
THE 

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL HEPORT) 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tzceshy, 29th May, 1956. 
Pur.;uant to the attjournment, thc House of 

Assembly met a t  3 o'clock p.m. today. 

His Honour Mr. K N. R. HUSBANDS IS'penker!, 
Hon. M. E. Cox, (Mznister of Comn:~:~zir:atwn.\, 
Works and Housing) : M .  L. E. SBTLTH, J.P., 

Chairman of Comrnr:tees) , Hon. R G. MAPP, 
c.WirJister of Trade, industry amd Labclcr) ; Mt 
'I' 0. BRYAN, Mr. F. E. MILLER; Mr. J .  9. IIAYNGS, 
R.A., Mr. J. C. MOTTI,~.T, M r .  E. St.A. HOLIDER ant1 
51r. J. C. TUDOR, M.2. 

P1-ayers were read. 

MINUTES 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inforni 
?he House that the Minutes of the last meeting arc. 
not yet ready for circulation. 

REPLY + 
Reply to Question 'rsked by the hon. senior mem- 

ber for St. Lucy, Mr. J. E. T, Braneker, on 1st May 
!956,  regarding the award of the contract for the 
supply of limestone in the Northern District 

NOTICES l 

Government notices were given as follows: 
Hon. M. E. COX-. (On behalf of tbe Hou. 

Premier) :- 
Bill to  amend the Jurors Act, 1891 
Bill to acquire certain lands and rights ovrr 

lands to be used in co?ineetion with the establish- 
ment of an Oceanographic Research Staticn and for  
ihe payment of compecsation therefor anrl for mar- 
iers connected therewitn 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: (On behalf of the Hon. 1 Minister of Social Services) : .Q $ 4  

Bill to amend thc ~ e d i c a l  Registration Act, 1 1911. 
Bill to amend the Dental Registration Act,- / 2923. 

I Bill to amend the Druggists Act. 1894. 

DOCUMENT PRIVATE MJ3MBER.S NOTICES 

Mr. SPEAKER:  1 also have the tionour to 
~nform the House that C have received the Financial 
Beport of the Account2nt General of the Colony fcr 
the month ended 31st Tdarch, this year. 

PAPERS LAID l 
I-Ion. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 

the Hon. Premier, I am commanded to lay the fol- 
lowing Papers : 

The Diplomatic Privileges (World Healtl~ 
Organisation) (Amendment) Orders? 19FiG. 

Statement showing Gross Customs and Excise 
Receipts for the twelve months ended 3 1 b t  ;illarch, 
1956. 

Report of the Hurricane Relief Organisation 
Review Committee. 

Hon. M. E. COX: 4 In my own behalf. I bee to lay 
the following : 

Statement of Post Office Advances for  pa>-nieni 
cf Money Orders to 31st March, 1956. 

Hon. L. Q. MAPP.  On behalf of my colleague. 
the Hon. Minister of Social Services, 1 am cum- 
:nanded to lay the Adoption Regulations, 1956. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice 
of my intention to move the adjournment of iht: - - 
.iouse far  five minutes in order to discuss a matter 
.)f great importance. [Cheers]. It is a xa t te r  rela- 
:ive to the immediate dismissal of a Nurse from th9 
c7eneral Hospital. I intend to make this motion 
after the conclusion of Government B~lsiness, be- 
cause I should like tho- Hon. Minister of Social Ser- 
rices to t e present; I believe he will be present then. 

.Mr. RRANCKER cntered the Housc and took 
#xis seat. 

Mr. TUDOR: I beg to give notice of the fol- 
l ~ w i n g  Address :- 

T H E  HOUSE OF AXSEMBLY 
TO 

H I 8  EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR 

The House desire to draw to Your Escellency's 
attention the urgent dclsire of casual daily artisans 
and other Government employees to have their Cost 

Livinp Allowance added to their basir? salaries. 
2. The Hoase wculd further repind Your 

~kce1lenc-y of the desire of these same tverkers to 
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see this done before any new proposals for salary 
increases are considered. 

3. Accordingly tLe House respectfully request 
Your Excellency to give your most imrnrdiate col7- 
aideratioiz to this matter and to take all the steps 
jiecessary to give effect to  these desires. 

Mr. GODDARU ~lzfer.ed the Hozcse and foo!: 
his seat. 

Mr. TUDOR: I bcp to give notice of lily iuten 
.f on to  lnove the adjournment of the I-Ionse later in 
:he day in  orcler to  discuss a matter of u r ~ e n t  public: 
importance. 
3.25 p.m. 

Hon. N. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, a t  this stage, 
in vlew of what you intimated to m0 through t h ~  
Marshal-that the hon member for  S1 L ~ c y  1s mov- 
m g  the adjournment of the House to d i r c ~ ~ s s  what I 
understand is some matter dealing with transport, if 

remember correctly, on the introduction of Minis- 
terial  Government, Yorir Honour a t  that  time ruled 
tha t  i n  any matter connected with a Ministry which 
a n y  member proposes to raise, he should in advance 
give notice to  the Minister i n  order that  all the rele 
vant information can be got and prepared to answer 
whatsoever allegations or accusations misht t e  made 
That, Sir, Your H o n o ~ r  did in  the early stages or" 
Ninisterial Governmen; 

I want to make my position crystal clear. I aru 
r o t  afraid of any thin^ which the hon. ~;iember in- 
tends to say or do;  but I think that in kecping n4ith 
the conventions of Ministerial Goverame~it, and so 
a s  to follow as closely as possible the collventio!~a 
ebtaining in  the Unite2 Kingdom-which pattern \Ire 
take as a guide-I fecl sure tha t  a Minis1.r should 
be given some notice i- advance in order to get th: 
necessary information and answers t c  whai n:ight 
stated i11 the discussior~. 

I a m  therefore appealing to Your ZIonour to 
direct that  even though the honourable member gave 
notice today of the matter, not to allow a ciiscussic)n 
on i t  today. 11s you k~lo\v this matter of the buses iz 
before the Courts and is sub judice. If Your Honour 
rules that the matter can be discuss:.d, T a111 askinq 
you not to allow a discussion on it this afternoon 
but, say, Tuesday next when the Xi~l is ter  c*oncerrlcJ 
will corne armed with the necessary info..matioi~ 19 

put  before Your Honcur and the I-lou;;~ of Assern- 
bly. 

Mr. S P E A K E R :  I have never made ally rul- 
ing that  required morp than notice being given s t  
the beginning of the day's sitting in order to in- 
troduce a motion for the adjournllient of the Honsc: 
fo r  five minutes to discuss a matter of grcat import- 
ance. I have had to do more than any Speaker of 
this Chamber has done, (as the syste;~l of 3Ii1inisterial 
Government did not e s ~ s t  until my time s s  B ~ c a k e r i  : 
and  that is, I have snecially, i n  orcler to facilitate 
(.onventions that would necessarily apply  alder sn:k 
a system, granted permission for the introauction clf 

such motions to be plcc2eded by notice belng given 
of the motion a t  the beginning of the day's meeting. 

The hon. junior rr,f.inber for St, Lucy has eoril- 
plied with all that  I have thought neces\ary. If _h_e 
tares to naive his privilege he may do so. 

S Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I am rtally a t  n 
~ O S S  to understand just exactly what is i : ~  the Minis- 
ter's mind. I gave notice, as hon. mer~~bers  have  do:^ 
and can do in this Honse, of a motion which is to 
move the adjournment of the House to discuss a mat- 
ter of urgent importance, the substance of which I 
have disclosed to Your Ho-nour and  which you have 
quite properly passed cn to the Ministers. 

Mr. Speaker, if the matter is thought to bz oB 
urgent importance to  hon. members, then ~t is within 
their judgment to discuss it. I have no objection to 

the Hon. Minister moving the p o s t p ~ l l e ~ ~ i l t  of i t  or 
suggesting to the Honse to discuss i t  a litrle later in 
:he evening, if now is thought not to be the proper 
rime. There is no  intention on my par t  to rush mat- 
ters. When i t  comes to the Minister's oppnrtnnily t~ 
t!ctually discuss this matter, i t  is u p  to him to move 
rhat further consideration of i t  be postpollrd. Ther- 
is no suggestion of my nant ing to speak before he is 
,trmed with all the facl: a t  his dispcaal, t'lerefore, it 
is not necessary for h ~ l n  to say that he is rlot afraid 
of anything I might say or do. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I keg to give 
notice of the following Address:- 

T h e  House of Assembly 
T o  

His  Ezoe1lenc.y The  G o v ~ r n o r  

The House of Assembly desire to dirrct attea- 
[:on to the magnitude of: current bauxit:: mining op- 
erations in  the Caribbean and  the enormcbus proPLs 
made both from these operations and from the pro- 
cessing of the raw material elsewherr. 

2. The House w o ~ l d  point out that the annual 
profits of the bauxite companies a t  prewnt operal- 
ing in  British Guiana and Jamaica are  estimated to  
be in  excess of one huadred million doll?.rs a yesr 
-one Jamaica Company - Kaiser-netted a clear 
$2a,000,000 after taxation i n  1955. 

3. The House is further of the opir.ion that, in  
tqe interest of the ecor~omic development of the area, 
it is highly desirable that  immediate consideratio- 
be given to the poss~bjlity of processing the raw 
r~a te r ia l  illto aluminium i n  the area and accordingly 
suggest that the Govrrnments of British Guiana, 
Jamaica and. Trinidad be invited to co-o~erate  with 
the assistance of the Rlagional Economic Cornmittcl?, 
n having a Memorandum prepared on the prac- 
ticability of the est:thlishment of a n  :~luminiu:~i 
plant in  the area. 

And of the fol1owjng:- 

T h e  House of Assenzbl?~ 
T o  

His  Ezcelle?r.cy T h e  Governor 

The House of Assembly are  of the coiisiderzd 
dpinion that  similar conditions of service should 
apply to employees of Local Government Bodies a s  
apply to Civil Servants, more especially wJth respeet, 
to 

(a! Gratuities with rednced pensions, 
( b )  Public funds Loans for  Hnlising, and 
(c )  Leave Passages. 

2. The House are of the further orsinion Ili;lt 
rhese conditions of service should apply to the said 
Local Government employees as  from thc- introduc- 
tion of the new system of Local Go~ernmt- l~ t  as en- 
.;isaged in the legislation arising out of the Maucl~. 
Report and  respectfully request that  the appropriatl? 
steps be taken, with the minimum of del::?-. for the 
impletion of these pro;lcsals. 
3.35 p.m. 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. TUDOR: On behalf of the  hon. senior 
~nember for St. Lucy I rise to give notice of his ir?- 
tention to enquire of thc~ Minister of Com~nunicat io~s,  
Works and .Housing, the foJlowing question :- 

To enquire of the Minister of Coma~unications, 
Wol ks and Housing :-- 
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Whether Government has yet taken a r l  s t e ~ ~  
to bring the number of Omnibuses on each Route up 
to the total amount of units which each Concession- 
sire was notified by Department of Highways anti 
Transport during the early part of last year t h a ~  
his Concession would be required to have as its mini 
mum quantity involving the procurkBmeni of adclit- 
ronal units on or befora 31st March, 1956. 

2. Will Government, especPdlly in view of th? 
advent of the rainy se?son, cause a thorongh inspect 
ion of all tyres of omr-ibuses presently operated by 
Government in order to determine ( a d  lri every 
necessary case replace) all smooth or otl-5rwlse unfit 
tyres on such units witl$out delay? 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

Hon. M. E .  COX. I beg to mcve thzit the Bill 
to amend the Jurors Act, 1891, be nowt read a first 
time. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to second that. 
Tlie question was put and resolved i n  the af ir -  

?native without division. 
Hon. R. G. MAPP Mr. Speaker, I bt~g  to movr. 

that the Bill to amend the Medical ~ e ~ i s t r a t i o n  Act, 
1911 be now read a sewnd time. 

Hon. M E. COX.  T beg to fecund thal 
The  q91.estion was put and resolved, zn the a f f l r  

m ~ t i v e  without divlision. 
Hon. E. G. MAPP I beg to move that the 

Bill to amend the Dental Rkgistration Act, 1923 1.9 
now read a first time. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
T l ~ e  question was put and resolved in the  afir-  

matzve without dlivbion. 
Hon. R. 8. MAPP: I beg to ~nove that the Bill 

to amend the Druggists Act, 1894 be now read a first 
1. 
I me .  

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to se~ond  that. 
Tltr qlrestion toas put and resolved in  the afflr- 

mcltive ~cithotct divisiobr~. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order the "y 
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister 
wunications on behalf of the Hon. Minister for 80; 
cjal Services to move the House into Committee ot 
Supply to consider the grants of sums of mOrley for 
the service of the Colcny. 

Hon. M. E- COX: I keg th't Your 
Eonour do now leave the Chair and the House go 
into Committee of S u ~ p l y .  

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to second :hat. 
Mr. GODDARD : Mr. Speaker, before you 

leave the Chair, I would like to know7 if this is really 
important for US to proceed ~ 4 t h  it today, b e c a u ~ '  
we are about to embark on a Deep \vater Harbour 
end. you know that Pelican Island will P ~ S Y  a promi- 
nent part in that scheme, and for us to spend 
on the repair of quarters a t  Pelican Island at this 
stage seems to be very cnnecessary. 

Hon. R- G- MAPP: On a point Order. Do ' 
ta!<e it that the hon. mcmber is opposing the passin? 
,f the Resolution or the House going into Committer," 

Mr. GODDARD: I think the HOuqe is wast- 
-ng time by going into Committee. 

Mr. SpEA.KEE: Is the hon. rnerr.ber against 
the House going into Committee Or th3 
Resolution ? 

Mr. GODDARD: I am against the IIouse go- 
ing into mmmittee ar cl I will give m y  rsasons. I am 
qoing to oppose the motion for the I i o u s ~  going into 
Committee and give my reasons. That is v7hat I 
doing now. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  y o u  speak on tlie motio:a. 
Mr. GODDARD : beg to move that the 

be postponed. 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr Speaker, I just risc to say, 
Sir, that from vha t  I see from the Ministerial Bench 
i t  appears that some Minister or IIinisters are CS 
the opinion that a motion like this is merclj. formal. 
1 would like to remind them that it is in this tvsy 
that the Estimates are discussed. I do not pare h o \ ~  
wise some Ministers might t ry  to look by loobicg 
away from the truth;  i t  is not that they cannot 
the light, but they might be hiding from the glar,>. 
I t  is oil this motion that the Estimates arc discussed 
i the House of Assembly, and every itr.n in the 
Estimates can be taken and discussed !,rl'~re going 
into Committee on it. 

T h e  question that Jlr. SPEAICER do  ?bow lscc~e 
the Chair and the H o m e  go into Courwrti't~e of Szcp- 
ply was pzcl and resolacd in the affirnzaticc withollt 
rriv ision. 

Mr. #PEAKER h f t  the Ch&r and llze H'ozrsc 
went into Conzrnittee 0," S~cpp ly ,  iMr. SJIITH ill 
Chnir . 

DAMAGES AT PELICAN ISLAND 

IIon. M. E.  COX: Mr. Chairman, thls Eesolur 
tior seeks the approval of the Committeca for $1,500 
to reinstate some damnged wall a t  Pelican Island. 
Recently, as perhaps the majority of hon. member5 
must have seen, we have been getting some very heavy 
seas and as a result damage was done not only !o 
the Pelican Island wall but also to the 17alls along 
the Princes Alice Playing Field. This Resolution is 
explained in the Addendum, as follows :- 

" The Sea wall a t  Pelican Island has l ~ e c n  extell- 
sively damaged by the lecent heavy seas, and a larg* 
portion of i t  has been demolished. I t  is estimated 
that tLe cost of replacement will be $1,500 N o  fuucls 
are available to meet the cost of this unforeseen urori;. 
as a sum of only $500 is provided in the Current 
estimatel: under this itcm for general maintenan(.> 
Purposes. Supplementdry ~rovision of $1,500 is then.- 
fore required." 

There is hardly allything more to say on this, 
Sir, except that the Director of Public Works after 
examining the situatim feels i t  is a very urgent 
matter. I appreciate the point made by the hon. 
junior member for Christ Church--that io, 011 thr. 
face of it-1 Say that in as mueh as this D ~ ~ ~ ,  
Water Harbour is to br, constructed it is hardlv all7 
need for spending money a t  this stage. That kign; 
appear to be all well a ~ c l  good, but one has to remenl- 
ber that i t  may be anclher five years bef.,re the Har- 
bour is constructed, during which time cc.usiderable 
damage may be done to the property a t  Pelican if 
early protection is not given to the spa wall. 
3.45 p.m. 

Therefore, as I say. although on the face of it, 
it would appear to be an unnecessary wastt. of money 
to pass this Resolutiorl, -yet we have the advice of 
the Director of Public MTorks, who 1 am sure hoI1. 
members will agree with me, would nct put  us to 
an: unllecessary experFe. We have only to take hir 
qdvice and if we fail, we will have to take the cons<- 
quences; but he has strongly recomnlendc-d that this 
work be undertaken. 4s a matter of fact, he would 
have appreciated if 1 ].lad tried to get this Resolu- 
t i o ~  through the HOII~C since last meek in order to 
begin this reconstructi*>n work. Despite the urgency 
of the matter, I feel illat the House sho71ld be given 
an opportunity even to go to Pelican ISI~IICI and sep 
the position for themselves. With those felt remarks. 
I beg to move that this Resolution dc nox,v pass. 

Hon. R. G .  MAPP.  I heg to second that. 
Mr. ALTjDER': Mr. Chairman, T wci~ld like to 

k n o , ~  from the Hon. Minister if the r.>ceat heavy 
seas are reaIly respo~sible for the prewnt damapz 
which he has mentioned, or if t h i ~  damazc has bewl 
dorle as a result of thl: hurricane of East year. What 
I cannot understand is this: because the Director of 



Public Works has made a suggestion that these 
repairs be done now, the Government is: one breath 
is telling us that the works in connectlo~i with the 
Deep Water Harbour have already bee11 started, 
wh:ch would include Pelican Island --- 

Hon. M. E. COX. On a point of Order. 1 do 
not know who told the hon. member that. 1 all1 sure 
crlat no such statement was ever made in  this House 
of Assembly; all the statements niade i~ cronnection 
with these works have 1:een in respect of access roadz. 

Mr. A4LLDER: 0,Ecials of this Gover~unent have 
been making announcements from time to time not 
only here, but in the Press about the commencement 
of the Deep Water Hsrbour. The lion. Premier has 
made a statement to that effect on several occasious 
during this session. What is more th_e Hcn. Ministx 
knows that Mr. Coodz, the Contracbr who will un- 
dertake the construction of the Deep Water. Harbour, 
is expected to arrive here a t  any time, and the Hon. 
Minister should not tr;' to press for this inoney fgr 
the repairs of Peli,can Island a t  this time. If the 
contractor is expected to be in the Island shortly, 
tile Government should wait until such time as the 
contractor arrives anci find out what is his opiniou 
as to whether it is necessary to embar!< on tilie expen.- 
diture now, or if i t  is necessary to delay it. If this 
contractor is coming as the Press has told us he is 
coming, then there is PO harm if the Government 
waited for his advice. 

I know that the Director of Publ~c  'Norks i s  
responsible for keep:ng Government property in 
order, and it is possible that he is no:l;ing to 40 
with the proposal to build the Deep Water Harbour; 
but i i  is the Governmelit's business to decide whethsr. 
'his work should be started first, or ~vhether it would 
5e unyecessary to spend this amount of money ;l!: 
this time. However, i t  does appear to me a2 if this 
money will be thrown Eway if i t  were to be spent 

ow. There is no sense in  spending moriey on Peli- 
can Island at  this stage, because in a ccuple of month's 
time tile w?i'hole place might be den~olis!lcd and in- 
cluded in the Scheme for the Deep Water Harbocr. 
The buildings there are not damaged; all 1 am told 
is that the breakwater or parts thereof, liave been 
damaged, and they have been damaged far  some time 
now. Therefore I do riot see why there should be 
;his haste in throw5ng away money agaiq. 

As regards the br{bilkwater a t  the Princess Alicg 
Playing Field. I do not kllow if that is included ir. 
this Resolntion; I wrnild like the I-Ion. Minister to 
t t l l  we whether the Princess Alice Playing Field is 
included in this Resoiutio~. I have seen excavations 
Seing carried out near to the Princess Xice Play- 
jng Field and operatkns may be stretched across 
to Pelican Island. I ark appealivg to thc 1Io11. Mi:1- 
ister to see that it is 1:nnecessary to prem this Reso- 
I!ltion; if he wer~t down there, he would see that 
it is unnecessary to dc so. The IIon. illix,~ister knows 
that work on the Deep Water Harbour will be start- 
ed, or i t  has been s t a rk4  already, only that tlie ,pres- 
ent work is not being carried out on as large a 
scale as i t  will be carriea out when the contractor 
comes out, when the real operations will be started. 

Mr. GODDARD: If I had known previously 
what the Hon. Ministc:: said just now that there is 
;l possibility that operations may not be started for 
five years 

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of Order. I did 
not say that ;  I said that operations rcay be co~i- 
chided in  another five years. 

Mr. GODDARD : \TTell, if this xvork is going to 
take five years to be completed, they wiil start this 
.rear and they will b,? wasting $1,500. That is my 
&rgumeiit. If it is proposed that they will take five 
years to finish this work, then they are goirg to start 
this year. That is a si;?lple deduction. If that is so. 

wahy are they going to spead this money on these 
repairs nowt As the )art speaker has s ad ,  the En- 
gineer is expected to be in this Island sat month, 
and he would be in  a position to advise the Govern- 
m-rlt whether to effect these repairs or rlot. As a 
matter of fact, if we gas this Resclution today, ic 
is very likely that the Engineer will come here in 
a couple of weeks' time and advise the Q~vernmeut 
r,ot to worry with t h e  repairs, and they  ill not 
ao anything. The Government likes to take advice 
from people from abroad, but the advice ot the local 
people does not matter; Members of the House wha 
seem to know someth-.lg about this sitilaticn down 
there will be told that tbey don't know :mything. 

I claim that if they are going to start work on 
+he Deep Water Harbour as soon as the Hon. Min- 
lJter says they are goiqg to start it, we are wasting 
this money by voting this money today. In  today's 
newspaper i t  is stated that the r e m c ~ a l  of the Quar- 
zatine Station is undrr consideration; the buildings 
will therefore be left so that the Engineer can car:*g 
on. There will be an anchorage for the operation. I 
think that the money will be better spcnt in pro- 
tecting the Princess Alice Playing Fitlci now; if 
the wall is not protected, the property will go illto 
the sea. If what the Hon. Minister says is true, it 
is more obvious that we should not vote this inoncy 
today; from his dedilction, we are goiny to start 
this work this year. I am very pleased to hear hi111 

say that the work will be completed in another five 
years' time; therefore Fie are wasting money in put- 
Ing a few rocks down there now. 
3.55 p.m. 

Mr. HAYNES: I view this matter wen from a 
!ifferent angle from that of the previous speakers. 1 
take i t  that the buildings of the Quarantine Statiol~s 
will have to be removecl, and they are only repairiny 
this breaknater so as tc save these buildings. If ycu 
are going to remove tbese buildings, wh;v_ not come 
and say :- "We will get such and such s place as 
a Quarantine Station and remove the hllildingsL: ' 
This money would go towards the Zmoval of the 
buildings. 

Tnhy are you repalring them if you will have 
to move them soon? I cannot quite follow the reason. 
What I gather from the Hon. Minister is that these 
repairs are to protect the buildings. Why not take the 
money and move them? That is how I look a t  it. 
Of course, I might be convinced if I get a more lucid 
explanation from the Minister on this point. 

Hon. W. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I might not 
have made the position as clear as  I should have. 
The hon. member should appreciate that the construc- 
tion of the Deep Water Harbour is to be carried 
out in stages: and 1 believe I am correct in saying 
that while i t  is true that other quarters for the pur- 
pose of quarantine have to be sought. i t  is equally 
true that the contractors for the Deep Water Harbour 
for some time will be occupying the buildings a t  
Pelican. In  other words, the buildings a t  Pelican 
will .;till be there to use as offices for the contractors. 

The hon. senior member for St. John spoke about 
the contractors, Messrs. Coode, coming here next 
month. Messrs. Coode are not the contractors. &S 
a matter of fact, we have not been able to  get the 
planr for the construction of the Deep Water Harbour 
vet. Memrr. Coode, acs f a r  as I know, are  the consult- 
ing enlrineers; they are not the contractors. 

Mr. ALLDER : Mr. Chairman, 1 beg to apolo- 
gise for the mistake. I took i t  that M~ssr.;. Coodc. 
'were the contractors. 

Hon. M. E. COX : Mr. Chairman, after we have 
got the plans and approved of them, tenders will be 
called for the construction of the Harbour. I think 
hon. members will agree thast that will take somd 
time because we want to get the best terms. T 
envisage the notice for tenders lasting something like 
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four or five mouths if you want to give full publicity 
of the contract to people all over the British l4mpire 
and may be America. You can therefore see that 
tuis work will not be carried out as  quickly as sonle 
honourable members may think, neither will these 
builchngs be removed as early as they anticipate. 

1 may state for example that there is a property 
or two in Pontabelle which in all probability Govern- 
luent will have to purchase to lend access t o  the 
Harbour. The engineers, as fa r  as I know, have sug- 
gested that one or two of these properties can be Used 
for  sometime-may be two to three years-before the 
actual building or buildings are demolished. I brought 
this to your attention to show you the stages in which 
this work will be carriew out. I will therefore like 
tc assure hnn. members that  there will be somrtime 
-possibly a long time-before these buildings at 
I'elican will be removed, therefore, we will have to 
rrotect them as long as they are there. I n  addition. 
!here is the fact that Pelican is still used as a quararr- 

tine station. 
At first sight, somebody will say that if you intend 

to remove this building why should you spend money 
on i t  now. I n  the present circumstances, we have 
been advised that the wise thing to do is to protect 
this building by spending this money. As fa r  as I 
know, it will not be a permanent structure. The 
material which will be used, or a t  least quite a lot of 
?he material, will be nhle to be uqed again. If hcii 
members had the time to peep at  the construction 
there, so far  as the barriers are concerned, they will 
see that they are made out of a sort of packed stone 
instead of a concrete structure. I understand that 
this work will be done in a, similar way. 
4.05 p.m. 

I feel that this work will be similar to that  
already there, and therefore, Sir, I again appeal to 
members to agree to this Resolution because i t  is 
absolutely necessary and urgent, and it is protecting 
the buildings may be for another three or four years : 
because that, m far as I remember, is the last stage 
cf the development in so far  as the cocstruction of 
the Deep Water Harbour is concerned. 

Mr. HAPNES:  Mr. Chairman, I m afraid the 
Hon. Minister seems ra,ther confused. H e  said they 
are going to use the buildings for offices and also 
quarantine stations. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I did not say that, Nr .  
Chaiman. On a point of order, I said it is known 
that the quarantine stations will be removed else- 
 here. \%en those are removed those bnildings 
now on the site will be used as offices. 

Mr. ALLDER: Mb.. Chairman, i t  does not seem 
logical for the engineers or contractors to use Pelican 
as their offices when they do come. If they intend 
to use Pelican in  t ruth m their headquarters, I can- 
not see them not trying to connect it to the mainland' 
in  as short a time as possible, because the thousands 
of people who would have to go to their offices to 
rransact business woubl find it very difficult to crosq 
the water to get there; and if the contractors intend 
t o  use that as the headquarters, in my humble 
they will have to connect it to the mainland as soon 
as possible. It does not sound possible and if they 
do not intend to connect it in case they are going 
t o  see i t  as their headquarters within the shortest 
ime possible, the Ho11. Minister shoultl suggest to 

them that they pu t  their offices else-where, because 
he should know by nol\* what great inconvenience the 
public would have to put  up  with. I t  does not seem 
on all fours, Mr. Chairman, and I would appeal to 
the hon. member again. There is nothing wrong if 
the Hon. Minister postpones the Resolution until the 
nngineer comes. If the engineer comes and he suz. 

gests that they would want to use Pelican Island 
m the near future, well then, it would be very 
eaby to have the money voted; but to go ahead a$ltl 
spend money and when that gentleman arrives and 
his plans prove that Pelican would be changed up in 
the near future and that operatiom to connec,t the 
two Islands would start shortly, then the Hon. ~ i l z -  
ister wouH see, although it would have been too late 
then, that we were right. 

Mr. BARROW: M;r. Chairman, there are a few 
elementary facts relating to the geography of the 
earth and of the tides of Pelican Island that  the  
Hon. Rfinister of Communications seems to be bliss- 
fully unaware of. I take it, Mr. Chairman, that what, 
he chooses to call the dry pack breakwater has been 
;iemolished by the sp71ng tide; but by the time lie 
starts the operation to repair the breaoh in  the forti- 
fications of Pelicm Island, the autumn tides will be 
on us and the autumn tides a re  fa,r w o r n  than the 
spring tides. As a matter of fact, the spring tides 
have been unusual in  the severity of the dilapiciation 
of places such as the breakwater at Pelican, a t  the 
Reef and other parts of the Island. 

Now, &, what b s  happened to the dry  pack 
four foot cube blocks that constituted the breakwater 
.on the West; on the South and on the Eastem side 
of Pielican P d m d  this. To the North of Pelican 
there is a concrete slip way which protects the Has- 
pital 011 the Northern tip of the Island. The break- 
water which has been damaged will take about six 
good masons two days to replace and probably two 
divers from the Department of Highways and Trans- 
port or  the Harbour MBster's Office or  from what- 
ever source they can be acquired. I fail to see, Mr. 
Chairman, how we can spend $1,500 replacing- Bar- 
bados Lime Stone breakwater which i n  September 
will be washed away again and which will completely 
be obliterated as  soon as the engineers begin their 
operations in  that vicinity. I do not like double t& 
m you appreciate Mr. Chairman, and know fram 
experience; and I would like the Minister of Commu- 
nications now to tell the House something that 
other members do not appear to be cognisant of; an? 
that is, that the buildings on Pelican are going to be 
the first buildings to be removed with the Deep Water 
Harbour project; I would like him to say categori- 
cally (if i t  is humanly possible for him to say any- 
thing in a straightforward manner) and I do not 
think i t  is any part  of our duty to  employ contrac-- 
tors and pay them $24,000,000 to do a job and provdie 
nfficers for them. Every self-respecting firm of engin- 
eers and contractors has a portable office or group of 
offices. These buildings are usually made out of prc- 
fabricated metal and are constructed within the space 
of twelve or twenty-four hours. The buildings a t  
Pelican are riddled with termites; they are un6t  for 
human habitation because of neglect b j  the Depart- 
ment .over which the hon. senior member for St. 
mchael happens to preside, something which is 
consistent with his tenure of office and these di- 
lapidation~ will involve the taxpayers of this 
island unfortunately in  an  expense which would 
probably be better left unspent. It would be of great 
benefit to the island if the buildings could be washed 
into the sea. There is only one breakwater that 
deserves that name and that, is on the northernmost 
tip of the island itself. That island is ~ o i n g  to be 
obliterated. The contractor% intend-and T say this 
without any fear of contradiction, unless the Manis- 
ter  pets them to change their minds-to demolish 
those buildings in the preliminary stage of the oper-' 
ations, and the Ministe~ has the effronterv and the 
temerity-not to speak of the wanton audacity-to 
get 17P and say the buildings will be there for  three 
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years to house the contractors. Do you mean to 
tell me now, Sir, that when you embark upon the 
project in the northern parish of this island to build 
your monument down there in the commercial line, 
as  l understand you intend to do at  some future 
htage, that first you must put up a bungalow for tlic 
contractor to have his lunch in, and to pay his work- 
men in?  And when you are dealing with a firm which 
has some experience of major civic projects in all 
parts of the British Empire, it is the Minister'. 
au ty  to tell us that they cto not bring down their 

huts and set up offices in the normal 
way and that it is not part and parcel of the contract 
that we should supply them with office space. I s  he 
saying that as an  excuse to hoodwink mernhers of thih 
Chamber, and to allow some quarry owner of Barba- 
30s to earn an increment in his business? 
4.15 pm.  

I sincerely hope that the Hon. Minister mill ot 
vome I. ack here in September or October when we 
really have heavy seas a t  Pelican Island, and tell 
tin that the dry-packed braakwater has been broken 
auzy again. The whole policy of the Bovernment has 
been conducted in  a dry- packed manner, and that 
is why our money is being constantly frittered away 
h~ irresponsible Resolutions of this kind. 

I see in the Addendum tu this Resolution tttt 
w~ i t ing  on the wall; I see the writing on the sea 
nal l  a t  Pelican. This Government has been warned 
that the tides in that vicinity are yery severe at  the 
tame of the spring or vernal equinox and the t~utuuzlz- 
;11 equinox. During the months of September auli 
October every year, we get very heavy tides in that 
district, and i t  lxeails that if this operation is going 
t ,  be carried out on this basis, in due course the con- 
tr:~ctors will come bac?k to the Governlnent a i d  say 
t l ~ a t  the foundation which they haye put down, ant: 
the stones which they have dumped into the sea in 
sea-wall for the Deep Water Harbour have all been 
wash away by the tides. That is the fear that ever) 
fisherman and every individual who is acquainted 
with navigation along the shores of Barbados has 
entertained; they are best acquainted with the pro- 
blem. I hope that the taxpayers' money mill not 
be washed into the sea when we have the autumnal 
equinox. 

Mr. LETVIS: I was hoping that my colleague 
aould arrive in time beceuse at present, I am the sol. 
representative of I'elican; and I apologise to the 
people of this Colony if we should use some of their 
taxes in putting a breakwater down there. BIr 
Chairman, 1 would like to read out a few figures. 
i n  the Estimates, under the Head "Public Works", 
ill 1954-55, the sum of $1,191 was voted in respect 
af Pelican Island ; in 1355-56, nre voted $1,500 and ill 
thiq year, we have votecl $503. The Government 
i~self appears not to be spending any nioney or not 
so much money, 011 Pelican lsland thi.; year, becaus 
tiity hare cut out $1.000 of the mollep for whici~ 
they were previously asking. They have put in the 
E!stimates for this pear, the sum of $500, which is t?le 
lcwest estimate in  respect of Pelican Island for mar,\- 
years. Therefore, it is their o ~ m  policy today which 
is confronting them in respect of their proposed acl- 
tiou. 

I am suggesting to the Hon. Minister that with 
good wace he should withdraw this Resolution. Un- 
cler Item 13, "Unforesieen Minor Works" we have 
voted the sum of $1.000 and the Hon. Ninister could 
r,at that amount with this $500 voted ill reqpect of 
T'elican Tsland: and if ho still wants to repair thz 
walls, he can do that. He should consider the matter 
in that way. "Unforeseen Minor Worl<s" can b+ 
corered under hurricane damaze or anything of that 
sort: not only that, but we have the Item "Contin- 
gc.>,lcies' for which the sum of $1,500. has been voted. 

IIas all of that money been spent already? I tbinl: 
~t is qulte easy for the Government to use this money 
u ~ ~ d e r  "Unforeseen Minor Works". I t  must hav- 
I;t en a question of tinforeseen Minor Works with thz 
Government because they had no intentions of 
spending this money this year. I suggest to the 
hon. member that he should withdraw this Resolu- 
tlon and not give the impression in addition to the 
fact that i t  is definitely unnecessasy, that the 
Government is very pessimistic about the progress 
of the Deepwater Harbour. If the Contractors and 
the Engineers are going to bring down their prefa- 
bricated offices and storerooms, they Inay have cer- 
tain furniture which they may not like to keep in 
a termite-infested place. If i t  is used as a place a t  
which to store material in  a workshop, it would be 
a good thing to connect i t  a t  least by a road across, 
because they will have to run  their trucks across 
there, and at present i t  is not very con,venient for 
them to do so. 
4.25 p.m. 

T h e  qz~estiolz tha t  t he  Resolution d o  n o w  pass 
zcas put and  resolved in t h e  affirmative, t h e  House 
( j iv iding as fol lo~us : 

 aye^: Hon. M. E.  Cox, Hon. R. G. MLPP, Mrs. 
~OI 'RNE, Mr. HOLDER, Mr. BRYAN, Mr. VAUGHAN, Mr. 
I.'. L. WALCOTT and Mr. J. C. MOTTLEY-S. 

Noes :  Mr. BARROW, Mr. LEWES, Mr. ALLDER, Mr. 
TI'DOR and Mr. GODDARD-5. 

On mot ion  of Hem. M.  E. COX, seconded by Hon .  
R Q. MAPP, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported t h e  passifha 
of one Resolzrtioqz in Conar~~it tee.  

M r .  XPEAICER resumed t h e  Chair and reported 
at cordingly.  

012 separate ntotions of Hon .  M .  I;,'. COX, second- 
bzj Ho11. R. B. M A P P  i n  eaclz case, the  Res~lzc t ion  

w a s  rend n first and second tinze n?ld agreed to. 

LEAVE TO TAKE ORDER NO. 4 

Hon. 31. E. C O S :  BYr. Speaker, I am asking 
leave to take Order No. 4 which stands in the name of 
the  Hon. Premier as the next Order of the Day. 

There  being 710 objection, lekzue tons granted tlzd 
1Ton. illinister. 

THE JUDICIAL AND LEGAL SERVICE 
COMMISSION BILL. 1956 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
now sta~lds in the name of the Hon. lrIinister of 
Coinnlunicatioas, Works and Hoilsing : Second 
reacling of a Bill to make ,provision for c? C o m m i ~  
sion t,o exercise certain functions in relation to 
judicial and legal appointments in the se:.vice of 
thk Island. 

11011. M. E. C O S :  Mr. Speaker, the Objccts and 
Iieasons of this Bill are pretty simple. A: hoi:. rnenl- 
hers will see, its object is to set up a commission 
111 respect of the appnintment of judicial and legal 
officers. In doing so it will remove fro111 t l ~ e  Public 
Service Commission the authority to ~n:llrc: recorn- 
mendatious so far  as the appointmelit of thew 
judicial officers are coficerned. 

As hon. members will see, an  additlonal sub- 
61; rise is added to the Public Service Commission AT: 
so as to give effect to this change. Sub-~ect-ioii ( 4 )  
of Section 9 of the princi'pal Act is amended 
adding thereto the fol!o~ving additional paragraph : 

" ( f )  any office set o ~ i t  in the First, Schedule 
to the Judicial and Lega: Scr.c-ice Corn. 
mission Act, 1956. " 

If yon look at  t,he Public Service Cclnlnlissiorl 
Act 1951. you will see ar regards the fnnc.t,iin of tho 
C'o:nmission that nothing shall apply to the follo..v- 
illg office or classes of offices - 



(a)  the Governor, or any officc. of which th12 
A holder is ex-oficio a member of the Execu- 

tive Committee of the Island or ally menib?r 
of the Governcir7s personal staff; 

(b) the Chief Justice oP tbe Island; 
(c) the Chairman or a q -  member of the Com- 

mission ; 
(d)  any office or rank in any naval, military 

or air force constituted by or raised under 
any law ; 

Those offices do not come under the Public Ser- 
vice Comrmsslon and likewise ( f )  seeks now to re- 
move the legal officers from that Commission. 

Honourable mmbers  know that the Public 
Skrvice Commission is responsible for making ap- 
pointments t o  the Judiciary and i t  is ielt that a 
Commission such as the Public Service C'ommission 
1s not competent to make those recommendations ; 
hence this Bill seeks to amend i n  the first place the 

L - Public Service Commission Act i n  order t o  give 
effect to these appointments being made under the 
and Legal Commission, and in the second place, it is 
in  keeping with what exists in other countries; that 
is, the Public Service Oommission has nothing to do 
with tlhe appointments of these legal posts. I beg to 
move that this Bill be now read a second time. 

e Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to second, that,. 
l'he question that the  Bil l  be now road a second 

time wars put and resolved in the  affirmative without 
division. 

On. nuti0.n of Holzourable M.  E. COX,  seaonded 
bg Honourable R. G. M A P P ,  Mr. SPEAKER left 
the Chair and the H w s e  ws9,t into Gomrnittee on the 
Bill Mr. S31ZTH being in the Chair. 

Clausc T u : a  mitlled nmd pawed. 
Clause 2 was called. I t  reads as follows:- 
2. Subsection (4) of section 9 of the principal 

Act is hereby amended by adding thereto the follo~w- 
ing additional paragraph :- 

" ( f )  any office set out in the First Schedule to 
the Judicial and Legal Servlce Commission Act- 
1956. " 

Hon. M. E .  COX. I beg to move that Clause 2 
~ t a n d  part. 

Hon. R. G. M A P P :  1 beg to second that. 
Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chaiman, there are sev- 

eral sub-clauses in Clause 2 of this Bill. Shb-clause 
1 of Clause 2 states that "there shall be a Commis- 
sion to be known as the Judicial and Legal Commis. 
 ion (in this Act referred to as "the Commssion") 
which shall consist of :- 

(a )  the Chief Justice ; 
(b) the Attorney General; 
(c) the Chairman of the Public Service Com- 

mission, and 
(d)  not more than two persons appointed by 

the Governor being persons not in the 
service of the C r m  in ri&t of its Gov- 
ernment of this Island who have held high 

judicial office." Then in sub-clause 2 you 
will notice the following :- 

a " (2) It shall be the duty of the Com- 
mission to make recommendations to the 

Governor on nnv question which he sha!l 
refer to it in accordance with the provis- 
ions of this Section, but nothing in this .. section shall be construed as requiring the 

the Governor or the Secretary of State +:l 

act in  accordance with the recwnunenda- 
tions of the Clmmission. " 

I think that the average member of the Civil 
Sc~rvice and the average man in the street would 
like to know exactly who makes appointments i l l  

,A posts in the Public Service of this Islfi,wi I really 

thought, Mr. Chairman that this Bill was going t,c 
clarify the matter in so far  as legal apl:ointrnentf, 
;LIP concerned, but on scrutinising Section two carp- 
iully I see no way out of the morass and nxrcertainty 
which now surrounds Government servallts in tile 
question of promotio,~ and appoiv>mer~:. At sonLe 
rimes we hear the legal posts in this idand being 
referred to as the Colonial Legal Service; then in 
some irstances we heer of people b e h g  dismisseci 
vlthout fair trial, without any specified alleglations 
Icing brought &gainsit them and we hear that Col- 
onial Rkgulations Rule Xo. 66 or some other number 
has been brandished in the face of the ullfortunafa 
member of the public service. We of the  gal depart- 
went know otherwise. Now, in Clause two of this 
Sill, the hon. member does not seem to be aware 
of the Bill which he asked permission to debats 
because that Bill, Mr. Chairman, is the one which 
I am quoting from now and not the one he thougllt 
he was doing, and Your Honour coulcl straighten 
him up on that point. I see he now has the right 
Bill before him and perhaps he can follov, me now. 
The Bill which he thought he was doing is the Bill 
to amend the Public Service Commissiol Act, 1951. 
He should ask Your Honour to proceed with the 
1956 Bill. Is  the hon member satisfied: If he cou- 
fesses he has made a mistake and wol~ld like to pro- 
wed with the other Bill. I would be glad to sit, 
dew??. As I was saying, Mr. Chairman, If you #a+ 
:my member of the Public Service Establishment. 
anyone drawing more than £450 a year in this 1sIal:rl 
whether they are semants of the Crowv, ~vheth,:r 
tiley are servants of the Secretary of State for the 
C'blonies, I am sure they are not three peopde in  
the service of this Island to tell vou +lee al*smTer. 
As a matter of fact, they are people wha think theg 
are in the service of the Prime Minicter of this 
bland, including people in responsible positions in 
die financial branches of the Governmerrt Service 
We have people now in the Legal Depart~i~ent  (allcl 
i: you want me to call names--I think i t  is unnwes- 
bary because Your Hcnour would know exactly t a  
whom I refer-) who honestly believe that they ara 
personal servants of the senior m e m b ~ r  for S'. 
Joseph, your colleague. the Prime Minister of thlv 
country. In the other islands, Mr. Chnillnan, tnz 
legal senice is the Colonial Legal Service: and a 
C'lvil Servant in the Legal Service may be trans- 
ferred from any col(jny within the British Corn- 
n~onwealth to another. 

I n  Barbados very many vacancies are never 
advertised in the other colonies at  all, although 
other colonies advertise for vacancies in their Legal 
1)epartment. Vacancies in Barbados are seldom, if 
tver, advertised in other colonies. I t  would there- 
fore appear, Mr. Chairman, that somebody in Bar- 
bados has been making these legal appointments, 
~ n d  we would like to know who has been making 
then1 and why? Many Magistrates in Barbados 
would like to know whether they are elnployees of 
thc Government for the time being, personal lackeys 
of the Officer administering the Government of this 
culony or Her Majesty's Civil Servants. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, you know better than anyone else that I 
am no protagonist of imperialism. Mr. Chairman, 
fipparently the honourable member made a mistake 
and I do not want to say anymore. 

1 Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I must 
apologise for the mistake. They are two Bills which 
are similar and i t  should have been KO. 7 instead 
c;f No. 4, and I am asking that you report progress 
and ask leave to sit again. 

Hon. R. G. MAP'P: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Chairman, it depends on 

r,Eo has a n~otion before the Committee. If the 
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honourable member would like me to make the 
motion for him I would do so. I beg now to move 
that the House report progress and ask leave to sit 
again. 

Mr. TUDOR: I beg to second that. 
The questimz was put and resolved in, the 

clffirmative without &vision. 
Mr. SPEAKER resunzed t l ~ e  Chair and re- 

ported accordingly. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISMO'N (AMEND- 
MENT) BILL 

Hon. M. E.  COX: I am afraid I must apol- 
ogise to the House. What I dealt with at  first was 
Order No. 7, but I did ask permission to deal with 
No. 4. The two Bills are similar and have the same 
effect. I am asking leave to take Order No. 7. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to second that. 
There being no objection leave was granted the 

Hon. iMinister. 
Hon. M. E. COX: Sir, Order No. 7 is as  I 

said an amendment to the Public Service Commis- 
sion Act, 1951 and the remarks I made just now 
are relative to this particular Bill, 

I therefore, beg to move that this Bill be now 
read a second tiine. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP:  I beg to seco:~d that. 
Mr. LE\ITIS : Mr. Speaker, 1 am askiag the 

honourable member to make a note so that he might 
he able to look it up ancl tell me. I see that a? 
f a r  as the Schedule is concerned i t  says that "I 
so-and-so being a lnenlber of the Public Service 
Co~nmission etc. etc.," and then at  the end "Sworn 
before me this day etc." and there is no place for 
the person making the declaration to siga. I dc 
not know if a mistake was made but the honourable 
membte;r will find a form 011, page 391 of the Laws 
of Barbados. I t  reads funny to me to say: "I 
so-and-so ................ soleinnly and sincerely declare 
so-and-so ................ Sworn before me " and the man 
himself making the declaration has qomhere to sign. 
a t  first glance it looks wrong but perhaps the 
honourable member can explain. 

Hon. l1. E. COX: If the honourable member 
looks in the original Act, the Act says "so-and-so 
having been appqintecl etc ............ "; i t  is the same 
form. Your name goes in this column, and i t  is 
not necessary for you to sign your name as f a r  
as I see here, and then the Chief Secretary signs 
at the bottom, so this is the old form. 

This is the old form, and this Bill is drafted 
similarly to that form. 

Mr. BARROW: I think that in matters of this 
kind, when we come to the oath of office to be taken 
by the Chairman and the Secretary of the Commission 
things like oaths and affirmations should best be left 
to be prescribed by the Chief Justice or some other 
competent authority. I do not think that this is the 
sort of thing which can be put into legislation at all. 
Everybody knows wfiat an oath is, that somebody has 
to give good service and not disclose anything, and 
all the amended Act should say is that an oath should 
be taken not to disclose so and so, by the particular 
party and leave the matter to the discretion of the 
person who is administering the oath. We will 
always get into trouble if we go setting out the pre- 
cise form in which an oath should be taken, and the 
difficulty is that we are faced with the factual situa,- 
tion suggested by the hon. senior member for St. 
Michael, that you need not subscribe your name at 
all. 

Hon. M. E. COX : On a point of Order. I said 
that there was no  provision made for putting your 
name a t  the bottom. 

Mr. BARROW: Perhaps I will leave i t  to t he  
hon. junior member for St. Joseph to explain to the 
~1011. Minister what the word "subscribe" means. The 
Hon. Minister said that i t  is not necessary to s u b  
scribe your nam-; well, with his little knowledge of 
the matter, all j ou need do is to put in your name I 
d~ not need to say anythinv lnore about that, becaush 
;the hon. member will realise that I have reported 
him accurately, perhaps in a little a o r e  flamboyant 
language than he is wont to use. 

I do not see the efficacy of any oath which is not 
signed by the party who has to take the oath. If i t  is 
a wrbal oath, yon need not sign anything at all, bu 
lnave i t  to the person who is dealing with the matter. 
I think that all of this embarrassment could have 
been saved if they Lad not tried t o  dot the "i's and 
cross the "t's" too much. Nolr~ that the hon. jun- 
ior member for St. Joseph has enlightened the Hon 
Minister he will appreciate what I am driving at.  

There is another aspect of the Bill which needs 
close attention and it is this: 1 wonder whether the 
purposes which have been outlined could not have 
been better served by completely revising the Public 
Service Commission Act, of 1951. Without being 
previous in  any way, there is another Bill which is 
~hort ly to engage the attention of this Chamber, a 
Bill which, iiz some respects diminishes and cuts 
down on the provisions of the Public Service Com- 
mission Act of 1951. I think that without elabora- 
ting too much on that Bill with which we are not yet 
dealing, I would, suggest to the Hon. Minister that, 
since this is not really and truly his individual port- 
folio, he postpone the further consideration of this 
matter, so that the two Bills can be scrutinized mow 
carefully. I do not want to ?laborate on this matter 
at  this stage, because the strictures which T want to 
apply are more appropriate to another Bill than the 
one which is now befort. us. I feel that there s h o ~ ~ l d  
be an anlendment to the Pltblic Service Commission 
Act. and i t  should embody very many more features 
of reforin than the present amrndmcnt which is now 
before us. 

Tlze question, that this Bill be now read a second 
h e  was pit awd resolved in the affirmative without 
clivisw~z. 

On the miotion of Hon. M. E. COX,  seconded by 
Hmz. R. B. MAPP, Mr. SPEAKER leit the Chair, 
and the House went into Committee on, the Bill, WT. 
SMITA being i m  the Chaid*. 

Clause 1 was called and passed. 
Clallse~ 2 was called. 
11011. M. E.  COX: I beg to move that Clause 2 

stand part of the Bill. 
Hon. R. 18. MAPP: I beg to second that. 

4.55 p.m. 
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I would just like 

to draw attention to the fact that we are taking 
away from the jurisdiction of the Public Service 
C ommission the offices of Puisne Judge, Registrar, 
Magistrate, Deputy Registrar, Solicitor General, 
Assistant to the Attorney General and Legal 
Draughtsman, Assistant Legal Draughtsman, Public 
Trustee and we are putting them into a Bill to be 
dealt with by an employee in  the Judiciary of the 
Government. I think that this matter will be prop- 
erly discussed when we refer to the other Bill but 
I would like to ask the Hon. Premier if he thinks 
that these people should be appointed on the recom- 
mendation of someone in the Service who is still 
looking for  promotion probably in the Barbados 
Service. I am referring particularly to the Attorney 
General. I do not think that somebody who h_as 
been in practice before him should be appointed by 
him. Would he recommend himself for a higher 



past, say like that of Puisne Judge if that office is 
higher than that of Attorney General? 

T h e  question that Clause 2 stand part was put 
and resolved in the  affirmative without d iv is iw.  

Clause 3 wm called and passed. 

may be referred to the Public Service Commissioa 
under the Public Service Coslmissiort Act. 1951. 
Sworn before me this 
Declared day of . 19 

Clause 4 was called and +sea. 
Clause 5 was called. I t  reads as [allows:- 

" 5 .  This Act shall come into operation on such 
day as the Governor shall by proclamation in  the 
Official Gazette appoint. " 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Clause 5 
stand part. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: I wonder if the hon. member 

would explain why this ~~t must be proclaimed. 
I know that a t  times there are reasons for proclaim- 
ing a ~ 9 1  but this Bill does not strike me as one 
which should be proclaimed. can the hen. member 
say why i t  is necessary? After we passed this Bill, 
it should take its course. 

Hon. '. H- ADAM': %Irdr. Chairman, in prm- 
tically every case, where i t  is impossible through un- 
foreseen circumstances to know when an  Act should 
be brought into force, you put  in  this Clause. I t  is 
better to do i t  this way. 

Mr. LEWIS : I take i t  that because there are 
.two Acts dealing with the same thing, you would 
like to bring them into force together. Probably, 
you do not want this Act to come into operation 
before the oth'er one. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Apart from any other 
difficulty, i t  must be borne i n  mind that we are 
revising the Judiciary (and I hope to start 
the Bill dealing with the matter this evening). We 
may find that recommendations or amendments are 
made to the present Act which may to some extent 
affect the functions of the Public Service and so on 
It is purely a matter that you cannot say that you 
are ready next week, so to speak, to go on with it. a 

T h e  question that Clause 5 stand part was 
and resolved in, the  affirmative without division,. 

The Schedule was called. ~t reads as follows:- 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that ,.he 

Schedule stand part. 
Hon. R. G. MAPP:  I beg to secoiid that. 

Chairmall 
I , beinz a membrr 

of the Public Service Commission, do 
swear 

solemnly aiid sincerely declare and affi 
.... .................................................. that I will freely and 

without fear  or favou:, affection or ill-v-ill, give my 
counsel and advice to the Governor of the Island in 
connection with all such matters as may bc referre01 
to the Public Service Commission uvder the Public 
Service Commission Act, 1951, and that I will not, 
directly or indirectly reveal any such matters to any 
unauthorised person or otherwise than ir, the course 
01 duty. 
Sworn 
I?eclared before me this day of 

. 19 
............................................... 

Chief Secretary. 
E. To be taken by the Secretary. 

'I . being Sec- 
retary of the Public Scrvice Commis~ion, do 

swear 
solemnly and sincerely affirm 

that I will not directly .................................................... 
or indirectly reveal to any unauthorised person or 
otherwise than in  the course of duty any mzttrr mhicl: 

.................................................. 
A. To be taken by Chairman or Member. 

Chief Secretary. 

OATH OF OFFICE 

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, can the hon. mem- 
ber give me some information on this Schedule? I 
do not know if the hon. senior member for  St. Joseph 
Can help me. Apparently i n  the Act of 1951 there 
"""0 provision for the person taking the oath to 
sign it- Usually the practice is when a n  oath is 
administered, for the Person who administers i t  and 
the one to whom it is administered to sign it. Appar- 
ently from this form in the Schedule that person 
who witnesses the administration of i t  signs it and 
uot the person to whoiii i t  is administered. Accord- 
ing to this form i t  is impossible for one to Bay that 
the chief secretary or the person to whom it is ad- 
ministered signs it. it is, at some future date, 
perhaps the person to whom it is administered can 
say that the oath was not put  to him. 

I do not know if i t  is an  oversight on the last 
o-cdsion. I do not know if it is that the oath needs 
not to be signed by the person so long as somebody 
witnesses it, but i t  strikes me as funny. Can the 
hon. senior member for  St. Joseph help? 

What I would like to suggest, if it is necessary, 
we can put  in a line of leaders on the left with the 
words "Chief Secretary7' underneath so that that 
person may append his signature there ( I think 
that is the usual place for  such signatures to be 
placed) and allow the line on the right s ib  for  
the Chairman or member to append his signature. 
5.05 p.m. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I really do not kno,v 
vhat  is done. 1 would say if i t  came before me ancl 
I was asked about it, I would make thc C!lairman or 
members sign and the person before whonl the oath 
is taken also to sign that the swearing has taken 
place before him. If I vrere doing it, that is what I 
vould do although th? form does uclt make it suffi- 
ciei~tly clear that the person taking the oath should 
sign. I t  may be that the practice is because he him- 
self m~i t e s  his name ir that is enougl;. but when hon. 
members swear at  the ~ p e n i n g  of the S~ssion thc:y 
write their names underneath. I n  the Execntive Colir- 
mittee I think we write both places. [A VOICE: 
What do you swear?] We swear not to disclose 
what we say. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairmar, the other part 
that worries me about this business of taking the 
oath of office is whether the Chief Secretary is a 
competent person to edminister them. The Chief 
Justic.e is going to appoint people to this Conlmission 
:ind he is going to be the Chairman. He takzs av oath 
of office when he becomes Chief Justice. You do not 
ask the Chief Justice to take a n  oath as -Chairman 
of the Public Service Commission. Because of the 
nature of his office as such he has. to talw an oath 
just as the Officer admiristering the Government of 
this colony has to;  but what is worrying me is 
 heth her the Chief Secretary of Barbadas is a com- 
petent ,person to administer an oath, becanse i t  \+noull 
seem he would need to make a n  oat11 himself. Theye 
is a famous passage that reads: "A man urito jubt 
rauses where such creatures as men do!tht. . . . .  7 7 

and 1 know of no La-r in Barbados--I will not tax 
the powers of improvisation of the hon. senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph to ficd such a law, but I certainly 
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cannot call one to mind which makes the Chief See- 
re tary competent to do this even under tlie Letters 
Patent. I just know of. no such 1a~v and 1 know the 
lion. member for  St.  Joseph knows a lot c1 laws no- 
m d y  i n  Barbados knons anything about, and with- 
* u t  irritating him too ~ u c h  I mould like hiin to te!l 
US which law it is tha t  the Chief Xiecrc.cary is a 
competent ,person to administer a n  oath such as this. 
This is as serious as  one which we take xvllen we h,:- 
come members of this Hon. Chamber, or as seri011~ 
a s  the one which the Lord Chief Justice o+ Barbados 
exhorts or extorts from the Governor when he sets 
foot On the landing steps out here, bu t  I personally 
have never heard of a Chief Secretary adlrinistering 
these oaths, and I think if we are going t c  give hini 
tha t  authority we should place it ill the Laws and 
not by subscription in the schedule appended to the 
Act. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I will r:onfes\ for  the 
berefit of the hon. memher that  fo r  this like all laws 
I only guessed a t  it. 

The qtcestioln was plct and resolved ht the af,i,.- 
rnatbe without diviswl~. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to report the passing 
of the Bill i n  Committee. 

Hop. R. G. M A P P  I beg to second that. 
The question was ,wt and in the a,~i,.- 

l,lative without division amd ~f,.. SPEAKER ,.es,rmed 
(he Ohair a w l  reported accordingly. 

M. E. COX: I beg to move the Rill 
be read a third time. 

Hon. Dr.  H. G. I1 CUMMINS: I k>eg to dec- 
ond that. 

~h~ question. was and reso2ved i,,, tlze afjr. 
nzative without division. ; 

OZIL re-assembling, 

JUDICIAL AND LEGAL SERVICE 
COMMISSION BILL 

Mr. S P E A K E R :  On the adjournment, ths 
3Iouse was about to resume Committpe on the Bill to 
urovide for  a Judicial and Legal Service Conllllisqlon. 

Mr. Speaker left the Chair and the House re- 
sumed Committee, Mr. S~MITH the chair. 

Hon. G. H.  ADA??S : Mr. Chairman, 1 ask 
;cave to take charge of this  ill wilich was keir?;. 
f,roceeded with in m y  absence. [Mr, L R W l s :  The 
bill is in your 

Mr. CHA1RMA.K: When I reported on this 
Bill, Clause 2 was bei- g considered. The hon. senior 
.nember for  St. George was speaking. 

Mr. L E W I S :  I am the member w8o m ~ v e d  that  
3.0q report Progress, Mr. Chairman, and I am 
t!.ltltled to continue the debate. I want tci say, first 
)f all, that  I understand tha t  this  ill would be 
~roceeded  with in  the presence of th?  Hon. Premier, 
and therefore 1 am not raising any  ~ b e c t i o n  to our 
being i n  Committee on this Bill as we a;(: in  Com- 
mittee on it now. Honever, I a m  taking the oppor- 
'unity to comment On Clause 2 of th!s Bill Clause 2 
~f this Bill says that  there shall bc a Commission 
to be known as the Judicial and  Legal Sellrice C o w  
mission which shall consist of the  Chief Justice, 
the Attorney General, and so forth. I am questionitig 
whether it is wise for  the  Attorney Gereral to If: 
,:n that  Commission ex officio, especially as the 
advice of the Commisbion need not be taken i n  the 
making of appointments. It is known that the 

H ~ ~ ~ .  M. E. COX. I beg to move that the  ill 
do now pass. 

Hon. R'. G. M A P P  I beg to .;ec_ond t h ~ t .  
~h~ questim was put md resolved iTl iilF afi,.- 

naative without diztisio?~. 

RULESS COMRIIT'ITE 

Hon. Dr. H.  G. H. CUMMINS. Mr Speaker, 
Fefore I move the adjournment I am asking ].ave t , ~  
move the appointment of the Rules committe,:. 
This should have been done a t  the opeqing of the 
]rouse, but it m4as omitted; so I a m  askina leave thht 
(he Rules Committee of the last session be re- 
appointed. 

Mr. L E W I S :  Mr. Speaker, the hen. Inember 
Erqt has to make a motion that  th(\ Coll!mittee 
appointed. 

I'kere being no objection leave was ~rcrnted. 
Hon. Dr. H .  G. H.  CUMMINS: 1 beg to move 

tha t  the Rules Coiilmittee of the  last Sescion be re- 
r~ppointed. 

IIon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
&fr. S P E A K E R :  T have the honour t o  appoint 

 he following t o  the Rules Committee. 
Mr. SPEAKER, rhe Hon. Premier, the hon. 

.-onior member for St. Lucy, the hon. junior member 
for Christ Church, the hon. senior membcr for Christ 
Church, the hon. senicr member for St.  'I'homas, the 
hon. junior member for St. James, the bon. senior 
i>~;.mber for  St.  Philip, the hon. senior 1r;ember for 
5 t .  George and the holi. Deputy Speaker. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. H.  G. H. CUMMINS. I 1)ep to move 
that  the House do now adjourn for half a n  hour. 

Hon. M. E .  C O X .  I beg to %cond that. 
The e l e s t k n  was put and agreed f(. @nd Y r .  

W E A K E R  adjourned the H'owe accorfingly. 
5.15 p.m. 

I Attorney General of this Colony can be appointed 
to the post of Chief Justice, and to have tne Attor- 
ney General sitting as a membw of the C'ommission 
for the appointment of a Chief Justice seems to be 
entirely out of place; he will be  a judge in his own 
cause. If he wants t h e  post of Chief Justice, he 
-hould not attend the meetings, but he is ex offieao 

a member of the Commission. 
I do not know if thc Governmeilt has considered 

that  position and still i h  pis that  t h ~  Attnrncy Gen- 
eral should be a member of that  Comn~ission. He 
is a servant of the Cvown and he is therefore in 3 
position to give his advice whether or :70t he is ti 

mernher of the Commission. It seenls to  me somemrhtlt 
inconsistent that we should have thew people ha\-- 
ing a say in  such a matter, and no dcubl their 
opinion will carry weight whether or *.ot tlie law 
says that their opinior. need not be taken. Jus t  
imagine that a man who is interested in  a job him- 
-elf is one of the per5ons who have to advise as to who 

is  to  fill the  post, a man who has tc say v-ho is to  
be appointed as Puisne Judge and then practise 
before him! I should like to  know if those poirits 
have occurred to the Government in the framing +f 
-his Bill. 

The next thing I  could like to know is whethrr 
it is correct to use thc appellation ''Chief Justice" 
:n this Bill. On a previous occasion it was p0int.d 
out that we had to use the term "Chief Judge" nt. 
"Chief Justice" in  order to cover other Acts, an! 
therefore I should like t o  know whether the terin 
'Chief Judge" or "Chief Justice" should 5e n s ~ d  

i n  this Bill. If i t  i s  a mistake, let  it bp ?orrected 
now and do not let the mistake be pointed out to us. 

I n  the Act for the appointment of Boards n t  
the  Transport Board and  the Housing -41ithority, L 
did not see anything to the effect tha t  the  Governvr 
may, for cause assigred, remove from effice any 
member of those Boarda. I see tha t  such wording is 
i n  this Bill, and  I wonder if this is a new form arid 
h ~ e t h e r  we should not go back and  pu t  tkirt wordi~lg 
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sn respect of the appointment of Boards like tiw 
Transport Board and the Housing Authority. The 
Act just said that the Governor may remove f r o ~ n  
office m y  member of the Board. When i t  comes t ~ )  
this Bill you have the wording that "tv,.: Governor 
K~ay for cause assigned, remove from office a mem- 
ber of the Commissior pursuant to paragraph (d)  
of subsection (1) of tbls section." 

These are just two points which I would like 
to have cleared up. I n  the first place, I would not 
like us to pass i t  and then have to come back to it. 
I would like to know if this is a new form so that a t  
aome future date I might be able to assist in the 
srppointment of an ordinary Board, or Committee, 
or Authority by saying that the same thing should 
apply. 
6.00 p.m. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairnlan, dealing 
with the second point first, I would like to say that 
i t  is so important that the administratio,n of justice 
appears to be manifestly unpolluted, that one should 
see to i t  that this giving of reasons for changing 
the Board and callicg upon the advice ef the Gov- 
crnment in judicial appointments should aot haye 
the slightest suspicion attached to it. Therefore 
if it is deemed advisable to remove a member things 
v.ill be done in such a way that the public will see 
that in the particular instance it was advisable to 
remove him without casting any particular doubt 
on what was done before. If you were suddenly 
to hear that somebody had resigned and no reason 
were assigned, all sorts of rumours may start and 
that would cast doubt in a matter of so great im- 
rartance as judicial appointments to be made. I 
do not know if this form is to be reported every time. 
I'ou say that if you are giving a persoil the right 
to dismiss a person a t  his discretion he should 
give reasons; bnt it must be assumed that he acted 
in a judicial way and that he exercised his discretion 
in a way not to be arbitrary. 

There is one case which I know of that went to 
the Privy Council or House of Lords (I  c10 not know 
exactly) about some twenty years ago. I t  was a 
case in which the facts were that the Governor had 
the right to deport a person at  his discretion and he 
deported somebody without giving that man the 
right to know what he was charged with or to defend 
himself. I think i t  was the I'%ivy Co~~nc i l  which 
Cecided the case. The Privy Council thought it was 
2n elementary principle of British justice that should 
be heard in his own defence and the Privy Council 
dated that the man should be heard. That is so: 
even if a Governor or anybody has the right to do 
something, he must exercise it in his discretion. 
This Bill is much stronger than that because the 
Governor has to come out and say why; and that is 
why i t  makes i t  impossible for the Governor to dis- 
miss a person 011 frivolous grounds. This is the 
answer to that point. 

The other point was with respect to the Attorney 
Generad. One never knows what is going to happeil 
when the Salaries Commissioner comes out here, but 
if the office of Attorney General is going to be lower 
than that of Puisne Judge and the Attorney General 
is in running for the jndgeship, a!: the Governor will 
tell the Commission is that he is going to appoint 
;he Attorney General as  Ptuisne Judge. I t  i.; essential 
In judicial appointments that you must have the Attor 
ney General and you must have people of high 
judicial appointments. The Public Service Com- 
mission, as i t  is a t  present comprised. ha?; to an 
extent a person of high judicial appointment on i t  
bnt one can see that the Public Service Commission 

l cannot recommend persons of that type for judicial ' appointments. 
Xr. LE WlS  : What about the Chief Judge B 
Hon. 'G. H. ADAMS: I am sorry thak the hon- 

ourable senior member for St. George is not in his 
place. He says that i t  is infna &g to call a Chief 
Judge a Chief Justice. H e  seems to have forgotten 
that there is a Lord Chief Justice in England. The 
terms Chief Judge and Chief Justice are used. It 
may be that some draughtsman once used the term, 
Chief Judge and then the term Chief Justice. There 
are some Acts in which you find Chief Judge in one 
Clause and in another Clause the term Chief Justice. 
The position held by the Chief Judges of the colonies 
is the position of Chief Justice, historically and 
otherwise. We speak of the Chief Justice of Trini- 
dad, the Chief Justice of the Leeward Islands, the 
the Chief Justice of Nigeria, and so on, so it is merely 
that we have on our Statute Book the term Chief 
Judge in one statute and Chief Justice in  another. 
I do know that, i n  one Act you will find ljoth terms 
used. 

1:ha that Clal~se 2 stand part was put 
and agreed to.  

1 Clauses 3 to 11 inchdsive were oalled sepurately 
atld passed. 

Clause 12 was called. I t  reads as follows:- 
"A prosecution under this Act shall not be in- 

stitnted except by or with the consent of the Attorney 
General. " 

Hon. G. H. ADAlIS: I beg to move that Clause 
1 12 stand part. 

I-Ion. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
Mr. LEWIS: This section says that a proswu- 

1 tion under this Act shall not be instituted except 
t v  or with the consent of of the Attorney General. 

I What is the position here? Is the Attorney General 
getting into trouble here? What is the type of prose- 
cution? [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: I t  is for persons 
giving a false statement.] Look a t  Clause 7 and you 
mill see. 
6.10 p.m. 

I am wondering, Sir, if it is a judicial oplIiiorl 
:n be given or a priv:tte one. What I mcan is, th? 
Attorney General migbt sap you hsi.ve riot got 
good case. or he might say; "well, I would not like 
to pursue that matter;" although you may have a 
legal right to do so. I do not know' whethtr i t  woul 1 
be a good thing to say that i t  should not be instl. 

1 tuted except with the consellt of the Gcvernment, 
I but I feel it is a bit peculiar that a ~rosecution 

under this Act cannot be done like any other case, ' kecause the Attorney General is the legal adviser of 
the Government but not necessarily the legal adviser 
of this Commission. I t  struck me as funny that he 

1 should be able to say why a proseclition should qr ' should not be made. 
Hon G. H. ADAMS: I do not like tr: uqe the 

hackneyed phrase that means nothina, but froln time 
immemorial there are offences that requirt the con- 
cent of the Attorney General to be brought. That 
is ~ 1 1  there is about it. There is nothing Tvrollg wi+h 
it. I t  is a matter affecting the adininiqtration cf 
Government as such; therefore i t  seems advisable 
that the constitutional adviser of the C*overilnleat 
should say whether i t  is expedient to bring a case. 
There is nothing unusual in certain cases to say that 
no prosecution can be brought without the consent 
of the Attorney General. 

Mr. LEWIS: Gall the Attorney Ge~lcral under 
this Act as a member prosecute a mattcr brought 
up by the Board? He a n  represent the Board beitkg 
a member of it. 
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Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Legally, there is nothing 
against it, but the A,torney General moljld hardly 
prosecute. That is something for the minor legal 
men in his office. Phyu:cally there is nothing wrong 
iilith it, but one can hardly imagine the Attornoy 
General going into the Police Court to prosecute a 
ui,zn for begging the ~'ommission to give his brother 
a job. You cannot p:cture the Attorney Generel 
doing a thing like that 

T h e  question, wu; put and resoluod i n  the 
afirntative without division. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Clause 
3 stand part. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
!lllte question was put and rcsolvcd i?~ &he 

afirmative without divisi0.n. 
Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Clause 

14 stand part. 
Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that. 
Tlz(e auestion was and resolved in' the 

iifimzative without divi.&on. 
O n  separate motiorzs of Honi. 6. H. A D M X  

second& by Hon. M. E. COX, Schedules 1 and 2 were 
called and passed. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Your 
Honour do now report the passing of the Bill in 
Committee. 

Hon. Ml. E. COX : I beg to second that. 
T h e  question was put and resolved in1 the af irma-  

tive without division. 
The  Chairman reported and Mr. SPEAKER re- 

sumed the m a i r  and reported accordingly. 
Hon. G. H.  ADAMS: I beg to move that the Bill 

oe read a third time. 
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The  questi0.n was put and resolv~ed in, the afirma- 

t ive without &vision. 
Hon. IQ. H. ADAMS : Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 

that the Bill do now pass. 
Hon. M. E. COiX: I beg to second that. 
T k e  question was put  am1 resolved in tlw af irmn-  

t ive without divisim. 

PAYMENT OF PASSAGES ORDER 

Hon. G. H. ADhmS:  Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
leave to take O'rder No. 8 as the next Order of the 
day. 

There being m ob f i f lwn  leave was grmted  the  
honourable rnamber. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the day 
stands in the name of the Hon. G. H. ADAMS: to  
wove the passing of a Resolution to approve the 
Order entitled " The Civil Establish~nent (Payme1:t 
of Passages) (Amendment) Order, 1956 ". 

Hon. G. H. ADAT\SS: Mr. Speaker, this is :c 
Resolution to approve the Order entitled "The Civil 
Establishment (Payment of Passages) (Amend- 
ment) 1956. -4s the Addendum to the Resolution 
points out; "Under Article 4a of the Civil Estah- 
!ishment (Payment of Passages) Order, 1951, the 
Government's maximun~ liability in respect of the 
cost of the passages for an officer employed on agree- 
ment and his family is $1,440. This amount has, how- 
ever, proved inadequate for an officer with a family 
of more than two and i t  is therefore proposed that 
as in the case of tranqferred officers under Co1oni:tl 
Regulations, an  officer employed on agreemc.:lt shou!rf 
be entitled to free passages for himself and his f a n -  
ily not exceeding five in all, provided that the Gov- 
crnment 'S liability is limited to $1.920. " I n  short, 
Sir, that is doing for contract officers W ~ I T . ~  they do 
in the case of permanent establishmlnt. 

I beg to move thaL the Resolution do now paw 

Hor. M. E. COX. I beg to second that. 
Mr. bEWIS:  1Mr. Speaker, is the honourabie 

member aware that they are paying for  another one, 
u r  was five the previous number? I mlght have got 
mlxed up with the Leave Passages Order and thls, 
but I was of the opinion that we used to pay for two 
children. From the reading of the Addendum it 
would not be an  increase if you say you are adding 
one; i t  would only be ail increase if you are giving 
a higher increase for five than you gave before 

Mr. E. I). l\.IOT'l'LEY : lvlr. Speaker, I would like 
to know, too, inore about it. I am not very clear here 
because as 1 understand it, am 1 right in aslung what 
my colleague asked that the passages were limited to 
.L man, his wife a i ~ d  two children? I speak subject 
to correction; can, the Premier tell me whether the 
actual cost of passages has become more? I w0uJ.d 
like to know that, and since I cannolt speak again 
on it, before I sit down I would like to take this 
cpportunity to say I cannot understand it. Only 
last week we dealt with something when the Gov- 
ernment said they were dealing with the question 
of limiting Leave Passages for persons in  their last 
year because there was a question of saving money. 
Now you come and say you want to carry this ques  
tion of the liability of passages to bring people to .his 
country from £3100 to S400 and-I s a r  this sub- 
ject to correction-limit the family to five. I am sure 
the Premier may be able to tell us something more 
of that because I cannot see how in  one breath 
last week we say we could not afford Leave Passages 
because of the number of people who would take 
Tleave Passage in the last year 01 Government and 
v-c~uld be coming back to be of no service to Govern- 
ment-and they therefore meant to save money- 
and now in the same breath seven days after, Gov- 
ernment comes to increase the amount for Leave 
Passage to 33400. Whether the number is limited to 
four or five now, I want to know. It is not sufficient 
to tell 11s that i t  has been increased from S300 to 
S400 as a result of increased cost in  passages. 
6.20 pm. 

Hon. G. H. ADMIX: The original Order did 
not say how many persons; i t  said, the officer and 
his family. As i t  set out in the Addendum to  this 
Resolution, under Article 3 (a )  of the Civil Estab- 
lishment (Palyment) of Passages) Order, 1951, the 
Government's maximum liability i n  respect of the 
20st of the passages for an  officer employed on agree- 
ir~ent and his family is $1,44@. This amount has, 
however, proved inadequate for a n  officer with a 
family of more than two, and i t  is therefore proposed 
tnat as  in the case of transferred officers under Col.)- 
nial Regulations, an officer employed on agreemevlt 
should be entitled to free passages for b~rns~ l f  an11 
his family not exceeding five in all, prorided that 
thc Government's liability is limited to $1.920. 

These five persons may be quintuplets six months 
old and they will cost nothing; 'but if they happen to 

I be sixteen years old, they will cost more than $1,440. 
l- ihis  is merely coniinq into line with Colonial Regu- 

I lations, but we say that the a i n o ~ ~ n t  must not exce?d 
$1,920 We did that recently. 

Mr. GODDARD: This is exactly what I said 
last week. We asked the Government last week 
whether Trinidad or British Guiana or Jzmaica had 
rmended their Leave Passages. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS . 
'Phis is not a ~ues t ion  ~f Leave Passsges.1 Last wezlr 
we were discussing thc question of Leave Passages 
curtailing the right given to local pnrsorls who were 
in their last year of service. and  I asked if that 
Amendment also applied to the thwe nr?ighbourinq 
Colonies with which WC have always been trying to 
be in line. I understand that none of these three 



i;olonies have brought in that Amel~dment, and thcy 
still permit their local servants to enjoy 1,~sve 
bages u8p to the last year of service. Today, we are 
bringing this matter into line with the erttire Colo- 
nial Service, and i t  is to be inferred that this is be- 
lng done primarily to meet the position uf recruit- 
ments from abroad. That is the one point which W:, 
on this side of the table, want to bring forward. IT 
v e  had dealt with this Resolution first, the force of 
inr argument would have been even greater thal? 
when we dealt with the Leave Passages Resoluticll 
last week. The local Civil Servants artA at a dir- 
advantage in respect of Leave Passages as c60mpareil 
with people who are recruited from abrcad. l still 
feel that what is being done here today r-inforces 
our argument on the last occasion. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Actually the money wahich 
we now give covers three and a half. I !ea~~e that to 
the hon. senior member for the C i ~ y  to work out. 
We say; two childrer or four i n  all or fin: in all. 
We are not doing anything extraordinarily differerlt 
from what we did la+ mek.  I am sorry that the 
hon. junior member for Christ Church has raised 
the qunestion of Leave Passages; he i% confusiry 
two things. A part of a man's contract is that you 
pay his passage back home; you may have to pay , 

5 2 0  for al passGtge to England. I repeat that we are 
not doing anything extraordinary; it is merely that 
the amount of Leave Passages givecl n ~ ~ ~ r  does 
cover two children, and this sum of $1,920 will cover 
two children. 

Mr. ALLDER: Why does the Government not 
specify the exact num?)tr of persons whcm an officer 
c m  bring? When YOU say "an officer and his fam- 
ily", do you mean that if he has a distani. cousin or 
Ierother-in-law or sistcr-in-law, he can bring them 
itlong with him? DO you mean an officer alAd his wi?? 
& ~ d  his childrev, or do ~ ~ o u  stretch the term "family' 
wider and include a brother-in-law, a ~ister-in-law 
and relative like tha t?  As the position slands now, 
if an officer feels like bringing along his sister-in- 
law with him7 the Government would have to Pay her 
passage, because the Act says "an offic~br and his 
family. " I do not think that it should be left as wide 
as that ; it should be stated specifically " husbantl 
tlrd wife and children." If an officer wants to bring 
along some other rerative, I do not see wh3- he shou1.l 
not pay the passage of the additiona,l relative or rela- 
tives. 
6.30 p.m. 

I would like the Hon. Premier to define the 
term "family" as inserted in this Resolution. I am 
hoping that the Hon. BEinister will be able to clear i t  
np for me because i t  does appear somewhat confus- 
ing. P'ersonally, if he intends stretching it that 
far, I would like to emphasise that I will only be 
willing to pay the cost of passages for the immediate 
relatives of officers. It shouId only include the wife 
and children of such an  officer. I have been told 
that i t  has happened in  the past that the passage of 
an officer's mother was paid. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I am sorry that I cannot 
help the hon. member. I will promise him to draw 
it to the attention of the Governor. It is quite con- 
ceivable that the Governor construes the term 
'-family" as children and a wife. I will enquire 
and let the hon. member know mearly as  possible. 
~rtm put and resolved in. the afiwmatlive without 
division. 

CUSTOMS TARIFF NO. 4 BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the day 
stands in the name of the Hon. Premier: Second 

reading of a Bill to amend the Custom@ Tariff Act, 
1921. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS : Rr. Speaker, t h i c  Bill 
speaks for itself. I will say a t  once that it does not 
go as f a r  as some goverrunents go. It is based upon 
a recommendation by the Regional Economic Com- 
mittee that Custoins duty on motor cars belonging 
to officens transferred from one colony to an- 
other should be remitted in cases where duty has al- 
ready been paid by the officer in another colony. 

Concessions of this nature are granted in all the 
other British West Indian Territories and this Gov- 
ernment considers that similar exemption should be 
granted here. Clause 2 of this Bill seeks therefore 
to amend the second schedule to the Custom Tariff 
Act, 1921, so as to permit a n  officer transferred to 
the Public Service of this Island and who is required 
to keep a car for the perTormance of his official 
duties, to import a used motor car upon proof to the 
Comptroller of Customs that duty has already been 
paid in another British colony. I beg to move that 
this Bill be now read a second time. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMJMINS : I beg to second 
that. 

Mr. LEWIS:  Mr. Speaker, -1 take i t  that we 
are  just coming into line in  fhis matter with other 
British West Indian Territories with which a t  some 
future date we will federate. But. Sir, I would like 
to call attention to the fact that  we have the plural 
here in the new para,graph when it comes to motor 
cars, and we do not know wKat the limit is to be. I s  
there any limit to a n  officer bringing i n  motor cars? 

he bring in six motor cars? I think you 
d o u l d  say ''used motor cam not exceeding one to 
each 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Sir, I do not agree with 
+he hen. member. me principle is not based on a 
man one motor car or ten;  the principle is 
vased on the premise that he has already paid duty 
on the motor car or ca13. suppose he brought 5'0 
motor cars and he paid duty all of them 
should he pay duty on them again; that  is the whole 
idea of this  ill. 

As i t  stands now, you grant certain people in the 
Public Service certain privilegas. You allow peo- 
ple in United Na,tions certain things to be brought 
in duty free. You that because it is your 'pinion 
when people are working on behalf of a Government, 
they should have certain privileges . This is just 
the same as your granting pensions to people who re- 
tire in the Service. I am sure that  you will not pass 
a law in  here '&&ing that  anybody who works in 
Bridgetown for a certain mlaq shall be entitled to 
leave passage. You will not pass that law but as 
this is the Public ServiZe, you pass certain laws per- 
taining to -Civil Servants. Of course, every car can- 
n0.t be brought in  duty free. If i t  is a mistake that 
you have "motor cw3" and you do not mean that, 
you can amend it. I repeat the whole idea of this is 
because you can grant the privilege to  the person to 
bring in  something free of duiy and because you do 
not want him to pay duty twice on something. You 
do  not want him to pay duty on something in another 
West Indian col6ny and to bring it here and pay duty 
on i t  again. Certainly you would not want some- 
body to pay duty twice on a pair of shtes. [A 
VOICE: That is a different matter.1 I t  is only 
different now because we are not in a Federation vet. 
m a t  is the idea of collecting duty on these things 
if the nerson haq alreadv paid duty on them. The 
idea is that he should not pay dnty to  you aJso. 
6.40 p.m. 

Hon. G. H. ADARIS: I was aboilt, to i n t e r r n ~ t  
+h'e hen. member. A17 this is explained if he reads 
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the  Act. The car mubt be for official dil ty;  if lie 
brings two cars he can only use one to r  of;icial duty 
In paragraph two it leads "required for  the per- 
iormance of their o&ial duties;" and  not the car 
tha t  the  wife sprees about with. That is what \VC 

were asked to  do and  we have done it. There 
only be one car. 

T h e  question t h t  .'he Bill be rend a second tinu 
was put and resolved in the  affirmative witholit 
divisiovz. T h e  House weat  ilzto Committee M r .  
S M I T H  iv t  the Ohair. 

Hon. G. H. ADBMS: Before any other Ordel 
;S taken, I crave the inclulgence of thc Honse to mak- 
an explanation and  apology. 

Mr. S P E A K E R :  :'ou lnust go into Conlmittt~c. 
on this. 

Hon. G. H. AD~'L~\IS: I f  I might do l t  i n  tilt 
House, however, the questicm pu t  to me by the hon. 
member for  St. Gohn is answered in  the order. l 
locked a t  it so long ago and I did not realise nc 
had to  alter it and w4e said a man's wife allcl children 

I beg to  move that, Your Honotlr do now leaye 
?he Chair and the House go into Ccmmi?tee. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg 
that. 

qzbestion was pzct and itb the 
afirnzatiae withoqct division. 

Ho'lbse went inlto Cfoml)littec, illr. SfllzTH 
in the CFair. 

Clause 1 was calleci' md passed. 
Clause 2 toas called and passed. 
HOP. G. H .  ADP.l.!S: I would just li!re to scby 

th is  point is carefully considered beea.l\e there i. 
a t  least one colony iii which officers (10 not P?- duty 
at, iill on their ram so that  if a person is trilii~ferrc.~l 
to that colony from darbados it would ~ ~ o t  be fair  
'0 give him exemption from duty 5ecauqe it is not 
the mere faet that hp goes with a car, hut he goet' 
with a car already paid for. 

Mr. L E W I S  : Mr. Chairman, I woi~!c~ like tli 

,riiow if this is how !he other people do it, becausr> 
here the officers need e car for the perfornlance c t  
public duties and thq.  come under the Travelling 
~ l l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~~t ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ t i ~ ~ ~ ,  but if the comptroller 
,,f Customs were to i7,terpret this strictly, then th. 
l>ermanent secretary to the Premier conl,l bring 
his car in, because he is not a n  wh3 is acklloW. 
ledged by this GovPrament as needing a car. A\ 
regards the ,point abollt duty when we federate ilJ 
this place, suppose we support federation on a, per- 
centage of Customs, people will colne from the whole 
a rea -  but  me could not let people pay duty oil car3 
in Venezuela and let them come herp lTithout pay- 
ing custqms duty.. I f  he is transferrecl fyom Dem- 
ersra  he will pay it i n  the  end in Frderatio11. [ all1 
just hoping, Sir, that this is worded o111.y in  a ma? 
that a n  officer ~vould be able to get i ~ :  his car 
because T understand that anybody for whom go\-- 
ernnient feels that travelling is necessary in  the per- 
formance of his duties, is scheduled i n  Some way or 
the other and therefore entitled to get a n  advance 
to buy a car ;  but as  I was saying, there is a n  officer 
I know inthe office of the Premier and I am sure 
that  this would tend t o  apply t o  him because 
hp would have to get :o work a t  a certain time-h- 
migh* live off the bus route-and if lie i.; off the 
bus ronte, now tha t  Government is rllnning it he 
might not be able to get a bns, or i t  might be raininq. 

Hownever, Sir, I hope there is no clifficwlty, but 
I do not like the idra of the Other Place a l w a y ~  
correcting these difficulties for us. This is goilig to 
tiring down some heari burn  and  some tronble and 
~t means t l ~ p y  will have t o  get travelling allowancr. 

Hon. G. H.  ADAMS: When thi.: matter cam*. 
before Executive 1 think me thought we slionld 
hzve strings attached. Tn consequence nr: sent cablei 
around the West Indins and as a reslllt had discus- 

bions with the Attorney General and  the Corny- 
troller of Customs and we agreed with the Leeward 
lslands who said that a n  officer transferred a r  
seconded from one residelice to  another dnd who is 
reyuired to maintain a car for the perforinance af 
ois duties will get exempted from d u t y  on a used 
ear or motor cycle; St Vincent said the l~ractice in 
clainaica is theirs; St. Lucia said they agree in priu- 
.ple, Trinidad said that  exemption from Customc 
duty is already g r a n ~ r d  to a persoil transferred to 
another country who 1 ;  required to provide a motnr 
vehicle. So you sera wc are  also saying i t  must be a 
(o r  for official duty. 

Mr. LE1frIS: Mr. Chairman, I an1 scrry I have 
to bring a specific case to the Hoa. Premier, but 
would he tell us whe~her  his Permanent Secretary 
1:-ould be able to get in a car if he were transferred 
froin Dominica or St.  Lucia? Would the terms cover 
a case like tha t?  l ant sorry to  m a k ~  a sj:eciiic cabe 
out it ~vonld clarify 111. position. L170ul:l he say his 
Permanent Secretary is required to ha1.e a car f ~ , r  
the performa~lce of hi; official duties? 

Hon. G. 13. ADAJIS: I do not think the wordi~?g 
ls intended for  that, but I would be inclined to sap 
that it should be in  favour of any  Permanent Secre- 
tary to apy Minister for that reawn. 1X;ith &Tinis- 
terial system all sorts of things may be necessary. 

A[illister Illay a Secretary to visit 
xnd I would say that- the wording might reasonably 
l o n s t r ~ ~ e  to cover thew, because I lrqow it, has hap- 
oened sometimes; a n 3  I have lcpo~in niembers cf 
the  civil Service, secretaries, alld 
ihinlr erell ~ ~ ~ i ~ t ~ ~ ~  out lI,itll 
~!~il1isters using ,!leir cars an,? they are 
filltitled to allolvallce, but I ,voald be 
iltclilled to say that a visitor comil,F to ,be islan,i 
should be allowed cu ,toms duty. Accor~jng to the 
exact M~ordillg, Trinid*j,i lllalies a distillctiol, betwc,>ll 
a person mho has a ear aiid a person \\h0 &as to 
have ollc, 

p.lll. 
Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I quite agrw with t h e  

hon. iuember. The Attorney General wonid really 
have to do a little bit of stretching mider our prese:it 
circumstances. I cannct see him hav;ng ~ . l ~ o u g h  elas- 
ticity to say "all of ?@U officers are sc:heduled for 
toe purpose of tra~~C?llillg allowan~e," and he 
$.~illg to create aq interpretation outside of that to 

that the Goveriln~ent of Barbados cloes not say 
"You are required to  13ave a motor car," but  t h e  
~ 4 t t o r l l e ~  General Can say under this Act that YolJ 
fhould have one. AS f a r  as  1 can see, if you arcb 
piviilp this privilege, it should coilform with your 
Travelling Allowance Act ;  if YOU are p0il1.g to g r a ~ t  
these officers that, lT-141 do so. 

I lrnovin that  somc people have rnotor cars, anrl 
they do not use then1 if it is raining. T!ic;v do 1)ci 

;et ally Travelling Allowance, and  it is easier for 
them to catch a bus \;?hen the rain is falliag, t h d ~ ~  
io r  them to have t1,o trouble of c1rivii.g througli 
the rain and skidding on the roads. I agree 114 h 
the hon. jtlnior member for the City th:,t if it is 
put  in the Schedule for Travelling Allowance, I do 
not see how you are going to prevent -anv officer 
from getting it. An Assistant Secretary may he 
transferred from Grenada to  Barbados anit he might 
have a car ;  an As~iqtafit Secretary does not need a 
ray, because he is not called upon to rravel. If a 
Jlinister wants hini 1 , )  travel, the Minister must 
?et a car for him. T would say that this privilege 
should apply t o  thosc who a re  scheduled ; if they 
are  not, scheduled, tht.11 they should not get it. The 
('hief Secretary is not scheduled a s  a n  oscc-r umdcr 
the Act, bu t  the Chief Secretary owns a car and h? 
will get at1 allowance for travelling. I f  this matte: 
is left as i t  is now, it mill create difficulties fo r  
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r,%cers who are not getting ally Travelling Allow 
ance and the Attor1lc.y General may interpret it 
In a way which is not in accordance with the prae- 
tice. I quite agree with the hon. junior member 
for  the City that t h ~ s  matter should be specified 

Xr. LEWIS:  1 am hoping that tlir E1011 
Premier will give this matter some atteiition before 
it goes to the Other Place. This is .a specific perogn- 
tive of this House; to exempt people fmm Custon~s 
i'uties is a most seriovs thing. You have just com- 
mitted an  unpardonab!e thing to let the Execut i~e  
Comniitte confer rights and privileges on people 
vho are given exemptions. I would be willing to 
aay definitely that it: the particular case quote.1, 
I would be willing to give the exemptioil This mat- 
rer will need some aftention, because it looks as if 
~t will be linked up with something like the loatls 
for  the purchase of motor cars and CO on. The 
moment i t  comes to the question of a rrplttcemeut, 
the officer is going to get a loan; this iq a matter 
.of dealing ~ 4 t h  the revenue of this Colony, and 
rherefore i t  is a mat:.c.r for this Hoilse. Whether 1; 

i s  specifically stated lliat somebody is extmpted or 
not, you have to comca back to this Hoi~sc in order 
to get back duties which have been paid 

The question thns Clause 2 stand part of 2/1e 
Bill was pzct and resolved in the affirmative with- 
out division. 

On the motwn, of Hon. G .  $1. AT)AAI:J, second12d 
by Hon. Dr. H .  G. H .  CUMNINS, the CHAIRMAN 
reported the pssing o; the Bill in Con:fin;tee. 

Mr. SPEAKER rcuamed tlze Chair and reportr rr' 
accordingly. 

On motion6 of Hon. G. H .  AIJAMS,  secondivi 
by Born. Dr. H. G. H .  C'UMk!LNS in each cue,  the 
Bill was read a third time and passed. 

CURRENCY BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
also stands in the name of the Hon. I'remier :- 
To move the second r ~ a d i n g  of a Bill t3 anlend the 
Currency Act, 1950. 

Hon. G. H. ADLMS: Mr. Speaker, this Bill 
has been circulated sc; long ago that hon. members 
rnay have forgotten what it is all about. T will there. 
fore read the "Objec:? and Reasons." They are as 
follows :- 

"Under the preseut provisions of the Currency 
Bet, 1950, no part o. the Currency Fund, inaiu- 
~a ined  by the Currency Board for the ledemptiotl 
of currency issued by the Board, nlay F.c invested 
in locally issued securities of the Governlnents oi 
the territories coming wjthin the Bcsrd's sphere of 
operations. 

The Governments of the terrildries concernt2d 
<:lid the Secretary of State have agreed, however, 
:hat there is no objection to the investment, within - prescribed limits, of a part of the fund in such local 
:.ecuriti~s. 

This Bill seeks therefore to amend +he Currency 
Act, 1950, so as to permit such investmt~nt up t n  
21 limit of two million five hundred thouqancl pouncls, 

C 
which represented, on 31st December, 1!154, twenty 
per cent of the Fund. This amount may however be 
revised from time to time by  joint actioi~ of ~h~ 
Governors of the territories concernec!, with the 
approval of the Secretary of State. 

Broadly speakirp these steps are designed to 
tnable a suitable propcrtion of the currency backiny 
t o  be invested in l ~ a n s  raised 1or;ally to financv 
development projects, while a t  the same time pre- 
rclvirg public confide~ce in the currency itself." 

I do not think i t  is necessary for me to say any- 
4 thing more. It dependzq on what way yov look a t  it 

Perhaps on the occasion when the Act was passed 
not have any faith in the financial stability of the 
area; therefore it was your feeling that this Cur- 
rency Fund should be invested in places outside 
the Caribbean area. Kow, i t  rnay be felt that that 
can be relaxed, but that there should be still safe- 
guards; therefore provision is made fcr the stun 
set out here to be invcsted locally and you say that 
it should not be more than 20%. T nlsy say that 
much correspondence on this matter has passed bc- 
twsen the Governments concerned and it has been 
discussed a t  length bcfore we have agredd on these 
Sgure~.  I beg to move that this Bill be now read a 
~econd time. 
:'.0Q p.m. 

Hon. M. E:. COX: I beg to second that. 
IMr. LE,WIS: Mr. Chairman, I take i t  that 

this is the only Curreilcy Board in  the Eastern Car- 
ibbean and this Bozlru will be able to issue debeu- 
tures for this money. Ferhaps since they have ~ t a r t e d  
to reprint the Official Gazette, it will be probably 
interesting for members to know that at prcsexl~, 
British Caribbean notes in  circulation amounts 19 
$57,554,760.50.. Now;  he demonetizod Trinidad and 
robago Government notes outstmding amount t o  
$827,357.00 : demonetized British Guiana Government 
qotes outstanding $302,855.50 and demonetized Bar- 
bados Government notes outstanding $78,119.d0, 
making a total demonetized Government notes out- 
standing of $1,208,331.50 thus making the total 
in  circ~~lat ion on 1st. April, 1956 of $58,763,092.00. 
You czln see that we have in the short time 
tohat we have ( h e n  issuing notes ( I  am not 
ta&ing of the Currency Board, I am talking of 
the three Government,) the amount of $1,208,331.50 
in demonetized notes. As I have said on a previo~u 

I occasion, these notes pre very scarce, nobody se+s 
them, and they still have them in cjrculalion. so I 
tup,pose i t  may ble said that we can let them go 
ahead and borrow some of this morey. 

Mr. Chairman, I would just like to aclr the Hor. 
Prcmier a question. Heve I understood him to say 
?hat  thiq £2% millioii is 201% of the total amount 
which you are authorised to pay up  in local secur- 
ities? I suppose the Barbados G0vernmer.t is look- 
ing for some of that. Are they goirg to allow* it to 
be taken up proportiaiiately 7 For instame, will we 
get a proportionate a ~ i o u n t  equal to our gains f r o ~ n  
the Treasury? There is a law saying how much wu 
shall get. Will Trinidad be able to borrow more .)f 
this money than the oilier colonies, or will whoevt?r 
gets paid first gets the most? Perhaps the Currency 
Board may regulate that. 

However, Sir, I am saying that i t  is one of these 
things which you have to be careful about. You are 
responsible to the people for it and if it is invest- 
ed and you lose it, ~ o u  will be placed in an  a,wk- 
ward position. I take i t  that the loam1 raised by 
the Barbados Government are guaranteed by the 
British Government so you have an interlocking 
position and in case anything happens you will get 
back your money. 

This is one of the things ufhwfhich if the honoura- 
ble senior member for St. Philip were here now he 
would have been able to let us know all about aur  
having a State Bank. If wu have a bank responsi- 
ble and not the Currency Board, the charter of the 
Bank would make this type of loan investment and 
i t  would be able to  do some other things too, such 
as the taxes which we cdlect on other things. Tihis 
is a piecemeal thing, I suppose, until we get our 
own State Bank. 

I Mr. BARROW: The contracting terms under 
vjhich Barbados, British Guiana, Trinidad and 
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Tobago and all the otiher Islands of the Windward 
Island group came, caused to come into effect tne 
Currency Act of 1950, whereas before that date on 
which the Act came into operation you had foreign 
Ban& i n  these territories. I use the word "for- 
eign" advisedly because you had the Royal Bank 
of Uanada, the Canadian Bank of Commerce, Bar- 
clays Bank, the Bank of Nova Slcotia and the Mar- 
tins Bank in  some of the territories issuing notes in 
1937, as f a r  as I remember, under the Bank Note 
Act. 
7.10 p.m. 

You had the Government of Trinidad and 
Tobago and the Government of Barbados also is~uing 
notes under statutory authority. Now the one sig- 
nificant feature about the issue of notes by any of 
those bodies or Governments was this (and the posi- 
tion has not changed) : that for every dollar that mas 
sssued, there had to be a sort of guarantee fund of: 
four shillings and two pence sterling in  securities. 
I n  other words, Mr. Speaker, there never was, never 
has been and there is not what is known in the United 
Kingdom as the Issue Department of England ~ v h i ~ b  
as you know has two functions, the chief being the 
Issue Department; there never has been, never 11-as 
and there is not such a device as the Fiduciary 
Issue in the West Indian territories. h'ou- this is 
what, like most things, he does not understand. Yht 
honourable member for St. Joseph would choose i~ 
cail i t  a disauvantage with an object and with a 
moral attached to it. I n  the United Kingdom with d 

fiduciary issue of &1,300.,000,000 and Mr. Speaker, 
if members of the House might permit, 1 will dilate 
to explain what I mean by that - they haw 
~1,300,000,000 of notes loose: that is, there IS 

liothing to back them u p  a t  all and the fiduciary issue 
has become possible because despite the economic out 
look of Mr. Winstoll Churchill, England declded t u  
go back to the gold stmdard. When the couiitries in 
Europe were on the gold standard, every pound had 
to be backed up by an equivalent amouiit of gold and 
when they went on to the gold exchange standard tlir 
vaiue of an ounce was $35 U.S., but one of the main 
reasons why England had to go back to the gold 
standard is a matter of history; they did not ha72 
enough gold coming in and too much going out. The 
result of the economic consequ_ence of Mr. Winston 
Churchill and the Chancellor was the depression 
which unfortunately affected not only the United 
Kingdom and America,, but even the Caribbean 
Area as well. After the depression they decided that 
they would come off the gold standard; and instead 
of backing funds of gold that is, you must have 
enough gold to satisfy everybody rushing into the 
bank and saying. I do not want your bank note, 
which is a promise to pay you so much gold : 
iso they made a, note which is legal tender 
and you are not entitled any longer to go into 

bank in  the United Kingdom and say 
'5" .~Y~ai i t  my ounce of gold7 or "pound" as the e a s ~  
may be. But this is the main point to which I would 
like to draw Your Honour's attention. Speaking 
under correction at this present moment-I do noL 
have a tape machine to keep check on the manipula 
tions of stock exchange of England, but I would say 
some time last week there was 63.257,000,000 in the 
bank, but the amount of notes in circulation noc 
backed up by gold is &1,300,000,000. 

Mr. Speaker, i t  is obvious that the more money 
there is in circulation the more buoyant your eco1:- 
omy is likely to be, although I do not like the idea 
of "buoyant" which rather gives the idea of some- 
thing floating and not going anywhere at  all. If 
you have a little gold and von bark the amonnt 
of notes circulating from week to week bp the 

amount of gold which might 'be in the vaults of the 
Government Savings Bank or the Bank of England 
jcu are restricting the amount of money which 
could be put into circulation from week to week 
and month to month. That is elementary. I do 
not think i t  would take a financiai genius to appre- 
ciate a point like that. I n  other words, if they 
were only 5257,0C0,000 in notes circulating in 
Great Brltain, I would venture to say there would 
not be one-fifth the level of employment currently 
in England. Only one-fifth of the people working 
in England today would be able to work a t  the 
present level of salaries, or to put it mother way 
the level of salaries for everybody working will be 
one-fifth of what it is, because we have S13,000 
million circulating 8rom day to day in fiduciary 
issue whiich is not backed up by anything at  all. 
It is faulty and depends on its acceptance by the 
public and the faith which they have in the Gov- 
ernment. Hence when you tie an  amount of money 
wqch you have in  the country down to some com- 
pletely unrealistic ccmdition as you are doing here 
right now, you are restricting the economy of this 
coudt'ry and I have pointed that out to the Gov- 
ernment before. If we have a Caribbean Currency 
Board, instead of saying in the Currency Act 1950 
thbt for every dollar note or $4.80 there musb 
necessarily be m deposit with the Crown Agents 
for the colony a similar amount invested in Trustee 
Security, we are gearing our economy in Barbados 
to one fifth of what it is in the United Kingdom 
and people in Barbados are surprised that the 
standard of living is so more lamentable than iu. 
the United Kingdom. I t  is as simple as all that 
because we say $or every dollar note you are going 
to have four shillings two pence on deposit in  Eny- 
land. It is no use to us hew. Apart from Jamaica, 
110 member of the public in Trinidad or Barbados 
or British Guiaina goes into any bank unless you 
are travelling to Jamaica, and demands the four 
shillings two pence or the pound note, but even 
il' they did, that pound note in the last analysia 
is based on the fiduciary issue in  England. In 
other words, the West Iadian Governments are 
backing up paper with paper; but everything en- 
bures to the benefit of the United Kingdom citizens 
and not to the peopie here a t  all;  therefore, i t  is 
high ,time that we got some people here in the 
West 1ndi.s who understand something about inter- 
national baaking today. The honourable senivr 
member for St. Philjp and I have advocated so 
many times the setting up of a bank with an Issue 
Department as in England, or to do as Americans 
have done by setting up eleven federal banks with 
power to issue notes over and above the sterling secur- 
ities deposited with the Crown Agents of the coloiiies, 
and Mr. Speaker, in an  underdeveloped area like 
the West Indies where we live I suggest that we 
can certainly afford to inflate our currency by 
200% 
7.20 p.m. 

For every pound sterling we have in  our securl 
ties, we sh ,o~~ld  be able to issne $14.40 in Britisk 
Caribbean Currency Notes in the West Indies. It 
is only by injecting that currrency in  the Colony, 
that we will be able to provide that dynamic stimu- 
lus which this area so sadly needs, and provide jobs, 
and the low rate of interest which any under-devel- 
oped area in  t>he world needs from time to time. I 
do not think, Mr. Speaker, that this Government 
has given any thought at all to  a problem of that 
kind, because nio attempt has been made by the Gov- 
el-nment to amend the Currency Act, 1950, to give 
the necessary stimuli to the economy which I have 
advocated and wkich, we all know, we sadly need. 



This idea thqt we must have British Treasury Stx 
cllrities and British Treasury Notes, pound tor 
pound and dollar for dollar for every Eastern Carib- 
bcan Note we have in circulation in the area, is largr- 
1y responsible for the existing state of &airs, be- 
cause the responsibility is not due to ally inhemnt 
clefects in our physical or psychological make-up 
rJr to any original sin 011 the part of the people in th : 
Caribbean; i t  is d ~ . .  to the shortsi,ohteclnes., alld t h ,  
stnse of imperialistic inferiority on the part of the 
Leaders of the Governments of the Caribbean today. 

l am very glad to see that the Chief Minister of 
Jamaica is strongly in favour of a Federal Bank ancl 
a Jamaican B&. We have a Governnlent Bank in 
Earbados presided over by hard working, honest 
straightforward and capable clerical officers, who have 
no experience in banking a t  all. That is not t h e ~ r  
fault, because they move up through the process of' 
nlusical chairs which are in the Government Service 
m d  no effort is made to have the Officers in the 
Government Savings Bank, or eden the Financial 
Secretary properly trained and properly advised j 11 

r~a t te rs  of international banking. It is our intenticln 
on this side of the House to do everything in our 
power to tuleash the financial energies of Barbadds 
in particular and the West Indies in general; W 
bLave got to do so, and pave the u ~ y  towards a more 
prosperous economic future for the pwple of thir 
Island. 1 would like to advise the G;overnment-at- 
though they pretend they know all about it already. 
and sometimes they cannot understand, like the HOP, 
3linister of Trade-to start thinking seriously about 
these things. I am concerned with the man in the 
street, as to whether he is given a fair break, azlti 
lTith all that hamall ingenuity can devise in order 
to aRord him a better standard of living. Even 
although the present Government, unworthy as they 
are, use any ideas that have been put forward by me, 
and pretend not to have derived any inspiration 
therefrom, i t  will be of little and to 
me because I feel I would have discharged my duty 
towards the people whom I am supposed to represent. 

~h~ qrlestion that this   ill be now rmd a 
time was put and resolved in the affirmative withozct 
division. 

On the moiio.n o f  zon, G. H .  ADABI~ ,  seconded 
by M .  E. cox, Mr. Xpeaker l e f t  t he  
and the  House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. 
SMITR be in^ in the Chair. 

Clause 1 was called and passed. 
Clause 2 was called. 
Hon. G. H .  ADAMS: I beg to move that Clause 

2 stand part of the Bill. 
Hon. M. E. COX : I beg to second that. 
Mr BARROW: In this Clause we are amendin& 

Clause 7 of the Currency Act, 1950, which states:- 
"The Board shall issue on demand to any persol, 

desiring to receive currency notes in the Island, cur- 
renor notes to the equivalent value (at the rate of 
One four and two pence) 
m sterling lodged with the Crown Agents in London 

the said person, and pay On demand through 
the Agents any Person desiring to receive 
sterling in London the equivalent value calculated 
as  aforesaid of currency notes lodged with the Eoard 
m the Island by the said person: 

Provided that- 
(a)  no person shall be entitled to lodge wit11 

the Crown Agents or the Board, as the case 
maybe, less than such minimum sum as may 
from time to time be prescribed for the pur- 
pose of obtaining currency notes or sterling 
as the case may be, and 

I (b) the Board shall be entitled to charge and 
l e w  from any person obtaining currency 

notes or sterlng commission a t  such rate or 
rates as the Board may think fit, not exceed- 
ing three quarters per centum and in aZldi- 
tion to the cost of any telegrams sent by thc 
Board or by the Crown Agents in connection 
with any transfer as above described." 

Then in Sub-Clause 2 i t  states:- 
"The Board may, a t  i ts option, issue and re- 

ceive coill in the same manner and subject to tne 
5:tme conditions as are prescribled in sub-section (1) 

this section for the issue and receipt of currency 
notes.ll 

You will note the language of the section. It 
sayb the Board issue on demand,l ; that is 
clear and unequivoca:. and I would go sc, far  as to 
.Gay that i t  imposes a duty on the Board to pay un 
demand currency noted a t  the rate whi,:!~ is stated. 
But we are now adding to that section b3 Clause 2 
of this amending Bill. This Clause statos :- 

"The Principal Act is hereby ame~citd by t h y  
insertion after sectiou seven of the following new 
hection:- 

7A. The Board in its discretion may issue cur- 
rency notes t' the market of 
:.c>curities of or guarantees by any of the participa- 
ting ( h ~ w n m e n t ~  lodged with the Boilrtl a t  its 
headquarters a t  Trinidad as part of such a 
tra"fiaction as is ~ e r m i ~ t e d  by proviso (a)  of Pars- 
graph (4) of Article 3 of the Agreement contained 
ln the First to this Act." 

30 Pm. 
Mr. Chairman, I was saying that by Paragraph 

TA, the Board in its tliscretion may issue currency 
notes to the eq~ iVa le*~ t  market vallle ?f securitie. 
of 0' guarantees by any one of the 

lodged with a t  its head- 
Cl~arters a t  Trinidad as part of such a transactivn 
"S is permitted by p ro~ i so  ( a )  of (4) of 
Article 3 of the Agreement c0rtaint.d rrr the Firrr 
schedule to this Act." NOW, Sir, paragraph (4) of 
-4rticles 3 states this. "The Fund may be invested 
in  sterling securities of or guaranteed by the Gov 

of any part 0E the British Empire (except 
:he participating Governments) or such othar 
~ecurities, as, with the approval of the Secretary a$ 
State, may be selected ky the Cmwn Agents." 

Sir, you will notcm two things there. You will 
note, first of all, that the Board has power to invest 
its funds in any Colonial Government territory other 
than the Colonies of the participating Governments. 
That means that we do not have confidencse in onr- 
selves. It goes further. It says that the Cromn Agents 
for the Colonies are the people who will decide 
where the money will be invested. I n  othrjl words, if 
I may a phmsc the P O O ~ L a n '  in Eng- 
land in 1834 or thereabouts, the five 'bashavrs' of t h e  
Currency Board are nothing more than five cashiers 
because here it is: you have part icipat i~q Govern- 
merits saying that they do not have 
themselves; they cannot invest in the islae,j 
or territories, they will have to se,-d it to South 
S r i c a  or somewher? outside of the territories to 
invest it, although thw have appointecl Currency 
Commissioners~ Of we have appointed decrepit 
Civil Servants and we are saying dc not hava 
any confideme in them, therefore we cannot invest 
the money in the area. On the other hand, we talk 
about West Indian Nationhood, Federation and all 
that sort of thing. 

I would like to ask the Hon. Pralmier this qnes- 
tion. Why put  in all this rigmarole as is containrd 
in Paragraph 7A when you can do that hy omitting 
:out- words in Paragrzph (4) of Article 88 All yoii 
have to do is to omit the four words ir brackets 
" (except the participating Governments? " alld that 



would achieve the object which t3e hon. senior 
member for St. Joseph says is the avowed intention 
of this Government ta  accomplish. I ~ s t n a d  of thit,, 
they have made ",e watter more comp!lcated 
adding paragraph to paragraph 7 of Ihe  Act <lf 

1950. All they really needed to do was to delete the 
four words "except the participating Governments, ' 
which occur in paragraph 4 of Artic13 3 of that 
Act. To make i t  doubly absurd, they g9 a t  a later 
stage and substitute a paragraph to .4rticlc 4 stating 
that the Fund may be irvested in sterling 5ecuritie.3 

or guaranteed by Government of ally of H , , ~  
Majesty's Dominions 01 of any territory under Hsr 
Majesty's protection or of any territorl admiria- 
tered by the Governlent of any part cif Her 
Majesty's dominion under the trusteeship systeln of 
the united ~ ~ t i ~ ~ ~  or such other securilit-s as th.: 
Crown Agents, with the approval of the Secretary 
of State, may select. All of that could bc achieved 
by the device which I stated in the last few moments; 
that is, by deleting words 6 bexceFt the participrt- 
ting Governments." 

Mr. Chairman, 1 t,jlink that this legislation of 
this Currency Board n a y  have had .a sort of g o d  
begivning and good inspiration behind ;t, but I 
think the time has come when wz will have 
definitely consider the setting up of a Kational Bank 
and vesting the power in the Fedcral Governrn5rlt 
to issue money without all this confused legislation 
such as we are enacting today. Although \fle have i 
Currency Board, and although we h a w  E a s t t v  
Caribbean Currency, it is only within the last thr-e 
months that the Govelnment of Jnma ic~  has hat1 
enough confidewe to accept these currnricy notes, 
tied as they are to the British pounti in Jalfiaica. It 
does not mean that the Eastern Caribbean mtes have 
made any impression or  the currellcy qituntiol1 i l 
Jamaica because the pound sterling ;S still th13 
recognised means of exchange betwecm cu-.lome~ 
trader, between bank and bank and het~vstn bniinc,, 
legislation would come down for us to ~ P D I ( I V L  all thii 
house and business hoilse. 

I do hope that a t  an  early dab- c o ~ n p r f h e n a ~ ~ c ~  
nonsense which the Government has brcught l11 

to-night for the Statute Rook. Give us something up011 
which we can look with an amol~ilt of resper~~, 
admiration and hope. 

Thc  question that  Cla/use 2 starid p@"t w ( r ~  p : [ :  
a?ld ~esolved in the uf f i rmat ive  without n'i19ision. 

Clause 3 m d  4 wer r called separn t~ ly  cnd passeri. 
On motion, of Hen) G. H.  ADAPZX, seconded ,I 1 

M .  E. COX, Mr .  CHAIRMAV r P ~ 3 0 r t p r 7  

pnscilig of the Bill in Committee. 
1-r. SPEAKER resunzed the Chair nncl ~c 

ported acoor&%gly. 
On separate motions o f  G. H A S I ) ~ J , , : ~ ,  

seconded b y  Hoa. M. E. COX, the Rill ~itnc rear1 (1 

third time and passeu. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Iron. (3. H. ADMITS: Mr. Speaker, I beg t o  
move that this House do now adlourn for thr,'? 
quarters of an hour. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
The quest& m s  put a d  resolvrif i n  t;lr 

a f f i rmat ive  withoz~t d:p:tsion8 and 1Kr. PIJEAKEi1 
adjourniecl the  House accordingly. 
'7.50 p.m. 

On, re-assemb1;ng. 

EXPORTATION REGULATIONS 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMlWINS: Mr. Spealrer, [ 
now ask leave to deal with Order No 11, as 
next Order of the Day. 

There beinlg no objectiom leave :#as g? ilnted tht  
Hon. Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the day 
stands in the name of the Hon. D/Linister ior Trado:, 
Industry and Labour to move the passing of the 
following &solution: "Revlution to sanction the 
RRgulations entitled "The Exportation !Dramback 
of Duties on Cylinders containing Locally Manu- 
factured Gases) Regulations, 1955';. 

Hon. R. G. IUPP:  Mr. Speaker, this Resolu- 
tion is to sanction the Regulations named in the 
Addendum. This Company which is a Pioneer Com- 
pany was under the Trade Act (Drawback of Duties) 
(No. 4) Notice, 1955, guaranteed Drawback on the 
' i u t ~  of 'ylinders by it. These Regula- 
tlons are to control effectively the refund of 

On these cylinders and were drawn up by tlz2 
C ~ l n ~ t r o l l e r  and approved by the ~overnor-nl-  
Executive Committee. This Resolution j: seeking 
the sanction of the House of Asse~nbly as to theaz 
Regulations. I t  is very simple, more administrati~c. 
than anything else, and I beg to move that this 
Sesolution do pass. 

Hon. M. E.  COX. I beg to second tLat. 
Mr. BLLDER: Mr. Speaker, speaking in respect 

to these companies which are given sucl, conaesslo,s 
this Hesolution asks for, i t  is not sufficient to 

pxempt them from certain taxation, but 10 see thab 
such relief does not limit itself to the Directors of 
'hese Companies and that part  of such benefits 
~nou ld  be passed on to the consumers anrl the geH- 
.-ral public. We have had the experi?nce here, sir,  
~ h a t  where certain exi..rnptions have beell providotl 
;or such companies and such concessions, i t  did not 
,aause the commodities which these conz;y~anies pn)- 
auced to be sold cheaper to the col,sm2cr nor di,l 
+he employees of sucl.i companies benefit, I take it 
 hat when Governn~ent decided to mcbke cc, tain taxa- 
tion exemptiolzs to these companies, the pui.yose wnq 
for the ass:stance 01 such companies to carry 
their trade and it was also expected that their colll- 
11lodities would reach cc.mpetitive also 
that the employees enzployed by buch companies 
would be able to get L\, living wage. have in lnirl,j 
a, particular colnpany and that is the Cotton AEills 
which wc have ~ons ide r~~b ly  subsidised over the past 
couple of years. KO company, Sir, in this islalld 
which has benefited fro111 taxation exemp1ion pays 
!or. lt, employees. 

31r. LEITIS: 1 rise on a point of Order. I have 
a l:esolution, Sir, about these hgulations, but I 
~ ~ ~ o u l c l  like to know if there are Regulations that 
have to go along with the Resolution or whether the 
Regulations made last year are to be used. 

Hon. R. Q. MAPP : Mr. Speaker, I will explain 
for the benefit of the honourable senior member for 
St. John. I think that the honourable junior member 
for the City raised a. very relevant point about it, 
because the honourable senior member for St. John, 
1 think, if it is explained to him, will understand; 
but he is on the wrong line. They were laid before 
the House about December, 1955, and this is simply 
a Ile\olntion to sanction the Regulations that the 
hono~trable inember is speaking about. The grantinq 

araTrbaclrs laid ; so any discussion on 
that is not relevant which deals with the adminis- 
trative provi~ion safeguarding drawback of duties 
and to see that they are not misapplied.. If he reads 
the ton of the Xeqolution he will see . . . . 

Pifr. ALLDER: Oh a point of order, Sir, I was 
on mv feet and the hon. junior member for the City 
rote on a point of order, and I do not think the Minis- 
ter is in place to make a speech a t  this stage. 



F 
111 MAY 29, 1956 - - p--- 

Mr. SPEAKEE:  He rose on a point of order 
to explain a matter to the hon. j un~or  member for the 
City. The hon. member may proceed. 

Mr. ALLDER: I am not against the passing o i  
these Regulations, Sir, but what I was trying to do 
was to draw to the Mknister's attention the fallacy 
of giving such companies any income tax or customs 
duty exemption unless he makes sure that part of 
such benefits are passed on not only to the consuming 
public but also to the employzes of such companiei 
and I am observant of the fact . .. 

Mr. LEWIS:  I rise on a point of order. I 
want to know whether after the prorogatioil it is not 
tiecessary for Regulations to be made again. I am 
not clear on the point; I admit i t  may be sheer igno- 
rance 1 am talking, bnt this cannot come into effect 
until that is done. I do not know what the Reqolu- 
lion applies to ;  I cannot remember them, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER*: I think he is right. The 
Regulatioils have to be laid with the Resolution. 
Though the Resolution had been laid last year i t  ap- 
peass as thongh they ~vill  have to be laid again. 

1%. BAltHCi'\TT: hlr. Speakei, on a point of 
Order. As Your Honunr is aware, there are Regura- 
tions and Regulations. I am going into the sense-and 
nonsense of the Regulations, but thc manner in which 
they become law is inaccurate. These Regulatiolls arc 
made under Section 1'77 of the Trade Act, 1910. 
Your Honour will appreciate that certain R e g ~ ~ l a -  
tions like Road Traffic Regulations become lan3 whcl~ 
not disapproved within forty days of both Houses. 
That is a negative way of making Regulations, but 
under the Trade Act there is to be the agreement of 
both Houses of the Legislature and to cut a long 
story short for the benefit of all honourable mem- 
bers, I would like to read Section 177, it reads as 
follows :- 

"The Governor-in-Executive Committee lr~ap 
make rules and regulatioils concerning all or ally of 

% the following matters :- 
( l )  any of the matters or things containeic 

in this Act or any other Act of this Island relat- 
ing to trade or navigation, and in particular con- 
concerning the importation, warehousing, and 
exportation of goods, and the prevention of 
smuggling ; 

2. the entry, stay, and station of any ship 
into and in the harbour of the Mole Head, and 
the fees payable by any ship which loads or nn- 
loads within the said harbour; 

3. the examination, registration, and 
lieensin? of pilots ; 

4. the storing of ballast and ballastinp of 
ships. 

5 .  the fees aiid charges to be exacted a ~ d  
made in respect of any of the foregoing 
matters. ' ' 
XOTT. this is the important and relative section 

of Rule 177. 
"Snch rules and regulations shall be h i d  bef'ore 

the T~egislatilre, and shall when they receired the 
U 

sanction of both Honses of the Legislature. and the 
assent of thc Governor hr legally binding 011 :l11 
persons. ' ' 

N~TT-, this is nothing startlinrr and T would sat- 
C revolntionarr. that is as from vesterrlav to todar aq 

the m~mber  for St. .Josenh would have to sasr. T 
would like to snpnort the hon. iunior member for the 
City on this point. If the Honse aaq prorogl~ed 
after 20th September and notice is not niven bv that 
Minister who tnav not know it in 1956 the Remla- 
tionc: wonld be of no avail or lezal force or validitv. 

S and T think it is a great disconrtesp to the Honqe to 

foist upon us certain drawbacks on a particular in- 
d ~ ~ s t r y  (on which I will talk later) with out printing 
and circulating the Regulations and laying them in 
this Session whether i t  is the last or penultimate 
one, on the table of the House. I counsel the hon. 
senior member for St. Thomas and the senior member 
for St. Joseph to read Section 177. 
8.45 p.m. 

Mr. LEm71S: My point is this: I do not knc-m 
nhether the Regulations have to be made cver again. 
What I am questioning is, whether we can approTc 
them now, or if they died with the last Session. 

Mr. SPEAKER:  I n  section 1'77 of the Trade 
Act, i t  says this :- 

"Such rules and regulations shall be luid before 
the Legislature, and sh.all when they have receivecl 
the sanction of both Houses of the Legiqlaturc, and 
:he assent of the Goveri~or, be legally bi_lc:-ng on all 
persons. " 

These Regulations have now come to us for saw- 
tion; they were laid becore the Legisiaturr-, but thcy 
did not receive either ihe assent of the T~egislature 
or that of the Head of the Administrat;on. There- 
fore I think that these Rkgulations shonld be laid 
again. 

BELLAIRS INVESTMENT TRUST LIMITED 
(TAXATION EXEMPTION) BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER:  The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the Hon. Premier: to move the 
second reading of a Bill to exempt the Rellairs Ia- 
vestment Trust Limited from the pa,yment of income 
tax in respect of the year of assessment 1955. 

IIon. G. H. ADAMS : This Bill, as its " Objects 
and Reasons" show, wi!: exempt from the payment. 
of income tax, in respect of the year 1955. _the Bel- 
lairs Investment Trust Limited. The late Commander 
Kellairs, by his will, left his entire estate to McGill 
:Jniversity to be used in Barbados for the purpos? 
vf research aiid other projects of benefit to this 
Island in particular, and science in genrral. 11h3 
estate is held by the Bellairs Investment Trust 
Limited, incorporated in Barbados, which pays the 
whole income accruing from the estate to the Bellairs 
Zesearch Institute, uhich has been established by 
McGill University ill order to carry out tile w8ishcs 
of Commander Bellairs. We 'have approved in  prin- 
ciple of not calling on %his Research Institute t o  pay 
income tax, and in consequence of the Amendment 
which we passed under the Income Tax Act, the 
of Coinmander Bellairs. We have approved in princi- 
ple of not calling on this Research Institute to pay 
income tax, and in consequence of the Amendment 
which we passed under the Income Tax Act, the Re- 
search Institute was exempt from the payment of 
ineunle tax. 

However, the closing of the accounts of the In- 
stitute and the date f,lr making income tax returns 
5n Barbados do not coincide. As is set out in the 
"Objects and Reasons, ' the Trust closes its accounta 
on the 31st of July in each year, and under the 
provisions of the Inconle Tax Act, the anntlal income 
of the Trust upon which tax is assessed is the income 
actually accruing durixg the year endine; on the 31st 
Ju ly  immediately pre.:eding the year of Pssessment. 
As we know, income lax is paid on inccme earned 
Cn the previous year. I n  respect of the yem of ass.s- 
ment 1955, tax was a~sessed upon the incrrne accru- 
ing to the Trust during the year endinn on 31at 
July, 1954. This income was wholly paid over to  
the ?&search Institute, but not until after 3lst July, 
1954, since the Institute was not established until 
September of that year. Since no payment was 
made during the income year in wl1:ich the income 
accrued, the Trust WPS unable to obtain the exem],- 



tion granted by the Iccome Tax (Amendment) Act, 
(No. 2), 1954. This Bill therefore seeks to relieve 
t h ~  Trust from paying tax on that incomc. 

This is an  easy Bill, and hon. members will 
understand how simple it is. Therefore I beg to move 
that this Bill be now read a second time. 

Hon. M. E. COX. I beg to secoild that. 
Mr. LEWIS: Since this is something which will 

certainly redound to the benefit of Barnados v;,; 
cannot oppose it, but I would like to find out some- 
thing from the Hon. Premier. I take i t  that this Act 
of 1954, (No. 2) applied to the Be1l:tirs people. 
; am wondering if we could not have amended that 
Act, and leave it at that ;  but this is an Act which 
will have to remain c U the Statute Book for ever. 
[A VOICE: It is only for 19551. I hear a member 
of the legal professian say that it only appliea for 
one year; but if you get another Income Tax Corn 
missioner coming her.: dnd he discovc~rs this ~nistakt?, 
he will go back and dcal with the matter 
8.55 p.m. 

Clause 2 reads as follows :- 
"The income of the Bellairs Investment Trust 

Limited assessed by the Commissioner of Income Tax 
for the year of assessment one thousand nine hundred 
and fifty five is hereby declared to be exempt from 
lncome Tax." This cannot be repealed. This has 
to remain so . I am thinking that it wlll not be a 
bad thing if you were to put this in the Income Tax 
Act or rather that you pass a, special Act for them. 
You can put in this and any other thing concerning 
this institute in that Act for them. Giving them 
exemption from customs duty can be incorporated in 
that Act and you can repeal those other Acts which 
you have concerning this matter so that they can have 
an  Act for themselves. I t  struck me as unnecessary 
to have an Act only just to exempt them from Income 
Tax for a particular year. 

Hon. (G. H. ADANS : I took the occasion, 
according to my recollection, when we were relieving 
Bellairs, if not in that same Bill about the same time, 
to help the University College of the West Indies and 
such other institutions which would be construed to 
be of an educational or religious nature by the 
exemption from income tax of any money given to 
carry them on. 

The hon. member will see that the Bellairs In- 
vestment Trust Limited did not come into being 
until Se~ternber 1954 but that it was assessed for 
income tax on the income accruing to the Trust for 
the year ending July 1954 when that income was 
really paid over to the R,esearch Institute. It did 
not come into being until after the period which was 
subsequently assessed. When that assessment was 
made the Institute had three or four months to be 
born: so we have to make this specific exemption. 

I suppose the Bill will be printed in the same 
way some Acts which date back to 1670. Probab- 
ly, in the future the Legsa ture  will have to wipe 
out all those Acts that no longer have any real use. 
That is the explanation why it is done in this way. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I understand 
from the hon. member who just sat down that 
this is exactly in the year when the Government 
allowed expansions for  charitable gifts such as to the 
University College of the West Indies. I invite the 
honourable member to look back at  the Bill for char- 
itable trusts and he will see that that has nothing 
to do with Bellairs at  all. Tn not one instance do you 
exempt persons who are alive and making gifts to 
charitable institutions from Income Tax. 

I think the hon. junior member for Christ Church 
made a substantial contribution not so mnch to the 
Bill as to the debate when he said that this is en- 

tirely different from the amendment to the Income 
Tax Act of 1944 relating to the exemption from in- 
come tax of gifts made to Churches. That is an  
exemption in which you will find that a person or 
company has satisfied the Income Tax Commissioner 
that they were making a contribution to something 
which is designated as a charitable trust so that that 
Institution will be exempt from taxation. As regards 
the present Bill, this is to relieve the Trust itself, 
not the person, from making the actual contribution. 
It is to relieve the Trust from income tax. I may say 
that that Bill has been b a d y  drafted like so many 
of the Bills which have come before the Ilouse in  
the last four years. 

1 think the hon. junior member for the City 
was suggesting that a much more sensible asrange- 
lnent for the amendment was that instead of passing 
an Act to exempt the Bellairs Investment Trust from 
the payment of Income tax in respect of a specific 
year, which as he pointed out will have to remain 4 on the Statute Book of Barbados until the day of 
Judgment--or until this Government is called down 
for their sins of commission or omission-that i t  will 
be a more sensible idea if the Income Tax Act, No. 2 
of 1954 was amended to relate back to the year of 
assessment which in truth and in fact will be the 
income of the year of 1953. I rather deplore the 
fact that every time members on this side of the 
Table through their public spiritedness and the fact 
that their duty to the Island is higher than mere 
party politics, make valua'ble suggestions and con- 
tributions, that persons so ancient i11 Parliament (l 
would not say in experience) as the hon. senior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph, should get np and try to throw 
cold water on the suggestions made. The truth of 
the matter is that they come into this Chamber with- 
out even referring to their files or without the slight- 
est idea of the subject matter of the Bills or  meas- 
nres which they are supposed to introduce. 1 will go 
further and say this, (if the hon. junior memuer for 
St. Philip will allow me to continue; he is making 
loud asides) that i t  is an insult to the intemgence, 

4 
not only of members of this ancient Chamber, ~ u t  to 
the people outside, the man in the street wnom we 
represent, if they get away with that kind or ~ e h a v -  
iour. TJnfortunately for us, by the time this debate 
reaches publication three or four years from now, 
w,e will see substantial modifications of the rash 
statements made by them on that side of the Table. 
9.05 p.m. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I cannot 
see how anybody who has studied law for so many 
years as the hon. senior member for St. George, can 
reasonably make a speech as he made just now. The 
Income Tax Act of 1921 gives certain exemptions 
but they are not enough to cover this case. The effect 
of paragraph 4 of Section 13 of that Act is to exempt 
from tax the income of a society or institution estab- 
lished exclusively for  charitable, religious, educzt 
ti.3na.l or scientific purposes of a plxhlic nature within 

7 
the Island and not carried on for private pecuniary 
profit. 

The Income Tax Act, 1921 gave certain exemp- 
tions which were not enough if you are going to 
cover this case. Exemption from Income Tax is 
granted to a society or institution which is estab- 
lished within the island for  charitable, religious, edu- 
cational or scientific purposes which is not carried 
on by private aid. No exemption from Income Tax 
therefore, if you read these words carefully, could 
be aUowed in respect of individual o r  private trusts 
used for charity. That was an  obvious and logical 
restriction and we felt that  both in  the interest of 
the Bellairs Institute a.nd the existing University 
Colkge of the West Indies, we should so amend the .cc 



Act  so to make i t  possible for  gifts to these 
Institutions to be free from Income Tax. The hon. 
member with that majestic indifference of facts which 
is the beat exponent in  a House that is not com- 
pleteIy devoid of persons like himself has conveni- 
ently forgotten that. The BeWairs Trust gave this 
nioney to the Eeilairs Institute and therefore tile 
Bellairs i ru s t  should not be rilade to pay income 
lax on it. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, on a point of 
Order, I rather admire the remarks expostulated on 
the floor of this House. Nobody over here suggested 
that the Bellairs Institute should pay Income Tax. 
Why should I read the Act and assist him? Wlleil 
he is rnaking the rash statement that the Bellairs 
Institute should not pay Income Tax, that is what 
we are saying. 

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The hon. member is again 
making a speech. The hon. member said we should 
not amend the Act. The Act is put  to cover every 
single individual who makes a gift to the Institution 
for charitable, religious and scientific purposes. The 
& r i c e  which he gives, as so often happens, is worth 
a little less than & gave for it. That is the advice 
the hen. member is giving this House. A11 that 
bappens is that because we assess our Income Tax on 
the income earned in the previous year, this Act 
lvhich was passed in 1954 did not rlelieve the Bellairs 
Trust because i t  was not even in  existence then; i t  
d id  not come into existence unt.il September 1954, 
whereas in 1955 the Income Tax was assessed on the 
income earned by the Trust up  to July 1954. I 
apologise to the House for repeating it, but 111 

view of what the hon. member said after my explan- 
ation, i t  was necessary. It is a bare accident that the 
Institution was not born before the Act which we 
nttempttd to help it by, because i t  is only to be read 

with the principal Act referring t> income of the 
preceding year. I do not think i t  is n~ecessary for  
me to say anything more, Mr. Speaker. I think the 
position should be very clear to all hen. membere, 
including the hon. member who has just sat down 
~ h o  does not want to have it made clear. 

T h e  question that the  Bill be read a second t ime 
was p t  m d  rssolved in, t h e  affirmaltise without 
division. 

Hon. G. H.  ADAMS: I beg to move that your 
Honour do now leave the Chair and the Etouse ga 
into Committee. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
 he q e s t i m  was put an,d resolved in, the  af f i r -  

rnative without dizl.ision,. MT. SPEAKER l e f t  t he  
Chair a.nd the  House went in to  Committee, MT. Xmitk 
being in the Chai?. 

Clause 1 was called and passed. 
Clause 2 was called. I t  reads as foll&wss 
''The income of the Bellairs Investment Trust 

Limited assessed by the Commissioner of Income Tax 
for the year of assessment one thousand nine hundred 
and fifty-five is hereby declared to be exempt from 
income tax." 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if the 
senior member for  St. Joseph would care to repeat 
what he said a t  an earlie1 stage df this Bill. Is he 
saying we are exempting the Inetitute from Income 
Tax in favour of a charitable institution of this kind, 
something which was not in existence? I would like 
this particular thing to be made clear. He said it 

not come under the provision of the 1954-49 
or 1954--50 Act for the brilliant reason advanced 
that i t  was not in  existence, so he is going to pass 
a Bill to  exempt something that  was not in  existence 
in  1954. 

Hon. Q. H. ADAMS: Yon could not have paid In- 
come Tax nnleccn you existed and therefore, i t  is 

tlb~ious that the Gel l~ i rs  i'rust es;s;ed in 1554. l u e  
hcseawh Institute did not exist until Septenuoer, 193-\ 
Bellairs Trust could not have made a gift until  it 
came into existence. The income earned in  1954 was 
later given to the Research Institute, all of it, but 
its income having been calculated i n  1954 they would 
have to pay because as soon as the Income Tax Com- 
missioner assessed it they became liable to it. They 
did not give i t  away a t  the time when they were 
making the a ~ ~ e ~ m e n t ;  that k why I say nobody 
else needs an explanation. 
9-15 P m .  

Mr. BARROW: I do not think that that  is sat- 
isfactory. We know what is going to happen over 
here. No member on this side of the House perhaps 
with the brilliant exception of the hon. junior mem- 
ber for St. Philip (who is in a class by himself) is 
prepared to accept the explanation given by the 
benlor member for St. Joseph because he is saying 
the direct opposite now to the statement which he 

before a t  a different stage of this Bill. He  
'he Bellairs Trust dld not ex~s t  i11 1954, then fie 
cOmes in here in  this par t  of the debate and said the 
&search Institute and the Trust are two separate 
and distinct entities. I n  7 9 5 G 5 5  the funds of the 
Trust were vested in the Bellairs Institute. That, is 
not what came beforn this House last year. 

I n  other words, the gift made to the Research 
institute, from what information we have been able 
to glean from the Government, was vested in the 
kiovernment by the will of the late Commander 
sellairs. The Trust and Institute are one and the 
same thing, and in  the brilliant explanation which 
the hon. member has made, he made th mistake that 
the Trust was handed over to the Institute. I hope 
chat the people who are reporting this debate in- 
aependent of the Official Gazette will take it do- 
ror posterity to read. 

11011. G. 11. ADAblS: I am not doing what, out- 
: ,~de  of this House, I would do when faced ~vith such 
a11 exhibition. I not ollly said what the facts are, but  
1 read thel'Objects and Reasons". Let me read them 
again. 'The late Commander Bellairs, by his will. 
left his entire estate to McGill University to be used 
in Barbados for  the purpose of research and other 
projects of benefit to this Island in particular, and 
science in general. The estate is held by the Bellairs 
Investment Trust Limited incorporated in Barbados, 
which pays the whole income accruing from thL: 
estate to the Bellairs Research Institute on the St. 
Jamles coast which has been estab(1ished by McGlll 
University to implement Commander Bellairs' inten. 
tions." 

How can they be the same thing? The Research 
Institute came i~n~to being in September, 1954, and 
the 'Trust was unable to  obtain the exemption 
granted by the Income Tax Amendment, (No. 2 )  
Act which we passed. The income which accrued to 
'the estate was in their hands for the period for 
which an  assessment was made by the Iincome Tax 
Commissioner; in the year after i t  was liable to 
income tax. The spirt of what we are doing was and 
is such that we are not calling upon them to pay be- 
cause they paid over income to the Research Institute, 
and we specifically passed this Bill in, order that the 
Institute might profit by this amendment to the Act. 
I have only replied to show that the answer to what 
the hon. member has tried to accuse me of is there 
for everybody to read, but he h- made a mischievous, 
slanderous and untrue statement. 

Mr. BARR*OW: I ,m asking that the hon- 
ourable member withdraw those remarks. H ?  
~ ~ I O W S  that the Institute is owned by the Trust. I f  
hc is not going to withdraw the remarks, then I 
will ask you, Mr. Chairwan, to invoke the relevant. 



Rule. If he wants to be abusive, he can go out  
into the district, far ,  f a r  from you, Sir, beoause I 
lacrw you will not tolerate that sort 01 thing. I t  
he is going to  indulge in  the virulent and unpro 
voked abuse i n  which he has indulged, then l wili 
have to ask him co ~vithdraiw the remarks, or ask you 
tu call His Honour the Speaker. I am merely sug 
gestingi to you not to adopt that  recalcitrant atth- 
tide which they adopt on that  side of the flousie. 
l unl now asking that you call upon the honourablt: 
member to withdraw the statement which he ha: 
r;:ade. 

Mr. CIHAIRMA;?; : The honour'able senior 
ltiember for St.  George has objected t o  the words 
u11ich have b&11 usecl by the Hon. Preri~ier. 

Hon. G. H.  ADAJIS:  I do not intend to with- 
d law one word. Subject to any  ruling by you, r 
sby that the statemciit is slanderoos, because it is 
lying, it is mischievous bpcause i t  ib designed to 
I d d  u p  the debate,, and it is untrue because hoi: 
ourable members have only got to read thk ''Object. 
a i d  Reasons" of the Bill to see that it is not true. 

Mr. B A R B 0  \V : l am asking that the words 
br takjen down. Is the honourable member now 
h.~yjl,g that he did not make those remarks? I knoi'l 
that he will be ru~l i l ing t rue to for'in, but is he going 
to say  that he did not make use of thee remarks! 
I repeat: I am asking tha t  the  words be taken down 
T.et His  Honour the Speaker Ire sent for. 

Hon. R. G. M A P P  : Mr. Chairniai1,-- 
Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chzirman7- 
Hon. R. G. MAPP:  Mr. Chairman, I am on 

~ r ~ y  feet. Under what Rule does the honourable 
member want me to sit do11ri11 

Mr. BARBOIT: The honourable member can 
not speak unt i l  you, Mr. Chairman, direct tha t  
those words be taken down. 

Hon. R.. G. UP1 ' :  Why is the honourable 
member interrupting ? 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Let me hear the hononr- 
able member. 

Hon. R. G. SIAPP. On a point of Order. 
Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: On a point of Order. 

I sllbmit to the Chair the honourable nlkmber can- 
not make any  speech until the words are taken 
duwn. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN. Will the ho~~ourable  mekn- 
ber take his seat? Is it the pleasure of the House 
that these words be taken down? 
5.25 p.m. 

Mr. BARROW rose. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: I an1 going to p u t  this to 

+he Committee: is it the pleasure of the  Cornmittbe 
that the words be taken downl  Hon. members in  
~ - t v r i ~ r  will please say "Aye" and those against will 
pit-asp say "No7'. 

Hon. R. Q. I\IAF'P : nlr Chairinan, I woul3 
Ilk13 to ask under what rule does the honourahlo 
n:enlber object? 

N r .  BARROW: Rule 131. 
11~11. R C*. MAPP : T will quoth that R.ul-. 

I t  is as follows :- 
"Tn a Com'mittee of the whole House, the Chair- 

111s11. if i t  appear to be the  pleasure of the Committee, 
 ill direct worils objecteci to, t o  h(. taken down, i.1 

crtler that th qame mar- bp reported to the Honse " 
Mr. BARROW. Are p011 satisfied now? 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: T have pu t  the question. 
Mr.. TJEWTS. Mr. Chni r~ i~sn .  T quite ames  

that thc way for X-on to pct the feelin.. of the Coni- 
mittee is b r  pntting the qnection. 'hit when s i t~ia-  
tions like this arise. i t  should be the privilege of 
hononrable membrrs to do their best to settle the 
difference withoi~t l e t t i n  it run thp fill1 co1trw. 
You can verv well see that  if an  honourabl~ membrr 

sew that he ha.; fhe maioritv wants t o  presq 
the qu'estion that  it is easy to throw a m ~ m b e r  OII+ 

OUSE 
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~t has happened already. I an1 not criticising a 
foriner vote of this House. 

The Ilon. Premier used the words "slanderous, 
n~ischievous and untrue." The honourable mem- 
ber ~i l ignt  feel that since he considers that  the words 
1iLed by the honourable senior meniber f o r  St. George 
\,ere not truthful that they are slanderous and L(. 
iright say that they are untrue because they wer: 
iloi in accordance with the facts. I do not know 
if anybody can object to the word "mischievous." 
I do not know the full  meaning of tha t  word. Cer- 
trtinly we have reached a stagk when we can afforc! 
Ic take a sentence like that in  our  stride. 

TThether the word "mischievous" is parlia- 
roentary or not, if the Hon. Premier feels that t h e  
stateillellt by the hoiionrable senior member for 
St. George is not in  accordance with the facts or is 
an exaggeration of the facts, L am appealing to hi111 
r o t  to allow this matter to go to the vote but  to 
\l.iihdram the words and allow the debate to go on 
1 am also appealing to th,e honourable member 
~$110 has taken objection to see that  i t  is not the  first 
time that  we have had statelments of the kind 
t l  lr House and to l r t  it pass. I feel that  this i n  
]lot the time for an  exhibition of strength in  voting 
L r  extren~e criticism of statements made. Since 
the Hon. Premier occupies the particular positioi! 
he doe.; in the House and in the Gove~nmeiit of the  
colony, I would say that the  words, "slanderou~, 
r~:schievous and untrue" a r e  extravagant. I will 
appeal to him to withdraw those words. 

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I too crave 
indulgence of the Committee to  support the  sugges- 
tion made by the hon. junior member for  the  City 

I and a m  appealing to  the  hon. senior member fo r  St. 
George not to  press for  the  question being put. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is- 
Mr. TUDOR: I am a little bit  confused. 

Without prejudice to what may happen, the  hon. 
junior membm for the City did make a valuable 
suggestion in  this debate and he was followed by 
similar sentiments expressed by the hon. senior 
member for  St .  John. I think I can hardly suggest 
i t  to  you that  if you would allow the hon. senior 
member for St. Joseph t o  say how he views this 
matter, i t  may help the situation. 

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I was 
not 111 here when the row was going on bu t  I can 
enter i t  no~v .  It is really your du ty  to  determine 
~f the ~ v o r d s  which mere ased were of the effect 
that they should be taken down. [ A  VOICE : Oh 
No.] If you are  satisfied tha t  the  words are  parlia- 
mentary and in accordance with the  debates ,of 
the House, a r e  J-ou going to ask the Committee 
whether i t  is the wish of the  Committee tha t  they 
shonld be taken down? If  I get u p  and say tha t  
.\ 1113111ber is a glorified fool and he wants those 
words to 'be take11 do~vnl, are yon going to ask the 
Committee whether it is the pleasure of the Commit- 
tee that those 11-ords shonld be taki.11 down? You 
as Chairman hare  to  determine this thing before 
vou T)nt ~t to  the ~rotp 

1 have heard that  the words "mischievous, slan- 
oerolls and untrue" weae used. I would sizy 
toat to ?nose iizen~bers rvho like parliamentary 
tlecornrrl T O  reiuain that  those ~ v o r d s  are  words which 
c.oiild n p  talre~t c ~ o ~ x ~ a .  Of course. if anv  hon. mem- 
her  tc.115 111. \omething T as11 goinq to  tell him 
.omething. T will not ask you to  ask him to with- 
rl~.au-.  Hon.erclr. I 117ould like to know the context 
within which those ~ i ~ o r d s  mere 11sed before I votr 
on the ~ u e s t i o n .  T will therefore ask you to  ask 
the Clrrlr to yead back the context in which they 
w ~ r c  uscd for my benefit. W e  did i t  already and 
F-on h ~ t i  TT-0r4s read back last  Tuesday and the 
Sweaker did it for somebody's delight, and I would 
like to  know in what context they were used. I 
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want to know in what context the words "mischiev- 
ous, slanderous and untrue" were used. 
9.35 p m .  

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, before you 
proceed I ~vould just invite you to be consistent 
because on the last occasion-and I am relating to 
the time when the same member for  St. Joseph 
.accused someone of making a reckless misstatement 
thrown a t  the House unceremoniously-when the 
hon. junior member for St. Lucy made a n  auegatlon 
which was substantially correct a t  the senior n ~ e m  
ber for St. Joseph. I will not refer to that  unfor- 
tunate episode of disgrace when you, sir, sent for 
the Speaker right away and that is what I am in&- 
ing you to do now. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am not sending for the 
Speaker this time. 

Mr. BARROW: f will say, Mr. Chairman, You 
are not sending for the Speaker, because from a 
party ~ o i n t  of view you are  assured of the  ord. d. 
I just ask you to be consistent. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am asking the hone mem- 
ber to take his seat and let me do my duty. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I think i t  is 
the duty of members who have watched the Pro- 
ceedings to intervene and t ry  to settle this matter. 
I would appeal to both members to let us settle 
this matter and get on with the business of the 
House. I t  is difficult when you arrive a t  this stage 
for members to pull back what they have said, ancl 
I do not know the way out;  but I do believe both 
members can make some con\:ession and let US 

settle this harmoniously and allow nerves not to be 
frayed because I can see i t  building up. If the 
senior member for St. Joseph realised that when 
he got up the second time, I think he actually said 
the words then that were harmful and not on the 
first occasion. When the senior member for  St. 
George first intervened and asked for the words to 
be taken down. I think he need not have done 
that,,but on the second occasion there is some reason 
for  him wanting i t  done. I will ask both members 
to retract so that we may get on with the debatc. 
a n d  finish the Bill. It is difficult for members 
around here to vote when we feel i t  1 ~ ~ a s  coiitribu- 
tory on both sides. 

Mr. BARROW: This is the Committee the 
House and since I am the persol1 llTho asked for 
the vTords to be taken do~vn  I insist that they be 
taken at my pleasure. I like 
the Honse that the Minister of Truth read out Rule 
131 which has nothing to c10 with this debate. The 
Rules ?,re 132 and 133. They read as follows:- 

Rule 1327 "Every such objection is to be taken 
at the time when such words are used, and not 
after any other hon. member has spolien. 

Rule 133, "Any member having used objection- 
able words, and not explaining or offerillg apologies 
for the use thereof to the satisfaction of the House. 
will be censured, or otherwise dealt with as the 
House may think fit." 

NOW Sir, this is the position that confronts us 
to-night. On many occasioiis members of the Gov- 
ernment induce their members to stifle t h r  debate 
of the House in order to flout the expressed desiree 
of the people of the country taken a t  the pclls by 
referring to the incident of the hen. junior member 
for s t .  J , ~ ~ ~ .  ~f we let it be lloiscd abroad thar 
members of this House can get in here and let 
unkind remarks no matter how lmparliamentary to 
pass as long as you have a majority you can stick 
your tongue out like the hon. member, I mean the 
Minister of Truth who calls himself the Minister 
of Trade and hold up  the debate of the Honse. If 
we allow i t  to  get around this island that  the mern- 
bers of this House have no respect for the law and 
custom of Parliament or the  decencies of Parlia- 
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ment. I am afraid people who put their confidence 
in us will lose that confidence and I am insisting 
not with the feelings of the Government but of the 
H O ~ ~ G P  that an  accurate record should be made of 
the matter and that  i t  be reported to Mr. Speaker, 
after the words have been taken down. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Before you put  the 
~ u ~ q t i o n ,  Mr. Chairman,-I can see the rush with 
which you are trying to get the feelings of the 
House so quickly. What the Hon. Leader of the 
Opposition said is really correct. I n  the first in- 
stance we on this side smiled when objection war 
taken because judging from the words, "mischiev- 
ous, slanderous and untrue", they looked to me per- 
sonal though they did not seem, unparl iame~tary 
or directed to the hon. member; but in the second 
instance I was surprised that the Hon. Premier fell 
into the t rap and gave himself away to the extent 
that they were words then in my opinion to be 
taken down; but in  the first instance I agree with 
the Leader of t h e  Opposition that  "mischievous, 
slanderous and untrue", were not in our opinion 
sufficiently directed a t  the hon. member for  St. 
Oeorge in the context in which they were used; 
but when the Hon. Premier got up on the second 
occasion he did infer thelll the11 pointing to the hon. 
member. l am a member of the Opposition who 
without putting i t  feel that there can be somethiiig 
which can be done. For il~stallce, speaking for 
myself, if the hon. meniber got up and said those 
words to nie I would just sniile because I am going 
to reply and if there Tlras any taking down he 
~ ~ o u l d  be asking that what 1 said be taken down. 
I have the record of not askicg anybody to with- 
draw words; you cannot withdraw what you say. 
I have never asked anybody to withdraw remarks, 
and I think the hon. senior member for  St. George 
is capable of answming the Hon. Premier, I am 
wondering whether under the circumstances we 
could not get the hon. senior inember for St. 
George the Premier to see the light oil thi.. 
0, ,l1 occasiolls I vote against the C:overl~lllellt 
Jvhen they are asking for mtords of n le l , l~ey ,  
of the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i t i ~ ~  to be taken dL,lj 11, Rhell 

have to tell them something from over here 
I always vote for the Opposition and it is 

bad manners of some members of the & y p ~ j l ~ ~ ~ t ~ i l ~  

 lot to reahse tklat thgy are ill the Legislative 
chamber alld should ilot display the coilduct which 
they display, to make it necessary for members of 
the Opposition to say things to  but I repeat, 
Sir, tnat I agree Tvith the Leader of the Opposition 
that it was only on the second occasion and llot oil 
the first when these words were directed. Mr. 
Chairu~an, I have purposely been keeping the debate 
open because I know you are anxious to put  the 
question. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, on a point of 
order, I wonder if it is any part of the duty of the 
~ ~ ~ ~ h ~ l  of the H~~~~ to carry around . 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Is that  a point of order t 
Mr. BARROW : It is a point of privilege. I am 

wondering if i t  is the duty of the Marshal to take 
around a slip of paper to members informing them 
how to vote on this issue. To what depth now have 
we descended when you get the Librarian reporting 
matters to the Speaker and the Marshal using the 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1s the hen. member going to 
speak? 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, as far 
as I am concerned, I am suggesting to the hon. mem- 
ber that  in  as much as the first words were not 
actually directed a t  him-we have got to face f a d s  
-but on the second occasion when the Premier got 
up, I would like him to make cha r  which are the 
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words he \ ~ a n t s  taken down. Do not get vexed; I 
would like before you put it to the House in Com- 
mittee to find out the pleasure of the Committee, to 
tell us of what occasion you are speaking-whether 
on the firat occasion when the Premier made refer- 
ence to the words, or on the second occasion; and I 
want the words read back now because I feel on the 
first occasion they were not direated but on the 
second occasion they were directed a t  the hon. mem- 
ber. If we are to vote that the words used on the 
first occasion be taken down 1 will vote "no" but if 
it is the second occasion, I will have to say "yes". 
9.45 p.m. 

You must make il clear how you are putting 
the matter. As to the second occasion, i will say 
1 6  yes" ; as to the first occasion I will say "no". 1 
want to know, Mr. Chairman, if you are seeking 
the pleasure of the Committee i n  respect of the 
taking down of the wcrds used on the first occasin-1 
01 on the second occasion I should l ikc~ to know 
10 which words you w e  referring, whether they ar2 
in respect of the first occasion, or in respect of the 
second occasion. 

Mr. CHAIBMAN: T am dealillg with tbe words 
to which the hon. senior meinber for St. George has 
taken ~b jection. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : You were i11 the Chair 
all the time. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1 am seeking the. pleasurf! 
of the Committee as to whether the word:; to which 
the hon. senior membec for St. George has objected, 
should be taken down or not. 

Mr. RAREOW: I would just like to make niy 
psition &undantly dear. I have checked up cm 
.the words used by the hon. member and repeated 
by him on the second cccasion. 

Mr. ALLDEK: If the hon. member is adopting 
the attitnde which he is adopting. I ~vonld say that 
the Hon. Premier should not be asked to withdran. 
those words. The Hon. Premier u-a3 just making a 
mfeguard in saying, lest any hon. member stater 
any slanderous untrut!l---- 

Mr. BARROW: I would like an undertaking 
from the hon. sevior member from St. Joseph him- 
belf that the words were not directed to me; I do 
not want it from any of his satellites. 

Mr. ALLDER: I em going to let the hon. mem- 
her know that he cancot make any kincl of statc- 
ment after I have sat down. I should like to say 
that i t  is better if the hon. member were a satellite, 
because he would hale better discretion. 

Mr. BARROW: 1 have seen sevr.i.al Rules 
broken and abused. T am a s k i ~ g  that the Hon. 
Premier leave this C ~ a m b e r  while his conduct is 
being discussed, as was the case with the hon. junior 
member for St. Lucy. I would like to make it clear 
that I am objecting te all the statements made by 
the hon. member; if he says that they were not 
directed to me, then that is a different matter. 

Mr. CHAIRLRAN. I think that this matter 
would be easily settled by the Committee by the 
taking of a vote. The question is------ 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman,------ 
Mr. CHAIRMAK : You understand the position 

as clearly as I understand it. If the Hm. Premier 
has used words which have been objectecl to by tha 
hon. senior member for  St. George, the 1%-crds m u l d  
)Je those which were used in the first in5tance. Tilt. 
words used in the second instance would only be 
a repetition. The question is- 

Mr. E. D. MOT'TLEY: How'evcr irritated yon 
Inay be, Mr Chairman, I still have thr: right t o  
speak; that is absoluteiy plain. I t  has be?n pointed 
out what the hon. Premier said, lest any hen. menl- 

repeat any dani!erous remarks We feel that 

that was not directed to the hon. senior member 
for St. George. The Hon. Premier seemed to have 
fallen into the t rap and what he said on the secoiid 
occasion was directly pointed to thc hon. membzr, 
who asked that the words be taken do~vn. If it is 
R question of the words used on the second occasion, 
then those words should be taken down. 
9.55 p.m. 

lXr. Chairinail, I want you to make that point 
clear. With great respect to you, I want a proper 
explaiiation on it. You should have the contexts 
of each of the times the words were used. I am 
thinki~ig of the secviid time that the words were 
:lsed. Is  it the second or - the first time? Whicn 
do you want the Comnlittee to take Lio~vii? I have no 
apologies to make to the Governmeat, the lion. 
Preniier or anybody; I vote quite clearly and to my 
conscience. If it were the first time, 1 would say 
that they mere not directed to the hononrable mem- 
ber; if it is the second time I would say "yes." 
If you mean the second time that the words were 
spoken, sap so. 1 would say that those words shoula 
be taken down but if you say that you mean xue 
first time I would say that they should not be taken 
c l o ~ ~ n .  That is what I want you to lnake clear. 
1 feel that the first time the words were used tney 
were not directed to the honourable senior memb~r 
were not directed to the honourable senior member. 

RIr. CHAIRMAN: That is beside the qnestioi~ 
J2r. E. D. 81OTTLEY: I know you are anxious 

to pult the question. It i s  your duty to put  it. 
Mr. CHAIRMAN: Yes, when all the hoaourablt 

inemhers are hitting, not when a;z honourable men!- 
ber is standing. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Are you asking me t c  
sit now ? 

Mr. CHAIRMAX : KO, you can stand until to- 
morrow morning. 

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEP: If i t  were when the 
words were spoken the second tiilie, I would say 
"yes." I t  is for you to say that you are dealing 
with the second occasion so that I would be in a 
position to know how to vote. If you say that you 
are dealing with the first occasion, I would say 
"No, " they are not unparlianientary because they 
were not directed to the hononrable senior member 
for St. George. 

Mr. CHAIRMAK: The question is- 
Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, this is not the 

first time that we have witnessed last minute attempts 
by the Conservative Opposition to save the Gov- 
ernment from an embarrassing position. This be- 
haviour has been going on during the course of 
the last Session. When the honourable meinber for 
St. Joseph spoke the second time he reiterated what 
he said before. He used exactly the same expression 
and I cannot find myself seeing how the honourable 
senior meinber fur the City can distinguish between 
the first and second occasion at  all. I can only 
consider the behaviour wicked and contemptible. 
We have been accustomed to the behaviour of the 
honourable senior member for St. Joseph and I 
consider the behaviour on that side of the Table and 
the Leadership wicked and contemptible. 

I have been asked by my colleagues and by 
the honourable j~lnior member for the City, nothing 
to clo with the implications by the honourable senior 
~ueinber for the City, to let the matter drop. I 
consider that a great deal of time has been wasted 
becanse of the recalcitrance and unseemly behaviour 
of the honourable senior member for St. Joseph, 
therefore having no intention of letting something 
ciepenerate in pilblic brawl. I am not goiag to 
insist on the question being put. I would like to  
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congratulate you on the level-headedness you have 
displayed on this matter. [Cheers]. 

Th,e question that Clause 2 stafid part was put 
and rcsolvecl iqz the affirmative witlzoz~t cliuision. 

Clal~se 3 was ca,lled and passecl. 
012  motion of Hon. Q. H .  ADAIIIX, seconded 

E y  floja. 32'. E. C O X ,  Mr. C H A I R I ~ I A N  reported 
#he  passing of the Bill in. Committee. 

Xr. SPEAKER resumed the Clzair and reported 
qccordingly. 

O n  separate motion of Hon. G. H. ADAJfS, 
rdecoltded by  Hon. Jl. E. C O X  in each, case, the Bill 
was read a third t ime and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 
before moving the motion for the adjournment I 
will fix the Order Paper. 

Mr. TUDOR: Oh No, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. SPEAKER:  Will the Hon. Minister plei~se 

take his seat. 
Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, we have just had 

the behaviour which is now becoming second io 
nothing- 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourablz member is 
making use of remarks which cannot be cornten- 
anced by me. The honourable member will not a t  
this stage tell me anything of what happened just 
now because I was not in  the Chair. 
iC.00 p.m. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I rise to move the 
adjournment of the House for  five minutes to discuss 
a matter of very urgent public importance which 
has to do with the workings of the Transport Board. 
W. Speaker, first of all I should like tc; say that  it is 
becoming increasingly difficult in this House to raise 
matters which affect public interests because that lead 
which should be given to this IXouse by the Ministers 
is I-ery often lacking; and if matters of grave impor- 
tance are to be debated a t  all, i t  is only fair, Mr. 
Speaker, that the lead should come from the Ministers 
of this Government. Only today, Slr. Speaker, when 
I was giving notice of my intention to move this 
motion, in  the course of the debate which followed 
the Minister of Communications in  his remarks said 
that  he was not afraid of anything I might say or 
do, which I think, Mr. Speaker, is quite a wrong 
setting for discussion of a matter of this nature, and 
I think tha,t Wnisters must understand that since i t  
is. the function of the Opposition rto criticise, criticism 
of the work of their department and exposure where 
necessary of their short comings is done in no persoiial 
mauner, but as part of the public duty which mem- 
bers of the Opposition owe to their constitnents, this 
House, and the community a t  large. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, Your Honour is well aware 
that for the last nine month& or so there has been in 
iexistence a Transport Board in  this Island, This 
Boarcl. was set up principally to administer w&t was 
the11 thought to be a possible system of public trans- 
port, and Your Honour will recall that when that 
measure was before this House, and I have the debates 
before me, members of the Opposition were struck 
by the scant attention which the Minister introducing 
the Bill seemed to pay to  the importance of the 
matter. Here was a supposedly Socialist Glovernment 
making their first essay into nationalisation of public 
ownersf;ip and: yet i n  his introduction of the Trans- 
port Bill the Ninister of Communications spent less 
than four minutes on his second reading speech, 

and Your Honour will recall that more than three 
members of this Chamber protested a t  the time a t  the 
scant way in which the Mifii~ter introduced the Bill, 
and consequently a,t the lack of information which 
was given to the House. Your Honour will also 
recall that hon. members on this side pressed the 
AIinister as hard as they could to get from him two 
things: some indication of how this nationalised 
industry was to be financed, and secondly how i t  was 
to be administered; and i t  is within the knowledge 
and memory of all of us here that Government cate- 
gorically refused to answer us on these two points. 
Now i t  appears, Mr. Speaker, that their refusal was 
not due to stubbornness but more to ignorance and 
folly because that haj now come to  pass by showing 
us quite clearly that they had not the faintest idea of 
what is involved in running a nationalised industry. 

Xo donbt, Your Honour notice in  your own con- 
stituency many more people on the roads than hereto- 
fore, not loiterers or vagrants but people whom Your 
Honour can see when you pass from your home to  this 
House day by day, and I have no doubt that  you, 
Mr. Speaker have been playing a very important 
part in filling the gaps created by the break 
dom-n in the Transport system, because I have 
no doubt thact many of Your Honour's consti- 
tuents are favoured day by day with a lift in 
your car, and your experience is the experience of 
almost any other member of this House except the 
Ministers. 

Sir, the Transport Board took over 116 buses 
from private coneessionaires, and we need not a t  this 
moment go into all the negotiations which preceded 
the taking over. This House is only concerned mlth 
i t  after the Transport Board had taken over the 
but I also recall that during the debate on the Trans- 
port Bill, the Leader of my Party, the hon. senior 
member for St. George, warned \Government thax it 
might find itself being asked to  pay over half million 
dollars as compensation to the private concession- 
aires. He did say that and it is recorded here i n  the 
O[ficiaZ Gmette,  if subsequently, other copies have 
not been i n  some way modified by the Minister of 
Truth. Now, Sir, 116 buses have been taken over by 
private concessionaires, and you will recall that the 
things that the Government did not put  into the 
ears of the members - particularly the Op9o- 
sition - was that it was going to take over 
these buses and run  them as a nationalised 
service, because it, wanted to put a better ser- 
vice a t  the disposal of the travelling public, and they 
said in the debates that only over the dead body OS 
the Premier would busfares be raised. But  b y  a 
curious inversion, Mr. Speaker, they are going t o  
be raised over the dead body of the Transport Board, 
and of course, of other persons; because you see 
in politics the very last thing that  you should say is 
that. Well, the Transport Board was set up, thev 
took the buses over and i t  started to run. Well, 
as in the case of the 'Statutory Board, thia 
Rouse could not get as  frequently (or a t  all) 
as i t  would like, an idea of what was actually 
happening; and although the l ' l iniste~ of Com- 
munications was not recluired by law to tell 
us every week what occurred and how the 
service was going, you would have thought, Mr. 
Speaker, that this, then- first venture into national- 
ization, would have so excited them that  they would 
hurry week bp week to tell us what was going on or 
to give us a monthly progress ~ e p o r t .  No such 
thing! Well, the position has been reached that  
nearly 50 of their buses are useless. [A VOICE : 
How many?) Nearly 50. Further than that, large 



numbers of their conducto'rs and drivers are 02: 
of work, [A VOIC E : Shame!] and they have estab- 
lished themselv,es as being the creators of u11- 
employment. That is what they have done. [A 
'JOICE : Shame ! Shan~e!] But i t  is worse than 
that, Mr. Speaker; there is no member of this 
House who has not aoticed ali?zost every day a 
break down in one of their units. Only today, I was 
nearly knocked off the front step of the Democratic 
Headquarters,-R ad I know that had that happened 
the Minister of Communications would be a -wiser 
and sadder man this afternoon,-but I was nearly 
knocked over because the bus almost collapsed in 
front of me: and when i t  was so difficult for me to 
understand what had actually happened, I saw a 
man walking around to the other side of the bus 
with a gasolene tank on his shoulder. I am not 
prepared to say that i t  was being taken away from 
the bus, but I got the picture of disintegration 
which is not a good thing. However, continuing 
from there, not onl;y is i t  a fact that a large number 
of their buses have disintegrated, not only is that 
trun, but there is even a more disquieting feature. 
It ;S said that so mismanaged are the affairs of the 
Board and so imolvent the Board has become that 
it 'S credit is now being stopped with the firms with 
v hich i t  deals. [A VOICE : What! Shame! Shame !] 
'10.10 p.m. 

All the garages and other places where parts and 
other services were obtained by the Transport Board 
are now telling the Officials of that Board that they 

cannot get credit. It is worse than that ;  without any 
member of this House actually knowing how the 
Transport Board was financed, I think every hon. 
member knows that large sums of money have been 
spent by it, in  i t  and out of it. By repute and 
rumour which is as good as true, they are down to 
the tune of nearly $200,000-it may be more-and 
that is in  eight months. 

All this must be set against the facit that neither 
the public nor the members of this House, have ever 
been told how they propose to administer the Trans- 
port Board in the first place, and secondly, how they 
propose to finance i t ;  and without those vital aspects 
of howledge about the Transport Board, i t  is diffi- 
cult to withhold censure from them. Since they 
bsve not put in  the new units which they were in- 
riisting that the private concessionaires should have 
added, obviously, they must have been repairing and 
refurnishing those buses which they already had. I t  
is creditably reported that large sums of money 
have been spent on tne repairs and equipment of 
buses, that  vast quantities of tyres, engine parts 
and other accessories have been ordered, but have 
not actually arrived, and that (there is some mystery 
which surrounds some tyres which had been ordered, 
and which, as I understand it, have been paid for 
and yet they have not arrived for  the use of the 
Transport Board. 

Hon. members of this House and members of 
the general public have heard of stories of engines 
or  parts of engines which have been stolen, of gaso- 
lene charged up  to the Transport Board far  in 
'excess of that which was actually colzsumed, and 
which was ordered. The position is even Tv'orse. I 
understand that people connected with the Board 
ha,d been disclosing to their friends and the general 
public what they call the rackets being made, and 
they have been bold enough in  some instances t c  
mention the names of the people who, i t  is said, had 
been carrying on the rackets. I would say, Mr 
Speaker, that those persons and the general public 
unconnected with the Transport Board who want t c  
get new concessions for themselves or  their friends, 
would have been prepared to offer monetary consid- 
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eration for the purpose of accomplishing what they 
have set out to accomplish. Those are the rumours 
d i c h  are going around. Where that is concerned, i t  
is the Minister's duty to check u p  on these things. 
IVhat this House lnust be more concerned with is 
tile connection between all that we hear and what 
me actually see; if something were not actually go- 
ir,g wrong, then we would not be witnessing that 
breakdown i11 Transport which me actually see. 
There are rumours which one has heard about the 
cinninution of buses; t5e routes which used to take 
seven or eight or nine buses are now making out 
d t h  three or five buses; i n  some cases there are only 
two and in  some other cases there are none at all. 
The numbers of frustrated and empty people whom 
we see are evidence of the incompetence, the corrup- 
tion and gross mismanagement which seems to  exist 
at the Transport Board. 

There is no need to mince matters. Xvery bin. 
member of this House kilows that the ~yholc set-up 
of the organisation is cne over which the Government 
has a direct influence, and there is evidznce to show 
that the personal friends, or supporters of the Min- 
isters or other members of the Govmuncnt occupy 
positions in it. 
10.20 p.m. 

I t  is not that which is wrong with it [Hon. M. E. 
COX. Name it.] What is wrong with i t  is that in  
addition to their being friends and supporters of 
theirs, they are people who do not know what they 
are doing and therefore they are not giving of their 
!jest to the service. You do not have to blanle them 
ror that. Any Goverllment in power must have its 
hlwporters somewhere or the other; as  a nzatter of 
fact, you cannot be in power _unless you have sup- 
porters; therefore, you need not look a t  that as  an 
accusation. That is a matter of fact. The informa- 
tion coming to me is that people whom they have 
~ n n n i n g  that organiszt~on for them are not eificient 
and competent persons. That is the whole fact of 
the matter and the person who is solely responsible 
for it is the Hon. Minister of Communications. He is 
not a competent person, because if he has been hearing 
vha t  all the rest of us have )been hearing and he has 
done nothing about it, he has done the greatest pos- 
bible disservice to this country and to the Statutory 
Goard which he has set up. 

If whatsoever has been heard is rumour, i t  is 
nxmonr serious enough to make him get up to see 
that i t  does not come true. Of course it is not rumour. 
SO chaotic have the conditions of the Transport Board 
become that it is a question of Government unload- 
ing the embarrassment. All that was not known 
before can be known as soon as the Government gave 
the impression that i t  wanted to get the bnses OR 
its hand. I t  is reported that the Hon. Minister of 
Communications in his zeal to be rid of this embar- 
rassment and to save the face of Government betook 
himself by night to the home of a bus concessionaire 
illtent upon asking that gentleman to do what he  
can to ease Government of this embarrassment by 
taking back the buses which he haaded over to the  
Government. [Hon. M. E. COX: Have you con- 
sulted the gentleman to find out whether' that is true 
or not? ] The report went out that the Minister went 
to the residence of this gentleman a second time and 
told him "now if they get hold of the fact that I have 
been to you already, if anybody comes to you and 
ask you, do not say I was here the first time." That  
i s h a t  was reported to  me. 

NOW, even that, Mr. Speaker, is not necessarily 
a bad thing, provided it was Government's policy 
to say quite plainly that they cannot get through 
with what they have undertaken, therefore they 
have taken steps to reverse their policy. We have 



n o  %lame for them for that. No. member of this 
House would blaine them for changing their minds. 
We might have something to say as to the nature of 
the change, but after a11 they are i n  power, and it is 
for  them to run the Government according to their 
policy. If they set up  the Transport Board and they 
find out that it is not functioning as they want it 
abnd they want to wind i t  up, they c_an take some 
measure to wind i t  up  j ~ ~ s t  as they established it. 
If they are going around asking the concessionaires 
to take back their buses you cannot quarrel with 
them for that because that is their policy. They 
found out that they could not get through with run- 
]ling the buses; they did ilot wish to say so, so they 
found that way to do it. 

What I blame thlem for is this. They made 
tliis Ho~use to understand that they were making 
n genuine and worthy attempt to provide the trav- 
elling people of this Island with a proper trans- 
kort system. They have not done so. F a r  from 
doing so, they have so mismanaged their affaira 
.that the taxppyers of this Island are callkd upox, 
t o  pay off a deficit of $200,000 or possibly more; 
and secondly, the big question which to them is still 
coming up  is the compensation which they must pay 
fo r  the buses they have taken over because everybodv 
~vi l l  not be Mr. Birch. I am sure the Bus Concess- 
ionaires will not want their buses back. I t  is said 
that  they met Mr. Birch half way by putting new 
engines in, the buses they gave back to him. [Hon, 
3,i. E. COX: Try to find out the truth.] That 
w80uld be an  administrative deal and not a concern 
of this House. i 

Mr. Speaka-, when all is said and done, while 
il takes them all this time to get out of the mess that 
they got themselves into, people in  this Island are 
driving uncomfortably in  buses. They are getting 
their clothes torn on the sides of the buses and are 
being inconvenienced by the chaotic conditions which 
csist in  the transport system. Large numbers of 
drivers, conductors and inspectors are thrown out 
of work by the system which exists a t  the Transport 
Board. So, Mr. Speake~,  you will see if they con- 
tinue as they are doing, it will 'be even to themselves 
a farce to speak of the Transport Board, because i t  
will have no buses to administer and the travelling 
public will find themselves walking in  cver-increas- 
ing numbers because the Government in  whom i t  
has put its trust has mismanaged its affairs on a 
worthy service. 
10.30 pm.  

I t  is the fashion of the Minister of Coinmunica- 
tions and his colleagues to treat these matters as  if 
t hme  were personal matters, and i t  never occurs to 
them that people who disagree with them are equally 
patriotic, and equally interested in public affairs in 
there. Well, I cannot help it if he feels that this is 
personal, because I am convinced i t  is sufficient for 
me to say that I as anybody else following this Trans- 
port System have become fed up  with it. I live in  
a n  area which used to be served by four buses and 
certainly By six buses on Saturdays aud holidays. 
Mr. Speaker, I cannot tell you the last day when 
residents of that area have been guaranteed a proper 
~ a n n i n g  service for 24 hours without a (breakdown. 
and that is the one I observe most. That has been 
happening all the time; but Mr. Speaker, I live in 
the Minister's constituency. The people in my area 
rand other parts of St. Michael who suffer inconven- 
ience because of the breakdown in the system are 
equally his constituents and I take i t  he does hear 
the same complaints I hear, and that people from 
all over this parish have either written to hiin or 
told him how much they suffer, especially those who 
l ive in  other areas iin St. Michael, or  just as I or any 

other member have heard; and you cannot cover up 
a distressing situation with indifference or by taking 
the persons who consider it their public duty to  bring 
~t to the notice of thjs House. Something has got 
tc  be done: and if i t  is true as  they have said that 
a year must pass before the finalices of the Trans- 
port Boarci can be examined by this House, are we 
tken, Mr. Speaker, to sit i n  silence for another three 
it~oiiths until the scandal refiches such proportion 
that the yard over ther& might resemble more a sec- 
ond-hand emporium or grave yard of junk?- Is that 
what is expected of us?  That is expecting too much, 
Mr. Speaker; but I want Government to bear in  
mind that they stand conde~lzned because they delib- 
erately chose this line of policy in  answer to the 
Transport System as they saw i t  last year; and 
while I agree, as I said earlier, with the setting up  of 
the Transport Board, and while I still think i t  is a 
good thing that public transport should come under 
public ownership, I still must say that  they have 
brought discredit to  what i t  otherwise a good prin- 
ciple. 

Mr. Speaker, you will rlecdl when the Transport 
Bill was before the House, I made a very lengthy 
speech on it and fully half of that speech was takes 
up i n  meticulously explaining to the Ministers some 
GL the problems involved i n  running a nationalised 
tiansport. You will recall I quoted extensively for  
him the British Transport Act of 1947 and explained 
t,; him in  some detail how the British T r a w o r t  
System nm, how the Minister of Transport manages 
t g  administer it, and the method of administerivg i t  
and I spoke in  such detail because I was certain that  
no member of that (Government would have taken the 
trouble to familiarise himself with all the problems 
involved in what for them was a new3 venture. 
I+, is no pl'easure for me to discover that everything 
1 warned them against both as to finance aiid 
administration has come to pass, and little did 
I think that only nine months would elapse before 
I was proved right. So Mr. Speaker meml ers on 
this side of the House, have certain public duties 
tc perform; and they have to perform them how- 
cler  uncomfortable i t  may be for the Government 
and however unpalatable. The Minister of Communi- 
cations had thrust on him the responsibility which he 
could not have carried had he wanted to, but he want- 
ed to carry it because to carry that responsibility 
would have involved for him taking advice from per- 
sons who really know, and i n  this connection we wit- 
nessed the folly of that new departure which we 
seem to have established of excludiag members of the. 
1,egislature from these Statutory Boards. It is a folly 
for which ute shall pay dearly. Something has happeil- 
ed in the Housing Board that will soon erupt on the 
C90r of this House, aiid so i t  zi~ust always happen 
because you must have competent persons i n  these 
statutory authorities which you set up. No one h3s 
asked the Ministers or the Governnient ,generally 
that they should spend all their working hours super- 
vising these Statutory Boards because they have 
other things to1 do, but a method of administration 
if i t  is wsll-founded would pay dividends to them. 
?Iy chief conmrn of this matter is not the deficit, 
large as it is, which now exists, because it would be 
improper to comment on that until (Y*overnmeiit tells 
U: what it lzas doiw with all the money collecte6 
and how they are financing that particular Board. 
My chief consideration is not even with the amount 
of material which has been stolen from the Trar1.s- 
port Board or the amount of gasolene ordered and 

l ro t  used or delivered. None of that is my chief con- 
cern. My chief concern ought t o  be the concern 

I of every member of this House, Ministers in- 
cluded, and that  is that  people who used 
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t o  travel in  reasonable comfort when p r iva t~  
concessionaires ran their own bnses, are  no\^ 
finding i t  i,inposbiblie ancl definitely inconvenient t a  
travel now that Government in  wlzonz they had plac- 
cd coniidence has accordingly on its own principle 
created a Transport System ostensibly for the pur- 
pcse of givina better transport, but with the actual 
x s u l t  that they have created chaos to the transport 
s.~>tem. That is a serious thing, and although, Mr. 
Speaker, i t  is no part of my duty to distribute praise 
t )  people who owned these buses before, yet no mar, 
ought to withhold praise from persons to ~vhom it is 
x?c!ne, because the experience of the travellilzg public 
rim been that they have lost much olf the comfort 
clid convenience of travelling which they formerIy 
enjoyed. 

Mr. Speaker, you will recall that when the Bill 
was before the House on the last occasion, the Minis- 
ter in introd~lcing i t  and in giving his reasons said 
something which was pertinent, the sigllficance o* 
which we only understand now. 
10.40 p.111. 

This is what the Hon. Minister mid: 
"l should like to say a t  this jtage that at least 

from the point of view of first-hand information as 
to the running of this service, it is Government's in- 
tention to run  at  least one of the concessions. With 
those few remarks I beg to move that this Bill be 
now read a second time." 

Of course, they had to start out with that policy 
in view of running only one concession. It nlay be 
that the neglect and the delay which has fallen on 
the whole enterprise is due to the fact that the one 
concession which they proposed to run was as much 
as they could do, and everything else outside of that 
is of 110 concern to them. But there appears to be a 
much inore sinister implication; if the Minister's 
contention is that i t  was the Govel~ment's proposal 
t,o run  at  least one concession, if that contention is 
what has motivated them, then you can see from the 
beginning that they had no intention of really making 
a "go" in this matter. The Hon. Tclinister's own 
words in moving the second reading of the Tra,ns- 
port Board Bill, are here to indicate to us that the 
Gaverninent has only followed the policy which i t  
intended to follow. 

I hold that this matter was such an  important 
one, that the Gover~ment should have considered 
i t  to be its duty in  the interest of the people to tell 
us, of often as i t  could, what has actually happened. 
It is of no use anybody being annoyed, because 
people have beeii hearing these things. I t  is not OZ 
any use being a bit einbarrassed because of what has 
happened; things that happen have their causes. 

i You ~3qill be surprised to kfiow that there is a direet 
conseqnence of all this uncertainty and clisintegra- 
tion which have beeii going 011 at  the Transport 
Board. I ,seem to be regzling this House with ru- 
mours, but even Yonr Honour must have heard of 
the dismissal of enzployees of that Board iiz respect 
of which the Chairman did not seem to be able to 
sap w h ~ +  the emplo~-ees were dismissed. Yonr Hon- 
h u r  must have heard these rumours. CAlrIDES.1 If 
the I-Ion. Mini<ter of Communications irnagi:ies that 
these irrelevant and sillv aside? mill thron- me off 
my point, I say that i t  is the chaos in  the millistry 
over which he presides, which shouId excite his 
laughter. These are things which are known. I t  is 
-the whole administration of the Transport Board 

I which makes possible all the things of which people 

complain. I t  was surprising to me, as i t  was to other 
honourable members, even to look a t  the personnel 
of the Board itself. I do not think, Mr. Speaker, 
that any member of this House should criticise 
people 1~110 have besn placed in positions of authori- 
ty, b ~ ~ t  rather the cr~ticism should lie levelled a t  
those vho put them there. With all that is proposed, 
there is 01115; a certain section of the House who feel 
that the personnel of the Board really inspires con 
fidence; even that is part of what we are complaining 
about. 

That seems to be their attitude towards this 
matter; they are sitting on a volcano a t  that T rans  
port Board and they do not know it. What is fqcing 
the Ninister and this Governlnent is a complete 
breakdown of the Transport system of this island; 
that is perhaps what the Hon. Minister is laughing 
a t  and what is staring him in the face. I n  the.Jast 
resort, however, the people of this Island must .tr4 
umph and i t  only requires the courage of the Trans 
port Authorities to tell the people of this island what 
the facts are. Last year, they would not allow the 
concessionaires to raise the fares, but i t  may well b t  
that we shall all Live long enough to see the Trans- 
port Board raising the same fares. 
10.50 p.m. 

I do not know what they are going to do; I>& 
only say that i t  is a very serious matter. m e n  i t  
comes to the Hoc. Premier, I do not know what 
worries him nowadays. I t  does not appear to  be 
bases, anyhow, but  even he would spend sleepless 
nights in his discovering how serious is the .situation 

If the buses are proving to be of no good and 
you still continue to run a service to the public, you 
must have new units. Have they been purchased 
and paid for? You might find yourself doing the 
very thing that you would not allow' the private con- 
ct ssionaires to do. Anyhow, that is a matter for  tae 
Government; that is their worry. I do know that 
something has got to be done quite soon because too 
many buses are out of commission, f a r  too many parts 
of buses are not only away from the Transport Board. 
but actually oil other people 'S vehicles and f a r  to(. 
much money has been spent and taken from then, 
frauduleiztly. All that has got to be done. If,  Mr 
Speaker, they do not do i t  in time, everyone in This 
island will then be brought face to face with what 
is the real problem; and the r e d  problem, of course, 
is that we have a Goverizmeiit which took over part 
of the Transport Service of this island and literally 
does not know what to do with it. The duty which 
it owes to the public of this island is to see to jt 
tbat unfortunate affairs do not come to pass. 

&fr. SPEAKER,: [after a pause.] Is  anybody 
seconding the motion? 

The  Order Paper having been fixed, 
Hon. Dr. H. Q. H .  CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker. l 

beg to move that this House do now adjourn uqtil 
Tuesday, 5th June, 1956 at  3 o'clock p.m. g , 

Hon. M. E COX:  I beg to second that. '41 
Mr. ALLDER: ilk. Speaker, may I enquire i f  

this procedure is correct? 
Mr. SPEAKER : Very, very correct. I par-ticn 

larly asked if anyone was secolldingthe motion I 

T h e  qzhestion thut this House do mow adjourl~ 
h a s  p z ~ t  and resdved irt t7ze affirmative without divli- 
sion and Nr. XPEAKER adjourwed the House 
accordingly. , e  • 

11.00 p.m. 




