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Tuesday, 31st July, 1956.

Pursuant to the adjournment the llouse of
Assembly met at 3 o’clock p.m. today.

Present :

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HusBanps (Speaker),
Hon. 6. H. Apams, C.M.G., Q.C., B.A., (Promier)
Hon. Dr. H. G.H. Cummixs C.B.E., M.D., C. M., (Min-
ister of Social Services), Hon, M. E. Cox, (Minister
of Communications, Works and Housing), Mr. L. E.
SarrrH, J.P., (Chawrman of Commitiees), Mr. F. C.
GODDARD, (Leader of the Opposition), Mr. J. A.
Haynes, B.A., Mr. J. C. Moy, Mr. E. St. A. Hov-
per, Mr. V. B. Vavenax, Hon. C. E. Tavara, (Min-
ister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries), Mrs. E. E.
BougxeE, and Mr. J. C. Tubor, M.A.

Prayers were read.
MINUTES
Mr. SPEAKER: I have the hounour to inform
the House that the Minutes for the meeting held the

24th April, 1956, have been printed and circulated
and unless there be any objection these Minutes w1l

-be taken ag read and confirmed,

There being no objection the Minules were taken
as read and confirmed.

DOCUMENTS

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to inform
the House that I have received a statement of Rev-
enue and Expenditure for the parish of St. Andrew
for the yvear 1955—56.

PAPERS LAID

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I am com-
manded to lay a statement showing Gross Customs
and Excise Receipts for two months ended 31.5.56.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: T am commanded to lay
a reply to the guestion asked by the honourable jun-
ior member fous St, Joseph on the 1st May, 1956, con-
cerning Nurse Joyee Mason.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. G. II. ADAMS:
the following Resolution.

Resolution to place the sum of $22776 at the
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to
supplement the Kstimates 1956—57, Part | — Cur-
rent, as shown in the Supplementary Estimates 1956-
57, No. 13 which form the Schedule to the Resolution.

Hou, G. 5 ADAMS: T also beg to give notice
of the following Resolution:

Resolution to place tﬁ“o sum of $5,760 at the
disposal of the (iovernor-in“Executive Committee for
the purpose of making loans to six delegates and
eighteen observers of the Barbados Elementary School
Teachers’ Association to assist them to meet expenses
of attending the Conference of the Caribbean Union
¢f Teachers which will be held in Antigua in August,
1956.

In connection with this, I beg to give notice of
my intention to ask leave of the House to suspend
Rules 88 and 89 in order that this Resolution may
be dealt with at today’s meeting of the House as this
meeting is due to take place, as far as I know, with-
in the next ten days and is therefore a matter of
urgeney.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to give
notice of my intention to suspend Rules 88 and 89
to deal with the Resolution for $22,776. .

The question was put and agreed to.

I beg to give notice of
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for the children to treat them at tneir schooi and to
let them know what was going on.

Hon. . H. ADAMS: Mmr. Chairman, allow me
to interrupt the hon. member. 'The first official in-
formation which wag received from the Secretary
of State for the Colonies on this matter was on
Thursday- * o

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, surely
if you look at the Addendum you will see that they
decided that on the particular day when the KEn-
abling Bill was assented to by Her Majesty the
Queen, there would have been some celebration.
NSurely some body could have arranged this thing.
You must have had in the back of your mind what
vou were going to do. Some schoolmasters received
a letter concerning this matter on Friday, but up to
today they cannot say that they can treat theix
schoolchildren on Federation Day because they re-
ceived their letter by mail on Friday after the
School was dismissed for holiday.

Let the Hon. Premier contradiet the statement
I made. What the Hon. Leader of the Opposition
said is correct. The person who is in charge of thes.
celeébrations seems not to know what he is doing. 1
agree one hundred percent with your holding a Gen-
cral Service of Thanksgiving on the Garrison
Savannah and that it is the correct service: but does
the Hon. Premier appreciate that in the out-
lying parishes, say in the constituency of St. Joseph
which he represents, not many people from that
parish will be able to attend the service at the Gar.
rison Savannah?

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: They can go to thei
cwn Church at 11 o’clock that day.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The Hon. Premier
says that they can go to their own Church at 11
o’clock that day. T am telling him that they do not
know anythiag about that; they were not nformed.
You have said that there will be a General Service at
the Garrison Savannah but you have not said that
there will be a Service of Thanksgiving in the several
Churches in the various Parishes, say in the Parish
Church of St. Lucy, St. Joseph and St. Andrew.
On Sunday last, no notice was given out of such a
Service and up to now no notice has been given oat.
Whose fault is it? The person who has been put in
charge has not sent out such notice. Tt is an ab-
sclute fact that they did not send out such a notice.
1 realise that you did not have the information in
lime to pinpoint everything in detail, but you could
ilave worked out something. You could have put in
a token amounnt of $1 in your Resolution to be ex-
pended on the celebrations and then come back to
the House for the sum you need.

This is the most important day in the life of
the West Indies within the last three hundred years.
It is the most important day in the lives of West
Indians, and quite rightly vou say here that it should
be celebrated in such a manner befitting its great
csignificance. You say here that you are holding a
Cerviee at the Garrison Savannah. T agree with tne
Houn. Minister when he says that vou shonld start
off vour celebrations with a Thanksgiving Service at
the Churches.

4.15 n.m

What T did hear and see is that the Hon. Premier
would eive a talk on the significance nf the Dav and
what mot. That is correet. but for the aectual
celebrating, one would have thought in a matter of
this sort you would forget any Partv, just for the
day. and let us face it as West Tndians and Wext
Tndian leaders. as Barhadians and Barbadian leaders,
and forget party and partv politics. One wonld have
thought that the Iamb and the Hon wonld lie to-

gether on a day like Thursday. One would havo
thought that the hon. member for St. James and
others would be able to visit the various schools on
the occasion forgetting everything about party poli-

tics on that day, and explaining to the youth the:

significance of the day so that they would never
forget why they were celebrating that day. But what
do we find? The Premier would give a talk which
will go to about 50,000 to 60,000 people. The Premier
himself believes that information went out to the
various denominations instructing them to hold these:
services, but I know that information has not gone
out and I say something is wrong.

Now, I heard a few days ago that the Government
would be treating children with sweet drinks, sweets.
and biscuits. No member of this House would object
to that, but when I saw $1,500 I started to figure:
how far this could go to serve 40,000 children. On
the last occasion, we felt you had to treat those peo-
ple from Private Schools like those from Elementary
Schools because they were the sons and daughters
of people of this colony, and when I started to think
of the amount of drinks and sweets for these 40,000
children, I realised there must have been an error
Why did you not put in $1 instead of $1,500% I am
glad to hear the Premier say that he is not thinking
of children alone in treating them to remember the:
vceasion, but is also thinking of the poor so that they
would not forget. T heard him mention that he will
be offering money to the almshouses in order that the
poor people would be able to get something. Out of
this money, $480 is allotted for St. Michael and $7¢-
for St. John. Am I right in saying it is to allow
people in the Institutions and poor houses to take
part in the celebration of the day? Thursday is the
day for celebrating and may I ask the Premier
whether the people of the Island have been notified ¢
They have not yet been notified and I say so defi-
nitely today.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I am sorry to interrupt the
hon. member again. It is a Bank Holiday which is
proclaimed in the Oficial Gazelte, and it 1s just
coneeivable that the Advocate Printery may not
have produced the Official Gazette. There should
have been a proclamation on Saturdav that Thurs-
day would have been a Bank Holiday.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Of course we know if
is a Bank Holiday, but for what?

Hon. ¢. H. ADAMS: For the celebration of
Pederation. Day.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: What T am asking the
Premier is this. He is trying to outline the positiom
to us today, and we are allowing for the shortness of
tke notice. You have today for the first time allowed

‘the public to know the reasons for changing vour

amount from $1,500 to $9,600. T suspected $1,500 was
not the real figure, and vou have given information
that the reason for raising the amount is because
vou are treating school children and allowing the
various parishes an amount to help to feed the poor
of the parish in order to let them recognise this day
which we are celebrating. The day after tomorrow is
the day and may T ask who is responsible for send-
ing out that information? It has not yet been sent
out. He said there are going to be services in manv
religious denominations. Vou said, Sir, you would
be giving the varions parishes an amount with which
the people would be treated on this day. Let it be
known that the Government subscribed monev todav
so that the people in the Institutions should have a
special diet or somethine special and that these ara
the reasons; but mot one merson has been notifind
that the Government intends to do it at all. Some-
thing has gone wrong. If you are saving that the peo-
rle of the parishes of St. Andrew and St. Philin on
this day are celebrating and vet yvon have not allow-

o
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ed them to know, are they really joining in the cel
<ebration on this day? Why must Government be so
.strongheaded and not appoint a proper Committee?
You eould not have known the date of the celebra-
tion, but I have seen that Mr. Wiles is responsible
for the organisation; and now yov come and tell us
you are having these services when not one word
.has been said about the various activities. .

Now, as regards the question of fire-works, the
.Hon. Premier said that the senior member for the
City has them all. That is not true, and the hon
member knows that, but I am still glad to hear him
gay that the hon. senior member for the City has
tire-works for the St. Michael’s parish.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: 1f the hon. member would
give way, I know of the hom. member’s activites
from the Press. We discussed Federation Day some
weeks ago, and we also discussed the question of fire
works and decided it was not worth while buymng
what was in Bridgetown because you would not sc.
them if you put them in a barrel and set them oft
the Esplanade unless you were somewhere at a
point like at the Princess Alice Playing Field. But
the Churchwarden of St. Michael was content to buy
the fireworks and that is why I said he was weleome
to them.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: For the benefit of the«
Hom., Premier, the hon. member for the City is more
.active and more wide awake. Fireworks landed in
Bridgetown last Friday, for your information, and
I only thought they would be displayed not only
.at the Princess Alice Playing Field but at other
spots in the islands. What has gone wrong with

your Committee? Who are the members of your

Committee? Why was no mention made in the Press?
‘You make fun and say you would not buy fireworks
that if displayed in Bridgetown could not be seen
far off ; but, for your information, the Churchwarden
‘would not take that type of fireworks. All you
«wanted landed in Bridgetown last Friday. I am
asking what hag become of the Committee! Who 1s
on the Committee? Mr. Wiles is on the Committee,
put who else is on it? Name them! Why did you rot
.2ppoint people who could tell people what was hap-
oening? While the Minister of Social Services was
m part responsible for notifying the various parishes
‘that Government would give this money to gladden
ihe hearts of the people of the various parishes, the
answer is still “No”". Money will be voted to cele-
‘brate the significance of the day and somebody should
speak to them on that day. Let them know that Gov-
ernment has given them something to celebrate the
significanee of the day and somebody should speak
to them on that day. Liet them know that Govern-
raent has given them something to celebrate the day
and let them know the reason. It may be interesting
to note that I will speak to the people and tell them
why they are celebrating this day and of the import-
ance of it, and ¥ plan to speak to them in the thous-
ands, It is regrettable that we are not zoing to cele-
brate in a manner befitting its great significance. 1
hope that after this debate in the House this evening,
st least the Committee will get a stop press or adver-
“tise in the Advoenrte and let the persons in the varions
parishes know what is happening, especially those
people of the parishes who cannot get to Brdaetown.
i.25 p.m.

‘With the various Denaminations in this Island.
-and with the Ministers of Relioion. they could verv
‘well he in a position to explain to veovle and let
them know what the true mosition is; but not one
word has been said about the matter. Tt i< not ino
Tate even at this moment to get what the Hon. Pre-
mier has said to us in the Press, and let it be known
~what the Government is doing. Just to go to the

mw—— ¢ s

warrison alone, and leave the people in St ‘'homas
or S (eorge without saying one word to toem 1s
Lot in the best interest of the Colony. "The iton.
Premier has said that a Committee has been set up
10 deal with this matter; but who is the Committee?
i hope that from what the Hon. Premier has said
wday, he will be able to get something in the Press
by -tomorow, so that people will see what is going to
happen. At least there could be put over the service
of Rediffusion, the request that Services be held on
Thursday, at 11 o’clock at every nook and corner of
this island. This most important day in the life of
the people of this Colony has come at last; therefore,
let the Churches know what is happening. Of
course, I shall be going ahead with the celebration
activities in this parish; I welcome that gift of
$480.00, if they will give it, to assist the people at
the Almshouse.

We have requisitioned s~ne buses to take the
joor around the Island as part of the activities, and
I am wondering if the Government would see tnal
oroposal through. If we have to pay for that, then
w2 will pay for it. I am sorry, Mr. Chairman, the
Transport Board is a Statutory Board and not a
Government concern; however, I repeat that I hope
the Hon. Premier will get the information which he
has given us this afternoon over the service of Redif-
iusion, as a request from the Government to the
Heads of the various Denominations in this Colony
to hold Services, and let it be known what is hap-
1-ening. :

Mr. ALLDER: The most important event
which is taking place in these Colonies since the
aholition of slavery in the 18307s is this occasion of
tke introduction of the Federation of the Caribbean
(olonies. During the abolition of slavery, it was
not possible for people to celebrate their freedom as
we are now going; to celebrate the introduction of a
new system of Government, and a certain amount
of politica} freedom. I should like to say that the
amount which the Hon. Premier has suggested can-
1ot accommodate the entertaining Committees in
the various parishes. The amount is too small, and
tends more to confused thinking on that day than
to bring people together in a true form to express
their appreciation of having lived to see the intro-
duction of a new system of Government in these
rarts. I would suggest to the Hon. Premier now,
that the $75.00 which he proposes for St. John to
entertain thousands of school children and to be dis-
tributed at various schools, and with which he also
wroposes to make some token gift to people in the
Almshouse is not sufficient; I suggest that this
amount be kept for occasions when they are having
tig parties, and when they are giving exclusive per-
‘ies and use it for that purpose.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The hon. member is now
aceusing the Government of providing only $75 for
the parish of St. John plus the Almshouse; where
does he get that information from? The hon. mem-
ber just does not eare to listen: I said that provision
was being made for 43.000 school children at 15e.
each, plus the amount for the Almshouses.

Mr. ALLDER: That amount cannot suffice.
The hon. member came back and increased the num-
ber of school children from 25,000 to 43.,000. ‘

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I promise the hon, mem-
her that every time he makes reckless misstatements
—sometimes they will be deliberate—I will correct
wim. That is how T am ooine to treat him. It was
the hon. junior member for St. Lucy who spoke of
25,000. school children.

Mr. ALLDER: I reallv meant the hon. innior
member for St. Tuey who said that the sechanl noru-
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which the whole of Thursday is to be devoted is a
national celebration, there cam be mo more iitting
thung to be done than that the best attention be paa
10 the children, who are after all the backpome cf
this nation which is to be. 'When Her Koyal High-
ness Princess Margaret visited thig Island last year,
ol the whole sum of $30,000, fully $12,000—or per-
naps half of that, I cannot rememper, but a cou-
siderable amount-—was voted for the entertainmen’
of the children, and, of course, in their transporta-
tion. to the Qarrison. It is true that the whole
number of elementary school children was not
involved; but if, Mr. Chairman, you strike a pro-
portion with what was spent then on the 12,000
school children with what it is proposed here and
now to spend on the whole lot of elementary school
children (apart from other expenses and other as
pects of the celebration) you will see it is woelui
short and something is terribly lacking. 1 want to
impress upon the Government that they should not
take this thing in so off-hand a fashion, that proper
attention should be paid to it, and that at any raie,
so long as the children are to be brought into it at
all, a scale much larger and much more expensive
than might possibly be the case with the small
amount of money they are asking for is needed. But,
Mr. Chairman, if proof were needed that this Gov-
ernment did not take this thing seriounsly at all,
vou have only got to search for that proof in the
fact that of all the people in this whole Island. they
alone thought that they could celebrate a dav like
this on $1,500. and the scale of their magnificence
was equal to the scale of their thinking: and they
would have bheen the only people in this Tsland wha
would have taken the view that $1.500 would have
allowed Barbados to celebrate Federation Dax i1,
a manner bhefitting its oveat siomificance.

Mr. Chairman, 1 think they are not to be con
gratulated on having done anything or certainly
having done very much, and I think that here again
Mr. Chairman, you can see their lackadaisical ap
vroach by the fact that although at such short notice
they have jumped from $1,500 to $9,600; they still
have not in the light of what they are doing, treated
the House with the courtesy of letting it know how
they propose to spend the $9.600. They are bound to
agree that so far as entertainment proper is cop-
cerned. something should be done for school children
and possibly for old people; and it must cost them
scmething, however little, to arrange the large open-
air gathering which they are encouraging to meet on
Thursday morning at the Garrison. But none of these
things has been explained to us, and frankly I do not
think that they care sufficiently about these things
to tell us exactly what they are doing. I do not want
to add fuel to fire; but I am a resident of the parish
of St. Michael, and I got the impression that the scale
of entertainment and celebration planned for this
parish alone far surpasses anything I have heard the
Government proposes to do for the whole Island. Now,
it need not worry them because it certainly does not
worry me if I had said so, but it happens to be a
fact. The published plans for Federation Day in the
parish of St. Michael far surpasses any I have heard
as yet which is contemplated for the whole Island;
ard I wish to emphasise this Mr. Chairman, befors
I sit down, that if, as he says, something is to be
done for school children, he eannot do it properly for
nearly twenty-five thousand school children. My arith-
metic is not very good because I did not learn much,
but it would repay quite a lot of interest if the mem-
bers of that Governmment, particularly the Ministers,
would try to see how far they can entertain twenty-
five thousand children on an occasion like this on less

than $9,600, because not all of it is going to be spent
on children. So like the hon. senior member for ot
John, the hon. junior member for Christ Church, anc
I dare say, like most of the members of this House,
I am anxious to lmow the scale of the celebraticn
planned by Government and the precise amounts of
money out of $9,600 which are to be voted to each
aspect of the celebration,

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: It is surprising . . .

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Surely, 1 did not want
the Prenrer to let it appear that I wanted to wait to
find something to say after he had spoken, but like
the previous speaker I say we would certainly like
some further explanation. I am not surprised myselt
that the amount has been increased, because when 1
went  through my Resolution and I saw $1,500, 1
thought there was a mistake; I thought it was a ques-
tion of $15,000; but while I have not heard, and I
regret I was not present when the Hon. Premier was
speaking to hear his explanation, I am not surprised
that there is an increase in the amount of money to
$9,600. They are those of us who when we start to
speak of money think of big money, but even that
seems small to me; small judging from the explana-
tory mote which says: ‘‘the Standing Federation
Committee expressed their strong hope and arrang-
ments would be made in the several Unit Territories
fcr the celebration of this day in a manner befitting
its great significance.”’ It strikes me that this day
is not only unigue for the West Indian but also unique
in the history of the world. I wonder if I may stretch
it so far to say that, because not only are you federat-
ing the people of the islands, but you are federating,
it I am permitted to say so when you think of the
background of Trinidad, people of all nationalities.
3.55 p.m.

In other words, you are trying to federate
Europeans, Chinese, Indians, Negroes and Assyrians
—people of all nationalities. We have quite recently
seen, or at least read, that one of West Indian birth,
but of Chinese origin, has been sworn in to act as
Governor of Trinidad. That, in itself, is a very good
sign. However, I will not say anything further on
the celebration activities, as I know nothing about
them; I will wait for the Hon. Premier to tell us
something about them. I presume that they will be
starting with the children, for indeed, this will be
a day which the children should always remember
and which old people will never forget. This occasion
is a very important one in the lives of West Indians;
this is a day which should be celebrated in a manner
befitting the great dignity of the day. I shall not
say anything more; I will wait to hear the Hon.
Premier’s explanation.

When sometime ago, we heard that this day
would be celebrated, we had hoped that we would
have seen a plan of the celebrations accompanying
whatever Resolution would be brought before us.
However, 1 do not think it is too late for the Hon.
Premier to tell us about this matter; and I am sure
he will tell us abont it, because the fact that the
amount of that Item of this Resolution has been
changed from $1,500 to $9,600 does show that the
activities are going to be greater than they would
be under the Item for $1,500. I shall await the Hon.
Premier’s explanation which has been asked for by
hon. members.

Hon. G. H ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, if we
had put another nought at the end of this amount,
we have been accused of asking for too much. I am
not therefore minding that aspect of the matter. The
original suggestion was, that there should be jusi this
sort of celebrations. [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I cannot
tiear the honourable member]. Nobody says that the
honourable member should take note of the interrup-

-
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ons; he can sit over here. To hold Church Services
‘was the West Indian idea generally ; we did not know
what would have happened. The matter was going
bedore the House of Commons, and we thought that
in case we were caught, we could get something pass
€1 in the House, and later on, we could come back
for an additiona] amount. We did not have any long
xnotice of what was going to happen in the House of
Lords, and the assent of Her Majesty the Queen to the
Bill establishing the Federation; then we were warn.-
ed that we were not to take it for granted that Her
Magjesty the Queen would assent to the Bill immediate-
1y on its being passed by the House of Liords. There-
fore we thought that we should get something done,
#nd then we could go thoroughly into the matter.

The sum of $1,500 was intended to cover the cost
ot flags, and T do not know if they have yet arrived;
tney were to arrive by plane. If I may disclose a
secret, we ordered the flags even before the House had
voted any money to pay for them; L hope we will not
be attacked for doing that. We wanted a flag of each
West Indian Colony, just as they are in the Univers-
ity College of the West Indies; there, we have a flag
of each West Indian Colony which has students at
that College. We took the risk; and of course, if the
ITouse in a fit of madness, did not vote the money,
then we would have had to pay for the flags out ol
our own pockets. In order that, if we were suddenly
presented with the date by the Secretary of State
for the Colonies, we would not be failing in come ot
the methods of the celebrations, we took that risk.

I have forgotten to ask whether the flags have
actually arrived; they were due to arrive by plane,
as I have stated. However, the proposal to use flags
as a decoration on the platform at the Service at the
Garrison Savannah is, as far as I know, unique in
Barbados; so far as I know; the other colonies are
having serviees in their Churches and Chapels. Here
in Barbados, the Clergy of the various denomina-

ions are proposing to have services at 11 o-clock,
while the general service will be held at the Garrison
‘Savannah.

The honourable member for St. Lucy has got his
facts wrong; he spoke of 25,000 school children. The
Lonourable member was more in need of a hot meal
when he was in England than the school children
There.

Mr. BRANCEKER: 1T should like to kmow to
which honourable member the Hon. Premier is
referring; both of us are in favour of a hot meal for
school children. [Mr. TUDOR: And he is not].

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The honourable member
is always eating hot meals. There are 43,000 school
children. In connection with the Coronation the figure
was worked out at 8c. or 10c., and now we have made
the figure 15c. for a child; so that the honourable
member with his self-confessed lack of arithmetical
skill will be able to multiply 43,000 by 15e. a child and
get the proper sum. We also intend to spend some
money in treating persons at the Almshouses. 1 will
pive honourable members the figures. For the St
Michael’s Almshouse, there is the sum of $480.00;
Christ Church $200.00; St. Philip and St. George
%$100.00 each; St. James $80.00; St. Peter, St. Thomas,
St, John and St. Joseph $75.00 each ; St. Andrew and
St. Luey $70.00 each, amounting to $1,400.00.

4.05 p.m.

As announced there will be a Police Band Concer?
at the Bay Street Esplanade and the much deeried
Ministerial Buildings, according to the Opposition,
will be illuminated. There will also be illuminations
opposite. We attempted to get fireworks and give a
fireworks display but we were told that there wers
only feeble fireworks in Bridgetown and that there
were commandecred bty the Liocal Government of St
Michael. We were told that they would be feeble

Breworks if we set them off on the Esplanade, but,
perhaps, on the Princess Alice Playing Field where
a few people would be gathered around the fireworks
would be able to be seen; they would not be seen if
they were shown at the Bay Street Esplanade. There-
tore, the honourable senior member for the City ig
welcome to have them. (Laughter).

I do not know if there is anything more 1 can
add. I will venture to prophesy with the usual eritic-
ism chiefly of our own efforts that when the celebra-
tions are over there wil] be no island celebrations
which will surpass that of Barbados.

Mr. E D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, 1 have
listened attentively to the Hon. Premier. All 1
Lave seen in the Press that Government is doing as
regards the eelebrations of this day is that Mr.
Wiles is responsible for the celebrations which are
‘ic take place the day after tomorrow which is Fed-
eration Day. The Hon, PPremier got up in here
today and said that there will be Church Services
throughout the Island and every head of the various
denominations vas asked to hold Church Services.
I say that that is not a statement of fact.

Heon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, the hon.
member must not misquote me. I was careful to
say ‘‘not all’”’. Some have promised. I do not
want to call names but the hon. members know what
I mean when I say that as regards the General Ser-
vice which will be held at the Garrison Savannah
you ecannot get certain denominations to co-operate
with eertain other denominations.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : It is known that you
are going to keep a General Service at the Garrison
Savannah, but I take it that your celebrations are
for every parish and that the Rectors of St. Andrew,
St. Joseph and the other parishes would be asked to
hold Thanksgiving Services as well as the heads of
the Pilerim Holiness Churches and the head of the
Methodist Churches, If T may refer to James Street
Methodist Church specifically I take it that the Hon.
H A, Cuke was asked; but 1 am saying that no one
was asked. Something has broken down.

Weeks ago, T heard that part of the programme
of the celebrations of Federation Day would be a
(eneral Service at the Garrison Savannah and that
there will be a Thanksgiving Service at every Church
and  every denomination would be asked to give
thanks to Almighty God for this occasion. Now the
Hon. Premier says vou cannot get every denomina
tion to co-onerate. T presume he means the Roman
Catholic body.

One must bear in mind that the day after to-
morrow is Federation Day when you will be having
fhese celebrations. One would have thought that
if you had decided to celebrate the occasion in this
way, you would have notified all the heads of the
various denominations. I am not thinking of any
Anglican Ministers, I am thinking of the Baptist
Churches, the Pilerim Holiness and all such
Churches. Why T say so is because we want every-
body to share in these celebrations, and share alike.
I was at a loss to know why no announcement was
r:ade as to whether Government wanted the various
denominations to give Services in their Churches to
celebrate this occasion. Nothing has been said. 1
am not accusing the Hon. Premier, I am accusing
the member of his Government who has been in
charge of this affair.

Let me say that on Friday afternoon after the
elementary schools were dismissed for holiday the
postmen then carried letters to the Headmasters
and Headmistresses of those Schools. Up to ves-
terday morning some of those Headteachers had
uot received their letters to let them know to send
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QUESTIONS

Mr. GODDARD: To enquire of the Honour-
able Minister of Communications, Works and Hous-
ing

¢ Is Government aware that there is grave dis-
satisfaction existing among many owners of houses
which were damaged by Hurricane ‘‘Janet’’ on the
22nd September, 1955?

2. Is Government aware (a) that the Housing
Authorities at the time promised to return to com-
plete repairs which they had partially undertaken,
(b) that the Housing Authorities have failed to
carry out such promises?

3. Is it true (a) that Government promised
assistance to house owners who carried out their
own repairs and incurred debts in so doing? (b) if
80, has Government carried out their promises and
to what extent?

4. Will Government send down a Resolution
for a sum to be used in completing the repairs to
houses damaged by the Hurricane and to render
assistance to those who carried out their own repairs?

SUSPENSION OF RULES

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
1 am asking leave to suspend Rules 88 and 89 to
deal with the Resolution for the sum of $22,776
of which notice has just been given.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister is asking
leave to suspend Rules 88 and 89 in order to deal
with $22,776 of which notice has just been given
and unless there be any objection, leave will be
granted the Hon. Minister.

There being no objection leave was granted.
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
on Tuesday last, a Resolution was introduced for
$1,500 for the purpose of celebrating Federation
Day. The Governmeut has increased that amount
and we are asking leave to withdraw the Resolution
for $14,670 and to substitute the Resolution for
$22,776. Whether we will do it now in the House or
in Committee, Your Honour will decide.

3.25 p.m.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: T beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair, and the
House go into Committee of Supply, and that it
be an instruction of the House when in Committee
of Supply, to deal with these two Resolutions of
which notice has just been given.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.
The question was put and agreed to.

H'is Honowr left the Chair and the House went
into Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being in
the Chair,

FEDERATION DAY CELEBRATIONS ’

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I propose
to deal firstly with the Resolution for $22,776. I am
told that cyclo-styled copies of this Resolution have
been circulated. Hon. members had been presented
with a Resolution for a lesser amount last week,
and it will be unnecessary for me to do more than
say that when we sent down that Resolution for
$1,500, it was quite uncertain as to the date on which
Her Majesty the Queen would have assented to the
Enabling Bill, and we wanted to get something be-

fore the House quickly. We have now considered
what we think should be done, but it is unfortunate
that we should have read about what Jamaica and
Trinidad propose to do before announcing what Bar-
bados proposes to do. However, I should like to
say that Barbados had decided, before knowing of
what any other Colonies had decided, to have Church
Services including a sort of comprehensive service
at the Garrison Savannah in addition to the services
in the separate Churches and Chapels.

I say that lest it be thought that we are merely
copying from Jamaica or Trinidad. I do not think
that anybody who really knows the West Indian
scene, and who has got before his eyes the possible
siting of the Federal Capital, would accuse Barbados
of following any other Colony with regard to cele-
brations of this sort. I think it is omly fair to the
Administration that it should be made guite clear that
our plans for the celebration of Federation Day weie
going ahead at the same time as other people’s plans
had been going ahead, and it i< only a question of get-
ting Estimates as to bringing the school children in-
to these celebrations that we rushed down with the
original plans. The difference in the amount of this
Resolution is largely due to our having accurate fig-
ures now supplied as to what it would cost to give
the school children the sort of treat which it is cus-

_tomary to give to school children on occasions of

this sort, and the cost of a more spectacular show
which it is proposed to give on Thursday afternoon.

As hon. members will see from the notes, the
largest amount of this Resolution is the amount of
$11424 which is the share which Barbados has to
pay for the initial expenditure on Federation. Hon.
members are aware that it was agreed in February
this year that a Commissioner should come down to
examine the whole question of Trade and Tariffs in
order that we may be able at an early date to in-
troduce a Customs Union in the West Indian Colo-
nies. I shall not say anything more today about the
position of this Government than to say that it is in-
conceivable that you can have a Federation without
having a Customs Union. Whatever may have hap-
pened to cause Barbados to be placid about the
postponement of an immediate Customs Union, the
position of the Government remains unchanged ; that
is to say, that it comsiders a Customs Union to be a
necessary concomitant of a plan for Federation. This
Commissioner is coming soon. Already, a very dis-
tinguished person has been appointed as Commis-
sioner and our portion of the expense ‘s $1,752.

The sum of $9,600 takes the place of $1,500
which was not intended to be the complete sum which
we are spending in connection with the Federation
(elebrations, and I am therefore asking the Com:-
wittee to agree to this Resohition for $£22,776 under
these three Heads. If we may be permitted to insert a
new Head in the Estimates, we are inserting this new
Head —Head XVIII, Caribbean Federation—in the
Estimates and these three sub-Heads, all being new,
will appear, namely, Pre-Federal Contribution,
$11,424; Trade and Tariffs Commission, $1,752 and
Federation Celebrations, $9,600. I beg to move that
this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. Dr. H.'G. H. CUMMINS:
that.

Mr. ALI.LDER: Mr, Chairman, the Government
seems not to know what it intends to do in this
matter. T have received a Resolution during the
last week-end; and now that I have come here, I
have been presented with a change in that Resolu-
tion. T have not had any time to study the con-
tents of this Resolution. What I am trying to say
is that this ‘Government should have been able to

1 beg to second
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know how elaborate they intended these celebrativns
to be, so that they could arrive at a definite figure.
In that way, they would not have had to send down
one Resolution containing a certain amount of mouey.
and then when we come here, at the last moment to
present us with a Resolution for a different amoun
of money. I notice that the amount of $9,600 is now
to be spent on the Federation celebrations, whereas
the original figure was $1,500.

i appreciate the expenditure of that sum ana i
will go further and say I regret inasmuch as we haa
spent $30,000 to entertain Frincess Margaret, on
this very unigue occasion in the West Indies which
introduces a new era—Federation of the West In-
dies—that these more elaborate preparations and
decisions were not arrived at in sufficient time to
permit all the sections of the community to pre-
pare themselves for the celebration of such an
cceasion in the manner in which it deserves. 1
would like the Hon., Premier to let us know what
sTe the proposals for the spending of the sum of
$9,600. What are the things you are going to dr
and the things vou are not going to do?

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, if the Gov-
crnment were conscious that criticisms would have
been levelled at them, not only some but all the
pians they have in mind would have lbeen told to this
Committee. When the Hon. Premier got up and
told us that the $1,500 was a token sum and that it
could be amended now to $3,600, one expected that
he would have been ready to put before the Com-
mittee what plans he had for the celebrations. Up
to now he had not spoken of any plans. He says
that it was agreed between the various unit Govern-
ments at the last Conference, which is well over five
-veeks ago, that we should celebrate the day. That
shows that they had this celebration in mind then;
and they knew of the progress of the Bill through
ihe House of Commons, and had an indication of
when the instrument would be signed by Her Maj-
esty the Queen. Even if they did not know the
«xaet date when Her Majesty would sign the instru-
rent, they knew that it was coming. They knew
that the school children would be going on vaeation
at this time, and after they had gone home it would be
aimost an impossible task to get them out under
their teachers. Tt is no use just ’phoning mothers.
That would not lead to the success of any celebra-
iions. Preparations are more important: and to
ask teachers at this stage to summons school children
at the Garrison Savannah is not good enough. 1
do not know what means there are to get them here.
On the last occasion, the occasion of the visit of
Princess Margaret—when they were asked to assem-
ble at the Garrison Savannah, they were given
transport. What form will it take now? What
«ther entertainments have Government in mind? To
my mind, it is so late now that whatever is done is
going to appear a most half-hearted thing. I do
know that some of the firms in Bridgetown will dec-
orate their buildings but others will not. One
vreek is absolutely inadequate to make preparations
for illuminations. TIf we did not have any warning
of what was taking place there might be an excuse;
out there is no excuse for this. When the Hon.
Premier cets np again; I would be erateful if he
would tell ns. apart from the service which i< to take
olace at the Garrison Savannah, what are the other
arrangements. Whoever ic responsible for the ar-
rangemente has fallen down on the ioh. T dn mot
know who it is. but whoever is responsible has fallen
down. There i@ 0 much “we do not know’’, it will

ve 1mpossible for us to celebrate the date in a be-
fitting manner,

Mr. TUDUR: Quite obviously, Mr. Chairmau,
there can be no quarrel with the first part of this
Kesolution. All thei members of this Committee
know that some obligation will have to be met by
this island with respect to the contribution it has
made 1n regard to the federal arrangements which
are to come. Any of us who have been following
the Conference closely would know that we would
be called upon from time to time to meet our share
cf whatever the cost is. It is only with this matter
which arises out of Federation Day Celebrations
which causes some concern and some bewilderment.

I think the Honourable Premier said that tae
school children (at any rate, the elementary school
children) will be taken into account to a large extent.
in the celebrations which will be taking place on
Thursday. I have heard, at least in my own constitu-
ency, that arrangements have been made to summons
school children from their homes to the school to
which they go on that day and to be treated there.
It can scarcely be that such arrangement would be
confined to one or two parishes and would not be of
general application, so I take it that all the elemen-
tary school children are to be brought from: their
homes, or summoned from their homes to their
gchool to partake of the treat which is proposed to
offer them:

According to the latest figures, there are about
25,000 children on the attendance registers in th,

. elementary schools. (¥ course, probably not more
than 22,000 attend school regularly but 25,000 go.
Their mnames are on the books. T am wondering
therefore if, as the Government wants to make us
believe, it has taken into account the large number
of elementary school children who eertainly ought *
ke treated, and if therefore it imagines that the sum
of $9,600 is enough to cover the cost of entertain-
ing possibly 25,000 children; for it is certain Mr.
Chairman, that even those children who have not
been attending school in the last weeks of the term
will, unless they are ill, certainly go out to school
on Thursday if they received a summons from their
respective Head teachers.

I do not think it is so much lack of foresight as
perhaps lack of interest in this matter which has
prompted this carelessness and obvious oversight in
erranging these things properly. No one of course
could have foretold the day when Her Majesty
would have assented to the instrument, at least on
this side of the Atlantic; hut the principle holds
good that as long as you knew evervone of these
territories was looking forward towards the cele-
biration of this dav, it was just a matter of one get-
ting down to business to see that the inhabitants of
the colony celebrate the dav in a befitting manner
and getting together with one another to hammer
out plans and sechemes so that the wanncr in which
one should celebrate the day would bear some rela-
tion to the imvnortamce of jt.

T do not think truthfully to speak, that anythire
that was said or done in the other islands had anv
effect on ns and our nreparations. To that extent
T ecan agree with the Hon. Premier: hot it doex an-
 rear from the prevnarationg eonine on in tha other
Tdlands that thev had thic day lone in mind althonoh
+hev Aid not know the date.

3.45 pm.

There seems to be a thoroughness certainly in
Trinidad and Jamaica which is entirely lacking in
our approach towards it: and furthermore, Mr
Chairman, when you reflect that this celebration to
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lation is 25,000, but the Hon. Premier made the figure
greater; he says that there are 43,000 school children.
I gather that out of that number the hon. member
has got this amount of $2,150 for this purpose, but it
is not sufficient. The hon. member must consider
the cost of the distribution of whatever he intends
the school children to get, and that would reduce the
amount which a child should be given. [ should
like to ask why has the hon. member not stated the
smount to be given to the Parochial Authorities?
What [ am trying to say is that on many occasions,
thie hon. member talks about what is to be given to
the people, and then when yvou go to the varions
parishes and see the distribution, there is confusion
from top to bottom and those whose responsibility
1. is to see that the distribution is made, are met
with a lot of abuse, becanse the people say ‘‘The
CGlovernment gave youn so much and so much to give
us, and where is it?”’ You want to spend a little on
an occasion such as this; vou want to be parsimonious
on this occasion, and then when there iz another
oceasion which is not so important, the hon. member
tries to spend the Treasnry!

4.25 p.m,

The hon. member seems to be thinkmg too litile
of this oecasion; and 1 must say that if you are not
going to do anything in a proper manner you had
better do nothing at all. What is the sense of your
allotting only $75 to St. John? The people are look-
mg for gifts and will be running around looking for
those gifts which will not be given them. As a mat-
ter of fact, some individuals are going to put this
ancount in their pockets and celebrate the occasion
with it along with their friends. The ITon. Premier
should be proud to make an ocecasion like this an
important occasion which not even his greatest op-
ronents should forget. He is talking about giviag
a big parish like St. John only $75 to celebrate the
oceasion. That will only ereate a lot of confusion.

T do not know what kind of advice and what
sort of Committee this Government has to advise
them on this matter. They must be a lot of small
minded, petty thinking people hecause the results
which come from their counsel show that there is
some prejudice or some limitation of thought.

What 1 would suggest if 1 were a member of
Government is (1) that all church bells must be
rung at 12 o’clock (midnight) on Wednesday night
to usher in the day. Another thing which I wounld
ao is to see to it that every possible old person in a
destitute position gets some definite gift from Gov-
ernment—and T do not mean an extra orange or an
extra banana—but some tangible gift whieh that
<ld man or woman on their Almshouse cot could
keep under his or her pillow and wonld be able to
say ‘T have lived to see the day when we have a new
system of Government. in these parts and we, descen
dants of former slaves have been able to run the
West Tndies as we should have been doing long ago.””
We shonld give those old people going around on
crufches something which they ean hold in their
hands so that they can sav ‘‘ves. this it my Govern-
ment  which T have supported for the past ten to
fourteen vears.”” Tt should not he a situation where
some will have to be sitting down watching a few
eniovine  themselves. Tt is so little an  amount
which the Government i providine for these cele-
trations that it is bonnd 1o ereate a certain amount
of dissatisfaction. Thoss neople in the Tnstitntions
ara eaine ta feel that thev are ac mameh ontitled +0
what (overnment i< eivine ac othars hecanse it ic

thace ~annle *vha have eantribnted to the wealth of
the ~olonv.

I feel, Sir, that this sum is not sufficient. Along
with the various things which some hon. members
nave mentioned, I feel that the purchasing of flags
Yor decoration is appropriate. We should hav.
flags representing all the West Indian Colonies. The
Houn. Premier said that they were building a plat-
form to put on the Garrison Savannah. T will not
l¢ surprised if the cost of building that platform
does not take up the whole amount of money voted.

Mr. Chairman, I am not at all satisfied with this
provision which Government has made. It is too
small an amount and because of that it will not briug
about the feeling which an oceasion like this deserves

There is no use my suggesting any change in the
arrangements because this Government is one which
1« not amenable to suggestions, even if they are con-
siructive suggestions and are well meant. What 1
teel, if it were possible, is that a greater provisior
sinould be made so that more people would be prompt--
ed to join in the celebrations so to speak, especially,
ihose who cannot provide such entertainment fo
themselves,

I can see even faults lying in the participation oi
Liocal Government bodies in these celebrations., 1t is
true that there was no certainty as to when Her
Majesty the Queen would assent to the Enabling Bill
to bring about the federal structure; and as such,
those who formulated the idea of Federation, if they
are as much interested in it as they are pretending
to be, should have seen to it that the celebrations
which they hoped to keep would be of such that it
would definitely cause West Indians to be proud.
They would have thought that it might not be neces.
sary to hold celebrations on the exact day that Her
Majesty  the Queen would be assenting to the Eu-
apbling Bill. Why T say that is because there arce
mnany oceasions when we celebrate certain days not
onn the particular date when the partienlar thing
actually happened, but on a day afterwards, Tt is
always taken as understood that such-and-such an
cecasion eame about on a particular date, althougzh
von might not be celebrating the particular occasion
on the exact date. Therefore, there should have heen
the possihility if you do not have time enough te
prepare vour celebrations for this particular occasion
to hold them some days afterwards. Certainly it
Adoes not matter. The idea behind the celebrations
wonld be understood even though they would not fail
on the partienlar day. To do it in this haphazard
manner wonld ageravate the situation, and thines
wonld not be done in the manner in which they
should he done.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I am going to
ask (overnment again if they say that the Church-
wardens of the varions parishes received from the
(fovernment a letter in respect of the concise state-
nient which the Premier has stated. T think I have
snswered it for them. They have not. During the
interval, T took occasion to phone Mr. Brandtord,
who is Churchwarden of Christ Church and who, T
know, was making preparations for some celebrations.
at the Christ Chureh Almshouse. He told me that
he has not received any notification frem the Gov-
ernment of a gift for that purpose; therefore T taxe
it that that gift has not been sent; or if it has beon
sent, it is on its way now. Knowing the urgency of
this matter, there is no time for writing letters; there
shonld be telephone messages that should be sent:
and T am goine to sax to the Government that the
Hon. Premier should ask one of his Ministers to leave
his chair and oo to the telephone and direct someone
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of a “‘bun and mauby’’

to go and telephone the Churchwardens of the various
parishes and tell them what they can expect.
4.45 p.m.

But I am only making clear the lack of prepara-
tion that has so far been made. When you are mak-
ing gifts of this nature to the various almshouses or
to the Parochial authorities for that purpose, I agree
with the honourable senior member for St. John it
should be on a population basis. If you are going
to have fireworks, have a good display or nothing at
all, but $75 to have a firework display and food for
the immates would be inadequate. You should work
it on some other basis. Seventy-five dollars would
only make a small show because every parish should
have a celebration and a similar one: but there
should be a minimum. Now to get back to the church
services, that is the best form of thanks-giving; 1l
is a very memorable day in the lives of all West
Indians. This is an occasion when special stamps are
struck. I am not saying it could be done overnight:
but I am sure when it comes into being, new stamps,
new coins—and when I say coins I mean you
should strike a certain number of them-—and new
medals should be struck. They should have takea
this opportunity of letting the people know what
Federation should mean to them. So far we have
told them very little indeed; no political party has
told them anything at all. This should have been
the occasion, and it should not be a party matter;
no party business should have been brought in. A
Committee should have been formed here in Bar-
bados and this is what we have to say. If you had
told us two weeks ago you were forming a Com-
mittee and had asked me to appoint someone from
our party to sit on your Committee, it would be
on a broader basis and we would not have been dis-
cussing this matter in this light today. I will again
reiterate they have fallen down somewhere and I
regret it because I do not wish the other West In-
dians islands to feel that we are not particularly
interested in Federation; that is not so. We are
going forward and it is not too late to instruct_the
Churchwardens of each parish what to expect. Ask
someone to instruct the Churches to give a memorial
service [A VOICE: Memorial?] a Thanksgiving ser
vice on that day. Do not catch at a word?

Mr. ALLDER: I am asking the Committee’s
permission to correct a mistake which I made when
making my speech. I was trying to point out the
cost at fifteen cents of 43,000 children and I said the
amount was $2,150. Instead, the amount should have
been $6,450.000. I just wanted to correct the
amount.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, it matters mot
what is said by the Government or what anybody is
prepared to say or even feel, but $9,600 divided
among the eleven parishes is certainly inadequate
for an occasion like this. It is unfortunate because
1 can appreciate Government would have to rely on
the Committee which was selected to handle the
planning for this cccasion; but the grave and major
mistake was the selection of that Committee. Some
of them are possibly great men in their respective
fields, but there are totally unaware and incapable
of feeling the significance of Federation to the West
Indian and particularly to the Barbadian—to say
nothing of what we owe to our forebears and who
saw and felt the need for Federation and the society
which we are planning. It is for these reasons that
T believe the Government should have exercised
more partieular care in the selection of a Committee
which is expected to plan for this affair. T ask you,
Qir, to examine the old hackneyed, worn-out tech-
nique in celebration for children in schools todav
: and T think a simple coin
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as referred to by the Hon. Leader of the Opposition
or some other coins would have a real bearing to
the sigmificance and importance of the day to Bar-
badians in particular and West Indians as a whole.
It is very unfortunate: and what 1 must say is thai
Government is always bound to the experts of th-
various committees on these occasions, and unfor-
tunately the men selected to handle the planning
were incapable totally of feeling what Federation
would mean, and for that reason the whole idea
was thrown out of focus. It is very unfortunate,
and 1 believe the responsible members of Govern
ment as time goes om will have reasons to Tegret
what is an unfortunate episode in the history i
the island.

Mr. Chairman, I feel it, I believe, as much as
any other member of this Chamber, and I feel this
is something you owe to the people, this is not a
casual change by an improved constitution or what
vou have from time to time, but a hope and salvation
by this Federation of the people of this area which
tas brought to them the relief they deserve. It is
unfortunate, and I say with some measure of feeling
and grief that the Committee selected to plan this
have the feeling and know the significance of Federa-
tion to Barbados particularly.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: 'The hon. membder has
told us that the Committee was ineapable of plan-
ning celebration on Federation Day. Omne hon.
member said the members of the Committee ware
an incompetent lot who could not think of what to

do. I am sorry he sat down so soon, but he may
have left his extra handkerchief at home. 1 am really
scrry because he could have struck a pethetic nole
today. I am referring to the senior pertner of
Miller Bros. and his fantastic tales in cofsidering
a quarter million people; and according to the hon
senior member for St. John who said that the peopie
should have something more tangible than an orange
to put under their pillow. . . .

Mr. ALLDER: On a point of order. When I re
ferred to putting an orange under the pillow, 1
meant they should have been given an opportunity
of putting something more tangible. They should be
given something by Government for them to keep
as a token of an important epoch in the history of
their race.

Hon. G. 1. ADAMS: If th: hon. member. is
referring to something more tangible than an orange
he means something to put under their bed. I have
often thought of the hon. junior member for Chris.
Church as being what you might call, above the
pulitical gutter. Once or twice he has shown he is
not, and this afternoon is an occasion. Whenever 1
say anything about fireworks, and $75 is too Dittlef
He must look rather to his immediate right or per
haps I should say to his immediate right but one,
rather than to the hon. senior member for St. John 1
he wants to follow anybody in Oppos1t10n tacties. ITho
wl.ole idea through the eolonies is that people shouid
Lhave a chance through % Bank Holiday of enjoying
themselves, taking care that they celebrate the com-
ing, and it is only the beginning of the coming, be-
.ause the constitution is still to be drafted but this
is only making it impossible for anybody to back
out; that is all the Bill means.

4.565 pm.

Tt is true that we have agreed generally to
what the Constitution is to be, but some of the
Constitution has to be amended if we are selecting
the Federal Site. Of the hon. junior member for
Christ Church, it used to be thought that he had
Yrought back into the House something of the ig-
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nity of criticism without abuse, and when every
PBarbadian is fighting as hard as he can to get ihe
Federal Capital here, how could any human being
‘n the West Indies assume that we are not interested
in Federation? [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: It is tae
people outside]. Some of the people outside are as
clever as Barbadians are, but they are not so foolish.
How can the people here be disinterested in Federa-
tion when they are telling the world that Bar: ades
is the place for the Federal Capital? So much for that
argument,

Everybody is being given a chance by the pro-
clamation of a Bank Holiday to celebrate the Federa-
tion, and in a Christian community it is the most
natural thing in the world that you should make tais
day a day of Thanksgiving. You have Governmental
appreciation of what the community should do, and
ilaving got that, you say to people: ‘‘This day is a
Bank Holiday; celebrate it, be free from your
lahours aud have a good time.’” For those people, like
the inmates of the Almshouses, who are unable to
spend any money in celebrating this day, you natur
elly give them a treat so that they will remember tae
cecasion, such as Emancipation Day, Coronation Day,
Fmpire Day or whatever you likc. We have done
that, and we have done what this community or any
other community would do on an oceasion of this sort.

The Coronation celebrations admit of more page-
antry than any other celebrations, and therefore ycu
would not expect that the celebrations of the Feder
ation of the West Indies would be on quite such an
elaborate seale [Mr. TUDOR: why not?] Whatever
may be one’s views of celebrating this occasion or that
oceasion, T am merely saying that these things hap-
pen. You celebrate Waterloo Day just in a mild
way; vou make the British feel that although we are
celebrating, yet the occasion is not as important as
the celebrations of the Coronation of a Queen or of a
King: ‘Whatever one may say, comparative values
Temain.

‘We are saying what is reasonable to be done on
an occasion like this. What is happening is that thie
Queen will be signing the Bill establishing the Fed-
cration whereby—I need mnot cail any names—uo
West Indian Colony can now back down. The Cele-
bration Day is properly the 23rd February next year,
Lut we feel that there should be some sort of cele-
bration this year. As between the date on which
the Constitution was enacted or re-enacted in the
various Colonies, and the date on which the enabling
Bill is assented to, we should choose as being mose
-mportant, the date on which the enabling Bill re-
ceives the assent of Her Majesty the Queen. T repeat
that no Colony is going to have anything more spec-
incular or anything better than in Barbados, or bet-
ter than what Barbados is doing. It was not unnatur-
ally felt that the religious aspect of this matter
ter should be predominant, and therefore every Col-
ony would have a religious Service of some sort it
being left to the separate Colonies to work that out.
Although you have a Protestant community in Bar-
bados, a Roman Catholic community in St. Liucia and
so on, we did not think it was right that we should
attempt to have a sort of uniform method of ce’ebra-
tion where the Churches were concerned. I can only
give the information which has been given to me a-
recently as yesterday afternoon. [Mr. E. D. MOTT.
LEY : Given by whom?] The hon. junior member for
St. Lmey has a crude, offensive style of pointing at
reople; he points at you, Mr. Chairman, and there-
fore he will point at anybody.

Mr. TUDOR: I point so as to distinguish him
hecanse he is not distingnished otherwise.

sr. B, D, MOTTLEY : 1 am not masmg auny
staiements which L want to take back; L am telling
tiie hon. member that if he can produce proof as to
what he has said, 1 will resign my seat in this House
of Assemply to-morrow. I am telling the hon. memcer

this now; 1 took the opportunity ot making the posi--

tion sure by asking the Minister of Keligion in ncie
whether he has received any information about this
piatter. I felt that it would have been the attitude
of the Government to confer with the Ministers ot
the various Churches in connection with conducting
Services on this day; I would like to see everybody
gving to a place of worship on this day to rejoice on.
this most auspicious occasion. I say that no mentien
was made of this matter to one Minister of any
Church in this Island, and for the Hon. Premier wo-
say that he had been told something as recently as
vesterday afternoon, and refuses to say who gave
bim the information, is not playing the game. Not
one soul has been told anything about this matter. I
am suggesting that it is not too late to request that
these Services be held; the best way of celebrating
this occasion, is by conducting relizgious services,.
and up to now they have not done anything about
it. Let the Hon. Premier ask the members of his
cwn Party in this Chamber whether they have heard
anything about this matter; I repeat: I have asked
tke Minister of Religion in here about the matter,
and he has not received any information about it at
wl. Somebody has let down the Hon. Premier so as
tc make it appear that, from the way in which ne
nas approached these Flederation celebrations, they
have not got the interest in Federation which the-
should have or intended to have. We are not saying
s0; that is what is said by people outside. From %he
things which they on that side have done two days:
tefore the celebrations, it would appear to people
outside that they are not as interested in Federation
as thev should be,

The persons who do not want to have anything
to do with the Churches are the atheists: only sush
veople want to go to the Garrison. That is a fact.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I would like to
know what part of my speech was abusive. I eriti-
cise the Government for what T consider to be inade-
cuate measures being taken for the celebration of the

Federation. I do not know the occasion on whick
[ have been abusive.’
505 p.m.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: 1 was really speaking
generally. I do not know of one occasion on which
the hon. member has abused anybody; I was speas-
iug in general terms and referring to the members
cf the Opposition substituting abuse for criticism.
So far as I know, the hon. member has not abused
anybody in the general sense of the word ‘‘abuse.”

I said that I was glad when he came into this
House that the Opposition’s approach of opposing
the Government was not that of descending to abuse.
1f 1 have given the slightest impression of abusing
the Hon. Leader of the Opposition by what I have
said, T eompletely withdraw any phrase to that effcct.
i.et me sayv that if the Governmen?{ took some state-
ments of the Opposition seriously, members of the
Government would get as indignant as members of
the Opposition appear to be because we do not think
they are indignant on occasions when they flare up

Do some members of the Opposition think that
the Government on occasion of this sort, which is 1
admit very important, would not think of everything,
vrould not think of making this occasion as public as
possible? We went so far as to calculate all the
things we could do. We did not know if we could
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get fireworks, I am speaking of the $1,500.
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1f we
could get fireworks, it would be more than that. 1
can only say in repetition my informiation is that the
usual practice which obtains on official occasions of
this sort has been followed. We really have not

sacked the Church of the New (Creation of which the

hon. junior member for St. Lucy is & distinguished

«rirament as to whether he is going to hold a Service.

Mr. TUDOR: Why. Mr. Chairman, is the hon.
member referring to me? 1 am no atheist as he is.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: We have asked Christian
Churches, not semi-political tabernacles, I am in-
structed officially that the usual practice of dropping
hints that we intend to do so-and-so, provided the
money is passed, have been sent out. As to the
notification of the churches about this celebration,
‘the heads of these churches have been approached and
they have assured the Governor that in addition to the
eight o’clock service at the Garrison, they are going 10
.{1ave services 1n their several churches and chapels.
I took pains to correct myself of what I said at first
that every Church had promised to do it. I cor-
rected myself by saying that the majority of the
-churches and chapels had promised to do it. I usad
that expression.

‘When the hon. senior member for the City talks

-of schoolmasters, it is no compliment that some of

us have been asked to appear at the Schools in the
narish we represent. Of course, schoolmasters are
supposed to tell children what Federation means;
vut I hope schoolmasters everywhere would ask some
1epresentative, provided he understands the meaning

-of Federation, to say something about it (or perhaps

if he does not know very much about it he can give
-a little study to it). I do not know that some mem-
lers of the Government Party. have been asked to
speak at schools by some schoolmasters; and 1 take
it that other schoolmasters will in the course of time,
if they have not done it already. asic other hon. mem-
ters to come down on Flederation Day and talk to the
children. TA VOICE: They should.] The Govern-
ment should not make it a party issue. What party
Jssue is the hon. member talking about?

The Government went so far as to say that the

‘Other Place should remain sitting so as to pass this

Resolution to-day, but anticipating that we would
‘ot a lot of froth, we told them to meet to-morrow.
ATl these things have been gone into. There was an
-absolutely thorough investization of what we should
-do and at the same time that we should do it in a
ronstitutional way. The only risk we took Fefore in-
forming this House was in the ordering of flags.
‘We said that if this House did not agree to the pav-
ment for the flags members of the Executive Commit-
iee will have to pav for them. We said that we were
coming down for $100 for flags and we put throuch
the order for them then so as to get them in time with
the fnll risk that we would have to pay for them if
the Hovse did not aoree to it. becanse we knew we
could not nut throngh the order untii the monev was
vaseed hv this Honse. However. we do mot thiak
amvbody would reallv obiset o the monev for the

Haee

To say that we did not think of this, that and the
cther is sheer nonsense. The hon. junior member for
"Si. Lmey talks of treating 95.000 school children and
only 5,000 will he treated. That is sheer nonsense

“We are following the traditional method of oivine

school children a treat. What iz wrone with followv.
ino the traditional method and not doine Yess than
what we should do?

T hope what T am savine now will not be taken
-In the wrong licht. T would say that on the 23rd

2¥'ebruary next vear—the anniversary of the coming

into being of Federation—there should be a real lct-
ting go of yourself, so to speak, more so than the
celebration of the day when Her Majesty the Queen
assents to the Enabling Bill. The real date that West
Indians should celebrate is the day when you got the
West Indian leaders to agree, and not a formal rou-
tine attachment of Her Majesty’s signature to the
Enabling Bill.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Chairman, the Hon.
Fremier has really answered the question I asked him
hut he is really under the misapprehension that I
have actually criticised him for not remembering to
do something. We are saying that something has
gone wrong with the preparations. That is all we
Lave said. The Hon. Premier hag got up and said
that the procedure which Government has thought of
mainly is to celebrate the day with a religious Service
and that seems to be the right way. We sav- ‘“Yes,
we agree.”” What we said was that you said that all
the churches were notified; but although you have
said so, T challenge vou to say that that has been done.
The Hon. Premier said that he has been informed
that that has been done. T challenge him and sav
that this is not a statement of fact: not that he has
not been informed but the nerson who informed him
that they have done something, has not spoken the
vuth.

5.10 p.m.

1t he says he has not been informed that couid
be a statement ot fact but it the person informed bauc
tiey did something that is not a a statement of faci
ivecause 1t has not been dome. We agree that tne
best form of recognising this day in Barbados like in
rhe other islands would be to have religious services,
and we agree to that; bur you should have services
nct only in the established churches but in all the
other churches, because they are churches also. But
what I am saying is that not one notice has appeared
in the Advocate nor has it been advertised over Re-
oiffusion ; and no notice has been sent to the Ministers
of Religion asking them to celebrate this day in the
fashion you are suggesting it should Le celebrated.
If you can prove to me this information I have given
1s wrong I will resign. I ask you if you have asked
the Chaplain of this House. I am telling the hon.
riember it should take the first and foremost place
in your island. Ask the hon. member for St. James
il he has been informed and he will say ‘‘no’’. Go
and phone and find out if they have been informed.
I have asked you this question and you have hedged
sli round in a circle and have not answered. We ask
vou further who comprise the Committee. 1 agree
with the hon. junior member for St. George and I will
say this: he has the ability to orgamise. Fool not
yourself that this is not a very important day to the
people of this colony : you must therefore rope every-
tcdy in. I take it if the member for St. George was on
the Committee—it is not a question of spending
money, it is a question of organising. That is one
voint not answered yet, and no attempt has heen made
*o answer it. You say you got the information that
these relirious denominations were notified. This is
the first wav of recoenisine this day. »nt T repeat 1
would have been the first to give the necessary as-
cistance to see evervbody went to the churches to
vraise God that we have come such a long way, but
tke Premior has said that he has been informed that
the people were motified. Notified by whom? The
Hoeuse has been informed and the House has been
informed +hat von have been informed and no one
Minister can say by whom vou have been informed!
Since T have been asking. T have heard that Mr. Wiles

' charee and that the parish Reectors have
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Lkeen notified, but I am saying everybody else
ghould be notified. Phone the Minister of the
Pilgrim Holiness; that is a big gathering and when
Brother Wickham starts in Carrington Village you
are bringing in a lot of people. But you are
carrying the people to the Garrison who are atheists
and people who do not want to go into a ¢hurch.
I am telling you that they are strong atheists who
when the Bishop wish them a happy holiday an:i
God’s blessing, say I wish the happy holiday but i
de not want your wish of God’s blessing. T'hat is tne
gort of thing you have. I challeage you to get up
and make me out to be lying. I agree with 1he hon.
junior member for Christ Churck. If on Thursday
morning you start off getting the fireworks and treat-
ir.g school children, we criticise you by saying: that
you got the information on Thursday and on Friday
yvou sent out letters to their school masters, some
of whom got them last Friday after the schouls
¢losed which is all well and good and we agree with
you for doing that): but we criticise you because
vou knew when wveou came back that these celebra-
tions would take place; and if you had a forcible
strong farseeing Committee you would have better
plans. I agree with the hon. member who said the
enildren should be given some sort of emblem whizh
they could keep to show to posterity. After the
1014 War some token for four million returned
<cldiers was given to show whether vou eame back
—even with one lee. This is a dav most important
in the lives of West Indians in the last 300 vears,
and T sav if vou had people like the hon. jumor
riember for St. George on your Committee, he
weuld have realised this. He can still think some.
times although he would not join the right ranks.
An emblem should be kept to show, say, that T was
a schoolbov on that dav. We ecriticise vou for thai.
and that i the criticism you must expeet from the
Orrosition. Whenever we see comething abont which
te. eriticise, it is our duty to do that. Havine failed
te do that. vou should have sent to the varions par-
‘shee savine that vou would give some assistance with
ireating the old people that they too might appreci-
ate this day. Since I have been talking the hon.
junior member for Christ Church has gone and tele-
vhoned and not one authority in the parish has been
notified. If they have not been notified, and tomor-
Tow is Wednesday, how are they going to get the
mnformation? Every human being in this country
except those who are atheists associated with Gov-
ernment would feel the appropriate way of celebrat-
mg this day would be with religious services whether
at Anglican, Roman Catholic or other churches, but
the Premier can come in here one day before the
celebrations and tell us he has been informed only
vesterday evening that these instructions have gone
out. I say that if you had notified the Ministers
of the various parishes that there would be a service
at 11 o’clock on Thursday, I am sure the Ministers
would have announced it in Church on Sunday;
but the Premier says today that he has information
‘ t]}at such requests have been sent cut! I am telling
}c}m no information has gome out, and I challenge
him to deny it. You are not late; there is stiil time
and I appeal to you to put a stop press in the Advo-
cate,_ ask them to do it and appeal to them through
Rediffusion, and I am sure the Ministers of Religion
would not feel disappointed if you sent to them now.
You can also get it over Rediffusion and I urge
sou to send to the Rectors and Superintendents in
charge of the other branches.

5.25 pm.

I say this: if you fail to have this oecasion ob-
served in all the Churches Chapels and Meeting
iwoms of this Island, you are failing to see that the
occasion is observed, and you are not doing your
duty to posterity, to this community or to yourseif.
‘eli us now who gave you that information; you
may laugh or sneer or do what you like, but the
statement which you made in here is untrue and
anfounded, unless you can say whence you got
that information. Get up and say that the person
in charge of the Roman Catholic Church or the
person in charge of the Methodist Church has given
vou that information. I am at one with you that
the Federation should be celebrated in this way.

As to the method of treating the school children,
1 do not believe that you can spend a tremendous
ict of money. It would mean much to the men and
women of tomorrow for them to be able to say at
whut age they were when there was the assent of
Jler Majesty the Queen to the Bilt establishing the
frederation, They on that side would be able to say:
“-When the Hon. Premier was running the Country,
we were able to do this,”” but they did not think £
that. T say now: let them get on to Mr. Wiles or
whoever is responsible in the matter, and let it
e said that it is the wish of the Government that
the Ministers of the various denominations in this

igland bring their flock together and celebrate this

vicasion with thanksgiving.

Hon. (+. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, if T live
‘o be as old as Methuselah, I will not be bullied into
¢oming in here and saying that Mr. So-and-So gave
.ie  information. The appropriate (Government
Official cave me some information as to the position
and to what T could say in the House tomorrow. [A
MEMBER: Write that down]. And the honour-
able member can also check up with the Reporter
when he is finished. T am not saying that Mr. So
and Yo told me so and so. The appropriate Gov-
crnment Official has given me the information that
jn addition to the Service which is to take place at
the Garrison Savannah arrangements are being
rsade for Churches and Chapels to have services at
11 o’clock. The Government cannot force the
Churches to do anvthing; you can only ask them to
do such and such a thine.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: It is not fair to say that
the Government cannot force the Church to do any-
thing; you ean ask them to co-operate. All we are
s2ying is that Authority has misled the Hon. Pre-
mier. If that Authority has told you so——

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is mal-
irg a speech.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY :
make ?

Hon. G. H. ADAMS:
sneaking.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLLEY: I thought the hon
wmember had sat down, but do not let the Chairman
tell me that T am making a speech.

Mr. CHATRMAN: The hon.
take his seat.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: If a Government Officied
makes a statement to me as to what is to be said in
here, T am not questioning his veracity. Nobody can
bally the Church any more than the Government can
tully anybody who is the Chairman of a Hurricane
Committee when a hurricane comes. On an occasion
of this sort, you can ask people to have religious
services and there are some organisations or organ-
jsed Churches as distinet from the corner Taber-
nacles. TMr. TUDOR: That worries you.l Tt wor-
ries me to think that a lot of hypocrisy can be prac-

‘What I am entitled to

I have not yet finished

member must

A
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m~ ticed In these religious organisations, just as there

are people who like to stir up strife, including strif-
at ‘Glendairy Prison. The Government is not asleeg,
and if anything worries me, I will say that it worries
me. It worries anybody who cares for law and order
to see that you have the beginning of the Jagan
methods or movement encroaching into law and
order; and religion is a good cloak for such a
thing.

I have got these facts; I, personally, have not
becn asked to go to the schools, but must hon. mewn-
ters say that it is not true if I get up here and said
that Schoolmasters are being asked to see about
these things? Similarly, if I am told that the Churecb-
es are having services at 11 o’clock, the fact that
snmebody has not heard about it does not prove that
the statement given to me is not true. It may be
that some Ministers of religion have mnot got their
mnvitation yet; but why should the hon. member
make all this hullabaloo because some Clergymen
may not have been told by the Heads of thwi.
religious community that they are expected to have
services at 11 o’clock? When the hon. member
uses that as an argument for saying that I have been
told scmething untrue, I do not accept that. It maj
be well that some clergymen have not been told ahout
the matter, but others have been told about it.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The Hon. Premier has
2 nice way of twisting things. We are agreed on
every point except the religious way of celebratiag
the Federation on Thursday. I am granting him
this, that the Government of this Country has actu.
ally written letters to Schoolmasters asking them tn
do certain things, but what T am still saying is thuw,
and let the hon. member deny i%; the appropriate
Government Authority has been misleading the hon.
member. If the Hon. Premier is saying that scme
particular Ministers have been informed—well, I
am making a broad statement; I will say that it is
not only Ministers of the Anglican persuasion, but
Ministers of other religious persuasions have not
been told one word.

5.35 p.m.

The Hon. Premier took refuge by saying that
they have mnot yet been told. If they have not yet
been told, how are they going to tell their congreya
tion? The Hon. Premier said that Government got the
information on Thursday last. Let me repeat that 1
have never seen the name of one member of the Com-
mittee mentioned except the name of Mr. Wiles whom
the Advocate newspaper stated would be responsible
for the preparation of the celebrations. If nothing
has been said to the religious community, when and
how do you expect them to celebratet? As far as hon-
ourable members on this side are concerned, we are
saying that it is a misleading statement to him when
he was told that those people have been notified. We
are not saying that what he says is misleading; inat
would be incorrect. What we did tell the Hon. Pre-
mier is this, and we are bearing it out with facts.

. Hon. G. H. ADAMS: If the honourable member
will give way, I would like to say that I will not
only enquire into the matter but I will report this
particular Officer has told you that all arrangements
Governor if he has misled us. I do not think that will
arise but T give that definite assurance to the honour-
able member. I am referring to the particular officer
saying something is a fact and which was not a fact.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : T do not want you to do
that at all. Do this. Find out if what I am saying
is correct. You are not questioning his veracity. The
partienlar Officer has told you that all arrangements
are made with all the various heads of the religious
[Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Not all]
Which then? The Anglican or the Moravian? T am

telling you that not only some of the Anglicans but the
Moravians and some or the Metnodist nave not been
notified. We are not dealing with those Ministers
who are taking part in the service at the Garrison
Savannah. Those Ministers have been asked. We are
deaiing with those who should be asked to hold
I'hanksgiving Services at 11 o’clock in their churches.
We are not dealing with those in St. Michael; we are
dealing with those in, say, St. Joseph, St. Andrew
and St. Peter. We are saying that none of those
people have been asked. He 1s saying that the officer
in charge said that they have been told. Will you find
find out? In fairness, what you should do is to asik
kis Lordship tke Bishop to notify all the Rectors.
1 am going to say again that no such step was taken.

Mr. CRAWFOQORD: Mr. Chairman, I shall like
permission to endeavour to direct the intention of
the Committee to the issue before us in 2 more com-
prehensive manner. I agree most wholeheartedly that
it is important that the Churches should be asked to
participate in the celebrations and invoke the bless-
mg of God Almighty on the inauguration of Federa-
tion on Thursday; but apparently, in the minds of
Lonourable members, that is the beginning and the
end in their opinon of the form this celebration should
take.

Last Tuesday, the 24th July, this Resolution was
given notice of in the Assembly by the honourable
genior member for St. Joseph, and it asked for the
sum of $1,500 for the celebrations to take place on
IPederation Day. The four Ministers of the Govern-
ment and the Hon. Premier sat on the Executive
Committee and similarly decided that to celebrats
the inauguration of Federation in the West
Indies the sum of $1,500 was sufficient to be
expended in Barbados and they propoesd to expend
it in Barbados by treating inmates of the Alms
houses. Have you heard anything more ludie.ous
in all your lives? The Resolution when brougin: to
ithe House only asked for $1,500. That is all. Tiose
intelligent Ministers on that side of the Table rapre
senting Barbadian pubklic opinivn, representing o
nation on the verge of self-government, think tnat
to celebrate the day rightly is to spend $1.50}
treating people in the Almshouses who are dying or
who will soon be dead and to whom Federativn hse
no significance at ali.

Now, I say, Mr. Chairman, we should hang our
heads in shame at the state of affairs in Barbados.
We should be ashamed to think that we have people
of such mentality at the head of affairs. I suppose
that they read in the newspapers, like everybody else,
what Jamaica and the other islands are doing; and
the idea that something should be done about the
school children then crept into their minds. After
all, the school children are the coming generation. It
is to them that federation should make an appeal.
Tt is they who have to work it. Federation would be
a far more interesting factor in their generation than
ip ours. After hearing and reading what those islands
are doing, our Ministers suddenly decided to increase
the vote to $9,000 odd. They say that $6,000 would
be spent in giving a sweet drink and a bun to the
school children. That is the extent of their imagina-
tion and it represents what federation means to them.
To get a sweet drink factory in which the Government
must have had shares (because every now and iher
it spends thousands of dollars buying Spur Cola or
a Canada Dry drink to give school children) is the
extent of their imagination of what federation means
to them. <

545 p.m. '
As a matter of fact, every time there is a cele-
bLration like this, all the Government can do is to
give Coco-Cola money; even for this, only Coca-
colas have been ordered; so T have come to the con-
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ciusion that the Coca-Cola Factory has been natioun-
alised and the Government has snares in it. That
s the extent of their imagination, a bun and a Coca-
Cola tor school children. We nave been lLiving in
the West Lndies for years and have seen Kmpire Day
ceiebrated on a most lavish scale. For years tae
mperial Government saw fit to impress upon the
niinds of the youths of the British Caribbean the
importance of Empire Day with extravagant qund-
g in the British Caribbean and the British Empire:
row, the leaders of the West Indies who are on the
verge of governing themselves, with their petty
winds can only give the inmates of the almshouses
& small treat. It is not surprising, Mr. Chairman,
tpat, as 1 am told, the Premier said in his speech
that Coronation Day is of greater importance or
calls for a greater celebration than Emanelpatlon
Dey or Federation Day. T am not surprised because
he has not emancipated. He still has j;he slavisb
mentality of the old Colonial who believes that
Oreat Britain is the beginning and end of his exist-
cace, and cannot begin to appreciate what it meaas
to have a chance of governing yourself. Can you
imagine any African Leader like Nkrumah or Asa-
kini getting up in an African Legisiature anq telling
.other colonials like themselves that Coronation Day
is of more significance or is deserving of more ex-
travagance in celebrating than Tederation Day?
“ihat is one of the reasons why the British Govern-
ment asked him to go to the United Nakions and
try to paint a picture of the Colonial Empu:e en-
tirely different from what it was, because he is the
enly colonial who would do it; and we ought to be
ashamed in Barbados in 1956 under hig leaders.hlp
{Lappily growing to a close), to find 'ourselves. think-
ing in terms of celebrating Federation Day in this
manner. As far as I am concerned, I think 1t is an
absolute waste of money to give these children a
tun and Coca-Cola. It means nothing at all to
them ; they go in the broiling hot sun at the utmost
inconvenience for this stupidness of sharing out and
then going back home. I would prefer to see the
meoney spent in & more tangible manner. You_ can-
net inagine this is the same Government that picked
up $75,000 and spent it on the Coronation not so
long ago. Last year when a relative of the Queen
came here, we spent $30,000 on her; and $1,500 is
scfficient in their minds to be spent on Federation
Day! Have you ever seen, Mr. Chairman, such slav-
ish subservience such as this exhibited by a people
approaching nationhood as demonstrated by what
18 proposed to be done here today and what was
done in the past to which T have made reference?
€'an you conceive of it being possible, Mr. Chairman?
At the time of the Coronation and at the time of the
visit of Princess Magaret, the sums of money spent
tken amounting to over $100,000 would have been
hetter spent in some monument to commemorate
that would have been of lasting utility to the meople
«f Barbados; and T am absolutely opposed to throw-
ing away $7,000 today in this fashion and in this
ranner. I would not object to $70,000 for Federa-
tion if spent in some practical and advantageous
manner. Are the children of this country not worth
110re than buns and Coca-Cola? They want more
«Gucational facilities. The $7,000 they are going to
spend on this, if voted every year over a number of
years. would give us our T.B. Sanitorium. We are
nn Jonger celebrating Emvire Dav. and if we are
it should stop. Empire Day should mean nothing
‘at all to us approaching self-povernment: and anv
expenditnre ocenrring in the past under Emvire Dav
‘Ceiebrations should more proverly now be added to

what we wouid spend to celebrate Flederation Day, “%

and these two amounts should be spent 1n a maun r
«f some lasting benefit to the community. 1 am
awazed that hon. members should spend the whole
afternoon debating whether churches have been asked
to join in celebrating the day. I am not 1or a
rioment underestimating or decrying the idea, Mir.
Chairman, of having some form of religious worship
on the day in question, but, after all, church services
is not the beginning and end of everything: and
hon. members should not by their vote go on w
condone this extravagant waste of public funds in
this manner whenever there is a: occasion of tais
#ort or some other occasion. I am not voting for
ihe $6,000 for Coca-Colas and buns for school chil-
dien, because it means nothing at all to them and
is a sheer waste of public funds, snd a matter for
the puny minds of the members on the Other Side
of the Table who cannot rise above this sugar-and-
water business whenever we have to celebrate an
crcasion. [A VOICE: What else would you give
them?] If the Minister of Sociai Services was
minding his business there would not have been the
riot at Glendairy. There has been none before, but
he is more interested in ‘‘Dodds’’ and ‘‘Dodds boys."’
The members of this Committee, Sir, should express
their down right opposition to the manner in which
we are going to officially celebrate Federation Day.
I should like to see this country voting a proper sum
of money for something worthwhile — something
that will be of significance to the present generation
and to — future generations—something that couid
be seen by generations to come as having teen put
there by the Government in power in the inaueura-
tfon of West Indian Tederation and to which we
could point with eves with pride with the Federal
Grovernment in the days to come adding more impor-
tance and political significance to the people of the
British West Indies.

6.55 p.m.

This effort is entirely unworthy of people who
are approaching self-government; if thiz is all they
‘can have, then this ecolony is neither fit nor ripe for
self-government. We should be the darkest and most
backward colonials in history. To begin with, if we
cannot appreciate the difference between the impor-
tance of Federation and the relative unimportance
of occasions like the Coronation and the visit of
Royalty, then T say we deserve to have the most
reactionary form of Crown Colony Government; we
have no right asking for or expecting to be given, a
greater say in the direction of our own affairs.

The Hon. Premier has his mind’s eye on the Fed-
eral Parliament, but for what reason? To make the
Federation and the West Indian nation the laughing-
stock of the world? Do you think that in Nigeria or
the Gold Coast where self-government has just been
given, they would celebrate the occasion in the manner
in which we are going to celebrate this ocecasion in
Barbados ? Do you think that anybody else is so dead
or so oblivious of what it means, as to think in terms
of celebrating the inauguration of political autonomy
in the manner in which it is suggesed by this Gover-
ment, and in which we are being asked to celebrate
it today? Certainly, the people outside must, and
will marvel at our aspirations to self-government and
what not, when our approach to it is in this un-
enlightened and reactionary manmer. It is a matter
of the utmost regret that the Government of Barba-
dos which feels that it may on one day give the
lead to the rest of the West Indies, should fail so
lamentably on this oeccasion.

The question that this Resolution do mow pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative,

*
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A dwvision was taken as follows:

Ayes: Hon. G. H. Apams, Hon. Dr. H. G. 1L
CummINs, Hon. C .E. Tarnma, Hon. M. B. Cox, Mrs.
BourNB, Messrs. HoLbEr, VaueHAN, MILLER,
BrANCKER, ALLDER, HavnNEs; E. K. Warcorr and
GoppARD.—13.

Noes: Messrs. Tupor and CRAWFORD—2.

The Resolution was then passed.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move,
Mr. Chairman, that you do now report progress and
ask for leave for the Committee to sit again.

Hon. M. E. COX. I beg to second that.

The motion was put and agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKEE
resumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr, H. G. H. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker, I beg
to move that this House do now adjourn for half an
hour.”

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question that this House do now adjourn for
half an hour was put and resolved in the affirmative
without diviston, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the
House accordingly.

6.05 p.m.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

On re-assembling ;

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment, the House
was in Committee of Supply.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
resumed Commattee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being
in the Chair.

Loan to Elementary Teachers Association

Hon. G. H .ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I gropose
to deal with the second of the Resolutions of whicl
notice was given today and of which we have asked
leave to proceed.

Mr. Chairman, this Resolution for the sum of
$5,760 is for the purpose of making loans to six dele-
gates and eighteen observers of the Barbados Elemen-
tary Teachers’ Association to assist them to meet ex-
penses of attending the Conference of the Carib-
bean Union of Teachers which will be held in a
short time—I believe next week.

The teachers of the Caribbean area have got
together to a great extent within recent years in the
holding of these conferences and T have no doubt that
it does a great deal of good, even to the Barbados
school-teachers. Apart from what is said in the Press
and even on the floor of this House, I have never met
a teacher outside of Barbados who did not pay great
tribute to the system of education in Barbados. Of

course, although our school teachers and our educa-

tional system are held up as a pattern to others, our
teachers, too, can learn a lot by going to these con-
ferences.

This Committee will remember that teachers
approached us on the occasion of the last conference.

The Legislature then voted only $150 to lend
them of the $240 they were requesting ; the Legislature
voted as well for only five out of the six teachers that
were going. On this oceasion, the Department of
Education feels that those who are going as observers
also ought to be helped and Government has decided
to grant their request.

The usual agreement which public officers sign
i1s to have the loan deducted in monthly instalments
from their salary and it is proposed to follow that
principle on this occasion. I beg to move that this

XXVIII do now pass.

Resolution for the sum of $5,760 be advanced trom tne
Public Treasury for the purpose mentioned.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The question is

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Chairman, this Reso-
lution is for the sum of $5,760. Alright. Sir, I will
withhold my comment on it until another time.

The question that the Resolution do mow pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without dive-
sion.

Supplementary Estimates, 1956—57, No. 12
Lecture Room Equipment Mental Hospital

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The next Resolution, Sir,
1s for the sum of $16,166—a supplementary Resoiu
tion covering expenditure dealing with the Mental
Hospital, Subsidies and Grants, and Miscellaneous
Services. The notes to the items are fully explan-
atory. If there is anything extra that hon. mem-
Lers need to know, the Hon. Minister of Soecial Ser-
vices will give the necessary information. I Jeg to
move that the resolution do now pass.

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: In seconding that, 1
would say offhand that in connection with the Mental
{lospital, recently we have got down a Sister Tutor
to teach the staff mental nursing, and a lecture room
Yias been built for this purpose. As you see in the
note to the item, the equipment is to furnish the
lreture room so that the Sister Tutor can go ahead
and teach the staff mental nursing. This expendi-
ture comes under HHead XXIIT-—Medical (8) Men-
tal Hospital.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: T beg to move that Head
KXTIT—Medical (3) Mental Hospital stand part.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: T beg to second
ihat.

The question was put and resolved in the af
firmative without division.

Head XXVIII—Subsidies and Grangts

Head XXVIII — Subsidies and Grants, was
called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Head

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: In seconding
that, Mr. Chairman, I wish to say that it is known
that we send two sanitary inspectors and two Health
Nurses to Jamaica to be trained in public health.
We have been doing that for a good many years.
it is a very good course and very intensive from
which those people profit much. The cost has gone
vp in Jamaiea, consequently our contribution must
increase.

The question that Head XXVIII stand part wos
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Miscellaneous Services

Head XXIX — Miscellameous Services was
cailed.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS': In regard to Head XX{X
perhaps an explanation will be necessary. The
amount of money spent on Leave Passages fluctuate
considerably. In 1952 to 1953 we voted $80,600 but
we spent only $19,000. In 1953-54, we voted $50,000
and we spent $34,463. In 1954-55 we voted $40,000
and we spent $24,390. JTast year we made pro-
vision for $40,000 and spent $30,664. This year of
our provision of $40,000 to meet this expenditure
our already known commitments exceed that of
$40,000 by roughly $6,000 and it is thought that
another $9,000 may have to be spent in the present
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financial year. We therefore are asking for $15,0600
to supplement the $40.000 in tihe Estimafes. I beg
10 move that Head XXIX stand part.

Hon. Dr, H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to second
tuat.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, before you
the principle of Leave Passages and 1 moreover
put the principle of Leave Passages and 1 moreover
cannot accept with equanimity the prospect of
spending $55,000 in a single financial year in this
(rection. While it may be true to say that the
annual expenditure fluctuates, yet still the figures
for the last three years reveal that there is a steady
inerease in the amount being spent. In the first year,
crly the amount of $19,000 was spent and one can
well understand for various reasons why only that
smount was spent but as the idea of the availability
leave passages began to seep into the minds o
(ivil Servants and they began to utilise the oppor-
tunity offered, the expenditure began to show a pro-
portionate increase. Three years ago, it was $24,000.
Last year it increased to $39,000. That is
$15,000 more. Now this year the estimated
expenditure is $55,000, an increase by $15,000. It
may well be that by the next financial year you will
he spending between $65,000 and $70,000 alone on
T.eave Passages.

Now, it is a very small fraction of the Pubiic
Qervice to which this principle appiies. These people,
by and large, are already in receipt of reasonably
good salaries and they also expect an increase in re-
muneration in the near future. Mr. Chairman, I
think a different House will have as a result to ad-
dress itself to the question whether or not we can
carry on this expenditure.

£.45 p.m.

Whether it is a Government concern or not, it
is a matter to which succeeding Governments will
have to pay attention to. None of us would agree
with the manner in which the Government was
endeavouring a few months ago to curtail this
expenditure, because it was an attempt to (_1eny
deserving people leave passages who were entitled
to it just as much as those to whom Gpverm:gent
wanted to give it. I believe that the warnings given
Governmert about the amount whiech this thing
would entail are now being realised. We told them
when it was introduced that the amount they wers
estimating for then would in a few years fall far
short of the amount which would be needed. It must
be a matter of concern to thinking people whether
or not we can spend $40,000 every year on a hand-
ful of Government servants and their wives. The
money should be spent to a far better advantage to
the community generally and those of us who were
never in favour of this imposition cannot but
seriously consider the way we are heading in this
matter. Why should we for the last five years find
onrselves compelled by law to undertake an expen-
diture which other preceding Barbados Governments
have resisted? T am of the opinion, Sir, that the
Committee should express its protest to the increas-
ing expenditure under this Head by a token
reduction in the amount asked for, and therefore I
am going to move that the amount be reduced by $2.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, the hon.
member is completely mistaken. I shuddered when
this come up to me. I agree and I mean every word
I said when it eame up a few days ago. T agree it
is almost fantastic if we are going to spend all
this money, but the Aect is there and therefore it
provides for it; and as long as it provides for it, and
an officer has spent three and a half years and is tired

and asks for leave, I do not see that you can tell him
““no.”” That is what is happening: and recently we
transferred officers like Dr. Lloyd-Still and Miss
Smith the radioclogist from contract to the Permanent
Establishment and that would help to inmcrease the
commitments for leave passages. I really shuddered
when I saw this and wondered whither are we going.
But it is an Act which is on the Statute Book and
we cannot get away from it. I am glad to hear that
expression of opinmion from members of the Opposi-
tion. I do not want when we come down with dras'ie
changes to be criticised for giving people in the
past and not to others. I entirely agree they may be
able to link up the salaries in the Civil Service of
those who are at present getting reasonably good
salaries .

Mr. CRAWFORD: On a point of correetion, I
said, that people to whom leave passages were
given were those in the higher brackets but I did
not mean the whole Civil Service is getting good
salaries.

Hon., G. H. ADAMS: Anybody getting $2,280
a year is entitled to leave passage. If the hon. mem-
ber said that, then Mr. (fodsall ean go back home.
It may be with the reasomable increase on the
advice of Mr. Godsall you can cut down om leave
passages for Civil Servants; and I must repeat while
we do feel it is reasonable to give Civil Servants
these increases, it was not dome as a result of any
great rise in the cost of living but with the object
of trying to keep the flow out of Barbados at a very
low ebb rather than have what is happening at
present. I was astonished when the Police Magis-
trate told me he has to enter up the Order Book
himseN because the people in his office who shonld
do it are greenhorns, his staff having left to join
the Bahamas Police Force although they were
clerks in his office. That sort of thing means that a
Civil Servant (who is on the first rung of the
ladder by being a Magistrate’s elerk) who would
leave to join the Bahamas Police Force would feel
he has more prospects there; and it is for reasons
like that that you had to have the Salaries’ Com-
missioner and have a revision. But you cannot
talk about a new Hospital or salaries’ revision for
which there is no provision in the amount of money
voted under the Five Year Plan. We cannot go
on spending money without realising that there is
a limit to the Public Treasury of Barbados, and I
am glad to think the Opposition is not just saying
something that annoys Government, but is seeing
the danger which will arise unless vou keep a very
eareful eye on expenditure here in Barbados. I men-
tioned the Hospital and salaries revision but { have
not even mentioned Federation. That is extra money
which we have not budgeted for, and T am sure if
1 suggest to the hon. junior member for St. Andrew
that the way to get money is to increase income tax
in the higher brackets he would shudder. I do hope
other members of the Opposition will see with the
Government when they come down with any scheme
for reducing leave passages and not accuse us of
letting our friends in the past get leave passages
but stopping others in the future. You will realise
we cannot go on adding to the expenditure of the
Tsland when we are dependent mainly on sugar to
give Us our revenue,

6.55 p.m.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir, it is difficult to under-
stand the argument of the last speaker. He is talk-
ing as if leave passages were imposed by some super
natural authority over the Goverament. It was no
supernatural authority which imposed leave passages
on us; he imposed them. His Government brougnt

ﬁ
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duwh legislation to this CHambet impesiiig upon ilie
thate, the responsibility for spending this money in
this marnet. We opposed it stroigly and bitterly
Lieeause we did not have to be wise dfter the event o
realise that the Countty eoitld not afford the pay-
inent of leave passdages. We told tliem in 1952, that
we tould tiot afford tu do that; thérefore, I do not

-uniddérstand what the Hon. Premier means when he

suys that he Weleomes the statdment from this side of
the Cligrhber that we are alarimed Gvér the expendi-
itte. W did not want it at all: If it were left to
nK, flot oie single tent would have been spént from
the Tredasuty ot ledvé padsiges. Thdt is the naked
iruth: théreford the Governmiént, whet it iiposed
ledve passages, kiew what it khéws tiow, that any

‘attempt 6 dtop expenditure ih this direetish must

receive the support of this side of thé Chambés,

The Government allowed Mr. Turner, the Chief
Sectetdary, to bantboozle it in to pdying leavé pdssages
to thesé Uivil Setvants, ahd 4s a Salariss Commis-
siolter, hé hdd a frée hand to do 4s he liked with the

Tredgiiry. When Sir Eftol Dos Santos edme herd to.

investigate thé saliiles of the lesser bratkéts, the
feport wis mude thit the Governinent said: < We ¢an
ofily speiid so fiitich motey.”’ Sir Birsl was given
4 ceilitlg; hils tériis of teférstiee were to revisé the
sklaties and coniditions 6f woFk in the lower Brackets
atid they would spefid §0 much monsy ot that. Sir
Firrdl Had to #ward the iHereasés decorditig to tie
atitoutit 6f eeiling hé was given, bdi Mr. furher hdad
4 frée hédd to do as he liked. He inciéased tne
salaries in the higher Brackets as high as he liked
and then he impe§ed lehve plssagds withblit arniy con.
sideration for the taxpavers of this eolony. 1t is
an open secret that we nhever agreed with leave
passsaizes.

It therefore sounds like child’s play for the
(Government to sey that they have to pay leave pass-
apes because the Act is there. We knew that the
Act is there; they put it there, and therefore they
can repeal the Aet. We are not a Crown Colony; in
the days when the Colonial Office had a more direct
say in the running of the Government of Barbadcs,
even in those days; the Government refised to put
leave passages on the Statute Book. On every ocea-
sion that the Seeretary of State for the Colonies
sugeested to Barbades that we should fall in line
with seme African Colony and pay leave passages,
the Government of this Colony refused to do so on
the ground that Uganda; British Honduras or British
Guiana, being comparatively unhealthy tountries,
should be made to pay leave passages; so as to enable
Civil Servants te leave these unhealthy elimatés and
g0 elstwhere _after a four—gear term of duty; but we,
with our healthy c¢limate, did not have to do that. It
i3 not onee or twice that the Colonial Office wanted
ur to pay leave passage, but this Government did
what in the last 100 years, every Colony refused iu
do;, and now we are afked: ‘““What can we do when
the law is there?’’ The payment of leave passages
wdg_ not anything which was ordered by Divine
Authority or by the Medes aind Persians: and there-
fore the onus falls on the Governmient; if it has real-
ised the errot of its wayvs at long last and its unwis-
dom in imnosihe this expenditure on the Countiy; to
undo ity sin of the tast by repéaling theé law and
relievine the State of this nnnedessaty and ircreas-
ingly extravagant burden.

The question that Hend XXIX—Miscellanevus
Rervices—stand part of the Schedule was put ard
resolved in the affirmalive without division.

Hen. G. H. ADAMS: I bég to move, Mr. Chair-
man, that a Resolution for the sum of $16,166 do now
pass. v

Hoti. Dt. H. @. H. CUMMINS:; I beg to second
that.

Tle thotion Was put ahd agreéd to.

Hurricane Kehabilitation

Sanitary Conveniences
Hon. Dr. H, @&, H. CUMMLINS: 'rhe hézt Reso-
wution, Mr. Chaiwrmati, is 10t the sum of $11,898. As
Gon. mehdbers dre Aware, tHis 1s just & ré-vote to meet
the cusy of restofing latrines in St. Michdél winicn
were destroyed by tue Hiirkicahé. As Hoh. methpers
will ferigmber, after the hiifficdfie last yeat, the
Government sent down a Resolition fof tHé stin of
$50,000 for the ptirpose 8t pililding latrities for the
patish of St. Michacl rof those desutite pebple who
¢ould not provide latrings for theémselvés. By the end
of March, the wholé amotint was ndt spent ; thére was
a balancé ot $11,8v8, atd in order to conlinie the
construction of these latrines, a re-vote of this dmobunt
is beiiig dsked for. I beg to thove that this Restlu-
tion do now pass. ,
Hon. C. B. TALMA: I beg to second that.
~ Mr. HAYNER: Myi. Chhifmdil, whea I Pecsived
this Resolution, T way veéFy SuFprised te sde thut the
oiily place that deeded shhiitdtibh b Sanit@ey ebnve-
ilencés was the patish of St. Michael. I amh weader-
ihg Whit Has happetied to the btheF parishes; I vividly
1emember when this vofe whs padsed, that thé Hon.
Midister of Hoclal Béfvides told the Cottbittds, par-
ticuldrly the hon: juniof Hembet for Chiist Chuteh,
thit if the other pifishes had #sked for aid it re-
pldding their ldat¥ites whieh wess damlaged By
“*Jahet”’ they tdo would #ét dssistante. Hothever,
they did Hot to that; villy the parish 6f . Mighael
did it; and therefore ndthing widg dotie iit respeet of
tHe otheér phfishes. _
. As far ag T dth told; thé parish of Chirist Chtirch
wrote to the QoverifneAt &bbit the mbtter anf the
rarish of St. Andrew did the samé thing; but to edr
ariazeitent, we i 8t: Andrew hdve not even réceived
any answet to the letter which we wrote. It is & lofig
time since the lettet was written and not a single word
inn reply has béen reecived; net Bveh the usual card
wds fécelved ackhowledging reeeipt of the ltter.
Yout would have 4t least expected to fecelve that tard,
btit we have not fecéived it. One wontlets how these
thitigs ate being tone; if St. Michael is the only
favonted parish in the whele of this Island, the peo-

' ple are Tneky: but the Hon. Minister of Soeial Sef-

viees with hi§ knowledee; will know that if dn
épidetii¢c bredks out in one of these otHer parishes,
it will eost the parishes just as iiuch Hdney as théy
pould wiht to spend: Tt I8 of no usd relivihe dhe
parizh ahd ndt the others: anv of the othef ten par-
ishes would be 4 Sindilar breeding gréund for fiy-
Horne fiseases ay the Barish of St. Michael.

7.05 p.ah.

These dissases will fly ih St. Michael fréin the
tural parishes; simildrly they will iy otit of St.
Michdel into the turdl parishes, I feel that this
niatter has Been very badly handléd, and I am hoping
ihat the Hon. Minister of Soeidl Servicds will give an
answer as to the reason why after piving his promise
ou the floor of the House to help the puter patishes,
ne has not kept his request. . ,

Another matter whiéh 1 would like te draw to
vour attention is one on which I have already spekén
it this House and it is with regatd to some wobden
lairines which weére built by the Bdard of Health
and loaned to people in the various parishes. I know
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tuat the parties concerned had to sign a letter to tue
effect that the latrine loaned them was Governmeat
property. They could not move it from the spot and
it was taken for granted that that would not happea.
Those latrines are not many. They are probably 15,
20 or so in the parish of St. Andrew but they are
dropping to pieces to-day because there is nothing
in that Clause to say who should repair them.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: If the hon.
member would not mind, will he speak a little louder ?
1 cannot hear him from over here.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Chairman, I was saying
that there were some wooden latrines which were
built by the Board of Health and loaned to people
i the various parishes—they were not given to them.
T happen to know that on one occasion one person to
whom one was loaned moved to St. Michael and
moved the latrine along with his house; he was asked
to move the Government’s latrine back to St. Andrew.
He had to sign a letter before he got it, that it was
the property of the Government of Barbados. Now
a peculiar position has arisen as & result of the loan
mg of those latrines, so to speak, because they are
allowed to drop to pieces.

As I have said, on the first occasion when we

" swere dealing with a Resolution for federation, the
general community of Barbados is going to suffer for
all the ecomforts they should get as a result of feder-
ation. I would say it now, and all the time that
unless some economy is practised in other directions
it will never advance in the right direction.

Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Chairman, the Hon. Minis-

ter of Social Services sometime in February of this
vear came down with a Resolution for the sum of
$50,000 to construct sanitary conveniences for people
in the parish of St. Michael as a result of damage
“inthe Isiand. We on this side of the Table wondered
why St. Michael was singled out for assistance in this
respeet and Christ Church and St. Philip had been
left out. The ITon. Minister informed the Commit:
tee then that St. Michael had made requests and not
the other parishes.
' I remember asking the question that surely if
St. Michael had made that request, was 1t at all
pecessary that the other parishes should make a
“wimilar request? I said so because the Hon. Minister
of Social Services, as Minister of Health was Minister
of Health for Barbados and not St. Michael alone.
Well, the following week I took the matter up at a
“meeting of the Sanitary Commissioners for Christ
Church and I was assured by them that & letter had
heen written to the Minister of Social Services con-
‘cerning the same matter a week before the Resolu-
tion came down. That letter was written on the 30th
‘January, 1956. The Commissioners of Health for
CFrist Church pointed out to him the conditions that
were existing in that parish as a result of the hurri-
cane, and that persons so affected were unable for
fimancial reasons to replace their iatrines. However,
«fter he told me that be did not receive the letter,
the Commissioners of Health for Christ Church sent
a second leftter on the 13th Tebruaryv: a week after
he told us that similar treatment would be made to
other parishes and to-day T have enauired about the
matter and T can tell you that we have not even got
a'reply to any one of those letters.

Now, it is always common courtesy, if the Hon.
Minister of Social Services is busy, for his Permanent
Lecretary or one of his Assistant Secretaries to answer
formally a letter coming to his office. T would like
to know (and will ask him to make a note of it) what
has become of those letters, whether they have heun

‘one for themselves.

answered and what is the result. 1 would like hua
to get up as soon as I sit down and tell us what is the
decision reached in respect of those letters with re-
gard to the latrines that were destroyed in tie other
parishes. Disease is no respecter of persons.

I will state now that the number of iacirines
which were destroyed by ‘‘Janet’’ in Christ Church
is 1,198. We also told the Hon. Minister of Sociai
Services that there were 1,488 people who had no
latrines even before ‘‘Janet’’ stepped in; they had to
resort to other means. Wae also drew to his attention
the sanitary conditions existing at that date. I would
ask the Hon. Minister of Social Services to make note
of that again and pay attention to it. However, I
:nust ask him again: why come down for this small
sum just to build a few more latrines for the parish
of St. Michael$

7.15 pm.

‘When 1 say that Christ Church has got none,
I will qualify it with this. These pre-fab houses
that were given to Christ Church were also given
lstrines; all have not got yet, but naturally the per-
sons who were given pre-fab houses and moved into
them were given latrines. I am asking for a Reso-
lution to come down for those persons whose toilets
were destroyed and those who have not had, who were
unable to provide theirs in the past, to build and
establish on these sites the 2,000 and odd toilets
required. It is more important than many of ihe
other things done to-day and T would like to know
vour reason for only assisting St. Michael and entire-
ly leaving out the other parishes.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, —— —

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I will answer
your question the same time; I know what you want
w0 say. Well, Sir, the position is this. I do ot
know anything about the first letter which the houn-
member referred to as having been sent to the Min-
istry. I did not see that, but 1 did see the second
ietter which was rather vague. You will notice that
in St. Michael mainly old age pensioners and par-
ochial pensioners who were unable to provide one
for themselves were helped. The Christ Chureh ap-
plication gave no figures and I referred it back ask-
ing them to send e particulars about these toilets
but I have not heard of it since. [A VOICE: The
information was sent.] Well T am very sorry, but 1
am sure I never got the information from Christ
Church I am sure the hon. member does not expect
me as soon as Christ Church says that 2,000 toilets
were destroyed, to say, ‘‘Here is the money.”” Y must
be satisfied that there are people unable to provide
T sent an answer to that effect
and T told you T have not heard anything more about
it. To answer the hon. junior member for St. An-
drew who is not in his seat will also answer the hon.
senior member for St. John. I have not seen any
letter from St. Andrew up to now. I made a note of
them here and will enquire, tut he referred to some
Istrines that were loaned to the parochial authorities
at St. Andrew by the Government, and these were
loaned to the parochial authorities with the under-
standing that they would keep them in repair. That
is one of the conditions on which they were loaned to
thie authorities; that answers the quiestion in St. An-
drew. St. John’s position is a similar one. They

‘wrote telling me that these toilets were not destroyrd

tut damaced bv the hurricane. That was the posi-
tion in St. John and the same answer to the effect
that the latrines were loaned to the parochial auther-
ities with the understanding that they would be kept
in a eondition of repair, applies in that ease: so, Siv,
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that answers the enquiries asked by members on the
Uther Side.

Mr. ALLDER: The Minister of Social Services
certainly cannot read my mind. However, what [
wanted to know is if these latrines were such a ne-
cessity, why have so many been allowed to remain at
the Pine for so many weeks, apparently finished,
without being delivered? Certainly if they are for the
purpose of accommodating these people who had lost
theirs since last year, then the delivery would have
been done more expeditiously. What has happened
is, for weeks—and many weeks too—when one passes
{uat way, you could see and can still see several of
these latrines up there being weather beaten; and if
the necessity was as great as we were caused to feel,
i am sure that before one was completed, arrange-
wents would have been made for its delivery. There
must be some short-sightedness on the part of those
v:hose business it was to make and to deliver them.
This is true not only in the ease of these latrines, Sir,
but even with the prefab-houses which were to be
delivered to those who have been promised them. The
people are still waiting for some months since last
vear. and many of them have already started to pay
the Department allotments for them and yet cannot
get delivery. The whole thing, Mr. Chairman, is
being bungled. Tt is not only to do good but to de
it quickly, and T am sure that when these latrines are
removed from the spot on which they are, they may
rot be in a sufficiently good order to make the people
feel that they are good enough for their service, be-
cause as far as T can see, some of the people would
privately construet a better type of latrine than what
1 see up there. T do mot know what the cost of the
latrines are but they certainly do look like a shabby
job.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I still do not
pnderstand the Minister of Social Services. I would
like to know what information he wants from Christ
Chureh that he apparently got from St. Michael. We
nave stated the number of latrines that were destroy-
ed. Did he have some other information from St.
Miehael which prompted him to take the action whieb
re did? There is only one thing which they did not
de that St. Michael did. and that was the report in
tue Daily Advocate in big headlines that they were
g0 many latrines destroved and that thev were alsn
ereat chances of an epidemic of Typhoid breaking
cut. and that brought the Minister of Social Services
sand his staff into action. That is what caused him to
eome down with a Resolution for $50,000 to build
those latrines. If that is not so, would you tell me
what information the Sanitary Commissioners of St.
Michael gave you which we have not given? That is
what I want to know hecause I wani to give it to you.
1f there is any other information you want, do let me
know. I am telling you now, as I told you by letter
on the 13th February, that 1,198 latrines were de-
siroyed by hurricane ‘‘Janet’’ on the 22nd Septem-
ber. Do you wish to know how badly destroyed they
were or damaged, because 1 said destroyed. There is
no wood left to put them back at all. Investiation has
tsken place by the Sanitary Authorities of Christ
Church and this is the number reported. Every
kouse is recorded, as they have had to bring in books
to the Chief Sanitary Inspector and he can give you
name for name: but you certainly do not want that.
There are 1.198 latrines destroyed and 1.482 homes
that never had at all. That is the information in our
books and we would be grateful for anv assistance

you can render, but if I do not understand what in
lormation you want, please get up and tell me.
7.25 p.a.

mr. CRAWFORD : bir. Cpairinan, bswmiog w
these speeches | am reminaed 0f a remarg by Sir
maward Stubbs ai toe tune toe Royal Commission
oame fere in 1938—38Y that parbados had to thank
God for itself and not its Mealcal Services. L can
umagine if he came here now he would say, ‘‘lhank
dod, | am not the Minister for Medical Services.

The hurricamne occurred since last September, it
Is now almost a year since then, and these latrines
which have been destroyed have not yet been restored.
The uext thing is this; would you believe, Mr. Chair-
man, that out of the new latrines which have been
built, only 88 have been sited? The parish of &t.
Michael was supposed to get 825 latrines; up to tae
end of Mareh this year, 495 had been constructed and
only 48 of these have been sited! We are now told that
the sum of $38,102 has been spent ineluding the cost
of materials to eonstruct the remaining 330 latrines.
{f these 495 latrines have been constructed, why is it
tuat they have not been sited? What is the cause of
e delay in this matter? Surely, in a matter of this
sort, haste is of the essence. What are the people
using now. It is not a matter of a kitchen or a
shed-roof, it is a latrine; and certainly the entire
affair is charaecteristic of the indifference or laziness
‘or both) of the Ministry of Social Services.

Do you mean to say that it takes over a year io
regtore 825 latrines—you have only sited 88—and
the construction has been so long delayed that you
nave to come here in July, and ask for a revote of
.»roney which has been voted in the last financial
scar? TIs this the way in which the Ministry of
Social Services approaches important questions of
tiealth? And why is there this diserimination
savour of St. Michael as against the other parishes?
The cost of these latrines is being borne by the Public
Treasury, and certainly, the taxpayers in St. Philip
and Christ Church-—the two parishes which have
teen the most hard hit by the hurricane-—make thei
vroportionate contribution to the Treasury. Hov
ever, it is only in St. Michael that the Governm. nt
tinds it necessary to give some financial assistance to
neople in the restoration of those latrines which have
heen destroyed.

I doubt very much that you could find a thiug
;ike this duplicated in any other part of the West
Indies. There may ve some delay in the construction
n? houses, but there comid be no excuse for either tne
delay or the indifference with which this matter has.
been approached by tne Ministry concerned. As fast
«s these latrines were completed, they should have
been sited. Rither these latrines are required, or
they are not reguired. You either build them and
site them immediately, or you do not build tnem at
all.  There could not be any excuse for our having
t¢ re-vote in July money which has been previously
voted for conveniences of this sort. Certainly, it
the Government had appreciated the vital importance
¢f health and sanitation to this Country, tne money
would have been expended nefore the financial year
had expired, and the latrines would have been sited
on the vespective spots toug before the 31st March
this vear. What are they being kept for at the
Pine? For an exhibition? Thev are of no use to the
people there: the place for these latrines is the place
yor which thev were built.

Tihe question tnat this Resolution do nmow pass
w.as put amd resolved tn the affirmattve without
mvision,
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Supplementary Estimate General Hospifal

Hon. Dr. H. G. iL. CUMMINS: The next Reso-
lution, Mr. Chairman is for the sum of $37,779, to
provide training for 35 addition Student Nurses at
7he General Hospital. The position with regard to
the Nurses at the General Hospital is somewhaf erit-
ical. Between now and the end of the year, there are
26 Nurses who, as they have intimated, will be leaving
the Hospital and we cannot wait until these Nurses
have left to start training Nurses to take their places.
This training scheme is to be started in Beptember
2a( recruitment will be done in batehes of 12 per-
sons. The recruiting for the first 12 persons shoula
1ake place early, so that in September when the school
is ready to be opened these Nurses will be selected.

This Resolution in its Schedule gives in detail
the expenditure in connecticn with the training of
these Nurses., As hon. members will see the items
are: Living-out Allowance, Rativn Allowance, Cost
of Living Allowance, Provisions, Furniture Equip-
ment, Clothing and Uniforms, Cleaning, Laundry
and Water, Printing, Stationery, Telephone and Ad-
vertising. Hven although this money will be spent
m the training of new Nurses, yet when the Senior
Nurses have left the Hospital, naturally their sal-
aries will be saved. When a Senior Nurse leaves the
Tnstitution, the amount of her salary remains in the
Treasury, and, as I have already said, this $37,779
1s for the purpose of the training of these Nurses.

There are some other proposals which will come
before the House shortly with the object of trying to
cacourage our Nurses to remain here instead ol
going a%_;road, With these proposals it might be
very difficult to attract these Nurses because of the
attractian abroad plus the spirit of adventure in
desiring to see somewhere else; nevertheless, we have
to try to do everything at our disposal tq get these
Nyrses to remain here after they have been trained.
The positipn is all set out in detail in the Addendum
to thjs Resolution; I beg to move that this Resolu-
tion do now pass.

Hon. C. . TALMMA: ] heg to second that.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chaipman, I wonld like to
asly the Hen. Mjnister of Sgeia} Serviees if he wonld
cogsider the gdvisgbility of redueing the qpalifica-
tion for Student Nurses who applv for posis at the
Generpl Hospital. What has been abserved is that
there are many young ladies who would be glad to
hecome Stydent Nyrses, but it js demanded of them
that they be in possession of School Certificates or
some similar qualifieations, and many of them who
are not in paossession of suzh guglifications are re-
fused admission tq the Hospital. The Hon. Minister
would know, as gthers do kngw, that there are some
young ladies who would make very effieient Nurses,
but they are not given the ppportunity to do so. 1
wonld like the Hgp. Minister to say whether the
Haspital Authorities wopld eongider reducing the
qualifieations required for these stndent Nurses.

Hon. Dr. H. G. . CUMMINS: We have re-
duyced the quglification to a eertain extent, but i
is al] houngd pp with the matfer of reciprocity as re:
gards our nurses trained here if they g9 to Epgland;
and seeondly, we have to conform to English stand-
ards and requirements. The English standards for
nurses is a Sehool Certificate or its equivalent. 1
may say that they showld he told that there are
girls leaving here with qualifigations lower than that
of a School Certificate who are doing nursipg in
hospitals in England but in the Enelish hospitals
th ey are, at least two classes of nurses. There is what
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is called the State-aided Assistant Nyrse. That is

l¢wer status; so that while it may appear, as I have
been told, that girls who were refused at our Hospi-
tal have gone to England and have got trained as
nursgs, yet they do mot get the R.S.N. They are
trgined as Assistant Nurses byt they canmot go
farther. Of course, they do examipations and if
they improve they may go up and enpter the ranks
of full nyrges; hut at the mament, a¢ these Hospitals
which reqpire them, they go on as Assistant Nurses.

I may say that we are quite willjng to do 1t.
As a matfer of fact, we have heen considering it.
Yor the purpose of reciprocity, a School Certificate
is one of the things they require to bhe a full nurse.
the girls must have a good educatjonal background
to become a full nurse.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairmap, | want to ask if
we cannot please ourselves. Do you have to ex-
change nurses with those in England and they ex-
change with us? Is that what you mean? '

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: No. There are
a few nurses who leave here to qualify and who go
away for higher training to come hack as Depart-
mental Sisters. A Schoo] Certificate is the background
tiley must have to become a Departmental Sister.
While 1t is true that we please ourselves, if we want
our girls 10 be properly trained, we must see to it
that they are up to the required standard.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, there is nothing
to prevent ws from having two streams of nurses.
Lecause of our adaptabjlity, and also the fact that
many of our nurses in the past have become efficient
nurses, there is no regson why we canmnot create a
system where you will have two streams of nurses
ore stream in shich yau will haye the type of nyrse
ta meet the requirements avergegs, while the other
stream could be of the type which would assist us
Iceally in the running of our Hospital. There is a
definite need fo make provision jn the nursing pro-
fession for some of our girls who may not have wone
ta a second grade sehocﬁ or who were not suceessfu’
in getting a School Certificate. That does not mean
that their intelligence is lower than those who yet 2
Schpol Certificate. ' -

What is mere, qur provision for them in this
service would assist a lot of them in getting employ-
ment and traiping. Many of them run around
saying that they hear that we have abandoned the
Schbool Certificate as a means of entry into the
nursing profession and becguse of that, they asa if
they can get a recommengdation to assist them, When
they make sueh an attempt they are told ‘‘No, that
is not sufficient; you must have a School Certificate.”’
#he Hon. Minister of Social Services knows that
most of the best nurses that were at the Genersl
Hospital have never had any more educational
training than what they received at an Elementary
Sehopl. T am sure the Hon. Minister can remember
old Nurse Forde and others who gave yeoman ser-
viee in all the Departments of that Institution; and
I am sure that his recommendation of such a system
as I have heen suggesting would hear some weight
in making things easier net only fer seme of the
youpg ladies who want to get into the Hagpital as
nurses, bt for the patients also. It is a faet tha!
certificated nurses a8 soom @s they get a year or se
of trajning, are cerfaiply going to &iﬂﬁ"e us apd ge
oyerseas for higher frpipipg, sa we may as well stard
and permit girls who are not certificated to ga there
and get the trgining se that when the athers decide
to go pverseas we can have them to help us,

My. BARROW: My, Chaigpap, if the hon.
junior member for St. Thomas would spend a liitle
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less time in chasing round the parish of St. George
and wasting gasolene and would devote that time
on the affairs at the General Hospital, he will realise
the reason for the exodus of nurses from the Bar-
bados General Hospital is mainly due to the mal
administration under which they unfortunately find
themselves at this stage. Despite the efforts of the
Medical Officers to improve the lot of the nurses,
you get a situation in which an imported matron
of the Hospital is allowed, after this House voted
money under Head XXIIT — Medical (8) Genersl
Hospital, Items 36 and 37 to pay Staff Nurses and
‘Ward Nurses, to fill five vacaneies out of 45 under
the grade of Staff Nurses and Ward Nurses. A lot
of the nurses who have left the Barbados General
Hospital have done so because of the hon. junior
for St .Thomas who is supposed to be a member
of the medical profession and who has been a man
fulminating for years in the opposition against the
administration at the General Hospital. Now, he
hag actually got a Matron of the General Hospital
to keep out Barbadian girls from the higher ranks
of the nursing profession,

It is an absolute disgrace that only five appoint.
ments should have been made in the past year out
of forty-five vacancies in these two grades. I counse!
the Hon. Minister of Social Services that Monday
night is not the time to spend in St. George; he
should be devoting himself to his files. If you are
paid to do a ministerial job, you should come 1nlc
the House after having very carefully serutinised
the work done by your subordinates. You should
study your brief, learn your lesson and at least b.
able to give some coherent and lucid explanativu
as to the reason why this House should vote these
sums.

If the hon. junior memher for St. Thomas looks
carefylly at the Resolution he would see under
Head XXTIT — Medical (2) General Hospital, 40
(a) (New) Studept Nurses Class ‘‘D’’s that that
is en new item at all hecanse under the Amnnpual
Bstimates for the year you will see that Student
Nyrses, Olass “1)’? has alregdy been gn epymerated
class. Therefore, it is quite wraong tp sgy that Jtem
40 (a) is a new Item.

7.45 pam.

Of course, these little details are matters wiien
the junior member for St. Thomas considers beneath
his notice,» but there are other things which are
obviously above his head, and with the improper
administration at the Barbados General Hospilal
with two and three people in one bed, if I were a
doctor, T would be ashamed of the conditions espec-
1ally with the power and support of this Chamber —
and try te remedy the unfortunate conditions at
the Hospital.

Now, Mr. Chgirman, if the member for 5t.
Thomas, gs be said jp his explanatory remarks, wants
to stop the ax?ﬁus of trained nurses {pom the Dar-
bados General Hospitgl, T counsel him to do two
things gpart from minding hig owp bysiness: firstly
improve the canditions npder Wh,‘i’ycg the purses have
to ‘live; gpd secopdly, give thom promotiey when
there arg vagapeies open at the Barbados Gepergl
Hospital for murses in the higher brapches of th
nursing service. Do not keep forty vacancies for
twe and thyas years en $he ﬁtﬁiﬁ of Wapd Nyrsee
Grades. As g matter of fact, I checked with tpe
Barbados Genera] Hmutgll at Si¥ 9'slock this evening
and he does not kmow the frst tblgg that gpes op
at the Hospital- He did uet know whether there wae
4 tpy=mpgnef at the Hospital, byt he sent a masn 19
Trinidad ta get 3 pieee of woad fakep sut of his
€yeg..
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Mr, E. D. MOTTLEY :
of steel. -

Mr. BARROW: He sent a man to get a picce
w-0-0"0-d taken out of his eye; it was clammycherry
wood and you can ask the member from 8t. Thomas
and that wood is still in the man’s eye. [A MEMBER:
Shame!] I do not think that people should go about
mmusquerading as social reformers or any other
veformer, social or other wise or as a persen who
is supposed to be doing good for the commumity
and using his knowledge for the bemefit of suffering
man-kind when he is only a sheep in wolf’s clothing.

Hon. M. E. COX: Order!

Mr. BARROW: In distinction of course, to
the member who shouted ‘‘order’’ who is a wolf in
sheep’s clothing. I would like the member for 3¢
Thomas when he comes in here at least to say
something that ordinary intelligent human beings
can understand, and not the bunch of mamho jambo
which is spouted out here today; because up to now
nobody who hasn’t a Resolution in front of him is
able to understand head or tail the ragison d’ efre of
the Resolution or the reason why the member for
St. Thomas should be speaking on it at all. In shor§
1t would appear as if he considers that the solutjon
to the problem of retaining trained nurses at tbe
Barbados General Hospitgl is to ask the House for
meney to trajn npt fifteen more students nurses Class
“D’ as in 1995-56, but to train 35 student nurses
1 the last class of probatjon nurses at the Barkados
General Hospital. The only nurses who are remaining
at the ITospital are those who have rheumatism and
who are tqo old to attempt the rigours of the Cana-
Cian climate, the pnes who are overweight, and those
who have such stropg family ties in Barbados thad
they are reluctant tg leaye home; but any inteliigent
young girl as soon as she gualifies at the Barbad s
General Hospital shakes the dust of that instituticp
off her fect, and no wonder. Under the present ad-
ministration, such a state of affairs should occur
day after day. T hope that there will be a re-orienta.
tion in the outlook of the member for St. Thomas.
Perhaps he needs a refresher course in administra-
tion or medicine and perhaps, he needs to gp into
sonicthing better than the 8t. Thomas Almshouse
and see how 1t is run. Perhaps. on his frequent visits
to the Urited Kingdom he might devote some time
anl thoughbi to the workings of Hospitals like 8t.
Bartholomew’s, 8t. Themas’ or other well recognised
teaching Flospitsls, and not only look around them
but ask a few questions and get them to write
words of one syllable so that he can understand.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I was
amazed to hear the Minister of Social Serviges admit
that there are two types of nurses in the United
Kingdom, that the first grade nurse is a girl whe
has a school certificate, and the nurse who is without
that basic qualification can hecome as Assistant
State Nurse. As a matter of fact, he even went
further and admitted that sometimes those girls
withapt sehaol certificates began as Assistant State
Nurses and ended up as gualified State Nurses. If
that be the case, Sir, why is the Selection Committes
under his direction giviﬁg young girly who gre
endeavauring “to ‘get to Kngland to stndy nnrsing
so 1ych trouhlef The Goverpment Seheme for givls
to go to Epgland {g study nursing refuses te gdwit
them, for unjess yop have a school certificate you
are not selegted by the Committee. '

7.55 p.m. ; '

I go further, Mr. Chajrman, ]t is a well-knows
fact that Mr. Louls Lynch of the Modern High
School has been selecting Hospitals in Great Britain
which would gecept young girly without Schqpl Cer-
tificates for training to be qualified gs Assistant Staie

Steel! it was a piecc
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Nurses. What has happened is that the Govcer-
ment, the Minister and Selection Committee have
done everything possible to prevent the reeruitment
of these girls who have not got the School Certificate.
fMr. TUDOR: Shame!] [Mr, E. D. MOTTLEY
Tha’ is not true.] When the girls go before the Selec-
tion committee, they are asked all sorts of questiors.
(e Committee wants to know if they can speak
Welsh, why they want to go to the Hospitals and all
sorts of irrelevant, absurd and impertinent ques
ticn are asked. The Committee wants to know if the
parents of these girls are alive, if the girls have Hos-
pital equipment, by whom they were trained, and
every single obstacle has been placed in the way of
these girls going to Great Britain for the simple rea-
son that the Government does not want the eontinued
exodus of these girls to Great Britain because it
zhows them up.

Nearly 2,000 girls have gone to U.K. Hospitals,
ard ouly about 300 have sponsored by the Govern-
ment ; the proportion of girls going to England under
(tovernment auspices and otherwise, is 6 to 1 agaiust
the Government. Through the Selection Committee,
they have deliberately placed obstacles in the way
of a further large-secale recruitment of people, who
have not got School Certificates, going to England.
although the Hon. Minister has confessed that girls
can go to England and qualify as Assistant State
Nurses and in some cases they can qualify as State

Nurses. It is a shame that the Government and the
Hon. Minister should do nothing to extend these

avenues of emplovment, but rather hinder people
from going to England when on their own admission.
people can find employment and qualify for filling
positions in the Nursing role. They are mnot inter-
ested or energetic themselves to get more places for
Nurses, and thev oppose in prineiple the attempic
which are being made by well-meaning people in the
community to find work outside the Colony for these
girls.

_ Ask them, Mr. Chairman, how is it that of the
3,700 girls who have left this Country, most of them
without School Certificates and most of them with-
out any help from the Government, and with all the
machinery at their disposal, they can only find places
in . Great Britain for 3001 With all the millions in
the Treasury put there by the people of this Coun-
try, those who want to get money to go abroad can
only number 300 who are qualified for assistance,
and the other 1,700 found money to do so. Their
t arents had to borrow money and seil what they had,
hecause the Government had insisted that it can only
assist girls who possess School Certificates; yet the
Hon. Minister admits here that girls can go to Eng-
laxd without School Certificates and qualify as
State Nurses. The time must come when the people
must be told how they have been penalised and kept
down; every single Minister is a square peg in a
round hole. Tnstead of helping to find wark for peo
vle—well. T personally was of the opinion that the
Hon. Minister was completely ignorant of the situa-
tion in Great Britain; it never occurred to me that
he or his Government really knew that eirls leaving
here without School Certificates wonld he accented m
a British Hospital and could gualifv to A1l a position
in it after a while. You ask the thousands of relatives
of voung girls: they have heen beseized hv the girls
askine for loans: nnless their parents are represenisa
tives in this House, the Selection Committee refnsed
to give them assistance unless thev have School Cer-
tificates. )

From the time of the operation of the Scheme
they have refused to assist the girl who wants to o

#aroad unless she nas a School Cercficave. wiin

tie increase in unemployment in this Country, apnd

2y months alter the Scheme is in operation, there
s a scheme which debars every girl from going Lo
Great Britain unless she has a School Cerutficate.
And now the Hon. Minister of Social Serviees is tell-
mg us tonight that a girl can go to Great Britain
without having a School Certificate, and qualify as
an Assistant State Nurse, and that if she is | rigit
she can qualify as a State Nurse! From the iou

Minister’s admission here tonight, he is not qualified.

for the post of Messenger in the Ministry [Laughtec:]
I do not know what to «call it; the girls who are
leaving the St. Michael’s Girls’ School, Queen’s Cel-
lege and all the State-aided Schools, cannot find any
work in Bridgetown, and the hand-picked Commitice

savs: ““If vou have a School Certificate, we will help:

vou,”’ otherwise these girls cannot go abroad. I re
peat: 300 out of nearly 2,000 who have gone abroa.
have been sponsored by the Government! A Mins
ter who is interested in the welfare of the people and
in his Ministry would have about 5,000 girls in Eng-
lund, because the need for them is there. Everybody
cannot be an ordinary Nurse; they ean be State
Nurses as well. In the same way as they wantea
Hotel workers in England, they want other people
as well.

Even if the Government extends its policy and
embark on large--scale recruitment of girls who have
not got School Certificates that is no excuse for the
esperience of the last 20 months,

I will tell vou something else Mr. Chairma ;
people have been going to the Labour Department
and trying to get loans to go to Great Britain
and do vou know what they have been doing?
They began by writing to Mr. Liynch and asking him
for a list of those Hospitals to which he was sending
Nurses. Mr. Tivneh elearly suspected something,
and he sent them a list of Hospitals which refused
to accept Nurses. [Lewghter]. Tt appears from
what thev have been doing, that everv time a girl
goes in. they check the name of the Hospital which

will take a girl who has not ¢ot a School Certificate.

1 do not know whether they cirenlarised those Hos-
nitals or what.

'8.05 p.m.

Nobody knows what happened but the fact remain-
ed that there is a tendency on the part of those
hospitals not to take any more. The impression we
have Mr. Chairman, is either that the Governmeni
is at long last very ashamed of the success of private
effort in getting girls into hospitals in England or
1t is seeing to it that its indifference and neglect
would not be shown up by these abnormal propor-
tions on the part of these who are going privately
and those whom they are sending.

Now, Sir, whether the report be correct or not
the Minister and the Government stand condemned
because the Minister has admitted that without a
Sehool Certificate you cannot go up and beccme
trained as a nurse. Whether or not that has been
the case, the Government owes an explanation to the
public for its policy over the past 20 months in
knowing what the position is and still refusing %o
recruit and get people abroad unless they have a
School Certificate.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Chairman, I have
a few questions to ask the Hon. Minister. I expeet-
ed that this Resolution would come to the House, be-
cause T think we all know that these Nurses at the
General Hospital are really seeking greater oppor
tunities in life by going to England. T would like
the Hon. Minister of Social Services to pay a little
attention to a suggestion which I am going to make

vy
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I have discussed the matter with many nurses who
left for England. 'What 1 would like to find out
from the Hon. Minister is if anything can be done to
attract these nurses to stay in Barbados. Is i not
possible to have something done as regards to the
qualification of nurses, so that those trained at the
General Hospital will get similar recognition cutside
of Barbados as nurses similarly qualified? Irom
the nurses’ point of view, Barbados is a superior
country to live in when compared with England, and
in all respects — health and many other things Car
the Government do something to see that nurses who
are qualified here will receive a Certificate of similar
standard as that which nurses who are similarly
‘qulified receive in England? That in itself would
be an attraction for them to remain here.

My second suggestion is that the time has come
when you will have to increase the remuneration ot
nurses at the General Hospital. I am going to make
a statement of fact to which I hope the Hon. Minis-
ter will give an answer. Is it a fact that within the
last three months 29 nurses were recruited at the
General Hospital and for the first month which they
all worked, only nine of them were paid and at the
end of the second month that nine again were paid
and at the end of the third month they paid a few
more and the others left in the fourth month; which

_means that about 19 of those nurses were not in re-

ceipt of any money at all? By what yardstick have
vou measured those whom you hiave paid against
those whom you have not paid? T would like the Hon.
Minister to give an answer to that question if he
ean,

I have criticised on the floor of this House the
General Hopital and the people who handle the
I have bad to ecriticise on the floor of this
House the rudeness of some of the Matrons and im-
ported officials at the General Hospital and after

_some time it ceased; I heard no more of it. The Hon.

Minister of Health knows well enough that some of

the criticisms when investigated were found to be ab-
solutely correct. Now, I have observed that some of

the girls who had requested letters of recommenda-

tion from the Matron and other such persons at the’
Hospital were spoken to very rudely. I am saying:
this beecause I would like it to be known that when

officials are imported they are still servants of the

people, and while we should not encourage nurses:

to be rude to the Sisters and what not, we are not

‘prepared to condone with any Sister or any such
“type of person to be using any insulting languzge to -
That sort of thing has been re-:

any of our girls.

ported to me. When our girls make such applica-

tions, they are told that they are mot needed in-

England and what not.

T do not apreciate the reason why they do not
want our girls to go to England and why they put
on so much airs when they see them going.
come here feeling they are supreme: so thev hate to
see our girls go to this country to see the conditions
nnder which they live. T want this to be borne in
mind, Mr. Chairman. My eriticism is mot confined
to European heads only. because what the honourable
senior member for St. Philip said was also brought
to mv notice.

8.15 pam. ;
1 understand now that Government has appoint-

«d a Selection Committee comprising of certain local

people. Now, T want to draw this to the Minister’s
’ it is infinitely better to have people who
are white on the Selection Committee than to have
black ones who feel they are white, Mecanse in so
doing you select the worst tvpe for the Committee—

seme who have ecome from absolutely down to bottom

Theyv’

and who are more likely to insult the girls than the
white ones on the Committee. I will repeat: it 1is
Letter to put white people on the Committee than
to put black ones who have been dragging up, aud
i detest them more than the white ones. When we
are therefore looking for people to put on the Selec-
tion Committee, let them remember they are by the
graze of God more fortunate, and who if they did
not have a School certificate or a job would find them-
selves before the Committee. But one wonders whether
instructions have been given to them to do this. What
the hon. membker said is true; there is no white per-
son who would ask a girl if she can speak Welsh,
but some black Hottentot. Can you imagine a person
lcoking at a girl who may have got superannuated
from a school and asking her if she can speak Welsh
purely because she has no School Certificate? This
18 plercing to me when I think of it. We have got
-0 get up in this House and criticise some of the peo-
ple for the attitude they have adopted, but I do
appreciate Government’s attitude in getting people
who would know more than they, but they unfortu-
nately got middle-class Barbtadian women of whom
i is typical to skin up their noses at every little
black girl in the place because they do not want
tiiem to get too near to them. It is a most ridiculous
state of affairs that you should have to put them on
ti:e Committee, and the same girls come back com-
; 'aining for them and the attitude they are adopting.
I do not want to go into the question of the Hospi-
ral tonight, but T just want the Minister to answer
the questions I have asked as he is fully conscious
ihat when T make a statement on the floor of this
House T can back it up with proof. Tf it is a faect
that these people are putting obstacles in their way
by asking embarrassing, stupid questions, it would
appear therefore, that they were sent there to pre-
vent the girls from going or from even getting an
opportunity to go. T would like you to speak to them
and let them know they should not try to stop people

from going out of the country, because if it appears

vou are attempting to put people there who are not
allowing them to go out, we are bound to get on a
rublic platform and let people know now how we
feel about it. Would the Minister say what he
nows about the twenty-nine girls who have been
*maploved np there and who have not been paid and
why thev were treated so? :

One last point: it is commonplace at the Hospi-

‘tal to take these girls on and after working them for

three. months-—would the Minister listen, because

“you have to answer me?—you look at them and say,

“‘well, you just have not got through and not
another word.”” You may not have liked the looks
of the girls: but if they work for three months and
do not get through, you should still give them sonue-
{hing for the three months they have worked. 1
would like to know semething about that beeause
the last person this morning who came to me

abf)ut this matter did mot- know this was
going to be discussed but he was very in-
dignant about the  treatment of his daughter

She mav not have got through her exams. her
head might be too high or you may have said she
raight be eivil but nor servile. The honourable
riember might say that T am a member of the Hospi-
fal Advisorv Committee, but let me fell voun this: T
rersonally care very little about that Committee.
Tne duty of the Advisory Committee is not to eall
reetings to say you are going to give out tenders.

I have too much work to do if that is all the
Committee is there for. If you ask me to come and
give my advice on how to do some particular thing,
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1 would say ““yes’’; but if after two years you have
& tender for meat or fish, the Hon. Minister knows
well enough that I would not attend a ieéting for
that purpose. If as a member of the Advisory
Committee I ask anything about the work at the
Hlospital, I would be told that is a matter of admin-
istration and is nothing to do with me. I hope you
will be ablé to tell me as I think you must have had
it on the file because you anticipated there is more
to be sdid on the question of emigration. I want
tirerefore, Sir, the Minister to tell us why they work
some of these girls and after three months dismiss
them and pay them nothing. If I took amybody in
my office and worked them for three months and
then told him: ‘I have tried you out and you would
not do,”’ you would, see the attitude they would take.
they would condemn me before the public; so if you
employ them for three months; at least you should
j:ay them for that time. You would condemn any
gtore in Bridgetown. Tt was an old system here in
Swatt Street for people to employ a person for three
t:oniths, and send them away afterwards: at the
énd of the year they hired nobody at all. You can-
1.6t db that because it is not fdir to them. Why are
vou keeping thesé girls dnd have only paid mme
or tén of them and have riot paid the othér eighteent
825 p.m.

Mr. TUDOR: W% Chifpaan, the political in-
deeéney which ti#sgileFaday for Goverpmendt in this
islattd is notw refipifig itS oW FleH fewards, andl the
shssiice of the constituticliai éohveiitions whieh ougnt
16 giide thig island is fow working the Hardships
which we will khow wotlld cbre. .

We were iiot supposéd t8 Wdve a préviising
Physician 4s Ministét of He#lth: there is fiothing
twhittén in ady Coilstitution wWhiel stated that. ‘rut
beciitise of the low levél to which bur polities have
been brovight, it Sppeared 18 thoss wlic hre réspon.
gible for giving d§ Minidterial Govethment that be.
éiiise one of theif nuimbef hdppehy to be & Duoeted,
ke wds mobre stiited t6 bé Ministéf ot Healtk. It is
jast as they aige tHat Beciiise Bue of tHeif fittmber
t.as had sofne éxperigHéé in Pritfidry, Sééohdaty &id
Pagher Bducatiofi, thefeforé, hé shiuld Hive tHe
port-folio for Bdubatiti. Biit in neither cdse did
thev consider fifst the feeds of thé pebpleé of the
Tsland which they would adfnittister. Thefefore, the
¢Hickens have dothe Hoiis tb toost in almest every
Depattment i the a@mitistration of this Island, put
it héfe ote so than the Dépattinents of Health and
Biutdtioti. Of the hash which hds been made of
Trade, Infustiy and Cofitinercs, there is to tifig to
spédk tonight, or of that Honsehse which hds bé n
ghing on in thé Ministry of Communidation, Works
andl Housing. i _

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I +ould like to find out
¥ofi the Hon. Métber 6t What Ttém He it speakiig?

Mr. TUDOR: T am #lad, Mt. Chairmat. that
yuu lidte refilinted tie (:El your 6% tutivs; T eafinot
nake a spééeh ithless T am iit il ctthmand of the
matter on Which T 41 peaking All that goes to
show that thérs is sotéthirg radivally wiong iiot
iiecessarily with thém, but with us becatse the
fuhdaimental prinsiples of Demioerdtic Government
sitst be_ that ho Bovernment ean really be more
oolish than thé people who put it in potver, We
ire now drawing the attentioh of this Chamber to
the 101 things which are %wrong with the Hospital
and with the administration of Public Health gener-
21y ih this Island. Tt i & lon¥, sickening and sorry
tale of wisthanagement and negléet; bt if, Mt
tthajrman. there was one influentidl voice in this
island with a sense of responsibility to guestion the

propriety of theé Minister 6f Health Who happeiis to
be a practising Physician—

Hou. Dr. H. 4. . CUMMINS: Ui a point of
Order. Are we considering this Resolution in re-
spect of the training of these addititiial Niirsest

Mr. CHATRMAN: Ves. _
~ Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Then, will the
Lon. member corifine himself to the Resolution which
is before him? o _

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The honourable member may
proceed. L ‘

Mr. TUDOR: I was justifying my statement that
the Minister of Health is a practising physiciah, and
it is because lie is a practising physician that he has
no time to attend to the poor people in the Institution.
If there was one responsible person in this island whe
could enforce the working of the Hospital, and the
functions which should go with Ministerial Govern-
meiit, he would not be telling us now by implication
of the neglect for which he is responsible. He pre-
sided over a Ministry which is, perhaps, the most vital
ode in the island, and yet from week to week, if not in
here; someiwhere else, his attention is continually
being drawn to what happeus at the Hospital; he is
now going to pretend to us that he is only now but
he is now going to pretend to us that he has only
now discovered (or; only in recent weeks) that he
rmeeds more nurses. It is that he meeds more of
everythirig connected with the administration of
his Ministry; he is only sitting in his Ministry
tomfooling and doing nothing with the port-folio
which he has to administer.

Anybody would be surprised to hear of neglect
in the Hospital when it occurs to him that a Doctor
is the Fead of that Ministry. T hdve stood in
this louse before, and challenged him on an ap-
pointment made at the Hospital in the Departmént
of Medical Services — an appointment which I
thought at that time was not in the best intérest of
this Colony. .

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I was waiting on the hon.
member to make his point but it does not seem to
me as if he is going to make it; { am therefore ask-
ing him now to keep to this Resolution. This Reso-
lution is a Resolution for $37,779 to be granted
from the Public Treasury and placed at the dis-
posal of the Governor-ih-Executjve Committee to
supplenient the Estimate 195657, Part 1 — Cuf-
rent, as shown in the Supplementary Estimate
1956—1957, No. 14, which forms the Schedule fo
this Resolution. The Addendum te this Resolution
savs this: “To provide for the training of thirty-
five (85) additional Student Nurses in consequence
of the heavy loss of the trained Nursing Staff and in
anticipation of further resignations.”” I am quite
willing to hear the hom. member on that.

Mr. TUDQR: Are you finished Sir?

Mr. CHATRMAN: Yes. ‘ .

Mr. TUDOR: I wag saying that that Officer
who happens to be the Medioal Supetifitendent of
the very Hospital whose Nurses yow are inviting ine
to diseuss is, T think, the saving factor of what
would otherwise be a disastrous situation, and
although T ecriticised him on the working of the
Hospital then. I wish to say on the floor of this
House now that I take back everything I have said
about hifi, because in making contact with him in
the actual atmospheéie of the Hospital, T find that
he is not only a tower of strength, but he appears
to have @n uphill task in runhing the Institution
of which he is the Medical Superintetident. T wish
to pay him public tribute for the work which he is
doing becatise T know what he is up against.

t It is alright for people when thev atre consid-
ering the Hospital to talk as if it is being admin-

>
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istered from the very top with the utmost care and
attention; but that is not the case. The situation
which has developed now with respect to the

‘Nurses is a situation which everybody except the

Minister of Health had foreseen. He knows (who

better than hef) that there is, and has been for some
time, a shortage of nurses. He knows of the disgust’

which has motivated a lot of them in leaving the

,Hosplta.l of the frustration which faces those that
‘do “retain, ‘and of the utter lack of the prospect

which was expected of the nurses when they most
deserved it. If he knows that and does nothing
about it, then he does mnot deserve to be the
Minister of Health; and if he does not know it,
then he is not dese"vmg of a seat in this Assembly
atune with the rest of us who know 1it,

The Nurses feel that, first of all, they are not
convineed that their conditions of service while
they are being trained are the most ideal. They
are convinced that their superiors the Matron and
the people immediately under her, look upon the
Barbadian girls as being inferior to them. These
girls pass as their personal servants and, as it were,
as intruders who are impertinent enough as to want
to go abroad to he trained as Nurses.

8.35 p.m.

As if that honourable profession should be
denied Barbadian girls! It is largely due to the
mounting unemployment in this Island, and nothipg
other tham that, which has turned the attention of
so large a number of our girls to the profession of
aursing. It is not %0 much that the majority of them
feel that they had a call to be a nurse but because,
like any other profession, it can bring in money;
and money is what they need in these hard times
wkich they experience. The story told of their
neglect, in some cases to discourage the going out
of girls <0 be trained, is too well known to be re-
peated, but it has to be emphasised because it is
that, and nothing else, which has caused us to be
in the position which we find ourselves.

It is curious that these nurses whom the Minis-
ter wants trained and for whom he is now making
provision—he does not want them to be trained as
midwives; but, perhaps, there is nothing in that be-
cause they may feel that there is no necessity to train
those girls as midwives as the work done by midwives
is becoming less and lesa

However, so far as the General Hospital is con-
cerned, there are a lot of things to which they should
pay particular attention. First of all, every en-
touragement should be given to the Barbadian girls
whom they are trainine to rice on the staff of the
degree that there merits and talents permit; and
secondly, that those circumstances which make for
happy, contented and efficient nurses should be =n-
eouraged. One such cirecumstance is, of course, the
food and nourishment which they are given. [A
VOICE : They get @ood food] Yes, T do know that
they get good food but it is not cooked properly. The
one such circumstance which stands out among all
others and which should be drawn to the Hon. Min-
ister of Health is that the murses are required to Jdo
strenuous and exacting work on very little or poorly
cooked food. You spend almost $300,000 on provis-
ions. You have the opportunity, Mr. Chairman, of
purchasing the best food that there is, and you also
have the opportunity of -cooking it properly, because
there is the possibility of employing the best cooks,
dhefs and eooking ex»rts. So there is no excuse that
patients or nurses should be deprived of that nourish-
ment which is necessarv for the restoration of health
n the dase of the patients; and the completion of their
duties in the case of the nurses.

Another thing, is this, Mr. Chairman. if Bar-

‘badian nurses are made to feel that there is something

raulcally wrong with their wanting to go fuither
in their profession, and every obstacle is put in their
way and every discouragement is shown to them,
merely beecause they may want to be the best type
of nurse that they can be, you will be fostering a
feeling among them that you are only employing
them. at the General Hospital on precisely the same
basis on which you employ janitors and janitresses
in the schools; that is just to do a job of work, the
iutrinsic value of which does not concern you; and
therefore, you are giving as little encouragoment as
you can. The fear and the suspicion which some
rurses have, namely that for some particular reason
or the other, they will not be allowed to qualify in
their profosslon, is the one thing which you must
remove: and the quicker, the beter.

‘I'hings like living-out allowances and ration al-
lowances are administrative provisions: and it should
r.ot take a lot of energy on the part of the Hon.
Minister and his subordinates to work out a smit-
able arrangement with. the nurses and the people
congerned in those matters. It is silly to have people
complaining that something is wrong with their
laundry and ration allowances. That js something
which can be settled by agreement, just by hearing
what people have to sauy on the matter and what
you have in mind to meet their requirement and
striking a balance between the two. There are com-
plaints which arise out of the fact that these mat-
ters are not satisfactorily settled.

There is even a more important aspect to this
matter. If these Barbadian girls who either work at
the General Hospital or abroad and have left, or
who have never been to the Hospital and have been|
now trained can be convinced by you that there is
a future for them in your local Hospita] and in
your health services generally, their patriotism will
cause them to return home so as to take their place
in the ranks of the Public Service of this island. Tt
is sheer meecessity which is preventing them. Where
they are trained, guite naturally, as well trained
nurses, they will take every opportunity to set out
further for better prospects rather than to return
If the Hon. Minister of Health would rise to the
occasion, and show by actual deeds the poliey that
he has, and that his Government is really interested
in providing efficient hospital services, and if he can
communicate that convietion to those girls who are
abroad, he might succeed in getting a number of
them to come back and take wp positions which they
should take.

But they cannot be blamed if they do net sce 'n
stich evidence a change of heart or a change of policy
and you canmot expect nurses, Mr. Chairman, who
have had to leave their own nospital—and with such
difficulty—+to seek further training in the United
Kingdom or Canada, to consider lightly the question
of returning to the set of conditions from which
they have so happily escaped. It is therefore most
important that the poliecy of the hospital should be
constantly under review, that the Minister of Health,
if he can spare the time away from his own private
practice, might pay = little more attention to what
s his first and foremost duty, so that the hospital
for which he is responsible mav receive a little of

‘the attention that it deserves and that the people

who work ‘there should give of their best to their
fellow countrymen.
'8.45 . pm.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, there is
an aspevt of ‘this matter that should be drawn to the

notice of this House an@l vubliec. Yon may not be
aware of it, but th Barbados a strange occurrence

has taken plac,c, that is, these student nurses or
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any one empiloyed by this Government today are
debarred from joining a T'rade Union. It would be
strange to know that the Government has stated that
it is illegal for the workers who are employed with
the Highways and Transport to be members of the
Trade Union; therefore, it is also illegal for thesa
student nurses to be memlers. The hospital now
is using momey out of Colonial Development and
Welfare Funds; and one of the things which the
Colonial Welfare Agct has indicated is that no funds
thould be paid out in any territory in which a
Trade Union cannot function; and the very wov
ernment of this Island is debarring these people
from. becoming members of the Union. 1 can say here
that Mr. Matthews from [.L.Q. and his labour code
which is to be produced to the Union is going to
be make a settlement for them; but I hope when I
ccme to deal with the Trade Union Aect, and the
amendment that stands in my name, I will be able
to have the matter settled. It is a disgrace that Bar-
bados which boasts of the best . constitution in the
West Indies, should not have this, while next door
in Trinidad and in British Guiana these people
can be members of a Trade Union of their choice.
The Barbados Government says it is illegal ior
these people to become members of a Trade Union
and they have not even given a reason why it is
illegal. I say that you are sleeping on these import-
ant democratic rights of the people who have to vote,
and that you should attempt to ameliorate them and
put them in order; but in 1956 with Government
using millions of dollars to rerovate the Hospital,
they are saying that these nurses cannot join a
Trade Union and we feel the Salaries’ Commissioner
~ill have to speak for these people. Are you going
ty ask the Minister to speak for them, or should they
have their own representative? I draw it to the
notice of the public so that those of us who feel
strongly about aspects of public life would take it
up

Hon G. H. ADAMS: I would like to reply to
that remark. The Government of barbados has said
nuthing of the sort, let alone any Act saying that.
The Civil Service Regulations says a person must
belong to his own Association and through the As-
-sociation he can bring up any complaints or griev
ances. That has nothing to do with the Governmens ;
and even if it did, I would support it. We have a
‘Llivil Service, with divisions suitable to the different
ranks of the Civil Service. with their own officers
and Presidents, and they can put up every concerv
able grievance. If they have not got the guts {o o
it, that is a matter for them. Many Government in-
stitutions like the Police hawve their own Association,
and I repeat it has nothing to do with the Govern
ernment of Barbados. T knew about this night before
last from reading a corv of the Report which the
Trade Union is going tn make. but for the hon. mem-
ber to get up and make an acensation acainst the
Government of Barbados when some of us have
known only since he knew and his statement about
the JTighways and Transport employees gives a com-
uletely wrong imnression of what this Government
has had to do with the watte=.

Mr. F. In WALCOTT: I repeat, whethe- it is a
wrong impression or not. it is his feeling since 1925
of what a Trade Union should be. Even today he
feels that the Trade Union should not strike or
should onlv do so after they have received his anv-
probation. but the Government states it is illegal for
members of Highways and Transport to he members
of the Trade Union. He wants to divide the Govern-
ment so that when there is something good, Govern-
ment will get the praise, but when there is something

adverse, there are like Jekyll and Hyde especially
when they teel we are masters of this place. We are
not masters. When we can see in Trimidad, Jamaica,
British Guiang these people are members of the
‘trade Union and that the Police ¥orece is not de-
barred, what monumental nonsense is he telling us
here tonight. Nurses who are members of a Trade
Union have nothing to do with the Association; an
Associauion Is not a ‘trade Union. A 1'rade Union
has to be registered under the Act; you can join an
Association but not a Trade Union because you are
not registered under the Trade Union Act. He would
like to keep them out of a Trade Union, but I say if
that is his theme he is living in @ Fool’s Paradise;
and if he is not going to allow them to join a Trade
Union he would see he would have to send for troops
as they had to in Cyprus.

tron. &, H., ADAMS: | have no desire whaieval
to anticipate what is going to happen in the future.
When the appropriate time comes for the honourable
member to continue as he is continuing, the people
of this Island do not have to hear me say it but there
are others who will know that the honourable mem-
Ler is repeating an accusation wholly untrue. 1
have heard members on my left express surprise at
what the honourable member said to-day that the Civil
Service and Civil Servanis are responsible for con-
ditions to the Head of the Government. You have a
Public Service Commission and you also have Colon-
ial Office Regulations and as Civil Servants you come
under them. T was not saying that the same things
that apply to the Execultive grade of the Civil Ser
vice apply in its entirety to the Policemen. I merely
said it was a practice of many Governments and in
many countries for Civil Servants and Police to have
their own associations rather than join the ordinary
Trade Union.

I do not mind what the honourable member says
about me or about this Government: he will have to
run back to this Government for protection and safety
a1 he AHd in the Advocate strike.

Mr. ¥ L. WALCOTT : T will not have that. Wh-n
vou find a coward like him in a debate like this talk-
ing about running for safety, when he wanted to tell
us at the meeting that there was an illegal strike,
T challenge him to come over to the Union on Sunday
and see if the people do not throw him down the
stairs. He is a villain.

[Asides.]

Mr. BARROW : Rose to speak.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the honourable member
take his seat for a moment? I am drawing to the
attention of the hon. junior member for St. Peter
that he has disobeyed the gavel of the Chair; I want
to draw the hon. member’s attention to the fact that
he is breaking the Rules of the House by disobey-
ine the Chair.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am very sorry, Mr.
Chairman, but you will remember the remark which
was made by the Hom. Premier.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must take
his seat.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Do you want an apology,
Mr. Chairman? I am pointing out that that remark
made by the Hon. Premier is the type of remark
which youn will get in an alley or a rum shop. I am
very sorry for that, but he will get his true deserts.

Mr. BARROW: I deplore the turn which the
dehate has taken especially when the hon. senio
member for St. Joseph was so ill advised to raise
the questiom

Mr. CHATIRMAN : If the hon. member is going
to speak, let him speak on this Resolution. I am not
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entertaining anything other than that; this Resolu-
dion is in respect of the training of Nurses.

Mr. BARROW : Precisely, Mir. Chairman, but
arising out of these Nurses are the remarks which
have heen inade by the hon. senior member for St.
Joseph. T am really on a point of information. I
nnderstood the hon. member to say vis-a-vis the
status of the Nurses amd everybody else, that the
1vil Service is a Civil Service and the Government
75 the Government.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am nothing to do with
that | ASIDES]. The hon. junior member for St.
Lucy bas had his time to speak. I am asking the hon.
~euior member for St. George to deal with this Reso-
Wtion; T am nothing to do with the Civil Service.

Mr. BARROW : This is a Resolution for tne Civil
Service, and arising out of the Resolution, the hon.
senior member for St. Joseph has said that the Civil
‘Servants should have an Association. I only want
to know what the Auditor General was doing at his
meeting earlier in the month.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: You cannot have any
pontifical statement being made by anyone so as ‘o
throw salt in the eyes of the Legislature, that these
pevple cammot join a Trade Union unless it is an
Association of themselves alone, That is not true.
In Antigua these people are members of the Trade
Union; in Trinidad, you have Civil Servants be-
longing to the Federated Workers’ Union, and are
you telling us in Barbados now that you would not
allow these people, or are you going to tell these
people even if they want to join a Trade Union which
is not a Civil Service Trade Union, that they have no
right to join it? That is one of the main charters
for which we fought at the 1.1.0.; are you saying
that people like these should not be entitled to be
members of a Trade Union? If it is illegal, how does
it become illegal? Does the Trade Union Act deprive
these people from being members of a Trade Union?

Over ten years ago, the Colonial Office gave
people the right to join Trade Unions; the Teachers
have a Union and they are registered. In Trinidad
the Teachers’ Union is ‘affiliated with the Trinidad
& Tobago Union, and you have the Federated
Workers’ Trade Union represented by workers in
Trinidad. The Transport Workers’ Union in British
Guiana is the most powerful organisation in B.G.. Do
you want to tell me that because these people are
drawing their salaries from the Government that
they cannot be members of a Trade Union? T say
that if these people want to be members of a Trade
Umndon, they must have the right to be such, and
nobody can debar them.

Imagine the Hon. Premier saying that if these
people want to be members of a Trade Union he
would not support that. and that if they have an
Association let them be members of that Association!
That is just like our passing a Law saying that if
vou want to be & member of a Union, you must be a
member of the Barbados Workers’ Union, because
that is the only Trade Ulnion. The Government did
not reply to that letter and say that they feel that
this Union does not represent the majority of people,
therefore they are not recognising it; they said i
is illegal. When the Hon. Premier gets 76 or 8¢
years old, I will be his age: if any of the Ministers
of the Government feels today that in any industrial
matter in which the Government has to intervene,
that somebody has to run to them, then I say that
they are living im a fool’s paradise.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am speaking to the hon.
junior member for St. Peter. The hon. member is
straying from this Resolution: he should not allow
his temper to overrule him.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I am endeavouring to
point out —— -

-Mr. CHAIRMAN : I will' warn the hon. member.’
Let me read this to him: ) e

A standing order passed on 28 February, 1880,
and amended on 22 November, 1882, provided that’
when a Member is named by the Speaker for grossiy
disorderly conduct, disregarding the authority of the
Chair or abusing the rules of the House by persist-
ently and wilfully obstructing the business of the
Iouse or otherwise, a motion may be made ‘‘That
such Member be suspended from the service of the
House,”” upon which the Speaker forthwith puts the
question, no amendment, adjournment or debate
being allowed. i

When a Member is named by the Chairman to a
Committee of the whole House, the Chairman forth-
with suspends the proceedings of the Committee and
reports the circumstaunces to the House.’®

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, 1t 1s
not my intention to disregard your ruling. You sat
and heard the remarks which were only a reply to
what I said originally. What I was at pains to point
out was that in so far as those student nurses are con-
cerned, there should be no illegality so far as their
having the right to join a Trade Union and there
should be no question that in any group of workers
joining a Trade Union and any dislocation taking
place and Government having to intervene, that
romebody will get up and say ‘‘vou had to run to the
fovernment.”” You do not talk of conventions of
Government in a boastful manner. When you oet
them cutting across this. They are trying to show
vou when vou have an industrial dislocation that the
(Yovernment has nothine to do with it. You can
clearly wnderstand from the present motor car in-
dustry and steel strikes which have taken place m
Great Britain and the United States of America
respectively why both Governments had to inter-
vene. Do you think m haviny said ‘‘you had to run
to me and you had to save our souls’’ that you have
done something which. you should not have done?
Any Trade Union would be very discourteous if the
Government intervenes in a dispute and the 1Tuion
says that it is not meeting the Government.

[ was drawing to your attention and to twe
public that nurses or any Public Servants have a
right and should be given the right to join a Trade
Union and that there is noting illegal for them to
join a Trade Union.

Mr. CHATRMAN: 1 say again that this Reso
lution is to provide for the training of 35 additional
Student Nurses. I take.it that these nurses are to
be reeruited and that they are not working yet.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: They should be entitled
to join any Trade Union of their choice; because
they are working people.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I think ]
should make my position clear. The hon. junior
member for St. Peter said that the Government pass-
ed some law to nrevent Government Servants from
joining a Trade Union.

Mr. F. . WALCOTT: I never said that the
Government passed any law; I said that the Premier
was wrong.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: As far as this Resolution
is concerned, there is nothing about the Highwavs
and Transport Board and I am not entertaining it
any more.

The guestion is that this Resolution—

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: You cannot put the
guestion yet, Sir. I asked some questions.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman.
the hon. senior member for the City did ask some
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guestions. One was as regards some IUTst:
recently employed at the General Hospital who have
not been paid. He asked if I heard that some of
them were not paid. Well, as far as that is concern-
ed, I know nothing about it. [A VOICE: He
never knows anything.]

Thé other duestion wis ih conneétion with the
reeruitment of nurses for overseas.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, if I may
reniind the hon. member, what I did tell the on.
Minister was that 29 nurses were recently taken on
‘at thé General Hospital, and of that number they
pdid nine for the first month, and nine for the secoild
month and at the end of three months there were
sorhe who were not paid anything at all. The next
quostlon was as regards to the poha} of recruiting
them in the ITospital for a period of three months and
then saying to them that they have not qualified or
thdt you aré not sdtisfied with their work, therefore
they can go. If that is so, I am asking the Hon
"Minister to say something.

Hon. Dr. H. . H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
I do not see how that can be so because from the time
girls enter the Hospital to be trained as nurses, they
are paid:

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I see the hon. member’s
position. Mr. Chairman, I never make any state-
ment unless it is a statement of fact. These nurses
were just not paid. I will ask the Hon. Minister o
do thig for me. If he finds that any of the nurses
are not paid, will he promise me that they be called
back and be paid? I am saying again that they
were just not paid. It is not fair to work them as
probationérs and not to pay them.

The question that the Resolution do mow pass
was put and resolved im the affirmative without
diveision.

Supplementary Estimate No. 15 Police:
Furniture for Caribbean Federation

Hon. G. . ADAMS; Mr. Chairman, the next
tesolution is ror the sum of $5,695 to supplement the
Current Estimates. It is comprised of two amounts.

As regaras the first, Head XV — POLICE,
Furniture and Office Equipment, the Note to it says
that of the provision of $50,000 in the 1955-56 Capi-
tal Estimates for the erection of a new Police Station
at Hastings, an amount of $1,440 was allocated for
the purchase of furniture, This allocation has proved
inadequate and an amount of $695 is necessary to
complete the furnishing of this station.

As regards the second—Head XVITI, Caribbean
Federation that is also for furniture. According to
the Note, the Government has recently been &p-
proached to supply on a rental basis the furniture
needed for the Pre-Federal Staff during the time
when the temporary Headquarters which have been
made available for the ‘‘Key’’ Officers of the Fea
eral Government at the mew Bay School Building
are heing used. This Resolution seeks to provide the
sum of $5,000 which is the estimated cost of the
furniture required.

‘We have been asked if we can sapply the fnrni-
ture for the use of the Pre-Federal Staff at a rental
basis. We said that we would do so snbiect to the
Legislature voting the money. 'I‘hev will he renting
it from the Government of Barbados.

If of course the Tederal (.‘amtal comes here it
is rea%nable for us to expect them to ask us to sel
it to thém, but for the time being it will only be rentod

I beg to move that the Resolution for the sum
of $5,695 do now pass.
9.15 p.m.

doun, Dr. Ii. ¢, H. CUMMINS:
that.

The question was put and resolved in the aﬁ'zr
native withowt diwision. ) ‘

On motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CCMMINS sec-
onded by Hon. &. H. ADAMS Mr f‘HAIRMAN re-
rorted the passing of sixz Resolutions in Cimmattee
and Mr. SPEAKER 1esumed the Chair and reported
accordiigly.

On separate motions of Hon. Dr. H, G. H. CUM-
MINS, seconded in each case by Hon. C. E. TALM 4
the Resolutio‘ns were read a first and second time
and agreed fo.

1 beg to second.

BARBADOS LIGHT AND POWER COMPANY

Hon. M. E. COX: Sir, as 1 hinted to Your
1onour this afteriioon you will remember on Tuesday
last the hon. senior metitber for St. George miade a.
statemeiit ‘that the Government had or rathéi the
Barbados Light and Pawer Co. Ltd hdd already be-
gun to lay down pipe lines for the purpose of pump-
ing water from the sea and so on, and that we were
just wasting time coming to the House with this
Resolution. I tried to make a statement at the time
but the House adjourned before I had the oppor-
tunity. I went into the matter very carefully and
there is no foundation of faect in the stateinent what-
ever. All that has happened is that pipes have been
dropped up there, but no excavation or work of any
sort has been carried out. - As a matter of fact, the
Company could not have carried out any work un-
til such time as Legislative approval was given tor
the Resolution., so as I said there is &b@OlUtely no
truth in what the hon. senior member for St. (Jeorge
said.

The Order Puager .’mving neen fired —
TRADE UNION BILL

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Since Government Busi-
ness is finished, before I left here I started to deas
with No. 1 of Private Memoers’ Business standing
in my name; but since that aate, I have not recievs
any information whatever in relation to this matter
With regards to the remarks made by the Premi-r
I cannot accept his statement in good faith that he
has any intention of carrymng out what he said.

Hon. . H. ADAMS: ‘rhe hon. member said
that he cannot accept in good faith any statement
m:de by me, I cannot allow that to pass. I object to
that.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member. . .

Mr. F. I. WALCOTT: T am expressing my
opinion because what he has . . .

Mr. SPEAKER: The nhon. member will allow
me to speak. The hon. junior member for St. Peter
has simp’y said that he no longer believes in the as-
strances given bv the Premier. i would not consider
the words he used referring to h¥s no longer having
good faith in such assurances as being unparliamen-
tery: that is just his mode of thinking.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker. this Bill
s a Bill to amend the Trade Union Aect to nnovxdr
for veaceful picketing whethér it is at a man’s home

or at his place of business. Tt does not matter ‘who

votes or who does not vote. The reason for this
amendment is that a similar Bill exists not only in
Fineland but in other varts of the Caribbean because
it is recarded that if an employer ‘can send to -
hime with a private motor car and bring an employee
to work. the workers have as much rlg"hf to go to
that man’s home and perstrtade him néot to ‘eome ot

e
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Mr. SPEAKER: Does the hon. member intend
tu proceed with this?

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Yes.

Mr. SMITH: 1f the hon. member intends to
proceed with this, I feel it is time that the House
should adjourn for dinner and then come back. It is
twenty minutes to ten now and 1 was in the Chair
all afternoon and I feel if the member wants to
carry on, the House should adjourn or I will have
to leave, because after all my stomach is not like an
ostrich’s.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I have not
the slightest intention of depriving the hon. member
of his dinner, and if it is his wish that the adjourn-
ment takes precedence I would be prepared to do
so, but it is my intention if they have come to the
ernd of Government Business to proceed with this

matter; because after the delay that has taken place,
1 am satisfied we might not see this amendment in
this Session at least. I am here for this Session and
I have to see it through; and after I have got it
through this Session, anybody may amend it or re-
peal it.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speakcr,

I beg to move that this House do now adjourn until
this day week Tuesdav, 7th August, 1956, at three
o’clock p.m

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
SPEARER ad-

miative wilhout division and Mr,
journed the House aceordingly.






