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THE 

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, June 19, 1956 
Pursuant to the adjournment the House of As- 

sembly met a t  3 o'clock p.m. today. 

Present : 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker); 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS, C.M.G., Q .C., B.A., (Premier) ; 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMIIINS, C.B.E., W.D., C.M, 
(B$inister of Social Sdrvices); Hon. M. E. COX, 
(Minister of Commzrnications, Works and Housing) ; 
Mr. L. E .  SMITH, J.P., (Chaif-man, of Committees) : 
Hon. R. G. WP, (Mimster of Trade, Irtdmtry and 
Labour); Mr. J .  A. HAYNES, B.A.; Mr. J. C. MOTT- 
LET, Mr. E .  ST. A. HOLDER, Mr. V. B. VAUGHAN and 
Mrs. E. E. BOURNE. 

Prayers were read. 
Jl'essrs. MILLER and ALLDER entered the  

Hoqcse and took their seats. 

REPLY TO H.E. SPEECH 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that the Clerk has received the following 
letter from the Acting Chief Secretary:- 

Sir, 
T am directed to inform you that His E ~ c e l  

iency the Governor \?ill receive the R-eply from th 
Hoilourable House of Assembly to His Excellency 'S 

Speech in the Legislative Council Chamber a t  3j.30 
p.m. on Tuesday, the 19th June. I should be grate- 
fu l  if you would inform His Honour the Speaker 
accordingly. 

I am. 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant. 
G. BART'ON. 

Acting Chief Secretary. 
&fr. SPEAKER:  I also have the honour to in- 

form the House that the Clerk has received the 
following letter :- 

A ~ e a r  Sir, 
I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter 

of the 11th instant enclosing Resolution of sympathy 
passed by the House of Assembly at a meeting held 

P on Tuesday, 8th May, 1956 concerning the death of 
my husband, and I shall be obliged if you will convey 

to the Speaker and members, my sincere thanks and 
appreciation. 

Yews faithfully, 
M. WINIF'EED SEALY. 

DOCUMENT 

Mr. SPEAKER: I also have the Iloiio~r to ill 
form the House that I have received the following 
iocument :- 

Statement of Acco~nts  from the Highway Corn- 
missioners of the parish of St. Peter for the half year 
a d e d  31st March, 1956. 

Messrs. GODDAR,? anal P. L. WALCOTT eta. 
l ~ r e d  the House and to,& their seats. 

PAPERS LAID 

By command of His Excellency the Governor, 
Papers were laid as follows : 

Hon. G. H. ADAWS : The Civil Establishment 
Teachers) (Amendment) No. 2 Ordes 1956. 

The Date of Publication of the Register of 
Electors Order, 1956. 

Hon. G. H.  AIDAXS: Mr. Speake~,  1 shall ask 
!he leave of the House to deal with the latter item 
later in the day, in  view of the urgency of the mat- 
: cr. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: The Exportation (Draw- 
kack of Duties on Cylinders containing Locally 
-kTanufactured Gases) Regulations 1955. 

Reply to Question asked by  the hon. junior 
clember for St. IVIichsr!, Mr. T. C). EI~YAN, on 8tJ1 
Rlay, 1956, in connection with the provision of shcl 
!crs at  the Baggage Warehouse for hawkers. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP (on behalf of the Hon. Minis 
ter of Agriculture, Lands and Fislzeries) : Reply 
to Question asked by the  hon. senior member for St. 
Philip, Mr. CRAWFORD, on 1st May, 1956. regarding 
laivestment of sugar ;?clustry funds and the price 
paid for peasmts' cams. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: Reply to Question asked by 
the hon. senior member for St. John, Mr. 0. T. 
J ~ L ~ E R ,  on 15th May, 1956, in connection with tho. 
:.)urchase of land from Colleton Plantation, St. John. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 
* 

Government Notic~s were given as follows :- 
Hon. M. E. COX: Resolution to place the sums 

r f  $121,790 and $100,500 (to be subs~:quenetly re. 
.rnded from Loan Funds) a t  the rlisfosal of the 
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Governor-in-Executive Committee to  supplement th? 
E~t imates  1956-57, Pa r t  I-Current and Par t  11- 
2apital - A - Loan Fhds, respectivr.ly, as showii 
in Supplementary Es'irnate 1956-57, To. 9 whic!l 
forms the Schedule to the Resolution. 

Hon G. H. ADAMS: Resolution to approv:? 
the Order entitled " The Civil Establishment (Teach 
t rs) (Amendment) No 2 Order, 1956" 

Resolution to approve the "Date of Publicatiou 
af the Register of Electors Order, 1956" 

Hon. Dr. I-I. G. H. CUMMINS : Of my intention 
t.1 move the House into Committee of Supply a t  its 
next meeting, in order to consider t h ~  money l%esolu 
tion of which notice has just been given 

QUESTION 

Mr. L. E. SMITH: 
To enquire of the Hon Minister of Communications, 

Works and Housiag :- 
How many houses have been reported damaged 

by the high winds last Friday, 15th June, 1956? 
2. And what steps, if any, are being taken io  

help these sufferers P 
3. If the answer to the above queetions is 111 

tne affirmative, will Go-~ernment, without any further 
delay, proceed to help the same sufferci.~! 
3 25 p.m. 

RESOZdUTION TO APPROVE "DATE OF 
PUBLICATION OF REGISTER OF ELECTORS 

Hon. Dr. H.  G;. H. CUMMINS: Mx. Speaker. I 
prove the Order: Date of Publication of the Regis- 
am asking leave to deal with the Resolution to ap- 
ter of Electors Order, 1956. 

There bekg no objection, leave was granted the 
hort. member. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The first Order of the day 
now stands in  the name of the Hon. Premier : Reso- 
lution to approve the Date of Publication of the 
Register of Electors Order, 1956. 

Hon G. H. ADAMX: m. Speaker, if hon. 
members will look a t  the copy of the Order which 
they have before them, they will see that because of 
the urgency of the matter i t  is necessary to deal with 
it today. The Addendum to the Resolutio~ gives the 
reason. Some people, almost a t  the last moment, 
mere reminded to go and look a t  the List of Electors 
to see if their names were on it. Very many who did 
so found that their names were not on i t ;  and plus 
the strike which took place a t  the Aidvocate. i t  har 
been found difficult to get the Register printed in 
time. I t  was to be completed and published by 30th 
June, 1956 as required by  Section 8 (3) of the 
Representation of the People Act, 1955. Up to now. 
I am informed that the complete reqister has not 
vet been typed. T t  is therefore necessarv to extend 
the date of publication. 

Itl is necessary for the two Houses of Legislature 
to  approve of this Resolution so as to extend the date 
of publication of the Register to the end of July 
owing to its being impossible to complete it within 
the time stipulated in  the Act. I may say that 
members of the Other Place were also asked to1 stand 
by and do this Resolution today, owing to the 
urgency of the matter. I beg to mwe  that this 
that. 

Mr. TITDOR: W. Speaker, I think this exten. 
sion is a good step; only I regret very much that the 
Government did not see fit for  the Officers who went 
around registering the people to go back a second 
time. The reason why I say so is because I have no- 
ticed that many people who should be registered 

have not been able to do so due to the fact that some 
teachers who were appointed to register such per- 
sons went around at their convenience. I n  mapy 
cases, workers who had not returned home yet, were 
not registered; and along with that things were, in a 
m y ,  done by guess work. 

I would wish that a t  the same time Government 
is extending this period that they suggest that those 
registering officers who went around to take down 
the names, go back again and make sure that none 
of the people is left out. I n  many cases many of 
them do not know where they can go to get their 
names taken down, and some of them who do lulaw, 
h d  i t  dBcu l t  to reach the registering officer who 
has been appointed to take charge of such registra- 
tion in the respective parishes. 

I do not know if i t  is too late ; but the suggestion 
can be made that meanwhile during the extension of 
%he t h e  that such registering officers be asked to go 
around and complete the registration of all those 
persons who are desirous of becoming registered and 
who have not been able to meet such officers when a 
visit was made to their homes. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr, Speaker, I am sure that 
the authorities and, the Government are going to be 
very much surprised when the elections are going to 
'to be held at  the number of people who have not been 
registered; therefore I would really ask the Govern- 
ment if i t  would not be possible to give some publi? 
notice during this period so that many people who 
have not been registered, or who do not know whether 
they are registered or not, will be able to get regis- 
tered. I am sure that a big surprise is going to  
come to politicians about this Register. When 
registering officers went around, many people were 
away from home and i t  appears to me as if only those 
who were a t  home were! registered. I am sure that  
many working people who live about the villages of 
this City and work beyond the confines have not been 
~egistered. 

Hon. G.. H. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker, I do not 
want to stop any other hon. member from speaking 
but I want to say that all this has occurred to the 
Government, and to me; but I wish hon. members t c  
see that frankly it is the fault of dl of us in not let 
ting dl the people in the particular parishes we repre- 
~ e n t  know the last date that registration should take 
place and to aet behind them to go and ret refistered. 

Personally, 1 too have received many te:epllon~ 
fialls from people about this matter: but. I repea%, 
franklv i t  is the fault of all of 11s. We shoald h a w  
cot behind the people to ro and pet reQstered. Tt 
ir quite impo-siblp. nnless the (Yrovernment mantq to 
pive opportunitv to its enemies, to postnone the p ~ h -  
lication of this Reyister for one second lancer. A Q  
T have qaid, i n  the f i r ~ t  instance, the A d ~ r o c n f ~  strikc 
waq larr~elv reqponsible for not gettin$ the RefSister 
nrinterl in time. Ohvi~nslv. it rnollld benefit mem- 
bers of the Go~~ernment to get a couple of handredr 
more of onr q~mpathiserq rerriste~ed. 

REPLY TO HIS EXCELLENCY'S SPEECH 
PRESENTED 

At this stage, 3.35 pm.,  Mr. Xpeaker received a 
M'essage from the Xerrgeant-at-Arms that H 6  Ex- 
cellmcy the Governor w m  awaiting the House in the 
Co.unc/il Chamber to present their Address in  Eeply 
to the Speeoh whkh he delivered at the operuirrzg ot 
the Legislative sessim. 
3.35 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER and the House, preceded by  the 
Marshal bearhg the Hace, proceeded to the Councit 
G h m b  er. 

ai- 

l 
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Mr. SPEAKER n.ad and present~c! to His Ex- 
iellency the following Address which was passed ! i u  

the House reply to Z i s  Speech:- 

T R E  HOUSZ OF ASBEIMBLY 
TO 

HIS EXCELLEXCY T H E  GOVFRNOR 

The House of Asc;embly desire to thank Your. 
Excellency for the Speech delivered on the occasion 
cf the re-opening of the Legislature for the Legis- 
lvtive Session 1956. 

The House have noted with satisfaction the 
fhaneial condition of the Island, and other matters 
rrferred to in  Your Excellency's Address, and beg 
to assure Your Excellzncy that these and aU 0 t h ~  
matters submitted to them will be giren their earnest 
attention and support (luring the Sossion. 

15th May, 1956. 
KENMORE N. R. HUSBANDS, 

Speaker. 
Eis Excelle.lzcy delivered a Bejuifider. 
3lr. SPEAKER ar'd the House retarrted to t i t e  

-4ssemb ly Chcimbsr. 
Mr. SPEAKER:  1 have the honour to inform the 

House that when we attended His Excellency the 
Governor in the Council Chamber and delivered our 
3eply to His Speech zt the opening of the Legisla- 
lative Session. His Excellency was plezsed to make: 
the followiiig Re joind:r : 

Mr. President and Members of tl..- Legislative 
Council. 

Mr. Speaker and Members of t h ~  House of 
Assembly. 

I thank you for your respective Addresses in 
reply to the Speech which I delivered on tl:e occasio:~ 
April, 1956, and for your respective assurances that 
all  matters submitted to yon will, as heretofore, Le 
given careful and earur et consideration 

R. D. H.  ARUPrDELL, 
Governor. 

19th June, 1956. 

REGISZ'RATI(YN OF ELECTORS ORDER 

Hon. G. H. ADA?&S: Mr. Spedrpr. l was just 
aaying that it was regrettable that a number of 
people - I would not put it strongzr - who welc 
rntitled to register wercs not registerecl : and I C8r3 
only put i t  to  be thc fault of political organisrt- 
lions and political persons that they did not notify 
the people of the dates. Publicity was given to thc 
times and even the &diffusion was made use of to 
notify the public. I did not know uiltil after the 
time had passed whether I was registered. l did nc,t 
go to see and I have no doubt that thcre may be a 
rumber of hon. members in  like cases who remenl- 
!)erecl and again forgot until the time had passed. St 
i s  a matter of regret: that persons who could exer. 
rise a vote should not be registered, I do say- i t  w34 
not the fault of the G~vernment and I attempted to 
have proper enquiries to see whether i t  was possiblc 
to do it as from today to get a further extension; 
~ n d  I see i t  would be quite impossible to keep th.2 
timing right if this Tvclre further postponed. I re- 
peat: I know some of our political enemies will say 
that we are purposely delayiqg the bringing into 
operation of the Nlaucle Bill, and if we were to 
attempt to add to the time, i t  would look like tha t ,  
because (to mention one thing only) we have been ill- 
formed it is going to take something like nine months 
to adequately prepare the assessment roll. We hope 
:t would not because we can easily see that the com- 
'ng into operation of the Maude Bill, if we cannot 
&orten that time, will be delayed until March nest 
year. I give hon. members that bit of information. 

In order that they may see that it is not a mattel. 
lgnored by the Govercrr~ent but absolutely a question 
c f  timing. It is not like the old s y s t e ~  which was 
absolutely haphazard. I repeat: i n  order to post- 
pone much longer with these different bits of pro- 
cedure that we have to do before the official date is 
published in the Official Gazette. I hope hon. mem- 
bers will take my amnrance that i t  is not through 
lack of thinking, or tbrough the possibility of en- 
larging the time, but through the real difficulties that 
would ensue if further time were pivcn for regis- 
tering names. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker. unless I mis- 
1.mderstand it, I think this order is an  extension by 
Government for publication purposes only. I do not 
ihink you intend to extend the time whereby per- 
sons could now make application for the insertion 
oi their names or corrections. I interpre~ it that waz. 
What the hon. member has asked for, an extensioti 
of the period of time and a suggestion even that 
teachers be sent back to their homes, is not permitted 
in  this order. This is pr~rely an  o p p o r t u ~ i i t ~  for Gov- 
rnment to have a cwr~pleted list published by th2 

:'l&. July instead of 30th June. I agree with othet. 
hon. members that the ten days that were permitted 
for people to ascertain whether their names were on 
ihe roll or not was noc adequate. Ten days was no: 
adequate. Persons may have found tliei~~selves in tht: 
position, during that geriod of ten days, that they 
had so many duties to perform for one reason or an- 
other; or illness may have played its part on per- 
sons who did desire to find out whether tlheir names 
were on the roll, but did not have the opportunity 
within the ten days; so I have always held tihe time 
iaadeqhate for people to ascertain whether their 
names were on the roll or not. That is past history; 
that is closed now, so we are not dealing with that 
today; so those members who may have spoken in  
the past, and think they will still be given an oppor- 
tunity to get their supporters to put their names on, 
are wrong; let us not go away with that  impression; 
nor dhould the public think i t  is so because the Police 
Stations will be infested with a lot of unnecessary 
enquires. Now, a s  to the suggestion that the Maude 
Bill is the real reason for  this extension-the heudo  
Bill is going to take a long time yet before i t  is im- 
plemented, whether Government knows that or not. 
I understand that the number of amendments that 
will have to collie back to this House is something in  
the form of a new Bill. I n  other words, the original 
Bill was so badly1 prepared or has so many lapses 
unforseen, that the number of amendments t o  be 
made now can amount to almost a new Bill. The 
amount of adjustments to be made between the vari- 
dus sections will also amount to a great lot of exe- 
cutive work to straighten things out. When you are 
joining bodies together or taking off parts and add- 
ing to others, i u s  not so easy and all that will have 
to be done. But that  is only by the way. I only want 
to stress the point tihat this Order does not give ex- 
tension for persons to be put  on the register. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, the position is still 
a rather awkward one in so far  as the Government 
is concerned. I cannot ima>gine any member of Par-  
liament would be willing to criticise the Govern- 
ment as regards the system used i n  registering, hav- 
ing regard to the organisation that  was created to  
handle the registration. Think of what the Premier 
said here as regards the possible fault of the politi- 
cian. I n  the first place i t  could not be expected of 
any one politician, or of any organisation for that  
matter, to go around checking the registration after 
the system which the authorities set up. I would 
just draw a simple example. in the parish of St. 
George where there are some 14,000 people, it took 



the Registering Officers weeks and months to do the 
work; so therefore, how could one ask politicians to 
go around and check whether the registration has 
been well taken care of?  
3.45 p.m. 

The very lists appeared on the wail. You wjil 
find that some people have to walk for about 3 to 4 
miles so as to make a check, and that is not dolie 
2ther Countries; i t  is n d  done in the Home Country. 
The terrible thing is that after several years 9f 
struggle by all Parties to provide the {:orintry wit11 
Adult SuErage, by some strange reason, thousands 
2f people of our community are being robbed of the 
r:ght to vote. I want to reminci the !Ion. Premipr 
:hat this is cutting acrass the fundamentals of hurlla~l 
rights; for any individrzal to be denied his right be- 
ynuse his name does not happen to appear on the list 
1s something regrettablt. We have an old lady. at 
Xirighton; she has been with us for all the yzars th& 
I czn remember, but no one has ever a p ~ e a r e d  at  the 
Ilouse so as to reg is te~  the people who live there. 

There are several districts in the ~ ~ ~ r i z l . ~  of $ 1 .  

2eorge in which no investigatiol~s hnv,: been madz 
: t all. I should like to say that this pnstpo~:eil:eilt i o r  
n month is for the pilrpose of the cor:~pilatioll am1 
printing of the Lists, but  not for rcpisl. atlon. Thz 
Government is really in a rather a~vk~t-ard position 
a i th  regard to the Loczl Governmerlt Bril, n~ id  110,h- 
i . ~ g  can be d ~ n e  about it ; but to claim that this Weho- 
lutlon can have an e a y  passage is noG x:hat ;ta op- 
ciinary Parliamentaria11 mould expect I do not tiijli:; 

tL3,t anyone would put the reqponsibility on tilz 
6houlders of the Government, but there is no c-lcu:#' 
n9 christain excuse,-~i-hy you should deny a r x s o n  
~ h o  has attained tht- age of 21  years. the right tc 
vote, particularly one nho wants to use the vott3. 
You may send a person to prison; you can corre.7 
the laws of the Stste; but do not deay hiill the rigltt 
to vote. 

I know that the 3on .  Minister in tirr.e nil1 read 
these things. I t  is alright for hini to sneer liow, b::t 
geople have striven fnr this right; and t o d a ~ ,  wit17 
Adult Sufferage, and for a series of u~lcouth rcas- 
ons, you find that thovsands of people in the co:lr- 
=unity are unable to exercise the right tc vote. I 40 
xtot know what hon. members are thinking or arc> 
milling to do about thi; matter, bnt it is rather an:\- 
~ a r d  that in the development and gr~iw'tl~ LS the ~0111- 
~nunity, such should be the case. I t  is tk t  duty t f 
Parliament, and of the Government to see that this 
r~latter is carried out; if for one reason oi. clnoth~r 
the organisation has failed, human riyhts hzve bee? 
disturbed; primaeval man was willing t~ develop :L 
society which we want to keep and preserve; an4 
if it founders on the recklessness of this organiss- 
tion, i t  is time for us to be aware of the ugly thlnrir 
which are likely to grow in our rnidst and depri~,~. 
us of our rights. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I quite agree mith th~ .  
hon. junior member for St. George. If  he Govern- 
ment persists in putting these underhead cld men i n  
positions of responsibility, then these things will al- 
vYays occur. This is a negation of Adnlt Suffrage IE 
it, means that thousands of people will be denied, 
t'lrough the technicality of any Act, the opportunit~ 
of being able to exercise their right to vote. If you 
are not aware of the serious conditions which exist 
in your community, I say that there are lots of agri- 
cutural labourers who cannot read and write, but 
they have the right to ~ o t e .  As a politiciar, I cannot 
accept the responsibility; I cannot accept that it is 
my job to  go around in any villages and tell the peo- 
ple these things. We voted money for the publicitp 
of these things; but if the people who are doing the 
iob are not enthusiastic about it, somebody must 
*ay so. If you put  peoyle to  do this job, people wh.3, 

2s soon as they get 3c. or 6d. and the job is done, 
well they can say: "I went there and you were not 
,.it home." 

If you have somebody who is enthusiastic about 
the aspirations of our people, then he will see that 
people are registered. We cannot leave this job t o  
sld dunderhead people who live h the past genera- 
!ion and who do not realise what this generation 
means. You will find that there are a number of peel- 
ple whom you are encouraging to take active steps 
h these matters, but they cannot exercise their right 
to vote. I believe in thc system whlch existed before. 
I do not mind what takes place in Englaed; as long 
,S you give enough time for registration, a maa 
.,hould have the right to register and exercise h;* 
right to vote a t  any tin~e. 
3 55 p.m. 

i CLU l10t ueliekc: 111 iilia bjateu wdich you ndve 
~i Llie ~~ec1~1r111g il LLLLII: ior ihe closing ci the &ec- 
L O L ~  L l ~ t .  i f  toere l b  a bye-eiection torxorro\v, l 
L < ~ I  every ai'~l~ei1 of C U I ~  C O U U L L U ~ ~ Y  who nas reacned 
LIIL' h&(: s ~ ~ u u l u  ue aule LO lake part. Yoil sliouid be 
4Lle rc,;ater a t  an)-time you like. Tvby is i t  that 
\ 2 c)-$ el ~ : ~ I L C ~ I C  IS spending tliib 1oz oi money to pi  eyare 
u s  lcgi4ter, ailci tile11 iu another five )ears ~t ~vill 

ilave to apeilc ailother lot to prepare one l That is 
was~ing money. Yhere is no reasoil a, p<l3son 
.irc)gLu lzave ~o be re-registered. i t  is opinion 
that if you voted a t  the last election, you sl~oulcl be 
able to vote a t  the conzlng election. Do you iveclll to 
say that if you happened not to be dc Llollie vvhell 
IIL r~blbtering oliicer c m ~ e  around, you will llot be 

zutitled lo 17o~e at  the next elections l I t  is my 
tJpil:ion tnat your name was on the old regibtcr i t  
.hould remain 011 the register of voter., until you 

,die. 
I am aure that there are going to be l&, of peo- 

ple who voted a t  the last election and who are alive 
toclay who will not be ablc to vote a t  the next elec- 
:ions. l am satisfied in my mind that you have 
given a job to soillebocly who is not as enthusiastic 
ss he 5hould be, and as a result you are going to lose 
CL lot by it. Let me say that this right to rote has 
heell giren to the people by sweat and toil, and a lot 
of blood has been spilt for the people to be able to 
vote. I am not for one moment saying that there 
was not publicity given to this matter, but do not let 
ns argue that sufficient publicity was given. h 
'~l ind mail on a trotting horse can see that. I: do feel 
that this coming election is going to be postponed on 
matters of this kind. I s ~ y  that because I halve 
enough administrative commonsense to know that if 
thiq is the month of June and all these things have to 
be done that you will have to work like Hercules to 
get elections held in December. I am not one of 
those who want a postponement in  order to warm 
a seat in  here longer, but from a practical point of 
view all these things cannot be done by December. 
This Order which extends the-date for publication of 
this List gives rise to the point which I have just 
raised. 

Mr. Sneaker, T think we raln as well look into the 
question that i t  is necessary to have a supplementary 
Jiist to the Register if the Government is satisfied 
that there are too many people who are not register- 
ed. You had 90,000 registered on the last occasion. 
Look at  the growth of population and see what it is 
torlay. Does your register today truly represent the 
humber of people who should vote under Adult Suff- 
rage? I think i t  would be better for you to postpone 
the elections so as to allow the majority of people t6 
exercise their right to vote than to  SW you cannot 
postpone i t  any longer to please the opponents of the 
"Maude" Bill. Who are the opponents of the 
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" 'iJaude7' Bill? Do you mean the hon. junior mem- 
ber for St. Andrew and the hon. junior member for 
Christ Church? Certainly they cannot be opyon- 
ents. They have to swim with the tide. You sliould 
not loolr for  the opponents of the "Maude" Bill notv. 
That time is past. I n  my opinion. the "h1audew 
Bill is a small f ry  with the General Elections. Vot- 
ing for the General Electioiu is bigger and inore 
i~nportant  that the coming into operation of the 
"Maucle Bill. The iinportailt question which sllouici 
colifront your inind is: Should a large number oi 
people be deprived of voting on accoui~t of this 
teehnic>alitp? I feel that every o p p o r t ~ ~ n i t ~  shoultl 
be given. to the people to r e~ i s t e r  now. 'There %h01 It1 
be no r*uestion which should deny them of the on- 
1;0l"tullit,y ;nld that i5 :~-h-- 1 ocrrcc rti.: i :lc 1*~nl;'l'!i', 

of t h ~  hon. junior member for St. George. 
T!ie q~lesfion. that tlze Resol~ction on ~ o z a  pncs 

ions p u t  ancl resoTved in  the nffirwat;ve .uitl?olc+ 
diqrision. 

STATEMENT Re THE ADVOCATE'S STRIKE 

lion. G. H. ADALUS: Mr. XpealLer, before 
next Order is begun, 1 would like to make a state 
merit in collliectiou. with the strike which recent13 
too!< place with the workers of the Adi8ocate Prillt 
ery. i\s hon. members are aware, when the stage 
reached that there was an  embargo on the handling 
of goods in the Harbour and it seemed as if the nor- 
mal functioning of the exportation and importatiol~ 
of goods would be held up, the Government had 
illtervene and 1 am glad to be able to say that as a 
result of the Government 'S intervention a settlemeili 
has been reached. 

I should to read a statement which has been 
carefully prepared on tile part of the Government, 
It reads as follows :- 

I am glad to be to announce thr.1 till a uipa 
bin settlement of the recent dispute has i:ten 
through the good of the Goverlunent, betwee11 
the Advocate Colnpany Ltd., ancl the Barbados 
Worlcers' Uni011. 

As the precise woTding of the agreement em 
bodying the settlement has been the s ~ ~ b j e e t  of con- 
,,iderable discussion, I think i t  best to quote the firrt 
sentence of the agreement vcrbn f i~n .  

"The Company will in December, 1956, pay 
t~ every worker in its emplovment on 28th 
May 1956 the customary bonus and an a d d i ~  
ional bonus the whole of which mill be t w ~  
weeks and eight days W-ages a t  consolidated rakes 
and which will be equal to four weem wages at 
present basic rates exclusive of CO$: of Living 
allowances ' '. 
The Government is assured that, in 'he effect of 

what I have quoted, every worker eligible for the 
full bonus payment will, in December next, receive 
a payment which, however else it is or mlaht be com 
puted, will in fact be equivalent to four weeks basic 
wages, exclusive of cost of living allowance, at  thge 
rstes hitherto in  force. 

Workers who are dismissed for good cause will, 
uf course, not receive the bonus, which may also 
he forfeited or reduced for miscondnct, the rules re 
!sting to which will be defined by the joint Worln 
r ,'ouncil. 

These arrangements relate to 1956 only; i t  haq 
been agreed that they are not to constitute a preced- 
ent, nor to prejudice any future negotiations be- 
tween the parties. 

No further wage negotiations are to  commence 
~ . ~ t w e e n  the parties before the 3rd March, 1957. 

I am sure that  hou. members will j ~ i n  with me 
i n  feeling that it ie a very good thing for the Worlr- 
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ers7 Union, the Advocate and other employers and 
che Island generally that this settlemerlt has been 
made. 
4.05 p.m. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: 31;. Speaker, 
I ~ o w  beg to move that Your Honour cdr noa, leav: 
the Chaii and the House go into Committee of Sup- 
ply. 

11011. AI. E. COX:  I beg to second that. 
l'lze question was put and resolzyd ifi the  a f t , -  

m a t ~ v e  wzthout division. 
Jlr. i9?EAllli:B left  the  Chair a d  the  Hausc 

lue.nt L,,ltO Commttee Supplyry, iur. S l i l T ~  beiaL, 
in the Chair. 

Pre-Federal Headquarters 

Eon. G. Pi. ADAZLS : Nr.  Chairl~ail,  this is a 
Llesolution for the sum of $9,000. The L~c'clenciulu is 
;wetty full and hon. members will see Croln i t  a 1  that 
~t is ,ec,SSal.J- to say to why it sl!Ollld be voted. 
i h c  standing $'ederati3n Committee ha. agreed that 
until the site for the Federal Capita? been agreecl 
ilpon, lrey oilicers will be appointed TvhG \Till come tc  
Earbados shortly .It 1s proposed that :he first kr::; 
person to be appointed will be the !'hipi Jusilce of 
ihe Caribbean Federation. Some of tkr: ;~dministr+ 
tivz stafl vi l l  of courst, have to be nppointed early 
-the Chief Secretary and his staff dnd so on-anli 
illerefore, it has become necessar tu find ofic, 
:tccommodation availal- l r  as pre-Fed,:; a! temporary 
!ie,-idquarters; and naturally the Govelnmtnt of Bar- 
bados is very anxious to do everyth in~ possible t o  
rrovide such ~CCO-mmodation as may be necessary. 
'l'he Government has surveyed pos: lkle buildingr 
that might accommodate= these officer. and staff, anct 
~rc-federal  staff coming to Barbados. Tt is near colx- 
cletion-I am afraid 1 must ap010giS: for forgetting 
no Christian excuse-why you should deny a person 
has given me a date-in about six nrrzkr or so, a11~1 
at  any rate in very grod time for the offkials wh,, 

be comillg here. I n  the early stages i t  is expected 
that accolnmodation for about a minimum of about 
Sb persons will be necessary, and we can house them 
in these new bui ld i~gs  , hut natxxl ly certain adap- 
t3tions have to be made and one of the chief items 
a9d the most expellsive as hon. mellzFerp will see is 
the carports, and out-buildings for housing cars for 
the staff. I t  is thought that $6,000 will be necessary 
to provide that ;  ~ v c  hare to surfare the drive-in at  a 
: . ~ t  of $2,(X)O, and we have to install 1,-;ephones anti 
&t. Those provisions will add up  to adother $1,000 

and therefore, we are asking the Committee to vote 
the sum of $9,000. I do not think them ie anything 

can add, but  if any hon. member fee!, there is somt- 
thing he would like to aqk I will answer. 

I therefore beg to move that this Resolution do 
now pass. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H CUMMINS: I beg to seco~ql 
that. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I agree with 
this in its entirety but there is only o:le thing I: want 
to ask and that is, where are you going to put the 
children? The children are now in  the plesent builcl- 

next to the Government Headquarters and I UIL- 
derstand thalt building is also to be used in  conjunc- 
tion with the Federal set-up. I f  thar; is to be so, ir 
Government has in view clearing that f n ~  such a pur- 
pose, have they made arrangements for these chil- 
dren to be accommodated somewhere ne?r the present 
site? That is the only question; and if they are 
going to leave them where they are, all well and 
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good, but if what I have said has any truth in  it, 
they hade plans for them? 

,W. F. G. WALrCOTT ; .I do not think if the 
Government is getting its wedge in for the F'ederal 
Capital by this, that 1 should have heard i11 a sotto 
voae remark by the Millister of Social Services that 
they should remain where they are now. That is not 
the kind of remark we should hear now that they are 
going to remain where they are now-because $143,- 
000 was voted to build the new school for them, and 
5t would be like the master and servant attitude to 
leave them w+here they are now. But let us examine 
where the Bay Street School is now as compared with 
what it was originally before Goverllnient Buildings 
were put up there near the same school, because it does 
not provide the physical facilities and accomnioda- 
tion for a boys7 school. YOU find some of the play 
ing field has been restricted; there is not the amount 
of space; and moreover, that is all old school of olcl 
architecture; and the mere fact that the ~opulatiol; 
in  growing in this school was the reason ~ h y  You 
wanted to build an alternative school at  the Bay. If 
You are goil1g to do that-and I not with 
old "dunder heads7' who will be out of the House of 
Asseinbly, because the time is comillg ~vhell people iu 
here who represent the people falsely will be ~k~ ' ep i  
out because their thinking does not suit illodern tiiiirs 
the.? people are wasting time coining and sitting 
here from to T'lesda~ "ld dra'ving $l6' 
nlonth ant3 petting a lift  back home. This is not the 
place for them. Yon have to think in terms of the 
people you re~~resent .  

1 agree tllat you have to  ilzake alternative 
aecominodiition, but 1 naiit to put this t3 

regarded as a make shift and no right thinking par- 
son would like to see that makeshift arrangement 
continued. The School in that area, bearing in  mind * 
what is going to _take plaoe, would be inadequate for 
its purposes in the next three years; and if you want 
to give elementary schools any accommodation, at 
least you would have to give some better arrange- 
ment to the Bay Street Boys' School even if you ham 
to spend another $15;000 on the school so that it c;ttl 
be 50 contrneted into your temporary Ileadquarters 
'that you can use i t  for Government Offices. But 1 
do not like the idea of the qinister saying that the 
boys could remain where they are now. 
4.15 p.m. 

Hon. G. H. ADANS: Lest any other hon. 
lnelllber lllakes the sanle ?nistake as the holl. member 
has just made, I should like to speak at  this stage. 
The Bay Street Boys7 school would llot have beell 
rellloved ai  all if the ?,ii:~i~tcrial Builclings had not 
been put there, alld i t  was thought that some Goy- * 
eriinlent Department could be placed in tha~t building 
6, to be near the &linisterial Buildings. The ne\v 
school at the Bay Estate is beillg bnilt -ith the object 
of accomllzodating those boys if Tve lllove theln o,,t 
no,lT. The nlillister of social services wa4 per. 
fectly Tight ill his vote remarli \.,.hieh 

bp lloll, menlhel.. boys are beillr 
zemoved primarily bccanse they ;Ire overcroTvderl 
it is becansr 1%-e feel that that building, being so clos, 

the bqillisterial Bui:dinzs, shollld he for Go\r 
ernment purposes, 

As regards the length of time, there are these 
things: we need acconi~nodatioli for the F'edcra! peo 

the Premier : this is going to be an  arrange- 
n!ent for perhaps five )ear>. You know the 
building for the new Federal Capital callnot be built 
uilcler two years with what has been put dowil in the 

and the decision has not yet been 

ple who may go somewhere else if the Federal Capi 
tal is not plaoed here. The Federal Capital may be 
here, either permanently or temporarily; if i t  is go- 
ing to be here permanently, surely the ho11. member 
must realise that the first lot of building which you 
will lvorli for the accomll~odation of your 

and if the Federal Capital is not in Barbados, the 
interim Government would have to remain in  Barba- 
dos time, and I am sure you be sug- 
gesting that You postpone the of proper 
accominodation for the Bay Street Boys7 School for 
five years. I will go further and this is the sugges- 

I am prepared offer as what be 
mow. If the Government h w  specific plans to utilise 
the present Bay Street School for  some other things, 
they should do so because Government should make 
plans to clear more of those houses O u t  there even 
from the point of view of making the site clear around 
the whole area, because when you go to the Govern- 
melit Buildings you can look right out into some- 
body's back yard and see articles of clothing wmch 
they have to hang out and that so* of thing. YoLl 
want better space around the Government Buildings 
where you do not have to pry into busiress 
accidentally, and I feel that if Government cannot 
make plans for it in the very near 
fntare say what are the alternative arrangements 
for the Bay Street Boys7 School; if you say the rle* 
school is going to be nsed or make some temporary 
arrangements a,t the old school to make i t  more com- 
fortable. I have been a t  the Government Buildings 
a of days more md I saw many 
these children out there on the p u n d s ,  and although 
i t  is a good thing to see you can teach children out- 
doors in the tropics, I think the building should br 
so well constructed that you can a,ccommodate them. 
T do feel that with this interim arrangement, wnizh 
I feel must last for almost three years, some better 
provision should be made for the children, because 
the old Bay Street B ~ ~ ~ '  gchool would have to je 

. Therefore, the period of five year,s is out of 
the question. We hope that the decision 

7 
be lllade for the Federal Capital to  be placed here in 
Barbados, and if that is so, you the 

Buildin@. I should imagine tha.l; 
these buildings would be one of the first lot of bilild 
ings to be and those boys who are to go to the 

school at the Bay will be moved There is no 
school at the will be moved out. ~h~~~ is no 
question of depriving people of a more commodious 
building; that will not arise over a long periocl of 
vears, 
L 

I have just got up to assure the hon. memjer 
other subsequent speakers that these boys are not in 
need of a building; i t  is purely because we fee1 that 
the Education Department should be brought closer 
to other Government Offices, and we could use the 
Bay Street Boys' School for this purpose, that this is 

done. we did not want to remove the boys 
too far away from where they are at present, and 
we thought therefore that the old Wanderers7 ground 
would be an excellent site for this school. I do as- 
sure the hon. member that  we have a Pre-Federal 
Commission which has been sitting and the hon. 
junior member for Chdt church will know that all 
these things are being carefully considered. T again 
assure hon. members that everything we can do with 
the minimum of inconvenience to ourselves is worth 
while doing, if as a result, we will get the 
Capital here. 

Mr. ALLDER: I presume that Barbadians can 
breathe a sigh of relief that the Federation Commit- 
tree in their kindness have a t  least considered that we 

A 
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have the potentid possibilities for housing the Pre- 
Federal staff, but there is still something which is 
worrying my mind. I do not mind spending this: 
money, I will spend more than this amount for this 
purpose; but; there is an argument which has been 
produced by the previous speakers. We can very 
well remember that it was proposed to abolish the 
present Bay Street Boys7 School; when the Resolu- 
tion was brought down here a t  that time, it was sug- 
gested that that building be dIemolished, and hon. 
members on this side of the House protested against 
that  suggestion. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: On a point of Order. 
Never in  our wildest d r e a m  did it emss the minds 
.of any hon. members on this side of the House thab 
that  building should be demolished. You might 
change its appearance, but nobody suggested that it 
should be destroyed. 

Mr. ALLDER: The proposal to demolish the 
building was not in the Re~olution when we were 
handling it, but an  Hon. Minister, I think it was the 
Hon. wnister  of Communications, suggested that 
building would be demolished. 

Hon. N. E. COX: On a point of Order. The 
hon. member must have been dreaming when I spoke 
on that Resolution. I remember clearly what I said. 
I told the Committee a t  that time that w.e were pre- 
pared to renovate and alter the old Bay Street 
Boys' School for the purpose of housing the Elduca- 
tion Department; that is what I said. 

Mr. ALLDER: I am sure that if the hon. mcm- 
ber were to look back a t  the debates, he will see that 
I was one of those hon. members who suggested that 
it would be infra dig to demolish an honourabie 
building such as that. original proposal was to 
house the Education Department in that building, 
and arguments were very forcibly brought forward 
that the new Bay Street Boys' School, which is now 
being built a t  the Bay Estate, was a No. 1 priority. 
I think the existing school was being so overcrowded 
that although the Hospital project was to be carried 
put and the erection of the Ministerial Buildings 
had already been undertaken, the Government could 
!not avoid spending the money to remove the Bay 
%reet Boys' School to the proposed new site. 

I am suggesting that there could have been an 
alternative in this matter; I feel that we should not 
do anything to obstruct the even flow of the eclnca 
tion of the youths of this Colony. My alternative 
suggestion would be that the present Government, 
Buildings should be used for the accommodation of 
these Pre-Federal Officers because we were very 
elated when the Hon. Premier suggested to us that 
he had a vision which caused him to emhark on the 
construction of the present Ninisterial Buildings be- 
cause there would be the possibility of using than zs a 
Pke-Federal site of offices in case the Federatiolf 
Committee considered that Barbados was suitable 
for the purpose. 
4.25 pm.  

That hint was given by the Hot1 Premier, a113 
as a result we excused the expenses t;>en for such 
a palatial building ; therefore, 'l. wocld have prt3. 
femed to see the Federation utilis5ng it. He said ijlai 
about 36 officers are tc  be housed there and if you 
were to house half of the staff of Gov~mment a t  the 
present Ministerial Buildings elsewhere, you would 
he able to house the pre-federal staff there and there- 
fore allow the new school to be used by the ohildren as 
was formerly intended. It will be easy tg do so. 
Tn my opinion, it does not appear as if there was 
a hitch in the agreement m regards the hdi; lg 
a f  accommodation for the 36 0,fficers who are to 

do the pre-federal business in  this cololny. I am 
saying that you should again remove some of Lhose 
oMcers who were recently removed from the Pubhe 
Buildings even if you have to bring them. back to  
where they were, because some of the offiaes in the 
Buildings from which they were removed are not 
m use yet. You can put the remainder i n  the pres- 
ent Bay Street Boys' School and allow the Prefed- 
era1 Officers, when they come to go in  tha paiatial 
building so that they m w  feel good. They will be 
situated right to the front and they will feel mort? 
happy than when you take them to the new Bay 
Street Boys' School which is surrounded by a lot of 
small houses and other residences above which are very 
close and which must block the air from that build- 
Ing. We want to make those officers who are coming 
here to feel as happy as they can. I do agree with 
this arrangement. 

I will appeal to Ihe Government mhile we may 
1,tiss the Resolution before us to give us the guarail- 
tee that whatever you do (1) that as regards the new 
Ray Street School as soon as it is ~ t ~ q p l e t e d  the 
children will be allowed to go into i t ;  and (2) that 
the Pre-federal Officers who are c0mir.g here will be 
allowed to use part of the Ministerial Building. That 
should be so even if the Ministers I!L?VO to remove 
:hemselves to the old i3ay Street Sch(to1 temporarily. 
L do not think i t  will bc very embarrasclng to them. 
Let me repeat that anything you can do to attract 
the Federal Capital b e l g  put here, yon should do. 

I t  is a fact that the new Bay Street Boy*' 
Frhool is a nice bit of construction ancl architecture. 
I have seen it for mys~lf  and I know that the chil- 
dren will feel very happy in it, yet.1 d:, aot feel its 
environment is very suitable for those overseas per- 
sonnel of the Pre-federal staff. I hops that the Gov- 
crnment will give som? consideration t o  this staic- 
S .ent which I have macle. 

It is also a fact that that district is being bui!t 
up more and more, and its population ;F increasiu:; 
by the tliousarlds because new homes arc being sited 
there almost daily, and people are removed fro111 
~ar ious  parts of St. Mirhael and carr id  there. BP- 
avse of that, the i~resent old Bay Street Boys 

School cannot accornmc:date all the bbys that are in 
that district. It is a fact that dozens of them have 
to leave that district and go to school elsewhere. 
Some of them go to St. Giles School. simc to Ricli- 
~nond and some to St. Mary7a. Again L wlill repeat 
that I feel t h ~  present arrangement is vrong. 

Mr. HAYNES: hIr. Chairman, I tnok objectioli 
also to this arrangemelet when I first ]-pad the Addeul- 
dlum to the Resolution Knowing full well the liaiso.1 
nhich this building will cause, yet when 1 read thi.; 
Resoluticn (I am not ;v the inner circles of Govern- 
11ent) i t  seemed to v:z some e x t r a o r d i ~ a ~ y  reason 
that the new Bay Street Boys' School could not bs 
~ s e d  for the purpose it was intended so that tlitl 
money which we are now voting would be able to be 
devoted to reconditioning the old Bay Street Boys' 
School which will havc to be done when it is turned 
into a building for ttc. Education Department, and 
111 the interim period it could be used f?r offices for 
the various Pre-federal Officers. That is the thought 
vhich occurred to me. I do not know e ~ o u g h  of th-3 
reasons for the present arrangement, therefore it is 
very hard for me to decide on i t ;  I can snly give tha 
Touse my impressions Gn the matter when I first saw 

l  he Resolution. 
There is another feature to this Resoh~tion which 

vorries me and it is what I surmised when I made a 
few remarks on the principle of Fedcra~ion. We are 
always going to be called on for Resolutions for 
this, that and the other to support this new or- 
ganisation. I opined then where is thsi money to 
come from? It is going to come from our own local 
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people and prevent t5em from getting the comforts 
vhich they should have We are told tctlay that 
are economising on money for the repairing of road:. 
We are told that we cannot do so-and-so for  the same 
reason. We are told that we cannot do an  extra-ex- 
'tension to the water service and that Department has 
been asked to economise. We realise \%hp that is so. wy words are coming true. We are going to Carry. 
on this large organisation at  the expellse of our locai 
improvements. 

I feel ll,pself, Sir that that a verv re,rograclc! 
we w,ill never be able to (,,: this ratt, 

improvement that has beell appal.enl ,jLlrillg tjl,, 
1: st tell years, because we would not have the lnol~ey 
-TNe have spent i t  for ether pnrposcs. T~~~~~ arc 
ilupresslons which I !,nt to the H~~~~ t o  see whar 
i,lry are I hnid 1 was lucky ellough Iv 
hear first hand information, but sometimes I call se. 
cr,:tsicle the wha1 is happening inside them. 
4.35 p.m. 

31r. J. C. MOTTLEY: chairnun, 1 real;y 
,..-ould like to hear the GovernmelLt's rpactloll to th_. 
beautiful s.tlggestion made by the hen. lllenlber for 
s t .  ~~h~~ that those beautiful buildillXL up th(,i: 
will be placed at the tlisposal of those thIeee &Jedcr,\l 
~~~~~~~i~~~~~ etc., occupy that beautiful building; 
tl;at T\.ht,n in ally private capacity haVC, visitor, 
frolll ontsic~e you give them the best bedroollls allcl 

on the best service at their disposal. I am saying 
that should ,give ?helll the best. 1 all, llot list,n- 
ill? to my no\v, because he call c "!-talk l l i  . 
T I ~ ~ ~ . \ - ~ ~ ,  right thinkillg man an,t ,f70,11all i l l  
this island Tvould like to hear in the near fllture thAt 
z.,rbados has been blessed the ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ l  Capita!, 
alld everything that csli be done to brin,: that about 

be done and I think this is o12e I do lll,L 

lrnow if all the offic,.q up theye are ?upied bur  
,he $Ion. Ministers shllilld see that these nre-Fedel?i 
C;olnmissioners etc., cccupy that beautiful buil(tiutl, 
,f there is any need < o  changes +hry shou!,l 
h:ing their offices bacl; down here. I thil,k he i., b:.. 
ganough to command that to be dolle and let the Chi1.f 
Justice and Prime &linister etc., occupy thaT 
building until we are assured that we are going 
10 get the capital here. One hen. said lt is 
groing to be about fivr; or six years. but if use arc 
going to have Federation nest year (hecause tbc 
Commissioners are coming to tell us %ho is going 
10 be the lucky fellow and they have g91 to repolt 
Lvtfore the end of the gear,) therefore, wp will knqx>, 
I,JT the end of the year where and who ill get tll : 
capital, and we can  tart making plaits to hous? 
:i~eiii permanently. So I hope the Goveri~meni Benett 
b ill viewt the suggestion coniing from the hori 
senior member for St. John who although he might 
not bo as well educated as the roi l .  Ministers might 
yet be able to give some good ideas. T hope yo.1 
will work 011 that. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr Chairman, I map 
assure the hon. member who has just sat that if 11, 

were a question of tim: during which the temporary 
or  permanent capital will come we have aaready 
a,greed to offer our building. The hon. senior member 
for St. George will be pleased to hear that I am con- 
tent to leave my bath behind and come back dow.11 
here, but that is not the point. The?- will then ne.:j 
room for 200 odd people Ijnt now they are going to 
~ e e d  room for 50 a t  the most with 36 as a minimunl 
and that is why we decided on the Bay gtreet 
School, so as soon as  they decided that the Federal 
Capital is coming to  Barbados other temporary or 
permanent arrangements will be made. Obviously, \v(: 

be so glad and SO delighted to make everything 
p.0 smoothly, that Go~ernment would mcave back t?  
their old offices cheerfully, so hon. members have r :~ 
need to worry about that. This is only for the pre- 

Federal staff who h= to put  in a certain amount of 
work before 1958 w h e ~  i t  wig be knciwn whether the 
capital will be in Barbaclos or not, but further ar- 
rangements will have to be rnaa; when Federation 
I)ccomes a reality 

Mr. F. E. MILLER: Mr. Chairmall I bad nn 
intention of saying ai:;thing on the inatter becausc 
the Premier kllows that I am amollg members who 
are anxious to make ;ome form or ;ype of sacrifire 
:or the capital, but out of things he saicl herc about 
:he Bay Street Boys' School, the question is nt)r 
(we of having SO n l aw dollars or extw dollars i ~ ;  
the kitty to build a school or Playing Field; 'ut 
this new School was built for Bay Street, but now 
:hzt such a school is aln~ost ready I urn moved 
srtmewhat by what he said. He is amare that it will 
take six years before the stracture for the new capital 
IS ready, and I have 110 doubt i t  will cbme to Bar- 
bados. Thew is that ffcling alnong the majority of 
~a t iona l  human beings in this comm~ulity generally. 
1 repeat I have no doltbt that the Capital will come 
1 0  Barbados, but at  the moment t l ~ r e  are tne11t::- 
three persons who would require ten to twelve rooms 
or offices as you choose to call them, and I am wonder- 
ing if he should deny the irnporta~lce oi the schod 
and not do something  bout it. If the 3Ii~iister is norr 
dSki11g for $9,000 to tmbellish the esistellce of the 
uc~vly co~~structed school car ports an& drive\\.ays, 
2" for $20,000 01. @(),000. 1 all1 ~ ~ ~ u d t f i ~ . ; ~ l g  lf  it 1q 

1)ossible for him to answer a simple ciuestion. Is 
iht~re any immedi~-te s ~ t r  or anytlliiig like a buildiiq 
"hat call be purchased and converted for use or 
\tould it be convenient to reconvert the evisting Ra:i 
Street Boys7 school? I do not like the idea and it 
,,trikes me nonT as if the children of the Bay Strel t  
School will have to continne in the collclition there 
Sf possible, for another six years. I t  wollld be a t n -  
!r,endous gesture not ~ d y  to the West Indies but i~ 
the world generally if the Ministers came back ic, 
?heir old offices or to some other place anci give room 
l '  the pre-Federal sta4. It w'ould be a iremendo~l.; 
gesture to those interested in the capital, and 1 he- 
lipve, Sir, that if the sacrifice is mtzde bp the Mio- 
i~ ters ,  particularly th:. Premier, TVe Cart still find d 
means of creating for him a new bath. I am wsonder- 
ing if he W O U ~ ~  be willing to consider such a possi- 
hility. He is always hip hearted and anxious to ,giir-- 
things to the community and the people and I belie\-3 
if' he iq willins at  thih c t q e  he could find somewherp 
else and ask for ten times the amount of money. 

Mr. ALLDER: The Hon. Premier is like a CO,; 
that gives a good pail of milk and carelessly allows 
(he tail to wag and let it bit of mud yo illto the millc 
;11d spoil it. The Hon. Premier must realise at  tinvs 
that the Government is not possessed of all the 
knowledge and that sometimes a good supgestion can 
come from quarters least expected; avd l cwever big, 
Froad and capable the Government is, it should b~ 
able to change the programme for the better of the 
community in general. I would not go so far  as to 
suggest to the Ministers to come out if they 
feel that would be an enlbarrassmeat but. 
oil the other hand T feei it is expected 
that a sacrifice can he made by all and 
sundry. If I had to give up my bed so as to 
;:et the capital here, I would do so. Tf thc. Ministels 
really want to give proper accommodation to these 
officials who are coming here, I do not know for 
how long, the least they could do for them is to have 
them up there. 1 am not surgesting the?- shoi~ld 
come out if -they can accommodate them along with 
themselves; but there &re other offices which are of 
9s great inlportance [A VOICE: Mentiol~ one.] All 
cf the offices. There is nothing wrong if they have 
to be brought back down here and there is nothing 
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G ~ c e r s  is a matter of opruon. l am not ror one 
PLomeLlt saying that Lhe uovernment does uot have 
their reasons ior  putting them at the new +say b'craet 
Boys' khh001 but L am saying, do not leL us luae a1g-q 
ok the tact that thir, interim period m y  ue luugar 
tnan we think. 1 don ont subscribe to the views tndt 
rile old Bay Street school can ue leit much longer 
iu the state lt is. l am ol  the opinion tha~ tne 
present S a y  Street Boys' b'chool should renovatecl 
as quickly as posslble and I am sorry that the puplls 
pf that school are not going Into tne new School as 
?oon ats i t  is finished. If the boys are allowed to 
vacate the old School and  go into the new soh001 as 
soon as possikle, i t  will give the Government the op- 
portunity of renovating the old School into othces 
to compare with the new Government offices In tne 
Ministerial Buildings opposite, and when you do 
that you will have additional space. May be, the 
Pre-federal officers muld be aeconuaodated there, 
1 do not know if there is alternative space which 
they can use. I well remember on one occasion the 
Hon. Premier hinted that the present Ministerial 
Buildings will be put  a t  the disposal of the Fed- 
eral Government. I believe it is because he made 
that offer that the hon. senior member for St. J o ~ n  
was prompted to make the speech he made just now. 
Of course the Hon. Premier said so before that build- 
ing was occupied by the Government. However, tne 
I3oii. Preinier said so and i t  has re3)ounded. You 
can very well see the incionvenience you will have 
now that you have moved your offices out of town 

i~aving the Federal Capital here. I t  has been agreed 
already that Barbados will have to accommodate them h 
and all we have to do is to give them suitable accom- 
modation. Mr. Chairmall, the time has come when w~3 
should stop this talk wbich connotes Sribery for t h ~  
E'ederal Capital. I do not see the reason why you 
actually have to bribr people i n  order that the 
Federal Capital should be put  here. All this talk 
cheapens us. 

T h e  question that  the Resolution do now pass was 
put and resolved im t k c  a f f i rmat ive  wr'tlzout divisiwz 

O n  motion of Hon. G. H .  D A M S ,  seconded b y  
Hon. H.. G. H. C U B M I N X ,  Mr. CHAIRlWAN re. 
ported the passing of one Resolution h. Committee. 

O n  separate motions of Hon. G! H .  A D U S ,  sec. 
onded b y  Hon. Dr. H .  G. H. C U M Y I N S  in each m e ,  
the Resolution was read a flrst and second t h e  ana 
agl-ebd to. 

ADJOURNNIENT 
-A 

Hon. Dr. H, GC. H. OUb@lINS: I beg to move 
that this House do now adjourn for half a n  hour. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
T h e  qz~estiolzl was put amd agreed to, amd Mr. 

SPEAKER adjourrted the House accor&ngly. 
5.20 p.m. 
O n  resumpi~on .  

CIVIL ESTABLISHMENF ORDER NO. 15 
and taken them to the Government Headquarters ar.d I Hon. Dr. H. Q. H.  CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker, 1 
caving to move them back to where they were just 
to accommodate the Pre-Federal Officers. It m ~ s t  
c r a t e  a sort of confusion. 

I am not sugges t i r~~ what offices arc better tha11 
other to use for t ]~z t  purpose. I ~l?ay say that 1 

drr not agree that you should put these Pre-Federal 
in buildings +,, lower dignit?-. I 

heard some people suggesting the of the Drill 
Eal l  for the purpose. It is true to say that the atmos- 
phere of the Drill Hall when it is u s t~?  for the pur- 
pose of a dance makes you feel supple. However, yoix 
must bear in mintl thot the Barbados R~giment is 
functioning; you still have the A m p  there, there- 
fore, i t  will be not mnch good to reconstruct thc 
huildings around the Drill Hall into oiXce>. As n 
nlntter of fact, there Rre Government oEces at  th;. 
Garrison, but they are not convenient. 

I doubt very much if there is any more acconi- 
rnodation within tke itf:r,isterial Building. The build- 
iog is of very good architecture and very nice ts 
look at, 'but i t  does not have very big ~ffices. It ha; 
mp 10% string of offices but when You take thp 
cubit space of each of them YOU will find that the;\. 
are not of that spacz as  they aPPpa1' to be. T1lp 
building is set off with a very large verandah and :L 

lot of Space but you go intc of the 
offices, do not think that they carry any surplus 
'pace. of those offices do not earv even th" 
~ o r t  of accommodetion which offices lilre those shoulfi 

I have passed titrough the and heard 
conversations which were taking place in the officei;. 

Mr. Chairman I rose becallse 1 did not want 
hen. members to think that the street ~ ~ ~ $ 7  

Fchool was going to be one of perpet~ity. ~t was on,, 
of the schools which was set do- for renovation, but 
it happened that this system, of building the Min.. 
isterial Building was pushed on us as one1 of priority 
Ierause of Feder::tion. I do not sahscribe to  the 
idea that now that y c ~ .  have the Ministers in that 
building that you should push them out of it in 
order t o  create a favourable irnpraqion. It must 5e 
borne in mind that those officers who are coming hera 
have ndhing to do with who should vote for your 

beg to ae Order No. 5 as the next Order of the Day. 
Leave was granted the HOT&. Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
the name of the Hon. G. H. ADAM': 

move th'e passing the Reso1u t i~ :  A 
Besolution to approve the Order entitled "The Civil 
Establishment (General) (~mendmen t )  NO. 15 order  
1956." ?' 

Hon. Q. H. ADAIvIS : This is a Resolution for the 
House to apprsve the Order entitled h he Civil 
Establishment (General) (Amendment) No. 15 Order, 
1956," made in accordance with Section 3 of the Civil 
Establishment Act, 1949. It is, as honourable members 
will see i n  the Addendum to the Resolution, intend- 
ed by this Order to make provision for the creation of 
certain posts a t  the Statistical Service which is being 
set up with the aid of a Statistioal expert from the 
United Nations secretariat, whose services this ~ o v -  
ernment has liad since November of last year. I hope 
llonourable members have read the Addendum. It is 
very long and full of details as regards the work which 
this statistical will do. The main functions of 
the service are to make the best use of the existi-ng 
statistical materid in order to provide information 
of a comprehensive nature relating to trends in indus- & 
try, trade, populations and national income. For  too 
long we have in this IsJand, with some exception, be- 
'cause of our good fortune and because nature has be2n 

in the things she has provided us with, no 
swamps, no malaria, mod health and the rest of it, 
not taken care to provide ourselves with elementary 
statistics of births and deaths, or the incidence of ill 
health of even the number of houses that  are fit for 
I~uman habitation and the like. 1 think the honoylr- 
able member for St. Andrew possibly might well be 
pleased if I paid t n i u t e  to him by saying thalt for  
many years ne pointed out that we came here with 
Resolutions for this, that, and the other thing without 
any policy. I hope it will not be quoted a t  Election 
time that he had pointed out that we did not even have + 
B finaocial poliw based on knowledge. 'airsdnrilly, 
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we went on votting sums of money without the aid of 
h a Financial Secretary to CO-ordinace our spen&ng and 

)to advise us on hanc ia l  policy. As honourable me=- 
bers wilL see tnls as I mid is comprehensive, Sir, and 
it is set out in the Addendum under several Heads: 
Population and Social, Trade and Financial, Statistics 
of Industry and Iaabour, National Income and .Expen- 
diture and on Meteorology. The subject is of sufficient 
importaace thait I think honourable members should, 
and I dare suppose, have done for themeelves what 
I propose to do now. I t  is, I think, Mr. Speaker, 
right. that I should dwell for a little time on certain 
Items that will be the work of this new Department 
in order that hon. members will see thak the Govern- 

* ment of Barbados as it exists now and will exist in  
the future will not be based on guem work in any 
department of our social or economic life. It might 
be a surprise to some hon. members to hear that 
although we have had records of births and deaths 
for several years, they are not always strictly accur- 
ate. On the last occason. thai we had a censm, t h e ~ e  
was a fairly substantial difference between the 
actual results and whak we thought would be the 
number. Of course, there was certain extraneous 
matters that led us astray, for instance: during the 
rice rationing you could get a figwe of the popula- 
tion of Barbados as the result of issuing of tickets, 
and it gave you a completely wrong idea of your 
population when it was discovered that John Brown 
would have ration tickeh in High Street and the 
same man called Thomas Brown would have ration 
tickets in Roebuck Street and so on; so even the 
population appeared to be higher that it really was. 
I have already, when I first came down for a pre- 
Liminalry vote to establish this post, spoken to hon. 
members-and it is therefore not necessary to repeact 
-how we managed to get the Statistioian, this tech 
nical assistance from the United Nations, and how 
fortunate we were to have Mr. Dudley Seers in  this .-/ part of the world; and therefore, I shdl  not go into 
what I have said already, but this will be the first 
time that the House will have had before it a compre- 
hensive statement of the work of that Department. 
As regards Population and Social, hon. members will 
we that the work will consist of tabulation ot stat-S 
tlcs of births and deaths for each month, quarter and 
year, so we will always be up to daite in  knowing 
what the actual numbers are; Psblication of Statis- 
tics for marriages and divorees of each year ; migra- 
tion statistics for each month, quarter and year; 
~stimation of population by age and sex a t  the middle 
of each year, amd estimation of births deaths, marri- 
ages and divorce rates rby year. There will be what 
hon. members will find to he extremely useful, a 
tabulation relating to health, education, housiog, 
public assistance, crime and accidents, and mis- 

- r:ellaneous social statistics. Under Trade and Finan- 
cial there will be tabulation of imports for each . month. quarter and year; estimation of an~iaal  m 
dices of price and average value for different d w s  
of imports and exports; ~ublication of certain tour- 
ist expenditure by month, quarter and year. 

W 6.mp.m. 
If for no other reason, I am sure that the Com- 

mittee will be ylad to have these statistics beeause 
much of the information sought in sundry questions 
will be at hand in th,e reference Library of the Home. 
Hon. members will see other items set out on page 2 
of the printed copy of this Resolution; they will see 
that the staltistics of Industry and iLabour are even 
fuller than the foregoing. I n  short, if hon. members 
will read the items carefully. they will see that there 

L- 1s not a single item whch should naturally be COT 

ered by the Statistical Department is missing from 
the proposed work of this Department. 

There is of course, today even by law, propi.ion 
maiie for some of these thmgs. Bs hon. members 
know, the Department of Science ilnd A g n ~ ~ t u r e  is 
erapowered to call for Statistics relating to the Sugar 
Industry, which have b be made by the Plantations 
and Sugar Factories year by year; however, we wlli 
have thls advantage that the Statistical Oepartment 
will make publication of these figures more often than 
is the case today. We will have publication annu- 
ally of statistics in relation to sugar, molasses and 
rum, and publications quarterly and m u a l l y  of 
statistics with regard to labour. I say again that 
hon. members will see that there is no item which 
be missing from the publication of figures which are 
emential for us to have, if we want to  work in this 
way rather than bring forward ad hoa Legislation 
when something happens, and we have to deal with 
it. 

Finally, there is the question of Meteorology. 
Numbers of people are even more keen, now that we 
have had the visitation of "Janet", about knowing 
the facts, and it is indeed a good thing from the point 
of view of forestaJhg possible fear which need not 
take place if the facts are known. It is a good thing 
that we will have the publication of meteorological 
data. I do not think that I could put forward this 
matter better than using the words which have been 
used earlier in the Addendum to this Resolution. 
They are as follows :- 

"The main functions of this service, are to 
make the best use of existing statistical material in 
order to provide information relating to trends in in- 
dustry, trade, population an& national income, which 
would be of assistance and p-idance in formulating 
policy. " 

Naturally I end by saying that if there is any 
more information needed by any hon. member tham 
what iis already w t  out in the Addendum to thie 
Resolution, I shall be pleased to give it. I beg to  
move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. 11 CUMMTNS- I beg to sec- 
ind that. 

Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Speaker, when we first- 
Hon. G. H. ADAJIS: Mr. Speaker, if the hon. 

member will give way to me, I should like to say that 
I. had finished speaking before I dealt with the actual 
>?aff of this Department. The praposed staff is 33 

set out here; we have given very careful considera- 
tion to what these persons should be paid. We have, 
in mind the fact that the Salaries Revision Commis- 
sioner is coming here but we have given very care- 
fui consideration to these salaries. I t  is necessary tr. 
have this Order dealt with right away, because it iy 
a matter of urgenoy. I anticipate this question being 
adced ; w'hen the Salaries Revision Commissioner comev 
~t may t e  necessary to modify these salaries some- 
vhat, but it is thought that +hese figures would be 
proper for this necessary staff, unless there is somz 
tacial change made in the salaries of the Civil Ser- 
vice. 

Mr. GODDARD : When we first lcarnt of th2 
setting up of this Department in Bar1 ados, we wcl 
comed it because we realised that we were graping 
in the dark both from the Government's point of 
view of finance, and from the officers of the Customs 
~ h o m  we all realise give figures, whether they were 
accurate or not, which were so late that they were 
of little use to anybody. It was once remarked that 
the Coca-Cola Company of York had a nore  
c~mplete list of trade in Barbados than the Govern- 
ment here had. How true that was, I do not know, 
but apparently, they made their own survey. That 
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only gQes to show how inadequate and what little 
infoma,tion we have pertaining to things of real 
material value. This Department, by Barbados 
standards, will cost a lot of money; this is ailother 
Depaqrtment which is being added here, and there 
have beell fears that we have been addinfr more 
Departments of greater expense to an already heavy 
administration. 

AIy o~vn view is that, if this ilepartll16nt is 
w r e s  p~.operly set np aiid admiilistered aud the h, 

La11 shorn a true picture of things as they are, i t  will 
be a money-saving Department. I have in mind Iha 
incident of bringing down a Factory Inspector to 
Ldrbados and attaching him to the Labour Depart- 
ment for a year or two only for nim to tell us in 
the end that the incidence of factory accidclltb m 
Barbados is so small that there is nothing for Lhe 
illspector to do. A proper Dcpartinellt wonla have 
told us before hand that the incidelice of factory 
accidents is so small in  Barbados that we rcaliy 
clrd not need any Factory Inspector. TIiat is oiily 
one instance that springs to niy mind. 

The Custonls Returns are very necessary not oiiiy 
for local businessmeii but for principals abroacl who 
uish to know the trend of things, but because they 
are so late, they are hardly worlhwhlle; they are 
out of date before they are printed. I aiiticipatc 
that with the inachinery and the proper method 
nserl here, the figures which will be given to us wiz 
be published as quickly as possible. 
6.15 p.lll. 

I n  other words, it will be made available to the 
public. Do not let 11s have a repo7.t going to the 
lqxecutive Committee and it being k ~ p t  up there for 
three months before i t  is sent down here. Let it 
be published a t  once ~ n d  let everybody buy a copy 
cf it. 

The Addendum points to a very comprehensiv~ 
list of what they are going to do in  that Department 
and it should be interesting reading. I for one com- 
xend  Government for setting this Departnicnt up. 
1 just want to ask two qnwtions. TIow soon would 
it be settled? Are all of these app~intnients to ht: 
made immediately or will they be brougkt into being 
padually? Are the machines on order or are tbeg 
here already? It will be interesting to know if thc 
machines are already working and how adept arc 
the people in the working of this Department. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, this is one 
of the new Departments in the wo~icl today if you 
;uay use that term, because the emphasis has been 
placed on statistical information since the lasl World 
War; and in many of what can be described as under 
cieveloped territories there is such a lack of informa- 
tion that it is necessary to have such a Department. 
il few days ago I was reading a boolr which pointed 
to one fact that people did not knom even the geog- 
raphy of Africa nor its population when you cross 
fronz one line to the other. I t  is a fact that you have 
to guess a lot of these things. We have been doing 
a lot of guess work on these matters and I am very 
 lad that the Government ha5 decided to set up this 
Statistical Department. 

When you read the Addendum and listened 
to what the hon. junior member for Christ Church 
had to say, you will see that i t  is not the duty ~f 
the Statistician to formulate a pol~cy for any tiov- 
ernment in relating to the statistics that have bcei~ 
prepared. I t  is not even his business to interpret 
them for them. This Government has been tinkerii:g 
at  this question for a long time and I wonder I£ 
tiiey realise that they have come face to face tjith 
the problem that they should have their own Eco- 
nomic Adviser to tell them how they should spend 
their money. When you have thcse statistics prepared 

aiid you do not have people capable enough to inter- 
pret them, you are still no where. The interpretation 
of them is very important. You should have capaI~Ie 
people to tell you how you should interpret thew. 
and relate them to your economy for the formulation 
of Your policy. AS a matter of fact, you canllot inter- 
pret a language unless you kiiow the language; jo 
You cannot put a dunderhead to tell you what you 
should do when he has no background knowiedge 

I n  the Addelldun1 to the Iiesolution you see tha: 
the nlaill functions of this service are to make the 
best use of existing statistical material ill order to 
provide information relating to trends in ilidustry, 
trade, population a ~ l d  national income which would 
be of assistance aiid guidance in formulating policy. 
if the Government wants ,guidance in formulating 
policy they will have to go further than having this 
izforn~ation. Now, your Statistical Department is 
not there to formulate your policy; it is there to 
help you co-ordinate your policy; therefore you must 
get an Econoinic Adviser to advise you oil this ill- 
fornlatioln. 

I am glad to see in the Addendum what is going 
to be done as regards (C) - Statistics of Industry 
and Labour. I am glad to see that among the things 
i . ~  be done there is gong to be publication quarter13 
a ~ i d  annua1Iy of returns of employment and wages 
I hope when this publicatiorn is ,made we will see the. 
extent of employment in certain sections; tlhat is t9  
say, I hope there will be no more glib talk of your 
elrlploying 25,0001 people in the sugar industry. 
You should know how many people are really em. 
ployed in the sugar industry from the 1st January 
to the 31st December. You should know the extent 
cf how the \rage level runs so that you can say the 
I\-orliiug population in Badbados in  the sugar in- 
dustry is so many, and so-and-so are the average 
\\ages which accrue to the people in  the industry. 
Tt should not be as i t  is today when you have t4e op- 
ronents of the people in the industry giving you 
this information. They bring back some inforbna- 
tion from two or three pllantations and give you; 
and you pat that down and say from that informa- 
tion that the people in the industry work three days 
per week a t  the rate of so much per day, therefore 
the agricultural worker works for X dollars. That 
ii*formation may give a false idea of your wage level. 

I an1 glad, to say that in  my own job a Depart- 
ment like this is going to be helpful t o  >ne. The 
illformation which i t  is tabulating is something 
which the population should have and now the peo- 
ple are paying for it, i t  is something that is worthy 
for them to receive. 

The Hon. Minister of Agriculture is not in his 
place at the moment but while I am on this matter, 
I want to say that I hope the day is soon approach- 
ing when this Government will not have to depend 
on Sir Archibald Cuke to give them advice. This 
Government has to depend on someone who is ad- 
vising private industry to give them advice as re- 
gards agriculture. I have just had the spectacle 
of the British Government having a Conference t o  
talk about the quota dealing with sugar and in the 
Caribbean we had nobody from any of these Govern- 
m e n t ~  whom they could send to represent them. The 
two advisers whom they sent were Mr. Kirkwood 
and Sir Archibald Cuke. When you have Sir Archi- 
bald CuBe to represent the Government and he has 
to represent private interest you can see how fast 
me are running towards our own independence. 

I do hope that now Government has its own 
Statistical Department, i t  ~l-ill  not have to depend 
on Sir Archibald Cuke's interpretation of the budget. 
He adds figures up and makes a percentage of them 
and then says that this is the amount you are spend- 
ing on education, therefore we cannot afford to do 



J U N E  19, 1956 179 
--L - 

such and such a thing. bonle one then comes along i like livestock on the inc reaseu f  the increase were 
and say that  that is statistics and Sii, Archibald Cuke dong these lillea, then the standard of the people 
is an  economic giant and we have this big economic would be an  eloquent testimony; i t  would tell us I statistical giant giving us this information, there- that the standard was gradually and substantially 
fore for ten years we cannot aiford to do such and / 
such a thing. 1 an1 very glad that we are  not de- 
pending on that  sort of economic theory any more 
and that  me are getting a modern Statistical De- 
partment. 

l may say here now that 1 am very glad to see 
that the Government has made use of United N ~ -  
tions7 Assistance in this surely the time 
has come when this Government must make greater 
use of international services and agencies. I t  is 
cause for  regret that this Government allowed the 
Legislature to frighten them away from sending a 
delegation to I.L.O. The one Government which 
has refused help from this organisation is the Ba> 
bados Government. I do not know if the Minister 
was not available or  if he felt it would be too much 

for him to go to both places, he having go 
somewhere else. 1 am saying that  there is no point 
in our keeping away from these big international 
organisations. There are some people who think 
that Broad Street is the World and that the world 
circles around Broad Street, therefore, lollg as 
you circle in Broad Street you do not need to go 
outside. I n  the West Indies we have not yet r,eached 
ihe stage when we can produce exports such as those 
in  large countries because me are still a very young 
and growing territory. This statistical service is 
solnething which has developed out of countries that 
have been operating for  sometime. The creation of 
this Department has my whole hearted support. I 
do hope Government mill get down to the business 
and get the people and the machinery as Soon as pOS- 
sible so that the people h the couvmuility will get 
the benefit from a n  expert service such as this. 
6.25 p.m. 

Mr. VAUGHAii: I want to give, Sir, as an illus 
tration of the lack of statistiw in guiding the politi- 

rising; but merely to state there an  increase in 
consumer goods does not tell the politician interestea 
in social affairs much. So I trust in  future when a 
memorandum on the Estimates is published and a 
mntence like that is submitted, we will be able to 
look back to some statistical report and come to the 
conclusion that the increase in consumer goods was in  
goods consumed by the peopTe and not by the wealthy. 

Nr. 'l'UIDOli: IVLr. Speaker, Your h o u o w  wffl 
probaaly recall that wheu some months ago we rrst 
neard of this matter in  this Chamber, the nou. wnior 
member tor  St. George and l were at that t m e  very 
crlt,lcal ox what was: proposed then. Not that m ally 
way we o p p o ~ d  toe laea ot there bemg a statstlcal 

attached this C;overrsment, but re- 
,&U, s i r ,  that the burden of all critlclsm was that we 
tlruught that Government had better get dowu to 
uolng the lvhole thing. coum, so far as I 
the Uovernment does not object to many of the thiws 
We then suggested, but it was polnted out to us that 
i t  W ~ S  better to have the gentleman who was promised 
to us from abroad to come and to let bun advlse us on 
what was to be done. Well, he has come, and has 

, started to work; and it appears that what we have 
before us today is a consequence of his mvestigati~ns 
anrl the advice which he has given Government; and 
i t  appears also that we are  to have an  entirely new 
and distinct Government Department set up. I wish 
to my here now that I am in entire agreement with 
the terms of this Resolution which we are asked to 
approve in so far as they go. I have one or two eriti- 
eisms to make which do not a t  all detract from the 
principle of the things we are discussing, but which 
I think deal with matters which ought to be given 

eollsideration. cians in his social outlook, paragraph 14 of the Meal- 
oraildum to the Estimates 1956-57. I t  reads as fol- 

I First of all, Mr. Speaker, I was rather interested 
lows :- to hear the Premier say in  hG speech that the salary 

scales and the figures mentioned here would in  no 
"*S in the previous year the in way be brit i t  was possible when =larlm 

were at forty were revised generally that some modification would dollars, while the value of imports was fifty three 
million dollars (as compared with forty-eight and a undoubtedly be made. That is a gocd assurance to 

half million dollars in 1954). The rise in the total have; but I think that we ghould go a little further 

value of imports has therefore continued, indicating than that. I notice, in  comparison, Mr. Speaker, 

all upward trend llot influenced by war or threat of with the salaries of some of the officers employed with 

war as existed in 1951 and 1952 when the iralue of this Government, the Government Statistician will 

imports rose from thirty-nine million tc orer fifty be paid a rather low salary. Again, I have in mind 

million dollars. ' ' that i t  can be increased: but  I am wondering what 

Now, this is the important sentence. first prompted Government that their chief Ratis- 

"figures so far  available show that the increase ticiail should be paid $6,240 when in their and our 

is attributable to the importation in 1955 of greater opinion his job is no less important than that of the 

quantities of consumer goods. " Director of Education whom we pay $5,960, or indeed. 
N ~ ~ ,  what I wanted to know when I read this the Director of Medical Services or of Agriculture 

was which set of consumer goods were meant. There whom we pay @',l6"; I think it ought 
are of two sorts, luxury goods and goods c.onsumed $0 be clearly by that this 
by the average people, by the workinn classes. N ~ ~ ,  Department will in time became the lodge of all other 

\"hat, ela,ss of consurner goods that were Gn the big GOverliment because there is 

illcrease this paragraph does not state, but a one of them which will not rely on i t  for information 

statistical service you will certainly have known almo" from day tC day. It will provide to a certain 

whether the increase was in things like u,ines, vxteiit the sinews of Government. I t  will be working 
jewellery, family cars, perfumes, special tourist goods On a 24 hour a day basis, no rest period, because 
btc. These are coaqumer goods too. Were they in- ever>' Government Department On it; and 
creased that line? If i t  were, well then, ;here 5t is to be remembered Mr. speaker, that the people 
TTas no rise in the standard of livino of the warking who work in the statistical Department are almost 
classes. Rut if along these lines i t  mould be something entirp'v ?eople the point of 
definite: a llunlber of shoes, bicycles nlilk vie" of training., but there are certain jobs. certain 
lumber for repairing chattel houses, food that we kinds of work involved which r e ~ u i r e  a certain 
know people consume daily, cotton goods. artisans amount of skill, and I think we ought to start off 
tools: in the Transport senrice, buses and pickups from the beg inn in^ bp placing it on a level with 
for the ronvPnieklce people. Were there things those oldkr establishad Chernment  De~aeme*ts  



whose work is recognised and whose officers axe paid 
to  the best of our ability as we now pay them. 
6.35 p.m. 

I therefore thiiiii that the cl~cision should be 
made, even before any question of salary revision 
,arises, to revise the Governmelit Statistician to a posi- 
tian of equality with the Director of Medical Servioea 
or at  least with that of the Director of Education, 
because of the importance of his work. There is 
no doubt a t  all about that, and I think the sooner we 
agree to that, the better it will be. 

There is another and more important aspect of 
the work of this Department which hon. members 
will realise later, and i t  may have escaped the atten- 
tion of some hon. members a t  the moment. It is 
this: since this Departnlent will deal almost exclu- 
sively, should we say, in  gathering information and 
arranging and classifying it, i t  is much dependent 
in  the first instance on the work of a body of people 
who will understand not only how to answer ques- 
tions, but how to ask them. For instance, no survey 
of major importance which has to be undertaken 
will be successful if the persons conducting it do 
not understand the sort of questions which they must 
ask and the people of whom they must ask those 
questions. It follows, therefore, that in addition to 
what appears to be the nucleus staff with which this 
Department will be started, it will be necessary to 
train some people who may be field workers and in- 
vestigators, so that a constant flow of people skilled 
in these matters might be avaiiable to this Depart- 
ment from time to  time. 

Another point is this: when this Department 
is working at  its fullest strength, undoubtedly, there 
will be a lot of information which will be made 
available not only to the Legislature but to the pub- 
lic generally. The one thing I would hate to see is 
this: I should hate to see that information, which IS 

valuable, accurate and useful is given to the Govern- 
ment and the Legislature, but not disseminated to 
the public generally. The whole purpose of having 
this Department is that all sorts and conditions of 
people in  this Island should be able to know with a 
degree of accuracy, what is actually going on in this 
comm~lnity. The Statistical reports and surveys 
should not lie on shelves unused and undusted. I 
think, too, that in  order to captivate the interest 
of the public in  these matters, such reports as are 
made and drawn up  from time to time should be 
re-digested for the benefit of the average man; they 
should be got up  in  such a way that people might 
be able to follow with s o ~ z  ease the information and 
the subject matter of which the information treats 
I t  is not enough that public bodies should themselves 
have this information available to them, but every- 
body should have it, and it should be easily accessi- 
ble to them if they so desire it. 

The Government itself should, perhaps, in its 
Radio Programmes, allow members of the general 
public to know what is the latest report on such and 
such a matter, and you should be able to get i t  in 
booklet form at  the smallest possible and cheapest 
price. That is a matter of great importance, because 
unless that is done, people will always be arguing in 
a circle about matters, and then the Government 
itself will be engaged in  this task, because even when 
you give people the spoken word, it is not sufficient. 
Therefore, in a comm~~ni ty  which is as literate as 
ours, i t  should be possible for  people to read things 
of importance for  themselves. 

There is another matter which is equally import- 
ant. I am glad to see that i t  is one of the things 
which is included in  the list of the regular routine 
work of this Statistical Department; it is the ques- 
tion of National Income and Expenditure. Too often 

in this House and in  the Other Place as  well, much 
valuable time is lost because hon. members of both 
Houses of the Legislature are not in possession of A- 

certain figures and analyses which would help them 
in understanding Fiscal matters. The position is 
even more difficult for persons outside the Govern- 
ment, because the Ministers and the members of the 
Executive Committee a t  least halve access to inform- 
ation, quite appropriately not bestowed to members 
of the public, whether in the Legislature or not; 
but i t  will help the position if, a t  Budget time, a 
Statement or a Report or whatever the form may be, 
of the Estimates set out in analytical form, not by 
any means technical, could be distributed to hon. 
members of both Housas qf the Legislature and 
interested members of the public so as to give them 9 
an idea of the changes, if there are _a,nx, of the 
Government 'S h a n c i a l  policy from year to year. I 
think we have to understand that  there are some 
matters which are above and beyond controversy 
and one of the immediate benefits of having a Statis- -$Z * 
tical Department is that some of the things which 
we argue about now, in respect of economic and 
financial matters will not be argued about, because 
the figures will speak for  themselves. 
6.45 p.m. 

The time is long. passed w h ~ n  statistics used t o  
be a matter of guessing. No longer is i t  true: and 
Your Honour will agree with me that statistics have 
now become an exact science with rules of its own 
and i t  imposes an  intellectual discipline equal t?  
that of any scientific study. I t  does not tend t o  
narrow down the points of controversy because the 
figures speak for themselves. 

I am very glad to see that a t  long last we are  
managing to do this and I do not think that one 
ought to withhold praise whrre i t  is due. Much as. 
I disagree with all the aspects of public policy as  
is interpreted by this Government, I t h ~ n k  they 

I have done the very best thing in  the setting up  of 
this Department. I will like Government to know 'Ic 
that no considerations of money ought to stand in  
their way of attracting the best people on the staff 
of this Department because i t  is highly skilled work; 
and m e  ought to know the vast amount of trouble 
v e  have gone through to get it passed. From the 
point of view of the general public this information 
must be disseminated, and in such a way that i t  i s  
not only interesting but easily understood. Natur- 
aJIy, as time goes on, we shall be able to see how 
well this Department is working. Of course, I take 
ii that Government has so thought of the matter 
that any chanjges and modifications in conditions 
and the salaries of the various officers can be made 
easily. My very last plea is to remind Government, 
if its members need reminding on this point, that 
this is the opport~~*iity for them to encourage the 
training of oar own people in these matters and to 
let no opportunity pass from making it possible for 

3- 

Barbadians, and if not Barbadians, Vincentians to  
be brought into this particular Department for 
training, because it is important that we should rely 
on our own trained people eventually to do this 
very necessary service for us. 

MT. HAYNES : Mr. Speaker, as the Hon. Pre- 
mier has reminded the House ( I  do know it myself) 
1 have often advocated the setting up of a Depart- 
ment such as this. I remember I went so far as to 
put forward on Address on the subject of having 
a Statistical Service set up for the Administratiou 
so that when we pass a Resolution for X pounds, 
we will be able to refer to i t  and able to see whether 
we have the money or we do not have the money to 
get what was suggested. 4 
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At the same; time I must say that I never envis- 
aged that a Department like this could be so expen- 
sive. I do see the advantages of the various headings 
of' information with which it will deal. There are 
all inter-related with the information of the Island. 

I believe there are Statistical Officers in nea~ly  
all the Departments of Government Service and I 
a m  wondering whether they would be withdram 
from those Departments and placed in this new 
Department or whethw those various Departments 
will continue to have such an officer attached to 
them to gather all this infornution and then hand 
it over to this central organisation. That is a very 
important matter because 1 b o w  that one of our 
Departmellt-the ARricultural Department of which 
1 happen to be Advisory Chairman-had a mhn 
there doing the satistical work, and all of a s u d ~ n  
he was withdrawn and the Department is now lack- 
ing of vital statistics thinns of a very valuable 
-nature. 1 should really like: to know that. If it i s  

for the Hon. Premier to answer that as well 
as how these various of Government 
will be co-ordinated to go through that informtion 
before handing it over to the central organisation 1 
shall be very pleased to hear. 

I 'lso want say that I agree with the 
junior member for St. when he said that these 
statistics should be allowed to go to the public as 

as pmible after they are made Out, I 
agree, as hi? pointed Out, thatt there put 
out in a simple and straight-forward manner so that 
the ordinary man in the street can understand, them. 
At present a lot of these things, a lob of Government 
papers and reports, are written and published in 
such a way that they take a very ducated man to 
2nalyse them in order to get at the core of what 
they are trying to show us. 

I am very much in favour of the setting UP of 
this Department and 1 believe it will bear fruit. As 
I have said, I did not envisage that it would be such. 
an expensive one but i t  is really very compre&en&ive. 
As you can see from the Addendum to the Resolu- 
tim, there are many various items with which it 
will be dealing so 1 can quite see that it will need 
tr large staff to bring these matters up-to-date. We 
do not want things which happened in 1953 to be 
published in 1957; we want to know that what 
happened in 1956 is published at least in 1957, be- 
cause information which stands longer than that to 
be published can be very misleading. The world to- 
day moves on very quickly and conditions alter all 
the time, therefore when you get figures which are 
antiquated they do not help you. It is important 
to  have these figures published at a suitable time. 

I see from the Addendum to the Resolution that 
there will be five machine operators so I presume that 
there will be no holding up in putting out these 
various statistics in their various and proper forms. 
&. Speaker, I do support the Resolution. 
6.55 pm. 

G. H. ADAMS : Speaker, I am glad 
to see that on so important a matter more than one 
hen. member has spoken. The hon. member for St. 
Peter raised a strong obser~a~tion. There is much in 
what he has said, in fact in all the hon. member said, 
aS regards the absence of statistical information of 
n-hieh we are all aware; but. I do not know where 
Le got tb idea from that the Sktistical Department 
Just moduces figures and does mt a n a l m  or tabu- 
late these figures; it does not make or out these 
fiwes in such a way that even the non-exPm who 
cf should know something of fi€Pr~-l& mt. 
put it this way, th Financial Secretary 
in the colonies Etherto is not alwags and in fact 

ken very what we can an  econom- 

if. expert, let alone a statistical expert. There are 
very few people, I would say, or they have been 
very few people who have been Financial Secretaries 
who could be called economic experts; and there- 
fore, it is not abwlutely essentiad in order to make 
~aluable use of the figures of a Statistical Depart- 
ment to have a Financial Secretary w b  is a B.Sc. 
In Economics, real or alleged. I think thal the Co- 
lonial OEce in recent years is aware of the ne- 
cessity of having somemy with mme kn0wledi.P 
a d  skill in h t e r p r e t i ~  figures before him 
that he can W a ~ inanc ia l  Swretary advise the 
Government in formulating its policy, and I do as- 
sure the hm. member for St. P e k r  that the figures 
will be put in such a way mid sufllcient ex~lasation 
 till be dven  to the b e s  produced by the  tati is- 
tical Department that they will easily be 
k . ~  the Administrative Officer whose function it will 
be to advise the Government on financial ar other 
matters that laatter7 on [his kso'v- 
ldge 'gores and the tRnd which these 
irdicate. I have no fear whatever on that score. 
Sir, that the Statistical Department would be merely ' eo'e'tion of figures W'''' mean nothing even to 
the initiator. 

As regards the question asked by the hon. junior 
member for Christ Church some of the machinery 
has already arrived. I must remind hen. members 
that this civil Establishment order ww brought 
before the House already and that of course the work 
has started since Mr. Seers arrived and we have some 

the machinery already and some more is to be 
by the end of A ~ ~ ~ ~ .  

This is setting up the establishment 
of officers l;ho have dready been seconded 
from Werent  Departments that p r q a r e  statis+ 
tic,, - the Custollls and so on md ar4 now 
working in the Statistical office. These will be the 
permanent staff and some suggestion was made about 
the advisability of using Barbadians and West In- 
dians. Of courw it will be Gaver-ent and just 
as we are now using Barbadians and occasionally 
non-Barbadians, just as there are Barbadian Mag- 
~rtrates and Permanent Secretaries and ocasionally 
non-Barbadian, W,est Indians will be drafted into 
the service. There is no question of this being from 
an establishment point of view any diffe~ent from 
any other Goverlnent Department. There is; in 
t& service a t  the present moment, one person of 
whom visiting economists of high reputation havs 
spoken extremely highly, and he will be going abroad 
to  be trained and return for work in this Depaxt- 
ment. I do not know, Mr. Speaker, that I can use. 
fully add anything else. Instead of doing as we ard 
doing now just borrowing from the Customs and, 
aq I said,. other Departments, you will have a person 
permanently in this Department calling for and get- 
ting the informatioil from the Depmtment of Agri- 
culture, from Trade and Conzmerce and the like. 

As regards thfe statistics of rainfaJl a d  things 
of that nature they vil l  in fact only be wblishei 
froim the Meteorological Station that is here in Bar- 
bados. I will again say, Sir, that these salaries mav 
h:Lve to devised in accordance .with what 
salaries Commirxsioner set. lqhey have been bed 
.,t by any means with reference to sal&es paid in 
Trinidad and Jmica, though we have gone 
into their Statistical Dqatl-tment. They have been 
fixed by comparim with the Head of other Depad- 
ments as far  as possible. The Commissioner of Income 
Tax salary is this, but if the Salaries Commissioner 
Mmes and slays the Income Tax C~-~*one= should 
yet $7,000 or what he n a y  happen to say, naturally 
Fecause we think it is c~mparably cheap we may have 
to raise the salary. It is not necessary to warn hon. 
members because they are themselves making thy 
roint, but it may be necessary to raise tbese salaries. 
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and it may be necessary because although 1 said 
that the functions are rather comprehensive, yet with 
our resources we are r ~ t  embarking immediately #:m 
the sort of Statist.ica1 Department of t,hl: very rich 
countries or what the big co~ultries would have. I 
think however that thc provisioil thst has been sug- 
gested to us by Mr. Seers and which the Govern- 
ment has accepted is quite a good beginning witl~ 
rm limited resources and with the ~:eed for making 
up the a~noutit of leeway in statistics which in th.: 
past have been so badly kept. I think I have answererl 
the points raised. I mould just like to emphasise that 
i t  is not on a magnificent scale. The salaries are 
small compared with Jamaica and Trii~idad, but TV? 
have to watch carefully less by keeping these salaries 
low we lose persons being trained who ~vauld be dble 
20 take top posts in years to oome if they are teiupted 
t~ go to richer colonies which will pay high salaries. 
The Goverllnienit will bear these k i n g s  in mind and 
1 will remind hon. ~nembers who spoke on th? 
publication of figures, immediately yon caniiot help 
i t .  and when you hear that in some respects that we 
are producing month1.c-, qua.rterly and aiznual statis 
.]CS, hon. menibers will see that in this department, 
of social or economic life in which it is necessary 
to have up-to-date fignres they will be having the111 
monthly. I did not mention mhev I first started that 
in one or two respects statistics is limited except in 
tile Income Tax Deljartment where they are well kep!, 
f*~t  in some other Departments none exist; migration 
firnres are not perfectly kept either. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank those hon. members who 
hare take11 part i11 tlze debate and I assure then1 that 
the Government is weell aware of the enormous valud 
~f this Departn~ent an11 will take every step to see 
that i t  is Well staffed. We have teen. Iuclij' that thost: 
r~ersons who passed through here and had ai~ything 
to do with the esta'blishment or making suggestiol:~ 
as to the establishmer~i. of this Department ha\?<> 
spoken highly of two er  three persolis ~vhose servic? 
ne  hope to retain. 

T h e  quest ion tlzat t h i s  Resolution d o  n o w  pass 
rcas pu t  arnd resolved in. t he  affir,t?zaf ive  w i thoz~ i  
clivision. 
7.05 p.m. 

PUBLIC OFFICERS HOUSING BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Commun- 
ications, Works and Housing: to move the second 
reading of a Bill to amend the Public Officers' Hous- 
ing Loans Act, 1952. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Spealrer, in  moving the 
second reading of this Bill, I should like to inform 
hon. members that these amendments are necessary 
inasmuch as some doubt has been expressed by the 
Officers who are administering the Act, as to whether 
the Act applies to persons who rent house spots on 
which these persons proposed to erect chattel houses. 
I can assure hon. members that when the Act was 
passed, and after i t  was amended sometime last year, 
it was the intention of the Government that this Act 
should apply to people who intended to erect chattel 
houses. Hon. members will remember that figures 
were quoted in  relation to persons in  the various 
brackets; figures were given as to the amount which 
would be loaned to employees in the various brack- 
ets. I n  respect of a Senior Clerk, the amount 
would be $6,720; Clerks, $5;5;1)40, Teachers, $5,040 
and we came right down the Scale to the Cantonnier, 
$1,080. That, in itself, will convince hon. members 
that it was the intention of the Government that 
loans should apply to  persong in  the Key Scale who 

may not own any land, but who would like to have 
houses similar to those which are purchased and occu- 
pied by workers who qualify for  this benefit under 

A 
the Labour Welfare Loans Organisation. 

There was some difficulty i n  interpreting the 
Act, and in order to make the position quite clear, 
these amendments are necessary. As hon. members 
will see, this is what is set out in  the "Objects and 
Reasons7 ' of this Bill :- 

"Under the Public Officers' Housing Loans Act, 
1952, at  present, loans may not be made in  respect 
of chattel houses. The application of the Act, 
however, includes officers who would normally occupy 
or own such houses. This Bill seeks therefore to- 
amend the Act so as to authorise loans to be made ? 
in respect of chattel houses. 

The opportunit- has also been taken to amencl 
the Act in three other respects:- .* 

( i )  to make it clear that a loan may be 
made to purchase land on TT-hich a house 
is. 01- is intendecl to be, erected; 

(ii)  to permit loans to be made in respect 
of houses erected on leaseholcl land, 
p ro~ ided  that the unexpired term of the 
lease be no less than such period a s  
the Governor-i~~~-Esecntive Committee 
may prescribe ; 

(iii) to authorise the Board to relieve officers 
from putting up the collateral security 
required by paragraphs ( a ) ,  (b)  and 
(c) of sectio~i 6 (1) in cases where the 
value of the honse and land, if any, 
provides adequate security for the loan. 

As 11011. menlbers will  emem ember the Act deinaiids 
collateral security for loails and this Amendment 
seeks to avoid these Officers hariiig to provide this 
collateral security but allo~vs security in respect of 
the land o n  which the houses are to be constructed. 

4 
1 think that explains clearly the iilteiltioll of this 
Bill. I beg to more that this Bill be a o ~ ~  read a 
seconcl time. 

Hon. R. G. AfAPP: I beg to second that. 
T h e  question that  this  Bil l  be ntow read a second 

iqnle was p l ~ t  and  11.esolr*ed i n  the  affirnzatiue wit7bo~ct 
division. 

07% t he  motion of Hon .  32. E. COX', seco?zclecl b y  
l i o n .  R. G. MAPP, Jlr .  X P E A l C E R  le f t  tlte Chair ,  
and  t l u  Hoz~sc  wen t  in to  Conlnzittee on the  Bil l ,  iMr. 
R N I T H  being i n  the  Chair. 

T h e  three Claz~ces of t77e Bil l  were called and  
passed. 

O n  the nzotion of Hon .  N .  E .  COX, sccondecl by 
Hon .  R. G. IVIAPP, the C h n i r n ~ a n  reported the  pass- -4 
i n g  of tlze Bil l  in Co?nnlittee. -, 

i i r .  S P E A K E R  rest~nzed the  Cha,ir, a n d  reported 
accordinglz~. 

O n  ?notions of Hon .  171. E .  COX, seconded by 
Hon.  R. G. lMAPP in eac7c case, t he  Bi l l  ZL'US read a l 

4 
third t ime  and passed. 

7.15 p.nl. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. G. H. ADAMX: IJr. Speaker, I under 
stand from the Hon. Leader of this House that he is 
about to move the adjournment. Before that is done, 
I would like to suggest to hon. members that the 
name of the' Hon. Minister of Social Services be $. 
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aildecl to the Committee dealing with the Rules of i l ' l l c  0) r ler hac i r~g been  fizecl. 
the House. He did not attend the meeting of that I liou Dr. H G. H. CUIDITSS: Mr. Speaker, l 
Corninittee which took place last week because he j beg tllat thi.; H~~~~ do now acljourn until 
was not 011 it from the beginning. 1 f i l l \  (Lay fort~light at :: 07clo~li p.111. 

Blr. SPEAKER: On the suggestion of thc IIon. a 

I3remier, I have the honour to iaclude the Hon. JIin- 
ister of Social Services as s member of that Corn 
mittee. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. ClJlIMiINS: Mr. Speaker, 

Hon. A I .  E. COX : I beg to second that. 
The qzbestion was put and resolved in tlte affirm- 

atizle witholc t )cl;ivisCo?o? a d  Mr.  SPEAKER adjourned 
t h e  House accordingly. 

that condudes Government Business. 7.20 p.m. 




