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Pursuant to the adjournment the House of Assembly
met at 12 noon today.

PRESENT

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker);
Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKER, (Leader of the Opposition);
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, C.B.E., M.D., C.M., (Pre-
mier); Hon. M. E. COX, (Minister of Trade, Industry and
Labour); His Honour Mr. L. E. SMITH, J.P. (Deputy
Speaker); Hon. R, G. MAPP, (Minister of Communications,
Works and Housing); Mr. F. C. GODDARD; Mr. C. E.
TALMA; Hon. D, D. GARNER, (Minister of Agricaliure,
Lands and Fisheries) Mr. H. A, DOWDING, M.B.E.;
Mr. C. B, SEARLES; Hon L. St A THORNE; (Minister of

Education); Mr. J. W. CORBIN; and Mr. G, E. S.

STRAUGHN.

Prayers were read.

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to inform the
House that the Minutes of the meeting held on Sth May
have been printed and circulated amongst hon. members
and unless there be any objection, these Minutes will be
taken as read and confirmed.

There being no objection, these Minutes are taken
as read and confirmed.

1 have the honour to inform the House that | have re-
ceived a Statement of Revenue and Expenditure for the
half year ended 31st March, 1959 from the Commissioners
of Highways for the parish of St. George.

Also in connection with Tenantry Roads from the
Commissioners of the said parish, 1 have received a
Statement of Revenue and Expenditure for the half year
ended 31st March, 1959.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to
give notce of the following:-

A Bill to amend and consolidate the law relating
to currency and to implement an Agreement to provide
for a uniform currency in the Eastern Group of the Brit-
ish Caribbean Tertitories.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' NOTICES

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, | beg to give notice of
the following Resolution:-

WHEREAS the present price of land is fantastic
and entirely out of proportiontotheeconomy of the island;

AND WHEREAS it is found extremely difficult, if
not impossible, for the underprivileged class to acquire
land for building or agricuitural purposes;

AND WHEREAS the Government has recently intro-
duced legislation having for its object the ceiling of land
values; .

BE IT RESOLVED that the Govermment enter into
immediate negotiations with a view to the acquisition of
at least one plantation in each of the parishes of St. Peter,
St. James, St. Thomas, St. Philip and Christ Church for
the establishment of Co-operative Farms, and for pro-
viding Building Lots at economic prices for the working
and middle classes.

QUESTIONS

Mr. DOWDING: To enquire of the appropriate Min-
ister:-
1. Whether he is aware thatdisaster has struck farmers
who irrigate their lands in California, Texas, [ouisiana
and Hawaii by fresh water wells having turned sait, due
to the great overdraft on the underground resources pull-
ing in sea water; and whether he has taken, or will take
the necessary steps to ensure that a similar disaster does
not occur in Barbados?

Also, to enquire of the appropriate Minister:-

Whether he is aware that the Director of Agriculture
is permanent Chairman of no less than seven different
Committees, as well as being a member of others; and
whether he will release the Director of Agriculture from
these extra duties, in order that he may devote all of his
time and efforts to his primary task - namely, the im-
provement of Agriculture in the island?

Also, to enquire of the appropriate Minister:-

Is he aware that there are a number of boys and
girls in the island who are anxious to study such careers
as Printing, Photography, Air Conditoning, Radic Engine-
ering, Refrigeration, Hair Dressing, Beauty Culture, etc.,
for which no training is available locally; and that these
youngsters are anxious to go overseas in order to obtain
the necessary training, and whether he would take the
necessary steps toinitiate a scheme to grant assistance
to these youngsters, either by way of grants or loans,
to bona fide applicants?

12.25 p.m.

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:- Is he aware
that the present arrangements for combating the effects
of a hurricane are inadequate and insufficfent, and will he
take the necessary steps to initiate an island wide co-
ordinated scheme which would provide the inhabitants of
the island with the necessary services before, during and
after a hurricane?

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:-

Whether there are any monies due to persons,
remaining in the Re-habilitation Fund, and whether he
will cause a list of these persons’ names and the amount
due them to be put in the newspapers?
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To enquire of the Appropriatz Minister:~
Whether there are any posts on the staff of the
Department of Agriculture which are vacant at present;
and what steps he has taken to ascertain that these
posts are filled immediately?

To enquire of the Approrriate Minister:-

Whether he is aware of the pressing nesd, and in-
creasing demands by householders throughout the islard
for their own water supply; and whether he will cause
a survey to be made and a plan drawn up for extending
the water mains to all householders over a period of
time?

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:-

Whether he is aware of the great danger to the
health of the people in the island and the hazard to agri-
cultural workers (particularly cane cutters and loaders)
caused by the dumping of empty tns, bottles and other
refuse in cane fields and hedgerows and whether he is
aware that this dumping is done in many instances by
persons who remove the refuse from one Parish and
dump it in another, and consequently will the Minister
institute the necessary measures to have this refuse col-
lected from the source by a Central Government Or-
ganisation or by awarding a contract for the purpose.

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:-

Whether he is aware of the urgent need for technical
training in Agriculture particularly in the growing of
sugar cane, and whether he will take the necessary steps
to inidate a scheme to trairn personnel in such things as
cultivation, superintending, overseeing, animai husbandry
etc., etc., at the Pine under the control of the Technical
Insdtute.

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:-

Whether he intends to cause the purchase of more
tractors to plough for peasants and if not, will he con-
tract with any tractor ovners who may have units avail-
able for this purpose, or whether he will make loans
available immediately for this purpose in order that
peasants throughout the island may get their lands ploughed
now, before the coming of the rainy season.

BILL READ A FIRST TIME

On motion of Hon, Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, seconded
by Hon. M. E. COX, the Bill to amend and consolidate the
law relating to currency and to implemen: an Agreement to
providedfor a uniform currency in the Eastern Group of

the British Caribbean Territories was read a first time,

Mr. SEARLES APPOINTED TO ACT AS
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

Hon. M, E, COX: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move that
the hon. junior member for St. James be appointed to
act as Chairman of Committees for today’s sitting.

Hon. D. D, GARNER: 1 beg to second ihat.

The question was put and vesolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Mr. BRYAN GRANTED FOUR WEEKS OF ABSENCE

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, before you call the
Orders of the Dey, I ask foir four weeks leave of absence
for the hon. junior member for St. Michael as from today.

There being no objection, leave was granted the

Hon. member,
ORDERS Nos. 1 & 2 POSTPONED

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, there are three Items
under Order No. 1 and 1 am asking that that Order Le
postponed.

There being no objection, leave was granted the

Hon. Minister.

Hon. M. E. COX: Sir, I am also asking leave to
pustpone Ordeir No. 2, and to proceed with Order No. 3.

Theve being no objection. leave was granted the
Hon, Minister.
CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT (GENERAL) (AMENDMENT)
No. 5, ORDER, 1959.

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day now
stands in the name of the Hon. Premier: To move the
passing of the following Resolution: Resolution to approve
the Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment} (No. 5)
Order, 1959.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: Sir, Order No. 3 deals
with the Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment)(No.S5)
Order, 1959, which deals with the Police incertain grades
as was recommended by Mr. Godsall.

It will b2 remembered that the Godsall Report dealt
with the Police in two stages as regards certain officers
from Inspectors up, exclusive of the Commissioner. One
side of his recommendation was for the granting of certair.
increases for the Police on the present Establishment,
and that was done.

12.35 p.m.

The second step was the creation of certain posts. One
was (o create the post of Senior Superintendent, to re-
duce the number of Superintendents and to re-create the
post of Assistant Superintendent. Hon. members will
remember that this post of Assistant Superintendent
was insttuted some years ago, it existed for some time
and then it was decided to abolish the post and have all
Superirtendents; but as a result of Mr. Godsall's recom-
mendations, these posts were re-created and suitable
salaries were also recommended, Mr. Godsall also made
certain recommendations in connection with the Inspector
Grade. When we continued the post of Chief Inspector,
certain salaries were recommended for him and also for
other Inspectors, but after we abolished the post of Senior
Inspector then there had to be instituted a grade of salary
which would be applicable to all Inspectors. There was
also an increase made in the number of Inspectors and it
is that phase of the matter whichis now before this House.

The Government has decided to establish the post of
Senior Superintendent, to decrease the number of Super-
intendents and create posts of Assistants. The Government
has also decided to abolish the post cf Chief Inspector
and it is these salaiies which are now before this House.
In addition to that, I should like to say at this stage that
this Order No. S which deals with an Amendment to the
Civil Establishment Order, was introduced a couple of
weeks ago and before we could deal v:ith it, an amendment
to this Am=2ndment Order No. 5 was introduced. When
I come to deal with this latter amendment I will explain
just what has happened. In conrection with the Order which
is before us now, there are also certain proposals for
increases in Staff. Hon. members will see that there are
also decreases in Staff. The Commissioner remains at
(1), the Deputy Commissioner and Senior Superintendent
(1) Director of Music (1} and the Superintendents ha ve been
reduced from (5) to (3). The post of Chief Inspector has
been abclished and the number of Inspectors will be in-
creased by one. In reality the increase is one, but if you
abolish the office of Chief Inspector that will leave the
number of Inspectors at (7). There is also the post of
Inspector of Weights and Measures which is a new post
which is being created, and wil! be included in the list.
The aumber of Station Sergeants wiil be increased from
(17) to (20); the aumber of Sergeaits from (22) to (27);
the number of Corporals from (78) to (84); Constables
from {442) to (457) and the whole Establishment from
(575) to (608j. Many of these increases in staff are due
to the fact that Seawell Airport has now been put on an
international basis and it must be operated for 24 hours
a day. With the increasad amount of workat Seawell, there
is also an increase in staff which is included for the Air-
port in this Order. As far as the staff at the Afrport is
concerned, there will be one Sergeant, two Corporals and
seven Constables because of the improved status of the
Alrport. As 1 said before, Seawell is now an iniernatonal
Airport and it must therefore be operated on a 24 hour~
a-day basis.

ﬁ.
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With regard to the other increases in staff, they are
also due to natural causes. The increase of population,
increases in the work of policemen and the question of
emigration will also take more staff. There is, therefore,
a generalincrease in the Police Establishment of the island.
There was also the post of Director of Music filled and the
rank of Superintendent which is now proposed..........

Mr. TUDOR: On a point of order. 1 am wondering
whether the substance of what the Premier is now dealing
with, is in Order No. 9 on the Order Paper, Order No. 3,
or both. There seems to be some confusion on this side
as to what Order is being dealt with,

Hon. Dr, H, G, H, CUMMINS: Weare now dealing with
Order No. 3 on the Order Paper andit {s an amendment to
the Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment) (No. 5)
Order, 1959.

Mr. TUDOR: 1 donotwant todetain the Hon.”Premier,
but it did appear to usas ifhe was dealing with Order No.9
which is a Resolution to approve the Civil Establishment
(General) (Amendment) ( No. 5) (Amendment) Order, 1959,
which has a fairly long Addendum.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: Order No. 9 is an

amendment to the Order which we are now considering.
It fs an amendment to this Amendment Order No. S and
1 said that when I come to deal with that Order 1 will give
an explanation as to why there was an amendment to the
Amendment Order. If Your Honour does not object, per-
haps 1 could give the explanation now for the purpose of
clarification as to why it is necessaryto have this amend-
ment to the Amendment Order No. S. It is simply this: As
1 said earlier, Mr. Godsall in his proposals recommended
two things as far as the Inspectorate is concerned:-
12,45 p.m.
“If you retain the post of Chief Inspector, here are the
salaries I recommend for the Chief Inspector and the In-
spectors; if you abolish the office of Chief Inspector” -
as we have done ~ ‘‘here are the salaries I recommend
for Inspectors.’’ It was anoversight onthe part of the Gov-
ernment when dealing with that recommendation after de-
ciding to abolish the office of Chief Inspector to adopt the
salary as recommended for the Inspectors. It was graded
an increment below that recommended by Godsall, and
when it was brought to the Government’s notice, this Order
which we are considering now had already come down to
the House, and therefore the only thing that could be done
was to bring an amendment to No. 5 Order. In short, we
will have to pass the Order which we are now considering
and then deal with the amendment to it.

In considering the numbers andincreaseinthe estab-
lishment of Police, I think I bave covered the ground fairly
well, and at this stage, 1 beg to move that this Resolution
do now pass.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, we do not view this
Resolution with any disfavour, but the weakness of it is
that the proposed increases are obviously inadequate.

The Constables whom it is proposed toincrease from
442 to 457 - that is by 15 - certainly cannot meet the
present day demands required of the personnel of the
Force. After all, Sir, it is only in very important instances
that a senior member of the Establishment is required.
The person on multifarious duties and occasions whose
presence is essential, is sought for and is telephoned for
is the Constable, and it is clear if, as it certainly was a
fact two weeks ago when 1 first put my question - there
has been some attempted adjustment since then - Con-
stables have to remain continuously on duty, certainly
in the rural districts, from my personal knowledge for
as long as twelve hours «.......

Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: On a point of order,
I do not think it is proper in my opinion for the hon. mem-
ber to deal with that at this stage. If you will remember,
Sir, the hon. member has asked questions on that point,
and 1 am sure that in due course the answer will be com-
ing down to him; so he 1s, so to speak, anticipating the
replies of the Government on that point.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is still discussing
the Bill.

Hon. Dr. H. G.H. CUMMINS: As Your Honour pleases.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, I have complete con-
fidence that you can see an cobvious point or even those
points which are not so clear.

There is a proposal to increase by 15 the number of
Constables; I am speaking on that and 1 am saying that I
agree with the increase, but this increase proposed is,
in my view - because of the knowledge 1 have and my ex-
perience of local conditions - insufficient. We will support
it because 15 is better than none, but we need fifty rather
than fifteen in order that these overworked employees of
Government can be given reasonable and adequate oppor-
tunity for a rest. The senior officers, of course, are peo-
ple who only on rare occasions one has to take recourse
to, but with the rank and file, whom one calls on every
conceivable occasion, fifteen more, in my view, will not
sufficiently alleviate the state of affairs which certainly
is crying out for amelioration.

Now, Sir, as to the proposal for the creation of the
post of Senior Superintendent, 1 wonder if it is logical to
create a Senior Superintendent and at the same time to
be dispensing with the Chief Inspector to the Inspeciors.
It does not seem to me to make very much sense, but
there may be some good reason other than the intention
to help a particular person who feels that he should have
got promoted to Deputy Commissioner and to give him
the post of Senior Superintendent. My first thought is that
the Senior Superintendent was created because an officer
who had expected - and not without justification - to be
made Deputy Commissioner had been overlooked and this
post was created in order to relieve his feelings.

As to the post of Assistant Superintendent, I suppose
what will happen is this: we have had an Assistant Super-
intendent before; the Commissioner in whose regime the
post was created disapproved of that, and the result was
that we ceased to have an Assistant Superintendent. Now
I understand the present Commissioner is enthusiastic
about these Assistants, and we find that it is proposed tc
provide for four of such. 1 would not be surprised when
another change is made that you will have another Com-
missioner of Police decrying the necessity for this rank
and the Legislature will be seeking again to abolish it,
It does not make any difference to me: but you know there
was the fear at one time- and we had to voice it in this
Champber - that the reason for instituting the post of Assis-
tant Superintendent was to provide some promotion for
local people who were intended to go thus far and no further
in the hierarchy of this Establishment. Of course, the
Commissioners will realise that that cannot obtaininthese
days, but we would like them also to realise that there is
no reason why the post of Commissioner and Deputy Com-
missioner, so far as one can judge by the manner in which
it is filled, could be regarded as a post only for some
one of European appearance. We might as well let it be
known, just as the idea that an Assistant Superintendent
should be the highest post for a coloured man in the force
now that we have Superintendents, that the post of Deputy
Commissioner and Commissioner are equally posts which
should be regarded not only in theory but in actual prac-
tice as open to coloured people, or people of any other
appearance.

Now, Sir, I notice that it is proposed by this regula-
ton to increase the salary of the Deputy Commissioner
to $600 a month by $40; he will thereby be getting a salary
higher than that paid to many trained, highly qualified and
experienced professional men in this island. I merely point
out that in passing.

The increase proposed for the Director of Music is
an increase which so far as the office is concerned, I am
sure everyone in Barbados will support, because if you
were to take a vote throughout this island, a plebiscite,
as to the most popular, the most liked and generally ap-
preciated public official in this island, there would be no
doubt about it that Captain Raison would win on an over-
whelming majority. There is hardly anyone in the country
districts who would not vote for him for taking the Police
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Band not mercly ‘n a psrfimetory o routice way o tue
rural sress th-oughsut the leagthsad breadth of this island,
bit for the eathnslasiy and the keemmesa which ke pizs
inzo the job, which ha do2s vrhen he mke:: that very excel-
lent institution and its very efficient personnelall over the
length and breadth of this island.

12.35 p.m.

None of us wou'd cavil at the proposad salury ircreaces
for these officers, and cartainly the Direcior of Music.
He deserves that, and more than that, for the gcod which
he is doing in not merely entertaining the people of ihis
island and providing them with a little pleasant recreation
during the course of the year, but for the increased public
appreciation of music which he has engendered throughout
the length ancC breadth of this isiand.

Sir, I am wordering if the present Commissioner
and the Hon. Premier considered, when this subject matzer
was under review, the re-inctitution of the ranks of Lance
Corporal and Lance Sergeant :n the Force, The re-insd-
tutdon of the rank of Lance Corporal is promotion for
those Constables who cannot attain the rank of Corporal,
and for that Constable who desires to be higher thana
Private but who is not regarded as just good enough to
be promoted to the rank of Corporal: and the re-institu-
tion of the rank of Lance Sergeant would be promoton for
those Corporals who cannot attain the rank of Sergeaat
but who deserve promotion fre+y Corporal. I am wonder-
ing if the Hon. Premier would let us know whether the re-
institutlon of these posis came up for review, and if they
did, the reasonwhen making these changes to decide against
their restoration.

One must congratulate these higher paid officlals,
at least those who apparently would be getting back-pay
from April, 1956. When we come to dealwith the up-grad-
ing of the Inspectors’ salary, the Hon. Premier more or
less explained that ir was laid down by Mr. Godsall to
abolish the post of Chief Inspector andto give more money
to the Inspectors. Now, that is all well and good: but when
you are degling with monzy and vcu are not giving more
money to the men below, youneednotbe surprised if these
people at the bottom are not satisfied and they coaidnue to
leave the Force in the comparatively largz rumkers in
whick they are leaving or are about to leave or contem-
plating leaving unless legislation comes in before the next
election year to give them an adequate increase in their
substantial salary.

As | have said, wedo notpropose to oppose ihe Feso-
lution, but there are these points of view which are recom-
mended and which 7 am stressing. I hope the Hor. Premier
would let us know partiularly whether any recorsiderztion
was given to the re-institution of the ranks of Lance Cor-
poral and Lance Sergeant.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, like the lasthon. mem-
ber who spoke, 1 will start with the Constables first. I,
personally, feel that the increase of fifteer is too small
in number today. It is not a matter that crime is increas-
ing, but we arc passing a lot of Jduties on to the Dolice
from this Houce. Every Tuesday that we meet in here
and make any Regulaiiors, ro special provision is made
for the carrying out of these laws cther than tiivough the
Police. They have dutes in Barbados thet would normally
be donz by other Departmen’s in otiier count-ies, and that
is one of the reasons which makes it appear that we have
a largs Folice Force in relation to the numkar of our pop-
ulation. It is on account ¢f tiie numbeir cf duties which
they do and whichare notdone by Police in other countries.

It is indicated today that the expansion of the Aliport
would call for more Police there. With respect to the Im-
migretion Department there, everyone has been criticising
the length of time passengers have o waitas there is only
one stream to deal with the incoming passergers. Today,
planes are getting bigger ana bigger and I look forward
to the not too far future when 100 passengers would be
coming to Barbados by one plane; so that you ha'e to see
to it that things are streamlired: and rather than have ore
siream of immigration, you shouid have two, three o fectr
streams to meet the growing ¢>mands, Of course, it will
take persornelaid if vou are saying thar it comes unier
the Police, then you will haveio cee to it that you get mor=s
policemen. You cannot have other duties neglected just
to shift these policemea around.

1 d5 not know howmany Constables the Comruissioner
of Poidce 23ked for, but I beileve that he did ask for more
then these filteen because thi3 number sceme to be inade-
quate. The other ranks such as Sergeants and Cerporals
ere i reiation to the number of Constables.

Oite of the bes: things we did was to separate the
vost of Director of I4usic irom that of Inspector. Rorme:cly
Direcior of Music was 3aa Inspector.The chauge was
made scnetime ago and that was the right thing to do. |
The holder of this post is really a Director of Music and
rot ornly has he achieved a highstandard of music by the
Police Band, but he also encourages music all through
the isiand. Today, we have the Barbados Orchestra which
he conducts, and 1 am sure that those who have heard it
are amazed at the improvements which it has made during
the three years of its existence, Peopie like him must be
adequately remunerated and I do not think anyone would
begrudge adequate increase for people whoare really pull-
ing their weight,

As the Hon. Premier said, this revision was recom-
mended by Mr. Godsall in 1956 and in the course of the
remarks, he said that it was an oversight thzt it was not
doue before.

Hon. Dr. H., G, H, CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, ona
point of order, 1did not say that it was on account of any
oversight that it was not done before. What I did say with
reference to any oversight was relating to the fixing of
the salary of Inspectors. That was an oversight and that
is why we have these amendments to amend the Civil
Establishment No. 5 Order.

1.05 p.m.

Mr. GODDARD: Well, I thank the hon. member for re-
peating it again because inthe Godsall Reporta recommen-
dation was made that if you accepted his recommendation,
the Chief Inspector would get so much. In other words, it
was dependent upon thg action of the Governmentas to what
they decided and thatwas three yearsago. What I am saying
is this; the Inspectors concerned must have drawn the
matter to the attention of the Covermment, not today, but
some loug time ago; because if the matter had affected
any other par: of the Civil Service, it would have been
drawn to their attention in a matter of months following.
Itmust have been a very long and biiter barter between
tie persons concerned, becausz salaries are being fixed
at this presert moment; these people could not be for-
gotten any longer and sc the Government had to come
down at this preseni moment with this Order. They could
naturelly say that other people had built a rew about their
anomalies and everyone had to be adequately recompensed
as from today; tha: is why this legislation is being back-
dated. 1 quite agree with it but I am amazed that it was
not fixed before now. The Government had to go back and
fix salaries, and three years after a recommendation had
been made to ihem, it could not be put down purely as an
oversight. I 2m sure that the persons involved in this mat-
ter must iave made application to ihe Government for an
adjustment of thelr salaries. That is all 1 am saying.

As I have said, 1 quiteagreewith this Resclution, but
I do hope that the Government will cee that if the Com-
missiorer says that there shoul: be a grzater number of
constables to do the work efficiently, there should not be
any penny-pinchirng in thatdirection. Therearea vast num-
ber of new dutles being thrown on the Policz Deily and the
Folize Constables have to do them.

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Speaker, ! have one comment
to make on the Resolutdon which comment could perhaps
be put in the {orm of a questicn; probably the Hon. Premier
might he able to throw some light on it. 1 am wondering
whether between the post of Superintendent and Sergeant
in the Police Band, there cculd not bde one of these new
Superintendents or !rspectors. The reason for my obser-
vaticn is that when anyore has to act for the Director of
Music, who is a Superintendent, I nctice that it is a Ser-
gearnt “vko is doing this acting. I have heard a pumber of
bouquets being sihowered on the Director of Music which
are well justified, and 1 aim certain that the Director him-
self, being & couscientious man, would be very willing
to pass cn some of these houqueis for the success of the
Band to some of his subordinates. ! &m wondering if there
is uot aaother anomaly that where you have 3omeone act-
ing for the Dirertor of pusic, he is a Sergeant. Normally
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1 take the opportunity of discussing, as far as I can, these
matters with the officers who are involved, but I have not
had that chance this time and 1 amwondering if the Prem-
ier has that informaton to hand. Now that we are talking
about this wonderful work of the Director of Music, I
wonder if we should not pay some attention to the estab-
lishment of the Police Band itself; if there is going to be
promotion of some sort, we should see that the post of
Assistant Superintendent or Inspector is created in the
Police Band.

Mr. TUDOR: Lest the hon. member should appear
to be alone or to be singing a solo in this matter, I want
to say that for once 1 want to support him in this issue.
When this Resolution was first circulated I wondered im-
mediately why it was that no consideration was given to
the creation of the post of Assistant Director of Music in
the Police Band. 1 have not got any partcular person in
mind; it is just this, that the Police Force has one branch
of the Establishment which has a specialised job to per-
form; that is the one branch which springs to my mind
whose work is readily appreciated. 1tis hard work, and in-
deed it involves not only the customary routine work but su-~
perimposed is the technical work of music.The Senior Offi-
cer in the Police Band isnotonlya Police Officer as such,
but he is also a technician who must bring his Band up to
scratch at all imes.

As my colleague, the hon, junior member for St. Lucy
has said, nobody could withhold general praise from Cap-
tain Raison, but it is not difficult to see that the strain on
him personally must be terrific in order to organise
and execute such a vast range of musical programmes
all up and down the length and breadth of this island. He
is worth his money and perhaps even more than we give
him although I am glad to see that adjustments were made
in his and in other cases. But the point is that if the Band
fs to-be kept up to its customary technical scratch, if it
is to continue to do its workall over this island, then con-
sideration will have to be giventoposts of a similar nature
to that of the Director of Music himself and the holders
of these posts, whoever they are, if the posts are created,
must not only be responsible Police Officers but also mu-
siclans of experience and quality. I do not think we ought
to accept the idea that because the Band itself does less
exacting ordinary Police dutles than other branches of the
Police Establishment, it can be ignored a little longer.
I think a case has been made out for the creation of one
or possibly two senior posts in the Police Band which is
dependent upon its experience and musicianship. In addi-
don to that, I would like to say that good as the Police
Band is, and useful as it is in raising the cultural stand-
ard of the people of this island, it should be made much
better for young Bandsmen to get the impression that any
particular talent which they have for musicianship will
be recognised and rewarded.

1.15 p.m.

By that a manwould be able to rise in the Band notonly

because of long service but because of his particular gift

of musicianship and how well he executes his particular

instrument. That ought to be the policy to be followed, but

that, perhaps, may come in time, for the immediate issue
.. 1s, I think, the creation of the post of Assistant Director
-~ "of Music, permanently so, and then perhaps another post
slightly under that with less semiority and a little less
emoluments so that the Band itself will have its own sep-
arate establishment as a routine matter and not dependent
on shifts and changes in the personnel or numbers of the
Police Force generally. If we admit, as we all do, the
mere existence of the Police Band with its present high
standard of music and the enjoyment which it gives to many
today, then we ought to spare nopainsto put it on the most
proper footing; and without, as I said, pleading & case of
particular individuals, I think it is sufficient to draw the
attendon of Government to the fact thatthe Band as a Band
really plays its part, and that posts in it and the arrange-
ment of these posts ought to be subjected to the very best
possible scrutiny, and that nothing should be lacking to
make the band properly established and its personnel
thoroughly satisfied, which can be done in the shortest
possible ttme.

I should therefore like to impress upon Government
that while we welcome on this side what is being done for

371
e e e

the Director of Music himself, we would like to see under
him the creation of senior posts dependent, as I said, on
period of service and musicianship.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, 1 too, would like to
subscribe to the views expressed by the last hon. mem-
ber, but 1 wonder why this was so long in coming. As
a matter of fact, from 1956 until now must have created
some unrest, uncertainty and suspicion in the minds of the
people to whom we look most for protectionin this country.
I am very glad to see, however, that the Government has
at long last recognised these anomalies and the re-
commendations made, because 1 myself know there was
definitely an undercurrent going through the Police De-
partment which did not speak well in the interest of dis-
cipline and the maintenance of order, because with the
top-ranking officers such as you have put here, with the
loss of confidence, one would appreciate what would hap-
pen at the bottom. I do appreciate that this has come, but
one wonders if there is some motive which may be des-
cribed as ulterior for bringing it at this particular time.
1 am sure that we are all looking forward to seeing more
of these coming to the House at this time because last
week, as you will recall, we dealt with some, and I under-
stand today you have actually postponed others and there
are more in the offing to come down.

Last week when we were dealing with the Teachers
at Government-aided secondary schools, you will recall
that I mentdoned then that there were certain anomalies
in respeéct of elementary teachers and teachers at modern
secondary schools for which nothing had been done, but I
notice that after protest which has been madeand the pres-
sure which apparently seems to have been brought upon
the Government - 1 hope 1 am right in saying that there
has been some postponement - that Government has de-
cided, and 1 agree with them, to bring about the settling
or straightening out of anomalies in respect of teachers
at the Government-alded secondary schools; but there were
anomalies in the salaries for teachers at elementary
schools which, I am sure you will agree, needed recog-
nidon by the Government at the very earliest stage, if
not earlier than those of the secondary teachers.

-In the case of the Police, 1 am indeed very happy
to see that the Government has at last stopped wrangling
over it with the petty spite and jealousy-because one or’
two people wanted to hurt one or two top officials in the
Police Force - and they have at last given way to reason
and justice and have beenable to come down and settle these
anomalies, 1 feel, ke the hon. member who spoke last,
that there must be some incentive to our men- at least
those with ability- for promotion, and 1 am sure that as
things look today that incentive will present {tself.

1 am happy to support the Resolution but I am hoping
that in the not distant future the other anomalies will be
put right. I am sure that you can never have a revision
of any sort unless you have anomalies; it is impossible;
but when you have anomalies, then people must face them.
Government must face them and you should never have
that petty spite and wrangling because somebody feels that
some particular branch or section of a community is not
with a particular Party or Government or is opposed to
a particular individual in Government. Those days should
be over,

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker, the Government cannot
escape censure on this occasion. The delay that has taken
place in this matteris one of great seriousness. The Police
Force of this island should be dealt with in a fair manner:
and if it were the intention, as is obvious now, of the Gov-
ernment to increase these salaries, it should have been
done much earlier. This means that during the past two
years or more these particular officers have not been re-
ceiving their full emoluments, and therefore the taxpayers
in turn have not been receiving the full benefit from these
officers as if they were well paid. I think, Sir, that it is
a serlous matter that our Police Force should be left in
abeyance in matters of their pay, and I sincerely hope that
this will not occur again. It does not seem to me that it
can be merely an oversight, and I do hope that all the ne-
cessary anomalies in the Force will be straightened out

immediately.
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1 have heard, Mr. Speaker, of persons who are op~
posed to the Party and this, thatand the other. I do’not be-
lieve in bringing that sort of thing into a debate unless
1 am willing to stand on my feet and say who the person is
and what the facts are. It is regrettable that our Force
should be subject to any rumours even in this Honourable
House. It is not good encugh for the standard of debate in
this Honourable House, and 1 hope we will be seeing the
day soon that when hon. members have anything to say to
the detriment of any person they will be willing to
call names and produce the facts. (Hon. R. G. MAPP:
Hear| Hearl) Be carefull Yours is coming fairly soon and
1 will call names too.

1 feel, Sir, that all members around this Table ap-
preciate the good work which the Police Band has done,
but I agree with the hon. senfor member for St. Lucy
that there is scope in that Band for another senior appoint-
ment. It must be realised that if the senior man is good,
then the Band is also good, but it must also be realised
that he must have the co-operation and support of the
men under him in order that the Band may be good. 1 feel
that this Band is deserving of further recognition and that
it should have at least one senior post along with the Di-
rector. If any of us has experienced the good which this
Band is doing throughout the island, if any of us has been
present at any of the functions held at the various insttu-
tions and has seen with his own eyes the pleasure coming
to inmates, 1 feel that he would be only too happy to support
any increase in this Band.

1.25 p.m.

But 1 also feel that there is a tendency in an organisation
which has only one senior manwhoisabove the rest by far
for that organisaton to be Hable to a certain amount of
confusion lower down. I recommend strongly that the Gov-
ernment consider having another senior man closer to the
Director thereby giving more continuity along the line in
the Police Band. I do hope, Sir, that our Police Band will
continue to go from better to better and that the Govern-
ment will give it every assistance.

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Speaker, I am glad to say thatl
now have the opportunity of seeing what the Governor said
from the Throne in his Speech has come into operation.
He said then. ‘“My Government are aware that there has
been some increase in the cost of living since the last
salaries revision and have under consideration measures
to grant some relief tothe lower paid employees of Govern-
ment.” ’

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is making reference
of something which refers to another Order before us.

Mr. CORBIN: I am referring to the Civil Establish-
ment (General) (Amendment) (No.5) Order, 1959, concern-~
ing policemen. I am glad to see that the Government has
taken steps to increase the salary of these poor people
such as teachers and all like those and Policemen especi-
ally who have to walk up and down without the use of a
vehicle to carry out their duties. Whenl see the low wages
which they receive, it shocks my modesty, because 1 know
they cannot meet the cost of living today. The cost of
living of certain people today is 30%and the materials 40%
and on account of that they could never reach payment for
them. 1 am sure the small increase which they are going
to get will yet make it hard for them to meet their demands.
1 hope Government will consider these poor peopleand in-
crease their wages so that they would be able to give proper
satisfaction in their duties. They are working unwillingly
because of the low wages they are receiving.

Mr. SPEAKER: Again, I must point out to the hon.
member that the Order before us is Order No. 3 on the
Order Paper which deals with the Civil Establishment
(General) (Amendment) (No. 5) Order, which deals with
Police,

Mr. CORBIN: I am dealing with the Police especially.

Mr. SPEAKER: That Order deals with the Police
specifically but the hon. member seems to be rather gen-
eral.

Mr. CORBIN: 1 hope the Policemen would be more
satisfied with the greater increase given to them.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: Sir, I will answer the
last point first. This point was repeated by the last hon.
member who spoke as well as by other hon. members. I
repeat, Sir, that this is not a Salaries Revision as far as

the Police are concerned. 1 am at pains to say that. This «®m

is implementing the Godsall Report and I thought that that
was understood by every hon. member. I repeatit because
there are hon. members who think that this is a Salaries
Revision and are pleading the cause of Policemen below
the rank of Inspector. This is a recommendation of Mr.
Godsall with which we are now dealing.

There are one or two other points which I want to
answer. The hon. senior member for the City referred to
Anomalies, It is no anomaly; it is back pay. This is a re-
commendation by Mr. Godsall which the Government now
seeks to implement. (Mr. MOTTLEY: After three years?)
Yes; it may be even after six years. If the hon. member
had read the Resolution, he would see thatit does not mat-
ter if it is three years or six years. It is backdated, (Mr.
MOTTLEY: This is spite work,) I do not know where the
spite work comes from. This Government has nothing to
do with the Police. I happen to be a member of the Police
Board but that Board does not deal with persornel.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I have never or neither
would I be soignorant of accusing the Government of having
anything to do with the Police. I never inferred that. 1 am
sorry thattheHon. Premier misconstrued me. Inmy speech
1 said that it took three years to give them this increase
and after three years of wrangling and certain Ministers
opposing it, the Government has now seen the wisdom of
bringing this Resolution down.

Hon. Dr. H, G. H. CUMMINS: The Hon. Leader of the
Oppositdon referred to the ranks of Lance Corporal and
Lance Sergeant. I wish to tell him that it was never re-
ferred to me or to the Government that we should re-instate
these ranks; therefore, when he asked that question why
these ranks were n& reinstated, that is the answer. The
Head of the Police Force never asked that these ranks be
re~-instituted.

Certain hon. members spoke of the Police Band and
especially with regard to the Sergeant in charge, the man
who substtutes for the Director of Music when he is sick
or absent on leave. Well, I think that the Public in general
wamnts to see that the status of that officer be raised and 1
am able to tell this House that that point has not been lost
sight of . (Applause.) think that the status of that officer
will be raised in the near future.

1.35 p.m.

I do not think that there is anything more which would be
answered. The hon. junior member for Christ Church has
again referred to the question of emigration at Seawell.
For his information I will say that if these increases are
granted we will see to it that there is also an increase in
respect of the Emigration Officers operating at Seawell.
1 think that those are the mainpoints which have been made.

The question that this Resolstion do now pass

was put and resolved in the affirmative without divisiom,

WN AND COUNTRY DEVELOPMENT PLANNING
(INTERIM CONTROL) BILL

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I am asking leave
that we revert to Order No. 2 as the next Order of the
Day.

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker, I must object to this
mamner of going backwards and forwards on the Order
Paper unless there is a good reason for doing that. What
is Order No. I, should be dealt with, what is Order No. 2
and Order No. 3 should be dealt with and we should go
in that mamner.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Leader of the House said
that these Orders were temporarily postponed. The Hon.
Minister said that this Order was postponed because the
files were not to hand.

Hon. M, E. COX: 1 do not know if the hon. member
would like to advise the Government as to how it should
conduct its business.

“
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Mr. SPEAKER: The matter need not reach that stage
atall,

Hon. M. E, COX: I hinted that it was only s question

me= of a temporary postponement becguse the Hon. Minister

\

did not have his files. 1 said that, instead of holding up the
House to get the files, we would consider the next Order
of the Duy.

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker, 1 am al least grateful
that, at this stage, we have an explanation as to why this
Order was postponed.

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands
in the name of the Hon. Minister of Communications, Works
and Housing:- To move the Second Reading of a Bill to
make provision for the Interim Control of thedevelopment
of land.

Hon. R. G, MAPP: Mr. Speaker, the history of Town
and Country Plamning Legislation in this island has been
one of abortive attempts. For one reason or another, the
idea of Town and Country Planning has never caught on
in Barbados; indeed it has been anathema to Barbados on
the whole. I was rather amusedinreading the debate which
took place in this House in 1947 ona Resolution to allocate
money to cover the cost of printdng the Report of the Ar-
chitect and Town Plammer, Mr. DeSyllas; 1 was amused at
the comments which were made on that side of the House.
The then Leader of the Oppositdon said that a financlal
crisis was facing the island, that money would be wasted
in printing pretty booklets which would be of little use to
the population, and in spite of the pleas made by the then
Leader of the House, Mr. Adams, as he was then, that we
should have these colour plans and of his pointing out the
dangers of overcrowding, traffic congestion, traffic density
and things of that sort, in spite of the pleas of the Hon.
Leader of the House, the efforts of the Opposition pre-
vailed and the Resolution was consequently withdrawn.
However, it was typical of the attitude of the island as
a whole towards anything called planning.

1 think that that was a great pity because most hon.
members are aware of the terrific problems which are
now confronting us with regard to the land used in this
island, the lot of building projects and the traffic problems.
Hon. members will agree that a lot of these problems
could have been avoided and lessemed if we had some
effort at Town and Country Planning in this island. In that

year, the Town Plamning Adviser to the Comptroller for
Development and Welfare wrote this:

‘It is hardly necessary to argue the need for town
plamning control in a city so obviously out of hand as
Bridgetown: continued laissez-faire development will re-
sult in Increasingly unsocial living conditions and increas-
ingly expensive corrective measures. The survey maps
also show that in some respects, effective town planning
measures would not be too difficult or too expensive to
achieve. Preventive legislation and a forward-looking
plamning scheme are urgently needed at this time when
so many building projects, public and private, are about

1o begin.”

He foretold what would happen if town planning legis-
lation was not introduced. Thatwasin 1947. 1t was the year
in which the Town and Country Plamning Bill was passed
in this House and not continued with inthe Other Place be-
cause of the fact that too many people believed that this
"Town and Country Planning Legislation presented many
difficulties and it did not suit Barbados. We have gone on
in a haphazard mammer, and I think that most people will
agree, especially now that the Deep Water Harbour is being
constructed, that we should deal with this matter and have
some sort of Town and Country planning in this Island.
I do not think that most hon. members would remember
the DeSyllas Report, but it would be very useful if we were
to refer to that Report on Bridgetown. Mr. DeSyllas made
a very comprehensive Report and 1 think it is well worth
while to quote some passages from it. Mr. DeSyllas com-
mented thus on Bridgetown:-

‘*Like many anEnglish seaport or markettown, Bridge-

arrangement. About a hundred years ago, in the days of
expanding Bridsh industry and overseas trade, the city
began to grow rapidly. It grew in a plecemeal way, rather
irresponsibly; so that the narrow streets and lanes of a
small township today make shift for the traffic routes of
a busy commercial city. Its growth continued uncontrolled,
until it became the present labyrinth of bustling streets
and nudging bulldings, where over 70,000 people strive to
live and work.”’
1.45 p.m.

He then pointed out the faults. He said ‘‘the most
obvious faults are the congested streets, incapable of deal-
ing with modern traffic; confused interlocking of com-
mercial, industrial and housing areas; ‘over-building’ and
overcrowding; serious shortage of public open spaces, in-
cluding school playgrounds, parks and gardens; complicated
problems of traffic control, policing and servicing; and --
a more recent development of the motor transport age -~
an unkempt suburban sprawl, devoid of any sense of com-
munity.’’ He points out that ‘‘the criterion in the most
recent developments is almost invariably speculadve
value - seldom community need. Developments have usu-
ally been sporadic, following the main traffic roads or
sprinkled over large tracts of suburban land, often of
high agricultural fertility.

This situation has been typical of unplanned towns
all over the world. It has become a serious problem in
Bridgetown, already congested and overgrown, where as
yet not even the simplest form of planning control exists."’

He then went on to argue the need for planning and
preservation of certain features of Bridgetown. In para-
graph 6 he speaks of the ‘‘expansion of the town'’, and
again, Sir, it is worth quoting in the light of the Local
Government Bill which covers Bridgetown up to what was
formerly Christ Church. He wrote as follows:-

‘“The control of Bridgetown's growth is a serious
problem; its solution becomes increasingly urgent. The
city boundary was revised as recently as 1931, but urban
development has already overleapt it. It is an arbitrary
line without administrative significance. The densely built
up areas of Bridgetown extend into the countryside of
St. Michael and Christ Church. When the statutory town
planning scheme is being worked out, thetime will be ripe
for reviewing the city boundary, in conjunction with schemes
for local government re-organisation. The creation of the
Bridgetown City Council, will no doubt™be studied at this
time-"

He pointed out that ‘‘the population of Bridgetown
is contained within an arc of about 2 1/2 miles radius
from Trafalgar Square, extending from Spring Gardens
on the St. James coast to Rendezvous Road in Rockley.
The fact that Bridgetown is administered by two parishes
and has no administrative city boundary of its own makes
it d.lf.ﬂcult to study the rate ot growth of the urban popula-~
don.”

As 1 said already, Mr. DeSyllas emphasied that
Bridgetown had sprawled out not only to the boundary of
St. James but as far as Rockley in Christ Church; but in-
deed we have seen a change in the boundary line with the
City of Bridgetown being what it is today. He also pointed
out that the growing density of populaton and the move-
ment from rural areas into the urban areas would create
increasing difficulties in town planning.

1 think, Sir, that with the passage of ime and the
improvement of ideas, people in Barbados today have be-
come planning - conscious and do realise the need for
planning of some sort; and the House asa whole welcomed
the insertion in the Estimates of an Item providing for
a Town Planner. As we know, that Town Planner arrived
late last year and has been very actively engaged prepar-
ing for his Town and Country Phnn:lng duty.

Now, Sir, members Vliﬂ see Mm Bill is ot &
comprehensive Town and Country Plnikng BUil:- legiola~
don of that sort is bound to take some time because it'is -
difficult legislation, and obviously we have to give the

town has grown haphazardly, with little sign of conscious | Town and Coumtry Planning Officer some time to look




around and come to his own conclusions, so that he can
advise Government as well as he should onthe lines which
such Town and Country Planning legislation should follow.
This is, therefore, Mr. Speaker, an interim measure de-
signed to control development in this island and land use
in general in Barbedos. Itis an interim control measure
which will go out of operation as soon as the Town and
Country Planning Bill comes into effect. Since the Town
and Country Planning Officer has been here, he has been
engaged in carrying out a comprehensive survey of the
existing patterns of land use in this island and of the fis-

cal, economic and social condidons which exist, because
any Town and Country Planner must take into account all
those features which fit into the problem of Town and
Country Planning today.

Planning today, Sir, is a feature of all Governments.

1 think that most of those members in this House who might
have studied the efforts of planning in Puerto Rico will
realise to what extent Governments - and especfally the
Government of Puerto Rico - have gone in planning. At
the recent Caribbean Conference in Port of Spain, I think
in 1956, Dr. Pico who attended the Conference, and with
whom most of us are famillar,told the Conference that
planning paid not only in better resuits but in more eco-
nomic projects, and most of us will agree. Those of us
who have followed the efforts of broad comprehensive
planning will agree with Dr, Pico that it has paid off.
Puerto Rico found that by planning on a comprehensive
scale, by planning not only fiscally, not only along the
physical lines but economically - and going forwardona
broad plan, the country benefited as a whole, private en-
terprise benefited, the public benefited, everybody bene-
fited. It {s true that in doing so Puerto Rico has spent
fairly large sums of money, but they have saved much
bigger sums by having things work on a co-ordinated,
comprehensive plan.

1.55 p.m.

At the Conference we adopted the following definition of
the role of Townand Country Development Planning: ‘‘the
role of Town and Country Development Planningis to guide
the development of the total resources of a country on a
world-wide regional and local basis whether by private
or public endeavour so that the best use is made of these
resources for the well-being of the people,”’

1 believe that this principle of planning, Mr., Speaker,
is now uppermost and now triumphant in this area, and it
is accepted that the property and rights of individuals
should be subjected to certain restrictions in the interest
of the public. However, it is one feature of the idea of
planning which is bound to run up against and to meet with
a lot of resistance from the people because it partcularly
sets out what an individual should do and what he should
not do, and it particularly states that we cannot do this
or that and that you cannot build or develop your own
property as you think fit. I think that people in Barbados
will be hard to accept that idea, but they must be made
to realise that in the interest of the community as a whole
there should be some restrictions as to how you should
develop your own property.

Now, Sir, as hon. members will see from the Bill -~

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, 1 rise on a point of
order, 1 know it is two o'clock now but I just want to say
this. We got this Bill on Friday last. Having only got it
on Friday last, 1 want to intimate to the Hon. Minister in
charge that he only make his second reading speech on it
today as we obtained it too late to have the opportunity of
golng further 4nto it although we have read it. As the Hon.
Minister knows, it is a very important Bill and 1 go as
far as to say that I think most hon. members welcome fit.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is too much of a lengthy ex-
planation at this time.

Hon. R. G, MAPP: If the difficulty complained of
by the hon. member is applicable to hon. members on the
other side, 1 am quite willing to postpone it although I
would say that it is a very important Bill and we want
to deal with it as quickly aspossible, Can the hon. member
say whether he means that we should deal with it later
this evening or at the next meeting of the House?
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Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 mean that you should postpone it
until next week.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Mr. SPEAKER: It now being two o'clock, the sitting
of this House now stands suspended until 2.30 o’clock.

2.00 p.m.
On resumption;

It now being 2.30 o’clock, Mr. SPEAKER instruci-
ed the Clerk to ring the Bell.
(The Bell was rung and a quorum obtained.)

Mr. SPEAKER called Question Time and then
Private Members® Business.

Mr. SPEAKER: The House now reverts to Govern-
ment Business.

Mr. STRAUGHN: Before you go on to that, mayl
proceed to reply to the Order which stands in my name?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is rather late,

Mr. STRAUGHN: As far as I remember, Mr. Speaker,
the hon. senlor member for St George was speaking on
this question and I was awaiting him.

Mr. SPEAKER: Under the circumstances we will deal
with that.
ADDRESS re REPLY TO HIS EXCELLENCY’S
SPEECH
Mr. SPEAKER On the last occasion, the hon. senior
member for St. George was speaking when Private Mem~
bers’ Business was concluded.

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker, I have nothing further
to add.

Mr. STRAUGHN: In replying to the points raised, I
think 1 can easily be brief because most of the comments
made on the original speech seemed to touch on matters
which have been discussed in this House at one time or
another, and certainly , it is not that the Government is
in any way blind to any of these discussions. I am sure
all would be taken care of in due time.

There has been some discussion on the unemployment
figures, and even though it has been mentioned in the
Speech from the Throne that no rellable figures are avail-
able at the moment, I do not envisage that that state of
affairs would continue indefinitely.

1 am also happy, if you call it happy, for the first
dme to hear what 1 would interpret to be the official
statement of one of the official parties on the constitu-
tonal crisis.

2.35 p.m.

I notice that the only person who has made any mention
of that matter was the hon, senior member for St. Lucy.
I can promise him that I will certainly be using that at the
appropriate time as the official statement of his Party
on this question of the constitutional crisis. As the hon.
member is not now in his place I will not prolong thaty
portion of the debate any longer, but if he were in his
seat I would certainly answer him in detail. In conclusion,
I beg to move that the Address which 1 moved in reply
to the Governor’s Throne Speech donow pass. (A MEMBER:
That has been done already.)

The question that this Address as amended do
now pass was put and resolved in the negative, the House
dividing as follows:—

AYES: Mr. BRANCKER, - 1.
NOES: Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS, Hon. M. E, COX:
Hon. D. D. GARNER, Hon. R, G. MAPP, Hou. F. E.

MILLER, Messrs. SEARLES, STRAUGHN, SMITH and
DOWIANG - 9.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been resolved in

the negative one member voting ‘‘Aye”, and nine hon. ’ﬁ
members voting ‘‘No.’’. I declare the ‘’Noes’’ have it. q
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The question that this Address do now pass was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

RESOLUTION re STATEMENT MADE BY THE
HON, PREMIER
Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day under Pri-
vate Memebrs’ Business stands in the name of the Hon.
Leader of the Oppositon:- To move the passing of the
following Resolution re Statement of the Hon. Premier
on the 14th April, 1959.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, this Order is in con-
nection with the Constitutional issue. As you know, Sir,
this matter has been under discussion for several weeks
now and we were much relieved to hear at lastan of-
ficial pronouncement made in this Chamber by the Hon.
Premier in connection with the facts of his forthcoming
visit to the Colonial Office. It will be recalled, Sir, that
during the last month the last Premier told us in this
House that he was making a statement to clear up a few
points in connection with his invitation to pay a visit to
the Colonial Office relative to the extension of the Con-
situation of this colony. The Hon. Premier went on to
say that the Constitutional crisis since the House last
met was then a matter of history but that he has been
invited to go to England in connection with a further ex-
tension of the constitution and that was a current topic.
The Premier explained to this House that there was ab-
solutely no connection between the two things; in fact he
went on in his statement to say that he had intimated to
the Governor weeks before the impasse that in view of
the fact that certain extensions to the constitution of
Jamaica had taken place it was felt in Barbados that the
Constitution of this Island should be similarly extended.
The Statement went on to say that the invitadon for the
Premier to go to London reached him on the 26th March
and because there was some doubt thatthe one thing hinged
upon the other he felt that he should make it absolutely
clear that there was no connection between them and no
foundation for believing so. In conclusion, the Premier
told us that at the moment he was conducting preliminary
talks with the Governor and that at the appropriate stage
- he could not say what the exacttime would be - he would
be going to see the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Mr. Speaker, we regard the constitutionalissue, and
every intelligent person must thus regard it as a matter
of importance because it affects the whole island ir-
respective of Party, and it should be the concernofall
Parties. We feel that a Constitutional issue is certainly
not a Party matter unless the various Parties hold dif-
ferent views about the matter; but 1 think that all of us
in this Chamber hold the view that the Constitution of
our island should be extended to the maximum to which
it might reasonably be extended, thatwe should be masters
in our own houses and that we should not have to accept
dictates from outside. With our ancient Constitution,
which is one of the very oldest in the British Colonial
Empire, we would be very jealous if we find any other
island in the West Indies, ¢r in the Commonwealth,
behind us and more backwardthan we are - we would be
very jealous if we suddenly found ourselves taking second
place and playing second fiddle in our Constitutional set-

* up. It is a matter of concern to all of us in this island:
and those of us whohave prided ourselves on this Con-
stitution, have always shown that we have never misunder-
stood it; we never thought that we had the best constitu-
ton in the world or that we were greatly independent
or that we had a better Constitution than Ghana after
Ghana had taken on a new status.

2.45 p.m.

With the hard facts of reality before us, we realise, how~
ever, that we have a reasonably good Constitution from a
Colonial stand-point-because we are stilla colony, whether
or not we lke it - or one of the best Constitutions in
the Colonial Empire, and we feel that, having such a Con-~
stdtutdon, other colonies who are not better able to govern
themselves than we are, should not be allowed to forge
ahead without our continuing to improve our status. We

therefore welcome the view of the Premier, as he ex-
pressed it, that he is prepared to take steps to interview
the Secretary of State for the Colonies in connection
with further extensionofthe Consttution of this island.

We all supported the advent of Cabinet Government
in this Island. What our views were, and our viewson
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this side are so well known about Her Majesty’s present
advisers in this island, that even though we have to wait
until perhaps - at the latest - the next Genersl Election,
to be rid of the mal-administration and mis-government
to which we are unfortumately subjected, that is a tem-
porary matter, a very passing phase; the writing on the
wall could not be larger and more visible than it is,
and the running of our island by people of this island,
admittedly, at the moment, by some who cannot run it as
well as others who will soon be running it, is still more
desirable - and 1 know they will catch on to this -
than the running of the Government by imported of-
ficials, persons not born in the West Indies or not
born in Barbedos, and not really in Sympathy with
us, other than to use the island as a stepping stone
to enable them to jump from a post which they may hold
in this island to a higher post in some other part of
the Colonial Empire.

For my part, and in connection with the visit of the
Premier, he should not regard it as a Party measure un-
less he has in mind some extension or some adjustment
in the Constitution of which he knows before hand we would
not approve, and therefore he would not want diverse
or conflicting opinions to be presented to the Secretary
of State for the Colonies to prevent a clear undertaking
and to make it impossible for him to realise what is -
and what is not - the point of view of the Barbados de-
legation; but assuming that he has no reason to believe
that we on this side will differ from what he has in mind
(although perhaps in the course of this debate there will
be divulged what the Hon. Premier has in mind in respect
of constitutional changes) we can let him know whether
we are with him or whether we feel he is not going far
enough - as the case may be - on a matter such as this;
and this would be, as has been donein the case of Jamaica
and Trinidad, treated as a matter enmtirely above Party,
all in the interest of the island, our birthplace, our home,
and a united front would be presented ifthat can be. There
is no reason to assume that it cannot be agreed upon.
This would mean the initladon of Parliamentary dis-
cussions to determine what we have in common in con-
nection with desired constitutional changes and whether our
points of view may diverge.

1 feel that Parliamentary talks are essential - in
a non-Party spirit and on a high plane - before the Hon.
Premier starts on his journey to the United Kingdom to
keep his appointment with Mr. Lennox Boyd, and in the
course of such discussions we will find out what are the
subjects agreed upon, and what there is in issue between
Government and the Opposition.

From the beginning of my student days, Mr. Speaker,
because “once a student always a student’’, when it comes
to law - the more one learns, the more one realises
how much there is yet to learn - I have always preferred
a written Constitution. That is my personal view. Those
of us, and all of us, who practise Law in this part of
the world. are brought up under English Professors and
Lecturers in the Law who are almost|to s man enthusias-
tic about the unwritten Constitution as against the written
Constitution because of its alleged greater flexibility and
because nothing i committed to writing. Frankly, with that
I have never agreed, and 1 was never persuaded - even by
mYy Lecturers when I was readingattheInns of Court - that
the virtues of the unwritten Constitution surpass those of
the written. That is a question which should be discussed,
considered and resolved, in my view, before the constitu-
tlonal discussions and negotiations start in London, sothat
the Premier would be in a position to say what is the point
of view to which all important Parties in Barbados adhere,
whether we all support the idea of the written, or vice versa
we all support the idea of the unwritten, or he would be in
a position to tell the Secretary of State for the Colonies
that there is a divergence of views and that we cling to one
or the other as the case may be; but that the majority is in
favour of the written as against the unwritten Constitution;
and of course the question of the Constitution then leaves
one to consider conventions of the Constitution.

It 1s well known that one of the conventions of the
British Constitution is that no rejects ofthe electorate are
placed in office after their rejection, except in the case of
one who has rendered distinguished and outstanding service.
If the Prime Minister or a very senior Minister of the




Crown had been defeated in an electionlandslide, moreja
Party defeat thana personal defeat, room would immediate-
1y be found for that eminent figure by virtue of the service
he had already rendered to Queenand Country in the Upper
Chamber. But in the case of persons who have faced the
electorate for the first time and have been unsuccessful
on that or subsequent occasions, it is absolutely contrary
to all conventions that obtain in England for such persons
to be placed in office, certainly innohigh office, definitely
not in a position of anything like Ministerial responsibility.

The fact, Mr. Speaker, thatthisisa small island, and
when one expresses a point of view there is always a ten-
dency or belief that it is so expressed because of personal
animosity towards an individual, is the only reason why 1
digress here to say in respect of the individual in this
country who was unsuccessful inthe 1956 General Elections
and who was, almost immediately after, made one of Her
Majesty’s Ministers - Minister without Portfolio - that 1
have the very highest personal opinion of and regard for
that particular gentleman.

2.55 p.m.

He is a gentleman, a man of considerable integrity, a
man of honesty and sincerity of purpose:and whatl am
saying refers to the principle of the appointment and
certainly not to the individual who was appointed. This is
the sort of thing which would never happenin Great Britain
with its unwritten Constitution and with its conventions.

Another point which I would throw out for the consi-
deration of the Hon. Premier when he discusses this
matter - and I take it that he will discuss it at a Party
caucus or as a certain newspaper Reporter who refers to
them as the Premier’s top brass - is this. We have definite
views on this matter which is non-party unless there are
certain points on which the official Opposition differs. As
regards the Attorney General, I think that is a matter of
how much longer we should consider this post as a Civil
Service appointment. 1 think as soon as Cabinet Govern-
ment was obtained in this island and the Premier presides
over the actual working of the Cabinet, that the very next
move should be to take steps for the Attorney Generalship
of this colony becoming an office like the Attorney General-
ship of Great Britain. In Great Britain the holder of that
office comes and goes out with the Cabinet. If and when that
Government ceases to be in power, automatically goes the
holder of the office of Attorney Generalship and another
comes in his place with the new Government. There is no
reason why we should maintain Cabinet status with this
idea of the Attorney General being a permanent Govern-
ment official as distinct from a member of the Cabinet
who must come in and go out with the other Ministers.
That is a matter onwhich the Government should formulate
its point of view. We are quite prepared to advise the
Government on the correct approach to that subject
if they would invite our advice on this matter because
we regard it as essentially a non-party matter unless
it is established that Government wants to move along
certain lines constitutionally while the Opposition wants to
move along different lines. But that has not been establish-
ed, There should be in our view a getting together of all the
Parties so thatthe point of view of the island as a whole can
be fairly, adequately and impartally presented to Her Ma-
jesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies. After
all, we are still a colony and the last word is still with the
Britdsh Government, however much we may dislike it or
however distasteful it may be.

Mr. Speaker, just after the Local Government elec-
tions, rumours were rampant over the island about the
roving Prender going to the United Kingdom and having
discussions with the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and
the opinion held was that he was going up in connection
with the recentappointment of Aldermen in the metropolitan
division of Local Government resulting from the Local
Government elections. However, that does not matter much
hecause in the future appointments of Aldermenwillnot be
made in the manner in which the first appointments were
made, but it does serve to bring home to those who were
misled on this issue, as on certain other issues, by the
first Premier of Barbados’ grossly misleading statements
which he made in this House and on public platforms as to
the Constitutdon of Barbados and what he, the Premier,
would do and what the poor Secretary of State for the
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Colonies could not d6 - and yet we find although it was
suggested by the former Premier in a newspaper of one of
the other colonies that any reference of any such thing to
the Secretary of State for the Colonies was just like appeal-
ing to the Shah of Persia, that he was the first person to
find out on his going up that he is not the Premier of Bar-
bados to go and offer advice on behalf of this country. He
who excuses himself accuses himself. Some people believe
that it 1s simply because he must have a weekly sea bath
that he comes to Barbados so often, but they have found out
that it is with a view of his spreading his idea as to how the
Government of this country should be run and what should
be done and what should not be done. He who excuses
himself accuses himself.
3.05 p.m.
Matters of moment were agitating the mind of the present
Prime Minister - matters which were the concern of the
Unit Governments. Anyhow, Sir, we learned from the Hon.
Premier that the sole purpose of his proposed visit to the
United Kingdom is to discuss the matter of further
Consttutdonal reform, particularlyinthe light:of a better
Consttution, with a view to extending the Barbados Consti-
tution even further. No doubt his pronouncements during the
course of this debate ~ we presume that he will be taking
part in this debate - might serve to shed some light on the
stand which he will be taking and the advancement which
his Party will be recommending, whether the Crown Law
Officers are to be made members of the Government even
if not of the Cabinet, to ceaseto be Civil Servants, to come
in and to go out with the Government which is in power
and things of that kind, and what conventions under this
Constituton the Government supports and whatConsttution
they will reject or refuse toadhere to. Then there are mat-
ters suchasthose towhichl referred justnow,the placing of
people who have been rejected by the Electorate into higher
offices within a few weeks of their convincing rejectdon by
the Electorate. In the past we know that such a thing has
happened in this island, but not within the same few weeks,
in the same Parliament.

You will recall, Sir, how, when perhaps the ablest and
most astute Counsel whom the British West Indies has yet
produced, the late Mr. H, W, Reece, K,C,, was defeated at
the polls, his services were made available to the country
in the Other Place. He deserved that honour just as Mr.
Asquith or any other distinguished Prime Minister deserved
it; and when he was defeated by the Electorate, after having
rendered so much service to the country, he was elevated
to the Upper Chamber. Mr. Henry Alleyne who had also
been rejected by the Electorate, was, in the following
Session, not in the same Session, if my memory serves me
right, elevated to the Upper Chamber. There are conven-
tions of the Constitution,and it would be good if the Govern-
ment and Opposidon Parties knew where each side stood
in connection with matters of this kind. Whether we
approved or disapproved of his Statement, we were relieved
to hear it from the Premier anditcleared up considerable
doubt in the matter; we were relieved of the state of
uncertainty for such time as the matter had remained the
subject of confused controversy. As a result of that state-
ment having been made, I gave notice ofa Resolution and 1
now formally beg to move the passing of the Resolution of
which I gave notice in this Chamber on the 21st April of
this year. The Resolution reads as follows:-

‘““WHEREAS a statement has been made in the House
by the Honourable Premier on 14th April, 1959 reladve to
the extension of the Isiand’s Constdtution and his forth-
coming visit to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State
for the Colonies;

AND WHEREAS the said Statement has been received
with complete amazement in the community as noprevious
amnouncement of such proposals has been publicly made;

AND WHEREAS the question of an extension of the
Island’'s Constitudon is a matter of fundamental and para-
mount importance to every section of the community
irrespective of Party;

BE IT RESOLVED that, before consultations are
commenced orally with Her Majesty's Secretary of State
for the Colonies in respect of amendment to the local
Constitution, an ‘‘all parties’’ Committee be setupto make
recommendations for extension of the Barbados Constitu-
don.”
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That is the Resolution, the passing of which I do now
formally beg to move.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, in rising to second the
motion which has just been made by my colleague, I should
like to emphasize at the beginning that the moton in its
terms 1s specifically a request that decisions which are
arrived at as to what the further extension of this island’s
Constitution should be - these decisions should be ‘‘all
party’’ decisions. Some hon. members on the other side may
quite ignore the terms and the text of the Resolution and
they may go off at a tangent into matters which are wholly
irrelevant and unconnected with the issue whichis before the
House. This moton does not, at this stage or at any stage,
say that it wants the Oppositiontobea party to agreements
between this Government and the Secretary of State for the
iolondes - in the final phase, although that would be
“i<:strable, The motion is not saying that: it says that before
;1.2 Premier leaves, nomatter how accompanied he may be,
e proposals which he will be taking to the United Kingdom
and upon which he will be seeking agreement with the
Secretary of State for the Colonies must be proposals and
decisions which have been reached in consultation and in
agreement with the Leaders of all Parties in this House.
Those are the terms of the Resolution which is before us
and it has been very ably moved by the hon. member who
has just sat down.

3.15 p.m.

There are other aspects of it which even if they had not
been mentioned here in the debate would notruin the force
of the argumeng but which nonetheless belong to a discussion
of this nature,

The first point we should like to get clear is that the
Constitudon of this island, or for that matter of any terri-
tory, is not to be conceived as being the property or the
chief concern of the Government of the day. Itis true,
of course, that it is their immediate concern since
they-have to work it, but they cannot claim to be concerned
with it to the exclusion of all other political sections of
the territory, because at any rate under the British system
of Parliamentary Government, it is an accepted belief that
a Government of the day works the Constitution always in
the knowledge, though not perhaps in the hope, that the
Government can be changed at any appropriate time. Con-
sequently under the British system the feeling and the
convention has grown up that even where a Government
retains ultimate responsibility in constitudonal matters,
yet in arriving at general conclusions on constitutional
matters, a wide section of political opinion is invariably
canvassed, and in the more highly developed Britsh
territories, in the United Kingdom itself and the senior and
larger Dominions, it is invariably an inflexible rule that
matters of a constitutiona] nature are inevitably and in-
exorably two-party measures. That is the ground onwhich
we stand,

It is not, Mr. Speaker, thatthe Opposition Party feels
that it knows more about these things thananybody else, or
that it has some new solution to offer on constitutional
problems as they arise. Far be it from us to suggest any
such thing; but what 1 am suggesting is that we take our
stand on British practice. So long as you have a system
wherein the Government is responsibletoa Legislatureand
that Legislature in turn is freely elected by the people, we
are convinced that in any such system the Oppositon has
as much right to have its say on the future form of the
Constitution as the Government, and for this reason: the
Oppositdon in a British Parliament can become and does
look forward to becoming the Government of the day at
some future tme, and if a Government now in power in a
British territory acts in accordance with traditions and
British doctrines, any such Government realises that it
might not be the Government at a future date, and in order
that the Queen’s Government should be carried on as
smoothly as possible, particularly in cases where thereis
a change of Government, the Government of the day in a
British country sees to it thatall constitutional matters are
two~-Party matters, so that changes of Government, when-
ever they come in the course of time, do not affect the
realides of the Constitution,

The Government which negotiates constitutional ad-
vancement today, say in Ghana, may not be in power in
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five years' time. Even in Cyprus which is now feverishly
preparing a Constitution for Republican status under Arch-
bishop Makarios and the Turkish Cypriot Leader, theyare
doing it with a view or rather with the understanding that
the former Government and indeed the personnel of Govern-
ment might be alteredinanother general electonin Cyprus
after a period of time. They are concerned that the funda-
mentals laid down should be acceptable both to Creek
Cypriots and to Turkish Cypriots so that if at some future
time the Turks should have a majority ina Government, it
will make no difference to the Constitudon as such, except
that further changes, if necessary, will be inidated on the
same two-Party system; and that is how it works. The
claim, therefore, of an Opposition Party anywhere, not
only here, to be consulted and to speak its mind freely,
whether or not it agrees withGovernment, isa claim which
is an honest one and which is in full accordance with
democratic traditions.

To come a little nearer home, Mr. Speakeg, this is
what we find: changes in the Barbados Constitution, although
we do not know at the moment their precise form, are
inevitable, if only for the fact that Barbados is itself part
of a Federation, which Federation is working towards
complete self-Government in the shortest possible ime.

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, Barbados is one of the three
large units of that Federation which are in the process of
expanding and extending their own constitutional forms; and
thirdly, even in the rest of the Federation, comprised as it
is of the small units, there has beensuccessful agitation for
constitutional advancement with the consequence thatinthe
Leewards and Windwards, agreement has been reached
between their Governments and the Secretary of State for
the Colonies as to the desirability of further constitutdonal
advancement for them. So, Mr. Speaker, in the case in
which within the Federaton itself three of its large units
and all of its small ones are, in varylng degrees, seeking
to expand their consttutional forms and practices, itis
hardly to be wondered that in this the most ancient Britdsh
Colony there is again need for constitutional advancement.

But what form, Mr. Speaker, is that advancement to
take? It is true that no detailed proposals are before this
House and might not be before this House untl {t is asked
to approve them, whatever they are; but this is just the
point of the motion, that before the Houseas a Legislature
i3 asked to approve whatever has beendecided, at any rate
the House by making use of the Party system in an unoffi-
clal way should be able to add its contribution to the pro-
posals which it is intended to put before the Secretary of
State for the Colonies. Thus, our contention is important
for a lot of reasons but chiefly for this: if, Mr. Speaker,
you review the stages through which the Barbados Constitu-
don has passed in the last few years or so, you will see
that for very obvious reasons all our constitutional advance-
ment has been sporadic, piecemeal and has borne all the
hallmarks of lack of concentrated thinking; and that was
largely because the person most responsible for initdating
constitudonal changes, had himself always a one-sidedand
very irregular and undemocratic view of what constitutional
changes should be and who should take part in bringing
them about.

3.25 p.m.

Consequently, every extension of the Barbados con-
stitution within the last ten years or more coincided
roughly with some whim or farcy inthe mind of Sir Grant-
ley Adams or with some particular thing he wanted or
some advantage which he thought he could claim ata
given time: and although the extensfon and expansion of the
Constitution vitally concern the people of this island, at no
stage were the people brought into consultation with tne
Government as to what would be the best form of Govern-
ment under which they would like to live,In the case where
the people’s representatives were brought into consultation
it was largely in a perfunctory and formal manner, so that
even if individual members of the House had withheld their
approval of the constitutional changes it would not have
mattered. Especially since the Ministerial form of Govern~
ment has been established, and since then Cabinet systemn
of Government, all of us have withessed some amazing and
puzzling departures from what we accept to be the form of
Parliamentary dutles under Cabinet system. I refer to the




fact that at least one side of this House belleves ‘hat the
island marrowly averted a cuasttutional crisis a few
weeks ago end, in addition to thet, (1e Zor uiat there is
some d!spute among certain people in this !siand as to
what crisis, if anv, existed sud kow it should i:ave been
solved. A1l of this implies that even in 1959 we have no
authority, written or otherwise, whick can be ccas:uited
without fear or favour to tell us -vhar is right in con-
stitutional matters. It is all a master of guesswork and of
the people’s wkime and fancies so that even if there v/ere
not a specific reason for the ccactitutional advance at this
time, there would have been reason enough for our own
positon in this island to be cleared up.

This is a matter of course on which the G overnment
and the Opposidon can take differing views, that is, as far
as *he events of the last two months or so are concerned.
But even though this may be 8o, i the matter is cleared up
to everybody’s satisfaction, ther everybedy in the future
would know what are the powers and functions of the
Government. We should kncw what are the limits of re-

sponsibilities which the Ministers may righily exercise.

and if it is put down in black and white, well, so much the
better and we would all knov where we are.

It is interesting to know that in the crisic whizh has
so far passed, the chief pirotagorist of Barbados was him-~
self bitterly complaining in prblic that either he or other
parties to the constitutional issues had misunderstood each
other and that certain interpretations which he had con-
celved of the powers and functions ¢f the Government ap-
peared to be different from what he conceived. He implied
that the Colonial Office had nct kept faith with him or had
certain ulterior reservations which they did not disclose.
The very fact that the man himself who was chiefly re-
sponsible for initiaticg some measure of extensions to the
Constitudon should be complaining years after that he had
misunderstood somebcdy - or somebody misunderstood
him - shows plainly tli:t thereis not the fullest and frankest.
explanaton and knowledge on corstiauitional matters in Bar-
bados. For instance, in 1953, 1954 and 1956, if or his
visits to the Secretary of Staie for the Colonies under any
pretext whatsoever, partcularly c¢n the constitutional
issues, he had been eccompanied by 2 representative of an
opposing politica: party, and if, faiiing thas, it had been set
down in black and white justwiatwas going to bé askec for
and what the new powers >f the Miristers would be ~ if 211
that was made more explicit than what we have in the
documents before us, then nobody would complain that he
was misunderstood or that a differert {nterpretation was
placed on the powers and functdons of the Gevernor.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I contend that if you want to
avoid any misinierpretation, not perhaps on the same sort
of issue bu: on a different one which we caanot foresee at
the present moment, then ycu should let everybody know
what is being requested and that revolves logically to the
participation of all sides of the House in the formulating
of the proposals. That pacticipation is necessary because
the ways of democrzcy are such that those who run the
Government now msy ot run it tomorrow; and since it is
the essence of the democratic system that changes of the
Governmen® whenaver they come in the normal way should
be effective cnd smoothly passed over with the least dis-
location as possible, the concent of the Oppositdon or
Government proposals or vice versa is the nec2ssary Li:-
gredient in making these proposals work. To show how
importaiit this cunsideration is, one has omly gat to re-
flect on a matter which came before thic House and which
had to be taken back because there was a differen:. inter-
pretation on both sides of theHouiseas tc a specific clause.
I refer to theEill to amend the Executdve Act. It is on the
Order Paper now, Lut it was brcught in during the last
session; and in the course of a debate onit, so favasl
remember, in accepting the Dppositior’s case for posi-
ponement the Government diG say that the particulzr clause
of the Bill needed furthe: clarification 2ad it was not that
the Oppositdon wanted to score any debainz poiat or the
Government. It was far frow: that. '

3.35 p.m.

It was that both sides of the House realised ia the nick oi
time that we could n9t proceed to pass legis’ation without
giving further consfderztion to the mzi2r beiore us. That
i1s an example of whar I would cail a ‘al-Party” or
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‘“‘twe-Party”’ psrticipation in a consiitndonal debate, It is
£ot so rauch that the Government had to postpone the
Measure whizh [« had brought down, but thatia consultation
with the Npposition, borh sidus agreed thata case had been
made out for pastponement [:ending further clarification.
The poiat is this; there are 24 members of this House: and
ali members of the House, whkether they are Min!sters,
Government sujporiers or Opposition members or even
Your Honcur, are to some degree calied uponto iuterpret,
by virtue of our nosition, the Constitution of this 1sland, be-
cause we are part of the law-making section of the Cca-
stitutfon. I should like to ask thiz question: How many
members of this House have ever had in their hands at
any time the cornstitutional instruments which display, as
it were, the Constitution of Barbados? There are few of
us who possess or have been even ableto read the Letters
Patent or the Royallnstructions, and it is caly when we have
a matter which deals with the Executive Committee that
members who intend to speak in the debate send for the
appropriate volume of the law and look up that which deals
with the Executive Committee.

In relation to the Letters Patent, the Royal Instruc-
dons and the Executive Committ2e Act, there are a dozen
or so separate bits of legislaton as to the Constitution
under which the powers of the Executive Committeeare set
out and which illustraie clearly how these conventions and
powers are to be administered. Now thisisa serious mat-
ter; it is a fact that iwen:y-four members who themselves
form part of the Jaw-making section of the Constitution, do
not themsalves possess coples of the constitutional in-
struments. This might seem to be a minor point, but we
may well ask ourselves this question: How can we intarpret
and administer our Constuton, the provisions of whichwe
are not familiar with, because the instruments containing
those provisions are not in our hands wheneverwe want to
look at them? In passing I might say that it might be well
if provision is made for the printing and circulation of the
Letters Patent anc the Royal Instructions so that hoa.
members can each possess a copy of the constitutional
instruments of Barbados.

nr. Speaker, in these documents, those which have
been passed by the Legisiature and those which have come
over from the United Kingdom, we see the full system of
Government in Barbados; and the Ministerial and the Cabi-
net System have taken the place of cn older system of re-
presentative Goverament. "Jrllke some otker countries of
the Biidsh Commouwealth which are having Constitutdons
made for them starting from scratch, we are in this posi-
don, fortunate at some tmes and unfortunate at other
tdmes, that all our constitutional advancements are over~
ieid on the basic structure of representative Government;
and this House of Assembly which has paid a heavy price
for its constitutional advancement, raust amend its con-
ventions. But what we {ind is that the powers which former-
1y adhered to this House, have Leen taken away and vested
ii the Governor-in-Executive Committee - and that is, of
cowrse, in any interpretadon, in the Cabinet itself - or in
various Statutory Boards. 1 am one of those who still be-
lieve that the House should be very jealous of surrendering
its powers to the Executive Committee, but it is the price
which has been paid for constitutional advancemeat andwe
may yet see the berefit of it.

What is more important than arything else is this:
it will make no sense in the Premier going to England if
he does not intend to bring back the approvai of the
Secratary of State for the Colomies for complete in-
ternal self-government, if that is what he is going
for, as we hove, a certain important consideration arises
as tc what he will bring back; it will mean as in Jamaica
and Trinidad, among other things, a certuin aspect of
Police' adminisiration in the Cabinet system.The separate
administration of the Police which we have now, does not
belong to, and canaot find any place in, a full self-
government system. If you are nsking for complete internal
self-government with all that it involves, including control
of the Police, then you must be in a position to make out a
very goud case to the Secretary of State for the Colonies
that the Governmeat in power, or any Covernment for that
matter, will not abuse the new authority which is being
sought. And what ! fear in this particular situatdon is this;
the Secretary ol Stzie ior the Colonies who, after all, is not
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asleep and who mrist have bzen following quite thoroughly,
recent history in Barbedos, although we may not think sc,
may well be wondering whether he should consider giving
us that added measure of seif-government which has been
given to Jamaica and to Trinidad in view of what he may
well have to think of certain suspicious acts and state-
ments of the Ministe:s in this island.

That is a wery, very important thing. It s irue that
you may have a division of opinfon on any or ou all the
matters which agitate public opinion at any time. There
could always be a division of opinion on these msues)but
1 feel that there are certain things which the Oppositdon
members could do because they are in Opposition, which
if done by Ministers of ithe Crown, would take on a different
complexion. It would be difficult for me to understard that
if the party in power has a disagreement with the Officer
administering the Colony, if they judge that disagreement
to be so serious that they feel impelled to criticise or at-
tack him in public - it is difficult for me to se: why that
disagreement should not allow them to take whatwould be,
after all, the proper constitutiopal coursz, thatis, to resign.
For Ministers to attack the Head of the Administration in
publc is a bad thing because it shows quite plaialy in the
first place that the particular constitutional system which
they are called upon to work, theyare not working amooth~
ly, end in the secondplace, it shows thai there are frustra-
tons and differences within the system and the personnel
themselves.

3.45 p.m.

Any Ministry which finds that it cannot agree with the
Head of State should offer its resignation and test these
differences of opinfon out in the cruel air of a general
election, That is the sensible constitutdonzl course for
Ministers who disagree with the Governor or with the
Queer: or with anybody to take, but you do not leave much
room for a good interpretation of one’s motlves if the
Secretary of State knows that Ministers who have a clear
choice before them ignore that clear choice, whatever its
consequences may be, and resort rn public platforms to
criticisiag the Head of the Administration.

Now I know that on the other side there is bound to be
some Minister - and we can a)! guess who he will be - who
will misinterpret and misunderstan? completely the point
I am making here, and we are prepared, with what ac-
curacy I cannot judge until I hear, to hear him recount the
number of times the (pposition spokesmen both insideand
outside of the Hous: have attacked the Govermor. I am
prepared to admit without taking the gentleman’s nametoo
far into the debate that I have been among his severest
critics when they have been among his stoutest defenders.
But, after all, when an issue is made whether here or out-
side on certain actions of the Head of the Administration
with whick we may disagree, we feel free to do that be-
cause we are in Oppositon; but Ministers ir Government
who disagree with him and disagree so strongly that they
feel tempted to criticise him publicly should carry that
critdcism to its proper length and refuse to co-operate
with him in the administration of Govermment. That is the
constitutdoral course to adopt; other than that and you
give the inpression that there is a breakdown atihe centre
of things, the Secretary of State for the Colories wonld be
bound to ask when you arrive for constitutional advance-
ment: ‘“tell me, Dr. Cuinmins, what guarancee have 1 got
that if the Queen or the British Goverament is advised to
grant further self-governmerx, on a similar disagresment
between the Governor and the Gevernment the Governor
will not be attacked publicly or will ot be subject to the
embaiTussment of having his name dragged in on nolitical
platforms by Ministers with whom he is suppcsed to co-
operate cn an executive level?’’

If a question like that were put to the Premier by the
Secretary of Staie, it is a question which he can expect to
be asked, because not a single public statement of any
importance o the so-called quarrel between the Governor
and the Ministers has been faithfully reported and sea: on
to the proper quarters in London. Not that the Ministers
sbould find it difficult to stand by their own conclusior -
we hope they are strorng enough, even if wrong enough, to
saand by whatever they hgve sald - butit is #n issue which
a Premier going up to i.ondontonegotiate seli-government
would have to face, the question being in any similar dis-

agreement between a Governor or a Ministry on any mat-
tei whatever, what guarantee has the British Government
that the Governor willno* be attacked publicly ky the Minis~
ters with whom he must co-operate in some form or other.
In other words, the Secretary of State for the Colonies
woui:d be wanting tc know whetier he dare entrust an ex~
tended measurs of self-government to a colony where it
might becoine the fashion for Ministers cpenly to veice
their disag.-eement with the Governor.

If it i3 true, as the Ministers claim, that the Governor
is only a fizurchead, it is bad policy to abuse a figurchead
or criticise him....

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member, of course, is talk~
ing morea of the recent history as heput it than actually on
the subject of this Resolution at this stage, and that has
rotling to do with the subject matter of the Resolution.

Mr. TUDOR: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 1 know thatl was
transgressing, but I was only waiting until you stopped me.
As 1 was saying, Sir, it is only in rare cases in the
Colonial Empire that a Head of Government can make out
ar unanswerable case on the first occasion for complete
seif~-government. You can do it in Cyprus because there
has been a history of upheaval there, It has been done in
Malaya because there were certain conditions there which
had to be satisfied first and which were satisfied before
complete self-government and Dominion status was grant-
ed. But that is not the case in Barbados or any part of the
West Indies, Our advancement, when it comes, comes
slowly and piece-meal, and consequently the Secretary of
State for the Colonies has reason or ratherwould be more
inclined to ask searching questions of a Barbados delega-
ton than perhaps of a Ghanian delegation, because he
would know, long before the Ghanian delegation arrives,
what precisely it wanted. In our more leisurely and slower
fashion, since we take our advancement piece-meal, he is
not likely to be rushed by any request which he cannot fore-
stall or cannot have the time to think over.

As 1 sald, any request for an extension of the Barbados
Constitution made by the Premier must be previously justi-
fied as to the proper use of the extended powers which are
going to be granted. Although i am bitterly opposed to the
present Goverrment, ! have never carried my disagree-
ment or oppositon to them to the lengths which can how-
ever influence me in thinking that constitutional advance-
ment should be delayed because a Government I dislike is
in power. | have never looked upon these matters that way
at all. The more they can get, the more quickly they should
strive to get it; but I do say, Mr. Speaker, that they them-
selves on their own strength cannot carry this particular
burden and should not in the interest of the country as a
whole carry it themnselves. More ie involved than the
‘safety or the security of the partdcular Government in pow-
er. We want a situation in thisisland that when they or any
succeeding Government have toadministerand interpretan
advenced constitution, everybody, themselves included,
knows exactly what {ts terms aud what its Umi:s are.

Now I donot know of ary other way to reach that happy
state than the way of allowing the representatives of the
people, divided as they areina Party system, to have their
full say. Some people on the other side, Mr. Speaker, may
take & narrow view of constitutional matters. They may
say that any advancement which comes, so long as it re-
ceives the endersement of pubiic opinfon, can be brought
ebout by the Party in power exclusively; butnn great harm
is done when that hzppens, if only because you have got
the backing of public opinion.

3.55 p.m.

But there are certain risks which the Government ought not
to be prepared to take. It ought not be prepared to take the
risk of there Deing in the future, onwiat pretext you do zot
krow, a differing and contradictory interprztation of the
powers and responsibilities and functions of any nart or
persun under the Constitution. 1f you want to avoid that,
let the jargestimmber of persons partake in the formulating
of the nroposals,

if theHon. Premier ignores our re@esg if this modon
is defeated, naturally, it wi'l not delay the constitutional
crisis, whatever itis, from being sent up or being approvad.




Vie all know that; but it would be a narrow-minded policy
on the part of the Government if they carry out the short-
sighted attitude of Sir Grantley Adams in wanting Govern-
ment to maintain and keep all the prestige and the ap-
plause which naturally follows a changeinthe Constitution,
It is no internsl self-government for the ‘*Cummins®
Government; - I apologise for using the word *‘Cummins’’
- it is internal self-government for Barbados and its
people; and the fact that it is internal self-government for
the whole island, well logically, if everybody hasto have a
direct interest in making it work, then everybody should
have a more direct interest inthe making of the proposals.

Mr. Speaker, in commending this Resolution to the
House, we do so in no partisan spirit and we do it even
without prejudice to whatever the Hon. Premier may or
may not do so far as choosing a delegation to London: but
we say this on behalf of our Party. I cammot speak on be-
half of the whole Opposition but certainly I can speak for
our Party. If the House passes this Resolution, we natural-
ly, would hold ourselves in readiness to consult with the
Government on any of the proposals whichitis thought de-
sirable to presenttothe Secretary of State for the Colonies;
and in any of the negotiations with them we shall do it in
no spirit of partisanship but with a genuine desire to co-
operate. And if, as a result of that, the Hon. Premier de-
cides to make his visit to Great Britain on this consdtu~
tional matter on an all- Party level, our Party for its part
is quite willing to allow the Leader of the Opposition to
nominate either himself or any other suitable member of
our Party to accompany the Premier to London if we are
asked to do so. That is how far we are prepared to co-
operate and I say that we are doing it without any spirit of
partisanship. As it is now, the matter no longer rests with
us but with the Premier and his Ministers, It is for them
to choose whether they are prepared to go the whole heg
for good or bad, or to allow the Opposition Partes to be
assoclated so that if there is blame all would be blamed,
and if there is success the people of this island would bene-
fit.

Hon. M. E., COX: Mr. Speaker, last week whenI re-
plied to the Address moved by the hon. junior member for
St. Joseph, 1 said thenthatthe Oppositionand especially the
hon. member who just sat down were still possessed with
the Crown Colony mentality which no doubt is found in too
many of us at times, and more particularly those who
claim to be occupying responsibie positions. Now, thehon.
member criticised me because I was one of the Ministers
who cridcised the behaviour of the Governor and indeed, 1
would Iike to tell this House that I thank God I was born
with an independent spirit and nobody connected with me as
far as 1 know has that plantation mentality and, therefore,
we cannot at all appreciate it. I claim the right to speak as
I feel 1 should speak at any time on any issue whatsoever
without fear or favour, of course, always bearing in mind
that I should not do any harmtoanybody. The hon. member
in the course of his speech said that the Secretary of
State for the Colonies would be well advised or words to
that effect to go slowly.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, 1 rise on a point of order.
The hon. member has misinterpreted me. He never heard
me say that the Secretary of State for the Colonies would
be well advised to go slowly, What I did say was that the
Secretary of Smte for the Colonies may well have re-
servadons and may question the Premier on certain mat-
ters of recent happening., That is my opinion of what he
should do.

Hon. M, E. COX: 1 wonder where the hon. member
gets the idea of the Premier questioniiig the Colonial Office.

Mr. TUDOR: I never said that he should. 1 said he
may well.

Hon. M, E, COX: Allalongthe hon. member's speech,
the hon. member cridcised those hon. members who were
bold enough to get up and say in no umcertain terms that
the Constitution had been violated. 1 say beforel go further
that 1 strongly deprecate the remarks made by the hon.
junior member for St. Lucy when he said how greatly
we were misled into our constitutional position by the
Hon. Premier, the then Sir Grantley Adams. I want to say

that 1 was one of those who was responsible for the pre-
sent Constitution we have today and I was one of those who
discussed the Constitution we have from the beginning of
Ministerial set-up.
4.05 p.m.
The Hon. Premier, SirGrantley Adams, and the hon. senior
member for St. Peter were others who discussed this
Constitution from begimning to end and we were quite satls-
fied that, at the dme, our rights and privileges were wel!l
safeguarded within the meaning of the terms of the Con-
ventdon as was submitted to the House of Assembly. We are
stlll satisfied about that. With that in mind.......

At this stage, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair.

Hon. M. E. COX: Asl was saying, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
we are still satisfied about the Constitution, and with that
in mind 1 go further and say that the Constitutional con-
ventions were violated but not by us. His Excellency the
Governor, in his Message to the Legislature at the in-
auguradon of Ministerial Government said that it was
incumbent upon him, as well as it was incumbent upon the
Ministers, to carry out the conventdons as laid down in
Great Britain as far as they were applicable to Barbados.
For years we have been operating under those conventions;
we were not beating about the bush, like the hon. member
who has just sat down - the hon. member who, no doubt, is
always beating about the bush and does not know where he
is going. 1 am prepared to support Sir Grantley Adams
when he said that the Head of the Administration of this
country was utterly and absolutely wrong in acting as he
did in the matter of the appointment of Aldermen. If I am
convinced about that, who should resign and go to another
place? I belong to this country;laman elected representa-
tve of the people of this country and those of St. Michael
in particular. The only time when weare to resign is when
we lose the confidence of the electors of this country, nat
when a Governor refuses to accept our advice.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I started off my remarks by re-
ferring to what His Excellency the Governor said, that is,
that it was incumbent upon him, just as it was incumbent
upon the Ministers, to carry out the conventions in so far
as they ace applicable to Barbados. 1 have here a book
which has been written by Mr. C,F. Strong, M.A., Ph.D, -
not a bogus M,A,, like the one who has just sat down.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I object to that and I ask
that those remarks be withdrawn.

Hon. M, E, COX: All right Sir, I will withdraw them.

Mr. TUDOR: But he camnot sit there and say that he
withdraws; he has to get on his feet and withdraw those
remarks; otherwise the whole House will stop just now.

Hon. M. E, COX: That is what he is accustomed to
doing. 1 withdraw the remarks, Mr. Deputy Speaker. This
is what Mr. C,F, Strong M.A., Ph.D,, has written; ‘‘The
King must assent to any Bill passed by both Houses of
Parliament,

It is fruitless to speculate on what would happen if
the King refused his assent, because he never does. Pre-
sumably if any Monarch did refuse to signa Bill, a statute
would be passed, to say that he must. While the convention
1s never violated, it s as good as law in the Statute Book.

Ministers must resign when they bave ceasedto com-
mand the confidence of the House of Commons.”

Under no other consideration is it incumbent upon a
Minister or Ministers to resign; not when they differ from
the Head of the Administration. It is the Head of the Ad-
ministration who should go in that case, When King
Edward VI differed from Mr. Baldwin on the question as
to whom the King should marry, what happened? Mr.
Baldwin stayed and the King went. That isall I have to say
on that particular point. When the hon. member starts to
talk a lot of nonsense, the positdon i{s exactly what I have
said. If you dare stick out for your undoubted right, you
get people like the hon. member who say:‘‘These people
are Colonfal Office people; whatever the Colonial Office
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says, they are bound by it. They are ruled by the Colonia!
Office.’”” There are those who refer to Sir Grantley Adams
as a stooge of the Colonial Office; but now that we are
standing up and demanding our right just as the people
in Ghana have done, the hon. member says that the Colonial
Office may well have their reservations as to advancing
the Constitution because Ministers criticise the Head of
the Administration. As far as I am cqncerned, whetherl
am a Minister in this House or 1am outside of this House,
1 will offer criticism whenever the occasion warrants it.
1 recall some years ago what happened in the House of
Assembly when we had that shoddy and crude mentality
which stll exists and which will exist as long as the hon.
member lives. He was one of the people who went along
with the hon. jumior member for Christ Church, around
by Government House asking the Governor to dismiss me
for doing what? The Government had decided to take over
the roads of St. Joseph and we had to put them under the
Department of Highways and Transport.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. member is going
too far. This is what the Resolution states:

Hon. M. E. COX: I have read it and I understand it.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Well, if you understand it
then you must keep to it.

Hon. M, E, COX: 1 was {llustrating a case in which 1
was carrying out not only the conventions but the letter of
the decision of the Executive Committee that it is incum-
bent upon the Ministers, as was laiddownin the Governor's
Message to the House on Ist February, 1954, that the
Governor-in-Executive Committee will lay down the policy
and the Ministers are responsible for carrying out that
policy. 1 am saying that I was carrying out the policy of
the Government; the House of Assembly had decided by an
Act to take over these roads and the hon. senfor member
for St. Lucy, along with others, went toGovernment House
in order to get rid of me for carrying out the convention.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister is again
straying and I want him to come back to the Resolution
which is before us.

Mr, TUDOR: On a point of order. The hon. member
has told a gross untruth. I never wentto Government House
with anybody in that comnection; they had advised the
Governor not to receive any Delegation of the Opposition.
It was the Conservative Opposition then.

Hon. M. E, COX: The hon. member went to Govern-
ment House and the Governor refused to talk with him.

Mr. TUDOR: On a point of order, The hon. member
is not telling the truth,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will rule this debate out
of order if the Hon. Minister continues in that way because
it has nothing to do with the Resolution. The Hon. Minister
said that he can read and therefore he must keep to the
Resolution; otherwise he is doing what he is doing pur-
posely.

4.15 p.m.

Houn. M. E, COX: I am sayingthat our action in so far
as explaining to the public the constitutional position as it
stood is justifiable in every respect.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Again that is not in the
Resolution.

Hon. M. E, COX: 1 am replying to the speech made
by the hon. member.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am nothingto do with what
the hon. member said, because 1 wasnotin the Chair when
he was speaking. I am something to do with what is in
front of me.

Hon. M. E, COX left the Chamber,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is that the
Resolution do now pass......

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before you put the question, Your
Honour is apparently assuming that the last speaker has
finished. I have seen low depths in this Assembly before,
butl cannot conceive that Your Honour's ruling would be
treated in that fashion by a Minister on the Government
Bench.

In order to keep this matter before the House, Sir,
not the least objectionable feature of this matter is the
manner in which this House and the country first became
acquainted with the fact that the Premier was going to
England to discuss the colony’'s Constitution with the
Secretary of State for the Colonles. We got this informa-
tdon, Mr. Deputy Speaker, in the most indirect and back-
handed manner, and the Opposition says without the slightest
fear of contradiction that the manner inwhich the Premier
and the Government treated the country on this issue is
firstly a direct insult to the country, and secondly, it
demonstrates without the slightest shadow of doubt that
they are not fit to be entrusted with any more power. The
Government made no statement to the country that con-
stitutional talks were to go on between themselves and the
Secretary of State for the Colonies. What happened was this:
there was sald to be this consttutional impasse between
the Government and the Governor; the Federal Prime
Minister came to Barbados and at a public meeting in the
city of Bridgetown......

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. member is again
straying from the Resolution. That has nothing to do with
the Resolution that is in front of us.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Let me putitthis way, Mr. Deputy-
Speaker. In his statement to the Assembly the Premier
said that a constitutional crisis since the House last met
is now a matter of history and that he had been invited to
come to England on a further extension of the constdtution.
He recalled that he had intdmated to the Governor weeks
before the impasse that in view of the fact that certain ex-
tensions had taken place to the constitution of Jamaica,
Barbados felt that the constitution should be similarly ex-
‘tended. The invitadon to come to London came on March
26th and since there was some doubt in certain circles
that the one hinged on the other, he felt he should make it
clear that there was absolutely no connection, and there-
fore there was no foundation for believing they were con-
hected.

Well, now, it was public property, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
that the Federal Prime Minister had previously stated
after having gone to the Colonial Office on this question of
the Aldermen......

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You have made the point
very clear in your reading that this particular Resolution
has nothing at all to do with the statement made by the
Premier about the appointment of Aldermen to whom you
are now referring; so 1 cannot allow any debate on that in
this Resoluton, because the Mission going to England has
nothing to do with the appointment of Aldermen.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The position is this, Mr. Deputy
Speaker: 1 am contending that the country and the Opposi-
don have been both insulted by the Government on this mat-
ter, because the first intimation we had about these pro-
posed constituional talks was when the country was told
by the Federal Prime Minister - -~ you see I must explain
what 1 mean; I cannot say we have been insulted without
explaining in what manner we have been insulted. The
Prime Minister said that he was going to the Secretary
of State about this Aldermen matter, He took off to London
and goes to see the Secretary of Stateand is obviously re-
buffed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies who told
him to mind his own business because this does not con-
cern him and that he had invited the Premier to come and
discuss the Barbados constitution with him. Now the Pre-
mier of Barbados comes here and says that this impasse
over the Aldermen is now history and he wanted it to be
perfectly clear to the public that this has nothing to do with
the appointment of Aldermen and that he was going to Lon-
don because he had been invited to have constitutional talks
with the Secretary of State. In other words, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, if the Federal Prime Minister had not shot off
his mouth and gone to England andhad been rebuffed by the




Secretary of State over this Aldermen impasse, the coun-
try would never have known up to now that there were
constitutional talks going on between the Government and
the Secretary of State,

Mr. STRAUGHN: On a point of order, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, 1 think we should take objection to the remarks
that have just been made by the hon. senior member for
St. Philip, because 1 take it he is imputing that the Hon.
Premier never had any intention of letting the country
know that we wanted to have any constitudonal expansion.

Mr. CRAWFORD: That is sheer idiocy. He cannot say
what is in my mind. How canl get up here and say that he
never intended to tell us? Suppose he intended to tell us
in 1890] What 1 am saying is that from the time......

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I objected to
the innuendo that the hon. member made against the Hon.
Premier and 1 also object to his rather unbecoming re-
marks about idlocy, and I believe I want those two objec-
tons tabled.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Whatis your first objection?

Mr. STRAUGHN: He has insinuated that the Hon.
Premier never intended to tell this House......

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 said nothing of the kind, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, I could not say that.I have no divine power,
80 how can I say that?

Mr. STRAUGHN: On a point of order, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, can I remind the hon. member of what he has
said for his ownbenefit? He said thatif Sir Grantley Adams
had not gone to the Colonial Office and had obviously been
rebuffed, then the Hon. Premier of this island would never
have brought this statement to the House.

Mr. CRAWFORD: That is not what I said. 1 said we
would not have known that talks were actually going on be-
tween the Government and the Secretary of Statc for the
Colonies and that is correct.

Mr. STRAUGHN: 1 want to ask him if those are not
words to the same effect. How would he not have known?

Mr. CRAWFORD: We only knew, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
in the most back-handed manner, because of all this talk
about the impasse over the Governor and the appointment
of Aldermen. Then he comes in a back-hand manner and
says that his going to London has nothing to do with the
Aldermen but he was going to talk about constitutional ad-
vancement for Barbados.

Now for the benefit of the Hon. Premier and the mem-
ber for St. Joseph, let me say this: both the Opposition and
the country are entitled to early notice on a matter of this
sort. At no previous time in the colony’s history, so far
as I know, and certainly not inour time have constitutional
talks with the Secretary of State for the Colonies been in-
troduced or carried out without the previous knowledge of
the Opposidon.

4,25 p.m.

As a matter of fact, in any part of the Empire when
these talks are going on between the Governor, the
Government and the Colonial Office, the Opposition is
first consulted and the Opposition and the Government
come to some agreement on the proposals to be put for-
ward to the Colonial Office. Before the current Constitution
was promulgated, the leaders of all Parties in this House
were invited to Government House and ina discussion with
the Governor, they were told what the proposals were and
were asked for their reactions on them. The positon in
which we are now is this. On March the 26th, according
to the Hon. Premier, he got an invitation to go to London
to discuss this question of constitutional reform because
he complained that even Jamaica had gone ahead of us.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Whom are you speaking of?

Mr. CRAWFORD: The same person who got the
invitation.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Who got the inviaton?

Mr. CRAWFORD: The Premier.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When you are referring to
the Premier, say the HON, PREMIER, do not go on to say
‘*he, he,”’ all the time.

Mr. CRAWFORD: “He” is a personal pronoun.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It isnot soin here when you
are referring to an hon. member. (4 Pause.)

It now being 4.30 p.m., this House now reverts to
Government Business.

Hon. M. E, COX: When Government Business was
under consideration, the Hon. Minister of Communications,
Works and Housing was making his second reading speech
on the Town and Country Development Planning Bill.
Unfortunately, heisnotfeelingwellandbe had to leave the
Chamber.

Mr. CRAWFORD: He intimated that he would postpone
the Bill for further consideration.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Deputy Speaker, he had not
finished his second reading speech onthe Bill. He intimated
to His Honour the Speaker that he would not be back this
afternoon and he would like his right maintained to continue
his speech on it. You may make a pronouncement on
this matter.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Do you meanto say that you
are not making a motion for the postponement of the further
consideration on this Bill in the absence of the Hon.
Minister?

Hon. M. E, COX: No, Sir.
Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, «.ccces.e
Hon. M. E, COX: I am on my feet.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. senior member for
St. Lucy must take his seat. 1 am not allowing any kind of
debate on this matter. The Hon. Leader of the House and
the Clerk were speaking and I am just awaiting the Hon.
Minister to resume.

Mr. TUDOR: In the meantime, I rose on a point of
order.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister had not
finished speaking.

Mr. TUDOR: Do youmean to say that I have no reason
to speak on a point of order?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. member musttake
his seat and letus get onwith the business of the afternoon.

Mr. TUDOR: 1 have risen on a point of order.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. member has risen
on a point of order.

Mr. TUDOR:Mr. Deputy Speaker, inasmuch as the Hon.
Minister of Communications, Works and Housing, before he
left this Chamber intimated that he would like to give more
time to the Opposition to consider the Bill with which we
are dealing, 1 wonder if Your Honour would give this House
some intimationastohow best the Item can be kept on the
Order Paper as it is not the wish of the Opposition that it
should be taken off the Order Paper.

Hon. M. E. COX: Sir, I beg to move that further con-
sideratdon of the debate on the Town and Country Develop-
ment Planning Bill be postponed.

Hon. L. St. A, THORNE: 1 beg to second that.

The questiom was put and resolved in the affirm-
tive without division,

-~




Ms. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair and Mr.
SPEAKER resumed the Chair.

HOUSE RESUMES COMMITTEE ON THE HIRE
PURCHASE BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in
the mame of the Hon. Leader of the House: To move the
House into Committee on a Bill to amend the law with
respect to the Hire Purchaseand sale upon credit of goods.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Your Honour do
now leave the Chair and the House go into Committee
on this Bill.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House weni
into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SEARLES in the Chair.

4.35 p.m.

Clauses 1, 2 and 3 were called and passed.
Clause 4 was called.

Hon. M, E, COX: Mr. Chairman, in this Clausel am
asking leave to make an amendment, that is to remove the
comma after the word “'price’” occurring in line four of
Sub-clause (1) (a).

There being no objection. leave was granted the
Hon. Minister.

Hon. M, E, COX: With thatamendment, Mr. Chairman,
1 beg to move that Clause 4 stand part.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, - before youput the
question, I am wondering whether the hon. introducer of the
Bill would care to explain more fully exactly what Clause 4
seeks to do. It is stated here in this Secton as follows:~

‘“Before any hire purchase agreement is enteredinto
in respect of any goods, the owner shall state in writing to
the prospective hirer otherwise than in the note or memo-
randum of the agreement, a price atwhich the good may be
purchased by him for cash, in this Section referred to as
the ‘cash price'.”” Precisely what does that mean?

Hon. M, E, COX: I think that that Clause explains
itself. I think that the hon. member isaware that in respect
of the purchase of these items, sometimes the owner of the
items may be inclined to add an additional charge if an
item is sold on the instalment basis. This Clause seeks to
compel the owner to tell the hirer what the cash price of
the item would be before any agreement is entered into. In
other words, if the cash price of anitem is $50 and on the
instalment basis another $5 or $10 is added, the hirer has
the right to know, if hewere purchasing this item for cash,
what it would cost. That is what is intended.

Mr. CRAWFORD: That is perfectly simple and
straightforward but surely the matter goes further thanthat.
One may say thatif the hire-purchase priceis considerably
in excess of the cashprice, then the hirer can refuse to buy
the article. The essence or the real advantage of a Clause
like that is that you are goingtopenalise the seller for any
attempt to exploit the hire-purchase agreementinthe sense
that the seller is going to make the hirer pay an excessive
price for an item because he is buying it under the hire-
purchase arrangement. The hire-purchase system has now
gone into the phase of big business. In British Gulana, in
Jamaica and in Trinidad you have people operating whose
only business is to buy hire-purchase agreements. The
sellers say: “All right, you pay down $75 and so much
a month."” Then they turn around and sell your agreement
to a firm of brokers who have to be paid a premium
naturally for giving the cash to the merchantand for guar-
anteeing the date or the tdme over which the agreement
extends. In other words, you have two sources of profit
in this matter now. In the old days, it was only the seller
who would make a profit but now you have two people
to make a profit on the same article. There is hardly
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any great advantage in saying that the seller has to put
on the agreement the cash price of the article, If you are
protecting the public, you have to go the whole way.
Normally under the Emergency Regulations we would in-
sdtute a sort of price control providing that the profit
margin onany given commodity be limited under a AControl
of Prices Order. It should not be beyond the capacity of
the Government to include in a Bill of this sort some reg-
uladon protecting the public against excessive profits
on the part of merchants merely because you are buying
an item on an extended credit basis.

Mr. Chalrman, as you know from your own experience
- that is not to be taken personally, I mean from what
you know goes on in this island - people are compelled
to buy a great portion of their every-day necessities
on credit. This Bill before us seeks to protect people,
who havepaid a certain amount on an article under a
hire-purchase agreement, from forfeiting the article after
they have paid that certain amount of money on it; it is
a common practice that if you pay seven-eighths of the
purchase price and you default,thenthearticleis forfeited.
My contention is that there is no advantage to be gained
from inserting a proviso compelling a merchant to set
out the cash price of an article and then not by law pre-
venting him from fleecing the person who is taking the
article on a credit. People must be protected against
themselves. Sometmes you need a thing so badly that
you are willing to pay almost twice the price for it be-
cause you have not got the money; but we want to protect
people in matters of this sort. Therefore there should
be inserted in this Bill a penalty Clause to protect the
public against undue exploitation by vendors who are selling
goods to people under hire-purchase agreements. In other
words if the cash price as compared with the hire-pur-
chase price represents more than a given percentage of
profit, well then, there should be some penalty attached
to the efforts of people who try to take advantage of the
situation. You may say that the law is being amended but
in my opinion what is set out here is not good enough.
4.45 p.m.

The question that Clause 4 as amended stand part
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Clause 5 was called,

Hon. M, £, COX: Mr. Chairman, I am asking leave
to remove the comma after the word *‘price’’ in section 5,
sub-section I(a),

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hom. Minister.

Hon. M. E, COX:1 beg to move that Clause 5 as am-
ended stand part.

Hon. D, D. GARNER: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division,

Clause 6 was called and passed,

Clause 7 was called.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, 1 am asking leave
to delete the word “any’’ in sub-section (c), lne 6 and
substitute therefor the word ‘‘the’’,

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon. Minister.

Hon. M. E. COX: | begtomovethat Clause 7 as amend-~
ed stand part.
Hon. D, D, GARNER: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Clauses 8 to 23 inclusive were called and passed,
The Schedule was called and passed.

Hon. M, E, COX: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that
Your Honour do now report the passing of the Bill in
Committee with amendments.

Hon. D. D, GARNER: | beg/to second that.

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, before you put the ques-
ton, I am asking leave to recommit Clause 10 on the




grounds that the hirer under the Hire Purchase Agreement
should recelve greater protection, and I am going to
suggest that an implied warranty be added as to the price,
because the price can be misrepresented. Clause 4appears
to be doing something but in reality does nothing; it is
just an empty Cluuse which can always be circumvented.
If you want to tie down the owner of the goods and protect
the buyer, you have to give the buyer, who is the hirer,
a warranty which can be inserted here in Clause 10 so
that the price will not be misrepresented. Clause 4 1s
meaningless and if you want to protect the buyer you
must insert an implied warranty as to the price.lam
asking the Government to give way to reason. Do not
think that because the Opposition is only four in number,
you should not see a reasonable point. Government {is
doing a good thing, but unless you addan implied warranty
to the Clause on which the whole thing hinges, the whole
thing is empty and worthless; so 1 am appealing to the
appropriate Minister to see if he really wants to protects
the public of Barbados he should at least give way and
agree that an implied warranty as to the price should
be added, because unless you do that, the whole Bill is
empty and worthless, and 1 am =ure the Government has
no such intention.

1 beg to move that Clause 10 be recommitted for the
reasons I have just given.

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 am seconding the motion because
that is a point 1 was trying to make when Section 4 was
under debate. As a matter of fact, sub-clause (c) of
Sectlon 10 reads as follows:-

‘“An implied warranty that the good shall be free from
charge or encumbrance in favour of any third party
at the time when the property is to pass.”’

4.55 p.m.

Well, as 1 explained a little earlier, we should be
talking with our tongues in our cheeks if we did not admit
that we know according to the manner in which hire-
purchase 1s attended in this country today profits do pass
to a third party. 1 would say that all the important busi-
ness places in this country which deal with hire purchase
pass on agreements to a third party for consideration. We
should be blinding ourselves to all the circumstances
under which hire-purchase operates in this country if
we allow Section 10 to pass without amendment.

Sectlon 10 (1) reads as follows:-
10. (1) In every hire-purchase agreement there
shall be -

(a) an implied warranty that the hirer shall
have and enjoy quiet possession of the goods;

(b) an implied condidon on the part of the ow-
ner that he shall have a right to sell the
goods at the time when the property is to
pass;

(c) an impled warranty that the goods shall be
free from any charge or encumbrance in
favour of any third party at the time when
the property is to pass;

(d) except where the goods are let as second
hand goods and the note or memorandum of
the agreement made in pursuance of section
four of this Act contains a statement to that
effect, an implied condition that the goods
shall be of merchantable quality, so, hew-
ever, that no such condition shall be implied
by virtue of this paragraph as regards defects
of which the owner could not reasonably
have been aware at the ime when the agree-
ment was made, or, if the hirer has examined
the goods or a sample thereof, as regards de-
fects which the examination ought to have
revealed.

If this Section is not to be observed in the breach,
you will have to investigate the entire question of hire-
purchase in Barbados.

I know of one firm, because 1 had special business
with them on the matter before they came here from
Trinidad, and there may be more businesses in the West
Indies today whose sole business is to purchase hire-

purchase business. How can you pass this section as it
1s unless you are blinded to all of the facts and merely
putting a Act on the Statute Book which does not mean
a thing to the people of the country?

As 1 have said before. under section 4 there should
be some penalty attached if there is any malpractice or
exploitation on the part of the vendor of the commodities
under an hire-purchase agreement.

Mr, TALMA: Sir, an implied warranty under any hire-
purchase carries with it the right of action by the hirer
against his seller as to the price. In other words, it
carries with it the right of action for damages arising
if the implied warranty is not kept. In other words, if
the price is wrong, that in itself would entail enough for
a penalty: but in this case, there are many warranties
and conditions implied, but none as to the price of the
goods. Therefore, if you permit Section 4 to go as it is,
that is to say as at 4 (a) if the hirer has inspected the
goods or like goods and at the time - of his inspection
tickets or labels were attached to or displayed with the
goods clearly stating the cash price, either of the goods
as a whole or ofall the differentarticles or sets of articles
comprised therein, that section shall be deemed to have
been sufficiently complied with, that does not mean any-
thing because any price can be attached,

The queston is whether the price attached is a true
price or an inflated price. The very idea of hire-purchase
is that you are paying almost twice as much for the artcle
but you are buying it on easy terms and you are buying
it on an instalment basis. If you speak of giving a full
disclosure of the initial price, in other words, what you
would have paid for the article if you had bought it cash
and not by way of an instalment basis by hire-purchase,
you are seeking a merchant to make a full disclosure
as to the true price of the article if you were selling it
cash.

There is no Clause compelling him to make a fuil
disclosure or to give the true price of an article or, in
other words, to speak the truth, so to speak. There is
no penalty attached; therefore, he is not supposed to
carry out the terms of section 4 and whether he carried
it out or not, nothing will happen to him.

In Clause 10 you speak of an implied warranty and
conditions; so what we are asking the Government to do
is to have a warranty that the inidal price be included
among the numerous warranties implied under Clause 10.
it is a liability into which the hirer is entering and unless
you give him that warranty you are not giving him any-
thing., The Bill would be an empty Bill without it. We are
asking you to insert a warranty as to the cash price so
that the basis of the hire-purchase agreement would be
more clearly defined and established.

Clause 10 reads as follows:-
““In every hire-purchase agreement there shall be -

(a) an implied warranty that the hirer shall have and
enjoy quiet possession of the goods;

(b) an implied condition on the part of the owner that
he shall have a right to sell the goods at the time when the
property is to pass;

(c) an implied warranty that the goods shall be free
from any charge or encumbrance in favour of any third
party at the time when the property is to pass;

(d) except where the goods are let as second-hand
goods and the note or memorandum of theagreement made
in pursuance of section four of this Act contains a state-
ment to that effect, an implied condition that the goods
shall be of merchantable quality, so, however, thatno such
conditdon shall be implied by virtue of this paragraph as
regards defects of which the owner could not reasonably
have been aware at the ime whenthe agreement was made,
or, if the hirer has examined the goods or a sample there-
of, as regards defects which the examinaton oughtto have
revealed.”’

Having put in the various warranties and conditions as
set out here, 1 am asking for the insertion of an impplied
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warranty that the cash price as is statedin Clause 4 at the
time when the property is to be passed to the hirer be in-
cluded. By so doing you will be protecting the hirer as to
the price of the article, Unless you do that, any price can
be asked.

Mr. Chairman, I am not trying to get any credit for
myself; I am trying to assist the Government in putting on
the Statute Book something dealing with hire-purchase law
which would protect the poor classes of this island from
now on; and unless the Government agrees to the insertion
of this implied warranty, the whole Bill is empty, worth~
less and means nothing. It would mean the putting on the
Statute Book of legislation which would not be carried out
and which would be only worthwhile to the owner of the
goods. It would be only just a splash in the pan, and you
will hear on the public platforms that we have a hire-
purchase agreement whereby the small man will be pro-
tected but the big man, the owner of the goods, will not be
bound to anything.

5.05 p.m.

Mr. CRAWFORD: When we came to Clause 4 I pointed
out that by merely putting the priceatwhich the goods may
be purchased for cash in the Memorandum of Agreement,
does not mean anything. My own suggestion is this; the
price at which the hire-purchaser should buy an article
should not exceed the cash price plus the maximum rate of
interest obtaining in the island, That is to say, if the cash
price is $70 or $75 and youwanted to buy the article under
a hire-purchase agreement you should not pay more than
$70 or $75 plus the maximum rate of interest which the
merchant is called upon to pay for overdraft so as to carry
on his business. If the maximum rate is 6%, then you
should pay $70 or $75 plus 6%, Youcamnot allow the hirers
to be exploited by these hire-purchase agreements merely
because they have to buy articles on credit. We have a lot
of these itinerant vendors exploitng the pecple inthe rural
areas because they sell on credit. You haveto buy a dress
length at twice the price at which you would buy itin
Bridgetown if you had the money to pay for it. I am saying
that you should protect the purchaser by inserting some
penalty Clause and putting Some curb on the margin of
profit allowed on these hire-purchase agreements. My
contention is that the merchant can borrow money under
the maximum interest rate which is the law; but let us
assume that he cannot do that, and therefore let us give
him the cash price of his article plus the maximum in-
terest rate for the hire-purchase agreement.

Hon. M. E, COX: I should like to say that, unlike the
two hon. members who have just spoken on this queston
and who apparently are not well aware of the implications
of this particular clause, this is a matter with which I
have been dealing for years. This Bill has been drafted
partly on the Trinidad, the Jamaica and the U.K. model
and in respect of this particular clause to which the hon.
senior member for St. Philip has referred, there is ab-
solutely nothing in what he has said as far as the queston
of the warranty is concerned. The warranty does not apply
to the question of price but to quality. As set out in Clause
4 of this Bill - I will read it again, It says:-

‘‘Before any hire-purchase agreement is enteredinto
in respect of any goods, the owner shall state in writing to
the prospective hirer, otherwise than inthenote or memo-
randum of the agreement, a priceatwhichthe goods may be
purchased by bim for cash......”

In other words, the price of the item will be set out
in the Memorandum of Agreement; but before thatis done,
the cash price of the item will be given. Where the matter
of the cash priceis concerned, thatisnot in question at all.
That has been done.

Mr. CRAWFORD: It is not a questlon of the cash
price at all. What the Hon. Minister is saying there any-
body can read; we know that the cash price will be set
out, but what we are saying 1s that there should be some
regulation as to the difference between the cash price
and the hire-purchase price. That is all we are saying.

Hon. M. E, COX: It is not for us at this stage to say
what the profit or the difference between the cash price

and the hire-purchase price should be. What does he ex-
pect us to do? What we are saying is that if cases of ex-
ploitadon are made out, under the Price Control Regula-
tions the Government has power to enforce price control
or regulate the price of any item. We cannot set out in this
Bill that if the price of a machineis $75, for instance, that
you should only charge 3%, 4%, 10% or 20% under hire-
purchase; we cannot say that. I repeat that this Bill is
really a means of protection for the small man, the hirer,
who never had this protection before, As it was, if a hirer
paid up his instalments to the one before the last, and he
failed to pay that last instalment on time, then the owner
could repossess the item without having to repay one red
half cent. This Bill provides that if you pay 66 2/3% of
the price to the owner of an article, if that owner wants
to get the remainder of the money, he cammot re-possess
the artlcle; he has to go through the channel of the Court.

I repeat that this legislation is for the purpose of
helping the hirer. It is not that we will take the credit
and get on public platforms and say that we did this and
we did that; we do not have to go on public platforms and
say that we did thisand we did that, We say in this Bill that
the seller has to tell the hirer that he must pay $60, or
$70, or $80 or $100 if he hasthis article on credit. Before
you sign the hire-purchase agreement you have to geta
document pointing out what the cash price of the item is;
therefore it is left to the hirer to say whether the amount
which has been put into the memorandum of agreement is
extravagant or reasonable, That is the position; that was
not the state of the law before. In the memorandum of
agreement there has to be stated the price at which the
goods may be purchased for cash.

S.15 p.m.

Clause 4 goes on to say -

Provided that this subsection shall be deemedto have
been sufficiently complied with -

(a) if the hirer has inspected the goods or like
goods and at the time of his inspection tickets
or labels were attached to or displayed with
the goods clearly stating the cash price, either
of the goods as a whole or ofall the different
articles or sets of articles comprised therein,
or

(b if the hirer has selected the goods by refer-
ence to a catalogue, price list, or advertise-
ment, which clearly stated the cash price
either of the goods as a whole or of all the
different articles or sets ofarticles compris-
ed therein,

A warranty in my humble opinion only applies in so
far as the quality of the goods is concerned.

Mr. TALMA: On a point of order, there could not be
any more misleading point than that, When we read here
that ‘‘in every hire purchase agreement there shall be an
implied warranty that the hirer shall have and enjoy quiet
possession of the goods,’’ does that mean quality too?
There are these words ‘‘implied warranty'’, *‘‘implied
covenant” and “‘impled conditions”’. Implied warranty is
an implied undertaking; that is all it is. If you want to use
a stronger phrase which would bind the parties more
closely, you can use the phrase ‘‘implied covenant’’ or
failing that ‘‘implied condition.”” The question is which one
you are going to decide to use.

Hon. M. E, COX: That is not a point of order. If the
hon. member just goes on to sub-clause (b) and ......

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must bear in
mind that we cannot have any debate on this umtil the whole
Bill has been passed, and therefore 1am not going to allow
any further debate at this stage; and I will read the Rule.

‘“At the conclusion of the proceeding in Committee
on a Bill recommitted under the provisions of this Order,
the Chairman shall put the question ‘that the Bill (or the
Bill as amended on recommittal) be reported to the House’
wh;:h question shall be decided without amendment eor
debate.




If any member desires to delete or amend any pro-
visions contained in a Bill as reported from a Committee
of the whole House or to introduce any new provision there~
in, he may at any time before a member rises to move
the third reading of the Bill move that the Bill be recom-
mitted either wholly or in respect only of some particular
part or parts of the Bill or some proposed new clause
or new schedule, no notice of such motion being required,
and if the moton is agreed to the Bill shall stand so re-
committed. The House may then upon motion made, re-
solve itself into Committee to consider the business so
recommitted either forthwith or upon a later day.”

At this stage therefore, 1 am not going to allow any
further debate.

The question that Mr. CHAIRMAN do now report
the passing of the Bill in Committee with amendments
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division,
and Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported accord-

ingly,

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order, before
Your Honour resumed the Chair and before the Chairman
had left, when the results of the motion were announced,
the Opposition called for a division which was not put and
Your Honour resumed the Chair before the Committee
stage was completed,

Mr. SPEAKER: It is no business of mine whether
or not a division was called for. As soon as I came to the
Chair, the Chairman made a report to me. The House in
Committee should have done its business in the right and
proper fashion. When the Chairman gives me a report and
I pronounce that report to the House, what transpired in
Committee is absolutely no concern of mine. The Chair-
man is absolutely in charge of the Committee; and what-
ever is done, the Speaker has to presume has been done
in order.

Hon. M, E, COX: Mr. Speaker, in moving that this
Bill be now read a third time, I want to assure Your Hon-
our and this House that at no time did the other side call
for a division.
that is an untruth.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker,

Mr. SPEAKER: We have passed that stage.

Hon. M. E, COX: Mr. Speaker,1beg to move that this
Bill be now read a third time.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. TALMA: Before the question is put, Sir, there
is an amendment which I made in Committee and accord-
ing to the new Rules of the House, I have been advised that
the House had to resume and now is the appropriate time
to move that Clause 10 be recommitted and the House go
back into Committee, and if 1 may give you the reasons --

Mr. SPEAKER: I need not have those reasons, unless
the hon. member wants to inform the House; but as far
as the House s concerned the hon. memberis quite within
his right to make such a motion at this stage. If he thinks
any extra information is needed, he may also do so, but
still not to my benefit.

Mr. TALMA: For the benefit of the House, Sir,
Clause 10 attempts in many respects to give certain
guarantees and conditions and to see that they are com-
plied with. There are ‘‘implied conditions’’ and ‘‘implied
warranties’’ which are good in themselves, but which do
not touch the main body of the hire purchase matter, name-
ly, ‘‘hire purchase price.’’ Unless it touches the question
of price which is a material factor, all the other implied
warranties, undertakings and condidons do not mean very
much and do not protect the hirer, who would be the pur-
chaser, to any great extent, It is for that reason thatl
would like to have the Clause amended, because in Clause
4 you will see that the queston of cash price is stated and
no mention is made whatever as to the cash price in Clause
10 where the numerous guarantees and conditions are
stated. That, Sir, is not good enough.

386

The object of the Bill istoprovide greater protection
to the hirer, to the poor party, whois acquiring goods under
the hire purchase agreement, and unless you have the price
properly settled once and for all and the cash price ....

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am not doing this to interrupt the
hon. member, but certainly if hon. members have been
told what are the provisions of Standing Order No. 46, at
paragraph 1, they will know whatis the position. 1 am going
to read it at dictadon speed.

“‘If any member desires to delete or amend any pro-
vision contained in a Bill as reported from a Committee
of the whole House or to introduce any new provision
therein, he may at any time before a Member rises to
move the third reading of the Bill move that the Bill be
recommitted either wholly or in respect of ......."’

If hon. members would lsten to me and pay me the
ordinary courtesy, then I can read to them.

Mr. CRAWFORD: We are listening to you, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not what an hon. member says;
it is what he does. I will have to read it again.
5.25 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: I will have to read it again:

‘“If any Member desires to delete or amend any pro-
vision contained in a Bill as reported from a Committee
of the whole House or to introduce any new provision there-
in, he may at any time before a Member rises to move
the third reading of the Bill move that the Bill be recom-
mitted either wholly or in respect only of some particu-
lar part or parts of the Bill or some proposed new clause
or new schedule, no notice of such motion being required,
and if the motion is agreed to the Bill shall stand re-com-
mitted. The House may then upon motion made, resolve
itself into Committee to consider the business so recom—
mitted either forthwith or upon a later day."’

The emphasis is on the words ‘‘before a Member
rises to move the third reading ----- ."’ The third reading
of the Bill was moved and seconded before the suggestion
in the House of recommittal; therefore, the hon. member
unfortunately is out of order according to Standing Order
No. 46, paragraph 1.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, 1 rise on a point of order.
1 am not questioning that the hon. member is out of order,
but I am saying thatif he were, he was misled by the Clerk.
There seem to be twenty-six hon. members in this Chambher
and I decline/to remain in this Chamber after what'tias
taken place this afternoon.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, do you recall when
you resumed the Chair yourself and you said that you had
no control over what transpired in the House in between,
that you said then that the correct time for doing it was

after the motion for the third reading had been moved? -

That is the same thing which was said by the Clerk.

Mr. SPEAKER: Oh no. I have already read the para-
graph,

Mr. CRAWFORD: Is it not correct to say that the
hon. member was making the motion and you presumed
that the motlon was correct and when the Clerk said that
it was not right, you then said what you said?

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 can only go by what is before me.

Mr. TALMA: In the first instance, 1 rose to speak
before the Minister moved the third reading of the Bill.
Fearing that 1 may be tricked, I got up to speak but Your
Honour was on your feet. No sooner than you sat, the Hon.
Minister got up. 1 took the advice of the Clerk that I could
do it after the motion for the third reading had been moved.
If we had printed copies of the Standing Orders here, 1 would
be able to see whether I was right or not.

Mr. SPEAKER: Each hon. member had in his pos-
session a copy of the Rules of this House.

Mr. TALMA: We want it here.

A
-
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Hon. M, E, COX: I would like, if Your Honour would
just bear with me, just to say this. The hcen. senior mem-
ber for Christ Church talked of beingiricked by me. Where
1 am concerned, there is no question of tricks.

Mr. Speaker, 1 am asking leave to withdraw the mo-
toa for the third reading sc as to allow the hon. member
to put his motion.

There being no objection, leave was granted the

Hon. Minister,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. senior member for Christ
Church can now put his motion.

Mr, TALMA: | decline.

Mr. CRAWFQORD:; Mr. Speaker, 1 am moving that
Section 4 be recommitted.

Hon. M, E, COX: Mr. Speaker, 1 rise on a point of
order. As far :as I gathered from the hon. member, he
wanted to recommit Secton 10.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir, it was Section 4 to whichI
took original objection. The outburst on that side of the
Table does not bother me.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member may stick to his
motion.

Mr. CRAWFOQRD: The Hon. Minisier knows so much
of this Bill -

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not before us at the moment.
We are dealing with the recommittal of Section 4.

Mr. CRAWFORD:; When we were dealing with Section
4, 1 referred to the fact that under the provisions of Sec-
tdon 4, the owner of the goods must put in a memorandum
of agreement, with the price at which the goods may be
purchased by him for cash, except under certain conditions.

Now, the mere fact that you have to put in a cash
price in the memorandum implies that there mustbe some
desire that the hirer should know that price.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of
order, That is misleading. The cash price must not be
put in the memorandum; it must be put on a separate
document.

Mr. CRAWFOQORD: The hon. member was dealing with
it for two years and yet he is still taking a lot of ad hoc
decisions from the Clerk.

Under Section 4, before any hire-purchase agree-
ment is entered into in respect of any goods, the owner
shall state in writing to the prospective hirer, otherwise
than in the note or memorandum of the Agreement, a price
at which the geoods may be purchased by him for cash. The
moment you have to sepcify a cash price shews that some
where along the line there is the intention to protect the
purchaser.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is now giving his
reasons for asking for recommittal. Will the hon. member
stick to that?

Mr. CRAWFORD: Yes, 1 am doing that. What is the
point of asking the vendor to state the czsh price unless
you warit to protect the purchaser from paying over and
above the price of the article! The moment you state that,
you want to protect him from undue exploitaticn.

The hon. senior mer.ber for Christ Church hzs sug-
gested, as nothing was done with this Section, that as Sec-
tion 10 deals with implied warranty and conditions, you put
in another implied warranty to prevent the purchaser from
undue exploitation. -

Mr. SPEAKER: That Section is not before us now.
The hon. member is giving his reasons for wanting S=ctcn
4 recommitted.
5.35 p.m.

Mr. CRAWFCRD: ! wantto have Clause 4 recommitted
bacausc I feei that the motive behind the requirement to
state the cash price in this Section is to protect the pur-
chaser from undue exploitation as between the cash price
and the hire purchase price.Mr. Speaker, 1 believe that al-
though we have been told that this Bill has been drafted on
the Trinidad and Jamaica model, neither the laws of Jamai-
ca nor those of Trinidad are likethe laws ofsthe Medes and
Persians which changeth not, if we find thatwe can go fur-
ther than they have gone toprotectthe public of this island.
None of the hon. members on this side of the House would
regard either Jamaica or Trinidadasa criterionfor legis-
lation in anything affecting Barbados. What the Hon. Minis-
ter has said I have said before; hehas said that we have the
Price Control Regulationsand in the ordinary course of
events we can institute price control uader the Regulations.
But that is not good enough for this Bill; sooner or later
most of these regulations will be rescinded, and in this
hire purchase Bill we need to have some protection against
undue exploitation or against usurious principles being
allowed to operate, merely because people cannot afford
to buy goods for cash and want to credit them. The hon.
member knows that we realise that this Bill seeks to pro-
tect the public in the ordinary hire-purchase transactions-
As a matter of fact, the hon. junior member for St. John
gave notice of & Bill for a similar purpose about three or
four weeks ago, and while I am on my feet.......

Mr. SPFEAKER: I think that the hon. member is now
adducing arguments for the House going back into Com-
mittee, and I think that any further argument would serve
a better purpose in Committee thar at this stage.

Mr. CRAWFQORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 sincerely hope that
Your Honour's prophesy will prove justified.

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second the motion of the hon.
senicr member for St. Philip.

The question that Clause 4 be re-commitieed was
put and resolved in the negative, the House dividing as
follows:~

AYES: Messrs. TALMA, CRAWFQORDand BRANCKER
- 3.

NOZES: Mr. SEARLES, Hon. Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS,
Hon. M. E, COX, Hoa. D. D, GARNER, Hon. L, St.A,
THORNE, Hon. F. E, MILLER, Messrs. T, W, MILLER,
STRAUGHN and SMITH - (9.

Hon. M, E, COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move ihat this
Bill be now read a third time.

Hon. D, D, GARNEX: I beg to second that.

The question that this Bill be now read a third
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division.

On the motion of Hom. M. E, COX seconded by
Hown. [, D. GARNER, the Bill was passed.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT
(PAYMENT OF PASSAGES) (AMENDMENT) ORDER.

Mr. 3PEAK.ER: The next Order of the Day stands in
the name of the Hon. Premier:- To move the passing of
the fellowing Resolutiom:- Resoiution io approve ““The
Civil Establishment (Payment of Passages) (Amendment)
Order, 1959.”

Hon. Dr., H, G, H. CUMMINS:; With regard to this
Oxder, Mr. 3peaker, the question has now to be put.

Th: quesiion thai ihis Resolution do nmow pass
was put and resolved in the affirmaiive without divisicn.




PEASANTS’ LOAN BANK (AMENDMENT) BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day also stands
in the name of the Hon. Premier:- To move the second
reading of a Bill to amend the Peasants’ Loan Bank Act,
1936.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, this Bill
seeks to make provision for the payment of pensions and
gratuities to the staff of the Peasants’ Loan Bank. As the
position is now, the Staff of this Bank is not eligible for
pension and this Bill provides for the payment into the
Public Treasury in each year out of the funds of the Bank,
of a sum equal to one quarter of the total sum paid in each
year. In that way it is proposed to make provision for pen-
sioning the staff. A provision of this sort is also being
made for employees of certain other Statutory Bodies who
are not at present eligible for pension, the Government
having recently come to the conclusion that pensions should
be provided for empioyees of these Bodies.

This Bill also seeks to enable the Bank to employ
a watchman and that he be paid according to the reguiar
rates provided by the Government and approved of by the
Legislature.
5.45 p.m.

You will se=s that the Bill also seeks to provide, by
repealing and re-enacting Schedule D, for increase in the
staff of -the Bank. This amendment provides for the em-
ployment of an Accountan:, a Secretary and an additional
Long Grade Clerk. The salaries tobepaidto these officers
are also set out in the Schedule.

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I am very glad to see that
the Government has begun to consider the staff atthe
Peasants Loan Bank. It is true that, being a Bank run
by a Board, the Officers are not considered in the same
way as Civil Establishment Officers; but surely the time
has come when all the servants of one master should en-
joy the same facilities, for although the Bank is run by
a Board, the servents are stll working for Government,
yet up to the present the officers at this Bank are not
qualified for a loan to build or repair their homes. I feel
that the same way the Civil Establishment QOfficers are in
the happy position to obtain a loan of that sort, the ime
has come when officers at the Bank should be treated the
same way, because this Bank is doing a very good job;
applications are increasing and loans are increasing, and
the same work is being done by these officers. These
officers have to do with money - not that they can take it
and put it in their pockets - and they have to see to it
that the applications are in order and that the loanis
working in such a way that itis possible for the applicants
to repay the loan in the next year and things of that sort,
and having a dissatisfled staff doing that, as you know,
anything is lable to happen.

1 feel that the officers should have the same facilities
-as other Civil Servants - leave passages and the qualifica-
_ tion for a loan.

Now, Sir, some years ago I asked a question in this
House in connection with Government’s amending the Act
where it states that an owner has to pay or rather his
property has to be worth 60% and then the Bank would
loan him 40% to pay it off. I asked the Government to
amend the Act so that the owner may pay 40% and the
Bank loan him 60% instead of what it is now. That has
not been done and I am asking the Minister in charge
to see that such a thing is done so as to help the owners
of these lands to get away from the high cost of interest
today when they have to borrow money elsewhere.

There is another matter on which one may feel I am
blowing my own trumpet, but I do not feel it is fair to the
Directors of the Bank to be giving of their services all
the time for nothing, when the Sugar Indusiry Agricultural
Bank members are being paid. I think the time has come
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when members of the Bank should be paid, and I am ask-
ing the Minister ip charge to see to it that the members
are paid in the same way as the Sugar Industry Agricul-
tural Bank members.

There was a conference some time ago on Financing
of Agriculture sponsored by the Agricultural Caribbean
Commission, 1 think in Trinidad, and I would like to know
the reasons why a delegate or representative from Bar-
bados did not attend this conference.

Hon. D. D. GARNER: 1 would like the hon. member
to repeat the question.

Mr. SMITH: I asked why a representative from Bar-
bados was not sent to the Conference on Financing of
Agriculture sponsored by the Agricultural Caribbean Com-~
mission which was held in Trinidad.

The question that the Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,

On the motion of Hom. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX, Mr. SPEAKER left the
Chair and the House went into Committee, Mr. SEARLES
being in the Chair.

Clauses 1 to 5 inclusive were called and passed.

On the motion of Hom. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS
seconded by Hon. M. E. COX, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported
the passing of the Bill in Committee, and Mr. SPEAKER
resumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

On the separate motions of Hom Dr. H, G. H.
CUMMINS seconded in each case by Hon. M. E, COX, the
Bill was read a third time and passed.

S.95p.m.
5(‘*5( )
|_THE BARBADOS FANCY MOLASSES PRODUCTION AND

EXPORT BILL 1959

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in
the name of the Hon. Minister for Trade, Industry and
Labour: Second reading of a Bill to amend the Barbados
Fancy Molasses Production and Export Act, 1953,

Hon. M, E. COX: Mr. Speaker, this Bill is a very
simple one. As hon. members will see, it seeks to amend
the Barbados Fancy Molasses Froduction and Export Act,
1953, so as to remove that Clause which provides for a
certain levy for groups of people working in the molasses
industry.

I do not want to say too much on it at this stage, but
I should only like to mention that the final payments were
made last year to those persons who were displaced and
they were made in accordance with those persons affected.

The Barbados Workers' Unfon which represents the dis- v

placed people were in attendance at these discussions.
We had long discussions and negotations with them and
they agreed to make these final payments. The displaced
persons themselves also agreed and, as I have said, we
made the final payments last year. Therefore, this section
is accordingly omitted.

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time.
Hon. L. St.A. THORNE: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Hon. M, E., COX: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move that
Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go into
Committee on this Bill.

Hon. L. St. A, THORNE: 1 beg to second that.

Hon. M. E, COX: Mr. Speaker, I notice that there is
no quorum and I am asking that the Bell be rung.

The Bell was rung, and a quorum obtained,

)*)‘
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The question that Mr. SPEAKER leave the Chair.
and the House go into Committee on the Bill was put and
resolved in the affirmative without division.

Mr. SPEAKER lefi the Chair and the House went
into Commitiee on the Bill, My, SEARLES in the Chair.

Clauses 1 and 2 were called separately and passed,

On motion of Hom M. E, COX, seconded by‘Hon.
L. St.A. THORNE, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the passing
of one Bill in Committee,

Mr.
accordingly.

SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported

On separate motions of Hon. M, E. COX, seconded
g Hon. L. St.A, THORNE, the Bill was read a third time
«1d passed.

Hon. M. E. COX: That concludes Government Business.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT
(GENERAL) (AMENDMENT) (NO. 5) ORDER, 1959.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I am
sorry. That does not conclude Government Business for
the Day. That is an oversight. The next Order with which
1 would like to deal is that which I referred to this
morning as an amendment to the Civil Establishment
(General) (Amendment) (No. 5) Order 1959, which was
passed this morning,

The object of this Order is to back date the salaries
of the Deputy Commissioner, the Superintendent, and the
Director of Music to the 1st April, 1956.

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.
Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, weare notwithholding
our support from this Resclution but I would like if the
Hon. Premier would explain how this thing managed to
take place. We are now requested in 1959 to provide for
the back-dating to the 1st April, 1956, of the salary scales
attached to the following posts in the Police Department
of the Deputy Commissioner, the Superintendents and the
Director of Music. It seems to me as if these gentlemen
were suffering all this time from that which was due to
them or to which they were entitled for the last three years
or, on the other hand, they are now getting a windfall.
1 am wondering if any great pressure of work or a matter
of personalities was involved in this delay.

The question that this Resolution do ncw pass

was put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

6.05 p.m.
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT

»  (GENERAL) (AMENDMENT) (NO.10) ORDER

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day also stands
in the name of the Hon. Premier:- To move the passing of
the following Resoluton:- Resolution to approve the Order
entitled ‘‘The Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment)
(No. 10) Order, 1959.""

Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker. this Order
is similar to the one which we have just dealt with. In the
case of the Police Inspectors there was a mistake made
as far as the maximum salary was concerned. The new
scale is from G, 7 - G. 6 and the maximum is $3,360. I
beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, 1 shall resound the
warning which I gave earlier today. The purpose of this
Resolution is to upgrade the salaries of the Police Inspec-
tors since you are abolishing or have abolished the post
of Chief Inspector. You are dealing with the salaries of
nine persons out of & proposed number of 6C8, and you
know, Sir, what is the effect of that proposal in normal

circumstances. We are not opposing the Increase to the
Inspectors but we are assuring the Government that what
must follow, if they want the other members of the Police
Force below the rank of Inspectors to maintain their in-
terest in their public dudes, is that they come down to
this House as soon as possible with some reasonable and
rational increase in the salaries of the five hundred and
ninety-nine persons who are below the rank of Inspectors.
That will have to be done; otherwise you may get satisfied
and perhaps efficient Inspectors, but whom will they have
to inspect? Other dissatisfied, disgruntled and fed-up peo-
ple, because whereas the people who are higher up have
got their salaries upgraded, they are remaining under
static conditions.

Hon. Dr. H., G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, in answer
to the Hon. Leader of the Opposition I will repeat what 1
said earlier today; this is a recommendation of Mr. God-
sall and not a revision of salary. Thar is all I will say;
this revision is now being applied to these other people,
the members of the lower ranks having already got what
Mr. Godsall recommended for them. They have already
got that,

The question that this Resolution do now pass

was put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour toinform the House
that 1 have received from the Honourable the Legislative
Council the following Message;-

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
TO
THE HONOURABLE THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

The Legislative Council have the honour to return
to the Honourable the House of Assembly a Bill indtuled
an Act to amend the Customs Tariff sct, 1921 (to be cited
as the Customs Tariff (Amendment) (No. 2) Act, which
has been passed with amendments which are shownwritten
on the Bill.

That has been signed by His Honour the President.

COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS TO THE CUSTOMS
TARIFF BILL

Hon. M, E. COX: Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact
that the amendments which have been made to this Bill
are just minor amendments affecting punctuation and two
other minor amendments, ! am asking leave that these
amendments be dealt with forthwith,

Therz being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon. Leader of the House,

Hon. M, E, COX: Mr. Speaker, in moving that these
amendments be now read a first time, I will say that the
Hor. Leader of the Opposition has already seen them and
1 therefore beg to move that these amendments be now
read a first time.

Hon. B, D, GARNER: I beg to second that,

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, while it is perfectly
true that I have rezd these amendments, 1 thought that
there was dme eitough to have them circulated from ear-
lier today. I thought that our staff would have been en-
joined to prepare copies and circulate them to hon. mem-
bers. 1 personally, have seen these amendments and they
are quite acceptable.

The question that these amendments be now read a
first time was put and resolved in the affirmaiive without
division.

Hon. M, E, COX:1begtomove that these amendments
be now read a second time.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: 1 beg to second that.

The question that these amendments be now read a
second time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,
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On the motion of Hon. M. E. COX, seconded by
Hon. D. D. GARNER, the amendments were agreed to.

THE ADJOURNMENT

The Order Paper under Government Business

baving been fixed,

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move that
this House do now adjourn ........

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, before the Hon.
Leader of the House moves the adjournment, 1 am asking
that Order No. 4 under the Head **Private Members' Busi~
ness’’ be made Order No. 2. As hon. members are aware,
this Order is in connection with the Sandy Lane matter.
From what I can understand, it would be wise for us to
discuss this matter as soon as possible in view of certain
action which is about to be taken in the parish in which I

happen to live and which is the sameparish in which Sandy
Lane is situated. I am submitting thatthe quicker this dis-
cussion takes place and the air is cleared of it, the better
it will be.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that
this House do now adjourn until Tuesday next, the 19th
instant, at 12 o’clock noon.

Hon. D. D, GARNER: I beg to second that.

The question that this House do now adjourn until
Tuesday next, the 19th instant, at 12 o’clock noon, was put

and resolved in the affirmative without division, and My,
SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly.

6.15 p.m.






