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THE 

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) 

SESSION 1955--56 

Pursuant to the adjournment the House of 
Assembly met a t  2.00 o'clock $.m. to6.a~. 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Eresent 

There being no o b ~ e c t h  leave wcs grwnted the 
7r.w. mem,ber. 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. I~USBANDS (Speaker)  ; 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS, C.M.G., Q.C., B A . ,  (Premier)  ; 
Mr. J .  E. T. BRANCKER, Hon. Dr. H. G. H. C U U ~ S  
C.B.E,., M.D., C.M. (Minister of Social Servioes) ; 
Hon. M. E. Cox (Minister of Communicat%cns, Worrks 
and Housing) ; Mr. L. E. SMITH J.P., ( C h a i m  of 
Cmwbittees) ; Mr. F. L. WALCOTT, O.B.E., Hon. 
R. G. Mapp, (Minister of Trade, Igdustry  and Lab- 
( u r )  ; Mr. T. Q. BRYAN, Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY, Mr. 
V. B. VAWHAN, Hon. C. E. TALMA, (Minister of 
Agr-icl~ltzcre, Lands and Fisheries) ; and Mrs. E. E. 
I~OURNE. 

Prayers were read 

MINUTES 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that the Minutes of the last meeting have 
not yet been ready for circulation. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY l 

Supplementary Estimates, 1955-56, No. 66 

Government Headquarters 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, this Reso- 
lution is for $20,000 to complete the construction 
of Government Headquarters at Bay Street. The 
Addendum explains fully the work j n  &tall. 'iht: 
Director of Public Works has reprasen~ed LuaL ul 
orcler to colllplete tlie Goverii~nent lleadyuarters 
the sum of $18,600 is required over the estimated 
cost of $379,000 which has already been proviued. 

The increase is due to a variety of reasons whia~l 
are set out below :- 

(a) the waiting hall for visitors in- 
cluded after the original estimate 
had been approved . . $ 11,000 

(b) the greater amount of filijng 
required to the entrance roads 
than was first envisaged . . 5,000 

(c) 3 Fire Hydrants recently re- 
quired by the Fire Officer . . 600 

( d )  Increase in  the cost of Electrical , , 
installation . . 503 

(e) Cost of E1e.ctl.i~ Company's un- 
derground cable . . . . 

(f ) Fire Extinguishers . . 
1,m 

500 

I Mr. SPEAKEIC: The first Order of the Day Sir, added to that is the slim of $1,400 for the 
stands in  the name of the Hon. Mi r l~ t e r  of Social opening of the Headquarters. As the Addendnlil 
Services: To move the House into Chmmittee of I txplains, when the Estimates were lnade for the 
Supply to consider the grant of sums of money for 
the service of the colony. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr speaker, 
I beg to move that Your Honour do now leave the 
chair  a ~ d  the House gc into committee of Supply. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
T h e  question wm ,put 4 resolved in the 

w t i v e  without divisiom. 
Mr. S P E A K E R  le f t  the Chair the House 

wmt MO C%?&ttee o f  s u p p l y ,  Mr. HMITH b e k g  
in the  C&. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINs. Mr. Chair- 
man, this first ~esolut ion for the sum of $32.200 
has not yet been circulated and 1 ask leave to post- 
pone it and deal with the second Hesollltion for 
the sum of $20,000. 

construction of this building, no provision was 
made for the removal of houses which occupy the 
site at  the time, hence it was felt that  that could 
be done within the vote; but time has proven that 
i t  could not be done. Of course, we must realise 
that on account of the hurricane .there was a dis- 
location of work on that building and when work 
is dislocated and has to be reorganised, you do lose 
a certain amount of time. Coasequently, you have to 
pay the cost of that reorganisation. 

The waiting hall for visitors is absolutely essen- 
tial. When visitors come to thic: building, i t  mill b5 
necessary for them a t  times to wait for some time 
&fore they actually get in contact with the persons 
they want; therefore some provision had to be made 
for these visitors so that they can a t  least sit down 
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until they are attended to. As the Addendum ex- 
plains, provision for them had to be made on both 
floors after it was done on the growld floor. 

So far  as the vote for tile opeiliilg ecreill.my, 1 
feel that honourable members will agree that therc 
should be some sort of ceremonial ~pen ing  of thir 
building inasmuch as the Government has bee1 
cri~icised from time to time for constructing thest 
buildings and not opening them publicly. I want: tc 
say here and now that this building has been crccted 
to tile everlasting credit of the Labour Party of thir 
Island. As you v~il l  see, there was a photograph oi 
this building in the Daily Newspaper. The Hon 
Prtniier mentioned on the last occasion when wc 
were discussing Federation that we have this build- 
ing -,~hic.h we can offer to the Federal set-up at least 
for temporary use as administrative officeq i:; case if 
S.; decided that the capital ir to be establ; hcd i t  
Barbados. 

So far as the vote for the cercn~onial opening 
is canccrned, ihe 'estimate may appear large, but 11 
is the Government's intention to invite rcpreseiita- 
tives from every section of the ccmmunity to this 
function. After all, it is the people's building anb 
I think every section ol" the public should be repre 
sented a t  the opening ceremony. If i t  were not neces 
sary to spend as nluch as $1,4001, we \voulcl not have 
put i11 that amount. I t  has been said on more than 
one oocasion that we have these opening ceremonieb 
and we only invite certain top heavy people. JJ7t 
want to show that this building is the people's build 
ing and that it belongs to the people of this island 
hence representatives from every section of the col11 
inunity will be invited to the opening ceremony. 

I think that is as much as call be said at  thu 
stage, and with those few remarks I beg to lnovc 
that this Resolution for $20,000 do now pass. 

Ho11. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
Mr. F! L. WALCOTT : Mr. Chairl~lan, what 1 

want to question is with respect to paragraph J o r  
the Addendum. I t  states that i t  is also desired to 
provide an amount for entertainment purposes at 
the opening ceremony of the Government Headquar- 
ters and i t  is estimated that a sum of $1,400 wlll 
meet this requirement. The questior? of entertain- 
ment is not part of the building cost and I do not 
see why i t  was necessary to include that amount 
under the Government Headquarters which is und r 
Part  I1 - Capitd (b) Available Funds, Head V11 
bfiscellaneous. There is an  appropriate Head under 
which that sum could have been voted. 

1 am asking the qnestion whether the I\Iini\tei 
answers or not. H e  just said that this is the people'c 
building and my question is directed to kim. NOW, 
the Ministers have a vote for entertainment and it 
is my opinion that this $1,400 for entertainment 
could have been placed under that Head for strict 
accounting because I cannot regard this entertain- 
ing as anything connected with the building of the 
Government Headquarters. I t  is something separ- 
ate and distinct: and it should have been put separ- 
ately so that when we come to assess the amount 
@pent on the building, we will really find out what 
was the correct amount. Of course this $1,400 is 
only a small portion of what it cmts to erect that 
building. 

However, a11 the other things which you have 
set down here to be done are connected with the 
cost of the building. They are (a) wa~itinp ha11 for 
visitors, (h) money for 'entrance roads, (c) three 
fire hvdrants, (d)  increase in  the cost of electrical 
installations (e) cost of electric company's under- 
 round, cable to the building, and (£) fire extin- 
pniqhers. A11 thnw thinm are connected with the 

physlcal aspect of the building, but you will agree 
that the party which is to be held has nothing to do 
with that ;  therefore the money to be spent oil that + 
would have been more appropriately accounted for 
ucder the Head dealing with entertainment, that is 
to say like the Minister's vote for  entertainment. 
'~iThea it is put down under this Head, it is going to 
peflect on the true cost of th.6 building. It is not 
Miscellaneous Expenses for the building; it is Nliscei. 
ianeous Expenses for Entertainment. I t  is a small 
point but surely i t  is a matter which does not comr 
under this Head. 

Ths question that the Resolution do now pass , 
was put and resolvted in the affirmative without 
ck'z1.l;Sw.n. 
2.25 p.m. 

0% the ?notion of H&. Dr. H. 8. H. CUMMINS, 
secoladed by Hon. M. E. COX, the CHAIRMAN 
reported the passing of one Rdsolutioilz im Committee 
o f  Supply, aanid the postponemmt of ome. 

Mr. XPEAKER resumed the Chair, and repw- 
fed acaordimgly. 

Oin motiorzs of Am. Dr. H. C-. H. CUMMIATS, 
secodded b y  Hom. a. E. COX in each case, the Reso. 

t" 
lutioe passed in Committee of Xupply was read a 

l 
first and second time and agreed to. 

SHOPS ACT (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
btallds 1n the name of the Hon. Premier: To move 
tbe second reading of a Bill to  amend the Shops Act, 
1945. 

Hun. G. H. ADAIlfS: Mr. Speaker, the object 
of this Bill is to amend the Shops Act, 1945, so as to 
enable the Government to ensure that discrimination 
on account of race, colour and creed shall not be 
practised in premises to which the Act applies. The 
Bill is so drafted that it is proposed to add a Clause 
which will be suppleme~tary to Clause 9 which will 
enact that no one is to be refused access, or opportun- 
ity to avail himself of any facility, servi-,e or amenity 
offered to the public by any shop by way of trade c r  
business or incidental thereto on accouvlt of the race, 
colour or creed of such person. Then there is a 
proviso added to enable the proprietor of a shop 
to show that he did not himself commit the offence, 
and that the actual offender, whether or not it be 
his servant or agent, should be punished and not 
himself. The onus is of course on the proprietor 
to prove that the offence was comniitted without his 
knowledge and that he has used all due diligence to 
enforce the execution of the provisions of this section, 

There is used the usual language which is put 
into a Bill when there is a prohibition put on the 
doing of anything, but the owner or proprietor of a 
business premises should not be himself punished if 
he can prove that the thing was done without hicl 
c~nsent ,  connivance or wilful default. Because of 
the possibly serious nature of the oEence aimed at. 
it has been thought necessaaq to increase the finr 

.;t 
which a t  present is in the Shops Act for a breach of 
that Act: a fine of £5 or its equivalent. 

Speaking in general terms, there is not the 
shadow of a doubt whatever that, apart from social 
distinctions, there are distinctions made on the 
ground of race and colour by certain persons mainly 
in the hotel trade which not only causes irritation 
among Barbadians, but which often prevents visitors 
to the island who may have suffered indignities in 
consequence of this discrimination, from returninrr 
to this Island, or from havinrr a good word to  say 
about the Island. I t  is true that the immediate cause 
of this proposed amendment to the Shops A d  iq thc 

A 
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fact that it will, to some extent at  least, show t o  
those Delegations from other West Indian colonies 
whom we have found showing their unwillingness to 
vote for Barbados as the site for the Federal Capital, 
that colour prejudice is rampant in  this Island. It 
will show those persons, at any rate that as fa r  as 
the position is today, you cannot legislate to make ;I 
man morally or sensibly free from racial or religious 
prejudices, but you caD make it an  offence where it 
js blatant. No legislation will change the heart of 
man; but you can punish him if, in spite of what he 
ought to do, he does something which he should not 
do. 

1 say that the immediate cause of this legislation 
is the impending Federation Conference; but sooner 
or later it would become necessary in  any event, to 
do this. I f  I may put  i t  in this way, when Your 
I-Ionour and myself were schooY~oys, racial pp~ejudice 
mas inh i t e ly  greater than it is today. Matters have 
improved, but in  some quarters noticeably with the 
growth of these shops which call themselves clubs, 
and,  ret tend in^ to be clubs exclude persons, as we 
know, generally because of their colour, and not be- 
cause of their character or lack of character. These 
shops have again brought to the fore bitterness, a 
sense of frustration, and the indignity which they 
have so often meted out t o  coloured persons. 
2.35 p.m. 

This Government feels that this is a proper 
time to make this proposed amendment. One is 
well aware, of course, cf the possible danger of giv 
ing the outside world the impressior, that things 
are so bad, that you have to legislate against it, and 
I am going to say here and now things are bad in 
Barbados. Visitors from abroad without racial 
prejudice are met with i t  when they come. The 
average European, and to a $reat extent the aver- 
age North American tells you about it and express 
surprise at the things that they see here; and al- 
though I repeat, Mr. Speaker, it is point as to 
whether you should hope that other methods - the 
church, commonsense and time-will change it, on 
the other hand that process is long. 

Let me say here what I firmly believe as a re- 
suit of my experiences in other colonies in thq 
British West Indies. I t  is true that colour dis- 
crimination is practised in Barbados, but some of 
the persons who point a finger of Scorn at  you, hav: 
exactly the same tendency a r d  there is a showing 
of latent colour discrimination in their hotels and 
public life more so than in Barbados, because in 
public life i t  is a matter of indifference what is the 
colour of a man's skin in  Barbados today, and the 
headship of an office would be given to a man of 
any colour if he were worthy of it. Although I said, 
sir, it. is true that somy of those who point a finger 
of scnrn suffer from exactly the same thing, it is 
undoubtedly a faet political leaders in other 
colonies would ha;e objectiop in to 
bados as a ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ l  set-up. rpherefore, just ss 
have done with ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ t i ~ ~ ,  (we are removing by 
law things that you say are bad and should be re- 
moved,) so we propose to do so with this. 

I am the member for the ' ' 
in his place, because yesterday privately he 

expressed disinclination to vote for this Bill on the 
grounds that i t  did not rope in hotels, and the chief 
malefactors were those so-called residential clubs 
that are hotels; in fact, calling themselves clubs. A 
careful reading of the definition clause in the Shops 
Act, show that they are imhded.  I know of no 
hotel or guest house in  this island, and therelfore 
anv place dealing in intoxicating liquor that is not a 
chop under the Shops Act. Those clubs on the St. 

udllles L U ~ D L  1 am cold, are tne chiek maleka~~ors  ~ , f i ~ i ~ r  
me law or Barbados. If we put a penalty in the 
Snops Act, they can be p u s h e d  by the provision or 
this Bill. l do not thlnk i t  is necessary, hlr. Speaker, 
for me to say anything more. 'l'he C;iovermen~ pro- 
poses also to put  it to the House and, m y  be, the 
Select Committee now sitting on the new Licencing 
Bill to include it in their consideration and insert a 
section in the proposed new Bill, whereby the con- 
dition of granting a licence will be that YOU do not 
practise discrimination. Just  a we are stopping it 
here in the Shops Act the position will ;,e that if 
a person with a liquor licence is guilty of this dis- 
crimination he loses his licence. It may be that some 
establishments might be willing to  pay the penalty 
of $500 but continue to practise discrimination; 
that establishment can be punished under the Liquor 
Licence Act, by taking away the Lliquor Licence of 
the establishment. I say that by way of antici- 
pating any suggestion by any honourable members 
that this Act does not go far  enough in the way of 
taking away Licences, because there is no provision 
tor licences: and it would be unscientific to put i t  
in the Shops Act which deals with the conditions of 
kervice in shops, shop assistants, their hours of work 
and so on. 'l'he provision for taking away Liquor 
1-icences therefore, would come before the Select 
Committee on the Liquor Licences Act, and we 
would have sanction of the principle that there 
must be no discrimination, subj.ect to a fine not 
escteding $500 or a term imprisonment not exceed- 
?ug six months, ancl wheii the Liquor Licences Bill 
becomes law, canc~ellation of the licence. 

I think, therefore, Mr. Speaker, that we have 
iox red  as far  as we can by legislation all this; and 
in the Liquor Licenee Bill we have covered by way 
of punishment any infringement of this principle. 

Before I formally move the second reading of the 
Bill, I will refer to the new Section 9 A (1) (b)  
"Subject to the provision of this section, no person, 
otherwise lawfully entitled, shall bte refused op- 
portunity to avail himelf  of any facility, 
service or amenity offered to the public by any shop 
by way of trade or business or incidental thereto on 
account of the race, colour or creed of such person." 
This Section covers 5arbers7 sdoons, hairdressing 

or whatever faney names these shops may 
give themselves. ~f any hen member is in doubt 

to how far i t  goes, I refer him to the Act which 
i ,  in the 1945 volume on page 114. 

I now beg to move, Mr. Speaker, that this Bill 
be ,,, read a second time. 

Hon. Dr. H. G .  H. C W v I I N S :  I beg to second 
that. 
2,45 p.m. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir, apparently the hon. 
Introducer of this Bill was 30 completely subju- 
gated to conflicting emotions that even to himself 
the reasons for his il%troduetion were somewhat 
obscure. At one time, he said that the primary 
reason for the introdbetion of the Bill arose out 
of consideration for and in connection with the 
placing of the Federal Capital and went on to add 
that even apart from this consideration, sooner or 
later, the Bill might have become necessary. Then 
realising the extent of his error, he went on to add 
that things are very 1 ad now. when he said that 
apart from the considelation in connection with the 
placing of the Federal Ca,pital i t  may become net- 
essary sooner or later in the future 
anyhow) to introduce a Bill of this sort, I wondered 
if he had just arrived from New Zealand. However, 

demonstrated of his return to sanity 
by confessing that now things are very bpd. 



Now, I think, Mr. Speaker, we should begin 
first by making passing reference to the policy of 
introducing this Bill to cnrb racial discrimination 
in the effort to get other Federal West Indian 
Delegates to vote for Barbados as the Federal 
Capital. I challenge the Hon. Premier to name one 
s i ~  gle delegate or quote one single instance in 
which it can be asserted with justification that 
these allegations about racial discriminatioiis have 
operated against us i r  the placing 01 the Federal 
Capital here. The fact is that Barbados was never 
in  the runnirg for the Federal Capital. This ques- 
?ion of legisla,tion to cnrb racial discrimination has 
been given momentum on accopnt of two things. 
Some weeks ago the daily newspaper referred to 
some aspect of racial policy as regards Codrington 
High School and the Lodge School alleging that 
Codrington High Sckool is a lilywhite institution 
enjoying facilities a t  s Government-Aided School 
which because of its ~ a c i a l  pgolicy it should not be 
entitled to. As the Hon. Premier is the Minister 
cjf Education, he was forced to say something about 
it, and he in all probability promised that he would 
introduce legislation to curb it. 

Then with respect to the questioli of the plac- 
ing of the Federal Capital and racial discrimina- 
tion, the hon. junior member for St Peter about 
two weeks ago in this House mentioned that one of 
the things which would operate against the selec- 
tion of Barba,dos as the Federal Capital would be 
racial discrimination. To be qcite cardid. I am of 
the opinion that this reference by the hon. junior 
xember for St. Peter to the qcestion has beeq the 
source of a.ll this talk about Barbados and the 
Federal Capital and racial discrimination. Before 
then, i t  was never heard, not even in a whisper: 
but the hon. member publicised i t  an1  naturally it 
is like opening a festering sore. I t  is known that 
racial discrimination exists in Barbados and every- 
body began to hang some story around i t  and the 
Federal Capital: and in so far as the Hon. Pcemiel 
IS concerned, like a drowning man catching a t  a 
feather, he simply grasped i t  to serve as an excuse 
if Barbados does not get the Federal Capital. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, Conferences Gn Federation 
have been going on for quite sometime. If Barbados 
was in the running, certainly a t  one of the earlier 
Conferences, its name and site would have been 
~uggested. I n  1953, Grenada was agreed upon as 
a compromise and as everybody knows, Grenada is 
from almost every point of view absolutely unsuit- 
able. If Barbados  as in the running, why was 
Grenada agreed upon as a comproinise? The an- 
swer is to be found in two factors. I n  the first in- 
stanoe, Jamaica should normally be deserving 
of the placing of the F1ederal Capital but i t  is 
not centrally situated: and as everybody can 
see, that country is not willing to support its rival 
Trinidad, which is eager aad ambitious to get i t :  
but for reasons which are well-known to most of us, 
West Indians are not too willing to put it there. 
Kow, the time for Barbados to have been selected 
as the Federal Capital by  West Indian delegates 
racial prejudice or not, was in 1953; but in that 
year, a t  that Conference, there was not a single 
whisper about Barbados being the Federal Capital, 
nor were there any objections raise$ against i t  be 
icg here because of racial discrimination. We wc.rch 
13ot selected then merely because of the antagonism 
rxisting between the three important West Indian 
Leaders, notably between Sir  Alexamder Bustamant. 
and the Hon. Premier of Barbados. Since then, 
Sir  Alexander has admitted right in  these precincts 
at a dinner we had in his honour that he would 
have supported Barbados as the Federal Capital. 

f the question weye raised a t  that Conference. I n  
sther words, if the Leader of the Governmmt in  
3arbados, Sir Alexander Bustamante and Mr. 

+ 
Games had been on amicable terms in 1953, we should 
iave had the Federal Capital sited here and the 
latter would have been settled finally. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think I have allowed the 
Ion. member sufficient latitude. The question of the 
Federal Capital is not in this Bill. 

Mr. CRATVFORD : I appreciate Your Eon- 
lur's ruling but I felt constraitled to make tile re- 
narks since the hon. Introducer of this Bill claimed 
I ~ a t  the main cause for the introduction of it was 
he question of the siting of the Federal Capital. 

U-hat I was apprehensive about was the implica- 
:on that if we do not pass this Bill for those rea- 
,ens we cannot hope of having the Federal Capital 
~i ted here, therefore before the public might be 
nlisled, I felt some attempt should be made to place 
!he issue in its proper perspective. 

In my opinion, by any standard of reasoning, 
)I 

~t is a remarli-able statemcjnt by the Hon. Premier 
that sooncy or later whether we have the Federal 
Capital sited here or not, i t  may be necessary to 
~mplement legislation to curb racial discrimination. 
Those of us \rho live here would admit that there 
i;. no other colony in the British Caribbean in which 
zolour prejudice is so rife as it is here, and appar- 
2ntly legislation is necessary to improve o o  tile 
position. I remember some time ago hearing a 
prominent Jamaican >tatii~g that one of the great- 
~ s t  contributions Sir Alexander Bustamante had 
made to the social life of Jamaica was the almost 
complete obliteration of racial prejudice in that 
colony. 
2.55 p.m. 

There, of course, it was not done by lepislatio 1. 

Sir Alexander Bnstamante is the sort of personaiicy 
which, even without the law to support his action, is 
inclined to take matters into his own hands. I n  the 
public places in .Jamaica--the big hotels and restaur- 
ants where such discrimination was practised-he 4 
remedied i t  by himself carrying waterfront ~vorkers 
and other uaskilled workers into these places and 
compelling them to be served, threatenin: these 
places that if these workers were not served, he would 
mtroduce legislation to take away their licences. But  
everyone is not that type of b m  vivant as Sir Alex- 
ender Bustamante and it does not suit all of us to 
run around to these places in an attempt to put down 
racial discrimination. Therefore, i11 Barbados, the 
way to deal with this matter is by legislation. 

I regard i t  as an  unnecessary salve to those peo- 
ple who rigidly maintained this racial segregation in 
Barbados for the Hon. Premier to say that consider- 
ation of the Federal Capital has made the introduc- 
tion of this legislation necessary, and not to come dut 
completely and say that he regards the position in 4 
Barbados as requiring immediate correction and 
therefore he has introduced this legislation. The 
Federal Capital has nothing to do with racial pre- 
judice in Barbados. If we get the Federal Capital 
here, i t  is because the British Governent wants i t  
here; and the fact that the Federal Capital has not 
been sited as yet finally, is the indication to my mind 
that the British ~Clovernment would like i t  here, 
whether or not racial prejudice wax rampant. They 
are not concerned with that. 

The Hon. Premier knows, as  well as I do, that 
Barbados was made the Headquarters of the Standing 
Closer Association Committee, which was the Com- 
mittee set up to introduce West Indian Federation. 
He knows why we were made the Headquarters of 
that Committee; he knows how we were made the 

A 
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Heauquarters. As  a matter of fact, the k'reuer than merely to have by law the right to enter any 
J knows that not a s~ngle  Delegate or hdvlser or a I hotel in Hastings or on the St. James Coast and buy 

single member of the Delegation to the Conference 
a t  which Barbados was made the Headquarters for 
the S.C.A.C. on Federation had the slightest amxtion 
or intention to make Barbados or even to suggest 
Barbados as the Headquarters of that Committee. 
That greatness was thrust upon us; none of us ieit 
that we could have got it. Since then we have seen the 
R.E.C. sited here, and there are other indications in 
the wind, for instance, the intention of the Bank of 
Nova Scotia to put  up  a branch here and the siting 

* of the improvement to Barclay's Bank in Barbados 
are all indications of a desire on the part of the over- 
riding authority in London, if possible, to make Bar- 
bados the Federal Headquarters. The position is 
this: whether or not ,.his which has been intro- 
duced here is passed, whether or not the Other 
Place ratifies it now or a t  gome time in the future, if , 'ler Majesty's the Head- 
quarters here, it will be here. 

I say th l t  all the indications are that, if possible, 
Barbados wig be made the site of the Federal Capital. 
I shall not be surprised at  all if at sometime in the 
past, the hon. senior member for St. Joseph himself 
may have been the Office m 
to their desires in the matter; but I certainly take 
objections to the statement made by the Premier that 
1!1e Delegates from Antigua or Jamaica! or Trinidad 
or from ally of the other Tdands mould have cbjected 
to roting for Barbados as the Federd  Capital ~!lerc!?. 
becalxc,e of this racial discrimination. 

Speaking for myself, I am inclined to the  vie^^-- 

well, the Hon. Premier has said that things are bad. 
i say that they could not be worse for this part of the 
vrorld. I n  order to find them worse, you would have 
to go to the Southern States of America or to South 
Africa. For some reason or other, there are people 
in  this community who still pretend that they are 
living in the sixteenth or seventeenth century. Their I 

a drink; because if they are not working they can- 
not buy a drink; and even if they arp working, the 
~ a t e s  they pay coloured people cannot ?ay for drinks 
a t  these places. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to be perfectly simple in 
my remarks. When I say so, I mean this : the right 
to enter a n  exclusive hotel on the St  dames Coast 
to the Younger m m  in Bridgetown l ~ e a n s  nothing. 
He can never hope to Pay the $40 that some of these 
places charge for living there, nor can he hope to 
~ U Y  a dri* there; of course, I am not saying it 
would not achieve the Purpose, but it will mean 
incidents we have had in discrimination in the pas? 
in which distinguished coloured people who came ti 
Eh-baclos were involved, can no longer exist. I re- 
member 'Ome time hearing that some distin 
guished African Student from the Imperial College 
of Tropical Agriculture in  Trinidad was refused 
;IdIllis\ion to a hotel in Christ Church, and tilen in re- 
cent times another person was refused admission to 
a third rate guest house, also in the parish of Christ 
Church. That is, of the of thing wr 
can no longer allow to obtain. More ilLportant than 
that is ,.he necessity for allJwing every child in 
this community who leaves school, to be able to 
obtain any psition in employment iu Barbados to 
wnich their educationai achievements entitle them, 
regardless of the colour of their skin.,, under simi- 
lar conditions as the people employed at these 
That is important beca~~se  t h e ~ e  is, for instance, the 
failure of commercial banks in Bridgetowll to em- 
ploy coloured people. I can think of one bank 
which has employed coloured people, but not under 
the same conditions that they employ the white. Out 
of the three banks in the City, two have made some 
effort to employ a staff which shows 1.0 evidence of 
racial discrimination, and in  one of these, I believe, 
there is complete understanding between all the 
workers. I n  the other, coloured emplovees who have 

dCtiolls are by  the sixteenth century out- 
look and they believe that the colour of a man's $kin 
is the proper yard stick by which to judge his achieve- 
mellts and by which to judge the manner in which 
he should be treated in the con~munity in which hp 
should be placed. 
3.05 p.m. 

he himself is a coloured man, the Hon. Pre- 
rnier must be aware of all this: and therefore, i t  is 
difficult to understand him when he said sooner or 
later it will be necesssry to jntroducc this legislz- 
tion. 

A few years ago, I suggested oa the floor of 
this House that the Government should then have 
taken steps to make illegal the practice of racial d i s  
crimination in this colony. I am admitting now no 

Y ::tate secret when I say that the Acting Governor at  
W the time very concerned about .rhe suggestion, 

because 1 merely did not propose that all shops- 
z ~ d  when I say shops, I mean ad1 btlsiness placea 
which come within the legal definitinn-or i~quor 
liceneed places should be conlpelled to serve any- 
'lody who wants their service, but I also proposed 
+,hat every business place in the community should 
be compelled by law to employ a certain percentage 
of coloured people. It is not, Sir, merely enougli 
to dream that forcing any of these exclusive res- 
taurants to serve coloured people, will in itself put 
an  end to racial prejudice in  Barbados; that is sheer 
nonsense. 

As a matter of fact, by  and large, the coloured 
community in this country would be more inclined 
t o  believe that they were entitled as af right to be 

.I employed in every comn~ercial concern in the colony 

. been taken on have not been put in the category of 
the other clerical members of the staff, nor are theg 
paid the same salaries. 

i I t  seems to me that this is a matter, sir, which 
is deserving of just as much attention. Amendments 
to the Shops Act give people the right to enjoy the 
facilities of all shops ic  the country. I said a little 
earlier, Sir, that far  from saying "sooner or later" 
in the ordinary course of events, this legislatiort 
might have ib~come necessary, eight years ago. Eight 
Years ago, I think i t  was, I laid an  Address to the 
effect that all businesses, commercial and industrial 
concerns which operate in this Island, including 
commission houses, insurance companies and insur- 
ance agencies, hotels, banks, electric supply tor- 
~orat ions,  gas and telephone compani~s, warehouses, 
factories, cinemas, $armacies, and agencies for 
steamships and airways companies, etc., should be 
compelled to employ a reasonable percentage of 
Negro assistants on their clerical and other staffs 
and respectfully requested that legislation be sent 
down to the (Legislature ~ & h  this objtct in view. 

At the same time the London. Times proposeci 
that all Colonial Office officials should be prohibited 
from obtaining membership or from participating 
to any extent whatsoever in the activities of 
hotels, clubs, associattions or social or  recreation 
centres of any sort which maintained racial dis- 
crimination in any form. That suggestion c a m  
from the L d o m  Times. The Tim'es was deeply con- 
cerned over the existing f o m  of raeial diwrimina- 
tion in  many of the West Indian and African colonies 
and in an endeavour to curb it, proposed that 
Colonial Office Officials should not bba allowed to  t&e 



part in the activities of these places; and on the floor 
cf this House I suggested that the suggestions made 
111 London. T k e s  should have been given legal l u r ~ i r  
3.15 p m .  

1 imagine that is what caused the deep aoncern 
oi the Acting Governor at that time, because he d i e  
cussed the matter with me on several occasions ancl 
lie also discussed it with several members of this House. 
My recollection of the )matter is that the Hon. Premier 
was completely neutral, and his colleague at  the time. 
Mr. Sprilger, was even opposed to it. Therefore, I 
was perso~lally very gratified when at a date not 
~ e r y  far  from that, both of them were humiliated 
outside of Barbados purely because of the colour of 
their skins. 

If there had been any support for the suggestiou 
then m+e should have Lad t h ~ s  law in  Barbados long 
before nosw, there would not be any likelihood of any- 
body saying today, or even uslag as an excuse, the 
suggestion that racial discrimination had debarred 
ns from getting the placing of the Federal Capital 
here. As a matter of fact, I remember distinctly a 
buggestion by the Governor of that time (and it was 
nfit a private suggestion, it was rather public) that 
new legislation endeavouring to get around it should 
be something like the establishment of Rotary Clubs 
at which from time to time leading people of thc 
community would meet and slowly break down these 
racial barriers. The reason why that particular 
matter was so impressed on my mind was because of 
the fact that the Governor was shortly leaving this 
colony on leave and he asked me to refrain from 
pressing the matter before he came back. He never 
came back. I am not prepared to say that when he 
said so he knew he was not coming back, but it is 
rather significact that he aslred me not to press it be- 
fore he came back and then he never call-e Facl; n: 
all. 

I am of the opinion that something is needed t u  
bring certain people in Barbados to their senses and 
the only thing we can use is the force of the law. 
These is no rewon why the colour of a man's slrin 
should be the yard stick by which he should be judged 
as to whether or not he is able to buy a drink at  an3 
premises in Barbados. That is no reason at all: and 
I am emboldened in this view owing to the fact thnc 
the intelligent, the educs td  and the cultnred people 
in Barbados are among the least prejudiced. i t  
seel1.s to me that the more ignorant, the more crudp, 
the White section in Barbados is, the more colour- 
prejudiced i t  is. It reminds me of a story which I 
heard once of a girl in the Southern States of America. 
I have got the impression that it is not so much that 
the person who practises racial discrimination in Bar- 
bados feels that he is more important than the col- 
oured man, but i t  is that he feels that unless he 
tries to draw a line of demarcation against some- 
body else, he would not be able to feel in his own 
conscience that he is better than somebody. The story 
which 1 heard of the girl in the Southern States 
is to the effect that once whet1 they were removing 
all the coloured people from a little village in the 
Carolinas and taking them elsewhere in  the States 
to work in  the Coal Mines or  some industry or other, 
a little white girl was deeply concerned over the 
proposition; and on the day in question whm in- 
spectors came to take a census of the coloured peo- 
ple that they were possib?~ able to take away from 
the district, this little grl told the inspector not 
to take away all the Negroes because if they did so 
she would not have anybody to be better than. 
[Lawghte~] .  That is the attitude of mind in which 
a Section of the White people of Barbados approach 
the question. They are the U- lettered, crude and 
uncultured. You certail~ly would not Tant  them at  

your backdoor: but because they have the lily skin, 
t h y  feel they are entitled to put on airs and ex- 
hibit all the traits with which their complexion moti- 

-+ 
vates them. It is all well and good to laugh at  them 
hut i t  is also better to be able to curb thelr propell- 
sities by law. Sometimes they need to be reminded 
3f a lot of things. 

I It is deplorable that in nc~ other colony in the 
area is it even necessary to break down racial pre- 

l judice by law except in Barbados. I t  IS not so in 
Trinidad, Jamaica, nor British Guiana. There are 
kieople who live in British Guiasa wko are amazed 
a t  the racial prejudice which exists h-re. I n  Jama 
ica the boot is on the other foot. I n  Grenada and 
Dominica there is no prejudice. There is more pre- 
judice by the coloured people. I remember having , more trouble to take a German W h i ~ e  Girl at one 
of those coloured Dominican Tennis Clubs than a 

1 coloured Dominican would have to gvt to a White 
Tennis Club. The point is that i t  is not perhaps 
that those colonies do not have racial discrimina- 'r 
tion : but i t  is due to the fact that rear13 all the lan.1 

, is owned by coloured people. After emancipation, 
in the other islands, the Negroes acqu~red possessiou 

l of the greater portion of the land and that took 
place in all the other I ~ i a n d s  of the West Indies ex- 
cept Barbados. The hon. seniw member for Christ 

I Church who has lived for yea7.s in Grenada will be 
able to endorse the statement that in Gre~lada th, 
ierr \~liites there dare not attempt to exhijit anJ7 sense 
of racial superiority over the coloured people. 

I say again that we have had to resort to the 
I'orce ol law in 1956 in Barbados to curb the pre- 
judicial propensities of white people. They are ~vell 
.,eked of the idea that because the coloured people 
came here oripiilally as slaves that their descelidaats 
tnurt be for ever hewers of wood and dra~ver5 of 
water. That is the usual conception and we all know 
that custom dies hard. Anybody with the most 
aodding acquaintance of history will know that 
clavery is s historical accident, and that it has be- 
fallen every race at iolne time or the other. 4 
3.25 p m .  

I meall that there is 1-10 inherent reason why the 
descendant of a British emigrant to Barbados SOL 
years ago should regard himself as superior to a sntlll- 
drly cultured descelldant of soinebody who wac; 
brought here from Africa 300 years ago, merely be- 
cause of the colour of his skin. I n  Barbados, this 
feeling has existed an4  remained and exhibited 
itself in so many ugly forms for much longer and 
rnore persistently than in any other colony in the 
West Indies. While on the one hand to me it is a 
source of gratification to see this Bill byought on the 
floor of this House of Assembly t o d ~ y ,  on the other 
hand I regret that it has had to be resorted to ;  and 
I also regret that since i t  was obvious that its use 
was necessary, it was not done long agu. I t  would 
have served to bring t11e people of Barbados to their 
senses. 

I n  the parish which you represent, Mr. Speaker, 
i t  is not so long ago since a planter was heard to say 
that i t  is high time that we get all the Negroes back 

slavery. That is only about five years ago. That 
only reveals the state of mind of some people who are 
still living in Barbados today, people whose antece- 
dlents came here from Britain over 100 years ago. 
Many of them were deporteld by Cromwell, and if 
you go a little further back in history, Mr. Speaker, 
vou will remember that when the Romans took their 
British ancestors t o  Italy, people like Caesar re- 
garded the British as the most benighted slaves who 
had ever been brought t o  Rome. 

There is on record still the copy of a letter which 
1 Cic~ro  wrote to Atticos a s l ~ i n ~  that no more British A 
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slaves be brought to Rome because they were 
too stupid to be any good; no use could be made of 
them. The sons of children by their mothers were 
ignored and still that British race produced Shake- 
speare; that same race actually achieved world d o m  
ination. We find some of their descendants il; 
Barbados today - descendants from those same 
people whom the Romans accused of being benighted 
and incestuous: people who are now teaching ancl 
practising that the colour of their skin entitles the22 
to lord i t  over other people. 

I want to say that, in my opinion, the amend- 
ment to the Shops Act, and even the other proposed 
amendment with regard to the issuing of Liquor 
Licenses, will not go far enough; they will not mcbet 
the position in Barbados as properly as the3- should. 
By all means compel every registered place in thc 
country to place its facilities a t  the disposal of every- 
body in the country, but go further and make it plain 
to every commercial concern in this Island that they 
ore also compelled and required by law to fnrnish 
employment to coloured people of Negro cxtracti?l~ 
in  the same way in which they now employ white 
people. 

I t  will be a very slow process to wait 011 the 
gradual evolution of thought on the part of those 
people to bring about the desired improvement in 
the situation. We cannot allow it to continue, and 
I am therefore impressing upon the Government the 
necessity for the approach to the question in the 
direction that when entitled to enter places of enter- 
tainment they should also be entitled to be able to 
earn a livelihood a t  the Jim Crow Institutions in order 
to get money to take part in the facilities o2ered by 
these places of entertainment. 
3.35 p.m. 

I\fr. BRANCKER,: Mr. Speaker, 1 am sorry 
that at  the moment the honourable and learned In-  
troducer of this motion, the Premier, is not in his 
place, because there are certain legal aspects of it 
which I would like to refer to, and which i t  would 
be interesting to have him present to reply to the 
legal aspects to which I am going to refer. But as 
my friend the honourable senior member for Christ 
Church who will not only be a fellow delegate to 
the Premier, but who has a very wide and as sound a 
legal background as he has is in  his place, I know 
that he will be willing to put to the honolirable and 
learned memba for St. JosepC certain points of 
view which appeal to me in connection with this Bill. 

Now, sir, I will say that I entirely support it, 
and the points of view it represents, and I am en- 
tirely in sympathy with it. I certainly differ from 
the Introducer who stated that the immediate cans( 
of this legislation being before us today was the 
Federation Conference. I differ from him in the 
view that this is the appropriate time, because if it 
be true that distinguished delegates pal-ticular4~ 
from Trinidad are urging that in Barbados colou~ 
prejudice and racial discrimination is rampant, they 
will have all the material that they want when they 
say that just on the eve of the Federation Conferencr 
Barbados has found things so bad, so intolerable, so 
extremely intolerable, that they have had to rush 
this legislation on the Statute Book. and like 217 

rushed legislation they leave so many loopholes that 
i t  can be regarded as nothing more than a gesture of 
how we feel and a mere step in the right direction 
I would not like to think, Mr. Speaker, that this Bill. 
if it paqses in its entirety and without anv avenrl- 
~npnts. should be in hands of that shrewd and astnt" 
Trinidadian lawyer, the Hon. L. C. Hannavs. nor 
would I like to think of the criticisms he could m a k ~  
of it. Of course, i t  is not our fault that Trinidad 

has the services of all the three men whom we had 
in C. V. H. Archer, W. K. Fergusson and C. deL. 
Inniss, but I am sure, sir, that if it is intended that 
the Bill shoul4 ble drafted with no loopholes you 
should get something really and vastly superior to 
this. 

NOW, sir, in section 2, certain words are included 
which I will not deal with in  detail, but to which r 
will make reference in general. 

"No person shall be refused on account of class, 
colour or creed". 

That is %hat I am directing your attentio,~ 
to and I am asking tile honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph to focus his att5rtion on it, 
r uu are saying he shall not be refused on account 
oi race, colour or creed. \v hat does that mean? uui 
good iriend Mr. Rogers will say to any distinguished 
coioureii parson, however dignified, Mr. Speaker, 
" k'v e have had enough discrimination of race, colour 
and creed, - on the other hand, I have an  appoint- 
ment now; I have to go to &. Joseph to cut a client's 
hair, " (perhaps the honourable junior member), 
"and therefore will you please wait until I come 
back, in two hours time." Before the time is up 
Mr. Rogers telephones and is told that the distin- 
guished and dignifited coloured gentleman is still 
them, &lid he will say, "Please tell him I am very 
sorry; my car has broken down and will he still 
wait," (obviously not expecting him to wait) - and 
Mr. Rogers will have succeeded. Therefore the Bill 
has noh excluded the services of his saloon from per- 
sons 'on the grounds of race, colour or crted. 

The words "on $account of" are the words which 
I I feel do not make sense. How are ywu, going to prove 

that a person is refused on account ofi race, or colour 
or creed? It is that phrase that makes it w wide and 
vague as to be ineffective, because he will never my, 
"Well, I have refused you on account of race, colour 
or creed; but I refused because I had another appoint- 
ment:" which he might be able to prove. But  now. 
sir, it is not on& these three things which we want to 
eliminate; there is another word which I certainly 
would recommend the inclusion of, "tbe race, colour, 

or creed." I see no reason at all, Mr. Speaker, 
why "class" should not appear here, because other 
wise, you will f h d  a person who is not ,a Speaker or a 
Chief Justice, hut who is refused not on account of his 
race, or colour or  creed, but because of his class, be 
cause he i6; only middle or upper working class ox 
sometihing of the kind ; and after all, we should go1 all 
out against discriminnhion. You know, sir, it was some 
years ago in Barbados that a gentleman, who turned 
cut to be one of the most distinMuished intercolonia1 
and international cricketers the Caribbean ever pro- 
duced, was blackballed from Spartan on account af 
class. That is1 a thing which we should a t t m p t  t o  
tackle just a? we are tackling this other discrimin- 
ntion. There is no po;l~t dealing with one aspect and 
leaving another aspect; i t  is just as bad. That is wh;., 
because of the threc successive blackballings of that 
gentleman, Empire Club was formed. 

Well, sir, i t  will be recalled that as: long ago a s  
hlarch of last year, I queried of the Hon. Premier 
bibself whether it was then his knowledge that re- 
cently ce~ ta in  barber saloons i ~ j  this colony had re- 
Rlsed to attend gentlelnen of colour and would the 
C ovemment submit a quediaunaire to every practis- 
ing barber in this islatnd eilyu'ring into the policy of 
his business in regard to racial and colour discrimin- 
ation. I am wondering, sir. if the honourable mem- 
ber of the Cabinet would be in a position to say in  the 
absence of the learned Premier whether that sugges- 
tion was adopted, whether a questionaire was even 
sent out to prat is ing barbers, and if so, if it be n ~ t  tt  



state secret, what was the nature of the replies to tha 
que~tionnaire. 
3.45 pm.  

And then I went on in my third question of 15t 
March, 1955 to suggest that Government take step 
by legislation or otherwise, to ensure that no raci: 
or colour discrimillation is practised in the barbt 
saloons of this colony. Mr. Speaker, I think the1 
are no copies of replies to these questjcns. 

Now, Sir, there is another legal aspect to th 
matter and it is in  reference to the penalty whic 
is only a, maximum of $500 or a term of imprisor 
ment not exceeding six months. I am not sugges 
ing that the proprietors of all these places are C 

the Rogers, etc. standard. The hon. senior inember fa 
St. Joseph said that t,his Bill was for the purpoe 
of including certain of those club houses and hotel 
on the Gold Coast. I imagine that the p~oprietor c 
one of those places on the Gold Coast which chargt 
$36.00 (U.S.) or $75.00 (B.Tv.I.) per day ~rould 1.15 

a fine of $500.00 to refuse Paul Robeson, MI: 
Audrey Jeffers or any distinguished visitors lik 
those from buying anything at  their Club. I irr 
agine the proprietors of those places paying a fin 
of $500 in order to satisfy their clientele from th 
United States of America, South of the Maso 
Dixie Line, or wherever the present cczstomers com 
from. Of course, thcse places w o ~ ~ l d  not worr 
members of this Chamber very much. 

Looking around this table, I only see the h01 
junior member for St. Andrew who would go t 
those places for entertainment. Speaking for th 
rest of us, we would go if we were nct required t 
Pay. 

I am submitting that the penalty of $50 
should be higher; you can leave the imprisonmen 
t e r n  as i t  is a t  six months. The amount of $500 i 
too small for those wealthy establishments to pa. 
for the privilege to discriminate in 3 country lik 
this where the population is 80% Col.,ured. 

Let us consider this question c f  the barbe 
saloons. I have heard it said during the past f e ~  
days by a legal man who might well be the lega 
advisers to some of those saloons as Mr. Roger> 
"you know we can get around this Act ver: 
easily. We will charge such a price a., to chase col 
oured people from tbese places. We will put up  out 
side a price of 15/- or 16/- for a hair cut and tha 
would chase all coloured people from those places 
They will not be able to go there. When our cus 
tomers come, they will be charged the same sum o 
two shillings." That is bluff. There are too man: 
!oop holes a r d  w5de avenues through which an  as 
tute lawyer can slide out, so mv suggestion to remedj 
that is through the Labour Department. Let tht 
Ikbour Department prescribe a standdrd price fol 
a haircut, and if that actual price is prescribe3 
people will not be able to resort to  'hat device o! 
stating a price which one would nom;lly regard a: 
a price for mil l i~laires  (A VOICE: 1 would sug 
gest that it be 116.1 An hon. member suggests tha' 
the price sKould be 1/6. I would welcome that be 
cause my tonsorial artist still insists on charging 
3/-, but  he does not discrimirate. Of course one 
can go as often as one likes: one can go fortnightly 
or every three or four weeks I say again that a 
standard price is one of the ways of coi)ivg with that 
means whereby Mr. Rogers and his oonfreres will 
*ry to refuse coloured patronage. 

Now, Sir, in dealing with this subject of clis- 
crimination, this particular Bill has beer: regarded 
as urgent because of the impending Federation Con- 
ference. The argument, has been put forward that 
if you site the Feaeral Capital here it ~ u l d  be a 
very d s c u l t  place to bsve it, 'because distirguished 

people like Mr. Manley, Mr. Bird and bo on, would 
not be readily accepted a t  the expensive and elab- 
orate establishments in this place. But I think W: & 
must aLo consider that as a matter of policy i r  our 
anti-discrimination legislation we should consider 
cases such as Schools. We know how the Codrington 
High School and St. Wirifred's Girls' only take 
children whom one would call real white or people 
who would pass for white. Those are the very fair 
people who try to avoid coloured as~ociations, lest 
they be darkened in the minds of thoee who are in 
closer p roxh i ty  to them. 

I commend the consideration of similar legis- 
lation to deal with Schools which pursue and prac- 
tise a policy of discripination. They do not admit 
i t  in their constitution; they do ro t  write i t  up on 
placards; but we know there are those which will 
not accept as pupils people who come within the 
category of brunettes - those people who are 
of a dark shade are normally called brunettes. Ther? 
is no use making a fuss of Barber salilons alone. I 
wocld say t%at there are schools which are also dis- 
criminating and you should curb them in  their 
policy. After all, a school is where til. children of 
today will be the adult!, of tomorrow and that is the 
one place where children should not bc brought up 
in a segregated state. I n  the United Stntes they have 
brouglit up anti-segregation legislation, and in Bar- 
badoc; a person can open a Private School and say 
he is ilot taking certain children, the reason given 
is because of the colour of those children. 

On the other hand, I think the  hot^. and learned 
senior member f o r  St. Joseph, if he h ~ s  to meet Mr. 
Eannays or Mr. Gomes in discussing the Federal 
Capital about colour discrimination, will say that 
there is no more colour discrimination in Barbados 
than there is in Trinidad. I know if the hon. senior 
member for St. Joseph has to get more data from 
people in Trinidad who are not fanatical and wh,) 
would not object to giving thc information, he will 
discover that in Trinidad there are Clubs :ad  various 
3rivate scho~ls  where there is as much discrimina- 
tion as there is here. Discrimination to the highest 
extent exists in  that colony in both cases. As I was 
saying, now that you are dealing with this thing, do 
not just deal with i t  in the one aspect ss  regards the 
shops; let us deal with i t  as a whole. Let us deal 
with it in our edacational institutions and in regard 
not only to race, colour or creed but also in regard 
to class. 
3.55 p.m. 

As I said, sir, when we come to the ulattrl 
specifically, not only do I hope t h a n  will be a con- 
siderable tightening up of this phrase "on account 
of the race, colour or creed of such person" because 
it seems to me that defending Counsel will have an 
easy task if a charge is brought against anybody. If  
a person is charged with refusing someone access to 
a shop, or the facility or amenity offered to 
public by any shop, and the charge says "on =count 
af the race, colour or creed of such person" how can 
you prove that that person has refused access be- 
cause of co lo~r ,  race or creed? As you know, Sir, 
he prosecution must prove its case; if you prosecute 
omebody in the Police Magistrate's Court, the law 
ays that you must prove beyond all reascnable doubt 
hat the defendant is guilty. How are you going to 
rove a person guilty of a charge brought under this 
Lct if you aIIow this Clause to remain as i t  is?  The 
lerson is not going to say that he refused awess to ans7 
lerson on account of race, colour or creed. I submit 
hat this phrase needs deletion and an effective sub- 
titute to replace it. 

I realise that tinLe is fleeting, but you have a 
srge Staff in the Attorney General's Chambers of 5 L 
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g~ersosls - there is a vacancy at the ~~ io~n~x l i t  - ailu 
they should be able to put  their heads together, li 

they are sincere in  backing up  the Governmeilt in 
this matter; otherwise, if a person is charged, I do 
not see how he could be convictecl under this Sectioll 
3s it is now. A person is not going to put  up on hib 
onsiness place "cats and dogs not admitted." 1 l o ~ ~ -  
ever, when we go into Committee on this Gill, I hop2 
t h ~ t  the honourable senior member for Christ Church 
ancl the Hon. Premier will be back in their places 
dnd we will be able to do something about this 
matter. 

I have heard that the penalty of $X0 xi11 
mean anything to the big proprietors of the $76 a 
day hotels. No less than a fine of $2,500 as the 
maximum k e  would possibly raget the ends of jus- 
tice and act as a deterrellt to the ~vrll-to-c10 peoplr 
who eater to these prejudiced Canadian millionaires. 

The quest im that this Bill ba now rcad a second 
time was put and resolved in the affirmdive witlcout 
division. 

On the motion of Horn. Dr. H. G. H .  CUNVTJ-S, 
seconded b y  Horn. B. G. MAPP, iMr. SPEAKER Left 
the Chair, and the Ho~cse wdnt into Conzntitfee ~1 
the Bill, Mr. BMITH being in the Chair. 

~ l a ~ ~ s e s  1 ancl 2 were called nad passed. 
Hon. Dr. 11. G. IT. ClJiCI9IlNS: Mr. Chairman, ! 

beg to move that vou do now report the passing of the 
8ill in Committee. 

TTun. X. G. MAPP : I beg to second that. 
3Ir. BRAKCKER: Mr. Chairman, I a n  very 

sorry that the passing of this Bill in Committee has 
b ~ e n  lrloved so qldclily ~vhlle I was trying to find an  
efiectire amendm~nt to Clause 2. 1 beg to move thal 
Clause 2 be re-committed. 

Mr. CIIAIIZ3UN : 'Phe motion has not been - 
ond~c',. 

The qz~estion tlzat the Ghairszan do now report 
flce pnssiqzg of the Bill in Comntittee was p ~ ~ t  and rs- 
solvecl in the nffinnative taitlzozct clivision. 

The Chairman reported ancl Mr.  Xpeaker re- 
sumed the Clznir mzd repcrtcd ccccordingly. 

Hon. Dr. H .  G.  H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
bey to move that this Bill be now read a third time. 

Hon. X. G. MAPP : I beg to second that. 
4.05 ?.m. 

Mr. BEANCKER: If I may just say a word on 
the third reading of this Bill, because all legislation 
has to go from this Chamber to another Chamber, and 
what I say now may reach the other Chamber ; and i t  
may inspire some Hon. Mentber of that Chamber to 
see and act on what I ha\-e said about the inclusion of 
that phrase "on account of" in  Clause 2 of this Bill. 
My suggestion is that this clause should read as it is 
with the exclusion of that phrase "on account of the 
race, colour or creed of such person." 

In other words, Clause 2 should read, "no per- 
son shall be refused opportunity to avail himself of 
any facility, service or amenity offered to the publio 
by any shop by way of trade or business or  incidental 
thereto on account of the race, colour, class or creed 
CL' such person. " 

If you leave i t  a t  "on account of rice, colour or 
creed" you are simply saying nobody shall be re 
fused, nobody c m  be refused. I suggest that this 
particular thing might be amended. 

The quesction that this Bill be read a third f i m  
was put m d  resolvad in the afit'nwative wi tho~! f  
clivision. 

On mtofioln of H m .  Dr. H.  G. H.  CUMiMINP. 
.ceconded b y  Heal. R. Q. MAPP, the Bill was then 
pnssdd and the Tzjtle agreed to.  

LEAVE TO TAKE ORDEE NO. 16 

Hon. Dr. 11. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 
there is only one other Item, that is Item 16. I t  is t > 
cio with the st&g of the Labour Exchange and ir, 
kiew of the fact that agents from England mill soon 
be here to recruit workers, it is rather urgent. I am 
asking leave to take Order No. 16, as the next Order 
of the Day, and 1 am asking that the hon. senior 
member for St. l'homas be able t o  take cisarge of i t  
in the absence of the Hon. Premier. 

Tl~erc  being 920 objection leave was granitecl the 
Hon. Mknister. 

THE (CIVIL ESTABLISHMENTJ (GENERAL) 
(AMENDMENT) ORDER, 1956 

Labour Department 

X .  ' l :  l h e  next iirder oi  he Day 
stands in the name of the Hon. Ninister ior  'l'rade, 
intiustry ancl Labour, on behalf of the Iion. l'remier 
to deal ~ i t h  the following ICesolution: Resolution to  
apprcve the Order entitled "The Civil &stablishment 
(General) (Amendment) Order, 1956. " 

Hon. li. G. &TAP?: Mr. Speaker, the object 
uf t h ~ s  General Establishment Order, is to increase 
the staff a t  the Labour Department, and also to nla1.e 
provision for permanent staff instead of the tempor- 
a l ~ -  staff at  the iilmployment Exchange and brii~ging 
Li:r adciitio~lal staff thereto. Memisers will iillow, 
very receiltljr thcr Labour Department has beell und,ar 
severe strain owing to the increased number of emi- 
grants that hal-e been going abroad. That has thrown 
an increased burdpn on the staff of the Labour De- 
p~rt inc nt, ancl the Employment Exchange can hardly 
c.ope 11ith the pressure that has been brought to bear 
upon it with its limited resources. 

i therelore hnd i t  necessary t u  bring c iuwi l  tnis 
Li'i~ler 1na1;ing provision for increased staff for these 
i\vo Departments. 1 may say, Mr. Speaktr, that 
members will remember that during the last &stun- 
ates, l told the IIouse that we were considering this 
matter of increased staff at the Labour Department 
ailcl proposals for increasing staff were put  to the ad- 
~nmistration; but due to one reason or another - I 
believe the pressure brought on by the hurricane 
arid other things probably delayed this matter a bit 
- i t  has now reached the House this year instead 
of sbme time last year as hoped. A t  the present 
moment at  the Labour Department there is the Labour 

cmmissioner, and he is acting, - Mi. Pickwoad is 
in Eng-land as Liaison Officer, Mr. Jack is Acting 
Commissioner - there are three inspectors and one 
Long Grade Clerk - Mr. Pollard has been made 
senior clerk in the Department - and other tem- 
porarv staff dealinp with emigration schemes. 

Now, Sir, the result of the recently promote? 
emigration has been that the Acting Commissiorer 
!:,I; had to divide nluch of his time to the Emigra- 
tion Scheme and also some of the staR', so that  the 
ordinary business of the Labour Department has 
fallen into arrears and is not dealt with as expedi- 
tiously as it should be, and therefore, this is 
urgently needed so that the staff of the Labour De- 
~),rrtrnc.nt can cope with the additional duties and the 
new burders to be thrown on their shoulders by 
such Acts as have been put  on the Statute Book. 
The House will also be aware that the Employment 
Exchange which is now in Synagogue Lane has ha3 
to deal with an extraordinary amount of placings 
and registrations-and these registrations are in- 
creasing every day by hundreds-and it is impossible 

, for the present staff to cope with the situatior. So 



it is -igently necessary that we increase the staff 1 ADJOURNMENT 
of these-two Departments. l + 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move 
I therefore, beg to move that this Order do now that this House do now adjourn until Tuesday next 

pass. 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to sec- 

ond that. 
The quest& put and reso1ved in the 'fG 

mative without divisi0.n. 

31st January, 1956, at 3 o'clock p.m. 
Hon. R. G.  MAPP: I beg to sccond that. 
T h e  question that this House do now a d j m  

m put and resolved in t h e  a f imta t i ve  & t h t  
afvkion, a& Nr.  SPEAKER the House 
accordhgly. 

T h e  Order Paper having 71een @ed. 4.20 p.m. 
t, 




