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THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION 1955—56

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

et

Tuesday, June 19, 1956

Pursuant to the adjournment the House of As-
sembly met at 3 o’clock p.m. today.

Present :

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. Husanps (Speaker) ;
Hon, G. H. Avams, C.M.G., Q.C., B.A. (Premier);
Hon., Dr. H. G. H. Commins, C.B.E.,, M.D., CM,
(Minister of Social Services); Hon. M. B. COX,
(Minister of Communications, Works and Housing) ;
Mr. L. E. Svurws, J.P., (Chairman of Committees) :
Hon. R. G. Marp, (Minister of Trade, Industry and
Labour) ; Mr. J. A. Hav~es, B.A.; Mr. J. C. Mort-
LEY, Mr. E. St. A. HorbpER, Mr. V. B. VAuGHAN and
Mrs. E. E. BoUurNE.

Prayers were read.

Messrs,. MILLER and ALLDER entered the
House and took their seats.

REPLY TO H.E. SPEECH

Mr. SPEAKER: T have the honour to inform
the House that the Clerk has received the following
letter from the Acting Chief Secretary:.—

Sir,

T am directed to inform you that His Excel
leney the Governor will receive the Reply from {n
Honourable House of Assembly to His Excellency’s
Speech in the Legislative Council Chamber at 3.30
p.m. on Tuesday, the 19th June. I should be grate-

ful if you would inform His Honour the Speaker
accordingly.
I am,
Sir,
Your obedient servant.
G. BARTON,

Acting Chief Secretary.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1T also have the honour to in-
form the House that the Clerk has received the
following letter .—

Dear Sir,

T have to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of the 11th instant enclosing Resolution of sympathy
passed by the House of Assembly at a meeting held
on Tuesday, 8th May, 1956 concerning the death of
my husband, and T shall be obliged if you will convey

—

to the Speaker and members, my sincere thanks and
appreciation.
Yours faithfully,
M. WINIFRED SEALY.

DOCUMENT

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 also have the honour to in.
form the House that I have received the following
document :—

Statement of Aeccounts from the Highway Com-
missioners of the parish of St. Peter for the half year
rnded 31st Mareh, 1956.

Messrs. GODDARD and F. L. WALCOTT en-
lered the House and tok their seats.

PAPERS LAID

By command of His Execellency the Governor,
Papers were laid as follows:

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The Civil Establishment
{Teachers) (Amendment) No. 2 Order, 1956.

The Date of Publication of the Register of
Electors Order, 1956.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I shall ask
the leave of the House to deal with the latter item
later in the day, in view of the urgency of the mat-
1CT.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: The Exportation (Draw-
back of Duties on Cylinders containing Locally
Manufactured Gases) Regulations 1955.

Reply to Question asked by the hon. junior
rrember for St. Michacl, Mr. T. O. Brvax, on 8th
May, 1956, in connection with the provision of shel
ters at the Baggage Warehouse for hawkers.

Hon. R. G. MAPP {on behalf of the Hon. Minis.
ter of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries): Reply
to Question asked by the hon. senior member for St.
Philip, Mr. CrRAwFORD, on 1st May, 1956. regarding
1avestment of sugar imdustry funds and the priee
paid for peasants’ ecanes.

Hon. M. E. COX: Reply to Question asked by
the hon. senior member for St. John, Mr. O. T.
ALLDER, on 15th May, 1956, in connection with the
vurchase of land from Colleton Plantation, St. John.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES
&
Government Notices were given as follows ;—
Hon. M. E. COX: Resolution to place the sums
~f $121,790 and $100,500 (to be subssquenetly re.
.vnded from Loan Funds) at the disfosal of the
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Governor-in-Executive Committee to supplement the
Estimates 1956-57, Part I—Current and Part 11—
Capital — A — Loan F'unds, respectively, as shown
in Supplementary Es‘imate 1956—57, No. 9 which
forms the Schedule to the Resolution.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Resolution to approve
the Order entitled ‘‘ The Civil Establishment (Teach.
«rs) (Amendment) Ne 2 Order, 1956’

Resolution to approve the ‘‘Date of Publication
of the Register of Electors Order, 1956°".

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Of my intention
t> move the House into Committee of Supply at its
next meeting, in order to consider the money Resolu
tion of which notice has just been given.

QUESTION

Mr. L. E. SMITH :
'To enquire of the Hon Minister of Communications,

‘Works and Housing :—

How many houses have been reported damaged
by the high winds last Friday, 15th June, 19562

2. And what steps, if any, are being taken io
help these sufferers?

3. If the answer to the above questions is in
tne affirmative, will Gevernment, without any further
delay, proceed to help the same suffercrs?

3.25 p.m.

RESOZ.UTION TO APPROVE “DATE OF
PUBLICATION OF REGISTER OF ELECTORS

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker. 1
prove the Order: Date of Publication of the Regis-
am asking leave to deal with the Resolution to ap-
ter of Blectors Order, 1956.

Thare bewng no objection, leave was granted the
hon. member.

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the day
now stands in the name of the Hon. Premier: Reso-
lution to approve the Date of Publication of the
Register of - Electors Order, 1956.

Hon G. H. ADAMS: Mpr. Speaker, if hon.
members will look at the copy of the Order which
they have before them, they will see that because of
the urgency of the matter it is necessary to deal with
it today. The Addendum to the Resolutior gives the
reagson. Some people, almost at the last moment,
were reminded to go and look at the List of Electors
to see if their names were on it. Very many who did
so found that their names were not on it; and plus
the strike which took place at the Aidvocate. it has
been found difficult to get the Register printed in
time. Tt was to be completed and published by 30th
June, 1956 as required by Section 8 (3) of the
Representation of the People Act, 1955. Up to now.
I am informed that the complete register has not
vet been typed. Tt is therefore necessary to extend
the date of publication.

I¥ is necessary for the two Houses of Legislature
{0 approve of this Resolution so as to extend the date
of publication of the Register to the end of July
owing to its being impossible to eomplete it within
the time stipulated in the Act. I may say that
members of the Other Place were also asked to stand
by and do this Resolution today, owing to the
uﬁ'gency of the matter. T beg to move that this
that. '

Mr. TUDOR: M. Speaker, T think this exten
sion is a good step; only I regret very much that the
Government did not see fit for the Officers who went
around registering the people to go back a second
time. The reason why I say so is because I have no-
ticed that many people who should be registered

have not been able to do so due to the fact that some
teachers who were appointed to register such per-
sons went around at their convenience. In many
cases, workers who had not returned home yet, were
not registered; and along with that things were, in a
way, done by guess work,

I would wish that at the same time Government
ig extending this period that they suggest that those
registering officers who went around to take down
the names, go back again and make sure that mone
of the people is left out. In many cases many of
them do not know where they can go to get their
names taken down, and, some of them who do know,
find it difficult to reach the registering officer who
has been appointed to take charge of such registra-
tion in the respective parishes.

I do not know if it is too late; but the suggestion
can be made that meanwhile during the extension of
the time that such registering officers be asked to go
around and complete the registration of all those
persons who are desirous of becoming registered and
who have not been able to meet such officers when a
visit was made to their homes.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr, Speaker, I am sure that
the authorities and the Government are going to be
very much surprised when the elections are going to
to be held at the number of people who have not been
registered ; therefore I would really ask the Govern-
ment if it would not be possible to give some publio
notice during this period so that many people who
have not been registered, or who do not know Wllether
they are registered or not, will be able to get regis-
tered. T am sure that & big surprise is going to
come to politicians about this TRegister. When
registering officers went around, many people were
away from home and, it appears to me as if only those
who were at home were registered. I am sure that
many working people who live about the villages of
this City and work beyond the confines have not been
registered.

Hon. G. H ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, T do not
want to stop any other hon. member from: speaking
but T want to say that all this has oecurred to the
Government, and to me; but T wish hon. members te
see that frankly it is the fault of all of us in not let:
ting all the people in the partieular parishes we repre-
gent know the last date that registration should take
place and to get behind them to go and get registered.

Personally, T too have received many telephone
calls from people about this matter: but. I repeat,
franklv it is the fault of all of us. We shonld have
got behind the people to oo and get registered. Tt
j¢ quite impo=sible, unless the Government wants to
oive opportunity to its enemies, to postpone the pub-
Yication of this Reeister for one second longer. As
T have said, in the first instance, the Adwvocate strike
was largely responsible for not getting the Register
nrinted in time. Obviously. it would benefit mem-
bers of the Government to get a couple of hundreds
more of onr svmpathisers registered.

REPLY TO HIS EXCELLENCY’S SPEECH
PRESENTED

At this stage, 3.35 p.m., Mr. Speaker received a
Message from the Sergeant-at-Arms that His Ex-
cellency the Governor was awaiting the House in the
Council Chamber to present thetr Address in Reply
to the Speech which he delivered at the opening of
the Legislative sesstom.

3.35 pm.

Mr. SPEAKER and the House, precéded by the
Marshal bearing the Mace, proceeded to the Council
Chamber.
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Mr. SPEAKER rcad and presented to His Eix-
cellency the following Address which was passed Ly
the House i reply to ilis Speech :—

THE HOUSZ OF ASSEMBLY
TO
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

The House of Assembly desire to thank Your
LExcellency for the Speech delivered on the oceasion
f the re-opeving of the Legislature for the Legis-
lative Session 1956.

The House have noted with satisfaction the
financial condition of the Island, and other wmatters
referred to in Your Iixcellency’s Address, and beg
to assure Your Excellency that these and all othor
matters submiited to them will be given their earnest
attention and support during the Session.

15th May, 1956.

KENMORE N. R. HUSBANDS,
Speaker.

His Excellency delivered a Rejoinder.

Mr. SPEAKER ard the House returned fo the
Assembly Chamber.

Mr. SPEAKER: T have the honour to inform the
HTouse that when we attended His Excellency the
Governor in the Council Chamber ard delivered our
Reply to His Speech at the opening of the Legisla-
lative Session, His Exececllency was pleased to maks
the following Rejoindar:

Mr. President and Members of t}.:: Legislative
Council.

Mr. Speaker and Members of
Assembly.

I thank you for your respective Addresses in
reply to the Speech which I delivered on the occasion
April, 1956, and for your respective assurances that
all matters submitted to you will, as heretofore, ke
given careful and earucst consideration.

R. D. H. ARUNDELL,
Governor.

the House of

19th June, 1956.
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS ORDER

Hon. G. . ADAMS: Mr. Speaker. 1 was just
raying that it was regrettable that a number of
people — I would not put it stronger — who were
«ntitled to register werc not registered: and I ean
oenly put it to be the fault of political organisa-
1ions and political persons that they did not notify
the people of the dates. Publicity was given to the
times and even the Rediffusion was made use of to
notify the public. T did not know until after the
iime had passed whether I was registered. 1 did not
go to see and I have no doubt that there may be a
number of hon. members in like cases who remem-
hered and again forgot until the time had passed. It
iz a matter of regret that persons who could exer.
cise a vote should not be registered, I do say it was
not the fault of the Government and I atlempted to
have proper enquiries to see whether it was possible
to do it as from today to get a further extension;
¢nd I see it would be quite impossible tc keep the
timing right if this were further postponed. I re-
peat: I know some of our political enemies will say
that we are purposelv delaying the bringing into
nperation of the Maude Bill, and if we were to
attempt to add to the time, it would look like that;
because (to mention one thing only) we have been in-
formed it is going to take something like nine months
to adequately prepare the assessment roll. We hope
it would not because we can easily see that the com-
‘ng into operation of the Maude Bill, if we cannot
shorten that time, will be delayed until March next
vear. I give hon. members that bit of information,

m order that they may see that it is mot a matter
ignored by the Goverrment but absolutely a question
cf timing. It is not like the old systenz which was
absolutely haphazard. I repeat: in order to post-
pone much longer with these different bits of pro-
eedure that we have to do before the official date is
published in the Officéal Gazette. I hope hon. mem-
bers will take my assurance that it is not through
lack of thinking, or through the possibility of en-
larging the time, but through the real difficulties that
would ensue if further time were given for regis-
tering names.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, unless I mis-
understand it, I think this order is an extension oy
(Government for publication purposes only. I do naot
think you intend to extend the time whereby per-
sons could now make application for the insertion
of their names or corrections. I interpret it that way.
What the hon. member has asked for, an extension
of the period of time and a suggestion even that
teachers be sent back to their homes, is not permitted
in this order. This is purely an opportunity for Gov-
«rnment to have a completed list published by the
clst. July instead of 30th June. I agree with other
hon. members that the ten days that were permitted
for people to ascertain whether their names were on
1he roll or not was noc¢ adequate. Ten days was nos
adequate. Persons may have found thewmselves in the
position, during that period of ten days, that they
had so many duties to perform for one reason or an-
other; or illness may have played its part on per-
sons who did desire to find out whether their names
were on the roll, but did not have the opportunity
within the ten days; so I have always held the time
inadequate for people to ascertain whether their
names were on the roll or not. That is past history;
that is closed now, so we are not dealing with that
today; so those members who may have spoken in
the past, and think they will still be given an oppor-
tunity to get their supporters to put their names on,
are wrong; let us not go away with that impression;
nor should the public think it is so because the Police
Stations will be infested with a lot of unnecessary
enquires. Now, as to the suggestion that the Maude
Bill is the real reason for this extension—the Maude
Bill is going to take a long time yet before it is im-
plemented, whether Government knows that or not.
I understand that the number of amendments that
will have to eome back to this House is something in
the form of a new Bill. In other words, the original
Bill was so badly prepared or has so many lapses
unforseen, that the number of amendments to be
made now can amount to almost a new Bill. The
amount of adjustments to be made between the vari-
ous sections will also amount to a great lot of exe-
cutive work to straighten things out. When you are
joining bodies together or taking off parts and add-
ing to others, it is not so easy and all that will have
to be done. But that is only by the way. I only want
to stress the point that this Order does not give ex-
tension for persons to be put on the register.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, the position is still
a rather awkward one in so far as the Government
is concerned. T cannot imagine any member of Par-
liament would be willing to criticise the Govern-
ment as regards the system used in registering, haw-
ing regard to the organisation that was created to
handle the registration. Think of what the Premier
said here as regards the possible fault of the politi
cian. In the first plaece it could not be expected of
any one politician, or of any organisation for that
matter, to go around checking the registration after
the system which the authorities set up. T would
just draw a simple example, in the parish of St.
George where there are some 14,000 people, it took
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the Registering Officers weeks and months to do the
work; so therefore, how could one ask politicians to
go around and check whether the registration has
been well taken care of?

3.45 p.m.

The very lists appeared on the wail. You will
find that some people have to walk for about 3 to 4
wiles so as to make a check, and that is not done in
sther Countries; it is nut done in the Home -Country.
The terrible thing is that after several years of
siruggle by all Parties to provide the Country witih
Adult Suffrage, by some strange reason, thousands
of people of our community are being rcbbed of the
right to vote. I want to remind the Hon. Premier
that this is cutting across the fundamentals of human
rights; for any individual to be denied his right be-
zause his name does not happen to appear on the list
is something regrettable. We have an old lady at
Brighton ; she has been with us for all the years that
I can remember, but no one has ever appeared at the
house so as to register the people who live there.

There are several districts in the parish of 8.
Jeorge in which no investigations have been mads
=t all. T should like to say that this postpovement for
a month is for the purpose of the compilation and
printing of the Lists, but not for regisivation. The
Government is really in a rather awkward position
with regard to the Local Government Biil, aud noth-
ing can be donre about it; but to claim that this Reso-
lution can have an easy passage is not what aun or-
dinary Parliamentarian would expect. I do not thinik
ttot anyone would put the responsibility on the
shoulders of the Government, but there is no excuse
no christain excuse,—why you should deny a person
-ho has attained the age of 21 years. the right te
vote, particularly one who wants to use the vote.
You may send a person to prison; you can correct
the laws of the State; but do not deny him the right
to vote.

I know that the Hon. Minister in time will read
these things. It is alright for him to sneer now, but
people have striven for this right; and today, with
Adult Sufferage, and for a series of uncouth reas-
ons, you find that thovsands of people in the cow-
munity are unable to exercise the right tc vete. I do
not know what hon. members are thinking or are
willing to do about this matter, but it is rather awkh-
ward that in the development and growth cf the com-
mwtnity, sueh should be the case. It is the duty of
Parliament, and of the Government to see that this
viatter is carried out; if for ome reason or another
the organisation has failed, human rights have been
disturbed ; primaeval man was willing tc develop a
society which we want to keep and preserve; and
if it founders on the recklessness of this organisa-
tion, it is time for us to be aware of the ugly things
which are likely to grow in our midst and deprive
us of our rights.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I quite agree with the
hon. junior member for St. George. If the Govern-
ment persists in putting these underhead cld men in
positions of responsibility, then these things will al.
ways occur. This is a negation of Adult Suffrage if
it means that thousands of people will be denied,
through the technicality of any Act, the opportunity
of being able to exercise their right to vote. If you
are not aware of the serious conditions which exist
in your eommunity, I say that there are lots of agri-
cutural labourers who cannot read and write, but
they have the right to vote. As a politiciar, I cannot
accept the responsibility; I eannot accept that it is
my job to go around in any villages and tell the peo-
ple these things. We voted money for the publicity
of these things; but if the people who are doing the
job are mnot enthusiastic about it, somebody must
+ay s0. If you put people to do this job, people who,

as soon as they get 3c. or 6d. and the job is done,
well they can say: ‘‘1 went there and you were not
at home.”’

If you have somebody who is enthusiastic about
the aspirations of our people, then he will see that
people are registered. We cannot leave this job to
cld dunderhead people who live in the past genera-
fion and who do not realise what this generation
means. You will find that there are a number of peo-
ple whom you are encouraging to take active steps
in these matters, but they cannot exercise their right
to vote. I believe in the system which existed before.
I do not mind what takes place in England; as long
&8 you give enough time for rvegistraticn, a maun
should have the right to register and exercise his
vight fo vote at any time.

3.9 p.m.

i du 1ot believe in tuls system which you have
ol tue dewarlug a time for the closing ef the iiec-
toral List. il twere 1s a bye-election tomorrow, I
ceel every cituzen of uis cowumunity who has reacied
the age supould e able to take part. You should be
able o register 2t anytime you like. Why is it that
faoverineng is spending tuis jot of money to prepare
iils vegister, and then in another five years it will
nave to speid another lot to prepare one? That is
wasting money. There is no reason wiy a person
shouid have 10 be re-registered. it is iy opinion
that if you voted at the last election, you should be
able to vote at the coming election. Do you mean to
say that if.you happened not to be at home when
the registering oificer came around, you will not be
entitled to voie at the next elections? It is my
opinion tpat if your name was on the old register it
should remain on the register of voters until you
die.

I am sure that there are going to be lots of peo-
ple who voted at the last election and who are alive
today who will not be able to vote at the next elee-
tions. 1 am satisfied in my mind that you have
given a job to somebody who is not as enthusiastie
as he should be, and as a result you are going to lose
a lot by it. Let me say that this right to vote has
been given to the people by sweat and toil, and a lot
of blood has been spilt for the people to be able to
vote. I am not for one moment saying that there
was not publicity given to this matter, but do not let
us argue that sufficient publicity was given. A
hlind man on a trotting horse ean see that. I do feel
that this coming election is going to be postponed on
matters of this kind. I say that because I have
enough administrative commonsense to know that it
this is the month of June and all these things have to
be done that you will have to work like Hercules to
get elections held in December. I am not one of
those who want a postponement in order to warm
a seat in here longer, but from a practical point of
view all these things cannot be done by December.
This Order which extends the date for publication of
this List gives rise to the point which T have just
raised.

Mr. Speaker, T think we cam as well look into the
cquestion that it is necessary to have a supplementary
List to the Register if the Government is satisfied
that there are too many people who are not register-
ed. You had 90,000 registered on the last occasion.
Look at the growth of population and see what it is
today. Does your register today truly represent the
number of people who should vote under Adult Suff-
rage? T think it would be better for you to postpone
tthe elections so as to allow the majority of people to
exercise their right to vote than to say you cannot
postpone it any longer to please the opponents of the
‘‘Maude’” Bill. Who are the opponents of the
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“‘}Maude’’ Bill? Do you mean the hon. junior mem-
ber for St. Andrew and the hon. junior member for
Christ Church? Certainly they cannot be oppon-
ents. They have to swim with the tide. You should
not look for the opponents of the ‘‘Maude’’ Bill now.
That time is past. In my opinion. the ‘‘Maude’’
Bill is a small fry with the General Elections. Vot-
ing for the General Electiong is bigger and more
important that the coming into operation of the
“‘Maude Bill. The important question which shouid
confront your mind is: Should a large number of
people be deprived of voting on account of this
technicality? T feel that every opportunity should
be given to the people to register now. There shoild
be no cuestion which should deny them of the op-
portunity and that is why 1 agree with tae remarks
of the hon. junior member for St. George.

The question that the Resolution do mow pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative withous
division.

STATEMENT Re THE ADVOCATE’S STRIKE

ifon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, before ihe
next Order is begun, 1 would like to make a state
ment in connection with the Strike which recently
took place with the workers of the Adwocate Print
ery. As hon. members are aware, when the stage wax
reached that there was an embargo on the handling
of goods in the Harbour and it seemed as if the nor-
mal functioning of the exportation and importation
of goods would be held up, the Government had to
intervene and I am glad to be able to say that as a
result of the Government’s intervention a settlement
has been reached.

I should like to read & statement which has been
carefully prepared on the part of the Government.
It reads as follows :— '

T am glad to be able to announce that an amica
ble settlement of the recent dispute has Lcen reached,
through the good offices of the Government, between
the Advocate Company ILtd., and the Barbados
Workers’” Union.

As the precise wording of the agrecment em:
bodying the settlement has been the subject of com-
siderable discussion, I think it best fo quote the first
sentence of the agreement werbatim.

“The Company will in December, 1956, pay
to every worker in its emplovment on 28th
May 1956 the customary bonus and an addit
jonal bonus the whole of which will be two
weeks and eight days wages at consolidated rates
and which will be cqual to four weeks wages at
present basic rates exclusive of Cost of Living
allowances’’.

The Government is assured that, in the effect of
what I have quoted, every worker eligitle for the
full bonus payment will, in December next, receive
a payment which, however else it is or might be com-
puted, will in fact be equivalent to four weeks basie
wages, exclusive of cost of living allowance, at the
rates hitherto in force.

Workers who are dismissed for good cause will,
of course, nmot receive the bonus, whick may also
Le forfeited or reduced for misconduct, the rules re.
lating to which will be defined by the joint Works
{Jouncil.

These arrangements relate to 1956 only; it has
been agreed that they are not to constitute a preced-
ent, nor to prejudice any future negotiations be-
tween the parties.

No further wage negotiations are tv commence
petween the parties bafore the 3rd March, 1957.

I am sure that hon. members will join with me
in feeling that it is a very good thing for the Work-

ers’ Union, the Adwvocate and other employers and
the Island generally that this settlemerit has been
made.

4.05 p.m.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Dir. Speaker,
I now beg to move that Your Honour de now leav:
the Chair and the House go into Committee of Sup-
ply.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1T beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without diwision.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
went into Commattee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being
in the Chaur.

Pre-Federa]l Headquarters

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, this is a
Resolution for the sum of $9,000. The Addendum is
»nretty full and hon. members will see from it all that
1t is necessary to say as to why it should be voted.
‘The standing Federation Committee has agreed that
until the site for the Federal Capital Las been agreed
npon, key officers will be appointed whe will come te
Barbados shortly .It 1s proposed that the first key
person to be appointed will be the Chief Justice of
the Caribbean Federation. Some of the administra-
tive staft will of course have to be appointed early
—the Chief Secretary and his staff and so on—and
herefore, it has become necessary to find office
accommodation available as pre-Federal temporary
headquarters; and naturally the Government of Bar-
bados is very anxious to do everything possible to
rrovide such accommodation as may bhe mnecessary.
'The Government has surveyed possikle buildings
that might accommodat: these officery and staff, and
pre-federal staff coming to Barbados. Tt is near com-
gletion—I am afraid I must apologis: for forgetting
no christian excuse—why you should deny a person
has given me g date—in about six weeke or so, and
at any rate in very grod time for the officials wh
wiil be coming here, In the early stages it is expected
that accommodation for about a minimum of about
56 persons will be necessary, and we can house them
in these new buildings; but naturally eertain adap-
tations have to be made and one of the chief items
and the most expensive as hon. members will see is
the earports, and out-buildings for housing cars for
the staff. It is thought that $6,000 will be mecessary
to provide that; we have to surface the drive-in at a
#ost of $2,000, and we have to install {clephones and
‘ight. Those provisions will add up to avother $1,000
and therefore, we are asking the Committee to vote
the sum of $9,000. I do not think therc iz anything
% can add, but if any hon. member feels there is some-
1king he would like to ask T will answer.

I therefore beg to move that this Resoclution do
now pass.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H CUMMINS:
that. ]

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I agree with
this in its entirety but there is only cxne thing T want
to ask and that is, where are you going to put the
children? The children sre now in the present build-
ir.g next to the Government Headquarters and I un-
derstand that building is also to be used in conjunec-
tion with the Federal set-up. If that is te be so, it
Government has in view clearing that for such a pur-
pose, have they made arrangements for these chil-
dren to be accommodated somewhere neay the present
site? That is the only question; and if they are
going to leave them where they are, all well and

I beg to second '




172 HOUSE

—

good, but if what I have said has any truth in it,
they hade plans for them?

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I do not think if {he
Government is getting its wedge in for the Federal
Capital by this, that L should have heard in a sotto
voce remark by the Minister of Social Services that
they should remain where they are now. That is not
the kind of remark we should hear now that they are
going to remain where they are now—because $143,-
000 was voted to build the new school for them, and
it would be like the master and servant attitude to
leave them where they are now. But let us examine
where the Bay Street School is now as compared with
what it was originally before Government Buildings
were put up there near the same school, because it does
not provide the physical facilities and accommoda-
tion for a boys’ school. You find some of the play-
ing field has been restricted ; there is not the amount
of space; and moreover, that is an old school of old
architecture; and the mere fact that the population
in growing in this school was the reason why you
wanted to build an alternative school at the Bay. If
you are going to do that—and I am not dealing with
old ‘‘dunder heads’’ who will be out of the House of
Assembly, because the time is coming when people iu
here who represent the people falsely will be shvept
out because their thinking does not suit modern times
these people are wasting time coming and sitting
here from Tuesday to Tuesday and drawing $160 a
month and getting a lift back home. This is not the
place for them. You have to think in terms of the
people you represent.

I agree that you have tu make alternative

accommodation, but I want to put this to
the Premier: this is going to be an arrange-
ment for perhaps five years. You know the

building for the new Federal Capital cannot be built
under two years with what hag been put down in the
Federation, and the decision has not yet been made;
and if the Federal Capital is not in Barbados, the
interim Government would have to remain in Barba-
dos for some time, and I am sure you will be sug-
gesting that you postpone the direction of proper
accommodation for the Bay Street Boys’ School for
five years. I will go further and this is the sugges-
tion I am prepared to offer as to what should be done
now, If the Government has specific plans to utilise
the present Bay Street School for some other things,
they should do so because Government should make
plans to clear more of those houses out there even
from the point of view of making the site clear around
the whole area, because when you go to the Govern-
ment Buildings you can look right out into some-
body’s back vard and see articles of clothing waich
they have to hang out and that sort of thing. You
want better space around the Government Buildings
where you do not have to pry into people’s busiress
accidentally, and I feel that if Government cannot
make plans for it now, they should in the very mnear
future say what are the alternative arrangements
for the Bay Street Boys’ School; if you say the new
school is going to be used or make some temporary
arrangements at the old school to make it more com-
fortable. I have been at the Government Buildings
a couple of days more recently and I saw many ot
these children out there on the grounds, and although
it is a good thing to see you can teach children out-
doors in the tropies, I think the building should b
so well constructed that you can accommodate them.
T do feel that with this interim arrangement, whaich
T feel must last for almost three years, some better
provision should be made for the children, because
the old Bay Street Boys’ School would have to e

regarded as a make shift and no right thinking per-
son would like to see that makeshift arrangement
continued. The School in that area, bearing in ming
what is going to take place, would be inadequate for
its purposes in the next three years; and if you want
to give elementary schools any accommodation, at
least you would have to give some betier arrange-
ment to the Bay Street Boys’ School even if you have
to spend another $15,000 on the school so that it can
be so contructed into your temporary Headquarters
that you can use it for Government Offices. But 1
do not like the idea of the Minister saying that the
boys could remain where they are now.

4.15 p.m.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Lest any other hon.
member makes the same mistake as the hon. member
has just made, I should like to speak at this stage.
The Bay Street Boys’ School would not have been
removed at all if the Ministerial Buildings had not
been put there, and it was thought that some Gov-
ernment Department could be placed in that building
50 as to be near the Ministerial Buildings. The new
school at the Bay Estate is being built with the object
of accommodating those boys if we move them ount
now. 'The Hon. Minister of Social Services was per-
fectly right in his softo voce remark which was
quoted by the hon. member. The boys are not being
removed primarily because they are overcrowded
it ig because we feel that that building, being so clos.
to the Ministerial Buildings, should be nsed for Gov
ernment purposes.

As regards the length of time, there are these
things: we need accomimodation for the Fledera! peo
ple who may go somewhere else if the Federal Capi-
tal is not placed here. The Federal Capital may be
here, either permanently or temporarily; if it is go-
ing to be here permanently, surely the hon. member
must realise that the first lot of building which you
will start work on is for the accommodation of your
staff. Therefore, the period of five years is out of
the question. We hope that the decision w:ll
ke made for the Federal Capital to be placed here in
Barbados, and if that is so, you will start erecting the
Administrative Buildings. I should imagine that
these buildings would be one of the first lot of build:
ings to be erected, and those boys who are to go to the
new school at the Bay will be moved out. There is no
school at the Bay will be moved out. There is no
question of depriving people of a more commodious
building; that will not arise over a long period of
vears,

I have just got up to assure the hon. member and
other subsequent speakers that these boys are not in
need of & building; it is purely because we feel thar
the Education Department should be brought closer
to other Government Offices, and we could use the
Bay Street Boys’ School for this purpose, that this is
being done. We did not want to remove the boys
too far away from where they are at present, and
we thought therefore that the old Wanderers’ ground
would be an excellent site for this school. T do as-
sure the hon. member that we have a Pre-Federai
Commission. which has been sitting and the hon.
junior member for Christ Church will know that all
these things are being carefully considered. T again
assure hon. members that everything we can do with
the minimum of ineonvenience to ourselves s worth
while doing, if as a result, we will get the Federal
Capital here.

Mr. ALLDER: I presume that Barbadians can
breathe a sigh of relief that the Federation Commit-
tee in their kindnesg have at least considered that we
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have the potential possibilities for housing the Pre-
Federal staff, but there is still something which is
worrying my mind. I do not mind spending this
money, I will spend more than this amount for this
purpose; but there is an argument which has been
produced by the previous speakers. We can very
well remember that it was proposed to abolish the
present Bay Street Boys’ School; when the Resolu-
tion was brought down here at that time, it was sug-
gested that that building be demolished, and hon.
members on this side of the House protested against
that suggestion.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: On a point of Order.
Never in our wildest dreamg did it cross the minds
of any hon. members on this side of the House that
that building should be demolished. You might
change its appearance, but nobody suggested that it
should be destroyed.

Mr. ALLDER: The proposal to demolish the
building was not in the Resolution when we were
handling it, but an Hon. Minister, T think it was the
Hon. Minister of Communications, suggested that
building would be demolished.

Hon, M. E. COX: On a point of Order. The
hon. member must have been dreaming when I spoke
on that Resolution. I remember clearly what I said.
I told the Committee at that time that we were pre-
pared to renovate and alter the old Bay Street
Boys’ School for the purpose of housing the Educa-
tion Department; that is what I said.

Mr. ALLDER: I am sure that if the hon. mem-
ber were to look back at the debates, he will see that
I was one of those hon. members who suggested that
it would be wnfra dig to demolish an honourabie
building such as that. The original proposal was to
house the Eduecation Department in that building,
and arguments were very forecibly brought forward
that the new Bay Street Boys’ School, which is now
being built at the Bay Estate, was a No. 1 priority.
T think the existing school was being so overcrowded
that although the Hospital project was to be carried
put and the erection of the Ministerial Buildings
had already been undertaken, the Government could
mot avoid spending the money to remove the Bay
Street Boys’ School to the proposed new site.

I am suggesting that there could have been an
alternative in thig matter; I feel that we should not
do anything to obstruct the even flow of the educa
tion of the youths of this Colony. My alternative
suggestion would be that the present Government
Buildings should be used for the accommodation of
these Pre-Federal Officers because we were very
elated when the Hon. Premier suggested to us that
he had a vision which caused him to embark on the
construetion of the present Ministerial Buildings be-
cause there would be the possibility of using themn as a
Pre-Federal site of offices in case the Federatior?
Committee considered that Barbados was suitable
for the purpose.

4.25 p.m.

That hint was given by the Hor Premier, and
as a result we excused the expenses tten for such
a palatial building; therefore, I would have pre.
ferred to see the Federation utilising it. He said inal
zbout 36 officers are to be housed there and if you
were to house half of the staff of Government at the
present Ministerial Buildings elsewhere, you would
be able to house the pre-federal staff there and there-
fore allow the new school to be used by the children ss
was formerly intended. It will be easy to do so.
In my opinion, it does not appear as if there was
a hitch in the agreement as regards the finding
wof accommodation for the 36 officers who are to

do the pre-federal business in this colony. I am
saying that you should again remove some of those
officers who were recently removed from the Public
Buildings even if you have to bring them. back to
where they were, because some of the offices in the
Buildings from which they were removed are not
in use yet. You can put the remainder in the pres-
ent Bay Street Boys’ School and allow the Prefed-
eral Officers, when they come to go in the paiatial
building so that they may feel good. They will be
situated right to the front and they will feel more
happy than when you take them to the new Bay
Street Boys’ School which is surrounded by a lot of
small houses and other residences above which are very
close and which must block the air from that build-
ing. We want to make those officers who are coming
here to feel as happy as they can. I do not agree with
this arrangement.

I will appeal to the Government while we may
rass the Resolution before us to give us the guaran-
tee that whatever you do (1) that as regards the new
Bay Street School as soon as it is cumpleted the
<hildren will be allowed to go into it; and (2) that
the Pre-federal Officers who are coming here will he
allowed to use part of the Ministerial Building. That
should be so even if the Ministers Lave to remove
+nemselves to the old Bay Street School temporarily.
1 do not think it will be very embarrassing to them.
Let me repeat that anything you can do to attract
tae Federal Capital be:ng put here, you should do.

It is a faet that the new Bay Street Boys’
“chool is g niee bit of construction and architecture.
I have seen it for myself and I know that the chil-
dren will feel very happy in it, yet. I dv not feel its
environment is very suitable for those overseas per-
sonnel of the Pre-federal staff. I hope that the Gov-
+«rnment will give som= consideration to this state-
ment which I have made.

It is also a faet that that district is being built
up more and more, and its population ‘s inereasing
by the thousands becavse new homes arc being sited
there almost daily, and people are removed from
various parts of St. Michael and carried there. Be-
+avse of that, the present old Bay Street Boys
School cannot aceommedate all the boyvs that are in
that distriet. It is a fact that dozens of them have
to leave that district and go to school elsewhere.
Some of them go to St. Giles School, ssme to Rich-
mond and some to St. Mary’s. Again | will repeat
that I feel the present arrangement is wrong.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Chairman, I tnck objection
also to this arrangement when I first read the Adden-
Jum to the Resolution. Knowing full well the liaisoa
which this building will cause, yet when I read this
Resoluticn (I am not in the inner cireles of Govern-
rient) it seemed to me some extraordinary reason
that the new Bay Street Boys’ School could not be
used for the purpose it was intended so that the
money which we are now voting would be able to be
devoted to reconditioning the old Bay Street Boys’
School which will have to be done when it is turned
into a building for the Education Department, and
in the interim period it could be used for offices for
the various Pre-federal Officers. That is the thought
w#hich occurred to me. I do not know enough of the
reasons for the present arrangement, therefore it is
very hard for me to decide on; it; I can ¢nly give the
Flouse my impressions on the matter when I first saw
vhe Resolution.

There is another feature to this Resolution which
worries me and it is what I surmised when I made a
few remarks on the principle of Fedcration. We are
always going to be called on for Resolutions for
this, that and the other to support this new or-
ganisation. I opined then where is thet money to
come from? It is going to come from our own local




174

HOUSE

nmese—

raoamnns

neople and prevent them from getting the comforts
vhich they should have. We are told teday that we
are economising on monrey for the repairing of roads.
We are told that we cannot do so-and-so for the same
reason. We are told that we cannot do an extra-ex-
‘tension to the water service and that Department has
been asked to economise. We realise why that is so.
My words are coming true. We are going to carry.
on this large organisation at the expense of our locai
improvements.

I feel myself, Sir that that is a very retrograde
stop. We will never be able to carry on this rate
of improvement that has been apparent during th»
lest ten years, because we would not have the money
—we have spent it for cther purposes. Thesc are my
impressions which I put to the House to see what
they are worth. As I said 1 was not lucky enough to
hear first hand information, but sometimes I can see
ctitside the walls what is happening inside them.
4.35 p.m.

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY : Mr, Chairman, [ really
would like to hear the Government’s reaction to th-
beautiful suggestion made by the hon. member for
St. John that those beautiful buildings up thex
will be placed at the disposal of those three Iederal
Commissioners ete., occupy that beautiful building;
that when in any private capacity we have visitors
from outside you give them the best bedrooms and
you put the best service at their disposal. I am saying
_ tkat you should give them the best. I am not listen-
ing to my colleague now, because he can cut-talk ni..
Tlowever, every right thinking man and weman in
this island would like to hear in the near future that
Barbados has been blessed with the Federal Capital,
and everything that ean be done to bring that about
should be done and I think this is ore. I do mot
know if all the offices up there are ozcupied bur
the Hon. Ministers shoald see that these pre-Federal
Commissioners ete., ceccupy that beautiful building,
«f there is any need *o make changes they should
bring their offices back down here. I thivk he is big
enough to command that to be done and let the Chief
Justice and Prime Minister ete., occupy that
building until we are assured that we are going
to get the capital here. One hon. member said it is
going to be about five or six years, but if we arc
going to have Federation next year (because the
Commissioners are coming to tell us who is going
10 be the Incky fellow and they have got to report
brefore the end of the year,) therefore, we will know
Ly the end of the year where and who will get the
capital, and we can start making plang to houss
them permanently. So I hope the Goverrment Bencn
will view the suggestion coming from the hon
senjor member for St. John who alfhough he might
not be as well educated as the Hon. Ministers mighs
vet be able to give some good ideas. T hope you
will work on that.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, 1 may
assure the hon. member who has just sat that if 1t
were a question of tim: during which the temporary
or permanent capital will come we have already
agreed to offer our building. The hon. senior member
for St. George will be pleased to hear that I am con-
tent to leave my bath behind and come back down
here, but that is not the point. They will then ne=q
room for 200 odd people but now they are going to
need room for 50 at the most with 36 as a minimum
and that is why we decided on the Bay Street
School, so as soon as they decided that the Federal
Capital is coming to Barbados other temporary or
prermanent arrangements will be made. Obviously, we
will be so glad and so delighted to make everything
o smoothly, that Government would mcve back 11
their old offices cheerfully, so hon. members have ra
need to worry about that. This is only for the pre-

Federal staff who has to put in a certain amount of
work before 1958 wheu it will be knewn whether the
capital will be in Barbados or not, but further ar-
rangements will have to be madé when Federation
becomes a reality.

Mr. F. E. MILI.LER: Mr. Chairman I had no
intention of saying avything on the matter because
the Premier knows that I am among members who
are anxious to make ome form or iype of sacrifice
Zor the capital, but out of things he said here about
the Bay Street Boys’ School, the question is not
one of having so manv dollars or extra dollars in
the kitty to build a school or Playing Field; but
this new School was built for Bay Street, but now
that such a school 1s almost ready I &am moved
semewhat by what he said. He is aware that it will
take six years before the structure for the new capital
i1s ready, and I have no doubt it will come to Baxr-
bados. There is that feeling among the majority of
rational human beings in this ecommunity generally.
1 repeat I have no doubt that the Capital will coms
io Barbados, but at the moment there are twenty-
three persons who would require ten to twelve rooms
or offices as you choose to call them, and I am wonder-
ing if he should deny the importance of the school
and not do something 1bout it. If the Minister is now
asking for $9,000 to embellish the existence of the
uewly constructed school ecar ports and driveways,
ask for $20,000 or $40,000. T am wondering if it iz
possible for him to answer a simple question. Is
there any immediate site or anything like a building
that ean be purchased and converted for use or
would it be convenient to reconvert the existing Bay
Street Boys’ School? I do not like the idea and it
strikes me now as if the children of the Bay Stre:it
School will have to continue in the condition there
if possible, for another six years. It would be a tre-
mendous gesture not only to the West Indies but te
the world generally if the Ministers came back ic
1their old offices or to some other place and give room
ia the pre-Federal staff. It would be a tremendovs
gesture to those interssted in the capital and I be-
Yeve, Sir, that if the sacrifice is made by the Min-
icters, particularly the Premier, we can still find a
means of creating for him a new bath. I am wonder-
ing if he would be willing to consider such a possi-
bility. He is always big hearted and anxious to give

things to the community and the people and I believe

if he is willing at this c¢tage he could find somewhere
else and ask for ten times the amount of money.
Mr. ALLDER: Tke Hon. Premier is like a cow
that gives a good pail of milk and carelessly allows
‘he tail to wag and let a bit of mud go into the milk

and spoil it. The Hon. Premier must realise at times
is not possessed of all the

that the Government
knowledge and that sometimes a good suggestion can

come from quarters least expected; and Lowever big,.

kroad and capable the Government is, it should be
able to change the programme for the better of the
community in general. I would not go so far as to
suggest to the Ministers to come out if
feel that would be an embarrassment but
on  the other hand I feel it is expected
that a saerifice can he made by all and
sundry. If I had to give up my bed so as to
et the capital here, T would do so. Tf the Ministers
really want to give proper accommodation to these
officials who are coming here, I do not know for
how long, the least they could do for them is to have
them up there. T am not suggesting theyv should
come out if they can accommodate them along with
themselves; but there &are other offices which are of
as great importance [A VOICE: Mention one.] All
cf the offices. There iz nothing wrong if they have
to be brought back down here and there is mothing

they

Y

.
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wrong if they were to be transferred to the existing
Bay Street Boys’ School.
4.45 p.m,

All of us would know that this is only temporary
accommodation. What is more is this: you are go-
ing to take these children and house them at the Bay
Estate where there is a lot of noise and possible in-
trusion from the children in the area. [Hon. G. H.
ADAMS: The unwashed]. The hon. member
would like to get me down there, but I am not going
down there. [Laughter]. What I am suggesting is
that there are many other buildings which could be
put into use so as to afford these Officials to be ac-
commodated in the Ministerial Buildings. I do think
that the only place in Barbados short of Govern-
ment House 1 which these Officials should be housed
is the Government Buildings. These Buildings are
in a vicinity which gives a view of the harbour and
on a highway which leads to several Hotels; this
vicinity is airy and clean, and it has everything to
make these Officials give of their best. Some hon.
members have suggested that if you hounse these
Officials so accommodatingly, you would cause them
vot to want to leave here.

Now that the hon. member has the opportunity
of creating a decent and favourable impression, he
does not want to come down one peg; he allows some
petty statement to reduce the good of what he
intends. 1 am going to suggest some other places
where Government Offices could be accommodated as
well. You have the Drill Hall up there. [Mr.
F. L. WALCOTT: You cannot commandeer that].
In an emergency, any building can be commandeered.
You should attempt to treat the placing of the Federal
Capital of the West Indies as seriously as you would
consider an emergency. You should remove some
of your offices to the Drill Hall; you could ask the
Education Department to go back to the Garrison
and ask somebody else to occupy the quarters which
they now occupy. You have Combermere School;
that is an extreme case, but it is a possibility. My
suggestion is that with the present Bay Street Boys’
School where it is, you should allow the children to
remain there and expedite the construction of the
new building at the Bay Estate; as soon as that is
finished—it will only take a couple of weeks before
it is completed ; I went there today to see the position
for myself—these children will be able to go into
their new scheol. Hundreds of boys will be able to
go to the school which is next door to where they live,
and that will eut down the cost of their parents in
having to pay to transport them to St. Mary’s, West-
bury, Mly Lord’s Hill and elsewhere. I am told that
some of them go as far as St. Barnabas. Why do
you put them to that inconvenience when there is an
expensive school being built in their area? FEven
Queen’s Park could be utilised; I do not mean that
yvou should put the Officers from Overseas there, but
if you pretend that you cannot find alternative
accommodation for GGovernment Officers, I can point
out some alternative accommodation. The same
accommodation which they all enjoved in the past,
they can continue to enjoy.

There is nothing more I ean do than to pass on
the suggestions, however humble they may be, to the
Government; it is their business. T repeat: I have
a deep interest in getting that Flederal Capital here.
and I would impress upon the Government the neces
sity of trying out my suggestion. Wherever vou
put Government Offices, allow these Officials from
abroad to go to the Ministerial Buildings; put these
Officials in these buildings and get them to develop a
friendly spirit towards Barbados.

Mr. F. .. WALCOTT: T should like to correet

the tlon. Premier about the Bay Street School, when
be was referring to my speech. 'Lhe Bay Street
School was not merely removed because the Minis-
$erial Buildings had to be erected; in a long-term
programme, Bay Street Boys’ School was one of the
schools selected for renovation.

1 would hate to make a speech like the one which
you, Mr. Chairman, has just heard. The hon. mem-
ber thinks that we are dealing with little ¢hildren 1n
the Caribbean so that you can bribe these people by
compelling the Ministers to go out of these buildings
and putting these Officials there. The hon. member
says you should put them to sleep in your bed and
so create a favourable atmosphere for the Federal
Capital. 1 should like to say that the position is
Just the opposite; that will cause the other Caribbean
Colonies to feel that you want to bribe people into
putting the Federal Capital here and that will make
them say ‘“No’’. It is a question of the members of
the Standing Federation Committee who have to
make a decision as to the three places which will be
recommended by the Commission whieh is coming
down. I should like to say that, having regard to
‘2 speech coming especially from one who has op-
1-csed Federation, if I were a member of any terri-
tory, and I read the speech of any member who op-
posed Federation, who says that the only thing which
Barbados has to gain from Federation is the Federal
Capital—I say that this speech would make me and
other people vote against Barbados being the site of
the Federal Capital, because it shows that he has no
use for Federation other than Barbados should »&
the site of the Federal Capital. The hon. member
suggested that the Ministers should come out of the
Ministerial Buildings, and allow these Officials to
use them, and that is the atmosphere which is crea-
ting for Barbados as the Federal Capital.

4.45 p.m,

Now, imagine in 1956 when we are reaching
nationhood, one of the members within this whole
ambit of Federation is making a speech which you
should not expeet from a member of the Liegislature
but what one would make who is outside of the Legis-
lature. The type of speech he has made will lead peo-
ple to understand that all we want out of Federation
is the best for Barbados, and that cannot be
so unless Barbados is made the Federal Capital;
therefore he is asking the Ministers to remove out of
the Ministerial Buildings so that the Pre-federal
Officers can go in there. The Hon. Premier is only
getting a rebound from the type of speech he made
in this House previously on this matter. In that
speech he gave too much of the impression that the
whole life of Barbados is at stake in the siting of
the Federal Capital. That is the reason why you get
this type of speech from the hon. senior member for
St. John. If we join Federation, we should do so
because we can see in it something in the future for
the British Caribbean. If we get the Federal Capital
in Barbados, that will be O.K,, it has to be placed
somewhere, but do not let us overplay our hands,
except to some aspects of Barbadian social life. As
a matter of fact, some of them feel that if the Fed-
eral Capital is sited here it would help to break
down that part of our social life which they do not
Iike.

T am sure that what would annoy them would
be to hear this sort of speech by the hon, senior mem-
ber for St. John which amounts to this: that you must
bribe somebody. He is savineg that you must put
these Pre-federal Officers in Government House or
next to Government House in order to get the Fed-
eral Capital here. What T do say is that wherever
vou put these temporary offices for the Pre-Federal
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Umicers is a matter of opnion. 1 am not for one
moment saying that uhe uovernment does not have
thelr reasons tor putiing them at the new Bay direet
Boys’ Seiool but 4 am saying, do not Let us lose siguy
of the fact that this internn period may ve wonger
than we think. I don ont subscribe to the views tnat
the old Bay Street School can be left much longer
i the state it is, 1 am of the opinion that tne
present Bay Street Boys’ School should removated
as quickly as possible and I am sorry that the pupils
of that School are not going into the new Stchool as
soon as it is finished. If the boys are allowed to
vacate the old School and go into the new school as
soon as possitle, it will give the Government the op-
portunity of renovating the old School into offices
to compare with the new Government offices in the
Ministerial Buildings opposite, and when you do
that you will have additional space. May be, the
Pre-federal officers could be accommodated there,
1 do not know if there is alternative space which
they can use. I well remember on one occasion the
Hon. Premier hinted that the present Ministerial
Buildings will be put at the disposal of the Fed-
eral Government. I believe it is because he made
that offer that the hon. senior member for St. Join
was prompted to make the speech he made just now.
Of course the Hon. Premier said so before that build-
ing was occupied by the Government. However, tae
Hon. Premier said so and it has rehounded. You
can very well see the inconvenience you will have
now that you have moved your offices out of town
and taken them to the Government Headguarters and
naving to move them back to where they were just
to accommodate the Pre-Federal Officers. It must
create a sort of confusion.

T am not suggesting what offices are better than
the other to use for that purpose. I way say that 1
do not agree that you should put these Pre-Federal
people in buildings to lower their dignity. I have
heard some people suﬂ'gestmg the use of the Drill

Hall for the purpose. It is true to say tbat the atmos-
phere of the Drill Hall when it is used for the pur-
pose of a dance makes you feel supple. However, yon
must bear in mind thet the Barbados Regiment is
functioning; you still bave the Army there, there-
fore, it will be not much good to rcconstruet the
buildings around the Drill Hall into offices. As a
matter of faet, there are Government offices at the
(arrison, but they are not convenient.

I doubt very much if there is any more accom-
modation within tke Ministerial Building. The build-
ing is of very good architecture and very nice ts
look at, but it does not have very big offices. Tt has
ene long string of offices but when you take the
cubit space of each of them you will find that they
are not of that space as they appear to be. The
nuilding is set off with a very large verandah and &
lot of back space but when you go inte any of the
offices, do not think that they carry any surplus
space. Many of those offices do not carry even the
sort of accommodaetion which offices like those should
carry. I have passed through the building and heard
eonversations which were taking place in the offices.

Mr. Chairman. I rose because I did noi want
hon. members to think that the Bayv Street Boys’
School was going to be one of perpetnity. It was ona
of the schools which was set down for renovation, but
it happened that this system of building the Min.
isterial Building was pushed on us as cne of priority
tecause of Federation. I do not svhseribe to the
idea that now that ycu have the Ministers in that
tuilding that you should push them out of it in
order to ereate a favourable impression. It must Le
borne in mind that those officers who are coming hera
have nothing to do with who should vote for your

having the Federal Cspital here. It has been agreed
already that Barbados will have to accommodate them
and all we have to do is to give them suitable accom-
modation. Mr. Chairman, the time has come when wa
should stop this talk which connotes bribery for the
[federal Capital. I do not see the reason why you
actually have to bribe people in order that the
Federal Capital should be put here. All this talk
cheapens us,

The question that the Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.
On motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded by
Hon. H. G. H. CUMMINS, Mr, CHAIRMAN re-
ported the passing of one Resolution in Committee.

On separate motions of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, sec-
onded by Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS in each case,
the Resolution was read a first and second time ana
agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that this House do now adjourn for half an hour,

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that,

The question was put and, egreed to, and Mr.
SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly.
5.20 p.m.

On resumpition.

CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT ORDER NO. 15

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 1
beg to take Order No. 5 as the next Order of the Day.
Leave was granted the Hon, Minister. ,

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
stands in the name of the Hon. G. H. ADAMS: tc
move the passing of the following Resolution: A
Resolution to approve the Order entitled ‘‘The Civil
Establishment ((teneral) (Amendment) No. 15 Order
1956.”’

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: This is a Resolution for the
House to approve the Order entitled ¢‘The Civil
Establishment ((General) (Amendment) No. 15 Order,
1956,”” made in accordance with Section 3 of the Civil
Kistablishment Act, 1949. It is, as honourable members
will see in the Addendum to the Resolution, intend-
ed by this Order to make provision for the creation of
certain posts at the Statistical Service which is being
set up with the aid of a Statistical expert from the
United Nations Secretariat, whose services this Gov-
ernment has had since November of last year. I hope
honourable members have read the Addendum. It is
very long and full of details as regards the work which
this Statistical service will do. The main functions of
the service are to make the best use of the existing
statistical material in order to provide information
of a comprehensive nature relating to trends in indus-
try, trade, populations and national income. For too
long we have in this Island, with some exception, be-
cause of our good fortune and because nature has bean
bountiful in the things she has provided us with, no
swamps, no malaria, good health and the rest of it,
not taken care to provide ourselves with elementary
statistics of births and deaths or the incidence of ill
health of even the number of houses that are fit for
human habitation and the like. I think the hononur-
able member for St. Andrew possibly might well be
pleased if I paid tribute to him by saying that for
many years ne pointed out that we came here with
Resolutions for this, that, and the other thing without
any policy. I hope it will not be quoted at Election
time that he had pointed out that we did not even have
a finanecial policy based on knowledge. (Gradually,
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we went on voting sums of money without the aid of
a Financial Secretary to co-ordinuce our spending and
to advise us on financial policy. As honourable mem.-
bers will see this as I said is comprenensive, Sir, and
it is set out in the Addendum under several Heads:
Population and Social, Trade and Financial, Statistics
of Industry and Labour, National Income and Gxpen-
diture and on. Meteorology. The subject is of sufficient
importance that I think honourable members should,
and I dare suppose, have done for themselves what
I propose to do now. It is, I think, Mr. Speaker,
right that I should dwell for a little time on certain
Items that will be the work of this new Department
in order that hon. members will see that the Govern-
ment of Barbados as it exists now and will exist in
the future will not be based on guess work in any
department of our social or economic life. It might
be a surprise to some hon. members to hear that
although we have had records of birthg and deaths
for several years, they are not always strictly accur-
ate. On the last oeccason that we had a census, there
was a fairly substantial difference between the
actual results and what we thought would be the
number. Of course, there was certain extraneous
matters that led us astray, for instance: during the
rice rationing you could get a figure of the popula-
tion of Barbados as the result of issuing of tickets,
and it gave you a completely wrong idea of your
population when it was discovered that John Brown
would have ration tickets in High Street and the
same man called Thomas Brown would have ration
tickets in Roebuck Street and so on; so even the
population appeared to be higher that it really was.
[ have already, when I first came down for a pre-
liminary vote to establish this post, spoken to hon.
members——and it is therefore not necessary to repeat
—how we managed to get the Statistician, this tech
nical assistance from the United Nations, and how
fortunate we were to have Mr. Dudley Seers in this
part of the world; and therefore, I shall not go into
what I have said already, but this will be the first
{ime that the House will have had before it a compre-
hensive statement of the work of that Department.
As regards Population and Social, hon. members will
see that the work will consist of tabulation of stats
ties of births and deaths for each month, quarter and
year, so we will always be up to date in knowing
what the actual numbers are; Publication of Statis-
tics for marriages and divorces of each year; migra-
tion statistiecs for each month, quarter and year;
estimation of population by age and sex at the middle

of each year, and estimation of births deaths marri-.

ages and divorce rates by year. There will be what
hon. members will find to be extremely useful, a
tabulation relaiing to health, education, housing,
public assistance, crime and accidents, and mis-
cellaneous social statistics. Under Trade and Finan-
cial there will be tabulation of imports for each
month. quarter and year; estimation of annual m
dices of price and average value for different classes
of imports and exports; publication of certain tour-
ist expenditure by month, quarter and year.
6.00p.m.

If for no other reason, I am sure that the Com-
mittee will be glad to have these statistics because
much of the information sought in sundry questions
will be at hand in the reference Library of the House.
Hon. members will see other items set out on page 2
of the printed copy of this Resolution; they will see
that the statistics of Industry and Labour are even
fuller than the foregoing. In short, if hon. members
will read the items carefully. they will see that there
15 not a single item wheh should naturally be cov

‘what

ered by the Statistical Department is missing from
the proposed work of this Department.

‘There is of course, today even by law, provicion
made for some of these things. As bon. members
know, the Department of Science and Agriculture is
empowered to call for Statisties relating to the Sugar
Industry, which have to be made by the Plantations
and Sugar Factories year by year; however, we will
have this advantage that the Statistical Department
will make publication of these figures more often than
is the case today. We will have publication annu-
ally of statistics in relation to sugar, molasses and
rum, and publications quarterly and annually of
statistics with regard to labour. I say again that
hon. members will see that there is no item which will
be missing from the publication of figures which are
essential for us to have, if we want to work in this
way rather than bring forward ad hoc Legislation
when something happens, and we have to deal with
it.

Finally, there is the question of Meteorology.
Numbers of people are even more keen, now that we
have had the visitation of ‘‘Janet’’, about knowing
the facts, and it is indeed a good thing from the point
of view of forestalling possible fear which need not
take place if the facts are known. It is a good thing
that we will have the publication of meteorological
data. T do not think that I eould put forward this
matter better than using the words which have been
used earlier in the Addendum to this Resolution.
They are as follows :—

““The main functions of this service, are to
make the best use of existing statistical material in
order to provide information relating to trends in in-
dustry, trade, population and national income, which
would be of assistance and guidance in formulating
poliey.”

Naturally T end by saying that if there is any
more information néeded by any hon. member than
ig already set out in the Addendum to  this

Resolution, I shall be pleased to give it. I beg to
move that this Resolution do now pass.
Hon. Dr. H. G. Y. CUMMINS: I beg to sec-

cnd that.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, when we first—

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, if the hon.
member will give way to me, I should like to say that
I had finished speaking before I dealt with the actual
staff of this Department. The proposed staff is as
set out here; we have given very careful considera-
tion to what these persons should be paid. We havc
in mind the fact that the Salaries Revision Commis-
sioner is coming here but we have given very care-
ful consideration to these salaries. It is necessary to
have this Order dealt with right away, because it is
a matter of urgeney. I anticipate this question being
agked ; when the Salaries Revision Commissioner comes
it may ke necessary to modify these salaries some-
what, but it is thought that +hese figures would be
proper for this necessary staff, unless there is soma
racial change made in the salaries of the Civil Ser-
vice.

Mr. GODDARD: When we first learnt of the
setting up of this Department in Barl ados, we wel
comed it because we realised that we were groping
in the dark both from the Government’s point of
view of finance, and from the officers of the Customs
whom we all realise give figures, whether they were
accurate or not, which were so late that they were
of little use to anybody. It was once remarked that
the Coca-Cola Company of New York had a more
complete list of trade in Barbados than the Govern-
ment here had. How true that was I do not know,
but apparently, they made their own survey. That
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only goes to show how inadequate and what little
information we have pertaining to things of real
material value. Thig Department, by Barbados
standards, will cost a lot of money; this is another
Department which is being added here, and there
have been fears that we have been adding more
Departments of greater expense to an already heavy
administration.

My own view is that, if this Department is
properly set up and administered and the figures
can show a true picture of things as they are, it will
be a money-saving Department. I have in mind the
incident of bringing down a Factory Inspeetor to
barbados and attaching him to the Labour Depart-
ment for a year or two only for him to telli us in
the end that the incidence of factory accidents in
Barbados is so small that there is nothing for the
inspector to do. A proper Department would have
told us before hand that the incidence of factory
accidents is so small in Barbados that we really
did not need any Factory Inspector. That is only
one instance that springs to my mind.

The Customs Returns are very necessary not ouiy
for local businessmen but for prineipals abroad who
wish to know the trend of things, but because they
are so late, they are hardly worthwhile; they are
out of date before they are printed. I anticipate
that with the machinery and the proper method
used here, the figures which will be given to us wiil
be published as quickly as possible.

6.15 p.mn.

In other words, it will be made available to the
public. Do not let us have a report going to the
Hixecutive Committee and it being kept up there for
three months before it is sent down here. Let it
be published at once end let everybody buy a copy
of it. '

The Addendum psints to a very comprehensive
list of what they are going to do in that Department
and it should be interesting reading. I for one com-
mend Government for setting this Department up.
I just want to ask two questions. IHow soon would
it be settled? Are all of these appointments to he
made immediately or will they be brougnt into being
gradually? Are the machines on order or are they
here already? It will be interesting to know if the
machines are already working and how adept are
ithe people in the working of this Department.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, this is one
of the new Departments in the worid today if you
inay use that term, because the emphasis has been
placed on statistical information since the last World
War; and in many of what can be described as under
developed territories there is such a lack of informa-
tion that it is necessary to have such a Department.
A few days ago I was reading a booik which pointed
to one fact that people did not know even the geog-
raphy of Africa nor its population when you cross
{rom one line to the other. It is a fact that you have
to guess a lot of these things. We have been doing
a lot of guess work on these matters and I am very
clad that the Government has decided to set up this
Statistical Department.

‘When you read the Addendum and listened
to what the hon. junior member for Christ Church
had to say, you will see that it is not the duty of
the Statistician to formulate a policy for any Gov-
ernment in relating to the statistics that have becen
prepared. It is not even his business to interpret
them for them. This Government has been tinkering
at this question for a long time and I wonder if
they realise that they have come face to face with
the problem that they should have their own Eco-
nomie Adviser to tell them how they should spend
their money. When you have these statisties prepared

and you do not have people capable enough to inter-
pret them, you are still no where, The interpretation
of them is very important. You should have capable
people to tell you how you should interpret thew
and relate them to your economy for the formulation
of your policy. As a matter of fact, you cannot inter-
pret a language unless you know the language; so
you cannot put a dunderhead to tell you what you
should do when he has no background knowiedge

In the Addendum to the Resolution you see that
the main functions of this service are to make the
best use of existing statistical material in order to
provide information relating to trends in industry,
trade, population and national income which would
be of assistance and guidance in formulating policy.
if the Government wants guidanece in formulating
policy they will have to go further than having this
information. Now, your Statistical Department is
not there to formulate your policy; it is there tc
help you co-ordinate your policy; therefore you must
get an Economie Adviser to advise you on this in-
formation.

I am glad to see in the Addendum what is going
to be done as regards (C) — Statisties of Industry
and Labour. T am glad to see that among the things
{0 be done there is gong to be publication quarterly
and annually of returns of employment and wages.
I hope when this publication is made we will see the
extent of employment in certain sections; that is to
say, I hope there will be no more glib talk of your
employing 25,000 people in the sugar industry.
You should know how many people are really em-
ployed in the sugar industry from the 1st January
tu the 31st December. You should know the extent
cf how the wage level runs so that you can say the
working population in Barbados in the sugar in-
dustry is so many, and so-and-so are the average
wages which accrue to the people in the industry.
{t should not be as it is today when you have the op-
ponents of the people in the industry giving you
this information. They bring back some informa-
tion from two or three plantations and give you;
and you put that down and say from that informa-
tion that the people in the industry work three days
per week at the rate of so much per day, therefore
the agricultural worker works for X dollars, That
irformation may give a false idea of your wage level.

I am glad to say that in my own job a Depart-
nient like this is going to be helpful to mme. The
information which it is tabulating is something
which the population should have and now the peo-
ple are paying for it, it is something that is worthy
for them to receive.

The Hon. Minister of Agriculture is not in his
place at the moment but while I am on this matter,
I want to say that I hope the day is soon approach-
ing when this Government will not have to depend
on Sir Archibald Cuke to give them advice. This
Government has to depend on someone who is ad-
vising private industry to give them advice as re-
gards agrieulture. T have just had the spectacle
of the British Government having a Conference to
talk about the quota dealing with sugar and in the
Caribbean we had nobody from any of these Govern-
ments whom they could send to represent them The
two advisers whom they sent were Mr. Kirkwood
and Sir Archibald Cuke. When you have Sir Archi-
bald Cuke to represent the Government and he has
to represent private interest you can see how fast
we are running towards our own independence.

I do hope that now Government has its own
Statistical Department, it will not have to depend
on Sir Archibald Cuke’s interpretation of the budget.
He adds figures up and makes a percentage of them
and then says that this is the amount you are spend-
ing on education, therefore we cannot afford to do

>
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such and such a thing. Some one then comes along i
and say that that is statistics and Sir Archibald Cuke
is an economic giant and we have this big economic
statistical giant giving us this information, there-
fore for ten years we cannot afford to do such and
such a thing., I am very glad that we are not de-
pending on that sort of economic theory any more
and that we are getting a modern Statistical De-
partment.

1 may say here now that I am very glad to see
that the Government has made use of United Na-
tions’ Assistance in this matter. Surely the time
has come when this Government must make greater
use of international services and agencies. It is
cause for regret that this Government allowed the
Legislature to frighten them away from sending a
delegation to LL.O. The one Government which
has refused help from this organisation is the Bar-
bados Government. I do not know if the Minister
was not available or if he felt it would be too much
money for him to go to both places, he having to go
somewhere else. I am saying that there is no point
in our keeping away from these big international
organisations. There are some people who think
that Broad Street is the World and that the World
circles around Broad Street, therefore, so long as
you circle in Broad Street you do not need to go
outside. In the West Indies we have not yet reached
the stage when we can produce exports such as those
in large countries because we are still a very young
and growing territory. This statistical service is
something which has developed out of countries that
have been operating for sometime. The creation of
this Department has my whole hearted support. I
do hope Government will get down to the business
and get the people and the machinery as soon as pos-
sible so that the people in the community will get
the benefit from an expert service such as this.

6.25 p.m.

Mr. VAUGHAN : I want to give, Sir, as an illos
tration of the lack of statistics in guiding the politi-
cians in his social outlook, paragraph 14 of the Mem-
orandum to the Estimates 1956-57. It reads as fol-
lows :—

‘“‘As in the previous year the total exports in
1955 were valued at approximately forty million
dollars, while the value of imports was fifty three
million dollars (as compared with forty-eight and a
half million dollars in 1954). The rise in the total
value of imports has therefore continued, indicating
an upward trend not influenced by war or threat of
war as existed in 1951 and 1952 when the value of
imports rose from thirty-nine million tc over fifty
willion dollars.”’

Now, this is the important sentence.

“‘Figures so far available show that the increase
is attributable to the importation in 1955 of greater
quantities of consumer gnods.”’

Now, what T wanted to know when I read this
was which set of consumer goods were meant. There
are of two sorts, luxury goods and goods consumed
by the average people, by the working classes. Now,
what class of consumer goods that were on the big
increase this paragraph does not state, but with a
statistical service you will certainly have known
whether the greater increase was in things like wines,
jewellery, family cars, perfumes, special tourist goods
ete. These are consumer goods too. Were they in-
creased along that line? TIf it were, well then, ‘here
wvas no rise in the standard of livine of the working
classes. But if along these lines it would be something
definite: a greater number of shoes, bicveles. milk.
Tumber for repairing chattel houses, food that we
know people consume daily, cotton goods. artisans
tools: in the Transport service, buses and pickups

for the convenience of people. Were there things

like livestock on the increase? If the increase were
along these lines, then the standard of the people
would be an eloquent testimony; it ‘would tell us
that the standard was gradually and substantially
rising ; but merely to state there was an inecrease in
consumer goods does not tell the politician interestea
in social affairs much. So I trust in future when a
memorandum on the Estimates is published and a
sentence like that is submitted, we will be able to
look back to some statistical report and come to the
conclusion that the inerease in consumer goods was in
goods consumed by the people and not by the wealthy.

Mr. 'TUDOR: Mr., Speaker, Your Honour will
probaoly recall that when some months age we Grst
neard of this matter in thig Chamber, the nou. senior
memper for St. George and 1 were at that tune very
criucal of what was proposed then. Not that in any
way we opposed the 1dea of there being a Statistical
vincer attached w this Government, but you will re-
call, Sir, that the burden of all criticisms was that we
thought that Government had better get down to
aoing the whole thing. Of course, so far as I recall
the Government does not object to many of the things
we then suggested, but it was pointed out to us that
it was better to have the gentleman who was promised
to us from abroad to come and to let him advise us on
what was to be done. Well, he has come, and has
started to work; and it appears that what we have
before us today is a consequence of his investigations
and the advice which he has given Government; and
it appears also that we are to have an entirely new
and distinct Government Department set up. I wish
to say here now that I am in entire agreement with
the terms of this Resolution which we are asked to
approve in so far as they go. I have one or two eriti-
cisms to make which do not at all detract from the
principle of the things we are diseussing, but which
1 think deal with matters which ought to be given
some consideration.

First of all, Mr. Speaker, I wag rather interested
to hear the Premier say in his speech that the salary
scales and the figures mentioned here would in no
way be permanent, but it was possible when salaries
were revised generally that some modification would
undoubtedly be made. That is a good assurance to
have; but I think that we should go a little further
than that. I notice, in comparison, Mr. Speaker,
with the salaries of some of the officers employed with
this Government, the Government Statistician will
be paid a rather low salary. Again, I have in mind
that it can be increased: but T am wondering what
first prompted Government that their chief Statis-
tician should be paid $6,240 when in their and our
opinion his job is no less important than that of the
Director of Education whom we pay $6,960, or indeed
the Director of Medical Services or of Agriculture
whom we pay $8,160; and 1 think that it ought
to be clearly understood by hon. members that this
Department will in time become the lodge of all other
Government Departments because there is scarcely
one of them which will net rely on it for information
almost from day to day. It will provide to a certain
extent the sinews of Government. It will be working
on & 24 hour a day basis, no rest period, because
every Government Department will rely on it; and
it is to be remembered Mr. Speaker, that the people
who work in the Statistical Department are almost
entirely people of skill, not only from the point of
view of training, but there are certain jobs, certain
kinds of work involved which reguire a certain
amount of skill, and T think we ought to start off
from the beginnine by placing it on a level with
those older establisbed Government Departments
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whose work is recognised and whose officers are paid
to the best of our ability as we now pay them.
6.35 p.m.

I therefore think that the decision should be
made, even before any question of salary revision
arises, to revise the Government Statistician to a posi-
tion of equality with the Director of Medical Services
or at least with that of the Director of Education,
because of the importance of his work. There is
no doubt at all about that, and I think the sooner we
agree to that, the better it will be.

There is another and more important aspect of
the work of this Department which hon. members
will realise later, and it may have escaped the atten-
tion of some hon. members at the moment. It is
this: sinmee this Department will deal almost exclu-
sively, should we say, in gathering information and
arranging and classifying it, it is much dependent
in the first instance on the work of a body of people
who will understand not only how to answer ques-
tions, but how to ask them. For instance, no survey
of major importance which has to be undertaken
will be suecessful if the persons conducting it do
not understand the sort of questions which they must
ask and the people of whom they must ask those
questions. It follows, therefore, that in addition to
what appears to be the nucleus staff with which this
Department will be started, it will be necessary to
train some people who may be field workers and in-
vestigators, so that a constant flow of people skilled
in these matters might be avaiiable to this Depart-
ment from time to time.

Another point Is this: when this Department
is working at its fullest strength, undoubtedly, there
will be a lot of information which will be made
available not only to the Legislature but to the pub-
lic generally. The one thing I would hate to see is
this: I should hate to see that information, which 1s
valuable, accurate and useful is given to the Govern-
ment and the Legislature, but not disseminated to
the public generally. The whole purpose of having
this Department is that all sorts and conditions of
people in this Island should be able to know with a
degree of accuracy, what is actually going on in this
community. The Statistical reports and surveys
should not lie on shelves unused and undusted. I
think, too, that in order to captivate the interest
of the public in these matters, such reports as are
made and drawn up from time to time should be
re-digested for the benefit of the average man; they
should be got up in such a way that people might
be able to follow with som.e ease the information and
the subject matter of which the information treats
It is not enough that public bodies should themselves
have this information available to them, but every-
body should have it, and it should be easily accessi-
ble to them if they so desire it.

The Government itself should, perhaps, in its
Radio Programmes, allow members of the general
public to know what is the latest report on such and
such a matter, and you should be able to get it in
beoklet form at the smallest possible and cheapest
price. That is a matter of great importance, because
unless that is done, people will always be arguing in
a circle about matters, and then the Government
itself will be engaged in this task, because even when
you give people the spoken word, it is not sufficient.
Therefore, in a community which is as literate as
ours, it should be possible for people to read things
of importance for themselves. ‘

There is another matter which is equally import-
ant. I am glad to see that it is one of the things
which is included in the list of the regular routine
work of this Statistical Department; it is the ques-
tion of National Income and Expenditure. Too often

in this House and in the Other Place as well, mucke
valuable time is lost because hon. members of both.

Houses of the Legislature are mot in possession of

certain figures and analyses which would help them
in understanding Fiscal matters. The position is
even more difficult for persons outside the Govern-
ment, because the Ministers and the members of the
Executive Committee at least have access to inform-
ation, quite appropriately not bestowed to members
of the public, whether in the ILegislature or not;
but it will help the position if, at Budget time, a
Statement or a Report or whatever the form may be,
of the Estimates set out in analytical form, not by
any means technical, could be distributed to hon.
members of both Houses Qf the Legislature and
interested members of the public so as to give them
an idea of the changes, if there are any, of the
Government’s financial policy from year to year. I
think we have to understand that there are some
matters which are above and beyond controversy
and one of the immediate benefits of having a Statis-
tical Department is that some of the things which
we argue about now, in respect of economic and
financial matters will not be argued about, because
the figures will speak for themselves.

6.45 p.m.

The time is long passed when statistics used to
be a matter of guessing. No longer is it true: and
Your Honour will agree with me that statistics have
now become an exact science with rules of its own
and it imposes an intellectual discipline equal to
that of any scientific study. It does mot tend to
narrow down the points of controversy because the
figures speak for themselves,

I am very glad to see that at long last we are
managing to do this and I do not think that one
ought to withhold praise where it is due. Much as
1 disagree with all the aspects of public policy as
is interpreted by this Government, I think they
have done the very best thing in the setting up of
this Department. I will like Government to know
that no considerations of money ought to stand in
their way of attracting the best people on the staff
of this Department because it is highly skilled work ;
and one ought to know the vast amount of trouble
Ve have gone through to get it passed. From the
point of view of the general public this information
must be disseminated, and in such a way that it is
not only interesting but easily understood. Natur-
ally, as time goes on, we shall be able to see how
well this Department is working. Of course, I take
it that Government has so thought of the matter
that any changes and modifications in conditions.
and the salaries of the various officers can be made
easily. My very last plea is to remind Government,
if its members need reminding on this point, that
this is the opportunity for them to encourage the
training of our own people in these matters and to
let no opportunity pass from making it possible for
Barbadians, and if not Barbadians, Vincentians to
be brought into this particular Department for
training, becaunse it is important that we should rely
on our own trained people eventually to do this
very necessary service for us.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Speaker, as the Hon, Pre-
mier has reminded the House (I do know it myself)
I have often advocated the setting up of a Depart-
ment such as this. I remember I went so far as to
put forward on Address on the subject of having
a Statistical Service set up for the Administration
so that when we pass a Resolution for X pounds,
we will be able to refer to it and able to see whether
we have the money or we do not have the money to
get what was suggested.

* »
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: At the same time I must say that I never envis-
aged that a Department like this could be so expen-
sive. I do see the advantages of the various headings
of information with which it will deal. There are
all inter-related with the information of the Island.

I believe there are Statistical Officers in nearly
all the Departments of Government Service and I
am wondering whether they would be withdrawn

" from those Departments and placed in this new

Department or whether those various Departments
will continue to have such an officer attached to
them to gather all this information and then hand
it over to this central organisation. That is a very
important matter because I know that one of our
Departments—the Agricultural Department of which
I happen to be Advisory Chairman—had a man
‘there doing the statistical work, and all of a sudden
ke was withdrawn and the Department is now lack-
ing of vital statisties om things of a very valuable
nature. I should really like to know that. If it is
possible for the Hon. Premier to answer that as well
as how these wvarious Departments of Government
will be co-ordinated to go through that information
‘before handing it over to the central organisation 1
shall be very pleased to hear.

I also want to say that I agree with the hon.
junior member for St. Lucy when he said that these
statistics should be allowed to go to the public as
soon as possible after they are made out, I also
agree, as he pointed out, that there should be put
out in a simple and straight-forward manner so that
the ordinary man in the street can understand] them.
At present a lot of these things, a lot of Government
papers and reports, are written and published in
such a way that they take a very educated man to
analyse them in order to get at the core of what
they are trying to show us.

I am very much in favour of the setting up of
this Department and I believe it will bear fruit. As
I have said, I did not envisage that it would be such
an expensive one but it is really very comprehensive.
As you can see from the Addendum to the Resolu-
tion, there are many various items with which it
will be dealing so I can quite see that it will need
a large staff to bring these matters up-to-date. We
do not want things which happened in 1953 to be
published in 1957; we want to know that what
happened in 1956 is published at least in 1957, be-
cause information which stands longer than that to
be published can be very misleading. The world to-
day moves on very quickly and conditions alter all
the time, therefore when you get figures which are
antiquated they do not help you. It is important
to have these figures published at a suitable time.

I see from the Addenduny to the Resolution that
there will be five machine operators so I presume that
there will be no holding up in putting out these
various statistics in their various and proper forms.
Mr. Speaker, I do support the Resolution.

6.55 p.m.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I am glad
to see that on so important a matter more than one
hon. member has spoken. The hon. member for St.
Peter raised a strong observation. There is much in
what he has said, in facet in all the hon. member said,
as regards the absence of statistical information of
which we are all aware; but I do not know where
ke got the idea from that the Statistical Department
just produces figures and does not analyse or tabu-
late these figures; it does not make or set out these
figures in such a way that even the non-expert who
cf course should know something of figures—let me
put it this way, the average Financial Secretary
in the colonies hitherto is not alwags and in fact
has been very seldom: what we would call an econom-

ic expert, let alome a statistica] expert. There are
very few people, I would say, or they have beenm
very few people who have been Financial Secretaries
who could be called economic experts; and there-
fore, it is not absolutely essential in order to make
valuable use of the figures of a Statistical Depart-
ment to have a Financial Secretary who is a B.Sc.
in Economies, real or alleged. I think that the Co-
lonial Office in reecent years is aware of the ne-
cessity of having somebody with some knowledge
and skill in interpreting figures put before him
that he can as a Financial Secretary advise the
Government in formulating its policy, and I do as-
sure the hon. member for St. Peter that the figures
will be put in such a way and sufficient explanation
will be given to the figures produced by the Statis-
tical Department that they will easily be understood
Ly the Administrative Officer whose function it will
be to advise the Government on financial or other
matters for that matter, depending on his know-
ledge of figures and the trend which these figures
irdicate. I have no fear whatever on that score,
Sir, that the Statistical Department would be merely
a collection of figures which mean nothing even to
the initiator.

, As regards the question asked by the hon. junior
member for Christ Church some of the machinery
has already arrived. I must remind hon. members
that this Civil Establishment Order was brought
before the House already and that of course the work
has started sinee Mr. Seers arrived and we have some
of the machinery already and some more is to be
shipped by the end of August.

This is setting up the  establishment
of - officers who ™have already been seconded
from different Departments that prepare statis<
ties, — the Customs and so on — and are now
working in the Statistical office. These will be the
permanent staff and some suggestion was made about
the advisability of using Barbadians and West In-
dians. Of course it will be Government and just
as we are now using Barbadians and occasionally
non-Barbadians, just as there are Barbadian Mag-
1strates and Permanent Secretaries and ocasionally
non-Barbadian, Wiest Indians will be drafted into
the service. There is no question of this being from
an establishment point of view any different from
any other Government Department. There is in
the service at the present moment, one person of
whom visiting' economists of high reputation hava
spoken extremely highly, and he wil] be going abroad
to be trained and return for work in this Depart-
ment. I do not know, Mr. Speaker, that I can use.
fully add anything else. Instead of doing as we ard
doing now just borrowing from the Customs and.
as I said, other Departments, you will have a person
permanently in this Department calling for and get-
ting the information from the Department of Agri-
culture, from Trade and Commerce and the like.

As regards the statistics of rainfall and things
of that nature they will in fact only be publishe !
from the Meteorological Station that is here in Bar-
bados. T will again say, Sir, that these salaries may
have to be nevised in accordance with what the
Salaries Commissioner set. l'hey have been fixed
not by any means with reference to salaries paid in
Trinidad and Jamaica, though we have gone clearly
into their Statistical Department. They have been
fixed by comparison with the Head of other Depart-
ments as far as possible. The Commissioner of Income
Tax salary is this, but if the Salaries Commissioner
comes and says the Income Tax Commissioner should
get $7,000 or what he may happen to say, naturally
bLecause we think it is comparably cheap we may have
to raise the salary. It is not necessary to warn hon.
members because they are themselves making tha
roint, but it may be necessary to raise these salaries.
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and it may be necessary because although I said
that the functions are rather comprehensive, yet with
our resources we dare rot embarking immediately on
the sort of Statistical Department of the very rich
countries or what the big countries would have, 1
think however that thc provision that has been sug-
gested to us by Mr. Seers and which the Govern-
ment has accepted is quite a good beginning with
~ur limited resources and with the need for making
up the amount of leeway in statisties which in tha
past have been so badly kept. I think I have answered
the points raised. T would just like to emphasise that
it is not on a magnificent scale. The salaries are
small compared with Jamaica and Trinidad, but we
have to watch carefully less by keeping these salaries
iow we lose persons being trained who would be able
to take top posts in years to come if they are tempted
t» go to richer eolonies which will pay high salaries.
The Government will bear these fhings in mind and
T will remind hon. members who spoke on th=
publication of figures, immediately you cannot help
1t - and when you hear that in some respects that w2
are producing monthly, quarterly and annual statis-
-1¢8, hon. members will see that in this departmens
of social or economic Jife in whieh it is necessary
{0 have up-to-date fignres they will be having themn
monthly. T did not mention when T first started that
in one or two respects statistics is limited except in
the Income Tax Departinent where they are well kept,
kai in some other Departments none exist; migration
fisurey are not perfectly kept either.

Mr. Speaker, I thank those hon. members who
have taken part in the debate and I assure them that
the Government is well aware of the enormous valus
of this Department and will take every step to see
that it is well staffed. We have been lucky that those
persons who passed through here and had anything
to do with the establishment or making suggestionrs
as to the establishment of this Department have
spcken highly of two or three persons whose serviee
we hope to retain.

The question that this Resolultion do now pass
was put and resolved in the offirmative withow:
division. '

7.05 p.m.
PUBLIC OFFICERS HOUSING BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Commun-
ications, Works and Housing: to move the second
reading of a Bill to amend the Public Officers’ Hous-
ing Loans Act, 1952.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, in moving the
second reading of this Bill, I should like to inform
hon. members that these amendments are necessary
inasmuch as some doubt has been expressed by the
Officers who are administering the Act, as to whether
the Aet applies to persons who rent house spots on
which these persons proposed to erect chattel houses.
I can assure hon. members that when the Act was
passed, and after it was amended sometime last year,
it was the intention of the Government that this Aect
should apply to people who intended to erect chattel
houses. Hon. members will remember that figures
were quoted in relation to persons in the various
brackets; figures were given as to the amount which
would be loaned to employees in the various brack-
ets. In respect of a Senior Clerk, the amount
would be $6,720; Clerks, $5,040, Teachers, $5,040
and we came right down the Scale to the Cantonnier,
$1,080. That, in itself, will convince hon. members
that it was the intention of the Government that
loans should apply to persons in the Key Secale who

may not own any land, but who would like to have
houses similar to those which are purchased and occu-
pied by workers who qualify for this benefit under
the Labour Welfare Loans Organisation.

There was some difficulty in interpreting the
Act, and in order to make the position quite clear,
these amendments are necessary. As hon. members
will see, this is what is set out in the ‘‘Objects and
Reasons’” of this Bill:—

““Under the Public Officers’ Housing Loans Aect,
1952, at present, loans may not be made in respect
of chattel houses. The application of the Act,
however, includes officers who would normally occupy
or own such houses. This Bill seeks therefore to
amend the Act so as to authorise loans to be made
in respect of chattel houses.

The opportunity has also been taken to amend
the Act in three other respects:—

(i) to make it clear that a loan may be
made to purchase land on which a house
is, or is intended to be, erected;

to permit loans to be made in respect
of houses erected on leasehold land,
provided that the unexpired term of the
lease be no less than such period as
the Governor-in-Executive Committee
may prescribe;

(i)

to authorise the Board to relieve officers
from putting up the collateral security
required by paragraphs (a), (b) and
{e) of section 6 (1) in cases where the
value of the house and land, if any,
provides adequate security for the loan.

(iii)

As hon. members will remember the Act demands
collateral security for loans and this Amendment
seeks to avoid these Officers having to provide this
collateral security but allows security in respect of
the land on which the houses are to be constructed.
T think that explains clearly the intention of this
Bill. I beg to move that this Bill be now read a
second time,

Hon. R. G. MAPP: T beg to second that.
~ The question that this Bill be now read a second
itme was put and vesolved in the affirmative without
division,

On the motion of Hon. M. E. COX, seconded by
Hon. BR. G. MAPP, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair,
and the House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr.
SMITH being in the Chair.

The three Clauses of the Bl were called and
passed.

On the motion of Hon. M. E. COX, scconded by
Hon. R. G. MAPP, the Chairman reported the pass-
ing of the Bill in Committee,

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair, and reported
accordingly.

On motions of Hon. M. E. COX, seconded by
Hon. R. G. MAPP in each case, the Bill was read @
third time and passed.

7.15 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I under
stand from the Hon. Leader of this House that he is
about to move the adjournment. Before that is done,
I would like to suggest to hon. members that the
name of thé Hon. Minister of Social Services be
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added to the Committee dealing with the Rules of
the House. He did not attend the meeting of that
Committee which took place last week because he
was not on it from the beginning.

Mr. SPEAKER: On the suggestion of the Hon.
Premier, I have the honour to include the Hon. Min-
ister of Social Services as & member of that Com
mittee.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H., CUMMINS: Mr, Speaker,
that concludes Government Business.

The Order having been fixed.

Hon Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I
beg to move that this House do now adjourn until
thils day fortnight at 3 o’clock p.m,

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirm-
ative without division and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned
the House accordingly.

7.20 p.m.






