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House of Assembly Debates
(OFFICIAL. REPORT
ST a—

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Wednesday, Tth March, 1956.

Pursuant to the adjournment the llouse of As-
sembly met at 12 o’clock noon to-day.

Present :

His Honour K. N. R. Husbands (Speaker), Hon.
G. H, Adams, C.M.G., Q.C., B.A., (Premder) ; Hon.
Dr. H. G. H. Cummins, C.B.E., M.D., C.M., (Minss-
ter of Social Services) ; Hon. M, E. Cox, (Minister of
Communications, Works and Housimg); Mr. L. E.
Smith, J.P. (Chairman of Commatiees); Hon. R. G.
Mapp, (Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour);
Mr. T. O, Bryan, Mr. F. C. Goddard, (Leader of the
Opposition) ; Mr. O. T. Allder, Mr. J. C. Mottley,
and Mr. E. St. A, Holder.

Prayers were read.
MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to inform
the House that the Minutes of the last meeting have
not yet been printed and are not ready for circula-
tion.

ORDER NO. 1 POSTPONED

Hon. Dr. H. G. H, CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I
ask leave to postpone Order No. 1 and to take Order
No. 2.

There being no objection leave was granted the
Hon. Minaster.

ESTIMATES CONT’D

Mr. SPEAKER : The first Order of the day is to
resume debate on the consideration of the Estimates
for the Fiinancial Year, 1956-57.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
went into Committee on the Estimates, Mr. SMITH
betng in the Chair.

Head XVII—Industrial Schools

Head XVII—Industrial Schools—was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move that
the sum of $60,338 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I am wondering
whether the honourable member would be able to en-
nighten me here on this point. Items 29 and- 3.
You will notice that Item 29 is Stationery. Well,
tae Note says, that it is the cost of books and station-
ery as recommended by the Education Department.
You mean to tell me that the type of books recom-
mended by the Education Department will be re-
garded as Stationery! Then you have under Item 32
rurniture and equipment, for the purpose of books
and equipment for school rooms. That is where the
recommendation of the Education Department should
come in. I would just like to get these two things
clear, because here is something for the school room
not recommended by the Education Department and

something that is statiovery as recommended by the

Education Department.

Mr, GODDARD : Mr. Chairman  before the Hon.
Minister gets up, could he aiso tell us how many boys
there are and also how many girls?

Hon. Dr: H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
as far as Item 29 is concerned, it is really the books
that are recommended by the Education Department,
and 1 think, Sir, that the inclusion of books here un-
der Item 29 is a mistake. The number of boys at
present is 86, and there are eight girls. The comple-
ment of girls has always been small and seems to
be getting smaller: this is probably due to the be-
haviour of the girls,

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, it had been sug-
gested some time ago about the possibility of making
other provision for the keeping of these girls. They
are so few in number that at times you have a larger
staff than inmates and I am wondering whether the
Government would consider in future the possibility
of finding somewhere else to put them up so as to cut
down the cost of running the Industrial Schools.
Sometime ago, there were only four and there were
more attendants than inmates. In that case you had
no work, particularly for those who were to run the
institution. You have some very attractive buildings
up there—I am speaking in terms of the girls’ see-
tion—and these buildings ecould certainlv be utilised
for some other purpose and the girls could be put up
at one of the other institutions under the same kind
of supervision, thereby cutting down the cost. I do
not see why you could not attach them to the Hospital
end let them assist in the running of work at the Hos-
pital and also get that adeauate training of nursing
or domesticity which would help them a3 well; but 3¢
certainly is a necessity to see how best the cost of
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running that girls’ division could be cut down. You
have to keep these buildings in continual repair, and
the wear and tear of the running of the Institution
has to be paid for. You could make a separate de-
partment even at the Prisons for them; T do not mean
to permit them to associate with adult prisoners, male
or female; but a separate place where they could be
by themselves and be given the same discipline as they
would get up there. In that case you would release
all those buildings for other purposes, and also re-
duce the cost of running the institution and I wish
that Government would consider that.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS : In answer to that,
Sir, all the honourable member has said is true. The
cost of each school is very high because very often
there are few girls at the institution. That has been
examined by the Committee and it has not been found
convenient to make any change at the moment. The
honourable member referred to the possibility of
making arrangements at Giendairy for them, but the
Committee refused to undertake a thing of that sort
because that stigma would always be there to a great
extent. There is now under consideration a new Bill
which will make provision not only for delinquent
children but also for children’s care and protection
and in that Bill there is also to be considered the sys-
tem of boarding out; so the Committee will consider
all these points under this new Bill. '

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, there is a further
suggestion I would like to make. ‘When you have
girls like that you should offer one to the Maternity
Hospital and one to each of the Almshouses in the
island and institutions; and you would not have to
pay, I presume, for the meintenance of such girls,
because in such institutions they would be giving
their services and also getting maintenance, The girls
would finish up as more equipped persons because
they would have been trained at these institutions.

Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Chairman, at no time will
we ever agree to put them in the prisons, but if they
are just a few, at least it could be investigated to see
whether they can be put at the Nightengale Home.
The Government could come in and assist the Vestry
by putting up an additional building there, because
that was a beginning to show Government how to get
about it, and because the other parishes have not got
a Nightengale Home; it is overflowing now. We have
just as many young girls and boys at the Almshouses
as we had before: so there needs to be expansion.
That is where you need some orphanage in which you
can take care of these children. But if you have only
four or five, the cost of keeping that girls’ school open
for them is so high that the one thing that comes to
my mind is something like the Nightengale Home, be-
cause they have apout 50 down there amd almost as
many again at the Almshouses.
12.25 p.m.

The question tha! the sum of $60.838 be voted
under this Hea@ was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Head XIX—Ecclesiastical

Head XIX — Ecclestastical — was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that the sum of $10,200 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, there is Item
5 “Cost of Living Allowance,”” in raspect of the
Bishop, the Rectors and the Viecars. I am wonder-
ing if the Hon. Leader of the House wculd be dis
posed to respond to my invitation to make a
statement relative to the position in respect of the

disendowment of the Church. I undersiand that if
cdisendowment takes place, there would be a dis-
continuance of the payment of this Cost of Living
Allowance. Mr. Chairman, you see how germaine
ihat is to this issue. I wonder if the IHon. Minister
could make some pronouncement ex cathedra or
otherwise, in respect of this matter.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: W= sre proceed:

irg apace with this question of disendowment. [Mer.-

LEWIS: You are proceeding in a piecemeal way. |
it may be a little slow, but the Committee which was
appointed to go into the matter, did mee" the Bishop,
the Rectors and their representatives a few weeks
ago, and they have put up their proposals which are
now being considered. Further than that, I cannot
go, because there is nothing more to report.

Mr. BRANCKER: I thank you.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, what Head is this?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Head XIX.

Mr. LEWIS: Then you have skipped from Head
XVII to Head XIX.

The question that the sum of $10,200 be voted
under this Head was put and resolved in the affirma-
twe without division.

- Head XX—Education

Head XX — Education — was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I ask leave to
postpone the consideration of this Head until the
Hon. Premier returns to his seat.

There being no objection, leave was gronted the
Hon. Myngster. '

Head XXI--Science and Agriculture

Head XX] — Science and Agriculture — was
called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, Mr. Chairman,
there are some Items which I am asking leave to
move into this Head.

There being no objection, leave wes yranted the
Hon. Minister,

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: The Items to
he moved in are as follows:

Item 31 (a) (New) — Accountant — $2,280

Provision of $2,280 (To be voted) for the salary
of an Accountant on scale $1,920; 1,92¢ x 120 —
2,880 x 144,—3,456.

Item 31 (b) (New) — Assistant Accountant—$2,280

Provision of $2,280 (To be voted) for the salary
efogg Asgistant Accountant on scale $2,280 x 120—
9, .

Item 31(¢) (New) — Senior Entomological Assis-
tant — $2,280

Provision of $2,280 (To be voted) for the salary
of a Senior Entomological Assistant on scale $2,280
x 120 — 3,000.

Item 31 (d) (New) — PFishing Boat Inspector —
$2,280

Provision of $2,280 (To be voted) for the salary
of 3a0(¥3ishing Boat Inspector on scale $2,238¢ x 129
{tem 33 — Clerks — $12,954

Increased by $600 (To be voted) tc $13,554 tc
provide for the salary of an additional Clerk.
Item 33(a) (New) — Secretary — $388

Provision of $888 (To be voted) for the salary
of a Secretary on scale $888 x 72—1,392 x 96—2,160.
Item 34 — Stenographers and Typists — $2,352

Reduced by $624 (Fixed by Law) to $1,728 to
provide for the salaries of 2 instead of 3 Stenogra
phers and Typists as a result of the creation of the
post of Secretary.

(Item 33 (a)).

”
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ltem 40 — C.0.L. Allowance — $13,156

Increased by $5923 (To be voted)
provide allowances for additional stalf.
Item 41—Travelling Allowance — $31,040

Increased by $600 (To be voted) tc $31,640 to
cover expenses of additional Travelling Officer.
(Item 31(d)).

I beg to move that the sum of $634.224 be voted
under this Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Chairman, in respect of Item
‘“Caretakers,”” I should like to say that during
the consideration of the Hstimates on the last oceca-
sion, I made an appeal on behalf of people in the
area of Brighton for the erection of a Feach shelter
there. Such use has been made of th: shelter at
Gravesend, that the absence of this facility at
Brighton prompted me on that occasion to make the
appeal for the erection of a shelter in that area. 1
gee from the note here, that this vote has been in-
creased to provide for additional caretakers at the
proposed new bheach skelters; I am hoping tha
Brighton beach will be included at last, and that it
is not too late to make an appeal for the inclusion
of this facility at Brighton when the new plars are
being proposed.

12.35 p.m.

Mr. ¥F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I am
going to speak on Item 99—Deficiency cn operation
of Lancaster Factory. Now, sometime age a memoran-
dum was circulated by the Department of Seiencé and
Agriculture on the operation of this Department and
in the first paragraph of the Memorandum it makes
a statement about the operation of Lancaster. The
paragraph is stated as follows:—

“In order to protect producers of corn against
loss which might result from their inability to dis-
pose of their entire ecrcp on the commercial market
or otherwise, an offer was advertised in September
to purchase corn-on-cob at Lancaster Factory at $3.25
per bushel. TImmediately after the hurricane an offer
‘was advertised to purchase corn, dry it end resell it
at the same price of $3.25 per bushel to those persons
who delivered it to the Factory. The quantity of corn
purchased to the end of December, 1955, was 269,085
Ibs. Ounly a small gquaniivy was re-purchased by the
producers. Arrangements are being made for the
disposal of the stocks.’’

I think it is necessary that some explanation
should be given to this House as to what is taking
place at Lancaster Factory that necessitates the mak-
ing up of the $15,000 deficiency on the operation of
Liancaster Factory for which this new Item is put
in. T am well aware, and I am sure other honourabl:
members are aware, that you do need in a community
like Barbados some element of price control and
subsidisation for the people who grow local food crops,
therefore, I am not protesting the assistance given
to growers—especially small growers—1ly the Gov-
ernment, but what I would like to know is that the
operation of Lancaster Flactory is run without a loss
and that the greatest economic use is made of it. If we
have it merely as a facade without any real economic
stability given them (I mean the people growing
food crops) vou can as well get rid of it and let some
other organisation be formed to do the marketing of
vegetables and things of that sort for people.

Now, you have corn at this factory which you
cannot get rid of. You have taken it from the people
to be ground and you have no means of disposing

- $18,749 t»

f-l'?

“of it after it is ground. If that is so, it means that

the community is left without the use of this corn. J
believe members of this community are mot awars
of your having this large crop of corn on hand be-
cause I believe if they had known they would have
availed themselves of it. They are not making use of

it because you are not allowing them to know what
vou are doing. You have put something under a
Department Head without having someone with the
mitiative and imagination to sell the item to the
people. You make people to believe that the Gov-
ernment can enter in these enterprises and run them
Letter than a private enterprise.

I agree with the need for an Accountant and for
the staffing of this Department, because if you are
going to spend $782,000 which is nearly a million
dollars, it becomes necessary that you should have
some first-class Accountant in that Department. How-
ever, I do say that in view of the fact that all thesa
things have to be prepared by the Director of Agri-
culture, I am wondering if the Minister doecs nou
think that the time has come when the Governmens
should investigate the necessity of having someon:
either in that Department or else available to the
Government who knows something of agricultural
economies. When the Government is called upon to
make an investigation into the economics of agricul-
1ure, it has either to call upon Sir Archibald Cuke
or someone else from outside. I think the time has
come for Government to investigate the possibilities
of having somebody with experience in the economics
of agriculture in its own Department. This is an
island which depends on agriculture, therefore the
(overnment should have some knowledgeable person
in agricultural economics to advise it on that aspect
of the matter. It is noticeable that in countries like
Venezuela or Iran that the Governments of those
places have somebody who is an expert on oi] t»
advise them; similarly in the United Kingdom the
Government has somebody to advise it on coal. Do
vou think that they would leave it to some private
person to advise them on such matters? T feel that
we in Barbados should go out in the field and find
someone to advise us on the economic aspeects of our
agriculture and the financial implications that ar:
likely to arise. It is not good enough to bave so much
corn ground at Liancaster Factory,—something which
the community can use—and the people know noth-
ing of it. Do you mean to say that the community
has no use for this corn? I fee] that the community
should be made aware of these things and that ther.
should be some marketing organisation and some
means of publicising these things. If you take coru
from corn growers at Lancaster Factory and grind
it and depend on the middle man to turv up there
and purchase it from you, that it not good enough
I do hope I will get an explanation on the $15,000
deficiency in the operation of Lancaster Factory s
that T can know a little more of this Factory and its
usefulness to the eommunity.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, there is need for
much explanation on this Head. I do not know if
che new posts are in order or if they have already
been distributed. Am I to understand that the Agri-
cultural Department did not have an Aeccountaai
before and now you see the need for such a post, be-
fore you try it out to see if one would do, you acc
going to give the Accountant an Assistant? T am al-
ways saying that this is a Department which so long as
somebody says you must have something for it, you
are going to come here and say that ewerybody will
die unless we agree to give them what they want. It
is like the Waterworks Department. If you come
in here and say the people cannot get water unless
you do such and such a thing and we do not grant it,
we will be blamed for preventing the people from
getting water. Whatever you come with for the Agri-
cultural Department and the Waterworks Depart-
ment, we must give it. I would really like an ex-
planation about that.

Another thing which I would like to know some-
thing about is the mealy bug campaign. Have we
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received any report of the mealy bug ecampaign?
Are you breeding them, killing them, or are you
suceessful in any way? It is very nies of you to
give a report on the operation of Lancaster Factory
Let us know what it is. Those who misunderstand
the running of that factory have themselves to blame.
It seems impossible to impress upor the Government
that they not only have to be honest in dealing with
these things but they must appear t» be honest. Re-
ports on the working of these things and Statements
of Accounts should be laid on the Table of this
House at least annually.

1245 nm,

I am continually repeating that I have only
peen ong set of accounts since I came in here, Te-
cause I asked for them; and the moment they
were laid on the table they said ‘‘Give us
back because the Hon. Mr. Cuke is going to recast
them.”” Since then the recasting has not come in
nor any thing else. It is & good thing to have a
factory in case of emergency for grinding cassava
and all that. But you have got to the point where
you talk about retrenching and reducing Leave Pas-
sages, and it ig time that you look into this depart-
ment. Too many scientific officials spend our money ;
I nnderstand that the Manager of the Factory is an
employee at two or three other places. Certainly,
there must be some accounts and they should be
honest-minded enough to see this is the people’s
money they are spending. They could sell a load oz
rassava five times, because I hear that is what they
are doing down there; a man drives in with a load
nf something and they tell him to go around and
drop it and the tendency is to drive around and
come and sell you again. He should sell vou ten
times because you cannot look after your own busi-
ness and the man is looking after his. What is it
at all? Is it a source of employment or a scurce of
drying the trade?

I would like to know something about the Mealy
Bug Campaign. Has anybody been able to discover
whether the department is making any head way in
it. It is an expensive thing because it is supposed
to reduce the crop by 25% but then the crop goe:
1p by 25% or 30%. Certainly I would like to know
something about this new Item. Is there an Order
with an Addendum saving a little more and has the
Order been laid on the Table of the Legislature?
T would not like to do injustice to a Minister who
wmight be absent but T would really like to know
something about these matters.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
1 am not in a position to reply to the point raised by
the honourable junior member for the City but I will
make a note of it and refer it to the Minister when
he comes back to the island. Honourable members
will realise that I have not got this information. In
reply to the point made by the honourable junior
member for St. Peter re¢ the appointment of an Agri-
cultural Economist to the Department, I may inform
him that the matter is under consideration. As far
as the honourable junior member for the City is
concerned, I am informed that there was a Report
published and it appeared in the newspaper two or
three months ago. T have sent to the Ministerial Office
for all the information at their disposal in connection
with the Report and I will let the honourable mem-
Ler have it when it comes. The honourable junior
member for the City enquired abcut the new post.
It is quite obvious that that is new; there were no
such posts to be filled before. I believe as far as the
accounts are concerned, that the work has increased
cver the last few years and it has been found
necessary to get an Accountant and also an Assis-
tant Accountant. Mr. Floster, who was here some time

ago, went earefully into the work of the Department,
and after careful consideration recommended the
additional Clerks plus the Accountant. Before putting
this amount to the vote, Sir, there is an error. In
[tem 34, reduced by $624 (Fized by Law), I am in-
formed that we cannot remove that. In computing
this figure I took $624 from it, but since then I have
been informed it is not the correct thing to do. We
have to put it in and when the Order is made then
we can take it out. I am asking to increase the vota
by $624 and that the total be now $624,224.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, the Hon, Min-
ister did not answer the question that I raised under
Ttem 99, Deficiency on operation of Laiicaster Fac-
tory. This i1s a new item for $15,000 and the note
to that reads: ‘““To supplement the Revolving Fund
of the Governmert Factory at Lancastei, to enable
the factory to ecarry on its routine operations of pro-
cessing food crops’’, and 1 think you should have
some knowledge of it, because you are asking for
§15,000 additional dollars. 1 do not know why the
appropriate Minister is not here, but we would re-
ecard this as an important time for any Minister to
be here and this is the only time or the best time
that one should ask this question. It is not for
me to say why the Minister should he in his place
unless he is seriously ill. But I believe it is fair to the
public, not to me personally, that an answer should
be given for the expenditure of $15,000 for a Re
volving Tund at Lancaster Factory. We shoulé
know something about it.

Mr. GODDARD: Now, I only got up to speak
on Item 101. I remember a Resolution came down
here to provide funds for setting up of communica-
tions between the stations by radio and when w2
suggested to Government that it would be wiser to
use telephones, were told we did not know what we
were talking about. 1 see they have at least taken our
advice and reverted to the telephone system. I do not
have to go into the reasons why, but it should have
been done from the beginning. Anyhow they have
taken our advice, and are using the telephone system
rather than the radio.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, the amount of
$15,000 is another item; that is not a money vota
This is an advance from the Treasury; it is working
capital for the factory and it should be done in a
special way after the Estimates. What has becomsa
of the previous amount? As far as I remember, it
was $30,000. This is a large sum and at one time I
understand only one person was operating the
accounts at the Bank. T asked about that but I have
never got an answer. It does not matter how honest
a person is; at least two people should operate the
accounts at the Bank.

12.55 p.m.

I cannot say that one person in the service has
more influence than two others: I cannot see how this
House can vote this money without knowing what is
happening. If you are going to be careless in th:
method by which you produce your raw material,
then the sum of $15,000 is a smal] amount for you
to lose during the course of a year. Has your Revolv-
ing Fund been tied up in stocks of corn? Does nobody
want this eorn? If you sell it at a loss you will stiil
assist the people, because you must have sold it at
a profit at some time or other. T am wondering if
the Hon. Minister has in his file what the original

! Revolving Fund was, because that has not been put

down here. This is the typical way in which the
(livil Servant is encouraged to treat the members of
this House; he cannot find out what the amount of

. the Fund is and remind hon. members as to what it

18.  The note to this Ttem shows that whoever is
dealing with the matter was looking it up at the
time. You ought to remind hon. members of the
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money which you have wasted already, and let them
see whether they can take $15,000 of the taxpayers’
money and give them to put in a busiuess. This 18
not a Fund which has to be dealt with day after
day ; it is a Revolving Fund which has to be looked
after once a year. Let us give the matter over to
public enterprise, and let them see if they can maks
a sueccess of it. It is merely because you have this
money in the Treasury. that you car say that you
are giving; them another $15,000; I want to say thac
if you have sufficient amounts of $15,000, ¢cne of thest
days we will be able to use one of them. I beg to
move that the amount of this Head be reduced by
$15,000.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: If hon. members
want to postpone the consideration of this Head, T
am quite willing to agree to that, and get the in-
formation which is required. I have sent to get reports
from the Ministry but the Messenger has not yet
returned. I repeat: I will agree to a postponement
of this Head if hon. members so desire.

Mr. F. I.. WALCOTT: I think that that is a
most reasonable attitude adopted by the Hon. Lieader
of the House. I do not think that there is any Rule
under which you would have to ask leave to post-
{:cne the consideration of this Head, and another
thing is that we are in Committee of Supply. The
suggestion made by the Hon. Leader of the House
is the same suggestion which I wanted to make. You
have many public Institutions and corn is not one of
those items which people in this Island do not eat;

it is the sort of thing which we can use sinee we ;

Lave these Institutions. When you look at the Vote
in respeet of provisions for the Lazaretto and the
General Hospital, I do not think that there would
be any difficulty whatsoever in making use of this
corn; but it seems to me that there is the lack of
co-ordination and initiative on the part of somebody
If the Hon. Minister is going to ask leave to postpone
the consideration of this Head, 1 repeat, that that
is the most reasonable attitude for him t¢ adopt.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I
ask leave to postpone consideration of this Head.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon. Mimster.

Head XX—Education

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I ask leave to
tevert to Head XX — Education.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon. Minister,

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I am asking
leave to make the following Amendments-in respect
of this Head :—

Item 3-—Principal, Erdiston Training College—$4,80)

Inereased by $480 (To be voted) to $5,280 to
provide for an increase in the salary of this post.
Item 5—Frincipal, Evening Institute—$3 600

Inereased by $720 (To be voted) to $4,320 to
provide for an increase in the salary of this post.
Item T—7Vice Principal, Erdiston Training Collegs

—$4,080

Increased by $480 (To be voted) to $4,560 1o
provide for an increase in the salary of this post.
ftem 23—Housekeeper, Erdiston Trasming College—

$1,200

Increased by $96 (To be voted) to $1,296 to
provide for an increase in the salary of this post.
Item 48—8econd Grade Schools

(g) St. Michael’s Girls’ School—$42,956

Increased by $59 (To be voted) to $43,015 to
provide for the payment of a pension to Josephine
Worrell, formerly maid of St. Michael’s Girls’ School

There being no objection, leawve was granted the
I{on. Premier.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I will deal with each of
these Items in turn. The post of Principal of
Erdiston Training College has become one of much
more responsibility as a result of the addition of
Teachers to be trainew for the Leewards and Wind-
wards. The Leeward and Windward Islands have
been pressing the Education Department and the
Ministry for an answer about an increased salary
for the Principal and Vice-Principal, and I have
postponed giving a favourable reply for sometime,
because it did not appear to me, when it was first
put up, that more responsibility for more pupils war-
ranted an increase.

I have gone very carefully into the matter, how-
ever, and also in consideration from. the point of
view of the Leewards and Windwards who are pre-
pared to pay their share of the additional expense
towards the increased salary for the Principal and
more especially in consideration of the fact that it
is something more than ordinary administrative ex-
penses in respect of these Teachers who are coming
from the Leewards and Windwards. I have said ‘“No”
to the suggestion that the salary be increased, buc
I am now quite convinced that this salary increase
for the Principal and Vice-Principal should be
granted now.

1.05 p.m.

One of the reasons too for my unfavourable
considerations was because of the feeling that we did
not consider that the revision of anybody’s salary
should take place apart from the review of salarieg of
everybody. However, this is a special case. This is
not like the Police Training School where the expenses
are shared between the colonies. This is a college
where the function has become extended for training
School Teachers from other Islands; therefore, you
must take it out of the list of normal salary revision.
Salary revision or no salary revision, this will come.

The position of the Principal of the Evening
Institute is this. It was impossible to find a suitable
person for the Head of the Institute at the salary
we were paying. I would remind honourable mem-
bers that British Honduras and Jamaica were in
exactly the same position as Barbados. They said that
nobody would come to these three islands for a salary
of less than £2,000 and both Jamaica and British
Honduras had to increase their proposed salary be-
fore the Secretary of Statc for the Colonies could find
gomebody to take up the post. We did not do that.
The House approved of combining the post of Prine-
ipal of the Technical Institute and Principal of the
Evening Institute and the reason was because we then
had an able administrator who could fill the posts and
run them from an administrative view point. We felt
that from the Technical Institute point of view, if we
had a practical man as an engineer, he would be able
to do the actunal teaching and the administrative work
‘could be done by Dr. Hamilton who was the then
Principal of the Evening Institute. With the
changed circumstances we have to revert to what we
should, have done in the original instance had it been
possible to get a suitable Head for the Technical In-
stitute for the salary we were about to pay or a little
more.

I have discussed this matter at times with the
Department and with the present temporary Head of
the Institute who will be confirmed in the post as
Head and T have come to the conclusion that this sal-
ary of $4,320 per annum is an appropriate salary to
pay the Principal.

Now, as regards the Housekeeper, Erdiston
Training College, obviously she has more work if she
is seeing after three times more people than what
there were originally; therefore it is proposed to in-
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crease that salary by $96 bringing it to $1,296 per
annum,.

As regards the last Item, St. Michael’y Girls’
School—$42,956, the explanatory Note makes it quite
clear. It says that it is increased by $59 (To be vot-
ed) to $43,015 to provide for the payment of a pen-
sion to Josephine Worrell, formerly maid at St.
Michael’s Girls’ School,

I may mention something in general about Edu-
cation at this stage. Inasmuch as there was no ex-
tended debate on Education, I am more than willing
to answer any question any member may put to me,
although I do not propose to make any addition to
my speech. I will suggest to honoura:ble members
to raise any points which they wish to raise and I will
give the reply. : .

I wish to say generally that I am convinced,
especially after reading the criticisms on Education
in other parts of the World, that education is not on
the down grade in Barbados. It is far from it. '1
am convinced that the proportion of well taught chil-
dren is greater to-day than it was in the last genera-
tion. However, I am perfectly prepared just as use
was made of the services of the Educational Adviser
of Colonial Development & Welfare to make a sur-
vey in other parts of the West Indies on education
that we also make use of him in respect of specific
matters which were drawn to my attention. We are
therefore considering him to act as a Commission to
investigate some aspects of teaching in Elementary
and Primary Schools. .

I do not wish to start off anything critical or
controversial, but I do repeal that. you can read: all
that you read in the ‘‘Advocate’’ in the newspapers
of America and the United Kingdom. The eriticisms
in those papers on education in their countries are
not any better; they are equally the same as ours.
Nobody has ever been satisfied Wlth the educational
standard of his country and even in an overwhelr-
ingly rich country like the United States of America,
far worse things can be said of it. I suppose 1t 1s
fnevitable with the material progress of the world.
However, I do think that with the present set of
schoolmasters and schoolmistresses from the top to
the bottom both in Secondary and Primary Sechools,
that you do not find as many as before who look upon
teaching as a vocation rather than a means of making
money and earning a living. I am sometimes shocked
to see many of them leaving the job of t.eaehmg and
doing another job: but it shows that their heart was
never originally in teaching—at least, not as it was
when our fathers and grandfathers were teachers. 1
do think that the spirit of some of the old school-
masters of Harrison College, Combermere, Queen’s
College and of the Blementary Schools for the love of
education and the desire to turn out a num]oer'of
well educated boys and girls was more evident in past
generations than this.

1.15 p.m. o o

Of course, you have degrees; and it is an indi-
cation of the value of some of the criticism that you
bave read and heard that the Headmaster gf Harrison
College said in deploring language (which I took
10 notice of at the time) that Harrison College was,
degenerating to such an extent that in 10 years it
would be a failure as far as education was eoncerned.
T regret to say the boys let him down badly, becauss
five boys came up to Scholarship standard that year
and all five were awarded scholarships. It does not
look much like Harrison College’s teaching and the
results are on the down grade. T am sorry that tha
hon. junior member for St. George is not in his place,
because I believe he is very instrumental in giving
careful study to the possibilities of a new approach

to teaching and to the funetions of Combermere
School. I know he has issued a memorandum whica
he prepared and which was discussed by the Govern-
ing Body of Combermere School and I believe that
they are about to approach me in thig matter. I hope
he will come in before the debate is over. I do not
think the experiment—because it is an experiment in

England of having secondary modern schools .of .he

type we have embarked on — ig proceeding as well as

could be expected. I repeat, it is an experiment. There

is a solid body of teachers and educationalists who
think you should have comprehensive schools and
there is an equally solid body who feel that a large
multilateral school is the right thing. We can only

aim at learning the best suited to our West Indians

from our own community- I want to emphasise that so
long as I have anything to do with Education any
question of a changed curriculum and giving it a
different slant would lie along the lines not of aban-
doning academic education, but abandoning the exal-
ted position which academic education has been given
for three centuries in a place like Barbados. Let us
face it frankly! We have been Victorian in our out-
look on education : and it used to be said in olden days
that the aim of Victorian parents was to take the
brightest son and make him a lawyer, the next
brightest and make him a doctor, and the dullest
when he could not learn anvthine, +hev put him in
the ehurch.

It was nothing like today : shopkeeping was not
respectable and the result has laid so much emphasis
on academic education that we readily deserve to he
«ommended as we are to be commended by peovle
who know of education in this colony, of having
educational institutions Hke Harrison College
and Lodge School of which everybody in the island
can be proud, even in the United Kingdom. But if
in our cornmunity with the wutter impossibility o?
finding jobs for everybody we continue year after
vear at just getting the School Certificate, or the
General Certificate of Mducation, then we are not
doing our duty to the future of Barbados. T am speak-
ing broadly and generally. My aim will be to build
tp a Technica] Tnstitute as much as possible in order
to avoid the danger, of course, of training too many
of the highly skilled type as to make it impossible to
find jobs in Barbados. Of necessity you will find
people in any eommunity who will leave and go to
some other community, but the aim of Governmern?
aid in higher edueation — and I include technical
education in this — should be to train as many peopls
as possible as can be absorbed in your community
and be more efficient in the standard which you have
had, even although incidentally some of the money
you spend on home people will be, so to speak,
lost to the community because these persons
will migrate. You have to preserve that balance as T
said; you have to face up to the fact that things of
that nature will happen.

Before I sit, I would like to say on the other
dimension of Government aid that we propose to
make a change in the award of Barbados Scholar-
ships. Hon. members will remember that when a girl
failed to come up to Scholarship standard, an
amendment was made and the scholarship was given
to a boy who came up to scholarship standard, so
that a fifth scholarship was in faet given to boys,
because no girl since Miss Elsie Pilgrim has won the
Barbados Scholarship. We propose to come to the
Legislature abandoning that, and to put back a
scholarshipy confined to girls; and we also propose
‘to ask the Legislature if a girl does not come up
to scholarship standard, that she be given a less
sum of money provided she comes up to Exhibition
standard. T think it is unfortunate we did mot
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think of that earlier because what is the point of
giving two to the Classical Scholars in a particular
-year, especially to boys who do not seem over anxious
to return to this colony? I am going to throw the
cat among the pigeons now by saying 1 propose to
ask the Legislature to agree to the regulations -vhich
will tie strings to Barbados Scholars so that they
will be entitled to three years, but they will get no
increase over three years unless they sign a promise
to return to give three or five years’ service. Just
by chance I met in the streets in Liondon two Bar-
badians and they both said they were going to the
Gold Coast because the Gold Coast pays more money.
I have talked to all the Barbadiams except one who
had to go and play football while I was speaking
with the others two years ago, and they told me,
tc my great surprise, that they would like to come
back home if the Government would guarantee them
jobs. I was informed that another Barbadian visitor
to the University this year finds a completely dif-
ferent spirit. They feel it is no good coming back
to Barbados for the small salaries we pay. This
island cannot afford, however glorious it may be,
to go on year after year paying for a boy beyond
the normal three years and give extra money be-
cause his tutor writes down and says he is a bright
boy and to give him another year or two. I have
bad an application in which two years had be:n
.asked for even after four years were given, and that
bright boy is doing it with the object of furthering
his studies to get a job somewhere else. In giving
these scholarships, men and women should be en-
couraged to return, because if, and only if obviously
you can offer a man a job as Assistant Secretary in
vour Civil Service or a job at the hospital, only in
such a case would you expect him to come back and
give some years service.

1.25 p.m.

I do not wish to be misunderstood at all. 1
repeat: are we giving opportunities for higher
education in order to fit our citizens? It does not
much matter if a Barbados Scholar comes back her?,
in view of Federation; but it does matter if he goes
off and makes no return to the area. How many
Barbados Scholars, after they have had money spent
on them, feel it their duty to endeavour to make
some return to this Island? I do not think that thet
is unreasonable at all. As long as you have the
cpportunity, you should de your utmost by filling
any place which your ability has absolutely qualified
vou for, and I do not think it is wrong to attach
strings. You have the post of Permanent Secretary,
and you may bring an Englishman, Scotsman or
anybody you like, who has had the same training
as the Barbados Scholar, and you put him in the
post. I will say that all Barbados Scholars feel that
they should get the best out of Barbados and fit
themselves somewhere else. That has not always
been the fault of individual Scholars; it may ba
true that it is the fault of the Government in not
doing something by way of persuasion, or not doing
its utmost to encourage Scholars to come back here.
I repeat, that the trend today has been the trend
of Barbados Scholars to think of anywhere else
except Barbados. 1 say that from my own ex-
perience. The same thing is true with regard to
the Graduates of the University College of the West
Indies.

I take the opportunity of throwing a bait,
especially when we have to approach the question
of Education, that Teachers’ salaries should be
divorced from salaries for Civil Servants, or rather,
other Civil Servants. The Civil Servants have got
to see that the Teachers with all his advantages, is
nevertheless, in respect of certain subjects, a very

difficult man to get in the sense that only exceptional
people become or are horn mathematicians or good
physicists. Therefore, you may have to make dis-
tinctions in salary by which, looked at from the
pure Civil Service point of view by someone who
thinks that responsibility and attendance are con-
gruous, the Secondary School Teachers may have
an advantage on the salary side.

I hope that the Committee will pardon me for
making what, in fact, is an expansion on a second
reading speech, but I thought I should let hon. °
members know what my views are on this matter,
and to give them an opportunity of expressing their
¢opinion on this particular subject. I now beg to
wove that the sum of $1,323,571 be voted under
this Head.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to second -
that.

Mr. BRANCKER: While the Hon. Minister of
Education was discussing Item 50, dealing with
Secondary School teaching and also referring to |
Item 58, dealing with the Barbados Scholarship, {
could not help ecalling to mind the Notice which -
you, Mr. Chairman, have on the Order Paper in -
which you notified us of your intention to move the
adjournment of the House to discuss the speech of
tne Headmaster of Harrison College made on the
last Speech Day. T can quite sympathise with you
as being in the Chair when this matter is under dis- .
cussion. Perhaps if you so intimate, we - might
appoint somebody else as Chairman of Committees
while this Head is being further considered, 3o -
that you might be able to let this Committee have.
the benefit of your views on this subject. If I heard
the Hon. Minister of Education ecorrectly, in ,
referring to the speech of the Headmaster of Har- -
rison College,—

Mr. CHATRMAN: On what Item is the hon.
member speaking? :

Mr. BRANCKER: 1 am speaking on Item 50,
““Grants and Aid, Harrison College, ete.”” and Item
58, ‘‘Barbados Scholarships,” the same two Items
on which the Hon. Minister of Education said that
he had expanded. The hon. member said that in
connection with that speech, he took no notice of
the language at the time with regard to the position
at Harrison College and the stafting there. Now, we
are called upon to vote in respect of Harrison
College, the sum of $113,230, and, of course, the
greater part of that amount goes in salaries to the
Masters. In so far as that matter is concerned, we
have had it made perfectly plain, even although
the results were so good last year in relation to the
Barbados Scholarship that nearly all of the Scholars
came from Harrison College, that the Headmaster
said that due to the fact that people for promotion
in the highest forms did not have the best masters
available to teach them—in the middle forms so e
give them the necessary grounding,—you mneed nos
look to Harrison College to have the same resulta
which are produced now, beecause it is not the man
at the top alone who can help you to achieve singulat
results. There must be the ground work which i
now lacking.

The Hon. Minister of Education ecould have
gone further, because the person who got the highest
aggregate of marks in the whole Island was a Hav-
risonian; he got distinctions in one subject, missed,
another distinetion, got the highest marks in Greek,
passed the Advanced Level in Latin and yet he
was not awarded a Scholarship.

1.35 p.m.

It is not quite clear why he didn’t get one but
he did not get one. The same thing lappened at
Queen’s College. I refer to the proposed revision of
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the Scheme in regard to the award for girls and to
the fact that no girl was up to Scholarship standard.
You will remember in reference to the last Barbados
Scholarships, a Queer’, College girl passed in three
subjects with distinetior but only passed in another.
Hecause she did not get the number of subject passes
she was not considered up to Scholarship standard so
they awarded it to another Classical Student at Har-
risor College. I undersiand that both Classical Stud-
ents are now going to study medicine. It is expected
by the hon. member that because they are going to
the U.C.WIL that they will be returning to this
Island.

The other matter which we discussed with re-
spect to the proposal for the Barbados Scholarship :s
before us. I hope the hon. member will give carefal
study to the subject as regards the masters at Har-
rison College. The Headmaster of Harrison College
has given his warning; therefore he will be exon.
erated. Give the time to education which that port
folio deserves. We were looking forward to the
Hon. Premier giving four-fifths of his time to educa-
ticn and the other fifth to the other portfolios which
he has.

If I may refer to another matter, it is with re-
speet to invigilation a* examinations. 1 would like
tn assure the Hon. Premier that what was done last
year requiring Secondary School Teachers to go to
places other than the schools at which they wers
teaching to invigilate and not asking them to do so
in order to discover the manner in which they would
have taken to it, but more or less requiring them to
do so and sending them off—was not taken in good
spirit. Let us say that you ask a master at Har-
rison College to go to the Coleridge-Parry School.
He will need extra bus fare, some lunch and things
like that. The Governing Body did not even have the
courtesy of asking them if they had any objection.
No master should be compelled to do this invigilation
outside of his School. Gne should not take advantage
of people who would not think of going on strike
although there is nothing wrong in striking.

I submit that this matter dealing with examin-
tion expenses requires reconsideration hy the Minis-
ter of Education in the light of representations
which I understand have heen made to tbe Ministry
or the Director of Education by the Secondary
Szhool teachers of this Island. If you ask them as a
favour to invigilate at other Schools they might will-
ingly agree; but not if an ultimatum is sent arouni
+0 the Head Teachers themselves to notify them that
teacher A, B, C or D is required to go to the Educa-
tion Department or scmewhere or other {o invigilate
at an examination. That is not good enough; it is
not treating teachers with the courtesy they deserve.

There are two other Items, Mr. Chairman, to
waich I would like to refer. The first is Item 46
which deals with janitors at the Elementary Schoo'.
Although that Item appears in the Tstimates this
wear, you will recollect in answer to a question by
my colleague, a Reply was laid on the 20th Septem-
ber last year in which the Government said that the
term ‘‘janitor’’ is misleading as the duties are solely
those carried out by a ‘‘cleaner.”’ The werk is mainly
sweeping the floor; and is sometimes shared by two
or more women. I would like to find out from the
Minister whether he concurs in the views expressed
in reply to that question—No. 52—-that the remun.
eration of janitors is based on the rates fixed under
the Key Scale for labourers and is regarded by the
Tabour Commissioner as equitable. Of course on:
agrees with that because it is a statemznt of fact. I
sm wondering if the Minister wonld say that he, a3
distinet from the Labour Commissioner, regards as
equitable the remuneration of janitors sach as exist

—~ -

today. I know that the Labour Commisswier who is
the person responsible ior labour takes a certain view
on matters; but it does not follow that we should
commit ourselves to that view. We must automati-
cally and unhesitatingly come to the conclusion that
that remuneration is in our view inequitable because
it is remarkably low. It is too low for one to regard
it as equitable.

As you know, in reply to question 52, the Minis-
try went on to say that the person empicyed at St.
liuey’s Senior School was paid $25 in: respect of
part-time work performed during the term. It is.
very well to say that it is part-tirue werk, but you
will realise that it is no question of a person going
i one School and then to another; it s a question
of the time to do that work in. Obviously, you can-
not do the work of a janitor even if 1t takes two
bours to do the job actually when the School is in
session and all the schools are in session at the same
time. I would like to hear whether the Minister
shares the same view as the Labour (Ccmmissioner
that that remuneration is equitabie.

1 now will deal with Item 47, Nutrition, and
the amount which is to be voted to that Item is $126,-
824. This will be about the 8th, 9th or 10th year
in this House when the Estimates were being con-
sidered since I originally raised the question of
Nutrition by the giving of a free hot mid-day meal
for Elementary School Children. You will recolleet,
Mr. Chairman, that twice during this present ses-
sion — on the 20th July, 1954 and again on the
14th September, 1955 — that I queried the Govern-
ment about their intention in regard to the initiation
of such a Scheme. During the last election cam-
paign, that was one of the main points in the crus-
ade. You will remember on the 20th July, 1954
the Government told us that its declared policy was
to provide children at public elementary schools
with a hot midday meal free to all who are unable
to pay for it, and the Government was considering
this in conjunction with other schemes of expendi-
ture on educational matters to be undertaken in the
near future. Then there was a reply made on the
7th June, 1955, when QGovernment was again remind-
ed of this vital and all.important matter from the
educational standpoint, that the Government still
has under consideration proposals relating both to
the provision of a hot mid-day meal to children at
public elementary schools and to the question of
school fees in secondary schools.

Mr. Chairman, what I want to draw to your
attention is that in answer to the first question, as
indicated in the reply to Question 58 laid on the
table of the House on the 20th July, 1954, the Gov-
ernment said that its declared policy was to provide
children at public elementary schools with a hot mid-
day meal free to all who are unable to pay for it;
yet in June 1955, the reply was that Government
still has under consideration proposals relating both
to the provision of a hot midday meal to children
at public elementary schools but leaves out the word
“free.”” I would like to find out whether we are
drifting.

In July 1954 we are considering this ‘‘free to
all unable to pay for it;’’ we are considering it and
it is still a declared policy; but in June 1955 the
Government has it under consideration and the word
“free’’ is deleted or omitted either by inadvertence
or design.

1.458 n.m_

Hon. G. H, ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, it may
help the argument if I said it would be free to all
those unable to pay.
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Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, I was won-
dering if the honourable member knew what was the
reply to my question. Well, you know how many
would pe unaple to pay for it, not less than Yuvo.
‘We live with the people we represemt; we do no.
iive in the eciouds. Wwe know that 90% would be
anable to pay for . As ) said, Sir, there is no
getting away from the fact that this is an urgent
unecessity, and we will be expected to get the best
vesults of what is being expended on elementary
education in this island, because what is the use ot
the afternoon instruction if the child has only had
milk and & few biscuits, which may be nourishing
and so on, but not filling; a few biscuits and a little
milk and having done a lot of work in the morning
vefore going to school like looking after stock, then
walking a mile or so for water, and then going to
school and only during the iuncheon hour have a few
piscuits and some milk. That hot midday meal is
an absolute necessity ; and it is tiue we have an an-
nouncement or pronouncement as to what Govern-
ment is going to do and when it is going to initiate
it. I am suggesting that you start an island wide
scheme immediately. Select two of the poorest
parishes — perhaps St. Lucy and St. Andrew —
and try it; and accordingly you can reduce the rate
per head by the wholesale preparation at some cen-
tral spot, and then you can extend to other parishes.
I hope the honourable senior member for St. Michael
will not disagree with me that if St. Michael gets
priority with water, the poor parishes like St. Lucy
and St. Andrew might with justification claim there

- is a priority for this hot midday meal free to ele-

mentary school ehildren. Anyhow Sir, so long as
the honourable member by his intervention just
now has emphasised that Government on the 20th
July, 1954 referred to a hot midday meal free to
those unable to pay for it, I may first emphasise
and again remind him of the settled si.atement of
policy, it being the declared policy of the Govern-
ment to provide children with this hot midday meal
to all who are unable to pay for it, and I suggest
that this consideration has now been sufficiently]
ample for us to hear of the initiation of the scheme.
Start off with a central scheme in respect of the
two parishes which may be in more necessity like
St. Luey and St. Andrew. I am discussing hot mid-
day meals and already I have members of my side
here talking about their midday meal; and if that,
is true of members of this Chamber who at this time
would already have enjoyed a hotel breakfast and
things of that sort before they came here, what do
you think of the poor child in the elementarv schools
in this island.? X

Mr. F. .. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, there s
only one thing I want to say. I would like to ask
you who has instructed the Marshal with this period-
jcal method of putting the cloek before members of
the Chamber to remind them of the time. We do
not work by the clock and when the time comes for
the clock-work, there is a Public Building clock that
chimes the time, and I object to that method by
which periodically the clock arises from the Clerk’s
table and is put in your face. I am going to be
tempted to knock the clock down one of these days.

Now, so far as what has been said by the Pre-
mier is concerned, he has expanded as he said in a
second reading speech on some of the Items in this
Head. The first one he dealt with was the Notes
that have been circulated in increasing the amount
paid to the Principal of the Evening Institute and

- changing the titles and the salaries. He said among

his remarks that whether there was revision or not,
this would have been doune because owing to the fact
that when Dr. Hamilton left, the Government found

itself in a difficult position. Well I would like to
say here that this is going to create a more difficult
situation for the Government; because an analysis
of this wages structure would show that by what the
Government has now proposed, they are paying sal-
aries in some instances in excess of those you have
already. For instance, you have the Boys’ Foun-
uation School that you are now expanding with the
ileadmaster getting $4,080. Now on this basis you
propose to give the Principal of the Evening Insti-
tute a salary of $4,320. Now, I doubt anyone can
say that the position of responsibility now requires
a man of higher skill or of higher ability to be
Principal of the Evening Institute now that you
have divided the work, because your original pro-
posal with what is the equivalent to the Principal of
the Evening Institute was regarded in the past as
Deputy Principal; it used to run at one time on a
part time basis and then it was done by Dr. Hamil-
ton. When you thought of coupling thz Evening In-
stitute ard the Technical Institute you cffered Dr.
Hamilton $6,000; now you have decided to divide
them you are offering the Principal of the Technical
Institute $5,760 and you have in the Estimates for
the Principal of the Evening Institute $3,600 and
you have now upgraded it to $4,320.

I am suggesting, Mr. Chairman, that when you
begin to look at salaries in the light that you have
now dealt with these, you are not only creating an-
malies but difficulties, hecause you are no: relying on
the pyramids you have constructed: and as soon as
you begin — and I remember the words of the Pre-
mier when representations were made by Civil Sexr-
vants to have their salaries reviewed iv the light of
the pyramids set by Mr. G. H. Adams and also by
Sir Errol Dos Santos — to change the pyramids yon
change the whole structure. What is this going to
reveal? And I would like to make a digressicm t»
sov that some of the remarks made by the Premier
in the House should have been made 1n Committee,
that members of the Civil Service might understard
this before we meet. You should give them the oppor-
tunity of putting their case hefore you, otherwise
how else could they have made a case?

It being 2 o’clock p.m. Mr. SPEAKER resumest
the Chaur and adjourned the House for ihree-quart-
¢rs of an hour.

2.00 p.m.

RESUMPTION OF THE ESTIMATES

On re-assembling,

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment, the
liouse was in Committee on the Barbados Estimates
far 1956-57.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House
resumed Committee on the Estimates, Mr. SMITH
joing in the Chair.

ESTIMATES—Cont’d

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When we were in Commit-
tee before the adjournment, Head XX of the Esti-
mates was being considered. The hon. junior mem-
ter for St. Peter was speaking.

Education~—Cont’d

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, T start-
ed to deal with Ttem 3 in respect of which a note was
circulated dealing with the increase in salary for the
Principal of Brdiston Training College with Item 5
vihich deals with the mcrease for the Prineipal of
the Evening Institute, and also with Iter: 7 dealing
with the increase for the Vice-Principal of Erdiston
Training College. T began to make comparisons with
the salary proposals for these Officers with respect
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to other Officers in the Establishment, and I said
that when we begin to interfere with a post which
Las been established without going through the
whole structure, you not only create anomalies, but
you make difficulties for yourself. [ made a compari-
son with the salary that 1s proposed for the Vice-

Principal of the Evenirg Institute and that of the

salary of the Headmaster of the Boys’ Koundation
School. I cannot pretend to be a salary expert, but
{ do say that such matters should be dealt with on a
seientific basis by someone who is going to look into
the whole salary siructure, and make recommenda-
tions rather than hav: this method of dealing with
the matter whenever an emergency or ar appareat
emergency arises.

If you take another example, and you go to
Lodge School, you will find that the Headmaster «f
the Liodge School receives a salary of $5,250 per an-
num, and that relates to that of the Deputy Director
£ Education. In these proposals which we have be-
fore us now, we see that it is proposcd to give tle
Principal of Erdiston Training Colleg: a salary of
$5.280 per annum. I bhave just mentioned that ‘o
siiow that the original structure must have had some
thing which commended itself to the Government by
which it was created. I believe that it was created
aiter months of study and negotiation wich the Civil
Service and the Government.

Somebody in this Chamber mentioned that the
structure of the Civil Service Association is of such
that it is not a militant body, to say the least of it;
and it is a body of people who really do not exert
themselves enough in such matters on their own
behalf, and these matters are looked upon as politi-
«<al issues. 1 am not concerned with the political
aspect of the matter; I am concerned with the tech-
nical aspect of it, and it seems to me that it is wrong,
in dealing with a matter like this, to pick out cer-
tain posts, and say that these are the ones which you
have to deal with; that in view of the fact that Dr.
Hamilton has left, you have to look at a salary strue-
ture which will it in with the person whom you
want to appoint. It all means that the salary scale
bears more relationship to personalities than it does
to the post itself. I feel that the time has come
when a better approach should be made to such
‘matters.

If you examine what has been stated, it was not
a question of policy; the Hon. Premier said that it
was the intention of the Government to bring be-
fore the Legislature in the near future a scheme or
system to make it possible for a Barbados Scholar
to return to Barbados if a job is available for him.
That, in itself, would appear to be quite sound and
reasonable, but from a practical point of view, that
would be putting on the Statute Book something
which, in essence, would be meaningless. For ex-
ample, a Barbados Scholar is not a worker of the
Government; that sort of system could be worked
in what would be regarded as an in-training scheme
as you have in the Civil Service, or a scheme by
which you make wages of such Officers who are
working for you at present, and you desire to have
better training for them in order that they can fill
posts in your service.

You may have a boy or girl who wins a Barba-
dos Scholarship, and at the time of winning that
‘Scholarship, he or she has not yet decided what
eourse of study he is going to adopt, or the profession
he is going to follow. Some boys or girls take pro-
fessions which are not the type of profession whereby
Barbados could offer them employment; and I do
not think anyone would suggest that a Barbados
Scholar should, of necessity, take the type of pro-

fession, whereby the Barbados Government could
offer him a job. You would be really reducing the
Barbados Scholarship to a farce; it would not be a
Scholarship indeed. I will not subscribe to the view
that a Barbadian who wins a Barbados Scholarship
has more to give to the community than another who
wins any other Scholarship and leaves Barbados to
work elsewhere. If you take an analysis of the
Budget and see what the Government of Barbados
spends on Secondary Education you will very well
see that at Harrison College, to take an example at
random, it costs Barbados approximately $200 per
annum per pupil to educate people there. After
$1,200 has been spent on a boy’s education at Har-
rison College, and he leaves and goes outside and
works, nobody would suggest that he should not take
a job outside.

Another aspect of the matter which you shouid
wateh is your own economic position. Do not fool
yourself ; it is only in recent years since the Barbados
Government had orientated its structure where you
have Executive Grade Officers, and wher: these posts
could begin to attract anybody with an academic
training, because it begins with a salary which nor-
mally did not exist in the Civil Service. In past
vears you entered the Civil Service at the bottom of
the stage no matter how brilliant you were.

Let us make an analysis of the changes which have
taken place. How many available joes do you have
now in the non-technical grades? But in the Adminis-
trative posts, if you can say that you havs four Bar-
bados Scholars per annum which can be arsorbed say,
m five years time, twenty men will be returning to
vou after such periods that they have finished their
training, so that you can say it is necessary to fill our
posts with these people. I do not know if the answer
to your Administrative problem is the matter of the
Barbados Scholars at all; the answer to the problem
is that you must begin to train people in the Civil
Service for higher posts. They are already work-
ing with you and you are going to make sure that
they are at present in your job. That is the best
answer you can find to this problem. The problem
of the (Barbados Scholarship will produce such
difficulties that they do not end there. A boy gets
a scholarship for his brilliance so if at the time »f
his training, he did not have to compete with a flow
of boys who are up to Schelarship standard, it is
only a matter of luck.

2.55 pm.

That is to say, if a boy is sitting the Barbados
Scholarship and there are only six other boys up to
scholarship standard he stands a luckier chance of
getting the scholarship than if he ig sitting the
scholarship with twenty boys who are up to scholar-
ship standard.

Now, you should know that it is hard for you
to recruit a Barbados Scholar if he decides to take
up engineering because that is one job which per-
mits him to work in private industry. But let us
analyse this matter as it should be. In past years
and still to some extent now, how many Barbados
Scholars who studied engineering could find their
way and get a proper job if they did not qualify in
the right pigmentation? It is known that there are
certain jobs which are provided for certain schol-
ars by certain friends. In the past years and even
today, the majority of Barbados Scholars whose
parents were poor and in the lower income group
were forced to take a profession in which they
could earn a living. They either qualified in medi-
cine or law, and in recent years some are going in
for the teaching profession.
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Another thing sbout this matter is that you are
saymng that these Barbados scholars should vcome
hack here and work. I do not agree with that and
from the point of view of old Barbados Scholars,
they feel that they should not be forced to come
back here to pursue their calling because they are
not given the same encouragement in their own
country as they have been receiving outside. The
example of what happened to Mr. Christopher
Springer at Harrison College should be clear in
the minds of people. Here it is that you had a
man who did very well in his scholastic career but
found it difficult to get a job at Harrison College.
Do you think that will be easily forgotten? He
was a man who was qualified to hold a fellowship
at one of the Universities. Owing to the colonial
system which still exists, that permits the Secretary
of State for the Colonies to make certain appoint-
ments, they are not West Indian appointments as
such; you have to qualify favourably with some
people.

I feel if you have awards for people in respon-
sible positions, whether in the Civil Service or the
Teaching Service, that you should allow suitable
officers in your Service to go away for training and
leave your Barbados Scholars out of the question
hecause they are few.

The average school master 1+ Barbados n
the past was slightly better off or as good as a
‘man existing in the Civil Service. He moved just
like some of them moved in the posts; those who
could, qualified; and also those who had qualifica-
tions other than academic, nioved out of teaching
and sometimes went into commerce. We have ex
amples of it, but now the Civil Service has set
a structure. They can provide a school master
with the opportunity of working for a better living
in a shorter time. It means he has to get some-
thing to suppert his family; and many masters and
mistresses are not men and women without the
normal desires of any normal human being, that
Is to raise a family and settle down. Believe me
Sir, you cannot settle down and provide your family
with the necessities of life on the bare idea than
your vocation means so much to you that money is
one of the last considerations. You will find these
are things needed not by one individual but by the
majority; so I feel whatever system is being ap-
proached in dealing with this vexed question of
salaries, it can only be dealt with on the basis of
having an approach on a scientific basis by a Com-
mittee or persons qualified to deal with these mat-
ters. You just cannot deal with them from the
point of view of expediency. If you deal with
them from the point of view of expediency, every
year the Legislature will be asked to adjust the
salary of this or that officer because that officer was
an excellent officer and is leaving to take up a
better job in Nigeria, and the only way to hold him
is to increase his salary; and it is for that reason
that I regret to see these proposals coming at this
time and in advance of the salary revision in order
to have better relationship and also because of what
it is likely to cost.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman I would like to
raise one or two points. I would like to take up
the point about the Commission of Enquiry econ.
nected with our system of education. The way the
Premier referred to it, he gave me the impression
that it is higs portfolioc and to have an enquiry is
going to refleet discreditably on him, and if even he
permits the Commission of Enquiry it will be on
certain aspects. He also referred to the faet that
‘the enquiry into secondary education is earried

out by an KEducation Officer at C.D. & W. He
nas totd us how he 1s going to answer the critlcism
that he does not intend to make Mr. Petter's Beport
public. I cannot concelve of a Soclalist of a so-
called Socialist Government having an enquiry into
any aspect of education and wanting to Kkeep it
secret. Well then, let the Premier pay for it and
the Director of Education; and they can keep it for
themselves. If you claim you have a good educa-
tional system, you can afford to make the results
of the enquiry publiec. You have to satisfy the
people. It is not & criticism; as a resull of the
enquiry you may find many aspects of your edu-
cational system to be highly commendable, but let
us know that. An educational expert does not
necessarily mean a very educated man, and we
have few people in Barbados who ecan judge whether
a thing is right or wrong where education is con-
cerned. They take a natural pride in their chil-
dren and where they expect more than their
capacity can produce, they throw the blame on the
system. It is their taxes that you are carrying on
the whole education system with, so give them the
results of the enquiry. Criticism has been too
persistent in this field of Government’s activity not
to give the clamour some consideration, and give
the people some satisfaction. I would recommend
it very strongly to the Premier that if he has some-
thing guod to be investigated, let us have it investi-
gated.

3.15 p.m.

Let us have an expert to come and tell us what
is there, and Barbadians will apply their expert
knowledge to the expert’s report and tell him
probably that he needs an investigation himself,
or whatever it it. However, I think that the public
demand is sufficiently persistent and there is suffi-
cient reason to demand an investigation. I do
not see that there is any need for any secrecy about
the matter at all. The fact that Mr. Petter’s re-
port is not to be made public has thrown more
suspicion on the system than any result, or lack
of result, could possibly have done; and it is for
that reason that I am pleading with the Hon.
Premier to eut out some of the Conference money
and let us have some people come down here and
enquire into this very fundamental matter.

We have a very outstanding Headmaster’s
Speech in respect of Harrison College, which 1s
the pride of Barbados. That has come after every
aspect of the educational system of Barbados has
been criticised, and I think we are due a guaranteed
and eapable Commission of Engquiry. Unfortu-
nately, we have to ask the people in England to
send out experts; and they are the very people
who are selecting unqualified experts to come out
and teach at our Schools. In this respect, I would
like to say that some of the teaching in our Second-
ary Schools needs an investigation, not only from
the point of view of seeing that the claims they have
for their own education and certificates are right,
but that the qualification for teaching at a school,
I would say, is not whether you have learnt or not,
but whether you can teach. Let us see that these
people can really impart the knowledge which they
claim to have; they are robbing parents of the
fees which they pay, and they are also robbing the
Treasury of the grants-in-aid which are given to
these schools. I have heard rumours, and T am
throwing out that suggestion.

I think that we want some investigation of that
sort and I do not know if Mr. Petter can help us in
this respeet. These people who have certificates,
have them in everyvthing except in being able to
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teach. I am making a plea that since one of ine
Heads of the Estimates has been dropped out, some-
thing like the Techmical Institute or the Evening
Institute, should take its place. Let us have this
Institute running on the basis of Secondary Schools.
In so far as this Amendment is concerned, I have
heard that it throws extra work on the Education
Department to have them there keeping a note of
the vote, and having the Department doing the same.
That does not happen at the Secondary Schools, and
why is the Technical Institute and the Evening
Institute directly under the jurisdiction of the
Director of Hducation? He might not know any-
thing about it, but it is under his jurisdiction, and
the person who comes out as an expert, is eramped,
feeling himself as an employee of the Director of
Education. Do not let us have our Clerks wasting
their time; I think that steps should be taken to
cut out some of this Clerical work which is being
done, and let these people know that we are very
critical of them; because in the past, we have been
let down by the standard which has been set. I
plead with the Hon. Premier not to encourage
criticism and throw suspicion on the system by
making these things secret. Another thing is that
the results of examinations are becoming the prop-
erty of some people in the Education Department;
that is absolutely unnecessary. When we hear and
read of some of these things, they are really dis-
turbing. You know that there is some justifiable
criticism. of what is being done. You may have
people in the Secondary Schools who cannot take
any academic Secondary Education, and T am glad
to hear that we are extending the Technical side of
Education. Let us make a Department like one of
the schools; if it is to be run at Combermere School,
then it might have been run under that system.

T am throwing out these suggestions, but I do
mot attempt to offer any eriticism because it can be
thrown at me that I am not an Educationist; how-
ever, I have an interest in Barbados which has
caused me to seek membership of this House. I
like to take pride in things Barbadian, and I do not
like this idea of boasting in the past. We boast of
producing somebody who could question the
Actuary of the Barbados Mutual (Life Assurance
Society,—Mr. Abel Greenidge, I think it was—and
we boast of producing an Astronomer Royal. How-
ever, we want to have a good system of Education.
The Hon. Premier has said that that is his aim in
the modern Secondary Schools, and I am glad to
hear that; but if you are having dissatisfaction
from people who are expecting more of their
children, then give them the satisfaction of an en-
quiry, and let that enquiry be made from the top
to the bottom. Do not pick out any aspects of the
educational system of this Colony; let it be an
enquiry into the whole educational system, and we
will know how to read between the lines. As a
dependent colonial people, we will know how to
read and be able to tell you something whereby vou
might know how to remedy any defects which we
may have.

3.25 p.m.

We have been going through a system perpetu-
ated from experimentation and God only knows what
would have happened to the system if the experi-
mentalist Mr. Howard Hayden had stayed here
longer. From that time we have gone on with too
many experiments and have not the time to settle
down. Let us get some one to see if we have settled
down yet. There is this talk by the parents that
something is wrong with our havine introduced
age-grouping before compulsory education. T would

like to see compulsory education which was some-
tning to be tried out originally—tried out in the
parish of St. Michael. You get people drifting
mto the City and probably the children making
something by begging. They probably forget they.
should go to school. Let them wunderstand that
when they come into the metropolitan parish, they
will have to go to school.

When it comes to the idea of a hot meal for
Elementary School children, do not let Government
think that it is all expense. When they started
to give Old Age Pensioners 1/6 a week, they did
not think at the time that today they could increase
that amount. You are distributing the national
income and making business with it out of which
Government will get some taxes. By your provid-
ng a hot meal for the children, you will be making
business for the country and as a result you will
get back some of it in taxes. The food you eat
today, you cannot eat again tomorrow. If it is a
million dollars more in business, yon will collect
some taxes from that business. It is a business
proposition up to a point and that is a good thing.

If you give people some of their taxes back in some- -

thing to eat, you ean justify your taxation; you
cannot justity it when you take it and give them
nothing. Tt is a good idea to say that the children
who are unable to pay for it will get it free. I take
it that it will be a meal time at the Schools and
none of the children will know that you are separ-
ating the sheep from the goats. Everybody will
be having the meal together and that, paid, for or
otherwise, will be unknown to the children them-
lselves,

Hon, G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, allow
me to say something now in order to prevent other
honourable members from repeating what was said.
It is utterly and absolutely untrue that we said
that Mr. Petter’s Report will be kept secret. Things
appear in the Aldvocate that are not necessarily
true; in fact, the reverse is true. T repeat: never
for the second has the Department of Edueation
said that Mr. Petter’s Report will be kept secret.
We did not deny it; as a matter of faet, T do not
deny every stupidness which appears in the Adwvo-
cate even though it is not true.

Similarly with the Barbados Scholarship, it
was reported that the full reports are not published.
Let me say that examiners of today are doing what
past examiners have not been doing. Examiners
recently have been giving the results of every child
separately and in some cases giving a most scathing
Report, some of which we cannot publish. You get
them sayving sometimes: ‘‘Bombastic, too full of
himself.”” How can it do for a child to have that
published in a newspaper about him? The only
things which have been coming within recent years
are these individual things. When it is to a child’s
credit we put it in; the minute they say something
which will create a complex, we do not publish it.
Tt is utterly untrue what the Adwocate says about
rettine the Barbhados Scholarship Report. T just
got up to say these two things.

‘When my Ministry denied what was written
in the Advocate—in this case under the name of
Mr. Mce Comie—the Ministry replied pointing out
that the returns came at such a time to the Director
of FAucation that it was impossible for him. to oet
them out on the particular dav. Mr., Me Comie
thoueht that they should be published on that date
but thev just arrived late. There was me special
reason for keeping it back, so I repeat the fact.
Von <av T may be wrong not to reply sometimes if
it iz very important; it is because I cannot muster

A
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up sufficient energy to take sufficient notice of what

.appears in the Advocate.

Mr. LEWIS: 1 rise to apologise to the Hon.
Premier, but it is his fault. I must be guided from
what I have seen.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Chairman, I have a
few comments to make under this Head. The first
is to congratulate the Government on the recent

.appointment of Director.of Education, [A VOICE:

The Government does not appoint the Director of
Education.] I am congratulating the Government

.on the recent appointment of Director of Education.

If the Government was opposed to Mr. Theobald:s,
he could not be appointed Director of Education.
Tt is a significant appointment for the colony and
I will say no more.

It is all very well to talk about Technical
Education ; it is necessary, of course, in this modern
world: but I wish to say that the inability to read
readily now is a very bad failing in our society.
You cannot get anywhere without it. There can be
nothing more important in your educational career

than that you first learn to read correctly. 1 un-
derstand that the weakness in our elementary
schools -is the lack of ability to read. I consider

that that is the first essential to a child’s education.
You can meet many citizens who are technically
but who are technical savages. 1 want
you to produce education for ecitizenship,

3.35 p.m.

When you have got that grounding you can learn

.any technique later. But to learn technique, and not

the art of living in society, and the appreciation oI

‘special values in the growth of a new nation which

we are about to enter now, then it would be a waste
am Aot
one of those serious critics of Government as regards
education. This Government in the last four years
has spent on the service in education $800,_OUQ—~—-
nothing to do with the capital expenditure of building
schools—so I think it is a good record; but we shouid
see further into it that for the great record of finan-
cial expense, you get the worth for it; and as [ wmove

around T am suspicious that we have the worth for

it. I was at the cinema one afternoon and a film on
Nazi atrocities was being shown; there you saw
pictures of starving men and women, skeletons, aid
there were some school girls around fourteen to
fifteen sitting eclose to me who were laughing as tne
film before them. That is the lack of the type of
education we are speaking of.

Under Item 10, we have Lecturer in Agricultui?,
Erdiston College. Now, as we all kpow, this is an
agricultural community. I am not questioning the
figure but I would like to bring to the Yon. Ministor
of Education’s attention that there is no use havirg
much expenditure on agricultural education unless
you have a policy in relation to it of small farm
expansion. Where you have agricultural education
in your schools in the back of your minds, there
should be the expansion of small farm organisation.
We are not teaching people agriculture to make thew:
labourers on the estate; I do not think we have that
intention at all; and Sir, in that respect, T wouid
also commend the expansion of school gardens—yor
now have a pochket-handkerchief patch. However,
school gardens should be consideraly expanded if we
are to get the full benefit in elementary edueation
from the elementary instruction fundamental in
agriculture.

Well, Sir, the few things I wanted to say, I
think I have said them, and T hope all T said will be

.appreciated. But let me again emphasise, we do

not want to produce technical savages; we want to
produce citizens with some knowledge of techmical
education.

Mr. BRANCKER: I am glad both hon. members
for St. John are' in their places and the Minister of
Hducation. Under Item 50 (b) Lodge School, I wouid
like to find out the position, We are asked to voie
$73,711 which includes teachers’ salaries. I would
like to know if those teachers are teaching mnot only
at Lodge School but at the Codrington High Scheol,
and if so whether with the permission of the Ministry
of Education. That is a very important thing, Sir,
as we are called upon to vote a considerable sum of
money : and if pupils of that segregated school ar.
allowed to take advantage of the teaching provided,
we are asking the taxpayers to provide apart from
what is fixed by law.

Mr. BRYAN: Mr Chairman, under Item 63,
Housecraft Centre; the work done at that cenire
has been lauded by all. It has been particularly
useful to those going to the United Kingdom, Canada
and so on, and I have often wondered whether the
idea has oceurred to that Department that they can
do with a little more space.  There is an old dilap:-
dated building close by the Houseerait Centre witich
could be acquired for that purpose. I have often said
that this scheme does seem to need some expansion.
I would like to say—1I said this already—that I notice
that when the young girls, those who are remaining
in Barbados, complete the course, there is no encour:
agement for them to put into practice what they
h&ve been taught; and if we can set up a sales depot,
thev could carry on and put into effect what they
Fave been taught. The earnings derived from that
would tend to assist them to some extent in the
earning of a living.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I suppos:
the hon. member for St. Lucy was in order in raising
the points, but I hope that we will take this as a
debate and the answers given to his suggestious
would invigorate it. The answer given by the Govern-
ment on that point makes it quite clear how thes
teachers work, roughly speaking, and I wish to say,
whatever the effect of my words may be, that it was
with great restraint that T wrote what I wrote ana
did not use stronger language. If 1 were a member
of the Civil Service and I knew that it was my duty
and T was inevitably attached to the performance
of my duty and sometimes working after 4.00 or
4.30, T would feel rather annoyed if I had to do that
constantly for no evertime; but I would feel as a
Civil Servant that these things might happen. A
teacher has more holidays than a Civil Servant:
his salary is fixed with some reference to and com
parable with that of the Civil Servant. 1 have no!
forgotten that it should not be always so or that
they do not always involve equal responsibility; a
teacher has Leave Passage like a Civil Servant aad
so on; therefore to be asked at the end ¢f a term to
invigilate and for any teacher to feel annoyed about
it, is to show he or she is unworthy of being a teacher
but is just looking at the money and the clock. A
very rude letter reached the Department of Educa-.
tion and came on to me from the staff of Combermere
School. T think tkey ought to be ashamed of them-
selves to adopt the attitude they have adopted on
invigilation. I am not going more into that case
There may be something in conneetion with the
answers which the hon. member may wish to bring
out later on. But speaking generally, from the time
T heard that teachers had refused to invigilate i
could not help feeling that we had fallen on evil days
as regards teachers in secondary schools and their
duty to their high calling. T think the hon. member
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has the answer; of course, he has the answer. Again,
I do not propose to say anything more except for
the feeling that because it has always been raised
here we do not always go into it.

The hon. member brought up again what nas
become to the hon. member, I am told, a very press
ing matter and not merely an annual topic—the
question of nutrition and het meals.

3.45 p.m.

I believe the hon. member has had to speed
bis colleague to the United Kingdom in order to see
pow these hot meals are cooked. [Laughter] 1 hav:
no doubt that in the course of time, we shall see &
lot of dempnstrations in the parish of St. Luey as
tc how to cook a hot meal. [Laughter]. However, it
is at least of some interest to hon. members of thisi
House to know that one of their number has trav-
clled 2,000 miles in the freezing cold in order to
Jearn how to keep cold food hot. [Laughter].

I have already pointed out on more than ons
ocecasion in this House that however admirable tha
idea might be, there are two answers to the question
which has been urged on the Government, and there
are two pointers to the Government’s attitude in
this matter. I have already said more than onece
on the floor of this House that even if the children
paid, it would cost over $1 million a year to provide
these hot meals, and it may be a question for consid-
eration whether one should not rather aim at raising
the general salaries and wages of parents. A question
which mneeds consideration—I know it is used a-
gainst members of the Government—is whether it is
pot better to concentrate on giving more milk to
children than giving them a hot meal in the Tropies.
Nevertheless, no Government would be so silly as
1o turn down the means of building up the health
of the younger generation—I mean, te turn it down
jm principle. It is either g question of an extra $1 mil-
lion being spent on a new Hospital, or an extra $1
million being spent on providing a hot meal for the
school children.

I suppose, naturally the Hon. Minister of
Social Services will deal with this matter better
than I could, but T am instructed that the whole
guestion is whether a hot meal should be given to
these children or whether more money should not
be spent on the milk and biscuits to supply the
vitamins which are lacking in the children of th:
poorer classes. I think that Barbados should pride
itself in the fact that this seheme is constantly
¢uoted whenever reference is made to education in
the United Kingdom Dependencies. Whenever you
see any effort being made in schools in the West
Indies, what they consider as an excellent scheme
is the Barbados Government providing milk and
biscuits .I ask hon, members of this Committee to be-
lieve me when I say that this matter is as much in
our thoughts as it is in the mind of the hon. senior
member for St. Lucy. If you charge 6c¢. to each
child, the amount will be $1 million, and if you did
not charge anything, obviously the amount will be
more. Those are things which vou cannot easily
brush aside.

I thought that I might have heard the hon.
junior member for Christ Church speak in connee-
tion with the Foundation School. The hon. junior
niember for St. Peter, in comparing the salaries,
mentioned the salary in respect of the Headmaster
of the Foundation School. That is the salary for
the Headmaster at the present time. Answers have
at least been given to the question of the position of,
the Headmaster at the Foundation School; that
will be the salary of the Headmaster. The basis on
which Headmaster’s salaries are fixed is not the
same basis as that on which that of the other masters
are fixed. 1t may well appear as if the senior Assis-

tant Master is getting as much as the Headmaster:
himself. The hon. member has confused what I said.
about the Principal of the Evening Institute and
tihe Principal of Erdiston Training College. I did
say that for a long time I said ‘No’’ to the question.
of interfering with the salaries of the Principal and
the Viece-Principal of Erdiston Training College
until all salaries had been revised; but when it was.
pointed out to me that the Ireewards and Windwards .
were pressing for almost paternal care by the Prin-
cipal of Erdiston Training College for their stu-
dents, we had to consider the matter and say that.
this is an exceptional case, and it must be treated
as such.

Mention has also been made of Mr. Hammond’s
Speech. I want to say that if I had replied to M.
tHammond a week or two after he had made that
speech, he would have resigned his post. He sug-
gested that he had been constantly after the Gov-
ernment to consider the nuwuber of acting appoint-
ments at Harrison College, the difficulty of getting
Masters and so on, and he left it in the air as if
uothing had been done in that respect. The hon.
Junior member for Christ Church ecame to me with
a Delegation of other members of the Governing
Body along with Mr. Hammond, and I assured Mr.
Hammond thus: “If you say you can get Masters
for less than £600 a year, go ahead and get them,
and I give you my word that the Government would
sapport it.”’ That tnok place before he made that
sneech. Not only that, but the Education Depart-
ment was autihorised or instructed to write to the
Governing Body of Harrison College, and that was
done; yet Mr. Haramond made that speech. Time
kas made me cool down, but if I had replied to Mr.
Hammond immediately, what I would have said
about the feeling I had at what was a dishonest,
speech, would have caused him to resign his post
You do not help a good cause hy overstating it,
and overstating it in a way that if you aim at some-
thing, you give it a different complexion from what
has really happened.

2.55 p.m.

"With respect to what the hon. junior member -
for St. Michael said, only today I was discussing
with the Hon. Minister of Social Services the very
point which he made. We have been considering
it for some time and it is unlucky for us that the-
building adjoining the Housecraft Centre was sold
at the time when Government was not aware of it.
I was telephoned and told that the contract was
going to be signed this week for selling that build-
ing. It was too late for Government to act; so-
Government could do nothing about it. Govern-
ment agrees that the Housecraft Centre should
be developed. Even as part of our placing hotel
workers in Great Britain that will be necessary : and
it is very advisable indeed to train hotel workers
before they leave here. That is one point especial-
ly in our Emigration Scheme to which we will have
to pay some attention. Work in hotels and facto-
ries is the type of work that our workers, so to speak,
have not done in Barbados. We should not allow
that part of our Emigration Scheme to suffer,
because the Labour Commissioner gave the assur-
ance last year that at least 100 people a month could
be placed for a year in those places.

I well remember what the hon. member said
about the Alexandra School. I do not remember
off hand whether they asked this year about it.

The last point to which T will reply is the gues-
tion of the T.odge School. Tt is to be remembered
that all Secondary Schools are private schools aided
by the Government. They are run by Governing
Bodies and if the Governming Bodies had enough-




to apply to Government for aid.

I hope I am not embarrassing the hon. jumior
memper for St. John but I suppose he may be able
to throw some light on the matter. I have not ap-
proached the honourable member himself to ask how
this matter came about but I did let it £e known that
Government could not possibly condone «ny question
of racial diserimination; and if the Lodge School
were helping another Institution—whatever admir-
able motives there are for helping another Institu-
tion—yet because it was helping an institution
which practises racial discrimination, I said it will
have to stop it. It is easy to say: ‘Do not penal-
ise the children of a private school which cannot
provide more than two Mistresses aud have
asked the IL.odge School to provide the Masters.
What the Government has decided is that the girls
who are taught at the L.odge School now and who
are taking the examination thig year in July will
be permitted to remain until the examination is over.

Another thing which leads from the girls of the
Codrington High School going to the Lodge School
for tuition—and I hope that the honourable junjor
member for St. John will tell his fellow-members of
that Governing Body—is that I have been so trust-
ing them that I hawve allowed this estimate in before
getting a word from them that they will carry out
the wishes of the Executive Committee. QOf course,
there are ways and means of extractirg from the
Estimates things which should not be there. In
any event, honourable members will have a chance
later on of giving their views to what should be
the relationship between the Government and these
aided Secondary Schoals.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I was not
going to get up but the impression I got from Mr.
Hammond when he was making his speech was that
we should go ahead the best way we can within the
present Budget. It was pointed out by the Honour-
able Premier that there were other teachers who
¢ould be utilised to advantage for a year. What the
Committee wantedi to bring to the attention of the
Honourable Premier was that there were many
masters at the University College of the West Indies
who would be returning after qualifying t¢ Harrison
College and they would not get the increases which
they expected they should get with their qualifica-
tions; and unless a revision of salaries was made
for these Secondary School Teachers it was likely
that they would be attracted away from Harrison
College. The problem still exists because Mr. Ham-
mond stressed that it wag in the middle school that
he was having to depend on some local masters whe
were of great value to him: but when those teachers
who were taking out a post-graduate course at
the TU.CW.I. returned and there was nol a little
increase in salary for them it would be impossible
to keep them.

4.05 n.m.

That was one of the major problems that was

brought to the Premier; and of course we are waiting

the report of Mr. Petter on the whole structure of

secondarv teachers’ salaries. 1 would really like
that to be brought to the attention of the Premier
because I am much of the opinion that little good
has been done under the existing setup. Now, there
1s another point I did not raise about Foundation

‘School, but in the original scheme—at least tha

scheme that has been submitted to us for the build-
ing — there is a plan for a principle — a Head-
master and a Headmistress. T wonder if at this
stage it has been finally decided wheth.r that will
lie so, because the building is going on and there
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nioney to run these schools they would have no cause | are staff quarters for the Principal. Will that

continue to be or will you just appoint a Headmaster
and a Headmistress without a Principsl? We, the
Governors, cannot understand what would be the
duties of the Principal. It might be a little early
for you to make the decision, but now that the school
is going on,—the Girls’ School will be finished be-
Zore the end of this session—at least we would like
to know as soon as possible.

Mr. LEWIS: Before the hon. member replies,
I would like to say while I appreciate what tha
Premier said about enlarging the Houseeraft centre
there, I would like to say the land on which it is
erected is not Government land. It belongs to the
dethodist Church and I do not think that if ths
Covernment come to the Legislature and ask for
powers to purchase the necessary lands compulsorily,
that they should wait until somebody is going to sell
it. T do not think Government should be excused
for that at all because it might be sold and they do
not know. I am not accepting that explanation at
all.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: There is one point I
would like to have cleared. The Premier said these
schools are private schools and I would not like,-—L
am a Governor of one of these schools,—the Govern.
ors of these secondary aided schools to get the im-
pression that these schools are private schools and
these governors can do as they like; becanse thesa
governors do noi, put any money in these schools.
Some do not have l4e. to put in the schools; so &
would not like this idea to be circulated in Barbados
that they are running secondary schools. The Head-
master is appointed by the governors, as well as
the teachers; and I do not like the impression thau
these are any private schools—-I mean in the sense
that they believe they are running the schools and
they can do as they like.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is.... ...

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : No, No!

Mr. CHAIRMAN: If you are going to address
the Chair, I ask you to address it properly. T ob-
ject to those remarks.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I am sorry Sir. Is tha?
all right? If you are going to put the question thas
members cannot hear, I cannot hear; and I do not
know who else over here heard or preteuded to hear.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: What caused you to get up
and say, no, no!?

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Watching the mumbling
of your mouth ; watehing your lips moving!

Myr. CHATRMAN : You will address the Chair as
vou should.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY . Mr. Chairman, Sir, I re-
gret that I have to speak on this particular Head aftor
the honourable learned Premier has replied. But on
this question of education, I take it you are going to
pin me down to one item, especially since I liave
raised your hair and therefore, before I start 1 am
going to mention the Item. Item 60, Island Scholar-
ship. T again say I apologise for having to say or ask
anything after the Premier has spoken and replied.
University College of the West Indies: I want to find
out something, and may be, the Premier would tell me.
What is the policy and actually what is done with
those scholarships? That is, do they actually recom-
mend the Classics, Mathematics and Science and sc
on, to one, two and three and allow the local authori-
ties to select the winning scholar? Tn other words, do
they actually say that two or three have come up to
scholarship standard and either can be awarded or do
they pin it down to one and say this is the one? I have
raised that for reasons, because quite recently in my
position on the Board at Harrison College, the ques-
tion was raised and I know a dissatisfied parent had
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to be going around taking legal opinion. The result
was that those of us on the Board had to direct the
Headmaster to allow the children to know exactly
what the position was with their marks and so omw.
This is the question I would like the Minister of KEdu-
cation to enlighten this House on, and in so doing
relieve a lot of anxiety and prejudice among the
parents of children who enter for the Barbados Schol-
arships and others at the expense of the people of the
colony. It is not asking any favours. It is just tha.
these scholarships are awarded at the expense of the
people of the colony and so the children are entitied
to know what is the policy adopted. That is the ques-
tion which I pose for the Premier to answer. I again
apologise for speaking after he has replied.

On this whole question of secondary education
I think myself that there is a tremendous lot of cau-
tion which should be taken. Sir, you are aware, quite
recently of what happened in this country with mas-
ters who accepted positions here under false pretences.
Mr. Chairman; that has caused quite a number of
children to suffer. I am among those people wit
really feel that whether they are West Indians or
from other countries, no one can really expect people
to study for any particular degree and come bach
here—and especially when their salaries are compared
with youngsters who go into commercial life after tw.
or three years with possibly no school certificate—
and start off for $80 or $100 a month.

4.15 p.m.

That is simply a joke, and I counse! the Homn.
Lirister of Rducation that the sooner the matter
ig dealt with, the better it will be. There is no ques-
tion of waiting for any Committee to revise the
citire Service: but as soon as possible, the salary
scale for specialist qualified Teachers snculd be re-
vised. I am hoping that the Hon. Minister i
¥ducation will pay very great attention to this
atter.

On the entire question of elementary education,
there is much dissatisfaction. One wonders new if
after you have been relieved of one of your square
regs in round holes which you have had with you for
a long time, whether the situation will te any better.
Sometimes you find in positions men who are very
affable, nice and charming, but whe are most un-
suitable for the particular offices they occupy. L feel
that on this entire question, much is left to ke done.

On the question of Supply Teachers--

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. member help
me with the number of the Item on which he is
sneaking ?

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I am speaking on Irem
&1, ““Relief Teachers.”” On this questicn of Relief
Teachers, only today one saw an advertisement
calling for Relief Teachers. The hon. juuicr member
for St. John has been constantly raising this question
sbout the payment which is offered to thes: Teachers.
I appeal to the Government to see that where you
have these Relief Teachers in schools, zome of them
carrying for two, three or four years, it is mot at
all equitable to have the services of these people
for all these years and only pay them for the days
on which they go to work, You actually want them,
you cannct do without them, if you must augment
vour staff, tut you only pay them for the days on
-which they work.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The hon. mendber was not

here earlier when I spoke, but all of that has been

changed. These teachers are now put on the perma-
nent staff. If the hon. member looks at the figures,
he will find that 67 of these Teachers have been
removed from the temporary staff to the permanent
staff. Therefore, what the hon. member is saying
now cannot. happen.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : What the Hon. Premier
s said is not correct. What has happened, is that
you found you wanted more Teachers and you had
to promote these Supply Teachers; but you are still
carrying on the system of Supply Teachers as you
were doing before. I do not think that the Hon.
I'remier has said what he has said in order to mis-
l.ad us wilfully, but he is so busy that he does rot
know what is really happening. Actually, what we
are cemplaining of still remains to he remedied;.
what we complained of years ago was that you had
Teachers in elementary schools who had between 60
and 80 children to teach. That statemert was not
denied, hut now they have remedied that condition.
They have said that they must take on more Teach-
ers on the staff, and they have gone to the list cf
Supply Teachers and taken the best of ibem, so as
to 1rerease the namber of permanent Elementary
School Teachers. That does not remedy the situation
which this Chamber has complained of. It is a fact
that you cannot do wiihout these Supply Teachers,
and seeing that they are a part of your set-up, it
18 not fair-—and it is not to be expected that a
Socialist Government would ask dozers of people—
purely because you have a number of people with
the quaiification which you need, purely because it
is a question of people on the market, to do thiz
work and pay them only for the days on which they
work. The Houn. Premier cannot say that all the
Teachers who have beer working for all these years
have been taken into the new system.

You have taken advantage of the number of
pveople in the Colony bLecause the market is a big
cpe. If you had been in the position where yon
could not get these teachers -— I hope you will be
in that position, becanse these people will soon be
finding their way to England. What I am saying,
Mr. Chairman, is what you and every ovher member
f the Government will agree with. We have 126
Rlementary Schools; because of the system of
teaching, we must have so many schools. All along
we have been saying that we have too many children
to one school. I challenge the Director ¢£ Education
and his staff to dispute what I am saying because T
was willing to carry them and show them the state
of affairs. You will hesr that somebody has spoken
to the representatives of the people, and that person
was fired. There 1s a lot of vietimisation going on
ip this Colony; as soon as you open your mouth
to a member of the House of Assembly, you are
pushed out and fired.

1.25 pm.

‘What I submit to the House today is this: yon
have 126 Elementary Schools with a number oI
children in them, and yeur recognised policy is that
vou must have so many teachers to so many children.
1f that is so, prepare for it in like manner. I challenge
this Government to say that it is providing the re-
quisite number of teachers for children in Elementary
Schools in the year 1956. It is still doing what a
Tory Government would do. Upon that aspect of your
policy on education, you should cease to take
advantage of Relief Teachers. You are now trying
also to take advantage of some honourable members:
it seems that unless something comes at them, it is not
their duty to express an opinion on it on the floor
of this House. I make bold to say that T am here
to express an opinion whether it be on a matter which
comes home to me or not. I look at things in a broad
way. I come across people suffering from these hard-
ships. Does the honourable senior member for St.
Joseph think that because a girl or boy wants a job
and is glad to take one actually at the bottom of St.
Luey that if the rain falls or the sun shines, he or
she must get there and if he has to turn back be-
cause the rain falls, he does not get any pay for that
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day that is right? It is inhuman. You have to
keep Relief Teachers because you are not keeping the
number of teachers which ycu require in the School

1f you take up the ‘‘Advocate” newspaper of today
you will see that a number of Relief Teachers have
been advertised for and the notice sets out that they
must have five certificates. Now, these teachers must
have these certificates and then you give them the
paltry sum of 7/- per day or something like that.
Added to that, if they do not work a whole day they
dc not get paid for it, and during the hurricane when
the Schools were used as shelters they got nothing.

I read a debate which took place in the Other
Place in which a member wanted to enquire into
the system of education in this colony. While he
nay not have the same reason as I, I am saying
that it strikes me that after certain educationists aré
elevated to certain positions and are sitting right and
tight and are satisfied that their pensions are good,
they seem not to worry any more; they take very
little interest in matters of education.

I suppose when I make such a sweeping state-
ment like that which I am going to make you will
want to fire every Relief Teacher in this Island. Now,
you are ecalling for certain qualifications from a
person who wants to teach. I think a tremendous lot
of time is wasted by using qualified Elementary
School Teachers to do work which a sort of assistant
to a teacher should de. Just as you have an assistant
in big countries at Hospitals where there are nurses
and where it has been found that it would not pay to
use a trained, qualified nurse to do the minor jobs,
therefore, they brought about the system: of a Nurses’
Aid or an Assistant Nurse, so, too, you should have an
Assistant Blementary School Teacher.

‘What is happening in Barbados with our eduea-
tion system is that it is taking & different turn today
from what it was before. I am one of the managers of
some of those schools. If I may digress for a moment
I will tell you this story. A Clergyman put my name
up to be a manager of an elementary school. A gen-
tleman from the Department of Education had the
audacity to ask if he could not find somebody else to
be a manager; if he did not think I would cause too
much confusion. He was right, because I would not
be one of those people who would sit on the Board and
take things lying down. So long as I was there, I
was going to ask questions, I was not going to be one
of those who would hold their heads down and say,
““Yes, I agree.”’

I am going to make a suggestion to the Hon. Min
ister of Education and I think it would relieve a trem
endous lot of your teachers. If you go to any elemen-
tary school today you will find a number of teachers
who are assigned to the nutrition scheme. They have
to devote their attention to that scheme and not to
teaching possibly for a whole day during a week or
some appreciable time. They have to share biseunits
and milk to the children and then see that the cups are
washed and put away. I will ask this question: Are
we getting the best for the money we are spending?
It is mecessary to take a Higher School Certificate

girl with all her knowledge of school management

and what not and ask her to devote her time to
sharing biscuits and milk and seeing that the cups
are washed and put away rather than to teaching
the necessary subjects in school? Can you not have
an Assistant Teacher to do that?

4.35 pm.

We have a tremendous lot of young women in
Barbados who would be glad for work. Tt is going
to make things worse if I suggest it, but if anybody
outside of Government suggests anything, they do it,
because the type of people you have in official circles
here and who hold office are afraid or so small that

they cannot adopt or put anything up, but this hon.
Chamber wiil agree it is not absolutely necessary.
When you walk up there you will find a teacher
paid to teach and she has to attend to the milk and
viscuits. Ask the Director to put up some scheme.
L appreciate the Minister of Education has dealt with
thet. Have Directors and assistants and what not,
hut surely you can suggest some of these views, and
you will be rclieving qualified teachers to do that
work they are suited to do. Remember, I &m not
saying this because any teacher has complained, far
from it. Not one hag complained; but I realis: the
shildren are not getting the best when you have
teachers who must be devoted to thewr job and also
deiailed to do that type of work. ‘tbe children will
suffer. Then as a result you have one teacher caring
for s0 many in a class. I am suggesting that you do
not actually need a super-qualified teacher to do that
work in the schools; and therefore, it would be a good
idea if the Government in the very near future would
employ a scheme by which there would be teachers’
assistants to look after detail. Anyway, you would
not have to have them in the same grade as regards
salary, just like girls going to England to become as-
sistants to nurses, (some without gualifications, to
become domesties), so they will accept the position in
your services. I throw that out as a suggestion and
I make bold to say you will be relieving better people
to do the actual teaching in, the schools. Yoy will be
creating a system to have people assistant to the teach-
ers to do detail jobs in the schoolg and it would not
only be a question of employment; it would be better
for the educational system,. I think, Sir, there is one
other question which I would like to raise. We have
been for a good many years thinking of the increase
in the number of scholarships and although I was not
here, the Premier has intimated he is going to adopt
the principle of maintaining a scholarship for girls.
I have got a note to sound and it is this: on the ques-
tion of education—may be a lot of people are afraid
to say it—we have done well to inerease our votes and
our number of Barbadians for higher education; but
while I have never been in favour, Sir, T do think it is
a secret, because I do not see the country being able
to stand up to a system of free secondary education,
although the present Government had that as part of
its platform. You cannot fool people with that be-
cause you cannot afford it now. Therefore, T am
quite straightforward to say again that I do not see
the prospect of free secondary education for Barbados
at the present. But in the absence of that Sir I
think we should not merely concentrate on higher
education to the extent of giving more scholarships
to Universities.

Now, if you like, take it that your Barbados Schol.
arships have increased from one to five, 500% ; can the
Minister of Education say to what extent the scholar-
ships from elementary schools to First or Secondary
schools have been increased by Government vote?
Will he therefore not admit that there is the absence
of an appreciable increase of boys and girls to have
an opportunity to go into secondary schools at all; so
merely by increasing the number of Barbados Schol-
arships, he is creating a top-heavy structure. Im
other words, I remember well before I came here that
somebody suggested then that you should have in-
creased the Junior and Senior-to-First Grade by
500%. It is true that everybody should get the op-
portunity of winning a Barbados Scholarship, buf
you know the older you get the more you think of
this; it is not the scholar nor the University gradu-
ate that runs the country or the world. I for one
would prefer to see—not that T am against the five
scholarships—a greater opportunity given to a great-
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er number of persons to enjoy scholarships at first
and secondary schools in this country. In other
words, it would, be well for the Government in power
to say not only that we have given opportunity to five
Barbados scholars, but we have also given opportunity
to 200 or 100 more Barbadians who attend elementary
schools to get a free scholarship at a secondary or first
grade school in this country. I am suggesting to the
Government they should increase the number of schol-
arships or exhibitions at Lodge School, Harrison Col-
lege, Queen’s College, Combermere School and so0 on.
I think myself that that in itself would in the absence
of free secondary education be a very correct thing to
do. On the other hand, T would not be true to my
constituents and to myself if I did not sound thig as
a warning: The feeling is with some of these gentle-
men who win these scholarships and go to England,
they seem to forget that although they have merited
them by brain and hard work, that they have received
them from the expense of the taxpayers of this coun-
iry; and the snobbery of these doctors and lawyers
leaves a lot to be desired. For indeed some of the
Barbados scholars when they become doctors or law-
yers even forget the school teacher who had to teach
them in the secondary school. And they have the
audacity to say the white boy is full of snobbery ? That
is the best thing for them. They themselves practice
the snobbery as much among the same black-headed,
black-faced children; they themselves practise the
nasty, lowdown snobbery in treating their own family
in such a way that indeed they appreciate how the
other people snob them. They appeal to members
like myself when they are smobbed. They were not
the people who put me here.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable senior mem-
ber for the City is not addressing the Chair. Let me
Lnow the Item on which you are speaking.

4.45 p.m, oo

Mr, E. D. MOTTLEY: Examination expenses,
Ttem 34- I have no more to say on that. I am sure
that has touched your corn. That would be very pal-
atable to you because you know it is true. )

Now, Sir, Mr. Chairman, therefore on this entire
question of the educational system in Barbados. I
counsel the Government to go very carefully into it.
Some years ago there was the question of age group-
ing and what not, but one did not stop to wonder if 1t
was going to work well or not. )

I was saying, Sir, that everybody could not sit
here quietly and not iet these gentlemen know that
we are fully conscious of the fact that after they
have got their scholarships and are qualified. we
expect them to return here and assist the Country
I take it that those who have had the opportunity
of going to the Universities should be able to help
other people and not merely perpetuate the oldtime
system. I hope that the questions which I.ha.ve
posed to the Hon. Premier will be given cousidera-
tion by him, and above all this question of the in-
erease in exhibitions to First and Second Grade
Schools. I hope that that question will be given
serious consideration in the very mnear future.

I am one person who will appreciate the fact
that you cannot talk about giving fre: Secondary
Education, when there are so many other things to
he done. I say that these exhibitions should be in-
creased 300%, if not 500%.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I give the hon. member
the assurance that Regulations in this regard have
teen prepared by the Director of HEdneation and
submitted to me, and they will go much further than
the present system.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: What about the ques-
tion of the Barbados Scholarship?

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The hon. member haa
sgked about the University College of the West
Indies. The examiners are not local examiners; they

go around the Islands and decide whe have come
ap to entrance standard.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I said that
great dissatisfaction among parents.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Nobody locally has any-
tning to do with this matter.
bod Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Do they recommend any-

ody —

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The hon. member asked
about the University College of the West Indies.
and I told him that the examiners go wround from
time to time. They are due to be here next week.
They set the examinations and they award the
scholarships. As regards the Barbados Scholarship,
they give a list and they set out the order in which
neople have come. The examinations ar: now set in
four classes, Science, Mathematics, Classics and
Modern Studies, and it is on the reccmmendation
of the examiners that the Scholarships are awarded.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Chairman, I was not
bresent earlier when the Hon. Premier dealt with
this matter, but he is aware of what actually hap-
pened on the last occasion; the parent of one of the
candidates actually heard some whisper that the boy
had got more marks than anybody else, and that
parent wert into a Solicitor’s office to enquire about
certain things. What happened was tha; -me bov
was said to have got more marks than anybedy elsé,
an'd his father was actually tempted to get legal
opinion as to what he could do in eonrection with
this matter. It has happened with Messrs. Thorne
and Daisley; it has actually happened here already
£ T had a child who, I heard had got more marks
than anybody else, I would move Heaven and Earth
i~ order to see what the position is. I am therefore
asking what the positior. is; what did the examiners
say? Did they award any scholarships? We have
never been able to get any information out of the
Jeadmaster of Harrison College or the Director of
Education. The person who has to ciear up the
matter is the Hon. Premier. I am trying to avoid the
suspicion which is going around.

4.55 p.m.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The Director of Educa-
tion and the Headmaster of Harrison College are not
the last persons. As far as I know, since the Barba-
dos Scholarship started, the Examiners say who is
first. I went through the results of 30 consecutive
vears and there is no instance of leaving it to the
Education Board. There was a case where Mr. Free-
man Boyce and Mr. Belgrave tied in Classics, and
the Examiners said it was extremely diffieult t»
separate them. No choice is made here. The Examin-
urs go as far as to say: ‘“we recommend s¢ and so
for the Hawkins Memorial Prize.’”” Everything is
said by the Examiners and the Executive Committee
goes by the Examiners’ recommendation.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I am wondering
what is the Government’s answer to giving the pres-
ent accommodation in Secondary Schools free. T
claim that on page 134 of these Hstimates—and T
must be grateful to the people who compiled these
Estimates for giving those figures—that the amount
rollected in School fees from those Secondary Schools
amounts to $147,549; therefore, if Government agrees
to pay that amount, there will be no need for School
fees. There is a method of admission to Government
Ajded Secondary Schools. Tt is not by money or by
cclour. The children have to sit an entrance examina-
tion, so you are guaranteed now that only those chil-
dren who are capable of benefitting from Secondary
Education can enter the school. There was a time
when so long as a parent could pay the School fees
be eould get his boy to oceupy a space in any of those
schools. T am glad to see that there is a system now
for entrance to those schools and that there is super-
annuation although some people disagree with “t
simply because they hope that one of these days

there was
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their children will be able to benefit from the educa-
tion you are giving.

I kngw some honourable members of this House
will say that if you provide secondary education
free, you will have to build schools to carry every
boy or girl of the age. I answer that by saying that
primary education has been free for very many years
pow. Have you got schools enough for it? Have
you introduced a system of compulsory education?
1f you give your present accommodation in Secondary
Schools free, you will not have to consider awarding
Scholarships to anybody. This country ean afford
to give secondary education free. According to these
Estimates, the amount of $137,5649, to pay for free
secondary education is nothing to this Government
which has over $2 million in revenue for expenditure
acerued in the course of a year. For several years
they have collected a balance between Revenue and
Expenditure of $2 million. [A VOICE: What about
the Private Secondary Schools?] You say that some
people have Private Secondary Schools and they
charge pupils school fees. Do they not charge more
than you charge at your Secondary Schools? Yeu
are making up the difference now and if you use
vour money wisely you wili be able to help some 0%
those people who have successful secondary schools.
Perhaps, you can offer the Headmasters of some oi
those schools a pension or something of the sort.

Mr. Chairman, when I say that this Govern-
‘ment is going to train policemen and is giving

Mr. CHATIRMAN: I do not see anything of
policemen here.

Mr. LEWIS: I am talking on the grants to
Secondary Schools. On page 134 of these Estimates
the sum of $147,549 is set down as the amount of
vevenue you collect from those schools. In last year’s
Tstimates you voted $7,000 to train policemen and
this year you are voting $21,000 for that purpose
If you collect only approximately $148,000 in
revenue from, those schools, at least you can try it
out for ten years.

3.05 p.m.

on. G. H ADAMS: Since the honourable
member needs an answer, 1 will give it to him. Hs
said that the children have to sit an entrance exam-
ination and that is so. The forms are already out
Now, you only have room for 60 places at one school
but there are 100 boys who sit the examination and
are up to standard.

Mr. LEWIS: Tell me, Sir, what are you doing
with the boys who pass the entrance examination
and cannot get into the schools? Can you answer
that question? What are you doing about it? When
you have 200 people and you have five places, what
do you do about them? You do nothing because
you have not got the room. It does not seem to be
any of your business.. When is the last time you
built a secondary school in Barbados? You are going
to rebuild Combermere School; that is all you arz
planning for. You are rebuilding Foundation
School; you are not building new ones, and with
technical education and secondary modern education,
these people who cannot take technical education
will get something. Let us consider the number of
children who have passed the examination and have
not been admitted and let us come and vote monev
to accommodate them. So what is the idea of not
being able to give everybody free education? Give
the space you have now free; create a situation in
which your attitude is to give free education and
when you build more schools it will come.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Chairman, as I have
been challenged, even at the risk of prolonging this
debate, the honourable member is .labouring under
one of his famous impressions. - -

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Under what Head are you
speaking ?

Mr. VAUGHAN : Under the same Head as the
honourable member. Item 48. Anyway, Sir, I have
gone into research on this secondary education. No
one in this country, least of all a progressive poli-
tician, could be opposed to free secondary education.
If we are to accelerate our programme towards
nationhood especially, free secondary education is
very deserving. But what is political is not practical,
nor financially possible. The honourable member is
saying it would cost the Government the fees the
schools are now receiving. It would not. He misses
the subsidy. Secondary education costs $517,000;
the fees received are approximately $150,000. If you
release these fees secondary ducation would ecost
Government $600,000. Free secondary eduecation
would cost the subsidy plus the fees now received—
$600. But it is something further than that; take
300 people in a school, each place would cost Gov-
ernment $200; two thousand are leaving elementary
schools annually and with free education, multiply
t}.lat two thousand by $200 a place and that would
give you about $400,000 additional for the firsy
year. In five years, free secondary education alone
would cost Government more than the whole system
of education is now costing. So you can see how im-
possible it is for the Government in the present
{inancial system to embark upon this scheme.

Mr. LEWIS: He means this: that there are two
thousand children leaving elementary schools who are
entitled to it. When I started off, I really did not call
the name or the constituency of the honourable mem
ber. T took it for granted that he knew that we were
voting money to these schools already. I did not
know I would have to mention that. The figures are
here, $664,577. He is going to vote $517,028 and I
told him to add $147,000; and he tells me I would
have to add them together as though neither one is
being voted now. If I thought that would be the type
qf mentality that T would get from secondary educa
tion, I could not possibly support it.

Mr. Chairman, when I was talking on the
Estimates I read out all these figures, but he was so
stifled and his brain was so befuddled that he thought
I was talking nonsense. T excuse him. He wag not
thinking at all. Add $150,000 to this vote and no
body will have to pay school fees. Isn’t that right?
Two thousand leaving elementary schools does not
mean they can take academical secondary education
even if they could provide the place, and Barbados
cannot be so exceptional as to have that. You are
providing other schools for people with a different
bent and T am glad to see the ones you superannuate
may have a bent for using their hands and going into
the erafts.

The question that the sum of $1,323,571 be voted
under Head XX was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

On motion of Hox. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS
seconded by Hon, M. E. COX, Mr. CHAIRMAN
reported progress and asked for leave to sit again
and Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reporte
accordingly. '

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: T beg to move
that this House do now adjourn for half an hour.

Hon. M, E. COX : "I beg to second that.
The question was put aend Mr. SPEAKER

adjourned the House accordingly.
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On re-assembling,

ESTIMATES—Cont’'d

Mr- SPEAKER: On the adjournment, the
House was in Committee on the Estimates for
1956—57.

ESTIMATES

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the Houss
resumed Committee on the Estimates, Mr. SMITH
being in the Chasr.

Mr, CHAIRMAN: On the adjournment, Head
XX of the Estimates had been passed.

Head XXI — Science And Agriculture

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I think that
the Hon, Minister of Social Services had promised
to get some information for the hon. junior member
for the City relative to the Revolving Fund in con-
nection with the Lancaster Factory, under Head
XX1 — Secience and Agriculture- I understand that
the information is here; therefore, let us have it.

Hon. R. G- MAPP: Mr, Chairman, from the
information which I have about Lancaster Factory,
a Revolving Fund was established in 1943, and the
amount credited to the Fund was $76,800. The
accounts of the Factory are being audited by the
Audit Department at present, and the audited State-
ment will, as a matter of course, be laig before
the Legislature as soon as it is ready. This sum
of $15,000 is to meet the ordinary expenses of the
Factory during the next Financial Year, and a part
of this amount will be recoverable,

I may mention that this Fund has been gradually
depleted through losses on the working of the Fac-
tory, chiefly in the processing of the food crops,
during the past five years. As hon- members will
know, the Faetory is used chiefly for processing sur-
plus food crops, and it is necessary to keep the Fac-
tory in a working state, so that when the surplus
provisions occur, the Iactory can process them.
Apparently, there has been some loss every year in
that respect.

Hon. members will, of course, appreciate the
fact that after the recent Hurricane, the Factory
proved very useful in salvaging some 50 tons of Hur-
ricane damaged corn; this corn was taken to the
Factory and kiln dried. As I have already stated,
the accounts are being audited at present and we
will lay a more accurate statement on the table of
the House when these accounts have been got
through. The Hon. Minister of Agriculture proposes
to lay a statement on the future policy with regard
to this Factory, and the plans in relation to its
use in respeet of an increased production of local
foodstuffs, I think that plans are being made now
to make far greater use of this Factory in processing
this increased amount of foodstuffs.

The question that the sum of $634,224 be voted
under this Head was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Mr. ALLDER:
re-committed.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Which Head?

Mr. ALLDER: Head XXI: There are a few
comments which I would like to make in connection
with this Head. What I want to suggest to the
Government is this: I notice that there is no increase
in the provision —

Mr. F. I, WALCOTT: On a point of Order.
The hon. member cannot come into the House and
ask to have something recommitted, and then begin
1o deal with it before it is recommitted.

I am asking that this Head be

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I was only giving the hon.

member a chance as the Hon, Premier had asked

sotto voce what the points were, However, the hon-
senior member for St. John is out of order.

Mr. ALLDER: I believe that the Government
would permit the recommittdl of this'Head. When
I came in the Committee, I was in my place, and
even when we were —

Mr, CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is out of ’

order. He should move for the recommittal of this
Head.

Mr. ALLDER: All right, Sir, I beg to move
that this Head be recommitted.

Mr. GODDARD: I beg to seecond that.

Hon, G. H. ADAMS: 1 suggest that the hon.
member should tell the Committee why he wants a
recommittal of this Head.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The hon. member was
sitting at the dining table. The bell was rung so as
to summon hon, members to this Chamber, and the
hon. member felt that it was better for him. to carry
on a conversation there than come into this Chamber
and deal with the points with which he wanted to
deal. I do not think that hon. members should be
delayed in order to accommodate the hon. member;
I do not know if the Government is willing to accom-
modate hon. members on this sort of pretext that
you can have recommitted something which you did
not have the opportunity of dealing with, The con-
sideration of this Head was postponed because cer-
tain information was not available, but we cannot
be held up because the hon, member was carrying
on a conversation instead of being here.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I was not trying to ac-
commodate the hon. member.

Mr. ALLDER: The reason why I am asking for
a recommittal of this Head ig this: I just wanted to
draw to the Government’s attention its failure to
make provision for inereased food production. The
people of this Colony have to purchase certain items,
and it is a very noticeable fact that we do not seem
to be making any attempts—

Mr. CHATRMAN: Let me put the motion for
the recommittal of this Head to the Committee.

6.00 p.m.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman—

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am speaking.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: With the greatest re-
spect, Mr. Chairman, I am always willing to abide by
your ruling: but it is rather annoying when I stand
up to speak you tell me I cannot do this or that.
‘Whatever may be your ruling, I intend to abide by
it, but I object most strongly to your being told by
the members of the Government that you should do
this or that. They are trying to belittle you.

[VOICES: Order! Order!]

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: You hear now, Sir,
what they are saying. They are implying that you
cannot keep order in this House.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I cannot strike him in his
mouth,

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr, Chairman am I in
order to say that a motion was made for the recom-
mittal of Head XXI?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Allow me to explain. The
honourable senior member for St. John is asking
leave for the recommittal of Head XXT and there is
an objection. I am asking you to allow me to put
the motion:

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Am I entitled to speak
on the recommital of the Head?

Mr. CHATRMAN: There is nothing for you ta
speak on.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: T am entitled to speak.
Leave has been asked by the honourable senior mem-

A
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ter for St. John for fhe recommittal of Head XXI. 1
am saying in support of the application for leave for
the recommittal that there is just ome question
which I would like to ask under the Ilead and it
is nothing to hold up the Head. I am sure the Gov-
ernment will readily agree to it; they would: hardly
objeect to it ’

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Did you say that you want
to make a few remarks on the Head? If so wait and
see what will be the outcome of the voting.

Mr. BE. D. MOTTLEY : Before the vote is taken
I want to show the Hon. Premier that there is justi-
able reason for asking leave for the recommittal of
the Head, )

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Is he appealing for
something ?

Mr- E. D. MOTTLEY : I do not want to hear
any rules from him. I do not have to ask anyone any
favours. I am speaking in support of the motion for

application for recommittal of Head XXI and I can

speak on it.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Allow me to put the ques-
tion.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : The reason why 1 got
up to support leave being granted is because 1t_ha_s
been intimated that there is objection tc it, so 1t is
cbvious what is going to be the outcome of the vota.
I want to ask one or two questions.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You cannot ask questions
unti] leave for the recommittal of the Head is grant-
ed.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I know that. Allow me
to say that I am absolutely sure that such enquiries
as I shall make on the Head will do the Government
well. There has been a certain atmosphere in which
these enquiries have been made officially but they
have not been brought to the motice of the Govern-
ment and that is the reason why I got up to say that
I support the question of leave for recommittal cf
Head XXI.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Allow me to put the ques
iion. The hon. senior member for St. John is asking
leave for the recommittal of Head XXIi. If there is
no objection.

Hon. M. E. COX: I object.

The questiom was put and resolved in the mega-
tive, the House dividing as follows:

Ayes: Mr. BRANCKER, Mr. VAaugHAN, Mr, Avri-
DER, Mr. Gopparp and Mr. B. D. Morruey—-5.

Noes: Hon. G. H. Apams, Hon, Dr. H. G. H-
Cummins, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon- R. G. Mapp, Mr.
EoLoer, Mr. F. L. Warcorr, and Mr. J. C. MorTLEY

— . ]

Public Library

Head XXII, Public Liébrary, was colled.

Hon. G- H. ADAMS': I beg to move that the
sum of $20,506 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. B. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr, Chairman, as you know,
this is one of the important hardy annuals. This
is something like giving free hot meals to elementary
school children and securing an increase for jurymen.
I will deal with Item 18, Reading Room, first. This
is a matter which I refer to every year and I am
always promised that it will receive either more con-
sideration, or further consideration- Last year 1
was promised that it would be given better consider-
ation. I refer to the opening of the Reading Room
&t least until 10 o’clock p.m. so that people who work
all day would have the opportunity of going home for
dinner and, then going to the Library and avail them-
selves of the accommodation of the Reading Room.

1 would like to know if the Minister responsible
for this educational department has anything to add
to what he said last year, the year before and the year
before in connection with the opening of the Reading
Room on nights.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I would like to
ask the Minister in charge of this Head & question.
There was a suggestion made for the setting up of a
Branch Library in St. John and this House passed
an Address in July 1948 to bring about such a con-
dition. Recently, there has been the construction of
buildings for a Post Office and Community Centre
in the parish and one would have thought that
the opportunity would have been taken to attach a
Branch Library for that parish to one of those build-
ings; but nothing has been done. I understand that
the matter went as far as a suggestion being made
that some property would have been acquired for the
purpose, but I see no provision in these HEstimates
for it.

I would like to say that it is a very needy case
in that parish. Some time ago, a few books were
sent to the wife of the former Rector of the parish
to be loaned to people, and they used to lock them up
in the eellar of the Rectory which caused the reading
public to have some difficulty in getting them to
read.

615 p.m.

It is of no use the Headquarters of the Library
in Bridgetown sending books out to a resident’s home
to be stacked away under the cellar and other out-
of-the-way places, when it is very easy to have a
public building in the parish where an officer or
so could be attached for the purpose. I do not know
what is the intention of Government but certainly it
is easy to have the erection of a building to accom-
modate a library service. You have got the Post
Office which has recently been built at Cross Roads.
There is sufficient room there, and I discussed it with
a couple of officials and they are favourably inclined
to such a suggestion, but that it all depends on the
decision of the Government. You have got a Police
Station at Four Roads and there is sufficient room
there that if it were the intention of the Government,
they could easily add on an additional room. to either
of the two properties which they already own there.
In addition, there is & community centre in the parish
where I am told intelligent discussions and things of
that sort are to be carried on, and even there, Sir, a
part of the building could be utilised for the purpose
of a reading room and the keeping of such literature
as the library has to offer- I am hoping, Sir, that
the Hon. Minister will make a statement in that
respect.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr, Chairman. I do not hope
for any statement or ask for any excuse: neither am
I accepting any. I am making an accusation. The
Minister does not think a Library for St. John impor-
tant enough. That is the only way I can sec it. He
does not think that the parish of St. John is impor-
tant enough to have a Library and I am not accepting
the excuse that ‘‘Janet’’ prevented it or anything
else. T see a lack of appreciation in things cultural
where the Ministry is coneerned. They just do mot
think that the type of people up there are particular
about reading. You will be amazed to see the type of
books some barefooted people pick out to use. St.
John is remarkable for its educational institutions,
particularly Codrington College. The people up
‘there are accustomed to a certain cultural outlook;
they mixed with cultural people and institutions
very dear in Barbadian historv and I eannot at all
be sympathetic with the Minister’s indifference. It
is time for us to have one. We are at a stage in our
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history where the acceleration of culture is overdue,
and I think that the Ministers concerned do not look
upon this department of development as important
as they should. It means everything to us and to
the West Indies as a whole—the importance and the
appreciation of a higher standard of a cultural civil-
isation. I am mnot accepting any excuse for not
having one at St. John,

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Item 13. Mr. Chair-
man, I would like to know from the Hon. Minister
for Social Services if the Branch Libraries—espec-
ially the one in St. Philip—have a permanent staff.
Well, I think, speaking subject to correction, that
the Postmistress is doing two or three jobs and 1
wonder whether he would consider appointing some
assistant to take charge of the Library. I do not feel
it is good emough. With all respect to the Postmis-
tress; she had the Postmistress’ job, the Old Age
Pension Officer’s job, and now the Assistant Library
job. That is going too far. I do not want to be too
drastic but I hope the Hon. Minister of Social Ser-
vices will see and make a change in the running of
this Branch Library at St. Philip as soon as possible.
‘This is a case of giving one person all the food, and I
do not subscribe to it at all

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is that the sum
of . ...

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, the hon mem-
ber.... ’
Mr. F- L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I rise
on a point of order. The hon. member is out of order.
He cannot rise when you are putting a question. If
he has an objection let him rise before and if he does
not know what words to choose let him remain
seated.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, everybody eannot
indulge in gate crashing like the hon, junior member
for St. Peter. .

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1 am again appealing to
hon. members that if they are going to speak not to
wait until I have got half way with the question and
then get up with ‘‘Mr. Chairman.”” I will hear you
now, but I will not hear you on another occasion.

Mr. ALLDER: What I was saying, Mr. Chair-
man, is that questions were put to the Minjster and
one was waiting to see whether the Minister would
answer.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: It is quite
evident that I do not have the file now. I sent to get
it. Asg far as the St. John Branch Library is con-
cerned both hon. members know that the Government
was taking active steps to give them a Branch Library
up there: There was a separate offer made from a
place which fell through and since then we have
been discussing with the Director of Public Works
‘the cost of & building, but the hon. member said he is
mot taking ‘‘Janet’’ as an excuse. After ‘‘Janet,”’
the Director of Public Works has been busy and is
still busy and we have not been able to do anything
{urther. T will assure the hon. members that it is not
a dead issue, and T hope that action will soon be
revived on that Braneh Library. The hon, senior
member for St. Lucy raised the point earlier on the
question of a reading room at might. I remember
well that it is an old question with the hon. member,
but the Librarian thinks that there are certain
things that would have to be provided and in addi-
tion there would have to be additional staff in order
to have a reading room operating at night. I prom-
ise the hon. member T will chivy the matter up with
the Public Librarian on that point and T hope before
the next Estimates to be able to give him definite in-
formation on that point. : :

The question that the sum of $20,506 be wvoted
under Head XXII ruvtic wibrury, was put amd
resolved wn the affumwtive without dwision.

620 p.m.
- Director of Medical Services

Head XXIII—Medical (1) Durector of Medical
Services—was called.

Hon. G, H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the
sum of $93,647 be voted uuder this Head.

N Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to second
that.

Mr. B L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, in re-
spect of Item 42, ‘‘Purchase of Bicycle,”’ the note
says this: ‘“‘The opening of the St, Michael Health
Centre and the proposed removal of ministerial
offices to Bay Street necessitate the use of a bicycle
for the despatch of correspondence.”” I am making
this comment because I think that this is a very
good innovation here, and it is likely to save the Gov-
ernment some money. This is something desirable
and it is better than what I have heard suggested
before, that is, the expensive system of buying a van
to take around these things. It is more expensive
to run a motor van than to have a man going around
on a bicycle, and who will do the job more expedi-
tiously except when there is any inclement weather.
The removal of these offices to Bay Street will
necessitate a provision of this sort and I hope that
something similar will be done at some of these
offices in Bridgetown.

Mr. GODDARD: At this stage, Mr. Chairman,
it would be interesting to hear from the Hon. Min-
ister of Social Services about the campaign which is
going on relative to the eradication of the Yellow
Fever Mosquito. I think that they have finished in
Christ Church and the campaign is going on in other
parishes. Whether it is going on simultaneously or
not, I do not know, but it was proposed on the last
occasion when the matter came before this House,
that a greater effort would have been made. That
was when the Government came down to this House
in connection with the acquisition of a motor truck;
it would be interesting to hear how the campaign is
going on and when it will be finished.

Mr, E. D. MOTTLEY: The Hon. Leader of the
Opposition has asked a direct question of the Hon.
Minister. I am going to make some observations
which I hope the Hon. Minister will take note of.
I support these matters relative to the help of the
community wholeheartedly but I want to say that T
have come to the conclusion that you are wasting
money. If the Hon. Minister would make an investi-
gation into this matter, he would find that that is so.
If you were to see what is being done, you will also
come to the conclusion that they are wasting money,
even if you are a layman like myself. You find that
Assistant Inspectors are going around spraying;
what are they spraying? When they started to
spray houses and so on, we all agreed with that.
When they started to spray the cellars, I agreed
with that; but now they are going back and spraying
receptacles. They have actually gone into people’s
houses and sprayed buckets in which there is drink-
ing water, and tubs in which people are washing.
'Tell me what sort of Minister of Health would say
that they are not wasting money? They are spray-
ing the water in the tubs and then the peovle are
going to the standpipes and washing them. They are
going fo the sanitary conveniences, the earth pit
svstem and soravine anAd thon thasa lavatories are
washed. When they started to spray the houses so
as to @radicate the mosquitoes they went behind the
nictures and so on and spraved. and T told the people
that this was necessary to be done. Now they want
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the sum of $34,354 in connection with the eradication
of this mosquito, and the note gives the Items under
which this money is to be spent.

I ask again; what are you spraying? I am sure
that the Hon, Minister will be able to explain that
for us. I have mot yet raised this question; I have
nothing against any particular individual, but I am
amused to see an Inspector ask people to throw clothes
out of their tubs in which they were washing, and
then spray the tubs. I should like to know why
they did not spray people’s skins as well

Would you also believe this? It has been repre-
sented to me that the people have been asked to throw
the water out of their barrels and not to put any
water back in those barrels for some time and then
they will put back water in the barrel. World
Health Organisation or no World Health Organisa-
tion that spells ignorance.

6.35 p.m,

The idea that a layman cannot tell a doctor any-
thing atout something is a joke. If you are doing
foolishness, you are doing foolishness. Somebody
has a little can or tarrel in the kitchen ir a corner
with water and they tell that person to throw oug
that water. They then spray the barrel two or throe
times. Does the Hon. Minister know that this is the
gort of thing which is going on? I have had to
deferd the Sanitary Inspectors of St. Michael hy
telling them not to do it. At the lectures which
were given to the people who have to spray, they
were told that they must go under the cellars af
houses and pick up all the bottles which the house-
holders threw under there and those around gardens
snd then spray the outside and insuls of those
tottles. They were also told to do the same thing
with cocoanut shells which the people have set aside
to burn (Laughter) 1 am not joking; I am serious.
FPecause they have a little milch cow called Govern-
went, they come here and tell people to bring cut
their water-barrel or their wash tub, their frying
pan and the one in which they eclean fish to be
sprayed. That is something I would like the Hom.
Minister of Social Services to explain. 1 am sure
that if it is brought home to him forc.ably he will
say it is nonsense and will not allow any more of
the taxpayers’ money to be spent on it.

1 know the Government has been gracious
enough to give the Acting Director of Education
the opportunity of Tecoming Director of Edncation
so that he would be able to draw a better pension.
I am wondering if the same opportunity cannot be
extended to the Acting Director of Medical Ser-
vices who will be soon retiring, now ihat the post
of Director of Medical Services is vacant. Ycu
cannot say that this opportunity will not be extend-
ed to a Barbadian because the holder of the post 1s
a Barbadian who was drawing a nothing salary
for all the years. Now he is coming to the evening
of his days, I think it is but right that he should
ke given such an opportunity. As I have said, I
beartily agree with your policy of appointing the
Acting Director of Education to the Office of Direc-
tor of Education. T wonder if the Hon. Minister cf
Social Services will exercise his influence in this
respect. I know the answer will be given that it is
a question for the /Public Service Commission.
However, when the time comes T am going to come
in here on the floor of the House and do what I
did at the time when Dr. Peat was recommended for
the Office of Director of Medical Services and
the Colonial Office said he was unsuitable Lecause
of social conditions; of course, that was due to his
vigment. Dr. Peat has gone back to Jamajca whers
he is now Director of Medical Services. There are

of; therefore, in the course of time I would like to
see the same facilities which were extended to the
Acting Director of Education extended to the Acting
Director of Medical Services. Men might be quali-
fied as doctors but that does not necessarily mean
that they are qualified as doctors of public health.
You ean get some men who are wholly unsuitable
for certain jobs. I am asking the Hon Minister of
Social Services to give to the Aecting Director of
Medical Services the same facility as was given to
the Acting Director of Education bccause he too
will soon be retiring. I would also like the Hon.
Mimister to know that the people of this country
are hoping that the Medica]l Officer of Speightstown
will be appointed Director of Medical Services when
the office becomes vacant again. I know that when
you mention a man’s name, they do not want to give
him what he is entitled to but if the Health Officer of
Speightstown was a green man, a blue man, a yellow
man, an Irishman, an Englishman or a Japanese, I
would say the same thing of him. I would say he is 2
humane man. He knows how to treat human be-
ings. I have not said so merely because he is a West
Indian.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is stray
ing a bit.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Yes, Sir, it secms as
if 1 went to Speightsiown, but I come back row to
Bridgetown! Finally, allow me to ask the Hoa.
Minister of Social Serviees this question. Will he
tell me what stupidness they are getting or with
vhen it comes to spraying for the eradication ot
the Aedes Aegypti mosquitot I think it would be
well if he pays a little surprise visic to places
where they are carrying out the spraying. He will
see them telling people to take clothes out of the
wash tubs, open the privy door, and things like
that, ir order for them to do a little spraying.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: As far as the
spraying is concerned, I think the hon. member is
aware that it is done under the auspices of the W.H.O.
I am informed that that organisatior. ic spraying
the whole of the Caribbean area and I think Ba--
bados is the last of the colonies to be sprayed, They
are earrying out the same method as was done in
the other places and they have met with some suc-
cess in other places; therefore, I am sure they wiil
meet with the same success here. As far as what
the hon. member has mentioned as going on, I wiil
only say that it is carried out under the auspices
of W.H.O. and I have no right to interfere. [A
VOICE: Do you mean to say that we have to give
them $34,354 and we have no right to interfere?j
rdowever, I will discuss what the hon. senior mem-
ber for the City brought to our notice with the
Acting Director of Medical Services so that he
can see whether what is done in the distriets cou-
form to public health standards.

As far as what the hon. member mentioned
about the appointment of a Director of Medical
Fervices, T am not going to reply to that.

6.45 p.m.

The Aedes Aegypti Campaign as everybody
knows, was held up by Hurricane ‘“‘Janet’’ and, no
spraying was done in the later part of Septemb-r
cr in October, and it wag not until the middle of
November that they recommenced; therefore, the
campaign is not proceeding according tvo the orig-
final plans as a result of that hold up. That is all
the information I can give on the campaign.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairmaa, I would
like to say I appreciate the hon. member’s answer
though it is not what I expected from him. Origin-

certain things which you eannot help feeling proud ! ally when you make a statement of this sort, it is
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not good enough to say that the World Health
Organisation is carrying out the Campaign; but let
me remind the hon. member what wag said before.
When they sent down certain instruetions I said it
was a waste of time because they were spraying this
and that; but because they were from the Britisa
Government, we must not express ous views! If
what I say is true, the Hon. Minister is correct inm
saying that he cannot interfere techmically but
when it comes to voting $34,354 and it is brought
Fome to you that the people are now spraying water
receptacles that are immediately washed out, isn’t
that saying we are throwing money down the drain?
He is a doctor and as such he knows something of
public health; therefore he must appreciate and
realise that if you are spraying something which
people are going to use immediately after, you are
doing nothing. In certain parts where people keep
them they are for the purpose of ealching water
when the rain falls, and fhat is why I said in the
slatement which I made that he could not interfere
technically with W.H.O. They took the receptacles
in the market and in their houses and said, ‘‘let
us spray them.”” It its nonsense, it is nonsense
whether it be W.H.O. or anybody els=.

The question that the sum of $£93,647 be voted
under Head XXIIT (1) Medical, was put and re-
solved in the affirmative without division.

General Hospital

Heagd XXIII — (2) — General Hospiial was
called.

Hon G. H. ADAMS: Item 26 is to he inereased
by $624 (to be voted) $2,636 to provide for the
salary of an additional Stenographer Typist for
the X-Ray Department, and Item 92 -— Cost of
Living Allowance, to be increased by $107 to be
voted $55,107 to provide an allowance for the
additional Stenographer and Typist.

1 beg to move that the sum of $832,016 be voted;
under this Head.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: In seconding
that, Sir, I am bearing in mind the question made
by the hon. senior member for the City on the last
occasion about Mr. Tudor who was advised to go out-
side and have an X-ray done. The facts are that Mr.
Tudor was at the Hospital for some time; there is
a double arrangement for every day in the week and
the kind of X-ray Mr. Tudor wanted done takes about
five hours. He had, two X-rays in which because of
certain conditions the results were not very good.
[A VOICE: Where?] At the Hospital—and as a
result of certain conditions that existed, the results
were not satisfactory. He was asked to have a third
but he had to wait his turn because of the regular
programme that is arranged for weeks ahead, and as
I have said an X-ray of that sort takes in the vicinity
of five hours. To interrupt that schedule would have
thrown the whole thing out of gear and Mr. Tudor
was adyvised to go outside in order to have it done
wmore quickly. It is not a question of inefficiency or
anything of that sort. It is a question that he
‘wanted. it done as quickly as possibie; [A VOICE:
‘Who was his doetor ?] Dr. Leacock ; and he could not
await the time with the proper arrangements of this
rigid schedule that they had to adhere to.

Mr. F, L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, on that
same question T would like to say that I am commis-
sioned not to name the person so I cannot name the
person; but T know another case similar to that raised
by the hon. senior member for the City in which
someone was asked to take an X-ray outside of the
Hoepital. T say that should be drawn to the atten-

tion of the Minister because it does seem a little
strange that if you go to Hospital and consult one of
the specialists that you cannot get the X-ray within
the Hospital itself.

Hon, Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: On & point of
crder, Sir. I did not say you cannot get it done in
the Hospital: it is a matter of time.

Mr. F. L, WALCOTT: I was not saying that,
but I am telling him something that has been re-
ported to me subsequently to this ease where the
person was asked to go outside for the X-ray. The
person did not ask the reason because very often
when a person is ill you dare not ask. Under Item I
—Commission to debt collectors, there is $1,000 put
in the Hstimates to pay commission at the rate of
20% and count charges for collection of overdue
accounts. This is a serious state of affairs in that I
remember that this was necessitated at the Water-
works Department. The Waterworks Department
situation 1s a little more suitable because that has a
more commercial atmosphere for bill collecting of this
nature than the patients at the Hospital, and L
thought that the policy was that you were required to
pay these bills in advance and whilst you do not want
to be hard on people in illness we will have to investi-
gate the case, because if someone wishes to go to the
General Hospital and they want certain privileges,
it becomes very difficult if the Government must
undertake expense to colleet from them and it should
be a better system of people paying if they want
these privileges at the Hospital. If one wants to go
into the Pay Ward to get better treatment than in
the General Ward I think he should be required to
pay bills in advance, because the fact that you esti-
mate for $1,000 gives the impression that the Govern-
ment has people owing an amount approximating to
$5,000.

6.55 p.m.

That is a substantial amount of money to be
paying for medical fees and I would say that it
could only be given to very privileged patients. I
suggest that there should be a better method of
dealing with this matter.

The Hospital fees in Barbados are 5/- per day
and $4.80 per day for Pay Ward ‘“A” and the
Tercentenary Ward respectively, and they are sorie
of the cheapest fees in the world. The Tercentenary
'roo‘ms, T suggest, are too big; the only place in which
you can get rooms bigger than those, is in New
York. Tt is a pity that Captain Tomlin was not here
when we were building that Ward, because we
would have got more space. I think that people
should be called upon to pay these bills without
calling on the Government to go to this expense.

Mr. B. D. MOTTLEY : I will begin by paying
the Government this tribute. At the General Hos-
pital today, it must be admitted that you have in
your Medical Superintendent, a wide awake, inter-
ested man in his job. If I have to criticise any part
of the administration, let it not be thought that I
am just eriticising the individual. I want the Hon.
Minister of Soecial Services to listen to me very
carefully. First of all, T must thank the Hon. Min-
ister of Health for the reply which he gave me; there
is only one thing I have to say about it. It has
been reported to me that an outside doctor wanted a
patient to get quicker X-ray treatment than that pro-
vided at the Hospital, and that patient was sent out-
side to get this treatment.

‘What is of immediate necessity in Barbados is
the acquisition of another machine, and the appoint-
ment of another Radiologist. We want to keep a-
breast of the times; we have one machine, but we
want another. Health must come first. Those of us
who can go to Trinidad and elsewhere and get treat-
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ment are alright, but what about those who cannot
do that? I am in the fortunate position, not because
of the choice of the Govermment, but by accident,
to be on the Advisory Body of the General Hospital,
and I want to say that no complaint which reaches
the Superintendent goes unnoticed. However, if
there is justifiable criticism, mention it, and let .t
be remedied. The Hon. Minister has admitted that a
five-hour examination required by a patient would
upset the schedule. How would you feel if you knew
that delay meant danger? Houw would the Hon.
Minister feel if he were on this side of the House?
I counsel the Hon Minister to look at the matter in
the same way as if he were not in the Government
1 have not mentioned anybody’s name; there arz
certain people who have asked me not to mention
any names. Quite recently, the Hon. Minister’s
selection as a candidate for the City in the next
Election [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Whose selection ?]
The Premier’s; went to the Hospital and was advised
to go outside, otherwise he could not get an X-ray
examination. He had to go outside because it was
jmpossible for him to get an X-ray examination
within the Hospital. The Hon. Minister has mini-
mised the reply so as to let people believe that all
was well at the Hospital, but the man’s doctor
wanted him to go outside. I took this note from a
letter

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The
read that letter.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I am not reading the
letter; I have notes of the letter and you cannot
make me give it up. This is what I am drawing to
their attention. A doctor quite recently sent a patient
to the Hospital suffering from abdominal troubles.
The letter was received on 16th February, it was
written on the 14th February telling this person
to be present on the 10th February. In the letter,
this was stated, ‘‘Please do not take anything on the
8th and the 9th because you are coming for an X-ray
on the 10th.”” Mind you the lady 1s in America
now; she had to fly over there within two days. You
have trouble; people die and so on. In the name
of all that is good, what is really happening? If you
ask every other doctor in Bridgetown now, he will
not advise one patient at all to get any X-ray ex-
amination at the Hospital. I am not critising the
Radiologist, but do not worry to go up there.

7.05 p.m.

The whole trouble is that there are many peopl:
waiting to get X-rayed. What is the answer ¢ Do not
wait. The Hon' Minister said a few weeks ago that
the question of a new Hospital was under considera-
tion. Why is that under consideration? Let me
say that too many people are really suffering. I may
say that ‘‘Enmore’’ is doing a fine job. It is taking
away a number of cases that would have gone to the
General Hospital, but even with that the pressure is
still great on the General Hospital. The answer is
simple. The more you educate people along health
standards, the more they appreciate seeing a medical
practitioner when they get a headache. Years ago,
one of the first things somebody would tell you when
you took sick was that you should go to the ocbeah man
but now you will say ‘‘I am going to see the doctor.”
And the doctors of today are not using too much of
their brain matter. Right away as they examine you
and they see that your case is a little difficult, they
tell you to go to the Hospital and when you are there,
they say you have to be X-rayed. Sixty percent of
the cases are X-rayed. Therefore let us face facts.
We pay a Radiologist $6,000 per annum ; let us get
anotherr Our people are willing to pay for the ser-
viee..

hon. member cannot

I know the Hon. Minister of Social Services
may say that he thinks I have a tremendous lot of
courage to mention what I am going to say. Sir, do
you know what I really think is necessary? You are
talking about a new place to site your Hospital. Now
you want a Radiologist and it is not because of the
ordinary X-rays that you wamt such a person; it is
because you suspect that there are many people
suffering from malignant diseases and some of them
needs therapy. It is a question for us to address
to our minds, therefore, I am going to make this
suggestion. As a layman, I am suggesting that
you get another Radiologist and another set of X-ray
equipment. To my mind it sounds good; it sounds
political; I might be entirely wrong, but you have
in your midst people like Sir Rupert Briercliffe and
Dr. Harkness. Our people are not getting the best
in therapy, why don’t you now get people like
them to go into this matter? ' You should ap-
point & Committee right away to go into this
matter. When you have complaints like what you
are getting, when the Minister comes in here and
says that there are people in the Hospital who for
weeks are waiting to get X.rayed—and I may tell
you that I have heard that the Surgeon Speciaiist
is telling people to go to Dr. Bayley and get it—
you ean realise what is happening is not all
well., T am not suggesting that you should take
what I say but I am recommending that you sce
men like Sir Rupert Briercliffe and Ir. Harkness
and ask them to go into this matter for you not
iater on, but now.

As Churchwarden of the parish of St. Michael
I have had people sent to the General Hospita!
with what was suspected to be malignant diseases.
I am speaking of poor people who cannot go as
far as Pelican Island to get treatment. Three mncnths
ago I instructed them to go to the General Hospital
to be X-rayed and it was told them th-re that thuy
could not be attended to before the next two or
three months. Would you like that t> happen to
vour daughter? I saw that with my own eyes be-
cause I saw it in black and white. That is no
accusation against the Radiologist. She might b=
quite honest in her statement. What is the remedy?
Do not take what I say when I sugges:, that vou
get another Radiologist; get Sir Rupert Briercliffe
and Dr. Harkness to tell you that you are not getting
the best.

It is my belief that your present X-ray equip-
ment can do more work if you get another Radi-
ologist. I go further than that when I say that
vou shonld act now. T am sure the gentlemen whom
I have mentioned and who are men of great experi-
ence in medicine will tell you that your X-ray equip-
ment can work 24 hours a day.

7.15 p.om.

Before you get a new X-ray machine you should
get a Radiologist. You cannot get one so easily.
But let me make this strong statement here mow.
Anatomy is the same today as it always has been.
If you are West Indian and you study medicine,
you study medieine, but you must offer facilities for
your own West Indian people. No man is going to
take on and do further studies with a starving
wife. Ninety percent of the Barbadian qualified
men will come back and live in Barbados because
it is a lovely and healthy country; but when he
has finished and graduated with his M.B. he is not
going to come back and do medicine and then go
and qualify again. The average boy when he qual-
ifies has mot got two red cents. Send them into
the University to do a radiology course. What I am
worried alout is the case of people having to go
to the Hospital with malignant breasts. Are we
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getting the best? Do you not think it is time that
we should have an expert to take charge and to
work upon them? Do you know that learning to
take pictures in radiology is mot all? Do you know
you have ome of the most modern machines? Of
course, it is time you get a new one, and do you
know, Sir, that the suggestion that if you have a
little investigation you ean work that machine in-
stead of from eight in the morning to four in the
evening, and vou had another man you could work
during the night? I am making this as an appeal
on behalf of those who cannot appeal for them-
selves., Do you know those are the real conditions
that exist up there at the General Hospital? Mr.
Chairman, I hope the Hon. Minister will appreciate
‘his is more a general observation than a ranting
criticism. If I wanted to make a ranting eriticism,
I counld do so from the Radiologist back down, be-
cause even if a doctor tries to kill you and you
are not to die, you will not die. But I am not try-
ing to rant or destroy, I just feel that in such you
have not been honest and that you can do something.
I suggest you appoint a Committee. It is not good
enough for you to say you have a new hospital;
but for now you have five or six graduates from the
University, find out which of them would accept the
appointment as a radiologist and let him take a post-
graduate courser Let me tell you what I mean: Dr.
H. H. Bayley did not come here as a radiologist but
with experience he became one. That is a fact. So
with all these graduates you should see what can be
done. It is a special study and I am not satisfied
that you are getting the best and therefore on this
Head I am very glad that I am here. On the last
occasion it was passed without my being here. These
are matters that I have been drawing to the attention
of the Ministry for some time, and the question of the
Hospital is one I would always eriticise. To-night 1
tell you without any rash statement that these thing»
actually exist there to-day. There ig absolutely no
reason why the unfortunate and under-privileged
who cannot pay should not be entitled to the same
treatment as those who can. I think, Sir, that with
the Surgeon Specialist—as the honourable junior
member for St. Peter said, money is not his only
interest; for from what I have read and seen and
from what people have said, & man of his qualifica-
tions, if money meant anything, could make £ 10,060
a year; so that when I hear people talking about
extra feegs and what not, it is only a joke. We have
no complaint with the services of your Physician
Specialist and Medical Superintendent as we had
years ago. There is not the same condit:un with the
doctors and Medical Superintendent at the Hospital
where nurses were afraid to eall the doctors because
they were out gambling and getting drunk. The
same conditions do not exist now. T know it is harsh
but it is the truth. You have not got a wheel-chair
IMedical Superintendent. You had a Superintendent
who if he went into a ward twice went enough. You
have not got that to-day. You have a wide-awake
man, and at least he is doing something and no com-
plaints can be made against any doctor. Therefore,
vou cannot level the same criticism at the Hospital.
T hope not to have to come back here in the next Estim-
ates to offer similar eriticism. Do not let the next
Estimates catch us saying: We are waiting for a new
Hospital. T will put this to you now though your
answer to me will be: ““but how does the honourable
senior member for the City expect me in view of the
fact that we are going to put up a new Hospital to
do that?’’ Do not take what the honourable senior
member for the City says. People like Sir Rupert
Briercliffe said that the machine up there is unique,

but we cannot expect the staff to work 24 hours a day.
My answer is still the men at your service caunot work
more than a given time, but your machine can do more
work: Therefore, get somebody to earry on until you
have got another machine; even if it is on contract.
May I suggest you should do what is being done in
the United States to-day. An expert Radiologist is
not a person expert at taking pictures, but a person
who can read pictures. Now I remember this: I had
some X-ray pictures taken in Barbados some years
ago and I went around to some doctors and I found
that as a layman we were all looking. Somebody
said to me, “‘You know Dr. Salmond has a good re-
cord, he was among the best three Radiologists in the
United Kingdom, but he is & man you cannot ap-
proach.”” I asked whether he was a lion because I
know how to approach lions. I saw what was hap-
pening, everybody was looking. I did not take one
doctor’s opinion. One good doctor is as good as the
other. T will tell you something now from experi-
ence; you will get a man who is not a doctor to give
vou the right opinion.

7.25 p'm.

To be serious, I am dealing with the Radiologist.
I went to Dr. Salmond, and I was told I could not
approach him ; however, his explanation was different
from that of the other doctors I had seen. I suggest
that you do what ig done in America and England;
get your machine and get it up to date. If you have
a Radiologist who is an expert, you need not have an
ultra-expert Radiologist. If the picture is taken,
the Radiologist can do the reading. What is hap-
pening is that they feel that the expert cannot afford
fo use his time in one direction and you have the
Assistant who can carry on. We want to do some-
thing to prevent all those cases which are thrown
back on the doctors. I am asking you to do some-
thing now. Ask Sir Rupert Briercliffe or somebody
yvou have about here to go into the matter and do
something about it. Are the women who are suffer-
ing from malignant jllnesses getting the best treat-
ment ? T say emphatically on the floor of this House to-
night from the reliable information received, that the
ariswer to that question is ““No.”” They are not get-
ting the best treatment, and it is for the Hon. Min-
ister of Social Services to tell us why that is so. I
hope he will let us know the reason before the end of
this session.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I just want to
let the honourable member know that he is not the
(nly person who is thinking along the lites which be
is suggesting. The Government is aware of the posi-
tion, and we are taking the steps which we can take.
These Specialist people are not so easy to get. 1 have
been through the West Indies; T have beeu t¢ Jamaica
and even Trinidad, and they are suffering from the
lack of +hese Specialist people. T appreciate the hon-
ourable member’s suggestion, although he is a bit
late, that is, to contact some of these qualified people.
T did that a few weeks ago when I was in Jamaica; I
took the opportunity to interview some of the ladies
and gentlemen who have recently qualified. I am
olad to hear that the honourable senior member for
the City is in favour of this idea.

That is the position as far as the question of the
Radiologist is concerned; the same thing applies to
Specialists. Just the other day we increased the sal-
aries of the two Anaesthetists at the Hospital, but no-
body has taken it on. The same thing has happened
in Trinidad; T repeat, that these Specialists are not
so easy to get:

Mr. GODDARD : The criticism of the honourable
senior member for the City is most constructive; he
did not go out of his way to level any accusation

w
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against anybody, even the Government. He was only
pointing out what he knows and what we all know.
‘We all know that there has been a long waiting list
at the Hospital for a long time. We do not know if
the position has improved, but still people bring let-
ters to me stating that they have to wait for two or
three months for operations, and while they are wait-
ing, they cannot work; and they are fortunate if they
have an employer who is sympathetic enough to keep
them on the pension list until they can get into the
Hospital. I had a case only to-day where a doctor
said that & man is suffering from hernia; he gave him
a letter to the Hospital, and he was assured that he
would have to wait for some time.

The honourable senior member for the City has
addressed the Committee at great length, and. I do not
intend to repeat anything he has said. Under the
Item ‘‘F'uel, light, heat and power,”’ the note says
that the increase is due to provision for fuel for the
new mechanical laundry. It would be interesting to
know if that laundry is likely to be ready for opera-
tion because if it will not be so for a few months to
come, there seems to be a very large inerease of
$10,000, in respeet of this vote. They are now using
power in the laundry, and it is necessary to know
why such a large increase has been asked for. :

Under the Item mentioned by the honourable
junior member for St. Peter—payment for the collee-
tion of debts—I wonder if the doctor’s fees are guai-
anteed by the Hospital, and then they are collected
afterwards. In other words, is this an expense purely
and simply if the Hospital should have had debts, or
is it shared proportionately with the Surgeon
Specialist?

I do not know what arrangements are made. The
doctors get 50% and the Government gets 50%. 1
wonder if the Minister can tell me what is the exact
arrangements and, if there are any bad debts, whether
that will be purely for the account of the (Gteneral
Hospital or if they are shared fifty-fifty between the
Hospital and the Specialists.

7-35 p.m., .

Hon. Dr. . ¢. H . CUMMINS: I am not 1n a
position to say off hand what are the arrangements;
I will enquire for you. I do not know whether the
doctors bear expenses of collecting. As far as the
Mechanical Laundry is concerned, that is due to be
opened about the 15th of next month.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir, what 1 am concerned
about is the continuing inadequacy. )

Mr. CHATRMAN: Will you mention the item
under which you are speaking; I would like to know
whether it is one under ‘‘voted’’ or ‘‘fixed by law.”’

Mr. CRAWFORD : If you will allow me to speak,
you will find that it is not necessary for me to give
you the item. What I am saying is in connection
with the General Hospital. Sir, T am considerably
concerned

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
I rise on a point of Order. The honourable member
knows that when we are in Committee on the Estimates
a member picks out an Item and speaks on it. You
do not make a general speech on the Head.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I intend to
give it to you as soon as I develop the point on which
I am speaking; I see no reason why the Hon. Minis-
ter should be so anxious. I am saying, Mr. Chairman,
that I am deeply concerned about the continual
inadequacy

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
I rise again on a point of Order. Will the honour-
able member give the item on which he is speaking?
The honourable member has been a member of thisg
House long enough to know that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Perhaps the Hon. Minister
has not long enough been a member to know

Mr. CHAIRMAN : I am waiting to hear the par-
ticular item on which you are going to speak.

Mr. CRAWFORD: What I am talking about,
you will find under Head XXTII (2), the Head with
which we are dealing It concerns an amount cf
money which is included under Capital Expenditure:
for the provision of new hospital accommodation in
the new financial year and I am saying

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman,.
I rise again on a point of Order. Under this Head
—Head XXIIT (2) General Hospital, the question of
cost for hospital accommodation is not included. It is
not mentioned under this Head.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I am appeal-
ing to you.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with Head
XXIIL (2); call the item on which you are speaking.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am not a parrot. I will
begin to talk and then develop on it.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Every honourable member
for the whole time we were sitting in Committee has.
quoted the number of the item on which he has spoken.
[ am asking the honourable member to do so.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am going to make a poim
and in the course of my remarks I will quote the item.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am not allowing you to do it
that way.

Mr, CRAWFORD : There is no law to prevent me.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: If you are not going to.
do what I tell you, I will have to call the Speaker.

Mr. CRAWFORD: You can call the Speaker i1
you like.

Mr. E. D MOTTLEY : I want to hear the princi-

ple.
Mr. CHATRMAN : The honourable member is out.

of Order.

Mr. BE. D. MOTTLEY : T am not out of Order,
how can T be out of Order?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: (fo the Marshal.) Call_the
Speaker.

Mr. CRAWFORD: An honourable men.ber has
spoken on the same thing tonight.

Mr. CHAIRMAN reported to Mr, SPEAKER,
and Mr. SPEAKER took the Chaar.
7.45 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: Kis Honour the Chairman has
reported to me that the honourable senior member for
St. Philip has refused to give him the Item under
the Head on which he is speaking. A matter of this
sort should never have reached the Speaker. As a
matter of fact, as I see it and as the honourable Chair-
man has seen it, as soon as the honourable member
speaks under a Head and develops and strays from
the subject, the Chairman has the power to bring him
back to the subject. But as I see it, the Chairman
did not know and has not been satisfied that he knew
under what Head the honourable member was speak-
ing. Tt is a negative point. Certainly the honourable
member might have accommodated the honourable
Chairman and the House and this would have saved
a seene that should not have been exhibited; but I do
not see it punishable on the part of the honourabie
senior member for St. Philip, because he has not
developed anything, and as he said, he would have
done so in the course of his address in Committee.
I must say it strikes me as a most unnecessary thing.
I do not see anything I can charge the honourable
member for, because he said he would give the subject
matter under the particular Head, and then if he
strayed the Chairman had the power to bring him
back. That is as I see it.
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Mr. CRAWFORD: Yeur Honour, you have been
inspired by the sound commonsense and the rational
judgment which you bring to bear on problems aris-
ing in here. I made it perfectly clear to the Chair-
man, very early in my remarks that I intended to tell
him under which Head I was speaking. I began by
quoting remarks made under the same Head during
the same debate. That is all; and the Chairman
would himself have made no issue of the matter were
ke not misguided by people who should kunow better
and people who knows more than himself.

Mr. SPEAKER: I sincerely hope that as soon
as the Chairman returns that that spirit of give-and.
take and peace will prevail

Mr. SMITH : May I say something on the matter?
You can see the attitude of the honourable senior
member for St. Philip even by his remarks to you in
the Chair. Now, it was the custom before you were in
this House for every member, as soon as he begins to
speak under any Head of the Estimates, to quote the
Item number so that the Chairman would be in a
position to find out if the member is going to speak
under the column that is ‘‘voted’’, ‘‘fixed by law’’,
or not, and for the whole session of the day every
member quoted his_number. Now, the honourable
senior member for St. Philip comes instead with the
attitude of a fighting man and refused tc quote the
number and said as soon as he developed it he would
do so. Must I sit in the Chair and let the honourable
member come in here and try to make me look like
what? When other members get up they quote the
number under which they are speaking. Out of mere
decency he should respect the Chair, but if he had
any kind of respect for the Chair he would have
quoted the number. Some members -even quoted
wrong numbers and I will not return to that Chair
for the honourable senior member for St. Philip to
bring . ... . well, I will not call what it is in this
Chamber. You, Sir, could have told him that . . . .

Mr. SPEAKER: I am on my feet and all hon.
members please sit. Is the hon. member accusing me
and telling me what I should have done or said to
tlie hon. senior member for St. Philip? Is the hon.
1ember serious? Let me make absolutely sure of
that, because if there is any charge being brought
egainst me, I am going to be very positive in defend-
ing myself. I am in charge and I need no advice
from any hon. member of the House a- far as this
Chamber is concerned. If the hon. member has
1esigned from the Chair I am going to take it quite
seriously. Let the House be well acquainted of it
and let the House see about appointing a Chairman.
All expressions made here should be taken seriously.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the
hon. junior member for St. Michael be ¢ ppointed as
Chairman for the rest of the Session.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I beg to move that the
House do now adjourn for three-quarters of an hour.
That is the best thing to do now in my opinion.
Tempers are high.

Mr. GODDARD: I beg to second taat.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Speaking on the motion
for the adjournment, I will still at the end of the
taree-quarters of an hour move that th: hon. junior
member for St. Michael be appointed as Chairman
of Committees.

The question that the House do now adjourn for
three-quarters of an hour was put and resolved in
the affirmative without division, gnd Myr. SPEAKER
tdjourned the House accordingly.

8.00 p.m.

On re-assembling,
NOTICES

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I am asking
leave to give notice of a Bill which was nol ready
a' the appropriate time.

There_being no objection, leave was gramted the
Hon. Premier.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg tu give notice of
a Bill intituled an Act to grant a sum of money
out of the Public Treasury and to appropriate the
same for the service of the Island for the year
(nding on the thirty-first day of March one
tLousand nine hundred and fifty-seven.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to give notice of a
Resolution to advance the sum of $2,896,600 from
from the Puklic Treasury (to be subsequently
refunded from Loan Funds) to be placed at the
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to
meet expenditure to be incurred during the financial
year 1956-57 on the Capital Works included in the
Est'uélates, 1956-57, Part I1 — Capital, A — Loan
Funds.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I am asking
leave of absence for the Hon. Minister of Agricul-
ture, Lands and Fisheries for one month as from
today. )

There being no objection, the leave was granted.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I do not think that the
Hon. Minister will be away for that length of time,
but he is ill. He is expected to be back here next
week and it may be that he cannot travel. I say
that because it is only fair that hon. members should
know what the position is.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I am asking leave to move
that the Appropriation Bill, of which I have just
given notice, be now read a first time.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon. Minister.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: T beg to move that a Bill
intituled an Act to grant a sum of money out of

" the Public Treasury and to appropriate the same for

the service of the Island for the year ending on the
thirty-first day of March one thousand wvine hundred
and fifty-seven, be now read a first time.

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second ihat.

The motion was put and agreed to

CHAIRMAN APPOINTED

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to
move that the hon. junior member for St. Michaei
be appointed Chairman of Committess for the
remainder of the night’s sitting.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to secona
that.

Mr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Speaker, before you pug
the motion—

Mr. SPEAKER: I am on my feet. A motion
has been offered by the Hon. Premier that the hon.
junior member for St. Michael be appointed Chair-
man of Commitees for the remainder of the night’s
sitting. I see that the Chairman of Committees iy
in his place. [VOICES: Hear, Hear!] The Chair
man of Comimittes will have to be absent from the
House in order that somebody else might be appoint-
ed to act as Chairman of Committes. As long as

the Chairman of Committees is in his place, nobody .

can be appointed to act as Chairman ; therefore, the
imeet expenditure to be incurred during the financial

'as long as the Chairman of Committees remains ir i

4
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ais place, that motion is out of order. That strikes
me as being very obvious. I have nothing more to
say about the matter. .

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The Chairman of Com-
mittees, in clear and explicit terms, has resigned
his office. There is no Rule which says that he must
resign his office in writing. The Chairman of Com-
mittees, I repeat, resigned his office in explicit terms
and His Honour the Speaker heard it; and from
that moment the office of Chairman of Committees
was vacant. There is no provision for a member
10 resign his seat in the House, or how a Minister
or the Deputy Speaker or the Chairman of Com-
mittes might resign, his office. There is no Rule gov-
erning the procedure as to how such resignations
should take place, and therefore, a clearly expressed
«eclaration by the Chairman of Committees is suf-
ficient for the purpose.

Mr. SPEAKER: When the Chairman of Com-
mittees made reference to his would-be resignation
I told him that such remarks ought to be seriously
taken by the House. I have made a check with the
Reporter who took down what the Chairman of Com-
mittees said, and I have been made to understand
that he has said: ‘I will resign my office.” If the
Chairman of Committees signifies to this Chamber—
and he will have to do that for me to allow the
motion to be made—that he has resigned his office
or if he says: ‘I do now resign my office,”” then the
Hon. Premier’s motion will be entertained. I now
call on the hon. junior member for St. Joseph to let
this House know if he has resigmed his office.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I respectfully beg
to resign my office as Chairman of Committees.

The question that the how. junior member for
St. Michael be appointed Chamrman of Commitiees
Jor the remainder of tonight’s sitting, was put and
resolved n the affirmative without diviston.

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE ON THE
ESTIMATES

1 Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment, the
House was in Committee on the HEstimates for the
yvear 1956—57.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House
resumed Committee cn the Estimates, Mr. BRYAN
being in the Chair.

9.00 p.m.

Head XXIII—Medical
(2) General Hospital

Mr. ACTING CHAIRMAN: The question is —

Mr. CRAWFORD : Before you put the question,
Mr. Acting Chairman, and before we proceed any
further, may I be permitted to extend a warm
weleome to you in your temporary appointment, and
te express the hope that if you desire to fill ths
vacaney permanently, that your tenure of office
might be far longer and more auspicious than that
of your immediate predecessor.

Now, Sir if T may proceed with the debate, while
this matter was being discussed this afternocon more
than one or two hon. members made reference to
Item 19 Visiting Anaesthetic Service and Item 18
Visiting Outpatient Service. Hon. members also
touched on previous items dealing with remuneration
and the fees of certain Medical Specialists—the Sur-
geon Specialist and the Radiologist Specialists.
Comments were made on the terms of service and the
conditions of work which these officers labour. More
than one hon. member, Sir, made -exhanstive comr-
ments on whether or not these Medical Officers receive
their fees even before o patient pays them into the

Treasury and what not. In conuection with these ob-
servations, 1 want to mention a report which came
to my ears and it is that quite apart from inadequate
accommodation at the General Hospital, people wilo
desire to enter the Hospital as patients find it almost
impossible to find accommodation unless ihey are
going for an operation. The accommodation is
Jimited and the opinion has been expressed in maay
responsible quarters. If anybody who is suffering fromx
an ailment wants to get into the Hospital for treat-
ment, that person is more lucky to get in unless he is
going for an operation; therefore, it seems to me
that the emphasis on the part of previous speakers
has been more on the lack of accommodation for
people to go to the Hospital to be treated by the
Specialists there, rathsr than on the terms and con-
ditions under which those Specialists work.

I do not know if due attention has been paid
under this Head to the question of providing more
adequate accommodation at the General Hospital
tor the people in this country who are in need of
medical attention. The greater part of my remarks,
as I hinted earlier, will be postponed until we are
dealing with the item of providing new accommoda-
tion for the General Hospital under Capital Ex-
penditure. However, I do want to impress upon the
House at this stage that these Specialists have no
grievance. They are more than well treated. Within
recent times we have added to their remuneration a
proportion of the fees paid by the people on whom
they perform operations. Speaking for myself, I
should much prefer to be able to know that the atten-
tion which is being paid to the claims of these Medi-
cal Specialists or extra remuneration and improved
conditions of service is paid to the people who would
gladly utilise the services which we have for them
but which they are unable to get through lack of

accommodation in the Barbados General Hospital

_‘ for them. That is the burden of my complaint.

The question that the sum of $832,016 be voted
under Head XXIIT (2) General Hospital, was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

A\
Head XXH—Medical
(3) Mental Hospital

Head XXIII—Medical (3) Mental Hospital was
called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman under this
Head there are a number of Items to be added. I am
asking hon. members not to talk of the inclusion of
any of these Items under the column ‘‘to be voted’’
and that there should not be included under the
Column ‘‘fixed by law.”” The Hon, Minister of
Social Services has already explained that the Civil
Iistablishment Order creating these new posts has
already been put before this House, and when it is
passed it would automatically wipe out the question
of “‘to be voted.”’

The Items to be added under this Head are as
follows :—

Item 15 — Head Cook — $960.

Provision of $960 (Fixed by Law) to be deleted
as the post of Head Cook is to be abolished.

Item 15—Storekecper and Head Supervisor—
$1,512.

Provision of $1,512 (To be voted) for the salary
of a Storekeeper and Head Supervisor on scale
$1,512 x 72 — 1,800. This post replaces the post of
Head Cook referred to above.

Item 15(a) (New)—Supervisor—$720

Provision of $720 (To be voted) for the salary

of a Supervision on scale $720 x 48 — 960.
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Item 18(a) (New)—Driver—$720

Provision of $720 (To be voted) tor the salary of
a Driver on scale $720 x 48 — 864.

Item 34 —C.0.L. Allowance—$18,621

Increased by $252 (To be voted) tu 18,873 o
provide allowanees for additional staff,

Item 48—Uniforms—$7,584

Increased by $120 (To be voted) to $7,704 to pro-
vide for uniforms for the Supervisor and the Driver.

¢ I beg to move that the sum of $285,111 be voted
under Head XXIII (3).

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: In seconding
the motion, I take the opportunity to explain that the
office of Head cook will be abolished. The holder of
that office is really a supervisor and therefore the
office will be abolished and the Item **Storekeeper
and Head Supervisor’’ will appear in its place. 'he
hoider of that office will be supervisor of the kitchen
instead of Head Cook.

It is also proposed to add the new post of
‘‘Supervisor.”’” The reason for that is that there is
a lack of supervision at the Mental Hospital. Hon.
members will remember that during the last lsti-
mates certain criticisms were made by the hon
junior member for St. Lucy who is not in his place
oday, and as a result of those criticisms an investig:-
‘ion was made, and it was discovered that there wus
not enough supervision at the Mental Hospital.

9.15, p.m. ,

The secretary is really too busy with the other
departments of the Hospital to give adecuate super-
vision; therefore the office of Storekceper and
Head Supervisor is necessary with the terms as set out
here. A supervisor or and driver is also necessary.
Formerly they were one or two men on the staff who
would do the driving, but they have begun to com-
plain that it is interferring with their regular hours
of work and that they bhave to work overtime. [A
VOICE: Were they paid for it?] They were paid
for it; but it is better to appoint a whole-time driver
who would drive these ambulances, and the cost of
living, and uniforms for the supervisor and driver
adds to the vote.

Mr. E. D MOTTLEY : Mr. Acting Chairman, 1
am going to speak under all of these Items to be voted.
Now, while I appreciate the remarks made by the
Hon. Minister of Health, this Department of the
Medical Services has been causing some concern for
some time now. I wonder if the Hon. Minister would
be able to answer a few questions I am going to
ask him. They are very important. DBefore I pose
these questions however, I want to make a few obser-
vations. T think the numbers in the Mental Hospital
are very high when compared with the population
of this country and with other countries; the percent-
age so to speak. Now, T am sure the Minister is
bound to admit that, if he has the figures; but I
have made it a point to discuss this with experienced
psychiatrists who know. On the other hand, Sir.
there are in the vicinity of 700 people there: For
sometime this Government has been spending a lot
of money on this Institution, and a great effort 1s
being made to train assistants in the method of hand-
ling these unfortunate people, and we are bringing
it, or have brought an Order ard increased the salar-
ies within the last few months. If T remember cor-
rectly, when the Hon. Minister brought the Order
here, we gave very handsome increases io the Assist-
ants there. What has been worrying me for sometime
—with all that and with all your modern and scien-
tific treatment and modern medicines- -is the fact
that T have been told on reliable authority that
a great number of cases in our Mental Hospital are
thoge caused by contact with patients of social dis-

Tt

Now, it is, I think, universally known that

within recent years people who have stadied psychi-.

arty have decided on the various categories in whick
you pilace these people. I would like th: Hon. Min--

ister it he is able, to say tonight, how you break these -

cases uuwh ab the sental Hospital, the percentage of
the cases wnich are really considered to be of social
diseases, thuse who are persons of D).'[., those of nerv-
ous frustration and so on. The Minister knows the
categories and I would like him to tell me, because it
is considered among the medical profession, and
while I do not want to call names publicly, 1 am pre-
pared to speak privately to the Minister of a medical
man in thig country for whom he has a great respect
because of his unique position in the colony, who
feels that a lot more can be done. 1 am not satistied
that sufficient is being done. Could he tell me now
what percentage, since you have brought over the

experts, and with the 2xpert treatment which we hope-

the experts know soraething about, of the inmates
have been released within the last three years?
The treatment of medical cases today as I understand

it as soon as they have been placed in the various.

categories, has been such that to continue to keep in
the vicinity of 700 people down there without show-
ing any visible signs of responding to that treatment,
leaves much to~be questioned. I pose that question
because I want the Minister to be able to explain
gomething to this House. In other words, we are
voting this handsome sum, to our regret, for treat-
ment at the Mental Hospital. Our Medical Superin-
tendent and Assistant Medical Superintendent draw
comparatively good salaries; so they ought to be in
the vieinity of experts. But what I am at a loss to
understand—and also the Medical man—-is that when
people are sent down to the Mental Hospital, they
either Temain under observation or are sent out
without any treatment, plus the fact that the numbers
there have mnot been reduced by the treatment. In
other words, the Minister has tonight told us of the
van and all the other things which you have for the
facilities of the staff and what not. That to my, way
of thinking, matters very little when it comes to a
Hospital for the mentally ill. What does matter,
Sir, is whether you are reducing the numbers like
all other countries with those modern drugs which

I do not think the Hon. Minister can challenge me-

on tonight as regards this istitution. I should like
the Minister to be able to tell me that before I go
any further and in what percentage are they being
reduced.

And I know that when T posed these questions to
the Hon. Minister of Social Services, who is a profes-
sional man, he might think that a layman has no right
doing that. I want to find out these things; I have
discussed this matter with many eminent practition-
¢rs who have been very worried about this matter,
and T have recently discussed it with a Psychiatrist
for whom T got the figures.

9.25 p.mv

Hon, Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: T hope the hon.
member appreciates the fact that T am not in a posi-
sion to give him that information tonight. One would
not ordinarily anticipate that a question like that
would have been asked. We have men dovn there as
well qualified as they ave anywhere else, to treat pen-
ple. They use all modern methods—shock treat-
ment, modern drugs—and I did not think that anv-
body thought that with the introduction of these
modern methods, any Hospital would be impeded.
There are certain incurables which nothing will cure.
T was in Jamaiea the other dav, and T can say that
our percentage compares verv favourably with theirs.
(Mr. E. D. MOTTLLEY: Tt iz verv much hicher

i
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1 read] 1 saw! [Lauwghter]. However, 1 cannot

sgive the hon. member that answer tonigh:.

Mr, E. D MOTTLREY : That is a straight-
forward and honest reply. On behalf of the people
of this Country, I am demanding a reply because this
question is worrying tue doctors in this Country very
much. I am going to reserve the criticism which 1
will make, but medicines for the treatment of mental
ills were procurable for sometime now. You have
men as qualified as you can find anywhere else. That,
I have accepted. The Hon. Minister has said that
they are using the best medicines that they ean pos-

-sibly get; but, do they know how to use the med!.

cines? There is a difference between having the
medicines and having the qualified man and knowing
how to use those medicines. We are spending a
handsome sum on this place, and if you take these
things in the various categories, ag the Hon. Minister
knows, there is shock treatment for one thing, anti-
biotic drugs for another, X-ray treatment for another,
and so on. However, I have been made to under-
stand that the bulk of your cases could be placed in
a particular category, and that in keeping with
modern treatment more could be done for these
people. It matters not how well you get your at-
tendants trained, or the farm working, or how many
pick-ups you have or what not; what most matters
to us or what must matter most of all, is that when
such an illness comes to a member of a family, with
all the system of Government you have, and with. all
you are doing in your medical servieces, are you get-
ting what you are paying your money for?

I am warning the Hon. Minister of Social Ser-
vices, as soon as the consideration of these Estimates
is over to ask for a Report such as I have asked for,
and if he decides to set up a Committee of medical
experts to get a Report cn the matter, he will see what
the position is. I know what I am saying, and the
Hon. Minister knows what I am saying also. In 1953,
you had a big amount, but you might have been foi-
lowing things up, and in 1954, you will find that the
amount of antibiotic drugs have been improved by so
much, that you might not have followed them up. 1L
do not agree with just bringing people here; medical
officers who are Specialists of this kind, should not
be worried about the running of farms or about the
administration of the place, and what not. © We want
to know about the physical condition of the people.
I want the answers to the questions I have posed for
the benefit of this House and for the benefit of the
people, because members of the medical fraternity
have very little faith in this matter. They feel that
more could be done for the people than what is being
done. T say that sufficient is not being done for the
people; 1T make allowanceg for those cases which are
incurable, but the health of the people must come

first. None of us ecan escape when those things are
in the air.
Mr. ALLDER: It has always been my opinion

that the medical profession should start to think of
new methods of combaiting the disease which is ex-
wisting at the Mental Hospital. What has happened
in recent years is that the numbers continued to
increase, and although extensions have been made
from time to time, yet the extent to which you might
have to extend that Institution might become fright-
«ning. T do not know much about such illnesses, but
T have done a little reading on such matters, and what
T am going to suggest now is purely what T have read
being done by more advanced eommunities than ours.
What I hawve been told is that most of the cases down

“there are due to syphilis.

vty ==

Mr. ACTING CHAIRMAN: May 1 ask the
hon. member what is the Item on which he is speak-
ing?

Mr. ALLDER: I am dealing with Item 40, and
what is more, 1 am dealing with all the Items which
are not voted by law. I am told that most of the
cases’ down there are due to syphilis, and therefore
one would have thought that, with the increase in the
antibiotic drugs which are being used at these Insti-
tutions, more patience would have been used at that
Institution. It has been said that larger numbers
have been at that Institution than formerly, but I
have noticed that there are certain characters around
Bridgetown, whom you see down there and after a
few weeks you see them back on the streets. Then
you see them back down there again, and there is a
kind of constant repetition. ‘
35 p.m.

There is provision under the British consti-
tution which deprives a lunatic of his citizenship;
that is to say, there are ccriain things which he
cannot do because he is not mentally responsible,
A lunatic is not entitled to vote because he was a
Tunatic at some time or the other. 1t is considered
that he is not responsille for what he is doing.

‘What is more, those people are permitted to
have children. I am also told that many cases of
lunacy are inherited; others are developed. Tha¥
means that if one or the other of the parents of a
child has been suffering from lunacy, the offspring
is likely to be tainted ard he or she is likely to become
a lunatic too.

There is another very technical thing which I
would like to bring to the notice of this House. It
is not the flrst time that a scheme of eugenics has
been introduced in a progressive society. I am told
that the Romans of old have practised such things
and nations have become interested in the physical
nature of their people. I am wondering if such 12
suggestion should not be made in respect of Barbados.
Of course, that will be a matter for the Medical
profession. I do not presume to be able to suggest
to them what they should do but we do have to
give some consideration to the continual increase in
the population of that Institution.

T notice under the same Head that although we
bhave voted large sums of expenditure on the farm
there with the hope that the Institution would be-
come more self-sufficient as a result of that, the
vote for “‘Provisions’’ continues to bie the same, as
a matter of fact, it is more than what it wvas in 1953—
74. When we were discussing that item lasi year, it was
pointed out that the sole purpose of extendng thai
farm was to provide a means of work for people at
that Institution, because making use of those patienss
by their assisting in the running of the farm, at4
tending to cattle, or planting a potato, was one of the
therapeutic treatments of the people of that institu-
tion. If that is one of the methods of treatment of
veople afflicted with that illness and if it wera
carried out, why is the vote for provisions still ati
the same figure? I am wondering if the extensiony
bhave been carried out under proper lines. T do not
know, but certainly if you had decided to extend
the Farm and the extension was carried out on
proper lines you should have more cattle, therefore,
vou should buy less milk, you should have more pigs,
therefore, you should buy less meat; you should
have that large track of pasture which was formally
in orass cultivated, therefore, you should buy less
potatoes, and certainlv less provisions.

I do not know if the Advisory Committee of that
Institution is as active as it should have been to
put forward these suggestions. I feel it would b.
difficult for the Medical Sunerintendent to be able
to see everything that should be noticed, therefore,
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it just depends on the kind of membership which
he has on the Advisory Committee of that Institution
to help him. I am, hoping to see a reduction in the
expense of that Institution in view of the fact that
you have made provision for an evtended farm,
which I hope will help to supply the things which
vou have to buy outside.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: In reply to the
hon. senior member for St. John I do not propose
to go into the question of eugenics, [A VOICE: Is
it too deep for you?] Yes. I am wondering if the
hon. member will be willing to support the question
for sterilisation of the individual. [Mr. ALLDER:
If it is the best method for the society.] You wiil
remember that the Nazis practise it.

Anyhow, to be serious, there is one allegation
which the hon. memper made which is not true. It
is with respect to his saying that the numbers at that
institution are increasing year by year. That stale-
ment is not true. [A VOICE: Yes, it is.] I am say-
ing that figures which I have in my possession show
that that is not so. The hon. member also mentioned
that sometime ago he saw someone who was an in-
mate of that Institution previously, on the streets
and then a few weeks afterwards he saw that person
readmitted to the Institution again as a patient.
According to the recent law, everybody who goes to
the Lunatic Asylum is not a lunatic; they are not
patients for medical treatment. They are not
certified as lunatics. They go there as temporary
patients for medical treatment. According to that
law a person can go there and stay a few weeks and
then return, if he takes sick again.
$.45 p.m.

On the question of syphilis I do not know if
he feels all the patients there are suffering from
syphilis. All the patients suffering from syphilis
down there are taken care of until blood-tests reveal
that they are cured. He did make some allegation
about the farm. It is true we had high hopes for
the farm, but the hon. member will remember early
last year we had a period of draught; there was no
rain and therefore there was no produce from the
farm: and we had to buy vegetables outside which
were even dearer in most cases than what was esti-
mated. The hon. member will be surprised to hear
that at one time last year, the farm produced enough
milk to satisfy the patients and some was sold to
the General Hospital; but of course after the hur-
ricane, plus, ag I said the drought which reduced the
amount of grass and so on, the farm yield was re-
duced and we had to buy meat and fodder and con-
centrated feed. Anyway, we are still going ahead
with the farm and we hope in the not too distant
future to be able to report that the farm is a success.
We have every hope that it will be a success.

The question that the sum of $285,111 be wvoted
under Head XXIII Mental Hospital was put and
yesolved in the affirmative without dwiston,

Head XXIII—Lazaretto

Head XXIII (4)-—-Lozaretto—was called.

Hon. & H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the
sum of $29,592, be voted under this Head.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to second
that.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Now, Sir, I have mjssed
something from here. This is the Leprosarium. The
Minister of Health knows I will not let anything on
that pass without querying it. Under the Cost of
Living, T notice that After Care is removed from
this Head. Let me say on this question of after care,
T am wondering whether the Hon. Minister can tell
me whether any increase has been given.—

Mr. ACTING CHAIRMAN: On what Item is
the hon. senior member for the City speaking?

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I know. All the Items to
be voted under this Head. Do you want me to call
them? [t is usual here, I think.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: It is not hera
under this Head, but it will be found under another
Head.

Mr, E. D. MOTTLEY: I know; it is under
Social Welfare. I am sorry for most oi you who
are like little children who have to do what people
say. Medicine, $2,500. I am wordering, Sir, if the
Minister can tell me if when these people come
out from the Leprosarium part of their after care
is to let them see thz doctor and have treatment
still, and if he can tell me if for that after care
they are paying $2,500. I have had the experience,
Nir, of having discharged lepers come to me want.
ing to get extractions. Well, you know as well as
I do that & few dentists in private practice outside
will want to have discharged lepers; however it mignt
be signified that they are cured, and it is difficult
to get Dental Surgeons to do the job. I would like
the Minister to tell me if in this vote for $2,500,
provision is made for discharged lepers to get ex-
tractions or if it is only for the inmates inside?
That is ome point; and I would not want to raise
it after mow. The same thing applies to Eye
Treatment. You have this amount for Eye treat-
ment and dental treatment, but what about dis-
charged patients who happen to want this treat-
ment? On the other hand, representation should
be made to increase the allowance given to dis-
charged inmates so that they can actually eke out
an existence, because it is felt, and you know well
enough, that nobody will hire them although they
will have a medical certificate to the effect that
they are perfectly all right. So I would like the
Hon. Minister to tell me whether this dental and
cye treatment applies to them and if Le can tell
me now or have I got to wait. Have they made any
improvement in after care?

9.55 p.m.

Mr. ALLDER: The Hon. Minister of Social
Cervices knows that this is a very dreadful disease,
and that when a person has contracied it, he is
ostracized, and such people find it very bhard to
eke out an existence. I have had complaints that
such persons have been treated very harshly by
the After-Care Committee. Anyhow, the Minister
of Social Services will know who iz resporsible
in this matter. I have met some of these persous
who were formerly patients at this Institution, and
they complain about the difficulty which they ex-
perience in getting employment. Whether it is the
Barbados Government or any other Government.
The Government is always responsible for the ex-
istence of the people in the community, and when
the people fall by the way, thereby finding it
mmpossible to eke out an existence for themselves,
they automatically become a charge ov the Gov-
ernment. I know of a good carpenter who came
from Speightstown, and went into that Institution,
but before he went down there he used to get a
lot of work.

Mr. ACTING CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
ig dealing with the same question of After-Cars;
I think I have given him quite a lot of latitude.

Mr. ALIDER: 1 am wondering if the Govern-
ment could mnot make some arrargement whereby
these discharged patients who have skill could be
employed at the different Government Departments.
This is nothing to do with working in a kitcher
where condemnation eould take place; my personal
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feeling is that these discharged peopie should e
assisted.

Mr. ACTING CHAIRMAN: The question of
After-Care does not come ir here at all.

Mr. ALLDER: Where can I raise this question?

Mr. ACTING CHAIRMAN: Undecr the Head
““Social Servces.”’

Mr. ALLDER: Anyhow, the Hon Minister of
Social Services knows what I am trying to bring
forward. If a man is a carpenter

Mr., ACTING CIHAIRMAN: I ruls the hon.
member out of Order. I have spoken to him on more
than one occasion.

Mr. ALLDER: I am saying that after you have
assisted in training these patierts in certain skills,
when they have been so trained and reieased from
that Institution, there is no avenue whereby -

Horn. G. H. ADAMS: I am app=aling to the
hon. member. He is one of those hon. members whe
always endeavour to obey the Chair, aad to abide
by the rules of procedure. There is no necessily
for him to follow anybody else to do what is wrong.
When we come to the particular Head, the hon.
member can deal with it.

Mr. ALLDER. It seems as if the EHcu, Minister
knows what I am aiming at, and I will leave it fo
him.

Mr. BE. D. MOTTLEY : For the sake of Demoe-
zacy, when we ask questions over bere, let the
eppropriate Minister have the oppovtunity to
answer, otherwise I will get up and falk. I am not
making any apologies to anybody for that; please,
Mr. Acting Chairman, do not put any question
until the appropriate Minister has th. chance cf
saying something in reply. My right in here is the
same as anybody else’s right in here If they do
not want it to be so, then let us have a showdown.
If the Hon. Minister has not got an answer, well,
he has not got it; but let him get up and say
something.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS : The hon. member
asked two questions, and in both cases 1 say that
I know there is some difficulty about rendering
service to these people after they have left the
Institution. However, if these people return to the
Institution on the day on which the Dentist visits
the Institution, they will get treatmemnt.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY. 1 appreciate that
answer, but that does not happen now. I have been
experiencing that trouble, and I am asking the
Hon. Minister to make what he has said quite clear
w0 the Superintendent of the Institution. I thank
the Hon Minister for his reply; that should also
apply to the question of the eyes. In passing, 1
could hardly allow the observation ¢f the Hon.
Minister to go unnoticed; this prejudice does not
only exist among th: Dental Surgesns and the
general publie, but also among the Medical Prac-
titioners and the general public, because we all
know of the celebrated case in whick a Matron at
the Hospital had to perform an operation for
appendicitis on a patient of the Mental Hospital,
when not one doctor would perform that operation,
That person lived. I repeat; this prejudice exists
not only in the community but among the doctors
as well.

The question that the sum of $285,111 be wvoted
under this Head was put and resolved in the affirm-
ative without division. i

Head XXIII--Medical
(5) Board of Health

Hea@ XXIII—Medical (5) Board of Health—-
was called.

Hon. G. H., ADAMS: I beg to move that the
sum of $17,545 be voted under this Head.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to
second that.

10.05 p.m.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Chairman, nearly
all these Items under this Head are ‘“‘to be voted.”’
This Item deals with infectious diseases but what I
really want to say on that question will be mora
appropriately said under another Head which we
will come to later. I notice under Capital Worls
that there is provision for proper isolation. I want
to know what are going to be the arrangements made
for it, so I just give notice of my question now so
that the Hon. Minister will be aware of what I am
going to ask when we are considering that Head.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I did not hear
the question.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : On this question which
I am going to raise when we are dealing with proper
isolation under Capital Expenditure. I want to know
whether provision is made under the Department of
Medical Services for the proper isolation of infec-
tious diseases.

The question that the sum of $17,545 be wvoted
under this Head was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Head XXIII—Medical

(6) Bacteriologist and Pathologist

Heaq XXIII — Medical (6) Bacteriologist and
Pathologist was called.

Hon G. H. ADAMS: I beg| to move that the sum
of $9,675 be voted under this Head.

Hon Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to second
that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
matiwe without division.

Head XXIII-—Medical
(7) Health Centres

Head XXIIT Medical (7) Health centres was
called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, thisis
another Head under which a number of Itemg are
to be added. They are as follows:—

Speightstown.

Item 8 (a) (New)—Staff Nurse—$528.
Provision of $528 (To be voted) for the salary oi
a Staff Nurse on seale $528 x 48—864.

St. Michael.

Item 9 (a) (New)—Laboratory Supervisor—
$4,128.
Provision of $4,128 (To be voted) for the
salary of a Laboratory Supervisor on scale $4,128
x 192 — 5,280 x 240 — 5,760.
ftem 12 (a) (New) — Staffi Nurse — $528

Provision of $528 (To be voted) for the salary
of a staff Nurse on scale $528 x 48 — 864.
ltem 13 (a) (New) — Female Clerk — $624

Provision of $624 (To be voted) for the salary
of a Female Clerk on scale $624 x 48 — 1,008 x 72
— 1,440.

Item 17 (a) New — Laboratory Attendant — $480

Provision of $480 (To be voted) for the salary
i a Liaboratory Attendant on scale $480 x 48 — 816.

St. Philip
Ttem 19 (@) New — Medical officer of Health -—
$6,000.

Provision of $6,000 (To be voted) for the salary
of a Medical Officer of Health on scale $5,520 x 480
—6,480 together with a non-pensionable allowance
of $480 p.a.
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Item 19 (b) (New)—Senior Health Nurse—
$1,560.

Provision of $1,5601 (to be voted) for the salary
of g Senior Health Nurse on scale $1,560 x 72—1,920.

Item 19 (¢) (New)—Jumor Healthh Nurses—
$2592,

Provision of $2,592 (To be voted) for the sal-
aries of 3 Junior Health Nurses on scale $864 x 48
1,344

’ Item 19 (d) (New)—Laboratory Assistant —
$600

’ Provision of $600 (To be voted) for the salary
of a Laboratory Assistant on scale $600: 600: 660:
840 x 72—1,128 (E.B.) 1,296 x 96 — 1,680 (E.B.)
1,872 x 96—2,160 x 120 — 2,280.

Item 19 (e) (New) — Staff Nurse—$528.

Provision of $528 (To be voted) for the salary
of a Staff Nurse on scale $528 x 48 —864.

Item 19 (f) (New) — Stenographer-Typist —

624
i Provision of $624 (To be voted) for the salary
of a Stenographer-Typist on scale $624 x 48—1,200.

Item 19(g) (New)—Messenger—$480

Provision of $480 (To be voted) for the salary
of a Messenger on scale $480 x 48 — 816. R

Item 19 (h) (New)—Unestablished Stoff—$390

Provision of $390 (To be voted) for the wages of
a Labourer paidi at Key Scale rates.

Item 20—ILaving-out Allowance—$2,272

Increased by $624 (To be voted) to $2,896 to
provide allowances in respect of 3 Staff Nurses.
(Ttems 3(a), 12 (a) and 19 (e)).

Item 20(a) (New)—Health Visitors Allowance
—$1,440

Provision of $1,440 (To be voted) to pay an al-
Jowance to 12 Health Nurses at $120 p.a. each.

Item 21—C.0.L. Allowance—$3,050 ‘

Increased by $1,833 (To be voted) to $4,883 to
provide allowances for additional staff.

Speightstown

Item 22—Uniforms—$240

Tnereased by $60 (To be voted) to $300 to pro-
vide uniform for the Staff Nurse.

Item 29(a) (New)—Cleaning—$215

Provision of $215 (To be voted) for the wages

a part-time Maid.
of Ilzfe'm 31—Laundry and Ration Allowance—$1,188

Increased by $297 (To be voted) to $1,485 to pro-

vide an allowance for the Staff Nurse.
St. Michael

Ttem 32—Uniforms—$360

Increased by $60 (To be voted) to $420 to pro-
vide uniform for the Staff Nurse.

TItem 42—Lamudry and Ration Allowance—
$1,188.

Increased by $297 (To be voted) to $1,485 to
provide an allowance for the Staff Nurse.

St. Philip

Item 44 (a) (New)—Uniforms—$300 _

Provision of $300 (To be voted) to provide
uniforms for 4 Public Health Nurses and a Staff
Nurse at $60 p.a. each. )

Ttem 44(b) (New)—Furniture and equipment
—$960 .

Provision of $960 (To be voted) for furniture
and equipment.

I gemp 44(¢) (New)—Stationery —$75

Provision of $75 (To be voted). )

Ttem 44(d) (New) Public Health Education
—$240. )

Provision of $240 (To be voted) for magazines,
pamphlets, charts, maps and demonstration material.

Item 44(e) (New)—Travelling Ezpenses—$4C0

Provision of $600 (To be voted) for travelling
expenses of Medical Officer of Health:

Item 44 (f) (New)— Upkeep of Car—$600

Provision of $600 (To be voted) for gasolenc,
wages of chauffeur and insurance,

liem 44 (g) (New)-—Drugs, disinfectants and
dressings—$2,250

Provision of $2,250 (To be voted) for drugs for
V.D. Clinie, anti and post natal Clinies and dental
Clinics.

Item 44 (h) (New)—Upkeep of Laboratory—
$75

Provision of $75 (To be voted) for stains, re-
agents, solution, slides and cover slips for laboratory
use.

Item 44 (v) (New)—Laght, power and water —
$200

Provision of $200 (To be voted).

Item 44 (j) (New)—Cleaning—$215

Provision of $215 (To be voted) for the wages of
a part-time Maid.

Item 44 (k) (New)—Laundry and Ration Al-
lowance—$1,485.

Provision of $1,485 (To be voted to provide al-
lowances for 4 Public Health Nurses and a Staff
Nurse. o

Item 44(l) (New)—Incidentals—$250.

Provision of $250 (To be voted) for laundry,
linen and ineidental expenses.

Item 45—C.0.L Allowance—$232

Increased by $146 (To be voted) to $378 to pro-
vide allowances for additional staff

Item 46 (New)—Motor Car—$3,450

Provision of $3,450 (To be voted) for the pur-
chase of a Motor Car to be used at the St. Philip
Health Centre.

Item 47 (New)—DBicycles—$330

Provision of $330 (To be voted) for the purchase
of a bieycle for each of the three Health Centres for
use by Health Visitors.

I beg to move that the sum of $113,776 be now
voted under this Head.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: In seconding
this motion, Mr. Chairman, I would like to give a
little more information. This increase in Staff before
us is really significant of the activities of the repre-
sentatives of W.H.O: They have come according to
an agreement to assist us in setting up Health Centres
and Health Services in general, and they have asked
in many cases for assistance of new staff and as a
result, we are regrading the whole staff.

In St. Michael there is need for a Laboratory
Supervisor. You will have Laboratory Technicians
at the St. Michael’s Centre ag well as at Speightstown
and at St. Philip when that Centre is built. In ad-
dition to that, it is felt that we should have a Labora-
tory Supervisor who will so to speak co-ordinate all
three of these laboratories at the Health Centres.
10.15 p.m.

The provision of $4,128 is for that officer, then
there are the staff nurse, Female Clerk, Labora-
tory Attendant in connection with the Health Cen
tres. These are all now Ttems consequent upon the
tecommendation from the W.H.Q. experts. As you
will see, everything in St. Philip will be finished
later on this year, probably abont July and this
provision: is for staff. Instead of having to come back
in a short while when this building has been erected
and about to function, we present the whole picture
te the Committee so that they will see what staff is
required, bearing in mind that the figures in some
of these cases will only represent half of the salaries,
that is, in as much as we do not expect the Health
Centre to funection during any more than half the
finanecial year, provision is made for half nf the staff
as far as the emoluments are concerned, except that
in such cases you will need furniture, uniform and
things of that sort and the full expense to meet thi¢
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is put here; otherwise provision is made for only
balf the year. The amount for bicycle and motor
car is only made for half the year. That is the po-
sition as far as these Items are concerned. I beg 1o
move that the sum of $113,776 be voted under Head
XXIII (7) Health Centres.

Mr. BE. D. MOTTLEY : This is one of the Heads
under Medical Services at which, I suppose, you ars
bound to admit you cannot level any eriticism. I
want to say that if the Government is as successful
in securing for St. Philip an officer of the type of
those which you have in St. Michael and St. reter
then you will be assured of the suceess of that clinic
which you are going to open in St. Philip. I say thet
because as I said earlier today the officer in St.
Peter besides being a doctor—and this cannot be said
for every doctor—is a man worthy of the post wyhich
be holds, I have never met a Medical Practitioner
who can get on more easily with people and make
them understand and appreciate what is being done
for them than Dr. Byer. I can say the same for the
officer for St. Michael, Dr. Cochrane. I must admit
I have met few officials who have taken such
immediate interest in the work they have to do as Dr.
Cochrane : and if you get a man of the calibre and the
sympathy and understanding for human beings
as you have in St. Michael and St. Peier, you wili
be doing a great service to Barbados. These two
Departments are doing a wonderful job. T chsevve,
Mr. Acting Chairman, I am dealing with ITtem 25
and may be Item . . . whatever is the Item o
Health Education. Look at it carefully. Does ks
Hon. Minister not think the amounts are very small
I+ says for St. Michael $480 and for St. I’eter which
covers St. Lugy and so on $600. For St. Michael
£100 includes provision for visual aids to Health
education, magagzines, pamphlets, charis, maps and
demonstration material. I am sure the Hon. Minister
kacws how ‘“‘Enmore’’ has ‘taken on’ iu the public
eye, and how much more it is doing. I think Health
education can go a bit further, and I have always
advocated that to enlighten people on public health
matters and the prevention of disease, they should
give better service to the public. You give $600
for the parish of St. Peter where you have St. Lucy,
S8t. Thomas and all the parishes for which it caters
while for St. Michael jou give £100. 1 think there
is a greater necessity to give more propaganda o
the public health in St. Michael where you have
a greater density of population and slum areas.
I wonder if the Hon. Minister will agree if he iooks
and sees there is only $480 for St. Michael and $6G0
for Speightstown. Four hundred and eighty dollar:
is & very small amount and I know surely if he has
been looking at the figures, especially in the actual
T.B. campaign earried on there by the two officers,
he realises that. He knows what I am talking about.
One hundred pounds is nothing, and T should hate
to think that in mid-year when you really have a
campaign going among yonr Boards of Health In-
spectors and you get down—I hope you are going
to get down—slides to go from school to school on a
rval Public Health Campaign, you should find it 1s
not enough.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS'":
sary we will get more.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I hear the honourab o
member say that. T know in this Department th-y
are going to be parsimonious in using the necessai >
propaganda for public health, but why is it you
can find $600 for public health for the population
in a place where the three parishes would be less
than half the population of the parish of St. Michael?
T have nothing more than the ereatest praise for rhe
way these two public health centres are bei g

If it is neces-

operated, and I say unhesitatingly that it is because
you have been successful in selecting two able,
humane men to be at the Head.

The question that the sum of $113,776 to be
voted under Head XXXII (7)—Health Cenires—
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

Head XXIIT (8)
Maternity Hospital

Head XXIIT (8) — Matermity Hospital — was
called.

Hon, G- H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the
sum of $35,404 be voted under this Head.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: 1 beg to second
that.

Mr, F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Acting Chairman,
when you look at this Head, you will notice that
there are no Items under it fixed by law, and you
are voting $35,404. What I would like to ask the
Minister is why are we continuing this system? Is
the Maternity Hospital still an experiment? We
have the Health Centres into which we can absorb it,
and especially if you look at certain posts you will
find a clerk that is graded in accordance with the
Civil Servants and other people. I am therefore
x_vondering when you are going to appreciate that this
13 a necessary Department in the Medical Service and
have it established,

10.25 p.m.

As the position stands now, it seems to me as
if you are treating all of these things as at an experi-
mental stage, and you do not have any desire to
bring them under your medical establishment. I
believe that that Hospital has become a factor in
our medical establishmunt and it should be regu-
larised- It came in under C.D. & W. Funds, and we
know that it must have outlived the 5 years when it
was worked under CD, & W. 1 am wondering
whether we are treating this Head as a Department
which is not standing on its own feet.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: The honourable
member has answered himself; this is still an ex-
periment. Under the provisions for a new Hospital
or an extended Hospital; the Maternity Hospital
will be absorbed; therefore we cannot establish it.

Mr. E- D. MOTTLEY : This is a waste of time;
these services should be in your General Hospitai.
If this building is a giit, it should be sold and the
money used in respect of the Hospital. I am saying
that as far as this Maternity Hospital is concerned,
it has served its purpose and T agree with the hon-
ourable junior member for St. Peter that these
services should be absorbed in the General Hospital.
It makes the training easier if you put these services
at the General Hospital.

In connection with Item 12, ‘‘Servant for
Matron,”” I observe that the sum of $312 is to be
voted. I should like to know whether you pay the
servants for other Matrons at the same rate. I should
like to see the Government being consistent in the
salaries which they pay to servants, I recall that
this is not at the same rate at which you pay the
servants at Frdiston Training College. I think the
Governmient should have a regular pay for domestic
servants. I am asking the Hon. Minister of Social
Services in future that they go into this qwestion
of. the wages of domestic servants and get them ail
on the same basis

The question thal the sum of $35,404 be voted
under this Head wos put and resolved in the affirma-

tive without division.
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Head XXIX—Barbados Regiment

Head XXIV—Barbados Regiment—was catlea.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the
sum of $56,135 be voted under this Head.

Hon. Dr. H. ¢. 1. CUMMINS: I beg to second
that.

The question that the sum of $56,135 be voted
under this Head wis pul and, 1esolved n the affirma
tive without division

Head XXV—Public Works

Head XXV—Public Works—was called.

Ion. G. H. ADAMS: 1 am asking leave fo
make amendments to vhis Head.

There being mo objection, leave was grented
the Hon. Premier. .,
Ttem 12 (a) (New) — Telephone Operaior — $528

Provision of $528 (Fixed by Law) for the salary
of a Telephone Qperator on scale $528 x 48 — 912
under the authority of C.E. (G) (Amendment) Or-
der, 1956.
ltem 16 — C.0.L. Allowance — $9,027

Increased by $100 (To be voted) tc $9,127 to
provide an allowance for the Telephone (perator.
Item 92 (New) — Plant and Equipment — $3,000

Provision of $3,000 (To be voted) for the pur-
chase of a concrete mixer to expedite the Capital
Works programme.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the
sum of $256,087 be voted under this Head.

Hom. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I keg to second

Lat.
; Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I will deal with these
Ttems as I go along. The first one is Item 21, ‘“Wind-
mg and Repairs to Clock,”” I believe I can safely say
that the Public Buildings Clock is gradually be-
coming a disgrace in that when it is keeping any
time at all, it is not earrying the correct time; and
at other times, it is difficult to see what the time i
T do feel that an important factor such as that Cloex
should be kept in a proper condition and give t}'le
service which you would expeet from our local Big
Ben. I hope that in time, we will be gerting proper
service from that Clock

The next Item is Item 82, ‘‘Customs.”” The
note to this Item says that this amouns of $1,480 is
in respect of general maintenance, repairs and minor
alterations, and that the increase from 700 is due
to extensive roof painting and replacerient of steel
doors and iron windows. I would lik: to say that
the Customs Department is one of the biggest res.
enue-bearing Departments in this Island, and it is
a detestable and disgraceful Department. No
country like Barbados which is spending money on
Public Buildings, should continue with the Customs
House which you have on the Wharf and at the
Baggage Warehouse. This Island is entitled to
something much better for a landing place than the
Baggage Warehouse, and I think tha’ somethirg
should be done to the Customs landing pier. I
should like to know if there are any plans within
the future Five Year Development Programme to
make better buildings for this place.

10.35 p.m.

Then, Mr. Chairman, there is another Item —
Ttem 86 — Bicyele Sheds at Governmeni House ani
Belmont Police Post — to which I would like to
refer. I do not know much about building but it
does seem to me somewhat high to spend $400 on
providing bieycle sheds. How many bicycles are
vou proposing to house at Government House and
how many at Belmont Police Post, that it is going

te require $400 to buld the sheds? In Barbades,
at times, there is the urge to make certain things
too elaborate and 1 do feel that some attempt should
e made to have more modest buildings and equip-
ment when it comes to things such as these. You
do not need to have any elaborate structures for
bicyele sheds. I would really like to know what
kind of building they propose to erect for these bicy-
cles. I do hope that the Hon. Minister will pay
some attention to the points I have made on Items
21, 32 and 86.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairmar, I thought
that an extention of the programme of building Bus
Shelters would have been carried out this year. Gov-
rnment started the programme by building a few.
On the last occasion, I hinted to them that one should
be put at the cornmer of the Pine and they agreed
with my suggestion. I notice the Item. has been
left out entirely in these Estimates. Apart from
the need for one at the corner of the Pine, there
are many places where bus shelters can be put for
reople who are awaiting buses. The mneed for them
has become so great, that I think the Ttem should
Le left in the Hstimates annually. People have to
wait at stop poles for buses in the rai- or hot suz,
and there should be some sort of shelter provided
for them. The one they have erected at the corner
of Culloden Road is serving a useful purpose and I
do mot think they have spent the momney unwisely.
For that reason I regret that Government did not
see its way to put the vote in again this sear.

H9n. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairmsn, I must
epologise to the honourable junior member for
Christ Chureh for apparent shortsightedness. I did
promise him on the last occasion when the Estimates
were discussed to give some attention to the erection
of a bus shelter at the Corner of the Pme. How-
ever, the Estimates for the coming year are not yet
passed; we still have to deal with Capital Expendi-
ture, and I will raise the question at Executive
Commlttee meeting and if an agreement is reached
we will be able to put something in Capital Expen-
oiture for that purpose. '

I do not appreciate the remarks made by the
honourable junior member for St. Peter velative
to the clock in the first place; however, I will promise
him that T will take up the matter with the Di-
rector as well as the other matter he referred to
about the Customs Buildings and the Baggage
Warehpuse. As far as 1 am concerned, T do not
know if it is advisable at this stage to do anything
to the Customs or Baggage Warehouse, in view of
the fact that it is proposed to construet the Deep
Water Harbour and presumably the traffic will be
diverted to that end. I presume the honourable
member is speaking of the construction of some-
thing of a permanent nature instead of repairing
that old wooden building which exists today. 1
regret I am unable to inform him of the number
of bicycles for which provision is made in the Esti-
mates for the erection of sheds for them but if I
%gt the information tomorrow I will pass it on to
im,

The question that the sum of $256,087 be voted
under this Head was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Head XXVI—Pensions

Head XXVI—Pensions—was called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: 1 beg to move that the
sum of $729,954 be voted under this Head.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: T beg to second
that.
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Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I intimated
to Government that we should continue until 10.30
pm. It is now that time. We have been sitting
here from 12 o’clock (noon) and we are prepared
to come tomorrow.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: We will carry on until
11 p.m.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I am speak-
ing on Item 1. What I want to draw to your at-
tention is that in recent months we have noticed
a mass of resignations.

[A VOICE: Item 1 is Premiums under Pen-
sion Act, 1907, Part 11.]

Mr. ALLDER: I am sorry; I am not referring
to that.

The question that the sum of $729,954 be voted
under this Head was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

10.45 p.m.

Head XXVII—Charges of Debt

Head XX VII—Charges of Debi—was called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the
sum of $398,161 be voted under this Head.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to second
that. ‘

The question that the sum of $398,161 be woted
under Head XX VII—Charges of Debt was put and
resolved in the affirmetive without dwiston.

Head XXVIII—Subsidies and Grants

Head XXVIII — Substdies and Grants — was
called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum
of $574,877 be voted under this Head.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to second
that.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Acting Chairman, under
Ttem 31, New Haven Day Nursery $120. From the
beginning of that nursery they have given a grant of
$120, and on every occasion I have drawn it to the
attention of the Minister of Social Services and 1
believe he has promised me from time to time on the
next occasion he would look into it. It does a real
good service and is the same thing on a smaller scale
as what Mr. John Beckles does at his Centre. Mus.
Hall and her workers do an excellent job in raising
money both by concerts and dances, and she has quite
a trying time in keeping it going. It is only by her
persistence and her personality that she has been able
to keep the doors of that Day Nursery open. I have
been there and I have seen those children; and if
there wag not a place like that, many of the mothers
would have to remain at home and would not be able
to go out to work. It is a type of voluntary work
that we should be encouraging, b ecause we ean do with
more people like these voluntary workers at the Day
Nursery not only in one parish, but throughout the
island. Tt is a real service they are doing to the people
around that area, and I regret that we come back
again with such a small sum. We should show our
appreciation to people who are willing to do some-
ihing to better the conditions of the labouring class.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Acting
Chairman, allow me to answer the honourable mem
ber. T quite realise that all the honourable member
said is true and I do remember that I made the
promise, but Mrs. Hall has not applied for any
further assistance. If she puts a case to me, I will
give it due consideration.

Mr. GODDARD: Well, I am sorry you told me
that, because, personally, I think the Social Welfare

Department if it is existing and is working, would
see that. 1t should be one of their duties to see the
type of voluntary organisations that are really active
and try to assist them. Personally, 1 believe it was
through that Department that the small grant was
given in the initial stages, because they were then
beginning and she did not think it would have kept
the doors open; but it has survived for four or five
years, and it should have appeared to the Social
Welfare Department that it was deserving of more.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : On the last occasion when
you discussed the Estimates, you took opportunity
to discuss Subsidies when the other members went
home. That is the sort of thing you try to do all the
time. I am moving the deletion of the $10,000 to
B.W.ILLA. I think it is dishonesty.

Last time I had to go home becatise the Premier
thought the only way to get it done was to carry on
till morning. Ten thousand dpllars to B.W.L.A. Item
41 reads: ‘It ig proposed to make an agreement with
other Governments for payment of a subsidy to
B.W.I.A. Airways.”” After that was voted last time,
I am sure if the Hon, Premier recalls, he said 1%
would be given consideration. None of us expected
it would come back in here.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS:: I hope the honourable mem-
ber will not mind my interrupting him. 7T said I did
not agree with several of the clauses in that Agree-
ment and unless B.W.ILA. would agree with what
we wanted in the Agreement, we would not pay out
the money and that assurance still stands. The
Agreement put to use has clauses that we cannot agree
to and anyhow we cannot agree in this and the
money cannot be passed over unless this House agrees
with the terms of the Agreement,

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Thank you very much.
Then the Estimates are wrong. What happened to
last year’s money?

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: No money was paid out.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Acting Chairmau, I
do not think the Premier should bring this back here.
This thing stinks to high heaven. Everybody outside
of the Government knows that. This whole thing
stinks to heaven. That is the way you ean do things
today. What are we getting for the $10,000 to
B.W.ILA. subsidy?

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I must interrupt again.
We will get for it what this House says. Noi one
eent is going unless the House approves of the ciauses
of the Agreement. If in the Agreement they are
going to overcharge us, until the Ilouse passes the
Agreement, they cannot get a half cent.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Then why put it in here?
‘Why not let us see the Agreement? )

Hon M. E. COX: Mr. Acting Chairman, on a
point of Order, the Agreement was handed to every
member of this House in discussing the Estimates on
the last occasion. We have nothing to hide.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : If that is so why put it
in here? What is the idea of giving this $10,000
subsidy ¢ What are we getting for the subsidy?

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Read the Agreement.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: You do not know
yourself what you are getting for it. This is one of
those things upon which the country is being taken
for a ride. T really could never understand it. What
are we going to get for it?

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Go home and read th.
Agreement.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : T do not have to do that.
Why don’t you as Premier tell the public what they
are going to get for the $10,000? This is being done
~ecause you have the votes and you ean get it. You
ought to be ashamed to put it in and penalise the
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people of Barbados. You know as far as Barbados
is concerned you should, not spend this money on this
service. 1 am very cautious tonight for a lot of
veasons. I think the best thing to do with this is to
move the deletion of it. It would satisfy my con-
science and the people of Barbados that this should
not be in here.

10.55 p.m.

You have the sum of $50,000 for the Publicity
Committee and $40,000 for the Regional Eeconomi:
Committee. We can appreciate these things becaus:
we are thinking of the development of the West
Indies; we are realising that we are on the threshold
of nationhood; we realise what the Caribbean Tour-
ist Association means and the reason why we are
voting this money. But for what reason are we giv
ing this subsidy to BW.I.A.? [Hon. G, H ADAMS:
Why are we subsidising the ‘‘West Indian’’? If it
were not for BW.I. Airways, Federation would be
25 years off] Not for B.W.I. Airways? If the Hon.
Premier is saying that we voted $10,000 for B.W.L
Airways last year, you are not getting ome cent o
this money until we have gone into this Agreement
as to the things we want done. Why have they not
put down a token vote? Why have they put down
this vote of $10,000? I have seen that we are going
to have an Agreement, but why are we asked to vote
this $10,000? Of course, I do not agree at all that
there should be any subsidy to the B.W.I. Airways,
or any other Airways at all,

Sometimes I really wonder how the people of
this Colony could believe in the tenets of Social
ism which they, on that side, preach. Well, if this is

Socialism, then we are standing on a submarine. Led ;

by the Hon. Premier, they preach Socialism, but the
Hon. Premier has said that when an English firm
comes here, we have to give them assistance in spite
of what my friends might say, or words to that effect.
[Hon. G. H. ADAMS: When did I say so?] At the
Marine in the presence of Sir Miles Thomas. If this
is the action of a Socialist Government to give a few
racketeers, as I would call them, this treatment,—
well, this Company has never made a cent yet that
is what they say: but we are to subsidise them in
Jarbados when other Airways Companies are willing
tc come here and operate.

"~ The Hon. Premier has been asking why are we
subsidising the ‘“West Indian’’? Well, that is not
on all-fours to giving this subsidy to B.W.I. Air-
ways. The service rendered by the ¢ West Indian”’
ic a service which was created, but in the case of
B.W.I.A. this is not a service. As a non-member of
the Labour Party, I have been going around listen-
ing to this preaching, and 1 wonder what the Minis-
ters would have said if the honourable junior mem-
ver for Christ Church or the honourable junior mem-
ber for St. James had come in here and said: ‘““We
are going to subsidise a private Company; we are
going to subsidise Capitalists.”” They would say: ‘‘Oh
no, they have money;’’ but now it suits them to teli
‘the Barbados public that they are subsidising
B.W.LA. to the extent of $10,000. They will not get®
one cent of this money until we have the Agreement
sanctioned.

‘When they came for this subsidy, I had travelled
by B-W.ILLA. We have about 3,000,000 pegple in the
West Indies. What is amazing is this: the Hon.
Premier of all people says that they are giving this
$10,000 as a subsidy to a Companjy which would not
employ anybody of his colour even to wash a plane;
but whatever goes up must come down. I am saying
what I have to say; this is something dishonest in
the Hon. Premier. His actions are not the actions
of an honest Socialist which he pretends to be. He

went to Queen’s Park and all about and preached
Socialism, I would like to say to these people what
Clayton Powell said in Harlem: ‘1 have to put on
glasses to see what they call Buropean.”’

I am no Socialist. I know that this Item will be
passed whether I talk until tomorrow morning or
not. However, I am not satisfied that they are doing
the right thing; I do not think that this is the right
thing to do. The Hon. Minister of Communications
has referred to the fact that they had brought an
Agreement in here. I was not present, but I suppose
that after you have got power in any community,
you begin to feel that you ecan do the things which
you like to do. I am purposely speaking very cau-
tiously in relation to this matter; I do not want to

warm up on this matter for many reasons.
11.05 p.m.

I cannot reconcile the statements made by the
Hon. Premier now with the speeches he made in the
days when he was struggling to be Premier. Some
of them are so conflicting to those of his former
speeches that it is diffieult to understand them.

~ How can you really do this? How can you think
of giving B.W.L.A. a subsidy? This ig really subsid-
ising & private capitalist. Is it so or not? This is-
really subsidising capitalism and you cannot deny it.
Everybody knows the history of B.W.I.A. Read the
speech which the Premier made on B.W.LA. in those
days. Everybody knows the speeches that were made
then ; everybody knows the speech he made then. Now,
B.W.LA. is & subsidiary of B.0.A.C., therefore you
are subsidising capitalists.

Let me ask this question. If you do not give
B.W.LA. this $10,000 would they not still operate
between Seawell, Trinidad, Puerto Rico and those eol-
onies up to Jamaica, or would they let somebody else
come in and operate a service? Are you going to give
this $10,000 to B.W.L.A. because you fear your peo-
ple will suffer as a result of this Company not oper-
ating here and therefore another company would
come? This is against the principles of socialism and
you have stood up in the Lower Green and told the
people that. It is absolutely against your principle.
If he had come in here and said that it is against
Government’s policy, what would be the sense of
Leating your head against a wall when you know you
cannot get another air service to operate here, (and it
is absolutely necessary to have a service to carry your
passengers, mails and what not from. here to Trinidad
and so on) I will be bound to say ‘Do not talk non-
sense, the Premier is right.”’ T see things in true per-
spective. But is it so?

I want it to be recorded in the Minutes of the
House of Assembly so that everyone can see that I
move that this amount to be voted under this Head
be deleted by $10,000 which is proposed to be given to
B.W.I.A, as a subsidy. We did put it in the Estim-
ates for 1955-56 and we were told then that unless
B.W.I.A. agrees to the terms of the Agreement Gov-
ernment would not grant it. Government has not
paid it out because, obviously, B.W.I.LA. has not
agreed to the terms of the Agreement. [A VOICE:
Oh no; he did not say so at all.] Well, BW.LA. has
not agreed yet, and you have put it back in. Are you
going to econvince B.W.L.A., or is B.W.LA. going to
convince you? I do not agree that you should subsid-
ise this airline company at all because you cannof
satisfy the peopld of this colony that you are getting
something for the $10,000.

Sir, I formally move that Item No. 41, B'W.I.
Airways, for which $10,000 is to be voted be deleted
from the Head.
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Hon. M, E. COX : Mr. Chairman, I do not waut
10 delay the Commiftee too long, but I must repeat
what I said before. I think when this Item was un-
der discussion I made it clear that there was a Con-
terence on this very question attended by representa-
tives of the Eastern Caribbean as well ag Jamaica.
Originally, there was a ten-year agreement between
the other B.W.I. Islands and the Company, but Bar-
‘bados did not enter into it. At the expiration of that
Agreement, this Conference was called and the matter
was discussed at length and it was pointed out then
that for the service which was operating in the area,
B.W.LLA. was losing money. A balance sheet of the
company was shown and it was suggested that there
should be another agreement for ten years. I made
it clear that Barbados did not join the original agree-
ment. The other Islands agreed to give up all land-
ing fees, duty on spare parts and petrol and things of
that sort and T said then that we could not agree to
that.

11.15 p.m.

I said then that we could not agree to that be-
cause we largely depended so far as our Revenue is
concerned on the landing fees that were charged, and
I said then I would take back the recommendations
to the Government of the discussions with a view to
reaching some agreement, but I did not give any
promise that we would enter like Trinidad and the
others to give up landing fees and so on. Since then
we have had the representation made to us and we
decided at the time that in order to show that we
were not unwilling from a regional point of view to
joining to the other territories that we would make
a grant of $10,000. I think the Jamaica delegaie
while not expressing at the time the amount they were
willing to grant the company—not that Barbados ex-
pressed any amount either—said their Government
would be willing to grant a lump sum rather thaun
to give up landing fees, and I think the only two Gov-
ernments that stood out on that were Barbados and
Jamaica. Since then as T said we agreed, and as &
resclt the $10,000 was inserted in the Estimates for
the occasion. [A. VOICE : What has Jamaica given?]
That hag not yet been decided. The Agreement has
not yet been signed for one reason or another, but as
the Hon Premier said, not long ago, the reason for
putiing this money in the Estimates is because if an
agreement is reached we would not have to come to the
House of Assembly; but in so far as the terms of the
Agreement are concerned it would have to be brought
to the House. We suggested that one of the terms «f
the Agreement should be one we made with the West
Indian Navigation Company, the point that if at any
time we wanted to withdraw we claimed the right to
do 50, and we also made that clause a condition that if
at any time we wanted to withdraw at the end of five
or ten years we could do so. But as I said, we agreed
to give a lump sum rather than to give up landing
fees in the vicinity of $25,000 and we decided, if any-
thing, to put up $10,000 rather than to give up land-
ing fees, and for obvious reasons: because you never
can tell—we may get larger planes coming here which
would eventually increase the amount of revenue.
Therefore, we said we would give a lump sum of
$10,000. As the Hon. Premier quite rightly pointed
ouf, it is not intended that any funds should be given
to this Company until the Agreement is brought to
the House. The form that was circulated on the last
occasion has to be to some extent modified to fit in with
our wishes, therefore, as soon as that iy done we will
then come back to the House with that Agreement for
ratification by the House before any money is paid.
The Minister for Communications and Works in Trin-
idad was appealed to and we pointed out the line

which we would be prepared to take in this particular
case, so 1L would Like to assure honourable members
16 18 DOy a question of Govermment paying out one
cenlt. | A VULCH: You are a Socianst.] 1 do not
guow, r, Acting Chairman, how socialism gets into
what 1 am saying now. It is rather strange that
Uapitalists do not want support from a Government
that is willing to make them richer; it is rather sur-
prising, but however, that is the position as it stands.

~ Mr. CRAWFORD : Before you put the question
Sir, 1 do not propose to be very long on this matter
because unfortunately, we are now about to witness
what I call the fullness of time, and it is not very
necessary to waste time in this year in here on matters
of the sort. The time and energy can be more profit-
ably expended outside. On the recent honourable
member’s remarks I am going to make one or two
observations. If it be said that Jamaica and Barba-
dos were the only two colonies who refused, to agree
to support B.W.LA. , ..

~ Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Acting Chairman, [ never
said that at all. What I said is that we refused to
give up landing fees and that we preferred to give a
lump sum.

Mr, CRAWFORD : Jamaica and Barbados refus-
ed to commit themselves by giving up landing fees.
Trinidad agreed. Apparently, Trinidad agreed for
good reasons, because Trinidad has everything to gain
from B.W.I.A. They have their big repair shops and
do the servicing of aeroplanes and everything in Trin-
idad, and the other poor Crown Colonies are in uo
position to stand up to the Colonial Office. If we have
the best constitution of the Empire we should have

+ it for something, and both Jamaica and ourselves with-

out constitutions can afford to tell the Colonial Office
they cannot take us for a ride.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The Colonial Office has
nothing to do with this.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Who do the members think,
is backing B.W.I.A.? The British Government. Do
honourable members think they would see this Item
here in the Hstimates, unless the Premier knew the
British Government was behind B.W.I.A.? This is no
question merely of some obscure company called
B.W.LLA, wanting Barbados and the West Indian
colonies to subsidise its service. This is B.W.L.A.,
B.0.A.C. and the United Kingdom Government, and
it is more than strange, Mr. Acting Chairman, that
we should be willing to inflict this finanecial hardship
upon the community which can get so little financial
assistance from Great Britain. We just had a hurri-
cane that cost us $4 million and will probably cost
us more. We got an initial grant of £50,000 and do
not expeet anymore. We have gone through our re-
sources properly, we have squeezed every single cent
in taxation; our cost of living is one of the highest in
the area and we are not getting any more help from
the British Government, because in saying we have
to make out a case that we cannot carry on our devel-
opment plan to get money, is a way to say you cannot
get more money; and because of the way in which we
ron our affairs—by having the highest taxation in the
West Indies so that the community has to provide the
money for anything we have to do, and even when
we have more money than is required for normal ex-
nenses—there is no remittance on taxation direct or
indirect,

11.25 p.m.

I was saying that we were given a meagre
£ 50,000 to assist us with the expenditure in relation
to the hurricane, but we do not expect anything
more. We have to furnish the greater part of this
$4 million by ourselves and yet we can afford to
give nearly one-half of our landing fees as a subsidy
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to B.W.I. Airways! To begin with, this Item should

not have been put in the HKstimates at all, until
the Legislature has ratified the Agreement. It is im-
moral, vnfair and everything else to commit the
Colony to that extent, even mominally, wuntil such
time as we have the particulars on which the Agree-
raent will be based and, on which this subsidy should
be paid. What will happen is that, with a thin House,
this Item will be passed, and the members of the
Government will say that it was put in the HEsti-
mates. It would be in order to pay this subsidy when
the Legislature has ratified the Agreement on the
principle on which we will pay this subsidy; noct
Lefore then.

We have sat here in this Chamber 1epeatedly
and seen the Government do things wizh which the
greater part of this Chamber were in complee
disagreement, and the members of the Government
said that the particular Item was in the BEstimates.
We will be told that the Legislature will have fur-
ther say in the matter, but it is more than passing
strange that the entire year has passed and this
Agreement was under consideration. We have in-
cluded another $10,060 in the Estimates. [Hon. M.
E. COX: That is not true.] The Estimates say that
we are to vote this $10,000. The explavatory note
cays this: ‘It is proposed.  to make an agreement
with other Governments for payment of a subsidy
10 B.W.I. Airways.”” In other words, the only
ceduction which we can make is that if ycu reach
agreement this year, the payment of this subsidy will
bLe effective as and from when the Government
promised to consider the matter. Normally, when we
vote money during the Estimates in o»2 year for a
matter which has not been dealt with, the notes say
gomething about it; the notes usually say that the
money has lapsed or something or the other. But
the notes here say nothing at all, and what other
conclusion could you come to but that the matter
was under consideration, the Agreement was con-
cluded and that we would have to vote $10,000 for
last year and $10,000 for this year? Whether it be
420,000 or $2,000, the principle remains the same,
end we are yet to be told in actual fact, or in actual
principle, whether this Colony could be justified
in subsidising B.W.I. Airways to the tune of
$10,000 a year.

When it comes to the question of Steamship com-
munication, it is an entirely different matter. I am
therefore going to second the motion, in fact, T Leg
to second the motion for the deletion ¢f this entire
amount of $10,000 from the amount to bhe voted
under this Head.

Mr. F. I. WALCOTT: I do not take the same
view as the hon. senior member for the City has
taken because, on the last ocecasion, this was an
Item which was carried on, or which carried us on,
until the next day. However, when I heavd the Hor.
Tremier’s remarks today, I am wondering why, if
you did not spend this money in 1955-56, did youn
put it back ir these Estimates. Botk: the Hon.
Tremier and the Hon. Minister of Communications
have used their arguments. If the Agreement would
bave to be subject to the approval of the Legislaturs,
why is it that, at this stage, you have to allow
money to be voted to precede the Agrcemwent? This
is a very simple matter; this Ttem has mnot got, of
recessity, to be in these Hstimates: the Legislatur:
has to ratify the Agreement. [A MEMBER: We
bave agreed with the prineiple.] Why did you not
spend this money last year? Is it because some of
the other Governments have not reached Agreement
in this matter? The hon. member can correct me
if T am wrong; this matter has not yet been settled

Antigua in respect of this same affair. [Hon. M. E.
COX: The Antigua Delegates agreed at the Con-
ference.]. Yes, but the Government has not yet voted
the money; you can agree in principle to the Sta-
tistical Department. Have you put in a token vote
for the statistician?

This is a matter with which we have to deal by
Agreement. You do not know what it will cost you
this year; you know as well as I do, that this is a
matter of opinjon. If you do mot put this Item in
the Estimates, it cannot prevent you from having
agreement in this matter by way of a Resolution.
The point is that you should have the Agreement
first, and then the Resolution, but you are working
in, the reverse way in this matter.

11.35 p.m.

You are working it in a way which can be re-
garded as the reverse position. You do not vote
money for anything until you reach an agreement on
something to do. You said that other West Indian
Governments have agreed but has this Legislature
agreed to the subsidy of B.W.L.A. in principle? We
have not yet debated that agreement. You say that
the Barbados (fovernment has agreed in principle with
that agreement. There is no point in the Barbados
Government saying that we agree in principle when
the Hon. Premier said that nothing can be done until
the Legislature has been ratified. Therefore, let us
ratify the agreement first. Sir, I am saying that
from an objective point of view, you should not budgct
for something that has to be the subject of an agree-
ment when you yourself have not agreed upon it. Why
clutter up this Head with something which is the sub-
jeet of an agreement which you yourself have not
agreed upon? How can you put in the amount when
you have not agreed on anything?

Last year you put in $10,000 for the same pur-
pose but you did not pay it out. It made you show
an expenditure of $10,000 more than what you really
needed. You put it in on the hypothesis that an
agreement would have been reached on it if certain
reservations which you had in mind were acceptabie
to B.W.LA. You went as far as to say that if
B.W.LLA. did not accept those reservations you were
not going to sign the Agreement. If that is so, why
put the Item in again? You repeated to-day that it is
not your intention to provide the subsidy wunless
B.W.I.A. agrees with the reservations which you have
in mind.

Mr. Chairman, I have reached the stage now,
speaking personally, that it does not matter to me what
you do; but what you are doing does not seem to me
logical because you are arguing on the basis that as
long as you put it in here it does not make any differ-
ence. It does make a difference in the reading of
your expenditure. It does appear to be a good argu-
ment to say that the agreement is subject to your
reservations, but you cannot bring an Agreement to
the House to be amended because the various Govern-
ments eoncerned ecannot meet on that basis. You can-
not say that the Legislature is refusing to provide you
with the money, but there should be an agreement. It
any agreement which the Legislature makes should
be binding, then there are certain things which should
be put in that agreement. T would not like to see the
Legislature ratifying an agreement and then for Gov-
ernment to come down with a Resolution saying that
it will have to be thrown out because certain reserva-
tions which it has is not in the agreement.

Tt should be just like the R.E.C. We agreed lo
the setting up of R.E.C. Can you say the honourabie
member was serious in gaying he is not going to vote
money for R.E.C. if the Government has a contract

by the other Governments. People had to go up to ! with the other Governments? Can you see the insist-
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ence of putting this amount in the Estimates? It does
not make any difference to the Government because
if the Government says we want to put $10,000 into
it, it does not mean the Government would not get
the $10,000.

The question that the sum of $10,000 be deleted
from Head XXVIII, was put and resolved in the
negative, the House dividing as follows :—

Ayes: Mr. E. D. MorrLey, W. A. CRAWFORD,
Mr. F. L. WaLcort, Mr. Avtper and Mr. ¥. C. Gop-
DARD—D5.

Noes: Hon. G. H. Apams, Hon. Dr. H. G. H,
Cummins, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. R. G. Mapp, Mr,
L. E. Svrrm, Mr. E. St. A. HoLpER, Mr. SPEAKER and
Mr. J. C. MorTLEY—8.

The question that the sum of $574,877 be voted
under Head XX VIII—Subsidies and Grants was put
and resolved in the affirmative the House dividing as
follows :—

Ayes: Hon. G. H. Apams, Hon. Dr. H. G. H.
Cummins, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. R. G. Marp, Mr,
L. E. Smrra, Mr. E. St. A. Houper, Mr. SPEAKER,
Mr. F. L. Warcorr and Mr. J. C. MorrLey—9.

Noes: Mr. E. D. MortrLeY, Mr. W. A. CRAWFORD,
Mr. Avoer and Mr. Gopparp—4.

On motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS sec-
onded by Hon, M. E. COX, Mr. Acting CHAIRMAN

reported progress and asked for leave to sit again,
and Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 1
beg to move that this House do now adjourn until
to-morrow at 3 o’clock p.m.

Hon, M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Speaker, as an amend-
ment to that, I beg to move that the House do now
adjourn until Tuesday, 13th March, 1956, at 3 o’clock
p.m.
Mr. ALLDER: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the negative
the House dividing as follows —

Ayes: Mr. E. D. MorrLEY, Mr. W. A. CRAWFORD,
Mr. Aruper and Mr. Gopparp—4.

Noes: Hon. G. H. Apams, Hon, Dr. H. G. H.
Cumwmins, Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. R. G. Maprp, Mr.
L. E. Smrre, Mr. Bryax, Mr, E. St. A. HoLpEg, Mr.
. L. Warcorr and Mr. J. C. MorrLEY—9.

The question that the House do now adjourn un-
til  Thursday, 8th. Mareh, 1956, was put and Mr.
SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly.
11.45 p.m,






