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THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION 195556

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Tuesday 27th March, 1956.

Pursuant to the adgournment the House of
Assembly met at 3 o’clock p.m. today,

Present :

- His Honour K. N. R. HusBanbps, (Speaker), Hon.
Dr. H. G. H. CumMmixs, C.B.E, M.D., C.M., (Min-
ister of Social Services), His Honour A. B. 8. Lewis
(Deputy Speaker), Hon. M. E. Cox - (Minister of
Communications, Works and Housing), Mr. L. E.
SmirH J.P., (Chatrman of Commaitiees), Hon, R. G.
Marp (Minister of Trade, Industry & Labour), Mr.

T. O. Brvan, Mr, F. C. Gopoparp, (Leader of the

Opposition), Mr. F. E. MiLLer, Mr. J. A. Havnss,
B.A., Mr. J. C.- MorrieEy, Mr. E. St. A. Horper, Mr.
V. B. VaugHAN, Hon. C. B. Tauma (Minister of Agri-
culture, Lands & Fisheries), and Mrs. E. E. BourNE.

Prayers were read.

MINUTES

Mr, SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that Minutes of the last meetings are not
yet ready for confirmation.

DOCUMENTS LAID

Hon. Dr. H. G. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, cn
behalf of the Hon. Premier, I am commanded to lay
Message No. 4/1956, from His Excellency the Gover-
nor to the House of Assembly regarding the proroga-
tion of the Legislature. The Message reads thus:—

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to
inform the Honourable House of Assembly that he
proposes to prorogue the Legislature on Tuesday, the
3rd of April, 1956, at 4 o’clock in the afternoon.

R. D. H. ARUNDELL,
Governor.

Also Statement showing Gross Customs and Ex-
cise Receipts for eleven monthg ended 29th February,
1956.

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Soecia!
Services, to move the House into Committee of Sup-
ply to consider the grant of sums of money for the
service of this Island.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the
House go into Committee of Supply.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS : Mr. Speaker, I am wondering
whether you are ready to enlighten me on the point
which I raised on the last occasion about the Reso-
lution for $127,544.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : Mr. Speaker, on
a point of Order. I would like to say first of all that
the point raised by the hon. member does not con-
cern the motion but when the time comes the hon.
member will get an explanation from the Minister in
charge.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is asking for
enlightenment on the question he raised about the
Resolution for $127,544. He did give us notice of
it a week ago. I will tell the hon. member that it
is my opinion that since this Resolution is for the
acquisition of buses, the only source from which
money Resolutions can come js from the Governor-
in-Executive Committee. It is the only source from
which it can come to this Chamber and the only
source upon which this Chamber can act wupon
Money Resolutions. The Government may at any
time transfer the amount of money to the Govern-
ment Transport Board to administer the money of
the recently established Transport System. The Ad-
ministration of the Government Transpert system
1* a different matter altogether. As a matter
of faet, no Resolution for the acquisition of
tuses can come from any other source. It ecaa
only come in the form of a Resolution from
the (overnor-in-Exeentive Committee, which is
the only authority for us to proceed on a money
Resolution ; so I do not know that there is any irregu-
lar procedure in the Resolution being handled as it
is being handled. T do not think there is any irregu-
larity at all. It means this money may be handed
over to the Board who will in turn assume all its
responsibilities administratively and this Resolution
can only come on the authorisation of the Governor-
in-Executive Committee. That is my ruling.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I am not against
that, Sir, but the point I made was that it was not
an Administrative Board but virtually a Corpora-
tion. That was my point, and with reference to
the point of Order, if T needed to object to the
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Resolution I would have taken objection when the
House was sending it to the Committee of Supply.
3.25 p.m.

The question that His Honour do now leave the
Chavr, and the House go into Committee of Supply,
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House
went into Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being
i the Chasr.

Re-organisation of Water Supplies

Hon. M. E. COX: This Resolution, Mr. Chair-
man, is for the sum of $1. The Addendum states:
The rapid increase in the demand for water
which has resulted from various factors, but
mainly from the increase in population and the
improved standard of living since the reorganisa-
tion of the water supply started in 1950, makes
it necessary to augment the pumping facilities
of the Waterworks Department, and the purpose
of this Resolution is to seek token provision of $1
for two Harland Spindle pumps costing $30,000
each, which are capable of pumping 2,000,000 gal-
lons per day each. The period of delivery of these
pumps is 60 weeks following on order.

The Addendum also explains that it is the inten-
tion of the Government to apply to the Colonial
Development and Welfare Organisation for funds
for this purpose. On the last occasion when 1 at-
tempted to get this Resolution through the House, the
reason was fairly obvious in that the tonger we delayed
in ordering these pumps, the greater is the risk that
the inhabitants of this island might wake up on one
morning to find that there is no water. We have
already lost a week in respect of the delivery of
these pumps, since this delivery requires 60 weeks.

Hon. members will remember that some time ago
a debate took place in this House on this question of
water supply, and I promised the House at that
time that I would give an explanation as to the
position of the water services, and more particularly,
in respect of the pumps. There are four 115 h.p.
pumps and two 96 h.p. pumps which have not been
giving very good service. After various discussions.
suggestions and proposals, it was decided to approach
the makers with a view to having these pumps
exchanged for smaller h.p. pumps. The reason for
that decision was that the 35 h.p. and 45 h.p. pumps
have given good satisfaction since 1935 when they
were installed; but we have had trouble with the
pumps which are over 50 h.p. It is true that with
the exchange we would have had smaller h.p. pumps,
yet it would be possible for us to be kept supplied
with water in case anything took place.

The Report of the Chief Engineer in connection
with these pumps is as follows:—

““At the present moment, the whole Island is
served with water, but this is being effected only by
emergency pumping due to the failure of the four
115 Horse Power Beresford Submersible Pumps at
the Belle and two 96 Horse Power at Haymans. The
other Beresford Pumps of similar Horse Power are
giving excellent service.”’

That is the reason which prompted the Depart-
ment in 1951 to order Beresford Pumps instead of
any other Pumps, because we have had very good
service from the Beresforq Pumps which were in
operation for some time.

The Report of the Chief Engineer goes on as
follows :—

“In 1950, when the provision of the main
Pumps at the Belle was disenssed, it was decided
to instal Beresford Submersibles.

Up to that time s

all Beresfords had given good service on the Island,
and fhere appeared to be little cause to doubt their
efficiency in higher Horse Power’’. They were spon-
sored by the Crown Agents.

‘¢ Aecordingly, in 1951, an order was placed for
four 115 Horse Power Units for the Belle, and two
96 Horse Power Units for Haymans. These were
received in 1952, in which year the Haymans’ Units
started working, while the four Belle Units function-
ed from 1953.

One of the Belle Pumps ran without trouble for
24 years, one for 2 years, but the other two did not
survive a year, and after major repairs necessitating
despateh to the United Kingdom, only lasted another
six months and three months respectively, and have
been unreliable since.

Of the two Haymans’ Units, one worked through
from March, 1952, to December 1955 continuously
and the other from Marech, 1952, to Fetruary, 1956
with a four months’ break from January, 1953 1o
May, 1953.

Except for two of the Pumps at the Belle, the
percentage of the time available for work in com-
parison with the period installed is, in all cases, over
90 %, but when it is remembered that it should be
100 %, it can be realised what anxiety is shouldered
by those responsible for the supply of water.

Government have approached the makers with
the suggestion of an exchange of these six highly-
powered Pumps for a similar number of less Horse
Power.”’

I may say at this stage, that it does not appear as
if the makers are willing to make the exchanges. As
a matter of fact, they represent that if they were to
exchange these pumps or take them back, they could
not dispose of them; but I should like to mention
ihat the matter is still being discussed, and the de-
velopments and decision will be conveyed to the
ITouse in due course.

The Report goes on:—

“No reply has yet been received, but if they
agree it would make all Submersible Units inte:-
changeable, which i3 a great advantage. The design
of the Unit appears to be deficient for Horse Power
above 50 and the makers admit it required modifica-
tiom.

The local Agents, the Barbados Foundry Limi-
ted, have done all that was humanly possible to miti-
gate all trouble and difficulties, but with underground
water resources, reliable pumping is essential.

It is therefore proposed to order two Harland
Spindle Pumps capable of raising two million gallons
per day each at the Belle. The period of supply is
60 weeks, but they are worth waiting for. The Crown
Agents have been asked to obtain a quota for Units
suitable for the conditious to be met.

Now, T would just like to say this, owing to the
fact that on the last oecasion some hon, members in
reference to the pumping of water said that it was a
very expensive job. One hon, member remarked that
£1,000 was wasted every year, and all that sort oi
thing. Therefore T have tried to get these figures
in order that the House should be aware of what has
heen spent on these pumps from time to time. The
annual cost of repairs by the Barbados Foundry is
$840. The annual cost to the CQovernment when the
pumps were returned to the makers for repairs
averaged $2,558. As T have said, this ficure does
not represent the cost in every year. As I pointed
cut on the last occasion, in servicing these pumps
thex are removed, accordine to the maker’s direction
every one thousand hours and that costs $300 a vear.
T may say that thet servicing is done by the Water-
works Department. The cost of transporting these
pumps to and from the United Kingdom is $2.320.
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That is the information which I have for the House
so far as these pumps are concerned.

Now, we have been reliably informed that while
these Harland pumps cost quite a considerable sum
—and more than the Beresford pump— it is a fact
that the ‘Harland pumps are capable of giving about
20 years’ service without having to interfere with
them. As I have mentioned just now, ysu can get a
Beresford pump in three or four months, whereas as
regards the Harland pump it takes 60 weeks to get
the order coming to you. As regards the Harland
pumps, the motors are on the surface and can be
easily repaired in the Island, so you can see that that
:n itself is an advantage; because as I have pointerl
out, the Beresford submersible pumps have to be
sent out of the Island for repairs; nobody over here
can interfere with them.

Sir, I am asking this Committee to agree to this
token Resolution of $1 in order that you can proceed
with the placing of an order for these pumps without
delay. 1 now beg to move that this Resolution for
the sum of $1 do now pass.

Hon. C, E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: My. Chairman, I wonder if the
Hon. Minister before any debate take place can
give this further information. Can he say what is
the eost of a Beresford submersible pump, both tie
high and the low horsepower? Would he say that
the $2,558 is the annual cost of the transporting and
servicing of these pumps in England? I ask that
question because the Hon. Minister gave two figures
——$2 558 and $2,520. Would the Hon. Minister say
whether these Harland spindle pumps are sponsored
by the Crown Agents and if they are not sponsored
by the Crown Agents, who are the agents for these
pumps in Barbados?

Hon. M. E. COX: 8o far as I know, there are
no agents for these pumps in Barbados. The cost of
the four Beresforl 115 horsepower pumps is $4,569
and the cost of the two 96 Beresford pumps is $6,682.
You will appreciate that the larger Beresford pumps
are older and were ordered long before the smali
vnes. You will see that the two 96 horsepower pumps
meet the increased cost including transportation.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, there are a few
things which I would like to learn from the Hon.
Minister about these pumps. With reference to the
Beresford submersible pumps, T would like to know
what caused the Government to change from the
submersible pump to the spindle pump. When the
four 115 horsepower pumps together with the two
at Haymans were first bought, the Hou., Minister
did say during the course of his remarks that tho
Government had made an approach to the manufic-
turers uf these Beresford punips with the hope that
thev would take any unsatisfactory machines back
with a view to exchanging them for the better ones,
There must be some reason operatineg in the minde
of the Engineer and the Government that they have
decided to change from submersible to spindle pumps,
when modern trends for lifting large quantities of
water i1s handled by the jet type equipment depend-
ing on the depths of water to be removed. As a
matter of fact. the spindle tvpe of pump is regarded
as the old and reliable. T wee the reason why the
Tlovernment is making a strone approach to  the
manufacturers of these submersihle pumps for a re
find or replacement by more satisfactory ecuipment.
Tf the ecnbmersible type of pump has failed just after
‘wo vears of service, it is obvious that the<e nummns
must have done a rather wngatisfactorv job: and if
“he manufacturers from which thev were ordered
ave reputable firms, T am very hesitant to believe
that they will fail to replace these pumps. Surely.

they will have a reputation which they will want to
preserve. If you have this failing of our 115 horse-
power pumps, surely there must be some justification
ror reclaim. 1 probably see that your ¢ngineers
have been so disappointed in these submersible pumps
tuat rather than continue to carry that type of pump,
they have changed to the spindle type of pump; bus
obviously the chaunge fu the spindle typc of pump 1
tne result of disgust. It must have been maddening
to the engineer who has the responsibility of getting
water for the community to see these submersible
pumps failing. Obviously, you can see the Engin-
cer’s nose on the grinding stone trying to satisfy
the Glovernment and to protect the Govervment’s iu-
vestment and at the same time trying to bring
sufficient water to the people.

I do not know if the Hon. Minister is in a posi-
tion to enlighten me, but I do hope he is. I must
confess that I am just anxious to know what is the
reason for changing from the submersible pumps
.0 spindle pumps. Was it out of disgust owing to
the way in which the particular submersible pumps
were working or was it that the Engineer dreamt
that he should change the type of 1ift? [n short, was
it that your decision to use the spindle type of pump
was taken through the unsatisfactory working ot
the submersible type of pump? If “‘yes’’ ig the
answer, tell me why the Engineer did not think ot
using the jet type of pump.

345 p.m,

Hon. M. E. COX: If I remember correctly, the
Engineer never mentioned anything about these
pumps, but he pointed out not long ago where
this Harland Spindle Pump was used since 1935 up
to now. I do not remember that we have had any
trouble from it. They feel it is the best type of pumy,
for the job. I did not answer the point raised by
the hon, junior member for the City. When I men-
tioned the figures the transportation costs as 1
pointed out was $2,320 but the cost of repairs which
include parts is $2,558.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I am making one
comment at this stage, and I am sorry that the hon.
junior member for St. George has gone. After all,
the Resolution ecame into the House last Tuesday and
one would nct have iruagined that the hon. member
who had some knowledge about the Jet and Spindl-
pumps would hava waited until after 3.30 p.m. to asi
tne question he has. [He is a member of the Gov-
ernment party and with his knowledge of the pumps
one would have expected that he would have taken
some steps to get these things straight. That may
have been the salvation of the whole thing. Other
:pembers have come iv without any mechanical know-
ledge and one would not have expected the hon.
member for St. George to wait until 3.30 to ask if
they cousidered these things. Certainly, it would
be showing a greater interest to people in polities
and to his party if he had taken steps to get that
adviee because it might be the whole secret to the
thing.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, it is rather un-
fortunate that my friend and colleague would elect
to put it that way, as he would appreciate on the
last oceasion there was no opportunity during the
debate for discussion. There was no means of doiig
<0 and it is the very reason for my asking the Min-
ister today. They operate with certain experts in
their departments and the question of pumping
water being a technieal one, T wonld have te wait, Jike
mv friend and colleazne the hon. jurinr member
for the Citv. for an opportunity in Parliament i~
ask the Minister the same nuestions. As my good
friend. the hon. junior member for the City would
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appreciate, when the pumps were ordered we had
no opportunity to discuss it at all, but we voted
the money for the development and expansion. of the
water service. I am only unhappy because for some
reason the Minister in his explanation said, they have
seen long service and the decision now to change 1o
the Spindle type Pumip shows there must have been
some mistake when the other Pump was ordered
Again, this has always been the question hanging in
the laps of the gods and the experts and a normal
member of Parliament would hardly understand and
anpreciate the decision of Government.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, it seems as if
the pumps have been breaking down very suddenly
from time to time and the fact that the majority of
them broke down shows that we should be verv
careful how we order new pumps. I would like to
know why we continue to hang on to the coat tail
of the Crown Agents. I presume these pumps were
used before in England and in other cclonies. If
we have agents to select these for us, Sir, I expect
them to acquaint themselves with the most serviceable
kind of equipment before they commit us to the pur-
chase. It has always been argued that we should be
in a position to make our purchases through local
agencies who are more interested than the Crown
Agents in selecting materials of the best kind; but
1 notice, Sir, in the face of that argument—and the
Chamber of Commerce has also made comments
upon that fact — what I do want to know
is if the Minister has taken it sariously enough
when he tells us that in the ordering of these
not to expect delivery under 60 weeks.

I would like to know if that is the case. You say
the pumps have been breaking down from time tc
time; they have had to be sent back to Inglund to be
repaired; and now you are telling us that even al-
though we are passing this token vote which would
mean expenditure of a greater sum, that you need
not expect delivery under 60 weeks. Can the Hon.
Minister say whether the Engineer has guaranteed
him that the Department would try to keep these
pumps which they now have going until the 60
weeks is up? Water being so important a factor in
our everyday life, should the Minister and the De-
partment not consider the possibilities of acquiring
these pumps from other countries which might give
gvicker delivery than ihe Mother Country¢ I do not
know which country, but Germany, I am told, is
free to supply machinery even to England and Amer-
ica and elsewhere. You have Canada, Ameriga and
places of that sort who are willing to expedite de-
livery; certainly, these avenues should be explored,
because you cannot keep trade going to the Mothgr
Country when a thing like water can be placed in
jeopardy for 60 weeks before you can guarantce
a continuous supply. I would like all these things
to be gone into. It is not sufficient to come here and
agree to the passing of a token vote ard keep the
population uncertain as regards a confinuous sup-
ply of water. What woud happen one of these
mornings if we did not vote for the passing of these
Resolutions? The population might wake up and find
there is no water. Certainly, it would not be the
fault of the hon. memkers who do nof possess all the
facts nor would it be the fault of the population; it
would have to be the fault of the Minister and the
Waterworks Departmernt. Nobody else. T do not
agree with having to wait 60 weeks for delivery un-
leas you are sure no other place can supply these
pumps in a shorter period than 60 weeks.

3.55 p.m.

T would like to hear the Hon. Minister say some-
thing about that, if he feely quite safe in having to
vzait for 60 weeks before these pumps can be deliver-
ed.

I speak under correction, but I think the Hon. Min-
ister has said that some of these pumps last for a
few months and several times during that period,
they have had to be sent back to England. If that
is 50, why can we not order these pumps from
America or Canada if they are available in either
of these places? There is nothing wrong if you were
to select an engineer and send him overseas to see
about getting the best pumps for us. We have spent
4 considerable sum. on the re-organisation of the
Waterworks already; it began about six or seven
vears ago, but it was expected to last for three years.
I am not against extending the period if it is neces-
sary to do so, but the question is that we should
not step blindly into matters like these, because
after spending a lot of money, you will find that
the materials which are delivered eannot give tha
services which are required. The only alternative
in this matter would be to seek other sources and see
if we cannot get more immediate deliveries.

I have noticed that our tendeney is to keep hang-
ing on to the Crown Agents for our suplies; we have
been forced to feel that we cannot buy our supplies
unless they are bought from England. I bave no-
ticed that in Jamaica when the English coal was too
expensive, Mr. Bustamante said that he could save
between 25% and 40% on American coal, and he de-
manded the American dollars and he got them ts
run some concern in Jamaica. IHowever, we have
always been trying to say that we must buy this and
that from England, although we know that articies
are bought from Japan, Canada, Germany in Eng-
land and then resold. Why ecan’t we import articles
from other places if we will get better service? I
would like the Hon. Minister to make a settlement
of that matter because I do not think we should sis
back and wait for 60 weeks until these pumps are
delivered. 'We do not know for how long the present
rumps will last.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman I will now revert
to making some comments on what I have heard,
end the first one is that the Hon. Minister has said
that he has lost a week because he could not get the
Resolution last week. However, the Hon. Minister
has lost years; we have not been re-organising this
Department last week, becanse he has said that these
pumps were giving trouble since 1952. Let the Hon.
Minister give the date on which the first one gave
irouble. He has not yet said that the firm had one
of their own engineers looking after these pumps.
[Hon. M. E. COX: The whole Island knows that.]
He had a perfect right, not to come in here and Tead
anything from a paper; that information should
kave been supplied to honourable members by the
laying of a Statement. The Hon. Minister should
not get any typewritten copy and read from it and
yvou must understand what he reads; how do you
xnow that he has read it correctly? It is a shame:
ful thing that we do not get reports from the En-
gineer of this Department. Every now and then
we have political reports saying that two thousand
new services have been installed; ther: is this in.
crease in the standard of living; there is this increase
1w water; but ean’t they see that they have been con-
necting services and not having any water in the
pipes? These Harland Spindle pumps have been
working: since 1935; there was nothing wrong with
them; but there is mno reason to think that when
you get one of these pumps in 1956, it will be of the
same quality as those of 1935. The Ion. Minister
is going in for speculation now; will he tell us wheth-
¢r the Barbados Foundry were the Agerts for thesa
pumps and that is why they were bought? Wil
he say if these pumps were recommended by the
Engineer of the Waterworks Departmen? 1 have
reason to believe that the Engineer did not ‘want
these pumps, although if it were left to him, he
might have brought doewn worse pumps. ‘
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‘We have always been trying to tell thein that
#n respect these things which are sponsored by the
Crown Agents, people who have left us for commis-

#ion up there, we must be very careful about them.

Sir Alfred Savage has just gone up there; the peo-
ple up there make handsome incomes, they have be-
come mnillionaires out of selling. It is a question of
hjusiness and whoever can pay out the most money
will get their popular goods sold. The Hon. Minis-
ter has said that the Crown Agents have recommend-

ed these pumps ; have the Crown Agents pumped water

irto their buildings with them. This is a shocking state
of affairs; when you take the Housing programme,
‘the bus programme and the Waterworks programme
finto econsideration, I think the Hon. Minister of
‘Communications should resign his office ; he has made
. hopeless mess in his Ministry.  Everything is poli-
tics; and now you are spending $60,000 to get two
!pumps. Are you not ashamed that the pumps
‘which you have ordered have turned out to be worth-
iess? Are you not ashamed of such ignorance which
has sprung from the arrangements that you cannotl
get these people to accept anything although they
bhad their own engineer on the spot? Do you think
that anybody in Broad Street could conduct affairs
*like that and remain at the Head of the business?
Could you not get any satisfaction for this Govern-
ment? What happened? Did the Barbados Foun-
dry repair these pumps? Did they repair them
because they are the Agents? The truth of this
watter has not been told. "What has happened?
‘You have not answered the question as to whether
you got a guarantee with these pumps. [ repeat:
it is a shocking state of affairs, and it is particularly
on the water question that this Minister has been
iike that and remain at the head of the business!
advertising himself. Te has been chided in here
{0 the effect that the only people who got an exten-
sion of the water gystem are the people who live in
St. Michael. .

I feel that the Hon. Minister should say: ‘I am
very sorry for what has taken place.” We have
Just got through the Hstimates and have prepared
to service these pumps without one single word from
the Hon. Minister to the effect that this state of af-
fairs existed in the Waterworks Department, ang
fverybody must know that an Engineer has been
out here! There is no Minister in the world why
'who would say that you must have a high sense of
responsibility in your office, if you could do a thing
like that; and if a member tells you that you had this
trouble in the Department, you want to tell him that
he must not say anything about this great Engineer,
and before you san extend this contract he would
have left. He is pack.ng up and leaving you with
these Harland Spindle pumps, one you can look at
and repent, and the other one has to be dug up and
you have to see how far you can go with it. If this
gentleman had not remewed his contract and left
tiere with this state of affairs, the first thing you
would have heard is that dear old Mr. Garrod has gone,
*‘Mr. Moses”” has gone and there is no water to be
obtained. (Lawughter).

4.05 pm.

They would have said that somebody interfered
with the pumps after Mr. Garrod had left. That is
what we would have been told. It is a good thing
that this thing has been exposed at this particular
time. With due deference to Mr. Garrod, he shou!d
pack up and go now before these pumps are ordered.
If he knew of the Harland Spindle pump, with the
great confidence that was put in him, he should hava
rccommended those pumps. Has he got on record
that those pumps were recommended by him and the
Government did otherwise and gave the order to the
Parbados Foundry for the Beresford pumps? We
would like to know these facts. There are facts

».

which are sheltering the Ministry and the Govern-
ment from blame which should be attached to them.

As I have said on the last occasion, this is a
very serious thing. I go as far as to say that this is
a criminal act taking into account the importance
cf water to the community. That no report in its
original form came from the Government about this
state of affairs is something deplorable. "The firs
time we knew anything about this matter was when
a member of the Opposition gét up in here and asked
the Government if it viere not true that their water
pumps are ‘tourist’ pumps, going to up to England
in the Summer and coming down in the Winter. The
first thing you were told in answer to that was that
you have no right to say anything about the Engineer
and they ended up saying that everything you said
was right. This is a Department which everybody
ielt was working in A-1 condition. How do you
know whether there are other things which are not
in just as bad a condition as this? Certainly this
is one of the greatest instances of meglect of which I
can imagine.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, to those
people in Barbados who make the mistake of regard-
ing the Government as a body of responsible men,
the revelation of this state of affairs may come as a
surprise, but to those who know what to expeet from
them it will come as no surprise. Now, we have
water pumps in this Island which have given up-
wards of 40 years of service. I can take you now
to the Central Foundry to see a steam engine thers
which has been in continuous use for over 60 years.

The Hon. Minister who introduced this Resolu-
tion claimg that the average life without repairs of
the new Harland spindle pumps will be around 20
vears but the maximum life of the Beresford sub-
niersible pumps without repairs has been around
tkree years—some less than three years.

Now where the serious irresponsibility and in-
competence of the Government lie is that when at the
cnd of two or three years these Beresford pumps
failed to give efficient service, then was the time for
the Government to demand from, the manufacturers
that they be replaced. But what has happened?
We are told today that only now negotiations are
going on with the manufacturers and the House
will be informed in due course what are the results
of these negotiations. By any stretch of the imagi-
pation, how can three years be regarded as satisfae-
tory service for a water pump? How many of them
Lave failed to give service? Tt is a faet that the
Barbados Foundry cannot repair them and that they
have to be sent to England for repairs. They go up
and come back to give two weeks’ serviee, then they
go back again. That is a fact and now they are
endeavouring to call upon the manufacturers either
te replace these pumps or to give them some rebate
tecause they were unsatisfactory. These negotia-
tions should bave been finalised as soon as thic pumps
broke down. There is no question about that.

415 pum..

‘We should not now be making negotiations for
a rebate to find out, after the Foundry and the
manufacturers have repaired them, if they are going
to give us a rebate on them. They would be utter
fools to give a rebate on them now and I shoulg not
be at all surprised, Mr. Chairman, if you did not get
a single cent rebate. Now, on the occasion of about
two or three weeks when I drew the attention of
the House to the state of affairs existing in the Water-
works Dept., the attitude displayed from the Gov-
ernment bench would have led any intelligent person
to think everything I said was incorrect, but I am
sure that from what has transpired sinece then and
what has been said from Government hLench todav,
there are only two dedustions to be drawn : one is that
the Government and the Minister at the time knaw
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absolutely nothing of what was taking place, or, if
they did, they were trying to hide it from the public.
As a matter of faet, the manner in which the Adden-
dum to this Resolution reads forces one to the con-
clusion that even now the Government is being dis-
honest to the community and is not prepared to
present the facts as they are. All this Addendum
says, Mr. Chairman, is that there has been an exten-
sion in the supply of water in the island and an in-
crease in the population and, therefore, we need new
pumps to take care of bringing more water to the
surface to supply the inereased population and the
increased number of water serviees. That is all it
says. Not one single word is said in this document
about the failure of the pumps that were in use and
the necessity to replace them. In other words, Gov-
ernment has attempted to present the case to-day,
not because of unsatisfactory pumps which they
ordered years ago, buf because of the extension of
water service. That is rank dishonesty. Not one
single word is mentioned about the pumps which
were ordered to last 25 years and which have not
lasteq for one. They come here to fool the public
that because the population has inereased and new
pipes laid down, they want mew pumps. There is
nothing here about the six new water pumps in use
for less than five years and the unsatisfactory manner
in which they operated; and the Government can sit
down and be satisfied! What are they doing? They
paid $6,000 each for these Beresford Submersible
Pumps. They are now ordering pumps costing
$30,000 each, more than four times the amount. Let
us assume, Mr. Chairman, that the $6,000 pumps
were no use. Do you mean you jump immediately
from $6.000 to $30,000?7 Is money no object? Ta~
taxpayers put it there and the Government takes
it and throws it way! There is mo guarantee that
the Harland Spindle Pumps will give any better
service than the old Beresford Pumps, but you can
spend $24,000 a pump more after the Beresfords
have failed. What the hon. junior member for St.
George has said would be accepted even by an infant
because it is a most reasonable contribution to the
debate. We have no right putting ourselves again
in the hands of the Crown Agents for English Pumps
to the tune of $30,000 each. ILocal Commercial
houses are not doing that. The Cotton Factory
wanted machinery and they got it from Germany.
Nigeria and the Gold Coast had Ministers in Britain,
and when they wanted machinery for textile and
so on, the machinery came from the Continent
pecause Britain could not supply it in the time they
wanted it; and when they could, the price was not
competitive and there was no guarantee that they
would stand up; the Ministers said they were willing
to do business 1 Great Britain, but in their opinion
they had to consider the interest of Nigeria and the
Gold Coast. This Government here thinks first abonut
the interest of Great Britain. If they tell the Crown
Office or the Crown Agents they are not buying
Beresford Pumps or the Harland Spindle pumps
somebody would not get a C.M.G. or C.B E. Tt mat-
ers little or nothing whether or not we throw away
$6,000 and another $20,000 three vears after:; 1t
means nothing at all to them. You jump from $6,000
a pump to $30,000 a pump without the knowledge
that one is better than the other. When I said, Mr.
Chairman, that these pumps were going backward
and forward across the sea at high costs every year,
the Minister ‘‘pooh-poched’ the idea. As a matter
of fact, T said the cost was high and he said it was
around $150. Tedav we are told that the cost of
transport is $2,320, and he has still taken to the
non-sensical, stupid ‘‘pooh-poohing’’ of the idea
that the cost of the transport was high. It is not
high to him to pay $2,000 to transport a pump that

cost $6,000 to England. It is so incredibly ignorant.
that you can hardly believe people occupying a posi--
tion tike that should not have their position rectified
as soon as possible. You pay $6,000 for it and $2,000
to send it back to get it repaired. The same thing
goes on for many occasions with the same pump.

Now, the Hon. Mimster said the anpunvai  cost
of transportation is $2,320 and the annual cost
of repairs by the Foundry is $300. The total

cost is $5,678 a year. Now, here again, 1 do not
profess to be able to travel on the same plane as he
travels, but if T understand him at all he said it is the
annual cost but i does not happen every year. So
therefore, we do not know whether he knows what he
means by ‘‘annual’’ or whether he knows if the figures
are correct. You can’t tell the amount you spend every
year or the number of pumps it is spent on, because
he himself does not know what he says. Let us
assume for the sake of argument that $5,678 repre-
sent the annual cost. Now, he is afraid to tell the
House how many times these pumps have been back
to England. I told the House two weeks ago that
the pumps have heen back to England on more than
one occasion and that some pumps have not worked
for six weeks after they came back and had to be
resent to England. In other words, what he should
be telling us is not what is the annual cost and that
it does not happen every year, but the total cost, Mr.
Chairman, spent on local repairs to these pumps and
the transportation to England and repairs in Eng-
land in the last four years.
4.25 p.m.

I should not all be surprised if, when we g¢f

the total figure we have not nearly paid again for

these Beresford submersible pumps. Let us have
the total amount which has been spent on repairs
and transport from the time that we have had these
pumps. The six pumps would have cost us a little
over $40,000, and in less than 5 years we are spend-
ing $5,000 a year in trying to get them o work.

The hon. member of St. John really made the

mistake of expeeting that the Government is capabie
of appreciating a sericus situation. At the Water-

works Department today, at the major Pumping

Stations, as I told the Ilouse earlier this month, w2
are bringing water to the surface with machinery
which was dumped by Mr. Garrod himself. When
we began to re-organise the Waterworks Department,

Mr. Garrod Fimself said that the old steam engines.

should be scrapped. But now these same steam
engines are numping water at the Belle. They have
a coniraption working in St Peter comprised of a
small unit which has been borrowed from the Agri-
cultural Depsartment, ard some other more or less
condemned machinery bringing water to the surface,
At any time it can be expected that these contrap-
tions may give out. These Beresford pumps ar:
apparently sperding their time as “tourist” pumps,

to borrow the attractive phrase of the hon. junior

member for the City; these pumps are spending more
time on the water than they are spending in pump-
irg water to the surface. The Beresford pumps will
be jov-riding on the high seas, and they are now
waiting for sixty weeks for the new Harlands.

It does appear to appear to the Government
that we are running undue risk, or that we are facing
the possibility of waking up one morning, and
finding that we have not got any adequate pumping
equipment to supply the Colony’s needs. Therefor»
we can sit quite comfortably for over a year and
wait until these Harlard Spindle pumps get heve.

‘We are not under any such moral obligation to tho

British Government that in a matter of a vital
necessity like water, we cannot buy a pump especi-
ally in the most reliable and considerably inexpen-
sive market. We get less C.D.&W. grants than anv

o
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body else, and even now that we are entitled to
financial assistanee from Great Britain, we are told
to go back and use our own piggy bank, The moncy
which we should get to assist us in our national
disaster, in the first instance, and money wuaich we
should get proportionately with other Colonies, we
are not getting; and yet we are mor: concerncd
with importing machinery from the Umnited King-
.dom to give unsatisfa:iory service, than any other
Colony in the Empire, merely because we have at
the head of affairs, ths people whom we have. That
is all there is to it.

I repeat: if Mr. Garrod is responsible for tais
&late of affairs in that he had brought to the Govern-
ment’s attention at the end of three years that thz
pumps were not giving proper satisfaction, we had
1o right to renew his contract; and if he brought
it to their attention, and they sat down there so stu-
pidly and regarded a water pump as a refrigeratoc
cngine or electric fan or something like that, whick
can go out of service every three years, ‘well if you
have them in their position still, you could better have
five men from the Mental Houspital. You could not
have people from the Mental Hospital doing worse
tbkan they are doing in their position. 1f they
prove that Mr. Garrod drew to their attention that
the pumps had broken down and were not giving
any service, and they did not call upon the manu-
facturers to replace these pumps, or give a rebate on
them, well, Mr. Chairman, the people made an error
when they put those people at the head of affairs,
and they are paying for that error.

If Mr. Garrod is right, then they are wrong;
angd if they are right, then he is wrong. However,
the responsibility rvests on their shoulders, but they
¢id not have the decency to say that; they defend
Mr. Garrod and accuse people of irresponsibility.
The day on which I have to defend their attacks, 1
will commit suicide; I am accustomed to these at-
tacks and they mean no morc to me than water on 2
duck’s back. The more they attack me, and the
higher they elimb, it is like a monkey climbing a tree;
the more he climbs the more you see his tail. T tell
them that the day they have to come to the House
for money to improve the situation at the Water-
works, it will be discovered by the public who was
r'ght and who was wrong.

I am not so sillv as te bolieve or to hope that
anything which is said on this side of the table would
influence the Government or prevent them frowm k-
irg colossal blunders with regard to the matter with
wbkich they find themselves responsible. But, Mr.
Chairman, even the abstruse must understand that
there are times when one has to take advice. I dv
pot care how big or how great you are—I do not uss
these adjectives in reference to the Government
Bench, of course, 1 am merely generalising—but 1
de not care how important a man is, there comes a
time when even a little ehild can tell Lim something
v-hich he can follow with advantage.

435 p.m. . .

Mr. Chairman, they should further investigate
the position with regard to the replacing of tue
Beresford pumps by the Harland pumps in this consid-
erable inerease in pumps, We have no suarantee at all
that the new Harland pumps will stand np. 17 is a ol
known fact that in the post-war period Brifish
machinery of all sorts has not been what it was before
{he war. We do not know whose fault it was. There
were expensive new cars coming here from Britamn
and in comparison with the continental cars they
were like paper dolls. No Britisk car coming inio
this Island can compare in quality, material and
satisfactory service with the continental cars; and if
private individuals in order to conserve their own
economy have found it advisable to purchase outside

vl the United Kingdom market, Mr, Chairman, there
18 no reason why in this eolony we who are paying
our own way should not do likewise.

I was particularly glad to hear the suggestion
of the possibility of procuring pumps other than
those of British manufacture raised by a member
other than myself because I personally regard that
as the correct solution. The moment I noticed the
increase of price—that is, you paid $6,000 for the
Berestord pumps and the presupposed price of the
Harland pumps is $30,000—I thought that the Gov-
ernment would be well advised to forget itg habitual
policy of igmoring advice because it comes from
certain quarters. My reason for saying so is because
the country pays when Government does that. I
thought Government should ke willing to adopt for
the first time the attitude of listening to what is said
by people in this Chamber who are elected on the
same basis as themselves to represent the country, and
therefore must have the interest of the country at
heart to an equal extent as they themselves would
have,

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, the Hon. Min-
ister of Communications, Works and Housing has
said that if one mornng we wake up and find there
iz no water in the pipes that we can blame ourselves
becanse we have already delayed this matter for
ong week.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I did not
make such a statement,

Mr. GODDARD: He did say that we have al-
ready delayed this matter one week unnecesarily. I
personally would blame him and nobody else because
T understand that three of those pumps today are in
England undergoing repairs and we only knew of
that today. Certainly, any one can make a mistake;
end whoever made the mistake of ordering these
particular pumps might have been generally unaware
of the deficiency of these Beresford pumps when thsy
et bevond a certain size. I say so, heeause T undar-
stand that the 96-horsepower pumps work well.

Now, Sir, what assurance has the Government
got that these Harland pumps are the right type of
pumps that we should now order? At last they are
saying that they are about to discard the Beresford
pumps costing around $6,000 each and are now going,
to invest in pumps which cost around $30,000 each
[ do not know how many of these Harland pumps
will be required to replace those which are not giv-
ing proper satisfaction. It has been said that an at-
tempt has been made to oet the manufacturers of the
Beresford pumps to take them bhack, but what attempt
T do not know; because any reputable firm that wants
to maintain its name on the overseas market would, I
am sure, make some concession, if we could prove that
the fault of the numps is not at this end. The manu-
facturers should make some concession and, if neeces-
sary, take bhack those which are not giving proper
service. Flad representation been made at an early
date and had not been delayed for four vears, T
presume we could have had a satisfactory settlement
with the manufacturers,

We shonld have been given more information.
The suddenness with which we have been given this
Resolution to deal with tells the plight of our water
facilitics, We are now told that anv morning we
may be faced with & shortage if these Harland pumps
are not ordered immediately. If we order them
todav, according to the note, it is going to take sixty
vreeks to get them. T do not know what the delay of
one week would mean to that. T do know that when
vou order certain things nowaday and vou are told
that vou will get them in six weeks ‘hev gener-
ally take nine weeks to get them. Probably, now that
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they have told you that it will take sixty weeks to
get them, that might mean 90 weeks, because they
nave a way of telling you that owing to the shortage
of material, the inerease in wages and all that sort of
thing although it was passed on to them, they coull
not get it betore. It therefore might mean 90 weeks
before we get these Harland pumps. What provision
is Government making for the immediate remedy
of this situation? If three of the Beresford pumps
are at present undergoing repairs in England and
this order of the Harland pumps is a 60-week order,
is the Government satisfied that it can allow the
remaining Beresford pumps which are not giving
proper satisfaction and cannot be relied on to earry
on without an attempt being made to get something
more speedy?

4.45 p.m,

1 am wondering whether he is satisfied, because
I think after that alarming statement made today
concerning our pumping facilities, that question
should be answered in saying whether it has been
debated, whether they have considered that or wheth-
er there is another type of pump that they have in
mind that can be got more readily.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, at the
last meeting when we were discussing the question
of the water system, I was at pains to support the
Government on the efficiency of the Engineer be-
cause T was satisfied and am still satisfied that he
is the right man in the right place at the right time.
I still feel that I am. more satisfied now since I have
investigated the matter further that the officer cannot
be blamed in any respect of the matter, and I believe
it is known in this country now. I am not here
to eurry favour with any officer; I am going to say
exactly what I feel if they are wrong, because they
are not responsible for putting me here and they
cannot ask the Premier to put me out. I said last
week I agreed with the Government upon certain
matters, but I do not agree with the Minister on this.
Rather than ecriticise, the Government should wel-
come the Opposition, and what are the facts plainly
and simply? They are in Government; they are re-
sponsible for the extension of the water supply in this
country. This is a British colony and it goes with-
out saying that they must as far as possible order
British goods. Now the British goods which they
ordered proved to be no good. The Opposition on
the floor of this House has been telling you so, but
what are the facts? The Addendum which is in
front of us is really not representing the true state-
ment of affairs. T am tound to agree with the hon,
senior member for St. Philip on that. I do not think
the Government should at any time hide the situa-
tion from the Opposition or from the public. There
is nothing fo hide about this. Whatever members
have talked here I knew was going on months ago,
but T feel that that part of the machinery we are
setting from England, which has not been bought n
other parts of the world and brought to England and
stamped as British and sent to the colonies, is of very
poor manufacture. T do not think I need be ashamead
of saying that, because it is a statement of fact.
Therefore, if one who is interested says these things
are going on, we will wait and see what Government
will do. You have to supply water; you have to get
the pumps; you get them from a British Manufae-
turer and so on and then they turn out to be no
good. TIs there any reason in this world for any
Government even if the Government be five of the
most loyal Englishmen in the world, to conceal facis
from the people of this colony? None! Tt is not
vour fault: you tried to get pumps. If we were in
Government we would certainly get English maru-
facture, but if they turned out to be no good we

wowd tell the people and the House of Assembiy.
W Ly cople Wita tnls mis-statement 1n this Addendum .
L say i 1s avsolutely dishonest. 'L'his 1§ notiung but
4 mustage and the absence of tne faet that the
pumps are no good makes people become absolutely
$511SPICIOUS.
ber for Nt. rhilip wpnat the Manager of the Water-
works drew it to the attention of the Government.
and there were negotiations between the Government
and the manufacturers. [A VOICE: When?| Not.
row; some time ago. The Manager did draw 1t to
the attention of the Government. Actually there are-
four pumps at the Belle, one 115 h.p. and two Y6
h.p. av Haymans, six 45 h.p. at Bowmanston waich
are working well. Now the Minister can contradict
this. There are at present two 115 h.p, pumps in
England ; these are the pumps not working well. The
Minister should have told this House that sometime
ago this was reported to Government and Govern-
ment put it to the agents and the agents put it to.
the makers and the makers refused to consider the
matter. Do not take what the Opposition says, bat
print it in your paper that the people in Barbados.
say to the Colonial Office that the dishcnest peopl:
in England trying to bleed the people in the Colonies
should go. If that is going to be the case let us buy
from America. We are backing you. You ordercc
the pumps in the best faith. Nobody can say any-
body knew whether they would be good or bad, but
he can say these pumps were ordered and that
besides the apparent corruption in high places, that
the high places do not apply to Barbados. We had
oceasions when you had corruption in high places
with top flight officials and engineers tainted with
the corruption. I am in the position to say that
when these pumps were ordered that they were or-
dered with the full knowledge, consent, approval,
desire and recommendations of the Colonial Office.
I do not know where the corruption was. Let us
assume everybody felt the pumps worked. Refriger-
ators come from England or America; a lot come
from England and they proved to be bad and the
makers adopted a different attitude. Refrigerators
come from America and from Canada; they proved
bad, but you had a guarantee and they replaced
them. They would not honour the guarantee in
Bngland. These pumps are guaranteed for six
months, if of course they are working every day; if
not, for a year; but everybody knows that is the
normal guarantee. When therefore the pumps
turned out to be bad, there was nothing wrong with

the Government drawing it to the attention of the

House of Assembly. We are not saying that the Gov-
ernment would have ordered pumps knowing them
1o be bad, but if they ordered pumps and they turned
out to be bad, if it is the policy of Government not
‘0 be cvitical of a firm connected with the Colonial
Mffice, it is our duty to be eritical.
L55 pm.

These pumps have keen bad for some time. What,
he hon. senior member for St. Philip has said is

correct; the Government knows as much about thase:

pumps as I know about aeroplanes. These pumps
were recommended: I will say that they were not

recommended by this present HEngineer. If I were

in the Government, I would ask that the best pumps
be obtained. The Government have been informed
about the condition of these pumps, and the makers
have not done anything about it.

T would like to say that my opposition to this
Resolution is different from that of other hon. mem-

bers. You are getting some pumps and you get your

reccmmendations either from the Crow= Agents or
other people. T hope that the members of the Gov-

erment will listen to me; the 45 h.p. pumps have

1 will meution to the hon. senior mem-

o~




Ly

MARCH 27, 1956- 2287

“we vote anything today,

proved to be good. Today, you have supplied us Wit_h
an Addendum and you have withheld from this
Chamber information which you should have vot
withheld. You state that these pumps have proved
to be no good. An Eangineer was brought out here
from England to repair these pumps; he condemued
them and in spite of that, these dishonest manu-
facturers have refused to bargain with you. They
bave not said: ‘‘Let us give you a rebate on these
pumps.’’ They have said ‘‘No”’ to that. This is where
you must be truly West Indian; you must not be
slave-minded. You bought these pumps from an
English firm, and today you have withheld the real
truth of the matter from this House. You come for
a token vote of $1, and you are going to buy thesec
Harland Spindle pumps. Who is to say thal these
pumps are good, and if they prove to he no goqd,
that the manufacturers will not be the same dis
hounest, crafty, type of Bnglishmen who dealt with
you in respect of the other pumps? o

If those hon. members over there were cn this side
of the House, they would ask what guarantee have
you got for these Harland Spindle pumps? I know
that the Government has put up a proposition to
the Agents about these pumps, and that an English-
man came down here and condemned thesc pumps;
and why do you hide these things? What is the
real reason for hiding these things? But you want
to whitewash the faulis of these people with whom
you are trading! You should go back and say to
them: “We are trading with an English firm recom-
mended by the Crown Agents, or whoever they are,
and although we acknowledge dishonesty in high
places, we ask you for a replacement of these pumps;
we ask you to repair them, because they are no
good.”’ But the manufacturers of these pumps say
““No, we are not doing that’’ I think that every
hon. member would likz to have some sort of explan-
ation, having acknowledged the fact that these pumps
are no good. I konow that the Engineer drew the
matter to the Head of the Department, and the
Agents brought an Englishman out here to see what
could be done about i, and the Emnglishman said
that these pumps wer: no good. It is voughly 314
years ago that these pumps were put down; do
not let us go back to find out who made the recom-
mendation to the Government; vwow it has been
proved that these pumps are no good, teil us before
who recommended these
pumps, what guarante: you have and if these pumps
are mo good that they will be replaced. Do not tell
us that you are dealing with English peorle, because
they are as corrupt as those behind the Iron Cur-
tain or Chicago. If yov put down 18 pumps, and
they prove to be bad, you are dealing with a Colonial
Governmert, and if these manufaeturers say “No,™
that is not right. Lei the Hon. Minister tell us
what guarantee he has for this $60,000 for thece
two pumps if they went bad?

It is true that you should be loyal, tut you
must be loyal to the people of Barbados first;
secondly, to the people of the West Indies; and
lastly to the people of Englard. That is how I look
at it; it is a question of loyalty in the first place,
to the people who have put you there, and if yoa
are loyal to the people of Barbados, you will realise
that if you cannot get a straightforward, honest
deal with the people in England, ard you cannot
get a guarantee, it is your solemn duty to deal with
other people who can give you this guarantee.
5.05 p,m.

I am going to put it straight so that any Minister
can see my reasoning. If either Minister of the
Government had been dealing for himself in &
particular line of goods and he was offered Britisn
goods which were of no good, he would not buy them

from Britain, he would buy them from America.
That is your duty to the people of this colony in
your capaeity. If you went to buy a Refrigerator, a
car or a suit and you found that the British goods
were not in keeping with what you could get from
outside and you had no guarantee for them, you
would buy them from America. Let me say that
America can produce goods as good as any nation in
the world and better than many. I may say so for
Germany also.

Without any furtber comment, I will summarise
by saying that you should welcome our criticism.
My criticism today is not on the Chief Engineer ol
the Waterworks Department. I challenge any mem.
ber of the Government to say that he did not know
that negotiations were going on between the Depart-
n:ent and the manufacturers of the Beresford pumps
and that the negotiations broke down owing to the
manufacturers doing absolutely nothing about the
watter. It is a fact that a gentleman came down from
England to inspect the pumps and he condemnad
them. It is true to say that Government tried to get
the best and did try to get the manufacturers to re-
place those pumps. In spite of all that, are ycu
lionest to come in here and deal with English firms?
I would have told the Crown Agents ‘‘you have been
s6 dishonest that you have made me to spend $6,0:0
with you in pumps and now you want me to spend.
§30,000 in the same thing when the others were not
@ood.”” 1 would have told them ‘‘No can do.”’” Unless
vou are prepared to come in here and bring your
influence to bear on hon. members, we are not
doing anything of the sort. Do not say that you
cannot get these pumps from anywhere else. My
contention is that having done all of that, it is not
the Engineer’s fault. He draw it to your attention
all the time. My argument is that you should not
come in here and ask us to vote for this Resolution.
What guarantee have you got that these pumps
which you are about to order are good? Who told
you that this particular company is not going to
fleece you? I would be dishonest to vote for this
Resolution if you cannct give me a proper explana-
tion as to whether these goods are guaranteed.

You might have to pay more money; I am not
arguing on the question of the money you are paying
for them. I am looking at the plain simple facts.
What are the facts? The facts are: you ordered
Biritish goods: you were treated badly because they
have not stood up. If you had ordered Japanes:
or American goods, the first thing they would have
told you was that these goods came down here and
int less than six months they have broken down. They
would not have come back in here and said that
despite all that they are asking for a further $30,000
to buy the same people’s goods, despite that the
1'eople have no revutaticn. Of course, I do know that
the Premier would say that it does not matter what
‘we on this side may say. He would say ‘‘let thern
ta'k, when they finish, my sheep will follow blindly
and vote for this.”” That is why I say it is the worse
thing in the world that you pay members of this
JTouse of Assembly. If they felt they did mnot have
$160 a month to lose, they would vote according to
their conscience. Could this be said to be destruec-
tive criticism? If the Chief Engineer of the Water-
works Department had sat by and ailowad these con-
ditions to go on without drawing them to the atten-
tion of the Governmeut, he would have been the
person to blame. 1 do know that he drew the matter
to the attention of the Government.

The Government has come back in here despite
the fact that the Beresford pumps have proven to
ke of no good, despite the fact that the manufacturars
would not give a rebate, and is saying ‘‘we are going
back to mother and order some more of her pumps.’’
That is not right. This is criticism which the Colonial
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Cffice should read. [A VOICE: It is our duty to
help the Mother Country.] I would say so too but
we should help if they are honest. What the Hon.
Minister of Communications, Works and Housing
is saying suits 1812; not today. We have grown, up.
Sir, before I vote ome cent of this Resolution
teday, 1 feel that the Hon. Minister should be able
to tell us what assurances he has of this new com-
pany and who has given him the guarantee. With
whom has he discussed the matter? You know, Sir,
that there is a rumour flying about that Mr. Roddam,
the man who swindled the people in Antigua, is
responsible for putting this on you. It is a fact thai
sometimies you get British officials in these parts
drawing more commission than any Government cau
think of. Sir, before I vote for this Resolution, I
want the Hon. Minister to say what guarantee has
he of this company. That is what I would have sought
out first if I were a member of the Goverrment. Bear
‘n mind that the goods from the former manufaectur-
ers proved to be a failure. You are absolutely wroay
if you are hiding that from this House. It should
have been set out here in the Addendum for the
benefit of honourable members and the publie. If
there is no guarantee, ihere will be no vote from we
{or this Resolution.
5.15 p.m.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Chairman, after all the
commonsense the hon. serior member ror the City
has displayed and also the direct evidence he has
given, it is no use flogging a dead horse. it is abso
lutely sure and certain that these Beresfcrd Pumps
are bad. We have ihrown that money away. What 1s
worrying me is, are these Spindle pumps any better
or have they been tried? We are only one of the
theusands of Waterworks all over the world using
electric pumps for pulling the water; therefore, it is
inecumbent on the Mimster and his Department to
examine this point clearly. Are the Harland Spindle
Pumps used all over the world for this purpose, and
if they are, are they successful? I have heard
nothing about them. I am told that in the nelglll?our-
ing colony of Jamaica for years they have been
pumping water with clcetric pumps at a very cheap
rate. I have not yet Leen able to get the name of
the pump, but of course, that could be got; but I am
told that these pumps work most economically; they
pump water in the vicinity of 12e. a thousand gallons
and God knows what we pay for water here. Is it
not possible before for them to investigate this? 1
would like the Minister to answer this: T am not
criticising him, I am helping. TIs he certain that
these Harland Spindle Pumps are of the type that
will hold up to their joh? Like the hon. junior mem-
ber for the City, I am most despondent about English
machinery today, from the very motor-car back up
to wheels for cane engines. The old ones last and the
new ones are breakirg up. It is a serious situation.
One factory put down gear the same year as I did;
mine is an old one which is still working and the new
one has been replaced. I am not against water; I
have always been most active as regards water
because it is essential ; but before you progress you
should see that your road is clear and that you arc
wot going to retrogrzes I am not confident in that
matter and I would like to hear something of these
pumps. Are they used by other Waterworks units?
I mean to say, we are only one of the places who
have to pump water all over the world, and T would
like to know if any Minister has asked about the
Jamaica Waterworks who use electrical pumps very
economically. We should hear this before the vote
is taken because this is important. It is no use crying
over spilt milk, because it has gone on the floor
already. That is my argument and I am hoping that
the Minister will give us that idea, or if he is not

clear on it, postpone the matter and let us be surs
of what we are doing. This is the only other way of
tackling the situation. If a certain pump works in
fifty countries, it will work in fifty-one. If it does not
work 1n fifty, you canrot expeet it to work in one. I
will not delay the House any more.

Hon, M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I do appre-
ciate the remarks madc by the hon. senior member
for the City, the hon. junior member for St. Andrew,
the hon. senior member for St. John and the ho.
Junior member for ClLrist Church; even though the
hon. member for the Uity was very streng in his
eriticism and of course used terms which could be
avoided, but it was clear that he wanted as far as
possible to assist the Government as he said, unlike
the hon. junior member for the City and the hou.
senior member for St. Philip who no doubt seize
every opportunity in ikrowing mud and slime upon
people whenever the occasion arises. '“We always
expect that from them. They cannot do anything
more than that. He is a boss at it. He ecannot help
it and it keeps him right there where ke is. Now, I
regret that the senior member for the City was not
in his seat. If he were, he would have heard me give
all the information reiative to the service given by
those pumps from time to time. I want to assure
kim that no valuable information was withheld ; it
was not a question of nut stating the facts. They were
stated as clearly as could have been stated 'at tho
time with one exception which I thought was history
to the House, because I thought everybody in Bar.
bados knew that when the pump was first installed
it did give some troubie and somebody came from
Hngland and I think ic went back up; and if |
remember correctly thev reported that the pump
suffered from fatigue when it made so many thousand
revs and broke down under the cireumstapces. It
was a question of the sooling system being faulty it
I remember correctly. That was long ago—before
the question of the Ministerial set-up—and I did not
know that it was necessary to say it again at this
stage; but I want to assure him that 1 told the
House and the Committee when I was introducing
the Resolution that the position was that the makers
had refused to exchange those pumps, but I said the
matter was still under consideration. We were still
negotiating and the makers have said that they can
supply a smaller type of pump which has given good
satigfaction if we sent up the exact thing with all
the specifications, and they would be willing to cope.
I cannot at this stage say they are not prepared to
make some sort of rebate or whatever the case may be
or some adjustment, because the matter is still under
consideration: but what I would like to emphasise is
the fact that—and T think most members will agree
Wlth‘me—if to-day you had an Austin 10/ and that
Austin 10 gave good service, it is logical to feel and
to conclude that an Austin 16 or 20 might give just
as good. service as the Ausin 10, and that is why when
In 1950 the matter was discussed, the Beresford 35
h.p. and 45 h.p. gave such good service that it was
agreed to purchase the Beresford Submersible 96 h.p.
and 115 h.p. There are two 96 h.p. and one 115 h.p.
pumps at the Belle and I might inform the House that
only last wtek one was returned to the Island and
was installed the same day. wat what has happened ?
The persons pressing the question as to the satisfaction
in the proposals to import the Harland Spindle, were
the Chief Engineer in collaboration with his Assistant
Fngineeer Mr. Emtage, (who T understand is a first-
class man), who recommended them. T want the hon-
ourable member for the City to listen to this: T un-
derstand that there is no agent in thig island connect-
ed with this pump and it therefore takes a long time.
Tt has to be made when you place the order. They are
not like the Beresford people who have quite a lot on

>
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bhand; they bhave to make them and thst is the
position. I am assured by them that these pumps
give first-class service wherever they are, and { men-

tioned when I was introducing the Resolution that .

it is on record that one of these Harland Spindles was
installed since 1935 in one country, I do not remember

which one now, and is still going strong without any .
trouble. The pump is down in a hole and the motor |
is on the surface where it is easy: to get access to the :
motor and repairs can be effected in the island without

having to send it out as in the case of the Beresford
submersible.
5.25 p.m.

I'hat information is from the technical expert,
and, as the honourable senior member for the City has
said, unlike other people who hope to be experts,
what ean you do? If you have been advised by an
expert on a matter, what else can you do but follow
the advice of the expert? If an expert advises you
as to these Harland Spindle pumps, and a layman
who knows nothing about the matter, says that you
can get a better pump for one-half the cost, and then
it goes bad on you, you would have turned down the
advice of the man who has to see that the operation_ of
these pumps is carried through. You have to abide
by the advice of the technical expert. ‘

There is one last point which I would like to
make. The honourable senior member for St. Philip
has said that the Chief Engineer has condemned the
two steam pumps at the Belle; I want to say that
there is absolutely no truth in that statement. When
we had the Belle electrified, the Chief Engineer de-
cided to allow these steam pumps to remain as stand-
bys because everybody knows that the supply of elec-
trie eurrent is doubtful. At least you do not know
when it will be shut off, and you should always have
a stand-by ; therefore, these steam pumps at the Belle
are used ad stand-bys, ready to be started if the elec-
tric power fails. These pumps were never out of
commission. Only last Tuesday morning, I was up
there, and they were started and they pumped 21,000
gallons per hour. It is cheaper to lift the water by
electricity than by oil or fuel, and that, is why these
pumps are allowed to remain as stand-bys; they were
never ¢ondemned, as the honourable senior member
for St. Philip hag said.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I agree that the Hon.
Minister should take the advice of the expert, but has
the Government since found out from the Colonial
Office or made investigations before we buy these
pumps? I would take the advice of the Engineer,
but we want to know something about these peopie
who are supposed to have a reputation. I am not
questioning the cost of these pumps, but we want the
best. Sinece the Engineer told you what type of
pumps you could get, have you been able to find out
from the Colonial Office, the Crown Agents or any-
body else if this is a reputable Firm? Are they just
recommending these pumps and then going out of
business? All of that T want to know. We are
spending $60,000———F—

Hon. M- E. COX: We cannot get any guar-
antee until the Order is placed. [Mr. E. D. MOT-
TLEY: Oh, no.] All we can do at this stage is %o
make an enquiry.

Mr. E.D. MOTTLEY: Iam asking the hon.
member to investizate whether this is a reputable
Firm having parts and replacements and so on.
Have you found that out from them? All Firms
oive & guarantee: vou can enarantee anvthine, but
it is a question with dealing with a reputable Flirm.

Hon. M. E. COX: Before you can vlace an
order, you must have the authority from the House

to do so. After that, the order is placed with stipu-
lations. But the hon. member should know that it
has always been the Government’s policy in consult-
ing with the Crown Agents, to find out—[Mr. E. D.
MOTTLEY: Is this a reputable Firm?] These
pcople have a reputation because I have already said
that the small h.p. engines gave excellent service. [Mr.
E. D. MOTTLEY: Where?] In Barbados.

5.35 p.m.
It is the usual practice to work through Crown

| Agents and to get all the information of the re-

dability and otherwise of the firm and machinery
before it is bought. That is the position with re-
speet to this matter.

I should like to inform this House that one of
these spindles has already been ordered for work
on the Deep Water Harbour. The Chief Engineer
of the Waterworks Department is satisfied that these
pumps will do all that is réquired. As a matter of
fact, we lift three million gallons of water at the
Belle Pumping Station with the boilers that are
there, and he guarantees us that these spindle pumps
will lift four million gallons per day.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, the honourable
member only knows of mud slinging and slimy re-
marks. He has taken note of that to-day merely
because of the disgrace which has come upon the
Ministry about housing. His past business and
this dishonest dealing should make him so ashamed
tkat he should resigu his Ministry. [Hou. M. K.
COX: That is nonsense; you should do that.] Sir,
because one has the guts to tell him of his incom-
petence, he says it is nonsense. After this tom-
foolery, listen to what he says: he said he told the
Committee when he was introducing the matter to
this House. That is not the time for this informa-
tion to come before the House. Who told him any-
tking of turning down the advice of the expert? Of
gourse he has to take the advice of the experts. He
does not have to be a man with all that honesty to
tell you that something is wrong with the Water-
works Department. The Hon. Minister has come in
here time and time again and has withheld the infor-
mation. Do you want greater disservice and io-
competence? This is not the ordinary type of in-
competence this is criminal incompetence. All these
years these Beresford pumps have been giving
trouble. Can he escape from it? What is in the
Addendum to the resolution is rank dishonesty.
What is in this Resolution is something which could
have been put in a Resolution coming before this
Chamber in 1950. This is what is stated: ‘‘The
rapid increase in the demand for water which resuli
cd from various factors, but mainly from the increase
in population and the improved standard of living
since the reorganisation of the Water supply started
in 1950, makes it necessary to augment the pumping
facilities of the Waterworks Department. ‘‘ They have
not put in here anything of the increase and reor-
ganisation we have alrsady provided by way of the
Beresford pumps. An honest statement would be
that he is replacing the Beresford pumps with the
two Harland spindle pumps which is the purpose cf
this Resolution. [A VOICE: He told you that.]
‘Why not write it down in the Addendum? After
we have already provided you with five or six Beres-
ford pumps, you are putting this statement in the
Addendum and you are saying that you want two
Harland spindle pumps through that. Can anybody
cther than someone with a perverted mind eclaim
that is an honest statement? That is rank dishonesty.
There is not one word in the Addendum io say that
the Beresford pumps have broken down. I am re-
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fiably informed that the Chief Engineer of the
‘Waterworks Department has been making represer-
tation concerning this thing to the Government ever
since, but the Hon. Minister of Works would not
let the information corze down in the monthly re-
ports. He has been keeping the information back
from the public. Certainly there is only one man %o
blame and that person is the Minister. That is the
type of man who continues to hold the portfolio fur
this thing. He has not a sense of responsibility to
know that he is letting down the Ministry. Of course
he cannot be expected to have that. The next Reso-
lution is going to show him up in another light. All
he is doing is to waste the taxpayers’ mcney becauss
it is there for him to waste. Ile is absolutely in-
competent There is not one word in this Addendum
to guide the public that these pumps are not wanted
for reorganisation but that they are wanted to re
place pumps that are absolutely useless.

The hon. senior member for the City said just
now there was a rumour going around about Mr.
Roddam. I had the opportunity of going to two
West Indian Islands and seeing the incompetence
of that man. He has left a monument of his incom-
petence in the island of Dominica. He has been horse-
strutting between Antigua and St. Kitts. [A VOICE:
Horse-strutting? What is that?] Take the debates of
this House and read them. The Hon. Minister has
not said whether the Beresford pumps were ordered
long before Mr. Garrod came out here. Mr. Roddam
is a greater expert tha» Mr. Garrod. Mr. Roddam 1s
not an Engineer to & little organisation like the
Waterworks Department, he is Colonial Adviser to
the Secretary of State for the Colonies and C.D. &
W.; he must know more than Mr. Garrod. We warn-
e¢d you at that time that he was a man who was
walking about the West Indies selling machinery.
Liook up the debates and you will see that for your-
self. You cannot take adviee of this sort from these
experts. Faney, the Hon. Minister got up and said
that you must aceept the adviee of the expert. Is it
not the advice of the expert that has got you tha
Beresford pumps? The very expert and greater ex-
perts told you to order the Beresford pumps; and
with all that advice the Hon. Minister of Works
comes back today and says that we mus: order the
Harland pumps because the expert has told us to do
so. Of course. you have to take advice from the ex-
perts. Has anybody told you whether this is a re-
putable firm before you place the order? You have
not said so. Do you want any greater incompetence
than that? This is a man whose head is devoid, of any
brain at all. Do you think anybody past the age of
21 years would have said that you must place your
order with a firm for pumps before you can find out
anything of the firm that is manufacturing the
pumps?

5.45 p.m.

Hon. M. E COX: 1 have already told the Com-
mittee that we have a guarantee. The hon. senior
member for the City asked if we have any guarantee
before we ordered them and I got up and replied to
that.

Mr. LEWIS: The hon, senior member for the
City asked whether there was any guarantee froma
the manufacturers.

Hon. M. E. COX: He asked about the guaran-
tee for the pumps—bur the hon. junior member for
the City just cannot help it.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, the hon. senior
member for the City asked if he found out anything
about the reputation of the firm. He himself asked
the question because he could easily get an answer
to it, but the hon. member has not done anything
about it. It is incompetence again, incompetence
bordering on gross ignorance to say you cannot find
out anything about the people recommended to you.

Are you going to wait urtil you get the vote to ask
if they are a reputable firm¢

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I did not say
that; 1 was referring to a guarantee because 1 said
the same thing might i appen to the spindle pump as
to the Beresford pump and I was referring to the
guarantee of the pump, because I told the Commit-
tee the Spindle Pump was already ordered for the
Deep Water Harbour.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, the hon. member
is in the unfortunate position that he has to ask
himself the question that he can answer. He ended
up by saying that. Do you think if he knew ever
since a meeting started at 3.15 p.m., could he not
have said it? What is he withholding that for? You
are in the unfortunate position when the experts
advise you about one pumyp and it let you down, yon
had to accept the experts’ advice about another but
you should go out of your way to get the information.
Amother thing is, are they going to give you satis-
faction with the type of water you have here? Watcr
is not the same everywhere. Find out if they have
given satisfaction with a similar type of water all
these years. There is no guarantee that they are
going to give the same service with this water. Now
that you have wasted money as far as pumps are
concerned, you are now trying to make good your
mistake. One would have expected that you would get
all possible information about it, but you are as
ignorant today about the thing as before vou started,
and you can never get away from the fact that you
are the Minister in charge of the Waterworks and
this state of affairs was not made public in this Housa
by you.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chair-
man, I now beg to move that you report progress and
ask for leave to sit again.

Mrs. BOURNE: [ beg to second that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I was go-
ing to say . . .

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. member making
an amendment to the adjournment?

Mr. CRAWFORD: There is a motion before
the House. I said, Sir, I intervened in the debate
just now merely in reply to the hon. member for
the City because he was accusing the Minister of
simple ignorance; and with this matter, Mr. Chair-
man, I do rot see why you should fadjourn at this
stage. Some of the remarks of the Minister should
be answered.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: On what are yon speaking?

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am speaking on the
motion for the adjournment. I am saying that at a
point in the debate wihere the hon. member for th2
City was replying to the allegations to the Minis-
ter, the Leader of the House had no right protect-
ing him by his motion.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS:
right to make the motion I have made?
Mr. CRAWFORD: On what did he rise?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must take
his seat.

Hon. Dr. H. G- H. CUMMINS: I have every
right to make the motion I have made.

Mr. CRAWFORD: What I meant was at that
particular stage in thc debate when members were
entitled to reply to the statements made by the
Minister, it was discourteous and unfair to seek *o
curb the debate. You do not curb a debate at a point
like that and I am saying, Sir, that while the hon.
member for the City was making it as plain as pos-

Have I no

Mr. CHAIRMAN: TIf the hon. member is go-
ing to make a speech I cannot allow it.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Well, I will vote against th=
motion. I told him why I was speaking against the
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motion. I told him, Sir, that in my opinion the mem-
‘bers who were specifically attacked by the Minister
-should have been given an opportunity tv reply be
fore the adjournment was called for, but it is far
better, Mr. Chairman, to do it at this stage than tc
adjourn the House ana then come back to it.

Mr. CHAIRMAN. I do not think so.
must have some kind of feeling for the Chair.

The question that Mr. Chasrman do now report
progress with leave to sit agawn was put and res-
solved in the affirmaiive without division.

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chawr ang reported
accordingly,

You

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: 1 beg to move
tbat this House do now adjourn for halt an hour.
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.
The question was put and resolved wn the affirma.
On re-assembling,
5.5 p.m.

Hon. SPEAKER: On the adjournment, the
House was in Committee of Supply.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House
resumed Committe of Supply Mr, SMITH being n
the Chair.

Waterworks Debate—Cont.

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Oun the adjournment, the hon-
senior member for St. Philip was speaking.

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 am not disposed to say
much more, Mr. Chairman, because the hon, junior
member for the City has already clarified the position
.of the Minister’s remarks with regard to the guaran-
tee. The hon. junior member for the City demonstra-
ted quite clearly that the Hon. Minister is more or less
.4 square peg in a round hole; and while the hon.
junior member for the City was merely accusing him
-of simple idiocy in the matter, he got up and accused
himself of compound idiccy. Be that as it may, I am
not proposing to refer to that any more, but I do want
to register the strongest possible objection to his char-
acterisation of my remarks. Anything I have said
here today or previously in connection with this mat-
ter, T have said it more or less ay rendering a public
service, and I am not going to sit here therefore, and
have the Hon, Minister aeeuse me of making slimy
representations, which is just what he has done.

Mr. Chairman, I am sure that he is the very last
member of this House who should have the temerity
ever at any time to accuse any body of making slimy
rremarks. You have heard him in this House and
outside of this House and you know that on a pub-
lic platform the kind of remarks he always makes
and he has always made. His idea of a political
discussion is to dicuss somebody else’s grandparents
and other people’s domestic affairs. People who
hear him would believe that he has adopted the
same qqgsitiorn as the carrion crow, because, the filth
in which he indulges both inside and outside of the
House reminds me—

Mr. CHATRMAN: The hon. member can reply
to the remarks, but he must not go outside of that.

~"The Hon. Minister has made some remarks and yon

can reply to them.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Knowing how strict your
.desire is to see hon. members preserve the propriety
of debate, I am surprised that you should allow his
‘remarks to go unchallanged. I say that hon. mem-
"bers who come in here at any time and make reference
10 a position similar to that which exists at the Wat.r-
~works Department, mist do it with soine sense cf

responsibility and must do it because they believe that
:+ what they are here to do. We are not here to tHalter
the Hon, Mpnister or any Head of a Department, and
1if either of them is guilty of any dereliction of duty,
it is our duty to reter to it publicly. It comes with
vad grace to characterise any dereliction of duty on
the part of a public Officer in the manner in whizh
the Hon, Minister thought fit and proper to refer to
the criticisms I made of the Waterworks Department.
Everything he has said in defence of the position is
& more forceful attack on the Government than any-
thing that the Oppositicn has said, and it is expected
of me to hope that he will realise that; but I am con-
fident that the other members of this House and: the
public as well are capable of appreciating the true
state of affairs.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, what is still
worrying me is that the Hon. Minister, while he has
attempted to answer some of the questions, he has
failed to give a reply to the more pertinent ones.
‘What is still worrying me is the length of time dur-
ing which we have to wait before we can get the de-
livery of these pumps. T have asked him if he has
explored all the possibilities of acquiring suitable
pumps from elsewhere, so that these pumps would be
delivered in a shorter time than 60 weeks. The Hon.
Minister has not yet told us whether he has any guar-
antee that the existing pumps can last until the arci-
val of the new ones which he hopes to put on order;
that is something which I would like to know. There
is a great danger in having to wait for all this time
for these pumps. We have already had some difficul-
ties In ordering equipment for the same Waterworks
Department; there were times when orders were put
forward, the Engineer was brought down on contract,
and months on top of months went by when deliveries
were not made up to mark. 'What I wanted a guar-
antee on is whether we can safely await the execution
of this order, knowing that the existing pumps will
continue to give us the service which is required of
them. That is what I want to know; at any time
these pumps can break down.

There is another point, and it is this: does the
hon. member have a sufficient gnarantee as to the suit-
ability of these new pumps which he proposes to or-
der? We know that there are Ministers in other
Colonies who undertake to go overseas themselves
along with their advisers and see things on the spot
before they commit their Ministeries and the Gov-
ernments and the taxpayers to any expenditure. I
would mot be satisfied, having the experience with
these five or seven pumps already, knowing that they
have failed to last, and the uncertainty of the manu-
facturing firm to give us some concession as a result
—I would be quite nunwilling to commit the taxpayers
of this Colony to any further expenditur2 unless w2
have those guarantees which are required under nor-
mal constructions. Mr. Chairman, what I would like
to state is this; the new pumps have been ordered but
the old ones which are now giving trouble had also
peen ordered. We are liable to have the same diffi-
culty with the ones which are to come as we have now :
let us place an order and be finished with, it, but lei
us make sure that we are not throwing away money
again. There is nothing wrong in the Department
sending an efficient Engineer overseas to investigate
how other Countries are pumping their water, what
kind of machinery they are using and how long such
machinery has been in service. You should contact
the Trinidad or Jamaica Government or any of the
other Governments in the various Colonies, and if
that does not satisfy you, there is nothing wrong in
aoing further afield to investigate the best type of
pumps and equipment which we should have.
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srom them. The Safe in which the Currency | The correct procedure to do it will be either to substi--

is put was not bought through the Urown agents
we bought a Canudian Safe. I repeat. You
are not compelled to buy through the Crown Agents;
sometimes you may find out that you have made a
mistake by not buying on your own.

I am merely referring to the procedure because
it is easy to satisfy hon. members that the recom-
mendation has come from the Authorities in England,
and it is almost invariably given by the Crown
Agents, The contract which they make on behalf of
the Government contains a guarantee and, of course,
vou have the necessary recommendation that you are
dealing with a reputable firm, that that firm is not
likely to let you down and it will be in a position to
let you have gpare parts.

Hon. M. E. COX: I would like to assure the
hon. member who has just sat down, that the usual
procedure is to purchase these items through the
Crown Agents; that has been dome. It is true that
the majority of our materials are bought through th:
Crown Agents, because when we get breakages, we get
back the equivalent for them. We are more sure
about the Crown Agents as against local Agents; that
is the usual procedure which we adopt all along.

The question that the further consideration of
this Resolution be postponed was put and resolved m
the negative, the Committee dividing as follows—

Ayes: Messrs. E, D. Morrugy, CrRAWFORD, ALL-
rer, HavNes, BE. K. Warcorr and Gopbarp——6.

Noes: Hon. Dr. II. G. H. CuommMixg, Hon. M. E,
Cox, Hon. C. E. TauMa, Hon. R. G. Marp, Mrs
BournE, Messrs. HOLDER, BrYAN, MILLER, BRANCKER,
and J. C. MoTTLEY.—10.

Mr, CHAIRMAN: The question has been de-
cided in the negative, six hon. members voting ‘‘ Aye,”’
and ten hon. members voting ‘‘No.”” T delcare that
the ‘“Noes’” have it. The question now is that this
Resolution do now pass. Hon. members in favour of
tkat will please say ‘‘Aye’’, those against please say
““No’”. T think the ‘“ Ayes’’ have it.

Bus Transport Board
Payment For Buses

Hon, M. E. COX: Mr, Chairman, I am asking
leave to amend this Resolution.

Mr. E. D MOTTLEY: Which Resclution?

Mr., CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is asking
which Resolution?

Hon. M. ¢, COX: The Resolution which is next
om the Order Paper. This is a Resolution for the
sum of $127,554, and I am asking leave to reduce it
by the sum of $10,685.

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: I suggest to the hon.
member that the correct method of doing that is to
deal with it in this House first. 'We have done it 1n
Committee by mistake; I am merely drawing the mat-
ter to your attention, Mr. Chairman, but it is a matter
for you to decide. We had a Resolution which we
amended in Committee, and there was a question
raised ; T did not say anything on that oceasion, but I
am saying something now. You cannot amend a
Resolution in Committee.

6.20 p.m.

However, there are two ways of doing it. This
House permits a certain resolution to be dealt with in
Committee. That Resolution of course can be reduced
in Committee because obviously that is a matter for the
Committee. But this matter is not a question of a
reduetion in the manner of a reduction which I was
talking about because you will not be able to deal
with it later. This is a question of Government
wishing to take out something out of this Resolution.

tute another Kesolution in place of tnis one or, to re-
turn to the House with it and get the permission of
the rlouse to allow you to reduce it and, if time will
allow, then deal with it in Committee. This is only
a vommittee of the House. The House has sent down
to the Committee of the House the consideration of a
Resolution for a certain sum of money : therefore the
Committee can in deciding on it reduce it, but they
cannog add to it. 1t is true that we made a mistaie
the other day when in Committee of the House a
Resolution was increased and I do know that there
was much discussion on it. Really and truly the
discussion on it was not acrimonious but purely on tie
question of procedure. I think that is the correct
procedure which I am offering. This Committee
wants the Government to bring down a different
Resolution. There is no doubt that the House has
got right before it sends down a Resolution to alter it
to what it wants to be sent down,

Hon. M. E. COX: I liave the greatest respect
for the opinions of the hon. junior member for St.
James who is an old member of this House but 1
would like to know whether there is a Rule for what
he hag said. It has been customary for us either to in-
crease or reduce a Resolution in Committee. Surely, it
has been done on several occasions. I would like to
know if there is a rule of the House.

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: I am quite willing to
help the Hon. Minister. We cannot increase it. AsI
have said it was done once when we wanted money for
the London Delegation but we made a mistake then.
Although the Government now by a prerogative right
has been allowed to be run by five members of this
House, whatever is done still has to be done according
to the statutes of this Country. What I was talking
about was incorporated in the Rule right at the end
of the Executive Committee Act. That is as regards
increasing; the lowering of it has never been done
except when mistakes oceur, The reason for inereas-
ing it is not only the Rule; it is stronger than the
Rule. When we sit in Committee we are not the House.
We are a Committee and though we might be a Com-
mittee of the whole House we can do nothing contrary
to what the House ordered. You find all that in
May’s Parliamentary Practice (I think it is on page
711 of the 15th Edition.) Ttis so obvious that you need
not look it up. As I have said, the Committee can
reduce a Resolution but even then it has the right
to send it back to the House for reduction.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, if the hon. men: -
ber will give way I will withdraw my request.

Now, Shir, this Resolution is for the sum of
$127,554. Before I go further I want to make a
special appeal to the Committee and for obvious
reasons. This is a Resolution to pay certain sums of
money to owners of buses whose buses were taken
over some time in August last year by the Govern-
ment. As the Addendum reads, the Government is
advised that pending determination of the amounts
to be paid in respect of the taking over of 116 buses
and certain spare parts of eight companies, payment
should be made of a sum to each company so as to
reduce the amount of interest payable. As hon. mem-
bers will remember, Government entered am agree-
ment with these bus operators and decided (of
course, this House by silent consent also agreed) to
pay 5% on the amount which will be paid to the
operators for their wunits. The payment of such
amounts is being made without prejudice to any
proceedings or to any sum awarded or obtained by
the Companies in any proceedings.

It is also proposed to retain the services of a
Queen’s Counsel to appear on behalf of Government in

-
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any proceedings which may arise. Counsel’s fees are
based on a payment of a retainer plus an amount tor
each day atter the first day during the period of the
actual proceedings, but as it is not known how long
proceedings would take, it has been necessary to fix
an arbitrary period.

It is also deemed advisable to have available the
services of a person with expert knowledge of the
valuation of motor vehicles and arrangements are
proceeding with a view to securing the services of
such a person from the United Kingdom. The cost
of bringing such a person to Barbados has been esti-
mated having regard to the air fares, fees and hotel
expenses likely to be incurred; it is difficult to fix the
amount of fees with any accuracy as it is not known
how long this person would be required to be n the
Island.

It is proposed to pay Messrs. Leon Alleyne and
Denton Sayers the sum of $660 and $480 respeetively
for services rendered by them in connection witih
the taking over of the buses. The sum payable to Mr.
Sayers represents an honorarium as he is employed
in a Government Department, but worked for long
periods out of normal office hours in caryying out the
necessary work,

The amount stated in the Resolution is computed
as follows—

(a) Payment, without prejudice
pending determination of the
amount to be paid in respect of
116 buses and the spare parts
taken over by the Government
Counsel’s fees

$117,619
(b) 5,040
(an estimate)

(¢) Expenses in connection with
obtaining the services of a per-
son from the United Kingdom
with knowledge of the valua-
tion of motor vehicles 3,755
(an estimate)

(d) Fees for Messrs. Sayers and
Alleyne 1,140
$127,554

6.30 p.m. ) N
Now, Mr. Chairman, as we all know this matter
is a very delicate one in that negotiations are going on
at present between the Government and these conces-
sionaires, and as you know, Sir, it was agreed that this
matter should go Defore arbitration. In that case,
Sir, we have to avoid as far as possib’e making com-
ments which will prejudice the case one way or an-
other: and for that reason as I said while I would
hate to think or rather hate to make it appear as
i would like to say here and now, that for the benefit
of everybody concerned I will have to refrain from
exposing it, as I know some meinbers may want to
know about the whole set up. I again promise hon.
members that as soon as these proceedings are con-
cluded that the House will have a comprehensive
picture not only of the amount which is to be paid
for these units but of the complete operation or the
Transport Board from its inception. But hon. mem-
bers will see the wisdom in Government making this
payment because if is pointed out that this money
carries an interest of 5% and one does not know when
these proceedings will come to an end and for that
reason the Government is prepared to make this pay-
ment. Now, in dealing with the second paragraph
of the Addendum it has been represented to the
Government that they should have someone with
expert knowledge in valuation, and during the visit
to the United Kingdom of the Hon. Premier and the
Hon. Attorney General and Financial Secretary,

they investigated the possibility of having a highly
gqualined mdividual come to Barbados if and when
required to give of his expert knowledge. That indi-
vidual, Sir, has been contacted and he has expressed
his willingness to come to Barbados and so that ex-
plains the second paragraph to the Addendum,

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, on a point
of explanation, it is not quite clear to me. .. .,

My . CHAIRMAN: On what are you speaking?¥

Mr. CRAWFORD : I want some matter explain-
ed by the speaker, Mr. Chairman, He said in his last
remarks that he was referring to the second para-
graph of the Addendum.

Hon. M. E. COX: I am sorry; that should have
been the third paragraph. The second paragraph
refers to Counsel. We have also been advised that
we should get some person to represent the Govern-
mend’s mterest on this occasion and arrangements
have also been made for that and as you see the fee
set out here in the Resolution ig $5,040. As [ resd
out just now the estimated expenses for the visit of
the United Kingdom expert is $3,755, and now with
Mr. Sayers and Mr. Alleyne, that $1,140 represeiits
as I mentioned just now an honorarium of $480 for
Mr. SBayers and $660 for Mr. Alleyne, So far as Mai.
Alleyne’s fees are concerned, we have been informed
that those are the fees or rather conform with ihe
fees paid by private enterprise for this type of inspec-
tion work, Again, Sir, you will appreciate the posi-
tion of the case, I know for example the hon. senior
member for St. Phillip has asked quite a few ques-
tions about the operation of this Board. Of course he
can appreciate the fact that it is a Corporation and
not really directly controlled by any Minister.

However, I am prepared at a later stage to give
the Committee all the necessary information; we
nave absolutely nothing to hide from hon. members,
because this House is the boss, so to speak. At the
appropriate time hon. members will be given all the
information that is necessary. In any case, we would
have to purchase these units; in any case we would
have to have representation at arbitration or the
Court whichever it might be, or both, and in any
case, we will have to pay these two gentlemen who
kave inspected these buses. With those few re-
marks, Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that this Reso-
lIution do now pass.

Hon. C. BE. TALMA : I beg to second that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: With all due respeet to
what the ITon. Minister has said, it scems to me that
there has not been at this stage, a reasonably free
and frank discussion on this matter which should
not be before the House at all. It is either that the
public; are now to be apprised of the financial detailg
05; the operation of the nationalised transport sets
vice, or that the matter should remain at the stage
at which it was before, until steh time as those facts
can be given. What really intrigues me first and
foremost, is to hear the Hon. Minister say that this
nationalised transport service is run by a Corpora-
tion. That was my opinion too. Last year when we
set up the Transport Board, it was my opinion that
this Transport Authority would be responsible com-
pletely for the acquisition and operation of the bus
service; therefore, I am at a loss to understand why
this Resolution should have been presented to this
Touse in this form. My impression was, that when
you have nationalised a public utility, and you ap-
point an Awuthority with statutory powers, that
Authority is responsible for all of the financial
arrangements of the service itself. Tn other words,
. ou give your Authorily so much ecapital, and from
the time it has been set up with statutory powers, all
the transactions of the Authority are conduected in
the name of and under the Authority itself. Per-
Laps the Hon. Minister will be able to tell the Houss
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why is it that he says that the Minister is not respon-
sible, that the service is being run by a Corporation.

Hon. M. E.. COX: I said that it is not directly
under the control of any Minister.

Mr. CRAWEFORD: What he said was that the
Corporation is not directly controlled by any Minis-
ter; but if he is the Minister of Tramsport, he form-
ulates the policy of the Corporation; and therefore,
in so far as we are concerned, all the responsibility
is his. The Authority has to carry out what the Min-
ister says. It appears to me that this statutorily-
appointed Transport Board should be acquiring or
paying for these buses, not the Government. Appar-
ently, the Government is not in agreement with the
estimated value of these units as assessed by the two
people appointed for the purpose, these people being
Mr. Alleyne and Mr. Sayers. 'Therefore, the only
thing the Government could think of is to bring down
an Englishman to see whether or not the valuation
is right. ]

Mr. Chairman, I do not want the Committee
to be under the impression that I am suffering from
any anglophobia or anything like that, but I am
mystified that in Barbados or in the West Indies for
that matter, when there are so many competent en-
gineering firms, 'we must yet send to the United
Kingdom to bring out a valuer to assess the value of
tlese buses. And not only that; it must be borne in
wind that we took over these buses in August, now
close on eight months. Is it possible to conceive
that an Englishman coming here regardless of how
expert he is, could in Mareh, 1956, tell the value of
buses which were acquired in August, 1955, buses
which have been repaired, and on which appreciable
sums of money have been spent by the Government
during the period? It is, on the face of it, utterly ab-
surd to expect somebody o come out here and tell you
what the buses were worth when you acquired them
in August last year. In other words, it is an absolut.
waste of money to bring this Englishman down here,
and the Minister says that the Premier and the Finan-
cial Secretary had discussions with this gentleman
and he has expressed his willingness to come down
here. In other words, he is doing us a special favour
in deciding to come down here.

7.20 p.m. .

What else can yon expect? If somebody is get-
ting a free trip to tho West Indies at this time of
the year, good hotel accommodation, all expenses
paid and good fees, do you expect him to express
anything else but a wiilingness to come? It is a won-
Jder that he has not landed already. Mr. Chairmar,
you would have no difficulty in getting one thousand
people to come on a joy-ride like this. When hz
comes down here and he sees the buses on the streets,
he will know no more of the condition they were in
when they were taken over by the Government than
the Prime Minister of England. All that he would
e able to investigate would be the present value
and especially as they have been repaired by the
Government since, I would not be surprised if his
estimate is higher than when the Govercment took
them over in the bad state of repairs they were in.

Sir, they met that fellow when they were in
England. He wants this trip to the West, Indies and
expressed his willingness to come; therefcre, we are
to pay for it. Tt is estimated that it will cost $3,755
but we do not know how long he may have to stay
here. It is not known how long the Court proceed-
ings will take and perhaps when it is finished it
may cost $5,000.

Now in addition to that, the Government alse
proposed to obtain the serviees of a Queen’s Coun
sel to appear on its behalf. The Queen’s Counsel
fees are based on a payment of a retainer plus an
amount for each day after the first day during the

period of the actual proceedings. There again it is
not known how long the proceedings will take and if
ig estimated that the services of this Queen’s Coun-
sel will cost $5,040. It may cost us $10.000; there-
iore, by the time these proceedings have been further
drawn out and fees paid to the Queen’s (‘vunsel, and
the English arbitrator, we may have well spent more
»n the two of them what represents the differ-
ence of what the Goverrment thinks of paying the
bus owners and what the original valuaters say we
should pay for them. The amount at issue may in the
final analysis be anything like $15,000. T:1 any case
when we get through, we can rest assured that th2
Queen’s Counsel and English arbitrator will cause
us to spend over $15,000.

Mr. Chairman, can you tell me that in a colony
iike this with Crown Law Officers, such as the Attor-
ney General, his assistant, the Legal Draughtsman, the
Crown Solicitors and what not, people wha are legally
responsible for advising the (fovernment on these
matters, that it is necessary to go outside and bring
in foreign counsel in this matter? Apparently, the
Government has no confidence in the valuators ap-
pointed locally nor anv confidence in the legal staif
attached to the Government. What is the Attorney
General there for? What is the Crown Solicitors
there for? What is the Solicitor General there for?
What are the Crown Law Officers there for? [A
VOICE: Drawing money] Are they only there to
draw a salary and when any problem arises Gov-
ernment must obtain counsel from outside? They
are either incapable or the Government is concerned
with wanting to give a free ride to someone here.
We have had many knotty problems arising here
from time to time in important matters ecoming be-
fore Government. So far as T know, we have not yet
resorted to bringing in counsel and so far as I know
our Attorney Generals and our Crown Law officers
of the past have not presented the implication of in-
competence which this action would have implied.
If I were the Attorney (eneral of Barbados or the
Solicitor General, I would not have this implicaticn
against my ability. The only deduction which the
public can make from this action of the Government
i1s that there is mnobody in the Legal Departmens
capable of representing the Government and defend-
ing its interest in this matter. Either that is slander
against all the Crown Law Officers, or if it is not
slander, they should be asked to resign and competent
men should be put in their places. Can you imagine
vhat in Trinidad or British Guiana when important
Tatters arise, they go outside to get a Queen’s Coun-
sel to give them advice when they have legal advi-
sers to the Government? This is no matter involving
any special Crown, oil or mineral rights or some
complicated knotty problem. This is a simple miatter
of equity. It is getting a valuation of the buses and
paying the owners for them. That is all it is to this
thing. The important thing is to get a proper esti-
mate of the value cf the buses. We are not settling any
dispute as regards oil or mineral rights; this is not
s dispute with the Gulf Oil Company as regards
royalties ‘and what not; this is just a matter with
8 few second-hand buses whichi the Government does
not want to pay for and because of that it is bring-
ing down an expert from England to do what should
have been done eight months ago. The Government is
also getting a Queen’s Counsel outside of the island
and paying him retainer fees plus other fees.

Mr. Chariman, it is an insult not only to the
Crown Law Officers but to every member of the legal
profession in Barbados. Do you mean to say that
you cannot find in the whole gamut of legally trained
men one solicitor or one lawyer capable of repre-
senting the Government in a small matter like this?
The Government is being niggardly, apparently with




L

~¢

MARCH 27, 1956

2297

regard to the compensation for the buses, but they
have money to squander in other directions. There
are not two people when it comes to the question
of valuation and ground of equitability like Mir. Lecn
Alleyne and Mr. Denton Sayers. The Government
has used the services of these men on previous ocea-
sions and was perfectly satisfied with what they
did. Mr. Sayers’ services to the Government of Bar-
bados have been honoured by the award of the M.B.E.
a couple years ago. Mr. Leon Alleyne is the mos:
competent mechanic in the island and 1 do mnot think
anyone would question their probity or sense of hon-
our, nor can they be probed by the bus owners to
suggest that they will cause Government to pay more
than what the units are worth.

I do not think anyone can question their sense
of honour to suggest that they would recommend
more than the units are worth. Sayers remains today
in a responsible position in the Government Depart-
ment and he is in addition, Sir, also occupied with
the Technical Institute. Is there any justification
for this kick in the pants by the Government to these
two men?

Hon. M. E. COX : Mr. Chairman. on a point
of order, is the hon. member saying the Government
has kicked somebody in the pants? I am appealing
to you, Sir, not to allow people to discuss this matter
because it is sub judice.

Mr. CRAWFORD : If it is sub judice it had
no right in here. The Government of this country,
Sir, takes it upon itself to do anything nonsensical
that comes to its head without thinking of the impli-
cations. The matter is not before the Court of Law;
the matter is before arbitration. They themselves
have repudiated all local counsel in the island; they
have kicked them in the pants by going outside.
They are dishonest. We have got competent mechan-
ies in your service. Nobody in the country has ever
pointed a finger of incompetence at Sayers. e has
kept the Government’s water boats in order and
also the vehicles of Highways and Transport and
during the war his service to the country was of
such a high standard that he was recommended for
the award of an M.B.E., and the Government is
saying either he knows nothing or is dishonest; his
word is not to be trusted. Now can anybody see that
this is not a reasonable interpretation from what
springs from the Government’s action? I ask the
Minister to put himself in the boots of either Mr.
Sayers or Mr. Alleyne and ask him if either one of
them can be approached by the Government again
to render any service of this nature. Can you imagine
Mr. Chairman, any time in the future you can call
on either Mr. Sayers or Mr. Alleyne?

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS : Mr. Chairman,
I appeal to you. The hon. member is going too far.
He has been appealed to already by the Hon. Min-
ister, and I am asking you to rule. This matter is
sub judice. 1 think it boils down to this: either you
vote or you do not vote for it. You cannot discuss it.

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT: I would like to suggest
to the hon. member that like the Hon. Minister, 1
am in a difficult position because I represent some
of these companies, but I am not going into that.
I am dealing with the procedure of the matter. The
Minister said the matter was sub judice, but that
part of the Resolution which is sub judice should not
be in the Resolution. That is all I was saying. It
should not be brought in other wise you are placed
in the position that this House and this Committee
cannot be muzzled if you bring a matter up which
is sub judice and the only part which should be
removed in the Committee. Personally, T agree it
is bound to be wrong and the Minister and myself
both know. We would know better than the others
that the matter is sub judice and that being so as

you know, the rules of the debate says ‘‘matters
which are pending judicial decision should not be
brought before the House by a motion or otherwise.
This rule does not apply to Bills.”” 'This is on pagz
280 and the next one is a rule from page 437 deals
v7iith the governing Speeches:

‘‘Matters awaiting the adjudieation of a court
of law should not be brought forward in debate (ex-
cept by means of a bill; see p. 380). This rule was
observed by Sir Robert Peel and Lord John Russell,
both by the wording of the speech from the Throne
and by their procedure in the House, regarding Mr.
O’Conmnell’s case, and has been maintained by rulings
from the Chair.”’

Otherwise, I submit, Sir, for your ruling that
when it comes to procuring an expert for Govern-
ment the Committee should debate that because in
the preparation of their case where a certain person
is necessary it is only commonsense. That does not
quite need any rule which will prevent them from
obtaining money. Similarly, if they wanted special
fees for a special Queen’s Counsel or if they wanted
to pay men who have already performed their duties;
but it would be impossible for the Minister himself
or other members of this House to avoid interfering
with the justice of the matter by any reference they
make upon a matter which is sub judice. The part
that must be interfered with is the matter for decis-
jon either by their arbitrator or alternatively by
jaw, and these things are not allowed hecause of what
I read, but I was merely trying to suggest that one
matter of procedure was right. |

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I just want
to point out that the honourable junior member for
St. James has saved himself from making the same
error which the honourable member on my right
made. Even if you withdraw the part of the Reso-
lution which was sub judice my remarks would still
be in order. What I am discussing is the $10,000
to bring the experts. That is mot sub judice. What
is under arbitration is the amount to be for the
buses. I am talking about that. What I am dis-
cussing is the $10,000 which would be voted to fin-
ance the bringing of the experts. I am opposed to
that; so therefore, I am quite in order to make the
remarks I am making. ¥ven if the motion for put-
ting $10,000 before the Committee had succeeded I
would still have made the remarks I am making now.

Mr. CHATIRMAN: I want to find out from the
Hon. Minister if any part of this Resolution is sub
judice.

Hon. M. E. COX: The whole Resolution, Mr.
Chairman, as you will see is sub judice. One hinges
on the other. We are bringing down an expert for
$3,755 to advise you on spending $117,619, and then
you have counsel also to advise you on the same
thing. Ome hinges on the other and you cannot
separate them.

‘While it may be true, as the hon. junior mem-
ber for St. James has said, there may be some sep-
aratio.., yet at the same time 1t must be admitted
that one is dependent on the other. It is a question
of settling the matter which is before arbitration.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I am trying to follow
the position very clearly. I am wondering if it is
not better for you, Mr. Chairman, to report pro-
aress and get His Honour the Speaker to give «
ruling in this matter, because it will cause a lot
of debate in here. I am yet to understand the
Hon. Minister’s explanation; it is either that we
say nothing and let this Resolution be passe¢d or
we will have a lot of debate on it. If a part of
this Resolution were to be withdrawn, that would
leave us free to discuss the matter affecting Mr.
Alleyne and Mr. Sayers and so on, but I will speak
on the other part of the Resolution if it causes a
bye-election.
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Mr, CHAIRMAN: On reading paragraph 2 of
the Addendum to this Resolution, I see that this is
what it states:—

“It is also proposed to retain the services of
a Queen’s Counsel to appear on behalf of Govern.
ment in any proceedings which may arise.” :

That word “may’” is worrying me. That is why
I want to find out if a case has been set down for
hearing and when the date will be; T want to find
out if a case will be lodged, if arbitration has be-
gun and things of that sort. I would like to find
out all of those things.

Mr. E, K. WALCOTT: Whether you accept
my advice or not, it does not matter. The Hon.
Minister has asked the Committee not to refer to
somethifng in this Resolution because it is sub
judice. If the matter is sub judice, that is the basis
on which we will deal with the Rule as to whether
or not we should discuss in here something which
the Hon. Minister has said is sub judice. If a thing
I3 occupying the attention of some Judge, and if
arbitration is to be done, that has to be made a
Rule of Court. I have appeared for some of the
Bus Companies concerned, and I know that the
matter is sub judice; but my advice to the Chair is
that the rest of the matter is mot sub judice. The
bringing down of experts, lawyers and so on is
not the same thing as telling you that the payment
of such amounts is being made without prejudice
to any proceedings or to an sums awarded or obtain-
ed by the companies in any proceedings.

The Addendum says in paragraph 1 that the
(Government is advised that pending determination
of the amounts to be paid in respect ot the taking
over of 116 buses and certain spare parts of eight
companies, payment should be made of a sum to each
company so as to reduce the amount of interest pay
able; to partake in a dizcussion as to whether or no*
this amount of money which is proposed to be paid
should be a less amount or not is nothing to do with

the other part of the matter, and you could not very :

well avoid bringing in some argument in con-
nection with it. That appeared to be the first idea
onf the Minister when he wanted to take out the first
amount n fofo. What 1 have pointed ant is that the
usual procedure is to take out that amount by order
of the House as distinct from an order of the Com-
mittee.

Hon. M. E. COX: I wonder if hon. members
would agree at this stage to reduce the amount of
the Resolution, since it appears that the hon. junios
member for St. James would be willing for us to
debate the other part ¢f the Resolution.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: 1 beg to mov:
Mr. Chairman, that you do now report progress and
ask for leave for the Committee to sit again.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER
vesumed the Chair and reporteq accordingly.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
the Hon. Minister of Communications who is deal-
ing with this Resolution for the sum of $127,554,
wishes to reduce this amount by $117,619. We are
asking the leave of the House for the Committee to
deal with this Resolution as amended.,

There being mo objection, leave was granted the
hon. member.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr Speaker,
at this stage, T beg to move that this Flouse do now
adjourn for three quarters of an hour.

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division and Mr. SPEAKER ad-
journed the House accordingly.
8.00p.m.

On reassembling,

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment the
House was in Committee of Supply.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
went into Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being
in the Chair.

Transport—Cont’d

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, the remarks
which I have already made were applicable to this
Resolution ; therefore, 1 beg to move that this Reso-
lution for the sum of $9,935 do now pass.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. senior member for
St.- Luey will speak.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I wag the last member who
was speaking on this Resolution at the adjournment.

Mr. CHATRMAN: You must remember thas
the Resolution was amended. It was changed in the
House so I feel I am in order to allow the hon. senior
member for St, Lucy to speak because he caught my
eye first.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, this Adden-
dum refers to the two matters with which we are
now solely concerned in this Committee. I would
just like to remind the Committee of this fact. We
are considering the items of the Queen’s Counsel
fees and the expenses of an expert from the United
Kingdom with a knowledge of the valuation of mo-
tor vehicles as well as the fees for Messrs. Sayers
and Alleyne. There is not one of us who would not
feel that the amount of $1,140 is not fully earned
by those whom it is proposed to pay, that is, Mr.
Sayers $480 and Mr. Alleyne $660. As to the expert
from the United Kingdom, I am not quite clear what
he is expected to do because of the fact, as an earlicr
speaker pointed out, that he would be coming here
many 'months after the units have been taken over
by the Government: and no matter how good an
expert he may be, he would not be in a position t9
form a valuation of the omnibuses in respect of the
date from when they were taken over, which ig,
after all, the material date. Although I am a layman
in valuation, T am at a loss to understand how much
help he can be when he comes, and particularly in
view of the faect that we have already had the ser-
vices and valuation of these two gentlemen,

.00 p,m,

But I would warn the Government as to the
1,000 guineas for Queen’s Solicitor and I notice it is
singular and not plural. I happen to be in the legal
world, and I heard the names of five Queen’s Coun-
sels mentioned and lest it be thought that T am calling
any names before they are selected I have heard five
names in alphabetical order, which are, Messrs. Arch-
bald, Butt, 0’Reilly, Wharton and Wooding, from
whom T understand the choice of the Queen’s Counsel
wilf be made; and I will congratulate Government on
being able to secure the services of anyone of these
Queen’s Counsels for the reasonable amount pw
down here. So far as Queen’s Counsels’ fees are
concerned, there are two who are members of this
Chamber but they live in a world of their own when
it cames to charging fees. That is why members said
rou are rewarded by the fee which youn can charge
for the expenses of beirg called to the Inner Bar. But
vwhat T am reminding Government abtout is this:
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whichever of these five mentioned Queen’s Counsels
is appointed, as soon as he accepts a brief from Gov-
ernment he will let them know this: you will provide
me with one or two junior Ccunsels. What must
happen is this: if he requires two junicrs, you pay
two-thirds for one junior and one-third for a junior
junior; or if he requires one junior with whom
to work, this two-thirds is fixed by the Convention
.of Barristers. Any Barrister taking less can be
reported to the Bar Council. So we might as well
face the fact that this $5,040 for Queen’s Counsel
is bound to necessitate a supplementary Resolution
in order to pay for at least one jumior, because he
is not going into eourt at least without one junior to
be associated with him. Now certain comments were
made about Crown Law Officers and T must say this,
Mr. Chairman, I am rather surprised that it has
been found necessary to obtain a Queen’s Counsel
from outsid¢, unless it is felt that the Crown Law
Officers’ Department today in Barbadnz is at such a
low ebb that they do not feel themselves capable or
they feel themselves capable, but they are not con-
sidered by other persons to be so in handling matters

like this, because in this type of work there is always .

some abstruse point involved. It may well be that
‘Government does mot have the confidence the past

Governments have had in their Crown TLaw Officers,

or their Crown Law Officers do not have sufficient
confidence in themselves to tackle a matter of this
kind and that they have suggested a colony outside
for a distinguished professional assictant.

Now, Sir. if it is suggested that the junior coui
sel will be provided from the Crown Law Officers’
Department, then the two-thirds fee will not have
to be looked for. This iz how the matter appears o
me. It would be infra dig for the Hcn. Attorney
General to appear as junior to any Queen’s Counsal
howevtr eminent, from overseas. As you know, auto-
matically the Attorney General is leader of the Bar
and the Leader of the Bar cannot be junior to auay-
phody else. The second to the Leader of the Bar, the
Deputy Leader, is the Solicitor General. He cannot
appear in accordance with the best traditions of the
profession as junior to this visiting Queen’s Coun-
sel, however eminent that Queen’s Counsel might
he — and it appears he will ke one of the
five from what one hears in legal ~ircles in this
wsland. That is the position with the two Crown law
Officers whom, I submit, cannot appear as juniore
hecause of their position. If you are going to retain
other Counsel, then you are left in the position of
‘having to fall back on the very very juniors wkou
are in the Crown Law Officers’ Department. If the
Queen’s Counsel becomes indispoded during the
negotiations, well then, automatically the other
Counsel takes over and you will see what position
we will be in when we have to fall back on very
inexperienced juniors who are already in the Crowp
Law Officers’ Department to conduct negotiations or
hiehalf of the Government, which, it iz felt, requires
some of the most outstanding advocates in the area.
So, Sir, T am saying that in supporting this Resolu-
tion I am anticipating that of a certainty another
Resolution will have to come to us in connection with
‘this fee, for with regard to the amount involved,
Mr. Charrman, there can be no doubt about it that
to be able to assume that this fee includes a retainer
and an-amount for each day after the first day, a
‘thousand guineas is certainly more than reasonable
to be paid. Only last ycar Counsel from overseas was
out here with five a thousand guinea retainer for a
matter not involving so much, and fifteen guineac
for every day (including Sundays of course) and
his expenses paid. That amount did not involve the
amount of money involved in this matter, but, Sir,

e >

I think that if this is an indication that either lhe
senior Crown Law Officer lacks confidence in matters.
or confidence is lacked in him, an intimation might
be made to the Secretary of States that the filling of
the Attorney General’s post in Barbados is overdae,
becauss 1t 1s o6 jong ago that Mr. Wylie has been
appointed *o British '»viana that he was able tu
represent rhem in th: Foderation taiks. It 18 high
time we had the apy ciniment filied so that we woald
not find it necessary to g¢ outside in order that
Crovernment will be adequately represented oy
highly competent. and efficient Counsel. To me the
Addendum is worded to soften the feelings of the
senior or acting senior Crown Law Officer by getting
someone from outside. You speak of a Queen’s Con-
sel, but you only put that in so that the acting
Crown Law Officer here would not feel badly aboui
it; but, Sir, there are some outstanding and experi.
enced juniors in all parts of the Caribbean and the
United Kingdom who are as good or better than
certain members of the Inner Bar, namely, Queen’s
Counsel. The wording of the Addendum is to pre-
vent ulie senor Crown Law Officer from fecling
embariassed or a bit put out that it has been fouund
neeessar, to secure te services of a geatieman from
outside.

£10 p.m.

I know we may be told that only very recently
in Trinidad in that most famous of criminal trials
in the British Caribbean, the Attorney General did
not appear in Court; however, in Trinidad it is
recognised that the Attorney General is not expected
to go into Court. We may be told that in the cass
of the Queen vs Dr. Singh, the services of Mr. Mal-
colm Butt were secured by the Crown, he conducted
the case for the prosecurion, and that has established
the precedent to go outside the Crown Law Officer’s
Department to secure the services of Coungel. How-
ever the Clerk of that Department is a member of the
Bar, there is the Attorney General, the Assistant tb
Attorney General, the Solicitor General and there
is the Legal Draughtsman. Therefore, it could be
kardly suggested that you are bringing cemebody from
outside because that Office is so inadequately staffed,
that they are kept so busy that they cannot take
time off to conduct these negotiations. Obviously,
it is felt that they want somebody better than those
who are in the Depsrtment; perhaps the Officers
may have hinted that they had better secure the
services of Mr. O'Reiliy or Mr. Wooding or any of
them. Whatever is the reason, there is an indica-
tion that there is an urgent need to have the Office
of the Attorney Gener2l filled, without any further
delay, by the type of Counsel which we expect of
Island. Anybody who is the senior Crowr Law Officer
is expected to fill that office such as the late Sir
Charles Pitcher Clarke and men of his calibre did.

We should suppori this Resolution because is
is obvious that if we do not support it, the Govern-
rment’s legal representation is iikely to fall below
that of the representation of ihe other side, and
therefore the Government will have suffered. Do
not let us be penny wise and pound foslish; there
are those around this Chamber who do not believe
in paying lawyers adequate fees. T am on the
outer fringe, but the fee proposed here is inade-
quate; the Queen’s Solicitor would be very lucky
to get anyone of these gentlemen whom I have men-
tioned, for the figure proposed in this Resolution.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I do not see any figure
proposed in this Resolution. The Resolution claims
that they cannot foretell how long the proceedings
may take place and what not, and therefore the
amount included here is merely an estimate. There
1s only cne point which the last speaker has omitted
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to mention; it is that this matter is so important,
and it involves such highly technical legal knowl-
edge, that the Government should make represeu-
tations to Her Majesty’s Government to ask that
Government to send down to Barbados Sir Hartley
Shaweross who represented Great Britair at the
Nuremberg trials in order to get proper advice in
this matter.

Unlike the last speaker, I feel that we shouid
not vote one cent of this Resolution. The hon. Intrc-
ducer said that in so far as fees payabic to Messrs.
Sayers and Alleyne are covcerned, the fres represent
more or less the type cf fees paid for similar work
in Barbados. That is not true; it is sc patently
nntrue, that the other arbitrators who worked n
conjunction with Messrs, Sayers and Alieyne repre-
senting the bus owners were paid much more than
this amount.

Hon. M. E. COX- On a point of order. One
of these gentlemen in gquestion Mr. Alleyne, told
the Government that the Insurance Company pays
$10 per unit for inspection, and those were the fees
which he was expecting the Government to pay.

Mr. CRAWFORI): Even if you c¢nly got io
the second standard at school, you would know that
1if you are paying $10 per unit and thcre are 116
units the amount would be $1,160. This Resolution
says that these Companies have spare parts so that
the Government would not have paid anything for
inspecting spare parts at all. The Insurance Com-
panies pay $10 per man.

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of order. I think
I have made myself crystal clear; the amount paid
was $10 per unit. As many as 40 people can inspect
2 unit, that makes nn difference.

Mr. CRAWFORD: That is as as far as his
knowledge goes. Other people who were employed
by the Concessionaires were paid $9.60 per unit
and $10 for the assessment of spare parts. Therefore
the Companies paid $1,344 for the 116 buses and
$69.60 making g total of over $1,400 for each assess-
or. Here we are paying $1,140 for two men and we
are not dividing it equally.

9.20 p.m.

‘We are giving Mr. Alleyne $660 and Mr. Sayers
€480. That is the way in which the Government
proposes to distribute this money on an equitable
basis but I ean see no reason for it. If Mr. Sayers
kas less qualifications than Mr. Alleyne he should not
occupy the position he does; but as he occupies tha
position he does, he should be paid on the same basis.
This is taking advantage of a good man; however.
I would be very surprised if either of them took that
money anyhow.

Apart from the fees for these two valuators, as
I have said earlier, I certainly will not stay here
and stand for that norcense of agreeing to pay $3,755
to bring an English Arbitrator. I d: not see what
je can do. If this malter goes to Court, ean yom
imagine a Judge or a Jury accepting the assessment
of a Valuator who would have valued these buses
eight months after they were taken over?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am only warning the
konourable member not to go too far over on the
other side.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I do not quite understand
what you mean, Mr. Chairman. This man is coming
here to assess the value of these buses. His assessment
may be used in the legal proceedings and I am submit-
ting that it is a waste of time to bring him here be-
cause his assessment cannot stand in any legal pro-
ceedings against an assessment which was made at
the time the Government took the buses. These
buses are bound to appreciate in value [A VOICE:
Shame, I object.] If the honourable member does not
want to hear any discussion on this Resclution, let

4s give the Government complete autocratic power:

to do so as they like. [ANOTHER VOICE: Do not
notice him] Of course, I will be just as stupid as
he to notice him. I am saying that some of these
buses have appreciated in value because the Govern-
ment has had in many cases to put in new cylinder
heads, new springs, etc., because they were of no use

before they were taken over. Others have depreciated.

in value as compared with the time when they were
taken over. Nobody in his right senses—outside of

members on the Ministerial Bereh—would imagine-

that a valuation made eight months after can be more
representative of the true value than one taken just
after the buses were taken over. This is a sheer
waste of time and money. There can be no justi-

fication at all for this unless the Guverrment pro-

poses to bring out a man who is biassed to say what
they want him to say, and anything so said would
e taken cognisance of by the people concerned. I
cannot conceive of a greater waste of money than
what is proposed to do with this money. Similarly,
Sir, it is a waste of time to have a properly staffed
Crown Law Officers Department and in a simple
matter like this to bring in counsel from outside to
represent the Government.

I am saying, Sir, that in equal manner as the
bringing out of the English Assessor is a kick in the
pants
Queen’s Counsel a kick in the pants to the Crown
Law Officers of this colony. If we have not got any
legal counsel qualified enough to represent the coun-

try in a simple matter like this, which is merely a.

question of interpreting a contract in which the Gov-
«(rnment entered with the bus concessionaires, they
are incompetent. God nelp them if they have to deal
w.th matters which involve legal techricalities. I am

therefore of the opinion that unless honourable mem-

bers want to open themselves to the charge of assis-
ting Government in squandering the public funds
that they should not vote for this Resolution.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I wish
tc add my quota to what the last honourable member
has just said. I am going a little further than what

he said. The Government wisely amerded the Reso-

iution to avoid what would be unpleasant to speak
about at the moment, but I think they should have
gone a little further. They should have further
amended the Resolution after the Hon. Minister ad-

mitted that there is liable to be a Court proceeding

arising out of this matter. The only sum of money
which we should be asked to vote so as to avoid any
discussion on this matter is that which concerned the
fres for the two valuators,
Sayers.

Mr. Chairman, I am going to move that the
Resolution be further amended by deleting the sums
of money proposed to bring down the gentleman
from England and that to pay a Queen’s Counsel
Let us take what is written in the Addendum to the:
Resolution. There is a paragraph which says: ‘1%
is also proposed to retain the services of Queen’s
Counsel to appear on behalf of Government in any
proceedings which may arise’’. In other words,
Government is actually anticipating that it is going
to have legal proceedings. This thing may cut many
ways.
the Crown Law Officers refused to bow to the wishes
of the Government and give them wrong legal opin-
ions or, in other words, you might say that the Crown
Taw Officers did wot want to say what the Govern-
ment wanted them to say and as a result the Gov-
ernment found itself in the position to get counsel
from outside. I can see no reputable barrister giving
any legal opinion which is not his opinion, just for
the sake of giving any opinion to suit you. He ig
going to say that if you want to give an opinion
contrary to his legal knowledge he cannot give youw

to local assesscrs, so is the bringing in of

Mr. Alleyne and Mr..

Recently, there was a case in Trinidad where

M ’C.
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That may be the reason why this
(fovernment waunts to bring i a Queen’s Couusel

irom outside.

9.30 p.m.

Nothing here says they are bringing anybody
from Trinidad or any place. They may be saywng
the Crown Law Officers are overworked and there
is nobody to do the work, but why are you coming
here for $5,040 for the simple reason, as the hon.
senior member for St. Philip has said, that this is
a contract? What has happened? "There was a
misunderstanding, a difference of opinion between
the Government and concessionaires who were award-
ed certain rates. Government said ‘‘We are not
raising bus fares; therefore, we are going to take
them over.”” What I am worried about is why do
we need legal advice. The bus concessionaires will
say, ‘“We want so much money,”” and the Govern-
ment will say, ‘“We are going to pay so much or let
us go to Court.”” You are saying you have not got
the lawyers here, you want somebody from outside.
The argument is going to be that the officers are
overworked. May be, they have not given wus any
good reason. Surely, the Attorney General has given
Government the advice that they are legally wrong,
and therefore, they want somebody to tell them
they are legally right. Apparently, i the system of
Ministerial Status in the West Indies the Crown
Law Officers must tell them what they want to know.
1 am going to vote for this reason, You have with-
drawn the sum of $117,000, the money which you
propose to pay the companies, so what are you going
10 have counsel for? Now, therefore, I am saying
1hat the same way we withdrew $117,000 we should
‘withdrew the money to bring €ounsel.

It is also proposed to retain the serviees of a
‘Queen’s Counsel to appear on behalf of Government
in any proceedings which may arise. If you have a
misunderstanding and they are not going to take
the money you offer them, go to Court. There is the
Attorney General and other Officers, and you have
got to get Counsel so that you can come back and
we will vote the money. This is wrong. You have
taken the buses over. Now, I will go down to the
cther part, which is as follows:

“Tt is also deemed advisable to have available the
services of a person with expert knowledge of the
valuation of motor wvehicles and arrangements are
proceeding with a view to securing the serviees of
such a person from the United Kingdom.”

Now this is nothing short of an act of lunacy.
You have been handling motor vehicles for sometime;
you have a sound knowledge of motor vehicles. 1f
you had for instance, seven or eight months ago, put
a working vehicle in the hands of somebody with
the agreement to buy it, provided you appoint
arbitrators and they said what it was worth,
and the person took it from you and worked
coming, the arbitrator was one
person who would know everything about it; are you
ooing to be satisfied to bring in somebody from out-
side who knows nothing about it? Suppose you were
on a jury and that question came up, and Mr.

Alleyne and Mr. Sayers said, ‘‘In August or Septem-

ber last year we valued them; we looked at them,
and this was the condition.”” What would be the
condition of the tyres of a bus doing, let us say 10,
‘20 or 150 miles a day working everyday for a period
of 8 months? What are you bringing the man for?

Tt seems to me T am laying too much stress on
4his Counsel. There is a possibility of going into
Court if after 8 montks there is no reply to the gen-

tlemen who valued them at one price, and intimated

that the machinery was in good condition, re-bored,
‘the cylinder heads are good, the chassis not sprained,

— ]

and what not. Let us say the condition of these
units is good, bad or indifferent. Now let us start
to depreciate and take off $50,000. This 1s a wicked
waste of money. If you come and argue your Crown
Law Officers are over-worked or for many other
reasons the Attorney (General seems not to agree
with Government, you will need Counsel some time
or the other, so come here for the money and yon
will get it. In this matter you will need advice
anyhow; as to how much you will need in a different
mautter. It is purely contract. The Concessionaires
agree to sell and you agree to buy at a fixed price
to be arrived at and that is the end of it. [ am wor-
ried about the fees for the Queen’s Counsel. It is
rumoured that they do mot agree with the adviee
given by the Crown Law Officers and we cannot help
nearing. If they hkave to go in Court, come to the
House and get momney to pay Counsel; that is a
matter for them. Now Sir, I take it that the Gov-
ernment must have agreed with Mr. Alleyne and
Mr. Sayers as to the price. Liet me ask this: the
Minister of Communications in whose Portfolio this
comes has more than cursory experience in dealing
with vehicles. Mr. Alleyne has experience in dealing
with the vehicles over 35 years in this country. Is
does not matter whether you handle motors in Bar-
bados, England or Shanghai, you have been handling
motors and it is a question of time. Sayers time is
over 25 years.

In paragraph 3 i: reads, “It is also deemed
advisable to have available the services of a persen
with expert knowledge of the valuation of motor
vehicles and arrangements are proceeding with a
view to securing the services of such a person.’’ Note
the phrase “expert knowledge of the valuation of
motor vehicles,”” not an expert on omnibuses and the
transport services and so on. In other words, he is
coming to do the same thing Mr. Sayers and Mr.
Alleyne has done. If they came here and said this
man has been in the Transport system in England
and he knows about bus service and so on, my
mouth would be closed. Why pay Mr. Alleyne and
Mr Sayers if he is coming to do the same thing they,
have done eight months after? May be, you want
to bring the man to show you how to run a more
up.-to-.date service, but the Addendum says you are
bringing a person here with expert k:rowledge of
valuation and that the cost of bringing such a persoa
to Barbados has been estimated having regard +o
the air fares, fees and hotel expenses, and it is not
known how long he wili be here.

940 p.m.

He will tell you about valuing a moior vehicie
in Barbados; in fact, any English car is worth more
in England as to age, than it is worth in Barbados.
It is a question of purchase tax in Evgland, but
ihere is no such tax here. A 1953 Austin or
Morris three years old for which you would pay
$1,400 in Barbados, you would pay £500 for it
in England; but you are bringing out a man from
England with a knowledge of valuation after you
have paid Mr. Sayers and Mr. Alleyne. Could I
be honest to the people of Barbados to sit here and
vote for that? You have appointed Mr. Sayers and
Mr. Alleyne to value these units, and you are paying
them $1,140; before you ask me to vote money for
doing the same thing which these two xentlemen
did, you must satisfy me that you are dissatisfied
with their valuation. Have they not given you =
fair valuation? In the absence of saying that you
have not had a fair valuation, I am not voting for
this Resolution.

You have appointed two reputable gentlemen,
they have given you a valuation and you are bring-
ing out another man from England to give you a

valuation; it may be that this other man may not
satisfy you, and you will have to start again. I
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repeat, that you rmust satisfy us that these two gen-
tlemen have nov done a proper job, and that toeir
valuation was tainted with prejudice in oune way
or other. In the absence of your saying that, would
T be conscientious ancé honest to my constituents
in voting for this Resolution?

I am moving thal these two items ‘‘Counsel’s
fees”’ and the fees for bringing down this gentle-
man from England he deleted. I beg to move that
the amount of this Resolution be further reduced
by the sum of $8,795; I think that we should only
vote the sum of $1,140 for these fees which the
Government has agreed to pay to these two gentle-
men, The Government seems not to be agreed on
some legal point and they want legal opinion on
this matter from outside; when the time comes, You
will have to get somebody because he matter will be
coming before the Court.

1 am saying that there must have been soms
misunderstanding between the Government and the
Concessinnaires; the Government and the Conces-
sionaires agreed that they will have somebody to
value the buses and they would pay their valuers.
You must satisfy me that there has been a dead-
lock, that the two mwen whom you appointed as
assessers are dishonest and that their assessment
was somewhat prejudiced; therefore you have to get
rid of them and You have to appoint another
valuer. We have not been told any such thing. Tt
is as well that this amount of money has been with-
drawn because there would have taken place a
full-dress debate in here and a lot of things would
have come out. I do not want to see any advantage
taken of the Concessionaires or of the public; but I
want to see everything done above-board.

I have said something here and 1 see ‘the.

members of the Government look up in surprise. T
am not objecting to their getting Counsel from
ovtside; if they prove to us that the Govern-
ment Officers cannot do the work, T quite agree that
they should get somebody from outside. Having
withdravwn this amourt of $117,619 from the total
of this Resolution, I d) not think that therc is any-
thing more before us than to vote thic money for
the payment of these two gentlemen Messrs, Sayers
and Alleyne. T beg to move thai this Resolution be
reduced by the sum of $8,795 leaving only this
amount of $1,140 to be paid to these geutlemen.
9.50 p.m.

Mr. GODDARD: This whole matter has been
g0 clumsily handled from the incepticn, that we
will be probably hearing a lot more of it before it
is finished. I cannot sec any solution of the matter
in the near future because the parties interested
seem to be so very far apart.

I am not a valuer but I do know that anyone
whom you may bring from Hngland, cr aryvwhere
elss for that matter, can only value on the same
basis as any one whom you have appointed before
to do the job. When that expert comes from Iingland,
probably to his consternation he will find out that
he has not seen beforc buses like what we have here
hecause the buses which we have are made specially
to suit local conditions. The chassis of some of them
is made in England and he will have to go to one
of the garages and see what they charge for one
of those chassis here, not what a chassis like that
would cost in England, because when that chassis
comes here, freight charges and such things are taken
into account. Then, he will have to go to the bus
builders and take their valwation. He will then
have to add those things together plus anything elsn
and then make the necessary deduetions for depre-
ciation and so on.

What I cannot understand is why Government
thinks that they can find someone who can do a

better job of valuation at this late pericd (it being:

eight months after the buses were takenr over) than
that which was done by the two persons who wers:
appointed at the time they were taken over.

This Resolution 1s broken down into three
rarts. The first part is for Counsel’s {ces. As the
last hor. member who spoke has said, I do not think
we have reached the stage whew we uneed such
counsel from abroad. We have not been told why
we need one from abroad but I supposc that is oue
of the things upon wiich they do not wish to dilate.
They might have been giver some advice by the
Crown Law Officers wiich does not tally with their
wishes and for that reason they are deing without
the Crown Law Officers.

The second thing is with respect to the expenses
in connection with obtaining the services of a persen
from the United Kitngdom with knowledge of the
valuation of motor vehicles. That is sciiething to
which I cannot agreec because I do mnot see the
necessity for it. I do agree with the motion for -
reduction of the sums of money that are needed: -
these two things and for that reason 1| am going °*
second the motion which was moved by the hom
senior member for the (lity. It would mean a further
reductior: of $8,595, ¢ all that we wouid ueed to
vote for now is the sum of $1,140 which i, to pay
the fees for Messrs. Sayers and Alleyne. Those are
the two valuers that were appointed by the Govern-
ment in the first instance. Somehow I am wondering
how would they feel to¢ know that they are going to
draw a sum just over $1,000 and Govervoment is
going to spend $3,755 to bring out an expert to do
the same thing which they have done. I do not know
how they are classified. The amount for bringing ous
this expert is over three times what the Government
is going to pay the two of them, but Governmeni
must have its own reason for bringing out this ex
pert, and I have my rcason for seconding the motion
to reduce the Resolution by the amount which I hawve
mentioned. My reason for doing so is because I do
not think it is fair or necessary. It does appear as
1f the matter will have to be settled in Court and the
value of the buses will have to be fought out therc.
The question is: would this new wvaluer infivence any-
one better than the valuers who were first appointed
by the Government? T do not think so and for that
reason I am seconding the motion for the further
reduction of the Resolution by the sum of $8,795.

The question that ‘he Resolution be reduced by
$8,795 was put and resolved in the negative, the
House dwiding as foilews —

Ayes: Mr. BE. D. MorrLey, and Mr. (JoppARD—2.

Noes: Hon. Dr. H. ¢. H. Coummins, Hon.
M. E. Cox, Hon. C. E TaLma, Hon. R. G. Mare,
Mrs. BOURNE, Mr. HoLper, Mr. Bryan, Mr.
BrawekEer, and Mr. J. C. Morruey—9.

The question that the Resolution for ihe sum ¢f
$9,935 do now pass was put and resolved in the
af firmative, the House dwviding as follows :—

Ayes: Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CumMIng, Hon. M. E..
Cox, Hon. C. E. Tania, Hon. R. . Mapp, Mus.
Bourxe, Mr. Horpir, Mr. Brvan, Mr. J. .
Mortrey and Mr. BRANCKER—9

Noes: Mr. Crawrowp, Mr. E. D. MorrLey and
Mr. Gopparp—3.

Supplementary Estimate, 1955—56, No. 78

Hon. Dr. H. G. . CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman,
this Resolution is for thie sum of $526 for incidentals
of this House. The inecidentals expenditure of the
House has been so to speak in bad shape for the
last three years; as a matter of fact, some debts
have been incurred wkich cannot be paid out of the
expenditure for the next financial year but that
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was what was done in the past few years. You paid
for debts out of the Current Expenditure and then
left very little to pay for incidentals for the ensuing
year. For instance, there has been an outstanding
item RElectricity, for which we owe $262.25. That
has not been paid for since June, 1955. That is
only one, but there ar:z other outstanding items sucn
as that. I beg to move that this Resoluvion do now
pass.

Hon. M. B. COX - I beg to second that.

10.10 p.m.

The quesiion waes pul and resoived in the
af firmative without division,

On motion of Hoen. Dr. H G. H CUMMINS,
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX, Mr. CHAIRMAN
veported the passing of three Resolutivns in Com-
mittee.

On separaete motions of Hon. Drv. H. G. H.
CUMMINS, seconded by Hon, M. E. COX, the
Resolutions were read o first and second tune and
agreed to.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES BILL

Hon. Dr. H. ¢G. H. CUMMINS: 1 am asking
leave to take Order No. 4, which stands in the name
of the Minister for Trade, Industry and Labour. It
js to do with amendments made by the Other Place
of the Bill regulaiing Weights and Measures.

There being no ob cetion leave was granted the
Hon. Minister.

Mr. SPEAKER: The mnext Order of the day
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister for Trade,
Industry and Labour, to move the consideration of
the amendments of the Hon. Legislative Council
to the Bill to consolidate the laws relating to weights
end measures.

Hou. R. G. MAPP : Mr. Speaker, the House will
remember that we passed the Weights and Measures
Bill and sent it to the Other Place; the Other Place
has sent back these amondments. The first amendment
is simple, substituting 1956 for 1955. The next is
more important. 1 did not like this amendment at
first, but if the House will follow it clearly, all that
the Other Place has done is to substitute new units
of capacity in the form of eubit inches, that is 274.420
cubit inches for the oid figure. As members will
know, at present we do not use the Imperial gallon
in this island, we use the wine gallon. tThat is our
measure of volume. The United Kingdom standard
for the xallon as mentioned in the Bill is 274.240
cubit inches. In the United Kingdom .A\ct the Tm-
perial gallon is define{ by reference to o standard
which is expressed by cubit inches. Recently, it has
been changed to 274.42/100, sc that the Other Place
by changing it to that figure he—e made it possible
*hat if this Government or the Legislature should
adopt in the future the Imperial gallon instead of
the Wine gallon, we wonld have the fignre and make
the change all the more easily. By accepting this the
House will not be agreeing with the substitution of
the Imperial Gallon {for the Wine gallon, but the
House will observe it. The nex: amendment is the
proviso, it reads,

“Provided that if the Governor-in-Executive
Committee shall by order published in the Official
Gazette direct that as from a date specified in the
order the gallon as the unit or standard measurez
of capacity as well for liquids as dry goods shall be
a nnit or standard measure of the same capacity as
the said imperial gailon, then as from the date
specified in the order the gallon ss the unit or
standard measure of capacity as well for liquids as
dry goods shall throughout the Island be of .the
rame capacity as the said Imperial gallon.”

So that by that proviso this would allow ample

notice of this change to be given so that sellers can
make suitable adjustments in the weights and mea-
sures. I may also meation that in view of Federa-
tion and the fact that this measurement obtains in
other units of the Federation, I feel this change
is a good one, and at any time that the Government
feels 1t should be hrought into operaticn, we can use
it giving full and adequate notice to the people
most concerned, that is sellers and so on.

The other amendment is Clause 16, after the
word ‘‘regulations” insert ‘“exempting in whole o
part from the provisions of this Act any undertaking
or class of undertaking specified in the said regula-
tions and make regulations.” That is, Sir, if it is
found that in adopting the Imperial gallon as the
wneasure it may be difficult to apply it to every
undertaking at the same time, we might exempt that
undertaking so as to give it a chance to change its
measures and so on. The next Clause does not make
any change of great importance. It makes it more
precise instead of defining the places by deleting, “‘in
any warehouse, store, shop, market or public place.”
]In Clause 18, as members will know it read as fol-
OWS :—

18. (1) Notwithstanding any other provisions
of this Act it shall not be lawful for any person to
sell or offer for sale—

(a) guinea or ind:an corn in the ear or stalk or
peas, beans or other pulse in the husk other.
N wise than by weight at the rate of seventy-
four pounds to the bushel: or
(b) white or building lime in any other mea-
sure than that of a bushel tub duly verified,
stamped and certified in accordance with
the provisions of section twelve of this Act.
(2) Any person who fails to comply with any
of the provisions of this section, shall for every such
offence be liable on conviction by a court of summary
Jurisdiction to a fine not exceeding fifty dollars.
These weights do not obtain to-day and further
more under the Act what will happen is that the
English weights and measures will obtain unless
otherwise stated, so by deleting this we will fall in
line with other weights and measures as far as the
gallon and so on is concerned. The bushel is equal
to eight imperial gallons, so it would be fair to the
buyer to have it done by capacity rather than the
old measurement by weight. Corn by husk may have
more husk or lime, it is not fair to sell it that way,
because in some cases the buyer may be seen to buy
it by the bushel tub instead of by the gallon. Under
the present Act by deleting this, lime can only be
sold by capacity.
I beg to move that the amendments be now read
a first time.
Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that.
The question was put and agreed to.
On separate motions of Hon. R. G. MAPP, sec-
onded by Hon. M. E. COX, in each case, the amend-
ments were read a second time and agreed to.

RIFLE TEAM TO BISLEY

Hou, Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I have just one
more thing to mention, Sir. I want to take this
opportunity to merticn that in the Estimates just
passed there was included $2,000 to send the Rifle
Team to Bisley, but this $2,000 was granted on a
dollar for dollar basis; they hed to raise an amount
up to $2,000 if they wanted that amount from Gov-
ernmwent, but since the Estimates have passed we have
received a letter from the team asking us to remove
the condition in as much as because of the hurricane
znd of other things people who gave before cannot
help them now and it would be rather difficult for
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ihem to raise the $2,000. As I said we have heipcd
in this House berore and this is to help along simuar
lines; outy tnat pecause of the difticult conditions they
cannot raise $2,0u00 and they are asking us to waive
tne conditions. If it is agreed to by the House, the
Government will help.

1v.30 p.m.

Mr. GODDARD: I can quite understand the
reason for this, but 1 only rose to say that 1 wouid
uot like it to be made a precedent. 1I you make 4
condition, then you should stick to it. I have no ob-
jection to removing the condition because of the cir-
cumstances which nave arisen this year, but let it be
undertood that this is being done because of the par-
ticular circumstances under which this Association
cannot raise this money. I know that this is a case in
which people have expended so much on their homes
and assisted their relatives in the rehabilitation, that
it is difficult to raise funds for charities in Barbados
today. This is one appeal to the public which may
have suifered as a result of hurricance.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: For the guid-
ance of the Auditor General I am wondering whether
it would be in order for the House to agree to & motion
that this condition be removed so that, as the Hon.
Leader of the Opposition has mentioned, it cannot be
taken as a precedent. I will make a motion that the
condition attached to this grant be removed for this
year only. I beg to move that the condition attached
to the Resolution for $2,000 relative to the sending of
the Rifle Team to Bisley be removed

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. GODDARD: I do not know how we ean
deal with a matter whieh is not on the Order Paper.
T am the only member of the Opposition present; I

agree with this proposal, but, at this late hour, when

everybody else has left, the House is apprised of this
matter. 1 am sure that other hon. members would
have agreed to this proposal, but it is a matter of pre-
cedent to make a motion in respect of somethine
which is not on the Order Paper, or in respect of
something which was not passed earlier in the day. T
have no obiection to this proposal,

Mr. SPEAKER: The only irregularity about
the matter is that leave would have to be granted the

a

Hon. Minister in order to procec wifl this motion .

Hon. Dr. H. G. H, CUMMINS: I did not think
it would have been necessary for a motion to be made
hecause this House attaches the coriditions to all
money votes. Nobody else can do that; we attach
this condition and we remove it. We attached the
condition that this grant should be given on a dollar
basis, and the Barbadcs Rifle Association has made
this representatior to wus.

Mr, SPEAKER: I hope the Hon. Minister has
seen my point. This matter is not on the. Order
Paper, and I think that the Hon. Minister should ask
for leave so as to proceed with his motion.

Hon. Dr. H. G. ©. CUMMINS: 1 ask leave in
proceed with the motion which I have already indi-
cated. ’

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon. Minister.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: T beg to move
that the condition attached to the HEstimates relative
to the grant to the Barbados Rifle Association be
waived for this year.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
that concludes Government Business for today.
Since we have been informed in a Message from His
Excellency the Governor of the prorogation of this
House at 4 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday next, I think that
we should meet at the regular hour next Tuesday, so
that any amendments from the Other Place might be
dealt with. If that is the general agresment, I bez
to move that this House do now adjourn until Tues-
day next, 3rd April, 1956, at 3 o’clock p.m.

Hon. M. E, COX: T beg to second that.

The question that this House do mow adjourn
until Tuesday next 3rd April, 1956, at 3 o’clock p.m.,
was put and resolved in the affirmative without divi-
ston, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House ac-
vordingly.

10.42 p.m.
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 3rd April, 1956
Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of As-
sembly mef at 3 o'clock p.m today.

Present

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HusBanps (Speaker)
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. Cumwming, C.B.E.,, M,D, CM,,
(Minister of Soctal Services); His Honour Mr

A. B, S. Lewis, (Deputy Speaker) ; Hon. M. E. Cux,

(Minister of Communications, Works and Housing) ;
Mr. L. E. Smits, J.P.. (Chairman of Commitiees) ;
Mr. E. D. MorTLEY, Hen. R. G. Mapp, (Minister of
Trade, Industry and Labour) ; Mr, T. O. Bryan; Mr.
. C. Gooparp; (Leader of the Opposition) ; Mr. J. C.
MorTtLEY ; Mr. V. B. VaugHAN; Hon. C. B. TaLma,
(Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries) ; Mrs.
E. E. Bourng, and Mr. E. W. Barrow, B.Sec.,

Prayers were read.
MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the
House that the Minutes of the last Meeting are not

yet ready for circulation.

PAPERS LAID

Hon. M- E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I am commanded
by His Excellency the Governor to lay Statement of
Post Office Advances for the payment of Money Or-
ders to 31st December, 1955.

REPLIES

Hon. M. E. COX: T also beg to lay the Reply to

‘Question No. 70, asked bjy the hon- senior member

for St. Philip, regarding the financial affairs of the
Transport Board.
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : Mr- Speaker, I beg to move
the adjournment of the House for five minutes—
Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot do that
at this stage. The Clerk has not finished calling for

Notices and so on-

Notices and Petittons were called.

—

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT TO DISCUSS
ADDRESS Re LANDING RIGHTS AT
SEAWELL

Mr. E. D, MOTTLEY : Mr. Speaker, I am moving
the adjournment of this House for five minutes in
order to discuss a very important matter. I under-
stand that in a few minutes from now, His Excel-
lency the Governor will be proroguing the House, and
it leaves us somewhat worried as to whether hon:

| members have forgotten, or rather the Administra-

tion hav. forgotten, the Address which was passed by
this House relative to landing rights at Seawell Air-
port being granted to American Flag-bearing Air-
lines. We do not consider that this House should be
prorogued with such a very important question left
hanging in the air. You will recall, Mr. Speaker,
that quite recently this entire question of the Air
Service was considered, and other West Indian Colo-
nies seemed to have got quite a lot of benefit from
it, and also got much of the old system reviewed. We,
in this Colony, have not had any such consideration.
We feel that this matter is of such importance that ~
His Excellency the Governor could have, at least,
given some reply to it. The Address was dated 29th
November, 1955, and it reads as follows:—

His Ezxcellency the Governor
To
The Honouradle the House of Assembly

The House of Assembly desire to draw to Your
Excellency’s attention its dissatisfaction with the
reluctance of Her Majesty’s Government in the
United Kingdom to grant landing rights at Seawell
Airport to an American flag-bearing airline ready
and willing to offer the island the benefit of sche-
duled services:

The House is of the opinion that these facilities
should be granted without further delay and that
similar rights should be extended to any other re-
putable national airlines willing to offer scheduled
services.

The House respectfiully request that a copy of this
Address be transmitted by cable to Her Majesty’s
Principal Secretany of State for the Colonies with a
request for prompt attention.

At least, the majority of hon. members who actu-
ally voted for this Address—there was no dissen-
tient voice in this Chamber—feel today that this
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very important matter should not be left to die a
natural death or to be pigeon-holed, so to speak. We
{eel, that the democracy of which we have been hear-
ing so much, is only a sham, if this state of affairs
exists. 1f, in these days, we are told that we are giv-
en freedom and privileges, allowing us to rum our
own business, so to speak, we feel that some reply in
connection with this matter should have been forth-
coming. I do not want to accuse the Head of the Ad-
ministration of being discourteous, but I want it to
be borne in mind very strongly that we have passed
this Address relative to the Airport which should be
an open Airport; the Address says in paragraph 2
that the House is of the opinion that the facilities of
landing rights should be extended to any other re-
putable national Airlines willing to offer scheduled
services:

Iere we have an Airport which is really a closed
Airport. Today you must realise that if you had an
American Airline with landing fees working out at
$60, we would be getting something like $10,000 by
way of revenue, and now we have to look for a lot of
money to be spent on our Airport. It may be argued
that we have been getting from the British taxpay-
ers certain funds to assist us with our Airport, but
a similar argument applies to other Colonies. There-
fore, it cannot be said that we are being treated
fairly.

3.25 p.m.

You know how the people in the other West In-
dian colonies look upon us and our Government, yet
we are still told today in this Year of Grace that our
airport is closed and, as far as the British Govern-
ment is concerned, it is that Government which has
the say as to who, and when and what should come to
Barbados. I think that is scandalous. At four
o’clock this afternoon this Legislature will be pro-
rogued. The Address with respect to American flag-
bearing Airlines landing in Barbados was passed on
the 29th, November last and up to now not one word
lias been said about it. It shows that we are nothing
else but a bunch of figure heads and it is just so much
“‘hooey’’ to say that we have any form of democracy.
i7p to now absolutely nothing has been done about
the Address.

We are using the sweat of the people of this colo-
ny to subsidise an airline company. Anyone who had
the pleasure of listening to the eminent Dr. Williams
a few evenings ago would have heard his condemna-
tion of the service which we are subsiding. He con-
demned the whole idea of it. Just faney, Sir, that in
these days you cannot hawve Barbados as an open air-
port so that you could get the benefit of landing fees
from the lot of airline companies that would like to
come here.

In a few minutes we shall wait upon the Head‘of
the Administration to hear him with all the dignity
and pomp at his command prorogue the Legislature
and then within a few weeks he will come again to
open it. We are told that this is a democratic coun-
trv and that this is a country where everyone 1s given
his rights and that no one has any stranglel}old on
you; yet we passed an Address in here asking that
facilities should be given to an American Airliner to
1and here and it is now five months since we passgd
that Address and nothing has been heard about 1.
As a matter of fact, that was the third Address we
passed on the said subject. Nothing has been done n:
the matter. Sometimes we wonder if our loyalty gets
us anywhere: we wonder if it would not be better if
we were to have a revolutionary spirit like British
Guiana. Just fancy, Mr. Speaker, that Parbados
boasts of all its loyalty and all its constitutional form
of Government, vet with all of that, members of this
House of Assembly without a dissentient voice agreed

to the passing of an Address and the Head of the
administration has net the courtesy to reply to 1.
surely Colonial Office should realise that it is tour
months since this loyal and ancient Assembly has
passed that Address and something should be said
about it before prorogation. It is scandalous; it is
gross disrespect to this Chamber. As I understand it
nothing more can be said about it after prorogaticn.
I feel strongly about this matter. It is not afrecting
me personally or is it affecting any individual per-
sonally: but it is affecting the Island as a whole.
The Address was passed in this ancient and loyal
Chamber and we asked that it be transmitted to the
Secretary of State for the Colonies, therefore common
courtesy demands that we should be told something
about it. A few minutes ago the Hon. Minister of
Communications laid & Reply to a question asked by
the hon. senior member for St. Philip. Why should
not this House be given some reply to this Address be-
fore this Liegislature is prorogued ?

This is not a criticism against any member of the
Government but it ig noticeable that when the Ad-
dress was passed not even one member of the Govern-
ment walked out on the Address. Can you say this
is democracy? This House sat, discussed and passed
an Address on the 29th November, last year and asked
the Head of the Administration to transmit it to the
Secretary of State for the Colonies and up to now
aimost five months afterwards not one word has been
said about it.

I believe hon. members of this Chamber will ap-
preciate that the Address was not the wish of only a
member of the Opposition but it was the wish of all
cides of this House. It was Sir Alfred Savage, a
former Governor of this colony, who in a speech said
that the tourist industry was an industry which must
be built up and if the tourist industry of this colony
is something which must be built up, surely Seawell
should be an open Airport. All members of this
House realise that, and because they realise that, they
decided that they should support the Address. I re-
member well that on the occasion of the passing of
that Address my colleague rightly amended it to say
that the facilities should be granted without further
delay and that similar rights should be extended to
any national reputable airline.

As I have said, not one word has been said about
it. This House has been treated with grave diseour-
tesy and the least that this House shounld do is to pro-
test and in no uncertain terms. Are we nothing else
but a bunch of figure heads? As I have said, one
wonders if all this loyalty which we have gets us
anywhere or if it is not that revolutionary spirit as
that of British Guiana which gets us anywhere.
As I have said, T feel very strongly upon this matter.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, in seconding
the motion for the adjournment I would like to say
that on the last occasion when we passed this Address
we hoped that we would have got an early reply; as
a matter of fact, we on this side of the table expected
a reply in a matter of weeks. This is about the fourth
oceasion on which an Address of that sort has been
passed and nothing has been said to this Chamber
about them. We have been treated in the same way
on each oceasion. As a matter of fact on one occasion
the Address was left in a pigeon-hole of the Seere-
tariat because when the hon. senior member for the
City enquired about it, it was still there. They had
fcrgotten to pass it on to the Secretary of State for
the Colonies either wilfully or unintentionally.

.35 p.m.

All of that was drawn to the attention of the
Tead of the Aaministration when this was taking
placa and he seemed so concerned about the whole
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matter that we had noped that within o couple of
weeks we would have got a reply. This is now a mat-
ter of four months ; the House is going to be prorogue:l
within a couple of minutes and we are tredted with
the same discourtesy as on the other occasions. 1
wonder whether they feel so complacent about the
whole matter that they can win over all the members
of Government who seem to wink at the feeling of the
House to the suggestion made to ller Majesty’s See
retary of State for the Colonies and to the Coloniai
Office on other occasions that they were willing to
back the Colonial Office mn its feelings. The Minister
of Trade said when this was discussed on the last
occasion that he was going to Liondon in a couple of
days and would take up tne matter and let us know
on his return what he could have got. He has not
seported yet. I wonder if he will join in this debaiz
today and tell us what was found out, because we
will continue to press on this side of the 'l'able tor
the opening of Seawell Airport to more than the
existing airlines today. We are glad to extend the
ranway, we have been voting micney to enlarge the
terminal and we have hopes of expanding the econ-
omy through the Tourist Industry, but if we have
10 depend on this one airline it will be delayed beyond
measure. This year, in the height of the tourist season.
people are moving two weeks earlier than they would
kave done because there are not sufficient airlines to
take them back to America, because if they remaiu
here they will have to spend one month. All airlines
golng both ways are full. The Viscounts were promised
a year ago; we got them this year. We are not treated
as well as we expected. We have given them a mono-
poly and although they have improved the service
they have not given the improved service we expected.
They are now promising more Viscounts next year,
but the tourist industry is being held back becausc
it is not coming fast enough. I know we only have a
few minutes and other members will want to express
their opinion on this, but T again say it is discourte-
ous that we should not have a reply to this our fourth
Address to the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
Only a couple of weeks ago an international meeting
of the Governments of the U.S.A. and Great Brit-
ain met over these areas and it was most pointing that
Barbados was again left out. I saw the names of the
Bahamas, Jamaica, Auntigua, Trinidad and Dritish
Guiana mentioned. Barbados was again left out
T hope every member who knows more will express
the same feeling as we have today.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, T take it that this
nmostly concerns today what the House might regard
as discourtesy towards it by the Head of the Admin-
istration and has nothing to do with landing rights
at Seawell. It is in that light that I will make com-
pients. I think it is very discourteous; not only an
Address was sent direct by cable to the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, but it contained the phrase
that we would like an urgent reply and it should
be dealt without delay, and certainly, Sir, I think
at least a reply should be sent to the House saying
that you have received the Address and you have
the assurance that it is being dealt with; but to come
merely five months after and prorogue the House
without intimation whatever that the matter is being
cealt with is discourteous and it is discourtesy which
has come from a quarter that should not be guilty
of such discourtesy. The next Address I would bring
in would be one to Her Majesty the Queen about
what is happening. That is the sort of Address I
would pass next time. Let us explore the possibility
of doing that. We can send it by the Minister of
Trade, Sir. He knows how to go up there and linger
and do nothing and have tea on the verandahs and
during that time he would be able to worm or trade

his way in perhaps and see the Queen. 1 do v ot think
ihis 1s the only Address upon which this House
hag been treated discourteously and others should be
taker up, but I am rather surprised that this treat-
atent should be meted out to this House which is very
venerous to the administration, and extremely gen-
~rous to the particular Head of the Administration.
Another thing I would do to impress our seriousness
upon the Head of Administration would be to boy-
cott his ceremony today or sométhing of the kind,
but some drastic step should be taken. It is unfor-
tunate that prominent members of this Government
should be guilty of conniving with the Head of the
Administration to offer gratuitous insults to this
House. They have been doing it for a long time and [
think it is time they stop it because they should see
the seriousness of it and call a halt. However, Sir
! just rose to say I woecld not like any discussion as
to whether Seawell Airport should ke open or not;
we know about that. My colleague said in discussing
the matter that no reply has been sent.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the hon. senior
member for the City has done to the dignity of this
Ancient House a great service by drawing to the at-
tention of the public and other hon. members the
manner in which the affairs of this country are being
handled by those to whom. the Crown and the peopie
have placed confidence with a certain amount of re-
spect. There are no fewer than 37 items of Private
Members” Business quite apart from six Notices and
numerous questions which from 1953 have been on
the Order Paper of this Chamber and amongst these
unanswered questions and notices which have not
been given due consideration and Ttems of Private
Members’ Business is the Address to which the hon.
member referred. In two and a half years this House
has not found time to deal with a single Ttem of Pri-
vate Members’ Business, and T would like to lay the
responsibility for that at the door of the Head of the
Administration or indeed to attribute the fault to
Your Honour as the person presiding over the affairs
ci this Chamber, but since we have Ministerial Status
coineiding with this period of dereliction of Private
Members’ Business we must lay the responsibility for
it at the door of the Ministers themselves. With the
new conventions which must necessarily be observed
at this stage of our history, it must appear to all but
blind that the Head of the Administration cannot
prorogue this Hon. Legislature unless he is advised
to do so by the persons who are supposed to be en-
tirely responsible for the running of the affairs of
the country, and these persons are the Five Minis-
ters.

2.45 p.m.

I think that the hon. junior member for the City
has made an excellent suggestion, when he said that
the next Address which we pass on the floor of thig
House should be presented to the Sovereign itself. I
say that, because if the Constitution of this Country is
going to be debauched in this wanton and reckless
manner by people who profess to be the upholders
of the Constitution, and if the Officer administering
the Government of this Country is going to feel that
Constitutional Convention binds him to the extent
of conniving at the debauchery of the Constitution,
then it is clear that the checks and balances which
are not only expedient but necessary to control the
actions of human beings who do not always act
through the purest of motives—if these checks and
balances are not observed and rigorously upheld by
the Officer administering the Government, then there
is no hope at all for the Parliamentary Democracy
in this Chamber. Therefore the Sovereign who is the
custodian of our Constitutional rights and privileges .
should be cognisant of the wanton way in which thig
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debauchery has taken place
Ministerial Government.

It is even rumoured that the purpose of the pro-
rogation, and I have no evidence of it, it is merely
suspicion—

Mr. SPEAKFER: The hon, member is certainly
straying from the motion which was the adjourn-
ment. of the House in order to disguss the matter of
a particular Address. The hon. member is now tell-
ing us about rumours in respect of the prorogation;
I think he will have to say what he is saying in some
other place and in some other manner.

Mr. BARROW : I understand that the hon. senior
member for the City was objecting to the proroga-
tion of the House before the House was treated to
the courtesy of a Reply to a particular Address and
to other Addresses which we passed to the Officer
administering the Government of this Country. That
is why 1 mentioned the guestion of the prorogation.
Tn referring to tthe rumours, I do so merely because
I do not want to make any aspersions at this stage
without the legal evidence for supporting it.

Mr- SPEAKER: The hon. member will keep to
the question which is presently before the House.

Mr. BARROW : T was saying that there is a strong
feeling on this side of the House by hon. members
that the purpose of the prorogation—

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not speak:
ing on the motion which is before the House. Weo
are not now concerned with rumours or about what
hon. members feel about the prorogation; this is
not the time for the hon. member to bring that in.
T insist that the hon. member will now desist from
riaking any such reference.

Mr. BARROW : With all due respect to Your
Honour, I do not quite see how I could talk on this
matter —

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member is now break-
ing the Rules of the House. If the hon. member
thinks that he is going to get around me and hopes
to deceive me when he wants to talk about the pro-
rogation, he is only making himself appear to be not
as sensible as I know he is. He will not deceive me,
and I rule him out of Order.

Mr. BARROW : 1T should just like to say that
I wll restrain any further reference to the proroga-
tion until the appropriate occasion; but I would like
to say that I hope the purpose of this prorogation —

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member shows his
cbstinacy, I will name him. This motion deals with
what the hon. senior member for the City regards as
the way in which a particular Address was handled
by the Head of the Administration. In case the
Yon. senior member for St. George was not present
earlier, I will remind him of what the motion is. In
fact T have done so already. The hon. member will
now desist from making any reference to the proro-
gation; if he does so, he does it at his own risk,

Mr. BARROW: One of the unfortunate occu-
pational hazards of being a representative of the
people of this Country is o have to sit in this Cham-
ber and listen to the fulminations of members of this
Chamber from time to time and witness the de-
bauchery of the Constitution. I will desist from
miaking any reference to the prorogation, but 1
woulld like to serve motice on the Officer administer-
ing the Government of this Colony that he can only
be respected in this Colony when he ceases to con-
nive at efforts which can only be designed to stifle
débate upon issueg which are important to the peo-
ple of this Colony. And having said so, T will desist.
{Cheers].

Hon. M. E. COX: There is no doubt that ihis
matter has been debated on many occasions. I think

sinee the inception of

-

that as far back as 1953, when the first Address was
passed in relation to this matter, a Reply was sent
to this House as follows :—

His Excellency the Governor
To
The Honourable the House of Assembly

His Excellency the Governor has the honoar o2
refer to the Address of the Honourabie Ucuse of
Assembly dated the 16th of June, 1953, and to say
that, with the introduction of the new service by
the British Overseas Airways Corporation, a more
direct connection link with New York hag become
available.

Before any consideration could be giveu to the
operation, into the Island of the foreign airlines
mentioned in the Address, it would be necessary far
those Companies to make the necessary applications.

That Message was communicated to the Housz
on the 8th December, 1953, I think that from my
knowledge, the situation up to now remains unchang-
ed. [Mr. E.D. MOTTLEY: Shame!]

3.55 p.m.

1 say that because the last paragraph says thag
tne Company should make application and I am
definitely sure that up to now no application has
been made.

Now, Sir, T think I should reiterate that this
Government is not prepared to be used either one
way or the other. It is difficult to get to the root of
this complairt, As I have said sometime ago, tha
manner in which it is done is rather strargé becausa
instead of the Company making representations
direet to the British Government, it appears to ma
that the Company is asking a member of this House
to put an Address or Resolution through the Houge:
to express the wishes of the House for such a Con:-
pany to operate here, even if it may not be the
wishes of the people to allow some foreign Airline
to call to this Island with a view of takive a certain
number of passengers. I am not prepared to say
more than what 1 said on the last occasion.

PROROGATION OF THE ASSEMBLY

~ The Sergeant-at-Arms entered the Chamber gnd
nformed Mr. Speaker that His Excellency the Gov-
ernor 4s wn the Council Chamber and is ready to
receive the House.

Mr. Speaker infcrmed the House that His
Excellency the Governor desired the House to attend
him in the Council Chamber, amd preceded by the
Marshal bearing the Mace, Mr. Speaker followed
by other honourable members proceeded to the Coun-
cil Chamber where His Excellency delivered an
Address and presented Mr. Speaker with a copy of it.

At the close of His Excellency’s Address, Mr.
Speaker and other how. members preceded by the
Marshal carrying the Mace cradle-wise returned o
the Assembly Chamber,

Mr. SPEAKER: (Sitting in the Clerk’s Chair)
Gentlemen, — On the last ocecasion when it was His
Excellency’s pleasure to meet the members of
this House in the Council Chamber, His Excellency
was pleased to deliver the following Address on the
Prorogation of the Legislature.

Mr. President and Honourable Members of the
Legislative Councal :

Mr. Speaker ang Members of the House of
Assembly

The Houses of the Legislature have been in
session since 21st September, 1954. I thank you for
the careful attention which you have given to the
multifarious and impertant matters that have en-
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gaged vour attention during what has been an
unavoidably long sessicn, This appears to be a con-
venient time for a short recess.

It would be contrary to tradition for the Gov-
ernor on this oceasion to review the work of th:
session, and I only propose to mention briefly three
historical events, of widely different ratures, which
have taken place during its course.

In February, 1955, during four unforgettable
days, Her Royal Highness The Princess Margaret
brought great joy and happiness to the people of
this Island.

Or the 22nd September, 1955, Barbados suffer-
ed its worst natural disaster of the present century
when Hurricane Janet struck the Island, causing
particularly widespread devastation in tke southern
parishes, The speed and energy with which the heavy
task of rehabilitation was tackled has evcked wide-
spread admiration, anc I am thankful to be able
to say only six months after the catastrophe that
the Government’s rehabilitation programme has been
virtually completed.

The 23rd February will always be remembered
in the British Caribbean Territories as the day in
1956 when their representatives reached final agree-
ment that their countries should be bound together
in Federation, and took the degcisive step of reques:-

ing the Secretary of State for the Colonies to seek
leave to introduce an Enabling Bill into Her
Majesty’s Parliament in the United Kingdom.

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House of
Assemdly :

I thank you for the supplies which ycu have
yoted from time to time to meet the nceds of the
public services.

Mr. Fresident and Honourable Members of the
Legisiative Council :

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House of
Assembly :

By virtue and in exercise of the powers in me
vested by the Letters Patent of His Majesty King
George V, dated the 4th day of June, 1414, I now
prorogue the ILiegislature and I order that it stand
prorogued until the 24th day of April, 1956.

R. D. H. ARUNDELL,

Governor.
3rd April, 1956.

All the members of the Assembly left the
ZC;Lamber shaking hands with the Speaker as they
eft.

The House then stood prorogued uniil 24'h
April, 1956.
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Tuesday, 24th April, 1956. .

rursuant to prorogation, the 19¥96-9( LEZISIATIVe
Session was. opened by His Excelleney the Governor,
Brigadier Sir Robert Duncan Harris Arundell,:
K.C.M.G., O.B.E., in the Council Chiamber, Public:
Buildings, at 11 o’clock am. today

The following members of the House were pre‘senié

- am thewr Chamber .—

His Honour Mr K. N. R HUSBANDsL, (Senior:.

Member for St. Peter, (Speaker) ; Hon. G. H..Apawms,;
B.A.,, C.M.G., Q.C., senior member for ‘St. Joséph,|

(Premger) Mr. J. E. T BRANCKER, senior meémber for

. St Lucy, Hon. Dr. H. G. H..CvMyming, C.B.E., M.D. ;i

C.M., junior member for St. Thomas, (Mzmster df So-
cial Services) ; Mr. A. E. S. LEwis, junior member for

the City; Hon. M. E. Coz, senior member for St.
Michael (Mimister of Communications, Works ¢hd:
Housing), Mr. L. E. Smrts, J.P,, junior meuntber for:

St. Joseph ;-Mr. F..L.. WALCOTE,. 0B.E. , Juiiior mefn-

ber for St. Peter, Hon. R. G. Marp, semor member:
for St. Thomas, (Minister of dee Industry and |

—_— ]

Labour) ; Mr T G. Bryan, Junlor member for St.
Michael; Mr. F. C. GODDARD, junior member for
Christ Church (Leader of the Opposition) ; Mr. F. E.
MrLer, junior member for St. George; Mr J. A.
Hav~nes, B.A., JllIllOI' member for St. A;ndrew Mr.
J C. MorTLEY, junior member for St. Philip; M.

. St. Al HOLDER, senior member for St. James; Mr.
V B. VaucHAN Junlor member for St. John, Hon
C, BE. TaLma, senior member for Christ Church
(Mzmster of Agrwrulture Lands and Fisheries) ; Mrs.
E. E. BOURNE, senior member for St. Andrew and
E. W. BARROW, B.Sc., senior member for St. George

HOUSE SUMMONED TO OTHER PLACE
Honourable embers being in their places, the

Sergeand-ai-Arms entered the Chamber and informed
Mr. SPEAKER that His Euxcellency the Governor

was in the Council and was ready to receive the

House. .

Mr.. S’PE’AKER preaeded by the Marshal carry-
ing the Muce. cmdlewzse and followed by otker hon-
ourable .membérs . in pairs. according to semiority,

‘procéeded ‘to the Council Chamber and waited on

His Excelleney the Governor.
“His Excellendy then addréssed the two Howses of
the Legislature as follows .—

‘Mr. Président and. Honourable Members of the Legzslatzw Council :

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House of Assembly

My purpose in addressmg vou today 'is, to ‘give ‘you, along. with ‘a brief
review of pubhc ‘affairs, an outline of my Government’s proposals for the

Session that is about to begm

In  December, 1955, the Honourable Sir John Chandler was suceeeded

25 President of the Leglslatlve Couneil by the Honourable Sir, Archibald

Cuke, C.B.E., whose services to Barbados and 'to the British Caribbean were
Lecogmsed by a Knighthood in the Birthday Honours of 1955. ‘Sir John
Chandler’s retirement from. the Presidency ended a family tradition of
service in the Legislatiire, ‘which ‘Had ¢ontinued tnbroken for 85 years.

When Sir Archjbald Cuke succeeded to the Presidency of the Legislative
Council he was appointed by Heér Majesty the Queen to be a member of the
Executive Couneil. His place as the Legislative Coungil meniber of Elxecutive
Committee was taken.by the Hoénourable Dr, A. S. Cato. ,

The Honourable Dr. 'H, 'G. Cummins, Ministér of :Social Services and
Lieader of the House of ‘Assembly, was. made a Comimander of the Order of
the British Empire in the New Year Honours of 1955.

There was One change in the Membership of the Geéneral Assemblv during
the last Séssion, in coiisequence of .the departure from the Island of Mr. L. A.
Williams. Mr. J. C. Tudor was elected in his place.

I record with régret the dedth in England ¢f the: Honourabie Sir Dudley
T.eacock, who retired from the Presidency of the Leglslatwe Council in 1950.
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Thanks mainly to excellent sugar crops and to the Commonwealth Sugar
Agreement, the revenue of the Island has risen steeply from $9% million six
years ago to over $17 million in the financial year which has just ended and
has enabled the Government to carry out its fiscal policy. In the same period
the expenditure on current account has risen from some $10 million to a
little over $14 million. Thus, so far. curvent expenditure has been kept well
below the level of revenue.

In the preseat rduancial year, nowever, there will be a counsiderable in-
«rease in current expenditure, including about $3 million for increases in
old age pensions, about $180,000 for medical services and $145,000 for regional
services. My Government is faced with the necessity of reviewing the emol-
uments of the Civil Service and Government employees, and this may result
in the substantial increase in expenditure. Another factor which will narrow
the margin between current revenue and expenditure in the present financial
year is the reduced yield of sugar. The crop is not now expected to exceed
160,000 tons, as compared with 171,000 tons last year. The estimated surplus
¢n current aceount in the Budget for 1956—57 is about $1/3 million.

Capital expenditure has risen over the past six years from under $1
million to $4 million, and this year’s Estimates provide for capital expenditure
totalling some $634 million. This expenditure, over and above the annual
contribution of $14 million from current revenue, will be met partly from
the Island’s allocation under the Colonial Development and Welfare Act, partly
from local loan funds and partly from surplus balances.

It is important that we should make full use of the Colonial Development
and Welfare Funds allocated to us and applications for substantial grants are
being sent forward.

It is also important that before approaching the Dondon Market for the
external loan of $1714 million, which will be needed later on to finance the
Deep Water Harbour, we should raise as much money as possible locally. The
jist of applications for the new Govermment loan was accordingly opened
yesterday. As and when market conditions appear favourable, further local
Joan operations will be carried out, including the loan of $1 million required
+o finance the developments contemplated by the Natural Gas Corporation.
This loan will, of course, be fully guaranteed by the Government.

At the end of the last financial year the Island’s accumulated surplus
‘balance stood at about $414 million, $234 million less than a year ago. This
reflects the heavy expenditure that had to be undertaken to repair the ravages
of Hurricane Janet.

The Revenue Equalisation Fund, intended for use as a reserve in the
event of a recession, now amounts to some $7 million or, say, 5 months’ revenue.
Consideration will be given to fixing a ceiling for this Fund and to drawing
on it in order to provide temporary finance for the Deep Water Harbour
project pending the raising of an;external loan.

The necessity of making wider use of the Labour Welfare Fund in order
to finance capital works, which will be of benefit to sugar workers, is another
question that is under examination,

Tn order to .promote thrift, Savings Bank facilities will be extended to
all distriet Post Offices on the 1st May.

My Government’s financial policy has been expounded during the recent
Budget Session and their long term plans will be laid before you during the
Session now beginning. I believe we can continue to have confidence in the
Island’s financial ability to carry through the heavy programme of capital
works which is now under way.

In connection with the provisicn in the Estimates of $1,300,000 for the
Deep Water Harbour, I should mention that Mr. D. C. Coode of Messrs.
Coode & Partners, Consulting Engineers, is expected to arrive in June to
complete the detailed plans and specifications for the harbour. He will be
accompanied by a representative of Messrs. Tate & Lyle Technical Services
Litd., who are to advise on the bulk storage and handling of sugar. It is
expected that work on the construction of the harbour will begin before the
end of this year. Meanwhile, various preparatory and ancillary works will
proceed.,

Among the principal buildings completed during the last Session were
i{he new (Government buildings in Bay Street, the offices for the Public Works
and Highways and Transport Departments on the Pine Estate, the Fire
Station on Probyn Street, the Regiomal Police Training School at Seawell,
the Enmore Health Centre, the Princess Margaret School, the Teaching Block
of the Technical Institute and the Eagle Hall Infants’ School. Major works
now in progress include a new school on the Bay Estate, workshop at the
Technical Institute, the new Christ Church Foundation School, mechanical
workshops at the Pine, improvements and additions at the Law Courts and
{he new steam laundry at the (General Hospital. The Capital Estimates also
wwovide for the rebuilding of Combermere School, for a new Health™ Centre
in St. Philip, for the enlargement of the Airport buildings, for a new Central
Market and for other works which I need mot list. It is a measure of the

l
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extraordinary expansion of activities that has taken place that the expenditure.
by the Public Works Department rose from under $200,000 in 19562—53 to
$11% million 1955—56. This does not include nearly $%4 million hurricane
expenditure which was undertaken by the Department.

‘With regard to the provision made for the continuation of the programme
of development at the General Hospital, plans will be laid before you for
the consirution of a new Hospital and for the reallocation and conversion of
the existing buildings so as to provide adequate tuberculosis wards and staff

uarters.

K Consideration is being given to means of reducing the high cost of
Glovernment printing and a Resolution will shortly be submitted to the Legis--
lature to provide funds for the purchase of printing machinery.

Rehabilitation since Hurricane Janet has included the repair of 15,000
chattel houses and the erection of over 600 new wooden houses. The first of
six twenty-unit blocks of terraced houses has also been completed. Provision
1s made in the Budget for the rebuilding of two schools which were destroyed
:n the storm.

It is fitting that I should pay tribute to the wonderful generosity of
kind friends of Barbados in many lands who have contributed towards hurri-
cane relief. The Central Hurricane Relief Committee are doing everything
possible to ensure that the funds at their disposal are wisely and fairly
distributed among the sufferers. _

The Housing Act of 1955, which provides for the co-ordination and
expansion of the Government’s housing programme under a public authority, -
was timely in relation to the hurricane. The Act was brought into full
operation on the 1st of this month. o

A Bill to facilitate certain loans under the Publie Officers Housing Loans:-
Act of 1952 will be submitted to the Legislature.

Draft Town and Country Planning legislation has been prepared and
ihe advice of the Secretary of State’s Advisory Panel is being sought on its
vrovisions.

~ It is an indieation of the progress made with the development of publie
water supplies that 7 million gallons a day, double the volume raised tem
years ago, are now consumed. To meet the progressive increase in demand
and to complete the reorganisation, additional expenditure is necessary;
it is hoped that the greater part of this will be met from Colonial Development
and Welfare Funds.

The extension and improvement of the runway, the additions to the
terminal buildings and the reorganisation of the fire-fighting services at.
Seawell are in keeping with present day requirement at an important airport.

The reconstruection of highways and the building of tenantry roads are
among other works items which I need not mention in detail.

The Public Utilities Aet was proclaimed and the Public Utilities Board
assumed duty on the 1st January, 1955.

Followipg a reorganisation, the new Barbados Light and Power Com-
pany Ltd. is undertaking a considerable expansion of services. This Com-
pany and the Telephone Company Ltd., are to be congratulated on the rapidity
with which they repaired the heavy damage done to their lines and services
by the hurricane. The statutory Natural Gas Corporation now has charge
of all gas operations from well to consumer. Plans are being made to
renew and expand the distribution system.

. The four wells drilled so far by the Barbados Gulf Oil Company have
failed to reveal commercial supplies of oil. A gas well was purchased by
the Natural Gas Corporation.

The Barbados Development Act of 1955 recognised the vital importance

of expanding the Island’s production. The Board set up under the Act is
urgently seeking key staff in order that it may soon be in a position to dis-
charge its responsibilities.
' Various concessions were made to private industry during the last
Session, It had been hoped to lay before you more liberal Pioneer Industries
logislation, but it was thought wise to await the results of the review of
the subjeet that is being undertaken by the Regional Economic Committee.
Proposals for the assistance of the hotel industry are being formulated.

A film designed to promote Barbados as a tourist resort was subsidised.

é&, ts}t;rip of land at Rockley was purchased in order to preserve the beach for
athers,

The efficient production of sugar remains of paramount importance and at-
tention continues to be given to the development of irrigation, so as to reduce
our utter dependence on rainfall, the improvement of soil fertility, the control
of pests and the breeding of highly-yielding varieties of cane.

Dependence on sugar must not be allowed to blind us to the potential im-
portance of the livestock industry and to the opportunities which exist of in-
creasing our production of fruit, vegetables and other food crops, whether on a
field or garden scale. Agriculture jextension work, designed to build up: confidence
and co-operation between the Department and its stations on the one hand and
the grower on the other, is beginning to show results. The subsidy: scheme has
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given considerable stimulus to pig breeding. The improvement of marketing ar-
rangements that is contemplated ought to give an impetus to the local produc-
tion of many things which we now import. \ '

The mechanisation of the fishing fleet continues rapidly with the assistance
of loans from the Government and the Budget makes tentative provision for
the cold storage of fish. A token provision is made for a central milk depot.
Work on the probiems of the Scotland area awaits the appointment of a suita-
bly qualified officer. ’

Emigration, mainly to the United Kingdom, is proving most valuable as an
offiset to the increase in population: The number of émigrants in 1955 is about
equal to the annual increment in our adult labour supply. The recruitment
of Barbadians on a considerable scale, e.g. by the London Transport Executive
and British Transport Commission, depends on the finding of accommodation
tor the workers which is one of the principal tasks for the Island’s Welfare and
Liaison Service in the United Kingdom. )

- A survey of unempgoyment and related matters by Mr. George Cumper, Re-
search Fellow of the Institute of Social and Fconomic Research, University
Jollege of the West Indies, has been completed: His Report, which has just
been received will be communicated to the Legislature as soon as possible,

A successful start has been made by the Barbados Family Planning Asso-
siation, and the Budget provides an increased grant towards their work. '

Regulations under the Adoption Aet of 1955 will shortly be laid in the
Legislature,

Legislation has been enacted to implement Professor Richardson’s
recommendation in regard to non-contributory Old Age Pensions. His other
recommendations are being examined.

The opening of Health Centres in Speightstown (1953) and at Enmors
(1955) has focussed public attention on the importance of preventive medicin=.
This work will be extended into the southern and eastern parishes through the
third Health Centre to be construected in St. Philip. The Enmore Centre i
also serving as headquarters for two public health projects—the eradication
of the Aedes Aegypti mosquito and BCG vaecination. The Igland is greatly
indebted to .the World Health Organisation for the skilled staff and funds that
it is providing. ' ' ’

This is an appropriate place to refer to the tragic death of Dr. J. P
0'Mahony, Dirketor of Medical Services, on the 6th January this year. He
was responsihle for framing the schemes for the expansion of health services
and the prevention of disease from which the people of the Island will live to
dérive much benefit. o : : .

Minor works intended to make country life more agreeable continue to be
carried out, including branch libraries, community centres and playing felds,
public baths and the like. o ‘ - T

Action will be taken under the Education (Amendment) Act of 1956 to
reconstitnte the Board of Education with its constituent Committees. Legis-
lation will be submitted to you to amend the Government Scholarships and Ex-
hibitions Act of 1949 to ensure inter alia, that one award each year is re-
served for a girl. _ L . :

Emigration has accentuated the importance of technical education. It 1is
hoped that the workshops at the Teehnical Instjtnte will be completed and the
teaching staff recruited in time for the September term. A start.has aiready
been made with theoretical instrmetion.

Erdiston, College is now providing a two year training course for teachers
from Barbados and seven other Islands in the Windwards and Leewards.
Another regional institution, which will soon begin to serve Barbados and the
Windward and Leeward Tslands, is the Police Training School at Seawell.

The draft of a new Labour Code, prepared by Mr. C. Q. J. Matthews of the
International Labour Organisation, is expected shortly; pending its receipt the
Bill to regulate and improve the conditions of work in Factories, which lapsed
with the prorogation of the Legislature, will not be proceeded with. In the
new code steps, will be taken to amend, inter alis, the Better Security and
Workmen’s Compensation Acts.

The Bill to remedy deficiencies in the law relating to the sale and supply
of intoxieating liquor will be reintroduced. .

Legislation will be laid before you to provide for the reorganisation of the
Judiciary by abolishing the existing system of separate superior courts of re-
cord, and establishing a two level system consisting of Magistrates’ Courts with
increased jurisdiction and a Supreme Court. The Supreme Court will be
vested with the Jurisdietion of all the existing Superior Courts and with an
Appellate jurisdiction over the Magistrates’ Courts.

Bills will also be laid before you to provide for the establishment of a
Judicial and Tegal Service Commission, to increase the remuneration of jurors
and to repeal and replace ‘the out of date Police Act of 1908. You will also
be mvited to give attention to a Resolution establishing staff for a Statistical
Service.

Tn pursuance of the approval in principle which was given by the Legisla-
ture, negotiatipns for the establi_s_hment in Barbados of a United States Oceano-
graphic Research Station have reached an advanced stage. TLegislation will be
submitted to vou to provide for the compulsory acquisition of the site that
has been sclected.
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Work is proceeding with the compilation of a common Register of Electors
10 be used both for Central and Local Government elections. Further amend-
ments of the Local Government Aet will be introduced in the near future.

A Sub-Committee of the Executive Committee has met a Committee ap-
pointed by the Liord Bishop to discuss the Diséstablishment and Dlsendowment
of the Anglican Church. Discussions will proeeed

You will be invited to approve financial provision to meet our share of the
cost of the Commission appointed to make recommendations regarding the
location of the Federal Capital. I need hardly say that my Government will
do everything it ean to assist the work of the Standing Federation Committee.

My. President and Honourable Members of the Legislative Council:

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House of Assembly.

No less than 235 Bills and 406 Resolutions were passed in the previous
three Sessions of the present Central Assembly. I have said enough to show
you that the coming Session is likely to be equally busy.

1 now declare the Legislative Session open and I pray that the blessing ot
Almighty God will rest upon your counsels.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
BARBADOS.
Z4th April, 1956.

At the close of. His Excellency’s Address, His
Excellency presented Mr. SPEAKER with a copy
of 1t.

Mr. SPEAKER and the other hon. members,

preceded by the Marshal bearing the Mace returned

to the Assembly Chamber.

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT and Mr. ALLDER en-
tered the House and took their seats.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to inform
the House that on the last ocasion when the House
attended His Excellen(:y in the Counell Chamber,
Hig’ xeeliency was pleased to dehver a speech a
copy of which he presented to me.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H CUMMINS: I beg to move
that His Excellenc ’s Speech be taken as read.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second the motion.

The question was put and agreed to.

DEPUTY SEEAKER APPOINTED

Hon. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg
to move that the hon. junior member for the City

be appointed Deputy Speaker for the ensuing ses-;

sion.
" Hon, M. E. COX: I beg to second that.
The question was put and- agreed to.

RULES OF THE HOUSE

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that the Rules of the House for the last Session be
the Rules of the House for this Session.

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the af-
firmative without division.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES APPOINTED

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that the honourable junior member for St. Joseph
be appointed Chairman of Committees for the Ses-
sion.

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that.

The question was put amd resolved in the af-
firmative without division.

APPOINTMENT OF STATUTORY COM-
MITTEES AND MEMBERS OF BOARDS

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, as regard:
this item, I am suggesting to the House, in view of
the fact that not only do we have Ministerial
system, but that we are amending the centuries

old procedure of appointing senior members of each’

parish, (it is obvious why that happened two hun-
dred years ago, it is now out of date,) and until the

R. D. H. ARUNDELL.
Governor-

rules which we are now considering in Select Com-
mittee have been passed by the House, all the mem-
bers of ‘the several Committees should be re-ap-
pointed. If the House agrees with that,' T am going
to move that all the members of the various Com-
mittees who were menibers last Sessior’ be re-ap-
pointed for this Session ér until any new procedure
makes it necessary to have to adopt a’ new method
of selection.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS
ond that,

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the honourable
senior member for St.:Joseph may not have been
paying attention -when Yeur Hgnour: put ‘to the
House that the Rules of the last Session be the Rules
for this Session. If the honourable member want-
ed to make a proposal, I submit that he should have
moved an amendment to that motion; but the pomt
1 would like to draw to Yeur Honour s attention is
that this motion is ccntrary: to the procedure. unde1
the Rules.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Sfir, if T may, be permitted.
to speak 1 should have specifically said, obviously
we will not appoint a Housivig Board. I am afraid
1 did not heari whiat the hon- senior member for St.
‘George said.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member said that inas-
much as the Rules of the last Session are to be the j
Rules for this Session, if the hon. member wanted
to make a proposal, an amendment should be made
to the motion.

Hon. G- H. ADAMS: There is no rule governing
this procedure; it is a custom. We have been accus-
tomed to takmg the hon. senior members of each
parish and appointing them to the Committees.
There is no rule and I am sorry to hear the hon.
senior member say that.

Mr- LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, the custom or the prac-
tice all along that the senior members of each Con-
stiﬁu;ency be recommended for appointment to Com-
mittees is of very recent origin. I do not know if
there is anything in the rules» that preclude a
sort of conglomerate appomtment to the Com-
mittees. I would suggest, if there is no objection by
the members on any Board or Committee, that per-
haps it is quite all right to allow the wmotion to
stand. The only thing that would be against it is
that you should appoint each one separately so that
wou could ecut out the Housing Board; but you
could re-appoint the other Corrmmttees and leave
cut the Housing Board.

Mr. Sppeaker, having ourselves passed the law to
abolish the Board, T do not know if it is mecessary to
add that proviso; it automatically comes out be-
cause it does not exist. Unless any member objects

I beg to sec-
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to the appointment of any particular Board, I see
no reason why we could not save time and accept the
motion.

The question that the appointment of these Com-
mittees and Members of Boards be the same as last
Sessicn was put and resolved in the affirmative with .
out dwision

PAPERS LAID

Hon. G, H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I am com-
ruanded to lay by His Excellency the Governor Mes-
sage No. 6/1956.

His Ezxcellency the Governor
To
The Homnourable The House of Assembly

His Exeellency the Governor has the honour to re.
fer to the Address dated 29th November, 1955, from
the Honourable the House of Assembly in connec-
tion with the granting of landing rights at Seawell
Airport to an American flag bearing airline, and to
inform the Honourable the House of Assembly that
a copy of the Address was despatched by telegram to
the Secretary of State for the Colonies on the 9th
December, 1955.

A formal reply has recently been received from
the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the effect
that Her Magesty’s Government has carefully con-
sidered the Address of the Honourable the House of
Assembly and has come to the coneclusion that in
view of the recent introduction of the British West
Indian Airways Viscount Service, Trinidad—Barba-
dos—New York, the present time is not opportuns
to introduce another operator between Barbados and
New York. The Secretany of State also stated that
the application recently made on behalf of Pan
American Airways will be considered later in the
light of the experience gained firom the operation of
the present service,

R. D. - ARUNDELL,
Governor.

I had intended, Mr. Speaker, and I apologise to
Your Honour for not making it possible to see Your
Honour before. I had intended to give notice of my
intention to make a statement on this matter today,
but in view of the fact that there is no Order Paper
and any statement which I made would have to be
personal, 1 did not want to give that impression, 1
am suggesting that a Select Committee be appointed
later in the appropriate way to reply tv this Mes-
sage, and I am asking those members who may be
appointed to report in time for next Tuesday: When
that report is returned to this Hcuze next Tues-
day, I propose asking the Leader to put high on the
Order Paper the Repyy to the Governor’s Message;
and T promise the House to give my version, the
Government’s version of the whole history of this
matter. 1f T did not make myself clear, T wish to
repeat that thiv Message is here and members will
be informed unofficially of the attitude of the Unit-
ed Kingdom Government, 1 am therefore asking
those members who may be appointed to reply to this
Message to have their reply ready by mext Tuesday
when the matter will be debated.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr- Speaker, I am commanded

to lay Statement of Post Office Advances for pay-
ment of Money Orders to 31st January, 1956.

e

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Government Notices were given as follows —

Hon. G. H- ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum
of $4,320 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee to supplement the Estimates 1956-57,
Part I, Current, as shown in the Supplementary Es-
timate 1956-57, No. 1, which forms the Sechedule to
the Resolution.

Hon. G. H- ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum
of $2,000 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Cammittee to supplement the Estimates 1956-57,
Part I, Current, as shown in the Supplementary Es-
timate 1956-57, No. 2 which forms the Skhedule to
he Resolution.

Hon. G. H- ADAMS: Bill to amend the Registra-
tion (Births, Baptisms, Marriages and Burials) Act,
1891.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Bill to amend and consoli-
date the Aects of this Island relating to the jurisdie-
tion of, and the practice and procedure before,
magistrates’ courts and appeals therefrom, and to
matters connected therewith.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Bill for the constitution
of a Supreme Court of Judicature and for other
purposes relating to the better Administration of Jus-
tice in Barbados.

Hon. G. H- ADAMS: Bill to make provisieu for a
Commission to exercise certain flunctions in relation
to judicial and legal appointments in the service of
the Island.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Bill to amend #he Public
Service Commission Aet, 1951

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Bill to amend the
Public Health Act, 1908,

Hon- R. G. MAPP: Bill to amend the Sugar In-
dustry (Rehabilitation, Price Stabilization and
Labour Welfare (Local Consumption) Aect, 1952.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Bill to amend the Sugar In-
dustry (Rehabilitation, Price Stabilization and
Labour Welfare) Act, 1947.

Hon. Dr- H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to give no-
Yice of my intention to move the House into Com-
Vmittee of Supply at its next meeting in order to
consider the money Resolutions of which notice has
just been given.

METHOD OF REPLY TO THE GOVERNOR’S
SPEECH

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr- Speaker, I must apolo-
gise to the Hon. Leader of the Oppesition in that I
did not see him before hand in this particular mat-
ter, purely on account of pressure of business. In re-
spect of this Speech from His Excellency the Gov-
ernor, I am suggesting that we follow the up-to-date
practice, and instead of appointing a Select Com-
mittee to draft 2 reply to the Speech, which might
entail ‘the submission of a Minority Report, we
might follow the Englixh practice of a member of
tte Government Party making a motion thanking
the Governor for hizs Speech and leaving it to the
Opposition to make all the amendments which they
care to make, regretting the language of the Speech,
deploring the fact that such and such a thing was
promised and it has not been done, and so on. That
will not debar any hen- member from making any
comment which he likes to make on the wording of
what should be the Speech from the Throne.

I am suggesting that inasmuch as we are having
our Rules put in order to bring these matters up to
date, we may as well be up to date from the earliest
rossible time. I suggest that no Select Committee
Le appointed to reply to the Governor’s Speech, but

that a motion be made by a member of the Govern-
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ment thanking His Excellency for his Speech. The
members of the Opposition can make all the amena-
ments which they like to make. 1 suggest that a
motion be made to that effect so that it can be put
cn the Order Paper, and hon. members can file their
amendments with the Clerk. I am merely sounding
out the House to see what will eventually come in
due courser I am asking hon. members to agree to
that suggestion because that procedure will be sug-
gested in the Rules which will be brought before
the House.

Mr. GODDARD: I quite realise that we are com-
ing to what the Hon. Premier has suggested, but I
think the most important thing is to have the appro-
priate Rule. If we are operating under the existing
Rules, there is no provision for doing what the Hon.
Premier has suggested. [Hon G, H. ADAMS: We
can move for the suspension of that particular Rule.]
‘We have heard the Speech from the Throne just a
few minutes ago, and under the existing Rulen of
the House, the Mover and Seconder of the motion
are always made members of the Select Committee
to reply to that Speech. I think what the Hon. Pre-
mier has suggested is something desirable, and we
are moving towards that position. If the Rules can
he suspended to permit that being done, and we are
allowed to do that next Tuesday, I think that hon.
members should have an opportunity to carry out
that suggestion- If the Government wishes to sus-
pend the particular Rule, we, on this side of the
House, weuld support it.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: If I may interrupt the hon.
raember. In the old days we had annual sessions of
Parliament ; every year there was a new House and
Rule 26 refers to the opening of a new House, and
the Rule affecting the opening of a new House does
not really apply today: The first Rule says what
should be done on the first day of the meeting of a
new General Assembly which used to meet every
year. That Rule affects a new General Assembly,
and it really does not apply to us because we are in
the fifth year of a new General Assembly.

If the House approves off the suggestion winich I
have made, then we will deal with the matter in
that way. We have been acting as if each session were
a new House, but that is not really so. I do not tnink
hon. members should misunderstand me. The first
Rule refers to the first day of the meeting of a new
General Assembly; this is not a new General As-
sembly. T am therefore suggesting to hon. members
that later in the day, some hon. member on this side
of the House will make a motion to the effect that
the House thanks His Excellency for the Speech
wihich he was pleased to make, and this House wili
carry out the proposals enunciated in that Speech.

Then, each hon. member of the Opposition who
wants to (as a matter of fact, every single hon. mem-
ber) can debate on the matter, to get as much out of
today as we can.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, just to put myself in
the right, I ri.e on a point of Order for the purpose
of making a suggestion. With reference to the speech,
I have already suggested that if the Hon. Premier
give notice of his intention to deal with this at the
next meeting of the House we can let that slide to-
day. If necessary we can suspend the particular rule
and deal with it as he said. I see nothing wrong in
doing so. But if the motion is actually made today, it
must be seconded and someone would have to move
that it be postponed and that would mean that some
hon. member might lose his right to speak.

Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Speaker, T beg to give notice
of my intention to move at the next meeting of the
House the motion that the House tender thanks to
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IIis Excellency the Governor for the speech he de-
livered today and that the House promises to im-
biement the suggestions contained therein.

1

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ NOTICES

Mr. BARROW : Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give notice
of a Bill to amend the Workmen’s Compensation
Act, 1943.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give
notice of a Bill to amend the Trade Union Act, 1939.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded by
Hon. Dr. H, G. H. CUMMINS, the Bill to amend the
Registration (Births, Baptisms, Marriages, and
Burials), Act, 1891, was read @ first time.

On motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded by
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, the Bill to amend and
consolidate the Acts of this Island relating to the
jurisdaction of, and the practice amd procedure be-
fore magistrates’ courts and appeals therefrom, and
to matters connected therewith, was read a first time.

On motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded by
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS, the Bill for the constitution of
a Supreme Court of Judicature and for other pur-
poses relating to the better Administration of Jus-
tice of Barbados, was read a first time. )

On motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded by
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS, the Bill to make provision for
a commission to exercise certain functions in relation
to judicial and legal appointments in the service of
the Island, was read a first time.

On motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded by
Hon. Dr. H. G. H, CUMMINS, the Bill to amend the
Public Health Act, 1908, was read a first time.
first time.

On motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, sec-
onded by Hon. M. E. COX, the Bill to amend the
Public Health Act, 1908, was read a first time.

On motion of Hon. R. G. MAPP, seconded by Hon.
C. E. TALMA, the Bill to amend the Sugar Industry
(Rehabilitation, Price Stabilization and Labour Wel-
fare) (Local Consumption) Act, 1952, was read @
first time.

On motion of Hon. R. G. MAPP, seconded by Hon.
C. E. TALMA, the Bill to amend the Sugar Indus-
iy (Rehabilitation, Price Stabilization and Labour
Welfare) Act, 1947, was read a first time.

On motion of Mr. BARROW, seconded by Mr.
ALLDER, the Bill to amend Workmen’s Compensa-
teon Aet, 1943, was read a first time.

On motion of Mr. F. L. WALCOTT, seconded by
Mr. F. E. MILLER, the Bill to amend the Trade
Union Act, 1939, was read a first time.

Hon, G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, at this
stage, I am moving that Your Honour appoint a
Select Committee to replv to His Execellency the
Governor’s Message No. 6 /1956, regarding land-
ing right at Seawell Airport. Tf I may. T would
like to repeat what is suggested, that the Committee
should try to have the reply ready by Tuesday next.

T beg to move that a Select Committee be ap-
pointed to replvy to Message No. 6/1956 sent by His
Excellencey the Governor to this Chamber.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: T beg to seconi
that.

The question was put and resolved in the aof-
firmative without division.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to ap-
point the following to serve on the Select Committea
to draft a reply to His Excellency the Governov’s
Message No. 6/1956,




The hon. junior member for Christ Churdh,
(Mr. Gopparp), the hon. senior member for the City
(Mr. MorrLEY), the hon. junior member for St.
Michael (Mr. Bryan) the hon. senior member for St.
Andrew (Mrs. Bour~E), the hon. junior member for
St. John. (Mr. VAUGHAN).

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I am suggesting
that the hon. senior member for St. Philip be added.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I am very
grateful to the honourable junior member for the
City, but I would like to decline,

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: In fixing the
Order Paper, I want to make Order No. 1, the notice
of the motion given by the honourable jumior mem-
ber for St. Michael,

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speakér, 1 just rise te }

point out that it was a Private Member’s Notice and.
perhaps it could be put above the Government
Notices.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: T now beg to
move that this House do now adjourn until this day
week, Tuesday, 1st May, 1956, at 3 o’clock p.m.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division, and Mr. Speaker adjourn-
ed the House accordingly.

\’*..
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THE

House of Assembly D

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

HOUSE. OF ASSEMBLY
Tuesday, 24th Aprid, 1956.

rursuant to prorogation, the 1ybb-9/ LeglSiative
Session was opened by His Excellency tne Governor,
Brigadier Sir Robert Duncan Harris Arundell,
K.C.M.G., O.B.E., in the Council Chamber, Public
Buildings, at 11 o’clock a.m. today

The following members of the House were present |
-am their Chamber —

His Hopour Mr. K. N. R. HusBanbs, (Seniov.
Member for St. Peter, (Speaker) ; Hon. G. Y. Apams,
B.A., C.M.G., Q.C., senior member for St. Joseph,
f ( BRANCKER, senior member for
viNs, C.B.E., M.D,,
C.M., junior member for St. Thomas, (Minister of So-

(Premier) Mr. J. £. T
St. Luey, Hon. Dr. H. G. H. QuMMINS

cial Services) ; Mr. A. E. S. LEwis, junior member for

the City; Hon. M. E. Cox, senior member for St.

Michael (Munister of Communications, Works and

Housing), Mr. L, E. Smits, J.P.,, junior member for,

St. Joseph; Mr. F. L. Warcorr, O.B.E., junior mem-
ber for St. Peter, Hon. R. G. Mapp, senior member
for St. Thomas, (Mainister of Trade, Industry and

= —_— ]

Labour) ; Mr. T. §. BryaN, junior member for St.
Michael; Mr. F. C. Gopparp, junior member for

| Christ Chureh, (Leader of the Opposition) ; Mr. F. E.

MiLLER, junior member for St. George; Mr. J. A.
Haynes, B.A., junior member for St. Andrew, Mr.
J. C. MoTTLEY, junior member for St. Philip; Mr.
K. St. A. HoLpER, senior member for St. James; Mr.
V. B. VAUGHAN junior member for St. John, Hon.
C. E. TaLma, senior member for Christ Church;
(Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries) ; Mrs.
E. E. BourNE, senior member for. St. Andrew; and
E. W. Barrow, B.Sc,, senior member for St. George.

HOUSE SUMMONED TO OTHER PLACE

Honourable members being n their places, the
Sergegnit-at-Arms entered the Chamber and informed
Mr. ‘SPEAKER ‘that His Excellency the Governor
was in the Council and was ready to receive the
HO’LL.S'&

' Iilfr SPEAKER preceded by the Marshal carry-
ing the Mace cradlewise and followed by other hon-
ourable members in pagrs according to semiority,
prioceeded to the Coumcil Chamber and waited on
His Eacellency the Governor.

s Excellency then addressed the two Houses of
the Legislature as follows :—

Mr. President and Honourable Members of the Legislative Council:

Mr. Speaker and Me;mbexs of the Hou’se of Assembly :

My purpose in addressing you today is to give you; along with a brief
review of public affairs, an outline of my Government’s proposals for the

. Session that is about to begin.

In December, 1955, the Honourable Sir John Chandler was succeeded

as President of the Legislative Council by the Homnourable Sir Archibald
Cuke, C.B.E., whose services to Barbados and to the British Caribbean were
recognised by a Knighthood in the Birthday Homours of 1955. Sir John
Chandler’s retirement frem the Presidemcy ended a family tradition of
service in the Legislature, which had continued unbroken for 85 years.

When Sir Archjbald Cuke succeeded to the Presidency of the Legislative
Council he was appointed by Her Majesty the Queen to be a member of the
Executive Couneil. Hls place as the Legislative Council member of Executive
Committee was taken by the Tronourable Dr. A. S. Cato.

The Honourable Dx. H. (. Cummins, Minister of Social Services and
Leader of the House of Assembly, was made a Commander of the Order of
the British Empire in the New Year Honours of 1955.

There was one change in the Membership of the General Assemblv during
the last Session, in comsequence of the departure from the Tsland of Mr. L. A.
Williams. Mr. J. C. Tudor was elected in his place. '

T record with regret the death in England of the Honourable Sir Dudley
Teacock, who retired from the Presidency of the Legislative Counecil in 1950.
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Thanks mainly to excellent sugar erops and to the Commonwealth Sugar
Agreement, the revenue of the Island has risen steeply from $9% million six
years ago to over $17 million in the financial year which has just ended and
has enabled the Government to carry out its fiscal policy. In the same period
the expenditure on current account has risen from some $10 million to a
little over $14 million. Thus, so far, curvent expenditure has been kept well
below the level of revenue.

In the preseat fuancial year, nowever, there will be a considerable in-
«rease in current expenditure, including about $3 millien for increases in
old age pensions, about $180,000 for medical services and $145,000 for regional
cervices. My Government is faced with the necessity of reviewing the emol-
uments of the Civil Service and Government employees, and this may result
in the substantial increase in expenditure. Another factor which will narrow
the margin between current revenue and expenditure in the present financial
year is the reduced yield of sugar. The crop is not now expected to exceed
160,000 tons, as compared with 171,000 tons last year. The estimated surplus
on current account in the Budget for 1956—57 is about $1/3 million.

Capital expenditure has risen over the past six years from under $1
million to $4 million, and this year’s Estimates provide for capital expenditure
totalling some $634 million. This expenditure, over and above the annual
contribution of $14 million from current revenue, will be met partly from
the Island’s allocation under the Colonial Development and Welfare Act, partly
from local loan funds and partly from surplus balances.

It is important that we should make full use of the Colonial Development
and Welfare Funds allocated to us and applications for substantial grants are
being sent forward.

It is also important that before approaching the Isondon Market for the
external loan of $1714 million, which will be needed later on to finance the
Deep Water Harbour, we should raise as much money as possible locally. The
yist of applications for the new Government loan was accordingly opened

yesterday. As and when market conditions appear favourable, further local
Joan operations will be carried out, including the loan of $1 million required
to finance the developments eontemplated by the Natural Gas Corporation.
This loan will, of course, be fully guaranteed by the Government.

At the end of the ‘last finaneial year the Island’s accumulated surplus
balance stood at about $414 million, $234 million less than a year ago. This
reflects the heavy expenditure that had to be undertaken to repair the ravages
of Hurricane Janet. .

The Revenue Equalisation Fund, intended for use as a reserve in the
event of a recession, now amounts to some $7 million or, say, 5 months’ revenue.
Consideration will be given to fixing a ceiling for this Fund and to drawing
on it in order to provide temporary finance for the Deep Water Harbour
project pending the raising of an jextermal loan.

The necessity of making wider use of the Labour Welfare Fund in order
to finance capital works, which will be of benefit to sugar workers, is another
«uestion that is under examlnatlon

Tn order to.promote thrift, Savings Bank facilities will be extended to

all district Post Offices on the 1st May.

My Government’s financial policy has been expounded during the recent
Budget Session and their long term plans will be laid before you during the
Session now beginning. I believe we can continue to have confidence in the
Island’s financial ability to ecarry through the heavy programme of capital
works which is now under way.

In connection with the provision in the Estimates of $1,300,000 for the
Deep Water Harbour, I should mention that Mr. D. C. Coode of Messrs.
Coode & Partners, Consulting Engineers, is expected to arrive in June to
complete the detailed plans and specifications for the harbour. He will be
accompeanied by a representative of Messrs. Tate & Lyle Technical Services
Ltd., who are to advise on the bulk storage and handling of sugar. Tt is
expected that work on the construction of the harbour will begin before the
end of this year. Meanwhile, various preparatory and ancﬂlary works will
proceed.

Among the principal bulldmgs completed during the last Sessicn were
the new Government buildings in Bay Street, the offices for the Public Works
and Highways and Transport Departments on the Pine Estate, the Fire
Station on Probyn Street, the Regicnal Police Training School at Seawell,
ihe Enmore Health Centre, the Princess Margaret School, the Teaching Block
of the Technical Institute and the Fagle Hall Infants’ School. Major works
now in progress include a new school on the Bay Estate, workshop at the
Technical Institute, the new Christ Church Foundation School, mechanical
workshops at the Pine, improvements and additions at the Law Courts and
the new steam laundry at the General Hospital. The Capital Estlmateb also
nrovide for the rebuilding of Combermere School, for a new Health® Centre
in St. Philip, for the enlargement of the Airport bulldlngs for a mew Central
Market and for other works which T need mnot list. It is a measure of the
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extraordinary expansion of activities that has taken place that the expenditure
by the Public Works Department rose from under $200,600 in 190253 (N
$11% million 1955—56. This does not include nearly $14 wmillion hurricans
expenditure which was undertaken by the Department. :

‘With regard to the provision made for the continuation of the programme
of development at the (teneral Hospital, plans will be laid before you for
the construction of a new Hospital and for the reallocation and conversion of
the existing buildings so as to provide adequate tuberculosis wards and staff

uarters.

¢ Consideration is being given to means of reducing the high cost of
Government printing and a Resolution will shortly be submitted to the Legis-
lature to provide funds for the purchase of printing machinery. :

Rehabilitation since Hurricane Janet has included the repair of 15,000
chattel houses and the erection of over 600 new wooden houses. The first of
six twenty-unit blocks of terraced houses has also been completed. Provision
1s made in the Budget for the rebuilding of two schools which were destroyed
:n the storm.

It is fitting that I should pay tribute to the wonderful generosity of
kind friends of Barbados in many lands who have contributed towards hurri-
cane relief. The Central Hurricane Relief Committee are doing everything
possible to ensure that the funds at their disposal are wisely and fairly
distributed among the sufferers.

The Housing Aect of 1955, which provides for the co-ordination and
expansion of the Government’s housing programme under a public authority,
was timely in relation to the hurricane. The Act was brought into fuli
operation on the 1st of this month. .

A Bill to facilitate certain loans under the Public Officers Housing Loans:
Act of 1952 will be submitted to the Legislature.

Draft Town and Country Planning legislation has been prepared and
the advice of the Secretary of State’s Advisory Panel is being sought on its
vrovisions.

It is an indication of the progress made with the development of publie
water supplies that 7 million gallons a day, double the volume raised tem
vears ago, are now consumed. To meet the progressive increase in demand
and to complete the reorganisation, additional expenditure is necessary;
it is hoped that the greater part of this will be met from Colonial Development
and Welfare Funds. .

The extension and improvement of the runway, the additions to the
terminal buildings and the reorganisation of the fire-fighting services at
Seawell are in keeping with present day requirement at an important airport.

The reconstruction of highways and the building of tenantry roads are
among other works items which I need not mention in detail.

The Public Utilities Act was proclaimed and the Public Utilities Board
assumed duty on the 1st January, 1955.

Followipg a reorganisation, the new Barbados Light and Power Com-
pany Ltd. is undertaking a considerable expansion of services. This Com-
pany and the Telephor}e Company Ltd., are to be congratulated on the rapidity
with which they repaired the heavy damage done to their lines and services

. by the hurricane. The statutory Natural Gas Corporation now has charge

of all gas operations from well to consumer. Plans are being made to
renew and expand the distribution system.

. The four wells drilled so far by the Barbados Gulf Oil Company have
Yailed to reveal commercial supplies of oil. A gas well was purchased by
the Natural Gas Corporation.

The Barbados Development Aect of 1955 recognised the vital importance
of expanding the Island’s production. The Board set up under the Act is
urgently seeking key staff in order that it may soon be in a position to dis-
charge its responsibilities.

‘ Various concessions were made to private industry during the last
Ses.s1on.' It had been hoped to lay before you more liberal Pioneer Industries
degislation, but it was thought wise to await the results of the review of
the subject that is being undertaken by the Regional Economic Committee.
Proposals for the assistance of the hotel industry are being formulated.

A film designed to promote Barbados as a tourist resort was subsidised.
A strip of land at Rockley was purchased in order to preserve the beach for
bathers.

The efficient production of sugar remains of paramount importance and at-
tention continues to be given to the development of irrigation, so as to reduce

-our utter dependence on rainfall, the improvement of soil fertility, the control

nf pests and the breeding of highly-yielding varieties of cane.

Dependence on sugar must not be allowed to blind us to the potential im-
portance of the livestock industry and to thie opportunities which exist of in-
creasing our production of fruit, vegetables and other food erops, whether on a
field or garden scale. Agrieulture extension work, designed to build up confidence
and co-operation between the Department and its stations on the one hand and
the grower on the other, is beginning to show results. The subsidy scheme has
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given considerable stimulus to pig breeding. The improvement of marketing ar-
rangements that is contemplated ought to give an impetus to the local produe-
tion of many things which we now import.

The mechanisation of the fishing fleet continues rapidly with the assistance
of loans from the Government and the Budget makes tentative provision for
the cold storage of fish. A token provision is made for a central milk depot.
Work on the probiems of the Scotland area awaits the appointment of a suita-
bly qualified officer.

~ Hmigration, mainly to the United Kingdom, is proving most valuable as an
offset to the increase in population: The number of emigrants in 1955 is about
equal to the annual inerement in our adult labour supply. The recruitment
of Barbadians on a considerable scale, e.g. by the London Transport Executive
and British Transport Commission, depends on the finding of accommodation
tor the workers which is one of the principal tasks for the Island’s Welfare and
Liaison Service in the United Kingdom.

A survey of unemppoyment and related matters by Mr. George Cumper, Re-
search Fellow of the Institute of Social and Economic Research, University
“ollege of the West Indies, has been completed: His Report, which has just
been received will be communicated to the Legislature as soon as possible.

A successful start has been made by the Barbados Family Planning Asso-
ciation, and the Budget provides an increased grant towards their work.

Regulations under the Adoption Act of 1955 will shortly be laid in the
Legislature, _

Legislation lias been enacted to implement Professor Richardson’s
recommendation in regard to non-contributory Old Age Pensions. His other
recommendations are being examined.

The opening of Health Centres in Speightstown (1953) and at Enmore
(1955) has focussed public attention on the importance of prevéntive medicins.
This work will be extended into the southern and eastern parishes through the
third Health Centre to be constructed in St. Philip. The Enmore Centre it
dlso serving as headquartérs for two public health projects—the eradication
of the Aedes Aegypti mosquito and BCG vaccination. The Island is greatly
indebtéd to the World Health Organisation for the skilled staff and funds that
it is providing.

This is an appropriate place to refer to the tragic death of Dr. J. P
O'Mahony, Dirkctor of Medical Services, on the 6th January this yéar. He
was responsible for framing the schemes for the expansion of health services
and the prevention of disease from which the people of the Island will live to
derive much benefit, ‘

Mindr works intended to ninke country life more agreeable continue to be
carried out, including branch libraries, éommunity centres and playing Helds,
public Baths and the like. o L o

Action will be taken under the Education (Amendment) Act of 1956 to
reconstitute the Board of Bdueation with its eonstituent Committees. Tegis-
lation will be submitted to you to amend the Government Scholarskips and Bx-
hibitions Act of 1949 to ensure witer alin, that one ‘award éach year ‘is re-
served for ‘a girl. - ] _ .

Fthigration has aceentuated the impertance of téchnical éducation. Tt is
Hoped tHat the workshops at the Technical Tnstitute will be completed and the
teaching staff recruited in time for the September term. A -start has diready
been made with theoretical instruction. _

" Erdiston College is now providing a two year training course for teachers
from Barbados and seven other Islands in the Windwards and Leewards.
Another regional institution, which will soon begin to serve Barbados and the
Windward and Leeward Islunds, is the Police Training School at Seawell.

The draft of a new Labour Code, prepared bv Mr. C. 0. J. Matthews of the
International Labour Organisation, is expected shortly; pending its receipt the
Bill to regulate and improve the conditions of work in Factories, which lapsed
with the prorogation of the Legislature, will not be proceeded with. In the
new code steps, will be taken to amend, +nier alia, the Better Security and
Workmen’s Compensation Acts. _

The Bill to remedy deficiencies in the law relating to the sale and supply
of intoxicating liquor will be reintroduced.

Legistation will be laid before you to provide for the reorganisation of the
Judiciary by abolishing the existing system of separate superior courts of re
cord, and establishing a two level system consisting of Magistrates’ Courts with
incereased jurisdiction and a Supreme Court. The Supreme Court will be
vested with the Jurisdiction of all the existing Superior Courts and with an
Appellate jurisdiction over the Magistrates’ Courts.

Bills will also be laid before you to provide for the establishment of a
Judicial and Legal Service Commission, to increase the remuneration of jurors
and to repeal and replace the out of date Police Act of 1908. You will also
be invited to give attention to a Resolution establishing staff for a Statistical
Service.

In pursuance of the appyroval in principle which was given by the Legisla-
ture, negotiations for the establishment in Barbados of a United States Oceano-
graphic Research Station have reached an advanced stage. T.egislation will be
submitted to you to provide for the compulsory acquisition of the site that
has been solected.
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Work is proceeding with the compilation of a common Register of Electors
1o be used both for Central and Loeal Government elections. Further amend-
ments of the Local Government Aect will be introduced in the near future.

A Sub-Committee of the Executive Committee has met a Committee ap-
pointed by the Lord Bishop to discuss the Disestablishment and Disendowment
of the Anglican Church. Discussions will proceed.

You will be invited to approve financial provision to meet our share of the
cost of the Commission appointed to make recommendations regarding the
location of the Federal Capital. I need hardly say that my Government will
do evervthing it can to assist the work of the Standing Federation Committee.

Mr. President and Honourable Members of the Legislative Council:

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House of Assembly.

No less than 235 Bills and 406 Resolutions were passed in the previous
three Sessions of the present Central Assembly. I have said enough to show
you that the coming Session is likely to be equally busy.

T now declare the Legislative Session open and I pray that the blessing ot
Almighty God will rest upon your counsels.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
BARBADOS.
24th April, 1956.

At the close of His Excellency’s Address, His
Excellency presented Mr. SPEAKER with a copy
of 4t. :

Mr. SPEAKER and the other hon. members,
preceded by the Marshal bearing the Mace returned
to the Assembly Chamber.

Mr. E. K. WALCOTT and Mr. ALLDER en-
tered the House and took thewr Seats.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that on the last ocasion when the House
attended His Excellenéy in the Council Chamber,
His Excellency was pleased to deliver a speech a
copy of which he presented to me.

Hon. Dr. H. 6. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that His Excelleney’s Speech be taken as tead.

Hon. M. 'E. COX: T beg to second the motion.

The question was put and agreed to.

‘DEPUTY SPEAKER APPOINTED

Hon. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg
10 move that the hon. junior member for the City
be appointed Deputy Speaker for the ensuing ses-
sion. .

‘Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The guestion was put and agreed to.

RULES OF THE HOUSE

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that the Rules of the House for the last Session be
the Rules of the House for this Session.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the af-
firmative without division.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES APPOINTED

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: T beg to move
that the honourable junior member for St. Joseph
be appointed Chairman of Comimittees for the Ses-
sion.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the af-
firmative without division.

APPOINTMENT OF STATUTORY COM-
MITTEES AND MEMBERS OF BOARDS

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, as regards
this item, I am suggesting to the House, in' view of
the fact that not only do we have Ministerial

system, but that we are amending the centuries

old procedure of appointing senior members of each
parish, (it is obvious why that happened two hun-
dred years ago, it is now out of date,) and until the

R. D. H. ARUNDELL.
Governor.

rules which we are now considering in Select Com-

‘mittee have been passed by the House, all the mem-

bers of the several Committees should be re-ap-

-pointed. If the House agrees with that, I am going

to move that all the members of the various Com-
niittees who were members last Session be re-ap-
pointéd for this Session or until any new procedure
makes it necessary to have to adopt a new method
of selection.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to sec-

‘ond that,

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the honourable
senior member for St. Joseph ‘may not have been
paying atteiition” when Your Honour put to the
House that the Rules of ‘the last Session be the Rules
for this Session. If the honourable meniber want-

"ed to make a proposal, I suibmit that he should have

moved an amendmeént 'to that motion; but the .point
1 would like to draw to Your Honour’s attention is
that this mdtion is centrary to the procédure under
the Rules.

Hon. 'G. H. ADAMS: Sir, if I may, be permitted
to speak I should have specifically said, obviously
we will not appoint a Housing Board. I am afraid

.1 did not'hear what the hon' senior member for St.

George said.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member said that inas-
much as the Rules of the last Session are to be the
Rules for this Session, if the hon. member wanted
to make a proposal, an amendment should be made
to the motion.

Hon. G- H. ADAMS: There is no rule governing
this procedure; it is a custom. We have been accus-
tomed to taking the hon. senior members of each
parish and appointing them to the Commitiees.
There is no rule and I am sorry to bhear the hon.
senior member say that.

Mr- LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, the custom or the prac-
tice all along that the senior members of each Con-
stitwency be recommended for appointment to Com-
mittees is of very recent origin. I do not know if
there is anything in the rules that preclude a
sort of conglomerate appointment to the Com-
mittees. I would suggest, if there is no objection by
the members on any Board or Committee, that per-
haps it is quite all right to allow the motion to
stand. The only thing that would be against it is
that you should appoint each one separately so that
ou could ecut out the Housing Board; but you
could re-appoint the other Committees, and leave
cut, the Housing Board.

Mr. Speaker, having ourselves passed the law to
abolish the Board, T do not know if it is necessary to
add that proviso; it automatically comes out be-
cause it does not exist. Unless any member objects
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io the appointment of any particular Board, I see
1o reason why we could not save time and acecept the
mnotion.

Phe question that the appoiniment of these Com-
mittees and Members of Boards be the same as last
Session was put and resolved in the affirmative with .
out diviston

PAPERS LAID

Hon. G, H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I am com-
manded to lay by His Excellency the Governor Mes-
sage No. 6/1956.

His Ezcellency the Governor
To
The Honiourable The House of Assembly

His Hixeellency the Governor has the honour to re.
fer to the Address dated 29th November, 1955, from
the Honourable the House of Assembly in connec-
tion with the granting of landing rights at Seawell
Airport to an American flag bearing airline, and to
inform the Honourable the House of Assembly that
a copy of the Address was despatched by telegram to
the Secretary of State for the Colonies on the 9th
December, 1955.

A formal reply has recently been received from
the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the effect
that Her Majesty’s Government has carefully con-
sidered the Address of the Honourable the House of
Assembly and has come to fhe conclusion that in
view of the recent introduction of the British West
Indian Airways Viscount Service, Trinidad-—Barba-
dos—New York, the present time is not opportuns
to introduce another operator between Barbados and
New York The Secretary of State also stated that
the application recently made on behalf of Pan
American Airways will be considered later in the
light of the experience gained from the operation of
the present service,

R. D. H ARUNDELL,
Governor.

I had intended, Mr. Speaker, and 1 apologise to
Your Honour for not making it possible to see Your
Honour before. I had intended to give notice of my
intention to make a wtatement on this matter today,
but in view of the fact that there is no Order Paper
and any statement which I made would have to be
personal, I did not want to give that impression. 1
am suggesting that a Select Committee be appointed
later in the appropriate way to reply to this Mes-
sage, and I am asking those members who may be
appointed to report in time for next Tuesday When
that report is returned to this House next Tue:-
day, T propose asking the I.eader to put high on the
Order Paper tlhe Repyy to the Governor’s Messag»;
and I promise the House to give my version, the
Government’s version of the whole history of this
matter. If T did not make myself clear, T wish to
repeat that thiy Message is here and members will
be informed unofficially of the attitude of the Unit-
ed Kingdom Government. I am therefore asking
those members who may be appointed to reply to this
Message to have their reply ready by next Tuesday
when the matter will be debated.

Hon. M. E, COX: Mr- Speaker, I am commanded
to lay Statement of Post Office Advances for pay-
ment of Money Orders to 31st January, 1956.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Government Notices were gwen as follows :—

Hon. G. H- ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum
of $4,320 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee to supplement the Estimates 1956-57,
Part I, Current, as shown in the Supplementary Hs-
timate 1956-57, No. 1, which forms the Schedule to
the Resolution.

Hon. G. H- ADAMS: Resolution to place the sum
of $2,000 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee to supplement the Estimates 1956-57.
Part I, Current, as shown in the Supplementary Es-
timate 1956-57, No. 2 which forms the Sichedule to

-.he Resolution.

Hon. G. H- ADAMS: Bill to amend the Registra-
tion (Births, Baptisms, Marriages and Burials) Act,
1891,

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Bill to amend and consoli-
date the Aects of this Island relating to the jurisdie-
tion of, and the practice and procedure before,
magistrates’ courts and appeals therefrom, and to
matters connected therewith.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Bill for the constitution
¢f a Supreme Court of Judicature and for other
purposes relating to the better Administration of Jus-
tice in Barbados.

Hon. G. H- ADAMS: Bill to make provisieu for a
Commission to exercise certain flumetions in relation
to judicial and legal appointments in the service of
the Island.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Bill to amend the Public
Service Commission Aect, 1951

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Bill to amend the
Public Health Act, 1908,

Hon' R. G. MAPP: Bill to amend the Sugar In-
dustry (Rehabilitation, Price Stabilization and
Labour Welfare (Local Consumption) Act, 1952.

Hon. R. G, MAPP: Bill to amend the Sugar In-
dustry (Rehabilitation, Price Stabilization and
Labour Welfare) Act, 1947.

Hon. Dr- H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to give no-
¥ice of my intention to move the House into Com-
mittee of Supply at its next meeting in order to
consider the money Resolutions of whichi notice has
just been given.

METHOD.OF REPLY TO THE GOVERNOR’S
SPEECH

Iion. G. H. ADAMS: Mr Speaker, I must apolo-
gise to the Hon. Leadsr of the Opposition in that I
did not see him before hand in this particular mat-
ter, purely on account of pressure of business. In re-
spect of this Speech from His Excellency the Gov-
ernor, I am suggesting that we follow the mp-to-date
practice, and instead of appointing a Select Com-
mittee to draft a veply to the Speech, which might
entail the submission of a Minority Report, we
might follew the Fuglih pradtice of a member of
the Government Partr making a motion thanking
the Governor for his Speech and leaving it to the
Oppositien to make all the amendments which they
care to make, regretting the language of the Speech,
deploring the fact that such and suech a thing was
promised and it has not been done, and so on. That
will not debar any hon- member from making any
comment which he likes to make on the wording of
what should be the Speech from the Throne.

T am suggesting that inasmuch as we are having
our Rules put in order to bring these matters up to
date, we may as well be up to date from the earliest
possible time. I suggest that no Seleet Committee
Le appointed to reply tc the Governor’s Speech, but
that a motion be made by a member of the Govern-
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ment thanking His Excellency for his Speecli, Lhe
members of the Opposition ean make all the amend-
ments which taey like to make. 1 suggest that a
motion be made to that effeet so that it can be put
cn the Order Paper, and hon. members can file their
amendments with the Clerk. I am merely sounding
out the House to see what will eventually come iu
due courser I am asking fhon. members to agree to
that suggestion because that procedure will be sug-
gested in the Rules which will be brought before
the House.

Mr. GODDARD: I quite realise that we are com-
ing to what the IIon. Premier has suggested, but 1
think the most important thing is to have the appro-
priate Rule. If we are operating under the existing
Rules, there is no provision for doing what the Hon.
Premier has suggested. [Ilon- G. H. ADAMS: We
can move for the suspension of that particular Rule.]
We have heard the Speech from the Throne just a
few minutes ago, and under the existing Rules of
the House, the Mover and Seconder of the motion
are always made members of the Select Committee
o reply to that Speech. I think what the Hon. Pre-
mier has suggested is something desirable, and we
are moving towards that position. If the Rules can
be suspended to permit that being done, and we are
allowed to do that next Tuesday, I think that hon.
members should have an opportunity to ecarry out
that suggestion: If the Government wishes to sus-
pend the particular Rule, we, on this side of the
House, would support it.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: If I may interrupt the hon.
member. In the old days we had annual sessions of
Parliament; every year there was a new House and
Rule 26 refers to the opening of a new House, and
the Rule affecting the opening of a new House does
not really apply today- The first Rule says what
should be done on the first day of the meeting of a
new General Assembly which used to meet every
year. That Rule affects a new General Assembly,
and it really does not apply to us because we are in
the fifth year of a new General Assembly.

If the House approves off the suggestion which [
have made, then we will deal with the matter in
that way. We have been acting as if each session were
a new House, but that is not really so. I do not tizink
hon. members should misunderstand me. The first
Rule refers to the first day of the meeting of a new
General Assembly; this is not a new General As-
sembly. I am therefore suggesting to hon. members
that later in the day, some hon, member on this side
of the Houve will make a motion to the effect that
the House thanks His Excellency for the Speech
which he was pleased to make, and this House will
carry out the proposals enunciated in that Speech.

Then, each hon. member of the Oppoesition who
wants to (as a matter oft fact, every single hon. mem-
ber) can debate on the matter, to get as much out of
today as we can.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, just to put myself in
the right, T ri.e on a point of Order for the purpose
of making a suggestion. With reference to the speech,
I have already suggested that if the Hon. Premier
give notice of his intention to deal with this at the
next meeting of the House we can let that slide to-
day. If necessary we can suspend the particular rule
and deal with it as he said. I see nothing wrong in
doing so. But if the motion iz actually made today, it
must be seconded and someone would have to move
that it be postponed and that would mean that some
hon. member might lose his right to speak.

Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Speaker, T beg to give notice
¢f my intention to move at the next meeting of the
House the motion that the House tender thanks to

iis Excellency the Governor for the speech he de-
livered todgy and that the House promises to.im-
plement the wuggestions contained therein.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ NOTICES

Mr. BARROW : Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give notice
of a Bill to amend the Workmen’s Compensation
Act, 1943.

Mr. . L, WALCOTT : Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give
notice of a Bill to amend the Trade Union Act, 1939.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded by
Hon. Dr. H, G. H, CUMMINS, the Bil] to amend the
Registration (Burths, Baptisms, Marriages, and
Burals), Act, 1891, was read « first time.

__On motion of Hon. Q. H. ADAMS, seconded by
Hown. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, the Bill to amend and
consolidate the Acts of this Island relating to the
Jurisdiction of, and the practice and procedure be-
fore magistrates’ courts and appeals therefrom, and
to matters connected therewith, was read a first time.

On motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded by
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS, the Bill for the constitution of
o Supreme Court of Judicature and for other pur-
poses relating to the better Admanmistration of Jus-
tice of Barbados, was read a first time. 7

On motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded by
Hon. Dr. CUMMINS, the Bill to make provision for
a commiassion to exercise certain functions in relation
to judicial and legal appointments in the service of
the Island, was read a first time.

On motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded by
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, the Bill to amend the
Public Health Act, 1908, was read a first time.
first time.

On motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, sec-
onded by Hon. M. K. COX, the Bill to amend the
Public Health Act, 1908, was read a first time.

On motion of Hon. R. G. MAPP, seconded by Hon.
C.E. TALMA, the Bill to amend the Sugar Industry
(Rehabilitation, Price Stabilization and Labour Wel-
fare) (Local Consumption) Act, 1952, was read @
first time.

On motion of Hon. B. G. MAPP, seconded by Hon.
C. E. TALMA, the Bill to amend the Sugar Indus-
try  (Rehabilitation, Price Stabilization and Labour
Welfare) Act, 1947, was read a first lime. :

On motion of Mr. BARROW, seconded by Mr.
ALLDER, the Bill to amend Workmen’s Compensa-
tion Act, 1943, was read a first time.

On motion of Mr. F. L. WALCOTT, seconded by .

Myr. F. E. MILLER, the Bill to amend the Trade
Union Act, 1939, was read a first time.

Hon, G. 1. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, at this
stage, T am moving that Your Honour appoint a
Select Committee to reply to His Excellency the

- Governor’s Message No. 6 /1956, regarding land-

ing right at Seawell Airport. If T may. I would
like to repeat what is suggested, that the Committee
sheulld try to have the reply ready by Tuesday mext.
1 beg to move that a Select Committee be ap-
nointed to reply to Message No. 6/1956 sent by His
Exeelleney the Governor to this Chamber.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: T beg to seconil
that. .
The question was put and resolved in the af-
firmative without division.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to ap-
point the following to serve on the Select Committes
to draft a reply to His Excellency the Governoc’s
Message No. 6/1956.




The hon. junior member for Christ Churdh,
(Mr. Gopparp), the hon. senior member for the City
(M. MorrLEY), the hon. jumior member for St.
Michael (Mr. BRYAN) the hon. senior member for St.
Andrew (Mrs. BournE), the hon. junior member for
St. John. (Mr. VAUGHAN).

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I am suggesting
that the hon. senior member for St. Philip be added.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I am very
grateful to the honourable junior member for the
City, but I would like to decline.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: In fixing the
Order Paper, T want to make Order No. 1, the notice
of the motion given by the honourable jumior mem-
ber for St. Michael.

Mr. LEWIS:: Mr. Speaker, I just rise
point out that it was a Private Member’s Notice and.
perhaps it could be put above the Government.
Notices.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I now beg to
move that this House do now adjourn until this day
week, Tuesday, 1st May, 1956, at 3 o’clock p.m.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put amd resolved in the affir-
mative without division, and Mr. Speaker adjourn-
ed the House accordingly.

“~
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 1st May, 1956.

Pursuant to the adjournment the House of
Assembly met at 3 o’clock p.m. today. :

Present

His Honour Mr. K, N. R. Hussanps (Speaker),
Hen. G. H. Apams C.M.G., Q.C., B.A., (Premier),
Mr. J. E. T. BRaNcKER, Hon. Dr. H, G. H. Cum-
mins, C.B.E.,, M.D., C.M., (Minister of Social Ser-
vices), His Honour Mr. A. E. S. Lewis (Deputy
Speaker), Hon. M. E. Cox, (Minmistar of Communi-
cations, Works and Housing), Mr. L. E. Swira
J.P., (Chairman of Commilttees), Hon, R. G. Marp
(Mamster of Trade, Industry and Labour), Mr. F. C,
Goopsrp (Leader of the Opposition), Mr. F. E.
Mmuizs, Mr. J. A. Hayxes B.A. Mr. J. C. MorrLEy,
Mr. E. St. A. HorpEr, Mr. E. W. Barrow B.Se.

Prayers were read.
MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inferm
the House that the Minutes of the last meeting are not
yet ready for confirmation.

DOCUMENTS LAID

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
ihe House that I have received a Medical Certificate
from Dr. A. L. Stuart recommending ten days sick
leave for the Clerk.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
from the Accountant General for the month ended
29th February this year.

Also Statement of Revenue and Expenditure for
half year ended 31st. March 1956 from the Commis-
sioners of Highways of the Parish of St. John.

Also,Statement of Revenue and Expenditure for
half year to 31st March 1956 on Tenantry Roads from
the Commissioners of Highways of the Parish of St.
John,

Also, Statement of Revenue and Expenditure for
haif year ended 31st March 1956 from the Commis-
sioners of Highways of the Parish of St. Philip.

Also, Statement of Revenue and Expenditure for

half year ended 81st March 1956 on Tenantry Roads

the Commissioners of Highways of the Parish of St.
Philip.

LEAVE GRANTED TO CLERK

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 1
beg to move that the Clerk be granted ten days sick
leave.

Hon M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

There being no objection leave was gramted,

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that the Deputy Clerk be appointed to aet as Clerk
for the period of ten days.

Hon. M E. COX: I beg to second that.

The gquestion was put and agreed to.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS': I beg to move
that Mr. D. A. Banfield be appointed to act as
Deputy Clerk for a period of ten days.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

* The question was put and agreed to,

PAPERS LAID

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
on hehalf of the hon. senior member for Christ
Church, the Minister of Agriculture, Lands and
Fisheries, T am commanded to lay the following:

Statement from the Barbados (General Agricul-
tural Society regarding the appropriation of the
Legislative Grant for the year 1955.

NOTICES

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, T beg to give
notice of the following Resolution:

Resolution to place the sum of $10,250 at the
disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to
supplement the Estimates 1956-57, Part 11, Capital,
as shown in the Supplementary Estimate 1956-57, No.
3, which forms the Schedule to the Resolution.

3.25 pm.

PRIVATE NOTICES

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker,
notice of the following Address :—

House of Assembly
To
His Excellency The Governor

The House draws to the attention of His Excel-
lency the Governor the necessity for the institution

I beg to give
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of an annual Christmas bonus for all public employ-
ees whose pensionable emoluments do not excesd
fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500) annually.

2, The House requests that Government take
effective action whereby such will be paid from De-
cember this year.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, if you will
hear me, I would like to suggest to the hon. mem-
ber that Addresses of this sort to the Governor are
completely anachronistic.. The Governor does not
initiate any legislation, and I suggest therefore,
that with a Ministerial system of Government, these
Addresses should be put to the appropriate Minis-
ter. One can only address the Governor or ihe
Queen on matters of State, but r.ot on matters of
policy. If the hon. member goes on with this form
of directing Addresses to other than the appropri-
ate Minister, it puts the Governor in an impossible
position; he cannot take notice of things over the
Heads of his Ministers. I hope that hon. members
will move all Addresses which they feel like mov-
ing to the appropriate Ministers,

Mr. BRANCKER: I take it, Sir, that there
cannot be any discussion on that matter at this
stage.

Mr. SPEAKER: No, there is nothing before
the House.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give
notice of the following Address:—

House of Assembly
To
His Excellency The GQovernor

This House again draws to the attention of His
Excellency the Governor the imperative and imme-
diate necessity of implementing the Address unani
mously passed by this Chamber urging the estab-
lishment of a Government printery in this Island.

2. This House urges Government to explore
the possibilities of purchasing any Printery or
Printeries in this Island capable of effectively doing
all Government printing and binding with the as-
sistance of trained available personnel presently
unemployed, and others. .

8. This House implores Government to re-
adjust its list of top priorities and allocate Gov-
ernment printery to its first list.

Mr, BRANCKER: Also, of the following
Address :—

Housc of Assembly
To
His Ezxcellency the Governor

The House is of the opinion that it is essential
to ereate the professional post of Standing Counsel
to this Chamber.

2. The House requests that IHis Excellency
cause the necessary steps to be initiated for the fin-
ancing of such.

QUESTIONS

Mr, W. A. CRAWFORD: To enquire of the
Minister of Agriculture, Liands and Fisheries:—
‘Will the Minister cause to be published at the
earliest date possible the figures showing the total
amounts invested abroad as on 31st March, 1956,
of funds aceruing to:—
(1) The Price Stabilisation Reserve Fund.
(2) The Labour Welfare Fund,
(3) The Rehabilitation Reserve Fund.
2. Will the Minister cause to be placed on the
Government Established Staff the herdsmen who

have been employed at the Pine Agricultural De-
velopment Station almost from its inception?
If not, why not?

3. Is the Minister aware that the prices paid
by sugar factories for canes supplied by small pro-
ducers in respect of the current crop are consider:
ably less than what the price of sugar would permit?

In view of the appreciably large number of
of people and the appreciable sums involved will the
Minister please state what steps it is proposed to
take to ensure that the final prices paid bear an
equitable relationship to the total value of sugar
produced in the colony?

Mr. L. E. SMITH: To enquire of the Honour-
able Minister of Social Services:—

‘Whether it is true that Nurse Joyce Mason of
the Barbados General Hospital was given notice to
leave the Hospital?

If the answer te the above is yes, will Govern-
ment state without delay the reason why?

Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKER: To enquire of
the Minister for Social Services:—

‘What steps, if any have been taken to imple-
ment the Recommendation contained in the 1952
Report of the Salaries’ Commissioner, Sir Errol Dos
Santos, to provide ‘‘for rations or allowances in lieu
thereof”’, for (1) the orderlies at the General Hos-
pital, (2) seamstresses and washers at the General
Hospital ?

Mro J. E. T. BRANCKER: To enquire of
the IMinister for Communications, Works and Hous-
ing :—

How many sealed tenders were ‘‘received at the
Ministry of Communications, Works and Housing
up to four o’clock p.m. on the 27th Janunary, 1956,
for the supply of Barbados Limestone, Cambridge
Blue, Flintstone, Marl Filling and Earth Filling,
tc the Department of Highways and Transport for
a period of twelve (12) months from 1st April,
1956’7 in respect of the Northern Division, Parishes
of St. Lucy and St. Peter?

2. Is it a fact that Government advertised in
respect of the above that it did not bind itself to
accept the lowest or any tender? :

3. Is it a fact that the tenderers included the
contractor who had continuously executed this as-
signment for the Northern Division during the time
of the Central Road Board, and up to last year was
re-awarded the contract for twelve (12) months
from 1st April, 1955?

4. Is it also a fact that throughout the many
continuous years that the said contractor had been
performing the said contract it was invariably execu-
ted efficiently and to the complete satisfaction of the
authorities both of the Central Road Board and the
Department of Highways and Transport?

5. If it is true that the abovementioned con-
tractor was not re-awarded the contract on this
occasion, will the Minister explain why?

Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKER: To enquire of the
Minister for Eduecation at the next meeting of this
Housa :— :

In view of the Replies Nos. 58, 53 and 17 laid
on 7.6.55 and 20.7.54 to Questions Nos. 58 59 and
17 which were asked in this Chamber on 20.7.54 and
14.12.54 stating that Government still has under
consideration proposals relating both to the pro-
visions of a hot mid-day meal for children at Publie
Elementary Schools, and to the question of School
Fees in Secondary Schools,”” has Government any-
thing further to add to those Replies, particularly
in relation to its decision as to priority of schemes
of Government expenditure, ever bearing in mind

(43
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that it is the declared policy of the Government to
provide children at Public Secondary Schools with
a hot mid-day meal free of all who are unable to pay
for it?”’
3.35 p.m.

ORDER PAPER

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT : Mr. Speaker, before the
first Order of the Day is called, I would like to draw
te Your Honour’s attention that the Order Paper
of the Day, as is placed before us, is not the Order
FPaper which was given notice of at last Tuesday’s
meeting of the House. At that meeting I gave
notice of a Bill to amend the Trade Union Act, 1939,
and it was read a first time. I do not see anylhing
of it on this Order Paper. Why is it that this Order
is not placed on today’s Order Paper ? [A MEMBER.
Tt is under Private Members’ Business] I did not
see it.

I would also like to draw to your Ilonour’s
attention that none of the Orders on the Order
Paper are placed before me, neither have I reccived
any of them by Post; and T want to know how can
I begin to discuss these matters if T have not re-
ceived any of them. I have not seen even eyclostyled
copies of these .ugtiers. { do rot kaow if 1 am
placed in a different position in respees to this
matter as regards other hon. members.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. meider is not
placed in a different position from other hon.
members. Unfortunately, the Clerk o ithe House
did not make an early preparation of the Order
Paper and it is only today that the Officers ot
the House had to try their best to produce the
Order Paper which is placed before hon. members.
That is the difficulty under which the Staff has
laboured.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I would like to snow, Mr.
Speaker, if I can now get any of the Urders to be
discussed. I do not have any of them before me.

Mr. SPEAKER: There are some ecyciostyled
copies available. I do not know if there are copies
of all the Items that appear on the Order Paper.
T have already said that it is only this morning that
some of these Orders were cyclostyled by officcrs of
this House. 1t was unfortunate that the Clerk did
not get the Order Paper ready before he left.

REPLY TO HIS EXCELLENCY’S SPEECH

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
in connection with the Order which stands under
the name of the hon. junior member Ior St.
Michael, and which is placed above Govercment
Business, I am asking leave to postpone that, 1
understand from the Hon. Leader of the Opposition
that his colleague and himself are not in a position
to proceed with that matter today. o

The Order under the name of the houn. juulor
member for St. Michael is to move that this House
thank His Excellency the Governor for his speech
delivered at the opening of the Legislature and to
promise to implement the proposals contained theremn.
As T have said, T am asking leave that this be post-
poned.

In connection with the Order Paper, Mr. Speaker,
you have already explained the position, and tnere
is nothing further I can add. There are two money
Resolutions - as well as a few Bills which stund
under Government business, the copies of which are
eyclostyled, and T hope it is the.wish of hon. mem-
bers that we should deal with them today.

There being no objection to leave being granmiel

to postpone the Order stamding under the name «f !

the hon. junior member for St. Michael, leave was
granted the hon. member.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day
under Government Business stands under the name
of the Hon. Minister of Social Services: to move
the House into Committee of Supply to consider the
grants of sums of money for the service of the
Colony.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker I
beg to move that Your Honour do now leave the
Chair and the House go into Committee of Suppply.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question. was put and resolved
cffirmative without division.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
went into Commitiee of Supply, Mr. SMITH being
wm the Chasir.

wm the

ANGLICAN CHURCH

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, the first
Resolution is for the sum of $4,320 for the purpose
set out in the Addendum printed on the cyclostyled
copies of the Resolution which hon. members have
before them. Under Section 15 of the Anglican Church
Aet, 1911, if a Rectory Vicarage or Curacy has been
vacant for a period exeeeding six months without
being permanently filled, the salary lapses mto the
Treasury until a permanent appointment is made.
As hon. members will remember, recently an Act
was passed which said in future only temgporary
appointments will be made; the object being, not
as some members of the Anglican Church think is the
thin edge of the wedge of disestablishment apa dis-
endowment, but in order to help the Chureh to
appoint parsons who otherwise may not be el.zible
for the permanent appointment. Consequently, in
every case where a temporary appointment is made,
the salary of the office will lapse after six months
unless permanently filled; and will continue to lapse
intil a permanent appointment is made. Inasmuca
as the money lapses, we have to come down with a
Resoation for money to pay those persons wno are

" now appointed temporarily.

Two temporary appointments have been made
under the recent Act. Therefore, owing to their
being no money to pay them, the amount of $4,320
under this Resolution is being asked to be voted to
pay these persons who have been appointed. This
is a simple matter. T beg to move that this sum of
$4,320 be now voted and place at the dispusal of
the Governor-in-Executive Committee to suppleiaunt
the Bstimates 1956-—57; Part 1.— Current, as shown
in the Supplementary Estimate 1956—57, No. 1 which
forms the Schedule to the Resolution,
that Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS': I beg to second

at.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, it is not very
leng ago that a similar Resolution came before the
House. T have been trying to get a copy of the
amended Act, but I cannot find it among the records
of this House. However, I thought, as the Resolu-
tion says, that no new permanent appointment
would be made; that is how the Addendum itself
reads. But I thought that the appointments that
were to be made would be more or less permanent
but not pensionable. That is what T thought we
were passing. But, Sir, the next point is, if this
thing is likely to happen not only with vicars but
with rectors, why ean’t we have an amount of
$10,000 or $20,000t We have money in the Estimates
that will not be spent. This will only be spent
where the appointments are made. And unless the
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House is doing this in order to have an opportunity
of reviewing each appointment, I do mnot see the
sense of providing for this particular two, and
then tomorrow if a rector dies and an appointment
is made, the Government coming back with another
Resolution. When another vicar leaves or dies, you
will come back with yet another Resolution.

I thought the object of the amending Act was
te get away from passing pension Bills and this
type of Resolution. I thought the Government
would have put a sum of money in the Estimates
to cover countingencies. Let us put in $10,000 or
$15,000 and save the House from continually having

to do this. If I am not mistaken, we did this about
two months ago.
Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, on several

occasions we have argued against giving the Gov-
ernment a blank cheque. We have been forced to
do so on a few oceasions and we found that control
of certain happemnings was taken from us; and in
those cases we only knew about the expenditure
after it had been incurred. Therefore, I certainly
must differ from the honourable junior member for
the City in this respect. I prefer to handle a thou-
sand Resolutions if they come individually, than
to continue the practice of voting large sums of
money only to be kept and used at will by the
KExecutive without our having any say in respeet
of the matter.

Mr. LEWIS: The honourable member has
picked the worst possible item to make that speech
on. If you have that method of appointment, and
if you are appointing a rector or a vicar in St.
John, the honourable member himself does it. He
is on the Appointments Board, so he wonld be coming
in here and criticising a member of the House.
The honourable member is seriously mistaken if he
thinks I am one to give blank cheques. The law
on the Statute Books says the Appointment Board
shall consist of so and so. Members of the House
kave a say in the appointment on this occasion, but
the honourable member wants to accuse me of giving
the Government a blank cheque. I am sorry that
his thinking is so confused at the outset of this
session.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS:
member is mistaken about these blank cheques. Not
a single cent is ever paid to any human being in
this world by the Auditor General unless an order
says the Legislature has voted it for that purpose.
If you have $10,000 voted, the Auditor General has
to be satisfied that there is an Act which says the
$10,000 can be paid out to A, B, C or D. So putting
any sum of money in the Estimates or sending down
a Resolution for a certain sum of money does not
mean you can spend it ag you like. It cannot be
spent unless you ean turn to some Act to see where
it can be paid out. '

Mr. ALLDER: I do not think so, Mr. Chair-
man. We all know that money is taken for confer-
ences and so on. There was a time when this
Government came for money when delegates were
to be sent out, and we were forced to agree to the
sum of money to be placed in the Estimates and at
the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Commit-
tea; and after we had done that, there were several
occasions when we were not 100% in agreement
with certain passages paid. :

T was only trying to remind the honourable
junior member for the City of our experiences in
the past and to clear up the point which the hon-
ourable member made. While it is true that in
respect of St. John I might be on the Committes
which makes appointments, if it happens in the
City I would not have that privilege, because the

I think the honourable |

honourable member would be one of those members
of the Committee making thé selecticn for the City;
therefore it is only here that I prefer to be able
to say ‘‘yes’ or ‘‘no’’ to any appointment I might
have to decide upon.

Mr. LEWIS: The honourable member may rest
assured that probably the only appointment would
be the one in St. John. I thought he would have
been good enough to get up and admit he was
wrong. How ean this compare with a conference?
The Government can agree ad lib to anything sent
to them. The Government can agree to the post of
vicar in this island or create another rectorship
in the Anglican Church, and I thought the honous-
able member would be decent enough to get up
and say so. It is mnonsenge the honourable
member is talking. He knows there are so many
viearages but you cannot go and create this and
spend the money. To tell the truth, you mean for
the sake of making a point, you make it irrelevantly.
How can it compare with a conference? The Gov-
ernment says it 1s a thing they did not set out for;
they put money in the BEstimates for things that
may arise. They cannot inerease them, we have a
law governing the appointment; and I say you would
be coming here and criticising members of the
House. The honourable member should admit if he
lived in the City, that he would get the best repre-
sentation possible in the House [A VOICE: From
whom ? You or Mottley!]

The question that the Resoluliom do now pass
was put and carried without division.

REFUND TO THE BANK OF NOVA SCOTIA

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, the next
Resolution is for the sum of $2,000 refund of
overpaid fees under Companies’ Act, 1910. Hon-
ourable members will see as the Addendum points
out that the Bank of Nova Scotia was granted a
licence to carry on a business of banking in the
island. The fees for Registration under the Com-
panies’ Aect is computed at $2,239.20 which was
paid by the Bank. There is however, a Companies’
Act proviso that limits the amount of money pay-
able on registration of a company to £50. That is
how the old Act reads; but there was an oversight
and the bank paid in the full sum as though that
proviso was not in the Act. It has since been dis-
covered, and it is therefore necessary for us to pay
back the Bank of Nova Scotia the difference be-
tween $2,239.20 and $1,999.20.

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to second
that.

3.5 p.m.

Mr. CRAWEFORD: Before you put the question,
Mr. Chairman, I should like to say that it does
appear to me that th: Legal Departments of Bar-
bados are passing through very lean times from the
point of view of the calibre of the personnel. It is,
perhaps, euphemistic to call thig matter an oversight;
other people would regard it as sheer ignorance. if
you have in the Companies Aect a proviso limiting
the amount of fees payable by a Company on regis-
tration to £50, is it not far more than an over-
sight to make a Company pay over $2,000; and now
we have to come for a refund of the money? This
may be a small thing., but these straws show the
direction in which the wind is blowing.

If in small matters, the Legal Departments are
incompetent to apprise the Government, or to pursue
their lawful operations without making these errors,
you can imagine what will transpire when we have

“F
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important things befcre the Goveranment. That is

missioners appointed recently will go into the com-

order to attempt to defend the Department involved,

oceurs to me, and it is this: normally speaking, ther2
.cannot be any obstruction placed in the way of any

‘the wealth of the West Indies by Foreign Companies

reason why the West Indies, which are on the verge

-are not ploughed back in the area, but are used to
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why I have said that in the current bus issue, the
Government has to go cutside this Colony and bring
in Counsel. It is to be hoped that the Judicial Com-

petence of people whoe are filling important offices
in the Fegal Departments

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: If I may interrupt the
hon. member, I should like to point out that tiis
matter is nothing to do with the Attorney General’s
Department. It is regrettable that the mistake has
been made, but it is quite possible for anybody to
forget. The proviso comes in the Table of the Com-
panies Act; and one can easily see that any Solieitor
in the Island would have forgotten that. T repea’:
this is nothing to do with the Attorney General’s
Department.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The hon. member is quite in

but certainly in the Registry we are supposed 1o
have legally-qualified ien; and if it is not one Legul
Department, then it i3 another. My remarks about
‘the competence of Legal Departments would therc-
fore apply equally to the Registry; and they would
apply to the Crown Law Officers’ Department, if
that were the Department involved.

Be that as it may, there is one other point which

Foreign Company which wants to come to Barbadces
to do business. We already have two Canadian Banks
and one English Bank operating here, and if another
Bank wants to come here because ine business
appears to be sufficient to warrant its coming here,
there should be no objection placed in the way ot
its eoming here. However, I believe that we in the
West Indies, should begin to realise that it is high
time that a stop be put to this draining away of

operating in this area.

This is the first tire that I have seen this Reso-
lution. The Government has a habit of taking impor-
fant and unimportant matters and springing them
on the House at a moment’s notice. If I had seen
this Resolution before, my remarks in connection
with it would have been even stronger. There is no

of national independence, should continue to allow
Canadian, American or any other foreign Banks
to be established in the area, perform very little
eredit services in the area, and the profits they make

help other areas. Barclays Bank has now established
a big Development Corporation and the funds are
allegedly going to be used in the development of
other under-developed territories; but I am yet to
hear of any West Indian concern benefiting to any
extent from the establishment of this Barclays Bank
Development Corporation. I am yet to hear of any
of these foreign Banks in the area extending proper
credit facilities either to small-scale or large-seale
investors who want to develop the country.

The inescapable conclusion is that the time has
come for the West Indies to establish their own
National Bank [Cheers]. The time has come for the
West Indies to see that all the financial operations
in the area are channslled in this area for the devel-
opment of the area. In my opinion, the Government
should have taken steps to prevent the Nova Scotia
Bank from coming in the area. We have too many
Banks in the area now; this Bank should have becn
told: ““if you want to come here, you can come, but
we are going to take the lead in the near future to
establish a West Indian State Bank, and it may well

e that shortly after your establishment, the business

to be obtained will not be sufficient as to warrant
that establishment.’’ It is almost a betrayal of West
Indian National intercst to encourage either openly
or otherwise, more forsign Banks being established
in the area.

Even although they come here as registered, in
my opinion, it is not too late for the Barbados
Government, in commoen with other West Indian
Governments, to make its position so secure in this
matter that the Nova Scetia Bank or any other Bank
with similar ideas, would be discouraged from. estab-
lishing themselves in Barbados or in any other West
Indian Island.

4.05 p.m.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, so far as the West
Indian, National Bank is concerned, while I think
admirable sentiments were made by the hon. senior
member for St. Philip on the matter, they are irrele-
vant on a Resolution cf this nature. Sir, it would
be a serious thing if you were to set out that certain
companies canrnot operate here.

Mr. CRAWEFORD: Mr. Chairman, I rise on
a2 point of Order. The hon. member seems to have
rmisunderstood me. I hope he does not mean to sav
that I said that they should not operate here. I
have no objection to any compavry coming here to
operate. I said that we should discourage Bank
(‘ompanies coming in, if we are clamouring to have
our own West Indian National Bank.

Mr. LEWIS: Why should we discourage
them? If the West Indies had their own National
Bank and they were supporting it, then nobody
would come in, because they would fecl that they
could do nothing in the area.

The next thing is this: Unless your Bank is
going outside to do business, it will be of no use i«
the West Indies. You cannot have a Bank in a
particular area and just leave it there, unless it is
zome little savings bank. If it is to serve the arca,
it must have correspondence or whatever other asso-
ciations it has outside of the area in which it is
operating.

I share the hope of the hon. senior member for
St. Philip that the Barbados Government will join
hands with the Jamawa Government in urging for
a Stlate Bank; especially for the purpose of issuing
currency and matters of this sort.

I do not know if to put it down to incompetence
in your having to bring down this Resolution for
$2,000 when you need only $1,999.20. Perhaps this
must have been a mistake made by the Company’s
Solicitors and the Registrar of this Island, because
I cannot imagine that the Registrar knowing that we
can collect only up to $240 for the registration f
a company in Barbados still insisting on collecting
fees up to $2,239.20. If these fees are payable on the
paid-up or registered capital of the Company, per-
haps, we might not be accustomed to dealing with
such large companies. However, my point is this:
sinee we are dealing with a speecific item for a speciiic
sum, we should refund the specific amount. Of
course, it is only a matter of 80 cents difference, but
the Resolution should come down for $1,999.20. It
is just a small amount, but as far as I can remember
of Resolutions for refunds coming before the House,
the Resolutions were always brought down for the
specific amount. This is a matter of your knowing
how much was paid into the Treasury and how much
vou should refund; therefore, I am suggesting that
you accept & motion that this amount be reduced by
80 cents. This is not a case where you are voting
money for something which you do not know exactiy
how much may be spent out of it. You know exactly
how much is the amount of this refund; you know
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that the amount is $1,999.20. I am not saying that
when you vote $2,000 you are going to pay out that
amount, but I do not like the idea of our knowing
exactly what the amount is and your bringing down a
Resolution rounding off the amount. This is the first
time that I have noticed in Resolutions for refunds
that the amount was rounded off. As I have said, al-
though I am sure you will retain the 80 cents, I do
not like the idea of your bringing down a Resolution
rounding off the amount.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr, Chairman, I do not
know why the amount has been rounded off myself.
Maybe it looks better. I really do not know what to
say in reply to the argument by the hon. senior mem-
ber for St. Philip. How can you reply? How can
the Bank of Nova Scotia operating here possibiy
hurt the West Indies? Is the hon. member saying
that a West Indian National Bank will provide all
the money for the West Indies?

The hon. member every day gets up and say that
we should have an international Bank. I am sure
that because it has happened recently in Jamaica,
he is going to attack this Government for not going
to the United States to get & loan. I really do not
know what to say on an argument of that sort. You
have ouly to state it to see the absurdity of it.

Mr. CRAWFORD: If the hon. member does
not know what to say, he should say nothing. |{Ifon.
G. H. ADAMS: 1 should have]. It is sheer nonsense
to mix up an international bank with a commercial
bank. An international Bank is not a commercial
bank. The International Bank is an agency of
United Nations which is set up specifically for help-
ing countries and for making loans to Governments
who want to borrow money. What the hon. member
has said is such a gross error that I want to know
how could he be capable of it. Of course, only he
could fail to realise that a foreign bank only comes
here for the purpose of making money. It does not
come here to operate because it likes him or us.

The Hon, Minister apparently is assuming that
because the Bank of Nova Scotia is coming here to
operate, that it is going to develop the country. If
vou want to start a business, in Barbados or Dom-
inica or anywhere, unless you have proper security
you cannot get one cent from a bank. Banks do not
develop countries. If you have security, real estate
collaterally, you can borrow money; or if somebody
who has money and you want money from a bank and
that person can endorse the note, vou can get it. They
charge a certain commission for the performance of
the service which they render to Barbados. They
are more or less commercial houses collecting bills
and advancing credits on commission. I am yet to
hear of a single commercial bank ploughing back to
a country some of its profits to develop the country.
415 p.m.

To have the bank of Nova Scotia coming here
does not mean one single thing to the expansion of
the economy of Barbados. Only the honourable
senior member for St. Joseph would think it does.
All the international credit facilities we want, we
have through the established banks; and the point
rade by the honourable junior member for the
City is tenable in that a West Indian State Bank
would have certain established connections abroad
in the same sense more or less as Codrington Col-
lege is entirely established with a University. While
that is tenable, it is absolutely beside the point to
fool the public that the introduction of another
foreign operated bank in Barbados would mean any-
thing at all to the colony of Barbados; it would
mean something to Canada and to those countries in
which this bank of Nova Scotia invests its surplus

—_

capital for development, We do not get any here.
I doubt if any part of the West Indies gets any.
They come here because some of the West Indian
Islands are developing and there is good picking;
therefore they will come in and do a iittle plundes-
ing while the going is good. That is all there is to
it, and I repeat, Sir, that the soouner that sort of
thing is done away with the better it is for the West
Indies.

By all means they should have been encouraged.
All te banking in the island is already properly
handled in so far as it can bs handled, and a link
between Nova Scotia and Barbados in the form of
commercial bank will mean everything to Nova Sco-
tia but not one single thing to Barbados.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS!: I stand to correction, but

until the honourable member had spoken I did now

realise all that might have been said on this subjecs.
I will promise him this in view of what he said; if
the honourable meinber can do anything to borrow
money without security, I will do my best to get
kim made Managing Director and Comprehensive
Director of a bank for the Island of Barbados!

Mr. CRAWFORD: The honourable member

is regarding this matter as a matter for amusement.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: You said these banks
did not lend any money without security.
Mr. CRAWFORD: The honourable member

knows that what I said is this: the fact that you

have Barelays Bank. the Royal Bank of Canada, the

Canadian Bank of' Commerce, does not mean thev
developed Barbados. They exist to advance money
against proper security; but Mr. Chairman, a West
Indian National Bank would have to go
than that. It would have to take risks.

We have in Barbados, in our small manner, .
small bank for the development of Peagant Agr:-
culture.  'We have what yvou would eall a small
bank for loans to fishermen. These banks take risks.
When you lend a fisherman money to build a boat you.
have not got proper security; and the Peasants’
Loan Bank will advance money to a peasant who
rents land; you advance money against the crops.
It is done elsewhere; it is done in Jamaica. And the
idea is that the bank is concerned primarily with
taking risky in developing the country which no
outside bank will take, because it does not stand
to benefit in the long run. A West Indian Bank will
have to take risks because with the area’s expan-
sion, the business of the bank will also expand.

You cannot expect a foreign bank will have
any interest at all in taking any risks in the area
because they are iot concerned. But the main point
cf my argument is not only the question of advane-
ing money with or without seourity for development,
the point is that banks render a service to the com-
munity for which they are paid; and there is no
justifiable reason why we should allow these services
to be rendered and paid for by foreign companies.
That is all there ig to it.

Ask the Hon. Premier to get the balance shects
of Barclays Bank, the Royal Bank of Canada and
the Canadian Bank of Commerce and see what they
make everv year, see what they pay in income tax.
Do you think they operate because we have good sea
breeze and make good fishing? They operate because
they make good money and the money should be made
by a West Indian Bank and remain in the area. The
money that Barclays Bank is using to develop all
parts of the world should be kept in Barbados; the
surplus profit made by its operation is spent all over
the world and we contribute to it. St. Lucia,
Jamaica and Dominica contribute to it.

further
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Why ask the bank of Nova Scotia to come here !
‘There must be money to be made in the West Indies
in banking; and are we to understand from the Hon.
Premier that there is some moral or legal objection
to the West Indies themselves making in banking the
money made in the West Indies, and that only foreign
‘banks should make it? If we are to have that motto
at the head of affairs it is no wonder we are drifting
‘while other countries are marching forward.

Mr. LEWIS: The hon, senior member for St.
Philip said that while the views I expressed were
tenable, they would tend to fool the public—

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 did not say so.

Mr. LEWIS: 1 do not know whether he had a
full stop in his mind when he spoke about fooling
the public on the issue. I merely pointed out that
it would be very difficult for Barbados to legislate
against companies coming to operate here. You can-
not do it to any people coming from the Common-
wealth; that is what I saw. If he feels assured
that the Bank of Nova Scotia would come here for
what it can get, if it does not get it directly it would
get it indirectly. However, that could wait for
another time. I am going to move that the amount
‘be reduced by eighty cents so that the amount voted
by Government will be the exact amount to be
refunded,

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: 1 will accept that. While
I am on my feet, I will say although it will provoke
the hon. member to make another speech, that a bank
is a company doing a particular form of business.
Is he going to stop Fogarty and Sahely from doing
business in Barbados?

4.25 p.m.

The honourable member apparently thinks that
he is lecturing to second standard school children.
If you accept that a Bank is only a Company doing
business, at least Matouk and Sahely and other
people are from other West Indian Islands; they
come from the area and the profits they make in
Barbados remain in the area. The Nova Secotia
Bank is mnot from St. Kitts. Iow, on the eve of
a Caribbean Federation, could you object to any
West Indian firm or Company extending its opera-
tions to any other West Indian Island? But that
is not the point at all. The extent of the business
done by Sahely and Matouk or anybody else in
this Island is regulated by a certain amount of
competition; but in Barbados or the West Indies
for that matter, where banking is concerned; the
established Banks know full well that the only
competition they can get is from some other Bank
from a big metropolitan country.

Tomorrow morning Barbados cannot start its
own Bank as easily as Sahely or Matouk can come
in here. Banking is a special form of business.
If Self-Help Enterprises Ltd. or anybody else were
carrying on the same business as Sahely and they
could cut prices, Sahely would lose money; but
who is going to offer competition to the Bank of
Nova Seotia or the Royal Bank of Canada or any
similar Bank. To compare these things is to com-
pare a public utility service with a rum shop; to
make this comparison is like comparing water and
telephone services with the sale of ginger beer and
coconut bread in a back street somewhere. There
is no comparison between these things at all; one
is a highly-specialised service, and the other is a
service in which anybody can enter without any
special protection or knowledge or without any
special guarantee or knowledge that you are going

10 make money.

The question that this Resolution as wmended
@0 now pass was pul and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

On the motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded
by Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, the CHAIRMAN
reported the passing of two Resolutions i Com-
mittee of Supply.

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

On motions of Hon. Dr. H, G. H. CUMMINS,
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX in each case, the
Resolutions passed in Commitiee of Supply were
read a first and second time and agreed to.

REGISTRATION (BIRTHS, BAPTISMS,
MARRIAGES AND BURIALS)
(AMENDMENT) BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
stands in the name of the Hon. Premier: to move
the second reading of a Bill to amend the Regis-
tration (Births, Baptisms, Marriages and Burials)
Act, 1891,

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I hope
honourable members will not object to dealing with
this Order although these Bills have only just been
put into our hands. This is a Bill to amend the
Registration (Births, Baptisms, Marriages and
Burials) Act. Some of us forget to register the
birth of children which acecording to the Act should
be done within a certain period, and sometimes the
position becomes awkward because a child has not
got either a Birth or a Baptismal Certificate.
Of course, you can get around that position by
getting an Affidavit from a Midwife or a Doctor
to the effect that the child was born at a particular
time; and that is accepted by the Registrar as the
equivalent of a British Certificate.

Provision is made in the Aect for persons to
notify the Registrar and if they have failed to
register the birth of a child, they pay a fine. This
Eill is an Amendment which will make it easier
te correct the omission. Omne of the things about
this Amendment is that this legislation is similar
tc legislation existing in other Colonies and in the
United Kingdom. At the same time, this Bill re-
peals Clause 9 of the Principal Act and makes it
ro longer necessary for the Registrar to sign copies
of duplicates sent to him by religious bodies. Hon-
ourable members are aware that some religious
bodies perform marriages, baptisms and so on.

I am suggesting that even although this is a
non-controversial matter, the Aecting Clerk should
read out the Clauses of this Bill for the benefit
of honourable members. I beg to move that this
Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS:
that.

Mr. LEWIS: I would just like the Hon. Pre-
mier to pay attention to a little point which struck
me on reading this Bill. I take it that this new
Clause 9 starts off by saying that the birth of a
child has not been registered at all, and how does
the Registrar know for whom he should send? If
a birth has not been registered at all, and the person
has forgotten to register it, how can anybody know
that that has happened and ask you to correct it:
4.35 p.m.

You do not ask for a birth certificate forty days
or afterwards. It is when you get 20 and 30 years
old and you want to go away that you ask for a
birth certificate. I am wondering if something can
be done. [A VOICE: It is after 40 days.]

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have the idea that when
a matter like this came up before in this House so

I beg to second
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that births could be registered at various points for
the convenience of the people, I raised a point
relative to the fact that when a birth certificate
is given, it does not necessarily have the name of
the child that is registered. To tell the truth, the
exactness of the point, I cannot remember. This
really, Sir, is registering the birth of a child rather
tban giving the name of the child; and I have
heard of certain difficulties arising in view of the
fact that you cannot go back and put a name on
the birth certificate. There are occasions when a
Birth Certificate would suffice for the purpose you
want, if you got the name of the child on it. I
remember mentioning that at the time because it
vas brought to my attention during the discussicn
on the Bill. I did not know that this Bill would
have been dealt with today, otherwise I would have
looked up that debate.

You have to get both a Birth and Baptism
Certificate and there are certain difficulties and
expense which people have to go through if the
pame of the echild is not on the Birth Certificate,
However, Sir, if 1 can find what is the real difficulty
a little later, I can make it known when dealing
with the Bill in Committee.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I think this is
a most important amendment that we are dealing
with today when so many persons are moving about.
Having to get passports to get away, they have to
get their Baptismal Certificate to verify certain facts.
Then there is the fact that many parents are rather
careless in the registration of the birth of their
children. They put the matter off and then they
find out it was an error of judgment.

I know the purpose of this Bill is not to make
it easy so that there would be more forgetfulne;ss,
but I do hope that the easy method of registration
now will bring home to parents the need for reg-
istration of births. and will not permit them to slip
up and wait until the last day to register a birth
because they have days of grace. I hope that they
will realise that the child is injured as a result of
their carelessness, aad that they will do it at the
very earliest date possible.

This method of regularising the registration of
births in ecase it may have lapsed over 42 days is
tc be commended; but, as I have said, I do hope
that this method does not make parents more lazy
and cause them to put it off. Another point is that
it may canse the Registrar an awful lot of work
over his normal duties if he has to summon parents
to register their children. As I have said, it is a
small but important amendment. It is cne of these
things that are very mnecessary in these days when
so many people are applying for passports because
of the movement of persons.

The question that the Bill be now read a sgacond
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded Ly
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, Mr. SPEAKER left
the Chair and the Howse went into Committec on the
Bili, Mr. SMITH being in the Chair.

Clause 1 was called and passed.

Clause 2 was calle?.

It reads as follows:—

2. Section 9 of the Registration (Births, Ban-
tisms, Marriages, and Burials) Act, 1891, ig hereby
repealed and in place thereof the followirg section
shall have effect—

9. (1) Where a birth has, from the default of
the parents or other persons required to give infor
mation concerning it, not been duly registered, the
Registrar of the Tsland may, at ary time after the enl
of forty-two days from such birth, by nctice in writ

ing, require any of the persons required by this Aet
to give information coicerning such birth to attend
persorally at the Registration Office within such
time as may be specified in such notice and to give
information to the best of his knowledge and belief
of the particulars reqnired to be registered concern
ing such birth, and to sign the register; and it shall
be the duty of such person, unless the birth is regis-
tered before the expiration of the time specified i
such notice, to comply with the terms of the notice.

_(2) Every person required to give informa-
tion under the preceding subsection who wilfully
refuses to answcr any question put to him by the
Registrar of the Island relating to the particulars
concerning a birth, or fails to comply with any re-
quisition made in pursuance of this section shall be
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction
by a court of summary jurisdiction to a fine not ex
ceeding twenty-five dollars,

Hon. G. 3. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, the orig-
inal Act, as far as I remember, is to the effect
that if you do mnot register within a certain nun-
ber of days you can register within a certain further
time on the payment of a fine. Then in 1949 we
extended that time and said:

‘““Notwithstanding anything econtained in the
principal Act, the Registrar of the Island may at
any time after the expiration of twelve months from
the date of birth of any child, at the instance of any
person present at the birth of such child, or any per-
son interested on behalf of such child, who makes
statutory declaration, to the best of his knowledge
and belief, of the particulars required to be known
touching the birth of such child, register the birth
cf such child according to particulars of such
declaration.”

There is also a proviso to the effect that the
Registrar of the Island shall not effect any registra-
tion in pursuance of this sub-section unless the person
spplying to register the birth shall (a) have obtained
the consent of the Governor-in-Executive Committec
(b) have paid into the Public Treasury for the public
ase of this Island a fee of two pounds.

It is obvious that a ecivilised eountry must
ensure that people are registered, apart, from the
question of knowing what you have for ‘‘cannon
fodder’” as some people term it. Therefore, it is
essentia] that there should be some sort of penalty
in order that people might register births. It has
grown up, sometimes deliberately om religious
grounds, that people object to registering births.

The point made by the honourable junior mem-
ber for the City is a gocd point. However, if the
honourable member reads the amendment carefully
he will see that after the expiration of 40 days where
a birth has from the default of the parents or other
persons required to give information concerning it,
not been duly registered, the Registrar of the Island
may, at any time afterwwards by notice in writing
require any of the persons required by this Act to
give information concerning such birth to attend
personally at the Registration Office within such time
as may be specified in such notice and to give informa-
tion to the besi of his knowledge and belief, and to
sign the register. If you get your doctor or midwife
t3 swear that this child was born on a particular
day, it makes it easier. It happens sometimes that
you have to get such people to swear in order to
prove a will. Tt happens now and then that people
Like these have to come before the Courts and make
a declaration that to the best of their knowledge and
belief John Jones is the child of Mary Jones.

~ This is an attempt to make it easy for people
who for various reasons have not complied with the
law. The declaration is in order to prove the date
of the birth. That it more relevant than the exisi-
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ence of the birth because the person whom you are
secking to find out is obviously standing before you
4.45 p.m.

I think it would be a good thing for all News-
papers to give unlimited publicity to this matter 30
that persons may know they may go any time without
danger of being fined and get a record made of the
birth of children whcse births may not have been
recorded in the past. Much good could be done if
cotumns dealing with House of Assembly debates of
this sort could be publicised so that people of these
parts would know what the law is.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I take it that this
one sheet is the entire Act. Is Section 9 which is being
taken out the one that allows a person to pay a fee?
I am wondering if Section 9 is the one where you pay
a fee.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: When I was looking at it
I thought the same thing as the honourable member;
and I think it is possible that everything is not here.
I am going to ask leave to postpone further consid-
eration. In the Objects and Reasons this Seection is
repealed and may be there is a page that should be
attached to this.

Mr. LEWIS: This section repeals it.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Section 9 merely provides
for the Registrar to send district registrars copies
of the duplicate registers of births; so by repealing
the whole section and re-enacting this, it has nothing
to do with the original Section 9.

Mr. LEWIS: Then, Mr. Chairman, is the 1949
amendment repealed too? That is what I would
like to know. Mr. Chairman, what I want to get
clear is that in 1949 you said notwithstanding any-
thing contained in the principal Act. In 1949, as [
beard him say, you could go and pay a fee and regis-
ter the date. What I mean now is, does it still stand ?
‘Would it read now ‘‘notwithstanding this you can
pay a fine’’%

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I do not know if 1 were
drafting this if I would draft it this way. Section 9
says the Registrar must send copies to district Regis-
trars; Section 10 speaks about forty-two days. What
the draftsman of the amendment has therefore done
is to repeal Section 9, and instead of that he has put
in its place ‘‘after forty-two days’’ which would
logically come after Section 10. Section 10 says up
t¢ forty-two days; this says even after forty-two
days have passed you can stil] go and register, 80
scientifically it should come after Section 10 and not
take the place of Section 9.

Mr. LEWIS: Just to put it right, Sir, T am
going to make a motion that further comsideration
of this Bill be postponed and let somehody second
it and put it right.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I agree with the honour-
able member. Logically it should come after Section
10. T confess I did not read it before it came here.
It is better to amend Section 10 and tack this on to it.

The question that the Bill be postponed wes
put amd resolved in the affirmative without division.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: 1 beg to move that your
nonour do now report progress:

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: T beg to second
that.

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
I beg to move that the House do now adjourn for
half an hour.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I am wonder if the
Government has anything they have in mind to dec.
1t they have one thing in ming to do, I would ask
them to withdraw the motion and get through with
1it. We know printing is difficult and what not, but

T ——

no matter how much debate we have on it, let us have
the debate and finish with 1it.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I am asking
lcave to withdraw the motion.

There being mo objection leave was granted the
honourable member.

SUGAR INDUSTRY BILL

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I am asking
leave to take Item 4. as the next Order of the day.

Mr. SPEAKER: .The next Order of the day
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Trade,
Tndustry and Labour; the second reading of a Bill
to amend the Sugar Industry (Rehabilitation, Price
{zabilization and Labour Welfare) Local Consump-
tion) Aect 1952.

4.55 p.m.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Since 1952, sums aceruing
from levies raised on sugar for local consumption
have been applied to subsidising crystal sugar. For
the past three years the price of this sugar has been
held at 74 cents per pound. It is proposed to con-
tinue the system of subsidising this sugar from these
funds to hold it at the same price.

As I have said, the total amount of sugar sold
locally is 10,000 tons, and it is expected that the
levies to be raised on this sugar ‘will amount to about
$140,000. There is a balance from last year o1
3£7,699.60 and that makes the total amount $167,700
for subsidisation. In order to keep the price of this
sugar at 74 cents per lb. that amount of money will
subsidise 33,126 bags which is the equivalent of 3,312
tons. I am perfectly aware that every year we are
faced with the same problem when it comes to thiz
sagar. It is something like a perpetual problem
57 long as we keep this system of distribution for
lecnger than eight or nine months, or three-quarters
of the year.

Quite naturally, what happens is that although
the subsidisation of this sugar is principally intend-
ed to benefit the consumers, because of the fact that
this sugar is not rationed—it is very expensive to
get up a system for the rationing of this sugar—mueca
of it gets into the hands of bakers, mauby sellery
and other people, and it is therefore very difficult,
as I have already said, to control the distribution
of this sugar and see that it is channelled into the
sources and mouths of the people whom it is intended
to benafit.

I have this year cut down on the profits of the
wholesalers in order to spread this sugar a little
farther, and I may say that the profits compare very
favourably with profits elsewhere although they have
been cut down. We are trying out a system of
rationing; last year we tried out a system of part-
rationing so to speak; we tried to make this sugar
last throughout the year. As honourable members
know, this system, will fall through because there is
not a sufficient amount available for the subsidisation
¢! this sugar. We cannot allow the cost of living
te go up; we must try to keep down the cost of liv-
ing. 'We feel that it is better to avoid a greater evil
and stick to a lesser evil of eontinuing a short supply
of this sugar and keeping it at the same price, rather
than allow the price of the sugar to go up and have
a month’s supply more at the present rate of distri
bution and consumption. That is our policy, and I
do see the snags in it; but, faced as we are with a
rising cost of living, we have decided to keep this
sugar as it was last year.

In the previous year, we had marginal differ-
ences which have not occurred again this year, and
therefore the amount of money available for subsidi-
sation is less than it was last year. We provide for
a greater number of bags of sugar to last for a whole
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rear, but it is not possible to raise any other amounts
this year as we have done in the past. Last year,
we took the surplus balances in the hands of the
Controller of Supplies and used them. to assist in
this matter, but 1t is not possible for us to do that
again this year. We can therefore only subsidizse
this sugar by the method proposed. I beg to move
that this Bil] be now read a second time.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. GODDARD: This Bill has become an
annual one, and this year the Hon. Minister is hold-
ing the price at Tic. per lb:, and giving us an in-
adequate of sugar for the supply of the entire
twelve months. I should like to say that if the same
subsidy had been used to subsidise a greater quan-
tity of sugar and fix the price at 8c. per lb., just
a half cent more, the same result would have been
achieved. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS: How could we
do that?] We would be paying half cent more, but
instead of buying sugar for eight months at Tic. per
1b., people would be buying it at 8c. per ib. for the
whole year.

To continue the argument of the Hon. Minister
in favour of the price of 73e. per lb., he could sub-
sidise a smaller quantity even heavier at 6¢. per
Ib., and let it run for four or five months. He would
have expended the same subsidy, but the sugar would
have gone into fewer channels. It is just a ques-
tion of the method. I feel that it is better, if an
item is to be subsidised, if you have so much money
to expend, you should give us a year’s supply. In-
stead of this sugar being 74c. per lb., it might be 8e.
per lb. There is another reason why people are
clamouring for this sugar at 7ic. per lb.; it is be-

been a greater demand for the sugar at 10c. and 1le.
per lb. That would have at least given the con-
sumers the opportunity of buying sugar at 8e. per
Ib., for twelve months of the year. When it comes
to the question of this sugar being used to a great
extent by the mauby sellers, bakeries and other peo-
ple, I should like to say that with this sugar, it either
reflects in his profits or in the increase size of a
loaf of bread.

5.05 p.m. |

It is the same thing with the mauby seller:
If this is going to be used in the mauby, the seller
makes either another six cents per day or it is
passed on and probably another half gill of mauby
fills the glass.

There is one thing of which I am glad. 1 am
glad that this Bill has come down a little earlier
this year than is accustomed in previous years. Last
year, this Bill was brought down in June and the
sugar disappeared off the counters before Christ-
mas. It has ecome down this year on the 1st May,
and if it is passed through the Other Place as
speedily as it is passed through the House, then
this sugar will go on the market early this month;
and I am sure there will be no 7} cents per pound
sugar after November this year.

As I have said, you are subsidising the item
wrongly. I say, let the full subsidy be paid but
in a different way, and I am. assured it will achieve
better results. You will still be expending and sub-
sidising something for local consumers. You should
not discriminate. You should not say it should not
be used at the Marine Hotel but it should be used
in St. Joseph. [A VOICE: Who said so?] This
is for local comsumption and you must not do that.
As T have said, T would approach this matter in a
different manner. 1 hope that the Hon. Minister

of Trade is listening to what I say and next year he
will come back with my proposals. [A VOICE:
Who told you that he is coming back next year?]
However, Sir, 1 hope this type of sugar will soon
be put on the market; but I am warning you that
the sooner it comes on the market, the quicker it
will disappear.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: The honourable junior
member for Christ Church, as well ag the Hon. Min-
ister, has put up a proposition on something on
which he does not know what he is talking about.
The whole purpose of this Bill is to amend the Act
s¢ as to continue its operation indefinitely. If you
read the ‘‘Objects and Reasons,”” you will see that
you are mot making this Aect any longer than an
annual Aect, but that it will be ad infinitum a law
of Barbados.

I want to say that the scientific approach to this
matter is not that the sugar sold locally should be
at 7% cents per pound, because we are not wedded
to the idea that the consumers should not pay a.
greater price than 7% cents per pound for any com-
modity. I am saying that it is fantastic to suggest
that you are ceiling the price of sugar at 71 cents
per pound without relation to the other, economie
factors. Let me say that the price of sugar is wedded
to the price of sugar which is exported. It is be-
cause of the subsidy which you get from those three
funds that you are subsidising this type of sugar,
therefore it cannot be excluded from any section of
the community. This type of sugar should be re-
reserved for the whole community. The next thing
is that under this context which you are subsidising

cause it is out of all relation to the other two grades | this sugar it means nothing, because you are only

of sugar which are not subsidised. Whereas if this |
sugar were held at 8c. per lb., there would have |

subsidising something for a certain part of the year.
Another thing is this: no one ecan guarantee that
this grade of sugar which is to be sold at 74 cents
per pound is not mixed with the other grades which
are sold at 10 and 11 cents per pound. There is.
no inspectorate to check on it.

With regard to the question of rationing this.
grade of sugar, it is ludicrous to talk of it when
you have more sugar than you can use. As a mat-
ter of fact, you do not need a ration system when
you have more sugar in supply than the popula-
tion can consume. Would you have expected after
these years of seeing the evils of subsidising this.

grade of sugar that Government could not make-

better use of the subsidy?

The Sugar Producers’ Association, the employ--
ers and the Trade Union have agreed that the time:
has come when you should have a Provident Fund
for the people who toil in the sugar industry. I
make bold to say that if you go throughout the-
length. and breadth of this community and take a
census, you will find that the greater number of
people will agree with your taking this $140,000

with which you are subsidising this grade of sugar

and using it as a Provident Fund to benefit the peo-
ple who work in the industry, and so as to prevent
cane cutters and such people from wending tneir

way into the eleven Almshouses of this Island or
depending on the 5/- per week Old Age Pension..
Why are you using $140,000 to subsidise an item like-

sugar when there are other commodities which you

are not subsidising that the whole community uses?

Are you going to subsidise milk which is produced
in this colony?
rice. To put in a Bill that you are going to sub-
sidise sugar at 73 cents per pound is tantamount to
your saying the price which should be paid for it
is uneconomic for the Barbadian to pay. Do you

kmow how much sugar is consumed in the Island?
Do you know how much money a man spends om.

I know that you are subsidising
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sugar? As far as I know, the average is 79 pounds
of sugar per annum_per man.
S5.15 p.m. .

The annual consumption for any man in the
‘West Indies is an average of 79 lbs. of sugar. That
comes from the International World Sugar Coun-
cil; 79 lbs. being used in warm climates and 99 lbs.
in colder countries. This means you are going to
subsidise sugar of which he uses 79 lbs which is
less than two lbs. a week; therefore, in his budget
you are subsidising an item that does not really
come up to a shilling in the whole financial structure.
You go to the expense of taking $140,000 to utilise
in something that is less than a shilling a week in
the budget and leave out other items of which you
are using a larger proportion.

The proportion you pay in rent is higher than
the sugar which you are subsidising to the tune of
$140,000; therefore, you leave the section of work-
ers for whom you are subsidising without any
security whatever. It is the same worker engaged
in producing this sugar that is forced to go to the
almshouses. Hie does not get from the industry at
which he works one single penny as security. More-
over, the price of sugar should not go above 7% cents
but he also had to buy a dearer kind. Then again,
there is no inspectorate system to control the dilu-
tion of this sugar when it goes to the shops. There
is no means of controlling it and therefore what you
‘would regard as putting something by, some would
get it at 73 cents for a certain time.

I would ask the Minister this: what has hap-
pened to the idea of providing a Providence Fund
for these people. I would suggest that you should
-garner all your funds at a stage like this in order to
provide a Providence Fund for workers in the Sugar
Industry. I think the Government should realise
they have to face the issues. They will find the
-quantity you are subisdising would be infinitesimal
when you come to look at it from a budget point
.of view; but if you tell a man it rises from 74 cents
to 11 cents per lb., and you give him that and take
it $140,000 to subsidise, let us do something about
“it. f

When you realise the average man’s or the com-
munity’s consumption eannot exceed 79 lbs. per
-annum, he will realise what you are subsidising. You
are giving a man a subsidy on an item of which he
1s spending less than one shilling a week, so my-
suggestion is that you should look upon giving some
-aspeet of social security in the Sugar Industry which
is vital in order that when the people grow old you
can give them sick benefit; that is something lacking
in the community. When a man can go to doctor
to get medical attention he is therefore a better work-
-¢r than when he cannot go; and when he grows too
.sick he cannot go any longer.

You can subsidise a section of sugar but the
-$£140,000 could be used to put in a fund to do some-
thing of a positive and constructive measure to in-

-crease the economic structure by giving workers bet-

ter social security. When you make him a bet
ter worker he becomes of more economic value to
the community as a whole. This is & palliative for
the person who is not thinking of these economic
values. Does it mean much to a man’s budget that
i# so heavily weighted; it is not like flour and riee,
If you cannot subsi-
-dise all the sugar for a man for a portion of the year,
what are you doing for the people generally? But
when you examine the amount of money you are
spending or the sections you are taking from the
Sugar Industry for this purpose, it could be used
for the people in the Sugar Industry. The purpose

-cf the Price Stabilisatiop Fund is to assist people in

e ey g

the Sugar Industry. It is now being used for other
things; but at this stage the aspeet of social security
should be meted out to the workers and they would
not be worried about the funds which are going to-
help a section which represent a portion of workers
in this country.

Mr. SMITH: 1 do not think I should allow a
debate of this sort to pass without saying something.
T feel that I would be wasting time to throw out
ry suggestion, but I will do so. Now, Sir, the hon-
ourable junior member for St. Peter said that this
money should go in a fund. I am saying that this
money could be used otherwise which would help
the people we want to help. There are other com-
modities that should be subsidised, that the mauby
seller or the baker would be able to make use of and
the people you want to help.

Now, Sir, when you subsidise part of this sugar
the quality is such a nice quality, (it is near the
11 cent quality) that the Hon. Minister will be sur-
prised to know that at this time when the sugar is
scarce, when it has all gone there are some business
people who still have some sugar to blend with the
expensive one and sell for the higher price. So
long as you cannot subsidise it in such a way that
every person would be able to buy it whenever they
can get it throughout the year, you are doing
nothing.

Now, there are some people who get a very small
amount of this sugar because it goes gquickly. There
are some shopkeepers who cannot get it at all; and
there are others who have it throughout the year
and some part of the year, and the people you want
to help still have to buy the expensive kind because
they cannot get the sugar to buy at 7 cents. I am
sure the people would be more pleased to buy it at
8 cents per pound and get it throughout the year
than to keep it at 7% cents and get it for only part
of the year.

Now, I can see that the Government wants to
help these people by way of subsidisation; but they
are not helping at all, they are making it harder for
them. There are some people who cannot use sugar
at all, but there are other commodities they have
to use twice a day. They would like to buy these
other commodities but because of the expensive rate
of the subsidy, the Government eannot import them
If the Hon. Minister wanted information he had me
at his disposal and 1 would have told him what to
do. This $140,000 could be used to subsidise these
commodities and take the subsidy off sugar entire-
ly and let it go wild.

There are certain salt meats which people have
to use daily and sometimes twice a day; they can-
not get it because it is not being subsidised, and it
is being rationed because the Government cannot im-
port this meat that would help the people. Take
the $140,000 and use it with the other commodities
that the people have to use daily, then the bakers
would get a chance to benefit from it, the blenders
of this sugar would not be able to blend it, and peo-
ple would use the expensive sugar only when the
other one has gone. I am saying you should take
the subsidy off altogether and put it on other com-
modities that will help the people of this country.
525 p.m.

Mr. LEWIS: I would like the honourable
junior member for St. Joseph to know that there
are some people who cannot eat salt. This is a Bill
in which, from the time that the idea started, the
intention was to keep this idea. The Government
has got into trouble by perpetuating this Bill. and
in my opinion, this Bill should be an annual one.
This is something which needs to be reviewed in tae
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light of your experience, and it does not seem as if
the Government is capable of reviewing it in that
light.

If you institute a system of rationing, the only
rosult would be that you would know how much was
mixed ; you know that you can subsidise 3,312 tons
of sugar, you would issue ration cards for that
amount, and you would know if any body is hoarding
that sugar. That is all that can happen. However,
there are great difficulties in carrying out this
scheme, and you cannot prevent people from buying
this sugar when it is available. As the honourable
junior member for Christ Church has said, if yov
are making this difference in the sugar, you cannot
expect people to buy sugar at a greater price when
they can get another grade at a lesser price.

I would really like to see the Government insti-
tute the scheme which has been suggested to them
every year; that is, that this sugar be sold at 8e.
rer Ib. and let the people get it for a longer period.
The Government have been accused at one time of
bringing in this Bill too late so that it will last with
in the financial year. If you bring in this provision
early, the sugar will go quickly.

Now, there are times when the people cannot
get this sugar; This sugar should be subsidised and
cistributed, but we are taking sugar and subsidising
sugar. We are saying that the wages of the people
and the profits allowed are putting up the price of
the sugar and we have to subsidise it. There is no
reason in the world why sugar produced in Barbados
should approximate the price at which you ean sell
it abroad. That is a ridiculous idea; wien somebody
says that it was always so that is nonsense. T suggest
that you should regulate the price of sugar, make
it a reasomable price and ecut it adrift from what
you would get for the sugar abroad.

We have made a mistake in eontributing to the
cess funds from locally-consumed sugar; that is
ridiculous. I say that the Government should have
eut adrift from that idea ever since. If you want
to subsidise this sugar, then use the Price Stabilisa-
tion Fund for that purpose; that is what you should
de. I would like to know for what purpose is the
Frice Stabilisation Fund used? I can never get that
clear. If you want to give the people cheap sugar,
then you should subsidise it from this Fund, or
manufacture more of this sugar so that you can get
iv for the people throughout the year.

I have heard somebody saying something about
sugar at 104c. per lb., but when the sugar at 7Tlec.
per 1b. has all gone¢, it is 1le. per 1b. which people
have to pay for sugar. I am wondering if the Gov-
ernment would re-draft this Bill and make it an
annual one. This is a Bill which would have been
revised already, rather than come here with it every
vear and admit your difficuliies, and when there is
a remedy for those difficulties, you cannot use it. This
is a Bill which has been placed on the Statue Book
for all time; are you going to perpetuate these
Funds?

I think it is timme that we be told that some:
proper assessment is going to be made of the condi-
tion: of the sugar factories in this Island and whether
we can stop the Rehabilitation Fund or allocate more
or less to it. During the War you did not do much
to your sugar factories, and you were given this
advantage by the British Government. I say it is
time that we have somie survey of these sugar fac-
tories and see what the position is; it is time to have
this survey, I repeat, and let us see the extent to
which this particular Fund is necessary.

6.35 p.m.

So far as this Provident Fund is concerned, T
do not know that it will be a worthy object to con-
tribute this fund to; but let us get away from th-

idea that we should get a Provident Fund for a part:. = talking nonsense?

A ——

cular set of people. We want a type of welfare
Fund for the entire community of this Island. You
have a Welfare Fund for sugar workers already. It
is time to think of the welfare of everybody in this
Island. In the absence of a gemeral scheme let us
have this,

Mr. Speaker, I do not. know what would be the
effect, but 1 am going to make the suggestion that
this Bill be made an annual Bill.

The question that the Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
dwision.

On motwon of Hon. B. G. MAPP, seconded by
Hon. M. E. COX, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair
and the House went into Committee on the Bill,
Mr. SMITH being in the Chair.

Clause 1 was called and passed.

Clouse 2 was called it reads as follows —

2. Section two of the Sugar Industry (Re-
habilitation, Price Stabilization and Labour Wel-
fare) (Local Consumption) Aect, 1952 is hereby
amended —

(a) by substituting the word ‘‘year’’ for
the word ‘‘years’’ appearing in the
tenth line thereof; and

(b) by substituting the words ‘‘and there-
after’’ for the words ‘‘to one thousand
nine hundred and fifty exclusive,”

Hon. R. G. MAPP: T beg to move that Clause-
2 stand part

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, do you
see that the Government does not have the courtesy
to reply to the speeches made? That is as much as
to say, let us do without the Opposition. We are
fast evolving into a dictatorship system. [LOUD
ASIDE: You are talking blasted nonsense!] Who
said that I am talking blasted mnonsense!] Mr..
Chairman, you should not allow those words to be
used in this Chamber. There was no reply mad.
by the Governmemt to the speeches made althougn
very good reasons and certain facts were put for-
ward for objection to this Bill.

The honourable junior member for the City has.
rightly brought to the notice of this Chamber that
if at this stage you are not so elear in your mind as
to what you should do, (and the Minister of Trade
spoke of all the evils to this matter and said that this.

was the lesser evil) why should you put this Bill

on the Statute Book for all time if it contains all
those evils? This is a Bill which you want to put on
the Statute Book for all time; you do not want to.
deal with it from year to year as it was done up to-
now.
I think this is the sort of legislation which you
should not want to put on the Statute Book for all
time. Which Minister can tell you, unless he went
up and had a talk with the prophets, he knows that:
this is the sort of legislation which needs no more
review by nim; therefore, there is no need to deal
with it annually. Does he know what will be the
economic situation of the island next year? Is he-
saying that it will be the same as it is now. there-
fore, you will need to subsidise sugar to keep it at
the same price?

Then on top of that, you have this vulgar phrase:
that you are talking a type of nonsense. Some mem
bers think that they can subject other members by
the most vile and vulgar language. They think:
we have reached the stage where we are children.
I am too old to be a child, therefore, the day any
member refers to me with a vulgar phrase I will
reply. We come here to debate a matter. Why
should we not debate the matter on its merits? Did
any one say that the Hon. Minister of Trade was.
You hear from the Government
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Bench every now and then somebody saying that the
debates of this House have lowered; and it is from

those very seats that use of these vulgar phrases

are made to honourable members.

I feel, Sir, that this Bill should not be put on
the Statute Book for all times. If we vote for this
to-day, we are saying that you should subsidise sugar
at 7} cents per pound for all times. Why should
we vote for it for all times without there being any
question of raising the price? The Hon. Minister
of Trade has not told us that the reason why cney
are putting it on the Statute Book for all times is
because they know that it represents such a sub-
stantial portion of a man’s budget that he cannot
afford to pay more for it. He says that the bakers
and mauby sellers use it but he does not say how
much of it is used by them. Mr. Chairman, as you
have said, certain people in the country distriets
aever get the 71 cents per pound sugar at all from
January to December because of the number of shops
at which this grade sugar is distributed, some do
not get it at all.

Mr. CHAIRMAN:
the Section.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: You made a first-class
point on this matter.

Mr. CHAIRMAN:
tion ?

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I do
not believe you had the opportunity of reading this
Bill carefully enough. If you read Section 2 you
will see that it says that Section 2 of the Aect is
hereby amended by substituting the word ‘‘year’’
for the word ‘‘years’’ appearing in the tenth line
thereof; and that means that you are subsidising
this sugar not for a year as it was before but for
years to come. I am saying that when you state that,
it will mean that the same shops which you said
could not get this grade sugar as a result of which
scme people could not get it, will be condemned
to this system for all the years to follow. I again
say that this is the type of Bill which you will not
need to put on the Statute Book for ever. It is
the sort of Bill which should be reviewed annually.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: The honourable member
is labouring under the impression that the amend-
ments to this Aet mean that this will be scheduled
perpetually. It does not mean that. From 1952
we have been carrying on this system.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT': Mr. Chairman, I rise
on a point of order. I said that this Bill seeks to
amend the Act so as to continue in operation the
Act indefinitely thereby obviating the necessity for
smending the Act each year.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, all I am
saying is that although we have brought in this Bill
so that the Act will not be an annual Aect, that does
0ot mean that we will not review the matter from
time to time. All it means is that if next year we
decide to continue this levy so as to subsidise sugar
locally consumed we will not come down with this
Bill but if we do away with this system we will
come down with a Bill to that effect. We may do
what the honourable junior member for Christ
Church suggested, (I did not say we will) in whick
case we will continue with the system and apply
the money in another way. I do mot think it makes
sense to come down with a Bill every year to do
the same thing.

5.45 p.m.

I cannot predict what will happen next year.
An honourable member of the Opposition has pre-
dicted what will happen to me! No one knows what
will happen in a matter of this kind. We will do

I am asking you to keep to

Will you keep to the Sec-

ey,

away_ with the system altogether but I wanted to
correct the honourable member on this point.

Mr. LEWIS: I am wondering whether the Hon,
Minister will explain whether this is going to be an
annual Bill so that we would be in a position of
being able to review it. It is mot a waste of debate
if you have discussion on a matter. If the Gov-
ernment say they are not going to consider it, I
feel it is far more difficult to get down to an amend-
ment or -whether or not they are repealing the
Aect, because before you consider it you have to find
out all the experiences you have had and say I
will do it this way. I am wot saying the method
of subsidising cannot be altered, because it has
nothing to do with the actual method of subsidising -
1 am only saying that this money will be used for
this purpose and the Governor-in-Executive Commit-
tee are the people to say how it is going to be used,
whether it is to subsidise so much sugar, so many
tons, and spread it over a year or for a particular
type of sugar, and that is what they have to decide;
but I do like the idea of reviewing the situation
ever year and coming to the Legislature for that
purpose.

The question that Clause 2 stand part was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: 1 beg to report the pass-
ing of the Bill.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and report-
ed accordingly.

Hon. R. G. MAPP!: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that the Bill be read a third time.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the af-
firmative without division.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to move that the Bill
dr now pass.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the af-
firmatwe without division.

SUGAR INDUSTRY BILL

. Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I beg leave
to take Order No. 5 as the next Order of the day.

There being no objection leavd was granied the
honourable member.,

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. R. G. Mapp, Second
reading of a Bill to amend the Sugar Industry (Re-
habilitation, Price Stabilization) Aet 1947.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: As the Addendum reads:

Under section 3 (3) of the Sugar Industry (Re-
habilitation, Price Stabilisation and Labour Wel-
fare) Act, 1947, all levies raised under the Act are
required to be paid by the 31st of July of the year
to which they relate; whereas it is not always pos-
sible to determine the rate of levy and make the
necessary Order by that date. This Bill seeks there-
fore to amend the section so as to require levies to be
paid by such date as may be specified in the Order,
or if no date is specified then by the 31st July. What
happens now, Sir, is where we do not know the rate
of levy, we will have to come back down with
another Bill after the 31st July. This Bill seeks to
make it possible not to do that, but just to amend
the section so that the levies may be paid by such
date as specified in the Order. I beg to move that
the Bill be read a second time.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Speaker, I cannot help
rising to congratulate the Government on bringing
this Bill today. Last year owing to the Agreement
with the sugar producers the prices had never been
fixed ; but apparently now from this, we will be able
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to settle the prices of sugar and pay for canes at
a proper time, as we used to pay for them from
September to October. Last year we never were
able to pay until it was close to the end of Novem-
ber; not only the preference money but the balance
due in back payments. I am only hoping that this
amendment will ease this situation and that the
appropriate Minister will be able to deal with the
regulations at a proper time each year. I very much
welcome it, Sir.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I am wondering
whether the honourable member will accept some
sort of amendment and at least let us have a maxi-
mum time. The other thing I would suggest is in
the form of a question. If you are waiting until the
21st July in the hope that we will make an Order
and they make it on the 1st day of August, we will
be in difficulty just the same, and I think you should
make an Order that would extend it longer than
the 31st July. You will have to make the Order
pefore the 31st July. 1 am wondering how this
amendment is really going to help.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: On a point of order. At
present, Mr. Chairman, the Order made for the
31st July is valid, but it is not enforecible; so that
all this is saying is that you have a date—31st July
—on which to pay the levies, and another date sc
that if you do not know by the 31st July what levy
will be raised, you would not have to come back
with another Order under this amended Act.

5.55 p.m.

Mr. LEWIS: The honourable member will ap-
preciate my difficulty, since his explanation is not
iu the ‘“Objects and Reasons’’ of the Bill. What
1 am saying is this: If you have to do something
by the 31st July, and you are admitting now that
it is difficult for you to do it by that date, the very
Order you are making must be made after the 31st
July. I do not see that this amendment is really
helping the position, because as the honourable mem-
ber says, you are prolonging a penalty. You must
allow a person to make an Order which will include
what you must do and when you should do it. Can
you make an Order with the information that it is
difficult to get something done before the 31st July?
I have not studied this question fully; it does seem
to me that you have to make this Order, and put in
it this information that you cannot do this thing
because of that difficulty.

Hon. R. G, MAPP: What happens is that some-
times you have to come down with this matter after
the 81st July, and you cannot do it under the
present legislation. The note by the Legal Draughts-
man says that all levies will be made by Order
under the 1947 Act. and the practise of raising ex-
traordinary levies adopted in earlier years will cease.
It may be necessary to pass more than one Order
in any year. I think that that explanation will meet
the honourable member’s point.

Mr. BARROW : I really do mot understand how
the Government could arrive at the amendment
which appears in this Bill. As the honourable junior
member for the City has pointed out, the 1947 Act
vefers to payments being made to the Sugar Pro-
duction and Export Control Board, under Section
3 (2) of the Act, which has not been repealed. When
you are making amendments, you have to make sure
that they make sense in relation to the Act which you
are amending. Tf you are altering the provisions
of the Act in anv one particular section, you should
be consistent with the general tenor of the Aect.

In the 1947 Act, Section 3 (3) states: ‘‘Every
producer of produce shall pay any levy imposed on
such produce by or under this Act not later than

]

the thirty-first day of July in the year in which
such produce was manufactured.”
It we are going to say that every producer of

- produce shall pay any levy imposed on such produce

by or under this Act by such date as may be speci-
fied in the Order so if no such date has been specified,
then not later the 3l1st day of July in the year in
which such produce was manufactured, if that is go-
ing to be the future practice, then it would appear to
me to be much more reasonable to leave the date at
the 31st of July, unless this date was extended. The
Order should be made and published not in the way
advertiscments in the daily Press not later than the
month of August in the particular year in which the
sugar is manufactured.

I think that an amendment of this kind has far-
reaching repercussions and it is a matter which wouid
probably be better dealt with by reference to a Select
Committee. I am not making any definite propos-
als in that regard, but Your Honour will appreciate
that when the Government is introducing legislaticn
like this on the very day on which the legislation 1s
being considered, hon. members are put in a very
peculiar position vis-g-vis in the interest of the comn-
stituents and the particular legislation heing dealt
with. We know that it is the practice of the Govern-
ment to do things in a hurry, in an unorthodox and,
in many cases, a hasty manner; but I do not think
that things should be done in such a marmner. I am
asking the Hon. Minister to serutinise the relevant
legislation with a great deal more care than is evi-
dent from the introductory speeches which are made
from that side of the House.

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time, was put anc, resoived im the affirmative wiih-
gut division.

On the motion of Hon. R. G. MAFP, seconded
by Hon. M. E. COX, My, SPEAKER left the Chair,
and the House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr.
SMITH being in the Chair.

5.05 p.m.

Clause 1 was called and passed.

Clause 2 was called it reads as follows:—

Subsection (3) of section three of the Sugar
Industry (Rehabilitation,  Price Stabilization and
Labour Welfare) Act, 1947, is hereby amcnded by
mserting after the words ‘‘this Act’’ the words ‘‘by
such date as may be specified in the Order or if no
such date has been specified then.’’

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to move that €lause 2
stand part.

Hon. M. E. COX.: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: I am just letting the honourable
member in charge of this Bill know that it is not
guite clear to me where it is difficult to decide on the
the allocation of money and therefore it is difficult
to know what levy should be raised before the 31st
July what sort of order in that respect to make. Will
vou make an Order to extend the time? I may tell
the Honourable Minister that my difficulty is that
you have said that by the 31st July it is sometimes
very difficult to determine the rate of levy. You do
not have all the relevant facts by that time. I take it
that you are not extending the time because at any
time you can make an order to extend that. If you
are saying that it is difficult to know before the 31st
Tuly what Order to make I am saying that the 31st
July will pass and then you will bring in an Order
to say that you hav eextended it. [A VOICE: As seon
as vou see that you cannot do it by that time you will
bring in the order]. If in the Order you are to say
that the amount of 12 /- is to be paid in and the re-
levant facts are not before you by the 31st July, how
can you say that? Tf the Order is to say how much
should be the levy and you are saying that you may
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not know before the 31st July, how can you make
an order until after the 3lst July? That 1s my
difficulty.

Mr. BARROW : Mr. Chairman, I have just one
particular point to put before the Hon. Minister in
ckarge of this Section which we are discussing—-
Section 2 — which amends sub-section 3 of Section 2
cf the Sugar Industry (Rehabilitation, Price Stabili-
zation and Labour Welfare) Act, 1947. 1 want to
get that straight so that the Minister of Trade wiil
be able to follow me. T will try to use words ot
monosyllables for his benefit. Section 2 states that
that Section of the Act iy hereby amended by insert-
ing after the words ‘‘this Aet’’ the words ‘‘by such
date as may be specified in the order or if no such
date has been specified then.’’

If you look at the Principal Act in the inter-
pretation Clause there is no reference of the word
“Order’" at all. Now, the first reference of tiie word
““Order’’ is found in fection 4, Sub-section 2 of the
Principal Act and it rcads as follows:- -

““All moneys received by the Sugar Production
and Export Control Board under the provisions of
this Act by way of levy on produce during any
year subsequent to the year one thousand nine hun-
Ared and forty seven shall be paid by the said Board
to the Sugar Industry ((lapital Rehabilitation Reserve
Board, the Sugar Industry Price Stabilization Re-
serve Board and the Governor-in-Executive Commit-
tee in such proportions as shall be fixed in respect of
that year by order of the Governor-in-Executive
Committee with: the approval of the two Houses of
the Legislature’’.

You will see thay there is no question of dates
under that sub-section or the Executive Commitiee
being given any power to make the order as to the
dates on which they are to be paid. The order that
the Executive Commitiec makes is in relation to the
proportions which will be allocated to the three differ-
ent funds. I want tc make this point clear: there
is no mention of what an order is in thc Interpreia
tion Clause which is Clause 2 of the Act. We come
in this Year of Grace —nine years later—and refer
to the word ‘“Order’”, Which ““Order’’ are we refer-
ring to? You cannot amend an Act and say ‘‘in ths
order’’ unless it is in the Interpretation Clause. 1f
you look through the Act you will see that the order
is only made in relation to proportions. The Execu-
tive Committee has no power to make any orders as
to date. It can be done but it will have to be done in
a different way. You will have to state in Clause 3
that the Governor-in-Executive Committee shall have
power to make an Order as to date and you will
have to specify how that order is to be promulgated.

I said before, when this Bill was being consid-
ered at a different stage that the method of publica-
tion for the kind of information should be entirely
different from merely laying it on the Table of both
Houses of the Legislature. That is not a satisfactory
way of publishing the date. It should be done by
advertisement in the Press. The confusion arises
because peopla go in for legislation in an ad hoc or
piecemeal manner without any continuity of system
or ideas.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, T think th=
last hon. member said we should do something we
are doing. I do not know if he is mixing up the Bill
with the Order. He said that having raised a levy
or made an Order by 21st July you cannet make an
Order today and we would have to put in the exist-
ng Bill a proviso to give the Government the power

to do so. If you do not know by the 3lst July what
the levy would be, we have the power in the exist-
itg Act to come back at a further date to make an
Order which is enforcible with the power of penal
provision. If we did nrot bring in this Bill we could
make an Order for the 31st July, the the penal pro-
vision would not apply. We cannot penalise a manu-
facturer. 1 have already had legal opinion but the
hon. member may have a legal opinion of his own,
but I am guided by thz legal opinion of the Govern-
ment.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I attempiad
Just now to use words of one syllable for the benefit
of the Hon. Minister. I was trying to assist him, but
there is a certain level of condescension below which
I refuse to fall. I do not want to be condescending
to the Minister but I would like to explain like the
alphabet. The 1947-13 Act, says, there would be a
levy: Section 3 says, when the levy is to be paid;
Section 4 says that after the levy is paid in that the
Governor-in-Executive Committee makes an Order
with the approval of the two Houses of the Legis-
lature which is a cumbersome bit of machinery. Any-
how the money is paid in to the Governor-in-Exeen-
tive Committee who make an order specifying the
different amounts or proportions in which this fund
should be allocated to the three funds. Now, Sir, 1
wonder if the Minister has followed me so far.

Now, you have a levy then you pay money to
the Sugar Productior Board and then after the
money is paid in the Governor-in-Executive Commit-
tee has the power to make an Order. Now, in this

| Bill which he brings today, he says that the Governor-

in-Executive Committee in making an Order shall
specify the day when the money is to be paid in. If
I could go to the extravagances of the senior member
for St. Joseph I would say a boy in fourth standard,
{but I would say a boy in second standard) would
understand you cannot make an Order before the
money is paid in. You cannot make an Order until
the money is paid in, us otherwise, as the saying iy,
somebody would not get any. = In other words they
will find themselves in a serious position because the
money has not been paid in. Therefore, that is my
suggestion to the Mirister; because after all, I am
a Barbadian and I do not want to see my constitu-
ents suffer by a Clause in this Act. The Order is to
fix the proportion or to fix the date or both, and in
section 3, the Governor-in-Executive Committee is
hereby authorised to make an Order not later than
the 31st July each year specifying the date on which
such levy should be in the fund.

I will repeat for the benefit of the Minister, the
Act repeals the Order on the levy, Section 3 says
when the money is to be paid to the Sugar Produe-
tion Board and Sectior. 4, after the money is paid
in the Governor-in-Executive Committee makes an
Order. It is clear to all except the blind when the
money is to be paid in; but perhaps, Sir, you might
be kind enough to get one side after the House has
been adjourned and try to simplify things a litile
for him.

The question that Clause stand part was put and
resolved in the affirmative without divisicn.

On motion of Hon. R. G. MAPPF, seconded iy
Hon. M. E. COX, Mr CHAIRMAN vreported tic
passing of a Bill in. Committee and Mr. SPEAKER
resumed the Chatr, and reported accordingly.

On separate motions of Hon. R. G. MAPP, sec-
onded by Hon. M. E. COX, the Bill was read a third
time and passed.

The Order Paper having been fized.
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ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move
that this House do now adjourn until this day week,
Tuesday, 8th May, 1356 at 3 o’clock p.m.

—— e — ]

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
miative without division omd Mr. SPEAKER ad-
journed the House accordingly.

6.20 p.m.
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