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THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION 1956

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 29th. May, 1956.

_Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of
Assembly met at 3 o‘clock p.m. today.

Present ;

His Honour Mr. K N, R. Hussaxps {Swpeaker),
Hon. M. E. Cox, (Minister of Communications,
Works aend Housing): Mr. L. E. Smuta, J.P,
-Chairman of Commaiitees); Hon. R G. Mapp,
({Minister of Trade, Industry amd Labcur); Mr.
T O. Bryan, Mr. F. E. Mwuer; Mr. J. A. TAYNEs,
B.A., Mr. J. C. Mormiry, Mr. E. St.A. HowpEr and
Mr. J. C. Tupor, M.A.

Prayers were read.
MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: | have the honour to inform
vhe House that the Minvtes of the last meeting are

not yet ready for circulation.

DOCUMENT

Mr. SPEAKER: I also have the honour to
inform the House that [ have received the Finaneial
Report of the Accountant General of the Colony fer
the month ended 31st March, this year,

PAPERS LAID

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of
the Hon. Premier, I am commanded to lay the fol-
lowing Papers:

The Diplomatic

Privileges (World Health

" Organisation) (Amendment) Orders, 195G.

Statement showing Gross Customs and KExeise
Receipts for the twelve months ended 31st March,
1956,

Report of the Hurricane Relief Organisation
Review Committee.

Hon. M. E. COX: /)n my own behalf, I bex to lay
the following:

tatement of Post Office Advances for payment
«f Money Orders to 31st Mareh, 1956.

Hon, k. G. MAPP: On behalf of my colleague,
tne Hon. Minister of Social Services, T am c¢om-
manded to lay the Adoption Regulations, 1956.

REPLY

Reply to Question asked by the hon. senior mem-
ber for St. Lucy, Mr. J. E. T, Brancker, on 1st May
1956, regarding the award of the contract for the
supply of limestone in the Northern District

NOTICES

Government notices were given as follows:

Hon. M. E. COX: (On bchalf of the
Premier) :—

Bill to amend the Jurors Act, 1891
_ Bill to acgnire certain lands and rights over
lands to be used in connection with the establish-
ment of an Oceanographic Research Staticn and for
the payment of compensation therefor and for mar-
ters connected therewith. '

. Hon. R. G. MAPP: (On behalf of the Hon.

Minister of Social Services): #
1911Bill to amend the Medical Registration Acs,
1923Bi11 to amend the Dental Registration Aet,

Bill to amend the Druggists Aect, 1894.

Hon.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ NOTICES

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice
of my intention to move the adjournment of the
“Jouse for five minutes in order to discuss a matter
of great importance. [Cheers]. It is a matter rela-
tive to the immediate dismissal of a Nurse from the
teneral Hospital. I intend to make this motion
after the conclusion of Government Business, be-
cause I should like th.- Hon. Minister of Social Ser-
vices to te present; I believe he will be present then.

Mr. BRANCKER cniered the House and took
118 seat. .

Mr. TUDOR: I beg to give notice of the fol-
lowing Address:—

THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY b
T0
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVEENOR

The House desire to draw to Your Hxcellency’s
attention the urgent desire of casual daily artisans
and other Government employees to have their Cost
o Living Allowance added to their basic salaries.

2. The House wculd further remind Your

{
! fxcellency of the desire of these same workers to

ok
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zee this done before any new proposals for salary
increases are considered.

3. Accordingly tke House respectfully request
Your Excellency to give your most immediate cor-
sideration to this matier and to take all the steps
necessary to give effect to these desires.

Mr. GODDARD entersd the House and took
s seat.

Mr. TUDOR: I beg to give notice of my inten-
+ on to move the adjournment of the House later in
the day in order to discuss a matter of urgent public
importance.

3.25 p.m.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, at this stage,
in view of what you intimated to me through the
Marshal—that the hon member for Si. Lucy is mov-
ing the adjournment of the House to discuss what I
understand is some matter dealing with transport, if
T remember correctly, on the introduction of Minis-
terial Government, Your Honour at that time ruled
that in any matter connected with a Ministry which
any member proposes to raise, he should in advance
give notice to the Minister in order that ail the rele
vant information can be got and prepared to answer
whatsoever allegations or accusations might ke made
Tkat, Sir, Your Honour did in the early stages of
Ministerial Governmen.

I want to make my position crystal clear, I am

vot afraid of anything which the hon. member in-
tends to say or do; but I think that in kecping with
the conventions of Ministerial Government, and 30
as to follow as closely as possible the conventions
obtaining in the United Kingdom—which pattern e
take as a guide—I fecl sure that a Minister should
be given some notice i» advance in order to get tha
necessary information and answers tc whag might be
stated in the discussioz.

T am therefore appealing to Your Honour to
direct that even though the honourable member gave
notice today of the matter, not to allow a discussien
on it today. As you know this matter of the buses is
before the Courts and is sub judice. If Your Honour
rules that the matter can be discussed, T am asking
you not to allow a discussion on it this afternocon
but, say, Tuesday next when the Minister concerned
will come armed with the necessary information to
put before Your Honcur and the House. of Assem-
bly.

Mr, SPEAKER: I have never made any rul-
ing that required more than notice being given at
the beginning of the day’s sitting in order to in-
troduce a motion for the adjournment of the House
for five minutes to discuss a matter of great import-
ance. I have had to do more than any Npeaker of
this Chamber has done, (as the system of Ministerial
Government did not exist until my time as Speaker) :
and that is, T have specially, in orcer to facilitate
~onventions that would necessarily apply under such
A system, granted permission for the introduction of
such motions to be preceded by mnotice being given
of the motion at the beginning of the day’s meeting.

The hon. junior member for St, Luey has com-
plied with all that I have thought necessary. If he
cares to waive his privilege he may do so.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I am really at a
loss to understand just exactly what is in the Minis-
ter’s mind. I gave notice, as hon. members have done
and can do in this House, of a motion which is o
move the adjournment of the House 1o discuss a mat-
ter of urgent importance, the substance of which I
have disclosed to Your Honour and which you have
quite properly passed cr to the Ministers.

Mr. Speaker, if the matter is thought to be of
urgent importance to hon. members, then 1t is within
their judgment to discuss it. I have no objection to

the Hon, Minister movirg the postponement of it or
suggesting to the House to discuss it a little later in
the evening, if now is thought not to be the proper
time. There is no intention on my part to rush mat-
ters. When it comes to the Minister’s oppertunity to
actually discuss this matter, it is up to him to move
that further consideration of it be postpoued. Ther:
‘s no suggestion of my wanting to speak before he is
armed with all the facts at his dispesal, therefore, it
is not necessary for him to say that he is not afraid
of anything I might say or do.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS

Mr, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I keg to give
notice of the following Address:—

The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency The Governor

The House of Assembly desire to direet atten-
tion to the magnitude of current bauxite mining op-
erations in the Caribbean and the enormcus profiis
made both from these operations and from the pro-
eessing of the raw material elsewhere.

2. The House would point out that the annual
profits of the bauxite companies at present operat-
ing in British Guiana and Jamaica are estimated to
be in excess of one huadred million dollars a year
—ore Jamaica Company — Kaiser—netted a clear
$25.000,000 after taxation in 1955.

3. The House is further of the opirion that, in
the interest of the econemic development of the area,
it is highly desirable that immediate cousideration
be given to the possthility of processing the raw
material into aluminium in the area and accordingiy
suggest that the Governments of British Guiana,

Jamaica and Trinidad ke invited to co-operate with

the assistance of the Regional Eeonomic Committee,
‘p having a Memorandum prepared on the prac-
ticability of the estahlishment of an aluminium
plant in the area.

And of the following:—

The House of Assembly
To
His Excellency The Governor

The House of Assembly are of the considered
opinion that similar conditions of serviece should
apply to employees of Local Government Bodies as
apply to Civil Servants, more especially with respect
to

(a) Gratuities with reduced pensions,
(b) Public funds Loans for IHousing, and
(¢) Leave Passages.

2. The House are of the further opinion that
rhese conditions of service should apply to the said
Local Government employees as from the introduc-
tion of the new system of Local Government as en-
visaged in the legislation arising out of the Maude
Report and respectfully request that the appropriate
steps be taken, with the minimum of delay, for the
impletion of these propesals.

3.35 p.m.

QUESTIONS

Mr. TUDOR: On behalf of the hon. senior
wember for St. Lucy T rise to give notice of his in.
tention to enquire of the Minister of Communications,
Works and -Housing, the following question :—

To enquire of the Minister of Communications,
Woiks and Housing:——

wets
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Whether Government has yet taken any steps
to bring the number of Omnibuses on each Route up
to the total amount of units which each Concession-
aire was notified by Department of Highways and
Transport during the early part of last year thai
his Concession would be required to have as its mini-
mum quantity involving the proecurcmeni of addit-
1onal units on or beforr 31st March, 1956.

2. Will Government, especially in view of the
advent of the rainy season, cause a thorough inspect-
ion of all tyres of omnibuses presently operated by
Government in order to determine (aud in every
necessary case replace) all smooth or otkerwise unfit
tyres on such units witlout delay?

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

Hon. M. E. COX. I beg to meve that the Bill
to amend the Jurors Act, 1891, be now read a first
time,

Hon. R, G. MAPP: 1 beg to second that.

TFe question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without diviston.

Hon. R. G. MAPP Mr. Speaker, I beg to mov-
that the Bill to amend the Medical Registration Act,
1911 be now read a sezond time.

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that

The question was put and resolved wn the affir
mative without division.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to move that the
Bill to amend the Deatal Registration Act, 1923 be
now read a first time.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
matiwe without division.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to move that the Bill
to amend the Druggists Act, 1894 be now read a first
time,

Hon. M, E. COX: T beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister for Com-
munications on behalf of the Hon, Minister for So-
cial Services to move the House into Committee of
Supply to consider the grants of sums of money for
the service of the Colony.

Hon. M. E. COX: I lkeg to move that Your
Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go
into Committee of Surply.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to second that.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr, Speaker, before you
leave the Chair, I would like to know if this is really
important for us to proceed with it today, because
we are about to embark on a Deep Water Harbour
znd you know that Pelican Island will play a promi-
nent part in that scheme, and for us to spend money
on the repair of quarters at Pelican Island at this
stage seems to be very unnecessary. _

Hon. R. G. MAPP: On a point of Order. Do I
take it that the hon. member is opposing the passing
£ the Resolution or the House going into Committes ?

Mr, GODDARD: I think the House is wast-
'ng time by going into Committee. .

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member against
the House going into Committee or against ths
Resolution ?

Mr. GODDARD: I am against the IHouse go-
ing into Committee ard I will give my reasons. I am
going to oppose the motion for the Fouse going into
Committee and give my reasons. That is what I am
doing now.

Mr, SPEAKER: You car speak on the motioxn.

Mr. GODDARD: T beg to move that the motion
be postponed.

.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr Speaker, I just rise to say,
Sir, that from what I see from the Ministerial Bench
it appears that some Minister or Ministers are cf
the opinion that a motion like this is mercly formal.
I would like to remind them that it is in this way
that the Estimates are discussed. I do not care how
wise some Ministers might try to look by looking
away from the truth; it is not that they cannot se:
the light, but they might be hiding from the glare.
It is on this motion that the Estimates are discussed
i the House of Assembly, and every item in the
Istimates can be taken and discussed befure golng
into Committee on it,

The question that Mr. SPEAKER do now leave
the Chair and the House go into Committee of Sup-
oly was put and resolved in the affirmative without
DNvision,

Mr. SPEAKER l°ft the Chair and 1he House
went into Committee of Supply, Mr. SMITH n ‘he
Chair.

DAMAGES AT PELICAN ISLAND

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, this Resolu-
tior seeks the approval of the Committee for $1,500
to reinstate some damaged wall at Pelican lsland.
Recently, as perhaps the majority of hon, members
must have seen, we have been getting some very heavy
seas and as a result damage was done not only to
the Pelican Island wall but also to the walls along
the Princes Alice Playing Field. This Resolution is
explained in the Addendum, as follows:—

““‘The Sea wall at Pelican Island has becn extei-
sively damaged by the recent heavy seas, and a large
portion of it has been demolished. It is estimated
that the cost of replacement will be $1,500. No funds
are available to meet the eost of this unforeseen work.,
as a sum of only $500 is provided in the Current
estimates under this item for general maintenanca
purposes. Supplementary provision of $1,500 is there-
fore required.”’

There is hardly anything more to say on this,
Sir, except that the Director of Public Works after
examining the situation feels it is a very urgent
matter. I appreciate the point made by the hon.
junior member for Christ Church—that is, on the
face of it—1I would say that in as much as ihis Deep
‘Water Harbour is to bec constructed it is hardly anv
need for spending money at this stage. That migns
appear to be all well and good, but one has to remem-
ber that it may be ancther five years before the Harv-
bour is constructed, during which time ccnsiderable
damage may be done to the property at Pelican if
early protection is not given to the sea wall,

3.45 p.m.

Therefore, as I say. although on the face of it,
it would appear to be an unnecessary waste of money
to pass this Resolution, yet we have the advice of
the Director of Public Works, who 1 am sure hou.
members will agree with me, would nct put us to
any unnecessary experse. We have cnly to take his
advice and if we fail, we will have to take the consc-
quences; but he has strongly recommended that this
work be undertaken. As a matter of fact, he would
have appreciated if I had tried to get this Resolu-
tior through the House since last week in order to
begin this reconstructinn work, Despite the urgency
of the matter, I feel that the House should be given
an opportunity even to go to Pelican Island and see
the positior for themselves, With those few remarks,
T beg to move that this Resolution dc now pass.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: T heg to second that.

Mr, ALLLDER': Mr. Chairman, T would like to
know from the Hon. Minister if the recent heavy
seas are really responsible for the present damage
which he has mentioned, or if this damage has been
done as a result of the hurricane of last vear. What
I cannot understand is this: because the Director of
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Fazsmmme——

Public Works has made a suggestion that these
repairs be done now, ihe Government in one breath
is telling us that the works in connection with the
Deep Water Harbour have already becn started,
whzeh would include Pelican Island

Hon. M. E. COX- On a point of Order. I do
not know who told the hon, member that. I am sure
tnat no such statement was ever made in this House
of Assembly; all the statements made ir connection
with these works have l:een in respect of access roads.

Mr. ALLDER: Officials of this Government have
been making anncuncements from time to time mot
only here, but in the I’ress about the eomiencement
of the Deep Water Herbour. The Hon. Premier has
made a statement to that effect on several cccasions
during this session. What is more the Hen. Ministor
knows that Mr. Coode, the Contractor who will un-
dertake the construction of the Deep Water Harbour,
is expected to arrive here at any time, and the Hon.
Minister should not try to press for this money for
the repairs of Pelican Island at this time. If tne
contractor is expected to be in the Island shortly,
the Government should wait until such time as the
contractor arrives and find out what is his opinion
as to whether it is necessary to embark on this expen-
diture now, or if it is necessary to delay it. If this
contractor is coming as the Press has told us he 1s
coming, then there is nro harm if the Government
waited for his advice.

I know that the Director of Public Works is
responsible for keeping Government property n
order, and it is possible that he is notking to do
with the proposal to build the Deep Water Harbour;
but it is the Government’s business to decide whether
+his work should be stavted first, or whether it would
he unnecessary to spend this amount of money at
this time. However, it does appear to me as if this
money will be thrown away if it were to be spent
~ow. There is no sense in spending money on Peli-
can Island at this stage, because in a ccuple of month’s
time the whole place might be demolished and in-
cluded in the Scheme for the Deep Water Harbour.
The buildings there are not damaged; ail T am told
1s that the breakwater or parts thereof, have been
damaged, and they have been damaged for some time
now. Therefore I do not see why there should be
this haste in throwing away money again.

As regards the breaskwater at the Princess Alice
Playing Field, 1 do not krow if that is included ir
this Resolution; T would like the Hon. Minister to
tell me whether the Princess Alice Playing Field is
included in this Resoiution. I have seen excavations
heing carried out near to the Princess Alice Play-
ing Field and operations may be stretched across
to Pelican Island, I am appealirg to the Hon. Min-
ister to see that it is umnecessary to prese this Reso-
Intion; if he went down there, he would see that
it is unnecessary to dc so. The Hon, Mivister knows
that work on the Deep Water Harbour will be start-
ed, or it has been started already, only that the pres-
ent work is not being carried out on as large a
scale as it will be carried out when the contractor
comes out, when the real operations will be started.

Mr. GODDARD: If I had known previously
what the Hon. Minister said just now that there is
a possibility that operations may not be started for
five years

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of Order. T did
not say that; I said that operations may be eon-
cInded in another five years.

Mr. GODDARD: Well, if this work is going to
take five years to be completed, they will start this
vear and they will be wasting $1,500. That is my
argument. If it is proposed that they will take five
vears to finish this work, then they are goirg to start
this year. That is a simple deduction, If that is so,

'

why are they going to spend this money on these
repairs now$? As the last speaker has said, the KEn-
gineer is expected to be in this Island unext month,
and he would be in a position to advise the Govern-
wment whether to effect these repairs or not. As a
matter of fact, if we pass this Resclution today, it
is very likely that the Engineer will come here in
a couple of weeks’ time and advise the Government
not to worry with these repairs, and they will not
do anything. The Government likes to take advice
from people from abroad, but the advice of the local
people does not matter; Members of the House who
seem to know something about this situaticn down
there will be told that they don’t know anything.

I claim that if they are going to start work on
the Deep Water Harbour as soon as the Hon. Min-
iter says they are going to start it, we are wasting
this money by voting this money today. In today’s
newspaper it is stated that the remcval of the Quar-
antine Station is under consideration; the buildings
will therefore be left so that the Engineer ean carry
on. There will be an anchorage for the operation. I
think that the money will be better spent in pro-
tecting the Princess Alice Playing Ficla vow; if
the wall is not protected, the property will go into
the sea. If what the Hon. Minister says is true, it
is more obvious that we should not vote this money
today; from his deduction, we are going to start
this work this year. I am very pleased to hear him

say that the work will be completed in another five

years’ time; therefore we are wasting money in put-
ing a few rocks down there now.
3.55 p.m,

~ Mr. HAYNES: I view this matter even from a
lifferent angle from that of the previous speakers. I
take it that the buildings of the Quarantine Statious
will have to be removec, and they are only repairing
this breakwater so as tc save these buildings. If yeu
are going to remove these buildings, why not come
and say:— ‘“We will get such and such & place as
a Quarantine Station and remove the huildings?*’
This money would go towards the Temoval of the
buildings.

Why are you repairing them if you will have
to move them soon? I cannot quite follow the reason.
What 1 gather from the Hon. Minister is that these
repairs are to protect the buildings. Why not take the
money and move them? That is how I look at it.
Of course, I might be convinced if I get a more lucid
explanation from the Minister on this point.

Hon. M, E. COX: Mr. Chairman, T might not
have made the position ag clear as I should have.
The hon. member should appreciate that the construc-
tion of the Deep Water Harbour is to be carried
out in stages: and I believe T am correct in sayving
that while it is true that other quarters for the 'pur-
pose of quarantine have to be sought, it is equally
true that the contractors for the Deep Water Harbour
for.some time will be occupying the buildings at
Pelican. In other words, the buildings at Pelican
will still be there to use as offices for the contractors.

The hon. senior member for St. John spoke about
the contractors, Messrs. Coode, coming here next
month. Messrs. Coode are not the contractors. As
a matter of fact, we have not been able to pet the
plans for the construction of the Deep Water Harbour
vet. Messrs. Coode, as far as T know, are the consult-
ing engineers; they are not the contractors.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Chairman, I beg to apolo-
gise for the mistake. T took it that Messrs. Coode
were the contractors.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, after we have
got the plans and approved of them, tenders will be
called for the construection of the Harbour. T think
hon. members will agree that that will take somé
time because we want to get the best terms. T
envisage the notice for tenders lasting something like
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four or five months if you want to give full publicity
»f the contract to people all over the British Kmpire
and may be America. Yoy can therefore see that
tnis work will not pe carried out as quickly as some
honourable members may think, neither will these
buildings be removed as early as they anticipate.

I may state for example that there is a property
or two in Fontabelle which in all probability Govern:
ment will have to purchase to lend access to the
Harbour. The engineers, as far as 1 know, have sug-
gested that one or two of these properties can be used
for sometime-—may be two to three years—before the
actual building or buildings are demolished. I brought
this to your attention to show you the stages in which
this work will be carriew out. I will therefore like
1e assure hon. members that there will be sometime
—possibly a long time—before these buildings at
Felican will be removed, therefore, we will have to
rrotect them as long as they are there. In addition.
there is the fact that Pelican ig still used as a quaran-
tine station.

At first sight, somebody will say that if you intend
to remove this building why should you spend money
on it now. In the present circumstances we have
been advised that the wise thing to do is to protect
this building by spending this money. As far as 1
know, it will not be a permanent structure. The
material which will be used, or at least quite a lot of
the material, will be ahle to be used again. If hcn
members had the time to peep at the construction
there, so far as the barriers are concerned, they will
see that they are made out of a sort of packed stone
instead of & concrete structure. T understand that
this work will be done in a similar way.

4.05 p.m.

I feel that this work will be similar to that
already there, and therefore, Sir, I again appeal to
members to agree to this Resolution because it is
absolutely necessary and urgent, and it is protecting
the buildings may be for another three or four years:
because that, as far as I remember, is the last stage
of the development in so far as the construction of
the Deep Water Harbour is concerned.

Mr. HAYNES: Mr. Chairman, T am afraid the
Hon. Minister seems rather confused. He said they
are going to use the buildings for offices and also
quarantine stations.

Hon. M. B. COX: I did not say that, Mr.

Chairman. On a point of order, I said it is known

that the quarantine stations will be removed else-
where. When those are removed those buildings
now on the site will be used as offices.

Mr. ALLDER: Mir. Chairman, it does not seem
logical for the engineers or contractors to use Pelican
as their offices when they do come. If they intend

to use Pelican in truth as their headquarters, I can--

not see them not trying to connect it to the mainland
in as short @ time as possible, because the thousands
of people who would have to go to their offices to
iransact business would find it very difficult to cross
the water to get there; and if the contractors intend
to use that as the headquarters, in my humble
they will have to connect it to the mainland as soon
as possible. It does not sound possible and if they
do not intend to conuect it in case they are going
to see it as their headquarters within the shortest
“ime possible, the Houn. Minister should suggest to
them that they put their offices else-where, because
he should know by now' what great inconvenience the
public would have to put up with. It does not seem
on all fours, Mr. Chairman, and T would appeal to
the hon. member again. There is nothing wrong if
the Hon. Minister postpones the Resolution until the
rngineer comes. If the engineer comes and he sug.

gests that they would want to use Pelican Island
in the near future, well then, it would be very
easy to have the money voted; but to go ahead and
spend money and when that gentleman arrives and
his plans prove that Pelican would be changed up in
the near future and that operations to connect the
two Islands would start shortly, then the Hon. Min-
ister would see, although it would have been too late
then, that we were right.

Mr. BARROW: Mzr. Chairman, there are a few
elementary facts relating to the geography of the
carth and of the tides of Pelican Island that the
Hon. Minister of Communications seems to be bliss-
fully unaware of. I take it, Mr. Chairman, that what
he echooses to call the dry pack breakwater has been
Jdemolished by the spring tide; but by the time he
starts the operation to repair the breach in the forti-
fications of Pelican Island, the autumn tides will be
on us and the autumn tides are far worse than the
spring tides. As a matter of fact, the spring tides
have been unusual in the severity of the dilapidation
of places such as the breakwater at Pelican, at the
Reef and other parts of the Island.

Now, Sir, what has happened to the dry pack
four foot cube blocks that constituted the breakwater
on the West; on the South and on the Eastern side
of Pelican Island is this. To the North of Pelican
there is a concrete slip way whieh protects the Hos-
pital on the Northern tip of the Island. The break-
water which has been damaged will take about six
good masons two days to replace and probably two
divers from the Department of Highways and Trans-
port or the Harbour Master’s Office or from what-
ever source they can be acquired. I fail to see, Mr.
Chairman, how we can spend $1,500 replacing Bar-
bados ILime Stone breakwater which in September
will be washed away again and which will completely
be obliterated as soon as the engineers begin their
operations in that vicinity. I do not like double talk
as you appreciate Mr. Chairman, and know from
experience ; and I would like the Minister of Commu-
nications now to tell the House something that
other members do not appear to be cognisant of; anid
that is, that the buildings on Pelican are going to be
the first buildings to be removed with the Deep Water
Harbour project; I would like him to say categori-
cally (if it is humanly possible for him to say any-
thing in a straightforward manner) and I do not
think it is any part of our duty to employ contrac--
tors and pay them $24,000,000 to do a job and provdie
officers for them. Every self-respecting firm of engin-
eers and contractors has a portable office or group of
offices. These buildings are usually made out of prec-
fabricated metal and, are constructed within the space
of twelve or twenty-four hours. The buildings at
Pelican are riddled with termites; they are unfit for
human habitation because of neglect by the Depart-
ment .over which the hon. senior member for St.
Michael happens to preside, something which is
consistent with his tenure of office and these di-
lapidations will involve the taxpayers of this
island unfortunately in an expense which would
probably be better left unspent. It would be of great
benefit to the island if the buildings could be washed
into the sea. There is only one breakwater that
deserves that name and that is on the northernmost
tip of the island itself. That island is going to be
obliterated. The contractors intend—and T sayv this
without any fear of contradiction, unless the Manis-
ter gets them to change their minds—to demolish
those buildings in the preliminary stage of the oper-
ations, and the Minister has the effronterv and the
temerity—mot to speak of the wanton aundacity—to
get np and say the buildings will be there for three
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years to house the contractors. Do you mean to
tell me now, Sir, that when you embark upon the
project in the northern parish of this island to build
your monument down there in the commercial line,
as 1 understand you intend to do at some future
stage, that first you must put up a bungalow for the
eontractor to have his lunch in, and to pay his work-
men in? And when you are dealing with a firm which
has some experience of major civic projects in all
parts of the British Empire, it is the Minister’-
duty to tell us that they do not bring down their
prefabricated huts and set up offices in the normal
way and that it is not part and parcel of the contraet
that we should supply them with office space. Is he
saying that as an excuse to hoodwink members of this
Chamber, and to allow some quarry owner of Barba-
‘dos to earn an increment in his business?

415 p.m.

I sincerely hope that the Hon. Minister will ot
come lack here in September or (ctober when we
really have heavy seas at Pelican Island, and tell
us that the dry-packed breakwater has been broken
away again. The whole policy of the Government has
been conducted in a dry- packed manner, and that
is why our money is being constantly fritterea away
by irresponsible Resolutions of this kind.

I see in the Addendum to this Resolution the
writing on the wall; 1 see the writing on the sea
wall at Pelican.” This Government has been warned
that the tides in that vicinity are very severe at the
time of the spring or vernal equinox and the autumn-
al equinox. During the months of September and
October every year, we get very heavy tides in that
district, and it means that if this operation is going
t) be carried out on this basis, in due course the con-
tractors will come back to the Government and say
that the foundation which they have put down, anc
the stones which they have dumped into the sea in
gea-wall for the Deep Water Harbour have all been
wash away by the tides. That is the fear that every
fisherman and every individual who is acquainted
with navigation along the shores of Barbados has
entertained; they are best acquainted with the pro-
blem. I hope that the taxpayers’ money will not
be washed into the sea when we have the autummnal
equinox.

Mr. LEWIS: 1 was hoping that my colleague
would arrive in time because at present, I am the sol.
representative of IPelican; and I apologise to the
people of this Colony if we should use some of their
taxes in putting a breakwater down there. Mr
Chairman, I would like to read out a few figures.
in the Estimates, under the Head ‘‘Public Works’’,
in 1954-55, the sum of $1,191 was voted in respect
of Pelican Island; in 1955-56, we voted $1,500 and in
this year, we have voted $500. The Government
ilself appears not to be spending any money or not
s0 much money, on Pelican Tsland this year, becaus:
they have cut out $1.000 of the money for whieh
they were previously asking. They have put in the
Hstimates for this year, the sum of $500, which is the
lcwest estimate in respect of Pelican Island for maryv
years. Therefore, it is their own policy today whick
iz confronting them in respect of their proposed ac-
tion.

I am suggesting to the Hon. Minister that with
good grace he should withdraw this Resolution. Un-
der Ttem 13, ‘‘Unforeseen Minor Works’> we have
voted the sum of $1,000 and the Hon. Minister counld
wut that amount with this $500 voted in respect of
Felican Tsland: and if he still wants to repair th:
walls, he can do that. e should consider the matter
in that way. ‘‘Unforeseen Minor Works’’ can be
eovered under hurricane damage or anvthing of that
sort: not only that, but we have the Ttem ‘‘Contin-
geneies’ for which the sum of $1,500 has been voted.

Has all of that money been spent already? I think
it 1s quite easy for the Government to use this money
under ‘" Unforeseen Minor Works’’. It must have
Leen a question of Unforeseen Minor Works with the
Government because they had no intentions of
spending this money this year. I suggest to ihe
hon. member that he should withdraw this Resolu-
tron and not give the impression in addition to the
fact that it is definitely unnecessary, that the
Government is very pessimistic about the progress
of the DeepWater Harbour. If the Contractors and
the Engineers are going to bring down their prefa-
bricated offices and storerooms, they may have cer-
tain furniture which they may not like to keep in
a termite-infested place. If it is used as a place at
which to store material in a workshop, it would be
a good thing to conmeect it at least by a road across,
because they will have to run their trucks across
there, and at present it is not very convenient for
them to do so.

4.25 p.m.

The question that the Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative, the House
dividing as follows:

Ayes: Hon. M. E. Cox, Hon. R. G. Marp, Mrs.
Bourng, Mr. HoLpEr, Mr. BryaN, Mr. VAuGHAN, Mr.
F. L. Wancorr and Mr. J. C. MorTLeEYy—S8.

Noes: Mr. Barrow, Mr. LEwis, Mr. AvLpEr, Mr.
Tvpor and Mr. GoDDARD——5,

On motion of Hon. M. E. COX, seconded by Hon.
E G. MAPP, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the passing
of ome Resolution in Commattee.

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

On separate motions of Hon. M. E. COX, second-
el by Hon. B. G. MAPP in each case, the Resclution
was read a first and second time and agreed to.

LEAVE TO TAKE ORDER NO. 4

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I am asking
leave to take Order No. 4 which stands in the name of
the Hon. Premier as the next Order of the Day.

There being no objection, leave was granted tha
ITon. Minister.

THE JUDICIAL AND LEGAL SERVICE
COMMISSION BILL., 1956

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
now stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of
Communications, Works and Housirg: Second
reading of a Bill to make provision for a Commis
sion to exercise certain functions in relation to
judieial and legal appointments in the service of
thic Island.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr, Speaker, the Objects and
Reasons of this Bill are pretty simple. As hon. mem-
hers will see, its object is to set up a commission
i respect of the appointment of judicial and legal
officers. In doing so it will remove from the Public
Service Commission the authority to make reeom-
mendations so far as the appointment of these
judicial officers are concerned.

As hon. members will see, an additional sub-
cle tise is added to the Public Service Commission Aot
%0 as to give effect to this change. Sub-vection (4)
of Section 9 of the principal Aect is amended by
adding thereto the following additional pavagraph:

“(f) any office set out in the First Schedule

to the Judicial and Lega! Service Com-
mission Aet, 1956.”’

If vou look at the Public Service Commission
Act 1951, you will see as regards the functicn of the
Commission that nothing shall applyv to the follow-
ing office or classes of offices —

A




fe

"Commission such as the Public Service

MAY 29, 1956 99

(a) the Govermor, or any office of which the
holder is ex-officio a member of the Execu-
tive Committee of the Island or any membar
of the Governor’s personal staff;

(b) the Chief Justice of the Island;

(e) the Chairman or any member of the Com-

mission ;

(d) any office or rank in any mnaval, military
or air force constituted by or raised under
any law;

Those offices do not come under the Public Ser-
vice Commission and likewise (f) seeks now to re-
move the legal officers from that Commission.

Honourable members know that the Public
Service Commission is responsible for making ap-
pointments to the Judiciary and it is felt that a
Commission
is not competent to make those recommendations;
hence this Bill seeks to amend in the first place the
Public Service Commission Act in order to give
effect to these appointments being made under the
and Legal Commission, and in the second place, it is
in keeping with what exists in other countries; that
js, the Public Service Commission has nothing to do
with the appointments of these legal posts. I beg to
move that this Bill be now read a second time,

Hon. R. G. MAPP : I beg to second: thar.

The question that the Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
diviston.

On motion of Honourable M. E. COX, seconded
by Honourable B. G. MAPP, Mr. SPEAKER left
the Chair and the House went inte Committee on the
Bill Mr. SMITH being in the Chair.

Clausc v was calied amd passea.

Clause 2 was colled. It reads as follows:—

2. Subsection (4) of section 9 of the prineipal
Act is hereby amended by adding thereto the follow-
ing additional paragraph:—

““(f) any office set out in the First Schedule to
the Judiecial and Legal Service Commission Act.
1956,

Hon. M. E. COX - I teg to move that Clause 2
stand part.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: T beg to second that.

Mr. BARROW : Mr. Chairman, there are sev-
eral sub-clauses in Clause 2 of this Bill. Sub-clause
1 of Clause 2 states that ‘‘there shall be a Commis-
sion to be known as the Judicial and Legal Commis-
gion (in this Aect referred to as ‘‘the Commssion’’}
which shall consist of :—

(a) the Chief Justice;

(b) the Attorney General;

(e¢) the Chairman of the Public Service Com-
mission, and

(d) not more than two persons appointed by
the Governor being persons not in  the
service of the Crown in right of its Gov-
ernment of this Island who have held high
judicial office.”” Then in sub-clause 2 you
will notice the following:—

“(2) Tt shall be the duty of the Com-
mission to make recommendations to the
Governor on any question which he sha'l
refer to it in acecordance with the provis-
ions of this Section, but nothing in this
section shall be construed as requiring the

the Governor or the Secretary of State to
act in accordanee with the recommenda-
tions of the Commission.”’

I think that the average membher of the Civil
Rervice and the average man in the street would
like to know exactly who makes appointments io
posts in the Public Service of this Island T really

thought, Mr. Chairman that this Bill was going te
darify the matter in so far as legal appointments
are concerned, but on serutinising Section two care-
tully I see ro way out of the morass and uncertainty
which now surrounds Government servarts in the
question of promotion and appoirtment, At some
‘imes we hear the legal posts in this island being
referred to as the Colonial Legal Service; then in
some irstances we hear of people being dismissed
without fair trial, without any specified allegations
teing brought against them and we hear that Col-
onial Regulations Rule No. 66 or some other number
has been brandished in the face of the unfortunate
member of the public service. We of the iegal depart-
ment know otherwise. Now, in Clause two of this
Bill, the hon. member does not seem to he aware
of the Bill which he asked permission to debate
because that Bill, Mr. Chairman, is the one which
I am quoting from now and not the one be thougns
he was doing, and Your Honour could straighten
him up on that point. I see he now has the righs
Bill before him and perhaps he can follov, me now.
The Bill which he thought he was doing is the Bill
t0 amend the Public Service Commissior: Aect, 1951,
He should ask Your Honour to proce:d with the
1956 Bill. Is the hon member satisfied” If he con-
fesses he has made a mistake and wofild like to pro-
ceed with the other Bill. T would be glad to sit
dowr. As I was saying, Mr. Chairman, if you ask
any member of the Public Service Establishment,
anyone drawing more than £450 a year in this Island
w'hether they are servants of the Crowr, whethar
tuey are servants of the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, I am sure they are not three people in
the serviee of this Island to tell vou *he arswer.
As a matter of fact, they are people who think they
are in the service of the Prime Minister of this
1qlanq, ineluding people in responsible positions in
the financial branches of the Government Service
We have people now in the Legal Department (and
1 you want me to call names—I think it is unneces-
sary because Your Henour would know exactly ta
whom I refer—) who honestly believe thet they ara
personal servants of the senior member for §-
Joseph, your colleague. the Prime Minister of thiy
country, In the other islands, Mr. Chairman, the
legal service is the Colonial Legal Service: and a
Civil Servant in the Legal Service @may be trans-
ferred from any colony within the British Com:
monwealth to another.

In Barbados very many vacancies are never
advertised in the other eolonies at all, although
other colonies advertise for vacancies in their Legal
Department. Vacancies in Barbados are seldom, if
ever, advertised in other colonies. It would there-
fore appear, Mr. Chairman, that somebody in Bar-
bados has been making these legal appointments,
and we would like to know who has been making
them and why? Many Magistrates in Barbados
would like to know whether they are employees of
the Government for the time being, personal lackeys
of the Officer administering the Government of this
colony or Her Majesty’s Civil Servants. Now, Mr.
Chairman, you know better than anyone else that I
am wo protagonist of imperialism. Mr. Chairman,
apparently the honourable member made a mistake
and T do not want to say anymore.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I must
apologise for the mistake. They are two Bills which
are similar and it should have been No. 7 instead
of No. 4, and T am asking that you report progress
and ask leave to sit again.

Hon. R. G. MAFP: 1 beg to seecond that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, it depends on
xho has a motion before the Committee. If the
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honourable member would like me to make the
motion for him I would do so. I beg now to move
that the House report progress and ask leave to sit
again.

Mr. TUDOR: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the
affirmative without dwvision.

My. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and re-
ported accordingly.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION (AMEND-
MENT) BILL

Hon. M. E. COX: I am afraid I must apol-
ogise to the House. What I dealt with at first was
Order No. 7, but I did ask permission to deal with
No. 4. The two Bills are similar and have the same
effect. I am asking leave to take Order No. 7.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: 1 beg to second that.

There being no objection leave was granted the
Hon. Minister.

Hon. M. K. COX: Sir, Order No. 7T is as I
said an amendment to the Public Service Commis-
ston Act, 1951 and the vemarks I made just now
are relative to this particular Bill.

I therefore, beg to move that this Bill be now
read a second time.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: T beg to secoud that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, I am asking the
honourable member to make a note so that he might
be able to look it up and tell me. 1 see that as
far as the Schedule is concerned it says that ‘I
so-and-so being a member of the Public Service
Commission ete. ete.,”” and then at the end ‘‘Sworn
before me this day etec.”” and there is no place for
the person making the declaration to sign. I dc
not know if a mistake was made but the honourable
member will find a form on-page 391 of the Laws
of Barbados. It reads funny to me to say: ‘I
so-and-so solemnly and sincerely declare
§0-and-80...veeeernnnnne Sworn before me’’ and the man
himself making the declaration has nowhere to sign.
At first glanee it looks wrong but perhaps the
honourable member can explain,

Hon. M. E. COX: If the honourable member
1ooks in the original Act, the Act says ‘‘so-and-so
having been appointed ete............ 7, it 1s the same
form. Your name goes in this column, and it is
not necessary for you to sign your name as far
as I see here, and then the Chief Secretary signs
at the bottom, so this is the old form.

This is the old form, and this Bill is drafted
similarly to that form.

Mr. BARROW : I think that in matters of this
kind, when we come to the oath of office to be taken
by the Chairman and the Secretary of the Commission
things like oaths and affirmations should best be left
to be prescribed by the Chief Justice or some other
competent authority. I do not think that this is the
sort of thing which ean be put into legislation at all
Everybody knows what an cath is, that somebody has
to give good service and not disclose anything, and
all the amended Act should say is that an oath should
be taken not to disclose so and so, by the particular
party and leave the matter to the diseretion of the
person who is administering the oath. We will
always get into trouble if we go setting out the pre
cise form in which an oath should be taken, and the
difficulty is that we are faced with the factual situa-
tion suggested by the hon. senior member for St.
Michael, that you need not subseribe your name at
all.

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of Order. I said
that there was no provision made for putting your
name at the bottom.

Mr. BARROW: Perhaps I will leave it to the
hon. junior member for St. Joseph to explain to the
1ion. Miuister what the word ‘‘subscribe’’ means. The:
Hon. Minister said that it is not necessary to sub-
seribe your name; well, with his little knowledge of
the matter, all you need do is to put in your name I
do not need to say anythino more about that, becaus.
the hon. member will realise that I have reported
him accurately, perhaps in a little more flamboyant
language than he is wont to use.

I do not see the efficacy of any oath which is not
signed by the party who has to take the oath, If it is
a verbal oath, you need not sign anything at all, bu-
leave it to the person who is dealing with the matter.
I think that all of this embarrassment could have
been saved if they had not tried to dot the “iI’s and
cross the “t’s” too much. Now that the hon. jun-
ior member for St. Joseph has enlightened the Hon
Minister he will appreciate what I am driving at.

There is another aspect of the Bill which needs
close attention and it is this: I wonder whether the
purposes which have been outlined could not have

been better served by completely revising the Public -

Service Commission Act, of 1951. Without being
previous in any way, there is amother Bill which is
shortly to engage the attention of this Chamber, a
Bill which, in some respects diminisheg and ecuts.
down on the provisions of the Public Service Com-
wission Act of 1951. I think that without elabora-
ting too much on that Bill with which we are not yvet
dealing, I would, suggest to the Hon. Minister that,
since this is not really and iruly his individual port-
folio, he postpone the further consideration of this
matter, so that the two Bills can be scrutinized more
carefully. I do not want to elaborate on this matter
at this stage, because the strictures which I want to
apply are more appropriate to another Bill than the
one which is now beforc us. T feel that there should
be an amendment to the Public Service Commission
Act, and it should embody very many more features
of reform than the present amendment which is now
before us.

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the af firmatiwe without
deviston.

On the motion of Hon. M. E. COX, seconded by
Hon. R. G. MAPP, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair,
and the House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr.
SMITH being in the Chair.

Clause 1 was called and passed.

Clause 2 was called.

Hon. M. E. COX:
stand part of the Bill.

Hon. R. 'G. MAPP:
4.55 pm.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I would just like
to draw attention to the fact that we are taking
away from the jurisdiction of the Public Serviee
Commission the offices of Puisne Judge, Registrar,
Magistrate, Deputy Registrar, Solicitor General,
Assistant to the Attorney General and Legal
Draughtsman, Assistant Legal Draughtsman, Public
Trustee and we are putting them into a Bill to be
dealt with by an employee in the Judiciary of the
Government. I think that this matter will be prop-
erly discussed when we refer to the other Bill but
I would like to ask the Hon. Premier if he thinks
that these people should be appointed on the recom-
mendation of someone in the Serviece who is still
looking for promotion probably in the Barbados
Service. I am referring particularly to the Attorney
General. I do not think that somebody who has
been in practice before him should be appointed by
him. Woulq@ he recommend himself for a higher

I beg to move that Clause 2

I beg to second that.
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post, say like that of Puisne Judge if that office is
higher than that of Attorney General?

The question that Clause 2 stand part was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Clause 3 was called and passed.

Clause 4 was called and passed.

Clause 5 was called. It reads as follows:—

5, This Act shall come into operation on such
day as the Governor shall by proclamation in the
Official Gazette appoint.’’

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to move that Clause 5

stand part.
Hon. R. G. MAPP: 1 beg to second that.
Mr. LEWIS: 1 wonder if the hon. member

would explain why this Act must be proclaimed.
I know that at times there are reasons for proeclaim-
ing a Bill but this Bill does not strike me as one
which should be proclaimed. Can the hon. member
say why it is necessary? After we passed this Bill,
it should take its course.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, in prac-

tically every case, where it is impossible through un- |

foreseen circumstances to know when an Act should
be brought into forece, you put in this Clause. It is
better to do it this way.

Mr. LEWIS : I take it that because there are
1wo Aects dealing with the same thing, you would
like to bring them into force together. Probably,
you do not want this Act to come into operation
before the other one.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Apart from any other
difficulty, it must be borne in mind that we are
revising the Judiciary (and I hope to start
the Bill dealing with the matter this evening). We
may find that recommendations or amendments are
made to the present Act which may to some extent
affect the functions of the Public Service and so on.
It is purely a matter that you cannot say that you
are ready next week, so to speak, to go on with it.

The question that Clause 5 stand part was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

The Schedule was called. It reads as follows:—

Hon. M. BE. COX: I beg to move that the
Schedule stand part.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: 1 beg to second that.

Chairman
I , being a member
of the Public Service Commission, do
swear
solemnly and sincerely declare and affirm
................................................ that I will freely and
Wlthout fear or favou:, affection or ill-will, give my
counsel and advice to the Governor of the Island ia
connection with all such matters as may he referred
to the Public Service Cemmission urder the Public
Service Commission Aet, 1951, and that I will not
directly or indirectly reveal any such matters to any
unauthorised person or otherwise than in the course
of duty.
Sworr
Declared before me this

Chlef Secretary.

B. To be taken by the Secretary.

I . being Seeo-
retary of the Public Scrvice Commxselon do

swear

solemnly and sincerely affirm
.................................................... that T will not directly
or indirectly reveal to any unauthorised person or
otherwise than in the course of duty any matter which

may be referred to the Public Service Commission
under the Public Service Commissior: Aet, 1951,
Sworn before me this day of
Declared

A. To be taken by Chairman or Member.
Chief Secretary.

OATH OF OFFICE

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, can the hon. mem-
ber give me some information on this Schedule? I
do not know if the hon. senior member for St. Joseph
can help me. Apparently in the Act of 1951 there
was no provision for the person taking the oath to
sign it. Usually the practice is when an oath is
administered, for the person who administers it and
the one to whom it is administered to sign it. Appar-
ently from this form in the Schedule that person
who witnesses the administration of it signs it and
not the person to whom it is administered. Aceord-
ing to this form it is impossible for one to say that
the Chief Secretary or the person to whom it is ad-
ministered signs it. As it is, at some future date,
perhaps the person to whom ‘it is administered ecan
say that the oath was not put to him.

I do not know if it is an oversight on the last
oceasion. I do not know if it is that the oath needs
not to be signed by the person so long as somebody
witnesses it, but it strikes me as funny. Can the
hon. senior member for St. Joseph help?

What I would like to suggest, if it is necessary,
we can put in a line of leaders on the left with the
words ‘‘Chief Secretary’’ underneath so that that
person may append his signature there ( I think
that is the usual place for such signatures to be
placed) and allow the line on the right side for
the Chairman or member to append his signature.
5.05 p.m.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I really do not know
what is domne. I would say if it came before me and
I was asked about it, T would make the Chairman or
members sign and the person before whom the oath
is taken also to sign that the swearing has taken
place before him. If I were doing it, that is what I
would do although th2 form does mot make it suffi-
ciently clear that the person taking the oath should
sign. It may be that the practice is because he him-
self writes his name ip that is enougk, but when hon.
members swear at the cpening of the Session they
write their names underneath. In the Exccutive Com:-
mittee I think we write both places. [A VOICE:
‘What do you swear?] We swear not to disclose
what we say,

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairmar, the other part
that worries me about this business of taking the
oath of office is whether the Chief Seeretary is a
competent person to administer them. The Chief
Justice is going to appoint people to this Commission
and he is going to be the Chairman. He takss av oath
of office when he becomes Chief Justice. You do not
ask the Chief Justice to take an oath as_Chairman
of the Public Service Commission. Because of the
nature of his office as such he has to take an oath
just as the Officer admiristering the Government of
this colony has to; but what is worrying me is
whether the Chief Secretary of Barbados is a com-
petent person to administer an oath, because it would
seem he would need to make an oath himself. There
is a famous passage that reads: “A man unto just
causes where such creatures as men doubt. . . . . i
and I know of no Law in Barbados-—I will not tax
the powers of improvisation of the hon. senior mem-
ber for St. Joseph to finrd such a law, but T certainly
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cannot call one to mind which makey the Chief Sec-
retary competent to do this even under the Letters
Patent. I just know of no such law and [ know the
Lon. member for St. Joseph knows a lot cf laws no-
hody in Barbados knows anything about, and with-
«at irritating him too much I would like him to te!l
us which law it is that the Chief Secrciary is a
competent person to administer an oath svch as this.
This is as serious as one which we take when we be-
come members of this Hon. Chamber, or as serious
as the one which the Lord Chief Justice ot Barbados
exhorts or extorts from the Governor when he seis
foot on the landing steps out here, but I personally
have never heard of a Chief Secretary adwinistering
these oaths, and 1 think if we are going tc zive him
that authority we should place it in the Laws and
not by subseription in the Schedule appended to the
Act.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I will confess for the
ber efit of the hon. member that for this like all laws
I only guessed at it.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division.

Hon. M. E. COX:
of the Bill in Committee.

Hor. R. G. MAPP I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the ajfir-
matwe without diviston and Mr. SPEAKER resumed
(he Chair and reported accordingly.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that the Bill
be read a third time.

Hon. Dr. H. G. I CUMMINS:
ond that.

The question was put and resolveq in the affir-
mative without division.

Hon. M. E. COX:
Jo now pass.

Hon. R. G. MAPP I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in ihe affir-
malive without division.

I beg to report the passing

I Leg to sec.

I beg to move that the Bill

RULES COMMITTEE

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS. Mr. Speaker,
Fefore I move the adjournment I am asking leave to
move the appointment of the Rules Committes.
This should have been done at the opening of the
1llouse, but it was omitted; so I am askine leave that

the Rules Committee of the last Session be re-
appointed.
Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member

first has to make a motion that the Committee he
appointed.

There being no objection leave was ¢ranted.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: T beg to move
that the Rules Committee of the last Sescion be re-
appointed.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. SPEAKER: T have the honour to appoint
the following to the Rules Committee.

Mr. SPEAKER, the Hon. Premier, tlie hon.
senior member for St. Liucy, the hon. junior member
for Christ Church, the hon. senior member for Christ
Chureh, the hon. senicr member for St. Thomas, the
hon. junior member for St. James, the bhon. senior
member for St. Philip, the hon. senior member for
St. George and the hon. Deputy Speaker.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Dr. H. G. . CUMMINS: I bez to move
that the House do now adjourn for balf an hour.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to Second that.

The question was put and egreed t¢ and Mr.
SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly.
515 p.m.

On re-assembling,

JUDICIAL AND LEGAL SERVICE
COMMISSION BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment, ths
House was about to resume Committee on the Bill to
vrovide for a Judicial and Legal Service Commission.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair and the House re-
sumed Committee, Mr. SMITH in the Chair,

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, 1 ask
leave to take charge of this Bill which was leing
oroceeded with in my absence. [Mr. LEWIS: The
&ill is in your name],

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When I reported on this
Bill, Clause 2 was being considered. The hon. senior
member for St. George was speaking.

Mr. LEWIS: I am the member who moved that
you report progress, Mr, Chairman, and I am
eatitled to continue the debate. I want to say, first
of all, that I understand that this Bill would be
proceeded with in the presence of the Hon. Premier,
and therefore I am not raising any objection to our
being in Committee on this Bill as we axc in Com-
mittee on it now. However, I am taking the oppor-
1unity to comment on Clause 2 of this Bill. Clause 2
of this Bill says that there shall be a Commission
to be known as the Judicial and Legal Service Com-
mission which shall consist of the Chief Justice,
the Attorney General, and so forth. I am questioniug
whether it is wise for the Attorney Genreral to be
sn that Commission ex officto, especially as the
advice of the Commission need not be taken in the
making of appointments. It is known that the
Attorney General of this Colony can be appointed
to the post of Chief Justice, and to have tne Attor-
ney General sitting as & member of the Commission
for the appointment of a Chief Justice scems to be
entirely out of place; he will be a judge in his own
cause, If he wants the post of Chief Justice, he
-hould not attend the meetings, but he is ex officso
a member of the Commission.

I do not know if the Government has considered
that position and still i+eis that the Attorney Geu-
eral should be a member of that Commission. He
is a servant of the Crown and he is therefore in a
position to give his adviee whether or »ot he is a
memher of the Commission. It seems to me somewhat
inconsistent that we should have these people hav-
ing a say in such a matter, and no doubt their
opinion will carry weight whether or -—ot the law
says that their opinior. need not be taken, Just
imagine that a man who is interested in a job him-
~elf is one of the persons who have to advise as to who
is to fill the post, a man who has t¢ say who is to
be appointed as Puisne Judge and then practise
before him! 1 should like to know if these points
have occurred to the Government in the framing of
-his Bill.

The next thing I would like to know is whether
it is correct to use the appellation *‘Chief Justice"’
:n this Bill. On a previous occasion it was pointad
out that we had to use the term “Chief Judge’’ or
““Chief Justice’’ in order to cover other Aects, ani
therefore I should like to know whether the terin
‘Chief Judge’” or ‘‘Chief Justice’’ should ‘e used
in this Bill. If it is a mistake, let it be corrected
now and do not let the mistake be pointed out to us.

In the Aet for the appointment of Boards at
the Transport Board and the Housing Authority, I
did not see anything to the effect that the Governcr
may, for cause assigred, remove from effice any
member of those Boards, T see that such wording is
in this Bill, and T wonder if this is a new form and
whether we should not go back and put tkat wording
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sn respect of the appointment of Boards like the
Transport Board and the Housing Authority. The
Act just said that ths Governor may remove from
cffice any member of the Board. When it comes to
this Bill you have the wording that ‘‘the Governor
may for cause assigned, remove from office a mem-
ber of the Commissior pursuant to paragraph (d)
of subsection (1) of this section.’’

These are just two points which I would like
te have cleared up. In the first place, T would not
like us to pass it and them have to come back to it.
I would like to know if this is a new form so that at
some future date I might be able to assist in the
appointment of an ordinary Board, or Committee,
or Authority by saying that the same thing should
apply.
€.00 p.m.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman, dealing
with the second point first, I would like to say that
it is so important that the administration of justice
appears to be manifestly unpolluted, that one should
see to it that this giving of reasous for changing
the Board and calling upon the advice ¢f the Gov-
crnment in judicial appointments should not have
the slightest suspicion attached to it. Therefore
if it is deemed advisable to remove a2 member things
will be done in such a way that the public will see
that in the particular instance it was advisable to
remove him without casting any particular doubt
on what was done before. If you were suddenly
t0 hear that somebody had resigned and no reason
were assigned, all sorts of rumours may start and
tiiat would cast doubt in a matter of so great im-
portance as judicial appointments to be made. I
do not know if this form is to be reported every time,
You say that if you are giving a person the right
to dismiss a person at his diseretion he should
give reasons; but it must be assumed that he acted
in a judicial way and that he exercised his discretion
n a way not to be arbitrary.

There is one case which I know of that went to
the Privy Council or House of Lords (I do not know
exactly) about some twenty years ago. It was a
case in which the facts were that the Governor had
the right to deport a person at his discretion and he
deported somebody without giving that man the
rizht to know what he was charged with or to defend
himself. I think it was the FPrivy Council which
éecidled the case. The Privy Council thought it was
zn elementary principle of British justice that should
be heard in his own defence and the Privy Couneil
stated that the man should be heard. That is so:
even if a Governor or anybody has the right to do
something, he must exercise it in his discretion.
This Bill is much stronger than that because the
Governor has to come out and say why; and that is
why it makes it impossible for the Governor to dis-
miss a person on frivolous grounds. This is the
answer to that point.

The other point was with respect to the Attorney
General. One never knows what is going to happen
when the Salaries Commissioner comes out here, but
if the office of Attorney General is going to be lower
than that of Puisne Judge and the Attorney General
is in running for the judgeship, all the Governor will
tell the Commission is that he is going to appoint
the Attorney General as Puisne Judge. It is essential
m judicial appointments that you must have the Attor
ney General and you must have people of high
judicial appointments. The Public Service Com-
mission, as it is at present comprised, has to an
extent a person of high judicial appointment on it
but one can see that the Public Service Commission

cannot recommend persons of that type for judicial
appointments.

Mr. LEWIS: What about the Chief Judge?

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I am sorry that the hon-
ourable senior member for St. George is not in his
place. He says that it is infre dig to call a Chief
Judge a Chief Justice. He seems to have forgotten
that there is a Lord Chief Justice in England. The
terms Chief Judge and Chief Justice are used. It
may be that some draughtsman once used the term
Chief Judge and then the term Chief Justice. There
are some Acts in which you find Chief Judge in one
Clause and in another Clause the term Chief Justice.
The position held by the Chief Judges of the colonies
is the position of Chief Justice, historically and
otherwise. We speak of the Chief Justice of Trini-
dad, the Chief Justice of the Lieeward Islands, the
the Chief Justice of Nigeria, and so on, so it is merely
that we have on our Statute Book the term Chief
Judge in one statute and Chief Justice in another.
I do know that in one Aect you will find both terms

“used.

The question that Clause 2 stand part was put
and agreed to.

Clauses 3 to 11 inclusive were called sepurately
and passed.

Clause 12 was called. It reads as follows :—

‘“ A prosecution under thig Act shall not be in-
stituted except by or with the consent of the Attorney
General.”’

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Clause
12 stand part.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: This section says that a prosecu-
tion under this Aect shall not be instituted except
Lv or with the consent of of the Attorney (General
What is the position here? Is the Attorney General
getting into trouble here? What is the type of prose-
cution? [Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: It is for persons
giving a false statement.] Look at Clause 7 and you
will see.

6.10 p.m.

I am wondering, Sir, if it is a judicial opwion
tn be given or a private one. What I mean is, the
Attorney General might say you have not got a
good case. or he might say, ‘‘well, I would not like
to pursue that matter;”’ although you may have a
legal right to do so. I do not know whether it would
be a good thing to say that it should not be insti-
tuted except with the comsent of the Government,
but I feel it is a bit peculiar that a prosecution
under this Act cannot be done like any other case,
Lecause the Attorney (leneral is the legal adviser of
the Government but no: necessarily the legal adviser
of this Commission. Tt struck me as funny that he
should be able to say why a prosecution should or
should not be made.

Hon G, H.  ADAMS: I do not like tc use the
hackneyed phrase that means nothine, but from time
immemorial there are offences that require the con-
sent of the Attorney General to be brought. That
is gll there is about it. There is nothing wrong with
it. It is a matter affecting the administration ¢f
Government as such; therefore it seems advisable
that the constitutional adviser of the Government
should say whether it is expedient to bring a case.
There is nothing unusual in certain cases to say that
no prosecution can be brought without the eonsent
of the Attorney General.

Mr. LEWIS: Caa the Attorney General under
this Act as a member prosecute a matter brought
up by the Board? He can represent the Board beiug
a member of it.
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Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Legally, there is nothing
against it, but the Aitorney General would hardly
prosecute. That is something for the minor legal
men in his office. Physically there is nothing wrong
with it, but one ecan hardly imagine the Attorney
General going into the Police Court to prosecute a
man for begging the (‘ommission to give his brother
a job. You cannot picture the Attorney General
doing a thing like that.

The question was put and resolved in the
effirmative without division.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Clause
3 stand part.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved wm  the
affirmative without division.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Clause
14 stand part.

Hon, M. E. COX: T beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved im the
offirmative without division.

On separate motions of Hom. G. H. ADAMS
seconddd by Hon. M. E. COX, Schedules 1 and 2 were
called and, passed.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that Your
Honour do now report the passing of the Bill in
Committee.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved i the affirma-
tive without division.

The Chairman reported and Mr. SPEAKER re-
sumer the Chair and reported accordingly.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I beg to move that the Bill
oe read a third time.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without diviston.

Hon. 3. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that the Bill do now pass.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put ang resolved in thie affirma-
tive without division.

PAYMENT OF PASSAGES ORDER

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I am asking
leave to take Order No. 8 as the next Order of the
day.

There being no objeftion leave was granted the
honourable member.

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the day
stands in the name of the Hon. G. H. Apawms: to
move the passing of a Resolution to approve the
Order entitled ‘‘The Civil Establishment (Payment
of Passages) (Amendment) Order, 1956’

Hon, G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, this is a
Resolution to approve the Order entitled ‘“The Civil
Establishment (Payment of Passages) (Amend-
ment) 1956. As the Addendum to the Resolution
points out; “Under Article 4a of the Civil Estab-
Tishment (Payment of Passages) Order, 1951, the
Government’s maximum liability in respect of the
cost of the passages for an officer employed on agree-
ment and his family is $1,440. This amount has, how-
ever, proved inadequate for an officer with a family
of more than two and it is therefore proposed that
as in the case of transferred officers under Colonial
Regulations, an officer ¢mployed on agreement should
be entitled to free passages for himself and his fam-
ily not exceeding five in all, provided thai the Gov-
crnment’s liability is limited to $1.920.°" In short,
Sir, that is doing for contract officers what they do
in the case of perman:znt establishmont.

T beg to move tha* the Resolution do now pass.

Hor. M. E, COX- T beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, is the honourabie
member aware that they are paying for another one,
or was five the previous number? I might have got
mixed up with the Leave Passages Order and ths,
but I was of the opinion that we used to pay for two
children. From the reading of the Addendum it
would not be an increase if you say you are adding
one; it would only be an increase if you are giving
a higher increase for five than you gave before

Mr. E. D, MOTTLEY : Mr. Speaker, 1 would like
to know, too, more about it. I am not very clear here
because as I understand it, am I right in asking what
my colleague asked that the passages were limited to
a man, his wife and two children? 1 speak subject
to correction; can the Premier tell me whether the
actual cost of passages has become more? I would
like to know that, and since 1 cannot speak agam
on it, before I sit down I would like to take this
cpportunity to say I cannot understand it. Only
last week we dealt with something when the Gov-
ecrnment said they were dealing with the question
of limiting Leave Passages for persons in their last
year because there was a question of saving money.
Now you come and say you want to carry this ques-
tion of the liability of passages to bring people to .his
country from £300 to £400 and—I say this sub-
jeet to correction—limit the family to five. I am sure
the Premier may be able to tell us something more
of that because I cannot see how in one breath
last week we say we could not afford Leave Passages
because of the number of people who would take
Leave Passage in the last year of Government and
would be coming back to be of no service to Govern-
ment—and they therefore meant to save money—
and now in the same breath seven days after, Gov-
ernment comes to increase the amount for Leave
Passage to £400. Whether the number is limited to
four or five now, I want to know. It is not sufficient
to tell us that it has been increased. from £300 to
£400 as a result of increased cost in passages.
6.20 p.m.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The original Order did
not say how many persons; 1t said, the officer and
his family. As it set out in the Addendum to this
Resolution, under Article 3 (a) of the Civil Estab-
lishment (Payment) of Passages) Order, 1951 the
Government’s maximum lability in respect of the
sost of the passages for an officer employed on agree-
went and his family is $1,440. This amount has,
however, proved inadequate for an officer with a
family of more than two, and it is therefore proposed
that as in the case of transferred officers under Colo-
nial Regulations, an officer employed on agreement
should be entitled to free passages for himself and
his family not exceeding five in all, provided that
the Government’s liability is limited to %1,920.

These five persons may be quintuplets six months
old and they will cost nothing ; but if they happen to
be sixteen years old, they will cost more than $1,440.
This is merely coming into line with Colonial Regu-
lations, but we say that the amount must not excead
$1,920 We did that recently.

Mr. GODDARD: This is exaetly what I said
last week. We asked the Government last week
whether Trinidad or British Guiana or Jamaica had
emended their Leave Passages. [Hon. G. H. ADAMS.
'This is not a question nf Leave Passages.] Last wezk
we were discussing the question of Leave Passages
curtailing the right given to local persons who were
in. their last year of service, and I asked if thal
Amendment also applied to the three neighbouring
Colonies with which we have always been trying to
be in line, I understand that none of these three
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{’olonies have brought in that Amendment, and they
still permit their local servants to enjoy lieave Yas-
sages up to the last year of service. Today, we are
bringing this matter into line with the entire Colo-
mial Service, and it is to be inferred that this is be-
ing done primarily to meet the position of reeruit-
ments from abroad. That is the one point which we,
on this side of the table, want to bring forward. I
we had dealt with this Resolution fivst, tke foree of
.omr argument would have been even greater than
when we dealt with the Leave Passages Resolutien
last week. The local Civil Servants are at a dis-
.advantage in respect of Leave Passages as compared
-with people who are recruited from abrcad. I still
feel that what is being done here today rcinforces
our argument on the last occasion.

Hon. G, H. ADAMS: Actually the money which
we now give covers three and a half. I leave that to
‘the hon. senior member for the City to work out.
We say; two childrer or four in all or five in all.
We are not doing anything extraordinarily different
from what we did last week. I am sorry that the
hon. junior member for Christ Church has raised
the qunestion of Leave Passages; he is confusirg
two things. A part of a man’s contract is that you
pay his passage back home; you may have to pay
£200 for a passage to England. I repeat that we are
not doing anything extraordinary; it is merely that
the amount of Leave Passages given now does not
cover two children, and this sum of $1,920 will cover
iwo children.

Mr. ALILDER: Why does the Government not
specify the exaet number of persons whem an officer
can bring? When you say ‘‘an officer and his fam-
ily”’, do you mean that if he has a distani cousir or
frother-in-law or sister-in-law, he ecan bring them
along with him? Do you mean an officer and his wifs
&nd his childrer, or do you stretch the term ‘‘family’
wider and include a brother-in-law, a sister-in-law
end relative like that? As the position siands now,
if an officer feels like bringing along his sister-in-
law with him, the Government would have to pay her

passage because the Act says ‘‘an officer and his

Yamily.”” T do not think that it should be left as wide
as that; it should be stated specifically ‘‘husband
4nd wife and children.’’ If an officer wants to bring
nlong some other relative, I do not see why he shoul.}
not pay the passage of the additional relative or rela-
tives.

6.30 p.m.

I would like the Hon. Premier to define the
term ‘‘family’’ as inserted in this Resolution. I am
hoping that the Hon. Minister will be able to clear it
ap for me hecause it does appear somewhat confus-
ing. Personally, if he intends stretching it that
far, T would like to emphasise that I will only be
willing to pay the cost of passages for the immediate
relatives of officers. It should only include the wife
and children of such an officer. I have been told
that it has happened in the past that the passage of
an officer’s mother was paid.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: T am sorry that I cannot
help the hon. member. I will promise him to draw
it to the attention of the Governor. It is quite con-
ceivable that the Governor construes the term
“family’’ as children and a wife. I will enguire
-and let the hon. member know asearly as possible.
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

CUSTOMS TARIFF NO. 4 BILL

SPEAKER: The next Order of the
in the name of the Hon. Premier:

Mr.
stauds

day
Second

reading of a Bill to amend the Customg Tariff Act,
1921.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, this™ Bill
speaks for itself. I will say at once that it does not
go as far as some governments go. It is based upon
a recommendation by the Regional Economic Com-
mittee that Customs duty on motor cars belonging
to public officers transferred from one colony to an-
other should be remitted in cases where duty has al-
ready been paid by the officer in another colony.

Concessions of this nature are granted in all the
other British West Indian Territories and this Gov-
ernment considers that similar exemption should be
granted here. Clause 2 of this Bill seeks therefore
to amend the second schedule to the Customs Tariff
Aect, 1921, so as to permit an officer transferred to
the Public Service of this Island and who is required
to keep a car for the performance of his official
duties, to import a used motor car upon proof to the
Comptroller of Customg that duty has already been
paid in another British colony. I beg to move that
this Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to second
that.

Mr, LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, T take it that we
are just coming into line in fhis matter with other
British West Indian Territories with which at some
future date we will federate. But, Sir, T would like
to call attention to the fact that we have the plural
here in the new paragraph when it comes to motor
cars, and, we do not know what the limit is to be. Is
there any limit to an officer bringing in motor cars?
Can he bring in six motor cars? T think you
should say ‘‘used motor cars not exceeding one to
each officer’’,

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: 8ir, I do not agree with
the hon. member. The principle is not based on a
man owning one motor ear or ten; the principle is
Fased on the premise that he has already paid duty
on the motor car or cars. Suppose he brought 50
motor cars and he has paid duty om all of them
should he pay duty on them again; that is the whole
idea of this Bill.

As it stands now, you grant certain people in the
Public Serviee certain privileges. You allow peo-
ple in United Nations certain things to be brought
in duty free. You do that because it is your opinion
when people are working on behalf of a Government,
‘they should have certain privileges . This is just
the same as your granting pensions to people who re-
tire in the Service. I am sure that you will not pass
a law in here stating that anybody who works in
Bridgetown for a certain salary shall be entitled to
leave passage. You will not pass that law but as
this is the Public Service, you pass certain laws per-
taining to Civil Servants. Of course, every car can-
not be brought in duty free. If it is a mistake that
you have ‘‘motor cars’’ and you do not mean that,
you can amend it. I repeat the whole idea of this is
because you can grant the privilege to the person to
bring in something free of dufy and because you do
not wamnt him to pay duty twice on something. You
do not want him to pay duty on something in another
West Indian colony and to bring it here and pay duty
on it again. Certainly you would not want some-
body to pay duty twice on a pair of shoes. [A
VOICE: That is a different matter.] Tt is only
different now because we are not in & Federation yet.
What is the idea of collecting duty on these things
if the nerson hag alreadv paid duty on them. The
jdea is that he should not pay duty to you also,

6.40 p.m.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: T was abonut to interrunt

1he hon. member. All this is explained if he reads
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the Act. The car must be for official duty; if he
brings two cars he can only use one for official duty
In paragraph two it reads ‘‘required for the pe:-
formance of their official duties;’’ and not the ecar
that the wife sprees akout with. That is what wo
were asked to do and we have done it. There can
only be one car.

The question that ‘he Bl be read a Seccond time
was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division. The House went into Commattee Mr.
SMITH in the Char.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS.: Before any other Order
iy taken, I erave the indulgence of the House to make
an explanation and apology.

Mr. SPEAKER: You must go into Committee
on this.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: If I might do it in the
House, however, the question put to me by the hon.
member for St. John is answered in fhe order. 1
jocked at it so long ago and I did not realise wc
had to alter it and we said a man’s wife and children.

I beg to move that Your Honour do now leave
ihe Chair and the House go into Committee.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to second
that.

The question was put and resolved n
afftrmative withowt division,

The House went wnto Commitiee, Mr. SMITH
wn the Chair.

Clause 1 was called and passed.

Clause 2 was called and passed.

Hon. G. H. ADAXS: I would just like to say
this point is carefully considered because there i3
at least one colony in which officers do not pay duty
at all on their cars so that if a person is transferred
to that colony from sBarbados it would »ot be fair
to give him exemption from duty because it is not
the mere fact that he goes with a car, but he goes
with a car already paid for.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I wonld like to
gnow if this is how the other peopie do it, becausc
here the officers need 2 car for the performance ct
publie duties and they come under the Travelling
Allowance Act Regulations, but if the Comptroller
of Customs were to iuterpret this strictly, then th=
Permanent Secretary to the Premier could not bring
his car in, because he is not an officer who is acknow-
ledged by this Government as needing a car. As
regards the point about duty when we federate in
this place, suppose we support federation on a per-
centage of Customs, people will come from the whole
area: but we could not let people pay duty on ears
in Venezuela and let them come here without pay-
ing customs duty.. If he is transferred from Dem-
erara he will pay it in the end in Federation. T am
just hoping, Sir, that this is worded only in a way
that an officer would be able to get in his ecar.
because I understand that anvbody for whom gov-
ernment feels that travelling is necessary in the per-
formance of his duties, is scheduled in Some way or
the other and therefore entitled to get an advance
to buy a car; but as I was saying, there is an officer
I know inthe office of the Premier and I am sure
that this would tend to apply to him because
e would have to get to work at a certain time—he
migh? live off the bus route—and if he is off the
tus route, now that Government is running it he
wight not be able to gat a bus, or it might be rainine.

However, Sir, I hope there is no difficulty, but
I do not like the idea of the Other Place always
correcting these difficulties for us. This is going to
vring down some hear’ burn and some trouble and
1t means they will have to get travelling allowance.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: When this matter came
before Executive T think we thought we should
kave strings attached. In consequence we sent cables
around the West Indies and as a result had discus-

the

sions with the Attorney General and the Comp-
troller of Customs and we agreed with the Leeward
Islands who said that an officer transferred -or
seconded from one residence to another and who is
required to maintain a car for the performance of
pis duties will get exempted from duty on a used
car or motor cycle; St Vincent said the practice in
Jamaiea is theirs; St. Luecia said they agree in priun-
:ple, Trinidad sald that exemption from Custome
duty is already granted to a person transferred to
another country who 15 required to provide a motor
vehicle. So you see we are also saying it must be a
car for official duty.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, I am scrry I have
\0 bring a specific case to the Hon. Premier, but
would he tell us whether his Permanent Secretary
would be able to get in a car if he were transferred
from Dominica or St. Lucia? Would the terms cover
a case like that? 1 am sorry to make a specific case
out it would eclarify the position. Would he say his
Permanent Secretary is required to have a car for
the performance of his official duties?

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I do not think the wordirg
{s Intended for that, but I would be inclined to say
that it should be in favour of any Permavient Secre-
tary to ary Minister for that reason. With Minis-
terial system all sorts of things may be necessary.
A Minister may want a Secretary to visit places
1nd I would say that'the wording might reasonably
‘onstrue to cover them, because I know it has hap-
ened sometimes; and I have krown members cf
the Civil Serviece, Permanent Secretaries, and T
think even Assistan! Secretaries, going out with
Ainisters and using their cars and they are nct
mtitled to travelling allowance, but I would b=
ivelined to say that a visitor coming to the island
should be allowed customs duty. According to the
exact wording, Tririd21 makes a distinetion between
a person who has a car and a person who has to
have one.
6.50 p.m.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: I quite agree with the
hon. member. The Attorney General would really
have to do a little bit of stretching under our preseut
eircumstances. I cannct see him having enough elas-
ticity to say ‘““all of sou officers are scheduled for
tne purpose of travelling allowanece,”” and he is
going to create an interpretation outside of that to
say that the Government of Barbados does not say
‘“‘“you are required to have a motor car,”’ but the
Attorney General can say under this Aect that youn
~hould have one. As far as I can see, if you are
giving this privilege, it should conform with your
Travelling Allowance Act; if you are going to grant
these officers that, well do so.

I know that some people have motor cars, and
they do not use them if it is raining. They do net
zet any Travelling Allowance, and it is easier for
them to catch a bus when the rain is falling, thaw
for them to have thke trouble of drivirg through
the rain and skidding on the roads. I agree with
the hon. junior member for the City that if it is
put ir the Schedule for Travelling Allowance, I do
not see how you are going to prevent any officer
from getting it. An Assistant Secretary may he
transferred from Grenada to Barbados and he mignt
have a ear; an Assistant Secretary does not need a
car, because he is not called upon to travel. If a
Minister wants him to travel, the Minister must
eet a car for him. T would say that this privilege
should apply to those who are scheduled; if they
are not scheduled, thexu they should not zet it. The
Chief Secretary is not scheduled as an officer under
the Aect, but the Chief Secretary owns a car and h=
will get an allowance for travelling. If this matte:
is left as it is mow, it will create difficulties for
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officers whe are not getting any Travelling Allow
ance and the Attorney General may interpret it
in a way which is not in accordance with the prae-
tice. I quite agree with the hon. junior member
for the City that this matter should be specified.

Mr. LEWIS: I am hoping that the Hou.
Premier will give this matter some attention before
it goes to the Other Place. This is a specific peroga-
tive of this House; to exempt people frora Customs
duties is a most serious thing. You have just com-
mitted an unpardonakle thing to let the MKxecutive
Committe confer rights and privileges on people
who are given exemptions. I would be willing to
say definitely that iv the particular case quoted,
{ would be willing to give the exemption. This mat-
ter will need some a!tention, because it looks as if
it will be linked up with something like the loaas
for the purchase of motor cars and < on. The
moment it comes to the question of a replacement,
the officer is going to get a loan; this is a matter
of dealing with the revenue of this Colony, and
therefore it is a matier for this House. Whether i
s specifically stated that somebody is exempted or
net, you have to come back to this Honse in order
to get back duties which have been paid.

The question thar Clause 2 stand part of ihe
Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative with-
out division.

On the motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMKS, seconded
by Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, the CHAIRMAN
reported the passing of the Bill in Commiitee.

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

On motions of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded
by Hon. Ur. H. G. H, CUMMING in eack case, the
Bill was read a third time and possed,

CURRENCY BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
also stands in the name of the Hon. I’remier:.—
To move the second rcading of a Bill to amend the
Currency Act, 1950.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, this Bill
has been circulated so long ago that hon. members
may have forgotten what it is all about. T will there-
fore read the ““Objects and Reasons.”’ They are as
follows :—

‘““Under the present provisions of the Currency
Act, 1950, no part oi the Currency Fund, main-
tained by the Currency Board for the redempticn
of currency issued by the Board, may he invested
in locally issued securities of the Governments of
the territories coming within the Beard’s sphere of
operations.

The Governments of the terrilories conecerned
and the Secretary of State have agreed, however,
that there is no objection to the investment, within
preseribed limits, of a part of the fund in such local
ecurities.

This Bill seeks therefore to amend the Curreney
Aect, 1950, so as to permit such investment up to
« limit of two million five hundred thousand pounds,
which represented, on 31st December, 1954, twevnty
per cent of the Fund. This amount may however be
revised from time to time by joint action of ihe
‘Governors of the territories conecerned, with the
approval of the Seecretary of State.

Broadly speakirg these steps are designed to
enable a suitable propertion of the currency backing
to be invested in loans raised locally to finance
development projects, while at the same time pre-
ncrvirg public confidence in the ecurrency itself.”

I do not think it is necessary for me to say any-
thing more. It depends on what way yov look at it.

Perhaps on the occasion when.the Act was passed
uot have any faith in the financial stability of the
area; therefore it was your feeling that this Cur-
rency Fund should be invested in places outside
the Caribbean area. Now, it may be felt that that
can be relaxed, but that there should be siill safe-
guards; therefore provision is made fcr the sum
set out here to be invested locally and you say that
it should not be more than 20%. T may say that
much correspondence on this matter has passed be-
tween the Governments concerned and it has been
discussed at length before we have agreed on these
dgures. I beg to move that this Bill be now read a
second time.

7.00 p.m.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, J take it that
this is the only Currency Board in the Eastern Car-
ibbean and this Boara will be able to issue deben-
tures for this money. erhaps since they have started
to reprint the Official Gazette, it will be probably
interesting for members to know that at present
British Caribbean notes in ecirculation amounts to
$567,5664,760.50.. Now, the demonetized Trinidad and
lFobago Government wuotes outstanding amount to
$827,357.00 : demonetized British Guiana Government
notes outstanding $302,855.50 and demonetized Bar-
bados Government notes outstanding $78,119.00,
making a total demonetized Government notes out-
standing of $1,208,331.50 thus making the total
in circulation on 1st. April, 1956 of $58,763,092.00.
You can see that we have in the short time
that we have been issuing notes (I am not
talking of the Currency Board, I am talking of
the three Governments) the amount of $1,208,331.50
in demonetized notes. As I have said on a previous
occasion, these notes are very scarce, nobody sess
them, and they still have them in eireulation, so I
cuppose it may be said that we can let them go
ahead and borrow some of this morey.

Mr. Chairman, I would just like to ask the Hor.
Premier a question. Have I understood him to say
that this £2%2 million is 20% of the total amount
which you are authorised to pay up in local secur-
ities? 1 suppose the Barbados Government is look-
ing for some of that. Are they goirg to allow it to
be taken up proportionately? For instance, will we
get a proportionate armcunt equal to our gains from
the Treasury? There is a law saying how much ws
shall get. Will Trinidad be able to borrow more of
this money than the other colonies, or will whoevar
gets paid first gets the most? Perhaps the Currenecy
Board may regulate that.

However, Sir, I am saying that it is one of these
things which you have to be careful about. You are
responsible to the people for it and if it is invest-
ed and you lose it, [you will be placed in an awk-
ward position. T take it that the loans raised by
the Barbados Government are guaranteed by the
British Government so you have an interlocking
position and in case anything happens you will get
back your money.

This is one of the things which if the honoura-
ble senior member for St. Philip were here now he
would have been able to let us know all about our
having a State Bank. If [you have a bank responsi-
ble and not the Currency Board, the charter of the
Bank would make this type of loan investment and
it would be able to do some other things too, such
as the taxes which we collect on other things. This
is a piecemeal thing, T suppose, until we get our
own State Bank.

Mr. BARROW: The contracting terms wunder
which Barbados, British Guiana, Trinidad and
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Tobago and all the other Islands of the Windward
Island group came, caused to come into effect tne
Currency Act of 1950, whereas before that date on
which the Aet came into operation you had foreign
Banks in these territories. I use the word ‘‘for-
eign’’ advisedly because you had the Royal Bank
of Canada, the Canadian Bank of Commerce, Bar-
clays Bank, the Bank of Nova Skotia and the Mar-
tins Bank in some of the territories issuing notes in

1937, as far as I remember, under the Bank Note
Act.
7.10 p.m. .

You had the Government of Trinidad and

Tobago and the Government of Barbados also issuing
notes under statutory authority. Now the one sig-
nificant feature about the issue of notes by any of
those bodies or Governments was this (and the posi-
tion has not changed) : that for every dollar that was
assued, there had to be a sort of guarantee fund of
four shillings and two pence sterling in securities.
In other words, Mr, Speaker, there never was, never
kas been and there is not what is known in the United
Kingdom as the Issue Department of England whick
as you know has two functions, the chief being the
Issue Department; there never has been, never was
and there is not such a device as the Fiduciary
Issue in the West Indian territories. Now this is
what, like most things, he does not understand, The
honourable member for St, Joseph would choose io
cail it a disadvantage with an object and with a
moral attached to it. In the United Kingdom with a
fiduciary issue of £1,300,000,000 and Mr. Speaker,
if members of the House might permit, I will dilate
to explain what I mean by that — they have
£1,300,000,000 of notes loose: that is, there 1is
nothing to back them up at all and the fiduciary issue
has become possible because despite the economic ouf-
look of Mr, Winston Churchill, England decided to
¢ back to the gold standard. When the countries in
Europe were on the gold standard, every pound had
to be backed up by an equivalent -amount of gold and
when they went on to the gold exchange standard tnc
vaiue of an ounce was $35 U.S., but one of the mamn
reasons why England had to go back to the gold
standard is a matter of history; they did not have
enough gold coming in and too much going out. The
result of the economic consequence of Mr. Winston
Churchill and the Chancellor was the depression
which unfortunately affected not only the United
Kingdom and America, but even the Caribbean
Area as well. After the depression they decided that
they would come off the gold standard; and instead
of backing funds of gold that is, you must have
enough gold to satisfy everybody rushing into the
bank and saying. I do not want your bank note,
which is a promise to pay you so much gold;
80 they made a note which is legal tender
and you are not entitled any longer to go inte
any bank in the TUnited Xingdom and say
““I want my ounce of gold’’ or ““pound’’ as the cas.
may be. But this is the main point to which I would
like to draw Your Honour’s attention, Speaking
under correction at this present moment—1I do mno
have a tape machine to keep check on the manipula
tions of stock exchange of England, but I would say
some time last week there was £257,000,000 in the
bank, but the amount of notes in cireulation not
backed up by gold is £1,300,000,000.

Mr. Speaker, it is obvious that the more mon-y
there is in circulation the more buoyant vour ecou-
omy is likely to be, although T do not like the idea
of ‘“‘buoyant’’ which rather gives the idea of some-
thing floating and not going anywhere at all. If
you have a little gold and vou back the amount
of notes cireulating from week to week by the

amount of gold which might be in the vaults of the
Government Savings Bank or the Bank of England
ycu are restriecting the amount of money which
could be put into cireculation from week to week
and month to month. That is elementary. I do
not think it would take a financial genius to appre-
ciate a point like that. In other words, if they
were only £257,000,000 in notes circulating in
Great Britain, [ would venture to say there would
not be one-fifth the level of employment currently
in England. Only one-fifth of the people working
in England today would be able to work at the
present level of salaries, or to put it amother way
the level of salaries for everybody working will be
one-fifth of what it is, because we have £13,000
million eirculating from day to day in fiduciary
issue which is mot backed up by anything at all.
It is fanlty and depends on its acceptance by the
public and the faith which they have in the Gov-
ernment. Hence when you tie an amount of money
whiich youn have in the country down to some com-
pletely unrealistic condition as you are doing here
right now, you are restricting the economy of this
country and 1 have pointed that out to the Gov-
ernment before. If we have a Caribbean Currency
Board, instead of saying in the Currency Aect 1950
thet for every dollar note or $4.80 there must
necessarily be on deposit with the Crown Agents
for the colony a similar amount invested in Trustee
Security, we are gearing our economy in Barbados
to one fifth of what it is in the United Kingdom
and people in Barbados are surprised that the
standard of living is so more lamentable than i
the United Kingdom. It is as simple as all that
because we say for every dollar note you are going
to have four shillings two pence on deposit in Eng-
land. It is no use to us here. Apart from »Jamaica,
no member of the public in Trinidad or Barbados
or British Guiana goes into any bank unless you
are travelling to Jamaica, and demands the four
shillings two pence or the pound note, but even
if they did, that pound note in the last analysis
is based on the fiduciary issue in England. In
other words, the West Indian Governments are
backing up paper with paper; but everything en-
sures to the benefit of the United Kingdom citizens
and not to the peopie here at all; therefore, it is
bigh time that we got some people here in the
West Indies who understand something about inter-
national banking today. The honourable senior
member for St. Philip and I have advocated so
many times the setting up of a bank with an Issue
Department as in England, or to do as Americans
have done by setting up eleven federal banks with
power to issue notes over and above the sterling secur-
ities deposited with the Crown Agents of the colonies,
and Mr. Speaker, in an underdeveloped area like
the West Indies where we live I suggest that we
can certainly afford to inflate our -currency by
300%

7.20 p.m.

For every pound sterling we have in our securi
ties, we should be able to issue $14.40 in Britisk
Caribbean Currency Notes in the West Indies. It
iz only by injecting that currrency in the Colony,
that we will be able to provide that dynamic stimu-
lus which this area so sadly needs, and provide jobs,
and the low rate of interest which any under-devel-
oped area in the world needs from time to time. I
Go not think, Mr. Speaker, that this Government
has given any thought at all to a problem of that
kind, beeause n'o attempt has been made by the Gov-
ernment to amend the Currency Aect, 1950, to give
the necessary stimuli to the economy which T have
advocated and which, we all know, we sadly need.
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This idea that we must have British Treasury Se
curities and British Treasury Notes, pound for
pound and dollar for dollar for every Eastern Carib-
bean Note we have in circulation in the area, is large-
ly responsible for the existing state of affairs, be
cause the responsibility is not due to any inherent
defects in our physical or psychological make-up
ur to amy original sin on the part of the people in th.
Caribbean; it is due to the shortsightedmess and thc
sense of imperialistic inferiority on the part of the
Lieaders of the Governments of the Caribbean today.

1 am very glad to see that the Chief Minister of
Jamaiea is strongly in favour of a Federal Bank and
a Jamaican Bank. We have a Government Bank in
Barbados presided over by hard working, honest
straightforward and capable clerical officers, who have
no experience in banking at all. That is not thewr
fault, because they move up through the process of
rausieal chairs which are in the (Government Service
and no effort is made to have the Officers in the
Government Savings Bank, or even the Financial
Secretary properly trained and properly advised in
matters of international banking. It is cur intention
on this side of the House to do everything in our
power to unleash the financial energies of Barbados
in particular and the West Indies in general; w:
have got to do so, and pave the way towards a more
prosperous economic future for the people of this
Island. I would like to advise the Government—a.-
though they pretend they know all about it already,
and sometimes they cannot understand, like the Hon.
Minister of Trade—to start thinking seriously about
these things. I am concerned with the man in the
sireet, as to whether he is given a fair break, and
with all that human ingenuity can devise in order
to afford him a better standard of living. Even
although the present Government, unworthy as they
are, use any ideas that have been put forward by me,
and pretend not to have derived any inspiration
therefrom, it will be of little concern and moment tu
me because I feel I would have discharged my duty
towards the people whom I am supposed to represent.

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,

On the motion of Hon, G. H. ADAMS, seconded
by Hon. M. E. COX, Mr. Speaker left the Chair,
and the House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr.
SMITH being in the Chair.

Clause 1 was called and passed.

Clause 2 was called.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS:
2 stand part of the Bill.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr BARROW: In this Clause we are amending
Clause 7 of the Currency Act, 1950, which states:—

‘‘The Board shall issue on demand to any persos
desiring to receive currency notes in the Island, cur-
rency notes to the equivalent value (at the rate of
one dollar for four shillings and two pence) of sums
i sterling lodged with the Crown Agents in London
by the said person, and shall pay on demand through
the Crown Agents to any person desiring to receive
sterling in London the equivalent value calculated
as aforesaid of currency notes lodged with the Board
in the Island by the said person:

Provided that—

(a) no person shall be entitled to lodge with
the Crown Agents or the Board, as the case
maybe, less than such minimum sum as may
from time to time be prescribed for the pur-
pose of obtaining currency notes or sterling
as the case may be, and

(b) the Board shall be entitled to charge and
levy from any person obtaining currency

I beg to move that Clause

notes or sterlng commission at such rate or
rates as the Board may think fit, not exceed-
ing three quarters per centum and 1n addi-
tion to the cost of any telegrams sent by the
Board or by the Crown Agents in connection
with any transfer as above described.”’

Then in Sub-Clause 2 it states:—

‘““The Board may, at its option, issue and re-
ceive coin in the same manner and subject to tone
same conditions as are prescribed in sub-section (1)
of this section for the issue and receipt of currency
notes.”’

You will note the language of the section. It
says ‘‘the Board shall issue on demand’’; that is
clear and unequivoecal. and I would go so far as to
#ay that it imposes a duty on the Board to pay un
demand currency noted at the rate whizh is stated.
But we are now adding to that section by Clause 2
of this amending Bill. This Clause states:—

“The Principal Act is hereby amended by the
insertion after seection seven of the following new
section :—

7A. The Board in its discretion may issue cur-
rency notes to the equivalent market value of
securities of or gwarantees by any of the participa-
ling Governments lodged with the Board at its
headquarters at Trinidad as part of such a
transaction as is permiited by proviso (a) of para-
graph (4) of Article 3 of the Agreement contained
1 the First Schedule to this Aect.”’

1.30 p.m.

Mr. Chairman, I was saying that by Paragraph
A, the Board in its ciscretion may issue currency
notes to the equivale“t market value of securities
of or guarantees by any one of the participating
Governments lodged with the Board at its head-
quarters at Trinidad as part of such a transaection
as is permitted by proviso (a) of paragraph (4) of
Article 3 of the Agreement cortained in the Firsi
Schedule to this Act.”” Now, Sir, Paragraph (4) of
Articles 3 states this. ‘‘The Fund may be invested
in sterling securities of or guaranteed by the Gov
ernment of any part of the British Empire (except
the participating Governments) or such other
recurities, as, with the approval of the Secretary of
State, may be selected by the Crown Agents.”’

Sir, you will note two things there. You will
note, first of all, that the Board has power to invest
its funds in any Colonial Government territory other
than the Colonies of the participating Governments.
That means that we do not have confidence in our-
selves. It goes further. Tt says that the Crown Agents
for the Colonies are the people who wiil decide
where the money will te invested. In other words, if
I may borrow a phrase from the Poor Law in Eng-
land in 1834 or thereabouts, the five ‘bashaws’ of the
Currency Board are nothing more than five cashiers
hecause here it is: you have participating Govern-
ments saying that they do not have confidence ir
themselves; they cannot invest money in the island
or territories, they will have to sevd it to South
Africa or somewherz outside of the territories to
invest it, although they have appointed Currency
Commissioners. Of course, we have appointed decrepit
Civil Servants and we are saying we dc not have
any confiderce in theni, therefore we eannot invest
the money in the area. On the other hand, we talk
about West Indian Nationhood, Federation and =all
that sort of thing,

I would like to ask the Hon. Premier this ques-
tion. Why put in all this rigmarole as is contained
in Paragraph 7A when you can do that by omitting
four words in Paragraph (4) of Article 87 All you
have to do is to omit the four words ir brackets
‘‘ (except the participaiing Governments)’’ and that
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would achieve the objeet which the hon. senior
member for St. Joseph says is the avowea intention
of this Government to accomplish. Irstead of thas,
they have made the watter more complicated by
adding paragraph TA, to paragraph 7 of the Act of
1950. All they really needed to do was to delete the
four words “except the participating Governments,”’
which occur in paragraph 4 of Artiel> 3 of that
Act. To make it doubly absurd, they go at a later
stage and substitute a paragraph to Article 4 stating
that the Fund may be ivvested in sterling securities
of or guaranteed by the Government of any of Heor
Majesty’s Dominions or of any territory under Her
Majesty’s protection or of any territory admiris-
tered by the Government of any part of Her
Majesty’s dominion under the trusteeship system of
the United Nations or such other securities as the
Crown Agents, with tihe approval of the Secretary
of State, may select, All of that could be achieved
by the device which I siated in the last few moments;
that is, by deleting thc words ‘‘except the participa-
ling Governments.’’

Mr. Chairman, I think that this legislation of
this Currency Board may have bhad a sort of gond
begirning and good imspiration behind it, but I
think the time has come when we will have o
definitely consider the setting up of a National Bank
and vesting the power in the Federal Governmevt
to issue money without all this confused legislation
such as we are enacting today. Although we have a
Currency Board, and although we have Rasterr
Caribbean Curreney, it is only within the last three
months that the Government of Jamaica has had
enough confiderce to accept these currenecy notes,
tied as they are to the British pound in Jamaijca. It
does not mean that the Bastern Caribbean notes have
made any impression or the currency situation ia
Jamaica because the pound sterling is still the
recognised means of exchange between customer and
trader, between bank and bank and between business
legislation would come down for us tc remove all this
house and business house.

I do hope that at an early date comprehensive
nonsense which the Government has breught in
to-night for the Statute Book. Give us something upon
which we can look with an amount of respeet,
admiration and hope.

The question that Clouse 2 stand part was pui
and resolved in the affirmative without aivision.

Clause 3 and 4 were called separately end passed.

On motion of Hon G. H. ADAMS, seconded o+
Hon. M. E. COX, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the
passing of the Bill in Committee,

Y¥r. SPEAKER vresumed the
ported accordingly.

On separate motions of Hon. G. H ADAMSZ,
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX, the Bill was read a
third time and passed.

Chatr and re-

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to
move that this House do now adjourn for thraa
quarters of an hour.

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that,.

The question was put and resolved in  the

affirmative without d.viston and Mr. SVEAKER
adjourned the House accordingly.
7.50 pm.
On re-assembling.
EXPORTATION REGULATIONS

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, [
now ask leave to deal with Order No 11, as the
next Order of the Day.

There being no objection leave was granted the
Hon. Minister.

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the day
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister for Trads,
Industry and Labour to move the passing of the
following Resolution: ‘‘Resclution to sanction the
Regulations entitled ‘‘The Exportation (Drawback
of Duties on Cylinders containing Locally Manu-
factured Gases) Regulations, 19557,

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, this Resolu-
tion is to sauction the Regulations named in the
Addendum. This Company which is a Pioneer Com-
pany was under the Trade Act (Drawback of Duties)
(No. 4) Notice, 1955, guaranteed Drawback on the
duty of cylinders imported by it. These Regula-
tions are to control effectively the refund of
duty on these e¢ylinders and were drawn up by th2
Comptroller and approved by the Governor-n-
Executive Committee. This Resolution is seeking
the sanction of the House of Assembly as to these
Regulations., It is very simple, more administrative
than anything else, and I beg to move that this
Resolution do now pass.

Hon. M. BE. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, speaking in respect
to these companies which are given such concessions
as this Resolution asks for, it is not sufficient to
exempt them from certain taxation, hut to see that
such relief does not limit itself to the Directors of
these Companies and that part of such benefits
should be passed on to the consumers and the gen-
«ral public. We have had the experience here, Sir,
+hat where certain ex«mptions have been provided
{or such companies and such concessions, il did not
cause the commodities which these companies pro-
duced to be sold cheaper to the comsmer vor did
*he employees of such companies benefit. I take it
chat when Government decided to make certain taxa-
tion exemptions to theze companies, the purpose was
for the assistance of such companies to carry on
iheir trade and it was also expected that their com-
modities would reach cempetitive prices and also
ithat the employees employed by such companies
would be able to get a living wage. [ have in mind
s particular company and that is the Cotton Mills
which we have considerably subsidised over the past
couple of years. No company, Sir, in this island
which has benefited from taxation exemption pays
tor its employees.

Mr. LEWIS: I rise on a poini{ of Order. I have
a Resolution, Sir, about these Regulations, but I
would like to know if there are Regulations that
have to go along with the Resolution or whether the
Regulations made last year are to be used.

Hon. R. . MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I will explain
for the benefit of the honourable senior member for
St. John. I think that the honourable junior member
for the City raised a very relevant point about it,
because the honourable senior member for St. John,
I think, if it is explained to him, will understand;
but he is on the wrong line. They were laid before
the House about December, 1955, and this is simply
a Resolution to sanction the Regulations that the
honourable member is speaking about. The granting
of drawbacks was already laid; so any discussion on
that is not relevant which deals with the adminis-
trative provision safeguarding drawback of duties
and to see that they are not misapplied.. If he reads
the top of the Resolution he will see . . . .

Mr. ALLDER: On a point of order, Sir, I was
on my feet and the hon. junior member for the City
rose on a point of order, and I do not think the Minis-
ter is in place to make a speech at this stage.
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Mr. SPEAKELR: He rose on a point of order
to explain a matter to the hon. junior member for the
City. The hon. member may proceed.

Mr. ALLDER: 1 am not against the passing ot
these Regulations, Sir, but what I was trying to do
was to draw to the Minister’s attention the fallacy
of giving such companies any ineome tax or customs
duty exemption unless he makes sure that part of
such benefits are passed on not only to the consuming
public but also to the employces of such companies
and I am observant of the fact . ..

Mr. LEWIS: 1 rise on a point of order. I
want to know whether after the prorogation it is not
necessary for Regulations to be made again. I am
not clear on the point; 1 admit it may be sheer igno-
rance 1 am talking, but this cannot come into effect
until that is done. I do not know what the Resolu-
tion applies to; I cannot remember them, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think he is right. The
Regulations have to be laid with the Resolution.
Though the Resolution had been laid last year it ap-
pears as though they will have to be laid again.

Mr. BARROW.: Mr. Speaker, on a point of
Order. As Your Honour is aware, there are Regula-
tions and Regulations. I am going into the sense and
nonsense of the Regulations, but the mannetr in which
they become law is inaccurate. These Regulations are
made under Section 177 of the Mrade Act, 1910.
Your Honour will appreciate thai certain Regula-
tions like Road Traffic Regulations become law when
not disapproved within forty days of both Houses.
That is a negative way of making Regulations, but
under the Trade Act there is to be the agreement of
both Houses of the Legislature and to cut a long
story short for the benefit of all honourable mem-
bers, I would like to read Section 177, it reads as
follows . —

“The Governor-in-Executive Committee wmay
make rules and regulations concerning all or any of
the following matters:.—

(1) any of the matters or things contained
in this Act or any other Aet of this Island relat-
ing to trade or navigation, and in particular con-
concerning the importation, warehousing, and
exportation of goods, and the prevention of
smuggling ;

2. the entry, stay, and station of any ship
into and in the harbour of the Mole Head, and
the fees payable by any ship which loads or un-
loads within the said harbour;

3. the examination, registration, and
licensing of pilots;

4. the storing of ballast and ballasting of
ships.

5. the fees and charges to be exacted and
made in respect of any of the foregoing
matters.”’

Now. this is the important and relative seetion
of Rule 177.

“‘Qneh rules and regulations shall be laid before
the Legislature, and shall when they received the
sanction of both Houses of the Legislature, and the
assent of the Governor hLe legallv binding on all
persons.’’

Now, this is nothing startline and T would sav
revolutionary : that is as from vesterdav to todav as
the member for St. Joseph would have to say. T
would like to support the hon. junior member for the
City on this point. If the Honse was prorogned
after 20th September and notiece is not given bv that
Minister who mav not know it in 1956 the Reomla-
tions wonld be of no avail or lecal force or validitv,
and T think it is a great discourtesy to the Honse to

foist upon us certain drawbacks on a particular in-
dnstry (on which I will talk later) with out printing
and circulating the Regulations and laying them in
this Session whether it is the last or penultimate
one, on the table of the House. I counsel the hon.
senior member for St. Thomas and the senior member
for St. Joseph to read Section 177.

8.45 p.m.

Mr. LEWIS: My point is this: I de not know
whether the Regulations have to be made cver again.
What I am questioning is, whether we can approve
them now, or if they died with the last Session.

Mr. SPEAKER: In section 177 of the Trade
Aet, it says this:—

*“Such rules and regulations shall be laid before
the Legislature, and shall when they have received
the sanction of both Houses of the Legislature, and
‘he assent of the Governor, be legally biudng on ail
persons.’’

These Regulations have now come to us for san«-
tion; they were laid before the Legisiature, but they
did not receive either ihe assent of the Legislature
or that of the Head of the Administration. There-
fore I think that these Regulations should be laid
again.

BELLAIRS INVESTMENT TRUST LIMITED
(TAXATION EXEMPTION) BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
stands in the name of the Hon. Premier: to move the
second reading of a Bill to exempt the Bellairs In-
vestment Trust Limited from the payment of income
tax in respect of the year of assessment 1955,

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: This Bill, as its ‘' Objects
and Reasons’ show, will exempt from the payment
of income tax, in respect of the year 1955, the Bel-
lairs Investment Trust Limited. The late Commander
Bellairs, by his will, left his entire estate to McGill
University to be used in Barbados for the purposs
of research and other projects of benefit to this
Island in particular, and science in general. Tha
estate is held by the Bellairs Investment Trust
Limited, incorporated in Barbados, which pays the
whole income aceruing from the estate to the Bellairs
Research Institute, which has been established by
MeGill Tniversity in ovder to carry out the wishes
of Commander Bellairs. We have approved in prin-
ciple of not calling on this Research Institute to pay
income tax, and in consequence of the Amendment
which we passed under the Income Tax Act, the
of Commander Bellairs. We have approved in prinei-
ple of not calling on this Research Institute to pay
income tax, and in consequence of the Amendment
which we passed under the Income Tax Act, the Re-
search Institute was exempt from the payment of
income tax.

. However, the closing of the accounts of the In-
stitute and the date fir making income tax returns
in Barbados do not coincide. As is set cut in the
““Objects and Reasons, ’ the Trust closes its acecounts
on the 31st of July in each year, and under the
provisions of the Inecome Tax Act, the annual income
of the Trust upon which tax is assessed is the income
actually aceruing during the year ending on the 31st
July immediately preceding the year of assessment.
As we know, income tax is paid on ineccme earncd
in the previous year. In respect of the year of asses-
ment 1955, tax was assessed upon the inecme aceru-
ing to the Trust during the year ending on 8lst
July, 1954. This income was wholly pajid over to
the Research Institute, but not until after 31st July,
1954, since the Institute was not established until
September of that year. Since no pavment was
made during the income year in which the income
accrued, the Trust was unable to obtain the exemp-
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tion granted by the Income Tax (Amendment) Act,
(No. 2), 1954. This Bill therefore seeks to relieve
the Trust from paying tax on that incormc.

This is an easy Bill, and hon, members will
understand how simple it is. Therefore 1 heg to move
that this Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. M. E. COX. I beg to secord that.

Mr. LEWIS: Since this is something which will
certainly redound to the benefit of Barbados we
cannot oppose it, but I would like to find out some-
thing from the Hon. Premier. I take it that this Act
of 1954, (No. 2) applied to the Bellairs people.
% am wondering if we could not have amended that
Aect, and leave it at that; but this is ar Act which
will have to remain ¢n the Statute Book for ever.
[A VOICE: It is only for 1955]. I hear a member
of the legal profession say that it only applies for
one year; but if you get another Income Tax Com-
missioner coming her: and he discovers this mistake,
he will go back and deal with the matter.

8.55 p.m.

Clause 2 reads as follows :—

““The income of the Bellairs Investment Trust
Limited assessed by the Commissioner of Income Tax
for the year of assessment one thousand nine hundred
and fifty five is hereby declared to be exempt from
Income Tax.”” This cannot be repealed. This has
to remain so . I am thinking that it wall not be a
bad thing if you were to put this in the Income Tax
Act or rather that you pass a special Act for them.
You can put in this and any other thing concerning
this institute in that Act for them. Giving them
exemption from customs duty can be incorporated in
that Act and you can repeal those other Acts which
you have concerning this matter so that they can have
an Act for themselves. It struck me as unnecessary
to have an Act only just to exempt them from Income
Tax for a particular year.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I took the occasion,
according to my recollection, when we were relieving
Bellairs, if not in that same Bill about the same time,
to help the University College of the West Indies and
such other institutions which would be construed to
be of an educational or religious nature by the
exemption from income tax of any money given to
carry them on.

The hon. member will see that the Bellairs In-
vestment Trust Limited did not come into being
until September 1954 but that it was assessed for
fincome tax on the income accruing to the Trust for
the year ending July 1954 when that income was
really paid over to the Research Institute. It did
not come into being until after the period which was
subsequently assessed. When that assessment was
made the Institute had three or four months to be
born; so we have to make this specific exemption.

T suppose the Bill will be printed in the same
way as some Acts which date back to 1670. Probab-
ly, in the future the Legislature will have to wipe
out all those Aects that no longer have any real use.
That is the explanation why it is done in this way.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I understand
from the hon. member who just sat down that
this is exactly in the year when the Government
allowed expansions for charitable gifts such as to the
University College of the West Indies. T invite the
honourable member to look back at the Bill for char-
itable trusts and he will see that that has nothing
to do with Bellairs at all. Tn not one instance do you
exempt persons who are alive and making gifts to
charitable institutions from Income Tax.

T think the hon. junior member for Christ Church
made a substantial contribution not so much to the
Bill as to the debate when he said that this is en-

tirely different from the amendment to the Income
Tax Act of 1944 relating to the exemption from in-
come tax of gifts made to Churches. That is an
exemption in which you will find that a person or
company has satisfied the Income Tax Commissioner
that they were making a contribution to something
which is designated as a charitable trust so that that
Institution will be exempt from taxation. As regards
the present Bill, this is to relieve the Trust itself,
not the person, from making the actual contribution.
It is to relieve the Trust from income tax. I may say
that that Bill has been badly drafted like so many
of the Bills which have come before the House in
the last four years.

I think the hon. junior member for the City
was suggesting that a much more sensible arrange-
ment for the amendment was that instead of passing
an Act to exempt the Bellairs Investment Trust from
the payment of Income tax in respect of a specific
year, which as he pointed out will have to remain
on the Statute Book of Barbados until the day of
Judgment—or until this Government is called down
for their sins of commission or omission—that it will
be a more sensible idea if the Income Tax Act, No. 2
of 1954 was amended to relate back to the year of
assessment which in truth and in fact will be the
income of the year of 1953. I rather deplore the
fact that every time members on this side of the
Table through their public spiritedness and the fact
that their duty to the Island is higher than mere
party polities, make valuable suggestions and con-
tributions, that persons so ancient in Parliament (1
would not say in experience) as the hon. senior mem-
ber for St. Joseph, shonld get up and try to throw
cold water on the suggestions made. The trath of
the matter is that they come into this Chamber with-
out even referring to their files or without the slight-
est idea of the subject matter of the Bills or meas-
ures which they are supposed to introduce. Y will go
further and say this, (if the hon. junior memver for
St. Philip will allow me to continue; he is making
loud asides) that it is an insult to the intelngence,
not only of members of this ancient Chamber, put to
the people outside, the man in the street wnom we
represent, if they get away with that kind or pehav-
iour. Unfortunately for us, by the time this debate
reaches publication three or four years from now,
we will see substantial modifications of the rash
statements made by them on that side of the Table.
9.05 p.m.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, Y eannot
see how anybody who has studied law for so many
years as the hon. senior member for St. George, can
reasonably make a speech as he made just now. The
Income Tax Act of 1921 gives certain exemptions
but they are not enough to cover this case. The effect
of paragraph 4 of Section 13 of that Act is to exempt
from tax the income of a soeciety or institution estab-
lished exclusively for charitable, religious, educa
tional or scientific purposes of a public nature within
the Island and not carried on for private pecuniary
profit.

The Income Tax Act, 1921 gave certain exemp-
tions which were not enough if you are going to
cover this case. KExemption from Income Tax is
granted to a society or institution which is estab-
lished within the island for charitable, religious, edu-
cational or scientific purposes which is not carried
on by private aid. No exemption from Income Tax
therefore, if you read these words carefully, could
be allowed in respect of individual or private trusts
used for charity. That was an obvious and logical
restriction and we felt that both in the interest of
the Bellairs Institute and the existing University
Colkege of the West Indies, we should so amend the

é
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Act so as to make it possible for gifts to these
Institutions to be free from Income Tax. The hon.
member with that majestic indifference of facts which
is the best exponent in a House that is not com-
pletely devoid of persons like himself has eonveni-
ently forgotten that. The Bellairs Trust gave this
money to the Bellairs Institute and therefore the
Bellairs ‘(rust should not be made to pay income
iax on it.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, on a point of
‘Order, I rather admire the remarks expostulated on
the floor of this House. Nobody over here suggested
that the Bellairs Institute should pay Income Tax.
Why should I read the Act and assist him? When
he is making the rash statement that the Bellairs
Institute should not pay Income Tax, that is what
we are saying.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: The hon. member is again
making a speech. The hon. member said we should
not amend the Act. The Act is put to cover every
single individual who makes a gift to the Institution
for charitable, religious and scientific purposes. The
advice which he gives, as so often happens, is worth
a little less than he gave for it. That is the advice
the hon. member is giving this House. All that
happens is that because we assess our Income Tax on
the income earned in the previous year, this Act
which was passed in 1954 did not relieve the Bellairs
‘frust because it was not even in existence then; it
Jdid not come into existence until September 1954,
whereas in 1955 the Income Tax was assessed on the
income earned by the Trust up to July 1954. I
apologise to the House for repeating it, but m
view of what the hon. member said after my explan.
ation, it was necessary. It is a bare accident that the
Institution was not born before the Act which we
attempted to help it by, because it is only to be read
with the principal Act referring t.. income of the
preceding year. I do not think it is mecessary for
me to say anything more, Mr. Speaker.
position should be very clear to all hon. members
including the hon. member who has just sat down
who does not want to have it made clear.

The question that the Bill be read a second lime
was put and rasolved in the affirmative without
division.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: 1 beg to move that Your
Honour do now leave the Chair and the House g¢
into Committee.

Hon. M. E. COX: T beg to second that.

L'he gestion was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division. Mr. SPEAKER left the
Chair and the House went into Committee, Mr. Smith
being m the Chasir.

Clause 1 was called and passed.

Clause 2 was called. It reads as followss

“The income of the Bellairs Investment Trust
Limited assessed by the Commissioner of Income Tax
for the year of assessment one thousand nine hundred
and fifty-five is hereby declared to be exempt from
income tax.”’

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if the
senior member for St. Joseph would care to repeat
what he said at an earliex stage of this Bill. Is he
saying we are exempting the Institute from Income
Tax in favour of a charitable institution of this kind,
something which was not in existence? I would like
this particular thing to be made clear. He said it
could not come under the provision of the 1954—49
or 1954—50 Act for the brilliant reason advanced
that it was not in existence, so he is going to pass
a Bill to exempt something that was not in existence
in 1954.

Hon. @&. H. ADAMS: You could not have paid In-
come Tax unless you existed and therefore, it is

T think the |

ebvious that the Belluirs Trust existed in 1954, The
hwesearch Institute did not exist until Septemoer, 1954
Bellairs Trust could not have made a gift until it
came into existence. The income earned in 1954 was
later given to the Research Institute, all of it, but
its income having been calculated in 1954 they would
have to pay because as soon as the Income Tax Com-
missioner assessed it they became liable to it. They
did not give it away at the time when they were
making the assessment; that is why I say nobody
else needs an explanation.

9.15 p.m.

Mr. BARROW: 1 do not think that that is sat-
isfactory. We know what is going to happen over
here. No member on this side of the House perhaps
with the brilliant exception of the hon. junior mem-
ver for St. Philip (who is in a class by himself) is
prepared to accept the explanation given by the
senior member for St. Joseph because he is saying
the direct opposite now to the statement which he
made before at a different stage of this Bill. He saig
the Bellairs Trust did not exist in 1954, then ne
comes in here in this part of the debate and said the
Kesearch Institute and the Trust are two separate
and distinet entities. In 1954—55 the funds of the
‘I'rust were vested in the Bellairs Institute. That isg
not what came before this House last year.

In other words, the gift made to the Research
Institute, from what information we have been able
to glean from the Government, was vested in the
Government by the will of the late Commander
Bellairs. The Trust and Institute are one and the
same thing, and in the brilliant explanation which
the hon. member has made, he made the mistake that
the Trust was handed over to the Institute. I hope
that the people who are reporting this debate in-
dependent of the Official Gazette will take it down
tor posterity to read.

~ Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I am not doing what, out-
side of this House, I would do when faced with such
an exhibition. I not only said what the facts are, but
1 read the‘‘Objects and Reasons’’. Let me read them
again. ‘The late Commander Bellairs, by his will.
left his entire estate to MeGill University to be used
in Barbados for the purpose of research and other
projects of benefit to this Island in particular, and
science in general. The estate is held by the Bellairs
Investment Trust Limited incorporateqd in Barbados,
which pays the whole income aceruing from ths
cestate to the Bellairs Research Institute on the St.
Jar'nles coast which has been established by MeGill
University to implement Commander Bellairs’ inten.
tions.”’

How can they be the same thing? The Research
Institute came into being in September, 1954, and
the ‘Trust was unable to obtain the exemption
granted by the Income Tax Amendment, (No. 2)
Act which we passed. The income which accrued to
the estate was in their hands for the period for
which an assessment was made by the Income Tax
Commissioner; in the year after it was liable to
income tax. The spirt of what we are doing was and
is such that we are not ealling upon them to pay be-
cause they paid over income to the Research Institute,
and we specifically passed this Bill in order that the
Institute might profit by this amendment to the Act.
I have only replied to show that the answer to what
the hon. member has tried to accuse me of is there
for everybody to read, but he has made a mischievous,
slanderons and untrue statement.

Mr. BARROW: I am asking that the hon.-
ourable member withdraw those remarks. Ha
knows that the Institute is owned by the Trust. If
he is not going to withdraw the remarks, then I
will ask you, Mr. Chairman, to invoke the relevani
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Rule. If he wants 1o be abusive, he can go out
into the distriet, far, far from you, Sir, because I
know you will not tolerate that sort of thing. It
he is going to indulge in the virulent and unpro
voked abuse in which he has indulged, then 1 wili
have to ask him to withdraw the remarks, or ask you
to call His Honour the Speaker. 1 am merely sug
gesting' to you not to adopt that recaleitrant attu-
tide which they adopt on thag side of the House.
I am now asking that you call upon the honourable
member to withdraw the statement which he has
n:ade.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The honourable senior
wiember for St. George has objected to the words
which have bgen used by the Hon. Premier.

Hon. G. H. ADAMS: I do not intend to with-
draw one word. Subject to any ruling by you, T
say that the statement is slanderous, because it is
Iying, it is mischievous bLicause it is designed to
l:old up the debate, and it is untrue because hon-
ourable members have only got to read the ‘‘Objects
and Reasons’’ of the Bill to see that it is not true.

Mr. BARROW: 1 am asking that the words
be taken down. Is the honourable member now
saying that he did not make those remarks? I knowr
that he will be running true to form, but is he going
to say that he did not make use of those remarks?
I repeat: I am asking that the words be taken down
T.et His Honour the Speaker he sent for.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Chairman,—

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman— ‘

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, I am on
my feet. Under what Rule does the honourable
member want me to sit down?

Mr. BARROW: The honourable member can-
not speak until you, Mr. Chairman, direct that
those words be taken down.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Why is the honourable
member interrupting?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Let me hear the honour-
able member.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: On a point of Order.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: On a point of Order.
I submit to the Chair the honourable mkmber can-
not make any speech until the words are taken
down.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the houourable mem-
ber take his seat? Is it the pleasure of the House
that these words be taken down?

9.25 p.m.

Mr. BARROW rose.

Mr. CHATRMAN: I am going to put this to
*he Committee: is it the pleasure of the Committie
that the words be taken down?! Hon. members in
ravenr will please say ‘‘Aye” and those against will
please say ‘‘No’’.

Hon. R. G. MAFP: Mr. Chairman, I would
like to ask under what rule does the honourable
member object?

Mr. BARROW: Rule 13L

Hon. R. G. MAPP: 1 will quote that Rul:
It is as follows:—

““Tn a Committee of the whole House, the Chair-
man, if it appear to be the pleasure of the Committee,
will direct words objected to, to be taken down, in
order that the same mav be reported to the House.”’

Mr. BARROW: Are vou satisfied now?

Mr. CHATRMAN: T have put the question.

Mr. LEWIS: Mr. Chairman, T quite agres
that the way for vou to get the feelino of the Com-
mittee is bv putting the question, but when situa-
tions like this arise, it should be the privilege of
honourable members to do their best to settle the
difference without letting it run the fnll course
You ean very well see that if an honourable member
who seee that he has the majerity wants to press
the qulestion that it is easy to throw a member out.

~were used for my benefit.

it has happened already.
former vote of this House.

The Ilon. Premier used the words ‘‘slanderous,
mischievous and untrue.”” The honourable mem-
ber might feel that since he considers that the words
ured by the honourable senior member for St. George
were not truthfu} that they are slanderous and he
wight say that they are untrue because they wert
not in accordance with the faets. I do mot know
if anybody can object to the word ‘‘mischievous.”
I do not know the full meaning of that word. Cer-
tainly we have reached a stage when we can afford
tc take a sentence like that in our stride.

Whether the word ‘‘mischievous’ is parlia-
mentary or not, if the Hon. Premier feels that the
statement by the honourable senior member for
St. George is not in accordance with the facts or is
an exaggeration of the fucts, I am appealing to him
rot to allow this matter to go to the vote but to
withdraw the words and allow the debate to go on
I am also appealing to the honourable member
wno has taken objection to see that it is not the firsy
time that we have had statements of the kind in
this House and to let it pass. I feel that this is
not the time for an exhibition of strength in voting
cr extreme ecriticism of statements made. Sinece
the Hon. Premier occupies the particular positior
he does in the House and in the Government of the
Colony, I would say that the words, ‘‘slanderous,
ri‘schievous and untrue’’ are extravagant. I will
appeal to him to withdraw those words.

Mr, ALLDER: Mr, Chairman, I too crave
indulgence of the Committee to support the sugges-
tion made by the hon. junior member for the City
and am appealing to the hon. senior member for St.
George not to press for the question being put.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is—

Mr. TUDOR: I am a little bit confused.
Without prejudice to what may happen, the hon.
junior member for the City did make a valuable
suggestion in this debate and he was followed by
similar sentiments expressed by the hon. senior
member for St. John. I think I can hardly suggest
it to you that if you would allow the hon. senior
member for St. Joseph to say how he views this
matter, it may help the situation.

Mr. F. L. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I was
not in here when the row was going on but I can
enter it now. It is really your duty to determine
if the words which were used were of the effect
that they should be taken down. [A VOICE: Obh
No.1 If you are satisfied that the words are parlia-
mentary and in accordance with the debates of
the House, are yvou going to ask the Committee:
whether it is the wish of the Committee that they
should be taken down? If I get up and say that
a member is a glorified fool and he wants those
words to be taken down, are you going to ask the
(Committee whether it is the pleasure of the Commit-
tee that those words should be takén down? You
as Chairman have to determine this thing before
you nut it to the vote.

T have heard that the words ‘‘mischievous, slan-
derous and untrue’ were used. I would say
that to tnose members who like parliamentary
decornw 1o remiain that those words are words which
could pe taken down. Of course, if any hon. mem-
her tells me something T am going to tell him
something. I will not ask you to ask him to with-
draw. However, I would like to know the context
within which those words were used before I vote
on the auestion. T will therefore ask you to ask
the Clerk to read back the context in which they
We did it already and
vou had words read back last Tuesday and the
Speaker did it for somebody’s delight, and I would
like to know in what context they were used. I

I am not criticising a
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want to know in what context the words “mischiev-
ous, slanderous and untrue” were used.
9.35 pm.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, before you
proceed I would just invite you to be consistent
because on the last occasion—and I am relating to
the time when the same member for St, Joseph
aceused someone of making a reckless misstatement
throwa at the House unceremoniously—when the
hon. junior member for St, Lucy made an allegation
which was substantially correct at the senior mem
ber for St. Joseph. I will not refer to that unfor-
tunate episode of disgrace when you, Sir, sent for
the Speaker right away and that is what I am invit-
ing you to do now.

Mr. CHAIRMAN:
Speaker this time.

Mr. BARROW :
are not sending for the Speaker, because from a
party point of view you are assured of the record.
I just ask you to be consistent,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am asking the hon. mem-
ber to take his seat and let me do my duty.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I think it is
the duty of members who have watched the pro-
ceedings to intervene and try to settle this matter.
I would appeal to both members to let us seftle
this matter and get on with the business of the
House. It is difficult when you arrive at this stage
for members to pull back what they have said, and
I do not know the way out; but I do believe both
members can make some concession and let us
settle this harmoniously and allow nerves not to be
frayed because I can see it building up. If the
senior member for St. Joseph realised that when
he got up the second time, I think he actually said
the words then that were harmful and not on the
first occasion. When the senior member for St.
George first intervened and asked for the words to
be taken down. I think he need not have done
that, but on the second occasion there is some reason
for him wanting it done. I will ask both members
to retract so that we may get on with the debate
and finish the Bill. It is difficult for members
around here to vote when we feel it was contribu-
tory on both sides.

Mr. BARROW: This is the Committee of the
House and sinee I am the person who asked for
the words to be taken down I insist that they be
taken down at my pleasure. I would like to remind
the House that the Minister of Truth read out Rule
131 which has nothing to do with this debate. The
Rules 2re 132 and 133. They read as follows:—

Rule 132, “Every such objection is to be taken
at the time when suech words are used, and not
after any other hon. member has spoken.

Rule 133, “Any member having used objcction-
able words, and not explaining or offering apologies
for the use thereof to the satisfaction of the House.
will be censured, or othevwise dealt with as the
House may think fit.”

Now Sir, this is the position that confronts us
to-night. On many occasions members of the Gov-
ernment induce their members to stifle the debate
of the House in order to flout the expressed desires
of the people of the country taken at the pclls by
referring to the incident of the hon. junior member
for St, Luey. If we let it be noised abroad that
members of this House can get in here and let
unkind remarks no matter how unparliamentary to
pass as long as you have a majority you can stick
your tongue out like the hon. member, I mean the
Minister of Truth who calls himself the Minister
of Trade and hold up the debate of the House. If
we allow it to get around this island that the mem-
bers of this House have no respect for the law and
custom of Parliament or the decencies of Parlia-

I am not sending for the

I will say, Mr. Chairman, you'

ment, I am afraid people who put their confidence
in us will lose that confidence and I am insisting
not with the feelings of the Government but of the
Howmse that an accurate record should be made of
the matter and that it be reported to Mr. Speaker,
atter the words have been taken down.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Before you put the
question, Mr. Chairman,—I can see the rush with
which you are trying to get the feelings of the
House so quickly. What the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition said is really correct. In the first in-
stance we on this side smiled when objection wasg
taken because judging from the words, “mischiev-
ous, slanderous and untrue”, they looked to me per-
sonal though they did not seem unparliamentary
or directed to the hon. member; but in the second
instance I was surprised that the Hon. Premier fell
into the trap and gave himself away to the exteni
that they were words then in my opinion to be
taken down; but in the first instance I agree with
the Leader of the Opposition that “mischievous,
slanderous and untrue”, were not in our opinion
sufficiently directed at the hon, member for St.
George in the context in which they were used;
but when the Hon. Premier got up on the second
occasion he did infer them then pointing to the hon.
member. I am a member of the Opposition who
without putting it feel that there can be something
which can be done. For instance, speaking for
myself, if the hon. member got up and said those
words to me I would just smile because I am going
to reply and if there was any taking down he
would be asking that what I said be taken down.
I have the record of not askicg anybody to with-
draw words; you eannot withdraw what you say.
I have never asked anybody to withdraw remarks,
and I think the hon. senior member for St. George
is capable of answering the Hon. Premier, I am
wondering whether under the circumstances we
could not get the hon. senior member for St.
George and the Premier to see the light on this,

On all occasions I vote against the Government
when they are asking for words of members
of the Opposition to be taken down, when

we have to tell them something from over here
I always vote for the Opposition and it i
bad mauners of some members of the Government
not to realise that they are in the Legislative
Chamber and should not display the conduct which
they display, to make it necessary for members of
the Opposition to say things to them; but I repeat,
Sir, that T agree with the Leader of the Opposition
that it was only on the second occasion and not on
the first when these words were directed. Mr.
Chairusan, I have purposely been keeping the debate
open because I know you are anxious to put the
question,

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, on a point of
order, I wonder if it is any part of the duty of the
Marshal of the House to carry around . . .

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Is that a point of order?

Mr. BARROW: It is a point of privilege. I am
wondering if it is the duty of the Marshal to take
around a slip of paper to members informing them
how to vote on this issue. To what depth now have
we descended when you get the Librarian reporting
matters to the Speaker and the Marshal using the
chief weapon?

Mr. CHATRMAN:
speak?

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, as far
as I am concerned, I am suggesting to the hon. mem-
ber that in as much as the first words were not
actually directed at him-—we have got to face facts
—but on the second occasion when the Premier got
up, I would like him to make clear which are the

Is the hon. member going to
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words he wants taken down. Do not get vexed; I
would like before you put it to the House in Com-
mittee to find out the pleasure of the Committee, to
tell us of what occasion you are speaking—whether
on the first occasion when the Premier made refer-
ence to the words, or on the second occasion; and I
want the words read back now because I feel on the
first occasion they were not directed but on the
second occasion they were directed at the hon. mem-
ber. If we are to vote that the words used on the
first occasion be taken down 1 will vote ‘‘no’’ but if
it is the second occasion, I will have to say ‘‘yes’’.
9.45 p.m.

You must make i* clear how you are putting
the matter. As to the second occasion, { will say
““yes’’; as to the first occasion I will say ‘‘mo”. I
want to know, Mr. Chairman, if you are seeking
the pleasure of the Committee in respect of the
taking down of the wcrds used on the first oceasion
or on the second occasion, I should like to know
10 which words you are referring, whether they are
in respect of the first occasion, or in respect of the
second occasion. :

Mr. CHAIRMAN: T am dealing with the words
to which the hon. senior member for St. George has
taken <bjection.

Mr. E, D. MOTTLEY: You were in the Chair
all the time. )

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am seeking the pleasure
of the Committee as to whether the words to which
the hon. senior membee for St. George has objected,
should be taken down or not.

Mr. BARROW: I would just like to make my
position aburdantly clear. I have checked up on
the words used by the hon. member and repeated
by him on the second cecasion. _

Mr. ALLDER: If the hon. member is adopting
the attitude which he is adopting. 1 would say that
the Hon. Premier should not be asked to withdraw
those words, The Honr. Premier was just making a
safeguard in saying, lest any hon. member states
any slanderous untruth

Mr. BARROW: I would like an undertaking
from the hon. serior member from St. Joseph him-
self that the words were not directed to me; I do
not want it from any of his satellites.

Mr. ALLDER: I am going to let the hon, mem-
ber know that he cannot make any kird of statc-
ment after I have sat down. I should like to say
that it is better if the hon. member were a satellite,
hecause he would have better discretion.

Mr. BARROW: I have seen several Rules
broken and abused. T am asking that the Homn.
Premier leave this Chamber while his conduct is
being discussed, as was the case with the hon. junior
member for St. Lucy. I would like to make it clear
that T am objecting t~ all the statements made by
the hon. member; if he says that they were not
directed to me, then that is a different matter.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I think that this matter
would be easily settled by the Committee by the
taking of a vote. The question is———-

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You understand the position
as clearly as I understand it. If the Hom. Premier
has used words which have been objected to by the
bon. senior member for St. George, the words would
he those which were used in the first instance. Tiwe
words used in the second instance would only be
a repetition, The question is

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : However irritated yom
may be, Mr Chairman, I still have the right to
speak; that is absoluteiy plain. It has been pointed
out what the hon. Premier said, lest any hon, mem-
ber repeat any slanderous remarks. We feel that

that was not directed to the hon. senior member
for St. George. The Hon. Premier seemed to have
fallen into the trap and what he said op the second
oceasion was directly pointed to the hon. member,
who asked that the words be taken down. If it is.
a question of the words used on the second oceasion,
then those words should be taken down.

9.55 p.m.

Mr. Chairman, [ want you to make that poimnt
clear. With great respect to you, I want a proper
cxplanation on it. You should have the contexts.
of each of the times the words were used. 1 am.
thinking of the second time that the words were
used. Is it the second or_the first time? Whien
do you want the Committee to take down? I have uo
apologies to make te the Government, the Hon.
Premier or anybedy; I vote quite clearly and to my
conscience. If it were the first time, I would say
that they were not directed to the honourable mem.
ber; if it is the second time I would say *‘yes.”’
If you mean the second time that the words were
spoken, sayiso. 1 would say that those words shouid
be taken down but if you say that you mean tue
first time T would say that they should not be taken
down. That is what I want you to inake clear.
1 feel that the first time the words were used they
were not directed to the honourable senior member
were not directed to the honourable senior member.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That is beside the question

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY : I know you are anxious.
to put the question. It is your duty to put it.

Mr. CHAIRMAN : Yes, when all the honourable
members are sitting, not when an honourable mem-
ber is standing.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: Are you asking me t¢
sit now?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: No, you can stand until to-
IMOrrow Morning.

Mr. E. D. MOTTLEY: If it were when the
words were spoken the second time, I would say
“yes.”” Tt is for you to say that you are dealing
with the second occasion so that I would be in a
position to know how to vote. If you say that you
are dealing with the first occasion, I would say
“No,”” they are not unparliamentary because they
were not directed to the honourable senior member
tor St. George.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, this is not the
first time that we have witnessed last minute attempts.
by the Conservative Opposition to save the Gov-
ernment from an embarrassing position. This be-
haviour has been going on during the course of
the last Session. When the honourable member for
St. Joseph spoke the second time he reiterated what
he said before. He used exactly the same expression
and I cannot find myself seeing how the honourable
senior member for the City can distinguish between
the first and second occasion at all. T can only
consider the behaviour wicked and contemptible,
We have been acecustomed to the behaviour of the
honourable senior member for St. Joseph and I
eonsider the behaviour on that side of the Table and
the Leadership wicked and contemptible.

I have been asked by my colleagues and by
the honourable junior member for the City, nothing
to do with the implications by the honourable senior
member for the City, to let the matter drop. I
consider that a great deal of time has been wasted
because of the recaleitrance and unseemly behaviour
of the honourable senior member for St. Joseph,
therefore having no intention of letting something
degenerate in public brawl. T am not going to
insist on the question being put. I would like to

ﬂ

R4




MAY 29, 1956 117

~

congratulate you on the level-headedness you have
displayed on this matter. [Cheers].

The question that Clause 2 stand par't was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division,

Clause 3 was called and passed.

On motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS, seconded
by How. M. E. COX, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported

the passing of the Bill in Commatice.

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reporied
accordingly.
On separate motion of Hon. G. H. ADAMS,

-weconded by Hon. M. E. COX in each case, the Bill

was read a third time and passed.
ADJOURNMENT

Hon, Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker,
before moving the motion for the adjournment I
will fix the Order Paper.

Mr. TUDOR: Oh No, Mr. Speaker,

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the Hon. Minister pleuse
take his seat,

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, we have just had
the behaviour which is now becoming second 1o
nothing

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member is
making use of remarks which cannoi be counten-
anced by me. The honourable member will not at
this stage tell me anything of what hapypened just
now because I was not in the Chair.
iC.00 p.m.

Transport Board

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I rise to move the
adjournment of the House for five minutes to discuss
a matter of very urgent public importance which
has to do with the workings of the Transport Board.
Mir. Speaker, first of all I should like t¢ say that it is
becoming inereasingly difficult in this House to raise
matters which affect public interests because that lead
which should be given to this House by the Ministers
is very often lacking; and if matters of grave impor-
tance are to be debated at all, it is only fair, Mr.
Speaker, that the lead should come from the Ministers
of this Government. Only today, Mr. Speaker, when
T was giving notice of my intention to move this
motion, in the course of the debate which followed
the Minister of Communications in his remarks said
that he was not afraid of anything I might say or
do, which I think, Mr. Speaker, is quite a wrong
setting for discussion of a matter of this nature, and
I think that Ministers must understand that since it
is the function of the Opposition to criticise, eriticism
of the work of their department and exposure where
necessary of their short comings is done in no petrsonal
manner, but as part of the public duty which mem-
bers of the Opposition owe to their constituents, this
House, and the community at large.

Now, Mr. Speaker, Your Honour is well aware
that for the last nine months or so there has been in
existence a Transport Board in this Tsland. This
Board was set up principally to administer wkat was
then thought to be a possible system of public trans-
port, and Your Honour will recall that when that
measure was before this House, and I have the debates
before me, members of the Opposition were struck
by the scant attention which the Minister introducing
the Bill seemed to pay to the importance of the
matter. Here was a supposedly Socialist Government
making their first essay into nationalisation of publie
ownership and yet in his introduction of the Trans-
port Bill the Minister of Communications spent less
than four minutes on his second reading speech,

and Your Honour will recall that more than three
members of this Chamber protested at the time at the
scant way in which the Minister introduced the Bill,
and consequently at the lack of information which
was given to the House. Your Honour will also
recall that hon. members on this side pressed the
Minister as hard as they could to get from him two
things: some indication of how this nationalised
industry was to be financed, and secondly how it was
to be administered; and it is within the knowledge
and memory of all of us here that Gfovernment cate-
gorically refused to answer us on these two points.
Now it appears, Mr. Speaker, that their refusal was
not due to stubbornness but more to ignorance and
folly because that has now come to pass by showing
us quite clearly that they had not the faintest idea of
what is involved in running a nationalised industry.

No doubt, Your Honour notice in your own con-
stituency many more people on the roads than hereto-
fore, not loiterers or vagrants but people whom Your
Honour can see when you pass from your home to this
House day by day, and I have no doubt that you,
Mr. Speaker have been playing a very important
part in filling the gaps created by the break
down in the Transport system, because I have
no doubt that many of Your Honour’y consti-
tuents are favoured day by day with a lift in
your car, and your experience is the experience of
almost any other member of this House except the
Ministers.

Sir, the Transport Board took over 116 buses
from private concessionaires, and we need not at this
moment go into all the megotiations which preceded
the taking over. This House is only concerned with
it after the Transport Board had taken over the
but I also recall that during the debate on the Trans-
port Bill, the Leader of my Party, the hon. seniov
member for St. George, warned ‘Government that it
might find itself being asked to pay over half million
dollars as compensation to the private concession-
aires. He did say that and it is recorded here in the
Official Gazette, if subsequently, other copies bave
not been in some way modifieq by the Minister of
Truth. Now, Sir, 116 buses have been taken over by
private concessionaires, and you will recall that the
things that the Government did not put into the
ears of the members — particularly the Opoo-
sition - was that it was going to take over
these buses and run them as a nationalised
service, because it wanted to put a better ser-
vice at the disposal of the travelling public, and they
said in the debates that only over the dead body of
the Premier would busfares be raised. But by a
eurious inversion, Mr. Speaker, they are going to
be raised over the dead body of the Transport Board,
and of course, of other persons; because you see
in politics the very last thing that you should say is
that. Well the Transport Board was set up, they
took the buses over and it started to run. Well,
as in the case of the “Statutory - Board, this
House could not get as frequently (or at all)
as it would like, an idea of what was actually
happening; and although the Ministexr of Com-
munications was mnot required by law to tell
us every week what occurred and how the
service was going, you would have thought Mr.
Speaker, that this, their first venture into mnational-
ization, would have so excited them that they would
hurry week by week to tell us what was going on or
to give us a monthly progress report. No such
thing! Well, the position has been reached that
nearly 50 of their buses are useless. [A VOICE:
How many?] Nearly 50. Further than that, large
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rumbers of their conductors and drivers are out
of work, [A VOICR : Shame!] and they have estab-
lished themselves as being the cypeators of un-
employment. That is what they have done. [A
VOICE: Shame! Shame!] But it is worse than
that, Mr. Speaker; there is no member of this
House who has not noticed almost every day a
break down in one of their units. Only today, I was
nearly knocked off the front step of the Democratic
Headquarters,—aad I know that had that happened
the Minister of Communications would be a wiser
and sadder man this afternoon,—but I was nearly
knocked over because the bus almost collapsed in
front of me: and when it was so diffiecult for me to
understand what had actually happened, I saw a
man walking around to the other side of the bus
with a gasolene tank on his shoulder. I am not
prepared to say that it was being taken away from
the bus, but I got the picture of disintegration
which is not a good thing. However, continuing
from there, not only is it a fact that a large mumber
of their buses have disintegrated, not only is that
trun, but there is even a more disquieting feature.
It ’s said that so mismanaged are the affairs of the
Beard and so insolvent the Board has become that
it's credit is now being stopped with the firms with
v.hich it deals. [A VOICE: What! Shame! Shame!]
10.10 p.m.

All the garages and other places where parts and
other services were obtained by the Transport Board
are now telling the Officials of that Board that they
cannot get eredit. It is worse than that; without any
member of this House actually knowing how the
Transport Board was financed, I think every hon.
member knows that large sums of money have been
spent by it, in it and out of it. By repute and
rumour which is as good as true, they are down to
the tune of nearly $200,000—it may be more—and
that is in eight months.

All this must be set against the fact that neither
the public nor the members of this House, have ever
been told how they propose to administer the Trans-
port Board in the first place, and secondly, how they
propose to finance it; and without those vital aspects
of knowledge about the Transport Board, it is diffi-
cult to withhold censure from them. Since they
have not put in the new units which they were in-
risting that the private concessionaires should have
added, obviously, they must have been repairing and
refurnishing those buses which they already had. It
is creditably reported that large sums of monmey
have been spent on the repairs and eguipment of
buses, that vast quantities of tyres, engine parts
and other accessories have been ordered, but have
not actually arrived, and that there is some mystery
which surrounds some tyres which had been ordered,
and which, as T understand it, have been paid for
and yet they have mot arrived for the use of the
Transport Board.

Hon. members of this House and members of
the general public have heard of stories of engines
or parts of engines which have been stolen, of gaso-
lene charged up to the Transport Board far in
excess of that which was actually consumed, and
which was ordered. The position is even worse. I
understand that people connected with the Board
had been disclosing to their friends and the gemeral
public what they call the rackets being made, and
they have been bold enough in some instances to
mention the names of the people who, it is said, had
been carrying on the rackets. I would say, Mr.
Speaker, that those persons and the general public
unconnected with the Transport Board who want to
get mew concessions for themselves or their friends,
would have been prepared to offer monetary consid-

eration Tor the purpose of aceomplishing what they
have set out to accomplish. Those are the rumours
which are going around. Where that is concerned, it
is the Minister’s duty to check up on these things.
What this House must be more concerned with is
the connection between all that we hear and what
we actually see; if something were not actually go-
ig wrong, then we would not be witnessing that

bereakdown in Transport which we actually see. -

T here are rumours which one has heard about the

dimminution of buses; the routes which used to take .
seven or eight or nine buses are now making out .

with three or five buses; in some cases there are only
two and in some other cases there are none at all.
The numbers of frustrated and empty people whom
we see are evidence of the incompetence, the corrup-
tion and gross mismanagement which seems to exist
at the Transport Board.

There is no need to minee matters. Tvery hon.
member of this House knows that the whole set-up
of the organisation is c¢ne over which the Government
has a direct influence, and there is evidance to show
that the personal friends, or supporters of the Min-
isters or other members of the Government occupy
positions in it.

10.20 p.m.

Tt is not that which is wrong with it [Hon. M. E.
COX. Name it.] What is wrong with it is that in
addition to their being friends and supporters of
theirs,'they are people who do not know what they
are doing and therefore they are not giving of their
hest to the service. You do not have to blame them
ror that. Any Government in power must have its
supporters somewhere or the other; as a matter of
fact, you cannot be in power “unless you have sup-
porters; therefore, you need not look at that as an
accusation. That is a matter of fact. The informa-
tion coming to me is that people whom they have
running that organisation for them are not efficient
and competent persous, That is the whole fact of
the matter and the person who is solely responsible
for it is the Hon. Minister of Communications. He is
not a competent person, because if he has been hearing
\,::hat all the rest of us have been hearing and he has
done nothing about it, he has done the greatest pos-
sible disservice to this country and to the Statutory
Troard which he has set up.

If whatsoever has been heard is rumour, it is
rumour serious enough to make him get up to see
that it does not come true. Of course it is not rumour.
So chaotic have the conditions of the Transport Board
beecome that it is a question of Government unload-
ing the embarrassment. All that was not known
before can be known as soon as the Government gave
the impression that it wanted to get the buses off
its hand. It is reported that the Hon. Minister of
Communications in his zeal to be rid of this embar-
rassment and to save the face of Government betook
himself by night to the home of a bus concessionaire
intent upon asking that gentleman to do what he
can to ease Government of this embarrassment by
taking back the buses which he hamded over to the
Government. [Hon. M. BE. COX: Have you con-
sulted the gentleman to find out whether' that is true
or not? ] The report went out that the Minister went
to the residence of this gentleman a second time and
told him ‘‘now if they get hold of the fact that I have
been to you already, if anybody comes to you and
ask you, do not say I was here the first time.”” That
is what was reported to me.

T Now, even that, Mr. Speaker, is not neeessarily
a bad thing, provided it was Government’s policy
to say quite plainly that they cannot get through
with what they have undertaken, therefore they
have taken steps to reverse their policy. We have
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10 blame for them for that. No. member of this
House would blame them for changing their minds.
‘We might have something to say as to the nature of
the change, but after all they are in power, and it is
for them to run the Government according to their
policy. If they set up the Transport Board and they
find out that it is not functioning as they want it

-and they want to wind it up, they can take some

measure to wind it up just as they established it.
If they are going around asking the concessionaires
to take back their buses you cannot quarrel with
them for that because that is their policy. They

“found out that they could not get through with run-

ning the buses; they did not wish to say so, so they
found that way to do it.

"What I blame thiem for is this. They made
this House to understand that they were making

.2 genuine and worthy attempt to provide the trav-
-elling people of this Istand with a proper trans-

fort system. They have not done so. Far from
doing so, they have so mismanaged their affairs
that the taxpayers of this Island are callpd upon
%o pay off a deficit of $200,000 or possibly more;
and secondly, the big question which to them is still

.coming up is the compensation which they must pay

for the buses they have taken over because everybody
will not be Mr. Birch. I am sure the Bus Concess-
jopaires will not want their buses back. It is said

“that they met Mr. Bireh half way by putting new

engines in the buses they gave back to him. [Hon,
M. E. COX: Try to find out the truth.]  That
would be an administrative deal and not a concern

-of this House. !

Mr. Speaker, when all is said and done, Whﬂe

il. takes them all this time to get out of the mess that
‘they got themselves into, people in this Island are

driving uncomfortably in buses. They are getting
“their clothes torn on the sides of the buses and are
‘being inconvenienced by the chaotic conditions which
cxist in the transport system. Large numbers of
dvrivers, eonductors and inspectors are thrown out

-of work by the system which exists at the Transport

Board. So, Mr. Speaker, you will see if they con-
tinue as they are doing, it will be even to themselves
a farce to speak of the Transport Board, because it
will have no buses to administer and the travelling
public will find themselves walking in ever-increas-
‘ing numbers because the Government in whom it
has put its trust has mismanaged its affairs on a
worthy service.
10.30 p.m.

Tt is the fashion of the Minister of Communica-
tions and his colleagues to treat these matters as if
there were personal matters, and it never oceurs to

‘them that people who disagree with them are equally

patriotic, and equally interested in public affairs in
Well, T cannot help it if he feels that this is
personal, because I am convineed it is sufficient for

Toe to say that I as anybody else following this Trams-

port System have become fed up with it. I live in

‘an area which used to be served by four buses and

certainly By six buses on- Saturdays and holidays.
Mr. Speaker, I cannof tell you the last day when
residents of that area have been guaranteed a proper
running service for 24 hours without a breakdown,
and that is the one I observe most. That has been
happening all the time; but Mr. Speaker, I live in
the Minister’s constituency. The people in my area
and other parts of St. Michael who suffer inconven-
jence because of the breakdown in the system are
equally his constituents and I take it he does hear
the same complaints I hear, and that people from
all over this parish have either written to him or
to0ld him how much they suffer, especially those who
Jive in other areas in St. Mlehael or just as I or any

other member have heard; and you cannot cover up
a distressing situation with indifference or by taking
the persons who consider it their public duty to bring
it to the notice of this House. Something has got
tc be done: and if it ig true as they have said that
a year must pass before the finamces of the Trans-
port Board can be examined by this House, are we
then, Mr. Speaker, to sit in silence for another three
months until the scandal reaches such proportion
that the yard over theré might resemble more a sec-
ond-hand emporium or grave yard of junk? Is that
what is expected of us? That is expecting too much,
Mr. Speaker; but I want Government to bear in
mind that they stand condemned because they delib-
erately chose this line of policy in answer to the
Transport System as they saw it last year; and
while I agree, as I said earlier, with the setting up of
the Transport Board, and while I still think it is a
good thing that public transport should come under
public ownership, I still must say that they have
brought discredit to what it otherwise a good prm-
ciple.

Mr. Speaker, you will necall when the Transport
Rill was before the House, I made a very lengthy
speech on 1t and fully half of that speech was taken
up in meticulously explaining to the Ministers some
of the problems involved in running a nationalised
transport. You will recall I quoted extensively for
him the British Transport Act of 1947 and explained
tc him in some detail how the British Transport
System runs, how the Minister of Transport manages
to administer it, and the method of administering it
and I spoke in such detail because I was certain that
ne member of that Government would have taken the
trouble to familiarise himself with all the problems
involved in what for them was a new venture.
I is no pleasure for me to discover that everything
I warned them against both as to finance and
administration has come to pass, and little did
I think that only nine months would elapse before
I was proved right. So Mr. Speaker meml! ers on
tiis side of the House, have certain public duties
tc perform; and they have to perform them how-
cver uncomfortable it may be for the Government
and however unpalatable. The Minister of Communi-
cations had thrust on him the responsibility which he
could not have carried had he wanted to, but he want-
ed to carry it because to carry that responsibility
would have involved for him taking advice from per-
sons who really know, and in this econnection we wit-
nessed the folly of that new departure which we
seem to have established of excluding members of the
Legtislature from these Statutory Boards. It is a folly
for which we shall pay dearly. Something has happeu-
ed in the Housing Board that will soon erupt on the
floor of this House, and so it must always happen
because you must have competent persons in these
statutory authorities which you set up. No one has
asked the Ministers or the Government generally
that they should spend all their working hours super-
vising these Statutory Boards because they have
other things to do, but a method of administration
if it is well-founded would pay dividends to them.
My chief coneern of this matter is not the defieit,
large as it is, which now exists, because it would be
improper to eomment on that until Government tells
us what it has done with all the money collected
and how they are financing that particular Board.
My chief consideration is not even with the amount
of material which has been stolen from the Trans
port Board or the amount of gasolene ordered and
not used or delivered. None of that is my chief con-
cern. My chief concern ought to be the concern
of every member of this House, Ministers in-
cluded, and that is that wpeople who wused
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to travel in reasonable comfort when  private
concessionaires ran their own buses, are now

finding it jmpossiblie and definitely inconvenient to
travel now that Governient in whom they had plae-
ed confidence has accordingly on its own principle
created a Transport System ostensibly for the pur-
pese of giving better transport, but with the actual
result that they have created chaos to the transport
system. That is a serious thing, and although, Mr.
Speaker, it is no part of my duty to distribute praise
tv people who owned these buses before, yet no mar
ought to withhold praise from persons to whom it is
Adue, because the experience of the travelling public
has been that they have lost much of the comfort
and convenience of travelling which they formerly
enjoyed.

Mr. Speaker, you will recall that when the Bill
was before the House on the last occasion, the Minis-
ter in introducing it and in giving his reasons said
something which was pertinent, the signficance of
which we only understand mow.

10.40 p.m. ,

This is what the Hon. Minister said:

‘1 should like to say at this slage that at least
from the point of view of first-hand information as
to the running of this service, it is ‘Government’s in-
tention to run at least one of the concessions. With
those few remarks I beg to move that this Bill be
now read a seeond time.”’

Of course, they had to start oul with that policy
in view of running only one concession. It may be
that the neglect and the delay which has fallen on
the whole enterprise is due to the fact that the one
concession which they proposed to run was as much
as they could do, and everything else outside of that
is of no concern to them.. But there appears to be a
much more sinister implication; if the Minister’s
contention is that it was the Goveinment’s proposal
to run at least one concession, if ihat contention is
what has motivated them, then you can see from the
beginning that they had no intention of really making
a ““go’’ in this matter. The Hon. Minister’s own
words in moving the second reading of the Trans-
port Board Bill, are here to indicate to us that the
Government has only followed the poliey which it
intended to follow.

I hold that this matter was such an important
one, that the Government should have considered
it to be its duty in the interest of the people to tell
us, of often as it could, what has actually happened.
It is of no use anybody being annoyed, because
people have been hearing these things. It is not ox
any use being a bit embarrassed because of what has
happened; things that happen have their causes.
You will be surprised to know that there is g direct
consequence of all this uncertainty and disintegra-
tion which have been going on at the Transport
Board. T seem to be regaling this House with ru-
mours, but even Your Honour must have heard o?
the dismissal of employees of that Board in respect
of which the Chairman did not seem to be able to
pay why the employees were dismissed. Your Hon-
‘bur must have heard these rumours. [ASIDES.] If
the Hon. Minister of Communiecations imagines that

these irrelevant and silly asides will throw me off | larly asked if anyone was seconding the motion. " *
my point, T say that it is the chaos in the ministry The question thar/{,L this Hquse c.lo now adjoyr?z'
over which he presides, which should excite his | was put and resolved in the affirmative without divi-
laughter. These are things which are known. It is | sion end Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House
the whole administration of the Transport Board | eccordingly. s
which makes possible all the things of which people | 11.00 p.m.
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complain. It was surprising to me, as it was to other
honourable members, even to look at the personnel
of the Board itself. I do mot think, Mr. Speaker,
that any member of this MHouse should eriticise
people who have been placed in positiong of authori-
ty, but rather the criticism should Dhe levelled at
those who put them there. With all that is proposed,.
there is only a certain section of the House who feel
that the personnel of the Board really inspires eon.
fidence; even that is part of what we are complaining
about.

That seems to be their attitude towards this
matter; they are sitting on a voleano at that Trans-
port Board and they do not know it. What is fagcing
the Minister and this Government is a complete
breakdown of the Transport system of this island;
that is perhaps what the Hon. Minister is laughing
at and what is staring him in the face. In the.dast
resort, however, the people of thig Island must .triy
umph and it only requires the courage of the Trans
port Authorities to tell the people of this island what
the facts are. [Last year, they would not allow the
concessionaires to raise the fares, but it may well be
that we shall all live long enough to see the Trans-
port Board raising the same fares.
10.5G p.m. -

I do not know what they are going to do; I can.
only say that it is a very serious matter. When it
comes to the Hon. Premier, I do not know what
worries him nowadays. It does not appesr to be
buses, anyhow, but even he would spend sleepless
nights in his discovering how serious is the situation

If the buses are proving to be of no good and
you still continue to run a service to the public, you
must have new units. Have they been purchased
and paid for? You might find yourself doing the

very thing that you would not allow the private con-

cessionaires to do. Anyhow, that is a matter for tae
Government; that is their worry. I do know that
something has got to be done quite soon because too
many buses are ouf of commission, far too many parts
of buses are not only away from the Transport Board
but actually on other people’s vehicles and far toc
much money has been spent and taken from them.
fraudulently. Al that has got to be done. If, Mr
Speaker, they do not do it in time everyone in fhie
island will then be brought face to face with what
is the real problem; and the real problem, of course,
is that we have a Government which took over part
of the Transport Service of this island and literally
does not know what to do with it. The duty which
it owes to the public of this island is to see to it
that unfortunate affairs do not come to pass.

Mr. SPEAKER:
seconding the motion?

The Order Paper having been fized,

Hon. Dr. H. 'G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 1
beg to move that this House do now adjourn until
Tuesday, 5th June, 1956 at 3 o’clock p.m. ..

Hon. M. E COX: I beg to second that. &

Mr. ALLDER: Mr. Speaker, may I enquire if
this proeedure is correct?

Mr. SPEAKER: Very, very correct. I particu

[after o pause.] Is anybody






