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(Leader of the Opposition), Mr. J. C. MQTTLEY, Mr. 
V. B. VAUQHAN, Hon. C. E. TALMA, (Minister of 
Agriculture, Lamds & Fisheries), Mrs. E. E. BOURNE 
and Mr. J. C. TUDOR, M.A. 

-- -- - -- - 

Prayers were read. 
Mr. BRYAN entered the House and took h& seat. 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I 

am commanded to lay Message No. 37/1955 from His 
Excellency the Governor :- 

Mr. LEWIS : On a point of Order. My sum- 
mons to this meeting does not say that any Messages 
are to be laid. If the Hon. Ministers knew of a Mes- 
sage to be laid, we should be treated with the same 
courtesy which they have extended to the Other Place. 
There was a Message to be laid in  the Other Place 
and they gave notice of i t  because there was a special 

. * b  
meeting for  it. Why can't this House be treated 
with similar courtesy? I did not come here to-day 

9 to hear of any Messages being laid. 
Mr. SPEAKER: My ruling is that any Message i can be laid a t  any time. If the Government wants 

i to do anythiing other than that, it cannot be proceeded 
, .J with ; but as f a r  as a Message to be laid by Command 

is concerned, that Message can be  laid a t  any time. 
That is my ruling. 

Mr. LEWIS: I take i t  that that Message was 
not known of when you were approached about this 
special Meeting. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Message need not have 
been known of. The Hon. Minister may proceed. 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

3rd January, 1956. 
A Special Meeting of the House of Assembly was 

held at  3 o'clock p.m. to-day. 

PAPERS LAID 

f 
37/1955 from His Excellency the Governor to the 
Honourable the House of Assembly informing the 
Honourable House of the cessation of the state of 
emergency. 

MESSAGE NO. 37/1955. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: As I was saying, 
Mr. Speaker, I am commanded to lay Message No. 

a W 

His ExceLlenw The G w e r . ~  
TO 

The Hmaurable The a w e  of Assembly 

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to  
inform the Honourable the House of Assembly that 
the Proclamation issued on the 19th of November, 
1955, declaring that a state of emergency existed as 
a result of the hurricane which struck the Idand o r  
the 22nd of September, ceased to be in  force after' 
the 18th of December, 1955, and that, as no further 
Proclamation was issued, the state of emergency 
la,psed accordingly. 

R. D. H. ARUNDELL, 
Governor. 

Government House, 
Bridgetown. 

21st December, 1955. 
Also Message No. 38/1955 from Bis  Excellency 

the Governor to the Honourable the House of Assem- 
bly regarding representation at the final Conference 
on Federation to be held in  London in  February 1956. 

MESSAGE NO. 38/1955. 

His Excellency The Governor 
TO 

The Honwa:ble The Home of Assembly 

His Excellency the Governor has the honour :o 
refer to his Message No. 31/1955 and to the Address 
from the Honourable the House of Assembly dated 
the 13th of December, 1955, regarding the represen- 
tation of the Barbados Governmect at the final Con- 
ference on Fed'eration which is due to begin in  Lon- 
don on the 7th of F'ebruary, 1956. 

2. The printing and distribution of the reports 
of the three Pre-Federal Commissioners have neces- 
sarily taken some time, and the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies has been unable to fix a n  earlier 
date than the 2nd of January, 1956, for the simul- 
taneous publication of these Command papers in  t t c  
United 'Eingdom and the British West Indian ter- 
ritories. Copies of the Command papers are beinr 
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laid at  the first meeting of the ITonourable the House 
after that b t e .  

3. The opinion of the Honourable the House 
regarding the composition of the delegation has beep 
taken into account, but, after careful consideration, 
the Government has selected the following:- 

Delegates: 
The Honourable Premier. 
The Honourable Sir Archibald Cuke, C.B.E., 

M.L.C. 
The Honourable C. E. Talma, M.C.P. 

Advisers : 
The Honourable Dr. A. S. Cato, M.L.C. 
The Honourable the Acting Attorney Gen- 

eral. 
The Financial Secretary. 

4. The Honourable the Hcuse is invited to con- 
cur in the appointment of the delegation. 

R. D. H. ARLINDELlL, 
Governor. 

Government House, 
Bridgetown. 

31st December, 1955. 

Also Reports of the British Caribbean Pre- 
Federal Commissioners. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Speaker, is i t  possible that 
n7r can have the Message from the Governor relative 
to the final Conference on Federation to be held in 
London in February this year read? 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS read the Message. 
Mr. ALLDER entered the House and took his 

seat. 
Mr. LEWIS: When are we to agree in this 

matter? Will our concurrence be asked to-day? 
Mr. SPEAKER: Not to-day. 

NOTICE 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give 
-notice of a Resolution to place the sum of $312,500 
a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Commit- 
tee to supplement the Estimates 1955-56, Part  11, 
Capital, as shown in the Supplementary Estimate 
1955-56, No. 56, which forms the Schedule to the 
Resolution. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I should also like to  ask for 
leave to move for the suspension of Rules 88 & 89 in 
order to deal with this Resolution in all its stages 
to-day. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
Hon. Minister. 
3.25 p.m. 

SUSPENSION OF RULES 88 & 89 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Rules 88 & 89 be now suspended. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Tha question was put a,nd resolved in the afirmu- 

tive wdthoz~t division. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Eon. M. E .  COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the 
House go into Committee of Supply to consider the 
Money Resolution of which notice has just been 
given. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
The question wak put and resolved in the affirm- 

d t i w  without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House 
went into Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being 
in the Chair. C 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1955-56, 
NO. 56 

Hurricane Housing 
C 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, this Resolu- 
tion as you will see Sir, is divided into two parts: 
(1) $200,000 for the continuation of repairs to houses I 

damaged by the recent hurricane, and (2) $112,500 
I 

e 
for part of the cost of the construction of another 
250 prefabricated houses. 

I should like from the outset to say that I 
understand that when the November 8th Resolution 
for the sum of $710,000 was before the  House, the 
Hon. Minister of Social Services who dealt with it 
gave the impression at that time that the $710.000 
was all that was required f o r  the campletion of 
repairs to the houses damaged. He stated, as f a r  as 
I gather, that it was the final instalment. 

Well, the Hon. Minister in all good faith, wns 
under the impression from the information he hat1 
received that that was the last amount required t 3 

Gnish those houses: and I would like this Honourable 
Committee t6 believe that it was not an  attempt by 
the Hon. Minister of Social Services to mislead this 
Hon. Committee. So far  as could be gleaned from 
the information received by him, he was almost sure 
that that amount would have completed the job. 

Now, Sir, the survey taken a t  the 7th November 
revealed that there were 5,251 houses remaining to 
be repaired and at  the time the average cost of the 
repairs was $100 per house. Since then, sometim* 
a,round the 29th November, the Manager-Secretary 
of the Housing Board pointed out that there wert: 
more houses to be repaired than that survey had 
shown: and one of the reasons given a t  that timt, 
although 1 do not think that me can accept it, war- 
the inaccessibility to certain houses located in cer- 
tain places. 

I am well aware of the fact that :t the time 
the first survey was taken, it was during the rainy 
season and in the hilly parishes of St. Andrew and 
St. Joseph (if I may give thosc parishes as an  ex- 
ample) i t  would have been difficult a t  that timr: 
to get to every house situated in the hills so as 
to inspect them; but the question of inaccessibility 
should not be presented as an excuse, because how- 
ever inconvenient it may be to get to those houses, 
it must be borne in mind that peopl. live in them 
and if an occupier, or an owner can get to the*,! 
inspectors could also reach them for the purpose 
c.f making a survey. 

However, after the first survey, the Manager- 
Secretary pointed out that thcre were quite a few 
houses of which the people who took the survey 
had not taken note, and, consequently, he was 
obliged to make another survey. That last survey 
revealed that there were another 796 houses to be 
added to the former number and that brought tht 
total to 4,303 houses to be rewired up to the 201h 
of last month. I n  addition, as I have saitl, the co;s 
of repairs was calculated at  first a t  an average of 
$100 per house but that amount proved to be in- 
adequate. consequently, i t  has been increased to an 
average of $I50 per house. 

The other part of this Resolution is for ths 
sum of $112,500 which is half of the amoull', 
~~ecessary for the constructim of another 250 pre- 
fabricated houses. The final figure cannot be ascer. 
tcained at  present; and this is in view of the fac; 
that the figures of the surveys show that every timp 
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you make a survey, you get more and more houses or rather no true rebtion-to the number of hons:s 
added. For example, we have here from the list that were really d a w e d .  
completed on the 24th last month, figures showing We have tried, as I said, Sir, as fa r  as possibla 
that of the 795 houses which are to be added to t h ~  to get as accurate figures as we could, and we arc 
former list, 238 were extensively damaged, 322 making this last test check within two weeks from 
moderately damaged and 235 slightly damaged. now: after which we hope to come back to th , s  
3.35 p.m. House for the final initalment for repairs and for 

I n  so far  as  the slightly and damaged houses rehousing those persons rendered homeless as a 
are concerned, hon. members will remember that in result of the hurricane- 
the first instance, soon after the hurricane passed, With these few remarks, I beg to move that  
the repairs programme was concentrated on housaa this Resolution for the sum of $312,500 be now 
which were slightly and moderately damaged and Passed- 
those which were pushed off their groundsills; and Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
the more extensively damaged houses were left un il Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Chairman, Covernmeiit 
those slightly damaged houses were repaired. Well, the attitude of members of this House as  
that p r o p m m e  proceeded for some time, and whm housing, and i t  is for that reason, I believe. 
it was actually felt that all those slightly damaged that they are treating the House i n  this manner; 
houses or even moderately damaged houses were but on every occasion when they come to the House 
repaired, (as I said we were not concentrating on for money, there is a lapse and a lay off and peopl: 
the extensively damaged houses) this survey re- are W t  off work and the whole programme is he d 
vealed that there are still 235 slightly damaged and UP for two weeks before they can :rpt into stride 
322 moderately damaged. That being the case ths again. This is the second or thiid occasion on 
Government has decided to have a sort of spot-check which it has happened- 
cn these additional houses. I n  other words, we arz When notice of this meeting wa_s given, we hat-1 
prepared, sir, to  send around independent persons already expected them to call us kcp.; everybod:? 
who have had nothing to do with the survey in knew that we Were going into recess over the Chrisr, 
the beginning along with other persons who did take holidays and the poney was running out. The 
sc,me part in the programme, to make these various only Person who did not know that W- the 'Ninister 
tests to find out the accuracy or othcrwise of the of Housing. 
figures which are here given. Hon. M. E. COX: That is not true; I was away 

For that reason we have come to the House foi in British Guiana. 

an amount which we feel will carry us over a two I 
Mr. GODDARD: The people have suffe~e.3 

or three week period until three checks are madc tremendously; they are still suffering even if he does 
not know i t ;  they have got them oat from the and we get the figures' As I pointed Out, Sir' sehooLg and some people are being housed up  to the 20th December, we had repaired 11,053 together in families with each other. T know the houses and up  to the 28th we had *repaired 11,390, position in Christ murch and that is the cess?. ahich gives a figure of 347 repaired since 20th De- They have they are miserable; and it is c~mber.  I think that is all that is required a t  this 

sLage so far  as this repairs programme is concerned. only God's mercy that the dry  weather has just 
started. 

Now, sir, dealing with the other part of the 3.45 p.m. i:esolution, we have found that the 500 pre-fah houses That is my first If more houses had are insufficient to meet the demands and needs of 
persons who qualified for houses. Actl lal l~ to date, been repaired per week, more familieq could have 

been happier during the Christmas season than they we have sited 310 of the 500 pre-fah houses; and v,ere. according to the requests and demands, the Gov- 
ernment feels that we must provide at  least anothe~ My next observation is that the whole pro- 
250 p-e-fab houses. As is done, or was clone in the gramme seems to have lost and 

surveys are done in a most haphazard way. That i i i  
case of the the cost is borne panly by the I SO, because three months after the hurricane th., 
ermnent and partly the Government should have been in a to te!! 
Loans Fund. us today what repairs arc expected, if there had 

On the last occasion i t  was 50% and that p o l i c ~  been a proper survey. 
has been maintained; that is to say $112,500 will be I know that the Housing Board wele given 
voted and the other $112,500 be taken the task they were not fully of 
L. W. ( H  L) Funds. ing. They have done a reasonably good job because 

I n  so f a r  as the policy with regard t c  the they had to take on extra staff, they had to take oil 
cation of these houses is concerned, I have decider] carpenters and other people who had to borrow 
to give priority to Persons who own and hammers so as to do the job. nowever that position 
whose houses were completely destroyed by the rgeed not exist today. I know that Housing is a ver:,. 
hurricane, and also to persons who were renting touchy question but I must say that with the hold- 
houses which have been destroyed. Tn so far  ups  and the lapses and the surveys-all I can say i c  
providing land-lords with pre-fab houses, this has bee., that these surveys are not properly done. 
ruled out. We are not suPPlying any ~ r ~ - ~ a 5  The Government has not yet told this Hous2 
houses to landlords; as I said, only to Persons who had that they are not repairing stone buildings althoug 7 

owned houses and occupied houses7 and Persons who I have heard that in other quarters. However, I un- 
were renting and who became as a resu'l derstand that some assista3nce has bem given to the 
of the houses which they occupied at  the time bein?' n-\mers of some stone buildings. It is said thnt t%ose 
completely destroyed. owners of stone buildings who are i n  these poor cat'e- 

I think, Sir, the Addendum to the Resolutioli gories must apply to the Rehabilitation Fund Com- 
explains quite clearly the purpose of this Resolution mittee. I am a member of that Committee but I think 
and the Committee will appreciate the difficult ex- the Government should still say whether they intend 
perience in  checking on these houses. At least, in  tlie to help that category of persons or not. because the 
first instance, as you remembe?.. I gave the figure O! funds which are at  the disposal of this Hurricane 
little over 7,544 houses damaged but that was a verT Relief Fund Committee are not adequate to under- 
rough estimate and- apparently bore no relation - take that as  well as other things. The Governmeilt 
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should let us know today whether they intend to help 
these people or whether they would be assisting them 
from that fund done. 

One of the worries of the people whc have had 
damage done to their property is that they do no! 
know when this assistance would be stopped. I 
have assured them as much as I can that the mew- 
bers of this House, a t  least the members from this 
side of the House, would not tolerate that. 

I am not a t  all satisfied that the repairs which 
have been done are all that could have been don: 
this is an  opportunity which the Government should 
have grasped to carry out a broader programme. L! 
person may have had a three-gabled house, with a 
shed roof, which was blown flat; there may be nine 
or  ten people who were living in that house and the 
Government has put on one gable, but they h a v ~  
not attempted to put back the shed-roof. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I object to that ;  that is not 
true. 

Mr. GODDARD : When the Hon. Minister gets 
up I hope he will say that i t  is not true, because that 
is what I know. They are only repairing one gablt 
and not the shed roof to a house and they are accom- 
modating families in half houses. Only today a per 
son told me that she had a two-gable heuse and a 
shed roof and it was blown fiat; she was sheltering 
somewhere else and when they came to repair tht 
house, they took the entire boarding from one house 
and gave her baek one ;gable ; they took some of the 
boarding from the second house and made one house 
in some instances, they have shortened tile houses. 

Well, I do not disagree with that, but when th* 
Government gives back one hot~se, i t  ' inadequate 
having regard to the sizd of the family. You will find 
icstancea where eleven people are sleeping under one 
roof. 

The housing situation in Barbados has alwajs 
been a bad one, but unless they extexd their pro 

'gramme, the housing programme will be worse that. 
ever. 

We have spelnt about $l% mill'on and fro;:? 
what the Hon. Minister has said today that is n2' 
cnough. A grant of something like $2 million hn- 
been given to Grenada. Government should go to th-- 
British Government with a final survey, tell thel: 
what they have done and ask them for a grant tc 
see if we cannot make some improvement; or else 
put our housing back to the sa.me pos:tion where it 
was and then go on with the housing programme. If 
you go on as you are, you will be repairing these 
houses until next Christmas. 

There is another category of large woodel 
houses which have been damaged and the occupier< 
are unadble to do anything about them, and they arc 
in a very dangerous position; some of them can fa] 
into the road tomorrow. The Manager of the How: 
ing Board does not know what to do with them. i 
kave taken him to some sites and he is sgmpathet;~ 
with the  cases, but he needs to  be given qome discre 
tionary powers to sa>y: "I will pull dow that housc 
and make a one-storayed house out of it." YOU knight 
have an old house before the l~urricarle which ~va .  
damaged by the hurricane and therefdre has got tr 
be repaired. If a person cannot repair 11i- house, the 
Government's policy should be to come to his assisi; 
ance. Some houses cannot take more than $20 or $.?( 
t o  repair them, but surely others will take abom 
$200 or $300 to repair them; why should the Govern 
merit not do tha t?  Why should everybody be treatec 
alike ? 

Now we come to the pre-fabricated houses. The: 
have come down for a further 250 of these house.; 
and I am asking the Hon. Minister to send thost 
250 "prefab" hcnses to Christ Church. When wc 

3sk for more housea and you give them, you will bc 
giving them to deserving cases. The Revtrend get- 
tleman in charge in  Christ Church has a l m g  waif- 

h 
ing list of people who have been applyiug ever since 
for "prefab " houses ; these people should be give11 
somewhere to go. 
3.55 p.m. 

,Government is not aware of the number of fami. 
lies that are doubling up  together, but they ar? 
doubling u p ;  and they are doing so becduse that is 
the Barbadian way of helping one anotLer. 

I am saying that Government shoulcl not at sl; 
think that its policy to huild another 250 prefabri- 
cated houses will be the last lot that tLey will have 
to build; and I am warning them that they may as 
well get ahead building the balance acc~~rding to the 
list given by the Inspector. If ;~ou  get :hat list, yolr 
will see that you will need more than 250. 

As a matter of fact, he has pointea out to mlL 
that you have allocated 141 to C'hrist Church, bu? 
his list for Christ Church is more than 250. I do + 
hope that when the Hon. Minister gets up  to reply 
he will tell me that I am wrong and that Gover7- 
ment is doing more than that. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chail.man, i t  was 
very refreshing to hear the Hon. Minister of Corr,- 
munications give some survey of the ~vork done on 
housing, and we are  thankful for the figures he has 
given; but I would like to say before going a~-< 
further that to get an accurate survey the Govern- 
plent must use people who are competent t o  make a 
survey, and i t  must not get political derelicts to do 
that work. Government is using poli%ieal derelicts iu 
the making of the surveys and mainly for the purpose 
of bringing those people back in the House of As- 
sembly. I am saying that if t;hey cannot get in the 
House of Assembly without a hurricane they are not 
fit to get in  the House of Asselilbly. 

There are too many political derelicts being used 
in this matter, and they are being used as a means of 
getting a seat for them in this Honourable Chamber 
during the coming General Elections. That is one of 
the dangers of this matter. [A VOICE: Give us 

* 
Borne names]. I will give you some when you get on 
a platform. [ANOTHER VOICE : We want to hear 
the names in here.] The names are uot for you :it 
this time and you know the names better than I dc. 

Mr. Chairman, so far  as this Resolution is con- 
cerned, when one comes in here today and hears 
the Hon. Minister saying that it is an Emergency 
Resolution, when you examine i t  you wiil realise that 
i t  is not an  Emergency Resolution; because if yon 
read the Addendum carefully, you will see at  th-: 
end of paragraph (2) this sentence : " t'hese hous~s  
will cost $225,000 and i t  is proposed to meet 50% of 
the cost from the Labour Welfare Fund." Well, if 
you are meeting 50% of the cost of these houses from 
cut of the Labour Welfare f i n d ,  i t  is not necessa,ry 
for this House to approve of money coming f ro~u  
that Fund, because the Government has spent money 
out of the Labour Welfare Fund already without tho i 

L 
pemission of this House. 

There is no point in the Ninister saying that 
you will have to dismiss somebody if i t  is true that 
you are using money from the Labour Welfare Fuacl. 

From the Hon. Minister's own statement, the 
a~nount of nloney roted to be utilised cannot be util- 
ised in twc weeks' time. If 50% of this moneyf which 
ic $112,500 is coming from the Labour Welfare Fund, 
then you caunot spend that amount in a week in  the 
repair of these houses; so on that basis. you can say 
that the money coming f r m  that Fund could W e  
been spent in getting ahead with tbd repair of these 
h o w .  If  it is a fact that the people who were 
employed in the repair of these houses were laid cfl 

-r! 
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pad the work on t h w  houses has been stoppied, there 
was absolutely no necessity for  that because the 
money from the Labour Welfare Fund could havv 
bcen utilised. 

I will ask the Hon. Minister of Col~municationv 
these questions: is it a fact that the Governmert 
has tents to shelter people who have lost their home: 
as a result of the hurricane? I f  so, where are they l 
Have they been used, sold or given away? Are they 
rotting or what? What have you done with them? 

The other point which I want to bring to tht 
attention of the Hos, Wnister is this: why is it, a$ 
the hon. junior member for Christ Church has said 
that no attempt has been made by the Barhadbz 
Government to let the public know if Her Majesty's 
~overnmeht,  apart from the token grant of $240,003 
is making any other provision for grallting thv 
Island money for relief? What is going to be t h ~  
position so far  as getting relief in this question ot 
housing is concerned ? 

It is three months since the hurricane has take!, 
place and the Hon. Minister has said that 4,303 
houses still remain to be repaired. From the H ~ I I  
Minister's estimate if 346 houses are repaired in 
days (and I presume that the people who work oil 
those houses do not work on Sundays and Publ;? 
Holidays) then i t  means that 30 houses are repaired 
per day'; and if you are repairing 30 houses per day, 
iL will mean that you will have to  work another 20 
weeks before you can complete the repair of these 
houses. 

L'et me ask again whether any approach ha; 
been made to Her Majesty's Government for a grant 
in  order to assist the Barbados public to finalise th.! 
repair of these houses! is the extent d t h a ~  
grant if a grant has been made? Elveryone will agrec 
that the task of rehousing the neople is a big one, 
and as I have said in  a sotto voce remark just now. 
if the Government Bench is assisting in Famiit 
Planning, I want to led i t  know that all its proposals 
for Family Planning will go to the wind and will be 
disrupted because you cannot have Family Planning 
when eight or more families live in a 16ft X 91+. 
house. Limiting of a family does not come from tha: 
sort of housing. 

The Hon. 'ninister of Communications has said 
that there are three types of damaged houses--mode- 
rately damaged, slightly damaged, and extensively 
damaged houses. What is the difference between a 
house which is moderately damaged and that which 
is slightly damaged? I can well understand your 
saying "honses extensively damaged" because thar 
seems to me to be the type of house which you cannot 
repair and which you will have to reconstruct. I mi 
going to say that if you are willing to repair an oil! 
house for the pgeople, i t  is just as if you are going 
upon a Steamship and looking for dunnage. 
4.05 p.m. 

In  Christ Church there are still houses on the 
ground. It is true that there are people who are 
not doing anything and are waiting until the Gov- 
ernment comes along; and some of them eyen aided 
and abetted by politicians. These people are wait- 
ing like political derelicts to see if you do not give 
them a house, and those who are waiting for a vote 
are willing to tell them: "I am willing to get behind 
the Minister. " 

I feel we sh0~11d be frank and bold about this 
matter. The Minister is satisfied that we have reached 
the stage where the Addendum says that the total 
number of houses remaining to be.repaired as shown 
by the survey, proves t c  be inaccurate. There is no 
such thing as an accurate estimate. [A VOICE : W h y  
not?] If i t  is accurate i t  cannot be an estimate, 
and if i t  is an estimate, it cannot be accurate. If it 
is an estimate which he has given to the House, to 

what extent is this going to cost the Governmellt 
and at what stage or with what steps Government 
will be asked to assist? 

We hav,e heard &3,000,000 has been granted to 
I little Grenada with the understanding that they put  

some of this back from Colonial Development and 
Welfare Funds as well as from their Treasury. To 
what extent are we going to be treated like Grenada? 
What is Her Majesty's Government doing at  this 
stage to help under these present circumstances? I 
should like to know if the Minister is satisfied with ' the method in  dealing with the situation. [A VOICE : 
What method?] Doing some houses here and then 
being forced to  stop ; and then you have the p r o b l ~  
of not knowing precisely what this whole thing is 
going to cost you, because you do not have a good 
survey. 

I should like the Minister to bear this in  mind: 
he cannot postpone this matter too long, because you 
v,ill find on the 22nd September, 1956, that you arc 
still on the basis of trying to rehabilitate and recon- 
struct h6uses that were blown down. Some houses 
are beyond repair; therefore, if you give prefab 
houses to people, I would advise you to be careful 
that you do not give houses of too high a cost, because 
when the time comes that you have tp demolish these 
prefab houses, you will find that you have spent 
much that was not worthwhile. 

Another point I would like to point out to the 
Minister, is that you are using a substantial portion 

l of the Labour Welfare Fund for the purpose of 
rehousing these people. We have no objection under , these circumstances, but in  this account, I cannot 

I feel justified because in  the Bill we have just passed 
dealing with the sngar levies you have deducted 
money to put into Labour Welfare Funds, and you 
did not a t  the same time make it clear that you are 
making a loan to repair houses. But I hope that 
in taking money out of the Labour Welfare Fund 
that does not mean that you have not stopped or. 
put a slow pedal on the granting of loans to repair 
houses, because I want to make i t  very clear that 
those who have red blood in  their bodies have a 
principle that cannot be short circuited. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I do not think, 
sir, that there is a method or lack of method in dealing 
with the rehabilitation of the people of Barbados 
after the hurricane. I t  is a matter upon which this 
Government or anybody else connected with the Gov- 
ernment cannot congratulate themselves. It is the 
biggest bungle in the history of this colony, a t  a time 
when we should be seeking the assistance of people 
outside. 

Imagine the hon. junior member for St. Peter 
wanting to know whether the British Government j,c 
going to give us any money. Don't you think that 
the British Government reads the Debates, and that, 
they have not read what this Government had done 
within the last three months and how many houses 
there are to be repaired? Hon. Ministers! come ir. 
here with an air of finality asking for $710,000 and 
expect that this is all to be done. They themselves 
said that they have left the worst houses to the last, 
therefore, the cost of the houses will go u p ;  they 
said that themselves. Now that they have discov- 
ered that there are more houses to be done, they come 
back in today and tell you that the people who made 
the survey are a bunch of villains and that they - 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I object to 
those remarks. I am sure he did not hear me say 
that. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, the hon. member 
said the survey was inaccurate and he is now going 
to have an accurate survey. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I did not say that ;  I said 1 
would have a test check. 
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k,ouse and because the rain llas falling you did 
nothing to it a t  a l l?  Was the rain falling every 
day ? 

You have said that these houses would cost 
something more and therefore this is no new idea. 
this was the idea. you have been c.iven the 
,,,g estimate, therefore you will car? six 

more people with you so that y a  can do more. You 
have been warned all along that you shculd adopt 
,onle policv. 

There is no necessity for the people who are 
F.orliing in the Department to make survey 
at  "11; you must have people who are capable of 
making a survey of what is to be done a11d give i t  
in to the Department. What has become of the 
good work for which people have been rewarded with 
New Year honours? Is this some of i t ?  

Mr. Chairman. I must say that I am thoroughly 
ashamed of what has taken place after the 1 urricane; 
and in every aspect of it, i t  is appearing to one that 
the people who have accused the Gov~rnment of 
daking political capital out of disaster zre right 
up to the hilt. That is shameful: the people who 
are deserving of assistance a n d A o  have not gbt it 
ought to know where they are standinq for assistance, 
now that some months have elapsed since this hurri- 
cane has taken place. We want Progress Reports on 
this matter so as to see what has besen done with the 
money. Why is there so much secTecy surrounding 
Lit? Do not tell me that yell are starting another 
survey about this; the people who made this survey 
should have told you: "There is a houcse which 
was damaged to  this or to that extent." Do you 
want people to go around to check and recheck and 
what-not? This is an  absolutely disgraceful show- 
ing by anybody who could claim to have tile interest 
of anybody at heart. 

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Chairman, I feel that I 
should say a few words in connection with this mat- 

1886 --- - - --- - 

Mr. LEWIS: He is going behind the b a c h  of 
the very people he employed to make it. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I said we were going to do it 
with the aid of the people who made the survey. 

Mr. LEWIS: What are You carrying the others 
for, to show them where they went wrong? And 
You want to bring more people to rehabilitate! You 

to have made a test check and every other 
thing from the very day of the hurricane. 

This Government has been doing nothing but 
making political strategy of the hurricane situation, 
and this has caused all the trouble. 1 must tell you 
that there are very serious stories going around about 
it, and i t  means that the people,s money is being 
misspent. This is a political racket and nothing 
more. 

Imagine coming in today and saying that you 
have some slightly damaged houses when these 
have been repaired ever since. They do not know 
what to do. You have been warned all along that 
you have been mishandling this thing; and in the 
neantime of course, you are giving "hurrican? 
~oliticnl honours;" "Janect7' birthday list, that is 
what it is! 
4.15 p.m. 

'l'hat is the kind of thing which is happening; 
you are advertising a t  every stroke that you are 
doing nothing but  making political capital out of 
this business; and then you say that this is not the 
final vote either. We were told on the last occasion: 
"Yes, this is the end of it." At least when you 
haid that this is the end of it, don't you think that 
on the next occasion you should have said: "This 
is not the end of i t?"  Are you saying that there is 
more to i t  because you have not yet fixed the date 
cf the Elections? I think i t  is time that you s h d d  
have a policy and you should pursue i t ;  you are 
cloing absolutely nothing with considered judge- 
ment. You brought in all sorts of things here; 
jlntagine what would have happened if YOU did not I 
9ave the ~ e o p l e  to criticise the thillgs you bring ill 
kcre ! 

You mid on the last occasion that the houses 
which you are going to deal with would require a 
higher figure because they were the worst damaged, 
and i t  would take a long time to repair each one of 
thcm. How have you come to discover this position 
r o w ?  Have you dismissed any of the people who 
nlade that survey? Are they still workillg with 
you? Can the Hon. Minister say that any single 
cne of these people has beell dismissed from his 
employment? Are you still going to employ these 
people ? 

The next paragraph of the Addendum to this 
Resolution says this: "As funds are almost exhaus- 
ted, i t  has been decided to approach the Legislatu* 
for the provision of a further sum of $200.000 to en- 
able the repair programme to be carried on, as  i t  
lr.ould lje most undesirable to stop this Propamme 
a t  the present time." Has anybody asked you 
stop i t ?  Did some of the Ministers suggest that the 
programme sh011ld be stopped and they had to be 

that it had to be carried on? 
The Hon. Minister of social Ser~iCeS in all good 

faith, said! that the $710,000 was the e:l of this 
matter. They had faith then in the people whom they 
employed to make this survey; and has it :low been 
shown that you should not pin your faith in the 

whom you employed in this matter? Or 
perhaps you want to continue with that for reasons 
vdhich have been stated today? YOU a!-' you did 

during the rainv season and therefore 
you not do i t  properly: did the rain not stop 
falling at Is it that you went t o  a particular 

ter. I ,  too, am very disappointed over thc way in  
which these Resolutions have been brought down. 
The Hon. Minister of Social Services has told us: 
iLThis is the k a l  Resolution; this money will cover 
a11 the damage." That was a very brave statement 
for the Hon. Minister to have made became, if he 
did not have the proper figures, he should have had 
them amended. 

They have come down with another Besolution 
:bnd still we are not told things exactly. A day or  
two after the hurricane the Police Force was instruc- 
ted to go around and discover the houses which were 
damaged or which were slightly damaged; the Police 
Force is a non-political organisation and I am sure 
that they could have made a tabulation and carried 
out this survey. 
4.25 p.m. 

Apparently their information was thrown to t h ~  
four and 10 and behold, the whole rehabilita- 
tion campaign has been turned into a political move. 
1 do know that in one parish that the Chairman of 
the Hurricane Relief Committee was quite willing t3 
ca,rry on and was carrying m very well, but he wnF 
given instructions in a letter from the Minister of 
Communications to the effect that a certain perso., 
who was not even a member of that Hurricane RP- 
l ~ e f  Committee should be put  in  eharge of the re- 
pairs of those houses in  that parish. Is that the wav 
that this thing should be done? This is not a Party 
matter. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Will the hon. member he- 
peat that statement for me? 

&fr. HAYNESN: The Reporter will repeat i t  
for you. Putting all that aside, therz is no 



or idea which can be applauded on the part of Go7 
ernment. The Government has lost this gclden 
~~pportunity. 

As the junior member for Christ Church hdc 
said, the five Ministers should get together with theli 
advisers and make a proper Hoiising Scheme. They 
had information about this matter mauy months ago. 
The Vestries received a communicatioo from the 
Government asking about damaged houses hnd ~ p ~ a t  
was the position as regards sites; nshether proper 
sites could be found for houses which were damaged 
on out-of-the-way sites and other information along 
such lines. 

I happen to know thak in the parish of St. Arl- 
drew the matter was gone through very carefully 
and  the Vestry in  a reply to the Government pointe~l 
out where new sites could be found for those housn-; 
which were in inaccessible areas. I am told that thls 
work which the Vestry put in on that matter was 
absolutely wasted. 

As 'd matter of fact, no reply was given as t,) 
\,bether the Vestry's report was received ; and I may 
say that to my astonishment the places where no- 
body should be allowed to live, were the places 
where they have put prefabricated houses and where 
they have repaired houses which were damaged 
extensively. These houscs should have been put in 
places where the people who live in then1 wonld be 
Iiappy; and if that had been done in the long run 
it would have saved this Government the money for 
running mads in parts of the parish that are not 
needed for such roads. 

All this is very disconcerting. To my mind, th,. 
Hon. Minister of Housing should say that these fig- 
ures are accurate now; but from what I do kno:~, 
they will always be inaccurate because if everybody 
who has a house to be repaired is getting it repaired, 
you will never stop repairing. Everybody knows 
that a wooden house is al~vays in need of repairs. 

However, for all that although I am very pleased 
to see a Housing Scheme for the rehabilitation o!' 
these people, my point is that there sho~:ld be some 
system and a policy should have been made and pro- 
nounced and carried out; but  nothing of that sort 
has been done. Houses are still being put on hillp 
sites. 

The old silly policy of putting houses on hilly 
sites is still being perpetuated and for no reason 
whatsoever. Beggars cannot be choosers. If you 
want to remove the people to better sites there is 119 

reason why you could not remove them to places 
x~lhere you want to put them. I think i t  is very sad 
state of affairs that you have not tried to rerned.?, 
this ill a t  this time. You had a golden opportunity 
to do so and you have lost it. 

Now, I have come to one of the m ~ s t  seriokb: 
points which I rose to speak on, and i t  is with r ?  
spect to the subscriptions to these various Funds fot 
Hurricane Relief. Fortunately, on my part, I visual 
ised what was going to happen and the little bit l 
had to give I gave i t  in a way which I considered 
was best to give it. I do not mind what is being dorc 
so far  as the Aided-Self-Help IIousing Programm-, 
but I am sure the people who are coiltributing tc. 
these various funds are going to be very chary of 
giving any more money because most of the money 
given has been badly dispensed. 

I happened to pass by a certain parish one da- 
and I saw the Churchwarden pelting shoes to peoplc 
outside a building, and my estimation of the crow l 
that was outside was that it was over 1,000 peoplc 
who were literally catching the shoes. [A VOICE 
WherePl I am onlv going to tell you what I ban-. 
[ANOTHER VOICE: Tell us where?] 111 one c,! 

the parishes of Barbados. Those who wasit to fin1 
out where it took plwe will find out eventually. 

I consider that the giving away of shoes is some. 
thing which sliould not be done like that. A pair 
of shoes is something which should be tried on t~ 
see whether i t  fits the foot. The same thiltg happenL 1 
with respect to the giving away of clothes and food. 
I can tell you that some people receive 12 pairs and 
some none a t  all. 

When happenings such as those get to  be know11 
by people in  other parts of this world and we get 
another calamity, we need not look for any help. 
People learn from experience and those people are 
not going to give thelr Ilarci-eraned molley when they 
know that i t  is not going to  be spent in praper chan- 
nels. 

Food was sent to a parish where there was hardjr 
sny damage. If you are going to have %hat I wlll 
call general relief, well, you can give everybody. But 
~f you are granting Poor Relief or Hurricane Reliet, 
well give for Poor Relief or Hurricane Relief 
but do not give General Relief. You must have 
policy. I have mentioned this on one or two 0cc.t- 
sions already in this House and I only hope that 
some result will come out of this debate. 
4.35 p.m. 

Mr. Chairman, 3, short matter upon which I 
want some information is whether the Minister of 
ITorBs realises that Government is beeonling prac- 
tically the owner of nearly all the houses in Bar- 
hedos. T t  will eventually or practically come t o  
that. And is Government taking the trouble to pro- 
tect those houses by some sort of insurance? That 1s 
a very important matter, because these houses to my 
mind are as  important to be protected by some cover 
or other as any other Government building. I would 
tell any of those Ministers that if they would go 
to a Solicitor and ask him to raise money on all of 
those houses, the first thing the money lender. 
would ask is if thev have an  insurance coverage on 
these houses; and if not, to cover i t  and then come 
back to him. The only way to do business is the right 
way. If you do not, you will find yourself in  a very 
bad hole. I n  other words, the day will come when 
what is happening today will end, and you will be 
no better off than you were on this oocasion. All 
this iq because i t  is not realised today that Me GOV- 
ernment has not planned on the same line as  individ- 
uals plan their own business or their personal house- 
hold business. If they do not do this, they will find 
thei~selves always fumbling as other Governments 
all over the world. It is the only word for  i t ;  never 
getting any further than where they were before- 
a lot of talk and nothing else; hot air, gas and nothing 
else: no firm policy. It is a serious matter and I 
know. sir, that if these few words-I am speaEiTng on 
behalf of Barbados-are not taken any notice of, 
that will be too bad. 

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, it is not 
to prolong this debate that I have risen from this 
seat, but I feel that as long as I occupy this seat, I 
am supposed to voice the ills that affect my people 
in this parish of St. Philip and the island as a w~o le ,  
and to see ways and means to alleviate some of these 
ills. I want to say, Mr. Chairman, that I am not 
h a p w  over the activities of those in the parish of 
St. Philip. I could make some rash statements but 
I do not want to go too far. Three months have 
elapsed since the visitation. I would not attempt to 
say that the Government is not trying to remedy the 
damage, but I still think that if the repairs were in 
Fetter hands, in hands that were more energetic in 
relieving the stress of my people, I feel more could 
be done. 1 can see a lot of things being done in 
the parish of St. Philip but there is a lot of mum- 



bling and jumbling. [Cheers] I must say some things Fund. That would have been a smart way--or rather 
are not going right in St. Philip. There is a lot of I an intelligent way of relieving the burden on the 
back-scratching and the people suffering are not get- 
ting any help. I want to say that I am going to 
support this Resplution, because any attempt to hold 
u p  this Resolution would be an  imfringement up011 
the needs of the people who are still suffering in the 
St. Philip parish. I hope the remarks made will 
stimulate the Minister of Housing and that he will 
get up and go around a bit in St. Philip. I could say 
a lot but I do not want to start anything; but i t  
is not satisfactory to me because the time will co-me 
when the repercussion will rebound on their heads. 
Some of the people sent out to repair the houses 
used to sit down in the back bush and ask if anybody 
down the gap had been damaged, stand up  in the 
public road and tell you: "I really did not go down 
there because there was nothing damaged." I hope 
that something will be done soon. 

Mr. ALLDER,: Mr. Chairman, I would like to 
add a few remarks to those which have been spoken 
already; and some of the charges made by sorne 
hen. are justified, especially orle made by 
the hen. junior Inember for Christ Church in respect 
of not completely repairing houses of those people 
who suffered during the hurricane, and there are 
many windows and doors which are left unattended 
after the gangs have worked and left such houses. 
The faet is that there seems to be an insufficiency 
of material carried on the job. The workmen go there. 
I am told, and as a special favour repair some of 
these houses; and in cases where they have to leave 
a particular job, sufficient explanation is not given 
by these men who are sent. The people in recent weeks 
have become very dissatisfied, and especially last 
week I have been receiving numerous letters of corn- 
plaint from people in the parish which I represent- 
letters from those who have had repairs effected to 
their houses already as well as those who have not 
been noticed. I do not want to put the blame par- 
ticularly on any particular individual, becauseto my 
mind the Housing Board cannot do more than they 
set out to do, but i t  seems as if those persons who 
piere sent out by the Department were not sure 
of a definite policy by Government. Therefore when 
repairs were to be effected to certain houses, the 
suDervisor would in  some cases say, "well 1 don't 
know if I can repair that: and therefore I would have 
to come back and repair." Or in  another case they 
would say that Government said that only the roof 
to the main building must be repaired and the ad- 
joining roof or shedroof is not to be included. 
i.45 p.m. 

As a result, some of the owners of these homes 
were unable to effect such repairs by themselves, and 
even when i t  came to a case where a person is a 
worker in the sugar industry, he found i t  difficult 
to get a loan from the Labour Welfare Fund so as 
to carry out further repairs to his house. I would 
like to suggest that i t  is very clear that there is 
some confusion of policy operating between t%e two 
Departments which are responsible for the repairs 
to these houses, and the Labour Fund Deparhent .  
You find that the Inspectors who used to go out to 
inspect houses on which loans have been sought, have 
been taken away to work with the Hurrioane Relief 
  quads for months, and therefore the g-ranting of 
loans has been suspended. Even although the grant- 
ing of these loans has been suspended for some time, 
yet vou bear that there are no funds in the hands 
of the Manager of the Labour Welfare Fund and 
people are inconvenienced to that extent. 

I would like the Hon. Minister of Housing to 
realise this: many of these people would have effected 
the repairs to their own houses if they had been given 
permission to obtain loans from the Labour Welfare 

Central Government Funds. When the people found k I that they could not get loans from the Labour Wcl- 
fare Department, they waited for the Housing Board 
to repair their houses. What the Hon. Ministcr 
should have done was to make i t  as easy as possibl.. 
for such workers to get loans and they would go 
ahead and help thenlselves. In  any case the Govern- & 
ment had made a pledge after the hurricane to people 
whose houses were dailiaged in this strain: "Go ahead 
and help yourselves; the Government will come to 
your assistance afterwards." There are many hou~r -  

4, 
holders who have been running around for  the past 

v 

number of weeks to find out where and how they 
can get this assistance. Some of them have com- 
mitted themselves to certain debts and they are not 
even sure at  this late hour whether they are going t o  
get the pledges which the Government made at  the 
time 

I am only appealing to the Government in this + respect ; they must not abandon the people who have 
been depending upon their assistance ever since the 
hurricane took place. I t  does not matter what i t  costs 
the Colony: you have promised the people something 
already and they are looking forward to this ~ r o m i s e  
being fulfilled. I would repeat for the benefit of the  
Hon. Minister of Housing, that i t  is clear that every 
hen. member of this House is willing to see as mueh 
done as possible in the rehabilitation of these people's 
houses. Therefore, let the Government see that all 
the repairs are carried out to those houses which 
Were damaged. Let them reduce the charges and 
accusations which are being made and which wilr 

! be because many of the people in recent weeks 
I have become more dissatisfied than they were during 

the early stages of the work. The only thing for the  
(hvernment to do is to disregard the cost, because 
i t  is very necessary and expedient that such assistance 
be given at  this stage. What is more, since you 
have i t  as  a part of Your policy to pay strict attention 
to the re-housing of the masses generally, the occur- 
rence of the hurricane has only helped the Govern- 
ment to carry out its always-intended policy a t  an $. 
earlier time than they would have carried it out. rrr 
that Case, if money is spent now, I do not  thin!^ 
the Government would have to spend i t  in another 
Year Or two to 

What I should like to find out from the Hon. 
Minister of Housing is this: why was! the number 
of pre-fabricated houses allocated to the parish of 
St. John reduced, taking into consideration that the 
survey which has been carried out up  there shows 
that more than that number of houses have been total- 
1~ flattened? There are some houses on which, in  my 
opinion, they are wasting time and money in  putting 
them back up. If a house has been entirely flattened 
and the materials which were in  that house are a11 
rotten and broken down, and you put  back up that 
same type of house with that material, slightly adding 
a few boards and shingles, that is a waste of time, 
money, and material. Therefore, I have been think- 7 

ing that a recommendation would have been made to 
the Housing Board that Wherever such houses are 1 
met, a we-fabricated house should be given. 

.a 
I should also like to know from the Hon. Minister 

of Housing if these people who are being given pre- 
fabricated houses have to pay any part of the cost 
of these houses, and if SO, how much of the total 
aost they have to pay for each unit house. 
1.55 p.m. 

I agree that the survey which was carried OIL+ 
:it first was not good enough. There were some dis- 
tricts where there has been a considerable amoullt 
of damage, but there were others where only a house 
or two were damaged and no notice was taken of dis- * 
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tricks Ivllere tilere IVas olliy slight damage because of 
the fact  that those people who visit*d the various 

4 parishes after the hurricane took place Tvere mor? 
attracted to those districts where the lanlage war 
heavy than to those districts ishere there was 0 n l ~  
slight damage. That is the reasoll why ,those isolated 
houses which Rere damaged were not includecl in th2 
first instance. 

'9 I am very happy to hear that a f~lrt!ler survev 
will be carried out, alld [ hope that the 11011. Minis- 
ter of Communications will malre sure this time that 
it is thoroughly done so that adequate qrovision can 
be made in the future to handle them. I am alsd 
glad to kllow that this is llot the final allocation for 
which provision will be made. 

After looking around the countryside, my hull,- 
hie opinion of the way in relxlirs are carriz:l 
out to houses which were damaged is i h a ~  after the 
crop season is over, many of those houses to be r-:. 
paired will still be there to be put bazk up. I t  is 

-7 true to say that very much was attenlpted in thd 
first and second weeks after the disaster and thost, 
of us who llrere concerned in the matter \"ere s a t i~ -  
fied that everything was goillg well: but eventc 
which have happened later have pro;? 4 that th,? 
speed at  which the programme was carried out at 
first has not been kept up as it should have been. 
What I would like to see done (and I hope that thz 
Hon. Minister of Coinn~unications will set that i t  is 
done) is that larger labour gangs be put c n  to work 
in the re-constmction of these housss, just as ;t 
toolr place dnriilg the period immediately after the 
hurricane, so as to see how q~lickly you can get 
throng11 with thi5 ~vholc thing. 

I lloticed in the N~~~~~~~~~~ la4t xVeek an article 

construction of these prefabricated ho~ises the ~ U S -  
toniary building materials which we useL in chat::' 
houses; and I do l10t see the iiecessity of using hard 
board in the construction of homes for tile poor. 

What is more, I a m  told that the liardboar,i 
which is being used in these prefa;bricated houses 
costs a PenllY more p r  square foot than pitch pin'. 
1 speak subject to correction, but I have bem informcri 
to the effect that hardboard is price4 at  32c. per 
square foot allcl deal hoard is priced at  30c. per 
square foot. I an1 sure that some of US can remembcr 
when we were youngsters seeing certain wooden 
houses: and those houses look the same way today 
as they were when we were youngsters. ~ e c a u s e  of 
that, I cannot see any reason why IT-e should be S? 
willing and ready to get away from the use of thay 
~naterial which has stood the test of time. 

With these few remarks, sir, ( I  am told that in 
the not too distant future a delegation will be leaving 
this island for the Mother Country on another bit 
of business) 1 hope that they ~ o u l d  take the 
opportunity of approaching the Secretary of s ta te  
for the Colonies in acquiring a greater measure of 
financial a~sistance to help US to overcome the cost 

this present calamity. 
5.O5 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Chairman, I note from 
the Addendum of this Resolution that the total num- 
ber of houses repaired is 11,000 at  a cost of $1,142,000. 
That is an appreciable sum already spent on this 
hurricane rehousing, but I also note that the Govern- 
ment now claims that the results of another survey 
to danlaged houses have revealed that the average 
cost per house will be much higher due to the fact 
that the majority of these houses are extensively 

which stated that Grenada was given £'3y2 million, damaged. Now, this is sheer childishness. You can- 
not c.oliie to the House in December, three months 

part of which is a loan and part of which is a gllc, after the hurricane and like a magician puU a rabbit 
and I was wondering whether barbadss war eligible 1 out of a hat. 
for similar consideration from the IIomt: Govern- l You want to claim that you have certainly dis-. 
merit. 1 hope that it is not On roveled that these houses are seriously damaged. 
part of those in the Gorerllnient who': it is 'lJ a before? you must have hnoIrn to 

% make applieatioils to the British Go1 enlnlellt for I the houses damaged, but what has assistance in the constrnctioii of these i ouses. 1 llsppened is this: that these damaged houses h a v ~  On the other ha11c17 while I agree tilat the Gov- 
ernment should assist sufferers in the hurricane r?. 
gardless of thg cost to the lslalldl I v'u1d hate tr 

too nlanY prefabricated hooaes of tue whi"l 
1 noticed in the Silver Sands area bem: erected F:- 
the Government and given to the peoplt. 

We in Barbados halve great lovc that 
of construction and i t  has been coi1jecinrc.d that som? 
of the children of labourers td whom those hous-S 
will be given might one day with a knife in their 
hands t ry  to cut up the sides of those which 
are constructed of hardboard. I t  is kno~vli that 
after a while that material gets soft on account of 
the weather. Some of us use it ill our homes and we 
know that although You will drfss it properly, after 
a while dampness affects it, and therefore it becomes 
bndressed-to use the term which the hen. junior 

? ~nember for St. and re^^ has recently used, - a d  
therefore, i t  needs replacement. The type of house,; 
which I would like to see constructed for the work- 
ers of this island is the usual gabled house made 
out of the best material of pine or deal that is ava i '  
sble and I hope that the Hon. Ministc-7 of Housiil:; 
will pass on this suggestion. 

I hope that he is coiiviiiced that these houses 
should not be constructed with hardboard sides bs- 
cause if he is convinced, he ~vi!l pass on thc sugges: 
ion and those who have sometiling to ~1o with th3  
construction of these houses will not that kink1 
of material. I t  is my opinion that Ynat material 
should only be used if a war was ragiag and other. 
materials were not available. We should use in t h t  

m 

rPlnsined ullrepaired for a long period that 
depreciation-or, ill deterioration has set in to 
p greater extent: alld those houses which llormjly 
\vonld cost $300 to repair rrould now cost $500 or 
$600; because it elementary knowledge that a 
ho~lse with the roof off exposed to all the elements 
day after day, week after week, the heavy ,, have had since the stornl must deteriorate. 
is surprising that some of them are still there; so 
that the attitude of the G~~~~~~~~~ unnecessarib 
in prolonging the repairs of these houses has attri- 
bllted to a greater in pushing up the money 

have to spend on them. 
NOJV, apparently the Government feels that all 

)they have to do is to come bere, beg for mOliep for 
hurricane repairs, the money votd and the rz- 
sponsibility ends there. They are nothing a t  all to do 
~ ~ i t h  the way in which the money is squandered, anc? 
whether or not i t  is spent on the purpose for .&ic:h 
we voted it. If the ,Minister of Housing and +llr 
Governwent had as much interest in hul- 
ricane-dalma.ged houses as they have in finishing' the 
Jlinisterial Buildings in Bay Street, nearly all tkst~ 
houses would have bee11 finished already. 

I t  is of little interest to them that they are stiJI 
a large number of people seeking shelter in factory 
buildings; and as a matter of fact, this week they 
have been given notice in the parish of St. Philip 
that the crop is going to start and they have to get 
out. I do not know where they are going; but it le 
the Government's immediate concern to finish the 
Government Ministerial Building a t  Bay Street so 
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as to move into them, because they picture thenlsclvea funcl for improving the conclition of the ccsl-miners; 
strutt ing into the offices every nlorning. I t  has not L G U ~ C ~  J OCI inirigiiie ally Government ill Gr t -~ t  Eritain 
occurred to them that a large iiumber of people hare I taliiiig 111one5- s.!licll should be alierit i11 i l l~proring 
not got a shelter over their heads. [A VOICE : They 
hacl to get out of the sc1100ls too.] Ollly Government 
nould not think of that. YOU ~ o ~ l l d  have thought 
h a t  Governmellt \rould have left over the I'nblit 
Woqks' constructions and concentrated on liurricaae 
damaged houses; and i t  is ridiculous, Sir, to picture 
the ~ m o u l l t  of lllaterial and labour that it tool, to 
finish the bnildings in Bay Street alcng ~~;it!i a notice 
fro111 the   or ern or that the)- are 11los.iag 111, hile 
after the rro13 YOU mill find labourers ill the col1ntr) 
district ~rit l ioot a shcltcr ovcr their 1 1 ~ i ~ i l ~ .  Yayh(1 it 
flatters their hPllSC of respcnsibility to h;,re tlle,c 
all over the island still scelring shelter where they 
can fincl it. 

Mr. Chairman, there is absolutely no justification 
for these houses not being repaired by the 1st Janu-  
ary;  everyone of thcin sho~l ld  be finished before. I t  
ir for this silnplc> reatson that  1 have to ths 
conclusioll that this hul.ricalle repair progralllnle is 
being purposely detailled in certaill districts. There 
call be llo other excuse at all for the illcolnpetence 

tLle cunititiol~ of tllcl coal llliiiclrs allcl sprntlillg it in 
jiellcral repairs 011 lzonsillg after a flood or 3fter ally 
otl:er disaster 7 Yllat ii TVh:*t tilis Go\  iunent is 
cloillg allcl thercx is aiiicluli~ly 210 justifit c~tioll for 
it. 

If you i1as.e all th i i  niollcy irom ihc Labour 
ll-e,fare Fnlld- for  r.l,air.; to hcuiing, lvtis it 
not clisher! o i ~ t  belo7.c. to tile nor lx rs  to 11hcnl it 
telollns ? Tcu llaip tllouiallcl\ applir.atiolli 

slli.ar lrorlrers long brfol.e the storlll, for 
i',+iqtallcc the rPpniriiln llcose, alld lileie 
could not get the iz1o:ley. The Govennl,c-nt has 
loalled ol,t the moller. tllc!7 haT,e ilLre,tecl iL all oTer 
the ~17orlcZ ancl the an-o:.uii accruing to the :'nnci has 
I,erer beell made Rv.jla~lc to tile ,ugar Trorkers; 
instead of taking this money out of general rerenue, 

are rObbillg the \T'orliers of the  molleY 
to ~vhich they arc oltitlecl and scjuaizdcrillr: i t  on 
2!urricane repairs, in  inal-admii~istration and ac- 

I cording t c  what some other honourable 1nell7ber haye 
that is being displayed today. . 1 -aid, they have clegraded this matter illto a political 

racket. That is all i t  is. B y  the time you have got through, Sir, me will I 
have spent over $2,000,000. compare \vith the I I11 m n ~ e  parishes hurricane houses repairs hare  
estimate given by the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ;  as they j teen a perfect racket. Every politiea! t()l;i of the 
c,,me ill here alld saicl they lvould deal = i th  t h ,  Gc,rernii~eut P a r t y  can find a joh and sollle of them 
piitire Eesolotioll bllaame they \\-ere cenaill of this / feel SO sure of theinselves that the lriaterial is @ill3 
complete survey. What  Tx7as the total estilrlate of 
their first snrvey? Coinpare i t  ~ v i t h  the final anloullt, 
and you mill find two thiqgs: either half the moner; 

i lto their own houses; they are repairing their own 
hoasc\ xi.hich were not daniagcd a t  all. 'i'hey aro 
1epairing palings and sleepers ~rhicli  no Torn1 has 

has been squandered: or that  the elltire progralnllle , damaged ancl you nil1 fillcl that pcol~le nhoie  housps 
have been purposely cletainecl and me will spend twicc; I I?iire bee11 dalllagcd are still scotc!iiilg a11 abont. 
as much as we wonlcl have spent. There can be 110 

other reason a t  all, and of course they are getting the 
finance f o r  the programme from sources which they 
should not toneh a t  all because Government has no 

That is because the Hurricane housi~xg hosi n i  a poli- 
tlcal stooge of the Government. 

Ererg-time I pass along Bay Street and see the  
EagerlleSs lvith ~rhicll  the Government is pushing 

justification a t  all i n  touching Labour Welfare Funds :lrat bnildillg, every tilne I get a letter from a11 old 
for  this purpose. They are taking 50% of the cost I 
of the additional funds for  repairing honses and a 
small amount for the cost of prefabs from the Labour 
Welfare Fund,  while this should be deferrecl payinent 
for working the Sugar  Industry  and  not for  housing 
programmes. The United Kingdom Governmeat in- 
eluded the  anio~u?t of these funcls i n  the price 01 
sugar and was specific that  the money mould be voted 
for the purpose for which it was set out. This cess 
(111 sugar was instituted purely and. solely for in:- 
provement of conditions i n  the sugar industry and 
there is as much justificatioll i n  using that fund  for 
the Rehabilitation Reserve F u n d  as there is in  using 
Labour Welfare Funds.  

5.15 p.m. 
It is basically ullfalr, and it is a sca,!dal that 

this Govemll1ent shoulci take up Labour. welfare 
Funds  t c  spelzd on grlleral repairs aftcr a llurl.j- 
cane; there is llot justification for it. The 
Royal Commissicn recomlllended that there sho~lld 
be a cess of 2,'- per ton ou all sugar prodr~ced ill the 
country for iinproving housing, but  tha,  was not 
done. About eight years after, in  negotiating the 
price ---- 

Mr. CHA41Rr&1Ax: The hol1ourablc ineniber is 
~ t r a y i n g  from the Re~olntion. I think the 
Lle member should &eel> to the Resoh~tion 

CR"WFoRD : I llot be lreepillg 
more to this Resol~ltion. 

Mr. CHAIRA'IAN :This Resolution iloni 110t tell 
us anything about sugar. 

nolllall or Old Age-peasioner that  his house has 
beell destroyed alld the Government says that he 
shoulcl pay 2s. per week out of his pension for a 
pre-fabricated house, every time I think of these 
things I think of the kind of Goveriln~eilt which 
have in  polver. There is all  haste with the Government 
Headquarters ill Bay Street, bu t  on the otllcr hand 
there is squandermaliia and  hat not i n  relatiol? to 
tllese housinz repairs; ~ybenever ther are finished, 
they are filIi5hed. It does llot matter. 

I want to k1101v if the Governmei~t really feels 
tllat these o l d  Age pellsiollers who formerly had 

over their heads for which they paid no 
rent a t  all, can afford to pay 2s. out of the 5s. which 
they now get as pensioii towards the cost of a pre- 
fabricated house. For  the last seven years we have 
tceii tellillg the Governmel~t that these people cannot 
live 011 this 5s. a week. The Government cannot do 
anything 011 their omn; an  axpert or a Gorenlme11t 
servant lllust it It was reconlmelldcd 
that a n  increaie in the Old ,2ge pc.nsion should take 
place: but n o ~ r  they are telling us that  thesr people 
must pay 2s. o ~ l t  of the 5s. towards the cost of a 
pre-fabricated house. 

Everyday, even 11p to today, I an1 gettipg letters 
fronl Old Age who cannot see tl,eir 
to meet the Government7s demand with regard to  
this payment for these pre-fabricated houses. I hope 
that the people concerned in  this matter will realise 
ho~v the national revenue is being squandered owing 
to the inconlpetence of the ~~~~~~~~~t in the matter. 

I Mr. CRATITFIORD: The Resolution refers to 
A Government which had said less than two 

Months ago that  a little less than $X million w5uld 
sugar because mention is made of the T~a')t,ur IVel- have been sufficient to meet the cost of tFeHurricane 
fare  F u n d ;  i t  is a shame to use these funrls for  re- housing repair programme has told us  what Tve 'EiEe 
pairing houses generally. I n  Britain they use a l been told today. 1 told them then thaf they were 



I 
being super-optinnistic if they thought that in  the 1 season. He said so as if i t  were no matter that the 
manner in  which they were carrying on this business 
this money would have beeii sufficient. Even a blind 
man could have seen what was happening; but it 
really does not matter to them. We were tortunate 
in finding this accurnulatioiz of Labonr Welfare 
nloney there, so thej- could pick it up aiicl spend it 
in any fashion: and therefore they need not have any 
special regard for their policy or lack of policy in 
this matter. I have never seen such bungling, such 
hopeless inefficiency as I have seen in this hurricane 
repair programme in the two parishes which have 
been most affected. 
5.25 p.m. 

Inspectors come aiid inspectors go t is  a matt:- 
of fact, there have beeii some inspectorb in thew 
parishes who have recorded i t  as inconsistent wit11 
their self-respect to be part and parcel of the Gov- 
crninent IIousiiig Programme aiid they hme  refused 
to work on it. You call ask Mr. Lashley if there art1 
not inspectors who refusecl to remain wor.lring o ; ~  
this programme. Personally, I believe that one of tiir 
hardest headaches of the 'Manager-Secretary of thc 
IIonsing Board is to get men whom he regards an 
competent and honest enough to supervise the worir 
~n the country districts. 

Nr. Chairman, if the Governlnent had a propcr 
conception of its responsibility in this matter, thcld 
ti~ottld not have been this large expenditure of money 
on this housing programme, nor would ~t have bee11 
left to be done in such a casual, off-hand, piecemeal 
rnanner. ~Llet me say that the Parochial Authorities 
had this work first in 'nand to do; then you said 
vou centralised i t ;  then. you left i t  to be done undo1 
ihe authority of the Manager-Secretary of th. 
Housing Board on whose shoulders the administrt  
t,on programme affecting the entire Island rests with 
out your taking steps to see if he had adequate a:- 

i people should be sheltered after this lolig number 
' of months though we could fin6 the money and the 

material. I have before ine a letter from an  old 
woman of 78 years and she told me that she ex 
ljerienced the 1898 storm and knew of the repairs 
to people's houses which tool, place afterwards 
a d  she pointed out that the conditions which ex. 
i ~ t e d  now are entirely different from that which 
existed then. 

I11 other worcls, she meaiit to say m hat in 1898 
with an arch Collserva,tive ~Governlllell~, Mhiell was h 

Government of planters and mercha~~ts  (and you 
can refer to what was done by looking u p  the de 
bates of this Chamber at  that time; I myself have 
made i t  my business to look up  the debates of what 
took place then to rehouse the peoplc) there wa; 
more general satisfaction, more efficie~.:~ and moa.t 
expeditiousness in the manner in which the suffer 
ings of the community were looked into then thar 
today. Check it up. Check what happoned then ana 
what is happening now, and if you hare any sens, 
of decency you will be ashamed of yolxrself. 

My personal satisfaction springs from the fac: 
which one hon. member has called a, bungling anJ 
juggling, that in a matter of this sort it is bound 
sooner or later to boomerang on the shoulders of those 
responsible for i t  and the time will come in the no4 
distant future ( i t  is much too early now) when the 
amazing revelation will be made on the floor of this 
House of the manner with which Government per- 
mitted large sums of money to be mis-spent and 
squandered during this Housing Repair Pro- 
gramme. 
5.35 p m .  

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, i t  might as well be 
admitted from the start that almost all of thc criti 
cisms both in particular and in subqtailce whicB 

sistance from the other Departments. Senior official: have beell made in thir Committee this afternoov, 

been seconded to him, not every politic~l tout who 
l from other Government Departments should havc have beeii made before. 

That is quite natural, Sir, in view of the fact 
V-orlis on the side of Labour Party Members, and of that it is a very old problem i+n the handling of this 
whom you know nothing of their charticter or the r hurricaae rehousing which we are discussing now, 
background. You should haxe had res~onsible senior -\VG have illscussed it four or five times prevlouaJy 
men fro111 the Waterworks Department, the Public and I tliiilk that members on this side of the IIouse 
Works Department and wherever else thcv could bo have to admit with a lot of anger as well as sorrow 
in charge of this work in the parish+ not eter: that the Governiilent has not yet got the hang- of 
Tom, Dick and Harry, if I may coin the phrase cf what we are trying to tell them when we criticise 
the Ken. seilior member for St. Josepli. TEere should tne Iiurricane rehousing programme. 
be competent men in every area to k e ~ ~ +  a propeT Mr. Cha~rman, to any person outside of this 
check 011 ever:,.thing thpt is I ring don.. GOT-erainent it is obvious that the rehousing of the 

This l3ousiilg Programme is running i+elf. people after the hurricane would be a colossal task 
That is what i t  has boiled itself d o ~ l l  to. 'I'lld3 that it would take some time and that i t  would 
n1anager-Secretary of the Housing Board k n ~ u - ~ :  require large sums of money. Everybody knew that 
much sometimes of what is happelling as t i l .  and they theinselves admitted it-they admit lt up 
Premier of Soviet Russia: because it is impossibl- to  l l o ~ .  But you will recall. S h ,  that when the 
for the Manager-Secretary to be in direct contact first liesolutlon miss brought to this House askillg 
- ,~i th the detailed work of such an extensive prJ- the Iiouse in  Committee to provide certain sums, I 
gramme of ~vork as this is. Every parish should be a drrw the attention of the Committee to the fact 
special housing representative who shonld be a which was very well bnown to everybody else outside 
c.ompetent man, not someone who has been picked up of them that a lot of money would be eventually 
orernight aiid who knows nothing of the parish. You rcyu~rcd when a lot more houses would be discovered 
should have sub-divisions in every parish under thl8 rleetling repair than the number they were  the^ 
control of a similar type of officer; and if that werc giving; and consequently, unless they moved very 
done, by now we ~vonld have been nearer the ell0 carefully they were bound to do something which 
of this progranline than we axe now. I f  the avrragf> would bring a lot of criticism, and llot only criticism, 
person were to go and look at  the work which hac but a lot of hardship. 
Eem completecl in Christ Church and St. Philip ?!l And what 1 was careful to stress, Mr. Chairnian. 
rnrill be amazed at the number of Ir~~uses whicl. I>.-as this: that the whole financial operation of 
remains to be either repaired or to be replaced by rehab~litating in this island after the hurricane 
new houses. should be treated as a matter of very major in? 

I have beell very much affected hy the compla portance, and should be dealt with precisely as if ~t 
ce~it  nlanl~er in which the hon. senior member for a-ere a supplementary budget. Take account of this 
Et. doh11 seems to look forward to the prolongation fact, for instance. When the hurricane occurred the 
of this Housing Programme until after the crop L Current Financial Year was half gone. I t  occurred 
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at the end of September, and that was the sixth 
month of the 1955-56 Financial Year. Well, it. 
meant that *or the next half of the Financial Ycar, 
everything that they had planned or estimated or 
thought about would prove coinpletely irrelevant to 
the projects they now have in hand. This was not 
merely a matter, Mr. Chairman, of fi~ldiilg an extra 
twenty or thirty thousasld dollars, but supplement 
ing what is nornially voted or put as;.le for Hnrri  
cane Relief, that is to say, a portior, arising from 
the inajor disaster involving millions of dollars in 
damage, and therefore calling for millions of dollars 
worth of expense. They had therefore, half the 
Financial Year to do something nev., something 
which was entirely wrexpected. Instead, therefore, 
of scrapping those estimates ha2 to do \\,it17 
their ordinary capital expellditnre 011 the buildinb 
of their new buildings and the n o r ~ ~ i a l  bnilding 
programme and taking the housing rehabilitation ad 
a part of the normal financial plan, they proceeded 
on the assumption that it TIQS poss~ble for them to 
c10 both things at  the saine time: and that is ~ v n j  
we ha,ve had an estraordiiiary situatiorl 1:1 which thr 
Public Works Department started off quite right13 
to attend to the hurricane damaged houses and then 
sudclenly was taken off to go back oil its llorlnaj 
course of duty with the coinpletioll of the llinis. 
terial Buildings. The Housing Board rids brought 
j11 and given a c h a ~ ~ c e  far  beyond its conlpetencr 
with -\,cry inadequate personnrl, and ith hardly ally 
directing force whatever. 

That being the case, Jlr.  Chairman, it is llot tc 
be wondered at, that so many ugly and distastefnj 
reinarks ore going around. Who has llot heard of 
lorries of lunlber arriving froill n o ~ ~ h e r e  alld going 
to destinations not ~ ~ r e v i o u s l ~  spokell of, of nlaterials 
dropped here on this spot, but moved hy secret 
insfrructions from here and taken God knoJvs where 
Who has not heard of capital losses of money to th? 

'Qoverllment illvolved _eve11 in the paymellt of work- 
men. A11 of these rumours are co l l~ i l l~  to the ear- 
of nlelllbers of the House. I t  therefore mealls that 
we are heading for a scai~dal of very large propor- 
tion if we are not already there, and all of it 1 
submit springs from the fact that this Governinent 
has not treated this matter Iyith the scllousness 
which i t  deserves. 

This was soinething that should have appeared 
to be SO serious and so important to them that. almost 
ever-vthing else they were doing which could be drop 
I ed should be droppeld like hot bricks, alld this mat- 
ter attended to. I t  would have beell the best thing 
to come to this House and say that six or seven nlil- 
lion dollars (or whaterer they thought a generous 
estimate would be) is what was required, and that the 
expenditure of this money ~ ~ o u l c i  be split up as fol- 
l( ms : food, honsing repairs, money grants, grants for 
furniture and clothing, acd things like that. Thou'gh 
the revenue to be used mould be general revenue, th.. . 
Sugar Funds may hare been brought in and I agree 
in this eon~~ection with the hon. srnior ineniber for St.  
Philip; it is one-sided and disgraceful to use one of tile 
Sugar F n ~ l d s  and not the others-and in  the1 revenue 
for this supplementary budget mhich they should have 
brought in covering the last half of the financial year. 
they shoulcl have given an  estimate of what money 
they thought they were likely to receive from the 
United Kingdom, from private sg,mpathisers and from 
the various funds collected. 

Having done that, it mould be possible for then  
to plan their expenses in  a inueh more sound and 
reasonable way. They mould not be presenting the 
Ypectacle of not knowing what they were doing by 
psking for large sums of illoney every t~vol weeks. 
5.45 pin.  

I cannot put it too strongly, All*. Chairman, that 
~ , - i t h  every day that passes, all of us who are outside . 

1 
1 of this Go~ernn~ea t  get the illlpression that they them- 
I selves are llot a,lvase of what is actually happening 

We feel that if they jvere alvare of lvhat was happen- ,* 
ing the things 01 mhich we complail1 would not be 
happening to thein. I do not know how the Minister 
of Housing feels about this, but i t  is a terrible thing 
to have to admit publicly that you have to check the 
estimates which have been given by persons whom ycu 
have asked to make the estimates, and in  whom you 
must have had some confidence. 

Apart from anything else, that is an  indicatio~l 
that the machinery is out of gear and the Governnzent 
itself must be at  a loss to understand what it should 
do. Unless the whole rehabilitation programme is 
centrally directed, unless the Minister or the Govern- 
ment has all the ends of the strings in his h d ~ ,  they 
lvill 110t be able either to' repair the people's ~ O U S ~ S  
0' to safeguard thiel people's 1llQlley. 

I do not know whether any ineinber of  his Con!- 
nlittee would be prepared to say with any accuracy 
that he could keep track of the large sums of inoney 
v;hich we have so far  spent. I t  must be nearly $2 

+ 
n~illion, probably nearer $4 ~lzillion; and before we 
are through we mill have spent perhaps another mil. 
lion dollars. On the basis on which they' work and 
froin what tlie Government has told us this afternoon, 
they have no means of knowing when all of this will 
be finishecl. On their olvn admission, since building 
costs are likely to be increased, i t  would aplpear to 
me that we are likely to be asked to provide still more 
nlonoy. 

I t  is not good enough, Mr. Chairman ,and this ought 
to be an occasion for worry to ad1 the members of this 
House. Here i t  is:  we are in the month of January, 
1956; the financial year will end at the end of March, 
and in tlie months of October and November in which, 
pres~imably the Estimates for the next financial year 

o r e  being prepared, that is the time when we have had 
to re-organise the whole econmy of the islmd to meet 
a disaster. I t  ~v011ld be interesting to see what effect 
Or influence on the next budget this hurricane has had ; 
that \vould be interesting indeed. The money, cer- 
taillly to a certain extent, is being unaccountably $ 
Wellt. 

The next thing is that this House ought to get 
from the Goremnlent an  assurance that the tax pay 
ers of this island are not losing their money in a way 
in which i t  mould be hard to trace, and in a manner 
in .which they cannot recover it. The next thing on 
mhiclh an assurance ol~ght to be given, and which has 
not yet been given, is that the people who have really 
suffered from the hurricane are the people wlhosd 
libuses will hare been repaired or replaced when all 
is said and donr. 

I can remember, nIr. Chairman, the 'first occasion 
on nJhich the Liini~ter of Housing gave us some idea 
--aclmittedly it was early in the Emergency-o: what 
Izonses had been repaired or damaged and what had 
been destroyed. I thinli that at  that time the figures, 
so far  as my mpmory serves me, were that the houses 
claniagrd mere 4,000 or over. 

h 
3 

What surprises and terrifies me, Mr. Chairman, 
is that erery time we discuss this matter, I notice that 6 

there is an alarming increase in the figures given 
as to the houses that hare been repaired. Of course, 
it nliay be argued that a preliininary count may reveal 

c ~ r t a i n  number and a more detailed subsequent 
i~vestigation will g5ve you a larger figurel. Bnt even 
i i  you admit the M'inister said that they were 4,000 or 
4,500 houses damaged, and you admit that the num- 
ber was nearer to 7;000 than 4,000, yet you would 
expeot to hear that at least 7,000 or 8,000 houses have 
bcea repaired. 

IIThen you get a number like 11,000 and 12,000 
houses damaged with a possibility tha,t even more 
might be discovered, you begin to be seriously alarm- 
ed. You become alarmed because while a difference + 



of a few hundred houses nliglht be admissible, a c1iEer- 
eiice of 3,000 is an almdzii~g thing, and there seeuns t , ~  
be a blunder sonzewhere. If the Governinent has 
bolne inethod of really ascertaining the number of 
1.ouses which have been actually destroyed and dam- 
aged, i t  would be a blessed thing even for them, be- 
cause they will then know how much money they 
have spent or ought to have spent. I fear, from what 
we have heard this aftelrnoon, that there is still room 
for a certain amount of doubt that we will lmoew these 
figures with any certain degree of accuracy. 

I have always said that it is a great dereliction of 
duty on the part of this Gover~inent not t o  prepart! 
an overall supplementary Budget covering the last 
six inoilths of the financial year, because their whole 
Capital works programme had to be modified, amend- 
ed, and in some cases scnttled as a result of the hur-  
ricane. If the Housing Authority set up under the 
new Bill has actually been working, they would have 
discovered that they ~voulcl have had to stop whatever 
they had been doing on September 22 last year and 
t;ke over the whole housiizg rehabilitatioii occasioned 
by the hurricane. You cannot do these things by half 
measures alnd the best way of doiiig thein is to linow 
-c,hat you are about. The large sums involved n ~ u s t  
g:Te rise to public disquiet oyer public expeiitlitnre 
when a Government, in 3% inonths can be given 
more than $3 inillioii dollars to spend and still wants 
more, and when that Governnien,t, by its own admis- 
sion, cannot give an assurance that eyery peiiny is 
being well spent. It is time that there should be ail 
inquiry; and even in their own illinds they should 
be the first persons to settle the nlind of the public or) 
that scope. 
5.55 p.m. 

One of the significant factors of this whole 
post~hnrricane period has been of course the ab- 
sence through illness of the Hon. Premier who is 
the Minister of Finance. I t  is really surprising to me, 
since he has been well enough to resume some of his 
public duties, that he has not, so fa r  as we linow, 
taken this matter seriously in hand to give the 
j.ublic assurance in any matter which he might 
choose on the spending of its money. When in three 
nionths of any financial year you find yourself com- 
mitted to an expenditure of several millions of 
dollars on only one aspect of your problems, it is 
time to reassure the public that all is well. 

On the technical matters of the house building 
ec to whether a prefabricated or other house vhich 
t i ~ e y  are building is serviceable and will stal~dl up 
to another hurricane, I have no direct knowledge 
and in that matter I have to be guided by people 
who know. I am told by carpenters and others, 
Loth those concerned with the building of these 
houses and those who are not, that there are many 
defects in the structure which could be remedied 
and which wonld render these hcuses inoperative 
against the sort of disaster which made their bnild 
ii;g necessary. 

I am further told that the estimated ~ ~ 1 s t  of pre- 
fltbricated houses is eshorbitant according to the 
icno~vledge and experience of people who build 
houses; and if both these things are true (and I 
hope the Hon. Minister of Housing will say some- 
thing on both: That is, if the houses are not as 
strong as they should be and if they arc costing 
nliore than they need to cost), I am wonderin? if a 
swindle is not being practised on the people of this 
I~landl. 

I t  is all well to hold ostentatious ceremonies 
~vhen a aelv Aided Self-Help Honsing Scheme is 
to be opened and to speak ~la t i tndes  and hale- 
truths about what the Government is dcing about 

its housiag problenl; but while Aided Self-Help 
Housing is going on at  a proper pace and the other 
Housing Programn~e ~ulconnected. with the hurri- 
cane is being built, yet there remains this full  prob- 
lem of homelerss people who are being crowded 
together to be remedied; and the Governixent's at- 
titude to the problem, as outlined by the Hon. Min- 
ister of Housing, does not give me the assuranze 
that the problenls are being tackled in the right 
way. Members shoulcl not be afraic? of being 
critical of Governn~ent's policy in this iqiatter be- 
cause it so happens that one of the inembers of 
Governqent represents a constituency which is 
hardest hit bp the hurricane; and I sholild imagine 
that he of all people should know that there is some 
substance in the criticisms that are offered. 

I think that the rest of the people in the island 
who are suffering privations as the result of the 
hurri'cane are hoping that the Hon. Minister of 
Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries will bring to bear 
his experience of his own constitnencY on the atti- 

, tcde of Government an4  ~ v o ~ l l d  see that his col- 
leagues realise that what has happened in Christ 
Church is happening to a less extent in  other places, 
and that th* rehabilitation of the population after 
the hurricane is the same in kind, if not in  degree. 

Mr. Chairman, one last word with respect to , this matter and i t  is only in  emphasis of a particu- 
lar matter. This Government has a reputation for 
,spending public money very easily and not always 
x i th  the best results. I t  is a reputation which any 
Government will find it h a r a  to live down because 
the records are there to prove. 

I only counsel members of this Government to 
believe that members on this side of the House are 
speaking the truth when they give voice to the grave 
disquiet which is felt in  this coinm~~nity in the 

1 mishandling of this situation: and I am also asking 
them to believe us when we say that. there are very. 
ugly rumours going about which, if they are true, 
would, as I have said before, provoke a scandal olf 
major proportions in this Island. [La?cghter.] 
They can laugh us to scosrn: but if they can prove 
that what we say we heard! is not true, everybody 
wonld be happier for it. I t  is not that their own 
welfare as a Governxilent is my prime concern; as a 
~&t te r  of fact it is not my concerii at all. What 
concerns me is that whoever has to succeed them as 
a Government will find i t  normally difficult to take 
over and administer this country after the muddle 
they have left behind. 

I t  is therefore in the interest of all the people 
j11 this island : and I am asking members of the Gov- 
ernment to take heedi and to beware and lo make i t  
doubly certain that the things which we on this side 
of the House say we fear (and indeed we do fear) 
have no grounds; and the criticisms which we have 
made of their policies which shook them out of their 
confounded coinplacency and: made them reaiise that 
the people of this island employ them as servants 
are unwarranted: and that they should do the work 
which they are put  to do efficiently and with care 
of the money which has been spent by th,em, Public 
Servants, especially those who have been elected, 
should always have an uneasy conscience about these 
matters becanse apart from anythinp else which 
concerns politics, it is in times of disaster that peo- 
ple come either to trust or distrust their rcpresenta- 
tives: and i t  is no use boasting of your power or  
of the authority which you wield. I t  is no use vour 
t ~ l l i n ~  the people how good a constitution thev have 
had. if their own institntions are being undermined 
*;y the amfnl muddle, bungling and uncertainty which 



1894 
--p 

HOUSE 
-pp.- 

I 
exist allcl Tx-llicl~ ought to have ljeell clc<x;.ed up lnaily 
weeks ago. 
('.C5 p.111. 

lloll. 31. E. COX : 3lr. Chair~llan, I proinise 
to bc long, but I callllot a l l o~~-  certain statements 

made bJ- sonle hone rnelnbers to go unchallei~gecl. 
First of all, the hen. jLlllior for Christ Chnrch 

that the Government \i7as in the case of roofed 
houses ollIr r~pai r ing  one house ancl leaving the other 
two or one as the case may be without repairs. That 
is a statelllellt \T~Eich has absolutely no foundation 
of truth; allcl if th- member lvas as iiiterested in his 
collstituellcy as he claims to be, I am sure that he 
\vould have see11 ill his parish let alone other parishes, 
that they arc rllally two-roofed houses whose roofs 
had been and even in some cases shedroofs 
have beell repaired-[A VOICE: Kot in St. John!] 
You clo not k11ow St. John well enough. 

NI.. CKAWFORD : On a point of order, Mr. 
Cllairnlan. I ~vant  the 3'liaister to repeat the state- 
mellt he has just macle. He said eve11 shedroofs have 
bee11 replaced. 

IIoll. Af. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, that is a 
speech ! On what is he interrupting me? 

jlr. CHAIR,MAN: Let m? hear on what he is 
speaking. 

nrr. CRAATTFORD: I am a3king Sir, for  a con- 
firmatioll of the remarks the Hon. Minister has just 
made that the Goverllmellt is authorising the repair 
011 shetlroofs in St. Philip. No shedroofs at all have 
been repaired and every single authority in St. Philip 
thought the Millisters alld the Governmellt hacl given 
instruc.tions that 110 shedroofs must be touched. 

IIoll. M. E. COX: I callnot speak like him; I 
~vill  bring facts and figures. 

AIr. CRAFFORD: I do llot lTant facts and 
fignres. 

11011. M. E. COX: They can get np and say 
anythillg at any time. The member also said they 
Ivere 110 repairs to stone buildil~gs. VC7here the roofs 

inents, i t  was his duty to report i t  to the proper 
authorities. I t  is a saying, "He who sleeps upon 
his ~vatch trespassc~th upon his duty and may as well 
go orer to the enemy." If he knew that something 
was going lvrollg, knew all about this racket, lrne~v 
all abont the bad aciininistratioi~ of the housillg setup, 
should he not hare reported to the &Iillistry which 
is responsible fpr it-[A VOICE r YOLI can fool little 
childrel1.1 

Mr. Chairman, everybody knows froin the time 
the h~uricane came 011 11s and I made a broadcast 
(and I also said it in the House of Assembly) we 
did not have the lllachinery nor the Inell to cope 
with the catastrophe which visited us on 22nd Sep- 
tember. Everybody kllows that we had a lot of people 
colnillg forward as car~elxters who borl"owed ham- 
mew 
6.15 p.ni. 

We had to accept them until we found out that 
they were ~ o t  really carpenters. We had all sorts 
~f people comillg in, and in our hurry and synlpathy 
to get the people back in their houses as quickly as 
possible we hired anybody that came along. We 
cannot tie people's hands and tell them that they 
must be honest; that is nothing which we ,could 
control. If you know that people are dishonest and 
YOU fail to report that, then ~ O L I  are condoning the 
thing mrhich you have complained. [Mr. 
L E W I s :  You are the person condolling the whole 

The hon. senior member for St. John spoke about 
the Goverllment not finishing houses and referred to 
the windows and doors of houses. The hon. member 
0' any reasonable person will appreciate the fact that 
the provision of windows and doors is expensive. I n  
addition to that, i t  takes some time to build these 
windows and doors. 

The Government's policy has not been to repair 
alld doors but rather to put back these 

as quickly as possible, and make them habi- 
on stone buildings can be repaired, the Secretary of 1 table and go On t~ houses which are k i n g  on 
the IIonsiag Boalad has instrllctions to repair roofs 

the category of poor people. 

I on bllildings belonging to persolls  rho fall within 

I liave already pointed out that where one owned 
a small house-a house of a lesser value than a lvooden 
honse-aad the ~vooden house can qualify fo r  repairs, 
there is no reason ~ v h p  the stone house cannot. I have 
no fip~lres to show how many roofs have been replaced. 
But the poliw is to repair all houses belonging to 
persons who fall within the category of poor persons. 

K'om, the hon. junior member for Christ Church 
in hib rantiiig, said that I said in my speech that 
the C+ovel-nment is spending one and a quarter million 
dollars, and that is as much as we conld do. I mill 
forpirr. hi111 because of his associatioll with J. & R. 
m m  o v r  the holidays just gone! 

Blr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I dicl not say 
that; but he is illcapable of understanding the 
Queen's Eiiglish. 

11011. M. E.  COX:  But nothing of that has 
ever bcc.11 inrntioiied - half million, million 01- any- 
thing lilre that ;  so that to get up here and clnote 
that i k  absurd. Xow, Sir, the hon. junior inember 
f o r  t h ~  City as usnal makes a lot of 11oi~e and hears 
a lot of things, bnt whenever you ask him to give 
infornlation he - 

~II.. LETTTIS: That is nothing. I was not oile 
of tllc inembers ~vho said that. 

IToll. hf. E. COX: The member referred to t h ~  
v7holc setup as a rackd. 

nlr. LEWIS: But yell said i t  was a racket. 
IToll. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, h? labelled it 

as a racket. And if he were the responsible i~ldividual 
in thi.; community as he claims to be, and he kne~v 
that something was wrong in Government Depart- 

the gro~lnd. I n  cases where windows and doors are 
supplied, i t  is not too much to ask the owners 

of houses to build their own windows and doors. [Mr. 
ALLDER : Adinittir~g that you are not completillg 
t.h"~use.l You cannot stop to repair every hole in 
a house; there are too mally houses which are on the 
groulld to stop every little crease or  crevice in a 
house- 

The hon. m2mber also referred to the loans which 
are administered by the Labour Welfare Organisa- 
tion. I t  is true that there has been some delay in 
granting these loans to people, but there again the 
persons who are being used as Inspectors were drawn 
into this hurricane re-housing orgallisation in order 
to expedite the repairs of these houses. We were 
short-staffed: and i t  is not true to sap that the grant- 
ing of loans has been suspended, but rather that 
the tempo of the granting of the loans has been re- 
dnced. The granting of loans has not been suspended : 
but the loans are not granted a t  the same rate as 
formerly, because the nlajority of the staff is occupied 
in the hurricane re-housing programme. 

Reference was made to the number of prefabri- 
cated houses to be provided and the hon. junior menl- 
ber for Christ Church said that these 250 additional 
"pre-fab" houses which are provided for ill this 
Resolntion should be given to the parish of Christ 
Church. I quite agree with that ;  you could give 
that parish 2,000 houses, bnt on the figures which 
we have, the last report on the 20th of last mollth 
revealed that there were 479 houses permanently 
destroyed. And when you subtract 271 from the 
500, you will get 229 of the 500 which we had already 
agreed to construct, and which, I believe have been 
almost constructed. When you subtract the 229 from 





1 an1 glad tha t  he made tha t  statement because 
I will certainly tell the people tha t  come to  me 
that  they can expect Government to their 
shedroof and if they have a house of two gable.; 
and both are damaged they ~ v i l l  get both repaired. 
I thank him very much for  saying 0 so. 

Mr. LETTIS: 1 am going to ask the Minister of 
Housing one question. 'IVilen he started his speech 
introducing this Resolution, did he not say that  the 
Hon. Minister of Social Services had i n  all good 
faith given information to the effect that  the Resolu- 
tion he introduced was the last and the end of re- 
habilitation? Will he say that he said so now? 

Hon. M. E. COX: You could not be my school- 
master. 

Mr.LEWIS: It is impossible to teach you any- 
thing. You said that the Hon. Mnister  of Social 
Services was misled on the last occasion and  you 
come i n  today and say that the people who mislead 
the Minister on the last occasion ar2 perfectly honest 
people and that  there is nothing wrong; i t  is only 
a little misinformation and  you go on to  say further 
thlzt as to the fellows whom you suspect you are 
keeping a secret check on them. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I never said 
that. I said that I a m  using the same supervisors 
along with some independents to make spot checks. 

Mr. L E W I S :  The honourable nleinber said he 
was making s p ~ t  checks which is much the same as  
secret checks, because they are indcpendent persons 
doing i t  and not people who are connected with 
them, and i n  some cases he will carry some of thosc 
that were taken on the last occasion; so he Irnon$ 
oil nholn he is going t o  use those spot rheeks. @'or 
the first time the I-Ion. Minister of Housing has ad-  
mitted that  something is wrong with the Honsing 
Prclgrainine and if he admits that,  that will be zn 
bonest opinion. I have got all this information about 

.your  being deceived and being given wrong figares 
out of your own month. 

The honourable member comes in  here today 
and says words to  the effect that  i t  is a racket. I 
have accused him all  along of making political 
capital out of this thing and I will excuse him be- 
cause that is a I a i l i i i ~  of persons nmho should be in 
politics. The very first ~neetiiig of this House to g i v ~  
consideration to  this nxatter was a political move ailcl 
i t  is a fact that  everyone of these Resolutions that 
come i n  here dealing with this :natter has been 
brought in  here to be dealt with i n  a hurry. Every- 
time they have been brought in here the Minister 
has said "JJTe must get through with t h c u ~  quickly; 
we must get them done today or the work is going to 
stop." None of them has ever come in to be dealt 
with in  the proper way to show that you have giver) 
some thought and consideration fo what you arc 
doing. The Minister came i n  here for money to 
bllilcl a School, but 11-it11 the criticisms, t h ~ y  have had 
to abandon it. 
L 35 p.m. 

The honourable member for  St. Philip did iiot 
know how to reply to him. He  was not building a 
school a t  all, bu t  with this long behind hand and 
n i t h  all thc political information, he was still going 
on with the building programme. I say, your record 
is a bad one and there is no Government that will 
aet  on in  the  same way as you are getting in  thiq 
island. YOU should ask for  mercy. It is pot your money 
you are spending and you have a right to  be Fusiness- 
like with it. You have started u p  Ministerial 
Status for  other islands to  follow and your record 
i ~ .  most unfortunate, and  you know i t ;  and when 
an important Resolutioii comes u p  the Hon. Minister 
said that he was out of the islancl. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: I never said that. 
Mr. I IEWIS:  You saicl you weie o ~ ~ t  of the 

island. The iiiformatioii I have beell hearing is 
this: that  he wrote a letter to the Reverenrl gentle- 
I,?:ILL I ~ L  St. Andrew telling him that the holi. senior 
ineinber for  St.  Aiidrew was to be i n  charge. I s  he 
going to deny writing the letter? Jus t  lilir that thi. 
lumber was moved from his preinises to the premise.; 
of the hon. senior member for St. Aiidrew. [VOICES: 
Shame ! Shame !] B u t  the Reverend gentleman hacl 
a good record down there. Have you signed such a 
letter ? I want you to  get u p  and deny that you have 
done tha t ;  tha t  you have pu t  the senior member f\?r 
St. Andrew in  charge of the distribution of lumber 
in that parish. Get u p  and do it, bemuse I wis~z 
strongly to help you to counteract th;s thing. I 
know that you have been making it a political i s s u ~  
-and the matter i n  Christ Church n?uld be iu  
vestigated; the member of that constiiueney calL 
deny that your policy is to repair sbcdroofs, and 
r~ow you say you are going to l-ring the facts a n o t h e ~  
time. Did you forget that  you had this Reqolution to 
do today? Are you worthy of being called competent. 
at  all! You ought to be ashamed of your display. 
You do not even know now whether you repairel  
shedroofs or not, and you are  the man ill charge of 
the policy. You ought to k i i o ~ ~ ,  the number that  are  
 GO^ repaired. 

I said, and I say again, that this is a lamentabl: 
display by this Government. You abandoned buildiiig 
the. cc.ilool on the Bay Pasture and the F'Gulldation 
School, because the criticism that went on ill tlz:; 
rlace caused i t  to be postpoiiea, a n d  you mean to 
tell me that  after you had got the assistance, yon 
cliil l i t  t nitllclran it hut had to wait ulltil it got to 
the Other PIace. Well, I tell you, sir, if the Jlinistel. 
for  Housing is not ashallied of ~ v h a t  has golie oli--- 

Mrs. BoURNE : Mr. Chairman, I am not reply- 
ing to  anything; ba t  I monlcl like to kno~v where the 
honourable junior member for the City got his facts, 
:~tncl inasmncIi as  :he Revercnd in  charge had a clear 
and clean record, tot find out mh)- they shonld be 
crying "Shame ! Shame ! ' ' 

Mr. LETTrIS: I did not saF a thing abont th.: 
character of the person p a t  in charge. I am asking 
if i t  is iiot a fact that you were put  in charge by t h ~  
Minister. 

111.. C13jA'lvF~RD : Mr. Chairman, 15-hat has 
really mystified me, sir, is that there should be no 
item of greater importance affecting the Ministry of 
Housing today than repairing hurricane damaged 
houses; and i t  k amazing the colossal nonsense the 
Ministry has displayed as regards the policy of Gov- 
ernment in  repairing these damaged hoases. From 
the very beginning, all he has done is to come in  here 
every time we have to  vote for  inoney for this pnr-  
po,i- and display the little he knows about what is 
going on in the Departmciit for which he is respon- 
<ible. 

When we had the first ResoEation, he said that  
the Government was einploping all the people they 
could get for  doing repairs t o  houses a t  a time ~vheii  
the Director of Pnblie Works, Captain Toinlin, could 
not get into the Public Works yard because-of the  
large number of people who were a t  the Offices look- 
ing for ~ v o r k  - people froin all over the  island; and 
the Minisrter for Housing has said i n  the most bom- 

b bastic way that they were employing all the people 
they could get. And now, he crowil: i t  today by 
making a most absurd statement ever made tha t  a t  
the Labour Welfare Departmeiit the tempo of loans 
\<as not being maintained bu t  they were still fending 
money. It is not trne. Either he is uiisleading the 
House or the Departmeiit is telling lies on the Gov- 



JANUARY 3, 1956 
-. 

1897 

ernment. But the Government is sendi~ig millioils ot 
dollars outsicie to be invested and takiug out illoney 
from the Labour Welfare Fur,d since the hurricane. 
Pince the hurricane they were t ~ r n i ~ i g  back appli- 
cants, a t  a time, Sir, when the Governtneiit who said 
they knew what they were doing, and d ;Llinister who 
has no sort of ability a t  all, should have ensured 
that the Labour MTelfare Department had increased 
their staff to deal with them. 
6.45 p.m. 

If a house has damaged "ld the 'lvner 

goes to borrow money to repair You dc 
not lend him because you would not get i t  back aft??. 
that ;  that is sheer nonsense. I would llot have e r  
peeted the Minister to display such a thing. The De- 
?@vent has been instructed not to lend people any 
money- The Manager was on leave 
he was not there pt all. When people calce to me they* 
stated that the Minister has instructed the Depart- 
ment not to lend out any money. You are taking up  
the tax payers' money and repairing houses as a gift;  
but when the people will repair them themselves, the 
iworant  Minister tells the Department not to len i 
out any money. The people who sit in office have no 
foresight unless the members of the Opposition tell 
them to do something, and then they depend on civil 
SeI-V'ants to put into operation lvhat we them t9 

do. 
Now I see what the Goverllment's is tlln 

position is clear to me; they want to kzl-p the money 
In the Department so as to spend i t  in this housillr: 
rspair programme. There is no justification for repair- 
ing these out of the Labour Fund' 
I am waiting to see if there is goillg to be any fun- 
dal~iriital ehange in the policy of the Labour \T7elfare 
Department after this. They are thusands  of ap- 
rlicants who would be glad to get a little 1.1olley frofil 
the Labour Welfare Department; people hare been 
approaching me and the nfanager \$'ill tell You that 
I made a nuisance to him, constall t l~ 
phoning him about this money. I have been told 
repeatedly: "Our instructions are not to :1,3vance an - 
money iio~v. ' ' 

The final thing is this question of rep:lirillg she.?- 
roofs and kitchens. 011 the last occasion rvhell Ire dis- 
cussed this question, I asked the Govel:.lnent to in 
elude kitchens and shed-roofs in this honsx~g repal- 
programme, because one hon. member shouted acroc; 
the table to me a t  the time : "I do not think ~ t ' e  can 
do that." The Housing Authorities St. Philip 
have repeatedly told every persol1 in the parish that 
the Government has said: "We cannot repair shed- 
roofs and kitchens." I can take any hon. member of 
the Government to Cox Hill and show them numbers 
of cases in which the houses have beell repaired and 
the shed-roofs have been left in the sslne condition. 
And the Minister of Housing has said thdt they are 
repairing shed-roofs! If shed-roofs are being re- 
raired, it is the same thipg which t o ~ k  place aftev 
the Constitution flood; after that flood people who did 
not even live near the flood area, people living in 
Bush Hall, Brittons Bill  and SO on, had their houses 
repaired. If these shed-roofs are being repaired 
they are only repairing them through the advocacy 
of certain ~ e o p l e .  I am glad to hear that the 
Government has decided to repair shed-roofs; I 
relay that  information in the district before the 
week is out and then we will find out what the ~ o s i -  
tion is. I am sure that when Mr. Lashley hears that 
to-night-in fact, I am wondering whether he will 
be able to sleep. All Mr. Lashleyls estimates for 
repairing the hurricane damage are based only on 
repairs to front houses, not to shed-roofs; there- 
fore, if they are repairing shed-roofs now, they will 
have to come back here for a lot more money. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: There is one question 
which I would like to get clarified by the Minister 
and it is this. To those of us who cherish parlia- 
11l"lltary institutions ancl dislike any aspect of dis- 
honesty, corruption, or chicanery, anything which 
savours of un~arl ialnentary conduct should be made 
clear. 1 say it here, and I intend to say i t  elsewhere, 
The charge which has been laid here today, and 
others which I have heard, but which I do not in- 
tend to raise now, is that  the Minister of Housing 
gave instcuctions-written instructions-that the 
authority for  this relief should be taken away from 
the Reverend \Voodr0ffe arid to the honoLlr. 
able senior member for st. hdrew. If that is not 
true, it should be denied so our 
life be on a plane on lvhich it should be. 
are you going to preach honesty in a community 
when it is believed that people in  high places can act 
in such a manne,,lld go like that  

The honourable 8enior member for  St. Andrew 
has made a statement to the effect that her integrity 
can be compared with that of apybody else, but that 
does not say that the Alinister did not give iiistruc- 
tions which it has been said were given. I f  that is so, 
the honourable senior member for St. Andrew has 
no right with the distribution of hurricane relief, 
unless she is the only Labour member in this Cham- 
ber. There are other matters lvhieh will be dealt 
with on another basis; when i t  comes to public 
interest, any Minister should be to say son(.- 
thing about it. 

rt is true that what I have heard sitting 
involves such persons in this Chamber that I be 
lieve, if the ever gets to know this sitoatioll, 
it would be a scandal, more or less putting 
our politics on a level the Tanmany Ha,l 
politics in the united States of [Cheers j 

you need to do is to get in power all tllr 
little satellites will come around and you wi7, 
&ive your giftr. ~h~ ~ ~ ~ b ~ d ~ ~  Government 
so mueh freed itself from that, that wl,er&,er I 
-well, we had a charge in of the British 
cnioll Oil Company, but nobcdy has offered 
money for committing any bribes. All I say is this: 
noTT that we have instituted Ministerial 
it is now going on, any aqect of nepotism or anv 

of bribery, is something from all self- 
respecting people should t ry  to exonerate themselves 

Mr. TUDOR: 1 too, like the hon. junior member 
St. Peter, must raise my voice in this matter. 

The charge has been specifically made in  this House 
by the hen. junior member for the City, that tht; 
Iron. Minister for Housing has written a letter t o  
the Chairman of the Hurricane Relief Committe< 
in St. Andrew7 who h a ~ ~ e n s - t o  be the Rector of that 
parish that Person to hand over lumber 
and the administration of housing hurricane repair*, 
to a member of this House, that meinher being the 
hen- member for St. Andrew. 
6-55 

The first and perhap,; the most serious aspect 
of this thing is that ill his action the Mil1ister of 
lionsing was sort of illferring about the statutory 
Chairman of the Hurricane Relief Committee that 
he thought him a dishonest person. That is the 
first inference to be drawll. That is an insult corn- 
ing from one ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~  to another member of the 
party. ~h~ srcolld inference to be draTTa is this: 
that memben of that Partv halre some special quali- 
fieations over other members of this House to be 
singled out for certain privileges which they feel 
other members should not have. I have heard all 
1 want to know. am alad to se8e the ~ e a d  of the 
Government is sitting in his place and noting all 
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these facts. If he feels that the Bfinister's statelnclit 
is incorrect he should instruct his iJTi1zister - 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a 
point of Order. I have never written auything but 
I nonld appeal to the honourable member 10 let ns 
have a d ~ b a t e  on that. 

Mr. TUDOR: The Minister shoulcl say who 
wrote the letter. When the honourable senior mem- 
ber fcr St. Andrew spoke, she never gave tile House 
the  impression that she had not received any such 
anthority. She merely said that her integrity could 
be matched, presumably, against Father Woodroffe's 
or  against the Minister's. 

Rfr. CHAIRXAN: That has nothing to do 
with the debate. 

Mr. TUDOR: That I J ~ S  a lot to do with the 
debate. The appeal honourable melnbers have had 
from the Hon. Minister 0.F Housing is that we should 
not withhold disquieting rumours from him and he 
has even asked us to extend out services by becomillg 
informers. What this House still wants t t ,  lrnow is 
ithether what has been charged against him and 
against the honourable senior member for St. 
, ladre~v is correct. TTas there been a letter ~vri t -  
ten to the Rector of the parish or to the Churzhwar- 
clen ! To whom has it been written l If thr hon- 
ourable senior member for St. Andre~v did not de- 
rive her authority from the Ministrr of IIousing, 
from ~vhoni did she derive i t !  I h a p p ~ n  t o  know 
holy the latter came by her anthority. T am making 
no reflection on her work in administering the Hurri- 
cane Relief in St. Andrrm. 

Mrs. BOURNE: Get the facts and stop talk- 
ing. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, they have i t  withio 
their power to set their own minds at  r ~ s t .  If i t  is 
a fact - 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Air. Chairman, I rise on 
a point of Order. This is not the Annual Estimates 
which we are considering when the whole Depart. 
ment is an  issue. I appreciate your difficulty because 
things will happen in all Parliaments; bnt both the 
Minister and the hon. member have said that the 
facts are not right. Should we go on with this unt;? 
midnight ? 

Mr. L'EWIS: 1Mr. Chairman, what 1 heard mas 
to the effect that the hon. senior member for St. 
Andrew did not deny anything. She said "get your 
facts and see if that is so." The inference is that 
the Minister has got a good record. 

Mr. TUDOR : I do not know wily the 11011. 
senior member for St. Joseph interrupted me bp. 
cause i t  is obvious to me that me are not inresti- 
gating anything dealing with a Government D .  
rartment. The charge is that a Minister of hi< 
Government wrote a letter giving certain instru-- 
tions to a person not under G o v e r n m ~ ~ t ' s  authorit3 
to do something for a member of that Party. As 
long as we are discussing Hurricane Reliel" and aus. 
matter to do with the hurricane, sorrle latitnd; 
should be given to this Committee to deal wi:h 
anything on that part and i t  is no use your sayin;. 
that we should have a debate on the matter. W? 
can have it now. The Hon. Minister of Housinp. 
can say that he wrote a letter or not. Hc might not 
have written i t  to the Rector. All he has to say is: 
"I have written a letter to So and So 011 the bas;j 
cf the facts which I have a t  my disposal and I am 
prepared to make known those facts." 
'7 05 p m .  

But I hope that they realise that this is a very 
serious matter indeed. I mean the very least the 
Premier could do instead of interrupting me is to 
say what the true facts of the matter are, if he 
knows; because it may be that i t  is scmcthing not 

being a Governmeilt matter concocted between the 
Minister and the party concerned. It is not my 
intention to prolong the debate by grumbling on * 
the matter, but i t  is important enough to warrant 
some explanation. If i t  had keen substantiated that 
the Minister had done a thing like that, his resigna- 
tion shonld be asked for immediately, and ii a charge 
like that has been made, the Minister or the I-Iead 
of the Government should have taken steps imme- 
diately to del-y i t  [A VOICE : You want the 
portfolio?] I should like a t  this time to re- 
mind the Minister that it would not be for him 
to give me a ~ortfolio. The Head of my party will 
have that power which he may give or withhold. 
So, Mr. Speaker, I am very sorry all this has hap- 
pened. I feel very distressed to hear acything like 
that, and I hope that both Ministers concerned, the 
Head of the Government and the Minister of Hous- 
ing, will lay the true facts before the public because 
it is now public property, and we are all now 
waiting to hear the truth about it, because it is 
going to be discussed in the interest of the parties 

$r 

concerned. The facts should shonld be known. 
Mr. A~LILDER: Mr. Chairnlan, in view of the 

remarks which have been made against, the I-Ion. 
!,!inister l should like to ask that some statement 
be made to remove . . . 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Xr. Chairman, again, I 
make an appeal to you. This is a Resolution for 
lnoney to spend on Ilouses to be ~ p a i r e d ,  and they 
bring in accusations against the Minister as regards 
coliduct in running the Ministry. The Public Works 
Department was charged with doing something and 
the parties concerned, the Minister himself and the 
hon. senior member for St. Andrew have beta 
denied the charge. I repeat, it is impossible not 
to have some irrelevant matter to be debated in 
every Assembly. I submit that i t  has reached i r  

stage now -$%ere hon. members should see that this 
part of the discussion should stop ss  they are / several accusations and if this is permitted some 

I would go further, especially since the members are 
1 telling the Minister he must answer. -$ 

Mr. ALLDER: Xr. Chairman, I am wondering 
whether the Hon. Minister would clear up the 
accusations rather than leaving it a,t that. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: If the hon. member or 
members can prove any case of misconduct by any 
Minister, I would be the first to - 

Mr. ALLDER: I am not making any charge. I 
Eave heard the facts made by hon. members and if 
he knows that the facts are incorrect he should m a k ~  
sollie statement to clear the air. 

I\lr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I am going to show 
that I have not gone wrong in what I have done. 
This is a Resolution for Hurricane Relief and 
Repairs to houses, and me were told that this was 
something to do with lumber for houses. Can the 
senior member for St. Joseph say it is irrelevant 2 
You discovered that you have not only got wrong C 
information, but that the houses will cost more $h * 

and still they accuse me of saying that they wen: 
racketeering. I think i t  is time to tell them wha? 
1 have heard because I can prove it. I told him 
that he did write a letter to the effect and the senior 
member for St. Andrew did not deny that she was 
put in charge. 

Mrs. BOTJRNE : Mr. Chairman, 1 must object 
I never said that the information had anything to 
do with his character. 

Mr. LEWIS: I said that the man had a, good 
record, but I cannot find out what is the truth. 

Mrs. BOURNE: Mr. Chairman, i t  is not true; 
and I must object to that. I f  he is uncertain as -,o 
what I said, I can ask for the debate. 
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&.b. LEWIS:  Mr. Chairman, if she says that I 

said he had a good record . . . 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: I did not hear her say that. 
Mr. LEWIS: Did she confirm i t ?  
Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Mr. Chairnian, on a 

point of order. I draw your attention to Rnle 134. 
1 think honourable members who are concerned with 
this question have said that we have not got the facts 
right I happen to know that this is true. I appeal to 
the House in a matter not strictly relevant to this 
debate. It has gone so far  that i t  is leading to a quar- 
rel between members. I appeal to members in agree- 
ing to the discoilti~~uailce of this debate. 
7 :l5 p.m. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I draw the attention of hou. 
members to Rule 134. It reads as fol1owb:- 

"The House will interfere to prevent the pro- 
secution of any quarrel between members, arising 
out of debates or proceedings of the YIouse, or any 

hurricane rehabilitation in a particular paris11 
whether letters have gone out from the Permaneut 
Secretary- 

&fr. CHAIRMAN: I h a w  already ruled that 
as far  as this letter is concerned, I, am nut entertain- 
ing anything about it. I am quite willing to hear 
anything in connection with the Resolution; nobody 
knows if a letter has been written a t  all. 

Mr. TUDOR: You will therefore put us in a 
rather awkward position because we cannot discuw 
anything which they bring in. 

Mr. C H A I W A N :  I say that I am not enter- 
taining anything about the letter; I mill listen to 
any debate relative to the Resolution. 

JIr. TUDOR: What is i t  that you are not en- 
' tertaining, Mr. Chairman? [Hon. G. H ADAMS: 

That is playing with the Committee.] He should be , the last person to intervene in this debate. 
I 'Mr. CHAIRMAN: He who ? 

the facts are? 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: As far as the lady member 

and the Hon. 1,Iinister of Housing are concerned, J 
feel that they have put the matter very clearly. I 
am therefore not entertaining anymore of that. 

Mr. TUDOR: This is a matter ~f expending 
large sums of money on hurricane housing rehabill- 
tation and while i t  is true that certain parishes and 
parts of the island require less money to be spent 
on them than others, yet at  the same tlme hon. men1 
bers of thir Co~nnlittee hare to be so iilind1111 of the 
taxpayers' interest, that the rumour of any irregu- 
larity in the spending of money or in the repairin,: 
of houses must cause us some disqui?t I have lis- 
tened to what the Hon. 'Minister of Housing has 
said with a certain amonnt of interest, but  I became 
more and more convinced that this Government is 
very unhappy about its position in that i t  cannot 
acF;nre the House on any point on ~vhich the  Honse 
wants an assurance. We do not know if the Perma- 
nent Secretary wrote the letter from hiq Depart 
ment; we do not know if i n  the adrrinistration of 

Committee thereof. " 
I am appealing to hon. members. For the wnol? 

af ternooil 1 have been hearing : " Asbdes, " " Out of 
Order," and things of that sort. I fee! that this is 
a Resolution for the repair of house-, which hav? 
been damaged by the hurricanc! and all the debate 
hinges on that. Thaa is why I did not stop any h011 
member. [ C h e e ~ s ] .  In this particular instance rela- 
tive to lumber going Andrew, that 5e 
in the same ~esolut ion.  I did not want holl. mem- 
bers to think that I did not want them to express 
their opinion and that is why I did not yefer to this 
matter before. However, I am now appealing to ho!.. 
members who want to speak un this Resolution, to 
speak on the Resolution ; if they do that until morn- ' 
ing I am quite willing to sit here and hear them. But 
on this particular question of wanting me or the 
Hon. Minister to say more than what I have said, or 
what he has said, well, he has said that he did not 
write anything to anybody. [A MEM3ER.  He did 
lrot say that he did not write a letter ta anybodj-. l 
I would not want you to correct me nven if I 
wrong. The Hon. Minister said that he has not writ- 
ten to anybody in connection with any instance; 
anybody in St. Andrew. The lady member of this 
House has said that the 11011. member sho~lld try to  
get his facts right before putting them before the 
committee. There is nothing to prevent anybodv 
from saying anything he likes. 

)Mr. ~ ~ 7 ~ 1 s :  I have mentioned a rumour 
which was brought to me. The hon. mexber should 
have ended up  by saying that he has riot writtea 
any letter concerning ~vhat  tool< phc" could not 
the hon. member for St. Andrew explain what 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Hon. Minister of 
Social Services is objecting to the remark used by 
the honourable .junior member for S t  Lucy and 
&out "fishy and di'srepntable." 

Mr. TUDOR : Mr. Chairman, of course I do 
~vithdra~v them,. Sir, I hope you will wpreciate 
t; e position of members of this House. We are 
here consider in^ the grant of a large sum of money 
for the repair of people's honses and\ for the build- 
ing of prefabricated houses. The question which 
"herefore arises is who has the authority to look 
over these matters. I t  is not therefore so very un- 
fortunate that T am discussing one aspect of this 
matter because a t  least in one parish we do know 
\vho possesses the authority for the repairs of these 
houses. 

Sir, this is a simple question which this House 
wants to know. How has the par t ieu la~  person 
oot hiq o r  her anthoritv - the authority ivhich the 
honourable senior member for St. Andrew has? 
[ A  VOICE : That is not the question.] 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I t  will choke him to say 
"Premier." 

Mr. TUDOR: I mean your colleague What are 
you entertaining, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Nothing cotlcerning any 
letter written to any Chairman in any parish. 
7.25 p.m. 

Jlr. TUDOR: wel l  then, let us put it in this 
way. As regards to persons in parish who 
in charge of hurricane rehabilitation, what is the 
nature of their appointment? they appointed 
i,y the Governor-in-Exeeutive committee, or by the 
local Hurricane Relief Committee? or do they 
their appointment to diKeetives from the hlinistrSi 
~f ~~~~i~~ 

That is really the important point. ~0~ 
therefore has the particular person got his or her 
authority? I refer to the authority fi-hich the hen- 
uurable member for St. Andrew h a .  Hoa 

it derived? They canllot argue now that I am 
speakil%' irrelevantly because she possessies authority 
and are also other people who pomss  that 
authority. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, 
there is nothing about authority given to the hen- 
oclrable senior member for St. Andrew in this Reso. 
lution. I do not see anything of that in  it. 

Mr. TUDOR: There is something fishy and 
xery disreputable going on. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMlNS: Mr. Chairman, 
, 1 object to that remark about fishy and disreputa- 

Isle; and I am asking that those words be with- 
cIramn. 
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Mr. BRhNCliEG: Ilk. Chairman, 1 rise on .i 
point of Order. The honourable and learned s e n ~ u ~  
ineinber for St.  Joseph referred to Rule 134 of this 
Cllamber which reads thus : 

"The House will interfere to prevent the 
prosecution of any quarrel between members, aris- 
ing- out of debates or proceedillgs of the House, or 
a n y  Committee thereof. " 

May I sir, venture in  anticipatioll to the clari- 
fication of that to remind you of what you know 
quite well i n  May 'S fifteenth Edition on l'arlianieil. 
t a r y  practice, Page, MO, which deals with that 
same subject matter : Challenges and Quarrels. " 
I think that  will assist us in  interpreting of thia 
matter. It reads thus:- 

"The Coinmons will also interfere to prevent 
quarrels between ~ e n l b e r s ,  arising from personal 
misunderstanding in  a select committee. The send- 
ing of a challenge by one Member to another, in 
consequence of words spoken by  him in  his place 
in Parliament, is a t r each  of privilege, and is dealt 
with accordiingly, unless a full and am,ple apology 
be offered to the House." 

[Asides]  I am not dealing with the asides or 
~ u d e ,  attempted interruptions which I have been 
bearing. I have only pointed out that in  Sir 
Thomas Erskiile May's Treatise on the "Law, 
Privileges, Proceedings and Usage of Parliament" 
i t  is explained what happens should there be quar- 
rels arising from a personal misul~dierstaliding and 
T referred to it. I t  is on page 440, Chap. X V I I I  
ai~cl the publishers of Dfay's F'ifteeiith Edition are 
Messrs Buttermarth & Co., Ltd. 

MT. LETVIS: I f  Your Honour mill look 
further,  you will sec soinething with respect to the 
cluestion of pririlege arising. That is dealt with 
in  our Rules too. 

Hon. G. I-I. ADAMS: I am defiaiteh- not go- 
ing to say  hat I 157onld sap in another place, but 
I would say this in  a general way. When persolls 
read a n 4  tell you their authority to speak, and 
~ v h e n  those persons who speak equally understand 
and apparently unclerstand English better, and 
w%en such a person takes a seilteilce ont of its 
particular context and  lays that  down in a particnla: 
context, then no language is too strong to use of 
that  person. 

"May" quotes a single instance. Everybody 
who has nead that  knows that  May is quoting a 
single instance. "May" says: "The Coinnions 
will also interfere to prevent quarrels between 
Members, arising from personal misunderstanding 
in a select committee." Now it gives a reference 
and that happened in  Select Committee once. Any- 
body who reads it will know that. That is only a 
rarticular instance and the learned, doubly learned, 
honourable senior member for St. Lucy gets u p  and 
wastes the time of the House by quoting that. ap- 
rarent ly  saying that  P o u r  Honour's Rnling is 
vrong. 

Alr. GRANCI<ER: ALr. Chairman, I ~ ~ o u l d  be 
the last person to saa- that your ruling is wrong, be- 
cause your rnlings when ui~trainmelled, arc! some of + 
the best rulings giveii in  any Coloilial Chamber. I 
\:as poiilting O L I ~  that as regards ally person ~ v h o  
a~alies reinarlis uncler the heat of a quarrel, a n  ex- 
planation of n hat is mea i~ t  fro111 such words arisiiig 
fruiu personal l l l ib~llderstaildii l~ was dealt with ill 
Kay7s  niider Chapter S V I I l  - Maintenance of 
Crder dhring Debate. I am suggesting that it 
must be a quarrel in the sense of the terru to con- 
stitute a n  offence against Rule 134. Sir,  Z am still 
a practising lawyer. 

Tlte question that  the  Resolution do ?tow pass 
was put crmd resolved in the  affirmative tuitholrf 
division. 

On wation of Hon. ill. E. C O X ,  seconded b y  
Pan. C. E. TALB'A, iMr. CHAIRMAAT reported the  
passi~ag of a Resolz~tion in Comqi t tee .  

Mr. SPEAKER resq~nzed tlze Cka,io- and re- 
portecl accordingly. 

O n  s e p r a t a  ?notions of Hon. 31. E. C O X ,  sec- 
+ 

ended b y  Han. G'. E.  T A L J I A  in, each case, tlzs 
Resol?~f ion  wa.s read a first and second finze a?td 
fhe9.t agreed to. 

FEDERATIO'N 

I .  LEITIS:  Mr. Speaker, this i; not a 
regular meeting of this IIouse, i t  is a Special Meet- 
ing TT7e had a Message read today froill His  

, Excellency the Governor which calls for a Reply. 
1 I do not know if you mill accept the suggestion that  

a Select Coininittee be appointed to allow a Reply 
to  His Excellency's Message to be made speedily. 

What  I would like to kilo~t- is  what is going to 
Ee the procedure for comp1~-ing to the reqnest i n  
the last sentence of that  Messare. T am refcrrillg 
to JIessagc No. 38/1955 from His  Excellency the 
GoTWernor to the Hoiionrable the House of Assembly 
regarding representation a t  the final Conference oil 
Federation to be held in  I~ondo11 i n  February 1956. 

AIr. SPEAKER : What is the last sentence? 
Mr. L E W I S  : The last sentence states that the  

IIonourable the House is i n ~ i t e d  to concur in the  
appointment of the delegation. 

JIr. S P E A K E R :  As a matter of fact, I cer- 
tainly am not i n  a position to answer such queries. 

Mr. L E W I S  : Mr. Speaker, the next meeting 
of this House is scheduled for the 10tn of this 
month. There must be some Reply to thi-, Message 
from His Excellency the Governor this nionth or 
re ry  early next month. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. XPEAICER: This House now stands ad- . 
jouriled. 
7.40 p.m. 


