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THE 

House of Assembly Debates 
4, 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY I entitled "The Yield of Sugar Cane in Barbados in 
1955. " 

Tuesday, 22st February, 1956. 
Pursuant to the adjournment the House of 

Assembly met a t  3 o'clock p.m. to-day. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS, (Speaker). 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, C.B.E., M.D., C.M . 
(Minister of Social Services) ; His Honour Mr. A. E 
S. LEWIS (Deputy Speaker) ; Hon. M. E. Cox, 
(Minister of Comnzunications, Works and Housing) . 
Mr. L. E. SMITH, J.P., (Chairman of Committees) ; 
Hon. R. G. M-P, (MGnister of Trade, Industry md 
Labour) ; Mr. T. 0. BRYAN ; Mr. F. C. GODDAFLD , 
(Leader of the Opposition); Mr. E. ST. A. HOLDER 
Mr. V. B. VAUQHAN and Mrs. E. E.  BOURXE. 

Prayers were read. 
entered House and 

seat. 

MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meetings which were held 
on the 19th and 24th January respectively, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read and 
cofirmed. 

PAPERS LAID 

BY Command of His the 
Papers were laid as follows: 

H. G- H. (on of the 
Hon. Premier) : The Civil Establishment (General) 
(Amendment) No. 4 Order, 1956. 

Dr. H. G.  H. (XJMMrNS of the 
Hon. Premier) : 

statement showing the amounts advanced by the 
Government of Barbados and th'e amounts received 
from Her Majesty's Government in  the United King- 
dom under the provisions of the Colonial Development 
and Welfare Act for the period ended on the 31st 
December, 1955, in  respect of the several schemes 
sanctioned by the Legislature. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP (on behalf of the Hon. Minis 
ter of Agriculture, Lands & Fisheries) : Bulletin No 
22 of the Department of Science and Agriculture 

REPLIES 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to lay the Reply to  
Question No. 30 asked by the h o a  junior member 
for St. George (Mr. F. E. Miller, regarding tuber- 
culosis i n  animals. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to lay the Reply tc 
Question No. 61 asked by the hon. senior member for 
St. Lucy (Mr. J. E. T. Brancker) regarding 'bus 
services operated by the Transport Board. 

NOTICES 

Hon. R. G. MAPP (on behalf of the Hon. Min- 
ister of Agriculture, Lands & Fisheries) : Resolutioa 
to place the sum of $45,711 a t  the disposal of the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee to supplement; 
the Estimates, 1955-56, Par t  I, Current, as shown 
in the Supplementary Estimate 1955-56, No. 70, 
which forms the Schedule to the Resolution. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Resolution to 
place the sum of $277,200 at the disposal of the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee to supplement the 
Estimates, 1955-56, No. 71, which forms the 
schedule to the ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ t i ~ ~ .  

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 
in connection with this Resolution, I should like to 
say that i t  is for  payment to the Old Age Pensioners, 
due to the increase which was passed at  our last 
meeting. I beg to give notice that i t  is my intention 
to move the sus7ension of Rules 88 & 89 in  order 
that this Resolution might be dealt with through 
all its stages to-day. The object of doing that 
is to t ry  and pay this money to the Old Age Pen- 
sioners before the end of this month. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Resolution to place the sun, 
of $5,500 at  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1955-56, 
par t  I ,  Current, as shown in  the Supplementary 
Estimate 1955-56, No. 72, which forms the Schedule 
to the ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ t i ~ ~ .  

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CTTMR'IINS (on behalf of the 
Hon. Premier) : Resolution to approve the Order 
entitled "The Civil Establishment (Gei~eral; 
(LImend;ment) No. 4 Order. 1956". 

Hon,. DT. H. G. H.  CUMlYIINS: Bill to  amend 
\he Medical Registration Act, 1911. 



USE 

13011. Dr. I-I. G. 11. CUJ1311XS: Bill to anend 
the Dental Registration Act, 1923. 

IIon. Dr. f1. G. H. ClTB13!t1NS: Gill to ampn~l 
the Druggists' Act, 1891. 

Hon Dr. H. G.  H. CEMAIINS: I beg t:. givr 
ilctice of my intenticn to moye the IIou5e ilit :~ Conl- 
mittee of Supply at its next meeting in order to deal 
with the other two M o n e ~  Resolutions of ~vlijch notic2 
has just been given. 

Mr. BARRO\Tr: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give 
notice of a bill to ameacl the TJrorkmen's Cor~pc311si~- 
tion Act, 1942. 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. BRYAN: To enquire of the Minister of 
Trade, Industry aaid Labour :- 

( l )  Is  Goverlllnellt aware of the hardships ell- 
dured by the haw1ier.s perlnitted to peddle 
t h e ~ r  wares at  tile Uaggaae IVarehouse, 
through exposure to the elemelits? 

(2) Will Government give immediate considera- 
tion to the erectien of some shelter for their 
protection? 

Mr. BRYXN 
To enquire of the Minister of Agriculture, Lands 

and Fisheries :-Will the Minister state :- 
( l )  How many Applicants were there for the 

recently created temporary Post of Alarinz 
Mechanic ? 

(2) How many of these applicants possessed 
certificates or diplomas in the requisite 
training for such a post? 

(3)  How many of these applicants have had 
experience in the maintenance and care of 
diesel engines ? 

(4) Have any of these candidates shown that 
they have had both trainiilg and experi- 
ence in  the care of such engines? 

(5) 'Clrere the applicants for such a post inter- 
viewed by the Public Be~rice Commission? 

(6) Were any applicants screened for inter- 
views with the Public Service Con~mission? 

(7) If the answer to (6) is in the affirnlative, 
will the Minister state if any of these held 
any diploma, or certificate, relatii~g to the 
care and efficient handling of sneh engines? 

(8) Were there any candidates holding certi- 
ficates or diplomas in the requisite training 
in addition t s  showing e~idence of experi- 
a c e  in the handling of diesel engines? 

(9) If the answer to (8) is in t'ne affirmative, 
were any such candidate:: interviewed and 
if not, why not? 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

O n  motions of H o n .  Dr. H. G. H. C U M H N S ,  
seconded by  Hon. M.  E. C O X  in each case, t h e  fob- 
lowing Bills were read a first tiwt@:- -- 

Bill to amend the Medical Registration Act, 1911. 
Bill to amlend the Dental Registration Act, 1923. 
Bill to amend the Druggists' Act, 1894. 

3.25 p.m. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Social 
&rvices: To move the House into Committee of 
Supply to consider the grants of sums of moiiey for 
the service of the colony. 

O n  rnoti0.n of H m .  Dr. CUMMINS,  seconded 
;by Hon. M. E. C O X ,  MT. 1TPERB:EB l e f t  t h e  Chm;~ 

' a i ~ d  the H o u s e  w e n t  &to C o w i t t e e  of Supply, Mr .  / SlliiTH being i n  t h e  Chair. 
l 

Supplementary Estimate, 1955-56, No. 69 
l 

1 Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : Mr. Chairman, 
this Resolution is for the sum of $21,690 which is 
required for Items under two Heads and I propose 
to take the Heads separately. 

Mental Hospital 

The first is Head XXII I  (3)-Nental Hospital. 
Under this Head is a supplementary vote of $16,000 
for provisions. It is to be remembered that during 
the early part  of last year there was a period of 
drought when provisions were scanty and consequent 
ly they were in short supply. It meant thersefore 
that more money had to be spen$ on other foodstuffs 
such as rice and cornmeal and things of that sort in 
order to supplement the feeding at the Mental Hos- 
pital. I think hon. members will also reimember that 
not long ago a s imi la~  supplementary provision was 
passed for the General Hospital. 

As regards Item 42, Cleaning, Water and Light, 
there is an addition of $3,250 in order to pay for 
water supply. According to the note, water-rates 
amounting to $2,243 for the quarter ended 31st 
March, 1955 were met from the ~rovision for 1955-56. 
Also, due to increased consumption of water during 
the drought early in the fbancial year and increases in ' prices of cleaning materials, insecticides etc., a 
further sum of $1,007 is necessary under this Item. 

I h o w  that some hon. members will say with 
respect to the water rates that that should not be 
so: but i t  sometimes happens that the reading of the 
water rate meter does not always take place a~t  a 
proper time so that the amount can be paid from 
t,he existing vote ; consequently this amount might 
run over iq the next financial year and that is what 

I liappcned in this case. 
There is an  increase of $2,050 for Item 44,- 

Xedicine. That increase has been due to the fact 
that drugs which are now used! in the treatment of 
icental cases are very expensive. It is a fact that 
you get very good results from the use of these drugs 
hut they are expensive and consequently they must 
necessarily affect the amount voted under this Item. 

I beg to move that Head X X I I I  (3)->rental 
Hospital stand part. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
I Mr. LEWIS : Allr. Chairman, I saw that the 

Hon. Minister of Social Services looked particularly 
at me when he said that some honourable member? 
will say that that should not be so, but I want to 
tell him that it is done all the tinie and there is 
nothing so wrong about i t  either. The provisions 
go on from one year to the other. I t  is not any- 
thing new which is done; , i t  is only that Govern- 
ment has confessed i t  today and I suppose v e  will 
have to spare them when they confess their faults. 

What I would like to know is whether the 
Mental Hospital Farm has recovered sufficiently now 
from the effects of the iiurricaae to justify the 
claims made that i t  will supply milk and green 
vegetabIes to the Institution. That was what was 
held out for i t  and that is what is admitted here 
ir; the printed Note to this amount. 

Mr. Chairman, the Annual Estimate. are corn 
ing up soon for consideration and I do not think 
it mill be entirely right to make criticisms of the 

1 various Government Institutions now when we will 

I have ample opportunity in a more constitutional 
and comprehensive manner when me are called upon 
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to consider the Estiiliates. Pionever, I hope that 1 Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: N:.. Chairmaxx, 
nobody is makkg any money out of this exl,ensive 1 I would like to arsw4er one or two que~tlons as B- 
medicine which we have to buy for mental patients. ) gards the optimism of honourable members in  con- 
I know that some of thesc Specialists age allowed 
private and consultant practice. I take it-&at these 
expensive medicines which are bought for patients 
at the Mental Hospital are l ~ o t  given free of charge 
to the paying patients. 

I will take this opportunity to give the Hen 
Minister of Health a \va-rning, and it is about 
scmething which pertains to his portfolio. When 
we are dealing with this Head during considel.ation 
of the coining Annual Estimates and I happen to 
be in here, I am going to ask him to give me some 
figures as regards the aclinissions to the Mental ~ 0 s -  

nection with the Mental Hospital F a r u .  A t  one 
stage, sir, last year, I think i t  was before the h w -  
ricane and before the drought, the fh1m -S in a 
position to sell some of its milk, but that continued 
there a little while. As I said, the dro ,~ght  plus t h t ~  
disorganisation as f a r  as the hurricane 1vii5 concerned 
threw US off balance and we had to speuci more money 
in feed; fodder was not available and things of that 
sort. What the honourable junior member for the 
City enquired about he does not expect an  answer 
now, because he wants figures, but ax legards the 
number of cures and readmissions a t  the Blental Hos- 

pital and the cures that are effected. We have a gital the honourable member ought to Brlow that with 
neltr Act pertaiming to admissions to that Institution that form of sickness nobody can tell ahrn  a patient 
which make admissions quite easy; consequently, will be cured, only time alone can tell; eo that I do 
some people rnight be taken there when they should 

is managiiig to cure any of the people who go to 

ro t  know if the figures m i l l  mean very much except l 
not be. I really want to know if that Institution 

tbat Institution for treatment and what is the per- 
cemtage of cure as against previous experience. I 
would also like the 1r;onoura"ole member, if he will 
be good enough to get these figures, to also enlighten 
me on the re-admissions to that Institution becausr! 
there may be many who have been re-admitted after 
they have been dischargecl as cured. I t  is no use 
your saying you have cured somebody if after two 
or three weeks that person has to be re-admitted t o  
the Institution. 

I will further say that people are not altogether 
happy about that Institutioa. I t  is being enlarged 
all the time and i t  is an  Institution which we should 
take greater interest in  and should try to do the 
Pest we can for the patients there by getting after 
the wedical people of that Institution and seeing 
that those persons do their best for the patients, 
and that the other people who are employed there 
also do their best to make the patients happy. I n  
referring to the subordinate staff, they too should 
be made comfortable a t  that Institution in order 
that they will be able to treat the patients at  that 
Institution who might not be physically but mental- 
12.7 ill. 
3.35 p.m. 

Mr. GODDIARI): Mr. Chairman, as  f a r  as  the 
provision for the farm is concerned, that is quite) un- 
clerstandable, because it i\ not easy to estimate very 
accurately a t  the beginning of the year what i t  is 
likely to cost because or" increase in numbers. The 
same thing applifes to medicine; I think i t  is a rather 
rnodeslt sum, because the treatment tbat goes on down 
there can be a most expensive thing. But when it 
comes to the Item of water, I think it is a 25% in- 
crease on the estimate. I do not think i t  is necessary. 
In  other words, it is bad estimation somewhere to 
r,ave a 25% increase in zi year. 

Of course, I do admit we had a little drought 
but very recently we have been having exceedingly 
good weather from the agricultural point of viev; 
and what we may have lost because of the drought 
quite early in the year should bfe offset by the goou 
weather we have been having in the last five months 
Since " Janet" we ha,ve not  had to irrigate anything; 
so I think there must have been a very bad estimate, 
or a Bill should have been paid last year which was 
not paid until this year. I n  the estimate that should 
be taken care of. They should have hewn what 
the bill should have been up to that  time. 

As I said, with the provision for  $16,000, how 
much "Janet" has taken control there we do not 
know, but as the previous speaker said, that should 
be investigated and a new estimate given. Are they 
going to be as optimistic about the farm and Mental 
Hospital as they were iast year? 

for the purpose of statistics. 
T h e  question was put and resolved In the  afflmzlc 

five without division. 

Miscellaneous Services 

IPead 29-was called. 
Hon. Dr. H.  G. H. CUMMINS: 8ir, the note 

to this item reads as follows :- 
(4) The Ophthalmic surgeon of our General Ho+ 

pital in January, 1955, recommended that Mr. 
'Lawrence Jones, a patient a t  the Eye Ward of 
the Institution, should seek ernergtwy opticrtl 
treatment in Trinidad for removing a metallic 
foreign body from his left eye. 9 4  Mr. dones 
was unable to m5et the expenses of a visit to 
Trinidad, i t  was decided to make a n  advance u p  
to $150.00 to enable him to go to  t h e  CoLonial 
Hospital, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad for this urgent 
treatment. It w4as agreed that thc loan should 
be met from the provision under H6ad I-Gov. 
ernor, Item 19-Miscellaneous i n  the 1954-55 
Approved Estimates. 

A legal document was execufed by Mr. Jones 
by which he undertool< to repay the amount by 
monthly instalments commencing on the 30th 
April, 1955. 

Mr. Jones received $20 towards his incidental 
expenses and left for Trinidad on the 8th 
January, the air passage costing $80.10. Thl. 
balance of $49.90 from the $150.00 was placed 
to a suspRnse account in the Treasury before 31ai 
March, 1955, to meet his medical expenses in 
Trinidad. Mr. Jones returned to Barbados on 
the 22nd April, 1955. 

As he was accommodated in the public ward 
of the Colonial Hospital in Port-of-Epain, Trini- 
dad, it was expected that his treatment theive 
would have been free, as would have been the 
case with a Trinidadian receiving treatment i q  
the public wards of the Barbados General H03- 

pital. However, a claim has been received from 
the Trinidad Government for $439.12 made u p  
as follows :- 

Maintenance (57 days 
@ $6.00 per day) . . $342.00 

X-rays . . . . 9.00 
Operations . . . . 9.60 
Streptomycin . . . . 3.52 
Ophthalmic Surgeon 'S 

fees . . . . 75.00 

$439.12 

The amount of $49.90 in  suspense aaeount in the 
Treasury is available to meet par t  'of this ~ m m i t m e n t ,  
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leaving the sum of $389.22 for which pr~vr::iol~ is now 
required. 

This is a new Item as will be seen, sir. I t  is the 
amount due for the Xedical expenses of Mr. LBV- 
rence Jones. Now, Mr. Lawrence J x e s  had the 
*fortune of getting a small piece of ~.teel in his 
eye and as we did not have a magnet powerful enough 
here to get that steel out, he had t o  be bent to Trini- 
dad i n  order to save his sight. Mr. Jonts is a car- 
penter and when he was sent to Trinidad nTe thought 
the amount for expenses m u l d  have been very small, 
tecause the Medical authorities of Triridad were 
told of Mr. Jones' circumstances-that he was a polar 
man-and this Government asked that he be accom- 
modated in the public ward inasmuch ds he \+*ould b.. 
unable to pay in a private ward. His passage was 
paid fnom the Governor's Private Vote and it was 
thought that the Medical expenses an? treatmeqt 
would have been small and could be reclJvc;l ed in some 
\my, but we were confronted with this bill from 
Trinida,d to the amount of $390, and ill i t  was the 
sum, even though he was accommodated in the public 
ward, for $6 a day for that accomn~odaii~on. We 
I eferred the matter back to the Trinida~l Government 
thinking that i t  might have been a mistake on their 
part and we were told "No", that that ~ inoun t  was 
what i t  costs to maintain any patients in the public 
ward and since Mr. Jones mqas a strarger he would 
have to pay the $6 whether in a public or priva.,c 
ward. That was fo!!owed soon after 6) a Minut* 
which was circulated to all the Governmeiits of ttie 
area from the Government of Trinidad, calling at- 
tention to the facts that I have just stated, that it 
cast them $6 a day in the public ward ancl that any- 
body coming to Trinidad would have to pay the $6. 

That is the position that confronts us and thefe 
was nothing else to do but to come to this House and 
put the matter sympathetically in a s  much as Mr. 
Jones would be unable to pay. [A VOICE: Does 
he work for the Government t ]  He works in a privatc 
capacity but Dr. St. John who saw him got in touch 
with my Ministry and told us of the seriousness of 
the case and asked if he could be s e n ~  t_c Trinidacl 
for treatment; and he himself communicated in a 
private capacity v i th  the doctor, Dr. Metivier, I 
think i t  was, of Trinidad in connection with the cas- 
That is the position. The Trinidad Government in. 
sists that the amount be paid even altncugh he w a s  
accommodated in the public ward and therefore I 
come to this House to ask them to move this vote t: 
clear the debt. I beg to move that Head 29 stand 
part. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I notice the 

honourable junior member for St. Thornas, the Hotl 
Minister for Social Services, informed the House thal 
there was no magnet powerful enough f . c ~  such work 
I would like to ask the Minister for 3ocial Servicu. 
if after all these years of research there is no magnel 
for operations of this kind at  the Baryados Generzl 
Hospital. Of course, there are some tcy magnerc 
which boys of six and eight years use, but when wt 
talk about magnets we inean magnets used in surgery 
we are not referring to aommercial magnets. 

Mr. Chairman, what I do want to know is whethei 
there is an electro-magnet a t  the Gell2ral Hospitn 
for use in surgery for operations #of this kind, b. 
cause I consider the victim here to be a very fortunatt 
man to have undergone the suspense of having t c  
travel t o  Trinidad and having to surviv the opera 
tion to retain the use of both of his eyes, and I thinl 
with growing industrial activity of this kind, as usua 
the question of emergency will arise, and if we arc 
going to move out of the "horse-and buggy" day! 
we must expect that the more highly industrialisec 

we become, things of this nature-spli~ters in the 
cye and matters of this kind-the more these things 
become necessary, and I would like to b d  out fr'om 
the honourable member if there is a n  electro magnet 

'r 
at  the Hospital because it is no more than the Barba- 
dos Government can afford, even if it costs millions 
of pounds, and with my limited knowledge of these 
matters i t  is a device if I should call it that, which 
we should have. 
3.45 p.m. 

It is a device, if I can call i t  that, which is a vcry 
simple construction. I believe that, with a little hu- 
man ingenuity, in an enlergeiicy, one could be con- 
structed iii Barbados by any coiiipetent electrician, 
members of this House notwithstanding, who may 
have knowledge of these matters. I do not think that 
honourable members should at  all be reluctant io 
subscribe to this particular vote, especially in web- 
of the fact that, unfortunately for Mr. Jones, he has 
undertaken to give i t  back to the Barbados Gov- 
ernment. But, as a government we have to providc 
as a duty free of cost, the mi~iiniuin standard of 

). 

medical services for the people of this country. IG 
seems to me to be rather hard on Mr. Jones that h- 
should have, out of his own pocket, to pay for some. 
thing which the Governi,lent should provide and 

* 
have available for the use of the uiifortunate peoplc 
in 'this community. 

I very much hope that no meniber of this HOUZV 
will make any unjust criticism of the charge made I 
by the Trinidad Government. After all, their tax 
payers had to erect a hospital costing about $7 lull 
lion in the long run, and despite our large sur- 
pluses every year, we have not decided to erect a 
hospital with iiiodern equipment. Therefore, wp 
cannot get annoyed at  the Trinidad Government if 
they have to charge for their service, because i t  IS a n  
imposition on the Trinidad taxpayers. They are 
doing for us what we should have done for  ourselves; 
this may serve as a useful object, although i t  is a 
most unfortunate time or occasion for us to be taught 
the lesson that we should put onr own house ill 4 
order. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Chairman, the first thing I 
would like to say is that we hope that Mr. Jones has 
lecovered his sight (the Hon. Minister has not said 
90) sufficiently well that the Surgeon can guarantet 
that i t  is alright again. The next thing I wouid 
like to say is that, unless the cost. is prohibitive, T 
think i't is most unfortunate that we could not aflord 
the people of Barbados this particular facility for 
getting them better. That is most unfortuna~e 
Thousands and thousands of dollars are spent a1m~r.t 
annually on equipment at  the General I-Iospital, and 
I hardly think that the magnetic power of this 
equipment in Trinidad had to be so great so as t c  
f i t  something out of a man's eye. I t  seems to me 
as a layman, that i t  is most unfortunate that we 
could not supply this instrument. 

There is something new in these notes when 
$ 

thev refer to the General Hospital as  "our7' Gen- 
eral Hospital. I have not seen that before. The 
note to this Item starts off in this way: "The 
Ophthalmic Surgeon of our General Hospitai in 
January, 1955, recommended that Mr. Lawrence 
Jones, a patiedt a t  the Eye Ward of the Institution, 
should seek emergency optical treatment in Trim- 
dad for removing a metallic foreign body from hi& 
left eye . . . ." I suppose they wanted to contrast oul 
Hospital with the Trinidad Hospital. However, they 
have called it the Barbados General Hospital lowex 
down in the note, and therefore they have got t) 
know the name. 

l Mr. Chairman, I cannott too strongly condemn 
1 the present Government for the many acts of ignor- 



ing the written constitution of this colony. '$h 
Barbados House of Assembly is the only branch 
of the Legislature that can attach conditions to 
money comlng out of the Treasury. The Governor's 
vote is no Item under which they can make advances 
from the Treasury to be loaned out; the Governor 
has a special allowance under the Item "Mibcel 
laneous" for expenditure. What might have bcea 
done is this: if you want the moiiey in a hurry and 
you could not come to the House for i t  in a day, 
this money could have been advanced from this .vote 
with the understanding that you would include i t  
i n  a vote of this House for the purpose of a lam. 
You cannot tabe money which is voted for expendi- 
ture and convert i t  into money for a loan, just as 
you have a revolving fund for fishermen and so orl. 
I t  is becoming a habit, and it is a bad habit, to 
encourage this illegal dealing with votes of this House. 

I remember that this particular vote was used 
for putting lights in this Chamber. I t  is an insult 
to this House of dssembly that some member of 
the Government was trying to be smart and saiti. 
"this House would not vote for these lights being 
installed, and therefore let us trick them by puiting 
in these lights from the Government's vote." I 
repeat that this vote is not a vote for the purpose of 
lending anybody any money; if you had to use it ic  
an  emergency for a loan, yov should come to  the 
House and let the House give the money or put a 
vote in the Estimates for a similar purpose; but dc 
not use votes for expenditure for granting loans. 
You are assuming the role of the House of Assemblv 
in altering the conditions under which money i~ 
voted from the Treasury. There was nothing wrong 
i n  advancing this money until you could come to 
the House and get the matter regularised. I t  is not 
only that; i t  means that the !Governor-in-Executive 
Committee or the Government can decide that the3 
are going to lend out money from the Treasury. 
The principle of the thing should be decided in here ; 
i t  is the people's representatives and not the Cou- 
ernment who should decide whether this moneg. 
should be a free gift to Mr. Jones or a loan. Thcj 
are overstepping their powers; let them get the 
written Constitution which gives those powers, and 
do not tamper with the Constitution under which 
this is being done. There is no reason why this mat- 
ter should be dealt with in this way. The Barhdos  
House of Assembly have not got the guts to do it, 
but  a previous House have told the Governor that he 
would have to pap back money which he had spent, 
and  this is one time that I will insist that he pay 
i t  back. 
3.55 p.m. 

If  he said that he had advanced this money be- 
cause i t  was a case of emergency, what about ad- 
vancing it from the Entertainment Vote for the 
Ministers or some1 Vote like that? I say again that 
you have no right to loan out money that is voted for 
expenditure. Do not loan money out from that 
source and then get legal advisers to draw up docu- 
ments! It is a wrong thing. I recall that money 
was paid out of the Treasury to the R.U.O.C. and 
somebody else for equipment wrongfully because the 
House nevm voted for i t ;  the House never said that 
i t  could be taken out. They put  in a Resolution 
afterwards to approve the principle of paying i t  out 
that  may. The ~Qovernment saw they could not take 
'it out and then brought a Resolution in here for the 
nurpose of information. That wan;: a very wrong 
thin> to do. 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to know if Mr. Jones 
was working with any employer at the time so that 
h~ might be entitled to  Workmen's Compensation. 
According to this Note i t  is merely stated that he was 

a carpenter. It will be very unfortunate if he will 
have to pay this money out of his own pocket. If he 

I were in private employment he would be aMe to re- 
cover something to pay Government this $100. 

1 I am going to warn the Government that this vote 
l cannot be used in this way. It seems to me as if / members of the (Government are just trying to think 

of something and cannot possibly think of the right 
thing because to think of the right thing is too straight 
and narrow a path; therefore they must think o: 
something which has an  element of smartness i n  it. 
I am warning them not to do it; it is unnecessary. I 

1 am suggesting that the Government cannot lend, this 1 man this money under this Head and they sbould 
not have done it. Here it is, they have acted illegal- 
ly, they have broken the constitution and they should 
be taken to task about i t  by  this House of Assembly. 
Under no circumstances, Mr. Chairman, I am sug- 
gesting that this man should be loaned this $100 by 
the Government. 

Sir, I hope nobody &e has suffered such a n  in- 
jury and because, say, the Ophthalmic Surgeon did 
not attend to them, they have probably lost their 

1 sight. As the honourable member who spoke before 
me has said, we should have such equipment a t  the 
General Hospital and the very person who should re- 
commend this equipment iq the very person who has 
recommended that Mr. Jones should go to Trinidad 
to get the, treatment. 

This is one matter which the Government should 
publicise and I hope that they are going to publicise 
it. There was a time when people from abroad alnd 
from the neighbouring colonies came to  Barbados for 
treatment a t  the General Hospital and because they 
had to pay double what Barbadians were called on 
to pay for treatment a t  that Institution they said 
that i t  was very bad of the Barbados  government to 
do that, although it was made clear t o  them that the 
fee, say, if i t  were $5, was the fee chargeable; but 
because the people of Barbados were paying taxes 
which helped to up-lieep the General Hospital, they 
were only called upon to pay half of it. Here i t  is, 
those same people are telling you now, when there is 
all this talk of Freediom of Movement, Customs 
IJnion and Free Trade, that  a worker in Barbados 
who goes to Trinidad to have treatment which he 
cannot get here must pay $6 a day i n  the Public 
Hospital for treatment although he is placed i n  an  
ordinary ward and what is more, probably for the 
inerme turning on and off of electricity, a Surgeon is 
working for $75. I want that  publicised because of 
the fierce criticism that  we have had from those same 
people. So fierce was the criticism a t  the time that 
we had to alter our charges and allow them to obtain 
the treatment a t  the same fee as  Barbadians. I hope 
the Minister of Health will see to it that special 
publication is given to this particular case. 

Mr. F. L. WALICOTT : That is a matter which 
concerns the individual colony. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I cannot particularly unde~stand 
the view of the honourable member on my right. The 
fact remains that individuals from the other colonies 
have come here and said that they do not do i t  there. 
therefore we should not do i t  here. [Mr. F. 1%. WAL- 
COTT: That is a matter for the Government.] The 
honourable member thinks that I do not know what 
T am talking about. He says it is a matter for the 
Government of the particular colony. Have vou ever 
heard of a Government opening its mouth except 
through the voice of a human being? There is not 
such a thina as a Government openinr its mouth ; it is 
the peonle and if the people sav my Government doe4 
not cln that. that i~ the voice of the pe~onle. We had 
a Barbadian in British Guiana, (Dr. Browne) and 



he said that he had to endure this criticism for 20 ocic 
years. I took him to a meeting of the General Hos- 
pital Board so that he could g& a correct view of tlii 
matter. Of course, he got floored because he mac 
told that the gentleman from British Guiana whc 
ever paid $3 or $5 per day here for treatment woub 
have to pay the identical amount if he had gone in 
side a similar ward in the Hospital & British Guian, 
for treatment. The fact remains that pwple from 
other neighbouring colonies did say that if you chargec, 
a Barbadian $3 per day or whatever the amount was 
that you should not charge a St. Lucian, Trinidadian, 
o r  a Vincentian double that anlouat for treatmal 
because he had to come here for it. 
4.05 p.m. 

I n  spite of the fact that the charge was $G and 
ldadian came a Barbadian gets i t  for that, if a Trin: 

here and was only resident for six months and got 
sick, he gets i t  a t  the same price as  the Barbadian 
ge& i t :  so what I am telling you, sir, is true; and 
if they admit their own people in Trillidad to thls 
particular ward free of charge, how are you going 
to get 100% and make it $6. But I am saying this, 
that the people from Barbados who stnt the man 
from here should have discovered all this before, an? 
then you could not say that the Trinidad Govern- 
a e n t  did this and sent you a bill if you had 'had 

falls on the just, and ,on the unjust alike. Those of 
us who undergo medical expenses for our family 
have to borrow the money, because it is not the sort 
of money we have a t  our disposal. 

Why didn't the Minister of Slocial Services 
posses the courage to say that i t  was his intentio~l 
to test the Legislature to find out if they would give 
the man a grant to permit him to go to Trinidad with- 
out coming back today with a loan Prcm the Gov. 
ernment as if this were some case in which the mali. 
desired to go-as if he had an  acute a;~pendicitis or 
e goitre and therefore wanted to werid his way to 
the United States of America for Specialist trea7- 
ment, but on the advice of the doctor it vas decid '1 
$Hat the man should go to Trinidad i? the public 
ward ? Why is i t  he has gone in the puFlic ward ? It 
shows that the man knows the snobberies of Bar- 
bados. If the circumstances could afford him he 
would go in the private ward. Some people ~vould 
not go to the Hospital in Barbados a t  all to raceive 
any sort of treatment unless they knew they were 
going to die the next day. They would p r e f e ~  to dic 
rather than to go in the public ward even to save their 
lives. That shows the concept that has been per- 
petuated in  Barbados and in which you regard your- 
self because it lowers you to the status cif the mail 
whlo sweeps the street. 

correspondence with them or cable sayicig that thAs 
work should ha'' taken care of e of 
The nature of the case is such that i t  would not take 
any genius to see this. This is slackners on the pa .t 
of the people from this end making the arrangements, 
but still it does not alter the fact that i t  is surprising 
that this kind of charge can be put  oa a poor man 
because the people might have felt he -as sent 
the Barbados Government, so a good ~pportunlt~y 
existed for getting as much as they could out of it. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: On humanilalian grounds 
vou can do anything. When I say you can do any- 
ihing, that is to say this is one of thaw cases that 
anyone would 'ppathise with, but in 
is a pwing that if On humani- 
tarian grounds is necessary you need nnt discuss it. 
hike the hurricane, you do have to it 
because it was an act of God. This incident took place 
:n January, 1955 over ri year ago and i t  has n o r ~ ~  reach- 
od the Legislature. Son~tlrody somewhere did not have 
the courage of their conviction to say that this mall 
was unable to pay and therefore we are going to the 
Legislature and ask for a grant to permit the man 
to do it. N ~ ~ ,  I v,as not here when this ~ s o l u t i o l l  
was introduced but I understand he was a carpnte;.. 
Under what circumstances as the honourable junirsr 
member for the City has asked, did thi,, man receive 
this injury? Was i t  in the process of tile course of 
his employment? If it were, the Corn- 
pensation Act, com,es to bear ; if i t  were his own 

what are the circ-stances and w8ages of 
this carpenter that this ,Legislature c m  decide this? 
1s this a cage to ask the man to repay the loan What 
are the wages of a carpenter in Barhados? About $20 
a week. And with a man working for that, how 
much do you expect him to repay for medical atten- 
tion out of a wage ,of $20 a, week? mould you not 
say 20% is extremely high, because even in rent wllen 
a man is paying more than 10% of his income, 
his rent is not economical; he: is paying more 
than he can afford to  p-ay. So if he is paying 200/0, 
he is paying $4 which is likely to take him three 
years.-Do you want to impose that burden on h im?  
Is i t  an  instance where you can say you cannot give 
the people everything, you have to make them pay 
for something? That is the concept even in illness, 
and it has taken the Government a long time to d6:- 
cide that illness is not a luxury but a malady which 

After examination of these things-and the Min- 
istry of Social Services in this context mean 
more than a mnistrY by the of what 
a concept mean-if t5e Minister is 

that this man is unable to pay, why 
he not have come to the Legislature and say this car- 
penter is unable to pay and the doc to~  has recom- 
mended him to go to Trinidad? It is not that the 
man was seeking medical aid in  Trinidad, but the 

recommended that he should go there. What 
mqould prevent the man from saying he is too poor 
to pay for i t ?  What has happened is that after s 
lapse of time they find difficulty in the man being 
able to meet this treatment, because for a 
E be ?%ill for SO long where would he get the residue 
to pay for this? A carpenter only works for wages 
rvhen he works; a carpenter does not work for 
or a salary --- like members of the House cif Assembly: 
we draw a salary whether we come here or not. And 
what I say is this, the coumge of your own convi~- 
$ion should have led you to say the ~ 1 : ~ i s l a t u r e  is 
going to agree: or, as You have felt in other things, 
we will go to the Legisla*ture to ask them to give this 
man a chance because the doctor recommended him. 
m y  were you afraid or worried why the loan would 
not be made? I t  Seems to me Strange that the GOV- 
ernor's vote had to be used as the medium through 
which You had to grant this loan to gel to Trinidad. 
I would Say this : if 1 were in as affluent a position as 
the Minister that finances other schemes other thar  
humanitarian schernf*~, 1 would have done i t  out af 
my own pocket to show a socialist feeling. The GOV- 
ernor does not have any money; i t  comes out *of the 
public purse the same way. His money is voted for 
by the people of Barbados. It is the upinion of the 
Minister that the man should pay back the moniey 
and therefore he must come to the H o u ~ e  of Assem- 
bly to get the approval for the man to pay back this 
loan. Was he insured? Did it occur in a private 
capacity? Because if it did not occur ii? the course 
of his employment, therefore there is no point asking 
the insurance company to pay up  for the loss of an 
eye; and if it happened in the course of employment, 
it is another instance to ask why the Government js 
delaying the Workmer 'S Compensation, Amendment 
Act, and therefore these are the sort cf things that 
~hould  be put  right. 



I do say, Mr. Chairmal:, I would be bold enough 
to say to the House and to the public,-ellthough peo- 
ple in  Barbados will say you are forming a dangerous 
precedent-this is a man who is too poor and he can- 
liot afford to pay and the doctor recommended him. 
This is not a case in  which the man said I wbuld 
like to go to Trinidad; but  from what the Adden- 
dum tells us the doctor recommended this to the Gov- 
ernment. What I would like to  say is thzt this man 
returned since April 1955 and it has taken nearly a 
year before i t  could reach the Legislature for us t o  
make this decision. 
4.15 p.m. 

It has taken nearly a year. This man ha> 
returned t~ Barbados, the operation was regarded as 
an  emergency operation and the money Resolution 
involved in this emergency operation could n ~ !  
reach this Chamber until nine months afterwards ' 

Why is tha t?  What are the reasons for the delay? 
Was i t  that you were trying to insist on the mal, 
paying this nloney although you were satisfied that 
the circumstances wcrs such that he eould not 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I n  the Beacon, news 
paper. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I expect anything from the 
honourable member. If he can produce anything 
under my name stating that the Trinidad Government 
is corrupt, then I will resign my seat. 

l Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The honourable member 
was afraid to sign his name. I can bring chapter and 
verse to prove that he has done it, and therefore he 
has done this Government more harm by making that 
statement. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I would be very glad if the 
honourable memer would listen to the gavel of the 
Chair. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I apologise, Mr. Cha.lr- 
man, but the honourable member did not recogliisc 
the gavel of the Chair. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is- 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : No, no, Mr.  Chairman, I 

had not finished speaking; I was Lonouring the deco- 
rum of the House. 

repay this loan of $100; and therefore you are n ~ w  
asking legislative approval for the amount which you 
have to spend to put  back the Governor's vote to the 
amount which it should be? I quite agree with tn6 
honourable member who says that you should write 
off this amount. Your eyes are things which are 
very delicate; there is no substitute for them. What 
I regret is that i t  has ndt been related under what 
circumstances this man had to seek medical aid, ad~d 
if this metal had to be renloved as a result of his 
occupation or if there had been an  accident unrelated 
to his occupation. 
I The question of W o r k e n ' s  Compensation 
therefore does not arise; in order for Workmen's 
compensation to be in issue, you will have to say 
what the Insurance Company would have to Gay. 
This accident has not taken place in  the course ol 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: There is no Government in 
the West Indies which has accused the Trinidad Qov. 
ernment of anything of which the honourable member 
has accused this Government. Let the honourable 
member produce any article under my name as Minis- 
ter of Labour accusing the Trinidad Government of 
corruption; let him produce any article under InS. 
name accusing it or any Government of corruption. 
T~et him produce any article to that effect. If he eau- 
~!ot produce any such srticle, then I call upon him to 
withdraw that charge. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The honourable member 
is so shameless that he will &and in  his seat today and 
deny that he has written that. That is another ex- 
i:mple of the type of persons whom we have, who kl~ow 
they have written these things. I have letters whlch 
I have written and things I havq done to prove what 

this man's employment, because that should have 
been stated in the Addendum to the Resolution. '?hi. 
matter reached the stage where i t  was a que:- 
tion of this man becoming a public patient, ancl lf 

you are satisfied that this man was working for 
wages below those which would be regarded as w a W  
out of which he could not repay a loan in the clr- 
cumstances, then it is a public duty that this man 
be of the payment which he haq been re- 
quired make- I am One of those people W" 
not believe that you should charge people for medl 
cal treatment in hypothetical cases; I believe in 
dealing with medical cases of need. No carpenter 
in Barbados could afford to go overseas for an opera- 
tion even in  Trinidad, because he has cot got the 

to do so. N~ who is working 
for $20 a week, unless he was not eating any food, 
could find himseu with savings to provide for rnedlcal 
treatment of this nature. If you have to provide this 
treatment it is a humanitarian act, and I do not see 
why the Government could not see fit to relieve this 
man of this payment. This is not a case where you 
could say that you are creating a serious precedent 

I t  is a matter of Government to Governmel;t 
-you cannot g~et the Trillidad GoverlImeJit 

to be sympathetic with the Barbados Government ui 
members of this Government d l l  get up here and talk 
about the Trinidad Gave-ent being corrupt. You 
get a Midster like the Hon. Minister of Labour writ- 
ing in a newspaper saying that the Trinidad Govern- 
merit is a corrupt Government. That is a responsi- 
bility which you have-- 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I should like to ask the hon- 
ourable member where have I ever written in a news- 
paper that the Trinidad Government is a corrupt 
Government ? 

I the honourable meuber has done. If this were a 
Court, I would call members of this Chamber to 
prove what he has written; but he has the effrontery 
to get up in here and say things when he knows that 
less than three weeks ago he has withheld thillgs 
which were sent to the newspaper because he knev 
i t  was against the n e ~ s p a p e r ' ~  policy. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I am asking the hon. 
laenlber to withdraw the charge that 1 havet written 
anything in m y  newspaper accusing the Trinidad 
G~~~~~~~~~ of corruption. 

Mr. F. L'. WALCOTT: I have nothing to with- 
draw; ' that On a platform. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Hon. Minister has 
raised objection to the remarks made by the hon. 
junior member for St. Peter to the effect that the 
Hon. Minister has accused the Trinidad Govern- 
ment of corruption. 

Mr. P.  L .  WALCOTT : If I have said any- 
thing which the hon. member has not done, all he 
has to do is to go to the Court with the matter. 
There are sufficient lawyers for him to do that .  You 
cannot expect to have good relationships between 
this Government and the Trinidad Governmei~t it: 

way. If You have Persons who c m  say mch 
things of other Governments, You Cannot expect such, 
Governments to get on with you when you are not 
saying the best things of 

If the Hon. Minister of Social Services can say 
that the Trinidad Government has wzitten a letter 
on the basis of asking them to ~esc ind  this charge, 
or that this Government is preparing to write 
that Government asking it to do so, so f a r  as I am 
concerned, I do not think they should go as far  as 
shat because with the relation that exists between 



the Barbados Government and the Trinidad Gov- 
ernment today----- 
4.25 p.m. 

Hon. R. G .  MAPP : The h011 member has 
made a very serious accusation against me. I have 
denied the accusation. The words which he used in  
making the remarks were that I, the Minister of 
Labour, had accused the Trinidad Government OS 
being corrupt. I n  accordance with Rule 130 of this 
House I am objecting to those words in the debate. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: What Rule are jou quoting? 
Hon. R. G 11IAPP : Kule 130; if the hon 

membr  refuses to withdraw those nords I am ask- 
ing that they be taken down. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Chairman, i am 
going further than that.  I am going to say that 
the Minister of Labour writes those articles. 

Mr.  CHAIRMAN: I am speaking to the hon 
junior member for S t .  P'eter. I am asking him to 
take his seat. 

Mr. BARELOW: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a 
point of Order. I think the objection raised by the 
hon. senior member for S t .  Thomas under Rule 
132 is out of place. 

Mr. CHAIKMAN: Are you raising another 
objection ? 

Mr. BARROW: No Sir. 
Hon. R. G.  MAPP : I rise on a point of Or- 

der. The hon. senior member for S t .  George is say- 
ing something about Rnle 132; the hon. member is 
out of order. 

Mr. BARROW: The hon. member is saying that 
this matter relates to Rule 130 but if Your Honour 
will look a t  Rule 132, you mill see that with regard 
to the words to which objection has been taken, the 
objection must be made a t  the time the words were 
used. Another thing is that the hon.. senior mem- 
ber for S t .  Thomas challenged the hon junior 
member for St. Peter to prove them; therefore, 
you cannot sustain this objection at  all. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : You do not need any 
Rules to settle this matter. I will go further by 
saying that if you are going to uphold this objec- 
t i m  so far as I am concerned, I am ready for any 
objection. 

Mr.  CHAIRMAN : Just  allow me to read these 
Rules. Rule 130 reads as follo~vs : 

When any member objects to words used in 
debate, and desires them to be taken down, Mr. 
Speaker, if i t  appear to be the pleasure of the House, 
will direct them to be taken down by the Clerk 
accordingly. " 

Now, the hon. nlember is objecting to those 
words. I will have to instruct the Clerk to take 
them down. 

A VOICE: That will hare to be dollr in the 
House. 

Mr. CEIAIRMAN: Rule 131 reads as follows: 
"111 a Coninlittee of the whole Iionse, thc 

Chairman if it appear to be the pleasure of the 
Committee, mill clirect words objected to, to be 
taken down, in order that the same may be report- 
ed to the House". 

Now, i t  is my duty to find out if i t  is the 
pleasure of the Committee that those words object- 
ed to should be taken down. 

Mr. LEWIS : Allow me, Mr. Chairman, as a 
member of the Committee to express my views. I t  
is not a matter if any psrticular member wants the 
words to be taken down, i t  is a matter if the Com- 
mittee of the House or the House wants something 
done. I am merely asking you for a matter of in- 
formation how the matter struck you. Did the h m .  
senior member for S t .  Thomas object to the re- 
marks used by the hon. junior member for S t .  Peter 

or did he ask that they be substantiated? That is 
211 I am interested iu.  You, Sir, are the sole judge 
of that. \$'hat is your interpretation of the mat- 
ter. I t  has now developed i n  an  obj~c~tlon to the 
remarks and whether you can entertain the objec- 
tion at this particular point, I am not quite sure 
you can, because the hori junior member for S t .  
Peter spoke twice after making the remarks. At any 
rate, 1 am only asking the question as to how you 
interpreted i t  to know how to vote. 

Mr.  CHAIRMAN: As I understand it, the 
hon. senior member for S t .  Thomas asked the hon. 
junior member for S t .  Peter if he can prove in 
any way whether he had written this article. If 
he cannot prove it, he, the hon. sepior member 
for St. Thomas, will object to the remarks. 

Mr.  LEWIS: I11 order to get proof, he will 
have to go outside the House to bring proof. I 
merely \vanted to get it straight because I do not , 
want it to happen that you are put in a false posi- 
tion in this matter. I t  nlay not be a matter of any 
particular interest to the persoil using the offending 
words or the person who is taking objection; i t  is 
a matter for the Committee. I am merely asking 
again: did the hon. senior member for St. Thomas 
object to the remarks or did he ask whether the 
hon. junior member fur S t .  Peter could substan- 
hate the statement? 

Mr. CHAIRhfAN: As I have explained to the 
honourable junior member for the City already, it 
will be very difficult to have this case proved a t  the 
moment because I feel that the particular newspaper 
will have to be produced, or something of the sort, in 
which that particular article had been written so 
that the whole House or the Committee will be able to 
see by whom i t  was writtten. I also take the view 
that the honourable senior member for St. Thomas 
a t  the same moment when the honourable junior 
member for St. Peter made use of the remarks, did 
not altogether object to them; he was awaiting ap- 
proval of the case. 

Rule 132 reads as follows:- 
"Every such objection is to be taken at  the time 

when such words are used and not after any otber 
member has spoken." 

I think that the honourable junior member for 
St. Peter had risen to prove his case but  he did not 
prove i t ;  he simply went on to speak; therefore, I 
will have to abide by Eule 132. EA,PPLAUSE] The 
honourable junior member for St. Peter may con- 
,tinue to speak. 
4.35 p.m. 

Mr. F. L. WAljCWT: Mr. Chairman, I would 
not like to go over that. What I would say now, is 
#fair. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Now, I am appealing to the 
honourable junior member for St. Peter. 

Mr. Ff.  b. WALCOTT: What I would say is l 
would not deal with that frivolous objection. What 
ihe Minister of Social Services should do so far as 
the Government of Barbados and the Trinidad GOT- 
ernment are concerned is to fmd out if they would 
be prepared as Government to 'Government to rescind 
any expense which they charge and to know if a re- 
ciprocal agreement can be made between the1 two 
Governments if such a case arose in  Trinidad, as 
would need treatment in  Barbados as i11 this case 
d i th  Barbados, because I am sure that on the eve of 
Federation there can be no objection if there is an 
agreement. The rule stands if there is no agreemmt, 
and you will have to  pay the fees, but I am sure if 
the Barbados Goveilnment enters agreement with the 
Trinidad Government over charges in  such circum- 
stances then the question of a fee does not arise be- 



t,ause we  eel sure the best things can arise. 'fhe idea 
was hls to assess the medical expenses of this man 
and ii the BIinister is satisfied that the circumstances 
are such that he is not in a position wlthout some 
dr&culty to repay this loan, he can ask the House for 
the approval for granting the man this money under 
the circumstances and we will be performing a ser- 
vice to humanity. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I want to ask one or two 
questions on this humanitarian point. I want to 
know if we have yet, acquired this instrument which 
tne patient had to be sent to Trinidad to  have used on 
him, and consequently whatever the answer of that 
might be I go a little further and say to the honour- 
able member that  it is just natural that  the state 
should provide the best medical services for the citi- 
zens as we can get in  our country as far  a s  possible. 
In my way of thinking, this man Jones-I do not 
lrnow him--is a man who contributes to the taxation 
of this country in  one way or another and it is e r  
duty therefore, to  get the most modern equipment as 
W-e possibly can for the benefit of patients at the Gen- 
eral Hospital. I n  the absence of this we have to send 
them to Trinidad. That is my considered opinion, 
but before I go further I would like the Minister to 
tell me whether they have that instrument in  Barba- 
dos for removing this steel, because if a similar thing 
happens to-morrow the same case would arise. I am 
not getting into the Trinidad W ~ J Y  of doing things, 
they do things in a more lively way ; but if thenrrini- 
dad ~Governmmt feels like doing things that way it 
shows how far  we will get with Federation. Have 
we yet after a year, finding it necessary to send a 
man to Trinidad to save his sight, got the particular 
instrument or is it something only peculiar to --- 

Trinidad ? 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Well, Sir, I was 

really going to speak a t  the conclusion of the wllolr 
debate, but if the honourable members7 continuation 
of the debate depends on my answer I will say this. 
We have not actually procured i t  yet, but I have 
asked Dr. St. John and I believe he is taking steps 
with a Canadian f i ~ m  to  secure one in the very neai. 
future. I n  fact, we are taking steps to get one. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I thank the Hon. Min- 
ister for his reply. But  does the honoarable mem- 
ber not think that as the honourable junior rnemb5r 
for St. Peter has said in an  accident where a m%? 
gets something in his eye in this modern day, me 
should provide this instrument as long as something 
exists for a Hospital? I say Barbados should acquire 
it, and therefore i t  is no fault of this mar ;  this Gov- 
ernment is responsible. Well, the honourable mem- 
ber laughed. This Governm~nt is as responsible for 
him as for me. I t  is nothing to lauph at  because by 
the grace of God if i t  happened to me I could go to 
Trinidad and I could pay. That is how you r u r  a 
country for those who cannot pay;  therefore, i t  : S  

nothing to smile at. If you have a wide awake Hos- 
pital, I say that the service should be adkquate. This 
is not something that is new because I have made n- 
quiries into it. On this matter I am g,ing to dra.v 
to the attention of the Minister that therr is a lot 13 
be said. I n  recent months Barbadians going to the 
Barbados General Hospital are sent out tc take X-rays 
at  Dr. Bayley7s clinic. You have to do something 
about these things. Please note that and if the Min- 
ister wants me to call -ames 1 will call names. Mr. 
Austin b. Tudor was in the hospital from 5th DC- 
cember and in January he had to go to Dr. Bayley ';, 
for an X-ray; also Mr. Raymond IL~each, T am calling 
names because I have heard about these things and 
because they happened to them. The honottrablr 
member for St. Lucy was standing with me when we 

paid a visit to the General Hospital. H,  said he wes 
sent out after being in  there for  a month and a haif 
to have a n  X-ray taken a t  Dr. Bayley's Hospital. 
This is not a criticism, Mr. Chairman, of the admin- 
istration, because I myself feel and I will repeat it 
for the hundredth time that for  a hospital iy a com- 
munity of 200,000 the service is far  belov~ the public 
health required today even in the United States. One 
f the first things you need today is an  improved hos- 

pital and I want you to 'get up  and get' in this mat 
ter. As a matter of fact sir, I feel very strong upon 
this thing, and I am going to conclude by asking the 
Minister to see this: while the agricultu-ral labourer 
does not have quite the same responsibility as we do. 
he should be treated properly from the medical stand- 
goint and if this Government knows :hq,t something 
c~riists that can restore human beings to health, i t  is 
their duty to get it. If it costs five thous~nd  pound.; 
get i t :  because to save the eye of one mron might be 
to save an entire family. The Oppositioll I am sure 
is behind what the honourable junior member for S t  
Peter has said. You should not ask the man to pay 
back the money, because if it were somebody in  a 
different category, he would not be asked to 987 
or you would possibly never have heard about it. J 
do not know him but he is a carpenter working for 
his living. 
4.45 p.m. 

I quite agree with the honourable junior member 
for St. Peter. I would say this: some Doctors afte~  
graduating, do not look in  a medical journal a t  all 
I say that with the greatest respect to the Hon 
Minister of Social Services. Some of them do not 
know the latest and the most up-to-date equipment, 
therefore It is not surprising that with a Hospital in 
Barbados you had to send somebody to Trinidad ia 
order to get something out of his eye. The moment 
I become elected to this House, I have to do for  
people what they cannot do for themselves. There- 
fore I quite agree with the honourable junior member 
for S t  .Peter that while we must pay this money t~?  
Trinidad, this man got into an accident while working 
for an honest living, and he should not be called 
upoq to pay any of this money. 

I am asking the Hon. Minister to do everything 
and see that this man should not be asked to pap t b s  
money. That is my feeling in this matter. I hav 
quite a lot to say in this connection when we corn.. 
to consider the Estimates; let me say in passing that 
you have a very wide-awake man interested in the 
administration of the Hospital, but please do not be 
parsimonious in getting down equipment for the 
Hospjtal. I repeat: I have a lot more to say when 
we come to the Estimates dealing with this Head. I 
should like to say that my son, your daughter ot 
brsther or aunt would want to pull strings so as t o  
prevent them from paying this money, and I say that 
this man should not have to reps$ this money. I t  is 
khrough the fault of the Barbados Government not 
being well advised as to the General Hospital that 
you had to get this equipment so as  to get this thing 
out of the man's eye. We have to accept the respon- 
sibility to the inhabitants of this island for  knowing 
what is needed a t  the Hospital. If the Hon. Mimsi?r 
were imported, my comment would be the same 
thing; he should be advised as to what is necessary 
at  the General Hospital. I do not say that this is the 
fault of the Radiologist because with all the chest 
troubles he may be overworked; but with modern 
science today, i t  is not a question of the Practitioner 
depending on his diagnosis, everything is examined 
by X-ray equipment. Therefore let us get more X-ray 
equipment for the benefit of people who cannot a ; ~ ,  
out of the island for  treatment. 
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Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Chairmaiz, I would like to ask 
the Hon. Wnister a few supplementary questions 
I should like to know what are the entire circum- 
stances which the Government has discovered about 
this unfortunate man. Has this man got a family? 
Has he got property? Oh what grounds are they ask- 
ing him to repay this loan? I maintain that the Audi- 
or ~Gen :ral and the Accountant General had izo right 
to allolr this money to be taken out of the T r e a ~ u r ~ .  
by way of loan to anybody. It is a dereliction of 
their duty if they have allowed that to be done because 
the mawey was not voted for that purpose. They are 
there breaking the Constitution of the Colony; they 
have to take up the Estimates and the Resolutions 
and see the purpose for which they are voting. This 
Head of the Estimates is an  Expenditure Head ; i t  is 
not for  any loans and the~efore they can get intci 
serious trouble abont this matter. These people can- 
not do that and get O L I ~  of i t .  Thc Queen's Solicitor 
cannot draw up any loan arrangement for mane: 
which i )as not been voted for that nnrpose. 

I want to know if this man is a family man, ancl 
the Government should be able to g& that informa- 
tion. We do not know if this man can get Wor~i-  
men's Compensation either; we do not know if he 
owns any property. Are you paying this money to 
Trinidajd and me~e ly  leaving it to  this man to repay 
this mcney? If  the circumtances are such that thi., 
man is iq a position to repay this money, did he tell 
the Government so? Let the House have all this in- 
formation and enable honourable members to agree 
as to whether this man should ble granted this money 
or not. We must know the circumstances which mnst 
have brsen communicated to the Glovernment before 
tve can say whether this money should, be a. gift or a 
loan. We want to be able to make this expenditure 
approv3d by the House. 

Mr. BARROW: I n  view of the fact that the Hon. 
Minister of Social Services did not answer the ques 
tions which I posed on the occasion when I spoke or 
a t  anytime thereafter, I would summarise the posi- 
tion for him. Apparently sometime after January, 
1955, lb. Jones signed a document agreeing, as f a r  as 
1 can see reading between the lines, to  repay the 
Government this amount of $150. Who prepared this 
document? Was it somebody at the Hospital or the 
Crown Law Oficer or Mr. Gill who enjoys a position 
for which he collects fees as  Queen's Solicitor? The 
Hon. Minister may make a mental or any other kind 
of note which be may feel disposed to make, because 
Vy'e would know whom to turn  out of Office. 

When Mr. Jones signed this document the estim- 
ated cost of the treatment, air patssage to Trinidad 
and maintenance was $150. I n  other words, Mr. 
Jones was undmtaking to pay the whole amount to 
the Barbados Government. The Hon. Minister re- 
minds me of the cow-boy pictures in  which one man 
was saying that somebody had stabbed, him in the 
bmlc. Not having taken the opportunity of familiar- 
ising themselves as t o  the exchange arrangements be- 
tween the Trinidad Government and the Barbados 
Government, they have been taken by surprise that 
the Trinidad Government has sent them this bill. 
When this bill arrived, had Mr. Jones signed a bond 
to pay bwk whatever the cost of the treatment would 
be; because i t  seems to me to be a very severe im- 
position of a working class man in this Country. 
4.55 p.m. 

Is that the positior.? I would like to know that 
and there are also other honourable members who 
~ l o u l d  like to knowo it. I am going to rummarise our 
position: we do not think the Government should 
lend Mr. Uones this money because it will be remem- 
bered that  the two honourable members whc precede!) 

me in addressing this Committee on the matter 
as well as the junior member for St. Peter 
have all said that there should be an  electro- 
magnet a t  the General Hospital for  that pur- 
pose. Up to now the Hon. Minister for  Social 
Services who should know every nook ant1 
cranny as well as every forceps and every suture at 
the General Hospital does not know. For a long 
time he has been fulminating against the manage-- 
ment of the place and for all that time he cannot tell 
us if there is any kind of magnet at the Qeneral 
Hospital. He was very disarming when he intro. 
duced the Resolution by stating that they did not 
had a magnet powerful enough. I _want to knon 
they sver had one at  all. I know there is a f r<e  
masonry among medical practitioners. Can he tell 
us if we have anybody a t  the General Hospital capa- 
ble of wing an  electro-magnet instmmentt I know 
that we have a lot of medica,l people who do not 
like to use an electro-magnet and the Hon. Minister 
of Health should not be afraid to get up  and say 
that there is nobody in Barbados who is capable of 
using an electro-magnet. As a matter of fact, I do 
not blame anty doctor who says that !he is not run- 
ning the risk of using an electro-magnet and that 
you better send that man to Trinidad to get thc 
treatment by that instrument. What worries me is 
that the Hon. Minister of Social Services should now 
ih~ave to look up any document to see if there is an 
electro-magnet at the General Hospital; he should 
know if one is there. He should know if one is there 
or if thle one that, is there is inadequate. 

I want to say this (although I have said i t  be- 
fore but perhaps without sufficient clarity or wit11 
the force with which the honourable senior member 
for tJhe City has said it,) that the predicament ill 
which the unfortunate man f m n d  himself was du? 
to a dereliction of duty on the part  of this Govern- 
ment and because of' that, this unfortunate man 
should not be called upon to pay one cent as a re- 
fund for this treatment which1 be got in  Trinidad. 
The issue as to whether the Trinidad Government 
was morally right to charge us for the services i t  
rendered to this m m  is not relevant. I would en- 
join the Hon. Minister of Sbcial Services to have a 
little respect for members of this House by givinq 
us clear-cut answers to the questions we put up. 

Mr. ALLDER : The point as regards whether 
Mr. Jones should pay back this money is not as 
frightening as the disclosure which has been made 
by the hon senior member for the City. Speaking 
on behalf of the taxpayers of this Colony, when you 
get an Institution like the Barbados General Hos- 
pital which has been in existence for so many years 
( I  do not know from what time i t  was in existence) 
and we claim to be able to attract the best Medical 
P'ractitioners by the salaries and conditions of ser- 
vice which we offer, we should have all the equip- 
ment that is necessary at  that Institution. I n  this 
day of Medical development, the hon. senior mem- 
ber for the City is telling us that the Institution 
to which we pay large sums for running i t  yearly 
is without the means of guaranteeing the Public the 
X-ray examinations which i t  needs. We must cer- 
tainly go into that matter; I am surely frightened 
over the remarks. 

The reason why I fear is, that this is a small 
community and if the General Hospital cannot give 
my family and myself the service which we need, i t  
is a sad position for those of us who do not have 
the means to go to an  exclusive clinic. It is a ~ques- 
tion of health and a private clinic run by an indi- 
vidual might not be wanted by most peep]? in a 
community as small as this. ' I have no sinister 
reason, Sir, for making that point but I am using 
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my commonsense. TVhy should 1 be driven to use 
the services of a private clinic just because the Bar- 
bados General Hospital has not the service? 

X r .  CHAIRMAN : I had allowed the hon. 
senior member for the City to make mention of this 
matter.As a matter of fact he mentioned i t  very 
quickly and said afterwards that  he was not worry- 
ing with that point any more. Now, you are dwell- 
ing on it all the time. 

Mr. ALLDER: I must. 
Mr CHAIR?/IBN: The General Hospital is 

not under this Bead. The hon. senior member for 
the City said that be was not going to make mention 
on that point anymore until the Estimates come up 
for discussion which as you know, will be brought 
before the House next week. I am not allowing any- 
more argument on it. 

Mr. ALLDER: I t  is a verv i m ~ o r t a n t  service 
to&he public. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I know that, but I am not 
entertaining i t  now. 

Mr. ALLDER: Inasmuch as you did not pre- 
vent the hon. senior member for the City from mak- 
ing the point, I do not see the justification of your 
refusing a debate on it. This is too important a 
matter, Mr. Chairman, for you not t o  allow discus- 
sion on it. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I repeat, I am not enter- 
taining i t  now. 
5.05 p.m. 

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, you entertain 
the best things. I am saying, Sir, that  I am dealing 
with the Resolution, and this man has had to be 
sent to the Trinidad Hospital because the apparatus 
which was necessary for  him to be treated with was 
not here in this island. As such, I must observe the 
lack of foresight and proper administkation on be- 
half of those who have that  institution to run. We 
must consider a thing like this as dear to the public 
because it is a question of health; i t  is not gome- 
thing you can do without. As soon as a man be- 
comes ill he is worried as  regards the treatment 
which his Government can afford him through the 
Hospital and other medical institutions. When the 
taxpayers realise that after paying such large sums 
for  the running of these institutions every year an 
important bit of .equipment is not a t  that  institution, 
well then, i t  must cause a great deal of apprehen- 
sion and therefore i t  opens the door for caustic 
criticism. As I said, Sir, health is the most import- 
ant thing to a community and here i t  is that Trini- 
dad whom we are always criticising for backward- 
ness in c e a i n  matters has had to rescue us in this 
respect. But besides that, what am I to do if to- 
night I unfortunately took ill and my doctor tells 
me that I must get an X-ray examination tomorrow? 
I may not hare the money, and even if I have the 
money, relationship between myself &nd a private 
individual might not be as such as to cause me to 
go there without fear. And what is more, S5r, the 
taxpayers nor the Government have any control ovcr 
the running of such a private clinic ; and regardless 
to how precarious your position might be, nobody 
can prevent this private clinic from discriminating 
against one patient as  regards the other and that 
makes the position more frightening. What I am 
trying to emphasise is that members should not tak'e 
the matter as  lightly as the Minister wants us to 
take it. Even so the hon. junior member for the 
City raised the point and the Hon. Minister for 
Social Se~vices suggested not handling i t  now as we 
have the Estimates coming up. 

Mr. LEWIS: On a matter of explanation. 
That is not the case; the hon. member has come late 
as  usual and misunderstood the whole debate. I be- 
lieve I was the first person to speak on this general 
running of the Hospital when i t  comes i n  for criticism 

with the Mental Hospital, but I am dealing with this 
case on its merits. Nobody can get me to postpone 
any matter on a debate. 

Mr. ALLDEB : 'I'he honourable illeillber Ior 
ithe Oity is a l w a p  putting himselr before the bulls. 
' : ~ m  not quoting ariythmg; the honourable junior 

:aember for the City raised this point. 'i'he honour- 
able senior member for the City said he vlsited 
friends there and they told him tihey were told they 
would have to go outside for treatnlellt. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: On a point of Order. 
I said I visited the Hospital and I saw Mr. Austin 
L. Tudor who told me so and there were also other 
names that I called so l do not want to be misquoted. 

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, the honourable 
member strengthens my a~rgument. He could not 
have had an argument if he did not visit the Hos- 
pital. I am saying that honourable members are tak- 
ing a matter like this too lightly 'and \*,ether the 
Government is ple'ased or vexed . . . 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, on a point of 
Order. I was the first person to speak on this Reso- 
lution after i t  was introduced #and seconded by the 
Government side, and in  view of the fact &tart no- 
body on the Government side has spoken apart from 
the Minister of Social Services himself, I would like 
to correct any impression that the honourable senior 
member for St. John has got that we are treating 
(@he matter lightly. We not only bake it seriously, 
but if the man has to pay this money, I will hav? 
to go on a hunger strike or samething to show how 
serimsly I take it. 

Mr. BJILDER: Mr. Chairman, why I am 
ptressing crn #is i s  because in the latter part of 
1955 I had cause - and you too, Sir - to use the 
X-raty at the Hospital a d  it has caused some doubt 
in  me as regards the findings. You, Sir, I have seen 
there, making w e  d that X-ray; I have had to use 
it, and now the disclosure by honourable senior 
member for the City caused us to be very appre- 
hensive. I m wondering whether I should set abou6 
$.a find out whether the apparatus tbere was no usd 
or  whether those who used it did not know what 
they were doing. It is a matter of such great public 
importance, Mr. Chairman, and I am sure that inas- 
much as the honouna,ble senior member for  the City 
has raised it, that the Minister of Social Services 
who should know all parts of the Hospital and how 
i t  is run-apart f r m  his profession a s  a doctor, 
and co&eious that heaith is very important to the 
community and ill-health is very frightening to 
those who are forced to feel that equipment at the 
Government Institution is not up  to standard or not 
there at all. What I would like the Hon. Minister 
to do to reduce the fears d not only the members 
of this place but the general public is to say exactly 
if the fault lies in the absence of a radiologist. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am asking the hon. mem- 
ber not to go into the Hospital. It is not in front 
of m. 

Mr. ALLDER,: I will leave that point off, Slir, 
because I feel the honourable junior m ~ m b e r  for 
St. Thomas will explain it, but what makes i t  worse 
is that i t  has also been said that  the equipment ac 
Bwley's Hospital was also owned by the Barbados 
General Hospital and the public are now going to 
use sometbSng which was cotwidered obsolete a t  the 
Hospital. I am wosndering, Sir, if the same thing 
applies to the Eye Department: if they had a simi- 
lar bit  of equipment there, and i t  is not there again: 
or if they h ~ w e  i t  at all, but  tha~t they do not bhve / anybody in the island who could m e  it. I would 

l like the Hon. Minister to allay such fears by 
m s w d n g  these questions. 



2072 
- - - -  - - -. . . - 

HOUSE _ _ . . . - - - - R _ _  . -- - - - p .- - -- 

There is no use in our spending over $1 milliou 
to extend the services a t  the General IL~spital and 
pay Specialists high salaries, part fees, free lodging 
and equipment down to the merest bit c>f Hospital 
utensils and then be told that an ordir ary humal 
being cannot obtain these services at  :!te Institu- 
tion. [hides]. 
5.15 p.m. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : I cannot hear the hoiio~~rablc 
member when other honourable members are speak- 
ing. 

Mr. ALLDER: You have i t  in your power; yell 

are in the Chair and you have the autilority to main- 
tain order. As I was saying, Sir, afih.= spending 
such monies to run that Institution and paying these 
c g h  salaries and providing living accoijirnodation on 
an elaborate scale for Officers up thers, then w'e finJ 
that this ordinary worlrman goes there aud cannot gct 
the service for which he went there. H L has to go 
to another Island which charges such people more 
thav what we charge them locally. I vc~uld like tr, 
extend the statements made by previous speakers by 
suggesting that i t  is the fault of the Hospital in Bar- 
bados which has caused this youngster to have to go to 
Trl~zidad. I mill say that as a taxpayer, dire2tiy 0;. 

indirectly, he was entitled to free service at  the Bar- 
tddos General Hospital; and if his ir sns do not 
,aBord him to pay for the Trinidad service, it is the 
responsibility of the local Government to pay for that 
service which he got in Trinidad, t h e r c b ~  relieving 
l i m  from this payment. 

I hope you see my point, Mr. Chairman, it was 
the fault of the set-up in Barbados w h i d ~  caused this 
young man to have to go to Trinidad for this medical 
treatment. If we had the treatment hsre, he would 
not have had to go to Trinidaed for it because hi\ 
position does not afford him to pay for it. Inasmucl1 
as he has had to go to Trinidad through no fault of 
his own, I feel like other honourable nleiribers, that 
h ~ h o u l d  not have been asked to repsy the cost of 
this treatment which he got in Trinidad. I am hoping, 
Sir, that whatever the Hon. Minister of Social Ser- 
vices may feel, he will realise that chel.: has been 
a very strong statement made in this House: one which 
would cause the taxpayers to be scared. I hope that 
the Hon. Minister will make a statement. armed, as 
I hope he is, with the knowledge and running of that 
jnstitution up there, so as to cause not only myself, 
but others to feel that if they were to be told that 
they have to go to that Institution tomorrow, they 
would be able to get th? attention they netd and for 
which they pay. 

Mr. BRANCICER : Mr. Chairman, I mholeheart- 
edly support the proposal that the taxpayers of thls 
Country should pay this entire bill. T>ere could b ?  
00 justification a t  all for Mr. Jones, a man of poor 
circumstances as I gather he is, being reunired to re- 
fund this $150 or any portion of it, or of the money 
which Trinidad is charging us. It strikes sne as being 
nnbusinesslike for i t  to appear in this note that it 
was expected that this man's treatment in Trinidad 
would have been made free. One would have thought 
thnt enquiries would have been made beiorehand as 
to what it would cost for this man to haxr this treat- 
inent there. However, it does not matter whether 
we found i t  out or  did not find it oat: I am very 
glad that this case has arisen because i t  brings before 
us very vividly the fact that our General Hospital 'S 

not properly equipped, either with apparatus or with 
the necessary staff for dealing with thi-, case. We 
will be called upon to vote over $1 mi1lia:a in respect 
of this Hospital, and it will be interest~ng to hear 
when we are discussing this Hospital vate, what it. 
is that we really lack a t  this Institution. 

We have heard about our X-ray eq~igment and 
now we arz hearing about this electro xhgnec. We 
have voted increases so that people who $:annot a~ford 
to go to Tr~nidad  for treatment should De able t 3  
get the necessary treatment at  our Institution. I t  
does not matter in the case of the well-to-do classes 
viho can fly to Englai~d out of-their own pockets or 
who are fortunate enougil to find a pretf:rJ for going 
to England whereby their expenses ~tou!d be pajcl 
from some other source; but i t  is a qu,stion of the 
poor people like Mr. Jones-the carpenters and the 
painters-who cannot afford to provi~le themselves 
with such treatment at  the EIospital so chat we will 
not have to send them to Trinidad. &er all, we 
claim to be in the vanguard for so many things-edu- 
cation, medical services and other things-and i t  1s 
now a question as to whether that claim is still tell- 
able. 

I will give the Hon. Minister a lree medical 
opinion; there is nothing which brings ~ b q u t  recovery 
from any ailment more quickly than having one's 
znind relieved. Let a person's mind be set a t  rest 
and his recovery will be effected much more thor- 
cughly and quickly than otherw'ise; let tiiis man bo 
made to understand that the elected representatives of 
the taxpayers of this Country feel t h ~ t  the expense 
for this treatment is at  our door, becau~t. we did not 
have the equipment to deal with this cas- i:nd we will 
gladly meet the expense aad he inay be relieved of 
his position, particularly in the matter of his eyes. 
You ~T'ill prcbably agree that this gentlelnan had to 
get this emergency optical treatment :n Trinidad at  
his expense because of our failure to ha,vo our Hos- 
pital so equipped and staffed and because of that we 
must accept responsibility for this expsnse. I t  i s  
our duty to pay the whole bill. 
5.25 p.m. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The question Is------ 
&. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairma.1, you seem 

to be putting the question before giving the Hon 
Ninister of Social Services a chance to rbyly. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: la replying to 
the question as to whether Mr. Jones was employed 
by any firm from the point of view of be~ng entitled 
to Workmen's Compensation, I shall say that M:. 
Jones was working for himself. I do not know if at  
the time he was doing a job for himself but he is 
uot employed by any firm; therefore, there is no 
question of TVorkmen's Compensation. 

A lot has been said about the agreement to pay 
the amount. I t  has been said, and quite rightly so, 
that this House is the custodian of Goverr ment funds: 
:o the Goverilment could not undertake to tell A f i .  
Jones that it is going to give him thip service fie? . 
TA VOICE: Are you going to give him now?l Yei. 
we can tell him so no%' because from the expressiolts 
of opinion of honourable members we know now that 
that is the feeling of the House. [VOICES Hear'  
Hear !] 

Much has been said that this matter happened 
in January last year and i t  is now February this 
year that i t  has been brought to the attention of 
this House. Mr. Jones went to Trinida,d in January. 
We did not get the Bill from the Trinia:~d Govern 
ment until August. After getting the question of 
the amount from then, I approached the Trinidad 
Government stating the fact of Mr. JoIL~,~' apparent 
inability to pay the cost. Let me sa.q tnat in the 
first instance we had asked them to accornlnodate Mr. 

1 Jones in  the public wards. I n  reply to that question 
they told us that it cost the Trinidad tax-payer $6 
per day to keep a person in the public wards and 
although Trinidadians received the service free, out- 
sides will hane to pay for it. I say that because the 



honourable member said that it could be made a 
matter of terms between the Barbados znd the Trini- 
dad Government. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: What I did say, Mr. 
Chairman, was that looking into the future i was won- 
dering if a reciprocal arrangement could be made be- 
tween the Barbados Government and the Trinldacl 
Goverillneiit on such lines that if \re treat thcir 
vatlent in this way, they could treat ours along the 
uame lines. I was asking the Hon. Almister tc sac 
hhcther in  the future arrangements could be nic~de cn 
a reciprocal basis for treating people like &b. .io.ies' 
case. I do 1ino.r~ that the relationship, owing to the 
way things are in Barbados as compared with that ill 
Trinidacl is likely to be a bit touchj . 

11011. Dr. 11. G. 11. CI.UM&IISS : 2Ir. Chairrdar, 
i \\ill just read the correspoiidence which we received 
fronl the Trinidad Government so as to conipdre i t  
n i th  what they said previously. It reads as fol- 
lows :- 

"There appears to be some misunderstanding 
about the conditions of admis~ion of overseas patient: 
to inedical institutions in this colony, which ~ e r c  
set out in my saving telegram of 21st May, 1353. I 
regret to say that patients from neighbouring coloiiies 
seeking medical attention conti~mc to arrivc here 
without seeking the prior approval of this Govcrn- 
alent, thus causing additioilal admiaistrative diffiuul- 
ties. 

"You may consicl~r it desirable to inalie it k11o;vn 
that, in cases where the appropriate procedure is not 
followed, there is risk that such patients may be re- 
turned to their homelards under the Emigration (Re 
striction) Ordinance. This Government would, of 
course, be reluctant to cause such action to be taken 
except where the case absolutely warr~i i t s  it, but, 
perhaw knowledge of the risk involved might have 
a deterrent effect. 

"In order to save prospective patients and thls 
Government the embarrassment and difficulties which 
arise when the approved procedure is not adhered CO; 

I shali be glad if you will again give wide publicltj 
to the requirements already circularised. It would 
biso help if i t  were made known that, apart from the 
variakle costs of operation, X-ray, consulatation ailtl 
and other fees for bacteriological and other specialist 
examinations, that the &ced charge for maintenanc0 
at all institutions is as follows :- 

Caura TuberculoSis Sanatorium . . $6.00 per day 
Masson Tuberculosis IIospital . . $6.00 ., ,, 
Colonial Hospitals (Porti-of-Spain 

and San Fernando) . . - . $6.00 ,, ,, 
Mental Hospital . . . . $3.06 ,, ,, 
"It should be cardfully noted that the above 

ci1,lrges for maintenance represent the actual cost t3 
this Government per patient and that this Govern- 
rl ~ n t  regrets that i t  will not be possible therefore to 
make special reductions in the rates for indigeilt 
paiients a t  the expense of the Trinidad taxpayer. It 
s:?~*ald also be made clear to the public that the above 
fees are for maintenance only and are applicable 
regardless of whether the patient is warded in a I. nh- 
lic Ward or a Priva'te Room." 

You can see that I approached the matter in a 
semi-official way with the Minister of Health in Trini- 
dad on the 16th August and on the 20th August, 1955 
regarding what was set out in Note 4. You will recall 
n i j  telegram of the 5th January, 1955 which has a 
bearing on it. 

Now, I will say 'that the General Hospital is as 
well equipped with instruments as any in the West 
ludies and I can say that because I have visited most 
of them. But  while that is so, there is the occasional 
i~lstrunient which naturally we may not have. I t  must 
also be borne in mind that Trinidad is an industrial 

place and because of that, its hospital would be 
cqclipped in a way to meet with emergencies as a 
I caillt of industrial operations. We, unfortunately, 
sire not as industrialised as Trinidad; w e  deal more 
with agriculture; therefore there might be something 
llke the instrument which was necessary tcl remove the 
mclallic foreign body from AIr. Jones7 eye that we 
llligill not have. However, 1 can say that we are 
ttlklllg steps to obtain that instrument. honour- 
able members know, the Hon. Dr. St. John of the 
Other Place who is the Opthalmic Surgeon is most 
capable of undertaking the procuring of that instru- 
nlcnt and I have asked him to take steps to procure 
i t  because we can never know when we will need it. 
He  is now corresponding with a firm in  Canada about 
it, so i t  will only be a matter of a short time before his 
pruf:uring one for our Hospital. [VOICES: Hear ! 
Hear ] 
5.35 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, 1 could not let this 
occasion pass without offering congratulations to tile 
hlinister for the attitude he has adopt'ed i n  the case. 
I can see he tried to geht the treatment as  soon as 
possible; speed was his desire and we are glad to know 
it was successful. But, Sir, I do not think we should 
Let the occasion pass without saying we must have 
p e a t  generosity to allow two doctors from the Gen- 
eral Hospital vecently to go to the island of St. Lucia 
to do work there, because they are not supposed to 
have any consolidated practice outside the Hospital, 
and i t  must have been the generosity of this Gove~n- 
ment to allow two surgeons to go there to do ~vorli;  
and I hope these things will be taken into considera- 
tion when we have 'exceptional cases to go across. 

Mr. BARRO'CV: There was only one question 
which the Minister did not answer. I too would like to 
join with the honourable junior member for the City in 
congratulating the hon. junior member for  St. Thomas 
for redising that parliamentary democracy can be a 
reality, but it is not the first occasion that the1 Minister 
has not answered questions. I will not embarrass 
him by asking him to remember that  we have an 
appointed Queen's Solicitor: and since we have 
Crown Law Officers, I would like him to warn the 
Government servants in  the Departments over which 
he presides not to call upon people to sign documents 
until they have been prepared and scrutinised by 
Queen's Solicitor because one of these days somebody 
is going to find himself i n  serious trouble if they con- 
tinue this practice of imposing this burden without 
legal advice. I am not asking the Minister to disclosc 
who did it-that legal document   re pared by the ad- 
nlinistration inflicting a burden on the taxpayers of 
this country by Civil Servaqnts who want to build an 
empire themselves. I would not worry to criticis" 
the Minister on that point because I do not think i t  is 
entirely his fault. Rut  on the question of the elec- 
tro-magnet, i t  is fairly clear from what he said that  
there is not one in the Hospital. I do not want t o  say 
more &out it, but  I want to know how much a new 
one will cost because the Superintendent of the Has- 
pital and the regular purchasing authorities are the 
right people to look a-fter the matter. I do not ques- 
tion the confidence of our best Eye) Specialist but it 
seems to be a n  unncessary imposition on a p r i ~ a t ~  
doctor to undertake something for which he might bp 
criticised a t  a later stage. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLRY. Mr. Chairman, I would 
like to sav I do appreciate the way in  which the Min- 
iskr replied to us. One point I would like to make 
is that I hope hi9 ~ r o m i s e  will be carried out. The 
Government should not undertake to rrive this man 
the money free. but now it has coma to  the Rouse and 
hn will ha~le thic: money which was rharged him free. 
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i am only saying that if he has paid anything alreaay 
i hope he will be reimbursed. The Government has 
before now sent people down the islands in the ab- 
sence of proper equipment and there is no question 
of asking people to pay the expenses; so in this case 
where me have no electro-magnet as the Hon. Minis- 
ter has said, I hope he will carry out his promise to 
the House that the man will not be called upon to pay. 

The auestion was put and resolved 112 the nffilrm 
ative w$tiout division: 

On motion of Horn. Dr. H.  G. H .  CUMMIh7S sec- 
omded bu Hon. M. E.  COX Mr. CHAIRMAN report- 
ed the Gassing of the Resolution in  Colvgn-nittee a d  
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

On, separate motions of Hoin. Dr.  H .  G. H .  
CUMMINS seconded by Hon. M .  E. COX in  each 
case the Resolution for $21;690 was road a second 
~ n d  third time and agreed to. 

SUSPENSION OF RULES 88 & 89 

Hon. Dr. H.  G. H. CUMMINS: Afr. Speaker, 
hefore w'e adjourn for tea, I did intinlate that I 
would move the Suspension of Rules 88 & 89 in ordor 
to go ahead with the Resolution for $277,200. For 
the benefit of hon. members who were ro t  in hlere 
this Resolution is in accordance with the Bill 1 0  
amend the Old Age Pensions Act which we passed 
a few weeks ago and we would like to have this 
money paid to the Old Age Pensioners before the 
end of this month and in order to do that we are 
asking that Rules 88 & 89 be suspended 

I now beg to move that Rules 88 & 89 be suc- 
pended. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to secortd that. 
Th'e question wcus put and resolved in the affirm.- 

atiwe without div&om 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: 1 beg to move 
that this House do now adjourn for half an hour. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to seco,nd that. 
The question was put and resolved in  the afir- 

mative without divisiorz, and MT. XPEAKER ad. 
journed the House accordingly. 
5.45 p.m. 

On re-assem6 ling. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker. 
I beg to move that you do now leave the Chair, and 
the House go into Conimittee of Supply in order 
to deal with this Resolution for $277,200. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question was pi and agreed t c .  
Mr. XPEAKER Left the Chair, a/nd the HOUSC 

wdnt into Cornmuittee of Supply, Mr. XMITH being 
in8 the Chair. 

SUPPL'EMENTARY ESTIMATES, 1955--56, 
NO. 71. OLD AGE PENSIONS 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairma-7 
f do not think we need to say very much i n  connection 
with this R~esolution. Honourable members are 
familiar with the history or rather, thrt background 
of this Resolution. This Resolution is to give effect 
to the increase in the amount of the Old Age Pen- 
sion, and there is also another Item dealing with a 
Porter's uniform. The Postmaster General ha- 
already set up the machinery for dealing with this 

matter as sodn as this lZesolution is passed, and steps 
are being taken to have the money ready for dis- 
tribution on Saturday, 24th March, to persons who 
are qualified to get this money. 

I was saymg just now, there is an additioilal 
ltem m connection with a Porter's unitorm. '1'h.w 
Porter is employed in the Post ; t e e  and he has to 
deal exclusively with Old Age Pensioners. B1ormerly 
this matter of the provision of this uniform was 
placed under the Item "Incidental," but i t  was in- 
advertently omitted in last year's Estimates. In  
consequence of that, this sum of $50 is ~ l o w l  required 
in respect of this porter's uniform. [Mr. LEWlS:  
What about the matter of the blind persons91 1 
forgot all about that. [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: 'That 
is an  admission. Get it when we come to  deal with 
the Estimates.] I must admit that I have forgotten 
to get the information in  respect of the blind, people. 
I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to slecond that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I n  furtherance of that 

question, I would like the honourable Minister to 
be able to tell the House when we are debating the 
Estimates the cost of dealing with these blind per- 
sons. On the last occasion, the Hon. Minister said 
that he was not in a position to give any information 
relative to the cost of dealing with these blind per- 
sons, but i t  would be a good thing for us to know if 
the cost of so doing is prohibitive or if i t  would be 
regarded as negligible. The Hon. Minister has said 
that he is not able to say what the position is now, 
but we hope that during the consideration of the 
Estimates, he will be able to give us this informa- 
tion. 

The pestion that this Resolution do now pass 
was put and resollvled in the affirmlative without 
aivision. 

On the motion o f  Eon. Dr. H. Q. H. CUMMINX, 
scoonded by  Hon. M. E .  COX, the CHAIRMAN 
reported to Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER,  the passing 
9f orzie Re,sollution h Comdttee of Supply. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPERKER took the Chair and 
repopted accordingly. 

On motions of Hon. Dr. H. G. H .  CUMMINS, 
seconddd by Hon. M. E. COX +n each case, the Reso- 
lution passed in1 Committea of Supply was read a 
first and second timd and agreed to. 

LEAVE TO TAKE CHARGE OF ORDERS 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
am asking leave to take charge of Ordew Nos. 2 and 
3 standing in the name of the Hon. Minister of Agri- 
culture, Lands and a h e r i e s .  

There being no objection, Zeave was granted 
the Hon. Minrister. 

FACTORIES BILL 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:  The next Order of 
the Day now stands in the name of the Hon. Minister 
of Trade, Industry and Labour: To move the second 
reading of a Bill to  consolidate and amend the Acts 
of this Island relating to Factories. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Deputy Speaker, in 
1947, the Legislature passed a Bill which represen- 
ted a major step forward in  Legislation providing 
for the w'elfare and safety of workers employed in 
Factories in this Island. This was the first Factory 
Legislation: i t  provided, as set out in  the "Objects 
and Reasons," for the registration and supervision 
of factories and for the safety and well being of 
workers mployed in  them. I need not recall the 
history of this piece of Legislation because i t  is well 
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known. I n  1951, it was amended by Factories 
(Amendment) Act, 1951, and it was improved i r ~  
certain of its administrativp aspects, one of the chier 
changes being that in respect of the administrati011 
of the Act; the person responsible was the L a b o u ~  
Commissioner instead of therq being a Factory 

(d)  the Labour Commissioaer is empowered 
to order a re-examination 01 a bo~ier if 
he is not satisfied with the competency 
of the person employed (clause 18 

h (11) ; 
(e) the Labour Commissioner 1s empowered 

Board to administer the Act. 
6 30 p.m. 

The Act of 1951 is iilcorporatecl in this Bill with 
certain  modification^. Various provisions are taken 
from the English Act, especially those dealing with 
the definition of factory. I t  will also be remeinbered 
that two years after~vards, the Goverilizlent brought 
down ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t t ~  a ~~~t~~~ Illspector from 
land on a tmro-year c o ~ ~ t r a c t  to advise us on factory 
legislation and he prepared this collso1idated Act in- 
corporatillg provisions from the English Act as well 
as other provisions which he thought Ivere necessary 
in the light of local conditions. 

Mr. DEPUZIY SPEAKER l e f t  the Chair an~d 
Mr. SPEAKER reszcw~d the Chair. 

Mr. Speaker, those of us who knen Mr. Margetts 
and who have some experiellce of the n<ork he clid will 
appreciate that he did a good job d u r i ~ , ~  his stay i;l 
Barbados. He visited many of the fac'tnries in this 
Island ancl 1 can say that he got the co-operation of 
many owners of those factories to inlprove them and 
to make better provision for the welfare and safety 
of the workers employed a t  those factories. 

He also advised us that we should consoiidate 
and improve on the various Acts which we had on 
factory legislation and it is on his suggestions and 
recommendations that this Bill is before us today. 

The principal chai~ges in this Bill are set out in 
the Objects and Reasons. Nembers will find that 
this Bill makes provision for simplifying the pro- 
visions of the Act relating to the registration and 
supervision of factories and for the safety and well 
being of workers employed therein. There are also 
safety provisions regarding driving belts, projecting 
stock bars and overhead travelling cranes. Thew 
have been included in Clauses 11, 12 and 13  and this 
Bill now follows the English Act in that respect. 

I t  was also found that the present Act does not 
provide adequately for women avd young persons in 
certain circumstances and what provisions there 
were in certain instances are not strict enough. This 
present Bill makes provision for tightening these 
safety provisions for women and Young persons, and 
such work as the cleaning of machinery where there 
Ss risk of injury is entirely prohibited. 

Provision is also made for the fencing of door- 
ways and openings and for the maintenance of floors, 
steps, passages and ladders. Theire is also provision 
for the maintenance of safe means of access and safe 
places of employment. 

There are also new provisions in  this Bill in 
respect of steam boilers. The facts of these new pro- 
visions are set out in the "Objects and Reasons." 
They are as follows:- 

( a )  persons a~ prohi'lited from being iit 
a, steam boiler which is one of a range 
of two or more unless certain safety 
precautions have been taken (clause 18 
(1) 1; 

(b) &am boilers and fittings must be 
properly constructed and maintained 
(clause 18 (2) and (3 )  ) ; 

( c )  steam boilers must not be used unlesc 
( examined] a t  prescribed periods by a 

competent person in  accordance with 
prescribed tests (clause 18 (4), (5), 
(61, ( 7 ) ,  ( B ) ,  (9) and (10);  

I to exempt any class or type of boiler 
from the provisions of the Act (claua,, 
18 (12) >; 

The present Act has a major defect in  that i t  
does not have adequate provision for suitable meails 
of escape in case of fire. This Bill makes suitablr: 
provisions for suitable meam of in  case of 
fire in  all factories and not merely i n  factories where 
three Or more Persons employed on a floor above 
fhe ground floor. The e d o r c m e n t  of the provis- 
lolls relating to health k put  On the shoulders of the 
councils est*blished for the Purposes of h c a l  Gov- 
ernment. It also makes provisions for the appoint- 
ments of Some other persons to perform such duties 
if the Council f a ih  to carry them out. 

There is also provision for the approval by the 
Governor-in-ExeCutive commiaee in so far  as  docks, 
wharves, quays, warehouses where the processes of 
loading, ~rdoadjn,rr and building operatiops as, well 
as works of mgineering construction are carried 
out- 

Members will also fhd that under the present 
Act there are no provisions for the maintenance of 
a nxsonable tempe~ature in certain places of works, 

the provisions for such are made in this Bill. 
Power is given to the Assistant Court of Appeal 

to apportion expenses between the oscupier and 
owller in cases where any structural or any otZer 
alterations are required to be made to a factory in, 
order to comply with the provisions of the Act. 

Prosecution of offences under the Act is limited 
to a period of six months from the time the offence 
was committed. 

These, Mr. Speaker, are the main provisions 
of this Bill. They are the main Clauses which 
strengthen the present Act and they make fwtories 
or workshops more conducive to the health and 
safety of the workers employed in  them. The 
various industrial undertakings are1 aware of the 
main provisions of this Bill. The various owners 
have been consulted on the provisions and it there- 
fore should be no major difficulty or major disrup- 
tion in any industry i n  this colony through the 
bringing into effect of the provision of this Bill 
a t  an early date. As I have said already, this Bill 
is mainly based on the advice and experience of Mr. 
Margetts in this Island and as Factory Inspector in 
England. In  every way i t  makes for a n  improve- 
ment on the present Act. I therefore beg to  move 
that this Bill be now read a second time. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CVMMINS : I beg to second 
that. 
6.40 p.m. 

The question 7c4as put and resolved in tlze afkrl,- 
ativa without division. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to move that Your 
Honour d;o now leave the Chair and the House go 
into Committee on this Bill. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question, was put amd resolved h i  the1 affirm- 

atius upithut division. 
Mr. BPEAKER left the Chab  a& the H o w e  

went into Committee on the Bill, Mr.  SMITH being 
in the Chair. 

Clauses 1 to 13 inclusive were called md passed. 
Clause 14 - was called. I t  reads as follows:- 
"A woman or  young person shall not clean any 

part of any machinery or  any p a ~ t  of any machin-. 
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L i l l u  cleaning thereof would expose the wol;,lail 01 
juung person to risk of injury from any movlnt 
part either of that machinery or part of any macllln~ 
or of any adjacent machinery or machine." 

Mr. E. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chair~lian, how is 
this going to be carried out? I want to make it 111 

this sense. The Manager calls on a woman to clean 
romething; she objects to cleaning i t  becausa she 
lelieves i t  is likely to be dangerous and die is di- 
~ i s s e d  for refusing to carry out the order. S o : , .  
this Clause as i t  is written here is just like one or 
those things we have now; and to give an ex 
ample of how it would work, you have the Shop 
Closing Act; the Employer cdls  on the employec 
to work overtime; the employee works overtillle ailcl 
i t  is against the law; the matter is reported to the 
Labour Commissioner and the Labour Commissioner 
has instructed the Union that both person? have 
broken the law. The question of working ooerti:ncl 
does not arise because they have both broken the 
law. IF that you want to give workers protectior 
but in this case you are in the clear. NOT,\, the woman 
can go and report this matter to the Labour Com- 
mis s ion~~ .  and it rs o.k., but i t  exposes her t o  thc 
question that if she refuses to do the job therefor9 
she ceases to be employeld. 

You aon'l want to pass legislation that is going 
to work that hardship as I have explained; where 
the woman is entitled to overtime fees she can draw 
overtime fees, but in this case the h b o u r  Commis- 
sioner says she has broken the law and as this Bill 
was dealt with fairly speedily today, I have not had 
the opportunity to read what would be the Govern- 
ment's reaction to this; but I should like to heat 
the Minister explain the points I have raised. 

Hon. R. 1G. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, I do quitc 
see the difficulty the honourable member is referring 
to, but i t  doas differ from the example he has just 
made in  that in this clause if a woman or younc 
person refuses to clean part  of a machinery or par1 
of the machine which might expose them to risk of 
injury, such woman or young person is protected ii 
this. If the factory owner or manager dared dis- 
miss that woman or young person for that, I thin)> 
he would get into trouble and that  is where the hon- 
ourable membe~ or the Union or the Labour Depart 
ment would come in with a great deal of force. I do 
realise the difficulty of course, in a person having 
to clean ~wxhinery ex7-n i f  it c-posas him to the 
risk of injury, but I think you will agree that if the 
~iection was not there, the employer could compes 
them; bnt with thil clause if he did it he would bc 
breaking the law. They have been given some pro- 
tection in this Bill whereas under the present Act 
they did not have it. T thin]< that this is an ;m- 
provement on the present Act because it gives then. 
the protection they do not get a t  preqent 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am not objecting to 
tho section. I am only wondering whether i t  gives 
them any positive protection, because i t  is just like 
the Shop Closing Act in  the other sense which 
sc,rlght to give protection, but you see this is a debat- 
able point with the lawyers because "any risk of 
injury from any moving part either of that machin- 
pq- or part  of any machine or of any adjaceni 
machinery or machine," means that you could b p  

cleaning here and have a machine worlring on tho 
other side and if somebody says it is dangerous then 
vou get an argument because how are you going to 
determine i t ?  It does not state here specifically 
what is going to be the dangerous bit for the worker 
'to ?ay v011 can clearlp see it. I raise that point 
h~caiwe with employers in Barbados and an Act 
like t h i ~ .  either you do it or you leave. The point 

As \,llet!lt\r the llllllister says you call be l~rus~zuted.  
l i l e  woman cannot prosecute, so she eitheqr does ~t 
or leave and when the Inspector goes he wonld have 
to decide if i t  is dangerous or not; and if he decides 
it  ~ b ,  it does not reinstate the person. I only 3roubllt 
out that to raise the issue that they should reaiiy 
specify these things, but we do hope that we v;oultl 
not have these instances I have mentioned reldtil~g 
to these factories - like the girls in  the Shirt fac- 
tories, and many of the new things growing up where 
some of them are called upon to do things and arcx 
liliely to be faced with dismissal on refusal and I 
have known that they are done in some E ~ I I o ~ ,  LI 

countries where theS are putting Clauses like these 
where the employer 'cannot dismiss people for 
fusing to work, because a dismissal would be regard- 
ed as a contravention to the Act, but with thl:, 
Clause if he dismisses them there is no contraveii- 
tion of the Act as fa r  as this Bill is concerned: and 
the person is apt to lose the job, because i t  has left 
the person at  the mercy of the employer. 
6.50 p.m. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I think that if the hon. 
member studies the position carefully, he will see 
that i t  works in both ways. The Clause says that a 
woman or yourg person shall not clean any part 
of any machinery, and so on. I think thp hon. mem- 
ber will admit that this Clause has a certain dzgrce 
of force which no employer could ignore. It pro- 
tects the employee to a great degree; I think that 
this is a very forcible Clause for the plotection of 
the worker. I do admit that i t  allows for a matter 
of opinion as to whether there is a darger or whether 
you are exposed to risk of injury or no:. I think it 
i.; far  better, however, to have that protection ill  

than if i t  was not there. 
The question that Clause 14 s t a ~ d  part o f  the 

Rill was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
didisi0.n. 

Clause 15 and 16 were called and passed. 
Clause 17 was calleci. 
Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to move that Clause 

17 stand part of the Bill. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second ;that. 
Mr. F. L. WATJCOTT: Mr. Chsl~man,  this 

C'lause deals with the safe means of itcc~ss and safe 
place of employment, but I do not know if there is 
any provision made in this Bill for escape, because 
I have not had the time to go through it. I n  Bal- 
hados, as you will know, in many of the building;, 
people work in two-storeyed buildings afid you wiil 
find that at  some times, there is no adequate escape 
pcovided in the case 3f fire. [A MEKBER: Read 
Clause 20.1 I am very sorry, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I would like 
to get i t  cle3r that, although this is a Factories Bill, 
the provision of Clause 17 (2) relates to bailding 
operatiocs of any kind. From the general tenor of 
this Bill, some persons may easily get the impression 
that is is only supposed to relate to gangways and 
things like that which you find in sugar factoriec. and 
in the interior of other buildings. This provision 
i.1 the English Act relates not only to the inside of 
factories, but to building operations of any kind; 
S O  that if anybody is putting u p  a tmc or three- , storeyed building, and workmen are working on 

I $caffolding, that scaffolding must have a proper fenzo 
1 of a height of 3ft. 9 ins. or 4 ft .  Therefore I am sug- 

resting to the Hon. Minister of Labour that not only 
should this section of the Bill state that "Secure 
handhold means shall be provided, so fa r  as is reas- 
onably practicable, by fencing or 'otherwise for en- 
suring his safety," but that the height of the fencing 
should be stipulated as well. Of course, this whole 
Clause is clumsy, but I suggest that there should be 
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a stipulatiolz as to the height of the fencing because 
- i t  is possible for somebody t o  erect a fencing 7 ins 

or 8 ins high, and that would be a hazard to a worS- 
rtiail who was working on a two or three-storeyed 
building. 

Let us take an example. There is a building 
going up) somewhere in the City, and when they 
naach a certain height, they can pfut up ,a f e ~ v i n g  
which can be of any material, bambco, o; corn-stalks, 
or  the sort of growing fence which you get in  S:. 
Joseph. That would be a fencing, but i t  would not 
be a fencing which would safeguard the pecple when 
they are removing blocks and buildlng materials 
along the scaffolding. I repeat, that there should b.j 
some stipulation as to the minimum height a t  which 
that fencing should be. I would like the Hon. 
Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour to check 
up 012 that. 

I-Ton. E. G. MAPP: I think that the ho:~. 
member who is a Lawyer would know more about 
drafting Bills than I would know, but I was WO-- 
dering whether what he is asking now could not be 
dealt with by Regulations. [Mr. BARROW: What 
Regulations?] Regulatior~s providing for the safety 

C 
of people in connection with all operations of fa(:- 
tories. MThat the ho11. member has said would fa11 
within the Regulations. I will bear in mind whdt 
the hon. member has said and see if his p i n t  is not 
covered by Rkgulations. The height of the fencing 

D is a matter for the technical expert; i t  is for him tcr 
say how high the fencing should be in order that ~t 
can be considered to be safe. 

I think, rather than put  it under the Act, that 
the right place for  i t  would be under Regulations. 
7.00 p.m. 

Mr. BARROW: 3Ir. Chairman, I can very 
well see that under the United Kingdom Act most 
of these things are done by Regulations but Regula- 
tions only really prescribe for things like the design- 
ing of orders and matters of that kind. Thirgs like 
the height of a fencing are continuous; they are 

_* nothing which you should leave to Regulations. 
I n  any case, I will counsel the Horl. Mivister to 

look a t  Clause 32 carefully because i t  makes no pro- 
vision for the matter. It reads as fo1lnws:- 

32. (1) The Governor-in-Execntivc Committee 
may make regulations for the purpose of carrying 
out the provisions of this Act and, without prejudice 
to the generality of the foregoing provisi~rs, any 
such regulations may provide for- 

It then specifies the matters for w!lich you may 
hake  reg~~lations. I will read them ,it the risk t)f 
being tedious. 

(a) securing safety in conne-tion with all 
operations carried on in a factory; 

(b) securillg safety in connection with the 
use of cranes, winches, pulley blocks 
and of all engines, machinery, mechaili- 
cal gear and contrivances whatsoever ; 

(c) first aid appliances; 
(d) the fittings and attachments to be at  

tached to steam boilers alld the tests to 
be applied to such boilers; 

(e) the space to be allowed for workers; 
(This is a question of floor space.) 

( f )  the plan and system of fire escape; 
(g) prescribing the conditions of employ- 

* ment of women and youllc~ persons in 
factories ; 

Kow, Eh,  we hare already an Employment of 
Women and Young-Persons Act. On this particular 

1 point, I thinlr the honourable junior member for St. 
Peter is best acquainted with it. From my recollec- 
tion, we have the Employment of Women and Young 
Persons Act so I see no reason why that should be 

d 

placed under this Section. A t  any rate, that is not 
germaine to the point I am raising. I will continue 
to read:- 

(h)  the fees to be paid for the examination 
of any machinery in any factory and 
for the issue of a, boiler certificate; (I 
think we should specify that a t  an  
early date.) 

(li) the forms to be used under the pro- 
visions of this Act; 

( j )  prescribing anything which is required 
by this Act t o  be prescribed. 

l'liere sho?xld be a minimum height for fencing. 
There is no provision in the Act prescribing for the 
minimum height for i t ;  asl a matter of fact, there is 
nothing mentioned about it. The height of a fenc- 
ing is nothing which, will vary from generation to 
generation. The average height of a human being 
is known and if you haye a fence below a man's 
lmee, he will fall over it. 

What I am saying is that  as careful as  Mr. 
Margetts may have gone into this matter, this is a n  
onlission on his part. There is provision for  Regu- 
lations to be made to apply to outside and inside of 
a building but I think that the minimum height of 
a fencing should be put  into the Bill itself. It is 
nothing to vary and I would prefer to see provision 
made for it in the Act. There should be some pro- 
vision prescribing the minimum height of fencing; 
otherwise the whole Act would be nonsense. Not only 
should the height of fencing be specified but  the 
material of which they should be constructed should 
also be specified. You need not pin a person down 
to steel, B.R<.C. or expanding metal but you should 
say '"ire or such a guage of not less than 1% ins" 
or "pine joi3ts which should not be spaced a t  a 
greater interval than a foot." 

1 am wondering if the Hon. Minister can tell 
us if there is something under the Act specifying 
that the fences should, be built t o  the satisfaction of 
a11 illspector. Certainly there must be something 
on the Act to that. You should have some sort of 
s;fety certificate for work in  a factory. I know that 
it was because of the lack of all these things in  the 
present Bill that Mr. Margetts could not make any 
prosecutions; he only was able to go around and 
be? people to do what he thought was necessary to 
safeguard the workers. I take it that you should 
prescribe a certain height for fencing to protect a 
worker from an  accident. Certainly the precaution 
should be done to the satisfaction of somebody, 
othelrwise i t  means that the factory owner will be 
the inspector for himself. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I do not think we need 
specify the height of fencing in the Act; i t  is abso- 
lutely unnecessary. 

Mr. BAR,ROW: It should be mentioned, in 
the Act 2nd not in the Regulations. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP : That is a matter of opinion. 
Some legal draughtsmen might think i t  should be 
mentioned under Regulations and not in  the Act. I 
do agree that Clause 32 makes ~rovision for that. 
Sub-section 1 (a)  reads as  follows :- 

"Securing safety in connection with all opes3- 
tions carried on in a factory." Now, tho definition of 
"building ~p~erations" means the construction, 
structural alteration, repair or maintenance of a 
building including rc,-painting, redecoration and es- 
ternrtl cleaning of the structure, the demolition of a 
tuilding, and the preparation for and laying the 
foundation of, a n  intended building, b ~ t  does not 
include any operation which is a ~vorlc of engineer- 
ing construction within the meaning of this Act." 
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This particnlar Section applies t.3 "building 
operation" and fencing is included in building, s~ 
1 really do not agree that under Cliuse 32 the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee c a n n ~ ~ t  make He- 
gulations to take care of that particular aspect of 
which the hon. senior member for SL. George is 
(calling attention. 

I have already promised the hon. inember t a  
bear all of what he said in mind. I repfat, I still 
feel that you can make provision for that in Regu- 
Istions. How*ever, I shall consult the Crolvn Lalv 
Officers on the point. 

The qzhestion* that Clause 17 stand part was put 
and agreed to. 
I .l0 p.m. 

Clazcsas 18 to 2,Oiwere called and passed. 
Clatue 21-was called. I t  reads as f o l l o ~ s  :- 
GT,here shall be provided maintailled for 

ihe use of all female workers in a Psctory whose 
is done stand.ing, suitable facilitizs for sitting 

to enable them to take advantage of an>. 
opportunities for resting which may in 
course of their employment. " 

Nr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chair~nan in loaii- 
jng a t  Clause 21, you have to look at  part IV 
Welfare (General Provisions) - Non'. here in this 
Clause you do not make any provishn for eating 
places. I am sure the Minister must. agree that at 
this stage if you are going to amend this Act, you 
cannot in the light of rnodern trends leave out this 
provision, and I am sure you will sgcce that the 
1.L.O. Conference had its first d iscu~rol l  in JTrne 
last year on the question of welfare facilities, and 
the second discussion will take place this year; and 

should have not only pure drinking wrttrr, but run- 
ning water; because a man is likely to get water in 
a bucket and leave the bucket in the place. He 
should have running services in his place, becauss 
there is a lapse in certain public health matters in 
this country and that is why we have tc, provide sa 
many Hospitals; but I do insist that if i t  were a11 
oversight by Mr. Margetts and may be you did not 
get full discussion on these things with appropriate 
organisations, and I hope that in the future these 
things will be done. I cannot see passlug this Bill 
today mithont providing eating facilities. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I will take the last point 
first, Mr. Chairman. The Clause says there should 
be provided a sufficient supply of drinking water. I n  
E big factory that is a relative term but not in a 
m a l l  factory since i t  would not take 50 or 100 per. 
sors. It is only until recently that the House of 
ilssembly had water supplied in a can, so the hon 
yember find whereas in some factories a pipe 
1s llecessary, in others if the cans are m a sanitary 
condition and constructed properly, i t  isr 't so. In 
a small factory of six or eight people it might not 
l~ necessary to provide a pipe or running water. 
Of course, the Inspector of the factory must make 
sure it is pure drinking water, therefore if thz 
bucket is open i t  will make the water impure. I do 
admit that that is not the cleanest way of doing it, 
but i t  depends oil what the factory Inspector de- 
clares to be pure and a sufficient supply. What is a 
sufficient supply for a small factory is not so for 
a big ''le. I agree with the memLer about eaT- 
;ng facilities and the importance that is placed OJI 

them. Of course, he will admit that w h . ~  Mr. Mar- 
if you will check up you will find you cannot make I getts drew up this Act, most of the gruvisions 3f 
welfare facilities unless you are goillg to nlake ; f h i ~  Act were already agreed to in th. conference 
provision for eating. you will find here that you Convention of the I.L.O. and other members, and 
make provision for hours of employlllent and ill a this matter of eating facilities and the form it, 
general way these hours are an ,eight hour day alld v70uld take aroused very interesting discussion :at 
normally a forty-four hour week with half day on the I.L.O. Corference last year: and even so that, 

Saturdays. There is also the question of the supplv Conventioll was not and the form '* 
,9f drinking water and on that haye to asli a recommendation. I for instance have come across 
the Minister a question. ~ u t  here, from sectioll 21 men eating i11 the Public Buildings up  to last week. 

to 25, there is 110 provisioll \$rhatsoetel for eating I asked one whether he was eating there because 
in  these factories and he must agree with me that was no provision made him a t  the ,place 
where you Laxre factories you xave to ]llake thesc> \"here he worked, and I told him that the Govern- 
provisions. This is a Factory n e t  and cwnot ment I V O U ~ ~  have to see to i t  that something was done 
leave out certain essential clauses alld leave these to provide it. I agree with him that provision should 
negotiatio~w and local provisions for the factorJ, be made for proper eating places in the factories, 
owners to provide. Now let us go into all these sugar but as I said already, even at  the 1.L.O. Cblzference 
factories in Barbados where they are 1yorl:ing ol1 a last year it was not even adopted as a convention that 
shift system. You must insist that these factories would have the force of an Act; i t  wcc merely i l  

provide places for eating because you cannot expect recommendation and many of the people It 
a man to work for 12 hours and if there is a break should be left for collective barpailling. The hon. 
to go and scotch up in any old room to eat. Ther*,- member feels we should go further and make i t  an 
fore the Act should provide facilities, alld I am Act. I have heell SO much in favour of it that I will 
dealing with the point that i t  is not a pro~ision that Fee to it and put it in the provision.; because i t  is 
the Trade Union can impose as a laltl: and if You not a thing that you can bring up in  a moment'; 
atre amending this Act, I take it it should be SO )lotice. I t  will take some consideration; but I pro- 
prescribed to provide eating places for these ~vorl<- nlise to see how and where it can be brought into 
cars because too many are renting buildil~gs and not the Act. 
making provision for eating. That is not good 31r. F. L. WALCOTT: I must thank the Min- 
enough. At one of the primary newspspcr compan- $ster for his reply. The first point he raised is about 
lcs in the island, the Advocate, there is no adequate the regulation, but I do not agree wilh the com- 
place for eating. The modern trend is that ;v011 prolllise that a Inan in a small factory might provide 
phould provide eating facilities for people. Non, T aclequate water and an adequate wpply of Pure 
believe the Minister is going to tell me the repula- drinking water in a small can. Any person who has 
tions will deal with this. There should br a sufficient the capital to open a factory of any slze in Barbados 
supply of pure drinking water for the use of per- x?ust have the capital to pay for running water in 
sons employed in every factory. that factory. When i t  comes to the Liquor Licenc~ 

Mr. Chairman, I am very grieved to hear what Act, that is one of the things you have to do; you 
Dr. Lampart had to say about tuberculosis and I have to see to i t  and the only excuse for not having 
think we have reached the stage in Barbados where it is if water is not supplied in the area. So that 1 
Me should make it a penalty that all these place3 hope in making these regulations it should not be 
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left for them to prescribe what adequate drinking 
,mater should be. 
7.20 p m .  

With respect to the &linister's question about 
eating places, I would agree with n i ~ n  that we 
should leave out this matter and let him filld out 
where is the proper place to put i t  in. There is no 
Legislation in  the world which provide> an annu:tl 
holiday with p9ay such as the Barbados Gover~lmellt 
has done. The I.L.O. has dealt with thc matter along 
modern trends, but we do not have to wait until the 
I.L.O. passes a Convention to do something here. 
Every factory must provide its employees with ea!- 
ing facilities; I will fight the Goverument on any 
day on which i t  try? to carry out neg~tiatio1.s and 
do the job of a Trade Union. The Trade Union has 
its functions to perform, and it will hayc to perfor1:1 
them. You have i a  this Bill hours of employn~ent for 
v,<omen and young persons, but you do ;lot say th i~ t  
eating facilities must be provided. Yox hare  pro- 
vision for a First-Aid box-well, that ie necessary; 
and you are leaving that to the discretion of the 
employer. 

With the 22 Factories which are going to work, 
there are some of them at  which people-will have tc 
go outside the premises, by the hedgerow or by 
some trash-house and eat their food. If Part  I V  of 
this Bill can be postponed for further consideration, 
that might be done, because this is not a Bill which, 
i t  i t  is not passed tonight, that would matter, be- 
cauae this is not a controversial subject. I would like 
.to sec me question of eating facilities included in 
t h i ~  Bill as a welfare provision. I would say further- 
more that what 1 do not understand is a Ministerid] 
Government being too pious; if You are the Wr- 
ticular Minister and you decide that this provision 
should be put in here, then i t  should be put in 
here. I t  is not a question of drafting, it is purely a 
matter for the Minister to agree with something, 
and if he agrees, then we can postpone the con- 
sideration of Par t  I V  of this Bill in order t o  deal 
7~6th this matter. I repeat that the questivn of eating 
facilities is something which should be provided. 

&fr. BARROJN: The matter is very simple, M-. 
Chairman, I quite agree with the hon. junior mem- 
ber for St. Peter that there should be solne provision 
in Factories for people to eat; there ought to bje 
canteen arrangements in other ~vords. We are not 
saying that the employers should provide gas stoves 
and things of that sort, although they will come in 
due time. All that could be arranged betjveen the 
parties concerned, but there should b.- accomm,>- 
dation for workers in every Factory and Shop so that 
they can take their lunch or breakfast as the case 
might be. I think that this matter ?an be easily 
settled by inserting in Clause 25 two words. This 
Clause says:-"There shall be provided and main- 
tained in every factory for the use of persons em- 
ployed therein such facilities for washing as thn 
Commissioner may consider suitable." 

The matter can be easily dealt with by inserting 
the words "and eating" after the ~v'ord "washing." 
The main idea of washing is not the washing of 
clothes, but the washing of hands if y?u are going 
home, or the washing of them before you cat. Ton  
should have wash basins but you shoull also have a 
ceparate and distinct place where people can g )  
during their breakfast interval and eat their meals, 
Instead of going into a rum shop or i n t ~  the factorg 
ryard. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I suggest that 11-\-c could deal 
wnith Clause 25 by putting in an  Amerdment when 
we come to i t ;  the matter seems to be \.Pry simple. 

Mr. BARROW: I only dealt with the matter 
there because the hon. junior member for St. Petc.? 
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17lentioned i t ;  however, it comes into ;he matter of 
a welfare prorisio~l and i t  could be inserted here. 1 
suggest that we could insert these two little words 
in that Clause. The provision of accomrncdatioii for 
tating would carry with i t  of course, the necessary 
furniture which ~ ~ ~ o u l d  have to go with that pro- 
\ision. 

T h e  question that Clause 21 stand part of the 
Bill was p ~ b t  and resolved in! the  affirmative w$hout 
division. 

Clazcse 22 was called. 
Hon. R. G. MAPP:  I beg to move that Clause 

22 ~staiid part of the Bill. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to sesond that. 

7.30 p.111. 
Mr. F. L. MTALCOTT: If a factory is defired 

'- would say that in any factory you should have a 
f i r~ t -a id  box. 

I t  is not going to be of very heavy cost and :f 
you pin i t  do~t l l  to 10 and say that i t  does not apply 
to small factories of less than 10 workers, i t  means 
that those factories would not have to provide it. I 
do not see the point ip your making it "ten." MI-. 
Afargetts may have been thinking that this applies 
to factories in England where in very fern instances 
You have workem employed of less than 10. How- 
ever, that is a small point. I will not press it too 
much but I am sure the Minister can see that the 
question of stipulating "10" does not improve the 
Bill and that is the reason why I raised it. 

T h e  question, that Clazcse 22 stand part was put 
end agreed to.  

Clause 23 was oalled. I t  r e d s  as follows :- 
"The period of employmelit and the intervals 

for meals and rest for every woman or goul,g person 
shdl  conform to conditions as may be pre- 
,c r ibed .~  

Hon. R. G. RIIAPP: r b e g  to move that Clanhe 
23 stand part. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: What is the reason far 

your putting in this Act that the period of emplov- 
merit and the intervals for meals and  rest for every 
woman or young person shall conform to such COIL- 

ditiolls as may be prescribed? As  the hon. senior 
member for St. George has said, already you havo 
n TTomen and Young Persons Act on 'the Statute 
Book. You state "woma11 or Yourg persoll" but You 
do not state "man." I do not know jf you mean that 
tkis should not apply to a nlan as well. I want to 
say bluntly that I will not support it unless i t  
applies also to a mail. 

Let me say that there is factory legislation 
:vhich prohibits wonlel- or young persous From won<- 
ing in factories at  night and that is lcgislation of 
I.IJ.O. We are one of the p'llaces where women still 
-sorli in factories at  night. Now, that legislation 
&.hieh was passed by I.L.O. was not passed to deal 
v+ith territories that run factories 011 a 16 week 
basis, bat  it dealt with women workit-g i11 factories 
v~here their work was of the natnre of permanent 
employment. I n  this Islancl n e  have some wometl 
r~orking in factories taking megasse from ont of il 

and it is the type of work that forces women to 
work under conditions rvhich you can say Tvomen 
hhonld not work under. I do not know if this Section 
is put in to prohibit women from working under 
those conditions; I only mentio-- it because i t  deals 
with a period of employment. I do not know if this 
Section was inserted in accordanec: with the 
Women and Young Persons Act. I will say that it 
is not necessary because the hours of employment of 
women and young persons can be regulated in  a 
general way. I would like the Hon. &fir-ister to say 
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I see no reagon for that at  all. We know indus- 

trial, lawyers drafted our factory legislation) and you 
would not eKpect that the best they could do was to 
go to the English legislation and t ry  to modify the 
English legislation as much as possible to apply to 
oilr conditions here. The Trade Unions have aecom- 
plished what they could not; they have accomplished 
what the factory owners could not have conceded and 
I see' no reason why this thing ' 'a waman and young 
person" should be left in. I t  was passed in 1938 
and abnended in 1951-53 and that legislation was in  
many respects similar to the 1eg)islation which existed 
in England in the employrnenk of womlen and young 
persons. I do not see any reason for drawing a line 
of demarcation between the safety factors which 
should be provided for women and young persons an.1 
tne same for men? 

Of course, the argument adopted by the Bri i i~l ;  
reformers still stands, if you say that no machinery 

$;.hat is the special reason for limiting this Sectio~l 
only to women and young persons. 

Mr. BARRIOIV : Blr .  Chairman, there is one 
point which I am going to raise and I was rather 
surprised that the hcnoi~rable junior member for Sf 
Peter did not touch on it. I t  is with respect to t!w 
cn~ploynlent of women and rouog persons. I nla?; 
tell this Conljmittee that the1 insertion in factory leg- 
islation of provisions of employn?ent and so on for 

some things such as working hours anh i o  on, which 
we have previously left for collective bargaining 5e- 
tween the Union and the employer. This is l~ut t iag  
the old clause in the new Act and making special pro- 
iljsion for these \tromea and young persons. I am 
ro t  going into the historical background, but as 1 
said me did not intend to take these things out of the 
hands of the Union or other organisations (which ar- 
range these hours by means of collective bargaming) 
and to make t h m  statutory obligations. I t  is only 
bwause we want to protect women aild y o ~ ~ n g  per- 
sons. If the honourable member feels there was a 
snggestioii by Mr. Margetts as may be prescribed by 
Regulations under the Act, that does not alter the 
clause very much belcause it merely follows. That 
does not make any very great difference, but it is a 
repeat of the clause in the existing Act, and it is just 
to make special provision for these women and young 
p €'sons. 4 " '  /!I' 

:.hall be oilecl by any :X-oman or young persol1 ~ v h i i s ~  
the machinery is in inotiolz. I n  Section 23 it reads. 

"The period of employment and th.2 i l l tcr~als  
ior meals and rest for every woman or  you^:^ person 
sllall conform to such conditions as may b e  lire- 
scribed." 

I an1 not criticising that section; I am only 
bringing historical I-'acts to bear. Why should that 
appiy to women and young persons alone as in Sec- 

women and young perkoils was a sort of oblique at- 
tack on the conditlol~s which existed after the In- 
?ustrial lievolution in factories in the United Iiing- 
uom. Although s frontal assualt was made on the 
conditions of employment of able-bodied men in fac- 
tories it was not snceessful because the prevailing 
evonomic doctrine ant tthc height of the Industrial 
Revolution was a sort of "laissez-faire" and so the 
humanitarian sympathies had to be invoked by Tradz 
Unions making provisions relating to an  eight-hour 
clay and the spread over-(I mean the inaxiin~nn 
period which the factory should be in operation and 
the hours under which women ancl youn~a persons 
should be employed.) But the object of the legisla- 
t i m  was not primarily to legislate for women anL 
young persona; it was that if you attacked the in- 
human conditions under which women and young 
persons had to work and you got better con- 
tiitions of emploj+inent for them, that you would au- 
tomatioally cause the factory owners to extend thos.:, 
provisions to the men who did moet of the operations 
in the factories. The women used to be employed in 
cotton spinning and gathering, and young boy{ 
1~0uld be employed in the greasing of the gpindlea 
m d  motors of that kind; so i t  was thought that if 
you passed legislation to limit their hours of tvork, 
and the boys ha~d to go off at  a plarticular time, the 

I tion 23 when you say "the period of emp1oynient 
and the intwvals for meals and rest for every \trolrtall 
r;r youngl person shall conform to such conditiolis as 
may be prescribed7'? I am saying that if you are 
going to make that a matter of legislation, i t  should 
t t  universal. You only use it for ?\.omen ancl young 
persons to protect the men betcause once the factory 
had to conform with certain regulations in relation 
to the spread over and in work for woinen and young 
persons, automatically the factory would hasre to 
close down a t  night if the people were sent home 
under the Factory Act. Therefore I am o11ly clues- 
t h i n g  the good sense of retaining the subterfugle in 
section 23, as prescribed in  the period of employnien+, 
and intervals for meals and rest. 

Mr. Chairman, I know I have been rather in 
lolved in trying to bring this point out because 
had a number of excursions into the historical reas- 
cns for the engineering experts in Barbados or per- 
haps they never existed at  all. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, this is 
very important to me a t  least. We want to know 
l\halt are the reasons for the period of employment 
and the interval for meals and rest for every woman 
You are only dealing with women by legislation be. 
causel we did not go into this and hecause we did not 
l'-ave any industrial revolution: but we want to k n ~ ~ -  

pjen who were employed would also have to go off 
s m n  after because the machines so long as they were 
working udould have to be oiled. 

you can therefore see that the attack was launch- 
ed thos& this of introducing human- 

the period of employlment. We want to see why you 
are going1 to prescribe legislation for women a~.i~! 
young persons only, and not for aJ1 the worlrers fn 
the factory. I accept what the honourable member 
said about the subterfuge. but the Trade Unioil 

itarian legslation to protect the weaker sex and BfovernRnt here have agreemen+ with the factori-; 
childrea who could ~kot protect themselves; and the I t  does not affect the sugar factories as regards con- 

efeet was to the hours of em- ] ditions of employment with which, I believe 

p lOpen t  2nd to provide improlred conditions for "' 
rrorkers such we have embodied in this Bill W'' 

accomplished for men by an indirect attack. 
NOW, Sir, I am :vondering whether the historical 

reason for that legislation being introduced in  tha: 
&articular qamel*-which is now a question an- 
glent history--is one for which we should go1 back t . ~  
the ~ n g l i s h  legislation. 1 am wondering whether me 
should adopt such a subterfuge because I consider it 
7s unnecessary for our situation today. Why do wv. 
not make these provisions applicable for all workers 
in factories ? 

ernment will conform, and ask the appropriate or- 
ganisation their views if they regard these organisa- 
tions as important ; and so rve lvjll get a u,ida 
measure of agreement. However, the Minister shoulc! 
say whether the hours of ~~nploylilcfit of \l*.Limcn anal 
young persons are put  in there as a special protection 
for the Emfloyment of TVonien and Young Persons 
Act and if so whether you are i t  in as a part 
of the E m p l o p e n t  of Women and Y ~ L I ~ ~ ~  Persons 
Act, because we do not want in this to appear to use 
young persons. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, the whole ob- 
ject of this, is not as the honourable senior member 

7.40 ~ . m .  I for St. George thinks, tc make statutory provisiou for 



E'EBRUAR 

The  qz6estic.n tlzn~t Clajtse 23 stand part was pu$ 
amcl resolved im the afirnzative wifhozbt cliuision. 

Clazcse 24 was cnll~ci .  I t  wads  cs follozus:- 
"A sufficient supply of pure driii1;iiig water 

shall be provided for the free use of persons einplloy- 
ed in ev&y factory.'" 

Mr. F. L. 'IVALCOTT: I would like to know 
whether this would come within the Minister'b 
jnrisdiction when the regulations are being form- 
ed. I would like him to remove from his illiild 
ally sort of acquiescence with any person who doas 
not intend to put drinking water i n  the senke t h a ~  
;-ou can have a tap in that place. We must go 
ngainst people buyil~g and eating Tixberculo~is in  
this pllace. This question of drinking water meaus 
that within that building they must have adequat? 
taps and not as in  some buildings in  this city wherc 
people go outside and bring in water. Apart from the 
petty rum shops, I have been in  a place and I was 
~urprised to know the porter had to bring in  water 
in a sort of bucket; ancl I say that from a practical 
point of view it is not a point that is jiliely to aris; 
but the Minister should bear this in mind when the 
regulations are being made. 

Hon. R,. G. MAPP: If the l~onourable member 
vill  give way, I hope he is iiot sugaestirig that I am 
thinking that a small factory should not make pro- 
vision for pure: drinking water, because even a con- 
tainer could be bnilt in  such a way in  which it en- 
sures pure drinking water. I may tell the honour- 
p-ble member that there are suggestions with which 1 
agre8e and I wrsonally am ,going to postpoi~e Clauses 
24 & 25 to see any way in which we can improve on 
these clauses and make provision for what we are 
discussing tonight. 

There are some ;uggestions in respect of rnhii7ii 
I am asking for a postponement of Clauses 24 and 25 
in order to se~e if we can improve on these Clauses in 
any way. We want to make provision for what the 
hon. senior member for St. George was discussing 
just now. 
7.50 p.m. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairlllan, I anz support- 
ing the proposal to postpone the consideration of 
those two Clauses in the light of what the Trade 
Union specialist in this Chamber has pointed out Lo 
us. I do not think that Section 24, which deals with 
the supply of drinking water, is strong enough. l n  
whose opinion is the supply of pure drinking water 
sufficient? I s  i t  in the opinion of the factory Man- 
ager? He may say that i t  is quite sufficient to send 
for a bucket of water from a stand-pipe, and that 
i t  is pure drinking water. If the hon. senior member 
for St. Thomas is proposing a postponement of these 
Clauses in order to get something which is much 
tighter than what is here, then I think we should 
emphasise that there should really be a tap on the 
premises and within the factory itself. That woult" 
ensure that there w'ould be a sufficient ~ u p p l  or 
pure drinking water because you will have as r;luch 
water as the Government main would provide. If 
the hon. member has asked leave to postpone the 
consideration of Clause 24, I will agree with that ;  
if he has not done so, then, I will move that thd 
further consideration of this Clause be postponed, 
in order that a matter which is obviouslp desirable 
would be effected. 

I beg to move that a further consideration of 
this Clause be postponed. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I accept that motion. 
Mr. BARROW: Since the further consideration 

of this Clause is going to be postponed, I do not 
want to curtail the debate, I presume that there is 
going to be consultation by the Executive Committee 
along with such persons as they may deem competent 

and fit  to deal with such matters. I should like to 
point out one or two things to those hon. meillbers 
who have spoken on this Clause; there is no li~liit 
iii this Clause to the number of persons ~vho should 
be eniploj-ed in a factory in which pure drinking 
water should be provided. I am suggesting that if 
you are putting in this provision, that there should 
be running water in a factory, you would also have 
to put in the size of the factory. 

I t  would be unreasonable to expect a seamstress 
or a man who does a little employing or who employs 
himself and his wife to provide the facilities which 
the Government today does not consider necessary 
for the working-class people in this Country. I refei 
to something which I have mentioned consistently 
on the floor of this House; we are building houses 
without water-borne sanitary conveniences- 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: On what is the hon. member 
speaking ? 

Mr. BARROW: On Section 24 of thiq Bill. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Hon. Minister has ac. 

cepted the motion for postponement. 
Mr. BARROW: I said a t  the beginning that I 

did not want to curtail the debate, but I am drawing 
the attention of the Hon. Xinister to one or two 
things for his consideration. If the Government does 
not provide water in every house, [Laughter] I do 
not see how you can enforce upon a man who ein- 
ploys one or two people that he should provide run 
ning water, when the Government does iiot consider 
that to be the standard for the people. You would 
have to draw a line of demarcation between the small 
establishment and the big factory. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: we are not making it obli- 
gatory on any small man to install running water 
on his premises. We have a provision in this House 
of Assembly for clean water, and i t  was not neces 
sarily by a pipe. You can iiiake provision in  this 
Section for jets for some establi~hments, bnt not for 
all. 

The  fzirtker consideration of Clazrsc 24 wns 
postponed. 

Clause 25 was called. 
Hon. R. G. MAPP : I am asking leave, Mr. Chair 

man, to postpone the consideration of Clanse 25. 
Mr. GARROW: Mr. Chairman, I want to get 

the procedure quite clear. ,What 1 am accustomed to 
is this: the Clerk calls the Clause, i t  is moved and 
seconded and if any particular member wants to 
speak, he does so and then they have to get up and 
state xvlriat they want to do ajout  the particular 
Clause. I n  this particular case, the Clause was never 
called. The Minister spoke before the Clause was 
called. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP:  The Clerk called the Clause 
and I ask leave for i t  to be postponed. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I n  connection with the post- 
ponement of this Clause, I would ask the hon. membel 
when i t  is postponed, to have consideration given to 
including not only facilities for washing, but also 
facilities for the partaking of meals. 
8.00 p.m. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: What does the lion. 111e111- 
ber think is the reason for which I have asked that 
it be postponed? 

Mr. BR,ANCKER,: Mr. Chairman, the answer 
to that question is that I do not take all)- t.11iLnc.~s 
with him. 

Tlzere being no objection, leavd was grcrlltccl fhc 
h071. wenzber to postpone ftcrfker conside~fl f i o n  of 
Claqcse 25. 

Clatcse 26 was called. I t  reads as follo~c~s :- 
26. (l) Every factory shall be kept in a clealz- 

ly state and free from effiuvia arising r o l n  ally draii3, 
I sanitary convenience or nuisance. 



(2) Sufficient and suitable sanitary conve- 
niences for all persons employed ill every factory 
shall be provided, maintamed and kept clean, allcl 
where members of both sexes are employed, not uelng 
members of the same family, the acconlmodation sllall 
be entirely separate for each sex so as to secure 
privacy. 

(3 )  (a)  A factory shall not, while work is . .  . .  
being carried on. be so overcrowdeil 
as  to cause risk of injury to t h ~  
health of the persons enlployecl 
therein. 

(b) Without prejudice to the general- 
ity of the foregoing provision, a 
factory shall be deemed to be 
overcrowded as aforesaid, if the 
number of persons employed a t  a 
a time in any workroom is such 
that the amount of cubic space 
allowed for every person employed 
in the room is less than the amount 
prescribed from time to time. 

(c) Cubic space, shall not be deemed 
to be ~l lowed for any person unless 
i t  is kept clear from all materials, 
goods or tools other than those 
actually used or required by the 
person for whom the space is to be 
allowed. 

(d) I n  calculating, for the purpose of 
this sub-section, the amount of 
cubic space in any room, no space 
more than fourteen feet from the 
floor shall be taken into account. 

(4) (a) Every factory shall be ventilated in 
such a manner as t o  provide a 
sufficient supply of fresh air, and 
to carry off and render harmless, 
a s  f a r  as practicable, all gases, 
vapours, dust or other impurities 
generated in  the course of the work 
carried on therein that are a 
nuisance or injurious to health. 

(b) Without prejudice to the generalitx 
of the foregoing paragraph, the 
Director of Medical Services may, 
by requisition to the occupier or 
manager of a factory require him 
to  supply fans or other efficient 
appliances to carry ofF and render 
harmless all such gases, vapours. 
dust or other impurities. 

(5) Effective provision shall be made for 
securing and maintaining sufficient and suitable 
lighting, whether natural or artificial, in every part 
of a factory in which persons are working or passing. 

(6) Effective provisions shall be made for 
securing and maintaining a reasonable temperature 
in each workroom. 

(7) Where any process is carried on in any 
facitory which renders the floor liable to be wet to 
such an  extent that the liquid causing the wet condi- 
f on is capable of being removed by drainage; effec- 
tive means shall be provided and maintained for 
draining ofP such liquid. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP.  1 beg to 111ave that Clans? 
26 stand part. 

Hon M. E. C O X :  I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCGTT: On this prorision, A i l .  

Chairman, I heard thc Hon. Minister of T~abonr to 
say just now in answer to the hon. senior member 
for St. ~George that i t  is not his intention to press 
this imposition against small businesses because under 
the English Act they do not do so on small businesses. 

I would like the Hon. Ninister to bear this in  
mind: we in this island have too much of the idea 
that small businesses cannot comply with certain 
minlmum social staadards, alld especially is this so 
whell it comes to their having proper sanltary conve- 
lliences with a waterborne system. We have to stop 
those people who still have these dirty places in 
Bridgetown from continuing to provide only cess 

,its and I am glad to see that provision is made 
under sub-section (2 )  for separate accommodation 
for men and separate accommodation for women-sp 
as to secure privacy. To some of these small 
business people, the minimum standards of decency 
for their workers seem to be something in  the sky. 
1 do hope that the. enforcement of this provision will 
be insisted upon in order that the standard of pub- 
lic health can be raised. 

I t  is my opinion that if these small business 
people cannot provide their employees with these 
things they are not reacly to open business because 
expenditure on the provision of these things is in- 
finitesimal when coll~par~ed with what it costs for the 
whole structure of the business. Added to that, it is 
nothing for which you will have to make provision 
every day. 

I hope that the Hon. Ministm of Health will 
see to it that although i t  might be only a 'business 

I which employs two or three people that this provision 
will be complied with. Of course, I do appreciattj 
that in these things you will have to use your dis- 
cretion, but in a general way, I would like to  see i t  
insisted upon that good health standards in this 
particular way are maintained: because eventually 
the whole community will have to pay for bad health 
standards. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I have just one 
point to mak'e with respect to Clause 26, Sub-section 
2 which is for the provision of sanitary conveniences. 
I do not think that this Clause goes fa r  enough. I 
think there should be provision for a maximum nunl- 
ber of persons to each sanitary convenience pro- 
vided. There is no point in having in a factory three 
hundred people employed and there is only ono 
sanitary convenience for the men and one for the 
women. I hope when the Regulations are made that 
it will be prescribed in  them the maximum number 
of persons supposed to use one sanitary convenience. 

I do not see any provision under Clause 26 for 
the white-washing, distempering or painting of fac- 
tories for so many times a year. I consider that a 
very important Item. That was one of the first 
things for which provision was made in  the Factory 
:r,gislation passed around 1930, and, to the best of 
my recollection, since we have repealed that Act and 
brought in this new legislation, there should be 
specific provision for that in this Bill. Besides the 
question of the provision being applicable to proper 
health standards i t  will also d,o a lot t o  alleviate the 
wasonal employment of painters. That is not of para- 
n:oant consideration but  i t  is something which Tve 
~lloulcl not ignore. Purely from the hygienic point of 
view I think we should insist'that a t  every factory 
~rhich bar to be painted it should be painted at  
periodic intervals which the inspector might consider 
as reasonable and at  those factories which are to be 
~vhite1~-ashed, thev sho~llcl he ~iyhite~vashed so inany 
times a year. 

The qtcestion, that Glaqrse 26 stalvd part w m  ptt 
and ocrreed t o .  

Cla~tsp 27 was ciallcrrZ and passed. 
@lame 28 was called. I t  reads as follows:- 
28. (1) The Gor~rnor-in-Execl-rtive Committee 

r n w  by order apply all or any of the provisions of 
this Act to 
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( a )  docks, wharves or quays (including 
any warehouse occupied by the 
owner or occupier of the dock, 
wharf or quay) ; 

(b) other warehouses (not forming 
part  of a factory) in or for  the 
purposes of which mechanical 
power is used; 

(c) the process of loading, unloading 
or coaling any ship in any dock, 
harbour or canal and all machinery 
or plant used in such process; 

(d) building operations undertaken by 
way of trade or business, or for  
the purpose of any industrid or 
commercial undertaking; 

(e)  lt,orks of 
tion undertaken by way of trade or 
business, or for the purpose of any 
industrial or commercial undertak- 
ing. 

(2) When the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee has made an  under (l) 
this section, the following provisions shall, for the 

C 
purposes of this Act, have effect, that is t o  say- 

( i )  any such premises as are men- 
tioned in  paragraphs (a) or (b) 
of the subsection shall be treated 

9 as a factory ; 
(ii) any such plant or  machinev as is 

mentioned in paragraph (c) of 
the subsection shall be treated as 
plant or machinery situate in a 
factory; 

(iii) any person having the actual use 
O r  occupation of any such prem- 
ises a.; are mentioned in Par* 
graphs (a) or (b)  of the subsec- 
tion, or any Person carrying On 

4 
or undertaking any such Processes, 

\ 
operations or works as are men- 
tioned in paragraphs ( c ) ,  (d )  or 
(e) of the subsection shall be 
treated as the occupier of a 
factory. 

XIon. R. Q. MAPP: 1 beg to move that Clause 
28 stand part. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. mT'lLCoTT: to the 

Hon Minister to see that in  all  of these things for 
which we have made provision that proper consults- 
tion with the particular groups concerned will be 
given. It is not the habit in this island, even b ~ f o r e  
Ministerial Government, for Trade Unions to be col1- 
sulted on legislation which was to be put into effect. 
There has grown up  the habit that only business and 

Y business people are deserving of that courtesy; it is 
not regarded as essential for  a 'Trade union be 
cansulted 'on nev8 legislation. I therefore hope that 
in all of these provisions that consu!ation will b.' 
taken with the  articular groups conce~-ried. lJ%c;? 
consultation is taken with the particular groups Con- 
cerned before hand, i t  removes a lot of debate. The 
Xinister will be able to say when dealillg with th? 
*articular matter that consultation wa; faker, in th.3 
 articular quarters as regards the matlel- and he ha., 
had an opinion on this and that. I how the Hot1 

t 
Minister of Labour will not have the provisions 
this Act carried out without the knowledge of the ap- 
propriate groups and with only the opinion of tll* 
Governor-in-Executive Committee; Isecafise the Goy- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee only meaws the Min- 
ister of Labour whoever that happens to be. 

9 
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T h e  question, that  Clause 28 stand part was put 
and speed fo. 

Claz6ses 29 and 30 were called and passed. 
8.10 p.m. 

Clauses 31 and 32-were called and passed 
Clause 33-was called. I t  reads as follows:- 
33. (1)  The Governor-in-Executive Committee 

may make regulations for the inspection of factories 
and machinery, or of classes of factories, or  of cer- 
tain kinds of niachinery, by such persons as may 
be designated in such regulations. 

(2) The Commissioner may from time t o  
time by writing under his hand delegate any of 
his powers, duties and functions under this Act, 

an Inspector. 
(3)  The Commissioner, the Assistant 

Labour Commissioner and every Labour Officer shall 
be Inspectors for the purposes of this Act, and i n  
~dd i t ion  to such officers, the Governor may, ;by 
notice published in the Gazette, appoint such other 
fit and proper persons to be Inspectors, and may, 
by a like notice, revoke any such appcintment. 

(4) No person who is the occupier of a 
factory or is directly or indirectly interested there- 
i*l or in any process or business carried on therein, 
or in a patent connected therewith, or is employed 
in or about a factory, shall be appointed as a n  In- 
spector or act as such. 

(5) Every Inspector shall be furnished 
with a certificate of his appointment, and when 
visiting a factory or place to which any of the pro- 
visions of this Act apply, shall, if required, produce 
the said certificate to the occupier or other persca 
holding a responsible position of management at 
such factory or place. 

Mr. BRBNCKER: Mr. Chairman, in  consid- 
ering this Clause what has occurred to me is that the 
Government in making Regulations for the inspec- 
tion of factory and certain kinds of machinery, 
might consider some type of machinery whieh does 
not create the nuisance of soot and ashes such a s  
would cause great inconvenience to people who live 
in the vicinity of factories, and in  the passing and 
approving of certain kinds of machinery, they 
should ensure that proper provision is made for 
the reduction of soot and ashes to the minimw, 
by requiring that such apparatus be made obliga- 
tory on the factories or erect i t  and include i t  in 
their paraphernalia of the factory, because as  you 
know the well-to-do could easily go into the Court 
cf Chancery and have the matter threshed out; 
but the people cannot afford to do that. I 
know how the people from ~ ~ i ~ f i ~ l d  in st. 

and it seems to me that the Go,,emor-in- 
~~~~~~i~~ committee in making these 

see that there is in the Regulations not only 
the illspection for the machinery, but also they must 
ensure that the factory inspector in  going around in- 
sists 0, the presence of certain apparatus which 
will reduce the soot and ashes in each factory to 
the mi,i,m, and then that will be doing a great 
boon to the poor people within a mile or two of 
these factories which cause a great nuisance to the 
people and who cannot afford litigation. 

You know the people who wemt on record with 
the Porters Factory, a rich gentleman who has a 
millionaire for a wife, and as you know in respect 
of Haymans Factory one of the richest men in the 
Caribbean who gets his money from Wakefield- 
Castrol. These people can look after themselves but 
1 would suggest this is an  opportunity in which we 
might cause this thing to be remedied when the 
Factory Inspector goes around and recommends 
regulations for the Executive Committee and ensure 
that the necessary apparatus will be installed by 



the Factory to reduce to the lowest possible degree 
the  soot and ashes and any other lluisaiice arising 
theref rom. 

Non. R. G. MAPP : I would like to tell the 
honourable nieiiiber I have in  mind what he has 
jnst said, because I know the nuisance aiid I know 
that  general provision should be made. 

The  qziestion that Clazcse 33 stand part was plct 
and resolved in tlze afirnzative wtthout division. 

Clauses 34-37 inckzcsive - werp called and 
pnssed. 

Claz6se 38-was called. I t  reads as follows :- 
38. ( l )  No persoil employed i n  a factory or 

in any  other place to which any  provisions of this 
Act apply shall wilfully interfere with or misuse 
a n y  means, appliances, convenience or other thing 
provided i n  pmsuance of this Act for securing the 
health, safety or welfare of the persons employed 
i n  the factory or place, and where any meaim or 
appliance for securing health or safety is provided 
for the use of any such person under this Act, he 
shall use such means or appliance. 

(2) No person employed in  a factory o r  i n  
any  other place to which any  provisioiis of this 
Act apply shall ~vilfully and without reasonable 
cause do anything liliely to endanger himself o r  
others. 

Mr. F. L. IITALCOTT: I am just going to 
say, I hope there is no general feeling by the Mia- 
ister on the last point, when he answered the hon- 
ourable senior member, that there are some people 
who hare  this idea as  what they regard as a nuisance 
in these factories. The Courts take the decision and 
we cannot say anything i n  the Assembly, to change 
it but  it is a matter of fairplay. We are satisfied 
about erop time. 

NOIT, in  Clause 38, this is a legal point but  L 
am a little bit worried about how it reads. 

"KO person employed i n  a factory or in  any 
ether place to which any  provisions of this Acl, 
apply shall wilfully interfere with or misuse any 
means, appliances, convenience or other thing pro- 
vided in pursuance of this Act for securing the 
health, safety or welfare of the persons employed 
in  the factory or place, and where any means or 
appliance for securing health or safety is provided 
for  the use of any such person under this Act, he 
shall uw such means or appliance." . 

Kow, I mould like to know how there would 
be misuse of these appliances, and if i t  is really an  
attempt to say tha t  a man can be prosecuted for 
what they regard as a safety thing - like toilet 
bowls-and the inisuse of the employers' plan to 
provide facilities and the people do w t  use them 
properly. I clo not know what the lawyers i n  here 
urould say on that matter.  Sub-Clause (2)  states 
. 'KO persoiz elnployed in  a factory or in any other 
place to which any  provisions of this Act apply 
shall ~vilfully and without reasonable cause do any- 
thing liliely to endanger himself or others." 

NOIF,, I am a bit afraid of this. I am not a 
lawyer but  1 am wondering whether it is going to 
eut  across the Workmen's Compensation Acc, or a 
llormal calause that you pu t  in so that if a Inan 
commit\ a breach he is not protected. I raise these 
two l,oints because with the misuse of these appli- 
ances these people are subjected to prosecution; so 
1 wonltl like to be clear cn  these two l~oiath I have 
raised. 

Mr. BARROW: Mv objection of C l a u ~ ?  38 in 
s l i rht l r  different from that of the hononrable mein- . . 
lwr for St.  Pcter, because if we want to examine 
the nsefuliiess of any  particular Clausc we would 
have to examine the reason behind i t ;  aiid what 
l o u  are doing in  Clause 3: (2) which provides for  

t h e  penalty on the breach i n  Clause 38 is to make 
sure that  people do not honour the spirit of the 
Act more i n  its breach than ill its observatioli. In 
other words you want to niake sure-take the illus- 
tration-that if' the factory provides a fence or a 
gangway in  a factory that a foreman does not go 
along aiid order a worlinlitn to remove it and take 
it to some other p l a c e a a d  destroy the whole appar- 
atus of the Regulations and of the erection of that 
principal safety precaution itself. 

Now what I would like to know is this, Mr .  
Zhairman-the horiourable junior meruber for S:. 
Thomas will help me i n  this respect-why is it that 
the restrictions should apply to a person employed 
in the factory? I s  he not leaving the door open for  
somebody from outside to go into the factory and 
fiot be liable under the Act a t  all. I f  I read the 
Section, Mr. Chairman, you will see more clearly 
what I am trying to say. I n  Section 37 (1) "You 
shall be guilty of an  offence." 
8.20 p.m. 

Section 37 refers to Section 38 and i t  says 
this :- 

"In the evc.nt of a contraventioa by a n  em- 
ployed person of the provisions of section thirty- 
eight of this Act with respect to duties of persons 
employed or of a contraventiozl by any  person of 
any  regulation o r  order made under this Act, which 
txpressly imposes any duty upon him, that pers@p. 
shall be guilty of a n  offence. . . . . . ;" but  in  Section 
38 i t  says:- 

"No person employed i n  a factory or i n  any 
other place to which any  provisions of this Act 
apply shall wilfully interfere with or misuse any 
means, appliances, convenience or other thing pro- 
vided i n  pursuance of this Act.  . . . . . 1 Y 

I think that that  applies more specifically to 
safety precautions aud there are two separate and 
distinct considerations embodied i n  tha t  Clause. I 
think it is obvious now that  the  Clause, as i t  :S- 

worded a t  present, leaves the door wide open for 
somebody to take a screw off a circular saw a n d  
walk back out of the factory and escape all liability 
vhatever, and a workman comes along and gets in- 
jured. You do not want to  defeat the whole purpose 
of the particular Section. I agree to  a large extent 
with the honourable member for St. Peter about 
txtending the liabilities in matters of this kind. If 
you are  having centeea facilities in  a factory, are  
you going to say that  if a worker decides to eat 
~ o t s i d e  under a tamarind tree tha t  he will be liabl? 
to a penalty under Section 38 of this Rill, because 
j.ou have included welfare arrangements in  the 
penalty Clause? You have i t  that if a worker does 
ncit use the welfare provisions, he shall be liable 
ic  and guilty of a n  offence as well. 

There are some employers who will look for 
;alp kind of loophole so as to dismiss people, but 
of course, honourable members on that  side of the 
Elouse feel that they will decide on the fortunes of 
employees for ever, and that they have such mag- 
netic powers over the elnploying classes. the Mana- 
gers and the factory owners i n  this Colony, that 
they mill never act in  ally way as to make iionse~nsi: 
r,f this Act.  1 NO  ill tell them n o ~ v  tha t  they will 
17ave to amend this Act aggin if they leave i n  the 
i:onsensical provisions as are coiztained in  Sectioll 
36. You cannot say that because I provide certain 
welfare arrangements for you that  you will be 
guilty of a n  offence if you do not comply with 
them. TheJ- can saj-: "You must comply with the  
safety arrangements which we say should be placed 
i n  that  factory," but when you come to the welfare 
pro~isioiis, do you mean to say tha t  a breach by . . an employee of any  of these provlslsn: sqiil make 



Mr. CHAIRMAK : The honourable inenlber 
has now said that. 

Mr. BARROW: Section 38 (1) says this: 
"No person employed in a factory or in any 

other place to which any provisions of this Act 
apply shall wilfully interfere with or misuse ally 
means, appliances, convenience or other thing pro- 
vided in pursuance of this Act for securing the 
health, safety or welfare.. . . " I did not read the 
Section in toto, because I thought the honourable 
member had it in  front of him. 
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Par t  of this Section says that where any means 
or appliance for securing health or safety is pro- 
vided for the use of any such person under this 
Act, he shall use such means or appliance. If he 
does not drink water, will he be liable too? 
8.30 p.m. 

Hm. R. G. MAPP : All I am trying to point 
out is that these things have to be put there for the 
use of the men. I t  will be ludicrous to tell a man 
he must use i t .  As regards the point which the 
honourable member was making, it does not have a 
modicum of commonsense to say if any person from 
outside walks in and does something wrong to a 
man's business that there is nothing under the laws 
of this country by which he can be prosecuted. 
I t  is a man's property. Certainly you must have 
something under the Acts of this colony to guard 
against some person conling from outside to commit 
it breach. 

Mr. BARROW: Perhaps the Hon. Minister 
can tell me the law whereby you can prevent a 
man from comiag into a factory where there is a 
circular saw with a guard and taking the guard 
off and by so doing a worker gets injured. I want 
t o  know what law there is to prevent a man from 
coming in  from outside and doing that .  If the Hon. 
1,4'inister can tell me, I am willing to learn everyda:.. 
[A VOICE : You can charge him with malicious 
damage to property.] Someone has said that you 
can charge him with malicious damage to property. 

him liable to an  offence? I am saying that this Bill 
should be drafted i a  a sensibte way so that there 
is no possibility of its provisions being abused, 
either by an  employel or  employee. We have donc: 
worse by making it ~ossible for the Governor-in- 
~xecu t ive  committee (we know who that is) to 
make Regulations which will have the and 
effect of law; we have no control over the nonsense 
which they may bring in  and in1pose under the 
provisions of the Factories Act. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I thought that when the 
honourable member read out that Section he ~vonld 
have realised that he has made a mistake. 

Mr. BARROW: 1 have not made any mistake. 

R. G. "APP : It 's late t' 
start any kind of argument, but the honourable 
member specifically said tha: if you give people 
canteen facilities to use, and they do mot use them, 
they are liable to be prosecuted because the Act 
specifically says: "Where ally means or appliance 
for securing health. . . . . . MTell, he used the worrl 
"welfare," but the Act does not say "welfare." 

Mr. B A R ~ O M T :  3lr. chairnlan, the ~~t does 
say "welfare. " 

Mr. CHAIRxAN: The Hon. Minister is On 
his feet. Will the honourable member take his seat. 

Mr. BARROW: Which honourable member? 

CHAIR&JIAN: 'phe honourable senior 
member for St. George. 

Mr. BARROW: I am on a ~ o i m t  of Order. 
Certainly such a person wuld be charged for 

trespassing. or something of the sort. Do you mean 
to say that a man can walk into anofher man's fac- 
tory and do such a thing without there being a, laxv 
to prevent i t ?  Howerer, I do n g  want to argue cm 
academic poinits, I do believe that Mr. Malrgetts has 
put things in  this Bill which lawyelrs themselves will 
find i t  difficult to carry out. How can )*ou wstain, 
a charge against a man for misuse of a toilet? 

Hon. R. G. U P P  : Mr. Chairman, the honour- 
able junipr member for St. Peter said that I did not 
answer his question. T can only say that you must 
wilfully misuse it. If you do not flush a toilet prop- 
erly, the most that is, is carele~ssaess. This Section 
specifically says "wilfully" and I think you mill 
agree thait there is a diff'erence between "~vilfully" 
and ' l carelessizess ". 

Mr. BARIROW: Mr. Chairman, I do not wan$ 
to go over my argument again but to come straight t o  
the point I do not see any reason why the words "ein- 
1,loyed in, a factory" should be in  the Section. I con- 
~ i d e r  that the Section mould be better worded if iS 
were stated as follows :- 

"KO person shall wilfully interfere with or mis- 
use any means, appliances, conveniences etc.,'' and it 
should go on to say "every person shall use the facili- 
ties provided." 

Again I would like to illustrate to the honour- 
able junior inember for St. Peter that i t  is possibl.: 
for a little child if he is enterprising el3oug.h to wall< 
into a factory and remove all the safety gadgets with- 
cut damaging1 the machinery and if he does that there 
is no criminal la,w attached to it. That is all I a n  
trying to say. 

T h e  question that Clause 38 stamd part was put 
cnd agreed to. 

On mdf ion  of Horn. R. G. ,M@P, seconded by  
Hon. M. E. COX, Mr. CHAIRMAN reportad pvo- 
gress and asfiecl for- Zea,i~e for the Committee to szS 
clgain. 

There is no law under which you can prosecute 
him so long as he enters the factory lawfully. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I ~ i s e  
with no intention of entering into the legal argu- 
ment; I have only done so because the Hon. Minister 
has not answered my question. I do not agree with 
the arguments of the honourable senior member for 
St. George as regards the question of canteens. I 
do not think under this Act you can bring a charge 
against a man because he did not use the toilets 
on the premises properly. I n  the course of my work 
I have received complaints from owners of businesi 
ps that the workers did not use the toilet in  a propem 
"ay. There were such complaints as the workera 
leaving the toilets choked or leaving the taps run- 
ning. Such complaints can be regarded as a yues- 
t:oll of misuse. 

As regards the other point which the honour- 
ourable senior member for St. George was making, 
tl~ere must be some provision in the Statute Book 
for Prosecution of a Person who comes into your 
premises and does something wrong, because if I had 
a. factory and there was no law to prevent a man 
coming into my factory and pulling off the guard 
of part of my machinery thereby causing it to in- 
jure a worker, then there would be provision for 
my dealing with him. There must be sollle provision. 
I believe the honourable senior member for S t .  
George must realise that there is some law whereby 
you can prosecute; if not, all the lawyers in the 

are 



Hr. lrPEAKEE resumed the c h ~ i r  and reportetb 
accordingly. 

The Order Paper having now been @ed. 

I-Ion. DT. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move 
that the House do now adjourn until this day week 
at 12 noon. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 

Mr. E. D. NOTTLEY: As an amendmei~t to 
that, Sir, I would like to move that the H~use  ad- W 
journ until 3 p.m. 

The question that the Hozcse do now adjolcrrt 
until Tuesday 28th instaqtt at 12 o'clock noon qcas 
~ u t  and resolved in  the affirmative without divisiolr, 
and MR. SPEAKER adjozcrnied the Hovsa accord- 
ingly. 
8.40 p.m. 




