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House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION 19556—56

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Thursday, 8th March 1956

Pursuant to adjournment the
Assembly met at 3 o’clock p.m. today.

House of

Present

Iis Hoenour K. N. R. Hussaxps, (Speaker);
Hon. G. H. Apams, C.M.G., Q.C.; B.A., (Premier),
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. Commins, C.B.E.,, M.D.,, C.M,
(Minister of Social Services); His Honour A. . S.
Lewis  (Deputy Speaker); Hon. M. B. Cox
(Minister of Commumnications, Works and Housing) ;
Mr. L. E. Smirw, J.P., (Chairman of Commitiees) ,
Hon. R. G. Maprp (Minister of Trade, Industry anc
Labour); Mr. T. O. Brvan; Mr. F. C. Gopparp
(Leader of the Opposition); Mr. F. E, MiLLER, Mr.
J. A. Hayxes, B.A., Mr. J. . MorrLey, Mr. E. St.A
Horper, and Mr. V. B. VAUGHAK.

Proyers were read.
MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to inform
the House that the Minutes of the last meeting ar:
not yet ready for confirmation.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to give notice of a
Bill to settle the rates of Income Tax for the year
one thousand nine hundred and fifty-six, and to
make provision for certain other matters in connes-
tion with the levying of the said tax.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded b,
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS the Bill to settle the
rates of Income Tax for the year one thousand nina
hundre@ and fifty-six, and to make provision for
rertain other matters in connection with the levying
-of the said tax, was read a first time.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: T beg to move

that the hon. junior member for St. Michael be

appointed Chairman of Committees for today’s
sitting.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I am going to move
that the hon. junior member for St. Joseph be re-
appointed Chairman of Committees of this IHouse.
1 have not had anythiug to do with what took place
last night, but from what I have heard, I come today
to ask the hon. member to continue his office in the
rlouse and to continue to preside over Committees.

The hon. member has a fund of commonsense
which has been a source of good influence on the
Committees of this House. He has had the strain
of two days continuous sitting in Committee and
listening to the usual repetition and wanderings of
hon. members. No doubt it has had something to
do with his sense of huomour and patience and I am
asking him to allow my. motion to stand and to be
disposed to resume his office in this House as from
today.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, 1 rise to
«econd that motion. The hon. junior iaember for
St. Joseph as Chairman of Committees and I have had
some clashes but I doubt very much that hon. mem-
bers of this House have reached the stage when we
will not have any clashes. When that day comes we
could as well make reccmmendations for the spot of
earth which we are sure to reach some day to open
to us; and as that is so, we have to admire and re-
flect with pride on these incidents which happen in
this Chamber and say that they show we are alive.

The hon. junior wmember for St. Joseph has an
extraordinary amount of humour. Sometimes I won-
Jder what causes him t¢ run off that high sense of
humour on some occasions. I do feel on this occasion
that he had a strain through sitting in the Chair for
jong periods. No doubkt, he has an abundance of
patience—something which T would like to have a
*it of—and T am sure I would like to be able to en-
dure what he has to endure; and that sentiment I
express, Sir, is not from one side of this House. Mr.
Speaker. You know that it is difficult even for you
to rule in this House.

T hope the hon. junior member for St. Joseph
will resume his office as Chairman of Committees
jand when he does so, T am sure he will still have
cause to rap the cavel again at me. T second this
notion with a full sense of my responsibility and
sincerity.

Mr. P. E. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, allow me
+n say just a few words to endorse what the hon.
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junior member for the City and the hon. jumior
wrember for St. Peter said in respect of the hon.
sanior member for St. Joseph. It is frue to say that
clvilisation will be at an end were it not possible for
us to grumble and then come back together in agree-
ment, With these few remarks I endorse all that
has been said by the hon. junior member for iha
City and the hon. junicr member for St. Peter.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I am very sorry
that I took my seat next to the hon. junior member
for the City because it would appear as if I asked
Lim to do what he has done.

Mr. LEWIS: If the hon. member would allow
me to explain, I would like to say, Mr. Speaker, that
it has exactly nothing 10 do with it. I am very sorry
that it has so happened because from the way I did
it, it could give houn. members that impression but
the contrary is true.

Mr. SMITH : Mr. Speaker, I will not altogether
{say that I will not assume the Chair, but I must
have time to consider it. T did not come here today
with -that in mind. I only thought it my business io
come today because I felt without my eariy presence
inere might have been an abortive meeting. As a
matter of fact, I have no intention of returning later
today. I cannot say at this moment that 1 would
accept what the hon. junior member for the City
has asked me to do because it is only last night tha:
T have resigned the Chair and it is not vet 16 hours
For me to come back and aceept the Chair, I think
would look very childish, although T was made to
look as a child last night. I am therefore sorry that
[ cannot see my way tc accept the offer today.

Mr. SPEAKER: I must point out to the hen
member who has just spoken that the motion is tho
property of the House.

3.25 p.m.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, if you will permit
me, T will ask you kindly under the circumstances
with the leave of the House to withdraw my motion.

There being no objeciion leave was granted
honourable member.

The question that the honourable junivr mem-
ber for St. Michael be appointed Chairman for the
day’s meeting, wos put and resolved in the affirmo-
tive without division.

ESTIMATES—Cont’d.

Houn. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
I beg leave to postpone Order No. 1, and to take
Order No. 2 ag the first Order of the Day.

Leave was granted the honourable member,

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day is
to resume debate on the consideration of the
Estimates for the Financial Year, 1956-57.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House
went into Commitiee on Estimates, Mr. BRY AN
i the Chair.

Head XXIX—Miscellaneous Services

Head XXIX — Miscellaneous Services — was
called.

Hon. G. . ADAMS: Mr. Acting Chairman, in
moving Head XXIX, there is a new Item to be
added: Compensation under Advertisements Regu-
lation Act, 1956. Provision of $1,500 (To be voted)
to meet claims for compensation in accordance with
Regulations to be made under the provisions of
rhis Aect, dealing with the Regulations of advertise-
ments in the countryside.

I beg to move that the sum of $641,990 be voted
under this' Head.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to second.

that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Acting Chairman, 1
notice that under Item 29 Kees to Queen’s Solicitor,
to be voted is the sum of $1,000, which is $300-
decrease on last year’s Estimate. [ am wondering,.
Sir, if the Government cannot see, despite the small
decrease, the necessity for initiating an amendment
to the Act in order to make this office a whole tirue
one. As you will realise, Sir, the present occupant
is a very busy solicitor, has a tremendous private
practice and the fact is that you may well have
him in an embarrassing position either to himself
or to his firm being concerned, with one aspeet of

a matter and the Government’s interest being Iin--

volved in the other aspect. Just as in the case of
the Solicitor General which was part time and which
is now whole time, I think the Government should
give this matter their really serious consideration.
Only last year I remember reading, I was not

actually in the Court, a paper in which the Queen’s

Solicitor in that capacity appeared on one side and
a member of the same firm appeared according to
the newspaper report, for the other side in the same
case. 1 would not say professional gentlemen under
the ¢ircumstances would fail to do the best for their
clients although they were on opposite sides and both
members were of the same firm. But that is what
would happen when we have a Queen’s Solicitor as
a part time official with Barbados being a small
community as it is; and there is no justification
since we have discarded the part time Solieitor
General. I have already said I am not in any way
referring adversely to the particular individual who-
is holding the office or the manner in which he is
performing his duties at that office. Now, Sir, that
is as regards Item 29.

Now, Sir, as regards Jtem 36 — Government
binding and printing, $114,000. I am eagerly looking
forward to hear a statement from the Government
benches as to what is proposed in connection with
the Government binding and printing. As you know,
Sir, we are required to vole this $114,000, and we
have reason to believe that this private contractor
who is responsible for Government binding and
printing is mnot satisfying its employees with
adequate remuneration, and they have done what.
is done in all modern and civilised communities.
They have gone on strike pending reasonable set-
tlement of what I have no reason to doubt are their
extremely modest and just demands. The percentage:
will always sound high if the amount with which
vou are dealing is low, and I would like to know if
the Government has told this private contractor
that as far as our work is concerned this House and
the Legislature expect them to get on and produce-
our work, the binding and printing which they
have contracted to do. So far as they are concerned
in respect of this particular work, they had better
hurry up and pay the people properly who do that
department of their business and ensure that our
work is kept up to date. In the past they could not
keep up-to-date because the Reporters were slow
and inefficient and were too few. T believe they are
kept up-to-date since we have added to our report-
orial staff. '

Now, it is a question of our printers. We realise-
our work must be kept up-to-date and Government
must give them a hint to settle it as soon as possible
and ensure our work is lone. They were not the only
people who applied for the contract, and they wer>
lucky to get it and T must sav they are expected to
do this work for which we awarded them the contract.
Tt would be well for them to understand that the
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Government and the Legislature take a very serious
view of this matter and insist that our work be kept
up-to-date.

3.35 p.m,

Mr. LEWIS: I am, wondering whether Govern-
ment would consider putting in a little more money
for the Hurricane Organisation. I am sure the lack of
.ovganisation in September last year would justify
that. Is this amount of $1,000 really sufficient for
‘this Organisation? I am only putting forward a
psychological fact, but I would have liked to see a
little more money put down here.

I have not taken much note of this Ttem 59,
“Financial and General Orders,”” in the past. The
note says that it a ‘‘revote to meet expenses in
connection with the compilation of Financial and
General orders for the Public Service.”” I should
like to know if that Ttem deals with the Consolidated
‘Orders in relation to the Civi] Establishment. How-
ever, I really feel that more money should have been
.given to the Hurricane Organisation.

This is the Head in the Estimates under which
the salary revision is done, and I am sure that the
‘Government servants would have been given some
hope of reward if a token amount had been put in
relative to the revision of szalaries. The Government
itself has revised salaries by putting Items in the
Estimates. We know that salary revision has taken
place all around us, and our own Civil Servants are
looking for some action to be taken in this matter,
whether it is fruitful or not. I think that an amount
should have been put in here so as to give the feel-
ing that something is being done in the matter.

In connection with Item 62, ‘‘Registration ot
Voters’’ I raised the question just a few weeks ago
but I am wondering if the Hon. Minister wouid lct
us know if he has had the time to investigate the
criticism which T levelled on that oceasion. At that
time, I claimed that a section of the Recorders wera
being underpaid. I do not wish to repeat the matter
-all over again; I am only asking him if he has had the
opportunity of discussing the matter with the Chief
Registering Officer Mr. Chase, and to see if he is satis-
fied that this category of worker in respect of the
registration of voters is not being underpaid. I
would also like to state now that this registration of
voters is being done in a different way from how the
first one was done, and lots of persons seem to think
that they are being left out of this registration. Al-
though we have not got any great publicity about it,
those Registering Officers with whom T spoke, told
me that they expected to have something like 95 <
¢r 98%. On the first occasion, I think the Register
g Officer had to interview each individual of th-
Dousehold. T am wondering whether additions or de-
hold can give the names of the other people in the
household. On this oceasion one person can give the
names of the other people in the household. T am
wondering whether additions or deletions can be
made before the final registration is done.

Mr. GODDARD: The honourable senior mem-
ber or St. Lucy has mentioned something about
Government printing. A dispute has arisen, and
‘this is an unfortunate period at which to make auy

. comments either In one wav or in the other in the

matter. Hewever., as a member of the Debates
Committee, T think T should say that when the Con-
tract was awarded, it was stated in the Contract that
m the case of a lock-out or trade dispute, the Com-
tractor is not penalised or cannot be forced to
produce the goods. In any Contract with the Gov-
ernment over a period of years, that Clause must
be put in, and T do think that the honourable senior
member for St. Luey should know that that pro-
vision was put in the Contract. It is unfortunate

that any comment one way or the other should be
made in connection with this matter today. 1 rose
to say that very little publicity should be given to
this matter because of what is taking place, and we
do hope for as speedy a settlement as possible.

Mr. HAYNES: 1 would like a httle Inform
ation on Item 9, ‘‘Expenses of Water Board.’”’ The
amount asked for is $4,890. I am wondering if
that is in connection with this experimental irri-
gation work. 1 am very sorry that the Hon. Minis-
ter of Agriculture is not in his place today, and
it might be a lot of trouble to other Ministers to
supply this information. But, sometime ago, we
had some estimates made and $%% million was allo-
cated with the idea of improving irrigation in this
istand. I wonder if this Water Board hag anything
te do with that allocation. The matter is rather
confusing, because I see that the sum of $4,890 is
to be voted now, and the expenditure for 1954---55
was $1,401; so that they Jid not even spend 4 of
that money. I am wondering what progress is
being made in this matter; it is a matter whiech con-
cerns three of the dry parishes in this Island, and
we should be guaranteeing the sugar economy of
this Island. I do appreciate the fact that the ap-
propriate Minister is not in his place, but it would
be interesting, and I think the public would wel-
come it, if a little information could be given, about
this matter.

.45 pm.

Perhaps it could be given when the Minister re-
turns to his office. I see that he has just issued a
statement on agriculture which is very interesting
for the Department concerned. It is very difficult
to say whether this is for your Water Board or for
irrigation but I take it to mean that.

The other Item which is giving me a bit of
worry is Item 37, Government Advertisements. 1
take it that this $15,000 is for advertisements in
the newspapers. I have been noticing that some of
them are two and three columns wide. Surely, there
it no need for them to occupy all that space. There
should be a cireular sent to the Government Depart-
ments concerned asking them to draw in their ad-
vertising space and it will not make much difference
because the people will still be able to read them.

This sum of $15,000 is a lot of money to pay out
for a few advertisements about vacancies and other
items of that sort. To my mind, if their size was split
in half, they would, still be seen and read. Everybody
ought to know that advertisements are charged for
aceording to the space they ocecupy and the rules
of arithmetie should be applied to them by splitting
them in half. I believe the money saved from this
expense will be useful for some more needy purpose.
I am asking for a little information on these matters
if I can get it.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, I am speaking en
Item 52, Hurricane Organisation. I am sincerely hop-
‘ng that the Government is thinking hard about th»
organisation of Hurricane Committees in the various
parishes. We all know that ‘‘Janet’’ came on ug just
as the wolf which came when the little boy used io
ery ‘‘wolf, wolf.”” That is, when the boy cried for
““wolf, wolf,”’” the people of the village turned out
but the wolf never came. When he eried ‘‘wolf, wolf’’
and the wolf came, the people never turned out to
nelp him.

Sir, as a Vestryman for the parish of St. Joseph,
7 well remember that the Vestry bought somethinge
like 50 lanterns vears ago for hurricane use and they
were kept somewhere lying about for that purpose
kut when ‘‘Janet’’ came and they went for the lan-
terns, they had rusted out. Now, Sir, not only were
{he lanterns rusted, but the organisation had slso
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rusted out. It is because we knew nothing of a storm,
but that one has come and given us some knowledge.
I am warning the Government to be alert and
form committees and various organisations i case
another storm visits this island. We will then be
prepared to meet it.

I would have never raised this point if the Liocal
Government Bill the Maude Bill — would have been
coming into operation soon but it appears to me that
another storin may come before the ilaude Bill comies
into operation. If this Bill had been put into opera-
ticn when I had expected it would have been. T am
sure the organisations to which T made reference wonld
have been formed in each parish and they would
be able to make the necessary provision for a storm.
As T have said, another ‘‘Janet’’ might come before
““Maude.” I am only throwing out a warning to
Government now that they should set up Committees
in the various parishes and do not rely on any Church-
warden or local authorities to do so: because these
local authorities went about preaching nothing else
but politics when ‘‘Janet’’ ecame and they never
mentioned anything of the people’s sufferings; nor
did they try to relieve them. This is what the
Churchwarden of the Parish of St. Joseph went
around telling the poor suffering people before get-
ting a little food for them. He told them: ‘‘You
see that T am the only person now to come to your
aid.”’ He carried nothing else to them but his
mouth: vet he told them that he had come to their
aid. I do not want anything like that to happen
again. I do not want it to be put in the hands of
these local authorities to make it more burdensome
and hard for the poor suffering people. It is the
Government’s duty to set about it and Government
should do it right away the setting up of orgamisa-
tions and Committees and things of that sort; so
that in case another storm visits us everybody would
know what is his duty and would go about it in the
richt way.

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman. I toe
would like to draw to the attention of the Govern-
ment that at the Crane Hotel the flag pole broke down
in the storm. I do not know who is responsible for
putting it back but people in the district would
know from what is hoisted on it that a storm is in
the wake. On the evening preceding the storm I
went to bed early so I did not hear any news of
it; but on the morning when I looked up at the
hotel flag pole I saw the warning flag. That flag
pole was there from the time I was a boy and on
account of it, not only myself, but all the people
around that district know when anything unusual
is going to take place in the island. The people
always look for a sign from that flag pole. T there-
fore hope the Government will cause. that flag pole
to he re-erected bhecause if another storm comes m
my life time there would be something to inform me.
3.55 n.m.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Chairman, there is another
Ttem T wonld like to raise before the Hon. Minister
replies—Item 15: Insurance of Government Build-
ings ete. inereased by $10,235. T am wonderine if
that incorporates a comprehensive insurance and so
on, on the thousands of houses that are now under
Government hands: thnse replaced bv the Housine
Board and also those hv the Punblic Works Depart-
ment under the Hurricane Relief Commiftee, As
some hononrable members know. T am rather em:
phatic on this matter. Tt was never faken seriouslv
‘An Address was taken to the Head of the Adminis
tration on this matter three or four vears ago by
myself as the Mover of the Adress and nothing has
heen done about it. This is a very serious matfer

island was immune from hurricanes. Well, last year
opened their eyes a bit and they now see the difficulty
arising out of this serious matter. Not only will it
he a great expeunse again, but from the words of
the Premier as regards the British Treasury, needs
are needs. That is to say they are only going to help.
those in need. And another thing: although we have
received a certain amount of voluntary subscriptions,

owing to the careless way in which that money has.

heen spent in some cases, we are not going to get that
help on another occasion—or if so, on a very much
more limited scale. People are not satisfied that
they know where the subscriptions have goune. I per-
sonally foresaw it, and any little bit I saw T could
aive, T gave houses and had then repaired in my dis-

triet. I knew where my money went. However, if’

something is not done with this, I foresee with
another catastrophe this Government will find itself
with a big debt to pay again. It cost them so far
a quarter million pounds plus other moneys. I will
niention to them that in the United States whera
they are vulnerable to floods and hurricanes, they are
finding it extremely difficult to raise funds to rehabi-
flitate their vietims, and most of these vulnerable:
States of the Mississippi and Ohio are running in-
surances on houses for those who cannot run it for
themselves because they are findine out that year
after vear floods come on them and the Federal
Government are asked to come in and help. They
have got the money and they are running insurances ;-
so T would like to hear from the Hon. Premier
something about that: that is, if they have been
considering this matter and not waiting until another
hurricane comes to consider it again, because I amy

afraid they might be in a worse state thon the firi..

I brought this matter up, Sir, because I am very
sympathetic about it. I know what I am speaking
sbout and T know how important it is, and T have
heard that honourable members of the Government

rave regretted that when the hurricane arrived some

action had not been taken, and T hope they would
mot wait until too late hefore the next step is taken.
T would like an expression of opinion on *his matter.

Mr. VAUGHAN : Mr. Chairman, I would like to-
sav a few more things concerning Hurricane Relief.
We have been fortunate enough for many years past
to escape the calamity of a hurricane until just last
vear, but such is nature. We would be left out for
100 years and then we may get two consecutive years.
of hurricane. So it would be well for the Govern-
ment to be prepared in the event of another hurri-
cane M 1956 ; that is nothing impossible or improb-
able, it generally happens like that. You are missed
for several yvears and then you get two claps.

Now, Sir, T am strongly opposed to appointing
any planters to these local Hurricane Relief Com-
mittees, the honourable ex-planter who has just sat
down unot withstanding. They are not all indifferent
to the care of poor people but unfortunately most
of them were in this erisis. T think an admirable bodv
of men to appoint in each parish would be all the
Ministers of religion as part of the Hurricane Relief
Committee. There are several ecclesiastical districts.
in each parish of this island and all the Ministers
jin charge should be appointed to the Tocal Hurri-
zane Relief Committees. 1 am aware that several
people who have recently suffered the lost of house-

hold effects when their homes ecrashed have not-

received any type of compensation, or any sien of
being compensated. because nobody investizated their
icase up to now; and T would bring to the notice of
‘the Minister in charge, the Minister of Social Ser-
vices, that he may warn the Central Hurricane Relief

hecanse T believe most Barbadians thonght that the + Committee that several people have not heard any-

® ek LAY
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thing relative to the applications which they sent in
and which they were invited to send in. [ myself
have met representatives at the office of the Govern-
ment Housing Board and I was told that iuvesti.
gating bodies or officers are going into such cases;
but I am also aware that many cases have not seen
anything of the Investigating Committee, and after
all, it is a matter of six months or more; and it
would be expected that some sign of recompense for
the household requisites lost should be paid by now:
vo I will draw the Minister of Social Services’ atten-
tion to that.

Mr. BRANCKER.: Mr. Chairman, I would like
to add & word on Head XXIX, Item 15, to which
‘the honourabie junior member for St. Andrew re-
ferred in view of the proposed inerease of $10,00u,
m that amount for insurance, I would like Govern-
ment to explain what is the principle by which they
Jecide on this award of insurance. Do they invite vari-
cus reputable companies to tender for the work
and certainly up to a year ago there was orie company
which from time immemorial has been getting all
Government business? There is a difference in rates
with certzin companies; but some are rather less
and certainly up to a year ago there was one companv
whose rates per premium were less than other com-
panies. Tt would be interesting to find out if that is
still the case, and in any event what is the principle
adopted by the Government when they are increasing
the amount of insurance. Do they deal with other
companies or do they put all the business in the
same company which has been in the past receiving
their business? '

I would refer to Ttem 34, ‘“‘Entertainment of
visiting Service personnel.”” Tt was only a few
weeks ago in this House that T referred to the com-

plaints which were made in connection with the
" entertainment of visiting Serviee personnel, not of
commissioned rank. We are asked to provide for an
increase of $200, and the increase is due to the in-
crease in the number of visiting warships. The
bonourable senior member for St. Michael was good
¢nough to sav that he would ascertain the method
adopted in issuing these entertainments, because
cemplaints  were widespread amone the middle-
class coloured eirls in this respeet. Dozens of these
oirly have told me that the persons who issue the
invitations to the entertainment have been issuirg
them to a very restricted cirele.

We are asked to spend $800 of the taxpavers’
money for this entertainment, and there is no reason
why there should be anv secregation practised in
“he isswing of these invitations. As a matter of fact,
[ have discussed the matter with some persons who
have been visiting here on these ships, and they
say that they cannot understand why. when there
is a dance or a pienic, or a drive around the Tsland,
they do not see more than one coloured perscm to
about ten white people. They say that thev like to
meet the natives of this countrv and not merely
their cousins. T hove the honourable senior member
for St. Michael will give us an assurance that at
these dances and picnies, we will see eoloured peo-
ple in the same proporticn as thev are in the
Island’s povnulation.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: To deal with that last
point first, if the bonourable member has a good
case, and he wants his grievance redressed, certainly
the proper thing to do would be to go with a specifie
instance to the appropriate Minister. tell him what
the grievance is and see to it that he deals with the
matter with a view to having it redressed T find it
very difficult, when T listen to the honourable mem-
ber, tc know whether he, as a Parliamentarian, is

making an after-dinner speech, or whether he is |

really serious in what he says. However, what the
Lenourable member hag said is a very serious thing,
and I suggest to him that he should do what I sug-
gested to him to do with regard to the Police Ofii-
cers. Perhaps the honourable member did not care
to mention the name of the Police Officer publiely,
but he could tell it to me privately. In the past,
when a warship visited this Island, all the girls of
the Q@Girls’ Industrial Union were seen at these
dances. 1 do not know if the mixing which went
on in those days still goes on; but, if it does not go
on, the honourable member should tell the appro-
rriate Minister and have the matter redressed. 1f
the Minister has not got a specific instance, he can-
not deal with the matter adequately.

As regards the point made by those honourable
junior members for the respective parishes about the
Hurricane Organisation, | am sure that the Gov-
ernment, or the Goveruor, has appointed a new
Organisation in the sense that some members of the
previous Organisation have had to bring up to date
the methods in the hand-book proclamations whicn
will be the methods to be put in operation in the
case of another hurricane. The lessons which we
have learnt include some of the points raised, as to
whether a Churchwarden ez officio should be in
the Organisation, and so on, because of the instance
which we have had with a Churchwarden. Mr. Bar-
ton, the Commissioner of Police and three, or four
or five other persons have been asked to make
recomniendations for strengthening and making
more effective, the working of hurricane relief in
case there is another hurricane.

As regards the question of Insurance, the hon-
ourable member is quite wrong to think that the
jovernment has neglected his warning. Not only
was his Address carefully considered, but Insurance
Companies, including Lloyds, have been approached.
[, perscnally, made very extensive preparations for
a hurricane in 1954 and again last year. I went to
the extent of getting special shutters built, buying
hurricane lamps and so on. I was not the only mem-
ber of the Government who felt that a hurricanc
might come then; it was only 200 miles off in 1953.

Relative to the Insurance of houses, resulting
from the stand made by the henourable junior mem-
ber for St. Andrew, we have inquired into the mat-
ter, and the Insurance Companies will not insure
houses is just at large, so to speak. You have to
set out that so many chattel houses would value
so much, you have almost to detail them for the
Insurance Companies to insure them. T myself
raised the matter in Executive Committee in August
as to whether there was any chance of getting these
houses insured, and again, we were told the same
thing. This same matter was raised in the House
of Commons as to whether there could not be a
comprenensive  Government Insurance Scheme,
which would provide the money for rehabilitating
houses, established by the different Governments in
the West Indies.

415 p.m.

1 do mot tell you that T go along completely
with the answer which Mr. Lennox-Boyd gave but
it is not considered to be right poliecy for the Brit-
ith Government to go in for that sort of spend-
ing with the expectation of the possibility of hav-
ing to rehabilitate every ecolony. That is not to
sav that the question of the possibility of recur-
rent hurricanes in the West Tndies and what should
be done about them was not present in the miunds
of representatives of Unit Governments and Colo-
nial Office.

T myself believe that we might approach In-
surance Companies and make a survey of the
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Houses we have in order to see if we can get, say
20,000 or 30,000 of them covered by insurance un-
der a comprehensive policy. Ong hon. member
asked about the Housing Scheme in St. Lucy. We
did get a number of companies to tender for it.
It was not a question of selecting one company—
nothing of the sort. For the insurance of houses
a2t the Bay Estate, the Pine, Deacons Road or Bel-
field, we got quotations from many companies so
that we could see from them which was the best
for us to take. There is no question of our not en-
deavouring to get the lowest premium we can get.

Perhaps, 1 may as well now deal with other
points made by the hon. senior member for St. Luecy.
He said that the dispute between the Advocate
Company and its workers showed the necessity for
a Qovernment Printery. Whatever may be the
merits or demerits of the dispute between the Ad-
voeate Company and its workers, surely hon. mem-
bers should have the responsibility mnot to make
comments on it, let alone a lawyer who knows that
he should hear both sides of a matter before arriv-
ing at a verdict. Of course, he may not want to
hear the other side if his sympathy is for the Ad-
vocate Company.

Although I deprecate those remarks, I welcome
the suggestion of the need for a Government Print-
ery. Members of the Government agree that there
should be a Government Printery. We have acecept-
ed the principle that there is need for a Government
Printery in the past, but it is purely a question of
priority. This dispute has brought the mneed for
it closer to our minds. There may be, from time
to time, the possibility of the work of Government
being held up and that would push it higher up in
priority than it otherwise might have been. That
is the answer to the hon. member’s question. Apart
from what I consider may be high charges, it is a
good thing to have your own printery and your
own officers sworn to secrecy, other tham to have
your printing done by an outsider, over whose em-
ployees you have no control and through whose
employees Government secrets have leaked out in
the past, not only in this but other communities.

I agree with what the hon. junior member for
St. Andrew said about advertisements. It may be
as the hon. member suggested, that some of these
advertisements take up too much space and there-
fore they can be cut down. 1 will take notice of
that and insist that there should be the greatest
economy.

The hon. junior member for St. Andrew also
drew attention to the expenses of the Water Board.
I do not think the Water Board has anything to
do with irrigation. The functions of the Water
Board are to see that water is not wasted and per-
sons are not allowed promiscuously to sink wells
but the question of irrigation is a question for the
Waterworks Department as such; and at sometimes
the Department of Agriculture sees after the dis-
tribution of the water which is available.

The hon. senior member for St. Lucy referred
to the Queen’s Solicitor. The Government was ad-
vised some years ago, after the then Queen’s Solici-
tor went, that consideration should be made to
making this post a whkole time post or to attach the
post to another post such as Public Trustee in the
Government Service. Really and truly you can-
not get a worthwhile Solicitor to take this post as
a wholetime job. It is very seldom that you get
them to take the post of Clerk or Deputy Clerk of
this Chamber. The feeg are mot at all extravagant.
It is only $1,000. This part-time arrangement is in-
deed the real answer to that. On the other hand.

to the statf of the Public Trustee (I am not saying
that this will be done) but that seems to be the
most sensible course.

Before 1 had finished dealing with the Item
Hurricane, I should have made reference to the
point made about a sum of money. The $1,000 is
for minor expenditure of the Hurricane Relief Com-
nittee. It is not money to put by for emergency
expenditure; that comes under Item 58 Emergency
Iielief Expenditure and that sum is put down so
that in case there be a hurricane you will have
something to get started with your lorry loads of
food and so on as soon as the storm is over.

I may also say that Mr. Chase is very careful
in making suggesticns to the Government, but in view
of what the hon. junior member for Christ Church
said possibly reconsideration of payments should be
made as regards remuneration for compiling the
Register of Voters, I will say that Government is
still getting further advice from Mr. Chase. I think
1 have covered all the points which were made. If
by chance anything has been left out I shall be
glad to hear.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, the Hon.
Premier made reference on the question of enter-
tainment of Visiting Service Personnel. He was pro-
bably out of the Island when this matter was dis-
cussed a couple of months ago. I gather from the
exceptional silence of hgn. senior member for St.
Michael who has been in his seat all the time that
he may mot have had the opportunity of going into
that matter of entertainment which he promised
this Committee he would do after I made comments
of alleged diserimination in the issuing of invita
tions to people of all classes in the community.

As to the other matter about Government Print-
ing and Binding, I would say this: I have read
one side of the parties who are in dispute fully;
I have heard the other side fully, and I have arrived
at a just coneclusion.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I would just
like to inform the hon. semior member for St. Luey
that I have not forgotten my remarks when the
supplementary Resolution to which he made refer-
ence was under consideration. I repeat that T do
not know of any discrimination but I would like to
assure him that the matter will be taken up.

4.25 p.m,

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I am sorry I
have to get up again, but 1 see under Item 60—-
Adviee on Local Government, there is an increasc.
1 would like some explanation on that (and I am
taking the opportunity under this Head to ask the
Government if it would consider bringing in a Reso-
lution to the Flouse about a special hurricane fund)
But as regards Item 60, I would just like to know
what the Government has in mind about Mr. Light-
burn. Rumour has it that he is leaving the island
some time this year, around July, and returning.
1s it necessary for Mr. Lightburn to return? He
has remained longer than we initially expected and
T would like to get some ir-formation. I know peo-
ple usually come out here, people like Mr. Calvert
Mr. Foster and so on, and they end up by aceepting
employment out here because they are so good in
the advice they give, and I am wondering what thc
Government is doing about this gentleman’s ser-
vieces. Has he not advised sufficiently already? We
know he was here to advise on Local Government

Elections, but I would like to know why he is being

kept on and what provision is made for him. I
will take this opportunity to ask the Government
if it will have a calamitous visitation fund; in times
of need they could sell the securities or whatever

as I see that it would be better to add this office | investments they have. Would Government consid-

»
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er bringing in a Resolution to the House to take tne
money from the Loan Fund or Revenue Balance
and consenting to leave that fund for calamitous
visitation? I think they should do that because they
are not going to liquidate it; so let us have it as
what it is if it remains. You have the fund there
already, you must have it invested and leave it as
such and bring in a Resolution and let the House
sanction it. It was sald to me that you were not
calling in the money because it was unfair to call
it in now, and therefore you are leaving it over.
I would like to hear something on Advice on Local
Government, because I notice the amount was $17,000
and has now been increased to $22,000.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: 1 may say from the out*-
set that Mr. Lightburn is not asked to hold on to
any job. We were lucky to get him. As 1 already
told the House he was earning £4,000 a year plus
fees and has come here for the equivalent of
half that. It is not a question of his asking for
money. The term under which his contract was
extended is due to cur Local Government Bill be.
ing still outstanding and the Government was con-
vinced that with the alternative he put up, the best
thing was to let him go for the particular period
when there would have been no harm done to the
introduction of the Liocal Government Elections and
the functioning of the mew set-up and come back,
and the increase is due to that. We are going to
kave the use of his servides. He will go on what
would be the equivalent of vacation now, and will
be re-employed for a period which would comcide
with the period of election and sometime after. We
have considered it is essential for proper function-
ing of Local Government for that to take place. 1
need hardly remind the Committee of what they
themselves thought. I do not think it is overdoing
it to state that amidst the different bits of luck
this island has had in the past few years in get-
ting outstanding people like Mr. Garrod, Captain
Tomlin and Captain Barron, Mr. Lightburn is per
haps as great a find or a greater find even than
those I have mentioned. Even an old lawyer like
myself accustomed to the drafting of Bills and the
Attorney General, had things pointed out to wus
by Mr. Lightburn simply by mere experience,~—in-
cidentally he was a Solicitor—o1 at least he was
trained as a Solicitor. By sheer experience, little
points that a draftsman does not see, he has shown
ts because he is a man who has had it happening to
him over and over again; he has helped consider-
ably. Hence that great series of amendments we
have had to come to the House with, as soon as it
was found cheaper to have one voting list for the
House and Loeal Government. I would not say for
2 moment the Attorney General would not have seen
the necessity for the amendments. but obviously,
somebody wio has not been doing it for 30 or 40
vears would have to look up the books; so I assure
the House that the Government is convinced that
what we have decided with Mr. Lightburn continu-
ing his contraet until the period of election is the
best thing that could happen, if we want to get
TLocal Government sct up and working as guickly
as possible, starting off smoothly and efficiently. Be-
fore 1 sit, there was one thing I did not reply to
originally and that was the one posed by the hon
junior member for the City. There is mo proper
method down here as is done in some colonies and
in Great Britain of having general orders for the
Civil Service by which they are dirzcted as to what
vou must do as a Civil Servant. In Great Britain
the training begins with politeness, that is, when
somebody walks into your office ; how you must draft
a Minute for your Minister, and so on. It is with

this view to getting an up-to-date and efficient sys-
tem of General Amendment Orders that this $10,000
is voted but has not been spent.

The question that the sum of $641,990 be voted
under Head XXIX-—Miscellaneous Services—was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Head XXX —Income Tax and Death Duties

Hedd XXX-—Income Tax and Death Dulies—
was called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Under this Head, Mr.
Chairman, the amount of $219,485 is to be added
to the Assessment that is fixed by law. 1 move that
without at all abandoning the position that the Items
fixed by law are for the sake of letting the members
see everything in one volume, strictly speaking, to
be set out and added according to the Executive
Committee Act to what you are voting. I am mnot
departing from my contention unlike the hon. junior
member for the City, whom I think with great re-
spect did it to score a point at the time, but on sober
reflection you can see nothing put here at all and
00 debate can be allowed on the columns fixed by
law.

Mr. LEWIS: Read the Executive Committee
Act.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I have read it; and [
have read it after the hon. member for the City.

Item 6—Clerks to be increased by $1,800.

Item 8—to be increased by $816—that is an
Order that has already passed the Legislature. Item
10—to be inereased by $580; Item 17—Office Equip-
ment and furniture to be increased by $375, making
a total with what has already been printed of
$219,485.

1 beg to move that the sum of $219,485 be voted
under this Head.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS:
ond that.
4.35 p.m.

Mr. HAYNES: In connection with Item 13,
“‘Travelling Expenses,”’ I would like to raise a very
important point. I take it that this vote is for the
Inspectors of Tncome Tax. 1 hear now that this
Income Tax Department has been inecreased in siz:
and in Officers too, and I presume that they wil] have
more Inspectors. I am raising this question because,
as the Attorney of property here [VOICES: Hear,
iear,] I have to send in by the 31st January in each
vear, a long sheet of employees who are paid over $4(¢
a month. Sometimes there are three or four sheets.
Out of curiesity I will ask: ‘“Mr. Smith, did you
have any notification about Income Tax from the
Income Tax Department?’ The reply is, ‘“No, T
Lave not had anything like that.”” 1 think that Taxa-
tion should fall on the shoulders of those who are in
& position to pay it. 1 do not know if this has been
the experience of other employers, but it is my ex-
i erience that no attention is paid to this sort of thing,
or if it is, most of these employees have children and
they are not eligible for the payment of Income Tax.

I take it that this amount for Travelling Ex-
will enquire into this matter, because, as I have al-
ready said, the idea of Taxation is that those who
are eligible to pay should be made to pay; otherwiss
it is not at all fair that some people escape payment
and the others are incriminated. I am raising this
guestion so that the Hon. Premier will enquire into
the matter. T know he is a very busy man, but this
matter is not at all an unimportant matter. If it is
only 10/- which a person has to pay by way of In-
come Tax. he should pay it. T am wondering if the
Ton. Premier has had any idea of locking into this

I beg to sec-
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matter; if he has not done so, I think he should get
these Inspectors to inspeet some of the Returns which
are being made. After all you cannot make a Return
for £100 if a man has not earied that amount; how-
ever, I think the Inspectors should have some relevani
data on which to work.

Hon' G. H. ADAMS: 1 have had some talk
with Mr. Marriott and the Financial Secretary in
connection with this matter. One result of that has
been the activity in bringing in some people who had
not been making Returns, and there have been in-
stances discovered where people have been evading
Taxation. Mr. Marriott has been bringing in people;
ke has discovered Tax evasion, as I have said; and he
Fas felt that the penalty under the Act has not been
big enough. He has also pointed out that it was im-
possible for the Income Tax Department to work as
speedily as it should work.

I can assure the honourable junior member for
St. Andrew that a man who is less liable to be sway-
ed by people than Mr. Marriott, is difficult to find.
No friendship or relationship would stop Mr. Marriott
from investigating anything which savours of an
avoidance of paying Income Tax. The instance men-
tioned by the honourable member would be purely
due to or not having sufficient staff to make the in-
vestigation or to make the assessments and get out
the forms in time. I think it is more a question of
sending out to persons who may come within the
Income Tax bracket, and leaving it for them to provs
that they do not come within the Act, than assuming
in the Income Tax Department that ‘“So and So”’
does not work for enough to be taxed. Before Mr.
Marriott came here, I know that sometimes the In-

come Tax Department would be asked: ‘““What about |

Mr. So and So?”’ Sometimes lefters ave sent to the
Department, and sometimes politics have something
to do with the matter. I have been asked: ‘“Why
don’t you collect [ncome Tax from the waterfront
workers "’ '

4.45 p.m.

I will not acecuse the honourable junior member
for Christ Church for that, but some people with his
political views think that would be a fine thing to do
and employers of waterfront workers were asked to
send in names of all their employers together with
the sum of money they work for within the last 12
months. The difficulty about that is that one— ‘Tom
Jones’” may be engaged bv a particular firm and work
for 156 days and ‘‘Tom Jones’’ may work in another
firm’s employ for 60 days, but in the end it may
turn out that ‘‘Tom Jones’’ may not be the same man
in each case. Everything that looks like slackness has
been checked upon. It is a burning desire on the part
of that Department to bring in more money and to
make everybody to be aware that they have to obey
the law as regards income tax. That is why the Bill
for medical expenses was brought into the House at
the time it was brought.

Mr. LEWIS: I believe there is another aspect
to the matter. I could not hear the honourable junior
member for St. Andrew very well from my seat but
the figures the Tncome Tax Commissioners asked for
is not necessary taxable figures. For instance, an un-
niarried individual is only taxable on something over
£150 a year but the Income Tax Commissioner asks
you to give him the figures of those persons who work
for £100 a year; therefore, you must put in a number
of the people who are not taxable. He also asks vou
to give him the names of those people who are working
whether it be for a shilling or a penny in any part-
time job. He asks for that in order to see if some-
body’s part-time employee is the same person doing
another job somewhere else, and if so, he can add
the figures together. It cannot be assumed that any
of the people on that sheet is taxable even if theyv
work for more than £150 a year because you stiil

Lave to make deductions for children. In case the
person is married it is $1,300 which he will be al
lowed. Because of that it is possible for vou to have
people on that sheet who are not taxable at all,
but that information is necessary to the Income Tax
Commissioner in case, say, he wants to get in nwore
money : he can see from that sheet what the people
are working for. That really is what it is, so the hon-
ourable member will understand that these returns
dc not necessarily follow an individual returns. [
know as a result of these returus, letters have gona
to people saying that they have failed to put in a
return.

The question that the sum of $219,485 wvoted
under Héad X XX was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Head XXXI—Labour

Head XXXI — Labour — was called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, there arc
& number of additions to be made under this Head.
They are as follows :—-

Item 3 — Labour Officers —- $8,598.

Increased by $5,304 (Fixed by Law) to $13,902
19 provide for the salaries of 2 additional Labour Offi-
cers under the authority of C.E. (G.) (Amendment)
Order, 1956.

Iiem 4 (a) (New) — Manager — $2,280

Provision of $2,280 (Fixed by Law) for the
salary of a Manager of the Employment Exchange

ftem 3 — Labour Officer — $8,598.
U.E. (G.) (Amendment) Order, 1956.

Item 6 — Clerks — $4,450.

Increased by $1,200 (I'izxed by Law) to $5,650
to provide for the salaries of 2 additional Labour
nander the aunthority of C.B. (G.) (Amendment)
Order, 1956.

Item 7 (a) (New) -— FPemale Clerk — $624

Provision of $624 (Fixed by Law) for the salary
of a Female Clerk for the Employment Exchange on
scale $624 x 48 — 1008 x 72 —- 1,440 under the
authority of C.E. (G.) (Amendment) Order, 1956.

Item 8 — Stenographers and Typists $1,856

Increased by $1,248 (Fixed by Law) to $3,10%
to provide for the salaries of 2 additional Steno-
graphers and Typists under the authority of C.E
(&) (Amendment) Order, 1956.

Item 10 — C.0.L. Allowance — $2,200

Increased by $1,025 (to b evoted) te $3,225 to
nrovide allowances for additional staff.

Item 14 — Trovelling — $4,000

Increased by 2,000 (To be voted) to $6,000 to
cover expenses of additional Travelling Officers and
for inereased travelling due to intensification of in-
ipection activities consequent upon increase in staff

Item 18 — Ewmploymeni Exchange — $10,880.

Reduced by $9,30¢ (To be voted) to $1,574 in
view of provision under Personal Emoluments for
Permanent Staff.

Item 21—Furniture and Office Equipment—$600,

Increased by $700 (To be voted) to $1,300 tu
surchase three desks, three chairs, a typewriter and
cushions for the additional staff.

1 beg to move that the sum of $558,520 be voted
under this Head.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: T beg to second
that.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, it is a
great pleasure to me to see that an attempt has been
made to make provision for Labour Officers for this
Department because it was a bit surprising to me
that a Labour (Government should have delayed %o
take steps to furnish the Liabour Department with
2Aequate staff. There are certain eriticisms which
i should make in order that the public can be aware
of certain things which are happening and I am glad
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deal with that aspect in another quarter. 1 would
only say that there should he no interference between
Trade Unionists and employers by any members ol
the Government either directly or indirectly.

It is true on the last occasion the Hon. Premier
said that he agreed that the amount of $240 was too
low for the Item, Trade Disputes. I would ask him
now if he believes that $1,000 can really provid:
adequately for that service if he intends to get ths
most experience, and t est person to do it. Where are
you going to get people from to deal with Trade dis-
putes? 1 will make the bold statement that you do
not have them in Barbados to act in this capacity,
because you do not have a reserve of people who are
not employed by the Government to undertake this
task. If you go through your retired people, you
will see that you do not have any ; therefore you hav:
10 rely on existing people in the Service. If I may
give you an example, Mr. Chairman, a dispute which
oceurred between the Barbados Telephone Company
and the Barbados Workers’ Union has been going
on for over 18 months. A commission of enquiry
was set up in September last year and up to this
time the Commission has not reported. The Govern-
ment could not find any person other than the Acting
Fuisne Judge who made it clear to the Government
that the only day which he could perform the tasl:
was half day on Saturdays. Now, that is not fair to
the Trade Union movement, Here it is, you have an
industrial dispute with an organisation and you can
unly appoint someone who can earry out his function
one half day a week. Can that be fair to a Trade
‘Inion which has no other choice than to accept it?
4.55 p.m.

Now, could that be fair? The Chairman, who is
an important person on the Board, was also acting
2s Puisne Judge working five days a week and had
to work half day on Saturdays to complete the work.
You can see from. the evidence the time it would take.
These things must create bad industria] relations
Of course, a Trade Union would not have confidence
m any administration that sets about appointing
1eople who cannot conduct its work. I do not have to
remind this House of what is taking place at present,
and this matter has been sent to many places. A dis-
pute at the Barbados ILight and Power Company
would not be like the one going on now. You cannot
strike at the Electric Company, it is against the law
‘What is going to happen if a man has to go to arbitra-
tion? You see when you put $1,000 here you have
1o send outside and get someone. Well, Trinidad was
forced in recent times to send to the Colonial Office
for Professor Jack, another gentleman from Cam-
vridge who sat on the same Committee as the Premier
at Conventions, to go into the question of oil. But in
al] these cases it is a peculiar thing that these people
have even made a Report. I believe the Printing
Industry in Trinidad had a Report that was sub-
mitted after the Telephone Company Report and
published in Trinidad. I do not say anything against
the person appointed because the person has no choies
but I do say when you are limited to this small
amount of money and you do not appropriate mor:,
you have to come to the House again, and one of th~
worst things today is to be forced to come to the
House for money for a Board of Enquiry. But it
you have it in your Estimates and there should be
any dispute you would not reveal it in Parliament
before it is dealt with. I hope that the Premicer
will see that this is going to be inadequate unless you
are asking people to serve freely. There is no point
under these present circumstanees to expect you ar:
going to get people from neighbouring territories
‘o come and serve without payment, beecause you
will not get the person you need. Professor Shepherd
should be in our minds with the Report he made on

the Sugar Industry and we should bear that in mind.
I am sure the Premier is aware of it because he gave
evidence on the Royal Commission, but what are we
reminded of in the Royal Commission about the
Labour Department?

““The duties of the Labour Department should
include all questions relating to the regulation
of wages, conciliation, arbitration, the establishment
and working of wages boards and trade boards, the
inspection of wage lists, the obtaining and collation
of such data as statistics of unemployment, hours
and wages and cost-of-living, the inspection of con-
ditions of work in factories, workshops and agricul-
ture, and measures for the protection and safety of
the workers.”’

And: then in the next Paragraph it says :—

““One of the most important of these duties is
the work of conciliation and the adjustment of dis-
putes between em,ployers and workpeople.’’

Now, I would like to say this and while I have
read that I would read another portion, that would
fit in with what I said. Subject to the description of
the Labour Officer and Labour Commissioner tha
Commission Report says,

““From this description of the duties of Labour
Officers it follows that their calibre should be high
and that they should be men of character, experience,
capacity and integrity.”’

Now I should like to draw to this Committee’s
attention that the Government has seen the wisdom
of sending the most senior man in their Department
to the United Kingdom for a long period. I believe:
cr from what can be seen, Mr. Pickwoad has done

_and is doing a good job in the United Kingdom, bu?

it should be borne in mind that the majority of people
who have migrated to the United Kingdom have done
s0 on a voluntary basis. In fact, it started out that
way. It was not a scheme that was initiated by the
Government. The people set out going to the United
singdom voluntarily both from Jamaica and Barba-
dos. Now, the importance of your own Labour Depart-
ment is such that yvou should not deplete it of its
senior staff and its most senior officer to perfoim a
task in the United Kingdom that has been performed,
say in the United Kingdom and in the United States
of America, not by the Ziabour Commissioners, but by
Liaison Officers selected by the Governments, whom
they ifind suitable to perform such tasks; and I only
have to mention that it could not be more difficult
for us now to recruit a Liaison Officer in the United
Kingdom than it was during the war years when,
maybe, Mr. Herbert McDonald did the job for Ja-
maica and Barbados. The Jamaican Government did
not see the wisdom of sending M. Scott, their Labour
Commissioner, to do that job. Now I feel that the
Industrial development and relationship in Barba-
dos in many matters for conciliation require the best
officers you have, and your senior officers should not
he away performing tasks that do not require the
quality of a ILiabour Commissioner. The Labour
Commissioner’s post has to be regarded as a technical
job and you cannot make any man, no matter how
qualified he may be, a good Labour Commissioner.
There are certain gualities he should possess and I do
not want in any way to reflect on the present acting
appointment to the post by saying that the acting
Labour Commissioner is not competent ; but I do want
to say that in that Department—and now that you
sre appointing additiona) staff—you cannot bring
m any man from any Department and put him in the
Labour Department and make him an excellent Labour
Officer in a month or two. From economic and
social conditions in Barbados, wunless a man is
possessed of the experience and grind, in putting
him in a Chair to preside over industrial disputes,
he is either afraid when they disagree or sometimes
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in looking at the employers he is more likely to please
them: because the employers are more likely to offer
him employment when he retires than the Trade
Union. 1 say that without casting reflection at any-
one. But years of experience in the Tvade Union
show that you cannot kink along with small boys
when you are dealing with employers who are hard
men. You must be of sirong fibre to deal with these
people when a dispute arises or even before a dispute
arises. The Irabour Commissioner was in the Urited
Kingdom; one of your senior Labour Officers was 1
the United States; and the Labour Department was
ieft with one senior mar in there and that was Mr
Parris. You sent a senior Labour Officer in My
Moseley there, and if the Premier was a member of
the Labour Union and he went there and looked at
the Staff he would say, ‘‘I am not going to go in
there and sit down under these boys presiding over
any serious meeting!’’

5.056 p.m.

You cannot have a Labour Department staffed
with inexperienced men and retain the confidence
of the community or the Trade Unions and the em.-
ployers with whom you have to deal. I want to
say how, on the basis of staffing, that it would be
surprising to know that on one occasion, it took 30
days before we could know from the Labour De-
partment about something of a matter relating to
a Trade Dispute. If a strike had resulted from the
delay on that oecasion, that strike could only have
been attributed to that delay. The Royal Commis-
sicn, in their Report, said that delays must inevi-
tably bring about greater difficulty in matters, be-
cause when these delays are too long it is difficult
for the comtracting or the conflicting parties to come
together. 1 know that the delays which have been
taking place were due, not to any indifference on
the part of the people there, but they were on the
basis that the staff was inadequate, and it was all
geared up to deal with this problem of emigration.
I am glad to see that a Manager of Emigration is
going to be appointed and the Labour Commissioner
will be available to perform more of the important
funections of the Labour Department.

I say that, because this Island is spending
money on this Department; I would like to empha-
sise that without in any way appearing to be par-
tisan. The purpose of instituting a Labour De-
partment was that that Department should see after
labour matters. Sometimes, since the Trade Union
has grown strong, there is a belief that the Labour
Department was attempting to see after employers’
matters; but that Department was set up to see
after workers’ matters. It should be borne in mind
that this particular section, to which I am referring
of the Report of the Royal Commission, and which
was agreed to by all the members of that Commis-
sion, was written by one of the leading Trade Union-
ists in the world. This is what is stated in this
Report .—

““It should be part of their duty to advise
work people about their legal rights, and to make
public information on that subject whenever, as may
occur from time to time, it appears that sections
of the workers are unaware of their rights. Officers
of the Department should also be available to ad-
dress gatherings of workers on such matters either
through trade unions or direct.’’

There has been a general belief that if the
Labour Commissioner were to go to a Trade Union
and address a big meeting of workers, that he is
taking sides with the workers; but Sir Walter Ci-
trine, now Lord Citrine, was one of the authors of
this Document, and I do not think that amybody

could claim that Sir Walter Citrine or Mr. Morgan
Jones did not know what he was doing.

I am speaking with a full sense of my respon-
sibility and truthfulness. If it had not been for
the fact that an industrial dispute is going on in
this Island, I would say more about the interfer-
ence which has been existing along certain lines.
However, I prefer, and if I am spared, I will have
the opportunity of doing so, to say something more
in this regard on another occasion. I prefer to say
nothing on this occasion which is likely to give the
impression that my seat in this Branch of the Leg-
islature is being used to advance the interest of the
Organisation which I serve as Secretary. 1 say
these things because it becomes difficult in this pres-
ent situation, when you are aware of certain things
which have been doue, to know if justice is being
done, and if, when Labour Legislation is passed,
you will get justice or if any aspect of spite is go-
ing to be used.

If T were to make certain observations in this
Chamber now, in respeet of this Head, it wouald
startle people. However, in view of this industrial
dispute which is being waged, I shall not make these
observations. The position is becoming serious be-
cause when matters have to be settled finally, you
often wonder how you are going to start to do so,
if Dbefore matters reach that stage, you are
aware of what has been done in certain quarters
to thwart the efforts of the workers in their cause.
1 am glad to see that an inerease in the staff of this
Department has been made. What is more, what I
would like to see in this Department is more ac-
commodation, so that when one side leaves a meet-
ing, there is accommodation in the Labour Depart-
ment so that your memberg can discuss matters with
you outside. Sometimes we have a break at meet-
ings, and we do not want to be public. If you want
to be private, you have to use the Labour Commis-
sioner’s private room, but I am suggesting that
there should be some other private room in which
each contesting side could go and discuss their mat-
ters.

I would like to see the Labour Commissioner
recalled to Barbados immediately so as to carry out
the functions under the Aet which the Labour
Commissioner was appointed to carry out, and let
the Government seek the means of finding somebody
who is suitable to be appointed in Mr. Pickwoad’s
place in the United Kingdom, to do the work which
he is now doing.

5.15 p.m.

As I have said earlier, I give Mr. Pickwoad
credit for all that he has done and is doing; but
you must remember that he was appointed to the
Office of Labour Commissioner of Barbados: and if
it were felt that you could have done without him,
then the Acting Labour Commissioner, Mr. Jack,
who was acting before Mr. Pickwoad was appoint-
ed, could have been appointed to the post and allow
the office to be run that way. It was felt that it
was mecessary to have Mr. Pickwoad as Labour Com-
missioner. What he is doing in the United Kingdom
will go on for some time; therefore, you should
have somebody there who is suitable. I am not sug-
gesting that you put somebody up there who is un-
suitable so as to get Mr. Pickwoad back here. It
is true to say that you have appointed an Assist-
ant Tdaison Officer but he is a young man who is
not versed in Labour matters, which are techmical
matters to deal with, but he is quite competent te
be an Assistant Liaison Officer because he has lived
in the United Kingdom for sometime and is young
and flexible enough to become a good officer. Do
you feel he can undertake the task of Mr. Pick-
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woad? I doubt he will be able to undertake the task
I do say if you feel that Mr. Pickwoad ecannot be
relieved of his post in the United Kingdom, make
seme arraigement to have him appointed to that
post and some means to have your Labour Depart.
ment Staffed with Senior Officers. 1 draw that to
your attention because as your Labour Department
now stands, you have the Assistant Labour Com-
missioner acting as Labour Commissioner and only
cne other senior officer in the person of Mr. R. P.
Parris. Those are the only two senior Officers
which you have in the Labour Department today.
1 say that without any reflection on the other staff.
Bear in mind you cannot be a Labour Commission-
er or Labour Officer in six months or six weeks. It
takes some years to become efficient in those posts.
I do hope that steps will be taken to have your
Labour Commissioner back in his Office as soon
as possible or that you make some arrangements for
regrading the staff.

There is another side to this matter. Mr. Chair-
man, you have in the Secretariat now, Mr. Springer
who was sent to the United Kingdom and trained
as a Labour Officer. He is away from the Labour
Department now. Fortunately, Barbados can al-
ways produce men who are versatile. Do you know
that one of your Labour Officers is now filling the
post of Labour Commissioner in Antigua? That is
as onerous a task as Labour Commissioner of Bar-
bados because Antigua makes issues out of everything.
You must have heard that they made an issue about
their being selected as the site of the Federal Capi-
tal; they wanted it too. They have now a big row
in Antigua and have Mr. Bird charged in the Su-
preme Court. It is Mr. Odle who is Labour Com-
missioner of Amtigua today. When the Hon. Pre-
riier spoke on the question of the Barbados Scholar-
ships and tying a man down, you can see very well
that you eannot tie people like Mr. Odle, Mr. Parris
or Mr. Springer down. How can you tie people like
them down when you give men like thema a $160
a month and somebody will offer them $400 a
mcnth? That is one of the difficulties you have to
face in the Labour Office. That is why I say that
you should proceed with the training of your offi-
cers but as soon as you train them, say as Labour
Officers, de not allow them to go out of the Labour
Department. What is wrong with this island is that
as soon as an officer is holding an administrative
post which they are capable of holding, they are
appointed to another post which they do mot know
anything about. This island, although it spends
money on training its staff, eannot hold its trained
staff in the Departments for which they are trained
because they do mnot get rapid promotiom. The
Labour Department is an example of that. Mr.
Springer was the first Labour Inspedtor who
was appointed in Barbados. I am sorry that offi-
cers like him are no longer available to that De-
partment to perform the important task which are
in that Department. 1 do hope that the Hon.
Premier and the Hon. Minister of Trade will say
as regards the $1,000 provided for Trade Disputes
(although it is $760 more than last year) whether
they feel that that will do for the purpose. Bear
in mind if yon have to get anybody from outside
of Barbados to preside over such matters you will
bhave to pay passages and hotel bills out of that.
Suppose you have to bring a man like Professor
Sheppard, you will have to come back to this House
and ask for more money.

Hon. G¢. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, there is
just one point which T would like to ask. Surely, in
making Estimates, your estimate must relate to what
is likely to be spent taking into account what you

spert recently. Last year we put in $240 for trads
disputes. Nobody envisages that we will have to
send aproad for somebody to investigate disputes. If
we need more than the $1,000 we put in this year,
cr in case we have to send abroad to get somebody,
surely, the hon. junior member for St. Peter knows
that no single member of this Chamber would worry
to talk about it if there was a trade dispute going
on. I am sure that the Resolution will pass through
this House in five minutes. I do not see why the hon.
member feels that $1,000 is not enough; we may
not spend half of it.

The hon. member pointed to the difficulty of
getting local people to investigate trade disputes and
the necessity of getting someone from outside and 1
am sure every hon. member will agree with that,

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I rise on
a point of explanation- I do not think the Hon.
Premier understood what I said. I did not say that
this House will not pass the money to bring some-
orte here to investigate a trade dispute, but I point-
ed out that the difficulty is that you are likely to
get a debate on the dispute. Already today the Hon.
Premier had to make an appeal. The reason why I
say the $1,000 was nos enough for trade disputes is
beoangse you may have to get someone from away
and it is not good to have a debate on an issue which
is pending. As regards what the Hon. Premier said
today about hot air and industrial disputes, I would
say whether it is hot air or cool air, what should
be told to him and others like him is that if they
think that telling workers that they are talking hot
air will make them abide with conditions of employ-
ment which are unfair to them, they can wait and
see.
_Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The hon. member knows
I did vot mean the workers.

On motiow of Hon. R. G, MAPP, segonded by
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, Mr. CHAIRMAN
reported progress amd asked for leave to sit again,
and Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and report-
ed accordingly. '

ADJOURNMENT

Hon, Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr, Speaker, I
beg to move that this House do now adjourn for half
an hour,

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirm-
ative without diwwision.

5.30 pm.

On re-assembling.
ESTIMATES—Cont’d.

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment the
House was in Committee on the Estimates for the
finaneial year 1956-57.

Labour Dept.—Cont’d.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
reswmed Committee, Mr. BRYAN in the Chair.

Mr, GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, Under Head
XXXI, Item 19—Emigration—we have a large sam
which we are all very glad for because we realise it
is being put to a good purpose. What I wish to en-
quire from the Minister of Trade is whether, when
the two recent officials from the Liondon Transport
system came here to select workerg for their ’gra;nsport
system—I know the Government is financing that
scheme, or at least assisting the W_orkers to go up—
they are assisting these workers with the entire sung
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or a portion. 1 understood in a thing like that where
they were assured of real and steady work they wouid
have been given full assistance because many of those
that were selected were probably unable to find ten
or fifteen dollars. I was approached recently for a
small sum because I was told they had to put up a
part of the passage personally. I do not think it is
necessary in this case. Government through the
Transport Department could easily recover that pas-
sage money and I do not think it was necessary in this
particular case to advance only a portion. If the
worker is prepared to put up some, all well and good,
thén lend him the balarce. I would suggest to Gov-
ernment that the entire passage be met from this
fund and recovered in the usual way.

‘When the Minister gets up I would like to be
assured that this is the case with these workers going
up in a few weeks’ time. We hope that with tie
beginning of this scheme the workers selected will ao
such a good job that we will find these officials re-
turning to Barbados in the near future to select more.
As a matter of fact, I think they have left instruc-
tions with the Labour Department so that it will not
be necessary for them to return to recruit, but we
could recruit om their behalf should they require
more this year. The Minister of TLabour could also
enlichten us if that is a fact or not, because with
this expansion of emigration to Fngland T thlnk_ it
is our duty to encourage it as much as possllple, give
every facility to employers in_ England and if neces-
sary set up our own recruiting system here. It is
an expense to the employers on the other side, but m
a case where they want to get a couple of hundred's,
it would be wise that they come and select; but in
the absence of that this Department could be extend-
ed both to the workers in Barbados and the employ-
ers in England. T hope this will be a large source
of revenue in the coming year. .

Another question I would like to ask is;.thl.s: Un-
employment Survey—-I know the Report 1s in and
I wonder if Government has considered it and
whether it is possible that that Report be given to
the House. It is an important part of our function-
ing and we in this year of election should at least:
know the economic set-up with respect to unemploy-
ment in Barbados from the finding of this survey,
because it would be of great assistance to us and
the Government as to what are the views for the
future. We have our own picture of what the true
position in Barbados might be, but it could be either
worse or as bad. I have my own estimate; I think
1t is larger than most people’s, but in getting around.
vou take those people who would go out and get a
job if they thought it possible and you will see it
Tuns into many more thousands than they have in
here. I would like to know how it was done; how
many families and the ages! It would be interesting
¢nd 1 am asking Government whether we can have
it in the House. I would like to see it. With these
two questions, the others have been covered fairly
fully by the hon. junior member for St. Peter, T
would like to hear the replies from the Minister of
Labour.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, T do not
want to continue discussion under Item 19; but I
would like to know wihether the Hon. Minister has
reconsidered the presert policy of the Governmeut
and provide any necessary amount of aid which is
required. You know time and time again I have
stressed in this Chamber in case of persons going
abroad, there is no reason in the world why the Gov-
ernment should not assist with the full amount in-
stead of putting them in a position to go around beg-
ging and borrowing and by some means aceumulat-

:ng the difference beiween £75 and £100 to buy
warm clothing, ticket, and have money left with
which to go to the United Kingdom and be able to
carry on until they secure employment. I am sure
that the majority of the members of this House are
entirely in favour of giving maximum aid, and would
support it: and there is no reason why the Minister
should coutinue to hold back this aid. There is no
reason why this policy should continue, and so long
as a case can be proved as wanting the maximum
amount of assistance, there is no reason why it should
not be given.

6.15 p.m.

Under this Head, 1 would urge the Hon. Minis
ter to have a word with the Police Department in
connection with these emigrants and the issuing of
their passports. They still continue to give the
maximum of trouble and, in their way, they try to
discourage or make it very difficult for people to get
out of this Island; handicaps are put in the way ot
people in the issuing of application forms when they
@re seeking to get passports. I have seen it in wrii-
ing from the Commissicner of Police that unless you
can give evidence that you have paid your full pas
snge money, no application form for a passport is
given. That has been the policy of the Department,
as if it is not the right of every person who has a
clean record to have a passport. It should be autc
matic for such a person to have an application form
for a passport. Why should a Police Official decide
ithiat he is not going te let a person go out of this
Island, unless he wants him to stow away ? But these
Officials who are dressed in brief authority, like tc
say to the politicians that they cannot make them
issue passports if they are not disposed to do so. 1
would invite the attention of the appropriate Minis-
ter to that matter because it deserves some attenticn
to be paid to it.

There is ove other matter about which I have
a4 word to say, and that is in connection with station-
ery. Only last year I happened to have the opportun-
ity of perusing certain correspondence from this Dec-
partment with regard to a dispute between a worker
and an employer, and I was thoroughly annoyed to
see in the correspondence that the worker was refex-
red to as ‘‘“dohn Smith,”” and the employer was re-
ferred to as ‘‘Mr. Johu Brown.”” A word to the wise
should be enough; let the Hon. Minister take a hint
that we do not want to have any more of that. Every-
tody who is working ir the Department is ‘‘Mr. S¢
and So’’ or ““Mr. John Brown.”’

Mr. LEWIS: 1 would like to hear about the
progress which is being made relative to the Regional
Organisation in the TTnited Kingdom for workers.
If the Hon Minister has any figures as regards the
emigration which has taken place already, I would
like to hear him put them before this Committee in
order that hon. members might be akle to get an idea
of what the position is.

Hon, R G. MAPP: In so far as the Regional
Organisation is concertied, at the last R.E.C. Cown-
ference in Antigua, we agreed to participate in the
Scheme, but the figures which were presented to us
at the Conference were not complete. This whole idea
originated with the Jamaica Government; we have
discussed with Jamaica the question of widening
the scope of the Weifare Office in London. Tha

_ Jamaica Government pronfised to go into the figures

as to what it would cost to set up this Regional Or.
ganisation in the United Kingdom, and this is a
matter which will be discussed at a later date. We
have agreed to participate in the Scheme and tha‘
our present Organisaticn would be provided for. Qur
present arrangement is exceptional; it is not done
by any other Territory in the West Indies. This




MARCH

8, 1956 2213

arrangement is actually finding work for people in
the United Kingdom and placing people in jobs be-
fore they leave Barbados; we will bring our service
under the general regional service.

I promise the Committee that I will lay a state-
mert on the whole position as regards loans and
statistics in connection with this service in the
future; however, in reply to the question asked by
the hon. junior member for the City, so far, we have
issued from the 1st April, 1954, to the end of last

year, a total of $150,333- The amount repaid up to

the end of last year was $10,705,08, and the balance
cutstanding $1,084. That shows that the workers
are repaying these loans very well indeed. The num-
ber of workers which we have sent out so far is 453
10 the United Kingdom and Canada, and 401 to the
U.S.A. Those who found employment on their own
and who were assisted by loans from Government
numbered 153. Of th: 453 workers which we have
placed, 356 were assisted by loans.

The hon. junior member for Christ Church ask-
ed about Mr. Cumper’s Report in connection wiih
unemployment, What Mr. Cumper did was to issue
an Interim Report which was intended only for tae
Government ; but he has returned to Jamaica to write
the Final Report which has not yet come to hand.
That Report would be published as soon as it comey
1o hand; it is not our intention to keep that Report
hidden. This Government is very active in finding
work for people and in devising schemes by which
the unemployed might be able to get work. We will
publish this Report whether there is an Election
taking place or not.

The hon. member also asked about the expan-
sion of the Department. If he looks at the Estimates,
he will see that the Department has already been
expanded. With our avowed policy of participat-
ing in the Scheme, I do not think that there could be
any question on that score. The hon. member has said
that these Officials from the Iondon Transport Ser-
vice laid the basis on which the selection should be
made, but I should like to say that there is no neces-
sity for those Officials or any other Officials to re-
turn here to make any selection. We can work on
the formula which has been left; Officials of the De-
partment have seen the style of examining the appli-
cants, and that will be used for further selection in
the future.
€.25 p.m.

It is expected that the Railways may send out
some officials to a similar job as was done by the
delegation of the London Transport. They will also
provide us with some formula on which they selcct
persons.

So far as loans are concerned, technically we do
not lend a person the whole amount of his passage.
But if a person wants an increase in the loan, surely,
we give him. After all, it is natural that if yow are
going to a strange country, like BEngland, you will
want warm clothing. I can tell the hon. member
that I recommended that the repayment of the loan
should be made easier for emigrants and instead: of
calling on them to repay the loan in two years, they
will be given a longer time so that they will be able
‘to pay less per month. Wi have done that because
we are aware that when an emigrant goes there he
has to provide himself with warm clothing as well
as he has to adjust himself to a new circumstance of
life. Therefore, we know it would be difficult for
him to make a large repavment on the small income
he is getting. His income mayv sound a handsome
one here but when he gets through payine for what
he has to pay, he will find that what is left is not as
hie as he would have expected. It is because of
that we have made conditions easier for them. What

we lend them now covers passage money at the lowest
rave. Hon. members must bear in mind that the
Public Treasury is not bottomless and there must be
a limit to what we can do. I do mot think we can
do more than lend the passage at the lowest rate and
give all the assistance we give at the present. At
the present moment we are loaning out money at the
rate of $150,000 annually. That is not a small
amount. You may say that it is money which is
revolving but it will take years to come back in.
Out of this $150,000 which we are loaning out in one
vear the amount repaid is about $10,000, so you can
see that it will take some years before we recover the
whole amount. I am sure a really unbiassed mind
will bound to say that this Government is doing all
it can do in lending emigrants the passage money
and giving facilities to them-

The hon, junior member for the City made the
point about recovering this money through employ-
ers but this is not such an easy matter. The emigrants
who go to England are quite unlike those who go to
the United States because those who go to the United
States are hired on contract. Those who go to Eng-
land are not morally obligated to their employer
although we hope they will live up to conditions.
The emigrants are not legally bound to stay with
any employer for the period they declared. Somie
workers leave one industry and go to another be-
cause they find that they can get better wages. Of
course, we try to bring home to them moral obliga-
tion and what effect it will have on the scheme it
they will not stay for some time. However, I can
tell this Committee that the workers in the various
schemes will receive an increase this year and we are
also now working out a scheme with the employers
whereby better conditions will be provided for
workers. )

The hon. junior member for St. Peter referred
to staffing at the Labour Department. He is correct
in saying that the staff of this Department should
be well trained, and eapable of carrying out thecmr
‘duties. It is true to say that one of the difficulties
which the TLabour Department has encountered is
that Mr. Springer and others like him are at present
serving in other Government Departments or are
seconded abroad. One of the troubles is that it is
not a closed Department, but that Department is not
singular in that respect. Bearing in mind the neces-
sity for good officers in other branches of the service;
bearing in mind also the added advantages of m-
creased income which come in the way of an officer
who might be trained in =a specialised field yet h.
might be quite suitable for other type of work; it
would be unfair to keep him in a closed department
nnless vou can provide for having specialists in his
Jepartment and that is not an easy matter.

6.35 p.m.

It is not an easv matter at all for the adminis-
tration. With the introduction of Ministerial Sta-
tus we found that there was a pressing necessity for
certain officers, because of their capabilities as offi-
cers in the past attached to the Ministries: and it
would probably have meant a very inefficient runnin:;
of the Ministries if vou left those officers in a kind
of closed department and did not make use of their
services in the Ministries .against the necessity of
having a specialist officer specially trained in on2
department and another pressing necessity of the
istand as a whole especially with introduction of new
Ministerial system. T as Minister of Labour could
say he was trained in labour matters and T did not
aoree to the transfer, but had to balance things outi
and T saw it might interfere with the officer’s chances,
»f promotion: and taking all these cireumstances

into eonsideration, it was touch and go at the moment.
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Although we would have liked to see this Depart-
ment keeping Specialists Officers we could not go tor
far and adhere too strictly to this principle and keep
these officers in the Department. I may tell the
Committee that so far as increased staff for this De¢
partment is eoncerned it was certainly difficult to
operate without bringing it up to standard — the
standard necessary for efficiency. We were pressing
for staff earlier than April last year and it is due
to one matter or another——at one time two secretaries
were on leave and this and that interfered the saine
year we were pressing for it that we did not get it
until last year when we brought an Order for in-
creased staff at this Department and at the Txchangz.
But the hon. member-—and I do not blame him for it
--is looking at it from one point of view and I say
again we have never lost sight of the fact that from
that point of view it is very important to have an
office like that devoted entirely or mainly to indus-
trial relationship, but on the other hand the hon.
member must admit that so far as the economy of the
Island and the welfare of the workers are concerned,
't helps all workers when you promote the Emigra-
tion Scheme and have emigration proceeding smooth-
ly. The Emigration Scheme came down with such
rapidity on the Department that certain of the top
officers had to perform certain duties. The Labow
Commissioner has not been seconded in the first place
for duty in England as the hon. member seemed to
indieate in his remarks. For the major part of last
year he was on leave; he did not take up duties in
England while he was on leave. It is true he was
doing certain work which was necessary; he offered
to do it and the Government accepted, but the point
is he did not, take up his present duties until Novem.
ber and I told this Iouse, but the House asked if it
would be temporary. I said he was only seconded
end not transferred (and it was good to think we
could not find a more suitable person at the time to
fall back on), and that it was the intention that when
sumeone was found and sufticiently trained, and had
acquired some experience he would take over and
carry on. By then the original service in the origin
of this thing would have to fall into its proper per-
spective and new arrangements would have to be
made. We have been corresponding with the Labou=
Commissioner and we are taking steps as is apparent
under this Head to see that the Department is prop-
arly staffed and able te cope with all the duties o}
industrial relationship and anything else that the
hon. member mentioned that I have not touched
upon. 1f there is any, I would be pleased to arswer it.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Acting Chairman,
there is just this I would like to say to the closing
remarks of the Hon. Minister. Now, this is going to
be a matter of opinion. He has his, T have mine. So
far as the statement he has made about the Labour
Commissioner is concerned, T believe I have morc
dealings with the Labour Department than any othe:
member of this Chamber, and there is no doubt abon:
it.  The present staffing of the Labour Departmens
from the point of view of the senior staff cannot cope
with this work. I did not want to call names but
thiere 1s only Mr. Jack, Mr. Springer, Mr. Parris and
two seiior people in that office. That office is sup-
posed to have three people from the point of view of
top people. Let there be no doubt about it that it is
d:Aficult to make this statement. I would ask, is it
rot the responsibility of the present Minister of
Labour? TIs it not the responsibility of the Govern-
ment? Mr. Jack was Assistant Labour Commissiones
*¢chen Mr. Burrowes was Labeur Commissioner, No-
bhody made any recommendations that he should be a
Labour Commissioner. 1 want to say this: I do not
want to be hard on any officer because some people
felt he was not strong enough to be made Labour

Commissioner; he was aciing for nearly a year and
1t seems to me it might ke no fault of the officer, may-
be it is how God made him. I find him to be a gentle-
man, but I do say you cannot go on with a Depart-
tent where the Administration itself had the oppor-
tunity of making him Head of the Department, bus
¢id not and side-stepped him for someone else, and
the one we brought here we are not making use of.
The Minister must admit this. The scheme was one of
those voluntary exoduses that you get at some period
of your history. In the economic position of Barba-
dos, workers started out on this trek to the United
Kingdom to seek better employment ; and the Minister
will remember that when it was brought here to the
House about the jobs in the United Kingdom, it
caused a bit of hilarity because at that time it was
regarded as a big joke that 400,000 vacancies existe:l
in the United Kingdom. At that time the Govern-
ment did not sce there was a chance of starting =
scheme and that there should send and find out how
things were, but from the pressure of the Opposi-
tion who made an issue of it the Government inves-
tigated and found there was opportunity in the
United Kingdom for employment.

6.45 p.m.

Mr. Pickwoad was on leave in the United King-

vdom, and during that time the Hon. Minister of

Labour was also in the United Kingdom. The Hon.
Minister agreed that Mr. Pickwoad should remain
in the United Kirgdom to go into these possibilities
of helping the workers there. I have said that Mr.
Pickwoad has done a gcod job, but I say also that
whereas you have a Iiaison Officer in. the United
Kingdom to help people when jobs are available, you
have a difficulty in ycur local Department in which
you have appoirted a Labour Commissioner. Why
do you not make the best use of your Department?
I do not like this idea of leaving the Department
without its complement of senior staff; you have
made use of the jurors in the Department, but onc
would know how he feels when matters have to Le
delayed, and the Labour Commissioner is perform-
ing duties other than those connected with Labour.
The Acting Labour Commissioner has been
called upon by the Government to do so many things,
that there is a terrific amount of work thrown on
this man. I anderstand that he is due for leave, but
he cannot go on leave when the Labour Commissioner
1¢ out; he has to wait until the Labour Commissioner
returns here! The position is hard on him. The Hon.
Premier is head of the Government and he knows
that he has objected to the idea of some people—not
with regard to the present incumbent in the Labour
Department, but he hag expressed his vizws with ve-
zard to some other people in the past. You waste your
ume in going to a meeting; [Hon. M. E. COX: The
Labour Department is not a Debating Society.] The
Chairman of a Conciliation Meeting is a person who
helps both sides in reaching agreement: he is not a
person_who is just sitting down and hearinrg both
sides. I am saving theat apart from Mr. Jack and
Mr. Parris in that office, it is not fair to call upon
the others to perform the duties of the office; there-
fore, the position is that the Island is left with two
sersons in that office to hold any serious meeting.
Tf ‘there are any serious meetings to take place in
this Department, they are routed in such a way that
the Labour Commissioner must deal with them. There
were 21 matters to be dealt with, including matters
relative to the Barbadon Light and Power Company.
I do not believe that the public is aware of the
tolerance, the patience and the restraint which one
has to use in getting certain matters dealt with, all
of which cannot be puplished and most of which is
censored. [ASIDES]. T have written to you a letter
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about the Labour Department in connection with
what I said, and that letter was not published. 1 am
1ot dealing with the Advocate newspaper; 1 am re-
ferring to the Beacon newspaper. I am not saying
anything about the impertinent replies which have
Teen sent to us saying that the General Secretary
of the Barbados Workers’ Union ought to be discip-
lined. It is no wonder that the employers feel that
they should be rude and impertinent enough to tell
vs what we should do. However, they will be put in
their places in due course. ) )

Relative to this Department, there is no poiunf
in allowing the Labour Commissioner t¢ remain in
the United Kingdom. I do agree that we should go
into this question of emigration, and I would like
to say to the Hon. Minister that he was not so evn-
thusiastic about this matter when it was first men
tioned. He was laughing at the idea that these jobs
were available in the Urited Kingdom.

Hon R. G. MAPP: The debates have been go-
irg on smoothly so far, but when the hon. member
goes on in this way, I must ask him to stick to the
facts and not go out into the realm of the imaginary.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: It is not a debating
point. I say that the Hon. Minister was not enthu-
siastic when the matter was first mentioned; he
Jaughed at the idea that there were these jobs avail-
able in the United Kingdom, [Hon. R. G. MAPP: 1
laughed at the idea of there being some 700,000 jobs
.available in the United Kingdom. Before the hon.
senior member for St. Philip raised the question, it
was raised by the hon. senior member for the City
and I am saying that the Hon. Minister, at that time
Lecause the information was not available to him,
iaughed at the idea. If the information had reached
‘tis Ministry, he would have said that the jobs were
available. I do not biame him for that; 1 am just
pointing out that when the emigration scheme
started, members of the Opposition felt that here was
-a good opportunity for Barbadians, they saw that
Jamaicans were going to England in large numbers,
and they pressed this Government into doing some-
thing about this matter. I am glad to see that the
pressure of the Opposition has caused the Government
to do something which has proved to be profitabio.
I give the Government credit for doing something
profitable but it did not stem from them; it stem-
med from those who saw the need of this trek, I shouldl
Tike to say that there are some members of this House
today who would like tc die and leave their money
in the Bank, but they would like the idea of paying
people a shilling a day for their labour. Some would
like legislation passed against workers.

-6.556p.m.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable member
has been given a lot of latitude. He must try a wee
hit to speak on emigration.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I did mot intend to
stray, Mr. Chairman, I was only drawing an anal-
ogy to show that when you raise certain issues,
there is likely to be cbjection purely based on men-
tal approach to the issue. The whole idea of
emigration also proves this question because people
would not emigrate if enough work for them to do
'was in this country.

Sir, the more industrial disputes you have, the
more it is going to reflect om the organisation which
you have to settle trade disputes. It is needless
for me to tell you that I feel your going to the
Labour Department with a trade dispute is a waste
of time. Your set up in the Labour Department
has begun to lose the confidence of both the employers
and workers sections and if you want to know what
I am saying is true, any member of the Government
can go and read the Minutes of the Council of the

Barbados Workers’ Union or ask any member of the
Union what he feels about it. I only have expressed
that for the Hon. Minister of Trade to understand
what is taking place in the Labour Department and
am counselling him not to treat industrial concilia-
tion as something of no importance. I am very glad
that I can say that there is nothing in the Barbados
‘Workers’ Union which can be regarded as political
as it could be regarded when the Hon. Premier was
President.

Mr. CHATIRMAN: Are you still speaking on
emigration? Certainly this topic of the B.W.U. has
rothing to do with it.

Mr. ¥F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, you
really eannot discuss the Labour Department unless
you discuss vis @ vis organisations which have some-
thing to do with the Labour Department. I was
poirting out to the Hon. Minister of Trade the neces-
sity of having the Liabour Commissioner back in his
Office. The analogy I was making was based on that.
I was pointing out that in a small community like
this, issues of an industrial character were being
roped into things political (I am not saying that it
is political). It was false to say so even when the
Hon. Premier was President of the B.W.U. but be.
cause he was whom he was, the mewspapers of this
colony would make a noise and talk about what is
constitutional. Even though it is not so now, you
still have matters of an industrial nature regarded
as something political. There is not such an associa-
tion in these issues because nothing which has been
drawn to the attention of the Labour Commissioner
has any political significance; it is purely industrial.
I do repeat that if something is not dome to staff
the Labour Department with senior officers, this
Island will always find itself confronted with serious
difficulties because when you lose the confidence of
the people it means that you ecannot settle things
casily.

The question that the sum of $558,520 be voted
under Head XXXI was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

Head XXXII.—Highways And Transport

Head XXXII — Highways and Transpory was
called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, there are
a few Items to be added under this Head. They are
as follows :—

Item 17 (a) (New) — Senior Clerk — $2,280.

Provision of $2,280 (to be voted) for the salary
of a Senior Clerk on scale $2,280 x 120 — 3,000.

Item 18 — Clerks — $8,396.

Increased by $600 (To be voted) to $8,996 to
provide for the salary of an additional Clerk.

Item 26 — C.0.L. Allowance — $54,000.

Increased by $261 (To be voted) to $54,261 to
provide allowances for additional staff.

I now beg to move that the sum of $1,017,267 be
voted under this Head.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H, CUMMINS: T beg to second
that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, it is gratify
ing in dealing with this Head to know that I do not
have to make part of the comments as regards mis-
management of the Department which ome found
unavoidably to make in that deplorable ‘‘Skinner’’
era. However, there is a matter which is a question
of policy which was also raised by way of questions
and which was also mentioned when discussing this
Head annually. It comes under the aegis of the
Minister of Social Services rather than the Minister
under whose portfolio the Department falls and I
would like the Minister to agree with me when I say
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that the time is ripe for a decision to be taken in
connection with the Unestablished Staff. I am speak-
ing on Item 25 if you insist on my naming the Ifem.
People of the Unestablished Staff are paid at the end
of a week in respect of the number of days whick they
have worked; therefore, as you know in those weeks
mm which there is one holiday or two holidays (on
which days they do not work), their pay packet is re-
duced by the number of days. Particularly is it
heart-rending when one thinks of the week that
Christmas takes place. It is hard when there is only
one Bank-holiday but hon, members will remembe:
that on the last occasion there were two Bank-holi-
days: so you can see that members of the Unestab-
lished Staff were only remunerated for three and a
half days instead of five or five and a half days. 1
think it is time to have this matter settled so that peo-
ple who work all the working days in a week in which
there is a Bank-holiday or two should be paid for
that day or days as well. No doubt, that is a matter
on which the local Tories will take violent and un-
compromising action but they are unfortunately in
the minority. The matter should be viewed with fav-
our by this Socialist Government; it should ffind fav-
our with them without any prodding. We are com-
ing to the Easter Season and in the week preceding
Easter there is Good Friday, a day on which these
peoplle will not be able to work as well as the follow-
ing Easter Monday. Everybody who are working
by the week in these weeks in_which Good Friday
and Easter Monday falls should be paid a full week’s
pay. a
7.05 p.m.

That is one thing which the taxpayers of this.

island would be glad to share as a financial burden,
and [ am sure you regret at this moment being in the
position you are and that you cannot lend vocal sup-
rort to what I am saying. But the matter calls for
much needed assistance. We have been crying out
against this wrong for too long for the matter to con-
tinue as it is, and again, Sir, you will remember 1
raised the matter time and again about giving our
employees time for such an event. Even certain of our
business houses are giving time off without any
veduction to their monvy. There was an effort made
when the Australians were here. Some employvees
were given time off; it was not done in a wholesale
ranner but it was a trial scheme. In no more than a
frw days an English Cricket Team will be here. 1
Y do not know if the siores are giving time off. [A
VOICE: Yes, they are giving some time off!] The
hon. member says time will be given. Well, Mr. Aect-
ine Chairman, if a Socialist Government allowed big
business to set them an example in giving a square
deal to its employees, that would be a shocking thing.
Let it be clearly understood and, let my colleagues
understand, that if the employees of commercial
enterprises will get time off without a reduction
from wages to watch cricket, (and ecricket is almost
infinitely the religion of this ecountry) surely the
Minister of Labour should be able to persuade his
Cabinet colleagues to issue Instructions that similar
time be given to Government employees. Tha
Cabinet must set the Capitalists the example as io
how to run a welfare state. You ean imagine tha
quality of their work and the time wasted when an
important cricket mateh is on. They are going to
pause 30 seconds by the nearest Redifussion to get
the latest score. The amount of work done, there, is
hardly going to be worth while, if you ignore the
fact that there is a cricket match on: and we know
more than anything else they want to be present
and enjoy the game. And continuing on this sub-
jeet of unestablished staff, 1 think there should be
ar. effort made to provide transport for their workers
to and from their work, not those who have cars

-and travelling allowance, but just as the Telephons

Company and the Barbados Light and Power
Company do in transporting their workers by
vehicles to the place at which they will be working.
These things have been overlooked too long and are
expected to be remedied in a Socialist Welfare State.
These are matters that should be attended to without
further delay. So, Sir, I am looking forward to
seelng an entire cessation of work by casual labourers
on the same days when the stores are closed down
and there must of course be no reduction in theivs
day’s pay, no adverse effect on their pay packet.
Let the Hon. Minister for Labour realise that in a
move like that he would get the whole-hearted support
of the Chamber. He needs not to be afraid of the
Stores, because they are doing it. They find good re-
sults the mext day. I ccunsel Government to do it and
I am sure they will receive the applause of the
public and they stand to lose nothing by such an
e¢xhibition of kindness towards our public employees.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Speaking under the same
Head, I must say that according to the similarity of
the vote there has not been much imagination dis-

played in the Estimates where this Department is.

concerned. Highways and Transport has always
been a source of seasonal unemployment and because
of the density of the Barbados population and the
multiplication of tenantries almost annually, there
should be some higher estimate where road construe-
tion 1s concerned. The amount of estimated staff, I
think, should have been substantially increased this
year, but of course the Minister may give the very
acceptable excuse that the expense of a much greater
volume of work this year would be too much in view
of the Deep Water Harbour Scheme. If that is the
general excuse, it will have to be accepted. But
there is too much complaint right now in country
areas from road workers because the vote has been
exhausted. This is a very prevalent complaint an-
nvally and it shows a lack of correlating the two
ihings: seasonal employment and the provision ef
highway reconstruction. There are still tenantry
reads in this colony in a deplorable state and they
are inevitable with the increase of population and
the multiplication of tenantries; so that in future I
would advise Government that when it comes to
Estimates on transport, never to think of it separately
from its relation to the seasonal employment in this
country which is traditional, and always to remem-
ber that with the increase in population from decade
to decade a super expanse of road construction is an
absolute necessity. It is not merely finding work
for work’s sake. It is a necessity and at the same time
fills a dire need in the social conditions of the colony,
7.15 p.m.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I am glad +>
see that in the major scheme of works, they have ai
least considered that from the Garrison up needs re-
surfacing! because I see in the appendix to which 1t
applies, Item 66: the Garrison, Haunching and Re-
surfacing approximately two miles length $17,400.

This is one of the most travelled roads in this

Island, and although it is in quite good order, the

surface is bumpy. If you put a little extra pressure
in your tyres you have to slow right down. I am
glad to see that they have considered that road, and
in the very near future, the whole thing will be ex-
tended. They have re-surfaced the corners frequently
so to prevent skidding. If a road has been used con-
stantly over a period of years. the surface becomes
smooth, and I have seen the buses skid along there. vy
is only recently that I brought down someone who sax
that he would rather walk to town than get into
one of these buses, because they skid along there.

Under the Ttem, ‘‘Plant, tools , spares and
equipment,”” T am suggesting to the Hon. Minisver
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that some trailer should be bought for the purpose
of transporting the tractor along the highways. I
have seen that tractor go up River Road, turn
across Martindales Road and go down by Queen’s
Park and cut up all the road. About two weeks
after that, they mended the tracks and in the next
week, the same thing was done. Only this week this
tractor was travelling down Broad Street, and it
was cutting up all the road. I repeat that they should
get a trailer for the purpose of transporting this
tractor; they will probably find that they will he
able to use it more often, and the tractor will get on
the spot more quickly. 1 would like that matter to
be taken up with the Director of Highways and
Transport, in case the Hon. Minister has not thought
of it.

As regards the question of road improvemenr,
1 see that there are quite a number of dangerous
bends throughout the Island, and they are being
tackled gradually. 1 also know that there are some
others which are not noticed. There is a dangerous
bend near ‘‘Lyrias’’® along Sargeant’s Village, a
10ad which is very much used. The Bank Manager
who lives at ‘*_yrias,”’ has said that he has had
to telephone the Police Department in conuection
with accidents having taken place around that bend

As regards the question of out-flows to the
sea, that is another innovation which was started a
vear or two ago. Those which have already been
completed seem to be working very well, but they
suill need some attention to be paid to them. They
bave put one in the Rockley Distriet last year, and
I think that it is working well: I say, that there s
the need for one ai ‘‘Cacrabank’ Hotel and one aé
the ‘“Windsor”’ Hotel. There, the sea has receded,
the water flows from the main highway and gathers
at the back of the premises and stinks. I commend
the Hon. Minister for the action which he has taken,
and I ask him to take note of the things I have
said, carry them back to the Department and se2
that these suggestions are worked on.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : There are oune or two
things which T would like to know in respect of this
Head. Item No. 55, ‘‘ Transport,’’ is one of the Items
which T will pick out to draw to their attention, but
I shall always remind any Chairman of Committees
that when I am speaking on a Head of the Estlm.z.ites,
T am speaking on all of the Items which are not fixed
by law. Therefore if 1 stray from one Item to the
oﬁher, you, Mr. Chairman, will remember that, I am
trying to avoid any unpleasantness; I am speaking
on the Ttems from No. 55 to 68. T do not want it to be
said that I have taken advantage of the Chair, and
therefore T have selected from Item No. 53 to Item
No. 68 on which to speak.

The note to Item No. 55 says this: ‘“This Item
has been increased to represent the true cost of oper
ating the present establishment of vehicles.”” 1 can-
not find any other part of the Estimates on which I ean
properly ask the question, but I would like to know
and I am asking the Hon. Minister to tell us, some
thing about the buses.

Mr. ACTING CHAIRMAN: T take it that that
note means the cost of operating the vehicles in use
£t the Department of Highways and Transport. I do
not think the buses are included in these vehicles,
the buses are the concern of the Barbados Transport
Board.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Will the hon. member
show me any part of the Estimates where that has
been mentioned?

Mr. ACTING CHATRMAN: The hena. member
desires to speak on this Head, but T do not think it 15
for me to search for anv Item for him.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : 1 quite agree with that;
that is why 1 have picked out these Items. T could

casily argue that- the Director of Highways and
Transport has been taken from his substantive duties
and put in charge of Transport. 1 am therefore sug-
gesting that before I proceed to offer criticism, 1
should ask the Hon. Minister of Communications.
to give me some information on this matter because
we have a new Department, there is no Head in the
Estimates about it, and the public is interested in
the matter. I am taking this opportunity to ask the
Hon. Minister for some information, and if you do
not see any objection to that, I am doing so.

7.25 ¢ m.

Sir, I am sure you will take no objection to
that because I am spesking under the Head. I would
like the Hon. Minister of Communications to be
able to tell this Committee for the bLenefit of the
public what is the truc position as regards the Tran-
sport System of which the Director of Highways
and Transport is in charge. T will reserve any
comment on that matter until he says something.
I am sure [ am singing no solo when I ask this
quaestion because it is & matter on which the entire
Committee would like to know something.

On the question of Item 63, repairing and
resurfacing parish roads, parish of St. Michael, and
the subsequent Items for the parishes of St. Andrew
St. Lucy and St. Joseph, I would like to say at the
outset that the Director of Highways and Transport
is doing a very fine job (and I do mot praise you
today and not tomorrow) and has been giving of
his best: and his best is the best. He has been
doing a very fine job and is a reasonable man to
get on with also. On the question of the repairs.
and resurfacing of these parish roads I would like
the Minister in charge to tell us something about.
the remainder of the tenantry roads that should
be constructed in St. Michael. T will offer no eritic
ismi on this point until he has explained.

Hon. M. E. COX. Leave that until you come
to Capital Expenditure.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : If you give the explan-
ation now you will not have to give it under Capital
Expenditure.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, so far as tie
buses are concerned that is not before us today,
but I would like to assure hon. members that it
is the intention of the Government to put the trua
position of the running of them before the House
as soon as circumstaness permit. I know hon. mem-
bers will agree that this matter of taking over the
buses has been referred to arbitration; it is a
matter of secrecy; therefore, we should have no
debate on it which would tend to prejudice feel-
mmgs one way or the other.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I do
not know what the hon. member means by not having
any debate on it. That insinuation may be all well
for Government members but not for hon. members
on this side of the Table. Here it is, we are in the
position that months ago the buses were taken over
by the Government and sinece then there has been
a breakdown in negotiations. Must the public accept
that up to now with your Board of Arbitration
having been set up long ago, nothing is done and
nothing is arrived at? Something iz wrong.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: - May I enquire of the hon
member under what Ttem is he speaking? I ses:
nothing concerning buses.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Chairman, I have
already told you tha Ttem on which T am speaking.
I have already told the Chair that I am speaking on
all the Items to be voted and while it is difficult to-
find one Item to pertain to this matter, I am not.
zoing to speak at any unnecessary length on it.
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I know the Hon. Minister is aware that the
matter is causing the cwners of these buses much
uneasiness and the public is very much concerned
as to what they are taking over and what benefits
are to be derived from the service. We appreciate
the Minister’s reply that in due course and as cir-
cumstances permit, (if I may use his honoured
phrase) the matter will be brought to the House,
put I must tell him that this House is generally
concerned with the matter because it has been
delayed too long.

‘We observe in the Press a notice calling for
officers to run the Transport System; then, on the
cther hand, we have heen hearing rumours that the
Government is not going to run them.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am afraid that the hon.
senior member for the City is dealing with a matter
which does not appear under this Head or before us
concerning buses. The Minister has spoken of aroi-
tration which is rather wide also.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: With the greatest re-
spect, Mr. Chairman, that is a matter for you and
not for me. I am going to speak on Transpoert.

Mr. CHAIRMAN If the hon. member con-
tinues to speak on buses, I will have no alternative
hut to rule him out of order.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I have asked two
questions and the Minister has answered one. et
me put it this way: is it or is it not a fact that the
Director of Highways and Transport is carrying
out the duties of Officer in charge of the Transport
Board? If it is a fact, why must hon members of
this Committee shut their mouths up and say nothius
at all about it? I am going to speak on Item 35,
Transport. This is not an Item that is fixed by
law, therefore I can speak on it; you cannot stop me.

Mr. CHAIRMAN Are you telling me what to do.
7.35 p.m.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I am discussing the
Director of Highways and Transport, the activities
of the Officer attached to the Highways and Trans-
port Department other than those laid down here in
the laws of this country.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Tell me what Item.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : All the Items not fixad
by law [A VOICE: Name the Item.] Travelling
allowances then! You had better change position ard
pnt the Premier in the Chair. _

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: On a point of order, 1
hopwe this Committee will not allow any Minister oz
private member to ignore the ruling of the Chair. I
am speaking on the whole subject and T appeal to the
mempbers of the Committee to assist the Chair in the
ruling.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I have told you what
I am speaking on. If you want to be Premier and
Chairman, you rule. I am speaking on the Items not
fixed by law. All you have to do is-to rule. Thx
Speaker can come and rule. .. ...

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Tet me inform the hon-
wurable senior member for the City if he strays
on any Item that is not to be voted, T will rule him
<ut of order.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: And I will bow. I am
#peaking on all the Items to be voted by law and I
will select 27 — Travelling Expenses.

Now, let us begin by saying that the Travelling
Allowance applies to the Director of Highways and
Transport. Is that right or wrong? It applies to the
Director of Highways and Transport, and I am sub-
mitting that the Director is using that Travelling
allowance which is put in the Estimates for another
purpose other than duties prescribed here and these
duties are to look after the Transport system which
the Government has taken over. Do you rule me out
of order on that, Sir?

Now, Sir, on this whole question, therefore, of
Transport, one would like to know, for instance, if
all this travelling allowance which you have here
under Item 27, $27,000 covers the travelling not only
of the Director but the other officers attached to the
fHighways and Transport Department for looking
aiter the buses which have been taken over by the

Government. This is a question. which I am entitled
‘o ask. If that is so. .. ..
Mr. CHAIRMAN: May I draw to the

honourable senior member for the City’s attention
that the mnote reads: ‘““Paid in accordance with
the Travelling Allowance Regulations’’. .

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Maybe you can draw
other things to my attention.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1t is nothing
travelling,

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: If it is in the know-
ledge of the honourable members of this Chamber
that the Officer is doing something you know is not
part of his duty, are you not. entitled to come in here
and ask something about it? What would be the
members’ position ? If it has been drawn to my atten-
tion that he has been put in charge of the buses, may
i be permitted to ask if he is remunerated for the
extra services of looking after the transport service
of Barbados, and if so how much? All these things
we are entitled to know bhecause eight months ago
jJou set up a system, took over the buses of the island,
the Minister said we have been unable to settle be-
cause it has gone to arbitration. It is very well for
him to say he should not like to discuss it. From
his point of view, I agree he cannot discuss it. The
Government’s discussing it would prejudice the
matter.

I do not want to let the Chair feel I am taking
advantage of my position as a member. If the hon-
curable senior member for St. Joseph feels the
Lonourable Chairman is not good enough for the
Chair, he can find a better member to put in the
Chair. I say that quite honestly. There are some thas
would be like a red rag to a bull, because they would
be so prejudiced that you could not keep certain
members in order, so I do not want to take advantage
of my position.  So this travelling allowance is for
aoing work connected with Highways and Transporc
and what not, and if it is drawn to our attention that
the Director of Highways and Transport and other
Officers are using and getting paid out of this $27,000
for doing work other than connected with Highways
and Transport, but connected with the Transpor.
system, which is a new system which the Govern-
ment has taken over we are entitled to know. We
want (Government to know we are not sleeping upon
this. Just as Government feels this has gone to arbi-
tration, nothing has been done and the balance is-
there, we in the Opposition are watching very care-
tully, and I would like to know — I do not criticise
the Minister’s reply because I think it is one of thos>
replies when you are in doubt and not sure of the
answer which you should give—but T think this even-
ing, even if I sing a solo on this question that thev
would do a measure of good if they would let us
know how the position stands, how we are to view
the matter of the buses they have taken over and
the service, and finally, 1 would like to ask the Minis-
ter one last question. I do not suppose he is goins
to deny that the Director of Highways and Transport
is in charge of that entire set-up. I would like to
know if he is paid extra and from what source he is
paid? To avoid rumours the only persons to settls
them are the members of the Government. Therefore,
if it is a fact that he uses it from here, we cannot tell
it he is paid extra and from what source for taking
charge of the whole system.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Acting Chairman, to
answer the honourable senior member for the Cits

10 do with
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first, T think he is well aware of the fact that the
Director is the Director of Highways and Transpor.
which includes buses. That has been in the Act as ha
wil remember since 1945. That places the responsi-
bility on him for seeing that the island’s transport
is run, and run efficiently. I think he also knows that
even before the Government took over we had twe
mspectors to go throughout the island and see the
tuses moved to time and that they were properly run;
and so the Director of Highways and Transport is
still in that position to see that the island’s trans-
port including buses is run efficiently. Therefore, i
so far as his reference to travelling is concerned, it
is perfectly in order. It was so before and the voto
kas not been increased; you will see from the BEsti-
mates that we have not increased the vote to look
after the buses, in addition to the fact that he has
not been given any remuneration for being Chairman
of the Board. The honourable senior member for St.
Lucy raised the point about casua] workers in respect
of bank holidays, and he also raised the point about
giving time off to these workers to see cricket.

7.45 p.m.

I think it was when the Australians were here,
¢r on the eve of their coming here, that the hon.
member raised the pomt and he was told then that
the matter would be mentioned with a view to
acquieseing in the reyuest or suggestion made by
the hon. member. I am quite sure that that has been
done, and I am wondzring if the hon. member did
wot see some of his coustituents at cricket during the
hours when they would have been working.

As regards the point about paying casual workers
for Bank Holidays, it 13 not so easy as it has been
suggested. While on the one hand. I agree that con-
sideration should be given to those who are called
“‘megular ecasuals’’, on the other hand you cannot
extend that consideration to real ‘‘casuals’’ who
might only work a few days with you, and then they
go off again. You must draw the line at some peint.
I will promise the hon. member, however, to take
up the guestion of the payment of ‘‘regular casuais™
for Bank Holidays. As the hon. member knows,
these casuals get holidays, sick leave and so on, and
if they work for a number of years, they qualify
for gratuities. Although the Act does not specificaliy
say that, they are given that consideration.

The hon. member also raised the peint of trans-
porting workers to and from their work. That is a
question in respect of which I know the workers feel
they have a grievance. and I must admit, I feel so
too. Reports have been coming to me to the effect
1hat these workers are not paid enough to enabi:
them to meet their travelling expenses to and froia
their work, and I am prepared to go into that matter
with a view to seeing whether we could not make
arrangements whereby the lorries which go on the
site, could take the workers there and remain for
them until the work is over. That system was not
instituted because lorry drivers are supposed to ges
back in a little before 4 o’clock, and if they remain
cut you will have to pay them for some overtims.
Perhaps it would be better to pav them that over-
time, and have these workers.transported, than to
allow them to find their wav home after doing a hard
day’s work. Sometimes [ take up some of these
workers on the road and T can say that they have
o good case for consideration.

The honourable junior member for St. John
raised the question about the non-increase in the Un-
established Staff. He said that that Staff should be
increased, bearing in mind the development of ten-
antries for which roadg are provided. All tenantry
10ads are repaired from Capital Funds, and when
{hioce roads are repaired thev will not require any sur-
facine for another two years or so. You cannof build

up your permanent staff merely because you are con-
structing a few more miles of tenantry roads; but
vou employ your ‘‘casuals’’ in the construction of
those roads and the ‘‘regular casuals’’ provide the
additional maintenance which is required for those
roads from time to time.

The honourable junior member for Christ Church
has raised two very valuable points. One is the ques-
tion of the provision of a trailer for removing trac-
tors and so on. That matter was discussed a year or
g0 ago, and the Director of Highways and Transport
referred to it as a ‘‘prime mover’’. The matter was
postponed on account of the cost, but I do agree that
we should have in that Department a ‘‘prime mover’’
because that would reduce the amount of hours of
transport considerably. If you had to remove a roller
from the Department to St. Andrew, for instance,
that roller would be removed by this ‘‘ prime mover”
which would get there within two hours or so. Some
firms may, from time to time, reyuire something
whieh would carry a heavy load. I am prepared
to diseuss that matter in the proper quarter, and if
the Minister of Finance agrees with it, at a later
stage during this financial year, we can come down
with a Resolution for the purpose of purchasing
this ‘‘prime mover’’. T am convineed that it is neces-
sary for this Department to have a convenience such
as that.

As regards the bend near ‘‘Liyrias’’, I think it
was about July last year when we agreed to ineclude
that bend in our road improvement programme for
this financial year. I agree that this bend is a danger-
ous one, and if some of it is cut off, it would improve
the visibility considerably at that point.

I do not think there is anything else to answer.
If T have not answered all the questions, I am quite
willing to do so if I am reminded of them.

The question thatl the sum of $1,017,267 be voted
under this Head was put and resolved in the affirme-
tive without division.

Head XXXIII—Civil Aviation
Head XXXIIT — Civil Avietion was called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, there are
certain Items to be added to this Head. They are as
follows :—

Item 3 — Control Officers — $8.700.

Increased by $1,920 (To be voted) to $10,620 t>
provide for the salary of an additional Control
Gfficer.

Item 8 — Supervisor, Fire Services — $1,200

Provision of $1,200 (Fixed by Law) to be deleted
as the post of Supervisor, Fire Services is to b2
abolished.

Item 9 — Crash Firemen — $3,898.

Provision of $3.898 (Fixed by Law) to be deleted
as the 4 posts of Crash Firemen are to be abolished.

Item 10—Awuziliary Crash Firemen—$9,687

Provision of $9,687 (Fixed by Law) to be deleted,
as the 14 posts of Auxiliary Crash Firemen are to be
tibolished.

Item 11 — Uncstablished Staff -— $12,625.

Increased by $1,311 (To be voted) to $13,936 to
provide two additional labourers to carry out certain
duties now performed by the Crash and Auxiliary
Firemen.

Item 12 — C.0.L. Allowanc> — $6,020.

Reduced by $1,819 (To be voted) to $4,201 as a.
result of the reduction in staff.

Item 20 — Upkeep of Vehicles — $2,400.

Reduced by $800 (To be voted) to $1,600 as the
upkeep of existing tenders will be provided for under
Head X — Fire Brigade.
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Item 21 — Fwre Protection — $2,400.

Provision of $2,400 (To be voted) to be deleted
a4s the maintenance and replacement of fire equip-
ament will be undertaken by the Fire Brigade.

Item 27 — Uniforms — $3,175

Reduced by $1,300 (To be voted) to $1,875 as
X — Fire Brigade.

We have transferred these Items to Head X—
Fire Brigade; therefore, we delete them from this
Head. The sum to be voted is now $93,890.

Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that the sum of
£93,890 be now voted under this Head.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS:
ond that.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, if we are re-
moving this cost of maintaining a Fire Department
at Seawell from this Head and putting it to the
Head, Fire Brigade, for administrative reasons, 1
do not think the present system under which the
Vestry of St. Michael is called upon to pay a pro-
portionate part of the cost of the Fire Brigade is
right.

¢ Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The hon. senior member
for the City raised that point and I assured hiin
that the Act will have ¢ be amended.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, 1 am glad te
hear that. Under Item 30—Transportation, 1 am
going to ask the Minister in charge of this portfolio,
what is the present decision on transportation of
workers to and from Seawell. We voted a similar
sum last year and nothing has been expended. This
year the same sum has been put back in the Esti-
mates. Is it going to be used or have you plans for
the implementation of a promise you made? If 1
may remind you, when you took over the buses some
seven months ago, I think it was the following week
that workers at Seawell were issued' with bus passes
o permit them to get to and from their place of
residence to their work at Seawell. It was discovered
when they went to use themy that there was some
difficulty and those passes were withdrawn. You
promised to investigate the matter and let me know
something about it. 1 am asking you if you have thc
information now. My other remarks can easily await
the time when we are dealing with Capital Expen.
diture; they will be more appropriate under that
Head.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, I merely
want to draw your attention to the apparently new
Ttem 31, expenses of A.R.P. Surveyor. I do so be-
cause I deprecate the expense to the taxpayers of
this colony in having to provide for the cost of in.
spection for certificate ¢f air-worthiness of a club’s
aircraft. The only reason why I am not tempted to
move the deletion of this Item from the Head is be-
cause when this particular vehicle is in the air in
the hands of obviously incompetent people it is liable
to crash on some poor person’s head or home which
may not have been insured and as a result may nos
be in a position to recover the damage of the air-
eraft. It is a shame that a few of the idle rich have
nothing better to do than to invest their money in
an unairworthy aircrafi and then to have someone not
properly trained to mwanipulate it in the air. One
takes up the newspaper only to see an article writ-
ten under the caption ‘‘Miss Bim in cane field.”” Ore
then reads that some novice piloting it over some cane
field has make a forced landing in it. Why they
did not do so over the sea, I do not know. Tt is a
great hardship that taxpayers have to pay for the
cost of inspection for certificate of airworthiness of
the Barbados Light Aeroplane Club’s aireraft.

There is the rumcur that the Club hopes to get
& new aircraft from a gentleman who lives in the

I beg to sec-

U.S.A. Let us hope that if and when that plane |

arrives (I do not know if they would be given one
which was used in the Italy-Abyssinian War) that
it will be able to reinain for some reasonable time
overhead until it goes over the sea and then let what
would happen sooner or later happen then. Nobody
would be the worst o to see the last of that plane
or any of the novices who have nothing to do and
plenty of time to become self-styled pilots of this
aircraft.

8.05 p.m.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Acting Chairman, I really
thought that by now the Government would have
prohibited that thing from going up in the air. It
will appear that the Government is encouraging it,
for they are going to grant this money. 1 was very
much afraid every time of Miss Bim landing any-
where at all. It has its own Airport anywhere and to
the detriment of the people of this country, and I
am hoping that Government will take it very seri-
ously and prohibit its going back in the air, because
one can never tell where it will land again. Somehow,
the pilots do not go over the sea for some reason
or another; that means they more want to damage
the people on land than damage themselves, and as
far as this vote is concerned, I think the hon. mem-
ber for St. Luey—if he would move the deletion of
this amount, I am quite willing to second it, because
we will not be encouraging such a thing. It is treach-
erous to the public, 1 do not know who are the
fiiers, and I do not know who O.Ks it, because some-
time ago I read that an engine came and no quicker
than it was up it was down. So I want some explana-
tion on it from the hon. Minister in charge.

Mr. BRANCKER: The only reason why I
would not move the deletion is because in the opin-
ton of the Committee this gentleman is to be paid
$250 to inspect it and if it 1s not worthy it will not
be allowed to go in the air again.

Mr. MILLER: What the hon. members so often
forget, is that pioneers have always been the am-
ateurs. When the two Wright Brothers of the Unit-
ed States created a crude contraption that did fly,
in spite of the criticism of the entire world, every-
body was anxious to get photographs of this stupid
and ugly contraption. The same thing applied when
the Dutchman developed the submarine; it was mad-
ness. These two good works were put by until they
were perfected by Government rising one against
the other with fortunes to buy the Rights of these
particular machines. Today we are all aware of thz
importance to civilisation if we say nothing else, of
the submarine. But what have we been doing in
Barbados? You have a group of enthusiastic people
interested in aircrafts who are willing by denial to
their pockets—to them it is a poor sport for the
island rich and not of the idle—to throw pennies in-
to the scheme. It is not regarded as a hobby, but
what has been done in the R.A.F. we have been do-
mg through this club. The vote in this Chamber is
to provide the protection for the hon. member who
is afraid; that is to say, the Government would have
the satisfaction that there is an engineer that would
issue this private Aeroplane Club with a certificate
of air worthiness—the least the Govermment couid
do to expect people to live under the training flights
of the craft. These are the arguments all over the
world, but I repeat for the hon. senior member for
St Lucy and the hon. junior member for St. Joseph,
I am sure neither of them would be willing to travel
«xcept in a plane. I thought the hon. members would
have been willing to show sympathy and support the
grant for the survival of the club, but to the con-
trary. Little things amuse little minds but in ecase
of an emergency you would not tarry and wonder as
though something from the high heaven would fall
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.and suddenly you would be swept into safety; and

1 know the hon. member in case of emergency, would
be among the first to send off members of this coun-

try to the R.A.F. to support their cause.

Hon. M. E. CJuX: Mr, Acting Chairman, I

‘would like *o inform hon. members that originally

this Item was being paid from the vote under th:
Head — Director of Civil Aviation when we had one,
but the British Air Transport Advisory Council re-
commended that each country should pay for the

-gervices if necessary. In other words the person who

ingspects this craft for air worthiness will have to
be paid from the colony in which the inspection is
made. Hitherto it was under D.C.A. who had a block
vote, but we are doing no less than what other col-
.onies are doing. As a matter of fact, in so far as
‘this is eoncerned, the other colonies are making a
srreater contribution to these Light Aeroplane Cluba.
As regards the point raised by the hon. junior mem-
ber for Christ Church, I have tried to get in touch
-vith the Director of Civil Aviation and I will give
+wim the information when I receive it. I apologise
-for not having the infermation at hand.

The question that the sum of $93,890 be voted
‘ynder Head XXXIIT-Civil Aviation was put and
wesolved in the affirmative without division.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Acting Chairman,
‘beg to move that you report progress and ask leave
-to sit again.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to amd Mr.
Acting Chairman reported to Mr. SPEAKER who
resumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to
move that this House do mow adjourn for three-
~quarters of an hour.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was out and resolved, in the affirm.-
-ative without division and My, SPEAKER adjourn-
e@ accordingly.

8.15 p.m.

\ On re-assembling,
ESTIMATES—Cont’d

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment, tha
House was in Committee on the Estimates for the
financial year 1956-57. »

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House
resumed Committee on the Estimates, Mr. BRYAN

.beang n the Chasr.

Head XXXIV-—Electrical Inspection
Head XXXIV—Electrical Inspection — was

.called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Acting Chairman, T

-am, asking leave to make an amendment to this Head.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon. Premaer.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The amendment is an in-
crease to Ttem 9 as follows:

Item 9—Casual and Other Assistance—$2,000.

Increased by $1,000 (To be voted) to $3,000 to
provide for the employment of an Electrician to ser-
“vice the electrical equipment at the General Hospital.

I beg to move that the sum of $11,892 be voted,

-under this Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question that the sum of $11,892 be voled
under this Head was put and resolved in the affirm-
alive without division.

Head XXXV—Housing

Head XXX V—Houstng—uwas called.

Hon. G. H, ADAMS: I beg to move that the sum
of $150,000 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question that the sum of $150,000 be voted
under this Head was put and resolved im the affirm-
ative without diviston.

Head XXXVII—Peasants’ Loan Bank

Head XXXVII — Peasants’ Loan Bank — was
called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the
sum of $19,000 be voted under this Head.
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Under this Head, I notice
that the Personal Emoluments in respect of the Man-
ager and other members of the staff are to be voted.
I understand that for some time now, the Manager
has retired or has resigned, and I am wondering if
any steps have been taken to fill the post; I am
wondering whether his post has been filled and if any
member of the Board will be good enough to say
who has been appointed, and if nobody has been
appointed, why not?

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Acting Chairman, I have the
honour to be one of the members of this Board,
YCheers] and up to now, I am wondering myself why
tkis post has not been filled. [Laughter]. I am
not responsible for the convening of the meetings
nor the fixing of the Agenda; I ean only say that we
have discussed the appointment when we were about
to advertise the vacancy in the Press ,and the Acting
Manager had been appointed to carry on until the
cut-going Manager had returned from his holiday.
I do not know if the Manager has returned yet,
peither do I know what has happened. 1 feel that it
would be my duty to let this Committee know that.
The hon. member on my right (Mr. Holder) is also
a member of the Board, and not long ago we were
discussing this matter. I do not know who is respon-
sible for the hold-up; I know that Sir Archibald
Cuke was out of the island, but he has returned here
long enough so that a meeting could be held and
the public told what is the position as regards the
Manager.

While T am on the subject of the Bank, I have
asked a question [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: That is out
of order]. I do not know if I am out of order; I was
only mentioning that by the way. Anyhow, I dv
not need to go any further in the matter.

Mr. LEWIS: I would just like an explanation
as regards this matter of this decrease; why should
there be such a large decrease of $78,492 under this
Head in respect of 1955-56? There is no explanation
given here as to this large decrease. )

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : The hon. member will
see from the note opposite that this amount of $19,000
represents the Personal Emoluments and other
charges. If the Hon. Minister of Labour has the file
in his pessession, he would be able to give the exact
figures as to the state of the loams, and so on. How-
ever, the note opposite really explains the position.

Mr. LEWIS: I quite realise that the Hon. Min-
ister is not familiar with this portfolio, but there is
no explanation, T repeat, in the note as to why thera
is this large decrease. This is what the note says:

“The Bank is a body corporate and meets its

own expenditure, but it has been the practice for
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vears to grant to the Peasants’ Loan Bank, an amount
equivalent to the cost of operating the Bank, to-
gether with a sum estimated on the basis of new loans
less repayments.”

1 understand that but I have none of the Supple-
mentary Estimates being asked for this Bank; this
is really the first time that 1 can remember that there
has been given this sort of break-down of the amount.
There used to be a lump sum of money asked for
in conmection with the i’easants’ Loan Bank; they
have been good enough, perhaps due to my eriticism,
to show how the amount is made up. I sincerely
hope that any decrease in the vote does not mean
the Bank will suffer; I see that they have put down
here a sum of $220,000 in respect of loans.

That is what we used to do. We used to give 1t
a lump sum of monev. The only explanation they
have given us that the money wilb be increased 1s
because of the inerease in running expenses. They
are now good enough to tell us that they have ruw
ning expenses. 1f the sum is sufficient for that and
to make the necessary loans, it is ckay for me.

The gquestion that the sum of $19,000 be voted
under Head XXXVII was put and resolved in the
affirmative without dwision.

9.20 p.m.

Head XXXVIII—Olid Age Pensions

Head XXXVIII—0ld Age Fensions was called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, I beg to
iLove that the sum of $811,515 be voted under this
Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Houn. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairmau,
nnder this Head Item 7, Old Age Pensions, the hon
senior member for the City asked about figures as
regards blind people from the age of 16 years up-
wards. I enquired but there are no firm figures. The
Social Welfare Officer only knows those who are
registered at the James Street Centre [A VOICE:
That’s a shame.] If they do not come forward to
register, how will we know? However, T believe that
now the age limit is lowered they will come forward
and register.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I ap-
preciate the answer given me by the Hon. Minister
of Social Services but surely he should deprecat:
such an answer coming from the Social Welfare
Officer. I appreciate it from him beause that is all
he could get. I asked him a simple guestion and
the answer is easy to get. Mr. Chairman, when ve
were dealing with the increase in the Old Age Pen-
sion, all that we said over here was to the effect thar
you are saying you will give it to every blind per-
son from the age of 25 upwards. We said to you that
masmuch as vou have amended your Bastardy A:i
aud other laws to say that a parent is responsible
for his children up to the age of 16 years, that chil
dren who are born blind, from 16 years upward
where the parent was not responsible they should
ke given a pension too, There are a number of chil-
dren who are blind between that age and your
qualifying age of 25 years, but they could not be
so many ; therefore we told you that instead of mak-
ing vour qualifving age from 25 years that you
should make it from 16 years because from the fiz
ures it would not cost any appreciable sum.

This is mnot a ecriticism of the Hen. Minister
because he made an effort to get the information for
the House. Tt shows the incompetence of the Social
Welfare Officer as weli as the disinterestedness of
her. Do you mean to tell me that she could not tell
you the various statistics in regard to this matter?
Surely she could get them from the various Poor

Law Boards. I have asked the Minister & question, a
gquestion which would tend to relieve many of those
Llind persons between 16 years and 25 years. Ther.
would hardly be many of them. I am sure from the
view expressed on the floor of this House that the
Hon, Minister seemed to be in sympathy with that
view. Every year 1 ge? an application from a few
of them for assistance and I think most hon mem-
bers must have got it too. As a matter of fact, the
non. junior member for St. Joseph actually seit
somebody from that parish between the age of 16
vears and 25 years to me. Are you really satisfied
with that answer you get from your Social Welfare
Officer? It is so easy to find out.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: He is saying, go to every
house and find out something.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Stop talking nonsense.
He talks a lot of nonsense when he wants to defend
cne of his friends. He seems to be getting old and
stupid; he is getting absolutely stupid.

Mr. CHAIRMAN - Order! Order! Address your
remarks to the Chair,

Mr. . D. MOTTLEY : You have a Social Wel
fare Officer. What is easier to find out if you want to-
find it out than this information? If you wanted to
get that information, all that the Social Welfare
Cfficer woudd need to do is to put a single notice
in the newspapers asking the varicus Poor Law-
Boards to report to you the number of people who
are blind from the ags of 16 years to 25 years. What
Poor Relief Committee would refuse to give the
Social Welfare Department that information-—in-
formation which they must have? They know the
number of blind persons to whom they give relief
and a record is kept of their ages. The Leader of the
Opposition can support me in this.

As T have said, I appreciate that the Hon. Min-
ister of Social Services has tried to get the informa
tion but could not get it, However, I wonder if he
can honestly say that he is satisfied over the matter.
Here it is, you are running a Social Welfare De-
partment and you cannot say how many people there
are who are blind between the ages of 16 vears and
25 yvears. That is the reason why there are many people
who say that you do not want a Social Welfare Depart-
ment. I say that the necessity for it is so much that you
see it around you everyvday, but what you do want is
a real Social Welfare Department. To tell me that
the Hon. Minister of Social Services cannot get i
formation from the Social Welfare Department teli-
mg us the number of blind persons whom you have
in Barbados between the ages of 16 years and 25
vears, who would be, say, entitled to draw a pension
is the biggest piece of nonsense T have ever heard in
this Chamber.

9.30 p.m

The Hon. Minister of Social Services knows
this well enough: if this is the interest the Socinl
Welfare Department will take, you had better serap
it. It should not only exist but it should do work.
Each member in here will see that after two months
and you ask a question like that and the Minister
showed an interest, all he can tell vou is that vou
will not be able to get the information. What
effort could have been made? T counsel the Hon.
Minister of Social Services that when information
is required for the House it must be taken seriously.
Tiet me ask this: when they come to amend the
Regulations so that blind people who were getting
aid at 40 should get it at 25, how did he get the
information? Did he go to everv house? Honestly,
Mr. Acting Chairman, how did Government get the
information to come and tell us thev wanted so
much money because they were givine aid to persons
at 40 but were now giving from 25?7 Did they guess?
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You got that izformation, but I am taking it that you
got it from the Social Welfare Department who
would get it from the Blind Association plus the
Poor Law Boards and advertising for persons from
that age. I have been mild in recent years in
dealing with the matters of the Social Welfare
Department, but let me ask the Minister this:
Can he honestly say tonight that this is a satis-
factory answer? How can it be a satisfactory
answer? Does that Department exist for people
to sit and smoke cigarettes and send in a bill for
travelling allowance?

Mr. Acting Chairman, do you know that in an
interview with the Press I have actually made an
open invitation to members of the Social Welfare
Department to sit on the Board of Guardians and
see cases for themselves? However I might feel
about the Social Welfare Officer, as soon as I oc-
cupy an official position which must come in con-
tact with her duties, I respect her office or the
office of the person. Therefore, Sir, I wonder if
the Minister of Social Services will realise that a
thing like this is a serious reflection on the work-
ing of that office; that they cannot tell us what are

the numbers after being able to tell us the number

between 40 and 25 for reducing the age at which
people could draw Old Age Pension. It is a very

.easy matter, and if there was any person interested

the facts could be obtained by the Social Welfare
Department. While I appreciate the interest shown
by the Minister in replying to the question asked
by the Opposition, T must say it is most unsatis-
factory to get an answer of that sort from the Min-

‘ster if that is all he got from the Social Welfare

Department. The Social Welfare Officer has to do
with the Blind Association — a most regrettable
feature, because it was one of the things that kept
1t back from getting anything. I have had blind
people come to me who after they were taught to
do handicraft and chairs took work on their own
and they told me of the treatment meted out to
them by the Social Welfare Officer. They were
taught to do this and because they took work on
their own, they were told they could not come back
to the school because they should take the work
from the Associatior.. I am sorry the Hon. Minis-
ter had to give a reply like that which is aggravated
by the stupid reference made by the Premier and
the ignorance displayed by the kicked-out Chair-
man. We regret very much under the circumstan-
ces that we could not get this information. It
might be small; it might be five or six, but if you
establish a Social Welfare Department, they should
be able to keep matters like this on their finger tips.

Mr. Acting Chairman, look at the vote and you
will see what you are paying for the Social Welfare
Department. Do you not think they should be able
to tel] you tomorrow the number of blind people, so
to speak? They just feel the Department exists to
go to the Treasury and draw salaries, get in a motor
car and drive and things like that.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Acting Chairman, on a
casual estimation Government could easily estimate

-the number of blind people to be between one to two

hundred. Not all of them would be needy cases. I
know it would be a little difficult to find out how
many blind people there are, but from casual obser-
vation it would appear that thev would be between
one and two hundred persons. But if Government
wants to change the Regulations to assist these blind
paupers they can work on the number that they
know exists, and in process of time the others who
want io be considered would come forward. I do
not expect them to wait until they are able to know

-exactly how many there are in the island, because

there are some who do not come forward to seek aid
irom Government or the local Parochial Authorities
i do not know if the Minister of Social Services 1s
listening to my suggestion, but I would suggest that
if you are going to reduce the age limit, to start off
with those that arve registered at the Blind Institute;
and so as soon as the age limit is reduced,those whose
existence we do not know of would readily come
forward and report themselves. It is very importanst,
Sir, that greater provision should be made for them,
and I should like to state here and now that while
1t would be good for us to make provision for greater
protection for blind people, I do not hope to see in-
cluded amongst them persons who can easily take
care of themselves even although they might be blind

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Acting Chairman, I rather
gathered from the remarks of the hon. junior member
for St. Thomas that although the Social Welfare De-
partment could not give or guarantee accurate fig-
ures they would be able to give all the figures that
Department claims to have. I wonder if I am cor-
rect in assuming that; whether they were able to
give figures of cases within their knowledge between
the ages of 16 and 25. Even if I am right in, assum-
g that the Minister for Social Services would be
able to let the Committee know of the number of
ilind people in that ags group known to the Depart-
ment and for which information has been passed on
to him.

That might give us an indication of the minimum
number, but it does not help us very much as to
the maximum; perhaps the hon. senior member for
St. Thomas might be able to help us in this matter.

‘While T am on this question I must return to
my pet subject. The hon, senior member for St.
John, who is fresh from his cocktails at Lodge
School describes it as a hardy annual, the reduction
of the age, so that more people will benefit. We
have a Report from an expert who has recommended
an inerease in the number of people by the reduction
of the age. We only fall back on what the experts
say when we want to carry out our own argument
However, the age of 63 years is too high; they seem
to be considering only the people who have one foot
in the grave and the other ountside. I submit that
the age of 65 years should be the very highest age
at which you should start to pay these pensions; we
can find the money to do that if we look for it.

To see that Civil Servants, some of them are
present here, and people like them who have se-
cured good jobs, do not go on to work beyond the
age of 60 years. Think of the people who have to work
until they are 68 years of age before they can get
4 pittance! T do not know if the Government will
fortify itself with the recommendations of the ex
pert and stick to 68 years; 1 would be glad if the
Hon, Minister has the figures relative to the num
her of persons between 60 and 65 years known tc
be blind in this Island.

Mr. SMITH: I am referring to Item 7, ‘“Old
Age Pensions’’ Since 1952 a petition was forwarded
to the Government to consider an increase in the
amount of these pensions. [A MEMBER: That is
out of order]. As you know, these old pensioners
such as Policemen

Mr. ACTING CITAIRMAN: I do no: think
that the hon, member is in order.

The hon. member took his seat.

Mr. LEWIS: I think that the hon. member
should be given a little latitude to speak on this
matter, si.nce he was in the Chair when the increase
under this Head was recently passed. T think that
some sort of reply is due by the Hon. Minister of
Social Services; when he intended to lower this
age In respect of the blind people to 25 years, the

Government asked nobody to enquire about these
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people. If they did so, the people who were 24 years
old this year would bz 25 years old next year, and
if you did not know them, how will you include
them? Of course, ycu could come down to tiis
House with a supplementary Resolution; you must
have some statistics which would show the number
of blind people in Barbados between the ages »f
25 and 40, It is not necessary to go around from
house to house to find that out, because certain
people would not quulify under the ‘“‘means test.”’
People might be able to inform you that in this
distriet there are so many blind people. In so far
as the estimates is concerned, that is based on tiic
law, and I thank wyou, Mr. Acting Chairman, for
the latitude you have allowed, because this matter
way all arranged under the Aet which was passed.

I am surprised ‘hat they went to the Social
Welfare Department a all. However, it does not
keem as if the information is forthecoming and
therefore let us get on with another IHead of the
Estimates.

Hon. Dr, H. G. II. CUMMINS: 1 will make
another effort to get the information.

The question that the sum of $811,515 be voied
under this Head 'was put and resolved in the
effirmative without division.

9.50 p.m.

Head XL — Waterworks

Head XL—Waterworks was called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: [ beg to move that the
sum of $740,934 be voted under this Head.

. Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to second
that.

Mr. BRANCKER: 1 am speaking on Item 22,
repairs to mains, meters ete., for which the sum of
$73,000 is to be voted. 1 have time and time again
suggested, and will continue to suggest, that when
repairs are about to be effected to mains and water
in a district is about to be locked off, before doing so,
the use of a siren should be resorted to in order that
the people in the district would be notified that they
can turn out guickly to fill their buckets and other
receptacles with water before it is locked off. 1t
takes six or twelve hours before they can send the
motor lorry or get a chauffeur to drive the motor
lorry to get water to the people in the district and
as a result the people are seriously discommoded
of this necessary item for their cooking. 1t is not
good enough for an official to lock off a water main
and the people in the district only know that it is
locked off when they cannot get water from the pipe
in’ the district or in their homes. There should be
some accommodation extended to the people who get
their water from that main. Give the official a siren
let him give the people 15 minutes to ¢o and collect
a bucket of water; then let him shut it off. Give
the people an opportunity to get some water first.
That is perfectly reasonable and clear and there is
no reason why it cannot be done. [f the use of a
siren is not favoured by the Ministry, some other
means of giving them notice ean be resorted to.
After all, these people can send their servants in
their car with a couple buckets to get them filled
before vou lock it off. This is a matter which can
easily be done. Tt should not be unecessary for me
to raise this matter again. This should receive the
necessary attention because we have the particular
Head of Department who favours helping the people.
Let this matter be no longer neglected.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, T also would
like to call the attention of the Minister to the same
Item. I know whenever they extend their mains
they ask the Vestries or the Commissioners of Health

what places they would give as priority for the ex--
tension, but there are so many places where we need
extensions and would like to give priority that we find
it difficult to make suggestions. 1 was amazed to find
out that in a case like St. Matthias Road that there
is an area of about 200 yards which is not connected
by a main. The main in that district runs as far-
as a shop around the corner and you do not get any
main until you come to Dayrells Road Corner. Now,.
that is a very thickly populated district. People liv-
ing along there would be only too glad to put in
water in their homes but they eannot because of the-
absence of a main. If the Hon. Minister for Commu-
nications, Works and Housing would make this note
and refer it to the Head of the Department I would
be very glad indeed.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, on that same-
Item which the Hon. Leader of the Opposition spoke,.
I would like to know whether it is still opposed to
adhere to the old principle in regard to the extension
of the water supply ; that is, that they extend it only
in respect of the thickly populated areas, ignoring:
the question of a few houses in a remote district by
their saying that there are only a few houses there,.
therefore, do not put 2 main in that distriet'yet. In
effect you are saying that those people in .remote
aistricts can walk a mile to get water. Sir, the prin-.
ciple on which the Hon. Minister is working is.
peculiarly suited to the parish of St. Michael but
most unsuited to the parishes outside of the metropol-
itan area. What can be more inconvenient than for-
people to walk a mile to collect two buckets of water.

I would like to make reference cn ancther Item:
Item 34, delivery of water by lorry. I would
suggest that there should always be at least one
lorry absolutely ready to move off at a moment’s.
notice as soon as there is notification that a particu-
lar pipe is not giving out any water. I have had the
occasion last year in respect of my constituency of
having to enquire inte the non-arrival of a motor
lorry with water when a pipe was not giving out.
water. I was given the answer: ‘‘Yes, it was re-.
ported but we had to get a motor lorry; it was not
quite ready, the driver was not in or we had to
send for something to make the lorry go.”” You
should have a man on duty, ready to move off with
the lorry the minute there is notification that a pipe-
is running out of water just as the Fire Brigade:
moves off when there is notification of a fire. I am
sure vou realise the terrible inconvenience and hard-
ship to which people are put when they cannot get
water. If vou realise that, the taxpayers will not
cavil at the expense of having a man and a motor
lorry there 24 hours of each day so that as soon as.
an alarm is sounded, out that motor lorry will go to
carrv water to the people in the district as quickly
as the Fire Brigade apparatus would leave to ex-
tinguish a fire.

10.00 p.m.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Acting Chairman, speak--
ing wnder Head XY, Item 15—Unestablished Staft,
a little while ago T asked questions about the rela-
tive rates of pay for work on Sundays and Bank
Holidays to the Pumping Station workers at Bowman-
ston, St. John, and the answer I received I will read.
The point was that the same type of unestablished
staff at Headquarters received overtime pay when
thev worked on Sundays or holidays, but not the
workers at the pumping station in St. John. The re-
ply is like this.

“‘The position is that the unestablished and cas-
nai staff at Headquarters normally work a 48 hour
week from Monday to Saturday while the Pumping-
Station staff work in shifts of 8 hours for a six day
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-shift workers does not arise.
.are working on days that other people do not normally

-question of overtime pay.

.cn Sundays to ffix a burst pipe.

week, inclusive of Sundays and Bank Holidays. j'he
former are paid double rates on Sundays and Bank
Holidays, with treble rates on Good Friday, Easter
Day and Christmas Day, while the latter are paid the
same rates of overtime as Headquarters staff but
only qualify for overtime in respect of work done
outside the shift hours.””

I will never be able to appreciate this fine dis-
tinction in language applied to the two sets of workers.
1 cannot appreciate the reason or the justice in paying
workers down hill for that work on Sundays overtime
with double rates and treble rates on Good Friday,
Christmas Day and Easter, but because they call the
ones in St. John ‘shift workers,” they work on Sun-
days and must be paid at the same prevailing rates.
I cannot appreciate the justice in it. As far as I
know with Trade Unions, overtime rates are paid for
work done on Sundays and Holidays; the question of
The point is that they

work. That is the principle of overtime work, and
I expect the Minister should know this. Regardless
of the type of answer given I fail to appreciate it.

A set of workers of the same status work on Sundays

and get overtime, but another set when they work on
Sundays do not get overtime. The principle under-
lying overtime is that when you work on days which

are not normally working days, you are paid overtime.

Fortunately the people in St. John, as far as I have
interpreted the type of people there, expect these
qualities in a representative—sincerity and honesty—
and I am stil] convineed that their loyalty, although
I get no satisfaction for it, i still mine. But he need
not be fooled that I appreciate this situation.
Hon. M. E. COX: 1 am surprised to hear what

‘the honourable member said after I have explained

the situation. The honourable member must appre-
ciate that the running of the various stations, Belle,
Bowmanston and so on for supplying water is a con-
tinuous service. It is not like a burst pipe somewhere
down Broad Street and you call men and they have
to work until 10 at night. It is a shift service. A man
coes on at four, comes oft at eight, or twelve, and you
tell me because he goes on at that time you must pay

-overtime?

Mr. VAUGHAN : I rise on a point of order. That
was not my argument. My argument was working
¢n Sundays and Bank-holidays, not working on Wed-
nesday night or Thursday night from eight to twelve,
because these are not normal working days.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1In this case, Mr. Acting
Chairman, Sundays are normal days. You must pump
water all the time. You cannot shut down the pummn-
ing station and say this is Sunday and therefore I am
not pumping water. You have shifts at Seawell on
Sundays and no overtime is paid; but water must b2
pumped all the time. The people employed over
there were taken on with this explanation. The Gov-
crnment is not doing them any injustice. Sunday is
a normal day in so far as the working of these water
stations is concerned, and I pointed out that to the
honourable member today. You have Seawell Airport
which must be opened all night and you do not pay
them extra money for working on Sundays because
it is a 24-hour service; and therefore, there is no
You do not pay a watch-
man overtime and he starts something 6 o’clock in the
evening and ends at 7 o’clock in the morning. Yon
pay so much per period because it is his normal job and
there is no overtime in that. A man working at Water
works goes in at 7 o’clock and comes out at 4 o’clock
out in circumstances when you have a burst pipe
vou cannot come out at 4 o’clock but may have to work
until 6 o’clock or 10 o’clock; or he may be called out
That is something

aceidental and you pay him because it is not a normal
function; but at the normal stations they are run
all the time every day and night in the year. They
rust do that in order to supply the inhabitants with
water. Therefore, it is not an extraordinary fune-
tion; it is @ normal function where Sundays are con-
cerned and they were told that. The honourably
senior member for St. Liucy again raised the question
of locking off the pipes without giving notice. I have
given instructions that notice must be given to vil.
lagers who are affected by locking off pipes at times,
and I have a feeling that the instructions have been
carried out; but if they are not, I will check up on
that. Now, the honourable member is again making
the mistake of saying that water pipes have been dis-
tributed acecording to the population in the various
villages. That was never the basis for allocating
standpipes to any parish or village. I am sure even in
his parish he knows there are some villages which are
more heavily populated than others that have mnot
got, the water facilities as the less thickly populated ;
therefore, I again want to point out to him that we
never caleculate the distribution on any population
basis, but I had figures showing that on a population
basis St. Lucy was by far better off than St. Michael.
10.10 p.m.

basi Again I say that it was never calculated on that

asis.

The honourable junior member for Christ Church
raised the point about the main in the St. Matthias dis-
trict. That was drawn to my attention before, and 1
would like to assure the honourable member that I
will see that that is included in this year’s
programme.

Mr. ALLDER: If what the Hon. Minister says
is right, what the Government should consider is tha
kind of occupation of these engineers at the Pump-
ing Station; the Government should consider that
ithese employees work around the clock every day
in the year, and that their employment is different
from that of the average worker in other Government
Departments who can knock off at 4 o’clock in the
afternoon and go home. Taking that into consideration
the wages of the employees at these Pumping Stations
should be more handsome than those of the average
casual and key scale workers who know nothing of
working day and night. What 1 mean to say is that
you have men at the Pumping Stations who have to
work on Sundays, Bank Holidays, Good Fridays and
so on; you have engineers who work for 8 hours 2
day, and they are paid the same thing when they got
their Sundays and Bank Holidays. I am not saying
that these people should get all the Holidays, because
they have to keep us supplied with a commodity with-
out which we cannot do; but you can make their wages
more handsome than those of other people who have
better working hours,

If an engineer gets 2lc. or 23c. an hour, do not
wive these other workmen the same thing; an hour’s
work in the night is more difficult for a man to do
than an hourils work in the day. I think that these
cmployees should be given a little percentage over
what the average casmnal employee gets, and that
would be more satisfactory. These employees work
for long hours, from the well to the boiler and vice
rersa; the Ton. Minister knows all that because he has
been approached by these men. We are not now argu-
ing the case for the provision of uniforms, but w2
suggest that, in the case of another review of the
salary scale for Government servants, the point which
we are now raising will be taken into consideration.

There is another point which I would like to
raise. In the Newecastle — Foster Hall area, due
to landslides and things of that sort, half a mile
of water main has besn removed on account of the
breakages which take place with the mains in that
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area. However, in recent months, since the owners
of Newcastle have been selling out the land, mary
peasants have been purchasing some of this land,
and they have begun to remove their houses on it.
They quite agree tha: it was necessary to resmove
the water main on account of the landslides which
take place there, but they are asking for the in-
stallation of a 4in. main underground in that area
50 as to accommodate them with their regular supp'y
of water. Yoy need not put this main underground:
it may be run along the surface. I sincerely hope
tnat the Hon. Minister understands what I am try-
ing to bring forward. The Parochial Authorities
of the parish are verr much disturbed about this
matter; some of these people have expressed the
desire to instal water into their homes if such a
main is laid down.

Hon. M. E. COX: I will bear in mind what the
honourable member has said.

The question that the sum of $740,934 be voted
under this Head was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Head XLI — Social Welfare

Head XLI — Social Welfare — was called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: 1 am asking leave, M
Acting Chairman, to make some amendments under
this Head.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Premier.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The amendments are as
follows :— ‘

Item 5 — Stenographer and Typist — $776.

Increased by $624 (To be voted) to $1,400 to
provide for the salary of an additional Stenographer
and Typist.

Item 7 — C.0.L. Allowance — $1,020

Increased by $107 (To be voted) to $1,127 to
provide an allowance for the additional Steno-
grapher and Typist.

I beg to move that the sum of $10,857 be voted
under this Head.

Hon. Dr. H. 6. H CUMMINS: I beg to second
that.

Mr. GODDARD: 1 see that the matter of the
After-Care of Discharged Lepers has been put into
the hands of the Social Welfare Department. I do
not see in whose hands that After-Care now is; I
kiow that when these lepers leave the Institu-
tion after they have been treated, the Government
gives them a pension, and rightly so; because it is
common knowledge that nobody wants to employ
them and they are scorned by their own relatives
‘While investigating the conditions of housing in
Christ Church sometime ago, I came across one of
them who was living in a house which had not been
repaired; I believe the Housing Board worked on it,
but there was no floor in it, and this person had to
shelter in the home of a relative. The relative had a
house next to the one in which this person was sup-
posed to be living, and it was in a most inhuman
condition.

10.20 p.m.

Now, hurricane ‘‘Jamet’’ struck this island 7
months ago and I would like to know whose respon-
sibility it is to look after that person and to see that
he gets a pension. I think it should have been their
duty to investigate cases of this sort as soon after
the hurricane as possible. I can only say that no in-
vestigation took placs. It should have been their
duty to go to the Housing Board, or the Public
Works Department whose job it was in the initial

instance, and draw the matter to their attention
to tell me whether it is their full responsibility. |

This is only an instance ¢t how they are doine their:

work.

I would like to kunow what is the allowance:

given to each person discharged from this Institu-
tion and whose duty it is to look after them, and

if they have any method of keeping a proper check.

on, the welfare of those persons other than seeing
that they get a pension. I am not saying that they
should go and see every person discharged from
there, say every month; but after a catastrophe like
a hurricane, certainly persons in that category
should be investigated in order to see what is their
condition. I look on it as if they are the guardians
of those persons. I would like the Hon. Minister
to tell me whether it is their full responsibility or
if they only have to sez that those persons get their
pensions or allowances.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr. Chairman, I would

just like to know how many discharged people ara

there and how much they get as an allowance. I
hope the Hon. Minister will not have to send around
to get the information.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Ag far as after-
care of those persons is concerned, this amount of
money is disbursed by a Committee.

The Committee consists of the Chaplain of the
Lazaretio, the Superintendent of the Lazaretto, Mrs.
Redhead, (the wife of the
Prison), and another person whom I do not remem-
ber. That Committee looks after these unfortunate
people as far as this allowance is concerned. I do
not think that their duties extend as far as visiting
in the homes of these people as suggested by the
hon. junior member ftor Christ Chureh bat I am

sure that they funection so far as seeing these people-

get their allowances.

I was looking for the file of the Lazaretto
order to see how many ex-inmates are there but un-
fortunately the file is not here and 1 cannot give
the figures. Some of these people earn a living of
tnelr own within certain bounds. [A VOICE: I am
sure there are not many of them.] I said: some;

I'ow many, I do not know; I contend that there are.

some. There is a movement on foot to amend the
provisions of the Act for those persons to be em
ployed more than they are because the avenues of
employment for them at present are so to speak
Hmited by the Act. There is a movement to remove
some of those jobs which they at present can do
from the Act so that they will get a broader scopc
~f employment; for instance, they cannot be em
ployed in bakeries or hotels, neither can they be
butchers nor even a carpenter. We are now trying.
«nd we will soon come before this House with ap
amendment to the Acy, to remove restrictions on
some of those avenues of employment for those
people to earn something to assist themselves fur-
ther. I am sorry I cannot tell how many persons
are there discharged as cured from that Institution

but I will supply the figures at the next meeting of’

the House for Hon. Mcmbers.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The Hon. Minister of

Social Services forgo* to answer my last question.
There is a fixed amount that Government decided
upon to give to those persons, but the Hon. Minister
may not have it there and I am not going to press
kim for it. I am not going to make any further

eriticism on this matter now but I will say in passing-

that T hope the Hon Minister of Social Services
will really get the figures for me because there is a
ieeling among some of those discharged lepers who
usually apply to the various Poor Law Boards. for
assistance that the aimount given to them is in-

sufficient. T have varicus statements from them and

It is not under
the supervision of the Social Welfare Officer alone..

Superintendent of the

»
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they are very conflicting, Some say one thing and

some say another. I do not want to make any criti-

cismm unless I have it authenticated by the Hon.
Minister himself. 1 do not want to say that they
should get something more, but there seems to be
some dissatisfaction about the pension which they
are allowed. Some feel that some of them get more
than others because of their circumstances. I fecl

‘(Fovernment should go into that matter and I hope

that the Minister will be able to give the figures as
early as possible.

Let us face facts. Discharged lepers are not
really employed because according to the law they
cannot be employed in certain places and in certain
yobs, It is just because of the society in which we
live. ‘We are prone to abide by what is laid down

in Holy Writ but some of us need to change our

vicws about lepers.
10.30 p.m.

I am suggesting with all humility to the Minister
of Social Services that he should give further consid-

-eration to what is said here to-day about bringing in

-an Act to employ them. In a small community like
Barbados if people know you are a discharged leper
there are certaimn jobs you cannot get. The Hon.
Minister said that he knew that some were employed.
Of course, I have seen some employed who go fishing,
and even that creates a prejudice; people go in a
corner, they do not wish to buy fish from people who
were lepers. It seems to me that instead of amend-
ing the Act the Minister of Social Services should
give them two shillings a day and Barbadians would
prefer to know you did this. It is an unfortunate

-affliction human beings cannot ward off, and for which

Medical men cannot find a remedy. Therefore, 1
would be satisfied to know if Medical Scientists have
found anything to allay the disease. Nobody, no mat-
ter what you do, is going to employ them. Show me
anyone of them you know as a domestic servant. I
have had a case at the Board of Guardians in St.
Michael of a girl who went to the Leprosarium,
when five years old, spent fifteen years there and
came out ten years ago, and when we questioned ber
we found out every job she applied for and somebody
passed and saw her and said she was in the Leprosa-
rium, out of the people’s work she went.
I am suggesting that you get the figures from
the Social Welfare Department; the figures of
the lepers discharged from the Institution and
give them 30c. a day. If you have to give them

‘$15 a month so that they can at least exist,

do so; but do not amend the Act so that people wili
employ lepers, if that is the advice from the Sociai
Welfare Department. The Minister is a doctor aud
if he had a job to do he would be satisfied from the
scientific point of view, but he would have to satisfv
his family like all of us. You cannot amend the
Laws and expect you are going. to rectify that; so
I suggest inasmuch as you cannot give the figures of
how many are aided, I ask for them in the near future,
because T have had a number of discharged lepers
applying to the Poor Tiaw Guardians for help and the

‘little which is given by Government has got to be

augmented. I think that would be more satisfactory
than amending the Act, T would suggest this is where
the Social Welfare Department should do a little work.
As a matter of fact, T am going to make a very strong
statement to the Minister of Social Services. I see
secretaries from the various Departments here to give
their Ministers information—this is a very important
Head ; don’t vou think that somebody should be here
with the Minister to give this information? Tt is not
that the Minister as Chairman is disinterested, but
vou do not have all the various information at your

nugernps, and this is a Department very importany
to this isiand and you are dealing with discharged
lepers. we would like 1o know to-mignt pbecause we
would like to suggest an increase.  So much for that.
1 teel the Minister will get tne necessary information
forthecoming very soon, but please, Mr. Acting Chair-
man, do not ¢come here and say you are amenaing this
Act. You can amend the Act and say lepers can be
employed in everything; but people are not going to
employ them. The Minister knows well enough there
would be nothing in taking them but the public would
react. A doctor in Trinidad said there was nothing
wrong in letting lepers out in Port-of-Spain. He felt
strongly on it and let all the lepers out in Port-of-
Spamn. What happened? Medical Science says there
is nothing wrong, but so long as human beings exist
they will react. The reason why much attention is
not paid to T.B. is because it is not mentioned in the
Holy Writ. It is not contagious nor hereditary like
'I'.B. and all that, but you will find that human beings
stand shy of lepers. I hope the Hon. Minister will
be able to give the necessary information in a very
short time.

Now, Sir, take Item 12, $2,000 Travelling Ex-
penses. We are not parsimonious with it, and I can-
not see the necessity for it, for the Social Welfare
Department of this colony. You have money for
travelling; let it be understood that this Travelling
Allowance is for travelling in the interest of the Social
Welfare Department and there is so much to be done.
The Hon. Minister of Social Services must realise that
there is a lot to be done and all is not well with this’
Department. I hope the time is not far, when we will
soon get in truth and in fact by nature of up-bringing
somebody interested in human beings, and under-
privileged human beings, because I believe that a
Social Welfare Officer must be a person not drawing
a salary but interested in human beings, and I hope
that the time is not very far when we will have & real
Social Welfare Officer who will be able to do some
work for the social amelioration of the people in this
country.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Acting Chairman, I am
speaking on Item 12. T would be glad if the Hon.
Minister in charge would remind us as to how many
persons benefit from this $2,000 which it is proposed
to be voted, whether the Social Welfare Officer alone
or how many more? Reference was just made to the
absence of anyone in this Chamber to brief the Min.
ister at a moment’s notice. I remember last year we
were favoured with the presence of Mr. Thompson
from that office, but since he has been removed to the
Probation Office, there does not seem to be anybody
capable or willing to come from that office and be
available to assist at any information although we
are asked to vote $2,000 for travelling. Wie may have
been told in the past but there is nothing to remind
us of the fact that there were many, and, Sir, 1°
notice under Ttem 11, Transportation—the Note
1eads—

““To cover incidental travelling expenses of vol-
untary Social Workers.”

I gather that in connection with the clothing
which was sent out here and which that Department
received that certain voluntary workers worked at
Combermere in connection with the sale of these
articles. T presume this is intended to cover their in-
cidental travelling expenses of these and other peo-
ple. I would like to know if this is so. Can the Honm.
Minister tell us whether there has been an inventory
of the items which were sent to us and which were
received, and if he has been able to satisfy himself
that all of them can be satisfactorily accounted for?
10.40 p.m.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: T have a regular
system with reeard to this travelling. Every we-~¥
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they have to tell me where they are going, what they
propose to do in the coming week, the various places
where they go; then they have to report that they have
been to those places, so many miles have been travelled
here and there, and the amount is totalled at the end
of the month. I think that that is a very good system
[Mr. LEWIS': In theory.] with which I have found no
fault. As far as the number of people are concerned,
there are four of them.

Mr. LEWIS: I am glad to hear that the Hon.
Minister has & system for checking on these things.
I notice that there has been a reduction of $100 in
respeet of this Ttem, and that is due to the fact that
there has been a check-up, and they have found that
they have been working on $100 too much. Perhaps
it is not that. [Laughter]. They have removed from
the Garrison, they have opened a building in Roebuck
Street, and they are confined to selling. There is a
question which is often asked: who takes care of the
caretaker’s daughter when the caretaker is out? I
should like to ask: who checks the speedometer?

The question that the sum of $10,857 be wvoled
under this Head was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without diviston.

Head XLII—Controls, Subsidies, Etc.

Head XLIT — Controls, Subsidies, etc. — was
called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: 1 beg to move that the
sum of $440,152 be voted under this Head.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to second
that. i

Mr. LEWIS: I am taking up the Hon. Premier
cn a legal point. He has lost his reputation as a
Lawyer, and I am losing mine now. In so far as the
Executive Committee is concerned, this is what the
Executive Committee Act says:—

““Towards the close of every year, it shall be the
duty of the Executive Committee to prepare estimates
in detail of the probable revenue and expenditure of
the Colony for the year next ensuing . ... "’

The Estimates show what is fixed by law, and
what is not fixed by law. If you turn to the front of
these Estimates, you will see Part I, Current stim-
ates, Estimated Revenue, and Estimated Expenditure,
The Estimates inelude what is to be voted, and what
is fixed by law. When it comes to what we will do
after we have passed these Heads, the side note of ihe
Act says this:— ‘‘Sums not fixed by law to be em-
bodied in an appropriation Act, and unexpended bal
ances to lapse.’’

Hon. G. H. ADAKMS: Under what Head is the
honourable member speaking?

Mr. LEWIS: Under Head XLII.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Under what Item is the
honourable member speaking?

Mr. LEWIS: 1 have to choose the ITtem from
both columns. It seems to me that next year’s Estim-
ates will come in only with the Head ‘‘To be voted.’
I am not saying that we treat the Estimates correctly,
because we can take the opportunity of speaking on
the Heads generally, and let the Hon. Minister repiy
as to what they are going to do.

I know that once you start with controls, you wili
hang on to them because you feel that it gives you «
little power over something. These things do not
wither away after you have started them. Can th
Hon. Premier or the Hon. Minister of Trade really
justify this large staff which is still having to do with
the controls in this Colony so many years after the
war has been ended? . The satisfaction of the public
can be obtained by competent persons who are check-
ing prices. Whenever T talk to Barbadians about

these controls, they tell me that the people in the-
United Kingdom want them; well, let tnem send out
somebody or put somebody out here to deal with this
matter. I want to say that the control which is going
on, is nothing to do with Barbados. he people o1
Trinidad have turned this control into a Government
Department, called it by a different name, and here
we are carrying on currency control and all these
things which are totally useless, to my way of think-
ing.

10.50 p.m.

We never know who is alloeating hard currency
or soft one. It can be controlled by the Banks and
you can get an inspector to go around and see that
the Banks distribute the quotas in the way they shouid
if you are still controlling it, and publish the list of
the people who get it every month. These controls
are really put there for a purpose. They are kept
oir for that purpose but the only purpose they serve
is to keep people in big business in bigger business
and the small people from getting along. Of course,
Government probably gets more revenue that way,
but probably it would give more satisfaction to have
more people in business. I really feel the time has
come when we should cut down the staff of the Coun-
troller of Supplies.

I am glad to hear that the people in that Depart-
ment have been able to assist in other respects after
the hurricane and that they have been doing some-
thing like that. I have always said that you have
good, people there but their talent is wasted. This.
Government can carry on an insurance scheme with
the people at that Department running it. With a
little training, the people there who have a knowledge
of statistics should be able to run an insurance bus-
iness. (overnment every now and then is creating
another bit of insurance. It has insurance for Work-
men’s Compensation, Third Party Insurance, Fishing
Boats Insurance and other bits of insurance. Let Gov-
ernment do it for itself. Is the Government afraid of
business of that sort that it allows somebody else to
take the risk? Government takes out insurance for
people in its own group, in its own corporation like
the Natural Gas Corporation, for the sake of giving
them a pension. It is silly. Why should this Gov-
ernment ask somebody else to put up a scheme of
insurance to it when Government can put it up itself?
Do not tell me that the revenue in the Treasury can-
not back that and give these people a pension at the
end of their time of service. It is good working
cxperience for you to run your own insurance,

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Acting Chairman, this is
a very useful Department. It is useful by keeping
a staff so that Government can call on it to do other
Jobs. During the last emergeney, this Department
has supplied officers for work in the rehabilitation and
rehousing of the people. It has served its purpose.

Let us face facts. The idea of this Department
being created is the result of a wartime measure.
What is done by this Department can be done, ag the
last honourable member who spoke has suggested, in
a much more simplified form. The Controller of
Supplies is an anachronism. Competition in Bridge-
town among merchants has put an end to your need
for such a Department. There are isolated cases
when prices of certain articles rise, just as the other
day when there was a shortage of potatoes and onions
caused by the strike and the few people in Busby’s
Alley pushed the prices up to something like 10c. per
pound for Enelish potatoes. The merchants were ac-
cused of exploitation according to what was written
in the Tabour paver, the Beacon. [A VOICE: What
about the time when flour was decontrolled?] Since
flour has been decontrolled, the price has gone down.
[A VOICE: Tt went up.] Who pushed it up? The




S A

£

MARCH 8, 1956

2229

merchants in Barbados did not push it up. We do not
control the price of flour in Barbados; the people in
Canada do. Government decontrolled flour just as
the price was going up in Canada and it did go up in
Barbados. That does not mean that competition in
Bridgetown and Roebuck Street does not control the
prices of articles. Commerce is competitive in Bar-
bados. It applies to provisiong as well as dry goods.
I will go as far as to say that if to-morrow there are
more lawyers in Barbados they will cut the prices
which are charged for litigation. As a matter of fact,
I heard in the Lobby of this House of the cut-throat
prices which lawyers are at present charging.

Subsidies arc the one thing which this Depart-
ment now administers. When it comes to fish and
pork, those items are controlled by two people and the
subsidies can be easily done by the Customs Depart-
ment, whenever Government would like to save money
on this Department. In the event of a drought, or
when you are pressed for money, this is a little reserve
to which you can look for monecy and find it. This
Department is also a reserve of manpower to which
Government can utilise at eny time it wants such peo-
ple. When members of that Department were utilised
during the emergency it was not the only time that
they were taken from there and given other jobs to do.
I may say that the majority of them there are so versa-
tile that they can easily be adapted to other jobs.

Sir, T think it is time that the Hon. Minister of
Commerce should get very serious and get down to
this thing for the sake of getting back to normal.
Conditions outside are normal whether you believe it
or not. There is one thing which you have to control
and that is Currency, and it is done because of the
British Government.

I am taking this opportunity to ask the Hon. Min-
ister of Commerce whether he will be able to get more
hard currency for trade in general in order that we
may be able to get the cost of living down. T am sure
if merchants are given about one thousand dollars
more, the competition which will be created with the
sterling area would be of benefit to everybody. That
is what will get the cost of living down. I see that
other smaller West Indian Colonies have got it.

11.00 p.m.

I am not making this application for getting
motor-cars, the money can be better spent; but for
consumer goods and lkings of that sort where yon
can create competition, not in Barbados but outside.
Tiet the sellers to Barbados compete with each other.
‘The Hon, Minister can see to the earning of hard
currency for Barbados. We are earning some now
in molasses. That could be put to the British Govern-
ment because I claim T am as loyal as anybody cise
in here and I wish to see the sterling strengthened.
It would be in our interest: but we do not want all
the others to spend a wmillion dollars and not leave
some for us and T only want them for the purpose
of making a deduction for the countries that sell
to us.

Mr. VAUGHAN: What T want to emphasise,
js the lack of discretion in exercising control legis-
lation. A friend was good enough to write me
some months ago and ask me to send my measure-
ments and he would send me a gift of a suit. I did so.
A brand new suit wa; bought and sent to me, but
was returned to the sender within four weeks. 1
only knew that after I heard from him again. 1
had no mnotice from the Post Office and even if T
could pull strings I did not know in fact that some-
thing had come for me. At least, theyv could have
said soriething was there and that I should come
to the Post Office and explain, That is not exercising
discretion I can say nothing else but that it is per-

i

sonal spite, because after all I am a public figure
and they should have sent to tell me something,

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Is the hon. member
speaking now, under control or under subsidisation
of clothing?

Mr. VAUGHAN:
paying a subsidy on it.

Hon, R. G. MAPP: Mr. Acting Chairman, the
hon. members who complained about staff at the
Control Department, will notice that this year it
is a decrease of $5,813. The number of Clerks has
teen reduced from 15 to 12, the number of Inspec-
tors from six to five and they will have seen that
we have made a reduction of staff. As far as the
last point raised by the hon. junior member for
Christ Chureh is concerned about the relaxation of
control and creation of competition we have removed
control from a number of items. In theory and
practice it does not work out. We are sticking to
aur policy as announced in the Five Year Plan
where you can allow relaxation of control if re-
laxation will not keep them out.

The question that the sum of $440,152 be voted
under Head XLII—Controls, Subsidies, Eto. was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division

I would not have minded

Head XLHI—Contribution from Revenue

Head XLIIT — Contribution from Revenue —
was called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the
sum of $250,000 be voted under this Head.

Hon. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Acting Chairman, this is one
of the jokes we got put on us at one time when
somebody wanted to be smart, $250,000 as a con-
iribution from the Revenue! You expect to collect
$250,000 from Capital Expenditure and $% million
trom Revenue Balance. Can that make any sense?

The question that the sum of $250,000 be voted
under Head XLIIT — Contribution from Revenue,

was put and resolved im the affirmative without
division.

Annexed Estimates: Post Office

Annexed Estimaes: Post Office, was called.

"Hon. G, H. ADAMS: In moving the Annexed
Estimates 1 wish to include Item 40 increased by
%910 to purchase an adding machine and a ealeu-
Jating machine for the Post Office.

I beg to move that the sum of $301,773 be voted
under this Head.

Hon. H. G, H. CUMMINS: T beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: I weuld like to ask what is the
reason for the increase expected in the Revenue
from the Post Office of $59,300.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Acting Chairman, in
view of that, T notice that Ttem 35 is for the pro-
vision of a direct line at certain Post Offices, in-
cluding one in St. Luey. Of course, that telephone
will naturally be very needy and useful, but I was
sorry I was not here when Item 46, under Head
XXV, Public Works was being discussed re re-
roofing of Post Office. This telephone is proposed
to be installed at the St. Lucy’s Post Office which
15 about to be re-roofed in the present location. May
I remind the Cabinet that some years ago Govern-
ment had promised to give favourable consideration
to the removal of that Post Office to a central site,
[ gather they have cverlooked that view of the
removal from the present site and they propose to
install the telephone 1in the present inconvenient
and unsuitably located site. It is rather a pity that
it has been overlooked and T am going to have re-
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course in any matter of importance to bring it up
every year instead of leaving it as I did in the cas:
of the St. Luey’s Post Office.

Mr, LEWIS: Mz Acting Chairman, I would
like to ask if when we pay the subsidy to B.W.LA,
that will in any way reduce the amount under Item
20.

Hon. &, H. ADAMS: That is one of the con-
ditions. There is a point in what the hon. junior
member for tke City has said. No foreign line can
carry any passengers between us and Trinidad.
Some British Company would have to be subsidised
To answer the hon. member, even with what Reve-
nue they are getting from other islands for carrying
mail, they need to be subsidised and with all this
talk about Pan American Airlines, they are the
most heavily subsidised airlines in the world; so
there is no point in that. So even with all this
Revenue they do not make money; they still need
money.

11.10 p.m.

Mr. LEW1S: What I am after is this. I remem-
ber that in 1943, we did not favour a proposal put
1o us by B.W.I.A. and I understand that that Ire-
sulted in something like £10,000 a year being paid
for the carrying of mails. I am just wondering i1
the other Islands ar: still benefiting from this
arrangement since 1943; if that is so, and we have
come along with them. we should certainly benefit
from it too. However, I do not understand the matter
sufficiently to be able to discuss it, but I raise the
question so that it can be considered. I should like
to know whether these Islands are still benefiting
from that arrangement; that is one of the questions
which I would like to be answered when we come
to diseuss the Agreement with these people. 1}
snderstand that the sum which we had to pay be-
cause we did not enter the Agreement at the time
was colossal; I want the Hon. Minister of Com-
munications to discuss that aspect of the matter
because it might help us in the future. T understand
that we are waiting on some other Islands. I realise
that this Company has to carry mails from here
to be put on other planes to be taken elsewhere; but
B.W.ILA. are the main carriers from Barbados.

Mr. GODDARD: I think that the hon. member
is on the right track. Are we paying a greater rate
for earrying our mail than what Trinidad is pay-
ing? There was a timne when a letter from here
to Trinidad eost 8c, for postage by air, and one from
Trinidad to Barbados cost 6c.; that was hecause we
were paying a higher rate than what Trinidad was
paying. Are we being charged the same rate by
B.W.I.LA. as they are charging Trinidad? Dc they
telong to some Agreement with which we do mnot
belong, and that is resulting in a greater charge being
put on us? Of course, that is a matter which will
be dealt with when the Agreement comes up for con-
sideration.

If the Hon. Minister has nov got the answer
ronight, the matter need not be gone into tonight
but it has to be gone into. If B.W.I.A. is losing
money, the Company would lose much more, if it
had not been for the tlights to Barbados. The same
thing applies to any other Airline which is coming
here; I can speak with authority about T.C.A.
Those planes leave Montreal and Toronto on two
flights a week, and 8% of the passengers go to
Trinidad. That also applies to the Viscounts. Do
not let them think that we are not contributing any-
thing to them. We are contribuiing something in
that we have good hotels in Barbados, and this Island
is a most desirable place to which one can come.
Barbados out of the picture, and B.W.ILA, will fola
up; if they are losing nioney, they will lose tons of

money more if Barbados were to drop out of the
schedule.

Mr. LEWIS: I will let the hon. member into a
secret, When this difference was made in the cost of
sending a letter from Barbados to Trinidad and vice
versa I see that there was some International Regu-
lation whereby a letter between two points could not
be charged for at any greater rate. I have made some
enquiries and 1 was told that the reason for ths
difference is that Trinidad was further away from
Barbados than Barbados was from Trinidad!
[ Laughter].

Hon. M. E. COX - The only concession: to which
we agreed was a percentage reduction in fares for
the Governor and for the Goverpment Officials
However, I will check up on the matter and see if
the hon. member’s information is accurate; but I
was under the impression that we are paying the
same rate which Trinidad is paying, It is a fact
that Trinidad used to pay 6e. to send a letter here by
air, and we used to pay 8c. to send a letter there
However, as 1 say, I will look into the matter.

On the question of the revenue in connéction with
this Head, detailed information is given on page 125
of the Estimates. More letters are sent by airmail,
and although not as many stamps are being sold
through the Crown Agents we still anticipate an in-
crease of $50,000 net.

Mr. LEWIS: We do not expect to have any cele-
brations next year; so therefore let us start off this
year with the proposed Federation Stamp, and put
our Ministerial Buildings on the stamp. There must
be something which we can celebrate in Barbados
every year. After all, if people are willing to buy
these stamps, well, change the present ones and sell
these stamps to them.

11.20 p.m.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Acting Chairman, T was
under the impression, rightly or wrongly, that used
clothes coming from the United States of America
for poor people was admitted free of duty. T would
like to know from the Hon. Minister of Commerce if
T am right. Was there not such a law passed recently?
IA VOICE: Tt was repealed,]

Hon. M. BE. COX: If clothing come in to an
approved organisation for distribution it is admitted
duty free. Some time ago, it was coming in duty
free but the Act was amended between 1950 and 1957
and that privilege ceased. T think it was an interna-
tional agreement.

The question that the sum of $301,773 be voted
to Annexed Estimates—Post Office—was put and
resolved in the af firmative withoul division.

PART 1I — CAPITAL EXPENDITURE

A — Loan Funds Postponed

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Acting Chairman, T
am asking leave to postpone A — Lwoan Funds and to
¢o to B — Awvailable Funds. I do not remember if
that Ttem is to be quoted in a separate Resolution
or if it is proeceeded with in the normal way. Appar-
ently, T moved it in the normal way last year. In
any event we can go on to B — Available Funds.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
hon. member.

B — Available Funds

Hon. ¢. H. ADAMS: Mr. Acting Chairman,
under T.—Housing, we have the necessary provision
for terraced housing but we have to insert provision
for prefabricated housing. This will be Item 2. Hurri-
cane; Prefabricated housing, $37,500, which is half
of the sum that is estimated it will need for prefabri.
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cated houses. As honourable members know, the other +
half will come from Labour Welfare Funds. This
will make the total under the Head $168,500. I beg
to move that the sum of $168,500 stand part.

Hon. M. E. COX: In seconding that motion, !
would like to say that the Director of the Public
Works Department has found that his calculation of
prefabricated houses has worked out to a little more
than the first figure given. For the first 500 houses
that were built it has been found that another $50,000
was needed and as a result we have had to increase
that vote by $50,000. We agreed to build by a sup
plementary Resolution another 250 prefabricated
houses which would cost $75,000; but as half of that
amount will be taken from the Labour Welfare Fund,
and half from the Treasury, that is the reason why
we are now asking for $37,500 for that Item. It is
hoped that that will finish the complete construction
of those houses.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Acting Chairman, in
connection with these prefabricated houses, I am
wondering whether the Hon. Minister in charge can
give this Committee any information about the
officials who had been employed and who have given
such invaluable overtime services. I amn wondering
whether they have been considered and adequately
remunerated for such services. Of course, we know
that Mr. Lashley, the Manager-Secretary of the Hous-
ing Board, has been awarded the M.B.E., but I am
referring now to the seconded Clerks and the Key
Foremen. 1 am wondering if any information is
fortheoming as to whether these people have received
any recognition. The recognition which means more
in this materialistic age is the financial one and 1
think everyone will agree with that. I trust that these
people have not been overlooked and that the Hon
Minister who is responsible will see to it that thew
receive consideration and that we will be invited to
do the necessary by way of a Resolution in this House
to ensure that justice is done to them.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Acting Chairman, the
Housing Authority, which is a reecent creation of this
House is the authority which is to earry through the
larger programme of this Housing. Now, there are
certain Public Servants who because of their attitude.
temperament and outlook should be confined to a
desk and should never come inte contact with mem-
bers of the public. I have been made aware through
the recent rehabilitation of the people as a result of
the hurricane that certain applicants whose houses
had been smashed and who have not yet been con-
sidered or have any hope of being considered, seem
to be regarded by some of the employees of the Hous-
ing Board as nuisances. They applied to the Housing
Board and stated the condition of their calamity and
certain Public Servants employed by that Board have
looked upon them as nuisances. Those people have
heen actually insulted. I think the policy of the new
authority in the selection of its employers and one
which its members should keep uppermost in their
minds, is that certain Public Servants whc think
that the humble citizen applying for loans for hous-
ing is becoming a nuisance. It is a faet that you
have now a few who are actually doing the policy of
the Government harm. The attitude of some of thess
Public Servants will cause this Government to lose
the vote of many people. It is not the fault of the
Government.

11.30 p.m.

Inasmuch as the Minister says he is nothing to
do with employment, yet I am hard to believe that if
a Minister tried his best to see that certain peopie
were employed, they would not be employed. The re-

sponsibility rests with them to give satisfaction to the
public. b

Mr. LEWIS: I am rising on a point of Order.
I was under the impression that we were doing page
130.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: We are dealing with page
131 (b) Housing, and I should have asked to take
that separately.

I beg to move that the sum of $168,500 be voted
under Part IT Capital Expenditure (B) Housing.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. GODDAKD: Mr. Acting Chairman, I un-
derstand that the iustimates that were made ior the
pre-fans were inadequately compiled and as a result
arter we had voted money on two oceasions, we toen
realised that we did not have ag many houses as had
peen anticipated and for that reason they had to come
wack 1o-day. Whether they left out these concrete
blocks which are tor the groundsill, or whether tne
houses cost more I do not know; but I am asking the
Manister now : is this sum of money just a correction
of the Hstimate or is he going to increase these pre-
fabs over and above what they have already come to
the Hoqse for? Because I felt on the second occasion
atter discussing it with the Authorities who were
allocaung these pre-fab houses that we could have
done with another 500 houses and that we should not
underestimate them because none of the houses that
were condemned should have been repaired. We do
not have to have another hurricane; a forty-mile wind
would throw down some of the houses put back up.
Well, the housing leaves a lot to be desired; and I
would ask if he is considering an increase on these
pre-fab houses, and I would also like him to take this
opportunity of telling the Committee whether it is his
mtention after the Estimates are all settled, to come
back to the House for more money to continue repairs
to the hurricane-damaged houses. I am sure he would
see to-.night that he would need more money: but I
told him when we made the last vote that he had no
right putting it in that this would be the final request
for money. He did not have proper statisties and
the figures he had were wrong: because when they
started to report the houses, the ones that slipped off
the gyoundsills—and they were expending $150 in
waterial on these houses not including the labour and
the lorry—now they have come to the most damaged
houses—the rotten houses—they are expending in
many cases not more than $125 including material
labour and the expenses of the lorry. These houses
should be expending over $200 in material on them
because they were the most damaged houses and the
people are dissatisfied because they are holding out
that they have been waiting in shelters, lodging with
neighbours, their houses have rotted on the ground
and now they were getting a raw deal by having less
expended on their houses than those repaired first.
I am asking you to give a proper figure and get the
necessary money to repair those that have been half
done. T am going to ask you to let the Housing Board
set up a proper Investigating Committee. What the
honourable junior member for St. John said is per-
fectly true. These people go to the Housing Board
and are turned around. They are frustrated and
getting really disappointed because they feel the
money is running out and they are going to be left
out and I am asking youn to put these two things right.
You have to set up a proper organisation where these
complaints can be investigated. Let people go out
with motor cars and find out, because some are genu-
ine and some are not.

Hon. M. B. COX: Mr. Chairman, I do not want
to delay the Committee unduly on the point raised by
the honourable junior member for St. John about
persons employed by the Housing Authority who
might not be favourably disposed to the Government.
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He also mentioned that it would cause the Govern-
ment to lose votes and that sort of thing. I know of
no new people appointed to the Housing Authority.
As a matter of fact, there are only a few people
as far as I remember seconded from the Control
Board. I do not know if he is referring to any par-
ticular person from that Department, but if he is I
do not know of any appointment, but surely we cannot
have people who are not prepared to pull their weight
and go along with the policy of the Government; and
while -it is true that I do not interfere with any ap-
pointments or anything like that, yet at the same time
if T knew of anybody who was operating adversely to
the policy of the Government, I would draw it to the
attention of the authorities and try and see that that
person is removed. HKvery man is entitled to his pol-
itical belief, but when it comes to a Government serv-
ant, he must serve the Government in power faithfully
whether he likes it or not, with the hope that one of
these days he would get rid of that Government, be-
cause it is not what he likes or dislikes, but what the
people of the island say. So I assure the honourable
member that now that he has raised that point, I will
make a little enquiry. As I said, no new person as
far as I know has been appointed ; maybe there were
one or two people seconded from other Departments,
especially the Control Department to the Housing
Board in this emergency.

11.40 p.m.

A point was raised by the honourable junior
member for Christ Church as regards the additionai
amount required for the completion of these houses.
He wanted to find out whether this amount is for the

purpose of completing these houses, or whether we "

were adding to the nurber on which we have alreadv
decided. Originally, the number was 500, and we
came back with a Resolution for £50. That is not to
be added to the number, but the Director of Public
Works has pointed out that he has to transport these
houses to the various sites after they have been built,
and the calculation is slightly out of line. I do not
think we have done badly in this matter in the cir-
cnmstances.

On the question of the repair of houses, the cost
has been reduced, not because the same attention has
10t been given to these houses, but because there has
been a substantial reduction in overhead expenses.
T must say quite frankly that when the hurricane
came down, and we decided to go around repairing
these houses, we used quite a number of untrainad
people. I was surprised to know that certain people
who knew absolutely nothing about the matter, were
appointed as Supervisors and some of them only want-
ed to run around and draw a salary, sc that we found
that the cost of these houses was high.

It is also true to say that some honourable mem-
pers felt that it was a good thing to get around and
let their constituents see if we would decide that we
would give help by way of material and even labour;
and some honourable members thought it Detter to
state the amount of stuff which should be delivered
to the individual. I do not think that that was right,
because a member would hardly know how much
material it would take to repair ‘‘John Jones’”’
house ; that member might sit down and say ‘‘deliver
so much and so much material.”” We have been able
to get rid of quite & number of these Supervisors, and

we have been using Foremen Carpenters people who

know what they have to do.

I would like to let the honourable member know
that we have on the list over 15,000 houses claimed to
have been damaged by the storm; we could not lose
more than one-third of our houses in the storm, but
some people seized the opportunity of getting their
houses repaired, and the whole thing resulted in a

repairs programme, rather than a hurricane rehabil-
itation programme. If I had done what the honour-
able member had suggested and had a Committee set
up to make investigations, we mighit have got some-
thing like 3,000 houses on the list. Up to now, a fairly
good check has been done and there are only about
300 houses to be repaired now.

Mr. VAUGHAN : T have heard it said that Jamai-
ca has been very long in dealing with their hurricane
destruction, but the two places are not on all-fou:s.
The terrain there is nothing as simple as it is in Bar-
bados, and there is no encouragement to tell a man
who has had his house damaged in Barbados, that in
Jamaica the houses have not been attended to since
the hurricane in 1951.

11.50 p.m.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, T would like to say
that I have had complaints about the repair of these
houses just as I suppose other honourable members
have had. Some people have come to me and told me
that their houses were not repaired properly. I know
that some of these complaints have been investigated
and found not justifiable but I think there are others

which are justifiable. I would invite the Hon Min-

ister to send somebody else to see whether the first
Inspector really made out a proper case. You will
get some results from so doing.

The question that the sum of $168,500 be voied
under Head I—Housing was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

Head II — Medical Services

Head I1—Medical Services, was called,

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the
sum of $715,000 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that,.

Mr. GODDARD: I would like to enquire where
the Cottage Hospital will be put. Are you convert-
ing one of the almshouses into a Cottage Hospital? I
ask that question because I know you have to wait
until the coming into effect of the Maude Bill to start
building it and that is not likely to happen until next
year.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I may say that
the v-hole thing is still unsettled. If we have to em-
bark on the building’ of a new Hospital we will have
to shalve the question of Cottage Hospitals because
we will have to deal with the new Hospital first. It
is proposed to put one of these Cottage Hospitals i
the nyrthern part of the island and one in the southern
part, but as I have said, it is bound up with the
queston of a new Hospital.

Ir. LEWIS: T take it that the question of a new
Hospital will be something which the Legislature will
have to go into.

Jon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Oh yes.

The question that the sum of $715,000 be voted
unde:* this Head was put and resolved i the affirma-
tive without division.

Head III — Education

Head I11—Education, was called.

Jion. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the
sum Hf $1,095,200 be voted under this Head. As re-

" gards; where the open air school will be, I will like to

say that we thought of St. Christopher and then of
puttiag it in St. John; and a day or two ago another
idea has been put up about the possibility of having
to brild a Westbury Girls’ School because of destruc-
tion raused by the hurricane. However, I will prom-
ise the honourable members to give them the informa-
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tion as soon as it is ready. I will say that this open-
air school is intended to be by way of an experiment.
To my mind, we all think that it should be put in the
country. I think I will approve of the latest sug-
gestion T have heard. However, before it is actually
under consideration, I will invite the House to ap-
prove of where it is going to be put.

Hon, M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. VAUGHAN : T wonder if the Hon. Premier
has seen the St. John’s Boys’ School. Has he ever
looked at it recently to see that it is a structure which
is disgraceful to the educational standard of this
island ¢

The question that the sum of $1,095,200 be votcd
was put and resolved in the affirmative,

Head IV — Agriculture

Head IV—Agriculture was called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, uunder
this Head, Agriculture, an addition is to be made in
respect of fish pots. The number that was lost seems
to be more than asked for at first and it is proposed
to ask for another $15,000 for this purpose. That
will come under Item 9, Hurricane; Rehabiliation
of fishing fleet. The total under the Head will now
go to $1,166,500. 1 beg to move that the sum of
$1,166,500 be now voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. GODDARD: I am glad to see that some-
thing is put in for the victims of the hurricane. I
refer to those people who lost their windmills and
it appears as if there was quite a lot of them. It is
a fact that almost every windmill was damaged.

T cannot see you using the sum of $200,000 for
201l conservatior nor can I see you spending all the
money on the Fish Depot. As regards the loans to
fishermen for fishing boats, I think your action is
very commendable. I know that is only a part.
However, if it is placed in a Revolving Fund a:-
zording to you, it will mean that the sum of $150,000
woulq, be available to be loaned out. I know that the
applications for loans are large and I visualise that
sum will be expended by October.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Acting Chairman, I am go-
ing to ask the Hon. Premier to sit down quietly one
of these days and think of the ecriticism which 1
make on these Heads. Now, a loan cannot be termed
as expenditure. But if you are putting money into
a Revolving Flund it has no right to be put under the
Appropriation Act. If this loan to fishermen is go-
ing to be put into a Revolving Fund it has no right
to be put in the Appropriation Act. Let us have a
Resolution for a sum for that to be advanced from the
Public Treasury. You cannot vote an amount under
an expenditure head and then use it as a sum to be
put in a Revolving Fund which you will get back.
It cannot be termed as expenditure,

Hon. G. . ADAMS: How else should it be
done? Isn’t it appropriate that everyvthing that is ex-
pended under a particular Head should be shown
under a particular Head? If by chance that the
loan is not paid back into the Treasury, what does it
matter if the explanation is given in the Note? When
von loan money to people, that is expenditure until
it is paid back to you. It comes back to you. But
if vou said it is a 10an to fishermen but when it is re-
paid you will loan it to other fishermen, you still ex-
pend it on other people. You know for certainty
that the money you have there will always be there
to expend on other people. Of course, I see the hon.
member’s point of view that it is not complete expen-

diture if it is changed from money to huildines
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it is still there to see. This makes no difference as
far as setting out the Estimates are concerned.
12.02 a.m.

Mr. LEWIS: I know the hon. member’s views..
He believes if you are taking money ont it is not
necessary whether you take it out of one pocket and
put it into another.

What I would say, Sir, is that this is money
that is being advanced from the Treasury. It is what.
you eall advance from the Treasury. That is not how
the Appropriation Act reads as regards money you
are going to advance from the Treasury, and repay
as in a Resolution with the word ‘‘advance’ in it
When you make your assets and liabilities you pui
down this amount that you have for the Fishermen
Revolving Fund, This is a fund that you regard no%
as an expenditure but as an asset. However, Sir, 1
am merely asking him to discuss it with the Finan-
cial Secretary and ses if you should have it in the
Tstimates. It is the same as your Revolving Fund
for the factories. That cannot be regarded as an
advance from the Treasury but it is an asset to the
Island and some account should be kept. The repay-
ments do not go back irto the Treasury. We have a
system by which the interest is paid back to the
Treasury but not the repayment; and therefore, you
will only come for more money if you exhausted
this. For instance, the Emigration Scheme is another
cne. I am appealing that there may be a third phase
to our dealing with the Hstimates, so let us put
things straight; but you come and tell me you ex-
pended so much and the people did nct pay back
and you are forced to spend from your own Revenue,

The question that the sum of $1,166,500 be voted
under Part II—Capita; Ezpenditure—IV Agricul-
ture waos put and resolved n the affirmative with-
out division.

Head V-—~Communications

Head V — Communications—uwas called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the
sum of $491,490 be voted under this Head,

Hon. M, E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Acting Chairman, I am
speaking on Item 4, Ficod Prevention works, $20,000.
That is for the construction of two dams in the Con-
stitution Valley. Weil, as a matter of interest I
would like to show where I think that money coulil
be spent to a better advantage would be in St.
Matthias, Bourne’s Land. When the rain falls, they
become flooded and they are really a lot of pocr
reople’s houses that are affected. There are dozeus
and dozens of houses and the water comes through
Pavilion Court. It is really a tragic sceme—nos
created by a big flood, but any two or three inches
of rain opens new tracks. I admit it runs through
private tenantry but that is a mafter of investigu-
tion: and I hope that you will take a note of that
and ask your Engineer of Works, on the very next
cecasion that rain falls, to go out there and see
the conditions for himself. If he likes to phone me
up, I do not have a rain coat but I will go; and that
is where the money can be expended. It might not
need an awful lot, but the water needs channelling
through the flood area 1o save hardship to those peo-
ple in the big tenantry in that area. I am asking
vou to put that on your notes and investigate the
possibility of rectifying it as soon as possible.

Hon, G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Acting Chairman, i
believe the people living in that distriet should have
brought the matter to the notice of the Minister, and
T nave no doubt now that the hon. member has
brought up the matter to the Minister. He will have
an investigation ag soon as possible.
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Mr. LEWIS: Mr Acting Chairmar, on Item
8, provision for the Re-construetion of Quarters ot
Customs Officer at Seawell Airport, 1 am going
to appeal to the Mivister for Social Services. 1
am of the opinion that accommodation is needed not
only for the Custems Officer up there, but also for
the Medical man. I look back here under Medical
and do not see it. I am saying that both the Sanitary
Tnspector and the Customs Officer are finding 1t
very hard at present since the hurricane.

Hon. Dr. H. G. ., CUMMINS: The Sanitar;
authority had quarters for years.

Mr. LEWIS: I am not saying you should give
him a new one, but you should inspect it and have
it put in order,

Hon. M. E. COX - As far as I remember the
Director proposes to sink those dams southwest of
Comrie. And I ...

Mr. LEWIS: Can anybody tell me anything
about this bar in the careenage? I understand a con-
tract was awarded aud it has been left in the air,
and, I would like to know if you had to abandon
the scheme of widening, because news has reached
me that the Government and the contractor do not
seem to be able to get to any finality, and mnobody
knows whether Government would continue this
scheme. If it has been abandoned, let us krow; but
do not go on putting it in here and you cannot maken
any headway with it.

ilon. M. E. COX: I would like to inform the

hon. member it ig not the policy of Government to
abandon the deepening of this Careenage Bar. We
have had no end of trouble with the gentlemar
to whom the contract was awarded. Since he was
awarded the contract he has put up all sorts of
schemes, suggestions obstacles and so on. He has
of course, the hon. senior member for St. George as
 adviser and with the Attorney General and the
Queen’s Solicitor we have had endless negotiations
and discussions with him. We are verging on final-
ity now and the only thing holding us up is the ques-
tion of insuring the Pier Head walls. You know
the Pier Head was damaged during the hurricane and
we are now awaiting the decision of the insurers.
When we get that decision I think we will get ahead
with it, but we have had no little trouble with the
contractor.
' Mr. LEWIS: Did T understand the hon. senior
member for St. George is giving engineering advice
or legal advice? I am glad to know something is being
done. .
Hon. M. B. COX: Legal advice, as far as I
know.

The question that the sum of $441,490 be voted
under Part II—Capital Expenditure—Head V—
Communications was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.
i2.10 am.

Head VI—Miscellaneous

Head VI-—Miscellaneous-—was callec,

Hon. ¢. H. ADAMS: T am asking leave, Mr.
Acting Chairman, to make an amendment under this
Head. :

There being no objection, leave was granied the
Hon. Premfer..

Hon. & H. ADAMS: The amendment is the
addition of a new Item as follows:

Ttem 9 (New)—Hurricane Reconstruction: Re-
pairs to Sea wall—$11,000. i

Provision of $11,000 to meet the cost of repairs
to the sea wall aback of Government land at Prince
Street.

I beg to move that the sum of $232,912 be voted
wader this Head.

- Hon. M. E. COX: In seconding that motion, 1
vmink the Committee should know that when these
premises were rented to Messrs. Wilkinson & Haynes.
it was in the Agreement that the Company should
ieep the walls in good repair and pay the sum of
£175 per year. But it has been decided that the
Government should undertake the repairg for obvious
reasons and charge the Company an economic rent.
We have decided to do that, and that is why we have
vome here for this amount of $11,000 for the purpose
of carrying out the repairs to these walls.

Mr. GODDARD: I see in respect of Item 1,
“*Mechanization of Accounts,’’ the note says that
this amount of $22,000 is for the purchase of two
accounting machines. For which Department are
these machines required?

Hon. (. H. ADAMS: They are for the Treas-
ury. 'The Accountant General has recommended the
acquisition of these machines. Tt was also recom-
mended by Mr. Foster, and the cost should be in-
clnded in the Capital Estimates.

The question that the sum. of $232,912 he voted
under this Head was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

RE-COMMITTAL OF HEAD XIII

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Acting Chairman,
I am asking leave to re-commit Head XIIT of the
Current Estimates.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon. Premier.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: It has been drawn to our
attention, and I have drawn it to the attention of the
Hon. Minister of Soecial Services who has complained
or the lack of towels in our lobby, that apparently
the sum voted in respect of ‘‘Incidentals’’ under this
siead has proved to be insufficient. I have had an
vpportunity of going through the Heads of Expendi-
iure in relation to the House of Assembly, and I have
come to the conciusion—I may say it is regrettable—
that it has been overlooked that insufficient money
was been voted. I am told that the Bill for the light-
mg of this Chamber has not been paid for since the
month of June, and it may be necessary to come down
ro this House with a Supplementary Resolution to
pay outstanding accounts. We have had to wmake
provision for extra things for which we have not had
o make provision before. T am therefore asking
teave to change the amount of this Item from $450 to
$545, which would be an additional amount of $95 to
the total. [A VOICE: What about these hard
gushions ?]

As regards the hardness of the cushiung, T hard-
w7 realise that I was sitting on a cushion, it is so
comfortable! [Laughter]. The total amount under
Head XIIT will now be $34,208.

There being no o*jection, leave was aranted the
Hon. Premier.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the
sum of $34,208 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question that the sum of $34,208 be voted
under this Head was put and resolved im the affirmua-
tive without division. :

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: T now beg to move, Mr.
Acting Chairman, that you do now report the pass-
ing of several Resolutions in Committee of Supply
totalling the sum of $15,659,761 being the Estimates
for the year 1956—57

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and carried mem. con.
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Mr. LEWIS: I am of the opinicn that this is an

.act of supererogation because we have to go all over

the Estimates again; but I feel that the Head, Loan
Funds, should be passed in the normal way, even
although you bring it under a Resolution.

12.20 am.

RESOLUTION APPROVING ISSUE OF
ADVANCES FOR CERTAIN EXPENDI-
TURE IN 1956-57 ESTIMATES

Hon, ¢. H. ADAMS: Mr. Aecting Chairman,
this Resolution is for the sum of $2,896,600 to be
advanced from the Public Treasury (to be sub-
sequently refunded from Loan Funds.) It gives for-
mal approval for the issue of advances to meet cer-
tain expenditure for which provision is made in
ibese Estimates under Capital Expenditure. The
Wxpenditure will in due course be covered by the
authority of a Loan Act and the advances will be
repaid when the loan or loans are rdised.

The items covered by this Resolution are:—
(See page 130 of the Estimates).

Deep Water Harbour $ 1,300,000
Development Board 250,000
Housing

Housing — Civil Servants 100,000
Housing Authority 350,000
Water Supplies

Re-organisation .. .. 50,000
Additional Mains and Standposts .. 225,000
Replacement of Mains . 100,060
Distriet ‘‘F’’ Police Station 12,100
Education.

Loans for Higher Education 16,560
Agriculture

Motor Tractors — Peasants 12,090
Airport

Eixtension of Runway 276,000
Airport Buildings 205,000

I beg to move that this Resolution for the sum
of $2,896,600 be advarced from the Public Treasury
(to be subsequently refunded from Loan Funds) do
oW pass.

Hon. M, E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr, LEWIS: Mr Acting Chairman, I do not
want to hold up proceedings of this Committee but
if you give notice of the Resolution you have to
move the House into Committee on it. The House is
not in Committee on this Resolution. I would like

10 have everything straight. Amother point is that

when you gave notice of this Resolution, you did not
zive notice of your intention to move the House into
Committee of Supply at its next meeting on it, there-
fore you should move the suspension of Rules 88 &
&9 to congider it now.

The question thai the Resolution do mow pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

—

ESTIMATES AND RESOLUTION PASSED
IN COMMITTEE

On motion of Hon. G. H, ADAMS, seconded dy
Hon. M. E. COX, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the
nassing of two Resolutions on the Estimates for
1956-57 in Commitiee.

Mr. SPEAKER rc¢sumed the Chasr and report-
eq accordingly.

On separate motions of Hon. G. H. ADAMS,
seconded by Hon. M. E, COX, the Resolutions were
read a first and second time and agreed te.

12.30 a.m,

APPROPRIATION BILL

Hon. Dr. H, G. H. CUMMINS:_ Mr. Speaker
I am asking leave to deal with the Appropriation Act,
as the next Order of the day.

There being no objection leave was granted ths
hon. member.

Hon. G, H. ADAMS: I propose, Mr. Speaker.
in moving this to ask that when the House goes in-
to Committee as on previous occasions that instruc-
tion. be given to the Committee to take the several
Heads as read.

Hon, M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Hon, G. H. ADAMS: 1 beg to move that Your
Honour do now leave #lie Chair, and that instructions
be given to the House in Committee that instead
of reading these Items Head by Head, the whole
Bill be taken as read.

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that.

The question was put angd resolved in the affir-
inative without division.

Mr, SPEAKER icft the Chair and the House
went into Committee, Mr. BRYAN in the Chair.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Acting Chairman,
T beg to move that Clanses 1—6 with the accompany-
ing Schedule stand part of the Bill. )

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put ang resolved wn the affirma-
twe without division.

On motion of Hor, G. H. ADAMS, seconded by
Hon. M. E. COX, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the
passing of the Bill in Committee, and Mr, SPEAKER
vesumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

On separate wmotions of Hon. G. H. ADAMS
seconded by Hon. M. E, COX the Bill was read «
third time and passed.....

The Order Paper Lazing been, fized.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that this House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 13th
March, 1956 at 8 o’clock p.m.

Hon. M. E, COX: T beg t5 second that.

The question was put and agreed to, and Mr.
Speaker adjourned the House accordingly.

12.40 a.m.






