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House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPOR?') 

SESSION 1955-56 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tzcesahy 13th March, 1956. 

Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Ss-  
sembly mtet at  3 o'cloclr p.m. today. 

Presmt  : 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker)  ; 
nfr. J. E. T. BRANCKER; Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUX- 
.TINS, C.B.E., M.D., C.M., (Minister of Social Ser- 
vices) ; His Honour Mr. A. E. S. LEWIS (Depa ty  
Bpeaker) ; Hon. M. E. Cox, (Minister of Comrnunim- 
tioms, Works  and Housing) ; Mr. L. E. SMITH, J.P., 
(Chairman, of C o m ~ i t t e e s )  ; Mr. F .  L. WALCOTT. 
O.B.E. ; Hon. R. C .  MAP, (Minister of Trade, Indus-  
t r y  and L n b o u r ) ;  Mr .  T.  0. BRYAN; Mr J. A. 
HAYNEX, B.A., Mr. V. B. VAUGIH-~N and Mr.. E. $1 
ROTJRNE. 

Prayers ware read. 

MLNUTES 

Mr. SPE.AKER: I have the honour to inform 
the House that the Minutes of the last meeting are 
not yet ready for confirmaltion. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Government Notice s were given as follows :- 
Hon'ble Dr. H. Q. H. CUMMINS: (for  the 

Premier) : Resolution to place the -um of $540 at 
the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Commit- 
tee to supplemnent the Estimates 1955-56, P ~ r t  I, Cur 
rent, as shown in the Supplementary Estimate 1955- 
56, No. 75 which f o r m  the Schedule to the Reso- 
lution. 

Hon'ble R. G. MAPP: Resolution to sanction 
the "Exportation (Drawback of Duties on C'ylinti- 
ers containing locally manufactured Gages) Regula 
:ions, 1955 " 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : Of niy inten 
+;on to move the House into Committee of Sup& 
nt its next meeting in order t o  consider tlif~ money 
Resolution of which I have just given notice. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO MR. T"UDOR 

. Mr. BRAXCKER: Mr. Speaker. I ant mking fol. 
five weeks' leave of sbsence on behalf of my col 

league, the hon . junior member far  St. Lacy, as 
from today. 

There b h g  no objection, the  leave asked for 
.rum granted. 

ACTING CHAIRMAN 'OF COMMITTEES 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, before you can 
the Orders of the Day, I should like to  submit a. 
rnotion wchich I submitted on the last occasion, a n d  
1 sincerely-hope that the hon. junior mentber for St. 
Joseph will not take exception to it on such grounds, 
I beg to move that t h ~  hon. junior member for  St-  
Joseph be appointed Chairman of Committees of 
f his House. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINX: I beg to move 
that the hon. junior member for St. Michael be ap- 
pointed Chairman of Committees for today's sit- 
ting. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : I a& moving a n  amend- 

ment to that motion; i t  is that the hon. junior mem 
her for St. Michael be C h a i ~ n a n  of Committees for 
the remaind'er of the Session. The reason why I am 
doing that is this: there is no point i n  thist House 
making light of the oifices of the House. The offices 
c~f this House carry with them certain emoluments, 
and how are you going to assess what emoluments 
are going to be paid in respect of these offices if you 
rppoint somebody to act for one portion of the day ' 
I make the amendment that the hon. junior mem- 
ber for St. Michael be Chairman of Committees f o r  
the remainder of the Session, otherwise we have ao 

- C l airman. 
Mr. BRYAN: M]-. Speaker, I find myst?lf lo- 

day in the same unfortuna,te position as that in 
which the hon. junior member for St. Joseph founti 
himself at  the last sitting of this House. Unfortunate- 
ly for me, I am sittinr: beside the hon. junior meln 
her for St. Peter; but I would like to make the poir:t, 
[or the sake of the rr.cord that my sittinr here has 
absolutely nothing to do with the motion which thc 
hon. junior member fc~r St. Peter has made. As a, 
,natter of fact, the making of that motion is a great 
surprise to me. I just want t o  place that position on 
record for the sake of clarity. 

The  question that the h m .  junior member for 
Bt. Michael be appointed Chairman of Committees for 
touhy's sitting was ~t md resoktzd in the af+ma 
!ive without dit;ibswn. 
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COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY The next is Item 49, Subsistence allowance to  
N.C.07s and men on special duty and attendink k 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day Courts. The note reads as follows:- 
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Social "The unforeseen costs in connection with the 
Services to move the House into Committee of Sup- posting of members of the Police Force a t  Seawell 
ply to consider the grant of s u m  of money for the: for guard duty during the visit of iour Canberras 
service of the Island. and one Hastings aircraft to Barbados from the 

I ;Om ithe motion of Hon. Dr. H .  G,  H.  CUM- 22nd to 25th August, 1955, amounting to $145 were 
JfriVs, s e c ~ t n d ~ d  by Hart‘. M. E. COX, Mr. XPEAKE 1: charged to this vote. As th'ere was no provis~on 
lcft tt& C k n ~ r ;  and the House went iq(to Corn i t -  for such expenditure this sum is needed to meet 
tee of Supply ,  Mr .  BRYAN beilzg in the Chair. the normal commitments of this vote." 
3.25 p.m. Item 50 is Motor Transport. The note reads as 

follow-s :- 
LEAVE TO TAKE MONEY RESOLUTIONS "Expenditure vouchers in respect of cost of 

upkeep of motor vehicles, for which there was pro 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H.  CUMMINX: &b. Acting vision in the 1954-55 Estimates, were submitted 

Chairman, I am asking leave to be allowed to take too late for payment within that financial year. At 
charge of two Money Resolutions standing in the the 31st March, 1955, there was an  unexpended 
name of the Hon. Premier. balance of $1.046 in the vote. The vouchers were 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
Hon. member. 

Supplementary Estimates 1955-56 
No. 53. 

subsequently ;harped to the current year's vote. A 
revote of $800 being part of the amount which 
lapsed is now required to meet current costs under 
this item to the {end of this financial year." 

I n  regards to Item 55, Fees and Expenses for 
instruction in First Aid, the note reads a s  follows :- 

Police 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUEIIKINS: Mr. Acting 
Chairman, this Resolution is for Supplementary 
Estimates the sum of S8,O12 and the Items are 
out in the Schedule to the Resolution. 

The first Head is Police and the Notes to the 
Items set them out clearly. As regards the first 
Item, Clothing and Equipment, the Note reads as 
follows :- 

" Certain items of clothing ordered from the 
Crown Agents for which there was provision in the 
195455 Estimates, did not arrive before the end of 
that financial year. Consequently the sum of $5,650 
which had been earmarked to pay for this clothmg 
remained unspent. The order has since arrived and 
its cost cannot h borne bv the current vear's vote. 

"The number of N.C.O7s and men undergoing 
examinations in First .lid has increased during 
the year. rphe provision under this itern is inade- 
quate to meet the costs to the end of the financial 
year. A further $25 is reauired." 

m o t e  of the unexpendei balance menconed above 
is now required." 

It is the usual thing we have been getting from 
time to time. Needless to say, we all deplore that a 
thing of this sort should .occur but we have no other 
alternative except one or two things, either to pass 
i t  or reject i t ;  and I am sure hon. members will not 
be in favour of rejecting i t  especially when we have 
received the goods. 

Dealing with Item 34, Cleaning, Water and 
Light, the Note to it reads as follows:- 

"Claims against this item, for  which there was 
provision in  the 195455 Estimates, were submitted 
too late for payment before the close of the financial 
year. The sum of $1,627 remained unspent under 
this vote. These claims were subsequently charged 
against the current year's vote, but a revote of $1,000 
being part  of the unexpended balance a t  31st March, 
1955 is required to meet necessary expenditure 
during the balance of this financial year." 

l'he next Item is 40, Incidentals. That has 
been found necessary owing to the bringing of two 
witnesses to the Island to  give evidence a t  the Court 
of Grand Sessions for which no provision has bee- 
oade. The expenditure was charged to  the Police vote 
for incidentals in the current Estimates. This vote 
cannot bear this expenditure in  addition to  its nor- 
mal commitments without being overspent. Supple- 
ventary provision of $192 is now required to meet 
the nornfal commitments against this vote. 

I - Then a s  regards the last Item under this IEead 
-Item 62, Nlewspape~s,-the note sets i t  out clear- 
ly. I t  is stated:- 

/ "Certain claims under this item, for which 
there was provision In the 1954-55 Estimates, were 
received too late for  payment before the close of 
the financial year. There rema~ned a n  unexpended 
balance of $160 in this vote. The claims were sub 
sequently charged against the current year's vote. 
&4 revote of the unexpended balance mentioned 
above is now required to meet current commit- 
ments." r 

Barbados Regiment 

The next Head to be dealt with is Head XXIV 
-Barbados Regiment, and the Item for  which pro- 
vision of $40 is to be voted is for  Insurance of 
Motor Transport. The note says:- 

"An accident involving a motor lorry belonging 
to the Barbados Regiment has resulted in the loss 
of the "no-claim bonus'' amounting to $35.00 on the 
yearly premium paid for  the insurance of the lorry. 
I n  addition the sum of $24 has had to be paid 
towards the cost of repairs to the vehicle. These 
two amounts, which had not been budgeted for in 
this year's Estimates of Expenditure, have already 
been paid and the balance available under Item 25 
is not sufficient to meet commitm~ents to the end of 
the year." a 

Mr. Acting Chairman, you will see all, more 
or less, are unforeseen except in one or two Items. 
Fuch as the Police nrriving from ovBrseas and 
:he goods from Crovn Agents arriving too late 
and the money has to be revoted. I beg to move 
that this R.esolution fcr the sum of $8,012 do no~,~r # 
pass. 

Hon. 34. E. C O X :  I beg to second that. t 
Mr. SMITH: Mr. Acting Chaii-mar:, I do not 8 

k-ow who is responsible for the circnlation of the33 
Order Papers but whoever is responsible might have 
heard that I have resigned from the Chair but surely 
hot from the House ; therefore I should have received 
a copy of these papers. I will be glad if there would 
be an instruction to those persons who are respoasi- 
b;e for the iss~zing of these papers that I am still a t 
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rntmber of this House and that  I shoulc? be circ~x- - / lated with my Order Paper and the other accom- 
' . panying papers. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Acting Chairman, I sympa- 
thise with the Government for having to bring 
forward such a n  old bill and ask for a revote for it. 
However, I doubt very much that you can altogether 
go more than one set of Estimates ahead and ask Ior 
a revote. You are talking about a revote when 
there is another set of Estimates already passed for 
1956-57. This is for money which was voted in the 
1954-55 Estimates. 

The questiow that the Resolz~twn do now pass 
zaas put and resolved in, the affirmati?$e without 
division. 

Supplementary Estimates 1955--56 
No. 74. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Acting 
Chairman, the next Resolution is for the sum of $209 
and i t  is for Refund tr. the St. IVfichne17q hl~nshouw 
of Customs Duty and Package Tax on certain Items 
imported into the Island. I t  is quite customary to 
grant this refund. The goods comprise of nine bed- 
steads, two pairs of portable side rails and eight 
commode chairs with enamel pans and lids. 

It is in accordance with the law and I beg to 
move that this Resolution for $209 do now pass. 

Hon. M. E. COX- I beg to seccad that. 
The question, was put and resolved in  the af- 

fimativ~e without divisiow. 
3.35. p.m. 

0% motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. G U L I ' I N S ;  
seconded by Hon M. E. COX, Mr. CHAIRMAN re- 
ported the passing of two Resolutions i n  Conzlmittee, 
nnd Mr. NPEAKER resunzed the Chdk aM, reported 
accordingly. 

On separate rnotzons of Hon. Dr H. (2. H .  
W CUMMINS, secondeid by  Hon. M.  E.  COX the Reso- 

lutwms were read a first, and second t h e  and agreed 
t ~ .  

EXPIRING LAWS BILL 

Hon. Dr. CUMMI2\1;S granted Leave to take 
rJt,arge of Orders sta7:ti'ing in  the name of t i l e  H'w~z. I 
~reriier..  

Hon. Dr. H. G. H.  CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I am 
asking leave to take charge not only of (Prder No. 2, 
but of all the Orders standing in the name of the Hon. 
Premier who is absent. 

There being no objeotion leave was granted the 
Hon. Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
now stands in the name of the Hon. Minister for 
Social Services: Second reading of a Bill to continuc 
various expiring laws. 

Hon. Dr. H.  G. H. CUMMINS: Order No. 2 
is the usual Bill that comes before us a t  this time of 
the year to continue various expiring laws. They 
;Ire in the Schedule as set out below. 'Fhe mosl 

4 ~ . ~ c e n t  is the Anglican Church (Partial Suspensioni 
,\et, 1955 ; otherwise the others we are familiar 

p with. 
I I beg to move the Bill be now read a second time. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: I beg to second that. 
Ths questwn was put and resolved in the affirm- 

ative without divi&. 
On motion of Hon. H. B. H. C U M M I N S ,  sec- 

e d e d  b y  Hon. M.  E. COX Mr.  SPEAKER left the 
Chair and the House wmt into C o m ~ t t e e  the 

7.' Bill, M r .  BRYAN in the €?ha&. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move 
that the Preamble be postponed. 

Hon. M. E.  COX : I beg to second that. 
The question, was p ~ t  and resodued in. the uffirmt!,- 

.native without dzvision 
Clauses 1 & 2 were called and passed. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMXINS: I beg to move 
that the Schedule stand part of the Bill. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: I beg to second that. 
The question was put and agreed to. 
Hon. Dr. 11. C*. H.  CUMMlNS: I beg to move 

that the Preamble do now stand part. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question was put and agreed to. 
On motion of Ron. Dr. H. G. H, CUMMINN, 

seconded by Hon. M. E. COX, Mr. S P E A K E R  
resumed the Chair and reported mmding ly .  

On separate motions of How. Dr. $1. G. H. 
CUMMINS, secowded by Hon. M. E. COX, th'e Bill 
was read a thircl t h e  and passed. 

CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT (GENESRAIL) 
(AMENDMENT) OXDER NO. 5, 1956 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
now stands in the name of the Hon. E n i s t e r  of 
Social Services, to move the passing of the following 
Resolution: "Eesolution to  approve the Order 
entitled " The Civil Establishment (General j 
(Amendment) No. 5 Order, 1956." 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINX: Mr. Speaker, 
tbere are a series of Orders on the Order T'aper--No< 

to 9, and 19 and 25 which were given notice of b 7  
the Premier before dealing with the Estimates. 

Thte first is a brief Order entitled Civil Estab- 
lishment (General) (Amendment) No. 5 O~der ,  
1956. I think it was explained on that occasion and 
members are fully well acquainted with it. I do not 
think we need go over it. 

I beg to move that the Resolution do now pass. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LlEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I think I ann en- 

titled to get an  explacation as to why there are s~ 
many Orders. Why should there be so many Ordern 
nf one nature? General Amendment from WO. 5 to 9. 
Could not all these Orders be made as of one? The 
ones I have been able to find have all been made on 
the 6th March, so what is the object of complicating; 
this matter? They should be consolidated to assist 
members. I would like the Hon. Minister to tell me 
why i t  is we have so many Orders, why it could not 
be one Order since notice was given by one member. 
3.45 p.m. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: This first one? 
Sir, is to do hrith Erdiston. I n  consequence of the 
development of Erdiston College more pupils are 
tzught there-there are more teaohem from the Le+ 
ward and Windward Islands-and of course more 
staff is necessary. I n  addition to  that there is the 
increase in salary to the Principal, Vice-Principal 
and Housekeeper. 

These are all, more or l=, contributed to by the  
va~ious  Governments of the Windward and Leeward 
Islands, and this jF. the Order which is t o  establish 
h e  posts. Generally speaking, this is the Order in  
respect of Erdiston, and there are some other Orderv 
which have to  deal with increased staff a t  the Gov- 
ernment m c e s  in consequence of the extension 
there. 

As will be seen. there will be different Reads and. 
different Offices. There is Education, the Fire Bri- 
pade and others, and I do not think that they could 
be very well be dealt with under one Head, con- 
veniently. 
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Mr. LEWIS : I should Like to let the Hon. Ministzr RESOLUTION TO APPROVE "THE CIVIL 

know that if you are revising the salaries of all she ESTABLISHMENT (GENERAL) (AMEND- & 
Civil Servants, you bring in  one Order. It is the MENT) NO. 8 (n[EUER, 1956." 
same amendment Order; i t  h only that you have 
different dates on which these things come into oper- Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
ation. also stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Sc- 

cial Services: to mova the passing of the following The questwn that this Besolutim do now p?s. was Resglution. Resolution to approve the Order entitled put and resolved iq~ the affirmative withozct dwzswn "The Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment) 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE "THE CIVIL No. 8 Order, 1956." 
HOE. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: This Order 

(GENE&BL) (AMEND- deals with certain additional staff in  connection wirh MENT) NO. 6 ORDER, 1956" the Department of Scienoe and Agriculture. It pro- 
Mr. SPEAKpR: The next order of the Day also \ides for the establishnlent of the following posts:- 

stands in the nazne of the anhter of sboial Accountant, vice one post of Senior Clerk, Assistant 
Servicw: to move the passing of the following A ~ c o ~ n t a n t ,  vice one post of Long Grade Clerk, Senior 

llntomological Assistarlt, Fishing Boat Inspector, 1ution:-Resolution to approve the Order entitled two Long ClerkJ, one new and one vioa ten,- 
"% Civil Es t ab l i~en t ,  (Amendment) porary post, and Secretary, one post of Stenc- 
No. 6 Order, 1956." grapher-typist. These posts have all been included )?. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUWIINS: This Order is in the Estimates. I beg to move that this Resolution 
connection with the Fire Brigade. It has been pro- do now pass. 
posed and accepted that the Fire Officer should take Hon. M. E.  COX. I beg to second that. 
over the eare of the Fire Service a t  Seawell Airport The question that this Resulutwm do now pass 
rather ihian this service being baked after by the was p6 and resolved i m  the affirmatin c; without 
Establishment which we now have. That proposal &v.isio.n. 
c d s  for increased at& a t  the Airport, and the sala- 
ries for the increased staff are already included in RESOLUTION TO APPROI7E "THE CIVIL 
the Estimates. I beg to  move that  %is %solution do ESTABLISHMENT (GENERAL) (AMEND- 
now pass. MENT) NO. 9 ORDER, 1956" 

Hon. M. E .  COX. 1 beg to secmd that. 

1 Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
The question that this Resolution do now Pms was i tasds in the name of the Hon. Millister of Socl.ll 

put and resolved in the affirmagive without divi- Services: to move the passing of the following Reso- 
sion. I lution: A Resolution to approve the Order mtitler! 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE "THE CIVIL 
ESTABLISHMENT (GENERAL) (AMEND- 

MENT) NO. 7 ORDER, 1956 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next order  of the Day also 
stands in the name of Hon. Minister social 
Services: to move the passing of the followi% Rs0- 

1ution:- Resolution to approve the order  entitled 
. The Civil Establishz2ent (General) (Amendment J 

No. 7 Order, 1956." 
H. G. H. CUMMINS: ~ h & ,  Order pro- 

vides for the establishment of separate posts of 
Principal of the Evening Institute and the Princi- 
pal of Evening and Technical InstiWnm, silld 
Deputy Principal and Chief Technical Instructor 
of the Evening Institutes. I n  consequenae of the rb+ 
signation of the office held by! one person, i t  has been 
decided to separate these post' and 1'' them be 
by two different people. I beg to move *t this Re- 
solution do now pass. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to second that. 

Mr. LEWIS: As we go along, I suppose i t  will 
aawn upon the Hon. Minister how l~borious it is for 
His the these Orders 
r-rder to get through something for which money has 
already been provided. The only reason for dealing 
with these Orders in this manne8 is that the Govern- 
ment might feel that hon. members would not agrez 
to the establishment of all these posts with thess 
~woluments, and they would have an opportnnity of 
throwing out any particular one of them. 1 certainly 
do not see the uf bringing down all of 
Orders when we co*ci have had One Rralution 
approve all of these Or6ers. 

The questiolt t h t  this Resolwtwn a70 .now puss 
was put m d  resolved h the affirmative w$tho.~rt 
division(. . 

/ "The Civil Establishment " (General) ( Ar~endment) 
No. 9 Order, 1956." 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: The next Reso- 
!ution is in connection with the Governnlent taking 
oveP and running the Eagle Hall Market as has hem 
proposed; this Resolution is to p r o ~ i d e  the additional k 
.taff which will be reycired. There mill be oue 
Supervisor and one Assistant Iieeper. I beg to mo;,e 
:hat this Resolutiol~ do  no^^ pass. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The q~testion~ that this Resolutioln do now pas? 

Was plzlt and resoltlfrl in the affirslzatitq~ without 
dn"~'is'ion. 

RESoLUT1oN To "THE 
(GENERAL) (AMEND- 

MENT),  No.  10 ORDER, 1956" 

Mr. SPEAKER: 'The next Order of the D3.v 
also stands in the llame of the ETon. ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~  of 
Social Serrices: to moIrt, the passing ~f t'rp fcilowing 
Resolution:-Resolution to approve the Order en- 
titled "The Civil Establishment (General) (Amenti- 
went) No. 10 Order, 1956." M 
3'55 P m .  

Hon. Dr. H.  G. H. C'UMMINS: This Resolution 
deals with the establishment of certain posts. The 
a,mendments to Order provide for - 

(a) The reduction of the number of Overseers 
a t  the Governr:~ent Industrial Schools from 
ten to eight. 

The Interim Advisory Board and the Board of 
Visitors of the Government Industrial Schools havz 
Pcoommended that time to time posts of Over- 
Beer a t  the Schools shluld be replaced k y  posts of 
teacher so as to ensure that better qualxed personnel 
are available to undertake duties relating to the 
after-care of delinquents. One post of Overseer js 
.rt present vacant and the opportunity is being taken 
, to replace this post by a n  Assistant Teacher. A p 



/ r apresponding amendment to the Civil Establishmeilt 
(Teaohers) Order is being submitted to the Legisla- 
ture separately. Another post of Overseer which was 
retained on the Establishment i n  order to preservv 
the pension rights of the holder who was seconded 
to Government Plantation at  Dodds has now become 
redundant in consequence of this officer's retirement. 

(b) Provision of additional posts of one Senior 
Clerk, nine loilg Grade Clerks and two 
Stenographer- Typists. 
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These posts will be allocated as follows: 

Senior Clerk Highway; am3 Transport-l 

The officer will assist in the management t ) i  

the office duties as personal and confidential 
Clerk to the Director and will take charge 
of the correspondence section. 

Lmg Grade CleYrlcs Hig31,ways and l1rl*nsport--l 

Number of Long Grade Clerks in the De- 
partment increased as a result of the ex- 
pansion in  the volume of accounts, corres- 
pondence and statistics axising from the in- 
creased operations and activities of the 
Department. 
The provision cf the Senior Clerk post and 
the additional post of Lonjg Grade Clerk 
will permit of the discontinuance of the 
services of t w  temporary cierks at presenr, 
employed in the Department. 

Increase in the number of Customs Clerks 
from 33 to 40 to enable the Department So 
cope efficiently with the all round increase 
in customs work e.g. supervision of six 
Garment Facrories which are allowed duty 
free entry of certain articles vqed in the 
mallufacture ~ ) f  garments, in:reaw in statis- 
tical detail as a result of the a6option 01 
Standard Intsc: national Trade Classificatio~~ 
and in the gellttral demaqd for statistical in. 
formation, and the examination in steamers9 
warehouses of a fixed percentage of imported 
goods. 
The four temporary posts of Clerk for 
which provisioiz has been included i11 th: 
Estimates during the past six years, will be 
abolished. 

Rarbour and Shippin!, Master's Beparf incl 111-1 

The steady rise in the recruitment of sea- 
men (1,200 on Register in 1954 as compar(~3 
with 2,100 in 1955) has led to an increase 
in clerical work relating to the issue of 
Discharge Certificates and Certificates of 
Nationality and Identity and has created 
the number of clerical posts in the Depart- 
ment up to 5. 

5 
'The overall eststblishment of Long Grarl~ 

Clerks will only be increased by eight since thc 
opportunity has been taken: to abolish the post of 
Long Grade Clerk formerly allocated to the Cur. 

t rency Department. . 

Gerreral Hospital - 1 to be aalocated to thc 
X-Ray Department. 
The work in this section has increasei 
enormously over the psst seven years a s  ma! 
be gauged by the fact that the number oi 

patients treated by the department i n  1948 
was 2,000 as compaxed with 7,000 in 1954, 
and is beyond the capacity of the sole typist 
in the X-Rhy Department. 

The services of a n  additional typist are 
required to cope with the volume of typing 
work which hcs been greatly increased by the. 
expansion of Welfare Services in  the Island. 

Increase in the number of Control Officers, 
Seawell Airpjrt ,  from four to five. 

The present management and air traffic 
control personliel consist of - 
1 Director of Civil Aviation ($4,800) 
1 Assistant Director of Civil Aviation 
($1,920-3.4516) > 

4 Control Officers ($1,920-2,520) 
2 Air Traffic Control Assistarits !$,8641,344) 

Since the introduction of the British West In- 
lian Airmsys Viscount Service between Barbados 
2nd New York on 15th December, 1955, Seawell Air- 
port has been required to  maintain a minimum of 
Eve 24-hour watches 51r week instead of four 24hour 
watches a week previously. The existing establish- 
ment is inadequate to cope with the increased traffic 
ind considerable embarrassment is created when a 
Control Officer 1s on leavle or undergoing training in 
Trinidad. 

I t  has been necessary recently for both the Di- 
rector of Civil Aviation and the Assistant Director 
of Civil Aviation to man tbe Control Tower for long 
and regular spells to the detriment of their admin- 
istrative duties. 

With the provision of an  additional post those 
difficulties would disappear and i t  would be possible 
for the Airport to operate on a round-the-clock basis 
and to  avoid the danger of requiring a Control 
Qfficer to be on duty for  excessively long hours. 

I keg to move that this Resolution to approve the 
Civil Establishr ent (General) (Amendment) No. 
;01 Order, 1956 do now pass. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: I beg to second that. 
TLe question, was put  and resolved in the afir. 

mative without divisiom. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE CIVIL ESTAB- 
LISHMENT (GENERAL) (AMENDMENT) 

NO. 11 ORDER, 1956 

niir. SPEAKER,: The next O r d e ~  of the Day 
IIOW stands under the name of the Hon. Minister of 
Social Services: To mcTre the passing of the follow- 
ing R~esolution :-"Resolution to approve the Ordcr 
entitled "The Civil Establishment (Generd) 
(Amendrr,ent) No. 11 Order, 1956." 

Hon. Dr. 11. G. H.  CUMMINX: Mr. Speaker, 
this Resolution to approve the Civil Establishment 
(General) (Amendment) No. 11 Okder, 1956 is 
rather expensive. I t  provides for  the creation of 
posts a t  the Health Centres which is consequent upon 
the World Health 0.rganisati.o~ coming .to a+5sist in. 
such establishments. This organimtioh hiis 'calleti 
for more staff a t  the H e d t h  Csentres a t  Speightstown 
and St. Michael. Opportunity will also be taken to 
establish a staff for the St. Philip Health Centre at 
Six Cross Roads which is expeched to be ready for 
business in the half of the financial year. as soon as 
.the building is erected The following new posts are 
needed :- 



St. Michael 

1 Laboratory Super.~'isor-$4,128- 
1 Pem,ale Clerk-$624-1,440 
1 S t a f  Nursc-$528-864 

Speightstown 

1 Staff Nurse-$528-864 

Fix Cross Roads 

1 Laboratory Assii:tant-$600-2,280 
1 Messenger-$480-816 
The post of I-aboratory Supervisor is required in  

order that the Laboratory Service which i t  is pro- 
posed to set up at finmore will be in  the hands of a 
capable and well qualified Laboratory Technician. 
Dr. J. D. Glismann, the Chief Field Officer for the 
Caribbean Zone 2, and Dr. Marion Bevis, the World 
Health Organisation Laboratory Sp?cidist, who is 
a t  present on a two year attachment to this Govern- 
ment. have both emphasised the need for the estab- 
l ishient  of this 

The services of a Flaff Nurse at. the S;  Blichae1'-: 
Health C'entre anu a t  the Speightstown Health 
Centre are required in order to relieve the Health 
Nurses at  these Centres of clinical duties and to 
allow them to devote greater attention to health 
visiting and healih education. 

Provision for the construction of the Health 
Centre a t  Six Crass Roads has been included in the 
Draft Estimates for 1956-57 and i t  is desirable that 
provision should be made for the post of I.aborator!: 
Assistant in order that the training of an officer in&j- 
be undertaken before the Centre is clpend. 

The Female Clerk will perform clerical and 
typing duties a t  Enmore. 

The abolition of the post of Head Cook, Mental 
Hospital, ($960) and the establishment of the fol- 
lowing posts :- 
1 Storekeeper and Heac? Supervisor -4 $1,512-1,800 
1 Supervisor . . . . $ 720- 960 
1 Driver . . . . $ 720- 862 

The proposals will ensure that proper supervisiod 
of the kitehen: staff a.ad control of the receipt and 
distribution of supplies a t  the mental Hospital arz 
maintained. 

No Officer is at  present responsit:le for the car? 
and maintenance of th? Mental Hospital ambulance 
which is driven, when required, by Male Attendants 
who are licenced drivers. This pmctice has proved 
most unsatisfactory and i t  is considered essential 
that a post of  river be created. 

I beg to move that this Resolution to approve 
the Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment) 
No. 11 Order, 1956 do now pass. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I beg to second that. 
The ques t im  was put and resolverl h, the aff%mau 

tive without divrisio,n. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE CIVIL 
ESTABLISHMENT (GENEJRAL) (AMEND- 

MENT), NO. 11: ORDER 1956 

Hon. Dr. H. G.  H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
am asking leave to  take charge of Orders nos. 19 

B5 whit& are 'Oivil Establishment Orders stand- 
ing i n  the name of the Hon. Premier as the next 
Orders of the Day. 

There being m objection, leave was granted the 
hen. m&@'. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
now stands in the name of the Minister of Social 
Services to move the passing of the following Reso-. 

lution: Resolution to approve the Order entitled 
" The Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment j 
S o .  1 Order, 1956." 

11011. Dr. 11. G. H. CU11IlbIIKS: This R,esolution 
:,eeks to approve  lie Civil Establishment (General) 
(Amendment) So. 4 Order 1956 which provides for 
aclditional staff for the Secretariat and the &Tinistries 
tvhen they are moved into the new building. The 
uew posts are : 
Assistant Chief Sec.retary . . 1 $5,760 
Senior Clerlr . . . . . . 2 $2.280-3.900 
Long Grade Clerk . . . . 5 $ '600-2i280 
Stenographer-typisr . . . . 1 $ 624-1,230 
Receptionist-typist . . . . 1 $ 624--1,230 
Telephone Operator . . . . 1 $ 528- 912 
3Zessenger . . . . . . 1 $ 480- 816 

The Addendum to the Eesolution sets that out 
clearly. They werc all included in the Estimates for I 1956-57 and I beg to move that this  solution to 
approve the Civil Establishment (General) (Amend- 
ment) No. 4 Order, 1956 do now pass. 

Hon. M. E.  COX : I beg to second that. 
T h e  question was put and resoltfecl! in !he nff irma 

i tive withozht division. 

ESTABEISHNIENT (TEACHERS) (AMEND- 
MENT) ORDER, 1956 

Mr. SPEAKER : The next a d e r  of the Da). 
now stands in the name of the Hon. ntinister of Social 
Services: to move the passing of the following Reso- 
lution : 12esolution to approve the Order entitled 
l The Civil Establishment (Teachers) (Amendment) 
Order, 1956. " 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: This Resolution 
seelrs to approve the Civil Establishment (Teachers) 
(Amendment) Order, 1956. I will briefly state Lhe 
position as regards this matter. Some time ago it 
was decided by the Interim Advisory Board and the 
Board of Visitors of the Government Industrial 
Schools that in order to improve the teaching and 
supervision at  those Schools that when the people who 
are there employed as overseers resign, and their posts 
become vacant, these posts be filled by teachers who 
will be able to give the children a better knowledge of 
life both morally, culturally and otherwise. One 
Overseer who was there for a number of years is about 
to resign and in accordance with that decision thp 
Government propos?s to put  a school teacher there in 
order that there should be better supervision and in- 
struction in the cultural, moral and otherwise life of 
these delinquent? I beg to move that this Resolutioii 
to approve the Ev i l  Establishment (Teachers) 
(Amendment) Order, 1956 do now pass. 

Hon. M. E. COX : I beg to second that. 
The  question wars put a& resolved &U the affir 

mative without divisio?b 

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORISE AGREEMENT 
WITH CHIEF ENGINEER WATERWORKS 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
am asking leave to take as the next Order of the Day, 
Order No. 24, which stands in the name of the Hon. 
Premier. 

There beifig no o b j e o w ,  leave was gramted the 
hdnowrabla member. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next Order of the Day 
now stands in  the name of the Hon. Minister of Social 
Services: to move ihe passing of the following Reso- 
lution : Resolution :,o authorise the Governor to enter  
into an aggeement with a person to  serve for a p e r i d  



of not more than two years as Chief Engineer, Water- 
works Department, a t  a salary of $11,520 per annum. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : This Resolutioll 
is for the purpose of authorising His Excellency the 
Governor to enter into an Agreement with a person to 
serve for a period of not more than two years as Chief 
Engineer, Waterworks Department, at a wlary of 
$11,520 per annum. %. Garrod who has been em- 
ployed on agreement by this Gove112ment as Chief En- 
gineer, Waterworks Department, since 20th Decem- 
',er, 1949, has his tenure of offiice coming to a11 end il: 
May, and this Govern:l?ent wants to make a further 
engagement with him in May. I t  is nci.esssr\r to come: 
to the House this Resolution in order to regu- 
larise this matter. Mr. Garrod has performed useful 
service to the island and I am sure that this House 
will not hesitate in extei~ding his services for another 
year. 

J beg to move that the Resolution do now pass. 
4.05 p.m. 

TIon. R. G. MAPP : I beg to second that. 
Nr. C U W P O R D  : Sir, I am really amazed that 

the Government should be so misinformed as to what 
is taking place a t  the Waterworks Department in this 
lisland as to extend or to eeek to extend the time of 
service of the Chief Engineer. The entire Water- 
works is an absolute scandal in this country, and thc 
fact that the Government can come here to-day to seik 
to extend Mr. Garrod7s term of office demonstrates 
that they m e  completely ignorant of what is happen- 
ing in Barbados with regard to the Wlaterworks De- 
partment. We do not need an official of the high 
price of W. Garrod to do what he is doing, because 
.d he & doing is laying pipes; and it does not require 
any special engineering genius to lay pipes--laying 
pipes and no water to put in them. I mean it is un- 
believable that we can have a Minister in charge ot 
this Department and the state of affairs which exists 
should be allowed to continue; and on the back of it 
"he Government comes here and asks for money to 
extend the term of office for the Engineer for another 
year. He should have been gone three years ago, and 
if we had a Government and a Minister of the Depart- 
ment who knew what it was all about, he would have 
been gone. We got down some new electric pumps 
for the Waterworks Department since Mr. Garrod 
assumed control of the Department. These pumps 
have never given any service; and if the men in the 
Waterworks Department were not afraid of their jobs. 
the whole Department would have blown up long ago. 
We have spent more money in repairing these pumps, 
;n freight to and from England-and the Barbados 
Foundry doing what they can-than the pumps cost 
entirely. Every time you ask about water in the con- 
stituencies you represent, because we have voted a lot 
of money for extending the Department, you hear 
you cannot get the water. I believe there are no less 
$han five of these pumps in England to-day. These 
pumps move to and back from England like how the 
Minister moves around. and they do not cost a cent,, 
B. Speaker; they cost s lot of money. They ara 
expensive pumps and they do not remain in  operation 
for six months. Mr. Garrod himself condemned the 
d d  &earn pumps that were working when he started ; 
he said they should have been scrapped, but it is the 
same old pnmps that are ~ u m p i n g  the water we are 
 sing now. I am sure if the Minister knew anything 
about thiq Department, he should be in a position to 
ronfirm that no less than five of these pumps are apain 
in England for repairs, and when they come back, Mr. 
Speaker, they would not stay up six months. As soon 
as you start to operate them they break down again. 

so what are we paying Mr. Garrod to do? If the 
pumps are not working as they shuld ,  con lei l l~l  them. 
*ier t o  the Estimates and you will h d  out the 
amount of money we have spent on extension of the 
Department the amount of money we have spent on 
these pumps, and let the l?!Iinister get up here and tell 
the House to-day or whenever he likes the amolmt of 
money that the Government has spent locally a t  the 
h'oundry and in England for repairs and for f~eight  
up and down since the last six years. The House ctnd 
the public will be amazed a t  the scandalous state of 
affairs existing at  the Waterworks Department. If 
we had anybody in the Government who was mindful 
of these things, Mr. Garrod would have been called 
upon long ago to make a proper Report on the machin- 
ery he controls since he has been Chief Engineer, and 
whether or not that machinery is giving the service 
we are entitled to expect from the money we spent on 
It. No private concern could have run its business the 
way we are running the Waterwtorks Department; but 
we have been finding the money in the Public Treas- 
ury and from the taxpayers whom they milk in .9,ll 
lashions to provide the money for an incompetent 
Ninister and a Waterworks Department to throw 
?way. Any one of the engineers a t  the Water- 
works Department can lay pipes. They agpoiated 
Mr. Garrod a t  a salary of $11,520 a year; now -.ve 
$re giving him Leave Passage apart from other 
passages for himself and his wife. In other words, 
we halve handsomely improved the terms and 
conditions of employment over and above those 
under which he was engaged. Wihat for, Mr. 
Spe~lcer? I have nothing personally agallzct  hi^, but 
what I am opposed to is the incompetent way in  which 
the Departm~nt is run, and the scandalous way .n 
which we are throwing away the taxpayers' money in 
the Waterworks Department : because in my opiniofi 
we brought him here for the special purpose of organ- 
ising and extending the Department. We had already 
completed all the surveys, and we had all the data 
necessary with regard to the availability and the loca- 
tion of the island's water supply. We had splendid 
Reports from Dr. Senn and others; so his duty was 
not to concern himself with telling us where the water 
'was or how to get it. He was merely responsible for 
the Department while he extended the machinery to 
bring the water to the surface. That is all he had to 
do and I am saying that what he has done we could 
have had done for far  less money; and apart from that, 
Mr. Speaker, i t  was Mr. Garrod's duty first and fore- 
most to acquaint himself with the day-to-day opera- 
tion of the Department under his control, and period- 
ically to report to the House and the country and let 
us know what was happening. Now obviously he has 
not done that. If he had done that, we could not 
have renewed Mr Garrod's term of office as we did a 
few years ago, nor could we have come back t o - d ~ y  
mith this Resolution seeking to extend his term of 
c3ffice. I do not know a single person in the public 
service OF any part of the island who could endorse 
the Government's decision in this matter. 
4.15 p.m. 

People are -amazed that there should be such mis- 
fits at  the head of affpirs, that there is this scandd 
going on, and nobody knows about it, or is con~erne~i 
atgout it. These old engmes at  Bowmanston and War- 
Ieigh have been working for yews; we have make- 
shift contraptions bringing water to the surfac- 
today because the stem* engines hav~  ouj\yorn thei; 
period of service, the new pumps are absolutely of no 
use, and the water is brought to the surface merely 
by the work of the mea at the Pumping Stations and 



by God Almighty. As soon as a pump breaks dow~:. 
they send i t  to the Barkados Foundry who will seilil 
them back a bill and cn the next day or two. i t  i \  
shipped back to Englarfl. I speak under eorrectiol,, 
l u t  there are at  least five of then1 back in Engla~ltl 
today. 

This House must be told soinething of the co11- 
dition of these pumps and whether they bhould i ~ c :  
~crapped or not; and t'ltre is no necessity for having 
a t  the head of the Water Works Department, a81 
Officer at  this price. If you refer to the debatp-, 
when we appointed this Officer under special term, 
for a limited period, - ou will find that the Govex- 
meat itself stated t h ~ t  this Offieer would be em- 
ployed for a stated reriod to re-organise the De- 
partment under special terms, because lve needed a 
man of this type a t  the time. They remunerated this 
Officer over and abo~re the remuneration of a 
Waterworks Engineer for a special period, to do a 
special job. Mnst that go on forever? I am sure thal 
the Governl~~ent itself felt when this Cflicer wti> 
appointed - and they may have said so too-that 
the first three year term would have finalised thc 
water extension programme. Then he had anoth,>r 
period of three years. 

My impression was that this Officer himsel! 
wanted to leave us sometime ag&'and I am sure i 
heard it said in more than one circle, that he was 
prepared to leave; I think i t  was in May, when his 
present term would cxpire. I suppose he felt that 
before then a pump would have burst, and therefor: 
they may appoint somebody in the Government to 
carry on what he was doing; but I suppose he sees 
what the position is and he has discovered that 
he can get away with this murder. Therefore, he 
does not mind remaining with us for a little longer 

The Minister of rt Department like that has a 
whole time job. His responsibility includes t i i ~  
supervision of the operations of that Department, ilo 
less than formulating the policy of the Departinei l. 
Long before now the Xinister should have been ask- 
ing Mr. Garrod, "Why is i t  that these electric pumps 
h'ardly ever work for more than six weeks? Whg 
should they be going 5zck to England al! the time.'' 
Let the Government g3 into the matter with thz 
lnanufacturers and discover whether these pump.; 
are conipletely faulty or whether they should be 
dumped, and try ane get a rebate , ~ n d  install ne-\v 
pumps, or something cBr the other. I challenge the 
Hon. Minister to come in here next Tuesday a n ~ l  
present the bills paid to the Barbados Foundry for 
the repairs of these pvmps since they were installecl. 
These pumps are new ones, and the money vchicll 
we have spent on the:& is more than we have spent 
on the steam pumps which have been in existent-, 
for all these years, excalnsive of the money which has 
been paid to install them otherwise. The position is 
not Iike that of a little dynamo vhich you can put in 
a packet and send to England for 20c. T counsel 
this House not to renew Mr. Garrod's contract until 
the Hon. Minister can furnish this House with a 
satisfactory statement to the effect that the ncn 
machinery which has been installed at  the Water- 
works is in operation, or that the Government 1s 

satisfied that the money which has heen spent on 
these pumps has not heen completely wasted. 

Mr. Garrod must be the most surprised maa 
in the West Indies not to hhve heard this matt&. 
raised long before. The very fact tEat we are askeq 
to extend his term of office denotes that the Govern 
ment is completely satisfied with everything that i~ 
going on at  the Watemorks Department, or ic 

ignorant of what is taking place there. Tkere cannot 
oe any excuse whatever for i gnomce  in a matttsr 
of this mrt. I repeat that this House is entitled to a 'k 
statement from the Government with regard to the 
cosb of these pumps. the cost of repairs here, the cost 
of repairs in the United Kingdom together ~ 5 t h  thd 
expenditure of getting them backwards and forwards 
and, finally, what the Government intends to do 
about this whole matter. I therefore ??g to mov-. 
that the further consideration of this Resolutioii be 
postponed. 

Hon. M. E. COX I am sure that no other hon. 
member of this Honse ;: so uncharitable to an Officer 
who has given - 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the Hon. Minister seeking 
the permission of th? House to speak? The Hot:. 
?dinister seconded the motion for the passing of thz 
Resolution. 

Hon. M. E.  COX: The Hon. Minister of Trade 
seconded the motion. [Mr. LEWIS:  I n  any case tha ,& Minister will be given some latitude]. 

Mr. SP'EL41CER : The Hon. Minjster may 
continue. 
4.25 p.m. 

Hon. M. E. COX As I was saying, Sir, I alrl 
sure that no other hon member is so uncharitable and 
unkind to an Officer who has given un~t in t ing!~  
of his service to this country for the !ast five or 
six years, in so far  as the development of our water 
resources is concerned. [Mr. CRAWF'OED: That i~ 
not true]. 

Perhaps I should remind this House that some- 
tir~le ago ( I  think it was in 1946) this House agreed to 
a re-organisation programme of the Waterworks cost- 
ing thousands of pounds and I think i t  is the very 
honourable senior member for Bt. Philip who just sat 
down, who ivtroclucecl the Resolution to +his Howe. 
He told the House at that time how difficult it was to 
recruit a yualifiod perrctlq to carry out this work. That 
programme remained undeveloped until 1949 although 
the money was available. I think it was in December, 
1949 when we were able to acquire the present holder 

k 
of the Office. 

The holder of the office has been able more or less 
to gain the respect of every intelligent, decent, under- 
standing citizen of this country because not only is he 
a first-class qualifjed man but because of his tact il! 
handling working people and of his sympathy and 
willingness to give an  ear to all complaints, whether 
the. are well founded or not. This House has p l a~ed  
on record speeches made by honourable members that 
this Engineer has done a wonderful job in this island, 
a job which in other circumstances we would have to 
pay three or four tiines as much. I say that althongh 
the hononrable member who sat down feels that the 
salaq- is a handsome one. 

I think I mentioned that when the present En- 
gineer accepted the contract to come to this island ior M 
52,OGX) per annum he was offered a post of £3,000. . 
elsewhere; but as he had already decided to come here 
he kept his promise. 

Now, I should make i t  clear that the Government 
intended to retain, so far  as possible, the services of 
this gentleman for another two years but i t  was the 
gentleman in question who refused to agree to remairl 
for another two years. He felt that we could, if we 
so desired, retain his services for another year. I want 
it to be crystal clear that it is because of this Covern- 

\ 
merit's sense of responsibility to the people that we 
are trying to get as much as we can of the services of 
this qualified gentleman now he is on the spot, that the 
Government has decided, and partly against his wish, 
to keep him for another year. The honourable senior 



member for St. Philip let loose with a lot of abuse and ' a third well; and the reason for that is to t ry  as  fa r  as 
cheap stuf£. I possible to do away with the Bowmanstoll Stream 

Mr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Speaker, I object strongly 1 which is disturbed when heavy rains fall, and which 
to the honourable member saying that I let loose with I has to be shut off for some time due to  a sort of fissure 
a lot of abuse and cheap stuff. I said nothing abusive 
of Mr. Garrod. What the honourable senior member 
for  St. Michael said, I said, and it is that Mr. Garrod 
did not want t o  stay. I have nothing against the 
Ofiicer, but I did say that I was amazed at the manner 
in which he was running the Department. If the 
honourable member heard the word "abuse" let him 
explain the meaning of it. A t  no time did I abuse 
Mr. Garrod. I referred to the unsatisfactory manner 
in which the Department is operating. 

Hon. M. E. COX : If the honourable membw said 
that the man was no use and should have aonp three 
years ago, what does he mean? 

Mr. CUWF'ORD : I said that his contract shollld 
not be renewed. 

Xr. SPEAKER : That is no abuse. 
Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, the honourable 

member went on to say that the gentleman in question 

I which a d m t s  mud and so on which makes the water 
contaminated and W a result unfit for  consuzaption. 
That, Mr. Speaker, must take some time. These wells 
have to be sunk, they have to be cleaned out a t  a cer- 
tain period, I think around July and August, betore 
you can begin to lift water, and then that water has to 
be pumped into the Golden Ridge Reservoir. I n  ad- 
ditlon, he proposes to shut down the old steam plant 
a t  Everton which is very costly and takes about 
$70,000 a year to run  it. 530 from that members can 
see that i t  could not be quite as  simple as  the honour- 
able member states. Now, Sir, as regards the question 
of pumps, Mr. Garrod, as  you will know and appre- 
ciate, is not a manufacturer of any pumps, and a s  far  
as I have been able to ascertain is not interested in  m y  
fi.m which ~nanufactures pumps. I t  is on record that 
the 35 and 45 h.p. pu-mps have given ample service 
for many years. It is true that the makels have r,:- 

was laying pipes in this island without having any 1 cornmended that these pumps must be removed 
water to put in them. I challenge him to state the 1 a t  least every couple of years and cleaned, which 
village or district into which mains have been laid that 
water has not been put into them. I t  is dl well and 
cood to come on the floor of the House to vent your 
spleen on decent, honest people but- 

iltr. CRAWFORD : Mr. Speaker, I object to these 
unzecessary personal and stupid remarks by the hon- 
ourable senior mem5er for S. Michael. The honour- 

I understand takes between ten to tw'elve hours, 
but the Pumps to which he is referring which are the 
96 and 115 horsepower have given fairly good service 
from 1952 to last year when the trouble started. 
These Pumps cannot be repaired in  this island. They 
"id the Chief Engineer sent the pumps to the Foun- 
dry  and the Foundry pulled them down and made a 

able member only knows of venting spleen on people, big bill and then they had to be sent to the United I therefore, he is incapable of knowing the meaning of 
my remarks. I am an elected representative of the 
people; therefore I am entitled to criticise any person. 
Sir, I am not going to h w e  him coming in here and 
saying that it is all well and good to come in here and 
vent your spleen on decent, honest people. I repeat, 
I made remarks as to the unsatisfactory manner in 
which the new pumps were installed by Mr. Garrod 
That is not a question of venting your spleen on some- 
body. 

Mr. W-E:AIKER,: The honourable senior mem:)er 
for St. Philip objects to the honourable senior mcm- 
her for St. Michael saying he has come in here and 
vented his spleen on anybody. I t  is a rather harsh 
statement; I think it is unbecoming. 

Hon. M. E. COX : Yes, Sir. The honourable seiilar 
member for St. Philip went on to say that we have 
spent on these few pumps within recent years as much 
as will run  a Hospital for more than 40 years. 

Mr. C R A W O R D  : The honourable member lor 
St. Bfichael gems to have been suffering from n 
difficulty in his hearing. I said that the money c 
harp spent in repairs on the new pumps i\ more t h m  
what we have spent in repairing the old steam enrine< 
we have been using for 40 years. 
4.35 p.m. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: =. Speaker. what is the posi- 
tion? T do not want to waste the time of the House 
but i t  is on record how he speaks. 

Now, Sir, if you remember, the Roddam Report 
in 1948 said it would take a t  least seven pears to re- 
orqanise and deveIop the water resources of this 
island. Now, the honourable member W-ould have this 
I-Iouse believe that all that is left to be done now is to 
put a few pipes in the ground and put some water in 
them, and that any unskilled labourer could do that. 
Now. Sir, if he waq a responsible individual in the 
community, he would know that the Chief Encineer 
has sunk a we11 in the Sweet Vale area receiitlr which 
wiveq half million pallon., of water to-dar. HP would 
also know that he is sinkinq another one in the s a m e  
area. and h- would also ]<now that he proposes to sink 

Kingdom to be repaired, but this is not stating the 
facts of the Case. 

Mr. CRBWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I said the 
F'oundry has tried on more than one oocasion to repair 
Some of these Pumps, they have done what they could 
and charged the Government handsomely for them 
and then the Pumps had to be sent to England; and 
I have told him sometimes they are here five or  six 
weeks before they are sent to England. These are the 
facts I want him to deny. 

Hon.,M. E. COX : Mr. Speaker, as I said earlier, 
the Pumps ordered were the Beresford Submrsible 
Pumps which were being used for  many years a t  vari- 
ous pumping stations. I n  order to lift  a greater 
amount of water we had to import a higher horse- 
power-96 and 115 h.p. These two types have not 
been satisfactory and recommendations have been 
made for improvement. I t  is true, Mr. Speaker, that 
these pumps have to be sent to the United Kingdom to 
be repaired which undoubtedly takes approximately 
six months, but the cost is no more than $150 a pump. 
1 will however check on that to make sure and report 
to the House the correct figure; but as I said, it is no 
fault of the Chief Engineer if the pumps go bad. The 
fact remains that the inhabitants of this island have 
never been without water. Whenever there is a break- 
down and the honourable member is in  his bed sleep- 
ing or perhaps some place else. . . 

Mr. CRAmFORD: Mr. Speaker, maybe the 
Hon. Minister does not get in his bed to sleep and I 
object to his saying that. I am rising on a ~ o i n t  of 
order to say that I never said the pipes break down 
and we have no water, so there is no reason for him tc 
say when I am in my bed, the (Thief Engineer and his 
men are out working T h a t  I said ie that they have 

' to f ~ l l  hacl< nn the old <team enrrines which have been 
condenlned by Mr. Garrod. Mr. Carrod said they 
should be scrapped. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, he is just inter- 
runtinp me. The fact remains that whenever there i.; 
a break-down, Mr. Garrod and the other technical 
peoplc ancl also the labourers get on the site and keep 
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the community supplied with water. These pumps, 
Mr. Speaker, having given trouble, it has been recom- 
mended that in  so f a r  a s  that type is concerned we 
should change over to another type of pump. But 
Sir, that pump will take approximately eighteen 
months before it gets here, and that is the situation as 
lit stands to-day. I want to emphasise before I sit 
down again that that gentleman h- done a tremend- 
ous good for this country in that  he knows his work 
and does i t  udinchingly night and day; and I am 
sure that the community despite the attacks made on 
him by the honourable senior member for St. Philip- 
who is famous for attacking people and slander and 
things of that s o r t i s  grateful to him and will ever 
be grateful to him for the tremendous task which he 
has undertaken and which he has successfully put 
through and, as I said, he will be remembered in  this 
island for many years. I think the honourable junior 
member for St. Andrew will bear me out on that. 
4.45 p.m. 

A t  a later date I intend not only to give the 
House a comprehensive picture of the dev~lopment of 
the water resources of this Island under the hands 
~f the Chief Engineer, but also to give the Island, 
by means of publication and broadcasting, the de- 
velopment of these rasources over at  least the last 
eve or six years. Of course, when you lay a pipe, 
you have to give it a little time before you turn on 
the water permanently; but I contend that ther.: 
has been 3, false statelrent made by th:: hon. senix  
member for St. Phili?: there is not a pipe which 
has been laid, in which you will not find water, even 
in the parish of St. Philip where very many pipe3 
have beon installed wiihin recent years. 

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Speaker, I really did not 
intend saying anything in this debate, but i t  hcs 
reached a stage whers I will say a word or two. 1 
personally think that Barbados is fortunate in havin: 
a man of Mr. Garrod's type, a man who has given 
able service and who has brought hundreds and 
thonsands of dollars to this Island through hid 
knowledge. I t  is very regrettable that on account of 
llaving first-class or first-hand information, h02 
members should be criticising officials; but that has 
its back lash. What is happening today is that many 
a good official in high offices will refuse to come td 
Barbados, not because of the salary which is offered 
but because of the treatment they get from th,: 
f Iouse of Assembly U-lfairly. 

From my knowledge of Mr. Garrod, I can say 
that  I have lived for over 60 years in the parishes 
of St. doseph and St. Andrew, and i t  is only about 
three years ago that water was tnrnecl into my honie. 
When you only paid meter rent, if you paid today 
when you awoke in the morning you might get a 
little water; but nowdays the pipes have a pressurd> 
of 200 pounds up there. [Cheers]. Mr. Garrod, with 
his vast knowledge, changed the course of the pipes. 
We have had in this Colony, men like Mr. Peck and 
others who were failores, who warted 3ur moner 
#right and left, and we got no value from it. I am 
s~eak ing  behind a member of the Other Place who 
~lscd  to be a member of this House, who was in 
charge of the Water Works Department, and who 
took a keen interest in the matter when he was n 
member of the Executive Committee. Hon. members 
will know to whom I c.,m referring; he has stated in 
the Other Place that xle have a water system second 
to  none in any part of the world. [Mr. CRAWFORD . 
I n  St. Andrew]. I do not live in St. Andrew now 
and I get water. I have only got up  to correct some 
of these false impressions which have been made. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: As far  as I am con 
cerned, let me begin by saying that I heartilJr 
i n  a v e ~ m e a t  with the Government in trying to secure 

the services of Mr. Garrod for a longer period. 
[Cheers]. I want no cheers for that. When Mr. 
Garrod's salary was 10 be increased, I was among 
those this Chamber who said that we have an 
excellent man, and I watched him on his work. I t  is 
not a question of Mr. Garrod's favour or treatment 
to me; it is a question, of his duty and consideration 
uf this job. Therefore, I am one hundred per cent 
in favour of the Govlrument in  trying to retain his 
services for another year, and let us pray that his 
health keeps up. Howe.~er, let me regret that the hon. 
junior member for St. Andrew has spoken along 
the lines along which hc has spoken. I am sorry that 
the hon. member is not in his place. Who could h a x  
been a greater critic of officials than the hon. senior 
member for St. Michael, the now Minister of Com- 
munications, Works and Housing P 

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of Order. The 
only official whom I used to criticse was tke previous 
Head of the Department of Highways and Transport. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY That shows that the h o ~ .  
nember had something against Mr. Skimer. I will 
criticise any official in this House if he warrants 
criticism. Let me say in answer to the hon. junior 
medber for St. Andrew that i t  is because of the 
criticism of the third-rate, no-good, third-class type 
of Englishmen who were coming out here to hold 
jobs, that we have been getting people who kno~v 
their jobs to come out here. There are those of us 
who have nothing but the highest praise for cap tab^ 
Tomlin; I do not ask anybody in this House to give 
;ay job to Captain T~~mlin .  I say, i t  is because W; 

have been critics of Englishmen coming to this Cour.- 
try, that we have been able to get good men out here; 
it is not because we criticise these officials that they 
have kept away. 

Are you telling m,? that if you have a man who 
is absolutely of no good, whether he be a West 
Indian, Barbadian, or what not, we should no: 
criticise him ? 
4.55 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker, what I object to is for any Minister, 
or any member of any Government for that matter, 
~ a y i n g  lip service to any official just because i t  is part 
of a Minister's duty to defend an  official even though 
that official may not be of any good. Do you thi~lk 
we should pay tribute to Mr. Garner who was at  one 
time a master at  Harrison College and another 'no- 
good' that was at  one time a t  Combermere? Do you 
think if you bring a radiologist who is of no good at  
$lie General Hospital that I would not get up in here 
and say that the radiologist is no good? It is because 
lionourable members can criticise officials that you get 
decent people. 

Let me say that I am with the Government in its 
retaining the services of Ms. Garrod. He is a gentle- 
man who takes his job seriously and he is not a wheel- 
chair man like the average officials whom you bring 
down here. You are retaining the services of a good 
nian when you retain the services of Mr. Garrod. IIe 
is not like some of those whom you have here that are 
corrupting the youth of this country. The honourable 
junior member for St. Andrew said that i t  is a plty 
that honourable members should criticise officials. Let 
me ask him, whom must we criticise? I will say that  
the only people whom the Ministers can find to critic- 
ise are the local people. I am going to criticise all if 
they need criticising and I am going to praise all xho 
are in need of   raise. Let the Ministers make no m i s  
take about that. 

However, Sir, I am speaking ex-mthedm on this 
matter. I understand before I came in here that the 
honourable senior member for St. Philip had spoken 
on the tvpe of machinery which we have a t  the Water- 
works Department I will say that Mr. Garrod was so 



- MARCH 13, 1956 2247 
4 

correct on that that he could not be wrong. I t  is be- 
cause of that, that I h a ~ e  the greatest respect for Mr. 
Carrod. H e  is absolutely correct in  what he said of 
the machinery a t  the Belle Pumping Station. As I 
have said, I did not hr-ar what the honourable senio: 
member for St. Philip said of Mr. Garrod. Let me 
remi6d this House that the machinery imported here 
from. Crown Agents is machinery which is made in 
England. Although this machinery was made by a 
big manufacturing firm in England, although Mr. 
Garrod is an  Englishman, because the machinery 
proved no good, Mr. Garrod did not say that it was 
good. He told the Government that it should get good 
machinery. I can tell this House that he told this 
Government so not once nor twice; he went as far  as to 
tell the manufacturers that they should either pay this 
Government back the money that was paid for the 
machinery or that thex, should send him better good.). 
That is a fact ; therefore I am wholeheartedly in agree- 
ment with Government retaining the services of this 
gentleman. 

I will challenge the Hon. Minister of Communi- 
cations, Works and Housing to deny what I said just 
now. It is very rare that you get that decent type of 
engineer or even that decent type of English Official. 
Mr. Garrod was man enough to say although the ma- 
chinery was of English manufacture that it was no 
good. F a r  from that, everybody in this coun tq  re- 
members the time when we had an  engineer at  the 
Wateworks Department who insisted in having ar- 
ticles from a particular manufacturing firm in Eng- 
land. He said that you could not put  in  a sanitary 
unit unless that sanitary unit was imported from a 
oertain manufacturing firm in England. I am always 
suspicious of any officid who wants you to use a par- 
ticular brand of manufactured article and who tells 
you that you cannot use this or that. I call that what 
you call it ill Trinidad "bu-ball," and what you 
call i t  in  England, "passing back.' When they tell 
yon that you can only use "Twyford" or such ancl 
>uch a brand of article, they are getting a drawback. I 
sniff and smile a t  all these things. 

Let me say that you are the members of the Gov- 
ernment but I have my friends. There is not a De- 
partment in this country of which I a m  not persona 
g m t n  with three quarters of the people in them; 
therefore I will know things. Certain members of 
the Government have reached the stage of thinking 
that officials have no right to tell a politician any- 
thing. 

Mr. Speaker, I am appealing to the Governme~lt 
to retain this gentleman, not becaquse he is a gentleman 
but because he has shown us  during the period he waq 
here that he is worthy of our highest appreciation and 
consideration and because he is doing an excellent job. 
That is my feeling about this matter. However, I 
must say that I cannot a p e  with the honourable 
junior member for St. Andrew who sal,? that we 
khould not criticise Government officials. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That was not the main point 
of his address. 

Mr. E. D. MBTTLEY: That was not tce main 
point, but some Minist:rs feel that way. I em not one 
of those people who just criticise a person for th+ sake 
of criticising. Individua;lly, I might dislike a person 
if there is not much good in that person ; but  if that 
nerson is doing a good job, I am man enough to we  
that he is doing a good job and will say so. That ap- 
plies t o  the Engineer of the Waterworks Department. 
He is doing a very good job and I was wonder-in~ 
whether he would not be able to carry on for anoo~er  
two years. As I was saying, Sir, he i~ .lot an  office 
man: he is not a wheel-chair man. When I received 
my House papers the other night seeing what the 

Government was about to do as regards retaining the 
services of this gentleman, I thought it was a wise 
step and I hope he will be spared to carry on. Let me 
repeat, when that machinery came here and he saw 
that i t  was no good and was not guaranteed, he de- 
manded that the replacements and what not should be 
sent without further cost. That showed that he was 
working in the interest of the Barbados Government 
and not in the interest of the manufacturer. 
5.05 p.m. 

Mr. S M l T h  : Mr. Speaker, 1 did not want to say 
itaything after the Hon. Minlster had r-plied, but l 
gathered from his remarks that somewhere in 194b 
or 1948, owing to a Report received, this House in- 
r l  sding the Ihon. senior member for St. Philip agreed 
1 J the confirmation of Mr. Ga~~od ' s l  appointment. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, the hon. junior 
member for St .  Joseph is hopelessly misinformed. 
Mr. Garrod came here in 1949. 

Mr. SMITH: I will withdraw those remarks. 
Allyway the hou. ulember was here when the Gov- 
ernment brought down the Resolution. NOW, Sir, Mr. 
Garrod is one of those officials that I am sure Bar- 
bados will never be able to replace or repay. I am 
.nre that there are certain places in this country 
chat never had water or could get water-I know of 
a number of people particularly in  my parish w b  
applied for water, but they, never received i t  until 
Mr. Garrod came and laid the pipes in the right 
places and at  the right time. The hon. senior member 
for St. PhJlips wants this H w e  to believe that  Mr. 
Garrod olllp laid pipes, but how and where did h e  
lay those pipes? And he did so successfully. There 
were other Wa~terworks Engineem who laid pipes 
too, but where has the water gone? I t  never got 
where it go, and then for the hon. selllor 
member for Sit. Philip to say he should 'have gone, 
three years ago! Now imagine a responsible member 
of this community. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member 
apparently does not understand what. I said. My 
complaint was that you had engines come from Eng- 
land breaking down every six weeks and having to 
slead them back to England. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not speaking 
with reference to the fact that the engineer should 
have gone three Elears ago. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I said Mr. Garrod should have 
made a Report to the Government as to ihe failurs 
of t h ~  machines to stand up. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member for St. Philip 
cannot tell the hon. junior member for St. Joseph 

' how to debate. The hon. member will have to sit. 
Mr. SMITH : You will see, Mr. Speaker, he wants 

to throw his faults on me. He said that Mr. Garrod 
sho~ild have gone long ago, and I am saying he shoulci 
not hawe; he ,&n.uild have been here long ago. Take, 
for instance, the people in the Northern part  of this 
country suffered immensely. There is a woman in 
the parish that you represent who lost her life 
through lack of water and there are people in St. 
Jmeph who suffered mter ia l ly  for water. The hon. 
iunior member for St. Andrew spoke the t ruth when 
he told nc: we couId not get a better officilad than Mr. 
Garrod. I have said already we will never be able, to  
renav him. He is doing some firsrt-class work, in this 
country, But. Sir, here i t  is that you have the hon. 
member pettinr up cm the floor of ljhis Horuse and 
trying to make out ']?at officials that Trr worth- 
while st*,vin~. qhniild clear out It is alright for  the 
hon. senior member for St. Philin to talk because 
hp is in Christ Church where evewthina is alright as 
f a r  ac: water i s  concerned. but T hope thatr Rome time 
hp  will h (able t o  remember those poor people whe 



2248 
h-:. - 

HOUSE -- .p-.. 
a .  -. 

used to suiter lnaterlaily 111 the Northern part 01 

tDlS C O U L I ' Y  I U r  Lne bdKe 01 WaLer. l UU UUL U U W  11 

you are getting buz you look as 11 you are! 
IVU. b ~ b i i k f i l t :  IS tne *ion. uell~uer d~dre&5lilg 

the cnalr i l n e  hen. winuer  llas spoken 111 tile 
secoau person. 

Nlr. b1Vllfl'H: I onjj rise on my Ieet so mar the 
drinking pubhc, the water users or this I3\JIlntrY, 
set: we uswkeb aua ulunuers ma t  tne senior 

mwnber ror 5t. k'hi~lp maae tnls aIteruuon wneu he 
referred to Dh. Garrcd saying that he should havc 
gone ~l lree  ears ago. He nas done some g o o ~  worn 
u u  we w l l ~  uever De able to repay h. IlLelative to  
the repairs or machinery a d  so 011, Mr. Garrud co~hu 
never be responsible kor the machinery breaklug 
down. i do not know who is rebpons~ble for mabng 
them, but manufacturers make machines and as 
soon as they get to this country they would not make 
a move. 'the experts come and they cannot get then] 
to move. He is not responsible for it. He 15 not to ba 
blamed if tlhe lvach~ l l e r~  imported to this country 
has to ga back and forth and also to the E70mdry. If  
the Foundrv is called to check up on the macllines 
arnd find they are no use, they still have to be paid. 
You may call a doctor to one of your belmed ones 
and no quicker than doetor turns away, the per- 
son dies; you still have to pay the doctor. Slo I can- 
not see the justification for the hen. member to 
use the remarks he has relative to that gentleinail 

Rarrod' He has 'lot proved ease 'gainat 'lr. 
Garrod for going three gears ago. I t  is only because 
he can get up and say he should have gone, and that 
it is a scandal and waste of public funds. w e 4  Sir, 
that is the hon. senior member for St. philip; and 
I am surprised fh1a-t I did not hear him say the Pea- 
ple of this country ~voold have to draw their belts. 

Mr. ALLDER. 11~. Speaker, If we have reached 
the stage where no Civil Servant regardless of his 
efficiency or his inefficiency can be criticised, where 
are we getting? [A VOICE : Who said t!hstt] I did 
not say the hon heiior nl~mber f o r  St. hIichael said 
it. I \xTrre the nlinisier. I ~ ~ ~ o u l d  cause the hen. 

member for St. Philip to feel that 'pit(' of' 
what he expresqrd 1 .it.s~[ld in~-e5tigatc. t1.f' I L I ~ ' : ~  

if they were based on facts, I would to rem~d!i 
them. That is what I \%ould have  don^ if 1 mere the 
Minister in charge of such a Department. What is 
more, I u:ould say rha- Mr. Speaker, hrca1-r ,e of t h l  
knowledge that it is .lot ~ve r i th inn  that the Heal' 
of a Department can Irnow. 
5.15 p.m. 

Therefore there are greater possibilities for 
statements and complaints to be made by member; 
\vho are not direct1)- pttached to the Gover1nnent, 

not reach the ears of the 1 1 ~ ~ .  ~ i ~ i ~ t ~ ~ ,  
r r  even the ~ ~ ~ , j  of ,lle Department. TTTe can 
too ready to criticise for to tili.; 
IIonse things which have been brought to the 
notice of hen, members, I, too, can say that men.- 
bers of the staes of the Pumping Stations have to!d 

on numerous occasions about the hardships whip11 
+hey experience in halring to repair boilers, some- 
times every two weeks, sometimes every three weeks 
o r  every couple of months. That is something whirs 
the Hon. Minister should know. There is one thin,? 
T can say, and it is that I was one of the members c,£ 
the Committee which considered the questioii of 
briTlging Mr. Garrod out here. I was one of thaw 
who agreed to the salary to be paid to Mr. Carrod, 
and since then I agreed that this officer has meritcti 
that $ 8 0  per month, &hough the salary should n ~ t  
3ave been increased to the amount to which it has 
been increased now. No on,e is saying that Mr. Car 
pod is not an efficient man. Most hon. members at 
some time or other have expressed their apprwia- 

;;on of the extensions which he has carried out; but  
the hen. senior member for St. Philip 1s trying to 
point out that Mr. Garrod has recommended our hav- 

'k 

liig machinery which in recent years, has had to b:: 
repaired every now an3 again, which should not ha7e 
taken place. 

No one wa11its to blame Mr. Garrod for the 
raulty construction of an  engine, but if an  non. 
meml?r:r knows that the Departmeilt is being aske~d 
+o spend more money than i t  should norinally spend, 
what must he do but put the matter before this 
House so that the Hor:. Minister can take action on 
i t ?  Nobody is blaming Mr. Garrod in this matter 
'!?Then we were sent thz Message from the Head of 
the Administration about Mr. Garrod's appointmefit, 
we were told that the re-organisation-of the water 
system of the Island would have been completed m 
three years' time. [HOD M. E. COX : By vthom i j 

was suggested by the then members of the E s -  
ecutive committee aind some other hon. members. If 

did not feel so, we would not have contracted t c  4 
have Mr. GarrOd here for three Years. If they 
thought that this re-organisation of the water sys 
tern would have taken ten Years, then they would 
have said so- If the:.. thought that i t  would hayc; 
taken two Years to b? completed, they would have 
sent down the Message accordingly. If 1%. Garrod's 
Contract had expired i?. three year's time, an a,ssis~- 
ant  would have been promoted to carry on the \~.~orl;. 

have extended th.: contract for ailother three 
-ears, and now we prcpose to estelld it for another 

c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  ally member has the right 
question why we shollld extend his contract from 
year to year, after wr. have given impres 
,ion that the contract would have expired in 
ye,rs. \ve do not know if, when this gear is 

not be asked to continue this iol 
another year. ~f man- 

Hon. M. E. COX.  The hon. member is not 
riglit in his atatelLAslt. we engaged G~~~~~ ior 
a period of three pears, we rellewed ilia for  
;,I, aililltional tno gears, alld nolv 1Vr-e are asicing tc  
rpile\v it for  anotiler year, 

;I 

Jll'. ALLDER I am sorry that I said three 
\car\ instead of t,yo yhe hall. menlbcr sho31d 
ilare made tliiit clear \vhen he was speaking. 

11011. M. E. C O X :  Ton were a niember of the 
1 - 1 ~ ~ ~ ~  then. 

3 T * \ ~ r  ALLDER : ~Inyhow, hoii. nlembers are 
jnrtifreil ill this we 
~~romised on $800 a month, because we were told that 
M-. Garrod l~ou ld  be here for three years, aiid the 
matter lvould be completed because his assistant 
would have taken over. Since then, his salmy ha5 
beell increased. I a111 not saying that Mr. Garrod 
5ho~ ld  not bp paid t h i ~  salary, but we want to sep 
results. AWil1, I am not saying that we are not see- 
ing results; 1 am saying that You cannot bring out 
an m c e r  On contract and prolong it without any- 
body qnevin?  it, becauqe somebody else would want 
to prolong thiy contract for about 15 years, especiall~ 
after listeninc to certain hon. members' remarks. 

I am saying that criticism must be levelled a t  
any officer, if such criticism is due to him. The 
hon. senior member f o r  St. Philip has :aid that the 
position with regard to these pumps is not as  it 
should be; according to the hon. member, these en- 
gines have to be sent !rick to the manufact~xrers for 
repairs every now and then. I think that this matter 
should be taken n p  ui th the Engineer and allow 
other recommendations to be made. The Hon. Minis- 
ter must understand that when an hon. member 
brings anything to his notice, he sh011ld express some 
appreciation of that, rather than express the rancour 
which be expresses. It is by our raising the matter * 
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1n this House that we are able to find where the 
fault lies; that helps the Hon. Minister to put  his 
fingers on the spot. 1 presume that the hon. senior 
member for St. Philip only wanted to bring to the 
notice of the Hon. Minister what, I believe, has been 
told to him, and some of i t  has been told to me as 
well. The expressions of some people in the Water 
Works Department are different from the expres- 
sions of those who actually do the work in this De- 
partment that is what the Hon. Minister does not 
understand. 

Mr. Garrod is a good man. A technical man 
might start off quite well, and he impresses you, but 
there are periods when he falls down; and the Hon. 
wmister should always have his eyes open to see 
when a technical man falls down, and den1 with th? 
matter. I should like t~ know that the H.L. Minister 
is taking steps to see that if these engines which come 
tram England are not in  order, they are sent b a ~ k .  
It is no use having tPsse engines if they have to be 
repaired every now and then. I am quit<- sure that 
the manufacturers could not send down engines 
lx-hich cost the Governn~ent what they are costing the 
Government without giving some satisfection. het 
them rebuild these engines or send US nev' en@nes in 
their Do not the hon. membrr fear ex- 
plainina anything in the House, if r e p o ~ ? ~  have 
come to Ilim; if you tell him anything which YOU 
iiright linoTV relative to a Department under his con- 
trol, he is ~villing to jump into Your neck. 

That is bad; he should hon. memkqrrs7 
xvillingness to listen to the public and their corn- 
plaints and save him the trouble from so doing. 
5.25 p.m. 
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Sir, there is one thing for which we have to tha~!; 
the hoii. senior member for St. Philip and it is this: 
would the Government have told us what i t  told us 
if he did not make the remarks he did? I am sur- 
prised to see that we have just passed the Annual 
Estimates with the Head, Waterworks Department, 
without hearing from the Minister in charge 9f 
that Department that the conditions were as he him- 
self put i t  in that subdued way. No. hop. member ot 
this House was authoritatively told that those pumps 

not giving satisfaction. The Chief Engineer 
~ . f  the Waterworks Department writes a quarterly 
report- I do not know if hon. members saw that, ill 

4nY of the Reports. I t  is a fact that the Engineer+ 
came out here to put  them down could not ge: 

them to work. We have no right to condone this sort 
c3f thing in  the Department. If they cannot make 
Proper machinery in  England, let us get i t  frocl 
somewhere else. I f  the Engineer of the Water- 
~ o r k s  Department, no matter how good he is, nev,?r 
said that these P u m w  were giving trouble, he w a  
dishonest to the Government and the Governmeat 
-S dishonest to this House in not making a state- 
ment- 

This is a serious matter. Are you afraid to critic 
Is' the machinery that comes dorvn here? Do not let 
US ourselv@. You ha re  sollie p o d  officials over 

away quite a lot of money. Let thm 
know that the Treas11r3' is not alivays goiny: to ba 

with money for them to correct the ruistakcs 
they are Even Some of ths good ones 

are spending to0 much money on the bridges %hich 
have to do. Of course, we do not have to loo:i 

:iround for money for them; they can get any a m o u ~ t .  
5.35 p.m. 

Mr. b E W I s  : &fr. Speaker, this is a vev happy I have warned Government about this 
3ccasion for me. I remember coming into this HOus' Worlis Depar.tment. Talre up  the xstimatles and you 
and appealll~g to the Gcwernlnent to collsider One will see the amount put  down for pumping and other 
the kind people who g:ive them water in the things. I have told them to make use of the excel- 
e m  parishes. That person was Dr. 'Senn. He! was lent man in that, Department to tell them how to gen- 
Inan who worked hard in trying to find w'ater in thl? erate their own electricity. People are searching He has died since, leaving a nidoTT a?1d i 
children and this Go~c~rnment has refused to g1.X 

him a cent. He showed this Ck~ernment the places 
where it could get watel and the>- were places 

never had water. I think i t  is uqgratrfulness in 
.IS that we could not fdld it possible to send a feii 
I caec to the n ido~v of Dr. Senn to show our aPPre 
eiation of the work he did for the wat.-T resources 
of this island. 

However, Sir, i t  is a habit n o ~ l ~ a d a ~ s  of thi5 
present Government to say that any person w h ~  
comes out here, especially if he comes out from E n  
cland. is the greatest living authority on allything. 
a hi^ ~~~~~~~~~t said that Sir ,John Maude \+'as t ;~. 
geatest  authority on ~ o c a l  Government, yet i t  g@; 
&fr. Lightburn to tell us about the Bills which 
could have to bring i.? to put  in into effect. The 
Hon. Premier has said that Mr. Lightburn has come 
out and shown us where we have a hZaTtburn. 

Speaker, I am hoping that hone members of 
this House will take their responsibilities ~eriously 
and do not pay attention to the remarks o; 
the hone junior member for R. AndreW. The day 
that this House of Assembly feels that i t  should go 
lightly in criticising Civil Servants, from that day 
;he Civil Service will start to go down hill and start 
to wreck this country. Let me say that there is ample 
oppo*unity for Civil flervants to put their cases in 
the newspapers, in the House of Assembly, and else- 
17here, unless the Government does not want to do it. 
I ) ~  you know that Civil Servants can be covered f r 0 ~ ~  

lot of things by its being laid down that they can- 
not wTite or say things6; I t  is an excellent way for a 
man who cannot do hi; work that he canwt  answe~  
-*r;sjoism. 

for oil and they say they have found gas. The 
Premier thought i t  should be piped but now that he 
is premier the people of this island are fleed with 

bill for pumping water. H~~~~~~ we in- 
crease the rates of water, we vannot satisfy the Elec- 
tric Company; here we are these 

pumps and not use of the Godgiven 
fuel we have. Not only are the machines a failure 
as fa r  as pumping is concerned, but  1 have heard i t  
stated that the pipes laid down stand the 
1 I-cqsore. The same engineer should know how to test 
them; if not he is not entirely the type of engineer 
T1.e m'ant- He might hzve his genius in ape particu- 

direction. The prescure 0"he X%-ater put through 
'he pip?? laid ilomn has burst them. 1s that right? 

is wrong! Mr. Speaker, in  the Debate 
that took place on the appointment of Mr. Garrod,-- 
'.reading from page 56 of the House Debates of 
J a n u a ~  25th, 19497 one member said: 

"After three or four years the matter could be 
reopened because we rnay not then nest1 a person 
of such high calibre and skill. The House has de- 
cided that the w & ~  services should be brought up  
to date and this is more or less a means of imple- 
men tin^ that decision." 

Well, Mr. Speaker, there is a little discrepancy 
in  the information given by the Minister of Works. 
Is  Mr. Garrod's contract out already? 

Hon. N. E .  COX: It will be out in May this 
year. 

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Speaker, i n  this Addendum 
it is stated that he Pzs been employed since 20th 
qecember, 1949. !l%e cSqntract must  over the Leave. 
if you re-employ him i t  is continuous and if he was 
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here from 20th December, 1949, on the 20th Decem- 
her, 1955, he would have been here six Years, and ir 
he were employed in the first place for three years 
there must have been some extension of three years. 
I t  seems as if the hon. member for St. John was per- 
feebly right. You re-engaged him after the holidays. 
If he took UP the appointment since 20th December, 
1949, on the 20th beeember, 1955 he has been with 
this Government for six years, and if the per~od was 
three years, six years 1s already up. So that lt 
must have been for a period more than three years 
because it expires sometime in May. This needs a n  
explanation. I know he went on holiday, but do 
you mean to tell me he was disengaged during thh? 
time? The next thing is if we give permission for 
someone to enter into Agreement to serve for a period 
of not more than two Years, can the Government 
make it two different agreenlents? Can they make 
one Agreement and then extend i t ?  We have given 
them permission to make i t  for a period of not more 
than two Years or whatever period they make it, it 
comes to an end and they have to come back again; 
so I hope they do not think they can make it a year 
and then extend it. As soon as they make an Agree- 
ment for a year, this Resolution has no effect. We 
are not giving them permission to make two Agree- 
rrients or an Agreeiilent for two years. They are 
getting one Resolution for one Agreement. And I 
see in the second paragraph that they are paying 
certain passages and so on. I hope they do not go 
and put themselves in trouble because after we make 
an Agreement for a period of time and that time ex- 
pifies, they must come back and get the House to 
confirm it as another Agreement. I mention that 
because they do as they like with these things; no- 
body keeps any check on them. 

N ~ .  speaker, I cannot too often condemn the 
drawing up of Addendelms a ~ l d  Resolutions coming to 
this House. you mean to tell me, sir,  that the civil 
bervant that drew this had any r;ght saying t h a ~  
Mr. Garroa who has been employed by the Govern- 
merit as chief ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  waterworks D~~~~~~~~~ 
since 20th December, 1919, bar signified his willing- 
ness to go on? The facts of the case should have 
been set out properly. moever drew this up must 
have had the before him The 
have been set Out that he was On for three 
years from December? what took place in 
the interim, and what you want to do now and that 
the present Agreement expires in May, 1956. That 
is the of information that be given. 
This is not the of information be 
allowed to bring in here and then to supplement it I 
they Say i t  is six Years. From 1949 coull? it be any 
thing else than six or more years? But none of the 
facts are set out and the Minister is saying i t  is an 
extension of two years Set out the facts, and let th?  
civil servants know they must respect the Legisla- 
ture. When this is introduced in  the Other Place, 
they will tell them the day he was and 
thing else. c hat is the information they are going 
to get; but for us this Government can bring in this 
insulting piece of information and cannot supple- 
ment i t  with facts. It is only about two or three 
days ago that we were told the whole story of the 
pumps going up and dovn. This is t h ~  way they I carry on their business. 

l have, i t  is likely that if the pumps will not work, the 
people will not gek w-r. They have had to go back 
and bring the old steam engines into work. There 

k 
is some of opinion. The hch. senior mem- 
ber St. Phillp says he knows for a fact that the old 
steam engines at the Belle and Warleigh have been 
put back ~ n t o  use L)o you mean to tell me a thing 
does riot give satisfaction, but you order 15 and then 
you have to send them back to England just as you 
tend your shirts to be washed? Do you meau the 
people who made them knew they would break down 
so they recommended buyine; a dozen? Well, Sir, 
that is a very serious state of affairs and it zeeds ex- 
Iplanation. 
5.45 p.m. 

The Government cannot expect that because i t  
might have sufficient members to vote for it, i t  call 
be careless about these things, especially when i t  1s 
a question of water. There is a serious state "f 
affairs, and the Government cannot clai-:? that they 
have beell honest to this House about it, because the, A 
have not opened their r~ou ths  and said one \lord un- 
til i t  has been dragge6 out of then,. I ~hould  like 
to say that in this Dsci~rtrnent years ago there wa, 
a gentleman by the name of Mr. Lingwood who had 
to send back some bac2k pay or bribe which peopl- 
sent out here to him. I give the Government that 
warning. After Mr. Iiingwood had imported so1712 
engines, the usual thing happened, and he had L )  
s n d  back those engi11c.s. L warned this Government 
not to put the importa:!on of the fire-fightll~g appara 
tus into the hands of one person. If you hit upo11 
the right type of appsratus, you are alright, but I: 

;t is otherwise, then ycu will lose money. 
If a man is willing to recommend that you pin 

your faith in electric21 equipment and scrap somc- 
thing which has given you good service, even if it is 
a 1:ttle expensive, he lqllst be prepared to guarantcz 
his recommendations. IIc must be prepared to stand 
by his recommendatiom because i t  is a questioll of 
the life and death of the people. This 
should be given info~lnation, not that it should be k 
dragged out of the Ministen. This is too serious ;I 

state of affairs for mo to treat i t  lightly. I am 
seconding the motion that the further consideratiotr 
nf this Resolution be postponed at  least for a n~e! i ;  
let hon. members go to the Belle and Warleigh and 
]et us see if wp have nrard the truth. I will be prc- 
kared to Come here and say that hen. hay. 
r,o right to misleatl House. 

When we heard the word "retrenchment" bc- 
ing used ill the introL!uction the last Estimates, 
that is a serious I am seconding the 
for the postponement (,f this ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ t i ~ ~  i,, the hope 
,hat the Governlllent Tvill gyacefully accept it a lfi 
do not let them eny statement on ther. 
pannot be any debate. l let them deal &th this mattcll- 
,n a way in people can retract what thr.y 
have said, and offPr prLtise where praise is due 

The fact remains that Mr. Garrod brought i : )  
Y 

light circnmstanceq wFich have been confirmed l,\- 
the Government for wh:ch  IT^'^ are grateful; ho-evcr, 
i t  is these engine5 that we have to rely to give 
the people water. 

Hon. BT. E. COX: I am asking leave to spea!; 
again. 

There beiwg no objection, leave was granted t ? ~ ~ ,  
H m .  Minister. 

Mr. Speaker, a very sad and serious state of 
&airs has been revealed to this House this afternoon 
and i t  is incumbent upon the Government to make 
a report to this House. It involves expenditure 
of considerable funds from the Public Treasury for 
a very necessary service to  the people ; no matter how 
many pipes and how many pumph stations you 

Hon. M. E. COX: No other hon. member ha-?- 
;ng attempted to spea!:, I therefore have to put for- 
ward the G ~ v e r n m ~ n t ' ~  point of view. I should lil;,. 
the hone junior for the City to know that 
the Chief Engineer, after thoroughly examining th,, 
position with regard to these pumps, made a propos:d. 
Thnt proposal was not mentioned in the Estimates. 

Y 



hecnuse we were not ready with the facts to p1a.e~ 
them, before the House. I n  the near future, I -will 
1)e asking the House to grant a token vote in  respect 

lof this Department, because these pumps take 'about 
18 months or so to get here; in that connection, I 
am prepared to give all the facts as regards this 
macninery. 

The hon. senior member for St. Philip is right 1 
1n saying that these pumps went back td England 
to be repaired. These pumps cannot be repaired in 
Barbados. The highest horse-power pump has been 
giving trouble and Mr. Garrod has been investigat- 
Ing the matter; he has insisted upon the Firm chat 
they must repair thes3 pumps and ,improve on them 
to his satisfaction. As hr has pointed cut, it is a ques- 
tion of design; the 45 horse-power engine does not 
give any trouble, but the 96 to 115 horse-power en- 
xines give trouble. 
6.05 ~ r m .  

Now. Sir, the hon. senior member for St. Philip 
further stated that the old steam engine had to qe 
hrought into use a t  Warleigh and the Belle. That is 
not true. Warleigh has never had rt steam engine. 
Warleigh got its wat9r from the Golden Ridge R-- 
sewoir and it never had any steam engine there to 
pump water. Two or three years ago, electrical equip- 
ment was fitted to a well there which pumps wate~. 
from Heywoods into m-arleigh Reservoir from nnl~ich 
i t  enters a sluice valve in Indian Ground which zl- 
lows the water to go direct over t o  Boscobelle instead 
of running into Warleigh. 

The hon. member is talking of something which 
' e knows absolutely ncthing about. We still have 
pumps working; as 3 matter of fact, me are still 
getting a full supply of water to the corn~nunity in 
general, even to those in Boscobelle. As I have saicl, 
1 will be coming to the House a t  a later date (I be- 
]]eve in a week or two) to ask this House to agree 
to a token vote in this respect because we have to 
order these pumps in another day or two. 

Mr. CFCAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, since new1 in- 
formation has been introduced. I am asking leave of 
the House to make a statement in reply to the re- 
marks just made by the Hon. Minister. 

Mr. SPEAICEB: The honourable senior mem- 
ber for St. Philip is asking leave to speak again. ir" 
there is no objection----- 

Hon. R. G. &I&PP: I object. 
Mr. SPEAKER: I will have to put  the question 

to  the vote. May I inform the House that the qucs- 
tion of speaking more than once has absolutely no- 
thing to do with Ministerial set up. 

The question that leave be granted the honourable 
nlember for St. PhiLip to  speak was put and resolc~d 
;n the affirmative, the Home dividimg as follows :- 

Ayes: Mr. BRTAN, Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUM- 
I r I N S .  Hon. M .  E .  Cox, Mrs. ROURNE, Mr. LEWIS, 
Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. VAUGHAN, Mr. ALLDER, Mr. E. D. 
MOTTLEY and Nr. HAYNEs-~O. 

Noes: Hon. R. G. MAPP, Mr. SMITH and Mr. 
F. L. T~ALCOTT-3. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I want this 
House to understand carefully that these pumps are 
faulty in construction. That has been well authenti- 
cated. That is different from faulty in  design. The 
Belle Pumping Station has faulty electric pumps and 
as a, result three of them are now in  England. Be- 
cause of that, the Belle is pumping water with the old 
contraptions which Nr. Garrod himself said shoulrl 
Fare been swapped. 

With regard to the new Pumping Sation, War- 
leigh, that has two electric pumps. 1 want this 
House to believe me when T Fav that both of those 
pumps are now in England. Tn other words, there are 
five pumps now in England. I-Iowe~ler TVarleigh get< 

i ts  water does not concern me; whether i t  gets i t  f rom 
ueywoods or any other place is a matter for  the 
Uepartment. 

I n  addition, Sir, it is not as the Hon. Minister 
of Communications, Works and Housing tried t9 
impress the House that because the pumps cannot be 
repaired here that they will have to  be sent to Eng- 
l,,nd. The point is that the pumps did not s tay 
up a t  all. I t  is known that a pump has come track 
irom England to work for six weeks and then i t  had 
to be sent back there again for repairs. Of coarse it 
would only be he who would buy such a pump ; I am 
not one of those people who would spend the taxpay- 
ers money in such a fashion. Iaet the hon. member 
find out how many hours of service each of them 
gave since they were out here. Let him find out how 
many times one pump had to be returned to Eng- 
land. The fact of the matter is that what he said 
today should have been said when we had the Esti- 
mates before us. Imagine that he intends to present 
the House a Resolution calling for a token vote with 
regards to the expenditure for new pumping equip- 
ment. I n  other words, Sir, they have been condemn- 
ing the pumps-all SIX-and waiting u.(til now to 
tell us that we have to order new pumping equip- 
ment. 

I say here now what I said earlier and it is that 
from the time these pumps came here, Mr. Garrod 
knew they were faulty and could not stand up  to 
work. I n  his position as Chief Engineer of the 
Waterworks Department, Mr. Garrod could, have 
told us that the pumps were not working and, that 
t'-ey were not giving service; therefore he shoald 
have reported that we would have to scrap them and 
get new pumping equ~pment, because sending them 
back to England for repairs was a waste of the public, 
money. Furthermore, what I said earlier was that 
these pumps did not cost a penny, they cost several 
hundred dollars; and from the time they began to 
break down, Mr. Garrod should have written a proper 
memorandum on them so that we would be in a posi- 
tion to claim from the manufacturers some of the 
money we paid for them. It is not a dynamo for a 
refrigerator that we have to repair. Every time that 
those pumps are sent to England for repairs, we have 
to pay for the repairs. [A VOICE : Have we got to 
pay?] Surely; whenever the manufacturers repair 
them! We s'end them to the Foundry first. They 
tinker with them and send in  a bill and then we have 
to send them to England. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I think the honourable member 
has said quite enough. 

Mr. CRAWFORD : I am saying that  if the Chief 
Engineer of the Waterworks Department had made 
out a case earlier, we wculd have been in a better posi- 
tion to reclaim from the manufacturers either what we 
paid for them or new equipment. There we-e members 
here in this House whc took their d u t i e ~  seriously; 
they could come m hrre like thi. honourable junior 

1 nlember for St. Andrew, who has joined with Mi. 
Robinson, and Mr. Walcott and others and make the 
engineer resign from t!ie Waterworks. I f  the honour- 
able junior member for St. Andrew had a man em 
ployed at  Xewcastle wbn was not serving to the best 
of his ability he would fire him overnight, but appar- 
ently because he meetc Mr. Garrod over rocktails or 
at the Bridgeto~ln Club or they are friendly. 

Mr. HAYNES : The honourable senior member 
has absolutely misinterpreted my remarks. I said, 
when we have good officials from England you will 
never get other good ones to come. You get m m y  
bad ones and he knows I use my words against them 
very of ten;  and I often made them resign in  my 
younger days; but I used the words "good officials. " 
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Mi.. CRAWFORD: "Good" is a relative term 
and as a matter of opinion he may be good to hilrl anu 
bad to somebody else. Some thought Mr. Peck was 
good and others that he was bad: and a few hours 
after members criticised him in this House he resigii- 
ed. What happened a t  Seawell Airport when they 
put up a new Terminal Building? &h. James Mur- 
ray came here, laughed at  the construction and hon- 
ourable members critcised i t  and he resigned; out 
because the Ninister of Communications who does not 
know a turn-cock from a meter can come here with 
this Rlesolution, they are going to keep him on a t  the 
Waterworks. I am telling you a t  this stage after 
sending machines to England we have less chance cf 
having proper service than we have had three or four 
years ago. 

T h e  question that further consideration of the 
Resolzctiom be postponed was pwt and resolved in the 
negativle the House dividing as follows :- 

r l . l / c~  : Mr. LEWIS, m. CRA\YT;'~RD, &fr. AI,LDER, 
nlr. E. D. RIOT~I~EI-.". 

Noes: Mr. BRYAX, Hon. Dr. 11. G. 11. CUM~TINS. 
Iion. I f .  E. Cos. 11011 R. g. MA;>?, Mrs. BOURNE, 
Mr. S~IITEI Mr. F. L. \VAI,(.OTT, 3Ir HAYXES.--S. 

T h e  question that the  Resolution  do now pass was 
put a.nd resolved in the affirmative without division. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move 
that this House do now adjourn for half an hour. 

Hon. M. E. COX : I beg to second that. 
The  question was-put and resolved in the a f f i r n ~ -  

ative withoqct divzvion Ir,ld Mr. S P E L ~  ICEC U < ' , / O ~ L ~ . W C ~  

tha House accordimgly. 
6.10 p.m. 

Rates of Income Tax 

O n  re-wssembling, 
Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day ni;w 

stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Soc~al 
Services: to move the second reading of a Bill to set- 
tle the rates of Income Tax for the year on'e thousand 
nine hundred and fifty-six, and to make provision i'or 
certain other matters in  connection with the levying 
of th'e said tax. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, this 
Bill deals with the rates of Income Tax to be levied 
for this year; they are the same as they were for last 
year. Honourable members mill want to ask sonie- 
thing about the exemptions which have been promised 
and I wiil say that these exemptions will be dealt with 
in the next Order of the Day. I beg to move that this 
Bill bo now read a second time. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS : l f r .  Speaker, I am wondering 

whether the Government has come to the conclusion 
that these rates are such that it cannot interfere wit11 
them. I know that the Estimates have been made up 
on the basis that the Government would introduce 
these rates, and i t  would be a dangerous thing for ihe 
House to interfere with them, merely feeling that 
they will collect a surplus ; brit 1 am wondering if this 
3% is a good figure with which to start off, and if 
~e l i e f  cannot be given in t h m  beginning brackets so 
as to assist those people who do not get too far  in these 
Fr~,cl;-t~. if they get info '&em a t  all. I t  has bern 
thought that if you give relief to these people. yen 
give i t  to everybody. Flowever, it is not a qll~stion of 
relieving everybody; i t  is your method of dealing with 
the matter, but i t  might be a good thing to reconyider 
these rates a t  some time. 

For  instance, when yen get to 30%. p011 will no- 
tice that tMs 30% is on $1,000; perhaps they could In- 

troduoe something there, and have a 85%, and give 
reliei a little higher up. You will have to know the 
statistics so as to know what relief you are giving 
and how you could recoup yourself from thls big 
bracket from $1,000 to $3,000. It might be necessary 
at some time or other to carry this rate beyond 75%. 
This is not a business in  which you can say that you 
have to leave back something; and after a certain 
period it may be necessary to regulate nearly all of 
these rates. You are leaving people with their source 
of income and I am hoping that a revision of these 
rates will take place. 'L'hese rates have been in ex- 
istence, they have not been changed, and i t  is not a 
question ot people not findlng it difficult to pay their 
taxes. 

Generally speaking, I understand that  people are 
not taking advantage of the P.A.Y.E. system; it is 
regrettable, having regard to the way in which the 
system, came in. I do not know whether you should 
ask the Income Tax Department if the arrears of 
taxes could not be avoided, if you make a regulation 
in  respect of the collection under this system. I do 

4 
not want people to tsink that because there is no de- 
bate on this Bill that the people in these lower braek- 
ets are finding it easy to contribute by way of Income 
Tax. 

The question that this Bil l  be mow read a secoztl 
f tnzc was put a%d riesolved in the affimnstive w i t h f  
division. 

On the n~otion, of H m  Dr. H.  G. H .  CU~T1~41lhS, 
secoxded b y  Hon. M. E. C O X ,  Mr. SPEAKER lef t  
the Chair mnd the House went into Conzmittee 0% tht 
Bill, M'r. BRYAN being in the Cha4r. 

Clause 1 was called m d  passed. 
Clause 2 was called. 
Hon. Dr. H .  G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move 

that Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Something which I w m t  

to say here might sound selssh, but  when you are a 
member of the House, there is nobody to speak for 
you, and therefore you have to speak for yourself. I t  
is true that the Hon. Minister under whose portfolio 
this matter falls is not present, but I made a point 
tiurinp the conqideration of the Budget that some ex- 
amination should be made as regards the Income Taa 
rates and the allowanets. I am not one of those per- , 
sons who are opposed to Income Tax, but I $eel that 
just as anybody else, you should examine any method 
of taxation to see whether i t  is lieeping up to date. I 
contend that the present allowances are too low; for 
instance, if you take :I rough and ready rsample, :L 
man \\rho is working for $20 a meek is an  aTrerage 
workman to-day. Would anybody suggest that that 
is the type of salary or wage which you could regard 
aS an amount from which Income Tax should operate' 
T go further: the general living standard is something 
which a Government must watch. There is a general 
tendency that if allowances are not liberal enough, H 
that makes people who should pay avoid as much as 
they can the method of paying their fair  share. 

I feel that the time has come when the Income 
Tas allowances in  Barbados and the allowances to 
melnbers of this Chamber should be looked a t  in thi5 
'liyht : let there be no doubt about i t  that no member 
of this House who draws a salary of £400 a year can 
claim that that salary is free of expenses. I n  this 
Island you are not even allowed your electioneering 
expenqeq to be deducted from your Income Tax ; you 
are onlr allowed these expenses, but they are not de- 
cli~ctable from your Income Tax. Any mem5er c! 
this House will realise for himself that the full m- 
come derived from being a member of this Chamber 
is taxable. and i t  does not make room for any of the  

l)c 
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services which honourable members have to use. Thc 
Ministers of the Crown get $561 per month for trauell- 
ing expenses, aiid these travelling expenses are  or 
taxable. 
r7.00 pm.  

I all1 maintailling with nhat  a nienlLer Ilas t o  
do in regard to traveliiiig in his constituency, tha: 
the samc as you can regard travelliilg allowan(~e as 
something which is n3t taxable that the anlount 
payable to hon. members should be regarded in thsi 
light. I am frank enmnh to say it, Sir, lclecaiuse i 
kno\v there are some hen. members of this House. 
who were not in favour of receiving payment for 
their legislative duties but they did not refuse to 
take i t  from the Treasury. I arii saying that taxable. 
incollie should be related so to speak to a man's 
mcome. You sbould give a taxpayer enough off 10 
free himself of his normal obligations and nhat  hp 
is called upon to pay should be what could be rc- 
psrded as his dues to the community. I do feel tha; 
those of us who cannot hide our incomes and haye 
to  pay Income tax on what we earn, especially 
those of us who have families and have to support 
them, realise that the taxable a m o u t  for a m a r r i d  
Inan of $1,300 which is less than $120 a month is 
not enough. Ask any hon. meinber of this House 
if a mzrried man W-iih a family really and truly 

pay from a salary of $120 per mont3 house 
rect, buy food and all the necessities that norillally 
are needed for a good life. I feel the time has come 
when the allowances for Income tax rate should be 
l?i,aher, an  amount which could be regarded as just. 
I hope hon. members in the very near future will 
Eee that the rates of Ilzcome tax and the deduction; 
a re  not related to the 1956 economy and that th-, 
6nancial implications on the whole should be r L  

viewed. The Government is now getting more monep 
from revenue. Of course it has to spend more moncp 
but the fact that the Government has to spend mole 
money means that the individual also has to spenj  
Itlore money; therefore, he should be given more t ~ ,  
spend. The allowances should be more libera1 so a- 
not to oppress people who have to pay income tor 
on low incomes. 

The qlsestiom fhat Gla~wle 2 stand part uias put 
allid resclved in the zffirmative urithoz~t division. 

The Sclzedz~le waa called and passed. 
On nzotion of Horc. Dr. H .  G. E. CUMMIXF. 

seconded b y  Hon. M. E. COX, Mr GHAIRMrl,V 
reported the passir~g c?j the Bill i n  Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER r ~ s ~ r m e d  the CJza/ir and reportetl 
accordingly. 

Oln separate moticvnls of Hon. Dr. H .  G. H. 
CUMMIZCTH, seconded b y  Hom. M.  E. COX in* each 
case the Bill zi~as read a third time and passed. 

THE INCOME TAX (AMENDMENT) 
BILL 1956 

Mr. SPEAKER : The next Order of the Day no\:, 
s t ~ n d s  in the name of the Hon. Minister of Soci:~i 
Services: Second reading of a Bill to amend the 1a:v 
relating to income tar .  

Hon. Dr. H. G. 31 CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker, 
this Bill deals with the amendments to the Ineoine 
Tax Act of 1921. First of all, i t  changes some ex- 
pressions which are in the Bill. The expressions "Hi9 
Majesty's dominions" or "territories under HIS 
Majesty's protection, " or "Empire" have been 
yeplaced by references to "the Comnionvrrealth." 

There is an  amendment by way of a rebate in 
income tax for medicat expenses. 

This Bill also makes different provisioiis for the 
making of appeals. Instead of direct appeal to thc 
Court of Common, Pleas the Bill provides that there 

Le set up an  Appeals Coniill~tiec to which such 
appeals call be made in the first instance, and the per- 
su,ls malrillg such appeals may still have further op- 
l~ortuiiity to the Court of Cornrnoil l leas. 'The ob~ect  of 
that is to make the cost of appeals as  reasonaole as 
i,ob21zIe. i t  n as considered that if a taxpayer had to 
tippeal straignt to the Court of Common Pleas that 
that would be rather expensive, so this Bill makts 
provision for the sett1 IT up of an  Appezls Conimit- 
tee to whom complaints inay be referred and if a tes- 
rayer is still not satisfied, he can appeal furthe? 
to the Court of Comii~oil Pleas. 

Then there is the question of allo~vance for re-  
pairs for which an  amendment is made. That is in 
vie\\, of the fact that the Vestries Act will be rs- 
pealed in  a short time, and a,s is known there will 
h a new system for collecting taxes which will be 
done on the advice of the Coiiimissioner of rllcomt 
Tax. This amendment therefore provides for the 
ehangeover as  far  as repairs to properties are con- 
cerned. 

Then there is the old contentioii of tl-'c wear and 
tear allowances for which amendments in  this Bill 
are included. The objects and reasons set i t  out 
~learly. 

I repeat, provision is made in this Bill for 
Medical expenses, for appeals to be made to an 
Appeals Committee, then allowances will be gives 
for repairs to houses ior the purpose of Vestry rat- 
:ng as well as wear and tear allowances. Those are 
che main points which are included in this Bill. 

Clause 3 deals with the abolition of the Ves- 
tries and the taking over of them by the new Cour, 
ail. There is also a new Schedule, called the second 
Schedule. 

This Bill also seek; to abolish the "three year 
average" basis for calculating the allowan~es i s  
r~spect  of repairs to premises occupied otherwise 
than for the purpose cf residence or enjoyment by 
or on behalf of the owner, and for implements, 
utensils or articles employed in acquiring the in- 
come; and in place provision is made for granting 
rls such allowances the sums actually spent." I thirllr 
that is somewhat diit'erent from th:: present Ves- 
h i a s  Act. 
7 10 p m .  

The p r e s a t  Vestry system as fa r  a s  I remember 
does not take into consideration the owner or  occupier 
of a House. Exemption is made under the present 
Vestry system for insurance, taxes, and things of that 
sort, but in this case, Sir, "owner occupier" repairs 
will be taken into consideration when computing one 'S 

incomle tax. As it is now, I think this is something 
hdditional. Of course, this will come into operation 
from this year. Dealing with the question of m u a l  
allowances, we have first of all initial allowance whlsh 
is 20% ; after initial allowance there are annual a]- 
lowances which will be arranged a t  the consideration 
of the Income Tax Commissioner. There is also these 
balancing allowances and balancing charges which 
make provision that in case of a sale which might be 
considered as a "bogus sale"-that is, if I sell to mme 
friend or relative a t  just a nominal price-if the sale 
realises more than the money paid back by way of 
income tax;  if it is sold for less, there would be a re- 
bate, and the Income Tax Commissioner can come In 
arid claim what he thinks is a reasonable amount. 
These are the main points, Sir, besides wear and tear  
allonances. Sections 9 and 10, Sir, deal with the 
question of rebate on medical expenses which first of 
all must be in excess of $20 and then you get $100 
in case of a married man, a rebate of $50 i n  case of a 
single individual and $25 in case of a child. I think 
these are the main points i n  this Bill and I beg to  

, move that this Bill be now read a second time. , 



Hon. M. E. COX:  I beg to second that. 
Mr. E. D. MOTTL'EY: &h. Speaker, this is a 

Bill of very ta r  reaching importance. It was long in 
coming. Those of us un this side of the 'l1able hav,: 
Leen pressing Government in  making certain allow- 
ances of income tax payers in  respect of medical ex- 
penses thereby bringing the Income Tax Bill of Bar- 
bados up to date and in line with what happens In 
big and progressive countries. This Bill has talcell 
that step, but it has gone somewhat further and 
amendments have been made as the Ilon. Leader of 
the House has said relative to "owner occupier7' and 
owner. I t  also makes allowances, Sir, relative to 
machinery. I n  short, this Bill will bring into effect 
certain Regulations that will normally come into op- 
eration with the Local Government Bill which is to 
bring into effect the new Local Government System. 
In other words, a lot of these provisions which now 
5xist in the old Local Ccvernment System \vould have 
to be and they are being amended here to have the 
Local Government A d  put into operation. As he 
rightly said, as to the question of allowances on in- 
surance and taxes for the previous year-this notice 
will not allow any such deduction but will allow for 
repairs. I think i t  is a recognised thing that the 
standard system for repairs would usually be over a 
period of five years. I do not know how the Incolne 
Tax Cornmissifiner will take it. Take the average 
man who pays $60 a month whose previous year's 
taxes inclnde bills, water and what not, which ~vonl;l 
amount, (depending upon the parish system vhich 
vou know) 8 $70 or $8101 a month: plus insurance 
which would bring i t  to roughly about $100. This is 
what a man would be allowed if the present system 
operated as against this bill. It is not usual for a 
man to repair a house every year, but normally speak- 
ing if you are an "owner occupier" of a house ancl 
pour income was £500 a year and you had to p q  011 
say S100 than you w4oilld normally tvday be entitled 
to deduct the previous year's taxes of $50 or $60 plus 
your insurance plus any reasonable repairs and not 
any capital depreciation. Therefore, if your salary 
was $500 and the value of your house was another 
£500, you would automatically be allowed to take off 
your previous year's taxes plus insurance plus any 
reasonable pepairs. As the amendment stands, you 
are going to abolish reasonable repairs and not depre- 
~ ia t io t i  in capital so that if your income was £500 
xnd you take off a roof or put in a terrazzo floor this 
would be ?,easonable repairs of not more than what 
the rental value would be.. Byt to-day, you are to be 
allowed your repairs. I have had to discuss this cin 
another occasion and I quite agree that unless i t  is 
going to be seen that your repairs here-it is not for 
a man who actually repairs every year; a man who 
owns a house to the value of £ 1W would hardly re- 
pair every year to get deduction on the £100. There- 
fore, Sir, if the practice is going to be to follow the 
practice of general repairs over a period of five years 
and take off that deduction after a period of five 
~VeaFs, all well and good. It might sound complicated 
jf members are not following. But if any man never 
putp his hand on sufficient money to do repairs, then 
whne you may think of doing something here to benz- 
fit t?le income tax payer, you are really putting him 
a t  a disadvantage. 
7.20 p.m. 

However, when we get further on with this mat- 
ter, the Hon. Minister will be able to explain i t  more 
fully. 

There is one ~ o i n t  I want to make here and on 
which I arm directing my remarks ta the Hon. Minis- 
te r  of Social Services who, like myself, will not boast 
of any extraordinary knowledge of this subject matter 
a t  all. At least, I do not think so: it only happens 

that, as Hon. Leader of the House, it falls to his lot 
eo introduce this Measure. This is a very technical 
matter. Let us take paragraph 2 of the " O'bjects and 
iieasous : " I t  says this : ' "Phe deductions allowed are 
tile aggregate of $100 or $50, depending upon whether 
the taxpayer is a married man or not, . . . " I n  otbcr 
words, a single man i s  given deductions i n  the aggre- 
gate of $50 a year for expenses incurred while a mar- 
ried man ?S given deductions in the aggregate of $100 
a year. I am the first to-appreciate that a ceiling 
~nus t  be out in this matter. Mr. "X" can have his 
triend who is a Doctor to say that he has speat so 
much; and of course, that cuts both ways because the 
Doctor will have to return that amount when he is 
making his Income Tax return. But  this paragraph 
ill the "Objects and Reasons" goes further. It says: 
"For expenses incurred to the taxpayer, his wife and 
dependent relatives and $25 in respect of each child 
up to a maximum of two." 

I know that i t  is necessary to get through with 
thk Bill, and that the Government will put  it into op- 
eration for the present Income Tax year; but it is 
suggested here that they are allowing $25 medical ex- 
penses in respect of each child for a man who has a 
family. I n  your I%egubtions, the maximnm to which 
a Doctor can go for performing a n  operation for ap- 
pendicitis is £100; but the average servant in Bridge- 
. t om who goes to the Hospital, and i t  is discovered 
that she is working for more than $15 a month, she 
is charged $25 for a n  operation. I am challenging 
the Hon. Minister to deny tha t ;  I am quite willing to 
sit now and let him deny it. Of course, you may 
think that some people who can very well pay, will - fool people and do not pay; but how can you really 
and seriously talk about allowing $25 for an  opera- 
tion? A person in this Country who is earning $60 
a month has to pay Income Tax. Let us say that a 
liian who is working for $100 a month or over, has 
a child or two children. He has to take a child to  
the Hospital for an  operation for appendicitis; you 
are starting to give deductions from a certain bracket 
up. This man h a  to pay for a n  operation, and there 
5s the operation and hospitalisation : do you think that 
an allowance of $25 is suf6cient in  this case ? I repeat 
that you must have a ceiling in  this matter, but I ap- 
peal to the Hon. Minister to see that $25 is not suffi- 
cient. I am suggesting that if you are doing anything 
in this matter of deductions f o ~  medical expenses, you 
should not deal with it in this way. We are now deal- 
ing with an  Income Tax Bill and therefore we are 
dealing with people who pay a certain amount. 

My serious plea which I am making to the Hon. 
Niiiister is this: this is a matter which will affect 
every honourable member of this House, and I am 
therefore asking %onourable members to listen to me 
carefully. One out of every five families must need 
hospitalisation or medical expenses every year in  this 
country. If the members, of the Government have not 
got the figures, let them go to the Civic F'riendly 
Society and get them. I know that they would like 
to bring th& Bill inta-operation so that people can 
get off these medical expenses; that  is alright, but let 
us d e d  with this matter in the correct way. 
7.30 p.m. 

Now, Sir, very often when these Bills come in 
here we are told that they 'are drafted by the 'I~egal 

l Draughtsmen in the Attorney General's Office and 
taken from similar Bills in other colonies. 1 hav ? 

always contended that while that is so we must 
I amend them so as to suit local conditions. We have 

been told time and time again, "No, let i t  g) 
through," only to find out later that the Bill was 
not workalble in that way. 

I will give you an instance and i t  is in connection 
'with the Local Government Bill. None of th ? 



amendments which I suggested on the floor of t1.e 
House was put in although I had no intention oc 
holding up  the Bill. I t  w4as rushed through this 
House and then sent to the Other Place. You the11 
brought down a gentleman who really knows his jou 
and he has told the Government t h ~ t  the Bill was 
not workable as i t  wtas. 

Of course, members on this side of the table arc. 
not lawyers. I know that parts of other similar legis 
lations are put  into tbis Bill. I have a suggestioil 

0- SO. to m'ake and I am g i ~ l n g  my reasons for doin, 
I know the Hon. Miliister of Social Services is going 
to tell me that he callnot accept an amendment on 
the spur of the moment but I have seen an amencl- 
ment made on the spur of the moment on the floor 
of the House-one that created a charge. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will interrupt the h011 
member to sy that that wa3 done in Committep. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Yes Sir, that was so;  
however, any hon. member can make an  amendmen1 
on the floor of this House. 

A VOICE : You rite wrong. 
Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: We can make an  amwd- 

ment to this Bill. Section 10 states that Section 20 
of the principal Act is hereby amended with the 
proviso that the amount so allowed shall not exceed 
t1.e aggregate of $25 for each child up to a maxi- 
mum of two children. We should increase that surt.. 
If that is amended to say "not exceeding the amount'' 
-it would mean that the claimant ~vould have to 
satisfy the Income Tax Commissioner that wit11 
~espect  to illness on the part  of his wife or children 
that was treated at  the General Hospital, say by the 
Surgeon General, that he has spent up to that amount 
for  which you must have a ceiling. I am suggesting 
that amendment to the Hon. Minister of Social Ser- 
vices. 

I will further suggest that woe postpone t l ~ e  
passing of this Bill and allow a sm!all Committee to 
,ao into it. I t  is far  reaching. I suggested that because 
I did not expect the Hon. Minister to say "Yes" 3ft 
hand to this amendment. Bear in mind, I am ncjt 
arguing that yen shonld leave the ceiling amount 
open so as to say that a man can spend any amount 
on his children. I am saying that Government must 
have a ceiling price. I know the Hon. Minister deer 
down in his heart hnovgs that to some of us it migil! 
,lot matter if one spends $100 and only gets off $25 
but I am thinking of  hose persons in the small 
income bracket such :L.: waterfront workers, clerks, 
postmen and policemen. You should amend it t , ~  
read, say "not exceeding £25." You have here not 
exceeding $25 in the case of a child np to two chil- 
dren. Will the Hon. Minister say that that is only 
for the money which you are going to pay to the 
doctor? Why I ask that is because actually if one 
wanted medical attention and had to be hospitalis-11 
ancl, say, was paying 5/- a day for five or six weeks, 
will that amount fo.  his hospitalisation be tak6.1 
into account? The Hoi~ .  Minister of Social Services 
knows that if one is suffering from a stomach ail- 
ment and the doctor cannot find it out and he merely 
said that the person will have to get a photograph of 
a portion of the lower intestines, that would cost in 
the vicinity of $40. The question of "not exceedinrr 
$25" is out of the question and I am sure that the 
Hon. Minister of Social Services on hi* part will 
(agree with me. NOW, let us  take a case in which a 
person has a daughter who needs treatment for a 
breast disease. What would that cost? I am sure it 
would not cost $25; it will cost more than that. T 
am saying that you should amend i t  to say not ex- 
ceeding so much" but the person will have to pro- 
duce bills to certify what he spends. You must keel, 
your bills for the Income Tax Commissioner. Let us 

not think of ourselves because some of u s  might havs 
an  income of .S400 a ycar; others can augment what 
they get in here by wbat they do outside; therefore 
"not exceeding $25" might mean nothing to us; bwc 
think of the postmen and the poor clerk who gets 
between $80 and $90 a month. 
7.40 p.m. 

ithell illness suddenly strikes a child and you 
have to go to Hospital, that is where the bills come in, 
and I have? seen a nlan in the Income Tax group of 
£600 a year with six children who had three sick in 
one year. What do you do with them? I appeal t o  
the Hon. Minister that while I appreciate the Bill and 

I it has attempted to help, as  neither of us can boast ' any superior knowledge about it, I am making a sug- 1 gestion to him that as soon as the principle is p w e d  
that i t  be postponed so that we can have a committee 
and get one of the legal officers to come in and discuss 
certain aspects and see what can be amended relative 
to children and married men, and I do not agree to 

, $50 for a single man. Do not think of the man paying 
1 $2 for six weeks. We want to get settled whether it 

covers Hospital bills: and so on, so much a day for  
Hospital, so much for X-Ray and so on. That is not 
good 'enough. I am saying, let the man satisfy the 
Income Tax Commissioner with his bills. 

What would have been all right 15 years ago 
cannot be to-day, and above all the Bill seeks to abol- 
ish the three year average basis on calculating allow- 
ances and expenses. I know a lot of members do not 
appreciate it. I have already explained how it ap- 
plies to the local Government. This amendmevt comes 

1 in to fit in with the local Government Bill which is t o  
be amended to deal with the system of taxation. I n  
other words, the Local Government Bill as amended 
so far  is to be further amended. You brought i t  in, 
you passed it and when members said, "let us go and 
discuss it," you said it was drafted by the Attorney 
Generd. No nian can take it up now and say, "cut 
out this and put in  that." I n  this respect I submit 
that members agreed with the principle, but if they 
must be just and fair to their constituents, they will 
say, "let me understand what this means." Lkt i t  go 
to a Committee and let us  consult the Attorney Gen- 
eral. This is no reflection upon the Minister of Health. 
If it were dealing with something along his line I 
would ask him every possible question I could about 
lit, but it is not fair to ask certain things because it 
has fallen on him as Leader of the House. Therefo~e, 
I suggest, Sir, that while we agree to the principle u i  
the second reading, when i t  is passed I would suggest 
to the Minister that he accept the idea of a Selwf 
Committee. You will still get i t  in time for the Income 
Tax allon-ances; and may I say this, Sir, even if he 
40es not get it, i t  could be so worked that the allow- 
ances could be m'ade; i t  is better to do  i t  and do i t  
well. I am going to say this with the greatest respect 
to the Bliiiister : when this Gill goes to the Other Place 
they will go to a Select Committee and go into it. 
Well, give us the opportunity because i t  is very im- 
portant that every honourable member should know. 

Mr. LEWIS: Nr. Speaker, it seems difficult t o  
interfere with at  least the Barbados Income Tax Rill 
without giving great concessions to rich people and 
making i t  mbre diftiduft for the poor man. I n  this 
Bill we are not only giving people who can spend 
large sums of money on machinery and buildings in- 
itial allowances whish is something new, but the an- 
nual allowances a r t  to  be revised and balancing allow- 
ances are to be introduced so that  the rich people are 
qetting something thart way. When it comes to allow- 
ances for medical expenses, the rich people $1 get it 
off 75% and the poor man will get it off 3%. My 
opinion, Sir, is that the Government has made a ges- 



2256 
--W - - -- - -- -- - - - -- 

ture. 1 am not saying that  these other things arc not 
quite ill order ; you eventually give people something 
off machinery, so that  you can look a t  that that  way. 
But if you take out a n  insurance premium to-day, Slr, 
the Goverlment has changed the method to restridt 
the ~leduction of 24%. It does not interfere with tile 
existing policy. I think, Sir, tha t  something along 
those lines should be given i n  respect of medical ex- 
pellses. T m a t  I llleall is this. Do you mean to tell 
me that  if a man is paying i n  the 40% bracket and he 
gets of£ $100 he gets of£ $50 out of it. I f  you give a 
poor man the same $100 in the 3% bracket he gets 011 
$3. you rnalCe one man a present of $3 out of $100 
and anotller lnan $30 out of $100. The man that  is 
least able to lose i t  gets off only $3.00. That is some- 
thing, s i r ,  that  I think we should go into. 1 ~ v o u l i ~  
prefer the Government to give the Income Tax paj-cr 
a certaill alllount of money off. However, Sir, that 
is somethillg I would like the Hon. Minister to con- 

if he has not considered it from that angle. 

7.50 p.m. 
~f a man is now paying i n  the 20% bracket, g i ~ e  

him 20% of the ex,penses; do not tell him to take it 
cif£. If he takes his off, 'lot hare to palJ 
any  Inzonle Tax a t  he  gets ""Y if a 
man gets off ally 50% or 60%, you givil'g 
$50 O r  $60 out of $100- This \Iaas introduced 'l1 

79th January this year when lTe Irere lo0lr i1~ 
lorward to  the consideratio11 of the Estilnates, ailcl 
i t  is ~ d > r t u l l a t e  that  8 Bill like had 
2rought forward after last year's where 
you have j~lstificatioll ;or the of a 'lna'' 

Committee to meet the Inc0lne Tax Commissiolle' 
end  one or ta 'o other Persons. I know that the 
ernment cannot just Lollect taxes give 
away;  but i t  is of 110 use sayi11g that you 
?he Doctors if you m d k ~  the deductioa slllall It 
~ l l e n  you make it big that  You will the Do' 
tnrs. A Doctor can charge You :or his servicr's 
and  give you a receipt for  $150. The very 
:Eat p e ~ p l e  have bee11 complaining about in  1"esPeLt 
of hurricalle Insurance, is that they have to stall11 
:ht: first $120. 111 this case, if you spend a certai.1 
amount you will get back $3. 

I n  the "Objects and Reasons" of this Bill, it is 
.;tated that  you want to save people a n  
~ a e t h o d  of appeal, bu t  do not people lzot 

pay the Court of Common Pleas. Let have an 
Appeals committee, by all llleans1 but  let  those pea- 
~ l e  who want to  appeal directly to the Court 6; 

Common Pleas have tile privilege of doing SO. 1 

strongly object to  your comillg i n  here and sayin2 
illat you want to  cut d n ~  somebody else's expense, 
iha t  you feel that the greatest justice will be dO1?e 

by going to the Appeals ComnIittee, if people are 
not satisfied, then they can go before the Chief Jus- 
7,ice i n  the Court of Conlmon Pleas. [Hon. M. E. 

YOU can go direct t o  the  Court.] The 
does not say so ; i t  says tha t  if you a re  llot satisfied 
with the decision of the Appeals Committee, then 
you can go to the Chief Jnstice. 

You may have to go before three or fonr peopln 
and  disclose your private business. Do you ~ n e a  I 

T O  say that you will nand-pick four people to wholz 
I must disclose my bnsiness and say that  it is s e c r ~ r ?  

E. D. MOTTLEY: Four  people cannot keep 
a secret.] My colleagae says tha t  four people ?ail- 
not keep a secrct;,howcver, that is by the way. T a111 
: !ways ia agreement n j t h  giving a little more stully 
to Bills; if 1 agree to  this Bill being referred to I 
Select Committee, I am hoping that  a small Commit- 
:v will b e  chosen and let  it meet. The history c,f 
?-'elect Committees will certainly give the Govern- 
mcnt cause of being zfraid of these Committees b : ~ t  

HOUSE - 
the appcintment of a Select Coinii~ittee to cn-=aider 
a i i~at ter  is a inost usaiul course to adopt. 

Iu the old days peoy~le came i n  here wit11 a know- 
1l3lige of what they were discussing ; no~+adays, the  
other people must be kept out, and the politicial 
I J I U S ~  come in here am1 represent people in  every 
phase. I say that a stllall Select Comlnittee should 
be chosen, but  the members of tha t  Committee should 
accommodate the Govzinment by attending the meet,- 
illgs. . .  .. 

There are one or two typographical errors ill 
this Bill for which we must look, because the men,- 
hers of the Other Plaee will say tha t  we are not 
careful enough in  dealing with these Bills. 1 say iil 
conclus1011 tha t  this is a Bill which does not come 
:o the adequate assis~ance of the ones who need it 

most. The principle of going before an  ~ ~ ~ e a l s  
C~lllmittee is a n  excellent one fo r  me, because 1 nlay 
llot be able to go before the Court of Conlmol~ Pleas. 
There are  those who are willing to  support the method 
of going before a n  Appeals Committee and I sincere- 
ly hope that members of the legal profession will ;e 
put on. this cornittee. 

Hon Dr. H. G. F-i. CUMMINS: 1 should like 
t3 answer one or two ouestit,ns. The qnestior? of the 
;?nount of these medi-al expenses to  be allored was 
raised by both hen. members for the City, hilt I do 
116t think that i t  was ever intendpd that ;he ful l  
i redieal expenyes shoa!,l be allov~ed. I t  anc ollly 
'nnded to assist peoplfb with these ~?icdical espensts, 
hut not to give tllern a of the whol,. amount. 
'i.;le hen. junior member for the City hegajl by saF- 
ing that  the wedthy people will benefit f;oln this 
~lmendmnnt  by n a y  of allowances oil n ~ a c l ~ i n e ~ y  a:,3 
so on. As a matter of fact, these nledieal ol!owat~ccs 
aoply to everybody ; both rich and poor gct :he same. 
On the questioll of the.,? allowances, 1 do nor  !rllolv ,f 

111e hon. member has ever read the Hicks' Report, 
171at Rebort was lvrit~el: by Mr and &lrs. Hicks of 
Jamanca, and they say that these allomsnces are  in- 
~ a - i a b l y  nothing m o i ~  than a postponenlent of 
:ixbility. 
e.00 p:m. 

Mr. L E W I S :  I said that eventually you mild 
give it off. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: This is not :is 
grand a thing as you think. They just describe it 3s 
interest from loan. This is no grand col~ces~ion that 
the people think i t  is. The experts who have exaul- 
i3?ed this thing have described this interest frolll 
;oan as a postponement of liability. 

NOW there is a question of referring this Bill io 
a Select Committee. 1 believe from the evpressiolls 
vf opinlon of the two ho11. members that  the 
object of their referrillg this Bill to a Select Colllnlit- 
lee is for the pnrpose of dealing with the allowances. 
No Select Committee call alter allowances, so if thaf 
:S the purpose of sending this Bill to  a Select Con]- 
,littee, nothing call be gained by  its bein.; dealt with 
l,y a Select C ~ m m i t t ~ ? ~  The Executive Committr3e 
has already seen and agreed to  these figures allti 
only the Executive Committee can al ter  them. I 
think i t  is the desire cf the public that  we should 
re t  on with this Bill. 

T h e  qzcestion that the Bill be now read a secontf 
Iinzc was p ~ t  nnid reso7ord in the a-$irnzative wi thorl t  
division. 

Mr. E .  I). MOTTCJEY: Mr. Speaker, I beg t c  
lnove that this Bill be sent to Select Committee. 
Paue aIready given m y  reasolls and I do llot illter,d 
to repeat them. I just   ant to say ill movillg t;le 
illotion that I do not thillk the I-roll. fifinister of so- 
cial Services was serious when, he said that 
:his Bill to Select Conzmittee could serve no useit;] 
purpose. I am prepared to say if I an1 selected to 



serve on that  Coininittee that the Coininittee call ' rueet this meek a n d  Snalise matters. surely  liu: 
Hon. Xinister coulcb iiot be serious when lie said that 
a Select Coninlittee cannot anlend these allo~vances. 
.k Select Committee can do anything. It can sti~rig 
aiid make a report a s  regards the  ceiling price but 
what you would allow would be a question for  tllc 
Executive Committee. 

The position is tkis : the Hon. Minister say, 
that these are  the recommendations of the Execntir,. 
Committee. What  will happen is that  this Bill will 
go to the Other Place. and they will make ameiiJ- 
ments there and  send i', back down here and the salill: 
Ron. Minister will come i n  here and aslr us to ag1.c:: 
with them; yet he callnot agree with its being sent 
to  a Select Committee but the Other Place will say 
"send it to a Select C~mmittee." I am saying that, 
!lot only should we send i t  to Select Committee, br:. 
t l  e Select Committee should meet 011 it this wctbii 
2nd decide on it. The Select Committee call get thp 
Income Tax Commissioner and the Attorney Geu- 
era1 to  help. Of course, the Select Committee cannot 
make amendments, ba t  i t  can make suggestiolis fo- 
amendments in  a Report. The Executive Commit t~e 
can agree o r  disagree with the amendments. Do not 
say that sending it to  Select Comm~ttee can serve rlu 
useful purpose. I do nat agree with you. 

Sir, you have a lay; on the Statute Book wohich 
says that  you must pay inconie tax. I can move .that 
the whole thing be deieted; as a matter of fact, an;. 
member can make that motion. If the Attorney Gen. 
era1 says that  you cannot do that, he is wrong. So 
l ~ n g  as  you have the majority, you can amend ally 
:hing. 
-8.10 p.m. 

I f  I can get the inajority I call amend anythiag. 
Am I not right, Sir? 

I beg to move therefore, that  this Bill be sent to 
a Select Committee. Do that, rather than to have i t  go 
t c  the Other E'lace and h m e  us inade a laughing stocli 

-.A of all the time, and then you will read the prepared 
speech of the learned Chief Secretary and see these 
explanations? Yet today this House must say lt 
agrees. After all, you are  in  Governm'ent, and  you 
represent a point of view. We are  a t  one on the 
principle of the Bill, bu t  there a re  certain amend- 
ments. Will  the Hon. Minister enlighten LIS 011 

Jepreciation? I know of no firm i n  Bridgetown 
which made t rade returns unless i t  lost money. 
They started the business and had machinery i n  the 
extent of $40,000. You had a scale on depreciation 
allowed by the Income Tax Commissioner and one by 
the  Vestry. Let us  accept the one by the Income 
Tax. After a period of three years they decide that 
the machinery is inadequate fo r  the business and  they 
are  going to  scrap tha t  machinery, b u t  they have 
already written down that  machinery a t  $10,000. 
Somebody comes along and  says we will give you 
$12,00 for  it, bu t  they wonld not consider it, because 
it is not going t o  be any  competition. [A VOICE : 
That is where balancing charges come in.] Yes, 
because you are  not going to  have any competition, and 
therefore, I say, Sir, the  matters which m y  colleague 
and  I have raised are  sufficient t o  say, "Let u s  not 
pass things tha t  way, let us  send it to a Select Com- 
mittee." It is not so voluminous, bu t  it is a prin- 
ciple; and these matters which are of great impor- 
tance should be attended to. What  difference does i t  
make?  The Government has the majority, so pu t  the 
majority on the Select Committee. 

I beg to  move that  this Bill be  sent to  a Select 
Committee. 

Mr. L E W I S :  Mr. Speaker, I beg to second that 
l . I motion, i n  recommendation of the Select Committee. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. GUMMIXS: 1 beg to lllove 
that Your Hono~t r  do uow leave tile Chair alld the 
House go into Committee. 

Hon. N. E .  COX:  l beg to secoiid that. 
T h e  qz~estio~z was put and resolved in the affi1.n~- 

cl l lue the Hozcse c l i v ~ d i ~ t y  as follows :- 
Ayes  : Llr. BKYAX, I-Ion. Dr. H. G. H. @ u a r ~ r r ~ ~ ,  

i h u .  A I .  E. Cox, flon. H. G. MAPP, airs.  K O ~ I I ~ E ,  

Mr. ELOLDER, Mr. B'. L. \ . F T ~ ~ c o ~ ~ ;  and Mr. VAUG~IA?;. 
-9. 

lV0es : &h. ALLDER, AIr. LEWIS, Mr .  E. D. 
XOTTLEY-3. 

1 ~ ~ ~ .  SPEAKER le f t  the Chair and the BotlsB 
wefit into Comnlittee on  the Bill, X r .  BRYAN i n  t l t ~  
Chair. 

Clauses 1 to 9 were called. 
Clazcse 110- was callad. 
Mr. LEJYIS: Mr. Chaii-man, this is not the  

clause I intended to conilllent upon, but I a m  wonder- 
iiig whether the  Government has considered the 
granting of a relief by the direct giving of some of 
the tax. Would they take something off a man's tax 
bill? What  I mean is, if you a re  giving a n  allow- 
ance, say, to a married man i n  the $500 bracket, you 
are  giving him $3 out of what he is actually spend- 
ing. It is a dangerous thing for  these allowances to 
be taken off the gross income because it means that, 
you get off a t  the  rate of what the  maximum tax 
would pay. 
8.20 p.m. 

Mr. Acting Chairman, if you have a taxable in- 
coine of $100, and  you are entitled to  this maximum 
of $100, you still pay 3%. A nlan who is paying in 
the 50% bracket, gets $50 off' the sanie $100 that  
he paid for an  operation for  himself o r  his wife. If 
you give him off $1CO of taxable income, i n  any  ease 
the Government is making hiin a present of the tax 
of $100. Therefore if I pay 3% on the first $500, I 
get $3, whereas another man gets $60; have they 
considered giving something off the t a x ?  let 11s con- 
fine this matter to the 20% bracket, and  give $20 off 
$1100, and  make some adjustment i n  the case of per- 
sons i n  the $500 taxable bracket. I a m  sorry that  I 
not feeling so well tonight to  be able to speak on 
this matter. I do not care what anybody says, this 
method is something which will assist r ich people. I 
would even say that  you should have increases where 
illcollie does not go as f a r  as  20%, and  abolish the $20 
which you are going to make a man  pay. Let us  give 
these pople something more. A man who has taken 
$100 out of his p2cket and  paid it i n  medical expen- 
ses, has to pay $120 before he gets $100 and then you 
tell hiill tha t  he will get $3 out of it. Perhaps the 
Income Tax Commissioner might be able to assist 
these people; you want to assist the  poor man, aiid if 
you are taking this deduction off the gross income, 
you cannot assist people proportionately. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I see the hon. 
member's point, but  a t  this stage I can cnlp promise 
him tha t  I will draw the matter to the  attention of 
the  Executive Committee. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I would ask the hon. 
member to read sub-paragraph (c) of Clause 10 
which deals with allowances; it says:-"Anp rela- 
tive in  respect of whom he  may make a deduction 
nnder paragraph (iii) of this subsection for  the pear 
in  which the expense was incurred." I a m  submit- 
t inr that  this is a strona claim for  allowincr this Rill 
t o  be referred to a Select Committee. The parcs- 
graph poes on to  sap this:-"If ~ a y m e n t  of the eu- 
penses is proved to the  satisfaction of the Col-mia- 
sioner: nrovidecl that  the amonnt W illowed -hall not 
exceed the aggregate of-(a) one hundred dollars in 
the case of a married man  who is entitled t o  a dednc- 
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tion of thirteen hundred dollars under paragraph (i) 
of this subsection or fifty dollars in L l l ~  c a e  "L ally 
other individual ; of (b ) twenty-five dollars Tor eacll 
child up to a maximum of two children." 

Will the Hon. l 'lnister in charge of this Bill 
tell me how that $100 applies, whether it is a deduc- 
tion of $100 for the man or for his wife? I n  other 
words, a married man is entitled to a deduction of 
$1,300; that is the allowance before he starts to pay 
Income Tax. I ask again, does this sub-paragraph 
mean that this $l00 is a deduction for the man or for 
his wife? 1 will go a little further ; this paragraph 
states : "Or $50 in case of any other individual :" I can 
quite see that an individual means a single man or a 
a single woman. Then you have "Twenty-five dollars 
for each child up to a maximum of two children." The 
Hon. Minister is a Doctor of 30 years' standing; if a 
man is paying Inconie Tax a t  all, he is allowed $50 
for medical expenses, but if he has children, he is 
allowed $25 for each child up to a maximum of two 
childran. I want to ask the Hon. Minister this; is a 
Doctor going to take less fee3 for attending to a 
child? I want to Pay that legislation must bc so 
worded as not to be in any way ambiguous; i t  must be 
worded not merely for the legal luminaries or 
judges to interpret but also for the ordinary layman 
to understand. 
8.30 p.m. 

Will the Hon. Minister explain that tor mel 
Hon. R. G. W P  : The Hon. Minister of Social 

services can answer the points raised by the honour- 
able senior member for the City. What I rose to 
answer is the point raised by the honourable junior 
member for the City about medical expenses and I 
hope what he said, will not influence unduly this CO=- 
mittee. I take it that his argument is that we are 
wrong because we are taking off for medical expenses 
a sum from the assessable income rather than the tax- 
able income, therefore we are coming down heavily on 
the poor taxpayer rather than on the rich person. Let 
me say that all the Government proposes to do is to 
carry out the practice which is established in  Canada. 
This is a step forward and I am sure the House wel- 
comes it. We can ollly carry i t  out in  this way, that 
is, by treating i t  as an expense just as  you take 
allowances for children and a wife. I maintain that 
this is the only way in  which we can do it. Any other 
way would be a colossal burden which we cannot un- 
dertake. I n  no other country where there is tax con- 
cession for medical expenses do you take it off in taxes ; 
you deduct i t  as an  expense. We will be treating 
everybo* in the %me way. I n  whatever circunl- 
stances a taxpayer may be, he will get up  to $150 if 
he is a married man with two children; if he is single, 
he will get $50; and if he is a married man with no 
children he will get up to $100. I really cannot see 
how we can treat i t  in any other way save as an ex- 
pense taxable from income. 

Mr. ILiEWIS : Mr. Chairman, I hope the honour- 
able m e m k r  is serious about what he said. This idea 
of giving every man off something for a child is alright 
because i t  works itself out in  this way: what I have to 
spend on my children is not what a rich man has to 
spend on keeping his chiIdren. Why should a rich 
man get $5101 off $100 which he pays out and I get OR 
only $3. You are givinq him $50 cash back off what 
he paps and you are giving me back $3. [A VOICE : 
Who says that ?] Anv honourable member who cannot 
follow that should keep his mouth shut. We have 
just settled the rates of Income tax for this year and 
off every complete dollar of taxable income up  to $500 
you pay 3% : off every complete dollar of taxable m- 
come up to $6,000. what do you pay? book i t  ux, and 
see? If you axe going to deduct i t  from taxable in- 

come up to $6,000 you cannot get away from what I 
say at  all. 

1vLr. Chairman, this very Government when i t  first 
K 

informed the House that it was going to give you oif 
your Life Insurance policy a t  75%, 60%, 45Y0, and 
IILI%, varied its decision and said, "No, 1 am going to 
give you 08 a t  24%." How can the Hon. 1Vhister 
say that the Government cannot do this, that and the 
other? I am asking them to strike a n  average wlth 
me. Strike an  averag.e and give me $20 ofi. I f  ~t 
prevents me from paylng income tax I can lose some- 
thing by it. I t  is very regrettable that olle should 
have to argue this way with honourable members o i  
this House. 

Mr. Chairman, as I have said, that should be as 
plain as daylight. Do not let the Government fool 
the public that it is giving anybody back the $100 
which one may pay in medical expenses. To some 
taxpay_ers Government is giving off $3 and to some 
$75. The Government has just taken your insurance 
premium and said they cannot deduct it from your A .  
gross income. They are so English that they stop at  
28% instead of 25% which is something you can 
divide by four SO as  to make it easy. They are saying 
that a poor person as well as a rich one must pay $20 
in expenws before he can start to  count, so he has to 
pay $120 in expenses before he can get off the $100. 
So far  as the argument of my colleague is concerned, 
the point he made about children should be worded 
d/ifferently. 
8.40 p.111. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there is no point about the 
children. This clause should be so worded that i t  
should not be $25 to a maximum of two children; it 
should be $50 in respect of children. You see a man 
that has two children is going to get $270. If a man 
with one child has had $50 in expenses for that child, 
he should be allowed $510 off for it, because if you have 
three children that might prevent you from getting 
into thre income tax bracket, but  if you have one and 
you have expenses for one you can only deduct $270. 
Give $50 off for one child or children. You are allow- 
ing $50 off for a man, for his wife and for his childrell. 
Make it for one child or children. Not only that, S i r ;  
lt must be remembered that while you have to wait 
until you actually pay this money-after the payment 
of the expenses is proved to be satisfactory to the In- 
come Tax Commissioner. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I n  answer to the 
noiionrable junior member for the City as regards the 
450, the point is that the $100 applies to the husband, 
plns 81tl0 for the wife. From what I read here : 

"Provided that the amount so allowed shall not 
ctxceed the aggregate of $100." 

So I take it that the $1cOIO applies to his gross in- 
come. from that he gets $100 whether i t  be for hiin- 
self or his wife, but he cannot ask for more than $100, 
and if he has a child or two children $150. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: On a point of explana- 7 .  
tion, does that $100 apply to a married man who is 
entitled to a deduction of thirteen hundred dollars? 
Does that apply to him? h p p w  that man alone is 
sick during that year, is he entitled to the $100 as a 
married man? 

Hon. M. E. COX: The answer is yes, because it 
1s known that with a married man's income his wiLCel 
has to be included. 

Mr. E.  D. MOTTLiEY: The Hon. Minister of 
Jommunications has really thrown himself in deep 
water; you cannot swim in  this. His answer is yes. 
i say he cannot swim in thL. Listen to what I asked. 
1s the $1001 allowed in the case of a married man who 
is yettina $1,3001 This is a simple question. A mar- 
ried man lives in a house with his wife; I am asking 

$- 



---- ----P-.- 
MARCH 13, 1956 

-- 
2259 

~f the man alone is sick during the gear if he recelveb 
Lue allowance. As a luatter 01 Iact, you cannot mere- 
ly my  hat; xon have LU prove i ~ ,  accuraiug ~111s. ~s 
a married man he is not entitled to anything unless he 
1s sick. What l am asking is this: a single man is 
entitled to $50 but suppose during the year a! marrlec; 
man alone is sick, is he entitled to $100 ? 

H o d  Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Yes. 
Mr. E. D. MOT'I'LEY A married man and his 

wife are living together. He pays in the $1,309 
[bracket. l his d i l l  says 111 t ~ l e  case or a lnarrlcd mall 
who is entitled to a deduction of $1,300; what 1 an* 
asking is this : if a married man is living with his wire 
and he alone is sick and presents a bill ror $1100, is i,e 
entitled to the deduction? 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : Yes. 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: That is one of the reasons 

why i t  should have been given more explanation. 1 
am prepared to take on every member of the Govern- 
ment ten to one, that the Attorney General will tell 
them that the answer is wrong, that that $100 can only 
apply to that married man if he and his wife were sick. 
What you have got here is $50 for a married man, $50 
for his wife, $50 to another man and $25 each to 
children, but the Minister means to say that if that 
man aloai is sick during the year that he can go to 
the Income Tax Comnlissioner and say: "I spent 
$100," and get it off. It is ambiguously stated. Let 
any legal member of the House tell you. The reason 
why I asked that is because i t  can be intarpreted the 
way the Minister answered; that is why I say i t  wants 
amending. 

"Provided the amount so allowed shall not exceed 
the aggregate of (a )  one hundred dollars in the case 
of a married man who is entitled to a deduction of 
thirteen hundred dollars under paragraph ( l )  . . . 

This is for a married man provided he is living 
with his wife. What this means is, that $50 is allow- 
ed to a person, that is, $50 a man $50 to his wife and 
$25 for each child. I raise that question, because I 
fully realise that a t  a glance i t  is bound to be inter- 
preted the way the Minister answered it. 

I say that that point needs clarification. I see 
that the Ministers are laughing. I t  is amazing; I do 
not mind the other two Ministers, but the Hon. Min- 
ister of Health will discuss this matter with tile 
Income Tax Commissio~ier, and we will be told that 
r o  individual can get more than $50. Jf their in- 
terpretation of this Clause is correct, then all yoa 
I ave to do is to get married, get sick and get this 
fillowance of $50. [Hon. M. E. COX: A man's :n- 
come is included.] A man's income is included in 
what? If you get $100 as a deduction, what does 
your wife get? [Hon. 1)r. R. G. H.  CIJMMINS: D.3 
ilot let her get sick in the same year!] [Laughter j .  
Oh! you must controi the siclrness during the year; 
that is a gocd one. 

Mr. LEIYTS: Suppose a man is so unfortunats 
!hat in the very year that he is sick his wife has a 
child; what will happen then? This section of this 
Bill compels a man to pay his expenses in the par- 
t h l a r  gear; that again is penalising a man wlla 
has to defer payment. He may not have a taxallle 
.ncome in the year in 7s-hich he paid his expenses. 

The  q~cestion that Clause 10 stand part of fit(, 
Bill was p i t  ancl resolz~ed in1 the affirnmtive o n  thq 
~o l lowing  divisionr-- 

A y e s :  Hon. Dr. H G. H. CUWMINS, Hon. 31. X. 
.Cox, Hon. R. G. MAP:', Mrs. M. E. BOURNE, Mr 

'.SMITH, Mr. HOLDER an6 Mr. LEWIS-7. 
Noes: Mr. E.  D. ~V~OTTLEY.-~. 
Cluuses 11 a,nd 12 were called and passed. 
Clanwe 13 was caiied. 
Hon. Dr  H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move 

'that Clause 13 stand part of the Bill. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: I think that in speaking on the 

second reading of thi.; Bill, I gave hon. members uf 
trie Government su f i c l~~n t  time to give consideration 
CO this suggestion of mme. I know i t  is a suggestis11 
which will be accepted ; this amendment says : 

"May appeal against the assessment to the 
Appeals Committee and the Commissioner or  any 
such person if aggrieved by the decision of that Com- 
mittee may appeal to the Court of Common Pleas." 

If I can produce an  amendment to allow people 
to go straight to the Court of Common Pleas, wiil 
the hon. member accept that amendpent? 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: That is why you 
!me to set up this Appcals Committee; an  appeal to 
this Committee will cost you nothing. There is no 
expense involved in this Appeals Committee, but 
!here is an expense inpolved in going to the Court 
of Common Pleas. You have to pass from the Conrt 
of Appeal to go to the Court of Error  and then to 
the West Indian C'our~ of Appeal. You cannot by- 
pass the one in order to go to the other; the poil?t 
IS. that this Appeals Committee will be a free Court, 
2nd if you have to go further, you can do so. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: Does the hon. member 
suffer under the impression that the lodging of a 
case in the Court of Common Pleas mill cost you 
$loo(? 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H.  CUMMINS: The Appeals 
Committee will cost you nothing. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: You can go before the 
Chlef dustice in Chau~bers. What my colleague is 
saying is that you should be entitled to elect eithiar 
course; a man should he entitled to  say that rather 
than go to the Appeals Committee, he will go to the 
Court of Common Pleas. You have not got to go 
from one Court to the other. What my colleague is 
saying is that you should be able to appeal eithe-. 
to the Appeals Committee or to the Court of Common 
Pleas. I quite agree 3vith the hon. member, 

Mr. LEWS: The hon. member in cha,rge of this 
Bill might be reluctant to accept an amendment, 
and if I were in his position, I would be relucta.~>t, 
to accept i t  too. However, I would not like the 
members of the Other Place to introduce any sush 
amendment; my object is to have an easy means of 
appeal, but I do not think you should compel people 
to accept your cheapness. We want to preserve &e 
secrecy which is attached to the Office; let us  $ive a 
man the opportunity of going before the Court. One 
man can employ Counsel to go before this Appeals 
Committee, and many people may prefer to go before 
the Court c?f Common Plea.;. 
8.50 p.m. 

I agree. Do not compel anybody to accept your 
cheapness. I mill say that this is "may appeal against 
the assessment" which can be made either to the 
C'ourt of Common Pleas or the Appeals Committee.'. 
Then there is the proviso: "Provided that if the 
Commissioner or any such person is aggrieved 1;: 
the decision of the Appeals Committee, then the 
Commissioner or any such person may appeal to 
the Court of Common Pleas. 

If the Hon. Miaister of Social Services intend, 
t o  meet on Tuesday next week, we can leave for 
further consideration this Clause about Appeals i ? ~  
Committee. Let us report progress and ask for leave 
to sit again. I really mould not like to leave thz 
nouse without a quorum but I feel strongly on this 
rmtter. Probably, the Acting Attorney General call 
help you on it. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: If you feel F 
strongly on this Clause, wha#t we can do is to pa 
the other clauses and postpone this one. I will repr 
it to the Executive Cqmmittee a t  the meeting 



Thursday and come back with somethiilg 011 it next 
Tuesday. 

Mr. LEIVIS: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that 
further consideration of this Clause be now PO.,:- 
ponecl. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTJ,EP: I beg to second that. I Hoil Dr. H. G. I[. CUMMINS : I accept that , 
.~~ot,ion. 

Clauses 14 to 22 were callecl separately arid 
passed. 

The Sal~,e,dule was called. 
Hon. Dr. H. G. F. CUNMINS: I beg to move 

.;hat the Schedule stand part of the Bill. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: What is the number of this 

Schedule ? I have an  idea that this is to be the Second 
Schedule. 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS : It is the Second Schedule ; 
the first is in the o r i~ ina l  Act. 

The  question. that the Scl~edule stand part of 
the Bill wlas put a,nd agreed to. S 

On nzotion of Hon. Dr. CUM171INS, secmzu'ed b y  
Hon. M .  E. C O X ,  M t .  ACTIATG CRAIRMAAT r .  - 
ported progress asd  nskecl for leave for the Cont- 
nzittee to sit n g a i ? ~ ~  

Mr. Speaker r e s w : t ~ d  the Cllair and reportzd 
clcc~rd~ingly. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. H. G. II. CUISflVlINS: I beg to Inore 
that the House do now adjourn until this day weeli, 
Tuesday, 20th March, 1956, at  3 o'clock p.m. 

Hon. M. E. COS:  1 beg to second that. 
Tlze question wtrs put a ~ d  resolved in t / l ~  

offirnzative without d i m i o n ,  and Mr. S P E A K E l ?  
a d j o l ~ r n ~ d  the Hoztse ac cordingly. 
9.05 p.m. 
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Tuesday, 20th March, 1956. 
Pursuant to the  amljourilment, r,!le House of As- 

sembly met at 3 o'clock p.m. today. 
His  Honour Mr. X. N. R. HUSBAXDS (Speaker), 

on. Dr. H. G. H.  CUMMINS, C.B.E., JI.I>., C.M, 
(Minister of Social Services), His Honour Mr. A. 
E. S. LEWIS, (Deputy Speaker), Hon. N. E. Cox, 
; fllinister of Communications, Works aind liozcsing ) ; 
Mr. L. E. SMITH, #&.P. (Chairman of Co)~znzitteesj ; 
Hon. R. G. MAPP, (Jfiqzister of Tracle, Industry  a~ztl 
Laboair) ; Mr. F. C. GODDARD; (Leader of 11zc Oppo- 
sition) ; Mr. F. E .  MILLER, Mr. J. A. HAYNB, B.A., 

-%4 Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY, Mr. E .  ST.A. HOLDER, Mr. V. 6. ' VAUGHAN ; Hon. C. E .  TALMA, (iMiniste*. of Ayricul. 
tare, Lam& a n d  Fisheries), and Mrs. E E. BOURN::. 

Prayers  were read. 

MINUTES 
Mr. S P E A K E R :  I have the honoi:r to i1iforr.l 

the  House that  the Miilutes of the last meeting are 
not yet ready for  ciy,i;lation. 

DOCUMENTS 

Mr. S P E A K E R :  I have the honour to inforr!l 
the House that  I have received the followiilg :- 

Plantations' Building, 
Bridgetown, 

Barbados, B.JV.1. 
-, 16th March, 1956. 

a 

His Honour, K. N. R. Husbands, 
Speaker, 

'. 4 The House o Assembly, 
The Member[ 

* The House of Assembly. 
Gentlemen, 

I &sh to  advise you that  I am leaving fc;. 
England shortly and  tha t  Mr. .Tames Franci:. 
Gormly will be taking over the management of thi; 
Office. 

I should be glad if you -rvould acccpt my 
resignation as Auditor of the Sugsr  ?odustry 
Agricultural Bank, and I suggest that  Mr. Gormly 
.should be appointed i n  m y  place. 

I have tha honour to be, 
Yours faithfully, 

b P. D. MC. DERMOTT, 
Auditor. 

NOTICES 

Hon. M. E .  COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to giv3 
notice of the following: 

Resolution to place the  suiii of $1 a t  the disposal 
of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to  suppl8:- 
ment the Estimates 1955-56, P a r t  T I ,  Capital, as 
showv i n  the Supplerneiitary Estimate 1955-56, No. 
76, which forms the Schedule to the  Eesolution. 

Resolution t o  place the sum of $127,554 a t  the 
disposal of the  Gove~ilor-in-Executive Coinmittee 
to supplement the Estimates 1955-56, P a r t  11, 
Capital, a s  show11 i n  the Supplementary F t' JS imat,: 
1955-56, No. 77, which forms the SchedrJe to t111: 
lic so l~~t ion .  

Mr. Speaker, the Won. Leader of this House is 
asliing that  these two Resolutions be c .nsiclered 
to-day inasmuch a they a re  very urgent. Copies 
have been printed and  dep0sit.d mit,!l the Clerk :'m 
ciircnlation amongst hon. members. I am appealing 
to the Houw that  they are very urgf>ilt. 

One of them, Sir, i s  a token T . ~ ~ C I  f the 
approval of ordering electrical part.; for ill'? Belle 
Pumping Station alld the  other is  in c:onnection 
with the b~~sses which were taken over by the Gov- 
ernment. 

Hon. Dr. H .  G. H.  CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
beg to  give notice of the following Resolutiou :-- 

Resolution to  place the sum of $526 a t  th?  
disposal of the  Governor-in-Executive Committee to  
supplement the Estimztes 1955-56, P a r t  I, Current, 
as shown i n  the  Supplementary Estimate 1955-56, 
No. 78, which forms the Schedule to  the Resolution. 

Sir, it is  also proposed to aslr leavc. til proceed 
with thi. Resolution to-lay. It is in conncctic~i~ with 
Items which a re  needed for  the LeqisI;~t~~ro. 

I therefore beg to  give notice of my intention 
to  ask leave fo r  the postpomement of Rules Q3 % 83 
i11 order to proceed with these R ( ~ s ? i n t i ~ , ~ ~ r  tod:ly. 

SUSPENSION OF RULES 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMnlINS: 3Tr Spc..alccr, I 
beg to move that  Rules 88 & 89 be now suspeuded 
i11 order to proceed with these three Moncp Resolu- 
tions of which notice was just given. 

Hon. M. E .  COX: I beg to  secoqd that. 
P.25 p.m. 

Mr. L E W I S :  Mr. Speaker, this is reallv no t  
the  time tha t  urgency of a Resolution should '..? 

pressed. SO far I have only just heard that  sanethi;i<r 
1s wanted fo r  the Legislature. I think me should 



2262 
I- 

-- 
----W- - 

have heard something about them during the Esci 
mates; it must incan soniethiiig to the House oi' 
Assen~bly ancl l nuultl like to hear s o ~ ~ l e t h ~ i i g  nlore 
par t~cuiar ly  per ta~nlng  to  the R~esolution The Beso- 
latioil about the LYaterwoib we heard about la-t 
Tuesday, b~xt this is a, Hesolutiou for  $127,554, aiid I 
do not knon if ally honourab'le member has heard 
x~i la t  i t  is about. Olle member said he flas heard it 
is in  connection with the bus service. 

Well, Sir, 1 really feel that  we should have 
had the opportunity of having these tniiigs circu- 
lated before the actaal mo\iiig of them. 'l'hey arc 
of very urgelit ~iecessity, I do not B n o ~  n h y ;  but 
certainly it is great slackness on the par t  o i  some-, 
bociy that we should have the Estimates alld the11 have 
private members draw attention to the Yiaterwork~ 
alld then a t  the next meeting it is regardecl d.; 
urgent. Members have beell aslring for informatiol~ 
about the bus yuestioli for  some time and i t  i s  113t 

fa i r  to them. The first Itern of the Day is 
Committee of Supply and the Order Paper circd- 
lated has given iileiiibers the iiilpression th3.t $$5d 
would be voted. A t  least these should have been 
&culated over the week-end so that illembers of 
:he House could come today kliowiiig that ~011lethi'l& 
ailre this xvonld be dcne. This molley illvolves 8 
serious principle; so does the ~ e s o l u t i o n  re  Water- 
works. This is not the may to deal with principlr:; 
of nationalisation and  a serious thing like a break- 
doxvii of the Water~vorks a t  a moment's llotice whell 
members make a n  effort to get here early. I 
Goverilrnent will see to it tha t  these urgellt matterc 
-I know that  printing is  difficult-get some atten 
tion. These urgent matters have never Leen printed. 
They could have been circulated. \Ire have heard 
about one of then1 since last Tuesday. Hon. 11lember.s 
know this is not the private business of the fiw 
~ i i i i s t e r s  or anybody else; it is the  most serious 
public business tha t  we can come here to di~cusa. 
How can me collie here and ask intelligelit cluestiolks 
or assist Goveriimeilt i ~ t  any  wsay if this is the way 
it is going to be done ? I t  leaves too much to h:: 
desired. 

Mr. F. I;. ITTALCOTT : Mr. Speaker, I xVoul3 
like to say that I am r ~ o t  a par ty  to allythi~lg tha t  
i q  not fa i r  'and just. So f a r  a s  taking over the 
hnses is concerned, I agree. 1 do not lio\vever agreo 
with the inethod the 32inister wants to adopt toda:;. 
They are 110t frank encugh. When I Tvas coming 111 

here 1 heard abont prorognillg the House - thxi 
6,olnebod~ wants to pl.orogLle the Holise, so Yell 
collie here with a Resolution fo r  $127,544. Can yotl 
really seriously aslr the Legislature to colisider 3 1  

this stage $127,541 for  taking over the bnses, nn: 
having giveii members nbho want to k1101~ soniethii~g 
 tout it an  opportunity to be here, but to spring 
a thing lilre this on people a,nd tell them SOLI art? 
dealing with i t  today? Government w0~1ld not espee: 
private members to collie here with an>- importalit 
n-irxacnrc a11ti to aslr them to do the same thing. I gave 
llotit c of a Rill, but t h q  are  not p r in t i l~g  i t  a s  
yon l ino~v;  it is as nrgt lit as this, and I collld l i a v ~ ~  
had i t  crclo-styled since this was done; aiicl if i t  i.; 
p a ~ s e d  1 am givinq notice tha t  I will circ~ilate mv 
Bill alld have i t  debated today, aiid the secot3.l 
reading pbaqsed becansc it is as  nrgent as the 1C.11~63 

ancl the FUSPS  re onmed by the Government alreacl:~-. 
Rnt  T do not like the idea, of passing $197.544 t.1 
deal neith this. So f a r  as T am concerned I ,agrei. 
to  thc talrii~g over of the bnses, b u t  I dr: nct agrw 
that otl~ci- ~ n c i n h e ~ ~  should not have the opportunity 
of kno~viug that i t  is going to be discnssed today, 
and  T do not like the  idea of puttiny fn:.~:r-.rd thi., 
todnv and askiilg that  the vote be done on the spot. 
it i.: not fair  to the  public, aiid those members TYCO 
r e p r e c ~ ~ l t  the public s h o ~ ~ l d  be given the opportunltv 
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of knowing that you, are going to discuss this i m p ~ ~ -  
t au t  Kesolution. It is not la i r  to a n  hon. membe?who 
is not here 

Hon. Dr. H. G. h. CUMMINS: Air. Spealier, 
a11 that the hoii. riieiiibers on the Other Side have said 
is true, as fa r  as  earlier circulation of these Resu- 
lutions a re  concernec, b u t  we will 2,sk hon. 
1,lenlbers to real~se first of all  tha t  there is  the dlffi- 
culty of printing, and secondly, the  Government 
blfices have been reni~vecl from where they were 
clown here ancl all  this has upset the  schedule. I t  is 
only this morning they were done. F i r s t  of all there 
is no printing and secondly the whole schedule has 
r.een upset aiid it is only a t  a late hour these were 
printed. You said, I did not asli leave to move the 
,uspensioii of Rules 88 & 89. 1 do now forinally\ 
~vi thdra~\r  the  motion I made. 

I am asking leave to move the suspensioi~ of 
~~l~~ 88 & 89. 

There  beilzg no object ion leave WG'AS granted t k e  
~ 0 % .  il/l;ini.yter. 

Mr. GODDAED: Do I understand that  he IS 
going to proceed xTith this today? 

Hon. Dr.  H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to mov? 
;hat Rules 88 & 89 be suspended. It has been sai?? 
sir, that no reasons were given why these Resoiu- 
$ions should be proceeded with today. One is th; 
quevtion of the Water~~ork : ;  and  the pmnps mhici: 
noere dlseussed a t  great length a t  t h e  last meeting 
ancl the general public and the House were a,.- 
quainted with the  posltion of the  p u m p  It is  neu- 
essary to place the order, I und,:rstand, as sooll 
a s  possible because it takes about eighrean months  
to get the pulnps, a n d  the earher y.11 place your 
order natnrally the sooner you get them. 11s f a .  a s  
Lhe second Resolution is concerned, the hon. rrlnmber 
it, charge of that  cowiders i t  urqer?; because of the  
voting of that money; I thin]: the ho!a. meilibcr will 
lte best ablc to handle that. 

As f a r  as the third Resolution is concerned, 
this is for  uioney owed b ~ r  t i - 1 1 ~  1la:a:;e to s~.rc~r;iL 
rersons and  firins and we would Like to pay it before 
the end of the  financial year which ends i n  a few 
days time. 
3.35 p.n. 

Hon. BT. E. COX: I n  seconding that  motion, L 
wollld like to refer to a few remarks which were 
made by the holl. jull'or member for 81, Peter. I 
do not kllow to whom he Tvas referring when kla 
said that  Tve were trying to deal Tvith tltis Resolu- 
tion in  the absence of other hon. mchmbers: bu t  whell 
this Ho~lse  is sunlmolled for a meeting, all ho,,. 
members sho~l ld  be here. There is  no attempt whai.- 
soever being made to do behind anybody'!: 
1 a&. As a  watte er of fact, I take it that \qpe 
be discussing other items, dur ing which time t l i ~  
absent ~ilenibers to whom the hon. junior member 
for St.  Peter was referring, might arrive. The hen. 
member shonld lrnoM- that it is llot the  Government'? 
: telltioll to t r p  to  force allythillg dowll the th ro l t  
of an;-body; i t  is because of our knowledge of t h ~  
 itn nation as i t  stand., today, that  we are asking thc 
Ilonsc to agree to  allow theze things to  be passed. 1 
am sure that  when we get into Committee and hop. 
meiiibers receive information, they will he justified 
as to the actiorl which we a re  taking i n  the matter. 

Mr. GODDARD: 1 am pointing out to the 
Governmelit the danger of giving us  informatioz 
and asking us to deal with the matter a t  the same 
time. They call give 11s whatever information the7 
like and ~ ~ i t h h o l d  whatever information they like-. 
We are therefore a t  3 disadvantage. W e  re-present 
the  public; and a lot of this information will 
gathered if and when this Resolution becomes 
public property. Notice has been g-ixJen of this  

. Resolution today, and when it is printed and cir- 
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culated we will know what questions to ask. As the 
position is now; we do not know where we are goiizg 
and after we have passed the Resolution then W.: 

might find that a lot of iiiformatioil cGld  have been 
given, but the Resolution or Bill ~vould have been 
passed. 

1 am saying that we are always ~villing i3 
accommodate the Government but this state of 
affairs is becoming much too frequent. I do not 
accept the excuse s ~ o u t  the Mii~inisterial Offices having 
been removed to Bay Street; this Resolutioii should 
have been got to us a t  least yesterday afteriioon. I 
do not think i t  is asklng too much of the Qoverii- 
ment to have given us this information before today; 
we could have come here in  a better position to dib- 
cuss this m a t t e ~  today. For the reasons which 1 have 
given, 1 arD opposed to this matter being dealt with 
today. 

Mr. &SILLIER : I n  connectioii with this R<esolu- 
tjcn for $90,000 in  connection with the Waterworks, 
there is some measure of urgency. I would like to 
know if this is something to do with augmenting the 
existing supply by two million gallons as seems to be 
indicated by these pumps, or if it is a question of dedl- 
ing with the existing machinery, and the urgency is 
to put back this equipment. I would like to have the 
matter settled as to whether there is some regard being 
paid to the B o ~ e  Hole Pumps. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is not 
speaking on the motion which is before the House; 
the honourable member cannot speak on any motion 
other than that one. The honourable inember will 
have to speak on whether the matter should be dis- 
cussed to-day; he has waited just too long. 

Mr. MILLER: My unswerving respect to the 
dictates of the Chair is as i t  always has been. 

The question, that Rules 88 a d  89 be now sus- 
pendqd was pzbt and resolved i n  the affirazative. 

A division was taken as follows :- 
A y e s :  Hon. Dr. H.  G. H. CUMMINS, Hon. M. E. 

Cox, Hon. C. E. TALMA, Hon. R. G. MAPP, Mrs. 
BOURNE, Messrs. HOLDER, SMITH, BRYAN, Mrmm, J. C. 
MOTWLT and VAUGHAN-11. 

Noes: Messrs. F. L. WALCOTT, BRANCKEE, HAYNES, 
LEWIS and GODDARD-5. 

Mr. WEAKER: The question has been resolved 
in  the affirmative, eleven honourable members voting 
"Aye ", and five honourable members voting "No ;" 
but in accordance with Rule 93, twelve hoiiourablr~ 
members not having consented to the suspensioll of 
these Rules, I cannot allow the suspellsion of thp 
Rules. 

Mr. LEWIS : On a point of Order. I am seeking 
your assistance, Mr. Speaker, as to whether this Reso- 
lutiori for $127,0'00 can be introduced into this IIouse 
a t  all. So far  as  I know, the buses are now being run 
by a Transport Board, which has been established by 
law as a Corporation. If this were money being ask- 
ed for as a loan to the Transport Board, it might be 
competent that such a Resolution could be introduced 
here; but having set up an Authority for the purpose 
of running the Transport in this Island, and without 
being in possession of these buses, I question whether 
i t  is competent for us to give the Governor-in-Execu- 
tive Committee money to buy these buses. The proper 
thing for the Governmelit to  do is to give a loan to the 
Transport Board for the purpose of acquiring thew 
buses. I am not saying that i t  is so, but 1 put forward 
this auestion for Your Honour's consideration; I ain 
nuestioning whether a Transport Board, by law estab- 
lished as a Corporation and empowered to borrow 
monev, to buy buses, Day salaries, and buy gasolene 
for the purpose of the Transport services of this 
Tsland-I am questionin? whether i t  is competent for 
this House to  give the Governor-in-Executive Coin- 
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mittee iiloney to buy these buses. I do not know what 
the legal positioil IS, but I am asking Your Honour 
to take solile advice and, give sonle coiisideratioii to 
.this matter as to whether i t  is competent for us now 
to entertain such a K,esolution. 

3Ir. SPEAIZER: There is no necessity for me to 
nle!<e any ruling in this niatter to-clay, because the 
lllatter is not now being dealt with. I ~vould give my 
rulillg the Resolution comes up for consideration. 
3.45 p.m. 

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES REAPPOINTED 

Hoa. 1)r. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 
1 rise to appoint a Chairman of Conimittees. 1 beg 
to  that the hen. junior menlber for St. Joseph 
!., appointed Chairmsll of Committees for thz 
remainder of this Sessiov. 

3lr. MILLER: I beg to secoiid that. 
Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, before you put the 

cluestiol~, I wish to say that I quite clearjy sec- that if 
i9 the wish of the House that I should go back into 
the Chair; and I would not like the public as well 
as hen. members \ ~ h o  iL1.e in favour of mv resuming 
the Office to feel that I want to shirk the duties. i 
vvS1l go back ir to the Chair but a t  the same time 
I will appeal to those hon. members who feel that 
because they are men and that the C ~ a i r m a n  o l  
Cominittees cannot lash them with a \-vhip or t ~ y  
,o stop their meals by way of punishinel~t, when 
they disobey the Chair, to view the matter in a 
broader light by way of helping the Chair and to 
11.aintaiiz the dignity of the House by obeying the 
rulings of the Chair. 

The  qziestioxl that the hon. junior ~ ? t e ~ ~ ~ O e r  f o 
S t .  Josepqc be appointed Clzai~rn~an, o f  Co)~t??tittecs 
for the remainder of this Session, was put and r r -  
solved i n  the affirmative without d~vzsioiz. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

On, motion, of Hon. Dr. II. G. H. CUJIillIN8, 
seconded by H o n  11. E. COX, Mr. SPEAliiER left  
the Chair and the House went  into Contwittee o i  
rsupply, Mr. 8iClITH being in the Ch%r. 

Supplementary Estimate 1955-56, No. 75 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairma*~, 
I am asking leave to take charge of this Resolutiol~ 
in the absence of the Hon. Premier. 

There Being gzo oojcction, leave was gmwtecl the 
lzo~z. mender.  

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : Mr Chairniau, 
this Resolution is for the sum of $540 to pay f o r  
Vicars under Head X I X  Ecclesiastical. I t  is well 
known that after a vacancy occurring under Section 
15 of the Anglican Chrrch Act, 1911 remains unfilled 
for six months, the salary lapses in the Treasury 
lmtil a permanent appointment is made There was 
an amendment to this Act during last 3-ear nhich 
made provision for temporary appointmeilts as no 
new Permanellt appointments may Fe made. T h s  
temporary appointment has now been fill( ri and this 
I'loneY is required to Pay the salary of the Vicar of 
St. Patrick (a)  in respect of a loC?~Wt tenens .dS fro?tz 
1st Jaliuary to 6th February, 1956; (b) the 
"kry of a temporary incumbent as from 7th 
J'7eFruaryy 31st Ma:-ch7 1956. 

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pas?. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Chairman. I will like to get 

"d little more information. Is  this one of those Cures 
which have been vacant for six months, or has i t  
been partiaaly filled by a temporary appointment? 
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'CT%at 1 am getting a t  i s  this. We passed a n  Act 
~omet ime  last year which terminated thy making .)I 
permanent appoilltmellto to these Cures. If t h s  
Cure were vacant for  bix months and  you made a 
teizlporary appointmeri, last month, n n + r r  will the 
salary coine froill? Do you have to wait for six 
~ ~ 0 1 1 t h ~  to get the money ? If a Vicar was filling this 
post all that time, has he drawn any money froill thz 
Treasury? Has any money been voted for him? 01, 
4s he drawing a salary as  p temporary man whereas 
ne is a permanent man without pension rights? It 
appears to me as if this is something ~ ~ h l c l i  Ooverli- 
inent has done without proper study a u J  i t  has 
caught n p  with them. The business with the fillillg 
of the Cure a t  Boscobelle was an  entirely dift'erent 
thing. I understand that. You must tell me how. 
if a Cure is vacant ill January  and you fill i t  i n  
LTebruary, somebody can go into the Treasury anti 
draw money. 

This is a nen situation. You passer1 an  A r t  
clliiei~ding the Anglicaa Church Act saying that y o ~ :  
cannot make a perinantnt appointment. This is not 
s case of a n  appointment which is the subject .)f 
~ ~ o t l l e r  appointment. 1 do not understand this case 
a t  all. I am wondering if this has caught u p  ~virll 
+he Government. 1 would like to know exactly what 
s the position. I t  seenis to me a s  if it would br: 
better to  pu t  a sum of money i n  the 1:stiniates i o  
cover this contingency. 

Hon. Dr.  H. G. H. CUMMINS: As a result o i  
ibe passing of a n  amendment last year to tile 
Anglican Church Act, a s  soon as  a Care beconl(s 
racant the appointmelit of a n  incumbei~t is a neli4 
transaction; that is  to say, the new il7cumbent is 
llot eligible for  pension. I n  the case of this Cure it 

vacant from the 1st $July 1955, until  the 61:~ 
Pebruary, this year, when this reverevd gentlemail 
appeared on the scene and was appointecl. This $540 
is required to pay- hirr- a s  from the 7th  F e b r u a r -  
until 31st March, this year, which is the end of t h , ~  
financial year. I am not quite clear, but it dots 
appear to me that  he was o ~ l y  appointed as  from 
:he 7th February, this year. As a result of that, 
I think we -ill have to come back to the I i e g i s l a t u ~ ~  
for  monev to Dav him. 

L d 

3.55 p.m. 
?'he question wus put  and resolved in, the affirma- 

t ive without division. 
0% the nzotion of Hon.  Dr. H. G. H. CUMlll1ATS, 

seconded b y  Hon. M.  E. C O X ,  Mr!. C H A I R M A N  
reportecl the passifig of a Resolution i?z Conznzittee, 
and JIr. R P E A K E R  resunzed the  Chair awl  reportecl 
$ccordi~tgly.  

On nzotion of Hon.  Dr. H .  G. H.  CUI1Z'I1IIA7S, 
seconclecl b y  Hon.  ,$I. E. C O X ,  the  l?esol?ction was 
read a first and second t ime and agreed to. 

INCOLME TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1956 

AIr. Sl'EAICER : The next Order of the DaS, is 
to resuiiie debate in  Collimittee on the Bill to amend 
the law relatinpr to Income Tax. 

JIr. S P E A K E R  lef t  the  Chair and tlte Hozcse 
r.es~~??ldcl Cbi7trt71iltce 012 the Bill,  X r .  SJ I I l7H being in 

the Chuir. 
11011. Dr. H .  G. 11. CUXfMINS : AIr .  Chairman. 

this i.: to resume Conimittee on this Inconie Tax 
(Amel~dmcnt ) Bill, which was deferred from last 
Tlicsda~- for one or two reasons. 

O'llc reason was that i t  was passed n i t h  the ex- 
,ception of Seation 13. That section was postponed 
a n d  1 asked the Cleric to  circulate copies of these 
Amendments. I will proceed with Section 13 and a t  
the sanie time ask leave to recomniit one or two sec- 
tions already passed as  ~ve l l  as to introduce new 
-4rnend~ielitq. I m7ill ask to recommit Section 4, for  
which tlit. same amendment is required. The honour- 

able junior member for the City drew the attention 
of the Committee to the introduction of this new 
Glaust: whereby the Committee might be referred to  
in some cases arid by which the Court of Common 
Pleas could be further appealed to  in  caqes of no  set- 
tlement with the Appeals Committea and  it was post- 
poned. His  point was that a member of the public 
h o u l d  be aqble to by-pass the  Appeals Committee and 
go straight to the Court of Common Pleas and that 
has been upheld. It will be seen on page 2 what this 
Anlendmelit suggests. 

I n  other words, Sir, this amended clause under 
the provision hereby seeks to carry out what the hon- 
ourable member had i n  mind. 

I beg to  move that Clause 1 3  as  amended stand - 
part. 

Hon  &l. E. COX:  I beg to second that. 
T h e  questiolz was p ~ t  and resoh~fcl  i i !  the affirltl 

otive wztholrt division 
Hon. Dr.  H. G. H.  CUMMINS: I am going to as& 

leave for  the same purpose to recommit Clause 4, 
because as I said, Sir, the same provision that 1 have 
just referred to  i n  Section 1 3  is set out i n  Section 4 
with regard to the  Police Department and  the amend- 
ment therefore applies to Section 4. 

I beg to move that Clause 4, as  amended, stand 
part. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to  second that. 
T h e  qqcesfion was put  and resolved i l k  the a f f i r m -  

ative witlzozit division. 
Hon. Dr. H .  G. H. CUMMINS : I am asking leave 

t o  recommit Clause 8. 
There  being no objection leave was granted the  

honiourable member. 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H.  CUMMINS: As f a r  as Clause 

8 is concerned on the question of repairs, you will 
remember the Clause before provides fo r  a three- 
year average i n  connection with the  repairs of a n  
owner-occupier of a house. What  was proposed was 
this: i n  a three-year average a n  owner of a house may 
occupy his honse for a year, he could probably rent  
i t  out the next year and probably at the end of tha t  
year go back into it himself; a n d  as f a r  a s  repairs 
were concerned. the three-year average of the owner- 
occupier might'be broken b y  his reniing i t  out fo r  a 
year, and  a s  a matter of fact, the taxes i n  conse- 
quence thereof; because a n  owner occupier when his 
house is rented has to  make his whole declaration of 
the  repairs done for the gear, and when it is rented 
it has a three-year average. The rent  may cause no 
$confusion, but he might get the three-year average 
plus the alnount he spent for the year i t  was rented. 
That will cause some hardship, or he will be getting 
too much: and it was felt in  the best interest of the 
commuility generally to  do away with the three- 
gear average and in any case where a n  owner-occupier 
would be a51e to claim relief fo r  repairs every year. 
4.05 p.m. 

This is a bit tr icky; honourable members will 
have to follow the inetter very closely. Firs t  of all, 
we are  asking leave that  sub-Clauses (a )  and ( b )  
of Clause 8 of the Bill as  printed be deleted i11 order 
to  substitute the follo~viiig paragraph:- 

' ( a )  by deleting paragraph ( d )  of sub- 
section (1) thereof and substituting 
therefor the following new paragraph : 
" ( d )  any sum expended for repairs of 

premises occupied or  for the sup- 
ply, repairs o r  alterations of a n y  
implements, utensils or articles 
emploved for  the purpose of acquir- 
ing  the  income beyond the slim 
actually expended fo r  any of t h ~ s e  
purposes d u r i n ~  the incom,e year : 

Provided that  for the year of 
assessment one thousand nine hun- 
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dred and fitty-six ally person who 
prior to tne co~111ng' ~ L U  uperaLloll 
o t  the Income 'l'ax (1iine1~dmCnr 
Act, ~Yab,  was, i n  fact, given its d 
deuuctlon to r  those purposes  he 
s u i ~ l  usually expendea l o r  tllose 
purposes accoraing to a n  average 
of three years irninedlately pre- 
ceding the year oi  asse~sraen~,  illay. 
by giving notice i n  writlng to the 
Commissioner with111 six nlontns oi  
the date of coming into operation 
of that  Act, claim i n  respect o i  those 
purpcses a suili s~ computed 111 

lieu of the sum actually expendea 
during the income year one thou- 
sand nine hundred and fifty-five ; " ; ' 

Then paragraphs (c),  ( d )  and (e)  of Clause 8 
vi11 be re-numbered " (b )  ", " (,c) " anti " ( d )  " r-- 
:; ectively. That means that  as  f a r  as last year is COIL- 

cerned, this amelldment will not affect the returns: 
this a~lvelldmeilt wlll come into efkect so t a r  as  this 

o 3 car is concerned. It will come into effect from this 
year, so that  persons who are claiming dediuctions u p  
t b  1956 will {be exempted from the provisions of this 
amendment. 

There  be'inc no  objection, leave was g r m t e d  the  
H o n .  ,Ministea. 

Hon. Dr.  H .  G. H. CUMMINS: I now beg to  
move tha t  Clause 8 as  amended stand par t  of the 
Bill. 

Hon. M. E. COX:  I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEW(IS: This is a Clause which takes u p  

6% pages of the printc-d Bill, and I really cannot be 
of any assistance with it. However, I would just 
like t o  refer t o  Clause 8 of the Bill a s  printed. That  
Clause says this : ' Section twelve of the principal 
Act is hereby amended- 

( a )  by renumbering paragraphs " (e )  " t o  " (lr) " 
inclusive, of sub-section (1)  thereof ( f )  l respec- 

--- t .rely ; then me have snh paragraphs (b ) , /;d ) , (e) arlll 
so 011. I am afraid that  I cannot kelp i n  the n a t t e r ,  
b u t  this renumbering does not seem to  he right to  
me. The first sub-Clause of this Clause has no num- 
ber ;  let the  Hoii. Minister see that  the numbering of 
'this Bill is correct, because I cannot follow it a t  all. 
[Hon. Dr.  H. G. H.  CUMMINS: I t  is a b i t  difficult 
t o  follow.] There are a dozen of these sub-Clauses, 
b u t  the first one has no numker. 

Hon. Dr.  H. G. H .  CUMMINS: It appears to me 
a s  if there is just a n  omission. However, T am 
assured by the Clerk that  the position is alright. 

T h e  question tFdt CLmz~se 8 as a+nended stand 
part of the  Bill was pct and resolved i.n tlze affirnza- 
tiw uritholct division. 
4.15 n.m. 

Hon. Dr.  H. G. 11. CUMMINS: Mr Chairman, 
1 am aslriiig leave to re-commit. Clause 10. 

-I There  b ~ i n g  n o  objection leave was p a n t e d  tk,: 
i i o~ : .  ntenzber. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I am talring 
tilis opportunity to mske an am~nitrnelit to Clau.Ji~ 
10. I am sorry the hoii senior member f ~ r  the Cit.,~ 

C 'S not i n  here but he raised the question of whethchr 
this allowance of $100 should apply to both a mall 
and his wife. I want to assure him that  this means 
-$?hat i t  meails and nJlhing more. Thr  charges will 
go to the husband's r e t ~ l r n  whether i t  is one persoxi 
or his wife 01. both. 

The amendment which I want to make i ~ o w  is 
with respect to the last word appearing a t  t h e  end of 
paragraph ( a )  i n  the proviso to the amendment to 
be made to section 20 (1) of the Income,Tax Act, 
1921. I am asking that  that  word "or" he delete2 

and the word "and" be substituted i n  its place. It 
iliean that  he will get the allowance of blu ,~,  a n d  

that oi  $25. 
i oeg t o  move that  Clause 10 as  amended stand 

psrt. 
~ l o u .  NI. S .  COX:  I beg to second that.  
i\lr. Bh Y A N  : 1Ur. Chairmaq on the last occasion 

iv11e11 thls Liause was passed l was deputising for  
you. I\row, it is  recommitted- 

J l r .  CHAIRMAN : You were not deputising f o r  
me. 

Mr. BRYAN: Be that  as  i t  may, on that  occasiou. 
there was qulte a lot of argument concentrated 
arouiid this proviso which deals with the allowance 
ot  $1UU ill case ot a married man or his wiie a n d  a n  
allowance of $25 for  each child u p  to maslinum of 

1 two cllildren. My question is why has the Qovern- 
inellt set this limit of two children? As I under- 
stand it, this allowancc of $25 does nct  rc present the 
amouiit of medical expenses, it represents the amount 

' deducted. I would like the Government to  gyve me 
some explanation of tbjs. Does this meail that  there l .  , will be nu deductien for  other children? What  I 
am wondering about is those illegitimate children 
who are under the care of both parents. I really 
xou ld  like this point cleared u p  i n  this Bill. So 
f a r  as  these children are  concerned, it is  m y  feelii~g 
that a man who has them i n  his home under his care 
should be allowed this $25 d e d ~ c t i o n  fo r  each child 1 for medical attention. 

1 Mr. LEWIS.  Mr. Chairman, I really intended 
to  ask today fo r  the recommittal of this Clause 
whether or not the Goverfiment had brought down 
a n  amendment to  it. 1 have some fur ther  informa- 
tion on the points I was making on the last occasion. 
I agreed with the last hon. member who spoke when 
he referred to a n  allow'ance for  illegitimate children. 
I feel that  you should get off medical expenses for 
bi~ch children; as  a mat ter  of fact, it should apply t r l  

everybody for  whom you get allowances. If the 
child is over the age for  which you get allowances; 
i t  mould not apply, but  if you get a n  allowance for a 
wife an(. you get medical expenses taken into con- 
sideration for  her it should be taken off fo r  every- 
body for  whom, you get allowances and t h a t  will cover 
the point with respect t o  illegitimate children. 

While I know that 3 ou have p u t  the allo~x-ance of 
$1,300 for  a married man in  other Acts, I think you 
should not mention the $1,300 under this Act. My 
reason for  saying so is tha t  if a t  any future  time Gov- 
ernment thinks fit t o  increase o r  reduce that  amount, 
it mill have to  amend this Act as  well. I think it is 
unnecessary fo r  the amount to  be m,entioned a t  all i n  
this Act. As I have said, I know it is p u t  i n  another 
Act bu t  in  the same way that  the Government has 
found it necessary to introduce other amendments to 
this Bill because hon. members ask t h a t  the  Bill b e  
oostponed for  fur ther  consideration, I hope t h a t  
Government has seen tha t  it was a good thing to  do i n  
Eccause same of the amendments which were brourht 
i n  today would have been p u t  i n  by  the Other Place. 
Personally I am not proud of sit t ing i n  a place where 
soinebody else has to do the work. 

The hon. senior member for St .  Thornas who is 
Minister of Trade, is not i n  his place, bu t  Mr. Chair- 
nian, you took a n  interest i n  the debate on this Clause, 
a n d  I maonder if I am c.,rrect i n  saying that on the la?t 
occasion the  Hon. ,Minister of Trade said tha t  this 
was the m,anner of dealing with these allowances out- 
side of Barbados. He  might have meant taking it 
off the  gross income. I f  tha t  i s  what  he  meant, he 
wav, perfectly right. However, when I made the 
poiiit that  here it is the Government of Barbados is 
asking me a poor man to stand the first $25 and ask- 
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ing a very rich man the same $25, would he consider 
that that wacs fair, lie niade that reply. I pointed 
out that it was terribly unfair to the poor man. Since 
then I have actually seen an American who is on a 
visit to this Island and who visited this House on the 
sallie day that we discussed this Bill and he explained 
io me that the method of dealing with an ,111owance for 
medical expenses for income tax in the United States 
is the same as in Canada. The information f r o 6  
Canada was made available to the Government be- 
cause a inember of the Executive Committee told' 
me that he has a copy of the relative Canadian Act. 
Siilce then I have got two copies of the Canadian Act, 
one of 1950 and one with an aineiidment to that Act. 
The method of dealing with medical expenses in 
TJ S.A. and Canada is this: the net incor;?e of the tas-  
payer is taken into consideration aiid the taxpayer 
has to stand the first 376, an a,mount eguivalent to 
3% of his net income. 
4.25 p.m. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, you will readily 
see that this is a method that this Govern- 
ment could have accepted and acted upon. I will 
go further and say t k t  in 1950 in Canada it nay 
4% and after workicq i t  for some yeara they dis- 
covered i t  was quite all right to make it 3%. It' 
they focnd that, can't you see there is some m!)- 
stance in this method? Let us say a man ni th $1,000 
a year is aslied to stand the first $30 of i~is medical 
expenses; a man with $10,000, $15,000 or $20,000 s 
year is not asked to stand the same 3%. They arcu 
asked not to go and claim any expenses unless they go 
over $200 or $300. Isn't that fair?  You don't want to 
give back rich peope these expenses and you don't 
want to go and make a show, because that i e  all W,? 
are making in this Bill. I t  is inequitabb.; as a mar- 
ter of fact, so f a r  as poor people are coiiccrned Gov- 
ernment can tear this u p ;  it is not worih anything. 
I t  is helping the rich man who can say "well, L have 
over $120 and I have got back $40 or $50 or $60." 
So you are making him a present. But this Govent- 
rzent is afraid to work this method and give a rea-,- 
cnable amount of medical expenses because i t  might 
rrevent some people from paying taxes at all;  bni 
what is the object? You collect somelhing in th. 
vicinity of $1 million cr  more thaw you tudget for 
i.2 income tax. Do you mean to tell me if you cut ovt 
a thousand people that pay five shilling; that woald 
mean anything? That cculd be the only justificatio~i 
for taking i t  off the gross income. That, is to let th- 
poor man stand his fimt $5 and let a rich man stand 
the proportionate amount; but to take a rich man 
and a poor man and say you can only give after thr 
firrt $20 is terrihly unfair and i t  is not giving col-- 
sideration to the question a t  all. 

Mr. Chairman, I k ~ o w  you will not l(.; me real1 
from it, but these people have tried i t  arid discover- 
ed they can do it. After all, if you give a mail d.':" 
El00 or $200 and you have a receipt from the doctc8r 
amd the doctor adds i t  to his income, tl?is man i s  
paying 3% which is added to the doctor getting 
40% ; don't you see the Government is going to gain? 
You give s man off $5 or $6 and you collect $40 froin 
another man. I am going to make an  appeal to the 
hon. member for St. Thomas not to let another xteek 
&>ass and to appoint unofficially a small Committea 
to meet the Crown Law Officers and if neLessary the 
Tncome Tax Commissioner and let us sa- what we 
esn do about it. Not only that ;  the people s tar t~ci  

in Canada to make i t  for expenses incnrred in the 
particular year. Take me for instance; I am a man 
'with a child and pay my medical bill on the 313t 
l'eeernber; if I paid i t  cn the 30th January I would 
r o t  get a <ent off. The:. have worked i t  out for the 
first twelve months. We have a medical man ip thir 
House that must know that the people of Barbados 

cannot pay spot cash for their medical esceilses; soiile 
cannot pay a t  all, and how can you say that a inell 
~vho gets sick in December must pay for i t  in De- 
cember cr not get i t  off at  all? That is wrong to my 
way of thinking. Som(:hody tried it, so 11-t LE t ry to 
gic-t hold of the inost up-to-date method. Go\.ernment, 
is not going to lose on: cent by it. N_ot only that ;  $10 
you mean to tell me that a man who has to get a seL 
~f false teeth cannot get any relief a t  all- Do you 
mean to tell me that if I cut my finger ~ i ? d  went to 
s doctor and he puts in a stitch and chargcs $10, 
~f I took a tooth out, you cannot consider that at all I 
Can a inan without gldsses do work? Even if that i!, 
wmething new can't we consider tha t?  I do not know 
where this Legislation came from at all. Anything 
c ming from the Law Offices is entirelv for the rich 
people of this country and the poor ones get penal- 
ised. As I said, this Bill deals with a i ~ ; i n  buying 
;r,achinery who gets an  allowance and if the rates gi, 
lip or down, the man who gets an  initial allowal~ct. 
G I ~  lnachinery stalds to gain. I do not like to call 
names, but can you imagine comparing a man with 
my income with a man like Mr. H. 0. Emtage and 
telling me that over $20 Mr. Emtage gets consid- 
ered and me too? Multiply his income by 3% and 
make him stand there. He is quite capable of staniE-3 
i~ig that. There are many others \\rho ~vould have 
c )  ciwe a doctor for years and have to ask him as a 
fevour to attend to thein. 

Mr. Chairman, Goternment should acquire thlr 
Act I have, not because of my reading i t  today, but; 
they should acquire it and I a111 surprised to fincl 
:hat with the u p  to date legislation we h a ~ e  on this 
medical attention the Law Officers of Barbados do 
l ~ c t  know anything of it a t  all; maybe they hav.. 
been asked by the Government to draft a Bill for 
political 'reasons in the year 1956. I t  is no use to  
a poor man. Tear i t  up. Another thing, Sir. Can't 
we give people something off for teeth? Don't they 
pay a dentist? If you are going to put a limit on 
the amount, some people may not have to go to the 
doctor this year, thev may haje other expenses. T 
am sure, Sir, that if further consideration is given 
to this Bill the Government is bound to gejll by it. 
They cannot lose. If they can get hold of the receipt5 
from the doctors they could collect inore money in  
the brackets that the doctors pay in. Give the people 
'some relief, but do not give them relief in name. 
I cannot Imagine the five Ministers that represent 
the comriion people of Barbados saying to every mar1 
tbat he must stand the first $20 and let hi111 talce i* 
sff the gross income and give one man $75 to put in 
h;- pocket and telling the other not to worry to pgy 
$3. 
4.35 p.m. 

By what nieans can anybody in Barbados come 
to the conclusion that this is fair and equitable? 
Why bother with it a t  a l l?  What would anybody in  
the Attorney General's Office spend his time in draft- 
ing this Clause for at  al l?  I t  is a waste of time. 1 
say: if you are going to prevent a few people from 
~ a y i n g  the 5 / - ,  let us get rid of that ;  it costs you more 
to send out a form and pay a Clerk to write a receipt 
for the 5/-. This is all nonsense. However, Xr. 
Chairman, it is all set out very clearly here, and this 
pqrticular Clause could be very easily re-drafted so 
ts to afford people a little relief. A.; a matter of 
feet  if you work the Canadian method today, yc~n 
zould raise the maximum to anything like $250 or  
$300, and you do not lose anything by it. A rich 
man will get off from the first $300; you are getting 
the tax, but you are giving another man 5/- aiid he  
still has to pay the Doctor. I do not know 37410 h:s 
conceived of this idea, but i t  not equitable ; i t  is sheer, 
undiluted nonsense in so f a r  as poor people are con- 
cerned. The best thing to to is to delete this Clause 
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altogether, rather then cause people to go arouizd 
getting receipts xronz Uoctors. 

Lonsider people having been taken sick in  De- 
cember and( you insist that that is the year ill which 
tnes'e medical expenses have been incurred and are 
paid. You would believe that anybody doing that 
would feel sure that every Barbadian m every class 
IS able to send his wife to the Hospital, or go himself. 
and put down $2CO or $100 cash for his medical ex- 
penses, so that he could go and get i t  off! YOU would 
not liliagine that people in BarSados live on the c red t  
system; you would not believe that the people who 
conceived of this idea in this Clause ever lived in Bar- 
~ a d o s  at  all. The people in Canada found that they 
could reduce the amount to 3% and still they are 
getting on quite well with i t ;  they have agreed that 
~f the amount is paid within the 12 months, it can be 
rake11 off'. They have agreed that anything xvhich 
you pay to a dentist can be taken into consideratlon. 
~vly conteiztion is that we want to deal with the matter 
equitably, so that people are able to stand the initial 
dmount. The next thing is, that this amount should 
not be incurred and paid in  the same year. Agam, 
yoix should include what you nave to pay a dentist, 
and perhaps what you have paid a n  Oculist. Mr. 
Chairman, i t  may interest you to know that these 
things are going too far. As far  as chiropractors and 
other people are concerned so long as i t  is permissible 
for  them to practise, they can be locally registered. 
and what y o l ~  pay them you should get off. I am 
saying this: to tell me t'hat this is of any use to thc 
people who need i t  most is to say you do not under- 
stand, anything about it, and therefore i t  is of no use' 
discussing it. 

Mr. VAUGHAN: I think that without any 
know of immodesty, I could claim to be the first p c t  
&on to suggest to the Government this idea of delet- 
jng from the assessment for Income Tax, the amoui:: 
for medical expenses which anyone has incurred 1.1 

any one year. I quite spree with a lot cE what the 
kon. junior inember for the City has said, avd 1 
sLxspect that the Rill is not full enough. JE a man has 
to wear glasses, the a.mount paid for the glasses 
shonld be considered. The expense of a dental plat? 
and  so on should be copsidered, and if these things 
are not in the Bill, they should be in til: Bill. Of 
c40urse, the Government can have the exc1.1se that thi.; 
is its first attempt in  this direction, but there is one 
tnimg which I cannot appreciate about the hen. 
~nember's speech. This question of Incomc Tax all 
over the world is a very intricate question, and, I dc, 
not pretend to undersland the more intricate C1aus.s 
and Sect io~s  of Inco~ne Tax Legislatio:~. However, 
the hon. member seems to imply in one particular 
&mark which he has stressed over and over agar1 
that because a man is rich, therefore the rate of 
y~elief should not be in the same proportion as that 
of the poor man. 

I do ro t  know if the ho11. member realises thr t  
:hat is a fundamental challenge to the principle of 
fa:rness. I n  other words, i t  boils do~vn to  this: if 
y'ou make the proportion for the rich at  the lowest 
rate, you are penalisinz the rich man for bcillg ill. 
That is not fair. L am not defending the rich peoplr, 
hut i t  is not fair, in my opinioii, to nlnke a man, 
Eeeause he is better off than another, pq3..  more fur 
his illness; that is to say that if there is an certaiiz 
rate of relief for one person ir? respect of illnes, 
there should be the same rate of relief for every- 
body. You have to pt-ty Income Tax in differe~~t  
grades; the man who earns $10,000 a year has ti, 
nay more than a man who earns $2,00G; but I tlo 
not see that if both arc ill, the rate of relief for the 
$10,000 man should be less because of his illness. 
T h t  amounts to penalising a rich man for being il!. 

Mr. LEWIS: I ;vender if the ho!~. membw 

really realised what hs said just Lefore he sat down. 
I quite agree with him that the same rate at  which 
you give the rick man off you should give the 
poor man. That is all I am saying; if the rich 
illan is payiilg in  the 75% bracket give him oK 
the right amount. Th:, difference is that one get.: 
7.5% and the other gets 370. So lollg as you make 
;t that everybody gets off the same thing, 1 qulle 
agree with that ;  but as regards people in the 75°i2 
blacket you will find that instead of tbese people 
taying taxes, yoa will have to give them money. 
4.45 p.m. 

I am saying that sometimes you will  find a 
poor man who will gei an  operation for $25 w'hieh , -.vill cost a rich man $25,000, That is alright because 

1 a rich man can stand that charge. Doctors chargs 
1 him that because he can stand i t ;  therefore, when 1 you calculate 3% of his income and 3% of mine l+, 

will work out to the same thing. I s  i t  fair to tell a 
Inan that has barely go: into the income tax bracket 
that he should stand the first $25 for medical ex- 
penses and you also tell Mr. Douglas Pile or Mr. 
IT. 0. Emtage that they should stand thc same $258 
That will not be right a t  all, but that is in  the Bill. 

For the benefit of the hon. member I 'am going 
to tell him \that happens. Suppose he gets sick and 
ais illness cost him $120 i n  medical expenses ho 
takes off the first $20 and  the Goverlilnent will 
also take off $100. Now take another nlan whose 
xedical expenses comes to $150. He will have to be 
taxed on $30. Now take the case of a rich iylan whose 
rnedical expenses amount to $120 which is the same 
ns that of the hon. member. He will pay the firs: 
$20 just as that hon. member and the Government 
will give him off the other $100. That is not the way ' in which i t  should be worked; I am asking the Gov- 
ernment to work it on the percentage basis and 
what they save on the rich man they will be able 
to give in relief to the poor man. [A VOICE : Woultl 
that be fair?] Well, do not have so much money 
snd you will get off t3e same as the poor man. 

Mr. Chairman, there is another point which I 
wish to make. The Go~zrnment of this co~xntry must 
remember that i t  does :lot take extra tax on unearned 
~ncome. Other countries do that. A lot of people irr 
darbados get a lot of their income from unearned 
iwome, so if you add earned and unearned income 
together and give a taxpayer off an  allowance 0 7 1  
5: percentage basis, yoa can start off lilic Canada 
with it a t  4%.  I t  is eluitable to do i t  o~ a percen- 
tage basis and i t  does qot entail any trouble a t  all. 
There is a draft here which can be kept and I a a  
~ w i t i n g  to hear if the Hon. Minister of Social Ser- 
mces will accept a motion for the further postponc- 
ment of consideration of this Bill, so that i n  the 
meantime in  a calmer atmosphere, if he wants th;r 
matter to be less public, we can get together ant1 
:ee what call he done. Of course, if i t  i~ his desirs 
tn,zt the Bill should be sent to a Selrect ,Cbm- 
mittee, he should do so. Let me remind the Hon. 
Minister that hon. members asked on the last occa- 
s;(\iz that this Bill be postponed for  a week. T'hz 
Government then searched i t  and brought in amend- 
ments which might h z ~ c  been inevitably introduce2 
ill the Other Place. Thme may be still other things 
~vhich might want amending and I am asking the 
Government in its OT+F interest to postpone the 
Bill. The whole principle to which I have referred 
c3 the relative Canadiaii Act is available to members 
n f  the Government. It is an  equitable way of doing 
Tt and they do not lose anything by it. They call 
raise the maximum to $200 or $300 without doing 
themselves any harm at all. Before I make a motio~t 
Ecr the further postponement of consideration of 
this Bill I will wait for  a lead from them. 

Mr. GDDDARD: Mr. Chairman, I am glaa 
that this Clause has boen recommitted. I was no4 



liere on the last occas::)n and I n'olxld like to lltta:. 
~vbat  is Govern~nent's answer to those hoil. membeL.s 
who enquired why provision for dental treatme:-t 
was not included in this Bill. To me, if, is vetmv 
necessary. I n  this enlightened era, dental treatme, 
is considered by Governments so essential to a per- 
son's health that I canrot understand why alloa- 
ances for that treatincnt have been exclllcicd. Surely 
medical expenses shoultl cover dental trc.atinent a, 
well. 

Another hon. member has said that ixirdical e>-- 
penses should cover treatment by an  Oculist. I t  
is a fact that some children of necessity must wea:. 
glasses and you do not know what income group 
ihey i'ali into. I thirk allowances for such medical 
expenses are long overclue; i t  should be considered 
that the head of the family has that burden .to 
bear. He is given allowances for his honit, whethe:- 
it is ior  a wife, one child or himself and if yun 
are going to give a nlaximum of $150 allowaner, 
stiek to whatever amoVnt i t  is, but if any sinqi: 
member of a man's family whose medichl expense, 
r ~ i n  to $150, that man should be given that $159 
Free; he should be a l l~wed  to deduct it. Do not say 
who must be sick, and how they must be sick to get 
qff the $150. Bear I11 mind that i t  is the iiiconie win- 
ILer who has to pay the bill and if he  has ter, 
children or one child and he has medical expenscr; 
to rhe amount of $150 lie should be given that frez. 
I do not agree that, a taxpayer should bear tils. 

first $20. As has been already explained, that would 
affect those of low income groups more. ladhat do,. 
ors charge for medicn: treatment today, they chary;: 

according to the income of the person. They woul,t 
charge a Clerk $50 or $60 for an occration and 
mould charge somebody else for the same operatiorl 
t2GO or $300. That is t t e  principle oil whit h medical 
practitioners work. 

I claim that i t  should be made as siinple as 
possible. Decide on the figure you can allow fop 
medical expenses. If 40u say $150 and over that 
lhe head of the family has medical expenses in that 
year, whether it is one child, a wife or h i m ~ l f ,  he 
should be allowed to deduct that monej.. 

Take off the whole lot. You can afford to do it, 
and I would like to know because I believe you went 
back to Executive Committee since the last occasion 
and that must have been discussed. What is Govern- 
ment's reaction to those members who brought them 
up on that occasion, because to me it is so simple I 
cannot understand why you did not. If you have 
not discussed it, take the suggestion of the honourable 
junior member for the City. discuss it and come 
beck and have a better income tax rate allo~vance 
for medical and dental expenses. 
-1.55 p.m. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I was not folloning all 
of this debate. but I do not agree with the hon. junior 
member for the City or the honourable junior niein- 
ber for Christ Church because there is absolutely 
30 rightness about thi~: contention. I t  is purely 
a matter of opinion. Very seldom I agree with the 
honourable junior member for St. John for obvions 
reasons; but I would say this: I do not subscribe to 
the view that medical expenses should be based on 
tthe percentage of the income or anything like that. 
You cannot tell a rich man you are going to give him 
a different allowance from the poor man, and if you 
are all in  the income tax bracket, I agree you make 
allowance for allowance. What I do not agree with 
in the Bill is that I do not see the idea for the first 
$20, because $20 mould mean to some income tax 
pavers more than i t  would mean to others, and I 
feel if you are giving medical expenses you should 
give medical expenses and not make any sort of 
rdeans test or  removing any amount. P u t  it this \vat.. 

You are giving an uninarried man $1720 as an incoine 
tax payer; thls is $15 a week or $2.50 a day. You 
are not taking into account what the labourers pay. 
Take the case of a man who gets $3 a day and there- 
fore comes in for income tax. Now if that man goes 
to hospital and is charged $20 for an operation he 
[,as to pay that $20. Are you suggesting that that 
inan should not be relieved of that $20 because i t  is 
$20? I t  is a lot of money to that man because 
he is in the income tax bracket. If a fellow goes to 
a doctor, the doctor will charge him $20 for an  in- 
jection. Now what I cannot understand about this 
is: you give a bus driver $3 a day;  one working for 
$18 a week and is unmarried is a n  income taxpayer. 
If he goes for an  injection, or glasses at  Dr. Spira 
and they cost $20, do you mean he can afford to pay 
tha t?  That is where I say the whole idea is unre- 4 
iated to what is happening in Barbados today, be-awe 
you realise a single man working for $18 a week has 
to pay. That is why I say as soon as you exclude 
him on the basis of $20 I come to the conclusion you 

4 
have put  this medical expenses in  here for people * 
that are rich and not for poor people. As soon as 
you exclude $20 you are suggesting the poor man 
can pay $20 and forget it. If a poor man lost $5 
today, it would be hell about town! That is not a 
bad word, S i r ;  i t  would be heaven about town. I 
am saying that because I do not linow if the members 
of the Government are aware that we have people 
like stevedores and so on who never pay income tax, 
and please do not think that they have big Bank ac- 
counts. Whenever they have to pay income tax they 
have to borrow the money, so why are  you excluding 
$20? The first $20 suggests that you are dealing 
n i th  people who have money. I agree with the 
honourable junior member for the City that income 
tax  legislation is very intricate, and I go further 
and say that some of the clauses we bring here were 
clauses dedt  with when I was on a Committee four 
years ago dealing with some of these income tax al- 
lowances for nlachiner~r and these sort of adjustments 
when Mr. Finch was here, and it shows that it has 

X 
taken three years for this to reach down here, which 
shows i t  was not a fool proof thing, and I agree with 
the honourable junior member for the City that all 
the Clauses are not straightened out. I t  is not a 
legislation to buy buses or for waterworks; it is tak- 
ing money from the people's pockets and there is no 
urgency unless i t  is clear, because when it goes to 
the Other Place where every member has not got to 
scramble at  the Income Tax, they are not going to 
pass it because Government wants i t  passed; they 
are going to pass i t  in the way they feel i t  should be 
passed. The thing that worries me seriously is why 
members of the Socialist Goverilment would want to 
exclude the first $X<. Do they believe that the com- 
munity has got so rich that $20 does not make any 
difference to the poor income taxpayer? DO they 
feel that a man paying income tax is ric!~? No mRll ", 
working for $20 a week is rich, so do not get the idea 
that when you are paving income tax you are rich 
So I want to say these rates are the same because I 
argue that a man working for $2.50 a day today is 
,equivalent to 10 years ago workil~g for five 
shillings a, week. I t  is just like >\hen we had 
to amend the Act for people living in 18ft. 
X 9ft. houses and the value went up. They 
had to pay direct taxation to the local Gov- 
ernment because a man li~ring in a n  18ft. by 9ft. 
is never regarded as being able to pay income tax with 
his coal pot in f i e  yard. Similarly, a man working 
for $2.50 a week, which is a carpenter's or mason's 
wcges, is he rich, can he afford to gc and pav a 
doctor and not get that off? I t  does not seem fair 
'o the economic position of the income taxpayer. 11 t. 
man working for $25 a week must pay income tax if 
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he is single, and this is no princely wage : and if 
these are the people to pay direct taxation, you are 
making some employees believe that $25 a week is 
something prinwly. I will say to the honourable 
junior member for Christ Church and the honour- 
able junior member for St. Andrew that their driv- 
ers should now be s t t i n g  $3 a day. Now, imagine 
these rates that some of us have agreed upon. I am 
suggesting that th.tre should be further anieiidme~~~:. 

the principle that Insurance Premiums should be 
deducted from the gross income, but this House 
changed i t  rlil  the recommendation of Mr. F'inch. 
Insurance l-'remmms will come 08 at  20% ; R h .  
& inch pointed out th& in  the case of a rich man wno 
is able to pay $1001 a year or $1,000 a year in  In- 
surance Premiums, the Government was making him 
a present of $75 out of $100. The other man who 1s 
paying a little Premium, pays $20 and they tell him 

.X05 p.m. i 
I am suggesting that this idea of thc first $220 

sliould be removed. 7 omorrow if l have to pay n 
cloctor $20: I would lii;.: that amount to be taken o!-l 
my tax bill. I do not see why that should not be 
tllken OE; the funeral expenses should also be taken 
olY. You have to bury the dead and if these fullerai 
sspenses were to he taken off, that woulcl relieve ml.: 
I f people who are now rlmning me down. [Laughter.] 
-1 say that when i t  comes to this first $20 that amount 
~hou ld  be taken off; I =ay that when it comes to this 
first $20 that amount should be talren off; T cannot 
understand how hon. members of the C*overnment 
c.,uld have agreed to  put on this first $20. I call 
understand certain members of the Government agree- 
lIlg to that because they are so far  UP that it does 
not matter with this first $20; but $20 means Some- 
thing to the poor man when he has to pay that to a 
doctor. Some people *t rich too quickly, and they 
forget all about poverty. 

I cannot understand members 
Jng down this Bill with this first $20 in  it, andtelling 
people that they are helping the Poor man. I am 
connected with an OI-ganisation in which both the 
poor and the rich peo;.le have to pay Income Tax, 
?hey are paying their Tncome Tax, but 1 would like 
10 know what justification there is il. putting oti 

this first $20. I come in the bracket where I woulll 
like to be relieved of the first $20, and I woulll 
litre to know what is the good reasoa for not relier- 
ir~g the taxpayer of thr- first $20 

Mr. LEWIS : I congratulate the hen. member 
on peggling his own clock. [ h ~ g h t e c . ]  The next 
t21ing is this: having regard to this first $120', if you 
make i t  on a different percentage basis, the poor man 
has no kick. The Poor man, like the rich. man, 
will be able to insure himself and get back something 
in the case of sickness or whatever i t  might be. 
What I would like the hon. member to regard is this : 
there is no question of penalising the rich man in the 
niatter of sickness. I will draw this illustration; let 
us take an instance like this- 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Before the honourable 
member links me up with the honourable junior 
member for St. John, let me say that I agree with the 
hon. junior member for St. John, not with the words 
he used; but on the basis that if you are ey ing  a man 
an allowa,nce for sickness, whether i t  is $10 or $20, 
you should not make any distinction. Whether you 
are rich or not, you get a deduction of so much for 
a child and so much for your wife. I feel that if 
you are giving allowances for medical expenses, 
and if the amount is goinq to be "X", it will be 
"X" for whoever i t  is. This is purely a matter of 
opinion: what I said was that i t  should be on the 
basis that if i t  is an allowance of $101. that amount 
should be taken off whether you are rich or poor. 

Mr. E :  The hon. member is comparinF 
tkne allowance for medical expenses the a1lowanc.c. 
for a child, but he must remember that all of the 
allowances are arbitrary. Some people will get 
$1,300 a year and they are married and have children. 
The Government has allowed $1,300 a year befop 
they tax a man at  dl; but when you come to t h ~  
medical allowance, vou are giving him a definit~ 
amount of vioney. This Honse has already adopted 

that he can get back 60c. There &re some honourable 
members whose sons macy be Doctors, and the GOV- 
ernment will give them back $75 out of $100. 

The hon. member is saying that  here is a man 
who will have $1010 or $200 in  taxable income, and 
it means nothing to him having regard to the way 
in which you are dealing with the matter. Even if 
you give him $6 out of every $8, it means nothing 
t, the Government; it might prevent him from givin.; 
the Income Tax Com.m,issioner S/-, 
5.15 p.m. 

There are a number of people who are paying 
5/- because they have not the taxable income. What 
does it -an when you give him off $loo? He does 
not pay any tax at all but he has to pay the 
doctor. If one honourable member tells me that he 
cannot follow that, it means that he is uafit to repre- 
sent the peopl,e. 

I say, do your best to help the poor man. P u t  
i t  on equally, that is to say, you will give the tax- 
payer in those income brackets $ 3 . 0  the next $6.00, 
the next $15 if that is represented of what it is 
for Mr. H. 0. Emtage. I do not like t o  call names and 
1 hope he does not mind my calling his name. IC 
;p, 3% on your income, whatever it is. Three per  
cent is not an  unreasonable m o u n t  for you to spend- 
on your families' expenses; as a matter or 
fact, you can insure yourself against it. There are 
a number of people who get a taxable 5/- and a num- 

who get $2,0 or $30. It does not mat. if you t.e 
it off for every cent. This is not a thing which you 
s i ~ g l e  out ~ e o p l e  and give them. If a man, woman 
0, his family is not sick, they do not have any medi- 
cal expenses. If  they have it, it means something to 
them; therefore, give them off the rnlief and give 
them on an equitable basis. If you deduct on the 
gross income, &ve them off 3%. I am one of those 
people who feel that it should not be taken off the 

inCO,, I feel it should be d e d t  with rrq 
that of the insurance premium. 

Hon. M. E. COX: &Ire Chairman, I beg to  
move that you do now report progress and ask leave 
for the Cormnittee to sit again. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to second that. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is- 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: No, Sir, you cannot 

put the question. I was on my feet before you start- 
ed to put the question. 

Hon. R. G. M'nPP: Tell the honourable mem- 
ber to take his seat. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTLEY: Tell them to get in  the 
Chair. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Will the honourable member 
take his seat? 

[iMr. E. D. MOTTLEY took his seclfl . 
Mr. CHAIRNAN : When the honourable senior 

vember for St. Michael becan to  speak. I did riot hear 
the voice of the honourable senior member for the 
City. Knowing the honourable senior member for 
St. Michael was about to move the motion that I do 
now report j:ropess, which I thought it was right to' 
do, I allowed him to speak. Of course, I did hear 
his voice fil-st. I also heard the voice of the honour- 
able senior member for the City. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLIEY: I am not challengino 
your statement. You said that your eyes were on the 



honourable member who moved the motion. I HI 

saying that when the motion was being seconded, I 
was addressing the Chair. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP : Make the member sit down. 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: What I am saying, Sir, 

is that since the Honourable Minister of Comlauni- 
cations canght your eye first that is alright, but 
I was interrupted by somebody on that side who got 
up and seconded the motion. I am saying that it is 
out of order. I was on my feet when that honourable 
member rose. 

T h e  question tha t  Mr. Chairman. report progress 
a n d  aslc leave for  the  Commvittee t o  sit again, was put  
a n d  resolved in the  afftrmative without  &vision, 

Mr.  C H A I R M A N  reporied to  Mr.  S P E A K Z R  
w h o  resumed the  C'hair and rcportad accordingly. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
move that this House do now adjourn for half an 
hour. 

Hon. M. E. COX:  I beg to second that. 
T h e  question uv~.~ put  and resolvled in the  affirm- 

a t ive  witholut division and Mr. Speaker adjourned 
the  House accor&nglyf. 

On) re-assembling. 

INCOME TAX BILL (C'TD.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment the House 
was in Committee considering the Incoriie Tax Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAXE'R l e f t  the  Chair and the  House re- 
swmled Committee o n  the  Income T a x  Bill, Mr. 
S M I T H  being in the  Chair. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: On the adjournment the 
hon. senior member for the City was about to speak. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, so little 
is really known about the intricacies of Income tax 
by the layman that one wonders a t  times when a Bill 
of this nature comes up, how any one who really has 
pot  been given an  opportunity to do some extra 
study on i t  can really give of the best. Last week 
my  colleague and I held the matter for sometime 
before the Committee discussing the pros and cons, 
and I think everybody will agree that we attempted 
to  show right away our own limitations in the matter. 

However, Sir, what I am saying today is not in  
a n y  boastful manner, but i t  is a matter of appreci- 
ation in some respect for the manner in which the 
Leader of the House, the Minister of Social Services, 
has actually carried out the promise that when views 
expressed here by the Opposition are not fully under- 
stood, he would put them in the proper quarters and 
see what could be done on their behalf. I think all 
concerned will agree that income tax is a very intri- 
cate matter; that is why last week I said that it was 
one of those things I would prefer to see go to a Select 
Committee for the reasons which I gave then, and 
which I do ]lot want to waste the time of the Commit- 
tee with again today. First of all, I think we all 
argued last week as to the question of anybody in 
Barbados standinq the first $20. My colleague also 
put up the argument as tto how he thought income tax 
should be based. T~et us come down to what I eon- 
sider to be the best course from the ~ o i n t  of view of 
commonsense. I t  was suggested then, Sir. that 
l had no authority to make certain amendments on 
the floor of the House, but I believe the Hell. Mirlisttxr 
listened to all the views expressed relative to the 
persons standing the first $20 and whether evervbodv 
who came in this croup should not he eiven g70 off. 
T am wonderincr whether under the circumstances 
a s  the honourable junior member for St. Peter amd I 

said last Tuesday that one iliust never forget what 
$2u mean to a person who comes under the income 
tax group, because anybody who gets over $15 a 
week comes under this bracket and has to pay income 
itax; and as we see i t  today everybody is going to be 
roped in, and I think i t  is very hard Tor any Oovern- 
ment to say they must stand the first $20. When I 
say, Alr. Chairman we should go to  a Select Commit- 
tee, l admit my limitations as to the knowledge and 
intricacies of incom'e tax. As a matter of fact, I was 
reading a book on income tax and the author who is 
a chartered accountant himself admitted his limita- 
tions because he was citing cases where people had 
receivzd gifts . A man received a gift of £10,009 
from a wealthy friend who wanted him to get mar- 
ried. He bought a farm and had every possible 
thing, got married and his benefactor died within a 
certain ~ e r i o d  and the man became taxable: so 

1 instead Lf getting &10,OQ0 from his friend he h id  
look for money to pap the Governmi-nt. Xobody cctn 
boast so much about income tax to say i t  is this or 
that. If you bring anybody to Barbados, be he an  
expert upoii anything at  all, I am prepared to sub- 
mit from a commonsense point of view-and I am 
glad the honourable member who has now com4e must 
snbmit it for the concideration of the Governm~15 
that he would agree that to stand the first $20 is 
absurd; and in fact, you are not giving these persons 
anv relief, because I said-and I think the Honour- 
abie ~ i n i s t e r  must have got statistics to prove-that 
every four in  five families must need some medical 
treatment every year; but maybe you will find some 
person in the Government service, whether he is Fin- 
:~iicial Secretary or not who would say that he does iiot 
understand about income tax. Thev know as murdh 
about income tax as I know about flying aeroplanes. 
That is why I suggested) last week that you go to 
Committee. I do not expect Government to know 
everything about income tax : the Bill w8r drafted 
and put in their hands. The honourable junior 
member for the City and myself raised every possible 
point that was raised again today: for instance, Sir, 
the point raised by the Honourable Leader of the 
Oppositjon about dental treatment. 
6.00 p.m. 

You take the Bill and read it. If you are t akm 
;l1 and you can produce the Bill from a Registered 
.'iIedical Practitioner, yc~u are entitled to that relief. 
1 am asking the Government to view the matter irt 
this way: if you go into a nursing home where there 
u a Registered Nurse, you are entitled to that relief. 
I-Iowever, although you have a Dental l?egistration 
Act in this Country, you ca,nnot extract teeth unless 
vou are a Graduate of a University in the United 
Kingdom or the United States of America, and a 
person cannot get any allowance ip respect of ex 
pevses for dental treatment. As I say, on  the othvr 
hand, if you can produce a bill from a Nurse-Mid- 
wife who is registered under the Act a,nd opens n 
Clinic you can get off an allowa~lce. YOU cannot 
get off anything in the case of dental expenses what 
sort of thing is this? 

I t  has been drawn to my attention lhat in an 
attempt Ey the late Director of Medical Service3 
to get a friend on the Roll, there was the inter 
pretation that a Registered Medical I'ractitioner 
conld practice as a Dental Surgeon. However, ymi 
can get off an allowance from a Registc.red N u r ~ o  

1 at  a Clinic as long as you can produce the bill; but 
if you went to Dr. Storey, you could not get o!Y 
.:nythine. The succeqs of some people in this world 
Fe<: in the fact that they have studied cverythin:l 
for some time and thev expect to ask Y O ~ !  to Qve a 
tiecisior, xt once. When I su~gested tha+ we should 
go to a Select Committee with this Bill, that was 
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not to tell the Attorney General that he nlust draft man, which. the Honourable Minister of Social 
&he Bill in  such and ~ u c h  a way. I feel that twheu Services has postponed because of our discussion last 
I get before any Selec.; Committee, I guarantee t h a ~  week and because he was considerate. The amend- 
I will be among those who will ask aay expert a 11 ents which are beforc us today art: iu. respect oE 
clnestion. My tongue never gets tied up ~a my cheek Clauses 4, 8, 10, 13 and 15. Let us deal with Clause 
when I go before #anybody. 6 which Clause 4 of this Bill amends. This Clause 

The Hon. Leader of the House has seen f i t  ~d is a very important one. I do appreciate that we 
come back here with certain amendmellts to this are reverting back to what the positiop was originally. 
Bill. That is, I admit, a token of his willingness 1.) Clause 13 is three-quarters of the Bill;  it deals with 
llsten to the views which has been put forward every phase of development, and what not. I should 
ihe Opposition. The Iion. Leader of the House i h  like to say that we had no opportunity of making any 
ilnlike the Hon. Premier. Often appeaL are befor, proper assessment of these further amendments. 
this House as to how :<ills should apply and sonle- Some honourable members will feel that this is a n  
times those appeals are never heard. They say tha:, Income ~a~ Bill and you must put i t  into operation, 
these Bills have been considered already: that wa; othemise you cannot get off these allowances this 
the case with the "Miiude" Bill. year. I submit that we should either deal with this 

Mr. CHAIRMAN- The " llaude" E;ll is not in the right way or do not deal with i t  at all. 
before us now; I am zslring the hon. melxiber to keel: 6.10 p.m. 
to the Bill which is non before the Hous~ .  I am glad to see that  the Hon. Minister has had E. D. I know that some discussion with somebody and he has come " Maude" Bill is not Lefore us. back to make the suggestion he did because the 

: Then you referred to that tendency in Barbados is for  everybody to t ry  to own Gill purposely. the place he lives in. You will find more owners- 
Mr. E.  D. MOTTLEY: I am not speaking on occupiers in Barbados than in any other West Indian the Bill; I have only made reference to it. Can vol. Colony. I am glad to see that he has decided on 

not refer to anything now? Thc x~i~. AIinicter oi that; you have to apply to suit local 
)Social Services has 2ut  into our har~Cq certain 
alnendments. I must apologise in respect of a!] What I consider to be an  important amendment 
cxpdanation which he gave before I catne into thv is that the word has been changed, I am wull- 
House. Seeing that they were only two of us in the: dering if the Hon. Minister can tell us whet.eT the 
O P P ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  who were hamlrlering certallj ~ o i r t s ,  two points raised by my colleague and myself have 
the h a d e r  the House has pivell an l ~ d l c a -  I beell raised. You will remember that those points 
tion that he is quite willing to listen t ~ ,  us. I will were supported by other hen. members. one of the 
say that the Oppositioll will also record its aPPre- 
ciation of such an  attitude. However, 1 am asking 
the Hon. Minister of Social Services if, after listen 
ing to us today, he will say that Inconit. Tax muss 
slart at $15 or $208 That is unreasonable. Toda?. 
a member of his own party, the Secretary of a Tradll 
IJnion has raised the qvestion of removing the first 
$20, and do you not think it is worthy of some 
,onsideration that thi, $20 shnuld be allowed? That 
is the first point. 

The next point is this: the Hon. Minister who 
h in charge of this Bill, is unlike the Hon. l'remier. 
He is a Medical. Practitioner, and he himself knows 
that one of the first things he will do to any patient 
who comes before him, is to ask that patient to 
cpep his mouth. AS so011 as he sees that that patieut 
has bad teeth, he wil! send him to a Dentist. That 
5s either a fact, or it is not a fact. As soon as a 
Doctor cannot find out w'h'at is wrony with yo11: 
he will ask you to see about your teeth. But in  this 
Rill you allow Mr. "X" to go into a Registerecl 
Nursing Home where he get his rubbed 
~ n d  he can get relief for medical expenses; hilt 
nfien a person is suffering from bad tecih and gets 
dental treatment, he get back cent by 
way of allowance. What sort of thing is that? 1 can 
understand the Hon. Premier bsingi1!?; fomard 
this Bill, but I cannot understand the HQ,,. BIinister 
of Sociad Services, who is a Doctor bringing forward 
this Bill. 

I am submitting to this Chamber th-11 this 
ticular Clause of this Bill should be anlvltded. yell 
can go and get what is called a Turkish Bath at 

Clinic; you can corn? away feelirg smnrr yell 
get off an allowance fur that expense. On the 
tlmd, you cannot get off one cent ir ~espect  (,f 
dental expenses! If v ~ c  suggest that the further 
consideration of this Bill or any otllcr Bill be 
postponed, it is r o t  that we are just letting c ! ~  
!jot air. 

1 notice that since our discussion on this Bill 
I ~ s t  week, the Hon. Mi~ i s t e r  of Social Services has 
n:ade certain amendments. Here is a Hill. Mr. Chair- 

1 poillts was with respect to the inclusion of allowance 
for medical attention by a registered d(enta1 surgeon. 
The other point ww with respect t o  whether or  not the 
Governmellt will the $20 which is stated in the 
Bill that a person will have to spend before he can 
be considered for allowance. I submit to this Gov- 
ernment that with ,.he actual by doe- 
tors today and the screning which is done at 
Hospital, very few persons can get away without 
paying for hospitalisation. Therefore, with persons 
k h o  are working for, say $60, $m or $1m per month, 
or $15 Or $20 a week, when you say to him that during 
the year he spends $30 or $40 on medical attention to 
himself or his wife that  he must stand the first $2q; 
therefore, if he spends $20 the Government is not 
*in.. to allow anything for that, I cannot agree 
with That is not the action of a sopialist aov- 
erFm;nt I apee with you yell must give 
relief where it is most necessary. 

While I am not going into the intricacies of 
what my colleagues submitted, I must say that for  
some people the $20 which they must stand first WOW 

more to tha for 'Ome p e ~ p l e  who pay 
d2,000 for medical a t te~t ion .  I t  is for that reason t h a ~  
I the Government. you 
might collect your greatest amount of taxes from 
those people in the highest brackets, you must bear in  
mind that the qeatest  number of your taxpayers 
is in the middle and lower brackets. It is those 
people who will suffer when you say you are not 
allowing anything until they stand the first $20. 

\mile this Bill is not under the portfolio of the 
Minister in charge of it, i t  is for him alone as Minis- 
ter of Health to put  up  an appeal for alhvance to  
the Government. NO. Minister of Government can 
appreciate the situation as he can. I f  the Honour- 
able Premier was in  charge of this Bill 1 would ask 
the Hon. Minister of Health if what I said is not a- 
fact. I t  is a fact that in seven out of ten eases a doe- 
tor will tell his patients that they must see dental 
surgeon. I am going to say no more $now on this 
clause; 1  ill wait and see what is the attitude of the 
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Hon. Minister 01 Social services. although on the 
last occasion he did; not agree that tnis b~slll snoulu 
De sent to a Select Committee, yet by h s  agreeing to 
the postpo~lement 01 a Clause lor  iurther consiclera- 
tion and his colning back here today with amendments 
to Clauses of the 8111 show that some of the sugges- 
tions which honourable members made on tnat ocea- 
sion were worthy of consideration. I am now making 
a further a2peal to him to see that i t  is necessary that 
he postpones this Clause for further consiueration. 
He should see by now that this $20 which a man 
must stand before he can get allowance off for medi; 
cal attention should be cut out. The Hon. Minister 
of Social Services has to advise the Barbados Govern- 
ment on matters of health and i t  is for him to say 
whether or not we should insert in  this Clause "and 
registered: dental surgeon". I want to hear what he 
has to say on this point. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: We have heard 
all that honourable members have had to say about 
these allowances; as a matter of fact, there has been 
a lot of t d k  on medical allo~vaiices as regards the 
effect of the initial amount which the taxpayer has 
to pay. I do not accept the argument that this $100 
should be increased. I t  has been argued quite cor- 
rectly on the other side that all these allowances are 
arbitrary. I n  the same way that you allow a tax- 
payer to claim $1,300 if he has a wife to support and 
$270 for each child, it has been argued by the hon- 
ourable junior member for the City that this $100 
should be considered in the same way. I am saying 
that they ?re all allowances and I think that the 
same principle runs through them. 
6.20 p.m. 

I think the same principle runs through them all 
even including medical allowances. As far as $201 is 
concerned 1 suppose that might also be arbitrary. 
You do not lake the $20 into consideration. I11 short, 
the Government may feel that you deserve SOEe con- 
sideration from medical expenses, ',ut on the other 
hand I do not feel yell should get every dollar off. 
We begin at  somewhere and fix a certain figure above 
which you have to return for medical expenses. I t  
has been argued that this income tax hits the poor 
man harder than the rich man; that applies to all 
allowances. The $1,300 you give off for a married 
man living with his wife hits the poor man harder 
than the rich man, that is, the man working for $25 
or  $30 a week. I do not see any difference in prin- 
'c~ple. The same principle applies to his chil?lren. 
Why fix it a t  $2701 Nobody knows. There was some 
point made as regards dental and optical treatment 
and I will take them into consideration. By that I 
mean, if this Bill is passed we could consider these 
two includiqg dental and optical expenses which 
would come as an amendment to this, brit as regards 
the other contentions about the $20 and expenses in 
general, as I said, I really do not see any difference 
between expenses for $100 for medical expenses and 
the $20 if all that applies to the other allowances as 
regards wif.1 and children. 

Mr. E .  D. MOTTILlEY: Mr. Chairman, one point 
which thn Hon. Minister raised was that the $20 
might be arbitrary. 

Hon. DV R. C1 H. CUMMINS: T said in my 
opinion. This is really not mv Bill and T am not say- 
ing that I am acauainted mith it. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I am not accusing the 
honourable member of anything. He knows no more 
about the intricacies of income tax than anybody else. 
H e  sa,id the $20 m i ~ h t  be arbitrary. Government 
fee1 a man is deservin~ of somethino- off his medical 
exnenses, but not all. You forgot to say you are not 
entitled to all and you must stand some of the ex- 
penses, but you must rememb~r that today a? soon 

as he starcs off you are saying: "we can only give 
you up to $50.  he Hon. ~Vlinister has said that 
is his view, but l &m nere su~mltt i i ig  tuat I cannot 
see t h ~ s  is dealing with the legal technicalities and 
the intricacies of income tax. Therefore, I cannot 
see a Government with a medical man on their side 
who would not take his advirje on a matter or that 
&wt. 1 am submitting here tonight that, with your 
experience, you know that if you have 1,000 people 
ill the lower bracket and not one of these people is 
getting aff anything, it is qoing them no service. Not 
one member of the Government has the experience 
better than the lfinister of Health. I go further 
than other members, over the point raised about 
optical and dental treatment. I know the answer. 
There is no answer to dental treatment, but you are 
going to give people who walk into a n  optician's offiee 
and buy a pair of glasses and put  on their eyes; 
but where it is proved, before you take the allow- 
anoe purely from the oculist you have to have regis- 
tration which is long overdue for oculists. The 
time has come when opticians should be registered 
and pay a fee. The Minister knows that well enough. 
Where the yerson is qualified in the business I submit 
that they should be registel-ed and made to pay a 
fee. Just imagine having to guide the Minister on 
that ! Let us say we are going to pass i t  tod,ay ! 
Well, he says to this House that you can advise the 
Government that this can be put in. There is no 
argument that this can be put in. A registered 
dental practitioner is not any man who turns up  
and ~ u t s  in teeth, and I submit that he should be 
put in. 
6.30 p.m. 

Will the Hon. Minister say that between the 
passing of this Bill here and the Bill going to the 
Other Place, he will discuss the matter and put in 
the word -'Dental?" I hope thak the Hon. Miinister 
will not adopt the attltude of some members of the 
(iovernment; they brmg down a illemare; we on 
this side, oppose it, and they pass it as it i:. I submi: 
that on reflection and on re-consideration, the Hon. 
Minister is bound to see with us. I put it in thls 
way; will the hoa. member find out how many people 
are paying I n c ~ m e  Tax in this country 8 Let him 
look at  the various graaes and if what I am saying 
is not true, thell do not worry with it. Idet them get 
these facts from the Income Tax Commissioner. L 
am submitting that this $20 should b ~ .  allowed ;i 

man in the lower bracket; I am saying that the 
I-Ion. Minister's personal opinion in this matter 
should weigh heavily with his Executive, because 
of his thirty odd years' experience as a Doctor. His 
opinon is not expert )n Income Tax; he is dealing 
with this matter as a Registered Medical Practitionw, 
seeing people and knowmg what the position is. The 
Hon. Minister should see that this $20 should bt: 
taken off You can bring anybody you like to bring, 
may be; whenever he ;s finished, I will have my say. 
I do not think anybody would say that this argu- 
sent for the removal of this $20 is not r ~ g h t ;  if 1 

is your intention to 'celp the poor people in an;r 
may, then this first $20 should be allowed; othervisr: 
~ ~ o u  do not intend to help poor people. 

Mr. LEWIS: If thc Hon. Minister in charge of 
this Bill feels that an allowance for medical expenses: 
and Insurance Premiums are the same as the dloxv- 
ance for a wife and a child, that is his opinion, and 
nobody can change it. I t  is strange that in every 
Country they have had experience over years alid 
years and years with regard to Income Tax and we 
have not had i t  here. There are certain aspects of 
this matter which should appeal to the honoura',le 

1 member, because they have been amply demonstrated 
1 and he must know something from his own experience 



- MARCH -- - - - - -- -- - - - -- 

To give every man in this Country, from the lowest 
paia person to the richest person, the same per- 
,sunal allowance must be arbitrary. There are many 
people who have not got the $1,300 which you allow 
as the entire m o u n t  which they have to spend on 
themselves and their families for a whole year; but 
there are people who make that amount in  the course 
of a day or a half day. I say it is arbitrary because 
it does not work any hardship on people who are able 
to stand i t ;  b a  when it comes to this amount which 
is to be allowed for medical expenses, you know wh& 
these expenses are. 

I am putting forward these points to the Hon. 
Wioister, and I am adung him if he does not think 
that this matter is worth a little further considera- 
tion. Look a t  how many Doctors there are at  the 
Hospital; you have the Director of Science and 
Agriculture and others, and there are people occupy- 
ir-g Government houses, and what does the Gover1:- 

sayt They say 'liat it is worth 5% of your 
income to pay house rent. If that is so, is there 
anything wrong in saying that 3% is for your 
. .edical expenses? Le? them ask the people to stall3 
that  amount. I ask the Hon. Minister to see that ii 
a rich man is paying in the 75% bracliet, and he 
has an  operation at  the Hospital, and the Surgeon 
chrlrges him he pays nothing more than if you 
go to the Hospital and the Surgeon charges you $45 
for an operation. The Government giver him back 
an amount to bring it back to $45. Look at holV 
many people are bordering on paying Jllcome TaA 
and who will have to pay $100. The poor man pays 
$45 for his operation and the rich man has reall;l: 
paid the same thing for his operation. 

The member *yS that he amend the 
Act. If that is his object, let us get something rather 
than nothing; but it is so unfortu-ate that we havr 
a his position when, in  another week or two, you 
could get the At to rne~  General, the Fillance Corn- 
rnissioner, together with members of this IIouse, and 
they may be able to work out what the schenl+ 
would cost you. ~ l ~ h ~ ~ ~ h  the I~~~~~ T~~ law is 
very complicated, Mr. Chairman, it is wrung to thinv 
that this is a complicated part of it. If there is on*: 
thing about the Income T"~x law which simple, it 
is the deduction for tllese medical expenses. ~t is 
there for a child to read and understand it. 1 am 
very sorry to see that I am forced to make the motiou 
which I am going to make, and i t  is that the further 
consideration of this Bill be postponed. 
S.40 p m .  

Hon. M. E. COX. Mr. Chairman. +he ho,:. 
junior member for the ci ty would have this commit- 
tee to believe that this Bill has been drafted for the 
lenefit of the rich people. 

Now, Sir, he said that as regards a man who is 
in the higher brackets, if he is in the $6;800 brackets, 
he pays 75% of that to the Income Tax Department 
and equally so if he spends $100 he gets off 75% ; 
whereas a man in the $500 brackets only gets off 3% 
or 75 clents because his tax will only be $15 and when 
that is taken off he only pays $14.25. If the hon. mem 
ber will look a t  the rate of taxation unde; the A d ,  he 
will see that it is not a question of helping any rich 
mm. neither is i t  a question of doiner anv small 
man an  injustice. The rates before us are as fo110w~~. 

On the first $500 of taxable income the rate i-- 
3%. 

On the next $500 of taxable income the rate is 
6%. 

On the first $1.W0 of taxable income the rate 1s 
12%. 

On the next $1.00fl of taxable income the rate is 
: 9%. 
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On the next $1.00 of taxable income the rate is 
24%. 

On the next $1.00 of taxable income the rate is 
30%. 

When you get to $3,000 taxable income the rat? 
is 40%- 

When you get to $4,000 taxable income the rate 
is 5O%. 

When you get to $6,000 taxable income the rate 
is 6 0 ~ .  

When you get to the next $6,0001 taxable income 
che rate is 70% and thereafter the rate it, 75%. 

You must have some basis on which you cal 
culate your rate of income tax. It is logical: if a 
man, for example, who has to  pay income tax on 

income of $12,000 at the rate of 70%, he ia 
paying to the Income Tar ~omm~ssioner a sum 
$4,200 out of that amount, whereas if a man only 
is rateable on $500 taaable income he is only paying 
$15. If, for example, he has to pay medical expenses 
aria $25 is deducted from the $500, he will be paying 
to the Income Tax Commissioner $14 25. As I 
pointed out, the 25 cents will be taken off. For a 
man who has a taxable income of $G,,&,, of the $25 
which he is allowed for medicine, when you deduct 
i t  he will get off $14.25 whereas the man who pays 
in the $500 brackets will only get off 75 cents. There 
must be some basis On which you must work' The 
hon. junior member for the City must know that 
whereas in the first case with a taxpayer in the 
lower brackets the rate is 3%> with a 
in the higher brackets the rate is 70%. Therefor2 
to that this was done to rich man is 
beside the point. Again, I will say that a rich mall 
pays as high as 70% when he reaches a certain 
bracket whereas a man in the lower brackets only 
pays 3%. 

The hon. junior member for  the City said thrtt 
: OU should give up  to a taxpayer 3% of his income 
for m e d i a  expenses. I n  other m d s ,  he said that 
'5 YOU money on medical expenses, you shoul~l 
be given i t  rather than it be taken from assessable 

It be given as a lump thg 
person. That argument might be all very well iq 
theory but one can never tell what expenses one 
would create- Fo r  example, there are people who 
can spend quite a lot of money by going out of the 
"loony to get medical treatment m d  they will be 
able to say that they have spent SO much on medical 
expenses, therefore they must get i t  back. They 
will be able to go into any private hospital or 
n ~ r ~ i n g  home and spend whatever they want ancl 
get i t  back on the honourable member's suggestion. 
I n  this case, we are trying to reduce the burden as 
far as possible and are still trging to maintain ou, 
financial position in order that we might be aMe 
to carry out the many things which we have to do 
on our 

I should also make this point: if $200 is taken 
off for medical expensec, it is likely to push the 
individual taxpayer into a lower bracket in which 
ca3e he will pay a l o w e ~  income tax. I n  other words, 
a taxpayer who pays on a taxable income of $1,000, 
as I pointed out just now, pays a t  the rate of 12%. 
[f $100 is taken off that taxable income, it is likelv 
to push him in the $51Kt taxable income bracket, sr, 
instead of his paying 12%, he will only pay 6% 
Similarly, if $100 is taken off a taxpayer who pa-p  
taxes in the 18% bracket, it is likely to push him in 
the 12% bracket, thercfore he will pay less incorn,. 
tax. That is a poirt which the hon. junior membel 
for the City failed to mention. He did not mention 
that point. He may not have mentioned i t  for obvio~l: 
reasons. 
6.50 p.m. 
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I t  is a fact that as soon as you take off-I am not 
saying that every income will be one, two or three 
thousand dollars, but I am quoting a case if the mail 
has an  income of $1,0100 and pays in that  bracket, 
if part is taken off to put him back in a lower bracket. 
Quite a lot L a x  been said, Mr. Chairman, about dental 
treatment and so on, but while it is true, I do not 
want to make the same mistake as other members who 
debated the principle of the Bill in  detail, because I 
would have thought, the principle of the Bill having 
been accepted, we would only deal with the particulal 
section, but the whole Bill has been debated. How- 
ever, as the Hon. Leader of the House, the Minister 

of  Social Services has said, that point can be raised 
elsewhere and discussed, and I think i t  was gone into 
vary thoroughly before it came to the House, and I do 
not think a t  this stage that it is likely to be changed. 
Nuch speculation hag been lnrzbde about smaller man 
i n  the lower bracket and so on, but Mr. Chairman, 
if you remember, I think it was last year when the 
allowances were increased, the honourable senior 
member for the City spoke about the man earning 
$60, $814 $90, $100. If I remember correctly the 
allowaiice for married people is $1,300, so even if a 
.nan works for $100 a month he would not have an3 
taxes to pay at all. 

Mr. LEWIS:  What Bill are you debating now"? 
Hon. M .E. COX: I am debating tne principle 01 

this income tax Bill, and I am saying t h a ~  no married 
person who works for $100 a month has any income 
tax to pay because a taxable income only starts after 
a n  individual works for $1,300. I t  starts from $1 
after $1,300 and not $1,200, so a single map would 
pay and even if he pays on the first $5010 it is only 
3% which means something like $15 a year. The hon- 
ourable junior member for St. Michael, my colleague, 
referred to allowanses. He said that allowances 
should be given to people who have seven or eignt 
children, but on that, Ms. Chairman, I would like 
to remind him that with the allowance of $270 per 
child, you csn multiply that and see how much that 
means plus the $1,300, plus if the individualJ has 
an  insurance allowance for premiums, and that would 
carry the individual up to $4,000 before he has to 
pay anythi~ig at all;  and then when his taxable 
income starts, he nays on $500 which brings him 
back down to jucC $15. 

BIr. LEWIL )fr. Chairman, it would have been 
better if some ho~~aurable members did not speak il 
this debate, and the Hon. Minister is one of them. 
The sort of argument he puts down is what I would 
have expected from a person like Sir Harold Austin, 
but certainly not from the honourable member. 1 
do not know where he got his figures from, but he 
thinks he is smart enough in pushing out people out 
of one bracket into another. He does not know how 
to  read the Income Tax Bill to fix the rates. He 
thinks wheil you have $10,000 it is time you pap . . . . 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr Chairman, I do not think, 
I know it is calculated at  3% on the first $500, 676 
on the next $500, 12% on the next $1,000 and so on, 
on a sliding scale. I would tell the honourable mem- 
ber that I a n  not so stupid as he thinks. 

Mr. L'EWIS: The honourable member is not as 
stupid as I think; he is more stupid. He said $6,000 
is a t  70%. Mr. Chairman, th'ere is a difference be- 
tween the first $500 and the next $1,000. Do you mean 
to tell me that to give off $100 would cause you t o  
lose 4% or 6% on $1,0008 I t  is not true 1 If i t  is $100 
i t  is not the only thing that would put you in another 
hracket: the only thing you would lose is 6% on 
S100 and to say what you said show., that you do not 
!mow what you are talking about. We have armled 
that you can start off with $250 or $300 and: if yn7 

work our system you can afford to do it, and it would 
~ o t  cost you as much as this is going to cost you, an  
i t  would not cost a poor man more. Do you think the W- 
people m the United States and Canada can d o r d  
not to collect income tax?  And after many years 
they have discovered that they a n  go further; they 
allow a maa to stand 4% of his income. Let us say 
you cut i t  down to 3% ; they are experitencing that. 
They satid you must pay for i t  in  the year. I t  ia 
unreasonable; and do you mean to tell me that after 
years and years you cannot take up an  Income Ta,x Act 
now and t ry  i t  out? Anybody who can pay for medi- 
cal attention you can allow them that. These people 
could afford this: therefore make the amount so that 
they are to stand more. Make i t  3% on the $10,000 
or $15,0001 that they are going to pay on, but  let a man 
stand 3% of his smaller amount. They are  asking a 
man to pay 5% of his salary as rent, 37% as medical C 

expenses. What about people who do not pay income 
tax at  all? Do you know that they have medical 
expenses and are not the type to get i t  free? d 

If the Hon. Minister uiiderstood me to say this 
is deliberately drafted to help rich people, I did not c 
say that; but whenever you interfere with the In- 
come Tax Act, you benefit rich people. I cap bring 
all the amendments to the Income Tax Act for years, 
and show you that whe th~r  you intended it or not, 
it happened. 
7.00 p.m. 

Let us take the allowances which you are giving 
now; these are property owners, buyers of maciliilery 
and all of them get the benefit of this Act. And the 
rich man with his expenses, is getting the benefit of 
these allowances too! How many times am I to say 
that the Government is making the people who should 
pay, a present. I n  the case of a man who is paying in 
the 60% bracket, and you make hiin responsible fol 
$100 of his expenses, see what you will save; you will 
save $60. That will give ten people off $100, who a r e  
paying in the 60% bracket. Out of every $100 YOU 
give $60, not $75. You can only go as far as the in- 
telligence of people ; if they are stupid or ignoran', .a 
that is the Government you have; but this is too fool- 
proof a thing to escape attention. I am sorry to see 
that in this year in which you will have Elections, 
thls Goverrnnent is so blind that they are putting for- 
ward sometLing with which people can break their 
necks on tht, political platform. 

I all1 not saying that they have drafted tile 8111 
this way, but they are people whom you value. l linov\ 
one of them who has said: "Lemis, you are JUSi  

quibbling." I said: "1 an1 not quibbling for you 
because you are paying in the 40% bracket, and the 
most that they will give me is $6." Do you mean to 
qay that you tell me that you can stand $20, and I 
must stand the same $201? Honestly, I am sure that 
if the members of the Government were willing tc 
~ e e  my point of view and put it before therr Officers, 
that point of view would be carried out in the space 
of 5 minutes. 

a 
'"?\, 

All that the hon. senior melnber for St. &Iichaci 
has said is wrong; the argument which he has used is 
'Uhe argument of the very rich, not even the nearly rich. 

Mr. GODDARD: 1 beg to second the motioo 
t 

'hat the further consideration of this Bill be post- 
poned. 

The question that the further consideratiort of 
this Bill be postpomed was put and resolved i n  the 
nteyative, a div6.~ion being taken as follows:- 

Ayes: Messrs. F. L. WALCOTT, E.  K. WALCOTI', 
I ~ W I S ,  GODDARD and 2. D. MOTTUEY-5. 

Xoes: Hon. Dr. E. G. H.  CUMMINS, Hon. M. E. 
COX, Hon. R. G. -P, Mrs. BOURNE, Messrs. HOLDFR, 
HRYAN, VAUGHAN and M&-.--8. -t 
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T h e  question t ha t  CEause 10 as anzt~?:ded s t a w f  
part of the Bill was pu t  am7 resolved irb :he a f f i r m o  
t i v e  wi thout  d i v i s k a .  

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman 
l am asking leave to re-commit Clause 15. 

There  being objection, leave was  granted the 
Hon. Minister. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: There are two 
amendments which I am asking leave to insert in 
this Clause. 

There  being no objection, leave w m  granted thr  
Hm. Miwister. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H CUMMINS: The first amend 
ment is t o  delete paragraph (b) thereof and substi- 
tute therefor the following new paragraph- 

(b) by deleting from sub-section (1) thereof aLi 
the words appearing therein immediately 
after the word "shall" in line four thereof 
to the end or' that subsection and substi- 

tuting therefor the words- 
"in any case where an  appeal is made 
to that Sourt without first appealing 
to the Appeals Committee be given to 
the Commissioner and in all other 
cases such seven days notice shall be 
be given to the respondent.'' 

That is in cofisequence of the amendment which 
Sas been made relative to the Appeals Committee. 
The other amendment is to insert immediately after 
paragraph (b ) thereof the following new paragraphs 

' (c) by deleting from subsection (3) thereof the 
words "appellant demands that his" appear- 
ing therein and substituting therefor the 
words- 

< ' taxpayer demands that the appeal" ; ' 
' (b) by deleting from buasection (4)  thereof 

the word "assessment" where it first 
appears thkrein and substituting therefor 
the word - 

" decision' ', 
I beg to move that Clause 15 as amexided stall11 

part of the Bill. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: I should just like to asb the Hon. 

Minister one question. There is a Bill on the Order 
Paper having for its object, the giving of relief for  a 
legally adopted child. Could we not work that amend- 
ment in this Bill, and  let one Bill be signed? 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H CUMMINS: I will deal with 
that Bill. 

Mr. LEWIX: If my further consideration is 
given to the Bill which is before us I would like to 
my that there is a case which has been brought tf> 
my attention. We have legalised divorce in  this 
Country and in the case of a man who is given tlu? 
castody of his children, no housekeepe~ allowance 
can be given in respect of these children. That is very 
had. 
7.10 p.m. 

40n.  Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: If the hon. 
lnember can improve on that information, I will 
ronsider it. 

Mr. LEWIS: To tell you the truth, Sir, if h-. 
will accept an amendment, I have it here for him. Tf 
he accepts the principle I mil make an amendment. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. 13. CUMMINS : Perhaps that, 
would be better if i t  ,vere ma,de on the Sill which 
me are about to deal with. Let us deal with this Bill 
avd finish with it. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Pot- instance, Sir, Section 20 is 
one of the Sections which we are amending in this 
Rill. I t  is one which cieals with leqallv adopted 
;*hildren. I do not sez any reason for your having 
IWO amendments to one Section. 

T7ze question, t ha t  C l a w e  2 stand part w ~ s  pv t  
.xnd resolved ia t h e  a f f i rmat ive  wi thout  cilivi~ion. 

On, motion, o f  Hon.  Dr .  H .  G. H .  CUlUMINd,  
seceded b y  Hon.  LW. E. COX, Mr.  CHdlRMAi\' 
reported tlze passing of t he  Bi l l  in G'omr?zittee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed t h e  Chair  and reported 
according1 y. 

0% separate motioms of H o n .  Dr.. H .  G. E l .  
('UMMINS, seconded hy H o n .  M. E. COK, in, each 
case, t he  Bi l l  was  rea,; a th i rd  t ime  and passed. 

CURRENCY NOTES BILL 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
am asking leave to take charge of Order No. 2 
which stands in the name of the Hon. Premier. 

There  being ?to objectio* leave w m  granted t he  
Hon .  Premier.  

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the day now 
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Social 
Services: Second reading of a Bill to repeal thc 
Acts of this Island which provide for the issue 9f 
currency notes issued by the Commissioners of Cur- 
rency of the Colonies of British Guiana and Trini- 
dad and Tobago, to effect amendments to the Cur- 
rency Act, 1950, cons2quent upon the repeal of the 
aforementioned Acts, mid to provide for matters 
incidental thereto or connected therewith. 

Hun. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 
this is a Bill which deals with currency notes. The 
hbjects and Reasons c£ the Bill reads as follows:- 

The Currency Notes Act, 1950 and the Agree- 
ment in the First Schedule thereto provide for a 
::niform currency in the Eastern Group of the 
Sritish Caribbean territories. 

Now that steps have been taken b ~ .  the Gov- 
ernmerts of the territories within that Group to 
demonetize and facilitate the withdrawal from circu- 
lation of currency notes issued by the Currency 
Commissioners of Barbados, British Guiana, and 
Trinidad and Tobago, clause two of this Bill seeks to  
give effect to the provision in  that Agreement w h i d  
requires this Government to repeal the Government 
Currency Notes Act, 1937. 

The opportunity is taken to  repeal the Currency 
Notes (Reciprocal Legal Tender) Act, 1941 as tht: 
demonetization of British Guianese and Trinidad and 
Tobago Currency notes deprives i t  of its purpose 
which was to afford recognition as legal tender to 
those currency notes. 

Clause three of the Bill s e e b  to provide that the 
amount standing to the credit of the Note Security 
Fund established under the Government Currency 
Notes Act, 1937, shall be transferred to general 
revenue, and that any claims arising against that 
fund shall be met from general revenue. 

Clause four of the Bill seeks to amend the 
Currency Act, 1950 so as to re-enact the provisions 
of the Government Currency Notes Act, 1937 dealing 
with offences in respect of currency notes. 

In shnrt, it means that since there is uniform 
currency throughout the British Caribbean, the time 
has come to amend certain Acts in order that this 
dsmonetizatior, should proceed in  order. 

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second 
time. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Spealrer, this is a Bill which 

one should expect to get a little more information 
when it comes in here to be dealt with. I wonder if 
the Ministers of the Government have been reading 
a statement issued in the Ojficriat Gazette  by the 
Currency Board. For  instance, if I ask the question: 
can ansr honourable m,ember or any honourable Min- 
ister tell me what is the vdue  of our currency notes 
which are still in circulation; have any of the Min- 
isters got that information on this Bill? That i s  



iiiformation which they should have. It is a verj 
rare tning for allybody to see a Trinidad, fiulbado, 
o r  British Guiana note. 
7.2Q p.m. 

I have asked people in the other colonies and 
they told me that i t  1s a most unusual sight. You, Alr. 
Speaker, must know tnat i t  is a must unusual  sigh^ 
i n  Barbados, but, Sir, if neither Minister knows, I 
can tell them that it is $l% million in these notes 
that are still supposed to b'e in circulation this year. 
LA VOICE: It may be a little bit more.] One Minis- 
ter said it may be a little bit more; he may have said 
i t  was a little less. They might have got in a few 
more dollars since then. He may be right, but he i., 
wrong. If he knew how to guess he would have 
guessed right, but this is something that we must 
take some cognisance of. With $l% million still in 
circulation, is this the time to have these withdraw11 
as legal tender. Can any of them say why that is 
so? 

Mr. Speaker, it might interest honourable men1 
bers to know that so f a r  as Barbados is concernecl. 
for many years or centuries we have been short now 
and again for currency; and when the Barbados 
people issued their own notes they caused coiifuslun 
They did not know what they were doing and there- 
fore handed over to the Currency Board. They 
issued coin3 and they have to use the old ones 
because they did not know what they were doing. 
You cannot withdraw sixpences and threepences be- 
cause the Currency Board does not know what it is 
doing, and if you go to the Bank for money they 
have to give you the old coins because the people 
we have doing this business know nothing of what 
they are doing. I will tell you a story of what 
happened with these notes. When the Caribbean 
Currency Notes came in, the people we have here 
allowed the Banks to send the notes back to Trini- 
dad. How would they ever know how many notes 
are in  circulation if they allow that to happen? 
They should have been collected by  the Currency 
Board, and only after a very long time they did that. 
Not only that, our own Barbados Currency Board 
was so shortsighted that they allowed Trinidad 
and Demerara to come and augment. You will 
remember that  Trinidad and British Guiana had 
more notes in circulation than Barbados for in- 
stance, m d  we had to support the invested funds 
of these other colonies to the extent to allow them 
to borrow and you cannot see a Barbados note i*n 
Trinidad or Demerara or the other islands. I would 
like to know. Sir, if this Bill is just to make i t  not 
legal tender for those people who still have this 
money and that is what you call demonetizing. 
They have given sufficient time for bringing them 
in, but i t  is over $l% million and the Barbados 
amount is $40,000 to $50,000. If I knew that the 
Bill was coming up now, I would have brought 
along the last statement on the question, but in 
Barbados i t  is $40,000 to $50,000 alone, n~hich is ? 

small percentage of $l% million in the three colo- 
nies. So I hope we are not passing legislation to 
deprive people of the value of any notes they are 
withholding. I t  is possible that of that $40,0001 still 
outstanding, $30,008 may have been destroyed and 
that is what the Government is banking on. I 
have not had anybody to explain the force of this 
Act, but I hope we will see our way to assist 
people who might not exactly understand the pur- 
pose and the reason for these things; and if they 
do produce these notes after the Bill is passed, they 
will be given their $1, $2 or $5 for them and not 
bd liable to lose money because they did not under- 
stand what was ha~peninp .  

The questioa~ that the Bill be now r e d  a second 
Itme was put and resolved in  th8e affirmni.,i~v withoqrt 
c3iuision. 

On motion of Hon,. Dr. H. G'. ET. (IUI1LII/III\;X, 
arconded by Hon. M .  F. COX, 1lLr. EYE--IKh!B Left 
tlze Chan'r, and the House wanit ilzto Comm%ttee  or^ 

the Bill, Mr. SMIl'H bung in the Chair. 
'7.30 p.m. 

On tha motion of Hon. Dr. H.  G. H.  CUMMINX, 
.\econa'ed by  Hon. iU. E. COX, the Yreanthle was posi- 
poned. 

Claz6ses 1 and 2 were called and passed. 
Clause 3 was culled. 
Hon. Dr. H .  C-. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move 

that Clause 8 stand part of the Bill. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: Perhaps I should compliment 

the Government in trying to snatch as much as i t  
can before Federation is agreed upon. This money 
would have gone that way if they had agreed on F'ed- 
zrntion; all of this moi~ey might have been includetl 
In the Federation. 

!Z1he question that Chuse 3 stand part of the 
C.ilZ wcus p t  and resol,-ed in, the affirmnfioe witholbt 
division. 

Clause 4 was called anld passed. 
The Preamble toas &led and agreed to. 
On the motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMXNS, 

seconded by  Hon. N,. E. C,OX, the CHAZI2MA.N rre- 
ported the passimg of the Bill &n Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER remmad the Chair and reported 
accordingLy. 

On wtioms of Horn. Dr. H. C.. H. CUNiWINS, 
seconded by* Ronl. M. E.  COX, in each m e ,  the B%X 
was read a third time and passad. 

THE INCOME TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1956. 
Hon. Dr. H. Q. H. CUMIc1INS: Mr Speaker, I 

ask Ieacve to take Order No. 7 as the next Order of the 
Day, and also to  take charge of that Order. 

There b&ng no objedion, leave was pmzlted the 
Em. M%@t0r. 

Hon. Dr. H .  G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 
this is a short Bill which deals with the status 
of adopted children and also the claiming of re- 
13ef in respect of Income Tax. The "Objects and 
Reasons" are as follows : 

"As the law stands tax relief may be clairnu11 
in certain cases for children which expression is 
defined as including step-children and certain ille- 
gitimate children. 

This Bill seeks to amend the Income Tax Act, 
1921 so as to include iii the definition of "children" 
z legally adopted child." 

The object of this Bill is therefore to make 
provision in the Income Tax Act for legally adopt- 
ed children. I beg to move that this Bill be now 
read a second time. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEMrIS: I an? glad to see this Bill. I think 

it meets the point raised by the hon. junior member 
for St. Michael earlier today; at least it is in the 
"Objects and Reasons. " Wow that we a1.c amending 
Fection 20 of the Income Tax Act, I shnuld like to  
say that I have given the Hon. Minister in charge of 
the Bill an amendmert which I understand is necec- 
rary. It is only something which has not been 
thought of, and no dofibt .any Income TRX Commis- 
sioner w40uld feel himself obliged to cowider the 
point for the simple reason that a divorced person 
is regarded for an ali#)wance in t h ~  saxe way as a 
~ ing le  person. V a man is divorced, and he is grante3 
tne custodv of his children. and he ha3 to work, h2 
cannot claim a n  allowance for a housekeeper under 
the present Act. I t  is just that we have not providd 
for a divorced person, and that is why the relief for  
a housekeeper cannot be given. 

I mention that point now so that w5.n we go in- 
to Committee on tthis Bdl. T will & the Hon. Minis- 



ter to accept a n  amendment. If it is a matter which 
he has to refer to the Governor-in-Executive Corn- 
mittee, I am sure that you would find about five or 
six cases in  the Island. Therefore this means prae- 
tically nothing as f a r  as  Income Tax is concerned. 

I am not against the further consideration ot' 
the point. I do not like to spring wrprihes, becaus9 
that is what I objected to earlier in the day. A par- 
ticular case h w  been brought to my attention and 
'L asked those persons  rho are interested in it to  see 
and get an  amendment drafted. I was presented with 
the amendment very lake yesterday afternoon an  l 
that is why I have no+, been able to submit i t  to the 
Hon. Minister before. T thought that this amendment 
might have been considered in the Bill wEich has ju-t 
been passed, but since i t  was not before us 
when tbe principle of the Bill was being 
considered, I have to make allowances for that. 
A person has to prove that he is a divorced 
person, and that he has children; in that 
ease he should have :rn allowance for some sort of 
house-keeper or caretaker for his children. 
7.40 p.m. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. 11. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker, 
1 am in sympathy with what the hon. member has 
said, but it seems to me that the object of these two 
Bills is not on all-fourz with what the hon. member 
has said. I cannot accept the amendment, on my own 
responsibility; I will have to refer it to the Crow11 
Law Officer in order to see how he will consider it. I 
will promise the hon. member to consider it, and 
may be, we will bring it down as a separate Bill for 
conslclera,tion. As he has said, if there are a few 
cases, probably they are so few that consideration 
was not given to them. 

The question, that the Bill be now read a sec- 
osld timt: w m  put and resollved in the afirmativr 
wit7Lcnct division. 

AMENDMENT TO SECTION 20 OF ACT 1921-4 

On motion of Ha@. Dr. H .  G. H .  CUMMIN8, 
ssoonded by  Hon,. M. E. COX, Mr. SPEAKER left 
the Chair and the House wenk into Cqn~mittee c:rz 
the Bill, Mr. BMITE' 3 e k g  in the Chair. 

Clause 1 was callrd and passed. 
Clause 2 was called. It reads as fo1loi~s:- 

2. Subsection (4) of section 
twenty of the Income Tax Act, 1921, 
is hereby amended by inserting im- 
mediahely after the word "includes," 
twhere it appears therein the words- 

"a legally adopted child " 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I bc~g to move 

that Clause 2 stand part. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I forgot to ask 

 he Hon. Minister what progress has hcen made a; 
regards the regulations to adopt children. What i s  
the object of doing this and you cannot adopt a 
t hild ? 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H CUMMINS: We know that 
+he Regulations are ovwdue but the Pact is that thcr.13 
has been, and still is, ? shortage in the Crown La-n 
Officers. The Legal Draughtsman is taken up il; 

making amendments to the Local Government Act 
at  the present moment but we hope in ailother weeli 
or two to finish that a ~ d  one of the first things whicil 
will be done after that is to make regulations for 
such provision. 

The qu.estion that Clause 2 stand part was put 
and agreed to. 

On motion of Hon.. Dr. H .  G.  H .  CUMIWIMS, 
~econded bal Hon. M .  E.  COX, Mr. CHi1,IRMAN 1.8- 
ported the passing of the Bill in, Commiil~e. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumted the Chair and reportzil 
uccolrcEingly. 

On separate motwns of Hon. Dr. H .  C;. H .  CUM- 
'INS, seconded by Hon. -W. E. COX in each case, 
the Bill wns read a tltird time and p s c d .  

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. C U W I N S :  Mr. Speaker, 
that finishes Government Business for this afternoon 
and I am asking to take Order No. 1 of PrivaJte Mem- 
bers Business now. It is ar shorb Vestry Bill. in  con- 
n e c t k  with empowering the St. Thomas Vestry to 

' borrow a sum of money not exceeding 6.500. 

THE VESTRIES (AMENDMENT OF BORROW-, 
ING P(YWEX) BILL, 1955 

Mr. SPEAKER:  Orders No. 1 of Private Mem- 
bers Business stands in the name of the Hon. Minister 
of Social Services : Second reading of a Bill to 
amend the Vestrimes Act, 1911-5. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CIJMWINS: Mr. Speaker, 
this Bill is the usual one which has come before us  i n  
connection with the powers of the Vestries to borrow 
money in the early part of their financial year to 
carry on their business. It has happened before i n  
connection with several other Vestries. Because of 
the high value of money they have been given author- 
lity to expend an  amount over which they were pre- 
viously authorised to borrow. 

As the law stands, Vestries are authorised to  
borrow ~€500. We are asking that in  the case of St. 
Thomas the amount be extended to S2,OW. One 
may say, why do this when in  a short time we may 
have to abolish Vestries; but the fact remains that 
until provision is made by the new Local Govern- 
nlent Act, they will have to borrow. Especially so 
this year, this Vestry wants to borrow some more 
money. 

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second 
time. 

- Hon. M. E.  COX : I beg to second that. 
The question was put anad resolved in the affirm- 

ative hthout division. 
0% motion of Hon. Dr. H .  (r; H.  @UMMINS, 

seoonddd by Horn. M. l$. COX, Mr. XPERKER Zeft 
:he CF~a.lir and the Hoase went lnto Cowmittee on the 
Bill. Mr. BM'ITH bekg in  the G G .  

The Preamble was mIled and postponed. 
Claltses 1, 2 and 3 wwe called separately and 

passed. 
The Preamble was then, culled and passed. 
On moltiort of Hon. IFr. H. G.  H. CUMMINS, 

secondad by Hon. M. E. COX, Mr. CHAIEM'AN r0- 
porfe'ed the pammg of the Ba7Z in Committee. 

Mr. SPEARER warned the Chair and reportsd 
accordingly~ 

0 1 2  separate motwns of Him. Dr. H .  G .  H .  CUX- 
MIiVS, seconded by  Hon. .W. E. COX Ihc Bill was 
read a tkird time and passed. 

The Order Paper having been fied. 
I ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUIIMINS: I beg to move 
that this House do now adjourn until this day week, 
Tuesday, 27th March, 1956, a t  3 o'clock p.m 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The question was p , t  amcE resolced ittt the affirm- 

ative without divisiorz and Mr. 8SEAKER adjourned 
ths House a c c o r ~ g l g ~ .  
8.10 p.m. 




