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Pursuant to the adjournment the House of Assem- 
bly met at  12 oec1ock noon today. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, M o r e  you call the 
first Order of the my,  1 beg to move that the hon. senior 
member for St. James be Chairman for today's Sitting 
in the absence of the Chairman of Committees. 

PRESENT' 

Hie Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker); 
HOB. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: C.B.E., M.D., C.M., (Pre- 

Hon. R G.-MAPP: I peg to second that. 
The question was put and resolved in the affinna- 

tivc without division, 

mier); Hon. M. E. COX, (Minister of Trade, Industry and 

Labour); Eon. R. G. MAPP, ( ~ i n i s t e t  of Communications, 

HOUSE RESUMES DEBATE ON APPROPR1AnON BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER The flrst Order of the day stands 
works and Housing);Mr. E. St.A. HOLDER; Hon. D. D, 
GARNERJMinister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries); 

in the name of Hon. Dr. H* G* H* Second read- 
ing of the ~ppropriation Bill, 1959-60. 

Mr. H. A. DOWDING, M.B.E.; Mr. C. B. SEARLES; Hon. 
L. St.A. THORNE; (Minister of Education); and Mr. G. E. 
S. STRAUGHN. 

Pmyers were read. 

MINUTES 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the 
House that the Minutes of the last meeting a r e  not yet 
ready for drculation. 

PAPERS LAID 

Hon. D. D. GARNER Mr. Speaker, I am commanded 
to lay the Report of the IrrigationBoardfor the year 1958. 

Hon. R. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg 
to lay the following- Reply to Question No. 1 /l959 
asked by the hon. junior member for St. Lucy regarding 
the provision of watches for PoUcemen. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I beg to lay Reply 
to Question No.8/1959 asked by the hon. senior member 
for St. James regarding the installation of a Post Box 
a t  Thorpes Housing Scheme, St. James. 

Also, Reply to Question No. 10/1959 asked by the 
Hon. Junior member for St. Lucy regarding the number 
of water mains and standposts erected during 1957 and 
1958. 

ORAL RJ3PUES READY 

Hon. R G. W P P :  Mr. Speaker, I beg to give no- 
dce that the Oral Reply to Question No. 1/1959 asked by 
the hon. junior member for St. John regarding the staff 
of postmen in St. George and St. John Is now ready. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give 
notice tbat Oral Reply to Question No.2/1959 asked by 
the same hon. member, regarding the deky h the con- 
strucdan of the flshing jetty a t  Consett Bay, St. John is 
also ready. 

On the last occasion, the hon. senior member for 
St. George was speaking when the House adjourned. 

Mr. DOWWNG: Mr. Speaker, when we adjourned 
I had commended the Government for the action it had 
taken in relieving taxation and increasing the allowances 
for children and other measures. There is no doubt that 
the Government has to be commended. But, Sir. i t  is 
with regret that these actions have not been implemented 
five or ten years ago. It Is notable that much of what 
has been accomphhed a t  this period has been mentioned 
On more than one occasion on this side of the House. 

The main part of my speech today will be on 
agriculture. 1 hope, W, that 1 will dot have to commend 
this Government too late when the agricultural system 
of this island will have eventually broken down. The 
Sugar Producers' Assododon a r e  of the opinian that 
the policy which seems to be inculcated in the minds of 
this Government and the Governments of the past ten 
Years, is that thw expect the sugar industry to be capable 
of laying an indefinitely increasing number of golden eggs 
over indefinitely long periods,and that is short-sighted 
and extremely dangerous to the future of Barbados. 

Sir, the last ten years have been almost what l 
would call LUIUSUU~ y a r s  because during that period we 
have broken record after record mainly throughjthe Fad 
Lord's mercy which sent W favourable weather. But, 
Sir, these merdes  which a re  bestowed upon Barbados 
in large amounts have made the Barbadians somewhat 
complacent and unaware of what is taking place in the 
outside world. 
12.25 p.m. 
That complacency has shown itself in the Hon. Premier% 
speech. In dealing with the sordid situation the Hon. Pre- 
mier said W:- 

"AS is well known, Sir, the prtce for molasses 
has been nduced, a d  a t  this potnt 1 will state that the 
poducdm W sale of moksses to C~M& - the country 
which take* W t  ad our moloses - has been, so to 
speak in jeoprdy for th. Past few y-rr." 

Thc Premier went an to say this: "But I do not 
think there is anything we con do about thar we just 



have to accept it." Later on he says: "Their contention 
is that the molasses from Cuba cost very much less, 
and, a s  hon. members know, we have been doing our 
best in Barbados to decrease the cost of the landed 
product in Canada." 

We have to accept that, and a t  the best i t  is not good 
enough. It is not good enough not only in the light of the 
syrup situation but also, a s  1 see it, in the light of the 
sugar situation. 

In Cuba, where molasses is cheaper when i t  reaches 
Canada than i t  is from Barbados, what is the situation? 
The situation is shown very clearly in the last sugar 
journal which 1 have here in my hands. It is almost 
100% a salute to Cuba; every article is on Cuba and 
every page holds advertisements of vast organisations 
existing in Cuba today. In Cuba there a re  factories one 
of which is capable of turning out the total sugar pro- 
duction of Barbados. Not only in Cuba is the situation 
a s  I have pointed out, but right down here, in British 
Guiana, Trinidad and Jamaica, advancement has been 
made in sugar factories: and when we come to other 
parts of the world like Hawaii, Fiji, Australia and num- 
bers of other countries, Barbados is away behind them. 
1 notice that in the first  Five Year Plan the Government 
considers that a bold plan of development is essential. 
I am still waiting to see these bold plans. The Govern- 
ment itself time and time again reiterates that we have 
an increasing population and that we have a one-crop 
economy and i t  is particularly on that one-crop economy 
that 1 wish to speak today. It is of no use allowing the 
goose which has been laying the golden eggs for all of 
these years to suffer from the lack of modern feeding 
methods, and try to find other geese than the one which 
we have a t  the moment. and leave that goose to perish 
while we attract other geese from all over the world. 

There was an enquiry conducted into the sugar 
industry .and with Your Honour's permission, I would like 
to quote from the Report certain paragraphs nwhich will 
assist me in my reasoning. The Report states: The sugar 
industry of Barbados is of such importance to the economy 
of this island that any change in the prosperity of the 
industry will inevitably affect the whole of thepopulation." 
The changes a re  not taking place in Barbados; they are  
taking place in Cuba, Hawaii, Fiji, AustraHa, India and 
other parts of the world. In Barbados, 1 repeat, we a re  
dependent on the Good Lord's mercies and over the years 
we have become complacent and we are  not doing our 
best; a s  the Hon. Premier says, we a re  merely accepting 
it. Mr. McKenzie goes on to say this: 

"The industry of the island does not follow the 
pattern found in the other sugar producing territories of 
the West lndies or British Guiana. It is probably unique 
in that no large companies, financed from outside the 
island, tend to dominate the industry. It is built up on a 
large number of small estates owned in the main by 
residents of Barbados, and managed by owners or local 
agents who themselves a re  Barbadians. 
62.35 p.m. 
The processing side of the industry is carried out by a 
number of small factories developed by resident owners 
and shareholders from the old system of very small 
estate factories of the previous century." 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to go much further than 
Mr. McKenzie. The factory situation in this island is 
not only unique; it is obsolete. It does not compare by 
any man's measure with sugar factories in the majority 
of sugar producing parts of the world. There exists in 
these factories today, Sir, machinery that will date pro- 
bably in some cases to the 16th or  17th century, and1 
would not be a t  all surprised if in some one still found 
converted windmill equipment. 

Mr. McKenzie goes on to say:; "Herein lies the 
strength and the weakness of the Industry, its strength 
in that it is owned and developed in the d n  by residents 
of the island, and in times of prosperity, the island 
benefits a s  a whole. Its weakness lies in the fact that in 

years of depression and difficulty the island has to de- 
pend a great deal on i ts  own resources which a re  so in- 
tricately dependent on this its one major industry." 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. 
I think the hon. member is aware of the fact that the 
McKenzie Report is under debate, and I wonder if i t  
would be more appropriate if he brought out those paints 
when the debate is resumed on that particular item. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, I think the hon. member is 
quite in order to quote any passages relative to the 
point he is making. 1 do not think the hon. member is 
reaching any conclusion from the Report a s  such but 
only in a s  much a s  i t  affects his reply to the Budget 
Speech. In other words he is not primarily engaged in 
answering the Report; he is only quoting from the Re- 
port to show the paints necessary to make his reply 
intelligent and conclusivel 

Hon. M. E. COX: As Your Honour pleases. 

Mr. DOWDING: I thank Your Honour. It is my 
opinion, Sir, a s  I said before, that the weakness lies 
particularly in the fact that we in this island a re  not 
keeping up with the rate of modernisation that is being 
done in other parts of the world. There is no doubt in 
my mind that over the years this system and the man- 
ner in which these factories have been built up may have 
been of great benefit and that the people of this island 
should be given great credit for taking machinery that 
existed in this island and producing crops that a re  being 
produced today. But I hold, Sir, that unless we change 
this attitude of acceptance and believing that the agri- 
cultural industry which is the sugar industry of this isl- 
and is 100%, the sooner we will be in a better position 
to ascertain that the economy of Barbados does not go 
by the board within a matter of 20 years. 

Sir, Mr. McKenzie goes on to say:- "Dependent 
on one commodity for i t s  prosperity, i t  is therefore 
particularly vulnerable to the exigencies of the world 
market for this commodity; i t  therefore looks to the 
protection offered by the Commonwealth Sugar Agree- 
ment and the International Sugar Agreement for i ts  
stability." 

This,  Sir, is another situation in which l would 
like to cry "beware". There is existing among the public, 
the sugar producers and the Government, the Complacent 
idea that the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement has solved 
the problems of the sugar industry in Barbados from now 
onwards to eternity. That, Sir, is a very wrong concep 
tion. if in plain language Cuba can sell their syrup cheaper 
to Canada, Canada is going to buy it. If Cuba can sell 
their sugar cheaper to Canada, Canada eventually is 
going to buy it. Do not let us hide under this~Commonwealth 
idea; let us face facts. No one is going to pay 104 for 
a pound of sugar if he can buy i t  for 54; and those, Sir, 
a re  purely imaginary figures. Unless we face this problem, 
that complacency that Barbados is the highest sugar pro- 
ducing country, that is of sugar per acre - Barbados is 
blessed by the contents of i ts  soil, i ts  atmosphere and 
also blessed by the Commonwealth Agreement - and un- 
less we face up to the facts of what is going on around 
us in the world today, Barbados is going to be left behind 
shortly. 

I Mr. Speaker, I have advocated in the beginning of 
my speech and I shall advocate again that i t  would be of 
benefit to members of this Government - taking along 
with them members of the Opposition - to make inspec- 
tions of other parts of the world from which we can learn. 
Recently, Sir, taking a page out of my own notebook, l 
visited Louisiana and I saw with my own eyes the extent 
to which mechanisation has gone not only in Louisiana 
where 1 saw it  first hand, but I was privileged to see i t  
on the fllms of Hawaii, Cuba and Puerto Rico. 
12.45 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker, i t  astounded me and in spite of the 
fact that I may be decried and my name may be mud in 



some sections of this commrarity, I intend a s  clearly and 
a s  forcibly a s  I can to commend to this Government not 
to be complacent of the sugar industry of this island. 

Sir, way back in 1946, Professor Shephard foresaw 
the need for mechanisation in the sugar industry and he 
stated'in his Report "so long a s  the production of canes 
continues to be performed by manual labour, so long must 
the standards of living remain at  an undesirably low 
level." He goes on to say: "Labour-saving devices a re  
also labour-serving devices and by increasing the pro- 
ductivity of the woqlcer they enable him to increase his 
earnings. The rising price of sugar offers a temporary re- 
spite but it may be of a shorter duratlonthanis either a- 
cipated or hoped." 

One may say that that is perhaps a pessimistic view 
in the light of the years that have gone between and in 
the light of modern methods in the sugar industry through- 
out the world, but I think i t  is time that Professor 
Shephard was heeded. I know, Sir, that i t  is an extremely 
difficult problem to face in an overpopulated island such 
a s  this, but I repeat that my reasoning can only offer 
this debate or any other debate the view that we must 
produce sugar cheaply enoughto compete with other parts 
of the world which are  producing it; otherwise our sugar 
industry will be null and void and there will be no em- 
ployment a t  that point. 

1 personally feel that steps can be taken immedi- 
ately with the existing material and with the existing 
human material of which we are  again blessed with a 
sufficiency both in numbers and in quality that if the 
Government produces some bold plan over a period of 
years whereby the people of this island can be changed 
from one aspect of cultivation and manufacture to another 
aspect, i t  would be much better than to have i t  overnight. 

While I am on that, I must say that i t  is time that 
some education be effected to educate the people who 
a r e  going to be put out of work by the Deep Water Har- 
bour Scheme; and not only should you educate them a s  
to what' is going to occur but into the lines, if there is 
anything available, of what is going to be done and how 
they a re  going to live. S i r ,  that is right upon us now; 
that is irnmedfate necessity; but I would not like to see 
the situation in the sugar industry occur over a matter 
of years when it becomes an absolute and utter neces- 
sity because we cannot compete with the rest  of the world 
and then in a matter of a year o r  two we have to shift 
over to more modern methods of cultivation and manu- 
kcture. I think this Government should tackIe this serious 
question, not only by means suggestedbytheHon, Premier 
that is, by accepting the suggestion, but as  has been 
said in their F'ive Year Plan,by bold methods. 

hr. Speaker, with Your Honour's permission I 
have here a West Indian, British Guiana, British Hon- 
duras and the Virgin Islands' Report of the Parliamentary 
Delegation which came here between May and June of 
1958. I intend to quote certain paragraphs from tbis 
Report in order to try and further build up my argument 
for immediate attention to be paid to the economy of 
this islaud. Mr. Speaker, a s  Your Honour will remember, 
chts delegation consisted not only a s  usual of members 
of the Government but it consisted of three members of 
the Conservative Party and two members of the Labour 
Party. I t  therefore cornmends itself in that ft is a Report 
of a team working together on a problem from both sides 
of the Houses of Parliament. Sir, under "Economy and 
InQstry,'' they state:- "The pace a t  which the West 
Indies move to Dominion Status will largely depend on 
c c d c  progress, bold expensica and diversiflcadaa. 

iirknds are almost epdirely depend- on one 

Mr. Speaker, Barbados is still today utterly de- 
pendent on one crop. It  seems to me that successful 
efforts have been m ~ d e  by the Government recently 
to encoumge the Tourist Indusay but they a re  belated 
and, a s  for a s  I am concerned, when one looks a t  the 
picture a s  it is, uasuccessful morta  h v e  been made 

I towards industry by the Development Board and other 
Government projects. 

1 12.55 p.m. 
1 The fact remains that this island is entirely dependent 

upon one crop and in spite of the fact that this island is 
dependent upon one crop, in 1955, 1 think i t  was in the I second prt of the Government's Rn Year Plan, this 
is what is said: 

l 
"The economy of the Island continues to be based on 

the sugar industry, the chief factor being the size of 
, the crop and the price obtained. It has been estimated 

by Sir Archibald Culce that in 1955 the receipts of the 
industry amounted to $35 million." 

It is not necessary to find out what it was in 1957 
but i t  is very disheartening to find that having regard to 
what has been allocated for Science and Agriculture 
throughout the period of the last ten years, the highest 
amount has been $732,163. Now, Mr. Speaker, in a few 
years, we have thrown away and down the drain the sum 
of $800,000 on the buses but we cannot afford to expend 
more in current expenditure than $719,908 - less this 
year than what was expended last year. 1 think that that 
policy is one to be decried and one which is dangerous 
to the vast population of this island. I think that when 
it is considered that agriculture ranks No.7 in expendi- 
ture in the current Estimates, when i t  is responsible 
for the economy of this island, that is a matter which 
should be decried. 

The encouragement of other services at  the ex- 
pense of the local industry is another very dangerous 
procedure. If agriculture is going to be drained to pro- 
vide every possible incentive, every possible service, 
social and administrative, education, hospitalisation and 
other services, if i t  is to be drained to the degree that 
i t  is becoming so low in the list of financial expenditure 
by the Government, then 1 think we a re  forgetting the 
goose which lays the present golden egg. I do not think 
that we can carry out any of these amenities - social 
services, hospitalisation, welfare, education, adrninistra- 
don and the highest standard of living which we seek, 
and rightly so - if we seek these things for the people 
of this island,it is our bounden duty to ascertain that in 
seeking a better standard of living, better housing, better 
roads, better education, better water supply which a r e  
all necessary and good things which should be sought 
after, we do not forget that the outside world is spending 
millions of dollars on agriculture. The Premier referred 
to the recession of Barbadians going abroad to help 
in the harvesting of crops; recessions affect us no doubt, 
but we have our own particular recession yearly or five 
yearly or whenever i t  occurs - we have our recession 
caused through the lack of rain. Therefore we have not 
only to contend with recessions in the outside world, 
but with recessions of our rainfall not being normal in 
this island. When I see that Barbadians a r e  not getting 
very much employment in harvesting abroad, this par- 
ticular article in Time drew my attention to one 
of the reasons why that is so. There is a gentleman of 
whom there is a photograph playing his organ; he is a 
small farmer who started not so long ago+intheUnited 
States of A m e a .  Today he has rows of switches, elec- 
trical controls and buttons; he gets up and has a hearty 
breakfast; he goes out and presses the necessary button 
and the food flows to thousands of beef cattle. He pres- 
ses anodrer button and the manure is removed and after 
pressing about ten buttons he goes back inside and starts 
to play his organ again. 
1.05 p.m. 

Sir, 1 use his example to show h m  fast the world is 
progressing h agriculture. When he presses a bunon 
the feed tbat goes in front of these aninaals has been 
sdentlflcally prepared and contains such items a s  B.12, 
antlblotlcs and, recently, gibberellic acid whfch add to 
their grwth h periods heretofore mthought of. Not only 
in such measures a s  this but he w i l l  have large tractors 
which will reap hundreds of tons of corn and wheat or 
whatever he is producing on his land. The developmen5 
Sir, ln corn alone is fantastic in the United States of 
America, 8nd not only in the United Stntes of America 



'but a s  I will soon point out, in places much closer at  
home, like J a k i c a  and Puerto Rico. 

Years ago I decried the fact that the Department of 
Agriculture in this island is not fully awake to modern 
methods, and a t  the end of my speech, Sir, I hope that 
the Government will realise that that is so. It is notice- 
able even in the Report of the Parliamentary Delegation 
that Jamaica has so far surpassed us that we a re  left 
a t  the starting; pole. In 1944 I visited Jamaica andsaw 
the Jamrfca How Farm. The few animaIs that l saw 
a t  that Farm, their record and their appearance could 
not in that day compare with anything in Barbados 
today, Sir, they a re  way ahead. While I may seem a t  
times to repeat myself, I am repeating the arguments 
from documents of people who have come to this island, 
who have made investigations and who have written a 
Report, or from Government themselves in their own 
Report. I intend to repeat a s  many statements a s  possible 
to substantiate the fact that agriculture in tbis island has 
got to be noticed, expanded and divel;sified immediately, 
and money must be proMded for that purpose. 

"We are  in no doubt, " these gentlemen go on to say, 
"that agriculture must always be the main-stay and the 
section we have devoted to i t  does show that there i s  
plenty of scope for expansion." 

Mr. Speaker, what expansion has &ere been in 
agriculture in this comtry in the past ten years? When 
1 say "expansion" 1 mean something that has been done 
that is providing the answer to our problems. Ata  
meeting which I attended and was very pleased to see 
the Hon. Minister of Social Services and the Hon. Prime 
Minister of the Federation, i t  was stated t h t  the rate 
of expansion of the population at  the present moment is 
eleven persons per day. The Hon. Prime Minister of 
the Federation during his t.& said that by the end of 
this century - let us say in 40 years - the population 
of this island will have doubled itself. It is increasing 
at  the rate of 4,700 odd persons per year; but what ex- 
pansion have we done to feed the 4,000 more mouths 
in the last l0 years? If it were not for the goose that 
laid the golden egg, the sugar industry, which is at 
present due to the Good Lord's blessing and due to the 
Commonwealth Sugar Agreement and these things, pro- 
viding for these extra mouths, there is nothing else of 
any consequence: so when the MMster of Agriculture 
gets up for the prosecution later on, let hin: remember 
what 1 said. There is nothing of any consequence that 
has been achieved, and something must be done. You 
have added a few pigs, a few fowls and planted a few 
acres of grass and there a re  one or two tractors, but 
there should be at  least, in my opinion, a dozen tractors. 
Agriculture which is the main stay of this island. a 
fact which has wen repeated by every personwho comes to 
this island, by the Government an4 from all  sides, 1s No. 
7 a the list for expenditure. 

They go on to say "there is need for urgency." 
Mr. Speaker, i t  is urgent because the population is in- 
creasing at  a rate a s  fast a s  the increase in output, 
and this is speaking of the West Indies. How can we 
look at i t  when we think of it a s  Barbados alone? 
1.15 p.m. 
The urgency in Barbados is past talking about; i t  is 
time that action was taken r We do not want to hear about 
bold plans; we want to hear a definite achievement 
which is producing food, jobs, money and every thing 
necessary for the increasing population in this Island. 
It  is possible, Sir, to do that. Experts say that i t  is pos- 
sible and I have no doubt a t  a11 in my mind that i t  is 
possible because this islnnd's resources have not yet 
been upped b e u w e  the fadlitlea a re  not there to glve 
the people the necessary knowledge that they con go 
ahead. 1 have said that the Hon. Prime Minister of the 
Federation ims put it a t  the year #K)[) and you and l 
hope - ancl 1 hope you, even if I am not here - that we 
will be here to see i t r  and if elther one of IS a r e  per- 
haps in hter yearn thinLlng that we may not see it, the 
very argument used by the Hon. Premler may prolong. 
I hope not our agonies, but our wish-ln seeing tbot in 
the next twenty yearn this blond has daae something of 
consequence in its agriculture bemuse by that tlme If 

'we a re  not quite so  vigorous in our old years there may 
be humanitarian methods for keeptng us alive by atomic 
energy. That, Sir, is another problem which we have to 4 
face and quite rightly so. Not only is the Mrth of eleven 
new babies a day a problem but with modern medicine, - 
the fact is that old people a r e  lasting longer and while 
they might be able to give further assistance to the 
economy of this island, yet they will add to our problem. 

Mr. Speaker, in the Parliamentary delegation Re- 
port, i t  goes on to say: "Nothing has been done more 
to improve the prospects of agriculture and to give hope 
for the future than has the Co~monwealth Sugar Agree- 
ment. " 

Again I want to reiterate this point. Do not let us 
say &t because we a re  under the Commonwealth Sugar 
Agreement that everything is perfect. That is not so. It 
does not guarantee the price for anything more than one 
year and i t  is to be in the light of world conditions. The 
quota is another problembut world conditions a r e  what 
we must face. World conditions will either make us fol- -f 
low them or we must go down. I repeat that we must get 
away from this complacency. The last ten years we have 
had good crops, then we have the Commonwealth Sugar 
Agreement: but we in this island, in my humble opinion, 
a re  not taking full consideration of the facts around us 
and the future that lies before us. 

This same Parliamentary Delegation in its report 
goes on to say "Economic developments in Jamaica a re  
very striking and we were impressed by what we saw 
particularly by the contribution being made to lessen 
the impact of purely seasonal employment which has long 
been a prob:em." 

Mr. Speaker, since when have we got to follow 
Jamaica? Jamaica follows us: and now we a re  so far 
behind that we must follow them. Jamaica's develop 
ments a r e  very striking particularly by the contribution 
being made to lessen the impact of seasonal employ- 
ment. The amount of talk that has been made by Gov- 
ernments of this island that something should be done 4 
to alleviate seasonal employment was so long ago that 
Jamaica did not even think of it, but today they are  far 
ahead of us. W4y? What have they got apart from their 
natural resources that we have not got? They have, in 
my humble opinion, the will and where there is a will 
there is a way, and that has made these possible. The Gov- 
ernment of Jamaica ha's expended large amounts of 
money on the milk industry and types of agriculture of 
that sort. Jamaica is so far ahead in grass experimen- 
tation that Barbados would have to catch up unless some 
serious step is taken. The Parliamentary Delegation 
said that seasonal employment is our main problem. 
For three or four months people can find work and then 
the remainder of the year they must be idle. That can- 
not tend for sormd economy and a happy people; there- 
fore i t  is absolutely necessary that thought be given to 
changing the old system. 

Now, Sir, this is where we come to the Barbadian 
..h 

situation. Again I quote from the Report of the Parlia- 
menary Delegation. It  states:- "Barbados has a poten- 
tial industrial corporation, but we sensed less enthu- 
siasm and effort than in the other two territories, namely 
Jamaica and Trinidad. There 19 as  yet little evidence of 
progress except for the work ontheDeepWater Harbour." 

Yes, Sir, we must accept it; there is nothing we 
con do about it. Here a r e  five people who have come 
from overseas saying in their Report that Barbados 
bas got an idustr ia l  corporation; it is a potemIal one- 
but they sensed less enthusiasm and effort. Now, Sir, 
I wonder where they sensed this less enthusiasm? I 
can only deduce that they must have had a number of % 
visits of various Government officials and that they 
were nvfnly in the cornpony of members of this Hon. 
House: so 1 c m  only deduce the fact that they realbed 
Barbados was leas enthusirrstlc from the fact that it 

3 
came from our own mouths and from the people around 
this table a s  far  a s  the industrial side was con- - 



Let us face iQ let us educate our people to the fact 
that unless we accept the modem methods which a re  j 
being used in competition with us, we must and will of 
necessity perish in this island. Let us face that; let us 
tell our people that they must accept it; let us tell them 
that there is benefit to be derived from the use of mod- 
ern methods and do not let us hide under any political 
Party either in one way or  in another. The future of 
this island depends upon the economic progress both 
of expansion and diversification. To what extent have 
we been able to diversify in this island? Up to now 
there is nothing of any consequence; neither in industry 
nor in agriculture is there anything which can make 
any thinking person feel that the future of the economy 
of this island is rosy. 

1 submit, Sir, that one of the reasons for that is 

C. r 
the ten years of bountiful crops and the fact that the 
sugar industry goose has been able a s  a result to lay 
sufficient golden eggs; therefore human nature will be- 

e come complacent and we a r e  not enthusiastic to make 
the effort. That, Sir, is where our Government must 
stand or  fall. If they allow such things a s  industrial 
development in this island to be approached with a 
sense of laissez fairs, then i t  is time that a change, 
whatever is necessary, is made in order that the future 
generadon of this island may have a prosperous economy. 
1.25 p.m. 
Sir, if I might step aside for one moment to industries, 
I have no doubt whatsoever that this island must, in the 
near future, equip itself in such a way to cultivate and 
produce sugar that i t  can compete with Cuba. Puerto 
Rico, Hawaii and other places. I have no doubt that in 
consequence some subsidiary employment must be en- 
visaged, some subsidiary industrial scheme must come 
into force; but up to now, I cannot see any industrial 
development of any consequence. There is no industrial 

--, development in this island of any consequence; nothing 
has been achieved in the past ten years, nothing that 
could employ 4,700 people and the extras which a re  
coming in every year in one particular instance. I, per- 
sonally, believe that by bold efforts some industries 
could be brought into this island and an effort made to 
compensate for what must occur and which is occur- 
ring with regard to the Deep Water Harbour now; it 
must occur throughout the sugar industry 

Mr. Speaker, speaking on agriculture, despite the 
petroleum and bauxite industry of Trinidad and Jamaica 
respectively, agriculture remains the hsis of the econo- 
my throughout the Federation and has to make the major 
contribution toward the attainment of the economic vi- 
ability necessary for true independence. That is a state- 
ment made by these five Parliamentary people. I ask 
the public not to sit back and say that the United King- 
dom will provide. There is the saying that the Lord 
will provide and that is a very prevalent saying in this 
island. The Lord will provide if we a re  willing to help 
Him, but if we a re  not willing with our own hands and 
our  .Nut)' and ingenuity to help Him we can but fail. 

. Professor Hahn has said: "The propensity tcs work and 
not the propensity to spend is the fo~mdadon of national 
income and wealth". If we a re  not going to work or  make 
a solid foundation, then our national income and wealth 
must fail. 

I 

I think that this is one of the most important ports of 
this Report by these Parlramentary people. It says this:- 
"The hsic problem of increased production can only be 
mastered by more research - both centrally and on an 
island-wide basis - provided that the results a re  imple- 
mented by emdent  agricultural extension services." 
1.35 p.m. 

I must commend favourably, and further on in this Re- 
F- port these five gentlemen do also, the merger or wbat- 

ever one may call i t  between the University College of 
the West Indies and the Imperial College of Tropical -" Agriculture in Trinidad. In this Sugar Journal there is 
"Instrument Training Program for Cuban Sugar Mill 
~echnidons;"  and do not let any hon. member get the 
idea that that has anytNng to do with high-powered ac- 
celeration o r  anything like that; i t  is merely for the 

teaching of how to use instruments in a factory of sugar 
production. Page after page you see "New Developments 
in By-Products", "Processing Hardboard from Bagasse"; 
"Experimental Program on Sugar Pmcessing". Actually, 
Sir, there is a miniature factory working to find out 
methods of making Cuba's syrup a s  well a s  their sugar 
cheaper to Canada. "Cuban Bagasse Products - New 
Bagasse Board Plant now Operating"; "Biological Con- 
trol of the Sugarcane Borer in Cuba"; "Cultural Prac- 
tices in Cuba Sugar Cane Plantations;" "Is Chemical 
Fertilisation Economical on Cuba Plantations?" 
Some better method has been found in processing either 
in the factory or in the field, but we in Barbaaos a re  
still applying manure fertiliser on the top of the ground 
and not using any liquid fertilisers. Cuba is producing 
sugar cheaper in spite of the fact that their sugar per 
acre  is less than our sugar per acre. That, Sir, is the 
point to be borne in mind. Research is important both 
centrally and on an island wide basis and I sincerely 
hope that an effort will'be made by this Government to 
ascertain that whatever can be done on an island wide 
basis is done. The achievements in the sugar industry 
in other parts of the world a e  quite remarkable and 
unless we copy them we will be out of the running. 

Now, Sir, even centrally tNs Imperial College of 
Tropical Agriculture combines advance research and a 
teaching college for 80 students. I hope that a s  soon a s  
it becomes a faculty of the University College of the 
West Indies that that 80 students will increase to 800. 
The need for trained technicians in the sugar industry in 
Barbados and throughout the West Indies is great. I am 
doubtful whether in this island among the 27 factories - 
I believe that one has been started in Black Rock - there 
a re  four qualified sugar factory chemists. These condi- 
dons cannot portend good for the future. 

Now, Sir, 1 have not been able to find out and I am 
wondering what amount, if any yearly, or  whether any 
further assistance is going to be given to the Eastern 
Caribbean Farm Institute. These five gentlemen in their 
Report said that the Eastern Caribbean Farm Institute 
started with forty pupils only four years ago and now 
has sixty. It gives theoretical and practical training in 
farm management to employees of the Depak-tments of 
Agriculture of Trinidad and the British Caribbean ter- 
ritories other than Jamaica. But i t  will need to be able 
to take 100 students for each twenty-one months course 
to fill the immediate needs of the Governments interested. 
Not until that need has been met can the Institute be 
used a s  a training establishment for young farmers and 
boys of secondary school age. 

Mr. Speaker, have we notgotthewill, the experience, 
the wish or  the ability to set up in Barbados a college or  
an institution for the training of people in agriculture? 
Have we not got sdficient funds to employ persons to 
train our boys and girls in agriculture? We a re  depend- 
ent on agriculture, but where today a re  we training our 
boys and girls? It would be of some benefit if we could 
do no more than choose half dozen o r  a dozen boys and 
girls from this island and send them overseas to learn 
dairying, but I personally feel that an organisation within 
the Department of Agriculture could be set  up whereby 
our people could be taught not only how to do a job but 
what is the result of doing that jobin such and such a way. 

In Cuba, Sir, a tractor M v e r  goes through a course; 
that may seem like something to laugh a t  by some people, 
but when you place in the hands of a man $25,000 o r  
$100,000 in machinery a t  one time and he is not trained 
not only in the mechanics of the equipment but in what 
results the equipment can achieve by deep ploughing, 
close ploughing o r  any other type of ploughing, he then 
realises when he is taught that it is not just a matter 
of gettlng through the work but a matter of achieving 
more productivity for the island. 
1.45 p.m. 
Today, Sir, how many of our people know the reason why 
a cane hole is dug or  a drab is dug o r  land is contoured 
or  anything of that? They know how to do it but ask your- 
self how many people know why it is done and what a re  
the results ohtained. Unless we can teach them, there 



are no possible means for ultimate benefits to be ob- 
W d  and our agriculture will not succeed in feeding 
400,000 people by the year 2,000. 

A&& 1 teter to the Report of these flve p r h m e n t -  
ary delegates and this will conclude my quotation of that 
Report. It is stated. "We felt able to appreciate the agri- 
c I ~ N ~ ~ I  potential of the West Indies'as a whole much 
better after our visit to Jamaica which epitomises both 
the problem end the achievements of agriculture in the 
Federation," 

Of Barbados not a word was said by them. There 
must be some very good reasons. It goes on to say: "the 
overall picture seems to us distinctly encouraging except 
in one or two instances. The increase in production so 
much to be desired is there for the asking if only the will 
to bring i t  about can be maintained and the money neces- 
sary to back i t  up can be made available." 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let us hope that the will is here. 
Increased production can be had for the asking and let us 
hope that when i t  is realised that agriculture in this 
island provides-I think i t  will be almost correct to say- 
one hundred percent of the economy, let us try to give 
i t  somewhat more consideration in the near, near future. 
Let us, if we can, see the large amount, the millions, 
that a re  brought in by agriculture; let us fully realise 
that money must also be expended in order to keep up 
with modern day methods. 

I am not a t  all  pleased to see that the Head, Agri- 
curcure, in the Current Estimates must come after (1) 
Education, (2) Medical, (3) Police, (4) Pensions, (5) 
Highways and Transport, (6) Watemorks. I am not one 
to stint education; 1 wholeheartedly agree with the policy 
of spending the most money on education but let some 
of that money be spent on agricultural education a s  well. 
I cannot for one moment even in my faintest imagination 
think that sensible persons would spend more on High- 
ways and Transport of this island than they would on 
Agriculture although I know that the parish of St. Thomas 
happens to be the only parish where they cannot find any 
more tenantry roads to do and although 1 know that there 
is a lot of work to be done in the other parishes. How- 
ever, I still carmot believe that Agriculture should take 
second place to Highways and Transport. Now, just in 
case hon. members think that 1 am advocating any more 
to be spent under any of these particular Heads, I am 
not; I am recommending an increase and an appreciable 
increase in the amount spent on the agricultural ser- 
vices of this island; so let i t  not be thought that I am 
recommending the curtailment of certain other facilities. 

1 do, however, wholeheartedly agree with the Hon. 
Premier that one sometimes must become concerned at  
the rate of increases in these various Departments. I 
think he said somewhere in his speech that they come 
to us almost weekly and that almost every week there 
a re  requests for an increase in staff, increased accom- 
modation, increased rates of travelling and many other 
rates of increases. This is what the Hon. Premier said: 
"I myself have been alarmed a t  the rapid increase of 
services due to the increase of staff." 

Sir, I think that is a very important paint and a 
point to which you must p y  attention. I want to repeat 
for the sake of all  those who a re  in the Service of this 
Island that the propensity for work is the most import- 
ant factor in any business community. I am d e r  the 
impression that it will be necessary very *tly for 
this Government to have appointed m a i d r  m s t i g a t -  
ing committee a s  what they b.d in the United States of 
America when i t  is felt by my ban. med%?r of this House 
that there is need for i n v e d g a t i ~  into the lack of 
money in, say,the Rsheriea Deoortmeuc or tn the Regis- 
trar's Office or on any question which concerns the 
public pocket, and therefore concerning the public wealth 
and the public heolth. Such a Committee should be a p  
pointed with p a s  to act in investigating the workings 
of any Department which is not pulling its weight in 
this island or  in any quasi-department of Government, 

'whether it is a statutory board or one which is not a 
statutory board but which has money supplied to i t  by 
Government, like the Transport Board or any other 
department that would call for investigation. 

It must be remembered always that everyone 
wants to live at  the expense of the State, but people 
forget that the State lives at the expense of everyone. 
That was a statement made by an old 19th century poli- 
tical economist, but we have to inculcate into every part 
of this island-both thosi! who a re  in the services and 
those who are  not in the services-that if they want all 
of these advantages o r  aids fom the State, they must 
also put their shoulders to the wheel so that the state 
can achieve the necessary stability and economy whereby 
we can have what is needed for our people in this island- 
a modern and higher standard of living. 

Now, Sir, 1 have spoken at length on the sugar in- 
dustry, the agricultural industry of this island. To sum- 
marise my remarks, I think that the agricultural indus- 
try of this island must be given quick assistance in order 
to be able to compete with the modern methods which 
a re  being used throughout the world. The present hen 
which is laying the golden eggs is being fed by all sorts 
of out-of -date machinery and methods and unless we 
feed this hen by modern methods, the eggs a re  going to 
diminish very rapidly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It now being 2 p.m. of the clock, 
this sitting now stands suspended until 2.30 p.m. of the 
clock. This sitdug now stands suspended. 
2.00 p.m. 

On re-assembling, Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER took 
the Chair. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Deputy Speaker, there is no 
quorum present and 1 ask that the bell be rung. 

On the bell being rung, a quorum was obtained. 

QUESL1WS 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: There a re  two replies to 

questions ready, questions standing in the name of the hon. 
junior member for St. John. 1 observe that the hon. mem- 
ber is not now in his place. 

PRIVATE MEMBER'S BUSINESS 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is there any hon. member 
who wants to deal with any Item underMPrivate Members' 
Business?" (After a pause) There being no matter under 
Private Members' Business to be proceeded with, the House 
will continue with the consideration of Government Busi- 
ness. 

APPROPRIATION BILL 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: On the suspension of the 
sitting for lunch, the House was debating the motion for 
the second reading of the Appropriation Bill The hon. 
senior member for St. George was speaking 

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. wputy Speaker, - Before the 
sitting of the House was suspended, 1 had begun to sum- 
marize my remarks on this Bill. I would like to say 
that my reasoning in this debote has been based on the 
fact that Barbados must, of necessity, compete with the 
modern methods in the sugar industry. If we a re  to main- 
tain our economic position, we must allocate more money 
to research and this island must face the fact that modern 
methods must come to the sugar M u s h y  very shortly. 
I would also like to say, o r  rather1 would issue the warning 
that we must not get into any sense of false security be- 
cause of the past ten years of the Commo~ea l th  Agreement 
and because of any other factors which have tended to make 
the last ten years extremely fruitful. 

How are  we going to do something in order to as- 
certain that, a s  the Government agrees, the officials agree 
and all  of us are agreed that agriculture is our main in- 
dustry - i t  is almost our one and only industry - how are 
we going to ensure that that industry secures for us and 
our daily increasing population the benefits which we 
to achieve? 
2.10 p.m. 
I am in whole-hearted agreement, Sir, with the Govern- 



ment's statement in the first Pive Year Planthat Barbados, 
like all progressive commlmides, is endeavouring to ac- 

C' hieve improved stand.& of administration, of education, 
of hospitalisadon and of social services. The one crop 

F economy of this islandand the rapidly increasing population 
present grave difficulties in achievingthe higher standards 
of living which we s e k .  We have to endeavour to increase 
the national income by increased productivity of the soil 
and plants, improved human productivity and the creation 
of new flelda of employment. Up to now, a s  far as I Imowi 
it is almost impossible to get a soil analysis or  a leaf 
analysis done in this island. These two aspects of 
agriculture are very impor-t services, and up to now 
after these ten yeare we have not got that to find out whether 
our soil or plants are producing more under particular 
wather condidons. 

With respect to improve human productivity, it is 
important that all persans in this island put their shoulders 
to the wheel and improve the prodwtlvity of the island. 

9. As regards the creation of new flelds of employ- 
ment, I am still waiting to see them, and I repeat that 
nothing has been done of any consequence which has created 
new fields of employmat. The Davelopment Plan goes on to 
say:- "The foregoing p r a g r a p b  summarise, perhaps too 
briefly, the problem. The solution cannot be complete but 
the Government conriders that a bold plan of development 
is errendal a t  W stage." I am lookhg forward to that 
bold plan in agriculture. "It recognises that the plan will 
to a great extent depend on the ability of the Government 
to raise lorn fun& both in the island and overseas. It is 
easendal, therefore, that the plan should give confldence 
to investors, otherwise underwriters would not sponsor 
a loan issue - except perhaps at rates uneconomic to the 
Government. " 

1 whole-heartedly agree with that, Sir, but I also want 
something doae to ascertain that we can achieve them 
pardcuh~ objecu, and 1 am suggesting first of all that it 
would be advisable for the Mlnister of Agriculture and the 

).. Government to give considerable thought to the appoint- 
ment of the kst man available on agricultural problems 
for five or  ten years, who will have full authority for co- 
ordinatlng the schemes in agriculture for this island a d  
whose reference should be prticularly noted in the light 
of modern methode which exist in otherparts of the world. 
It fs my opinion that this islandwhichwas originally in the 
forefront of agriculture in the West Indies is now some- 
r Lem arowd the middb; that, Sir, is not a very good 
r imdon and 1 would like to see W take over tha lead 
in this isknd a*. It can only bedone, as  was said in the 
Parliamentary Report, by wing the aecessclry funds toget 
resulu. I feel, Sir, that a mm properly qrvllfied and a p  
pointed to the m t m e n t  of Agriculture of this island 
with m m l f  rerpopuibility, prtlcukrly in the light of 
modern methodr, would b& of p a t  beneflt to ue and to 
future pmemdoaa of those children which are behg 
brought into Earbador at theratedelevenper day. I would 
like to me m t e d  agricultural tleld or factory schokr- 

4 ship avrikble at any University or 8s many as  practical. 
I wouldlike toascenrinthatinspdw of the fact that we hove 
the Ontvarsity Collage of the West Indier, the need is so 
imm.dkte that every posrihlo cb.nnrlir exploredinorder 
that ia a ~ u l m  Barkdos has the best available from its 
own p a p b  by the giving of schoknbipr in agriculture 
throughout the worId. 

I would rlro like to see a l o a l  ~grlcultural Institute 
met up where the fadlider whlch we hve at the moment 
can be m to ( L I L C 0 l l f . p  OIU' pop10 to h mom av1- 
cufturrlfy mindd. and rea tiut praplpnb. is put out by 
the Govsrnment h ordur at, as  8asmr not to be the case 
nowadry., a boy or girl will t8lm 81% interest in an agrJ- 
c u l m l  job. Instead of takhg a job in agriculture, they 
will sooner take 8 job in Bridgetm. 1 know, Sir, that 
there 11 a nuniber of boys who would be only too glad to 
get ur apportudty to lerm something about agriculture. 

." Let um IIm f8ctst there people cm srrrtea and in h c t t x h  
today h v a  brd little or  no tntning whatnoewr. A po$a 
hrr  k.n -hod w h m  other parts of the world are 
aritdnff papb in all tha method8 tht are a m N d  

in agriculture; so let W not go on perpetuating the system 
whereby the employed in agriculture are not fully aware 
of what goes on in agriculture. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I consider thts matter of such 
importance that I recommend to the Government tbpt a 
cornmission be set up to go into it and make recom- 
mendadons as  to the future of agriculture in this particular 
colony, particularly in the light of modern methods. 
2.50 p.m. 
Whether or not it is advisable in this island to have 27 
factories existing at the present moment; whether or not 
the future of bulk shipment is to be a savlng grace of the 
industry by itself: whether or not mechanical mtuana of 
cultivation and of harvesting, etc., would not in the l o a  
run over a period of years have to be adopted and how 
we are going to flnd employment for our people, how we 
are going through this stage and how many years it would 
take us to get to the ultimate maximum of our indu8try a s  
it is in Hawaii today - and the housing situation is in ad- 
vance of Barbados - tNs is the time to think about it; & 
not let us-wait. I wish to repeat a paint I made. 1 hope the 
public will be educated on the Deep Water Harbour and we 
will not find as  has been found in South Africa that the 
Deep Water Harbour will lay down there for seven yeam 
and not be used. I would like our bople to be taught and 
to be made to realise that to exist in this world today we 
will have to compete with modern methods. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I believe that a great deal 
of our present problems have been caused by the fact that 
a number of people both in Government and in public felt 
certain that oil would be found in this colony. Again that is 
another step of false security. So far as1 how, the eqrdp 
ment is there in the Harbour todny and oil has not been 
found,according to the statement in the Esdmate8,up to 
now in commercial quantities. Let us do away with these 
false securities and concentrate on the presentthingwhich 
we know about. L& us  do everything in our power to as- 
certain that the one and only industry which we have does 
not fail. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have spoken somewhat a t  
length on this matter. I apologise to hon. members for hav- 
ing detained them at such length but I do not however apo- 
logise for the fact that 1 haveearnestly during the p.rt few 
days and nights tried to givb to this dekte  an honest, 
sincere contribution, one which I feel should be whole- 
heartedly taken by members of the Government ud by the 
public of this island. Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 &\re quite a 
few other things to my but 1 could not condense such 8 
serious situation as  I see it into a shorter dme. A8 I hove 
said, 1 have burnt the midnight oil on acqutrlng the drcu 
and studying the picture as  regard8 agriculture. 1 h- 
spent last year while on my holiday hwsdgating the acturl 
situation in the sugar industry and I feel I w speak with 
some authority on the matter. 

There are few other minor matters on which I would 
like to say a few words. I would Uke to warn this Govern- 
ment a g a i ~ t  industries which are encouraged lnto tbir 
island, and when they come into this i rkad  they Q w h t -  
ever they can to fleece the islandandthen clear out. I hop. 
that some method will be adopted in your Pionoer In- 
dustries Act where no on6 can come to this imLad rnd 
move out owing the Govemmt,  local or otherwise, money 
without ascertain@ that by some mean8 or method8 thorn 
people are called to account. It is OM good thing to m- 
courage people here, but it is another one for them to 
come here and exploit circumstances and lermt. 

1 will also llke to say in pasring that whatever 1 h- 
just slid on agriculture applies not only to the bip a@- 
cultur8Usts, the medium size agriculturaNsu, but aIro ta 
the small agriculturansts. The snvll fanner8 m mir fs- 
land Should be included into an 88 h 8  jWt k.lr 
dono by a noted Barbadtan in W a d .  T M r  pUghtJa onr 
which 1 perscmlly facl need8 further asd8t.IIC.. Th. 
amount of tkk contribution to the iskndDr d o n  la 
suOpr productim is apprectrbb ancl they should k f@mn 
cansidmtlon on uqr matter concerning the sugar indwty. 
I think it iia  regrettable that up to now- I hops I am crvroag 



in this - that the pilot scheme for small farmers cannot 
pass two tractors for the island. I repeat that every pos- 
sible encouragement, every possible facility should be 
put a t  their disposal and I would like to commend the 
Government for their propaganda and their effort on co- 
operatives. A great lot more needs to be done and I would 
like to commend to the public that those of us who can as- 
sist in any way for these co-operative societies to benefit, 
not only individuals but the whole island, should do so. 
There is more, in my opinion, that can be done for the 
srnall farmers and i t  should be done. In fact, l feel it 
must be done. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, there is a sum in the Current 
Estimates for the Barbados Museum and there is a clock 
in our Lobby which a s  far a s  my memory serves me has 
been showing the time of ten minutes pest six for a num- 
ber of years. I suggest that i t  would be a good generous 
offer of Mr. Speaker and this House to present that clock, 
the face of which is falling off, to the Barbados Museum. 
I say i t  in a light rriood but I would not be surprised to 
learn that that clock is an antique worth while preserving 
in our Museum and, at  any rate, it w d  prevent it from 
falling to pieces. I think that clockwould be a good present 
for the Barbados Museum. Mr. Deputy Speaker, withthese 
few words which have lasted rather a long time, I close 
my offering to this debate and 1 hope that they will be taken 
a s  sincerely as  they have been given. 
3.00 p.m. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, when the hon. 
member who has just sat  down was speaking, particularly 
when he dealt with the vicissitudes of the agricultural 
system of this island, my flesh began to creep, and I won- 
dered hew far he would go before he reduced the whole 
Chamber to tears of self-pity. I was on the polnt of empty- 
ing my pockets and offering Mm what small change I had, 
only to see if he were prepared to say that if things were 
a s  bad a s  they were, hewouldallow Lower Estate to go for 
a song. He quickly righted the position and said fiat while 
he thinks that something is wrong with the agricul-l 
system, i t  is not so bad or  so wrong that i t  cannot be re- 
trieved. Therefore, we were saved from taking his part 
of the industry off his hands; but I think that a lot of what 
he has said requires the strictest and closest attention 
being paid to i t  and I hope that the appropriate Minister, 
if he intervenes in the debate, will take the opportunity of 
answering some of the problems raised, particularly those 
which have to do with the cheapeningofour cost of produc- 
tion in order to meet competition in sugar and molasses 
from the neighbouring colonies. I think that that is very 
important and those who know most about i t  should ex- 
pend their energies in doing something about it. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, this debate on the Budget is one 
of the most fruitful which we have had in this Assembly, 
a t  least since I have been in here. It is the first time that 
hon members have had the opportunity, except through 
the medium of newspapers, to study the speech of the 
Finance Minister in detail and to make comments on the 
merits of what has been said, and not otherwise. We have 
struck a new departure which I hope will continue, now 
that we have arrived a t  lost at  the very sensible con- 
clusion that a Budget Speech should always be made on the 
second reading of the Appropriation Bill, which is the fit 
and proper place for it, and not just before the Estimates 
a re  dealt with in Committee. I think thatall hon. members 
have really profited by this new experience of being able 
to read the Speech of the Finance Ministerwithin 24 hours 
of its delivery and to be able to form their own judgment 
on the several issues raised in it. 

My own impression is that it is a Speech which has 
k e n  conceived not by politidans but by Civil Servants. 
Such bcts a s  a re  fomd in it, and it does possess a 
wealth of factual informaticn~, a re  set down in a very cold, 
unemotio~ml and straightforward way, and no attempt has 
been made whatever to ascertmin the awes d the thlngs 
complained a€, and no conclusions have been dram from 
any of the premises which h v e  been laiddown. I certainly 
get the impression that the whole plan of thfs Speech, and 
indeed its manner of presentation, belongs rather to peo- 

ple who are, by their .very nature, far removed from the 
rough and tumble of political life and who therefore do not 
very often come up against human nature as  i t  really is. 
Had i t  not been so, i t  would have been very difficult, for 
instance, to discover why a politician, whether a Minister 
of Finance o r  any other officer - should draw the conclu- 
sion that he should tax beer merely because people alleged- 
ly a re  not drinldng enough rum. That is the most super- 
ficial reason which could ever be given for levying a lax 
that I have ever heard. That is why 1 say that 1 believe 
this Speech is the handiwork of Civil Servants rather than 
the Cabinet a s  such. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, when I read this Speech and I 
was obliged to read i t  twice so a s  to get behind it, two 
impressions came to mind immediately. One impression 
was that the Government of Barbados has not yet arrived 
at  the position where i t  can base its policies on factual 
information. I got the impression that the members of 
the Government a re  still groping in the dark and that 
opinions and advice given to them are  not yet based on 
ruthless exploration of the facts of the case, but on the 
prejudices and the personal preferences and ideas of their 
advisers. Consequently, 1 was not astonished to seethat in 
one part of his Speech there was a somewhat alarming re- 
ference to the falling off during the past year in the value 
of our exports and the increase of imports over exports 
and in another part of the Speech reference is made to the 
advances and loans which increased last year from the 
commercial banks. I said to myself that if they have 
got to take two dfflerent parts of the same Speech so as  to 
set  down what are  essentially two sides of the same pro- 
blem, then the matter under consideration has not been 
carefully thought out; because 1 am certain that a w r y  
little investigation would show that the reason why the 
commercial banks, for instance, had faced such a heavy 
drain on their resources for loans and deposits i n  the 
past year was not unconnected with the fact that more 
money had to be paid for imports, because we were 
not sending out enough during the year or we were not 
getting as  high a price a s  we would have Uked to have 
got from the things we sent out; consequently, the drain 
was accounted for there. 
3.10 p.m. 
But to set those two facts far apart from each other a s  
if they bore no relation to one another, when in fact, a s  
1 said, they are obverse and reverse sides to the same 
coin, shows how very loose thinking there is on matters 
of fact, and a little investigation would show quite clearly 
what the true facts of the matter are. 

The second impression I got from my reading of the 
Premier's Speech was that this Government is still ob- 
sessed with the old-fashioned idea that i t  is the duty of 
Government to get every possible cent by way of taxation 
out of the people, and that any concession made to the 
Wpayer must be made only after a lot of considered hard 
hhking and not a s  a generous gesture. I am under the 
impression from reading i t  also that they feel that any 
drop in revenue, no matter what causes it, is something 
to fear a s  if i t  were an epidemic. I cannot explafn, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, on what other gromds, if not on those, the 
Government of Barbados would suddenly decide to penalise 
the people of this island for exercising a preference in 
favour of beer rather than rum, if i t  is true. I would have 
thought myself that before you jumped to the conclusion 
that more beer was being consumed than rum, you would 
have had to carry out a very thorough investigation of a 
statistical nature to find out what basic changes there hove 
been in the drinking preferences o r  the consumption pat- 
tern of ordinary people; what, for instance, may look to be 
a decided pref-e o r  rather an increase in the con- 
sumption d ker over rum might not a t  a l l  beabsolute, 
but nuy only be relative. For bmnce, I am mt 
a rum drinker myself to any great extent, but l have 
certuinly undergone a change within recent months so far 
a s  my own preference for rum is concerned; l drink now 
more M W  a y  thon I do an- else, and i t  may well 
be t&t there a r e  thousands llke myself who hove come 
around to the belief that rum produced in my wn con- 
stituency is the best d all  drinks and they a r e  forsaking 
other drinks for the one produced in St. Lucy. It  may well 



be drat more Mouut Gay is consumed and less of the other 
r ,  brands, and for this reason, since it  is certainly a llttle 

more expensive than the others, it is possible that per- 
sons a re  forsaking quantity for quallty, drinldng a llttle 
Mount Gay and maklng it go a long way instead of large 
quantities of others which they usedtodrlnk before. If i t  is 
a fact, and you cpa only know by finding it out, that would 
account for the relatlve increase in the overall consump- 
don of rum; but as between one brand of rum and another, 
you might discover that much more of one brand is bdng 
consumed than the other and i t  might not be that the in- 
crease in the consumption of beer means that that ie so 
absolute and so overwhelming; thatit may be due toother 
reasons. It may be due for fnetonce to the fact that many 
more women than before a re  now drinking weak alcohollc 
drinks, and that particularly as  reguds young women 
the urge to drink and smoke on 8 level with the men is 
now becoming more manifest, and consequently they feel 
that a beer taken in due season does not harm if taken 
In moderate quantities; if a reladvely large number 

C, of persons who never used beer before started to drlnk 
, it now, then you must expect some reladveincrease in the 

consumption of beer. But the Government does not a p  
proach a matter like thls merely onthe basis of the flgures 
it sees before it. The people who compile the Tariff and 
Excise information are  only concerned with bare, dry facts; 
the Financial Secretary has no part of duty lald upon him to 
discover why more rum or less rum or more beer or less 
beer is being consumed. It is the duty of politicians, how- 
ever, who are supposed in theory, at  any rate, to live 
near and keep close to the people to analyse these various 
trends and to make flgures, however impalatable they 
may be, bear some relation to theactualllkes and dislikes 
and preferences of human beings. I thlnk, therefore, that 
the proposal to increase the price of beer by laying on the 
tax on the ground that more beer is being consumed, is 
wicked and unwarranted and it  strikes in my view at a 
fundamental democratic prindple. 

No Government, I do not care what its political com- 
plexion may be, has the right to try to inhibit the pre- 

p ferences of people by taxing their llkes and dlsllkes, and 
I wfll illustrate that by saying this: we have grown up in 
a community in which one of the complahU of social wel- 
fare workers and people llke that has been that the work- 
ing-classes spend more of their money on rum than they 
do on anything else; consequently that there h a s  beena re- 
grettable lack of thrift and responsibility among them, 
and that the crave ford* partlculPrly for straag 
drink, was leading our people to ruin. If that is so - and 
there are  many who hold that view - 1 would have thought 
that any Government would have welcomed the fact that 
people were drMdng less rum and more beer if only on 
the ground that the alcohollc content of beer is much less 
than rum, and consequently the possibility of drunkenness 
is much less for people who drink beer thanfor those 
who drink rum. I would have thought, and any wise person 
would have done so also, that i t  was a trend which would 
have been welcomed: and any Government who saw that 
trend and found that i t  was a trendwhich would last, should 

'"* make it possible topeople todrinknot less beer but actuel- 
ly more, since the drinking of beer is less injurious to the 
human system than the drinldn(t of rum, at least so the 
people who know tell us. 
3.20 p.m. 
What you find is somethlng. radically different. When 
people for whatever reason haw changed their preference 
to strong drlnk and glven their preference to mild alcohollc 
beverages you find that those very people are  penalised on 
the ground that they a r e  not drinkhg enough of the very 
thing they say was dangerous to them. Apart from demo- 
cratic privileges it is also W. No Government, however 
popular lt may be, no matter hawever favoured it may be, 
has a right to p r e s d b e  to people what they bhall or  shall 
not eat or drlnk except in those rare cases where danger- 
ous drugs and poisons are put up for sale. Where it  comes 
to ordbmry items ot eating or drlnldrrg, it should always be 

g the duty of Covement  to make them available in abund- 
ance and as far as possible in untaxedquantities for plbllc 
c o n s u m p u ~ ~ ~ .  

I f e d  stroagly on this matter, not only because I be- 
lleve Bdh a f i n m d . 1  blunder of gravt? magnitude - and no 

doubt the tax will have to be called off pretty soon - but 
I feel that nobody has the right to impose a tax on me If 
I wish to drink water or lemonade in preference to ginger 
beer or mauby. There should be a certaln amount of free- 
dom left the individual to accommodate his own taste in 
eatlng and drlnklng. But there is something more than that 
involved. On the last occasion when thls House agreed 
to the raising of duty on rum whlch had as  its significance 
the increase in the retail price of a snap of rum, Sir 
Gmtley Adams said when complainto were made about i t  
by the Opporridon that the people were not supposed to 
drink rum h u s e  it was a luxury and, secondly, from the 
Government's point of view If they ttld not drlnlt any more 
rum the Government could not collect the increased tax. 
But suppose it has now happened that the people have not 
taken him at their word - that could be a reason, 1 do not 
know - do you mean to tell me that the Hon. Premier should 
penallse people to buy the same thingwhich his predecessor 
the former Premier safd they should not drink? The former 
Premier said that you should not drink it; now the present 
Premier is saying that you are  not drinkingit In sufficient 
quanddes. That is exactly what is happening. 

1, Mr. Deputy Speaker, am one of those whom if the 
choice were mlne to see thls community free or sober, I 
should prefer to see it  free. I prefer any community 
to be free than sober because that community will be free 
In its choice, in its preference in eating and drinldng: 
and If that is so, then its commonsense is bound to assert 
itself. This Government has no right at all to dictate to the 
people of this island the lines along which they should 
eat or drink and certainly it should not at all be lnfllcted 
upon the people of this island. I thlnk that is a short- 
sighted policy and i t  is going to reflect in this way. You are  
not go@ to get the revenue which you tNnlr you are  going 
to get. It is the duty of the Opposition Party in this House 
to make the people see that you a n  doing it not to get 
the revenue but for other purposes. When they come to 
understand that i t  is an unnecessary tax I am sure that they 
will stop drlnklng it. 

On the other hand, you may say that the anticipated 
revenue comlng h from the increased tax from beer did 
not come in and then you will have to do something on 
rum again. There L one dangerous aspect of thls whole 
matter of the beer tax and i t  is thls. If all that can be said 
about it by Govermnentwas merely that the lose on revenue 
on rum has got to be made up by the increased revenue on 
beer, I stlll disagree with it but I would not be so opposed 
to it. But the idea that you should couple that with the 
nonsense that because we a re  soon to have a beer factory 
in thls island you haw got to protect the local beer agalnst 
the foreign beer when we have not got that local factory 
yet at all is somethlng which is no argument at all. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
rise on a point of order. I would U e  to see and hear where 
I used those words which the hon. member has just spoken. 

Mr. TUDOR: I do not know If the hon. member was 
llstenlng to me: I said the idea tb.t you have coupled one 
idea with another. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
he has made references wNch healleges that1 have raised 
in my speech;and since he has my speech before him I 
would U e  to see where 1 said that one of the reasons for 
this beer tax was that a new beer factory was soon to be 
put up here and that I want protection for that factory. 

Mr. TUDOR: 1 haw not accused him af saying i t  
verbatim,, but coupling the idea of the increase with the 
other idea of the establishment of a new industry is what 
would make me be inclined to oppose it more. 1 have not 
said that he U so directly. Let me go on. You ccmnot 
encourage a aew industry and jusdfy the encouragement 
of it, at least in the public's mind K not in your own mind, 
by reference or by association with a domestic tax put on 
and imposed op beer. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
am sorry to rise a* I have never given sueh an im- 



Pression and such an impression is erroneous. I never 
made any reference that this was designed to encourage 
an industry a s  he is saying. I am not responsible if what 
I said has caused that impression to arise in the hon. 
member's mind: but if he is going to quote me, I hope he 
will quote me correctly. 

Mr. TUDOR: I never thought that this thing would be 
s o  serious. The Hon. Premier is making people think that 
l am on a hot spot. All l a m  saying is that people who have 
heard of and experienced the beer tax havealso heard that 
there is going to be a brewery set up here in the near 
future: and the two ideas, coupled together, wouldin effect 
give the impression that the new price a t  wNch they a re  
buying their beer may be something to do with the new 
brewery. That is no quotation of what he said; that is an 
association of ideas and that is n o t .  to do with my per- 
sonal opinion. I am sorry that he does not pay any attention 
to what arises in people's mind: Ithoughtthat would be his 
nuin consideration; but if he fe,els that being Premier 
exempts him from Caking into account people's considera- 
dons, i t  is sufficient that he will know what they think later 
on. 
3.30 p.m. 
What I fear is this; when?ver this breweryis set up, - and 
nobody would be against i t  in principle -the people of this 
island might well find that whereas they were looking for- 
ward to buying a bottle of beer locally produced a t  the 
cheapest possible price, in point of fact they might be buy- 
ing beer a t  the price atwhichtheyare now paying for rum. 
lt is the Premier's duty to separate the two ideas in the 
mind of the public. It is all right for hon. members of 
this House who know what the Premier has said or  has not 
said to be clear about it; but people who have to buy beer 
and the beer factory which is being set up (Hon. M. E. COX: 
A r e  you sure that i t  is notthebeer agents?) Well, whoever 
the beer agents are, they shouldknowthefucts of the case. 
I do not know if the Hon. Minister who made that aside is 
one of those agents; I myself am not one. and so there can- 
not be any reference to me. 

I think 1 disagree with every hon. member on this 
side of the House and probably with some of the members 
of my own Party in my attitude today a s  to this question of 
the Pools. 1 haw never filled out any of these football pool 
coupon; I do not understand them. They have come home 
to me and they have all gone into the waste paper basket 
because l do not understand them. In any case, since I am 
not the cleverest man, i f  people want to indulge in a mild 
form of gambling I do not think that the Government should 
want to stop it, On a s  score, I disagree profoundly with 
the hon. senior member for St. Peter a s  we have the right 
to disagree with people; before you pass judgment on any- 
Mng you have to consider the sort of people who indulge in 
me particular form of gambling. You have a community 
which is overwhelmingly poor and some instinct has warned 
the people of this island that the people here have to work 
and however much they may try to save, they do not get 
a s  much a s  they should get out of life. That instinct, 
coupled with the natural gambllng instinct of humannature, 
makes them take a fling whereverthey can. Whether on the 
race pasture or  by buyingrace tickets or  anything like that, 
people do i t  and I think i t  is very bard for us to want to 
inhibit them, not even on the ground that i t  is a bad thbg 
for them, but on the ground thatthepools a re  entering into 
competition with the Barbados Turf Club. Because the 
Government get some revenue from the Turf Cluband they 
a re  not getting any revenue from the Pools, that has been 
made the justification for putting on a tax on the Pools in 
order that what they lose from the Turf Club is made up 
for  by the Pools. That is a badway to make people pay for 
innocent pleasures. If it is found tbot the attention to this 
pool betting is so great that it is harming the effidency 
of people in business houses and of 6.d servants, if 
a considerable portion of every day or some days a week 
a re  devoted to filling in of these Football Pools and, 
consequently, a fair day's work is not glven for a fafr 
wage which is received, then I would condemn any such 
practice which allows the people employed to use their 
employer's time for that purpose. That is reprehensible 
and i t  should not be done at a1l; but i t  is Something far 
different from the problem a s  the Government sees it. 

Pf people feel that they a re  so  poor that they can get a 
little money by investing 25q! or SO#, I *&k that that !S an 
innocent pleasure. The gambling instinct does not,affect 4 
everybody in the same way. There a re  members of this 
House who gamble on their political reputations and lose 
even in the elections. The gambling instinct varies from 
person to person, and although, in the case of a politician, 
losing a gamble can be very depressing, onthe other hand, 
when you play Footballs Pools you can only lose what you 
have invested. if you invest heavily,then you lose heavily. 
I think i t  is an invasion of personal freedom and the pre- 
ference of hdlviduals to choose in spending their money, 
to tell them what they should do o r  what they should not 
do or to make it appear that you a re  imposing a tax, not 
so much because you think that gambling is an evil, but on 

L 

the ground that this particular form of gambling is rival- 
ling a form of gambling which is an older established type 
of gambling, and one from which the Government receives 
revenue. I do not think that i t  is any part of the Govern- 
ment's duty to defend the Turf Club against competition 
from the Football Pools. If people feel that they should 
invest their money in these Pools rather than in Sweep 
stake tickets that is the people's affair and no Government 
has any right tc; intervene between the people and their 
choice. 
3.40 p.m. 
In any case, i t  shows that the Government really does not 
know what i t  is doing if it has to rake in revenue from 
every little foolish source i t  can think of. Some sorts of 
revenue a re  not worth collecting. I am one of those people 
who feel that if you a re  getting $50,000 in entertainment 
tax, i t  is not worth collecting, because you have to set 
up an administrative machine which will cost you perhaps 
half of that and ttat is not a sensible proportion justifiable 
to the collecting of this tax. Certainly this Government 
should not appear to hold a brief for the Turf Club in order 
to prevent the Pools from being practised in Barbados 
by the people. 

I know some members of this House take the view 
that addiction to this Pool betting causes large sums 
of money to go out of this island; that is true, but I do not a 
know if I may offend the people by saying that 1 feel that 
a Government which can throw away large sums of money 
of its own should be the last person to want to tell people 
not to send sums of money out of this island. G o e r v e n t  
should set an example perhaps in thrift and in careful 
spending befare i t  attempts to lecture to the people of this 
island on these matters, and the advice will probably be 
taken in better heart if people saw a more positive exam- 
ple being set by Government itself. 1 personally would be 
inclined to resist and be opposed to any attempt to tax 
pool betting because 1 do not think i t  is Mg enough, at any 
rate, yet, for Government to interfere, and I think that if 
people want to spend their money in a certain way in a 
democratic society, unless they a re  spending it on things 
which a re  in themselves illegal, you have no right to 
inhibit or  prevent them. 1 feel very strongly on these two 
matters. You should not penalise people for drinking beer 
if that is what they like to drfnk, nor should you penalise 
them for small investments of a gambling nature so  long & 
a s  the investment itself has not been declared illegal. Any 
attempt to do either or  both of these things I feel to be an 
invasion on the liberty of the s&ject. 

When we turn now to other matters in the Budget, I 
would like to say this with respect to the loan which the 
Barbados Government has just succeeded in raising in the 
United Kingdom: l thlnk that i t  is time that a commonsense 
view was brought to bear on this matter. l have Ustened to 
members of the Government Party and1 have read articles 
in the Government Party's newspaper outlining the paint 
of view that the loan was granted because of the allegedly 
abounding confidence which the Pritish Government and 
investors in the United Kingdom have in the Barbados 
Government, and it has .ken suid of course that had that 9 
coafidmce not existed the loan would not have been granted. 
I would like to make two comments on that because 1 see 
the same sort of thing is repeated word for word almost 3. 
in the Budget Speech. The first is this, Mr. Sp&ker: the 
London Money Market or for that matter any money mar- 
ket in the world works entirely without any sentiment ex- 



aept any such sentiment a s  dictates whether o r  not an in- 

&-. 
vestment is a good one, and therefore the idea that per- 
sons lending the Government of Bnrbados money would be 

C 
so  concerned about the personnel or the ideology of the 
Barbados Government is absurd on the very face of it, 
beause Governments of all  sorts of political complexions 
from all  over the world get money from London, and Lon- 
don investors, so long a s  the investment itself is a sound 
a e  and certain other circumstances a re  propitious, a re  
prepared to lend their money out whenever they can: but in 
broad circ*mstances the popularity of this Government on 
the London Market has nothing to do with the loan. It 
simply is L-at since i t  is knownin England that the greater 
part of this money was to finance the Harbour project which 
we now have, the persons in England who a re  backers 
of the firm constructing the Harbour wanted their money 
or a t  least this portion of i t  at  this particular time and 
exerdsed their influence to get it. (Hon. M. E. COX: Hear, 
Heart) You might well say "hear, hear", but i t  is for you 
to say whether any of i t  is coming here at  all. (Hon. M. E. 
COX: That is for you to find out.) That is not for me to 
find out: you used to say we could not raise a cent; so if 
you have raised a loan you have raised more than you 
thought you would, and you will not raise another unless 
Costain wants more money from you: that iswhen you will 
get it and not before. (A VOICE: You are  hopeless.) 1 am 
hopeless and you are  desperate. 

I think, Mr. Speaker, that i t  should be stated quite 
fairly that this nonsensical statement that some peculiar 
confidence rests in them, that people who have never seen 
them or  a r e  aware of their existence should suddenly 
believe in them as  to lend them money - I think i t  is time 
to put a stop to that. The facts a re  that the people whom 
they owe wanted their money and exerted their influence to 
get i t  for them, and i t  passed from the people who owed 
i t  almost straight to the people for whom i t  is due, and if 
that i s  confidence. i t  is confldence of the investors in 
Costain to call for money when they want it. 

Now, I do not know why in a Budget Speech i t  should 
have been so very relevant for the Minister of Finance 
to launch into the highly controversial field of Civil Servant 
retirement. I know of course that superficially there is a 
connection between the age of retirement and the amount 
Government spends in the service every year, but 1 do not 
think that Government is wise to bringthis matter up here, 
because i t  is a matter which takes some considerable 
thinking over. For instance, if you decide to take back 
the retiring age of Civil Servants to 65, you a re  by that 
very stroke of policy holding back the promotion and 
appointments of younger people, and you will have to bal- 
ance two things, whether by saving onpensions you a r e  not 
losing on energy and efficiency lower down. You cannot 
decide immediately with a stroke of policy to do that. There 
a r e  great issues involved and i t  might not work out a s  
easily as  they tbink, because you go to the length of in- 
stituting costly schemes of training for Civil Servants; 
you institute Devonshire courses and every year you 
take a dozen m ~ l e  and send them out on study leave, the 
purpose and object of which a re  to flt them for immediate 
promotion in very responsible administrative positions. 
If therefore you change yourwholepolicy, insteadof allow- 
fng people to come out a t  55 and make them come out a t  
65, i t  means that your promotions are going to be bottled 
off lower down, frustration and discontent will breed and 
you may then be faced with whole-sale desertion from your 
Civil Service prohbly to others. 
3.50 p.m. 
Of course, natumlly, if this particular proposalis W o r m  
all over the other islands, there is nothing much which 
Civll Servants can do about it other than get out of it 
altogether. 

I think the reaction is this. If you agree that people 
P should have more leisure and have more of it in a com- 

mdtY .nd you reached the conclusia that an effidently 

k 
run Public Service can justtry retirement a t  50 or  55, you 
bre no right ncrw opr g r o w  of expectadcm tht life ia 
1- Md that pcaple are healthy enough to make them 
W& -1 65 - axld it ia this attihde dmt you W x.mming 
through the Premier's Speech - t&t oeople must be peunl- 

ised because they manage to be in good health until they a re  
70. I cannot understand it. 1 thinlc a progressive thinldng 
Government would welcome the fact that public servants 
should retire a t  an age when they a re  still reasonably 
vigorous. You a re  now saying that you envisage the time 
when you can keep your Civil Servants on until they a r e  
65; but other people a re  looking forward to the day when 
other persons not employed in the Government Service 
will get their old age pensions at  a rather much less age 
than they get i t  now. I certainly have been emphasizing 
more often than not that i t  is a great discrepancy that the 
people in the Public Service can go out on pension a t  60 
and other persons have to work until they a r e  68 before 
they can qualify for Old Age Pension. If Government has 
its way and would take this retirement age to 65, i t  would 
not view with any favour the receiving age for Old Age 
Pension a t  any age lower than what i t  is now. The one 
answer which they would put upagainst it is: why should 
we reduce i t  when we have just carried up our retiring 
age for our officers and servants in the Service. Sir, that 
is something which you must take into account and I say 
that i t  is no argument, if people a re  living longer, that the 
retiring age should be carried up. 

There is the admission made in another part of the 
Hon. Premier's Speech that the pensions a r e  inadequate 
and, con~equently, persons who retire even a t  55 have to 
seek money to augment their pensions. Here again, be- 
cause a public servant retires at  55 and is in health good 
enough for his seeking another job is no argument that he 
should wait until he is 65. To keep him working ten years 
longer does not necessarily do him a favour,but in the long 
run i t  can help him: because the longer you keep him,the 
more Leave Passages you will have to find for him and 
the more emoluments you will have to give him because 
he would be there long enough to witness several increases 
of salary. More increases of salary would mean more in- 
creases of pensions; so I cannot see Government is look- 
ing at  i t  from a commonsense point of view. 

The Hon. Premier said that the use of antibiotics has 
caused the span of life to be longer. How relevant is that 
to this argument? The whole argument is giving a portion 
of importance to the expectation of life. I well know the 
Hon. Premier at  his age would be inclined to make out a 
good case where he saw a man of 70 living an active life 
and I do know that is argument which would be grasped 
with both hands by the hon. junior member for St. James: 
and I do know that i t  pleases everybody to know that they 
a r e  a t  an age which they can stilldo an active job of work 
but that is no argument for making Civil Servants stay on in 
your employ until they a re  65. There a re  many young peo- 
ple who want employment and you a r e  training them for 
that. It is those people whom youreally bave got to please. 

One other point, Mr. Speaker, and i t  is this. I wish 
to quote from page 10 of the Premier's Speech. It is stated. 
"Unfortunately for us, the financial year of the Federal 
Government is the calendar year and in our case, our 

1 financial year is from the 1st April to the 31st March in 
I the next year: so when the Federation makes its mandatory 

levy, i t  does not correspond with our finand91 year and 
because of that, i t  may appear a s  if we a r e  paying more 
than we ought to, but i t  is taken back in the following year 
when the figures can be adjusted." 

That is explanatory. I do not think i t  is so unfortmmte 
that the financial yeai" of the Federation should cover a 
different perloa tnan ours. It just happens to be a fact. What 
I wish to say about this matter is that I have not yet noticed 
the Government of Barbados making any pronouncement 
about the level of Federal apendf- and this House of 
Assembly has got a duty laid on it, a t  any rate, if i t  can do 
nothing more, toair its views evenif i t  can do nothing about 
it immediately. Hon. members are not treated to the 
fullest information both a s  to the nature and the scope of 
the Federal e x p s d t N n  and we hear a lot of unnecessuy 
vlews which if they are  true will not please the taxpayers 
of this isW. The latest bit of nonsense to come from 
Trinidad is that the Prime Minister d t h e  Federadon a- 
not live in the house which we bought for him for $50,000 
and that the Federal Government h e  decided to purchase 



a piece of land to collstruct a buildlngwhich is to be I m m  
as the Prime Midster's residence and tbrt the proposed 
new residence would cost a quoncr million dollars. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the people of Barbados did not 
join the Federation in order to g r a m  the whims and 
fancies of the Fedenl Government. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, what has 
that got to do with it? 

Mr. TUDOR: I can speak as  I Uh, Mr. Speaksr, l 
wonder thnt you allawed me to be in#rrupt6d. I do not 
think the people of thir island have any right to have 
burdens placed on them by the Federal Qowmm~rnt In 
which they pardcipate when those burdamarepartd their 
own taxation to their Government, because i t  ir the Govern- 
ment of Barbados which collects from the people of 
island and passes it on to the Federadon. 
4.00 p.m. 
This House of Assembly without any Werence of Party or 
political opinion, should have strong views to pass on 
Federul expenditure particularly when tMs expenditure 
appears to be extravagant. In this isfead you are as- 
people to "make do" on what little they have. You have 
just thrown away a $1/4 million in the Tramport Eonrd 
last year but you cannot ilnd any money to put into other 
things. We are not getting any help witb our soda1 ser- 
vices and at the same time we are paying an increased 
mandatory levy when we have no say in the spending of it 
but only hear that our cantributions are going in expendi- 
ture which we do not consider to benecessary. I think that 
this House of Assembly ought to be able to say this to the 
Federal Government every year: "We reserve the right, 
we are very critical over that expenditure because we deny 
ourselves a lot of things in Barbados so as  to keep the 
Federadon going." Any Government which takes its re- 
sponsibility seriously will speak to the Federal Govern- 
ment in the strongest possible terms. 

Mr. Speaker, the announcement from the Minister 
of Finance that Building Sodeties are going to be en- 
couraged so that the housing of the people may proceed 
with great rapidity is welcome; but, a s  I see it, that an- 
nouncement itself is an admission, a belated admission, 
that the Housing Authority of tMs island is not re-housing 
and cannot rehouse the entire population in the shortest 
possible time. The Housing Authority has a valuable 
service to perform as  it is doing, but there are areas of 
activity in housing which, a s  this Speech envisages, should 
be opened up to all other forms of enterprise. 1 hope that 
while that is a welcome sign, the Govemmentwill see that 
proper safeguards are used. We do not want Building 
Sodedes set up and then house and property valuea sky- 
rocket in price because a lot of sharks operate 4s sHck 
and clever manner a t  the expense of persolls who really 
want to be housed. I do not think it is enough for the Gov- 
ernment to leave the matter at tbnt, but they should in- 
troduce the necessary legislation to control the establish- 
ment and operadon of such btdlding societies a s  now exist 
or as may be set up in future. If that is done, I think that 
the operadon of these societies with the Housin~Authority 
sharing the work of both elements, ought t o  go much 
funher in re-housing the population than the Housing 
Authority can go at the moment. As I have soid, very strict 
supervision is needed; otherwise complPints will come in 
very soon that people are being robbed. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 return Mefly to a point on which I 
tcuched earlier, that is, the partial loss of revenue from 
certain sources of which the Pinnnce Minirter complained 
h his Speech. 1 want to draw to the attendon of the Covern- 
ment something which they might well haw overlooked - 
that is, the number of amendments to the Customs Tariff 
Act which we hive passed in the last three or four years, 
which are probably more than twenty; and while some of 
these amendments have beenpuely administrative amend- 
ments, the ovemhelming majority hve rerulted in a lorr 
of revenw because they have allowed raw materklr uui 
other thtngs to come in duty free for wriow indwtrlw. 
1 have always trken the view that the dme ha8 come whn 
the whole Curtoms Tariff problem willhaw to be mvi.w.d 
ud tlia whole Act amended or repealed and a cornprehenmive 

$2ustorns Toriff Act introduced. 1 warn the Government of 
this maner because I feel tbat each amendment to the Act, 
while it may look small in its consequence, when we add 21( 
them alltogether, there must be a considerable loss of re- 
venue from which this island is suffering on account of - 
these accumulated amendments. When a large number of 
goods, materklr, machinery, instruments and othcr Mugs 
come in duty free - I am not saying that there is no jueti- 

I ilcation for some of them coming in duty free - you are 
/ loring revenue md you are prohbly getdng now an m- 

necerrry c o m p ~ g  about$becawe it will be some 
y + n  before the incentive leglrkdon ceases to take ailect. 
If you derrtmd that you are losing revenua then you 
rhould not compkin about it;if,foryears,this lors of m- 
venue reach08 proportions which are too great, it would 
be a s  well for us to keepa yearly, contlnupl check in order 
to see that these amendments to the Act do not defeat the 
very purpom for which the Government has established 
them. I think that we will probably lose about $50,000 in 
revenue, probohly more, in the operation of these Acts 
and we cannot continue to introduce these amendments 
in a piecemeal way as  soon as  some scheme is put up 4 
about allowing these items to come in free. A new com- 
prehensive Customs Tariff Act should be introduced and 
passed in tMs House settlng out clearly the circumstances 
&er which these concessions are tobe givenin the future. 

I do not tbiqk we should come in here every three 
months with amendments to the Act. You have a mass of 
Bills which give concessions to industries and you do not 
know what revenue you are losing in this way. I hope that 
the Government will pay anendon to this maner and make 
the necessary adjustments. 

In conclusion, I should like to say that this is a very 
unsatisfactory Budget; I do not see anything in i t  to feel 
congratulatory about. 
4.10 p.m. 
1 think it is time now that we are almost half-way through 
the Session that Government said quite plainly whatit pro- 
poses to do about all these issues whichfrom dme to time 
are being raised by the Oppoddon. 1 do not think that 1 
can congratulate them, Mr. Speaker, onrealisinga surplus fi 
of $2 11'2 million or $3 million when I have always been 
asking them to gfve an immediate increase in old age 
pensions. l think that a s  soon as  you see yourself heading 
for a surplus and you understand, Mr. Speaker, that you 
have taken more from the people in taxadon than you need 
have taken, one of the first things you could do is to ex- 
pend and expand on social services, and you should give 
priority to those social services where a minimum grant 
of ~b money could help most. Every time you get Govern- 
ment paying more money the cost of living has risen, and 
they stop short at that admission without making the 
further admission that there are people in this community 
who do wed more monetary assistance, and I am never 
tired of maldng a plea for the Old Age Pensioners of this 
island. There are other people who need i t  too, but the 
Old Age Pensioners need it more than most, and you have 
to be very hard-hearted not to see, Mr. Speaker, that if 
in 1956 you admitted that when you gave $1.80 per week it 
was not as  much a s  you wanted to glve, because you could b 
not do better at the time, do you want to tell me that three 
years from then you could not see that a bettercase be 
made out for the increase now? 

This money which they have accumulated in sur- 
pluses is the people's money. I could take the MMster 
of Social Services and the Premier - and I think they had 
beaer let me take them because I could not guarantee their 
safety otherwise - to my constituency to show them old 
Rhoda Fnnklyn from Crab Hill, an old age pensioner who 
is 90 years old; she has nothlng more to exist on than 
what they give her and she told me the other day that it 
is tnr she hos not got as  long to live a s  she has lived 
before, but she would still Uke to be able to buy half pint 
of milk every day to drink from now until she dies. That 9 
touche8 you romewhere, Mr. SptoLer, and I cannot see 
how t h ~  W a y  tht  camrot ilad money to do th.re 
wry  nrrcwwy tbingr when thry cm ju8tlfY.n-nw - 
Of pub& frmdr 48 thy hV8 a t  th0 Tramport Bard. .4ftU 
a& old Rhotin PNlLlyn i8 mt ukiq for charity, tor the 
vary monay rhe 18 asking for L her8 becawe she turn 
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been eating and drinking ali her 90 years and some of the I Mr. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I must commend the Hon.: 
customs duties they have collected have come out af her; 
so  she is only asking - and there a re  thousands like her - 
for a little of what they have contributed. Do you mean you 
cannot afford to give them some of their own money? They 
would prefer to see i t  in their own stomachs than thrown 
down the drain somewhere else. 

I think i t  is time that the social services, especially 
those which require cash grants for their running and 
benefits, should be attended to; and when you have a com- 
munity such a s  ours and you decide to regard one section 
of the community by raising the income tax exemptions, 
you should reward the other side by leaving some money 
with them too, because raising the allowances for children 
of parents whose incomes a r e  on this level means in fact 
helping those in the incomes of $300, $500 or  $600. What 
about those whose income is $1.80 per week? If you are  
giving benefits and relief to one section of the community, 
you should balance the thing by giving equal, similar or  
comparable relief to the other section; that is how I feel 
about it, and you therefore cannot askmeto congratulate a 
Government which piles up a surplus from money taken 
from the people intaxationover andabovewhat you needed. 
I do not think that there is any reason for congratulation, 
and once again I make a plea for the increase in old age 
pensions in this financial year that is coming. Do not make 
these people wait until 1961 when you want the votes of 
those who have survived; give i t  to them now; and if you 
want their votes in 1961, give them another increase then, 
because 1 think you will be doing them more justice. 

It i s  an old story in this House that your own em- 
ployees are  dissatisfied with the wages which you pay to 
them, and the Minister of Trade Industry and Labour is 
never tired of sounding the trumpet that Government is 
a better employer than anybody else, and he is always 
ready to quote facts and figures to prove it. If you a re  a 
better employer you should show i t  beyond a shadow of 
a doubt. Do not let your own employees have to badger 

I Premier to some extent in having made such an infor- 
mative and comprehensive speech on the Budget and 1 
must say that 1 appreciate i t  even more, thanks to the 
services of the Clerk of our Houseandhis staff and to you, 
Mr. Speaker, for having actually seen to itthat extra work 
was put in so  that we could secure copies of the speech a t  
such short notice and time. It is for that reason that I am 
in a position to commend the Premier, who is Minister of 
Finance, in that reading his speech was more illuminadng 
than having listened to it. The substance of his speech is 
commendable and I say i t  with all  sincerity. In reality, I 
regard this budget speech a s  being more informative and 
comprehensive and containing much more detailthanmany 
former budget speeches 1 have listened to by the present 
Prime Minister of the West Indies and for that reason, I 
am making a special note of it. 

Now, I am very satisfied with many of the proposals 
by the Hon. Premier and many of his summaries and 
SO on: but with respect to the proposed tariff increase 
on beer, I certainly, like my colleague who has just sat 
down, feel that it is a wrong method of approach and it  
may be that i t  was not the Premier's desire to protect the 
locally manufactured beer whenthat company does come in- 
to operation but his desire to see that more rum is sold 
locally, a s  he has said. 1 feel that is a very clumsy way of 
doing i t  and i t  would have come with better grace to allow 
the local beer factory to come here first and then see 
what can be done to protect the local beer factory. The 
protection would not be against rum but so  far against 
the imported beer. I therefore regard his proposals in so 
far a s  increasing the tariff on beer as  being clumsy and I 
certainly do not commend him for that. 

I feel that the Premier's proposals in so far a s  
granting concessions in income tax rates and in the 
allowances a re  steps in the right direction. As the Hon. 
Premier himself observed, he said: "We cannot go to the 
same extent a s  is being done in the other places." (He is 

you about raising wages and giving them this and that. 
You should not wait for the Opposition Party or your 
back-benchers to tell you what to do, so  that if you find 
yourself with a surplus, get ahead with the job of giving 
increases to the people who need them most; do not wait 
to be urged and pressed. I am not one of those people who 
would let our case go by default because whenever they do 
it, wherever my voice will reach I will remind the people 
that it was this side of the House which caused i t  to be 
done. They should not wait for us to press them; they 
should anticipate the Opposition by doing these things. 

The Local Government Elections a re  now over and I 

referring to Trinidad, British Gulalv and Jamaica and 
other colonies in the Caribbean.) - but we have struck a 
middle course and 1 am suretheamendmentswhich we a re  
about to make will bring some relief to parents so fa r  
a s  the education of their children is concerned." 

We all have copies of this speech and i t  does not 
necessitate my reading i t  to any great extent at thfs stage. 
The proposals contained in his speech insofar a s  granting 
greater allowances to children between the ages of twelve 
and sixteen for their education and reducing the rates of 
taxable income not exceeding the first $6000 a s  appears 
in his speech a re  good in themselves and a move in the 

cannot be accused now of making an electioneering speech. right direction: but when one considers the fact that this 
There is no election in the offingas far a s  1 know; there is is the first  time a realistic approach haa been made to 
a bye-election that has nothing to do with me, so 1 cannot this question of income tax - and when I soy realistic 
be accused of making an electioneering speech. I really do approach, I refer to the fact that the Income Tax ~ c t  was 
make a sincere and genuine plea for you to take some of first  instituted in this island in  1921 and the rates a re  
the money and share i t  among the people, and I think you laid ever since this every year - but when you compare 
will find i t  an advantage. If you give the old people more the rate in 1921 with the rate today in 1959, you will i money and expand these necessary social services, Mr. see that the rate - and when I say the rate, I mean also 
Speaker, you will have less money to waste, and you will 
have to be more careful about getting money because they 
will get into the habit of spending i t  to good purposes and 
will therefore always want more to spend on these pur- 
poses; but because you do not give i t  to the right people, 
you must accumulate enough of i t  to waste. I feel, Mr. 
Speaker, that the money which is thrown away, say, in the 
Transport Board, would stop when Government knows that 
there is no more money to be spent in that direction. You 
ought to' have a sense of priority and a sense of gratitude 
to the people, and I think the Party in power which is now 
rejoicing over 27 out of 48 seats.in a Local Government 
Election should be so bursting with gratitude and feel so  
generously inclined towards the people, that it ought to 
be chasing down the old age pensioners of thfs island and 
pelting them with dollar notes saying "I thank you, 1 thank 
you,1s 
4.20 p.m. 
Wr f r o h  that, you a re  taking i t  away from them. You a re  
taking away an extra eight cents for the very bottle of 
stout that somebody will give them tc drink. 

l the allowances - in the case of a single man o r  a married 
man a s  the case may be a re  not sufficiently far-reaching 
because the cost of living has increased so immensely 
and by so many hundreds of percentages since 1921 that 
the whole question of income tax should be revised on 
a comprehensive basis. Of course, this is a step in the 
right direction and I welcome i t  because i t  shows that our 
Present Premier is not adopting any obstinate methods 
in so  far as  reasonable methods a re  concerned. When I say 
obstinate methods, I have in mind the attitude adopted by 
his predecessor in office. 

This is a realistic approach to the problem and one 
which is on sound grounds and 1 am supporting his proPO-, 
sals: but I am saying that the proposals do not go fa r  enough, 
because when You consider that income tax was first infro- 
duced in 1921 and YOU compare the rates then with the rates 
now and the allowances then with the allowa- as they 
stand today, You will see that instead ofgranting the aver- 
age single man an allowance in the firstplace of $960 as it 
is and $1,400 in the case of a married couple (in case both 
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a m  working, their incomes a re  added together) the time in 
my opinion has come when a more realistic approach 
should be made to this problem altogether because the 
grant of such allowances is preposterous, to say the least. 
The time has come when allowances more in keeping with 
realities shoufd be granted andwhenl say realities one has 
to bear in mind the actual high cost of living today. TO 
expect an average single man to live on less than $100 or 
to grant him allowances on lessthan $1.00 in my view is 
unreasonable. 
4.30 p.m. 
1 am thordore suggesting that the Premier should take rq, 
this matter and appoint a Committee of so-called experts, 
or if you have not got any one competent here to tackle this 
question of income tax on a Proper level, Secure the ser- 
vices of a competent economist or financial expert, some- 
one who understands the rateswhichareprevailingin these 
places. You should obtain the services of someone who 
understands economics generally, one who is competentto 
deal with this matter, and have a revision made of this 
Income Tax Act in order to grant some measure of relief 
to the average inhabitant of this island. I am sure that if 
you were to go Into the high cost of living, if You were to 
go into the matter carefully, youwill seethat my proposals 
are  not far wrong, because the Premier himself said that 
he is striking a middle course; he is not even striking a 
middle course, because he is maldnga startin approaching 
this problem and he is doingitveryguardedly. He wants to 
make sure that the revenue is not affected to any great 
extent and I qtdte agree with him. Inthe absence of Proper 
assistance, the Premier is probably Correct in adopdng 
this attitude. While allowances have been increased in the 
case of children and the rate has been increased in so far 
a s  the first six thousand dollars of taxable income is con- 
cerned, bringing us into line withTrinidad mainly and some 
of the other colonies generally, yet I didnot hear the Pre- 
mier refer to any provision which he contemplates maung 
in so  far as  companies, I mean small companies, are  
concerned. The rate a t  present is m of the profits and if 
you a re  a Labour Government and you are  encouraging 
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.it is a fact that i t  is the Government's policy to encourage 
industry, to build up the tourist industry, to insist in the 
establishment of minor industries a s  set out by the Premier 
in securing an expert from U.S.A., and having regard to the 
loan which has been made to the Tourist Development 
Board 1 am hoping that the Premier will see to i t  that 
there is a proper reduction in the rate to be accorded to 
small companies to serve a s  an inducement and an incen- 
tive in the establishment not only of small companies but 
of many industries a s  he has proposed. 

I do not care to reiterate any of the points which have 
been covered by previous speakers because i t  was not my 
intention merely to make a lengthy speech or even to have 
spoken a t  all; but any gaps which have been created by 
previous speakers I shall attempt to fill in. 
4.40 p.m. 
Before I forget, Sir,Ishalldealinthe first place - regard- 
less of who likes it - with onw or  two grave omissions 
affecting my constituency, and the first is the establish- 
ment of a secondary modernschoolfor theparish of Christ 
Church irrespective of the site. If the question of site 
comes up, I would suggest that MaxwellHill, Pilgrim Road 
or Below the Rock would be suitable, butas hon. members 
will remember this had already been included in the Esti- 
mates for last year. Provision had been made for the con- 
struction of a secondary modern school at Rendezvous, 
Christ Church, which is near to Worthing View, and I do 
not know whether i t  was abandoned or deferred. 1 got the 
impression that i t  was deferred; in other words, i t  was 
abandoned in so far a s  Rendezvous being a proper site 
for the construction of a secondary modern school for 
Christ Church was concerned, and I agreed with the Hon. 
Premier who was then, 1 think, Minister of Education when 
he abandoned that particular scheme because I did not con- 
sider Rendezvous sufficiently densely populated to serve 
the needs of the parish, and i t  was then that I suggested, 
if hon. members will remember, that a more central site 
could be selected, and suggested then that Maxwell Hill, 
Pilgrim Road or Below the Rock in the Silver Sands area 

thrift and industry among small or  big buslnessmeh and I would be considered more suitable; but in these Estimates 
quite naturally we will be interested in both Mg and small 
businessmen, I would havethought that some concessions 
would be granted to the small companies whose profits do 
not exceed, say $20,000 a year. I would have thought that 
the Premier and his Cabinet would have considered the 
case of the small companies whose profits do not exceed 
$20,000 and have the rate reduced proportionately in keep- 
ing with the reduction granted to individuals. Therefore, 
instead of a small company whose profits do not exceed 
$20,000 or thereabout, having to pay a large rate of j 

there should be a reduction in their case of about 25% or 
? a s  the Csbinet may seem fit; a 20% may seem to be 

no provision has been made a t  all. It has not only been 
abandoned a s  far a s  the particular si teis concerned; it has 
been abandoned i n  toto. That is not a satisfactory state of 
affairs because Christ Church, despite the fact that the 
Barbados Labour Party has no representative there now, i s  
the second largest and second most thickly populatedparish 
in the island, and when you compare Christ Church with the 
other parishes which have the facilities of a secondary 
modern school, you will see thatitis grossly unfair, not to 
me, but to the children of Christ Churchthat they have not 
got a secondary modern school in such a well developed 
parish. Some people may say that I am parochial, but 1 

inadequate. I hope that the Premierwilltakea note of what represent Christ Church, and when you compare parish to 
I am saying mnd see that thenecessaryadjustment is made 1 parish, with the exception of St. Michael, i t  is the masr 
in so far a s  the small companies a re  concerned. developed. It may appear spiteful that there is no secondary 

l modern school in Christ Church, but provision has been 
We have been trying to the tourist trade and made years ago and it  was deferred fromtime to time and 

grant concessions here and there. The Premierreferredto now it has been struck off altogether. That is not being fair 
those Acts which have been passed and which we consider to the people of the island generally because there is no 
a s  incentive legislation to encourage industry; and I knowing when people will move from St. Michael to Christ 
must say that the Minister of Trade, Industry and  lab.^- 
has done his part of the work and his Ministry has really 
done some constructive work during thepastyear, perhaps 
more than the rest of the Cabinet. That is my view. I feel 
that the passing of these Acts has beensound and good and 
such Acts will have the result of bringing Barbados into 
line with other colonies. That is reflected in the Speech 
made by the Premier inwhich hesaidthat over $10 million 
have been spent by tourisfs in thisisland, tourists numbed% 
about 25,000 who visited Barbados within the last year. 

Although I compliment the hon. senior member for 
St. George when he spoke on matters agricultural, expert 
a s  he is and a plantation owner a t  that, when he said that 
agriculture was the orJy industry in Barbados, he seemed 
to have forgotten that over $10 million were spent by 
tourists who numbered roughly 25,000. Ten milliondollars 
is a subs~antial sum and of that $10 million a great percen- 
tage was received from the hard currency areas, in other 
words, U.S. Dollars. That is not an amount to be ignored 
and I only mentioned that inpassing. l am hoping that while 

I Church. You find people coming from St. Andrew and other 
parts of the island to the more commodious quarters and 
more harmonious relationship in Christ Churchandestab- 
l ishhg their homes; soit  may beestablishinga petty policy 
to the people concerned in that their relatives may suffer 
from not having facilities of that nature there. 

The second matter to which I want to refer-and I am 
still being parochial-is the omission under Capital Ex- 
penditure for the constructidn and setttng up of a proper 
Playing Field and Social Centre for Christ Church. AS you 
drive around the island you find-l Centres and Playing 
Fields in many parishes, but for somereasonor other you 
find that Christ Church which is the second largest, pop- 
ulated and built-up Parish-which in time will be the most 
developed of all-has no Social Centre. I am not referring 
to the little thingat Sargeants Village; thatis just a ges- 

the outsldrts of Christ Church. I do not regard Sargeants 
Village a s  being Christ Church. (A VOICE: Don't you get 
votes W there?) I get votes all round. I a m  thfnldng of the 
people of Christ Church who live in Below the Rock, St. 



Patricks a d  places like that who a re  far removed from / -find that al l  of them will be just @lot schemes a s  the 
that little gesture a t  Sargeants Village which certainly 
does not serve the needs of the parish. I would like to see 
some provision made for the establishment of a Social 
Centre and Playing Field for the parish. The Premier and 
the other Ministers who were here inthelast Labour Gov- 
ernment would knpw that provision had been made for the 
establishment for a Social Centre and a Playing Field in 
Christ Church just above the Christ Church Almshouse and 
that negotiations had beenenteredintowiththeowner of the 

tractor scheme for peasants. He will find that after five 
years the pangola grass scheme willbe justa pilot scheme 
because any scheme which will be productive is seldom 
encouraged by people put in high up places. 1 realise that 
that is a damaging remark, but I say it. 

However, Sir, I wish the Hon. Minister of Agriculture 
success in the planting of pangola grass and in the bull 
industry a s  a whole. I am wondering, now that Dominica 

land and all the necessary Government paraphernalia and is part of the Federation and has so  much waste land 
mnecessa;y detail in my opinion in some cases had been I which is not under cultivation, whether that island could 
gone through for the purchasing ofthisparticularparcel of be included in part of our scheme for furthering the dairy 
land, but it: was owingtothe sadtragedy, if 1 may put i t  that industry. With the opening up of Dominica itmight be wise 
way, of Hurricane " Janet" when i t  struck a t  the time in for the Hon. Minister of Agriculture to go there with one 
September, 1955 when we were just about to launch the I or two of his experts - and 1 do not mean experts who 
whole plan, that i t  fell through owing to the rehabilitation could be stumbling blocks butthosewhowouldbe of assist- 
of the Housing Programme. I ance - and explore the place and make representations 

i with the proper authorities for the purchasing of ten 
Those a re  two of the burning questions which will have thousand acres of land with the view to the planting of 

to be solved sooner o r  later, and whether they a re  solved Pangola grass down there on a big scale so  that you can 
in  this Session o r  else, the time will come whenthesetwo 
amenities will be provided for the parish of Christ Church, 

Now, Mr. Speaker, in the Estimates I see no special 
provision made in dealing with agriculture for the Central 
Milk Plant. It seems a s  though the present Minister has 
abandoned the scheme altogether o r  i t  may be that he has 
to experiment on his grassland development first and 
then embark on this CentralMilk Plant. That is very notice- 
able because provision had been made even thoughit might 
have been just a small vote, and I was wondering whether 
the Minister has abandoned the scheme altogether or 
whether i t  is too early a stage and that he has to see after 
the development of Pangola grass of which he has told us. 
4.50 p.m. 

Now, it i s  a good thtng to be introducing Pangola 
grass and in reality i t  is a scheme which can be expedited 

have about 100,000 heads of cattle. 1 do not remember 
the proportion of heads of cattle to the acre  but 1 know 
i t  is a large proportion. Prohbly  the hon. senior mem- 
ber for St. George would b e  able to correct me on that. 

1 However i t  is not a question of one acre of land to one 
cow. I am throwing out this suggestion to the Minister 
and the Cabinet. We have a large redundant population 
and a great mass of unemployment. Let us ignore com- 
pletely any figures given a s  to our employment when we 
listened to a speech in the Other Place not long ago be- 
cause that is no indication a s  regards the mass of unem- 
ployment in this island. Do not let us fool ourselves that 
there is very little unemployment in Barbados. If you 
believe that, you a re  only living in a fool's paradise. Our 
people a r e  born in poverty and because of that they can 
exist on very little. On top of that, they a r e  a very law- 
abiding and decent people, so  like that we fool ourselves 
that there is little or no unemployment here. But if we 

because Pangola grass has been tested in many other a r e  to solve the unemployment problem, we have to 
WestIn&nIsland. andin Puerto Rico where I had the op- 1 adopt a bold policy and there is no reason why a place 
portunity of seeing it being grown. 1 can say that were i t  
not for the short-sighted policy adopted in the past we 
might have had Pangola grass established here already 

like Dominica cannot be looked to especially now we 
have the dairy industry a t  heart. There a r e  communi- 
cations between the islands more easily now. I am not 

a s  well a s  a central milk plant and many other things I suggesting that Pangola grass should not be grown here: 
functioning. 1 want to tell the Hon. Cabinet and the Hon. I but with our arable acres in sugar which is a more pro- 
Minister of Agriculture in particular that 1 too had the 
opportunity of inspecting Pangola grass and Mr. Rose 
the then expert had intended to implement that scheme 
here. but for some reason or the other, Mr. Rose's sug- 
gestion was not taken into account and after he got some- 
thing more lucrative to do and feeling his services would 
be more appreciated in that place, he left and that is the 

fitable commodity to produce than cattle rearing and 
with very little land available for a dairy industry on 
a big scale, I am suggesting that you can implement i t  
here on a little scale,but on a bigger scale if you can get 
land in Dominica to help with this scheme. You will find 
that the dairy industry would develop to a fairly substan- 
tial scale and would more than relieve all  unemployment 

reason why we did not get the Pangola grass scheme and and will provide the essential commodity of cheap milk i other agricultural schemes before. I am not an expert and and cheap milk products. Therefore that is food for 
I have to rely on them to get things done. I understand ' thought to which the appropriate Minister will do well 
them and I can explain them to anyone. Again, I am not 
an expert: therefore I could not get the milk pasteurisa- 
don plant plan moving. Sir, I thought I would mention 
these things. It may be that other hon. members would 
not know about them unless 1 explain i t I n  1955 I had the 
opportunity of visiting Puerto Rico as  a delegate,which 

to pay some attention. 
5.00 p.m. 

Again 1 remind him that if he intends to put into execu- 
tion any programme for the establishment of a central 
milk plant he will naturally have to visit Puerto Rico 

was a trip glven to me by the former Premier. I had the i or  Jamaica and get an expert from there. There a re  
opportunity of seeing for myself. As a matter of fact, i t  I experts who have the "know-how" in these matters. It 
s o  happened that although the Premier and I were to be 
the delegates i t  so turned out that I was the sole delegate 
because the former Premier was too busy to attend the 
Conference; therefore I had the opportunity of visiting 

will be necessary for him not only to visit these places 
but to take along one of his competent experts with him 
and first and foremost secure the services of a whole- 
time expert from abroad. 

various agricultural projects and the pangola grass scheme 
was thoroughly explained to us. We saw how it was planted 1 Mr. Speaker, I also note in the omissions Capital 
in a large scale way and we also saw the poultry and the 1 Expenditure for the establishment of a central workshop 
cattle industry. 

1 will tell the Hon. Minister of Agriculture that un- 
less he secures assistance and the appointment of an 
expert to advise on the establishment of the milk pas- 
teurisation plant or depot a s  well a s  on the question of 
the development of pangob grass l a d s  and the imple- 
mentation Of such schemes a s  he has in mind and which 
we all  wish him success so a s  to produce cattle for beef 
purposes, he will never get them done. A lot of his hopes 
would be dashed to the ground by certain people. He will 

for the fishing industry, for repairing the powered launch- 
e s  owned by fishermen. I think that the time has come 
when we should have a central workshop which would 
repair the powered boats on a cheaper basis than ob- 

I tains a t  the present time and nor leave the whole scheme, 
now that these boats have passed the 400 mark, on 
such a flimsy basis. By that 1 mean that the fisher- 
men should not be left to the mercy of the big workshops 
in Bridgetown. It should be possible to set  up a central 
workshop where major repairs of powered boats could 
be undertaken by Government mechanics, and that calls 

t 



for an increase in the staff of Marhe  Mechanics. The 
time has come when the staff of Marine Mechanics should 
be increased so a s  to grant a cheaper and quicker service 
to the fishermen. Fisheries should be encouraged on a 
big scale: the time has come when fisheries development 
o r  the fishing industry should be regarded a s  our third 
basic industry; I refer to the sugar industry a s  our f lrst  
and foremost industry, the tourist industry a s  our second 
industry and the fishing industry a s  our third. Barbados 
is fortunate in having a superabundance of fish arouud 
its shores and if we are to utilise .the opportunities grant- 
ed by nature, and if we a r e  to find employment of a lu- 
crative nature for the vast army of unemployed people, 
then 1 think the time is come when we should have an 
expert, a competent expert, on fisheries secured, whether 
he be from Newfoundland o r  any other part of Canada. 
1 repeat that we need a competent expert on fisheries 
development. 

I t  is true that our Fisheries Officer does his best 
and he should be complimentekl, but he needs further 
assistance; if we have over 300 powered boats in the 
water and the scheme is going ahead progressively, 
fisheries should be emherked upon on a big scale. l am 
thinking that the Government, having received the neces- 
sary advice from the expert, will be working subject to 
the advice of the expert; what is occupying my mind is 
that fisheries should be developed by deep-sea fishfng 
experts. I am speaking of the purchase of trawlers and 
of the establishment of fishery co-operatives. I am think- 
ing of the time when the average middle class man, the 
man who has attended Combermere School o r  Harrison 
College, would enter fisheries on a big scale. If the Gov- 
ernment were to purchase trawlers and rent them out 
to cooperative societies where fisheries a r e  concerned, 
it may be possible, subject to the advice of the expert 
and with the development of the cold storage plant of 
which we have been talking for years to develop the in- 
dustry on a big scale. 1 must say that I am astounded to 
see that the establishment of this plant has not actually 
become an accomplished fact a s  yet. During my tenure 
of office, al l  the details had been worked out on paper 
and many experts had come out here and giveq advice, 
and I was under the impression that the order had been 
placed with o r  made by the Crown Agents. In the case 
of the British Manufacturers, they naturally do not build 
cold storage plants for fish until the order has been 
placed. When an order has been placed and 35% or  m 
of the money has been paid down then the manufacturers 
will send out their staff to build the plant. That is how 
the British system works. When that instalment has been 
paid they have enough money to start the Plant and that 
entails an unnecessary amount of delay. 

I would be glad if the Minister of Agriculture would 
correct me if I am wrong; I would be glad for the correc- 
tion a s  to whether an order has been placed for the pur- 
chase of this fish and meat cold storage plant o r  not. 1 
see that the Minister has included in the Estimates, in 
connection with the meat and fish depot, the sum of $780, 
000. The amount of $1 million has been allocated to this 
Depot in the Five Year Plan and the expenditure in 1957- 
58 amounted to $6,410. 

It may be that the order will soon be placed, but 
I am saying that the two schemes a r e  to be implemented 
in order that the fishing industry may be developed on a 
proper and big basis. I am submitting that a scheme such 
a s  the one which I have just enunciated should be ex- 
amined and the appointment made of an expert in deep- 
sea fishing and in connection with the use of trawlers. 

There is no point catching a lot of fish and having a 
surplus if the fishermen will be deprived of selling 
them, and, in the case of a glut, not receiving remunera- 
tive prices for their catch; s o  it i s for  that reason that the 
Government will have to see after the establishment of this 
Fish Cold Storage o r  Meat and Fish Depot a s  i t  is called 
here, on a proper basis. Inorder not to poison anybody you 
will have to appoint an expert who knows what he is about 
and who will not endanger the lives of thousands of people 
in Barbados o r  cause the public generally to lose confi- 

dence fm. the scheme. I t  is for that reason that you will 
have to be wry careful and not qdbble over $400 o r  $500 
in  appointing a competent person, because the policy in the 
past has been to quibble over $400 or $500 and throw away 
$5,000. I am saying, Sir, that in a scheme of this magnitude 
which will in time be our third major industry - and which 
is that already - an up-to-date Fish Cold Storage P M t  
with a competent expert from one of the big counrries, a 
man who has had practical experience and is qualified not 

1 only on paper, should be established. He might be appointed 
a s  manager o r  engineer to the plant for a t  least the f irst  
three o r  four years of the existence of this plant, or  per- 
haps you might have two persons, a manager and an en- 
gineer. During the initial period of three o r  four years 
our local men could be trained to car ry  on; we could al- 
ways have a deputy manager and an assistant engineer 
or  assistant engineers who would learn and then they could 
complete their courses abroad, but a t  the outset we need 
two competent men to see after the establishment of this 
Cold Storage and the economics of the fishing industry. 

If you a r e  going to develop the fishing industry, you 
must have two things going hand in hand. You must have 
greater facilities for the fishermen, a greater system in 
providing engines for their boats, cheaper initial costs in 
the securing of the engines, better and cheaper assistance 
in the repair of their engines, and also a guaranteed price 
for the fish which they catch. As I said just now, if we 
embark on deep sea fishing and establish a Fisheries Co- 
operative among the ones who may be drafted from even 
different strata - I refer tothe ones who may be more able 
to see eye to eye with each other and approach things on a 
more reasonable basis, because if you have a Co-operative 
Society running a t  al l  you must have full co-operation o r  
else the whole scheme will be a failure - I envisage further 
development of the fishing industry in the manner which 
1 have merely given a rough outline of, but which on the 
appointment of an expert on fisheries from one of the 
big countries, with the Minister and the Cabinet can be 
examined and the correct proposals, recommendations and 
the necessary guidance and assistance given. 

Now I must touch on the tractor scheme The tractor 
service was a pilot scheme In the first instance. What 1 
want to ask the Minister now is whether a pilot scheme 
goes on in  perpetuum or if i t  is going to remain a pilot 
scheme for the first three years and then embarked upon, 
according to this, on a bigger scale. In 1955-60 the sum 
of $15,000 was earmarked for this smallholders tractor 
service; expenditure in 1957-58 was $40,311, in the Ap- 
proved Estimates and Supplementary Estimates for 1958-59 
$8,000 was expended and the estimated expenditure from 
1st April, 1955 to the 31st March, 1959 was $56,515. Now 
the new provision in these Estimates is for $5,000. I am 
wondering, Sir, if this is probably the last year of the 
pilot scheme, but I am suggesting that this Pilot Scheme 
has lasted too long. 

It is very difficult, a s  the Minister would know, for 
peasants to secure the services of tractors in ploughing 
their land and the cost is exorbitant if not making it very 
impossible. The smallholders tractor service has proved 
a success; it has proved a success although I know the 
difficulty that is experienced in securing tractor drivers, 
and it is done on such a small basis,being a pilot scheme 
in the f irst  instance, that very often for weeks when the 
scheme should be actually on the way the services of a 
tractor driver cannot be obtained, and it means that the 
persons a r e  deprived of the assistance which we a r e  will- 
ing to give them for havingtheir landploughed. My conten- 
tion, Sir, is that the Pilotscheme has proved so successful 
that it should no longer remain a Pilot Scheme but should 
be put on a proper basis so that the peasants island-wide 
will have the use not only of two tractors but probably 
of about a dozen. You may have two tractors for each 
parish, but certainly not two for the entire island; but a s  
long a s  that conservative policy is adopted by conservative 
Heads of Departments, you will find that a lot of schemes 
which we have in mind beneficial tothepoorer classes and 
to the peasants a r e  not actually implemented. The whole 
thing is a fiasco. 
5.10 p.m. 
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.That is my opinion now because enough time has passed. I 
The scheme has been proven to be a success but i t  goes I 
on a s  a pilot scheme from year to year and i t  is merely 
depriving the peasants of the assistance which we of the 
Legislature intended that they should have. When I say 
we, 1 mean those of us who a re  labour inclined. I am 
appealing to the Hon. Minister of ~grlcul ture  not to be 
misled by any conservative advice no matter a t  what 
level he has got it. I have the opportunity to speak now; 
I have been deprived of i t  many years ago. Do not be mis- 
led by any conservative bogey plan because I can tell 
the Hon. Minister that certain Government Heads go out 
of their way to mislead Ministers and to see that schemes 
which a re  of benefit to the poorer classes a re  not im- 
plemented. This is one of those schemes. It needs no 
argument. We have a pilot scheme to assist peasants in 
ploughing their land mechanically; in other words, you 
have tractors to help them; but from 1955, and even 
earlier, up to 1959 you have only two tractors for the 
entire island. I say that for the benefit of my detractors 
and 1 am trying to convince themthatl am on good grounds 
and when I say my detractors, I meanthose hon. members 
on the back benches. We have had only two tractors in a 
pilot scheme which has been going on for over the last 
five years. If hon. members will understand the working 
of a Five-Year Plan, one scheme works into the other. 
The next Five-Year Plan will be from 1960-65, the one 
previous to this was in 1951-55 and the one we a re  in now 
is 1955-60. This scheme which was to assist presum- 
ably the peasants is just a fiasco. In the first two years 
i t  was a pilot scheme in order to study it, but all of that 
is past because we see that i t  is definitely needed in the 
community to assist peasants in ploughing their land 
and in order to make such land a s  productive a s  planta- 
don land. The argument against the division of land in 
lots is that when you divide land into lots and you give 
i t  to peasants i t  does not bear a s  plantadon land does. 
This reminds me, now that I am speaking of the division 
of land, to ask a question about the division of land a t  
Six Cross Roads by the Government and how the scheme 
i s  getting on. 

If you give a cheap tractor service and put i t  a t  the 
disposal of peasants, instead of having two tractors for 

the entire island - you should have two for each parish - 
well then, the peasants' land or the land belonging to 
small holders will be a s  productive a s  plantation land. 
~ n d  if you also assist the peasants in securing foreign 
manures cheaply a s  well a s  with other facilities which 
they need, there is no reason why small holdings of land 
will be less productive than plantation land. If you de- 
prive them of these facilities your argument will hold 
good. 

1 wonder how many peasants the Minister has called 
in and discussed with them the planting of pangola g r a 6  
and passed on the scheme to them a s  he has done to the 
plantation owners? Has he seen to i t  or has he issued 
special instructions to his advisers, whether the Director 
of Agriculture or the Deputy Director of Agriculture 
who is seeing after the scheme of pangola grass, to see 
that the peasants a re  also given the facility of planting 
this pangola grass? I know that the plantation owners 
will have i t  and plant i t  on trial in their fields but I am 
saying that peasants can also be instructed in the scheme 
and have i t  on trial in their lands. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 deplore the fact that this tractor 
pilot scheme should be continuing still a s  a pilot scheme. 
I feel the time has passed for i t  to be a pilot scheme; i t  
should be put on a sound basis. You have a large number 
of peasants, thousands of them, who only own a quarter 
of an acre  of land. There i s a  big army of peasants island- 
wide who a re  looking forward to this tractor service and 
who hove made applications for i t  in advance but who have 
been deprived of it. If 1 atn wrong, the Minister may 
correct me. I know that was the condition which I left. 
The time h8 come when the Minister having a greater 
know-how of nutters agricultural, he being himself a 
planter or Mg dme pearant, if you w e  to call him that  
with iltty or rixty acre8 of land, should see to i t  that 
this r c b m e  for arrirting peamntm in hvlng t h d r  own 

eland ploughed and cultivated like that of the plantation 
system should be made available to all peasants island- 
wide. Those facilities should have been given to the peas- 
ants long time ago. 1s the Hon. Minister allowing him- 
self to be hoodwinked and fooled around by conservative 
advice? Is he allowing himself to be turned around on a 
matter like this? If he is, he is not trying to develop a 
healthy peasantry or  trying to develop the agricultural 
resources of this island. 

Sir, I would just reiterate briefly what I am asking 
the Hon. Mhbter of Agriculture to pay great attention 
to: (1) the implemenmtion of the tractor rcheme o n s  
Mg scale; (2) the introduction of the Pangola grass scheme 
to the peasants; and (3) the easy access of cattle to them. 
In other words, the purchase of cattle in bulk by Govern- 
ment and releasing them to the peasants on an inamlrnent 
basis, say, that a peasant will have about two to three 
yeors to pay for a cow. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no provision made in the 
Capital Estimates under Education for the establishment 
of a new secondary school for St. Michael to be run along 
the same lines a s  Combermere School. 
5.20 p.m. 
We a r e  allowing ourselves to believe that because SO years 
ago we had Harrison College - I should like the Premier 
to listen carefully to what I am saying now - where 
favoured few met, having a certain pigmentation - because 
we had Harrison College, GueensV College, Combermere 
and now we have St. Michael's Girls' School, because we 
have these schools in St. Michael, we a re  allowing our- 
selves to believe that we have adequate accommodation 
for our boys and girls today. Nothing could be more 
farcical than that; the population, a s  outlined by one of 
the previous speakers and which is well known, has in- 
creased by 4,700 every year; that has been going on for 
the last ten or fifteen years and a Labour Government 
which has the interest presumably of a particular class 
of persons a t  heart and of the island generally, is allow- 
ing itself to be fooled into believing that because we have 
these schools, we have ample accommodation for the 
children of today. Nothing could be more wrong than that. 
Owing to the fact that money is available from all classes 
today more so  than i t  was ten or fifteen years ago, thanks 
to the Trade Union and the Labour Movement and not 
merely to Sir Grantley Adams - everything i s  atad- 
buted to him- but to all  those who have contributed to 
this position - owing to that fact thousands of young 
children a r e  now seeking entrance to these secondary 
schools. In order to try not to prevent these children 
from getting the benefit of a secondary education, the 
parents a re  sending them to these secondary modern 
schools which, in many cases is not the desire of the 
parents, but due to the lack of accommodation in these 
four schools in the St. Michael area which I have already 
mentioned. Many a child is turned aside to these Second- 
ary Modern Schools despite the wishes of their parents; 
I say that the time has come when the Government, just 
a s  they have established Combermere School after a lot 
of twisting and disappointment and throwing away a lot 
of money down the drain through no fault of the present 
Government, should realise that we need two more Sec- 
ondary Schoob built in St. Michael, whether you put them 
one a t  the Garrison and the other a t  Black Rock or Cave 
Hill, but not necessarily in the heart of Bridgetown. The 
time has come when we need two more Secondary Schools 
s o  a s  not to prevent the average parent from carrying 
out his ambition towards his children. 

It is wrong in a democracy to deny the wishes of 
parents in respect of their children. You talk about free- 
dom from this, that and the other, but you have no free- 
dom to go to the Secondary Schools; +hat we really have 
is the freedom of a legacy of ignorance.The average child 
is being denied the opportunity of attending the Secoldory 
Schools, while Barbdoe pride6 and boasts of being the 
m a t  advanced colony educcrtlomlly; but.Uit ck lmr  to b 
an admacad colony, the h e  bar come when the number 
of recwrdrry rchoolr md the place8 needed in tk.re 
rchoolr should k incrured. Them ir no excure for 
700 children sitting an eatponce examinadon to Comber- 



mere School when there a r e  only 60 places available; 
that i s  not good enough. I am referring to the Government 
aided schools; i t  is not good enough to have so many 
children sitting an entrance examination and then they 
a re  told that there a re  only so many places. l advise 
the Hon. Minister of Education strongly that if he wants 
to leave his Mme with the people of Barbados in the mat- 
ter  of Education, the time has come for him to establish 
two more secondary schools. He should erect a secondary 
school in St. Philip which is a big parish; nowadays chil- 
dren a re  forced to leave St. Philip and come down to the 
Foundation School o r  down to the City. If you were to 
grant greater facilities for a t  least one-half of the popu- 
lation of this colony, you would place these secondary 
schools more on the outskirts of St. Michael proper. 
5.30 p.m. 

I know that my colleague, the hon. senior member for 
St. Philip, has been pressing for a secondary school for 
his parish for a number of years and has not yet been 
successful in securing his desire. Whether you place one 
boys' school in St. Philip or whether you place both Sec- 
ondary Schools in St. Michael, the fact remains that with 
a better system of transportation and a more improved 
and accurate system of accounting a t  theTransport Board, 
and with the construction of two secondary schools, i t  
would not be possible to hear parents complaining a s  
they do so frequently. I receive numerous complaints 
from time to time from parents whose children have 
been turned aside - prospective pupils or applicants for 
these schools who have not been granted places. That is 
not good enough, Sir; a t  least we should provide enough 
accommodation for secondary education in this island, 
and not try to divert the average pupil who might not be 
desirous at all to attending a secondary modem school 
because the merits of a secondary modern school a r e  
yet left to be seen. 1 would like the Minister one of these 
days to explain how these modern secondary schools 
a r e  run; that is, how well o r  otherwise they a re  getting on. 

Now the Premier did touch on the question of the 
establishment of Building Societies. That is a very wel- 
come innovation and 1 wish i t  every success, and I hope 
that Government will assist  in the manner which they 
have outlined in reduced rates and so on.Over andabove 
this establishment of Building S o d ~ t k s ,  I must say, Sir, 
that we now have the services of a Tcmn Planning Officer; 
he has been appointed and has taken office for a few months. 

Mr. SPEAKER left  the Chair and Mr. BRYAN 
took the Chair a s  Act ing  DEPUTY SPEAKER.  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, a t  this point I was touching on 
the recent appointment of the Town Planning Officer who 
has been appointed a t  a rather late stage of our develop 
men?; and I know that his job is a tedious and difficult one 
in that the streets of this island have not been controlled 
o r  laid out according to any plan whatever. For that rea- 
son roads today a r e  springing up wherever tracks existed 
in the past; so there is no question of planning a s  far a s  
Bridgetown or the suburbs a re  concerned. TheTownPlan- 
ning Offlcer, with the bad road construction in the past, 
with little or no sidewalks and with slum areas around 
the town and even in the suburbs and country districts, 
has a very herculean task to perform, and for that rea- 
son my sympathy goes out to him in that we cannot ex- 
pect any remarkable results overnight or even in  the 
first two or three years. The most the Town Planning 
Officer will be expected to do would be to assist in the 
planning of new areas, and the removal of the whole 
slum areas, provided the necessary funds a re  forth- 
coming, and 1 feel that the time has come when the Hous- 
ing ~u thor i ty  o r  the Mayor - whoever he may be - and the 
Municipality, with a proper housing system for slum 
clearance will have to secure funds whether they be from 
the Labourwelfare Fund or Price Stabilisadon Fund - 
although 1 how the Government is afraid to touch those 
Funds: but you have to touch those Funds sooner or later- 
that $12 million o r  $13 milIion which is lying idle while 
people a r e  living in huts and being deprived of the or- 
dinary amenities and facilities of life. Some of these peo- 
ple a r e  the ones who created the wealth of this country 
and who through their industry and hard work created 

this money which is .lying idle at Barclays Bank. The time 
will come when that money will have to be spent; that 
money should be embarked upon and utilised for the bene- 
fit of the people of Barbados who a r e  living in little huts 
which have been assessed for taxation under the Local- 
Government Act. The time has come when thatfund should 
be secured, whether i t  be from Labour WelfareFundsor 
Price Stabilisadon Funds or whatever reserves you have 
lying idle, because the reason why Barbados did not re- 
ceive any further assistance in the Hurricane,- and this 
is not disclosing any secret - was because Barbados has 
vast resources !ying idle. Barbados may have about $13 
million in the till and about $120 million lying around if  
added up; there is a lot of money lying idle and that is 
why Barbados got $50,000 whereas Grenada got over $2 
million after the hurricane. That is the reason too why 
Barbados got its loan because they know that Barbados 
has a lot of reserve funds lying all  around, and that is 
the reason why the name of Barbados is good; there is 
a lot of money knocking around right in the Crown ~ g e n t s '  
Office. 1 would like people to understand that that is a 
true state of affairs and that there is a lot of money in 
the Revenue Equalisation Fund for investment abroad at 4r 
a low rate of interest, three percent, 3 1/2% or 4%. but 
under Government's bad system of financing they will 
borrow $10 million to finance the Deep Water Harbour 
Scheme a t  probably 6% or more. That is a bad system 
of financing and bad econornics,and the quicker we stop 
doing things of that sort  the better for all concerned. 

I am saying, Sir, that the appointment of a Town 
Planning Officer is a move in the right direction, but to 
expect the impossible from him in the first year o r  two 
is expecting too much, because we will have to have a 
proper road system with side wdks and slum clearance, 
and in this work he will probably be helped by the City 
Mayor and the Municipality, and failing the Mayor the 
Housing Authority, because the Municipality will have 
power to embark on housing projects and clearing slum 
areas, and l am hoping that the Mayor will not be any 
pussy-footed type of man who does not understand the 
realms of true hard politics and the necessities of the 
people of Barbados. 1 am hoping that he will be a type of & 
man who can get work done quickly and who has a con- 
structive approach to the wants of the people of this country, 
and who above all  is a humanitarian. If the slum clearance 
scheme is too big a scheme for the Housing Authority, 
by all  means let the Mayor and his Municipality get on 
with the spectacular work right away by earmarking money 
to him and to his municipality for clearing the slums in 
the first two or three years. 
5.40 p.m. 
Well, of course, the question is whether i t  is a conserv- 
ative set-up or a semi-conservative set-up. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I was hoping like my hon. 
friend, the hon. senior member for St. Lucy, to see some 
substantial increase in the Estimates for old age pen- 
sioners. To grant an allowance of $1.80 a week to main- 
tain life and limb of the average old person of 68 years 
and upwards who has worked from the cradle to the 
grave in this island and has given of his best years in a v 

building up the economy of Barbados is an insult and is 
taking a mean advantage of the poor and decrepit person 
who is not in a position to fight back and say anything 
on his own behalf. 

The time has come when you should make some 
sort  of decent gesture to them. What can $1.80 purchase 
today? In the case of condensed milk you have to pay 30 
cents for a tin. It means that you will only be able to buy 
one tin of milk, a few pints of rice and not even a bit of 
salt fish to eat with it. How can you live on that? We 
would expect that Ministers of the Government who a r e  
labour inclined and who say that they have the poor a t  
heart would do something about this. I would say tha 3 the time has come when old age pensioners should gel 
at least $3.00 per week. Round it off and give them $3.00 
if we want to act a s  human beings. We can afford it be- 
cause when you have a s~uplus  of $2 million or $3 mil- = 
lion a t  the end of the year, you surely can give your 
pensioners an  increase to that amount. Nowadays, you 
have a P.A.Y.E. system which holds everybody. If you 



have a surplus each year of $2 million or $3 million, 

\ ' C  
why could you not give a little increase to fhese destitute 
poor people who have given of their best from the cradle 

* to the grave and who a r e  just given a pittance- which is 
an insult-of only $1.8G per week? There is no jwtifica- 
tion whatsoever in your coming here and running some 
monkey story trying to convince people that you cannot 
afford i t  or your sayir~g that the Financial Secretary 
worked out this or that and you find you cannot afford 
it. I can tell you that you can afford i t  without examining 
the figures. They a r e  old people who a re  looking like us 
and not like the hon. junior member for St. James al- 
though l am not one who likes to stress colour. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, a s  far as  the Government 
pensioners are  concerned, I think the Hon. Premier 
and his Cabinet a re  fully convinced - and he gave some 
assurance to that effect - that their case needs to be 
looked into. However, I am bringing i t  to his attention 
now because this is the appropriate time. He should see 
to i t  that something is done quietly for those Government 
pensioners who a r e  receiving less than $200 a month. 1 
am not talking of the pensioners who a re  receiving $400 
per month. Such a pensioner should be able to work out 
his budget on that basis. 1 am speaking of the pensioner 
who is in receipt of less than $200 a month, whether he 
be a policeman, postman or teacher, although I may say 
that there a re  some teachers who seem to need no assist- 
ance because they a r e  the most pigheaded and silly per- 
sons we have in the community. They would not even vote. 
However, 1 am speaking of employees generally in the 
Civil Service, whether they be white-collared workers 
o r  cantonniers or members of the Water Works Depart- 
ment. I refer to those workers of the and Unes- 
tablished Staff. We have to see that the Premier keeps 
his word and do something iri a short time for them. In 
any salary revision you do not start from the top and 
come down. In other words, 1 want to tell the Hon. Pre- 
mier who is the Minister of Finance not to allow the 
Financial Secretary o r  any of those bigger officials, like 
the Chief S'mretary, decide first of all on increments 
for the senior officials and then when it comes to the con- 
sideration of the people in the lower brackets you add up 
to see how much it would cost you and then you say: "it 
has cost so much, 1 can spend only $5,000 more on that, 
let me divide that between the other thousands of people." 
In any revision of salaries, start from the bottom and go 
up, so  that you can be assured that the ones who get $13 
or $14 per week will be treated first because the cost of 
essential commodities is identically the same for the can- 
tonniers a s  i t  is for the Financial Secretary and the Chief 
Secretary. Let me say that I do not have any grouse at al l  
for the Financial Secretary; a s  a matter of fact, he is prob- 
ably the most decent of them all. The same thing can be 
said of the Chief Secretary. These people in the lower 
brackets have to keep life and limb together and perhaps 
they have a wife and family. Many of them have a lot of 
little children. You should see to i t  what is the minimum 
it takes to maintain the average family, that is a husbend 
and wife and three o r  four children, and then fix their 
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wages on that basis. See to i t  that the ones in the lower 
brackets, the ones who a r e  the most oppressed and for- 
gotten, a re  given something reasonable. To pay anybody 
less than $20 a week today whether he is a cantonnier or 
a labourer is taking a mean advantage of him. 
5.50 p.m. 

1 am imploring the Government not to !X fooled again; 
when the questior~ of salary revision comes up again, let 
them start  f iom the casual employees up, and unless 
these employees get about $25 a week they a r e  not doing 
anything. The  Government must not start  with people a t  
the top, whether i t  be the Financial Secretary or the 
Cornrni~Sioner of Police, and give them $2W a month 
more. On the last occasiou, some officials received an 

, increase of $200 a month. The Hon. Minister might say 
' 

that I was a party to that; but what 1 was rather a party 
to was  to see that the people in the lower brackets got 
more  money. After the Government gave away a l l  the 
money to the officials ar the top, then they said that there 
was not enough money to pay the rank and file of the un- 

I 

established Staff and the hardworking people in the Civil 

Service. That is the wrong approach to the matter; I feel 
that if 1 had kept that to myself 1 would be stifling my 
conscience and 1 would not feel very happy. There is no 
point in revising salaries and when i t  is all done only one 
Section has benefited and the people who a r e  in dire need 
have not actually been assisted; that has happened too 
often. Unless we do some plain talking here and now we 
will find that the same thing will happen a l l  over again. 
1 am hoping that the Premier and his Ministers will take 
note of what I have just said; if they need the assistance 
of the Opposition in arranging proper salaries and wages 
we a r e  free to grant i t  to them, free, gratis and for no- 
thing. 

1 want to commend the Premier for having brought 
forward certain proposed alterations in the P.A.Y.E. 
system. 1 see that the Premier is willing to listen to 
constructive criticism and I have seen that exhibited in 
many places in the Budget - Speech. I am commending the 
Premier for that, and 1 am saying that on more than one 
occasion, not only myself - for 1 had a very prominent 
part in i t  - but all  of us in the Opposition condemned the 
P.A.Y.E. system in so  far a s  agricultural workers a r e  
concerned; I include the hon. senior member for St. 
Peter who is very intimately connected with more than 
one third of the population. That system is working a 
hardship on the agricultural workers in the community 
because when they earn a little money in the crop season 
and then in the off or: the hard season when there is no 
money for deduction purposes, these workers a r e  in r 
quandary in getting back their money. They should not 
have been taxed in the first instance. The Premier has 
made reference in his Speech to certain amendments in 
the operation of the system. This is what the Premier 
sai&- 

"The operation of the P.A.Y.E. system of income 
tax collection instituted since April 1957 has proved of 
great benefit, but the Commissioner of Inland Revenue 
is devising a system which will obviate the collection of 
trivial amounts of taxes; where the tax is considered 
trivial - l have in mind people who a r e  employed only 
for a certain portion of the year, about five o r  six months 
and who pay income tax on that amount, but in the later 
part of the year when they do not work a t  all, o r  when 
they work and the income has considerably decreased, 
the overall picture for the year will make the tax very 
small. 

We a r e  receiving complaints a s  to taxes of a trivial 
amount., and then you have to send these people notices 
for refunds. The system which the Commissioner is de- 
vising will obviate that and the necessity of keeping ac- 
counts for trivial amounts. I think that in this way the 
complaints against the present system will be reduced." 
That is very sound. l commend the Premier very much 
indeed for this portion of his speech andfor the assurance 
he Kas granted there 1 hope that he will issue the neces- 
sary directives and see that they a r e  carried out by the 
appropriate officer s o  that in the case of domestic ser- 
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vants or artisans this matter of taxation does not arise. 
These people work for two or three days a week; they 
may work for 8 weeks or four months in  the course of a 
year. Whether they be domestic workers or hotel workers 
o r  the vast army of agricultural workers who a r e  the 
backbone of the economy of this country,- we a r e  saying 
that the time has come when directives of a specific 
nature should be issued to the Commissioner of Inland 
Revenue with regard to people who we know a r e  not li- 
able to taxation. 1 am glad to see that the Premier has 
made that intimation and I hope he will have i t  implemented 
on a. proper hsis. 
6.00 p.m. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, there a r e  many other points 
on which I can probably $touch, but our Party is com- 
prised of so  many prominent orators, if I may be excused 
in saying so, that I have to leave room for my senior 
colleagues to tread on and 1 will close a t  this stage. 

Mr CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 imagine 
that there must be a lot of anxiety on the opposite side 
of the House a s  to when these speeches a r e  likely to be 



finished since I imagine time is running ou t  and there- 
fore I propose to confine my remarks merely to a few 
comments on the introductory Speech to the Budget. I 
shall take them in order a s  they appear in the Speech 
itself, 

Now the Premier began by drawfng attention to the 
House to the effect of the recession on employment and 
the noteworthy thing about that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is 
that he meant a recession in England and America. He 
wanted to d n w  attention to the effect of that recession 
on Barbados in the sense that since there was a reces- 
sion in these places , emigration poesiMlities would be 
decreased and there would be an increase in the unem- 
ployment in Barbados. Even allowing, Sir, for the fact 
that he made these comments within the context of the 
economic position of the island, i t  is obviously absurd 
when you a re  talldng about unemployment in Barbados 
to think of unemployment in Barbados only in terms of 
the effect on unemployment here by a recession outside. 
The flgures he gave witfi regard to thedifference in emi- 
gration between last year and this year a r e  merely 583; 
583 people less emigrated last year than the year before. 
That number in the context of the unemployment in this 
island is infinitesimal to the tom1 unemployment flgures 
in Barbados, and although the Government has had w i t .  
its hands for now something Ilke three years a compre- 
hensive and exhaustive report on unemployment,it has 
never published it. We know, however, that the flgures 
of unemployment a re  now something like 26,000, almost 
ten percent of the entire population - and these a re  the 
flgures in crop time when the maximum number of peo- 
ple is being employed locally, so that the Government is 
talking about a mere S83 people who did not go abroad 
in one year a s  compared with the entire problem of 
unemployment. 

In England where the unemployment is 1% and where 
i t  is 2% in America, the admlnistratlon visualises all 
s o n s  of natiorml disasters, but here we a r e  faced with 
a l q  employment picture and all  the Premier refers to 
in this context is the fact tbat 583 people less in one 
year emigrated than in another, and no where in the en- 
tire budget is there any indication a t  all that the Govern- 
ment seriously proposes to tackle this qhestion of findlng 
more work for the people of this Island. 

Before the Deep Water Harbour started, they trum- 
peted largely the potentialities of this scheme for ern- 
ploying people. I know from replies to questions tabled 
here asked by the hon. junior member for St. John that 
up to January this year only 505 people found employment 
a t  the Deep Water Harbour; there were 541 and of the 
541, 36 were exptrlotes employed there in expert cape- 
cities, s o  that this scheme, propagandised to be this tre- 
mendous employment potential, has not scratched even 
the surface of unemployment in Barbados. If any where 
fa the Budget there were proposals for large scale em- 
ployment of a proportion of this unemployed population, 
Sir, we should be able to view the sttuatlon with more 
satisfaction; but the prospect therefore is that rather 
than decreasing, the unemployment figures will rise, and 
r ise  to a polnt a t  which alarm is bound to give way to 
something more serlous. 

What amazes me, Sir, is that the Government should 
appear to be surprised that there has been a decrease in 
the savlngs of people a s  evidenced by the Armual Report 
of the Government Savings Bank. The Premier said on 
pnges 4 and S of this Budget Speech that the Savings Bank 
is gdng strong and in a healthy condidon but that with- 
drawals in 1958 exceeded ordinary deposits by $230,954; 
in the previous year deposits had exceeded withdrawals 
by $1,111,600. Well now, obviously people tht a r e  unem- 
ployed cannot save money. If your uuemployment is in- 
C m s i n &  and if you a re  failing to provide domestic 
employmem possibdlides a d  therefore people a r e  not 
world- tbey cannot go on saving money. Tothe contrary, 
many of them who may have had some savings would have 
to go and wittdrrw those savings in order to live. If you 
ere unemployed you anno t  have any money: and therefore, 
Mr. Dcputy Speaker, i t  should be obvious even to cNs 

.&vernment that since i t  cannot decide with any justifi- 
cation that public confidence in the Government Savings 
Bank has decreased - I do not thinkthat we can say i t  has, 
I have heard no rumour to this effect - if people were 
losing confidence in the Savings Bank, that might be one 
answer to the fact that there was this big difference. If 
there was a loss of public confidence, well then, you 
would not have to search for the reasons why withdrawals 
exceed deposits; but since, a s  far a s  we know, public 
confidence remains a t  the same level, obviously the an- 
swer is to be found in the fact that people a re  not working 
and cannot save money and those that have saving de- 
posits must withdraw in order to live. The answer, if you 
want the Savings Bank to function a t  the level i t  has been 
functioning in the past, is to try to provide more employ- 
ment for people, because if they a re  working they would 
not have to rely on utilising their savings in order to live. 
6.10 p.m. 

I t  is not without significance that the same level by which 
the savings in the Government's Savings Bank dropped, 
they rose to the level of loans in the Commercial Banks 
and the comment which the Hon. Premier drew from 
that is this. He says: "I do not know much about figures 
but 1 do not think i t  reflects sound business when savings 
rise by $I million andloans andadvances by the Banks 
over the same period rise by $7 million. I t  shows that 
probably some of our people a re  getting further in debt 
by having loans and advances on the Banks." 

Well now, i t  all boils down to the same thing. If 
people are  not working, they have to borrow money or 
they have to withdraw their savings, and the fact that 
commercial banks have increased their loans to local 
people, while i t  is something to be deplored, on the one 
hand i t  may be that people a re  borrowing money because 
they a re  not working or in debt and i t  means that they a re  
mortgaging their security with very little chance of paying 
off their loans unless they have employment; while on the 
other hand, i t  is a matter for satisfaction to know that the 
commercial banks a re  beginning to make more of the 
money they a re  maldng in the colony available to the 
people of the colony. May be, the threat of a National 
State Bank has awakened Barclays Bank, the Canadian 
Bank of Commerce, the Royal Bank of Canada and the 
Bank of Nova Scotia to the fact that since they a re  nwking 
enormous profits in the island, some of the profits they 
make should be made available to the people. The one pur- 
pose of these Banks is to make enormous profits out of 
this island. I t  is not easy for people to understand how in 
a small island like this, with a quarter million people, 
with three foreign banks already here, there would be 
sufficient business for the fourth to come in: but the fact 
is that i t  is good business. The figures a r e  so good that 
these foreign banks make enormous profits in the island 
and the proflts they make a re  sent outside to develop 
other countries and the local business people have enor- 
mous difficulties in endeavouring to raise capital here to 
develop the island. Therefore, when 1 saw that last year 
for the flrst time there was the sign of the big commercial 
bank8 advancing more credit to local people 1 welcomed 
it, Mr. Deputy Speaker, with the reservation that1 do hope 
that the people who a r e  borrowing this money now will be 
able to repay i t  and tbat they have not put themselves in 
debt and mortgaged their security merely in order to pro- 
vide for life from day to day. So long a s  they put these 
loans to development and expanding purposes and a re  
making capital developments which they hope will give 
them profits in the long run, i t  is all for the good of the 
Commerdal Banks to plough back in Barbados some of 
the profits they a re  making in Barbados. 

Well now, with regard to the remarks by the Hon. 
Premier on tourism, let us say briefly that revenue from 
tourism has risen to $10 million in a single year in spite 
of the present Government because we do not build tourism 
over-night and the Government for years has been the 
Mggest obstacle in the way of local tourist development. 
We have now reached a point where the income from tour- 
ism is $10 million because a number offar-sighted people 
who, despite the lack of encouragement and the o@n o p  
position of this Government, have for years endeavoured 
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to bring to this country some of the benefits of tourism. 
However, do not let us feel that $10 million is by any 
means complete. The figure last year for Jamaica is close 
on $40 million and $10 million forus,Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
is less than one-half in my opinion of what this country 
can expect from this source if and when the development 
of our tourist potential has reached i ts  maximum. 

Now to offset the consumption of rum and the loss 
of revenue in consequence, the Government has decided 
to increase the tax on beer. In so  far a s  I am concerned, 
I do not think that the reduction in the consumption of 
rum is a matter which any Government in any part of the 
world should bemoan. The Premier in his Budget Speech 
reflecting the policy of the Government in this matter 
spoke with the utmost regret that the consumption of rum 
had fallen off. 1 think he ought to welcome it; he ought to be 
glad i t  has fallen off; he ought to have been happy in the 
interest of the health of this country that i t  has fallen off. 
I would have thought that the Hon. Premier a s  a doctor 
would decry anything that leads to deteriorating standards 
of health. To look a t  i t  from a humanitarian point of view, 
the Government should do all i t  can todiscourage the con- 
sumpdon of rum. In America a t  the beginning of the pre- 
sent century the country under President Wilson -1 do not 
remember his name; somebody has saiditwasHoover- in- 
troduced prohitdtion because he thought i t  would be of as- 
sistance in promoting the health of the community. Subse- 
quent Governments of that country have had to remove 
prohibition because of the large quantities of improper 
immatured liquor which the public in large quantities con- 
sumed although they could not get i t  legally; but Your 
Honour would also recall that in India the very first thing 
they did after they becamea republic was to introduce pro- 
hibition. 
6.20 p.m. 
I feel that while i t  is true that, a s  housekeepers, the Gov- 
ernment must take note of any decrease inthe budget from 
this source, the correct approach to the question is not to 
bemoan this fact and try to get more money from alcoholic 
beverages; but to think of other sources for getting this 
money. What is really happening in this country is that 
people have found themselves with a little more money 
and the average frequenter of the rum shop o r  pub regards 
i t  a s  a matter of financial prestige to be able to call for a 
bottle of beer rather than call for a snap of rum. He be- 
lieves that when he calls for a bottle of beer he is demon- 
strating the fact that he has more money in his pocket; 
therefore, a s  the occasion arises, people would be prone 
to drink beer more so than rum. If the Government think 
that by increasing the taxation on beer they will offset the 
excise duty on rum, they a r e  living in a fool's paradise. 
What will happen is that the people will drink less beer. 
In the country districts, beer cost 38 cents per ten ounce 
bottle and, obviously, a bottle of beer i s  beyond the pur- 
chasing power of any but the foolhardy few of the people 
who frequent rum shops. I am nota prophet, but I am will- 
ing to bet that the revenue from beer this year will be less 
than i t  was last year, because less beerwill be consumed. 
People cannot afford to pay 38 cents for beer and 44 cents 
for stout. The figures show thatthereneednot be any cause 
for alarm over the fact that the consumptio~~ of rum has 
fallen off and that we will collect less money from it; we 
will collect more from customs and income tax a s  the 
figures r ise  and we can afford to ignore a drop in revenue 
from rum. There is no specially laid downfigure ordained 
by Divinity o r  some overriding power a s  to the amount of 
revenue which we must collect from rum, and I, for one, 
am of the opinion that the figures of revenue from the con- / 
sumptiom of alcoholic beverages in this country, either of 
rum o r  of beer, will continue to decrease. I am sure that 1 
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is a fall in the value of exports and there is therefore a 
l large adverse balance of visible trade. He went on to say 

that Our exports in  1958 were $35.4 million a s  compared 
with $45.5 million in 1957, In other words, in one single 
year the difference between exports and imports has 
dropped by $10 million, but nowhere a t  a l l  in the Budget 
is there any proposal for bridging that widening gap be- 
tween exports and imports. Certainly, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
that is a matter of infinitely more grave concern and we 
Should view with the utmost consideration this widening 
of the gap between our exports andimports. Even the Gov- 
etmment must realise that if this situation is allowed to 
continue unchecked, the country is heading for trade 
bankruptcy. You can only have a healthy economywhen the 
value of your exports is a t  least a t  par with the value of 
your imports, although, obviously, the desirable situation 
is that your exports shouldexceed the imports. Apparently, 
i t  is a matter of no concern to this Government that there 
is this large adverse balance of visible trade.   he figures 
a r e  supplied to the Premier by the Financial Secretary 
a s  a matter of course, and I imagine that this Speech made 
by the Premier was compiled, and i t  is obvious that i t  was 
compiled, from information supplied by the various Depart- 
mental Heads. These Departmental Heads send in their 
information and the Premier comes here and presents 
these Reports a s  a Budget Speech. When the Financial 
Secretary gave the Premier these facts and figures the 
duty of the Financial Secretary ended there; he was 
merely obligated to give to the Government an accurate 
Report a s  to the financial position of the island in this 
respect. When he says to the Cabinet' " Look here, there 
is an adverse visible trade balance," it is the duty 
of the Government then to formulate plans to replace this 
balance. But nowhere along the line, either in the Budget 
Speech o r  in the Estimates themselves, is there any de- 
finite, determined effort to reduce this trade balance; 
therefore, we will see  next year, unless a miracle takes 
place, that this gap will be further widened and i t  will go 
on to widen except we a r e  fortunate enough to have events 
moving so  muchin our favour that, without any effort on our 
Part, the situation will redress itself. 
6-30 p.m. 
That of course is possible, but inthese matters you cannot 
afford to leave everything to chance. 

The comments in this Speech with regard to develop- 
ment Present a Pretty appropriate picture of what 1 call 
Government's approach to this question in general. In 
talking about development, this is what the Premier said: 
"There was a large Government expenditure on develop- 
ment in 1958." And he goes on to talk about public works 
schemes which included the Deep Water Harbour. Well 
now, in advanced countries today, when Government talk 
about development plans they do not mean public works 
projects. In other words, thedevelopments wewentthrough 
last year a r e  primarily public works projects which in 
themselves will never produce any revenue; they represent 
capital expenditure which every year will call for more 
capital expenditure in order to maintain them. The Deep 
Water Harbour itself will not in the foreseeable future be 
a revenue producing concern; i t  is too much in debt; and 
the same Government by its reactionary policy has so 
destroyed Bridgetown a s  a popular port of call for steam- 
Ships that unless a miracle occurs, even with the Deep 
Water Harbour there will be k long time before the 
$20 million or $30 million we a r e  spending on the Deep 
Water Harbour can be repaid with interest and leave 
something for us by way of revenue. When they talk about 
development in terms of publfc works projects which they 
a r e  undertaking, i t  is merely exhibiting their 18thCentury 
approach to the question of running a Government. Even in 

i t  is more  in the interest of the health of the community I the other West Indian islands like Jamaica, Trinidad and 
that less alcohol should be consumed, and, to put i t  very 
mildly. I am amazed to think that a Government, with a 
physician at its head, should speak in such bemoaning 
terms of the fact a t  less alcoholis being consumed in the 
c o m m d t ~ .  The Premier of all people shoddwelcomethat 
fact, if he has any interest in the people of this island. 

That will just give you an idea a s  to the manner in 
which the Government looks a t  matters. The Premier 
dealt with the matter of rum and beer. He says that there 

British Guiana, to say nothing a t  all about Puerto Rico, 
when they talk about development they mean development 
in the sense of economic expaasian, and in  the sense of 
economic investment - industrial expansion which is going 
to expand in time the national income by providing more 
revenue; and i t  is an anachronism in the present state of 
the West Indies* constitutional position to have a Govern- 
ment in one of the most advanced units of the Federation 
which cannot appreciate the difference between develop- 
ment of public works and development calculatedtoexpand 



Industrial income. I t  is a s  if we a re  insisting in this island 
in remaining in the horse and buggy days when the other 
countries a re  thinking in terms of jet aeroplanes. We have 
to thank fortune for the expansion in the national income 
within the last ten years more than we have to thank any 
efforts on the part of the Government. It L purely by ac- 
cident that the national income h s  expanded to the point 
a t  which i t  is, and we a re  now dis.cussing a $21 million 
budget rather than a $10 million. Left to them and their 
bankruptcy of policy and lack of initiative Barbados would 
not have a hlgger budget today thanSt. Luda, and I for one 
deplore the fact, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that people outside 
d this country reading the Budget Speech ofa country which 
boasts of having a Premier and which obviously must oc- 
cupy a certainconstitutional position should have a Premier 
that thinks of development in terms of public works. 

Now a lot of hullabaloo has been raised about the fact 
that we raised a loan in England a few weeks ago within 
a fairly short dme. During the last campaign for Local 
Government, more than one spea4er cm Government plat- 
forms tried to fool the publlc that this was some special 
demonstration of confidence in the Barbados Government, 
and the Premier himself repeated this folly in his Budget 
Speech. Politics is not a subject for parrots, and certainly 
a lot of these statementswhicharemadeby unthinking peo- 
ple should be examined before they a re  repeated; and there- 
fore, Sir, in order to have the record straight, i t  is a g  
propriate to read the London Newspaper comment on this 
Barbados loan and its raising. The day after the loan was 
subscribed, the Daily Telegraph of London in reference 
to i t  contributed its success mainly to its terms. It said 
i t  was nicely pitched; we were offering 6Sg for stock a t  
98 1 /2 and redeemable in 1971 to 1983, and i t  went further 
and said that this loan was placed only after loans had been 
placed for Grenada, Andgur and St. Ludo which were just 
a s  successful. They said:- "The loan which will help to 
finance the Deep Water Harbour a t  Bridgetown, follaws 
three recent pladngs for the West Indies totalling £1,000, 
000 in the London Market. These were Grenada, Antigua 
and St. Lucia." 

The Financial Times  reported that this loan was the 
first gilt-edged public issue for less than £3  million 
since April, 1957. In other words, in a market anxious 
for loans there have been no gilt-edged public issue for 
less than £ 3 million since April, 1957 The Timas added 
that it seemed fairly clear that the dedsion to bring out 
this issue had been greatly influenced by the good market 
that had developed on the recent placing8 for Grenada, 
Antigua and St. Luda, all of whichquickly moved to a pre- 
mium over their placing price. 
6.40 p.m. 

In other words, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Barbados Gov- 
ernment through its agents in London, of course, took 
advantage of the favourable posidon. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair and Mr. 
SPEAKER took the Chair. 

Sir, I was talldng of the Barbados loan on which the 
Government was pattlng themselves on the back and try- 
ing to make the public believe that i t  was subecribed 
because of some speclal confidmce on the part of the 
British investor to this country. Nothing could be further 
from the truth. As I have said, the F i n a c i d  Times and 
the Daily Telegraph show that fairly clenr. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, 1 rise on a p a t  
of order. 1 would like to draw Your Honour's attentlon 
to Rule 26 - not that it matters to me - thpt the hon. 
member is reading from a Newsppar. 1 do so in order 
to maintain the Rules of this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I s  the Hon. Minister saying that the 
hon. senior m e m k r  for St. Philip is reading something 
from a newspaper? 

Hon. M. E. COX: Yes. From the London Telegraph. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Standlng Order No.26 reads a s  
follows: - 

"A member shall not read his speech, but he may 
read extracts from books or  papers other than news- 
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papers in support of his argument, and may refresh 
l his memory by reference to notes.'' 

I Mr. CRAWFORD: The Hon. Minister has said that 
w 

an hon. member must not read his speech. Butimaginel 
The Hon. senior member for St. Michael came in here 
with his speech written out1 

Mr. SPEAKER: The exception to your reading from 
a newspaper is made a s  far a s  the Minister is concerned. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: What am I to understand. Mr. 
Speaker? Does that mean a s  regards speaking or reading 
on the subject? Surely I am allowed to quote? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Rule says that you must not 
read from newspnpers. 1 will read i t  again. 

1 "A member shall not read his speech, but he may 
read extracts from books or papers other than news- 
papers in support of his argument, and may refresh 
his memory by reference to notes." 4 

Mr. CRHWFORD: ~ l l  I am doing is to refresh my 
memory by reference to notes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do hope that those notes a re  not 
printed newspapers. 

Mr. CIWWFORD: However, Sir, i t  does not make 
any difference a t  all. The point is this, Mr. Speaker, 
The Government does not want this appearing in print. 
That was a nice propaganda pill by them and they do not 
want the bubble burst. The placing of the Barbados loan 
followed pladngs for little places like Antigua and St. 
Lucla all of which places plan their Budget for grants- 
in-aids. We have pkces like those getting loans and 
Barbados getdng one after them. In other words, not only 
the terms of the loan but the timing of the loan, according 
to the Daily Telegmph and the London Financial Times ,  
were both nicely pitched. The financiers there took ad- 
vantage of the fact that this happened to be the very first 
gilt-edged public loan placed in the London market under A 
three million pounds since ~ p r i l  1957. The hon. junior 
member for St. John has on more than one occasion 
drawn attention to the domestic rulings with regard to 
the colony's loam which have been current in the last 
twelve or eighteen months and we all  know of the ex- 
perience and the history of Jamaica trying to raise loans 
in London at  this time. Therefore, i f  we sat down and 
waited padently until the market was favourable, that 
was a11 right and you could have said so: but i t  is nonsense 
to say anythlng about the confidence on the part of the 
investors in London in the Barbados Government. All 
the three London newspapers - the L ondon Telegraph, the 
Financial Timer and the London Times  in their reference 
to this loan never mid one word about any special con- 
fldence on the pert d investors in London in the Barbados 
Government. If the position was based on that they would 
have said SO. They made i t  perfectly clear that the loan 
was over-subscribed in the shortest possible time. Our 
experience was n o W g  more than the experience of St. 
Luck and ~ m l g u a  because they raised money in London 
under similar terms. 

It must be gilt-edged a t  65% interest and added to / that they got another l 112% for depreciation on their 
money. Do you want anything mote gilt edged t h n  that? 
A s  a matter of fact, Mr. Speaker, even the smaller colo- 
nies who cannot balance their budget had the same thing 
because the ndemptlon of the loan is backed by the Bri- 
tish Treasury. 

Now, Sir, to pass on from there, Government now 
intends to conalder the redr.ment age in the Public Ser- 
vice because, a s  it aays, elsewhere in the West lndies 
consideration is being given to this matter. Sir, when the 
age for retirement in the Public Servlce was reduced in 
this Chamber to 50 or 55 years, compulsory a t  60 years, 
1 was the only man in this Chamber to oppose it. They 
did it. They did it h splte of all precedent to the contrary. 
The flles in this COW a re  replete with instances in 



which the Colonial Office had asked the Government for 
years for a lowering in the age of retirement and in con- 
formity with the age a t  which retirement took place in 
British Guiana, Jamaica, Trinidad and other Africancolo- 
nies. It had always been opposed by this Government on 
the ground that our climatic conditions and hope of ex- 
pectancy of life could not be compared with unhealthy 
colonies like 'the Gold Coast and other colonies which 
were afflicted with malaria and such diseases. 
6.50 p.m. 

Barbados is itself a health resort, and all  down through 
the years all  the Conservative Governments have refused 
to accede to the requests of the Colonial Office to bring 
the retiring age of Barbadians in line with that of some 
of the other colonies. When i t  was done here, I opposed 
it; I said that i t  was a farcical step to take and i t  was a 
nonsensical thing to have done, and i t  has taken the Gov- 
ernment a number of years of squandering money in this 
manner, to come to the conclusion that they cannot afford 
to take such a step. Similarly, with the matter of leave 
passages; week after week I told them in here that we 
cannot afford to grant these leave passages, but they had 
their special friends whom they wanted to go to England 
and there was a clique of officials in this island, a s  there 
still is, who - if they tell the members of the Government 
to go and jump in a well a t  Dunscornbe Plantation, they 
will do it. My voice was heard in this Chamber protesting 
in the most loud, long and vehement terms against the in- 
troduction of leave passages in this island. The amount 
spent on leave passages last year represents a sub- 
stantial expenditure for a colony like this, which cannot 
afford the basic necessities of life for its people. But 
after this squandermania, they have come to the conclu- 
sion that we cannot afford this early retirement age be- 
cause of the excuse of the advent of new drugs a s  an aid 
to the expectancy of life. They feel that the age of com- 
pulsory retirement should now be restored to 65 years; 
I have never agreed to i t s  being lowered. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It now being 7 p.m. of the clock, 
this sitting stands suspended until 7.45 p.m. of the clock. 
This sitting now stands suspended. 
7.00 p.m. 

On re-assembling,  

Mr. SPEAKER: On the suspension of the sitting, 
the hon. senior member for St. Philip was addressing 
the House. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 had got to the 
point where 1 was referring to the remarks of the hon. 
introducer of the Budget with reference to the retiring 
age of public servants and with reference to the reten- 
tion of the system of leave passages. 
7.50 p.m. 

It would of course take up too much time to quote from 
some of my own remarks in this Chamber on the lower- 
ing of the retirement age in the public service and also 
on the reduction in Barbados of leave passages; both a r e  
rather alike in the case of the retirement age a s  in the 
case of the leave passages, although these matters have 
been stoutly and strenously resisted by the past Conserva- 
tive Governments in Barbados. They have withstood all 
the pressure from the Colonial Office all down through 
the years to provide these considerations for public serv- 
ants in Barbados. 

I remember on many occasions having heard a for- 
mer Attorney General in this Chamber who is still alive, 
Mr. Keith Walcott, explain in here that the Colonial Of- 
fice had been repeatedly suggesting to them to afford 
leave passages on the same basis a s  existed in some of 
the African colonies and they refused to do it. Similarly 
they refused to allow the retirement age which was le- 
gally permissible in colonies with inferior health con- 
ditions to Barbados; and now, Mr. Speaker, this 38 cents- 
a-bottle-of -beer Government wNch has been squandering 
public funds head over heels is now coming to its senses 
and wants to retrench in these two directions. The amount 
allocated for leave passages in this year's Estimates 

l is $75,000. People leave all  over the West Indies, Cen- 
I tral  America, South America -and North America, for 

that matter- to enjoy our splendid health facilities, and I we foolishly allow the same retirement age and the same 
vacation facilities a s  colonies in which the average expect- 
ancy of robust service is infinitely lower than ours. 
Through this reckless expenditure of public funds, Mr. 
Speaker, we have reached a point where in the o j h h n  of 
the present Government the average worker in this 
country must pay 384 for a single ten-ouncebottle of beer. 
There is wide-spread talk of this scandalous position all  
over the island, because the fantastic excuse that i t  is 
expected that one of these days a Brewery will be started 
here and that the price of locally produced beer will be 
very much cheaper will only hold water when the Brewery 
starts  to function. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, on a point 
of order, earlierthis evening I had to correct a former 
speaker, a member of his Party. I t  was never said by me 
o r  anybody else that the question of theincreasedduty on 
beer bore any relation to any expected brewery being 
placed in Barbados; so I just want the hon. member to 
know that i t  was not said by me o r  anybody else. I gave 
positive reasons f ~ r  it. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I do not know who could have said 
it, whether i t  was a spokesman of the Government. It is now 
public property that a BridshGufana Brewery Firm, Banks 
Beer, has been negotiating with the Government here to open 
a brewery here. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: On a point of order, i t  
is public property that Banks Beer is treating to come here 
and open a brewery. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: It is public property that a firm 
has been negotiating with Government to establish a 
brewery here, but i t  is not true to say that i t  is public 
property that Banks Beer is, coming here1 That even makes 
the position worse. If the decision to increase the retail 
price of beer tothe presentrate was due to the fact that the 
Government expects that sooner or later beer would be 
locally produced which would be sold more cheaply, the 
only complaint you could have with the Government for this 
additional tax would be the question of time. One could say 
that the Government should have waited until the local 
brewery was established before introducing the increased 
taxation; but i f  a s  the Premier says, the additional in- 
crease %n beer is not in any way conditioned by the ex- 
pectancy of a local brewery, then the position is even 
worse because i t  means the Government rationally thinks 
that the average Barbadian can afford to pay 384 ror a 
bottle of beer; but whether or not you get a local brewery, 
38# is beyond the capacity of the average working-class 
man who can buy. 

If that is the case, Mr. Speaker, the Government is 
completely out of touch with the earning capacity and the 
buying capacity of the public. If 384 for a bottle of beer 
is the normal thing in their opinion, then in their opinion, 
Mr Speaker, the earnings of the working-class in this 
colony must be four times more than what i t  really is, 
because in countries where the actual earnings of the 
worker a r e  five or six-times the actual earnings of the 
worker in Barbados, you can buy a bottle of beer for half 
of what they propose to charge or what the position of the 
new duty makes i t  imperative should be charged. Anyhow, 
Sir, what 1 was saying is that a 38 cents-a-botle-of-beer 
Government has now proposed to spend $75,000 this year 
on leave passages with the comment, not until now realised, 
that the country cannot afford to conttnue this abnormally 
early public retirement age and this enormous annual ex- 
penditure of leave passages for public servants. I need say 
no more about this other than to say I am personally 
gratified to be able to recall that although I stood alone, 
I was most strenous in my decision to have these two 
proposals dealt with by the House. 
8.00 p.m. 
Members of the House wnether they *greed with or ac- 
cepted that - i t  does not matter to me; but it gives a cer- 
tain amount of personal satisfaction to me to know that in 



So relatively short a space of time, a s  in so many other 
things, they have had to reverse their thinking and to come 
around to my way of thinking. 

Yow the introductory Budget Speech refers to Edu- 
cation, and says the increase is small due to the em- 
ploying of a few more teachers ancl increments in their 
salaries. The hon. senior member for Christ Church has 
already dilated on the importance of providing more second- 
ary school accommodadon and the more appropriate time 
for extensive remarks under this Head will come when we 
come to deal with the Head itself and, therefore, we need 
not take up too much time on i t  a t  this stage; but I cer- 
tainly want to refer in passing to the amount we a r e  
spending on the U.C.W.I. and to tell the Hon. Minister of 
Education who is now representing the Colony on the 
University Board that the University is not paying i ts  
appropriate part in the development of the West Indian 
nation. Even in the most recent Report, mistakenly re- 
ferred to a s  the Cato Report, i t  @S not paid appropriate 
attention to the potentiality which exists for the University 
to play its utmost part in the development of the nation. 
To put i t  briefly, it is almost useless to have an educated 
person to serve a population of 3,000,000 if the maximum 
number of students in that University a t  any year is only 
600. Sometime late last year, I made i t  my business to 
interest myself in higher education in Puerto Rico when 1 
was there and to discover the part Universities were play- 
ing in contributing to the national life of the colony. So far 
a s  I can remember, there is one large University and two 
small ones there but in a population of less than 2,000,000 
these three Universities were catering to something like 
29,000 students. There is a small one run by the Roman 
Catholic church, and I do not know who runs the other 
small one: but between the three of them there is an en- 
rolment of 29,000 students. The University of the West 
Indies caters to three million people and i t  has less than 
600 students. 

In my opinion, i t  is all  well and good to talk about 
high university standards and compare the U.C.W.I. with 
Oxford and Cambridge, London and other well established 
universities; but thoseareas which those universities serve 
a r e  fundamentally different from ours. If we a re  to build a 
nadon which is just emerging, our university education 
must be proportionately extended to have an impact on a 
larger section of the community. If the maximum number 
of students a t  our one universityinany one year is 600, can 
any one understand the length of time i t  wiJ1 take for this 
university to play a real vital part in the development of 
the West Indian nation? 

I personally do notagree thatwe should slavishly keep 
the standards of centuries old universities in countries 
which a r e  far different from ours in the building of our 
university. In other words, what is good enough for Oxford 
and Manchester and the London universities is not good 
enough for an emerging people; therefore the Minister of 
Education will be well advised in my opinion to consider 
ways and means, in so far a s  this colony is concerned, of 
seeing that the facilities a t  the U.CW.1. be either made 
available to a greater number of students from Barbados 
o r  to have more places here for childrento be educated at 
secondary grammar school level. 

The hon senior member for Christ Church has drawn 
appropriate attention to more facilities for grammar 
schools here and, therefore, on this side of the table we 
need not pay more attention to that aspect of the matter: 
but certainly what he said about secondary grammar 
school accommodation is equally applicable, even of course 
under a different syllabus, to our university level of educa- 
tion. 
8.10 p.m. 
As regards the water supplies, the estimated expenditure 
for  the coming year is $350.000 and the Premier said that 
that was a slight increase in the expenditure in respect 
of water supplies over the amount which was originally 
allocated. In this matter of the extension of the water 
suppIies, in my opinion there has been the lack of fore- 
sight and vision on the part of the Government. There can 
hardly be any item of more importance to the c o m m ~ d t y  
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l 1 than water, and more than once from this side of the Table 
l this afternoon, reference has been made to the amount of 

money available to the Government locally for essential 
development purposes. Again i t  is with a feeling of satis- 
faction that 1 can refer to the fact that from my earliest 
days in this House, 1 have tried toemphasise the necessity 
for the extension of the water supply and the time has come 
when the Government should tackle this matter with in- 
finitely more vigour than they a r e  doing at present. 

When you come to the extension of the water supply 
you will not only haveincreasing expenditure butincreasing 
revenue. When we began to expand the water supply in the 
first Five Year Plan, we were collecting about $200,000 a 
year from the Waterworks Department and even from the 
limited expenditure we collected about $600,000 a year. 
If you refer to the Estimates, you will see from the es- 
timated revenue from water, that it is three times a s  much 
a s  i t  was less than ten years ago; that means that the ex- 
tension of the water supply is offset by increased revenue. 
~t the rate a t  which the Government is going, i t  will take 
another 20 years or more to make water available to 
every district in Barbados that should have it. Since this 
country has been so blessed by nature a s  to have the most 
abundant water supply in the area, the Government should 
take full advantage of i t  and make these resources available 
to every member of the community at the earliest possible 
date. Many people who know, and those who a r e  not Prone 
to forget, know that there is no other country in the Carib- 
bean with the resources of water whichwe have. Last year 
we had a drought and I remember distinctly that in the 
months of January, February and March people were still 
watering their gardens with public water supply; I also 
remember that the Superintendent of the Waterworks 
Department issued a Circular asking people to be careful 
in the use of water, but he did not ban the use of it. h t  the 
same time in Florida people were drinking water brought 
to them by steamer; we experienced the same drought but 
we were watering our gardens with the public water supply. 
I feel that a Government which has been elected by the 
people in the manner in which this Government has been 
elected, should pursue a much bolder policy with regard 
to making water available to everybody. We should take 
up $2 million from any of the funds in the sugar industry 
and in two years8 time, under a bigprogramme, we should 
sink the necessary wells, put down the necessary pumps 
and bring the water to the surface and make i t  available to 
everybody. When you put down a water main in any area 
the people will tap the water for which they have to pay. 
This is something which is revenue -producing. I should 
like to say that the question of supplying water to people 
should not be in any Five Year Plan; we should not be 
allocating a million dollars to be spent over five years 
for the purpose of making water available to the people 
of this island; that demonstrates the bankruptcy of ideas 
and, more important, i t  means that we do not appreciate 
either the need or the importance of this item in respect 
of which we should do better. 

The estimated revenue this year inrespectof Water- 
works is $640,765; last year i t  was $596,565. This is al- 
most like selling food; water is an essential commodity 
for every person in this community and you can afford to 
spend money on it. When you expend money on a highway 
or on tenantry roads, that is capital expenditure and you 
have to go on in  perpetuum to levy taxation so a s  to main- 
tain these roads; but in the case of water, i t  is a different 
matter. Especially in view of the high incidence of unem- 
ployment and the necessity for providing work for people 
in this island, I should like to counsel the Government 
that no more advantageous programme could be embarked 
upon than the immediate effort to make sure that water 
is available in every nook and cranny of the island of 
Barbados. This programme of puttingdown two stand-posts 
every year in the various parishesanda small expenditure 
of funds in the Waterworks Department every year should 
come to an end. 
8.20 p.m. 
If you want to change the entire concept, let us regard 
selling water a s  Government business, because when you 
do that, although it may appear to be mercenary, you a r e  
a t  the same time providing the public with a much needed 



amenity. Even here in St. Michael in many districts - 
Bank Hall, Bush Hall and Carrington's Village- water is 
not a s  available a s  i t  should be, and in many of the rural 
areas people a re  still walking a mile toa standpost. 1 have 
said on the floor of this House repeatedly and I repeat it 
again tonight that in the parish of St. Michael itself, there 
should not be any standposts a t  all. Port-of-Spain has not 
got our water resources; almost every member around 
this Table must have been inaHouseor hotel a t  some time 
or  another in a bath-room latheredwith soap and no water, 
and yet in spite of that there is not a single standpost in 
Port-of-Spain for the simple reason that the City Fathers 
of Port-of-Spain from time to time have seen to i t  that 
every district in the Trinidad Capital has water in every 
house, even although the resources and the supplies a re  
not there. We all know the scandal of the Caura k m ;  you 
a re  not allowed to build a house in Port-of-Spain unless 
you put in water; we have the resources here but merely 
because we cannot get a Government withthe humanitarian 
and imaginative outlook to go out and do these things, you 
still have throughout the island a growing need for water. 
An end should be put to that; and, inspite of the fact that 
the Government has already said there has been a slight 
increase in water expenditure, the question of supplying 
water in this island should be tackled with a view that in 
two years water will be available to every householder in 
every part of Barbados. 

Now a little earlier, Sir, 1 referred to the fact that 
on the question of development, the Premier referred to 
the Deep Water Harbour. That, in the Government's 
repertoire of Capital Projects is the show-piece; so  to 
speak, the piece de resistance. We are  all in this country 
more or less anxious to see the Deep Water Harbour finish- 
ed. All the agitation and all the opposition on i t  is now a 
thing of the past, and this generation expects to see i t  an 
accomplished fact. I commented earlier that the Goven- 
ment in i ts  mistaken policy regards expenditure on Capi- 
tal Works a s  development; i t i s  of coursea sort of develop- 
ment but not the only sort of developmentwhich this country 
needs. 

Some years ago on the floor of this House I tabled a 
Memorandum proposing that we in Barbados should em- 
bark on the manufacturing of flour from imported wheat, 
I have not made any reference to itfor a number of years. 
probably six or  seven years, for the simple reason that 
after investigating the matter outside of this island, I felt 
that the more appropriate time to consider i t  would be 
during and after the construction of the Deep Water 
Harbour, because if the wheat for the manufacturewere to 
be economical and come in bulk, the cheapestway to bring 
in wheat in bulk is to have a Deep Water Harbour with un- 
loading facilities a t  the port. Now that the erection of the 
Deep Water Harbour is on the way to become an ac- 
complished fact, 1 want to refer to this project again, and 
I may say, Mr. Speaker, that I intend this to be the first 
of a number of industrial development projects which I 
intend to advance for the consideration of the Government, 
and then i t  is for them to do what they like. 

We on this side of the House a re  frequent in our 
criticisms of the Government for its negative approach to 
the questioq of industrial developments in Barbados. Right 
now the appropriate Minister shelters behind the fact that 
the Industrial Development Board has been established 
and likes to say that responsibility for industrial develop 
ment is a matter for that Board, whichof course is fantas- 
tic. Now, Sir, In 1950, that is nine years ago, I suggested 
that we should consider manufacturing flour in this Island 
from imported wheat and I pointed out in the Memorandum 
which I tabled that our consumption of flour annually was 
then over 22,000 pounds. Well now, i t  is in the vicinity of 
30 million pounds and it is economic to put down a flour 
mill to produce even a s  low a s  30,000 pounds of flour a 
day. In 1953 Haiti put down a flour mill and manufactured 
flour from imported wheat, and the average consumption 
of flour in Haiti is less than i t i s  in Barbados. There is no 
reason why some island in the West Indies should not 
manufacture flour in the area to supply the entire area; it 
would be cheaper to import the wheat in bulk and manu- 
facture i t  than to import the flour. 
8.3Q' p.m. 
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I ds a matter of fact, i t  is noteworthy that in recent years 
Canada who used to be our major supplier of flour is now 
losing place to the U.S.A. where i t  is known that the U.S.A. 
subsidises flour Up to a year ago, Canada had something 
like seven million bushels of wheat which they could not 
sell a t  all. We a re  talking of increasing trade between 
Canada and the West lndies and we know that Canada is 
anxious to regain some of the flour market which they 
have lost to America. Well then, one of the best methods of 
approach for a betterment in Canadian-West Indian trade is 
to ask Canada to sell us some of their surplus wheat and 
let us  manufactufe the flour down here. If we do not do it, 
some other island will do it. Trinidad will do it. We now 
have a Deep Water Harbour and we have facilities for 
wheat to be brought ashore in bulk without having to bring 
i t  across in lighters. The Government of Barbados would 
be answerable to future generations if we allow the opportu- 
nity to pass unnoticed. It is the height of neglect on the 
part of Government to accept the findings of a Development 
Board whose members a re  appointed by the Government 
without any regard to qualification for being put on the 
Board, and then they only put their friends on the industrial 
concerns. That is all they do. You will find in one or two 
cases, purely by accident, some of their friends can make a 
contribution to the Board: but by and large, the people they 
put there can make no contribution to the successful opera- 
tion of the Board. Sir, especially now that we have the 
emphasis on the .manufacture of poultry and animal feeds 
locally by a private enterprise, i t  would be even more 

1 advantageous to have flour processed here because you will 
I get the wheat shreds and what not, and the refuse, for 
1 inclusion in the manufacture of animal feed. 

In the memorandum which I tabled here in 1950,I 
stated that the manufacture of flour fromwheatin Barbados 
would make available different grades of super qualit? 
flour including wheat flour, and that you will also get the 
bran for feeding cattle and pigs. 

If the Government makes enquiry, they will discover 
two things. They will discover that last year the U.S.A. 
sent us eight million pounds of flour and Canada only sent 
us six million pounds more than that, and the year before 
the difference was only one million pounds in favour of 
Canada; the figures are, we got eleven million pounds 
from Canada and ten millions potulds avoirdupois fromthe 
U.S.A. 

I said earlier that traditionally Canada is the supplier 
of the Barbadian flour market: but a s  the supplier of the 
West hdian flour, Canada is loosing i ts  place to America 
and the Government of Barbados will discover that this is 
taking place. Our consumption is thirty million pounds a 
year and if the Government makes enquiries to the appro- 
priate soiu-ces, they will be told that even to manufacture 
a s  low a s  thirty thousand pounds a day, you can put down a 
flour mill which will make money; so youcan see that 1 am 
not merely suggesting to them to import wheat and manu- 
facture flour here for the fun of doing it. (A VOICE: Who 
would supply the wheat?) 

The Hon. Minister of Trade asks who would supply the 
wheat. AS a matter of fact, 1 just told him, if he were 
listening, that for years the biggest headache facing the 
Canadian Government is to dispose of 700 millions bushels 
of wheat and that is the biggest headache facing the Cana- 
dian Government tonight. (Laughter) Sir, imagine people 
laugh and do not know what they a re  laughing about. If I 
think 1 would say here something that one of them could 
really laugh at, I would really jump in the Careenage and 
stay there. 

Their approach to the Canadian Government should 
be this: since you a re  losing the flour market to the West 
Indies, send us the wheat. And for that matter we can get 
wheat from either America or  Canada. It is so easy; i t  is 
almost like giving candy to a child. I just told them that 
America has to subsidise flour in order to get a market 
for it. If this Government sit down in their innocence and 
allow the opportunity to pass, they will wake up one of 
these mornings to find that another West Indian colony has 



embarked on this programme. OfthatIamabsolutely sure, 
because in 1950 after I tabled this memorandum here, the 
following year in Tdnidad, Mr. AlbertGomeswhowas then 
running the Government said that he did not see any reason 
why Trinidad should not take steps in this direction and 
when I made further enquiries about it from people who 
would kncw, they told me that the correcttime to push this 
programme in Barbedos was after i t  had a Deep Water 
Harbour. In other words, the wheat must come in  bulk 
therefore having said what I have said now, 1 have dis- 
charged my responsibdlity in the matter. 1 may say this. 
When I say that COD.& has several humlreds bushels of 
wheat in store, 1 want to say she does not have i t  now; she 
had i t  for years but could not dispense with it. 
8.40 p.m. 

Anybody who wants to questton that, does not know what he 
is talking about. 1 will go a little further; earlier the Gov- 
ernment talked about the increase in revenue from tourism 
which is now $10 million a year. What I think we will have 
to dointhis country inthe near future a s  tourism continues, 
is to provide facilities for the training of hotel workers. 
There has been large-scale borrowing by hotel and guest 
house owners for extending the hotel accommodation and 
by the end of this year, that is to say, by the beginning of 
the next tourist season, there shall be double the number of 
hotel rooms available in this colony, and these hotels will 
need staffs. Some of the best hotels all over the world 
claim that the only way inwhichyoushould run a hotel - a t  
least i t  is the policy of the Hilton group of hotels - is that 
you should have an employee for every guest. As a matter 
of fact, in some ofthe bigger hotels, hotels with six hundred 
rooms catering to twelve hundred guests, those hotels would 
employ a staff of fifteen hundred people. The average is even 
more than one employee to one guest, but the minimum 
number of. employees in a well-run hotel is an employee 
to every guest. The number of employees should approxi- 
mate the number of guests to whom we a r e  catering. The 
Government should consider adding facilities to the House- 
Craft Centre for the purpose of training a certain number 
of people every year for hotel work Thisdoes not require 
any highly specialised training and for a smallexpenditure 
of money, the Government could provide training facilities 
for those who want to take advantages of them. While I 
am on this question of training, Mr. Speaker, 1 want to 
throw out the suggestion that the Government should pro- 
vide additional facilities, o r  i t  should embark on a pro- 
gramme for the training of nurses in  this colony. The 
facilities offered by the General Hospital and perhaps the 
District Hospitals a s  well as  the Parochial Almshouses 
could be utillsed for carrying out a training programme 
for nurses. 

On this side of the House, during the debate on the 
Budget, there has been a special emphasis laid on the 
increasing number of the unemployed people inthisisland; 
but does the Government know thatthereis, a t  the moment, 
a worse shortage of nurses? People a re  leavingthis Coun- 
try with money which the Government has been compelled 
by the Opposition to lend them to goabroad to study nursing, 
and people are  also using their own funds to go abroad a s  
State Nurses. There is a shortage of nurses - qualified 
nurses a r e  not even available today. As a matter of fact, so 
great is the shortage of nurses thatinAmerica even under 
the quota allowed by the McCarran Act, nurses have priori- 
ty. Any nurse, any qualified nursein Barbados has priority 
to go to America under the quota restrictions; so long a s  
she is qualified, she can go. The hon. member pretends to 
be amused but what surprises me is, not the number of 
things which he knows but the number of things which he I 
does not know. (Hon. M. E. COX: How long ago?) Do not 

to enter America with priority over and above any other 
applicant with a visa, andeventhemessenger a t  the Consu- 
late would tell any hon. member so ifhe asked. (A VOICE: 
Joke!) I t  grieves me to think that people who do not know 
anything a t  al l  can get up and contradict things that people 
know; i t  is exasperating that a member should parade his 
ignorance in this fashion. When1 get up here and say some- 
thing, I know what I am talking about. It is all well and 
good for people when a t  home o r  when meeting with one 
another to talk ignorance, but when they hear other people 
talking they should keep quiet. It is the height of absurdity 
for him to contradict me. 

I repeat, Mr. Speaker, that any qualifiednurse or even 
a teacher for that matter has priority under the quota for 
entry into America or any part of theworld, and therefore 
if this Government is interested in finding employmentfor 
people outside, we shouldallocateacertainamountof funds 
from the revenue of this island for a training programme 
for nurses. Nurses leave who cannot find work here and go 
to Aruba and Curacao and get $300 or $400 a month. When 
we said on the floor of the House that you should lend 
money to people to go to England and study or find work, 
the Government's reaction was that they could not lend 
money to every Tom, Mck and Harry; but they had to eat 
their words in six months, and I am telling them now that 
they will have to provide a training scheme for Nurses in 
this country; and in the same way they a r e  prepared to do 
other things, they will have to h prepared to do this too 
because the entire world wants Nurses and we have facili- 
ties at the Almshouses and the Hospital to train Nurses 
over and above the number we can utilise and they can find 
work outside. 

Mr. Speaker, since it is flve minutes to nine, I am 
reminded that under the Rules 1 must make a motion that 
further debate on this matter be postponed. 

1 beg to move that further debate on this matter be 
postponed. 

Mr. BARROW: l beg to second that. 

The question that further debate be now post- 
poned was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that 
this House do now adjourn until Wednesday l8that 12 noon. 

Mr. WALCXYIT: The 18th of what? ~ p r i l  next year? 

Hon. M. E. COX. 1 begto move that this House do now 
adjourn until Wednesday 18th March a t  12 noon. I thought 
that the hon. member would have known thatthe Estimates 
have to be finished before the end of March each year, 
being a one-time member of Government. 

We propose in addition to the ~ppropriation Bill to 
deal with Orders Nos. 7 and 8, the Bill to amend the Public 
Health Act and the Bill to amend the Public Assistance ~ c t  
tomorrow. I promise the House to get all the relevant 
information to rebut the misleading statements made by the 
hon. senior member for St. Philip who spoke just now. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that. 

Mr. CRAWPORD: Mr. Speaker, ona point of order ,.... 
ask me; ask the American Consul. 1 repeat that any qualified 
nurse o r  any qualified teacher, for that matter, can go to 
America tonight or tomorrow morning with priority. The 
hon. member on my right (Mr. Barrow) says that a nurse 
has not got to be under the quota. 
8.50 p.m. 
I am told by the hon. member that she can go on priority 
outside the quota. 1 do not endorse that a t  all, but if the hon. 
member has more recent information than I have, then he 
can say it when he gets up to talk; but my informadon is 
that so long a s  you a r e  a quaUfled nurse you a r e  entitled 

Hon. M. E. O X :  The hon. member cannot interrupt 
me while 1 am speaking. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am speaking on a point of order,; 
don't you know that when I get up you have to si t  down? 

Mr. SPEAKER: A member may be interrupted on a 
point of order. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. l expect, Mr. Speaker, thatanybody 
can get up in here and call another member's statements 



misleading, but he must say what the misleading statements 
were. 

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 said I would do so tomorrow. * 
Mr. WALCOIT: Mr. Speaker, before you putthe mo- 

don, I h a r d  the Minister in movlngtkadjournment inform 
the House of what he intends to dotomorrow. What I would 
like to draw to Your Honour's attention is that the Order 
Paper is fixed, and if the debate is adjourned and we are  
going to meet tomorrow, he cannot get up and say what he 

ts golng to do tomorrow because the debtate has been post- 
poned and I take It that that is where we should contlnue 
tomorrow. 1 just want to get these things straight. 

Mr. SPEAKER It is not a matter of the Rules, it is 
a matter for the feeling of the House tomorrow. 

The question that this House do now adjourn 
until Wednesday 18th March, at 12 noon was put and re- 
solved i n  the offinnative without division and Yr .  SPEAK- 
ER adjourned the House accordingly. 




