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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday 3rd July, 1956

Pursuant to the adjournment the House of

Assembly met at 3 o’slock p.m- today.
Present

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HusBaxps (Speaker®,
Hon, G. H. Apams, CM.G., Q.C,, BA. (Premier),
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. Cuvmmins, C-B.E. M.D, CM,
{ Minister of Social Seri1ces); Hon. M. E. Cox (Min-
sster of Communications., Works and Housing), Mr.
L. E. Smrrn, J.P., (Chatrman of Committecs), Hon.
R. G. Mapr (Minister of Trade Industry and Labour),
Mr. F. C. Gooparp (Leader of the Opposilion), Mr.
J. A. HavynEs, B.A., Mr. J. C. MortLey Mr. E. St.A.
Houper, Mr. V. B. VAveHaN, Hon. C. E. Tanmas,
t Mimister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries),
Mrs. E. E. Bour~t, ard Mr. J. C. Tupor, M.A.

Prayers were read.

MINUTES.
Mr. SPEAKER: I bhave the honour to inform

the House that the Micutes of the last meeting ars
not yet ready for confirmation.

DOCUMENTS

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that T have received the Flinancial Report
of the Accountant General of Barbados for the month
ended 30th April, 1956.

BILL. RETURNED

Mr. SPEAKER: T have the honour to inform
the Iouse that I have veceived from the Other
Place the following :—-

The Legislative Ccunecil have the honour to re-
turn to the Honourabie the House of Assembly a
Bill intituled an Act to acquire certain lands and
rights over lands to be used in connection with the
establishment of an Oceanographic Research Statiot
and for the payment of compensation therefore and

passed with an amendment which is shewn written
cn the Bill. '
H. A. CUKE
President.
The Legislative Couneil Chamber,

19th June, 1956.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
tne House that I have received a letter accompanied
Ey a Medical Certificate from Dr. A. L. Stuart
certifying that the Marshal is unable to attend the
meeting of the House today.

PAPERS LAID

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr.- Speaker, I am commanded
by His Excellency to lay the following:— *‘State-
ment of Post Office Advances for payment of Money
Orders to 30th April, 1956."’

Hon. R~ G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, 1 am com-
manded by His Excellency to lay the Report of ths
Public Utilities Board for the year 1955.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Government Notices ware given as follows :—

Hon- G. H. ADAMS: Resolution to place the
sum of $1,398 at the disposal of the Governor-iu-
Executive Committee to supplement the Estimates
1956—57, Part I — Current, as shown in the Sup-
plementary Estimates 1956—57, No. 10 which form
the Schedule to the Resolution.

Hon. Dr. H. G. . CUMMINS: Bill to amena
the Medical Registration Act, 1911.

Hon. Dr- H. G. H. CUMMINS: Bill to amend the
Customs Tariff Act, 1921.

Hou. R. G. MAPFP: Bill to amend the Customs
Tariff Act, 1921.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS. Mr. Speaker, 1
beg to give notice of my intention to move the Homnse
into Committee of Supply at its next meeting to
deal with the Money Resolution of which notice has
sust been given.

PRIVATE NOTICE

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, T rise to give notice
«f my intention to move the passing of-the followiny

fcr matters connected therewith which has been | Address to His Excellency the Governor:—
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The House of Assembly
To
His Ezxcellency The Governor

The House of Assembly is of the opinion that
some record should be made of the signing of tle
Urder-in-Council setting up the RBritish Caribbean
Federation.

2. The House therefore respectfully requests
Your Excellency to consult the Governments of tne
participating territories with a view to securing their
approval of an entreaty of Her Majesty the Queen.
that Her Majesty be graciously pleased to permit a
departure from custom by allowing a photographic
record to be made of the signing of the Order-in-
Couneil.

3. ‘The House makes this request feeling certain
that the citizens of the future Dominion should be
able to follow with pride the unfolding chapte. ~f
their history and affectionately associate Her
Majesty with it.
. 4. The House further suggests that if the
Governments agree, the Commissioner for the prepa-
ation of the Federal Organisation be asked to take
the necessary steps to have the request laid with his
humble duty, before Her Majesty at an early oppor-
tunity.

3.25 p.m.

T am also asking leave to proceed with the pass-

ing of this Address today.

QUESTIONS

Mr. HOLDER: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the
hon. junior member for St. Michael I beg to give
notice of the following question :—

To enquire of the Hon. Minister of Communications,

Works and Housing :—

Is the Government aware of the fact that there 1s
in existence certain maps and surveyor’s plans, show-
ing a Public Road along the seashore leading from
Lower Fontabelle, Land’s End, Old Burial Ground,
Goodland, Brighton, Spring Garden, Danesbury,
Walmer Todge, The Fort, Bats Rock and Prospect
where the above road joined the Black Rock Road?

9. If the answer to the above question is in the
affirmative, will Government give immediate and
favourable consideration to the repairing and/or
rebuilding of the said roads, so as to provide:—

(a) an additional ancillary road to and from

the proposed Deep Water Harbour, and

{b) the restoring of the use of the said roads to

the general publiec.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

Hon. Dr. H. '¢. H. CUMMINS: 1 beg to move
move that the Bill to amend the Medical Registra-
tion Act, 1911 be read a first time.

Hon. M. E. Cox: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that the Bill to amend the Customs Tariff Aect, 1921
be read a first time. ..

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the af firm-
ative without divistom.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: 1 beg to move that the Bill
to amend the Customs Tariff Aet, 1921, be read a
first time.

Hon. M. B. COX: T bec to second that.

The question was put and, resolved wn the affirin-
ative without division.

AMENDMENTS TO OCEANOGRAPHIC BILL

Hon. Dr. H. ¢. H. CUMMINS: Mr, Speaker,
I am asking leave to take the amendments from the
Other Place to the Act to acquire certain lands and
rights over lands to be used with the establishmeut
of the Oceanographic survey and compensation
therefor and matters connected therewith,

Mr. GODDARD: Mr, Speaker, I have no ob-
iection in facilitating Government in doing the
amendments first, but would certainly like fo see a
copy of them because we do not know what they are.
How are we going to aceept these amendements with-
out copies? If they can produce copies, 1 will be
prepared.

ton. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, the Other
Flace has cut out a portion of the section which the
House passed which said that . —

“‘In determining for the purposes of this section
whether the annual value of any land is diminished
by reason of the exercise or enjoyment of any
scheduled right, and in assessing any compensation
under this section in respect thereto it shall be as-
sumed that the land cannot be restored to the condi-
tion in which it would be put for the exercise or
enjoyment of any scheduled right.”

For the purposes of this section, no account
chall be taken of any diminution or depreciation in
value ascribable only to loss of pleasure or amenity.'”

From what I read of the debate from the Otier
Place and from correspondence in the daily news-
paper it appears that there is some dispute as to
whether the existence or non-existence of sharks is an
smenity. The Other Place has cut out this section so
apparently if the existence of sharks makes the land
more valuable they will pay more money for it.
That is all I can see in it.

The question for proceeding with the amend-
ments from thd Other Place was pul. the House divid-
ig as follows

Ayes: Mr. Smrra, Hon. G. H. Apams, Hon, Dr.
Cuaaixs: Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. B. Tarma, Hon.
R. G. Mapp. Mrs. Bourne. Mr. Howper. Mr. T, O.
Bryax, Mr. VaveHAN and Mr. J. C. Morrney—11.

Noes: Mr. Crawrorp. Mr. Tupor. Mr. ALLDER,
Mr. Haynes and Mr. GopparD—>o.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, as I said, the
Other Place cut out Sub-section 4 of Section 8 which
¢speaks of compensation in respect to scheduled rights.
'he whole of section 8 deals with compensation and
it speaks of giving it compensation in respect oi
which any scheduled right is exercised in the schedule
and it should be payable if the Value of land should
te diminished; the rights being to put poles in the
land outside the Research Station in order to take
lines or cables to the sea and so on.

3.35 p.m.

That is the meaning of scheduled rights. It
makes provision for the payment of compensation
to the owners of the land across which you aras
taking these cables and in which vou are erecting
poles. In one of the sub-sections, it says this:—

“For the purpose of this section, no aceount
shall be taken of any diminution or depreciation in
value ascribable only to loss of pleasure or amenity.”’

That is an ordinary provision which you put
m Bills and conveyvancee dealing with things of this
sort. The Other Place in its wisdom, (I hope I say
it without offence,) has seen fit to cut that out,
althongh in normal circumstances, I would suggest
1that we should refuse to accept an amendment cf
this sort because in the circumstances, at that part
~f the Island, it is difficult to say that there can be
any diminution or depreciation in value due to loss

9
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of pleasure or amenity- Nobody can bathe at the
North Point; however, if I am in order 1o say this,
aceording to accounts appearing in the Press, the
point was raised as to whether sharks are in that
vicinity or not. Apparently, the owner of this land
is annoyed that it was said in the Other Place that
sharks are there.

Whatever may have operated in the minds of
the Other Place, we have to assume that they have
acted on the highest principles in entting this sukb-
section out. The United States Government has beca
esking us since January to treat this matter with
the utmost urgency, anrd this is now July. There is
no point therefore in my asking this House to reject
the amendment of the Other Place; we hLave been
prodded by the Colonial Office and The United States
CGovernment to get this matter through. For those
reasons, I do suggest to hon. members that they
accept this amendment, although it is the sori of
amendment with which in.normal cirecumstances, we
would not be willing to agree. If the owner of this
land can say ‘‘as a result of my having to sell to
you, I am losing some amenity or some pleasure,”
seeing the rising sun or tne »etting sun, whichever
it is, the assessors wily take gnto consideration what
hie may have lost.

I do not think tha. we should waste any more
time in this Chamber witn this matter, it temg so
simple; I suggest that we suould accept this amend-
ment. [ therefore beg to move that this amendment
be now read a first time.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to second
that.

Mr. GODDARD:
on the principle or our not having on this side of
the House any copies of this amendment. 1 appreci-
ate very much the urgency with which this matter
should be handled and for that reason, I am quite
prepared to go on with 1t now. As regards the
encroachments whiecn may or may not exist, that
is purely a matter for the Arbitration Court when-
aver they decide te gin.

Many of us have heard about the area being
a shark infested area; the owner of this plantaticn
Lus stated that in his lifetime, he has never known
anybody to be bitten or attacked by a shark. ile
is entitled to his rights. Whether this sub-seetion
1¢ left in or not should not make any difference to
him. On these grounds and with the urgency witn
which I know the Government of the United =tates
expects this matter to be handled, because it has
Leen delayed for g very long time, I am prepared
to go on with it today. The only reason for my ob-
jection to proceeding with this matter today is that
wa should have been given the amendment in 2
written form before we come into the House, an:l
if that is too late, then let us have the amendmen
when we sit in the Honse. We cannot do any business
without any documeni: in front of us, and expect
us to refresh our memories of what took place n
the Other Place from the mewspaper report.

Mr. ALLDER: A< long as the Governmen:
Beneh disrespects other hon. members on this side
ef the Chamber, we have the right to refuse to
bandle any matter which is presented to ue regard-
less of whoever wants it dome expeditiously. The
amendment could have been considered today if the
written formality had been adhered to. It is custom-
ary for copiecs of amendments made by the Other
Place to be presented to hon. members of this Cham-
ber so that they can be guided: but the Hon. Pre-
mier knows that he has a majority to vote and deal
with the matter today and therefore he proceeded
with it- That is great disrespect to this Chamber.

I opposed this matter purely i

¥

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must not
disrespect the vote of the House.

Mr. ALLDER: I am not doing that. The hon.
member knows what I have just said, and therefore
he is taking advantage of us in this respect that the
amendment in itself seems to be very technical and
he cannot claim to be speaking for all the members
of this House. He can make a statement, regardiess
of how technical a matter is, and he has his members
to vote for it. As regards other hon. members, a
copy of the amendment is due to us especially since
the Hon. Premier has read it cut. Since the Hon.
Premier has read out the amendment, it seems to
be a highly technical matter; he cannot just read it
out and expect hon. members to follow it. I cannot
follow it, and I hope that I will not be asked to
vote in one way or the other on the matter, hecause
t ghall abstain from dJdcing so.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Rules of this House do
not allow any hon. meinber to abetain from voting
as long as he remains in the House.

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 agree in the main with
the arguments advanced by the hon. members on
ny left, but I rise to say that this is the first time
that we have had an admission from the Government
Bench that the American Government has had to
prod the British Goverrment, the Colonial Office aud
the Local Goverument into activity in this matter.
Some weeks ago, when I rose in this House, and
sajd that the American Government was very appre-
hensive over the dclay, and were expressing concern
about it, I was told that that was not true. Now
today, we have heard for the firsi time thet the
American Government has been actually aecusing
them cf temporizing in this matter and have express-
¢d apprehension over thc delay or inactivity (or both)
of the Local Governmext and {he British Government
iv this matter.

I repeat what I said on that occasion; the
American Officials in the West Indies, not necessarily
‘n Barbados have claimed that they were of the
opinion that the Britisk Government was holding up
the matter. It now appears clear to me. from what
has been said by the Government, that the allega-
udcn has been justified even now, because of the
fact that there appeared to be such an unnecessary
d-lay in bringing the watter to a conclusion.

245 pm.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, now that the single
copy of this amended Bill which is in possession of
the House is now in 1y hands, I am in a position
to speak better om it. it is interesting to know (and
I think this ought to bz said for the record) that we
have been asked today to comsider a matter without
the document and to consider it on the spur of the
nmoment,

I listened to the Hon. Premier recommending
*o the House to accept this amendinent and I under-
stood from him, beecavse all he had to say was all
all that was said, that the amendment was of no
great importance and it could be accepted. From a
preliminary gianece at it, he seems to be right but the
point which | wisa to make is that it is quite inu-
pertinent to expect us to consider this amendment
with such haste and without even having seen it
before and not to upbraid the Other Place for wast-
ing the time of the Awmericans by having sent back
this amendment to u3 which in my opinion might
well have not been moved.

If the argument is that we must not waste time,
and if the admission by the Hon. Premier himself
it is not the sort of amendment that there needs to
be any controversy about, then the Other Place need-
«J not to have made the amendment, since theo
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amendment does not effect the main purpose of the
Act 50 as to prevent the place from being bought.

I think 1 was was my colleague-—the hon. senior
member for St. Lucy — who when the Bill was ba-
fore us, drew attentiov, just as the Other Place has
done, to this Clause which is the subject of con-
roversy between the Other Place and us and the
arguments which were nsed by the Other Flace were
r-artly used by my colleague. I wish to say that therc
is nothing wrong with what they have suggested, but
since this amendment is so slight, they need not
bave wasted their time and ours.

I have no objection to this amendment but I wish
to enter this protest. 1 agree with the hon. junior
member for Christ Charch and the hon. senior mem-
ber for St. John that great discourtesy has been
shown to this House. I am not reflecting on the vot:
which has just been passed. But even on a slight mat-
ter like this, could it not have been found possible
to type 24 copies of this proposed amendment and
:ireat the House with the courtesy to which it is

ue?

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, i wish to
apologise to the Opposition for assuming that in the
case of a simple amoendment like this, it was un-
necessary to go to \he expense of typing and cyclo-
styling copies. The nor. senior member for St. John
scemed to suggest to the Government that the Op-
position has mno intelligence whatsoever. Let me say
that we have in the past have had corrections from
the Other Place in the form of a semi-colon in place
of a comma; we have had corrections as to the year
in which a Bill should date.

T am sorry if I am interrupting the hon. senior
.nember for St. John from reading the Advocale
Newspaper but inasmuch as he made the point seem-
sugly against the Government, I am assuring him
that the Government will not disrespect the protest
wnicih be maae regarcding the intelligence of the
Opposition. I wang to assure him that so long as our
tinances will stana the expenditure in future every
comma will be typed out and handed to the opposi-
tion.

This is a sumple amendment. We say we must
1ot take into consideration what was difficult to
assess. For example, 1f a man nhas his house facing
east, that means something to him- We say that
could not be assesed in pounds, shillings and pence,
therefore that could not be taken into consideration.
The Other Place has said that you must take that in-
to consideration. All T have been able to gather from
the debate in the Other Place through the perusal
of the Press report is that a remark was made that 1t
was a shark infested area and objection was taken
to that statement. Personally, if T had a place to
gell which was a shark infested place I would boost
it but apparently some people think that such a
place would not raise as much money.

The Opposition have proclaimed to us that,
never mind however simple the amendments to 2
Bill may be, we should let them read them. In future,
we will set out every letter from A to Z so that the
Opposition will not have any opportunity of saying
that we did not tell them about it. I apologise to the
House for having wasted this time in replying.

The question that the amendment be now read
a first time was put ang resolved in the affirmativ:
without division.

On separate motins of Hon. G. H. ADAMS.
zeconded by Hon. Dr- H. G. H. CUMMINS in each
case, the amendment was read a seccond time and
agreed to.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of Day stands
in the name of the Hon. Minister of Social Services:

to move the House into Committee of Supply to con-
sider the grant of sums of money for the serviee of
the colony.
Hon, Dr- H. G. H CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
I beg to move that Your Honour do now leave the
Chair and the House go into Committee of Supply.
Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that.

The question was pul and resolved in the affwr
mative without division and the House went inio
Commattee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being in the
Chair,

Supplementary Estimate No. 9 Transport
Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, this Resolu-

tion is divided into six parts. It deals with, first of

all a sum of $110,000 to meet the deficit on e
working of the Transport Board from the 24th
August, 1955 until the 30th June, 1956, The secrad
item is for the sum of $2,245 to engage the services
prort services of Barbados- The third item is for the
sum of $750 to pay an honoraria to eertain members
of the staff of the Department of Highways and
iransport who were ergaged in the taking over of
the buses.

The fourth Item is a revote of $8,795 to which
the House has already agreed to engage the services
of an expert from the United Kingdom to give evi-
demce on behalf of the Government in a case whieh
will come off very soon regarding some of these
buses. The fifth Item, Mr. Chairman is the sum
of $25,000 to purchase a Leyland Diesel Bus to seat
44 passengers in order to demonstrate to the public
the type of transportation facilities which Govern-
ment intends to provide for them: and the last item
is for $75,500 to provide accommodation for hous-
ing these units and also for work shops.

Now, Sir, I am well aware of the fact that
the criticism of the Transport service and Transport
Board has more or less gained momentum in these
recent days not because, Mr. Chairman, the service
is so bad or because it is worse than what it used
to be when owned by private people, but because
Sir, as we know this is Election year: and as such
the Opposition—those who wish us well but on the
other side—have to find something out of whiec:
they can make capital. In addition, Sir, more
particularly with the local Press, we are all aware
of the fact that the Qovernment can do nothing
that is right where the Advocale newspaper i-
concerned; and this mewspaper of course being
interested in big business, would at all times be
opposed to the Government rumning any sort of
service in this Island. As a matter of fact as you
know, Sir, they always support free enterprise ir-
respective of whether or not the price of the com-
modity is within the purchasing power of the
community.

Now, Mr. Chairman, as regards the other item,
perhaps 1 should say before going further, how
much I thank the Hon. Leader of the Oppositior
for sending me a questionnaire in advance in order
that I may be able to prepare the necessary re-
plies: and while I may not make specific reference,
I hope the hon. member will be following me ag I
make various points whieh even indirectly will be
a reply or replies to the guestions which he posed.

Now, as regards the $110,000, the operating
deficiency to the 30th June, is $95,000, unlike the
rumour in the Press that it was half million do}-
lars and also from the hon. junior member for St
Liucy that the Government had been operating at
a logs of Lalf million dollars and all that nonsense
The operating deficiency up to the 30th of this
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anounth is $95,600; tae other $15,000 is to purchase
50 new tyres for these buses at an average of $100
per tyre. Now, perhaps if members will follow me,
they will see from the figures I shall give that
-while it appears to be a loss, in actual practice
it is not a loss when you take these points into
consideration; and even if it were a loss, I am
sure that when we took over the buses, when the
Resolution for $30,000 was before this House, the
Qovernment did not at that time give the guarantee
that thig service would be operated at a profit evc

though our ultimate aim is that is should operate
.at a profit.

-4.05 pm.,

Now, Sir, the faet is that the number of buses
taken over, as members will remember was 116.
Now at the time it was agreed by letters between
‘the Government and former concessionaires that
the Government would take over all serviceable
vehicles and spare parts, though unfortunately for
us—perhaps 1 should have said it at an earlier

stage—there were some vehicles, I think between

five and six, which were taken over and which have
not up to now proved to be serviceable. 1 should
say that because it is commown property to quite a
number of people, and the buses are still lying on
the ground and I am not sure if any hand ean be
made of them. They have never worked from the
time they were taken over.

Perhaps at a later stage some investigation
will reveal the true situation.

Now, Mr. Chairman, since we have taken over
these buses, we have had to purchase

Mr. BARROW: Omn a point of Order. The

hon. member is revelling in having taken over |

buses, but my recollection. is that this Tranpsort
Board Bill was dealt with sometime in August
last year, and the buses were handed over to an
independent Statutory Board. I am therefore ask-
ing for a Ruling Mr. Chairman. 1 presume that
you are still the Chairman of Committees and not
the hon. senior member for St. Joseph whom I wish
would keep quiet. I am asking whether the hon.
senior member for St. Michael took over the buses
or whether the Act which provides for the estab-
lishment of a Transport Board has been repealed
and the buses are now in his custody and possession.

Hon. M. E. COX: That is not a point of
Order. The hon. member is omly interrupting me.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, you will
make your own Ruling in the fulness of time. My
point is that these two Resolutions are out of Or-
der because there is no authority under any Aect
for bringing forward either of them. If you scrun-
tinize the Transport Board Act, you will see that
an independent Statutory Authority was set up
with powers to borrow money, to raise loans and
to look after matters of that kind. It is not a
Governmdnt Department; it is an independent
Statutory Board, so much so that His Honour_the
‘Speaker made Rulings on two separate occasions
that even questions concerning the running of this
Board were out of order at the time when the ques-
tions were submitted.

Hon. M. E. COX: The hon. member is only
interrupting me.

Mr. BARROW: I am explaining the point of
Order on which I have risen, and if you experience
any difficulty, Mr. Chairman, I suggest that you
send for His Honour the Speaker to Rule as to
whether these Resolutions are not out of order.
There is no authorisation for them. We cannot take
money out of the Treasury unless there is some
SQtatutory Authority enabling us to do it; that is
an elementary prineiple. If nome of the members

over there understands that, it is regrettable. I
hope that Your Honour has grasped my point; it
would be very interesting to hear the hon. mem-
ber say that he has taken over the buses; only the
Transport Board Act could give the right to take
over the buses. You cannot get momey out of the
{I'reasury, unless a Bill is passed, to put a shelter
over these buses at this late stage; if the hon. mem-
ber reads the Transport Board Act and the Local
Lioan Act, he will see that there is no Statutory
Authority

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Has it ever been said
in 300 years what the hon. member has just said?

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, if you want
the hon. member to speak for you, you must invite
him to do so.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hom. member is not
speaking for me.

Mr. BARROW: It sounds so.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The hon. member and
others have raised the point with His Honour the
Speaker as to whether hon. members cannot speak
on a point of Order. However, to say that the
Crown cannot ask for money is sheer nonsense, and
I am amazed that even the hon. member has wasted
our time in raising this point

Mr. BARROW: I am not suggesting that the
Crown cannot ask for money. I am saying that
they cannot come into the House with this Resolu-
tion hecause there is no Statutory Authority for
it. Of course, the Counstitution of Barbados is flexi-
ble in the hands of the hon. senior member for St.
Joseph; we know that he can do anything which he
wants done. There is a way to do this thing, but
this is not the way to do it. I hope hat the hon.
member who expurgates the debates of this House
does not eradicate from the records the interesting
statements now made by the hon. senior member
for St. Joseph; I would like the debate on this
Resolution to be another one to remain on the re-
cords for the benefit of posterity.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: On what is the hon.
member speaking?

Mr. CRAWFORD: Obviously, on 8 point of
Order.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must say
S0.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I wish to enaumire sinee
when has the Crown began running these buses.
We, in this Legislature, created a Transport Board,
as a separate entity, to run the buses. That Board
is empowered to borrow money, to acquire property
and to do anything it likes with the buses under
its control. If the Board wants money now, they
have to raise it by way of a loan from Government
or from any other source; but the Government can-
not now borrow money to run these buses. The
Transport Board is a separate entity which was
formed to deal with the entire question of Trans-
port. Before we had a Transport Board, one could
understand the Government asking for any amount
to make an advance for the operation of those
buses; but the moment you establish a separate
entity to deal with this matter, the Government
has mo power to do what they are now doing. What
the hon. senior member for St. Joseph has said is
by no means an answer to the question raised by
the hon. senior member for St. George.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The hon. member should

~read the Resolution. On the Estimates of this

Country today, there is a Head dealing with Trans-
port; the amount which has been voted under this
Head has not proved to be enough, and this Reso-
tution seeks to increase the amount which we have
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already voted. Those hon. members should pay
the Committee the compliment of reading what 1s
before themy; all this supplementary estimate asks
is to make more money available for this purpose.
Do we need to waste any more time with this al-
leged point of Order? But they have been filibus-
tering from 4 o’clock, that is all that it means.

Mr. TUDOR: A Ruling has been sought ol
vou, Mr. Chairman, and I think it should be given
Yefore we proceed with this matter. [Hon. G- IL
ADAMS: This is purely filibustering; we will sit
here until merning, w- are not afraid.! [Mr. CRAW-
TORD: We will sit here until next week.] There
me two Resolutions before us today, and the IHon.
Minister did not indicate to us whether he is dealing
with one or the other, or with both of them. Ycu
will notice, Mr. Chairman, that that is what has estab-
lished the point of Order. Although, there are two
sistinet Reso:utions, the Hon. Minister did not sav
with which of them he was dealing. At the end of
ihese Resolutions, we read these wovds:—

““Resolved that His Excellency the Governor be
asked to assent and take the necessary steps to give
gffect to this Resolution.”’

i take the preliminary objection to the coupliiny
of these two Resolutions. The first Resolution, Mr.
Chairman, is embodied in the other, and the seconl
one must have an Act authorising the loan. You .kn'ow
from your own experience that the Appropriation
Act and the Resolutions on the Kstimates 1n respect
of Capital Expenditure are not done together. That
s why we are seeking a Ruling in this matter.
4.15 p.m- )

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, The Hon
Minister needs not show his nervousness like that.
What Le must do is to answer the questions put to
him if he wants the debate to proceed. What I want
to lmow is if the Crown can come in here with a sioi
lar resolution for something in respect of the Natu-
ral Gas Corporation. That Corporation is also a sep-
arate entity set up to control natural gas in the
colony. It has a similar Board to that of the Trans-
port Board. Both Boards were set up by similar Teg
islation.

While it is true that in respect of the expenses
as regards the Transport Board a Resolution was
brought down to grant this money before the Board
was set up, T am not at all satisfied in my mind that
the Government is entitled to seek for funds as it is
today in respect of the operation of the Transport
Board.

There are one of two items in the Resolution,
such as “‘Legal Expeuses’’ which were involved in
the take over, and the ‘“‘Honoraria’’ for remunerat-
ing the Mechanic-Engineers who worked overtime in
putting the buses in order before the Board was
established, which the Government can afford to
come here for those funds under a Supplementary
Resolution; but if thev are entitled to come in this
fashion, well then, if the Natural Gas Corporation
wants something all it has to do is to tell the Gov-
ernment that it wants more money. I am not at all
satisfied in mind that the Crown is entitled to ask
for what the Hon. Minister wants for this Trans-
port Board.

Hon. M. B. COX . Mr. Chairman, I was saying—

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, T rise on a point
of Order.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, for what is
the thon. member bobbing up and down every min-
ute ?

Mr. CHATRMAN: ({0 the hon. junior member
for St. Lucy) Are you asking a question?

Mr. TUDOR: Your ruling has been asked on
certain questions.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The ruling which I have be-
fore me is the Addendum to the Resolution which
reads as follows: “‘This Resolution is to authorise the
supplementary provision included in the Supple-
mentary Hstimates, 1956—57, No, 9.7’

Mr. TUDOR; Mr. Chairman, with great respect
to you, when a member of the Committee asks you
for a ruling, he means a ruling as regards the pro-
cedural question which is involved. That has nothing
to do with whether Government should spend money
or not; that is something different. We are asking
you to say whether this method is a correct one.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, [ was saying.
$that there was quite a considerable lot of expenses
for the short time the buses have been operated by
the Transport Board and as I was pointing out 1o
the Committee, we have had to purchase over the last
ten months 341 tyres which amount to $4,920-

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chaivman, I rise on a
point of Order.

Hon. M. E. COX: We have also had to pusr-
cnase 106—

Mr. CHAIRMAN. Has the hon. senior member
ior St. George risen o a point of Order?

Mr. BARROW: This Chamber has a long ant
iMustrious history of Parliamentary and constitu-
tional Government behind it and I do not think that
one should flout all the well established rules of pro
cedure. 1 am not dealinig with the issue involved but
{ do say it is in your favour to give a ruling on the
miatter. I think the attempt by the hen. senior mem-
her for St. Michael is only one to subvert the well
established authority of the Chair.

Mr. Chairman, if you do not feel at this stage
«ompetent to give a ruling on the matter, 1 suggest
that you send for Mr. Speaker. It would not be any
reflection on your ability but I am submitting that
it is a serious matter on which you are questioned
and one on which you should give a ruling.

Hon. M. E. CCX: Mr. Chairman, I was saying
that we have had to purchase 106 batteries at a cost
of $4,770. We have had also to purchase 43 cylinder
heads at a cost of $5,160. We have had also to pur-
chase 37—

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman,—

Mr. CITAIRMAN: Will the hon. member give
me a chance and wait?

Mr. CRAWFORD: It is common courtesy lo
the Chair, if the Chair is endeavouring to resolve a
matter, that both sides of the House keep quiet. The
hon. senior member for St. Michael should refrain
Trom proceeding with the matter while the Chair i
endeavouring to resolve the matter.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Reading Clause 15 of the
Transport Aet, 1955, it says that the Board may,
with the approval of the Governor-in-Executive Con-
mittee, borrow by way of loan, overdraft or other-
wise, such sums as the Board may require for meet.
ing their obligations or discharging their funections
under this Act. T take it that the money which they
had was not sufficient and they are asking for a sup-
plementary vote, therefore I rule that this Resolution
i in order.

VOTICES: No, No.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I was saying

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a
point of Order.

425 p.m.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mrvr. Chairman, I was say-
ing Sir, that we have . . .

Mr. CRAWFORD: On a
Sir, . . ..

Mr. CHAIRMAN: There is no point of order,
I rule the hon. member out of order.

poit 4f order,

~
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Mr. CRAWFORD: I am asking you to en-
lighten my ignorance on the paragraph you read as
follows :—

““The Board may with the approval of the
Governor-in-Executive, borrow by way of loan
overdraft or otherwise, such sums as the Board may
require for meeting the obligations or diseharging
their functions under this Aet.”’

‘What have we got before us today to
tghat the Board is borrowing money?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: This is a Supplementary
Resolution and the Addendum tells you. I am go-
wmg by the Addendum which is in front of me.
"This Resolution is to authorise the Supplementary
provision included in the Supplementary HEstimates.
If you are not going to authorise it, you may say so.

Mr. CRAWFORD: May I submit, Sir, that
any person in the Government offices can write an
Addendum. Any clerk can write an Addendum,
and what was dome, which is the burden of our
actions today, is that the Transport Board Act was
sanctioned by the legislature last year.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1 have already made my
1uling.

Mr. CRAWFORD: May I submit, Mr. Chair-
man, that your ruling is a misinterpretation of the
Act and I would like to . . .

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1 rule the hon. membecr
out of order as far as the explanation is concerned
and I am asking the Homn. Minister in charge to
continue. The hon. senior member for St. Philip
will take his seat.

Hon. M. E. COX: Now, Sir, I was pointing
out just now that we kad to purchase . . .

Mr. CRAWFORD: May I repectfully sub-
mit that the Speaker be called upon to rule one way
or another because your interpretation is incorreet.

Mr. CHAIRIMAN: 1 am ruling the hon. mem
ber out of order.

Hon. M. E. COX: I was saying, Sir, that
we have had to purchase 106 Dhatteries which cost
$4,770, 43 cylinder heads $5,160, 37 ecluteh discs
$814, 32 clutch pressure-plates $1,305, 8 crank
shafts $1,200 4 clutch housing $140, 14 oil filters
$88, 6 blocks $1,800, differential erown wheels
10 of these — $1,100, nine manifolds — $360, gear-
boxes complete — $1,500, transmission gears $860,
miscellaneous small parts $5,000 that amounts to
$64,947. This in a sense may be regarded as capital
outlay.

Now, as I pointed out earlier, the deficit on the
working of the Board up to the 30th of last month
is $95,000; the figures quoted above represent a sum
of alone $64,947. Now, we go on further, Mr. Chair-
man. As regards the wages: as you know from the
time Government took over the buses—as a wmatter
of fact before the buses were actually taken over —
the Government agreed to an overall increase of
wages, and as soon as they were taken over, in-
creased wages were paid. The average wages paid
to conductors and drivers when employed by former

shuw

employers were $4.18 per day. The Government

rate is $5.28 per day, an increase of 24%; so, Sir,
at the end of last month, the total wages paid to
drivers and conductors were $220,800—that is, at
the new rate—and that is an increase of what they
used to get under former employers of $53,000.
Now, as regards inspectors, they wused to get
$2.920 per day. The Government pays them $3.20
per day, an inerease of approximately 45% and that
brings the total of wages paid to inspectors up to
last month, to $35,561—an inerease of $15,503 over
the old rates; so that alone, Mr. Chairman, when you
add these increases—and we have also paid mechan-
jes $89,722 up to the end of last month—the increase

to drivers and conductors and the inereases to in-
spectors, you will see, Sir, alone represent $68,503;
so when you add $68,503 to the $64,947 which I
have already mentioned you will see that that repre-
sents $138.450. I shall invite any member of this
House—or all the members if they so desire—to go
over to the Board and check for themselves and
see that there are in stock 106 dead batteries which
were taken over with these buses, and as I said,
all the old parts taken out of the buses. They can
go and see them in the store house of mo use, tyres
included. So although it appears, Mr. Chairman,
that the loss is great, you will see from the increase
in wages, and as a matter of fact, the increase of
wages alone could offset the deficit which here ap-
pears; that is, in so far as the $110,000 is concerned.
4.35 p.m.

1 suould mention that some Firms are eagerly
walting on this money ; the position is not as bad as
has been represented in some sections of the Press;
and when the matter was drawn to the Government’s
attention, the Government took immediate steps to get
money in order to pay off the outstanding accounts

As regards Item No. 2, we have had various cor-
respondence with people who are very well acquaint-
ed with the running of Transport. Some time ago,
Mr. James from Jamaica who runs the British Elee-
tric Traction Company there, came here and dis-
cussed the question of the operation of the bus ser-
vice in this Island, and he told us that the Diesel
Motor were very good motors. They seat 44 people
and there is standing accommodation for as many as
another 40 persons. After we had discussions with
Mr. James, another gentleman called Mr. Gibbons,
who is the Licensing Authority in Trinidad, also
passed through here and gave us a lot of valuable
information as to how the bus service is being opexr-
ated in Trinidad. As hon. members know, the Trin-
idad transport service used to be run by the Govern-
ment and they lost over $1 million a year when they
were operating their service, whereas this service only
shows a deficit of $95,000. [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY :
That is a first-class example.] That service was after-
wards given to private Concessionaires, and Mr.
Gibbons takes great care to see that the Concession-
aires run the buses in an up to date manner, and
ihat the profits made are not, as is usually done in
the majority of cases in this Island, put into property
but that the profits or quite a considerable part of
them are ploughed back into the Transport service,
thereby providing for an adequate and up-to-date
service. Mir. Gibbons inspects their books, way-bills
and everything else, and judging from what he has
told ns, I can see that there is almost a ecast-iron
system obtaining in Trinidad today. We have dis-
cussed with him the possibility of his coming here
and giving us some of his experience, and he has
agreed to do so. He is now in the United Kingdom
and hopes to pass through here sometime around the
15th of August; if this Resolution is passed, as 1
have no doubt it will be passed, Mr. Gibbons will be
hiere to assist us in this matter of the re-organisation
of the Transport services.

‘Sinece the Concessionaires were granted their
coneessions—1I think it wag in 1936 or 1939—quite a
lot of areas have been built up, and it is time that
we should have a re-distribution of the routes to fall
in line with providing the necessary Transport facil-
ities in respect of those areas which have been re-
cently built up.

As regards Item No. 3, the amount of $750.00 19
required to pay honoraria to some members of the
staff of the Highways & Transport Department who
worked overtime during this take-over of the buses.
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Hon. members will remember that quite a few ot
these people, even the Stenographer-Typists, worked
overtime during this take over, and in the circum-
stances, it was agreed to pay them honoraria to the
wne of $750.00 to these people who did this work
-during thig time.

The other Item under this Head is for the sum
of $8,795 in respect of legal expenses. As I have
already said the amount of this Item has already
been voted by this House, and therefore I need not
repeat what was said then. I shall only remind
hon. members that the case is expected to commence
sometime early next month or rather the middle ot
next month, and it is necessary to have this money
in order to get a Queen’s Counsel to appear on
behalf of the Government.

Under the Head Capital Expenditure, it is pro-
posed that we purchase a 44 Seater Diesel bus similar
to those which are in operation in Trinidad and
Jamaica. As I said just now, we were told by Mr.
James and Mr. Gibbons that it is a waste of time to
1un these gasolene motors. We have been told that
these Diesel Motor buses are sturdy and strong and
they have a good life of at least 10 yedrs, and the
cost of one of these buses is $25,000. As soon as this
Resolution has been passed, the order for this bus
will be placed.

As T have said, of the buses which were taken
over, many of them had already passed the ten-year
[imit; some of them have been in existence since
1939. 1t is not at all surprising to me that if you
read the comments made in the Press, it would
appear is if these buses had deteriorafed in the last
8 or 10 months more so than they had deteriorated
within the last 10 years or so. The buses which were
taken over have been twice written off. From the
comments made in the Press, for example, quite re-
cently the head lines in the Press showed that the
back of a bus had dropped off; well, if the back of
the bus dropped off, when the Governmeni took it
over, the back was nearly off. [Laughter]. We could
not have taken over a good bus, and then it deterior-
ated to that extent in 9 months! The fact is that this
particular bus skidded on the wet road in Loenust
ifall Hill, struck a bridge and a part of the upright
at the back of the bus broke and fell; that is what
happened. Of course, vou will hear any sort of thinyg
now, aspecially from the hon. junior member for
St. Lucy who was hoping to get a debate; his litile
heart will now come down since the debate on the
question of Government policy in relation to thess
Luses has started.

4.45 pm.

I have a brochure here (which I want to show
‘to hon. members) showing the type of bus to which
I have referred and which the Transport Board is
hoping to put into operation in a short space of time.

Now, Sir, I come to Item 6. That is for the
sum of $75,500 to provide accommodation for these
buses. As we read in the newspapers some time ago
(although I pay very little attention to what they
have to say) we saw that it was suggested that we
provide quarters for these buses. That was a sug-
gestion which was made almost from the time we
took them over. Sir, if you remember, when the Reso-
lution for $30,000 was before the House, it was point-
ed out then that the Government was prepared to
keep one or two of the routes which were taken over
when the final decision was made. It will also be
remembered that, while some people said (or will
have people to believe) that we were anxious to take
over the buses, that was not the case. I think the
public ought to know that it was not a question of
Government being desirous of taking over the buses

but rather that the Government acted in order to
keep the cost of living down, especially so for the
poorer people of this Island. The Government said
then, that it was not prepared to increase the bus
fares because it took into consideration the large
number of school children who were transported
daily from all parts of the country to and Irom
Bridgetown and that being so, if the bus fares
were increased at the time, it would cause a great
nardship on the parents of those children 1o keap
them in scheol. As an alternative, which you will
remember M. Chairman, the Government offered to
2ive a rebate of 15% cn gasolene to the concession-
aires and as you knew, the concessionaires turhoed
down that ofter. They said that they wanted 50%.
and if they were not given that, they were williuyg
that the Government purchase the buses. As a result,
the Government was faced with no alternative under
the eirecumstances than to accept the offer of taking
over the buses; so the Government took over the buses.

As was pointed out already, and as is pointed
out in the questionnaire submitted by the Hon. Leader
Jf the Opposition, the Government before taking over
the buses called for tenders for coneessions to
operate the various routes, and about eight persons
applied. I said then, and 1 will say again, that it
iras never the intention c¢f the Government to operate
all the routes taken over. That is still the policy of
+he Government. As T have said already, there are
some people who have applied for concessions whose
applications still hold good today, but the Govern-
ment could not release those buses because of the
fact that we do not know how much these buses are
going to cost. As you know, Sir, nothing has been
decided yet; therefore, we cannot take the buses and
give them to people without first knowing hcw much
will these buses cost. Neither do I believe anybody
would be so stupid as to take them over without
knowing what they wil: cost. That is the reason why
a0 firm agreement has been reached, so far as these
buses are concerned.

To all this must te added that we had a hurre
cane on us almost simultaneously with the taking
over of these buses, and it meant that all our forces
kad to be concentrat:d on the hurricane. We also
had at the time damage. done to the buses as a result
of the hurricane and we had to send many of those
units to the various garages to be repaired; avd
doubtless, at some of the very garages which werz
owned by the people from whom we had taken over
these buses. Of course, as in all cases where Govern-
ment is concerned, whenever Government wants any-
thing, it must pay through its teeth for it; and <o
we had to pay throungh our teeth for the repairs
done to those buses at the various garages.

The question will also be raised again, as I saw
it in the Press: why not provide shelters for these
buses. I think members of the Opposition, even when
we brought down a Resolution for money to finish
Government Headquarters and to start the new Bay
Street Boy’s School, shouted loudly that we shoul:d
do mnothing but concentrate all our forces on the
repairs to houses and rehabilitation of the peovnia
who suffered in the hurricane. I= faet all our efforts
were concentrated on that.

We read regularly that even passengers are com-
plaining of the bus service which Government is
now running. As long a< one refuses to disclose one’s
name, that can be taken to mean a former concession-
aire, or a Broad Street merchant wha does not travel
in these buses. As long as a nom de plume is used.
that can be taken to mean anybody. On the question
of increasing bus fares, you read that somebody is
saying ‘‘why will you not increase bus fares? Tf
you ircrease bus fares all this trouble would cease.’”
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1 would not swallow that and the reason why I
would not swallow that is because the congcession-
aires were not talking of increasing their fleet; they
were saying that their operational expenses were
more thap their revenve, and therefore they wanted
80 much as would square them and give them g little
profit. That is what they were saying.

Now, Sir, just to show you when you hear and
read certain things that they are not always accurate,
I will say this. The Committee knows when we had
taken over the buses, that among them were ten
buses of the Progressive Bus Company. Two weeks
after those buses were taken over, the owner wrote
to the Government asking whether it would be good
enough to return thos: buses to him. Of course, the
answer was ‘‘No’’. It went on like that for some
time, until the owner made representation stating
1hat he was quite happy and contented with what
his profits were before the take-over. Of course, 1
Jdid not believe that and I doubt whether anybody
will. He did say that he was making a very good
profit and that he was misled by the hon. junior
Taember for St. James; therefore, he found himself
in that ‘‘going down.’’ He appealed to the Goverp-
ment to allow him to Lave back his buses.

4.55 pm.

Well, eventually 2round May last we decided
10 return his buses after he made his final plea; and
those buses were returned with what would be r.-
garded as a status quo. We said, ‘‘here they are; you
take ther back as they are; the Government is freed
trom any liability present or future;’’ and these
buses were handed back to the Progressive Bus Com-
pany with a document sealed and signed; the Gov-
«rnment is freed from any liability now or in the
future. That was the condition under which the buses
were given back to Mr Birch. Not a cent was paid.
We handed them back just as they were with the
understanding that if you want them back just as
they are, and he willingly and gladly took them 12
o’clock in the night, and he was very glad to ge:
them back in his garage, and I know he is happy and
he can now smoke his cigar again. Now, if that was
80, if these buses were losing all that money, as we
were told, I am sure that this gentlemar would not
bave taken back his buses in the condition in which
they were after they had been on our possession for
over eight months. At least he would have said,
““You should give me something depreciation or
something for the months you had them; but that
was not the case at all. These buses were taken back
as they were from the Government with a signer
document, as I said, freeing us from any present or
future liability. That, in my opinion, is evidence to
prove that it is not true to say that these buses were
cperating at a loss or at least the majority of them
—and again I repeat we find that other concession-
aires are still operating their routes. There were
fourteen concessionaires; eight gave up their buses
and six kept theirs; and the retury of the concession
above referred to make a total of seven privately run,
from whom we have leard no further complaints.
Now again, as you wil! remember, Sir, in the Press,
this question of a committee recommending an in-
crease in fares is always looming up , and people
are inclined —some pecple rather—to say that if le.
increase had been given by the Government, we
would not be in what they consider a quandary. But
I would like this to be clearly understood; we are in
no quandary. The buses we have today—or at least
the majority of them—are in far better condition
than they were immediately before they were taken
over by Government. T now refer a paragraph which
was written appears in the report of the very Com
miggioners appointed to enquire into the bus fares

at the time—this was on the 24th June, 1955—and
this is what they said: :

“In the course of this enquiry we fcund our-
selves at some disadvantage in that adequate statis-
tical information was not available from many com-
cessionaires to enable us to make a proper comparison
and reliable estimates. For example, important in-
fermation such as the number of passengers carried,
mileage covered, etc. was lacking in many cases.”’

And what is the position$ They said, however, in
as much as these fares were fixed in 1936 or 1939,
vou should give an increase and also make it incum-
bent upon them to provide new and better wunits.
That is what the Commissioners said then, and as I
was saying, Mr. Chairman, the case put forward Ly
the concessionaires was never formed on the grounds
of providing units to increase their existing fleets.

: I have quoted the Progressive Co.’s case as an in-
stance to show you that while on the one hand you get
people clamouring for an increase and saying if you
had only increased the fare by one cent Government
would not have makiug adequate profits; although
he was one who protested and joined the others in
giving up the buses. The buses are running again
under his supervision and as I said he seems to be
a happy man. I think, Sir, I have dealt with those
points set out in the Resolutior, and I repeat I am
sure now that hon. members here know the true
position, even though they would be quite willing at
all times and more particularly on this occasion to
attack the Minister of Transport, I am sure that they
will see that the picture is far different from what
the public was led to believe. They will see, as I said,
that while you have an operating deficit of $95,000
to the end of last month, the causes or reasons for
that deficit’ are clear ir that the additional wages
paid to drivers, conductors and inspectors are ap-
proximately $83,000.

505 p.m.

These are wages in excess of what these people
used to get when they were working with the private
em§[oyers. As I have already pointed out, we have
had to purchase batteries and other accessories which
2an be regarded as capital, and at least they can last
for another 8 months or even a year: the guaranteed
life of a battery is a year. As I said a while ago, we
have had to supply 166 new batteries; we also had
to buy 341 new tyres All these things had to be in-
stalled in these buses 0 as to make them serviceahle
sor the road.

Mr. Chairman, I think I have dealt with all the
porints which are likely to arise. I do not know if I
have answered all thai has been asked by the hon.
junior member for Christ Church as to the policy
of the Government with regard to the Transport
serviece of this Island. The policy of the Government
is to dispose of some units which we now own as soon
as the necessary arrangements ean be made, and to
operate the remainder It may te that after a few
vears a complete taking over of the Transport ser-
vice by Government will take place. That is the Gov-
ernment’s policy.

The hon. member asked how many Concessions
were operating on the 10th August, 1955% There
were 14 ; the Government took over 8 of them. One hag
been returned, which leaves us with 7, and a total
of 106 buses- The hon. member went further and
asked for “what purpose did the Government take
over the buses? Well, the purpose is obvious; the buses
were taken over for the purpose of carrying on the
Transport service of the Island which the former con-
cessionaires told us they were not prepared to carry on
after the 22nd August. 1955. As to the question of
taking over these buses with a view to giving them
t2 new people, that was not so. I have already an
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swered the question about advertising for new Cori--
cessionaires; we have received 8 tenders: some of

HOUSE

The motion being put amg carried nem. con. the
Chairman reported progress and Myr. Speaker re-

ﬁ

which are still good teday. No new concessions werz | sumed the Chair and reportedly accordingly. o
granted ; those who carried on outside of the Govern-| 5.15 p.m.
ment, carried on under the old conditions.

Mr. BARROW: On a point of Order- I should ADJOURNMENT
Yike to know under what Act of Parliament is this ,

Resolution authorised. I);Ion. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I

Hon. M- E. COX: The hon. junior member for ?ﬁf o move that this House do now adjourn for
Christ Church asked whether— 1 .

. .. Mr. CRAWFORD: i .

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chalrman. I am enquiring journ1111.en(t} ﬁw ORD: On the motion for the ad
un:ier _what Act of Parliament is this Resolution Mr. SPEAKER: Are you seconding that
authorised. ‘ motion?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I will find out from the Mr. CRAWFORD: Yes Sir. Earlier in the (
Clerk and let the hon. member know- debate, which was reported to you by Mr. Chaivinan

Hon. M. E. COX: The answer to the questior: | I was asked to take my seat when I requested a
also asked by the hon. junior member for Christ | ruling from the Chairman on the legality of the pro-
Clurch as to whether the Government has been | cedure as to the Resoh_mon before j:he House. ) Now, q
keeping separate accounts in respect of each units Sir, I am not attempting to question the ruling of
which we took over. On the question of what profits | the Chair but I am asking Your Honour to be so *
vrofits and or losses were made in respect of each good as to enlighten the Homse as to the correctness
eoncession retained, is “‘yes. We have been keeping | of the proceedings as regards the Resolution before
separate accounts in respect of each lot of units| us for $121,790. The Resolution is d1v1deg1 into two
which we took over. On the question of what profits | parts — (1) Part I, Current — Head xxxvi (New)—
and/or losses were made in respect of each con. | Transport and (2) Part II, Capital A—Loan Funds,
cession retained, the answer has already been | Road Transport.
ziven, because I said that there was a deficit of My first point, Mr. Speaker, is that on reference
$95,000 up to the middle of last month. to the Estimates of Expenditure for the current year

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman.— there is no Head XXXVTI; therefore there could not

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, on a point of | -2ave been any expenditure involved under this Heal
Order. I wanted to know under what Act of Parlia- [ when we passed the Appropriation Bill. Secondly,
ment this expenditure of funds from the Public| Sir, the second part of the Resolution — Part LI,
Treasury has been authorised. I think that the Ad. | tapital — calling for Capital expenditure to be
dendum to this Resolution is very misleading, and | raised from Loan Funds is wanted for the newly
it has misled you. The Addendum says this.— created Transport Authority. tl‘he Hcuse has been

““This Resolution is to authorise the Supplemen. | told that under Section 15 of the Transport Act,
tary provision included in the Supplementary Hsti- 1955, which S‘?t; uﬁ) a Transipxuft Boa?d ﬂfat the
mates, 1956-57, No. 9. E?Eitﬁ: y(’lo‘gfnitfzﬂeee 510}1'11323&7 abyOxv;;leofj?zj:ll]oorx;le]:

. . A Qoo - - 4 loan, ‘-

{ should hkg\rto say .th;'t {3%6517& ]‘;(Tt%ﬁgin;i draft or otherwise, such sums as the Board may )
tary Resolution No. 9 of the 19056-07 Justunales; this | . nine for meeting their obligations or discharging R 4
Resolution is Resolution No. 9 itself. I think it is their functi Jer 1his Act

. dishonest of the Civil Servants perhaps 1| '|CL tURCHOnS urcer this Act. . .

g;g?}l d {;ﬁthdf;ﬁ the w ordé < (ivil Servants’’ because I would like to say in passing that this Secmqn
we know who are *he hewers of wood and the | .0 which the Committee was referred by the Chair
drawers of water. but it is misleading to draw up 15 estal_)hshlng.a,-loea.l authority under which Govern-
the Resolution in this way. Theve is no such Fead | DB 18 providing it with money by way of this
inb theesi)&ppropriation 'Xef'as I;Iea dA XXXVI- oxﬂw stesolution. Am 1 to understand under the Secticn
A sl e PR U 7] of the Aet giving the Board approval te borrow

the App}rlopmamnn Act\lhasb b‘een‘pasbesd. n"f’ bub,?“j" rioney that it necessar:ly can be interpreted to mean
%e)SOIIEtitox?tuz?é?ereaah(;: yap;:eggsu;saa lgﬁaszg a&v that the Government is intitled to come in here and
' ) vhas : " 41 wlvance money from the Public Treasury to tae
Act. t(i take I%orlxey Oﬁf of the Tx&a}sur{ bﬁi way ‘f newly constituted Board without any reference o
a R;SO ution. thr'l ess there.1s s(glle hlng 0 hang fOV“‘ application by the Board itself for such a loan or
ft‘ t ere"li.n,g ng totprﬁyenqlf e hon. mexber from | \oithout any legal sanction?
apprIc_)Iprla ;}b gwlgg X) 11\1;[15“ d‘ . I st | T respectfully sutmit, not merely to enlightcu

on. M. X- : r. Chalrman, b strongiyv | wyself but in the interest of maintaining the tradi-
object to that statement. The hon. member with his | tionally correet procedure which this House always *
t‘fﬂsfﬁd menteihty is always giving a bad impressiur | ypheld and in the interest of the maintenance cn <
OI other people. . . the part of Your Horour of the right procedurc

1\{}1;[.. BAfRROW T Welihthere is no:thllg to 131“ Leing in operation at all times, and also or the desire .
vent him from giving e money o me- en | that the Other Plac: may uot regard us as not
[Laughter]. T am saying that there is no Act of | gnowing what we are doing ard the House of Assem-
Parliament @uth0£is1pg this expenditure at all. This | 41y to be ridiculed ir publie, that Yoar Honour
IS a very serious pusiness. should give (and rather it is your boundened dui; to

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Tlﬁ‘ Hon. Leader Off th | nive) a clear ruling +o the House on this issue.

House is going to move the adjournment of tiw| = My SPEAKER: The hon. member who has
House at this stage, and at the same time, T will get | sust spoken began by saying that ne was not at-
your point elarlﬁe_d. Or re-assembling, T will be able | tempting to question the ruling of the Chairman.
"CI(‘)htiH' y0111 .sollge]thlng about the matter. [MEMBERS: | He then concluded by asking me to give a ruling.

at 1s alrght. Now, I would just like to read from May's

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairmat. | Parliamentary Practice on page 235 (fifteenth e
I beg to move that you de now report progress and | tion) for the benefit of hon. members who very fre-
sk for leave for the Committee to sit again. quently call for the assistance of Mr. Speaker, when

Mrs. BOURNE: I beg to second that. the affairs of the Committee are being conducted +

RSN T
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under the Chairman of Committees. Tuat practice
is becoming very frequent in this llouse and there
1s no validity whatsoever for it. Hon. members
must understand that the Chairman of Committees
has as much power when he is in the Chair as Mr.
Speaker, and there is no question of an appeat
from the ruling of the Chairman of Committees to
Mr. Speaker.

The passage from page 235 of May's which 1
want to read to you is as follows:—

‘“The opimion of the Speaker cannot be sought
in the House about any matter arising or likely to
arise in a Committee.”’

If hon. members wanted Mr. Bpeaker’s opin-
ion as to what they may consider as an irregularity
or ot a happening im Committee, there is another
provision in May’s whereby they can go to him anda
get a private opinion. In other words, this 1s not
like a Court of Appeal where you appeal tfrom the
Chairman: of Committees to the Speaker.

The question that the House do now stand ad-
journ for half an hour was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division aend Mr. Speaker ad-
journed the House accordingly.

On re-assembling,
QUESTION

Mr. F. E. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, before you
begin the business of the House, I would like to ask
the questions which I intended asking earlier.

There being no objection leave was granted the
hon. member.

Mr. ¥. E. MILLER: I beg to give notige of tne
jollowing questions:—To enquire of the Hon. Min-
ister of Communications, Works & Housing :—

Will the Hon. Minister consider the necessity
cef having both the half-hour and hour ‘bus service
now operating on the Ellerton, Drax Hall route,
passing through East Layne, (Blenman’s ITill) Si
George, (instead of having the hour bus pass through
0ld Works Hill) so as to improve the transport facil-
ities in the area

2. Will the Minister also consider taking steps
16 have both the in and out night trips on this par-
ticular route extended on Sundays and week days at
least an hour or two later?

3. Will the Minister exploit the possibilitieg of
2 reduction on the fares of school-children using the
said ronte, as is done on other routes?

To enauire of the Hon. Minister of Communieations,
Works and Housing :— B
Will the Hon. Minister consider the installation

cf standposts in the following distriets in St.

George —

{1) Cole Hole
(2) ““Cross Roads’ South Distriet
(3) “Blenman’s Hill”’ Mlerion

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY CTD.

Hon. Dr. H. G. O, CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
the Chairman of Committees will be a little late; and
T am going to move that the hon. senior member for
8t. Andrew be Chairman of Committees pro tem.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. -

The question was put and resolved in the affirm-
clive without division.

Mr. BARROW : Mr. Speaker, before the House
resumes Committee, T would like to ask Your Honour
whether the Resolution under which we are going io
resume Committee is in order. Some time in Ancust
iast year we passed a vote for $30,000 for the Gov-

ernor-in-Executive Committee to pay for gaso.cuc,
wages and for taking over the buses for a period o:
two weeks. Since that time no money Resolution
under the Act of Parliament has been before this
:Iouse. (Later on, we said the Transport Board should
pave full power to borrow money or to raise loans as
tney thought fit, and passed over the buses which
the Government had taken over tothe Transpoxt
Board, which is in the same position, as let us say,
a limited liability or any other kind of corporation
except one created by Statute. In the Resolution
which is before the House, Mr. Speaker, it speaks
about the sum of $120,729 to be granted from the
T'ublie Treasury and placed at the disposal of the
Governor-in-Executive Committee to supplement tiie
Estimates 1956/57 Part I Current as shown in the
Supplementary Estimates 1956/57, No. 9 which forms
the schedule to this Resolution; and for Your Hon-
our’s information, on the vote which has adready
probably been drawn to Your Honour’s attention,
there is no such Supplementary Resolution No. 9
cther than the one presently engaging the atiention
cf the House. It would appear as merely carrying
out something which we had already voted, wher:-
upon we would be asked to vote this money when not
even a token vote was inserted in the Appropriation
Bill for this purpose; and although Section 15
of the Transport Board Aect does give the Trans.
port Board the power to borrow money, there
15 no eorrelative power in the act to advance money
from the Treasury. It is very, very important tna*
we should not appropriate money from the Treasury
unless authorised by law or by an Amendment made
to the Appropriation Aect itself, and therefore 1
would ask Your Honour’s ruling as to whether we
can rightly resume Committee on a matter which
nas been brought to the House in the proper way.
Now, Sir, I have suggestions to make and probabiy
they will fall on deaf ears, maybe because the under-
standing of members of the Government is imperfect
in financial matters, but there is nothing at all to
prevent Government from coming here and asking
for a loan to lend the Transport Board and then the
Transport Board under Statutory authority and
tnder statutory duty can then spend that money in
such a way as they may think fit. There is nothing i¢
prevent them from doing that. Here is a Resolu-
tion for money to be taken from under two separate
heads, one for Capital from Loan Funds and the
other for Current Expenditure, all dealt with under
the same Resolution. Mr. Speaker, there is something
else to which I would like to draw your attention.
The Appropriation Act has been passed. It is now
an Act of Parliament, and there is mno Hzead
36 at all. No wonder., therefore, that members
will be misled when they see Head 36, Transport,
something which was never provided for in the
Appropriation Bill, and my submission is, in view
of the submission which I have made, that it woula
be improper at this stage—mnot to say misleading and
completely erroneous—to resume Committee on tlus
matter which has not been brought to the House
i a proper way. I would like to make the position
¢lear. We are only asking that the approval i

-Parliament be sought in a constitutional manner.

I: was competent for the Government at the time of
the Annual Estimates to put in a token vote of one
Jollar to advance money from time to time out of the
Treasury if the Transport Board needed it, and 1
dare say it would be competent to return to the
House from time for an advance to the Transpori
Board on the Authority of the token TResolution
which had been inserted in the Appropriation Act
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That 1 do not question for one moment; but to
take money out of your Public Treasury to the tunc
of $180,000 in this manner would be completely ir
regular and unconstitutional. I do not know what
reasons the GGovernment had during the Estimates for
leaving out Head 36 and not even putting in a token
Resolution, but I would like to remind Your Honour
that when money was voted recently for the Trans-
port Board, it was not yet in existence. It was an
emergency. You can say we are going to lend money
jor this purpose and that. That is the position, Sir,
and therefore I would be very glad if Your Honour
would give some direction at this stage which is a
‘completely new phase in the debate which the Gov
ernment now seeks to take.

Mr. SPFEAKER: The hon. member has asked
for a ruling regarding the legality of the Committee
committing itself to the expenditure involved in :he
Resolution. 1 must point out to the hon. member as
1 earlier pointed out, to the hon. senior member for
St. Philip that the Chairman has already made a
ruling. This Chamber is no place for double rulings.
In May’s Parliamentary Treatise, Fifteenth Edition
Chapter 12, Fage 235’ ‘‘The opinion of the Speaker
cannot be sought in the House about any mattor
arising or likely to arise in Committee.”’

If I happened to have been in the Chair and 1
gave a ruling which was not pleasing to hon. members,
tiey have it in their power to deal with me on 4
substantive motion. Similarly, when the Chairman 1
in his Chair and he happens to give a ruling which
is displeasing to the Committee, they can on a sub-
stantive motion deal with the Chairman. I do not
intend in spite of the elaborate explanation given by
the hon. senior member for St. George to give a
ruling. All that the hon. member is saying points
to the fact that he disagrees with the ruling of th¢
Chairman.

6.15 p.m.
™ Mr. CRAWFORD: On a point of Order

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no point of Order:
the hon. member is out of Order to speak at this
stage. I am about to put the question.

The question tha: the hon. senior member for
St. Andrew be Chairman of Commuittees during ths
ahsence of the Chairman of Committess was put and
resolved in the affirmative without division. .

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
resumed Committee of Supply, Mrs. BOURNE being
m the Chair.

Transport Ct'd.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Madame Chairman,—

Hon. M. E. COX: Madam Chairman, 1 bhad not
finished speaking on ke adjournment.

MADAM CHAIRMAN: On the adjournment,
the hon. senior member for St. Michael, the Hon.
M:nister of Communieations, was speaking.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Madam Chairman, the
rosition is this: the Chairman of Committees speci-
fically gave an undertsking that during the interim
of the adjournment, he would give a Ruling.

MADAM CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. member
fake his seat and allow the hon. senior member for
st. Michael to continue speaking?

Mr. CRAWFORD: On a point of Order. T re-
gard it as being more than an accident that the
Chairman of Committees has not resumed the Chair.

MADAM CHATRMAN: : Is that a point of Order?

Mr. CRAWFORD: T am going on to explain.
‘When the Hon. Lieader of the House made the moiion
for the adjournment, the Chairman of Committees

welecomed it and said that he would use the interim
of the adjournment tu give the House an explana-
tvon of the matter tben before it. Now that the
Hceuse has resumed its sitting, the Chairman of
Committees is not to Le found; he bhas disappeared.

MADAM CHAIRMAN: I am not entertaining
what the hon. member is saying; the hon. senior
member for St. Micheel may proceed.

Mr. CRAWFORD : These tricks cannot alway:
be successful.

Hon. M. BE. COX- On the a,djournment,vf'had.
got down to the point where the Government had been
keeping separate accounts in respect of the various
concessions taken over. I pointed out that the answer
te that particular question asked by the hon. junior
member for Christ Church as to whether the Govern-
ment had been keeping separate accounts in respect
of the various wunits tiken over, was ‘‘Yes’’. I have
already said that there was a deficiency of $95,000.
That answers the 11tk question asked by the hoa.
member.

I should like at this stage Yo say that in addi-
tion to the matter of the purchasing of this Diesel
Motor Bus, quite recertiy—Ilast week, I should say—
I was interviewed by 2 representative of Faulkner s
Company Limited of England who re-condition buses.
and sell them. They are buses similar to those which
were recently imported by the Lincoln Bus Compury.
Some of these buses are gasolene motors. The repre-
sentative pointed out that these buses are obtainable
for approximately $3,800 each. It has been decided to
consult the Crown Agents with a view to finding out
whether these buses are of the type which are suitable
for this purpose. The reason for that is obvious.

Soon after these buses were taken over—it was
about three months after—the Director of Highways
and Transport represented that we would need at
least 51 new units to improve the Transport service,
and recently we have been pressed by the Transport
Board for an additional 15 units. As you will see,
Madam Chairman, units at $25,000 each will repre-
sent a colossal sum, and it is hoped that we would ob-
tain some of these re-conditioned units provided, of
course that they are in a first-class condition and
have a life of 5 to 7 years. Having regard to our finan.
cial commitments, it may be that we could purchase a
few of these buses so as to carry on the. Transport
service. I should like to emphasize that it is not the
Government’s intention to purchase any more gaso-
lene motors. We have found—that Trinidad is con-
centrating very seriously on these Diesel motors, and
80 is the case of Jamaica.

Honourable memberg are aware of the fact that
in Jamaica the British Rlectric Traction Company
controls the Kingston and St. Andrew areas, and
that Company is solely responsible for the Trans-
portation service in those areas. T think they have
over 8C or 90 of these motors Mr. [E. D. MOTTLEY -
That is private enterprise] and the Government sub
sidises that Company very heavily in that the units
are imported duty free; gasolene, tyres, spare parts,
everything thev get free of duty. You can quite
understand to what extent that Company is being
subsidised by the Government. Al] these units are
Diesel motors, and as I pointed out earlier, in Trini.
dad, they are also concentrating on the use of these
NMesel motors. I think that we should fall into line
with these Colonies in this matter. As vou know.
quite a number of people who visit these Islands will
rnot be in a position to hire taxis, and they would
like to sit in comfortable and modern coaches. Tt is
therefore proposed to concentrate on these Diesel
motors and, as I have already said, if these units are
good, the Government will at a later stage come to

. -




S

4

this IHouse and ask for a sum of money to purchase
a certain number of them.

I have a brochure of these re-conditioned ‘‘ Diesel’’
motors as well as of the re-conditioned ‘‘Bedford’
motors which I will pass around to honourable
members.

6.25 pym.

In my closing remarks, I would like to assure
honourable members that I have outlined as lucidly
as possible the bus transport system as it is today,
and I would like to say what we all know and must
admit: that the transport services in general in this
island are not as up-to-date as we Would like. But
that has always been the case. It is quite easy for
people to criticise the Government and we have yiite
a few who are always eager to throw mud at the
Government whenever the opportunity avails itself.

One would bave thought, reading the Advecate
newspaper sometime ago, that no bus owner ever re-
paired any buses at all, because in an issue of that
newspaper, there were pictures of at least four
lassis of buses out of which the engines were taken
for repairs. I am sure that the former owners had
repaired those engines and in doing so had lifte.
them out of the chassis and had done other things,
but according' to the Adwvocate, it appears as only
since the Government took over the buses that repairs
are effected to them.

From time to time people have spoken of the
inconvenience experienced in getting buses on sche-
dule. That complaint has also been made against the
former bus owners, and more so in their case. I am
sure, Madam Chairman, we are providing today
a better service than was formerly provided.
For example, of the ten buses which we took over
froin the Progressive Bus Company, the owner used
enly four regularly; the others were on.y used at
peak hours and excursions. We ran all ten. I can
tell this Committee that people from as far as Martins
Bay have come to me and said how much they appre-
ciate the service which the Government is giving
them. They have said that in the days before Gov
ernment took the buses over they could only get
a mid-day bus to take them to Martins Bay. I have
letters written to me telling me of the improvement
in that service and that the people from down there
can now get a mid-day bus. I have also information
from people in St. Philip as well as from St
Liartholomew to the effect that people from that par:
of the country hrad to walk as far down as Oistins on
many occasions to get a bus when the former con-
cessionaires were operating on those routes. Nowadays
they get at least a half-hourly bus service passing
that way. T can speak from my own experience of the
Collymore Rock Route. Sometimes you had to wait an
hour before you got a bus on that route when the
former owners were operating those ouses; now, you
get one almost every quarter hou. Left and right,
Madam Chairman, there have been quite a log
oi improvements: but it must be appreciated that
never mind how rich a Government or a conces-
sionaire may be, he cannot provide buses in sufficient
rumber to meet the needs of peak hours when tnose
tours arrive. There will always be people waiting
to get buses to take them 1o and from work in the
morning between 7 o’clock and 8 o’clock, and in the
afternoon between 4 o’clock and 5 o’clock, because 1t
will be uneconomical for one to ifind sufficient buses
tc take off the people at those peak hours. As far
a5 I can see, that situation will remain so for a long
time.

Madam Chairma.., I am sure that the bus ser.
vice has improved. [ think when Messrs Eckstein
Bros. used to run buses, they had 39 and of that
number they used 20 regularly; the remainder were
used for charter bus purposes, and a few were taken

JULY 3, 19‘56 19_7__,

out to be used at the peak hours. Nowadays, of that
rervice, we run 30, and only one or two are kept te
relieve a bus if it breaks down.

I do know that whenever you get changes you
will get opposition. I do know that there has been
gaite a lot of opposition whipped up against ftae
Government and agairst the Transport Service by
people who do not want to see the Government ruu-
unirg that service. The Press and big busriness no
doubt, have been behind this and have been using
their influence on this bus business, I want to say liat
cven recently there has been a great all-round im-
provement. It has been found necessary to repri-
mand, discipline and in some cases dismiss certain
cmployees of the Transport Board, and I know that
some members will raise these questions: but again,
t wish to say that in all undertakings buch as that,
you will no doubt find some ‘‘bad eggs’’ among the
crowd, and you will have to weed them out as guickly
as possible. T think I am correct in saying that ther:
were some employees of this Board wbho were dis-
missed by some former employers who couid not he
employed by those concessionaires for half a minute.
Lfter the Transport Board took over the buses, the
names of those persons were submitted to the Board
for employment. Well, ike reason for that is obvious
therefore, it is necessary te do some cleaning up.

I will assure hon. members that the situation at
the Transport Board is nothing like what is repre-
sented in the Press, by people who no doubt do not
want to see the bus service run by the Government,
and by people whose only aim is to throw mud at
the Government.

I want to assure this Committze that nothing
which has been said against me or this Government
can stick anywhere because we are sure that we have
hoen acting in the interest of the people, bearing in
mind the cost of living and that we do not want to
do anything to increase it. As a matter of fact, we
raid in the Five Year Plan that we were not going
to increase bus fares and we stuck to that.

6.35 p.m.

No amount of eriticism, abuse, lies. slander or
anything like that will ever change any intention I
have about anything. I want that to he known erystal
clear. Nome at all! T wm accustomed to slander and
it can go on indefinitely; it just rolls off, like water
on a duck’s back. I pay it no attention at all as long
a3 I am satisfied the thing is right: and in the interest
of the community and more particularly in the
interest of the poorer class of people especially, 1
am prepared to support it.

I beg to move thai this Resolution do unow pass.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : I beg to second that.

Mr. GODDARD: Madam Chairmau, if we were
attending a Company Meeting insteac of this Assem-
bly, and this were the Annual General Meeting,
after the display of the Directors which are the
Ministers and the Government, they would be called
on to resign each and everyome. In a private com-
pany they would have to get out and that is the
big difference between nationalised industries and
private enterprise companies. For the Minister to
wet up here for the past two hours or more and even
at the very end to say that the bus service today is
letter than when it was taken over: well, each and
cvery member in this Chamber including the gallery
can answer that. Madam Chairman, I realised the
nature of this debate and for that reason I fur-
nished the Minister with a series of questions whish
T told him I would be requiring him to answer today.
* gave them to him this morning in writing so that
he could prepare them, and T am going to read them
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because he has attempted to answer some, but |
xrotice when he got down to No. 12 he stopped.

The first question was: ““What is the policy of
1he Government in connection with the Transport of
the island?”’

The answer to that is still ‘‘they do not know.”
They have declared today that they have not taken
over for the purpose of nationalisation. They just
tuok them over because they said they had to. They
did not have to. They took them over because thes
claimed that the concessionaires were making ade-
yuate profits, and they were not prepared to inc.:ase
the fares of the public, and they were going to show
the concessionaires and the public that they can do
a better job. Well, have they doune a better job?

Question 2 is ‘‘how many concessions werle there
on the 10th August, 1955%”’

Mr. Chairman resumed tie Chair at this point.

Mr. TUDOR: I rise on a point of Order. Waen
Your ITonour was last sitting in that seat, you leit u.
with the promise that you would seek clarification on
+he issue and that when you returned to your place
would give it to us. Are you not in a position to
“favour this Committee with the ruling you sought?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member
wanted to know the reason for Head XXXVI. There
was no such Ilead XXXV in the Estimates. Tn- this

particular Resolution the amount being asked for ‘s
a new IHead and the Government saw fit to bring it
under IHead XXXVI because there is nowhere in
the Estimates to put it. They had tc bring in a
‘Resolution under a Head and it being a new Head
‘they brought it under Head XXXV

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, on a point of
Order. What is the senior member for St. Michael
doing behind you?

Mr. CHAIRMAN. Allow me to speak if you
want me to speak. The hon. membér must take his
geat. Head XXXVI formerly was Transpert Board,
now merged with the Department of Highways and
“Transport [A VOICK: In what way?] Don’t you
know the way? Head XXXVI is new so that is the
reason for Head XXXVI that they are referring in.

Mr. BARROW: I do not think you understar]
the question on which I sought Your Honour’s
raling, I did not know you were going to come back
and consult the senior member for St. Mickael.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I have not consulted the
member for St. Michael.

Mr. BARROW: 1 am sorry, I did not know
ne would gratuitously offer his advice.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I would like to warn you
that you should not accuse people of things. That
mind of yours you should leave at the bottom of
the stairs when you cume here.

Mr. BARROW: What T am saving. Mr. Chaisr-
man, is that the estimates you have before you are
not for the present finavueial vear because there is no
Head for Highways and Transport in the Estimafes
for this year; but moreover, Your Honour will unacr
stand, I do not think I made myself sufficiently cleav
en the issue T was putting for Your Honour’s ruling
and it was this: under what authority was this -Reso-
Intion being set now before the House, not where was
ead XXXVI, because I know there was no IHea:l
XXXVI? T am asking under what statutory
anthority you are asking to take money out of th:
Treasury.

Mr. CHAIRMAN - You said there was no Head
XXXVI.

Mr. BARROW: T explained to vou it could not
come under Head XXXVI because there was no
Head XXXVT and T want an indication under what
statutory authority this money is to be voted. All
the money in the Estimates for 1956 —57 was voted

ny this House in the Appropriation Bill which is
now the law of the land. That is the point which T
was making. I do not think you understand or I
2id not make myself sufficiently clear.

If there is no Head XXXVI in the Estimates,
then there is no law. Therefore, I would like to knvw
ander which law we are expeecting the Colonial
Treasurer to pay out this money.

6.45 p.m.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I take it that after we have
passed the Estimates end you want to bring down
a Resolution for money, you would have to bring
it down under a certain Head and this 1is a new
Head. In other words, I would have te say that
this is new money. [Laughter].

Mr. BARROW : I do not knew whether they are
geing to print this money or not. [Laughter from
the Visitors” Gallery].

Mr. CHATRMAN: T would like to say a few
words to the visitors in the Gallery. The visitors in
he Gallery are not allowed to shout or to laugh when
they are there; they must sit quietly and listen to the
debates.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, perhaps the
iocular manner in which you answered the question
rrovoked mirth. However, that is by the way. I
would like to know what is the legal sanction for
:his expenditure of public funds out of the Treasury.
[ am not asking for the Head of the Estimates whici
they have invented, and you have suggested that they
are inventing the money as well; I think I have mad.
-nyself quite clear. The Appropriation Act authorises
rioney to be taken out of the Treasury for the year,
and unless you have 2 Supplementary Resolution
for something which is already in the Act, you can-
sot create a new IHeal in this way. I do not think
:hat you should allow yourself to be misled by the
blandishments of any of the members on that side
«f the House; they cannot make the illegal legal.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I think that this farce
tag gone on quite long enough. T have told the hon.
inember before that whatever happens in the Law
Courts, let him keep out of law when in the House,
because whenever he opens his mouth on the law,
ne is always wrong. What has the hon. member said?
T{e says that once you Lave passed an Appropriation
Act, you cannot spend any more money.

Mr. BARROW: The hon. member is building
4p a thesis to destroy himself. ITe is misquoting me:
is he giving a Ruling?

Hon. G. II. ADAMS: The hon. member said
that outside the Heads of the Estimates and the
\ppropriation Aect, you cannot spend any money. We
=ill all see what he said when the Report of the
Jdebates comes out. [Mr. BARROW : You will hasve
Aited the debates by ihat time.] Anybody who has
Leen called to the Bar should be ashamed to  let
what the hon. member has saild come out of his
mouth. The Crown caun come to the House and ask
for money at any time: you do not pass a law saying
that the Crown can ask for money. It is no wonder
that we get these guffaws from the hon. senior mem-
ber for St. Philip and the honourable junior member
for St. Luey. We have passed the HEstimates, and we
put a sum of money in the Appropriation Act; that
money is appropriated to the service of the Crown for
the vear. On the day after, you may have a disaster,
it may be a hurricane or, suddenly, you may make
up vour mind to set up an Atom Bomb Station or
anything vou like. If vou have not got a Head in the
Estimates, must vou unot create a new Head? The
Draughtsman remembered that we used to have a
Head in connection with Transport; that Head was
wiped out because the Transport Board was amalga-
mated with the Highways Board. You have a gap
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Leiween Iead XXXV and lHead XXU.VII of the
Estimates, and what is more appropriate than to
create a new Head which would be a Head in respect
of Transport? I would guarantee that the average
bright child who comes in here, and knows anything
as to how money is spent by the Government would
be able to answer the question. No such child could
possibly say that you need a Statute to enable the
Crown to come to the Legislature for money. [Mr.
BARROW: For this money.] You do not need any
Statute for any money for which you are asking.

If there is no Statute creating a Head, then you
.ask for a Suppiementary vote under a new Head.
We come down for a Supplementary Estimate and
put in a fresh Head; We can put in the Head *‘ Atom
Bomb Research’’. The honourable member would
then ask: ‘“Where is the authority for doing that?’’
Mr. Chairman, do you think that I feel happy, being
-a Barrister myself, when I hear a man who has been
called to the Bar making such elementary mistakes
which a boy attending a Primary school should be
ashamed of making, and apparently being taken seri-
ously? I repeat: the Crown can ask for money at
any time for anything, and it is up to Parliament to
abolish it or grant it. For somebody who, as far as
we know has been called to the Bar, to ask for the
Statutory authority under which the Crown has
asked for money, and complain that in a new Reso-
jution you have not got any Head under which to put
it, well, I do not know that anything could be more
farcical than that. This tells you that it needs a new
Fiead because no old Head is there. It is time to stop

" this sort of thing, Election year or no Election year;
it is time for anybody to stop displaying such invin-
cible ignorance as the honourable member displays.

Mr. BARROW: The honourable member has
made a reference to my legal ability. If I am not dis-
playing that ability, he must be a little patient with
me. It did not take me the long number of years
which it took him to get through the Bar Finals,
because I was a bit more in a hurry than he was. I
should like to say that personal abuse is no answer
to criticism and the sooner the honourable member
learns that, the better it will be for him. He took
the longest time to qualify at the Bar; with such
depravity coming from that side of the House from
2 man who has won a Scholarship illegally, well,
tuch a person would not be concerned with the exi-
gencies of Parliamentary procedure at this stage. If
the foundation was bad, then the superstructure must
be also bad.

For the honourable member to get up and give
a ruling for Your Honour is an attempt to subvert
the authority of the Chair. Of course, if Your Hon-
our accepts the ruling, well, T will accept it. Let him
pet up and tell his colleagues and his satellites how
much time he took to do his Bar Exams.

6.55 p.m.

Mr. CHATRMAN:
ourable member,

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: For the honourable mem-
ber’s benefit, although it is purely personal, but for his
satisfaction let him go and look up the records and
he will see that I never began to take my Bar Exam-
inations until my last vear. I read law at Oxford
ITniversity but that has nothing to do with that. Be-
tore the honourable member begins to raise his points
let him look up the records.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable junior mem-
ber for Christ Church will zantinue to speak.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I am enti-
tled to make a personal explanation.

Mr. CHATRMAN : The honourable senior mem-
ter for St. Philip is out of order.

I am appealing to the hon-

Mr. CRAWFORD: Am 1 not entitled to maka
an explanation?

M. CHAIRMAN:
put of order.

Mr. CRAWFORD: How am I out of order?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am saying that the hon-
ourable junior member for Christ Church will con-
tinue to speak.

Mr. CRAWFORD :
sonal explanation now.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am asking the honourable
senior member for St. Philip for the second time to
take his seat and to let the honourable junior mem-
ber for Christ Church continue to speak.
Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman,
Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I am say-

I am saying that you are

I am entitled to make a per-

ing

ulyr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable senior mem-
ber for St. Philip must take his seat. The honourable
Junior member for Christ Church gave way for the
bonourable junior member for St. Lucy. I am say-

-ing that the honourable junior member for Christ

Church must continue to speak.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Who gave way for the hon-
ourable senior member for St. Joseph? He just got
lip and ran the Chair and everything, I have never
heard this thing in Parliament all my life,

Mr. CHAIRMAN : For the third time I am call-
ing on the honourable senior member for St. Philip
to take his seat and to allow the honourable junior
member for Christ Church to finish his speech. The
nenourable senior member for St. Philip will hav:
bis opportunity to speak later.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, my second
question was how many Concessionaires applied on
the 10th August, 1955 and in the reply by the Hon.
Minister of Communications, he said that there were
fourteen.

Mr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Chairman, I am entitled
to rise on a point of explanation.

Mr. CHAIRMIAN: On what is the honourable
member speaking?

Mr. CRAWFORD : I am speaking on a point of
explanation. The honourable senior member for St.
Joseph in his fulminations against honourable mem-
bers referred to the honourable junior member for
St. Lucy and myself because we could not agree
with his reasoning on the Resolution before us. He
went on to say that if the Government wanted to set
up and Atom Bomb Research Station they could bring
in a new Head and ask for the money to set it up.
He is perfectly correct because we have no Atom
Bomb Research Station,

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Is that a point of explanation?

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 want to explain to the
gatisfaction of the House and the Committee as well
as the honourable senior member for St. Joseph that
if does not mean by one passing his Bar Examination
that he has all the sense. If, Mr. Chairman, you ha.

rreviously created an Atom Bomb Research
Authority—-- —

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That is not a point of ex-
planavios.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Am I not entitled to explain
for the benefit of the Committee? 1 merely got up to
show the waste of time of the village lawyer. 1 was
saying, Sir, that previously in this House when we
had a guestion as regards expenditure of that Trans-
port Board Authority we were told by the Hon.
Minister of Communications that he could not answer
the question then; he had to wait until he got a
statement from the authority. In other words, having
orce established an authority, in financial matters
concerning that authority you must get a stateiment
from that authority itself first.
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Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a
point of Order. I think the honourable member
is misleading the Committee. What I said then was
that the matter was sub judice and that according te
the Transport Act, a statement of expenditure must
bs laid on the Table of the House at the end of the
Year’s working of the Transport Board. 1 have never
said what the honourable member has just said.

Mr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Chairman, the honour-
able member was asked about the expenditure of
the Board.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That is not a point of ex-
planation. You got up to reply to the remarks about
village lawyers.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Well,
HOW-

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You got up and said that
sou wanted to give a personal explanation and
1 gave you the opportunity.

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 have not made it yet.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Well make it now.

Mr. CRAWFORD: For the honourable member
to come in here and abuse people ‘

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You got up to make a
personal explanation; do make it now.

Mr. CRAWFQORD: I am suggesting that the
honourable senior member for St. Joseph has attemp?-
ed to pull matters of procedure in this House dowu
to the level which one does not associate with this
Parliament. When the time comes I will reply to the
nonsense he talked about the legality of the Resolu-
tion because he knows it is not right. At this stage,
Mr. Chairman, I am justified in guoting what he

said.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You can speak on that until
morning when your turn comes. Allow the honourable
junior member for Christ Church to continue.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, the next ques-
tion — Question 4 — is to the effect as to what pur-
pose the Government took over these coneessions, Was
it for the purpose of granting new and equivalent
ccneessions? The Hon. Minister replied by saying
““‘no.’” He said that they did not take them over with
that view. I am saying that they did. Some appli-
cations were made but they were not entertained.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I did not say
anything about they were not entertained. I made
it erystal clear that they were not attended to be-
cause we did not know how much the buses ‘wera
worth. I said that the applications still hold good
up to todav.

7.05 pm. |

Mr. GODDARD: He toock them over to
prove to the public that they could run them
better than the existing concessionaires and at
the same time to make a profit. Well, he has
failed miserably in both. We have a much worse
transport service to-day and it goes back to the
tvpe of transport when we had the fly buses. It is
tantamount to that, and if his removal to Bay Strect
has caused him not to realise the hardships on the
travelling publie in Bridgetown, I would invite him
at half past three any afternoon to leave the Minis-
teria]l Buildings and come down in his car and watch
outside here or opposite Dr. Storey’s and see how
the public gets home and say whether it is his idea
that the twenty-five minutes or hour and a half spent
in the morning to catch a bus and another hour and
o half to cateh a bus back home is deserving of keep-
ing the fares down by half-cent. That is his econc-
mics, but I believe each and every person of the
travelling public were prepared and are prepared
to pay to get a ride home or to work as soon as they
come out of their doors as possible, but that does not
obtain today. It has got worse: and with this state-

I am telling you

—

ment that the buses are in better shape than they

were with the old concessionaires. I am only going to
make this one statement and say how false that is.
How many buses have been licensed today. Now,
icday is the 3rd of July, and in the month of June
every vehicle should be licensed and in the former
days they were licensed when owned by private in-
dividuals and those existing concessionaires today
Lave licensed everyone. Today out of 116 buses which
they have—I will admit they have some in the grave
vard, and they have some with engines out—I would
like to know how many are licensed. I have made
enquiries and I will tell him, In St. Michael they
have licensed 34. Now, you have 106 buses and may
be you have licensed some in the other parishes, but
surely with 34 buses licensed today you are doing
something and breaking the law that no concession-
aire could have done. Under the old practice, con-
cessionaires had to thave their buses up to standard
in June when they would go to the Parochial Treasur-
er with their forms from the Transport Board and
their Insurance certificates to pay their licences. To-
days you have licensed 84 in the parish of St. Michael.
Of course, I will allow for some that might be
Ycensed in St. Philip or some other parish. What
are the others doing!? Are you telling me that the
Luses are running without licences and that it is a
better system than the old one? You may draw your
conclusions but the public will draw them differently.
That is what is happening today! I do not know if
they are licensed and the pedestrians are becoming
impatient. That is the type of transport we have
today. What are the reasons for Government retain-
ing certain concessions and yet making applicatior
fer funds for the nationalisation of the island trans-
port service? This is nine months since the taking
over of the buses and we have heard for the first time

“they hope that at the earliest moment they will find

someone from somewhere after their operation ‘who
will take over those buses and run the service as they
direct. Well, they have found someone to take back
bis buses and the honourable member has proved
today that that man is a very happy man who was
making money and whose intention it was not t.
give up his buses. He said the gentleman took them
back as they were at the time. Now, I am in a posi-
tion to state that that is also false. They were directed
over at the Transport Board to put these buses in
top form, and if necessary to put in new engines;
and I understand there were some new engines put
in, and I do know they worked on them into the
wee hours of the morning and delivered them at 12
o’clock. T do not think they could have delivered all
at the same time because they were not in good condi-
tion to hand them; back. So when the Minister gets
up and says that the former proprietor was anxions
to get them back and took them as they were, that 1s
contrary to what we know to be the facts. They were
worked on and actually a direction went out to
the mechanies to put them in top shape and if
necessary put in new engines. [A VOICE: From
J & R?] You cannot throw any red-herring aecross
my trail; I will continue with this. I know it hurt
and it would hurt any Minister who had feelings to
have to take what he has to take today, but he has
started off wrong, he has continued wrong, and he
is still blundering on.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I am sorry to interrupt
the honourable member but can he tell me since when
the Transport Board is a Government Department?
7.15 pm.

Mr. GODDARD: It is directed as if it were a
Government Department. It has gone from bad to
worse; it was conceived in spite and nothing will
succeed that is taken over like that.

The honourable member made a statement, and
he read out that the Commission of Enquiry had
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said that they were unable to arrive at adequate
conclusions because some of the Concessionaires
were unable to furnish adequate figures. However,
the honourable member did mnot say that there
was at least ome Concessionaire who could
have furnished every conceivable figure which they
could have wanted and did furnish it; he could have
come to conclusions from that Report of Conces
sionaires, but he neglected to say that. I am pointing
out that they have two Reports, one from the Diree-
tor of Highways and Transport, and one from their
appointed Committee, but they went against the ex-
press views of the Committee’s Report and they sail
that they were bringing somebody from Trinidad to
make a third Report. Where are we going? When
tais person has finished reporting and he tells you
tc put the Transport system. of this Island on a proper
footing — you 'will have to do that some day—it may
cost you $4 million or $5 million, and what are you
geing to say? Are you going to get rid of the exist-
ing conditions under which the Transport system
is operated now? Are you going to turn back the
Transport service to be run by the former Conces-
sionaires or even new Concessionaires?

‘The Auditor has made a Report to the end of
March and the figures quoted show a loss by this
Transport Department of the sum of $170,000. [Hon.
M. E. COX: That is not true.] I am surprised te
hear the Hon. Minister say that the Board has only
lost $95,000, and he went on to explain that most of
that money was due to increase wages and salaries
of the employees, Some day, we will know the whole
story. T'welve months will soon be up; we still have
three more months to go. I can only hope that we
will have profit and loss accounts properly audited
as soon. as possible and that will be another imposi-
tion even bigger than this one; many of the facts
which are being withheld today will be exposed on
that occasion.

I asked the Hon. Minister if, when the Trans.
port Board took over these concessions, they operated
them individually, and his answer to that question
was *“Yes’’. If that is so, then he could have gone
on to answer my further questions. These are tha
mportant ones which he did not answer; question
No. 11 was: “‘If so, will Government state what
profits and or losses were made in respect of each
concession retained?’’ That question has not been
answered; perhaps, he will give the information to
me up to the end of December or March or to ihe
end of May. From my own deductions, I do not know
vhere they are going. My next question was this:
‘“What is the gross revenue from fares, advertising
and other sources?’’ That would be up to the end
of March or June. I would be grateful if these fig-
ures were available because we should be in a position
*uv know the other things we are going to have.

The next question was this: ‘‘What were the
expenses in respect of the following:— (a) Repairs,
(b) Licences; (¢) Rent, Light, water and telephone,
{d) Salaries, (e) Staiionery and printing; (f) In-
surance (g) Wages; (h) Gasolene and OQil; (i) Tyres
and tubes; (j) Legal and accident suits; (k)Depre-
oiation on buses; (1) Depreciation on Machinery:
1m) Depreciation on Furniture; (n) Depreciation on
Tools.”’

The Hon. Minister has not furnished one figur=
in respect of any of these items, yet he told us that
they have kept the acecunts separately for each eon-
cession taken over. I would like to know how they
eould have kept separate accounts for each concession
when I have seen a National bus up in Oistins and
in Cave Hill, and indeed as far afield as St. Philip?
{f do not know if these accounts are kept in. respect
-of each bus or group of huses in respect of each routs.

Question No. 14, was this: ‘‘ Are there any out-
standing debts? If so, what is the amount of such
debts, and to whom are they owing?’’ [Hon. M. E.
COX: “J & R.” is included] [Laughter] 1 am very
pleased to know thai { am included, but if the hon.
member kept accounts like that, even up to the end
of March, he would have furnished the information,
but he has not done so.

The next question was this (a) ‘‘How many of
the buses at present retained by Government have
passed the annual inspection? (b) How many are in
operation to date? (¢) ¥low many are unserviceable?’

Do you not think that that would have been
helpful information to be given even at 12 o’clock
today ? Can the hon. member furnish that informa-
tion even at this late nour?

At this stage it would be interesting to note that
ander the Transport system of this Island, buses
nave to be inspected by the Police every quarter.
Ifave the Police inspected any of these buses during
the last two quarters prior to this one? It is within
my knowledge that this inspection has lapsed, and
we are only now baving a partial annual inspection
«f these buses. The danger to the travelling public
and to pedestrians is bveoming greater, and we have
an improved bus service according to the standard
of the Hon. Minister of Transport!

The last question I asked the Hon. Minister was
this: ‘‘By what authority and under what condi-
tions were the Progressive Buses handed back to Mr.
Birch ¢’

Well, I have dealt with that matter alreaay, andg,
Mr. Chairman, you have heard what the Hon. Minis-
ter has said; he has said that the Progressive buses
were handed back to Mr. Birch under the same coun-
ditions and the same state in which they were when
he applied on the last ocecasion.

7.2 p.m.

Hon M. E. COX: I did not say that.

Mr. GODDARD: 7You said that they were re-
turned to him and he was so anxious to get them
nack that he took them as they were. [A VOICE:
With new engines.] Yes, with instructions to the
mechanics to have them put in top conditicn even
if new engines had to be put in them.

Hon. M. E. COX: Who gave those instructions?

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman the Minis-
ter’s whole defence of the Transport System has been
the type of criticism that the employers in Barbadoes
are the most vicious and scandalous imaginable he
has known. He attempts to say that the Transport
Svstem as run by the Transport Board has been sabo-
taged by big business. That has been his whole de-
fence. He attempts to say that they have got into
this difficulty because of big business trying to in-
timidate the employees of the Transport Board so
as to see that the conditions over there are unfavour-
able as can be. Of course he includes the Press. He
is trying to throw mud on somebody. It is a most
vicions thing to do and if that were the attitude ¢
Governments in the past, not only business in this
Island but business in the other neighbouring Islands
will be afraid to have dealings with this Government
l:ecause they will never know what they are going
to get. When you are wrong, say that you are wrong.

The genfleman from Trinidad whom they are
now asking to come and give them a third report
is the Licensing Authority of that colony. Did he
not visit here a few months ago (it might be for
two days) to give the Government a little idea of
what type of transport would be more suitable for
this Island? I was very pleased to hear the Hon.
Minister say that this gentleman spoke highly of the
type of buses we have operating here and the system
that is now operated in Trinidad as well as in Jama-
ica, but the Hon. Mizister did vot tell us that the
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“Transport system both in Trinidad and Jamalca ix
being run privately aud not by Government. Those
two colonies had a Guvernment Transport systemn
formerly and they both failed; so both of those Gov-
ernments eventually realised that running a trans-
port service was something for private industry
do; so they turned it over to private emterprise.

At one moment he says that the former conces
sionaires made money out of the business and wili
continue to make money under the existing condit
ions, but after that he comes back and tells us that
although Government is running a hetter service, it
is losing money. Is it not that Governmcut cannot
run the system?

I will draw to his attention that the Vestry of
St. Michael has not got one penny from the Govern
ment this year by way of taxation on the transport
system. In the past we have been in the happy posit
ion of getting trade returns from the concessionaires
who operated in St. Michael. When the Vestry of St.
Michael was laying its rates this year it expected to
get trade tax on somcthing like $30,000 profit from
the bus companies. When the Assessor approache]
the Transport Board for its trade returns and th
Vestry was hoping and expecting from the Board a
trade return because Government said that thev
would make money a»d that was the reason they
took them over, the Assessor came back to the Vestry
and said that the Board reported a loss [A
VOICE: Who said that?] ‘That meant that ths
Vestry of St. Michael has not received one penny
from the bus business this year although all along,
from the time Messrs Hekstein Bros. were ruuning
the buses, bus companies have paid taxes in St
Michael. Now, the first year that (Government has
taken them over, they have returned a loss, and as
a result, they are not paying any taxes. They are us-
ing a Government Department, the worksliop of th:
Department of Highways and Transport, they have
had.already $30,000 which is already gone ard they
have come now for $110,000 which is an amount that
can only buy tyres and all of that, to run the Trans.
port service. Do you not realise that this amount
which you have come for is inadequate? You should
at least come for a sum to carry you through to the
end of the year. Is it your intention to run up
bills in order to carry ¢n?

Mr. Chairman, I do not have to say much more
on the existing transport system and the types of
buses, because apart from the Hon. Minister of
Transport, everyone else realises that the buses a1~
aot only dirty, filthy and want painting badly but
the engines want repairing because they misfire
back-fire, catch afire and stop on the roads daily. I
s seldom a morning that I eome to work that thera
is not a bus on the road waiting for something to
tow it back into the yard of the Highways and Trans-
port.

If T may get on with the other parts of the
Resolution, I see tha: Government has come down
for $25,00G to buy a single diesel bus to show thc
public what ecomfort in travelling really means.
When you buy that one bus, I hope you will take
into account the size of the bus and that you will
not have to bring down a Bill to amend the present
law to make provision for a wider size bus. Does
Government feel satisfied that this type of bus which
you are getting down is the right type? You say thay
you are getting it for the public to see the type ot
comfort in travelling they will get in the future. 1s
that a little hold-out to the public so that when the
time comes for Goveriment to say that it wants 120
of those buses to put the public transport on a proper
system that the people will be in a better mood to
ask their representatives to vote the money, and let

something clse that they have promised in the past
to the people wait a little longer?

However, Sir, we will wait for the report of
this gentleman who is to come from Trinidad. Gov
ernment has stated toright that it is not their inten-
tion to nationalise the bus service of this Island and
that they are hoping as soon as a settlement as to
the payment of these buses is reached that they will
find concessionaires who will come forward to taie
back certain of these bus routes and run them.

7.35 p.m.

But he goes on today and says that Gevernment
intends to keep a few. What purpose would that
serve if they keep even cne? What would be the pur-
pose of that? He did make that statement about keep-
ing one or two! If I am wrong I would like him in
clarify that. What are the few they are going 10
keep and for what purpose? Where do you propose
making your bus terminal for this purpose? Where?
‘What size will these sheds be, and how many buses
are expected to be housed in these sheds? If it 1s
possible to furnish that information we would be
grateful. As regards the honoraria of $750 there were
many persons who in the take over had quite a lot
of arduos duties to perform at odd hours, day and
aight, and I see that the sum of $750 is to recouw:-
pense these persons. Would it be possible for you
to say how many persons you intend to recompense
t ecause the question was once asked by some member
«f this House—I forgst who it was—whether it was
the intention of the Government to recompense the
Director of Highways a»d Transport for the amount
»f work he had to put into the initial stages and 2
reply came that that was part of his duties and no
1ecompense to him was contemplated. There may be
junior staff; and if it can be said how many there
are, we, on this side of the Table would be wvevy
grateful for that information. The amount for legal
expenses is a revote and that is really sutside of
the questions I have asked, and 1 do not intend tu
go into that. But as regards accommodation for thess
buses I would like that information if he has got
*he questions clearly which I have stated: the size,
where you intend to put it, for how many buses, and
whether in one or other places, because it seems
that until you can tell me how many buses you are
going to house I will be content with that. Again, I
vegret I cannot share the Minister’s happy views
sbout the type of publie transport that exist today,
and I know that wheu the concessionaires ran thes.
Luses they had to conform to a standard that was
s0 much higher than exist today that if one bus mis-
fired twice, the road inspeectors were asked to take
that bus off. Not only do they misfire today but [
think they ecateh afire. and the buses are still put
hack on the road next day to take people out.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman. because of
my convietion that it 1¥ in the interest of this com-
munity that the public passenger transport system
should be mationalised, Government is entitled to he
(ntirely optimistie in respect to my support on this
measure in the Resolvtiop which is before us; but
Sir, I must say that I was greatly perturbed to hear
“he Hon. Minister who is in charge of this make cer-
tain remarks this afternoon, because one felt that
because it is the policy of a Socialist Government
in the interest of the people to. nrationalise every
sesential commodity—Omne took it for granted-—and
varticularly having heard the answers which wers
given to my questions earlier last year in connection
with the nationalisation of public passenger trans-
port, Government even if temporarily or lukewarm-
adly, halfheartedly wcre embarking upon complete
nationalisation of the public passenger transport
svstem of this colony: but the remark, Sir, of the
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M:nister which has caused me so much perturbation
included this: that tlere is no question of Govern-
ment being desirious ¢t taking over the buses but
simply a question of Government doing its best to
keep down the cost of living; so Sir, let us consider
that for a moment. ‘‘ There was no question of Gov-
ernment desirious of taking over the buses.”” Well,
Sir, either the Government is in favour of nationali-
sation or they are not in favour of wnationalising
essential utilities and when it was said by the Hon.
Minister that there was no question of Government
taking over the buses but that Government was do-
ing his best to keep down the cost of living, it is an
indication that the Minister does not appreciate the
kest means of keeping it down is by nationalisation
of essential commodities; but of course, there is tak-
ing over and taking on and there are two important
viements in respeet of taking over. One is like taking
cver stock and barrel, and then you buy everything
4t wholesale price at a much cheaper rate than
would obtain when you buy only the number which
vou require for the concessions which have been
taken over. Again, of course, if Governmeat is run-
ning a business, it does not have to make a profit.
You want to run a business, it does nct have to
make a profit. You want to run a business efficiently
and while they do not want to make a loss, undoubt-
edly you would not want, as would any of the big
frms or even the small firms of this island insist
on being able to show a profit. What you must in-
sist on being able to show is that you have a satisfied
~ontented public as a result of the units being run.
But another aspect of it which is discouraging, Sir,
is that from the very take over—and they had notice
of it, it did not happen overnight; the matter cf
some weeks when th: former concessionaires were
asked to give up the buses and later to hold on for a
sufficiently number of weeks while the frame work
of a proper organisation would be constructed so
that in the taking over they would run with effi-
ciency and proper administration. To take over a

series of concessions or concessionaires in respect of |

which each formerly had its own mwanager and to
take the whole lot over without a manager at all!
As you know this system started in September and
it was only in mid-February that we heard of a
manager being advertised for and appointed. Well,
no bus service could ever be expected to run itself
with everybody as a manager and everyhody as a
boss. The public should not be given the impression
that this matter was being so managed or misman-
aged as to get the public afraid of nationalisation
and be made to believe that nationalisation is bound
to be a failure.

1.45 p.m.

My contention is the reverse; there must be pro-
per and adequate management in all spheres of busi-
ness.

The other remark which the Hon. Minister made
and which has caused me great concern, was that the
Government always intended to get rid of some of
these buses. That does not go to show that this ques-
tion of real Socialist nationalisation finds very much
favour either with the Hon. Minister himself or
with the Government as a whole. That phrase is very
direct and provocative. That is a point which goes
very much against the Hon. Minister, because on the
one hand he has told us that Mr. Birch so much wel-
comed back his buses, that he came for them, or that
he sent for them in the dead of night; and that he
used only 4 buses in the past, whereas the Govern-
ment used 10. If Mr. Birch would use only 4 of his
ouses and keep the others in the garage, and the
Government used each and every one of the 10 buses,
you would have thought that they would not be jus-

tified in giving back Mr. Birch these buses unless
there was an undertaking given to run all 10 of these
puses. Of course, on the other hand, Mr. Birch has
ouly one route on which to run these 10 buses and
they must be usefully employed on this route. Now
that the Government’s fleet of buses have been de-
pleted, I am forced to ask: what happens now? Does
he keep 4 or 5 or 6 of these buses in constant use?
We must be suffering as the publie, if we are as-
sured that no longer are the routes of this Island
serving the travelling public of Barbados.

Under Part 1 of this Resolution, at paragraph 1
of the Transport Board up to 30th June, 1956, will
amount to approximately $110,000. It has not been
possible to calculate the amounts which will have to
be provided for remewals and replacements.’’

I am wondering if 150 new tyres are all that
are required to fit the Government’s buses with
tyres, because these tyres on the Government’s buses
are in a poor condition; that is to be regretted par-
ticularly now that the rainy season has set in. [
have never seen such billiard-table tyres as I have
seen on the Government’s buses; I remember only
& few weeks ago being called to Crumpton Streat
which was the secene of an accident between a bus
running on the My Lord’s Hill route, and one of
General Traders’ lorries. 1 went to the scene of the
accident in my professional capacity; I happened to
look at the tyres on that particular bus, and I have
not seen tyres as absolutely bereft of threads as I
saw on the bus. The public who travel on that rcute,
and indeed the rest of the public should be protect-
ed against buses being run with thread-bare tyres of
that sort. Mr. Chairman, I am sure that you will be
able to help the Government with the adequate num-
ber of tyres of which they so obviously stand in need.
I cannot see that 150 new tyres conld be adequate to
have the 106 units remaining under Government
control properly fitted.

Paragraph 2 which deals with advice on re-or-
ganisation of the Transport system, refers to the
sum of $2,245. I am not quite clear as to the length
of time that this gentleman will be here, but one gets
the impression that it might be rather long because
the note refers to our contribution for his salary
and pension. This is what is stated in the note .—

““It will also be necessary to provide for his
salary and pension contribution or an honorarium
whichever is preferred by the Government of Trini-
dad.”’

Anyhow the amount is in the vicinity of £500-
and therefore, it does not call for any special com-
ment.

Paragraph 3 of these notes says this:—

““There were certain members of the staff of
the Department of Highways and Transport who
were called on to work long and continuous hours
in connection with the taking over of the buses. Tt
is proposed to pay honoraria to these persons and
for this purpose there is needed a total of $750.

That amount seems to be very small; it is only
$750. I wonder if when the Hon. Minister rises again
in this debate—I have no doubf, that he will rise
many times again—he will supply us with the break-
down of this amount. When we come to paragrapl
4 of these notes, there is a re-vote in connection with:
the services of a Queen’s Counsel to appear on be-
half of the Government in any proceedings which
may arise out of the taking over of the buses. T do
think that the Government should be congratulated
on having secured the services of such a distinguish-
ed Caribbean Queen’s Counsel as Mr. Wooding for
the reasonable fee of 1,000 guineas. T think that the
Government is very fortunate in this r.speet; we
all know the ability of Mr. Wooding as against our
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Acting Attorney General. You will agree with me,
Mgz, Chairman, that tius is money which will be well
spent. Since tae hon. senior member for St. Joseph
has retired from the Bar, it is surprising for what a
reasonable fee one can get a really good Counsel.
Under Capital Expenditure, we have the propo-
sal to purchase this Diesel bus which will have a life
of 10 years. This is the most intriguing part of this
Resolution ; if this 44 Seater Diesel bus becomes so
popular with the public as the hon. member in
charge of this Resolution anticipates, it is proposed.
that all the Government-operated buses should be
44 Seater Diesel buses until something better is
evolved? Should we have selected routes—and in
that case, knowing the Hon. Minister as I do, these
Diesel buses would be in St. Michael—or it is pro-
posed to have 44 Seater buses operating throughout
the Island for these 5,000 guineas apiece? If that is
accepted as the standard wunit for the Transport
system of this Island, then the private concession-
aires will also be required to invest in these comfor-
table and commodious units. Obviously, that should
be the case and if they decide that they cannot afford
to do that, then it would be quite a simple matter
for these concessionaires to hand over their buses to
the Hon. Minister and let us achieve this full-blooded
nationalisation of the Transport system. That is the
only way in which the Transport service will be
made to pay; the Government will be able to control
all the routes and have efficient people employed in
the running of the service.
7.55 p.m.

Let the Hon, Minister understand this: the best
people to run any concern are the people who are
the most fitted to do it. Those people may or may
not be personal friends of the Minister or for that
matter anybody else. Friendship should not count
here as efficiency; the only test and criterion if you
want the system to be a success and you do not
want it to be a failure is efficiency.

Now, Sir, as regards the $75,500 for accom-
modation for omnibuses and workshops I have no
quarrel about that, although I certainly, like the
hon. member who preceded me on the floor of the
House, lack information on the matter. We cer-
tainly should have been given detailed information
on the $75,500 which is to be voted for this expendi.
ture. The Hon. Minister should give us information
as to how many buses are supposed to be housed
and where it is intended that this building and the
workshop should be situated.

Now, Sir, T will refer to what I consider is an
important matter, one to which the Hon. Minister
veferred in one of his speeches on this matter. He
said that it is necessary to reprimand, disciplive
ard even dismiss emrloyees. No one will disagreo
that at times it is mnecessary to reprimand, discip-
Jine and even dismiss employees. That is nothing
1o deplore but when the apparsnt necessity arises,
Government should see to it that all steps are taken
jn order to safeguard the employee and to ensure
that his case is proverly put before the Board.
They should never atiempt to consider a case of
this kind wunless there is present throughout the
entire hearing of it 2 representative of the Trade
Union to which the employee belongs. I am told
that always happens. in every case the employee’s
interest should be safeguarded.

As you know, when one is working with the
Government, one does mnot expect to be dismissed
or to have one’s job sacrificed unless one is proven
guilty of something very serious. Only last week,
a letter was received hy an employee of *he Trams
port Board that his services were terminated on
the ground of general inefficiency? I have seen

l

+hat actually in writing and I must confess I ecan.
net understand it. Ome would like to see them if
legal .proceedings were taken out against them, ct-
tempting to justify this vague general charge of
inefficiency. It should be something specific to pin
down on the employee Even so, before sending in
a written notice of general inefficiency, there should
be a proper opportunity for the employee to an-
swer in writing such charges as there may be which
constitute the alleged general inefficiency in writ-
ing after he has had the opportunity te study them
and that record of his should be placed among
the archives of the Transport Board.

Even though I see the necessity at times to
reprima~d, discipline and dismiss an employee, it
is not good when an employee arrives for his pay
packet on pay day to be handed a letter saying:
““You are hereby dismissed and you need not re-
turn to work again.'’ That is not good enough.
The first time that an employee knew that he was
regarded as generally inefficient was when he re-
ceived a letter from the Board with a statement
to that effect.

Sir, I will warn the Hon. Minister of Communi.
¢ations that although this Transport Board is a
scparate entity he sheuld, without appearing te
take in, hand any running of this Board to let it
be known, perhaps by circular from Government,
that all the proper steps must be taken in order to
ensure that every employee, from the humblest to
the greatest, is given the opportunity to state his
case and to answer all the charges which they might
vut against him.

This may be a small point, but 1t 15 only now
tLat either they do not have the right sign up as
since these buses have been run by Government
1o the direction in which they are going, or that it
s upside down or imside out, or in respect of a
different route so that which the bus is actually go-
ng. It is a most outstanding thing one notices cn
the road. They may appear to be rather minor
*hings but they should be looked into.

What T do suggest about the new Diesel bus
which they propose to get is that one is not enough
for a start. Mr. Chairman, you do know that al-
tLough every new car is expected to be good, (per-
haps the Fords are better than the rest) yet it
does happen oceasionally even with the mew run of
cars that among thern you will buy one in whizh
there is something wrong and as a result you have
i0 return it and get another new one in its place.
That is my objection to this proposition of yours for
buying only one 44-seater Diesel bus to be used to
demonstrate the many advantages of sueh a vehicle
for the public trausport system I think Sir, I have
made sufficient comment on this Resolution which
as T said I am supporting with the misgivings which
T have uttered and with the constructive eriticism to
which T trust the Minister has listened and which 1
hope he will readily act upon. I do not propose to
say anything more about this, Sir, but I wonder if
before I resume my seat, you would like me at this
stage—I see, Sir, you appear somewhat tired aad
perhaps ready to perform another very necessary
function, and I would move that you do mow re-
port progress and ask leave to sit again.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division and Mr. SPEAKER re
sumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, T beg to
1-ove that the House do mow adjourn for three
quarters of an hour.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to second that.
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The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without divisiien eng Mr. SPEAKER ad-
juurned the House accordingly.

805 p.m.
On Resumption
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY CTD.

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment the
House was in Committee of Supply.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, I am going to ask
leave of the House to proceed with the Address of
which 1 gave motice earlier today.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I object to
that. We want to get through with the Govern-
cent business.

The question that leave be gramted the hon.
member was put and resolved in the negative, the
House dividing as follows:

Ayes: Mr. Tupor, MR. CRAWFORD, MR.
Hayneg, Mr. GODDARD—4
Noes: Mg. Smirm, Hon. Dr. Comuming; Hoxn.
M. E. Cox; Mr. Houper; Mr. Brvan; Hox. R. G.
Mapp, Mr. VaUueHAN; Mg. MIiLrer; and J. C. Mort-
TEY—9Y.

Transpori C’td.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir, in a matter of this
sort, to judge from the exhibition made by the Gov-
ernment, it is not very easy to decide how one
should approach it. I will give examples of what
I mean. The Minister right blankly said that they
are not making any profit on the operation of these
buses, but then said he never promised he would
make any profit. Well now, there are two basic

factors underlying the nationalisation of any indus-

try or service by Government. The first is that the
Government should feel that the service or industry
is essentially a public service and therefore must be
controlled by the state; the second is that since this
service is essential, it has to be carried on and has
te be utilised and since no private concern would
carry on without making a profit, if and when Gov-
ernment assumes responsibility for control and op-
eration, the normal profits which it would make
would improve the service that Governmeni wowrid
provide for the country. Well now, if the Govern-
ment starts off by saying we are not making a profit
and did not promise to make any profit, then you
are foreed to ask what are the basic reasons for tak-
ing over the service, and when one hears that in
respect of many of these nationalised services, the
(Government obtained taxes from the operation, it
is even more difficult to understand the position.
The bus companies and other bigger concerns pay
approximately $4,000 a year as Trade tax to the
St. Michael Vestry. They pay their Trade tax on a
return of between $30,000 and $40,000 a year.

They alse paid Income Tax, so that with one
swoop the Govermment has been deprived of the
taxation paid by these bus companies; and one has
to add this loss of taxation to the overall running
of the service by the Government. You have to
wonder what is the approach of a responsible Gov-
ernment in a serious matter of this sort; one is forced
to come to the conclusion that if they are going to
approach a serious matter in this way, then little
children and fools have mo right with sharp-edged
tools.

To quote another example of the ineptitude of
the Government in dealing with this matter, the

Hon. Minister said that the Government was minded
not to permit an increase of one cent in the basic
bus fares because, apart from adding to the cost of
living, there was this question of the school children
who live in the rural areas having to come to the
Clity to school, and the increased cost would fall
heavily on the parents. Ilow seriously should we
consider this statement? If the Government were so
conecerned with minimising the Transportation cost
of these children in getting to the schools in the
City, certainly they would consider constructing
more secondary schools in the rural areas. That
would be the necessary answer to that question. In
St. Philip, there is a mew glorified school called the
Princess Margaret School; the Government has per-
sisted in running it as an elementary school so that
the children have to go to the Secondary schools
in the City. You have been amazed, Mr. Chairman,
at the enormous number of applicants who try to
get into Secondary schools every year; you have 800
applicants at Harrison College, you have a similar
number at St. Michael’s Girls’ School and over 900
at the Modern High School. The answer to this
problem is not to sink money in a service which you
cannot operate, but to provide more Secondary
schools for the children.

A third example which had me so befogged that
I did not know how to take part in this debate,
i m respect of the bus service in Jamaica. The
Hon Minister went on to tell the Committee that
the Government is subsidising this bus service. Are
we to understand that this Government wants to
throw away money in subsidising the buscs? The
ITon. Minister told the Committee that people who
are operating these buseg in Jamaica are allowed 1o
bring in their rolling stock and so on free of d-ly
Apart from that, the Government of Jamaica has uad
to give a rebate on the gasolene tax in order to heip
them equate running costs with revenue. The ion.
Minister might have told the Committee that the ;.as
tares in Jamaica are very much higher than they ar.
in Barbados. [ITon. M. E. COX: So is the gasolcae]
in Jamaica, you pay something like 6¢. for two miles
which means that a comparable distance in this
Island, from Bridgetown to Top Roeck would cost a
hittle over 12¢., and to go to Oistins would cost some-
thing like 20c. in Jamaica. Here it costs you only
10c; but the Hon. Minister is much enthused over the
matter of having buses like those in Jamaiea and then
heavily subsidising them. I am reminded of the
saying that a fool and his money is soon parted, ana
the Government has demonstrated itself as a fool. ana
is throwing away the money as fast as it can.

The argument advanced today is that we have
money in the Treasury, and you have to provide a
‘Transport service for the public; therefore the Gov-
ernment can afford to dip heavily into its coffers and
throw away the money. That is not my conception
of how a business should be run, whether it be a State
controlled or & privately-run business. I refuse to
make any reference to the Hon. Minister’s statement
that the bus service is being operated better than it
was operated before. If out of the 116 buses which
they took over, only about 50 are licenced on the road,
34 are in the metropolitan area and 16 outside, then
vou have 66 which are not in operation at all. When
the buses were in operation, the service was not
enough to satisfy the needs of the travelling publie,
hecause the Government themselves called upon the
concessionaires to increase the number of buses.
Now the Hon. Minister has the effrontery to get up
m here and say that they have a better Tramsporta-
tion service than before.
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1 bave never seen more bus waggons carrying
people about the road; people are buying these small
waggons and using them in transporting the people.
You cannot have the service improved with less buses ;
! have marvelled from time to time to see the small
number of buses which are on the various routes, and
I have been amazed at hearing complaints all over
the Island, as to how long people have to wait ror
buses to transport them. Yet we are told that the
rervice has been improved! Improved where? If,
it my opinion, the Government were minded to
nationalise the Transport service of the Colony, and
i* we had the money to do it effectively and efficiently,
one could understand that. If the Government were
actually and really concerned with nationalization as
a political principle, we would today have been
cwning a large number of shares in the Eleetric Com-
pany; and to be responsible for the acquisition of
capital by the company, and the Government itself to
control the relevant number of shares in the Com-
pany; but we did nothing of the kind. We have al-
allowed the Government’s financial position to be
used as an endorsement by the Electric Company to
the share capital it needed and today we do not own
cne single share in the Company, and that is a con-
cern out of which we could have made money, We
would have ensured that this Company would be run
«fficiently under proper management and the share-
holders would be getting some return on their invest-
itent, and therefore any investment which the Gov-
ernment had in the Company would show some profit.
Motivated by reasons which I cannot characterise in
rarliamentary language, the Government has put
itself in a position in which it has to acquire the bus
scrvice; it talks glibly about nationalising Transport
on the one hand, and on the other we are told here to-
pight that Government does not intend to keep the
~oncessions which it has acquired; it may keep one or
two of them.

920 pm.

He said that eight applications were made for
these concessions but that nothing can be finalised
until such time as can be settled the purchase price
of the units. In other words, the Government in
tends as long as conveniently possible to permit pri-
vate enterprise to operate the majority of the con
cessions which Government hag under its control. If
that be the case, why not make a clean breast of the
natter ’Why do they not let the taxpayers know of
what they are doing now, and what they intend to 94
Are you going to do it this year or next year after the
General Elections? They know that they cannot
run them; they know that they cannot operate them :
they do not intend to operate them themselves; there-
Yore, why merely set up a gesture in order to make
the public feel that there are at present some im-
provements just to hold out until after the General
Llections, when they know that the position is not
what they put up? The Hon. Minister says that the
financial loss is $110,000. The hon. junior member
for Christ Church has claimed that the Auditor for
the St. Michael’s Vestry who investigated the finances
of the Board—

Hon. M. E. COX:
them ?

M}r.. CRAWFORD: The hon. junior member
for Christ Church stated that the financial loss of
the Board up to the end of March was $175,000.

Mr. GODDARD: Myr. Chairman, T rise on a

p‘oint of _explanation. It was not the Auditor of the
Vestry, it was the Auditor of the Transport Board

‘When did he investigate

who made that statement. Who is the
Auditor ]

Mr. CRAWFORD: He simply said an Auditor
end 1 assumed he meant the Auditor of the St.
Michael’s Vestry because I knew that the St. Mich.
ael’s Vestry had instituted an enquiry in order to
know whether the Board could pay taxes. The fact
remains that a highly qualified Auditor assessed that
Board up to the end of March this year and found
out that the losses were $175,000. Of course what
ihe Minister told the House was that it estimatea
that the operating losses would amount to approxi-
mately $110,000 — $95,000 operational loss and
$15,600 otherwise.

‘The Addendum says that it is estimated iuat
the operational deficiency of the Transport Board up
to 30 June, 1956 will amount to approximateiy
$110000. It further says that it has not been possi-
ble *r caleulate the amounts which will have to be
provided for renewals and replacements. In other
words, the Ministry and the Transport Board are
either incapable or undesirous of putting the true
position before the public. They are telling you that
it is not possible to calculate the amounts which will
have to be provided for renewals and replacements.
Why not?

Now, Sir let us look at the picture Iefore the
IHouse for a moment. The Hon. Minister claims that
the losses are $110,000. Mr. Mc Dermott, the Aud1
tor, said that up to the end of March it was $175,000.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, it is more or
less unfair to that Auditor when the hon. member
makes that statement. He said just now thai the
Auditor of the St. Michael’s Vestry made $175,000
and then the hon. junior member for Christ Churca
corrected him. The hon. senior member for St.
Philip then got up and said that he was under the
impression that the hon, junior member for Christ
Church meant the Auditor for the St. Micnael's
Yestry. Now, he accuses Mr. McDermott for saying
that. I am sayng that no Auditor ever told him that.
None could have said that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I said that the Auditer
sald losses were $175,000 and the hon junior mem
ser for Christ Church and the hon. senior member
for the City both said that the Auditor was Mr.
Me.Dermott, I prefer ic err with them because thoy
know what they are talking about.

Hor. M .E. COX: The Auditor of the Transpors
Hoard is Pitz Patrick Graham. [Laughter]

A VOICE: Mr. Me.Dermott is of the firm of
Messrs PFitz Patrick Graham and Co., Accountants.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, we have had
so many demonstrations of colossal ignorance by
the Hon. Minister of Communications that it is un-
necessary (I would say cruel) to aceuse him of
urther ignorance today. Everybody in Barbados
¢xcept him knows that Fitz Patrick Graham is the
trade name and that the firm of Aecountants belo igs
to Mr. Mec.Dermott. This Auditor said that the
operational losses was $175,000 to the end of Mareh,
therefore to the end of June you can be sure that
the financial losses would total over $200,000.

Now, the Hon. Minister himself said that those
people who were running the buses are given the
right to write off annnally 20% for depreeciation. Let
us assume that the 116 buses which the Government
acquired represent a capital cost of $300,000, Of
ecourse, that is a conservative estimate. If vou assume
that the capital cost of those buses which Govern-
ment acquired is $300.000, well then 20% deprecia-
tion would be $60,000 which you would have to add
to your operational deficit. On top of that, you have
to add the interest for the bus owners which is at

[A VOICE:
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tke rate of 5%. As you will remember, Gevernment
jromised to pay them 5% on the capital value of
the .buses from the time they acquired them until
Qovernment settled the account. Therefore, 5% oun
$300,000 will be roughly avother $15,000.

Now, Sir, sooner or later those buses will bave
to be paid for, and in any industrial cotcern your
business represents a certain amount of capital in-
vestment : and any business undertaking, apart from
its interest and deprecation every year, must mai:
some addition to its capital undertaking; so on ths
$300,000 which I have assumed represents the capital
investment on the buses which Government has
acquired, we must presume that the Auditors will
make some payment towards the capital cost. T will
put that figure to the conservative estimate of about
$25.000. Mr. Chairmzn, all that is without auy
reference at all to renewals and replacements. Gov-
ernment has come in here and told the public that
$95 000 represents the financial operational loss for
a year without any reference to the interest due to
ihe concessionaires, without any reference to depre-
siation and without any reference to remewals and
replacements. That is either completely hiding the
true picture of the situation from the publie or that
they are presenting a most false picture to the
nublic, or that members of the Governmeni are so
stupid that they do not know what they are doing
or that they are deliberately attempting to fool th-
public.

I can conceive that nationaiisation of publiz
transport is a desirable principle to be followed by
any - socialist Government [VOICES: No! No!|
[ANOTHER SET OT VOICES: Hear! Hear']
9.30 p.m,

1 believe that transport is an essential public
tervice. It has to be provided for the public and
therefore it should be run by the state; and I be-
‘jeve that the state shculd make something out of
it heyond a small operational cost and the profit used
in expanding the service and make it more efficient
for the benefit of the covntry. But Mr, Chairman, this
is an undeveloped, semi-illiterate colony in whicn
the Government cannot provide a quarter of the
essential services of public needs. We have about
twenty thousand children of school age, and because
of no compulsory eduecation in Barbados and because
:he parents are neglectful and unmindful of their
responsibility, and this money we are going 1o
squander on the transport service could provide com-
pulsory education. It is all right to talk about Great
Britain’s nationalisation of transport. It is the most
industrialised country in the world; they have got
free secondary education, hot midday meals {for
children, national insurance schemes; twenty to
thirty thousand leaving Universities, most of them
come out not having centributed one cent towards the
University education; even higher education is par-
tially free, so they can get down to nationalising
coal, steel and transport although you will remember
that the Labourites nat:onalised steel, then the Tories
same into power and there has been no talk by the
Tories of denationalising it — but I would prefer
to see this money put into an industrial corporation
to start new industries in Barbados. As a matter of
fact, the Government is employing less people than
the concessionaires used to employ by throwing away
this amount of money annually and I put it at
$30,000 which is entirely irrespective of replacements
and I say you are going to spend this large amount of
money annually, and you are not going to give em-
ployment to another person in the island and you
~gnnot provide the services which the country re-
quire. Do you think, Sir, the average taxpayer feels
he will save one cent bus fare? Do you think he is

so ignorant not to kncw that if he does not pay it
here, he has to pay for it somewhere else? It may
‘vell be true that the Government refuses to provide
free education or to provide more secondary schools
tecause they want people kept ignorant but there
are not as ignorant as they think. Do you think it
is right, Mr. Chairn.an, that this Government
approaching Dominion Status, complete responsi-
bility for all our affairs, should have this mass
‘gnorance in Barbados still instead of providing more
secondary school accommodation? Do not think you
¢an run a country merely by teaching people a little
srithmetic and elementary English, Every time you
want something done more than ordinarily above the
usual pursuit of Government you have to bring an
expert from outside; you are bringing a Q.C. for the
Transport, a valuer of valuing authority. The people
here are ignorant, and you are not providing any

facilities for more advanced education. All they are
doing is squandering every cent they can collect and
doing it shamelessly and ignorantly. I would be will-
ing tonight under the circumstances to spend money
to make the running of the service more efficient,
and if the Government wants to demonstrate it is
r-,apa_ble of conducting public affairs in the highest
possible manner it is inescapable to begin with the
transport service and wut it on a firm foundation.
1t is no credit to Government to accuse people of
sabotaging; it is not true. The people working there
Lkave been screened aud you carnot get a job. No
s nauthorised person ean get in there easily. To get
in there, you have to get in with people you should
not be mixing with and when they see the fruits of
rheir maladministration [ A VOICE: What about the
letters_ycu wrote recommending people for jobs
therq?]———lt'is my duty to provide employment in the
;.-ubh.c service wherever I can for my rconstituents:
and if they come to me and ask to recommend them
and I send them, that s my business, If the Minister
were concerned with the job as Minister he would
not be maliciously pushing his nose in the affairs
of the Board and telling them whom to employ and
whom mnot to employ. The point is, Sir, that the
Minister is supposed, if he knows what he is about
to ff)rmulate a policy and to see that the poliey is,
carried out; but merely to be concerned with invrigue
and trickery and what not is not what is expected
of him. I know, Sir, T am fully aware that the Gov-
ernment knows that they cannot run the Transport
rervice; they cannot even run one eoncession. [f they
say t?my want 50 more units and they are recom-
ronding these  $25,000 diesel jobs so 'étrongly 50
.111.1ts at $25,000 is over $1 million. Where ar:e, you
going to get the money from? Then he tells us some-
thing about reconditioning buses which are in the
vard. Now, do you really believe Mr. Chairmas,
with your experience of reconditioned machinery of
any klp(il that the Government has any right buying
reconditioned buses to put in the transport service ¢
9 40 p.m.

~ That is like putting new wine in old bottles
From tpe design of these buses, you can see that they
are antiquated ; they are nothing which should be put
*n the roads in Barbados to-day. The honourabl.
learned and gallant senior member for St. George
some time ago told the House that the tendeney in big
Cities in Europe to-day is to utilise small buses, not
the big omnibuses which they want to foist on the
pujbli-c. In Europe, the tendency is to use small
units which ean be easily manoeuvred and which ean
talfe passengers with the minimum of ease and oper
ational expense; but they want to commit us in Bar-
vados in 1956 into enjoying the use of buses which
are out of date in other parts of the world, and con-
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demned: and which are re-conditivied for the back-
ward areas by the English manuiacturers. We do not
want any re-conditioned units, because they are an-
tiquated and must be expensive to run; and, in addi-
tion to that, they are too big. We cannot atford
these $25,000 buses; the experience in Trinidad and
Jamaica is that the Government has heavily to finance
their operation. Is the Hon. Minister committing us
10 a similar policy in Barbados in the future?

There were one or two other points which the
Hon. Minister made and to which some reference
should be made; but what I am concerned with is
whether we really want to be honest with the people
{from whom we are buying these buses. I think that
we should put our cards on the table now and say:
*‘We cannot operate these buses as we thought we
could do; we have found that the position is not what
we thought it was, and we are willing to arrive at
some amicable settlement in this matter.”’ Instead of
doing that, in spite of their own practical experience
in the matter, they are carrying on this regrettable
state of affairs; they are holding the eight applica-
1ions they had, and then, a little later on, some of
these applicants will be given the opportunity of ac-
quiring these concessions on God knows what terms
As a matter of fact, two different applicants have been
recently told that they can have concessions provided
+hey will pay cash for them, and provided that they
will pay the value agreed on by the assessors. They
+hemselves should advance something by now, as to
whether or not it is possible to maintain the existing
services and to improve and extend them on the cur-
rent operational revenue.

‘What the Hon. Minister should have done is this.
he should have come to the House with facts and
figures to show what are the costs of operation on any
given routes in respect of the concessions which they
ere now running. They should take any of the con
cessions which they operate and give us the maximum
figures for the period under review; they should give
us the figures for three months in respect of any
route. They should tell us that the cost was so much
and it is likely that we will lose so much on the
particular route. They should let the House and the
Jountry know what are the prospects for the futur=:
operation of the Transport service, but do not ask us
to agree to this expenditure of $110,000 and tell us
that in the near future we will be asked to vote money
in order to purchase either these $25,000 units or
second-hand rebuilt buses. T cannot agree with that;
there are too many things to be done for us to agree
to squander this money to-day. They are experienc
ing difficulty in getting the money for financing the
Deep Water Harbour, and yet they expeet us willing-
1y to support what they nropose here. T am not vot
ing for this Resolution; T cannot see any justification
for supporting it.

9.50 p.m.

It is not what they are presenting here. Are we
voing to get a true statement of the losses after the
Flections? It is not fair to the country that the peo-
ple’s taxes should be squandered in this matter when
there are so many things to be done. It cannot
possibly be fair. Let us assume that the employees
cf the Transport Board are now being paid better
wages. By all means the best possible wages should
be paid to them, but they are paid better wages at the
expense of the Treasury. They should not be paid
better wages out of the Treasury; they should be pay-
ing better wages out of the increase in bus fares.

Whyv subsidise public transport? Let us subsidise
flour instead. We took off the subsidy from flour,
and immediately after that the price went up by on2

cent per pound. 1 believe the people will prefer to
get cheaper flour than to think that the public is so
neavily subsidising the part of the transportation sys-
tem which Government is running. Government is
only running a few routes. They are several con-
cessionaires who are still running their own service
and they are not getting any subsidy. We are spend-
ing this money on only eight routes: which means, Mr.
Chairman, that the taxes of the people in St. Joseph,
the constituency which you represent are being used
to enable people from other districts to travel. That
is discrimination against certain sectiong of the trav-
¢lling public. That is what it means and the irony of
it is that the Government is incapable of assessing
zdequately and correctly what the true position is.

I would not be mindful of the best interest of
the colony if I allow this tragedy to continue. Mr.
Chairman, I am not supporting this Resolution and
1 am sure and have every confidence that when the
facts of the case are fully put to the public that the
people would support the few of us who ery out about
this wanton expenditure by the Government.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, it is not enough
for the Hon. Minister of Communications to be right;
he must be clearly and immaculately right. ¥ will
quote the ‘‘Beacon’’ of the 29th June, 1955: The only
member of this community who says that the Trans-
port system of this colony as controlled by the Gov-
ernment is better run now than ever is the Hon. Min-
ister of Communications. If there were an absence
Jf arrogance on the part of the Minister. and there
was a consciousness to the expenses by the minions in
the Party who would guarantee the passing of a
Resolution of thig sort, the Hon. Minister of Com-
munications and the Government would certainly
give to the broad public of Barbados the feeling that
they are willing to respect the people’s opinions and
that they would do the thing which the public clarm
ours to be done.

What I am trying to do, Mr. Chairman, to-nighs
is not to make an appeal to the Government in this
-espect because the Government is so oblivious to cou
structive suggestions and the public demands that it
would be a waste of time to make any appeal to them
What we on this side of the Table should do is to
make an appeal to public opinion and we should do
more than that because public opinion in this colony
unfortunately has shown such a weakening of char
acter and determination when it comes to standing up
for the rights. We should carry the matter further
by taking the matter in our hands and putting it be-
fore the Secretary of State for the Colonies

The Hon. Minister of Communications, irrespon-
sible and inefficient as he is, ignorant of his responsi-
ble position, may sneer at me but I regret very much
that we have to tolerate such ill behaviour ¢n his part.
I am not speaking for myself, Mr. Chairman, I am
apeaking for Barbados with its thousands who have
teen told (not that they wanted it) that they could
not pay a cent more for bus fare; and bear in mind,
i1 the Report of the Committee which enquired into
1he matter of bus fares, the recommendation on some
routes was as low as half cent. I am not saying
whether the travelling public was able or unable to
pay the increase in bus fare; what I am saying is that
the Government which should have taken its courage
in its hands; this Government which boasts of having
ithe respect and admiration of the people in this col-
ony should be honest enough not to fool them. But
this Government has fooled them in this respect. This
Government has told them that they cannot pay a
half cent per trip for bus fare directly out of their
pockets but is calling upon them to pay millions an-

’
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nually to replace and operate the buses. It is calling
upon the people to replace those sums which condue-
tors and others will unavoidably extract illegally. In
other words, this Government is saying that the
people will have to pay out of their pockets by way
of taxation that which garage operators will over-
charge them.

That is dishonest leadership; that is dishonest
politics. It is better, Mr. Chairman, if your child
calls for honey, and you think it is better to give it
castor oil, to give it the castor oil. The child will
thank you in the long run. Gone are the days when
& Government such as this should resort to cheap
polities.

I regret, Mr. Chairman, that such ahard blow
has been dealt nationalisation ; socialistic as I am and
ss they elaim to be. I have read a lot about national.
isation of certain industries. I believe in it. There
were days when I walked the streets without a penny
to buy biscuits, and so I was foreced to believe that if
the State owned the wealth of the country I would be
able to buy biscuits. The Socialist Government which
we were proud to support when it first came into
power, 1 regret, has forced me to think differently
of it.

Now, Sir, the Government has taken over the only
industry which was built up by people who were
chauffeurs themselves, by people who started from
owning a lorry and putting a tarpaulin on the top of
it to carry people and who carried on in such a way
vntil they were able to buy a bus. Indeed, some have
vedn able to buy a dozen and some two dozen buses.
10.00 p.m.

The transport system in this colony was owned
by three-quarters ofl the people who sprung from the
gutter-hole and I think that if it were not owned by
such persons there would have been no suggestion of
taking them over. I would swear, Mr. Chajrman,
that if Musson and Company, Wilkinson and Haynes,
K. R. Hunte and others [A VOICE: What about
Eckstein ?]—do not mind Eeckstein that was only one
ownership—but the bulk were owned by men like
Trotman whose mother worked farm ground; and
Stewart who drove a bus as a driver in the employ
of somebody; and Jones; men of that sort, and Miss
Rock in St. Andrew, a shop attendant. I want to
draw the publie’s attention to the false idea of social
ism which is practised by the Government opposite
me. Anything that can be run easily but which is
owned by English people, by the big financiers of this
colony and which would give greater and more ready
returns, Government would mnever think of taking
them over. The Telephone Company raised their
rates every other week: [Cheers] the Electric Com.
pany makes you pay more when they like and they
eut you off when you do not reach their demands.
Not a word is said: and T am sure, Sir, that returns
from these companies would have been greater than
they would ever hope to get from, buses. Results
have shown. us the truth, but you know what happen-
ed? The Directors of the Electric and Telephone
Companies and other companies have their repre-
rentatives placed in the Executive Committee and the
Executive Council. The present so-called socialist
group, some of whose members sit on the Executive
Committee, come down here not with their policy but
a policy diluted by the representatives of big busi-
nesses whom they allow to sit on the Executive Com-
mittee, notwithstanding the boast of having the most
wonderful constitution in the British Empire; and
here we are saddled now. I am wondering if the
vrevious speakers fully realise the immensity of this
situation. The antics of our Minister of Communiea-

tions would give one the impression that he is too
small to rise to the occasion. He does not realise
what an important Resolution we are handling to-
might. His laughter, his sneers and his stupidity de-
finitely betray his ability, if ever there was ability
m the Hon. Minister. [Cheers] What I am stating
IMir. Chairman, is this: here it is, within a couple or
monthg this small colony of ours shall be saddled
with the overburdening expenditure of the ¥ederal
setup. Nobody knows the tune of the amount which
we will have to bear. Here it is, the community has
been clamouring for a 'T.B. Sanitorium for some time

The Government has gone so far as to make it possibl.
for me to attend a funetion at which the consideration
of such a T.B. Sanatorium would be set up. Nothing
has happened in this respect yet, Mr. Chairman. At
the Hospital, every now and again they are changing
plans—and will continue to change the plans—until
not one cent remains in the Treasury. Here it is
you have three or four distinguished foreigners being,
taken around this colony and shown its amenities,
its superior amenities over those which obtain in the
other colonies, for the purpose of influencing them to
give Barbados the only salvage which it hopes to
obtain from the Federal structure; and what do you
find during the presence of these worthy gentlemen t
There were examinations for entry in our secondary
schools and you found eight hundred persons apply

ing for less than one hundred places. That shows
the stark need of secondary school accommodation

Should we give it to them or should we not? W
should : because most of us here could only see for

tunate people going into the portals of such imstitu

tions, and to-day we are in power to give it to those
who would be more fortunate than we were, but
instead of doing that, what are we doing? They arc
prejudiced through pettiness, through cheap politics.
and they are pushing such possibilities further and
further from the realms of achievement. [Cheers] 1
want the Hon. Premier on whom we look over all the
vears when I first entered politics for construetive
leadership, to ignore the pettiness of his henchmen
and other Ministers. I want him to realise you do
not have to practise cheap politics because this is
election year. His Government should be destroyed
for having resorted to it. The only reason why Gov

ernment has talked about nationalising the buses is
tecause this is election year. The only reason why
he said bus fares must not go up, ‘‘they shall not go
up over my dead body,”’ is because this is election
year, because the hon. member, the leader of the Gov-
ernment has carried up every possible charge in Gov

ernment within the past two or three years—increased
court fees, increased cost of stamps, increased duties
on rum, increased duties on vehicles, on cigarettes;
they wanted to carry up fares on hawkers but we on
this side were too voluble in the matter...........

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The honourable senior mem-

‘ber for the City must not interrupt.

Mr. ALLDER: The Government, you must re-
member, increased water rates; everything that the
Government supplies hag been carried up within the
last two or three years; these years were not election
years and now it comes to election year they are play
ing cheap politics. T am alone, lonely and weak and I
would like the Premier not to resort to that cheapness
in polities as a Leader. T would tell my people, ‘Get
it straight : if it means you must pay half cent or one
cent, pay it; because if T take it over, it will cost you
rore indirectly.”” That is what they should have told
tnem. But here it is: the argument being put by the
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Premier is of a bus owner owning six or eight bunga
lows! You camnot legislate on such cheap political
lines. You do not know if somebody gave them 1o
him; because you may see him with a house or iwo,
are you going to legislate because of your prejudice
against him?

10.10 p.m.

This is what the people would appreciate; a mag,
is great and strong when he realises that he has made
a mistake and is big enough to say: ‘I have at
tempted to do good, and I have made a mistake; 0.
being infallible, T am willing to remedy i*.’’ 'the
only way in which they can remedy this siuaden
is to say boldly that they have not got any direct con-
trol over the dozens whom they have employed to run
the service. You cannot put an Inspector to wateh
another Inspector, because the cost of doing that
will be too great. They should say: ‘“We are not
going to continue to run the Transport service in this
Colony,”” and you would be surprised to know how
many people, even your enemies, would appreciate
your stand. Not even your supporters would feel
that a Resolution of this sort, calling for further ex
venditure in this respect, should be dealt with to-
night; not even your supporters would feel so, fur-
thermore your opponents.

As a member of this House, I cannot avoid th.
public meeting me and saying some people are accus-
ing the Hon. Minister for the breakdown in the Trans-
port service. I have said that you cannot blame him
the Opposition is not strong with members and 1 can
only console myself with the hope that the Govern-
:aent would not worry to keep these buses. You
-annot tell the intelligent public such as we have in
Barbados, that the Transport system is being run
1 etter than it has ever been run: You cannot cause
me to feel so, if & domestiec has to wait at a stop polv
for an hour on mornings before she can get to work.
It is ignorance and stupidity in any minister who
thinks that he will cause a man who is suffering
from a pain in his wrist to feel that he does mnot
have that pain.

The Government took over the service with such
arrogance and pettiness that they allowed the slogan.
*“This is we buses,”” to be used by all and sundiy,
and therefore the Tramsport workers felt that the
Luses were theirs, and the money went straight into
their pockets and not to the Clerks; the only persons
who did not know that were the Hon. Minister of Lo
saunications and the Hon. Premier. If the Hon.
Premier does not want the Transport service to be
continued in the Government’s hands, then it cannot
he continued in their hands. I have known cases in
which eonductors felt that inasmuch as ‘‘This is we
hLuses’’ they must take the takings. [Loughter.]
That has been going on from the second week after
ihe buses were taken over and it took 9-}- months for
the Government to discover that. Because a Reso-
“ution of this sort was going to be put before the
House, they dismissed Inspeetors by the dozens, Con.
ductors by the two dozens and jailed some of them.
I believe that these steps were taken because of this
Resolution which is before us tonight. Last week and
the week before, they wrote off and jailed people; and
before then, there were flagrant cases taking
place. 'What happened was that every misdemean-
our was kept under cover for fear of the public know
ing what has happened; but there are some of us to
whom things are brought as readily as or more read-
jly than they are carried to the Government or a
Minister.

‘What is more, if Ministerial Status will bring us
1o a state of affairs such as this, then I regret havine

given Minisierial Status my blessing. Some of the
Government’s supporters were prejudiced against
tieir having this Status, and I stood up and express-
ed the hope that hon. members will live up to their
expectations. 1f there was a single man who has
done Barvados any narm, (the harm ig greater e
cause of the position 1 which the Hon, Minister .)a.
been placed) that man is the Hon. sinister of “om
munications. The greatest blow which can be struck
at a Country 1s in its economics, because when ity
economics are squandered on the most unworthy,
both rich and poor will suffer. That is why 1 feel
that because of his pettiness the Hon. Minister iy
ignorant of proper administration of business. Whai
nas the Hon. Minister been doing? All you have to
do is to sit in the Gallery of this Chamber and when
the Hon. Minister is passing through the Lobby, go
and pat him on the back, and say ‘‘Those fellows
were wrong, you were right,”” and he is regarded as
a god. The Hon. Minister has recommended ap-
pointments, not because of ability, but because ot
{riendship and servitude. If the Hon. Minister had
realised the responsible position which he holds—

Hon. M. E. COX: I do not mind the abuse, Mr
Charrman, but I would ask the hon. member to call
tlie names of people whom I have recommended for
positions.

Mr. ALLDER: I cannot do that. The Hon.
Minister disregards reectitude and morality; he will
call your name even if you beg him not to do so.
Every member of the public knows whom he has
recommended for the appointment to the Department
of Highways and Transport and the Housing Board

10.20 p.m.
I am mnot criticising the membership of
the Board, but it is wus who have :h.

public purse to protect, We do not expect the Minis
ter to be able to admiristrate all these Boards him
gelf but according to the comstitutional set up of
this colony, as is always drawn to our notice by the
Hon. Premier, we know the Minister has to recom-
xnend membership to that Board. Everybody knows
t.at there was dissatisfaction the day after the
appointments were made to those two Boards; and
if the Hon. Minister was not up in the skies and
was walking like a hwman being on the earth, ke
would be able to hear the likes and dislikes of the
travelling public who are in the majority the tax.
rayers of this colony. Certainly, if I were the Minis
ter, I would not like to do something which 99% m
the taxpayers dislike because I would always be
reminded that they have to fill the Treasury owing
to this state of squandermania,

‘What has happened, Mr. Chairman, is that the
Hon. Premier has introduced to this Hon. Chamber
within recent years something which prevents meni-
Lers of this Chamber from being appointed to these
administrative posts. All the twenty years that the
Hon, Premier was in this Chamber, and the other
people dominated the rpolitical scene of this colony,
ihey always saw to it that the best kind of persons
(¢ put on administrative and statutory Boards
should be members of the House of Assembly. The
Hon. Minister of Communications in his ignorance
will sneer at what I am saying now, but it is a fact
that when you have pcliticians on these Boards they
always bring to those Boards the experience which
helped them to become a member of this Hon.
Chamber; and along with that, most of them have
had experience in busiiess and administrative mat-
ters. Therefore you start off with a certain amount
ef admiristrative experience; but when vou go and
wet nondeseript people whom you see walking the
atreets of Bridgetown year after year because of
their lack of business acumen, and as a result no-
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‘ody gives them empioyment, and you make such
people even Chairman of an important Board like
that, you can expeet anything to happen.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That is not relevant to
what we are discussing.

Mr. ALLDER: MMr. Chairman, it is relevant.
I am discussing the membership of the Transport
Board. I am only sorry that after hon. members like
myself have finished fighting relentlessly in the
public interest this Resolution will still pass. It is
:0 be regretted that after we have fought—the few
but yet strong voices in the fight for liberty, free-
dom and morality—we will still have to sit and see
t..08e hon. members opposite to us voting for the
draining of the publiz purse. I view the pnblie purse
as a large bag held over an abyss by the five Minis-
ters and the Hon. Minister of Communicatiouns in
this particular instance has a big sword cutting the
Lottom of it. [Laughter].

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Again I must speak to the
hon. senior member for the City. I hope you will be-
have yourself sometimes. This is the sccond time
that I am going to make an appeal to visitors in the
zallery of this House to behave themselves and nct
0 laugh and shout. If they carry on in that way I
am going to ask the P’olice Officer to put them out
JA VOICE: Oh no, you cavnot do that.]

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, T was saying
that when I sat here ard listened to what the Hon.
Minister of Communications had to say it was not
even considered a good trade. It is mot capable of
pny such term. I sat and said to myself: what a woe-
ful mess has politics in Barbados entered. A thing oi
this sort does mnot call for personal abuse of

those whom the Hon. Minister feels would
abuse the Resolution. All that he mneeds to
do is to convince the public that what he is do-

wng is right and he has not done that. He has with
innuendoes abused the unabused with the feeling
that whatever happens the Resolution will still pass.
As one of the stooges of the Government has said.
‘‘man, we were over there and we know things are
bad but whenever the Opposition finishes braying, we
know the Resolution v;ill pass.”” A ridiculous state
of affairs like this can only happen in Barbados. It
a failure of the Ministry of the Transport Serviece
had taken place, even as some members of the other
s:de term it, in corrupt Trinidad, fthe Minister will
have to resign. Realising that he has failed miser-
ably, he would resign I am not suggesting that be
cause 1 want to fill the Minister’s boots.

Hon. M. E. COX: You are not capdble.
10.30 p.m.

Mr. ALLDER: I+ does not take anything much
1o suggest that another hon.member in this Chamber
‘s not capable.

It is because the Hon. Minister is not capable
that he ean tell me now that I am not capable, because
1¥ he had run the bus service as efficiently as I feel
he should have been able to do, we could not have
been here passing this Resolution: because he does
know that when he handles anything correctly I al-
ways give my support as a member of this House, not
as an individual, to the thing which he is doing.
What I want to suggest now, Mr. Chairman, is this:
it is not the $200,000 we are voting which would
put back our transport service in order; this is only
the initial expense which we are being asked to agree
to tonight. What I am fearful of is this: in the Reso-
lution there is provision for $25,000 for the acquire-
ment of a bus.

Mr. Chairman, you do know, because most of
these buses stop at your service station, that they
cannot last in proper service for another year with-
out replacements. Every member of the public........

Mr. CHAIRMAN: [ do not think it is fair to
the Chair to be saying that buses stop at my station.
1t is not true and you should not be lying like that.

Mr. ALLDER: Br. Chairman. [ really can-
uot object to your remarks in view oi the fact that
the Chair is supreme in Committee, but you do know
I have been present when buses parked at your
place when you and 1 were talking. I am not going
*0 be so small as to object to your telling me I am
lying, because I know members of the public have
geen buses taking gasolene from your station. I dc
not mean to suggest anything wrong, but it is true
revertheless. You know that too. I do not mean t¢
suggest any motives or bring anything against you .

Mr. CHAIRMAN : But you must not say things
tbat are not true.

Mr. ALLDER: I was not implying any ill motives,
but it depends on your attitude of mind. What 1
was trying to suggest is that you know the condition
of these buses, and most of the public do know it too,
because daily we see one pulling the other along the
road. Most of us do see that and were never accus
tomed to seeing them in such large numbers being
towed in service on the road; and that is why I am
saying that the condition of these buses compels the
Government to replace every possible one within a
year. Now, let us start off fresh. We want this $200,-
000 odd. Liet us leave that out entirely. Let us get
down to replacements within a year. If you have 116
yuses — and this is one time the Government must
understand if they intend keeping these buses it is ne
use keeping second hand rebored jobs from England,
Trinidad, Jamaica, or Canada, because the only rea.
son I purchase a second hand ecar is because T cannot
afford $3,000 odd and therefore having no Govern
ment funds at my disposal—[Laughter] I am not
suggesting, Mr. Chairman, that anybody who ha.
Government funds at his disposal can go and buy a
car; what I mean is, Government can go and buy a
$75,000 bus to attach to the Highways and Transport
Department without thinking. I do not want the
implication to go over in a wrong manner, but what
I am saying is this: the only reason why I buy a sec
oind hand car is because I cannot afford, a new onc
right now; and transport is a continuous grind of en-
gines; and in view of the fact that you cannot run
them this year and next year, you should not con-
sider the acquirement of second hand buses which
have been discarded by the Tramsport Authority in
these countries. Therefore, having that in view—
and you have to know this business to appreciat:
what I am saying — if you have to run the trans-
port service continually in the future, you have to
buy new buses: and each new bus as proposed. in tha
Resolution would cost the taxpayers $25,000. I there-
fore envisage $2,500,000 being spent to purchase
rew buses to replace the existing ones. Now the
question is having a group of ¢oncessionaires, old and
new, who are willing to take over the troubles of
transport in Barbados; should we ignore such an op-
portunity and commit the economy of the colony to
that unnecessary expenditure? That is clear, especi-
ally and in view of the numbers of other social com-
mitments which the Government has already. These
are things which the Hon. Minister must sit back
and think out. I am saying this: if you were to
iake a plebiscite in this colony of ours, you will find
the majority would be against the continuation of
their possession of the bus service. Tt is all right for
a few friends to meet the Minister and. say ‘‘we are
running the buses’ because being the Minister’s
friends you can get a job; and can you imagine, Mr.
Chairman, you have dozens of people employed to run
the transport service? In some cases T have attempted
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to sympathise with the Government because the Gov-
ernment cannot be here, there and everywhere;
put what I get vexed with the Government for is that
they are not courageous and honest enough when

they make a mistake to remedy it in a bold manner, |

1o you expect the transport service to work when
you get employees like the efficient chief motor me-
chaniec whom every possible person in this colony
knows is a responsible person—the man Applewhaite
—and you tell me a lot of youngsters can go there
and because the man is a disciplinarian—and this
is the type of man the Government wants—and be-
cause he tries to inject a measure of respect in the
service, those who are under him can say ‘‘we are not
working with him?”’ It is barely a hair’s breath
that that man, efficient as he has always been, has
not got himself fired. What a set-up is this? The
Premier said they are not putting members of the
(Government on the Board because too much pressure
would be applied. What happens is that unless you
are friendly with the Minister you cannot get a job.
16.40 p-m.

If I were to go over there as a friend of the
Hon. Minister, dare ary man to fly in my face and
tell me to go and do the people’s work! And if 1
got a dozen people to sgree with me, we could start
a chorus. A man with a sense of responsibility to
the public would have to get uneasy when such
-hreats are made against him. 1 do not know if thf{
Hon. Minister has heard the current rumours; i
vou were able to get a Harbour Police boat and
comb the river, you would find a lot of bus parts
.1 it. In such a case, are you going to allow the Gov-
«rnment to destroy further the economy of this
community by doing something about which you hear
lissatisfaction on the part of every member of the
service? I head about saboteurs; the only saboteurs
‘n this case are the Ministers of the Government,
They talk about nationalising the buses; they have
aot taken the opportunity to see that they must
get workshops and that the accessories and gasolene
ote. are obtained outside the local people. They
<hould negotiate overseas and see that their gasolens:
is delivered in the Government tanks and controlled
by Government empl-vees; they should also im-
port their tyres, tubes and spare parts, and they
should comb the garages and get proper and re-
snectable personnel to take charge of the repair
of their buses.

They should not aet on cheap polities; they take
nver buses at 12 o’clock, and at five past 12 or on
the next day they have to revert to the people
who ran them. People are made to feel that wretched
life is paradise and Fieaven is Hell. Hen. members
are prevented from saying what they really and
truly feel in this matter. I am told that
with respect to this amount for which the Hon.
Minister has come, it is far from the real
amount of the Government’s commitments to private
~ concerns. I would like the Hon. Minister to say if
the Courtesy Garage’s bill is over $40,000 or not.
Sometimes it is good to help the Government i
put a rope around its neck. [Hon. G. .. ADAMS_:
You took a long time to think that out.] That is
not a long time; a few of us around here make it
possible for the Government to go in a channel which
makes people believe that it is a wonderful Govern-
ment, but sometimes things are so bad that you can-
‘ot keep silent. The Hon. Premier knows that
seretly.

Now there have been conflicting statements
wade by the Hon. Miiister of Communications. At
one time, he said that he had received tenders for
concessions, I think he said that they were eight of

them; and that that number is still gocd for them
to be considered. If he feels that they are stiil good,
if he knows that that is a fact, what is the good of
asking this House to vote this $75,000 for the pur-
pose of building sheds: That is just like the action
£ the Government in respect of the Lancaster
Factory when it was te be constructed; they spent
a lot of money to bring down a man from England
to teach us how to make clay bricks, then they
abandoned the project and private enterprise touk
it over. I ask: if you have the concessions for the
eight tenderers, why a-e you asking for this $75,000
for the purpose of building sheds for these buses?
Taey are talking about buying a new bus for
®25,000; would a private investor commit himself
"0 doing such nonsensc? Why do they mnot get an
Adviser? Some of us have not been ahle to get
any experience in business, but surely we bave had
to start from seratch and build ourselves up, even
if it is no more than selling a snap of rum for 12¢;
that gives experience in business too. They are only
running helter-shelter in this matter.

I would really like to have a peep in at the
discussions in Executive Committee, because 1 be-
tieve that the Ministers are laughed at. I believe that
the Hon. Premier says: ‘‘Never mind we have other
people on the Executive .Committee, what we say
goes.”” There are other people who know when they
are hanging themselves but they just sit back and
do not put them right, or put them in their favour
1 repeat, if you feel that you are going to give the
buses to concessionaires, then do not let us spend so
{nueh money to provide accommodation for these
suses.

10.50 p.m.

Mr. Chairman, I think I have said enough and I
wish to conclude by caying that, regardless of how
errployer and wherever there is an impersonal
wuch money you spend or how much you may ignore
onstructive suggestions during the passing of this
Resolution, if you do not relieve yourself of these
buses now, the public in the future will hate you
for having kept them. I say that beecause T know
that the buses will esnatinue to cost you more than
what they will cost private conecessionaires to run
because the State is considered to be an impersonal
employer the employez is never encouraged to give
of his best because there is no one to pat him -
the shoulder and tell him that he is giving of his
test. That is what happeved in the coal mines in
Ffugland. Regardless of what you pay inspectors
you will not be able to run them as properly as
vrivate concessionaires. The last thing you have
done is to sack the inspectors, therefore you leave
the conductors to do as they like. Your maxim is
if two fellows have to benefit and you get rid of one
you save on the other. The question is: do you want
as a Government wh'ch depends on the support ¢f
the same people whom you employ to put yourself
in the position where «very day you have to create
another enemy? If ycu keep these buses, every
~ouple of days you will be adding to the mumber
of your opponents becnuse you will have to criticise
them, you will have to lay them off, you will have
to fire them momentarily, and every man you fire
will become your perpetual enemy. As a Govern-
ment, you should adopt safer safeguards because if
you have 1,000 supporters and everyday you los:
ore you will soon not have any. [Laughter]

Sir, T can only de what lies at my disposal in
defending the interests of the taxpayer and Barba-
dos. Having done that i am hoping that the future
of the bus service in this Island will net be as shaky

as it has been over the past nine or ten months.
[Cheers].

»
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Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, 1 am
having very little to say. I am »ot trying to inter-
rupt hon. members from speaking but I must say
at this stage that in my twenty years in this Cham-
ber I have never listened to a more irresponsible and
‘rrelevant harangue thav what we listened to from
the hon. senior member for St. John tonight. I did
not interrupt the hon. junior member for Christ
Church when he was speaking, but as all hon.
members know, a Muister is responsible for the
running of the Government Departments under his

.portfolio and he is only here to answer when you

have a matter which is run by a public corporation.
You cannot attach any blame to a Minister for the
running of a statutory corporation. If you do that,
it is just that you have no knowledge of what Gov-
ernment means. Fvery single member of this House
has a perfect right to criticise the spending of Gov-
ernment money, whether through a Government
Department or through a corporation because it is
che taxpayers’ money; but over and over again to
say that the Minister does this or that is to show
a perfect lack of knowledge of the most elementary
procedure of the running of Government.

Nobody stopped tbe hon. member when he was
speaking. He got the cheers and the thunderings of
his colleagues, but he wade one of the most useless
speeches on this matter. If a Minister has a Secre-
tary or Assistant Secretary who is in charge of the
Departments under his concern and he allows things
to go wrong, certainly he should resign. Under the
present set up we have here — [A VOICE: Who
appoints the Boards?l The Boards are a vastly dif-
ferent matter from a Government Department.

Mr. Chairman, T am merely putting on the
record the actual position. It is immaterial to wme
and to the Government (and that is not just words)
tiow often we are abused. I have been hearing that
for 20 years especially from the hon. senior member
for St. fPhilip who is only too eager to find the shelter
of another Party. It does not make any difference
to me personally. I do wish to say this: we have a
Ministerial System but we are not even as far
advanced on the question of Civil Servants as there
is in Great Britain. It is hard lines that a Minister
should have to resign because a Civil Servant under
bim does something wrong when the Minister him-
self has not the power of moving the particular Civil
Servant out of his Ministry; but he has to resign.
Therefore, you will ses that a Minister who himself
might not have given instructions te do something
wiil have to resign because something has gone wrong
in his Ministry. Obvicusly, if he has no means of
controlling Civil Serva:ts, it is hard for him to
resign beeause a member in the Civil Service for
whose appointment or dismissal or trarsfer he has
no control does something wrong. It is urjust. 1in
England, a Minister has that power, therefore any-
thing which goes wrong in his Ministry, in the last
analysis he can be heid responsible by his retaining
in his department a particular Civil Servant. How
can you pin a Government corporation on to a Min-
«stry? Hon. members have in front of them the Act
dealing with the Transport Board. I saw somebody
throwing it about over there. It is the Governor-in
Executive Committee which creates a public cor
poration and the only duty of the Executive is to
say — [A VOICE: What is it that he is saying?|
I am only putting it o~ the record for the benefit
nf the public.

1100 pm.

‘When you come tc a public corporation made
ander an Act and it is not efficiently run, it may
then become a question whether Government should
not repeal the Act and make the particular institu-

tion a Government Department; but you get here
end attack the Minister sentence after sentence as
though he is responsible. It is not a Government
Department. You appoint a Board to the best
of your ability and hope it works well. When the
shouting is over, I will still say what I have to say.
We have in this Island a Natural Gas Corporation
ard as far as we know we could not have improved
the personnel of the Board. I have already mentioned
to members that at least two Canadian Senators have
told me that the present Head knows more about
natural gas than arybody else in the whole
Dominion of Canada. That was our good luck. If
however, we pass an Act, Mr. Chairman — I am
answering the hon. member, it is immaterial to me
i¥ they laugh or shout, I am repeating it to the

public and it will appear in the Official Gazette.
You appoint a Housirg Board — the hon. senicr
member for the City was a member — so let him

ask himself if he would have tolerated in that posi-
tion any interference from a Minister or a member
from the Executive Committee. The hon. senior
member for the City happens to know something, it
is said, about housing, and therefore he was a good
member of the Housing Board, but if he were a bad
member of the Housing Board, would you blame a
member of the Executive.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: On a point of order.
That was a Board appointed by Statute. This is a
public corporation and the hon. senior member for
3t. John was saying the Minister appointed the per-
sonnel of the Board. If you pass an Act and say
this is a public corporation, it can only be success-
ful or unsuccessful if the personnel appointed by
ilke Minister prove competent or incompetent. Who
esn account for it bu. the Minister?

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The hon. members ov
the Other Side were nct attacking the personnel of
ihe Board. The whole of their speech for the bene-
fit of the crowd was lalk about election year. Who
is doing more electioneering in this island at this
moment thanr the hon. members who face me? The
argument is if you have a weak Board, change it.
That is not the approach, which would be the only
reasonable approach if they had the facts to sup-
port the allegations that the Board was ineffective,
but it was too good an occasion to miss with this
House so full of visitors as we have never seen it be-
fore.

Mr. BARROW: On a point of order, Mr.
Chairman : is the member for St. Joseph. calling Your
Honour’s attention to strangers in the gallery? He
cseems to be by the remarks used to the hon. senior
member for St. John. Is the member for St. Joseph
calling the attention of the Chair to strangers? Do
not let us talk about electioneering and that sort of
thing.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: As I was saying, the
opportunity was too good to miss. They eriticise
the Government over the running of the transport;
and any amount of untrue statements which
the member for St. Lucy comes out wilh makes it
look as if the buses go along and drop to pieeces! All
these half-truths and complete untrue statements are
used to bolster up an attack on the Government! The
setting is suitable, and the hon. senior member for
St. John whom we have learnt to know as a person
who (all to his eredit) sperds hours and hours
vreparing his speeches has in the interim departed
from the text of his ¢peech to put in merality and
mmorality every now and then for good measure

Mr. ALLDER: Op a point of explanation, T
should like to inform the Hon. Premier that T dc
vot study a speech or enlarge it. T get up impromptu
and speak according to my personal feelings on the
ignorance displayed by the Government Bench.
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Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I was trying to cow-
mend him for spending the time preparing his
speech; but he wants to put it the other way! If
he prepares his speech and gets the facts right he
would not make sueh mistatements as he has made
hie has asked what is :he sense of asking for $75,000
to construct work-shops. As to the clay scheme,
can there be a more glaring instance of a reckless
mis-statement? This House passed a firsi-class Bifl,
a Resolution for money to get it going; the Other
Place threw it out and yet he talked about our
starting a scheme and then discarding it. That is
his disregard for speaking the truth.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I do not like
to objeect to anything said against me in this Cham-
ber because I know such statements do not make me
what I am not. 1 would not worry to asi the mem-
ber to withdraw that ctatement, but the hon. mem-
per eannot refute tha: the Government did spen:i
large sums bringing Mr. Brannam here, and al-
though the Other Place did not go favourably wita
the Resolution, the hon. member knows he has a
weapon whereby he could bhave Mr. Brannam
brought here again for the factory set-up; but the
hon. member did not want such a knowledge to he
possessed in the island, at least in the position of
Government and he allowed it to die. If the Other
Place turns down anyihing this Chamber sends up,
he knows better than I do the weapon at his dis-

posal to use to override them. He did not use it then. ¢

Houn. G. H. ADAMS: I would not honour
vne member by replying to that, but let me assurc
him that the Other Place would have thrown it out
a second time. [A VOICE: What about a third
tire?] It is absoluiely immaterial what opinion
Lkon. members have of me and if I live to be as old
as Methuselah I would always be like that. Utterly
and; absolutely indifferent! But what I do say Sir, is
this: when the hon. member reads his speech again he
will see it is one long slinging attack on the Hon. Min-
ister for which he has no right. You appoint a Board
and hope it does well. The personnel of the Board
has been changed and I am not exchanging any
recret over the fact that new members have been
appointed to the Board, but I will say this again:
When it comes to a public corporation you choose
what in your judgment you consider to be men whe
will run it effectively. If you discover you cannot
find the best people or the people do not give you
s:-tisfaction, it is a matter for your consideraticn
as Government whether we should not make it a
Government Department, in which case you are re-
sponsible for runming it. But to get here tonight
sentence after sentercs attacking the Minister! The
Transport Board is not the Waterworks; if it were
‘ne Waterworks Department he deserves every
word said against him if it can be proven. I
hope that hon. members have read the statement
““one swallow does not make a summer’’, and you
assume because one bus hit a post or bridge and
was damaged that therefore all will fall to pieces.
The Government from the first moment appointed &

Commissioner to investigate. The Government can- |
not go further than that. I do ask hon. members to |

ask themselves whether the personnel of the Board
bag always been the same.
11.1¢ p.m.

‘When it comes to the question of a public Cor-
poration, it is a matter for the Government to eonsider
whether the establishment of a public Corporation is
the answer to this or any particular problem. Curs
is a corporate respounsibility. I deprecate strongly,
and I would be failing in my duty if I did not men-
tion it, this pandering to the popular delight of hear-
ing evil of other people. You throw mud on a man

and every little drop of mud induces laughter; buy
if you say wnat a tine fellow he is, people will wonder
it it is really true. Especially taced with the prob-
lem of not knowing wihen there will be a General
Election, and fearing that when the Hlection comes
bhe may not be successful, 1 can well understand the
attitude of the hon. senior member for St. John.

Mr- Chairman, I have nearly finished; I deplore
the fact that not one single hon. member, when at-
tacking the Hon. Minister, has given the Government
any credit for having appointed a strong committee
Lo investigate every single reported act of conduct on
the part of the Statf of the Tramsport Board since it
has started. In addition to bringing down Mr.
Giibbons from the point of view of running the ser-
vice, the Government has appointed a Committee
icomposed of Mr. Osborne of the Income Tax Depart-
ment, Parfitt of the Water Works Department, and
Mr. Herbert Williams to enquire into the complete
working of the Transport Board from its inception,
including every reported case of conduet on the part
of the staff. We have not been given any ecredii
for trying our best all the time; instead of that, the
hon. senior member for St. John talked about petty
politics. The word ‘‘petty’’ is too big a word for the
hen. member’s harangue tonight; all he thought was
that this is a first-class opportunity for him and he
may get a few pats on his back when he goes down
the stairs tonight.

Mr. VAUGHAN: The Hon- Premier has made
«ne-half of the speech which I intended to make. I
have a note here to this effect: ‘‘If the Government
were responsible for the running of the Transport
Toard, the things which have gone wrong there could
not have gone wrong, because Government Depart-
ments are always debated in this House.”” I repeat:
‘‘If the Transport Board were a Government Depart-
ment, what happened there could not have happen-
ed.”” The Government did not create the Transport
Board as a wish of theirs or as a declared policy of
theirs; they created the Transport Board to run the
rus service of thiy Colony, to carry people to and
fro, because an emergency had been forced wupon
tihhem. The concessionaires put up an ultimatum to
the Government saying: ‘“‘Let us charge more; we
must get more fares, or we do not run our buses.”
What was the Government to do? Was the Govern-
ment to allow the people to be left stranded on the
Government? There was no choice about the mat-
ter- [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: That is not true.]
For months negotiations were going on with the con-
cessionaires, and the Government offered them a re-
hate of 15% on the gasolene as a substitute in lew of
the raising of bus fares, that 15% representing
$65,000. Afer the concessionaires were offered
that subsidy of $65,000, they refused it and they
wanted a 50% rebate on the gasolene which would
have amounted to $217,000. If the Government had
acceded to the request of the concessionaires, there
would have been a deficit of not $95,000, but a deficit
of $217,000.

11.20. p.m-

Sentiment, or passion, or abuse is one thing;
hut the cold figures preach another thing. These
are the facts which I have stated. I have even in my
notes here an example of the running of the Natural
Gas Corporation. Let me repeat, it was not a ques
tion of choice, it was not a question of doctrine, it
was not a question of socialist ideology, it was a
question of absolute necessity. The concessionaires
refused after a certain date to run their buses. What
was the Government to do? It was forced wpon them.
If Government had failed to take over the buses,
they would have failed in their prime duty to the

3,.
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citizens of this couniry. I commended them theu,
and 1 commend them now.

Whatever is wroag with the Transport Board
(and admittedly a lot is wrong with it) let us change
the membership of it and if Government cannot get
a proper Transport Board, make it an arm of the
Govermment — a Civi! Department — and run .t.
It is very well for some hon. members to talk about
Government increasing the wages of the drivers
and conductors, and the same drivers and condue-
tors who regard this as their Government have
operated against it. Do you think they bave done
that of their own free will? They have been in.
fluenced to do so by interested persons who are
determined to see that this Governmeut corporation
Goes not succeed. There are interests in this colony
wvho would do anything to prove that anything
which Government sponsors must fail and the suc-
cess of the Transport Board would be a defeat to
such interests. The happenings were near enough to
allow those interested to operate, and it is my cen-
vietion that those interest have operated in in-
fluencing people who regard this Government as
iheirs to commit certain sabotage againt the puliic
transport.

Mr. J. C. MOTYTLEY: Mr. Chairman, the
last hon. member who cpoke has changed the tenure
of this whole debate. All the other hor. members’
argument was to the effect that this Government
wilfully, maliciously and vindictively grasped the
t-ansport system from the Bus Concessionaires and
atilised it to their own purpose. The hon. member
who spoke before the last, knows that the Govern-
ment was foreced intc this position. When con-
ditions like this arise, they call for sober reflection
on the part of hon. members so as to be able to
arrive at a satisfactory solution in resolving the
question.

Sir, all the hon. members have painted a woe-
ful picture on this matter of public transport, and
1 want to say that it is really in a bad and deplorable
zondition; but the Government started out with
good intentions, and as you know, good intentions
do not always get good results. When this Gov-
ernment was forced into this position, it did not
have the nerve to do the right thing. The right
thing to do was to look at this situation squarely in
the face and see that the situation demanded a rise
in bus fares. If that were done, we would not be in
this position today but we are in this position and
we must find a way ouat, come what may.

Mr. Chairman, if the travelling public or the
conductors and drivers have the interest of the pukb-
Yie at heart, as regards this public transport service
these conditions with which we are confronted today
would not be in existence; but everybody who knows
something about it, knows that there is some sinister
influence at work to prevent the successful operation
of this bus service by Government.

Sir, on my way from home in St. Philip to the
(ity on these buses, many times I have to argue about
the way these buses are operated by the conductors
and drivers- If these people had maintained these
buses up to the standard which obtained when the
private econcessionaries had them in hand we would
rot have had the trouble we are having today and it
iz those conductors and drivers who have got better
wages. Have they given better service? That is a
question which hon. members should answer.

My colleague made some statements with which
T really do not agree but the time will come when I
will reiterate them. There were statements which
Y& never used to make when I sent him to this Housc
of Assembly.

I do not know if the Government in coming down
with this Resolution for this money is doing the right
thing. 1 think the right thing for this Government
to do is to get rid of these buses as quickly as they
can. Give them back to the concessionaires and get
new ones. However, in the mean time they have to
carry on, therefore you must give them the moncey to
carry on.

11.30 p.m,

That is what I feel but in the mean time
they have 1o carry o so we have to give them
some money to carry on with. Get them off your
hands because the general public does not seem to
be with you, so therefore get rid of them as
soon, as possibie. lsay they have got to carry on so
we have to give them money. 1 do not know about
tnding sheds. 1 thik you cal cut out that, 1f' possi-
ble. We have got to find the solution and fnd 1t
quickly ibecause this, Sir, is one of those conditlons
that need immediate remedy. 1 would, not say thu
Government was entirely right in taking over the
buses but they were forced into this position out of
a clear sky by the concessionaires with ‘‘either you
meet my demands or you take them and run them’’
and the Government was hewildered and had to ask
them. to carry on a week longer until they could take
them over, and the Government thought with the co-
operation of all and sundry they would make a sue-
cess of the operation of these buses, but they failed.
Whether this is election year or not, you have got to
face the facts that you failed in this enterprise and
should get it off your hands as quickly as possible,
znd I believe the public will be with you in the elee
tion and bring you back here. [A VOICE: Do you
really think so?] Do you think they are going t.
bring the D.I.P.? That has a doubtful father and
a doubtful mother, and the general public
will do well to examine who was the
father of that party. I know the father and
mother and I have no dealings with them.
This new omnibus might be necessary for experi-
mental purposes, Sir, but I think it is & lot of money
to experiment with. These last two Items Nos. 13
and. 14, I think we can do without if we are dispos.
ing with these buses. We do not need them and I
would advise the Government to examine the utilisa-
tion of this money in that respect. Get rid of these
buses; this nationalisation is something we cannot
stand in this island. We have not the talent or the
ability to operate a nationalised utility sucecess®ully
[Cheers] T want to assure Government that T am
in hearty sympathy with their dilemma and they can
rely on my support because T was sent here by men
und women of the suffering public, and when they
sent me here they told me ‘‘Mpttley, I know you and
your colleague cannot do much, but whatever meas.
wre Government brings to the benefit of the people
support it”’, and no electors can say I am not doing
that. If I had to face the electors to come back here,
one could not stop me on that because they cannot say
I am not supporting Government with measures for
1he benefit of the improvement of my people. There
are a lot of ideas going on that my people forget the
position they were in eight or ten years ago. Remem-
ker who was the direct cause of the amenities they
are enjoying now. [A VOICE: Who?] Not you,
Sir! From morning I get up arguing for the im-
provement of my people to now. My colleague and
T are not seeing eve te eye- THe has deviated from
that course we have followed seven years ago and I
do not approve of his deviation. He has not told the
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people in St. Philip yet. [A VOICE: You do mnot
come to the meetings!] It is all right. I am ﬁghtmb
for the poor and the under-dog.

Mr. Chairman, with these few remarks, Sir 1
2m appealing to the Government to use their best
ingenuity to solve this bus problem. There are some
things that we will never succeed in as long as you
hold them in hand.

Mr. ALLDER.: No remarks could be more
heartening than those coming from the hon. junior
nember for St. Philip who is a permanent supporter
of the Government, and when he makes a suggestion
Like that it is sufficient to have some effect on the
Government’s decision to keep these buses. [ was
definitely and deeply surprised to hear the hon.
Junior member for St. Philip. In respect of my
colleague I cannot say I appreciate very much the
points which he made and as a matter of fact it ap-
pears as if he were not sufficiently convinced of his
statement and it caused an apparent burst of his lungs.
‘What I would say is this, Mr. Chairman, everybody
knows that the hon. member has corrupted what
would otherwise have been a wonderful political

career. [A VOICE: Who?] My ecolleague.

Mr. CHAIRMIAN: You must get on with the
Kesolution.

Mr. ALLDER: 1 am getting to Resolution.

‘“he hon. member insinuated that wrong charges
were being made against the Minister and against
the Government in respect of the running of the
bus service. 'What the hon. member does not know
and what he pretends to be ignorant about now is
that whatever happens over there at the public
Transport Department, the Hon. Minister has got
10 give his sanction before any Board can attempt
to put it into practice. Everybody knows that. The
only person who does not know that is my vacillating
friend- [A VOICE: Are you really serious?] 1
am serious and more than that. Who created the
board? The Government. Who is put responsible
for the Executive running of the Department? The
Minister of Highways and Transport. Who recom-
mended the appointments to the Board? The Minis-
ter for Highways and Transport. It is he who is
handling the Resolution. He is responsible for the
running of the Department and we rcould not come
and attack the Board and accuse it for any wrong
running of the Department. It is the Minister who
comes to us to get our approval for the continual
running of the Department and it is he who is re-
sponsible, and what is more the Board did not bring
this Resolution here; it is the Minister for Highways
and Transport and it is Goverment poliey-
11.40 p.m. :

That is the Government’s policy. Does my col-
Yeague want to tell me or the Committee that the
Board decided that they must have a bus for $25,000
as an expedient? That is the policy of the Govern-
ment and the policy of the Hon. Minister. Does he
want to say that the Board constituted as it is, wanted
to erect accommodation costing $75,000 to house buses
which the Hon. Minister has said they are about teé
give to the new concessionaires? Let my colleague
change his path; do not let him play the game of a
lawyer, that is to say, if T get there first then T am
right.

Mr. VAUGHAN: T am not at all flattered; if
T am playing the role of a lawyer, other people be-
vides me feel that T would have made a good one.
As far as vacillation is concerned, T do not think that
the pot should langh at the kettle. T began my pol-
itical career as a memkber of this Party: T have return-
&d to it, and T have no apologies to make to anybody.

I shall never fail in defending this Party when it
should be defended; I have told my colleague ,be"ore,
I told him during the consideration of the vote in
zespect of the visit of Princess Margaret, that the
reople of St. John have sent me here, and it is on
them that I have to depend. I have lived to see the
Government

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The honourable member must .

keep to this Resolution, because other honourable
snembers must do the same thing.

Mr. VAUGHAN: I am keeping to the Resolu-
tion. Thig is a quotation from the speech of the
honourable senior memper for St. John when the Gov-
ernment created the Transport Board. This is what
he said:

“8ir, I am going to vote for the passing of this
Resolution because I feel out of a sense of responsibil-
ity I should not do anything to tie the hands of the
Government but I hope they will”’

Mr. ALLDER: The honourable member is read-
ing from a slip of paper something which purports to
e a part of my speech, and I do not remember having
made any such remarks. If the honouraple member
s permitted to present a slip of paper and read some-
thing which purports to represent a part of my
speech, I do not think that that should be done. The
proper thing to do would be to get the report of the
debates handled by the Clerk of this House. I must
object to the honourable member quoting from my
speech remarks which I do not remember making.

Mr. VAUGHAN: This is nothing against the
honourable member.

Mr. ALLLDER: I object to the quotation to
which the honourable member has referred as repre-
senting a part of my speech.

Mr. VAUGHAN: At page 1414 of the Officeal
Gazette the honourable member’s speech appears.
This is what he said:

““Sir, I am going te vote for the passing of this
Resolution because I feel out of a sense of responsibil-
ity I should not do anythmv to tie the hands of the
Government, but I hope fhey will reciprocate the
feelings Which I have expressed.’’

Mr. ALLDER: I have heard the honourable
member criticise the speeches reported in this House,
I am not hiding under that; I do not say anything
to-day which I cannot repeat to-morrow. 1 did not
ssk the Government to reciprocate anything; I said:
“It does appear to me that this amount of $30,000 is
only a drop of the amount which we will have to
spend on this issue; and I am appealing to the Hon.
Premier, not the Hon. Minister of Communications,
v.ho I feel should be more responsible, to see that if it
takeg five days or five years to negotiate with the
present concessionaires to continue to do so; do not
close yvour doors. [Cheers.]

My attitude was this: having been injected with
the virus of nationalisation by the Hon. Premier, 1
felt that if this Government were as Socialist as it
pretends to be, it was attempting the first phase of the
principle of nationalisation, and therefore I would
not stand in its way, although my support did not go
without caution. That caution was eorrect, because
‘we see now where this matter has cost ug more than
it should have cost us. That is the position. T do not
see why the honoursble member shonld cheer; it all
proves that they did not take any heed to my eautlon
vtherwise my speech, instead of ibemg what it has
been, would have been singing their praise for having
embarked on the first stage of the nationalisation of
the Transport system of this Island.

11.50 p.m.

B




JULY 3, 1956

217

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, ilere ate
just two points 1 want to make and the first is this:
an attempt has been made to throw a smoke screen
in the eyes of the public o this matter There has
Leen a red herring thrown across the trail as
regards the responsibility of the Hon. Minister of
Communications and the Transport Board I want
to say for the explanation of the public that we
on this side of the Table criticised, not what the
Board has done or faii to do, but the policy of the

' Government itself as demonstrated in the Resoiu-

tion before the House. What has been done is merely
a~ attempt to draw o red herring across the trail.
It is merely an attempt to becloud the issue for the
Qovernment to say tonight that the Minister of
Communications has no direct responsibility for the
actions of the Transport Board when the Board is
not responsible for the Resolution before the House.

Mr. Chairman, th: Board does not want to buy
a new diesel bus for $25,000, nor has the Board said
it wants $75,000 to accommodate buses. Those things
are aspects of the Government policy, therefore we
are justified in criticising the Government and the
iJon. Minister of Communications on those granis.

The final point is this: my colleague, the hoen.
junior member for St. Philip, has seen {it to express
opposition to certain views put forward by me. it
:s his right to do so if he feels that they corflict with
nis views, but I object more strenuously and em-
phatically to his implying that T am not fulfilling
the pledges which I caine to this House to fulfil. He
himself has told me that his reasons for supporting
the Government Party are twofold. The first is that
the hon. memper does not want the session to come
to an end before the five years he was elected and
the second is that he is not certain —

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS. Mr: Chair-
man, I rise on a point of Order. I think you said
that members should stick to the Resolution.

Mr. VAUGHAN: You ruled that in my ecase,
Mr. Chairman.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Yes, I did rule that members |

should keep to the Resolution but the hon. senicr
member for St. Philip is replying to something
which has been said by the hon. junior mewber for
St. Philip. As soon as he strays, I will stop him.

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Chairman, if I am
forced to state what those inducements were, T will
state them. However, Sir,—(To Mr. J. . MoTTLEY:
you are elected for five years. If you fail to continue,
that is a matter for you) but I am prepared to vote
for what I think is in the best interest of the people.
As regards the offering of inducements, it is not the
£rst time that people whom I brought in here have
succumbed to the blandishments of the members on
the opposite side of the Table and have done it to
satisfy their own personal interest at the expense
of the interest of the public. As regards the hon.
junior member for St. Philip, T warned him that
those inducements will never materialise. It is true
that they might materialise now, but they have been
vanging over for a very long time now.

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I do]

not think any useful nurpose will be served in my
replying now to the hon. member.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I am
merely rising to say this: I have never ever, in spite
uf what any person may say, offered any inducement
to anybody to join or rejoin the Labcur Party.
Never ever have I done that. T do not believe a word
which the hon. senior member for St. Philip hae
said because it is wutterly impossible for the hon.
junior member for St. Philip to -have told him
that. T have never tolc any hon. member that T will
put him on the Executive or anything of that sort.
I have never held out any inducements whatsoever

1o any member or auybody to join or rejoin the
liabour Party. 1 will go on oath in saying that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am not surprised that he
will go on oath with that.

Mr. CHAIRMAN : That is the end of that matter.
[ am not entertaining any more of it,

Mr. CRAWFORD : What about Mr. Talma and
Mr. Blackman on the Hxecutive and every one of
them, .

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member is
breaking the Rules of this House. The honourable
member is ecalling honourable members by their
names.

Hon. C. E. TALMA : Mr. Chairman, I rise on a
point of Order. I want to bring to the attention of
the hon. senior member for St. Philip, it is entirely
this House and the Island as a whole that at no time
have any inducements been held out by the Hon.
Premier to me. In so far as the statement made by
the hon. senior member for St. Philip it is entirely
untrue and unfounded and deserved no recognition
by any right thinking member of the Community.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman I
promised myself that I will generate no hea: in this
debate. As a matter of fact, Sir, I have heard on
more than one occasion that it is because of the re-
marks made by the hoa. junior member for St. Peter
and myself on one oceasion in this House that the
Government has found itself taken up with this
matter of bus transport. Well I hope that is not true.
As you know, Sir, loag before this matter of bus
concessionaires and the question of the public trans-
port system came before this House, I as a member
.f the St. Michael’s Vestry had to fight with certain
concessionaires, (or at least the Vestry had to do so)
and I think that when that fight was going on, the
fdon. Premier who was then practising at the Bar
had the opportunity of defending one or two of the
bus concessionaires who had refused to pay paro-
chial taxes. At that time I felt very strongly in the
inatter; and if you will recall, Mr. Chairman, on the
£rst oceasion that this matter was discussed in this
House I took a particular stand and I am going to
tzke that stand again tonight.

As far as 1 am councerned, the sixteen questions
asked by the Hon. Licader of the Opposition were
discussed by my party and we felt that in fairness
to the general public these questions should be au-
swered by the Hon. Minister of Communications.
You will observe, Sir, that the first question asked
is what is the policy of the Government in con-
nection with the Transport of the Island. That is
the first question and wpon that hinges the entire
criticism which we are offering.

If T head right, Sir, the Hon. Minister said that
tiie decision of the Government relative to the Tran-
port of the Island . ..

12.01 am.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. senior member
for the City continue?

Tf T heard right, Sir, the Hon. Minister said that
which we asked in respect of the Government policy
on the transport of the island—I want to take this
along logical lines because when I am through I can

1 justify my position for not voting for this at all. In

other words, I am not going to vote for this but 1
must justify it logically. The Government’s reply
to the Leader of the Opposition to question one ig
that their policy is the same when they took over the
buses; and they are trying to carry on this transport
svstem, and at present they have eight applications
and the applications remain the same. In other
words, they have said today that while as a socialist
party they believe in nationalisation, it is not their
policy to nationalise the transport system of the
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island. [A VOICE: Who said so%] If the hon.
member wants to correct it, please say now that they
do not intend to nationalise it. They have said at
this stage that they do not intend to nationalise it.
‘The hon. member said so here today and if the Prem-
ler is going to contradict that, would he please say
so now. I am trying to argue this as logically as
possible. They do not intend to nationalise. I for
one am very glad to hear that. The records will show
how I on the last occasion voted becausg I felt my-
self it was a question of Hobson’s ehoice put to this
House. The Government negotiated with the conces-
sionaires and after some negotiation they reached a
dnal day on whiich concessionaires said they would
give up and continue to run no more. That is the
rrason why 1 voted for the sum of mouey to operate
the transport service until they got some settlement,
and the settlement were given then was that they
would advertise for new concessionaires offering then
ithe concessions and they would at least have it run
acain by econcessionaires with different conditions
Now, I take it from what the Minister said in reply
to the Leader of the Opposition that the position e
mains  the same. We went on to ask, Sir, amonw
other things, how many conecessions Government did
take over., The Hon. Minister said they took over
eight and that they have since given back one. In
sther words, they are fourteen now in the island;
seven are being run by private enterprise and seven
presently run by the Government. But let us allow
for the shortcomings and the unfertunate position,
I «ay unfortunate, the Government found them-
selves in at the time in August 1955; that is, that
they had to take them over because they had to con-
intie some sort of service. Now, I want to know
w~hat has not been answered to the satisfaction of the
Opposition; having advertised and having eight ap-
plicants, why they have not given out the concessions
to these eight people? T heard in a softo voce voice
fer the first time something about the price, but we
have the notes made here, and the Minister may have
imagined he may have said that, but we are asking
what price was asked. T.et me accept the answer
given now by the Premier—the question of price.—
1 do not know what he means by price. If it a fact,
have operating all over the island are «fill making
money—and T would like to say here and now that
that statement cannot be disputed because these con-
cessionaires have heen returning, not only in this
parish, but ip the other parishes where they operate,
irade tax and I think I am in a position to say with
authority they have also been returning income tax.
If therefore the seven that is being run by private
enterprise are now returning a trade profit, it is diffi-
cult to understand how you have been able to throw
so much money away in so short a space of time. It
is true to say the representation which has been made
t¢ Government when they set up to investigate the
cuestion of inereased bus-fares—they recommended
taking an overall picture of the income, that they
were not making sufficient revenue and as a result an
ultimatum has bheen given and T say Government took
over temporarily, and established authority for the
formation of a Board and the Board was set up. I
want to draw this to the Government’s attention.
Tet us forget anything about nationalisation, just lel
us look at it this way. The Government set up a Com-
mittee as a result of representation made to us to in-
crease bus fares and that report hag been rightly
vead by the Minister who said ‘‘We could not get the
recessary data of the numher of passengers carried
and so on and we will not recommend an increase.’”
It is strikingly strange that Government on immedi-
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ately setting up or taking over the concessions which
tiiey took over, before having, (at least I am hoping
this is so) any information to the contrary, went
ubout it and the first thing they did was to say we
could not find books or sufficient data to tell us how
imany passengers they were carrying for the recom-
mendation of an increase. Government said and I
agreed then and now they were not going to increase
the fares, but the Board which was appointed by Gov-
cnment—and let them deny this—Who was (he
Board? Mr. Chase, who held every other job in the
island. I remember well what 1 said: with all of the
<landerous remarks about this gentleman and what
not that this Board was doomed to failure, Chase
failed in everything he went into and he failed the
rext morning he was appointed, and he was at that
time also employed with the Gulf Oil Company.
1210 a.m.

I am trying not to generate any heat; I am try-
g to put the true position clearly. The Govern-
ment were told that this business did not pay, but
they appointed a Board and on the next morning,
the Roard imcregsed eovecybody s salavies, and paid
to o nomber of men wicre thar what the Companiss
had paid. You took over 8 concessions from these
coneessionaires who employed 100 men; instead of
working for some time, for a month or two, you
{cciced that you wanted five times as many In-
spectors as were forinerly employed. 1 should like
to say this: if you want the praise, then you must
arcept the blame. Th: Hon. Minister tried to im-
press upon this House how the deficit vas made
up; the Government paid more salaries. which
amounted to $55,000 You wanted the praise for
sayving that you took over the Trausportation ser
ice, and you started off and paid more money,
without seeing how the business would work. Who
else would have done ihat except they were told to
do so by the Minister of Transport? Must the Hon.
Minister not accept anv criticismm for the action of
the Board? The Boarl under the Chairmanship of
Alr. Chase, told you next morning—TI am presuming
tnat the recommendations must come from the
Board— " “We cannot see how we can run without
100 more men, and without putting on 25% of this
expenditure 7’

Hen, G H. ADAMS: If the hon. member
t=ads the Transport Board Act, he will see that the
Board may employ s=rvants at such saleries as the
Governor-in-Executive Committee may approve. We
do not appoint chauffevrs, conductors, inspectors or
anybody else; the Board must make recommenda.
tions to the Executive Committee and the Executive
Committee approves. We approved increases in sal-
aries to employees.
~ Mr. E.D. MOTTLEY: You accept that eritic-
ism, but you do not accept the responsibility. Whe
else but the Governm=nt would say: ‘““We take over
this business today; we do not know what profit
vou made, but the first thing we will do, is to in-
crease salaries?” [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: We paid
a decent wage. ]

The criticisms offered by the hon. senior mem-
ber for St. John are perfectly in order. The Hon.
Fremier could hardly get out of this; who else would
aave done this? Are you going to pay a “‘spy’’
ncore than you pay a conductor or driver? [Hon.
5. H. ADAMS: All over the world inspectors get
nore than drivers.] Do not talk nonsense; Mr.
Chase recommended that an inspector was worth
more money than a driver and therefore they paid
the inspectors more than the drivers and conductors.
That is one phase of the matter in respect of which
T do not see how the Government could expect not
to accept any eriticism. :
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The Hon. Minister of Communications must
plead ignorance of any knowledge of Transport. if
the hon. member had been in the Taxi business still,
and ‘he had been running his car, do you think he
would have decided to pay his drivers more money
immediately until he knew what the income of the
business was? How can you ask this Committee to
level its criticism purely on the Board as a Board?
The Minister who is responsible must accept the
criticism.

As far as I am concerned, I say this: if it is
true that you have »o intention of mnationalising
your bus service. in all seriousness, then tell us so,
but do not—

Hon. M. E. COX: I do not know where the
hon. member was when 1 said that. What 1 said was
that certain people had applied for concessions;
these tenders remain good, but it is the Government’s
intention to continue the running of this service with
the ultimate aim of running the Island’s Transport
service.

12.20 a.m.

Mr. GODDARD: The honourable member has
now said that for the first time to-night. He said that
it was the intention of the Government to keep one
or two of these concessions. I asked what are the
reasons for the Government retaining these Con-
cessions but the Hon. Minister did not answer.

Mr. Chairman, he said that now for the
first time. He said today that it was the intention
of the Government to keep one or two of the coneces-
sions and I asked him: ‘‘for what purpose?’’ The
question was never answered. Mr. Chairman, I
thope when the debate is recorded that the Hon.
Minister will come back here as a man and say that
he agrees with the record.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : 1t was the first question
and I pressed upon the Hon. Leader of the Opposi-
iion to ask it again. Thig is the first time that the
Hon. Yinister of Communications has said anything
sbout tnat. The Hon. Minister said that he told the
Committee that they would keep one or two of the
Luses and I asked the Hon. Minister to repeat that.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: T just want to say that
the Government hag never made any secrev of its
mtentions as regards nationalisation but the Govern-
ment wanted experience.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : The Government started
off with nationalisation. I said to the Hon. Leader
vi the Opposition that when they come to find our
what is the overall cost of the Transport system and
thev insist about nationalisation it would be infi-
nitely better to nationalise the Electric Company. It is
not any new thing for the Hon. Premier to <ay that he
has not abandoned nationalisation. T think after
their final analysis of the bus situation that they
would be infinitely better to let private enterprise
carry on with it.

The hon. senior member for St. Johr said that
the $75 500 with which vou propose to build sheds
to house the buses seeras to him a waste of money.
[ am »'so of that opinion. As a matter of fact. the
Tlon. Minister has not told the Leader of the Oppo-
sition where it is proposed that those sheds shounld
be vt up, therefore, we want to know something
akont that. As regards the $25,000 for the 44-seator
diesel omnibus, all T would say is that it will be good
at times if some of us would travel by buses. What I
wonder is this: Does the Hon. Minister think that
that bus is the one which we need in Barbados tak-
ine into consideration our narrow roads and onur
transport system? Tt has been drawn 1o our atten-
tion that the Directors of Transport in Enegland and
America have had to reduce the size of their buses

e ]

and put into operation a bus of a smaller size. I
regret very much thai under the circumstances I
cannot support the prrchase of that bus.

As to the idea of the Hon. Minister speaking of
graveyard buses, it is a fact that that type of bus
is kuown as a graveyard bus. As socn as those
buses have done anything in the vicinity of 150,000
miles they are put in what is called the graveyard
and they are remodelled and then reshipped to places
which want them. People like Colonel Julien are
famous for obtaining them and then shipping them
to other places. If you travel to big countries youn
will find that some of those buses are just like the
ambulances which Colonel Julien gave you. Of
course, the Hon. Minister said that they are going
to consult the Crown Agents on the matter. I do mot
know, but they must know whether it is well that
they should consult Crown Agents. Nothing we can
do will persuade them not to invest in such buses
or not to invest in this new 44-seater diesel bus. 1
vould only say, speaking for myself, that it is most
regrettable that the Glovernment has not seen fit as
yet to settle the matter as regards these applications
for concessions. The Government should get that
matter settled orce and for all, because on the face
of it, you have divided your island transport system
inte 14 sections and ycu have not heard one of the
seven concessionaires who are running their buses
privately saying that it is not paying them. They
are perfectly willing to carry on. May I ask you
this question? Here it is you have seven econces-
sionaires who have buen carrying on. Have you as
yve': suggested to any of those applicants for mew
concessions that you will take A, B. C.or D% I
wonld like to know what is keeping back the Gov-
ernment from award'ug those conecessions to tha
eight applicants or so which you have.

12.30 a.m.

I heard something about price but iet me ask
this again. There is no possibility of having the
rames and going into it and asking if they will
iake over these buses which you have. Now, every-
Lody knows and I am putting this to the Govern-
rient — you had to take over at a time to fill the
ireach because of the dead-loek. No one could be
arnoyed if during the period when it started to run
and you found you were going down the hill and
you found you could uot carry on this as a system
vou decide to approach the eight concessionaires and
the Government sued the proprietors for part of the
expense. It would be better to do it that way. There
is no two ways about it. For you to carry on the
transport system of this island, it would cost be-
tween two or three million dollars and I cannct
nnagine any Government outside the Mental Hos-
pital wanting to carry on transport system as it is
now. What I am saying now, is this: you have
wasted a lot of money in the appraisals for the
various companies. We realise we had to give in,
we had no proper management, no proper sheds, and
we have got to account for a certain amount of de
preciation. Could we mot see it is betier to drep
430,000 now than to gc on as you are doing? That
is a business-like approach to this question. But
let me say while T put the suggestion it might fall
on deaf ears. Yon come here for $75,000 to build a
garage. Would it cost you more than $75,000 be-
tween what the ex-concessiomaires are asking and
what the new ones are asking? And this House
would be more than unreasonable if they did not
appreciate that becausz you did not have the where-
withal; and anyhow it is a great thing you had to
“all back on Chase. God help you! Chase was
Chairman. [A VOICE: He was not Chairmar’
Anyhow he was a member of the Board. T am coming
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down so that, I am suggesting here to you tonight
that it would be infinitely better, and I still share
the views that it should be impossible for you to
have seven and say you are making mcpey and give
the other more. Thcrefore, mind you this, M.
Chairman, this is diametrically based on mnationali-
sation and I would have no objection if Governmeni
~ame with a policy anc said we are goirg to nation-
#lise. They cannot face that because the Premier
agrees we would have to spend much money on a
new Hospital first. We share your view about the
Hospital, therefore, you should allow private enter-
vrise to carry on the transport service and you
should come and face it clearly. Do nnt come and
ask for $75,000 to build a shed and what not au:dl
still know you have to Lhave these things. If you are
coing to nationalise, come straight out and do that.
I expect this House would have to accept the valua-
tion put upon these buses, but we do not have the
wherewithal, the depreciation, because the seven are
making money and psying income tax and trade
tsx. You are silently awarding concessions and
drawing your 40% of the profit without paying out
one red cent so why pay out a lot of money here, and
you have got to admit this. I think the only per-
son who would not adwn:it this would be the Minister
for Communications who has said that the transport
service of Barbados has been run better now they
sre run by Government than when they were owned
and run by private enterprise. It is only when you
have great antipathy to the truth that you can say
things like that. No one can expect that the Min-
ister has not really heard eriticism from every pos-
sible angle. The Premier would be shocked because
the transport service has become shocking. You have
oot to admit it is absclutely shocking. This is what
T have to say; if you are going to naticnalise now
and you agree you have more essential services, call
a svade a spade. Do not come and build sheds for
these buses. Come and say we have got this amount
of money and finish. Get rid of it one time, I would
not vote one red cent to buy a bus for $25,000. Are
you satisfied with the sreven concessionaires who ru
the seven concessiony to the other parts of the
islands? Are vou satizfied the public is given good
service? If not, it is your duty to do so, or if you
can say the seven will give good service or you
believe they will give us good service, it is your duty
to award it to them. "Ve have had in applicants,
su we eannot allow the people to suffer even if you
must drop money every month for the transport
bus when travelling. 1 remember fellowing an ex-
service. What I say now is what happened with a
cursion since Government took over. They had a flat
tyre and had to wait two and a half hours to get
a tyre. If you, Mr. Chairman, or any other Minister
were running those chartercd buses to the excursion
to any part of the island, vou would see it had =a
spare tyre. Do not let anybody fool you. There are
so many people to look after that you must face the
facts. You know you have other essential servieces,
g0 on the other hand what hapvens. Yeu appoint a
St. John talk about sabotage. There is a feeling that
Board and I heard ths Minister and the member fov
a black man in this country, unless you are the
tvpe of man who is prepared to go on with Goverr-
ment and so on, will sabotage anything. I have had
this experience and T believe the Premier should
nave this experience.

12.40 a.m.

You have people who are strong supporters of
the Government and I know that they are people
who were willing to offer their services to the Gov-
ernment, but they are mot “‘yes-men.”” Tf I hap-
pened to be in the Gevernment or close o the Gov-

"~ e—

ernment, and I had to look for people to put con
the Transport Board, I would look for people who
had some experience in dealing with transport
bu~iness of some sort, even if it is hauling molasses
or anything like that. I you are running a business
and you succeed with 1t, it will be said that you
are a smart fellow; but if you should fail, it will
Le said that you are a fool.

They would rather bring down somebody from
England who would know nothing about this busi-
ness and take his advice. You have a man like Mr.
ivelyn who had been running Lancaster and wno
snew when the engine was not working weil; but 1
¢sk; who is responsible for appointing these people
to the Board? Mr. Roy Gill or Mr. Evelyn could not
inave made the recommendation to the Government
tc take over these buses and appoint these 25 Inspeec-
tors. Do you think that either of them would
+ecommend that you appoint these Inspectors and
pay them more money than you are paying the
drivers? That is wrong. Mr. Chairman, if they had
asked you anything, would you have said, ‘‘I would
pay these Inspectors more than I would pay a
driver?’’ In other places you have an Inspector who
comes along and you never know where he is; you
have @ conductor, you just have a driver, but here
you have a man who is working all the time and an-
other man just sits under a tree and waits until the
buses come along. What then do you expect?

‘When the hon. junior member for St. John says
that the people of this Country have been sabotaged,
does he mean the bus concessionaires? I should like
to say that is felt that if you have a Socialist Gov-
ernment advertise for loans from whom do they have
to get them? People will lend you money when you
advertise for it, and therefore it is reckless dishonesty
to talk about sabotage. What the hon. senior mem-
ber St. John has said is quite true; you want to make
some small-time people believe that you are a god on
wheels going around. I will uot be contributing to
anything of that sort.

You may be a classical man, you may be learn
ing the humanities, but you are not a business man.
When [ first met Mr. Manley, I said: ‘I know
vou have been professing to be a Solcialist, but I
have the greatest respect for you, because immedi-
ately as you got into power, you decided that even
tne most rabid Socialist, if he must meet any success,
he must have an economic adviser.”” When anybody
says that you are ignorant as to business conditions,
co not take umbrage at that, because there is no
point in taking umbrage if you do not know any-
thing about these matters. I tell you quite candidly
that what you really want is an adviser in these
matters.

I was surprised to hear the hon. junior membe:
for St. Philip make the speech which he made. He
nas told you what the position really is; there is
great dissatisfaction, and therefore let us face the
facts. You are asking a man to come here from
Trinidad to tell you about the Transport system;
well, T am going to say something which, if you were
in business for 20 odd years, you would appreciate.
T suppose that when this is all recorded, somebody
will curse me. The Hon. Minister has said that this

gentleman came in and discussed the question of
tuses and what not. T am just asking them to be
careful.

T asked that question just to be sure. You sav
vou are going to try out this 44-seater diesel bus.
The Hon. Minister has rightly told us what has hap-
pened in Trinidad and Jamaica as regards that tyvpe
~® bus. He said that they have tried them out and

“
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they have railed. If I were youw I would not make
that blunder. You should use that money for other
services. I will put it to the Minister: do not vote
1this money, come back and say to this House that
vou have erred. That is human. Do not fool yourself
I need not speak in this strain because 1 repre-
seLt the City of Bridgetown where it does not mai-
ter whether bus fares go up or not but I am speak-
ing from the depths of my heart despite what any
Minister or Government might feel. This Gowern-
ment is headed by the Hon. Premier who is fright-
#ully ignorant of the real business situation when it
comes to running the buses. Liet me suggest this to
yeu. Before you bring anybody to tell yon how to
riin your Transport system, you must give them a
brief before they are gong to tell you how it should
be run and the next thing that will happen is that
you will find yourself buying buses which that per-
son want to sell to you. Bear in mind that a man
does not come out to advise you on these matters
unless he is interested in this sort of thing. He has
all sorts of offers before he comes here. I am telling
you that the next thing you will know is that

you will be like Trinidad or Jamaica as regards this

bus situation. Even if you mnationalise it, you are
going to find yourself in the same position. Do you
know the reasom why? To make a success out of
running buses, the concessionaires have to put in a
tremendous lot of work and have to be up early in
the morning and all through the day looking after
the running of their concession. Youw must have
known by now that as soon as somebody is em-
ployed by Government he says that it does not mat-
ier.

Let me say this: When I caused the Vestry of
St. Michael to investigate into the accounts of the
National Bus Company, that Company had the best
bus service running in the Island. I have been in
tnose buses then and recently and I can say that
they are in a terrible condition now. Let me say
that they are nasty and stink now. I am telling you
ihat no attention is paid to them. What do you
find? We are told that the Government is not re-
sponsible, or that the Minister is not responsibie,
but that they appoint & Board to run the transport.
They choose the people to run it. I am not suggest-
ing for a minute that they should select to any of
those Boards people from one particular walk of
life. T am saying that you should not pick people
to place on Boards just because they make you a
little god on the earth. You must do things which
will benefit all the people of the Island.

Mr. Chairman, I promised myself that I will
not generate any heat on this matter. I am going
to ask this question: have you done anything to
merit your mationalisation of the Transport system ¢
Now, you canuot say when will you nationalise it,
aor ean you say that that is your intention. If yon
share our views or we share your views, there are
other essentials which should come first. T will say
this to you new. Get this Transport out of your
hands as quickly as possible. As long as you are
sarisfied with the persons who have applied for the
concessions. you should grant them their request.
Am T to say that T understand rightly, Mr. Chair-
man, that while you have given back one concession
te a former concessionaire (Mr. Birch) that one of
the applicants for a concession has been written a
letter offering him the Yonkers Bus Service?

Hon. M. E. COX: You will always hear that.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : The Hon. Minister savs
that I will always hear that. I understood from a
reliable source that you offered the Yonkers Bus
service to Mr. Alleyne but he said that you will
kave to pay the cash money which the man charged the
Government. He has received a letter telling him

that he will have the Yonkers. Mr. Chariman, I
am telling the Hon. Minister of Communications
what T have heard. 1 understand that the price is
35,000 as has been fized by the valuers. 1 under-
stood you told him fo pay $35,000, but that there
seems to be some difference of opinion on the mat-
ter. Why should you bring somebody from KEng-
fand to tell you what the buses cost when you took
them over? That is nonsense. Mr. Chairman, I am
addressing these remarks to the Head of the Gov-
ernment. 1f the valuers have valued them at $35,000
and there is a difference of opinion on that, the thing
to do in my opinion is to get back in your valuers
and let them know that the $35,000 is what he
agrees to accept as the valuation at that time but
during the ten months they have depreciated by
$5,000 or a figure like that, and that seems to be a
reasonable sum to pay for them now. Why not get
*hem off your hand now? Not only would you get
them off your hand when you accept that amount
but you will be getting the service run.

You talk about these reconditioned buses. Liet me
put this to you: do you know that I have heard
from tourists that while the buses which you will
bring from outside are very comfortable that the
buses which you have now smit local conditions better
than those because they are airy? Do you know that
the type of buses which you have is first class for
the colonies? Do not let anybody fool you. They
can be reconditioned to look as mew. It is the engine
that goes. Put in a new engine and put the new
tiyres, paint up the body and you have a new unif.
1.00 a.m,

What do you think they are doing? They have a
chassis and as long as they get it painted up and put
on tyres and put in a new engine they have a new
hus working. They are getting down new engines
and putting them on the old chassis and that is what
has been happening. I make this statement. I
know there has been a man, who incidentally is a
Barbadian, and who is connected with the parish the
Ion. Premier represents, and he can get second hand
buses like Julian put on the people down here. ILet
me speak no ill of the dead. Ome time you had a
Trirector of Public Works, he was a Civil Servant—
the hon. member can sneer. Happily for me I do
1ot depend on such people to put me here. He was
a Civil Servant and you reached a stage at one time
that no kind of toilet bowl could not be put in any-
body’s house—unless it was a Tyford. T}:.us is not
¢peaking ill of anybody; this is merely saying Whe_n
you come to business you see this. I smile at this
%Vpe of diesel, and you have other types w1th. the en-
g:-ine in front. What I am worried about 1is this.
Fave you taken into consideration that _the length
would be difficult to get around certain corners?
TTave you taken that into eonsidera.tion? Ha\(e you
1aken into consideration the question .of having 1t
swag around? I say it would be a sensible ap_proach
and T would back it one hundred per cent if you
withdrew this and ask for a certain amount of money
to pay off these debts and be satisfied that you have
cood bonds and let the people run them and every-
thing would be all right. OF course T would not be
surprised to hear somebody say I have friends who
applied for them. Mr. Chairman, T thlpk T have
oiven my views to the Government. I.thlnk T have
been perfectly mild indeed; I have outhned' the ques-
tion of the transport system and I would like to say
this: vou know a tremendous lot more can be said
hecause as the Leader of the Opposition told you,
you have 106 buses and have only licensed 34. Who
“ise in Barbados on this third day of July qould be
running a set of buses not licensed and possibly not
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insured to the danger of the public? You have al-
rcady said this is a Board and you know they have
20t been licensed, the reason being they eannot pre-
sent insurance papers to the Treasury. Today is the
4th of the month and they are running, and do you
realise if anything happens tomorrow you would Le
backing the Board; and what I am telling you is
that Government hag to back the Board in case of
damages. Look at it squarely in the face; you are
1esponsible for the damages. Mind you, I see your
feeling is that this is something where revenue can
be made for the Government and you have a right to
satisfy yourself. You cannot say you are doing like
Jamaica or Trinidad or of course Liondon and New
York where they subsidise quite heavily and give out
concessions on account of the density of the popula-
tion to move off in certain cities at certain peak hours.
1f you take a route like Black Rock where you have
five buses running, the Hon. Minister of Social Ser
vices will see all five going in at one time and you will
have to wait until they go to town and come back up.
‘What the hon. junior member for St. Philip told you
was correct.The people are not with you with it; get
it out of your hands. You are absolutely wrong and
I suggest to you to get them out your hands. I do not
think I can do any more under the circumstances. We
have asked for a lot of information and youn have
given us very little. There is just one more point
which T want to make. I have heard that buses had
gone to garages and they were over-charged. I made
discreet investigations. Now you know I am one of
those people who as Chairman am in charge of a
fleet of trucks belonging to the Sanitary Commis-
<ioners. Do not fool yourself that T do not send them
around. I give everybody some and I was shocked to
find a bill for general repairs and overhaul for
around $900. I made investigations. We have had
very strong men on the Board who made very strong
investigations into the question of parts and what they
paid and then I made investigation into what was
paid__by the Government. Personally, T am in a
1 osition to say here and now that if they over-charge
sou, they have doubly overcharged us. T was shock-
ed to see the price of the rebored jobs. The jobs
were in the vicinity of $700. That is the price
which they c¢harge today and I suggest strongly that

if they wanted to sabotage it would he the easiest
thing for any firm of leading wolicitors in Bridee-
town to say if the Sovernment wants loans do not
lend them a cent. But they have so much confidence
m you that they put up all the money; so how can
von in the same breath say that there is sabotage,
Sir, T finally say I eannot vote for this. Take the
money vou are going to build sheds and stand the
difference between the depreciation and what the
prices would be and let them give back the buses—I am
not talking about giving back—there are certain peo-
ple who do not want them back, but. there are others
who have applied for these buses and these applica-
tions still hold; or you might be able to do what the
Hospital or the Government decided to do with the
embulances.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is ~—

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, before you
put the question, T should just like to say that there
has been no doubt quite a lot of abuse and slander
and nastiness which has come forth from supposedly
hon. members, more particularly, the hon. senior
member for St. John. There is no doubt —

Mr. ALLDER: The hon. member should know
by now that hu cannot say that any hon. member
has resorted to the use of slander, nastiness and

—

that sort of thing. I would please ask him to with-
Jraw those remarks.

Hon. M. E. COX: I withdraw them. From the
speech which the hon. member has made, everyone
who has listened to him, will agree that he came
fiere for the expressed purpose of attacking me. 1
promise never to sink to that level.

The hon. junior member for Christ Church
contradicted at length this question of losses, and
he went so far as to say that I was misleading the
Committee in connection with the Report of the
losses. Irom the Auditor’s Report, it will be seen
1hat at the end of the 31lst December, 1955, there
was a loss of $568,000. The figures as follows:—

ares Collected $261,358.68
School Tickets 6,337.31
Charters 1,234.50 $268,930.49
Less Expenses
Salaries and Wages $134,800.84
Gasoline and Oil 108,390.15
Repairs and Replace-
ments 62,813.61
Insurances 11,655.82
Tickets .. 3,727.12
Printing and Stationery 2,445.35
Licences .. 527.60
Lights and Telephone 496.05
Miscellaneous 89.81 $327,740.75>

Loss Carried to Schedule

of Balance $ 58,810.26.

Since then we have had a statement from the
Auditor from the 1st. January to 31st. March, 1956.

The figures are as follows: Fares collected,
$198,002.20, School Tickets $7,939.85; Charters,
$3,141.04, total $209,083.09. Expenses amounted to

4249 849.55 leaving g deficit of $40,766.46. It is
estimated that up to the 10th June the amount inx
sundry credits would be $135,000 and with stock
together with bank balances amoanting to $40,000,
there would be a deficit of $95,000. That, Mr. Chair-
man, 1s the position as it stands up to the 16tu
June this year. If the hon. junwr member for
Christ Church wants to see that with his own eyes,
he will have the opportunity to come around here
and look at, the statement. If he doubts the propriety
or otherwise of the Auditors, that is a matter for
him. 1 ¢an only put forward what has been reported
by the Auditor.

The question was asked. Mr. Chairman, wheve
those buses will be housed. We have not yet decided
on the correct site but we are hoping to site them
somnewhere o01. Government lands. The provision is
made for a shed and the Director of Public Works
bas submitted an estimate as follows:—

Roofing $35.000
Fenecing 6,000
Contingencies 4,000 $45,00t¥
Hoist . 7,000
6 Workbenches 800
1 Compressor 1.500
Water Supply 500
9 Ramps 4,700

Surfacing Yard‘a'md Ap'p'roach

Total $75,500r

We are hoping to site them either at Comber-
mere or behind the old shed which was once oeccu-
pied by Mr. John Beckles, [A VOICE: That can-
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mnot hold them.] We are not providing for 100
buses; we are providing for a maximum of 66 buses.

I need not refer to the statement made by the
hon. senior member for St. John, because the debates
have already shown that the hon. member supported
the Resolution and indeed all the other hon. members
present at the time supported the Resolution. None
had the courage to get up and say that we should
increase bus fares. They all supported the Resolu-
tion and it was unanimously passed. [A VOICKE:
That is not true.]

Mr. HHAYNES: 1 would like to be emphatic
on this matter. I am entirely in favour of the con-
ceseionaires being given another chance. The Iou.
Premier made an aside saying that it was too late

. ti negotiate. I object that it is too late.

I made reference to the fact that you are now
doing something which Jamaica has rid itself of as
well as Trinidad.

Hon. M. E. COX: Madam Chairman, every one
would agree that the bus service which we have in
Barbados today is inadequate. The travelling public
1s looking forward to a better service whether it is
1y the Government or by the concessionaires who
decided to continue. All through the trend ol
speeches made by hon. members, it was brought out
that the money which we came for at first was -
sfficient, and we would have to come back for
additional money to carry on the Transport system.
That is in the debates. As a matter of fact, the hon.
junior member for St. Lucy went as far as to suggest
1hat we should use money from the Price Stabilisa-
tion Fund which was at the time $6 million. e said
that a considerable sum of that money should be eer-
marked as a loan to the Transport Board to finance
the operation of those buses, because he opined that ir
would eost something like $300,000 odd to have the
serviee run properly.

Madam Chairman, I realise that it is very late
or early in the morning of another day and I am
not prepared unless it is necessary to go all over the
ground I have covered, to reply to the speeches
made by hon. members. There is one thing which 1
would like to state quite frankly. The hon. senior
member for the City raised the point about our
offering back the Yonkers man his buses.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I bave never said such
a thing. What I said was that the Yonkers buses had
been offered to Mr. Alleyne of Bank Ilall and not
to Mr. Jones and that they were offered for the
orice for which they were valued. T was suggesting
that he should pay a sum between what is the
depreciation for the time the Government had them
n hand and that it will be infinitely better for the
Government to stand that expense and that the
Government should act similarly with the other
concessions which they have. I was suggesting that
Government should call the whole thing a day, give
up the buses and they would be better off. T never
suggested that Mr. Jones should be offered back his
buses.

1.30 am,

Hon. M. E. COX: I do not know where the hon-
curable member got that information from, but I am
sure that if that were so it would have to have passed
“hrough the Ministry first for a decision to be made
hy Government. That decision has not been made.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Ts the honourable mem-
ber saying this man has not been offered the Yonkers
Bus Company? That is the information which I have
Lad. He has been told that is the position and what
he has to pay for it and that it should be paid in cash
and the argument is that he would not pay that for it.
What T am saying is if there is any disagreement on

the price to be paid to Government, make right the
deficit and depreciation for the time they had them
and call it a day. I will support that 100%.

Hon. M. B. COX: I said m introducing ine
Liesolution that Government have not sold out these
buses because we did not know at what price we
would have to sell these buses. I went further and
said that there was no possibility of getting them to
take these buses; they would not be so stupid to take
them without knowing what they would have to pay
for them. But as I said the Government could not
Fave asked him to pay ‘X’ dollars until the matter
bad been Gecided by Court or by arbitration as the
case may be.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: On a point of further
explanation. Not for *X’7’ dollars but for the price
vwhich the Government put to him. And I go further
and say instead of spending money in putting up
r1.ese sheds, you should pay the difference in depreci-
ation. You cannot expect people to pay for them what
they charged Government ten months ago.

Ilou. M. B. COX: The honourable member has
waid thai the Board did not ask for any buses or for
any sheds for the buses. I would like to assure this
fiouse that tiie present Board was appointed on the
1st April and from the time this Board was appoint-
¢G they made recommendations to the Ministry to
ftave 15 new buses as soon as possible; and to say they
bave not asked for buses is not correct because before
tve Board was appointed, as I pointed out in intro-
ducing the Resolution, about two or three months
alter we took over the buses the Director of Highways
cod Transport who was then Chairman, made repre-
sentation to us that we needed 51 new units. Now
there is one thing I would like to elear up at this stage
although it has not erept into the debate to-night, but
some time ago, Mr. Chairman, it was raised in this
Ifouse by the junior member for St. Lucy about my
approaching the owner of the Yonkers Buses asking
him to take back the buses now. [A VOICE: Your
friend told me so in your presence.] The position is
as I pointed out long ago that it would be absolutely
no question of my approaching Jones or anybody
about taking back their buses because as I said Gov-
ernment had never decided on that: and indeed I
would be the last person in the world to put myseli
in that position where if it were decided not to sell
huses to people like those, then the individual could
get up on a platform aund pass it on to the seuior
member for the City and to the public.

My, E. D. MOTTLEY : I was present when his
bosom friend, Mr. H. A. Tudor, told him so, and
Mr. Tudor said he telephoned him at 4 ¢’clock in
the afternoon and told him so; so why raise the
question and bring me into it. All I said was, that
1 was present when your bosom friend told you
about it.

Hon. M. E. COX: T would say briefly what
bappened. A few Saturdays ago I went to the Public
Market and I met Mr. Tudor who told me about
this telephone call. I took him to Mr. Jones’ house
and after discussing the matter, Mr. Jones assured
me that he was satisfied that it was a trick, and he
told me he would immediately telephone his counsel
Mr. E. K. Waleott whom he had previously in-
fermed about the matter. I have every reason to
believe Mr. Jones did it.

The question that the Resoluliton To now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative the House
dividing as follows:

Avyes: Hon. G. H. Apams, Hon. Dr. H. G.
H. Cummins, Hon. M. B. Cox, Hon. C. E. TaLwa,
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Hon. R. G. Marp, Mr. Houper, Mr. Bryan, Mrs.
Bourng, Mr. Vateriian, Mr, J. C. MorrLey—10.

Noes: Mr. Gopparp, Mr. Barrow, Mr. Tupoz,
Mr. AiipEr, Mr. Haynes, Mr. E. D. MormEy,
Mr. CRAWFORM—-T.

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS,
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX, the CHAIRMAN re-
ported the passing of twoe Resolutions im Committee
uf Supply.

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS,
szconded by Hon. M. E. COX 1in each case, the Reso-
lutions passed im Committed were read, a first and
second time and agreed to.

PRIVATE BUSINESS

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, before the Order
T'aper is fixed, I am agking the leave of the House
to move the passing of the Address of which I gave
notice earlier in the day. The Address reads as
follows :—

The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency The Govermor

The House of Assembly ig of the opinion tha:
some record should be made of the signing of the
Order-in-Council setting up the British Caribbean
Fedieration.

2. The House therefore respectfully requests
Your Excellency to consult the Governments of the
participating territories with a view to securing their
approval of an entreaty of Her Majesty the Queen,
ikat Her Majesty be graciously pleased to permit a
departure from custom by allowing a photographic

record to be made of the signing of the Order-in-
Council.

3. The House makes this request feeling certain
tliat the citizens of the future Dominion should be
able to follow with pride the unfolding chapter of
thieir history and affectionately associate Her Majesty
with it.

4. The House further suggests that, if the Gov-
ernments agree, the Commissioner for the prepara-
tion of the Federal Organisation be asked to take the
necessary steps to have the request laid with his hum-
ble duty, before Her Majesty at an early opportunity.

Hon. Ml E. COX: I object to leave being granted
rhe honourable member to proceed with this Address.

The question that leave be gramted the honowr-
able member to proceed with the Address, was put
and resolved in the negative.

A division was taken as follows :

Ayes: Mesars. J. C. MorTLEY, BARROW, TUDOR, °

CrRAWFORD, ALLDER, HAYNEs, Gopparp and E. D.
MorTLEY.—8.

Noes: Mr. SmiteH, Hon. G. H. Apawms, Hon. Dr.
H. G. H. Cummins, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. C. B, Tar-
M4A, Hon. R. G. Mapp, Messrs. Hor.oEr, BrRyan, Mrs.

BourNE and Mr. Vaverax.—10.
ADJOURNMENT

The Order Paper having been fived,

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that this House do now adjourn until this day week,
Tuesday, 10th July, 1956, at 3 o’clock p.m.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question that this House do mow adjourn
until this day week, Tuesday, 10th July, 1956, ot 3
dgelock pm., was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division, and Mr. SPEAKFR adjourned the
House accordingly.

1.50 am.
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