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House Of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Tuesday 21 January, 1958.

. Pursuant to prorogation, the 1956-61 Legislative
Sesslon was re-opened by His Excellency the Governor,
Brigadier Sir Robert Duncan Harris Arundell, K.C.M.G.,
O.B.E., in the Council Chamber, Public Buildings, at 10
o’clock a.m, today.
The {ollowing Members of the House were present

in their Chamber:
His Honour Dr. H,G.H.CUMMINS, C.B.E., M.D,, C.M.,
Junior member for St. Thomas, (Speaker) ; Hon. Sir GRANT-
.LEY ADAMS, Kt., C.M,G,, Q.C., B.A., senior member fos
St. Joseph, (Premterh. Mr. J.E.T. BRANKER, junior mem-
ber for St. Lucy, (Leaderof the Oppo"ition),. Mr. W, A.
CRAWFORD, senior member for St, Philip; Hon M\E. COX,
‘genior member for St. Michael, (Minister of Trade, Indus-
-8ry and Labour); Mr. L.E. SMITH, J.P,, junior member
sor St. Joseph. (Chaiman of Commmees), Mr. E.D, MOT-
TLEY, senior member for the City; Hen. R.G. MAPP,
aenlor member or St. Thomas, (Minister of Communica-
dons, Works and Housing); Mr. K.N.R., HUSBANDS, junior
member for St. Péter; Mr. T.0. BRYAN, junior member
tor St. Michael; Mr. F.C. GODDARD, junior member for
Christ Church; Hon F.E, MILLER, junior member for St.
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George, (Minister of Social Services); Mr. E, St. A. HOL-
DER, senior member for St. James; His Honour Mr. V,B,
VAUGHAN, junior member _or St. John, ( Deputy Speaker),
Mr. C.E. TALMA, senior member for Christ Church;
Mr. J.C. TUDOR, M.A., senior member for St. Lucy;
Mr. C. B. SEARLES, junior imnember for St. James;
Mr. ‘L. St. A. THORNE, senior member for St. John;
Hon. D; D, GARNER, Junior member for St. Philip,
(Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheriesf Mr. H, A.
DOWDING, M.B.E., senior member for St. George; Mr.
T.W. MILLER, junior member for the City.

HOUSE SUMMONED TO OTHER PLACE

Honourable members being in their places, the Ser-
geant-at-Arms entered the Chgmber and informed Mr.
SPEAKER that His Excellency the Governor was in the
Council and was ready to receive the House,

Mr. SPEAKER preceded by the Marshal carryjng
the mace cradlewise and followed by other homourable
members in pairs according to seniority, proceeded to
the Council Chamber and waited on His Exceilency the
Governor.

His Excellency then addressed the two Houses of
the “Legislature as follows:~

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GbVERNOR’S ADDRESS

Mr. President and Honouradble Members of the Legislative Council:

‘M. Speaker and Members of the House of Assemdly:

Once more it is my privilege to welcome the Members of both The Legislature.
Chambers of the Legislature on the opening of a new Session. This is
the second occasion during my term of office on which the time of this
ceremony had to be changed in order not to mterfere with an important

game of cricket.




The Constitution.

The Feders-
tion of the
West Indies.

The Colonial
Development
and Welfare

Organisation.

Financial
Position,

In the 1957 Birthday Honours, the Honourable Premier was award-
ed a Knighthood and the Honourable Mrs N. G. Daysh received an 0.B.E.

The Honourable C. A. Burton assumed duty as Attorney General
and was appointed to the Legislative Council in November, 1957.

As 1 said in my Address to you on the occasion of the inaugura-
tion of Ministerial Government in February, 1954, Barbados has enjoyed
the uninterrupted possession of a large measure of self-government so
far as the Legislature is concerned ever since the Settlement of the Is-
land in the 17th Century. On the Executive side progress has been slower
but equally sure. The process of attaining self-government in internal
affairs was virtually completed on the 2nd January, 1958, when the Gov-
ernor-in-Executive Committee delegated his powers under Section 2 of
the Executive Committee Act, 1891, to the Ministers meeting as a Cabinet
under the chairmanship of the Premier.

As from the same date the Premier assumed responsibility for the
internal security of the Island, the Governor retaining his responsibility
for external defence.

1 should mention in this context that the traditional responsibility
of the Attorney General for the initiation, conduct and discontinuance of
criminal proceedmgs, acting as he is required to do in a quasi-judicial
capacity, will in no wise be affected, and the Police Force will continue
to be bound by their statutory obhgatlons relating to the enforcement of
law and order.

A Bill to repeal and replace the Police Act, which will provide
inter alia for the establishment of a Police Board, will be submitted to
you in due course.

A Bill to amend the Executive Committee Act in order to allow
the appointment of additional Ministers when necessary will also be pre-
sented to you. A Minister of Education will be appointed early in the
session, '

Mr. President and Honourable Members of the Legislative Council:

Her Majesty the Queen has been pleased to give instructions for
the appointment of the Honourable Dr. A. S. Cato to be a member of the
Executive Council and of the Honourable E. F. L. Morris to be a member
of the Legislative Council. The Honourable E. F. L. Morris replaces the
Honoursble Dr. A. S. Cato as Legislative Council member of the Execu-
tive Committee, As Minister Without Portfolio he will have the role of
Government spokesman on your Honourable Board.

Mr. President and Honourable Members of the Legislative Council:
Mr. Speaker and Members of the House of Assemdly:

The Federal Government was established on the 3rd January,
1958, and the 28th February has been appointed as Nomination Day for
the first Federal Elections.

We look forward to welcoming His Excellency the Governor-Gen-
eral and, we hope, Lady Hailes if her health permits, when they pay their
first official visit to Barbados from the 10th to the 13th February, 19858,

On this occasion it is fitting that I should pay tribute to the Comp-
troller for Development and Welfare in the West Indies, Sir Stephen Luke,
his predecessors and their staffs, past and present, who have lived and
worked here in Barbados since 1942 and will soon be leaving our shores.
My Government desires me to recoed their warm and lasting appreciation
of the wise counsel and friendly co-operation which they have received
at all times from the Comptroller and his staff.

Final figures for the financial year 1956-37 show a Revenue of
$19.1 million and Current Exepnditure of $16.2 million, giving a surplus
of $2.9 million on current account. Capital Expenditure was $4.4 million
and at the beginning of the current financial year the General Revenue
Balance stood at $8.59 million, as compared with $6.47 million on the
1st April, 1955, when the present Five-Year Development Plan began.

The Budget for the current financial year shows a Revenue of .

$18.9 million and Current Expenditure of $18.7 million. Revenue collec-
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tions up to the end of December amounted to just over $15% million and
Current Expenditure to almost $18Y% million. Capital Expenditure during
the same period was approximately $2.4 million out of a total estimate
for the year of $11.6 million. Claims through the Crown Agents amounting
to $1.3 million in respect of the Deep Water Harbour had not been brought
to account locally by the end of the year.

Issues to date under the Local Loan Act, 1955, amount to $43
million. The Public Debt of the Island stands at $9.65 million and sink-
ing funds amount to $2.25 million.

Public Lo-nl.

It will be remembered- that the limitation of the rate of interest
on local loans to 4%% was removed by Act 1957-1. The two issues of
debentures made since that date were issued at 5% and 5Y%% respectively,

the September issue being made at a discount of 2%.

Under the Public Loan Act, 1957, authority was given for the
raising of additional loans of $22% million. It is contemplated that the

greater part of this amount is required to finance the _under consuuctlon '

of the Deep Water Harbour should be raised in London. ™~

The measures which Her Majesty’s Government in the United
Kingdom have found it necessary to take to check inflation and maintain
the stability of sterling naturally restrict the supply of inoney and my
Government have constantly under review methods of financing their cap-
ital expenditure pending the raising of a London loan. Legislative autho-
rity has already been given to draw temporarily from the Revenue Equa-
lisation Fund, which stands at $8 million. It is proposed that the cost
of the bulk sugar installation at the Deep Water Harbour should be met
from the Sugar Industry’s Price Stabilization Reserve Fund. Conversa-
tions have taken place with the Crown Agents for Oversea Governments
with regard to temporary advances should access to the London market
not be practicable for some time. To make the way clear for my Govern-
ment to borrow in London as soon as possible and to enable other es-
sential development projects in the Island to be financed, it will be neces-
sary to amend the Rate of Interest Act, 1754. The precise form of the
amendment to be introduced is now under examination.

A new source of loan funds which will now be available in the
area will be the funds of the Caribbean Currency Board, and discussions
are continuing as to the amount which will be avmlsble from that source
for investment in Barbados.

The finances of the three main statutory undertakings, the Hous-
ing Authority, the Natural Gas Corporation and the Transport Board con-
tinue to receive close attention and it has already been announced that
in the case of the Transport Board bus fares will be increased in order
that this undertaking, which is now providing a greatly improved service)
may be operated on a sound basis.

In all the present circumstances great caution will be exercised
in reapect of Government expenditure.

Last year's crop of 204,505 tons of sugar constitutes a record
of which both sides of the sugar industry should feel proud. The present
crop is estimated to amount to 190,000 tons. It is not too soon for:those
most concerned with agriculture to consider the implications of this in-
crease in our production in terms of land use. It may well become a matter
of urgency to find alternative uses for arable land that is not required
for the production of our quota of sugar.

The inocreased production of food crops is certainly possible from
the acreage available now, but improved marketing arrangements are a
first requisite. New Markets legislation will shortly be presented to you.

A pilot project to check erosion in St. Andrew’s was begun in
January, 1957, A Bill to provide the powers required to extend soil con-
servation measures throughout what is known as the Scotland District
will be submitted to you.

The mechanization of the fishing fleet has proceeded very rapxdly
Over 800 powered hoats are now operating of which two out of three were
were equipped with the assistance of Government loans. A —

Plans for the construction of an Abattoir and Cold Storage.Plant
are far advanced.

My Ministers are considering the best means of controlling the
dynamiting of fish along our coasts and legislation for this purpose will
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be prescnted to you in due course. It is also intended to introduce legis-
lation to prevent the indiscriminate removal of sand from the Island’s
beaches.

Development The appointment of 4 Manager in March 1957 put the Development

Board. Board in a position to undertake the functions assigned to it. Up to the
end of 1957 eight loans amounting to $194,500 had been made to assist
the development of small industries.

Pioneer Industries. A Bill will be presented to you re-enacting and amending the

Tourist Industry.

Mineral Qil
Taxation.

Provident
Funds.

Deep Water
Harbour..

Housing.

Pioneer Industries (Encouragement) Act, 1951, in order to widen the scope
of concessions to industries.

Legislation will be presented to you to provide for the establish-
ment of a Board to undertake promotional work on behalf of the Tourist
industry. Consideration is being given to amending the Barbados Develop-
ment Act, 1955, in order to permit the Development Board to assist small
scale hotel development. Consideration is also being given to a revision
of the list of concessions under the Hotel Aids Act, 1956, with a view
to its amendment. A Bill to amend the Trade Act so as to permit tourists
to buy certain articles duty free is under preparation.

Plans for the new terminal buildings at Seawell are complete
and construction will begin in the near future.

A Bill will be submitted to you dealing with the taxation of oil
companies,

During 1947 2,200 persons left Barbados to seek employment
abroad. In addition, over 900 men were recruited for temporary farm work
in the United States of America. Government loans to emigrants during
1987 totalled $311,341. Since the inception of this Scheme in September,

1954, loans totalling $964,807 have been made of which $475,076 have
been repaid.

Provident funds for sugar workers and port workers are under dis-
cussion and consideration is being given to making suitable provision
for workers who will be displaced when the new harbour comes into opera-
tion.

Messrs. Richard Costain (West Indies) Ltd., the contractors, be-
gan work on the Deep Water Harbour in June, 1957, They have under-
taken to complete the work in fifty months. Good progress has been made
with the importation and setting up of plant and machinery, and other
preliminary work. The rubble bank connecting Pelican Island with the
mainland is almost complete.

Designs have been prepared for the bulk sugar installation which,
it is hoped, will begin operations in May, 1960. In this connection my
Government are particularly grateful to Sir Eric Millbourn for the inval-
uable help and cooperation he has given on a purely honorary basis ever
since the Deep Water Harbour project was first discussed in London in
October, 1954. Sir Eric Millbourn’s visit to Barbados earlier this month,
besides assisting with the settlement of several points of detail, served
to confirm that work on the new harbour is proceeding in a very satis-
factory manner. My Government also desire me to express their thanks
to the Honourable F. C. Hutson who has given a great deal of his time
in his capacity as Associate to the Consulting' Engineers with respect
to the bulk sugar installation.

Planning for the administration and operation of the new harbour
will begin as soon as a Port Manager can be recruited. In my Government’s
opinion, it is essential, not only that the lay out of the area should be

carefully planned in all its aspects, but that the harbour itself should
be fully self-supporting.

Since the Housing Authority was set up in April 1956, 565 new
houses have been completed and 94 are now under construction. Housing
estates now exist in every parish except St. Peter where suitable land is
being sought. During the coming financial year it is intended to construct
800 houses. Loans made to sugar workers total $4.3 million of which $1
million have been repaid to date. Funds have recently been made avail-
able for lending to other classes of workers. Steps are being taken to
encourage the building of wall instead of wooden houses. The a uthority
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intends to start the re-development of certain high densxty areas in the
City during the coming financial year.

A Town and Country Planning Bill is under consideration.

The opening of the Technical Institute last April marked an im-
portant development in education in the Island, Especially worthy of men-
tion are the arrangements for the attendance at the Institute of boys from
the .technical streams at Harrison College, Combermere and the Lodge
School.

The additional dormitories for 16 men and 16 women at Erdiston
will give students from Barbados the benefit of a two years residential
course.

The new Combermere School biildings will become ready for oc-
cupation during the year. They will provide accommodation for 700 boys.-

' Your approval will be sought in due course for further school
building projects in order to provide for the expanding school age popu-
lation. In particular it is proposed during next financial year to make ex-
tensions and to provide additional teaching faclhtles at the Alleyne
School.

It is satisfactory to be able to record that several students who

were assisted to obtain higher education by Government loans have re-
turned to work in Barbados.

Education.

My Government has engaged a firm of Architects, who special- BHealth
ise in hospital construction, to prepare, in collaboration with the Director Services.
of Public Works, a master plan with estimates of cost of the proposed
new General Hospital.

Prehmmary discussions have been held with two parochial autho-
rities with a view to establishing small district hospitals, each with 20 —
24 beds for medical and maternity cases and faclhtles for the treatment
of  out-patients. -

My Government desire to express their gratitude  to the World
Health Organisation for providing the services of Major J. Cebel, Public'
Health Consultant, to orgamze t.he work of the Pubhc Bealth Laboratory

at Enmore e e e e e N
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* The B .C.G. campaign has been completed and the scheme to eradi-
cate the Aedes Egypti mesquito .is entering its final and most difficult

phase. Both these projects were generously assisted by the World Health
Organisation. ‘

My Government intend t,o arrange for Local Government elections Lecsl Government.
to take place during the second half of the year. Further amendments to
the Local Government Act, 1954, are necessary, and it is proposed to in-
clude these in a consolidating law in respect of Local Government. Amend-

ing Bills ‘will also be presented to you. covering aspects of Public Health
and Public Assistance. '

Legislation is under preparation to provide for the licensing of Broadcasting.
" commercial wn'eless broadcasung

My Government have in mind the estabhshment of a Department L"‘_‘:‘:d Surveys
“of Lands and Surveys and token provision will be made in the Budget -
for the coming financial year.

The reorgamsatlon of the Courta of the Island involves the im- Judicial
plementation of two comprehensive pieces of legislation — the Supreme Reorstisstie™
Cowrt of Judicature Act, 1958, and the Magistrates Jurisdiction and Pro-
cedure Act, 1956 — and the trapsfer to other courts of the duties of the
Assistant Court of Appeal and the Petty Debt-Court, which are to be
abolished. This heavy task could not be beguiu until last month when
the services of a second Puisne Judge became available. The Honour-

‘able the Chief Justice expects that the new system will have been brought




into operation not later than the 30th June next.

Mr. President and Honourable Members of the Legislative Council.

Mr. Speaker and Members of the House of Assembly.

I now declare the legislative session open and 1 pray that the
blessing of Almighty God may rest upon your counsels.

HOUSE RETURNS TO CHAMBER

Mr. SPEAKER and the House preceded by the Mar-
shal bearing the Mace returned to the Assembly Chamber
and entered upon the business of the Day.

After Prayers,

. Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to inform the
1ouse that when the House attended His Excellency the
Governor in the Council Chamber, His Excellency was
pleased to deliver a speech, a copy of which was handed
to me by him.

RULES OF THE HOUSE

HON. SIR GRANTLEY ADAMS:; Mr. Speaker, I beg
to move that the Rules o. the House of the last session
remain the Rules of the House for thisSession until a:n.end-
ed, and 1 suggest that Wwe reappoint a Select Committee
today to deal with them. We have finished consideration
of the amending of them.

HON. M,E.COX: 1 beg to second that.

The motion was put and agreed to.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES.

HON. SIR GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg
to move that the hon. junior member for St. Joseph who
has performed the duties of Chairman of Committees so
admirably and so much to the pleasure of all be appointed
Chairman of Committees for this Session.

MR. BRANCKER: Sir, I very rarely find myself in
agreement on the first day with the expressions of opinion
of the Hon . Premier but with respect to the motion which
he has just moved I find it a pleasure to second it, (Cheers)

The question that the hon. junior member for St.
Joseph be appointed Chairman of Committees for the Ses-
sion was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,

PRINTING COMMITTEE: DEBATES COMMITTEE

HON,SIR GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to
move that the Printing Committee of the last Session be
appointed the Printing Committee for this Session. It is
only right however to point out to hon. members that owing
to the establishment of the Government Printery, the per-
sonnel and functions of the Printing Committee will have
to be changed and the Government will make suggestions
and send proposals down to the House shortly. The same
thing applies to the Debates Committee..

1 beg to move , if the House will take both together,
that the old members of the Printing Committee and those
of the Debates Committee be members of the respective
Committees for this Session until there is an amendment
to the Act.

HON, M,E.COX: 1 beg to second that.

The question that the membersof the Printing Com-
mittee of the last Session be the members of the Printing
Committee for this Session was. put and resclved in the
affirmative without division.

The question that the members of the Debates Com-
mittee of the last Session be the members of the Debates
Committee for this Session was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

L —

VICTORIA EMIGRATION SOCIETY

HON. SIR GRANTLEY ADAMS: Sir, the nextOrder of
the Day is for the appointment of members of the Victoria
Emigration Society and it is for Your Honour to select the
members of that Society. '

MR, SPEAKER: I have the honour to ask the mem-
bersof the Victoria Emigration Society who were members
during the last Session to be members for this Session.

SUGAR INDUSTRY AGRICULTURAL BANK.

HON. SIR GRANTLEY ADAMS: Sir, in respect to
the members of the Sugar Industry Agricultural Bank,
I beg to move that the members of that Board ior the last

Session be appointed members of the same Board for this
Session. '

HON, M.E.COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive, without division.

PEASANTS’ LCAN BANK

HON. SIR GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg
to move that the members of the Peasdants Loan Bank who
were members of that Board for the last Session be re-
appointed members for this Session.

HON, M.,E.COX: I beg to second that.

MR. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, before the motion is put,
I would just like to say that while most of this is mere
formality, 1 still think that some of us on this side should
be appointed as members to these Boards. I wonder why
only persons who are members of the Government party
are at the moment on this particular Board. Surely, the
institution is of sufficient importance that all shades of
political opinion should be put on that Board. In saying so,
I hope it may not be said that I am canvassing my member-
ship or membership of any one of my Party. Is it not equi~
table and right that members of the Opposition should be
represented on this particular Board?

HON. SIR GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, there
have been times when I thought it would not be a bad idea
to get the Bishop as President of the Chamber of Coinmerce,
but 1 did not think that I would get many people to go along
with me. While it is true that the Minister of the Church
of the New Creation- or of the Crucifixion, whichever it is~
might make an excellent member of the Peasants’ Loan
Bank, on the other hand, why should he cavil? We have
endeavoured in the past to put as many people as possible
from both sides of the House on these Boards. In the case
of the Peasants’ Loan Bank, both the hon. junior member
for St. Joseph and the hon. senior member for St. James
are particularly and peculiarly associated with peasants.
1 cannot picture the hon. senior member for the City,
however interested he may be in humanity, being more
interested in the peasants than the two hon. members of;
the Board in the last session. I have only replied, because
the hon. member made that statement, but I do not think

' his appeal is of such great importance.

MR. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, When the members .
on that side of the House were in opposition, 1 can remem-
ber them saying that the Oppositjon should have a voice in
the administration of the Boards; they liked that then, but
today, they do not like it. The Hon. Premier has been very

‘ facetious in his argument, but if this Board is to be run

on the democratic principle at all, then you should put on
it members of both sides of the House. I agree that [ am
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not as much interested in the peasants as some other Hon.
Members are, but what about the Hon. Senior Member for|
St. George or the Hon. Senior Member for St. Lucy? Now
hat  you have the Cabinet Systemof Government and you|
.ave these Boards, as the Hon. Member has been arguing,
you should put members of both sides of the House on
these Boards. Surely, if you are running a democratic
‘system, just as the Premier has argued that you should
not run everything around here without any member of the
Opposition in it, now we say that members of the Opposi-
tion should be put on this Board. The ultimate decision
rests with the Government. What would the Opposition

know about the running of any Board if the present Govern- |
ment goes out of power? It must come, as night follows |

day, thet somebody will take over the Government: and if |
you are not distributing seats on these Boards and allow- ;
Ing members of the Opposition to sit on them, how will !
they ever know or understand what is to be done on these
Boards? That is why it took Hon. members over there so
long to understand the working of this Board, because they
were in the days when certain Hon, members had no sayi
or right in being members of the Board. }

I know that my appeal will fall on deaf ears; but
surely members who are representing their constituents
ought to be at least interested in the peasants.Let us take
the Hon. Senior Member for St. Philip; nobody could think
of any other Hon. Member being more interested in the,
peasants than that Hon. Member, Yes, he is in Opposition-
to the Government, but that is exactly what the Premier
has argued, that people who are interested in the Boards
should be put on them so as to get some knowledge of the
working of the Boards. The present members of the Board
are the Hon. Junior Member for St. Joseph and the Hon.
Senior member for St. James. I am moving that the mem-
bers of this Board be the Hon. Junior member for St.
Joseph and the Hon. Senior Member for St. Philip.

MR. CRAWFORD: Sir, within recent times there
have been two vacancies occurring in the Other Place,
aud on both of these occasions the vacancies were filled
by people who are allegedly representing a different shade
of opinion in the country from that of the Government
Party. On those two occasions, Mr, K.R. Hunte and Mr.
Lucie-Smith were appointed to the Other Place and it is
surprising that the Government Party did not see fitto
fill those vacancies with two members from the Barbados
Workers’' Union. If only one shade of opinion is to be re-
presented in the Counsels of Government, then Sir, I main-
tain that all the vacancies in the Other Place which were
filled during the tenure of office of the Government Party,
should have been filled by members of the Barbados Work-
ers' Union. You will recall, Sir, that on such an import-
ant matter as the representation of the colony at the
Federal Talks, no member from this side of the House
was taken; the Hon. Sir H,A.Cuke, who is supposed to
be the leading representative of the Conservative element
of the colony, has been attending every Federal Conference
from beginning to end.

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not dealing
with the question before the House.

MR. CRAWFORD: 1 am leading up to it. If in the
filling of seats on important Boards, and if on such an
important matter as your Federal representation, the Con-
servative element in the colony should have its share of
representation, why on these Boards, the appointment of;
which is the exclusive right of the House, should only one;
shade of opinion be represented? It is obvious that the
policy which operates in one direction is not taken into]
account when any important matter arises. Therefore
the contention of the Opposition<that members oi both
sides of the House are entitled as of right to direct parti-
cipation in the administration of the activities o« the Gov-
ernment, is completely in order. :

As the hon. Senior member for the City has so
rightly pointed out, strictly speaking, from the constitu-
tional point of view, the policy is to give all shades of
opinion in the elected Chamber the right to have first-
hand contact and first hand knowledge of the operation of
the Goveinment at all levels in view of the fact that in due
course the Oppositionwill become the Government ( Laughter)
In this particular Chamber, that is only a matter of months,
because the days of the Government are running out and

-
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they are closely numbered. I have the satisfaction of know-
ing that, on both sides of the House, that opinion is shared.
(Voices: Hear! Hear! and Laughteryl am saying that what
happens in this particular instance is that the members
of the Opposition are fully capable of assuming complete
control not only of the Boards, but of the Government
itself, and running it efficiently without previous expe-
rience, but that might not always apply. In the present
circumstances therefore, while we are not saying that
we are going there to get experience, we are however
contending that the principle at present is immoral, un-
just and contrary to all the accepted canons of parliament-
ary procedure and conduct. In any properly~run Govern-
ment, in any democratic Government, in any parliamentary
Chamber, it is the right of the Opposition to participate
to a limited extent in the Counsels of Government; this
is the only Government in which that is not the case.ltis
no wonder therefore why the collapse of this Government
is imminent.

MR, TALMA: Mr. Speaker, in seconding the mo-
tion which has been so ably moved by the Hon. senior mem-
ber for the City, I should like to say that the hon. Senior
member for St. Philip has for years in the past served
with distinction on the very Board and has performed very
useful services. It is during his tenure of office as a mem-
ber of that Board that the Peasants Loan Bank took active
shape, and many of the facilities which are now granted
to peasants in the development of a healthy peasantry and
the development of the economy of this island, to which we
cannot close our eyes.are due to him, We must have prop-
er representatives and men of drive who will represent
not only one side of the picture; the peasantry as a whole
will feel more satisfied with members from both sides of
the House, whether Government or Opposition, comprising
the leading Boards of this island for the developa.ent of
the island.

I second the nomination with great pleasure and speak
as one who is not learning. I, too, have served for many
years on the same Board and conducted the destiny of this
Board as Minister of Agriculture in the last Government;
so I happen to know that the Board needs men of greater
vision and proper foresight and men who have a goal.
It is for that reason that a slight change is made at this
stage whereby a man of drive and vision is substituted
for someone who lacks that drive and vision for the benefit
of the island.

HON. SIR GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, 1 am
asking the leave of the House to speak again. Everything
I have done this morning is temporary. I think it is utterly
wrong with the constitutional change which we have reached
that members of the Legislature should be on Boards.
This is absolutely temporary until the necessary legislation
comes down to abolish it. Even on the Education Board and
Governing Bodies of schools, members come here with
their minds made up; the same is true with the Peasants’
Loan Bank. I know when I came here twenty odd years ago,
you could not say anything against the General Hospital
and get it carried, because nineteen members of the House
were on the Hospital Board. It was wrong in the old days. .
Look at the absurdity of the Hon. Junior member for St.
Michael choosing an Anglican Rector when he is not an
Anglican! It is an instance of the old legislation that the
Bishop, the Attorney General and representatives of the
parish were the best people to.put on Boards. It is nonsense
in 1958, I do not care who goes on these Boards; it is
easier to let the old members sit until the Act is changed,

"I suggest it is completely wrong to continue with what was

done a hundred years ago, when it used to be thought that
the most intelligent people got into the House of Assembly.
(A Voice: That is not true). 1 know it is not true. What is
true is that the most intelligent people are on the Govern-
ment side, 1 want to make it quite clear that as far as this
Government is concerned, these Boards are temporary
measures and Government considers that no member of
the Legislature should: be on these Boards who could come
to the House of Assembly with his mind already made up,
People interested in loans or peasants should be on thel
Peasants Loan Bank Board. 1 should love to see a strong
Peasant Association nominating members just as the Work-

}.ers' Union nominate men to Government Boards now.
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The Elementary Teachers Assocfation and the Secondary
Teachers Association should nominate parents to the Gov-
erning Bodles and the Education Board. When you come
here already as members of the Education Board, or Lodge
School Governing Body, how could you effectively help

your colleagues, whether in the majority or in the minority,

if you have already discussed the matter?Therefore I want
to ask hon, members to let us get these things through as
a mere formality until the necessary legislation is brought
‘down’ to change them. For that reason I suggest to the Hon.
Member, however much he may feel that the Hon. Senior
member for St. Philip knows more about peasantry than
the Hon. Senior member for St. James or the Hon. Senior
member for St. Joseph, that it is a waste of time.

MR. BRANCKER: It is a great pity that the Speech
from the Throne this morning did not foreshadow amend-
ing legislation to which the Hon.and Leariied Premier has
referred. It is a speech for which the Ministers ¢aa no
longer disclaim responsibility; that was the speech read
by the Representative of the Queen, and it was the Speech
of Her Ministers in this island, and so important an omis-
sion would be amazing if one did not know and appreciate
the shortcomings of Her Majesty’s present ‘‘temporary”’
Ministers.

Mr. Speaker, what strikes me is this: 1had no in-
tention of taking part in this nomination to this Bank if the
Hon. and Learned Premier had not used such phrases as
‘‘completely wrong'' and ‘‘the absurdity” of having mem-
bers of this. Chamber on Boards, because if he will only
carry his argument to its logical conclusion, there is no
justification at all in proposing certain members of the
Government Party or in proposing any members of this
‘Chamber for these seats. If he believes what he says and
if his mind can work logically,he should have reasoned out

all he has said and let us have peasants who would not be |

members of the Government Party. Let any member of
the Government Party propose two recognised and sensi-
ble peasants for the seats on that Board, rather than let us
do anything which in the words of the Hon. and Learned
Premier is completely wrong and absurd. Let us have

two peasants . proposed for that Board and I would invite
the hon. Senior member for the City to withdraw his nom-
ination of the Hon. Senior member for St. Philip and his
support of the Hon. Junior member for St. Joseph.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Itis really easier always to speak
after the Hon. Premier, 1 agree with whatthe Hon. Premier
has said, that the time should be or is now when Hon, mem-
bers of this Chamber should not be appointed to Boards.
Taking that same argument, if the Premier honestly be-
lieves in that, as 1 do.. (Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS:
How do you mean *“‘honestly’’).. I use the word ‘‘Honestly’’;
is it unparliamentary? I repeat if the Hon. Premier hon-
estly believes it as I do, there is no use making a fuss in
resisting the amendment made by the hon. Senior member
for the City, because it is immaterial. I should say at this
stage that any Government of any political complexion

. whatsoever would be well advised in Barbados, as long as
. these Boards continue to be a legal constitution, to put on
[ as many persons of an opposite political opinion as pos
. sible,

| Since I have been an independent member of this Chamber
| and not attached to any particular party, many people have
approached me giving me. information that they would not
give to any Hon. member on that side; if I had remained
on that side of the House, that information would not have
been vouchsafed to me.The Hon. Premier knows that very
often when we can tell members on that side something,
i they know absqlutely nothing of the matter and I-think it
| is to the advantage of the Govermmment and not to its dis-

as they are, they should have representation from this
i side of the House as well as irom that side,

§ ... The Hon. Premier has said that both members who
| were appointed on this Board during the last Session are
interested in peasants, but what does it matter if you take
only one of those and put another member from this side, .

would not be vouchsafed to any member on that side. If -
the Hon, Premier really belfeves in what he says he would
not attempt to resist at this huge. That is all I have to 1
say on the matter.

-

advantage that as long as these Boards remain constituted!

one whom I know is bound to receive information which .

* Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker, it is requisite that
I should speak on this particular motion because it seems
as if there is going to be a vote on this matter. I wish to
explain immediately that I am agreeing with what the Hon.
Senior member for the City said wholeheartedly.
I have had the pleasure of serving through other
channels with the past Hon. members of that Board and 1
found them very much interested and grateful for the as-
. sistance which I was able to give. This whole matter re-
volves around a principle, the same democratic principle
by which we come .to know politics today and that which
-has evolved throughout the years, namely, that there must
- be an Opposition and that that Opposition must be considered.
It seems to be the tendency today that you should have
totalitarianism even in Party System.. It would be at this
juncture unnecessary to do anything more than to accept
the amendment by the Hon. Senior member for the City
and give proper consideration to democracy and the prin-
ciples of democracy which demand that both sides should
be represented. The argument by the Hoh.Premier that it
is going to be changed in the future is one which I do not
know anything about. Right now I agree with the sugges-
tion which was made just now that Mr. X of a certain parish
and Mr. Y of another parish who are peasant proprietors
and who are very interested in peasant agriculture should
be members of this Board. As far as I know, there is no
law which allows us to appoint them; therefore I cannot
move that these people be appointed members of that Board
but that seems to be the most sensible suggestion today.

'As I have said, if the law made that possible I could give
‘you immediately names of responsible peasants who would
be able to enhance the future of this Board. Unless we
can be definitely told of the impossibilities of the present
change being made to suit the appointment on this Board, I
propose that two peasants who are interested directly
with this matter should be appointed members of this Board.

‘that 1 can “just refer to the law to see whether this can
be done.

Sir it is a great pity, with the natural evolution which
.have reached, that we are not fully aware as we ought to be
of the large peasantry in this Island which definitely is one’
! of the backbones of this country. We shouldappreciate these
igood men who are in the parishes which we have the honour
/to represent, many. of whom ate capable of being members
of this Board. Subject to Your Honour's ruling on the mat-

ter, 1 understand that it is possible for me to nominate -

members to this Board other than members of this House
and 1 beg to move that Mr.Sam Marshall of St. Michael

iof the Peasants Loan Bank.

: MR. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I have much pleasure
jin seconding that motion. I agree with the Hon. Premier
when he said that these Boards should be run by some of
the peasants. 1 am as considerate as he is and the time
has come when we must try to bring more people into public
life than we have today, especially when we look around"
and find that we are confronted with so much difficulty
when we have to make replacements. It {s one of the re-

| flections of Barbados that there are so few people in public

- life today, and one of the reasons is because we do not
'give  them the opportunity of rising to the top on Boards
that really rlghtfully belong to them.

This present Board could not be better run or should
not be better run than by peasants. Itis their responsibility;
therefore, 1 think it is a good idea to start to appoint peas-

{!ant proprietors to this Board.
Mr. MOTTLEY: I am speaking on this motion,- .

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member cannotspeakagain.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Oh yes, Sir. Thereare three motions
before the House and I can speak on this motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member may proceed.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Thank you, Sir 1 am quite willing
ito withdraw my motion; I am willing to do that, because 1
.am very much convinced by the argument of the Hon.
Premier What is his argument? His argument is that he
is convinced that thetime has come when the peasanta should
be represented on this Board by people other than the mem-
bers of this House and the Other Place. The law is that the
$ House should appoint members to this Board -- not only

‘At this moment [ shall ask Your Honour's indulgence so -

Iand Mr. E. E. Arthur of St. George be appointed members .

members of this House, but people from anywhere. If we

L

e et o~ _

¢

g

R e ——



3

e

ory

<5l

agree with the Cabinet System of Government then the
policy rests with the Government. I am prepared to with-
draw my motion in favour of the one made b, the hon.

,.(nember and,l saw the Hon. Premier smile when the Hon.

senior member for St. George mentioned Mr. Arthur’s
name; 1 think I heard the sotto voce remark that he is
the Hon. member's chief canvasser in St. George. Well, |
let us strike out Mr Arthur’s name; what about Mr.
Marshall? He is the most experienced man in this country
in these matters; when Mr. Blackburne was in the Agri-
cultural Department, he said so. As a matter of fact, he
has advised the Agricultural Department in matters of this
sort. What are you going to say against Mr, Arthur?
Although the hon. member knows that one of the very
interested and able peasant proprietors of St. Joseph has,
within recent years, been unfortunate enough as to lose
one of his feet, yet, we are prepared even to accept to-
gether with Mr. Marshal the nomination of Mr. Fields-
Lowe; however, it does not matter that he is the chief
canvasser for the Government in St. Joseph. I think that all
sides of the House will agree to accept Mr. Sam Marshall
as a member of this Board.l think I heard the Hon. meémber
express surprise when Mr. Sam Marshall’'s name was
mentioned; let us see what the Premier will do now.

1 am asking leave to withdraw my motio. because
1 am supporting the motion which has been made by the
Hon. Senior member for St. George, that the peasants
who have been named by him should be appointed to this
Board by this House. I am willing to accept an amendment;
if the Premier does not want to have a particular indivi-
dual - [ think that all sides would agree to the appointment
of Mr. Marshall - let him suggest anothe peasant. If the
Premier camnnot let the Opposition have a voice in this
matter, then let us see how sincere he is and let him not
allow anybody to say that he was absolutely hypocritical in
the remarks which he has made.
There being no objection, the Hon. Senior member
for the City was granted leave to withdraw his motion.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Sir, 1 am speaking in favour of
the principle of appointing peasants to this Board--a
principle in which 1 know the Hon. Premie believes.

. Hon. M,E.COX: On & point of Order. May I be in-
formed, Mr. Speaker, on what motion is the hon. member.
speaking? He has already spoken (Mr. HUSBANDS: Not
on this motion). This is a motion which is similar to the
one which the hon. Senior member for the City has with-
drawn, and the one which has been made by the Hon. senior
member for St, George. If Your Honour looks up the Rules,
I think you will see that they are against that procedure.

Mr, SPEAKER: The substantive motion is for the
re-appointment of the members of this Board for the last
Session. That motion was made by the Premier, and the
question of the principle of appointing members outside
the members of the House is just incidental. That is
really not the question before the House.

Mr. HUSBANDS: 1 am speaking on the motion made;|
by the Hon. Senfor member for St. George to which motion-- |

: Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member did not say thati
when he first got up.

Mr HUSBANDS: 1 said that 1 am speaking on the
principle of appointing peasants to this Board, but that
did not mean that 1 was not speaking on the motion made
by the hon. senior member for St. George. :

.. Mr. SPEAKER: All right.

. Mr. HUSBANDS: Thank you, Sir. Like the Hon.
Premier, 1 believe that the time has now come when this
Hon. Chamber should appoint peasants to this Board, I
honestly believe in that, When the Premier sapoke not

ig P"very long ago, most hon. members were of the opinion

that, as the law existed, -- I was one of those which were
of that opinion -~ we could not yet appoint to this Board
persons who were not members of this Hon. Chamber.
Now that a check has been made on the Statute law, we
find that we already have the power to do so. The law
says that we are to appoint meémbers to this Board, not
necesgarily members of this House, and now {s the time
that we can lawfully appoint peasants to serve as members
of this Board. It is on that principle, that I am now address-
ing the House.
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I am not particularly interested in the appointment
of any particular peasant because ] have not come here

 this morning with my mind made up; 1 have not had any

discussion whatever as to who would be the best peasant
or peasants to serve on this Board;but I am in favour of
the principle of selecting peasants to serve on this Board.

That is why I am voting for the motion made by the Hon.

Senior member or St. George and I trust that Hon. mem-

bers will know that at least one member of the Government
has said that members of this House should not be serving
on these Boards. I believe in that principle 100%, and that
is why I am voting on this occasion for the motion as made
by the Hon. senior member for St. George. This would be
the first occasion on which the peasants, people who are
knowledgeable in agriculture, will have a voice on this

-Board. Therefore, 1 cannot reasonably expect any opposi-

tion to come from the Government Bench or to hear any
opposing remarks. As a matter of fact, I said if the Premier

honestly believes in what he has said,/l know say this a
challenge/ because 1 am going to make it very manifest in
the mamner in which I am going to vote that I believe in
what 1 say, and I hope all Hon. members will do the same

Mr, L.E. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, 1 did not want to sa;
anything in this matter at all, but I can clearly see that
it is operating in the minds of the Opposition that an Opposi-
tion member should be on this particular Board. (A VOICE:
Oh not) But in my opinion, knowing the Board as I do, I feel
that we have too many opposition members on it already,
because 1 can well remember before I was a member of
the Board that I brought an Address,or a Question,in this
House asking the Government to consider the qualification
for these peasants because 1 knew fully well that the amount
granted per acre was too small. Luckily or unluckily for
me, 1 was not on the Board, but I was quickly appointea
to the Board and had the privilege to sit and listen to the
arguments and remarks of certain members when it came
to the qualification ior increases; it was not increased,
however. I can remember one member saying that if the
Government wanted to win votes by that, they would send
it back to Government.

-...s... Now the Peasants Loan Bank is governed by an Act.
Suppose; for instance, that Mr. Marshall, as the Hon. senior
member for the City suggested, was appointed to the Board;
(Mr. MOTTLEY: The Premlier said that), does it mean,
because he is a peasantry specialist and knows peasantry
backwards, that he can go there and do something that i:
not in the Act? (A VOICE: He can make suggestions.)
The present members make suggestions too. (A VOICL.
Tell the Premier that.) The Hon. senior member for
St. George had the privilege of working on that Board
and I am sure if he had found any fault with the Govern-
ment members he would have said it, You are talking
about peasants, What would you call me? (Mr. MOTTLEY:
A shopkeeper!) A plantation owner or a peasant? (Mr.
MOQTTLEY: A garage proprietorf) So you want to take out
wo peasants who are now representing the people and
bring in two outsiders.

Mr. CRAWFORD: On nt of order, The Hon.
member does not seem to erstand that the argument
is not that you should have two peasants, but that you
should not have two peasants from the House, in keeping
with the policy enunciated by the Premier that they should
be peasants from outside,

. Mr, L,ESMITH: Mr. Speaker, I really thought a
point of order would be something to introduce something

‘new(MrCRAWFORD:That is wrong that is sheer ignorance.)  x

Sir, the 'Hon. senior membér for St. Philip is saying that
you must not have two members from the Government.
(Mr, CRAWFORD: Not mel) But you are dealing with peas -
ants, |

. Mr. MOTTLEY- .On a point of correction, I cannot

“let the Hon. member go on like that, It is the Premier

who made that statement, but we said you should not have
two meémbers on the Board from the same Party. We
argued that there should be one member from the Opposi-
tion and one from  the Government,but the Premier does
not agree. The Premier said that the two members should
be peasants from outside; so we arenot trying to remove
the. members of the Government Party. If according to his
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argument you are not going to divide the sedts between
the Government and the Opposition, and you are going to
take outsiders, you should show us your sincerity-and we
will withdraw our motion.

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: If the hon. member
got up to a point of correction, I am going to correct him.
My whole point is that no Governor, Legislative Council
or House of Assembly should appoint anybody with our
constitutional developments, 1 entirely agree that there
should be educationalists on the Education Board, and
parents on the Governing Bodies and so on, and I said
that peasants should be on the Board and should never be
appointed by this House, the Other Place or the Governor.
All those old Acts should be wiped off the Statute Book,
and 1 have approached the Attorney General about the
necessary legislation,

Mr. L.E.SMITH: Mr. Speaker, it is the feeling of
some Hon. members that there should be two peasants,
one from the Government and one from the Opposition.
Take for instance you were going to appoint two outsiders;
those two outsiders cannot change the Law, If they agreed
to join together and when there is a meeting to consider
loans to peasants they decide not to attend and cause the
meetin%:o be abortive time and time again, these members
do not have to give an account of their stewardship to the

electors. There are outsiders who can do as they like, and
peasants might not get money for a year, You can imagine
what inconvenience peasants would be put to if they did
not care to attend two or three meetings. I am not agree-
ing that these members to the Board should not be mem-
bers of the House. I can remember well with appointments
to the Transport Board that I said members of the House
should be on it. (Cheers from the Opposition.).

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I am sorry that the Hon.
member who has just sat down waxed so warm at the end
of his speech, because | was listening with great interest
to the distance which he was travelling away from the ar-

gument. It is interesting to note thatin order to establish
his own claims and the claim of the Hon. Senior member
for St. James to remain on the Board, that he had to use
an argument cut atross that of the senior member for
St. Joseph.

Mr, SPEAKER: Onwhatis the Hon. member speaking?

Mr. TUDOR: 1 am speaking on the motion moved by
the Hon. senior member for St. George, which is the only
motion before us, If the Premier says that he very much
regrets that we have not abolished the legislation which
makes it possible for members of the House to be on
Boards, and wished to see it is abolished as quickly as
possible, we on this side agree with him so wholeheart-
edly that we are prepared even without much thought to
take his word,

Our argument therefore, which has been summed
up in the motion made by the Hon. senior member for St.
George is this: if the time has come when members of
the House of Assembly, even if they are peasants, should
no longer sit on these Boards,then today is as good a time
as any to make a fresh, clean break and a fresh start.
We are willing to support the names for the Board of
any two members who are peasants but as two names
have already been specifically mentioned, we give them
our support. If the hon. members of the opposite side vote-
against these two names that have been put up they would
be showing two things: (a) that they do not understand the
force of argument; and (b) they do not know their own
Party Leader. It is very good for him to say that he is
in favour of peasants being appointed to this Board and
that legislation would be soon introduced to abolish the
Act, yet we have not heard anything of it mentioned to-
day in the Speech from the Throne,

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Speaker, is this the same
motion for appointments to the Peasants Loan Bank? If
it is can you tell me what happened during my absence?

Mr. SPEAKER: There were two amendments to
the motion. One was made by the-hon. senior member for
the City and there is another by the hon. senior member
for St. George. ‘

Mr. VAUGHAN: But the Hon. senior member for
St. Lucy has already spoken.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 know.

Mr. TUDOR: Has the Hon. member the right to ques- |’

tion Your Honour on that?

e

Mr. SPEAKER: He has every right.

Mr. TUDOR: Sir, 1 was saying that to resist and
oppose the amendment made by the hon. senior member
for St. George would be to assert that the Hon. Premier’s
words and indeed his explanations have no sequence and
are of no value to members of his own Party, and secondly,
that the sincerity with which the Opposition approaches this
important matter is not appreciated. All who share the
opinion of the Hon. Premier that peasants should sit on
these Boards as members have their opportunity here now
to take him at his word; and even if any of us still retain
any doubt as to whether the Hon. Premier meant what he
said, that particular doubt should be put in the background
so that we would have the opportunity now to do what he
says we should do. I think 1 can take some responsibility
for initiating this debate, and after listening to the argu-
ments I do agree with the motion made by the hon, senior
member for St. George and I hope that all hon. members
would support it.

Mr. BRANCKER: In supporting the amendment by
the hon. and gallant senior member for St. George.l think
this is the point which should be borne in mind.l have just
recalled to mind that under sub-section 7 of Section 3 of
the Peasant Loan Bank Act of 1936, the law requires that
should any member of the Bank absent himself without
sufficient excuse from two successive meetings of the
Bank, the Chairman shall notify the Governor or such
body appointing such member and the Governor or such
body may thereupon appoint some fit person to fill the
vacancy thereby created.

The point was made that if you have these two
peasants on the Board, they may absent themselves from
meetings and therefore hold up matters with which this
Board has to deal. I know that politicians also hold up meet-
ings of this Board by absenting themselves. If it happens
that these two peasants whom we wish to appoint as mem-
bers are so inclined and are so careless and 8o indifferent
in respect to their attendance at meetings of this Board,
the law being so worded, you can invoke Sub-section 7
of Section 3 and the Governor or such body may there-
upon appoint some fit person to fill the vacancy thereby
created, (Hon. SIR GRANTLEY ADAMS: What section is
that?) When one reads the law to the Hon. Premier,the
law seems to be Greek to him. Even if these two peasants
were consistently absent although I am sure that these two
peasants whose names have been mentioned are of the
calibre that they will be the first to arrive at meetings,
the law is there that you can appoint others in their places,

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir, the Hon, Premier in charac-
teristic fashion is now trying to evade acceptance of the
principle enunciated by himself that membership on these
Boards should be filled by peasants on.the contention not
of the principle involved but on the contention of the appoint-~
ment, Now , I want Hon. members to bear in mind care~
fully that he has not disproved his own principle. He said;
‘1 say, appoint peasants but I am saying that the appoint~
_ment must be outside of the scope of the Legislature and
:lie within the rights of the appropriate Minister!’ Now,
‘let us assume that is right, Let us also accept the principle

_that in order to introduce this state of affairs you will have
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to make the necessary amendment to the Actfor the purpose

of appolnting membership to this Board outside of the
hands of the House and to put it in the hands of the appro-
priate Minister. Our contention is that we want peasants
to be members of the Board and therefore, we are so to
speak jumping the gun; that is to say, before we give the
Minister the legal power to appoint the Board wa are
appointing peasants as memibers of that Board.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the Hon. member is gdng
too far., It is either a questionof adding something or an
omission of some sort.

Mr. CRAWFORD: | am speaking in support of the
contention that two peasants should be appointed as members
oi that Board and then I am replying to the red herring which

the Hon. Premier has thrownaboutwhohasto put them there.

I have to answer that.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not included in the amend-
iment. That is something outside of the amendment.

Mr. CRAWFORD: But if the point enunciated by the
iHon. Premier is that ----

MR. SPEAKER: I am ruling that the Hon. member
speak to the amendment.

M
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Mr. CRAWFORD: My remarks are that we must
have these two peasants on that Board and whether or not
they should be appointed by the Minister concerned, let

»™ US put two peasants there.

)
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Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think we should first review the
sequence of events as regards the motion and the amend-
mems to it. It was moved by the Hon. Premier that the
members of the last Session whoweretheHon. junior mem-
ber for St. Joseph and the Hon.Senior member for St. James
should be appointed members of this Board. There was an
amendment to that motion which was subsequently with-
drawn by the Hon. Senior member for the City. The pres-
ent amendment made by the hon. senior member for St.
George is that Mr. Sam Marshall of St. Michael and Mr..
E.E.Arthur of St. George be appointed members of this
Board. 1 will put this amendment first.

The question that Mr. Sam Marshall and Mr. E. E. Ar-
thur be appointed as members of this Board was put and re-
solved in the negative, the House dividing as follows:—

AYES: Messrs. HUSBANDS, DOWDING, MOTTLEY,
€3ODD8 ARD, CRAWFORD, TALMA, TUDOR and BRANCKER

-NOES: Mr. L.E.SMITH, Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS,
Hon. M.E.COX, -Hon. D, D. GARNER, Hon. R.G.MAPP,
Hon. F.E.MILLER, Messrs. HOLDER, THORNE, SEARLES,
T.W. MILLER, VAUGHAN and BRYAN - 12.

On the Hon. F. E. Miller huving been called upon

to vote.
Mr, TUDOR: He cannot vote.

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 am informed that the Hon. Minister
was in his seat when the question was put.

Mr, MOTTLEY: The Hon. Minister was on his feet,
but he was not in his seat when the question was put.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am informed that the Hon. Minister
was 1n his seat.

MEMBERS: No, No, he was standing.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been decided in
the negative, eight hon. members voting ‘‘Aye’’ and twelve
hon . members voting ‘‘No.’’ 1 declare the ‘*Noes’’ have it,
The question now is that the hon. junior member for St.
Joseph and the hon. senior member for St. James be re-
appointed as members of this Board. ‘

On the motion being put, the yucstion was resolved

in the affirmative, the House dividing as follows:—

AYES: Mr. L.E.SMITH, Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS,

Hon. M.E.COX, Hon. D, D. GARNER, Hon. R.G.MAPP,
Hon. F.E.MILLER, Messrs. HOLDER, THORNE, SEARLES,
TWMILLER, VAUGHAN and BRYAN - 12

NOES: Messrs. HUSBANDS, DOWDING, MOTTLEY,

GgDDARD. CRAWFORD, TALMA, TUDOR and BRANCKER

SUGAR PRODUCTION AND EXPORTS
CONTROL BOARD

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS:; Mr. Speaker, I under-
stand that the mention of Fancy Molasses Control and
Marketing Board on this Agenda is out of Order, because
the Act has been changed, and theretore, it is unnecessary
for us to appoint this Board. Therefore, the next Item on
the Agenda is the appointment of the members of the Sugar
Production and Exports Control Board,

I beg to move that the members nominated by the
House as members of this Board during the last Session
be re-appointed as members. of the Board for this Session.

Han. M, E.COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to.

SELECT COMMITTEE RE-APPOINTED

Hon Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Kt: Mr. Speaker, if
1 am in order, I beg to move that the Select Committee
appointed to consider and revise the Rules of the House
be re-appointed. 1 am moving that that Select Committee
be re-appointed with the exception of the hon. Junior mem -
!:vex;1 for St. Andrew, who, I understand, did not find it possible
to sit,

. Hon. M,E.COX: I beg to second that.

soree  The question was put and agreed to.

DOCUMENTS

Mr, SPEAKEK: 1 have the honour to inform the
House that I have received the following Documents:-

(a) The Financial Report of the Accountant General
for the month ended the 31st October, 1957.

(b) The Report of the Directors and Statement of
Accounts for the year ended 30th June, 1957, from the
Barbados Light and Power Co., Ltd.

PAPERS LAID

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS, Kt.: [ am commanded
to lay Message No. 1/1958 irom His Excellency the Gov-
ernor which reads as follows:-

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

To
THE HONOURABLE THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to
forward to the Honourable the House of Assembly the West
Indies (Federation) (Commencement) Order in Council,
1957, which was made by Her Majesty in Council on the
13th December, 1957, in pursuance of subsection (2) of
section 1 of the West Indies (Federation) Order in Council,
1957.

R.D.H.ARUNDELL,
GOVERNOR.

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS, Kt.: 1 am also com-
manded to lay the following:-

The Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment)

No. 19 Order, 1957.

Barbados Statistical Service-

Selected Monthly Indicators -

December, 1957.

. Hon. R.G.MAPP:; Mr. Speaker, 1 am commanded to
lay the following:

Statement of Post Office Advances for the payment

of Money Orders, to the 30th November, 1957.

Statement regarding the purchase of Printing Ma-
chines for the Government Printing Office.

The statement is short and it reads thus:

STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS, WORKS AND HOUSING REGARDING THE
PURCHASE OF PRINTING MACHINES FOR
THE GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE.

Under Head VII, Printing Office, Item 19, Oversize
Forms, the sum of $17,000 was provided to meet the cost
of the printing of Oversize Forms by private printing firms
on behalf of the Government Printing Office. The Acting
Government Printer reported that the major part of
this work could now be undertaken. economically by the
Government Printing Office if two additional machines
costing $10,300 could be provided and that this would
result in reducing the amount for this Item in the 1958-59
Estimates to $6,000. The machines were available, and in
view of the saving, the Acting Government Printer was
authorised to use a part of the unexpended balance of
$14,998 under Item 19 to purchase the machines which
could print the majority of the oversize forms needed
for Government purposes.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon . Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg
to give notice of the following:

Resolution to approve the Order entitled ‘“The Civil
4 Establishment (General) (Amendment) No. 18 Order
1937,

Resolution to approve the Order entitled ‘‘The Civil

E;Stablishment (General) (Amendment) No.19 Order,

1 7Dl.

Bill to amend the Executive Committee Act, 1891.
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W
of my intention to move the House into Committee of Sup-
ply at its next meeting to consider the money Resolutions

I would like the last mentdoned Bill to be first on

the Order Paper,

I beg to give notice of the following:

Resolution to place the sum of $3,260 at the disposal
of the Governor-in Executive Committee to supple-
ment the Estimates 1957-58 Part I - Current, as
shown in the Supplementary Estimates 1957-58,

No. 59, which form the Schedule to the Resolution.

following:

ing:

Hon. D. D. GARNER: 1 beg to give notice of the
Resolution to place the sum of $3,889 at the dis-
posal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to
supplement the Estimates 1957-58 Part I - Current,
as shown in the SupplementaryEstimates 1957-58
No. 60 which form the Schedule to the Resolution.
.also Bill to amend the Fishing Industry Act,1952.
Hon. R.G.MAPP: I beg to give notice of the follow-

Resolution to place the sum of $7,500 at the dis-
posal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to
supplement the Estimates 1957-58 Part II Capital
as shown in the Supplementary Estimate 1957-58
No.61 which forms the Schedule to the Resolution.
Hon. M.E,COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice

of which notice has just been given.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME.

Q

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I beg

to move that the Bill to amend the Executive Commitee
Act 1891, be read a first time.

Hon. M,E.COX: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in' the affir-
mative without division.

On the motion of Hon. D. D. Garner seconded by
Hon. M. E. Cox, the Bill to amend the Fishing Industry
© Aect, 1952 was read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Order Paper having been fixed.

Hon. M.,E, COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg. to move that
this House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 28th January at
3 o’clock p.m.

Hon. D.D,GARNER: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division, and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House

accordingly.
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SESSION 1958-59

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
. Tuesday, January 28, 1958

Pursuant to the adjournment the House of Assembly
met at 3 o’clock p.m., today.

PRESENT

His Honour Dr. H.G.H.CUMMINS, C.B.E., M.D.,
C.M., (Speaker); Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS Kt., C.M G.,
Q.C., B.A., (Premier); Mr. J.E.T, BRANCKER, (Leader
of the Opposition); Hon. M.E.COX; (Minister of Trade,
Industry and Labour); Mr. L.E.SMITH, J.P., (Chairman
of Committees); Hon. R.G. MAPP, (Minister of Communi-
cations, Works and Housing); Mr. K.N.R. HUSBANDS;
Mr F.C,GODDARD:; His Honour Mr. V.B. VAUGHAN
(Deputy Speaker) Mrs. E. E. BOURNE, Mr. J.C.TUDOR,
M.A., Mr. C.B.SEARLES; Mr. L.St.A. THORNE, Hon.
D.D.GARNER ,(Minister of Agnculture Lands and Fisheries)
Mr. H.A.DOWDING, M.B.E.; and Mr, T.W.MILLER

Prayers were read.

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the
House that the Minutes of the meeting of 21st January,
have been circulated and unless there is any objection
the Minutes will be taken as read and confirmed '
There being no objection, the Minutes were taken as
read and confirmed.

RESOLUTIONS OF SYMPATHY
~ Re
Passing of Mr. C. -A. Dowding

n . Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I think
it is appropriate that we should pass a Resolution in con-
nection with the death of the late Mr. C,A. Dowding and I
now beg to move that this House place on record its sym-
pathy with the hon.sehior member for St. George and his
relatives on the loss sustained at the passing of his father

/\and that & copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the

é H

s

widow of the late Mr. C.A.Dowding and other members of
his family.”

L 1 may just add this; Mr. C,A.Dowding was not
an active parlianientarian: but I think this comes with
special good grace from n:embers of the Socialist Govern-
ment who have come into power because they are fighting
against the Mediaevalis:n of what we call the old plant-
ocracy, . I think it is good to place on record that there
was an - exception to the harshness of some of the old
planters of this country: 1 refer to the late Mr. C.A.
Dowding. 1 think anybody who had anything to do with him
it ousiness or plantation work always guoted him a§ one

of those exceptions which makes you feel no matter how
hard you may feel against plantation owners- that at
least there was a planter who looked upon his fellowman
as a human being.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, I beg to second the
motion of the Hon. and Learned Premier. It is unfortunate
that 1 did not have personal acquaintance with the deceased
gentleman but I was at school with certain of his sons,-
Mr. T.0.DOWDING who is in business and the Medical
Practitioner. While at Harrison College as a contempor-
ary of theirs, 1 cannot say otherwise than that 1 found
those sons of the late Mr. C.A.Dowding to be obviously
of the good stock which we learned from the Hon. and
Learned Premier that their father certainly was. He was
one of those good men who, 1 understand, has served his
parish in the unostentatious capacity of Vestryman: his .
Vestry service, I am told, has always been conscientious
and painstaking and in the interest not of his individual
concern but o. the parish of St. George which he repre-
sented.

But I know most of him as a gentleman who insti-
tuted the first sugar factory . in Barbados which took an
active interest in-assisting peasants in the purchasing of
their canes and paying them a more remunerative price
than any other sugar factory. Fron. the standpoint of the
small man whom we on this side, as you will agree with
me, exclusively represent, we bear testimony to the good
work of the late Mr. C.A.Dowding for his giving peasants
the opportunity of getting something more for their canes
than any other factory in Barbados was prepared to pay.
From my constituency of St. Lucy I have known people
to send canes to his factory because despite the addi-
tional transport, iMr. Dowding was prepared to give
them a square deal and share the profits of Lower Estate
Sugar Factory with them: and 1 think that for that service
his name and his mstituting of that factory would always
go down to posterity.

1 am proud - 1 cannot say I have pleasure - to as-
sociate myself and my colleagues on this side with this
Resolution, and in so doing offer our sincere sympathy
not only to our fellow member of this House of Assembly
but to his relatives, those whom we know and those whom
we do not know, on the occasion of the loss of a husband
and father.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, 1 would like to be
associated with the Resolution i.oved by the Hon. Premier
and seconded by the Hon. Leader of the Qpposition. The
late Mr. C.A. Dowding started life from the very bottom
and he reminds me in many respects of my own father
because there was no lower rung on which he could have
begun. He rose to a height not only in the country as a
plante. but more recently as a businessman and he has
earned for his family and firm a reputation for a square
deal. As the last hon. member who spoke said, anyone who
dealt with his firn: or in the case of peasants dealing with
his sugar factory, without any question they all realised
that they were getting a square deal at the hands of his

compa‘zy

3.25 p.m

L
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I know his sons; I went to school with them at Har- before

rison College and one of them, Mr. Dowding, was a Bar-

~ bados Scholar , He is the eldest boy - I think there are
three boys alive today and one sister. The late Mr. Dow-
ding was a good exanple as a planter and as a business-
man who has contributed his worthwhile quota to the life
of this community. For that reason I extend oiy sympathy
to the bereaved relatives.

The question that this Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division, hon
members standing in their places for a minute at the re-
quest of His The Speaker.

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my inother,
my brothers , my sister and myself, I would like to record
my deep appreciation of the remarks of sympathy extended
to me by the Hon. Premier, the Hon. Leader o: the Op-
position, the hoi. junior member for Christ Chucch and

Honour

also of Your Honou.'s association with that sincere ex-

pression of sympathy.

PAPERS LAID

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS, Kt; Mr. Speaker,
I am commanded to lay the Barbados Statistical service-
Quarterly Digest of Statistics - No.4, Decem.ber, 1957.

PETITION

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to present a
petition from the Barbados Fire Insurance Company pray-
ing the House to pass a Bill to amend the Barbados Fire
Insurance Company Act, 1881, in various particulars.

r The Petition is respect-ully worded and I ask that
it be taken as read. -

The Petition was taken as read.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg
to give notice of a Resolution to place the sum o: $3,500
at the disposal of the Governor-in Executive Committee
to supplement the Estimates 1957-58, Part 1, Cu.rent,
as shown in the Supplementary Estimate 1957-58, No.62,
which forms the Schedule to the Resolution.

I should like to state that this is a sum of money
to provide for the visit of the Governor General of the
West Indies. In as much as this matter is rather pressing,
1 propose to ask leave to deal with this Resolution in all
its stages today.

Hon. D,D.GARNER: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give
notice of a Resolution ‘to place the sum o: $36,083 at the
disposal of the Governor in-Executive Committee to sup-
ple nent the Estimates 1957-38, Part 1, Current, as shown
in the Supplementary Estimate 1957-58, No.63, which fort:s
the Schedule to the Resolution.

Hon. M,E.COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice
of a Bill to amend the Liquor Licences Act, 1957, and to
validate all such appointaients as members of licensing
authorities under that Act as were made before the com-
mencement of this Act.

Hon. M.E.COX: I beg to give notice of my intention
to move the House into Committee of Supply at its next
meeting in order to deal with the money Resolution for
$36,083 of which notice has just been given As hon. mem-
bers will appreciate, the Hon. Premier has already hinted

( to this House in respect of this Resolution or $3,500 that
it is his desire to deal with it in all its stages today, be-
cause it is for the purpose of meeting the expenses in re-
lation to the visit of the Governor-General of the West
Indies who will be here somewhere around the 10th of
next month, We will therefore be asking for leave to move
for the suspension of Rules 88&%89 in order to deal with
this Resolution, and we hope that the House will co~operate
with us in getting it through.

BILLS kREAD A FIRST TIME

On the motion of Hon. M.E. Cox, seconded by on.

D. D. Garner, the Bill to amend the Liquor Licences Act,
1957, and to wvalidate all such oppointments as members
of Licensing Authorities under that A4ct as were made

the commencement of this Act was read a first

time,

Mr. GODDARD:; Mr. Speakei, 1 am asking leave
to give notice of a Bill to amend the Barbados Fire In-
surance Act, 1881, which notice I should have given earlier.

There being no objection, leave was granted th-’

hon. member.
Mr. GODDARD: 1 beg to give notice of a Bill to
amend the Barbados Fire Insurance Act. 1831.
On the motion of YIr. %oddard, seconded by Mr. TUDOR,
the Rill to amend the Barbados Fire Insurance Act, 1881,
was read a first time,

SUSPENSION OF RULES 88 & 89

Hon. M,E.COX: Mr Speaker, I am asking leave to
move or the suspension of Rules 88&89.

3.35 p.m. :

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is asking leave
to suspend Rules 88 and 89, and unless there is any ob-
jection, leave will be granted.

Mr WALCOTT: Mr.. Speaker, I am objecting on a
matter of principle to leave being granted for the sus-
pension of Rules 88 and 89.

This Resolution deals with money for the visit
of the Governor General, and the Government was well
aware that the Governor General was visiting Barbados
long in advance of today's sitting. I am not going to sit
silent in this House of Assembly and allow Minsters to
come down here in this slip-shod manner and not do their
business in a proper way. This should have been before
the House in its proper fori last week, because there is
no possible excuse that the Government did not know
that the Governor General was couing to Barbados, and
for that reason I am objecting to leave being granted.

The question that leave be granted for Rules 88 and
89 to be suspended was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive, the Nouse dividing as follows:-

AYES: Mr. L.E,SMITH; Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS;
Hon. M.E.COX; Hon. D,D.GARNER; Hon. R.G.MAPP; Mr.
THORNE; Mr. SEARLES; Mr. VAUGHAN; Mr. BRYAN;
Mr. HUSBANDS; and Mr GODDARD - 11.

{ NOES: Mr. WALCOTT; Mr. TUDOR and Mr.
BRANCKER - 3.

' Hon M.,E.COX: M:. Speaker, I beg to move that
Rules 68 and 89 be -.ow suspended

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, 1 am going to object
to that motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is not yet before the
House, and the hon. member is out of order.

Hoii. D,D.GARNER: I beg to second that.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, 1 am objecting to
this procedure, and if you are going to allow that, I want
to draw it to the attention of the public that when the first
motion was put to the House and a division was called for,
enough time had elapsed for the Hon. Minister to have put
the next motion, but he was allowed to wait until the hon.
senior member for St. Andrew entered the House and
took her seat in order to get enough votes to carry the
motion. That procedure in doing business is below the
dignity of this Chamber, and if Your Honour sits in this
Chamber and allows these tactics to be used, you will
see what Parliamentary procedure is going to come to.
The lady member was called in and the Minister delayed
in order to get twelve votes. It does not matter to me
whether this passes, butI am dealing with the matter of
procedure. If this is allowed, there are other tactics that
can be used; ii not, we will sit every day and amend Rules
to put it in order for everybody.

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, the
time has come when people who really know should an-
swer that type oi thing. I sat here .:ext to the hon. member
on my left, and he never said a word or showed any in
clination of delaying anything to use tactics; and even if
he did, what is wrong with that?

Mr. WALCOTT: You would agree with that|

Hon Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Over and over again
in the House of Commons, members kept talking until
other 'embers got out o their beds and caine to vote.
Over and over again the Qpposition here has done it and
I do not blame them; they are quite right; there is nothing

~
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wrong with it, A mernber o: the Opposition would go and
telephone the hon. member for Christ Church and the hon.
senior member for the City at whatever hour it might be
necessary to get them to come and vote. It is a:: absolutely
legitimate tactic; because somebody chooses to be noisy,

isterous, militant and abusive, why should we sit here

" .nd be calm? The hon. member on my left has done nothing

wrong; as far as I can see, it was a pure accident. 1 did
not see any time elapse, and I repeat that if he deliberately

liarmentary practice merely to resort to numbers, then
it is a ga-:e which two can play. As regards what the Hon
Premier said, we can deal with him on another occasion.
Hon. M,E,COX: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member who
has just sat said that any delay in putting or making a
motion is wrong: but I am sure that the hon. member will
remnember that memorable sitting which we had here some
time ago when he and the then hon. senior member for St.
George, Mr. Barrow, kept us all night until next morning.

did that, it is a perfectly lawful tactic. I have sat here too What did they do? They sat, they slept, they read tha

oiten and kept quiet when the hon. senior member for St.
Peter became nasty.

Mr. WALCOTT: I am not afraid of you; you cannot
tell me about being nasty; I can never be as nasty as you.

Mr. Speaker, I am objecting to his talking about
being nasty. You cannot allow him to usethose remarks
about being nasty. I could never be as nasty as he, in
inviting a person to his home with the motive of getting
somebody behind a screen to take down what was said.
He has to go to his contemporaries with that and to people
who indulge in that. I am not going to allow him to use
those remarks. If you allow that, I will go on the whole
day.

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you objecting to the remarks?

Mr. WALCOTT: I am saying that if you permit him
to do that, I will have an opportunity too. I am not object

Bible aund other books and did all sort of things. As soon
as one went out of the Chamber, the other one got up and
spoke. They sent for coffee and they had a good time. 1
have in my possession a slip of paper which was written
by the hon. senior member for St. Lucy to one of his col-"
leagues asking, ‘“What about -a walk out now?"’ When he - x
thought the Government would not have a quorum to pass
what it was doing then.

Mr. SPEAKER: What has that to do with this?

Hon. M.E.COX: I am merely pointing out the tactics
used by the hon. member and other members on that oc-
casion.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is wrong to do that now.

Hon. M.E,COX: I want to assure hon. members,
whether it is wrong or right, at any time I have anything
to put to this House I am going to make sure that I have

ing, but I leave it to the Chair to say whether it is unparlia- a suificient number of hon. members on this side to pass

mentary, because the same freedom should be given to
everyone else.

Mr. SPEAKER: I, myself, feel that those remarks
should not be used.
(Cheers from the Opposition).

that motion, irrespective of whether hon.members on that
side accuse me of delaying tactics or not. It is the Govern-
ment's duty to get its business passed which business is
the people’s business

The question that Rules 88 & 89 be now suspended

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: If there is anything was put and resolved in the affirmative, the House divid-

unparliamentacy, 1 will withdraw unreservedly; but merely
to use the words‘‘nasty remarks'’ with the greatest re-
spect, is nothing unparliamentary. I say the tilne has come
‘when, instead of keeping quiet,at the militant offensiveness
of the adamant member for St. Peter,, the House should
preserve its dignity and not remain silent. I repeat very
strongly and firmly that if the hon.senmior member for
St. Michael did it deliberately, he was acting in the or-
dinary parliamentary . practice. It is perfectly legitimate
for Government or Opposition to muster its numbers in
order that they may vote in accordance with their feelings,

and if he did it deliberately, all praise to him for so doing.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I do not propose to be
either abusive, boisterous or noisy, but I think it would

be a bad thing for this House if what has been said by the

hon member who has just sat down were to go unanswered.,

Mr SPEAKER: On whatis the hon. merrber speaking?

Mr TUDOR: I am speaking on the motion that Rules
88 and 89 be suspended.

Mr. SPEAKER: You are also referring to the re-
marks which have been withdrawn.

Mr TUDOR: No, Sir; I am referring to the remarks
which have been made in answering the point that the hon.
senior member for St. Michael did nothing wrong, and
that if he did, it was good parliamentary practice. That
is what | am speaking about.

3.45pm.

Now, Mr. Speaker, any quarrel in this House will

ing as follows:-

AYES: Mr. Smith, Hon. Sir Grantley Adams, Hon.
M. E. Cox, llon. D.D. Garner, Hon. R.GG. Mapp, Mrs.Bourne,
Mr. Vaughan, Mr. Thorne, Mr. Searles, Mr. T.W. Miller,
Mr. Bryan; Mr. Husbands, Yr. Dowding, and Mr. Goddard. - 14

NOES: :’g[r. Walcott, Mr. Tudor and Mr. RBrancker

STATEMENT RE C.D & W. SCHEME FOR

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO SMALL HOLDINGS.

Hon. D, D. GARNER: Mr. Speaker, 1 am asking
leave to lay a Statement on New Colonial Development .
and Wellare Scheme, 3110 for Financial Assistance to
small-holders for irrigation purposes.

It is as follows:-

Provision was made under C,D, & W, scheme D. 217
in 1946 for assistance to peasants with their irrigation
installations provided they fulfilled certain specified con-
ditions. The scheme expired on 3lst March, 1956, with
128 small-holders having benefited from ijt involving a
free grant of $54.000.

In order that facilities should continue to be avaii~
able to small-holders, the Secretary of State was asked
to allow the stocks o: equipment on hand (valued at $51,390)
to be used and to provide a capital sum to continue the
scheme. The Secretary of State agreed to this and gnew
Scheme D,310 was made with a grant of $48,360 With
effect from 1st April, 1956.

Small-holders i.e. persons owning not more than

always go much farther than it should, so long as the hon. 25 acres, or less than 1/2 acre are therefore again ida

senlor 1.ember for St Joseph intervenes. If it is true
that he knew nothing about it, the best thing for him to do
was to keep silent. (A VOICE: What has that to do with it?)
It has a lot to do with it.

The facts are as follows:-

e The hon.senior member for St. Andrew was out of
a¢ € room; the hon junior' member for St. John made an

attempt to leave and was .estrained by the Hon. Minister
of Communications and Works on the ground that twelve
were not present. Meanwhile, nothing was taking place
on the floor o. the House and it was not a proper thing
after the motion was moved.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is for the Chair to decide

Mr. TUDOR:Mr. Speaker, in Parliament there should
be no hiatus; either somebody is speaking or a question
is being put; in which case when Your Honour is standing:
nothing can happen: but this is a case in which members
were being waited for deliberately; and 1. it is good par-

position to obtain financial assistance (free grants up to
a maximum of $720) for provision and improvement of
irrigation faciliies under the same conditions as the
original scheme.

BILL TO AMEND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ACT.

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day stands -
under the name of the Hon. Premfer:> Second reading of a
Bill to amend the Executive Committee Act, 1891.
Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr Speaker, this
Bill is simple. We all know that we are following English
conventions and we appoint Ministers with particular
- portfolios in accordance with the practice that the Leader
of the Majority Party who is sent for by the Governor
to :orm a Government is entitled to nominate within reason
what Ministers he thinks should be appointed. However,
the Executive' Committee Act says that the Executive Com-
mittee should be comprised of one menber of the Other
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Place and four members of this House. So long as this
Act exists, we cannot, strictly speaking, (legally you

.cannot get around that) appoint five or six members or

any greater nu-ber than four from the House of Assembly.

‘Although by convention the Governor calls whoever is

leader of the majority party and tells him to appoint Minis-

-—

ters just as the Queen appoints the Prime Minister but
she appoints the other Ministers only on the word of the
Prime Minister - similarly, over here the Governor
still appoints the Premier and members of the Cabinet
but appoints the Premier by convention,

3.55 p.m.
In the words of the former Governor Bushe, under

the ‘‘Bushe Experiment’”’, whoever, in his opinion, can
command a majority in the House is the Leader of the
Government. Although it is quite possible to appoint half
a dozen ministers who could attend Cabinet meetings, they
will not be, strictly speaking, members of the Executive
Committee, because the Act says that there are to be
four me bers from this House. We have already changed
the Executive Committee (Remuneration of Members) Act
to make itpossible to have more than four Cabinet Ministers.
It is thought advisable and itis . obvious that it is advis-
able not to limit in an Act the number of persons who may
be appointed as Ministers or who may be appointed to the
Executive Committee.

A Minister without portfolio is now a member of
the Cabinet by virtue of the fact that he is the nominee
in the -Other Place on the Executive Committee; therefore,
there is no necessity to think how he gets on the Executive
Committee. He is there by virtue of the fact that he is the
nominee in the Other Place. As soon as we appoint another
Minister - if this House passes his salary - he will be
paid, but he is not strictly a legal member of the Execu-~
tive Committee, because there are already our members
from this House. The object of this amendment is to de-
lete the word ‘‘four’’ and leave the number indefinite,

Quite recently a friend of mine whom I metin
Canada last year, sent me a copy of a speech which Lord
Attlee made recently, (I think, to the Oxford Conservative
Association) in which he spoke very much about the duties
of Prime Ministers and of the functions and difficulties
of Prime Ministers in forming Cabinets and so on. He,
like other Prime Ministers, has found that sometimes you
have to crush somebody’s corns: and he pointed out what
he thought was an appropriate number of members of
the Cabinet - and they were fewer than what obtains in
Great Britain. He thought of sixteen members and I think
Sir Winston Churchill used to think of twenty-two,

The whole point is this; there is nothing exceptional
or illegal for a Government from time to time to say:

+ *‘I think we need another Cabinet Minister, or we have one

too many’’, and therefore, I am merely appealing to the
House to make the position as flexible as it exists in Great
Britain whose parliamentary procedure we are following.
Let it be left to the Government of the day to say how many
Ministers it wants. I hope that I will not hear the nonsense
which I heard from two hon. members who are lawyers
when we were discussing the other Bill, about the rights of
the Legislature in this matter of the appointment of a
Minister. No Legislature, except perhaps in some Vene-
zuelan or some aher Parliament, has the right to say how
many Ministers a Government should have. Great Britain
has set an example to other parts of the world; if you have
a Parliamentary Government and you leave it to the good
sense ¢. the electorate to say whether the Leader of the
Government is wasting the taxpayers’ money or not, and
to get rid of that Government. 1 know that the Opposition
is expecting that all of the backbenchers will be Ministers,
but that will only happen if by some catastrophe taking
place, they come into power; nobody is so silly as to think
that if you can keep the number of Ministers at five or six,
it is not your ddty to do so.

It is purely a question, as I have said ma.y times
in this House, of the time having come when the i itial ex-
periment, so to speak, of putting a number of things under
the portfolio of the Premier has been proved to be some-
what outmoded because the Premier should not have a
good deal of routine work to do and very little time for
co-ordination. The position should be in the reverse; the
Premier should have very little routine work to do and time
off for more co-ordination.

Mr. Speaker, I think I have spoken long enough: I
have not made any defence of this Bill; I have merely en-
deavoured to explain that as soon as you have reached
the stage of having more than five Cabinet Ministers,
you have got to change the Executive Committee Act so
that there will not be any clash in the work o. the Cabinet

Ny

Ministers. I beg to move that this Bill be now read a G

second time.

Hon. M.E.COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. WALCOTT; Whenever we are dealing with some
constitutional change in this island, we can hear a great
deal about Great Britain, the British Government and Lord

Attlee; but we know that what the British people are noted
for is a high sese of political propriety and integrity,
not what we get in these local parliaments where the politi-
cal parties do things for expediency. Now that you have
this Executive Committee Act which is about to be changed,
we hear that because there are more than five Ministers,
therefore, the number must not be less than four. When
you hear somebody today making a comparison between
Great Britain and Barbados as to the number of Ministers,
you would believe that there is some comparisoni Would
you believe that there are more Ministers in the British
Parliament than there are members ot this House of
Assembly? That argument cannot be followed where you
have a parliament of twenty four members. In 1876 you
heard that the Barbados Government could be run by four
members from this House of Assembly and one from the
Other Place, and then the other ofiicial members made
the number of the Executive Committee nine.

4.05 p.m.

Now , for the next twenty-five years or in the un-
forseeable future, this Government does not know how
many Ministers it will require, so that is why you find
they want to put in the words *‘not less than four,’ because
you are likely to need ten. They cannot make up their
minds as to the number of Ministers they require. Every
time we have a monumental blunder by one who claims to
be Premier, this is the talk you get. He has more things
added to his portfolio, and he now requires a gixth Minister.

All these years he has been reading about con-
stitution and about Lord Attlee. What is happening with
the. Constitution and the half-baked lawyers and the people
in the Opposition to whom we will have to teach the al-
phabet, who do not know that he is the Prime Minister
with portfolio for Education, Finance, General Purposes,
Police, and others? You did not realise until your educa-
tional system and your Finance system had broken down
that you had to come ‘‘poohbahing” this issue.You have
all these constitutional changes, but you are not putting
any money in the workers' pockets. You are having all
these Ministers, but what is the National Income? Has"
it risen? What has been done to show that the development
of the country is something worthwhile? Let me show you
the impropriety of that Government. When dealing with a
similar matter for the Legislative Council, I warned this
Chamber then, and it has proved true, that the amendments
you were making for running this Government would suit
the late Dictator Jimenez. These amendments are suitable
for a place like Venezuela. The hon. member talked about.
Uruguay; he possesses the mentality of a dictator. For years
you have been preaching the British Constitution but what

. do you find here? Did Lord Attlee, when he became Prime

Minister of Great Britain in 1945, put in the House of Lords
any person who had been politically discredited by the com-
munity? We have just passed a measure here saying that
for the Other Place you are going to have a person doing
the Cabinet work, and that is why 1 say you have to be very
watchful. What has this Government done? This Govern-
ment has placed a member in that position of Cabinet
Minister, who was a candidate running for the House i
Assembly i: this same Session, and who was politically
discredited by the community. When you talk about polit-
ical propriety, can you call any example in the British Em-~
pire or in the world in which a candidate who had lost in
the Elections became a Cabinet Minister? In the Colonial
context, any time a man runs for the House of Assembly
or Parliament and loses an election, it is bad policy to
appoint that same candidate as a member of the Legis-
lative Council. because by that you are trying to defeat
the aims and will of the people. This is the biggest piece
of political impropriety that there is. When you talk about
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the British Commonwealth or the British Parliament setting
a standard, there can be no comparison in political pro
priety between the Premier and Lord Attlee; the com-
parison would be like a thorough bred racehorse and a fowl-
cock-

In this Session you ran a candidate for the House

"~ of Assembly; this Session started in 1956 and is sup-
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‘What I am dealing with is that in introducing this Bill, the

posed to end in 1961, and this same candidate who was to
be 8 member of this Assembly was rejected, yet you find
that he has been made a member of the Cabinet which is
ruling this country.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the hon. member is out of
order. 1 think you are more or less dealing with the quali-
fication of the person who was appointed.

Mr. WALCOTT: No, Sir; I am not dealing with that.

Premier said the Bill is simple and that we are following
the English convention 1 took down the words. There is
no Act of Parliament in England which states how many
members should be members of the Cabinet. There is an
Act in Barbados which says how many members should be
on the Executive Committee- so many from the House of
Assembly and so many from the Other Place - and the
hon. member made reference to the measure which we
passed here permitting a member from the Other Place
to be a member of the Cabinet. What I am saying is that
in dealing with conventions, where there is no law,there
is nothing you can bring to this Chamber to say that he
has broken the Law He has to amend the law for certain
things; but when you have conventions there is nothing
to amend, a8 he says.

Today, Macmillan can make any number of people
into Cabinet Ministers, because there is no law in Great
Britain which says how many Cabinet Ministers there
should be; but we are saying that in a country where the
political institutions are so powerful and great, and where
there is a high sense of political propriety,.it means that
you are kept in check by the people. Here the boss of the
Party is a law unto himself; he does not have to consult
members in the sense that they shouldsay whether or not
he should have a particular man, I draw that to show ~ and

1 am sure it has happened in your regime since you have
‘been a8 member of this Chamber for the last twenty years -
that they have slipped a man through this method into the
Other Place, and therefore Governwrent is trying to defeat
the aims and objects of the things we have preached in
this island. The Other Place has co-equal powers to the
House of Assembly, but:now it goes further - and this is
the point I am making in connection with the appointment
of the man to the Other Place, which in this context is
more powerful than it was in the old days when the Secre-
tary of State asked you not to do it, because when you do
that you are not appointing an ordinary member, but you
have ‘taken a person from outside who lost in the last
election within the same Session and made him a Cabinet
Minister, That is the type of frustration you get in this
community. All of us run in the Elections, but you have
taken a man who lost; therefore you are using these con-
ventions to do something for which you can show no record.
I would say that if you had taken one of the members
who were elected to the House of Assembly or even a
member from the Other Place and made him the Minister
without portfolio, 'there would be no affront to the elec-
torate; there would be no quarrel if you had taken one of
the members here and elevated him to the Other Place
and then had a bye -election to :ill his seat I can speak
with force because it is very unfortunate that the same
member had the unfortunate task of coming against me
in the Electons. I have nothing against the person whom

#~you have appointed, but I am dealing with it from the

point of view that these are the things which we, as elected
members have to fight against,
4.15p m.

We had to fight and say that these were things whict
we were going to get the Secretary of State to stop This
is putting whom you want in the Other Place Do you kriow,
Mr Speaker, in serious terms, with our beginning of this
institution of Cabinet Government that we should aim at
having a Cabinet of elected members? If you had a Cabinet
comprised of elected members, what quarrel could there
be? What do you find? A member who had been defeated

at the last General Elections can be a Cabinet Member
as long as that Government remains in power. Moreover,
there is no question of resignation because there are very
few people in this Island who being appointed a Cabinet
Minister are in a position to resign on their own. The
few are very limited. Only people like Your Honour can
say: ‘‘I do not like this; this is not or me.’’ This is a
mea s of their bread and butter. You are not going to
get Cabinet Ministers resigning like Mr. Thorne Croft, x
because resignation in the case of the present Ministers
means that they are not working any more. This means
that you have so many people depending on you :or their
salary that they must dowhatyousay If we were a republic,
I do not know what would happen but we are not a republic.
It may be just as President Perez Jimenez of Venezuela
and President Peron of Argentina had to find their way

. out That is the sort of thing you get in a Republic.

Sir, I challenge any hon. member to tell me where
in Great Britain during the last 25 years you found a man
fighting an Election and being defeated and within the same
Session being made a Cabinet Minister.

What do you mean by “‘not less than four?’’ Asl
see it, this means that there can be ten members being
made Ministers. As | was saying just now, there is no
Prime Minister in Great Britain who would ever think
of making a defeated candidate at an Election a Cabinet
Minister. The farthest step #Parliament has gone is when
the Other Place refuses to pass legislation, then you
would be in a position to pack the Other Place with people
who would help you. That is the right which you have and
when 1 say that, you do know that I am not one who is
fighting to preserve the Other Place: but if you have it,
you should treat it well.

This constitution was started off with four members
from this House to be members of the Executive Committee
and now you want to amend the Act to say ‘‘not less than
four.” It is a good thing that over there you have a party
without experience because its members ought to know
that the position of Cabinet Minister is usually one which
you reserve for backbenchers.

MR, SPEAKER: Are you addressing the Chair?

Mr. WALCOTT: Yes Sir. 1 was only looking at
them to see whether there was any who would agree with
me. Your Honour is an old parliamentarian and 1 am sure
that no one would have been offended if you had been ele-
vated to the Other Place, because you served in here;
therefore, you would go to the Other Place with the full
confidence of the people of Barbados. That is a far dif-
ferent thing from when you place high honour on somebody"
else who has not served You have a constitution in which
a defeated candidate can be given high honour. The con-
stituency in which he ran was the most important consti-
tuency of this Island during the elections because the
most attention was focussed on that. It seems to me as
if you wanted that man to be a Cabinet Minister irom all
that time, Those hon. members who now hold the office
of Minister must feel glad thathe got defeated at the polls
otherwise one of them might not be a Cabinet Minister.
For that reason [ think they must thank me.

Sir, what do you find? This Cabinet Minister without
portfolio is going to draw the same salary as an active
Minister in here. This is the system which we are building
up. You find the abuse of this word ‘‘convention’” and then
the Hon. Premier is talking about Lord Attlee and saying
that he can put as many people as he likes in the House of
Lords; he means to say by that and by this amendment
that the day we ever get a crazy man at the top,(more
crazy than the one we have at present) he can come in
here and make a House of Ministers. He can have twenty-
four Ministers All he would come in and say is that owing
to the exigencies of the time, we must have a whole House
of Ministers. There is no law which says what portfolio
a Minister should hold; it is only a matter of discretion
of the Prime Minister

We all know that there is going to be a Minister
of Education. We know that because the educational system
of the Island has broken down, although the present Minister
of Education says that there is nothing wrong with it,
At one time he said that he was going to devote four-fifths
of his time to education which means that the other fifth
of his time he was going to devote on the other non-im
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portant things such as finance. That is the situation. I
said in the House that the Hon. Premier knows nothing
of finance and he was hoping that this same gentleman
whom he has elevated to Cabinet Minister in the Other Place
would have been. elected to this House so that he would be
his Finance Minister, If that had happened at the last Elec-
tions, perhaps we might not have heard anything about
wanting somebodv to do the Government’s Business in
the Other Place. It does look as if you wanted to have a
nominated ~ember holding the portfolio of finance. Of
course, you had the stupidity in Great Britain on one oc-
casion. I think it was Lord Curzon; I am not quite sure.
Before the last war they used to have these crazy doings
until the Labour Party put them in their senses. The

‘position was this: when you had an old lord and you wanted

to dress him up, you put him in the House of Lords-and
dressed him up. Lord Halifax came into a lot of fire be-
cause it was not good for a nation to have an important
position like Foreign Secretary in the hands of one who
was in the House of Lords. Since that time they have never
carried on with that nonsense of having a Foreign Secretary
or an important Minister in the House of Lords. Even
with all that, it is not so in this case. The hon. gentleman
whom you have put into the Other Place was a defeated
candidate at the polls, although he might have promised
that if he got in he was going to be made Minister of
Finance.
4,25 p.m.
, That gentleman in the Other Place was promised
that he would be made Minister of Finance; because he
was the Auditor General, ipso facto he is the Finance
Minister] That is why we are in this mess; we are in
this mess, because you put a title to a person and it does
" not matter whether he is a suitable person or it. We
realise that there is an anomaly where you are continually
coming down here and talking about the Executive Com-
mittee and about the Cabinet. There was a time when an
hon. member who held your position, Mr. Speaker, was
also a member of the Executive Council; there was a
time when the Speaker of the House was a member of the
Executive Council. Conventions are not like the laws of
the Medes and Persians which do not change. In the United
Kingdom it was found that the Speaker of the House of
Commons should not be a member of the Executive Com-
mittee where the formation of the policy of the Government
had been taking place and therefore,the Speaker of the
House has nothing to do with parliamentary conventions.
There is nothing to prevent Your Honour from being a
‘member of the Cabinet under this Act, but do we ex-
pect that? We know that that would not happen with Your
Honour, but we never know the impecunious circumstances
of future Speakers and they will either do this or not be in
Jparliament; you either take this or get out.My colleague
nearly came under the guillotine in that way; you either
‘take this or go and if you are not willing to go, you must
.Suffer their wrath. It is not that I am against constitutional
iadvancement, because 1 feel that you should have constitu-
‘tional advancement.
Mr. Speaker, I am so much in favour of constitu-
Honal advancement that I feel that we should not have any -
Governor, The office of Governor today is only a question

of window-dressing. 1 am surprised that the .Governor

could accept a nomination like this, knowing that a person
who was a candidate at the last elections was defeated
and this person was appointed as Chairman of the Trans-
port Board and a member of the Cinematographic Board
and wherever you have a dollar going

MR, SPEAKER: Is that necessary in this debate?

Mr. WALCOTT: You have the situation where as
Soon as somebody loses out in parliament, you are look
ing for an alle§ job so as to give him a stipend. That is
not how we want the conventions to work; I say, let us
shut our eyes to this window-dressing if we are going to .
follow the British conventions. You are not going to live
long enough to see one Minister resign of conduct which
Parliament finds is not proper. The Premier said on one
occasion that it is or him to decide whether a Minister
should resign or not, which means that you have to do
what the people do in Venezuela to get rid of a Minister,
that is, to riot or have some sort of disturbance or re-
volution. That would have to be done in order to get rid
of a Minister becaus e it is for the Premier to decide

whether a Minister should resign or not. When you have
a situation like that, you have to be cautous, you are put-
ting power into the hands of people who have no inten-
tion of following the pattern which has been set by the Mo-
ther of Parliaments.

The fact that they have in this Bill the words ‘‘no

less than” is not simply a matter of appointing a Minister #y

of Education: but we have this innuendo that the Premier
should be free well I do not know what kind of com-

parison 1 can make. You have six hundred members in

the House of Cornmons in Great Britain with a big Cabinet

and we have the Premier of Barbados who has picked his

team and he is acting as a Captain of a team. He says

that he does not know how many Ministers they will need;
the Government found it very difficult to know how many

Ministers they need because they do not know when they
have to add to or take away from the number. We do

know that if you take away the Minister of Finance and

you find somebody to do the work you will be able to get

something more in our industrial policy. You will hear

people talk about the situation: but is there going to be

any more money available to the people of Barbados by

this change? If this Hon. Chamber can say that we are

putting in these words ‘‘no less than'‘”
hon. mewbers for the future. 1 will not always be in this

Chamber, but I will always be a bBarbadian. When you see
these words ‘‘0o less than” in this Bill, I have my own

sneaking suspicion. In Barbados no person can say from

1958 until 1980 how many Ministers we need to rum this

Government. The convention - I call it the high political

_propriety- which you get in Great Britain you do not get

here, and the idea is to leave the position open for baiting.
If he or she behaves himself or herself, he or she will
live in hopes of getting to the Promised Land; but you

have to be careful when you are going to the Promised

Land because you have to go over the Dead Sea; other-

wise you will not get there. (Laughter)

4.35 p.m. v

I am saying quite seriously that this ‘‘not less than
four’" is not following what has been said about the British
Constitution. You must realise that the British Constitution
has grown up; but this is a colony, and therefore the Ex-
ecutive Committee is something written into the law. I
do not subscribe to the idea that this is not written into
the Constitution and therefore the Hon. Premier can get
in Woodford Square in Trinidad and say we have the best
Coustitution in the world, though there are more bare-
footed people here than anywhere else 1 am not a be-
liever in that,

Jamaica has eight Ministers and Trinidad has eight
or nine with under -Secretaries and the like, Why is it
that in Barbados we do not know whether our structure
needs all these? So far as the'Ministries in Barbados are
concerned, 1 agree that there should be a Minister of
Education, not on the basis that the five people cannot
do the work, but on the basis that Education is not being
seen after, and rather than have it broken down completely,
you should let somebody have a shy at doing it.

When you look over there, Mr Speaker, and see
the Minister of Agriculture, the Minister of Communica-
tions and Works, the Minister of Social Services, the-

Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour and the Premier,

and hear that they cannot find time enough to do their work,
or the work is too much for them to do, you have to say
that the other people in Barbados are mad people. Do
you know that there are Directors of business in Barbados
who do a lot more work than the Ministers do? Do you
want to tell me that the Ministers find it difficult to do
their job, or that their work is too much for them? Do
you mean to tell me that the Minister of Industry and

Labour cannot itind enough hours to do his work, or that»@

the Minister of Agriculture is overworked? The Minister
of Agriculture is an affable gentleman, but if he was over-
worked he could not have spent two months in India. I
could not spend two months in any part of the world at
any time of the year. The Department of Agriculture
which the Minister has to direct is one of the best in the
whole Caribbean area. In connection with the Fishing
ladustry, I do not know what the late Minister of Agriculture
would say, but I think he can throw out something to the
Minister of Agriculture today with which he could have no

-quarrel. When the present Minister of Agriculture was

———W
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not a Minister but merely a Churchwarden, he found that
he was kept busy; but now he has to work hard in his
Ministry and still find time to attend to his private af-
fairs, because you cannot expect a man to leave his little
business to which he would have to return when the elec-~
torate gets tired of him.

. When you look now at the Minister of Communica~
tighs and Works, he has been growing fat with hard work.
1 do not mean that to be offensive and I will withdraw
those words if you think they are unparliamentary. Ido
not want the inference to be taken the wrong way; but
when you examine it - and that is the right we have - the
thing 1 want to kill is the myth that the Premier is the
hardest working person in the island. Ask how many times
he in home sleeping and you will know. It is all right to
say this office requires this or that, but when you ask
yourself how many files they cannot find, you will realise
that this colony is bound to carry a top-heavy adminis-
tration through the lack of what we can call *‘drive”,
You cannot tell me that there is too much for the tive
men’ to do if they would buckle down to the task of doing
it. I am sure that five energetic men would run this colony
and still find time in the afternoon to play tennis; but if
you have an administration which is going to be run by
people who have no intention to work hard, it is a dif.erem
thing, That is why we do not know if we want somebody
in addition to the Minister of Education. I hear there is
some gentleman at Lodge School who is to come down.
The Ministers’ salary of $720 a month is an attractive
salary any part of the world; it is good money in the
United States, Russia, Great Britain or anywhere else.
You can attract anybody in any part of the world at $720
a month without a proviso. The only proviso would be if
you wanted a man like Dr. Fuchs or somebody to come
from Antarctica. We do not grudge them getting this sal-
ary, but these are conventions which you are using not
for political advancerrent, but for political expediency,
and 1 will warn members that they have to be very chary,
e because you heard the Minister of Labour say just now

that as long as he is in here, he will do anything to get
‘something done or passed. We know that; we do not doubt
him

ﬁ

Hon. M.E.COX: On a point of order. I never made
that statement. He knows I could never say that even by
an accident,

Mr. WALCOTT: You gave me credit for knowing
a lot about you. Why is it that at times I know so much
and at another time I do not know what I am saying.

Hon. M.E.COX: We worked together on the Ex-
ecutive Committee for a number of years.

. Mr. WALCOTT: We worked together on the Ex-
ecutive Committee and you know my views too 1 agreed

with him, Mr. Speaker, that he will have to do that ii. or--
der to get things passed,and that is why I say there are
political tactics which everyone of us should use; but
when you would not say anything while waiting until your
forces come, that is a different thing. I am making this
solemn warning because for the public of Barbados this
idea of inserting ‘‘not less than’ is not that you do not
know what you can put in now; in these days it is going
to be unconstitutional and bad draughtsmanship to put
it in, because you know that any Government in power
can come down with amendments like this present Gov-
ernment to amend this; but if another Government came
into power, as the hon. member said, all the backbenchers
would be Ministers. It is true the Premier’s ambition
was to be where he is, and there ore when you are am-
bitious to get somewhere, you feel that nobody else should
get there.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is straying.
_ Mr. WALCOTT: I am only replying to the remarks
"o used that i we got over there, all the backbenchers

uld be Ministgrs, but that is not his intention.
o 1 would say, Sir , that the insertion of ‘‘ not less
- .2 an iour’’ at this present time leaves one to come to the
LN onclusion that you cannot now make up your mind, be:
b \use you are not passing this Legislation on the basis
¥~ —nat you are going to appoint a Minister next week.

You liave already passed legislation to pay Ministers.

Do you realise when this is passed that at any time during

the year any number of members can be made Ministers?

This is the last occasion on which we will be informed
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that we are going to have another Minister. This is the
death warrant you are signing now. After this, Govern-
ment can make eight, nine or ten Ministers without ref-
erence to Parliament, and the only way you can n-ake
reference to it in Parliament is when it comes in the
Estimates, because Clause 4 reads as follows:-

‘“Where by reason of the coming into operation
o: this Act after the opening of the session of the Legis-~
lature during which this Act was passed vy both Houses
of the Legislature, one menber only of the Legislative
Council and four members only of the House of Assembly
were appointed by the Goverament for the purposes of
section two of the principal Act, it shall be lawful for the
Governor at any time during that session to appoint during
pleasure to the Executive Committee such additional mem-
bers of the Executive Council, as he shall think fit'’.
4.45 p.m.

If you pass this Bill, it means a question of your
appointing any number of Ministers, and the Hon. Premier
says that it is not our business whom they appoint as Min-
isters they should have, It is not Parliament to say whether
you should have say, a Minister of Education or not, but
you are copying the conventio.s of Great Britain and you
are copying them without having the parliamentary insti~
tutions to carry out what you are copying. You have some-
thing in which you give power to people who do not have
any regard for political rectitude.

I hope hon. members on this side o! the Table will
not be afraid to express a view.There are those of us who
do not believe. that on constitutional matters the Hon.
Premier should speak the last word and he has no right
to say these things when he speaks. What you can clearly
see from all of this is this open door for political bribery

The question that this Rill be now read a second time
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

On motion of Hon. Sir Grantley Adams, seconded by
Hon. M.E. Cox, Mr, Speaker left the Chair and the House
went into Committee on the Rill.

Mr. L.E. Smith being in the Chair,
Clauses 1,2, and 3 were called and passed.
Clause 4 was called. It read as follows:-

4. (1) Where by reason of the coming into operation
of this Act after the opening of the session of the Legis~
lature during which this Act was passed by both Houses
of the Legislative Council and four members only of the
House of Assembly were appointed by the Governor for
the purposes of section two of the principal Act, it shall
be lawful for the Governor at any time during that session
to appoint during pleasure to the Executive Committee
such additional members of the Legislative Council and
of the House of Assembly not being already members
of the Executive Council, as he shall think fit,

(2) Any person appointed under the provisions
of subsection (1) of this section shall subjectto his appoint-
ment being during pleasure as aforesaid and except he
shall vacate his seat on the Executive Committee in accord-
ance with the provisions of the principal Act, be a member
of the Executive Committee during the session of the Legis-
lature in which he was appointed and shall notwithstanding
the prorogation or dissolution of the Legislature or. the
expiring of that session, continue to act in such capacity
for a period ending with the commencement of the next
ensuing session or for a period of three months after
such prorogation or dissolution or, as the case may be,
the expiring of the session in which he was appointed,
whichever period shall be the shorter.

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: 1 beg to move that
Clause 4 stand part.

Hon. ML.E.COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir, before you put the question,
I sincerely hope that no hon. member of the Government
Party would think, because only the hon.senior member
for St. Peter spoke on the second reading of this Bill,
that the views he expressed with regard to giving the
Hon. Premier carte blanche to appoint as many Ministers
as he likes, has found acceptance on this side o: the Table.
In a small community like Barbados with a Parliament
comprised of 24 elected members, we have already nearly
one quarter o the members as ministers. You only need
six Ministers - that is all - to give a proportion of 25%
of Parlia- ent being Ministers. If you were to take the




21

. b3

-

same proportion to the House of Commmons, it would
mean that you would have over 100 Ministers. As you
know very well, Mr. Chairman, there are 600 odd Members
of Parliament of Great Britain and you do not have 50
Ministers, much less 125; and, as the hon. senior mem-
ber for St. Peter has said, it requires no Herculean task
to visualise the maximum number of Ministers which
would be needed in this islandof Barbades with its limited
resources, its limited finance and what not. I go so far,
Mr. Chairman, as to say that there is not now enough
work to keep five intelligent men occupied all day long
as Ministers. In the despatch to the Secretary of State
for the Colonies in connection with the introduction of
Ministerial status, the then Governor only recommended
four Ministers. The Hon. Premier was not Premier then;
he was leader of the majority party. For reasons already
outlined by the hon. senior member for St. Peter, he asked
to increase the number to five because five would give
him a better opportunity to play with and with getting
better support from his party.

. There were loud asides.

Mr CHAIRMAN: I am speaking to the hon. senior
member for St. Peter. You are interrupting the hon. senior
member for St. Philip.

Mr. WALCOTT: Look over on that side of the table
and you will see who is interrupting him.

_ Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir, this is nothing short of
highway robbery; this is nothing short of robbery of the
Tieasury to distribute the emoluments now being paid
to Ministers to a greater number than four. That is all
‘the Ministers you need in the island of Barbados. Sir,
not-one of the Ministers does a full day’s work and their
continued absence from the island, sometimes in planes,
without anybody outside of the five of them doing their
ministerial, work in itself demonstrates that there is
not enough work for them to do in their offices. Sir, when
one Minister is absent, no other Minister is appointed
to work for him and that happens regularly throughout
the year.

It is merely a question, Mr. Chairman, of winning
support for popular measures by using the bribe of funds
from the Public Treasury in terms of ministerial emolu-
ments. That is all it is. Which of the Ministers is over-
worked? They come in here and make the most shabby
spectacle of themselves in the presentation of Government
Business. You have five of them in here doing what one
man was doing before. The former Attorney General him
self alone presented Government measures in this House
without any assistance at all; and even if we admit that
some of these duties are slightly more complex tha:. they
were some time before, they are not five times more
complex or more onerous. They do not require five times
the amount of intuition or attention or ability than they
'required ten or twelve years before.

4.55 p.m.

You have still, in addition to the Ministers, the
Secretaries to prepare the work ior them; each' of the
Ministers has a departmental Permanent Secretary, where-
as the Attorney General only had the Chief Secretary in
the Secretariat. Now we have the Chief Secretary in the
-Secretariat, and we still give the Ministers Permanent
Secretaries and Assistant Secretaries. Have we increased
ten times in size since they assumed the control of the
country? Have the resources of this Island been made
five times the amount they were? There is no other part
of the world in which you will find such a brazen attempt
to prostitute public funds. I, personally, will say in pass-
ing that I do not agree at all with increasing the number
of Ministers I was not here during the debate in the first
instance, because 1 was not in the Island; and I agree less
with the proposal in Section 4 of this Bill not to limit the
number of Ministers at all. For the last three or four
months, the 3nly thing which has kept together dissentient
opinion among certain sections of the majority party is
decause this vacancy of a Minister is being dangled be-
fore the eyes of people who have made it no secret about
heir determination to revolt if they are left out. When
'ou appoint this Minister now and attempts are made to
'evolt, people will be told; ‘‘You should keep quiet, because
bave the power to appoint more Ministers and later on
s capacity increases I shall appoint more Ministers."

What is the Premier supposed to do in this country? He

gets his emoluments as Premier and walks about and
makes a ‘ew speeches with reference to his duties and
every year or every six months he appoints another Minis-
ter. Are we to pay him to do that and also pay the Governor
to do the same thi.g?

There are times, as has happened recently ina ”

country not very far from here, when the evils of exploita-

tion and oppression, a wilful waste of public funds, ne-

potism and the use of public funds for your own personal

advancement and security are considered as not being in the
best interest of the country -- there are times when these

things can no longer be borne by a long-suffering public

and they take the law in their own hands. The hon. senior
member for St. Peter has at some length criticised the
appointment of the particular individual in the Other

Place. 1 agree with him on this ground, that since the

gentleman in question was easily repudiated

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am nothing to do with the other
gentleman in question; let us deal with what is in front
of us.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Are you suggesting that I am
not doing that? If you think so, Sir, I shall be glad to hear
in what respect I am offending, because I think I am quite
within my right to voice an opinion when we are discussing
this Section. I say that in principle, while we naturally
will have to agree that in the present constitutional posi-
tion,the Government is entitled to have a Spokesman in
the Other Place, yet still we are also entitled to express
our dissatis.action with the unsuitability, from any point
of view, of the person who has been appointed to that
Ministry.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with the question
of appointing an additional Minister in here; we are no-
thing to do with the Minister in the Other Place.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Section 4 (1) of this Bill says
this: ‘‘Where by reason of the coming into operation of
this Act after the opening of the session of the Legislature
during which this Act was passed by both Houses of the
Legislature, one member only of the Legislative Council
and four members only of the House of Assembly were
appointed by the Governor for the purposes of section
two of the principal Act, it shall be lawful for the Gov-
ernor at any time during that session to appoint during
pleasure to the Executive Committee such additfonal mem-
bers of the Legislative Council and of the House of Assem-~
bly not being already members of the Executive Council,
as he shall think fit.”

In his speech at the re-opening of the session,
the Governor, in referring to these changes, mentioned
that this legislation would be coming down, and this is
the legislation which will give him the power to do legally
what 1 am commenting on now.

5.05 p.m.

I say, Sir that it is an accepted principle, and there
can be no question at all, that the Government Party is
entitled to a spokesman in the Other Place, but it is not
entitled to appoint a candidate who was rejected at the
polls. When Mr. Gittens was defeated in Christ Church
and was subsequently appointed to the Other Place, the
Premier himself criticised the appointment and was very
bitter about it, and expressed the utmost condemnation
of the manner in which the oligarchy which then controlled
the colony were using all the Governmental facilities for
maintaining their position, and strengthening and carrying
out whatever policies they wanted to put into eifect, be-
cause at the time he felt that Mr Gittens, the member
in question.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is straying.
What has Mr. Gittens to do with this now? Where is
Mr. Gittens?

Mr. WALCOTT: He is 8 man who plays an organ. o

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must speak o

the Bill. SR

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 do not know where Mr. Gittens
is now, but he was in the Other Place. I bave not been in
contact with him since he departed this life; so I cannot
satisfy Your Honour’s curiosity. Maybe your undertaking
Establishment helped to put him firmly away. I am saying
Sir, that if it was unfair, immoral and unjust to have select-
ed a repudiated candidate

-—”
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Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is out of order.

If you persist I will rule you out of order; you must keep
to the Clause.

Mr. CRAWFORD: How am I out of order? On what
grounds? We have too many Chairman of Committees a-

(.\round here, and it is a case of the blind leading the blind.

I think, Mr. Chairman, that you have already be made a
laughing stock in this Chamber by following wrong advice.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: If you want to keep to the Clause,
you can do so, but you are straying all over. This Clause
is asking for power ‘‘to appoint’’, and you are trying to
deal with a person who has already beed appointed. When
you try to deal with the person who has already been
appointed, you are out of order.

Mr, CRAWFQRD: Mr. Chairman, with all due
respect, we are granting power as you say, butlam
opposing the granting of power because it has been abused
This power in the hands of certain people is like giving
a sharp-edged tool to a little child. This power is not
being sought in the best interest of the country; it is being
sought to further the personal ambitions of one man.
I am opposing the granting of power, and I am telling you
why I am doing so. Only is a Dictatorship can a dictator
come and say he wants power to do something, until he
is run out,

“Mr. WALCOTT: 1 will help to run you out too.
As a matter of fact, as 1 said earlier, certain steps have
been taken under the present constitution, but you are now
seeking legislative endorsement of these steps. 1 am saying
that before you had this, there was an abuse of power, and
the abuse lies in.the fact that you are going to appoint
more Ministers thar the affairs of the colony want, a:d
with the additional fact that in the appointment of the Min-
isters which this gives power to do, you are pitch-forking
men into Ministerial positions -~ men who should not be
there for the express reason that they were repudiated
at the polls, and when it was done before, the person who
is doing it now was the loudest critic of it. It was wrong
when it was done by Keith Walcott, but it is right when
it is done by the Premier; and they both did it for the
same reasoil.

As a matter of fact, 1 go further and say this:
before you had the extension of the franchise or before
you had extended the basison which people were elected to
this Chamber, you might have had more excuse for pick-
ing up a man who was repudiated at the polls and put him
in the Executive Committee, because he would not have
been rejected by the whole electorate as you now have
with Adult Suffrage. Every man and woman at the age of
twenty-one can vote, and with Adult Suffrage they told
you they did not want this man.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is making a
second reading speech on this Section. The hon. senior
member for St. Peter took the opportunity to speak on
the second reading.

Mr CRAWFORD: And I felt like waiting until the
House went into Committee to deal with this Section.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Well, keep to the Section.

Mr.CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I am doing itin
the most appropriate manner. There is not the idea that
I am personally opposed to the appointment; I am talking
about the principle of the Bill and of this Section. This
is the important Section, not the three previous ones. I
am not saying whether or not it is a good choice. He may be
a very excellent man, I do not know; but we certainly
could not have taken Mr. Kellman in St. Joseph or Mr.
Lynch in Christ Church and make him a sixth Minister.
If we are going to establish these principles and these

7/~ conventions, let us do them in the right manner

it

There is no point, Mr. Chairman, in saying that
we are following Great Britain in this sort of thing, and
then on every opportunity we get, something different

‘is done. 1 maintain, Mr Chairman, that in view of how

we have already seen that this power will be abused, there
is a greater apprehension about giving additional power
by accepting the proposed Section giving the Premier un
limited power to appoint as many Ministers as he likes.
The circumstances in Great Britain do not necessarily
apply here at all. There are different conditions and a more
consciously and easily aroused public opinion there, be-
cause what the Government gets away with in Barbados,

no Government in Great Britain would get away with. A
number of events has taken place in this country within
recent times with impunity which would have caused the
fall of Government i n Great Britain, and therefore we
cannot literally say that because Great Britain does so
and so, we must slavishly follow it in Barbados. -

5.15 p.m. o

It is a dangerous thing and especially dangerous
in a country which is just emerging from three hundred
years of colonialism. In every other particular colony
in the area, all of these conventions and constitutional
changes have the force of law except in Barbados. It
is alright for a country with three hundred, four hundred,
or one thousand years of democratic institutions to pro-
ceed by conventions, but let us proceed in these early
stages carefully; let us proceed step by step, giving every
step the .force of law and leaving rothing to the personal
honesty or integrity of the person who may be able to bam-
boozle the electorate and bring a majority party in here.
We have seen very many examples by doing what we have
already done that we should not be foolhardily committing
this kind of murder; nobody in his right senses with the
best interest of the colony at heart will agree to support
this section as it now stands.

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, I regard this Bill
and this Clause in particular as being a further move
to the final step in a series of steps in the establishment
not only of self - government but probably dictatorship.
When we think of self-Government, we know the Cabinet
must move with it, and the Hon. Premier may have seen
fit to introduce a Bill of this nature in order to grant him
the necessary support in order to carry out his plans.
While that may be so and while that may be a necessary
corollary or may be a necessary Step to take for the
establishment of self-Government, it leads to nothing
else but dictatorship, Wherever the Governor's name
appears, you can think of the Premier and not the Gov-
ernor who is acting. The Governor’s name appears, but
in reality the Premier exercises that power. I am saying
that this is a further and probably a most vital step as
far as dictatorship and self-Government are concerned,
call it what you may, when this is all done.

The Hon. Premier not only admits the inability of
certain - I would not say all - of his Ministers but he
probably admits also the fact that he finds himself, owing
to the calibre of one, two or three of his Ministers in the
position that he does not know how many Ministers he
would need. The fact remains that owing to the present
circumstances he has vested himself with absolute power
as a means of holding his party together. By this Bill all
the backbenchers may be Ministers although I do not
believe all would get to that position.

If the Hon. Premier had said ‘* not more than six’’
we would all know what is the position. We all know now
that there is a need for a Minister of Education. The Hon.
Premier probably has the ability to be Minister of Educa-
tion but he cannot do everything. This colony has always
prided itself of being foremost educationally and of being
the most educationally advanced colony of the Caribbean.

A VOICE: That was before he was Premier.
However, I am not quite sure that this Island is so far
above the others educationally. Probably, the Federal Elec-
tions which are to take place within a few weeks would
convince us how much politically inclined the island is
to federation and the people are to voting, because it will
be no question of party, but a question of man to man and
a question of electing an individual on the basis of his
priority educationally and otherwise. We of this party
shall go to the polls on that basis ans we shall win on tha'
basis. This is no idle boast.

The benefits of Ministerial system are plain, Under
Ministerial Government this Island has benefitted. Instead
of channelling everything through the ‘Chief Secretary, we
have five Ministers and if the Hon. Premier wants another
Minister I would agree, because he is only one man and
if in the final analysis, he is thinking of going to the Fed-
eral Parliament - '

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is straying,.
you are going to the Federal Parliament. I do not see
‘‘Federal” in Clause 4.

Mr. TALMA: 1 am saying that the Hon. Premier
knows the calibre of his Ministers and if he is thinking
of going to the Federal -
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Mr. CHAIRMAN:; The hon. member is out of order.

Mr. TALMa: I do not think that I am out of order,
but I bow to Your Honour's ruling. However, Iam saying
with all due humility that it is expected that our Premier
would be Prime Minister of the West Indies, and because
of that he is making all the facts, he is making the ne-
cessary provision whereby that setup over on his side be
able to carry on You may win too.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Order | I am asking you to stick
to Clause 4.

Mr. TALMA: The Hon. Premier is saying that there
will be no limitation as to numbers: Therefore, it may be
sixteen, fourteen, twelve or ten or it may be five or six.
We do not know. In so far as the Minister of Education
is concerned we are aware of the need for that Minister,
but we are saying: ‘‘Let there be some limitation.”” Let
us also think of the taxpayers too and let us try to live
up to what the people sent us here hope that we would
do. Let us have some limitation; let us not establish
dictatorial powers in any one man whether he be Previer
or any other man Let us set up some Bill which would
at least commend itself to the respect and the conscious-
ness of all ordinary human beings. Let us do that.This
is dictatorship, If the Bill had said ‘*not more than one”
or ‘‘not more than two'‘ that would be alright but when
it says not less than four, it can be rour hundred. Who-
ever drafted this Bill or who creates policy I do not know,
but this is no policy at all; this is dictatorship; this is
hardly worth the paper on which it is written and, after
all, we move as Labourites together and we have been in
Government together. Too far East is West. This is dic-~
tatorship. Let us be careful so that we should not be rele-
gated at some future date altogether.

5.25 p.m.

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: The hon. member
who has just sat down and I have been such good friends
that 1 am surprised that he has put me in such an embar-
rassing position, because he asked me. not to appoint too
many Ministers. I get so many messages from the Opposi-
tion as to whether I would put them forward as a Minister
or Speaker that this position is extremely embarrassing.
Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1 am speaking to the Premier.

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I am replying to
the hon. member.,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: But not in that way.

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: | have the greatest
respect for the Chair and therefore I will stop. Let me
reply in this way; public opinion will tell any Premier
of any Party whether he is wasting the taxpayers’ money

“or not. How can any Premier merely to please people,
appoint ten Ministers when he cannot find work .or ten
Ministers. That is my complete answer but to suggest
that in any parliamentary democracy the Legislature
should say how many Ministers should be appointed, is
nonsense. You must, in an election, know that if you
select a particular party in a democracy, the Leaders
of the Party will become the Ministers, In every country
in the world that is so - to some extent, not in France.
You know that, under the British system, if you select
the Conservatives, the chief people in the Conservative
Party will become the Ministers. You know that there
will be a shifting around, that one or another Cabinet
Minister will be appointed, or somebody will be dropped
and so on, and that is all this Bill asks for. Since the
Confederation Riots of 1876, we had this system of one
and four. Experience has taught us in the last three
years that we must have, not an official, but a party
member in the Other Place and so on; that is all that
is happening. But I say that the ultimate judge or arbi-
ter in this mgtter is public opinion. Who is going to be
so stupid as just to help his .riends, even members of
the Opposition, by giving any of them a Ministry?

Mr. Chairman, 1 hope you will forgive mei/ I
:nd with one single sentence; I hope 1 will get no more
nessages from the Opposition begging for Ministries.

{A MEMBER: Name them.)

Mr. TALMA: I shall not be petty. I thank the Pre-
nier for having made me a Minister three or four years
igo, but to suggest or insinuate that I sent any message
o him ---

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: The hon. member
is not one of those from whom I have had messages;
whether the messages will come in time, I do not know.
(Laughter)

Mr. TALMA: Mr, Chairman -
Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Premier did not call your

name. 0
Mr. TALMA: As far as my election is concerned,

1 secured a seat in here alone; therefore, I have never
sent him any message. I ran alone and gained a seat
alone. Let the Premier remember that. When 1 run with
them, I am always wrong and it is on the basis of run-
ning alone that I will be found in the Federal Assembly.
(Cheers). ‘
Mr. WALCOTT: What we would expect to hear Fy
in a reply is something fundamental. What we have just ;
heard substantiates what I said in my second reading
speech; that is to say, that the purpose of this amend-
ment is political bribery and bait-catching What is mo-
tivating the premier’s mind in political liie is how many
people in the Opposition are begging him for a position;
he is doing something through which you can beg for a
position; he has jobs to offer people in politics. Poli-
ticians ask him for ministerial positions and the more
power you give him, the more he can expand it just
like how you expand a concertina. That is the thing ,
which is guiding him in political propriety.He wants -
not only the Opposition, but his backbenchers to feel
that they can get high positions for themselves. He can-
not call the name of anybody who has sent any messages
to him. There is no truth in that; you challenge him
and he does not cdll the name of any member who has
sent any message to him saying that he will come over.
That is the kind of bait which he uses, that somebody
.n the Opposition has asked him for a position. That
person who has asked him for a position should be put
in a cof.in and buried immediately. That is the type of

Y

In order to pass something through the House of
Assembly, he has brought this down to give him more
power, and the hon. senior member for Christ Church
is talking about helping him. I will tell the House this:
this is another example of using people; he used the
member for Christ Church when it was suitable to use
him, but when it did not suit the Premier to use him
anymore, he did not use him. Throughout his political
life that is what he wants power for. The Hon. Minister
o Agriculture is being used now because it suits the
Premier to use him and because he is another piece
of bait in St. Philip. At one time he said he could not
trust the same member. At one time, too, he could not
trust the Hon. Minister of Social Services. This is the
thing you get in process of time; So you do not go by
the statements he makes. At one time he castigated
the hon, senior member tor the City and made people
believe he was the greatest villian that ever landed;
but now they are like Bud Abbott and Lou Costello in b
this Chamber. ) w. .

The danger about our political life at this stage
is that we are taking the man holding this high position b
seriously, when that man does not merit any of the things
we give to him; he is deserving of these things. The hon.
member said he is capable because he went to a Uni-
versity, and ipso facto he must be Minister of Educa-
tion. Roy Joseph did not go to a University, but he did
an excellent job in Trinidad so far as his Ministry is
concerned; so it is stupid in Barbados to say ...

Mr. TALMA: On a point of explanation. Far be
it from my mind that unless you possess an academ.c
qualification you are not suited, or far be it from my
mind for the hon. member to insinuate that I said that;
that is entirely wrong. For the beuefit of ¢he Committee,
that is the Premier’s view.

Mr, WALCOTT: 1 did not say that the hon. mem-
ber said that, but I said that what he said was tantamount
to what people think.1 think the Premier is the worst
Minister of Education. in the whole territory; there is
no question about that. When you talk about educaton,
1 want to say that we boasted about education beiore

thing you are getting, and when we say these things, ‘
he will get up and tell people that they are not speak- 4 j
ing the truth. ]
5.35p.m. .
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he was Premier; it is nothing that he brought along in
Barbados. We boasted about education prior to his hav-
ing anything to do with if; therefore he caa make no
claims. I want to say that he has done nothing to carry
it to the pinnacle. If he were fortunate to become Min-
ister of Education when it was the best in the whole Car-
ibbean, we can no longer boast of it since he has become
Premier. Look at the elementary schools today and com-~
pare the products who stand up in Commonwealth affairs
with those who receive elementary education in Barbados
today. Now, he has to drop it like a hot brick. If he talks’
about public opinion, it has condemned him. In Barbados,
the newspaper is ‘‘mamby-pambying’ this issue. The
honours which have been placed on the Premier were
conferred . on him through the elected system. There
is this idea that be is responsible for everything, when
prior to his entry into politics people asked for demo-~
cratic institutions. In 1925 and 1937 people went to pri-
son for this.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is straying
from the Bill.

Mr. WALCOTT: Do you realise that this is some-
thing that caused a riot? Do you realise that we are pass-
ing a riot Act? Do you know how much blood went down
the drain through this? Do you think we are people look-
ing for Parliamentary jobs? We are not the peoplein
here whom you want to bribe, We want to make you un-
derstand that we respect the institutions which we have.
He talked about public opinion, but 1 should like to ask
what public opinion has given him the authority to come
here and amend this Act to put a man in the Other Place,
and to select a person who was politically discredited
at the last elections. What are you going to say for that?
It is the height of political dis honesty. You have se-
lected a man who was politically discredited at the last
elections; and everybody looked forward to seeing what
would happen to him in St.Peter and whether Walcott
would go.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The
from the Bill.

Mr. WALCOTT: That is not straying; but when
you come to these conventions

Mr. CHAIRMAN: What has the election in St. Peter

to do with this?

Mr. WALCOTT: You have used convention to put
a man who was politically discredited into the Council.
Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is straying.

Mr. WALCOTT: I am not straying.
Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am speaking to you for the third

Hon. member is straying

Mr. WALCOTT: These are conventions and we
are following the Britsh conventions when you have ta-
ken a man who was politically discredited on Adult Suf-
frage at the last elections and through convention made
him a Cabinet Minister. You, too, are looking forward
some day to being called upstairs, but that is not good
enough. He is just like jimenez in Venezuela, and the
only difference is that he has remained in power a lit~
tle longer; but he will have to run from this country
the same way.

Any dictatorship is bad. How can anyone sit here
today and talk about the British Constitution and then
present such a blaring case as this? You do not have a
newspaper which can come up with these things because
in any dictatorship the Press is muzzled, The Press
is  soft on these things because in a community where
it looks as though the forces are against you, you have
to take the line of least resistance, I do not have to take
that line in this, because actions speak louder than voice

As recent as two months ago, we passed a meas-

" ure in here, and if you asked the community whether

it is in favour of rejecting the candidate who has been
made a Cabinet Minister, you will see what answer you
would get. You talk about public opinion but no public
opinion would wive you authority to do this. The olig-
archy which you possess now would.give you that power
when the Barbados Labour Party holds meetings. You
have not held a meeting, however, to elect anybody to
office since 1948, You held your last meeting ten years
ago, and therefore the President holds that office for
life. Where, in Great Britain, would you find the Con-
servative Party, the Labour Party, or the derelict Li-

beral Party holding one meeting? There are people who
are afraid to tell them that they have not held a meeting
for the last ten years.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: What has that to do with the
Clause?

Mr. WALCOTT; Do you understand that the Pre-
mier spoke about conventions? Are you clear in mind
what convention means? the conditions in Great Britain
include all these political institutions, and therefore you
have a Party system which comes to the country to be
elected. Thus the background to a Party system is that
it should run on democratic lines. You do not have these
institutions, and we on this side say that in the absence
of these checks you have to safeguard the people. It is
true that you -are a businessman, Mr. Chairman, and
have no time to read these things. They have a Party
system which is elected on a mass basis; but we all
go to elections after which we can come here and say
that we, too, belong to a Party. We can say we belong
to one Party and call ourselves the Grand National Party,
but the institutions we want to grow up behind it have
not taken place,

5.45 p.m.

This is an instance which I want to bring to the notice
of this Committee. The same constitution you are ask-
ing us to grant you, we have seen how you have abused it;
and there can be no possible excuse if the masses of

the colony cannot see that it is not the best way for you
to be putting a man in the Cabinet who has not been elected
by them. That is the sort of convention you are telling
us about. I challenge any man to point me to any instance
which happened in the last twenty years in Great Britain
in whch a private member of Parliament became a

Cabinet Minister.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You have made that point already.

Mr. WALCOTT: I can make it ten times.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Sir, dealing with Section 4, 1
observe that the bone of contention is that this amend-
ment with which we are dealing today is one which is
worded in an indefinite manner, It deals with the min-
imum number of people that may be on the Executive
Committee. It cuts out any definite number and anin-
definite number is now put in instead, That must follow
as a natural censequence because sometime ago we passed
an Act amending the Executive (Remuneration of Mem-
bers) Act and we deliberately cut out a definite number
and put in an indefinite number; therefore, this must
follow as a natural consequence; therefore, we are faced
with this today.

The Hon. Premier has the statutory authority
right now.He is not observing any convention now; this.
has now become a statutory act of this Island. As soon
as we pass this Bill, we are giving the Hon Premier
full power to add to as many Ministers as he thinks
fit, While I do not agree in principle with this Bill, we
must bear in mind that when we are dealing with the
Remuneration of Members Act, we cut out the exact
number and made it an indefnite number. The Hon. Pre-
mier obviously must feel that we of the Opposition would
entertain certain suspicions.He has told us nothing of.
the number which exists in his mind; he said that only
‘the most radical and irresponsible Government Party
would be thinking of appointing more Ministers than were
necessary. My point is this: It would not be possible
for the draftsman to include a definte number because
the draftsmancan only acton what he -has been told. Why
then is this an indefinite number which can allow an
abuse? The Barbados Labour Party would not always
be the Majority Party. I can easily visualise that, and
ifthey have any good sense they can visualise that what
they are committing this Government to, the same thing
can happen when other parties come into power.

As far as conventions are concerned, 1 took some
pains sometime ago to read the British Constitution. The
Premier has a limited sphere in which to act. Any par
liamentarian who decides to accept a Ministry should
know what he is doing, He is actually taking an under-
taking where one man and one man alone can tell him
at any time that he may leave. It is inevitable so. The
prime Minister of Great Britain is in that happy position;
so too the Hon. Premier of Barbados. Therefore, any

backbencher who looks for promotion must realise that
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one man and one man alone in the country decides how-

long he is there for. That is inevitable; I say this with-
out any personal reference to the present Premier of
Barbados. It is something unavoidable in constitutions
that follow the British practice and we have to accept
that,

This is becoming the statutory law of the Island
when it is passed and 1 have no doubt that it will pass.
From now on it is no question of any convention; it will
be law. Because of that, the Hon. Premier will be in the
undoubted position of recommending as many Ministers
as in his opinion he thinks necessary to recommend to
the Head of the Adminstradon for appointment. That
power is vested in him and in him alone without consul-
tation with any individual in or outside of Barbados.

- That is absolute; it is inevitable. It is democracy in the
sense as we understand it. 1 do not know if many back-
benchers know how much of the British constitution. my
colleague said that unfortunately they are so busy that
they read nothing; therefore, they have to follow lock,
stock and barrel all that is put to them. I hope that at
some future date they will read and understand every
bit of legislation like this. I remember saying on one
occasion that whenever you accept to be managed by
convention, you r only hope of future success is in those
powers vested in a man of high principles and honour,
I am not speaking in relation to any individual.

Sir, Ido not agree with the bringing down of this
amendment in this form. I can not agree because there
must -be a2 limit in a country which is only sixteen by
fourteen with a limited economy, especially when that
economy is only an agricultural one There must be a
limit to the number of Ministers whom you can appoint
in Barbados. You cannot say there can be fifteen: there-
‘fore, what does not less than four mean? That means
‘it could be a million. Do you understand the language?
‘ 1 do not share the views expressed by some hon.
members of the Opposition that it is not necessary to
have five Ministers. It just depends on how much work
they can do and can get on with and, ag far as this Gov-
ernment is concerned, they may need seven, but when
this Opposition comes into power it may only need three.
Even at that; I do not think that if this Opposition comes
into power it may necessarily reduce these Ministers
too quickly. 1 do not think when the Opposition gets into
power it would say: ‘‘let there be four Ministers and not
seven.”’ Human beings what they are with varing degrees
of intelligence, adaptation and what not, it may be that
the present Premier of Barbados may find it necessary
to have seven, eight or nine Ministers. Ido not know.
5.55 p.m.

He knows from what material he can draw, but
I say irrespective of that,that in a country the resources
of which arfe as limited as those of Barbados -- ina
country of 166 square miles, in a country where the e-
‘conomy is chiefly based on agriculture, I do not see
why the Premier,who is the constitutional expert in that
Party, could not decide on a number of Ministers and
have an amendment which was not vague and indefinite,
but one which could stand the test of time, one which
is practicable -- five, six, seven, or eight. This Bill
is following the pattern of the amendment which we passed
in relation to the Executive Committee (Remuneration
of Members) Act, which count out the number and said
“and other Ministers.’”” This Bill had to follow asa
torollary, What can we do about it? While I do not a-
yree with the vagueness of this amendment in Clause 4
f this Bill - and I will vote against it for that particu-
ar reason - I feel that the Government should have
yrought down a much more precisely drafted Bill than
his one which would be practicable, and 1 know that
here must be a limitation of this number. Everybody
mows that, The Premier himself has said that his Party
rould be silly ‘to think that theycan create Ministers in
1 limitless way. 1 am sure that we can all deal with
in ‘amendment for five, six, seven or eight Ministers.

I do not share the views of the Opposition that
ve should reduce the number; I act on my own indepen-
ent opinion in this matter, but 1 will not vote for these
ague amendments. There should be found in the Pre-
ifer’s Party an hon. member who could tell him so too.
e could have said that he wants so many Ministers in

this Place and so many in the Other Place. Politics is
a matter of expediency; you need these people for now.
We are here not only to initiate legislation, but also
to amend and improve legislation. We do not make laws
like those of the Medes and Persians which altereth not;
laws have some bearing on time. This law is having a

bearing on these times, and we should find it practicable @

to say how wmany Ministers we need now in this day of
grace. I am therefore, absolutely opposed to these vague
amendments.

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Kt: What has amazed
me is that hon. members are talking on this Section 4
which is almost superfluous. All this Section says is
that the Governor has already appointed a number in
the Other Place and four members from this place and
in future he may appoint more members. This Section
merely follows Sections 2 and 3 which we have already
passed. If 1 had drafted this Bill, I, personally, -- al-
though I should not say this -- would have left out Sec-
tion 4 altogether. Section 4 is only there out of an abun-
dance of caution. It says that where by reason of the pass-
ing of this Act after the opening of the sesgsion of the
Legislature during which this Act was passed by bott
Houses of the Legislature, one member only of the Other
Place and our members only of this Place have been
already appointed, nevertheless the Governor can ap-
point more members, which is really repeating what has
already been said. I am surprised that hon. members
have swallowed Sections 2 and 3 without a whisper anc
now they have been making a number of second reading
speeches on a purely consequential sectionl This Se¢-
tion arises, because whereas you only have one member
from the Other Place and four members from this Place
in the Act, the Governor may appoint more members.
Some lawyers are very cautious in ‘their drafting and
the Attorney General, out of an abundance of caution, ha:
put in this Section. I do .ot do the work of the Attorney
General’s Office.

Mr. CRAWFORD: What does the Premier mean?
Does he mean that he must dictate to the Opposition
when we must talk and on what Section we must talk?
We rise when we feel like rising, not when he tells us
to rise. The Opposition does not accept the view that
the present number of Ministers is insufficient for the
performance .of their duties. We do not agree with that;
you can find Ministers at all hours of the day outside
their Ministries in places which have no connection with
the work of their ofiices. (A. MEMBER: How do you
know that?) Obviously, these places have no connection
with the work of the offices, and therefore, we do not
see at all that the present Ministers are overworked,
because it is purely, as the hon. junior member for
St. Peter has said, a question of political expediency.
That is all. Just a few years ago, all the work was chan-
nelled through the Chief Secretary’s Office; there could
be no person in a better positon than the Chief Secre-
tary to express an opinion as to the maximum number
of Ministers required, and he said that the Premier
and three Ministers could do the work. Now we are go-
ing to have five, six, seven Ministers -- almost double
the number mentioned by the Chiei Secretary If, in
1953, the Acting Governor said that he only wanted four
members to do the work, how is it that now, in 1958, you
want almost double that number? How is it that you
now want a 75% increase in the number of members?
6.05 p.m.

All that has happened, Mr. Chairman, is this:
one of the main Minstries for which the Premier is re-
sponsible, he fell down on Education. The Educational
standard of the country deteriorated so far that it be-
came a public scandal, and instead of doing more work,
he decides to appoint another Minister.

One more point, Mr. Chairman. It may suit, in
certain activides of life, certain people to resort to cer-
tain dodges and to use use what they call strategy to
draw red herrings across the trail to suit their interests,
In Chicago gangland, you would not expect in a Legis-
lative Assembly. It is no answer to any argument advanced
by the Opposition today merely to state that the Opposi-
tion has been begging the Premier for a Ministerial
appointment.
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: Mr. CHAIRMAN: What is that statement to do with
this,

Mr. CRAWFORD: That is a statement made in
here which had no right to be made. I am a member of
the Opposition; do you imagine me begging him for an
appointment?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Premier did not call your
name,

Mr. CRAWFORD: He could not call my name.
This statement was made to the public and when people
read this statement now or fifty years from now, they
would not know whom he meant. ] have worked with him,
and he could not even carry a message straight to the
Governor for me. He distorted what I said. I would feel
more comiortable working with Satan in Hell.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You remember when the Pre-
mier began to speak, 1 stopped him, and I am stopping
you now.

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 am saying that all he has said
now is that the work is too much. It is not too much and
you can ask any of the Secretaries what work they do
every day.

So far as 1 remember, Mr. Turner recommended
that the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of In-
dustry should be’ one; you have divided them into two.
The Premier spends more than half of his time in the
air every year. What Minister of Education and Finance
and all these things can spend half his time flitting from
one part of the world to another every year? What are
you going to appoint another Minster to do? To give
out hot meals everyday? It is, as the hon. senior mem-
ber for St. Peter has said, for pure expediency. If you
waint to use expediency in politics you should pull your
own pockets. You should take some of your money as
Premier and pay somebody to do the work, butitis
not fair to the public Treasury. He is the same mem-
ber who got up here a few weeks ago and warned us about
rising costs of Government, and threatened they would
have to retrench or increase taxation. With what are you
going to pay the new Minister? Are you going to pay him
with sand ofi the beach? Then you will come for a Per-
manent Secretary or him, an Assistant ‘Secretary, Of-
fice Furniture and accommodation and what not. Thus
you will go on piling up Governmental costs and throw-
ing money away, and talking about increased taxation
in this two-by four country which the Vestries could
run. The time will come under the Federal Parliament
when there might not be any House of Assembly at all,
because the municipalities could run the place. Another
Minister will cost this island $30,000 a year. What do
you want another Minister for; just to be sure of another
vote in the Assembly on policy matters? There would
be absolutely nothing for him to do all day long to com
pensate for what it would cost the country. How many
Ministers are there in British Guiana, or in Trinidad
which has an annual revenue of over $100 million? Do
you know, Mr. Chairman, that within another few months
we will have one less Minster than Trinidad? And their
revenue is over six times -as much as ours, and with im-
portant mineral resources being developed, agricultural
development and even marine development of natural re-
sources. All we have is the sugar industry.

The first duty, therefore, of any new Government
in this country, if it were going to impress on the public
that it had the interests of the country at heart, would
be to reduce the number of Ministers., The first duty of
any responsible Government in this country would be to
reduce the excessive number of Ministers and to appoint
a number of capable men who would do a day’s work
and efficiently perform their duties. All we need is two
Ministers and a Secretariat to run the country because
the most important Ministry is run by the Permanent
Secretary. As Permanent Secretary to the Premier, Mr.
Pinard, was virtdally Premier of Barbados.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, dealing with this
Bill before us, I want to see what business Government
had done. When 1 heard the Premier say that this could
not be done a certain way, you would have thought that

this was done in Norway and came to Barbados by air-

mail and this is the first ime he saw it. You would not
believe that the Premier was bringing this heavyweight
thing to change this Act; he wants to give the impres-

sion that he does not know why the Attorney General has
put this in the Act, which means that it has been drafted
by the Attorney General and came straight to the House
of Assembly, and therefore the Premier could not tell
him that he did not agree with the draft. It means, too,
that the Attorney General can draft Legislation for you
in whatever way he likes. Whom are you telling that to?
I am no lawyer...

(A VOICE FROM THE GALLERY: Idiot, sit down:)

Mr. Chairman, you must have that gentleman put
outside. (The arshal instructed the police to remove the
particular man from the Gallery.)

They are -the type that are foilowers of the Labour
Party. Now, Clause 2 of the principle Act reads as fol-
lows:-

‘‘Immediately on the opening of each session of
the Legislature, it shall be lawful for the Governor to
appoint during pleasure one member of the Legislative
Council and four members of the House of Assembly.”
In this case, the session had already passed and even
if you amend the Clause in which he said ‘‘not less than
four”, it was already agreed to and you could not come
at the re-opening after Prorogation to say you want four
more.

6.15 p.m.

Well, the Session was opened sometime in 1956 and this
is 1958;that the reason why Clause 4 (1) has to be writ-
ten in. This was put in by the legal authority in order to
make what you are going to do now legal and valid and
in order to make what you are going to do now legal and
valid and in order that they may not be any further con-
stitutional row; therefore, to say that this is unnecessary
and that it is superfluous shows now in this small meas-
ure what has been the trouble all along. The Hon. Pre-
mier took charge of this business all along and he should
know why this subsection was put in this Bill; he should
not make excuse for this section. Why should he stop the
debate just to tell us that we passed the stage in which
you should have spoken on Clause 2. We are speaking
on Clause 4 and he is saying that you should have spoken
on Clause 2. 1 say, we can rise whenever we feel like
rising. You can clearly see the reason why the Attorney
General has put in this Clause is to make it right to
appoint these people a ter the opening of the Session.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, at the risk of

Mr. CHAIRMAN: If you are going to be long I will
have to be relieved.

Mr. TUDOR: In view of that, 1 beg to move that
Your Honour do now report progress and ask leave for
the Committee to sit again.

Mr. BRANCKER: I beg to decond that.

The question was put and resolved in the negative,
the House dividing as follows:-

AYES: Mr TALMA, Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. TUDOR
and Mr. BRANCKER - 4.

NOES: Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS, Hon. M.E.
COX, Hon D.D. GARNER, Hon. R.G. MAPP, Mr. THORNE,
Mr. T.W. MILLER, Mr. VAUGHAN and Mr. BRYAN - 8.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman,

Hon. M.E. COX: Mr. Chairman,  the hon. member
cannot speak again. Put the substantive question.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member was going to
speak and I asked him if he was going to be long, I would
have to be relieved. He has given away so that I should
be relieved; therefore, he is in order to speak.

(A VOICE IN THE GALLERY: He is in orderl)
Hon. M.E.COX: Put that woman out of in here.
(The visitor left the Gallery) ' »

Hon. M.E. COX: I want to draw to Your Honour's
attention the rule that if a motion is put and decided in
the negative for the adjournment or postponement of a
debate that the hon. member who makes that motion and
the hon. member who seconds it lose their right to speak.
They cannot speak again on the substantive motion.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a point of
order. The House is in Committee and the motion was
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that Your Honour should report progress and ask for
leave for the Corrmittee to sit again. That motion is not
an amendment to the substantive motion; therefore even
if it is defeated, you still retain the right to speak. No-
body but the Hon. Minister would say that is wrong.

Hon. M.E. COX: That sort of thing happened only
two or three weeks ago just before the Session came
to an end. '

Mr. CRAWFORD: Not in Committee,
Mr. TUDOR rose to speak again.

Hon. M.E.COX: The Hon. member cannot speak
again.

VOICES: Oh, nol Oh, nol Why can’t he speak again?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I think we are losing time.

Mr. TUDOR: If I understood Your Honour, I am
given permission to proceed.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am not allowing any more debate
until 1 ar relieved of my duties or this House stands
adjourned.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1 am not entertaining anything.

Mr. WALCOTT: It is aot a matter of your enter-
taining me It is a matter of Parliament not being broken
up. There is no midway between that. A member must be
speaking on a motion is being put, I am going to move
a motion

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Leader of the House
quoted a rule and the Clerk is looking for it. I am await-
ing that.

6.25 p.m.

Mr. TUDOR: Is it your pleasure that I should pro-
ceed, Mr. Chairman?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You are in order to proceed, but
I will not sit here despite what the hon. Leader of the
House might think. I will not. be tied in this Chair as he
might think.

M . TUDOR: As Your Honour pleases.

After a pause, ‘

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, the motion which
was negatived just now, was a motion that you do now

report progress and ask for leave for the Committee
to sit again. That was several minutes ago. If Iam in
order now, and I submit that I am in order, I am moving
that Your Honour do now report progress and ask for
leave for the Committee to sit again.

Mr. TUDOR: 1 beg to second that,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: If the Hon. Leader of the House
does not do anything, I will get up and leave.

Hon. ME.COX: Mr. What must I do?
My hands are tied.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I think it is an advantage which
you are taking of me.

Hon M,E.COX: We cannot make the motion for
the adjournment of the House when you are in the Chair.
(ASIDES:) The motion for reporting progress has been
defeated.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: For the second time I say I am
leaving the Chair if I am not relieved.

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: May 1 suggest with
the greatest possible respect to your ruling, that a motion
for reporting progress which has been negatived is the same
as if a motion for the adjournment is negatived. There is
not the shadow of a doubt that that is the English practice.
1 suggest, with the greatest possible respect, that this
debate has lasted very long and everybody has said what
he has to say.

Mr.TUDOR: On a point ot order. 1 have not yet
spoken.

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: That is a point of
interruption, not a point of Order. May 1 just remark
that every member on that side has already spoken and
every member on that side who wanted to say anything,

“has said it? None of us would want to keep Your Honour
in the Chair longer than you desire to remain there.
May I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that you should
put the question now, the question for the passing of this
Section?

Chairman,

—

May 1 suggest, Sir, that you put the question now
to Section 47

Although the Rules speak of an amendment or an
adjournment o the Debate, if you refer to May's -

Mr. WALCOTT: You can refer to ‘‘ June'.

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: When it suits hon. ﬂ
‘“shouters’’ opposite they will refer to May’'s. We have '
a Rule that says in broad, general language that the Debate
in Committee, unless it specifically says something dif
ferent from what it says in the Housg, should follow the
practice in the House. There are times when you speci-
fically see in a Rule in Committee something different
from what obtains in the House and every school boy
knows that.

Mr. TUDOR: On a point of order,

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: I am only attempting
to help the House.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I have asked to be relieved of
the Chair, this is the third time, and I am going to relieve
myself

Mr. CHAIRMAN, at this point,
walked out of the chamber. Mr. SPEAKER took the Chair
and adjourned the House through disorder for half an hour. l

6.35 p.m.

kg

left the Chair and

On resumption.

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN

Hon. M.E.COX: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move that
the hon. junior member for the City (Mr. T.W. Miller)
be appointed Chairman for the remainder of this Sitting.

Hon. D.D,Garner: 1 beg to second that.
The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.
Mr. SPEAKER: On the Adjournment, the House w “_
in Committee of-Supply. ;n Ale S~ Con. A»-M)dw& . ;
Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House resumed ‘
Committee of Supply, Mr. T.W. Miller being in the Chair.

Mr, TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, had it not been for
the unfortunate occurrence which took place when the Com
mittee last met, I might have been further on in my speech
in this debate by now, and this debate by now might well
have bee:s concluded, I wish to say personally that it is
not fitting in a debate of this nature when Constitutional
changes are being considered, that we should see such
a blaring example of the scant respect which is paid
to the decencies of Parliamentary life, because itis true
to say, Mr. Chairman, that if Parliamentary life itself
is not kept up to the highest possible level, constitutional
arrangements come to nothing, because almost all con-
stitutional changes, at any rate in the British Common-
wealth, not only originate in Parliament, but should have
their final sanction there. To change.the constitution and
to maintain the same low standard of Parliamentary
conduct is to argue against a change in the constitution
itself,

2 v i

Now, Sir, I agree entirely with all that has been
said on this side of the House, not only with the very
forceful . and. quite illuminating speech of the hon. senior
member for St. Peter, but also by the speeches made by
my colleagues, the hon. senior member or St. Philip
and the hon senior member for Christ Church, since the
House was in Committee; but 1 disagree with them, per-
haps, on this one point. The burden of all the speeches
made so far was actually to appeal to some sense of reason
or fairplay, which in the minds of the speakers, appeared !
to motivate the Premier. 1 shall not waste that time. I do ~
not think, for instance, that in arguing with him on Con-
stitutional or other matters you can appeal to reason or
to logic, because it is clear to everybody by now that
he has certain fixed motives, and any amendment to the
constitution to contemplate an extension to the principle
of self-government will bear fruit only to the extent
if other people, even under the present circumstances,
take the Constitution and work it as best as they can;
but to rely on him for guidance or to hope that he will
be fair in what he does is to ask too much.

7.15 p.m.
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4 is really the operative clause of this Bill. It is true
that .Clauses 2 and 3 to a certain extent follow the pattern
laid dow: under the provisions of the Act of the Legis
lature but it is Clause 4 which brings us to the present
position. That Clause makes it lawful for the Governor
after a Session of the Legislature has begun to appoint
members of the House or of the Other Place as members
of the Executive Committee. Now, the House of Assembly
and its Committee are the bodies entirely concerned with
the provision of funds to pay members of the Executive
Committee and it was an unpardonable insult in the course
of this debate when the Ho.. Premier said that no Legis-
lature ever had the right. Presumably he meant that no
Legislature had the right to say how many members should
be appointed. Certainly we have no right to appoint but
‘we have the right to pay; and where Government funds
are concerned, the popular Chamber is guardian of the
public funds and any protest whose object is to limit the
‘number of Minsters who have to be paid out of public
funds is a protest which is very much in order. These
constitutional changes did not just begin today; they have
had a very long beginning. They go back in a piecemeal
_fashion to certain things already done in this Legislature
and done in Barbados and which were the orerunners’
of this Clause which we are doing. I pointed out that the
dignity of this Chamber suffers immeasurably if the
House accepts that challenge. If 1 may digress for a mo-
ment, Mr. Chairman, when the Hon. Dr. Cato became a
member of the Executive Committee, he becme a member
of the Executive Committee at a time when the Estimates
for the then Financial Year had already been approved
by this House and the Appropriation Bill had been passed by
both Houses of the Legislature; yet the Hon. Dr. Cato
was paid a salary. He was paid a salary for at least
three months before new Estimates were introduced. How
was it possible for a salary to be paid to a new member
of the Executive Committee and the then House of As
sembly was not asked to approve of it? Of course, it
can be argued against that, that the Government always
has at its disposal funds on which it can call, but there
is it, you have a case which vitiates the whole argument
which the Hon. Premier was putting up. Had it been ex-
actly the rule then no person had been appointed to the
Executive Committee unless provision had first been made
for salary, we should not have had that. I contend that
if three months before a salary was provided, a person
was paid as a member of the Executive Committee, there
was a tase where money was wrongly applied because
funds not voted by the House were used to pay a salary;
and 1 feel that the Accountant General of the colony was
quite wrong to authorise that sort of payment. It was that
example which brings it more forcibly to my mind how
dangerous a thing we are asked to do by giving the Gov-
ernor power to appoint after the beginning of a Session
any number of Ministers.
Sir, it is not worthwhile arguing the point that a

Prime Minister has it in his sole discretion to make
members of his party Ministers so long ashe controls
the Majority Party. How can you compare a constitutional
convention in Great Britain which is a sovereign and
independent state, not even to speak of its length of con-
stitutional experience, with a situation obtaining in a Bri-
tish colony? How can you do that with a place like Bar
bados where you can only get full self-government when
the whole area becomes independent; where failing the
independence of the whole area, failing the federation of
all these colonies, each island no matter how far ahead
it comes along, self-government will still be attained
in some aspects and some aspects of its colonial status

s ;wm still be retained?
-t

Sir, in the appointment and selection of a Cabinet,
it is impertinence and the greatest effrontery for any
colonial Chie¥' Minister to compare himself with Lord
Attlee in status. To compare one's self with Lord Attlee
is the same as if to compare a racehorse which you have
to be careful about,r which you have to feed with brandy
and to see that it is well watered and put in a comfortable
stable and well groomed with an old cart horse which
you use on the Wharf to cart about coals and wood, a d
for which after its day’s work you throw some ashes
in its galls, put it under a ‘‘duncks’’ tree and throw some
chaff in front of it.

If the time has come when the Hon. Premier must
leave Barbados; of course, that is to say if the rest of
us who have to vote permit him, let him go in peace;
him leave us in no confusion! It is nothing peculiar that
there is such a terrible fight to site the West Indian
Capital at Chaguaramus because it is notable that the
word can only be rhymed with the word ‘‘ignoramus’’and
in that respect, he should be the first Prime Minister
of the Federation.

The next point is this; If the argument is that the
Session has already begun and therefore nothing remains
to be done but to give this power to the Governor, that is
all the more reason why the specific number should be
put down. Unless you do that, you are saying that your
argument is for any time and any session, whether that
session of the Legislature is long or short. It shows that
you are so uncertain as to what you are doing that you
find it necessary to create Ministers here and there.

Sir , it is not a question of whether five, six or
seven Ministers are enough to rule Barbados; it isa
question of getting a realistic assessment of things and
requirements as to administering this island with its
population, according to the distribution of seats in the
Legislature and all of that can be ascertained before
hand It is a waste of time replying to the point of these
wide powers when the particular situation as regards
the party opposite makes it necessary for this uncertainty
to go on; therefore, members on this side of the House
must protest against the rewarding of party supporters
at the expense of the public. I say that it is wrong to make
constitutional ar-angements of such a nature that they
can benefit the Majority Party only.

7 25 p.m.
There is a lot to be said for having a Ministerial form

There is a lot to be said for having a Minsterial
form of Government and there is also a lot to be said
for making the representatives of the people more re-
sponsible for administering the affairs of the people;
but Mr. Acting Chairman, he must be a very bad constitu-~
tionalist as not to see that there are certain things which
go along with constitutional advancement. Therefore, it is
only an attempt to hoodwind popple - those with minds less
acute than others - to argue that the situation in Barbados
is so uncertain or is so hard to understand that you have
to leaveawide discretionin the hands of the Prime Minister.

With respect to the appointment to the Other Place,
1 only wish to say unlike the hon.senior member for St
Peter, that I believe in a two-chamber form of Legislature.
Thereiore, 1 respect the Other Place not only because it
is there, but because I believe it is a good thing to have
it. That is not to say that I accept it in its present form,
and 1 wish to be associated in the protest made by the
hon. member against what I think to be a very dishon-
ourable act, to be flouting the will of the electorate so
early in this session.

I have reason to believe that the appointment is
a good one and that the gentleman concerned will be the
most efficient of the Ministers with probably one excep
tion; because it is a good appoi.tment, there is all the
more reason why the person’s chances should not be
spoiled by the application of a bad principle. But here
again, my general ob ection holds good. There .s no-
thing to prevent this House or this Committee from being
told three months from now that the pressure and volume
of work in the Other Place has so increased that it is
iecessary to have another Minster or a ‘‘stand-in’’ for -
the Minister. If that happens, whoever is to provide the
salary would not be in a position to say whether the
Minister needs help or not, because the manner in which
these things are done makes it difficult for any proper
assessment to be made by the one body which is respon-
sible for doing so, and I therefore, caution this Committee
most strongly that it is a very dangerous thing which
we are being asked to do. )

I care quite a lot for the privileges of this House-
as a Legislature and I thi k that far more harm than good
is done to this Legislature by persons who are undermini g
its authority and setting it at nought, and even by the
persons who may be the occasion of the little rows and
quarrels which take place from time to time. Rows and
quarrels which are . ecessary at times are the power and

. Prerogative of the Legislature, This constant chipping

away of the authority of the Assembly by these constitu-
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tional devices takes away from year to year and from
time to time the power of the House to say how public
funds should be spent. The Chief Justice and the Governor
of this colony both have their salaries made available
by Acts of the Legislature so that if at any time there
was not enough money in the Treasury or only enough
to pay salaries, the salaries of the Chief Justice and the
Governor would have to be paid, because that is the law
of the land; but all other expenditure has to b: appro-
priated and you do not appropriate it until you know wheice
the money is coming. A principle of great importance .
is involved; it is not just a question of appointing another
Minister or two; it is a question as to whether or not
the Committee of this House is content to give up the
powers of the House which it has been enjoying ever
since there was a House. 1 do not know of any better method
of crying a halt to the taking away of theprivelegesof
the House in saying how money is to be spent than by
recording our vote aginst the passing of this particular
Clause,

The question that Clause 4 stand part of the Rill was
put and resolved in the affirmative, the Committee dividing
as follows:-

AYES: Mrs. BOURNE, Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS,
Hon. M.E.COX, Hon. D,D.GARNER, Hon. R,G. MAPP,
Messrs. THORNE: SEARLES, VAUGHAN and BRYAN - 9.

NOES: Messrs WALCOTT, GODDARD, TALMA,
CRAWFORD, TUDOR and BRANCKER - 6.
On the motion of Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS, seconded

by Hon. M.E. COX, Mr. ACTING CHAIRMAN reported the pass-

the PRill in Committee..

of

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly
On motions of Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS, seconded
by Hon. M.E. COX in each case, the Bill was read a third

time and passed. lS ’ 6-'2' o.ANo 9-

7.35 p.m.

Mr SPEAKER The next Order of the day stands
in the name of the Hon. Premier, to: move the passing
of a Resolution to approve the Order entitled ‘“The Civil
Establishment (General) (Amendment) No.19 Order, 1957."

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, 1 am
asking leéave for the Minister of Agriculture to do this
in as much as it concerns his Ministry I understand that
the Order was laid beiore the House, and this is more
or less a- Resolution to approve of it. I should also be
glad if the Minister would deal with Order No. 3 as well.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Premier is ask ng leave
for the Minister o Agriculture to take charge of Orders
Nos.2, and 3, and unless there be any objection, leave
will be granted.

There being no objection, leave was granted.

Hon.D.D,GARNER: Mr. Speaker, as you will see
:rum the Addendum, this Order is entitled the Civil
Establish rent (General) (Amendment) No.18 Order, 1957,
and was laid in the Legislature in the last Session. The
object of this, Sir, is to create the post of Assistant
Co-operative Officer to assist in the duties of the senior

ing

Co-operative Officer in that Department. For .some time

now this branch of the Department was established, but
-it was badly under-staffed; hence the work of the Co-
operative Officer had to be diverted from time to time
and even the senior Officer himself had to be seconded
elsewhere.

We have seen, Sir, what has been the outcome of
.these various shifts” from place to place, and we are
satisfied that there is need for a Assistant Co-operative
Officer, so that when the time comes for the senior Co-
operative Officer to go on leave or to undergo a course
of training sm'that we can carry co-operation in the island
further than it is today, then there will be someone who
is trained and accustomed to the work in the ofrice to
carty on such duties. I think that this has been long overdue,
inasmuch as I feel that co-operation might be taught
more profusely in the island and should be given more
emphasis, especially in the agricultural field. There is
a dire need tor such an officer
the success of the co-operation in this island and upon
the best staff you can place in the, field to teach those

i~asmuch as it depends on

who engage in this sort of work what it really means,
and to teach them how to get about the ;ob.

I do not think that any hon. member will think this
is a waste of money, because in other countries they are
doing a ine job of it, and there is need for such a Depart-
ment. Quite recently a Conference was held in Curacao
and 1 have had the good fortune of seeing a couple of let-
ters returning from that august body giving praise to our
Senior Officer. They spoke very well of him and Iam
sure he can do much more if he had somebody to work
along with him and spread the gospel of co-operation
among the peasants and others in this island.

I do’ not know how hon. members feel about it,
but the Ministry and I as a Minister feel there is a burning
need for the spread of the gospel. It is done elsewhere
and it teaches people how to get together and provide
thrift societies and so on. I might say that at the moment
this organisation is a standstill, because for some time
now the senior Officer has been seconded elsewhere
and there was nobody under him capable of carrying on
his duties; thereiore, Sir, in order to get that branch in
an up to-date manner, we have to come to the Legislature
and ask that this Officer be given a post. Without this
Officer we are getting nowhere in the field of co operation,

" and co-operative among the peasants and other people is

a “‘must”’, and I hope, Sir, that not for the sake of opposi-

tion will hon. members vote against this, because there

is a growing need for that particular Ofﬁcer, and I may

add, Sir, that unless you pay a certain amount of money

as salary, you cannot get the right type of person. There

is no need to be cheeseparing about it; in order to get

this work done you must have somebody who understands

this work and who can get among the people with their-
various problems and teach them.

When you think that we want to encourage the peas-
antry of this country to join in several bodies where they
can help themselves co-operatively, I do not think that
this question should take five minutes to resolve. 1 may
mention one particular instance in passing, Sir. 1 suppose
Your Honour is well aware that we have the Sugar Agree-
ment in London whereby if the peasants got together and
formed themselves into co-operatives and sent in a cer-
tain amount of canes, they would derive greater benefits;
but with no one to guide them they are still foundering.
We need such Officers to go out and organise these people
and help them to keep proper books, to create a proper
system and teach them the value of co-operation.

I need say no more about this except that the
senior Oficer has been slated for an increase. There
was an anomaly some time ago and we are seeking to
rectify that today. You will observe, Sir, that it is pro-
posed to move him from the scale G.5 - G.3 ($3,528-
4,944) at which he now stands to G.5 - G.2 ($3,528 x 144 -
4,392: 4,560 x 192 = 5,520. You will observe from the
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note that this will be placing him on par with the Fish- |

ery Officer, Irrigation Officer and the Chief Agricultural
Extension Officer; I feel, Sir, that we would be lacking
in our duty if we did not correct that anomaly.

The next one, Sir, as I said before is the creation
of an Assistant Co-operative Officer on the scale 42,640
x 120 - 3,360. I think I have made these facts undoubtedly
clear and do not think 1 need repeat what I have said be-
fore; but that Department cannot go forward unless we have
this particular Officer attached to the Staff.

7.45 p.m.

Now , Sir, 1 may add that although the Chief Co~
operative Officer has been seconded sometime ago to
the post of Chief Agricultural Extension Officer we have
now been able to get somebody to fill that post, and there-

fore, he has relinquished that acting appointment. We do |

want to go forward along co-operative lines and in order
to allow this officer to be sent out for training (which is
badly lacking), we must have this other officer appointed
so that the work can be carried on. At present there is
nobody who can carry on that work.

As regards the Office Superintendent, the staff of
the department is very large and it has been put up on
several occasions that that particular office should be
revamped and instead of naming the holder of that post
Office Superintendent, you should name him Executive
Secretary. In so doing it carries greater responsibility;
therefore, it must carry a larger salary. We have had

oy
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special investigation into this particular situation and 1 to be built all over tﬁe country - itis essennai tﬁat Ee

can say that everything is in a favourable ~anner. Per
sonally, I fecl it should be done. With the amount of work
which is. undertaken in that Department I feel that the
ofiicer who is in charge has the duties of an Executive
Secretary.

As hon members will read further down in the
Addendumn, this is in keeping with the recommendation
of paragraph 141 of the Salaries Commissioner’s Report
and is designed to relieve the Director of a great part
oi the burde of executive and minor administrative work
So as to enable him to devote more time to the profes-
sional side of his duties and matters involving major
policy.

On that particular score, I am not altogether satis-
fied with exactly how the operational work is carried on.
Sometime we get a bottleneck between the Ministry and
that Department. However, i due course the Legislature
would know something more of that.

I do wish to emphasize to hon. members that these
are matters which have been carefully studied and sev-
eral meetings were held over these things. If the Island
is to go forward, we must have these people. It is not a
question of creating jobs for friends. 1 am not ashamed
to say that our people need a considerable amount of
teaching in co-operatives. Mr. Speaker, if 1 may digress
to say this: how can the people of this colony learn any-
thing of co-operation or co-operatives if they have no
one to teach them? In marketing and things of that na-
ture, you have to.teach the people how to get around
those things as well as how to organise and in order to
do that you must have adequate staff, This Order seeks
to do it I hope I have explained it fully. I think all hon.
members are intelligent and I think all hon. members
feel that there is need for these people. If there is any
question any hon.member may wish to ask, and I have
the answer, I will be only too pleased to give him the
answer. 1 beg to move that this Resolutioi do now pass.

Hon. R.G.MAPP: I beg to second that.

Mr. VAUGHAN: Mr. Speaker, | was very happy
to hear the comments on the lack of experts or highly
efficient co-operative officers as far as agriculture is
concerned. In agricultural communities like Barbados
where development of small holders in agriculture is
becoming continually more important, co-operatives have
come to be recognised as an esgential part in the devel-
opment of that agriculture. However, I must warn the Hon.
Minister that successful co-operatives is a highly tech-

‘nical job; it is one of these technical jobs where the high-

est technique is in the type of human being appointed to
do the job. It is a huma type of job; that is to say, no
matter how ma.y ideas a person may.have, if you appoint
a person unfamiliar with the ways of the local peasantry
he will be a failure. 1 repeat, regardless of whom it
ofiends, we have a tradition of appointing square pegs
in round holes. Sometimes jobs are created ,ust in order
to oblige certain persons around the place. If the Hon.
Minister really wants - and I presume he wants from

his speech a highly trained officer in co-operatives, he
should advertise for one in one of the colonies where

agricultural co-operatives are highly successful - a col-
ony like British Guiana. The Hon. Minister of Agricul-

ture has just come rom India and I think he is aware of

the success and popularity of agricultural co-operatives
in India I think he is aware that an official by the name
of Mr. Strickland has written of the co-operative move-
ment in India and Africa.

Sir, 1 am pleasingly surprised to hear that people
in this island are becoming so interested and successful
co operatives that we need a second Co-operative
Officer. I must emphasize that from popular talk, the co
operative mgyement So far has pbeen a pretty poor effort
and I think that one of the reasons is because the Co-op-
erative Officer up to now has not had enough time nor
experience to apply the maximum ability to his job. It
is .ot only i marketing of canes and getting a few more
dollars per ton or them that co-operatives become use-
ful. The developmeit of all types of co-operatives and the
marketing of them is an essential part of co-operatives.
Now that we are building markets all over the country -
and if they are not yet built, it is planned that they are

~

co-operative movement in agriculture be led by officers
who are inspired with the end product of the movement.
not anybody can be appointed as co-operative officer nor
any favourite who can impress some people or who has
some pull. It :s time to get away from that; we have too
much of that in this country and .t is one of the dangers of
administration in this country. If a second o ficer is
needed - and I stress, if he is needed - that is evidence
that the co operative movement is growing. I am not
competent to say whether he is needed or not, but from
hearsay it is surprising that one is :eeded.

7.55. p.m.

With the assessment I have of the value and im-
portance of the Co-operative Movement in Barbados, I am
glad to hear that a second officer is being appointed, be-
cause it will be felt that the Co-operative Movement will
develop much faster than it is now being developed. There

is nothing at all against the appointment of the second
officer, but he must be an officer of calibre, with the
huran element predominant; he must be easily approach-
able, and he must be acquainted not only with the agri
cultural side, but with the background and psychology .
of the peasants; otherwise, he will be a failure. The
peasant is the most conservative element in society,
and unless you know how to approach him, you can teach
hi ~ nothing.

As regards paragraph 3 of the Addendum to this
Resolution, the replacement of the post of Office Super-
i tendent ~ $3,000 - 3,816 - by a post of Executive Secre-
tary on the scale $3,960 144 - 4,392; 4,560 x 192 - 4,944,
Frankly speaking ,- and I will speak my mind regardless
of whom it may ofiend - this is merely a question of ¢reat-
ing an Office for one of the favourites. One of the great-
est agricultural officers who have been in this country -
perhaps he is the  greatest’ is Dr. Saint, and nobody did
more . important work than he; yet he did not want any
Executive Officer to relieve him so as to be able to do his
technical work, as is set out in this Addendum. There
is plenty staff there and I speak my mind frankly that
this is just a name to give a favourite more money. I
suspect that this is one of those anomalies where the
nomenclature is changed so as to give a favourite more
-money. The Greatest Agricultural Director whom we have
had in our community did not need any officer to relieve
him of any duties, and 1 will say that we have not had
his equal since then and it will be a long day before we
have his equal.

I warn the Hon Minister to have all his wits about
him and not be hoodwinked or soft soaped with this mel-

" low sweet talk {rom some old- time fossilised member

of a iamily who himself should be seeking retirement
in these modern days, because he thinks it a very terrible
revolution that anybody like the hon. 'Junior member for
St. Philip should be the Minister of Agriculture. He has
not accepted the new order .at all; in his heart of hearts
he does not accept it. He still belongs to the old order
psychologically, I am speaking my mind; because of what
1 have said, the Minister must be alert and more than
alert to any suggestions like these putforwardby this)
officer. He will be very suave to the Minister; of course,
he will be suave, This person is that much psychological,
but he does not belong to the new order to which the
Minister belongs. Frankly, I think that this last Para-
graph - (c) - is just a question, I repeat, of giving a fav-
ourite more money The name ‘‘Executive Secretary"
Sounds .high, but the person has no more qualifications
for this job than I have for drawing the plan of a Sputnik.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr Speaker, I have 1o great
quarrel with the post of Co-operative Officer, because
I have no doubt that a plausible case can be made out
for the creation of such a post, and it would not be wise
for one to afford the opportunity of providing the need
of the sixteen registered societies .n this Island with a
total membership of approximately 800 people. If this post:
has been recommended by the Ministry of Agriculture,
which presumably has gone into the agricultural situation.
and has not be:n frightened, so t soaped, cajoled and in
timidated, I am not disposed to interfere with that. What
concerns me, Sir, is the wording of the last part of the
Addendum to this Resolution which deals with the crea-.
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tion of the post of Executive Secietary and the replace-
ment of the post of Office Superintendent. This paragraph
speaks of relieving the Director of a great parto. the
burden of Executive and winor administrative work so
as to enable him to devote more time to the professional
side of his duties and matters involving major policy. 1
am wondering why the Director has been engaged in minor
administrative work... : '

Of course, the Hon. Minister may reply that the
Director has been engaged in this work, and it is because
of that that it is proposed to create this post. Perhaps,
His Honour the Deputy Speaker has heard of some scheme
that one of the aristocratic and ancient farrilies of Bar-
bados has been earmarked for the post; it -:ay be that
the hon. member hears more by way of the grape vine
than on this side of the Table hear. What worries me
in connection with this Addendum is that it .s said that
if you create this post, the Director will be able to devote
more time to the pro:essional side of his duties aiid mat-
ters involving major policy.

The duties of the Director of Science and Agriculture
are fully set out in 15 sub-sections of Section 8 of the De-
partment of Science a::d Agriculture Act, 1925. Those sub-
sections set out his duties very fully, and now that we have
Ministerial Status, I do not see how the Director should
be devoting more time to matters involving major policy
except in the capacity of Senior Adviser to the Hon. Minister.
8.05 p.m.

It isfrom the Minister and hin: alone that major pol-
icy is to originate and be carried through, and with Minis-
terial status there is no justification for the Director feel-
ing that he, even if it were provided amongst his duties in
the Act, is responsible for policy; where there is a Minis-
ter, the Director must be inder hir, however widely versed
in his subject he might be, and it is the Minister that
makes the decisions which involve major policy. I should
not like the Director to think that if we create this post,
he is now free to devote his time not only to the profess-
ional side of his duties but on matters involving major
policy, except in so far as he understands full well that
when he will be devoting more time to these matters, he
is only assisting by advising the Minister, whether it
be the present Minister or any future Minister, to dic-
tate or originate or to accept matters of major policy.

Let the Minister take care and beware, because
when you have a Director and he happens to be a ma:
especially trained, with qualifications and a degree in the
subject in respect of which he is a local Director, he

may well through force of habit, irrespective of being what

we might regard as a member of the erstwhile ruling class
of this country, attempt still to be responsible and to
originate matters involving major policy. That, 1 think,
is a thing of which one must be very care:ul and critical,
and it is at this time when we are asking to create this
post to relieve the Director that he might devote more
time to certain things that we should like the Director to
understand, just in case he does not now fully understand,
that matters involving major policy must come from the
Ministry, because the Minister is responsible. If any-
thing goes wrong, it is the Minister who according to
convention - I do not know if it will be observed in this
country- is to resign and the Director who carries on,
It is the Minister who is responsible for whatever is
wrong, and therefore, let the Director fully appreciate
that policy making under the present system of Govern-
ment comes from and is the exclusive prerogative of the
Ministry and not the Director

Mr. WALCOTT: 1was very pleased to hear the
Minister speak on this Resolution, and more so on the
question of co-operative work. I was really interested
in the speech of the hon. junior member for St. John who
pointed out to ,the Minister certain things which should
be borne in mind.

When you read the Addendum, it makes good read-
ing, but the Minister did not elaborate on this. The Add-
endum reads:- “The expansion in the co-operative move-
ment over the past few years has given rise to the need
for the provision o an Assistant to the Co-operative
Officer. There are now sixteen registered societies with
total membership of approximately 800."' This cannot be
any vast expansion of this movement. I believe that this

Co-operative Officer had been appointed nearly six years
ago, and I doubt very much whether you can call this a
good record for six years. I deal with this number in a
day; 1 am Secretary of an organisation which bas 50,000
me -bers, and we do not have a top heavy sta.f to deal
with this :.umber.

What 1 am going to say will support the hon. junior
member for St. John. I am not satis ied that the time has
come when you need an Assistant Co-operative Officer.
The hon. member micht not agree with me, butl do not
believe that co-operative work as such {fits into the sort
of ideals and aspirations of the Co-operative Officer. The
Co-operative Officer is a trained agriculturist; he was
senior Agricultural Extension Officer. The danger in

Barbados is that you make a post a little higher than some-

thing else and ask us to agree to it, and you are making

a position now in relation to the Fishery Officer and the

Irrigation Officer as well as the Chief Agricultural Ex-
tension Oificer. That is obvious because this man holds
a diploma from the Imperial College of Tropical Agri-
culture, and therefore he will be a man in status equal
to these people; but it does not necessarily mean that
he is a man who has an idea about co-operatives.

Unfortunately, both the Minister and the junior
member for St. John laid emphasis on agricultural co-
operatives. Now, let us be quite factual about it; the
scope for agricultural co-operative work in Barbados is
extremeley limited, If we have to appoint a Co-operative
Officer in Barbados or build co-operation within agricul-
ture, vis-a-vis the estate and land agriculture, is of
such that that is not the sort of development you will be
aiming at in any undeveloped territory. It is by accident
that I found among my papers an article by Professor
D.G. Karve from South Africa which said ‘‘the essence
of co-operation consists in having an association for
meeting the economic needs of members on a non-profi-
teering basis. The application of this principle is not
always possible within the limits of what ordinarily is
called a co-operative society, i.e, a group of persons,
usually small in number, forming themselves into a legal
corporation for a specific purpose.”’

You cannot form a society because you have a
few peasants in Welchman Hall and a few in some other
part ot the island for tlie purpose oi getting better prices
from the various factories. That is not the essence of a
co-operative movement; the essence of the movement
is to go into fields where there is cottage industry, and
in Barbados use is not being made of people who can
make baskets. You should go into that sort of thing and
build up among those people something of importance.

I am one of those people who give the co-opera-
tive movement my whole-hearted support and will do
anything to help them. Further in the report of the Pro-
iessor says:- ‘‘A programme of small industries co-
operatively organised must build within itself the pro-
vision to go on improving standards of technology, as
employment offered by the Industrial development o:f the
community as a whole increases and as larger supplies
of capital become available.”’ This is a man seeing the
needs in South Africa because it is a country in which
the co-operative movement can work. The field is more
limited in Barbados, but it can be useful.

In Nova Scotia there is a society for dealing with
fishermen; this Government provides fishermen with a
lot o help, but there is no attempt whatever to form a
co-operative movement among fishermen. We are really
in need of a positive co-operative movement among fish-
ermen, because this is the type of men whom you can
teach because you meet them by the beaches and you
virtually have co-operative conditions The Co-operative
Officer cannot teach themr, because he has not been given
a course in this, but his brother might know more about
this movement, because when he did a course in Canada,
he paid a lot of attention to that,

8.15 p.m.

1 agree with the hon junior member for St. John that
that would be of no use with the failure of the co-op-
erative movement in Barbados which is so unfortunate,
because you appoint a2 man who is predominantly an
ag icultural ma. to look after co-operatives, one whom
I believe is only skilled in agricultural extension work
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among peasants. That is a different thing from co-op-
erative work. Your Agricultural Department can be of
assistance to people in co-operative work and 1 feel
that the Hon. Minister o: Agriculture, well meaning as
he is, must see that sixteon solieties ar: not enough
to justify the need of a second officer. Ihave not said
that because I wish to withhold support to this matter
because there are only sixteen societies, but you are
in this unfortunate position of paying a salary of $220
a month rising to $280 to this second officer. If you
are thinking in terms of pushing .orward the co-~opera-
tive movement, surely you cannot get a man at this sal-
ary who will be interested in the job. The hon. junior

member for St. John said that this is a job in which you
have to teach people. If this officer has to teach people,
he must be a person who hds absorbed that sort of teach-
ing and must be one who would be able to transmit it to
other people. You would have to increase his salary be-
cause he could not be an officer in that low position.
What has happened is that the officer who is doing this
sort of work here can be attracted outside of Barbados
to do agricultural work, and he is a man qualified to go
outside and get a job in an Agricultural Department at
a higher salary than what he is getting here, I think it
was mooted at one time that he was offered a position
outside. This Government is going to find out that they
cannot keep a man at that salary.

1 do not subscribe to the view that co-operative.
societies over here have been built up. I grant you that
the officer who is in charge of this job is working in a
hard tield because the people in this country are stronly in
dividualistic, and the average peasant considers that by
hard work which he has put in he hasbrought himself to the
position where he is now. Co-operation is the antithesis
of his own background: and so to break that ground, es-
pecially in view of the fact that we have societies where
reasonable’ credits can be grauted to him, will be a hard
job. At present, the Peasant Loan Bank offers a lot of
facilities for peasants; therefore, the field of co-operation
is not going to be a field which is easy to get peasants
to join. The next point to that question is that in Barbados
you have all these credit societies, and the working of
co-operatives depends on cash. It is wellknown that where
you have a small shop operating you cannot get a co~-opera-
tive shop operating because it does not operate on credit.
There are many features against the co-operative move-
ment in Barbados, but with all that there is room for
extension in the co-operative moveme:t, and I think that
is the task more than building it up.

1 am somewhat hesitant of the need at this time
of another co-operative officer but I am not going to
Spoil the Minister’s efforts. If you are going to get the
right man - I am a bit different about it - that is all well
and good. I speak with a lot of reservations when I say
that from the present co-operative movement in this
colony it does show that the peasant is not a co-operator
in the high enthusiastic sense.

In so far as the Office Superintendent is concerned,
I do not think I can offer much criticism on that, I will
say that I do not subscribe to the views of hon. members
of the Opposition so far as the wording is concerned. I
would say this: I do not know what experience these
Ministers have with the present Director of Agriculture,
but during the years that 1 was a member of the Execu-
tive 1 found the present Director of Agriculture to be
very co-operative; I never found him to be of any obstacle,
That has been my experience,

So far as the post of Executive Secretary is con-
cerned, I should tell hon. members of the House that you

™ have put yourself in for it already. You began in all of

kY,

the small departments and put certain officers up toa
particular standdrd .and this is where you have to ace
facts. If you go to non-productive departmems and you
put a string of executives in them, what must you do when
you come to a2 productive department like this Depart~
ment of Agriculture? Let us not fool ourselves. A first
class agricultural department means a lot to this commu-
nity. 1 would not be against having the status of Office
Superintendent raised to Executive Secretary and as a
matter of fact, I .eel that a place like the Agricultural

. Department is more deserving of an Executive Secretary

at its head than mauy of those service Departments which

you have. I teel the Director of Agriculture should not

be burdened with office work so that he would be able to

devote more of his time to the professional side of the

job and to the implementing of the policies of the Depart-

ment, It has been my experience that it wanted revamping
even in the building structure. You want such a structure

as to get a better low of work and ]l think you ought to
have a building constructed on more modern lines, AS

I have said, I am not opposed to raising the post of Of-

fice Superintendent to Executive Secretary and paying

a better salary, because I feel in that Department there

is a lot of work to be done, and I may say that itis a

very eificient department and much more efficient than

the Public thinks it is. The reason why the public does
not think so is because you have there a lot of people
who do not fall down on the work and make you believe

that they have more work than they have to do. I say this:
the Agricultural Department of Barbados can bear com-

parison with any Agricultural Department in the Carib-

bean. You must also bear in mind that you have to con-

centrate more on sugar and that department is the source

from which you depend for experiments in the growth
of the industry

My only doubt, and I say this quite humbly, is about
the need for Assistant Co-operative Officer but the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture is calling upon us for assistance.
He has told us that there are sixteen societies with eight
hundred people, but that does not impress me because
when you take an analysis of these societies, they are
just societies around the town. Of course when it comes
to Credit Unions and such things of co-operation, those
are matters of educating and teaching people how to do
the ob. It is true, if you get more people joining these
societies you will have to get someone to teach these
matters. However, 1 am satsfied that in these things,
and as the hon. junior member for St. John has said, you
do not always have the right officer to do the job, and I-
know that it is a very diffcult thing to get a Co-operative
Oificer because they are not people who are unemployed;
they are not on the sidewalks. I agree with the hon. junior
member for St. John when he said that you will have to
advertise for one either in British Guiana, Trinidad or
Jamaica. 1 do know that in Jamaica the Scheme for co-
operation is first-class and there is a Field Ofticer
in the Caribbean by the name of Mr. Bayley who knows
what he is about in that respect. The scheme for co-op-
eration in Jamaica s very much better than it is in Bar-
bados. However, 1 doubt very much that you will be able
to attract an officer from those parts. Surely, you cannot.
attract a Co-operative oificer from British Guiana, Tri-
nidad or Jamaica at a salary of $220 rising to $280 a~
month,

8.25 p.m.

As Salaries are in Barbados today, it does not
make much difference between a salary of $150 a month
and a salary of $200 a month when you are setting out
an advertisement for the quality of person you require.
If you are advertising for somebody to work for $150
a month or $200 a month, it makes no difference in the
type of applicant. This salary could only attract somebody
who is too old for the race, or a youngster who is just
from school and who has not got the experience of carry-
ing on the job. I would like to give the Hon. Minister this
officer, but 1 am wondering -- I know it would not be
politic for him to tell this House - how long he expects
to retain this officer. There is not much future in this
office for your Agricultural Officer although the salary
has risen higher over the years than that of the Co-op-
erative Officer. 1 am sure that this officer’s salary has
risen more than that of the Co-operative Officer over a
period since he was appointed as Agricultural Ofiicer.
By what you are now doing, you are likely to pitch a job
at a higher rate than it deserves.

Mr, Speaker, I would not be dogmatic about that,
because I have not made any close study of what Co-op-
erative Officers get in other countries, but 1 do not think
this salary weighs with me, because I do not think you
have reached the stage where you need a second officer.

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, in upgrading the salary
of this Co-operative Officer, we are simply bringing it
into line with the posts as set out such as the Fishery




Officer and those off:cers who are termed as Junior tech-
nical officers. This is a matter of regularising what has
always existed and the question of upgrading it is beide
the point. This is a question of putting an officer on the
same footing as other officers. In so far as whether this
officer has done good work or whether he needs assist-
ance well, I think good work has bee . done within
recent years and I think that that is the reason why this
officer needs assistance with the uphill task which he has
before him. To expect one officer to cope with the whole
island is to expect too- m:uch. It is within my knowledge
that the Peasant Agricultural Officers are forming groups
and trying to bring about these societies. I feel pleased
tosee that the societies have reached as far as sixteen
“in nurber and I think that this Co-operative Officer needs
assistance,because, as 1 have said, this is an uphill task.

In the past the Co-operative Officer has had to
perform two jobs and very little of his time was concen-
trated on co-operative work. This Officer is not only
called upon to do the job of Co~operative Officer, but
also that of the Chief Agricultural Extension Oificer,
with the result that his time was not concentrated on
the main job. To say that he does not need assistance
would mean that we have reached the goal, whereas,
in truth and in fact, that is .ot the case, Itis a act that
a lot still remains to be done in the field of co-operatives
and to expect one officer to perform this task is expecting
too much. T would like to see the Co-operative Officer
settle down on the work of co-operatives and let the De-
partment be given all the assistance and drive which are
necessary.

In so far as the Registrar of Co-operatives is con-
cerned, the Hon. Minister should revise that question.
I think that if the Registrar of Co-operatives were at lib
erty - it is not a question of having only one co-oper-
ative Day in the year, but it is a question of having co-
speratives from day to day and from night to night. I
think that another Co-operative Officeris needed very much.

As regards paragraph 3, of the Addendum to this
Resolution, it is a question of upgrading this post and
giving it a name, In reality, we are not doing anything new,
because somebody already performs the work of Executive
Secretary. It is a question of bringing to the attention of
the House that this post exist and the person who is
doing this job should be compensated on a higher scale.
This is not anything new as it looks; I happen to know
that there is one who is doing the job of Executive Sec-
retary, so that this is only a question of regularising
what is already m existence and it is a step in the right
direction.

8.35 p.m.

To - suggest that we do not need these officers would not
be stating the true state of affairs, because they are
already in existence and it is only a question of regu-
larising them and proceeding in the way it has heen done
in the last few years.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Speaker, the remarks of the
hon. member who has just sat down have been rather
illuminating, especially since he has been a former Min-
ister of Agriculture in the last Government. Now, whether
he was making an apology or whether he was iniorming
the House, this much of what he said interested me
very much, and it is this: that the present Co-operative
Officer cannot fully discharge his duties as a Co-op-
erative Officer since he was still doing agricultural ex-
tension work.

Now, if that is so, can the House really be satis-
iied that there is a need ior an Assistant? If the Officer
has been partly periorming his duties, does that Officer
know from such an experience that he really needs an
Assistant? That is sheer examination as a businessman
would examine it. If an Ofiicer, the substantive holder
of a post, has been periorming the functions of two Offi-
cers - the functions of Agricultural Extension Officer
and that of Co-operative Officer, irom those experiences,
can he really inform Government that there is a need
for an Assistant? 1 have very strong reasons to doubt

“irom that.

. As a matter of fact, Sir, before the hon. ex-Minister
spoke, because unfortunately 1 did not hear the present
Minister when he was addressing the House on this Re-
solution, I was wonderin: myself having heard so little

s O

.of the activities of the- co-op‘.ratxves in this island, if
there really could be the need for a. Assistant Co-~op-

erative Officer, 1 think that now that the Officer will
be taken away :rom the performing the duties of the
Agricultural Extension Otficer, he would be able to throw
his all icto the business of boosting up the Co-operative
movement, and of course make us hopeful for some re-
sults

Quite recently, Sir, 1 was in conversation with
some young man who are actively, engaged in the Credit
Union business - that is another side of the co operatives -
and those indivduals were very despondent, cheerless
and hopeless of the sort of encouragement they got from
the Co operative Officer. 1 agree with what other hon.
membe:s have said that the Barbadian, with his indivi
dualism, will be a very hard nut to crack, and therefore
we do not expect to see co-operatives spring up every-
where over-night; but I want to know, unless a real as-
sessment has been made by the Officer who was active
and who was not handicapped by having to perform other
duties, whether we have any real foundations or could be
satisfied that a case has been properly made out to the
Minister that there is a need now. Maybe there will be
a need next year or Ssometime in the future, but are we
satisfied in the face of what the hon. member for Christ
Church has said, that a true assessment has been made
and that we are really going on safe ground at this stage
in creating the office of an Assistant to the Co-operative
Officer, i

Personally, I feel with my colleague that this
particular Officer has no particular flare for co-oper-
atives. That is my personal feeling on the matter. 1 am
not interested at all in the salary. I am not in a position
to judge what salary should be allocated to this post,
so I am not going to. say anything I do not know enough
about. Judging the matter from what I have heard, 1 am
confirmed in my original doubts as to the necessity at
this stage for creating the post of a second Co-operative
or an Assistant Co-operative Officer.

With regard to the Executive Secretary, Sir, 1
hope that I will be able to avail myself of an old copy
of the Estimates to see whether there were Executive
Secretaries before, but 1 take his word for it that the
Agricultural Department - and I share his view entirely -
is such an important one that if Executive Secretaries
are to be found in Departments that might not be classiiied
as productive Departments, 1 think there is a need for
the creation of the post of Executive Secretary.

1 was listening to hon. members who talked about
policy being laid down by the Director or the danger of
policy being laid down by the Director of Agriculture,
but I see nothing in the Addendum: to warrant remarks
like that, because as I'read it, it said: ‘*This is in keeping
with the recommendation at paragraph 141 of theSalaries
Commissioner’s Report and is designed to relieve the
Director of a great part of the burden of executive and
minor administrative work so as to enable him to devote
more time to the proiessional side of his duties and mat-
ters involving.major policy.” 1 see now where the ‘“‘major
policy’’ comes in, but | think it would have been clearer
if it had read: ** and matters involving the implementa-
tion of major policy.”” The Hon. Minister must see to it
that those who are responsible for these Addendums
should write English clearly enough that the average hon.
member of this House would not be able to find fault
with these omissions. In that, Sir, I see that the Director
has no power whatever and can never have power as far
as creating policy is concerned.

1 listened, Sir, to the remarks of the hon. junior
member for St. John, and I do not think 1 agree with him,

because unless for the purposes of ordinary electioneering, |

1 do not think any Director or any Head o Government
Department could be so stupid as to believe he would not
have to listen to the Minister from whom policy proceeds.
8.43 p.m

Mr. VAUGHAN: 1 rise on a point o. correction. 1
did not say he did not listen to the Minister, That is a
misinterpretation of what I said. I said that because of
his psychology, he does not accept in his heart of hearts
the new order at all;

Vi

Mr. HUSBANDS: Sir, I still eel - never mind how -

Jbitter a pill it may be for some people to see certain

hon. members who are in the position of Ministers being
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responsible for policy of the Departments under their

portiolio - I do think that the type of individualwho is placed -

as Head of a Department in this country today is so stu-
pid as not to accept the fact that the Minister and not
the Director or Head of the Department isthepolicy-
maker; so I do not think the present Hon. Minister of
Agriculture needs bother himself about that. Sir, I still
have very grave doubts as to the necessity of creating

the post of Assistant Co-operative Oificer.
The question that the Resolution do now pass was

put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE CIVIL
ESTABLISHMENT (GENERAL) (AMEND-
MENT) NO. 19 ORDER, 1957

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands
in the name of the Hon. Premier: to move the passing of
the following Resolution:-

Resolution to approve the Order entitled ‘‘The
Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment), No.19 Order,
1957.

Hon. D.D,GARNER: Mr. Speaker, this Order deals
with establishing the post of Soil Conservation Officer.,
The Addendum reads as follows:-

This Order provides for the creation of a post
of Soil Conservation Officer in the Scale $4,560 x 192 -
$5,520 x 240 - $6,240.

Soil Comnservation in the Scotland district 1salong'
term programme and it is essential as the Scheme develops
that there should be a second officer who should be on the
permanent establishment to assist theSenior Conservation:
Officer in the direction and supervision of the Planned
operations and to deputise fo him during his absence,

I take it that hon. membeérs are aware of this need
and I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

" Hon. R.G.MAPP: lbeg to second that.
The question that the Resolution do now pass was
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

10‘!’/5?

put

SITTING SUSPENDED

Hon. M.E.COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that
this sitting be now suspended for three quarters of an
hour.

Hon. D.D.GARNER' I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative.

The sitting was suspended
9.00 p.m.

On re-assembling

. M,E.COX: With Your Honour's permission,
I am moving the hon. senior member rior St. John be
-appointed as Chairman of Committees during the absence
of the Acting Chairman of Committees ~ the hon. Junior
.meruber for the City.

Hon. D.D.GARNER: I beg to second that.
Mr. . T.V%. Miller entered the House and took his seat.

- Hon, M.E.COX: Mr. Speaker, I ask leave to with-
draw my motion.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon. Minister.

COMMITTEE CF SUPPLY
Mr.SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands
name of the Hon. Leader of the House:- To move
the House into Committee of Supply to consider the grant
of sums of moriey for the service of the colony.

' Hon. M.E.COX: I bez to move that Your Honour
do now leave the Chair and the House go into Committee
of Supply, and that it be an instruction of the House when
in Committee of Supply, to deal 'with the Resolution for
$3,500 of which notice was given earlier today.

Hon. D.D.GARNER: 1 beg to second that.
“The motion was put and agreed to

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the 'Touse went

into Committee of bupply, Mr. T.W. MILLER being in the
Chair.

VISIT OF GCVERNOR-GENERAL

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Kt; Mr. acting Chair-~
man, I propose to deal :irstly, with the Resolution for
$3,500 in respect of the visit of the Governor-General
of the West Indies. As hon. members will see from the
Addendum to this Resolution, a Committee has been set
up by the Governor-General of the West Indies. The Com-
mittee has prepared a programme and estimated that
the sum of $3,500 will be necessary to meet the finan-
cial commitments for the programme it has planned.
The sums of money are as follows:-

Decorations and illuminatiuas, $1,200; Government
eatertainment, $700; Police subsistence allowance, $130;
Display by the Police and Marines o: the Ships which will
be visiting at the same time: hire of extra chairs $100;
stages, $240; posts, ropes etc., $100; extra and overtime
labour $200; transport $60; Community and Health Centres,
$500. That makes a total of 3,230;and contingencies are
put down at $270 making a round figure of $3,500.

In view of the very short time be.ore the Governor-
General arrives, it is important that this Resolution
should be passed quickly, and that is why we have asked
the leave of the House to deal with it today. The Governor-
General arrives on the 10th of February, two weeks from
now, and all sorts of things are happening from 38.15 a.m.
He will be met on board the ship he goes to the Chamberlain
Wharf, a salute w:ll be fired and he and his party will land
from the Police launch on the Wharf. He will be received
by the Governor, and so on, he will inspect a Guard of
Honour, there will be a fanfare of trumpets, he will be
conducted to the saluting base, and then he will meet per-
sons in the yard of the Public Buildings. Members of
the Legislature and their wives will be presented to him
and so on, and then he will visit the Technical Institute,
Erdiston Training College, the Colonial Development and
Welfare organisation, Trents Community Centre, the Re-
gional Police Training School, the Gall'Hill Housing Estate,
the Six Cross Roads Centre, Codrington College, Sam
Lord’s Castle and one or two other places of that nature.
He will be visiting the Belleplaine Community Centre
and the Scotland District. Then there will be a display
of the Royal Marines and the Barbados Police Force on
the afternoon of Thursday, 13th February. That roughly
is the programme.

A Committee was set up to afrange a programme
for this visit; they went very carefully into the question
of what should be done for the Governor-General and we
have been given this estimate of the cost,

1 beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.
Hon. M,E.COX: I beg to second that

' 'Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Acting Chairman, this is nor-
mally a non-controversial matter in respect of the Gov-
ernor- General of the West Indies visiting this Island.
While 1 have no objection to the spending of this money,
yet it makes me feel that in many respects, the West
Indies, especially Barbados, where there has been a posi~
tive lack of enthusiasm now that Federation has actually
been inaugurated - it makes me feel that with all of this
money being spent in these areas, the leaders of the
respective areas do not show any enthusiasm for what
theyhave done, andrthis is only a question of window-dress-
ing. Can the West Indies afford to pay this money for
window-dressing? When you think of all the money which
was spent for these plane fares and subsistence allowances
which ran into hundreds of dollars, and then you find at
the last momentthatthere is noenthusiasm where Federa-
tion is concerned, I say that this is the kind of money
with which it would have been better to provide some schooa
children with some bene it or to do semething of a more
positive nature or the benefit oi Barbados than what is
now beinz proposed. It seems to me that it would have
been better for the Governor- General to pay us a rou-
tine visit without this fanfare,

I, personally, feel that the West Indies like to be
‘showing off’, but we do not want to do this sort of thing
for the Govemor-General When the Governor-General
visits Barbados, he wants to meet people, but all these
other things do not mean much.l say that you are not en-
thusiastic about Federation and yet you are spending




3

o

—————

all -of this money. 1 would be a hypocrite if I did not make
these remarks; I am not enthusiastic about this matter,
in so far as what is taking place in the territories.

The question that this Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.
10.00 p. . ’

SUPFLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1957-58 No. 59

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The next Resolution stands in the
name of the Hon. Premier, a Resolution to place the
sum of $3,260 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Committee to supplement the Estimates 1957-58
Part ] - Current, as shown i the Supplementary Es-

timates 1957-58, No.59 which form the Schedule to the
. Resolution.

i

|

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: Mr.Chairman, the
notes to this Supplementary Resolution are very straight-
forward. Cleaning water and light to Government Indus-
trial Schools: the water supply has been increased and the
electricity costs more, which makes up a total of $498.

Under Head XXIII Medical, Health Centres, the
amount voted for travelling expenses is insufficient. As
I said, ii hon. members look at the notes, they will see
that they are perfectly straightforward.

Note 4 reads as follgws:'‘The Laboratory at the
Enmore Health Centre did not commence its functioas
until May of this year, and on the recommendation of the
World Health Organisation Consultant a special stock of
forms for specifying Laboratory tests covering a wide
range of investigations had to be purchased. The pro-
vision in the 1957-58 Estimates was insufficient to meet
this extraordinary expenditure,’’

Under “‘Incidentals’’ the note reads:~ ‘‘In orderto
implement a recent decision of the Government an addit-
ional amount of $202 will be required to provide protec-
tive clothing for certain categories of technical staif, uni-
form for domestic staif, and a water-proof coat for the
watchman at Enmore Health Centre.”’

Under Note 5, part of the wall at Glendairy Prison
fell down because of heavy rains, and the estimated cost
of putting it back is $1,500

1 do not believe thatany of the prisoners have tried
to escape yet. It may be that some of them get a better
time inside than outside and do not want to escape.

Under Note 6 of Head XXXIll - Civil Aviation,
Transportation, hon. members will note that the van for
transporting workers to Seawell is not big enough to
take them all, and some of them have to go by bus. This
amount is to refund them for their bus fares,

1 beg to move that this Resolution :or the sum of
$3,260 do now pass.

Hon. M,E.COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, Note 6 is not clear
as to what it means. It reads as follows:~ ‘‘The transpor-
tation of Seawell Airport Staff has been supplied by the
Transport Board up to 3rd December 1957, when a Station
waggon was provided. As this vehicle cannot transport
all of the staff, refunds are paid to those employees who
travel by bus.

It is now estimated that to meet the full cost of
transportation of the Airport Staff for the current finan-
cial year, a sum of $5,196 will be required, and, as only
a surn of $4,400 has been provided inthe current Estimates,
a supplementary provision of $800 is now required.’”’

Hon. R.G.MAPP: Probably, it would save some
debate i: I told the hon. member that we have decided to
purchase another Volkswagen, and the amount will be
brought in the Estimates.

Mr. WALCOTT: I thank the Minister very much.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, may I protest

against the rhanner in which the Resolutions are now

printed, and the inconvenience in reading them as they
are now compared with how they were done before. As
it is, the Estimates are printed broadwise, then you have
to turn the sheet lengthwise to read the notes. As it was
beiore, the Estirhates were printed facing the notes, aud
you could read them without having to turn the sheet around.
You might understand, but in your absence there is no
member on that side who might be able to.

Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Chairman, under XXIlI- Medical,

Note 4 deals with the provision of protective clothing for
the technical staff, uniform for domestdc staff and a water-
proof coat for the watchman at Enmore Health Centre.

I should like to suggest to Government that it seems to
me that they have not gone far enough with these water-
proof coats, because there are other Departments of Gov-
ernment like the Waterworks and Highways and Transport
which employ watchmen, and 1 should like to know why
you should select the watchman at Enmore to provide him

with a waterproof coat. I would suggest that similar means

of protection be provided for the employees at the Water-

works and Highways and Transport.

Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS: He might bea man
who would not sleep through a rain, but 1 will bear in mind
the hon member’s question and make enquiries. We have
voted money for protective clothing for the Waterworks
employees -~ leggings and cloth boots - but I cannot say
offhand all the categories of Government employees who
have protective clothing. I will make the necessary en-
quiries and give the information to the hon.member.

The question that the Resolution do now pass was

put and resolved

in the affirmative without division.

>
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Hon.D,D.GARNER: Mr. Chairman, this is an omni-
bus Resolution in which they are a few items connected
with the Department of Science and Agriculture. The
amount needed under ‘‘Furniture and Equipment’’ is $660,
and the note reads as follows:- ‘“The staff of the Depart-
ment of Science and Agriculture has recently beenincreased
by the addition of one Senior Peasant Agricultural In-
structo, one Assistant Livestock Officer, two Senior Agri~-
cultural Assistants and two Typists. More office furni-
ture is required for the use of these additional officers
and this Resolution seeks the requisite funds.”

I think you will observe, Sir, from time to time
that we have been making additions to staif, and there-
fore if you employ more people you need more iurniture
and things of that sort, so this seeks to rectify that posi-
tion.

The next item ‘‘Reconstruction of Foreman’s House
at Bullens’ is new and the note reads as follows:~ “‘In
1956-57 an amount of $3,500 was provided for the recon-
struction of the foreman’s quarters at Bullens Agriculture
Station, but the work was not completed by the end of the
Financial year when a balance of $197 lapsed. It is now
proposed to complete the job (e closures etc.) and a re-
vote of $180 is required.”’

The other item - Roads - is new, and we are asking
for $1,700. The note reads as follows:~ “In 1956-57 an
amount o/ $4,000 was provided for the re-conditioning of
roads at the Pine Plantation. Work progressed slowly
owing to the difficulty inobtaining the necessary equip-
ment at suitable times and at 31st March, 1957, the pro-
gramme was incomplete and a balance of $1,706 lapsed.
A revote of $1,700 is now required to complete the job.””

I think it is straightforward that during the crop
season and during the rainy weather we could not repair
the roads, and now it is thought an appropriate time to
do so. We are asking a revote of this money to continue
with that particular job.

10.10 p.m.

As regards Item No.116, (New) Furniture for Agri~
cultural Stations, the note to it in the Addendum reads
very plainly. It is as follows:~

““In October, 1956, an amount of $5,400 was provided
to meet the cost of providing basic furniture for the
six Government owrad houses occupied by the Peasant
Agricultural Instructors at the District Agricultural Sta-~
tions, Owing to the need for the purchase of furniture of
termite resistant material, progress has been relatively
slow and by 318t March, 1957, an unexpended balance of
$3,129 lapsed. It is proposed to continue the purchase of
such ,urniture and a revote of $1,129 is required for the
purpose.'’ _ '
In other words, Sir, we are providing for these
agricultural stations .urniture for the occupants. It is not
always possible that you can buy that heavy furniture.lf
we adopt the policy of going into stores and buying new
furniture, it will cost Government a lot of money; there-
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fore ‘rom time to time we go around to sales and buy
at cheaper prices. We are also getting furniture which
is termite resistant and we want the balance of this roney
which has lapsed from the last financial year so that we
can get on with the job.

As regards the fifth item which is for the sum of
$220 for the Barbados Credit Union’s Central Co-operative,
this is something to do with one of the items which we
have dealt with a short while ago. It is something to do
with the co-operative movement. Let me say from the
outset that this has my sympathy inasmuch as I feel that
if we are interested inco-operaton and Trade Unions as
such, we should do everything in our power to get them
put on a financial basis and self supporting. During the
Course of the year, the Barbados Credit Unions Central
Co operative Committee sent a representative to Trinidad
but they did not have the funds at their disposal to pay
for his upkeep. My Ministry was approached about the
matter and I looked upon it very favourably after I was
informed of the conditions which prevailed. 1 am sure
if hon. members are in favour of extending the movement
of co operatives and building up strong Credit Unions in
this colony they would vote for this item so that the people
who had to borrow this money to send a delegate to the
first constitutional convention of the West Indian Con-
federation of Credit Unions which was held in Trinidad
last year, would be reimbursed through the good offices
of this Government. I think I have said enough. The Add-
endum sets out quite plainly the matter. | should apolo-
gise for having brought it at this time but hon. members
are aware that ] was out of the lsland; therefore I could
not be absent and present too. I am asking support on this
measure, If there is anything upon which hon. members
need clarification, I will be happy to do so. 1 beg to move
that this Resolution for the sum of $3,389 do now pass.

Hon. M,E.COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Acting Chairman, the print-
ing of this Resolution is different from that of the last
which you had to shift around your file -at right angles

80 as to read it. That is what I was trying to explain
to hon.members on the opposite side just now.

May I offer my sympathy to the Hon. Minister who
bas just sat down. He referred to the fact that when he was
away, things could not be done. I understand him to say
that there was nobody capable. Were they not capable or
was there nobody capable to carry on during the two
months that he was on his tour of the Eastern Hemi-
_sphere?

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, 1 am sympathetic with these
Credit Unions but 1 am a practical man. As I look at
this Resolution and read it, it seeks to provide the sum
of $220 ‘‘as a reimbursement of the expenses incurred
by the Barbados Credit Unions’ Central Co-operative
Committee in sending a representative to the first con-
stitutional convention of the West Indian Confederation
of Credit Unions held in Trinidad from the 13th to 15th
September, 1957. These expenses have been made up as
follows: Air passages, $80, Hotel expenses $100, Other
incidental expenses $40, making a total of $220:"

How dare the Government to provide subsistence
to an organisation which is not a Government organisa-~
tion? You have given them practically everything as if
you were gending out a Government delegation. You are
paying passage and giving them something like $20 a day
for subsistence. If the Conference started on the 13th
September, and you gave the delegate the opportunity
of leaving here on the 12th and coming back a day after
‘he Conference ended, that means five days and that
accounts for the hundred dollars as hotel expenses and
then you are giving him $40 as incidentals.

What is the position? 1 am the representative of
a8 voluntary organisation. In 1941 the Gpvernment of Bar-
bados gave the Barbados Workers' Union an allowance
to send someone to the LC,ET.U. and the person who
went was leader of the Government at that time but the
Barbados  Workers' Union only received about one-third
of the money it it cost to send the delegate. I do not think
that the Barbados Workers’ Union had any right to get any
more. As a matter of iact, as long as I have anything to
dowiththe Barbados Workerers’ Union. I would not go to

ask the Government for any subvention because I feel that
that organisation should stand on its own feet. Why is it
that these groups were not called upon to make any con-
tribution as regards the sending of this delegate to Trinidad?
The Note to the Item states that the sum of $220 was the
expenses of the Central Co-operative Committee for send-
ing the representative to the convention. Who are these
people that iorm the Barbados Credit Unions Central Co-
operative Committee if people form themselves into any
Association like that, certainly they must have been able
‘to get something from the membership of their organisa-
tions to defray expenses of this delegate, but you are pay-
ing everythingl You are paying passage, hotel expenses
and other incidental expenses| The most which Govern-
ment should have been prepared to do was to pay the pas-
sage. You should realise that you could not pay this com-
mittee everything. The Co-operative movement is a power-
ful movement and you should have told this Committee
that the Government was prepared to pay the passage but
the Organisation should help in the other respects.

This is a mattéer of principle. It is not that I am
against the Co-operative Society being given some help,
but I am against the principle of your giving a voluntary
organisation the full amount of money it requires for ex-
penses .of this nature, and if you adopt this practce it
would be something very bad. The British Empire Games
are going to take place in Cardiff this year, If you have

some athlete from here desiring to take part in those
games, will you be prepared to help him with all expenses?
You will help with the expenses of passage but you will
never get down to helping with the other expenses. Get it
out of people’s mind the idea that you are expected to
pay all expenses for this sort of thing out of the public
purse. It is not a matter of $220, but you should have
asked this voluntary organisation to go half and half
with you. You did that with the Boy Scouts Agsociation
when they wanted money to send scouts to the jamboree.
This is not a matter of your encouraging the co-operative
movement because it needs encouraging; you have to take
this in its local context that if you are assisting somebody
to go to a Conference, the assistance does not have to be
as generous as this assistance which you are giving in
this instance. I do hope that this would be the last time
you would give assistance .for everything.

10.20 p.m.

My organisation gets invitations too; we got an
invitation to the Indian National Trade Union Con:erence.
I got an invitation to go to Yugoslavia, but do you think
we could ask the Legislature to pay all the expenses in
volved in going there? I would make a contribution to
sending a delegation to this convention, but I do not think
that the public should be asked to pay the whole cost of
sending out the delegation. Let the people help themselves.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Of course , it will be very easy
to construe any remarks which one used against this Reso-
lutio~ as being in Opposition to the co-operative move-
ment itself, but most of what has been said y the previous
speaker 1 intended saying myself. It is the height of ab-
surdity to subsidise the Central Co-Operative Committee
of the Barbados Credit Unions to this extent and for this
purpose. In a previous Resoclution, we were told that there
are sixteen co-operative societies with a total member-
ship of about 800. If you do provide assistance to voluntary
organisations for a purpose, they usually try to raise
money for the particular purpose. It is quite easy for them
to stage a dance and raise about $200, but these people
believe that the Goverument is so beholden to them that
they make no effort even to raise 220 cents.

Nothing which has been said on this Resolution
is to be taken as being opposed to the principle of sup-
porting the co-operative movement or helping it to ad-
vance, but people must help themselves. The Public Treas
ury is not a milch cow which cannot run dry, and it is
fantastic to ask the Public Treasury to be burdened
with the entire expenses involved in sending people on
this delegation. I cannot imagine that people with a sense
of responsibility could maintain that this should be done.
On what principle are they justified in sending this dele-
gation to this Conference? If they had made an effort and
had got one half of the way or even three-quarters of the
way, well then; with the slightest effort they could have
raised some money. However, they feel that they only
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have to approach the Government and the money would
be forthcoming. This is not only a question of a pre-
cedent, but it is a question of a dangerous precedent
which has no justification whatever. Could these people
not even pull their pockets and pay the incdental expenses?
It the Government is professedly Socialist and professedly
in support of this co operative movement, it means that
they will give the movement all assistance possible from
a legislative point of view; but they should not pick up
public money and give it to these people ad lib for the
purpose of attending an international conference. This
sort of thing cannot be justified by any stretch of the imag-
ination. I cannot conceive of any administration called a
Government except this Government, being guilty of doing
what the Resolution proposes to do. Every cent involved
in participating n this Conference we are supposed to
defray, because this delegation is a Government delega-
tion going to a Conference in which the Government is
Interested; therefore, the entire responsibility for par-
ticipating in the Conference must fall on the Government!
I repeat, it is the height of absurdity.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Acting Chairman, I did not
mention just now what I am going to mention now about
these incidentals expenses. I travelled to Geneva last
year representing the Government side of the delegation
from Barbados; I was out of the Island for 30 days and the
amount for incidental expenses which 1 had in Europe
was a matter of $30. The Government gave me $30 for
travellingl 1 bought a bus ticket and that alone cost me
nearly £3. They could not give me any more than $30, but
it cost me more than $30 to travel in London for a week
and in Geneva for nearly a month: How can you give one
person. $30 for travelling in Geneva and another $40 for
travelling in Trinidad in respect of something whch is
going to last for three days? I was allowed $30 for trav-
elling, and incidentals in this context would mean travel-
ling -- getting from Airport to Airport. } did not travel
by Government Transport; 1 travelled in London by pay-
ing the bus. On what basis are you giving this delega-
tion $40 for these incidental expenses? As the hon. member
who has just sat down has said, nothing which we have
said should be construed as being opposed to the co-opera-
tive system, but we are opposed to the Government pay-
ing these expenses lock, stock and barrel.

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Acting Chairman, I am not op-
posed to money being spent in this way when we consider
the money which has been frittered away in other ways.
The question of the policy or principle involved is quite

" another matter
10.30 p.m.

What 1 am unalterably opposed to is the fact that
this is a reimbursement. In other words, you did not
give it time to find out what were the wishes of the Legis-
lature on this matter, but you regarded it as fait accompli.
You did something in September and come to us now for
reimbursement and we must vote in the affirmative. It
is an insult to the Committee.

Hon. D.D.GARNER: If the hon. member would give
away; it is not that; it is far from that. When the note was
sent to me, 1 made a thorough investigation and it took

-me some time before I arrived at decision. While I was

getting the information, the Conference was going on, and

the folk had to go to the Conference nevertheless, but ]
.have documentary proof that they borrowed this money in
‘order to get the delegate there. I am not going to take

away your point, but I want you to know that it was in the

Ministry for a considerable time before I gave it the O.K.

and my blessing.

) Mr. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, the Minister is at-

tributing the blame to himself as he was waveringinhis

mind as to whether assistance should or should not be
given, Whethdr this is so or not, the fact remains that it
is the first time he has come here with this Resolution,
It is question of reimbursing a society of a high sounding
name, although the spirit of co-operation is far lacking -
the Barbados Credit Unions’ Central Co-operative Com-
mittee. It is very high sounding in name, but it means
they cannot raise $200. That may sound very well on paper,
but this Resolution seeks to provide $220 as reimburse-
jent to the expenses incurred by that Society who sent
a representative to the first constitutional convention of

the West Indian Confederation of Credit Uhions. This is
not a bad way of spending $220 on the face of it, but it
is a direct insult to the intelligence of hon. members
in coming here at the end of January for expenses already
committed in September of last year. How does the Audit

Office funcdon? Has the moaey been spent? How did youm

get sanction for the expenditure? If they borrowed the
money, I do not see why we should vote it now. If they
could raise it on a co-operative basis, let it be their dead.

Mr. WALCOTT: [ would say more than that, If
the Minister does not know it, Credit Unions should have
money to their credit, because a Credit Union cannot func-
tion unless it has money; it is not just a name which you
write. Their savings to my knowledge are in the vicinity
o $8,000, so there is no question of telling me that they
have no money, because 1 know that they have. It may be
that the rules of the Credit Union restrict them from us-
ing any of the money in the Central Committee. The Sham-~
rock Society is one of the strongest and it is aifiliated to
the Catholic Church, and so Miss Selby was sent to Ja-
maica; she is the leadinglight in one of the Unions. so she
was sent on a course. If the Central Committee elected
somebody to send to the Conference, why must we pay all
the expenses?

My view of it is that this is an organisation which
can help itself, and the co-operative movement means
That one helps the other and therefore any co-operative
movement must learn to help itself. 1 feel, therefore,
that the major portion of this expenditure should be borne
by them. I do not see why the incidental expenses should
not be paid by them and I feel this vote should be reduced.
The amount of money which Government should pay to
these people should be equivalent too gettng the person
to Trindad and back to Barbados, that is, travelling ex-
penses.

I do not care who the gentlemen are, but $40 for
incidental expenses is very generous for going to Trinidad
after paying hotel expenses. If you are going to Trinidad
on borrowed money, I do not see why you should go to the
most expensive hotels, say, the Queens Park Hotel where
the rate as suggested here would be $20 a day, because
the person does not have the status of the Governor General.
I do not know of any incidental expenses that would a-
mount to $40 in such a short time. I have been travelling
a lot to Conferences, and I know you have to be reason-
able in these things. If 1 were going to a Conference on
borrowed money, 1 would be very careful about it. As a
matter of fact,after a Conference finishes in Trinidad,
you can catch a plane leaving the same day.

I feel, sir, that this amount under Subsidies and
Grants of $220 should be reduced by $140, and the amount
of $80 inserted, and I beg to make that motion.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am going to second the motion,
Mr. Chairman, that the amount be reduced by $140. 1
really cannot see how they can spend $100 in three days
on hotel expenses in Trinidad. The Queens Park Hotel
is the most expensive in Trinidad. It is hardly more than
$20 a day now and three days would be $60.

{ do not know who was the representative and whe-
ther it was a gentleman or a lady, but he could not have
spent $40 in drinks in three days of taxpayers’ money.
Three days would be $60; then there would be $40 for ho-
tel expenses and another $40 for incidental expenses.
Only the Premier of Barbados gets these allowances when,
he is travelling. I have never heard anything more utterly
absurd. If this is not irresponsibility, Mr. Chairman, only
God in heaven knows what is. I support the reduction by
$140, which in uo way involves on my part any opposi-
tion to the Co-operative movement, nor does it involve
any antagonism to the representative, because 1 do no€}

know who he or she was, nor am I interested in finding out, ‘b

10.45 p.m.

I merely say that it is taking the Government for
a ride; it is taking the taxpayers for a ride. You should
not ask us to vote this money. You are paying out $220
just for three days. Even if it were a lady, she could not
spend $220 in three days and if it were a gentleman he
would have to be nightclubing all night and entertaining
a lot of ladies to spend $80. Let them provide the hotel
expenses from the finances of the Co-operative Associa-
tion and not from the Public Treasury.,
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The question that the vote be reduced by $140 was
put and resolved in the negative, the Committee dividing
as follows:-

AYES: Mr WALCOTT, Mr. TALMA, Mr.CRAWFORD and
AYES: Mr. WALCOTT, Mr. TALMA, MR, CRAW-
fORD and Mr. BRANCKER - 4

NOES: Hon. Sir GRANTLEY ADAMS, Hon. M.E,
COX, Hon. D,D,GARNER, Hon. R.G.MAPP, Mr. THORNE,
Mr. SEARLES and Mr. BRYAN - 7

- The question that the Resolution do now pass was.
put and resolved in the affirmative on the declaration of
the Acting Chairman ] think zhe Ayes have it.”’

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1957—58 No. 61

REPAIRING WHARF WALLS

Hon. R.G.MAPP: Mr. Chairman, this Resolution
is for the sum of $7,500 for expenditure on Wharf Walls.
As the Addendum sets out:-

An amount of $27,500 was provided in the current
Capital Estimates for continuing the programme of re
placing the old wooden piling around the Careenage. A
part o this provision, viz: $14,000, was used in piling
the northern abutment of the Chamberlain Bridge, when
it was found that a large cavity had developed under the
abutment through the rotting of the old wooden piling,

As the balance of $13,750 now remaining will not
be suf icient to complete the work of pilng the eastern
wall of the Inner Basin, which it is hoped to commence
at an early date, it is now estimated that an additional
sum of $7,500 will be required to enable this work to con-
tinue without interruption during the remaining period
of the financial year.

1 beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. D.D. GARNER: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: I wonder if the Hon. Minister
would tell us when the Chamberlain Bridge would swing
again. The public said that it took a Minister like the
Hon. Minister of Communications to stop the Chamber-
lain Bridge irom swinging and I am wondering if in his
days as a Minister it will swing again or if under another
guiding hand we would see the . Chamberlain Bridge re-
vived to its old position.

Hon. R.G.MAPP: Am 1 to understand that it took
me to swing the Bridge?
Mr. BRANCKER: No, to stop it from swinging.
Hon. R.G.MAPP: So far as the Chanberlain Bridge
is concerned, I know that certain repairs are now being
carried out to certain mechanism required to swing it
and soon work will be started on the Bridge in order to
have it swinging, say, by the time the hon. member would
like to see it swung.
The question that the Resolution do now pass was
and resolved in the affirmative without division.
On motion of Hon. M.E.. COX, seconded by Hon, D. D.
GARNER, Mr. ACTING CHAIRMAN reported the passing
of four Resolutions in Committee.
Mr. ACTING CHAIRMAN reported to Mr. Speaker
who resumed the Chair and reported accordingly.
On separate motions of Hon. M.E. COX, seconded
by Hon. D.D. GARNER in each case, the Resolutions
were read a first and second time and agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT
The Order Paper having been fixed,

put

Hon. M,E.COX: Sir, I beg to move that this House do
+#0W adjourn until Tuesday next, 4th February, at 3 o’clock
p-m

Hon. R.G. MAPP: I beg to second that.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, it is not my intention
to delay this House but something has taken place since
this House met on the last occasion and it has reached
very wide West Indian and world proportions: I refer to
the present dispute in the Bahamas. 1 think that everyone
in this House will agree that the Bahamas is a country with
a constitution similar to the one in Barbados with the ex~
ception that they do not have Ministerial power or Adult
Suffrage. For sometime, Mr. Speaker, the people of the

colony of the Bahamas have been undergoing pressure
both industrially and politically.
10.30 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, we can see that what is at present
taking place in the Bahamas is similar to what took place
here some years ago, and on that occasion it was the
iriends who~ we had both in the United Kingdom and in
the United States of America that brought united pressure
to bear and caused a Royal Commission to be sent out
here to enquire into the circumstances and cause of the
dispute. The Report of the Royal Commission is one of
the most important documents presented in this territory,
and although ‘it was written twenty years ago, it is still an-
important document to which reference can be made.

Mr. Speaker, I regard it as a part of my public
duty that I should move the passing of a Resolution at
this stage and the whole context of the Resolution would
be in support o: the general feeling which exists in the
West Indies, that a Royal Commission should be sent
to the Bahamas for the purpose of investigatingthe causes
and the circumstances of the present dispute. I do not
know if I am in order - I may be out of order - to move
the passing of a Resolution in the terms I have indicated
at this stage, when we are on the adjournment, but 1
have not been able to give notice of the Resolution. I am
not in a position to know what the Government has done
in a matter such as this, but what I do know and what I
can state, is that in the Trade Union we have sent a tele-
gram to the Bahamas. However, it is the united voice of
the territories, those which enjoya hetter constitution and;
civil liberty than the Bahamas, which should register our
disapproval of what is taking place in the Bahamas. 1
would like to tell hon. members -

Mr SPEAKER: |1 am wondering whether the hon.
member should not proceed to move the passing of a Re
solution next Tuesday.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, time is really run-
ning against us, and 1 believe that, in these matters, the
ceneral public opinion in the area is such that if anything
can be done today, it means a lot in speeding up any ac~
tion which should take place. The people who are aware
of the situation in the Bahamas will remember that a lady
by the name of Mrs. Ogilvie was here in Barbados and
a Commission includng herself went to the Bahamas.
I think that on this occasion the matter is of such impor-
tance that the Barbados House of Assembly would be doing
what can be regarded as a good West Indian turn in allow-
ing it to be known that we approve and support the gen
eral feeling that a Commission of Enquiry from high
up should be sent to the Bahamas.

I regard that as a matter of my public duty and I
would be failing in my duty if I did not draw this matter
to the attention of this House. We boast of having an un-
broken constitution for 300 years, and whereas, we en-
joy adult suffrage, in the Bahamas a small minority con-
trol life and property, and proper Trade Union Laws
would be opposed I feel that the proposal of a Royal Com-
mission being set up in the absence of anything else, is
the best we can do to support the cause of democracy and
free Trade unionism.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Even without the presence of a
formal motion -

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. senior member who has
just sat down was really out of order, but I know he has
the sympathy of the House will be in sympathy with what
is taking place in Bahamas, but I do not see how we can
discuss this matter any further. On the question of rais-
ing matters on the adjournment, I think I drew it to the
attention of the House last Tuesday that under the Heading
“General Restrictions on motions for the Adjournment
of the House’’ in May’s Parliamentary Practice, we have
the restriction (c) ‘‘Matters for which the Government
has no administrative responsibility may not be raised.”
That is the restriction in this case. That is why I was
suggesting to the hon. senior member for St. Peter to
defer his motion until next Tuesday.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am not supporting any formal
motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the matter should be
raised at all.

Mr. CRAWFQRD: Not even on the motion for the
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adjournment ? We are speaking on the motion for the
adjournment which is drawing the day’s proceedings to
a close.

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 am submitting, Sir, that i: that
Rule were observed to the letter at all times there will be
a considerable curtailment in the latitude which is allow-
ed hon. members to raise important points on the motion
for adjournment.
11.00 p.m.

Time is all important for more general West
Indian support on behalf of the Bahamian Labour Leaders,

Mr. SPEAKER: I would suggest that the hon.mem-
ber ask the Leader of the House to withdraw his motion
or otherwise speak on the matter next Tuesday.

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 do not want to detain the House
because it is late, but as the House is aware, several
West Indian leaders...

Mr. SPEAKER: I am ruling on that. I have given the
hon. member some latitude. During the last Session there
were certain restrictions applied to matters raised on
the motion for Adjournment.

"Mr. CRAWFORD: That is from ‘May’s Parliament-
ary Procedure, but in the circumstances. of the House
of Commons that may apply to international secrets which
may not apply here. The position o. the Government of
Barbados raising a simple matter that afiects the des-
tinies of another West Indian colony, in my humble sub
mission, could not fall within the confines of that particu-
lar Rule, because I am of- the opinion, Sir, that on this
matter Your Honour may be wrongly advised.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a question of being wrongly
advised; it is a question of my interpretation.

Mr. CRAWFORD: I, for one, regret anything taken
from the House of Commons Rules to apply in Barbados
which in any way prohibits the ventilation of important
matters. We are not referring to any international mat~

ter or causing Government any embarrassment. All we
are doing is trying to strengthen the hands of the work-
ing class in Bahamas.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have ruled on that, but I can only
help by suggesting that you ask the Hon. Leader of the ¢
House to withdraw his motion. If he will not do that, then **
you can raise the matter next Tuesday.

Mr. CRAWFORD: If he did that, I would still have
to Take a motion for the Adjournment to discuss it. I
feel fairly sure that both sides oi the House would want
to support a matter like this, and we can restrict our
debate; so if the Government is willing to withdraw the
motion for the Adjournment, I am willing then to draft 4
a short Resolution and ask for the support of the House .
to have it passed tonight, because 1 do feel that the earlier %
we attend to this matter, the greater would be its effect..

Hon. M.E.COX: Mr. Speaker, I would like to assure’
hon. members on the other side that we on this side are
just as sympathetic towards the people of that country as
they are, if not more; but I should like to say that the
hon. senior member ior St. Peter is a stickler for Parlia
mentary Procedure, and in view of the fact that we would
like to speak very stiongly on this subject, | am afraid
1 cannot withdraw at this stage, but 1 would suggest that
the Hon. member bring a motion to the House next Tuesday
and let it be fully debated, passed and sent to that country.
I do not see that we can gain anything by merely speaking
on it tonight on the Adjournment, when we would like
something more tangible put forward in the way of a Reso-
Iution to be forwarded to the Bahamas Government.

I am afraid, therefore, Sir, that I would not be
able to withdraw my motion at this stage.

o

djourn was put

SPEAKER ad-

The question that this House do now 1
and resolved in the affirmative, and Mr.
journed the House accordingly.
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