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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Thursday, 19th March, 1959.

Pursuant to the adjournment the House of Assembly

met at 12 nceon today,
PRESENT

Hlis Honour Mr, K, N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker);
Mr, J. F. T. BRANCKER,(Leader of the Opposition);
Hon, Dr. B. G. H., CUMMINS, C.B.E., M.D., C.M.,(Pre-
mier); Hon. M. E. COX, (Minister ofTrade, Industry and
Labour); His Honour Mr. L. E. SMITH, J.P.;/Deputy
Speaker); Hon. R, G. MAPP, (Minister of Communica-
tions, Works and Housing); Mr. T. O, BRYAN, (Chair-
man of Committees); Hon. F. E. MILLER, (Minister of
Soecial Services); Hon. D. DN. GARNER, (Minister of
Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries); Mr. H. A. DOWDING,
M.B.F.; .

Prayers were read.

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: | have the honour toinform the House
that the Minutes of the last Meeting are not yet ready for
circulation.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES
Hon. M, E, COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice
of my intention to move that under Standing Order No.5,
the Appropriation Bill, the Public Assistance Bill and the
Public Health Bill be exempted from paragraph 8 of that
Standing Order.

Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that the Appropriation
Bill, the Public Assistance and the Public Health Bill be
exempted from the provisions of Paragraph 8 of Standing
Order No.S.

»

Hon. D, D, GARNER: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, 1 am afraid I cannot
see my way to support this motion, because as I gather,
the purpose of it is to enable this House to carry on with
one of those’ marathon sittings suchas wewere accustomed
to in the past, if necessary to 3 o’clock or undl 6.30 a.m.
the next morning. That seems to be the effect of it. We
have been meeting every day, Tuesday, Wednesday and
today Thursday, and 1l take it we are likely to meet to-
morrow. That is quite all right for the Ministers because
they are whole-time politicians, but we are not, We are
not complaining about meeting Friday, but if we also have
to meet at night and to any hour, how can one obtain the
necessary minimum amount of rest to be fit to come here
the next day, evem if one neglects - and one must neglect
other business if one 18 working everyday of the week con-
secutively from Tuesday until the Estimates are completed.
It is not reasonable to work until any hour of night or
morning without the reasonable amount of ime for re-
laxation; it is asking too much of the human frame, and
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1 do not think it is a fair request. That might have been
all right if there had been any suggestion on our part not
to sit every day, but we are sitting every day and nobody
is complaining; so we should not sit every day and every
night and with power to sit until any hour in the night or
morning as the majority Party thinks fit.

I think it is unreasonable and that is why I cannot
support the motion to suspend the Standing Orders so as
to carry on indefinitely. The main reason why we changed
the Rules was toensure thatwe would finish at a reasonable
time, and 1 thirk it is only reasonable to regard from 12
noon to 9.00 p.m. each day of the week as sufficient and
as reasonable, and as muchas could be asked of any person
who wants to be able to give of his best - which he cer-
tainly cannot do if he is required to carry on until 11 p.m.
or 12 midnight and be back at 12 noon the next day as I
gather the Government is prepared to do.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I must support the
Leader of the Oppositdon. We are sitting againi tomorrow
and we are prepared to sit again next week. It is no fault

- of ours if these Estimates were started late. We have
been told over and over again that it is not fair to the
House and it is not fair to the Other Place to come down
with these Estimates as late as they have been coming.
The Opposition on this occasion have spoken at great
length having no other reason than to point out to the
Government their promises. 1 do not think it is fair to be
sitdng from 12 noon and then come and spring on us that
you are carrying on until any hour of the night. As I said,
we are prepared to come here day after day to do the
business which is very important at this time, but we can-
not see our way to support Government in this matter.

) Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, this is another in-~
dication where the Leader of the Opposition is to be
blamed. He does not realise what kind of people he is
dealing with. This reasonable attitude and acting honestly
with people who do not regard any sort of decencies can-
not work. When you are dealing with a man with a gun, you
have to try and get a machine gun, hand grenades and all
sorts of things. When I asked a question about the imes
of meeting last week, the hon. member looked over here
and said he would have to talk with the Leader of the
Opposidon.

12.25 p.m.

When I rise in here, stop me if you think 1 have no right
to speak. The Hon. Leader of the Opposition agreed to
this arrangement. | had made arrangements in my own
private affairs to meet people this evening. 1 am not a
professional idler: 1 have to work for my living and in
an organisation in which I have to give of my best. ] have
to go out to negotate business on behalf of workers.
When 1 promise to meet you at 12 o'clock, 1 want to do
that. If we are golng to meet from 12 (noon) untdl 10 p.m.,
what is the point of putting in the rules from 12 (noon)
untll 9 p.m.? Yesterday, you met from 12 (noon) until
11 p.m. and you come in today and say that you are sus-
pending these Standing Orders because you want to go
through untll whenever you llke. You are only going to
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make pcopie get violent and probably make a man come
over there for one of you. The Hon. Premier does not
undertake to do these things himself; he puts the Leader
of the House to deal with them. You have brought us in
here for three consecutive days and on the third con-
secutive day, you come and tell us that there is no hour
for ending the meeting; therefore, you can go on until
tomorrow morning. Are you elected here because you
are an idler? Do you elect people whom you think do
not like to work? 1f that were so, they would put in here
an army of people who want to get some work or who
do not have any work to do. They would say: elect them
to the House of Assembly, it does not matter, they do
not have anything to do. You come here to do work for
the people but not for somebody to say how and when you
should come or not come. That would work for some
people but not for me because I do not look at coming
in here as a means of working for a living. Ministers
sit down in their.offices and they can leave everything
in their Ministry tomorrow and say that they are not
meeting you there tomorrow. We cannot do that. You
come here this morning and say that you are postponing
all these things because you want to meet until 10 or 11
o’clock tonight and that means that you can go on until
morning, >

Hon. M. E., COX: Mr. Speaker, 1 should like to say
that on this side of the Table there are members who are
at least as reasonable as hon. members over on the other
side and it is not our intention at all to use our members
as any pressure to keep this House any later than we con-
sider it necessary to get this work through.

1 think hon. members will agree that in the past, we
used to begin consideration of the Estimates sometime
around the 7th and 9th March and finish them in time in
order that the Other Place would be able to consider them
and get them passed before the end of the financial year.
Today is the 19th March and we have only been able to
pass the first Head and that forces us to ask for additional
time to have these Estimates put through in time in order
to give the Other Place sufficient time to consider them.
I think the request that the Rule be suspended so as not to
apply to these things and so that we may be able to
go until 10 o’clock, 10.30 or 11 o'clock in order to get
these things through is not unreasonable.

Here I must pause to say that I regard the Hon.
Leader of the Opposition as the officlal member of the
Party opposing the Government. While I mean no disre-
spect to anybody else, I do not think one should expect
that Government should be running to every member to
say something. It is true that the Opposition does not
show any sense of cohesion or a party because everybody
gets up and speaks, and speaks on the same item at the
sams time and contradicts themselves and so on. For
instan: ., yesterday an hon. member spoke for between
five and six hours ----

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member is straying a bit
from the motion.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg your pardon, Sir. I was saying
that 1 regard the hon. junior member for St. Lucy as the
Leader of the Official Opposition and therefore, I feell
should consult with him.

I should say this although it may be striking a bad
note. No threats whatsoever would move anybody of this
Government. They are used over and over again and we
ignore them. No amount of threats willmove us and I think
those persons who know that will know that their threats
would not preventus from doing whatwe think is reasonable
and just and in the interest of the people of this island. My
life can always go for the cause,

12.35 p.m.

The question that the Appropriation Bill, the
Public Assistance Bill and the Public Health Bill be
exempted from the provisions of paragraph 8 of stand-
ing Order No. 5, was put and resolved in the affirmative
the House dividing as follows:-

AYES: Mr. BRYAN, Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS;
Hon. M. E, COX, Hon. D. D, GARNER; Hon. R. G. MAPP;
Hon. F, E, MILLER; Messrs. STRAUGHN and SMITH -8.

NOES: Messrs. WALCOTT, DOWDING; GODDARD
and BRANCKER - 4.

RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE ON
APPROPRIATION BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day is to
resume Committee on the Appropriation Bill, 1959.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House
resumed Committee on the Bill, Mr, BRYAN being in the
Chair.

HEAD 1I — SECRETARIAT

Head Il - Secretariat - was called.

Hon. M. E, COX: Mr. Chairman, under this Head,
I am asking leave to make some amendments as follows:-

Item 24 — Incidentals.
Delete the Note to the Item.
Item 28 (New) — Information Service — $1,950

To meet requirements of the Information Office.

Item 29 (Formerly 28) — Furniture and Office Equip-
ment — $3,369.

Iucreased to provide furniture and equipment for the
Information Office,

Item 30 (New) — Recording Equipment — $1,510.

To provide Recording Equipment for the information
Office.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
the Hon. Leader of the House.

Hon. M. E, COX: The amount to be voted under this
Head will now be 22,309 instead of $17,811.

I beg to move that the sum of $22,309 under Head
Il - Secretariat - stand part of the Schedule.

Hon. D, D. GARNER: I beg to second that.

Mr. WALCOTT: I must thank the Premier for reply-
ing to my questioninrespect of Headl of these Estimates -
Governor. Under this Head, ‘‘Secretariat’’, 1 am taking
every opportunity to bring these matters to the attention
of the House. It is not a question of the amount of money
to be voted but what 1 am saying now deals with the Secre-
tariat and as you can well see, this is the Head which deals
with the Civil Servants of Barbados - the Head which:con~
trols the bulk of Civil Servants and the top people there.
I will raise this question all the time untll something is
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done about it. You will find that we have six Permanent *#

Secretaries being paid out of the Treasury and I take it
that when the Premier came down here and asked for this
additional Permanent Secretary he felt that they needed
this Permanent Secretary. It is now six months since that
post has been created and gazetted and nobody has been
appointed to the post yet.I believe thatif the Civil Servants
were less docile and more willing to fight for their rights,
this state of affairs would not have existed for so long;
but by and large theéy belong to a section of the community
which waits for everything to be done for them. As a cid-
zen of this country, 1 feel that this is an important matter
and those concerned. should see about it.

It was the Government’s policy to create the post
of an additional Permanent Secretary, and if that was the
Government’s policy you would have believed that the
Government wanted to have this Permanent Secretary. If
it is not the Government’s intention to have all these Per-
manent Secretaries, well, let us know if you will revise
your policy. The non-filling of this post presupposes that
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there are not sufficient people in the Civil Service who
“™e capable of acting in such posts; it is a very serious
Lmdictrnent and charge against the educational institutions
and on the island itself, that this post is left vacant for
six months with out anybody being allowed to actin it.
1 do not think that we should allow it to appear that we
do not have enough people in Barbados to act until such
time as a Permanent Secretary is appointed. I say that
that is a serious indictment; when you talk about the free-
dom of the Press, I do not know if the same people who
have to do with the Civil Service have anything to do with
the Press. 1 am only echoing the sentiments of people.
1 am sure that if the Civil Servants were people who
could show in any visible way that they were protesting
against a thing like that, they would do it, but some of
them are too much in debt. You cannot do these things
when you are in debt because you do not know how long
you will last. It is a serlious thing to have a community
emerging towards the Cabinet System but the people who
will serve the Cabinet are people whom you say you want
but it does not matter if they are there.
.;-.12'45 p.m.
i do feel that this idea should stop and it is time that
someone is appointed to all of the posts you have in the
Civil Service. Whether it is an Assistant Secretary, Per-
manent Secretary, Head of a Department or any of these
posts, these posts should not go abegging for a long time
in Barbados. At the opening of a Conference at the Health
Centre which the Minister of Social Services attended, it
was stated that if we did not stop breeding as fast as we
are breeding what is going to happen. Have we bred a lot
of inferiors, numb-skulls and people who are incapable
of undertaking tasks in Barbados? These are posts which
West Indians must take, and until such time as brighter
West Indians than the ones we have canbe found, why can't
Barbadians fill these posts? What is wrong with that?

There are supposed to be ten Assistant Secretaries,
Mr. Chairman; are you suggesting that out of the ten in
the Public Service you cannot find onetoact as Permanent
Secretary? This is shameful and disgraceful.

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Chairman, I have been very
assured by the inclusion of this Item 28, At firstI was a
bit alarmed and wondered whether the Information Ser-
vice being new might have been left out in the cold; but
I happen to see the inclusion and I am certain it will do
well, :

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Chairman, I am extremely happy
to see the inclusion of this item for new equipment for
this particular office. 1 am wondering exactly what this
equipment is and what will be the functions of this office.

It was extremely noticeable, Sir, that on the recent
occasion of our Budget Speech which is usually broadcast
from first hand recordings in any civilised country that
the services of Rediffusion were not required; but at the
Conference which took place the day afterwards on Family
Planning, the services of Rediffusion were present to
record everything, Nothing was recorded from the Budget

= Speech and put over to the public,

Now, Sir, there used to be a service to the public
which I have not worried to go too far into, because I per-
sonally was concerned; it is a programme called ‘‘In the
House'’, but it has stopped. (Laughter) 1 hope they will
laugh when they hear thelr speeches over this recording
equipment. I should like to find out whether it is the in-
tention of the Information Office to disseminate informa-
tion on public business which occurs in this House of As-
sembly. I would be very grateful to be assured in words
and not by laughter or applause that that will be one of
the functions of the Information Office, that is, to inform
the public of what goes on in this Hon. House, and not have
what occurred before of something written in this House
and then reported over the Radlo. Actual recordings should
be made in this House on important speeches and the in-
formation disseminated to the public of this island. ! am

*. anxious to be told whether that is one of the purposes for
which we are going to grant this money.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I am sorry to rise
again, but now that this question of the Information Service

has arisen, it has been drawn to my attention that the In-
formation Service, since it has been created, has written
certain voluntary Organisations in Barbados about its
service. 1 do not believe that there is any voluntary Or-
ganisation, industrial or otherwise that is bigger than the
Barbados Workers’ Union, and I should like to know, if you
are going to have an Information Service on industrial
matters, why the Trade Union was not written. I want to
make it clear - and 1 will speak on the Development Board
later - that I am not doing this with a view to asking for
anything for your humble servant. The Barbados Workers’
Union is a powerful Organisation in Barbados, and if the
Junior Chamber of Commerce, the Girls' Guides Asso-
ciatdon and any of the other Welfare Societies could be
asked about the Information Service, I feel that just like
in Great Britain where the T,U.C, would have been asked,
the Barbados Workers’ Union should have been sent sim-
ilar information as was sent to the other Organisations,
and I hope that that will be corrected so that the Organi-
sation would be able to play its part in the community life
in a similar way as other sections are asked to do.

Hon. M, E. COX: Sir, as far as the question asked
by the last hon. member is concerned,lam not in position
to explain that one; it comes under the Premier’s port-
folio and 1 hope he will soon be back.

The Hon. member for St. George wanted to know
what the items were: they are as follows:-

Tapes, gramophone records, photographs, publica-
tions (periodicals and books of reference), stationery, office
equipment and recording equipment.

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Chairman, I would particularly
like to be assured that one of the purposes of this Informa-
tion Office will be the disseminating of actual recordings
of members’ speeches first hand from this Hon, House
to the public. (Mr. WALCOTT: They cannot bring anybody
in here to do thatl) Mr. Chairman, this is money being
voted for recording equipment; Government Information
Offices in other parts of the West Indies record on tapes
the proceedings in the House of assembly. Indeed it was
a pleasure to turn on my radio and listen to the Hon. Min-
ister of Agriculture in Trinidad, a man who knows Parlia-
mentary procedure and his job. I want to be able to listen
to all and sundry who know their job in this Hon. House,
and I want to know whether it is Government’s policy that
at the request of this House it will be allowed.

Hon. M. E, COX: Mr. Chairman, 1 will take up the
matter raised by the hon. member, but I thought he would .
have been the last person to make that request.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, hon. members are
getting a bit facetious. This is Parliament. I heard the
Hon. Minister say that he will take up the matter, but
nobody can be sent to this Chamber to record speeches;
so I want the member who has said that to understand that
this is Parliament. Nobody can come in here and take
pictures unless the Speaker gives that person permission,
That is not a conference you are holding at which you can
send people to record speeches. The hon. member does
not understand that it would be a breachof privilege for
anybody to come here and record speeches and play them
back. Speeches in Parliament are privileged so that what
the Hon. Minister said to me lastnight could not have been
said on a public platform; therefore nobody could come
here and record that one member toldanother that he stole
Union money.

12.55 p.m.

Do you believe he can record that? 1 would like him to re-~
cord it because I know if he has it broadcasted all that
he owns would be sold out.

In so far as asking for permission to record cer-
tain parts of hon. members’ speeches, may be, certain
parts of the Budget Speech can be recorded: but I would
not be one to agree to have somebody coming in here with
4 tape recording machine and taking eight hours of
speeches. The question is how much of the Government's
speeches and how much of the Opposition speeches, and
So on, are they goingtorecord? Asfar as I know, speeches
made in the Canadian and American Parliaments are not
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recorded for broadcast. The closest thing to that is in the,

House of Commons, but you have to ask the Information
Officer what can be done. The Information Officer if he
wants to make a transcript of a particularpart of a debate
or give the public some idea of what is taking place in
Parliament on a particular matter would do a short tran-
script. It is true to say thatl have heard some excellent
commentaries of a debate in the House of Commons. I do
not think transcripts are taken in the light of partisanship.
There is an Indian Lady who is an excellent commen-
tator on political matters that take place in the House of
Commons and whenyouhear her comments, they are some-
thing to which anybody can listen. However, I do not like
this incursion on parliamentary rights.Ibelieve that mem~
bers of the Government cannot send the Information Officer
or anybody else in here to take recordings; this House by
a Resolution will have to give consenttosuch a procedure,

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, 1, too, would like to add
to the remarks by the hon. senior member for St. George
in so far as having werbatim recerdings of the actual
speeches delivered in here for the benefit of the public.
There can be no better service rendered by the Informa-
ton Officer than to be engaged in work of this nature
because although the Advocate Newspaper Reporters may
do their best, in most cases, certain high points of one’s
speech are left in mid-air and never see the light of day
because the material part of one’s speech may not appear
to the particular reporter as the material point. The In-
formation Officer will actually take one’s speech word for
word and then leave the public to judge what is the material
point made by the particular member, what is the crux of
his speech: and by that, they will know who is really trying
to represent them or not.

Sir, 1 too have had the pleasure of listening to the
recordings of those Budget Speeches which were made
recently in Trinidad and 1 found them very illuminating
and interesting indeed and I commend any person to listen
to them.

1 agree with the proposals put forward by the hon.
senior member for St. George and, asl have said 1
think no better service there is for thelnformation Officer
to be engaged in than work of this nature. Whilel am on
that point, I feel that the Information Officer has a very
important function to perform. Take, for instance, the
Local Government Act which was recently passed and by
which elections were recently held. I am not criticising
the Information Officer because he hasnotgotin his stride
yet. If he had been here for one year, well then, you would
say that he had failed in his duty because in the last Local
Governrent elections people of the rank and file who nor-
mally would vote for Labour candidates like myself did
not iury out to vote because they were not interested in
the elcotions at all. There were these elections for Local
Gover:::nent for the first timeand the people did not under-
stand what i1 meant and probably it would take ten years
or longer for them to understand what it means. If we had
the Information Officer here for the whole of last year or
so and if he had got in his stride in his duties, he surely
could have assisted the Local Government Commissioner,
the Deputy Commissioner and his assistants in trying to
put it over to the people. The Local Government Commis-
sioner tried his best in bringing to the notice of the public
what Local Government means and some of the politicians
did try their best to explain it: but if the Information Of-
ficer was here long enough to give the necessary assistance,
the politiclans may have succeeded in awakening the in-
terest and enthusiasm ofthe publicatlargein the elections.
The public does not understand what it means up to now.
This is one of the functions of the Information Officer
among other things.

There are numerous Acts which are passed here in
this Chamber which are not very well reportedin the news-
papers and along with that, thousands of people do not
read the newspapers but listen more to the radio. The
Rediffusion Service touches all parts of the Island, yet
still there is a large amount of illiteracy in the Island.
There are a lot of people who are not fond of reading but
very often would listen to Rediffusion; so 1 am saying that
the Government having a certain amount of Rediffusion

time allocated to it - or when Government has the oppor-

tunity of setting up their own Broadcasting Station - should #m,

see to it that all the time they get is being utilised in a

way to enlighten the public on what is happening in here 4y

and other material things. The duty of the Information
Officer is a very important onme and I hope he will be
given full co-operation.

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Chairman, 1 do not want to pro-
long this debate much longer butl feel quite serious and
conscientious about this matter. When the Leader of this
House said that I should be the last person to ask for that,
I consider what he said as a joke. This is the public busi-
ness of this Island and I want to go further and warn the
Information Officer that his recordings should be made
of all parties in this House and not one party.

1.05 p.m.

I have not said thatitis so; donotlet them draw that infer-
ence or deduction from what 1 have said. I said that it
should not be so. 1 want to issue these words of warning;
1 feel very strongly on this matter The public of this island
are entitled to proper information on the public business
of this island. I know the privileges of this House, but if
it is not the Government’s intention or policy to put these
facilities at the disposal of this House, as is done in other
West Indian Islands, then the Government should say so.
If provision is not made for the recording of speeches
made by hon. members on particular occasions, it is
obvious that the public will never have the facilities of
hearing or getting from the Information Office what actually
takes place on important matters which are being dealt
with in this House. The present newspapers report whom
they like, how they like and when they like, and they take
down what you did not si and make head lines of it. ‘*The
Government should modernise the sugar industry”’ - that
has never becn said by whom it was reported to have been
said. Therefore, it seems to me that the people of this
island need the facts as to what is going on, but there is
nothing by means of which they can get the facts of the
situation.

Mr. Chairman, I apologise for being somewhat heated A

on this matter, but as long as I feel sincere and honest
about a matter in the interest of the people of this island,
my voice goes up. This is a matter which is in the interest
of the people of this island.Itwasa pleasure to meto listen
to the facts and read the .debates of the Legislature in Tri-
nidad, and I do not see why we should not receive at first
hand the speeches made by hon. members. As far as I am
concerned, my speeches can be recordedatany time either
now or in the future.

The question that the sum of $22,309 under

Head II- Secretariat - stand part of the Schedule was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

HEAD Il — ACCOUNTANT GENERAL

Head III- Accountant General was called,

3

Hon. M, E., COX: In dealing with this Head, Mr.
Chairman, 1 should like to point out that the Note to Item
17 '‘Office Equipment’’ should read ‘‘For the purchase
of two (2) adding machines, ‘’Instead of ‘‘For the purchase
of an adding machine.” I beg to move that the sum of
$4,631 under Head LIl - Accountant General - stand part
of the Schedule.

Hon. D. D, GARNER: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, as to this Item No.
17 *'Office Equipment”’ 1 am wondering what is proposed
in respect of the purchase of these two adding machines?
Have these machines been purchased yet? Are tenders to
be called for, or is there someone who just goes around
and selects two adding machines which may happen to
meet with that person’s favour? The answer to that gues-
tion will answer the question as to the entire principle
adopted in the purchase of new items, - adding machines,
typewriters or any:hing else - out of public fumds. One

™
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wants to be wary about the charge of selecting a particular:

~= agent, who is one's friend, to purchase everything possible

for him. 1 should like to know the principle which is sup-

* posed to be followed in the purchase of these machines

and whether it fits in with the present principle of pur-
chasing items of equipment.

As to Item 14, ‘“Books and Stationery" 1 see that
there is an increase of $200 this year, bringing the total
to $900. I would appreciate a further clarification of the
Note which states: ‘‘Provision in respect of Stationery
previously under-estimated’’, What is meant by the words
‘‘previously under -estimated? How long ago was this es-
timate made and by whom was it made? Is the Stationery
being imported by the Government Printery, through the
Crown Agents or what? How are we getting this stationery
now that we have our own Printery? Sooner or later we
would expect that statdonery to come to us through the
Government Printery.

Hon. M. E, COX: Mr. Chairman, I am afraid that
I have not got all the information required by the hon.
member, but, as far as 1 know, the purchase of these
items referred to, is not done by tender. The Department
buys the best it considers it can get for the money and as
far as I know, there is no friend of the Government who
has these various items for sale, 1 seethat the hon. mem-
ber is smiling but if he knows any friend of the Government,
I would be glad if he couldtellus who that friend is. I pre-
sume that when the hon. Premier returns to this Chamber,
the information will be given. The hon. member will ap-
preciate that the Hon. Premier had to leave the House ina
hurry and I am just holding on for him.

The that the sum of $4,63] under
/lead [l - Accountant Ceneral - stand part of the Sche-

dule, was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

question

HEAD IV — AUDITOR GENERAL

Head 1V - Auditor General - was called.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to move that the sum of
$2,125 under Head 1V - Auditor General - stand part of
the Schedule.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Inconnectionwithitem 11, ‘' Travelq
ling expenses,’”’ 1 see that there is a proposed increase
of $150 making the total $950; and the Note states this:
“*Cost of travelling in carrying out surprise checks and
visits to various Government Departments.’’ I quite agree
that there is the necessity for that; however, I would like
to know, in respect of this travelling, if it is an increase
in petrol allowance for members of the staff, who are
using their own cars. Does this mean that more travelling
is done, do the members of the Staff hire cars, is this a
higher travelling allowance than in the past or what?1l
would not say that a higher travelling allowance would
not be justified, but I am wondering, in respect of these

" checks, what the procedure is.

1.15 p.m.

Hon. M. E., COX: I think the hon. member will re-
member that some time last year we increased travelling
rates; so this is a result of that. We have given increased
travelling rates to all Government Departments and per-
sons who are qualified for travelling.

As far as the use of cars is concerned, from what
I know 1 do not think it applies to more than the Auditor
General who is a scheduled Officer and maybe the Assistant
Auditor.
The that the sum of $2,125 under
Head [V - Auditor General - stand part of the Sche-
dule was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

question

Head V — Harbour and Shipping — was called,

Hon. M. E, COX : Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that
the sum of $134, 469 be voted under this Head.

Hon. D, D. GARNER: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, the hon. member
said he was only holding on; well, sometimes you are hold-
ing on but you are resistng! It is only for Government to
hold on because the Minister cannot resist what 1l am say-
ing.

As regards the Port Management, these are the Es-
timates for 1959-60, so that when we get the Estimates
for 1960-61 we would be within the period when we expect
to have the Portin operation; butup to this present moment
the Government has not declared its policy as to how the
Port will be run, whether it will be a Port Authority run
on the basis as in England, that is, having certain func-
tions to perform, or like the Port Authority in New
Jersey. 1 think it would set certain things at ease if this
was known, because it is known that Government has made
arrangements for certain things to take placeatthe Port ~
the question of bulk loading and bulk shipment and so
forth - and 1 believe it is not too much to ask. I do not
think they should wait on the Port Manager to determine
what their policy should be, I say that because nothing has
been mentioned: and this is 1959-60; there is not much
time left for us to know what are the views of the Govern-
ment. ] have read that the Government has had a Report
from the Mercantile Association, but I do not think that
that can be regarded as anything for Government to go on
because these are people who are inthe main interested in
having control over the Port. They have given some
figures, but some of the things stated are not factual and
are subject to a lot of scrutiny; the number of people they
say will work is not strictly correct, but I feel that at
some stage we should know, and I am very interested
to know what is going to be Government’s policy about this
Harbour and how it will function. We do not have too long
to run because the next Estimates will include the Deep
Water Harbour in a different way, and it is not too early
to know what are the Government's views.

Hon. R, G. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, I may tell the hon.
member and the Committee that the Port Manager is due
to arrive in May which is pretty soon, and eventually I
think the hon. member will know. This will of course in-
volve new legislation, and I think it will be wise to wait
until he comes before going into every aspect of policy.
It is a very big undertaking and I do not want to say much
right now. I have my personal views like the hon. member
on how the Port should be operated, but obviously I would
not be sticking my head out, because it would b& a-matter
for the Government as a whole to decide upon. ™"

I do not think, Sir, that it would be wise of me to
say what my personal views are at present, butl can
assure the hon. member that the questions will be gone
into, though obviously all the ramifications will be finalised
when he arrives, He will have to be consulted on many
matters including legislative matters as well; therefore the
House will soon be told of the final policy as regards the
operation of the Port.

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Chairman, evidently the re-
marks of the hon. senior member for St. Peter have been
well taken and I can see thatthe Minister himself is aware
that there will be some need for a categorical statement
on this matter by Government. Following on the remarks
of the hon. member for St. Peter, evidentlyitis every-
body’s business; it is Government's business, it is the
Shipping and Mercantile Association’s business and it is
also the business of the people working there who come
under the arm of the Barbados Workers' Union. I think
it would be a good thing not only for us tohearthatthere
has been a memorandum submitted by the Shipping and
Mercantile Assoclation, but I would like to know that the
Government will also be in a position to posses a mem-
orandum from the Barbados Workers’ Union in as much
as they are a représentative body of the workers there.
It is everybody’s business anditisa good thingfor every-
body to be able to submit some kind of memorandum to
show how they look at this proposed scheme.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, 1 must thank the Hon.
Minister too, but I must let the hon. junior menber for
St. Joseph realise that the Barbados Workers' Union just
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like the Minister has said is not going to stick its neck
out, because you know what you get when you stick your
neck out. The Shipping and Mercantile Association sub-
mitted a memorandum on how the Port should function,
out many of the recommendations they have made are not
positive recommendations. The Port as such will be the
Port of the people of Barbados, and therefore we want to
know about the detailed operations and other things. No-
body but the Government can decide on what type of Port
they are going to have in Barbados. Are you going to have
a Port which you will allow private people to run, are
you going to have a Port runasa Port Authority allocating
certain things to private people, or are you going to have
a mixture of both? Thatwill have tobe a matter for Govern-
ment’s policy.

I have my own viewsandthe Union in a broad way has
stated its views in general terms; but when it comes to
these things, I must tell the hon. member for St. Joseph
that it is not only the preparation of a memorandum that
matters; it is sitting down around a table in conference
and discussing these things. We are quite willing to give
our views because we feel that our views are essential
to the hLippy operation of this new Port. I cannot see
Government working it unless they hav. :ome sort of
Port authority, because you cannot take up $24,000 and
give it to private people and tell them to r.. the Port;
so I have no doubt in my mind what it will hc. Sometimes
sou get a Port Manager or a person from another part
of the world who is very conservative in his outlook and
wants to transplant lock, stock aad barrel what he finds
in his country on you; but 1 guess that any Minister, mem-
her of Government or any member of this Legislature
may have found that sométimes you have to fight people
on these matters because they want to transplant their
ideas on you.

1.25 p.r.

I metpeoplein London; and I met a man therewhowas
asked, not by this Government but by the authority whom
we asked to do our work for us, if he would undertake this
iob, Of course, the man was greatly advanced in years
anc is family did not want him to come. Dealing with him
on the London docks would be a different thing when he
lands in Carlisle Bay and that is why I was pressing the
Hon. Minister to say who was the person. The time looks
long, but you do not have much time and this is a serious
matter: so serious that although I see hon. members on
the other side are smiling, I know that in the next three
years if we are alive, we are not going to smile because
it is only just today that the steamer people have sent me
a memorandum of 150 people whom they are considering
laying off. Y~u can very well see thatthis is no small prob-
lem. You will see that soon you will have an army of 2,000
peopie who were working on the waterfront whom you
will have to look to give them something to do. I am not
saying that vou should make provision for 2,000 people.
This is something about which I know what I am talking
and I thinkI know moreaboutitthan any other hon. member
in this Chamber because 1 live by it day by day. This is
nothing which can be settled in six weeks or six months.
At half-past two today I have tomeetpeopleonmatters
connected with this matter. We have already decided that
we will have to spend aboutone year in discussing cer-
tain things on this matter. That is why I say that in con-
nection with the Port, even from the point of view of dis-
cussiorr only, it is going to take more than one year on
that. Today is the 19th March, and I can see the 19th
March, 1960, will come and there will be certain problems
concerning the Port which that gentlemen, any other mem-
ber or myself will not be able to straighten out. I say that
from my own knowledge of what we have in the Port to
settle.

Sir;- this is not an easy matter. There will be no
more lighlerage of cargo and only a few people will be
working on the Port. It will be a question of shipping
gugar in bulk at the rate of 5,000 tons an hour and it
means that ships will be turning around faster. There are
1lots ofthings which you will have to discuss with the Govern-
ment on a general basis if you want a complete stop-
page. It is going to be a sudden change and not a grad-

ual change, and nobody will be able todetermine how many
people are going to be absorbed in the new harbour. These
are some of the things which are going to call for a lot of
discussion. As yet there is no Provident Fund for them.
That is something which we have been discussing with
the Government and the Government has not said yet what
they can allocate to that and they have not said how they
can capitalise the redundant workers. The Manager of the
Port is coming, but there are going to be matters for
Government policy and not for the Manager to decide. The
Manager cannot tell the Government whatitshoulddo after
the completion of the Deep Water Harbour. The Port Mana-
ger cannot tell you that this man or that man cannot work,
because the formula which suits England may not suit
Barbados and that would be the end of the matter. You
must remember that there is no social security for that
man and all it means is that if there is no work for him
there would be no money for himtocarry home; therefore,
there would be no food for him, his wife and his children
and so far as his getting credit from the stores_ that would
be limited. In this matter we have special problems to
solve-and at a time when people are not accepting the
same standards as, say, the same sort of people accepted
in Trinidad when they began to operate their Deep Water
Harbour. No one is partisan inthis matter; we are partisan
only in so far as representing the workers. I realise that
the Deep Water Harbour would be a benefit to the com-
munity in general.

The point which | am raising and which 1 want the
Hon. Minister of Trade and this Committee to note is
that the employment policy is the major thing. It must be
realised that Barbados has never yet beenthrougha change
like this one which it will be going through and it means
that the coming into operation of this Portis going to affect
everything in the sugar industry. The sugar people have
not yet said it, but we know that they are puttng different.
types of machinery in their factories: and if I may give
one instance, you have people in the factories now sewing
bags of sugar: but that will be no more. All these things
will be mechanised. When we change over from the ordinary
windmills to sugar factories, the change was not a sudden
change; it was a gradual change because sugar factories
did not come into being over night. Sir, I am saying that
the day when Messrs. Costain gives you notice that ships
can come alongside there will be all mourning and looking
at the past,but that will not solve the problem that is taking
place. You must remember that the people are Barbadians
with whom we are dealing.
1.35 p.m.
The investors are going to suffer like the workers; all
the worker has to invest is his labour and when there is
no room for him, he will have to take a little room in
Westbury Road. (Laughter.) The people who have business
there will take the money for investment and place it in
somebody’s factory. The investment company runs around
a certain group of family and friends and their relative
position would not be very much different from what it is
today; but the workers’ position is quite a different one;
the workers have no other means of investment than their
labour and you cannot send them to Dominica to work for
five shillings a day. We have to pushthe wages of Domini-
cans up before we send Barbadians down there. This is
just like telling a man to go and drown himself and as
far as this matter is concerned, the hon. junior member for
St. Joseph has done it superficially. This is something
which will take quite a lot more time to examine; it is
not a question of writing a memorandum; what you want
to know is what is the Government’s policy as to many of
these matters, but the port manager cannot tell them what
it should be.

Mr. TALMA: 1 am speaking on Item 21 ‘‘Classes for
Able Seamen'’. I wonder if the Hon. Minister is in a posi-
ton to give us some idea as to what kind of classes these
classes will be. I think that this is a very commendable
thing; 1 would like to know how many instructors there
are and how many able-bodied seamen take advantage of
the courses, how long they are to last and what practical
benefit will be derived by going through these courses.
Do these people receive certificates at the end of the
course and are jobs secured for them? Seamen generally

F R




235

’;\eceive very little assistance from the Government and
is good to see that something is being done to assist
these people. It may be that the time has come when

- assistance should be given to these seamen - able-bodied

and prospective - especially in view of the fact that con-
ditions on the waterfront will be changed very shortly
and there will be any amount of unemployment. Therefore,
if some scheme were to be provided at this stage before
the new port begins to function, it may be possible to
assist many of the young port workers in being trained as
workmen.

I would like the Hon. Minister to give us, if he can,
some idea of the courses whichareto be undergone. There
is an increase of $684 over last year’s amount and this
total amount of $3,944 includes the sum of $3,096 for
salaries, $848 for text books, equipment, instructional
gear and maintenance of life boat. That is set out in the
Note. The Note goes on to state that the increase in
salaries is due to an increase in the hourly rate paid
to instructors in accordance with the rate paid to Instruc-

_tors of a comparable status at the Government Technical
> .Institute. 1 would like the Hon. Minister to answer the

questions which I have asked; how many lessons are given
in a week and so on. If there are unofficial courses for
seamen to undergo why not extend the courses to people
other than able-bodied seamen? They will be greatly
compensated when the Harbour is completed and when
the Port begins to work as outlined by the hon. senior
member for St. Peter who knows much about this matter.

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Chairman, I must sound this
warning about the Deep Water Harbour. It is a serious
matter if the hon. member cannot give us the information
to the point that he cannot stick his neck out. If every-
body is going to stick his neckinthe sand and not consider
that the people of this island will wait for a man from
overseas to come in and take their heads out of the sand
for them when this project is nearing completion, it is a
most dangerous situation. As | have said in this House
before, there is a new Deep Water Harbour being built and
due to the fact that the Government did not foresee that

ae when it came, overnight they could not change people’s

>

habits and things le idle for several years, that would be
a sad thing to occur in this island at this juncture.l
heartly agree with the hon. senior member for St.
Peter that it is not my Party but all parties concerned
should join and every effort should be made and the
Government should take every possible step in this matter
and not await any person from overseas to tell them what
the policy should be as far as the Deep Water Harbour is
concerned,

I take it that this person from overseas will say how
shops will be moved and where they will be moved, what
business is transacted and where it has to be transacted.
I am sorry that the Hon. Minister cannot take his head out
of the sand; it is a matter for regret that the hon. member
cannot give any information on this matter which will show
that the transitional period will be a completely different
setup of lighterageand so on. It is a completely new system
# which is about to take place and the fact that we have not
got any agreement on operational methods or any Authority
at least sitting down and getting things set out is deplorable,
and it is getting late in the day.

1.45 p.m.

1 beseech Government to try and let us pull our heads out
of the sand and get down to brass-tacks on this Deep
Water HarBour as soon as possible.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, if the hon. member’s
head is in the sand, mine is not on this particular matter.
I do not know if he was listening, but if he had heard what
the hon. member for St. Peter asked me which led to my
reply, he could not have said what he has just said. The
hon. member asked me a specific question. Obviously
what he had in mind was whether we had decided that this
Port should be run by a Port Authority and he said some-
thing about handing it back to private people. That was the
particular question to which I replied, anditwas only after
the member replied to the hon. jumior member for St.
Joseph that he brought in the other serious ramifications
and problems which are bound to arise as regards dis-

placement of labourers and what we are going to do abqut
them. All those were matters brought in after; so I never .
replied to that question at all. Nobody is waiting until the
Port Manager comes to discuss these questions; thesegre
questions which Government is already considering and
which we have to consider in relation to and taking jato -
our confidence the bodies concerned such as the Chasmber-
of Commerce, the Barbados Workers’ Union, the Sugar
Producers’ Association and so on. All these questions
are being discussed now, so how canl get here and proe

nounce upon them? They are very serious ma.'ers and - -

nobody is saying that we will wait until the Port Manager
comes to discuss them, but what I do say is that I wiH not.
stick my neck out about this particular point of having a
Port Authority or the suggestion of giving it betk to
private enterprise. 1 think the alternative is to havea
Government Department as in Trinidad or Jamaica. | am
not saying whichl favour because itis a matter for Govern-
ment to decide.

As regards the other serious point about the displace-
ment of workers and what we are going to do about them,
all these matters are being discussed at top level and de~
cisions are not yet ready. '

As regards the question asked by the hon. member
for Christ Church, this, Sir, was brought to the House
by me in a Resolution,l believe late last year, and I ex-
plained in some detail what was proposed so far.as
these classes were concerned. As the hon. member has
commented, it is a good scheme conceived, 1 believe, by
Commander Easey who is a very active man and does
quite a good job for seamen inthisisland, seeing that they
are in regular contact with ships and:so on. There are
twelve classes held during the year; I do'not have at hand
how many instructors there are, but ] believe there are
two. Of course the AB Cernﬁcates -are given to those
trainees who are successful.

The member talks about extending it to unemployed
and so on. as far as I know there are a number of un-
employed seamen who take advantage of the scheme.
We cannot go beyond our capacity; we cannot tell them
all to come and let us train them tg find that there are
not enough ships to take them. We bive a number of sea-
men who do not have the AB Certficate to keep us fully
occupied with classes, but there is no point in having it as
an unemployment agency for all and sundry. It is a good
scheme and I can tell the Committee that so far 135 can-
didates have been trained and examinedand 75 have passed
while 59 have failed and will obviously be given another
chance. For the Life Boat Men’s Certificate 127 have been
trained and examined, 83 have passed and 44 failed. Many
of the successful candidates are regularly employed on
foreign going ships.

I think, Sir, thatl have given enough for the hon. mem-
ber to realise that the scheme is proving successful and is
doing a good work.

Mr. WALCOTT: I must thank the hon. member, but
I should like him to get it clear, if he is mixed up,that
what the hon. member for St. George said is what I said.
When it comes to these very important matters, Mr.
Chairman, it is not a question of personality with me;
it is a quesdon of fact as 1 mentoned just now. We re-
ceived a letter from 126 peopleandwhatl want the Minister
to understand is that this is a responsible Organisation
dealing with serious problems, and it is good for the com-
munity and Government when you have a nondescript
group coming to you ~ it is just an indication - if you can
say this is something we agree to and these are the
reasons. 1 have been meeting the Ministries for nearly
three years; so when the hon. junior member for St
Joseph says that he does not know the facts, I must tell
him that it is not a question of walting to draw this to
Government’s attention. I know it may be very embarrass-
ing for the Minister to say ‘‘yes’’ or “‘no’’,but I have by
my own calculation come to the conclusion that within the
Government Service there seems to be a lack of material,
and when I say material, I mean human material, to do the
job that is to be done and I can recite certain things. This
matter was put to the Ministry on an occasion when Mr.
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Secchi was here; he went on six months’ long leave and.

we never heard one word on this matter until he returned;
but when he returned he left the island=and th~ Minister
would know how long he left. There isan unfortunate delay
in certain matters and then people come to you at the
last moment and say that you did not do anything. I want
.the hon. junior member for St. Joseph to understand that
a specific aspect of this matter was brought to the Govern-
ment's attention. The Ministers cannot say what I want to
say, that too many delays are taking placein Civil Service
matters and thatthe Civil Servants’ hands are too full. The
hon. member can look back in the files and find a Resolu-
tion which was passed at a meeting at the Labour Depart-
ment on this question of what is likely to be the situation
for people who are displaced as a result of the Deep
Water Harbour. He might not have been the Minister of
Trade and Labour in those days, butl am sure it was as
long as three years ago; so the Minister would know that
on.these matters it is not a question of raising them from
‘the point of view of thinking that youare not doing anything;
I am raising this matter from the point of view of its
urgency, and the Ministers may be right in that you can-
not now rely on your local staff to give you all the informa-
tion that is required, because I am positive in my mind
that at least we could have come to some broad arrange-
ment on the other questions.

1 would like to tell the Minister that when it comes

to these matters, I am a Barbadian and I have no intention
of making my living anywhere else than onthis little rock.
Notwithstanding the jobs I am given all over the world,
1 love to live in Barbados andas far as this country’s pro-
gress is concerned, I want tomakeitas much my business
as anybody's business in this island. This is not a mono-
poly of the members of Government, because the success
or progress which is made in a country in which one
lives gives a feeling of pride to a person before he dies.
1.55 p.m.
1 want the Hon. Minister to understand what I am saying
is not a criticism in the sense of criticising the Govern-
ment in any way. It is an analysis of a situation in which
I am deeply concerned. The jobs for these people are going
to take too long to come. There are 126 people already
and if they apply, you will not know how many more people
there will be. I advocate more positive and stronger views
than what members of the Government can give because
they are pure, simple politicians. I am a Trade Unionist;
1 live with the workers more closely than other hon.
members. I have to explain things to them sometimes in a
brutal fashion and 1 am not afraid of the political reper-
cussions. I can chase a man out of my office if I feel he
is talking nonsense. On this question I want the Hon.
Minister to understand that it is not what the Minister
says: it is a question of what I feel about it.

The question that the sum of $134,469 under
Head i, Harbour and Shipping, stand part of the Sche-

dule was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.
HEAD VI — CUSTOMS
Head VI - Customs - was called.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to move that the sum of
$191,506 be vored under this Head.

Hon. D. D, GARNER: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, before youputthe ques-
don, | just want to say something as regards Item 9,
Customs Guards. I see that there is a decrease instead of
an increase which one normally would think of. In this
case it is a decrease of $36 from the sum voted last year.
I would like the Hon. Minister to explain what is the cause
of this decrease and at the same time 1 will be glad if he
can tell us how many hours Customs guards work each
week or each day - and what are the rates of pay. I would
prefer if he can give me thedaily rates. 1 will also be glad
if he can tell me if they are granted any overtime and if
he can also tell me something as regards the general
conditions of the service which obtain down there for these
people, 1 will probably ask some supplementary questions
on that matter.

Mr. CHAIRMAN left the Chair and Mr. SPEAKER
took the Chair,

Mr. SPEAKER: It now being 2 o’clock the sitting of
this House now stands adjourned until 2.30 o’clock.

On resumption,

Hon. Dr.H.G.H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, there is no
quorum andl askthatyou instruct the Clerk toring the Bell.

The Bell was rung and a quorum was obtained.
Mr. SPEAKER called Question Time and Pri-

vate Members® Business but there was none.

HOUSE RESUMES COMMITTEE ON THE
APPROPRIATION BILL 1959-60
Mr. SPEAKER: Just before the Sitting was suspended,
the House was in Committee on the Appropriation Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
resumed Committee, Mr. BRYAN in the Chair.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the House was last in Commit-
tee, the hon. senior member for Christ Church was address-
ing the Chair.

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Chairman. when the Commitee
rose 1 was asking the Hon. Minister certain questions in
connection with Customs Guards.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I want to draw tothe attention of the
hon. senior memher for Christ Church that theltem, Cus-
toms Guards, for which the sum of $26,844 is voted is an
amount which is fixed by law. The present Rule on the
Appropriation Bill when the House is in Committee of
Supply reads thus:~

e the debate shall be confined to the policy of the
service for which the money is tobeprovided and shall not
deal with the details of expenditure, but may refer to the
details of revenue or funds for which that service is re-
sponsible.”’

I am afraid I cannot allow the hon. member to touch
on that point.

Mr. TALMA: There is a decrease of expenditure.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That is a detail of expenditure, is
it not?

Mr. TALMA: Are you sayingthatl cannot enquire into
the working conditions of the Customs Guards?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You may, but youwere talking about
salaries just now.

Mr. TALMA: I am asking how many Customs Guards
there are; how many hours a week they are expected to
work; and what overtime is given to them. I also want to
know if the rates for overtime compare adequately with
rates of overtime with people in comparable jobs in private
employment. It has been brought to ‘my attention that the
rates paid to these Customs Guards are lower thanthose
paid by private employers and 1would like to hear the Hon.
Minister on that question. It is an old grievance, one which
has been brought to the attention of this Committee from
time to tme.

I now refer to Item 5. Thereis a substantial increase
in that case by the sum of $10,762 and I would like to know
what are the rates today for these Customs Clerks. It may
be surprising to hon. members to know thatas far as over-
tme rates are concerned for these Customs Clerks,
although they are Government employees, in truth and in
fact the rates paid for overtime to them are actually paid
by the private companies concerned in whose offices they
work and not by the Government, but the rates which the
private companies are willing to pay are seldom the rates
Government pays to these people. In other words, the Gov-
ernment pays at a lower rate than the private cempanies
are willing to pay.

2.35 p.m.
That has been a grievance extending over a number of
years. 1 would like to know if the Minister would look into
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the matter and seethat the Customs Clerks and the Customs
Guards are given a fair break; that is all I am saying.

Hon. M, E. COX: I should like to assure the hon.
member that the Customs Clerks are not asked to work
more than 44 hours a week for the salaries which they
draw. If they work for anything over 44hours a week, they
are paid overtime rates. The question of overtime pay was
mentioned on the floor of this House and it has been en-
gaging the attention of the Government. It is only recently
that we have agreed to increase the rates of overtime pay
and such increased rates will be placed before this House
in the very near future. As hon. members will see from the
Estimates, the number of Customs Guards is 26.

The question that the sum of $191,506 under
Head VI - Customs - sland part of the Schedule was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

HEAD VII — PRINTING OFFICE
Head VII = Printing Office- was called.
Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the

sum of $80,042 under Head VII - Printing Office - stand
part of the Schedule.

Hon. M. E, COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division.

HEAD VIII — LEGAL
Head VIII-Legal - was called,
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the
sum of $7,544 under Head VIII - Legal - stand part of the
Schedule.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division.

HEAD IX — MARKETS
Head IX - Markets - was called.

Hon. Dr. H: G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the
sum of $55,920 under Head IX - Markets - stand part of the
Schedule.

Hon. M, E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division.
HEAD X -~ FIRE BRIGADE
Head X - Fire Brigade - was called,
Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the
sum of $47,779 under Head X - Fire Brigade - stand part
of the Schedule.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.
The question was put and resolved in the affir-

mative without division.

HEAD XI — LIGHTHOUSES
Head XI - Lighthouses - was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H, CUMMINS: I beg to move that the
sum of $4,034 under Head Xl - Lighthouses - stand part
of the Schedule.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division.

HEAD XII — REGISTRATION
Head XII - Registration - was called.
Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: 1 beg to move that the
sum of $22,925 under Head X11 — Registration - stand
part of the Schedule.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 begto second that.

Mr. TALMa: Mr. Chairman, before youput the ques-
don, 1 see that in connection with Item XII *‘Books for
recording Deeds, etc.,’’ the sum of $1,920 is being asked
for, and the Note explains that this amount is the cost of
these books. I should like to say that this system of record-
ing Deeds in the Registry is a very antiquated one.l am
hoping that this whole system will be revised, because the
old set-up has been in existence for probably one:hundred
years or longer, and this recording and copyingis actually
done by hand. There are more modern standards adopted
and a new system should be introduced totake the place of
this old system of handwriting in ledgers. Iam hoping that -
the Government will see its way to send out, not necessari-
ly the Librarian, but the Registrar or the Deputy Registrar
or somebody from that office to look into the system
adopted elsewhere and thereby bring this antiquated system
of registering documents up-to-date. As I have said, this
system is an antiquated one and it might have served its
purpose, but it is certainly not up to date. Despite the fact
that solicitors may not realise any change in so far as the
Registration of titles and things of that sort is concerned,
yet the time has come when an up-to-date system of copy-
ing these documents should be employed. I hope that some
officer from the Department will be given a chance to go
abroad and, as a result, let us havea change from this old
antiquated practice.

The question that the sum of $22,925 under

Head XII - Registration - stand part of the Schedule
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

HEAD XIII — LEGISLATURE
Head XIII - Legislature - was called.
Hon. Dr. H, G. H. CUMMINS: 1 beg to move that the

sum of $40,748 under Head XlIII - Legislature - stand part
of the Schedule.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division.

HEAD XIV — JUDICIARY

Head X1V - Judiciary - was called,

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: 1 beg to move that the
sum of $72,697 under Head XIV - Judiciary - stand part
of the Schedule.

Hon. M. E., COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division,

HEAD XV — POLICE
Head XV - Police - was called.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: I beg to move that the
sum of $267,895 under Head XV - Police - stand part of
the Schedule.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division.

HEAD XVI — PRISONS
Head XVI - Prisons - was called.
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: 1 beg to move that the

sum of $62,280 under Head XVI Prisons - stand part of
the Schedule. - :

Hon. M, E, COX: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put ond resolved in the affir-
mative without division.
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HEAD XVil — INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS

Head XVII - Industrial Schools - was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the
sum of $42,937 under Head XVII - Industrial Schools -
stand part of the Schedule.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division.

HEAD XIX — ECCLESIASTICAL

Head XIX - Ecclesiastical - was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the
sum of $55,368 under Head XIX - Ecclesiastical - stand
part of the Schedule.

Hon. M. E, COX: 1 beg to second that.
2.45 p.m.

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, 1 was wondering whether®
the Premier is in a position to give us a statement on how
far negotiations have got in so far as the disestablishment
and disendowment of the Anglican Church is concerned. I
am wondering whether he has had any more meetings and
how far they have got.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: As far as this is con-
cerned, Sir, it looks to me like the old question of when
the Premier is absent the Lord Bishop is here and vice
yersa. Soon after I took up the Office of Premier last
year, the Bishop went to the Lambeth Conference and
asked me when he was going away not to take any action
until he returned, but soon after that I think hon. members
will remember that I myself went to the United Kingdom.
I am in a position to say that a Committee has been ap-
pointed by Government and it is preparing to meet the
Bishop in a very short while, maybe in a couple of weeks.

The question that the sum of $55,368 under
Head XIX - Ecclesiastical - stand part of the Schedule
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Head XX - Education - was called

Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I beg
to move that the sum of $1,672,692 be voted under this
Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Chairman, I am sorry that the
Hon. Miuisier of Education is not in his place, but this just
fits in wit: the theme that I was carrying out last night,
and 1 am .ertainly hoping in the next Estimates that we
will get a further vote for Education im all its aspects.

The question that the sum of $1,672,692 under
Head XX - Education - stand part of the Schedule was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Head XXI - Science and Agriculture - was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I beg
to move that the sum of $665,773 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, under Item 87 - Upkeep
of Fisheries Equipment, I want to draw to the Minister’s
attention the conditions that at present exist at Trent
Bay in Bathsheba. It is time, Sir, that the people at the
Bathsheba Fishing area should enjoy the services of a
proper fishing shed, a slab and running water for the pur-
pose of washing down the slab. At present there is a kind
of slab which can be very insanitary because dogs can get
on it, and often when vendors go there,there is no place
to shelter if the rain falls. There is no sanitary arrange-
ment whatsoever and I feel the time has come when we
should have something erected there for the services of
the fishermen.

Now, Sir, the channel there is veryrocky and fisher-
men complain all the time that when the tide is low they
have to haul up the boats with the tractor and the bottoms
of the boats are damaged and have to be continually re-
paired, but the Insurance Companies do not compensate
for minor damage, only total loss. They feel that they are
not in a position to pay back the loans and repair their
boats every week or every month. They feel that if Gov-
ernment could blow up these rocks, it would be much better
for them and they would not have to draw up the boats at
all; they would be able to anchor their boats, so that if a
fisherman has to go out early in the morning or come in
late at night he would not have to come in to be hauled up,
because I am told that if a fisherman is out fishing and is
successful in catching fish, he does not wait but comes in
in order that he can get help when he arrives at the other
end; he has to pull out with what he has, whether it be a
little or none, in order to get assistance when he arrives.
1 am told that if they could get the rock blasted, they would
be able to moor about three or four boats on that particular
site; so it is a question of Government's having the chan~
nel blasted to get rid of these rocks. One has gone so far
as to tell me that if these rocks were removed there
would be no need for the tractor which is used to pull
the boats on to the beach.

As 1 have said, they are not compensated for minor
damages, there are not many Insurance Companies that
are keen on insuring these boats, and those who will insure
only insure to the value of 80%. One fisherman has told
me that having to pay Government $400 odd within a certain
time and having to pay insurance on his boat - and the
fishermen there only work roughly for six months in the
year - he is meeting it very hard to exist because the in-
surance on the boat is in the vicinity of $160 to $200 a
year. They feel that with a little assistance from Govern~
ment by way of a little more grace to pay for the boats,
they would be able to get around it; but having to pay for
the boat and insurance and everything else, there remains
very little for them to maintain themselves and their fam-
ilies.

I hope the Minister will take it very seriously and
go into it and do all that he possibly can to help the fishing
industry as a whole and not at Bathsheba only; but those
at Bathsheba do meet it a little harder than those at other
beaches: at some of the other beaches you do not have to
haul up the boats while at Bathsheba you have to pull them
up every night and put them back into the sea every morn-
ing, thus putting a lot of unnecessary wear on the bottom
of the boats.

2.55 p.m.

~ The bottoms of the boats are continually damaged
and these people have to be continually putting in new
material. They are not in a position to do it on account of
the fishing season being only for a certain part of the

ear.

4 Now, Sir, we had what we would call a rough sea
some time last year and a few of the boats got smashed up
as a result. One man by the name of Mr. Louis Yearwood
got the worst of it. He told me that his boat took him $600
to repair and up to now he has not raised one cent from
the Government. 1 saw the Fishery Officer and he promised
me that he would go into it and assessthe damages and
recommend the cost of them to the Ministry for the pur-
pose of helping these fishermen. Up to now. no assistance
has been given to these people. 1 feel the Government
should be more considerate and assist these men with
part of the cost even if Government does not see fit to
help them with all the expenses. This man, Mr. Yearwood,
already owes money for his boat and thatis the snag about
it. This man had to pay $2,160 for an engine for which he
recelved help fronf the Government and then he had to
trust material from the various merchants to rigthe boat.
He is compelled to pay back so much per month on ac-
count of his having to pay the Government for the engine,
and at the same time pay money to the merchants for the
other material which he took from them; so he is very
hard pressed. I am saytng that we wouldhave to be a little
more considerate with these fishermen and I*am asking
that you give them a little more grace to pay for the engines
so that they will be able to carry on and get something
to eat when they cannot fish.
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1 know that the Government will have to be paid their
money back. You cannot encourage these fishermen not
to pay the Government.l remember when the 1956 elections
was about to take place, a sale was about to take place of
a fisherman's boat at Bathsheba and, Mr. Chairman, you
can imagine how I on one sidewasasking the same fisher-
man to give me a vote and the Government on the other
side was asking the auctioneers to take away the man’s
boat because he had owed them money. I had to work
swiftly in the matter in order to get the sale postponed
because 1 might not have got on so well with the fisher-
men’s votes, they knowing that the Government was re-

sponsible for everything andlwas one of the Government's |

supporters. That sale was being ordered just because the
man owed the Government a few dollars.

There were five or six boats which were damaged on
the last occasion when we had high seas. As a matter of
fact, they were completely destroyed. 1 amasking the Hon.
Minister to go into this matter and try and help these
people who have lost all they had to gain a livelihood. We
must see to it that these people are compensated in some
way or the other, In other words, helpthem to buy another
boat so that they would be able to maintain themselves and
their family. It is very hard on them,but it was an Actof
God when the sea got up and took away these boats by
surprise. I am appealing to the Hon. Minister to make a
note of it and to do all he possibly can to help them.

As regards the matter of insurance of fishing boats,
1 do not know how the Government feels about it but I feel
the Government should take on this risk and come to the
rescue of these people. I do not think we can spend too
much on the fishing industry. You cannot compelinsurance
companies to do what you would like them to do; therefore
I counsel the Government to carry the insurance of fishing
boats for these people.Insurance companies only insure for
80 percent of the cost of the boat and the day these people
meet with a total loss in case the boat is completely des-
troyed, they will only get 80 percent of the value and they
will still be 20 percent in debt and yet would have lost
everything they had. We must help them and we must not
help them halfway because helping them halfway is not
helping them at all. If 1 am about to drown and you only
bring me halfway in, I am obliged to drown because I can-
not swim. If you want to save me, you must bring me to
the shore, It is the same thing with these fishermen. The
policy is to help them because they cannothelp themselves.
The majority of these fishermen of today are men who
were working for other people who had the dollar. You
encouraged these fishermen to chuck up the manning of
boats for other people by extending your hands out to help
them. They gave up manning the boats for other people and
tried to build their own boats with your help which went as
far as finishing the boats for them; but then you left them
there. They have to pay youback for the engines; they have
to pay back the merchants for the other materials they
credited from them and it is very hard on them, especially
when the merchants do not give them chance to pay their
bills. We must try and relieve these fishermen out of this
sad plight.
3.05 p.m.
If they can work for eight or nine months regularly they
will be able to help themselves much better, but I am told
that it 18 only for six months of the year that they can call
themselves workers for themselves, and that is why they
will not be able to measure up to everything that is ex-
pected of them financially. As far as these people are
concerned,l feel that we should do something to help them
especially with the engines.

While 1 am on this matter, Mr. Chairman, 1 do not
think that you would try to take me off it; I want to speak
further on this Head and I will ask the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture to give me a reply especially on this matter
if he can do so now. Some years ago - the Hon. Minister
was not then in the House, I do not think - I had an Ad-
dress passed asking the Government to supply the peasants
with tractors. I understand that the pilot scheme is still
béing tried out. I have to mention the St. Philip area, but
it is not to make the public feel that because the Hon.
Minister is a representative of St. Philip, he is doing his
best only for that parish; but while the pilot scheme has

been carried out in St. Philip, nothing has been done in so
far as the other areas are concerned. It has been drawn
to my attention that one of the factory managers threatened
a particular peasant who wanted the loan of a tractor for
the purpose of ploughing his land. This is what that factory
manager said: ‘‘We are going to help you now, but during
next year we will stop it. We willnot help you neither with
the tractor nor with the manure as before. The boys are
not satisfied with the Local Government; you put people to
boss us on the whole and we will boss ourselves and the
money; that is, you will have to get your tractor.”’

As far as the manure is concerned, that is an easy
matter because the Peasants’ Loan Bank is there to help
with the manure, but not with the tractor. The time has
come when, regardless of what it may cost, we should
see to it that the peasants of this country are supplied
with tractors for the purpose of ploughing their fields, be-
cause it is only at a certain time of the year that you can
use a tractor. You cannot useitduringthe rainy season, so
that everybody is trying to havehis land ploughed at a par-
tcular time of the year. You cannot expect a plantation or
a factory which has a tractor for its own purpose, to rent
it to a peasant when that plantation or factory wants the
use of it. This is a matter which is too long overdue. I
think that the hon. senior member for Christ Church was
instrumental in trying his best to get the scheme carried
out, but, be that as it may, he had to retreat before it
came into fruition.

Mr. TALMA: On a point of order. I did not have to
retreat anywhere; I actually got the pilot scheme started.

Mr. SMITH: What | meant was that the hon. member
was out of office; Idid not meanthat he had to retreat from
his duties. In other words, instead of going into the office
one morning, he had to pass by the gate, (Mr. TALMA: You
have not had the opportunity of going into the office.) I
hope that the hon. member does not think I am trying to
make any joke of this matter; it is just as if the time
comes for me to depart from this world; when the tdme
comes, I will have to go. I suppose that the pilot scheme
is working well in St. Philip butnothing at all is being done
in St. Joseph, St. John or in any of the other places. At
least, nothing has been done in St. Joseph of which I can
speak with certainty. I do not know about the other areas
exactly; the only thing which will keep our production up
apart from the rainfall is the tractor. I understand that
you receive better results from the ploughing of the fields
both from the fleld end of it and the sugar cane end of it.

1 hope that the Minister will see to this matter now.
He may tell this Committee that it will be too expensive
and that the cost of the transport of the tractor will be too
heavy; 1 hope he will not say that any longer; I have been
hearing that for too long. Let us get the scheme working
in the interest of the peasants of this colony because they
are deserving as much as anybody else and they should
have had this service by now. I donot think I will say any-
thing more on this mater; I will have to sit back and hear
from the Minister why this scheme has not yet been put
into operation for the benefit of the peasants in the northern
end of the country.

Mr. TALMA: Mr., Chairman, I am not being thin-
skinned, but I would like to reply to a certain point which
has been made by the hon. member who has just sat down,
because it has reflected on my administration when I was
the Minister of Agriculture. The hon. member has said
that the Ministry was responsible for causing embarrass-
ment to the members for St. Josephinthat undue pressure
was brought to bear on fishermen and boat owners of
Bathsheba. I want to tell the hon. member that I have the
interest of the fishermen at heart probably more so than
any other member of this House, and if the hon. member
were to know of the numerous acts of kindness which 1
have meted out to fishermen, he would be the last person
to make a pronouncement of that nature.

3.15 p.m.

Some of the Ministers in this Chamber now would tell
you that 1 went out of my way and fought for them,almost
arousing the indignation of the other powers.that-be in
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seeing a reasonable amount was fixed for Calvert boat
owners whose boats were washed away in 1952, which mat-
ter remained pending for a long time. It was only around
1955 that this business was settled to the satisfaction
of the Calvert boat owners island-wide. This is one ex-
ample, but there are others; and to suggest that as Minister
1 was responsible for embarrassing the senior member
for St. Joseph and bringing a lot of undue pressure to bear
on. fishermen at Bathsheba was entirely untrue and un-
founded, because if you are there as Minister you have to
exercise the powers and functions on a fair and reason-
able basis. I tried to saveas manyas I could from oppres-
sion and embarrassment. Nothing was done by him, but
the hon. senior member is claiming credit for postponing
the sale of a boat or two. If the hon. member searches
the files he will see the thousands that were kept from a
final sale through postponement.It is not for the present
Minister to explain that; it is in my place to do so and it
is not a question of embarrassing him or the present
Prime Minister of the West Indieg because boats were not
sold only at Bathsheba but at other points; and if you are
in office as Minister, you have to see after a sale at some
time or other. On the other hand you can postpone as long
as possible and try to assist as much as you can, but it
Jdoes not mean that at no time will a sale not be effected,
beczuse you cannot postpone a sale indefinitely. I would
like to see the hon. member keep up the past and see that
a boat will not have to be sold once every two years be-
cause in my time boats were only sold once. Anyhow, the
files can bear out that I actually helped fishermen island
wide and not only at Bathsheba or Oistins.

1 would like the Minister to tell me something about
Item 83 - Control of Sugar Cane Pests. I would like to
know what is the present state in so far as the Mealy Bug
Pest is concerned, whether it is under control and how
far it is under control, because I know we had succeeded
in bringing it under control to a great extent. I want to
know what insecticide is used at present. I had any amount
of trouble and despair in introducing the Director of Agri-
culture and the other experts advising him to the use of
ehndrin, I would like to know if after all these years we
are having a proper supply of ehndrininplace of agrocide.
Agrocide was the insecticide used before the Ministerial
days, but tests have proved that ehndrin is more effective
than agrocide, though agrocide was persisted in for years
on the grounds that hard currency could not be released
and other excuses which I could not appreciate, because
if it is a question of a staple product, are you going to talk
about whether you can release hard currency for pur-
chasing ehndrin to save our sugar industry? Those are
the silly arguments that were introduced which you will
see on the file; it was a question that hard currency could
not be released to save your staple industry. That is the
sort of advice you got and 1 had to make up my mind to
fight in order to get money released to import ehndrin,
and that was one of the last things I succeeded in doing
before I left the Ministerial Office.

1 want to know if the Minister is sdll using ehndrin
or has found something better, and what is the present
state of the Mealy Bug Pest. It is the most important part
of the whole Budget debate, because unless we can have
a proper and large crop and unless we have our staple
industry - which is sugar cane- producing, and unless we
have the new varietdes actually growing, there would be
no debate at all. This money is to meet the cost of field
trials on sugar cane root mealy bugs, rootborer and moth
borer control, and the purchase of insecticides; so I want
to know whether you are still using ehndrin or whether
you have found something more effective than ehndrin.

AS to the varietes, I want to know what is the latest
variety or varieties and how successful theyare.l think that
at a time like this when the Budget comes up, it would be
a good thing if the Minister gave us a short Report on
important matters such as the control of the mealybug,
the present state of affairs at the Pine Plantation and
Central Breeding Station and the Pig Subsidy Scheme.
It would be a good thing if he would give us a short Report
on a few of the most important items here under Head XXI
Science and Agriculture. 1 made it a practice during my
tenure of officeandl founditwas very helpful. For instance

I should like to get a breakdown on the $172,000 for the
Pine Plantation and Central Livestock Station in order to
analyse and see how the money is being spent on Item 86 -
District Agricultural Stadons for which an amount of
$86,000 is to be voted, as well as the Pig Subsidy Scheme.
3.25 p.m.

I am not trying to be funny nor am I trying toembarrass
him but I would like to reiterate that I would like him to
report on the working of these various sections of this
department over the last year because 1 would like to
hear something of the proposals in so far as these par-
ticular items of expenditure are concerned.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I do not know if the
Clerk has brought to your attenton what I consider to be
an error as regards Item 63, which is set down here as
Protective Governing. I believe it means Protective Cov-
ering. I do not know if my copy of the Estimates is printed
differently from yours. I bring it to your attention because
if the Auditor General cannot get a true meaning of what
the item is, he cannot pass the money.

The other thing 1 wish to point out is this. I know
that this pig breeding scheme is one which was brought
in here by the hon. senior member for Christ Church and
is one which the now Hon. Minister of Agriculture is un-
dertaking. 1 have an analytical mind. I want to know what
progress has been made as regards this pig-breeding
scheme. If 1 take an analysis of $72,000 which you have in
the Estimates for giving a subsidy to plg breeders to
carry out this scheme and compare itwithltem 86, District
Agricultural Stations for which the Note says: ‘'provides
for the general running expenses of six (6) District Agri-
cultural Stadons and Waterford Agricultural Extension
Service and includes a sum of $500.00 to cover the cost
of transport of groups on conducted tours of the Agri-
cultural Stations for the purpose of demonstration and
education,”’ and for which the sum of $86,000 is provided,
it means that what it takes to run your six Agricultural
Stadons is only $14,000 more than what you are spending
on this pig-breeding scheme. Therefore, that would mean
that if you put another $14,000 with this amount that you
are expending on the subsidisation of the pig-breeding
scheme, you can muldply by two the number of your
Agricultural Stations which you now have.

Do you think it is in the best interests of the com-
munity that you should condnue with this subsidy to pig
breeders? Are you getting the results from this scheme
as have been anticipated? Are you doing enough work at
these Agricultural Stations that you need not do any more
in this respect and when compared with the pig breeding
scheme you can say that the subsidy in connection with
the pig breeding scheme is very important and should be
carried on?

When 1 see that you have in the Estimates the sum
of $172,000 to be spent on the Pine Plantation and Central
Livestock Station, it makes me wonder. I am not an agri-
culturist but 1 bave to deal with money every day. I am
wondering if it would not be better for you to have a system
of producing your stock at the Agricultural Stations and
then selling them to peasants at reasonable prices than
the present method you have,

Referring back to this pig-breeding scheme, it is
costing us nearly as much as to run the six District Agri-
cultural Stations. Is it not of greater benefit to run them
than to have this .pig-breeding scheme? I know that some
people get bad schemes in their heads and because they
have embarked on them, they do not like to drop them. I
would drop any bad scheme on the lines of practicability.
In my opinion, I feel’ that the work done at the six Agri-
cultural Stadons is of more benefit than what is done at
the Pine Plantation and Central Livestock Station or what
you are spending on the pig breeding scheme, That is my
view and I would like to hear the Hon. Minister of Agri-
culture on this question.

Mr. DOWDING: Sir, I spoke at length on this matter
of agriculture in my opening speech and I do not intend to
say much more at this stage. I find myself in a very dif-
ficult position to be able to appreciate this expenditure

)
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_without having not a short report but a long report. I have

-

tried to obtain a report on the Department of Science and
Agriculture but without avail. 1 have asked the Clerk of
this House and the Clerk in the Ministry and the latest
report of this department which can be producedis the one
for the year 1954-55.

Now, Sir, in the preparaton of a budget, 1 take it that
the Minister responsible must know the working of the de-
partment for the past year before he can say how much is
to be expended during the coming year. 1 would like to
know whether it is gross discourtesy to this House that
figures and facts are not supplied to it in time so that one
can consider the workings of the department inthe light of
the budget.Or can the Minister himself tell us whether he
has received a report? I am not talking of little bits of
paper with a few extracts on them that Ssomeone may send
about from time to ime; lam talking of the business which
has been done by the Department in one year. At this
juncture, 1 am not in a position to say whether the present
official in the post of Director of Agriculture is acting in
that capacity or is appointed to that post. I do not know
whether there is an Entomologist acting or not or whether
there is a Chemist acting or not. [ feel that this House is
entitled to that information before the budgetis laid in this
House. I want to ask the Hon. Minister why this House can-
not get it or whether his PermanentSecretary has got it or
whether any of the Secretaries down the line has got it.
These are facts which I would like to have in hand so that
next time I would be able to deal with the details.

Hon. members quite rightly asked for a breakdown
of certain important projects which could be included in
the Annual Report, and as I have said, that report should
be ready in time for hon. members to speak on the ex-
penses for the current year. It is of no use having an
analytical mind like the hon. senior member for St. Peter
who is on my right and having nothing to analyse. What
we have before us are just figures put on paper by some-
one and we are asked to approve of them without any
breakdown of them, without any report or anything on
which this House can have any guidance whatsoever.

I am asking to be enlightened on that point so that
in the future we can analyse. 1 wonder whether it is as
it is because the people in these various departments
look at members of this House as being incapable of ana-
lysing any figures and, therefore, they do not worry to
send us any. It strikes me that members of this House
who are the guardians of the taxpayers’ purse should see
to it that these facts and figures are produced to us and
produced at theappropriate ime whenthey can be analysed.
3.35 p.m.
1t strikes me that this Hon. House should insist on figures
being produced. I would like to getthatinformation in order
to find out whether the Ministry has it, whether the De-
partment still has it, whether it has not been made, whether
it is at the Government Printery or where it is because
1 fail to see anybody sitting down and making up a Budget
unless they have the facts and figures of the previous year
to guide him.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: 1 wish to thank the hon. senior
member for St. Joseph for having brought certain things
to my memory, but I think that the hon. member should be
aware of the fact that I invited him to go down with me on
the occasion of the occurrence to see what damage had
been done to the fishing boats at Bathsheba. What I have
found out was that there was an act of God and whereas
we thought that more boats had been damaged - we sent
the Marine Mechanic and the Bursary boys down there -
we found out that there were only one or two persons who
had sustained any major damage. Why I have not acted
any further in this matter is because of the fact that there
is some conflict between the owners of the boats and the
people who did the salvaging of the bosts. The boat owners
have asked the Insurance Company for such a tidy sum
that I do not think the Insurance Company has budged as
yet. Until that matterthas been settled, 1 do not think that
the Government should interfere with it. To my way of
thinking, the amount of money for which these boat owners
are asking, is more than would be required to repair the
number of boats which were damaged, and, as I have said,

1 do not think that the Government should intervene in the
matter.

1 think that the hon. member should have told the
House that he and 1 went down there and promised the
people certain things which I carried out on the next mor-
ning. We gave them the oll free, grats and for nothing --
as a matter of fact, the report I got was that before the
week-end most of the boats were back in the sea fishing.
The latest information 1 have is that only one boat has
not been put back into the sea; but if it had not been for
the amount of salvage asked for, the matter would have
already been settled.

The hon. member has made certain requests to me,
but nobody has given latitude to fishermen as the former
Minister of Agriculture has given; 1 say thatit was a mat-
ter of forbearance plus forbearance and you cannot deal with
fishermenas they deserveto be dealt with. I want to say that
there are some of these people who feel thatitis a matter of
smartness and freeness. Some of themask youto have the au-
dacity to connive with them; 1 only wish that they would
tell the hon. member how kind we have been to them. The
former Minister of Agriculture has been kind to them too;
sometimes people tell me that I am encouraging the fish-
ermen in this sort of thing, and it is because of the help
which the Government has promised them. Thereare some
of these people who, if you give them an inch, how much
will they take? I leave the hon. member to answer that
question. But there comes a time when we must carry
out.the terms of the Act; we must see that the Government’s
money is refunded, because the fund is a revolving fund;
otherwise you will bring yourself into a serious state of
affairs. You are between two evils; you want to see the
money revolve and you want to see that the fishermen get
their share too.

This question of the insurance of fishermenis a very
risky business. From the files, I seethata lot of work has
been put into this matter and quite recently, I have been
making some demands myself. But this is big business;
you take what is offered or you leave it. This is nothing
on which you can dictate terms. Whenitcomes to the Gov-
ernment’s loan, we must see to it that the boats are cov-
ered. | realise that there are some fishermen who ex-~
perience a lot of hardship, but we also have those who, in
one or two years’ tme will repay their loans. I am not
accusing anybody here, but the fishermen believe that as
long as it is a quesdon of money borrowed from the Gov-
ernment, that money should not be repaid. Some of these
people come in to me and tell me so; and when it comes
to that sort of thing, what do you expect me to do?

Since I have been in the Ministry, 1 have made it a
condition that if fishermenare unable to pay their insurance
premium, we will pay itfor themandwe give them a period
of 90 days in which to repay the money. We are gettinga
lot of trouble with that matter, and, mind you, this fepay-
ment is interest free. This is nothing in connection with
which you can fight your way through; unless you are in
the Ministry you really cannot talkasif you are an author-
ity on this matter. 1 repeat that there comes the time
when we must think not only of satisfying the fishermen,
but also of keeping the fund revolving so that those fish-
ermen who come in afterwards will also be served.

Another question was raised by the hon. senfor mem-
ber for Christ Church in connection with the mealy bug
pest. We have not had any notice of mealy bug infestation at
any time; as a matter of fact, opinion is divided as to
whether ‘‘Agrocide’’ is all right. Some people think so,
while other people think that** Ehndrin’’ is whatis required.
It is just a matter of what people think.

3.45 p.m.

In other words, we are going to buya new car and I want a
Rolls Royce while you are satisfled with a Ford, you
feel that s0 long as you are getung a drive and I get

as well as you, it does not matter about what kind of
car it is.

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, I am not trying to test
the scientific knowledge of the Minister. Is it not a fact
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that whereas agrocide is applied to the root of the cane
directly, in the case of ehndrin- andl speak under correc-
tion because I am no expert - if applied on the top of the
trash, it is effective? In other words, haveyou got to apply
agrocide to the root of the cane proper, while even on the
trash ehndrin is effective? I would like to hear, not only the
Minister but the expert on agriculture who is just on my
right, the hon. senior member for St. George, on that
point by way of information.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: Mr. Chairman, the hon. member
is dealing with the application of it; I was dealing with the
word because he asked which one is being used. As to the
actual application, 1 have never had to use it butl have
passed and seen people sprayingfields withit.1 have never
had the mealy bug on my land.

Mr. TALMA: I would like to know if ehndrin is used
instead of agrocide. I have evidence of its effect and 1 know
that ehndrin is a superior insecticide toagrocide, but Gov-
ernment threw away thousands of dollars in usingagrocide
which is inferior to ehndrin. I should therefore like to know
what is the present insecticide being used.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: I am saying that there is no case
now of mealy bug, therefore it does not come before me
now. It is under control; so why argue on which insecticide
is used? Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. It has
all been eradicated and we hope it will never recur.

The hon. senior member for St. Peter askeda
question; he was honest and said he wanted information on
what the stations cost to run.

Mr. WALCOTT: How do you mean I was honest?

Hon. D. D, GARNER: The hon. member asked a
question and I took it he is honest about the question he
asked. Why should he pick on that? If I had said that he
was dishonest he would be on his feet.

Mr. WALCOTT: You do not have to comment on the
obvious.

Hon. D, D. GARNER: Mr. Chairman, these stations
were established to give the peasants of this country a
certain service. They are rendering a good service but
the pig breeding scheme as such is entirely different.
It is just lke a man having a child in his family and a
man giving charity to some instdtution or a step-child.
This scheme provides balanced feed for people who are
pig breeders; they are given a certain amount of feed
according to the number of the litter of the pig. We have
found out that because of the fact that we have been giving
this feed for the past few years, the pig population in
Barbados: i1s more satisfactory, people can buy a plece
of pork without having to look around if they have the
money, and quite recently we have increased the price
of pork because reports were made to us that it was un-
economic to rear pigs here and sell the pork at that low
price. Whereas we sell our fresh pork in Barbados at 60¢
a pound, in Trinidad the price is 85¢ or $1.25 a pound;
so it 1s nothing to be looked at lightly because people in
the pig-breeding business do it as a business, and while
we are trying to keep the price as low as possible so
that everybody will be able to buy a piece of pork, we
have to consider the economic factor and find out how
much it would cost people who rear pigs and how much
they get out for that put in. Some people say that we should
let demand control the price; we might get to that some
day but at the moment we are trying to control the price.
1 think the scheme is good and should be continued.

There are some people who would not bother to keep
a sow and rear piglets if they were not suppled with this
amount of feed. 1 remember some time ago that there
were sales at some of these stations and we could not
satisfy the demand; today we can satisfy the demand of
piglets in the island and because of the supply the price
is dropping. 1 have known people with common piglets
asking $15 or $20, but because of the feed they can get-
and because the standard of the pig has gone up, and be-
cause the standard of the pig has gone up, competition
bas caused much more reasonable prices. We are not

here to encourage umfair competition, but we do want
people to engage themselves in pig rearing. We have got
to the point where in the Ministry we are now consider-
ing very seriously what is the point beyond this, because
if you keep your pig population to a certain point where
the butchers cannot get it off successfully, it means that
we might have to come to you and foster some other
scheme. But it is not a good thing - and I speak with a
sense of responsibility - for people in Barbados to ex-
pect Government to initiate every business; people should
have some initiative and start these things on their own.
There is room in this country for making hams, bacon
and other things,but people want Government toprovide all
these services and businesses. 1 do not believe itis a
good thing for Government to compete in these commer-
cial things, and if people would stop this noise about Gov-
ernment starting everything and have initiative in these
things, they would succeed as poor people inthis country
have succeeded. It should not be expected that Government
must do this and that, because it is not the proper func-
tions of Government. Where is the incentive and initdative?
Are we all spineless? If a lot of the people who control
the wealth of this country had to depend on Government
to set them in business, they would still be poor people;
but because they took their future in their hands, worked
hard and saved money, today some of these men have be-
come very strong economic factors in Barbados.

I will say, Sir, that it is a good scheme and is worth
carrying on. It is true that we have a good pig popula-
tion and can get pork regularly and cheaply as compared
with the other isiands, and I think it would pay a Govern-
ment, not for political reasons but in the interest of the
wealth of the island, to continue to carry on this scheme.
3.55 p.m.

Mr. Chairman, as regards the report which the hon.
senior member for St. George has enquired about, I think
he is a business man and I am going to end on a very dis-
cordant note; but before ] end that way I want to say that
every year since 1 have been a Minister I have brought
into this House a report on the working of the Department
of Agriculture. One has been brought in not so long ago.
If the hon. member gets these things and throws them aside
and only expects us to bring them in at this time, that is
a different matter.

As regards getting facts and figures, these things
take time. You have got a scientific treatise but it takes
time to put it in book form. It is a fact that we do bring
down to this House every year the work which goes on in
this department, and then after a number of years they
are put in the form of a book or pamphlet. He has got one
recently from the Irrigation Board and I know he has re-
ceived several reports from time to time. As regards his
wanting to see reports to get facts and figures, the hon.
senior member for St. Peter is also telling him that he
wants to see his books and his figures, The hon. senior
member for St. Peter comes in here and blames the hon.
senior member for St. Michael for joining with the hon.
senlor member for St. George in not allowing him to see
his books. Let me say that all the books of the Department
of Agriculture are open and whoever wants to see them
can see them. We have no closed books. The hon. senfor
member for St Peter is asking him the same question
which he is asking us, that is, where are your books; give
us the detailed facts,

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, the way the Hon.
Minister has put it seems to me as if he means to say
that the hon. senior member for St. George and I seem
to be colleagues.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: I am not saying that.

Mr. WALCOTT: When I start with the hon. senior
member for St. George and his group, they will run to you
to take me from off them. Whenever | have cause to deal
with them, they run to you for help and in the past couple
of years, it seems as if you are easing to their pressure
and agreeing to their statements. We are not the same
bedfellows.

Hon. M. E, COX: Mr. Chairman,I just want to clarify
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»~that point. They do not run to us when a breakdown takes:

place between them. They come to the Government for aid.

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, I did hope that the Hon.
Minister wouldhave replied to me on the question of the
breakdown of the amount for the Pine Plantation and Cen-
tral Livestock Statton. I am the one who first raised the
question of the breakdown of the $172,000.

Let me tell the Hon. Minister this. It would be a good
practice in the case of these large amounts to adopt a
policy which { adopted three years ago, that is, to have a
breakdown of the $172,000 in such a way as to show the
amount needed for the Pine Plantation and the Central
Livestock Station and what was needed for the Pig Subsidy
Scheme. The Hon. Minister says that there is no need to
spend anything more on the eradicaton of the mealy bug.
What I want him to do is to give me a breakdown of the
$172,000 because the Note to the item is very brief. I want
him also to let me know how the insemination scheme at
the Pine is progressing, and also to give me a short ac-
count on the co-operative movement. Those are things
which he should know something about.

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Chairman, 1 expected the hon.
Minister to end on a discordant note. Although fn 1959
on a debate on agriculture, one is supposed to be reason~
able in his criticisms and suggestions, you find that the
Minister gets up and brings in an argument of personal-
itles of my pardcular position as against the Barbados
Workers Unlon. I agree with the hon. junior member for
St. John that the price which we are paying for democracy
is a terrific one. ! particularly said that this bit of paper
which we received from time to time is not a proper re-
port on the workings of the Department of Agriculture and
that they were purely bits and pieces of statements which
were not sufficient for anyone to go into the detailed facts
of the budget. 1 have received these pleces of paper but
what I am going to say now may do the Hon. Minister some
good. There are a lot of people who believe that they are
doing a lot, but all that they are doing is to show up the
prejudices which exist in their minds. If theHon. Minister
will take a note of that and put it in his pipe and smoke it
and listen to members and get rid of his wickedness and
have a contrite heart, we will be ableto speak on a proper
level.

If the Hon.Minister wants to bring in something to
put the Barbados Workers Union versus the Employers
Confederation, 1 am perfectly willing to go down to that
level.

Sir, 1 have tried my best in this Honourable House
to assist the Hon. Minister, but if he has these prejudices
in his mind to blind him to facts and reason, let him con-
tinue. He said in his talk: ‘I do not mind the cost. These
Agricultural Stations are established to give the peasants
a certain service. Do not mind the cost.” He said that. He
may have meant something else but I would like to see a
breakdown of this amount against the item Agricultural
Stations. I would like to find out how much is done in the
interest of the peasants. 1 am not casting any reflection
but I see at some of them kitchen gardens which grow all
the year round a large amount of vegetables. I would like
him to say what are the receipts from the sale of vege-
tables. | have a perfect right despite the fact that the hon.
member on my right wants to see my figures or to see his
figures, to ask for a breakdown of this amount.

Sir, as long as1 am a member of this House I shall
continue to insist on my rights, and it is because of the
fact that hon. members in here instead of having reason
and debate get down to personalities and useless argument,
many a departmentand many a Civil Servant meets you out-
side and laughs at the House of Assembly.

4.05 p.m.

1 hope to see that change.laskthe Minister again if he has
the full working of the Department broken down, if it bas
been sent to him, or perhaps they do not worry to show
him anything. It might only go as far as the Permanent
Secretary, or it may not gothatfar.] am seeking informa-
tion as to the business of this island; 1 represent the people
of this island whether they are white or black and ]l am

demanding my right in this House. I am nothing to do with
the sugar producers; 1 will get up in here and make their
toes turn. 1 have been elected to this House, not by white
people, but by coloured people of this island. Dr. Charles
Mayo once had a patient who behaved himself in a dis-
graceful manner, and someone asked why he did not dress-
that patient down. The doctor replied: ‘‘One fool in one
place at the same time is enough.”

The question that the sum of $665,773 under
Head XXI - Science and Agriculture - stand part of the
Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

HEAD XXII — PUBLIC LIBRARY

Head XXII - Public Library - was called,

Hon. Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS: 1 beg to move that the
sum of $31,359 under Head XXII - Public Library - stand
part of the Schedule.

Hon. M, E. COX: 1 beg to second that.
The question was put and reeolved in the affir-
mative without division.

HEAD XXIll — MEDICAL (1) DIRECTOR OF
MEDICAL SERVICES

Head XXIII - Medical (1) Director of Medical
Services - was called,

Hon. Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: I beg to. move that the
sum of $41,528 under Head XX111 - Medical(l) Director of
Medical Services, stand part of the Schedule.

Hon. M, E, COX: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and.resolved in the affir-
mative without division.

HEAD XXIIl - MEDICAL (2) GENERAL HOSPITAL

Head XXIIl - Medical (2) General Hospital-
was called.
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the
sum of $921,724 under Head XX111 - Medical (2) General
Hospital, stand part of the Schedule.

Hon, M, E. COX: I beg to second that.
The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division,

HEAD XXIII — MEDICAL (3) MENTAL HOSPITAL

Head XXIII - Medical (3) Mental Hospital - was
called,
Hon. Dr. H, G. Hi CUMMINS: 1 beg to move that the
sum of $249,609 under Head XX111 - Medical (3) Mental
Hospital, stand part of the Schedule.

Hon. M. E, COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. TALMA: Before you put the question, Mr. Chair-
man, 1 see in connection with Item 35 ‘'Provisions’’ that
the sum of $153,500 is to be voted, and I notice that there
is an increase of $1,500. The note to this item states this:
‘‘Provision for cigarettes, tobacco, etc., formerly made
under ‘Incidentals’ now transferred to this Item.”’ I won-
der if the Hon. Minister has the breakdown of this amount;
1 wonder if he can let us know how much money is spent
on cigarettes or beer or tobacco and on other essential
commodities, and whether the patients are given items like
grape fruit and so on, whichare beneficlalto them. 1 would
ke to have some information given to hon. members as
to how this $153,500 is to be spent. I think that this Com-
mittee is entitled to be given a breakdown whenever large
amounts are to be voted, as in this case. When the Hon.
Minister is asked to give a breakdown when we are asked
to vote these large amounts of money, it should not come
a8 any surprise to him.

In connection with this item, the sum of $153,500 is
to be voted and instead of talking about provisions, they
started off by telling us about cigarettes. I will give the
Hon. Minister an opportunity to answer, but this is not
good enough. The inmates of the Mental Hospital of all
places are given tobacco and cigarettes for food!

Mr. WALCOTT: Like the hon. member who has just
sat down, 1 would like to be given some information on this
matter, The Item is ‘‘Provisions’’ for which the sum of
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$153,500 is to be voted, and the note starts off like this:
“Provision for cigarettes, tobacco, etc.’”’ The members
of the Government take it for granted thateverybody knows
what the provisions are, but this note isreally a joke. The
only provision you have is the provision for cigarettes,
tobacco, etc.

Hon. F. E. MILLER: I should like to reply to the
humorous question asked by the hon. senior member for
St. Peter and also to the question asked by the hon. senior
member for Christ Church. Under “‘Incidentals’’ we used
to carry cigarettes, tobaccoand so on, butwe decided in the
last Estimates that, rather than carry these items under
“‘Incidentals’’ we would carry them under ‘‘Provisions''.
We have a number of patients in the Institution who enjoy
cigarettes and tobacco and we decided to put in an amount
under ‘‘Provisions’ in respect of these items. The Note
states; ‘‘'Provision for cigarettes, tobacco, etc., formerly
made under *‘Incidentals’’ now transferred to this item.”
The money is voted primarily for food for the Patients
and Nurses of the Institution.

The hon. senior member for Christ Churchhas asked
for a breakdown of this amount butl would be unable to give
him this breakdown offhand. If the hon. senior member
would not be too worried about the matter, I could pro-
bably get the details for him in a minute.

4.15 p.m.
It is a small item if you think of it and compare it with
$153,500.

Mr. STRAUGHN: 1 will take the Minister's word for
it because 1 have not been able tocheck myself - and I re-
member you were present when we both checked - if there
has been any improvement in the accommodation of food
offered to the people who were at the Mental Hospital.

Hon. F. E, MILLER: Yes. 1 hasten to answer the
question by saying that we had a request for simple items
like butter, cheese and margarine with morning breakfast.

The question that the sum of $249,609 under
Head - XXIII - Medical (3) Mental hospital - stand
part of the Schedule was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division.

Head XXIII - Medical (4) Lazaretto - was called.
Hon. Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr., Chairman, I beg to
move that the sum of $22,241 be voted under this Head.
Hon. M. E, COX: I beg to second that.
The question that the sum of $22,241 under
Head XXIII - Medical (4) Lazaretto - stand part of the
Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.
Head XXIII - Medical (5) Board of Health -

was called.
Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I Beg to
move that the sum of $15,385 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E, COX: I beg to second that.
The question that the sum of $15,385 under

Head XXIII - Medical (5) Board of Health - stand part
of the Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Head XXIII - Medical (6) Bacteriologist and

Pathologist ~ was called.

Hon, Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, 1 beg to
move that the sum of $8,575 be voted under this Head.

Hon, M, E. COX: 1 beg to second that.
The question that the sum of $8,575 under
Head XXIII - Medical (6) Bacteriologist and Pathologist -
stand part of the Schedule was put and resolved in the
affirmative without division.

Head XXIII - Medical (7) Health Centres - was
called,

Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, there is
a mistake in the amount to be voted. The correct amount
is $135,586 instead of $183,806.

1 beg to move that the sum of $135,586 be voted under
this Head.

Hon. M, E, COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I would like to know
what is the position with regardto the W,H.O. Milk scheme.
1 have been made to understand that it is something that
Barbados can make use of. I think that the Director of
Medical Services of Barbados had some schemein: Queens
Park, and in a talk with himhe told ine that it was a costly
product, but they were happy to distribute it. Can the
Minister tell me if the Barbados Government is pursuing
any means to get some of this milk for Barbados?

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Chairman, I believe the Minister
will be able to answer these other questionsas well in re-
lation to the Health Centre at Speightstown. I have been
made to understand that the Speightstown Health Centre is
expecting to serve the Northern Parishes. ] believe that the
parish of St. Thomas is without a similar service. There
is a Clinic at Belleplaine, St. Andrew, and 1 would like to
know if the Minister can give us the assurance that the
service at Speightstown will in the near future be extended
to the other Northern parishes as well including the parish
of St. Joseph. I can tell the Minister that in a short while
there will be a body of people from St. Joseph in the form
of a Committee coming to him on a matter like this, so.
he might as well take advance warning on it.

1 shouldalso like, Sir, further explanation on Item 37 -
Public Health Education. Can the Minister give us some
kind of breakdown as to how that serviceis being rendered?

Mr. WALCOTT: Before the Minister answers, what
the hon. member just said is a matter of commonsense.
A Health Centre does not belong to a District Council; it
belongs to the Government of Barbados. Would you make
a woman pay bus fare to gofrom Bathsheba to Speightstown
when there is a Health Centre at Six Cross Roads which
would be nearer? You could go from St. Joseph over
Newcastle and get into Six Roads easier than going to
Speightstown; so if it is a question of allocating places,
it should not be a question of making people go from St.
Joseph to Speightstown because you would need another
Health Centre mid-way as the nearest road would be
through Morgan Lewis, Farley Hill or Boscobelle, all the
way through Indian Ground; so if the Minister has any plan
he should allow the people from near to Newcastle, above
Bathsheba and Martn’s Bay to go to the Health Centre at
Six Cross Roads.

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Chairman, a little learning is
a dangerous thing, and ignorance is really a vice.l can
inform the hon. member, if he does not know, that there
is a Clinic in Belleplaine, St. Andrew, which is run by
the Officers of the Speightstown Health Centre, and 1 also
know from consultation with the Director of Medical Ser-
vices that he would be interested as soon as possible to
extend this service to the other Northern parishes. I hap-
pen to know that in detail as Welfare Adviser in the North-
ern parishes, Really as I said, a little learningis a
dangerous thing,

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, 1 think that comment
applies to the hon. member because he is the one who
asked the Minister for the people from St. Joseph to be
served by the Clinic at Speightstown. It is not a question
of rearranging the service........

Mr. STRAUGHN: On a polint of order, nobody asked
the Minister for the people in St. Joseph to be servedin
Speightstown. Perhaps the English Language is also a
difficult thing to comprehend. The service of the Centre
could be extended to these particular places.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, that is the type of
socialist you have. He is talkingabout the English language
being difficult to understand; thatis the type that wg evolve,
A Vestry scholarship given to him atthe expense of people
in this community has caused him to be a snob. He must
have a little retrospection and ask himself how much Eng-
lish his brother understands., Let him bring his brother
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~~ and let him make a speech and see how he would compare

\n

with those of us in here. Is he ridiculing his family?

Hon. M, E, COX: On a point of order, I would appeal
to the hon. member. After all, we were going on very well,
and I would ask him not to continue in that strain, but to
get on with the busipess of the House.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I did not insult any-
body when 1 made the point to the Minister in relation to
the service at the Clinics; my commentwas that the Health
Centres are not parochial services. The hon. member
spoke about coming under the District Councils or some
remark like that and 1 said that for any person lving in
St. Joseph and requiring the service of a Health Centre,
it would be easier to go to Six Cross Roads in St. Philip.
That is the point 1 made to the Minister but the hon. mem-
ber felt he could use those insulting remarks.

4.25 p.m.

If I insult the hon. member, well, he is quite in order to
say insulting things of me; but these are the things which
people resent.

We were going on very well. 1 agree with the Hon.
Minister. I made my comment onthe situation more or less
in good faith. I would say that I was in an excellent mood
when | said that.

The question that the sum of $183,866 under
Head XXIII, Medical (7) Health Centres, stand part of
the Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.
HEAD XXIII — MEDICAL (8) MATERNITY HOSPITAL

Head XXIII- Medical (8) Maternity Hospital - was
called.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the
sum of $21,926 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E, COX: I beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division.
SUMMARY OF MEDICAL DEPARTMENTS

The Summary of Medical Departments was called.

Hon., Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: 1 beg to move that the
sum of $1,416,574 be voted under Head XXIII,

Hon. M. E, COX: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division,

HEAD XXIV — BARBADOS REGIMENT

Head XXIV - Barbados Regiment - was called.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the
sum of $66,081 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M, E. COX: 1 beg to second that.
The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division,

HEAD XXV — PUBLIC WORKS

Head XXV « Public Works - was called,

Hon. Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr. Chairmain, as re-
gards this Head, the figure for Item 80, Glendairy Prison,
is now 512.700. The increased provision is required for
renewing electrical installations there, I am asking that
1 be allowed to change the figures inthe Estimates against
this item to $12,700 and with that I beg to move that the
sum of $401,512 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that,

Mr. WALCOTT: There are two things which I want
to speak on under this Head and one is a general point,
The first is as regards the question of the foremen of
this department. | would like when there is a revision of
salaries for employees in the Government Service that
special attention be paid to the question of the salary for
fovemen. ] say it for this reasom. The amount of work to

be done and the amount of Government contracts which I
see going on in Barbados shows that we carry out a lot
of this work, We propose to build a new General Hospital
shortly and from these Estimates you can see the amount
of work to be done during the coming financial year. 1
think the time has come when the Government should place
some proper emphasis on the foremen so that you will
have men of quality in that position and men would have
something to look forward to by becoming foremen in the
Public Service and by thatwould getwhatl would regard as
a reasonable wage for that type of responsibility.

The next thing which 1 want to speak on is Item 22,
Winding and Repairs to Clock. I would say as regards this
item of expenditure, do not let us worry with any clock: or
if we are to have a clock, let us have it in such a way that
you can see the time at any hour of the day or night. There
is something wrong with the numerals on the clock. If you
are over by Messrs Manning & Company itis very difficult
on some nights to see the numerals,

The dme has come-and I believe the world is so
advanced-that we can get a better system of illumination
of the dial of this clock. May be, the numerals can be put
in such a way that you can see them clearly at any time
of the day or night. I understand that there is some special
way of doing that so that as soon as light shines on them,
they are reflected. Our Public Bulldings clock should be
like Big Ben. People go from all over the world to see
Big Ben. It is one of the historical sites in England-and
I would like to see that we have the facilities of having
our clock working from all points. You cannot see the dial
from the eastern side at all. I do not think it is asking too
much to put the dials of this clock in a way to serve the
purpose for which this clock is intended.

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, as regards Item 28,
Life Saving Apparatus at Beaches, 1 see that the sum of
$150 18 to be voted. The Note reads as follows:-

‘‘For the provision and maintenance of Life Saving
Apparatus at Beaches.'’

1 would like to ask the Government what sort of Life
Saving Apparatus it has at beaches. Many years ago, I took
an interest in this matter and I moved an Address to this
effect and something was done in the matter. A little ges-~
ture was done at one of the beaches,but to say that we
have Life Saving Apparatus at any beachis incorrect. What
was done a few years ago was to get alittle bit of ordinary
rope and put it in a little box, but that is nothing at all for
life saving.

Now that we are attempting to improve our tourist
industry and to encourage tourism generally, we have to
look into this question of life saving apparatus for the
various beaches and it will be money well spent. If you
spend hundreds of dollars on hotel development and then
adopt a cheese-paring policy in so far as providing some
sort of proper life savingapparatus onthe popular beaches,
the time may come when certain beaches may be regarded
as being dangerous for bathing facilites. Whoever is the
Minister that this question falls under, I would lke him
to investigate the matter and see to it that we have proper
facilities at all the beaches - at Cattlewash, at the St.
James Coast, at the Crane Beach and the beaches of Rock-
ley, Worthing and Silver Sands. You should investigate
this matter carefully because in other countries where
tourism is encouraged and attracted, like Puerto Rico,
Trinidad and Jamaics, you have regular Life Guards and
a regular organisation set up for this purpose. You have
young men who are proficient swimmers and who are
taught life saving ~ and thereis no dearth of these people -
and they are employed by Government and serve as Life
Guards on the various bathing beaches. They have done
many & useful service and have saved many a life in Tri-
nidad and other places.

4035 P.m-

If we are to encourage tourism on a big scale, and we
pride ourselves as having some of the best bathing facil-
ities in the British Caribbean, I think that the tims has
come when we should consider the question of appointing
life guards and using proper, modern life-saviig devices.
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We should not continue to have the old-time system which
has been in existence about 50 years ago and which is not
appropriate today; we should have these devices command-
eeredly life guards who would be appointed only for the first
six months of the year when this island has its bumper
number of tourists. I think that it would be a good idea,
whoever is the appropriate Minister, to look into this mat-
ter and let us have some better arrangement, not merely
a plece of rope which may not even be there now.

The question that the sum of $401,512 under
Head XXV - Public Works - stand part of the Schedule
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

HEAD XXVI —PENSIONS

Head XXVI - Pensions - was called,

Hon. Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: I beg to move that the
sum of $205, 420 under Head XXVI - Pensions - stand part
of the Schedule.

Hon. M, E, COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Chairman, in respect of item 21
*‘Disability Pensions for Ex-servicemenand their Depend-
ants,’’ 1 would like to know, if the information is available
now or at some other time, how many persons are in re-
ceipt of these pensions and what the particular pension is.
1 have given this matter some thought for a number of
years; a great deal more would be done for people who
were commandeered rather than for those who volunteered
to go on service. In the light of this new situation in Dom-
inica, I am throwing out the suggestion as to whether the
Government should not correct the past by the possible
grant of lands in Dominica toa certain number of members
of the Caribbean Force, If that were done, not only would
it put the position right, but I think it might start a move-
ment which might help to get people in Dominica. I know
that the problem is a difficult one and I, myself, have
wondered what can be done. These men have only received
a certain amount in their hands, but I know that this is
something which should be encouraged and which should be
put right. Iwould be glad ifI could be given the information,
if not now, at some other time; 1 should like to remind the
Hon. Minister of Communications that he was to have cir-
culated something in connection with the buses .and I hope
that he will have it circulated.

Mr. TALMA: 1 should like to support the proposal
of the hon. member who has just sat down in so far as
giving some relief to Ex-servicemen is concerned. I see
that an amount of $205,420 is to be voted under this Head
and that there is an amount of $1,656 to be voted in respect
of item 5, ‘‘Allowances, Gratuities and Pensions to B,W.l.
Soldiers and their Dependants.’’ I suppose that the amount
granted to these Ex-servicemen will be very little; it is
just a gesture. I support the hon. member’s suggestion as
to those who are agriculturally minded to become peasants
in Dominica in the light of the further development of Pan-
gola Grass on a big scale, as there is little or no land av-
ailable in Barbados for the actual industry as such. I am
hoping that when the Hon. Minister and the Cabinet jointly
go into this queston, they will consider the plight of the
displaced coopers because there are about 47 of them who
are anxious and willing and ready to go in for agricultural
pursuits. The chances are that if there is an opportunity
of starting an agricultural scheme in Dominica, these
people who are unemployed amd who are suffering might
also consider going to Dominica.

Hon, Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, ! am
asking leave to withdraw my motion and to substitute the
sum of $1,270,949 instead of the sum of $205,420.

Mr. DOWDING: Will the Hon. Premier please explain
the reason for that?

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: The reasen for that
is that there are two amoumnts which should have been
added -- one authorised by law and one to be voted. I
omitted the first set of figures. As to the question asked
by the hon. senior member for St. George with regard

to the pension for the Caribbean Force, I promise him
that 1 will supply the information probably next Tuesday.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon. Premier.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS: I beg to move that the
sum of $1,270,949 under Head XXV] - Pensfons stand part
of the Schedule,

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg ta second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division,
4.45 p.m.

Head XXVIII - Subsidies and Gronts - was called.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I am
asking leave to insert a new Item to be numbered 23 (d)
$5,000 and the note says ‘‘Grant to assist the work of the
Barbados Association for the Prevention of Tuberculosis."’
The amended amount is therefore $460,940.

1 beg to move that the sum of $460,940 be voted under
this Head.

Hon. M. E, COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. WALCOTT: 1 will have to point out, Mr. Chair-
man, asl did just now, that the Clerk will have to correct
these things. If you look at page 92 you will see that the
Head 1s numbered ‘‘XXVII'’ instead of ‘‘XXVIN'’. If you
look also at Item 23 and then at Item 43, you will find that
both items deal with the same thing, but there are different
notes. It seems to me that the Barbados Associaton in
Aid of the Blind, Deaf and Dumb wants a revote while the
other amount is to carry on, and to me it is a waste of
printing because you have printed the same thing twice
while the amounts could have gone under one Head and be
explained in the note that a certain amount was to be
revoted.

1 would like to say that it is a very laudible Organi-
sation.

In connection with the University College of the West
Indies, it is true that the Government makes a grant in
a general way, but 1 see that nothing has been put in for
industrial training. I remember that some years ago when
the hon. senior member for St. Thomas was Minister of
Trade, something like that came up before the Union, but
the idea never seemed to have developed. It is true that
we undertake in a limited way whatever we can do our-
selves, but it is done in Trinidad, and I see that nothing
has been put in the Estimates which the Extra-Mural De~
partment in Barbados can use for the same purpose.

The question that the sum of $460,940 under
Head XXVIII - Subsidies and Grants - stznd part of the
Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,

Head XXVII - Charges of Debt - was called.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I looked
under the column **To be voted’’ and saw it blank, but the
amount authorised by Law is to be voted just the same.

I beg to move that the sum of $855,083 be voted under
this Head.

Hom. M. E, COX: I beg to secand that.

The questiou.that the sum of $855,083 under
Head XXVII - Charges of Debt - stand part of the Sche-
dule was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

Head XXIX - Miscellaneous Services - was called.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I beg
to move that the sum of $759,054 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M, E. C0X: 1 beg to second that.

«»
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Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, speaking on Item 37-

« .Public Utilides Board, I should like to draw to the atten-

ton of the Minister in charge that the Barbados Light and
Power Co. is exploiting the residents inthearea of Branch-
bury. They are now making new installations and within an
area of a few yards they are chargingthese people as high
as $100 for the installation of light in their homes. The
poles were already there and it was only a question of ex-
tending the power, but now they are charging some exor-
bitant prices, I can remember when they were passing my
home 1 got it free because they were passing that way,
but because these people can do as they like and because
people want the service, they are charging all kinds of
money. I feel that the Governmentis allowing them to bring
in their things duty free in order to help them, but they
are fleecing the people by giving them the serviceata
high price.

4,55 p.m.

These people are taking it upon themselves to be charg-
ing any price - sometdimes $80, up to $175 to put down a
pole - and they are saying: ‘‘the service is costing us so
much; therefore, we are dividing the cost among the peo-
ple and they would have to pay for it because they want
the light.”’

Let me say, Sir, that this is a public service. I do
not know if the Public Utilities Board knows anything
about this but I think it should be strongly recommended
to the Utility Board by the Hon. Minister and he should
ask them to see toit thatthe cost of installations is greatly
reduced in order to help these people and to prevent them
from having to go and sell a plg, and soon,in trying to
realise money to put the service in their homes. I hope
the Hon. Minister would go into it more seriously. I can
supply him with the names of these people. These people
are not really able to pay such an exorbitant rate for the
installation of the service and they feel that the Govern-
ment 1s not doing anything for them in the matter. Why
should we sit here and allow the Directors of the Bar-
bados Light and Power Company to do as they like by
fleecing the poor people of this colony? There are some
people who are able to pay such high charges while others
are not able. If A is able to pay and B is unable, B should
be given a chance especially now that this Company is
getting assistance from the Government,because if this
company does not have to pay duty on items of equipment
and machinery which are brought into the island so as to
install electricity in these peoples’ homes, I feel that
since the Government is helping them, they ought to help
the people and should not be too hard on them.

Mr. Chairman, for the last dmel am asking the Hon.
Minister to see to it and see to it right away. The people
are not able to pay for it and they are not getting the ser-
vice. It is only for the company to run a few yards of wire
and let the people get away fromusinga kerosene oil lamp
which you know is lable to affect your eyes. We should do
all that les in our power at least to help these people,
especially those who have children studying.

Mr. SEARLES: Mr. Chairman, I too am going to join
in cridcisms of the Barbados Light and Power Company.

It 13 now some years that a petition was signed by many |

residents in the Orange Hill area and sent to the Director
of the Electric Company to put power in that district and
nothing was done about it, What happened after that was
that an individual bought the B,U.O.C, house at Gregg Farm
and applied to the company for power and the Electric
Company. in defiance of the wishes ot the people of the
Orange Hill took their power lines through the gully and
left out the people in OrangeHillwho had applied for it and
who had guaranteed the Company that one hundred persons
would have installed the service.

i am asking the Government now that they have com-
pleted one school bullding in that area and are about to
build enother school for boys and girls combined that they
take the opportunity now to get behind the Electric Com-
pany and instruct that company to put a main at Orange
Hill and if the Company refuses, the Government should
bring forces to bear on them. If the Company does not
intend to put electricity throughout the length and breadth
of Barbados, the Government should call upon them to do

it by a certain time and failing to do so cancel the con-
tract with them. Pressure must be brought to bear upon
them to get them working.

I remember some tHme ago that a resident in the
Garden, St. James, applied to the Company for light and
although they had a pole at her door, they refused to turn
in the light. She appealed to me and I told her that I knew
how she could get it in 24 hours. I told her to go and in-
struct the Company to remove the pole from her door and
failing to do that she would saw it down. The result was
that the Electric Company installed the power inher house
the next night. The Barbados Light and Power Company
can get the money now and we are giving them every
facility for raising all the money they want in the world
and bringing in their equipment duty free, If the Electric
Company had floated a loan in Barbados, 1 am sure there
would be no need for an amendment to the Usury Act. It
is our duty as represntatives of the people to see that
every nook is electrified. The island is too small. The
Electric Company had the monopoly for the last 50 years
and up to now has failed to electrify the whole of the island.
I am leaving this matter in the hands of the appropriate
Minister and I am asking him to let us have electricity in
Orange Hill as soon as possible.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, it is nice to see the
hon. junior member for St. James holding forth on this
matter. I agree that we should have electricity all over
this island, but I do not believe the hon. member lives in
Orange Hill. (Mr. SEARLES: 1 do).lam saying that despite
what the hon. member has said, I am sure that hon. mem-
bers of the Government should be very hesitantafter their
experience with the buses to go and take over the Electric
Company because it will cost a man about $1/2 million
to put in electricity at OrangeHill. I think you should allow
a little period to pass by before you get around to the
nationalisation of the Electric Comapny. Of course, I am
not saying that I do not subscribe to the general views ex-
pressed by the hon. member. An island 21 miles by 14
miles is small enough to be electrified and I would say
that the Light and Power Company has been having its
ways much too long and it is time now that they catch up
to modern trends. I am not an expert but I hear from the
experts that'it is a more expensive thingto lay down pipes
than to run wires in the air,

I hope the Hon. Premier is in some position to tell
us now if it is the intention of the Government to have the
Laws printed in or out of Barbados. 1 do not think that at
this stage of our employment sftuation we should lose any
opportunity in udlising every avenue for securing employ-
ment in England and in the United States of America. I
make this as another plea. Even ifthe Laws can be printed
in England a little better than they canbe printed here, let
us lower down the standard. The present law books which
we have would last another 50 years and they were printed
in Barbados. At this stage, I would say let us have the print-
ing done in Barbados.

AS regards Item 67, Advice on Local Government,
1 believe there is a slip up somewhere. I think we should
delete ‘‘Advice on Local Government'’ and substitute
something more appropriate. This {s not advice on Local
Government, because you have appointed a Local Govern-
ment Commissioner. You are not having any more advice
on this matter.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: We have not appointed
a Local Government Commissioner; somebody is acting
in that position.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, you have created
the post of Local Government Crmmissioner and is not
the person who is acting in this position advising the Gov-
ernment as such? The person is carrying out what the
Government wants done in so far as Local Government
is concerned. You can call the Financlal Secretary the
Adviser to the Hon. Premier but he isappointed as Finan-
cial Secretary. The person who is actingas Local Govern-
ment Commissioner is there to carry outthe duties of that
office in that you say that these are the things which we
want for Local Government.
5.U5 p.m.
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As to the registraton of voters at Local Government
Elections, I have made the appeal that this registratdon
should be put on a proper basis. I am speaking now on
item 68. I feel that you should give the people of Barbados
the opportunity of becoming electors on an easier basis
than what obtains at present; I think that the Act should be
amended in that regard. There is one period for regis-
tration per annum which is in the month of January, and
unless the Registering Officer makes it his business in
the matter to ask people to come and be registered, they
do not do that. If you register in January, you are not elig-
ible to vote until July which is too long a period. If a bye-
election takes place in May ot June, it is time enough for
a man to be able to exercise his vote. I feel that the op-
portunity should be given whereby persons should be able
to register more than once a year. A Registering Officer
has told me that it would not be any particular hardship
on him if the registration is done every quarter. People
are not going to leave their work so as to be registered.

In the Governor’s speech at the opening of the
Legislature, he said that the Government had under con-
sideration the question of single member consttuencies
and the like and I would like to know if it is the intention
of the Government to carry out that proposal, What appears
to me to be necessary is thatwedo what is done in England;
there they set up a Committee of different members
because you are dealing with constituencies which the
present members are representing. If that is going to be
done, and our life is five years - we have two more years
to go and with the amount of work which is required to
be done - 1 do not see that you will get through with it.
A Committee of the House should be set up, agreement
should be reached among members and a Boundaries
Commissioner should be appointed to deal with the boun-
daries.

The other matter which I would like to point out is
that I do not believe that people are exercising their right
of voting, and one of the difficultiesis the manner in which
the polling stations are situated; they do not bear any re-
lation totheareas inwhich the people live. As these polling
stations are situated now, you have to pass your home
and go half a mile in order to vote, and that creates un-
necessary expense if nothing else. If a member represents
a rural area, no member would be lucky enough to get
the required number of people to turn out at the Poll un-
less he is prepared to send a motor car for them. You
cannot expect to get people to walk from St. Andrew down
to St. Peter in order to vote. You have a polling station at
the Coleridge-Parry School to serve the manwho is living
in Half Moon Fort; a man who lives in Road View has to
wend his way to the Coleridge-Parry School instead of being
allowed to vote at the Alexandra School.Inmany instances,
where you have one day for voting, the time which is at
the disposal of people makes it very difficult for you to
get the maximum number of people to vote; you have to
be hustling all day long. I am afraid that on some Election
Day you are likely to get a very serious accident taking
place with the state of affairs which now exists. I feel
that the boundaries should be changed and the polling
stations should be brought closer to reality. Many of them
are at a distance, they are much too far apart - andl
think that the time has come when we should do something
better. On the question of the printing of the Laws and
that of the elections in a general way, I would like the Hon.
Premier to tell us what are the views of the Government
on those questons.

As regards Local Government, I hope that it will
not be amiss for me to say this here; when I was debating
the Commonwealth Parliamentary matter, the Premier
said that he would not sink that Inw, I am sure that when
we were talking about the Local GovernmentAct- 1 am not
concerned with whoever wins an Election or not; I am of
the opinion that whoever wins an Election should rule, and
that is my opinionevenif the personis my bitterest enemy.
If 1 cannot beat you at the polls, then I will not be able to
beat you anywhere else. There are -some people who went
with the Labour Party because they felt that that Party
would win; but when the fire comes on they will run. Some
of them are bonfire politicians and we know that. To be
quite frank in speaking, I would say that I do not associate

the Premfer with the view that he would spurn the voice
of the electorate because I feel that he is a man who has
been in politics for many years and the principles for
which he fought were principles of respect for an Election.
I look upon Socialists a degree higher than Democrats,
but there are those who are not Socialists.

S.15 p.m.

1 look upon socialism as a higher degree than democracy,
because there are democrats in the United States and not
socialists, and I believe that socialism is the emancipation
of the down trodden man, and we should spurn any idea of
having something done against the wishes of the people. 1
would like to see Local Government run in this island,

but I heard someone say today in speaking about it that
the people did not turn out to the polls. If you know the
number of people who vote in the various districts, you
can see that the majority of people in Barbados voted for
people with socialist sympathies; that is a fact in a down
trodden place. Just as in the Local Government Act, it is
going to change in the next ten years because the pressure
people will bring on you must of necessity bring that. We
know that because we realise the pressure they are going
to bring for their advancement. In the ma jority of cases
where there have been elections in the ruralareas, people
have voted for people of one labour complexion or another.
There is no constituency in the rural areas where three
people a&s conservatives were elected; so it is therefore
not a question of saying that people did not turn out; but in
the metropolitan area a different issue was involved and
it is symbolic of people’s thinking that politics is associ-
ated with personality as happened in the days of Christ
and Barabbas, sp you either accept these things or you
don’t. When the people say ‘‘Give us Barabbas,'’ are you
going to give them someone else? Therefore if you have
a situatdon in which you have to accept something you do
not like, it is by the democratic process that you have to
accept it. If any of you would read what Nehru has just.
said of the British Government as ananalogy, if the people

ask for their democratic rights to govern themselves,
whether it be wrong or otherwise, let them have them.

My advice to the Premier in this Local Government
is, whether you like it or not to let the will of the people
prevail. If that did not happen, we would not be in here;
we did not come here at the will of those who do not like us,
and you will know that if the powers that be had enough
power to turn us back, they would do that and put other
people whom they feel should be in here, because even
a newspaper says we have no right in here.

Mr. Chairman, somebody is appealing to you, but
1 should like you to tell the hon. member that I am dealing
with the question of Local Government Elections vote and
the matter is very germane to the subjectl am dealing with.
1 raise these things because you should not be afraid to
hear a point of view on something you do not like, I find
that there is too much impatience by members of the Gov-
ernment to hear views that they do not like. That is one of
the worst aspects of democracy.

Hon. M. E, COX: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order,
I can assure the hon. member that I listen very attentively
even to things I may abhor, but when the hon. member
went off, I was sure he was travelling on a constitutional
question and not really on the registration of voters, and
he knows that. He was bringing something which was not
relevant at the particular time, but 1 do not want to stifle
the debate.

Mr. WALCOTT: Maybe the hon. member did not
hear me. Item 68 is for Reégistration of Voters and Item 69
is for Local Government Elections, so when I raised the
question on Local Government, I did not intend to dilate
more than to point out something and then carry on, and
in so doing I made the suggestion in good faith that it was
dangerous to change up the areas. When it comes to con-
stitutional methods, I am a dear believer in them, not
from the point of view of practising or controlling them,
but from what they mean to the country I live in. I fought
for these things and 1 will fight for them tomorrow. When
you have an electon taking place, no matter whether it
be your friend or foe and the electorate exercises its
right, you must accept that.
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Mr. CHAIRMAN: I just want to make this point to
the Leader of the House. 1 particularly looked up Item 69 -

+¢ Local Government Elections and saw that you were voting

L

$10.000 to meet the cost of elections, and in my opinion
the hon. senfor member for St. Peter was perfectly in order

to speak on the Local Government Elections. (Cheers from
Opposition).

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, 1 shall refrain from
dealing with the Local Government elections, but I would
like to know under Item 53 - Training Fund, about the
amount to be voted which is $130,000, an increase of
$65,000. The note reads as follows: ‘‘To be paid into the
Training Fund in accordance with the provisions of the
Training Scheme.’’

1 know that this money will be well spent, but at the
same time I think that we in this Chamber are entitled to
some knowledge of this Training Scheme, how many students
are being trained, what courses they are undertaking, how
the scholarships are awarded and things of that nature.

Hon. M. E, COX: It has not changed since you have
been a member of the Labour Party.

Mr. TALMA: I am saying that not one of you can get
up and explain the Training Scheme, from the Premier
beck down;only the Chief Secretary, Sir John Saint and
the Public Service Commission would know about it, and
1 challenge the Premier to say he knows something about
it. 1 am aware that there is a Training Scheme and a
Director of Training, but it is not true to say that I know
how the scheme operates, how the various scholarships
are awarded, who awards them and whether strict impar-
dality is meted out, whether the best possible menare
sent for training or whether a lot of good men are left
behind because they are not in-the Ministerial Buildings,
because in the Public Service of this island umless you
happen to be one of the fortunate ones in the Ministerial
Bulldings, you are not considered,no matter what your
qualifications may be. The time has come when the Min-
isters and the Premier should wake up and see after the
administration of the Public Service generally and not
leave it to the Public Service Commission, a body which
is not known particularly, and one which no one can ap-
proach. Unless you happen to be employed in the Minis-
terial Buildings in Bay Street, your services are not con-
sidered.

5.25 p.m.

Hon. M, E, COX: Mr. Chairman, 1 rise on a point
of order. That is not correct. I think the hon. member
ought to know that people go from the Income Tax De-
partment for training, from the Customs and all the other
Departments. 1 would not like the hon. member to develop
that because it is not cight. It gives a wrong impression
and it takes a lot to wipe out a wrong impression.

Mr. TALMA: 1 still maintainthatforemost priority is
granted to the Civil Servants in the Ministerial Buildings
and little or no regardtothe onesin the other Departments
generally. It must be an exceptional case ror one in the
Audit Department, the Treasury or the Accountant -
General's Office to be asked:and when it comes to the De-
partment of Inland Revenue, well that is a specialised
department, like the Department of Science and Agriculture,
and it speaks for itself when you consider.that half of the
revenue is collected from that office. I think the Officers
in that Department are shabbily treated inrespect of com-~
modious quarters. That Office is of sufficient importance
to get similar treatment in this respect as the Civil
Servants in the Ministerial Bulldings.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I rise
on a polnt of order. At one minute the hon. member is
talking sbout training and then atanother minute he is talk-
ing about the Income Tax Office. He does not know what
he is talking about.

Mr. TALMA: 1 amreally sayingthatthe Civil Servants
in the Income Tax Department are deserving of more com-
modious quarters. Do you think I do not know whatl am
talking about? 1 was makingthe point thatunless you happen

to be a Clerk in the Ministerial Buildings or some friend
of somebody, it does not seem as if your services are ap-
preciated and many Civil Servants in the other departments
like the Registration Office, the Public Library, the Courts
and the other departments of Government, youwill find that
training schemes for them are not granted, mor courses
for special training.

1 am simply asking the appropriate Minister who,
1 think, is the Hon. Premier -1 do not believe any other
Minister has anmything to do with that - not to leave it to
the Public Service Commission to say who should be granted
such a privilege. There is a lot of money being spent in
this direction and a lot of people being granted scholarships
and they only come back and writea lot of lengthy Minutes.
A lot of tme is wasted in the Ministerial Bulldings and a
lot of paper is wasted. I do notknow if Barbados is getting
full results as a result of the spending of this large sum
of money.

Mrs. BOURNE: Mr. Chairman, just one word as re-
gards the polling stations. What I would like to draw to
the attention of the Government is that 1 have discussed
this matter with Mr. Chase, the Supervisor of Elections,
because the polling stations in my constituency are not at
convenjent points. I have been made tounderstand that they
are to be reorganised. I feel thatpolling stations should be
sited in the heart of the district,and if those in my con~
stituency are not reorganised they will create a hardship.
My feeling is that polling stations should be so laid out
that the electors should be able to walk to them. There
are two polling booths at the Chalky Mount School which
serve the purposes of the electors from the Chalky Mount
area and from Cambridge. The same thing happens at
St. Simon’s School where there are two groups beiug ca-
tered for and I may say thatthatis one of the largest poll-
ing areas in St. Andrew. I am sure the Hon. Minister has
experienced that in the last bye-election in that parish.
Now, the roads leading to St. Simon have been broken
down for some time now and it is practically impossible
for pedestrians to pass along there; therefore 1 hope when
these stations are reorganised that a polling station will
be erected in the several districts to serve the needs of
the electors in their own districts.

The Supervisor >f Elections told methatit is a ques-
ton of the boundaries of the various districts. However,
1 think I should draw it to the attention of the Government
to have polling stations in these areas.

Mr. STRAUGHN: 1 believe tne Hon. Premier would
have got the answer to these remarks. Speaking under
this same item of Polling Booths, 1 do remember when
we were giving consideration to the amendments to the
Local Government Act that the Premier dropped the hint
that they possibly may have a permanent officer appointed
for this sort of business. 1 wanttoknow if that will be soon
in coming.

Under Item 37, Public Utilities Board, I do not want
to repeat in detail the remarks of the hon. members who
spoke on the matter but as a matter of policy, I do.not
think that the Rediffusion Service should have got in the
homes of everybody before electricity.

1 would like a little explanation as regards Item 12,
Expenses of Motlon Picture Production. 1 notice that
there is a decrease by $l111 from last year's estimates.
I just want to make the point that I think this means that
the Motion Picture side of the Visual Aids Section is going
to be making fewer pictures this year. Is that so?

Hon. Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I want
to answer just one.or two of the questions. The first is on
the question of training. I have nothing to do with it and
I do not want to have anything to do with it. It is purely
a matter for the Director of Training. 1, myself, do not
know when one of the staff of my Ministry is selected to
go on training. We are notified out of sheer courtesy that
such and such an officer is granted leaveto go on training,
5.35 p.m.

1 am sorry to see that a politician of the calibre of the
hon. senior member for Christ Church sheuld want to
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take a thing of this sort and infuriate the minds of cer-
tain Civil Servants as to this question of training. You
cannot train everybody at one time,no matter how much
money you may have. In every year ----

Mr TALMA: On a point of order. I did not make any
attempt to infuriate the minds of anybody; I was only try-
ing to explain that certain Civil Servants in certain De-
partments are ignoredand those at the Ministerial Buildings
are given priority.

Hon. Dr. H, G. H. CUMMINS: Whether that is so or
not, 1 do not know and 1 do not want to know either. This
is a matter for the Public Service Commission, the Civil
Servants and the Director of Training. When the hon. mem-
ber says that except you are in the Ministerial Buildings
you are ignored, what does he mean to do other than to
infuriate the minds of people? Again, I say thatl do not
see that the hon.member should want to infuriate the
minds of people.

On the question of the printing of the laws, there will
be sometime before that is done, because it will take the
Commissioner at least two years before this job is done.
We are getting all the information we can locally as to
the likely cost of printing and as to the method of printdng,
and when the time comes we will decide what should be
done. 1 want to say that the claims of local printers will
not be ignored.

As regards the question of registration, with the
establishment of L.ocal Councils, the system of registra-
tion will be altered; the Councils will be responsible for
the registration of voters in their particular areas. The
whole matter has to be gone into but we may have to set
up a central authority and the Clerks will send in informa-
tion to this Central Authority. All of that is just specula-
tion at the moment, but we are assured that the Clerks
in the different districts will be responsible for the regis-
tration of voters. Whether this registration is to be done
quarterly or annually, that is a matter which will have to
be arranged and directions will be given accordingly.
Those are the points which I wanted to answer.

Mr. WALCOTT: 1 thank the Premier very much for
his reply; but in so far as the Clerks are concerned, what
I would like to draw to the Premier’s attention or rather
what I should like to ask him is whether he agrees that the
present Act is restrictive; it does notpermityou to reglis-
ter more than once a year, whichis resurictive, It has been
drawn to my attention that people even had difficulty in
registering only in January. When a man isfree and would
like to go and be registered, the Registering Officer may
register him, but if the Registering Officer refuses to do
so,there is no going back. Today you have thousands of
people - you take Carrington’s Village; in that District
itself there should be a Polling Staton. This matter will
require a lot more investigation, but we should not have
the polling stations set up at such inconvenient points as
those at which they are now. What we are suffering from
is having a low poll, but those of us who are poor people
cannot get voters to the polls in order that they may cast
their votes. ] say that the voting should be made so easy
for people that you do not regard it as any penalty.

1 live in Bank Hall Road but I have to go up to Hinds-
bury Road S0 as to cast my vote; that is too large an area
for you to say that people should go there and vote, There
are enough of us who live in Bank Hall Road who could
vote at the Empire Club. Mr. Chairman, this matter has
some effect on you and the effectis that you live in an area
where there is a low poll. You do not get more than one-
third of the people to vote because the voting is difficult
in the manner in which the polling stations are set out.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman. I should like to
reply to a few points which were raised, but before I
deal with the onc which properly belongs to me, I want
to correct the hon. senior member for Christ Church.
He said that only people who work at the Ministerial
Bulldings are selected to go on these courses. I attempted
to correct the hon. member but he still made the state-
ment. 1 have here a list of several people who have been
selected for these courses and they are from various

Departments . Inchuded in this List are Messrs P.D,
Lopez, Parris, Deane , Bradshaw, Clarke, Cadogan,
Bellamy, Jackman, Murray, Miss Alleyne, Messrs R. C,
Springer, Kirk, Edwards, Lt. O.F. C. Walcott, Johnson,
Osborne, Hood, Austin, Maloney, H. Walcott, Knight,
Kellman, Quintyne, St.Hill, Cox, Collymore, Husbands,
Chase, Isaacs, Taylor, T.E, Clarke, Dr. Raeburn, Misses
Springer, Payne, Mrs. Gay, Messrs Phillips, Henderson,
Sealy, Ward, Straughn. - All of these, as I have already
said, have been selected to go on courses and they have
been selected from various Departiments.

5.45 p.m.

In the Police Department those trained were Sub-
ordinate Officers, Broomes, Clarke, Foster, Graham,
Griffith, Harewood, King, Lynch, Murrell, Skeete, Straughn,
Symmonds, Williams, Piggott, Armstrong, Hutson, Tulle
and Walcott. 1 called those names so that members can
see the inaccuracies which are given to this House from
time to time unfortunately by members on the other side.
All those are persons who have had training in these
courses from that Item, and no one whom 1 have called
concerns the Ministerial Buildings: so you will see that
the various Government Departments have had men trained
as I told this House not long ago.

With regard to the point raised by the hon. senior
member for St. Joseph in respect of the installation of
electricity in St. Joseph, 1 should like to inform him that
it is only about a month and a half or two months since
this partcular Item was passed on to my portfolio, and
1 had the Manager in and discussed this very question, and
points were raised about electrifying the whole island and
especially those areas from which application had been
made by people living in the area for electricity. 1 made
it abundantly clear to the Manager that that utility was
established in this island many years ago and long enough
that electricity should have and could have touched every
point in this island, and I made it clear to him that the
Government viewed with abhorrence the question of the
Electric Company making people pay these exorbitant
prices for the installation of electricity. I made it clear
that it was unfair and unreasonable to ask these people to
capitalise the Electric Company and that in essence when
you apply for electricity and you are told that you have to
pay $X for so many poles and so on, after you have paid
for these poles the Electric Company can attach wires on
them in the same area without offering any reduction or
refund of the money you pay, and therefore you are capi-
talising the Electric Company, which is wrong in principle.
Of course they look on this thing in a short-term manner
rather than over a long period of years, and so they force
poor people to pay these extravagant prices for the in-
stallation of electricity. I told the Manager inno uncertain
manner that we were strongly opposed to it and that that
policy must be changed.

1 should also like to mention that 1 was assured by
the Manager that as soon as they were able to raise a loan
they would be pushing electricity in the various areas in-
cluding St. Andrew, and that practice would not be continued
.on the same scale as it had been in the past and is today.
In so far as the Public Utilides Act is concerned, 1 think
members ought to know that if persons feel aggrieved be-
cause of the high demand for installations, or in the absence
of electricity being installed in the area, they can appeal
to the Public Udlities Board and the Board has power to
demand the Electric Company to install at their expense
electricity in the areas requested. Thatis something which
is provided for in the Act although perhaps it might not
have been too often used; but 1 do assure members that 1
am in deep sympathy with those persons who find it dif-
ficult to obtain electrfcity, and I do feel that it is the duty
of the Company having the monopoly in this country through
the right to import duty-free into this island all the ma-
chinery, equipment, vehicles and everything used in the
production of electricity to install electricity in every
nook and cranny in this island. I therefore want to assure
hon. members that as long as 1 have anything to do with
this partcular Item, 1 am golng to press as severely as
I possibly can to seethatelectricityisinstalled at as early
a date as possible into these various areas, and also to
discourage the Company from inflicting upon the unfortun-
ate people what I consider tobeanunfair and unreasonable

y
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demand for the payment of supplying poles and things of
that nature, :

I should like to assure the hon. junior member for
St. James that I was given that assurance by the Cempany
because | raised the point which he raised, and a few peo-
ple from St. James have approached me on this matter.
I raised the point and the Manager gave me the assurance
that in the very near future the lines will be passing through
Orange Hill. Again, Sir, 1 wanttore-assure the Committee
that this i{s a matter with whichlam directly concerned, and
which I am actively pursuing in the interest of those per-
sons who find it impossible at the moment to have elec-
tricity.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, I thank the Hon. Minister
for the explanation relative to the area of Branchbury. 1
am very glad to know that he hastaken it up with the Man-
ager, but I am asking him to senda Minute to the Manager
as soon as possible asking him not to hold §t up, because
when 1 was a little boy I had to go to the Manager and he
promised me to do it soon, but I am a big man now, and
he has not done it. The Manager may tell you ‘‘soon’,
but the people in Branchbury would still not be enjoying
the privilege of a little electricity. You know, Sir, as well
as I do, thatthereare certainhomes which have been wired
for the last five or six years, the lines pass practically at
the front of these homes and yet the Company cannot see
fit to turn in the service. 1 feel that it is not fair to the
people of this country; they can do it but they just would
not.

1 do not know whether Rediffusion comes under your
portfolio, but some people in this country are going to die
and go to heaven andnot be able to enjoy one of these boxes
in their homes owing to the place wherethey live, because
Rediffusion is only installing the service in those homes
where they can run the wires from house to house and are
not prepared to put down a few poles.

5.55 p.m.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am speaking to the hon. senior
member for St. Joseph. This is a question of Public
Udlides.

Mr. SMITH: 1Is Rediffusion not one?
Mr. CHAIRMAN: Oh no.

Mr. SMITH: 1 am very sorry; I thought so. Well, I
think the Government should take it from them soon be-
cause I am sure Government will be able to make some
money as the people would have to bring the money to the
Government themselves. 1 am glad in one way thatitis
a private company, andl am sorryinthe other. I am asking
my Government to consider turning over the buses to pri-
vate enterprise and bringing in Rediffusiont

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Chairman, I am very glad to bear
of the extension of the electricity throughout the island of
Barbados and 1 am thankful for the patience of the Govern-
ment in this matter because the Government has been wait-
ing for a very long time on this company to extend its
services. ] am sure thatwherever thereare poles carrying
electricity along the roads the people in the country dis-
tricts like those in Bridgetownwill have their homes wired.
1 am therefore hoping that the Government will force the
Barbados Light and Power Company to extend its services
of electricity in my parish and, as my hon. colleague has
said today; if we get electricity in St. Andrew, it will be
like a Hght shining in dark places. I can assure this Hon.
Committee that there are a lot of people in my parish
who have refrigerators only waiting to get electricity to
put them in use. :

1 have listened to the Hon. Minister who spoke on
this subject. Let me tell him that we have tried our best
efforts to implore the authorities of the Barbados Light
and Power Company to extend its services in my parish.
This 1s a small country and there is no reason why elec-
tticity should not be extended everywhere in it. As the
hon. seniar member for St. Joseph has said about Redif-
fusion, 1 am sure that that service is extended in my

parish and when the kerosene lamps go out, the people
cannot see to turn on or turn off Rediffusion. I would be
very thankful to Government if it tried its best to force
the hands of the Barbados Light and Power Compeny to
extend its services throughout the whole island of Barbados.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, I am going to re-
fer to a few items under this Head. The first is item 30
Telephone rentals, transfers and installations. I remember
only a few months ago drawing to the attention of the Gov-
ernment the necessity for removal of the telephone at the
Police Station at District ‘*E’’ as its position is the cause
of grave Inconvenience to the litigants, officials of that
Court and the practitioners who of necessity have to be
there from time to dme. After all, one should not have
to be contdnually referring to it year after year and meet-
ing after meeting. Let the Minister whose responsibility
it is,1f he is in doubt of the information,take a run down
there and see how far the telephone is from that part-
cular Court,.

Further, I think they should get together and have a
confab with the Telephone Company as to the placing of
public telephones in the different rural areas. Unless you
go out of St. Michael, youwillnotrealise the inconvenience
to which people are subjected in the country districts
when they want a phone message for a doctor, priest or
such person. They have to depend on the good mercies
and good moods of the factory manager so as to enable
themn to have the use of the telephone at the factory. Pri-
vate houses are few in which they have telephones installed,
and there is the necessity for public telephones in the
country districts. If the Telephone Company is not progres-
sive enough to instal instruments of a-penny-in-the-slot
for a phone message, well then, the Government should
step in and instal it for them. Of course, the penny in the
slot instruments would be preferable and would beaccept-
ed by the poor people of the district. They would prefer
to pPay a penny instead of begging s mamager, with whom they
may have just had a quarrel about the low prices for their
canes, to let them use the phone because, say, one of their
children has just got a toe cut and they would like to get
the doctor. Thig is something which should be taken up
by the Hon. Minister with the Telephone Compeny. They
really would prefer to have slot machines which may be
used at, say, a penny per phone call. However, it may be
necessary for the Government to instal these telephones
throughout the country districts so that the people should
not be subjected to the embarrassments to which they are
now put today by asking sometimes an unfriendly and mis-
erable type of person for the use of their private phone,
AS a matter of fact, as I understand the contract which is
more honoured in the breach, it is only the person who
rents the phone and the residents of that house who are
eligible to use that phone.

AS regards the queston of the public utility of elec-
tricity of which so much has just been said, I want to add
my quota and to remind hon. members that long ago, in
1946, the present Federal Prime Minister said at a public
meeting in Pie Cormer, St. Lucy, that the residents of
that district would soon have electricity because the Gov-
ernment would be nationalising the Electric: Company
within six months and will extend the services to that
district. Whathas transpired since that time is that the
then Premier has gone off and he is succeeded by another
who has not repeated his promise and we have not yet
had electricity there yet, and there is so much talk about
electricity and what has to be done that apparently we
may not see it being extended to that district in the life-
time of the present Government. Of course, the present
Government has only two more years to run.

As regards Item 34, Leave Passages, 1 am not
going to make any particular comment on that now but |
am just reminding the Government, as I mentdoned in my
second reading speech, that just as thoy are reconsider-
ing this question of the public utility, they should at the
same time give reconsideration to this question of leave
passages.

Mr. Chairman, you will see that only a short while
ago the amount for this purpose was $69,565 and in 1956-
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viate the sufferings of the residentsin St. Simon’s district.
In the case of damage to the Haggatts Bridge these people
are marooned, there being no alternative road.lhave been
informed that the Soil Conservationist has to remain at
Sedgepond. 1 would like to see some work done to the
Turner Hall road so as to assist the residents in the St.
Simon's district. There is also the King Street road to be
extended to lead into Bawdens and River Road so as to
provide an alternative road for the residents to get out.
There is also the road leading into Boscobelle village; that
road was dug up when the work of soll conservation was
being done, and now it needs to be repaired. I know that
many of the tourists use that road when going to Pico
Teneriffe, or St. Lucy's Lighthouse and the Animal
Flower Cave. I would like to see some thing done there.

. It is only recently that wewere discussing the matter
of paved drains; now that these drains have been paved,
the 'sanitary’ condition. is something regrettable. The
Sanitary Authorities have informed me that looking after
these drains is the responsibility of the Highways and
Transport workers and the cantonniers, and that they are
supposed to take care of the cleaning of these drains. If
that is so, I would like to ask the Hon. Minister to give
directdons to have these drains cleaned immediately be-
cause there are huge masses of cans, bottles and all sorts
of things lying there. 1 see that the cantonniers are
sweeping the stuff into the drains and blocking the water
which is flowing into private residences.l would like to see
these drains being kept in a tidy condition.

I'would also like to see a continuation of the work on
the tenantry roads which are being constructed. When these
roads are being constructed thereis also the need for water
and so on.

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Chairman, 1 should just like to
say that whereas hon. members have spoken about new
road signs, I think {t would be a good idea to have inter-
national road signs and we should haveinternational licen-
ces as well. That is one of those things which go unnoticed.
In providing for these signs, I hope that some consideration
will be given to the question of having international signs.
I think that if we have international signs they would be
understood easily by all concerned.

" The Item on which I really want to speak is ltem 27
‘‘Unestablished Staff’’. Seeing that there is an increase
of a little more than $100,000 in the amount of this item,
1 want to know if the 26 people involved in St. Andrew and
St. Thomas with whom there has been some difficulty a
few months ago, have been included in this vote. 1 hope that
they have been included.

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, I am speaking on Item 66
**Highway Improvements’’. In respect of thatltem, the sum
of -$95,880 is being voted and the note says: ‘‘For detalls
see Appendix 7*’. In Appendix 7 you will see the various
purposes for which this money will be needed; in that
Appendix there is the last Item: ‘' Repair and maintenance
of various drains in Christ Church’’. I would like to draw
the Minister’s attention to the fact that there is a very
dangerous corner just above Charnocks; it is an *'S" bend
really and it is dangerous to motorists. This is the main
highway leading to the Crane, and Sam Lord’s Castle; it is
a road over which the buses havetotravel from day to day.
1 am wondering whether the Minister of Communications
would make a special note of this particular ‘‘S’’ bend and
see if it 18 possible to do somethingabout it. The Minister
would probably recall that certain improvements were
made to the ‘S’ bend at Spencers; I hope he will make &
special note of this and see if he could not go straight
across the field and avoild probably two *‘S" bends. This is
the arés which abuts and abounds Mr. Johnnie Webster's
house. .

6.45 p.m. . .
If thit were done the distance would effect a saving as
far as repairs in future are concerned.

. While we gre on that, I would like to bring to the at-
tention. of the Minister that there are numerous other
corners which need straightening. I am hoping now that
" we are going in for tourism on a big scale and now that

our Airport is being reconstructed and modernised, that
the main approach which leads to the Alrport- and 1 refer
to Maxwell Road - will be considered and that sometime
later in this year the Minister will bring down some Sup-
plementary Resolution to have the Maxwell Main Road
widened and have side-walks constructed on either side of
that road, because that road is a sort of race track, and
in many cases you find motorists generally accelerating
their speed along that road. That road is constantly tra-
versed by motorists and buses, and now that we have the
opportunity of widening that road, we should move on
time and not wait untl it {s very difficult or impossible
to have that road widened and side-walks constructed
along it; it would make a very good road for motorists
and would at the same time be very useful to the people in
that area. 1 am hoping that the Minister will look into that
because we have to modernise and improve our road
services.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, 1 want to draw to the
attention of the Hon. Minister the state of affairs relative
to the action of the authorities of Highways and Transport.
1 am speaking on Item 44 - Parish Roads.

1 know that the Police Department generally transfers
policemen from Station to Station so that every policeman
would know the island and I am in agreement with that;
but I do not know the reason why the Highways and Trans-
port Department should transfer an ordinary casual la-
bourer from St. Joseph to St. Andrew. The only reason
1 can see for that could be to hurry and haste away the
Hves of these poor workers, because if a man has to go
from Bathsheba ‘or Foster Hall or from St. Elisabeth’s
Village to the other end of St. Andrew, Gregg Farm, and
Boscobelle, he is only suited afterwards to be in a box.
What work can he do after such a long and arduous walk?
It is the height of foolishness because he cannot give you
a day's work and you are bound to lose. I am asking the
Minister to go into it and see that it is stopped immedi-
ately, because it does not serve the Government any use-
ful purpose. 1 cannot believe thereasonthathas been given
for this action; I was told that the money at St. Joseph
had been exhausted while the money at St. Andrew was just
flowing, and rather than lay off theworkers they were sent
to St. Andrew. If that is so, then why send the St, Andrew
workers to St. Joseph? 1 feel that if the money was ex-
hausted at St. Joseph, the Minister would have brought a
Resolution to this House in order to provide the necessary
money for the people working in St. Joseph; sol do not
know how to belleve that, and I hope that the Minister will
put his foot down on it immediately.

Now, Sir, there are a few residents of the Coconut
Grove District who told me that they had sent a petiion
to the Ministry asking the Minister to give them a road
leading from Coconut Grove to St. Sylvans Village but up
to now nothing has been done. 1 told them to give me a
chance as the Estimates would soon have been coming up
as 1 did not like to be worrying these Ministers; but yes-
terday one of the residents came to me and said I would
not help them with the road. He said ‘‘Homie just got in
the House of Assembly and they are giving roads up White
Mill down St. Andrew and all about’’. Here it is;the hon.
member on my left, the hon. junior member for St, Andrew
has not yet entered the House properly and he is getting
roads, and I am an old man looking to go back whence
1 came and carmot get the consideraton of the Coconut Grove
Road. Government would have no difficulty in getting it.
I am told that there is an old road which had been aban-
doned, but there is still a path from Coconut Grove through
Parks Yard down to the Highway. The other night I was
going to a meeting in St. Andrew and 1 wanted to pass
through there for quickness, but when I got there a bar
was up, If] were driving a lorry 1 would have passed, but
the car's radiator and front gril] would have been too soft.
I am asking the Minister to take this seriously and take
over that road from Parks Plantation; this is no time to
be putting up bars across roads; we have passed that stage.
1 remember an occasion when the Magistrate at District
F could not pass. One day he did not give a decision in
favour of the hig boss at Bissex Hill and when he left the
Station to go home he found the road blocked. Gavernmeat
took over that road and I am askirig them to take this road
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now from Parks Plantation and allow the people from Co-
conut Grove to pass freely, because it is not fair to them
for a man to have such a good road for his uses only. You
can take it away from him and pay him for it. The Minister
knows of this because 1 took him or he took me through
one day a piece of road leading from Foster Hall Planta-
tion to the Tent Bay area. I do not know if you know, Sir,
but up to now the road has not been done. You and I and
one of the engineers visited that site, andl am asking you,
Sir, to see to it that this particular road leading from
Foster Hall to the Tent Bay area is repaired.

6.55 p.m.

There is also a path down the railway track from the Tent
Bay area leading you to the Social Centre. There is a par-
ticular spot there where the people cannot walk because it
is in a bad state of disrepair and a man complained to me
some time ago telling me that one of his children fell down
there some nights ago. It is a pathway for these people;
therefore, it should be either stopped or repaired. Itis
the only existing pathway from Bathsheba to the Social
Centre and I hope that very soon the engineers would go
down there and see what can be done so as to help the
people in that area because I would not like to hear of any
more mishaps down there. 1 feel that the people of Tent
Bay should not have any more grouses relative to that
same pathway because they were asking that it be re-
paired long years ago. Let us take the matter into our
hands and do all we can to remedy all these grievances.
Let us correct them in the early. Let us show the people
of this country that we are here to help them and that we
are quite willing to help them andthatwe are going to help
them as soon as possible. Let me warn the hon. members
of this House that long promises are not taking any more
effect on the people. They have got to know that long
promises do not mean anything; therefore, let us get to
work and do the work for the people.

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Chairman, 1, too, know of these
roads in St. Andrew and in various places which areina
bad state of repair. I can say that there are plenty of
roads to be repajred in St. Andrew. I have heard the hon.
member on my right, the hon. senior member for St.
Joseph, say that since ‘‘Homie'' has got into the Housé of
Assembly plenty of roads in the Hillaby area have been
done. I must say that some of these roads for which they
have given me praise were repaired before 1 got into the
House.

Mr. CHAIRMAN left the Chair and Mr. SPEAKER

took the Chair.

Mr. SPEAKER: It now being 7 0’clock, this sitting now
stands suspended until 7.45 o’clock.

On re-assembling.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: Mr. Speaker, I observe that
there 1s no quorum and I am asking you to instruct the
Clerk to ring the Bell.

The Bell was rung and a quorum was obtained,

HOUSE RESUMES COMMITTEE ON THE
APPROPRIATION BILL, 1959-60

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
resumed Committee on the Appropriasion Bill, Mr. BRYAN
in the Chair,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Just before the suspension of the
sitting, the hon. junior member for St. Andrew was address-
ing the Chair,

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Chairman, 1 must co-operate with
the hon. senior member for St. Andrew as regards what
she said consisting of the roads that have been repaired and
those which have been constructed in St. Andrew. There
are many roads which because of their bad state of
disrepair the poor people are suffering from, especially
those in the Whitehall area. The people in this area have
to head canes twice in order that they may be able to get
‘them to the nearest place where a loxrry can take them
to the factory. Corbins Village has cne outlet. The bridge
is broken down and the people are isolated. That village
in in the same condition as St. Simon’'s is today. If the

road there which is broken is connected from Lakes to
the old railway bridge, people would be able to get in and
out. It is only about 50 rods which need to be done to
connect the two roads and so as toconnect Corbins Village
with Belleplaine: and if that is done when tourists are on
a visit in the area, they would be able to circle around to
the sea from there. If we do not get these roads repaired,
our island would be like a horsehoe, that is to say, the
people from both sides of the island can come and look
at Belieplaine but they cannot reach it. They can take a
stone and throw it in Belleplaine but they cannot get over
to it.

I am asking the Hon. Minister of Communications
to call upon the Director of Highways and Transport and
ask him to allow a bulldozer to excavate those spots and
put them in a condition that poor people would be able to
cross them. In the Whitehall area there is a peasant by
the name of Mr. Bayley who reaped sixteen tons of canes
and on account of the condition of the roads there, he paid
$90 for cutting and heading and then $37.60 for transport-
aton. When he finished paying the cost of reaping the
sixteen tons, he only had $12 to pay for manure and culti-
vaton and the caring of the crop.

7.50 p.m.

If we were to get that road done, there are thousands of
tons of canes which would be coming through that area
and the people of the area would profit asg a result. ltis
only a question of the Minister going down there and see-
ing things for bimself, 1 am waiting to see if the Minister
is going down there when we have concluded the considera-~
ton of the Estimates. If this work is done, this Labour
Government would be praised throughout the history of
Barbados in that it was this Government which got these
roads repaired in order that the people could get out their
produce. It would be a consolation to the people and an
elevation of this Labour Government.

We must extend that Road to King Street and that
would also be a consolation to the people. We cannot ex~
pect that this Government would be able to do everything
in a year or two. I am not against what is being done, but
I am asking the Government to do some of the most im-
portant work first. I am quite sure thatif we got this work
done we would be praised for it; so I am asking the Hon,
Minister at a convenient season to go and look up these
places and see the hundreds of tons of canes which people
have to head out. We did have a road in the area but it
was not properly excavated. I want to say that even when
the Parochial Authoritdes used to repair the roads they
used to sweep and clean the gutters. That does not take
place nowadays. I hope that the Director will send out and
excavate these roads.

Mr. SEARLES: Mr. Chairman, I have been listening
to quite a lot of talk from the various hon. members. We
have a Northern unit and thatunit must operate as a whole.
No individual parish can claim any special right: and if
the Government has to undertake repairs they will have
to go behind the Conservative Officer and deal with those
roads in St. Andrew or St. Joseph in the first place. Al-
though we may be in favour of what has been said, the
Government cannot undertake the work in that way. It is
of no use working on a sc¢heme and then find that the road
is all washed away. We want to have an over-all scheme;
we cannot deal with any particular parish without the co-
operation of the others. I am quite in sympathy with these
people, but the matter must come from the right direction.
1 would leave the matter in the bands of the Government,
feeling quite sure that the Government will do everything
for the benefit of the commumity.

Hon. R, G, MAPP: Mr. Chsirman, the hon, senior
member for St. Peter referred to the section in Bank Hall
Cross Road, St. Michael, right near where he lives and
also to the Eagle Hall section. The Hon. Leader of the
Opposition has also referred to these dangerous intersec-
tons. I can inform the Committee that we intend this year
to improve these intersections and crossings especially
with regard to those same roads to which the hon. mem-
ber his referred. We know that there is a very dangerous
blind corner there; {f you are coming from Eagle Hall you
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have to come right out to the mainroad before you can see
up and down the road. There is also the question of the
Eagle Hall intersection which we have to improve as well
as the Bank Hall, Hindsbury and Bridge Road intersections.
It is also very important that these intersections should
be improved because they are roads along which the lor-
ries carrying sugar are travelling, and these lorries will
be a little bigger than the average lorries which are being
used today. We have plans to carry out these improvements
in the very near future. '

The hon. junior member for St. Lucy also enquired
as to whyitis thatless mileage of roads are being repaired
and surfaced and drained in his parish as compared with
the parishes of St. Joseph and St. Andrew. I wonder if he
finds any consolation in the fact that he has as much good
mileage down there as he will find in St. Michael. 1 sup-
pose that the parish of St. Lucy has had such good repre-
sentation and has had the ears of the past Director of High-
ways and Transport to such an extent that that parish
only needs two miles of road repaired as compared with
the parish of St. Amdrew. 1 should like to say that even
the hon. jurior member for St. Andrew will admit that the
parish. of St. Andrew is a proposition by itself. That parish
poses a unique problem; those of us who know the roads
down there will admit thatSt. Simons Road would take quite
a lot of money to put it into good shape.

8.00 p.m.

Mr. Chairman, I am. only too aware of the needs of the
people from that area ahd know how difficultit is for them
to get out. They complain that they are cut off and cannot
easily get in or out. | am verywell aware of the difficulty,
but we are tying this scheme with the Soil Conservation
Scheme because it is very necessary that both Depart-
ments should work hand in hand as it is no use repairing
a road today and having part of it slip the next day. We
are carrying out new forms of drainage so that the water
can be carried off more easily than in the past and not
affect the roads, and I think both representatives of the
parish know that it is a fact that the roads are standing
up better now than in the past. The road at Murphy's
Bottom has been subjected to a lot of pressure and yet
it is holding as distinct from past years, and 1 think that
is a very good achievement.

1 think, Sir, that it is very necessary that we should
carry out the Soil Conservation Scheme first and not go
ahead and repair roads to find that we are wasting money,
throwing money into the drain or into the sea or over the
bridge. The hon. junior member for St. Andrew himself
corrected the hon. senior member for St. Josephwho him-
self felt that by some magic he had got a road repaired
since he has been in this House.

Mr. SMITH: On a point of order, I did not say that
the junior member for St. Andrew worked magic. I said
that a man from Coconut Grove came to me and told me
what he did and I repeated it here, and if you want me to
call his name, it is Simeon Hinkson. I know the hon. junior
member for St. Andrew cannot work any more miracles
than he worked on Election Day. (Cheers).

Hon. R, G, MAPP: Mr. Chairman, that is a miracle
which all of us would like to work and I wish the hon.
member who has just sat down good luck.l am sorry that
he did not give me a hint about the petition he referred to
for consideration of the road from Coconut Grove to St.
Sylvans Village, because thereare somany petitions from
all over the island that I would have to bring out a special
file. As a rule hon. members do not raise these special
pedtdons because we go into them very thoroughly and
very speedily. I do not know the particular area to which
he is referring, but he said he took me somewhere near
there.

Mr. SMITH: On a point of order, 1 said that he took
me or I took him to Foster Hall area and not to the Coco~
nut Grove area.

Hon. R. G, MAPP: However, Mr. Chairman, those
are things that we go into very speedily; we do not allow
the grass to grow all over our feet and the roads before

S S T

we inquire into them. This seems to be a big problem
like many others we meet. The hon. member said it was
a case of somebody blocking the roads; we know that es-
tates block roads, but how can they block public roads?

Mr. SMITH: On a point of order, Mr. Chairman, the
particular road to which I referred is a private road, but
it is the only road which is easy for the people of the Co-
conut Grove area, and sometimes they are allowed to use
it while at other tmes it is blocked off. I am asking him
to take that road from Parks Plantation and make ita
public Highway. 1 referred to the private road at the other
end of Bissex Hill which was blocked bff because the Magis-
trate did not give a decision in favour of the owner and
Government had to take over that road. Ifeel that they can
do the same thing now with the Parks Road.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, all these things
will be gone into and people will be facilitated. That is
the policy of Government. We have administered quite
amply during those years and it will be completed.

As regards the other point, the difficulties of can-
tonniers were raised by both members for St. Joseph.
If hon. members would refer to the Item which deals with
cantonniers, they will see that an increase has been pro-
vided for them because we are bringing in these workers
which the hon. member referred to and paying them as
cantonniers. We could not do it last time because we took
over these romds after the Esimates were passed, but we
have provided now in the Estimates for them so that the
difficultdes towhich they have referred will no longer occur.
1 will bear the other suggestions of which I have made
notes, in mind and see that they are attended to.

The question that the sum of $1,401,328 under
Head XXXII - Highways and Transport - stand part of the
Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

Head XXXIII - Civil Aviation - was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS; Mr. Chairman, I beg
to move that the sum of $119,404 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M, E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question that the sum of $119404 under
Head XXXIII - Civil Aviation - stand part of the Schedule
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Head XXXIV - Electrical Inspection - was called.

Hon. Dr. H. Gu Hc wMM!NS: Mr. m‘mn. 1 mg to
move that the sum of $10,586 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E, COX: I beg to second that.

The question that the sum of $10,586 under
Head XXXIV - Electrical Inspection - stand part of the
Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

Head XXXV - Housing - was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H, CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I beg
to move that the sum of $92,605 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M, E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman,ldonotwant to be long oa
this, but as regards Housing, 1 have been getting some
complaints regularly from people who informed me that
they have been threatenmed and in some cases their house
was put up for sale. I know that happens when they do not
pay their instalments, and it is disgraceful to know that
there are some people who have had houses from the
Housing Authority who do not make any instalments, and
it is disgraceful to know that there are some people who
have had houses from the Housing Authority who do not
make any instalments at all. In some cases some make
two instalments in five years. I know that the Authority
cannot get along too well or fast if everybody did the same
thing, but it is a very hard thing to put these people out
of their homes or sell them out. 1 feel tnat in the same
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way that you have compelled employers to stop out Income
Tax, you should pass legislation to compel the employers
to stop out a certain amount of the workers’ wages to pay
for their homes, because there are some people with a
belief that if they pay their bills they would die, and nobody
wants to die. In order to help them and in order not to put
them out to the wolves or the cold, you should make ar-
rangements whereby money could be taken from the work-
ers’ wages.

One man came to my garage and told me that his
house was put up for sale and one of the Inspectors or
whatever you call them told him that he was going to bring
a man from town to buy it. I asked him why,but he did
not know, though he said that the man would give him more
for the house. I know what the man is speaking of is true,
and 1 am asking the Minister to think of my suggestion
so that we can pass legislatdon whereby employers can
stop out a certain amount of their workers’ wages to pay
the Authority, and then you will not have to sell these
houses out. I know it is the people’s fault and you must
get back the money, although some people have been tell-
ing these workers not to pay it back because it was their
money. Responsible people in the community were telling
them that and the people believed them; yetyou still should
not sell these houses out. You helped these people because
they were knocking about, but ft is only through ignorance
that they have not been paying their instalments; so you
have to find ways and means to collect your money.

With regard to the general workers’ loan, I under-
stand that the policy is co have a permanent structure or
to repair. You might as well tell people that you are not
going to help them because if a man has a house already
he would not want one. How many people would be able
to put up a permanent structure? They would have to own
the land before a permanent structure could be erected,
and that i{s tantamount to saying that you are not helping
them at all because it is impossible for a man who really
wants help, I hope the Minister will correct me if I am
wrong and be able to tell me as soon as I sit down whether
it is true, and the reasonforit, that a permanent structure
must be erected or the money must be used for repairs
and not for building.

Mr. WALCOTT: On this question of Housing, I am
going to be very straightforward and say this: the time
has come when this low thinking and low standards in Bar-
bados must cease. Too many people in Barbados in every
walk of life accept these low standards asa divine dispen-
sation, This feeling permeates the minds of people in this
community because the leaders accept this idea that be-
cause we live in a community and{tis & poor one, we have
of necessity to accept low standards, Now this whole ques-
tion of Housing arises out of low standards and you per-
petuate them. The time has come that we must stop think-
ing of building an 18’x9' or an 18'x10’ house for 2 man and
scotching it on four stones and nearly every ten years he
bas to repair the house. You must make a bold attempt.

There are no Crown lands in this island and nobody
" has land as such; land does not really belong to peaple;
you come to earth and find it and you have to realise it
at some time or other when you pass legislation in the
interest of the people where land is concerned in taking
away their property.
8.10 p.m.
You will find that as regards housing, youhave reached the
stage where there should be a complete reorientation of
your views on this question. There are grasslands in this
island and a lot of unused land. You still find today a pro-
perty standing on 10 acres of land and the greater part of
that land is unused with nothing growing on it. As an ex-
ample you can drive from the corner of Culloden Road to
Chelston and you find all that area without any habitation.
You must say in cases like thatthat You must commandeer
that land in order to raise the standard of housing in Bar-
bados.

In Antigua, the Government there undertook from the
Antigua Syndicate to lease land on the basis of providing

. proper housing. ,
You have this experiment of building 18X9 houses.

The time bas come when you should build proper flats and
when you go to the country districts to extend your housing
scheme, you should concentrate on building flats. Do not
tell me that the man is goingtolive in an 18 X § house be-
cause he can get two rooms in itbut he is not going to live
in something which is better because it is a flat. You will
never raise the standard of living if you continue to think
in those terms. You cannot raise the standard when some
of our people are living in the same way as they were 300
years ago, becausg you have not got out of them that way
of living in an 18 X 9 with nothing else attached to it.

I would like the Hon. Minister of Trade and the whole
Committee to understand this. The Minister said thatl made
a statement without foundationagainsta Civil Servantand he
made the remark that the person was of unimpeachable
character. He also said that a man came to'me and tried
to make beleve that | was making a statement against
some person. I am goingtoasktheHon. Minister what pro-
gress has been made in the investigationthatwas supposed
to be going on in respect of the man whose name I men-
tioned to him and against whom I have an affidavit signed
by a Justice of the Peace with evidence forwarded to the
proper authorities. When 1 made that statement in here, I
told you that I made it on the basis of evidence which I had
in a signed affidavit. The man himself who gave the
evidence said that he saw the Minister. I want to say from
the floor of this House that 1 donot come in here and make
charges against people on the basis of making charges
against somebody. I did not call anybody’s name other than
the person who gave me the evidence, The reason why I say
this is because any man in public life who is afraid of
someone because it happens to be someone he does not
want to hurt, if something is drawn to his attention about
that person and he thinks it is wrong and he fears to say
that, then he is not fit to be in public life,

8.20 p.m.

I want to say this: I donotwant to hold a seat in this House
on the basis of being afraid of any single person or group
of persons in expressing my view. If the members of the
Government are afraid of saylng so, I am not. No man can
come to me tonight and say: ‘'If you say this, this is the
penalty which you have to pay.’’ There is too much which
1 have been hearing not only from one section but from
many sections, even with the Housing Board I have been
hearing that there is too much whispering and that you get
things going on which should not be going on. 1 do not like
to make charges against people; I senta man to the Housing
Authority and when the man came back to me he said that
some person made some rude remarkabout what members
in this House say. He said it was remarked that we talk a
lot of foolishness in here. When a person goes into a
Government Department or a quasi-Government Depart-
ment, some of these employees there seem to believe that
they own the State and they want to humiliate persons who
have come to them, making them believe that they have
been sent to the wrong people. I am not prepared with this
single instance to say anything aboutthis particular officer
today; 1 make the broad statement that if employees of
any Department feel that they are rendering people favours
when they go to procure services for which the Department
has been set up, they are making a very serious mistake.
Some Civil Servants believe that as long as you please a
Minister or a member of the Government Party, then you
can make rude remarks about hon. members.l am possess-
ing my soul in patience; 1 will deal with such persons {n
process of ime. When you send people to this Department
for the service which they should get from the Depart-
ment you will get these rude remarks made. I made this
statement on the floor of the House and I understand that
an investigation was carried out. If the statement 1 made
was a true one as to the report which was made to me by
one of my constituents, 1 say that the person concerned
was not afraid. Moreover, 1 say that a man shouid not be
victiniised if he has the courage to speak the truth even if
it hurts somebody.

I understand that the Housing Authority will puta
housing project in St.Peter; I understand also that it will
take place not in an area which was formerly suggested,
in a Jow-lying area, but in the vicinity of Maynards, which
is a very laudible thing. On the whole basis of housing,
there are people who have to construct houses of wood and
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as against that there is the question of purchasing land.
I do not think that you should not give a man a house be-
cause he has not got the means of erecting it of stone. 1
would ask the Minister to encourage the Government that
if they are putting as a condition of making a loan, that the
house must be erected of stone, thenthey must help people
to acquire the land, It is only a fool who would put up a
permanent structure on land which has been rented. There
are sufficient estate lands in Barbados and the Government
should think about the proposal I have made.

It is an excellentidea of deducting wages in respect of
houses and somebody has said that you have to save cer-
tain people from themselves. You should make every man
who sends in an application to an organisation carry out
that obligation. 1 am asking the Hon. Minister to devise
a means of making repayments compulsory so that 25% of
a man’s earnings is deducted and saved for him. Voluntary
methods are all right when it comes to eating food or
going in for nice things thatyoucannotaveid; but voluntary
methods, when it comes to paying out money, is something
else. People are as honest as they are forced to be; all
human beings have aspects of getting away with things, but
there is the idea of betng clever and that is only a matter
of degree.

In business a man is clever not based on how much
the outlay is, but based on the question of parity. A man
who is selling you something does not come on the basis
that it costs you something, but on the basis that he can
make something out of it. To a man who {s hoping to find
money it does not matter who has lost the money. How often
was it that we, as boys, prayed that we could find money?
You will remember how many times you ‘put your hand
in saliva because it was shining and youthought that it was
a six-cent piece. It is not so much the gambling spirit,
but it is the idea that you think you should get more out of
a thing than what you have put in it, It is the same thing in
respect of housing; people forget to pay, but they do not
forget to draw what is due to them. Apart from the very
rich members of this House, members donotforget where
the Treasury is. I know that there are people who keep
bills in their pockets in order to show other people that
they always have bills to pay. You have to devise ways
and means of collecting money; if collecting money will
require legislation being enacted which would necessitate
a man making a pledge torepay the money, then legislation
should be enacted. The only difficulty isthatsome of these
people are not engaged by the week, but we must have some
means of repayment; if they are notrepaying on the volun-
tary basis, then we must have some other basis on which
they will have to repay.

8.30 p.m.

I feel, Mr. Chairman, that in any democracy the leaders
must not only talk about honesty, they must be prepared
to make people practise honesty as a way of life; and if
you find that the people are not repaying this money and
do not give reasonable excuses for not paying the money,
you have to legislate ina way to get it paid; if not the whole
scheme is lost and you are not achieving what you set out
to do. The hon. senior member for St. Joseph said that
some people are responsible for the workers nnt paying
this money but he was afraid to call the names, It was
drawn to my attention that a rich planter told some of his
workers not to repay the money, but that rich planter was
assoclated with a group in an election campaign. He had
done the damage already; so it now suitshim to come with
a group in an election campalgn for other purposes. As
one member said, when damage is done it takes a lot of
years to recdfy it.

Before the Labour Welfare Fuid was started, it was
stated that the money should be giventothe people but this
was suggested for political purposes. I have heard people
today singing a different tune from what they sang formerly.
Too many people, not only in here, but outside, have said
that this money need not be repaid; but sometimes you do
not know that you will be in a responsible position when
these things are said. Maybe the hon.senior member for
St. Joseph knows that statement, but some people believe
that so long as the devil brings something the Lord has
sent it. I know instances where people have been encouraged

not to repay tids money; that is politics; no matter who is
supporting you now, the damage has already been done.

1 would support any measure which makes people
understand their responsibility in anything. If a man goes
to a store or business place and takes articles on credit,
it is his responsibility and he should pay for them. This
Housing Scheme is a good social scheme and a different
outlook needs to be adopted, and that is why I say there is
no point in quarrelling with those who borrow.In this Gov-
ernment service there are people who have stolen Govern-
ment money and lots of people are making excuses for them
becuase they do not want to offend some person because
he is So-and-So's son or somebody’s daughter. I would
Hke to ask the Minister to give me a list of the losses
that have taken place in the various Government Depart-
ment over the last year so that we can know what is taking
place in the various Government Departments and what
steps are being taken to make them known.You have this
hide-and-seek method.

8.40 p.m.

Some people because they come of a family of some re-
spectability are allowed to go scotch free for taking away
Government’s money and others you put in gacl. If I have
a son who is .dishonest, he will pay the price of going to
gaol, The price which the people are paying is the loss of
their money and you find some people going as far as

saying plenty words for them as a means of saving them.
I say when you get these misfits in office, let them look
for the hon. junior member for St. Lucyto save them from
the penalties which the community puts on such offences.
Let them fight it out in the Law Courts. Unfortunately, you
get people in the community who do not like you to carry
these things to Court. Even with a case of murder, you
get some people saying: ‘‘Why shnuld youfind the prisoner
guilty? You are killing a manfor one who is dead already.”
In cases of people charged for carrying away money from
the Government, you hear people saying: ‘‘Look how many
have carried away money from Government beforel He
has not killed anybody.’’ All these things are perpetuated
because people are afraid to bring offenders to justice.

I would like the Hon. Minister to understand that he
has a grave responsibility where public works are carried
out and I mean wherever work is carried out from the top
to the bottom. You will be shocked to know in what quar-
ters a conspiracy to defraud is made. When the Hon. Min-
ister talks of the unimpeachability, I do not want to be too
drastic: but 1 can tell him that I have seen some shocks in
my life when it comes to seeing what certain people in
high places have done«If anybody had suggested to me that
the situation had taken place in those quarters,1 would say
‘‘no”. That is why 1 say in the Housing Department you
must at all imes keep a directlook on these things. Some-
times it is notdone with the intention of defrauding anybody.
Sometimes it is a case of a man’s wife going to havea baby
and he says to himself '‘l am going to beg the Lord for
five minutes and take this piece of change to do something
J want to do urgently and at the end of the month I will put
it back.’' What do you ind? At the end of the month he can-
not put it back.

Let the Heads of Departments and all the people in
them know that you are expecting the maximum honesty.
This sort of dishonest behaviour is becoming symptomatic
of this community, You hear people portraying life in its
lowest concepts. And that is becoming part and parcel »f
the community. You hear people who go and build a house
for somebody and say that they got another house for them-
selves out of itand you hear other people saying that that is
nothing wrong 8o long as you get by, That is only part and
parcel of the trade. Those are things which when we hear
of them we should not beafraidto speak of those things and
to let the public know who has done those things. The more
you speak of them, the more people are conscious that you
are trying to set things right. Sir, I support any measure
which will make the people who borrow money from this
Housing Board repay their loans and if theyare dishonest,
let them pay the penalty for their dishonesty.

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Chairman, of course, 1 have
spoken at some time before along the yeneral lines which
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the last hon.member who spoke has spoken and I do not
intend to repeat that now: but there are two points I would
like to clear up in this Housing situation and one is that
investigations have shown me, just like the hon. senior
member for St. Joseph, that there is the general feeling
of the public and even members of the House that there
should be a liberalisation of the conditions under which
general workers are loaned money for building or repair-
ing their houses. In other words, therefore, if you can lend
workers money to bulld or repair their houses under the
same conditions as those under which you loan sugar work-
ers, there would be general agreement with that policy.

The next thing with which I am concerned is this: 1
would like to know whether the Housing Officers Public
Loan Act which we passed last year has been put into op-
eration yet. I have not been able to check within the last
few weeks but the last time I checked I found out that
Public Officers sdll were waiting to receive their loans
and that there were still a few on the waiting list who had
not received any consideration yet. If there is a technical
hitch I feel hon. members of this House would be willing,
if necessary, to pass an amendment or whatnot to the Act.
If there is no technicality, I wonder when the money will
become available for those public Officers.

Hon. R, G, MAPP: Mr. Chairman, there are one or
two questions which have been asked to which I should re-
ply. The hon. senior member for St. Joseph said in his
speech that he feels the Housing Authority is acting too
severely on those people who are very much in arrears.
The positon is this. The Housing Authority does not take
any drastic action in this respect until these people are
very much in arrears and I can tell hon. members that
the positon is becoming very serious:and as the hon. se-
nlor member for St. Peter has said something should be
done in the matter. As a matter of fact, we may have to
take more drastic steps in order to correct the situation
because the fund from which this money is loaned is a
revolving fund: and if people are not made to pay what
they owe, why then, they injure another lot of people who
are depending on this fund to repair their houses. 1 hope
the hon. senior member for St. Joseph would erase from
his mind that the people are harmed by the Housing Author-
ity.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, I riseona point of order.
1 did not say that the Housing Authority was acting too
harshly on these people. 1 said that some people over a
period of five or six years may have only paid one or two
instalments and it was not good enough. They must pay up
their bills as promptly as they can, but the Government
should devise ways and means tohelp them to pay promptly
by enacting legislation compelling their employers to stop
the money out of their wages for the Housing Authority.
I am in agreement with what the Housing Authority is
dofing because were it not for that, the fund could not
revolve.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: 1 do not know if the hon. member
has revised his statement but he did sayat one ime in his

* speech that you are acting too hard onthese people because

of their ignorance. Of course, it1s hard on them, but it
s also hard ontheir neighbours when the other sugar work-
ers who want money to repair their houses come to the
Housing Authority and camnot get it because those who
were loaned money would not pay their debts.

It is vver $1 million loaned out to these people who
are badly in arrears. The Housing Authority has had to
take action, not because they want to, but because it is
extremely necessary that they do so. 1 hope when these
people come to the hon. senfor member for St. Joseph
with their complaints that he will do his duty as a repre-
sentative of the people and impress upon them that they
should pay when they can do so and they should not listen
to misleading statements by people who through self in-
terst give them bad advice. I will not say anything more
on that because I think the hon. member was very straight
to the point.

1 told the House at the time when the hon. senior
member for St. Peter raised the questionaboutallegations

against an officer that | would have the matter investigated
and it was investigated;but, Sir, the Officer concerned
denied that there was any truth in the charge whatsoever
in the presence of the employee who made the statement
to the hon. member. The employee had his part of the
story and the Officer has his partand there was no witness;
so it was one man's word against the other’s word. In
that case, what can you do? There was nothing we could
do in a case of that sort. If I have any specific cases put
before me, of course, as a member of the Government
and a responsible Minister I must take a good note of it
and some action in the matter - 1 would say all of us -
but you cannot believe everything you read in some news-~
papers. The hon.senior member for St. Peter vaguely re-
ferred to allegations about some Departments. 1 have
seen myself some astounding things in a newspaper. In
one case ] have seen an article about cement missing and
some racket going on in a certain Department and the ar-
ticle was written in the newspaper which name is opposite
to untruth. It turned out that the case was reported to the
Police for investigatdon about two years ago and if you
read that newspaper you would have believed that it had
happened only last week.

We do take note of these things and &s a matter of
fact, we are bound to take note of them. There are some
scandalous newspapers in this country which would do
anything and it seems to me as if there is a deliberate
attempt aimed at some of these Departments to scandalise
them. The hon. member has said that you are trying to
protect somebody for some reason. 1 would like him to
let me know whom we are trying to protect because I do
not know of our trying to protect anybody. When we know
of these things or they have been drawn to our attention,
we draw them to the notice of the Administration for them
to investigate the matter and see what is in the story. We
tell them to investigate the matter to the hilt and take
whatever action is necessary. I know of no attempt of our
trying to protect any Department or officer for that matter.

Mr. WALCOTT: The Hon. Minister must bear in mind
that nothing 1 said was an allegation against a Minister
protecting anybody. I said that there is a tendency in many
Departments within the Public Service that if something
happens to somebody in that Department you are not will-
ing so much toprotectthe officeras to protect the officer's
family. I said that as long as some person in your service
has come from a respectable family there is the feeling
that you must not bring disgrace to that family, no matter
if the person in your employ is a disgrace.

8.50 p.m.

1 thank the hon. member for the information which he has
given, but when I raised the point, I was most careful about
it and 1 refused to call any officer's name. I felt that the
matter was brought to my attention, not as any secret, but
in an open mamner and 1 asked the man concerned whether
he was prepared to repeat what he had said in the presence
of other persons. I wanted to fortify myself so that it would
not be a question of the Minister’s word against mine; it
was the man’s word corroborated by three other persons.
The man could not say otherwise, but when I raised the
matter here, the Minister was quick to jump up and say
that I had no right to make any allegations against people
of an unimpeachable character. As a member of this House,
1 have a right to draw anything to the attention of any
Minister which is against the public weal; if it is drawn
to my attention that last night at Seawell somebody took

away 100 bags of cement and somebody asked about that,

.and the person is willing torepeatitand I bring the matter

up in this House, you do not ask me to undertake the role
of a police detective. Before 1 raise the matter here,
must I carry out an investigation? That is not my function.
Before the Minister of Social Services was a member of
the Government, 1 remember that on one occasionthe hon.
member asked: ‘‘What do you want me ta do? You do not
want to hurt anybody, but you have your duty to perform.

There is this idea that a member of this House has
no right to say anything that he cannot prove, but I do not
bhave to prove anything because I am not in a position to
carry out any investigation. If somebody tells me that
there {8 some irregularity going on, I can bring it to the
notice of the Minister. In so far as reading the newspaper
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is concerned, ] used toread the Beacon:but after the Beacon
started to tackle me I did not read it although it is owned
by the Barbados Workers’ Union. I do not read the weekly
newspapers; I read the Advocate. In fact, I seem to have
lost the taste of reading local newspapers, butl have to
keep in touch with things. I do not go in for this type of
thing - hiding behind newsprint and writing something -
because it does not mean anything; if I say something in
here I want it to be known thatit is Frank Walcott who has
said it. I.do not go infor any newsmongering or slandering
of people. I would not say that a public officer stole money
or that he did this or thatunless] have enough evidence or
enough proof to say so. I do not think I am lying in saying
that there has been a general comment at one stage of the
Housing Board:- the Minister of Trade made a remark
about a former manager in relation to something, If I feel
that there is anything which is not to the good of the public
weal, I will mention it and it is for the Minister to go into
it; but do not let him tell me that 1 have no right to say
something which might lead toaninvestigation takingplace.
If 1 cannot do that, then my beingin here does not serve any
useful purpose. What I mentioned was investigated and the
person who said it was prepared to say that he did say it
to me. )

The question that the sum of $92,605 under
Head XXXV - Housing - stand part of the Schedule was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Head XXXVI - Transport Services - was called.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS:; I beg to move that the
sum of $50,000 under Head XXXVI - Transport Services -
stand part. o&,ﬂxp Schedule.

Hoq,;&_ﬂ\. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, the Note to this Item
‘*Deficiency on operation of Transport Services' makes
interesting reading. It says this:- ‘‘It is estimated that the
operation deficiency of the Transport Board will be $50, 000.
I crave some information as to how that estimate was
arrived at. I presume that this estimate was made by the
Ministry but how it has been arrived at 1 cannot presume.
An estimate is an estimate, but unless there has been a
‘‘guessimate’’ there must be some means by which this
estimate was arrived at. They are not sure that there is no
deficiency; otherwise this estimate would not have been
made. ! am wondering if the Hon. Minister would take the
members of this Committee into his confidence and let us
know how this estimate wasarrivedat. I see that the Deputy
Clerk is thinking aloud and briefing someone to say that
this is a token vote. We have gone a big way with this
Transport Board; in short, having just passed half million
dollars for this Board we proceed to make provision for an
operational deficiency of $50,000.

9.00 p.m

I suppose that is the maximum amount which it is felt we
could swallow, but in arriving at this figure it would be
good for the representatives of the taxpayers to know the
basis on which( it is computed. PerhapsIshould have given
earlier notice of the information I am seeking, but I would
like to know the number of employees at this Board in the
office. I might as well tell the Minister that it is said open-
ly - how true 1 do not know - that if one happens to be a
friend of his or a cousin of his or a political supporter of
his, there is no difficulty at allindropping in at his office,
a telephone call goes through and in a quick time one is
appointed at the Board. I am telling the Minister that and
he is in a position to get upnow and deny it, and then later
on..you may hear, if not in this debate, if so and so is not
from St. Thomas or from Mapp Hill — the emphasis being
on the first word rather than on the second, and all the rest
of it. 1 heard only this week, Mr. Chairman, that at one
stage there were fourteen watchmen at this Transport
Board and someone who applied was accepted to make the
number fifteen; and when inquiries were made about the
need for another watchman, a message came through that
they were told to take on this fifteenth watchman and that
it was not their business or maney, it was the taxpayers’
money and this was a very important man, a key man. 1

would like to know if the Minister cancontradict that alle-
gation that at one stage - whether or not it now exists -
there were fifteen watchmen employed by this Board.

Mr. Chairman, there is a pointtowhich I must revert,
having made it in my speech on the second reading. A
decision must be made in connection with the nationalisation
of the entire passenger transport system in this island. I
gathered that certain recommendations have been made by
the new General Manager and he, in the opinion of the Min-
ister, is a superhuman. If that gentleman were to die, I
gather that would be the end of the Transport Board and
perhaps of the Minister himself, because his faithin him is
so great and his praise of himis so exceptionally superla-
tve - good as the man may be and I am not querying his
efficiency - and the Minister would be absolutely lost and
completely at sea even in St. Thomas if anything were to
happen to the present General Manager. But I heard, Mr.
Chairman, that only a short while ago a certain Local
Government candidate was ‘assuring’ that the present Gov-
ernment in power was taking all steps to ensure in a short
space of time that sea-water would be pumped to St. Thomas
and St. George; that was simply low talk.

Mr. Chairman, we must facethefact that it is ridicu-
lous; irrespective of what may be the Report of the first
Manager on this point or whether he has really considered
it, he may be dealing with the material he has, the routes he
has to supervise and the buses which are now under his
contro] handled by the Transport Board; but the nationalisa-
tion of the entire' system must merit the immediate consi-
deration and a prompt decision by Government before the
next financial year. It you do not have all the buses run by
the same authority and thereby be able to buy your parts and
in fact your units so much more cheaply-because you would
be buying them in so much larger numbers -~ obviously you
can never hope to make the systempay. You have to consi-
der bringing all the buses into line under the Transport
Board and let them all constitute a nationalised public
passenger transport system of this island, and thendecide
how many people you really need in the office, how many
clerks are really necessary, not from the standpoint of
political patronage, but from the standpoint of havinga job
to do - there being work for the person to do and not a
question in the office of finding work or a job for someone
who has been unsuccessful hitherto. You have to decide,
therefore, the minimum number of clerks needed for the
office, the minimum amount of cashiers, the minimum
number of watchmen and everybody else.

I may appear to be treading on a matter which is so
predominantly within the scope of the hon. senior member
for St. Peter, and that is the question of employment of the
drivers and ~onductors of this Board. 1 remember when I
was on the original Transport Board, the former Labour
Commissioner, Mr. Guy Perrin, supported the employment
on a day to day basis of transport workers which he said
was the correct way and the recognised method of employ-
ing drivers and conductors. 1 have never been converted
to the idea itself because it did not seem to me to be fair;
but I submit thatthis Board should give serious and sympa-
thetic consideration to the payment of these workers of a
weekly wage, to be paid for seven days’ work and be re-
quired to work six days and given one day off; and when
there is a bank holiday, that is also a day to which they
are entitled, even if they cannot have the particular day
off, they are entitled to that as an extra day. The work of
a driver is of tremendous impdrtance; he has not only
entrusted to him the lives of the number of people which
these large buses can uccommodate - and you will recall
the occasion of that accident with a school bus at Half
Moon Fort with childrea being taken to Coleridge-Parry
and to Alexandra - there were more than 100 - but he is
responsible for the lves of the greater number of people
on the roads. Adequate time off should be afforded to the
Transport workers and particularly to the bus drivers
because with any omnibus which traverses the streets of
this island, we may be affected by a bad, sleepy and ineffi-
cient driver who is employed by the Transport Boerd or
for that matter by any other bus company.

9.10 p.m.
As 2 matter of fact, with these extremely large umits, they
call for the highest standard of care: and 1 am pleasantly
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surprised that up to now there is no serious accident so
far as I have heard of or of any lives lost or of any severe
personal injury caused to persons on these buses. They do
not go particularly slowly, just the same. They are either
at a stand-stll waiting to putdown or take up some passen-
gers or they are trying to make the scheduled time. That is
all the more necessary why you should ensure that the
drivers in partcular get adequate time off,and not time off
without being paid for the day. So, Sir,I recommend to the
Transport Board that in order to get the highest standard
in efficiency and care of the busses, the employees on
the buses be paid for sevendaysandthat when they are ill,
adequate consideration be given to them on the production of
a medical certificate of such illness as other regular
workers. I am not referring to the employee or the casual
man who gets one day’'s work per week; 1 am referring to
the regular employee. If a man works six days a week and
you only pay him for six days, thatis not good enough. If a
man is sick you should have such a rule that you will pro-
vide payment to him when he is sick on the production of a
medical certificate and then you would get the best out of
these men in keeping these buses up to standard in the
interest of the taxpayers.

I will also say that if the opinion of the General
Manager is not regarded as the best, then you should get
the opinion of a Commission which should include a first
class accountant. You should have a Commissioner to
decide in respect of staff what reorganisationis necessary
and will be in the best interest to smooth over your present
troubles. It is not necessarily that the largest number of
persons would be required to constitute the service and 1
gather that it is the other people whom you have employed
inside who constitute the surplus. I know, as has been ex-
pressed this week, that whenthereare losses, there always
seems tobe the suggestion to put the blame on the door of
conductors. 1 will say to those people that the conductors
may be among the most innocent of them: and in consider-
ing the finances of this loanif] were making a check I wéuld
first direct my enquiry and activides to the inside staff.
From what 1 have heard of the inside staff, it makes one
wonder if all is right therein and if all the monies paid in
by the Conductors in the final analysis reach the iron safe
or the Transport Board Bank account.lamnot at all happy
about what is going on with the taxpayers’ money which the
conductors are paying in, and between that stage and when
it reaches the accounts of the Transport Board or whichever
bank its receipts are located.

So, Sir, as I have said earler this week, let the Gov-
ernment come to a decision about this matter and the
decision should be one way or another. They have a variety
of choices to make and one of the choices is to carry on as
it 1s with this dual ownership, that 1s to say, some of the
buses run by the Public Board while others are run by
different individual private concessionaires. Another deci-
sion which is the one I have advocated and which is the
sensible and practical one is that the Government or the
Transport Board rum the entire passenger and transport
system of this Island, irrespective of what private indivi-
dual may be your best friend or not. It does not matter. You
or | are only interested in the profitsand in the taxpayers’
money:and the decisjon which I want to be taken - and it
should be taken rather than the other decision - is the one
which 1 have suggested. One hon. member suggested that we
should give back ali of the services to the individual con-
cessionaires,but 1 say that would be the most retrograde
stept. It would be a resourceless Labour Government which
after having declared its stand on nationalisation.comesto
find out that nationalisation is a failure. You will find that
as soon as you do what I have just said, that is taking over
all the transport services in this Islandand then by recon-
stitution of the staff, thatis to say, getting rid of duplication
in office - in other words, there may be too many people
doing the same job - and by getting rid of the inferior, and
by bulk purchase of spare parts which you will get at a
much better rate than whatyou pay for them in the ordinary
course of business, that you will cover all your expenses
and still have something in the tlil. Of course, I will not
expect it to pay in the sense of an ordinarily run business.
It does not matter even if you donot make a big profit: but
yout will eventually beable td cover your sxpenses and show
no more losses: and you can only do that if all the buses are

run by the Transport Board and the office staff is reo}:gnn—
ised and you do bulk purchasing of your units and your sparc
parts and so on.

Sir, with those few words, I am looking forward to
hearing as soon as possible the Government’s decision in
respect of Transport, either that you intend to carry on in
the same way as you are carrying on now or that you are
going to make a change and then we would be able to see
where the Government is. As I have said, they have re-
ceived a Report from the General Manager and the matter-
is now in the meltingpot. Itis time that a decision is made.

Mrs. BOURNE: It isa fact that this Transport service
is an expensive service andithas been subjected to a great
deal of criticism. Anyhow, Sir, I am of the opinion that the
transport service can be made to pay its way because if
private enterprise can run their part of the service and
make it payanditis profitable to them, then there is some-~
thing definitely wrong if the Government Transport Service
cannot pay its way.

9.20 p.m.

Perhaps there are several reasons for estimating this
deficit which is estimated at $50,000. I am wondering if it
is the result of a top-heavy administration. What I feel is
that the Government has toask {itself these questions; are
we going to continue to pay the amount of money which is
now paid to administer just the few buses which are now
being run by the Board, or is the Government going to
nationalise the whole transport service of the island? As 1
see it, Sir, I feel that the maintenance expenses will rise if
the Government decides to take over the whole transport
service.

AS regards the administraton, I feel that it will cost
very little, if anything, more. The whole matter is that
something is wrong, but the question is to find where the
wrong is. Some of the blame has been levelled at the con-
ductors who are responsible for collecting the money.I am
wondering if the Government is contemplating the system
or method which should beused whereby the money will not
pass through the hands of the conductors — ] refer to the
turnstile system or something like that. I am wondering if
it would not be the responsibility of one person to see after
the money so that it would not have to pass through the
hands of so many persons.

Another question which I would raise is how many
types of buses the Government intend to use. They should
not use different types of buses, so that in ordering the
parts they would not have to order different sets of parts
in order to suit different types of buses. If the Government
Intends to retain the buses, then 1 think the Government
should have direct control of them. AS to the bus service,
the one which we now have in St. Andrew is very inadequate
although it is true to say that the transport system, since
the Government has taken it over, has improved. The ser-
vice which we now have in St. Andrew certainly needs to be
improved; on almost every occasion onwhichlhave been
travelling on the bus - my colleague also travels on it axd
he can bear meoutinwhatl say - it is overloaded, not only
carrying passengers in the seats, but some on people’s legs
and one or two more standing. That s not good enough and
then there is the question of several passengers being left
on the road. I donotknow if some of the drivers do work in
the crop season or what, but it is not good enough for the
age in which we live today to have the present state of
affairs existing. When the bus reaches Lakes corner, the
passengers have to walk for two miles or more with heavy
luggage and sometimes it is raining. What is needed is an
extension of the bus service around that area. I have been
recelving several complaints from some of my constituents
who travel on the bus almost daily as regards the conduct
and behaviour which takes place onthe buses, and that when
they try to find out anything sometimes the behaviour of the
conductors is far from what it should be. Not only that, but
let us take the bus service from Shorey’s Village to Bridge-
town; the buses are practically run from Bridgetown to
Sturges up to about one or two o'clock in the day; the bus
coming from Shorey’'s Village bas enough people in that
area from St. Andrew to have it already overloaded, and
when it gets to Sturges they still crowd in more people anu
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they are mostly passengers with their heavy luggage. The
Hon. Minister who is in charge of this portfolio is also a
representative of the parish of St. Thomas and I am sure
that this matterhas beendrawntohis attention. I would like
to see that we have a better and more adequate bus service
in St. Andrew.

Let me tell you an experience which I had in coming
from Hillaby toBridgetownsoastoattenda meeting here in
the afternoon. I wantto say that the buses are run whenever
the people like to run them. There was no 12 o’clock bus
that day; apparently the conductor and the driver got into
some accident and they were supposed to go to the Police
Station to give statements and they turned the bus complete-
ly off the route. They wentinto the Police Station and at ten
minutes to two the bus was stillthere. The Police Sergeant
~ asked: ‘‘Who is this in the bus, Mrs. Bourne?’’ The driver
" replied, “I did not know that you werein the bus.’ I should
like to say that it is nota question of a bus service for me;
it 1S a question of public transportation. That is not good

enpugh. I hope that the Hon. Minister willlook into the mat-
ter and see that we have a better bus service and if the
Ponca authorities would keep watch on these overloaded
busé‘s then the concessionaire will know that sheneeds to
junre buses on the road.

‘Mr. CORBIN: With regard to the Transport Board 1
think it would be a good idea if, as I said before, the Gov-
ernment were to give back the buses to the private con-
cessionaires. 1 would go on to say that it would profit the
Government. to give back the buses to the concessionaires
and ubs:hdise them to the tune of $50,000 a year, That
WOy X towards the upkeep of the buses and it would be
better to ‘dp that than to continue baving to pay out this
great amournt of money.

9.30 p.m.

If-we go on like this, this whole island will rum into
Chancery. As | have said before, therainis falling and the
casks are catching water, but they have holes and the water
is running out.

With respect to the buses in St. Andrew, if the bus
owners are not in a position to purchase more buses o
help the community, Government should arrange to lend
them money to buy more buses to complete their job.
I know that at certain imes several people have to wait
here, there and everywhere for buses. Wherever I turn 1
see the Transport Board buses crowded and yet they
cannot make a profit for the Government. The Government
has taken over certain buses and they have to spend a
lot of money, but the poor concessionaires have no one
tg <ry to; they have either to run ata loss or stop, and
I am rsking Government to look intothe matter more care-
fullv., 45 : sald last week, it would profit Government
better ¢ zive the buses back to private concessionaires
and conreo] the prices and the service of the buses; that
is the ¢.'v possible way that you will get this Transport
Board i mning properly. If rney are running part of the
service now and it costs so much money, what do you think
it would cost if they had the entire service?

1 am therefore asking the Minister to look into the
matter and try to stop the increased expenditure every
year, because if you are spending $50,000 and it goes on
increasing, it will soon be $1 miilion. We have to find the
adjustment screw which is slack, and if we do not tighten
it the whole island will run into Chancery; therefore I am
asking the Minister to do his best to eradicate the evil
that is existing.

The question that the sum of $50,000 under
Head XXXVI - Transport Services - stand part of the Sche-
dule was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

Head XXXVII - Peasants Loan Bank - was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, [ beg
to move that the sum of $116,744 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E. C0X: I beg tn second that.

Th% question that the sum of $116,744 under
Head "XXXVII - Peasants Loan Bank - standpart of the

Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

Head XXXVII - Old Age Per-lsions - was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I beg to
move that the sum of $845,920 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, speaking on Item 6,
when thinking in terms of the Transport Board, we have
this comparatively small amount which we are asked to
vote for old age pensions. It is time that we had an an-
nouncement from Government. and by that I have in mind
that such an announcement may be forthcoming in the mid-
dle of 1961, but 1 am suggesting that an announcement is
due now as to the policy of Government in respect of old
age pensions - reducing the age and increasing the amount.
1 know there are others who agree that there should be a
reduction in age whereby more people would be entitled
to benefit from the change; if you leave the age as itis
and do not increase the amount, the same number of people
will be getting the advantage, andI think it is high time that
Government should settle down to making a decision on
this matter as to whether they will reduce the age or in-
crease the amount or do both. Certainly 65 is the very
minimum age, but the ideal thing would be 60 years for
women and 62 years for men; but certainly Government
should let us know whether or not they are proposing any
thing along the lines of bringing it to 65 years.

The question that the sum of $845,920 under

Yead XXXVIII - 0Old Age Pensions - stand part of the

Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,

Head XXXIX - Statistical Service - was called.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS; Mr. Chairman, 1 beg to
move that the sum of $14,159 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E., COX: 1 beg to second that.
The question that the sum of $14,159 under
Head XXXIX - Statistical Service - stand part of the
Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,
Head XL - Waterworks - was called,

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I beg to
move that the sum of $872,460 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M, E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr, Chairman, under Items 23 and
34, 1 should once again remind the hon. member of the
point which I have so oftenr to make here when repairs to
mains are being effected, that it should be an instruction,
to put.it in Parliamentary language, to the persons who go
out to repair and look after the mains that before they
start the repairs they should run through the districts
with a siremn or some other mesans of letting people know
they are about to lock off the mains for repairs, and to
come quickly and get water because they are going to
Iock off in ten minutes’ time. Sometimes the mains are
locked off for a matter of twelve or fifteen hours and
people find themselves without water to cook or wash and
are put in that most unfortunate and disagreeable situation.
It would be so simple when there isany trouble in the mains
in any district for the vans to gothrough the districts with
a loudspeaker - they can borrow the loudspeaker of the
Minister for Water - and let the people know that fifteen
minutes from then the water would be locked off and they
should come quickly and fill their buckets, and I am sure
they would all run out and do so.
9.40 p.m.

There isancther thingas regards this matter. As soon
as you are notified of some danger to a main, you should
get your lorry working. It seems as ifan appreciable time
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elapses between the locking off of the mainfor the effecting
of the repairs and the arrival of the lorry on the spot. 1

.- have persomal knowledge of that. When a main was being

repaired the other day - 1 think it was in Fitts Village -
there was no notification in the district that the water
would be locked off and we were all caught unawares. To
overcome some- of the difficulty, we called on the senior
employee to try and get the lorry to bring some water for
us and it was only after a period of ime that he was able
to get the lorry on the spot, but that happened after the
main was locked off. As a matter of fact, I had to get in
touch with the Manager himself and, as you know, since
we had that showdown about him, he has never failed to
treat people like us with the same courtesy as he would
treat the other person looking like himself. Since that
time, he has never failed to be courteous to me and to other
people looking Hke me. When I got in touch with him, 1
must say that he did all he could to get in touch with one
of his senior men to see to it that the lorry arrived on the
spot and that it was available for buckets to be filled by the
people.

This thing should receive the urgent attention of the
Ministry. This isa thingwhichis very easy to be remedied;
it only needs a little forethought and a little arrangement.
There should be some person continuously on during the
24 hours of the day to look after this so that as soon as
there is a breakdown in the water supply, the water
lorry will leave immediately. You should not have to look
for a lorry driver. I do not mean anything like what you
get in the Casualty of the General Hospital; I mean a fool-
proof service - and a lorry driver is the type of person
who, as long as you arrange with him he will be there be-
cause he knows he will be fired {f he is not there. With a
hospital doctor that is a different sort of thing because
some of them feel that they can do as they like. Sir, we
need not have to refer to this so often as I have referred
to it because this is so easy to remedy.

The question that the sum of $872,460 under
Head XL - Waterworks - stand part of the Schedule
was put and resolved in the uffirmative without divisicn.

HEAD XLl — SOCIAL WELFARE

Head XLI - Social Wetfare - was called.
Hon, Dr. H, G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to mave that the

sum of $14,135 be voted under Head XL1.
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question irat the sum of $14,135 under
Head XLI - Social Welfare - stand part of the Schedule
was put and resolved in the affirmative withour ivision,

HEAD XLII - CONTROLS, SUBSIDIES, ETC.

Head XLII - Controls, Subsidies, etc., - was called,

Hon. Dr. H. G. H, CUMMINS: I beg to move that the
sum of $301,432 be voted under Head XL11.

Hon. M, E, COX: 1 beg to second that.

The question that the sum of $301,432 under
Head XLII - Controls, Subsidies, etc., - stand part of the
Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

HEAD XLHI - CONTRIBUTION FROM REVENUE
Head XLIII - Contribution from Revenue - was called,

Hon, Dr. H, G. H. CUMMINS: 1 beg to move that the
sum of $500,000 be voted under Head XL111.

Hon. M, E. COX: 1 beg to second that.
The question thai the sum of $500,000 under

A Heaa XLIII - Contribution from Revenue - siana part of

the Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division.

1. ANNEXED ESTIMATES — POST UrriCE

1. Annexed Estimates - Post Office - was called.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the
sum of $320,996 be voted under Annexed Estimates -~ Post
Office.

Hon. M. E, COX: I beg to second that.

The question that the sum of $320,996 under
Annexed Estimates - Post Office - stand part of the
Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

PART II — CAPITAL EXPENDITURE
Part ] - Capital Expenditure - was called,

Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS; Mr. Chairman, before
we begin to deal with the Heads separately, I just want
to say that on pages 132 to 135 of the Draft Estimates are
to be found the total amounts of money needed for capital
development. Some of these monies are to be met from
Loan Funds and are included ina Resolution for $8,460,987
which will be voted separately in Committee of Supply and
which appears as Order No. 2 on today's Order Paper.
Details of the Resolution are set out on page 130 of the
Draft Estimates and appear under the heading ‘‘ Expenditure
to be met from Loan Funds in 1959-60.'' The balance of
the monies needed have to be included inthe Appropriation
Bill and are to be voted now.

To take thre Heads separately:-

(1) Deep Water Harbour. (Page 132) - The whole
amount $6,800,000 is to be met from Loan Funds (see
p.130) and so no monies need be voted now.

(i1) Housing. (Page 132) - The wholeamount $417,396
is to be met from Loan Funds and so no monies need be
voted in the Appropriation Bill.

(i) Development Board (Page 132) - Of the whole
amount $750,000, the sum of $500,000 is to be met from
Loan Funds and is included in the Resolution, and so
$250,000 has to be voted.

(iv) Water Supplies (Page 132) - Of the whole amount of
$350,000, $308,755 is to be met from Loan Funds ana is
included in the Resolution (see p. 130), and so $41,245 has
to be voted.

(v) Medical Services. (page 132) - No provision is
ser out in the Resolution and so the whole amount of
$892,750 has to be included in the Appropriadon Bill

(vi) Education (page 133) - Of thewhole amount of
$560,991, $15,036 13 to be met from Loan Funds and is
included in the Resolution (see p.130) and so $545,955 has
to be included in the Appropriatdon Bill.

(vit) Agriculture. (page 134) - The whole amount has
to be included in the Appropriation Bill.

(vili) Communications (page 134) - Of the whole
amount of $1,005, 216, $10,800 is to come from Loan Funds
and s included in the Resolution for $8.460,987 (see p.130)
and so the balance of $994,416 has to be included in the
Appropriation Bill.

(ix) Miscellaneous. (page 135) - The whole amount
of $279,598 has to be voted.

(x) Road Transport. - The whole amount is to come
from Loan Funds and is included in the Resolution and so
no monies have to be included in the Appropriation Bill.
9.50 p.m.

I have just made a resume so that hon. members would be
able to follow what is being done taking each Head separ-
ately.

1 begto move that the sum of $250,000 under Head I -
Development Board - stand part of the Schedule.
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Hon. M, E. C0OX: I beg to second that.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I do not understand
what {s being done. I believe that whereas these things
are lumped together, they will come back to us for cor-
rection, because Capital Expenditure is setout onpage 132
of the Estimates in the form which shows the amount to
be revoted and the new provision, and the total estimated
expenditure for 1959-60 is set out in the column with the
notes next to the ltems. Professor Beasley has said that
you should separate the amount of money which you will
pass in the Estimates each year under Current Expenditure
and Capital Expenditure; the separation would be what is
Capital Expenditure and what is Current Expenditure, but
you will be voting this money. Capital Expenditure has al-
ways been set out in Part Il of the Estimates so that hon.
members will see what is to be revoted. There seems
to be a different way in dealing with these Estimates each
year; we have voted amounts for the Deep Water Harbour
and for Housing as distinct from votes which we have al-
ready passed in the. Current Estimates.

1 want to take this opportunity to make a statement
as to what the Minister of Trade is alleged to have said
when | was away from this.House. He made remarks to the
effect that I said that the Barbados Workers' Union should
be represented on this Board. I repeat that, because the
Development Board is something to which the Trade Union
.can make a contribution because you are dealing with the
development of this country in many phases: and the
sooner the Union participates in these things, the better
it will be for the community. The hon. member said that
I am trying to drive a wedge betweenthe Barbados Labour
Party and the Barbados Workers’ Union. I wantto say that
my reason for asking for representation on the Develop-
ment Board is because I think that a member of the Trade
Union has a right to be on that Board. It is not a question
of saying that a representative of the Trade Union is on
the Housing Board; the Sugar Industry has a representative
on the Rehahilitation Board. The Barbados Workers’ Union
is represented on the Irrigation Board and I will say that
there is no Board on which the Workers’ Union is repre-
sented and nobody else. Is it that because we are repre-
sented on other Boards, it means that we are represented
on the Development Board? 1 want to make the Minister
understand that he must make his contribution to his
Ministry just as I make my contribution to the Union.

There is no question of my trying to drive a wedge
between the Barbados Labour Party and the Barbados
Worlers’ Union; I am a Parliamentarian and I express
my views as 1 see them. If the hon. member feels that
the Unior should not be represented on the Development
Board, well, let him say so; but do not let him talk about
my driving a wedge between the Barbados Labour Party
and the “arbados Workers' Union. Do you think that I would
accept zn inferior positdon to the effect that the Trade
Union should net be represented on the Development Board
but that other interests should be represented on that
Board? Hon. Mr. Lucie-Smith is a member of the Develop-
ment Board and he is a member of the Other Place. I am
not asking for anything for myself;1 only want to be elected
here and 1 have the will of the people. Do you think that Mr.
Maurice Cave has a greater right on the Board thana
representative of the Trade Union? If we did not have
workers in the majority toelect members tothis Chamber,
the hon. membér would not have had the opportunity to
make that statement about me whom the workers have also
elected; but he seems to think that he has been elected in
here and I have rolled in here like a stone. What wedge
am | driving? Is it that 1 am bullding a stronger Union?
Why does the hon. member not say thatthe Trade Union has
no right to be represented on the Development Board? He
should do that: but do not go down the lane and say that 1
am trying to drive a wedge between the Barbados Labour
_ Party and the Barbados Workers’ Union. 1 wantto say that

* . on anything which embraces the interest of the commumity

the Trade Unlon should be represented. When the hon.
member made that. statement in my absense he should
be. quite clear of what he is saying; the reputation which 1
bave for my Trade Unlon activities cannot be besmirched
by anything which the hon. member says about my driving
a wedge between the Barbados Labour Party and the Bar-
bados Workers' Union.

10.00 p.m.

When the member made that statement in my absence about
driving a wedge, he must have been quite clear of what it
was, When you make a politdcal statement on a platform
where people cannot reply, people clap and cheer you, and
you believe that you are right, but not so in Parliament.

How should the Development Board be constituted?
Can anybody believe that a Labour Government would be in
Rower and a Trade Unionist would have to be pleading with
that Governmentto have a representative of the Trade Union
Movement on that Board? One would beleve that you are
asking a Conservative Government to put a Labour Party
member on a Board. If the hon. member does not read, I do.
Lord Citrine is Chairman of the Electricity Board of Great
Britain; he was the General Secretary of the T.U.C, of
Great Britain and was taken from there and made Chairman
of that Board. It is nota question that you do not have other
business people on the Board, but you are accepting what
the Conservatives accepted in that Trade Unionists are
not fit to be on such Boards. You have on the Board Mr.
Money from the Bank, Mr.Lucie~-Smith, Mr.Cave and others
who are big businessmen, but small Trade Unionists with-
out money seem not to be capable of sitting on these Boards
because you are taking money to lend to Eastry House and
various other places. They have a right tobe on the Board
because you are lending money with a view to stimulating
employment. This is not wishful thinking; it is something
which is acceptedand acknowledged inall progressive coun-
tries. The Labour Party introduced this in Great Britain.
There is not a single Board in the United Kingdom of this
character which does nothavea T,U.C, representative. Far
from that, members of the Trade Union sit on Royal Com-
missions other than onTrade Unton matters. Mr. Woodcock
who is the Assistant Trade Union Secretarywas on the Bri-
tish Guiana Commission along with Sir Donald Jackson. Do
you want me to bring more instances than this?

As 1 said, one of the other things is to appoint Trade
Unionists to the Other Place, because this idea that you
do not have anybody in the Movement to sit on the Executive
is a bunch of trash. That must be broken down, and I am
positdve in my mind that you should say whether it is an
oversight and not talk about driving a wedge between the
Labour Party and the Union. There is no man in this
island who has done more to promote the Trade Union
Movement which has made the Labour Party whatit is than
1 have. Had it fallen down youwould have been in a position
to laugh at it, but instead we have the highest membership
and are putting down a building to enhance the position of
workers; yet you are talking about driving a wedge. You
should be glad tofind thatthereisa Trade Union Movement
as powerful as it is, but members of the Labour Party have
been trying to discredit me. This idea of trying to discredit
me in my capacity as Trade Union Secretary only shows
you up more, and you must hide your face behind a box.
The hon. member had the effrontery to say in a sotto voce
voice that I stole Trade Union money, Imagine the Hon.
Minister accusing me of stealing Trade Union money! You
can really get some surprises in your life. Every single
penny in the Trade Unlon Movemmt is accounted for in
such 2 mammer that the Auditor General had to comment
on the way we kept our accounts. We can show a certificate
from the Auditor General upto our last Annual Conference;
yet the hon. member talked about stealing Trade Union
money. That is the sort of thing you get, and yet members
of the Labour Party are asking me to forget the past. How
can any man forget the past? How can you do that when a
man calls you a thief and accuses you of driving a wedge
between the workers? Can any person ask me to sit down
and associate with a person who accuses me of stealing
Trade Union money? He has only done this because I have
asked for a member to be appointed to the Board. What is
wrong with that?

I am one of those men who fought here in this island
to have independence and I will continue to fight so that we
can govern this coumtry. I feel that you should control Police
in this island, but I believe there are members of Govern-
ment who feel we should not doit. Jamaica and Ghana have
got independence and we must get it too.

The hon. member would say that of me, but he would
not accuse the hon. senior member for St. George of being
a thief, because he has one of those immate inferiority com-
plexes which make him believe that a white man camnot be
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a thief, He would not say it of the hon. junior member for
Christ Church, but he believes he has something to say to
which people will catch on, He would not say it on a public
platform but he gets here in the House and says in a sotto
voce remark that ] stole Trade Union money. Imagine not
putting a Trade Unionist on the Development Board as if
he had no part to play! Can anyone truthfully say that the
Trade Union has no part to play in Barbados at this stage
of our development? We are emerging towards self-
Government and you say that all elements should be re-
presented on this Board; you have them on the Housing
Board and on the Irrigation Board; why not on this Board?
You have appointed Mr. Wilson and Mr. Ashby who are two
small businessmen; we have no objection tothem or to any
one on the Board; but you should not appoint all the mem-
bers and not ask the Trade Union. Are you suggesting that
among the 17,000 workers in the Trade Union, you cannot
find one member to appoint to the Board and that if you
appoint one you are doing some injury to the Board? We
meet employers at the Deep Water Harbour, in the sugar
industry, and all the elements which you can talk about in
this island; are you suggesting, Mr, Chairman, that ona
Board like that a Trade Unionist has no part to play? Do
you think that if I suggested that somebody should be
appointed from the Trade Union Movement, the hon.
member should talk about somebody trying to drive a
wedge between the workers, and then the last vulgarism
about my stealing Trade Union Funds?

The question that the sum of $250,000 under
Head - Development Board stand part of the Schedule was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Head - Water Supplies - was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I beg to
move that the sum of $41,245 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question that the sum of $41,245 under
Head - Water Supplies stand part of the Schedule was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Head - Medical Services - was called,

Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I beg to
move that the sum of $872,750 be voted under this Head.

Hon. M, E, COX: I beg to second that.

The question that the sum of $872,750 under
Head - Medical Services - stand part of the Schedule
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

10.10 p.m.
V1l - EDUCATION

VI - Education - was called,

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the
sum of $545,955 be voted under VI - Education.

Hon. M, E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mrs. BOURNE: Mr. Chairman, there is one little
point which I want to draw to theattention of the Hon. Min-
ister and it is this: at the Alleyne School there is a latrine
which was there before the extension of the building and 1
think it was intended that it should be included in the new
building, but now it stands right in the centre of the hall
and it looks very hideous there. Ifatany time anything goes
wrong with it, I do not think the children will be able to stay
in that school.

The question that the sum of $545,955 under
vl - Education, stand part of the Schedule was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

VIl — AGRICULTURE
VII - Agriculture - was called.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the
sum of $1,186,849 be voted under VII - Agriculture.

Hon. M. E, COX: I beg to second that.

The question that the sum of $1,186,849 under
VII - Agriculture, stand part of the Schedule was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division.

VIII -- COMMUNICATIONS

VII - Communications - was called,

Hon. Dr. H., G, H. CUMMINS: I beg to move that the
sum of $994,416 be voted under VIII - Communications.

Hon. M. E, COX: I beg to second that.

The question that the sum of $994,416 under
VIl - Communications, stand part of the Schedule was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

I1X —MISCELLANEOUS
I1X - Miscellaneous -~ was called,

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: 1 beg to move that the
sum of $279,598 be voted under IX - Miscellaneous.

Hon. M. E, COX: I beg to second that.

The question that the sum of $279 598 under [X -
Miscellaneous, stand part of the Schedule was put and
resolved in the affirmative without division.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, 1 beg to
move that the Schedule of the Bill as amended stand part.

Hon. M, E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division,

Clauses ] to 6 inclusive were called separately
and passed.

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H, G. H. CUMMINS;
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX, Mr. CHAIRMAN re-
ported the passing of the Bill in Committee with amend-
ments.

Mr. CHAIRMAN reported to Mr. SPEAKER who
resumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

On separate motions of Hon, Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS;
seconded in each case by Hon. M. E. COX, the Bill was
read a third time and passed.

THE PUBLIC HEALTH BILL, 1959.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 1 would
like to finish these two short Bills - the Public Health Bill
and the Public Assistance Bill - tonight, I will deal with the
Public Health Bill first. This Bill is supplementary to the
Local Government Bill which was passed a few weeks ago
and is quite similar to the Public Health Bill which was
passed in 1958. It only has a few minor and consequential
amendments, as I have just said, as a result of the Local
Government Act which was passed in 1958.

The minor amendments of a consequential nature in-
clude the following -

(2) in clauses eight and sixty-seven the substitution
of a reference to the Local Government Act,
1958 for the reference to the 1954 Act of that
dtle;
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(b) in clause fifty-two, the substitution of a reference
to the Markets and Slaughterhouses Act, 1958 for
the reference to the Markets and Butchers Act,
1890;

(c) the repeal by clause seventy of sections one
hundred and eighty-eight and one hundred and
eighty-nine of the Public Health Act, 1954 as
those sections are now contained in Part XVIII
of the Local Government Act, 1958;

(d) the repeal by clause seventy-five of section two
hundred of the Public Health Act, 1954 as that
section creates too wide a penalty provision.

Of the amendments based on the recommendations
for the Local Government Adviser the following are cited
as the more significant -

(a) by clauses three, six and the amendments made
to the Second Schedule of the Public Health Act,
1954, this Bill seeks to keep alive the General
Board of Health established under the Public
Health Act, 1908 solely for the purpose of exer-
cising those of its functions which under the Act
last mentioned and the Public Health (Amend-
ment) Act, 1945, assented to by the Governor on
the twenty-ninth day of December one thousand
nine hundred and forty-five, relate to the division
and sale and division and letting of land. The
3oard has been retained for this purpose as it
was felt that as legislation of this naturedid not
properly fali within the sphere of public health,
the Board should continue to function until such
time as suitable legislation is enacted toreplace
that now in force.

(b) clauses ten and eleven seek to widen the scope
of section eleven of the Public Health Act, 1954
so as to enable Qutpatients Clinics as well as
Health Centres to be established in order to
alleviate the pressure of medical aid on the
General Hospital;

(¢) clause twelve seeks to repeal those provisions
of the Public Health Act, 1954 requiring the
local government Councils to establish com-
mittees of Public Health as under the provisions
contained in Part IX of the Local Government
Act, 1958 the Councils canappoint such commit-
tees as they require for any general or special
purpose;

(d) by clause thirteen the absolute duty cast on the
Councils by section twenty-two of the Public
Health Act, 1954 to ‘‘provide, repair and main-
tain’’ sewers and sewerage works has been mo-
dified to a discretionary obligation reinforced by
a compulsive duty if a direction is given by the
Governor -in-Executive Committee, as it was
felt that in the circumstances of Barbados, having
regard in particular to the financial position of
the Councils, the Councils should not legally be
placed under such an absolute duty;

(e) clauses thirty-eight to forty-three (inclusive)
seek to amend the provisions of the Public Health
Act, 1954 relating to the repair of streets not
repairable by a Highway Authority in order to
clarify the law.

The amendment made by clause forty-six of this Bill
in no way affects the law as it stands, but has been made
solely because of an error in the printing of the Annual
Volume of the Laws of 1954 which resulted in sections one
hundred and nine and one hundred and ten of the Public
Health Act, 1954 being printed as one section.

The opportunity has been taken to amend the provisions
contained in the Public Health Act, 1908 and the Public
Health (Amendment) Act, 1945 assented to by the Governor
on the 29th day of December 1945 which specify the scale to
which a plan relating to the division of land shall be drawn
by providing that the scale shall be such as may be ap-
proved by.the Roard, as Government has beenadvised that
the scales specified are inconvenient for certain admin-
strative purposes.

I beg to move thatthis Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. M, E, COX: I beg to second that.
The question was put and resolved in the affire

mative without division.

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS,
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX, Mr. SPEAKER leftthe
Chair and the House went into Committee on the Bill,
Mr. BRYAN in the Chair.

10.20 p.m.

Clauses ] to 9 inclusive were called and passed.

Clause 10 was called.

Hon, Dr. H, G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, in con-
nection with this Clause, 1 am asking leave to make the
following amendments:~-

To insert after the word *‘Clinics” in the marginal
note to sub-paragraph!l1(1) (a) the words *‘and District
Hospitals’’ and delete the word ‘‘or'’ occurring in that
sub-paragraph; in sub-paragraph 11 (1) (b) after the word
“Clinics”’ insert the words ‘*and (c) District Hospitals;"’
in 11 (2) delete the word ‘‘or’’ occurringin line 2 and after
the word ‘‘Clinic’’ in line 3 insert the words ‘' or District
Hospital”. In sub-paragraph 4 insert the words ‘‘or Dis-
trict Hospital’’ after the word ‘‘Centre”’ occurring in line
4 and finally to delete the second word ‘‘or"’.

There being no objection leave was granted
the Hon. Premier,

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: 1 beg to move that
Clause 10 as amended stand part of the Bill.

Hon. M. E, COX: I beg to second that.

The question tha. Clause 10 as amended stand
part of the Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Clause 1] was called,

Hon. Dr. H. 6. H. CUMMINS: I ask leave,Mr. Chair-
man, to amend this Clause by deleting thewords *‘or at an
Outpatients Clinic established under section eleven of this
Act” and substituting therefor ‘‘an Outpatients Clinic or a
District Hospital established under section 11 of this Act.”’

There being no objection leave was granted the
Hon, Premier.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H., CUMMINS: 1 beg to move that
Clausell as amended stand part of the Bill.

Hon. M, E. COX: I beg to second that,

The question that Clause 1] as amended stand
part of the Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Clauses 12 and 13 were called and passed.
16.30 p.m.
Clauses 14 to 57 inclusive were called and passed.
10.40 p.m.
Clauses 58 to 80 inclusiv: were called and passed
The First Schedule was called and passed.
The Second Schedule was called and passed.

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS,
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported
the passing of a Bill in Committee with amendments.

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported
accordingly.

On separate motions of Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS,
seconded in each case by Hon. M. E. COX, the Bill was
read a third time and passed,

R
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Hon. Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, this next
Bill, a Bill to amend the Public Assistance Act, 1954, is a
consequential Bill as a result of the Local Government
Bill of 1958,

Many of the amendments sought to be made by this
Bill are of a verbal nature aimed at achieving greater
clarity of expression e. g. clauses 3,10, 11, 13, 14, 17, 20
and 21. Other amendments have been made inaid of better
administration thus ~

(a) clause 4 widens the power given tothe Governor
by section 4 (1) of the Public Assistance Act,
1954 so as to enable him to appoint officers to
assist the Chief Public Assistance Officer;

(b) clause 5 seeks to replace the present section

seven by a new section of that number which

widens the regulation making power of the Public

Assistance Board;

clause 6 seeks to ensure that the Public Assist-
ance Board is given the necessary power to per-
form its duties in cases where a Council has
failed to co-operate with the Board;

(©)

clause 7 modifies section nine of the Act so as
to exempt the Board from having to submitto the
Governor a report as to the general condition of
the poor of the Island in the year in which it is
formed as the Board might not so shortly after
its formation beina position to makean adequate
report;

@

clause 16 modifies paragraph (d) of sectior
twenty for the reason that having regard to the
circumstances of Barbados it might not be possi-
ble for a Council to find work for the able bodied
poor;

(e)

(f) a proviso has been added by clause 18to section

twenty-three so as to ensure that there is no
duplication of work between the central govern-
ment and a Council;

clause 27 seeks to introduce two new sections
into the Public Assistance Act, 1954, to enable
a Council to take care of poor persons and
children belonging to the area of another Council,
whilst clause 29 introduces into that Actcertain
new penal provisions.

Section forty-one of the Public Assistance Act, 1954
has been repealed by clause 27 as the provisions relating
to compensation of officers and servants of the Board of
Guardians of the several Vestries are contained in the
Local Government Act, 1958; and in place of section nine-
teen, repealed by clause 15, a new section to be numbered
42A has been inserted by clause 28.

€3]

As I have said, it is quitea simple Bill and I now beg
_ to move that this Bill be read a second time.

Hon. M. E, COX: I beg tc second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS; Mr. Speaker, I beg to
move that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the
House go into Committee on this Bill, and that it be an
instruction when the House is in Committee to take this
Bill as read.

Hon. M, E, COX: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. BRYAN in the (hair.

Hon. Dr. H, G. H, CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, 1 beg to
move that Sections 1 to 29 of this Bill inclusive stand part.

Hon. M, E, COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affir-
mative without division,

10.50 p.m.

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: 1 beg to move, Mr.
Chairman, that you now report the passing of this Bill in
Committee.

Hon. M, E. COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to.

Mr. CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER
resumed the Chair and reported accordingly,

On motions of Hon. Dr. H. G.H. CUMMINS,
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX in each case, the Bill was
read a third time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, in moving the adjourn-
ment of the House I regrettosay that 1 did not ask leave to
deal with this Resolution for $8,460,987 or ratherl did not
ask that this Resolution be exempted from the provisions of
paragraph 8 of Standing Order No. 5. In the circumstances,
we have to adjourn until tomorrow.

I beg to move that this House do now adjourn until
Friday, 20th March, 1959, at 3 o’clock p.m.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: Inseconding the motion
I want to explainthatit might be considered as being some-
what tiring, but we have to pass this Resolutdon for
$8,460,987 which is set outinthe Appropriation Bill; other-
wise the Bill cannot follow. We ought to have asked that
this Resolution be among the matters with which we had
asked leave to deal today.

The question that this House do now adjourn
until Friday 20th March, 1959, at 3 o’clock p.m. was
put and resolved in the affirmative withoutdivision, and
Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly.

10.55 p.m.






