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I C ~ I I S P  to r G  the ravel again at rile. I second this 
inotion with a full sense of ltmy responsibility an,1 

('1 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

l'hzcrsday, 8th Marctt 1956 

Plusuan, to the House of 
Asseinbly met at 3 o'clock p m .  today. 

Yrese?tt 

l l i s  H ~ n o u r  1;. S. g. 131-SB~NDS. (Speaker) , 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS, C.M.G., ($.C.; B.A., (Prenzier) , 
fIon. Dr. H. G. 13. CU~I\IINS, C.B.E., M.D., C.&l, 
(Minister of  social ~ ~ ~ . ~ i ~ ~ ~ )  ; ~i~ H~~~~~ A. E. d. 
LEwIs (Deputy speaker)  ; M. E. cox 
(Minister of  c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  works and ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ) ,  
\Ir. L. E. sMITH, J.P., (chairnbala o f  committees) ; 

- !$on. R. G. MAPP (Miltister cf Trade, 
Labour) ; Mr. T .  0. BRYAN; 31:r. F. CJ. GoI)D~Ri) 
(Leader o f  the ~ p ~ ~ ~ ~ i t i ~ ~ ~ )  ; M ~ .  F. E. MILLE~, Mr. 
J. A. HAYNES, B.A., 12r. J .  C.  MOTTLET, Mr. E. S ~ . K  
HOLDER, and Mr. V. E. ~ A U O H A ~ ~ .  

Fragprs were read. 

MINUTES 

Mr. SPEAKEK: I h a ~ e  the holiour to inform 
the House that the Mjnntcs of the last meeting ar3 
rlot yet ready for confirn~ati~n. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Hon. G. I-I. ADAMS: 1 beg to give notice of c1 

Bill to settle the rates of Income Tax for the year 
one thousand nine kmdred  and fifty-six, and t o  
nake  provision for certain other matters in connez- 
tlop 11-ith the l c y i n g  of the said tax. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

09, motion of -How. G .  B. -4DAM8, seconded 1) : )  
' I Hon, Dr. H. G. H. C U M M I S  the Bill to settle the 

rates OJ Income Tax for the year onbe th.o?csa?zd l z i ~ o  

Ftandred and f i f t y s i r ,  and to make provision fo l  

certain other matters i;? conn4ectio.n with f71e levyin,, 
of the said tax, was read a flr.vt time. 

I sincerity. 
Hon. 9 r .  H. G. H. CXTMMINS: I beg to more Mr. F. B. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, allow m~ 

that  the hon. junior member far  St. Michael be +o say just a few words to endorse what the hon. 

I appointed C$cllSrnian of Committo:% for today's 
sitting. 

Hon. M. E. COX:  1 beg to second that. 
Mr. IAEWIS : Mr. Speaker, I am going to movo 

that the hon. junior member for St. Joseph be re- 
i~ppointed Chairman of Committees of this House. 
1 have not had anything to do with what took place 
last night, but from what I have heard, I come today 
to ask the hon. member to continue his office in tile 
TIouse and to continue to  preside over Committee.;. 

The hon. member has a fund of commonsensu 
which has been a sol'rce of good influence on tha 
Committees of this House. He has had the strain 
of two days continuous sitting in  Committee and 
listening to the usual repetition and wanderings of 
hon. members. No doubt i t  has had something to 

with his sense of hdmour and patience and I an] 
a ~ E n g  him to allow my motion to stand and to be 
%spo%d to resume his office in this Honse as fronr 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
..econd that motion. The hon. junior member for 
St. Joseph as Chairman of Committees and I have had 
some clashes but 1 doubt very much that hon. men]- 
luers of this House havc reached the stage when TIC 
will not have any clashes. m e n  that day comes V,?  

could as well make reccmmendations for the spot ot 
earth which we are sure to reach some day to open 
to us; and as that is so, we have to admire and rc- 
qect with pride on these incidents which happen in 
this Chamber and say that they show we are alive. 

The hon. junior member for St. Joseph has nn 
extraordinary amount of humour. Sometimes I worl- 
tier what causes him tc: run off that high sellse of 
humour on some occasions. I do feel on this occasio~~ 
that he had a strain through sitting in the Chair for 
jong periods. KO donlct, he has an abundance o l  
patience-something which I ~vould like to have a 
-it  of-and I am sure I would like to be able to en- 
lure what he has to endure; and that sentiment I 
express, Sir, is not from one side of this House. MT. 
Speaker. You lcno~v that i t  is difficult even for you 
;o rule in this House. 

I hope the hon. jnnior membfer for St. Josepb 
will resume his office as Chairman of Committees 
)and when he does so, I am snre he will still hav: 



2,mior member fo r  St. Joseph. It is $rue to say t h ~ t  
civilisation will be a t  a n  end were i t  not possible for 
us  to  grumble and thc.11 come back together in agrev- 
wont. With these few remarks I endorse ail thrbt 
has been said by the hon. junior member for L P . '  
( 3 t y  and the hou. junic,r member for St. I'eter 

Mr. SMITH : Mr. Speaker, I am ver\. sorry 
{ha t  I took nly seat nzst to the hen. junior lllelllbei 
fo r  the City because ~t would appear as if I aske,l 
him to  do what he has done. 

Mr. L E W I S :  If the hon. melnber would a l l o ~ ~  
l:ie to explain, I would like to say, Mr. Speaker, that 
I C  has exactly nothing 10 do  with it. I am very sorry 
-that i t  has so happened because frpm the way 1 did 
it, i t  could give hon. members t!iat impressioll but 
!he contrary is true. 

Mr. SbLITII : Mr. Speaker, I will not altogether 
\say that I will not assume the Chair, but I must 
have time to consider it. I did not come here toda.,~ 
with that in  mind. I only thought it my business 11) 

:ome today because I felt wlthout rny eariy prese1lqe 
ihere might have been a n  abortive meeting. As ;I 
matter of fact, I have no intention of returning 1att.r 
today. I cannot say a t  this moment that I wou!11 
accept what the hon. junior member for the Citx 
has asked me to do because i t  is only last night that 
I have resigned the C&ir and it is not yet 16 hour.; 
F o r  me to come back and accept the Chair, I thinl: 
would loolr very chilriish, although I was made r c ~  
look as a child last niyht. I an1 therefore sorry thst  
I cannot see m y  way tc accept the offer today. 

Mr. S P E A K E R :  I must point out to the hell 
lnember who has just spoken that the motion is th.1 
property of the House 
3.25 p.m. 

Mr. L E W I S  : Mr. Speaker, if you will permit 
me. 1 will ask you kindly under the circumstances 
with the leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

There being no objeciion leave was grafited 
hon.ovirable member.  

T h e  question that  the Ronourable jzlnior menz- 
ber for  S t .  Michael be appointed Glzaivman for the 
8ay's meeting, wos p t  and resolved in the affirntu- 
tive withoiit division. 

jlllnlior member for the City and  the hon. junior 
~uember  for  St. Peter said in respect of the hou. 

Hon. Dr. 11. G. I-I. CUMMIXS: Mr. Speaker, 
I beg leave to postpone Order No. 1, and to tabc 
Order No. 2 as the first Order of the Day. 

Leavle was granted the hamourable memlber. 
Mr. SPEAIZER: The ilrst Order of the Day is 

to resume debate on t h ~  consideration of the 
Estimates for the Financial Year. 1956-57. 

Mr. XPEAKRR le f t  the- Chan'r, aqtd the H o ~ r s ~  
t u ~ n t  in to  Comnzitlec on  Estimates, Mr. RRT'AA' 
in the Gkair. 

Hon. Dr.  H. G. H. CTJMMINS: I beg to seconS. 
that. 

Head XXIX-Misc.ellaneous Services 

Head X 9 I X  - Miscellaneous Services - was 
ml lsd .  

Hon. G. IT. ADAMS: Mr. Acting Chairman, in 
moving Head X X I X ,  there is a new Item to be 
added : Compensation under Advertisements Regu- 
lation Act, 1956. Provision of $1,500 (To be voted) 
to meet claims for compensation in  accordance with 
Regulations to be made irnder the provisions of 
this Act, dealing with the  Regulations of advertise- 
ments in  the countryside. 

I beg to move that the sum of $641,990 be voted 
under this Head. 

Mr. B u S C l i E H :  Mr. Acting Chalrmtln, 1 
notice that under Item 29 Fees to Queenjs Solicitor, 
to be voted is tlie sum of $1,000, which is $300 
decrease on last year's Estimate. I am wondering, 
Sir, if the Government cannot see, despite the small 
decrease, the necebsity for ~n i t i a t ing  a n  amenctment 
to the Act in  order to make this ofice a whole tiiue 
one. As you 1~111 realise, Slr, the present occupant 
is a very busy solicitor, has a tremendous private 
practice and the fact is that you may well have 
him in  a n  enlbarrassing position either to himself 
or to his firin being concerned, with one a s p x t  of 
a matter ancl the Gorern~nent 'S interest being in- 
vol~ecl in  the other aspect. Jus t  as i n  the case of 
the Solicitor General which was part  time ancl which 
is now whole t h e ,  I think the Government shuuld 
give this mattcr their really serions consideration. 
Chlly last year I reinember reading, I was not 
actually in  the Court, a paper i n  which the Queen's 
Solicitor in  that capacity appeared on one side and 
a inember of the same fir111 appeared according to 
the newspaper report, for the other side in  the same 
case. l would not say professional gentlemen under 
the circutnstances would fail to do the best for  their 
clielits although they were on opposite sides and both 
members were of the same firm. But  that  is what 
~vould happen when we have a Queen's Solicitor ad 
a part  time official with Barbados being a small 
community as it is;  and there is no  justification 
bince we have discarded the par t  time Solicitor 
General. I have already said I am not i n  any way 
referring adversely to the particular individual who 
is holding the office or the manner i n  which he is 
performing his duties a t  that  office. Now, Sir, that  
is as regards Item 29. 

Now, Sir, as regards Jtem 36 - Governnlent 
hi~iding and printing, $114,000. I am eagerly looking 
forward to hear a statement from the Government 
benches as to what is proposed in  connection with 
the Government binding and  printing. A s  you know, 
Sir, we are recluired to vote this $114,000, and w e  
have reason to  believe that  this private contractor 
who is responsible for Government binding and 
printing is not satisfying its employees with 
adequate remuneratiol~, ant1 they have done what 
is clone in all modern and civilised communities. 
They have gone on strike pending reasonable set- 
tlenleilt of what I have no reason to doubt are their 
extrenlely modest and just demands. The percer~tage 
will always sound high if the amouilt with which 
you are dealing is low, and I would like to know if 
th r  Government has told this private contractor 
that as far  as our work is concerned this House ancl 
the Legislature expect them to get on and produce 
our work, the bindi l~g and printing which thev 
have contracted to do. So  f a r  as  they are concer~led 
in respect of this particular ~vork, they had better 
hnrry up and pay the people properly who do that 
departnicnt of their business and enw~re  that onr  
~vorlc is kept up to date. I n  the past they could not 
1;eep up-to-date because the Reporters were slo~i- 
anci inefficient and were too few. 9 believe they arc  
kept up-to-date since me have added to 0171- report- 
brial staff. 

NOT\*, i t  is a question of our printers. We realise 
our \t70rk must be kept up-to-date and Government 
must give them a hint to settle i t  as soon as  possible 
and ensure our work is lone. They were not the olllp 
people who applied for the contract, and they wer? 
lucky to get it ancl 1 must sav they arp expected to 
do this work for which we awarded them the contract. 
Tt ~vonld be well for them to u~iderstancl that the  



Government alld the Legislature take a very serions 
view of this matter and insist that our work be kept 
up-to-date. 

3 . 3 5  p.m. 
bIr. LEWIS : I an. wondering whether Govern- 

rnent would consider putting in a little more money 
for the Hurricane Organisation. I am sure the lack of 
organisation in September last year mould justify 
that. I s  this amount of $1,000 really sufficient for 
this Organisation? I am only putting forward a 
psychological fact, but I would have liked to see a 
little inore money put down here. 

I have not taken much note of this Item 59, 
"Financial and General Orclers," in the past. The 
note says that i t  a "revote to meet expenses in 
connection ~vi th  the compilation of Financial an4  
General orders for the Public Service." I should 
like to know if that Iteni deals with the Consolidated 
Orders in  relation to the Civil Establishnzeat. How- 
ever, I really feel that inore money should ha\-e been 
given to the Hurricane Organisation. 

This is the Head in the Estiinates under which 
the salary revision is done, and I am, sure that the 
Government servants x~onld havc been given some 
hope of reward if a token amount had been put  i n  
.-clative to the revision of szlaries. The Government 
itself has revised salaries by putting Items in  the 
Estimates. We know that salary revision has taken 
place all around us, and our own Civil Servants are 
looking for some action to be taken in this matter, 
whether i t  is fruitful or not. I think that an amount 
should have been put in here so as to give the feel- 
iilg that something is being done_ in the nqatter. 

I n  connection with Item 62, "Registration oi 
Voters" I raised the question just a few weeks ago 
but I am wondering if the Hon. Minister wouid lct 
u s  know if he has hacl the time to investigate thc 
criticism ~vhicll I levelled on that occasion. At that 
time, I claimed t.hat a section of the Recorders werl 
being underpaid. I do not wish to repeat the matter 
all over again ; I am only asking him if he has had the 
opportunity of discussing the matter with the Chief 
Registering Officer Mr. Chase, and to see if he is satis- 
fied that this category of worker in respect of the 
registration of voters is not being underpaid. i 
vould also like to s t a t ~  iio1,v that this registration of 
~ o t e r s  is being clonc i11 n difYerent xvay fro111 how the 
first one was done, and lots of persons seem to thinl: 
that they are being left oct of this I-egistration. Al- 
tllough we have not pot any great publicity about it. 
those Registering Officers with whorn I spoke, to16 
ine that they expected to have sonlethilig like 95 WO 
(1. 98%. On the first ocvasion, I think the Register 
ing Officer had to interview each individual of th,: 
household. I am wondering whether additions or do- 
hold can give the naalcs of the other people i11 the 
honsehold. On this occssion one person call give the 
names of the other people in the household. T am 
wondering whether additions or deletions can be 
made before the final registration is done. 

Mr. GODDARD: The honourable senior mem- 
ber or St. Lucy has ~iieiitioned something about 
Government printing. A dispute has zrisen, and 
this is an  unfortunate period a t  which to make ally 
comments either in one war  or in the other in the 
matter. Hcwever. as a melnber of the Debates 
Committee, I think T should say that when the Con- 
tract was a~varded, i t  was stated in the Contract that 
in the case of a lock-out or trade dispute. the Coa- 
tractor is not penalised or cannot be forced to 
produce the goods. In  any Contract with the Gov- 
ernment over a period of years, that Clause nlnst 
be put in, and I do think that the hono~irable senior 
member for St. Lucy should know that that pro- 
vision was put iin the Contract. I t  is ilnfortunatc 

that any comnleut one way or the other should be 
made in connection with this matter today. l rose 
to say that very little publicity should be given to 
this matter because of what is taking place, and we 
uo hope for as speeuy a settlement as possible. 

Blr .  HAYNES : l mould lilie a llttle Inform 
ation on ltem 9, "Expenses of Water Board." 'l'he 
al~iount asked tor is $4,890. I am wmdering lf 

that is in connection with this experimental irri- 
gation work. I am very sorry that the Hon. Minis- 
ter of Agriculture is not in  his place today, and 
it might be a lot of trouble to other Ministers to 
snpply this information. But, sometime ago, we 
had some estimates made and $1/2 million was allo- 
chted with the idea of improving irrigation in this 
island. 1 wonder if this Water Board has, anything 
to do with that allocation. The matter is rather 
confusing, because I see that the sum of $4,890 is 
to be voted now, and the expenditure for 1954-55 
was $1,401; so that they J id  not even spend 1/3 of 
that money. I am wondering what progress is 
being made in this matter; i t  is a matter which con- 
cerns three of the dry parishes in  this Island, and 
we should be guaranteeing the sugar economy of 
this Island. I do appreciate the fact that the ap- 
propriate Minister is not in his place, but i t  would 
be interesting, and I thiak the public would wel- 
come it, if a little inforination could be given, about 
this matter. 
3.45 p.m. 

Perhaps it could be given when the Minister re- 
turns to his office. I see that he has just issued a 
statement on agriculture which is very interestilrg 
for the Department concerned. I t  is very difficult 
to  say whether this is for your Water Board or for 
irrigation but I take it to mean that. 

The other Item which is giving me a bit of 
-,~orry is Item 37, Government Advertisements. 1 
take i t  that this $15,000 is for advertisements in 
the newspapers. I have been noticing that some o i  
:hem are two and three columns wide. Surely, there 
i: no need for them to occupy all that space. There 
should be a circular sent to the Government Depait- 
liients concerned asking them to draw in their aci- 
~er t i s ing  space and i t  will not make much difference 
because the people will still be able to read them. 

This sum of $15,000 is a lot of poney to pay out 
for a few advertisements about vacancies and other 
items of that sort. To my mind, if their size was split 
111 half, they would still be seen and read. Everybody 
ought to know that advertisements are charged for 
according to the space they occupy and the rules 
of arithmetic should be applied to them by splitting 
then1 in half. I believe the money saved from this 
czpense will be usefnl for some more needy purpose. 
T am asking for a little information on these matters 
if I can get it. 

Mr. SMITH: Ms. Chairman, I am speaking 011 

Item 52, Hurricane Organisation. I am sincerely hop- 
:ng that the Government is thinking hard about the. 
organisation of Hurricane Committees in the various l .  
arishes. We all know that 'Vanet" came on us just I :S the wolf which came when the little boy used ~o 

cry "wolf, wolf." That is, when the boy cried for 
"wolf, wolf," the people of the village turned out 
but the wolf never came. When he cried "wolf, wolf ' ' 
and the wolf came, thc people never turned out to 
help him. 

Sir, as a Vestrymar- for the parish of St. Joseph. 
7 well remember that the Vestry bought somethil~q 
like 50 lanterns years ago for hurricane use and they 
were liept somewhere lying about for thaqt purpose 
klit ~vhen " Jaiiet" came and they went for the lan- 
ternr, they had rusted out. NOW. Sir, not only were 
tile lanterns rusted, but the organisation had zlso 
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rusted out. I t  is because we kiiew nothing of a storm, 
but  that one has come and given us  some knowledge. 
I am warning the Goveriiinent to be alert and 
form committees and various organisatiol~s ill 
another storm visits this island. JiTe will tlirll !.!I. 

prepared to meet it. 
I w * o ~ ~ l d  have nevpr raised this point if the I,o~a1 

Goveriin~ent Eill the Z.lancie Eill - would I1,trc ke(>li 
coming: into opcra.tion sooil but  it appears to  lilt that 
another storin may coille before the i laude Biil colllc 
into operation. If this Bill had been put  into opera- 
t i c , ~ ~  when I had expected i t  wonlcl have been. I all1 
snrc the organili4ations to which I made reference ~vonlcl 
have been formed in  each parish and they would 
be able to niake the necesqary provision for a storm. 
As I have said, anotlicr " Janet" might come before 
"Maude.' I am only throwing out a warning to 
Government now that they should set u p  Committees 
in the variou5 parishes and do not rely on any Church- 
warden or local authorities to do so: because these 
local authorities went abont preaching nothing elJe 
but politics when "Janet" canie and they never 
mentioned anything of the people's sufferinqs; nor 
did they t r y  to reliere them. This is whet the 
Church~vardeii of the Parish of St. Joseph went 
around telling the poor suffering people before g .  t -  
ting a little food for them. He  told them: "You 
see that  I am the only person now to collie to you1 
aid." He  carried nothing else to them but  hip 
month: yet he told them that  he had come to their 
aid. I do not want anything like that  to happen 
again. I do not want i t  to be pu t  in  the hand, of 
these local authorities to make it more bnrdensonlc 
and hard for the poor suffering people. I t  is the 
Government's duty to set about i t  and Government 
should do it right away the setting u p  of organisa- 
tions and Committees and things of that  sor t ;  so 
that i n  case another storm visits us  everybody would 
know what is his duty and would go abont i t  in  the 
right way. 

Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman. I too 
would like to draw to the attention of the  Govern- 
ment that a t  the Crane Hotel the flag pole broke down 
in the storm. I do not know who is responsible for 
putting i t  back but people in the district would 
irnow- from what is hoisted on i t  that a stornl is iu 
the wake. On the evening preceding the storm 1 
went to bed early so I did iiot hear any news of 
it; but  on the morning when I looked u p  a t  the 
hotel flag pole I saw the warning flag. That flap 
pole was there from the time I was a boy and on 
account of it, not only myself, but all the people 
around that district know when anythine unusnal 
is going to take place in  the island. The people 
always look for a sign from that  flag pole. T therr- 
fore hope the Government will cause that  flag pole 
to h0 re-erectecl because if another qtnnil ao~nes 
mv life time there would be something to inform me. 
3.55 n.m. 

Mr. HAYNES.  Mr. Chairman, there iq  another 
Tteni T woi~ld like to raise before the Hon. Minister 
replies-Item 15: Insurance of Government Build- 
ings etc. increa.sed h)- $10.235 T am ~vonder in~*  if 
that  incorporatecl a com~rehensive insurance and so 
on. on the thonsands of honses that are now nnder 
Government hands-  thnsp r ~ p l a r e d  bv the Ronsino. 
Roard and also those hv  the Pliblir Works Depart- 
tment nnder the  nurr icane Relief Committee. Aq 
some honni~rabla members know T am rather ern 
phatic on this matter. Tt WRS never taken serioush 
An Address was taken to the Read of the Admini4 
tration on t h i ~  matter three n r  f o i ~ r  veara ago '07 
myself as  the Mover :)@ the Adress and 1:othinq h:).; 
been done ahoi~t  it. This is a verv seriol~s matter 
h~cai ise  T believe most Barbadians thoi~ght that tht 

island was inllnulle from hurricanes. Well, last year  
opened their eyes a bit and they now see the  difficulty 
ari'sii~g out ot this serious matter. Not only will lt 
be a great espeiise again, but from the words of 
the I'renljer as regards the British Treasury, ~ ~ e e d a  
are needs. That is to say they are  only going to help 
those i ~ i  w e d .  And another thing: although we have 
received a certain aiilouilt of voluntary subscriptions. 
owjilg to the careless way in ~ ~ h i c h  tha t  money has  
heell spent jn some cases. we are not going to get that  
help on another occasion-or if so, on a very much 
Jnore liinited scalp. People are  not satisfied that 
the:; know \idhere the subscriptions have pone. 1 per- 
\onally foresaw it, and any little bit I saw 1 could 
give, I gaye houses an? hacl the11 repairei! in my d:,- 
~ r i c t .  T l;ne~v nhcre lrly money ment. I-lowever, ;i' 
\ometliing j i  not done with this, I foresee with 
a l l n t h r ~  catastrophe this Government will find itself 
vJjth a hig dpht to pay again. It cost then1 so f a r  
2 rruarter milliotl pounds plus other moneys. I will 
:.lention to then1 that i n  the United States where 
thev arc. vulnerable to floods and hurricanes, they aro 
5?dinx it extremely difficult to raise funds to rehabi- 
Ilitate their victims, and most of these vulnerable 
States of the Lllississippi and Ohio are  rnnning in- 
wra.nce\ on houses for those who cannot run  i t  f o r  
~thein~elves because they are findinn out that year. 
a.ftel- year floods come on them and the Federal 
Governnl~nt  are asked to come in and help. The7 
have pot the money and they are running iiisurances ; 
so T would like to hear from the Hon. Premier  
sonlethinp abont that :  that is, if they have been 
considering this inatter and  iiot waiting until another. 
hnrricane comes to consider i t  again, because I am 
afraid they might be in a worse statc t h m  the fir.8. 
I b r o n ~ h t  this matter up, Sir, because I am very 
svinpathetic about it. I know what I am speaking 
 bout and T know how important it is, :tnd I havr. 
heard that honourable members of bhe Government 
;rave regretted that when the hurricane wrived somp 
action had not been taken, and  I hope they would 
not wait until too late heforp t h ~  next step is taken. 
T would like an  esprescIon of opinion on ?nis matter. 

Mr. VAUGHAN : Mj-. Chairman, I would like to. 
say a few more things concerning IIurric~ane Relicf. 
We have been fortunate enough for  mall3 years past 
to escape the calamity of a hurricane until  just last 
jqtlar, but 5uc.h is nature. TJre would be left out for- 
100 years ancl then we may get two consecutive years 
of hurricane. So i t  would be well for the Govern- 
ineltt to be prepared in  the event of another hurrj-  
c.;~u(l ill 1956 ; that is nothing ilnpossible or iniprob- 
ablc, it generally happens like that. You are missed 
?or ieveral years and then you get two claps. 

Now, Sir, I am strongly opposed to appointiiig 
:any planters to these local I-Inrricanc llelief Con1 
mittees. the hononrable ex-planter who has just sat 
do1\-11 ~ l o +  withstantling. They are not all indifferent 
to the cailre of  poor people. but  unfortunately m o d  
of them were in this carlris. I think all adntirable bocil- 
of men to appoint i11 each parish would be all the 
;bJiaisters of religion as part  of the IInrricane llelirt' 
Con~taitter There are  several ecclesiastical districts 
'in each parish of this island and all the  Ministers 
jiil ( ' h a ~ y ! . ~  shonld be appointed to the T~ocal Hurr i -  
kane Relief Committees. 1 am aware that several 
people xirho h a w  recently suffered the lost of house- 
hold effects when their homes crashed have not 
;received any type of compensation, or any s i m  of  
being compensated. became nobodv investicrated thri :- 
case ixn to  now: and T mould brinq to the notice of 
'the Ifinistar in  charge. the Minister of Social Srr-  
vices, that he may warn the Central Hurricane Relief 
Committee that several people have not heard any- 



th ing relative to the  applications which they sent in  
a n d  which they were invited to send in. I myselk 
have met representatives a t  the office of the Govern- 
ment Housing Board and I was told that ilivesti- 
gating bodies or officers are going into such cases, 
but I am also aware tha t  many cases have not seeu 
anything of the Investigating Committee, and after 
all, i t  is a matter of six months or more; apd it 
would be expected tha t  some sign of recompense for 
the  household requisites lost should be paid b p  now: 
: o I will draw the Minister of Social Services' attel;- 
t ion to that. 

&fr. BRANCKEB: Mr. Chairman, I woulcI like 
t o  acld a. word on Head X X I X ,  Item 15. to which 
t h e  honourable junior memDer for  St. Andrem re- 
ferred in view of the proposed increase of $$U!UW, 
tn that amount for insurance. I would like Govern- 
ment to  explain what is the principle by which they 
alecide on this award of insurance. Do they nivite rat-;- 
cns repuiable conlpanlrs to tender f o r  the nork 
.tnd certail-zly u p  to  a year ago there was orle comparly 
which from time immemorial has been gettiag all 
Government business? There is a difference i n  rates 
with c e r t ~ i n  companies; but some are rather less 
?nil certainly u p  to a year ago there was one companv 
cvhose rates per premium were less than other com- 
panies. T t  would be i ~ t e r e s t i n g  to find ou? if that i, 
still the case. and in  any  event what is the principle 
a d o ~ t e d  b;v the Government, when they are increasing 
the amount of insurance. Do they deal with other 
companies or do they p u t  all t h e  business in  the 
same company which has been i n  the past receiving 
their business ? 

I would refer to Item 34, "Entertainment o i  
visiting Service personnel." I t  was only a few 
ceeks ago in this House that I r d e r r e d  to  the com- 
i~laints  which were made in ponnection with th, 
entertainment of visiting Service personael, not of 
c onlmissioned rank. We a re  asked to provide for a11 
increase of $200, and  the increase is due to the in- 
crease in the number of visiting warships. The 
Eonourable senior member for St.  Michael was good 
tnongh to sav that he wonld ascertain the method 
2doptecl in issuing these entertainments, b ~ c a u s e  
c.c:mplaints were wicles~read amonq the middle- 
class cwloured qirls in  this respect Dozens of these 
girh have told me that  the  persons who issue the 
in~~i ta t ions  to the entwtainment have b pen isslxira (; 
them to a verv restricted ~ i rc le .  

are asked to spend $800 of the taxpayers' 
-noncy for this entertainmeult, and there is no reason 
.crthy there should be aiiv secreqation practised in  
-he issn;qq of these invitations. As a matter of fact, 
r hare discussed the matter with some perqons who 
1:ave been visiting here on these qhips, and the>- 
say that they caimot anderstand 1~7h.v. when there 
is a clance or a picnic, o r  a drive around the Island. 
they do not see more than one colonred perescn to 
al)ont ten white p e o ~ l e .  The>- say that they like to 
meet the natives of this co~xntrr  and not merely 
their consins. T hone the honourable senior inember 
f o r  St. JIichael ~l-ill give 11s an assurance that a t  
these danc*t.s and piianics, me mill see colonred peo- 
ple in t h ~  same prop or tic.-^ as they are in the, 
Isla~ld 'S ponulation 

Hon. Cr. H. ADAMS: To deal with that lasr 
roint  first, if the honourable member has a gooil 
case. and he wants his grievance redressed, certainly 
the proper thing to do would be to go with a specific 
instance to the app~opr ia te  Minister. tell him whal 
the pievance is and see to it that hc  deal^ 1.-ith the  
matter with a view to havinq it redressed T find i t  
very difficult, when 1 listen to the honourable mem- 
ber, to know whether he, as a Parliamentarian, is 
making a n  after-dinner speech, or whether he is 

really serious in  what he says. Hovever, what thz  
l~caourable  nlelnber has said is a very serious thing, 
and I suggest to  him tha t  he should do what I sug- 
gested to him to do with regard t o  the Police Ofii 
cers. Perhaps the  honourable member d id  not care 
to lnention the name of the Police Officer publicly, 
but he could tell it to me privately. I n  the past, 
when a warship visited this Island, all the girls of 
the Girls' Industrial Union were seen a t  these 
dances. I do not know if the mixing whirh went 
o n  i n  those days still goes on ;  but: if i t  does not go 
on, the  honourable menlber should tell the appro- 
1:riate Ninister and  have ,he matter redressed. If  
l l ~ c  Alinister has not got a specific instance, he can- 
l ~ o t  deal with the matter adequately. 

AS regards the point nrade by- those honourable 
junior members for  the respective parishes about the  
llurricane, Orgallisatloll, l an1 sure that  the Gov- 
crninent, or the G o ~ ~ e r n o r ,  has appointed a new 
Organisation ill the bense that  sonle members of t h e  
prelvious Organisation have had to  bring u p  to date 
the methods i n  the hand-book proclamations mliic:~ 
vi l l  be thl: methods to be p u t  in  operation in  t h e  
case of another hurricane. The lessons which we 
have leawlt include some of the  points raised, as t o  
~rhe ther  a Churchwarden ex -officio should be ill 
the Organisation, and so on, because of the  instance 
which we hare had with a Churchwarden. Mr. Bar- 
ton, the Conlmissioner of Police and  three, or four 
or five other persons have been asked to make 
recoma~endations for  strengthening and making 
more effective, the working of hurricane relief i n  
case there is another hurricane. 

As regards the question of Insurance, the hon- 
ourable rnelnber is quite, wrong to think tha t  the  
(Xovernn~ent has neglected his warning. Not only 
was his Address carefully considered, but  Insurance 
Compaaics, including Lloyds, have been approached. 
I ,  personally, made very extensive preparations fo r  
a hurricane in  1954 and again last year. I went to  
the exteat of getting special shutters built, buying 
hnrricane lamps and so on. I was not t h e  only mem- 
her of the Government who felt tha t  a hurricancb 
might come then;  i t  --as only 200 miles off i n  1953. 

Relative to the Insurance of houses, resulting 
from the stand made by  the hcnonrable junior mem- 
ber for St.  Andrew, we haiw inquired into the mat- 
ter, and the Insurance Companies will not insure 
houses is just a t  large, so to speak. You have to 
set out that so many chattel houses would value 
so much, you have almost to detail then? for  the 
Insaranc~e Companies to insure them. T myself 
raised the matter in Executive Committee in August 
1s to whether there was any chance of getting thew 
houses insured,, and again, we were told the  same 
thing. This same matter was raised in  the H o u s ~  
of Commons as to whether there could not be a 
coniprrhensive Government Insurance Scheme. 
which ~vould provide the  money for  rehabilitating 
houses, established by the diffment Governments in 
the \Vest Indies. 
4.15 p.m. 

l do not  tell you tha t  T go along complefel~~ 
with the  answer w h k h  Mr. Lennox-Boyd gave but  
i t  is not (.onsidered to be right policy for the  Brit- 
i ~ h  GOT-crnment to go in  for tha t  sort  of spend- 
in? with the expectation of the possibility of har- 
ing to rehabilitate Ereqv colony. That  is not t o  
<:1y that the question of the possibility of recur- 
Y C I I ~  hurric.anes in the  West Indim and what should 
hr- dolle about them was not present in thc1 lnindc 
of representatives of Unit  Governments and Colo- 
nial Office. 

I myself believe tha t  we might apprc1nc.11 In- 
surance Companies and  make a survey or' t l ~ c  
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Houses we have in  order to see if we can get, say 
20,000 or 30,000 of them covered by insurance un-  
d e r  a comprehensive policy. Onq hon. menlbe~  
asked about the  Housing Scheme in  St. Lucy. We 
did get a number of companies to  tender for it. 
It was not a questioa of selecting one company- 
nothing of the sort. F o r  the insurance of houses 
az the Bay Estate, the  Pine, Deacons Road or Bel- 
field, we got quotations from many companies so 
tha t  we could see from them which was the best 
f o r  us to take. There is no question of our not en- 
deavouring to get the lo~vest premium we can get. 

Perhaps, I may as  well now deal with other 
points made by the hoa. senior member fo r  St. Lucy. 
H e  said that the dispute between the Advocate 
Company and its workers showed the necessity f o r  
a Government Printery. Whatever may be the 
merits or demerits of the dispute between the Ad- 
vocate Company a n d  its workers, surely hon. mem- 
bers should have the responsibility not to make 
comments on it, let alone a lawyer who knows that 
he should hear both sides of a matter before arriv- 
j a g  a t  a verdict. Of course, he may not want to 
hear the other side if his syinpathy is for  the Ad- 
vocate Company. 

Although, I deprecate those remarks, I welcome 
the  suggestion of the  need for a Government Print-  
ery. Members of the Governinent agree that there 
should be a Government Printery. We have accept- 
e d  the  principle that there is need for a Government 
1'~intei-y i n  the  past, but it is purely a question of 
priority. This dispute has brought the aeed for  
i t  closer to our minds. There nlay be, from time 
to time, the possibility of the  work of Governmeat 
being held u p  and tha t  would push i t  higher u p  in  
priority than it otherwise might have been. That  
1s the answer to  th,e hon. member's question. Apart 
from what I consider inay be high charges, i t  i s  a 
good thing t o  have your own printery and  your 
own officers sxvorn to secrecy, other than to have 
your printing done by a n  outsider, over whose em- 
ployees you haye no control and through xvhose 
employees Government secrets hare leaked out in 
the past, not only i n  this but other communities. 

I agree with what the hon. junior m'einber for 
St .  Andrew said about advertisements. It inay be 
as  the hon. member suggested, that some of these 
advertisements take u p  too much space and there- 
fore they can be cut down. I will take notice of 
that  and insist that there should be the greatest 
economy. 

The hon. junior member for  St. Andrew also 
drew attention to the  expenses of the Water Board. 
I do not think the Water Board has aaythiq:ig to 
do with i.1-rigation. The functions of the Water 
Board are  to see tha t   a at er is not n7asted and per- 
sons are  not allolved promiscuotlsly to sink wells, 
but the question of irrigation is  a question fo r  the 
Waterworks Department as such; and a t  sometimes 
the Department of Agriculture sees after the d i s  
tribution of the  water which is available. 

The hoa. senior member for St.  Lucy referred 
to the  Queen's Solicitor. The Government was ad- 
vised some years ago, after the  then Queen's Solici- 
tor  went, that consideralion should be made to 
nraking this post a whole time post or to attach the 
post to another post such as Public Trustee in  the 
Government Service. R8eally and truly you cau- 
n o t  get a worthwhile Solicitor to take this post as 
a wholetime job. It is very seldon~ that you get 
them to  take the post of Clerk or Deputy Clerk of 
this Chamber. The fees are  not  a t  all extravagant. 
It is only $1,000. This part-time arrangement is in- 
deed the  real answer to that. On the other hand. 
as I see that  it would be better t o  add this office 

to the statr of the Public Trustee ( I  am not saying 
tha t  this will be done) but  that  seems to be the 
most sensible course. 

Before l had finished dealing with the Item ' Hurricane, I should have made reference to the  
point made about a sum of money. The $1,000 is 
f o r  minor expenditure of the IIurricane Relief Com 
]:littee. It is not mcney to p u t  by for  emergency 
expenditure; that comes under Item 58, Emergency 
Iielief Expenditure and that  sum is pu t  down so 
that  in case there be a hurricane you will have 
son~ething to get started with your lorry loads of 

' food and so on a s  soon as  the  storm is over. 
I may also say tha t  Jlr. Chase is very careful 

in  making suggestions to the Government, but in view 
of what the hon. jur ior  member fo r  Christ Church 
shid possibly reconsideration of payments should be 
made as  regards remuneration for  compiling the 
Register of Voters, I will say tha t  Government is 
still getting fur ther  advice from Mr. Chase. I think 
l have covered alJ the  points which were made. I f  
by chance anything has been left  out I shall be 
glad to hear. 

Mr. BRANCIZER: Mr. Chairman, the Hon. 
Premier made reference on the question of enter- 
tainment of Visiting Service Personnel. H e  was pro- 
bably out of the &land when this matter was dis- 
cussed a couple of months ago. I gather From the 
exceptional silence of h p .  senior member for St. 
AIichael who has been i n  his seat a l l  the time that 
he may not have had the opportunity of going into 
that matter of entertainment which he promised 
this Committee he would do after I made comments 
of alleged discrimination in  the issuing of invita 
tlons to people of all classes i n  the community. 

As to the other matter about Government Pr int-  
i l ~ g  and Binding, I would say this: I have read 
one side of the parties who are i n  dispute fully; 
I have heard the other side fully, and I have arrived 
at  a just conclusion. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I would just 
like to inform the ho11. seajor member for St. Lucy 
that I have not forgotten my remarks when the 
supplementary Rcsolution to which he made refer- 
ence was under considerat~oa. I repeat that I do 
not know of any discriinination but I would like t o  
assure him that tlic matter will be taken up. 
4.25 p.m. 

Mr. LEIT71S : JIr. Chairman, 1 am sorry I 
have to get u p  again, but  1 see under Item 60-- 
Advice on Local Government, there is a n  incrcasa. 
I would like some explanation on that  (and I am 
taking the opportunity under this Head to ask t h ~  
Governmant if it would consider bringing i n  a Reso- 
lution to the IIouse about a special hurricane fund)  
But  as  regards Item 60, 1 would just like to know 
what the  Government has in mind about Mr. Light- 
burn. Rumour has i t  that he is leaving the island 
s o m  time this year, around July,  and returniag. 
I s  it necessary for Jlr. Lightburn to re tu rn?  I Ie  
has remained longer than we initially expected and  
T xvould like to get some ir-formation. 1 Innow 
ple usually come out here, people like Mr. Calvetat 
Mr. Foster and so on, and they end u p  by accepting 
employnlent out here because they are so good in 
the advice they give, and I am wondering what thc 
Government is doing about this gentleman's ser- 
vices. Has  he not advised sufficiently already? TVe 
know he was here to advise on Local Governmen: 
Elections, but I ~vould like to kilow why he is being 
kept on and what provision is  made for him. I 
v;ill take this opportnnity to ask the Government 
if it will have a calamitous visitation fund ;  i n  times 
of need they could sell the securities or whatever 
investn~ents they have. Would Government consid- 



er bringing i11 a Resolution to the  House to take tile 
money froni the  Loan F u n d  or Revenue Balance 
a n d  consenting to leave tha t  fund  for  calamitous 
visitation? I think they should do that  because they 
a r e  not going to liquidate i t ;  so let us have i t  a s  
what i t  is if i t  remains. You have the fund  there 
already, you must have i t  invested and leave i t  as 
such and bring i n  a Resolution and  let the House 
sanction it. I t  was said to me that you were not 
calli+ng in  the money because i t  was unfair  to call 
i t  in  now, and  therefore you are leaving i t  over. 
I would like to  hear something 011 Advicte on Local 
Governnlc~nt, because I notice the  amount was $17,000 
and  has now been increased to $22,000. 

fion. G. H. ADAMS: I may say froni the out- 
s t t  that Mr. J~ igh tburn  is not asked to hold on to 
any job. Tl'e were lucky to get him. As 1 already 
told the IIousz he was earning B,0010 a year plus 
fees and has come here for the equivalent of 
half that. I t  is not a question of his asking for 
money. The term under which his contract was 
cxtended is due to c a r  Local Governnlient Bill be 
ing  still outstanding and the Government was con- 
vinced that with the alternative he pu t  up, the best 
thing was to let him go for the particular period 
rvhen there would have been nd harill done to the 
int~*oduction of the Local Government Elections and 
the f~mctioning of the .new set-up and come back, 
ancl the1 increase is due to that. We are  going to 
have the use of his services. IIe will go on what 
would be the equivalent of vacation now, and \rill 
Lr re-employed for  a p.elriod which woulcl coincide 
with the period of election and sometime after. -We 
have conside~.ied i t  is essential for proper function 
ing of Local Governnlent for  that to take place. i 
need hardly reinirid the Committee of what they 
thelnselves thought. I do not think it is overdoing 
i t  to state tha t  amidst the different bits of luck 
this island has had i n  the past few years in get- 
t i n g  outstanding people like Mr. Garrod, Captain 
Tonllin and Captain Barron, Mr. Lightburn is per 
haps as  great a find or a greater fincl even than 
those I have mentioned. Even a n  old lawyer like 
myself accustomed to the drafting of Bills and  the 
Attorney General, had things pointed out to us  
by Mr. L i g h t b ~ ~ r n  simply by mere experience,-in- 
c i&~ntal ly  he was a Solicitor-01 a t  least he was 
trained as a Solicitor. By  sheer experieclce, little 
points that  a clraftsman does not see, he has shown 
cs  because he is a man who has had i t  happening to 
him orer and over again; he has helped consider- 
ably. Hence that  great series of amendn~ents we 
have had to coine to the House with, as soon as i t  
was found cheaper to hare  one voting list for thte 
IIonse aad Local (:overnnl_ent. l wonlcl not say fbv 
a mo~nent the Attciruey Genelal ~vould not have selen 
the iieces~ity for the amendments. but obviously, 

so~nebody WLIO has not been doing it for 30 or 40 
..ears would have to loolr u p  the books; so I ??sure 
t h e  IIouse that the Government is convinced that 
\.hat we have devicled with Mr. Lightburn continu- 
iag his col1trac.t until t:ie period of election is the 
Lest thing that could happen, if we want to  get 
Local Gorcrnnient sct u p  and  orki king as quickly 
n s  possible, starting off smoothly and efficie~~tly. Re- 
Core I sit, there was one thing I did not reply to 
criginally and that  was the one posed by the hon 
~ n n i o r  membcr for the City. There is *.io proper 
niethod clown here as is done in some colonies and 
in Great Britain of having general orders for the 
Civil Service by which thev a re  dir~cter l  as to what 
you must do as a Civil Servant. I n  Great Britain 
tho training begins with, politecess, that is, when 
so~nebody walks into your office; how you must draft  
A Ninute for your Ministmer, and so on. It is with 

tklis view to  getting a n  up.to-date a n d  efficient sys- 
tem of General Amendment Orders that  this $10,000 
is voted but has not beea~ spent. 

The question that the sunz of $621,990 be voteki 
under Head XXIX-ilfiscellafieous. Xervices-was 
p t ~ t  and resolced in) the affirmative un'thoz~t divi.siorz. 

Haad XXX-Income Tax and Death Duties 

He4d XXX-Income Tax and Death Duties- 
was aalled. 

11011. G. $1. ADAJIS : Uilder this Head, Mr. 
Chairman, the amount of $219,485 is to be added 
to the  Assessment that  is fixed by law. I move tha t  
without a t  all abandoning the position that  the I tems 
fixed by law a re  for  the sake of letting the members 
see everything i u  one volu~ne, strictly speaking, t o  
be set out and added accordiag to the Executive 
Committee Act to what you are voting. I am no t  
cfeparting from my contention unlike the hon. junior 
melmber for  the City, whom I think with great re- 
spect did it to score d point a t  the  time, but  on sober 
reflection you can see nothing p u t  here a t  all a n d  
.:io debate can be allowed 011 the colilrnns fixed by  
law. 

Mr. LEIVIS:  Read the Executive Committee 
Act. 

Hon. G. H.  ADAMS: I have read i t ;  and l 
have read i t  af ter  the  hon. meniber f o r  the City. 

I tem 6-Clerks to be increased by $1,800. 
Item 8-to be increased by $816-that is a n  

Order tha t  has already passed the Legislature. I tem 
10-to be increased by  $580; Item 17-Office Equip- 
ment and furniture to be increased by  $375, making 
a total with what has already been printed of 
$219,485. 

I beg to move that  the sum of $219,485 be voted 
~ : n d e r  this Head. 

Hon. Dr.  H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to  sec- 
ond that. 
4 35 p.m. 

Mr. I IAYNES:  1r1 connection with I t em 13, 
"Travelling Expenses," ! would like to raise a very 
important point. I take it tha t  this vote is for th., 
Inspectors of Income Tax. I hear now t h a t  thi+ 
Lncome Tax Department has been increased i n  siz: 
and i n  Officers too, and I presume that  they will h a v ~  
more Inspectors. I am raising this question because, 
a s  the Attorney of property here [VOICES : Hear, 
liear,] I have to send in  by  the 31st January  i n  each 
year, a long sheet of empI1oyees who a re  paid aver $40 
a month. Sometimes there are  three or four sheetq. 
( ju t  of curiosity I will ask: "Mr. Xnlith, d id  y o l ~  
have any iiotificatio~~ about Incame Tax from the 

1 Income Tax Department !" The reply is, "m, T 
Iiave not had anything like that." I think tha t  T ~ Y ~ L -  
t ~ o n  should fall on the shoulders of those who are in 
:I p o s i t i o ~ ~  to pay it. I do not know if this has  bee* 
;he experience of other employers, but  i t  is m y  ex- 
1 erience that no attention is paid to this sort of thing, 
(01 if it is, most of these employees have children an11 
they are not eligible for the payment of Income Tax. 

I takc it that  this amo~unt for Travelling Ex-  
;;ill enquire into this matter, because, as I have al- 
v -adp  said, the idea of Taxation is that  those whi, 
are eligible to pay sho~llcl be made to  pay ;  othell.wise 
i t  is not a t  all fair  that s m e  people escape payment 
and the others are  incriminated. I am rak ing  this  
question so that the Hoi:. Premier will ci.ynire in11, 
tbe matter. I know he is a very busy m m ,  but thi.; 
 natter is not a t  all s n  unimportant matter. If it is 
only 10/- which a person has to pay by way of In-  
c:ome Tax. he should Isay it. T am wondering if the 
TTon. Premier has had a n y  idea of lookillg into this  
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mat te r ;  if he has not done so, I thinlr he should get 
?hese Inspectors to inspect some of the lieturns which 
a r e  being made. After all  you cannot make a Return 
ior 5100 if a mail has not earned that  amount;  how- 
ever, I think the Inspectors should have some relevani 
data  on which to work 

H o n  Q. H. ADAMS: I have had solme talk 
with &Cr. Marriott and the Financial Secretary i n  
connection with this nzattei.. One result of that has 
been the activity i n  b r ~ n g i n g  in  some people who had 
not bee11 nzaking Returns, end there have been in- 
stances discovered where people have been e r a d i w  
Taxation. Mr. Marriott has been bringing i n  peoplel; 
ke has discovered Tax evasion, as I have said; and he 
1 as felt that the penalty under the Act has not been 
big enough. IIe has also pointed out that i t  was im- 
gossible for the Incame Tax Department to mork 3s 
speedily as i t  should work. 

I can assure the honourable junior member f o r  
St. Andrew that a man who is less liable to be sway- 
e d  by people than Afr. Marriott, is diiEcult to find. 
Xo friendship or relationship would stop Mr. Marriott 
i'rom investigating ~ n y t h i n g  which savours of an  
avoidance of paying Income Tax. The illstance men- 
tioned by the honourable member would be purely 
tine to  o r  not having sufficient staff to wake the in  
vcstigation or to make the assessments and get out  
the forms i n  time. I think it is more a question 02 
sending out to persons who may come within the 
lncome Tax bracket, and leaving i t  for them to prom 
that they do not come within the Act, than assuminj 
i n  the Income Tax Department that "So and So" 
does not work fo r  enough to be taxed. Before Mr 
Xarr iot t  came here, I know that  sometimes the In .  
come Tax Departnielit would be asiiecl: "What aboui 
Mr. So and So?" Sonletimes letters arc sent tcv th? 
Department, and son le t in~e~  politics liave something 
to do with the matter. I have been asked: "Why 
don't  you collect Income Tax frani the waterfront 
v;orkers ?" 
4.45 p m .  

I will n~at accuse thc honourable jnnior member 
fo r  Christ Church for that, but some p e ~ p l e  with his 
political views think that would be a fine thing t o  do 
and employers of waterfront murkers \\,ere aslied to 
send i n  names of all  their employers topether wif 11 
the sum of money they mork for within the last 1 4  
nzonths. The difficulty abmit that is that one-"Tom 
Jones" may be engaged hv a particular fir111 and worli 
for  156 days and "Tom Jones" map IT-ork in anothel- 
G m ' s  enzploy for 60 days, bnt in the ( ~ n d  it ma.; 
t i ~ r n  out that  "Tom Jones" may nut b? the same man 
in each case. Everything tliat looks lilie s l ~ c l i n e s ~  has 
teen checked upon. It is a burning desire on the par t  
of that Departincilt to bring in nlore monej- and to 
make everybody to br aware that they have to obey 
rhe law as regards income tax. That is 117115- the Bill 
for  medical expenses was bronght into the IIouse a t  
the time it was brought. 

Mr. L E W I S :  I believe there is another aspec:, 
to the  matter. I could not h ~ a r  the honourable junior 
member for St. Andrew very well from my seat but 
the figures the Income Tax Caminiissionrrs asked for 
is not necessary taxable ~filgures. For  instance, a n  nn- 
married individual is only taxable on soinething oveF 
S150 a year but  the Inconle Tax Commissioner a s h  
you to give him the figures of those persons who work 
for El00 a year;  therefore, you inust put  in a numbe: 
ef the people who are  not taxable. He  alqo asks ~ o l l  
to  give him the names of those people who are workivy 
>rhether i t  be for a shilling or a penlly i11 any  part-  
tinve job. He  asks for tha t  in order to see if some- 
body's part-time employee is the same perqon doing 
another job some;vhere else, and if SO, hp can add 
the figures together. I t  cannot be assumed that  any 
of the people on that   hee et is taxable fkven if t h ~ . ~  
work for more than E150 a year becallrP you still 

Lave to make deduc t i~ns  for children. I n  case thc 
person is married i t  is $1,301) which he will be a1 
lowed. Because of that it, is possible for  you to hard 
pcople on that  sheet who are  not taxable a t  all, 
but that iilfornlation is necessary to the Income Tan 
Commissioner in  case, say, he wants to  get in  Illore 
money: he can see from tliat sheet what the people 
are  workiilg for. That really is what i t  is, so the hon- 
ourable lnelnber will understand that  these returns 
ac not necessarily follo~\* a n  i n d i ~ i d u a l  returns. C 
know as a resnlt of these retunis, letters have gona 
to people saying that  they have failed to put  in  a 
return. 

Tlze question that f k c  slim of $219,485 voted 
1 1  nder Hdad X X X  was put and resolved in the a f i ~ * ) ) ~ a -  
live wit32out division. 

Head X=-Labour 
Head X X X I  - Labour - was ca116d. 
Hon. G. H. A D d X S :  Air. Chairman, there a r e  

c number of additions to be made under this Head. 
They are as follows :-- 

I t e m  3 - Labowr Of-ficers -- $8,598. 
Increased by $5,304 (Fixed by Law) to $13,902 

i~ p r o ~ i d e  for the salaries of 2 additional Labour Ofi- 
cers under the authority of C.E. (G.) (Amendment) 
Order, 1956. 

Ite,m 4 ( a )  (Now) - !lIanager - $2,280 
Provision of $2,280 (Fixed by Law) for the  

salary of a Manager of the Einployinent Exchango 
L f c n l  3 - Labolcr Officer - $8,598. 

i '.E. (G.) (Amendment) Order, 1956. 
I tem 6 - Clerks - $4,450. 
Increased by $1,200 (Fixed by Law) to $5,650 

to provide for  the salaries of 2 additional Labour 
nnder the authority of C.E. (G.) (-Imendnlentj 
Order, 1956. 

Iterl~ 7 ( a )  (ATew) - B'enzale Clerk -- $624 
Provision of $624 (Fixed by Law) for the salary 

of a Feinale Clerk for  the Employnlant Exchange on 
scale $624 x 48 - 1,008 x 72 -- 1,440 under ths 
;~uthority of C.E. (G.) (Amendment) Order, 1956. , 

I t u r ~  8 - Stenogra?:hcrs and Typis ts  - $1,856 
increased by $1,248 (Fiseci by Law) to $3,10i 

t~ provide for the salaries of 2 addltronal Steno- 
graphers and Typists under the authority of C.E 
(G. ) (Aineiidmeiit) Order. 1956. 

I ~ C I J ?  10 - C.O.L. Allouwnce - $2,200 A 

Increased by $1,025 (to b evoted) I(. $3,225 to 
:-roride allo\\ances for adrlitional stsff. 

I f e , ~  14 - l ' r ~ c (  lliqzg - $4,000 
Inoreaied by $2,003 (To be voted) to $6,000 to 

torer  espenscs of additional Travelling Officers and  
for increased travelling due to intrnsification of in- 
,.pection ac t i~ i t i e s  conscrlnent upon increase i n  staff 

I f ~ m  18 - E n l p l o r j ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ z t  Exc;zarzgel - $10,880. 
Reduced by $9,30C (To be voted) to $1,574 i n  

I iev- of linder Personal Emoluments for  
1':-rmanent Staff. 

Itcm _"l -P~~rlz i t~c~-e  allcl Office Eqz~i~nzcnt-$600. 
Increased by $700 (To be voted) to $1,300 t o  

;;urchase three desks, three chairs, a typfmriter and 
cushions for the additional staff. 

I beg to move that  the sum of $558,520 be voted 
under this Head. 

Hon. Dr. H.  G. H.  CUMMTh'S: T beg to secongl 
that. 

Mr. F. L. TSTAIiCOTT : Mr. Chairman, i t  is R 
great pleasure to me to see that a n  attelnpt has been 
made to make provision for Labour Officers for this 
Dep,a_rtn~ent because i t  was a bit surprising to nip 
that r, Tlabour Gorernment should have delayed ta 
take steps to furnish the Ilabour Department with 
z-iequate staff. There are certain criticisms which 
1 should 111alie in ord1.r that the 1-public can be aware 
of certain things which m e  happening anc! T am glacl 



deal with that aspect in another quarter. I would 
only say that theri. shocld be no interference betweec 
Trade Unionists and employers by any members o! 
the Government either directly 01. indirectly. 

I t  is true on the last occasion the Iioii. Premier 
said that he agreed that the amount of $240 was too 
low for the Item, Trade Disputes. I would ask him 
now if he belieres that $1,000 can really provid, 
adequately for that service if he intends to get t h ~  
most experience, and 1 est person to do it. Where ardr 
IOU going to get people from to deal with Trade dis- 
p t~ tes?  I will make the bold statement that you do 
not have them in Barbados to act in this capacity, 
because you do not have a reserve of people who art; 
not employed by the Govemei i t  to undertake this 
task. If pou go through your retired people, you 
will see that you do not have any;  therefore you hav*: 
t o  rely cm existing people in the Service. If I may 
give you an example, Mr. Chairman, a dispute which 
occurred bebween the Barbados Telephone Company 
and the Barbados Workers' Union has been going 
on for over 18 months. A commisdion of enquiry 
was set u p  in  September last year and up $01 this 
time the Comm.ission has not reported. The Govern- 
ment could not find any person other than the Acting 
luisne Judge who made it clear to the Governmeat 
that the only day which he could perform the tasl. 
was half day on Saturdays. Now, that is not fair to 
the Trade Union movement. Here it is, you have an 
jadustrial dispute with an organisation and you can 
m l y  appoint someone who can carry out his function 
orLe half day a week. Can that bl: fair to a Trade 
$Inion which has no other choice than to accept it? 
4.55 p.m. 

Now, could t i h ~ t  be fair?  The Chairman, who is 
an important person on the Roard, was also acting 
es Puisne Judge worki~zg five days a week and had 
to work half day on S a t ~ ~ r d a y s  to complete fhp ~vorli 
You can see frolm the evidence the time i t  would take. 
These things must create bad industrial relations 
Of course, a Trade Union would not have cnnfidencr: 
ill any administration that sets about appo~ntin; 
gcople who cannot conduct it9 ~vorli. I clo n>.t have to 
lcmind this House of what is taking place at  present, 
and this matter has been sent to many places. A dis. 
pute at  the Barbados Light and Power Company 
~vould riot be like the one goins on now. You cannot 
strike at the Electric Company, i t  is against the law 
What is going to happen if a man has to go to arbitra- 
tion? You see when you put $1,000 here you have 
to send outside and get someone. Well, Trinidad was 
forced in recent times to send to the Colonial Officz 
for Professor Jack, another gentleman from Cam 
bridge who sat on the same Comnlittee as the Premier 
at  Conventions, to go into the question of oil. But in 
all these cases i t  is a peculiar thing that these people 
have even made a Report. I believe the Printinq 
Industry in Trinidad had a Report that was sub- 
mitted after the Telephone Company Report arld 
published in Trinidad. I do not say anything against 
the person appointed because the person has no choice 
but I do say when you are limited to this small 
amount of money and you do not appropriate mor I ,  

you have to come to the Rouse qgain, and one of th,: 
worst things today is to be forced to come to the 
House for money for a Board of Enquiry. But i: 
you have i t  in your Estimates and there should be 
any dispute you would not reveal it in Parliamerlt 
before i t  is dealt with. I hope that th- Premic? 
%vill see that this is going to be inadequate unless YOII 

are asking people to serve freely. There is no point 
1:nder these present circumstances to expect you ar? 
going to get people from neighbouring territories 

come and serve without nayment, because you 
will not get the person you need. Professor Shepherd 
should be in our minds with the Report he made on 

the Sugar Industry and we sllould bear that in mind. 
I am sure the Premier is aware of it because he gave 
evidence on the Royal Coiiimission, but what are W*: 
reminded of i11 the Rdyal Coiilillihaion about the 
Labour Depal.tn~ent 4 

"The duties of the Labour Department should 
lndude ail questions 1:elating to the regulatioll 
of wages, conciliation, arbitration, the establishment 
and working of wages boards and trade boards, the 
inspection of wage lists, the obtaining and collation 
of such data as statistics of unemployment, hours 
and wages and cost-of-living, the inspection 09 cou- 
ilitions of work in factories, workshops and agricul- 
ture, and measures for the protection and safety of 
the workers. " 

And, then in the next Paragraph i t  says :- 
"One of the most important 'af these duties is 

the work of conciliation and the adjustment of dis- 
putes between em,ployers and workpeople." 

Now, I would like to say this and while I havs 
read that I would read another portion, that would 
fit in with what I said. Subject to the description of 
the Labour Officer and Labour Commissioner th3  
Ccfmmission Report says, 

"From this description of the duties of Laboat- 
Officers it follows that their calibre should be high 
znd that they should be men of character, experience, 
capacity and integrity. " 

Now I should like to draw to this Committee's 
altention that the Government has seen the wisdom 
of sending the most senior man i11 their Department 
to  the United Kingdom for a long period. I believf 
c r  from what can be seen, &. Plclrwoad has done 
and is doing a good job in the IJnited Icingdom, bu: 
it should be borne in mind that the majority of people 
117ho have migrated to the United Kingdom have done 
so on a voluntary basis. I n  fact, it started out that, 
way. I t  was not a scheme that was initiated by the 
Government. Thc, people set out going to the United 
-\jiigdom voluntarily both froin Jamaica and Barba- 
dos. Now, the importance of your own Labour Depart- 
ment is such that you should not deplete it of its 
~enior  staff and its most senior officer to p e r f o i ~ i  a 
task in the United ICiiigdom that has been performed, 
sdy in the United Kingilom and in the United States 
of America, not by the Labour Commissioners, but h,,' 
Liaison Officers selectcd by the Governments, whom 
they Ifi!nd suitable to perfor111 such tasks; and 1 only 
have to meiitioii thttt it cculd not be more difficult 
for us nmv to recruit a Liaison Officer in the Unitecl 
Kingdom than it was during the war years when, 
maybe, Mr. Herbert McDonald did the job for Ja-  
maica and Barbados. The Jamaican Government did 
not see the wisdom of sending Mk. Scott, their Labour 
Commissioner, to do that job. Now I feel that the 
Tndustrial development and relationship in Barba- 
dos in many matters for conciliation require the best 
cbfficers you have, and your senior officers should not 
be away performing tasks that do not require thc 
quality of a Labour Commissioner. The Labour 
Clommissioner's post has to be regarded as a technical 
job and you cannot n~ake  any man, no matter horn 
qualified he may be, a good Labour Commissioner. 
There are certain qualities he should possess and I do 
not want in any way to reflect on the present acting 
appointment to the post by saying that the acting 
Labour Comrojssioner is not competent; but I d~o want 
1.1 say that in that Department--and now that you 
;:re appointing additional staff-you cannot briny 
in any man from any Department and put  him in the 
Labour Dep~r tment  and make him a,n excellent Labour 
Officer in a month or two. From economic and* 
social conditions i~ Barbados, unless a man ie 
possesred of the experience and grind, in putting 
him in a Ohair to preside over industzial disputes, 
he is either afraid when thep disagree or ~o~metimes 
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in looking a t  the employers he is more likely to please 
theni: because the enployers are more likely to offer 
him employment when be retires than the Trade 
Union. I say that without casting reflection a t  any 
one. Bat  years of experience in the Tlaclc. U n i o ~ ~  
ehow that you cannot, kinlr along w'ith small b o ~ i  
when you are dealing with employers who are hal-c; 
meE. You must be of strong fibre to deal ni th the\c. 
people when a dispute aiises or even before a dispute 
arises. The Labour Commissioner w'as in the Unitcrl 
Kingdom; one of your senior Labour Ofticers was m 
the United States; ant1 the Labour Department was 
left with one senior l w r  in there and that was Mr. 
Parris. You sent a senior Labour Officer in Mr 
3loseley there, and if the Premier was n mcmber oL 
the Labour Union and he went there and looked st 
the Staff he would scy, "I am not goiiig to go ill 
there and sit down under these boys presiding ovcr 
any serious meeting ! " 
3.05 p.m. 

fou canaot have a Labour Department staffed 
with inexperienced men and retain the confidence 
of the community or the Trade Unions and the e m  
ployers with whom you have to deal. I wa-nt to 
say liow, 011 the basis of staffing, that i t  would be 
surprising to know that on one occasion, i t  took 30 
days before me could know from the Labour De- 
partment about something of a matter relating to 
a Trade Dispute. If a strike had resulted froin the 
delay on that occasi@n, that strike could o111y have 
been attributed to that delay. The Royal Commis- 
sicn, i n  their Report, seid that delays must inevi- 
t:tbly bring about greater difficulty in matters, be- 
cause when thme delays are too long i t  is difficult 
for the contracting or the conflicting parties to come 
together. I know that the delays which have been 
taking place Tvme due, not to ally indifference on 
the part  of the people there, but they were on the 
basis that the staff was inadequate, and it was all 
geared up  to deal with this problem of emigratioc. 
I am glad to see that a Manager of Emigration is 
going to bz appointed and the Labour Commissioner 
will be available to perform more of the importamt 
functions of the Labour D3partment. 

I say that, because this Island is spending 
money on this Department; I would like to empha- 
sise that TvithoUt in any \Tay appearing to be par- 
tisan. The purpose of instituting a Labour De- 
partment m,as that that Department should see after 
labour matters. sometimes, since the ~~~d~ union 
has grown ~ t rong ,  there is a belief that the Labour 
Department was attempting to see after employers' 
matters; but that Department was set up to see 
after workers, matters. It should be borne in mind 
that this particular section, to which I am referring 
of the Report of the Royal Commission, and which 

agreed to by all the members of that Commis- 
sion, was written by one of the leading Trade Uniotn- 

in the world. This is what is stated in this 
Report :- 

"It should be part of their duty to advise 
work people about their legal rights, and to make 
~ u b l i c  information on that subject whenever, as may 
occur from time to time, i t  appears that sections 
of the w m k e ~ s  are unaware of their rights. Officers 
of the Department should also be available to ad- 
dress gatherings of workers on such matters either 
tl~rough trade uniocns or direct." 

There has been a general belief that if the 
Labour Commissioner were to go to a Trade TJnion 
and address a big meeting of workers, that he is 
tsking sides with the workers; but Sir Walter Ci- 
trine, now Lord Citrine, was one of the authors of 
this Document, and I do not think that anybody 

HOUSE 

could claim thaf Sir Walter Citrine or Mr. Morgan 
Jones dld not know what he was doing. 

I am speaking with a full sense of lily respon- 
sibility aud truthfulness. I f  it had not been for 
the fact that an industrial dispute is going on iu  
this Island, I ~ ~ o u l d  say inore about the interfer- 
ence ~vhic!l has been existing along certain lines. 
However, 1 prefer, aud if I &m spared, I mill have 
the opport~uzity of doing so, to say something more 
in this regard on another occasion. I prefer t o  say 
nothic~g 011 this occasion which is likely to give the 
i~npressioli that my seat in this Branch of the Leg- 
islature is being used to advance the interest of the 
Organisation which I serve as Secretary. I say 
these things because it becomes difficult in this pres- 
ent situation, ~vhelz you are aware of certain things 
~ ~ h i c h  have been done, to know if justice is being 
done, and if, when Labour Legislation is passed, 
you will get justice or if any aspect of spite is go- 
ing to be used. 

If I were to make certain observations in this 
Chamb9r now, in respect of this Head, it would 
startle people. However, in view of this industrial 
dispute which is being waged, I shall not make these 
observations. The positiocn is becoming serious be- 
cause when matters have to be settled finally, you 
often wonder how you are going to start to do so, 
if before matters reach that stage, you art, 
aware of what has been done in  certain quarters 
to thwart the efforts of the workers in their cause. 
I am glad to see that an increase in the staff of thio 
Department has been made. What is more. what I 
~ x i ~ u l d  like to see in this Departinent is more ac- 
commodation, so that when one side, leaves a meet- 
ing, there is accommodation in the Labour Depart- 
ment SO that your members can discuss matters ~ v i t l ~  
you outside. Sometimes we have a blreak at  meet- 
hgs ,  and we do not want to be public. If you want 
to be private, you have to use the Labour Commis- 
sioner's private room, but I am suggesting that 
there should be some other private room in which 
each contesting side could go and discuss their mat- 
ters. 

I would like to see the Labour Comliiissioner 
recalled to Barbados immediately so as  to carry out 
the functions under the Act which the Labour 
Commissioner was to carry Out, and let 
the Government seek the means of finding somebody 
who is suitable to be appointed in Mr. Pickwoad's 
place in the United Kingdom, to do the work which 
he is doing. 
5.15 p.m. 

As I have said earlier, I give Mr. Pickwoad 
ciredit for all that he has done and is doing; but 
You remember that he was to the 
(iffice of Labour Commissioner of Barbados: and if 
i t  were felt that you could have done without him, 
then the Acting Labour Commissioner, Mr. Jack, 
who was acting before Mr. Pickwoad was appoint- 
ed, could have belen appointed to the post and allow 
the office to be run  that way. It was felt that it 
was necessary to have Mr. Pickwoad as Labour Com- 
Djissioner. What he is doing in the United Kingdom 
lvill go on for some time; therefore, you should 
have somebody there who is suitable. I am not sug- 
gesting that you put somebody up there who is un- 
 table so as to get &fr. Pickwoad back here. It, 
is tme to say that you haTre an Assist- 
ant Liaison Offirer but he is a young man who is 
llot versed in Labour matters, which are techuical 
matters to deal with, but he is quite competent to 
be an  Assistant Liaison Officer because he has lived 
in the United Kingdom for  sometime and is young 
and flexible enough to become a good officer. Do 
you feel he can undertake the task of Mr. Pick- 
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woad? I doubt he will be able to undertake the tlasl; 
I do say if you feel that Mr. Pickwoad cannot bt: 
relieved of his post im the United Kingdom, make 
soale arraugcment to have1 hi111 appointed to that 
post aiid some means to have your Labour Depart. 
ment Staffed with Senior Officers. I draw that to 
your attention because as your Labour Department 
now stands, you have the Assistant Labour Com- 
missioner acting as Labour Commissioner and only 
cae other senior officer in the person of Mr. R. 1'. 
l'arris. Those are, the only two senior Officers 
~ ~ ( h i c h  you have in the Labour Department toclay. 
1 say that without any reflection on the other staff. 
Bear in mind you cannot be a Labour Conlmission- 
er or Labour Officer in six months or six weeks. I: 
 take^ some years to become efficient in those posts. 
1 do hope that steps will be taken to have your 
I~abour Commissioner back in his Office as soon 
as possible or that you make some arrangements for 
regrading the staff. 

There is another side to this matter. &Ir. Chair 
man, you have in the Secretariat now, Mr. Springer 
who was sent to the United Kingdom and trained 
as a Labour Officer. He is away from the Labour 
Ilepartment now. Furtunately, Barbados can al- 
ways produce men who are versatile. Do you know 
that one of your Labour Officers is now filling the 
post of Labolur C'ommissioner in  Antigua? That is 
s s  onerous a task as Labour Commissioner of Bar- 
bados because Antigua makes issues out of everything. 
You must have heard that they made an  issue: about 
their being selected as the sita of the Federal Capi- 
ta l ;  they wanted i t  too. They have now a big row 
ill Antigua and have Mr. Bird charged in the Su- 
prenle Court. I t  is Bh. Odle who is Labour Corn- 
missioner of Antigua today. When the Hon. Pre- 
lnier spoke on the question of the Barbados Scholar- 
ships and tying a man down, you can see very well 
that you cannot tie people like Mr. Odle, Mr. parris 
o r  Mr. Springer down. How can you tie people like 
them do1111 when you give men like them a $160 
a month and somebody will offer then] $400 a 
n c a t h ?  That is one of the difficulties you have to 
face in the Labour Office. That is why I say that 
you should proceed with the trainigg of yozr offi- 
cers but as soon as you train them, say as Labour 
Officers, dc not allow them to go out of the Labour 
Department. What is wrong with this island is that 
as  soon as an officer is holding an  administrativr 
post which they are capable of holding, they are 
appointed to another post which they do not know 
anything about. This island, although i t  spends 
ntoney 011 training its staff, cannot hold its trained 
staff in the Departments for which, they are trained 
because they do not get rapid promotion. The 
Labour Department is an example of that. Mr. 
Springer was IShie first Labour Im-pec$or who 
was appointed in Barbados. I am sorry that offi- 
cers like hiln are no longer available to_ that De- 
partnient to perform the important task which are 
in that Department. I do hope that the Hon. 
Premier aiid the Hon. Minister of Trade, will say 
as regards the $1,000 provided for Trade Disputes 
(although i t  is $760 more than last year) whether 
they feel that that will do for the purpose. Bear 
in  mind if you have to get anybocly from outsida 
of Barbados to preside over such matters you will 
have to pay passages and hotel bills out of that. 
Suppose you have to bring a inan like Professor 
Sheppard, you will have to come back to this House 
end ask for more money. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Mr. Chairman, there iq 
just one point which I would like to ask. Surew, in 
n~aking Estimates, your estimate must relate to what 
is likely to  be spent taking into account what y o i ~  

spert  recently. Last year we put i11 $240 for trade 
disputes. Nobody envisages that we will have to 
send abroad for somebody to investigate disputes. If 
we need more than t h ~  $1,000 we put in this year, 
or in case we have to send abroad to get somebody, 
surely, the ho11. junior member for St. Peter knows 
ihat no single member of this Chamber ~ ~ o u l d  worry 
to talk about i t  if there was a t rade dispute goiug 
on. I am sure that the Resolution will pass througii 
this House in five minutes. I do not see why the bpn. 
~rember  feels that $1,000 is not enough; we may 
not spend half of it. 

The hon. member pointed to the difficulty of 
getting local people to Investigate trade disputes m d  
the necessity of getting someone from outside and 1 
am sure every hon. member will agree with that. 

Mr. F. L WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I rise on 
a point of explanation I do not think the Hon. 
Premier understood what I said. I did not say that 
this House will not pcss the money to bring some- 

here to investigate a trade dispute, but I point- 
ed that the difficulty is that you are likely to 
get a debate on the dispute. Already today the Hon. 
Premier had to make an appeal. The reason why I 
Say the $17000 was no; enough for trade disputes is 
because You may have to get someone from away 
and it is not good to have a debate on an  issue which 
is pending. As regard; what the Hon. Premier said 

abaut hot air and industrial disputes, I would 
'Say whether i t  is hot air o r  cool air, what should 
'be told to him and others like him is that if they 
think that telling woricers that they are talking hot 
air  ill make them abide with collditions of employ- 
ment which are unfair to them, they can wait and 
S'e. 

Hon. G. H. ADAATS: The hon. member knows 
I did mean the w~rkers .  

O n  motiow o f  Hon. R. G. M R P P ,  s e e o d e d  by 
Hon. Dr. H .  G. H. CUMMINX, X r .  CHAIRMAN 
reported progress arnd asked for leave to sit aga/iW, 
and Mr. S P E A K E R  resumed the  Chair and report- 

accordingly. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker, I 
beg to move that this House do now adjourn for half 
an  hour. 

Hon. RI. G. MAPP: I beg to second that. 
Fhe qzcestion was put and resolved in t he  affirm- 

ative without division. 
5.30 pm. 

Onl re-assembling. 

EsTIRIATES-Cont'd. 

Mr. SPEAIIER: On the adjournment the 
House was i11 Committee on the Estimates for t ie 
financial year 1956-57. 

Labour Dept.-Cont'd. 

J f r .  # P E A K E R  l e f t  the C h a b  m d  the Houst? 
resuvzed Committee, M?. BRYAN in the  Chair. 

Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Chairman, Under Head 
XXXI,  Item 19-Emigration-we have a large sum 
'which we are all very glad for because we realise i D  
js being put to a good purpose. \That I wish to  en- 
quire from the Minister of ~ r a d e  is whether, when 
fhe two recent officials from the London Transport 
system came here to select workers for their t r a n s ~ ~ e  
system-I know the Government is financing thaa 
scheme, or a t  least assisting the workers to go UP- 
they are assisting these workers with the entire md 



a r  a portion. I understood in a thing like that where 
they were assured of real and steady work they :ywouid 
have been given full assistance because many of those 
that were selected were probably unable to find ten 
or a t e e n  dollars. I was approached recently for a 
m a l l  sum because I was told they had to put  up a 
part of the passage personally. I do not think it is 
necessary in this case. Government through the 
Transport Department could easily recover that pas- 
sage money and I do not think i t  was necessary in  &is 
particular case to advance only a portion. If the 
worker is prepared to put up some, all well aiid good, 
then lend him the bala17ce. I would suggeqt to GOY- 
ernment that the entire passage be met from this 
fund aiid recovered in the usual way. 

When the Minister gets up I would like to be 
assured that this is the case with these workers going 
up in a few weeks7 time. We hope that with the 
beginning of this scheme the worlrers selected will uo 
such a good job that Toe will find these officials re- 
turning to Barbados in the near future to select mole. 
As a matter of fact, I think they have left imtruc- 
tioiis with the Labour Department so that i t  will not 
be necessary for them to return to recruit, but we 
,could recruit on their behalf s h o ~ ~ l d  they require 
Illore this year. The Xinister of Labour could also 
enlighten us if that is a fact or not, becaase with 
this expansion of emigration to England I think it 
is our duty to encourage it as much as possible, give 
every facility to employers in England and if neces- 
sary set up our own recruiting systeln here. I t  is 
an  expense to the employers 011 the other side, but In 
a case where they want to get a coupl'e of liundretls, 
i t  wonld be wise that they come and select; but in 
the absence of that this Department could be extend- 
ed both to the workers in Barbados and the employ- 
ers in England. I hope this will be a large souraQe 
of revenue in the coming year. 

Another question I would like to ask is this: Un- 
err,ployment Survey- -l know the Report is in allcl 
1 wonder if Government has considered it and 
jvhether it is possible that that Report be given to 
tile EIouse. It is an important part of our function- 
irig and we in this year of election should at leas!, 
lcnow the economic set-up with respect to uneniploy- 
ment in Barbados fro111 the finding of this survey 
becaruse it would be of great assistance to usl and 
$he Government as to what are the views for the 
future. TVe have our clwn picture of what the trut 
position in Barbados might Fe, but i t  could be either 
worse or as bad. I h a ~ e  my own estimate; I think 
~t is larger than most people's, but in getting around, 
you take those people who would go out and get a 
job if they thought it, possible and you nil1 see it 
runs into many more thousands than they have in 
here. I would like to know how it was done; hov 
many families and the ages! I t  would be interesting 
cnd I am asking Govzrnment whether me can haw 
i t  in the House. I w-ould like to see it. With thesc 
two questions, the others have been covered fair137 
fully by the hon. junior member for St. Peter, r 
vould like to hear the replies from the Minister of 
Labour. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, I do not 
want to continue discussion under Item 19;  but I 
would like to know whether the Hon. Minister ha. 
reconsidered the preswt policy of the Government 
and provide any necessary amount of aid which is 
required. You know time and time again I havc 
stressed in this Chamber in case of persol~s going 
abroad, there is no reac,on in the world why tlie Gov- 
ernment should not assist with the full amonat in. 
stead of putting them in a position to go around beT- 
ging and borrowing and by some means accumulat- 

:ng the difference beiween £75 and 510.0 to buy 
warm clothing, ticket, and have money left with 
which to go to the United Kingdom and be able to 
carr~yl on until they secure employnient. I am sure 
tbnt the majority of t!le members of this House are 
entirely in favour of giving maximum aid, and woul.3 
support i t :  and there is no reason why the Minister 
should continue to hold back this aid. There is no 
reason why this policy should continue, and so long 
as a case can be proved as wanting the maximum 
amount of assistance, there is no reason why i t  should 
not be given. 
6.15 p m .  

Under this Head, 1 would urge the Hon. Minis 
ter to have a word w:th the Police Department in 
cmnection with these emigrants and the issuing of 
their passports. Theg- still continue to give the 
n~aximum of trouble and, in their way, they try to 
discourage or make i t  very difficult for people to get 
out of this Island; haiidicaps are put in the way ot 
people in the issuing of application forms when they 
me seeking to get passports. I have seen it in wrii- 
111g from the Comniisslciier of Police that ~~i i less  you 
can give evidence that you have paid your full pas 
s?ge money, no appliac~tion form for a passport is 
given. That has been the policy of the Department, 
37 if it is not the right of every person who has a 
clean recorcl to have c?, passport. I t  should be auto 
li~atic for such a persm to have an  application fonll 
for a passport. Why should a Police Official decide 
Wat he is not going te let a person go out of this 
Islknd, unless he want, him to stow away? But thesc 
officials who are dressed in brief authority, like tc 
say to the politicians that they cannot make them 
issue parsports if they are not disposed to do so. 1 
~vould iiivite the attention of the appropriate Sfinis- 
'er to that matter because it deserves some attenticn 
to  be paid to it. 

There is one other matter about which I have 
;L word to say, and that is in connection with station- 
cry. Only last year I hnppened to have the opportuu- 
15y of perusing certain correspondence from this DC- 
partment with regard to  a dispute between a worker 
and an employer, and I was thoroughly annoyed to  
see in  the correspondence that the worker was refey- 
red to as "dohn Smith." and the employer was rc- 
ferred to as "Mr. John Brown." A word to the wis!: 
should be enough; let the Hon. Minister take a h i i~ t  
that we do not want to have any more of that. Every- 
1 ody who is working IE the Department is "Mr. St. 
;liid So" or "Mr. John Brown." 

Mr. LEWIS:  I would like to hear about the 
progress which is be in^ made relative to the Regional 
Organisation in the ITnited Kingdom for workers. 
I f  the Hon Minister has any figures as regards tlie 
emigration which has taken place already, I would 
like to hear him put them before this Committee in  
clrder that hon. member; might be able to get an ideq 
of &at the position is. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I11 NO f a r  as the Regianal 
Organisation is concerned, a t  the last R.E.C. Cm.- 
ference i11 Antigua, we agreed to participate in the 
Scheme, but the figures which were presented to us 
at the Conference were not complete. This whole idea 
originated with the Jamaica Government; we have 
c7iscused ni th Jamaica the question of widening 
the scope of the Welfare Office in London. The 
Jamaica Government proniised to go into the ficures 
a.: to what it mould cost to set up this Regional Or 
ganisation in the TJniced Kingdom, and thi.: i.: a 
iiiattpr which will be dissussed at a later date. We 
Lave agreed to participate in the Scheme and that 
our present Organisatin11 would be provided for. Our  
present arrangement iq exceptional; it is not dcne 
by any other T e r r i t o ~ ~  in the West Indies. This 
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,arrangement is actually finding work for people in 
:he United ICingdom and placing people in jobs 22- 
fore they leave Barb~ados; we will bring our service 
under the general regioual service. 

I promise the Corr~mittee that I will lay a state- 
mert on the whole position as regards loans anil 
statistics in connection with this service i11 the 
future; however, in reply to the question asked by 
the hon. junior member for the City, so far, we hay,: 
issued from the 1st April, 1954, to the end of last 
year, a total of $150,333 The amount repaid up to 
the end of last year was $10,705,08, and the balan~c: 
outstanding $1,084. That shows that the workers 
are repaying these loai~r- very well indeed. The num- 
ber of workers which we have sent out so far  is 453 
to the United Kingdoin and Canada, and 401 to the 
U.S.A. Those who foi~nd employment on their owl! 
and who were assisted by loans from Government 
numbered 153. Of th3 453 workers which we have 
placed, 356 were asskted by loans. 

The hon. junior uiernber for Christ Church ask- 
ed about Mr. Cumper's Report in connection wlth 
unemployment. What Nr. Gumper did was to issue 
a n  Interim Eeport wlljch was intended only for the 
Government; but he has returned to Jamaica to wit,: 
the Final Report Ttlhiich has not Set come to hand. 
That Report would be published as soon as it comei' 
to hand; i t  is not our intention to keep that Report 
hidden. This Government is very active in finding 
work for people and in devising schemes by which 
the unemployed might be able to get work. We will 
publish this Report vchether there is an Electitill 
taking place or not. 

The hon. member also asked about the espau- 
aipn of the Department. If he looks a t  the Estimates, 
he will see that the Ilepartment has already been 
expanded. With our avowed policy of participat- 
ing in the Scheme, I do not think that there could be 
any question on tkat score. The hon. member has said 
;hat these Officials fro= the London Transport Ser- 
vice laid the basis on which the selection should be 
made, but I should like to say that there is no neces- 
sity for those Officials or any other Officials to re- 
turn bere to make any selection. We can work on 
the formula which ha3 been lef t ;  Officials of the D*?- 
partment have seen thc style of examining the appli- 
cants, and that will be used for further selection 1.1 

the future. 
6.25 p.m. 

I t  is expected that the Railways may send out 
some officials to a similar job as was done by the 
delegation of the London Transport. They will also 
provide us with some formula on which they select 
persons. 

So far  as loans are concerned, technically we do 
not lend a person the whole amount of his passage. 
But if a person wants an increase in  the loan, surely, 
we give him. After all, it is natural that if yolu are 
going to a strange country, like England, you will 
want warin clothing. I can tell the hon. member 
that I recommended that the repayment of the loan 
should be made easier for emigrants and instead of 
callinz on them to repay the loan in two years, tht-y 
-will be given a longer time so that they will be able 
to pay less per month. Wie have done that because 
we are aware that when an emigrant goes there hp 
has to provide himself with warm clothing as well 
as he has to adjust himself to a new circumstance uf 
life. Therefore, we know i t  would be difficult for 
him to make a large repayment on the small incoli~e 
he is getting. His income mav sound a handsome 
one here but when he gets through paying for what 
ha has to pay, he will fipd that what is left is not ds 
hie as he would have expected. Tt iq because of 
that TVP have made conditions easier for them. -%at 

we lend them now covers passage money at  the lowest 
r a ~ e .  Hon. members must bear in  mind that the 
Public Treasury is not bottomless and there must be 
a limit to what we can do. I do not think we can 
do more than lend the passage a t  the lowest rate and 
give all the assistance we give a t  the present. A t  
the present moment we are loaning out money at  the 
rate of $150,000 annually. That is not a small 
amount. You may say that i t  is money which is 
revolving but i t  will take years to come back in. 
Out of this $15101,000 which we are loaning out in one 
year the amount repaid is about $10,000, so you can 
see that it will take some years before we recover the 
whole amount. I am sure a really unbiassed mind 
will bound to say that this Government is doing all 
i t  can do in lending 'emigrants the passage money 
and giving flacilities to thtmz. 

The hon. junior member for the City made the 
point about recovering this money through. employ- 
ers but this is not m c b  an easy matter. The emigrantb 
who go to England are quite unlike those who go to 
the United States because those who go to the United 
States ar'e hired on contract. Those who go to Eng- 
land are not morally obligated to their employer 
although we hope they will Live up  to conditions. 
The emigrants are not legally bound to stay with 
any employer for the period they declared. Some 
workers leave one industry and go to another be- 
cause they find that they can get better wages. Of 
course, we try to bring home to them moral obliga- 
tion and what effect i t  will have on the scheme it 
they will not stay for some time. However, I can 
tell this Committee that the workers in the various 
schemes will receive an increase this year and we are 
also now working out a scheme with the employers 
\\,hereby better conditions will be provided for 
workers. 

The hon. junior member for St. Peter r,eferred 
$0 staffing a t  the Labour Department. He is correct 
in saying that the staff of this Department should 
be well trained: and capable of carrying out their 
'duties. It is t rue to say that one of the difficulties 
which the 'Labour Department has encountered is 
that Mr. Springer and others like him are at  present 
serving in other Government Departments or are 
seconded abroad. h e  of the troubles is that it is 
not a closed Department, but that Department is not 
singular in  that respect. Bearing in  mind the neces- 
sity for good officers in  other branches of the service ; 
bearing i11 mind also the added advantages of 111- 

creased income which come in the way of an  officer 
n-ho might be trained in .a specialised field yet 11 
might h quite suitable for other type of work; it 
woclld be unfair to keep him in a closed departmei~t 
,inless you can provide for having specialists in hi3 
,lepartment and that is not an  easy matter. 
6.35 p.m. 

I t  is not an easv matter at  all for the adminis- 
tration. With the introduction of Ministerial Sta- 
tus we found that there was a pressingpecessity for  
certain officers, because of their capabilities as offi- 
cers in the past attached t n  the Ministries: and it 
mould probably have meant a verv inrfficient runnincp 
of the Ministries if vou left those officers in r lrinci 
of closed department and did not make use of their 
services in the Ministries .aqainst the nece&sity of 
having a specialist officer specially trained in on3 
clc~artment and another vressiny necessity of the 
island as a ~ v h ~ l e  especially with introdl~ction of new 
nfillisterial q~stem. T as htinisier of Labour coul~i  
say hp was trained in labour matters and 1 did n3-t: 
nrree to the transfrr, Fnt had to balance thing., ont~ 
and I saw it might interfere with the officer's chances, 
)f promotion. and taking all these ci~*cnmstancc~~ 
i i~ to  consideration, it was touch and go at the moment 
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Although we would have liked to see this Depart- 
nzeilt keeping Specialists Officers we could nor go tsl 
fsr and  adhere too strictly to this principle and Beep 
these oflicers in  the Departlnent. I may tell the 
Committee that so f a r  a s  increased staff for tLis Dc 
partment is concerned i t  was certainly difficult to 
operate x~itlzout briuging i t  11p to staizdard - t h j  
standard necessary for ~ 6 c i r n c y .  %-e were pressin? 
f c r  staff earlier than Apri l  last year and it is due 
to oiie matter or another--at one time two secretaries 
were on leave and this and that interfered the same 
year uTe were pressing for i t  that we clicl not get it 
ulltil last year when we brought a n  Order for in- 
clrased staff a t  this Departnlent and a t  the E x c h a n g .  
I;ut the hon. membcr-and I d.o llot blame him for it 
- --is 1ool;ing a t  i t  from one point of view and I say 
again me have nerer lost sight of the fact that from 
that point of vie~v i t  is very important to have all 
~ffice iilie that devoted entirely or mainly to inclns- 
trial  relationship, but  on the other hallcl the horl. 
member must admjt that  so f a r  as the economy of the  
Island and the welfare of the workers are concerned, 
- t  helps all workers when you promote the Emigra- 
t;on Scheme and have emigration proceecling smooth- 
ly. The Emigration Scheme came dawn with such 
rapidity on the Department that certain of the top 
~.fficers had to perform certain duties. The Lab0111 
Cominiwiouer has not been seconcled in  the first plac? 

in as member see'med 
indicate i n  his remarks. F o r  the major par t  of last 
Fear he was 011 leave; he did not take UP duties ifl 
Eizglancl while he was on leare. It is t rne  he was 
doing certain work which necessary; he offered 
tc, do i t  a,nd the Goreriiinent accepted, but the point 
is he did not take up his present duties until Novem 
bel. and I told this J I ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  but the H~~~~ asked if 
tvould be temporary. I said he was only seconded 
C.lld transferred (ancl i t  was good t o  thing 
could llot f i l~d  a more suitable person a t  the time to 
fall  back on),  and that ~ t ,  was the intentiol1 that lvhen 
sjnleone was found and sufficiently trained, alld had 

some experiellce he would talre orer 
carry By then the original service in the origin 

this thing woLlld haye to fall  into its proper perd 
spectire and new arraizgenlents mould have to bz 
made. We h a w  beell corresponding with the Labou- 
~ommiss io l~er  alld we :,re taking steps .as is apparellt 
ullder this lIead to  see tha t  the Departmellt is propc 
srly staffed and able t c  cope with all the duties 0; 

industrial relatiollship alld allytllillg else that thz 
boa. nlenlber lllelltion~d that  I have llot touched 
upon. If there is ally, I would be pleased to a,-slyer it 

Mr. F. L. TVALCOTT : Mr. Acting Chairman, 
there is just this 1 ~ o l l l d  l i l ~  to say to the closin? 
zemarlis of the 13011. &fiiiister. Kom, this is going to 
be a matter of opiaion. I i e  has his, I have mine. Sa 
far as the he has ''lade the 
Colninissioner is cancel-necl, I believe I have morc 
cr_eali,l,,s lvit;l th(. Labour Department thdll ally OtlleL' 
rlelnl,ci. of thi., ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ b ~ ~ .  alld there is doubt abolIL, 
it. ~ 1 , ~ .  13resellt staffil,X of the Labour Dcpartlllen,, 
fiolll tile i,oillt of of the scllior staff callllot cope 
uitiz tilis lVork. 1 clicl llot n a n t  to call nnlllcs but 

i, olll!r I\Ir, Jack, 111". Sprillgel-, JIr. raly-is allcl 
try0 \c l l j o r  l,cople in t i . .~t  offire. That office ;., sup- 
~ ; ~ s e < l  to hax,e ,hrre froln the of vie\:. of 
top ~ ~ e o g l c .  Lr t  therc he no doubt about i t  t;lat i t  i s  
d fficnlt to nlalie this sli~tc~lrcnt I ~x*oul,l ask, is it 
cot tllp rebponsibility of t11c rjresel1t Illiuistpr of 
Lab0m.l 1s it not the r e s p o a ~ j b j l j t ~  of the G o , y e r ~ ~ -  
a ~ e n t  ? Mr. Jack was Assistant Labour Co~n~-~lissione; 
-c-hrn Air. Burroxes was Labcur C(,mmissionl~r, No- 
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Commissioner; he was acting for  nearly a year an13 
~t seems to  me it might I,e no faul t  of the officer, nlay- 
Lc i t  is how God lllade him. T filld him to be a gentle- 
man, but I do say you callllot go on ~ v i t i  a Depart- 
i ~ ~ e l l t  where the Aclnlillistvatioll itself had the oppor- 
tunity of making hi111 Head oE the Department, but  
?icl not and side-stepped him for someone else, alld 
tile oiie we brought here xvel aye not maki l~g  use of. 
The Minister iilust admit this. The scheme was one of 
those voluntary exoduses that you get a t  some period 
o i  your history. 111 the ecoilomic position of Barba- 
dos, ~ ~ o r l c e r s  started out 011 this trek to the Unitecl 
liingdolll to seeli better c>mployment; and the Illinisiel 
will reilzeniber that when i t  was brought here to the 
House about tlie jobs ill the T;nited Kingdom, it 
caused a bit of hilarity because a t  that time i t  -\vas 
regarded as a big joke that 4018,0UO vaeal~cies existell 
i n  the Ullited Hingclom. A t  that  time the Govern- 
rllent dicl not see there was a chance of starting 3 
scheme and that  there should send and find out how 
things were, but from the pressure of the Opposi4 
tion  who^ made an  issue of it the Gorernment inves- 
tigated and found there was opportmlity in t i~i.  
I1ni ted Kingdom for emplo~meizt. 
6.45 p.m. 

Mr. Pickwoad was oil leave i n  the United Icing- 
dam, and during tilne the Hon. hIinister of 
Labour was also ill the United The 
Minister agreed tiiat INl-. Pickwoad should renlai,l 
in  the United Kingdom to  go into these possibilities 
of helpiilg the workeri there. 1 have that Ii.. 
P~ckwoad has done a gcod job, but  I say also tha t  
whereas you have a I . ia~son Officer ilh the Xnite.1 
l(in8dom to  hell] P ~ O P ! ~  when jobs are  available, you 
have a difficulty ill ycur local Department i n  which 
YOU have appoirted a Labour Commissioner. why 
do You not make the best Use of your Departmelit "! 
I do not like this idea of leaving the Department 
~ - j t h o u t  its colll~lemelll of senior staff;  you have 
made use of tile jurors i n  the Department, but  on? 
"'~"ld kllow how he feels n'hen matters have to  ke  
g e l ~ e d ,  and the L a b o ~ r  Commissioner is perform- 
11% duties other than  hose connected with Labour. 

The Acting La5our Commissioner has beell 
called by the Go~ernment  to do so many things, 
that there is a terrific amount of work thrown ,211 
this Illan. I u:lderstan(! that he is  due for leave, but  
he canllot go on leare r !lea the Labour Conmissiolloy 
1"Llt; he has to wait until the Labour Conlrnissjoner 
"et"l.11s here ! The position is hard on hirc. The Hon. 
premier is head of the Government ancl hp knows 
that he ha? objected to the iclea of some people-not 
ui th  regard to the prtsent incumbent in thc Labour 
~~cpal.tlllellt, but he hat expressed vi-,l,s with 
xard to some other people in  the past. yo~c waste your 
time in  going to a meeting; [I-Ion. M. E. COX: The 
Labour Departmelit is not a Debating Society.] Tkl. 
Chairmall of a Col1ciliation Meeting is a person w11o 
j l ~ l p s  both sides ill reschillg agreement : he is not s 
tepson who is just siftillg d o ~ m  and hearivg bsoth 
'Ides. I s a ~ i l l g  thrf  apar t  from Mr. Jack anc! 
Mr. Parris ill that  offi('e, i t  is not fa i r  to call upoil 
'he ~ t h t r s  to perform the duties of the office; there- 
fore, the positioll is t h a t  the Island is left with tv.,, 
i"emons ill that  office t o  hold ally serior?~ meeting. 
Tf ' there are  ally serious meetings to talie place in 
thiq Department, they are  routed i n  such a way that  
the Lahonr Commissioller must deal with them. There 
.;-ere 21 matters to be dealt with, including matterq 
relative to the  Barbadcin Light and Po~ver  Company. 

I do not believe ?hat the public is aware of the 
body made any  recommendations that he shonld be J. tderance, the patience and the restraint which one 
Labour Cornrmissioncr. I want to say this:  I do not has to use in  getting c ~ r t a i n  matters dealt with, all 
want to be hard on any  officer because some peopl? ~f which cannot be pn;31ished and  most of Fhich is 
felt he arts not  strong enough, to be made Labour censored. [ASIDES] J have written to you a letter 



about the Labour Department ia connection T V ~ I ! ~  
what I said, and that letter n a s  not published. I an1 
riot dealing with the ddvocate ne\vspaper; 1 am rc- 
ferring to the Beacon newspaper. I am not saying 
dnythil~g about the iuipertinent replies which har? 
keen sent to us saying that the General Secretary 

the Barbados Workers' Union ought to be discip- 
lined. I t  is no wonder that the employers feel ths? 
they should be rude and impertinent enough to tell 
11s what we should do. However, they will be put in  
zheir places in  due course. 

Relative to this Department, there is no point 
allowing the Labonr Comlnissioner to remain iii 

the United Kingdom. I do agree tha t  we should go 
into this of emigration, and I would lik? 
to say to the Hon. Minister that he was not so ell- 
ihusiastic about this matter when i t  was first nzrw 
tioned. He m-as laughir~g a t  the idea that these jobs 
mere available in the United Kingdom. 

Hoi: R. G. MAPP : The debates have been go- 
ing on ~moothly so far, but when the hon. memb-r 
goes on in this way, I must ask him to stick to the 
facts and not go out into the realm of the imaginary. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I t  is not a debating 
point. I say that the ISon. Minister was not enthil- 
siastic when the matter was first mentioned; hs 
laughed a t  the idea thct there were these jobs avail- 
able in  the United Kingdom. [Hon. R. G. MAPP: 1 
laughed a t  the idea of there being some 700,000 jobs 
available in the United Kingdom. Before the hon. 
senior member for St. Philip raised the question, it 
was raised by the hon. senior member for the City 
and I am saying that tile Hon. Minister, at that time 
Fecause the inforrnatjo~i was not available to him, 
laughed at  the idea. If the information had reached 
l-is Ministry, he would have said that the jnbs were 
:~va,ilable. I do not biame him for that ;  1 am jusl 
pointing out that when the emigration schem 
\tarted, members of the Opposition felt that here was 
a good opportunity f ~ x  Barbadians, they saw that 
.Jamaicans were going to  England in large ilumber?, 
an(? they pressed this Government into doing some- 
thing about this mattor. I am %lad to see that ihc 
pressure of the Opposition has caused the tiovernment 
f o  do something which has proved to be profitabi?. 
I give the Government credit for doing somethi>ng 
profitable but i t  did not stem from them; it stem- 
med from those who saw the need of this trek. I shon1.j. 
like to say that there are some members of this House 
today who would like to die and leave their mone) 
in the Bank, but  they :vould like the id5a of paying 
~ e o p l e  a shilling a day for their labour. Some would 
like legislation passed against workers. 
6.55p.m. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : The honourable member 
l ~ a s  been given a lot of latitude. He must t ry  a wee 
h i t  to speak on emigration. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I did not intend to 
stray, Mr. Chairman, 1 was only drawing an  anal- 
o , ~  to show that when you raise certain issues, 
there! is likely to be objection purely based on men- 
tal approach to the issue. The whole idea of 
emigration also proves this question because people 
would not emigrate if enough work for them to do 
was in  this country. 

Sir, the more illdustrial disputes you have, t h ~  
more it is going to reflect o n  the organisation which 
you have to settle trade disputes. I t  is needles\ 
for me to tell you that I feel your going to the 
Labour Department with a trade dispute is a waste 
of time. Your set up  in the L a b ~ u r  Department 
has begun to lose the confidence of both the employers 
and workers sections and if you want to know what 
I am saying is true, any member of the Government 

go and read the Minutes of the Council of the 

Barbados Workers' Union or ask any meiiiber of the 
I'nion what he feels about it. I only have evpresseti 
that for the I-1o1i. Minister of Trade to understand 
nhat  is taking place in the Labour Departinttnt and 
em counselling him not to treat incinstrial concilia- 
tion as something of no importance. I am very glad 
that 1 can say that there is nothing in  the Barbados 
\T70rkers' Unioii which can be regarded as political 
as it could be regarded when the Hon. Premier was 
President. 

AIr. CHAIRMAN: Are you still speakitig on 
emigration? Certainly this topic of the B.JJT.U. has 
ilothing to do with it. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Chairnian, you 
really cannot discuss the Labour Department unless 
you discuss vis a vis organisations which have some- 
thing to do with the Labour Department. I was 
pointing out to the Hon. Minister of Trace the necea- 
sity of having the Labour Commissioner back ill his 
Office. The analogy I was azaking was based on that. 
I was pointing out that in a small community like 
tkis, issues of an  industrial character were being 
roped into things political ( I  am not saying that it 
is political). It was false io say so even when the 
Elon. Premier was President of the B.W.U. but be- 
cause he was whom he was, the newspapelrs of this 
colony mould make a noise and talk about v-hat is 
constitutional. Even though i t  is not so now, you 
still have matters of an industrial nature regarded 
ns something political. There is not such ar, associa. 
tion in these issues because nothing which has been 
drawn to the attention of the Labour Comiizissioner 
lias any political significance; it is purely industrial. 
I do repeat that if something is not done to staff 
the Labour Department witk senior officers, this 
Island will always find itself confronted with serious 
difficulties because when you lose the confidelice of 
?he people it means that you cannot settle things 
easily. 

The question that th& sunz of $558,520 be voted 
under Head X X X I  was put and resolve? iin the1 
nfirunatiue quithout clioisiolz. 

Head XXXI1.-Highways And Transport 

Head X X X I I  - H<ghzvays and Transport. ~ l ~ a s  
ca,lle&. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, there ar? 
a few Ite~ms to be added under this Head. They are 
as follows :- 

Item 17 ( a )  (New)  - Scnior Clerk - $2,280. 
Provision of $2,280 (to be voted) for the salary 

of a Senior Clerk on scale $2,280 X 120 - 3,000. 
Item 18 - Clerks - $8,396. 
Increased by $600 (To be voted) to $8,996 to 

provide for the salary of an  additional Clerk. 
Item 26 - C.O.L. Allowance - $54,000. 
Increased by $261 (To be voted) to $54.261 to 

provide allowances for  additional staff. 
I now beg to move that the sum of $1,017,267 be 

voted under this Head. 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H, CUMMINS: I beg to second 

that. 
Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, i t  is gratify 

ing in dealing with this Head to know that I do not 
have to make part of the comments as regards mis- 
management of the Department which one found 
lmavoidably to make in that deplorable "Skinner" 
era. However, there is a matter which is a question 
of policy which was also raised by way of questions 
and which was also mentioned when discussing this 
Head annually. It comes under the aegis of the 
Minister of Social Services rather than the i\liniste~ 
under whose portfolio the Department falls and I 
would like the Minister to agree with me when I say 
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that  the time is ripe for a dec&ioii to be taken i n  
connection with the Uilestablished Staff'. I am speak- 
ing on Item 25 if you insist on niy nainiizg the Item. 
People of the Uilestablished StaE are paid a t  the end 
of a week in  respect of the nuiliber of days which they 
have worked; therefore, as you know in those week; 
In which there is one holiday or two llolidays (on 
vhich days they do not work), their pay paclret is re  
duced by the number of days. Particularly is i t  
heart-rending when one thinks of the week that  
Christmas takes place. It is hard when there is only 
one Bank-holiday bu t  hon. members will remembei 
that on the last occasion there were two Bank-holi- 
days: so you can see that  members of the Unesta'o- 
lished Staff were only remunerated for three and a 
half days instead of five or five and a half days. Z 
think it is time to  have this matter settled so that pe.s 
plo who work all  the working days in a week in whicli 
there is  a Bank-holiday or  two should be paid £01 
that day or  days as well. Xol doubt, that is a matter 
on which the local Tories will take violent and un- 
compromising action but they are  unfortunately in  
the minority. The matter should be mewed with fav-  
our by tbis Socialist Government ; i t  should IDnd fav- 
our  with them without any  prodding. We are eom- 
ing to the  Easter Season and in  the week preceding 
Easter there is Good Friday, a day on which these 
people will not be able to work as well as the follow- 
m g  Easter Monday. Everybody who are working 
by the week in  these weeks in- which Good Friday 
and Easter Monday falls should be paid a full week's 
Pay. l 

7.05 p.m. 
That is one thing which the taxpayers of thi5 

island would be glad to share as  a financial burden, 
and l am sure you regret a t  this moment being i n  the 
position you are and  that you cannot lend vocal sup- 
r o r t  to what I am saying. But  the matter calls for 
n,uch needed assistance. We have been crying out 
against this wrong for too long for  the matter to con- 
tinue as  it is, and again, Sir, you will remember 1 
raised the matter time and again about giving our 
employees time for  such a n  event. Even certain of our 
business houses are g i ~ i n g  time off without a;iy 
reduction to their monyy. There was a n  effort mad? 
*vhen the Australians were here. Some employee. 
\$*ere given time off; it was not done in a  holesal sale 
r lanner but it was a trial  scheme. 111 no  more than  a 
frw days a n  English Cricket Team will be here. l 
P do not know if the siores are giving time off. ['? 
VOICE : Yes, they are  giving some time off !] The 
hon. member saps time will be given. Well, Mr. Act- 
:nc Chairman, if a Socialist Government allowed big 
bnsiness to set them an  example i11 giving a square 
deal to its employees, that would be a shocking thing. 
Let i t  be clearly understood and, let my colleagues 
understand, that if the employees of commercial 
rnterprises will get time off without a red~~ct ior ,  
from wages to watch cricket, ( aad  cricket is almost 
infinitely the religion of tbis country) surely the 
Ninister of Labour should be able to  persuade his 
Cabinet colleagues to issue instructions that  similar 
time be given to GOT-ernment employees. Tha 
Cabinet must set  the Capitalists the example as to 
how to r u n  a welfare state. You can imagine thrt 
c,uality of their work and the time wasted when an 
important cricket match is on. They are going t o  
pause 30 seconds by  the nearest Redifussion to get 
the latest score. The amount of work done, there, i u  
hardly going to be worth while, if you ignore the 
fact tha t  there is a cricket match on:  and we know 
more than anything else they want to be present 
and enjoy the game. And continuing on this sub- 
ject of ~nesta~blished staff, I think there should be 
RI,  effort made to provide transport for  their workers 
t o  and from their work, not those who have cars 

and travelling allowance, but just as the Teleyrhon~ 
Company and the Barbados Light and power 
Company do i n  transporting their workers by 
vehicles to the place a t  which they will be working. 
These things have been overlooked too long and are  
~xpec ted  to  be remedied in a Socialist \veli'are State. 
'llhese are matters that should be attended to without, 
iur ther  delay. So, Sir, l a m  lovliing forward to, 
~ e e i n g  a n  entire cessation of work by casual labourerj 
on the same days when the stores al,e closed down 
bnd there must of course be no reduction in  thei? 
day's pay, m1 adverse effect on their pay packet. 
Let the Hon. Minister for  Labour realise that in a 
move like that he would get the whole-hearted support 
01 the Chamber. H e  needs not to be afraid of the  
Stores, because they are doing it. They find good re- 
sults the next day. I ccunsel Government to do it and  
I am sure they will receive the applause of the 
~ ~ u b l i c  and they stand to lose nothing by  such a n  
exhibition of kindness towards our  public employees. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Speaking under the same 
Head, I must say that according to the similarity of 
the vote there has not been much imagination dis- 
played i n  the Estimates where this Department is 
concerned. Highways and Transport has always 
been a source of seasonal unemployment and  because 
of the density of the Barbados population and the 
nultiplication of tenantries almost annually, there 
should be some higher estimate where road construc- 
tion is concerned. The amount of estimated staff, I 
tliink, should have been substantially increased this 
year, but of course the hIinister may give the very 
accefptable excuse that the expense of a much greater 
volume of work this year would be too much in  view 
of the Deep Water Harboilr Scheme. I f  that is the  
general excuse, i t  will have to be accepted. B u t  
there is too much conlplaint right now in  country 
aleas from road workers because the, vote has been 
cshausted. This is a very prevalent complaint an- 
i~ua l ly  and i t  shows a laclr of corretlating the two 
i hings : seasonal employment and the provision c.1 
highway reconstruction. There are still tenantry 
roads is1 this  colon^ in a deplorable state ancl they 
are inevitable with the increase of population and  
the multiplication of tenantries; so tha t  in  fntnre I 
I\-ould advise Government that  when i t  conles to 
Estimates on transport, never to think of i t  separately 
from its 1-elation to the seasonal employment in this 
country which is traclitional, and always to remem- 
ber that with the  increase in population from decade 
lo  decade n. super expanse of road constrnction is a n  
absolute necessity. I t  is not merely finding work 
for  ~ ~ ~ o r k ' s  sake. I t  is a necessity and a t  the same time 
fills a di r r  need in the social co.:lditions of the colony 
7.15 p.m. 

Mr. GODDAED: Mr. Cliairmau, I arm glad .11 
see that in  the major scheme of works, they have1 a~ 
least considered that, from the Garrison u p  needs re- 
surfacing because I see i n  the appendix to which lt 
applies, I tem 66 : the Garrison, Haunching and Re- 
surfacing approximately t ~ v o  iniles length $17,400: 

This is one of the most travelled roads in  this 
Island, and although it is in  quite good orde4r, the  
surface is bumpy. If you put  a little extra  pressure 
in your tyres you have to slow right down. 1 am 
glad to see that they have considered that road, and 
in the very near  future, the whole thing vTill be ex- 
tended. They hav'e re-surfaced the corners frequently 
so to prevent skidding. If a road has been used con- 
stantly over a period of years. the surface becomes 
smooth, and I have seen the buses skid along there. 1% 

is Galy recently that I brought down someog~ who sm,rc 
that he would rather walk to town than get into 
one of these buses, because they skid along there. 

Under the Item, "Plant, tools , spares and  
equipment," I am suggesting to the Hon. 3~vllnlster 
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that some trailer should be bought for the purpose 
of transporting the tractor along the high~vays. 1 
have seen that tractor go up &iver Road, turn  
across Martindalea Koad and go down by Queen':; 
Park and cut up  all the road. About two weeks 
after that, they mended the tracks and in the next 
week, the same thing was done. Only this week this 
tractor was travelling down Broad Street, and i~ 
was cutting up all the road. I repeat that they should 
get a trailer for the purpose of transporting this 
tractor; they will probably find that they will 5 2  
able to use i t  more often, and the tractor will get 09 

the spot more quickly. I would like that matter to 
be taken up with the Ilirector of Highways ant1 
Transport, in case the Hon. Minister has not though% 
of it. 

As regards the question of road iniprovemen~,, 
T see that there are quite a number of dangerous 
bends throughout tile Island, and they are being 
t:rckled gradually. 1 also know that there are some 
others which are not notlceu. There is a dangerowl 
bend near ' ' Lyrias " along Sargeant 'S Village, a 
load which is vwy much used. The Bank Manager 
mho lives at  ",yrias," has said that he has had 
to telephone ths Police Department in coiziiection 
with accidents having taken place around that bend. 

As regards the question of out-flows to th* 
sea, that is another innovation which was started 3 

Fear or two ago. Those which have already been 
completed seem to be working very well, but thay 
a ~ i l l  need some attention to be paid to the~nl. They 
bave put one in  the Rockley District last year, and 
1 think that it is working well: I say, that there is 
the need for one at  "Cacrabanlr" Hotel and one ai  
the "Windsor" FIotel. There, the sea has receded, 
Ihe water flows from the main high~vay and gathers 
s t  the back of the premises and stinks. I comKnenc1 
the Hon. Afinister for the actioil which he has taken, 
and I ask hiin to take note of the things I h a w  
said, carry them back to the Departnlrent and se3 
that these suggestions are worked on. 

Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: There are one or two 
things which I would like to know in respect of this 
I3ead. Item No. 55, "Transport," is one of the I te~ns  
which 1 will pick out to draw to their attention, but 
I shall always remind any Chairman of Committees 
that when I am speaking on a Head of the Estimates, 
I am speakillg on all of the Items which are not fixed 
by law. Therefore if I stray from one Iteni to the 
other, you, Mr. Chairman, will realember that, I an1 
trying to avoicl any u~ipleasantness; 1 am speaking 
on the Items from No. 55 to 68. I do not want it to be 
said that I have taken advantage of the Chair. and 
therefore I have selected froill Item So. 55 to ltein 
KO. 68 on which to speak. 

The note to Item No. 55 says this: 'This Item 
has been increased to reprePeilt the true cost of oper 
atiug the present establishment of vehicles." I can- 
not find any other part of the Estimates on which I can 
properly ask the question, but I would like to lilloa 
and I am aslring the Hon. Minister to tell us, some 
t hiiig about tne buses 

Mr. ACTIXC: CHAIRMAK : 1 take it that that 
note means the cost of operating the vehicles in use 
:. t t h ~  Depart~lleiit of Highways and Transport. 1 (30 
not think the buses are ~ncluded in these vehicles, 
the buses are the concern of the Barbxdos Transport 
Board. 

Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: Will the hon, meinber 
shorn- rile any part of the Estimates where that has 
been mentioned ! 

Mr. ACTING CHArRMAK : The hca .  member 
desires to speak on this Head, but T do not think i t  is 
for me to search for an r  Item for him. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I quite agree with tha t ,  
that is why I have picked out these Items. 1 could 

dasily argue that the Director of Highways and  
Transport has been taken from his substantive dutieb 
and put in charge of Transport. I am therefore sug- 
gqt ing  that before I proceed to offer criticism, 1 
should ask the Hon. Minister of Communications 
to give me some information on this matter because 
we have a new Department, there is no Head m the 
Estimates about it, and the public is interested in 
:he matter. 1 am taking this opportunity to ask the 
Hon. Minister for some information, and if you do 
not see any objection to that, I am doing so. 
'7.25 1; m. 

Sir, I am sure you will take no objection to 
that because I am speeking under the Head. I would 
like the Hon. Minisle:. of Communications to be 
i~ble to tell this Comrnjttee for the benefit of the 
public what is the true position as regards the Tran- 
sport System of whleh thz Director of Highways 
and Transport is in charge. I will reserve any 
comment on that ma',ter until he says something 
I am s w e  I am singing no solo when I ask this 
q7%lestion because i t  is ;l, matter on which the entire 
Committee would like to know something. 

On the question of Item 63, repairing a11tT 
resurfacing parish roads, parish of St. Michael, and 
the subsequent Items f2r the parishes of St. Andre~v 
St. Lucy and St. Joseph, I would like to say a t  the? 
outset that the Director of Highways and Transpo(t 
is doing a very fine job (and I do not praise >-oL~ 
:oday and not tomorrow) and has been giving of 
his best: and his best is the best. He  has beell 
doing a very fine job and is a reasonable man to 
get on n i th  also. On the question of the repairs 
and resurfacing of these parish roads I would like 
the Minister in charge to tell us something about. 
the remainder of thi; tenantry roads that shoul(1 
be constructed in St. Btichael. I will offer no critic 
ism on this point until he has explained. 

Hon. A$. E. COX, Leave that until you come 
to Capital Expenditure. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: If you give the explan- 
ation now you will no: have to give i t  under C a p h i  
IiCxpenditure. 

Hon. M. E. COX Mr. Chairman, so far  as  t h r  
buses are concerned tbat is not bcfore us today, 
hut I would like to assure hon. members that it 
is the intention of t h ~  Government to put  the trll,. 
positica of the running of them before the House 
as soon as c i r cnms tan~~s  permit. I know hon. mem- 
bers will agree that this matter of taking over the 
buses has been referred to arbitration; i t  is s 
matter of secrecy; therefore, we should have no 
debate on it which would tend to prejudice feel- 
jngs one way or the other. 

Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I do. 
not know what the hon. member means by not having 
any debate on it. Thai insinuation :nay be all well 
:or Government mernl>es but not for hon. members 
on this side of the Table. Here it is, we are in the 
position that months ego the buses were taken over 
1.v the Government and since then there has been 
aWbreakdown in negotiations. Must the public accept 
that up  to now with your Board of Arbitration 
having been set up long ago, nothing is done ant1 
nothing is arrived at'! Something is wrong. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN May I enquire of the hon 
rnember under what jtem is he speaking? I se2 
uothing concerning buses. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, T have 
already told you thq Item on which I am sp~aking. 
I have already told the Chair that I am speaking on 
:r!l the Items to be c,derl and while i t  is difficult to 
find one Item to pertarin to this matter, I am not 
xoing to speak a t  any nznecessary length on it. 
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I knom- the IIoii. Minister is aware that the 
matter is causing the r.wners of these buses nluch 
uneasiness and the public is very much concerned 
as to w'ilat they are takixg over and what benefits 
art: to be derived fro= the service. We appreciate 
the Minister's reply ;hat m due course and as cir- 
c-stances permit, (if I may use his honoured 
?hrase) the matter will be brought to the House, 
but I must tell him that this House is generally 

S c ~ i t ,  Sir, on this whole question, therefore, of 
'I'ransp;ort, one would like to know, folr instance, if 
.l11 this tra>elling allowance which you have here -dr 
cnder Item 27, $27,000 covers the travelling not only 
of the Director but the other officers attached to the 
Iiighways and Transport Department for looking 
d t e r  the buses which have beell tzken over by the 
Government. This is a question which I am entitled 

, '0 ask. If that is so. - - . . 
concerned with the matter because i t  has been j 
delayed too long. 

We observe in the Press a notice callillg for 
oEcers to run the Transport System; then, on the 
ether hand, we have been hearing rumours that the 
Government is not going to run  them. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am afraid that the h o a  
senior member for the City is dealing with a matter 
which not appear under this Head or before 
concerning buses. The a n i s t e r  has spoken of 
tration which is rather wide also. 

Mr. E. D. MOTl'LEY: With the greate,', re. 
spect, Mr. Chairman, that is a matter for you and 
not for me. I am going to speak on Transport. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN If the hon. membrr con- 
tjnues to speak on buses, I will have no alternntlvs 
'jut to rule him out of order. 

Mr. E. D. 1SOTTLEY: I have asked twa 
questions and the Mj~iister has answered one. Let 
me pu t  it this way: is it or is it not a fact that the 
Director of Highways and Transport is carrying 
out the duties of Officer in charge of the Transport 
Board? If i t  is a fact,, why must hon members ~ , f  
this Committee shut thc,ir mouths up  and say nothiu:r 
a t  all about i t ?  I am going to speak on Item 35, 
Transport. This is not an  Item that is fixed by 
law, therefore I can speak on i t ;  you cannot stop me. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN Are you telling me what to do. 
7.35 pm. 

Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEP: I am discussing th? 
Director of Highways and Transport, the activities 
of the Officer attached to the Highways and Tram- 
1101-t Department othrr than those laid down here in 
ihe laws of this country. 

Mr. CHrIIRMAN: Tell me what I t ~ i n .  
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: All the Items not fiu2J 

by law [A VOICE : Same the Item.] Trarellillz 
;tllowances then! You had better change positioll ar1t;l 
pnt the Premier in the Chair. 

Hon. G. H.  ADAMS: 011 a point of order, 1 
hope this Ccnlnittee will not allorv any Minister o i  
1,rivate member to ignore the ruling of thre Chair. I 
a m  speaking 011 the who'le snbject and T ~ p p e a l  to thc 
members of the Committe to ass~st the Chair in th:: 
ruling. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I have told you what, 
I am speaking on. If you want to be Premier and 
Chairman, you rule. I am spea.king on the Items not 
fixed by law. All you have to do is to rule. Tht: 
Speaker can come and rule. . . . . . 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Let me inform the hon- 
ourable senior member for the City if lie strays 
on any Item that is not to be voted, I will rule him 
.ent of order. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: And I will born. 1 am 
+peaking on all the Items to be voted by law and I 
will select 27 - Travelling Expenses. 

Now, let us  begin by saying that the Travelling 
Allowance aptplies to the Director of Highways and 
Transport. Is  that right or wrong? I t  applies to thc 
Director of Highways and Transport, and I am sub. 
nzittiag that the Director js nsing that Travellinc 
allolvance which iq put in the Estimates for  another 
purpose other than duties prescribed here and these 
dutim are to look after the Transport system which 
the Government has taken over. Do you rule me out 
~f wder on that, Sir l 

Mr. CXIAI~~MAN: May 1 draw to tile 
honourable senior member for the City 'S attention 
that the note reads: "Paid m accordance with 
+he Travelliw ~ l l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  negulationsv. 

Mk. E. D. MOTTLEY: Maybe you can draw 
,,+.her things to my attention. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I t  is nothing t~ do wit3 
tnvelling. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTI.EY: If i t  is in the kn0i.r.- 
ledge of the honourable inembers of this Chamber 
that the Officer is doillg something you know is not . 
 art of his duty, are you n& entitled to e r n e  in  here $ 
arid ask something about i t ?  What ~ ~ o u l d  be the 
members' position? If i t  has been drawn to my atten- 
tion that he has been put in charge of the buses, may 

o 
I be permitted to ask if he is remunerated for t h ~  
extra services of looking after the tramp& service 
of Barbados, and if so how much? All these things 
?&-e are entitled to know because eight months ago 
YOU set up a system, took over the buses of the island, 
the Zn i s t e r  said WC have been nnable to settle be- 
c:iuse i t  has gone to arbitration. Tt is very well for 
hiin to say he should not like to discuss it. From 
his point of view, I agree he cannot discuss it. The 
Chvernment's discussing it would arejudice the 
matter. 

I do not want to let the Chair feel I am taking 
rdvantage of my position as a member. If the hon- 
curable senior member for St. Joseph feeb the 
l~onourable Chairman is not good enough for the 
Chair, he can find a better member to put in  th:: 
Chair. 1 say that quite honestly. There are some t h z ,  
n ould be like a red rag to a bull, because they would 
he so prejudiced that you could not keep certain X 
members in order, so I do not want to take advantagc 
cf my position. So this travelling allowance is for 
troing work connected with Highways and Transport 
~ l 1 d  what not, and if it is drawn to our attention that 
the Director of Highn-ays and Transport and other 
Officers are using and getting paid out of this $27,003 
'or doing work other than connected with Highways 
ilnd Transport, but connected with the Transpor~ 
iystem, which is a new system which the Govern- 
ment has taken over we are entitled to know. We 
.\.ant Government to know we are not sleeping upon 
this. Just as Government feels this has gpne to arbi 
tration, nothing has been done and the balance is 
there, we in the Opposition are watching very care- 
fully, and I would like to know - I do not criticlige 
the Minister's reply because I think it is one of thos? 
replies when you are in doubt and not sure of the 
2nswer which you should give-but 1 think this even- 
i"g, even if I sing a solo on this question that the\. 

do a measure of good if they would let us 
know how the position stands, how we are to vie\.i 
the matter of the buses they have taken over and 
the service, and finally, I yould like to ask the Minis- 
ter one last question. I do not suppose he is goin/; 
to deny that the Director of Highways and Transport 
is in charge of that entire set-up. I mould like to v 

if he is paid extra and from what soureel he i~ 
di aid? To avoid rumours the only persons to sett13 
them are the members of the Government. Therefore, 
if it is a fact that he uses i t  from here, we cannot tell 
it' he is paid extra and from what source for takinq 
cilargte of the whole system. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Acting Chairman, to  
xnswer the honourable senior member for the City h 
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will promise the hon. member, however, to t a k B  
up the question of the payment of "regular casuals" 
for Bank Holidays. As the hon. member knows, 
these casuals get holidays, sick leave and so on, and 
IE they work for a nllmber of years, they qualify 
:or gratuities. Although the Act does not specificaLi:,. 
say that, they are given that consideration. 

The hon. member also raised the pcint of trani- 
porting workers to an11 from their work. That is a 
question in respect of which I know the workers fvcl 
they have a grievance. and I must admit, I feel su 
too. Reports have been coming to me to the effect 
that these workers are not paid enough to ennpt:I~ 
them to meet their travelling expenses to ancl fro11 
their work, and I am prepared to go into that matt?). 
~ 4 t h  a view to seeing whether we could not make 
arrangements whereby the lorries which go on the 
&p_. could take the workers there and r m a i n  fo: 
them until the work is over. That spstein was not 
instituted because lorry drivers arc supposed to g?; 
back in a little before 4 o'clocli, arid if they remaix 
cut  you xvill have to pav them for some overtim?. 
Perhaps it ~vould be better to p a r  tkem that over 
ljm'e, and have thece ~vorkers transported, than to 
allow them to find tl~c.ir way h?nle after doing a hard 
day's work. Sonietimc., 1 take up 5,oine of these 
-.rorkers oil the road anrl T can say that they h a w  
;1 good case for consideration. 

The honourable junior lnenzber for St. John 
raised the question about the non-increase in the Tin- 
eqtablished StaiT. Ile said that that Staff should b- 
in-reased, bearing in mind the development of ten- 
,111trie; for which roads are provided. All tenantry 
loads are repaired from Capital Funds, a i d  when 
I ILOQP roads are repaired thev will not require any sur- 
f a c i n ~  for another two years or so. Yon callnot build 

I 

Head XXXIII-Civil Aviation 
Head XA-XIII - Civil Aviution was cdled. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, there arcA 

certain I t ea s  to be adrle'd to this Head. They are a 
follows :- 

Item 3 - Co?ttrol OIficers - $4700. 
Increased by $1,5120 (To be voted) to $10,620 t t, 

providc for the salary of an additional Control 
Gfficer. 

Item 8 - Swp?~visor, Fire Sewices -- $1,200 
Provision of $1,200 (Fixed by Law) to be deleted 

?;h the post of Snpervisor, Fire Services is to b? 
:~bolished. 

Itelm 9 - Crask Pircnzen -- $3,898. 
Provision of $3.398 (Fixed by Law) to be deleted 

a s  the 4 posts of Crash Firemen are to be abolished. 
Itenz 10-Auxiliary Crash Firemen-$9,687 
l'ro\~ision of $9,637 (Fixed by Law) to be deletzri 

as the 14 posts (of Auxiliary Crash Firemen are to bz 
:~bolished. 

Item l1 - Gncstablished Staff -- $12,625. 
Increased by $1,311 (To be voted) to $13,936 to 

l'rovide two additional labr~nrrrs to earry out certain 
duties now performed by the Crash and Auxiliaxy 
Firemen. 

Item 12 - C.0.1;. illlowtrmc~ - $6,020. 
Redaced by $1,813 (To be voted) to $4,201 as a 

result of the redurtion in staff. 
Itern 20 - Uplc~ep of Vc!zicl.cs - $3,400. 
Reduced by $800 (To be votrd) to $1,601) as thc 

([pkeer, of existing tenders will be provided for ~ ~ n d e r  
Ilead X - Fire Brigade. 

first, I think he is well amape of the fact that the 
Director is the Director of Highways and Transpor, 
vhjch includes buses. That has been in the Act as hs 
~qi l l  remember since 1945. That nlaoes the responsi 
bility on him for seeing that the island's transpors 
is run, and run  efficiently. I think he also knows that 
even before the Government took over we had twc 
inspectors to go throughout the island and see t"l 
i~uses ilioved to time and that they were properly r a n ;  
~ n d  so the Director of Highways and Transport is 
still in that position to see that the island's traas- 
port including buses is run efficiently. Therefom, 1 7 1  

so far  as his reference to travelling is concerned, it 
is perfectly in order. I t  was so before and the vots 
has not been increased; you will see from the Esti 
mates that we have not increased the vote to look 
after the buses, in addition to the fact that he has 
not been given any renluneretion fcr being Chairman 
of the Board. The honourable senior inenlber for S t  
Lucy raised the point about casual workers in respect 
of bank holidays, and he also raised the point about 
gvingl time off to these workers to see cricket. 
'7.45 p . a .  

1 think i t  was when the Australians were here, 
c.r on the eve of their coming here, that the hon. 
member raised the polnt and he was told then that 
the matter would be mentioned with a view to 
acquiescing in the request or suggestion mzde by 
the hon. member. I am quite sure that that has beea 
done, and 1 am wond2ring if the hen. member did 
nait see some of his c~l~qti tuents  at  cricket during the 
hours when they ~vould have been working. 

& regards the point about paying casual workers 
for Bank Holidays, i t  1,s not so easy as i t  has bee:i 

, 11p your staff merely because you are con- 
structing a few more miles of tenantry roads; but 
you employ your 'Lcasuals" in the construction of 
those roads and the "regular casuals" provide the 
additional maintenance which is required for those. 
roads from time to time. 

The honourable junior member for Christ Church 
has raised two very valuable points. One is the ques- 
tion of the provision of a trailer for removing trac- 
tors and so on. That matter was discussed a year or  
so ago, and the Director of I-Iighways and Transport 
referred to i t  as a "prime mover". The matter was 
vostponed on acoount of the cost, but I do agree that 
we should have in that Department a "prime mover" 
because that would reduce the amount of hours of 
transport considerably. If you had to remove a roller 
from the Deplartnent to St. Andrew, for instance, 
that roller would be removed by this "prime mover" 
which would get there within two hours or so. Some 
firms may, from time to time, require something 
\.,hlch would carry a heavy load. I am prepared 
to discuss that matter in t ! ~  proper a ~ ~ a r t e r ,  and if  
the Minister of Finance agrees with it, a t  a later 
stage durillg this financial year, we can cokne dolwn 
with a Resolution for the purpose of purchasing 
this "prinle mover". I am convinced that it is news- 

for this Department to have a convenience such 
that. 

As regrards the bend near "Lvriasfl, I think lti 
;'?as about July last YPa? when we agreed to includr 
that bend in road improvement programme for 
this financial year. I agree that this bend is a danger- 
ous 0% and if some of it is C ~ l t  off, i t  would improve 

I the visibility considerably a t  that point. 

suggested. While on the one hand. I agree that con- . I do not think there is anything else to answer, 
s:.ieration should be given to those who are called 
.'negular casuals", on the other hand you cannot 

that consideration 

If I have not answered all the questions, I am quite 
willing to do sr, if I am reminded of them. 

The question that the surm of $1,017,267 be votecl 
under this Head was put a& resolved in tfic affhnm- might only work a few days with you, and then t h c ~  I , v e  withozLt divisioll 

CO off again. You mus: draw the line at  some poilll. I 
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Item 21 - Pzre Pq-otection - $2,400. 
Provision 01 $2,4110 (To be voted) to be deleted 

as the rnaint?nance and replacement of fire equip- 
ment will be undertaken by the Fire Brigade. 

Item 27 - Uniforezs - $3,175 
Reduced by $17300 (To be voted) to " 

X - Fire Brigade. 
We have transferred these Items to Head X- 

Fire Brigade; therefore, we delete them from 
Head. The sum to be voted is now $93,890- 

Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that the sum of 
$93,890 be now voted under this Head. 

Hon. DT. H. G. H. C U M ~ ~ ~ ~ :  I beg to sec- 
ond that. 

GODDARD: jyjr. Chairman, if we are r,?- 
moving this of miljntaining a ~i~~ Department 
at seaweU from this Head and putting it to the 
Head, Fire Brigade, for reamas, I 
d o  not thing the system under which the 
Vestry of St. *ichael is upon to pay  a pro- 

part of cost of the ~i~~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ d ~  is 
right. 

G. R. ADUS: The hone sellior member 
for the city raised that point and I assured hjul 
that the Act will have t c  be amended. 

Mr. 'ODDARD: am Ir 
hear that. Under Item 30-Transportation, I am 
going to ask the Miniiter i n  charge of this portfoliu, 
what is the present decision on transportation of 
workers to and from Seawell. We voted a similar 
hum last year and nothing has been expended. Tllis 
year the same sum has been put back in the Estl- 
mates. Is i t  going to be used or have you plans for 
ihe implementation of a promise you made? If ? 
may remind you, when you took over the buses smle 
seven months ago, I think i t  was the following week 
that workers at  Seawell were issued>with bus passes 
ro permit them to get to and from their place 21 
residence to their work at  Seawell. I t  was discovered 
when they went to us,? thew that there was some 
difficulty and those passes woere withdrawn. You 
promisecl to investigatt: the matter and let me kno>v 
comethifig about it. I am asking you if you have tni. 
information now. My other remarks can easily await 
the time when we are dealing with Capital Expeu- 
diture; they will be Inore appropriate under that: 
Head. 

Mr. R R O T m E R :  Mr. Chairman, I merely 
want to draw your attention to the apparently new 
item 31, expenses of 9.R.P. Surveyor. I do so be- 
cause I deprecate the expense to the taxpayers 91' 
this colony in having t o  provide for the cost of in 
spection for certificate of air-worthiness of a club'b 
aircraft. The only reason why I am not tempted to 
move the deletion of this Item from the Head is be- 
cause when this particular vehicle is in the air m 
rhe hands of obviously incompetent people i t  is liable 
to crash on some poor persm's head or home whiei~ 
may not have been insured and as a result may no: 
be in a position to recover the damage of the air- 
caraft. I t  is a shame that a few of the idle rich have 
nothing better to do than to invest their money in 
an unairworthy aircraft; and then to have someone not 
properly trained to n-anipulate i t  in the air. Onr: 
takes up  the newspaper only to see an article wyit- 
ten under the caption "Miss Bim in cane field." Or,? 
then reads that some novice piloting i t  over some cane 
field has make a forced landing in it. Why they 
did not do so over the sea, I do not know. I t  is ;t 

great hardship that taxpayers have to pay for th,. 
cost. of inspection for eel-tificate of airworthi~les~ of 
the Barbados Light Aeroplane Club's aircraft. 

There is the rumour that the Club hopes to get 
8 new aircraft from a gentleman who lives in t i l e  

U.8.A. Let us hope tkat if and when that pla:3. , 
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arrives ( I  do not know if they would be given one 
which was used in the I tab-Ab~ssinian War) that  

will be able to remain for some reasonable time 
overhead until i t  goes over the sea apd then let what 
liould happen sooner u r  later happen then. Nobow 
would be the worst of€ to see the last of that planc 
or any of the novices who hare nothing to do and 
plenty of time to become self-styled pilots of this 

8.05 p.m. 
Mr. SMITH: Mr. Acting Chairman, I reallv 

thought that bp  now the Government would h a i t  
prohibited that thing from going up  in the a r .  It 
will appear that the Government is encouraging it, 
tor they are going to grant this money. I was very 
nuch  afraid every time of Miss Bim landing an>- 
where a t  all. It has its own Airport anywhere and to 
the detriment of the x ) ~ ~ P ~ ~  this and 1 
am that G o v e m e n t  will take it very srri- 
O U ~ Y  and prohibit its going back in  the air, because 
one can never tell where it will land again. Somehow, 
the pilots do not go over the sea for some reason 
or another; that means they more Wmt to damage 
the people on land than darnage themselves, and as 
f a r  as this vote is concerned, I think the hon. meln 
ber for St. Lucy-if he would move the deletion of 
this amount, I am quite willing to second it, becauSt5 
we will not be encouraging such a thing. I t  is treacn- 
erous to the do not know who are the 
fiierq and I do not know who o . ~ ~  it, because some- 
lime ago I read that an engine and no quicker 
than it was up it was down. so I want some eaplana, 
tion on it from the Minister in charge. 

Mr. BRANCKER: The only reason why J 
would not move the deletion is because in the oplll 

!on of the Committee this gentleman is to be paid 
$253 to iilspect it and if i t  is not worthy i t  will not 
be allowed to go in thc air again. 

Mr. MILLER: What the hon. members so often 
forget, ,is that pioneers have always been the m]- 
ateurs. When the two VCTright Brothers of the Unit- 
ed States created a crude contraption that did fiy, 
in  spite of the criticism of the entire world, every- 
E O ~ Y  w'as anxious to get photographs of this stupid 
2nd ugly contraption. The same thing applied when 
the Ihtchman developed the submarine; i t  was mad- 
ness. These two good works were put by until the\, 
"ere perfected by Government rising one again.;t 
the other with fortunes to buy the Rights of these 
particular machiaes. Today we are all a~q'are of th7  
ilnportance to civilisatioii if we say nothing else, of 
the submarine. But what have we been doing in 
Barbados? You have a group of enthusiastic people 
interested in aircrafts who are willing by denial t o  
their pockets-to them it is a poor sport for the 
i h n d  rich and not of the idle-to throw pennies in- 
to the scheme. It is :lot regarded as a hobby, bnt 
what has been done in the R.A.F. we have been do- 
jng through this club. The vote in this Chamber is 
to provide the protection for the hon. membler who 
is afraid; that is to say, the Government would have 
the satisfaction that there is an, engineer that wonld 
issue this private Aeroplane Club with a certificate 
of air worthiness-the least the Government couid 
do to expect people to live under the training flight. 
of the craft. These are the arguments all  over the 
world, but I repeat for the hon. senior member for 
s t  Lucy and the hon. junior member for St. Joseph, 
l' am sure neither of them would be ~villing to travrl 
txcept in a plane. I thought the hon. members woulci 
have been willing to show sympathy and wpport the 
grant for the snrvival of the club, bnt  to the cou- 
trary. Little things amuse little minds bnt in caqp 
~ ' f  an emergency you ~vjould not tarry an4 wonder ~s 
though something from the high heaven would fall 



a n d  suddenly you woilld be swept into safety; and 
1 know the hon. member i n  case of emergency, would 
be among the first to  send off members of this cowl- 
t ry to the R.A.F. to support their cause. 

Hon. M. E. C J X :  &W. Acting Chairman, I 
would like to inform hon. members that originally 
this Item was being paid from the vote under t h j  
Head - Director of Civil Aviation when we had oilt, 
but the British Air TA-ansport Advisory Council r s  
commended that each country should pay for the 
services if necessary. 1% other words the person 
inspects this craft for air worthiness will have to 
be paid from the colony in which the inspection is 
made. Hitherto i t  was under D.C.A. who had a bloc!< 
vote, bu t  we are doing no less than what other col- 
onies are doing. As a matter of fact, in so far  as 
this is concerned, the other colonies are making a 
,.reater -. contribution to these Light Aeroplane Clubs. 
As regards the point raised by the hon. junior mem- 
ber for Christ Church, I have tried to get in tousli 
-&h the Director of Civil Avialtion and I will give 
him the information when I receive it. I apologise 
for not having the ini'crmation a t  hand. 

T h e  question1 that t h s  s u m  of $93,890 be voted 
vnder  Head XXXIII-Civi l  Auiafwvn uras put and 
.resolved in the affirmativle without division. 

Hon. G. H. ADABIS: Mr. Acting Chairman, 1 
beg to move that you report progress and ask leave 
to sit again. 

Hon. M. E. COX : I beg to second that. 
T h e  question was put and agreed to arnd Mr. 

Acting C h a i r m m  r o o r t e d  t o  Mr. SPEAKER wlicl 
resumed the  Chair and reported accordingly. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. G. H.  ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I beg t o  
move that this House do now adjourn for three- 
quarters of an  hour. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
T h e  q?r.estion was :out antd resolved in flbe affimi- 

ative withoztt division, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourur?t- 
ea' accordingly. 
8.15 p.m. 

, On, re-assenzbling, 

m. SPEAKER:  On the acljournment, tha 
!iouse was in Coinnlittee on the Estimates for the 
Gnancial year 1956-57. 

Mr. #PEAKER left  the Clzair, and the House 
reswmed Conzmittee on tllp Estin~ates,  Mr. BRPA.hT 
heisg in the Chair. 

Head XXXIV-Electrical Inspection 

Head X'XXIT7-Electrical Inspec-lion - was 
called. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Acting Chairman, I: 
an asking leave to make an  amendment to this Head. 

There being no objection, lcave, was granted the 
Hon. Premier. 

Hon. G. H.  ADAIkTS : The amendment is an in- 
crease to Item 9 as follows: 

I t e m  9-Casual and O t h ~ r  A s s i s t a m o ~ 2 , O O O  
Increased by $1,000 (To be voted) to $3,000 t o  

provide for the employment of an  Electrician to  ser- 
vice the electrical equipment at the General Hospital. 

I beg to move that t h ~  sum of $11,892 be voted 
under this Head. 

Hon. M. E .  C O X :  I be'g tn second that. 

T h e  question, that t h e  s u m  of $11,892 be voted 
under this Head was put m d  resolved in the  affirm- 
akive without division. 

Head XXXV-Housing 

Head XXX'V- Housirzy-was called. 
Hon. G. H. ADAlMJS: I beg to move that the sum 

of $150,000 be voted ~ulder  this Head. 
Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to second that. 
T h e  question ihat the sum of $150,0010 be voted 

under  this Head was p t  and r,esoZuled in the affimn- 
ative without divhion. 

Head XXXVII-Peasants' Loan Bank 

Head X X X V I I  - Peasmts' Loan Bank - was 
called. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that t h s  
sum of $19,000 be voted under this Head. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
M i .  B W N C K E R :  Under this Head, I notica 

that the Personal Emoluments in respEct of the Man- 
ager and other members of the staff are t o  be voted. 
l understand that for some time now, the Manager 
has retired or has resigned, and I am wondering if 
any steps have been taken to fill the post; I a131 
wondering whether his post has been filled and if any 
member of the Board will be good enough to say 
r h o  has been appointed. and if nobody has been 
appointed, why not ? 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Acting Chairman, I have the 
honour to be one of the members of this Board, 
[Ch.ear.s] and up  to now, I am wondering myself why 
this post has not been filled. [Lauqhter] .  I am 
uot resppnsible for the convening; of the meertinga 
nor the .fixing of the Agenda; I can only say that we 
have discussed the appointment when we. were about 
to advertise the vacancy i n  the Press ,and the Acting 
Manager had been appointed to  carry on until the 
cut-goin,g Manager had returned from his holiday. 
I do not know if the Manager has returned yet, 
fieither do I know what has happened. I feel that  it 
would be my duty to let this Committee know that. 
The hon. member on my right (Mr. Holder) is also 
a member of the Board, and not long ago we were 
discussing this matter. I do not know who is respon- 
sible for the hold-up ; I know that Sir Archibald 
Cuke was out of the island, but he has returned here 
long enough sol that a meeting could be held and 
the public told what is the position as regards the 
Manager. 

While I am on the subject of the Bank, I have 
asked a question [Hon. 18. H. ADAMS : That is out 
of order]. I do not know if 1 am out of order; I was 
only mentioning that by the way. Anyhow, I d~ 
cot need to go any further in the matter. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I would just like an explanation 
3s regards this matter of this decrease; why should 
there be such a large1 decrease of $78,492 under this 
Head in  respect of 1955-56 ? There is no explanation 
given here as to this large decrease. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : The hon. meqber will 
see from the note opposite that this amount of $19,000 
represents the Personal Emoluments and other 
charges. I f  the Hon. Minister of Labour has the file 
ii; his pmsession, he would be able to give the exact 
figures as to the state of the loans, and so on. How- 
ever, the note opposite really explains the position. 

Mr. LEWIS : I quite realise that the Hon. Min- 
ister is not familiar with this portfolio, but there is 
r;o explanation, I repeat, in the note as to why them 
is this large decrease. This is what the note says: 

"The Bank is a body corporate and meets its 
own expenditure, but it has been the practice for 



years to grant to the Peasants' Loan Bank, a n  amount 
equivalent to the cost of operating the Bank, to- 
gether with a sum e s t ~ n ~ a t e d  on the basis of new loans 
less repayments. " 

I udlderstand that, Lut I have none of the Supplc- 
ilientary Estimates being asked for thia Bank;  thid 
is really the first time that Z can reme~nber thak there 
has been given this sort of breali-down of the amount. 
There used to be a lump sun1 of money asked £0: 
i n  coniiection with the i'easants' Loan Bank;  they 
have been good enough, perhaps due to my critic~snl, 
to  show how the amount is  made up ,  I si~icerely 
~ lopc  that any decrease 111 the vote does not mealL 
the Bank will suffer; I see that they have pu t  down 
here a sum of $220,000 in  respect of loans. 

That is n h a t  we used to do. We used to give 1; 

a lump sum of rn0nt.v The only explanatio~l th> \  
have given US that  the money will be increased 
becaase of the increase in  running expenses. They 
:Ire now good enough to tell us that they have ~ U I L -  

ning expenses. If the sum is suf%cient for  that n~icl 
to make the necessary loan.;, it is ok&>- £01- me. 

l'lze q ~ ~ e s t i o ~ z  t l ~ a t  tke s m  of $19,000 be votcci 
iirhder Head XX7XT7ZI was put and resolved it!! tlqc 
affir~?zntice utithozrt clivision. 
9.20 p.m. 

Head XXXVIII-Old Age Peilsions 

f l e d  XXX'VZII-Old Age Per~sions w a s  cull(c:. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS : AIr. Chairman, I beg to 

il.ove that the sum of $511,515 be votecl undcr thi 
Head. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Hon. Dr. H .  G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairnlal! 

:~nder  this Head Item 'i, Old Age Pensions, the hon 
senior member for the  City asked about figures as 
regarck blind people from the age of 16 years up- 
,vards. I enquired bu t  there are no firm figures. TilL1 
Social Welfare Officer only knows those who are 
registered a t  the James Street Centre [A VOrC'E : 
That's a shame.] If they do not come for\wrcl to 
register, ho~v  mill mTe know? However, I beliere that 
llomT th? age limit is lowered they will come forward 
and register. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTIIEY: Mr. Chairmall, I ap- 
preciate the answer given me by the Hon. Jlinistcr 
of Social Services but  surely he should deprecatJ 
buch a n  answer conlulg from the Social TITelfare 
Officer. I appreciate i t  from him bcause that is all 
he could get. I askell him a simple question ancl 
the answer is easy to  get. Mr. Chairman, ~ v h r n  c 
mere dealing with the increase in the Old Ape  P(>n- 
sion, all that  we said over here was to the e f f r ~ t  t h , ~ ~  
you are saying you will give i t  to every blincl pcx!,- 
son from the age of 2.5 upwards. BTe said to yo11 tha4  
inasmuch as vou have amended your Bastard>- A.1 
and other laaws to say that a parent is responsibl! 
ror his children u p  t o  the  age of 16 years, that chil 
dren who are born blind, from 16 years npmTaid 
where the parent was not responsible they should 
Fe given a pension too. There are a number of ehil- 
dren who are blind between that ape and yot11 
qualifying ace of 25 years, but they could not bc 
so many;  therefore, we told you tha t  instead of mali- 
ing vour rlualifying age from 25 years that y o ~  
chould make i t  from '!G years becanw from the fi.:. 
11r'cs it would not cost any appreciable sum. 

This is not a criticism of the Hcn. i\Iinist(*i 
because he made a n  effort to  get the information for 
the Honse. It shows the incompetence of the Socia' 
Welfare Officer as w ~ l i  as the disinterestedness oj 
her. Do you mean to tell me that  she coulcl not trl  
you the various statistics in regard to  this matter 
Surely  she could get them from the various PO,,, 

Law Boards. I have asked the Minister a question, a 
ruestion tvhich would tend to relieve many of those 
lliiid persons between 16 years and  25 years. Therc 
mould hardly be many of them. I am sure from the 
view expressed on tha floor of this House that thl 
Hon. Minister seemed to  be i n  sympathy with that 
!view. Every year I gcl: a n  application froin a few 
,f them for assistance and 1 think most hon nlenl- 
sers must have got it too. A s  a matter of fact, thrl 
?on. j~ui ior  member for St.  Joseph actually se l~ t  
zvmebody fro111 that parish between the age of 10 
rears and 25 years to me. A r e  you really satisfied 
with that answer you get from your Social JJTelfar,. 
Ifficer? It I, \o easy ! I )  fincl out. 

Hon. Q. IT. ADAMS: He  is saying, go to eve13 
house and find out so~nething. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTIAEY: Stop talking no~isens:~. 
IIe talks a lot of nonsense when he wants to clefenrl 
m e  of his friends. Hz see:ns to be getting old ay(: 
.tupid ; he is petting absolutely stupid. 

Mr. CHAIRMAS Order ! Order ! Address your 
remarks to the Chair. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: You have a, Social We1 
fare Officer. What is easier to  find out if you want to 
find it out than this information? I f  YOLI wanted to 
get that information, all that the Social Welfarc 
(:fficer ~vouEd need to do is to pu t  a single notice 
i l l  the newspapers asking the various Poor Lan 
Boards to report to you the number of people who 
are blind from the ag: of 16 years to 25 years. What 
Poor Relief Committee would refuse to give thc 
Social Welfare Department that  information-ill- 
formation which they must have? They know the 
nui~lber of blind persons t o  whom they give relief 
:!lid a record is kept of their ages. The Leader of tlic 
Opposition can support me i n  this. 

A s  1 have said. I ~pprec ia te  that  the Hon. 3li-L- 
ister of Social Service4 has tried to get the informa 
tion but could not get it. However, I wonder if hc 
can honestly say that  he is satisfied over the matter. 
Here it is, you are running a Social Welfare DC- 
partment and you canuot say how many people therc 
are who are blind between the ages of 16 years ant1 
25 years. That is the reason why there are  many peoplc 
xx-ho say that you do not want a Social Welfare Depart- 
ment. I say that  the necessity fo r  it is  so much that  yoii 
see it a r o ~ ~ n d  you everyday, but what gou do want is 
R real Z'ocial TTelfare Department. To  tell me tha t  
the Hon. PIIinister of Social Services cannot get ul- 
lormation frorr~ t h ~  S o ~ i a l  Welfare Department ttlli- 
1ng u.; the number of blind persons whom you h a ~ f >  
h1 Barbados bet~\eeii the ages of 16 years and 23 
rears, mho ~voalcl be, .;a!-, entitled to draw a pensio:~ 
i4 the b i ~ g e s t  piece of nonsense I have ever heard in 
this Chamber. 
9.30 p.m 

The Hon. PIIinister of Socaial Services knoiv.: 
t!lis well enough : if this is the i n t ~ r e s t  tho Social 
VTelfarc> Departnlclnt ~vill  take, yell had better scrap 
i t  Tt shonld not only exist but i t  should do work. 
Each ~ncinber in here will see that after two mozlths 
and yon ask a qurstion like that and the Minister 
s h o ~ ~ e d  an i11tere;t. all he car1 tcll you is that v011 
\;ill not be able to get the iufornlation. What  
effort caonld have beer1 rnac1c7 1 counsel the Hon. 
Minister of Social Services that whet1 infornlation 
i s  required for the IIonse it must be taken seriously. 
Let me ask thic,  when thev come to amend the 
Reeulations so that blind people who were gettin% 
aid a t  40 should get it a t  25. how did he  et the 
inforruation? Did he go to every house? I-Ionestly, 
Mr. Acting Chairman, how did Government get the 
information to come and tell ns  thev wanted so 
much money because they were g.iving aid to persons 
at  40 but were now giving from 25 ? Did they guess ? 
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You got that izformation, but I am taking i t  that you 
got i t  from the, social Welfare I>ellartment jjrllo 
would get it from the Blind Associatioll pills the 
Poor Law Boards and advertising for persclns fro111 
that age. I have been mild in recent vears in 
dealing with the matters of the Social \]relfare 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ t ,  but let me  as^ the RfirGster this : 
Can he honestly say tonight that this is a satis- 
factory answer 7 HOW can i t  be a satidwtory 
ans~ver? Does that Department exist for people 
to sit and smoke cigarettes and selld in bill for 
travelling allowance ? 

Mr. Acting Chairman, do you know that in an 
interview with the Press 1 have actually Dade an 
open invitation to members of the Social Welfare 
Department to sit on the Board of Guardians and 
see cases for themselves? aowever I might feel 
about the social We,lfare officer, as soon as I oc- 
cupy an official position which must come in con- 
tact with her duties, 1 her office or the 

of the persop. Therefore, Sir, 1 wondm if 
the Minister of Social Services will realise that a 
thing like this is a serious reflection on the work- 
ing of that ofice; that us what are 
the numbers after being able to tell us  the number 
between 40 and 25 fa reducing the age at which 
people could draw Old Age Pension. I t  is a very 
easy matter, and if there was any person interested 
the facts could be obtaineld by the Social Welfare 
Department. While I appreciate the interest shown 
by the Minister in replying to the question asked 
by the Opposition, I must say it is unsatis- 
factory to get an answer of that sort from the Mip- 
:ster if that is all he got from the Social Welfare 
Department. The Social Welfare Officer has to do 
with the Blind Association - a most regrettable 
feature, because i t  was one of the things that 
~t back from getting anything. I have had blino 
people come to me after they were taught 
do handiwaft and chairs took work on their own 
and they told me of the treatment meted Out to 
them by the Social Welfare Officer. They were 
taught to do this and because they took work on 
their own, they were told they could not come back 
to the school because they should take the 
from the Associatioi~. I am sorry the Hon. Minis- 
ter had to give a reply like that which is aggravated 
by the stupid reference made by the Premier and 
the ignorance displayed by the kicked-out Chair 
man. We VeV much under the circumstan- 
ces that we could not get this information. It 
lllight be small; i t  might be five or six, but if You 
establish a Social Welfare Department, they should 
be able to keep matters like this on their fillger tips. 

Mr. Acting Chairman, look at the vote and yon 
will see what you are paying for the social Welfare 
Department. Do you not think they should be able 
to tell you tomorrow the nusbe r  of blind people, 
to speak? They just Eeel the Department exists to 
go to the Treasury and draw salaries, get in a motor 
car and drive and things like that. 

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Acting Chairman, on a 
casual estimation Government could easily estimate 
the number of blind pelople t.o be between one to tw3 
hundred. Not all of them would be needy cases. I 
know it would be a little difficult to find out how 
many bllnd people there are, but from casual obser- 
vation it would appear that they would be be tn~e i i  
one and two hundred persons. But if Goivernraent 
wants to chmgle the Regulations to assist these blind 
paupers they can work on the number that they 
know exists, and in process of time the others who 
want to be considered would come forward. 1 do 
not expect t m  to wait until they are able to know 
eraotly how many there are in the island, because 

there are some who do not come forward to seek aid 
iroiu Government $or the local Parochial huthoritleb 
i do not know if the Minister of Social Services 1s 
listening to my suggestion, but I would suggest t h a ~  
if you are going to reduce the age limit, to off 
with those that are registered at  the Blind Institute; 
and SO as soon as the age limit is ~educed,those Whobo 
existence we d a  not know of would readily colne 
forward and report themselves. It is very importanr, 
Sir, that greater provision should be made for them, 
and I should like to state here and now that while 
lt would be good for us to make provision for greater 
protection for blind people, I do not hope to see in-  
cluded amongst them persons who can take 
care of themselves even although they might be blind 

Mr. BRAKCKER : Mr. Acting Chairman, I rather 
gathered from the remarks of the hon. junior member 
:'or St. Thomas that although the Social Welfare De- 
partment could not give or guarantee ZKcurate fig- 
urm they would be able give all the figures that 
D e ~ a ~ m e n t  claims to have. I wonder if I am cor- 
rect in assumin@ that; whether were t' 
give figures of cases within their knowledge between 
the ages of 16 and 25. Even if I am right in assum- 
mg that the Yinister for Social Services would be 
able to let the Committee know of the number of 
i,!ind people ill that a g  group known to the Depart- 
nlent and for which inforination has been passed on 
to him. 

That might give ua an indication of the minimum 
Ilumber, but it does nd help us very much as t6 
the maximum; the hon. senior member fol 
St. Thornas might be able to help us in this matter. 

While I am on this question I must return to 
pet subject. ~h~ hen. senior member for st 

who is fresh from his cocktails a t  ~~d~~ 
school describes i t  as a hardy r n u a l ,  the reduction 
, ~ f  the age, so that rnore people will benefit. TVe 
have a Report from an expert who has recommended 
an increase in the number of people by the reductiou 
of the age. we only fall back on what the experts 
t,ay when we want to carry out our own argtlinent 
IXowever, the age of 63 years is too high; they seem 
to be considering only the people xrho have olle foot 
in the grave and the other outside. I submit that 
-he age of 65 years shoulcl be the rery highest a+ 
at n'hich you should start to pay tllese pensiolls; ,ve 
.311 find the money to do that if we look for it. 

To sec that Civil Servants. some of them arca 
present here, and people like them who have se- 
cured good jobs, do not  go on to ~ ~ - 0 r k  beg-ond the 
age of 60 years. Think Gf the people who have to work 
until they are 68 years of age before they can gc: 
.L pittance ! I do not imoW if the Government Tf~ill 
fortify itself with th,: recommendations of the ex 
pert and stick to  68 years; I ~vould be glad if tile 
Hon. Minister has the figures relative to the nurn 
her of persons betwee11 60 and 65 years known t ,  
be blind in this Island. 

Mr. SMITH: I am referring to Item 7, "Old 
Age Pensions7' Since 1952 a petition was forwarde J 
to the Government to consider an  increase in  the 
amount of these pensions. [A BIEMBER: That is 
:jut of order]. As yr\u know, these old pensioner< 
such as Policemen - 

Mr. ACTING CIIAIRNAN: I do no-, t ~ i l &  
that the hon. member is in order. 

The hon. member totok h& seat. 
Mr. LEWIS: I think that the hon. member 

should be given a little latitude to speak on th13 
matter, since he was the a a i r  when the inereas(? 
under this Head was recently passed. I think that 
some sort of reply is due by the H a .  Minister of 
Social Services; when he intended to lower ttljs 
age in respect of the blind people to 25 yeam, thr- l Government &d nobody to about these 
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people. I f  they did so, the people ~ v h o  were 24 yearb 
old this year  would bs 25 years old next pear, and  
il you did not know them, how will you include 
them? Of course, yc;~ could come down to tills 
House with a supplenleiitary Resolntion; you mu65 
have some statistics ;vhich would show the nunlncr 
of blind people i n  Barbados between, the ages ,f 
25 and  40. I t  is not, necessary to go arouiicl frcl111 
house to  house to find that ont, because certain 
people would not qualify under the "means test." 
People miglit be able to inform you that in  this 
district there are  so Illany blind people. 111 so f a r  
a s  the  estimates is conceraed, that is based on till: 

law, and I thank roll, Mr. ilcting Chairman, fo;. 
the latitude you have allowed, because this inatter 
waL; all  arranged nndr7- the Act which \$*as passed 

I am surprised 'het thep went to the Social 
Welfare Department a '  all. However, i t  does not 
keem as  if thc iiiformatioll is forthcornill=; and 
therefore let us get on with another Head ~f the 
Estimates. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. II. CUMMINS : I will 111a!ic 
another effort to get the information. 

T h e  qtrestion tlzat f 8 e  slkm of $S11,515 D P  I ' O ~ , J , ~  

u n d e r  t7zis R e a d  :was pwt m d  reso7raed i l l  tli. 
crffirnaative withozrt d?cisio)l. 
9.50 p.ni. 

Head XL - Waterworks I 

what places they would give as  priority for the ex- 
tension, but there are  so many places where we need 
extensions and would like to give priority that we f ind  
it difficult to make suggestions. 1 was amazed to find 
oat that  1x1 a case like St.  Matthias Road that there 
is an  area of about 200 yards which is not connecteti 
by a main. The main in  that district runs  as f a r  
as a shop around the corner and you do not get any 
illail1 until you come to Dayrells Boad Corner. Now, 
that  is a very thickly populated district. People liv- 
iiig along there would be only too glad to pu t  in  
water in  their homes bu t  they cannot because of the  
absence of a main. If the Hon. Minister for Coinmu- 
nications, Works and Housing would make this note 
and refer it t o  the Head of the Department I mould 
be very glad indeed. 

Mr. BKANCKEE: Mr. Chairman, on that sanie 
Item which the Hon. Leader of the Opposition spoke, 
1 would like to know whether it is still opposed to 
adhere to the old principle i n  regard to  the extension 
of the water supply; that  is, that  they extena it onlx 
in  respect of the thickly populated areas, ignoring 
the question of a few houses i n  a remote district by 
their saying that  there are  only a few houses there, 
therefore, do not pu t  a main i n  tha t  district yet. I n  
effect you are  saying that. those people in  .remote 
c,istricts can walk a mile to get water. Sir, the prin- 
ciple on which the Hon. Minister is working is 
peculiarlv suited to  the parish of St. Michael but 

Head XL-Waterworks was called. 
HO1l' G. 'I. 'lDAJ'S: beg nlOve that 

sum of $740,934 be voted under this Head. 
Hon. Dr.  H. G. $1. CT'913IlSS: I beg to second 

that. 
Mr. BBAKCICElC: I am speitliing on Item 22, 

to mains, meters etc., for which the Smll ot 
$78,000 is to be voted. I have time and time again 

lilost unsuited to  the parishes outside of the metropol- 
itan area. What  can be inore inconvenient than for 
people to walk a mile to collect two buckets of water. 

I would like t o  make reference c n  a n ~ t h e r  I tem: 
ltelll 34, delivery of water by lorry. I would 
suggest that there should always be a t  least one 
lorrJ- absolutely ready to move off? at a moment 
l,otice as soon as  there is notification that a particu- 
lar pipe is llot giving out any water. I have had the 

suggebted7 and will continue to suggest, that when 1 
repairs are about to be eit'ected to mains and water 
i n  a district is about to be locked oE, before doing su, 
the use of a siren should be resorted to i n  order that 
the people in  the district would be notified that the j  
ean t u r n  out quickly t o  fill their bucliets and  other 
receptacles with water before it is locked off. i t  
takes six or twelve hours before they can send the 
motor lorry or get a chauffeur to drive the 111otor 
lorry to get water to the people i n  the district nrld 
as a result the people are seriously cliscommoded 
of this necessary iteiii for their cooking. I t  is not 
good enough for ail official to lock off a water n1a111 
and the people in the district only liiiom that i t  i t  
locked off wl?en they caililot get water froin tllc pip(> 
in the district or i n  their huiaes. There shonld br  
soine accoiniiiodatioii c~stencled to the people who get 
their water from that iuain. Give the official a sir cl^ 
let hiin give the peoplr 15 minutes to go aiid collect 
a bucket of water;  then let him shut it off. Give 
the people alt opportunity to get soine water first. 
That is perfectly reasonable and clear atrct thew is 
no reason why i t  cannot be done. If tllc use of a 

is llot favonrerl b?- the Milli\try, sollie otller 
mealis of them call be resorted to. 
After all, these people can send their servants in 
their car ll-ith a couple bllcket.; to prt them filled 
before yell loci; it off. This is a matter which can 
easily be clolone. T t  should not be necessary for  me 
to raise this matter again. This should receive the 
necessary attention because ~ v e  have the particular 
Head of Department who favours helping the people. 
Let this matter be no longer neglected. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman. T also wonld 
like to  call the attention of the Minister to the same 
Item. 1 know whenever thev extend their mains 
thep ask the Vestries or the Commiqsionerq of FTealtb 

occasion last year in respect of my of 
having to into the non-arrival of a motor 

with water when a pipe not giving out 
,vater. 1 lvas piven the answer : it was re- 
ported but we had to get a motor lorry; it was l,ot 
q,lite read?-, the driver was not in or we had to 
Selld fSr sOnlething to make the lorly go.,, Poll 
s~lollld llave a man on duty, ready to move with 
the lol.ry the minute there is notification that  a pipe 
i5 mnllinp out of water just as the =tire Brigade 
l,,orrs Tl,hell there is notification of a fire. I 
snrc you realise the terrible inconvenience and hard- 
qhip to people are put when they cannot get 
~vatei-. If yoli realise that,  the taxpayers will not 

a t  the expense of having a man and a 
24 h311rC of each that as sooll as 

an  alarin is sounded, out that motor lorry ~v i l l  go to  
c6arrT- water to the people ill the district as quiclily 
as the Fire  Brigade appara t i~s  woulcl leave to ex- 
t i i i g l ~ i ~ h  a  fir^. 
loitl) p.m- 

Mr. VI1lJGHrlN : Mr. Acting Chairman, speali- 
i11r nnder Head XL, Item 15-Unestablished stafi ,  
:I littlc while ay0 I asked y~~es t ions  about the rela- 
t ire rates of pal- for work on sundays and Bank 
'IIolitlays to the Puinping Station workers a t  Bowman- 
\toll, St. John, and the answer I received I mill read. 
Thc po i l~ t  was that  the same type of nnestablisheci 
staff a t  Headquarters received overtime pay whell 
the?- worked 011 &1ndalrs or holidays, but not the  
workers a t  the  pumping station in  St. John. The re- 
ply is like this. 

"The position is that  the uncstablished and cas- 
11ai staff at Headquarters normally work a 48 hour 
week from Monday to  Saturday while the Pumping 
St??tion staff work in shifts of 8 hours for a s is  dal- 
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week, inclusive of Sundays and Bank Holidays. :'he 
!'i,rmer are paid double rates on Suildays and Bank 
Holidays, with treble rates on Good Friday, Easter 
I)ay and Christmas Day, while the latter are paid the 
same rates of overtime as Headquarters staff but 

qualify for overtime in  respect of work dorle 
outside the shift hours." 

I will never be able to appreciate this fine d io  
tinction in language applied to the two sets of workers. 
1 cannot appreciate the reason or the justice in  paying 
workers down hill for that work on Sundays overtime 
with double rates and treble rates on Good Friday, 
Christmas Day and Easter, but because they the 
ones in Bt. John 'shift workers,' they work on Sun- 
days and must be   aid a t  the same prevailing rates. 
I cannot appreciate the justice in it. AS fa r  as I 
know with Trade Unions, overtime rates are paid for 
work done on sundays and Holidays; the question of 
shift workers does not arise. The point is that they 
are working on days that other people do not normally 
work. That is the principle of overtime work, and 
I expect the Minister should know this. Regardlesq 
of <he type of ,answer given I fail to appreciate it. 
A set of workers of the same status work on Sundays 
and get overtime, but another set when they work on 
Sundays do not get overtime. The principle under- 
lying overtime is that when you work on days which 
are not normally working days, you are paid overtime. 
Fortunately the people in St. John, a s  far  as  1 have 
interpreted the type of people there, expect these 
qualities in  a representative-sincerity and honesty- 
and I am still convinced that their loyalty, although 
I get no satisfaction for it, is still mine. But  he need 
not be fooled that I appreciate this situation. 

accidental and you pay him because i t  is not a normal 
ft~nction; but a t  the normal stations they are run 
all the time every day and night in  the year. T h v  
W U S ~  do that in order to supply the inhabitants with 
Oater. Therefore, i t  is not a- extraordinary func- 
tlon; i t  is a normal function where Sundays are con- 
cerned and they were told that. The honourabb, 
senior member for St. Lucy again raised the question 

ioolnng the pipes without g i ~ n g  notice. I have 
given instructions that must be given to vil. 
lagers \,,ho are aifeeted by locking off pipes at times, 
and I have a feeling that the have been 
carried out; but if they are not, I will check up 
that. Now, the honourable member is again making 
the mistake of saying that water pipes have ben dis- 
tributed according to the population in the various 
villages. That was never the basis for allocating 
standpipm to any parish or  village. I am sure even h 
his parish he knows there are some which are 
more heavily populated than others that have no+, 
got the water facilities as the less thickly populated; 
therefore, I again want to poillt out to him that we 
Eever calculate the distribution on any population 
basis, but I had figures s h o x ~ n g  th~at on a population 
basis St. Lucy was by far  better off than St. Michaal. 
10.10 p m 

Again I say that i t  was never calculated on that 
basis. 

The honourable junior member for Christ Church 
raised the point about the main in the St. Mlatthias dis- 
trict. That was drawn to my attention before, and L 
would like to assure the honourable member that I 
will see that that is included in this year's 
programme. 

Mr. ALLDER: If what the Hon. Minister says 
Hon. N. E. COX: I am surprised to hear what / is right, what the Government should consider is tha 

the honourable member said after I have explained 
t l ~ e  situation. The honourable member must appre- 
riate that the running of the varions stations, Belle, 
I:owmanston and so on for supplying water is a con- 
tinuous service. It is not like a burst pipe somewhere 
down Broad Street and you call men and they have 
to work until 10 at  night. I t  is a shift service. A Inan 
Foes on a t  four, comes off' a t  eight, or twelve, and You 
tell me because he goes on a t  that time you must Pap 
overtime ? 

Mr. VAUGHAN: 1 rise on a point of order. That 
was not my argument. My argument was working 
c.n Sundays and Bank-holidays, not working on W e d  
riesday night or Thursday night from eight to ttvelve, 
because these are not normal working days. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I n  this case, 19r. Actin.: 
iha,irman, Sunda>-S are normal days. You must pum2 
 vate er all the time. You cannot shut d o ~ ~ l l  the p u m p  
iug station and say this is Sunday ancl therefore I all1 
not pumping water. You have hllifts at SeaJvell 0x1 

Sundays and no overtime is paid; but water must b: 
pumped all the time. The1 people qmployed over 
there were taken on with this explanation. The Gov- 
crnment is not doing thlem any injustice. Sunday is 
3 normal day in so f a r  as the working of these water 
stations is concerned, aind I pointed out that to the 
honourable member today. You have Seawell Airport 
which must be opened all night and you do not pay 
them e ~ t r a  money for working on Sundays because 
i t  is a 24-hour service ; and therefore, there is no 
cluestion of overtime pay. You do not pay a watch- 
man overtime and he starts something 6 o'clock in the 
evening and ends at  7 o'clock in the morning. Yen 
pay so much per period because i t  is his normal job and 
there is no overtime in that. A man working at Water 
works goes in a t  7 o'clock and comes out at  4 o'clock 
out in circumstances when you have a burst pipe 
vou cannot come out a t  4 o'clock but may have to  work 
until 6 o'clock or 10 o'clock; or he may be called out 
4:n Sundays to /fig a burst pipe. That is something 

kind of occupation of these engineers a t  the Pump- 
ing Station; the Government should consider that 
these employees work around the clock every day 
in the year, and that their employment is different 
from that of the average worker in other Government 
Departments who can knock off a t  4 o'clock in the 
afternoon and go home. Taking that into consideration 
the wages of the 'employees a t  these Pumping\ Stations 
should be more handsome than those of the average 
casual and key scale workers who know nothing of 
working day and night. What l mean to say is that 
you have men a t  the, Pumping Stations who have to 
work on Sundays, Bank Holidays, Good Fridays and 
so on; you have engineers who work for 8 hours a 
day, and they are paid the same thing when tTey gst 
their Sundays and Bank Holidays. I am not saying 
that these people should get all the Holidays. because 
*hey have to keep us supplied with a commodity with- 
out x~hich we cannot do; but you can make their wages 
more handsome than those of other people who hat-e 
Fetter working hours. 

If an  engineer gets 21c. or 23c. an hour, do no* 
g;ve these other workmen the same thing; an hour's 
work in tha night is more difficult for a man to do 
than an  houris work in the day. I think that thes.u 
crnployees should be given a little percentage over 
n hat the average casual mployee gets, and tha5 
would be more satisfactory. These employees work 
!",lr long hours, from the well to the boiler and vice 
q.ej-sa ; the Hon. Minister knows all that because he has 
been approache~d by these men. w e  are not now argu- 
jng the case for the provision of uniforms, but m*,. 
suggest that, in the case of another review of thc 
salary scale for Government selrvants, the point which 
me are n m  raising will be taken into consideration. 

There is another point which I would like to 
raise. I n  the Newcastle - Foster Hall area, due 
to land,slides and things of that  sort, half a mile 
of mater main has bern removed on account of thih 
breakages which take place with the mains 1n that 



area. However, in recent months, since the owners 
of Newcastle have bee:~ selling out the lmtl. mal y 
peasatnts have been purchasing some of this land, 
and they have begun to remove their houses on it. 
They quite agree tha: i t  was necessary to rzmovc 
the water main on account of the landslides which 
take place there, but they are asking for the in- 
stallation of a 4in. main underground in that area 
so as to accommodate them with their regular supp'y 
of water. You need not put  this main underground: 
i t ,  may be run along the surface. I sincerely hop.: 
tnat the Hon. Minister understands what I am try- 
ing to bring forwad.  The Parochial Authorities 
of the parish are very much disturbed about thia 
matter; some of these people have expressed the 
desire to instal water into their homes if such a 
main is laid down. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I will bear in mind what the 
honourable member has said. 

The  question that  the sunz o f  $740,934 be1 voted 
under. this  Head was put  nmd resolced in t ke  affirmo- 
t ive without division. 

Head XL1 - Social Welfare 

Head X L I  - Social Wel fare  - was called. 

Hon. G. H.  ADAMS: I am asking leave, MY 
Acting Chairman, to make some amendments under 
this Head. 

There  being no objection, leave was granted tkLc 
Premier. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The amendments are as 
follows :- 

I t e m  5 - Stenographer and Typ i s t  - $776. 
Increased by $624 (To be voted) to $1,400 to 

provide for the salary of an  additional Stenographer 
a_nd Typist. 

I t e m  7 - C!O.L. Al lowmce  - $1,020 
Increased by $107 (To be voted) to $1,127 to 

provide an allowance for the additional Steno- 
grapher m d  Typist. 

I beg to move that the sum of $10,857 be voted 
under this Head. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H CUIvEkIINS: I beg to second 
that. 

Mr. GODDAR<D: I see that the matter of thc 
After-Care of Discharged Lepers has been put  into 
the hands of the Social Welfare Department. I do 
not see in whose hands that After-Care now is;  I 
!<!IOW that when these lepers leave the Institu- 
tion after they have been treated, the Government 
gives them a pension, and rightly so; because i t  is 
common knowledge that nobody wants to m p l o ~  
them and they are scorned by their {own relatives 
While investigating th,e conditions of housing in 
Christ Church sometime ago, I came across one of 
them who was living in a house which had not been 
repaired; I believe the Housing Board worked on it, 
but there was no floor in it, and this oerson had to 
shelter in the home of a relative. The relative) had & 

house next to the one in which this person was sup- 
posed bo be living, and i t  was in a mlost inh- 
condition. 
10.20 pm.  

Now. hurricane " Janet" struck this island 7 
n~onths_&o and I would. like to know whose respon- 
sibility it is to look after that person and to see that 
he gets a pension. I think it should have been their 
duty to investigate cases of this sort as soon after 
the hurricane as possible. I can only saly that no in- 
vestigation took plac3. It should have been their 
duty to go to the Housing Board, or the Public 
Works Department whose job i t  was in the initial 
instance, and draw the matter to their attention 
to tdl me whether it is their full responsibility. 

This is o n l ~  an  instance of how they are dok: their 
work. 

I would like to h o w  what is the allowance 
given to each person discharged from this Institu- 
tion and whose duty it is to look after them, and 
if they have any method of keeping a proper check 
01; the welfare of those persons other than seeing 
that they get a pension. I am not saying that they 
slould go and see every person discharged frorn 
there, say every month; but after a catastrophe like 
a hurricane, certainly persons in  that category 
should be investigated in o ~ d e r  to see what is their 
condition. I look on it as if they are the guardians 
of those persons. I mould like the Hon. Miiiista~r 
to tell me whether it is their full responsibility or 
if thev only have to see that  those persons get their 
pensions or allowance;. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEP: Mr. Chairman, I woaltl 
just like to know hou* many discharged people ara 
there and how much they get as  an allowance. I 
hope the Hon. Minister will not have to se,nd around 
to get the information. 

Hon. Dr. H. C. H. CUMMINS: As far  as  after- 
care of those persons .S concerned, this amount of 
money is disbursed by a Committee. I t  is not under 
the supervisioii of the Social Welfare Officer alone. 
The Committee consists of the Chaplain of the 
Lazaretto, the Superintendent of the Lazaretto, Mrs. 
Redhead, (the wife of the Superintendent of the 
I'rison), and another yerson whom I do not remem- 
ber. That Committee looks after these unfortunate 
people as fa r  as this allowanoe is concerned. I dc 
not think that their duties extend as far  as visiting 

l 
in the homes of the.;(- people as suggested by the 

I hon. junior .member for Christ Church but I a n  
qure that they function so far  as seeing these people 
get their allowances. 

I was laoking for the file of the Lamet to  in 
order to see how many ex-inmates are there but un- 
fortunately the file is ,not here and I cannot give 
the figures. Some of these lpeople earn a living of 
tnelr own within certain bounds. [A VOICE: I am 
sure there are not many of them.] I said: some; 
l ow niany, I do not know; I contend that there are. 
some. There is a movement on foot to amend the 
provisions of the Act for those persons to be em 
ployed more than they are because the avenues of 
amployment for them at  present are so to speak 
llmited bv the Act. There is a movement to remove 
some of those jobs w h i ~ h  they a t  present can do 
from the Act so that ?hey will get a broader scopc 
nf employment; for Snstance, they cannot be em 
ployed in  bakeries or hotels, neither can they be 
Sntchers nor even a carpenter. T e  are now trying. 
2nd we  ill soon come before this House with aa 
amendment to the ACT, to remove restrictians on 
:;ome of those avenue; of employment for those 
people to earn something to assist themselves fur- 
[her. I am sorry I cannot tell how many personc 
are there discharged as cured from that Institution 
but I will supply the figures at  the next meeting of 
the House for Hon. Mtmbers. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: The Hon. Minister of 
Social Services f o r g o 3 0  answer my last question. 
There is a fixed amnnnt that Government decidled 
upon to give to those persons, but the Hon. Minister 
inay not have i t  there and I am not going to pres3 
him for it. I am no: going to make any further 
criticism on this matter now but I viill say in passing 
that I hope the Hon Minister of Social Servioes 
will really get the figures for me because there is a 
heling among some of those discharged lepers who 
usually apply to the various Poor Law Boards fol- 
assistance that the a~oount  given to them is in- 
qufficient I have varicas statements from them and 
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they are very confl i~t~ng.  Some say one thing and 
some say another. I do not want to make any criti- 
cism unless I have i t  authenticated by the Hon. 
Minister himself. I do not want to say that they 
should get something more, but there seems to be 
some dissatisfaction about the pension which they 
are allowed Some feel that some of them get more 
than others because of their circumstances. I feel 
Qovernment should go into that matter and I hope 
that th'e Minister will be able to give the figures us 
early aB possible. 

Let us face facts. Discharged lepers are not 
really employed because according to the law thej- 
t nnnot be employed in certain places and in certala 
jobs. It is just because of the society in which we 
live. We are prone to abide by what is laid dolvu 
iin Holy Writ but some of us need to change Our 
vicws about lepers. 
10.30 p.m. 

I am suggesting with all humility to the Minister 
of Social Services that he should give further consid- 
eration to what is said here to-day about bringing in 
an Act to employ them. I n  a small community like 
Barbados if people know you are a discharged leper 
there are certaln jobs you cannot get. The Hon. 
Minister said that he knew that some were employed. 
Of course, I have seen some employed who go fishing, 
and even that creates a prejudice; people go in a 
corner. they do not wish to buy fish from people who 
were lepers. I t  seems to me that instead of amend- 
ing the Act the Minister of Social Services should 
give them two shillings a day and Barbadians would 
prefer to know you did this. It is an unfortunate 
affliction human beings cannot ward off, and for which 
ETedical men cannot find a remedy. Therefore, I 
would be satisfied to know if Medical Scientists have 
fol~rld anything to allay the disease. Nobody, no mat- 
ter what you do, is going to employ them. Show me 
anyone of them you know as a domestic servant. I 
have had a case at  the Board of Guardians in St. 
ibzichael of a girl who went to the T,eprosarium, 
when five years old, spent fifteen years there, and 
came out ten years ago, and when we questioned her 
we found out every job she applied for and somebody 
passed and saw her and said she was in  the Leprosa- 
r i~un,  out of the people's work she went. 
I am suggesting that you get the figures from 
the Social Welfare Department; the figures of 
the lepers discharged from the Institution and 
give them 3 0 ~ .  a day. If you have to give them 
$15 a month so that they can a t  least exist, 
do so; but do not amend the Act so that people will 
employ lepers, if that is th'e advice from the Socia, 
TJrelfare Department. The Minister is a doctor aild 
if he had a job to do he would be satisfied from the 
scientific point of view, but he would have to satisfy 
his family like all of us. You cannot amend the 
Laws and expect you are going to rectify that ;  so 
I suggest inasmuch as you cannot give the figures of 
how many are aided. T ask for them in the near future, 
because I have had a number of discharged lepers 
applying to the Poor T~aw Guardians for help and the 
little which is given by Government has got to be 
augmented. I think that would be more satisfactory 
than amending the Act, I ~vould suggest this i~ where 
the Social Welfare Department should do a little 1%-ork. 
As a matter of fact, I am going to make a very strong 
statement to the Minister of Social Services. I see 
secretaries from the various Departments here to give 
their &'Iiiiisters information-this is a very important 
Head; don't 1-011 think that somebody should be here 
with the Minister to give this informatior * T t  i.: not 
that the Minister as Chairmm is disintereqted. b l ~ t  
yon do not have all the various information at yo:w 

nugertips, and this is a Departiilent very i m p o r t a ~ i  
to this m a n a  and you are dealmg with cilscharged 
lepers. bve would lilie 'GO know to-mgnt because we 
would like to suggest an  inercease. So much tor tllat. 
I ieel the Minister will get trle necessary lntorrnation 
forthcoming very soon, but please, Mr. act ing Chair- 
man, do not come here and say you are amenulng this 
Act. You can amend the Act and say lepers can be 
employed in  everything; but people are not going to 
employ them. The Mimster knows well enough there 
would be nothing in  taking them, but the publlc woiild 
react. A doctor in Trinidad said there was nothing 
wrong in  letting lepers out in Port-of-Spain. He felt 
strongly on i t  and let all the lepers out in  Port-of- 
Spain. N a a t  happened? Medical Science says there 
1s nothing wrong, but so long as human beings exist 
they will react. The reason why much attention is 
ilot paid to T.B. is because it is not mentioned in the 
Holy Writ. It is not contagious nor hereditary llke 
'I'.B. and all that, but  you will find that human beings 
stand shy of lepers. I hope the Hon. Minister will 
be able to give the necessary information in a very 
short time. 

Now, Sir, take Item 12, $2,0010 Travelling Ex- 
penses. We are not parsimonious with it, and I can- 
iiot see the necessity for it, for the Social Wtelfare 
Department of this colony. You have money for 
travelling; let i t  be understood that this Travelling 
Allowance is for travelling in  the interest of the Social 
Welfare Department and there is so much to be done. 
The Hon. Minister of Social Services must realise that 
there is a lot to be done and all is not well with this 
Department. I hope the time is not far, when we will 
soon get in t ruth and in  fact by nature of up-bringing 
somebody interested in human beings, and under- 
privileged human beings, because I believe that a 

1 Social Welfare OEcer must be a person not drawing 
1 a salary but intereisted in human beings, and I hope 

that the time is not very f a r  when we will have a real 
Social Welfare OEcer who will be able t o  do some 
work for the social amelioration of th'e people in  this 
country. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Acting Chairman, I .lm 
speaking on Item 12. I would be glad if the Hon. 
Minister in charge would remind us as to how many 
persons benefit from this $2,000 which i t  is proposed 
to be voted, whether the Social Welfare Officer alane 
or  how many more? Reference was just made to the 
absence of anyone in this Chamber to brief the Min- 
lster a t  a moment's notice. I remember last year we 
were favoured with the presence of Mr. Thompson 
from that office, but since he has been removed to the 
Probation Office, there does not seem to be anybody 
capable or willing to come from that office and be 
available to assist a t  any information although we 
are asked to vote $2,0001 for travelling. We may have 
been told in the past but there is nothing to remind 
ur of the fact that  there were many, and, Sir, l' 
notice undjer Item 11, Transportation-the Note 
eads- 

"To cover incidental travelling expenses of vol- 
untary Social Workers." 

I gather that in connection with the clothing 
which was sent out her'e and which that Department 
received that certain voluntary workers worked at 
Combermere in connection with the sale of these 
articles. I presume this is intended to  cover their in- 
cidental travelling expenses of these and other peo- 
ple. I would like to know if this is so. Can the Hon. 
Minister tell us  whether there has been an inventory 
of the items which were sent to u s  and which were 
received, and if he has been able to satisfy himself 
that all of them can be satisfactorily accounted for?  
10.40 p.m. 

Hon. Dr. R. G. R. CUMMINS: I have a repllar 
spstenl ~vith reparit to this travelling. Everv -numb 
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they have to tell me whmere they are  going, what they 
propose to do in  the coming week, the various places 
where they go; then they have to report that  they have 
been to those places, so many miles have been travelled 
here and there, and the amount is totalled a t  the enc 
of the month. I think that  that is a very good system 
[Mr. L E W I S  : I n  theory.] with which I have found no 
fault. As f a r  as the number of people are concerned, 
there are fo~zr  of them. 

Mr. L E W I S  : I an1 glad to  hear tha t  the  Hon. 
Minister has a system for  checking on these things. 
I aotice that there has been a reduction of $1001 in 
respect of this Item, and that is due to the fact that 
there has been a check-up, and they have found that 
they have been working on $100 too much. Perhaps 
i t  is not that. [Lazcghter]. They have removed from 
the Garrison, they have opened a. building in  Koebuc!, 
Street, and they are  confined to  selling. There is a 
question ~vhich is often asked: who takes care of the 
caretaker's daughter when the caretaker is ou t?  1 
should like to ask: who checks the speedometer? 

The q~lestion that tlze sum of $10,857 be voted 
uncler this Head was pzct and resolved i n  the a f i ~ m a -  
tizv wit hot1 t division. 

these controls, they tell me that  the people in  the 
United Kingdom want them; well, let  tnem send out 
somebody or p u t  somebody out here to deal with t n h  
matter. I want to say tha t  the control which 1s golng 
on, is nothing to  do with Barbados. 'I'he people oi 
Trinidad have turned this control into a Government 
Department, called it by a different name, and here 
we are carrying on currency control and  all these 
things which are totally useless, to my way of think- 
ing. 
1101.50 p.m. 

We never know wllo is allocating hard currency 
or  soft one. It can be controlled by the Banks and 
you can get a n  inspector to go around and  sel: that 
the Banks distribute the quotas ill the way they shonrd 
if you are still controlling it, and publish the list of 
the people who get it every month. These controls 
are  really pu t  there for a purpose. They are kept 
011 for tha t  purpose b u t  the only purpose they serve 
is to keep people i11 big business in  bigger business 
and the small people from getting along. Of cour~c ,  
Government probably gets inore revenue that way, 
b u t  probably it would give more satisfaction to have 
more people i11 business. 1 really feel the time ha* 
come when we should cut down the staff of the Con- 
troller of Supplies. Head XL1l-Controls~ I I am glad to hear that the oeoole i n  that Deoart- 

Head X L I I  - Controls, Subsidies, etc. - was 
called. 

Hon. G. H. ADAPIIS: I beg to  move that the 
sum of $440,152 be voted under this Head. 

Hon. Dr. H. G.. H .  CUM1VLINS : I beg to seconcl 
that. I 

Mr. LEIYIS:  I a m  taking u p  the Hon. Premier 
cn  a legal point. H e  has lost his reputation as a 
Lawyer, and I am losing mine now. I n  so fa r  a s  the 
Executive Committee is concerned, this is what tlle 
Executive Committee Act says :- 

"Towards the close of every year, i t  shall be the 
duty of the Executive Committee to prepare eqtimateb 
i n  detail of the probable revenue and expenditure ur' 

L - 
ment have-bleea able to  assist <n $her respects after 
the  hurricane and  that they have been doing some- 
thing like that. I have always said tha t  you have 
good people there bu t  their talent is wasted. Thls 
Government can carry on a n  insurance scheme w ~ t h  
the people a t  that  Department running it. With a 
little training, the people there who have a knowledge 
of statistics should be able to  r u n  a n  insurance bus- 
iness. Government every now and then is creating 
another bit  of insurance. It has insurance for Work- 
meii's Compensation, Thircl Par ty  Insurance, Fishing 
Boats Insurance and  other bits_of insurance. Let Gov- 
ernment do it for itself. I s  the Government afraid oi  
busiiiess of that  sort that i t  allows somebody else to 
take the risk? Government takes out insurance for , ' the Colony for the year next ensuing . . . . 

The Estimates show what is fixed by lam, and 
what is not fixed by law. I f  you turl1 to the front of 
these Estimates, you will see P a r t  1, cur ren t  Eitim- 
ates, Estimated Reuenue, and Estimated Expenditl~rc.. 
The Estimates include what is t o  be votecl, and what 
is fked by law. When it comes to what me will do 
after we have passed these Heads, the side note of ;he 
Act says this:- "S'ums not fixed by law to be em- 
bodied in an  appropriation Act, and tulexpendecl bdl 
ances t o  lapse. " 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Under what Head is the 
honourable member speaking? 

Mr. KIEWIS : Under Head XLTT. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Under what Item i5 the 

honourable member speaking ? 
Mr. LE\J71S: I have to  choose the Ttern fro111 

both columns. It seems to me tha t  next year's Estinl 
ates ~ ~ 1 1 1  come in  only with the Head "TO bc voted.' 
I am not  saying tha t  we t reat  the  Estimates correctly, 
because we can take the opportunit5- of speakiiig 01. 

the Heads generally, and let the Hon. ITinister repi?. 
as to what they are going to  do. 

people i n  its own group, ill its own corporation like 
the Natural Gas Corporation, for  the sake of g i ~ i l ~ g  
lheiil a pension. It is silly-. Why should this Gov- 
ernment ask somebody (else to p u t  u p  a scheme o t  
insnrance to i t  whell Governnlent can p u t  it u p  itself ! 
110 llot tell me that the revenue i11 the Treasury can- 
not back that and give these people a pension a t  t,re 
entl of their time of service. It is good worl<ing 
t sprriencr tor you to r u n  your own insurance. 

Mr. GODDARD: Kr. Acting Chairman, this is 
a .i-c1r.?- useful 1)~par tnient  I t  ii useful by keepirlg 
;L itafi '  so that Government can call on it to  do other 
jobs. During the last emerpcnc;r-, this Department 
ha-; supplied officers for work ill the rehabilitation and 
rehol~si l~p of thc people. Tt ha1 icrved its purpose. 

Let 11s face facts. The idea of this Department 
being cdreated is the result of a ~var t ime measure. 
T h a t  is done b:- this Department call be done, a s  the 
last ho~~onrab le  illelnber who spoke has suggested, in  
a mnvh move simplified form. The Co~ltroller of 
Supplies is an  anachronism. Competition i n  Bridge- 
~OTT-11  ~111011~ merchal~ts has put  a11 end to  your need 
for inch a Department. There are  isolated case< 

I know that once you s tar t  with controls, YOU \v111 1 11rhe11 priccs of certain articles rise, just as the other 
hang on to  them because you feel that i t  gives yon L day nrhen there was a shortage of potatoes and onions 
little power over something. These things do no1 ransed b ~ -  the qtrikv and the  few people i n  Busby's 
wither away after you have started them. Can tlil Alley pushed the p r i ~ e s  lip to  something lilce 1 0 ~ .  per  
Hon. Premier or the Hon. Minister of Trade reallt 
justify this large staff which is  still having to do with 
'the controls i n  this Colony so many years after the 
war  has been ended? The satisfaction of the public 
can be obtained by competent persons who are check- 
ting prices. Whenever I talk to Barbadians abonf 

pound fnr Enzlish potatoes. The merchants were ac- 
cl~qed of exploitatioa according to  what was writtell 
in the T~abour paner, the Beacon. [A VOICE : What 
about the time wh'en flour was decontrolled?] Since 
flour has been decontrolled, the price has gone down. 
ril. TTOTCE . Tt ment up.] Who pl~shed i t  u p ?  TTh? 



merchants in Barbados did not push i t  up. We do not 
control the price of flour in  Barbados; the people in  
Canada do. Government decontrolled flour just as 
the price was going up in Canada and i t  did go up in 
Barbados. That does not mean that competition in 
Bridgetown and Roebuck Street does not control the 
prices of articles. Commerce is competitive in Bar- 
bados. I t  applies to provisions as well as dry goods. 
I will go as fa r  as  to say that if to-morrow there are 
more lawyers in Barbados, they will cut the prices 
which are charged for litigation. As a matter of fact, 
I hettrd in the Lobby of this House of the cut-throat 
prices which lawyers are at present charging. 

Subsidies arc the one thing which this Depart- 
ment now administers. When i t  comes to fish and 
pork, those items are controlled by two people and the 
subsidi~es can be easily done by the Customs Depart- 
ment, whenever Government would like to save money 
on this Department. I n  the event of a drought, or 
when you are pressed for money, this is a little reserve 
to  w h i 2  you can look for money and find it. This 
Department is also a reserve of manpower to which 
Goveriiaent can utilise at eny time it ~vants  such peo- 
ple. When ~neinbers of that Department mere utilised 
during the emergency it was not the only time that 
they were taken from theve and given other jobs to do. 
I may say that the majority of them there are so verba- 
tilme that they can easily be adapted to other jobs 

Sir, I think i t  is time that the Hon. JZinister of 
Commerce should get very serious and get down to 
this thing for the sake of getting back to normal. 
Conditions outside are normal whether you believc it 
or not. There is one thing which you have to control 
and that is Currency, and i t  is done because of the 
British Government. 

I am taking this opportunity to ask the Hon. Min- 
ister of Commerce whether he will be able to get more 
hard currency for trade in general in order that 
may he able to get the cost of living down. 1 am surcl 
i f  merchants are given about one thousand dollars 
more, the competition which will be created with the 
sterling area would be of benefit to everybody. That 
is what will get the cost of living down. I see that 
other smaller West Indian Colonies have got it. 

ronal spite, because after all I am a public figure 
and they should hava sent to tell me something. 

Hon. G. H. ADANS: I s  the hon. member 
speaking no-., under control or under subsidisation 
of clothing? 

Mr. VAUGHAN: I would not haxe minded 
paying a subsidy on it. 

Hon. B G. MAPP : Mr. Acting Chairman, the 
hon. members who complained about staff a t  the 
Control Departmlent, ~ v i l l  notice that this year it 
is a decrease of $5,833. The number of Clerks has 
been reduced from 15 to 12, the number of Inspec- 
tors from six to five and they will have seen tha.t 
we have made a reduction of sta,ff. As far  as the 
last point raised by the hon. junior member fop 
Christ Church is concerned about the relaxation of 
rontrol and creation 01 cornpetition we have removcd 
control from a n~unbcr of items. I n  theory and 
yracticle it does not ~vork out. We are sticking :o 
9ur policy as aanou~ced in the Five Year Plau- 
where you can allow relaxation of eontrol if re- 
Laxation will not keep them out. 

The  questiolz that ilze SzLnz. o f  $440,152 be votlcf 
under  Head XLII-Controls, Subsidies, Eto.  wrir 
pu t  and resoZveci! in the af f i rmat ive  w i thn-~ t  divisiole 

Head XLIII-Contrib,~lttion from Revenue 

Uead XLIII - Con<tributim f r o m  Revenue - 
mms called. 

Hon. G. H. B D L ~ ~ I S :  I beg to move that the 
:nm of $250,000 be v*>t,ed under this Head. 

Hon. 11. G. I I .  CUMMINS: I beg to second that- 
Mr. 1,EWIS : Mr. Acting Cllairinan. this is 01143 

of the jokes me got put on us a t  one time whe.1 
somebody wanted to be smart, $250,000 as a con- 
tributioli from the Revenue! You expect to collect 
$250,000 from Capital Expenditure and $95 million 
from Revenue Balanc;.. Can that make any sense? 

The q~testioa that the sunz o f  $250,000 be voted 
under Head X L I I I  - Contribz~tion from Reverne. 
was ptrt and resolved in1 the aff irmative wilhoui 
division. 

Annexed Estimates: Post Office 

11.00 p.m. 
I am not making this application for getting 

motor-cars, the money can b'e better spent; but for 
consumer goods and things of that sort where yon 
pen creatz cornpetition. 11ot in Barhados but outside. 
Let the seUers to Barhados compete with each other 
:The Hon. Minister calk see to the earning of hart3 
cjxrrency for Barbado.. We are earning some nofi 
in molasses. That could be put to the British Goyern- 
n~(ent because I claim 1 am as loyal as anlr-bod>- ciw 
in here arid I wish to see the sterling strengthenell. 
It would be in our intenest: but we do not want al! 
the others to spend 3 ,million dollars and not lea\-c. 
some for  11s and I only ~ i ~ a n t  them for  the purpose 
of making a dleduction for the coulltries that sell 
to us. 

Mr. VAUGHLZN: What T maut to  emphasis^. 
fs the lack of discretion in exercisillg Control 1egi~- 
]ation. A friend was good enough to write mn 
some months ago and ask me to send my rneasuw- 
n ~ p n t ~  a,nd he ~vould send me a gift of a suit. I did so. 
A brand new suit m7R; bought and sent to me, but 
was returned to the sender within four weeks. I 
0111v knew that after 1 heard from him again. 1 
llad no notice from tEc Post Ofice and even if T 
could pull strings I did not know in fact that somr- 
thing had come for me At least, they could haup 
?aid sorlething was there and that I s h o ~ ~ l d  come 

An?texed l3stintae.s : Post Office, was called. 
Hon. G. H .  ADAMS: I n  moving the Annexed 

Estimates 1 wish to include Item 40 increased by 
$910 to purchase an  c~dding machine and a ealcu- 
;atin$? machine for the Post Office. 

I heg to move that the sum of $301,773 be voted 
under this Head. 

Hon. H.  G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to second that,. 
Mr. LEWIS: I ~-7e~ild like to ask what is the 

reason for the itxrease expected in the Revenilz 
from the Post Office cif $59,300. 

Mr. BR'ANCKER. Mr. Acting Chairman, 111 

view of that, I notice that  Item 35 is for the pro- 
vision of a direct line a t  certain Post Offioes, in- 
cluding one in s t .  Lncp. Of course, that telephone 
will naturally be ver) needy and useful, but I was 
sorry I was not here when Item 46, under Head 
XXV, Public llrorks was being discussed re  re- 
roofing of Post Office. This telephone is propose(l 
to be installed a t  the St. Lucy's Post Offioe which 
1s about to be re-roofed in the present location. May 
1 remind the Cabin& that  some years ago Govern- 
ment had promised to give favourable c ~ n s i d e ~ a t i o ~ ,  
to the removal of that Post Office to a central site 
I gather they have cverlooked that view of 
removal from the present site and they propose to 

1 install the telephone in  the present inconvenient 
to the Post Office and explain. That is not exercising and ul~snitably located site. It is rather 9 pity that. 
discretion I can say nothing else but that i t  is per- 1 i t  has bwn overlooked and I am going to ilax~e re- 
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course in any matter of importance to bring it up 
every year instead of leaving it as I did in che case 
of the St. Lucy's Post Office. 

Mr. LEWIS: M;.. Acting Chairman, 1 wlould 
like to ask if when we pay the subsidy to B.W.I.A. 
+hat will in any way reduce the amount under Item 
20. 

Hon. Cr. H. ADAMS: That is one of the con- 
~ t i o n s .  T'here is a point in what the hen. jnniur 
member for the City has said. No foreign line call 
carry any passengers between US and Trinidac'.. 
Some British Company would have to be subsidised 
To answer the hon. member, even with what Reve- 
nue they are gettilig from other islands for carrying 
mail, they need to be subsidised and with all tills 
talk about Pan  American Airlines, they are the 
most heavily subsidiszd airlines in the world; so 
there is no point in  that. So even with all this 
Revenue they do not make money; they still need 
money. 
11.10 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS: What, I am after is this. I remem- 
ber that in 1943, we ?id not favour a proposal put 
to us by B.W.I.A. and I understand that that 're- 
snlted in something like £10,000 a year being paid 
for the carrying of mails. I am just wondering il 
the other Islands ar2 still benegting from this 
arrsngement since 1943; if that is so, and we have 
come along with them. woe should certainly benefit 
from it too. However, I do not understand the matter 
sufficiently to be able to discuss it, but I raise the 
question so that i t  can be considered. I should like 
to know whether these Islands are still benefiting 
from that arrangement; that is one of the questions 
which I like be answered when Ille 

to discuss the Agreement with these people. 1 
zlnderstand that the sun1 which we had to pay be- 
cause we did not enter the Agreement at  the time 

I want the &Iinister of 
mnnications to discuss that aspect of the matter 
hecause i t  might help a s  in the future. 1 understand 
that we are waiting on some other Islands. I realise 
that this C o n l ~ a n ~  has to carry mails from here 
to be put on other planes to be taken elsewhere; but 
B.1V.I.A. are the main carriers from Barbados. 

Mr. GODDARD : I think that the hen. member 
;S on the right track. fire we paying a greater rat2 
for carryillg our mail than what Trinidad is pay- 
ing? There was a time when a letter from here 
to Trinidad cost 8c. for postage by air, and one from 
Trinidad to Barbados cost 612.; that was because we 
were paying a higher rate than what Trjnidad was 
~a3-ing. Are being charged the same rate by 
B.W.I.A. as they are charging Trinidad? DC they 
Felong to some Agreement with which ..e do not 
belong, and that is resulting in a greater el-argr being 
put on us? Of course, that is a matter T I ~ I ~ C ~  15511 
be dealt with when the Agreement comes ~l.p for con- 
sideration. 

If the Eon. l\Tirrlster has not got the ansut'! 
tonight, the matter need not be gone into tonight 
but i t  has to be gone in'to. I f  B.W.I.A. is losing 
money, the ~ompa l ly  13;~ould lose much nlore, if it 
had not been for the liights to Barbados. The same 
thing applies to any other Airline which is coming 
here; I can speak with a,uthority about T.C.A. 
Those planes leave Montreal and Toronto on two 
Rights a week, and %l% of the passengers go to 
Trinidad. That also applies to the Viscounts. i)o 
not let them think that me are not contributinq any- 
thing to them. We are contributing something in 
that we have good hotels in Ba,rbados, and this 1sl:tltd 
is a most desirable place to which one can come. 
Barbados out of the picture, and B.W.I.A. will fold 
u p  ; if they are losing money,  the^ mill lose tons of 
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nioney more if Barbados were to drop out of the 
schedule. 

Xr.  LIEWIS: I will let the hon. member into a 
secret. When this difference was made in the cost of 
sending a letter from Barbados to Trinidad and vice 
uersa 1 see that there was some International Regu- 
lation whereby a letter between two points could not 
be charged for a t  any greater rate. I have made some 
enquiries and I was told that the reason for the 
ditt'erence is that Trinidad was further away from 
Barbados than Barbados was from Trinidad! 
rLuughter]. 

Hon. M. E. COX. The only concession to which 
agreed was a percentage reduction in fares fol 

the Governor and for the Goverqment Officials 
However, I will check up on the matter and see 1f 
the hen. member's information is accurate; but I 
was under the impression that me are paying the 
same rate which Trinidad is paying. I t  is a fact 
that Trinidad used to pay 6c. to send a letter here by 
air, and wte used to pay 8c. to send a letter there 
EIowever, as I say, I will look into the matter. 

(3.1 the question of the revenue in connsction with 
this Head, detailed information is given on page 125 
of the Estimates. More letters are sent by airmail, 
and although not as many stamps are bmeing sold 
through the Crown Agents, we still anticipate an in- 
crease of $50,000 net. 

Mr. LEWIS:  We do not expect to have any cele- 
brations next year; so therefore let us start off this 
year with the proposd Federation Stamp, and 
our Ministerial Buildings on the stamp. There must 
be something which we can celebrate in ~ ~ ~ b ~ d ~ ~  
every year. After all, if people abe-willing to buy 
these stamps, well, change the present ones and sell 
these stamps to them. 
11-20 p.ln. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Acting Chaiwan,  I was 
under the! impression, rightly or wrongly, that used 
clothps coming from the ~ ~ ~ i t ~ d  states of ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ,  
for poor people was admitted free of duty. I 
like to know from the iqinister of commerce if 
T am right. Was there not such a law passed recently* 

1 A VOICE : ~t was repealed.] 
Hon. M. E. COX: If clothing come in to an 

approved organisation for distribution i t  is ad'mitted 
dnty free. S m e  time ago, it was coming in duty 
free but the Act was amended between 1950 and 1951 
and that privilege ?eased. I think it was an interm- 
tional a ~ r e e m e ~ ~ t .  

The  qzcestiom that the surn o f  $301,773 be voted 
to  Annexed &?sti?nates-Post Office-w~,s put and 
resolved in fhe affirlnative zuithoicd division. 

PART II - CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 

A - Loan Funds Poetponed 
Eon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Acting Chairman, I 

am asking leave to postpone A - Loan Funds a d  to 
go to B Available I do not remember if 
that Item is to be qLloted in a separate Resolution 
or if it is proceeded with in the normal way. A ~ ~ ~ , : -  
tnt]y, I moved i t  in the normal way last p ( a r .  I n  

event we can go to B -. ~ ~ ~ i l ~ b l ~  ~ ~ ~ d ~ .  
There being no objeation, lenvc wlas granted the 

lzol,. Inember. 

B - Available Funds 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Mr. Acting Chairman, 
Ilnder l.--Honsing, we hare the necessary provisioil 
for terraced housinR but we have to insert provision 
tor prefabricated housino.. This will be Item 2. EIurri- 
cane; Prefabricated housing, $37,500, which is half I of the pun? that is estimated i t  mill need for prefabri 
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cated houses. As honourable members know, the other ; 
half will come from Labour Welfare Funds. This 
will make the total under the Head $168,500. I beg 
to move that the sum of $168,500 stand part. 

Hon. M. E.  OOX: I n  secondilig that motion, T 
lVould like to say that the Director of the public 
Works Department has found that his calculation of 
prefabricated houses has worked out to a littl'e~ morz 
than the first figure given. For the first 500 houses 
that were built it has been found that another $5@000 
was needed and as a result we have had to increase 
that vote by $50,000. 11-e agreed to build by a SUP 
~ l e n l e n t a r ~  Resolution another 250 prefabricated 
houses which would cost $75,000; but as half of th& 
amount will be taken from the U b o u r  Welfare Fund, 
and half from the Treasury, that is the reason W ~ Y  
we are now asking for $37,500 for that Item. I t  Is 
hoped that that will finish the complete construction 
of those houses. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Acting Chairman, in 
connection ~ ~ i t h  these prefabricated houses1 1 am 
wondering whether the Hon. Minister in charge can 
give this Cmmittea any information about the 
officials who had been employed and have given 
such invaluable overtime services. I am wonderin$ 
whether they have been considered and adequatel? 
remunerated for such services. Of course, we know 
that Mr. Lahley, the Mallager-Secretar~ of the ~ Ious -  
jng Board, has been awarded the Y.B'E', but I 
referring now to the seconded Clerks and the Key 

1 am wonderillg if any information is 
iorthooming as to .tvhether these people have received 
3iry recognition. The recognition which means more 
ill this materialistic age is the financial one and l 
think everyone will agree with that. I trust that these 

Mr. LEWIS:  I am rising on a ~ o i n t  of Order. 
I was under the impression that we were doing page 
130. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : We are dealing with page 
131 (b)  Housing, and I should have asked to take 
that separately. 

I beg to move that the sum of $168,500 be voted 
under Part  I1 Capital Expenditure (B) Housing. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. GiODUAkW: &h-. Acting Chairman, I un- 

derstand that the hstimates that were made lor  tne 
p r e - t a ~ s  were Inadequately compllea and as a result 
arter we had voted money on two occasions, we tnen 
rea~lsed that we did not nave as many houses as had 
beell anticipated and for that reason they had to come 

ro-day. Whether they left out these concrete 
blocks which are tor the groundsill, or whether the 
houses more I do not know; but I am asking 
~Vlsnister now : 1s this sum of money just correction 
01 the Estimate or is he going to Increase these pre- 
tabs over and above what they have already come to 
the Houw for Because I felt on the second oocasion 
after discussing it with the authorities who were 
allocating these pre-fah houses that we could have 
done with another 500 houses and that we should not 
underestimabe them because none of the houses that 
were should have been repaired. W,e do 
not have to have hurricane; a forty-mile wind 
would throw down some of the houses put back up. 

the housing leaves a lot to be desired; and I 
ask if he ls considering m increase on the= 

pre-fab and I would also like him to take this 
"pportunity of telling the Committee whether it is his 
Intention after the Estimates are all settled, to come 

pop le  have not been overlooked and that the Hon back to the House for more money to continue repairs 
>linister ~ I t o  is responsible v~i l l  see to it that th*v tothe hurricane-damaged houses. I am sure he would l receive consideration and that urc will be invited to see to-night that he would need more money: but I 
do the necessary by way of a Eesolution in this House told him when we made the last vote that he had no 
to ensure that justice is done to them. I right putting i t  in that this would be the final request 

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Acting Cha~rman, tnL- . He did not have proper statistics and 
I-Iousing Authority, which is a recent creation of thls the figures he had were wrong : because when they 
House is the authority which is to carry through the htarted to report the houses, the ones that slipped 
larger programme of this Housing. Now, there are the grounds i l l sand they were expending $150 in 
certain Public Servants who because of their attitude material on these houses not including the labour 
temperament and outlook should be confined to $1. the lorry-now they have come to the most damaged 
desk and should never come into contact with mem- hOuses--the rotten houses-they are expending in 
hers of the public. I have been made aware through "any cases not more than $125 including material, 
the recent rehabilitation of the people as a result of labour and the expenses of the lorry. These houses 
the hurricane that certain applicants whose houses should be expending over $200 in material on them 
had been mashed and who have not yet been con. because they were the most damaged houses and the 
sidered or have any hope of being considered, seem people are dissatisfied because they are holding out 
to be regarded by some of the employees of the Hous- that  they have been waiting in shelters, lodging with 
ing Board as n~isances. They applied to the Housing neighbours, their houses have rotted on the ground 
Board and stated the condition of their calamity and and now they were getting a raw deal by having less 
cel.tain Public Servants employed by that Board have expended on their houses than those repaired first. 
looked upon them as nuisances. Those people have 1 am asking you to give a proper figure and get the 
heen actually insulted. I think the policy of the new necessary money to repair those that have been half 
authority in the selection of its eniplore~s and one ilone. T am going to asli you to let the H o ~ z s i n ~  Boar? 
which its mdmbers should keep uppermost in their set up a proper Investigating Committee. What the 
minds, is that certain Public Servants whc thin': hononrable junior member for St. John said is per- 
that the humble citizen applying. for loans for 110~s- fectly true. These people go to the Housing Board 
mg is becoming a nuisance. I t  is a faet that Y O n  and are turned around. They are frustrated and 
have now a few who are actually doing the policy getting really disappointed because thtey feel the 
the Government harm. The attitude of same of thes6 molley is running out and they are going to be left 
Public Servants will cause this Government to lose, but and I am asking you to put these two tl,ins riFht. 
the vote of many people- It is not the y o u  have to set up  a proper organisation where these Government. complaints can be investigated. Let people go out 
11.30 p.m. with motor cars and find out, because some are genu- 

Inasmuch as the Minister says he is nothing to ine and some are not. 
do with (employment, yet I am hard to believe that if Hon. M. E.  COX : Mr. Chairman, I dot not want 
a Minister tried his best to see that certain peopie to delay the Committee unduly on the point raised by 
were employed, they not be employed. The ie- the honourable junior member for St. John about 
sponsibility rests with them to give satisfaction to the persons employed by the Housing Authority who 
public. 1 inight not be favourably disposed to  the Government. 
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H e  also mentioned that i t  would cause the Govern- 
ment to lose votes and that sort of thing. I know of 
no new people appointed to the Housing Authority. 
A s  a matter of fact, there are only a fmew people 
as  f a r  as I remember seconded from the Control 
Board. I do not know if he is referring to any par- 
ticular person from that Department, but if he is I 
do not know of any appointment, but surely we cannot 
have people who are not prepared to pull their weight 
and go along with the policy of the Government; and 
~villle i t  is true that I do not interfere with any ap- 
pointments or anything like that, yet a t  the same time 
if I knew of anybody who was operating adversely to 
the policy of the Government, I would draw i t  to the 
attention of the authorities and try and see that that 
person is removed. Every man is entitled to his pol- 
itical belief, but when it comes to a Government serv- 
ant, he must serve the Government in power faithfully 
whether he likes i t  or not, with the hope that one of 
thmese days he would get rid of that Government, be- 
cause it is not what he likes or dislikes, but what the 
people of the island say. So I assure the honourable 
mtember that now that he has raised that point, I will 
make a little enquiry. As I said, no new person as 
fa r  as I know has been appointed; maybe there were 
one or two people seconded from other Departments, 
especially the Control Department to the Housing 
Board in this emergency. 
21.40 p.m. 

A point was raiszL1 by the honoulrable juiGor 
member for Christ Church as regards the additionai 
amount required for the conlple~on of these houses. 
Et: wanted to  find out whether this amounL is for t!lr 
purpose of completing these houses, or whether wa 
were adding to the nvruber on which we haye alreadl. 
decided. Originally, the nuiiiber was 500, and T V ~  
came back with a Resolution for 259. That is not to 
be added to the nuniber, but the Director of Publiz 
Works has pointed out that he has to transport thesd 
houses to the various sites after they have been built, 
and the calculation is slightly out of lifie. I do no4 
think we have done badly in this matter in the cir- 
c~mstaiices. 

011 the question of the repair of houses. the cost 
has been reduced, not because the same attention has 
]lot been given to these honsrs, but because there has 
been a substantial reduction in overhead expenses. 
I must say quite frankly that when the hurricane 
came down, and we decided to go around repairill!: 
these houses, we used quite a number of untraiii>d 
people. I was surprised to know that certain people 
who knew absolutely nothing ahout the matter, mere 
~ppointed ay Supervisors and some of them only want- 
ed to run around and draw a salary, ss that we found 
that the cost of these houses was high. 

it is also true to say that some honolirable meal- 
bers felt that i t  was a good thing to get around ancL 
let their constituents see if we would decide that we 
would give help by way of material and even labour ; 
and some honourable members thought it Setter to 
state the amount of stuff which should be delivered 
t o  the individual. I do not think that that was right, 
because a member would hardly know how much 
material i t  would take to repair "John Jones' " 
house; that member might sit down and say "deliver 
so much and so much material.'? We have been able 
to get r id of quite s number of these Supervisors, and 
we have been using Foremen Carpenters, people who 
know what they have to do. 

1 would like to let the honourable m?mber knew 
that we have on the list over 15,000 houses claimed to 
have been damaged by the storm; we could not lose 
more than one-third of our houses in  the storm, but 
some people seized the opportunity of getting their 
houses repaired, and the whole thing resulted in a 

repairs programme, rather than a hurricane rehabil- 
itation programme. If I had done what the honour- 
able member had suggested and had a Committee set 
up to make investigatlons, we migm have got some- 
thing like 3;000 houses on the list. Gp to iiow, a fairly 
good chfeck has been done and there are only about 
300 houses to be repaired now. 

Mr. VA4UGI-IAN : I have heard it said that Jamai- 
ca has been very long in dealing with their hurricane 
destruction, but the two places are not on all-fouys. 
The terrain thlere is nothing as simple as it is in Bar- 
bados, and there is no encouragement to tell a man 
who has had his house damaged in Barbados, that in 
Jamaica the houses have not been attended to since 
the hurricane in 1951. 
11.50 p.m. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Chairman, I would like to say 
that I have had complaints about the repair of these 
houses just as I suppose other honourable members 
have had. Some people have come to me and told me 
that their houses were not repaired properly. I know 
that some of these complaints have been investigated 
and found not justifiable. but I think there are others 
which are justifiable. I would invite the Hon Mjn- 
ister to send somebody else to see whether the firat 
inspector really mad'e out a proper case. You will 
get some results from so doing. 

The  question that the slum of  $168,500 be voted 
z t ? l r l c ~ *  Head I-Housing was put and resolved in, the 
affirmative without division. 

Head I1 - Medical Services 

Head 11,-M'ediml Services, was called. 
Hon. G. H .  A D M S :  I beg to move that the 

smn of $715,000 be voted under this Head. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to  second that. 
Mr. GODDARD: I would like to enquire where 

the Cottage Hospital will be put. Are you convert- 
ing one of the allnshouses into a Cottage Hospital! I 
ask that question because I know you have to wait 
until the coming into effect of the Maude Bill to start 
building it and that is not likely to happen until next 
year. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CIJMMINS: I may say that 
the ~rhole thing is still unsettled. If we have to em- 
bark on th'e building of a new Hospital we will have 
to sE~.lve the question of Cottage Hospitals because 
we will have to deal with the new Hospital first. It 
is proposed to- put one of these Cottage Hospitals ii: 
the n ~r thern  part of th'e island and one in the southern 
part. but as I have said, it is bound up with the 
quest nn of a new Hospital. 

lIr. LEWIS : I take it that the question of a new 
Iiospltal will be something which the Legislature will 
have to go into. 

]Ion. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Oh yes. 
The question tkat the szcnz of $715,000 be voted 

uncle:. this Head was put and resolveid ill the affirrna- 
'bive l uithout division. 

Head I11 - Education 

;Tead TIT,-Education, was called. 

]Ton. G. H .  ADAMS: I beg to move that the 
sum )f $1,095,200 be voted under this Head. As re- 
' gard:, where the open air school will be, I will like to 

say that we thought of St. Christopher and then of 
putting it in  St. John; and a day or two ago anothqr 
idea has been put up about the possibility of having 
to b ~ i l d  a Westbury Girls' School because of destruc- 
tion taused by the hurricane. However, I will prom- 
ise t l ~ e  honourable members to give them the informa- 



MARCH 

tion as sooil as it is ready. I will say that this open- 
air  school is intended to  be by  way of an  experiment. 
To niy mind, we all think that it should be put in the 
country. I think I will approve of the latest sug- 
gestjon I have heard. However, before it is actually 
under consideration, I will invite the House to ap  
prove of where i t  is going to be put. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to  second that. 
Mr. VAUGHAN: I wonder if the Hon. Premier 

has seen the St. John's Boys' School. Has he ever 
looked at  it recently to see that i t  is a structure which 
is disgraceful to the educational standard of this 
island ? 

T h e  question that the  srbm o f  $l,fJt)5,2r)0 be v o f ~ f t  
ua..s put and resolved in the affirmative. 

Head IV - Agriculture 

Head TTr-Agriczdtzore was called. 

Hon. G. H .  ADAMS: Mr. 
this Head, Agriculture, an addition is to be made in 
respect of fish pots. The number that n a s  lost seem\ 
to be more than asked for at first and i t  is proposed 
to ask for another $15,0W for this Purpose. That 
will come under Item 9, Hurricane; Rehabiliation 
of fishing fleet. The total under the Head ~vill  now 
go to $1,166,500. I b'eg to move that the sun1 of 
$1,166,500 be now voted ~ulder  this Head. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
M,.. GODDARD : I am glad to see that some- 

thing is put in for t?le victims of the Ilurricane. 1 
refer to those people who lost their windmills and 
i t  appears as if there was quite a lot of them. I t  is 
a fact that almost every windmill was damaged. 

1 cannot see you using the sum of $2(M>,OOC for 
roil conservation nor nan I see you spendii~g all tbi: 
money on the Fish Depot. As regards the loans to 
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it is still there to see. This m a k e  no difference as 
far  as setting out the Estimates are concerned. 
12.02 a.m. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I know the hon. member's views. 
He believes if you arc taking money 011t it is not 
necessary whether yo11 take it out of one pocket 
put i t  into another. 

What I would sap, Sir, is that this is money 
that is being advanced from the Treasury. It is what 
you call advance from the Treasury. That is not how 
the Appropriation Act reads as regards money yod 
2re going to advance lrom the Treasury, and repay 
as in a Resolution with the word "advance" in it 
m e n  You make Your assets and liabilities You Put 
down this amount that you have for the Fishermen 
Iievolving Fund. This is a fund that you regard no: 
as an expenditure but as  an  asset. However, Sir, 1 
am merely asking hiin to discuss it with the Finan- 
cial Secretary and see if you should have i t  in the 
Estimates. I t  is the same as your Revolving Fund 
for the factories. That cannot be regarded as an  
sdvance from the T~~~~~~~ but it is asset to the 
island alld some account ibe kept, The repay- 
ments do not go back into the T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  we have a 
system by which the interest is paid back to the 
Treasury but not the and therefore, p i t  
dfill only come for more molley if you exhausted 
this. For instance, the Emigration Scheme is another 
cne. I am appealing that there may be a third phase 
to our dealing with the Estimates, so let us put 
things straight: but you come and tell me you ex- 
pended so much and the people did nct pay back 
and you are forced to spend from your own Revenue. 

T h e  qt~estion that the  sun2 of $1,166,500 be v o f ~ l i  
~crnder Part II-Capital Expenditure-IV Agrioub- 
tzire was put  and resolved in. the  affirmatwe wit11- 

aviPion, 

I fishermen for fishing boats, I think your action is 
Head V-Communications 

very commendable. I know that is only a part. 
However, if it is pla,:.ed in a Revolviny Fund a ' -  
cording to you, it will mean that the sum of $150,00~J 
would be available to Fe loaned out. I knew that t h -  
applications for loans are large and I visualise that 
sum will be expended by October. 

Mr. InEWIS: Mr. Acting I am go- 
ing to ask the Hon. Premier to sit down quietly one 
of these days and think of the criticisn~ which 1 
make on these Heads. Now, a loan cannot be termed 
as expenditure- But if You are putting into 
a Revolving F4und i t  has no right to Put  under the 
~ ~ p r o ~ r i a t i o n  Act. I f  this loan to fishermen is go- 
ing to be put into a Revolving Fund i t  has no right 
to be ~ u t  in the ~ppropr ia t ion  Act. Let us have a 
Resolution for a sum for that to be advanced from the 
Public Treasury. YOU cannot vote ar! amount undidr 
an expenditure head and then use it as a sum to be 
put  in a Revolving Fund which you will get back. 
It cannot be termed as expenditure. 

Hon. G. E. ADAMS": How else should it be 
clc,ne? Isn't it appropriate that everpthillg that is ex- 
pended under a particular Head should be shown 
under a particular Head? If  by chance that the 
loan is not paid back into the Treasury-, what does lt 
matter if the explanation is given in the Note? When 
7'011 loan money to people, that is expenditure until 
I t  is paid back to you. It comes back to you. But 
if vou said i t  is a loan to fishermen bnt when it iq re- 
paid you wlll loan it to other fishermen, you still ex- 
p n d  i t  on other people. You know for certainty 
that the money you have thmere will always be there 
t:, e x ~ e n d  on other people. Of course, I see the hon. 
rnemberPs point of viec that it is not conip!cte rxDen- 
clitnre if i t  is changc.d from mon1.g t o  Fni1dirll.s 

Head 77 - Cont~ii 7~rtimtio?zs-uras crrlled. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the 
$4917490 be voted under this Head- 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Acting Chairmas, I am 

speaking on Item 4, Fiood Prevention works, $20,0GO. 
That is for the construction of two dams in  the Con- 
stitution valley. m ~ ~ l l ,  as a matter of interest I 
would like to show where I think that money c o u l , ~  
be spellt to a better advantage wsuld be ill S1. 
Matthias, B o ~ r n e ' ~  Land. When the rain falls, they 
become flooded and they are really a lot of poc,r 
veople7s houses that a-re affected. There are dozelL< 
and dozens of houses and the water comes througll 
Pavilioil Court. I t  1s really a tragic scene-nor, 
c.reated by a big flood, but any two or tllree inchci 
of rain opens nem, tracks. I admit it runs through 
1,rirate tenantry but that is a malter of inv;e&igt- 
i i ~ n :  and I hope that J-ou will take a note of that 
and ask your E n g i ~ l e ~ r  of Works, on the very nest 
c ccasion that rain frzlls, to go out there and see 
the coliditions for himself. If he likes to phone m.. 
up. I do not have a rain coat but  I will go; a d  that 
is where the nloney can be expended. It rnight not 
nercl an awfnl lot, bn$ the water needs channellinp 
through the flood area In save hardship to those peo- 
ple in the big tenantry in  that area. I am asking 
you to put that on your notes and investigate th+ 
possibility of rectifying i t  as soon as possible. 

Hon. G H. ADAN'S: Mr. Acting Chairman, I 

b~lieve the people living in that district should have 
brought the matter to the notice of the Minister, and 
1 nave no doubt now that the hon. member has 
brought up the matter to the Minister. R e  will h a w  
an  investigation as soon as ~ossible. 



Mr. LEWIS : Mr Acting Chainnar, on Itein 
8, provision for the Ee-constructiou of Quarters oi 
Customs Officer a t  Srawell Airport, 1 am going 
to appeal to the Mil0:ster for Social Services. 1 
am of the opinion that accommodation is needed not 
ol ly for the Custanls Officer up there, but also .£or 
the Medical man. I look back here under Medical 
and do not see it. I am saying that both thc Sanitary 
Tnspector and the Customs Officer are finding ~t 
TTery hard at present since the hurricane. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. F. CUMMINS: The Sanitar:, 
authority had quarters for years. 

Mr. LEWIS: I all1 not saying you sl~ould givc 
him a new one, but ~ D U  should inspect i t  and have 
i t  put in order. 

Hon. M. E. COX. As far  as I remember thr: 
Director proposes to sink those dams southwest of 
Comrie. And I . . . 

Mr. LEWIS: Can anybody tell me anything 
about this bar in the caseenage? I nnderstand a con- 
tract was awarded and it has been left in the air, 
and, I would Like to know if you had to abandon 
the scheme of widening, because news has reacheti 
me that the Government and the contractor do no6 
seem to be able to get to any finality, axd nobody 
knows whether Government would continue this 
scheme. If it has been abandoned, let U? lirow; but 
do not go on putting it i11 here and you cannot malv 
any headway with it. 

Hon. 31. E. COX:  I would like to inform the 
hon. member i t  is not the policy of Government to 
albandon the deepening of this Careenage Bar. We 
have had no end of trouble wtith thc gentlem~zi 
to whom the contract was awarded. Since he was 
awarded the contract he has put  up all sorts of 
schemes, suggestions, obstacles and so on. He has 
of course, the hon. se~lior member for  St. George a.; 
adviser and with the Attorney General and tile 
Queen's Solicitor we have had endless llegotiatiolls 
and discussions with him. Wle are verging on final- 
ity now and the only thing holding us up  is the ques- 
tion of insuring the Pier Head wilds You know 
the Pier Head was damzged duriqg the h~irrjcnne an0 
we are now awaiting the decision of the insurers. 
When we get that decision I think we ~vill  get ahead 
with it, but we have had no little trouble with the 
contractor. 

M1.. LEWIS: Did understand the hcn. senior 
member for St. George is giving engineering advice 
or legal advice ? I am glad to know something is being 
done. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Legal advice, as fa r  as I 
know. 

The  question that fhe sum of $441,490 be  voted 
under Part II-Capital Expenditzcre-Head V- 
Cornmu~i icat ion~ was p i t  and resolved i n  i h e  aflirn:l-c- 
tive without division. 
i 2.10 a.m. 

Head Vl-Miscellaneous 

Head VI-Miscellaneous--was culled. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS : I am asking leave, Mr. 

Acting Chairman, to make an amendment under this 
~ e a d . -  

There being no objection, leave was g,rmted the 
H m .  Premlier.. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : The amendment is the 
addition of a new Item as follows: 

I t e m  9 (New)-Hurricane Reconstruction : Re- 
pairs t o  Sea walG$11,000. 

Provision of $11,000 to meet the cost of repairs 
to the sea wall aback of Government land at Prinpe 
Street. 

I beg to move that the sum of $232,912 be voted 
1,nder thls Head. 

Hon. 1:. E. COX: I n  seconding that motion, I 
inink the Committee should know that when these 
premises were rented to Messrs. Wilkinson & Haylies. 
~t was in the Agreement that the Company should 
~ e e p  the ti7alls i11 good repair and pay the s ~ u n  of 
£175 per year. But  i t  has been decided that the 
Governrneiit should undertake the repairs for obvious 
reasons, and charge the Company an econon~ic rent. 
We have decided to do that, and that is why we have 
come here for this amount of $11,000 for the pnrpvse 
or carrying out the repairs to these walls. 

&Ir. GODDAIID : I see in respect of Item 1, 
"Xechanization of Accounts," the note says that 
this amount of $22,000 is for the purchase of two 
accounting machines. For which Dmepartment are 
these machines required? 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: They are for the Treas- 
ury. The Accountant General has recommended the 
acquisition of tkese machines. It was also recom- 
mended by Mr. Foster, and the cost should be in- 
cl~lded in the Capital Estimates. 

The quesfion thaf t7ze s u m  of $232,912 Zle vo f rd  
under this' Head was put and resolved in, the affirm& 
five taitrhont divdsioxl. 

RE-CONIMITTAL OF HEAD XI11 

Hon. G 13. ADAMS: Mr. Acting Chairman, 
am asking leave to re-commit Head XI11 of th.: 

Current Estimates. 
There being n o  objection, leave was granted the 

Ho%. Premier. 
Hon. G. H. A D U S :  It has been drawn to our 

attention. and I have drawn i t  to  the attention of the 
Hon. Minister of Socid Services who has complained 
uz the lack of towels in our lobby, that apparenlly 
the sum voted in respect of "Incidentals" under this 
bead  has proved to be insufficient. I have had an 
opportunity of going through the Heads of Expendi- 
Lure in relation to the House of Assembly, and I have 
come to the aonchxsion-I may say i t  is regrettable- 
that it has been overlooked that insufficient money 
t~as been voted. I am told that the Bill for the light- 
m~ of this Chamber has not been paid for since the 
month of June, and i t  n ~ a y  be necessary to come down 
ro this House with a Supplementary Resolution to 
pay outstanding accounts. TTTe have had to make 
~rovision for extra things for which we have iiot had 
ro make provision before. I am therefore asking 
neave to change the amount of this Item from $450 to 
$545, which would Fe an additional amount of $95 to 
the total. [A VOICE : What about these harJ  
c*nshions ?l 

As regards the hardness of the cushions, I hard- 
" T  realise that I was sitting on a cushion, i t  is so 
romfortable ! rLa?c_nhter]. The total amount under 
Head XI11 will nom be $34.208. 

There being n-o oi.,jection, leave ncas grnnted thq 
Hon. Premier. 

Hon. G. H. ADMIX: I beg to move that the 
sum of $34,208 be voted under this Head. 

Hon. M. E. COX:  I beg to second that. 
The  question that the sum of $34,208 ba voted 

under this Head was 2:tht and resolved in t h r  a f i r? ! :~~-  
tive without division. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I now beg to move, Mr. 
Ading Chairman, that you do now report the pass- 
ing of several Resolutions in Committee of Supply 
totalling the sum of 615,659,761 beillg tE.p Estimatl2~ 
For the year 1956-57 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The  qrcestion was put and carrhd w m .  con. 



Mr. LEWIS: I am of the opinicn that this is ;/l1 

act of supererogation because we have to go all over 
the Estimates again; but I feel that the Head, Loan 
Funds, should be passed in the normal way, even 
although you bring i t  under a Resolution. 
1'1.20 a m .  

RESOLUTION A.PPROVING ISSUE OF 
ADVANCES FOR CERTAIN EXPENDI- 

TURE IN 1956-51 ESTIMATES 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Mr. Acting Chairman, 
this Resolution is for the sum of $2,896,600 to br: 
advanced from the Public Treasury (to be sub- 
seauentlv refunded from Loan Funds.) I t  gives for- 
mi l  app"roval for  the issue of advances to meet cer- 
tain expenditure for which provision is made in 
-&ese Estimates under Capital Expenc!i'iure. ' r ! ~  
Zxpenditure mill in  due course be covered by the 
authority of a Loan Act and the advances will be 
repaid when the loan or loans are raised. 

The items covered by  this Resolution are:- 
(See page 130 of the Estimates). 
Deep Water Harbour . . . . $ 1,300,000 
Development Board , . . . . 250,000 
R a s i n g  
Housing - Civil Servants . . 100,003 
Housing Authority . . . - 350,000 
W a t e r  Suppllies 
Lie-organisation . . . . 50,00(1 
Additional Mains and Standposts . . 225,009 
Replacement of Main-, . . lO0,O~jO 
3istrict "F" Police stat'ion . . 12,100 
Edzlcatioa 
Loans for Higher Education . . 16,509 
-4 g riculture 
Motor Tractors - Peasants . . 12,000 
Airport 
E,xtension of R'unwa;q . . . . 276,000 
Airport Buildings . . . . 205,000 

I beg to move that this Resolution for the sum 
of $2,896,600 be advarced from the I'ub!ic Treasury 
(to be subsequently refunded from Loan Funds) do 
VOW pass. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: I beg to s e c ~ n d  that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  Mr Acting Chairman, I do not 

want to hold up proceedings of this Committee but 
if you give notice or" the Resoluti_on you have 10 

niove the House into Committee on it. The House i~ 
not in Committee on this Resolution. I would like 
to  have everything straight. Another point is that 
when you gave notice of this Resolution, you did nor: 
give notice of your intention to move the House into 
Committee of Supply a t  its next meeting on it, there>- 
fore you should move tlie suspension of Rules 88 & 
99 to consider i t  now. 

T h e  qtcestwn, that  the  Resolution do now pass 
was put anld resolved in the  affirmative without 
d ivGon .  

ESTIMATES AND RESOLUTION PASSED 
IN COMMITTEE 

O n  motiow, of Bon .  G. H .  ADAIMS, seconded b y  
Hon. f i .  E. C O X ,  Jlr. C H A I R M A N  reported the  
pass+r~g of two Resolutions o n  the  Estimates for 
1956-57 &I Committee. 

Mr. S P E A K E R  rcszcmed the Choir and reporf-  
ed accordingly. 

O n  separate motions of Hon. G. H .  A D A i i S ,  
~econded  b y  Hon. M. E. C O X ,  the  Resolutions were 
read a first and second t ime and agreed fo. 
i2.30 a.m. 

APPROPRIATION BILL 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS :- Mr. Speaker 
I am asking leave to deal with the Appropriation Act, 
as the next Order of tbe day. 

There being ?W objection leame was granted ths  
hon member. 

Hon. G. H. ADAPdlS: I propose, Mr. Speaker 
In moving this to ask ?hat when the House goes in- 
to Committee as on previous occasions that instruc- 
tion be given to the Committee to take tile several 
Heads as read. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Your 

Honour do now leave ?he Chair, and that iustructions 
3e given to the House in  Committee that instead 
of readiiig these Items Head by Head, the whole 
Bill be taken as read. 

I-Ton. M. El. COX: I beg to second that. 
T h e  question was put m7 resolved in the  a f t r -  

?native without dicision. 
Mr. S P E A K E R  ;eft  the  Chair and the  &use 

went  into Committee, Mr. B R Y A N  in1 t h ~  Chair. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Acting Chairman, 

T beg to move that Clanses 1-6 with the accompanp- 
ing Schedule stand part of the Bill. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: I beg to second that. 
T h e  question tcas put am1 resolved in the aflirwu- 

tive without division,. 
O n  motion of  HOE. G.  H .  A D A M S ;  seconded b y  

Hon. M. E. C O X ,  Mr. C H A I R M A N  re;~orted th.7 
passing o f  t31e Bill in, Committee, and Mr. BP.??&-ER 
p-eszcnzed the Chair a%(! reported accordingly. 

On separate motion* of E c n .  G. H. ADAJ[,y  
seconded b y  R o n .  M. E. C O X  the  Bill was read (I 
third time and passed ..... 

The  Order Paper kaxirzg been, fixed. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H CUMMINS: I beg to move 
that this House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 13th 
March, 1956 a t  3 o'clock p.m. 

Hon. M. E. COX. I beg t 9  second that. 
T h e  qz~estion was put  and agreed to, and 11fr. 

&peaker adjozwned the  House accordingly. 
12.40 a.m. 




