Minister of Social services with 
a Medical Department at his disposal, and ui th a 
Sanitation Officer, such a Departnleiit should be 
interested in the health of the community, whether 
it is in St. Michael, Christ Church or elsewhere. 
Since this IEurricane came along, as Authorities on 
saaitation, they should not have waited for a few 
laymen sitting down as a Sanitary Body to say that 
the latrines of the poor people have been destroyed 
and flies are carrying around typhoid fever and 
such diseases before they come to the aid of such 
people. That is a falling down of responsibility, 
not on the part of the Parochial Authorities in the 
respective parishes, because i11 case they did not 
wa11t to shoulder the responsibility. Must the Islallrl 
be allowed to become strickeil with all cpidelnic be- 
cause a lethargic Sanitary Department with so- 
called capable Officers specially trained in tropical 
medicine and so on-mast the Island suffer as a re- 
sult of these Officers failing to do what they should 
do at  the appropriate time 1 
L 4 5  p.m. 

JY1lat is more, i t  can only mean that thn Qovera- 
merit is so shortsighted, so parochiai and so ~oli t ical  
ill its outlook that i t  has done nothing about it a;- 
though i t  has been drawn to their clttei~tlon that 
typhoid fever is on the [A  VOICE: Where ? 
In Barbados and it will soon spread to Stdtion E1111 
too. 

xow, s ir ,  even if YOU will excuse thc Govern- 
merit for ignorance as regards what should have been 
done a t  the appropriate time, you certainly cannot 
excuse them now that the matter has been brought 
to their attention and they they have only brought 
down a Resolution to remedy the evil in or_e parish, 
leaving out the other ten I quite imagine 
a particular State in the U.S.A. making prcv.ision fo:. 
such assistance leaving out the others because a Statc 
of the U.S.A. is several times the size of Bar'lados and. 
an  epidemic may not be so easy to spread to other 

around the parish which l represent so as to let him 
I bee the conatlon for  himself. 

1 .  Clla~rm&n, J. hope that the Government 
would let us know what is their intention in respect 
oi the other parishes as  regards the provision Ior 
latrines. b e n  those persons who can bendit under 
the Labour Welfare (I-lousing Lows) blund have Seeu 
meeting with some dlfticulty in  getting loans granted 
to them. %'here are old women and, men who have 
ceased to work for a long time whose latrines have 
been damaged as a result of the hurricane and those 
people have no mems of existence f a r  more to spend 
money on replacement of a toilet. I repeat Govern- 
ment should come to the aid of people in the other 
parishes. I t  is no use spending this amount of money 
in St. Michael because if the exposure is calusing an 
epidemic, while you are spending i t  in St. I~lichael to 
stop the evil, it will still come in from, the other 
parishes. Owing to the inter-communications which 
obtain between the metropolitan parishes and the 
other parishes, you cannot say that by spending such 
3 sum in St. Micthael alone you are safe from the 
spread of the epidemic. I will sit down witll the hops 
of getting some clarification on the mdtter. 

Mr. HAYNES: Nr .  Chairman, wl~lle 1 oommelid 
the Government for making this provision for the 
parish of St. Michael, I agree with Lhe honoura8>le 
inember who has just sat down that so;ne considera- 
tion should be given to the other parisfieS. 

What I would like to know is what is the status 
of these latrines when they are supplied, ouL of Gov- 
ernment Funds. Will they become the prrperty of 
the Government? Why I ask that question is be- 
cause it has been the policy of the General Board of 
Health year after year to offer various parishes, 
sometimes four, sometimes six model latrines for 
distribution in the parish coneerfiecl under the con- 
ditions that latrines be given to people who cannot 
afford to provic?~ one for themselves, and those peo 
ple are called upon to cign a document on which is 
stated that the latrine is Governn~ent's properrty 
and that the Comlniseioners of Health for the par- 
ticular parish are respoilsiblc for seeing that those 
latrines are not moved. 

That has presented a big problem to the Con- 
IniSSioners of Health of some of the parishas because 
somle parishes have between 30 and 40 of s u ~ h  latrines 
which are unroofed and blcwn dowu by the hurri 
, Cane. They are nice model buildings; they are 

built with overlapping eaves; but the people for 
mates: but not in a little island like Barbados which which they are provided are saying that they are not 
is only 14 21 where a fly call easily travel C O ~ ~ R  to rppair them because if they move from their 

from St. Philip to St. Lucy in a couple of hcurs. 
I , place of abode, they cannot move those latrines be- 
I cause they are Government's property. The Com- 

What is the intention of the Goveinmcnt in re- misiioners of Health are faced with the proMem that spect of t h  other parishes in  this matter? Certainly all these nicely latrines are now without roofs 

of the Government. I must support t l ~ e  honourable 
I that question should have been &awn to the notice and nobody is prepared to put his hands in his 

I pocket, even if he can, to repair them, because they 
junior member for Christ Church in nis statement property. 
that Christ Church suffered the greatest ciamage as I think i t  is childish to call upon those Deol?le to 
a result of the hurricane. I n  my opiaiolr, even up i sign that document. 

i Are you going to lake those 
to now, those of us who drive through that T arish will ,latrines away from whem they are sited and move 
have to agree that the situation there lrlolis more 
chaotic than in other parishes: and that is what led 
me to make the statement previously in this ~ham71er 
that many houses will still be lying on tile grot~nd 
and will have to be put back up  after the1 crop is over. 

1t is my opinion that if you are going to do a 
kindness in this respect, you should do it in ever?' 
~ a r i s h :  i t  is not a question of your coming down with 
a Resolution to make provision for onlv the Citv of 
Bridgetown and St. Michael when the par~shes of St.  
George, St. John, Christ Church, R. Philip and else- 
where are in need of similar treatment  SO. I f  ihe 
Hon. Minister doubts my statement I would take him 

them to the Public Works Department, should the 
for whom are provided vacate the spotB 

this is tantamount to what the people have signed 
Anyhow, I am bringing this question to the attention 
of the Hon. Minister of Social him 
I<now what is the state of affairs as  regards these nice 
little buildings. I believe they cost in the region of 
$120 to $130 each but many of them are now droppinF 
to pieces because the people for whom the)- are pro- 
vided are saying that they have signed a document 
which states that those latrines are not their property 
and because of that they wo,lld not repair ?Eem. 
4.55 p,m. 



I think, Sir, that is a point he should certainly 
consider; a.nd anyhow even if he does not rectiiy all 
those in the country that were destroyed or damagec!, 
he could easily get that order rescinded and let toe 
people know that it is their property. He 
should make it definitely understandable that it is 
their property. You are not going to get peo- 
ple to spend money on other people's property; you 
cannot expect thein to, even if they could. I hope 
the Minister-and I see he has beell listening-wi4 
pay some heed to what is said because i t  is a verv 
serious matter. Every year this money is spent and 
like all Governm'ent schemes, you take a horse and 
feed him up and so on, leave him in the stable and 
then let him starve. That is not the way to carrr  
on or to progress; you retrogress, you do not pro- 
gress that w'ay. When you think you are progress- 
ing everything is going to pieces. I look upon it, 
Sir, as a very very serious state of affairs, and I 
hope the Hon. Minister will look up the files and get 
those orders rescinded so that some of these could bz 
repaired, because I do not think he could expect 
people to repair something beloliging to somebody 
else. I would like to hear his views on the uiacter. 

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I rise wlth 
a view to commending the Government for coming 
to the House with such speed to put this into opera- 
tion this scheme in the parish of St. lIjrdiael, but I 
would like to poidt out to the Minister of Social 
Services that the parish of St Philip which I hap 
pen to mis-represeilt or represent right now- [laugh- 
t a r ]  has need for toilet replacements. J want :c, 

say the hurricane has occurred in St. Philip as well 
1s in St. Michael, and we of the parish of St. Philip 

must be thankful for the high winds that have been 
blowing for the last two months that prevented 
typhoid from spreading up thele. We got the 
Trade Winds but these winds will soon stop and we 
will have some calm days. I would like to suggest to 
the honourable member that I want him to do the 
same for St. Philip as he is going to do for S t  
Michael, because I know there are a great many 
people whose toilets werf destroyed aiong with their 
homes and they cannot replace them up to now, and 
I hope that the Hon. Minister will come down next 
[VOICE: Take a drive d o m ? ]  no, come down with 
an Order to repair the toilets in all the parishes a t  
this Island, not in St.  Michael alone. I want to say 
it is not good enough for Ihe Government, especially 
in a year like this-elect1011 year-because all the 
parishes need the attention of this present Govern- 
ment. Send out and have a census of how many 
toilets were damaged in St. Philip and see that the 
people get them repaired. I n  supporting this RPEO- 
lution I hope the few remarks I made will cause the 
honourable Introducer of this Resolution to get 2 

move on so that the people of the island will be 
satisfied in the near future. 

Hon. Dr. IZ. G. H. CLJAfhIINS. Xr.  Chaip- 
man, I will escuw the honourable inenlber who has 
just sat down, the honourable senior member for 
St. John and the honourable senior m(-nber f3r S+ 
Philip, because they do not know the law. I cer 
tainly could not excuse ine honourable junior inem 
ber for Christ Church. The Boara of Ilealth ha; 
nothing to do with toilets in any part of the Island. 
I t  is the responsibility of the Comniissioncrs of t h 2  
pariah to see that these things are in order, so that 
any deficiency is on their part. I think, Sir, that 
the honourable senior member for the City call en- 
lighten them on that, therefore, after the hurricane 
i t  was not the business of the Board of Health to se, 
that toilets which were blown down were put back; 
up, but i t  was the business of the Conlinissioners of 

Health. I cannot tell them that I can send arounG 
anybody next week or next year for that matter, ns 
the honourable member *uggested. 

As regards the polnt raised by the honourable 
junior member for St. ~l i idrew that point is under 
consiueratlon. [A VOICE : Stop considering it.] I e  
St. Michael I believe-we will get the information 
,from the auihoritiee -the sufferers are old people, 
old age peasloners. Katurally, they deserve some 
sympathy, but that whole question is under con- 
siderat~on and when the toilets are distributed I will 
get in touch with the proper authorities. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I am sorry to 
get up again. IIe was a Vestryman; I do not know 
S he was ever a Commissioner of Health. [Hon. Dr .  
I1 .G. II .  CUMMINS: I was,] It is the duty of t h ~  
Commissioners of Health of my parish to administer 
the health 1cws of that parish and it is our duty to see 
that toilets are erected; and we can prosecute people 
who have not got these boilets up. That is what ivc  
c m  do But in the d i s ~ t e r  that befell Barbados on 
the 22nd of September, do you think that the Com- 
rrlbsio:,crs of Health in any paqish could have started 
any prosecutions about toilets' not being properly 
e r e c ~ e ~  E St. Michael has not done it either. We are 
not financially able to put up any toilets for people 
especially since the disaster which befell us on 22nd 
Septei~lber; that is Government's policy. The re- 
housing of people is being undertaken by the Central 
Government, whether they have to go to England and 
beg for the money to do i t  or take i t  from other 
sources. Toilets are no less a part of the house: and 
when you resort to policy, if I were running this 
Government, they would not have bwn left an; 
The Minister therefore is only displaying his 
ignorance when he says that i t  is the responstbility of 
the Commissioners to see that these toilets are in  
good and proper shape. All I say is we could have 
gone to the Courts and prosecuted them by the 
thousands but I do not think we would have got 
any convictions and the Commissioners would have 
got no sympathy from them. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I am sorry t.3 

rise again, but the remarks which the honourable 
member made are amusing. He has only put up a 
siiioke screen to cover his ignorance. He has failed 
to act in this emergency as far  as toilets are con- 
cerned. I repeat, the law does not say that the Min- 
&er of Health or the Board of Health are responsi- 
ole for these, the law has laid clown you must have 
a toiiet and i% also tells the Commissioners of Health 
tney are to see that these are kept in healthy condi- 
tions. St. Michael saw that need for toilets and when 
the Inspectors went around, and did not see them, 
they drew i t  to the notice of the proper authorities. 
As one honourable member has said, we were lucky 
not to have had an  outbreak of typhoid fever coming 
along. 

The Commissioners of Health of tha parish of 
St. Michael along with the Chief Sanitary inspector. 
discussed this matter with me long befwe there had 
been any alarm; therefore, i t  is not tru-1 to say that 
we waited until a few cases of typhoid had taken 
place. If the honourable junior membcr for Christ 
Church does not know the law, well, let him go anul 
look if, up. Do not let him put u p  any smoke screen 
abo~lt poor people being prosecuted and things of that 
sort. 
5.05 p.m. 

Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Chairman, the health of 
the Island is in the hands of the Hon. Minister of 
Social Services and so we can expect the conditions 
which exist to-day. I-Ie does not seem to understanul 
:he position. [Laughter]. 
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Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: What the Hon. Minister 
has said about the Authorities in St. M~chael drawing 
this matter to his attention lollg ago is correct. The 
mattel was also drawn to the attentic11 of the Director 
of Medical Services; Jve made the p~sitioil  clear then 
and a copy of the letter which was sent to the Hon. 
Minister was sent to the Director of hledi~al  Services. 
I t  was early in November that the Minis!@r discussed 
this matter with the Commissioners of Health, and 
he became aware of the I have not risen 
TO enter ally controversy, but I hare risen to say that 
a few days ago when we got a comnlunication telling 
us that the matter was finally settled, I was very glad 
to see that something had been done. 

There is one thing which I would like to draw 
the attention of the Hon. Minister. TTe told him that 
we did not have the wherewithal to bui!J these toilets 
and we gave him the history which goes back to some 
time. For some time now, the Commissioiiers of 
Health for the parish of St. Michael have found, as a 
result of the monthly reports of the Inspectors, that 
they were still in the parish of St. Michoel, a number- 
of people who have no latrines Or superstructures at 
all. actually, the law still permits that every Person 
should find the means of the disposal of night soil. I n  
fact, the amended Act says that any new 
which is to be opened up must use either the water- 

O r  an earthpit- I want say that n" 
assessment was taken of those persons who never had 
any toilets before the IIurricane, and tnis Resolutio~l 
cleals with Persons who had superstructures over pils 
before the Hurricane, and which were destroyed as 
a result of the Hurricane. We were glad to see froin 
the letter sent to US, that some effort was made in the 
matter and we hope that they will get with i t  as 
quickly as,possible. 

A s  regards the point which was made by the hon- 
curable junior member for St. Andrew, oue wonders 
what would happen if the Government or Board of 
Health or Director 01 Medical Services had the 
stupidity to tell me that you are giving people some 
small superstructure for a toilet and they must sign a 
document in respect of it. I would tell them to use i t  
and send i t  back to  them. Last year ae had an amount 
cf $6,000 or $7,000 in respect of the provision of these 
toilets, and that amount must have been sclbstantially 
overspent. You have over 4,000 Old Age Pensioners 
in this parish. As the law stands at  pra:sent, i t  is the 
duty of the Commissioners of Health to see that peo- 
ple have a proper place for the disposal oc night soil, 
and we have been encouraging the erection of super- 
structures over pits. Every year the Inspectors would 
give notice to Parochial or Old Age Pensic\ners to erect 
or  repair their toilets. For many years now we hav* 
decided that, in dealing with matters of l~ealth, you 
should not merely take toilets into consideration. As 
long as the Board were satisfied on the production of 
a Certificate to the effect that toilets r y e  needed ill 
99 cases out of 100, they were Parochial or Old Age 
Pensioners who have been given these toilets. These 
toilets are given only on the certification of the In-  
spectors that the existing toilets are bad 

I should like to say that a toilet which is built 
of wood will only last for a certain time, brcause thev 
are affected by termites. I n  many cases these toilets 
were not stone structure.,, and therefore when brought. 
to our attention, we decided to draw t t e  matter ' X >  

the attention of the Government. Where there are 
approved toilets which have been partially destroyed. 
we have encouraged the people to repair them. Where 
the groundsills allowed the ingress of water, we con- 
sidered that that was dangerous, and )there people 
could not find the money to put  these gro~xndsills in 
a proper condition they ought to be assisted. 
5.15 p.m. 
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Now, there is only one thing to say here and there 
is nothing to hide about it. The ~ommissimers for 
the parish of St. Michael have given the estimate of $60 
ior the cost of a latrine and if the Hou. ~ i n i s t e r  of 
Health can remember, I drew i t  t o  his attention the3 
that we have been paying carpenters after getting 
quotations, the amount of $4.50 to one- These 
latrines are built with sides out of fir board and with 
a galvanised roof. I also would like him to remem- 
5er that w'e build them in  two sizes. l f  the Hon. 
Minister will refer to the statistics which we have 
given him, he will see that the latrine of itself cost 
approximately $50 but it has been our experience 
that when the toilet is situated on the bpot that i t  is 
necessary for i t  to be placed on four of five stones and 
fclr that purpose we allow $10 which inrludes the cost 
of labour by a mason. I am sure that $6(j will cover 
the whole thing; that amount will more than build 
one and site it. 

A generous offer has been made by me on behalf 
of the ~~~~d to the Hon. Minister of social services. 
lVhile we cannot promise to build these latrines owing 
to the fact that do not have a suitable yard, we 
have promised that the Sanitary Inspector of the par- 
ticular district will be always t~ hand to the nece.;- 
sary information to see that it is put up 
ly. [A VOICE: What about transportaticln?] Some- ,,, has a&ed who is going to pay for <he transports- 
tion of. these toilets. het  me s8y that our offer t o  t h s  
Hon. hlinister still holds good. we said tllat we will 
transport them on the trucks of the sanitary D ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -  
merit under the s~pervision of the Sanitary Inspectog-, 

Lpt me repeat that this is not a matter of giving 
somebody a house; this is a matter of sanitati,on, 
Merely to hllild a latrine and give i t  to to 
put up is not gond enough. This is a matter of build- 
ing i t  and seeing that i t  is put  u p  on the porrect 
height of groundsill. That is why we are offering 
the services of our sanitary inspectors because when 
they are supervised by :he sanitary inspectors, they 
tlrill be able to advise whether the latrine should be 
sited on a one-foot groundsill and thinga like that. 

Mr. Chairman, the Commissioners of Health for 
St. Michael did not provide this information recent- 
ly or since there WEIS the notification of a rise in the 
incidence of typhoid fever. We provided this infor- 
mation since the month of November. Immediately 
as the matter was brought to my notice, I telephone3 
the Hon. Minister and sent a covering letter to him 
the following day as well as to the late Directul. 
of Medical services. 

I would reserve any criticism which I pan make 
On the question of these latrines being the property 
of the (iovernment after they have been sited I 

0 2 ~ 1 ~  Pose this question for the benefit of the  

& ? ~ i ~ ~ i ~ ~  ~ ~ ? ~ ~ e f , " ~ c ~ .  kd;tr :c,"; 
it _ill be far bdter to the health of the 

by your spending $50,000 on providing lat- 
,ines for poor people lvithout your dra,ving up some 
$tupid zprcement asking the to siglI it be- 
cause some lawer told you to do so? I sug- 
gest to them not to sign any agrement. Do 
you think that your health is safe when other people 
are throwing faeces all over the island? 1 think 
$50,000 cpent in this Jvay is a bagatelle when i t  comes 
to t h ~  health of the people of this island. Who else 
but a. bm.n idiot Jvould suggest that if you have 800 
out of 25,000 people l1,ho cannot provide sanitary 
conveniences for themselves that you should not pay 
this amount to supply i t  for the 800 although you 
know that if you do not do that you are going to 
endanger the lives of the whole 25,000 people? It 
is fortunate for us that we have antibiotic drugs to  
treat people afflicted with typhoid fever but every, 
body knows how dreadful one feels ~&en someone 
connected with you catches typhoid fever. 
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Now, you are spending this $50,000 in provid. 
ing toilets for certain people. The first people to 
qualify for this provision are the old age pension- 
ers. Let me say that a t  no time do the Commission- 
ers of Hcalth for St. Michael give any of these con- 
veniences to persons who have houses rented out. 
I t  is the duty of such people to provide a toilet for 
their tenants. Under the Act the landlord is re- 
sponsible for the provision of a toilet and not the 
tenant. None of these toilets will be provided for 
such pcople. First to qualify ~7i l l  be old age pen- 
sioners, then paupers and people of that nature 
whose standard of living you will find, is even be- 
low that of those in the Almshouses. A man's home 
is his cestle and it is better to provide for them at  
their homes however small they may be than to 
provide for them in the ~llmshouses. Within the 
last ten years, the Commissioners of Health for S t  
BIichael have been laying $1,200 annually for the 
purpose of repairing the houses and toilets of old 
age pensioners, paupers and people of that nature. 
That is just by the way. 

I suggest to the hon. member that whatever 
promises I made on behalf of the Commissioners 
still hold good. I also suggest that he go into the 
figures and get these toilets built on the same style. 
The pits are dug to style 3 X 3 and all you would 
have to do then is to put  down a propzr groundsill. 
5.25 p.m. 

Hon Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I just want to 
assure the hon. senior member for  the City that the 
Housing Board will co-operate fully with him and 
the Board of Inspectors in putting back these toilets. 
They have been instructed to co-operate fully m-ith 
your staff and the Commissioner of Health. 

Mr E. D. MOTTLEY: Does that also cover the 
size of the toilets? 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Everything. 
The question that the Resolution for $50,000 do 

now pass, was put and resolved in, the afjrmative 
without division. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1955-56, NO. 6'7 

Harbour And Shipping 

Hon. M. E. COX: This Resolution is for the 
sum of $2,315. The Addendum explains i t  very 
fully and I have no intention of delaying the House. 
We see in the first place the need for this supple- 
mentary provision has resulted from the great in- 
crease in the volume of work in the Harbour and 
Shipping Office. This increase made i t  necessary 
for a complete reorganisation of the filing system, 
and this in turn was responsible for the re-placement 
of the file jackets, many of which were in a very 
dilapidated condition. In addition, a Kalamazoo 
Binder had to be purchased on the instructions of 
the Accountant General in connection with the in- 
troduction of a new vote book. 

The next is for overtime, and in the last item as 
you will see, Sir, there has been a c~nsiderabl~e in- 
crease of passengers coming in and goirg from Sea- 
well and as a result i t  is necessary to purchase a 
bit morz toilet requisites. 

I beg to move that  this Resolution do now pass. 
Ho~l .  Dr. H. G. H. GUMMINS: I beg to second 

that. 
The question was put ancl resolved i n  the affirm- 

'ative without division. 
On motion of Hon. Dr. H. G.  H. CUMMINS 

saconded b y  Horn. iM. E.  COX Mr. CHMRMAN re- 
ported the passing of three Resotutions in Commit- 
t e e ,  Mr. BPEAKER resumed the Chair and report- 
ed accordingly. 

On separate motions of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUM- 
MINX seconded b y  Hon. M. E. COX in each, the 

T6esolutions were read a first tim.e, second time and 
agreed to. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. H. G. B. CUMMINS: I beg to move 
that this House do now adjourn for half an  hour. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question was put and resolved i n  the af 

firnzative without divisio?~, and Mr. SPEAKER ad- 
journed tlze House accordingly. 
5.30 p.m.. 

1CUSTOMS TARIFF (AMENDMENT) 
(NO. 7) BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
stadds in the name of cne Hon. Mmster  of Trade, 
lndustry and Labour : to move the *econd reading of 
a Bill to amend the Customs Tariif Act, 1921. 

Hon. R, G, MAPP: Mr. Speaker, the object of 
this Bill is to amend the Customs Tarif;' Act, 1921, 
ro as to reduce the rate of duty Imposed on rum im- 
parted into- the island. Jilder thib Bill, the duty on 
rum will be reduced to .he same level as that which is 
placed on rum imported into Triaidad. I will tell 
the House that, as  most honourable members will 
know, we carry on a big trade in m m  with Trinidad. 
[Asides.] 

Mr. SPEAXER: Hon. members are almost a s  
loud in their asides as the hon. member who is ad- 
dresqing the Howl.. I am hearing more than one 
speaker. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP : As I was saying, Mr. Speaker, 
ihe object of this Bill is to reduce our rate of duty to 
the same level as that which is im9osed by the Gov- 
ernment OF Trinidad, and that is being done for a 
very good reason. As most honourable members will 
h o w ,  w e  calry on a rcry big tradc 111 1~1.1 11~ith Trini- 
dad. Trinidad buys an increasing quantiLy c*f B a p  
bddos rum and recentl- that trade has been 
increased to such an cx3,et?"t that 11, has almmed per- 
tain Triniaad rum interests. I t  ;s undelstood that. 
oi?e of the arguments is that the.<€ inlerests. in an 
,~~Lcmpt to protect themselves from conlpe~it~on from 
Barbados, have put their rate o; duty on rkm im- 
ported into Trinidad smaller thai, the existiiig rate 
~ r "  duty on rum imported into that colony. By hring- 
?g  down our rates, that would renlove any apparent 

argument that these interests would have in  trying tc  
protect their rum interest. It is quite in order for 
I-urn interests in any one colony to t ry to protect 
tZemselves from competition, but mc =e talking about 
W:deration and coming down Lo Customs S ~ ~ O I I S  , 

ud in view of the fact that we import much mtre 
Eroin Trinidad than Trinidad i l~lpnrh from US, I do 4 

I ot think that Trinidad should begrudge us the fact 
that we do an increasing amount of trade in a com- 

b 
:nodity, such as rum, witb people in that territtory. 

This exchange of duty does not involve any loss & 
of revenue because there is very I~l.tle rum imported 
into Barbados. The "Objects and Reasons" of this 
Bill clearly set out the intention of the Eill; I beg 
to move that this Bill bp now read a second time. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. GODDARD: The Barbados txporters of 

rum have become very disturbed in recent months 
because of a rumour to the effect that on account of 
our great expansion in rum sales t o  Trillidad, busi. 
vess interests in that territory have approached the 
Minister of Trade and Commerce, Hon. Albert Comes, 
vtith the idea of putting u p  higher Tariffs against 
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our product. Barbados rum enjoys a hlgh reputa- 
t i o ~  in that Colony, i t  has been so f o ~  nlany years 
and that demand has grown very rapidly. I prs- 
sume they would make any excuse which they could 
find so as to keep out our rum. By reducing our 
Tariff on rum coming into Barbados, $ \ F  came into 
line ~ s i t h  what Trinidad is ebarging in respect of 
our rum. I do not think that there is any danger 
whatever in reducing this Tariff i r  respecr of Trini- 
dad or any other West Indian Colony, when there 
is a commodity which is likely to find great sales 
for Barbados. 

We know of only one type of rum. and that is 
the best. [A MEMBER: J & R.] [Lauylzter.] i t  1, 

of a light quality; it has not got that heaviress which 
you find in many of these other types of rum. We 
are thinking of Federation and therefore I do not 
think that we should throw aspersi~ns on each other's 
products and so start a war of a r y  kind. This re- 
duction in Tariff will not be an intruaiun into the 
ium trade of Barbados, but i t  puts us m a position to 
show Trinidad that we are giving thew equal treat- 
ment. 

Mr. LEWIS : Honestly this Bill appears to me 
not to be worth the paper on which i t  js printed. I 
hardly think that we could fool even a Trinidadian. 
This Bill is not supposed to affect the revenue of 
this Colony a t  all. If the people in Trinidad are alarm- 
ed at  the fact that your rum is going there, I fail tn  
Fee how this Bill will stop that. I do not know ~f 
the people who got alarmed about the smount of 
Barbados rum going into Trinidad have made this 
suggestion, but if the Hon. Minister of Trade could 
really get them to believe that we are on equal terms, 
I must offer him my sincere congratulations for 
having brought off this excellent deal. I hope thct 
we will not have to come back here and raise the 
duty because if the people of another Colony feel 
that you are interfering with their trdcie by your 
rum going in there, they are going to stop it. Of 
course the Government will not be losirg anythin? 
because they will be collecting their duty on th- 
rum that is coming in. 

The 'Government will be losing nothxlg because 
they will be collecting their duty on the run1 that 
comes in and i t  may be more. However, the Govern- 
ment might have to answer the pleadings of its rum 
dealers when they tell you that you are putting some 
of their people out of work and things like that. 
However. if this is the cure for the situatrchn and by 
your doing so you might get some more rum kept 
out of another island, I must offer the Government 
my sincere congratulatians for bringing off an ex- 
cellent stunt. 
C.10 p.m. 

Hon. R. 'G. MAPP : I do not kno-7 what the 
hon. member means by "stunt" a r d  so on. Appar- 
ently he does not realise that Federaticn is just 
around the corner and if under Cllstoms Duties you 
have to eliminate tariff on some articles and offer 
uniformity on others, that it would be beiter to have 
uniformity now. It is pery logical, if uniformity is 
to come, for us to say: "let us carry down the dutv 
on the rum," and move the argument which the 
~?~anufacturers have being putting up. Theirs is a 
vlatural argument. 

Mr. CRAWF'ORD: Sir, I am sorry that I have 
to speak after the Hon. Minister has spoken for thp 
second time, but  I rise to say that 'C am sorry he did 
not carry his argument about uniformity a littlt. 
past the stage he made, because a p ~ a r e n t l y  he 1s 
only interested in  uniformity in so f a r  aca individual 
West Indian interests may conflict ia respect of 
locally produced products. I hope he will go a little 
farther and endeavour to bring about tlnifomity 

in other phases. The Customs Tariff i n  d ~ r b a d o s  on 
numerous articles impoited here is much higher than 
the tariff iniposed on the same articles imported in 
Trinidad. In  other words, in order to bring  he cost 
of living down, I hope the Hon. Minister will extend 
the theory of uniformity into those phacats wilere the 
reduction of Customs Tariff i11 B a r b d o s  will con- 
siderably reduce the cost of living. 

T h e  question that the  Bill be now read a second 
time was put and resolved in, the afirmatzoe without 
division. 

O n  nzotto~l~ of Hon.  R. G. IWAPP, seconded b y  
Ron .  M. E. COX, Mr SPEAKER l e f t  the Chmk o-md 
the House went in to  Committee o n  the Bill? Mr. 
S M I T H  being in, the  Ch&. 

Clause 1 was called. I t  reads as fo1lozcs:- 
1 This Act may be cited as the Cnstoms TariZ 

(Amendment) (No. 7) Act, 1955, and shall be read ss 
one with the Customs Tariff Act, 1921: ay amended, 
hereinafter referred to as  the principal Act. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to move that Clause 
1 stand part. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEFTIS: Isn't that title m o n g ?  This I s  

1956 and if this Bill is passed this year then it 
should be cited as the Customs Tariff (Amendment) 
Act. 1956 and the number of the Bill --(No. 7) - 
will be wrong also. 

Hon. R. C .  MAPP: I will assure the h o ~  
member before this Bill goes to the Other Place 
that the necessary amendment will be made. 1 think 
i t  should be changed to (No. 2). 

T h e  question that Clause 1 as amended do nomu 
pass was put m d  agreed to. 

CLa,use 2 wlas called. I t  reads as fo1Zours:- 
2. The First Schedule to the principal Act is 

hereby amended by the substitution of the figures 
5.48 and 6.32 for the figures 6.96 and 7.50 respectivz- 
ly, appearing in the columns under the heading 
"Rate of Duty" against items " 112-04.3 Rum not 
exceeding the strength of proof" and " 1'12-04.4 &m 
exceeding the strength of proof. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to move that Clause 
2 stand part. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: I beg to secon? that. 
Mr. LENTIS: Mr. Chairman, I take this oppor- 

t u n ~ t y  to let the Hon. Minister in chargt: of this Bill 
lrnow that I quite realise all about Federation a n l  
llniformity in tariffs. All that I understand. Does 
the Hon. Minister really believe that if you threatell 

man's trade by your charging no rnc1r.t: duty fc- 
rum imported into the island than what is charged 
in the other islands that he will sit down and do 
nothing about i t ?  If you can accept that i will off% 
you my congratulations. That was all I  as saying: 
that does not blind me to Federation. If we were 
talking on uniformity, there are lots oE things I 
could have told him on that point. 

You are saying in the Objects and Reasons that 
:JOU can afford to do this because you arc not losing 
anything; or if you are losing something i t  is so in- 
finitesimal that you cannot see it. I would not like 
too much debate on this because I woulil not like the 
Trinidadians to  read it. 

The  question that Clause 2 stand part was put 
a?zd agreed to. 

On, motion o f  H o n  R. G. MAPP, secofidea' b y  
Hon. M. E. COX, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the 
passing of t h e  Bill in Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the  Chair and reported 
aoemdingly. 

O n  separate motions of Hon. R. G. NAPP ser- 
onded b y  Hon. M. E. COX in each case the Bill was 
lead a third time and passed. 
6.20 p.m. 
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CUS+TOlMS TARIFF (AMENDMENT) 
BILL, 1956 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
stands in  the name of the Hon. Minister of Social 
Services to deal with the second reading of a Bill to 
amend the Custoins Tariff Act, 1921. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS-: drder  No. ':, 
is a similar Order to the previous Customs TariE Bill. 
This is really to give to the St. John's Ambulance 
Organisation the authority to receive free customs 
duties articles from the British Red Cross Societj. 
We have not got a n  active branch of the Red Cross 
Society here, so our nearest equivahnt is the St. 
John's Ainbnlance and in order that the Red Cross 
people on the one hand might be able to send equip- 
ment and things of that sort to Barbadtrs, it has to 
come through the St. John Ambulance, and this has 
for its object the amendment of the C~~stoms Tariff? 
Act so that these people may receive goods from the 
Red Cross Society. 

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second 
time. 

HOP. M. E. COX : I beg to second that. 
LE,wIS: Mr. Speaker, I do not remember 

receiving a copy of the Bill so I want to know whether 
i t  was circulated. 

The question was pz~t artd resolved in  the aj- 
firmative without divisiun. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H.  CUMMINS : I beg to move 
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the 
House go into Committee. 

1 1 0 ~ .  M. E.  COX : I beg to second that. 
X ~ E A ~ R  16ft t~~ chair a,t,td tile H ~ ~ ~ . ~ . ~  

went indo Comnzittee on the Bill Mr. SMITH in, the 
C hair. 

Clause 1 was called. It  reads as f~!lows: 
 hi^ may be cited as the customs TarlE 

(Amendment) Act, 1956 and &all be read as one with 
the Customs Tariff Act, 1921, as amended, herein- 
after referred to as  the principal Act." 

D ~ .  H. G .  H. CUMMINS: Sir, I am ask- 
i,,g leave to insert after the word L ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ v  t.le 
figure "No. 3". 

lvith that I to move that clause 
1 stand part. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question that Clause 1 as an.lended stand 

part was w t  and resolved i n  the a f@nalhe  withofut 
divlision. 

Clause 2 was called. 
Hon. Dr. H .  G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move 

that Clause 2 stand part. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. 'LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, we heard that 

did not have a branch of the British Red Cross Society 
here, and i t  is strange that I find pr~vlsion being 
made for the Secretary of that Organisation to give 
a certificate. A t  present there is no such thi1.g in 
existence in the island. When it colncs to the St. 
John's Ambulance Brigade I should imagine that is 
where the Secretary should be requested to give a 
certificate and I do not see i t  here. "All article3 
uniform and equipment7' and things to that effef~t 
need a certificate, but  when it comes to the British 
Red Cross Society . . . Mr. Chairman, although 1 
had a little legal advice, I am not satisfied because 
I see capital letters here, and i t  saw "the said 
Society", so perhaps the certificate is to refer to both 
societies or brigades. However, sir, if  the lawyers 
say i t  is right, it is right; hut with the type of legis- 
lation the courts have to deal with comicg from the 
Legislature, you can get a lot of adversr comment. ! 
snould imagine all articles of equipment for the St. 
John's Ambulance would need some certificate and 
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~t says so, but the St. John's Ambulance did not say 
they should give a certificate. Ho~t,ever, I only salrl 
that because I would not like a small Bill like this t o  
come back down. 

The qzcqqtiom was put and resolved int the afirrna- 
tive w i t h a t  divisiolz. 

On nzotw?z of Hon. Dr. H. G.  H. CUHlVINS sec- 
cnded by Hon. ,!l{. E. COX MY. C H A I B ~ I A N  report- 
ed the passing of the Bill in Conzrnittee, M;.. 
SPEAKER resumed the Ch&r and reported accord- 
ingly. 

On nbotion, of Hon. Dr. N. G. H.  CUZMINX, sec- 
t*zded by Hon. M.  E.  COX, the Bill was wad a third 
time and passed. 

GUARDIANS; EXECUTORS; ADMINISTRA- 
TORS AND TWSTEES BILG 1955 

Hon. Dr. H. G .H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
am asking leave to take Order No. 5 as the [ n e x ~  
Order of the Day, and also to take chbrge of this 
Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that Order NA 
5 standing in the name of the Hon. Premier be the 
next Order of the Day, and that HOU. Minister of 
Social Services take charge in his absence, and unless 
there be any objection it will be taken as the next 
Order of the Day. 

There being no objection Order No. 5 was taken 
fls the next Order of the D='&!- 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the Minister of S ~ c i a l  Services 
for the Premier; to deal with the "Secflnd reading 
of a Bill to amend the Guardians, Executors, Ad- 
n!inistratOrs .and Trustees Act, 1891." 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: S;:, this Bill is 
one referring to the Guardians, Eixecutors, Admin- 
istrators and Trustees Act, 1891. The object of this 
amendment is to bring the Act up to the standard of 
the Custom or practice of the English Act. I n  the  
Objects and Reasons you w l i  see, "Under the English 
law (Trustee Act1 1925, ss. 37 (a)  and 39) trustees 
may resign or be discharged from a t r ~ s t  provide1 
there are at  least two remaining trustees, or the so!e 
remaining trustee is a trust corporation. I n  Barba- 
dos they must always be two trustees remaining, even 
if the sole remaining trustee would be a trust cor- 
aorat ion. - 

l n  England there is also power for a trustee, 
0, leaving the country for a period longer than one 
month, to appoint by power of attorney, any person 
to exercise his powers during his abseut:.a (Trustee 
Act, 1925, S. 25). There is no such provision in the 
Act 1891-23." 

That is the object of this Bill, I canr~ot say any- 
thing more about i t  as i t  is explained in the Objects 
and Reasons, and the legal technicalit:- makes pro- 
vision for the same easy administratin of Trust 
Estates. 

I beg to moye that this Bill be now read a sec- 
ond time. 

EIon. M. E. COX: I beg to seconcl that. 
6.30 p.m. 

Xr.  E .  D. MOTTLEY: I should just like to ask 
cne question. While this Amendment seeks to bring 
the law up-to-date with the English Act, can the hon- 
ourable member tell me how it applies to the Public 
Trustee? I s  this supposed to be a Corporation? 
'Asides]. If no allowance is made foI the Pub1;'- 
Trustee, I ~vould be somewhat worried. T am assured, 
Mr. Speaker, that that point has been considered in 
relation to a Co~*poration, and that the sole remain- 
ing tn~s t ee  would, be alright. 

The qzcestion that t7zis Bill be now read a second 
time was put a& resolved in the affirmathe withoaf 
division. 



O n  the motion of IIoni. Dr. H.  G. H. CUMMIINA~. 
seconded b y  Hon,. M. E.  C O X ,  Mr. SPEAKER le't 
the Clwir, and the House went in to  Committee o n  the 
Bill, Mr. S M I T H  being in the Chair. 

Clause 1 was called. 
Hon. Dr. H .  G. H. CUMMINS: 1 beg to move 

that Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 
Hon. M. E. COX 3 I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  I think the year will have to be 

changed. 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUXMINS: That will be 

done. 
The  questiorz that Clause 1 as amended stamd 

part of the Bill was put and resolved in t h e  a f i r n ~ t i v e  
without divisioni. 

Ckuses  2 t o  4 incllusive were called and passed 
Clause 5 was called. 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move 

tllat Clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEITVIS : Mr. Chairman, for tn t  benefit of 

my colleague who I know has read this Bill because 
i t  deals with property, money transfers bnd so on, 1 
will point out that a part of this Clause reads as fol- 
lows :- 

"For the purposes of this Act the expressio*i 
"trust corporation7 means the Public Trustee or a body 
corporate either appointed by the Court in any pa:.- 
ticular case to be a trustee, or any bailking or in- 
surance company or other body corporate entitled 
under the provisions of sub-section (3) of section six 
"of the Public Trustee Act, 1936 to act as a custodian 
trustee. " 

T h e  questwn, that Clause 5 stand part of the Bcll 
w s  pzct and resolved in $he afirmatiue urithozlt 
division. 

Orn~ the nzotian of Hon. Dr. H. G. H .  CUMMIN8.  
seconded b y  Hon. M. E. C O X ,  the CHAIRMAN rz- 
p d e d  the pccssing o f  the  Bill in C~rnnictiee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair n?zd reployt- 
.ed accordingly. 

O n  motiolts o f  Hon. Dr. H.  (7. H .  CUMMINS,  
secmded  b y  Hon. M. E. COX, in each case, the Bill 
was read a tlzird time and pmsed. 

JUVENILE OFFENDERS (AMENDMENT') BILL 
Mr. SPEAKER: The next Ordec of the Day 

stands in the name of the Hon. Mini:ster of Social 
Services:. -to move the second reading of a Bill to 
amend the Juvenile Offenders Act, 1933. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, orl 
the 19th September, 1953, which was a Saturday, a 
young fellowc 12 years of age w a s  arrested and car- 
ried to the Charge Room at  a Police Stetion. The 
business of the Court was over and t h e x  was nobody 
available to grant this young fellow a bail and ther#:- 
fore he had to remain in the Charge -%om at the 
Police Station until the following Mondcy morning. 
He could not be taken to Dodds, because the Super- 
intendent of that Institution would only admit a 
Juvenile on a warrant issued by  a Police Magistratr. 
No Police Magistrate was available, and as I have 
already said, this little fellow had to rciimin in the 
Charge Room until Monday morning. The matter was 
brought to the attention of the Probation Officer, -t  
was investigated and this Amendmenl mas recom- 
mended. 

Under this Amendment, if no Poliop Magistrate 
is available, a Police Officer will be ablr to grant bail 
or to sign a warrant whereby a Juvenile mill be ac- 
repted a t  Dodds. That covers the history of the case: 
I beg to move that this Bill be now read a secon.3 
time. 

Hon. 3%. E. COX: I beg to second t E ~ t .  
6.40 p.m. 

T h e  q&estion that  the Bill be  now read a second 
time was pat and resolved in the affirtvative without 
division 

O n  motion of Hon. fi. H. G. H. CUI!IIMINS, sec- 
cnded b y  EOWI. -77. E. C O X ,  Mr. SPEAKER l e f t  the 
Chair and the House went into Commnittee o n  the Bill, 
Mr. S M I T H  being in the  Chair. 

Clause 2 was called. I t  reads as follows: 
1 2. Section 4 of the principal Act is hereby 
amended- 

(i) by renumbering i t  as "4; ( i )"  and by 
inserting immediately before the word 
"court" appearing in line three thereof 
the word " juvenile' ' ; 

(ii) by adding the following subsection to 
be numbered " (ii) " thereto- 

" (ii) Where a person apparently 
under the age of sixte-n years, hav- 
ing been apprehended, is not so re- 
leased as aforesaid, t t a  officer of 
police shall cause him to be detained 
at a Government Reformatory untll 
he can be brought before a juvenile 
court, unless the officer certifies- 

(a )  that i t  is impracticable to 
do so; or 

( b )  that he is of so unruly s 
character that he cannot 
safely be so detained; or 

(c) that by reason of his state 
of health or of his mental 
condition i t  i.i inadvisable 
so to  detain him; 

and the certificate shall be pro- 
duced to the court before which hs 
is brought. ' ' 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: 'C beg to move 
that Clause 2' stand part. 

I-Ion. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BR>ANCKER,: Mr. Chairman, I have no ob- 

jection a t  all to this mend ing  Clause but 1 m u l d  like 
to suggest for the consideration of the appropriaic 
Minister that the corresponding section of the Act br 
further amended to ensure when statements are take11 
from the juveniles by the Police that they are not 
taken unless the Probation Officer, Counsel or the 
parent or gua,rdian of the child is there. I know of 
cases in which statements were taken from juveniles 
by the Police without anyone being przsent with the 
juvenile except the Police, and abvio_udly tliose state- 
ments could not be regarded seriously: because you 
can well imagine how a juvenile will feel alone in 
the presence of Police upstairs of the C.I.D. and 
also seeing one or two bull-pizzles there. 

I commend to the ilppropriate Minister that this 
Act should be further amended so that, no statement 
should be taken for breaches of the law froln juveniles 
in the absence of the Probation Officer. Let me sav 
that the Probation Officers of this colony are doing a 
first class job. There is not one of them who is in- 
efficient. In  the administrati011 of justice this amend- 
ment to the existing law is also necessary. 

Mr. LEWIS:  If the Hon. Minister in charge or' 
this Bill feels keenly abcut the proposed amendment 
by the honourable senior member for  St. Lucy, I am 
wondering whether i t  will not be wortiichile not to 
bring in a new Bill so as not t o  have our Statute Book 
clnttered up with Acts and let us postpone this Bill 
so as to make provision for that amendment. Does 
the honourable member feel that there is danger in 
doing tha t?  I t  does sound over-power;iig to me to 
have a youngster in a place where he hars not been 
before and seeing an array of uniforms denoting au- 
thority. I am sure the Minister in charge of this Bill 
would be willing to consider an  amenduient for such. 
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a purpose and to put i t  before our Crcnn Law Offi- 
cers and if there is not something which has been over- 
looked in the Statute Book making prcivmion for it, 
then we can get i t  done. I do not like llse idea of 
having a number of Acts amending an Act and it ap- 
pears to me that this is a glorious opportunity ,)f  
making provision for such an  amendmcni. 

The  question that Clause 2 stand p ~ r t  was put 
and agreed to. 

O n  motion of Hanl. Dr. H. G. H .  CUIIf-WINS, sec- 
omled b y  Hon. M. E. COX, Mr. C B A ~ l i - w ~ i v  report- 
ed the passing of the Bill in Committee. 

Mr. SSEL~KER resumed the Chair a ~ d  reported 
accordingly. 

O n  separate motions o f  Hon. Dr. H .  G. H.  C U B -  
MINX, seconded b y  R o n .  M. E. COX in each case, the 
Bill was read a third time and passed. 

RESvOLUTIO'N TO APPROVE "THE CIVII 
ESTABLISHMENT (GENERAL) (AMEND- 

MENT) NO. 12 ORDER, 1955" 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
am asking leave to take charge of Order No. 7 which 
stands in the n m e  of the Hon. PREMIER. . . . . . 

Thwe beimg n!o olbjectiow, leave was granted the 
honcscrable member. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 7 now stands in the 
name of the Hon. Minister of Social Services to move 
the passing of the folloqing Resolution. Resolution 
to approve the Order entitled "The C i ~ i l  Establish- 
m e ~ t  (General) (Amendment) No. 12 Order, 1955. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H.  CUMMINS: Bfr. Speaker, 
Order No. 7 deals with t%e Civil Establist~meilt Act, 
and has as its objects the increasing of the Staff of 
the Income Tax and Death Duties Department by thc 
addition of one Assessment Officer, three Long Gradc 
Clerks and one Stenographer-Typist. One of the 
things quoted in the Addendum is that the number 
of assessments has increased from 9,920 in 1953 to 
11,773 in  1954, so on those figures it does seem that 
tnat office stands in need of the additional Assessment 
Officer. 

The Income Tax and Death Duties Departmeut 
1s a very important Office and one froin which we get 
considerable revenue and the additional staff should 
be granted. I beg to move that this Resolution do now 
pass. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS : Mr. speaker, I am not sure wheth- 

er this is the first time this thing has happened, but 
I am merely drawing i t  to the attention of the Houst 
that we are passing this Order in 1956 which is re- 
garded as No. 12 Order of 1955. I d~ not suppose 
that the numbering of this Order .as well 8s the change 
in  the date can be changed although 'I do not see 
anything wrong in changing it. I fe<l that i t  is a 
change which should be permissible ever; though it 
is said 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H.  CUMMINS 2 Mr. Speaker, 
T rise on a point of Order. I would like to inform 
the Hon. Junior member for the City thai the Order 
-vas made in 1955: so i t  cannot be changed. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, J knov very well 
that these are things which we cannot iilterfere with 
at  all but I would like to remind this I-louse that 
changes were made before with Messages from His 
Excellency the Governor and honestly, this is a change 
which is necessary. At present. I do not thinlr aiiv- 
body knows mhat is the strength of the Civil Estat-  
lishment by way of the various Orders which were 
made from time to time. We are now approving one 
that was made in 1955 in 1956. 

However, this Order is to come into force on 
January, 1956 and I suppose having ac operative 

Clause i t  might be alright. For chronological sequence 
and for people who will be looking up tbr  history of 
the island it must cause confusioii when aa elttler ).- 
made in 1955 and numbered that way ;S approved i n  
1956 and allowed to remain numbered and dated a3 
it was. If you know iz is not going to be approved 
before 1956 why not date i t  that way? 
t5.50 p m .  

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : I know the hon- 
ourable member has also been asking fnr a consoli- 
dated Order. There is something here, sir, up to the 
end of October-a consolidated form which could be 
distributed to the House, and we are hoping that bv 
April we will have fully consolidated Orders. 

The question that the R ~ s o i z ~ t i o n  do ~zow pass ~ t z s  
was put and resolved in tlte affirw~ative urithouC 
division. 

L 
CIVIL ESITABLISHMENT (GENERAL) 
(AMENDMElNT) NO. 13 ORDER, 1955 > 
Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 

stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Sociai 
Services fur the Premier. To move the passing qf 

the following Resolution : "Resolution to approve the 
Order entitled " The Civil Establishment (General) 
(Amendment) KO. 13 Order, 1955." 

Hon. Dr. H. C. H. C'JMMINS: This is also a 
Civil Establishment Order, but this one is for the 
Post Office. I lhink it is fully realised that the Post 
Office is doing a lot of business. The need for 
additional staff has arisen and i t  is proposed to W -  

crease i t  by an Assistant Postmaster Generd, who 
will be in charge of certain Departments, a Super- 
visor, five Long Grade Clerks and six additional 
p ~ ~ t l n e n .  I t  is proposed that the Assistant Poat- 
nai ter  General should take certain duties, chiefly 
personnel and public relations, and assist the Post- 
ma-tcr General in other aspects of the administration 
of the Department. The expenditure for the first 
year on emoluments for the additional staff, and uni. 
form and bicycle allowances for the postmen is 

+ 
estimated a t  approximately $5,200. 

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 
Hon. M. E, COX : I beg to second that.  
Mr. P. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, on this 

matter, I would like to draw a very serious matter 
to the attention of the Minister of Communications. 
It was my intention to draw it to the attention of the 
Postmaster General today. I wish the Minister 
would treat this statement with the courtesy it 
deserves, because i t  is a matter concerning his 
Department. 

Mr. Speaker, I was going to draw this to the 
attention of the Postmader General today, but it was 
only a, matter of time that prevented me from doing 
so. I was in New York last week and it was  draw^ 4 

to my attention that a i iu~lber  of Barbadians sent $, ! 
letters here-some of thcm registered-with money 
for their families and that no statement can be made 
regarding these letters. It went so far  that one of the b 
peopltr who sent a letter showed me a copy of a letter 
which he addre~sed to the Postmaster General-he 
happens to be my host whev I go to T<ew York. 
[A VOICE : One of them, you mean.1 Yes, one of 
my hosts; and he made it clear that he, as a Barba- 
dian. felt verv perturbed about it, because in this 
case he did not have money m the letter, but a draft 
from the Royal Bank of Canada. He received the 
slip and the person to whom he sent the money has 
not received it. I told hinl he should not have 
addressed the l&ter to the Postmaster General as 
there is a new system in Barbados and there is nc 
point writing to the Postmaster General only. 'hilr, 

4. 



that he should address the letter to the Minister of 
Communications. I said that because so far  as I 
know the feelings of these Earbadians sending money 
through the Post Office to people here are becoming 
very diffident. They say they ane sending money 
back to Barbados, and a t  the Post Office the money is 
being stolen. I asked him why he did not write me, 
because I would have drawn i t  to the attention of 
the Minister in the House. It is a very serious state 
of affairs that the point of view of Americans in 
sending moneyi back here is that i t  is being stolen in, 
the Post Office. I do not know if i t  is occurring in  
this Post Office or a t  the New York end. At New 
York some of the letters sent t o  Barbados are regis- 
tered and the people receive the registration slips 
which the Post Office sends to them. I have a letter at 
home now and itl is part and parcel of what has been 
said, and what I am saying can be substantiated by 
other members of this Chamber who have had d,eal- 
ings with people in  the United States. I am glad to 
Fee the increase in the Post Office staff b11t I hop? 
-and this is not a statement I ail1 making from 
the point of view of alarming the public; it is one I 
sm making to allay the fears of friends and families 
in the United Staltes so that they would not feel that 
we are indzerent  to these things. I hope the matter 
will receive the arttention ~t deserves and that the 
good name of Barbados will be restored, so that the 
people( w'ould not feel they are taking too much of a 
chance in sending mail here. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Spealicr, I am really very sorry 
that the honourable member did not have time to 
discuss it with the Postmaster General beeause I 

Rules do not permit us to do that in the same session. 
In order to t ry  to rob the; House o'f the opportunity 
of bringing in  an amendment to the Act, we have hit 
around something which is really anomalous and it 
does not make any sense to me. 

The questiow that this ICesoZution do now pass 
lwas put wd resolved h the afirmat'ive with&t 
&&h. 

MOTOR VEHICLES AND ROAD TRAFFIC 
(AMENDMENT) BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the Hon. hlinister of Communi- 
cations, Works and Housing : to  move the second read- 
ing of a Bill to amend the Notor Vehicles and Road 
Traffic Act, 1937. 

Hon. M. E. COX: As honourable memhrs  will 
see, YIr. Speaker, from the "O'bjmts and EIeasonsv 
of this Bill, a difficulty has been experienced in  de- 
zermining what is a plantation cart from a trailer. 
As a result of discussions with plantation owners, we 
have decided to m e n d  the particular section of the 
Act in order to delete "plantation carts" completely 
and allow the word "trailer" t o  remain. Under the 
Act honourable members will see that there is a diff- 
erence in so far  as taxes are concerned. The Bill 
also has the object of giving some legal status; as you 
will re~member, some time ago the Automobile Associa- 
tion appealed to  the Government to have the Associ- 
ation come under the 1949 Convention in  relation to 
Road Traffic. The Government agreed with that pro- 
posal and the opportunity is now taken to amend the 

suppose there should be an  caplanation. I have heard I 
of similarf instances where there is the absence of the 
contents and I think I remember that in  son> in- 
stances it was traced that the letter did not arrive 
in  this island with the contents and things of that 
sort, but when Yod come to the point where you have 
a registered receipt signed {or it, I think, s ir ,  Som. 
investigation will have to be made. I sincerely hope 
that that will be cleared up. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, as you know I am always 
pointing out that with regard to these money Resolu- 
tions the House should have an opportunity of con 
sidering i t  in ~ommit tee  of ~ U P P ~ Y -  I am not press- 
ing that tonight b e c a u ~  I will get no a~sistance, 
I would just like to say that we have just had an 
example of two amendments of the Customs Tariff 
Act. Can YOU imagine two s i l l s  passing this House 
the same evening amending the Customs Tariff Act?  
I think i t  is unnecessary. 
7.00 p.m. 

I do not care what type of Ministerial systenl 
you have, there should be some co-ordination. We 
have just passed two Bills and the Order which we 
are considering now, was made on the 22nd Decem- 
ber, and the one which we have just passed was made 
on the 15th December. I n  one week somebody puts 
x p  a, claim in respect of the Income Tax and Death 
Duties Department, and in the next wepi: somebody 
puts up  a claim in respect of the Post Office. We 
have now passed what can be regarded as an  anomaly : 
n e  have passed two things which contradict each 
other. We have here "Head XXVII, General Ser- 
vice, 213 Clerks" and before that leaves this Cham- 
ber to go anywhere else, we have made it 218 Clerks 
One part is unnecessary and both of these Orders are 
to come into effect on the 1st January, 1956. That jc 

ridiculous. There must be some other means of doing 
this business. We have a Head "General Service, 213 
Clerks" and we have another Head saying that the 
number should not be 213 but  218. We are redly 
~ a ~ i n g  "Yes" and "No" a t  the same time, and our 

Act so that the Convention will apply to  Barbados. 
Tho Secretary of State for the Colonies has already 
agreed that the Convention shozlld apply to this 
Colony. 
7 thiKtha-theLLObjects and Reasons" of the 
Bill explain the position quite clearly. I beg to move 
that this Bill be now rejad a time. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to  second 
'that. 

Mr. IJEWIS: I should just like to make the 
observation that although I notice that this is a ques- 
tion of with certain Interlzational Agree- 
ments, I sincerely hope that we will not get too slack 
in accepting people to drive on our streets. It meam 
that the standard of tests elsewhere is our own, and 
if they are slack, well, we are  i n  trouble. In any 
case, if anybody is coming to  drive in  a new country, 
i t  is a dangerous thing not to give him some "trying- 
out" and familiarisation with its streets. Our streets 
are becoming very difficult where traffic is concerned. 
I quite understand this relaxation, bu t  familiarisation 
with the particular streets is essential. I do not 
think that that was guaranteed on the last occasion. 
I sinperely hope that we are not permitting any slack- 
ness in not demanding a high standard, because our 
streets are befcoming very dangerous every day both 
for pedestrians and vehicular traffic. 

The question that this Bill be MW rsad a seconcl 
time( was put am! resolved 4% the a f i r m t i v ~ e  without 
division. 

On the motwn, of Hon. M. E. COX, secoflded by  
Hon. Dr. H. G.  CUMMINS,  X r .  SPEAKER left the 
Chair, and the House went into Cornm~ittee on the B&%, 
iMr. SMITH being in the Chair. 

The five Glaz~st(s of the Bill were oal.letf a d  
passed. 

On, the motidm of HOW. M. E. COX, seconded b y  
Hon. Dr. H.  8. CUXMIN8,  the CHAIRMAN report- 
ed the passimg of the Bill h Co~mnnittee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the eh& and reported 
mo.rcEin~gly. 
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On motions of H0.n. M.  E. COX, seco?zded b y  
Hon. Dr. H. G. H .  CUNMINSl in each case, [he Bill 
was qead a third time arzd passed. 

LEAVE TO TAKE CHARGE OF ORDERS 

Hon. Dr. H.  G. H. CUIdMINS : Mr. Spealrer, i 
ask leave to take charge of Orders Nos. 10 and 11 
standing in the name of the Hon. Premier. 

There being no ob ject i~n,  leave was granted the 
Hon. Jfiwister. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE CIVIL 
ESTABLISHMENT (GENERAL) 
(AMENDMENT) NO. 2 ORDER 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
now stands in the name of the Hon. E n i s t e r  of 
Social Services: to move the passing of the following 
Resolution : Resolution to approve the Order entitled 
"The Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment) 
No. 2 Order, 1956. 
7.10 p.m. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMbLINs : This is another 
of these Civil Establishment Orders which come be- 
fore this Ilouse from time to time. A few moments 
ago the honourable junior n~member for the City made 
some remarks about the frequellcy with which these 
Orders come before the House, and that before you 
have finished with one Order you get anothelr. Well, 
I should just like to tell this I-Iouse that the Execu- 
tive Committee is very much perturbeld over this mat- 
ter, but what can we do when somebody says: "We 
want more st& because things are not goigg on as 
they should go on," and they put  up  a strong case? 
We might tell them to allow things to remain owr. 
but we have to put  those things right. 7,Te try tc; 

i t  but when we find strong convincing argc- 
ment, there can be no resistance. TTe do not like it 
ourselves; as a mater of fact, we do not knew wbc- 
we are heading when that is doae. I-Io~,ever I thinl: 
honourable members will remember that recently 
passed a Bill having as its object the appointment oi 
a Director of Training. I think when we get such 
an officer he will be ably to assist aiid '( ok into t h J  
requirements of Staff' for the various D~partmcnts  
We are also hoping that things will be clarified anc7 
stabilised with that appointment and that these fre- 
ynent Civil Establishm~nt Orders will cease. 

Anyway, this particular Resolution is for the 
purpose of cstabli~hing a second post of Executive 
Engineer L I I  1 t h , ~  rrduc,tion in the n~uiliber of posts 
of Assistant Engineer from 2 to 1, and the increase 
i11 the number of Assistant Foreaen fro111 3 to 7 and 
the creation of the post of Telephone Operator. 

The Addendum to the Resolution states that thr 
work of the Public 1TTorks Departnlent has expanded 
to such an extent that i t  is necessary to re-organise 
the Department on the basis of having two Executive 
Engineer and the reduction in the number of post3 
ance respectively. Four additional Assistal~t Fore- 
(men are essential to enable the Department to cope 
with the additional recurrent maintenance which we 
will require in the future after the heavy building 
programme is completed and to take care of the nely 
conlmitments in respectr of secondary schools and thc 
work for Vestries. 

Well, Sir, we know that the work of the Pnblit 
TV'orks Department has expanded within the last three 
years. Buildings axe going up  everywhere and T 

think i t  is onlv fair that we should give them thi 
additional staff for which they have asked : and 1lnA 

because thep have asked for it but  because we ar- 

,onvinced that this Department wants this Stnt i .  1 
iieg to move that this Resolution do now pahs. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I n  seconding this motiou, Mr. 
Speaker, I should like to tell honourable ineLl!bers that 
hitherto Govermnent Aided Schools were maintaii~ec 
by private contract and in  1954 the Government de- 
c ded that that should no longer exist exwpt for verj 
wil:o~- repairs. We stipulxted thai all ot1,c.r repairs 
should be done by the L'ublic Works Depar.tment 
I n  that case, the Gm <nmc.rt Aided Schools has 
thrown additional 1f70r 1 on the. Departllient and it 
necessitates that Dcp; t l n e ~ ~ i  having to divide that 
117orB between ail F,se utive man and a maintenanet 
man. I t  is for tl: tt reason that we come to creak 

pllleer. the post of an Esc 2ntive En,' 
Mr. LEMTIS: Mr. Speaker, I would just like 

to say that 7 can quite understand the difficult,. 
which G~vernillelit is up against when each Head is 
going to press for some chdnge in his Departme:~i. 
EIowever, after all, there sva- an attempt made once, 
fur instance, to bring down Money Resolutioizs, quart- 
trl) , aiid except in cases, say like a hurricane, omnibus 
Resolutioiis were brought do~vn every quarter for the 
acc~~mulated requirements of every Departmeni. 
Kow, you are getling a Money Resolution or two 
every Tuesclzy aiid it is a fact that yon get discus- 
sion on them which tzkes up a great deal of time. 

I think it is in your owh interest not to havc. 
this type of thing occurring in respect of Civil Es- 
tablishment Orcl,~i-s as well as regards Money &eso 
lutions. I do not think that the House should pas.- 
Annual Estimates and then be asked every week to 
come and pass Money  resolution,^. For this Finan- 
cial Year the Money Resolutroiis for Supp1ementar.i. 
Estimates number 68 already. I repeat, it is in your 
own interest to cut that down. For instance, son?e 
I>epar:nlents come for what is regarded in 30111C 

p r i ~  ale businesses as Capital Expenditure in tnes, 
hfoiiey Resolutions. I would discipline them ~f T 
Iiad anything to do with i t  so as to let them pay some 
tiiore attention to budgeting. I sympathise with the 
(ioverninent because I know what it is to  have a Head 
of Department nagging at  you. 

I ilzust draw to the Hon. Minister's attention that 
these two Orders which we are now considering (L 
think the other one will be considered in a short while) 
are to come into operation on the 1st April, 1956. 1 
believe that the reason why they are being considered 
now is because, if passed, they can be included in  the 
Annual Estimates and I congratulate the Goveril- 
ment for that. I t  will be remembered that in tLcx 
last Annual Estimates there mere sums of money 
included for various things for which the 0rd;r.i 
were passed sometime afterwards. 

The qz~estio?~ that the Resolz~tion do now pass 
was pzit and resolved i n  the afirmptive zrjithfiiit 
division. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE "THE CIVIL 
ESTABLISHMENT (GENERAL) 

(AMENDMENT) NO. 3 ORDER 1956" 

Mr. SPEAKER,: The next Order of which the 
Hon. IIiiiister of Social Services has been grantcc! 
leave1 to take charge is the paeing of the follow- 
ing Resolution : Resolutioii to approve the Order 
entitled "The Civil Establishment (General) 
(Amendment) No. 3 Order, 1956 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINB: Mr. Spealrer, this 
is the last R,esolution of its kind. It is for the pnr- 
pose of approving "The Civil Establishment (Gener- 
al) (Amendment) No. 3 Order, 1956" and it appli-s 
1 0  the Police Department. That Department ha.: 
asked for an increase in the vumber of Writ Servers 



and on the figures which have been put up I think 
they have a claim. 

I t  has also be~en stated that the present number of 
Writ Servers can no longer keep pace with the work, 
with the result that each month the number of war- 
rants and summonses remaining unexeouted and un- 
served is steadily mounting- to the great detriment of 
justice. I t  is therefore proposed to elmploy an addi- 
iional ten Writ  Servers to strengthen the Writ 
Servers section. The cost for the first year is estim- 
ated at approximately $8,580. The proposal is sup- 
ported by the Police Board. 

The figures put are as follows:-- 
1946 1953 1951 

Number of warrants 
issued 3,867 16,126 18,766 

Number of summonses 
issued 66,068 85,751 90,91!J 

Amount of money collected 
by Writ Servers $21.193.29 $72,799 $77,543 

I beg to move that the Resolution do now pa\s. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BRANCIiER,: Mr. Speaker, I am woader- 

mg if in connection with this Resolution for the in- 
crease in the number of Writ Servers by ten, whethzr 
that number was all that waq asked for. Why I 
wonder that is because from iizy everyday experienc-$2 
I think that number is inadequate. There is i ~ ,  

denying that that branch of the Police Department 
is prcha!:ly the most under-staffed Department of the 
Govern-uent and consequently, the present Writ  
Sc~vers  are more than overworked. 
I wonder if hon. members realise that Writ 

Serr3rs are required to work in the Courts of the 
Isiand. Some of these Courts even sit earlier than 
38 o'c.'ilLk a.m.; beginning to sit a t  8..30 o'clock and 
so succ5:-fully has been the experiment that to-morrow 
iuornirg one of those Courts will begin from 8.15 
09clock and carry on until 4 o'clock, p.m , which will 
bc the very earliest time it will rise despite its start- 
ing at  8.15 o'cloclc. The Writ Server who acts as 
;';lurt Crier in that Court is also required to cam3 
~ ~ o u n d  summonses which T consider is something - U 

veiy unfair and unjust. 
F%O-~. a. 

When a person is elected to the position as a 
Writ Server, that person should not have any sum- 
monses to serve at  all. You will see what i t  means: 
he has to wake up a t  4.00 a.m. go around and serve 
summonses, go back home and take some tea or break- 
fast and go to the Courts and wait until whatever 
hour the particular nlagistrate feels like adjourning ; 
then he has to run  and, get his lunch and come bacl, 
to carry on again until 4 o'clock in the afternooll. So 
I am very doubtful whether this amount of ten can 
be adequate and I am wondering whether the Min- 
ister responsible call assure us that the amount by 
which thev are proposing to increase the Writ De- 
partment is the amount which was asked for or. 
m-hether it has been whittled down, because it seem6 
to me that ten will not be enough unless it is pro- 
posed to make further encroachment on the uniform- 
ed members as is being done in many cases. But 
the reason why i t  is still done by the Writ Depart- 
n~ent  is that we still have a dismissal without preju.- 
dice and when a case is so dismissed and it is a 
private case, i t  is seldom brought again. h'om~adayc 
it is the practice of the Police Department, when 
cases are brought by them and dismissed without 
prejudice, t o  pursue! the matter further and the 
rcrson is put in peril for a second time. It is know11 
tha t  certainly with the present administration of 
the Police Force, almost invariably a caqe i 
diemissed without prejudice, the matter is pursued 
farther for a seoond time by the Polica Department 

You will see then that the Writ Server; have to hervs 
1 1111 s~iilmolis a second time and have to put iu just 

~ ! s  much work in respect of the new sumillonses. 
JI is proposed to do away with the dismissal without 
prejudice, but we are not sure about what to do with 

I uisinissal on merit because a compromise might dis- 
1 please either side. Anyhow that is one reason why 

~llere are so many cases today which are dismissed 
1 i\ithout prejudice and which are relodged by the 
L olice Department, as private individuals seldoill 
b ~ ~ i n g  back up a case that is so dismissed. Sum- 
110n~eb tor arrears to persons who have been 
bzdered by the Court to support their wives or their 
ldstard children are issued by the Writ Department 
and there are a vast number. They represent a 
tremendous amount of summonses and I understand 
that there are certain cases to tell you that inattei- 
L:, not one for the Police Department a t  all or the 
\\'rit Department. These summonses are effected 

' t,therwise. But  you can see from the hundreds if 
ilot thousands of persons, of fathers of illegitimate 
vhildren or husbands who are finding their children 
cr wives and children through the Courts, how much 
:<ark i t  is. Every four weeks they are served with 
\chat is called an execution. The mother or wifc 
executes the man. People coming to Barbados are 
puzzled to hear that either a married lady or a 
single lady has executed her husband OF the father 
of a bastard child. It is a very great strain on the 
force of the Writ Department and whilst I com- 
niend this Resolution I must express the view that 
ten seems to U e, from my practical knowledge, to 
be a n  inadequate amount, because Writ Servers tell ' me that in order to get a particular man - he might 
be a fisherman - he has to get u p  at one or two 
o'clock in the morning and all sorts of ridiculous 
t?.ours ; otherwise the man could get him in1 o hot watsr 
and the Commissioner of Police can call on the Writ 
Server and ask why he did not serve the summons 
on this man. Ten are not enough and I would be 
interested as I said earlier to hear if ten are all that 
were askeq for or proposed by  the Police Depart- 
ment, because that in  my view is too small and too 
slight to cope with the t~emendous increase of work 
and the difficulty they have i n  doing the work. In 
the Assistant Court of Appeal a Writ  Server has 
to be there from 9 a.m. to as late as 4.30 and 5.013 
p m .  and is required to issue summonses in  the 
Charge Room just like a person who has not got a 
whole time job. So, Sir, I trust that  this number 
is appropriate and that the Government will not be 
cheese-paring or reluctant to come to the Legislature 
and ask for a further increase. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
\:ay that I have been throwing out a suggestion here 
from time to time that we cut down the reasons and 
the number of cases that are held in the Court k,y 
waking i t  impossible for people to  recover money 
for g o o h  and services of a certain n a t u ~ e .  I have 
never heard of i t  being taken up, but  I think, Sir, 
that it is something I have heard of in another 
colony. There are oertain things that  people call 
contract debt for, like taking a drive in  a motor car 
or alcohol not used for medicinal purposes and I 
understand that iii one colony around here it is not 
possible to sue people for that  kind of debt, and it 
means that you discourage people from contracting 
it. This vast amount of work done by the Court? 
for these petty debts would be cut down if this sug- 
gestion were taken up. It will stop people from 
wasting their money and people will see that if you 
trust a man with goods to feed his children or hi. 
fa-ily that should be a recoverable debt, but if you 
tmt him with rum to  drink, it should be a matter 
between yourself and him and not the Courts. Some- 
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ihing of that sort should be iii~estigated and I believz 
i t  would be worthwhile for us to have to provide 
Courts and Magistrate, Writ-Servers and all that. 
However, Mr. Speaker, I have two points to make. 
I would like the Minister of this Government to tell 
Civil Servants to be reasonably disposed towards 
the Legislature, and to do everything in their power 
to facilitate the work of the Legislature. 

NOW, sir, we have the last paragraph of the 
Addendum to this Resolution reading thus: "The 
present numbser of Writ  Servers." 

Now I would like to  know what right any Civil 
Servant had putting that in there, and when i t  
coines to the third last line he puts down "an ad- 
ditional ten." Now what is the additional ten to?  
I s  i t  ten to a thousand or ten to thirty? And if 
even I look at the Schedule I have been given i t  is 
ltem 17 and not 18. Is i t  really Item 17 or 18? 
7.30 p.m. 

I s  thia Item 17 or Item 181 Has there been an 
Amendment recently? However, that is by the way 
I think a Civil Servant should be able to realise that 
no member of the House, in a little matter like this, 
should have to look u p  the Estimates, just for the 
sake of their not adding the number "30," which 
would not cost anything more for printing. Hon. 
members would be able t o  see that  you are addiag 10 
to a particular number. The remarks of the hon- 
ourable senior membm for St. Lucy are something 
to which attention should be paid, something to be 
listened to. There should be an  addition to  a par- 
ticular number, but you cannot see that from what 
is written here. If we can get that little courtesy 
done, it would help honourable mlemberers of this 
House. 

The questim that this Resolution do now p ~ s  
was put 4 resolved inl the ccfimative without 
div-. 

PETTY DEBT (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Hon. Dr. H. G. 13. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 
the last Order with which we intend to deal is Order 
No. 16 on the Order Paper. I am asking leave to 
deal with that Order as the next Order of-the Day, 
and also to take charge of it. This Order stands in 
the name of the Hon. Premier. 

There being no ob jelctim, leave was granted the 
Hon. Miwister. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUnIMINS: Mr. Speaker, 
as is set out in  the "Objects and Reasons" of this 
Bill, in recent years on account of the increase in 
the number of suitors, the Cl'erk of the Petty Debt 
Court is called upon to keep money, the amount of 
which is thought t o  be considerable. Under the 
present law this money cannot be banked; i t  has CO 
be kept in hand to be paid to judgment creditors, 
or in the case of unclaimed money, pending payment 
into the Treasury at the end of three months. I t  is 
considered, as  in the case of the Clerk of the Assis- 
tant Court of Appeal, that the Clerk should be al- 
lowed to bank this money. The Clerlr of the Petty 
Debt Court has not got that authority whereas the 
Clerk of the Assistant Court of Appeal has it. The 
object of this Bill is therefore to amend th'e Act so 
as to allow the Clerk of the Petty Debt rhurt to bank 
this money instead of having it in  hand. I beg to 
move that this Bill be now mead a second time. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to  second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: I arr sorry to k e : ~  you bacir, 

Mr. Speaker, but I feel that this money should be 

paid over to the Accountant General aud let him 
give a receipt for it. You can say "I ~lave paid out 
:o much money, and the remainder is there." I do 
not see why this money should be taken and placed 
in a Commercial Bank; the Accountant General's 
Office would be open long after a Commercial Bank 
would have been closed. I repeat: let the moncg 
be paid into the Accountant General, dnd let hk-l 
give a receipt for it. Do you mean to tell me that 
!he Accountant General has not got arly means of 
keeping an account shox5'ing that so much was paid 
in today, so much yesterday, and there is so much 
more for squaring off the transactions? I feel tha 
the Accountapt General should receive the mon >;, 
which is there and the Auditor General could go 
any time and see that the amount is paid in. [Ao7r 
Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: This is mcncy xtbich b c  
longs to people]. Then you will have to pay i t  out 
iiy voucher. 

The qalestion thaf this Bill be now read a .?econ1l 
timie was put and resolved in the afjirmatil*r wit')- 
mt division,. 

On the nzotiom of Horn. Dr. H. B. CUBIJJI.VS 
seconded by Hon. M. E. CO'X, Mr. SPEllhEIZ left 
the C h a i ~ ,  and the Horcsc went into C'ornncqil~e ant tlze 
Bill, Mr.  SMITH being in the Chair. 

Clmse 1 was called. 
Hon. Dr. H.  G. H. CUMMINS: T mli leave to 

amend this Clause by changing the yv:+;. "1955" t.1 
"1956 ". 

There bsimg no objection, leave was ;ramted thz 
Hon. Minister. 

Clause 1 as amended was passed. 
Clazdse 2 was called. 
Hon Dr. 13. G. H. CU1M1MINS: 'I beg to move 

that Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to seconcl that 

Mr. LEWIS: I t  seems t o  me as if you are mak- 
ing an arrangement whereby vie will b? getting some 
money which people have left after six years. It ;S 

alright to leave it for three months, but not after 
six years. 

1 The question that Clause 2 stand pad of the 
Bill was put and resolvcd in the af$rrnntive without 
division. 

' On the motion of Bon. Dr. H.  G. E. GUMMINd, 
1 secolzded by Hoa. M. E. COX, the CHAJRMAN rc- 1 ported the passing of t7tc Bill in Cornwrittee. 

Mr. SPEAKER revrmed the C M r  and reported 
ncwrdinig1.y. 

On motions of Hon. Dr. H. G. H'. CUMMIN8, 
secovnded by Hon. M.  E. COX, in, each case, the Bi!l 
was read a third t i m ~  and passed and the title agreer? 
to. 
7.40 p.m. 

l THE ADJOURNMENT 

The Order Paper having bee% fixed. 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 

I beg to move that this House do now stand adjourn- 
ed until Tuesday, 21st February, 1956, a t  3 o'clock 
pm.  

Hon. M. E. COX: I n  seconding that motion, 
Mr. Speaker, I crave this opportunity to tell the hon. 
junior member for St. Peter who raised the question 
about people here not receiving registered letters 
from people in the TJnited States of America that 
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:% ,P  F : r l l I r  i : L  7 C.: ~ritl i 1 1 1 c .  J'ost Officc !)err but with <,gaii~ OIL t h ~  ~ ~ : ~ r t i ( * i t I a r  rue:i<tlrtJ ~ L I I  L I\ l l l i-!i  1x9 
7, 
i t . , , 3 c i 1,. ( , l l t e t l  St;lt,., of -1 lleylc',,. '111  k ~ i > i ~ c l  ] l~ i t l<>i .  

L ' , - is,  I ~ J I I I  l uemhr~.  rrfcrl-ecl 17 j i ~ t ' o ~ ~ ~ n ~  ( l  1, , i, l l\tr. F. 1,. T4TA\T~COTri1. I tl1a1)k t ' ~ .  ?':o~t ?.his 

the motion and therefore lost the  right to speak 1 7.45 p.m. 

tllhi jk (l,c, tai,,. a little tllllc befort, a srttlelnellt 1" ' \'l? l""clt tor the es~lau'lt'oll I 1 6 r  yqrpstion that  the Iioirsi do now atancl ad- could i d - c  i l ' i r c  ;iir(l tilc matter which nTam gone iotu jui lr .rr ld 21st y, 19i(i 
t l ~ c r o u y ~ ~ t y  has b ~ 1 1  reported to the Postmaster . General. I am sure the hon. junior member for St. 

"2 
k Peter will appreciate that  I had already seoondell 

bjclocfi p,*&. pt in t1.e offiy9natiue 
&thozlt division and Mr. 8PEAKER ndjo?rrned t7&e 
Ho~rsa a,ccocdin.&v. 




