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THE 8 '  

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICEGL REPORT) 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY appointment of the Federal Capitai Fact Finding 
7 I Commission. 

Tuesday, 12th Jume, 1956. 
Pursuant to the adjournment the IIouse of As- 

I M!E'SSSADE No. 7,1956 

sembly met a t  3 o'clock p.m. today. I H i s  Excsllertcy T h e  Goverrzoy 

PRESENT 

His Honour K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker ) ,  
Hon. G. H. ADAMS C M.G., &.C., R.A., (Premier ) ,  
ilon. Dr. H. G. H. CUNMINS C.B.E., M.D., C,M., 
(Mhdster  of Social Services),  Ho71. M. E. Cos, 
(&finister o f  Cornmurticatiorzs, Works  aqzd I i o ~ s i ~  1, 
Mr. L. E. SMITH J.P.. (Clzairmun c f  C ~ m m i t t e e s ) ,  
Hon. R. G. & b p  (Miwister of TrarZe, Trrd~~t9yl & 
Lnbozcr), JIr. 0. T.  AT;,DER, Mr. F. E. NILLEB, M].. 
E. St. A Homm, Mr. V. B. VAUGHAN, Mrs. E. X. 
BOURX,~, Mr. J. C. TUDOR &LA. 

Prayers were read. 

MINUTES 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I have the honour to inform 
!he House that the mii~ntes for the last meeting are 
not yet ready for confirmatiol~. 

DOCUMENTS 

I have the honour to inform the Housc that l 
Save received the following from the Barbados Light 
and Power Company Ltd. - 
Dear Sir, 

Further to our letter dated 29th E'eb- 
ruary, 195m6, we have now received copies of our 
C'hairman's Speech a t  the Annual General Meeting 
of the Barbados Electric Supply Corpcration, and 
forward herenrith a copy for the i n f n r n ~ a t i o ~ ~  of t'n! 
Neinbers of the IIonourable the I-Ioti~e of Assembly. 

Yours faithfully, 
THE BARBADOS LIGHT & PPWE11 

COi?IPA,T\rZT LTD., 
J. R. NELSON 

PAPERS LAID 

Hon. G. 11. ADAh'lS: Mr. S,pealisr. 'L am coin- 
manded to lay the following: 

Hon'ble G. H. Adams, Premier : Mt~ssage No. 
'1/1956 froin His Excellency the (:overnor to the 
Honourable the House of Assembly regarding th*. 

I T o  
T h e  Honoz~rable The. Hozcse of  AssembZy 

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to 
inform the Honourable the House of Assembly that 
the Secretary of State has appointed the following 
persons to serw as the Fact-Finding Conunission on 
the Site of the Federal Capital:- 

Sir Francis Mudie, K.C.S.T., K.C.I.E.' O.B.E. 
( Chairman) 

Professor Myles Wright, F.R.I.B.A., 
Ihver  Professor of Civic Design in  the 
University of Liverpool. 

Mr. A. E .Cook, 0.Ml.G.. 
Pornierly permanent Secretary to the 
Ministry of Finance, Eastern Region of 
Nigeria,. 

' 2. The Commission's terms of reference will 
I be as follows :- 

l l I n  accordance with the recommendations 
of the Conference on British Caribbean Federa- 
tion held in London in February, 1956, (Com- 
mand 9733) to visit those federating territories 
whose Governments wish them to  be considered 
for the location of the Federal Capital or desire 
to express a, view on the site, to examine the 
facts concerning the possible site, and, within 
a period of four months from the appointment 
of the Commission, to make recommendations 
for the consideration of the Standing Federation 
Committee on the three most suitable sites for 
the Federal Capital in  order of preference, 
bearing in mind in ter  nlia the following factors: 

(i) Political and social sentiment throughout 
the area. 

(ii) The convenience of the site in relation 
to the Federal area. 

(iii) The availability of land both for  
immediate building and for future ex- 
pansion. 

(iv) The cost of site preparation and neces- 
sary building on the selected site taking 
into account availability of tempo-, 

I accommodation. 
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(v) The suitability of communication by sea, 
air, cable, telephone and road. 

(vi) The services available :- 
(a )  General accoinmodation including 

housing for staff; (b) hotels; (c) 
general amenities ; (d)  water sup- 
plies; (e) electricity and power ; ( f )  
educational facilities; ( g )  the avail- 
ability of suita,ble recruits for 
snbordinate posts in the Federal 
Service. " 

3. A Resolution to meet this Gove~nment's share 

l 
of the estimated expenses of the Commission will be 
submitted to the L~gislature. 
Government House, 

Barbados. 
12th June, 1956. 

(M.P. C. 461/6) 
K. D. H. ARUNDELb, 

Hon. G. H. ADANS, Premier- Quarterly Re- 
turn of Transactions in Itum to 31st March, 1956. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Premier: The Publir! 
Officers' Loan and Travelling A4110wances (Scheduled 
Officers) Regulations, 1956. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Premier: Thj Civil Estab. 
lishment (General) (-4mendment) No. 15 Order, 
1956. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: Mr. Speaker, I am com- 
nlanded to lay the foll.owing: 

Hon. N. E.  COX, Minister of Communications, 
*~Vorks & Housing: Annual Report of the Harbour 
and Shipping Departrrient for the year 1955. 

Hon. 151. E.  COX, Minister of Comrnnnication,,, 
\&Torks & Housing: Report of the Department of 
ETighways and Transpiirt for the year 1955-56. 

On behalf of the Hon. xinister of .kgriculturo, 
Lands and Fisherim, A Report of the Cane Fire 
Board, 1955. 

PETITIONS 

Mr. GODDARD,: Mr. Speaker, I have to p r e  
sent a Petition from t!~c Barbados Light and Powcr 
Company Ltd. relative to the laying of ~ i p e s  froni 
the sea to their Buildivgs. The Petitioq is respect- 
fully worded, and I beg that it be taken as read. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

11011. G. H. ADAl\/IS: Mr. Speaker, I beg t 
give notice of the following Resolut,ions: 

Resolution to applove the Order entitled "The 
Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment) So. l 5  
Order, 1956 ". 

&solution to place the sum of $5,000 at  the dls- 
posal of the Governor-m-Executive Cc mrniltet* to sup- 
plement the Estimates 1956-57, Par? I-Current, as 
r hown in the Bupplen~entary Estimatj 1966-57, 
No. 7 which forms the Schedule to the Resolution. 

Resolutioi~ to plactl the sum of $9,Wr! a t  the dir- 
vosal of the Governor-:?I-Executive Cammitter: to snp 
plement the Estimates 1956-57, P ~ r t  11-Capitai, 
a3 shown in the Supplementary Estimate 1956-57, 
KO. 8 which forms the Schedule to the Reeolntion. 

Mr. Speaker, the Resolution for 35,000 i s  a %SO- 
i~rtion to vote a sum of money to meet ths rxpenses 
c,f the Federal Capital Fact-Findilig C~oinmissioii, 
and I shall ask the leave of the Howe to deal with 
ii today as the matter is somewhat urgent, and to  
move the necessary suspension of Rules. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give 
notice of the following Resolution :- 

Resolution to place the suim of $10,000 a t  the 8s- 
posal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee t~ 
supplement the Estimates 1956-47, Part  11-Cap- 

ital, as shown i11 the Suppleinentary Estimate 1956- 
57, No. 6 which forlns the Schedule to the Resoh 
tion. 

I should only like to say that with Your Hon 
our's pernliesion this Resolution was circulated to 
t~on. members over the week-end. As this is also a 
very urgent matter, I will be. asking the House to 
agree to the suspension of Rulm 88 & 89 at  a later 
stage to deal with this Resolution in all its stages 
today. 

Also, 1 beg to give notice of a Bill to  amend the 
Public Officers Housing Loans Act, 1952. 

Hon. Dr. H.  G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg 
to give notice of -1 intention to move the House in- 
to Committee of Supply at  its next meeting to deal 
with the R,esolution for $9,000, taking for granted 
that the other two Resolutions which the Premier 
and the Minister of Communications would like to 
proceed with are dealt with today. A t  this stage 1 
beg to give notice of my intention to suspend Rules 
88 & 89 to deal with these two Resolutions. 

PRIVATE N O W E  

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to givd 
notice of a Bill to, authorise the Barbados Light and 
Power Company Limited to construct two or more 
pipe lines to run sea, water to this Company. 

BILLS READ A FIRST WlME 

On the motion of Hon. M.  E.  COX, seconded 
Zy Hon. R. G. J A P P ,  the Bill to amend the Publio 
Officers' Housing Loms Act, 1952, was read a first 
S h e .  

On the motion of Jlr. GODDARD, seconded by 
,Ur. HAYNES,  the BiU to auBhorise the Barbados 
Light and Powler Company Ltd. to construct two or 
more ppelines for pumping sea water to and from 
the Company's works, W O ~ S  read a first time. 

/ RULING Re WORKMEN COMPENSATION 
I BILL 

Mr. W E A K E R :  The ruling which has been 
sought as to whether the motion proposed by thc 
hon. senior member for St. George to amend the 
Workmen's Compensation Act, 1943, is out of order 
is as follows :- 

TYhe amendments proposed seek t o -  
enlarge the employer's' liability in Clause 2, and 
to increase the amounts recoverable by compen- 
sation in Clauses 3, 4, 5 and 6. 
Xow in section 2 of the Workmen's Compensa- 

tion Act 1943 - 2, page 4, employer includes Her 
Ivlaje~ty in Her Government of the Colony. 

Again, according to I\Iay 'S Parliamentary Pro- 
cedure fifteenth edition, Chapter XXVI, under 
Matters requiring the King's recommendations par. 
3, i t  is la,id down that a charge is involved by any 
proposal whereby the Crown would incur liability or 
a contingent liability palyiable out of money to be 
voted by Parliament, CJ (1920), 102. 

It is $herefore my opinion that since within the 
scope of these proposed amendments the Crown is 
liable to incur the expendihre of m n e y  as a result 
of the possible injury to workmen receiving wages 
out of the public funds, that the proposed amend- 
ments are out of order and I so rule. 

SUSPENSION OF RULES 88 AND 89 

Hon. Dr. H.  G. H. CUMNINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
ask leave to move for the suspension of Rules 88 & 

I 89. 
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MISCELLANEOUS, SERVICES (FEDERAL<) 
CAPITAL COMMISSION 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
H m .  M4ister. 

Hon. G. H. ADABiS: Mr. Chairman, the first 
Resolution is for the m of $5,0001 to be placed at  
the disposal of the ~Governor-in-Executive Committee 
for  the payment of Barbados' share of the expenses 
of bringing the Federal Capital Fact Finding Com- 
mission, which was appointed by the Secretary of 
Stake for the Colonies, to the West Indies. This 
Commission will visit the various Caribbean Terri- 
tories including Barbados. I do not know if i t  is 
necessarv to remind hon. members of what they are 
supposed to be doing, but Twill remind them of the 
names of the Commission. I n  case hon. members 
have forgotten or did not nave time to read, I will 
point out by reference to the Message which I read 
earlier, that the names of the Commission are: Sir 
Francis Miudie, K.C.S.1, K.C.IE., 8.B.E. (Chair- 
man), Professor Myles Wright. F.R.I.B.A., Lever 
Professor of Civic Design in the University of Liver- 
pool, and Mr. A. E .  Cook, C.M.G., formerly Perm& 
vent Secretary to the Ministry of Finance, Eastern 
Region of Nigeria. 

These three persons have been appointed as this 
Commission in accordance with the Resolutions pass- 
ed bv the Delegates to tEe Federation Conference in 
London in Pebrnary. The terms of their reference 
are to visit the West Inaies and those territories 
which are to be federated whose Governments wish 
them to be considered for the Tocation of the Federal 
Capital. or who wish to express a view as to the Fed- 
eral site. &itish Guiana has not decided to come iij. 
but wishes to have its rights maintained in respect of 
West Indan Court of Appeal. The Commissioiz will 
select the three most suitable sites for the Federal 
Capitd in order of prefernce, and will submit names 
to the Standinr Committee which is a prolonpatioii 
of the Committee which met in Trondon in February. 
this vear. 
3.35 p.m. 

Our share which is computed in accordance with 
the provision made for shares in regional matters be- 

tween the colonies comes to $5,000. The Commis- 

served that we have gone too far  now to be able to 
withdraw ourselves, and I realise tbat the only thing 
which Barbados stands to benefit from being a unit 
is the snccess in gettinq the Capital here. I make it n6 
secret that is my only hope for Barbados to benefit 
econon~icallf because without such economic benefits 
we are no where. regardless of what political status 
might come to these colonies through Federation. 
That is my feeling. 

I am therefore going to make a final suggestion1 
and a final appeal to all concerned and i t  is this: 1 
feel the lead should be take11 by Government in co- 
operation with the Press and Radio, parochial bodies 
and the various institutions-social and otherwise- 
in this colony to come together on this issue and sink 
all differences, wherever they might have been, so as 
to assist in creating a favourable impression on ttlose 
Commissioners who are expected to bc comiag here 
in the not too distant future. 

The reason why I say these things is because 1 
irould be very unhappy myself to know that we have 
entered on so long a journey without having anv 
tangible benefit brought to us. As i t  is s3id, so lonq 
as we have entered there is no coming out;  but  the 
added responsibilities, financially ana othvwise, will 
be on our shoulders already. I therefore feel it is my 
duty, even although my voice may be a lone one on 
this issue, to appeal to the Government an2 all those 
concerned to do whatcrer lies best :it their disposal 
to see if that favourable impression ca11 Le created 
to enable Barbados to be the Federal Capital. TVt% 
have the Commercial Elements, the Tonl-ist Boartl, 
the Publicity Committee, the Orchid Circle, the 
T\Tuseum and other organisations, and T hope Gov- 
ernment will through it7 maehiherp ask those 
tarious bodies to do whatever they can to create that 
ievourable impression which is very mudL needed. 

What is more, the least thing which we can d3 
to help Barbados-we having lost wan7 opportuni- 
ties already, probably through an attempt to play 
the inanagernent part, and that has c a u s ~ d  us to he 
,acking in certain opportunities which some other 
colonies have been ablt to give. T d~ hope that this 
Island will be successful in  getting IT hat i l l  nip opiq- 
ion i t  reasonably dese~ ves. 

I 
Hon. Dr. H. G.. H. CUl\;lMINS : I beg to moie 

that R,ules 88 and 89 be now suspended. 
Hon. M. E.  OOX: I beg to second that. 
The motion unas put and agreed to. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move 
thak Committee of Supply be taken as the first Or- 
der of the Day, and that i t  be an  instruction d the 
House when the House is in Committee to consider 
the two Resolutions for $5,000 and $10,000 respec- 
tively, of wlhich Notice h m  just been given. 

Mr. GODDARD: Before that is done. I should 
like to say that we had one Resolution circulated to 
US. [Hon. !G. H. ADAMS : The other one will be 
circulated later on]. Very well. 

Hon. Dr. H. a. H. CUiMMINs : I beg to move 
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair, and the 
House go into Committee of Supply. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I bec to second that. 
The qrcestiom was put and agreed to. 
Mr. BPEAIZER left fh,e Chuir, and the House 

went into C o d t t e e  of &LPP~Y, Mr. X H T H  b e i ~ g  
in  the Chair. 
Mr. P. L. IVALCOTT eqrtered the House a d  took 
Itis seat. 

sioners should be here about the 25th or 26th June  
this month. They are coming to Barbados first, then 
going on to Grenada, Trinidad and some of the 
other Islands. 

l do not think i t  necessary for me to say any- 
thing more.1 am sure hon. members will remember 
siibstantiallj~ the terms and reference of the Conimla- 
slon. I t  will be inappropriate and quite un-Barba- 
dian for me to say anything further as to whaqt we 
may hope would be their recommendation. I beg to 
move that this Resolution be now agreed to. 

Hon. Dr. H. Q. H. CUMNINS: I beg to second 
that. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, would it be 
possible for the Hon. Premier to tell us what is the 
total cost of the expenses? It canld be workell out 
if we had the percentages but we do no€ have them. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I am sorry I have no6 
the files before me, bat  I do remember when the mat- 
ter was first mentioned in the Executive i t  appeared 
as if there was some confusion as to whether we were 
using the percentages used by the Regional Economic 
Comniittee. I think our share is either 8% or 12%. 

Mr. AI,\IADER: hlr. Chairman, I am going to 
make a few remarks on this Resolntion because T 
was one of those few persons who was not fully con- 
vinced of the benefits which would be accrued to 
Barbados in a Federated West Indies. I have ob- 
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The quest io~z t ha t  t 7~e  Resolz~tion, do  ?IOU: pass 
was put a"nd resolved in t he  affirmatice w)itl~o?tt divis- 
(0% 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE, 1956-5'7 NO. 6 

% Seawall at Princess Alice Field 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, this Resolu- 
tion is for the sum oi $10,0100 to carry out certall' 
repairs to the seam+all aiound the Princess illice arQa 
which was recelltly' dalnaged by the high seas. The 
+Iddendum explains the Resolution quit. f tllly. The 
Director of Public Wcrks has estimated for this job 
and  intends carrying i t  out. I hardly think there 1s 
anything more I can aay on it. I n  case hall. melu- 
hers want any further information, I will be qui'-e 
willing to  give it. 

According to the Addendum, the sea~vall a t  the 
Princess Alice Playii~q Field has been c'.n!ll~ged t)v 
the recent heavy seas a t  its southern s-.et!on ac.3 
about 160 feet of the val l  has collapsed. The repajr 
of this walLis a matter of some urgellcy, riot onhl 
from the point of saqing the land now used as a 
playing field7 hut  also of protect in^ the 2ew access 
road to Water Harbour area. I beg to move 
that this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. S. CUMMINS: I beg to sea- 
ond that. 
3.45 p.m. 

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Chairman, wllcreas I 
loat  this Resolution ic necessary fcr th? preserva- 
tion of -11s at  the Princess Alice k'layilig Field, 1 
\-~ould still like to makr a few remayks vc-!?ich might 
be of use to the Gover:lment. One of the? is that 1 
see they say in the Resolution they sre going to use 
concrete walls; but they have done that already and 
i t  has proved a failure. I know wh&c 1 231 going t~ 
suggest is very expensive, but  I believe it i~ the only 
thing in  the long run '%at can stand these tremrndons 
Leas; and i t  is: interlocking steel pile., They art: 
expensive, but I believe they are used in all parts 
sf the wharves throughout the world. WC ha? to use 
them here because we used to use green heart and 
:he beating of the waves used to c:~t oll+ the heart 
and we were forever putting them back. This is a per- 
nianent job and I am suggesting to the Minister that 
he consider putting this mater before his Head of 
Department. I think h: will find it may cost a little 
more, but whatever is done wlill be well c?one as far  
as sea walls are concerned. Another {h ing  which 
<:rises out of this, though not conrsected with ths 
Xesolution, because it says hat this money 1s to Pro- 
berve the roads a t  present being constructed for th? 
Deep Water Harbour. Well, Sir. I am wondering if  
Government has observcd what this sea is doing; alld 
ns they have not yet accomplished the entrance of 
the Dfeep Water Harbour which will he ill t h ~ ' ~  
neighbourhood, to my mind they should bring this 
local d i a u l t y  to the eugineers when thev collie hero 
to make final plans to consider this mattor, beeaun? 
& h ~ 0  seas from there right around +he West Coa5t 
c f  this Island are most stupendous At this time of 
the year unless we get a hurricane the qea on that 
coast from, say, Speightstown back to Needham'z: 
I'oint is the calmest sea in  the world; but  if yon 
take what happened i11 the period betufeei. Qeeembrr 
and April it is a totally different mattrr; n-d I figure 
hir, that  this has escaptd the of the enyineert 
or  the of this Harbour in considering thts .  
' h e y  should certainly make considerable changes to 
*e entrance of the pr-posed Deep WatrT lTarbour., 
because if they do not do this, either i t  w~ l l ld  allvai 
be sinking up  and we would be dredging from Jarln. 
ary to December to get it cleared, or you \\.ill al- 
ways be replacing the embankmentq or breakTvatc?r 

HOUSE 
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f,r whatever i t  is you will have to build to protect tilo 
ha] bour at  this end. I put this suggestion to the 
Oovernment bgcanse I Enppen to know a little abou; 
the effects of these seas from various experiences I 
have had, and I know what i t  is: that unless you 
~ o m e  a t  the right time cnd see them, people ~vil l  not, 
helieve you ~vhen you tell them about it aiid the 
damage that can be dolie. 

Xr .  GODUARD : Jlr.  Chairman, 6wo1 meek: 
a ~esolutioll callle here for $1,500 for the repair 

of Pelican Islalld alld occasion I told then. 
;llat that money lvould have beell bether spent on 
the repair of the seawalls a t  the Princess Alice Play- 
illg Field ill of the fact that the Deep water 
Harbour the work begull on the water  
bSur ,vas in the offillg. ~h~ Minister of Communi- 
caljons under wllose portfolio this falls mentioned 
lloti~ing about Princess Alice Playing Field at  the 
'til,,e, althoxlgh it must lla-je been drawn to his at- 
tention then that it was in need of repairs, because 
(jl~U,OQO 1s a lot of lnoney and, seawalls that a r s  

that extent must have been dram to his 
attelltion. i ~ ~ ~ l ,  he did not make ay comlnent o,l 
,c but he made olle on the water  
bollr aJld how sooll might it,. I won+r 
i f  he is to give any further light on the 
Decp Wa,ter Harbour and what progress has beeri 
u,?de so far  about consulting the engineers arrivicg 
in Barbados with, a view to getting the contract 
ready. Hb did make a bit of a statement then ovei* 
~ ~ ~ l l i c h  he hesitated and then tried to retract, but if 
he has any improved comment to make we would be 
delighted to hpar. This, 1 am sure, is necessary bc- 
cnuse they have already begull to put  permane~lt, 
roads a t  the back of the Princess Alice Playing Field 
and unless some protection is made, these are likely 
to go into the sea as well. But  what I would also 
like to ask him too is, a t  what point in the Princess 
Mice Playing Field is it proposed to pick up and go 
to Pelican Island. As far  as I can see from the maps, 
i t  seems that if this breakwater, for  the damage on 
the Princess Alice Playing Field, is a t  a point, a t  

i t  might be attempted to be out to Pelican 
Island, i t  will be .Llnnecessary to put so permanent a 
structure in the repair job. Surely, the  engineers 
must have taken that into account: because to go 
and put down a lreakwater of this grandeur and 
expense a t  a point within the works to be developed 
in the Deep Water Harbour would both be unneces- 
sary and a waste of money. I do hope that they have 

.*.zken that into account. 
Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I amreciats 

+hc made by the hen. junior member for St. 
Andrew as regards the steel piles. The interlock- 
i.,g steel piles as he said are a t  present on other 
rlarts of the \Vharf, but it has llot been so recom- 
Inended by the Director of Public Worksl or thu 
Director of Highways and Tramport. It was ruR. 
cornmended by the Director of Public Works that  

should re-ilLFtate the damage apes by reinf~rceLl 
cc;ncrete and of course, he knows, they are tile 
tezhnical and I think we can do nothin$ else 
than to take the advice of our technical experts. 
3.55 p.m. 

I will, however, raise the point made the hen. 

junior member for St. Andrew, with the Director of 
Public Works. With regard to the ~ o i n t  made by the 
hon. junior member for Christ O h ~ r ~ h ,  I think that 
xhen I was dealing with that ~eso lu t ion  a week r 

(WO ago, I said that a part of the wall near the R i l l -  
cess Alice Playing Field had broken away and that  
we would be c m i n g  down with this Resolution. I 
did not state the exitent of the damage a t  that time 
because I was getting information as to it, and I 
could not tell the House what the damage would have 
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been before I had received the information f r o m  the 
Department concerned. 

As to tlhe point made about the da~maged wall 
leading to Pelican Island, I should like to inform 
the hon. member that the part which we are going to 
reinstate is no longer near the point where the road 
leads to  Pelican Island. The road which we are re- 
instating is actually adjoining the point where the 
old Mortuary was, about 200 feet from the other 
point. There is no question about that part of the road 
leading to the Harbour scheme; in  this case, we will 
have to reinstate the wall. 

As f a r  a s  the engineers are concerned, i t  is ex- 
pected that they will arrive a little later this month. 
.They are prepard to come and see things for &em 
selves in order to give advice as to the laying out of 
the roads and so on. I promise the hon. member that 
as soon as these engineers arrive, and the infoma- 
tion is available, I shall report to the House. 

Tke question that this Resolt~tion do now1 pas8 
was put and resolved in  the affirmative without divi- 
sion. 

On the motion, of Hon. Dr. H.  G. H.  CULMIMINS, 
seconded b y  Hon. M. E. COX, the C R A I R X A N  re- 
ported the passing of two Resohutions i n  Committee 
of 8uppl.y. 

iMr. SPEAKER resunzed the Chair, and repowt- 
ed accordingly. 
, On m&* of Hon. Dr. H.  G. H. CUMMINS, 
seconded by  Horn. M.  E.  COX in eoxh case, the Re- 
sohtiorts passed in, Committee were read a first m d  
secofid time and ag,reed to. 

SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE BILL 

' Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUiKMINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
am asking leave to postpone the consideration of 
Order No. 1, and that  Order No. 2 be taken a s  the 
next Order of the Day. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 

;It 
Hon. Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER.: The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the Hon. Premier: to  move the 
second reading of a Bill for the constitution of a 
Supreme Court of Judicature and for other purposes 
relating to the better Administration of Justice in 
the Island. 

Hon. 8. H. ADAMS: M@. Speaker, let me sa3 
a t  the outset that although I did mention a few 
Tuesdays ago that the Government considered a t  tha: 
time that it may be possible to begin the considera- 

' 
tion of this Bill, pass the second reading and th,en 
send it to a Select Committee, the Government ha 
had to reconsider its decision for many reasons, tht 
chicef among them being, of course the importance of 
this Bill. I t  is essential that this Bill he put  on the 
Statute Book as early as possible. A number of 
things are dependent upon it, both as regards the 
neces@ty for bringing our Courts and Judiciary 
u p  to date, and then the question of getting suitable 
personnel will arise. With the Salaries Revisioi~ 
 commissioner coming here soon, the Government feels 
that  i t  is incumbent on them to appeal to the Iiegisla 
t u re  to give very serious and  speedy attention to th 
reform of the Judiciary of this Idand. 

I think I said last Tueslday that for  more thp 
ane  hundred years no serious attempt has been mac 
t o  bring tXe-Courts really up to date. 
4.05 p.m. 

Round about 1822-1 presumed i t  was that time 
because the Commissioners began their work in 1823 
a Commissioner was appointed to examine Civil 
and Criminal Justice in the West Indies. Again it 
seems to be traditional that they worked on Barba- 

1 dos first; and they found, as one would expect they 
mould fiud in existence the chaotic conditions which 
were throughout the West Indies, as  they said, in 
matters of the laws and courts. 

111 iaclt, those were the days when the Chief Jus- 
I tice was a layman, those were the days when the 

Governor was Vice Chancellor; these were the days 
when practically everybody who was a Magistrate 
was not learned in  the law. Those were days when the 
system of courts as was brought in by the early Brit- 
ish settlers in Barbados and other Wesk Indian colo- 
nies persisted to a great extent. We have still rem- 
nants from the earliest settlers, as hon members arc 
aware, and which will continue until the Maude Bil, 
comes into operation, that is, Poor Lawt is still ad- 
ministered by a Statute of Elizabeth of 1602 or 1608. 
i n  many respects i t  may be said that our procedur* 
in our law courts and  the method of constituting 
courts are still relicts of the early 17th century. 

W h ~ n  the Commissioners came here in 1823, 
they reported on the state of the law and the state 
of the courts and t5eir report is almost like the 
Objects and Reasons which honourable members 
have before them. They enumerated and said this:- 

"The courts, established for the administration 
of Civil justice in the island of Barbados are-the , Court of Chancery; the Conrt of Error, or Appeal 
and Error; the Court of Ordinary; five Courts of 
Common Pleas, one being held in  each of five dis- 
tricts; the Court of Exchequer; the Court of Admir- 
alty; and the Court of Escheat. Besides these general 
Courts, there is, by a local act, a power vested in  the 
Governor, to  appoint a special court of merchants and 
mariners; as  also a Court to take cognizance of 
cases of persons about to quit the island, in  debt 
(which Court I believe never sat).  There, is also 
what are called warrant actions; these are excres- 
cences, growing out of the authority, given to a single 
justice, to decide claims for service, or for  work and 
labour, by servants and labourers, and extended very 
mischievously, to those who exercise any manna1 
labour, as shoemakers and tailors; as well as to all 
demands, arising from the sale of the produce of the 
Island; and actions for  cattle under the amount of 
525. 

The Courts for the administratior1 of Criminal 
justice a re  the Court of Grand Sessions, held twice n 
year; the Court of Quarter Sessions, which does not 
sit regularly a t  present; a Court for  the trial of 
slaves for capital offences, consisting of two magis- 
trates and three freeholders, with a n  appeal to the 
Governor in  Council; and the Admiralty sessions 
held p o  re m t a .  

Well, if hon. members turn  to the "Objects and 
7 ~~easons"  of this Bill, they will see an icurnwation 
;~lniost as pristine as t'lat. The "Objects a i ~ d  R,eas- 
ons" of this Bill read as follows:- 

"At present the judicial system in Barbados con- 
~ i s t s  of the following hierarchy of courts.-- 

1. Eight superior courts of recortj ~ i z :  the 
court of Common Pleas, the Court of Chancery, the 
Court of Ordinary, the Colonial Cocrt of Vice-A3- 

i ~niralty, the Court of Grand Session3 thr  Court of 
Error, the Court of Escheat and the Collrt of Div- 
orce and Matrimonial Causes." 

I n  short, we have not in over 100 years niade I the progress we should have made in the establisli- 
1 lllent and administration of superior. courts in tliis 

Island. Barbadians, even now they are mnder the 
..enevolerlt guidance of a Socialist Goverxment, arz l I 

I iundamentally conservatives. It takes us s long time 
to change; but we easily can see why i t  has taken us 
ss  long to bring our courts into a single Supreme 
Court and to abolish such anomalieq ant1 a:lmhron- 
;sms as still exist in the law of administration of 
justice in Barbados. 



The "Objects and Reasons" go on to read ar 
i'bllom% :- 

"Each of these courts is established under a 
.~eparate Act and exercises a distinct anc: sttparatz 
jurisdiction and has its bwn rules of proce.iu,-c. Eat,:l 
court is presided over by the Chief Justice except 
'hat, since 1951 under the Chief Judge and Crown 
Law Officers (Amendment Judge) 1951, provision 
was made on a temporary basis for the appointment 
of a Puisne Judge vested with all tbe pomers of the 
Chief Justice. This provision has be?l~ renewed 
from year to year and still continuzs in force." 

As hon. members of this Nous,. will k l~ow,  the 
~nstitution of Puisne .Judge to assist the Chicf Judge 
i I the excessive work tvhich has fallell 01: hi111 
established in recent yixars. 

'J"e As~isrtant ~0u l - t  of Appeal collsists of two 
tu.o Judges now. There was H, time whell there were 
three. For the sake of econollly we have for rnaaly 
years beell having the Cobrt established by two jud- 
ges. This Court orginally, establi&ed ill 1838 
a court of ~~~~~l for hearing appeals from Police 
Magistrates and subsequently Petty Debt Judges. 

I do not lulow if remember' 
but almost immediately after emancipation i t  was 
necessary to have a Court to which people could 
appeal because the Magistrates of those days were 
obviously slave owners, and i t  was felt  that, with the 
coming of emancipation i t  was necessary to the 
free slaves a sense of being tried in a Court that 
was not necessarily presided over by their recent 
masters. 

Later on, towards the end of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, about seven or eight pears after, an i g  
inal jurisdiction in legal, equitable and probate mat- 
ters was conferred on it, along the lines of the juris- 
diction of the County Courts in England. This 
original jurisdiction and the jurisdiction under the 
Workmen's Compensation Act, 1943, may be exer- 
cised by one Judge sitting alone. 

I n  respect of jurisdiction, this has been of great 
benefit to the people of this Island inasmuch as i t  is 

the County Courts in Great Britain that you get 
this jurisdiction which enables a person by a low 
standard of cost and low lega1 charges to go to the 
Court and have as abstruse a point of law proceeded 
with a s  would fall to the Court of Common Pleas or 
any Supreme Court in any part of the British 
pire. I n  short, by establishing a Court of this sort 
with a jurisdiction limited to $50, persons who had 
debts or law of contracts say to the extent of 550, 
can go into that Court with the assurance that their 
lawyer's fees and the costs of the Court would be 
considerably less than if they were forced to go to 
the Supreme Court. 

have also in this Island as inferior courts 
to the ~~~i~~~~~ court of ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l ,  sevell police 
Magistrates and a Judge of the Bridgetown Petty 
Debt Court. 
4.15 p.m. 

As hen. members are aware the Police Magis- 
trates are also judges in  the country districts. They 
take both criminal and civil cases, and make pre- 
liminary enquiries with indictable cases. They are 
in fact doing the work of the Police mistrate; plus 
the work done in Bridgetown by the Judge of the 
Petty Debt Court. We are not unique in the per,&- 
tence of arrangements which could be i~n,proved on, 
if I may phrase i t  in  that way. It is notorious that 
in Great Britain the system of Equity existed for  a 
long time and only by way of inferences of novelists 
like Dickens or sarcastic criticisms by judges like 
Lord Brome did England eventually begin to set its 
own House in order. Only, as lawyers will remem- 
ber, in the year 1873 the system of having a number 

of separate courts independent of each other was 
abolisned and a Supreme Court of Judicature was 
instituted. I need hardly remind hon. members, 
whether lawyers or not, of the farcial position which 
exlsted that the Courts or l a~v  a11a hquity existed 
side by side, and where a Court of la\v would give 
you judgment, because in strict law you are entitled 
to judgment; (but you might have succeeded 111 get- 
ting judgment contrary to the dictates of morality 
and equity ;) the Court of Equity sitting alongside the 
law courts would restrain a successful plaintiff from 
taking advantage of the fruits of his judgment which 
he had obtained. I n  that year the Supreme Court of 
Judicature consisting of the High Court of Justice was 
instituted and in the High Court of Justice was vested 
all the jurisdiction of the pre-existing superior Courts. 
No~~adays ,  Barbados being the last to do it-there is 
a Supreme Coul"t existing in all the British Domin- 
Ion' and colonies and even conservative Barbadians 
will find the time is long overdue for  us to put our 
home in order and have a supreme Court without 
branches. The Bill as appearing as SO. 1 011 the Order 

together with this Order, Mr. Speaker, is an 
attempt to replace the existiilg arrangemelits and, of 
C o u ~ ,  to bring up to date and when I $lavr finished 
1 hope lthe House will agree to pass this Bill, and 1 
shall then proceed with the other Bill dealing with the 
jurisdiction of Magistrates. It is proposed that the 
SUnlmar~ criminal jurisdiction of Magistrates will 
be increased. 1 shall not say more about i t  now, Sir, 
in as much as members would not have had the Bill, 
except that instead of having a separate Petty Debt 
Conrt-provided that I shall be allowed to introduce 
this. because i t  is bound up with our consideration 
of the new Supreme Court of Judicature-they will 
hare separate increased beyond what it 
is today, and the details of what we propose to do 
mill be found in the other Bill. 

NOTT, in the Objects and Reasons, the Govern- 
ment has been very careful to give in every detail 
the chief provisions of this Act in order that hon. 
nIembers, especially those who are not lawyers, might 
see at a glance even before reading the Bill its 

It is modelled on the Supreme Court of 
Judicature Act of 1925 which consolidates the Su- 
preme Courts of Judicature Acts fmm 1873 which 

been passed from time time and the 
tinie when law courts in Great Britain, the Courts 

Law and Equity were fused, with subsequent 
amendments down to 1910. I hope hon. members 
of the House will bear with me while I repeat some 
of them. 
The system is that the court shall consist of a 
Chief Justice, who shall preside and at  least t w ~  
Puisne Judges, but if necessary the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee may provide for  more than two 
Puisne Judges. The Chief Justice and all Puisne 
Judges have powers- 

Only Barristers of ten years standing shall be 
qualified for appointment to the Supreme Court and 
no Judge may be a member of the House of Assembly. 
Although i t  seems ~ re~os t e ro lm to have to say that, 
Pet i t  still exists in different parts of the world, even 
in Great Britain itself. As hon. members are aware 
a Judge who is head of a judiciary may sit on one 
or other of the Houses of Parliament. 1 do not know 
whether i t  is still SO-I have not taken the trouble to 
look it up, Sir-but just as with the Llord Chancellor 
in Great Britain who i~ the Ilead of the Judiciary 
ancl also Head of the I'pper House, so there is In  

Bermuda a Chief Justice who is a Speaker of t l i ~  
lower House of Parliament. It may seem a matter 
of ablrndaiit caution but i t  is best to put it in. I t  is 
perfectly true of distinguished judges who were 
legislators a t  the same time, but there is no reason in 
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the 20th century why we should perpetuate it. Some 
hon. members may feel that the period of ten years 
is not enough for the appointment to the Supreme 
Court especially since it is not always found in 
legislation the definition of what is the meaning to 
"so many years standing." Many persons are called 
to the Bar but have not had ten days of proper 
practice although they may have been called to the 
Bar for more than ten years. A t  any rate, I know 
and I feel that hon. members will express their views 
over every section of this Bill on which they feel 
they have ground for criticism or have suggestions 
to make as to how that may be amended in  order to 
improve what the Government has attempted to do 
i n  this Bill. Naturally, some provision is made for 
acting appointments in the full Coud of at least 
two judges, a~nd we have again avoided the ancient 
anomaly of having a judge sit on his own appeal 
which, i t  is true, has not taken place in  this Island 
for a number of years. The jurisdiction of all the 
existing Superior Courts is vested in the Supreme 
Court and the judges of that Court, as well as in the 
jurisdiction previously vested in any judge or in 
the Chief Justice. That will cover cases, apart from 
the existing ones, and also cases where the 
Chief Justice tries objection to Vestry rates and 
things of that nature; and what is not normal, in 
Clause 13, except for matters expressly reserved for 
the full Court, any judge may exercise in Chamber 
or in Court as the case may require, all or any part 
of the jurisdiction of the Court; and any judge sit- 
ting in the Court shall constitute a Court. It is not 
always remembered by laymen that when you say 
Court you mean a full Court, but you may say juris- 
diction of the Court can be exercised by a single 
judge of that Court and that is all that Clause 13 
states. Normally, of course, and certainly always, as 
far  as we are concerned, original jurisdiction will 
always be exercised by a single judge. 
4.25 p.m. 

There are a number of provisions in Clauses 18 
to 25 which are almost inevitable, as one might say; 
they are merely a repetition of what is the practice 
today. I11 respect of legal or equitable rights, there 
are certain circumstances in whidh the exercise of 
lone's right would be c r~a~ t ing  a hardship. I do not 
think is necessary for me to refer to each Clause set 
out in the "Objects and Reasons" because I have 
little doubt that honourable members have read 
&em; they are the rlornlal things for which provis- 
ion shodd be made - where the Courts should sit, 
~vliat process should be adopted in order to carry out 
the judgment of Courts and so on. 

At the present moment, I am dealing with ap- 
peals, and generally speaking, all appeals from the 
High Courts go to the West lndian Court of Appeal 
The full Court, however, shall hear appeaLs froni 
orders by a Judge in certain specified matters, and 
all appeaas from decisions of Magistrates. With 
leave of the Court, there shall be an appeal from the 
full Court to the West Indian Court of Appeal. 

I think i t  is appropriate that I should remind 
honourable members of what is proposed in the 
Federation. The West Indian Court obf Appeal is 
to be abolished, and appeals will lie with niodifica- 
tions which I need not deal widh in detail now, to 
the Federal High Court. British Glxiana, if I may 
say in passing, although that ColonN is not coming 
Snto Federation immediately, will have the right to 
take its appeals to the West Indian Court of Appeal. 
While agreeing to the constitution proposed, and 
baving the right to go to the Federal Court of 
Appeal, i t  is necessary that we should, in this Act, 
make appeals to the Weet Indian Court of Appeal, 
and when the proper time comes, the Federal 

High Court will take its place. All the circamstan- 
ces have to be taken into consideration when we 
come to F'ederation. 

I n  subsequent Clauses, provision is made for tha 
agpointment of a Registrar, Deputy Kegstrar and 
Prcvost Narshal or" the Supreme Court An impor- 
:ant point which is new to Barbados, is contained ill 
Clause 41 to 43. Provision is made for the establish- 
ment of a Judicial Atlvisory Council consisting of 
the Chief Justice as Chairman, the Attorney General, 
the Puisne Sudges, the Queen's Solicitor, a Magis- 
trate appointed by the Governor, and a member of 
the Law Society, either a Barrister or n Solicitor, 
nominated by the Society. This Council will sit at 
least once a year for  the purpose of reviewing and 
examining the working of the Supreme Court and 
Magistrates' Courts and of recommending to the 
Governor such amendments or alterations to Ihe Law 
:elating to the administration of justice generally 
as may appear desirable. 

A very important Clause of this Bill is Clause 
45, which deals with contempt of Court. I regret 
to say-I would say i t  even if I wPre s practising 
Larrister-in the presence of strangers tlmt the re- 
spect due to the Courts is sadly lacking in  the 
Courts of Barbados, ar,d i t  has been founcl necessary 
to review* the law relating to contempt of Court. 
Clause 45 gives the Supreme Court the same powers 
to deal with contempt as may be exercised by the 
Supreme Court in England, that is to say, by attach- 
ment or committal. Under the Contempt of Court 
Act, 1891, the trial of a charge of contempt of 11 

superior Court not committed i n  its presence is b~ 
way of an application heard in thc Court of Com- 
mon Pleas before a jury who are judges of born 
fact and law. Today the most common form of con- 
tempt consists of eomc~?ent upon pending legal pro- 
ceedings; and under the present Act proceedings 
In respect of such offences would, by reapon of the 
izevitable publicity, urobably do more harm that3 
:he offending comment. Fo r  this reason in particular 
if is considered desirabie to repeal the Contempt ~f 
Court Act, 1891, and restore the Common Law: 

I regret to say again that there is a preat lack 
of respect shown to Judges sitting in  superior Courts, 
the Judges of the Court of Appeal and to the Police 
Magistrates in Barbados. I never thought that I could 
ltsve lived long enough to make a s.ta,ten?c.nt of this 
sort;  i t  is with shame and sorrow t l ~ t  I kave heard 
e~gressed by visitiug Lawyers to this Coloily the 
crtreme surprise with which they noted the yroceeil- 
111,ms in the Courts of Law in Barbados, ha~ring always 
heard that Barbados was a country of stiff-shirted 
men with Victorian ideas of propriety; having thc3 
Law Courts filled with starched wigs and illat there: 
was all of this dignity; then when the: vame to 
Barbados, they found that the opposite was the case. 
I am not one of those who think that the countr.? 
:.sins any dignity by people cond?!cting themselvcs 
in this way; I w'ould be failing in duty io preseatiiig 
this Bill not to draw the attention of tlte Legisla- 
ture and thereby the httention of the public to what 
is a regrettable diminution of respect shown by the 
Bar to the Bench of t h s  Colony, and I do hope that 
this is one of the means of restoring to Barbados 
it., reputation not merely for respect to law and 
order as regards obeying, but respect to the Courts 
which administer lalv and order. 
A.35 p.m. 

The remaining provisions are more or  less consc- 
~luantial on all that I kave said. They are question9 
:nore on procedure than on any substavtial Act. One 
minor point appears right a t  the end of the "Objects 
and Reasons." The opportunity is taken to 
amend, the Third Schedule, section l 7  of the 
13rand Sessions and Criminal Law (Procedure) Act, 
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i891, so as to enable the depositio~l of a witncss, 
taken a t  the preliminary enquiry into a r  indictabie 
charge, to be read a t  the trial of the accused before 
the Supreme Court in cases where thc. ~vitl~ess. at the 
clate of trial, is either dead, insane r,r longer in 
the Island. The Act at  present o d y  1,~iri?lits this 
where the witness is too ill to travel. Similar pro- 
v:sion exists in England under the Criil~i: al Justirle 
Act, 1925. 

I think Mr. Speaker, I have covered pretty sus- 
staiitially the points in this Act. I repeat: the 
t+overnmeat no longer considers that !t ~~rouid  1:e 
i.ght, with the matters which wer? brwght to iis 
notice a week or so, to appoint a Select Committee 
because this Bill has lxen discussed for rr~any years 
iiow. We have had the good fortulle of having in 
recent years the Law Socieb re-established and it 
has enabled the Government the opp~r tuni ty  of can- 
.,assing the views of Barristers, Solicitors 2nd Iliagls- 
-rates t~nder  the Chief Tnstice in order to lcnow whxt 
thc profession considers about this i~attt .1. 1 n addi- 
;ion, 1 an1 glad of se3ing the hon. juniur membei. 
for  St. Jlames in his place becanst: non* of us in 
this Ilouse has had the education as the ho11. member 
has had both as a Crcwn Law Officer acd a prac- 
titioner in the Courts for a great number of years. 
Because of that. I do not propose, as was snggested, 
I J  at  this matter should be dealt with othrr than by 
the House in Committee, section by section. I will 
jcst remind hon. members that if they need a pal- 
ticular section to be read out when this House goes 
1:lto Committee, as apart from the normal procedur~., 
that they can so indicate and I wlll he happy to 
agree to any such request; but I do ask the HOLISI: 
for reasons which some of us know qo~t- .  well to 
s ~ c  to it that this Bill gets on the statute Book as 
-oon as possible. I am not suggesting thst me should 
be slci~npy in our wor.1: in consideriiig it Clause by 
Clause. I beg to move that this Bill be now read :l 
second time. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
MT. E. K. WALICOTT: Mr. Speaker, I thank 

the I-Ion. Premier for the kind words he said about 
!ne. They are unnsual but naturally I ;cm glad to 
hear him say so because I believe they are sincere. 
I would like to tell the hon. member that I am very 
sorry he proposes g o i ~ g  on with this Bill today 
because I was given tc understand that, he won1.l 
have sent i t  to Select. Committee; and although l 
can appreciate the facl that he would like this Bill 
i,o become law and to be put on the Statute Book 
as soon as possible, yet having herird nhat  I 
just stated, I was of the opinion that we won'lti 
not be going through it Section by Section or dealin: 
with it in Committee tr,day. 

I believe that the absence of certain other men!- 
bers of the profession who are well scqlz2.inted ~15th 
the procedure aiid the working of this Bill may b: 
due to the fact that they were under the iinpressio:~ 
that the Bill was not going to be proceeded with il; 
all its stage5 today. I say so also for another reasor, 
The 11011. Prernier said that the views of the lanyer: 
have beeii canvassed through the Law Society. So fa12 
a., I l i l l ~ ~ ,  this Bill was sent only rec.-!itly to t h ~  
i.nw Society and i t  wa.; only dealt with bv the Coun- 
cil of the Law Society because the council of the 
T~aw Society not very long ago by means of a Resolu- 
tion passed decided that any Bill sent down to it for 
tonsideration, such as this, will be only 
and cl~alt with by the Council. Therefore, Y do not 
believe that members of the profec:sior, have hacl 
the opportunity to deal with this Bill section by sec- 
t;on and therefore they would be unable to say 011 

which section they agree and disagree. 
We did hope (people like me) that this Bill 

mould be sent to Select Committee so &at the measure 

c.3uld be thrashed out section by section. So inuch 
:.o was my belief that although I knew i t  v7as coming 
up for discussion this afternoon, my owl1 Rill which 
had been sent to me sometime ago and on which I 
nede  certain notes, I did iiot think rt was necessary 
to bring out today. I would therefors like to suggcbt 
:hat although we map do some part  ~f it today that 
vre need iiot necessarily complete it today. Tire c a i  
leave it ill such a way 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Spcitker, if I may 
interrupt, the hon. nzember, I am suggesting that w e  
go on with i t  but I call give him the assurance that 
13,: will not complete it today. Any hon. member 
may Ice at  liberty rext Tuesday to ask for a recom- 
mittal of any clause an which he wants to make a 
suggestion. 

Mr. E. K. TVALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, the Hon. 
Premier knows because he was the person who dealt 
\with it, that a t  one time the shape of this Bill was 
not what i t  is now. There has been a change 01 
feeling amongst the majority of the professional mer. 
particularly among the younger meinters of the pro- 
fession, and they h a w  suggested ce?.tain alteratious 
which are undoubtedly in the present Bill. Eut witii 
all that, I doubt very much if the matter has bees 
~ompletely canvassed as has been si~ggested by the 
Hon. Premier so that one can say that all members 
of the Law Society agree with evervihing that is In 
the Bill. 

I think it is necessary to make certain changes. 
11s a matter of fact, thcre is so much i n  the Bill that 
It is both good and necessary that one should hesitate 
to complete the Bill tcqight. For ex amp!^, as far  :LS 
T am concerned, I do not agree as .is contained i a  
zhe Bill that we should follow Trinidad or  the West 
-4frican colonies in saying that the Civil Rork should 
kc put into the hands of a magistrate. I think that 
should be separate fram the criminal jureidiction 
and i t  should be provided for in the necessary court. 
1 understand, for example, that in Trinidad there 
was the agitation by the Chief dustice himself that 
there shonld be the establishment of a County Court 
c relieve the congestior! which has _been brought t o  

hear in thc High Ccclrts when the High Courts 
undertake largely, as is in this B111, doing worlr 
which is now done in the Original Court of Jurisdic- 
tion, what we choose to term as the Assiqtitnt Court, 
of Appeal in its Origi-lal Jurisdiction. They thinlc it 
would be cheaper and more efficient if irt the long 
:.un they establish a proper County Court as thove 
'.I England without necessarily calling them by the 
name "Court of Appeal." 
4.45 p.m. 

As has beeii stated here, when the Assistant 
Court of Appeal first started, i t  was merely a Court. 
of Appeal, and afterwards given certain original 
jltrisdiction and for my part 1 think it would I c 
wrong if we did away with the County Court. In- 
stead we should keep the County Court calling it 
by its proper name and have it do the work which 
is to be done and will have to be done by the Supreme 
Court. As regards the point made by the Hon. 
Premier of making them one, well, i t  is one judsdic- 
tion that is long overdue a i d  we have agreed to tha t ,  
and in the izotice before us it is six of one and half a 
dozen of the other. This would be important aiid 
would he a more correct position of what happens in 
Court. Instead of having a Court of Chancery 
which can use legal rights and legal defence and 
having a Court of Comn~on Pleas which was out 
case, the Art says we can use equitable defences and 
righthts. It is much more correct to have it, as it will 
:1p8w be one Supreme Court having equitable d iv i s  
ions as distinct from common law division; all t h d  
is decidedly and necessarily important, but  in truth 
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and in fact you now ha,ve two judges and one Chief 
Justice; and all you are doing is adding one other 
Puisne Jndge having really the same work you have 
to do plus other work you will have to do today and 
ollly having one judge addecl to them: and I thin11 
we are going to find, if you are going to do it as 
auggestecii in the Act, i t  is not going to be able to >e 
done by one Chief Justice and two Puisne Judges, 
not a t  any rate until Federation comes into action 
ancl you will be able to relieve the Chief Justice and 
other Puisne Judges from having to travel t o  the 
West Indian, Court of Appeal and be absent from the 
Island for some time. These are really some of the 
things which 1 wanted brought to attention, because 
I did not come prepared to take it section by section: 
but merely to agree that we have to  pass the3311 and 
therefore a, second reading must be voted for and 
dealt with because the changes are necessary. I had 

, hoped that we would have been able to decide on 
certain other matters. We cannot deal with the othel 
Gill bereause it is not before us xet, hilt in truth 
and in fact if we are going to have the Police 
Ifagistrates you will have to consider all of these 
Puisne Judges under which they are going to sit in 
Court of Appeal and iiz the High Court are set up 
distinct from the value which you have in the Assist- 
an t  Court of Appeal of having a Court of new trials. 
I myself have never been among those who like the 
Sdea of having one puisne Judge sitting 011 the [Jhief 
Justice's decision in his own Court of Appeal. alld 
although you may have i t  in Trinidad, I am not; 
prepared to admit for one secoi~d that the rules are 
more up to date, aiid that the system of the Suprelne 
Court in Trinidad functions better than ours do. I 
~vould like to say before I forget, Sir, on the poillt 
which the Premier referred to in connection with the 
behaviour existing in our courts, in truth and in 
fact you will always have instalices wnere meiz will 

>L 
forget themselves in  court; but as age and experience 
creep on, you find they adopt the correct honour alld 
obedience aiid respect for the Chair aiid in that case 
to the Judge which they should have; therefore do 
not let us make too much of the omissions and sills 
of commission of junior members of the Bar who 
only for a time and a short time do sonletinies I'orget 
their demeanour. There is power in the Courts, 
definite power, which I think could be used and I 
think the Premier will a g e e  that any such charge is 
entirely wrong. There is power in all the Courts to 
deal with all witnesses or Coniisel or members of the 
Solicitors' profession or any other person in Court 
for  any contem- - which is done iiz their presence : alld 
if i t  is not done and the Barrister or ~ v h o ~ v ~ ~  is the 
&ender is not put  in place, i t  is not so the 
fault of the person who does it, 1 think, as, the 
fault of the Court who should take the power in his 

4 - hands and correct anything which may be done. ~~t 
-j think hone members will agree that although strang- 
ers from other colonies who visited the may 
have made one or two remarks, the concensus of 

of American and lawyers who visit 
our Courts and saw them working, is every much to 
the contrary; and I think he mould agree with me 
that British justice is not any where better adminis- 
tered than it is ladministered in  Barbados. Men will 
always fail because no one of us perfect: and i t  may 
well be that decisions may not always be correct; but 
the a t t m p t  to give Correct decisions, no one could 
deny, is definiltely a major basis of our Courts in  this 
Tsland, and I have heard members of the English 
Rar  time after time and of the American and Cana- 
dian Bar after seeing the worlz done in our Courts 
comment more than favourably on both the demean- 

our and character of the Court. 1 am not saylng 
that there are not occasions on whlch members or 
the Bar or wltaesses may have suficiently forgotteLl 
tLelnselves and be guilty of what they should not 
be g ~ ~ l t y  oi in the Court, but that l think you may 
safely say is a rare instance. 

AVOW, Sir, as regards the other ma,tters which are 
taken section by section, I think you will agree that 
these are not really matters tor a second reading of 
a Bill, hut matters to be discussed as we take eacl~ 
section alld go t h r ~ u g h  them. The only thing W,: 

will be concerned with in  the second reading ~ v o d d  
really be whether the basis on which the Bill is 
brought in is correct and whether or not some amend- 
ment should not be made to the law. With that I 
will not entirely agree: but  I agree that they are 
many things which we could correct in  our systein 
and undoubtedly we should do it as soon as we can, 
but I would like to say as I said before that  l do not 
agree with everything put  in  the Bill. I myself sonie- 
vine ago-and the Hon. Premier was present a t  tlie 
time-suggested a different form of a Bill-perhaps 
not essentially different, but only different as regards 
certain details and those I think I have mentioned, 
and I may get the chance to mention them again. I 
do not think, Sir, there is anything more I can say 
a t  this stage, because as I said I did not expect that 
we would have to deal with i t  in full  today, and I do 
not think as a matter of fact, this is going to be as 
satisfactory as some people think. I mill never agree 
that a Magistrate should 6e allowed-even although 
we had it in the district courts now-when this is 
created, that a Magistrate should be concerlled in 
dealing with judgment and the burden of proof mhlch 
is entirely different from what it would be i n  a 
civil case : and where you can afford to pay by reason 
of cheapness ; the same Magistrate is made to civil 
worli. where he has to change his mental approach 
to suit that. I know i t  has been used in Trinidad. 
When I used to visit Trinidad I saw i t  used there aiid 
in my opinion i t  was never a success and I felt that 
the Court should never use it. Take for  ill~tallce the 
case of a road vehicle accident and negligence in 
clriving; what would arise would be a sad case indeed 
where the magistrate would be a t  one and the same 
time dealing with a criminal offence and asked to 
give judgment afterwards in resoect of negligellce ill 
-civil matters, particularly now with our Contr ihntor~ 
Negligence Act which creates difficulty in  civil ]XI&- 
ters. 

I do not kno~l;. of anything which has been iatro- 
dnced, and i t  is only used in the Coloi?irs for the 
sake of cheapness; I do not think that tEer.2 shou1;l 
be any cheapness in the administration of justice. L f  
we are revising our system, it is a pity that we did 
not look for some revision more in  Beeping with the 
English system, in sepsrating the fllrlcti~ns relatixlg 
:O criminal and civil l a ~ v  and provicling, if ~~ecpssary 
for a Court of Criminhl Appeal. I do no+ agree that 
:hese Judges should be doing any Conctv C o u ~ t  
work a t  all: if me appointed County Court J u d g ~ ~ ,  
1 mould agree that they would be confined to County 
Court work. If i t  is true, as 1 hzve hearcl, that 
?'rillidad has foulid that with the systerrl crf havinrS 
~~u i s l i e  judges to do the ~ i ~ h  cGrt, thi.y 
pave llot been able to cope with the amoll1lt of civil 
work which they have r?ow8n there, I do not lrnow if 
we should moye into a system out of whiclt Trilldia(l 
;,as beell moving. I feel that the Hroll. P1.ejl!ier wiil 
agree with me that i t  would be mueh better if 
created our County Court system. Those are mT.? 
main ideas. I admit that I did not 5ome here full\? 
yepa red  to go through the whole Bill because I 
~lnderstood that i t  would have been wnt to a Se1cc.t 



Committee. I quite agree tha t  there is sc :llucll that  
is good i n  this Bill, tha t  we ~\-ould Lave 10 pass the 
zecond reading, but  I do not believc thar this U111, 
as it is now drafted, nill be succc-ssful il; all  iis 
sections. 

Mr. BARILOTv: 2 Bill for  the re-nrpal~isation 
i f  the Judicial system i n  Barbados is logg o~erdur . ,  
and with that  proporition, I thinli we are all  i n  
agreement. 1 have spelit a considerable t i x e  i n  going 
through the details of this Bill, and  it is clear to me 
a t  this stage that  zin er-ormous alnou-it of sv.bsidiarp 
legislation will have to be enacted i n  order to make 
the provisjons of this Bill workable. Thr  main pro- 
vision of the Bill abolishing the Coilrt of (;halieer>, 
the Court of Comn~ori Pleas, the Co:!rt of Ordinary 
2nd the other Snperior Courts is on? wh:ch has be211 
adopted by  the other T,Vest Indian territcries for  a 
considerable number of years. The people n%o are 
most intimately concerned with the \vorl<;ng of this 
bi l l  ancl the other Bill which is being introducrd 
along with it, are  not Law Officers of the  Crow11 
because they make very infrequent appearances ill 

:he Courts of this Island, and then they retire 
,:racefully or go into hibernation for  another fen- 
years before we see them appearing again. Only ill 

,he Court of Grand Sessions would one nr:rnlaIly see 
one of the junior officers appearing to carry througi~ 
the prosecution of indictments. The people most in- 
timately concerned wlth this Bill are the two 
branches of the legal profession, the Civil S ervant3 

who suffer from the disadvantage of working i n  the 
offices of the Law Coarts-a very much fieglected 
Departillent of the  Civil Service - a n 2  lastly bu t  
by ?lo lneans least, there is the cat{:gory of persol13 
who are  the Judicial Officers themselves, that is to 
say, the Judges and  M~~gis t ra tes  who presit!. over the 
several Courts of this Island. 

I n  my liumble opinion there would be not much 
point i n  re-orga,nising the Judicial  system of this 
Ysland unless you are  prepared a t  one aiid the same 
time to provide the J1.dicia1 0.3ic.er.s 111 the ~viclest 
sense of the term both with adequate accommoda- 
tion i11 the way of Courts and, secondly, with 
adequate and competent staffs. The people in the 
other West Indian Colonies like Trinidad and 
Tobago. Grenada aiid in  the Colony of Jamaica, ybu 
have working in  the Lam Courts are people who 
a re  interested i n  the law, a n d  1 was quite amazed 
10 discover that  a cov~siderable number of rcsic1t.lit 
Magistrates in Jamaica had started off their career. 
a s  Clerks from the Courts, s p e n d i ~ q  a ccnsiderchlc 
number of years varying i n  darat;on as  bet~veen 
.one individual and the other; but they -pent some 
periods in  the  Law Courts and  were givcsn scholar- 
ships bv the Jamaica Government to i n r ~ h e ~  their 
?+gal studies. They had gone t o  the TT?ited I<ingdom, 
qualified as barristers, they returned to  the C o l o ~ y ,  
and with their experience of procedure and watching 
ihe actual day to  day working of +he C'ourtq, they 
had been e1evat:d to the Magisterial cl our!^. a:~d then 
they occanpied the eleva,tcd position of Puisllc Judges 
of Jamaica. Speaking under correcticn, 1 unOerstand 
3s a matter of fact tha t  the Chief J n ~ t i c c  cf Jamaica3 
had a career which n a s  no a t  all diseimil?r from the 
rype of career which I have just e x p l a i n ~ d  to Your 
Honour, as obtaining in the  Colonv of Jamaica. 
5.05 p.111. 

NOK, in  Barbados you will find that  2 man w113 
has been acting as a Clerk of the Assiqtant Cou)t 
~f Appeal for  a long number of years, so lo71g thnt, 
he sol~letirnes act., as Magistrate, is nncerr-l~lonious:IS. 
pushed into another department and anotlter mall is 
brought in t o  act in his place. You also will find th:tt 
another capable office? who has spr-nt s long timt? 
i n  the  Foolice Magistrate's Courts and who knows 

the procedure, account;iig and everything else ayid 
n h o  has acted as cllirf Clerk of those Courts has  
been sent to the Post Office. wiil alw~ find tha t  
out of six or eight Clerks i n  the Office of tlze Assis- 
tant, Court of Appeal that  not one of t h ~ ~  has bee11 
i n  tha t  Department for longer than  rwo years. IOU 
will find Clerks norking i n  the Police l'.raglstrates7 
Courts who have got so disgusted with thc c ~~~c l i t io~ tc ,  
under which they have to work l r o  c, dziv to day, 
through lack of opportunities for prolnotion anti 
encouragement, tha t  they join the Police Force, not 
i n  Berbados bnt  in  the Bahamas. 'd'wo Clerks from 
that  Office have left recently to  jolv~ tne l'olice J*'or:e 
of the Bahamas aild tbat produccs nuthi11: tcwa:.ds 
the welfare of the  peop!e of Ba~bados .  I must ct~:plorc 
the  fact tha t  we train our  young men a1ld spend 
public funds on them, either by  way of *8~hol:~rsl~ips 
or the subsidies which me give to  the  Seconclary 
Schoois; we set a high standard of test for  elltry 
into the Public Service and then m c  do not create 
safficient incentives and  opporturities for  those 
talented young men to advance themselves here ant1 
ill order to induce them to  remain i n  the P ~ ~ b l i c  
Service of this island. I a m  not going off the track 
hut the only reason why School tertchers have not 
acted i n  a similar way is because they become s o ~ t  
of cominittecl a t  a very early stage to their domestir- 
affairs and to their local affiliations, so they find i? 
very difficult to tear up their links s a d  go elsewher~~ 

I n  the  High Cocrts, you will fincl that  the 
Chief Justice does not have a Secretary. Tf anyboclg 
writes a letter to the Chief Justice (alt1:ongh th2:~ 
should not do so concerning a case i n  the Court) 
a s  the  highest judicial officer in this Tsland, it is 
the Registrar's duty to reply t o  the  letter. and deal 
icith it on behalf of tllr Chief Justice although that  
iq not par t  of the Registrar's duties. 

You n i l l  find. Sir, tha t  the Judges have na 
~ h o r t h a n d  notetakers in  order to assist them t:, 
administer justice without impediment. 

I f  a Judge or Magistrate has to  concentrate on 
.,vritiag froill ten o'clock i11 the nlornicg to  four  
o'clock in  the afternoon, he has veny little oppor- 
tunity to  study the demeanour of witnesses or eve11 
to listen with the rapt  attention whic!~ a Counse! 
.cvould like to feel he is commanding fo the  argument:; 
i u t  formard b;y him to  the Court. Tn otl,cr word:, 
the Judges and  &lagistrates in  B a r T ~ a d o ~  are in  110 

?letter positioil than tbo Reporters of this House 
when they hare  t o  aclininister justice. The R'eporte~.~ 
i~ this House are  i n  2s good a position tr, de1iv:r 
P judgn~ent  on anything said on the tloor of this 
TIouse as the Judge in the Courts a re  on anythirty 
said in the Courts of this Island. 8 s  f a r  as I can 
see, the Judges are no better than  glorified i~ot i  
fakers. They have no Secretaries; they h , n e  no staC 
hecause the Staff of tile Police Courts a3d the Staff 
in the Registrar's Offiee are merely tm-gatherer? 
f o r  the Colonial Treaslrrer. Their main pre-occnpa- 
lion is with the collection of fees slid the disburse- 
ment of monies. 

Mr. Speaker, I So not intend t o  go through 
the Bill before u s   no^\^ because a t  a later stage IT-,? 
-,\ill have ample o;~portuni ty  to  deal with it. 

The othcr aspect 9f the  Bill mith which I would 
like to deal is more :I question of omission than  it 

mistake within the Eill itself. I woull? li!:e some 
amenclment to he mad? to the  mefhod of servincr 
process of summonses and in order t o  lighten the 
ourden which is caused on the Wri t  Servcrs. I thinli 
a Bill of this sort onplit to make coxprehensive 
provision for matters of tha t  kind. There are  somc 
matters in the  Bill which in  m y  opinion could better 
be done b y  a rnendme~t  to the Eviqence Act and  1 
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fro:ltect with from day to day in the practice- of tjle 
ad~ninistration of law in this Islancl. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, I am sorry th r t  
1 did not have the advantage of hear;ng the openrllg 
remarks of the introducer of this Biil, the IIol1. allll 
l@arlled Premier, becabme of my professional acti- 
vities elsewhere; and having regard, Sir, to tIl2 
Present hour, I feel that with the advantage of tile 
usual short break which is taken a t  this time, 1 ma;r 
be able to become fully seized of what was said i n  
the openillg speeches; and in consecluence. Sir, I 
beg to move that this House do now acijourn for 
half a11 hour, in ordel that the usual tea receba 
might take place- 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUXMINS: I beg to secorlcl 
that. 

The qz~estion was put and reso lvd  in, t im 
ufirnzative witlzozbt divisio.n, and iWr. SPEAIIEB 
adjozwned the H'ouse clccordingLy. 
5.35 p.m. 

O n  re-assembling, 

JUDICATURE BILL-C ' td  

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment, the hon. 
senior member for St. Lucy was speaking on the 
motion for the second reading of a Bill for  the con- 
stitution of a Supreme Court of Judicature and for 
other purposes relating to the better Adrrinistration 
of Justice in the Island. 

Mr. BRANCKER: The Bill with which we arc 
now dealing is Order No. 2 on the Qrder Paper, as  I 
:km advised, and Order No. 1, which is referred to in 
the "Objects and Reasons" of this Bill, is not yet 
zut of the Printer's h a ~ d s ;  certainly, no copy of it 
1.as yet reached me. That Bill will probably be fa1 
and away the more controversial of the tmTo. 

As to the "Objects and Reasons" of this Bill, t . ~  
replace the existing arrangement of Courts by a sys- 
tem consisting simply of a Supreme Court and ,i 

refer specifically to the third Schcdule of the Bill 
1 J ~ h i c h  is before us. 

5.15 p.m. 
There are certaill details, Sir, TxrhiL!l 1 cannct 

be ill complete agreexent with. present pro- 
cednre of enforcing the prerogative rights I collsicier 
to be entirely unsatisfactory. I thillk that a notice 
where a i\lagjstrate or  Police Officer or an.~body of 
that kind do not slloI~ cause why he ql,culd not 
perform certain duties is an eiltirely un<,:?tisfactory 
lvay of doing things. Ir: sonle cases me are r e ~ e r t i , ~ ~  
to the 19th century j,ositiol1 alld jn biller c.,zse, we 
are attempting to br:i1g the judicial n > r : ~ a ~ i ~ a t i ~ n  
up  to date. As I said i t  is a very long Bill; it has 
5-1: sect i~ns and there are very lor!g secbis:is and \\-P 

shall deal with them in Committee; b ~ ;  I would like 
to make this clear that amongst leqal pl*nctitioners, 
i:lcmbers of the senior or juiiiox bratir:!l of the prd- 
tession -- and I tvo~~!d like ',h,. 13rop(;- ,zatlLu~.i~les 
to pay particular attention to ;rl!at I an1 sapiilg- 
ve do not regard this Bill as s <i~o\:itllte for an 
investigation of the judicial s . ~ s t c ~ l ~  ancl of ill2 
adrninistration of justice in thls lsland I would 
like to make that abudan t ly  clear. We d> licit 
2egard this Bill or any similar Bill which G.wcr11- 
~ n e n t  intends to bring forward - heca1.ise I 1i1:ow 
 hat impression has been given in offic;al qnart(!rs 
by certain irresponsible persons - as a substitute 
for the investigation of the judicial system or the 
administratioil of justice ia Barbac'os ~ h i c h  was 
called for by members of this Hwse  end by the 
Law Society of Barbados, for the simple reason 
that when the Law Society made proposal that 
there should be an  investigation, they had already 
,.onsidered these two Bills and when members of this 
House unanimously moved an  Addr~ss  t )  the Officer 
administering the Government of this coloi~y asking 
for someone of the calibre of the Coninlissioner who 
was in Trinidad a t  the time to investigate the workinq 
of the judicial system and Ihe sdmieistrd~loll of 

,~z justice, members already had these Bills for two to 
1 

three months in their possession. Passing a Bill 
abolishing the Court of Common Pleas, the Court of 
Ordinary or the Colonial Court of Admiralty does 
not tell us anything a t  all about ihl! adrninistration 
of justice as i t  really is today in thi- jhilancl of Bar- 
bados, and I only war-t to  get i t  clear tbat TT? do 
not consider this an apology, f a r  less 3 ~ ~ b s i i t u t ~ ,  
for the inquiry which we asked for;  and in  asking 
for  that inquiry we are not castinn any aspersiol.:: 
Qn the persons ~ + h o  2re now respo?lsib!e for the 
aidministration of justice; but there are many 
thicgs which are radically wrong both about th? 
ztmosphere in which justice is admillistered and in 
ihe way in which the Government regards 'the Courts 
a s  some kind of Cinderella, in the dix ision cf powe?s 
between the Chief Secrttary and the Adi~inistration 
:IS such and the judicizry on the other ~icle of the 
picture. When I say division, I mean a clrar division 
on matters of that kin(? which could not be rectified 
h y  years of research or; the part of any C'rornn Law 
Office or department. These things ?re things which 
go  to the root of our society and would come to pass 
m most perfect legislation: and if the spirit of that 
legislation is not undprstood and appreciated in all 
of its ramifications, and if vigilance is not exercised 
t o  see that the spirit as well as the l ~ t t e r  of the la,t 
i s  comtplied with, i t  would be of IIO avail tc  pass 
one hundred similar statutes repeali ~q ~t~erythi i ig 
gone before and substituting vile tvhlell a t  presrll? 
we consider to be fool proof. I <ay, Sir, t L a t  unless 
you appreciate that factor, one wol11lX r o l  be ill a 
position to understand that this is i ~ n t  b,gjslation 
designed to correct th: evils, ~ n d .  tc  use rerhaps a 

+ less offensive word, the anomalies which WC are co11- 

number of Magistrates' Courts, few legal practitioa- 
, crs will disagree, but likewise it is manifest that the 

builimary criminal jurisdiction of the Magistrates 
should be increased. There are certain cases to-day 
which have to be adjudicated before the Assize Conrt, 
which cases of necessity must be so tried because of 
the law which dates back from the enactment of ctr- 
tain legislation. Where there are offences ~ c ~ m n i t t e l  
in  respect of property, if the value exceeds 1 gniiiea 
211d does not exceed 510, i t  is optional for the 
%caused person to decide dhether he will be tried by 
a Jury  or by a Court of suinmary jurisdiction. If 
the value exceeds S10, there is no option but for the 
accused to be tried by the Court of Grand Sessions. 

I n  those days when that legislation was enacted, 
the sum of g 1 0  was S10, which was a considenable 
amount; the sum of $48 was somethi~g far from 
being unsubstantial. T ~ d a y ,  this amount 0'; 510 docq 
not represent 2 pairs of good shoes, and by the exist- 
ing law where a person is charged in re1:rtion t o  
property, the value of which exceeds £10, 11e can only 
be dealt with by the Court of Grand Sessions an 1 
other stupid everyday things wqhich come under 
stupendous titles like indecent assault ailcl so on, 
can only be adjudicated by the Assizes, hut these 
simple cases could be dealt wi€h by the Miapistrates. 
An increased summary criminal jurisdiction of the 
Magistrates is therefore something to which certainly 
no practitioner or ordinary layman conlif take the 
least exception. 

Likewise, I entirely agree that these when 
Magistrates should also be Petty Debt Judges for 
their areas. There is no reason xvhy an nr5an Magiq- 
trate should not have a ~jmilar  juriscliction to a rural 
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be no questioil of a Judge having to do again nliai 
ra5 already begun. 

Sow, sir, iileiition has beell made of "disiliissals 
s~:ithont prejudice." of whieh so ~nlluch has been baid 
on many occasions. That has been a clisiiiissal to 
itliich a weak court reosrts. If you want to displease 
lieither party, you clismiss without prejudice. lVhen 
a magistrate disiliisses without ;=--j1l"ine a Poliee 
Officer does not feel so eiltire1.v uissdtisfied as if 
t h e  Magistrate didnlisses on its ~llerits becanse t l : ~  
Police Officer can bring the cas- a ~ i d  if he 
dors not feel so disposed he can keep the case hang- 
i ~ ~ g  over $b.$ other party. That is the bad feature 
ci that verdict. If you are acquitted a t  the hiFPer 
court-the Court of Grand sessions--that is erd 
t f  the matter. That is fimlity. If  you are ecqult- 
led by a iiiagistrate or by the Jadge of the Assistant, 
C'c?urt of *4ppeal and the case is disi~iissed ~vithont 
1 l"judice, eren though it may be a lesser offenc? 
tlian that of oirc who is acquitted at  the Assize Court 

uu still have it hanging over your head until death 
hecznse it may be brought again at  ally time. The 
threat is there, so you are lcept in lifelong suspense: 
tioerefore, it, is good to ~velconie the exit of the long 
cstablis&ed of cases dismjssecl witllout 
judice. tvould have done no harm to the statute, 
Eook if it were not so readily invoked by a weal< 
Bench. 
6.20 p.m. 

N~~ sir, I think in givirlg my blesq;ng to thi3 
rarticular Bill it does not call for any more commz.,ts 
lrom myself, but I understand, sir,  that referenc2 

made to certaill powers in this  ill regard 
to contempt of court. ~f it be true, sir ,  that it \ jas 
ctated earlier this afternoon that the Bar does not 
treat the Bench ~v i th  respect - the h,=. seslior 
inember the learned Premier, of course, iv no l o l i g ~ ~  
practising-but there is such a thing, 3Zr. Speaker, 
too, as a Bench which will by its very persoiiality 
demand and receive respect without any etternpt to 
threaten the iavocatioii of any law of contempt. 
There are certain Courts in  this island of which i t  
is completely unnecessary and absolutely superfluent 
to have contempt of court. There sre other court5 
in which the position is not exactly the same, brit  
however I will explain for the benefit of tllase men- 
i e r s  of this Chamber t ~ h o  fortunat4y d~ not haire 
to eke out an existence from the ~ L ~ T V ,  who are in 
~onxmerce or drugs or agriculture, or for those \17ho 
have made their pile in the days wbeii it \ T ~ s  easj 
to make money and who have cea~ed t 3  practise. 
bonie of the new element in the profession seem to 
get unduly perturbed when they fillri t h a  hefore 3 
l~articular tribunal i t  is sometimes possjbb shrewdly 
to forecast the result 01 litigation ~vheii it is lino\vrl 
who is the counsel appearing before that particular 
tribunal. They feel frustrated, Sir, and find it 
difficnlt to keep their temper and maintain their 
rcruilibrinni; ancl it does happen that when they 
make a point ~vhich perhaps won :L case before the 
vourt six nionths ago and certain counsel was on the 

side, the same tribunai has been known 
to reverse itself within a very sh:)rt space of time. 
Of course, it inay be looked a t  this other way; if one 
makes a decisioii to-day on certain points and then 
within six months' time that decision was wrong, 
one would be 1t7rong not to give a different decision, 
hut you see, Sir, that wonld be ail right standing bp 
Etsclf, but when the question of clecision is being 
girea with counsel on one side ar~l ingr  for that 
point, and then on other occasions the same co~ulsel 
rargning the opposite point iq in  hach case counsel 
heinq upheld b r  the Court, that t - ~ ~ d s  to exa~verate 
those less tolerant, those "unlike Job" practitioners 

I . nlio appear before the Court and find themselves suf- 
feriiig from that. They should realise although you 
iiiusl aim to will-that is what the client p d d  you for 
-you iliust be satisfied tnat that is all you call do; 
aacc the client must be satisfied; anu one must avoid 
that peraonal elenleiit, that too persolid intereat iu 
the result of one's case, and coilduat oueself in a cer- 
tain \\,ay. That is the only coinnient I ~ ~ o u l d  make 
on the remark which I unde r s t a~~d  was made by 
~ u c h  all experienced coullsel or olle of IIer 
Counsel a t  a n  earlier stage of this laeetillg. so it 
lnay Lvell be, Mr. Spealier, that thc hon. alzd learned 
Premier J:rho hears of ccPtaill ,o,oings-oll in respect of 
,011tenlpt does liot havc a full alld eclrlposite picture 

of the Bar as well the Bench on the occasioll when 
,t is alleged the Bar does not trcpt the Bench with 

respect; but do not for one molncllt believe that I 
TvOuld be content lvith the llot treatillg ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 ,  
mith respect, nor x\-ould 1 tolerate the Bench not 

the Bar Tvith respect to which it is elltitled. 
Anyho~v, I think I have said suff ici~at  to approve of 
this Bill which will Fe considered when we go into 
Committee; and other matters I will reserve for when 
Ive are cOnsiderillg the othel* Bill, the Magistrates 
Jurisdiction and Procedure Act of 1956 that is to 
'.Ome before us 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : There is very little I wish 
to sa(y by way of reply but there is one thing to which 
1 should reply. I t  is all very well to say in the admin- 
:strzttion of justice there can be no question of econo- 
"3'; ill the buildillg of a Hospital, there Can be 110 

question of economy; in  the provision to have schools 
to teach school children there can be no question o l  
ecOnOmJ'. We can keep the whole panel of 
supreme Court, Coullty Court and hlagistrates 
Court, and the mere fact that the hon. member who 
has just sat differs completely from the learned mem- 
ber for St. Janies who has had the experience of being 
L Solicitor General and a11 Attorney General of this 
eololly and has now returned to comnlon practice 
shows that there are many important matters in the 
ccizstitatioii on which an  honest opinion may be held 
111 the contrary by two experienced lawyers. We 
iI:i~ili that in all circnmstances, Mr. Speaker, the best 
colliproinise is to hare the Civil Jurisdiction in all 
distri-ts ill additioli to the Police Courts, bearing in 
iniiid the lleeessity for making lam not o l~ ly  as expedi- 
&iouslv but as cheaply as possible. On the whole the 
House could agree that we have dolle a good job. T 
a ill the hen. member has just sat of what 
the hen. junior member for ~ t .  J~~~~ the 
FTonsr. and that is, that this has been before the Pro- 
fession for  quite a lollP time. 

I think the hon. junior member for St. cTamcs 
drew attention to the fact that the us::-l tinGdiLv 
which the Governmeal ~ h o w s  when faced with posyi- 
i,le criticism on the part of the O~positi011, caus?(l 
the Government at  first to agree to the suggestioil 
'hat the Court of Appeal should have been retained, 
and so on. I am glad that the Governmeut haq see1 
fit to ctlt another prop from ulider the 
post of ~ ~ ~ b ~ d ~ ~  as being ulliyue and, in some re- 
spects, to  be getting ri;: of an anachronisn which has 
been existing for a long time. We sre now putting 
our Colzrts-we are the last in the West Indies to do 
it-on an up-to-date footing. 

I do not think I can reply to the po;nts whioh 
have been made without repeating myself. The 'dan- 
ger which may exist from merely having a Chief 
Justice and Puisne Judges is covered by the fact 
?hat if there is a danger of disagreement, the  Execu- 
tfve may appoint another Puisne Judge sn as to have 
;he decision of three persons instead of two. 
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1 do not think I can answer anything more ex- 
cept that I will reply to the hon. member n-ho has 
just sat down. EIe was mild in referrillg to my 
rifereace to contc-mpt of Court. l repeat: I a.11 

yossi'b~ly the last Barbadian who, without glossing 
Iwer the fact that Barbadians have niavy faults-l 
will say that they are some of the nlost creditable 
people-I am the last person who ~vonli: say dny- 
thing which would be irresponsible criticisin of an) 
of our Institutions or a criticism which would gitr: 
a wrong impression to others. On the other hall(?, 
I have often heard on the floor of this IIouse gross 
misrepresentations as regards the working of thl: 
General Hospital; there has been a wrong idea of the 
institution and I have always deplored it. I W O U ! ~  

be one of the last persons to say anyt_h.ing whizn 
shovs me have not got that healthy respect for the 
Courts nhich we should have, but I have seen with 
my owl1 eyes deplorable conduct on the part of 
Counsel and the Judge not doing what he  ought to 
have done, that is to say, sending both of then1 tc~ 
the cells. [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY. You ~ ~ o u l d  have 
gone too]. [Laughter] .  I have never niisLehavtd 
myself in  the High Courts; I defy any human being 
dead or alive to quote one single instnnce of 111y nlis- 
kehaviour in the Courts. I again appeal to hon. 
members to let us get through with this Bill; 1 prom- 
ise that if there is any Section of which hon. nzem- 
bers want a complete explanation, I sha!' be most 
nappy to give that or any other explavlatioii which 
is not obvio~ls from the "Objects and Reasons" of 
this Bill. 

T h e  question that  this Bzll be now read a second 
t h e  was pzct and resolved in the  affzrmatitqe wi t i~oz~ t  
divisiom. 

O'@ the motioxl o f  Ham. G. H. ADAMS, seconded 
b y  Horn. R. G .  MAPP, Jfr .  SPEAKER lef t  the Cha.ir, 
a,nd the House went into Committee ~ 1 %  the Bill, Mr. 
SMITH being in the Chair. 

Clauses 1 f o  3 were called and passed 
Cluz~se 4 was callcd. 
J-Ion. G. I-I. ADANS- I beg to rrlove that 

Clause 4 stand part of the dill. 
Hon. Dr. H.  G. H. CVMmNE:  T beg to  second 

that. 
Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, with respect ti, 

*his Clause, I wonder wohether the Hol1 Premier 
would clear up a point which seems to be worrying 
some people. It is the custom in other Colonies 
where there are supreme Courts of this nature, as 
for instance i;n Trii~idgd and British Guiava, for th? 
Puisne dudges to hold their office by seniority. 1 
am wondcring if the Hcn. Premier could say if that 
practice would be followed here or if the Puisne 
Judges will have equal status. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: It is difficult to give 
an  answer to that question off-hand. There is no 
permanent Puisne Judge a t  present, ~vher, a Pcisl-1. 
Judge is appointed, he would be eanal v i t i ~  his col- 
leagues. I do not see how you could very  ell call 
one Puisne Judge senior and one jixiiior when t h ~ y  
will, probably be appointed on the same day. This 
1s a matter to which a full answer can be given w h ~ n  
the Salaries Revision Commissioner comec, and the 
matter is made final on his recommendations. 

T h e  qzcestion fhad Cla.zcse 4 sfand part of the 
Bill was put and resolved in, the aflirmativc without 
division-. 

Clause 5 was called. 
Hon. G. H .  ADAMS: I bec to move that 

Llause 5 stand part of the Bill. 
Hon. Dr. H.  G. H. CUMMINS: I be2 to second 

I hat. 
Mr. TUDOR: Sub-clause 2 of thi< Clause 7s 

3 ather important. It reads as follows : 

"No Judge shall be capable of beinr elected to 
or of sitting in the General Assembly." 

I think that as that Sub-clanse reads, nobodlj, W 
could quarrel with it. Obviously, ever7 body ac- 
cepts the idea that you will not have a politicial~ 
who is elected to this House sitting on the Belwh, 
but I am wondering whether the sail!. exclusio~~ 
should not apply to members of the Other Place. 
i t  is true that the me~nbers of the 0 th~ : .  Place are 
not elected, but a t  the same time I am wondering 
xhether there is any reason other thsl~l thr  t xclusive- 
ness of this Chamber for not stipulating here that 
~aembers of the Other Place as well as meiilbers of 
the General Assembly should iiot be Judges. 

I t  is true that we have had problens like this 
1n this House before and the House-havr accepted 
;he point of view that i t  is not desirable that members 
of this House should sit on Statutory Gcards. As 
I said before, 110 one will quarrel with the idea that a 
member of this House should not sit on the Bench 
as a Judge; but it does seem strange to ine that a 1 
similar position should not obtain in  the case of 
members of the Other Place unless i t  is that the Gov- 
ernment envisages that members of the Other Place 
nlay either alternate as members of the Other 
Place and Judges a t  different periods, or that 
Judges themselves, whether i n  active service 
or retired, may be put  i n  the Other Place 
fox acting periods or to fill vacancies created by the 
departure of substantive members. The matter doe* 
i:ot seem to be particularly controversial, but it 
seems to me that the provision to exc lud~ the mem. 
bers of the General Assembly from being Puisne 
Judges might also be extended to cover the case of 
inembers of the Other Place. 

This is a matter on which soae  explanation 
should be given, because unless hon. members un 
derstand the reasons for it, it might be taken that 
some discrimination is practised against the members 
of this House in favour of the members of the Other 
I'lace. 

I for one believc any such informxtion is i n  
place in a Bill of this sort, therefore, I da think that 
wine explanation shocld be given and I mill be d..- 
::ghted to hear what js the explanatioc. 
6.45 p.m. 

Hon. G. H. ADAIIS: Mr. Chairn?an, siinple 
reflection can make the honourable r!ierr.ber see the 
Lxplaizatioi~. There is nothing to g r e v e ~ ~ t  a judge 
srsnding for election unless you say in the Act, he 
cannot stand for election but a member of the 
Legislative Council is selected by a Secretary oi 
3tate for the Colonic-, who selects judgec, aild therc 
fore there is no necessity to put in that for the other 
House of Legislature. One cannot sqe the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies appointing to the Other 
Place a Judge as a member. We once had an Attar- 
ney General in the Other Place ~v1io acted 
as Chief J;nstjce. During that time he did not h 
go in the Legislative Council. It is incoin- 
patible in a Colony as developed as Barbados 
to say that you would ever dream of a.lloxving a 
.Judge to appear in the Other House. \Fe tliong!;t 
l t  out as to whether it would be better to rnalre pru. 
vision for i t  i11 this Bill or in the Representation of 
?ht People Act affecting election, bnt it is nct nece3- 
sary to do it as regards the Other Place when the 
same person who appoints members to the Legisla- 
t l ~ e  Council appoil-ts Judges to the Suprc me Court. 

Tlze question thal Clause 5 stand pay1 ujas pr~ t  
nmd agreed to. 

Clause 6 wan ca,lled and iprassed. 
Clause 7 was called. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMX: I believe tha,t In this 

~:lause there may be a misarint i n  some ?ionourabla * 
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members copy. I t  seems to be only typographical 
and I*am suggesting to the Clerlr to nave it changeri. 
1 beg to move that Clsuse 7 stand part, 

Hon. Dr. H. Q. H. CUMMINS : I beg to secon:l 
that. 

Tlze qzcestion was pzct and agreed to 
Clauses 8-16 inclusive wers  calleci' se'parately 

and passed. 
6.50 p.m, 

Claz~ses 17 t o  54 inclzisive were called separately 
ond passed. 

2'he Xchedules 1, 2 a*zd 3 were called separately 
anid passed. 

O n  motion of Hon. 8. H. ADAUS seconded C y  
]$on. Dr. H .  G. B. C U X M I N S  Mr.  CFT,?IICiriEA:\' 
reported the passing o f  the Bill in Committee, uSwi 
Mr. S P E A K E R  resumed tELe Chair m d  reported 
uccordingly. 
I .OO p.m. 

U n  motions of Hons. B. H.  ADAfMX, seconded, 
Hon. Dr. H .  B. H. CUfMLM'ZNS in each case tdze Bill 
was read a third t ime and passed. 

PUBLIC HEALTH BILE-C'td 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day is 
to resume Committee on the Bill to  amend the 
Public Health Act, 19'08. 

Mr. S P E A K E R  left  the  Chair, the Hozcse re- 
sumed Commizten o n  the  Bill, Mr. X l I T H  being 
in  t he  Chair. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H.  CUMMINS: Hon. members 
will remember that on the last occasion, we post- 
poned the further consideration of this Bill on two 
points after passing the first section. The first point 
was whether i t  was possible to have a uniform front- 
age of land, and the second point- was what effect 
the passing of this Bill would have on the Bill regu- 
lating the siting of pig pens. The Xousiiig Authority 
was consulted on both these points, and they have 
recommended as regards the cluestioii of frontage, 
that  that wonld probably be dealt with by way of 
Regulations; they have recommended a minimnm 
of 25 feet as a frontage. As regards the point as to 
the keeping of pigs, the Authority has said that ths 
passing of this Bill would have no cflect on the prtq 
eiit position relative to the siting of pig pe:l.r. 
7.1G p.m. 

I t  was erroneously reported in the local news- 
papers that this section was postpolled to consider the 
area as was suggested by the honourable senior mem- 
ber for the City. I say i t  was erroneously reported, 
because I never said any such thing. 1 postponed 
i t  on the two points which I have just mentioned.. 

The Housing Authority further says that this not 
only applies to Barbados, but that there 1vas a B.W.1 
Conference held in Barbados in Jalmary, 1951, and 
a t  that coliferelice this area was recommended to all 
Go~~erllmelits. Incidentally, Sir, perhaps you might, 
have noticed a letter appearing from iny Ministry 
in this morning's Advocate. That was due to the 
sallie and as usual, false impression on t l i~  part of 
the leader writer i11 the Aci'uocatc in connection 
with this area. Those who read that article and 
that  letter this monling will have noticecl, if they 
did not notice i t  before, that this question of over- 
crowding does not apply to the area of 2,400 squar. 
feet as at  present in the law'. This ovc.rcrowding which 
we have in  the areas around Briclgeto~vii resulted 
from earlier days when there was no particular area 
for  the size of a house spot. That was the result of 
the time when you sited your house wherever i t  could 
be sited and the question of a uniform plot was not 
considered a t  all. So, Xir, i t  is erroneous aiid false 

to say that the 2,400 square feet have produced the 
present over-crowding results, or that i t  is likely to 
result from the s,uggested 1,800 square feet in this 
Bill. I beg to move that Clause 2 stand part. 

Hon. &I. E.  COX: I beg to  second tnat. 
Mr. E. D. BfOT1l'I~EP : I do iiot quite understand 

the Minister's point 01 view. There were two points 
made which were not merely related to the area, but 
relative to the siting and fronting of the house but 
he did say that he mould also discuss that matter as 
regards the question of size with the Executive. In 
other words, when the matter was discussed it was 
.ne point of view of those of us on this side of the 
table that while i t  might be possible for you to 
reduce the size from 2,400 square feet that you should 
not go down to the 1,800 square feet but to com- 
promise 2,0100 square feet. 

Now, the Hon. Minister did say at  the time that 
o:1 account of the two points raised over this side ne 
tvould postpone consideration of the Bill and give 
consideration to the p o i ~ t s  ralsed. Ye alsc said t h ~ t  
the Housing Authorit: had intimated that i t  woultl 
serve a better purpose by inserting that i n  regu- 
lations. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. R. CUMMINS: Mr, Chairmall, 
rn a point of explanation, I said that t1.e Honsing 
Anthority recommends a minimum frontage of B5 
feet and I pointed out that that co~lld b? very well 
controlled by regulations rather than by putting It 
in the Act. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman. I call 
quite appreciate that that could be: c o ~ t ~ o l l e d  by 
putting in  a regulation rather than p t t i c g  i t  in thz 
dct .  'but those regulations should have been made 
cmck 1928. Up to-now, no such regulation has been 
inade aiid I do not kllorn when such a regulation 
T.vill be made. I olily do hope that n'heii regulations 
are made they will not be one-sided, that is, one set 
of regulations will be made to suit one set of people 
and another set for the Government. E expressed 
that view when I was a member of the nousing 
Board. I think the Hon. Minister was a member 
of the Board of Heallh when that Board objectecl 
to the idea of reducing the size to 1,800 square feet 
:vhen the matter was put to the Board. I personally 
did iiot agree then to reducing i t  to 1,800 sqQare feet, 
but in view of prevailing circumstances I consider 
.hat you can reduce it to 2,000 square f?et. Lat2r 
on I am going to move that as  an  amendment. 

Surely the Hon. Minister is correct when he 
says that house spots of the size of 2,400 square feet 
are not the cause of slum areas. It woul~l be incor 
lect whoever did give that impression. Our d u n ~ s  
were created before 1228 and they were the result, 
:IT he has said, of the time ~vhen plots were of 800 
and 1,2080 square feet. What I an1 ,q.oiny to ask the 
Xlnister to say is this: would he come in here and 
my that he ~ ~ ' o u l d  agrce that the m i i l i m ~ ~ r ~  frontaqe 
sf a plot should be 25 feet? As a matter ctf fact, i r~ 
the absence of any regulations now, there is a standing 
rule of the Board of Hralth which the Borrd make.; 
nuite clear to those people who are about to cut Q;> 

land that the Board would iiot give approval to the 
plan if any plot was less than 30 feet froatage. The 
( ~ ~ ~ s t o m  of all surveyors is to t ry  and nialce the lots 
of a size of not less than 40 feet. 

Mr. Chairman, you can well iniaginz what wiil 
be the result when you make the minimum for front- 
age 25 feet. Anybody with any area of land to cut 
u p  wonld t ry  to get in as  many spots as possible by 
sticking to the minimum of 25 feet. I f  you do agree 
10 the minimum of 25 feet you will create further 
s!unls because houses will be sited too close to each 
other. I could never agree with i t  anc? I threw 
out the suggestion 'at the time. I thought they 



vould have restricted i t  to  what i t  is now. As a 
rcatter ~f fact, i t  would suit  n ~ y  voc.atit,ll if it n e r i  
made 25 feet but I would I ) J ~  agree mith it. Let u\ 
take fo r  instance two hm3es 20 feet long sited on 
two house spots alongsic7,e each other wit11 a fro~ltag,: 
of 25 feet each. That ~ j o u l d  mean that there \T onlti 
be only five feet betwL1en them and one eonlci easily 
push his hands out 01 one house nor only to touch 
the other but to go right in  the other honsc. 

Having pu t  that  up, I am suggestiug to th.: 
Hon. Minister that  the  minimum of 23 f -et n;ou!!l 

r out of keeping with lnodern development i n  hous- 
hig. I t  wonld be alright if you were developing apart- 
ment houses or self-c>ontained units. I inay agree w i ~ h  
that. 

The Hon. Minister of Social Services has coiile 
in  toclay and said that they have firally decided to 
reduce the plots to  m31imum of 1,506 square feet. 
H e  having moved tha t  Clause 2 s tand ,?art, I aiu 
going to  move that  tile words "eighteen hundred" 
In tha t  Clause be! delete6 and the words "two thous- 
and" be inserted i n  their place. I have tzken tae  
opportunity to discuss this matter with a body of 
$ ~ r v e y o r s .  I do feel if the Government wants to 
reduce the area without causing anv e~n!~arrassmc;~t 
or without creating a n y  appearance of anything like a 
slum area that  they would agree to  malrth i t  12,Oi)G 
square feet. You certrinly cannot malre a frontage 
the minimum of 25 feet. That will be Too small. 
I can see the reason why they zre making i t  only 
1 , 8 0  square feet. 

I am going t o  ask the  Hon. Minster to tell the 
House how can he say that  to insert in  regulations 
z frontage of 25 feet would not affect the site of a 
pig pen. The Hon. Minister knows tha t  a pig pen 
a u s t  be  a t  least 15 feet froni the  house as used by 
the occupier. That applies not only to the house 
out to  any  par t  of the house. On the other hand, 
she question of sanitary convenience: must also 
he taken into consideration. Everybody knows that 
the great majority of those people who buy these 
!ots fo r  the purpose of putting their houses c a l n ~ ~ t  
df'ord to p u t  i n  a water-tborile sewerage. They call 
l nly afford an earthen pit, and that mnct be pu t  a 
; ertain distance from the other person's 1,oase. Arc- 
you going to  suggest tnat  a lot of 25 fe,.t ill widtll 
dnd 1,800 square feet can allow o?e to pu t  those. 
inings a reasonable distance alvay from the oth2r 
man's house? Everybody linows tha t  you do not 
site a n  earthen pit  near to  the  honse. Tf you a;.? 
going to reduce it to the size of 25 feet, you must 
r ause the person to site the earthell p i t  itear to t113 
other person's house. If it is to be put  as Tar es 
possible from his premises, he must po t  it near !o 
the other's man's premises. I do hope other hon. 
{~nrable members will express their views agaiiist 
this idea of a frontage of 25 feet. It is absurd and  
? hope hon. members will not allow that view to g:) 
unchallenged. 
7.20 p.m. 

Finally, Sir, I do say that I do not think i t  is 
t o o  late even now, regardless of what the Housing 

Authority might say in  reducing it to 1,800 sqnzle 
feet, and I know there are  members who feel i t  
fihould remain a t  2,4C10 square feet. I feel a coin- 
promise would be the answer and you can make i t  
2,000 and  in  a n  acre you can get quite a number of 
lots. 

Mr. Chairman, I do not think it is too late to 
make ziz ap13eal to the Minister of Health tha t  it be 
reduced to 2,000 square feet instead of 1,8001 square 
feet. I suggest he should call a conference of survey- 
ors and  people developing land and make plan3 in 
accordance with the  scale as laid down in  the  Act, 

hqcause iii the Public Health Act it n-ould create 
t~e:~iendous clltlicultles and  tha t  has beell represellted 
to llle by surregors. I a m  sure that  the l ion. ,vlin- 
iClter could L L ~ ~ C L I ~ ~  i t  with any  Goveri~ment sur- 
, eyor. i t  \ioul~L ineaii that if i t  reinains i11 this: way 
the scale for  Eve plots of land wouici take u p  the roolll 
;l: here. I suggested it t o  the  hon. nleinber and i 
'bought he would h a ~ e  given us  more inforniatioll but 
Le says i t  has been suggested tha t  the  Housing Author- 
l ty  when they have been given a n  opportunity i n  the 
not too distant future  with their experts to do the 
work-you will hear of it 011 the floor of this House, 
but 1 am anlong people who believe you will hear lt 
abroad before they come to this House with it. I 
a m  going to suggest tha t  where the  word9 "1,8Ob 
square feet" appear, you delete it and  put  in the  
words "2,OO'O square feet." One must not mind as 
long as you are  i n  public life tha t  you must have 
clitlcisin; members must criticise and  you must no: 
expect them to say everything is right. 1 do not think 
that  Gover~~ment  should take advantage of tha t  be- 
cause there was criticism i n  the Press, but you come 
back and say it should be 1,800 square feet. There- 
fore, I urge the Hon. Minister to take into consider- 
ation the remarks I have made that  it is absolutely 
incorrect and the other point wonld be, if you pass 
this Act it is not only for Government's development 
of land, but also for private people, a n d  you must 
!,ear i n  mind that 9970 of the people wilo buy land 
of this nature wonld b'e developing not with the 
waterborne systein but  with the earthen pit system: 
aiid if you reduce the spot to 1,800 square feet, if 
a inan must c o i n p l ~  with the Regnlatioils he must 
throw his water i11 the other man's yard, and  1 
suggest to the ho11. members tha t  it is not too late to 
reconsider it. I had i n  mind 50 feet by 40 feet; 
because after a nzaiz puts  u p  a house with a frontage 
of 20 feet there is ten feet oil one side and  ten feet on 
the other side by  the &her man;  and  after all a human 
being is entitled to some privacy and  if you are  ollly 
five feet away you can p u t  out your haild. and  reach 
into somebody 'S window. There is no such thing as a 
sluin area: by virtue of the houses and so on, and if you 
go in Suttle Street and remove the houses there, the  
land is b e a ~ ~ t i f u l  building land. If you go u p  Pond 
S d e  and you pull off the houses, it is perfectly good 
land, but  i t  only wants resiting and layillg out. If 
you go to  Pine Hill  or Lodge Hill where there is 
an  open area of land, and you decide you are going 
to make a twenty-five foot frontage, then ill five years 
you will create some difficulty because there w o ~ ~ l d  
be iiowhere for people to r u n  abobt. It is not too 
late to reconsider it and make it 5011. X 40ft. If you 
malre it 2Sft. you call get more out of it. I am going 
to  throw this as  a warning; if a man buys a spot of 
land which would normally have been 2,400 square 
feet, there is very little advantage if you make it 
let us  say @ft. b y  40ft. which would give a human 
eing some reasonable standard of liviny and some 

privacv, and 1 hope it is not too late for ?;on to set3 
I V Y  point aiid appreci2te it. Whatever yovr ITonsin~r 
Authority might say, I challenge any  member of 
2 1 1 ~  Housing Authority in  Barbados ~v1.o uays ;t 
will mean anything t c  the country to put up 
f>onse with a 25 feet wide frontage. The Hon. Min- 
k t e r  %.as a member of the Board of ITealth for 
,-ears and there are niembers on it now u7ho refnscl 
fo pass under 30 feet. and some of 11s fcl.1 that 39 
T~et  is too narrow. You co~11d not even get out a. 
 offi in. as you kcow. if it is like that  and 1 snggret 
that  a n  amendment should be made. 

I Mr. GODDARD: 3Ir. Chairma-, 011 the labt 
I-ceasion when we were discussing the reduction of 



existing house spots from 2,400 squarc fc8.t tile horl 
beilior member for the City suggest~il to the Dlinlb 
ter that of a compromise of 2 , W  square feet. Lye 
readily appreciate their difficulty GB (1cvelop1nei.1 
and realise the cost of building roacl, an? SO on awB 
;.ather high and that they wanted to lieer, domn till. 
oyerhead cost per unit, but tonisht they co r~~e  back 
alld tell us that the Housing Author~ty h ~ c ;  accepted 
Qr would agree to a ~r,inimum troatsge of 25 fert 
ffhich I think is a rcslly rough step. TTc have n.) 
regulations now1, but I know no house snc.ts are cist 
ilp under 35 feet frontage. When i t  :FiIr 2.400 square 
"et I suggested that the frontage be 40 feet, that ir: 
40 ft. by 60 ft. If you reduce i t  to 1,800 square feet 
you would have development taking p::,ce cf 25 
f tet  frontage and 72 feet depth. That is svaetly hor~v 
developers are going to operate. There ar, going to 
take the minimum and it is going to ke standarci, 
[A VOICE : Who said we are going to put t!~is iu 
t::e Regulations?] I ccn only go by what the Min- 

of Social ServicGq has said, that t>c Housing 
Authority has suggesxed that the Reguiat~ons bz 
nlade for 25 feet. If that minimum is put in, it 
~vould be worse with no regulatious a t  all, because 
the General Board ofaHealth is not goina tn pernlit 
i t  now without any Reglzlations, and if you put 
i t  in the Regulations, the Board of He3lth woul(l 
have no power whatever to go beyond thz? and your 
i~~in imum would be standard. It is nornlal practice 
for people cutting uy, land to cut it a t  40 feet. I' 
'j;~&-m &d put in  Regulations you Ire  v~aking this 
Ivorse, and I am seconding the :tmencl.nent thy1 
1,on. senior member for the: City has made, that this 
tc: amended to 2,000 square feet,. T thick it is an 
ariiendment that could be accepted by Gov~rninent in 
the interest of the pecple and the futnre develop- 
n-enb of l a n k  
7.30 p.m. 

Mr. ALILDER: Mr. Chairmall, 011 tllis occasion, 
Sir, I prefer to agree with the propocals in the Bill 
I do say that becausj making house spots smaller 
is bringiag such spot within easier reac!i of people 
whose income has p r e ~ r n t e d  them from qmninp any 

in the past, and repeat 'lhat I said las' 
t ~ m e  when we discussed this amendment, and it 15 

this. 
  he m i n i ~ ~ u r n  does not apply to these Person? 

shose means afford ti:em to purchase a larger spot 
>f land on which to unt their h~uses ,  bnt i t  accom. 
modates the worker who can only give hilllself .L 
? G  Y 9 or a 18 X 10 h(>~:se, to g?? a bpot of his 
for less than a larger spot would cost hilt,. What is 
wore, with the modeln means of sanit)!tion, this 
kr~xrision affords a larger number of people to live 
on a smaller area of Imd,  and 1 \ ~ a u l d  1iBc to dram 
rhe attention of the hcn. senior meml~er for the Cit-; 
ti; the proximity of houses in  places like li'ontabell~, 
Chapman Street and King Street; these are houses 
c f the middle classes and sanitation has not broken 
down. The small size of a peasmt's plot does 11c: 
clake him more liable to keep an ieqan,l qrg place : 
ii is the larger place which creates the great?? 
possibility of euch a ilappeniag. If von have a 25 
foot frontage for a El~nse 16 x 9, that .till leave., 
a passage between one person's house xl.d that of 
another; and in an area where land is cut up i : ~  
6nch small spots, you find that there is tltp tendency 
to e t  houses of a similar size "oncmtrsted ill th? 
particular area. Where you have a hmsc 16 x 9 
or 18 x 10, every other house is of that size. 

I n  that case, YOU have to take into considera- 
t;011 the 9 feet which remains outside the given area 
.J? which the house &ads, and also t11~ iame 9 feet 
that the householder \ ~ o ~ l d  leave out. If 11011. menl- 
Eers knew the country areas as some of 7-1s do, ancl 

:\.ire acquaintecl with pertain districts w1.lcre1 due to 
t11e scarcity of land 2nd the dlEcnltieq of people 
I getting house spots, they will rselise that som.? 

~f these houses are perched on hillq. and the reason 
is zhat land is so high in cost that these people have 
io ~ U L  their houses 111 the difficult areas as  they now 

:tand. I am glad to see that  the Govc~rnmeilt has not 
(hanged the size of t!lc housespots as has beell sug 
cested by some meinters of . the Opposition; I feel 
illtit this is the correat provision. and it should bt? 
:o. If somebody \\ants a bigger honsespot, nobody 
prevents him froin goil~g to an area and taking two, 
three or four spots a~cording to his means ancl the 
-<ize of his house. 

All the arguments seem to he conrentrated on 
this 25-foot frontage. Sometinles YOU have much 
depth, and therefore what you lose in  the fron:zg 
you gain in the length. If you ~van t  spa?? and col;- 
v+nienee, in  resppet 91' the placing of latrines anti 
llie keeping of pig pens, you could offset the d i g -  
ml ty  which might be crcated by the 26-foqt frontage. 
We have reached the htage where we have tenemei,t 
21onses and a p a r t m e ~ t  houses lvhere ths cIivision 
between them is no more than 6 inches. If you wel~t, 
: O  the Hastings district, YOU will find that there 
are flats and sometimes you have six and eight 
families occupying a h~~ i ld ing ,  and then. is not this 
large amount of space between the families; there 

just the thickness of a wall separating tenemeilt. 
Ilouses. Here you arz getting several feet betwean 
one house and the other; I think that according to 
the Act, years ago the minimum size of ahouse- 
spot was 800 square frct, and now it is 1,800 squarc 
rcet, that is definitely Pn improvemeut. 

On the last occasicn some. hon. meabers sug . 
gested that to attempt a reduction in +he size of 
house spots would not be working in  the interest of 
the people, and tne charge was made thot some hon 
members did not wani people to keep t h ~ i r  pig! and 
other atock. I would like to say that that is no5 
quite correct; there are many household~rs who c13 
not keep stock, but they would like to bwn house- 
spots. With regard to those who want to keep stock 
or to build their owl1 houses, therc is aotliing t,, 
ilreVellt them from saying to an owner of land "Do 
11ot give me this house-spot or 1,800 sqnare feet, I 
want one of 3.600 sqlrare feet 0:. 111-)re." I do nos 
t.ink that we would b., creating more s!ums in rs- 
tluciilg the size of a ho?lsespot from 2,400 square fee-, 
1, 1,8(~0 square feet;  hat^^^^ is said iTl future, if 
the law compels that housespots be of a large size, 
tnat will hamper manv more people, allcl I am hop- 
iqg that the Government does not this size. 

I feel very strongly in this matter because I 
li110~ the difficulty which many people el-tcounter in 

moua;. to 3 mil?imum spol; 
obtains now. 

7.40 p,m. 
Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I muet make my 

iosition clear in a matter of this kind where the 
C;overllment of Barbador has a deliberate o2 
c.reating slums illstead cf abolishing we of my - 
party are making no o12 this Bill at, 
Before the 10th Julv, 1894 the plantocracy whcl 
then controlled the Z'egislature thought that 800 
square feet was sufficient for the averaye qorliina 
man to live on with llis wife and falllily as the 
might be. Between 1894 and the 19tn ,=J,.,~ of Jun#, 
1928. the area of 1.200 square feet was thought to bc 
sufficiellt for the average workizg-class man to live 
o r  by the descendants cf the same elements in our 
pummunity. Now. the Labour Goverqmer.t was not 

power in 1928: so the white people of the same 
g ~ m p l e s i o ~  as their iJLscendants decided that with 
tne mowth of ideas of liebesraum (living space) the 
minimum of 2,400 s v a r e  feet wa5 fit end proper 
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for the %orking class people to l i v  on; ancl that 
zrea was put in the Public Health Act 3s the mini- 
:num and i t  took effeei from that date in 1928. l 
may remind hon. mem;,ers that i t  was only a couplc 
of years before that time that Herr  Hitler createc 
the idea of more liebesraum for the Germans. 

Thirty years have passed and now we get the 
kappy union of conservatism and reactinn - con- 
servatism coming from the hon. senior xiember for 
+be City and reactiov coming from thz so-called 
L sbour Government -- succwmbing to the blandish 
ments of some haU-baked clerks in  the Housi i i~  
Board wiio nave been elevated to jobs for which they 
are  not qualified and in  the performarnce of which they 
are utterly incompetent. On the question of policy 
you get the Governmat Wening t o  that kind of 
acivice and deciding to take 1.800 square feet as 
sufficient for a workins-class man and his famiry to 
live on. You get this kind of nonsome put up by 
t ~ e  hon. senior member for the City an? his party 
ibat  they would compromise on that by making it 
2,000 square feet. As f a r  as  we the members of my 
party are concerned, there is no compromise on this 
*n?tter because we sho~lld be enlarging on the priv;. 
legas and rights of the community and not trying to 
restrict them a t  every turn. 

This whole amendment is ill-conceived and 
badly drafted and whsn I come to section 3, I will 
illustrate mhat I mean. We are dealing with section 
2 and I will restrict myself to dealing with that 
arction. 

When we amend sub-section (11) cf Section 
fifty-two of the principel Act by deleting the words 
"twenty-four hundred" occurring therein and sub- 
stituting therefor the vords "eighteen hundred", in 
19y opinion, we have reached the bottom of political 
degeneracy in this Island. I know, Mr. Chairman, 
that everything that  is done to the unfortunate 
11eople of this Island today is done in  the name of 
werpopulation. I have already exploded that 
fallacy in this Bill. If the people are unemployed you 
lell them that they have too many children; they 
are tainted with the odginal sin of procreation. I f  
they have to emigrata and go to Englnnd to find 
jobs because they are unemployed, you say as 
tegards this insoluble problem we can 40 nothin:: 
with it in Barbados because we arc? 21 1 14 miles 
Of course, since the lion. junior member for S;. 
John has goLe over to the other side of the Tablc. 
W+ have added two ~ l i l e s  to the dimensions of tha 
jsland. So great is his conceit that he thinks that 
the amount of his paltry contribution to the other 
side is worth two miles to Barbados. I f  there 
iz  a high level of unemployment m this Island, i t  is 
not because the naticalal income is not being pro- 
~ e r l y  distributed or bccause the people vho have i t  
within their power to make the distribn?;on do noe 
make i t  or because we are overpopulated and have 
'00 many children. If you want to herd the unfor 
tunate workers into slums or into cattls! pens it i~ 
lrecause we do i t  in the name of overpopulation 
They say i t  is the pe~ple 's  fault. That is what the 
Government is preaching today. 

I consider any member of our Parly on this 
side of the I-Iouse will be a traitor to the people 
~ h o m  he is supposed to represent, and the peopl.: 
whom we are supposed to represent are ?he less for- 
tunate peopIe of this Island, the (people who arz 
asking for liebesraunz, and for  the wide open spaces, 
not the restricted areas which the Government is 
trying to impose on them. I wonder if hon. mem- 
hers on the other side of the Table realise that 
  her ever you fix a maximum it  becomes the  minimum 
sud  wing the same analogy wherever v011 fix the 
minimum it  becomes the maximum. Let no one get  
amay from that thesis a t  all. You will never under- 

stand my argument unless you appreciate that. 
Right through this Pllalic Health Act .v( u tell the 
2eople that two-thirds of the area rrlnst be open anti L* 
according to the argurxnt  of the hon. junior member 
for St. Peter whenever a man's income increases :l 
f i t  or one af the girls in his family gcts rnarried 
and have a baby, he has got to put  a chanlber on or 
push back the shed to his 16' X 9'  and put on another 
16' x 9'  and the nex? year as the family increases 
he pushes back the shci? roof and kitch?:~ and puts 
on another house in You arc restricting 
illem to having a house of a certain size because thb 
Public Health Act says that a certain proportion 
of the land must be y ~ r d  space. 
7.50 p.m. 

TVe are saying that twice the ayes of the house 
n2ust be yard space. If you are saying that twics 
:he area must be yard space, you arc restricting th* 
hize of the house to me-third of 1.8010 square feet 
nhich it is now. I am not a mathen~aticinn but i t  is 
a simple process of arithmetic; how can a man as I 4 
have seen in Lightsfoot Lane, Spruce Street, Pond 
Side agree to our doiag this'? They have a little 
16' x 9' or an  18' X 10'-two roofls and kitchen and 
~ u t  offices: then somcbody sends money from Aruba 
(because they do not get any raise in  wnges in Bar- 
'uados, so it comes from outside) and they get con- 
crete blocks or  saw up  soft stones 3nd build on a 
,:tlllery to the front; but in this legislation you can- 
i10t do that because you cannot use mow than one- 
third the size of the total area of Imd. What kind 
3E ambition do we have for people in Barbados? Yocx 
cdnnnot keep a pig an-rlnore because the pen must be 
20 feet from the house even outside the City. I think 
i t  would be a better thing if instead of restricting 
'be land the Governw.ent could get the kon. junior 
rcember for St. John t3 take them down 10 the Eas- 
.',cm parishes and shqm them +he addit~onal land 
cijscovered down there. I think it, would be a better 
~c lu t ion  than the Bill we are adopting now. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman. I think that what 
:his discussion has shown so fa r  is that th?y are three F 
distinct points of view in this House this evening on 
this measure, and i t  would be as well, Mr. Chairman, 
to understand that. Here you have a Government 
~ ~ e a s u r e  started of coi!rse and sponsored ky Qover~i- 
ment which is saying that hencefortyard houses are 
to be built and erectzci on plots of land of not less 
than 1,800 square feet. The official Opposition who:,e 
l u t y  i t  is to oppose the  Government and for whieiz 
i t  is paid suggests a compromise, because even the 
official Opposition feel.: that the Governrncnt is goinq 
too f a r  and in order to save i t  from some of the 
possible consequences of its folly, tho official Opposi- 
tion is suggesting to the Government t.1 make it 
3,000 square feet for the people; but the law at  the 
moment says 2,400 squsre feet and that 4- the stand 
!aken by the hon. senior member for St. George who 
has just spoken and the one to mhich 1 adhere. I 
think that what is the trouble, Mr. Chairn:aa, is that A 

they generally do not see any future ?ither for them. 
selves in this Island or for the people of Barbados, 
and for that reason every scheme however half-baked 
commends itself to them; and there is na absurdity 
which will not find them among its stoutest support 
ers. If it is true, Mr. Chairman, that there was a 
time when less enligj~tened people felt that 2.400 
square feet would do. z7d that the time now is that 
they think that rather less would meet the caee, it 
must surely mean that they have lost faith even in 
their own self-advertised mission and thare is noth- 

I 

ling more to do but to pack up and go. Our stand is 
quite clear on this matter. We do not feel so d e s  
?airing as they do; the normal increase in the p o ~ n -  
lation of this island does not friqhton UFI_ we expect 
i t  and i t  is something one ought to expect: and wc b. 
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are  not prepared, Mr Chairman, to  be a party lo 
any scheme which will permit the rlcll pe lple OL thl, 
Island to evade their responsibilities by making IL 

appear to poor people that it is thew ver: 1iiernDer.s 
that have brought about the coilditlons uoder mnich 
they live and that is the principle on which the:: 
stand. We are not saying of course .and itever havc. 
said that if this I s l a ~ d  had 50,000 few people we 
should not be better off; but we are not deal~ng with 
"ifs" tonight. We cannot fear ancl will not com- 
promise without vo ic i~g  the protest that there are 
adme in this House of &seSbly who do not see tde 
clangers of what this Government proposes to do. Thls 
is a matter on which the people oztsicie of thls Housa 
must feel very strongly, and they must ferl strongly 
because they are puzzled to know whether we have 
exhausted all human ingenuity in our powers of 
?binking and whether Government is now saying that 
they gee it impossibJe to rehouse the population oP 
this Island without herding them into smaller and 
smaller places; because that  is what it  mounts to. 
If this Bill passes, Mr. Chairman, i t  moul+ be a clem 
admission on the part of this Government that i t  now 
despairs of rehousing and resettling the population 
of this Island, herding that same population into 
smaller and smaller spaces. As I said when we first 
c'iscussed this matter, where are you goiqg to draw 
the line, Mr. Chairman? If you tell PS now that 
1.800 square feet is sufficient and ths people of this 
Island are so unfortunate as to have them back in 
Parliament, in  two yc:ars time they will be telling 
zou that 1,200 square feet would do and then 800 
square feet and there is no logical way of drawing 
 he line. The alternative is for the Housing Author- 
ity (which we have set up because they aslred us to) 
(~i id for the Government and Ministers vho should 
c ~ n t r o l  that Housing Authority to devise schemes 
of policy which will rmettle the people of this Islan 1 
~ri thout  a t  the same time d e n y i ~ ~ g  them the oppor- 
tunity of fuller light. When I review ?his whole 
kituation, Mr. Chairman, I am corivin:cd that it 
y~ill  not take a lot of argument and a lot of demon- 
stration to prove that we are right and the others 
are wrong; and the very fact that the oficial Op- 
position is moving an  amendment to stop the dis- 
astrous consequence of what they want to do is proo' 
cauou&that the situation is even worse tkan we SUS- 

pect: I think that they are wrong; I am certain they 
:,re wrong; they are -.vrong in their huxanity, Mr. 
Chairman, they are wrong in their polic-v, they are 
wrong in their a r i t h ~ ~ e t i c ,  hut they are right on1.v 

this: that a t  last they have had the clumsiness to 
s!iow their hands and impress upon the people of 
this Island that they are incapable. 

T h e  question that the words proposed t o  be de- 
Toted stand p r t  wvts put a ~ d  resolved ht the af f i r -  
nzative the H o m e  dividing as follou*s:- 

A y e s :  Hon. G. B ADAMS, Hon. Dr. H. G. H. 
Cunmrr~s, Hon. M. E Cox, Hon. $. G. MAPP, Mrs. 
I?OURNE, Mr. HOLDER, IsTr. BRYAN. Mr. VATTQHAN and 
Mr. ALLDER-9. 

Noes: Mr. BRANCKER, Mr. BARROW, Mr. TUDOIC, 
Mr. GODDARD and Mr. F. D. MOTTLET-5 
cC 00 p.m. 

T h e  qt~estiom that Clause 2 stand part of the  Bill 
was  put add resolved irt the  affirrnlcttive. 

A division was taken as follows: 
A y e s :  Hon. G. H. ADAMS, Hon. Dr. H. G. H. 

CGNMINS, HON. M. E. Cox, Hon. R. Cl. MAPP, Mulls. 
~ O U R N E ,  Messrs. I-Io~ER, BRYAN, VAUOHAN and 
L4 LLD%R-9. 

ilon. Dr. H. G. H. C m M I N S  Nr.  Chairman, 
as the hon. senior member for St. Qeorge has pointed 
out. the purpose of this Clause is to regulate the area 
of a housespot which is to remain unoccupied except 
by trees. ~ 'B i s  area is now changed from one-h@ 
tile area occupied by the house to twice the area 
occupled by the house. That is the eEect of Sub- 
clause (1). I n  connection with Sub-clause (2), t h ~  
total area of land is changed from 2,400 square feet 
to 1,tibO square ~ e e t .  1 beg to move that Clawe 
3 stand par t  of the Bill. 

Hon. M. E. COX:  I beg to second that.  
Mr. BAREOW: I have indirectly made some 

allusion to the iniquitous effect of Sub-clause (1) oi 
this Clause. I wonder if any of the members of the 
Government Party has ever read any of me lab,  o~ 
Barbados particularly when a Bill is being amended 
I know that they never have a alook; they bring ior- 
,ward an  amended Bill, and they do not read th, 
principal Act so as  to see what the effect of tht 
amendment, is going to be. Before they came ill 

here with this araeadment, they had an  area of land 
amounting to 2,400 square feet; that was the mml- 
mum amount of land which the General Board of 
Fiealtk could pass for sale or  lease. Nobody couid 
in  fact cut off any amount of land which was not it 
a smaller area than 2,4W square feet on which to 
!me. Mr. Chairman, the enormity of their crime has 
nost yet dawned upon them, andtherefore have 10 
upeak i n  monosylldbic words. 

We have criticised the planters, but  look a t  what 
the Government is doing today! I n  clause 54 of the 
Public Health A d ,  not less than one-half the area of 
iolid occupied by  a dwelling-house and i t  out-houses 
and offices was the space which, the owner or  occu- 
pant of the dwelling-house should have adjoining it. 
I am not a shareholder of any big enterprise, and 
therefore, I am n'ot good a t  figures, but a rapid calcu- 
lation will show what I really mean. A man with 
an  increasing family could erect a stone bungalow, 
something like the one which I saw a t  Melvin's Hill, 
something which he lcould sell. Under Section 54 of 
the Act, you have 2,400 square feet to play wrth, a i d  
you could build a bungalow 40 X 24 feet, which would 
be a good bungalow, for $5,0100; you could build 
homething with a little facade i n  front for $7,000. 
?'he Barbadian is proud of his home and every Bar- 
badian tries to keep his premises clean. Nobody 
wants to lease land in Barbados; we are not dealing 
with tenements, we are dealing with freeholders who 
are the yeomen of the country, the people who before 
1950, were the only people who had the vote, and the 
Qoternment would not be doing this with these people 
if the franchise were still the same. You can do 
anything under the name of our having the best 
franchise, but we are not doing one-half of what is 
being done in the Leewar& and Windwards. You 
have 1,600 square feet for the house, 800 square feet 
dor the backyard; you ca2 qave your pig pen ruld 
your duck's pool, and you can have a little game of 
cricket in the yard. 

I n  this Bill, you are cutting down the m i n i m m  
size of a housespoa to 1,800 square feet, and instead 
of allowing a person to build the same size house, 
you are  now saying that the yard space must be twice 
the area covered Gy the house ; whereas in  the prin- 
cipal Act, the yard space was t o  be one-half the area 
of land covered by the house. This amendment 
means that under no ciircumstances would your h o w  
and out-offices occupy more that 600 square feet. 

" m e  owner or occupa~nt of evew dwelling- 
Noes: Messrs. BRANCKER, BARR.OW, TUDOR, GOD- house shall have adjoining i t  and in his'sole posses- 

IIARD and E. D. M ~ L E Y - 5 .  l sion as owner or occupant a space or spaces unoccu- 
j Clause 3 unas aalled. pied or uncovered by anything except trees or plant8 



as owner or occupant a space or spaces unoccttpied 
or uncovered by anything except tress or plants not 
less than twice the area of land occupied Fy- snr.h 
dwellh~g-house and its out-houses and offices . . . . 7 , 

Wh&t happeils is that, people write something on 
a piece of paper for them, i t  is put on the "Kone~" 
machine, sometimes late. They do not look at  the 
Act, and they feel that what is being done is a n  im- 
provemellt; but let them go through the Act, let 
them read the whole section. As I have pointed out 
they are taking out the words "half of" and su'l- 
s t~tut ing the word "twice." The section wlll then 
read as I have already mentioned; that is how tlley 
want i t  to read. 
e.10 p.m. 

What is the position when you buy a piece of 
land? Say that yon buy it from the hon. senior 
member for the City, he is not going to sell you it 
cheaper than what you would pay for a plot of 2,44l0 
square feet. Get that completely out of your mind ii 
you are s s  misguided as to think that a house s;jct 
will be cheaper now, because as  f a r  as  real estate 
agents are concerned, in Barbados a house spot is a 
house spot and so f a r  as a man paying for a spot of 
land is concerned, all he knows is that he is buying 
a housespot; he does not know the measurement of 
it. I am sure that  901% of the people would llot 
know that you pass this Bill; so if this becomes law 
next weelr, the hon. senior member for the City 
would charge them the same thing for this size house 
spot as  he did for the present size, and the hon. senior 
member for St. John would do the same thing 
you cannot blame them. Such is due to the state of 
apathy and ignorance in  this Island and that is due 
to a deliberate suppressim of education and inform- 
ation by the people who are presiding the pea- 
p l e 7 s  destiny. ~h~ people do not blow what is pass- 
ed in the N~~~~ of hssembly from one week to the 
other and they do not care. 1 am sure they will have 
to pay the same price for the 1,800 square feet as for 
the 2,400 square feet. As a matter of fact, some of 
the that group Over there be so 
misguided a s  to think that they are getting more and 
will be prepared to pay more bemuse they will thinlr 
that you passed a Bill that they should get more. 

I want the Minister of to get up 
me that the effect this Amendment is not 

restrict the size of the house. How can it be differ- 
ent from .that when you are cutting down on thc 
size of the land? I have to say i t  over and over agaiii 
because7 You know7 sometimes when You are drill- 
ing YOU have to keep drilling away; sometimes you 
have to get a cmwbar and sledge hammer to pound 
it in; you have continue you get 
results. 

I see members of the Government are discussink 
it now. This is not the place where they shonld 
debate it. I say again, do not let Civil Servant? 
push any kind of nonsense in  front of you. Are you 
surrendering your intelligence (if you have any) to 
a few half baked Civil Servants? You are restrictin:: 
the size of a house to 600 square feet when You Put 
the minimum for a plot of land a t  1,800 square feet. 
I would feel under these c~ircumstances, no matter 
how much I may like the district in which I live, no 
matter how much 'I map love my family, because T 
could not inerease the size of house and get a qooil 
resale, that the hest tllinn for  me to do would be to 
pack my bag and go to Englar-d or somewhere else 
The Hon. Mgnister of Labour has told the people of 
Ralibados thnt there are jobs in England bnt the 
housinp conditions there are bad: but you are creai- 
ing bad housing conditions here. As a matter of 

fact, you are creating worse housing collditions here 
than what is in England, even worse than what IVM 

the position at  the height of the Industrial Revolu- 
tion. There is no part of this Bill, not even the word 
"Barbados" at  the top, that I can vote for. 
8.2'0 p.m. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I just want 
to remind the hon. member who just sat down that 
I have never had spots of my own to sell. I have 
never found myself i11 that fortunate position. I am 
sure the Hon. TvTinister of Health is bold enough to 
aclmit that this is an error. I do rlot think we need 
lnuch debate on i t  because i t  is obviously an error. 
If yon read the original Act you will see that i t  is 
ail error. XThat the honourable senior member for 
St. George has said is ajbsolutely correct. 

As this stands now, it will prohiLit a man if he 
starts off small with an 18' X 10' and puts on a shed- 
roof and as the fanlily grows he puts on another 22' 
x 11' or 12' and puts back on the shed, the Direc- 
tor or the Sanitary Inspectors will go around and 
tell them they hrve to take the shed off and leave the 
space open. If the Minister can conviiice me that ~vilar 
I am saying is wrong I will vote with the Govern- 
ment, but under the circumstances this is, an  error; 
and if a mistake has been made, say so and let us re- 
verse it. You cannot under the circumstances pass i t  
as i t  reads. I do not think we need say any more. 
Every member over here and those who have studied 
i t  nlust realise dha t  i t  means a s  soon a s  a man has 
got to Cover 600 square feet to leave 1,200 oP*n, and 
the Premier should advise them on this. I f  you are 
going to tell a nlalll to  live on 600 square feet and 
h i v e  1,200 square feet open7 that is wrong. What I 
am reading is an error, but I am going to be charita- 
ble enough to say that the Government did not will- 
f ~ ~ l l y  put i t  in, but that i t  w'as done by the IIousirlg 
Authorities and brought here without their reading 
the Act as the hen. m a b e r  for St. GeOrge has said- 

not pretend you are not a Barbadian. No On' 

knows this better than the Hon. Minister of Slocial 
Services who has seen families grosw from small in 
position and even became Barristers or Doctors. He 
has seen them all his life start off with one house 
snd shed, and as time goes on put  on another roof 
and another roof and become big in  the community, 
for which we are proud. If &is goes on, when a man 
starts he must cover 600 square fee't and leave 1,200 
iquare feet open. Furthermore, a man 
square feet, but do not get the impression that he 
brings this house right up on 3h,e road. He eanllob 
bring it on the road because part of tht land 
he buys has a portion of road. hook in the and 

ou %,ill see it. you deduct that, he callnot 
bring it up to the road, he must have three to five 
ieet  from the road and as soon as he does that and 
vou are talking of what he should not cover, surely 
i;t is unreasonable. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will tihe hon. member ad- 
dress the Chair? 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: Yes Sir. I am only ac- 
qnaintillg myself with the things in front of me. 
Therefore, Sir, I am appealing to the Hon. Minister 
pf Health and hope the Hon. Minister btas seen the 
point we have raised over here. The new Housing 
Authority Official knows no'thing about this. He is 
thinking of building [houses like those in England 
where you build and go up, building apartment 
houses and going up in the air and leaving a small 
place to put up a line for  hanging clothes on; but 
you are dealing with 98.9% of the people who build 
tlift'erent houses. You know, strangely enough, a lot of 
people in this country including the Ministers of the 
Rouse forget how they started. Few of them have the 



courage to say they mere not born With a gold spooix 
in  their mouths, but some of them mould be bold 
enough to say they were born with a diamond one. 
Few of them would have the cmrage to tell people 
that they had to draw up in a small room. All of us 
had our hard days, but some of u s  were more fortu- 
nate than others and because of this we need not 
boast. It is our small duty when we come here to see 
what we can do. I t  is all well and good for the peopld 
of this country to buy land perhaps 1,000 square ieel 
or 1,500 squase feet if he is going to build and go u p  
in the air, but the econoillic position of the people in 
this cowtry  when they buy 1,800 square feet does 
not afford this, and I take second place to nobody 
ill this cmntryl or in this House dealing with that. 
First of all, he buys a piece of land;\then he saves his 
money from meeting turns and put i t  on the 'Juali 
until he raises enough money and goes to a luniixr 
yard;  and if he gets a good recommendation he 
starts off with one Frame. He puts down a f r a n ~ e  ancl 
builds a roof like Job's turkey. If nothing else, he 
has ambition. That is all well and good; he is going 
up  in the air. La'ter on, he puts on a shed because 
he has Ibis girl friend and he has two or three child- 
ren; and then the children become very bright with 
the school master taking an interest in them; then 
he ge'ts married and there are two or three more 
children and he shoves back the &ed and builds an- 
other roof and kitchen. I am asking hon. members 
on that side of the Table-I mean the backbenchers- 
if they want to be honest, if they1 cannot tell the 
Government this. As soon as he builds up, what hap- 
pens? He finds himself in  that position. All that 
happens is, as soon as you cover more than 600 
square feet, the Sanitary Inspector walks in instruct- 
ed by the Sanitary Authorities all over the Island 
and tells you these are the conditions which must be 
complied w i a .  They pass on the instructions to the 
Sanitary Commissioners and the Sanitary Inspectors 
must carry thqn out and if they are not complied 
with, the person can be reported and carried before 
the Law Courts because he covers more than 601) 
square feet. But  on the other hand who is going 
to  report a man for improving his house? If you 
are going to pass a n  Act that is a farce why pass it 
at all? I counsel honourable members under the 
circumstances to say that this is really a mistake. 
Look around this Table and tell me how many of us 
have been fortunate. I do not mean the ones who 
have been to England, some of them a t  our expense, 
others taking a chance on their life, but how many 
u€ us did nnt start in a 18ft X l o f t ?  Let them say 
now. Therefore. do not let us forget the road we 
came, and therefore I think we should not create this 
hardship. I appeal to the Ninister of Health and 
Social Services to admit that, this is a mistake and 
-tha,t this came from the gentleman who is now in 
charge. If i t  comes from the Housing Authority, 
they did not know sufficient: and-what this amount: 
cto-that they were thinking of building houses in  the 
TJnited Kingdom where they are built upwards; but 
i t  cannot apply here. It should be reversed. I t  
should be 1,200 square feet for the house and 600 
square feet for the space, I suggest to the Hon. 
Minister to do that. 
8.90 p.m. 

Mr. ALLDER: A Clause like this is going to 
make overcrowding compulsory. I agreed with the 
Government just now in  respect of the reduction of 
the size of a housespN which would permit a honse- 
holder to purchase 1,800 square feet of land as a spot; 
bu t  to ~es t r ic t  him from extending the accommoda- 
tion of his house, I cannot agree with that. We do 
know that the population of this Island increases 

annually and families have been practising the e i -  
tensioil of the acconlmodation i11 their homes cl~cord- 
i i ~ g  to the increase in their familieb and if the Gov- 
ernment persists in passing this Clause, then it 
shows clearly that there is either a woeful lack of 
lconstructive planning, or that the Goverllmellt 
wants to be wicked in this instance. I cannot see that 
i t  is humanly possible to have any legislation corn- 
pelliiig a householder who is permitted to buy 1,800 
square feet of land from using more of i t  in the ae- 
coininoilation of his family than he uses for yard 
space. What has been noticed is that the old Act 
permitted a house to occupy the greater part of t'is 
spot, anct now that the housespots have been reduce0 
5:- area the Government is making it compulsory that 
each house must only occupy one-third of the t o d  
erea. I t  seems as if the Government is willing to ac- 
cept blindly any recommendation which E?as 
made by certain engineers and Housing Authoritlcs 
who do not know sufficient of the local conditions. 

I do not know what to say exactly, but this is one 
Clause to which the Government should accept a n  
emendment. The blindest man or  the most inefficient 
illan would be able to see the error of this Clause; the 
most short-sighted individual would be able to see 
the mistake in this Clause. There are times when the 
Government can acccpt the advice of people who 
know the living conditions of the people in this Island ; 
in connection with this particular Clause, however, 
there is an Englishman called Mr. Walker, who wants 
to  bring about a system of building in this country, 
which the people of Demerara have refused to accept. 
All the people who know this Colony have intimated 
to the Government that this man is doing wrong, and 
the Government has accepted his recommendatioils 
blindly and brought them here for  our acceptance. 
This individual has suggested that no doors should be 
built to bedrooms; he has suggested that a piece of 
cloth could be used as a substitute for a door. 

I think by now that the recommendations of some 
people should be accepted, but not put  into practice 
So~netimes the attitude of the Government prevents 
one from being sympathetic towards them, because 
they are purblind, arrogant, bigoted and uncom- 
rromising ; [Cheers] and if they persiFt in their ig- 

1 rlorance, they cannot have a successful administration. 
There was a reason why I voted for the reductioil , of the size of the housepots; it is because I believe 
that i t  is better for 12,000 people to own their own 
housespots than for  only 6OO to own them. I am 

l I~oping that the Government will decide to recoiisid- 
er this Clause. 

Mr. GODDARD: After all we have heard, I 
think it is so obvious that an  error has been made in 
t'nis Clause that in  the absence of any explanation 

1 conling from the other side, I am going to move that 
1 the further consideration of this Clause be postponed 

There must be an error in this Clause; whereas the 
space unoccupied or uncovered by anything except 
trees or plants was to be one-half the area of land 
occupied by a dwelling-house, now, that space is to he 
two-thirds of the area, and they have reduced the 
area of a housespot. I am submitting that people will 
be overcrowded in their houses. That is so obvious 
tc  me, that I think that the Government must have 
seen i t  by now. I beg to move that the further con- 
sideration of this Clause be postponed. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I accept that 
motion; but there are various points of view about 
this Clause. One point is in connection with prevent- 
ing overcrowding, preventing two or three small 
houses from being placed on the same spot. [MEM- 
BERS : Oh! No, no]. You can build a house on one 
side, and allow our brother or sister to bring one 
alongside of you. 
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If you allow somebody to put on sozething be- 
hind, that is against ihe law. 
8.40 p.m. 

- 

Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: Really, Sir, that ia a 
iame excuse ; that is a " one-foot" point. Actually as 
the law stands today end the fact that it is 1,800 
square feet - 

Mr. CHAIRMAN- The Hon. iV1inister said that 
tie accepted the motion for the postponement. X h a t  
are you speaking on? Are you going to s p a t  on tht: 
postponement ? 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLlEY: I am only saying that 
the 13011. Minister had no right to raise Ihat (point, 
because i t  is a fact that as soon as the seaind person 
?uts on anything they will be brealrjng the law. I 
m y  again, that is a lame excuse. 

I-Ion. Dr. H. G'. H. CUMMINS : Mr. Chairmail, 
I beg to move t h ~ t  YOII do now report pr?gress an.1 
ssk for leave for the Committee to sit agam. 

Th'e question was prci and agreed to. 
Mr. CHAIRfMAN reported to Mr. SPEAKER 

w7zo reslcnzed the Chair and reported acrnrdzngly. 

REGISTRATION BILL-Cont 'a7 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H CUMMINS: Mr. Sipeaker, 
I will go on to the next Order - Order No. 4. 

Mr. SPEAKER': The next order i ~ ,  to resume 
(;ommittee on the Bi!i to amend the Registration 
(Births, Baptisms, Marriages and Burials) Act, 1891. 

I will say before leaving the Chair that there is 
some noise reaching my ears from strangers in the 
(Jallery. I must remind strangers that they are here 
on sufferance. 

Mr. SPEAIC~LLR lcft the Chair and tlze Hous~: 
wenit into Committee on the Bill, Mr. XJIITII beiny 
tn the Chak. 

Hon. G. H. ADAIIS : Mr. Chairman. hon. mem- 
bers will remember when we were dealing with this 
1311 to amend the Registration (Births. Baptisms, 
iJarriages and Burials) Act, 1891, that it ]vas poinc- 
tvd out that Clause 2 cEd seem a bit like putting the 
(.art before the horse. T t  does not really ~ a t t e r  from 
tile point of view of legal draughtsillanship which 
Clause you put first, but inasmuch as it v7as pointed 
cut, I accept the suggestion which cam!. from the 
Opposition. 

Section 9 of the Act made provision for the- 
Begistrar of the Island to send to districts Registrars 
copies of duplicate registers of Births sent him by 
ministers of religious Indies. That being d-leted, this 
rkext Section said that it should be lawful for the 
Registrar to register a birth therefrom if a person 
comes to the Registrar and makes a solemn declara- 
tion about the birth cE a child and then pays the 
fees for failing to register in time. 

Now the proposed amendment was to repeal 
Section 9 of the Act axd insert the fo1lo;v;ng as Sec- 
:Ion 9 :- 

l .  Where a birth has, from the default of the 
parents or other persocs required to give ;nformation 
col~c?riiing it, not being duly registered, the Regis- 
t r a r  of the lsland m3y, a t  any time aftcr the end 
of 42 days from such births, by notice in ~vriting, re- 
auire any of the perscns required by this Act to 
give information concerning such birth to attend 
personally a t  the Registration Office crithin such 
llme as may be specific? in such notice a1.d to given 
information to the be.st of his knowliadge and belief, 
cf the particulars reqni~ed to be recjster~rl coneerr,- 
ing such birt.h, and to sign the R~gis te r ;  ertd i t  shall 
!~e the duty of such pareon, unFess the birth is regis- 
tered before the expiration of the time specified 
In such notice, to comply with the term of the notice. 

2. Every person require-d to give I n f ~ ~ m a t i o ; ~  
under the preceding subsection who milfi~lly refusea 
to  answer any question put to him 11y the R~gistral* 
of the Island relating to the particulars concerning 
a birth, or fails to com2ly with ally requicition madt 
in pursuance of this Section shall be gnilty of an 
offence and shall be 1::tble on conviction by a C o u ~ t  
of summary jurisdiction to a fine nor exceeding $25. 

I n  short, where a birth is not registered, the 
Iiegistrar may send for the parent or perLon respon 
bible and require him to give informati3n concern- 
ing the birth to the b ~ t  of his knomledge so that it 
i.ould be registered. You may say that it seem? 
scientific to put the present Clause 10 of the princi 
pal Act before the New Clause 9 which this Bill 
xeks to do. 

I t  does not matter which Section ccmr?s first. 
1 repeat, inasmuch as it was put  to me, I talked it 
Lver with the Legal Eraughtsm~n acd what 1 have 
:ust circulated is the ~esult .  Instead of leaving it 

was proposed-that Section 9 be delete4 and this 
ilew Section 9 be put in its place,-we are taking 
Section 10 of the original Act and making i t  Sec- 
tion 9 and let this amcvdment follo~i- as Section 10. 
As I have said. i t  reallv does not matter from a law- 
yer's point of 'view be;:ause every svction of a n  Act 
Las to be read by itself so it really does not matter 
what order you must put this in. One section does not 
follow another except for purpose of ease. Some- 
I jmes you say " the preceding sectian7 , nlaking re- 
ference in  a section tq the previous one. 
$ 5 0  p.m. 

I am. asking leave, Sir, to amend Section 2 by de- 
leting all the words from "Section 9" to figure "9" 
In order to insert the words which appear in tfie new 
Clause which read a s  follows :- 

NEW CLAUSE 2 

2. The Registration (Births: Baptisms, 
Marriages and E;urials Act, 1891) is 
hereby amended in the follou~ing ra- 
spects :- 

(i) by the repeal of Section 5 ;  
(ii) by renwnbering Section 10 as Sec- 

tion 9; 
(iii) by the insertion 05 the foVoming new 

section to be numbered Ssction 10.; 
and then the words in Section 9 (1) and (2) follow. 

I beg to move that Clause 2 as amr:r.ded stand 
part. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to second 
that. 

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairn~an, I do not know 
~f I 'would be in order, but there was something 
which worried me in respect of registration of births. 
I notice, Sir, that for a long t ~ m e  now; there has 
been what I would term as a social barrier whizh 
  re vents the equal rrerognition of children by thc 
same parents. What I do mean, Sir, is, a woman 
iears a child for a mm.  If they are not married 
2nd this woman carrid.. him to cour:, the court ac- 
Ii~owledges him as the father and not o therwk.  
The child in the samc instance cannot carry thc 
f?.ther7s name, but any child or chi!dren born after 
the first child can carry the father's namc although 
be is acknowledged from the point of view of main- 
tenance before the c o ~ ~ r t  as the father, and I aui 
!loping, Sir, in  future, !hat what I term to be a SO- 

c?al barrier-a divisiou between some reiatives- 
\vould be removed in tEe not too distant future. I 
(10 not know if the I-Ion. Premier is following my 
argument, but if I unfortunately might ~ o t  he able 
to marry my girl friend before the first child is boru, 
I do not see why that child could not snd shoulJ 
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-lot be given the Smb title as  any of m)- childreri. 
4.- Mr. Chairman, I know you have t s  go through :I 

process of law before you can be given that per- 
mission. I know you kave to take out an aifidavi: 
from the Rkgistrar7s @ffice and sonlc people cannot 
I;ay the cost of taking i% out; but I ~van t  all children 
>f the same parentage to be recognised st birth and 
given the same equal ~ t a tus .  

Hon. G. H. ADAMIS: Mr. Chairman, you can 
call your child any earthly name you like, legitimate 
or  illegitimate. The hon. member can go abroad and 

.call himself by different names if he likes. No law 
says that an  illegitimate child must go by the name 
of the mother, i t  is just a habit and practice and as 
long as you do not do i t  for purposes of fraud you 
can have as many aliases as you like, so I do not see 
the point the hon. member is making. 

Mr. ALILIDER: I am not arguing with the hon. 
member; I know it can be done by law, but I also 

l 
r-' know that as soon as you have to use aliases, it is not 

legal. 
Mr. BAR,ROW: I think, perhaps, i t  wbuld be 

!letter if the member for St. Joseph heard somebody 
.nho had the experience to speak on the Legitimacy 
Act, because the hon. senior mewber for  St. John is 

.quite right in a certain respect. Under the Legiti- 
macy Act, you become legitimate by virtue of the 
marriage of parents after your birth and the cjhil- 
dren are entitled to inherit the same name as those 
born legitimate. Them i~ no dispute about that nor 
about the fact that you can masquerade i n  several 
names (as you can in several political colours, there 
is no doubt about that either) but I think what the 
hon. senior member for St. John is trying to point 
out is this: that under the Legitimacy Act you have 
to go to the Registrar. If you want your children 
when applying, let us say, to go to Canada to work 
a s  a domestic servant, to satisfy the Canadim Com- 
missioner, if there b any disparity between their 

,+CA birth csrtificate and the name they get on the pass- 
port, sometimes you have to get the affida;vits from the 
oldest parents alive to get the correct name. Of course, 
the h o e  member is labouring under the difficulty of 
not having had the experience which   rob ably c-auld 
be credited to his parents, but he should not sneer 
a t  hon. members who are aware of the difficulties that 
the working class people of this country have to 
labour under when seeking to go abroad, and parents 
have to go to the Registrar. He  does not want me to 
read the Act because i t  is there in  Volume V of the 
Laws of Barba.dos. You have to go to the Registrar 
and register the birth of a child and if there is any 
difference at  all in the names which they have in  the 
passport and what somebody calls them, they have 
+,G register them under one common and that creates 
a certain amount of difficulty. Perhaps, that is so- 

/ ~ ' i a l  legislation which is a t  present beyond the POW- 

ers of the Government, so perhaps we v i l l  have te  
~va i t  a little time until we can get to that point. 

Hon. G. H. D A M S :  If the hnn. member 
mould stick to non-legal matters he mould be more 
scccessful than on law. I repeat there is nothin;! 
whatever in  law, either common law or in statute, 

l which prevents a man from callixg himself any 
viame on earth. H e  nfrc? not use a customary name. 
1Se could be born a lawful child and his father's and 

L. mother'!: names are Yfr. and Mrs. Brorne  but  h? 
@an call himself Smith. It is ci~stomarv in this is- 
1 a ~ d  frir people to call their illegitimate children by 
?!~e name of their mothers, but nothing compels 
them ; but if you h a p ~ e n  to be call in^ yourself Smith 
l~ccause your mother's Eame is Smith, and l a t ~ r  on 
your mother marries Brown, your fathcr, and you 
happen to be going normally by the name of Bnith, 

you go for the registration for the purpose of goir~g 
to Canada; but is :~ppl;es not really to such instanet.>. 
If you happen to have a birth certificate or a baptisn~ 
certificate with your name spelt Brown and you spell 
it with ay "e7' a t  the ?nd, the immi.qration anthori- 
ities are going to say the same thing [A, VOICE: 
You are only arguing with yoursclf now; so you can 
:it down.] I got up  +o assure the hon. member for 
St. ~Jbhn that the c a l l i ~ g  of names is not a question 
t f  law. I t  is merely customary for illegitnmte chil- 
dren to be called by the names of their mothers, but 
from the time an  illegitimate child is born she can 
.:all i t  by the name of the father. The hon member 
had to get up  and give of his knovledge and try 
to prove that my law is wrong. I wish he mould look 
1.1 the book and I give him till Domesday to say 
there is a law which says there is <ompulsory in 
:alling an illegitimate child by the name of the 
mother. There is no corn~ulsion; you can change youl. 
31ame from minute to minute so long as you do 110% 

do i t  to defraud. 
9.00 p.m. 

Mr. AIJIJDER: I must thank the t n o  hon. 
members for enlightening not only myself, but the 
public on this matter. I know that there arc many 
xembers of my constituency who find a lot of dif i  
culty in this connection; very few of them know, I 
myself did not know, that you were fret. to  nams 
all illegitimate child zfter its father. I kiope that 
molre memibters of the public will know about this 
matter; i t  has been mest enlightening. 

Mr. BARROW: .Yr. Chairman, I rhould just 
!ike to make the position clear. Every time I try 
to pu t  the senior megnber for  St. Joseph on the 
ttraight and narrow yoth, he accuses m: of trying 
to prove that his law is bad. Ther2 aye certai-1 
lrrebuttable presumptions; you have to satisfy thb 
Court on certain thinys, and the position is the 
same with you, Nr. Chairman. The hon. senior 
member for St. John is right, and every word that 
the hon. aenior member for  St. Joseph has rc. 
pefited after me is tile position. Nobody says tha'; 
at is anything wrong tu have as m a m  narnef as you 
:ike, but sometimes poople get the impression that 
women cannot put down the names of the h the r s  
of their children. [Lauf lhter] .  We have now reached 
E stage, where we cat? only laugh, because every- 
l ody knows the hon. senior member for St. Josepil 
1s only arguing a g a i n ~ t  the facts; if hc wants to  
find where the water is, let him let d o w ~  the louclret, 
alongside the ship, and he will find where the  \vater 
is. 

I go further than the hon. senior menib~r  for 
St. John;  I would not pu t  every father of an 
~llegitirnate child in jail, but I would like it to be 
made compulsory for the father of an  illegitimate 
child to come forward a t  the b a p t i ~ ~ n  or the segi\- 
tration of birth and put the name on the Certificate 
as  well. If that were done, i t  would save us a little 
trouble; I feel that that would be of sscial benefit 
to the community. I do no think you should let 
the mother register the birth until the ailer.tion of 
the paternity has b e ~ n  settled, so that the name 
af the father and that of the mother can be placed 
on the Certificate of birth. That would be a good 
thing indeed. As 1 said before, we do not have to 
prove certain things, because there a-(. eertai!~ 
jrrebuttable presumptions. Presumpfzo jzcrss et d,, 
j w e .  

T h e  qtwstion. that Clause 2 as amended s t a v i  
zurt  of the  Bil l  was pv t  and resolves' i n  dlte aff ir-  
mative without divisiow. 

O n  the motion of Hon. G. H. AU~lillR, seconded 
b y  Hon. Dr. H .  C .  H .  GUMMINS, fhe  CIJrlIIIL!IA;i' 
reported the passing of the Bill in Conzmittee wi;R 
amendments. 





IIonour7s attention a matter of public importance. 
Yonr Honour niust have heard with a certain amount 
of distaste of the back of a bus which fell off in  the 
street and catapulted about eight passengers travel- 
> ing on that bus into the road. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I dare say there is so ~nucil 
:ragedy this matter that you really cannot take it all 
in and i t  does not appear to me humrrous. Two 
\seeks ago, Mr. Speakel., I drew to the attention of 
this House and to the Minister i n  charge the serious 

$ ~:onditions which obtzin a t  the Trnilspu.rt Board, 
and apart from the question, Mr. Speaker, of ad- 

I ministration and finance, now we are faced with 
problems of people's safety, their very lives, Mr. 

3 Speaker. I wish to make it clear that tl:e time has 
passed for fooling aboi~t  with this matter. The pub- 
lic are very agitated about it and that it is time that  
something was said to them, because it is going to be 
their money that is i:> be spent. Four tinzes last i Saturday I happened to pass up  3Ty Lord's Hill, 
and on each occasion I noticed large numbers of 
people waiting for a bus and I heard i t  said sincc 
ijien that in that whole area on Saturday only one 
bus is running. There is more to it than that which 
1: within the experience of alnlost every membe;. 
;.F this House. Empl~yers  in the City ar;. euperien- 
cjng the fact that their people are coming to tvorl: 
$ate in the mornings and all their arrangements are 
being put out of gear, and the fact that the people 
cannot guarantee that they will be able to come back 
t o  work within the stipulated time for breakfast. 
211 that is going wron?, Mr. Speaker, an? now this 
latest is that the buses are in  such poor state of 
maintenance that they are about to collapse as this 
ong did last Saturday. There is a feel?ng on that 

side of the House and especially with the Minister 
[or Communications that some how o_r other any one 

1 mho mentions this matter is doing i t  not because he 
-13s seen or heard anything but  merely hecause we 
\\ant to criticise him or the Government. I beg 
him-and to impress upon him-that this is a matter 
which is bigger than Your Honour, bigger thar  
ibis House, because i t  affects the safetv and well 
keing of the people of this colony. 1 want them to 
regard i t  as  a serious matter and the very least this 
Government could do to acquaint the peaple of this 
country through this House is to tell them what ac- 
tually is the matter. P understand too that a Cola- 
mission has been set u p  and sent over here to eo- 
quire into the wlorkings of the Board, especially 
with a view to its accountancy and financial prob- 
lems. We have not been told about that and it Is 
strange to discover, Mr. Speaker, that the affairs 
of that Board are in  such a state of . . . . 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: On a point of order, I 
naited until I heard the hon. member use the very 
i\?ords he used on a similar motion a fortnight ago. 

I would like to knew if he eau on the adjourn. 
llient of the House discuss the same matter Tuesday 
ztfter Tuesday, and whether i t  is not. contrary to the 
procedure of the House. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr Speaker, I think we are be- 
cr~ming a bit. . . . 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I hav;? 
asked for your ruling 

Mr. SPEAKER: My ruling is quite unneces- 
sary, because there is no quorum in the Rouse. 

This House now stands adjourned. 
9.30 p.m. 




