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AND WHEREAS i t  is found extremely difficult, if 
not impossible, f o r  the underprivileged c lass  to acquire 

l.  I 

I HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY I land for  building or  agricultural purposes: 

Tuesday, 12th May, 1959. 

Pursuant to the adjournment the House of Assembly 
met  a t  12 noon today. 

PRESENT 

His Honour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS (Speaker); 
Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKER, (Leader o f  the Opposit ion);  
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, C.B.E., M.D., C.M., (Pre- 
mier); Hon. M. E .  COX, (Minister of Trade .  Industry and 
Labour): His Honour Mr. L. E. SMITH, J.P. (Deputy 
Speaker); Hon. R. G. MAPP, (Minister o f  Communications, 
Works and Housing); Mr. F .  C. GODDAKD; Mr. C. E. 
TALMA; Hon. D. D. GARNER, (Minister of Agricullure, 
Lands  and Fisheries);  M r .  H. A. DOWDING, M.B.E.; 
Mr. C. B. SEARLES; won L St A T 4 0 R U E ;  (Minister of 
Education); \lr. J, R, CORrlIN; and Ilr C,, E. S 
STRAUGHN. 

Prayers  were read. 

AND WHEKEAS the Government has recently intro- 
duced legislation having for  i t s  object the ceiling of land 
values; 

BE I T  RESOLVED that the Government enter  into 
immediate negotiations with a view to the acquisition of 
a t  least one plantation in  each oftheparishes of St. Peter,  
St. James, St. Thomas, St. Philip and Chris t  Church for 
the establishment of Co-operative Farms ,  and for  pro- 
viding Building Lots a t  economic pr ices  fo r  the working 
and middle classes. 

Mr. DOWDING: T o  enquire of the appropriate Min- 
ister: - 
1. Whether he is aware that disaster  has  struck fa rmers  
who irr igate  their lands in  California, Texas, Louisiana 
and Hawaii by fresh water wells having turned salt, d ~ i e  
to the great overdraft on the underground resources pull- 
ing i n  sea water; and whether he has taken, o r  will take 
the necessary s teps to ensure that a s imi la r  disaster  does 
not occur in Barbados? 

MINUTES I Also, to enquire of the appropriate Minister:- 

There  being no objection, these Minutes a r e  taken t ime and efforts to his  pr imary task - namely, the im- 

a s  read and confirmed. provement of Agriculture i n  the island? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the 
House that the Minutes of the On May 
have been printed and members 
and unless there be any objection, these Minutes will be 
taken a s  read and confirmed. 

%C.?. 
I have the honour to  inform the House that I have re -  

't '. ceived a Statement of Revenue and Expenditure for the 
half year ended 31st March, 1959 from the Commissioners 

,: , ' of ~ i g h w a y s  for  the parish of St. George. 

Also in connection with Tenantry Roads from the 
Commissioners of the said parish, I have received a 
Statement of Revenue and Expenditure fo r  the half year 
ended 31st March, 1959. 

Whether he is aware that the Director of ~ g r i c u l t u r e  
is permanent Chairman of no less  than seven different 
Committees, as well as being a member of others; and 
whether he will release the Director of Agriculture from 
these extra duties, i n  o rder  that he may devote a l l  of his 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
give notice of the following:- 

A Bill to amend and consolidate the law relating 
to  currency and t o  implement an Agreement to provide 
for a uniform currency in the Eastern Group of the Brit- 
ish Caribbean Terr i tor ies .  

'U . PRIVATE MEMBERS' NOTLCES 
A 

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice of 
the following Resolution:- 

WHEREAS the present price of land is fantastic 
and entirely out of proportion to the economy of the island; 

Also, t o  enquire of the appropriate Minister:- 

I s  he aware that there a r e  a number of boys and 
gir ls  in the island who a r e  anxious to  study such c a r e e r s  
a s  Printing, Photography, A i r  Conditioning, Radio Engine- 
ering, Refrigeration, Hair  Dressing, Beauty Culture, etc., 
for  which no training is available locally; and that these 
youngsters a r e  anxious t o  go overseas i n  o rder  to obtain 
the necessary training, and whether he would take tht: 
necessary steps toinitiate a scheme to grant assistance 
to these youngsters, either by way of grants o r  loans, 
to  bona f ide  applicants? 
12.25 p.m. - 

T o  enquire of the Appropriate Minister:- I s  he aware  
that the present arrangements f o r  combating the effects 
of a hurricane a r e  inadequate and insufficient, and will he 
take the necessary s teps to M t i a t e  a n  island wide co- 
ordinated scheme which would provide the inhabitants of 
the island with the necessary services  before, during and 
af ter  a hurricane? 

T o  enquire of the  ~ p p r o p r i a t e  Minister:- 
Whether there  a r e  any monies due to  persda;, 

remai~i ing in the Re-habilitation Fund, and whether he 
will cause a l is t  of these persons' names anci the amount "r 
due them to be put i n  the newspapers? 



T o  enquire of the Appropriats Minister:- 
Whether there a r e  any posts on the staff of the 

Department of Agriculture wNch a re  vacant a t  present; 
and what steps he has taker, to ascertain that these 
posts a r e  filled immediately? 

To enquire of the Appro~riate Mtnistec- 
Whether he is aware of the pressing need, arid in- 

creasing demands by householders CJlrougkout the islacd 
for their own water supply; and whether he will cause 
a survey to be made and a plan drawn up for extending 
the water mains to all householders over a period of 
time? 

T o  enquire of the Appropriate MMster:- 
Whether he i s  aware of the great danger to the 

health of the people in the island and the hazard to a g i -  
cultural w o r k e r ~ - ( ~ a r t i c u l a r l ~  cane cutters and loaders) 
caused by the dumping of empty tins, bottles and other 
refuse in cane fields and hedge:ows and whether he is 
aware that this dumping is done in many instances by 
persons who remove the refuse from one Parish and 
dump i t  in another, and consequently will the Minister 
institute the necessary measures to have this refuse col- 
lected from the source by a Central Governmer.t Or- 
ganisation or by awarding a contract for the purpose. 

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:- 

Whether he i s  aware of the urgent need for technical 
training in Agriculture particularly in the growir~g of 
sugar cane, and whether he will take the necessary steps 
to inidate a scheme to trair, personnel in such things a s  
cultivation, superintending, overseeing, animal husbandry 
etc., etc., a t  the Pine under the control of the Technical 
Institute. 

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:- 

Whether he intends to cause the purchase of more 
tractors to plough for peasants and i f  not, will he con- 
tract with any tractor o\,:ners who mey have u~iits avail- 
able for this purpose, or  whether he will make loans 
available immediately for this purpose in order that 
peasants throughout the island may get their lands ploughed 
now, before the coming of the rainy season. 

BILL READ A FIRST TIME 

On motion o f  Hon. Dr. H.  G .  H .  CLMMINS, seconded 
by Hon. M .  E. COX, the Bill to amend and consolidate the 
law relating to currency and to implemenf an Agreement to 
proaidedfor a uniform currency in the Eastern Group of 
the British Caribbean Territories was read a first time. 

Mr. SEARLES APPOINTED TO A C T  AS 

CHA~RMAN OF COMMITTEES 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that 
the hon. junior member for St. James be appojnted to 
ac t  a s  Chairman of Committees for today's sitdng. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: 1 beg to second b t .  

The question was put and resolved in the affirma- 
t ive  without division. 

Mr. BRYAN GRANTED FOUR WEEKS OF ABSENCE 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, before you call the 
Orders of the Wy, l ask foi. four weeks leave of absence 
for the hon. junior member for St. Michael a s  from today. 

There being no objectior:, leave was granted the 
Hon. member. 

ORDERS Nos. 1 & 2 POSTPONED 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, there a re  three Items 
under Order No. 1 and 1 am asking that that Order Le 
postponed. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
Hon. Minister. 

Hop. M. E. W: Slr , I am also asking leave to 
postpone Ordez Nc. 2, and to pA-oczed W!& Order No. 3. 

Tbere being no objection. l e ~ v e  was grented the 
Hon. Minister. - m  

CIVIL ESfiBLISIMENT (GmERAL) ( A M E N L ) I C Q ~ )  
NJ. 5, ORDER, 1959. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first  Order of the Da J now 
stands in the name of the Hon. Premier: To move the 
passing of the following Resolution: Resolution to approve 
the Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment) (No. 5) 
Order, 1959. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Sir, Order No. 3 deals 
with the Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment)(No.5) 
Order, 1959, which deals with the Police in certain grades 
a s  was recommended by Mr. Godsall. 

It will b~ remembered that the Godsall Report dealt 
with the Police in two stages a s  regards certain officers 
from Inspectors up, exclusive of the Commissioner. One 
side of his recommendation was for the granting of certain 
increases for the Police on the present Establishment, 
and that was done. 9, * 

12.35 p.m. 
The second step was the creation of certain posts. One 

was to create the post of Senior Sxperintendent, to re- 
duce the number of Superintendents and to re-create the 
post of Assistant Superintendent. Hon. members will 
remember that this post of Assistant Superintendent 
was instituted some years ago, it existed for some time 
and then i t  was decided to abolish the post and have a l l  
Superictendents; but a s  a result of Mr. Godsall's recom- 
mendations, these posts were re-created and suitable 
salaries were also recommended. Mr. Godsall also made 
certain recommendadons in connection with the Inspector 
Grade. When we continued the post of Chief Inspector, 
certain salaries were recommended for him and also for 
other Inspectors, but after we abolished the post of Senior 
Inspector then there had to be instituted a grade of salary 
which would be applicable to al l  Inspectors. There was 
a!so an increase made in the number of lnspectors and it 
is that phase of the mctter which is now before this House. 

Tile Government has decided to establish the post of 4- 
Senior Superintendent, to decrease the number of Super- 
intendents and create posts of Assistants.TheGovernment 
has also decided to abolish the post cf Chief Inspector 
and i t  Is these salaries which a re  now before this House. 
In addition to that, I should like to say a t  this stage that 
this Order No. 5 which deals with an Amendment to the 
Civi.1 Establishment Order, was htroduced a couple of 
weeks ago and before we could deal vi th it, an amendment 
to this Amandment Order No. 5 was introduced. When 
I come to deal with this latter amendment 1 will explain 
just what has happened. In connection withtheorder which 
is before us now, there a r e  also certain proposals for 
i n c r ~ s e s  in Staff. Hon. members will see that there a re  
also decreases in Stakf. The Commissioner remains a t  
( l ) ,  the Deputy Commissioner and Senior Superintendent 
(l) Director of Music (1) andthe Superintendents hare been 
reduced from (5) to (3). The post of Chief Inspector has 
been abolished and the number of Inspectors will be in- 
creased by one. In reality the increase is one, but if you 
abolish the office of Chief Inspector that will leave the 
number of l n s~ec to r s  a t  (7). There is also the post of 
Inspeczor of Weights and Measures which is a new post 
which !.S be!ng created, and wil! be included in the list. 
The :lumber of Station Sergeants wiil be increased from 
(17) CO (20); the number of Sergeailt~ from (22) to (27); 
b e  number of Corporals from (78) to (84); Constables 
from (442) to (457) and the whole Establishment from 

I (575) to (608;. Many of these increases h staff a r e  due 
to the fact th?t Seawell Airport has now been put on an 
iqternatioilal basis and i t  must te operated for 24 hours 
a day. With the increased amount ofworkat Seawell, there 
is also an increase in staff which is included for the Air- 
port in this Order. As far  * the staff a t  the Airport is 
concerned, there will be one Sergeant, two Corporals and 
seven Constables because of the improved status of the 
Airport. A s  l siiid before, Seawell is now an in,ernadonal 
Airport ind it must therefore be operated on a 24 hour- 7 
a-day basis. 91 



With regard to the other increases in staff, they are 
also due to natural causes. The increase of population, 
fncreoses in the work of policemen and the question of 
emigration will also take more staff. There is,-therefore, 
a neneral increase in the Police Establishment of the island. 
~h-ere was also the post of Dinxtor of Music filled and the 
rank of Superintendent which is now proposed .......... 

Mr. TUDOR: 0x1 a point of order. I am wondering 
whether the substance of what the Premier is now dealiug 
with, is in Order No. 9 on the Order Paper, Order No. 3, 
o r  both. There seems to be some confusion on this side 
a s  to what Order is being dealt with. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Weare now dealing with 
Order No. 3 on the Order Paper andit is an  amendment to 
the Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment) (No. 5) 
Qrder, 1959. 

Mr. TUDO& I do not want to detain the Hon.l?remier, 
but i t  did appear to us a s  if he was dealing with Order No.9 
which is a Resolution to approve the Civil Establishment 

g (General) (Amendment) ( No. 5) (Amendment) Order, 1959, 
which has a fairly long Addendum. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMlNS: Order No. 9 is an 
amendment to the Order which we a r e  now considering. 
It is an amendment to this Amendment Order No. 5 and 
I said that when I come to deal with that Order 1 will give 
an explanation a s  to why there was an amendment to the 
Amendment Order. If Your Honour does not object, per- 
haps I could give the explanation now for the purpose of 
clarification a s  to why i t  is necessary to have this amend- 
ment to the Amendment Order No. 5. It is simply this: As 
I said earlier, Mr. Godsall in his proposals recommended 
two things a s  far a s  the Inspectorate is concerned:- 
12.45 p.m. 
"If you retain the post of Chief Inspector, here a re  the 
salaries I recommend for the Chief Inspector and the In- 
spectors; if you abolish the office of Chief Inspector" - 
a s  we have done - "here a re  the salaries I recommend 
for Inspectors." It was an oversight on the part of the Gov- 
ernment when dealing with that recommendation after de- 

1- ciding to abolish the offlce of Chief Inspector to adopt the 
salary a s  recommended for the Inspectors. I t  was graded 
an  increment below that recommended by Godsall, and 
when i t  was brought to the Government's notice, this Order 
which we a re  considering now had already come down to 
the House, and therefore the only thing that could be done 
was to bring an amendment to No. 5 Order. In short, we 
will have to pass the Order which we a r e  now considering 
and then deal with the amendment to it. 

In considering the numbers and increase in the estab- 
lishment of Police, I think I have covered the ground fairly 
well, and a t  this stage, I beg to move that this Resolution 
do now pass. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, we do not view this 
Resolution with any disfavour, but the weakness of it is 

- * a t  the proposed increases a r e  obviously inadequate. 

The Constables whom it  is proposed to increase from 
442 to 457 - that is by 15 - certainly cannot meet the 
present day demands required of the personnel of the 
Force. After all, Sir, i t  is only in very important instances 
that a senior member of the Establishment is required. 
The person on multifarious duties and occasions whose 
presence is essential, is sought for and is telephoned for 
is the Constable, and i t  is clear if, a s  i t  certainly was a 
fact two weeks ago when I first put my question - there 
has been some attempted adjustment since then - Con- 
stables have to remain continuously on duty, certainly 
in the rural districts, from my personal knowledge for 
a s  long a s  twelve hours ........ 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS On a point of order, 
I do not think it is proper inmy opinion for the hon. mem- 

""L*.. ber to deal with that a t  this stage. If you will remember, 
Sr, the hon. member has asked questions on that pdnt, 
and 1 am sure that in due course the answer will be com- 
ing down to him; so  he is, so  to speak, anticipating the 
replies of the Govermnent on that point. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is still discussing 
the Bill. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: As Your Honour pleases. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, I have complete con- 
fidence that you can see an obvious point or even those 
points which a re  not so clear. 

There is a proposal to increase by 15 the number of 
Constables; I am speaking on that and 1 am saying that 1 
agree with the increase, but this increase proposed is, 
in my view - because of the knowledge 1 have and my ex- 
perience of local conditions - insufficient. We willsupport 
i t  because 15 is better than none, but we need fifty rather 
than fifteen in order that these overworked employees of 
Government can be given reasonable and adequate oppor- 
tunity for a rest. The senior officers, of course, a re  peo- 
ple who only on ra re  occasions one has to take recourse 
to, but with the rank and file, whom one calls on every 
conceivable occasion, fifteen more, in my view, will not 
sufficiently alleviate the state of affairs which certainly 
is crying out for amelioration. 

Now, Sir, a s  to the proposal for the creation of the 
post of Senior Superintendent, 1 wonder if i t  is logical to 
create a Senior Superintendent and a t  the same time to 
be dispensing with the Chief lnspector to the Inspecrors. 
It does not seem to me to make very much sense, but 
there may be some good reason other than the intention 
to help a particular person who feels that he should have 
got promoted to Deputy Commissioner and to give him 
the post of Senior Superintendent. My first thought is that 
the Senior Superintendent was created because an officer 
who had expected - and not without justification - to be 
made D e p w  Commissioner had been overlooked and this 
post was created in order to relieve his feelings. 

As to the post of Assistant Superintendent, I suppose 
what will happen is this: we have had an Assistant Super- 
intendent before; the Commissioner in whose regime the 
post was created disapproved of that, and the result was 
that we ceased to have an Assistant Superintendent. Now 
I understand the present Commissioner is enthusiastic 
about these Assistants, and we find that i t  is proposed t s  
provide for four of such. 1 would not be surprised when 
another change is made that you will have another Com- 
missioner of Police decrying the necessity for this rank 
and the Legislature will be seeking again to abolish it. 
It does not make any difference to me: but you know there 
was the fear at one time- and we had to voice i t  in this 
Chamber - that the reason for instituting the post of Assis- 
tant Superintendent was to provide some promotion for 
local people who were intended to go thus far and no further 
in the hierarchy of this Establishment. Of course, the 
Commissioners will realise that that cannot obtaininthese 
days, but we would like them also to realise that there is 
no reason why the post of Commissioner end Deputy Com- 
missioner, so far as  one can judge by the manner in which 
i t  is filled, could be regarded a s  a post only for some 
one of European appearance. We might a s  well let i t  be 
known, just a s  the idea that an Assistant Superintendent 
should be the highest post for a coloured man in the force 
now that we have Superintendents, that the post of Deputy 
Commissioner and Comrnissioner a r e  equally posts which 
should be regarded not only in theory but in actual prac- 
tlce a s  open to coloured people, or people of any other 
appearance. 

Now, Sir, I notice that i t  is proposed by this regula- 
don to increase the salary of the Deputy Commissioner 
to $600 a month by $40; he willthereby be getting a salary 
higher than that paid to many trained, highly qualified and 
experienced professional men in this island. I merely point 
out that in passing. 

The increase proposed for the Director of Music is 
an increase which so far as  the office is concerned, I am 
sure  everyone in Barbados will support, because if you 
were to take a vote throughout this island, a plebiscite, 
a s  to the most popular, the most liked and generally ap- 
preciated public official in this island, there would be no 
doubt about i t  that Captain Raison would win on an over- 
whelming majority. There is hardly anyone in the country 
districts who would not vote for him for taking the Police 



Bnnd not xrer sly % a , * ~ m c t c v y  07- r d z  v1.121 LJ C A ~  
n r a l  iuers th..cup;hm the l e w d b r u d t h  of %'S isJ-m?. 
biq for &;he t a t h d a s ~ ~  srd the teemesa which be 91% 
krzo the job, which h2 d w s  when he t-ikc:: th t  xery excel- 
lent insdtudm and its vet y &dent personnel all over the 
length and breadth of tMs island. 
12.55 p.m. 
None of us wou'd cavil. e t  tbe p'opo-A salary Itc-PBEBL 
fqr these offfcers, and c?rtainly the Direcrop of Music. 
He deserves that, and more t h n  that, for the gcod which 
he is doing in not mere13 entertarning the people of ;his 
island and provirlink them with a little pleasant recreadon 
during the course of the year, bu+ for the increased public 
appreciation of music which he has engendered throughout 
the length a n i  breadth of this island. 

Slr, I am wordering the presel,t Commissioner 
and the Hon. Premier considered, when this subject m a m r  
was under review, the re-institution of the ranks 3f Lance 
Corporal and Lance Sergeant an the Force. The re-insti- 
tution of the rank of Lance Corparal is pr3motion for 
those Constables who cdmot attain the rank of Corporel, 
and for that Constable who desires to be higher than a 
Private but who is not regarded a s  just good enough to 
be promoted to the rank of Corporal: and the re-institu- 
don of the rank of Lance Sergeant wauld be promodon for 
those Corporals who c a ~ o t  attain *he rank of Sergeadt 
but who deserve promotion frc. i Corporal. I am wonder- 
ing if the Hon. Premier would let us h o w  whether the re- 
institution of these posis came up for review, and i f  they 
did, the reason when making these changes to decide azainst 
thcir restoration. 

One must congratulate these higher paid officials, 
a t  least those who apparently would LE getting back-pay 
from April, 1956. When we comz t9 dealwith the up-grad- 
ing of the Inspectors' salary, the Hon. Premier more or 
!ess explained that it was laid dov n by Mr. Godsall to 
abolish the post or' Chief Inspector and to give more money 
to the :nspectors. Now, that is a!l well and good: but when 
you are  dealing with mon?y and ycia a r e  not giving more 
money to the men below, you need not be surprised if t h s e  
people a t  the bottom a re  not satsfiec! and they c o . ~ ~ u e  to 
leave the Force in the comparatively l a r g ~  rurr.kars in 
wMct they a re  leaving or are  about :o leave ar  contem- 
plating leaving unless legislation comes .n before the next 
eleceon year to give them an adequate increase in their 
substantial salzry. 

A s  I have said, we do not propose to oppose Lhe 'eso- 
ludon, but there a re  'hese ,mints of view which a re  recom- 
mended and which I am stressing. I hope the HOP. Pnrnier  
would let us know pzrtiularly whether any recor.side~.-,Con 
was given to the re-institution of the ranks of Lance Cor- 
poral and Lance Sergeant. 

Mr. G3DDAPD Mr. Spea~er, like the ksthon. mem- 
ber who spoke, 1 will start with the Const%blss Erst. I, 
personally, feel that the increase of ffteer. is too s m d l  
in number today. It is not a matter t!!t crime is Incras-  
%g, but we a rc  passing a lot of &ties on to the ?olice 
from this  H~use.  Every Tuesday that we ;neet in here 
and make any kegula':i3~s, EO special proldsion is made 
for the carrykg o!lt of thc.se l a w s  other than ti~rough the 
Police. They have dudes in Barbados t k t  would ilormally 
be don;. by otler ikpartments in otiier count-ies, arid that 
is one of the r e s o n s  wMch makes A: appear that we hav.; 
a largo Folice Force in relation to thenurnk.zr of our FOP- 
ulation. It L on account c.f tiie r ~ m b e z  c;f dudes which 
they do asd whirhare not done b;-Police in other countries. 

It is indicated today thai the expansion of the Aiqor t  
would call for more Police &ere. \W% respect to the !m- 
migrezon Lkpartment there, everyone hes been c-iticising 
+he length of time passengers have io waitas there is only 
one stream to deal with the ir-corninp plsae.cgers. Today, 
planes are  getting bigger a2d bigger and I look forward 
to the not too far future when 100 pa3sengers wmld be 
coming to Borhados by one plane; so that you hr le  to see 
to i t  that things a re  streamUreL! and rather than h:!e ore 
seream of immigradon, you sho15d have tvro: threeoi fcur 
streams to meet the growing ismands. Or' course, M v~I11 
take persomeI,b;ird if you ara  saying that i t  comes m5er 
the Police, then :rou will have io see to i t  that ycu get more 
policemen. Y3u cannot have other dudes neglected j!lst 
to shift these policemez around. 

1 d., n a  h o w  hmmnny ckmtabteb the Cumasiesicmer 
or* Podce r ~*ed  for, but I beiieve rbPt he did oak for m.ore 
b n  these &M 5eCouse thh &F sceme to be h d e -  
quat.. The: othar ranks such PR Sergeants and Ccqxsrls 
ere h reiadm ts the number of CaplsDlbles. q 

Oae d the be= tlziFgs we did war to s e p r a t e  the 
uost d DhCtor  of i*lusic irom that of Icspector. Forme--ly 
Direcror of Music was s;l Inspector.lThe cbsllge was 
wade! scsetlme ago a?< that was the right thsg to do. I 

m e  holder of this post is really a Mrector of Music a d  
rot  only has he achieved a high standard of mwic by the 
Police knd,  but he also encovroges music all through 
the island. Today, we have the Barbados Orchestra which 
he conducts, and 1 am sure that those who have heard i t  
a r e  amazed a t  the improvements which i t  has madc during 
the three years of its existence. Peopie like him must be 
adequately remmerated and I do not think anyone would 
begrxdge adequate increase for people whoare reaUyprll- 
ing their weight. 

As the Hon. Premier said, this revision was recom- 
mended by Mr. Godsall in 1956 and in  the course of the 
remarks, he said that i t  was an oversight that i t  was not 7 
doi~e before. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H, CUMMINS Mr. Speaker, on a 
point of order, I didnot say that i t  was on account nf any 
oversi* that i t  was not done before. What I did say with 
reference to any oversight was relating to the fixing of 

i the salary of Inspectors. ThPt was an oversight and that 
is why we have these amendments to amend the Civil 
Establishment No. 5 Brder. 
1.05 p.m. 

Mr. GODDARD. Well, I thank the hon. member for re- 
peating i t  again because in the Godsall Report a recommen- 
dation was made that if you accepted his recommendation, 
the Chief Inspector would get so much. In other words, i t  
was dependent upon t* action of theGovernmentas to what 
*hey decided and thatwas three years ago. What I am saying 
is this; the Inspectors concerned must have drawn the 
matter to the attentiob of the Government, not today, but 
some long time ago; because if the matter had affected 
any other par"; of the Civil Service, i t  would have been 
drawn to their stte~ition h a matter of months following. 4 
Itmust have been a very long and bitter barter between 
die persons concerned, becausz salaries are  being fixed 
a t  this presmt moment; these people could not be for- 
gotten any longer and s c  t ; ~  Govermner?t had to come 
down at this presen;: moment with this Order. They could 
naturally say that other people had built a row about their 
anomalies and everyone had to be adequately recompensed 
a s  from today; tha: is why this legislation is being back- 
dated. I quite agree with i t  but I am amazed 'bt i t  was 
not fixed before now. The Government had to go back and 
fix salaries, and three years after a recommendation had 
been inade to hem, i t  could not be put down purekf a s  an 
oversight. 1 cm sure that thepersons involved in this mat- 
te- must h v e  made application to ihe Government for an 
adjustrrent of their salaries. That is all  1 am saying. 

A s  I have said, I quiteagreewith this Resdution, but 
I do hope that ths Government will ce? that Kthe Com- 
missinrer says that there shoulti be a g r a t e r  n~~rnber  of 
coils'ables to do the work efficiently, there should not be 
any per~y-pincthg in that direction. There a r e  a vast num- 
ber of new duties being thrown on the ?olics k i l y  and the 
Folioe Constables have to do them. 

Mr. STRAUGHN: Idr. w . k e r ,  I hove one comment 
to make on the Resoludon which comment could perhaps 
be put in the Lorm of a quzs&.n; prohbly the Hon. Premier 
might be able to throw some light Qn it. 1 am womierlng 
whether between the post of Superintendent and Sergeont 
!a the Police Band, there could not be onc of S e s c  new 
Suprii7tendents or Jcspectors. The reason for my obser- 
vat2c.n is that when anyotz has to act for the M--or of 
Music, who is a Superintendent, 1 nctice that !t is a Ser- 
gear;t :vho is doing this a c e .  I have heard a a.umber of 
bouquets being showered on the Wrector of Music which 
aie well jwtifled, and I a;2 certain thet the D i r e c t ~ r  htm- ,mrr 
self, being u c ~ u s c i ~ n d o u s  mm, would be wry wflling 
ta pass crll same of these b u q ~ e u  for the success of the 
Bad to some of MS subordinetes. ! r m  wondering if there 
is ilot wother anomaly that .*hem yoc have someone act- 
ing for the Wrector of Music, ha is a Sergeant. Normally 



I take the oppornmity of discussing, a s  far a s  I can, these 
matters with the offlcers who a re  involved, but I have not 
had that chance this time and l amwondering if the Prem- 
ier has that information to band. Now that we a re  talking 
about this wonderful work of the Wrector of Music, 1 
wonder if we should not pay some attention to the estab- 
lishment of the Police Band itself; if there is going to be 
promotion of some sort, we should see that the post of 
Assistant Superintendent o r  Inspector Is created in the 
Police Band. 

Mr. TUDOR: Lest the hon. member should appear 
to be alone or to be singing a solo in this matter, I want 
to say that for once I want to support him in this issue. 
When this Resolution was first circulated 1 wondered im- 
mediately why i t  was that no consideration was given to 
the creation of the post of Assistant Director of Music in 
the Police Band. 1 have not got any particular person in 
mind; i t  is just this, that the Police Force has one branch 
of the Establishment which has a specialised job to per- 
form; that is the one branch which springs to my rnind 
whose work is readily appreciated. I t  is hard work, and in- 
deed it involves not only the customary routine work but su- 

- * perimposed is the technical work of music.The Senior Offi- 
cer in the Police Band is not only a Police Officer a s  such, 
but he is also a technician who must bring his Band up to 
scratch a t  all times. 

As my colleague, thehon. juniormember for St. Lucy 
has said, nobody could withhold general praise from Cap 
tab Raison, but i t  is not difficult to see that the strain on 
him personally must be terrific in order to organise 
and execute such a vast range of musical programmes 
all up and down the length and breadth of this island. He 
is worth his money and perhaps even more than we give 
him although I am glad to see that adjustments were made 
in his and in other cases. But the point is that if the Band 
fs to. be kept up to its customary technical scratch, if i t  
is to continue to do i ts  workallover this island, then con- 
sideration will have to be given to posts of a similar nature 
to that of the Director of Music himself and the holders 
of these posts, whoever they are, iftheposts a re  created, 
must not only be responsible Police Officers but also mu- 

h 
sicians of experience and quality. I do not think we ought 
to accept the idea thot because the Band itself does less 
exactlng ordinary Police duties than other branches of the 
Police Establishment, i t  can be ignored a little longer. 
I think a case has been made out for the creation of one 
or possibly two senior posts in the Police Band which is 
dependent upon its experience and mu~icianship. In addi- 
tion to that, I would like to say that good as the Pollce 
Band is, and useful a s  i t  is in raising the cultural stand- 
ard of the peopk of this island, i t  sbould ba mods rmrh 
better for young Bandmen to get the kpr(urtoa $ut .ny 
particular talent which they h v e  for rnwkbmhlp wLU 
be recognised and rewarded. 
1.15 p.m. 
By that a manwould be able to rise in the Band not only 
became of long service but because of his particular gift 
of musicionship and how well he executes his particular 
instrument. That ought to be the policy to be followed, but 
tht, perhaps, may come in time, for the immediate issue 

, is, I thfnk, the creation of the post of Assistant Dlrector 
- of Music, permanently so, and then perhaps another post 

slightly under that with less seniority and a little less 
emoluments so that the mnd itself will have its own sep- 
arate establishment a s  a routine matter and not dependent 
on shifts and changes in the personnel or numbers of the 
Pollce Force generally. If we admit, a s  we all do, the 
mere existence of the Police Band with its present high 
standard of music and the enjoyment wNch it gives to many 
today, then we ought to spare no p n b  to put i t  on the most 
proper foottag; and without, a s  I said, pleading a case of 
particular individuals, I think it is sufficient to draw the 
attention of Govermnent to the fact tbot the Band a s  a Bend 
really plays its part, and that posts in it and the arrange- 
ment of these posts ought to be subjected to the very best 
possible scrudny, and that nothing should be lacking to 
make the bond properly established and its personnel 
thoroughly satisfied, which can be done in the shortest 

h. 
possible time. 

n 1 should therefore like to impress upon Government 
that wbile we welcome on this side what is being done for 

the Director of Music himself, we would like to see under 
him the creation of senior posts dependent, a s  1 said, on 
period of service and musicianship. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I too, would like to 
subscribe to the views expressed by the last hon. mem- 
ber, but I wonder why this was so long in coming. As 
a matter of fact, from 1956 mtil now must have created 
some unrest, uncertainty and suspicion in the minds of the 
people to whom we look most for protection in this country. 
I am very glad to see, however, that the Government has 
a t  long last recognised these anomalies and the re- 
commendations made, because 1 myself know there was 
definitely an undercurrent going through the Police De- 
partment which did not speak well in the interest of dis- 
cipline and the maintenance of order, because with the 
top-ranking officers such a s  you have put here, with the 
loss of confidence, one would appreciate what would hap- 
pen a t  the bottom. I do appreciate that this has come, but 
one wonders if there is some motive which may be des- 
cribed a s  ulterior for bringing i t  a t  this particular time. 
1 am sure that we a re  all looking forward to seeing more 
of these coming to the House a t  this time because last 
week, a s  you will recall, we dealt with some, and I under- 
stand today you have actually postponed others and there 
a re  more in the offing to come down. 

Last week when we were dealing with the Teachers 
a t  Government-aided secondary schools, you will recall 
that I mentioned then that there were certain anomalies 
in respect of elementary teachers and teachers at modern 
secondary schools for which nothing had been done, but 1 
notice that after protest which has been made and the pres- 
sure which apparently seems to have been brought upon 
the Government - I hope 1 am right in saying that there 
has been some postponement - that Government has de- 
cided, and I agree with them, to bring about the settling 
o r  streightenfsg out of anomalies in respect of teachers 
a t  the Government-aided secondary schools: but there were 
anomalies in the salaries for teachers i t  elementary 
schools which, I am sure you will agree, needed recog- 
nition by the Government a t  the very earliest stage, i f  
not earlier than those of the secondary teachers. 

In the case of the Police, 1 am indeed very happy 
to see that the Government has a t  last stopped wrangling 
over i t  with the petty spite and jealousy-because one or 
two people wanted to hurt one or two top officials in the 
Police F o r a  - and they have at last given way to reason 
and jw&x and have been able to come down and settle these 
anomalies. I feel, like the hon. member who spoke last, 
that there must be some incentive to our men- a t  least 
those with ability- for promotion, and 1 am sure that a s  
things look todry that incentive will present itself. 

1 am happy to support the Resolution but I am hoping 
that in the not distant future the other anomalies will be 
put right. 1 am sure that you can never have a revision 
of any sort unless you have anomalies; i t  is impossible; 
but when you have anomalies; then people must face them. 
Government must face them and you should never have 
that petty spite and wrangling because somebody feels that 
some particular branch or section of a community is not 
with a particular Party or Government or  is opposed to 
a particular individual in Government. Those days should 
be over. 

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker, the Government cannot 
escape censure on this occ;ision. The delay that has taken 
place in this matteris oneof great seriousness. The Police 
Force of this island should be dealt with in a fair manner; 
and if it were the intention, a s  is obvious now, of the Gov- 
ernment to increase these salaries, i t  should have been 
done much enrlier. This means that during the past two 
years or  more these particular officers have not been re- 
ceiving their full emoluments, and therefore the taxpayers 
in turn have not been receiving the full benefit from these 
offlcers a s  if they were well paid. I think, Sir, that i t  is 
a serious matter that our Police Force should be left in 
abeyance in matters of their pay, and 1 sincerely hope that 
this wffl not occur again. It does not seem to me that it 
can be memly an oversight, and l do hope that all the ne- 
cessary anomalies in the Force will be straightened out 
immediately. 



I have heard, Mr. Speaker, of persons who a re  op 
posed to the Party and MS, thatandthe other. I do'not be- 
lieve in bringing that sort of thing into a debate unless 
1 am willing to stand on my feet and say who the person is 
and what the facts are. It is regrettable that our Force 
should be subject to any rumours even in this Honourable 
House. It is not good enough for the standard of debate in 
this Honourable House, and 1 hope we will be seeing the 
day soon that when hon. members have anything to say to 
the detriment of any person they will be willing to 
call names and produce the facts. (Hon. R G. MAPP: 
Hearl Hearl) Be carefull Yours is coming fairly soon and 
I will call names too. 

I feel, Slr, that a11 members around thia Table .P- 
preciate the good work which the Police Band has done. 
but l agree with the hon. senior member for St. Lucy 
that there is scope in that Band for another senior appoint- 
ment. It must be realised that if the se~lior man is good. 
then the Band is also good. but i t  must also be realised 
that he must have the co-operadon and support'of the 
men under him in order that the Band may be good. 1 feel 
that this Band is deserving of further recognition and that 
it should have a t  least one senior post along with the Di- 
rector. If any of us has experienced the good which this 
Band is doing throughout the island, if any of us has been 
present at any of the functions held at the various institu- 
dons and has seen with his own eyes the pleasure coming 
to inmates, I feel that he would be only too happy to support 
any increase in this Band. 
1.25 p.m. 
But I also feel that there is a tendency in an organisation 
which has only one senior manwhoisabove the rest  by far 
for that organisation to be liable to a certain amount of 
confusion lower down. I recommend strongly that theGov- 
ernment consider having another senior man closer to the 
Director thereby giving more continuity along the line in 
the Police Band. I do hope, Sir, that our Police Band will 
continue to go from better to better and that the Govern- 
ment will give i t  every assistance. 

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Speaker, I am glad to say that I 
now have the opportunity of seeing what the Governor said 
from the Throne in his Speech has come into operation. 
He said then. "My Government a re  aware that there has 
been some increase in the cost of living since the last 
salaries revision and have under consideration measures 
to grant some relief to the lower paid employees of Govern- 
ment.' ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is making reference 
of something which refers to another Order before us. 

Mr. CORBIN: I am referring to the Civil Establish- 
ment (General) (Amendment) (No.5) Order, 1959, concern- 
ing policemen. I am glad to see that the Government has 
taken steps to increase the salary of these poor people 
such as  teachers and all like those and Policemen especi- 
ally who have to walk up and down without the use of a 
vehicle to carry out their duties. When1 see the low wages 
which they receive, i t  shocks my modesty, because 1 know 
they cannot meet the cost of living today. The cost of 
living of certain people today is 30Xandthe materials 40% 
and on account of that they could never reach payment for 
them. 1 am sure the small increase which they a re  going 
to get will yet make i t  hard for them to meet their demands. 
1 hope Government will consider these poor peopleand in- 
crease their wages so that they would be able to give proper 
satisfaction in their dudes. They a re  working unwillingly 
because of the low wages they a re  receiving. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Again, I must point out to the hon. 
member that the Order before us is Order No. 3 on the 
Order Paper which deals with the Civil Establishment 
(General) (Amendment) (No. 5) Order, which deals with 
Police. 

Mr. CORBIN: I am dealing with the Police especially. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That Order deals with the Police 
specifically but the hon. member seems to be rather gen- 
eral. 

Mr. C O R m  I hope the Policemen would be more 
satisfied with the greater increase given to them. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Slr, 1 will answer the 
last point first. This point was repeated by the last hon. 
member who spoke a s  well a s  by other hon. members. 1 
repeat, Sir, that this is not a Solaries Revision as  far a s  
the Police a re  concerned. 1 am a t  pains to say that. This r*, 
is implemendng the Godsall Report and I thought that that 
was understood by every hon. member. I repeatit because 
there a r e  hon. members who think that rhis is a Salaries 
Revision and a re  pleading the cause of Policemen below 
the rank of Inspector. This is a recommendation of Mr. 
Godsall with which we are  now dealing. 

There a re  one o r  two other points which I want to 
answer. The hon. senior member for the City referred to 
Anomalies. It is no anomaly; i t  is back pay. This is a re- 
commendation by Mr. Godsall which the Government now 
seeks to implement. (Mr. MOrITLEY: After three years?) 
Yes; i t  may be even after six years. If the hon. member 
had read the Resolution, he would seethatit does not mat- 
t e r  if i t  is three years or six years. I t  is backdated.(Mr. 
MOTTLEY: This is spite work.) I do not know where the 
spite work comes from. This Government has nothing to 
do with the Police. 1 happen to be a member of the Police 
Board but that Board does not deal with personnel. + 

Mr. MO'ITLEY: Mr. Speaker, 1 have never or neither 
would I be so ignorant of accusing the Govennnent of having 
anything to do with the Police. I never inferred that. 1 am 
sorry that the Hon. Premier misconstrued me. In my speech 
I said that i t  took three years to give them this increase 
and after three years of wrangling and certain Ministers 
opposing it, the Govermnent has now seen the wisdom of 
bringing this Resolution down. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMIUINS: The Hon. Leader of the 
Opposition refemed to the ranks of Lance Corporal and 
Lance Sergeant. I wish to tell him that i t  was never re- 
ferred to me o r  to theGovernment that we should re-instate 
these ranks; therefore, when he asked that question why 
these ranks were xi& ndmtated, that is the answer. The 
Head of the Police Force never asked that these ranks be 
re-insdtuted. 

Certain hon. members spoke of the Police Band and 
espedally with regard to the Sergeant in charge, the man 4 
who substitutes for the Director of Music when he is sick 
o r  absent on leave. Well, I think that the Public in general 
wants to see that the status of that officer be raised and 1 
am able to tell a s  House that that point has not been lost 
sight of . (Applause.) think that the status of that officer 
will be raised in the near future. 
1.35 p.m. 
I do not think that there is anything more which would be 
answered. The hon. junior member for Christ Church has 
again referred to the quesdon of emigration a t  Seawell. 
For his information 1 will say that if these increases a re  
granted we will see to i t  that there is also an increase in 
respect of the Emigration Offlcers operating a t  Seawell. 
1 think that those a re  the main paints which have been made. 

The  question that this Resolution do now pass 
was out and resolved i n  the aff imative without division. . . 

AND COUNTRY DEVELOPMENT PLANNING 
Y 

/ (INTERIM CONTROL) BILL 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I am asking leave 
that we revert to Order No. 2 a s  the next Order of the 
Day 

Mr. DOWCINO: Mr. mker, 1 must object to this 
manner of going backwards and forwards on the Order 
Paper unless there is a good reason for doing that. What 
is Order No. 1, should be dealt with, what is Order No. 2 
and Order No. 3 should be dealt with and we should go 
in that manner. 

Mr. SPEAYER: The Hon. Leader of the House said 
that these Orders were tempororfly postponed. The Hon. 
Minister said that this Order was postponed because the 
files were not to hand. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I do not how if the hon. member 
would Iike to advise the Govermnent a s  to how i t  should 
conduct its business. 



Mr. SPEAKER: The mtter need not reach that arge 
a t  *U 

Hun. M. E. W: I hinted tlmt it WM only a questton 
P- of a temponry postponement beause the Hon. kdMster 

dtdn&havrht s f i l 6~ ) . I8 . id t fp t ,~o fhoMfngupthe  
House to get the files, we would condder the next Order 
of the b y .  

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker, I am a1 least gnteful 
tht, at this stage, we have an explanation as  to why this 
Order was postponed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Ihy shnds 
in the name of the Hon. Minister of Communications, Works 
and Housing:- To move the Second Reading of a Bill to 
make provision for the Interim Control of the development 
of land. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, the history of Town 
and Country Plarming Legislation in this island has been 
one of abonive attemps. For one reason or another, the 
idea of Town and Country Planning has never caught on 

... in Barbados; indeed it has been anathema to Barbados on 
the whole. I was rather amusedinreadingthe debate which 
took place in this House in 1947 ona Resolution to allocate 
money to cover the cost of printlng the Report of the Ar- 
chitect and T w n  Planner, Mr. DeSyllas; 1 was amused at 
the comments which were made on t h ~ t  aide of the House. 
The then Leader of the Opposidon said that a financial 
crisis was fadng the islaM) that money would be wasted 
in printing pretty booklets which would be of little use to 
the populatian, and i spite of the pleas made by the then 
Leader of the House, Mr. Adams, as he was tha ,  that we 
should have these colour plans and of his pointing out the 
dmgers of overcrowding, traffic congestion, trafflc density 
.Id things of that sort, in spite of the pleas of the Hon. 
Leader of the House, the efforts of the Opposition pre- 
vailed and the Resolution was consequently withdrawn 
However, it was typical of the atdtude of the island as  
a whole towards anything called planning. 

I think that that was a great pity because most hon. 
members are  aware of the l r r i f i c  problems which are  

'v now confronting us with regard to the land used in this 
island, the lot of buildingprojectsandthetraffic problems. 
Hcm. members will agree that a lot of theae problems 
cauld k v e  been avoMcd ancl lessened if we h d  some 
effort at Town end Country Pknrrtng in tMe lrluui. In ttmt 
y a r , d K T ~ ~ l l P ~ A d v b e r t o t k ~ f o r  
Ikvelopmm and Welfare wrobe this: 

"It is hardly necessary to argue the need for town 
p k m b g  control in (I dty so obviously out of hnd as  
Bridget- condnued laissez-faire development will re- 
sult in increasingly unsocial living conditions and increas- 
ingly expensive corrective measures. The survey maps 
also show that in some respects, effective town plnanfng 
measures would not be too difficult or too expensive to 
achieve. Preventive legislation md a forward-looking 
planning scheme are  urgently needed at this time when 
so many building projects, public and private, are  about 
to be*' 

He foretold what would happen if townplanning legis- 
lation was not introduced. Thtwas  in 1947. It was the year 
in which the Town and Country Pluming Bill was passed 
in this House and not condnued with inthe Other Place be- 
cause of the fact that too many people believed that this 

 TOW^ and c o w r y  Planning Legisladon presented many 
difficulties and it did not suit Barbados. We have gone on 
in a haphazard manner, and I think that most people will 
agree, especially now that the Deep Water Harbour is being 
constructed, that we should deal with this matter and have 
some sort of Town and Country plarming in this Island. 
I do not thinlr that most hon. members would remember 
the DeSyllas Repon, but it would be very useful if we were 
to refer to that Report on Bridgetown. Mr. DeSyllas made 
a very comprehensive Report and 1 think it is well worth 
while to quote some passages from it. Mr. DeSylks com- 

h. 
mented thus on Bridgetom- 

h "Lilre ~mny anEnglish sesport or rmrrket term, Bridge- 
town has grown haphazardly, with little sign of conscious 

amaqemm. About a hrmdFed yeam ago, in the &ye of 
expmdbg British Mustry ond overseas mde, the d t y  
began to grow rapidly. It grew in a piecemm1 way, rather 
irresposlsibqr; so that the narrow streets and &nes of a 
s m l l  township today make shift for the trafflc r o w s  of 
a busy commerd.1 city. Its growth continued uncontrolled, 
until it beame the present labyrinth of bustling streets 
a& nudging buildings, where over 70.000 people strlve to 
live 8nd work." 
1.G p.m. 

He then pointed out the faults. He said "the most 
obvious hults are the conges@ed streets, incapable ofdeal- 
ing with modern trafflc; confused interlocking of com- 
mercial, industrial and housing areas; 'over-building' and 
overcrowding; serious shomage of public open spaces, in- 
cluding school playgrounds, parks and gardens; complicated 
problems of traffic control, policing and servicing; and -- 
a more recent development of the motor transport age -- 
an unkempt suburban sprawl, devoid of any sense of com- 
munity." He points out that "the criterion in the most 
recent developments is almost invariably speculative 
value - seldom community need. Developments have usu- 
ally been sporadic, following the main traffic roads or 
sprinkled over large tracts of suburban land, often of 
high agricultural fertility. 

This sitwtion has been typical of unplanned towns 
all over the world. It has become a serious problem in 
Bridgetown, already congesbed and overgrown, where as 
yet not even the simplest form ofplanningcontrol exists." 

He then went on to argue the need for planning and 
preservation of certain features of Brldgetown. In para- 
graph 6 he speaks of the "expansion of the town", and 
again, Sir, i t  is worth quoting in the light of the Local 
Government Bill which covers Bridgetown up to what was 
formerly Christ Church. He wrote as  follows:- 

"The control of Bridgetown's growth is a serious 
problem; its solution becomes increasingly urgent. The 
d t y  boundary was revised a s  recently as 1931, but urban 
development has already overleapt it. I t  is an arbitrary 
line without administrative sippificance. The densely built 
up areas of Bridgetown extend into the countryside of 
St. Michael and Christ Church. When the statutory town 
planning scheme is being worked out, the t h e  will be ripe 
f o r  rarviewkrgthe d ty  boundary, in conjmctlonwith schemes 
for local government re-argadmtion The creation of the 
Bridgetoam Uty Couactl, wi l l  no &W% studied at this 
time." 

He pointed out that "the population of Bridgetown 
is contained within an arc of about 2 1 /2 miles radius 
from Trafalgar Square, extending from axing Cardens 
on the St. James cmst to Rendezvous Road in Rockley. 
The fact that Bridgetown is administered by two parishes 
and has no administrative city boundary of its own makes 
it difficult to study the rate ot growth of the urban popula- 
tion." 

As I said already, Mr. DeSyllas emphasied that 
Bridgetown had sprawled out not only to the boundary of 
St. James but as far as Rockley in Christ Church; but in- 
deed we have seen a change in the boundary line with the 
City of Bridgetown being what it is today. He also pointed 
out that the growing density of population and the move- 
ment from rural areas into the urban areas would create 
increasing difficulties in town planning. 

I think, SLr. that with the passage of time and the 
improvement of ideas, people in Barbados today have be- 
come planning - conscious and do realise the need for 
planning of some soft; and the House as a whole welcomed 
the insertion in the Estimates of an Item providing for 
a Town Planner. A s  we know, that Town Planner arrived 
late last year and has been very actively engaged prepar- 
ing for his Town a d  Country Pknning duty. 

~ o w ,  ~ t r ,  members W&,& 
comprehensive Town and Country P-,= 
don of that sort is bound to take some time became it 1. 
mcult legislation, and obviously we have to give the 

I Tuwn and CO- Planning Officer some time to laok 



around and come to his own conclusions, so  tbat he can 
advise Government a s  well a s  he shouldonthe Wes which 
such Town and Country Planning legislation should follow. 
This is, therefore, Mr. Speaker, an interim measure de- 
signed to control development in this island and land use 
in general in Barbados. I t  is an interim control measure 
which will go out of operation a s  soon a s  the Town and 
Country Planning Bill comes into effect. Since the Town 
and Country Planning Officer has been here, he has been 
engaged in carrylng out a comprehensive survey of the 
existing patterns of land use in this island and of the &p- 
cal, economic and social condidons which e a  beause 
any Town and Country Planner must take into account all  
those features which fit into the problem of Townaad 
Country Planning today. 

Planning today, Sr, is a feature of all Governments. 
1 think that most of those members in this House who might 
have studied the efforts of plnnning in Puerto Rico will  
realise to what extent Governments - and especially the 
Government of Puerto Rico - have gone in planning. At 
the recent Caribbean Conference in Port of Spain, I thlnk 
in 1956, Dr. Pico who attended the Conference, and with 
whom most of us a r e  familiar,/told the Conference that 
planning paid not only in better results but in more eco- 
nomic projects, and most of us will agree. Those of us 
who have followed the efforts of broad comprehensive 
planning will agree with Dr. Pico that i t  has paid off. 
Puerto Rico found that by planntng on a comprehensive 
scale, by planning not only flscally, not only along the 
physical lines but economically - and going forwardona 
broad plan, the country benefited a s  a whole, prlvate en- 
terprise benefited, the public benefited, everybody bene- 
fited. It i s  true that in doing so Puerto Rico has spent 
fairly large sums of money, but they have saved much 
bigger sums by having things work on a co-ordinated, 
comprehensive plan. 
1.55 p.m. 
At the Conference we adopted the following definition of 
the role of Town and Country Development Planning: "the 
role of Town and Country Development Planningis to guide 
the development of the total resources of a country on a 
world-wide regional and local basis whether by private 
or public endeavour so that the best use is made of these 
resources for the well-being of the people." 

I believe that tNs prindple of planning, Mr. Speaker, 
is now uppermost and now triumphant in this area, and it 
is accepted that the property and rights of individuals 
should be subjected to certain restrictions in the interest 
of the public. However, i t  is one feature of the idea of 
planning which is bound to run up against and to meet with 
a lot of resistance from the people because it particularly 
sets out what an individual should do and what he should 
not do. and it particularly states that we cannot do this 
or that and that you cannot build or develop your own 
property as  you think fit. I think that people in Barbados 
will be hard to accept that idea, but they must be made 
to realise that in the interest of the community a s  a whole 
there should be some restrictions a s  to how you should 
develop your own property. 

Now, Sir, a s  hon. members will see from the Bill -- 
Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of 

order. 1 know i t  is two o'clock now but I just want to say 
this. We got this Bill on Friday last. Having only got it 
on Friday last, I want to intimate to the Hon Minister in 
charge that he only make his second reading speech on it 
today as  we obtained it too late to have the opportunity of 
going further fnto it although we have read it. As the Hon. 
Minister knows, it is a very important Bill and 1 go a s  
far  a s  to say that 1 think most hon. members welcome it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is too much of a lengthy ex- 
planation a t  this time. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: If the difficulty c 0 m p m  of 
by the hon. member is applicable to hon. members on the 
other side, 1 am quite willlug to postpone i t  although I 
would say that i t  is a very important BUI and we want 
to deal with i t  a s  quickly a s  possible. Can the hon. member 
say whether he means that we should deal with it later 
this evening or a t  the next meeting of the House? 

Mr. MUlTLEY: l mean that you should postpone tt 
mdl next week. 

SUSPJWSON OF Sl'TlNG 
ry 

Mr. SPEAKER: I t  now being two o'clock, the sitting 
of this House now stands suspended until 2.30 o'clock. 
2.00 p.m. 

On reswnption; 
I t  now being 2.30 o'clock, Mr. SPEAKER instruct- 

ed h e  Clenk to ring the Bell. 
p h e  Bell was rung and a quorum obtained.) 

Mr. SPEAKER colled Question Time and then 
Private MembersB Business. 

Mr. SPEAKER' The Hwse now reverts to Govern- 
ment Business. 

Mr. STRAUGHN: Before you go on to that, may I 
proceed to reply to the Order wNch stands in my name? 

Mr. WEAKER: The hon. member is rather late. 

Mr. STRAUGHN: As far  a s  I remember, Mr. Speaker, C 

the hon. senior member for W George was speaking on 
this question and I was awaiting him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Under the drcumstances we will deal 
with that. 

ADDRESS re REPLY TO MS EXCELLENCY'S 
SPEE(3I 

Mr. SPEAKER On the last occasion, the hon. senior 
member for St. George was speaking when Private Mem- 
bers' Business was concluded. 

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker, I have nothing further 
to add. 

Mr. STRAUGHN: In replying to tbe points raised, I 
think I can easily be brief because most of the comments 
made on the original speech seemed to touch on matters 
wNch have been discussed in this House a t  one time or 
another, and certainly , i t  is not that the Govermnent is 
in any way blind to any of these discussions. I am sure .+ 
all would be taken care of in due h e .  

There has been some discussion on the unemployment 
figures, and even though it has been memioned in the 
Speech from theThrone tbat no rellable figures a re  avail- 
able a t  the moment, I do not envisage that that state of 
affairs would continue indefinitely. 

1 am also happy, if you all i t  happy, for the first 
time to hear what I would interpret to be the official 
statement of one of the official paltles on the consdtu- 
donal crisis. 
2.35 p.m. 
I notice that the only person who has made any mention 
of that nutter was the hon senior member for St. Lucy. 
I can promise him tbat I willcertainly be using that a t  the 
appropriate time a s  the official statement of his P a w  
on this questlon of the consdtutional crisis. As the hon. 
member is not now in his place I will  not prolong that, 
portion of the debete any longer, but if he were in his 
seat I would certainly answer him in detail. In conclusion, 
I beg to move that the Address which 1 moved in reply 
to the Governor's Throne Speech donow pass. (A MEMBER: 
That has been done already.) 

The question that this Address a s  amended do 
now pass was put and resolved in the negative, the House 
dividing a s  follows:- 

AYES: Mr. BRANCKER, - 1. 
NOES Hon. Dr. H. G. H. (XIMMINS, Hon. M. E COX: 

Hon. R R GARNER, Hon. R G. MAPP, Hon. F. E. 
MIUER, Messrs. SEARLES, STRAUGHN, SMITH old 
DOWRNG - 9. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The guestion has bear resolved in 
the negative one member voting "Aye", and nine hon. 4 
members voting "No.". I deckre the "Noes" have it. 4 



The question that this Address do now pass was 

put and resolved In the affirmative witbout division. 

RESOLUXION re STATEMENT MADE BY THE 
= HON. PREMIER 

Aar. SPEAKER: The next OFder of the Ihy under Prl- 
vats Memebrs' Business stands in the name of the H a .  
Lader of the Oppositim- To move the pss ing  of the 
following Resolution re Statement of the Hon. Premier 
cm the 14th Apr& 1959. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, this Order is in con- 
nection with the Constitutional issue. AS you how, Sir, 
this matter has been under discussion for several W& 

now and we were much relieved to hear a t  last an of- 
ficial pronouncement made in this Chamber by the Hon. 
Premier in connection with the facts of his forthcoming 
visit to the Colonial Office. It will  be recalled, Sir, that 
during the last month the last Premier told us in this 
House that he was making a statement to clear up a few 
points in connection with his invitation to pay a visit to 
the Colonial Office relative to the extension of the Con- 
situatior: of this colony. The Hon. Premier went on to 

: say that the C o n s d t u d o ~ l  crisis since the House last 
met was then a matter of history but that he has been 
invited to go to England in connection with a further ex- 
tension of the constitution and that was a current topic. 
The Premier explained to this House that there was ab- 
solutely no connection between the two things; in fact he 
went on in his statement to say that he had intimated to 
the Governor weeks before the impasse that in view of 
the fact that certain extensions to the constitution of 
Jamaica had taken place i t  was felt in Barbados that the 
CQnstitution of this Island should be similarly extended. 
The Statement went on to say that the invitation for the 
Premier to go to London reached him on the 26th March 
and because there was some doubt that the one thing hinged 
upon the other he felt that he should make i t  absolutely 
clear that there was no connection between them and no 
foundation for believing so. In conclusion, the Premier 
told us that a t  the moment he was conducting preliminary 
talks with the Governor and that a t  the appropriate stage - he could not say what the exacttime would be - he would 
be going to see the Secretary of State for theColonies. 

f 

Mr. Speaker, we regard the constitutionalissue, and 
every intelligent person must thus regard i t  a s  a matter 
of importance because i t  affects the whole island ir- 
respective of Party, and it should be the concernof all 
Parties. We feel that a Constitutional issue is certainly 
not a Party matter unless the various Parties hold dif- 
ferent views about the matter; but I think that all of us 
in this Chamber hold the view that the Constitution of 
our island should be extended to the maximum to which 
i t  might reasonably be extended, thatweshouldbe masters 
in our own houses and that we should not have to accept 
dictates from outside. With our ancient Constitudon, 
which is one of the very oldest in the British Colonial 
Empire, we would be very jealous if we find any other 
island in the West Indies, 9r in the Commonwealth, 
behind us and more backwardthan we a re  - we would be 
very jealous if we suddenly found ourselves taking second 
place and playing second fiddle in our Constitutional set- 
up. It is a matter of concern to all of us in this island: 
and those of us who have prided ourselves on this Con- 
stitution, have always shown that we have never &under- 
stood it; we never thought that we had the best constitu- 
tion in the world or that we were greatly independent 
o r  that we had a better Consdtution than Ghana after 
Ghana had taken on a new status. 
2.45 p.m. 
With the hard facts of reality before us, we realise, how- 
ever, that we have a reasonably good Constitution from a 
Colonial stand-paint-because we a re  still a colony, whether 
o r  not we like it - or one of the best Constitutions in 
the Colonial Empire, and we feel that, having such a Con- 
stitution. other colonies who a re  not better able to govern 
themselves than we are, should not be allowed to forge 
ahead without our continuing to improve our status. We 
therefore welcome the view of the Premier, a s  he ex- 
pressed it, tbat he is prepared to take steps to interview 

C" the Secretary of State for the Colonies In cormecdon - with m e r  extension of the Constitudon of this island. 
We all supported the advent of Cablnet Govermnent 

&U this Island. What our views were, and ourviewson 

this side are so well known abo~rt Her Mafegty's present 
advieera in this island, that even though we brva to w8it 
mail perhaps - at the latest - the next Gene111 Electian, 
to be rid of the r n a G a ~ D n d o n  Psd mis-government 
to wbich we are unfortunately subjected, that L a mm- 
por~ry rrmtter, a rery p s s t n g  phase; the writing on the 
wall could not be larger and more visible than it is, 
and the ruming of our island by people of this bland, 
admittedly, a t  the moment, by some who cannot run it a s  
well a s  others who will soon be running it, is still more 
desirable - and 1 know they will catch on to this - 
than the running of the Government by imported of- 
ficials, persons not born in the West Indies or not 
born in Barbados, and not really in sympathy with 
us, other than to use the island a s  a stepping stone 
to ennble them to jump from a post which they may hold 
in this island to a higher post in some other part of 
the Colonial Empire. 

For my part, and in connection with the visit of the 
Premier, he should not regard i t  a s  a Party measure un- 
less he has in mind some extension or  some adjustment 
in the Constitution of which he hows  before hand we would 
not approve, and therefore he would not want diverse 
or  conflicting opinions to be presented to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies to prevent a clear undertakhg 
and to make it impossible for him to realise what is - 
and what is not - the point of view of the Barbados de- 
legation; but assuming that he has no reason to believe 
that we on this side will differ from what he has in mind 
(although perhaps in the course of this debate there will 
be divulged what the Hon. Premier has in mind in respect 
of constitutional changes) we can let him know whether 
we a re  with him or whether we feel he is not going far 
enough - a s  the case may be - on a matter such a s  this; 
and this would be, a s  has been donein the case of Jamaica 
and T-d, treated a s  a matter entlrely above Party, 
all in the interest of the island, our birthplace, our home, 
and a united front would be presented ifthat can be. There 
is no reason to assume that i t  cannot be agreed upon. 
This would mean the inidation of Parliamentary dis- 
cussions to determine what we have in common in con- 
nection with desired constitutional changes and whether our 
points of view may diverge. 

I feel that Parliamentary talks a r e  essential - in 
a non-Party spirit and on a high plane - before the Hon. 
Premier starts on his journey to the United Kingdom to 
keep his appointment with Mr. Lennox Boy4 and in the 
course of such discussions we will find out what a re  the 
subjects agreed upon, and what there is in issue between 
Government and the Opposition. 

From the beginning of my student days, Mr. Speaker, 
because "once a student always a student", when i t  comes 
to law - the more one learns, the more one realises 
how much there is yet to learn - I have always preferred 
a written Constitution. That is my personal view. Those 
of us, and all of us, who practise Law in this pert of 
the world a re  brought up under English Professors ond 
Lecturers in the Law who a r e  almost(to a mane-S- 
tic about the unwritten Constitution a s  against the wrlnen 
Constitution because of i ts  alleged greater flexibility and 
because nothing L4 committed to writing. Frankly,withthat 
I have never agreed, and 1 was never persueded - even by 
my Lecturers when Iwas readingatthelnns of Court - tbat 
the virtues of the unwritten Constitution surpass those of 
the written. That is a question which should be discussed, 
considered and resolved, in my view, before the constitu- 
tional discussions and negotiations start in London, sothat 
the Premier would be in a position to say what is the point 
of view to which a11 important Parties in Barbados adhere, 
whether we all support the idea of the written, o r  vice versa 
we all support the idea of the unwritten, or  he would be in 
a position to tell the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
that there is a divergence of views and that we cling to one 
o r  the other a s  the case may be; but that the majority is in 
favour of the wrltten a s  against the unwritten Constitution; 
and of course the question of the Constitution then leaves 
one to consider conventions of the Constitution. 

It is well known that one of the conventions of the 
Bridsh Constitudcm is tbat no rejects of the electorate a r e  
placed In offlce after their re.iecdon. except in the case of 
one who has rendered disting&hed&d oufsiPnding service. 
If the Prime MMster or  a very senior Wnister oi the 



Crown had been defeated in an electlonlPldalide,moreip 
Party defeat thana persoual defeat, room would i m m e d i a ~  
ly be found for that eminent figure by virtue of the service 
he had already rendered to QueenandComtryin the Upper 
Chamber. But in the case of persons who have faced the 
electorate for the first time and have been unsuccessful 
on that or subsequent occasions, i t  is absolutely contrary 
to all conventions that obtain in England for such persons 
to be placed in office, certainly inn; high offlce, definitely 
not in a position of anything like Ministerial responsibility. 

The fact, Mr. Speaker, thatthis L a small island, and 
when one expresses a point of view there is always a ten- 
dency or belief that i t  is so expressedbecause of personal 
animosity towards an individual, is the only reason why I 
digress here to say in respect of the individual in this 
country who was unsuccessfulin the 1956 General Elections 
and who was, almost immediately after, made one of Her 
Majesty's Ministers - Minister without Portfolio - that I 
have the very highest personal opinion of and regard for 
that particular gentleman. 
2.55 p.m. 

He is a gentleman, a man of considerable integrity, a 
man of honesty and sincerity of purpose: and what 1 am 
saying refers to the principle of the appointment and 
certainly not to the individual who was appointed. This L 
the sort of fhing which would never happen in Great Britain 
with its unwritten Constitution and with its conventions. 

Another point which I would throw out for the consi- 
deration of the Hon. Premier when he discusses this 
matter -. and I take it that he will discuss i t  a t  a Party 
caucus or as  a cerhin newspaper Reporter who refers to 
them as  the Premier's top brass - is this. We have definite 
views on this matter which is non-pany unless there are  
certain points on which the offidal Opposition differs. As 
regards the Attorney General, I think that is a maner of 
how much longer we should consider this post a s  a Civil 
Service appointment. I think as soon a s  Cabinet Govern- 
ment was obtained in this island and the Premier presides 
over the actual working of the Cabinet, that the very next 
move should be to take steps for the Attorney Generalship 
of this colony becoming an office like the Attorney General- 
ship of Great Britain. In Great Britain the holder of that 
office comes and Eoes out with the Cabinet. If and when that 
Government ceases to be in power, automatically goes the 
holder of the offlce of Attorney Generalship and anothel 
comes in his place with the new Government. There is  no 
reason why we should maintain Cabinet status with this 
idea of the Attorney General being a permanent Govern- 
ment official a s  distinct from a member of the Cabinet 
who must come in and go out with the other Ministers. 
That is  a matter onwhich the Government should formulate 
i ts  point of view. We are  quite prepared to advise the 
Government on the correct approach to that subject 
if they would invite our advice on this matter because 
we regard it a s  essentially a non-party matter unless 
i t  i s  established that Government wants to move alone; 
certain lines constitutionally while the Opposition wants to 
move along different lines. But that has not been establish- 
ed. There should be in our view a getting together of all the 
Parties so that the point of view of the island a s  a whole can 
be fairly, adequately and impartially presented toHerMa- 
jesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies. After 
all, we are  still a colony and the last word is still with the 
Britlsh Government, however much we may dislike it or 
however distasteful i t  may be. 

Mr. Speaker, just after the Local Government elec- 
tions, rumours were rampant over the island about the 
roving P r e d e r  going to the United Kingdom and having 
discussions with the Secretary of Sate for the Colonies, and 
the opinion held was that he was going up in connection 
with the recent appointment of Aldermenin the metropolitan 
division of Local Government resulting from the Local 
Government elections. However, that does not matter much 
because in the future appointments of Aldermen will not be 
made in the manner in which the first appointments were 
made, but it does serve to bring home to those who were 
misled on this issue, a s  on certain other issues, by the 
first P e m i e r  of Barbados' grossly misleadingstatements 
which he made in this House and on public platforms a s  to 
the Constitution of Barbados and w h t  he, the Premier, 
would do and what the poor Secretary of State for the 

Colonies could not db - and yet we find although it was 
suggested by the former P w r  i a newspperd one of 
the orher colmies tht  any referemce of any such thing to 
the Secretary of State for the Colonlee was just IlLe appeal- 
ing b the Shah of Persia, that he was the flrst person to rb, 
f h d  out on his going up that he is not the Premier of Bar- 
bados to go and offer advice on bebalf of this country. He 
who excuses himself accuses himself. Some people believe 
that i t  is simply because he must have a weekly sea bath a 

that he comes to Barbados so often, but they have found out 
that i t  is with a view of his spreading his idea a s  to how the 
Govermnent of this country should be nm and what should 
be done and what should not be done. He who excuses 
himself accuses himself. 
3.05 p.m. 
Matters d moment were agitating the mind of the present 
Prime Minister - matters which were the concern of the 
Unit Governments. Anyhow, Sir, we learned from the Hon. 
Premier that the sole purpose of his proposed visit to the 
United Kingdom is to discuss the matter of further 
Constitutional reform, particularly in the light of a better 
Constitution, with a view to extendingthe Barbados Consti- 
tution even further. No doubt his pronouncements during the 
course of this debate - we presume that he will be taking 
part in this debate - might serve to shed some light on the 
stand which he will be taking and the advancement which 
his Party will be recommending, whether the Crown Law 
Officers are  to be made members of the Government even 
if not of the Cabinet, to cease to be Civil Servants, to come 
in and to go out with the Government which is in power 
and things of that kind, and what conventions under this 
Constitution the Government supports and what,Constitution 
they will reject or refuse toadhere to. Then there are mat- 
ters suchas those t~whichl  referred just now,the placing of 

* 

people who have been rejected bythe Electorateinto higher 
offices within a few weeks of their convincing rejection by 
the Electorate. In the past we know that such a thing has 
happened in this island, but not within the same few weeks, 
in the same Parliament. 

You will recall, Sir, how, whenperhaps the ablest and 
most astute Counsel whom the British West lndies has yet 
produced, the late Mr. H. W. Reece, KC, was defeated a t  
the polls, his services were made available to the country 
in the Other Place. He deserved that honour just a s  Mr. 4 
Asquith or any other distinguished Prime Minister deserved 
it; and when he was defeated by the Electorate, after having 
rendered so much service to the country, he was elevated 
to the Upper Chamber. Mr. Henry Alleyne who had also 
been rejected by the Electorate, was, in the following 
Session, not in the same Session, if my memory serves me 
right, elevated to the Upper Chamber. There are  conven- 
dons of the Constitution,andit would be good if the Govern- 
ment and Opposition Parties knew where each side stood 
in connection with matters of this kind. Whether we 

I approved or disapproved of his Statement, we were relieved 
to hear it from the Premier andit cleared up considerable 
doubt in the matter; we were relieved of the state of 
uncertainty for such time as  the matter had remained the 
subject of confused controversy. As a result of that state- 
ment having been made, I gave notice of a Resolution and 1 
now formally beg to move the passing of the Resolution of 
which l gave notice in this Chamber on the 2lst April of 
this year. The Resolution reads a s  follows:- t 

"WHEREAS a statement has been made in the House 
by the Honourable Premier on 14th April, 1959 relative to 
the extension of the Isknd's Constitution and his forth- 
coming visit to Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State 
for the Colonies; 

AND WHEREAS the said Statement has beenreceived 
with complete amazement in the community as  noprevious 
announcement of such proposals has been publicly made; 

AND WHEREAS the question of an extension of the 
Island's Constitution is a matter of funkmental and para- 
mount importance to every section of the community 
irrespective of Party; 

BE IT RESOLVED that, before consultations a re  
commenced orally with Her Majesty's Secretary of State 
for the Colonies in respect of amendment to the local 
Constitution, an "all parties" Committee besetupto make 4 
recommendations for extension of the Barbodos Constitu- % 
don." 



That is the Resolution, the passing of which I do now 
formally beg to move. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, in rising to second thc - motion which has just been made by my colleague, I should 
like to emphasize a t  the beginning that the motion in its 
terms is specifically a request that decisions which a re  
arrived a t  a s  to what the further extension of this island's 
Constitution should be - these decisipns should be "all 
party'' decisions. Some hon. members on the other side may 
quite ignore the terms and the text of the Resolution and 
they may go off a t  a tangent into matters which a re  wholly 
irrelevant and unconnected with the issue which is before the 
House. This motion does not, a t  this stage or  a t  any stage, 
say that i t  wants the Opposition to be a party to agreements 
between this Government and the Secretary of Smte for the 
f;olonies - in the final phase, although that would be 

;C sirable. The motion is not sayingthat: it says that before 
1.2 Premier leaves, no matter how accompitnied he may be, 

L.< proposals which he will be taking to the United Kingdom 
and upon which he will be seeking agreement with the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies must be proposals and 
decisions which have been reached in consultation and in 
agreement with the Leaders of all Parties in this House. 
Those a re  the terms of the Resolution which is before us 
and i t  has been very ably moved by the hon. member who 
has just sat down. 
3.15 p.m. 
There a re  other aspects of i t  which even if they had not 
been mentioned here in the debate would notruin the force 
of the argumeq but which nonetheless belong to a discussion 
of this nature. 

The first point we should like to get clear is that the 
Constitution of this island, or  for that matter of any terri- 
tory, is not to be conceived a s  being the property or the 
chief concern of the Government of the day. It is true, 
of course, that i t  is their immediate concern since 
they have to work it, but they cannot claim to be concerned 
with i t  to the exclusion of all other political sections of 
the territory, because a t  any rate under the British system 
of Parliamentary Government, i t  is an accepted belief that 
a Government of the day works the Constitution always in 

P 
the knowledge, though not perhaps in the hope, that the 
Government can be changed a t  any appropriate time. Con- 
sequently under the British system the feeling and the 
convention has grown up that even where a Government 
retains ultimate responsibility in constitutional matters, 
yet in arriving a t  general conclusions on constitutional 
matters, a wide section of political opinion is invariably 
canvassed, and in the more highly developed British 
territories, in the United Kingdom itself and the senior and 
larger Dominions, i t  is invariably an inflexible rule that 
matters of a constitutional nature a re  inevitably and in- 
exorably two-party measures. That is the ground onwhich 
we stand. 

It is not, Mr. Speaker, thattheOpposition Party feels 
that i t  knows more about these things thananybody else, or 
that i t  has some new solution to offer on constitutional 
problems a s  they arise. Far be i t  from us to suggest any 
such thing; but what 1 am suggesting is that we take our 

_. stand on British practice. So long a s  you have a system 
wherein the Government is responsible to a Legislature and 
that Legislature in turn is freely elected bythe people, we 
a re  convinced that in any such system the Opposition has 
a s  much right to have its say on the future form of the 
Constitution a s  the Government, and for this reason: the 
Opposition in a British Parliament can become and does 
look forward to becoming the Government of the day a t  
some future time, and if a Government now in power in a 
British territory acts in accordance with traditions and 
British doctrines, any such Government realises that i t  
might not be the Government a t  a future date, and in order 
that the Queen's Government should be carried on a s  
smoothly a s  possible, particularly in cases where there is 
a change of Government, the Govermnent of the day in a 
British country sees to i t  that all constitutional matters a re  
two-Party matters, so that chmnges of Government, when- 
ever they come in the course of time, do not affect the 

, realides of the Constitution. 

A The Government which negotiates constitutional ad- 
vancement today, say in Ghana, may not be in power in 

five years' h e .  Even in Cyprus which is now feverishly 
preparing a Constitution for Republican status under Arch- 
Msho's Makarios and the Turkish Cypriot Leader, they a re  
doing i t  with a view or rather with the understanding that 
the former Government andindeed the personnel of Govern- 
ment might be altered inanother general electlonin Cyprus 
after a period of time. They a re  concerned that the funda- 
mentals laid down should be acceptable both to Creek 
Cypriots and to Turkish Cypriots so that if a t  some future 
time the Turks should have a majority ina  Government, i t  
will make no difference to the Constitution a s  such, except 
that further changes, if necessary, will be initiated on the 
same two-Party system; and that is how i t  works. The 
claim, therefore, of an Opposition Party anywhere, not 
only here, to be consulted and to speak i ts  mind freely, 
whether or not i t  agrees withGovernment, is a claim which 
is an honest one and which is in full accordance with 
democratic traditions. 

'To come a little nearer Rome, Mr. Speaker, this is 
what we find: changes in the Barbados Constitution, although 
we do not know a t  the moment their precise form, a re  
inevitable, if only for the fact that Barbados is itself part 
of a Federation, which Federation is working towards 
complete self-Government in the shortest possible time. 

/ Secondly, Mr. Speaker, Barbados is one of the three 
large units of that Federadon :?,hich a re  in the process of 

/ expanding and extending their own constitutional forms; and I thirdly, even in the rest  of t!le Federation, comprised a s  i t  
is of the small units, there has been successful adtation for 
constitutional advancement with the consequence that in the 
Leewards and Windwards, agreement has been reached 
between their Governments and the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies a s  to the desirability of further constitutional 
advancement for them. So, Mr. Speaker, in the case in 
which yithin the Federation itself three of i ts  large units 
and all of i ts  small ones are, in varying degrees, seeking 
to expand their constitutional forms and practices, i t  is 
hardly to be wondered that in this the most ancient British 
Colony there is again need for constitutional advancement. 

But what form, Mr. Speaker, is that advancement trr 
take? I t  is true that no detailed proposals a r e  before this 
House and might not be before this House until i t  is asked 
to approve them, whatever they are; but this is just the 
~uii it  a i  the motion, that before the Houseas a Legislature 
h asked to approve whatever has been decided, a t  any rate 
the House by making use of the Party system in an unoffi- 
cial way should be able to add its contribution to the pro- 
posals which i t  is intended to put before the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies. Thus, our contention is important 
for a lot of reasons but chiefly for this: if, Mr. Speaker, 
you review the stages through which tile Barbados Consticu , 
don has passed in the last few years o r  so, you will see 
that for very obvious reasons all our constitutionaladvance- 
ment has been sporadic, piecemeal and has borne all the 
hallmarks of lack of concentrated thinking; and that was 
largely because the person most responsible for initiating 
const i tu t io~l  changes, had Umself always a one-sidedand 
very irregular and undemocratic view of what constitutional 
changes should be and who should take part in bringing 
them about. 
3.25 p.m. 

Consequently, every extension of the Barbados con- 
stitution within the last ten years or more coincided 
roughly with some whim or  faficy inthemind of Str Grant- 
Iey Adams or with some pardcular thing he wanted o r  
some advantage which he thought he could claim a t  a 
given time: and although the extension and expansion of the 
Constitution vitally concern the people of this island, a t  no 
stage were the people brought into consultation with tne 
Government a s  to what would be the best form of Govern-. 
ment under which they would like to live. In the case where 
the people's representatives were brought into consultation 

I i t  was largely in a perfunctory and f o G a l  manner, so that 
even if individual members of the House hadwithheld their 
approval of the constitutional changes it would not have 
mattered. Especially since the Ministerial form of Govern- 
ment has been established, and since then Cabinet system 
of Government all of us have witnessedsomeamazing and 
puzzling departures from what we accept to bethe form of 
Parliamentary dudes under Cobinet system. I refer to the 



fact that a t  least one me of MS Hwse belleves -3rt th.j 
island narrowly averted a = ~ ~ ~ ~ l  cdds a few 
weelce ago :ond. in adr;iticm to ehrt, -ie La &at there fs 
some di3pde among certain people irl this Lurid aa to 
what crlsis, if an:, existed znc' tow it s3ouJd Lave 5ezn 
solved. All of W impues t?mt even in 1959 we have no 
a~lthoritj, written 7r ~Lhenvise, -.vhich can h ~c;asLm' 
without fear or  favorlr ta =U us -*sat is rL$t in cm- 
sth..tioila~ matters. I t  is all a ma'lcr of pes3work and of 
the people's 'vtlrn~ sntI tandcs ts that even if t!!ere .rere 
not a specific reason for the cc~*tutiollal advance a t  th5s 
time, there would have been reason enough for gur 3wn 
position in this island to be cleared up. 

This is a matter of cou-se on which the G overnmeM 
and t5e Oppos.'.tion can take differing views, that is, a s  far 
a s  the events of the last two months or so  a r e  concerned. 
But even though this may be so, Kthe matter is cleared up 
to eve~,ybody's satisfaction, rher. everybcdy in the f u m e  
would know what a re  the mwezs and fundons of the 
Government. We should knew what a re  the limits of re- 
sponsibilities which the Ministers may rigktly exercise 
and if i t  is put down !.n black and white. well, so much the 
better and we would all knov where we are. 

It is interesting to know that in the crisis which has 
so  far passed, the chief p'otagorist of Barbados was him- 
self bitterly complaining in p~:blic that either he or other 
parties to the constitutional issues had misunderstood each 
other and diat certain interpretations which he had con- 
ceived of the powers and functions cf the Government a p  
p e r e d  to be different from what he conceived. He implied 
t h ~ t  the Colonial Office had nct kept fiith wi* him or had 
certain ulterior reservations wMch they did not disclose. 
The very fact that the marl himself who was chiefly re- 
sponsible for initiatkg some meas!lre of extensions to the 
Constitution should be complaining years after that he had 
mis~.nderstood somebcdy - or somebody mrs~aderstood 
him - shows plainly tliit there is CO? the fullest and frankest 
exp!anatioii and kno-.vledge on corsC;~~t!.onal ;natters in Bar- 
bados. For instance, in 1953, 19% and 1956, if or! his 
visits to the Secretary of State for the Colon!.es under any 
pretext whatsoever, particularly c;n the constitutions: 
issues, he had been accompanied by e represenetive of an 
opposing politicit: party, &nd if, faidng l3.a; i t  {lad been set 
down in Slack and white justw:,twas going to be askeC for 
and what the new powers f the WhAsters would be - i f  ell 
that was msde more explicit Cion w h t  we have in the 
dock:ments before us, then nobody would complain that he 
was niisunderstood or that a diffzre~t interpretation was 
pleced on The powers a d  fur.cdons 03 the Go~rernor. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I contend that if you want to 
avoid any dstnterpretation, not perhaps on the same s o 3  
of issue bui on a different one which we camot foresee at 
the present moment, then you should let everybody k ~ o w  
what is being requested aad that revolves logkally 20 the 
participation of all sides of t3e House !n the f ~ r m d a ~ g  
of the proposals. paidC"patic?n Is necessary bcause 
the ways of democracy a re  such that those who run the 
Government now mrjy not run i t  tomorro'w; arid since i t  is 
the essence of the democratic system that changes or the 
Government whenever they come in the normal way should 
be effective and smoothly passed over with the least &S- 
location a s  possible, the coment of the Op~osition 0% 

Government proposals o r  vice vzrsa is the necassaty h:- 
gredient in making these proposals v:ork. To show hew 
importarit this ciinstderation is, ol;e has anly gnt To re- 
flect or, a matter which came before this House and which 
had to be taken h c k  because there was a different. inter- 
pretation on both sides of theHo!~seas to a specific clause. 
I refer to Cie%ill to amend the Executllve Act. It Is on the 
Order Paper now, t.ut i t  was brcught In during the last 
session; and in tbe course of a debate on it, so far a s  I 
remember. in accepting the Opposition's case for POSE- 
ponement the Government did say that the particukr c?ause 
i f  the J3ill needed hrtherx clarification E& it was not that 
the Opposition wanted to score any deba:inz pdnt oo the 
Government. It was far h:. that. 
3.35 p.m. 
I t  was h t  both sicies of the House real'sed ?a the nick ~i 
time that we could not proceed to Fass 1egk:ndon without 
glvlng .-er cons!deradan to the m&?r h i o r e  us. That 
ie RII example of what I would call a ''aL-'' 07 

"twc-P-" puuCQatim in a COMiiPldrnr~l debate. I t  is 
ro t  so  much &at the Government had to postpm the 
Y~~  PSI L', had kou* dawn, butmaoin c o ~ t l o n  
wim the W> sidi?s agrced that a a s e  hrl been 
made out for p.stpamement ~:%dl.ng further clarl€imtlor), 
The yoht  Is tLk thcre o m  24member~ oC this House: d 
slI  of the Ho!n% wkether they a re  EMsters, 
Government sq?por"Drs or  Opposition members or even 
Your H m ~ u r ,  are tD s.~rn,o degree called ?iqmnto iute~pret, 
by virtue of our msitlon, the C o ~ E t u d o n  of this island, be- 
cause we a re  part d the law-making section of the m- 
stitut!.on. I sho:lld like to ask &.is question: How many 
m o m b e ~  of this House have ever had in their hands at 

I any time the cocstltutionsl instruments which display, as 
i t  were, the Constitution of Barbados? There a re  few of 
us who possess or have .teen even able to read the Letters 
Patent or the Royallnstructions, andit is d y  when we have 
a matter which deals with the Executive Coinmittee that 
members who intend to speak in the debate send for the 
appropriate volume of the law and look upthat wMch deals 
with the Executive Committee. 

In relation to the k t t e r s  Patent, the Royal Instruc- 
Yons and the Executive Committae Act, there a re  a dozen 
or  so separate bits of legislatiori a s  to the Ccnstitudon 
under which the powers of the Executive Committee a re  set  
out and which UlustrPie clearly how these conventions and 
powers a re  to be administered. Now this is a serious mat- 
ter; i t  is a fact that twe~y-four members who themselves 
form part of the law-making sectlon d t h e  Consdtudon, do 
not therns.=lves possess copies of the constitutional in- 
struments. TMs might seem to bi: a minor point, but we 
may well ask ourselves thisquestian:How canwe intsrpret 
and administer aur Com?itution, the provisions of which we 
a re  not familiar with, hcause the .instruments containing 
those provisions a re  not in our hands wheneverwe want to 
look a t  them? In passing I might say that i t  might be well 
if provision is made for the printing and circulation of the 
Letters Paten? anC the Royal Instructions so that kma 
members can each possess a copy of the consd.tutiolla1 
instruments of Barbados. 

?4r. Speaker, in these d o c u r r . ~ ,  those which have 
been passed by the Legislature and those which have come 
over from the United Kingdom, we see the full system d 
Government in Barbados; and tke MinisterLalandtheCabi- 
net System have taken ~e place of Ln olde- system of re- 
presentative Gove~iment. :Jr,l?ke some otker countries of 
the Biidsh Comm~ilwenlth which a re  having Constltuilons 
mad? for them starting from~scratc,h, we a re  in thiq posi- 
tion fortunate a t  some tixiles and do-te a t  other 
times, that all our c o n s t i t u d ~ l  advancements a re  over- 
k i d  on the h s i c  structure of representative Government; 
and 'as i-lousct of Assembly which has paid a heavy price 
for 1t3 co~~stitutional advancement, filust amend i ts cco- 
ventlms. But what we 3nd is that the powers which former- 
iy adhered to *as House, have ?xen taken away and msted 
ii~ the Governor-in-Executive Committee - and that is, of 
course, in ady intxpretadon, in the Cabinet itself - or in 
various Statutory Boards. I am one of tbose who still be- 
lieve Cat  the Ho?se should be very jealous of surrendering 
its powers to the Executive Committee, but i t  is the ?Ace 
which has been paid for consdt;ltional advancemeat andwe 
may yet see the befiefit of it. 

What is more important than anything else is this: 
i t  wlll rrstke no sense in the Premier gokg to England if 
he does not intend to brhg back the approvai of the 
Secretary of .%ate for tbe Colonies for complete in- 
ternal self-government. if that is what he is gohg 
for, ss we hope, a c e m i n  important consideration arises 
a s  EC what he w'J brhg back; it will mean a s  in Jamaica 
end Tr!nidad, among o h e r  things, a cert;rin aspect of 
Police adminisixation in the C a b e t  system.?he separate 
ad:ioista-aUon of the Police wb.!ch we have now, does m t  
belorlg to, and carnot find any phce in, a full self- 
gov:rnmant system. If you a re  ?sldng for complete internal 
self-government with all that i t  involves, includingcontrd 
of t?%c Police, then you must be in a position to make out a 
VET good case to the Secremy of State for the Colonies 
that t5e Governeat  in  paver, m any Coverment for that 
matter, M U  aot abuse the new nuthority which is being 
sought. bad whct ! fear in this pPtlculas sftuatioa is this; 
&.e Secmlary ol Stste ior the Colonies who, &fr all, is not 



asleep mrl who must h w  bzen following quite thoroughly, 
recent history h B.rLmdoa, ulthol.@ we ITAY not think sq 
may well be wondering whether he she-Ad consider giving - ua dmt added measure of sex-gwemment which has beeu 
gven CD J&Q and to Trkdchd in vlew of what he may 
well have to M of certain s~.!spicious acts nnd Mm@- 
meam of the MntsW~73 in this km. 

Thnt is a v t q ,  very important Ab'. I t  4s m e  that 
you may have a division of opfn!.on on any or  all  the 
macers which agitate public opinion a t  any time. There 
could always be a division of opinion on thme issues,hut 
I feel that there a r e  certain things which the Opposidon 
members could do because they a re  in Opposition, which 
if done by MMsters of the Crown, would take on a different 
complexion. It would be difficult for me to understand that 
if the prty in power has a disagreement with the Officer 
administering tL!e Colony, if they judge that disagreement 
to be so serious that they feel impelled to criticise or  at- 
tack him in pubpc - it is difficult for me to see why that 
disagreement should not allow them to take whatwould be, 
after all, the proper consdtutiopal cours~ ,  that is, to resign. 

e For Ministers to attack the Head of the Administration in 
public is a bad thing because it shows quite plainly in thc 
first place that the particular constiiutional system wuch 
they a r e  called upon to work, theyarenot workhg smooth- 
ly, and in the secondplace, i t  shows that there a re  f ~ l s t r a -  
dons and differences withiu zhe system and the personnel 
themselves. 
3.45 pm.  
Any Ministry which finds that it cannot agree with the 
Head of State sh.ould offer its resignation and test these 
differences of opinion out in the cruel a i r  of a general 
e l e c t l o ~ ~  That is the sensible constltudonel course for 
Ministers who disagree with the Governor or  with the 
Quem or with anybody to take, but you do not leave much 
room f o r  a good tnterpretation of one's motives if the 
h r y  of State knows that Ministers who have a clear 
choice before them ignore that -clear choice, whatcver its 
consequences may be, and resort m public platforms to 
criddslag the Head of the Administration. 

Now I know that on the other side there is bound to be 
s some BJlinister - and we can a).! guess who he will be - who 

will rriisinterpret and misund.e~stan4 ccimp'letely the point 
I am making hex*, and we a re  preparecl, with what ac- 
curacy I cannot judge until I hear, to hear him recount the 
num3er of times the Opposition spokesmen h t h  irwldeand 
octside of the Houss have attacked the Governor. I am 
prepared to admit without taking the geatleman's name too 
hr into the debate Chat I have been among his severest 
critics when *ey have been among his stoutest defenders. 
But, after a14 when an issue is made whether here or out- 
stcie on certain actions of the Head of the Administration 
with which we m y  disagree, we feel free tc! do that be- 
cause we a re  in Oppos!don; but M a s t e r s  Government 
who disagree with Mm and disagree so strougly that they 
feel tempted to criticise him publicly shoulci carry that 
cr t t tdsm to its proper length and refuse to CO-operute 
with him in the a r h r i t r a d o n  of Government. That is the 
constptutioml course to adopt; other thRn ^bt tins! you 
&ive the inpression that there is a breakdown at ike centre 

-- of things, the Secretary of Stare for the Colonies would be 
bound to ask when you arrive for constitutionill advance- 
me* "tell me, Dr. Cummfas, what guarantee ha.w I got 
that if the Queen or the Brltlsh Goverment is advised to 
grant further self-govemen; on a similar discigrement 
between the G o m s r  and the Government the Governor 
will not be a t tack~d publicly or w i l l  aot be s.&jfsct b the 
emba~mssment of having his name dre.gged in on political 
platforms by Ministers with whom he is suppcised to CO- 

operate on an ex:ecudve lewl?" 

If a question like that were put to me Premier by the 
Secretary of it is a question which he can expect to 
be ask& because not a single public statement d any 
importaxe m. the sc~cal led quarrel between tbe Governor 
and ?he Mintstem has been faithfully reported and saii on 
b th* mope&- qunrtem in London. Not that the Lmsters 
miloukl nnd it mat to eernd by their own c o n c l ~ o n  - 

'p- we hope the! are slrar;g enough, even id W- enough, to 
hy whatever they hwve said - butit b en issue which 

P d e r  up to Londanto mgotkte self-government 
W& have to face, the qudoai  behg in any skmll.~ ais- 

agreement W e e n  a Gowmor o r  a Mirristry on my mat- 
ter whatevx, what guarantee has the British Govermnem 
that the Governor willnot be attacked publicly by the MS- 
tern with whom he must CO-oper~teinsomeform or ober. 
In other words, the S2~reImx-y of State for the Colonies 
wouid be wan- tc know whether he dare entrust an ex- 
tended meas--- cif self-government to a colony where it 
might b2coine the fashion for Mkitsrers w n l y  to vdce  
their disagi-eement with the Governor. 

If it L m . ~ ,  a s  ?he Ministers ckim, t h t  the G o v e m r  
is only a EBvehead, it is bad policy to abuse a figurehead 
o r  criticise him., . . . 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member, of course, is talk- 
ing more of the recent history a s  heput it than actually on 
the subject oi this Resolutton a t  this stage, and that has 
~otldng to do with the subject matter of the Resolution. 

Mr. TUDOR: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 1 know that l was 
transgressing, but 1 was only waiting until youstopped me. 
As I was saying, Sir, it is only in rare  cases in the 
Colonial Empire that a Head of Government can make out 
ar. uanswerable case on the first occasion for complete 
self-government. You can do i t  in Cyprus because there 
has been a history of upheaval there. It has been done in 
Malaya because there were certain conditions there which 
had to be satisfied first  and which were sadsfied before 
complete self-government and Dominion status was grant- 
ed. But fhat is not the case in Barbados o r  any part of the 
West Indies. Our advancement, when it comes, comes 
slowly and piece-meal, and consequently the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies has reason or  ratherwould be more 
inclined to ask searching questions of a Barbados delega- 
don than perhaps of a Ghanian delegation, because he 
would know, long before the Ghanian delegation arrives, 
what precisely it wanted. In our more leisurely and slower 
fashion, since we take our advancement piece-meal, he is 
not likely to be rushed by any request which he cannot &ore- * 
stall or  cannot have the time to think over. 

As I said, any request for an extasion of the h rbados  
Consdtudon made by the Premier mus: be previously justi- 
fied a s  to the proper use of ,be extended powers which a re  
going to be granted. Although 1 am Wtterly opposed to the 
present Govement ,  I have never carded my disagree- 
ment or  o ~ o s i d o n  to them to the lengths which can how- 
ever hluence me in thiddag that consfitudonal advance- 
ment should be delayed because a Government 1 dislike is 
in. power. I have never looked upon these matters that way 
a t  all. The nore  they can get, the more quickly they should 
strive to get it; but I do say, Mr. Speaker, that they them- 
selves on own strength cannot carry this pariicukr 
burden and should not in rhe interest c;f the country as a 
whole carry It themselves. More ie. involvcd than ~e 
safetypr the security of thepartlcdar Govermnent in pow- 
er .  We want a situation in thisislaudthat whex they a r  any 
succeed4ng Government have to administer and inteqrct  an 
adw.nced constitution, every*, themselves Inchded, 
knows exactly what its terms aud what its lidcs are. 

Nclv I donot know of acy other way to reach that hppy  
state than the way d allowing the representatives of the 
people, d i ? i ~ W  a s  &ey a re  ina Party system, to have thsir 
full say. Some pop le  on the other side, Mr. Speaker, may 
take o narrow view of consdtudoiil matters. They way 
say that ariy advancement which comes, so  long a s  i t  re- 
ceives .the aidorsement 0: ~ u b i i c  optuion, can be brought 
about by the Party in power exclcsLvely; but no great h a m  
is done when t h e  kppens, E only because you have got 
the baekhg of public opinion. 
3.55 p.m. 
But there a r e  certain rislra which the Government ought not 
to be prepared to take. I t  ought not h prepared to take the 
risk of &ore b e ?  iz! the future, onwhot pretext you do 30t 

kn~w,  a differiug and cont.c~.cUctor); interlpretntton of the 
powers a d  reqwnsiwIlties and h c t i o n s  of &ny wrt or 
perscin mder the ConstlMion. If you want to avoid that, 
let the iarppi mrmker of persons partake in the form~!lating 
of the ~r0posp18. 

if theHon> Premier ignores our request, if TMs m ~ t i o n  
aS d*w4 apturally, it wi!l not delay the constitudonzl 
crists, whstever it is, from being sent up or  Mng appr ov=d. 



W I: a n  h p o ~  tht; but it would be a -W-* ~ O U W  
on dlb put of the Government if they carry out the short- 
sighted attttude of Sir  Grantley Adams in wanting Govern- 
ment to matmain and keep all the prestige and the a p  
pkuse which naturally follows a change in the Constiamon. 
It L no internal self-govenrment for the "C!umminsJ 
Govenrmea; - I apologise for using the word "Cummins" - it is self-government for Barbados and its 
people; and the fact dmt it is internal self-government for 
the whole iskd well logically, if everybody has to have a 
direct interest in maldng it work, then everybody should 
have a more direct interest inthe makingof the proposals. 

Mr. Speaker, in commendfng this Resolution to the 
House, we do so fn no partisan spirit and we do i t  even 
without prejudice to whatever the Hon. Premier may or 
may not do so  far  a s  choosing a delegation to London: but 
we say this on behalf of our Party. I carmot speak on be- 
half of the whole Opposition but certainly I can speak for 
our Party. If the House passes this Resolution, we natural- 
ly, would hold ourselves In readiness to consult with the 
Government on any of the proposals whichitis thought de- 
sirable to present to the Secretary of State for the Colonies: 
and in any of the negotladons with them we shall do it in 
no spirit of pPrtisansNp but with a genuine desire to co- 
operate. And if, a s  a result of that, the Hon. Premier de- 
cides to make his visit to Greot Britain on this consdtu- 
donal matter on an all- Party level, our Party for its part 
is quite willing to allow the Leader of the Opposition to 
nominate either himself or any other suitable member of 
our Party to accompany the Premier to London if we a re  
asked to do so. That is how far we a re  prepared to co- 
operate and I say that we a r e  doing i t  without any spirit of 
partisanship. As i t  is now, the matter no longer rests with 
us but with the Premier and his Ministers. I t  is for them 
to choose whether they a re  prepared to go the whole hog 
for good or bad, or to allow the Opposition Parties to be 
associated so that if there is blame all would be blamed, 
and if there is  success the people of this island would bene- 
fit. 

Hon. M. E, COX: Mr. Speaker, last week when I re- 
plied to the Address moved by the hon. jymior member for 
St. Joseph, I said then that tile Opposition and especially the 
hon. member who just sat down were still possessed with 
the Crown Colony mentality which no doubt is fomd in too 
many of us a t  times, and more particularly those who 
claim to be occupying responsible positions. Now, the hon. 
member cdtidsed me because 1 was one of the Ministers 
who crltldsed the behaviour of the Governor and indeed, I 
would like to tell this House that I thank God I was born 
with an independent spirit,and nobody connectedwith me a s  
f a r  a s  1 know has that plantation mentality and, therefore, 
we cannot at  a11 appreciate h. I claimthe right to speak a s  
I feel I should speak a t  any time on any issue whatsoever 
without fear  or favour, of course, always bearing in mind 
that I should not do any harmtoanybody. The hon. member 
in the course of his speech said that the Secremry of 
State for the Colonies would be well advised or words to 
that effect to go slawly. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of order. 
The hm. member has misinterpreted me. He never heard 
me say that the Secretary of State for the Colonies would 
be well advised to go slowly. What I did say was that the 
Secretpry of Sate for the Colonies may well have re- 
senradons and may question the Premier on certain mat- 
ters  of recent h a m n g .  That is my opinfon of what he 
should do. 

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 wonder where the hon. member 
gets the idea of the Premier questionbgthe ColonlalOffice. 

Mr. TUDOR: I never said that he should. 1 said he 
may well. 

Hon. M. E aOX: Allalongthehon. member's speech, 
the hoa. member criddsed those h a .  members who were 
bold enough to get up and say h no uncert.fn terms that 
the Consdnrclcu~ bad bees violated. I say before I go further 
that 1 strongly deprecate the rennrks made by the hon. 
junior member for St. Lucy when he said how greatly 
we were &led Into our constitudoll~l position by the 
Hon. Premier, the then Sir Grantley Adams. I want to say 

that I was one of thoae who was responsible for the pre- 
sent Cbadmhn we have today .nd I was one of those who 
discussed the Camdtudon we have from the beg&ning of 
Minieterlal set-up. 
4.05 p.m. .r*a 
The Hon. Premier, Sir Grantley Adams, and the hon. senior 
member for St. Peter were others who discussed this 

/ Consdtudon from beginning to endandwe were quite satis- 
fied that, a t  the time, our rights and privileges were well 
safeguarded wlthin the meaning of the terms of the Can- 
vendon as  was submitted to the House of Assembly. We a re  
still satisfled about that. With that in mind ..,.... 

l A t  this stage, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and 1 Yr. DEPUTY SPEAKER tool the Chair. 

Hon. M. E. COX: As I was saying, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
we a re  still satisfied about the Constitution, and with that 
in mind I go further and say that the Constiaaional con- 
ventions were violated but not by us. His Excellency the 
Governor, in his Message to the Legislature at  the in- C 

auguradon of Ministerial Government said that i t  was 
incumbent upon him, as  well a s  it was incumbent upon the 
Ministers, to carry out the conventions as  laid down in +, 
Great Betain as far a s  they were applicable to Barbados. 
For years we have been operating under those conventions; 
we were not beating about the bush, like the hon. member 
who has just sat down - the hon. member who, no doubt, is 
always beating about the bush and does not know where he 
is going. 1 am prepared to support SLr Grantley Adams 
when he said that the Head of the Administration of this 
country was utterly and absolutely wrong in acting as  he 
did in the matter of the appointment of Aldermen. If l am 
convinced about that, who should resign and go to another 
place? I belong to this country; I aman elected representa- 
tive of the people of this country and those of St. Michael 
in particular. The only time when weare to resign is when 
we lose the confidence of the electors of this country, nat 
when a Governor refuses to accept our advice. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 started off my remarks by re- 
ferring to what His Excellency the Governor said, that is, 
that it was incumbent upon him, just a s  i t  was incumbent 
upon the Ministers, to carry out the conventions in so far 
a s  they ace applicable to Barbados. I have here a book 
which has been written by Mr. ".C Strong, M.A., Ph.D. - 
not a bog~is MA., like the one who has just sat down. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I object to that and I ask 
that those remarks be withdrawn 

Hon. M. E. COX: All right Sir, I will withdraw them. 

Mr. TUDOR: But he cannot sit there and say that he 
withdraws; he has to get on hia feet and withdraw those 
remarks; otherwise the whole House will stop just qow. 

Hon. M. E. COX: That is what he is accustomed to 
doing. 1 withdraw the remarks, Mr. Deputy Speaker. This 
is what Mr. CF. Strong M.A., Ph.4, has written: "The 
King must assent to any Bill passed by both Houses of 
Parliament. 

It i s  fruitless b speculate on what would happen if 
the King refused his assent, because he never does. Pre- 
sumably if any Monarch did refuse to signa Bill, a statute 
would be passed, to say that he must. While the convention 
is never violated, it is a s  good as  law in the Statute Book. 

Ministers must resign when they have ceased to com- 
mand the confidence of the House of Commons." 

Under no other consideration is it incumbent upon a 
Minister or Ministers to resign; not when theydtff'er from 
the Head of the Administration. It  is the Head of the ~ d -  
ministnrtla who should go in that case. When Mng 
Edward W differed from Mr. Baldwin on the question a s  
to whom the King should marry, what happened? Mr. 
Baldwin stayed and the King went. That is all I have to say 
on that particular paint. When the hon. member starta to 
talk a lot of nonsense, the positlon is exactly what I hove 
said. If you dare stick out for your undoubted dppt, you * 
get people like the hon. member who say:"These people % 
a r e  Colonial Office people; whatever the Colonial m c e  



~ y s ,  they are bound by it. They are ruled by the C o W l  
Office." There are those who refer to SrGrantley Mama 
as a stooge of the Colankl Office; but now that we a re  
standing up and demaIlding our right just a s  the people - in G h  have done, the h a .  member says thpt the Colonial 
Office may well have their resenndans a s  to advancing 
the Conadtutlon because Mfidsters cr lddoe the Head of 
the A-don. As far a s  1 am cqncemed, whether I 
am Minister in this House or 1 am outside of this House, 
I will affer crltidsm whenever the o c a d o n  warrants it. 
I reall some years ago what happened in the House of 
Assembly when we had tht shoddy ud crude mentality 
which sttll exists and which will exist a s  long a s  the hon. 
member lives. He was one of the people who went along 
with the hon. junior member for M s t  Church, around 
by Government House asking the Governor to dismiss me 
for doing what? The Government had dedded to take over 
the roads of St. Joseph and we had to put them under the 
Deportment of Highways and Transport. 

Mr. DEPUI'Y SPEAKER: The hon. member is going 
too far. This is what the Resolution smtes: 

Hon. M. E. COX: I have read it and I understand it. 

Mr. D E P W  SPEAKER: Well, if you undersand it 
then you must keep to it. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I was illustrating a u s e  in which 1 
was carrying out not only the conventio& but the letter of 
the decision of the Executive Committee that it is incum- 
bent upon the W s t e r s ,  a s  was laiddownin the Governor's 
Message to the House on 1st February, 1954, that the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee will lay downthe policy 
and the Ministers a r e  responsible for carrying out that 
policy. I am saw tbat I was carrying out the policy of 
the Government: the House of Assembly had decided by an 
Act to take over these roads and the hon. senior member 
for St. Lucy, along with others, went toGowmment House 
in order to get rid of me for carrying out the conwntion. 

Mr. DEPUIY SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister is again 
straying and I want him to come heck to the Resolution 
which is before us. 

t 

Mr. TUDOR: On a point of order. The hon. member 
hos told a gross untruth. I never wentto Govermnent House 
with anybody in that cormdon;  they had advised the 
Governor not to receive any Delegation of the Oppodtlon. 
I t  was the Conservative Opposition then. 

Hon. M. E. COX: The hon. member went to Govern- 
ment House and the Governor refused to talk with him. 

Mr. TUDOR: On a pofnt of order. The hon. member 
is not telling the truth. 

Mr. DEPUI'Y SPEAKER: I w i l l  rule this d e h t e  out 
of order if the Hon. Minister continues inthat way because 
it has nothing to do with the Resoludon. The Hon. Mfnister 
said that he can read and therefore he must keep to the 
Resolution; otherwise he is doing what he is doing pur- 
posely. 

' 4.15 p.m. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I am saying that our action in so far 
a s  explaining to the public the constitudollpl position a s  i t  
stood is fustlfieble in every respect. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Again that is not in the 
Resolution. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I am replying to the speech made 
by the hon. member. 

Mr. DEPUN SPEAKER: I am nothingto do with what 
the h a .  member said, because 1 was not in the Qlair when 
he was spealrbg. I am something to Q with what is in 
front of me. 

Hon. M. B. COX left tbe Cbambe~. 
-W 

A Mr. D E P m  SPEAKER: The @on is tbat the 
Resolution Q now pass...... 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Before you put the question, Your 
Honour b apparently assuming that the last speaker has 
finished. I have seen low depths in this Assembly before, 
but I cannot conceive that Your Honour's ruling would be 
eeated in thnt fashion by a Minister on the Government 
Bench. 

In order to keep this matter before the House, Sir, 
not the least objectionable feature of this matter is the 
manner in which this House and the country first became 
acquainted with the fact that the Premier was going to 
England to discuss the colony's ConsUmon with the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. We got this Morma- 
don. Mr. Deputy Speaker, in the most indirect and back- 
handed manner, andthe ~pposition says without the slightest 
fear of contradiction that the manner inwhich the Premier 
and the Government treated the counm on this issue is 
firstly a direct insult to the country, and secondly, i t  
demonstrates without the slightest shadow of doubt that 
they are  not flt to be entrusted with any more power. The 
Government made no statement to the country that con- 
stitutional talks were to go on between themselves and the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. What happened was this: 
there was said to be this constitutional impasse  between 
the Government and the Governor; the Federal Prime 
Minister came to Barbados and a t  a public meeting in the 
city of Bridgetown ...... 

Mr. DEPUTY WEAKER: The hon. member is again 
straying from the Resolution. That has nothing to do with 
the Resolution that is in front of us. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Let me put it this way, Mr. Deputy- 
Speaker. In his statement to the Assembly the Premier 
said that a constitutional crisis since the House last met 
is now a matter of history and that he had been invited to 
come to England on a further extension of the constitution. 
He recalled that he had intimated to the Governor weeks 
before the impasse  that in view of the fact that certain ex- 
tensions had taken phce to the constitution of Jamaica, 
Barbados felt that the constitudon should be similarly ex- 
tended. The invitation to come to London came on March 
26th and since there was some doubt in certain circles 
that the one hinged on the other, he felt he should make i t  
clear that there was absolutely no connection, and there- 
fore there was no foundation for believing they were con- 
hected. 

Well, now, it was public property, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
that the Federal Prime Minister had previously stated 
after having gone to the Colonial Office on this question of 
the Aldermen...... 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You have made the point 
very clear in your reading that this particular Resolution 
has nothing at  all to do with the statement made by the 
Premier about the appointment of Aldermen to whom you 
a r e  now referring; so I cannot allow any debate on that in 
this Resolution, because the Mission going to England has 
nothing to do with the appointment of Aldennen. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. The positlon is this, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker: I am contending that the country and the Opposi- 
tion have been both insulted by the Government on this mat- 
ter, because the flrst intimation we had about these pro- 
posed constitutional talks was when the country was told 
by the Federal Prime MMster - - you see I must explain 
what 1 mean; I cannot say we have been insulted without 
explaining in what manner we have been insulted. The 
Prime Mintster said that he was going to the Secretary 
of State about this Aldennen matter. He tookoff to London 
and goes to see the Secretary of Stateand is obviously re- 
buffed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies who told 
him to mind his own business because this does not con- 
cern him and that he had invited the Premier to come and 
discuss the Barbados constitudon with him. Now the Pre- 
mier of Bartados comes here and says that this impasse  
over the Aldermen is now history and he wanted it to be 
perfectly clear to the public that this has nothing to do with 

l the appointment of Aldermen and that hewas going to Lon- 
don because he had been invited to have constitutional talks 
with the Secretary of State. In other words, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, if the Federal Prime Minister had not shot off 
his mouth and gone to Englandandhadbeen rebuffed by the 



Secretary af Shte over this Aldermen impasse, the coun- 
try wouId never h v e  known up to now that there were 
constitutional mIks going on between the Govenomem and 
the Secretary of State. 

Mr. nRAUGHN: On a point of order, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, I think we should take objection to the remarks 
that have just been made by the hon. senior member for 
St. Philip, because I take it he is imputing that the Hon. 
Premier never had any intention of let thg the country 
know that we wanted to have any constitutional expansion. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. That is sheer idiocy. He cannot say 
what is in my mind. How can I get up here and say that he 
never intended to tell us? Suppose he intended to tell us 
in 18901 What 1 am saying is that from the tlme...... 

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I objected to 
the innuendo that the hon. member made against the Hon. 
Premier and I also object to his rather unbecoming re- 
marks about idiocy, and I believe I want those two objec- 
tions tabled. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your first objection? 

Mr. STRAUGHN: He has insinuated that the Hon. 
Premier never intended to tell this House...... 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I said nothing of the kind, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, 1 could not say that. l have no divine power, 
so  how can I say that? 

Mr. STRAUGHN: On a point of order, Mr. DeputJI 
Speaker, can I remind the hon. member of what he has 
said for his own benefit? He said that if Sir  Grantley Adams 
had not gone to the Colonial Offlce and had obviously been 
rebuffed, then the Hon. Premier of this island would never 
have brought this statement to the House. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: That is not what 1 said. I said we 
would not have known that talks were actually going on be- 
tween the Government and the Secretary of S t a t ~  for the 
Colonies and that is correct. 

Mr. STRAUGHN: I want to ask him if those a r e  not 
words to the same effect. How would he not have known? 

Mr. CRAWFORD: We only knew, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
in the most back-handed manner, because of al l  this talk 
about the impasse over the Governor and the appointment 
of Aldermen. Then he comes in a back-hand manner and 
says that his going to London has nothing to do with the 
Aldermen but he was going to talk about constitutional ad- 
vancement for Barbados. 

Now for the benefit of the Hon. Premier and the mem- 
ber for St. Joseph, let me say this: both the Opposition and 
the country a re  entitled to early notice on a matter of this 
sort. At no previous time in the colony's history, so far 
a s  I know, and certainly not inourtime have constitutional 
talks with the Secretary of State for the Colonies been in- 
troduced o r  carried out without the previous knowledge of 
the Opposition. 
4.25 p.m. 

As a matter of fact, i n  any part ,of the Empire when 
these talks a re  going on between the Governor, the 
Government and the Colonial Offlce, the Opposition is 
first  consulted and the Opposition and the Government 
come to some agreement on the proposals to be put for- 
ward to the Colonial Office. Before the current Constitution 
was promulgated, the leaders of all Parties in this House 
were invited to Government House and ina  discussion with 
the Governor, they were told what the proposals were and 
were asked for their reactions on them. The position in 
which we a r e  now is this. On Mnrch the 26th, according 
to the Hon. Premier, he got an invitation to go to London 
to discuss this question of constitutional reform because 
he compIained that even Jamaica had gone ahead of us. 

Mr. DEPVTY SPEAKER: Whom a r e  you speaking of7 

Mr. CRAWFORD: The same person who got the 
invitation. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Who got the invimtloa? 

Mr. CRAWFORD: The Premier. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When you a r e  referring to 
the Premier, say the HON. PREMIER, do not go on to my  
"he, he," a l l  the tlme. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: "Hen' is a persollPl pronoun. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It  is not soin  here when you 
a r e  referring to an  h o a  member. (A P a s e . )  

I t  now being 4.30 p.m., this House now reverts to 
Govenomem Business. 

Hon. M. E, COX: When Government Business was 
under consideradon, the Hon. Minfster of CommLmicatim, 
Works and Housing was making h i s  second reading speech 
on the Town and Country Development Planning BFU. 
Unfortunately, he is not feelingwell and be had to leave the 
Chamber. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: He intimated thathewouldpostpone 
+ the Bill for further consideration. 

Hon M. E. COX: Mr. Deputy Speaker, he had not 
finished his second reading speech on the Bill. He intimated 
to His Honour the Speaker that he would not be h c k  this 
afternoon and he would like his right maintained to continue 
his speech on it. You may make a pronouncement on 
this matter. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Do you meanto say that you 
a r e  not making a motion for the postponement of the further 
consideration on this Bill in the absence of the Hon. 
Minister? 

Hon. M. E. COX: No, Sir. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, ........ 
Hon. M. E. COX: I am on my feet. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. senior member for + 
St. Lucy must take his seat. 1 am not allowing any kind of 
debate on this matter. The Hon. Leader of the House and 
the Clerk were speaking and l am just awaiting the Hon. 
Minister to resume. 

Mr. TUDOR: In the meantime, I rose on a point of 
order. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister had not 
finished speaking. 

Mr. TUDOR: Do you mean to say that I have no reason 
to speak on a point of order? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. member musttake 
his seat and let us get onwith the business of the afternoon. 

Mr. TUDOR: I have risen on a point of order. 
t 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. member has risen 
on a point of order. 

Mr. TUDOkMr. Deputy Speaker, inasmuchas theHon. 
Minister of Communications, Works andHousin& before he 
left this Chamber intimated that he would like to give more 
time to the Opposition to consider the Bill with which we 
a r e  dealing, 1 wonder i f  YourHonour would give this House 
some intimationas to how best the Item can be kept on the 
Order Paper a s  it is not the wish of the Opposition that it 
should be taken off the Order Paper. 

Hon M. E. COX: Sir, 1 beg to move that further con- 
sideration of the debate on the Town and Country Develop- 
ment PlPnntng Bill be postponed. 

Hon. L. St. A. THORNE: I beg to second that. 

Tbe question was put and resolved in  tbe affirm- 
'5 

tive without division. 
- 



Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair and Mr. 
SPEAKER resumed tbe Chair. 

A 
HOUSE RESUMES COMMITTEE ON THE HIRE 

PURCHASE BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in 
the mme of the Han. Leader of the House: To move the 
House into Committee on a Bill to amend the law with 
respect to the Hire Purchaseand sale upon credit of goods. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Your Honour do 
now leave the Chair and the House go into Committee 
on this Bill. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the a f f i w -  
tSve without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went 
into Committee on the Bill, Mr. SEARLES in the Chair. 

II, 

Clauses l ,  2 and 3 were called and passed 

Clause 4 was called 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, in this Clause I am 
asking leave to make an amendment, that is to remove the 
comma after the word "price" occurring in line four of 
Sub-clause (1) (a). 

There being no objection. leave was granted the 
Hon. Minister. 

Hon. M. E. COX: With that amendment, Mr. Chairman, 
1 beg to move that Clause 4 stand part. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Chairman, - before you put the 
question, I am wondering whether the hon. introducer of the 
Bill would care to explain more fully exactly what Clause 4 
seeks to do. It is stated here in this Section a s  follows:- 

+ "Before any hire purchase agreement is enteredinto 
in respect of any goods, the owner shall state in writing to 
the prospective hirer otherwise than in the note or memo- 
randum of the agreement, a price a t  which the good may be 
purchased by him for cash, in this Section referred to a s  
the 'cash price'." Precisely what does that mean? 

Hon. M. E. COX: I think that that Clause explains 
itself. I think that the hon. member is aware that in respect 
of the purchase of these items, sometimes the owner of the 
items may be inclined to add an addidonal charge if  an 
item is sold on the instalment bosis. This Clause seeks to 
compel the owner to tell the hirer what the cash price of 
the item would be before any agreement is entered into. In 
other words, if the cash price of anitem is $50 and on the 
instalment basis another $5 or $10 is added, the hirer has 
the right to know, if hewere purchasing thjs item for cash, 
what i t  would cost. That is what is intended. 

- % Mr. CRAWFORD: That is perfectly simple and 
straightforward but surely the matter goes further than that. 
One may say that ifthe hire-purchase price is considerably 
In excess of thecashprice, thenthehirer can refuse to buy 
the article. The essence or the real advantage of a Clause 
like that is that you a re  goingtopenalise the seller for any 
attempt to exploit the hire-purchase agreement in the sense 
that the seller is going to make thehirer pay an excessive 
prlce for an item because he is buying it under the hire- 
purchase arrangement. The hire-purchase system has now 
gone Into the phase of Mg business. In Bridsh Guiana, in 
Jamaica and in TrMdad you have people operating whose 
ody  business is to bay hire-purchase agreements.The 
sellers say: "All right, you pay down $75 and so much 
a m a d . "  Then they turn around and sell your agreement 
to  a firm of brokers who have to be pefda premium 
naturally for  @vhg the cosh to themerchant and for guar- 
anteeing the date or  the time over which the agreement 
extends. In other words, you have two sources of profit - in thls matter now. In the old days, it was only the seller 
who would make a profit but now you have two people 
to make a profit on the some article. There is hrdly 

any great advantage in saying tbat the seller has to put 
on the agreement the cash price of the article. If you a re  
protecting the public, you have to go the whole way. 
Normally under the Emergency Regulations we would in- 
stitute a sort of price control providing that the proflt 
margin on any given commodity be limited under a ,,Control 
of Prices Order. It should not be beyond the capacity of 
the Government to include in a Bill of this sort  some reg- 
ulation protecting the public against excessive profits 
on the part of merchants merely because you a re  buying 
an item on an extended credit basis. 

Mr. Chairman, a s  you know from your own experience 
- that is not to be tpken personally, I mean from what 
you know goes on in this island - people a r e  compelled 
to buy a great portion of their every-day necessities 
on credit. This Bill before us seeks to protect people, 
who havepaid a certain amount on an ardcle under a 
hire-purchase agreement, from forfeiting the article after 
they have paid that certain amount of money on it; i t  is 
a common practice that if you pay seven-eighths of the 
purchase price and you default,thenthearEicleis forfeited. 
My contention is that there is no advantage to be gained 
from inserting a proviso compelling a merchant to set 
out the cash price of an article and then not by law pre- 
vendng him from fleecing rhe person who is taking the 
article on a credit. People must 'be protected against 
themselves. Sometimes you need a thing so badly that 
you a re  willing to pay almost twice the price for i t  be- 
cause you have not got the money; but we want to protect 
people in matters of this sort. Therefore there should 
be inserted in this Bill a penalty Clause to protect the 
public against undue exploitadonby vendors who a re  selling 
goods to people under hire-purchase agreements. In other 
words I f  the cash price a s  compared with the hire-pur- 
chase price represents more than a given percentage of 
profit, well then, there should be some penalty attached 
to the efforts of people who try to take advantage of the 
situation. You may say that the law is being amended but 
in my opinion what is set out here is not good enough. 
4.45 p.m. 

The question that Clause 4 as  amended stand part 
was put and resolved in the afiirmative without division. 

Clause 5 was called 
Hon. M. L COX: Mr. Chairman, I am asking leave 

to remove the comma after the word "price8'in section 5, 
sub-section I(a). 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
Hon.  Minister. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Clause 5 a s  am- 
ended stand part. 

I Hon. D. J3. GARNER: 1 beg to second that. 

I The question was put and resolved in tbe affirnra- 
tive without division. 

I Clause 6 was called and passed 

I Clause 7 was called 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I am asking leave 
to delete the word "any" in sub-section (c), line 6 and 
substitute therefor the word "the". 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
Hon. Minister. 

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to move that Clause 7 a s  amend- 
ed stand part. 

I Hon. D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirma- 
tive without division. 

Clauses 8 to 23 inclusive were c r l k d  and passed. 
The Scbedde was called a d  passed 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I. beg to move that 
Your Honour do now report the passing of the Bill In 
Committee with amendments. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I begi fo second that. 

I Mr. TALMA: Mr. Chbmm, before you put the ques- 
don, I am asking leave to recommit 10 cm the 



grounds that the Nre r  under the Hfre P u r c h s e  Agreement 
should receive greater protecdon, and I am going to 
suggest that an Implied warranty be added a s  to the price, 
because the price can be misrepresentd. Clause 4appears 
to be doing something but in reality does nothing; it is 
just an empty C l w e  which can always be circumvented. 
If you want to tie down the owner of the goods and protect 
the buyer, you have to glve the buyer, who is the hirer, 
a warxanty which can be inserted here in Clause 10 so  
that the prfce will not be misrepresented. Clause 4 is 
meaningless and if you want to protect the buyer you 
must insert an implied warranty a s  to the price. I am 
asking the Government to give way to reason. Do not 
think that because the Opposition is only four in number, 
you should not see a reasonable point. Government is 
doing a good thing, but imless you addan implied warranty 
to the Clause on which the whole tNng hinges, the whole 
thing is empty and worthless; so 1 am appealing to the 
appropriate hiinister to see if he really wants to protects 
the public of Barbados he should a t  least give way and 
agree that an implied warranty a s  to the price should 
be added, because unless you do that, the whole Bill is 
empty and worthless, and I am -Ire the Government has 
no such intention. 

1 beg to move that Clause 10 be recommitted for the 
reasons I have just given. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 am seconding the motion because 
that is a point 1 was trying to make when Section 4 was 
under debata As a matter of fact, sub-clause (c) of 
Sectlon 10 reads a s  follows:- 

"An implied warranty that the good shall be free from 
charge or encumbrance in favour of any third party 
a t  the time when the property is to pass." 
4.55 p.m. 

Well, a s  I explained a little earlier, we should be 
talking with our tongues in our cheeks if we did not admit 
that we know according to the manner in which hire- 
purchase is attended in this country today profits do pass 
to a third party. I would say that all the important busi- 
ness places in this country which deal with hire purchase 
pass on agreements to a third party for consideration. We 
should be blinding ourselves to all the circumstances 
under which hire-purchase operates in  this country if 
we allow Section 10 to pass without amendment. 

Secdon 10 (1) reads a s  follows:- 
10. (1) In every hire-purchase agreement there 
shall be - 

(a) an implied warranty that the hirer shall 
have and enjoy quiet possession of the goods; 

(b) an implied condition on the part of the ow- 
ner that he shall have a right to sell the 
goods a t  the time when the property is to 
pass; 

(c) an implied warranty that the goods shall be 
free from any charge or encumbrance in 
favour of any third party at the time when 
the property is to pass; 

(d) except where the goods a re  let as  second 
hand goods and the note or memorandum of 
the agreement made in pursuance of section 
four of this Act contains a statement to that 
effect, an implied condition that the goods 
shall be of merchantable quality, so, how- 
ever, that no such condition shall be h p l i e d  
9 virtue of this paragraph a s  regards defects 
of which the owner could not reasonably 
have been aware a t  the time when the a g r e e  
ment was made, or, if the hirer has examined 
the goods o r  a sample thereof, a s  regards de- 
fects which the examination ought to have 
revealed. 

If this Secdon is not to be observed in the breach, 
you will have to investigate the entire question of hire- 
purchase in Barbados. 

I know of one firm, because 1 had special business 
with them on the matter before they came here from 
Trinidad, and there may be more businesses in the West 
lndies today whose sole business is to purchase hire- 

purchase business. How can you pass thia secdun a s  i t  
i s  unless you a re  blinded to all of the facts and merely 
putting a Act on the Statute Book which does not mean 
a thing to the people of the country? 

As I have said before. under sectlon 4 there should 
be some penalty attached if  there is any malpractice o r  
exploitation on the part of the vendor of the commodities 
under an hire-purchase agreement. 

Mr. TALMA: Sir, an implied warranty under any hire- 
purchase carries with i t  the right of action by the hirer 
against his seller a s  to the price. In other words, i t  
carries with i t  the right of action for damages arising 
i f  the implied warranty is not kept. In other words, if 
the price is wrong, that in itself would entail enough for 
a penalty: but in this case, there a r e  many warranties 
and conditions implied, but none as  to the price of the 
goods. Therefore, ff you peimit Section 4 to go a s  i t  is, 
that is to say a s  a t  4 (a) if the hirer has inspected the 
goods or like goods and at the time - of his inspection 
tickets or labels were attached to or displayed with the 
goods clearly stating the cash price, either of the goods 
a s  a whole or ofallthedifferentarticles o r  sets of articles 
comprised therein, that section shall be deemed to have 
been sufficiently complied with, that does not mean any- 
thing because any price can be attached. 

The question is whether the price attached is a true 
price or an inflated price. The very idea of hire-purchase 
is that you a re  paying almost twiceas much for the article 
but you are buying i t  on easy terms and you are  buying 
i t  on an instalment basis. If you speak of giving a full 
disclosure of the initial price, in other words, what you 
would have paid for the article if you had bought it cash 
and not by way of an instalment basis by hire-purchase, 
you are seeking a merchant to make a full disclosure 
as  to the true price of the article if you were selling it 
cash. 

There is no Clause compelling him to make a full 
disclosure or to give the true price of an article or, in 
other words, to speak the truth, so to speak. There is 
no penalty attached; therefore, he is not supposed to 
carry out the terms of section 4 and whether he carried 
i t  out or not, nothing will happen to him. 

In Clause 10 you speak of an implied warranty and 
conditions; so what we are  asking the Government to do 
is to have a warranty that the initial price be included 
among the numerous warranties implied under Clause 10. 
It i s  a liability into which the hirer is entering and unless 
you give him that warranty you are  not giving him any- 
thing. The Bill would be an empty Bill without it. We a re  
asking you to insert a warranty as  to the cash price so 
that the basis of the hire-purchase agreement would be 
more clearly defined and established. 

Clause 10 reads a s  follows:- 
"In every hire-purchase agreement there shall be - 
(a) an implied warranty that the hirer shall have and 

enjoy quiet possession of the goods; 

(b) an implied condition on the part of the owner that 
he shall have a right to sell the goods a t  the time when the 
property is to pass; 

(c) an implied warranty that the goods shall be free 
from any charge or encumbrance in favour of any third 
party at the time when the property is to pass; 

(d) except where the goods are  let a s  second-hand 
goods &d the note or memorandum of the agreement made 
in pursuance of section four of this Act conrains a state- 
ment to that effect, an implied condition that the goods 
shall be of merchantable quality, so, however, that no such 
condition shall be implied by virtue of this paragraph a s  
regards defects of which the owner could not reasonably 
have been aware a t  the time when the agreement was made, 
or, if the hirer has examined the goods o r  a sample there- 
of, a s  regards defects which the examination oughtto have 
revealed." 

Having put in the various warranties and conditions a s  
set  out here, 1 am asking for the insertion of an i w l i e d  



warranty that the cash price a s  is statedin Clause 4 a t  the 
tlme when the property is to be pessed to the hirer be in- 
cluded. By so doing you will be protecting the hirer a s  to 
the price of the Prticle. Unless you do that, any price can 
be asked. 

Mr. Chairman, I am not trying to get any credit for 
myself; I am trying to assist the Government in puttlng on 
the Statute Book something dealing with hire-purchase law 
which would protect the poor classes of this island from 
now on; and unless the Government agrees tothe insertion 
of this implied warranty, the whole Bffl is empty, worth- 
less and means nothing. It would mean the putting on the 
Statute Book of legislation which would not be carried out 
and which would be only worthwhile to the owner of the 
goods. It would be only just a splash in the pan, and you 
will hear on the public platforms that we have a hire- 
purchase agreement whereby the small man will be pro- 
tected but the big man, the owner of the goods, will not be 
bound to anything. 
5.05 p.m. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: When we came to Clause 4 I pointed 
out that by merely putting thepriceatwhich the goods may 
be purchased for cash in the Memorandum of Agreement, 
does not mean anything. My own suggestion is this; the 
price a t  which the hire-purchaser should buy an article 
should not exceed the cash price plus the maximum rate of 
interest obtaining in the island. That is to say, if the cash 
price is $70 or $75 and youwanted to buy the article under 
a hire-purchase agreement you should not p y  more than 
$70 or $75 plus the maximum rate of interest which the 
merchant is called upon to pay for overdraft so  a s  to carry 
on his business. If the maximum rate is 6%, then you 
should pay $70 or $75 plus 6% Youcarmot allow the hirers 
to be exploited by these hire-purchase agreements merely 
because they have to buy articles on credit. We have a lot 
of these itinerant vendors exploiting the people in the rural 
areas because they sell on credit. You have to buy a dress 
length a t  twice the price a t  which you would buy i t  in 
Bridgetown if you had the money to pay for it. I am saying 
that you should protect the purchaser by inserting some 
penalty Clause and putting some curb on the margin of 
profit allowed on these hire-purchase agreements. My 
contention is that the merchant can borrow money under 
the maximum interest rate which is the law; but let us 
assume that he cannot do that, and therefore let us give 
him the cash price of his article plus the maximum in- 
terest rate for the hire-purchase agreement. 

Hon. M. E. COX. I should like to say that, unlike the 
two hon. members who have just spoken on this question 
and who apparently a re  not well aware of the implications 
of this particular clause, this is a matter with which I 
have been dealing for years. This Bill has been drafted 
partly on the Trinidad, the Jamaica and the U.K. model 
and in respect of this particular clause to which the hon. 
senior member for St. Philip has referred, there is ab- 
solutely nothing in what he has said a s  far a s  the question 
of the warranty is concerned. The warranty does not apply 
to the question of price but to quality. As set out in Clause 
4 of this Bill - I will read i t  again It says:- 

"Before any hire-purchase agreement is enteredinto 
in  respect of any goods, the owner shall state in writing to 
the prospective hirer, otherwise than inthe note or memo- 
randum of the agreement, a price atwhich the goods may be 
purchased by him for cash....." 

In other words, the price of the item will be set out 
in the Memorandum of Agreement; but before that is done, 
the cash price of the item will be given. Where the matter 
of the cash price is concerned, that is not in question a t  all. 
That has been done. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: It is not a question of the cash 
price a t  all. What the Hon. Mlnister is saying there any- 
body can read; we know that the cash price will be set 
out, but what we a re  saying is that there should be some 
regulation a s  to the difference between the cash price 

L 
and the hire-purchase price. That is all we a re  saying. 

n Hon. M. E. COX: I t  is not for us a t  this stage to say 
what the profit or the difference between the cash price 

and the hire-purchase price should be. What does he ex- 
pect us to do? What we a re  saying is that if cases of ex- 
ploitation a re  made out, under the Price Control Regula- 
tions the Government has power to enforce price control 
or regulate the price of any item. We cannot set out in this 
Bill that if the price of amachineis $75, for instance, that 
you should only charge 359, 4%. 1 5  o r  2% under hire- 
purchase; we cannot say that. I repeat that this Bill is 
really a means of protection for the small man, the hirer, 
who never had this protection before. As i t  was, if a hirer 
paid up his instalments to the one before the last, and he 
failed to pay that last instalment on time, then the owner 
could repossess the item without havlng to repay one red 
half cent. This Bill provides that if you pay 66 2/3% of 
the price to the owner of an article, if  that owner wants 
to get the remainder of the money, he carmot re-possess 
the article; he has to go through the channel of the Court. 

I repeat that this legislation is for the purpose of 
helping the hirer. I t  is not that we will take the credit 
and get on public platforms and say that we did this and 
we did that; we do not have to go on public platforms and 
say that we did thisandwedidthat. We say in this Bill that 
the seller has to tell the hirer that he must pay $60, or 
$70, or $80 or $100 if he has this article on credit. Before 
you sign the hire-purchase agreement you huve to get a 
document pointing out what the cash price of the item is; 
therefore i t  is left to the hirer to say whether the amount 
which has been put into the memorandum of agreement is 
extravagant or reasonable. That is the position; that was 
not the state of the law before. In the memorandum of 
agreement there has to be stated the price a t  which the 
goods may be purchased for cash. 
5.15 p.m. 

Clause 4 goes on to say - 
Provided that this subsection shall be deemed to have 

been sufficiently complied with - 

(a) if the hirer has inspected the goods or like 
goods and a t  the time of his inspectiontickets 
or labels were attached to or displayed with 
the goods clearly stating the cash price, either 
of the goods a s  a whole or ofall the different 
articles or sets of articles comprisedtherein, 
or  

(b) if the hirer has selected the goods by refer- 
ence to a catalogue, price list, or adveydse- 
ment, which clearly stated the cash price 
either of the goods as  a whole or of all the 
different articles or sets of articles compris- 
ed therein. 

A warranty in my humble opinion only applies in so 
far a s  the quality of the goods is concerned. 

Mr. TALMA: On a point of order, there could not be 
any more misleading point than that. When we read here 
that "in every hire purchase agreement there shall be an 
implied warranty that the hirer shall have and enjoy quiet 
possession of the goods," does that mean quality too? 
There a re  these words "implied warranty", "implied 
covenant" and "implied conddons". Implied warranty is 
an implied undertaking; that is all i t  is. If you want to use 
a stronger phrase wNch would bind the parties more 
closely, you can use the phrase "implied covenant" or 
failing that "implied condition." The question iswhich one 
you a re  going to decide to use. 

Hon. M. E. COX: That is not a point of order. If the 
hon. member just goes on to sub-clause (b) and ...,.. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must bear in 
mind that we cannot have any debate on this until the whole 
Bill has been passed, and therefore I am not going to allow 
any funher debate a t  this stage; and I will read the Rule. 

"At the conclusion of the proceedtng in Committee 
on a Bill recommitted under the provisions of this Order, 
the Chairman shall put the question 'that the Bill (or the 
Bill a s  amended on recommittal) be reported tothe House' 
which question shall be dedded without amendment or 
debate. 



If any member desires to delete or  amend any pro- 
visions contained in a Bill a s  reported from a Committee 
of the whole House or to introduce any new provision there- 
fn, he may a t  any time before a member rises to mow 
the third reading of the Bill move that the Bill be recom- 
mitted either wholly or  in respect only of some particular 
part or parts of the Bill or some proposed new clause 
o r  new schedule, no notice of such motion being required, 
and if the motion is agreed to the Bill shall stand so re- 
committed. The House may then upon motion made, re- 
solve itself into Committee to consider the business so 
recommitted either forthwlth or upon a later day." 

At this stage therefore, 1 am not going to albw any 
further debate. 

The question that Mr. CHAIRMAN do now report 
the passing of the Bill in Committee with amendments 
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division, 
and Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported accord- 
ingly. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order, before 
Your Honour resumed the Chair and before the Chairman 
had left, when the results of the motion were announced, 
the Opposition called for a division which was not put and 
Your Honour resumed the Chair before the Committee 
stage was completed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is no business of mine whether 
or  not a division was called for. As soon a s  I came to the 
Chair, the Chairman made a report to me. The House in 
Committee should have done its business in the right and 
proper fashion. When the Chairman gives me a report and 
1 pronounce that report to the House, what transpired in 
Committee is absolutely no concern of mine. The Chair- 
man is absolutely in charge of the Committee; and what- 
ever is done, the Speaker has to presume has been done 
in order. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, in moving that this 
Bill be now read a third time, 1 want to assure Your Hon- 
our and this House that a t  no time did the other side call 
for a division. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, that is an untruth. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We have passed that stage. 

Hon. M. E. COX. Mr. Speaker,I beg to move that this 
Bill be now read a third time. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: 1 beg to second that. 

Mr. TALMA: Before the question is put, Sir, there 
is an amendment which I made in Committee and accord- 
ing to the new Rules of the House,I have been advised that 
the House had to resume and now is the appropriate dme 
to move that Clause 10 be recommitted and the House go 
back into Committee, and if 1 may give you the reasons -- 

Mr. SPEAKER: I need not have those reasons, unless 
the hon. member wants to inform the House; but as  far 
a s  the House is concerned the hon. member is quite within 
his right to make such a motion at this stage. If he thinks 
any extra information is needed, he may also do so, but 
still not to my benefit. 

Mr. TALMA: For the benefit of the House, Sir, 
Clause 10 attempts in many respects to give certain 
guarantees and conditions and to see that they a re  com- 
plied with. There a re  "implied conditions" and "implied 
warranties" which a re  good in themselves, but which do 
not touch the main body of the hire purchase matter, name- 
ly, "hire purchase price." Unless i t  touches the question 
of price which is a material factor, all the other implied 
warranties, undertakings and conditions do not mean very 
much and do not protect the hirer, who would be the pur- 
chaser, to any great extent. It is for that reason that I 
would like to have the Clause amended, because in Clause 
4 you will see that the question of cash price is stated and 
no mention is made whatever a s  to the cash price in Clause 
10 where the numerous guarantees and conditions a re  
stated. That, Sir, is not good enough. 

The object of the Bill is to provide greater protectiaa 
to the hirer, to the poor party, who is acquiring goods under 
the hire purchase agreement, and unless you haw the price 
properly settled once and for all and the cash price .... 

--b 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am not doing this to interrupt the 
hon. member, but certainly if hon. members have been 
told what a r e  the provisions of Standing Order No. 46, a t  
paragraph 1, they will know what is the position. I am going 
to read it a t  dictation speed. 

"If any member desires to delete or amend any pro- 
vision contahed in a Bill a s  reported from a Committee 
of the whole House or  to introduce any new provision 
therein, he may a t  any time before a Member rises to 
move the third reading of the Bill move that the Bill be 
recommitted either wholly or in respect of ......." 

If hon. members would Usten to me and pey me the 
ordinary courtesy, then I can read to them. 

I Mr. CRAWFORD: We a re  listening to you, Sr. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not what an hon. member says; 4 
i t  is what he does. I will have to read it again. 
5.25 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will have to read i t  agpin: 

"If any Member desires to delete or  amend any pro- 
vision contained in a Bill a s  reported from a Committee 
of the whole House or to introduce any new provision there- 
in, he may at  any time before a Member rises to move 
the third reading of the Bill move that the Bill be recom- 
mitted either wholly or in respect only of some particu- 
lar part or parts of the Bill or some proposed new clause 
o r  new schedule, no notice of such motion being required, 
and if the motion is agreed tothe Bill shall stand re-com- 
mitted. The House may then upon motion made, resolve 
itself into Committee to consider the business so  recom- 
mitted either forthwith or upon a later day." 

The emphasis is on the words "before a Member 
rises to move the third reading -----." The third reading 
of the Bill was moved and seconded before the suggesdon 
in the House of recommittal; therefore, the hon. member 
unfortunately is out of order according to Standing Order 
No. 46, paragraph l. 

Mr. TUWR: Mr. Speaker, I r ise on a polnt of order. 
I am not questioning that the hon. member is out cb order, 
but I am sayingthat if he were, he was misled by the Clerk. 
There seem to be twenty-six hon. members inthis Chadm 
and I declinelto remain in this Chamber after whathPs 
taken place this afternoon. 

1 Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, do yon recall when 
you resumed the Choir yourself and you said ttmt you had 
no control over what trasphd in the House in 
that you said then that the correct time for doing it was 
after the motion for the third reading had bean moved7 
That is the same thing which was said by the Clerk. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Oh no. 1 bave already read the pur- + I graph. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Is  it n d  correct to say that me 
hon. member was making the modon and you presumed 

l 
that the motion was correct and when the Clerk said that 
i t  was not right, you then said what you said? 

I Mr. SPEAKER I can only go by what is before me. 

Mr. TALMA. In the flrst instance, I rose to speak 
before the Minister moved the third reading of the Bill. 
Fearing that 1 may be tricked, I got up to speak but Your 
Honour was on your feet. No sooner than you sat, the Hon. 
Minister got up. 1 took the advice of the Clerk that I could 
do i t  after the motion for the third reading had been moved. 
If we had printedcopies of the Standing Orders here, 1 would 
be able to see whether I was right or  not. 

Mr. SPEAKER Each hon. member had in MS pos- 6 
session a copy of the Rules of this House. m 

Mr. TALMA: We want i t  here. - 



Hon. .H. E. COX: I would like, if Ycsur Honour WO-tk! 
just bear with me, just to say this. The hon. senior mem- 
ber for Christ Chumb talked of being tricked by me. Where 
1 am concern&, there is no quesdon of tricks. 

i" 

Mr. Speaker, 1 am asking leave to withdraw the mo- 
don for the third r.eading SG a s  to allow ?Ae hon. member 
to  put his motion 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 

Hon. Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. senior member for Christ 
Church can now put his motion. 

Mr. TALMA. 1 decline. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 am moling that 
Section 4 be recommitted. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I r ise on a point of 
order. AS far  *as I ga therd  from the hon. member, he 
wanted to recommit Section 10. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir, it was Section 4 to which I 
took original objection. The outburst on that side of the 
Table does not bother me. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon member may stick to his 
motion. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: The Hon. Minisier knows so much 
of this Bill - 

Mr. SPEAKER That is not before us a t  the moment. 
We a r e  del ing with the recommittal of Section 4. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: When we were dealing with Section 
4, I referred to the fact that under the provisions of Sec- 
don 4, the owner of the goods must put in a memorandum 
of agreement, with the price a t  which the goods may be 
purckased by him for cash, except under certain conditions. 

Now, the mere fact that you have to put in a cash 
price in the memorandum implies that there must be some 
desire that the hirer should h o w  that price. 

Hon. U E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I r i se  on a point of 
order. That is misleading. The cash price must not be 
put in the memorandum; i t  must be put on a separate 
document. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: The hon. member was dealing with 
i t  for two years and yet he is still taking a lot of ad hoc 
decisions from the Clerk. 

Under Section 4, before any hire-purchase agree- 
ment is entered into in respect of any goods, the owmr 
shall state in writing to the prospective hirer, otherrrise 
than in the note or  memorandum of the Agreement, a price 
a t  which the g d s  may be purchased by him for c a s h  The 
moment you have to sepcify a cash price shows that some 
where along the line there is the intention tci protect the 
purchaser. 

,) . Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is n.w giving his 
reasons for asking for recommittal. Will the hon. member 
stick to that? 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Yes, I am doing that. What is the 
point of asking the vendor to state the cash price d e s s  
you wafit to protect the purchaser from paying over and 
above the price of the article? The moment you state that, 
you want to protect him from undue exploitation. 

h e  hon senior mex.lber for Christ Chilrch hns sug- 
gested, a s  nothing was doiie with this Seczion, tiut a s  Sec- 
tion 10 deals with implied warranty and conditions, you put 
in another implied warranty to prevent the purchaser from. 
undue exploitation. 

Mr. SPEAKER That Section is not before us now. 
The hon. member is glvhg his reasons for wanting S3cdon 
4 recommitted, 
5.35 p.m. 

h 

Mr. CRAWFCRR 1 want to have Clause 4 recommitted 
bscause I feel that the motive behind the requirement to 
state the cash price in thls Secdon is to protect the pur- 
chaser from undue exploitation a s  between the cash price 
and the hire purchase price. Mr. Speaker,I bell.eve that al- 
though we h v e  been told that this Bill has been drafted on 
the Trinidad and Jamaica model, neither the laws of Jamai- 
ca nor those of Trinidad a r e  like the laws o f d e  Medes and 
Persians wMch changeth not, i f  we find that we can go fur- 
ther than they have gone to protect the public of this island. 
None of the hon. members on this side of the House would 
regard either Jamaica or  Trinidad a s  a criterion for legis- 
lation in anything affecting Barbados. What the Hon. Minis- 
te r  has said I have saidbefore; hehas said that we have the 
Price Control Regulations and in the ordinary course or" 
events we caninstitute price control w d e r  the Regulations. 
But that is not good enough for Lhis Bill; sooner or later 
most of these regulations will be rescinded, and in this 
hire purchase Bill we need to have some protection against 
undue exploitation o r  against usurious principles being 
alloered to operate, merely because people cannoi: afford 
to buy goods for cash and want to credit them. The hon. 
member knows that we realise that this Bill seeks to pro- 
tect. the public in the ordinary hire-purchase transactions. 
As a matter of fact, the hon. junior member for St. John 
gave notice of n Eiill for a similar purpose about three or  
four weeks ago, and :.ihile I am on my feet ....... 

Mr. SFEAKER I think that the hon. member is now 
adducing arguments for the House going back into Com- 
mittee, and I think that any further argument would serve 
a better puryose in Committee rhar. a t  this stage. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I sincerely hope that 
Your Honour's prophesy will prove justified. 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second the motion of the hon. 
senicr member for St. Philip. 

The question that Clause 4 be re-committeed was 
put and resolved in the negative, the House dividing as  
follows:- 

AYES: Messrs. TALMA, CRAWFORDand BRANCKER 
- 3. 

NOBS: Mr. SEARLES, Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, 
Hon. M. E. COX, Hon. D. D. GARNER, Hon. L. St.& 
THOPBE, Hon. E. E. WdLLER, Messrs. T. W. .MILLER, 
Si'RAUGHN and SMITH - (9. 

kim. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move ihat this 
Bill be now read a 'Arc! time. 

Hon. A D. GARNEE I beg to second that. 

The question that this Bill be now reczd a third 
time was put and resolved Js the a,'firmative without 
division. 

On the motion of Hon. M .  E. COX seconded by 
Hon. E .  D .  GARNER,  the Fill was passed. 

RESOLUI'IBN TO APPROVE THE CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT 

(PAkMENT OF FASSAGES) (AMENDMENT) ORDER 

i h;r. SPEAKER The next Order of the Day stands in 
1 the name of the Mon. Premiec- To  move the p7.ssing of 

the following Re,sa!rttiozx- R.esoiutlon CO approve "The 
Civil Establishment (Payment of Passages) (Amendment) 
Order. 1959." 

Hon. Dr. H. G,, H. UMh4 lNS:  Wlt!~ regtrd to this 
Order, Mr. S w k e r ,  the question has now to be put. 

T k  ququesiion :hat this Resolution do now pass 
was put and resolved in the affirmai'ive without divisicnr. 



PEASANTS* LOAN BANK (AMPYDMENT) B I U  

Mr. SPEAKER. The next OrderaftheDsy a b o  stands 
h the name of the Hon. Premiec- To move the second 
reading of a Eill to amend the peasants' Loan Bank Act  
1936. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. UJMMINS: Mr. Speaker, this BlU 
seeks to make provision for the payment of pensions and 
gratuities to the aPff of the Peasants' Loan Bank. As the 
position is now, the Staff of this Bank is not eligible for 
pension and this Rill provides for the payment into the 
Public Treasury in each year out of the funds of the Bank, 
of a sum equal to one quarter of the total sum pald in each 
year. In that way it  is proposedto make provision for pen- 
sioning the staff. A provision of this sort is also befng 
made for employees of certain other Statutory Bodies who 
a r e  not a t  present eligible for pension, the Government 
having recently come to the conclusion that pensions should 
be provided for empioyees of these Bodies. 

This Bill also seeks to enable the Bank to employ 
a watchman and that he be paid according to the regu;ar 
rates provided by the Government and approved of by the 
Legislature. 
5.45 p.m. 

You will see that the Bill nlso seeks to provide, by 
repealing and re-enacting Schedule D, for increase in the 
staff of -the Bank. This amendment provides for the em- 
ployment of an Accountant, a Secretary and an additional 
Long Grade Clerk. The salaries to be paid to these officers 
a re  also set out in the Schedule. 

I beg to move that this 8111 be now read a second 
time. 

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I am very glad to see that 
the Government has begun to consider the staff a t  the 
Peasants Loan Bank. It is true that, being a Bank nm 
by a Board, the Officers are  not considered fii the same 
way a s  Civil Establishment Officers; but surely the time 
has come when all the servants of one master should en- 
joy the same facilities, for although the Bank is run by 
a Board, the servents are  still worldng for Government, 
yet up to the present the officers a t  this Bank a re  not 
qualified for a loan to build or repair their homes. I feel 
that the same way the Civil Establishment Officers a re  in 
the happy position to o!)tain a loan of that sort, the dme 
has come when officers a t  the Bank should be treated the 
same way, because this Bank is doing a very good job; 
applicdtions are increasing and loans a re  increasing, and 
the same \\ ork is being done by these officers. These 
officers hdvc to do with money - not that they can take it 
and put it in their pockets - and they have to see to it 
that the applications a re  in order and that the loan is 
working in such a way that i t i s  possible for the applicants 
to repay the loan in the next year and things of that sort, 
and having a dissatisfied staff doing that, a s  you know, 
anything is I f a ~ l e  to happen. 

I feel that the officers shouldhave the same facilities 
' a s  other Civil Servants - leave passagesandthe quallfica- 
don for a l w .  

Now, Sir, some years ago I asked a question in this 
House in connection with Government's amending the Act 
where it states that an owner has to pay or  rather his 
property has to be worth 60% and then the Bank would 
loan him. 4096 to pay i t  off. I asked the Government to 
amend the Act so that the owner may pay 40% and the 
Bank loan him 60% instead of what i t  is now. That has 
not been done and I am asldng the Minister in charge 
to see that such a thing is done so a s  to help the owners 
of these lands to get away from the high cost of interest 
today when they have to borrow money elsewhere. 

There is another matter on which one may feel I am 
blowing my own trumpeC, but 1 do not feel i t  is fair to the 
Directors of the Bank to be giving of their services all 
the time for nothing, when the Sugar Indusiry Agricultural 
Bank members a re  being paid. I think the time has come 

when members of the Bank should be paid, and 1 am ask- 
ing the Minister 41 charge to see to it that the members 
a r e  paid III the same way a s  the Sugar Industry Agricul- 
tural Bank members. -a 

There was a conference some dme ago on Financing 
of Agriculture sponsored by the Agricultural Caribbean 
Commission, I think in Trinidad, and 1 would like to know 
the reasons why a delegate or representative from Bar- 
bados did not attend this conference. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I would Uke the hon. member 
to repeat the question. 

Mr. SMITH: I asked why a representative from Bar- 
bados was not sent to the Conference on Financing of 
Agriculture sponsored by the Agricultural Caribbean Com- 
mission which was held in Trinidad. 

The question that the Bill be now read a second 
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

On the motion o f  Hon. Dr. H. G.  H. CUMMINS $ 

seconded by Hon. M .  E. COX, Mr. SPEAKER lef t  the 
Chair and the House went into Committee, Mr. SEARLES 
being in the Chair. 

I Clauses 1 to 5 inclusive were called and passed. 

On the motion o f  Hon. Dr. H. G. H.  CUMMINS 
seconded by Hon. M .  E. COX, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported 
the passing of the Bill in Committee, and Mr. SPEAKER 
resumed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

On the separate motions of Hon. Dr. H,  G. H. 
CUMMINS seconded in each case by Hon. M .  E. COX, the 
Bill was read a third time and passed. 

E BARBADOS FANCY MOLASSES PROWCI'ION AND 
EXPORT BILL 1959 -+ 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in 
the name of the Hon. Minister for Trade, Industry and 
Labour: Second reading of a Bill to amend the Barbados 
Fancy Molasses Production and Export Act, 1953. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, this Bill is a very 
simple one. As hon. members will see, i t  seeks'to amend 
the Barbados Fancy Molasses Froduction and Export Act, 
1953, so a s  to remove that Clause which provides for a 
certain levy for groups of people worldng in the molasses 
industry. 

I do not want to say too much on i t  a t  this stage, but 
1 should only like to mention that the final payments were 
made last year to those persons who were displaced and 
they were made in accordance with thosepersonsaffected. 
The Barbados Workers' Union which represents the dis- .$ 
placed people were in attendance at these discussions. 
We had long discussions and negotiations with them and 
they agreed to make these final payments. The displaced 
persons themselves also agreed and, a s  I have said, we 
made the final payments last year. Therefore, this section 
is accordingly omitted. 

I I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second t h e .  

I Hon. L. St.A. THORNB: 1 beg to second that. 

The  question was put and resolved in the affirma- 
tive without division. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move that 
Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go into 
Committee on this Bill. 

Hon L. St. A. THORNE: I beg to second that. 

I Hon. M. E. ODX: Mr. Speaker, I nodce that there is 4 
no quorum and I am asking that the Bell be rung. 

The Bell was rung, and a quorum obtained 



Tbe question that Mr. SPEAKER leave the Chair. 
a d  tbe House go into Committee on the Bill was put and 
resolved in the affirmative without division. 

e 
Mr. SPEAKER lefi the Chair and the House went 

into Comrnittee on the Bill, Mr. SEARLES in the Chair. 

Clauses l and 2 were called separately and passed. 

On motion o f  Hon. hi. E. COX, seconded by Hon. 
L. St.A. THORNE, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the passing 
o f  one Bill in Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

On separate motions of Hon. M .  E. COX, seconded 
j Hon. L. St.A. THORN,!?, the Bill was read a third time 
,d passed 

Hon. M. E. COX: That concludes Government Business. 

RESOLUTlON TO APPROVE CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT "' 
(GENERAL) (mENDMENT) (NO. 5) ORDER, 1959. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I am 
sorry. That does not conclude Government Business for 
the Day. That is an oversight. The next Order with which 
I would like to deal is that which l referred to this 
morning as  an amendment to the Civil Establishment 
(General) (Amendment) (No. 5) Order 1959, which was 
passed this morning. 

The object of this Order is to back date the salaries 
of the Deputy Commissioner, the Superintendent, and the 
Director of Music to the 1st April, 1956. 

I beg to move @at this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 

Mr. BRQICKER: Mr. Speaker, we a r e  notwithh&hg 
our support from this Resolution but I would like if the 

9. Hon. Premier would explain how this thing managed to 
take place. We a r e  now requested in 1959 to provide for 
the back-dating to the 1st April, 1956, of the salary scales 
attached to the following posts in the Police Department 
of the Deputy Commissioner, the S~~~perintendents and the 
Director of Music. It seems to me a s  if these gentlemen 
were suffering all  this time from * b t  which was due to 
them or to which they were entitledfor the last three years 
or, on *e other hand, they a r e  now getting a windfall. 
1 am wondering if any great pressure of work or a matter 
of personalities was involved in this delay. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 

was put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROV,E THE Cl'rlL ESTAELIS-fMENT 
>- (GENERAL) (AMENDMENT) (NO.lO) ORDER 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the h y  also stands 
in the name of the Hon. Premier:- To  move the passing of 
the following Resolution:- Resolution to approve theorder 
entitled "The Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment) 
(No. 10) Order, 1959." 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, this Order 
is simikr to the oae which we have just dealt with. In the 
case of the Police lnspctors  there was a mistake made 
a s  far  a s  the mudmum salary was concerned. The new 
scale is from G. 7 - G. 6 and the maximum is $3,360.1 
beg to move that: this Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. m k e r ,  l shall resound the 
warning which I gave earlier today. The purpose of this 
Resolution is to upgrade the m l u i e s  of the Police Inspec- 
tors since you a r e  abolishing or  have abolished the post 
of Chief Inspector. You a r e  dealing with the salaries of 

p' nine persons out of a proposed number of 608. and you 
know, Sir, what is the effect of that proposal in normal 

circumstances. We a r e  not opposing the increase to the 
7sspectors but we a r e  assuring the Government that what 
must follow, ii they want the other members of the Police 
Force below the rank of Inspectors to their in- 
terest in their public duties, is that they come down to 
this House a s  soon a s  possible with some reasonable and 
rational increase in the salaries of the five bmdred and 
ninety-nine persons who a r e  below the rank of Inspectors. 
That will have to be done; otherwise you may get satisfied 
and perhaps efficient Inspectors, but whom will they have 
to inspect? Other dissatisfied, disgruntled and fed-uppeo- 
ple, because whereas the people who a r e  higher up have 
got their salaries upgraded, they a r e  remaining under 
static conditions. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, in answer 
to the Hon. Leader of the Opposition I will repeat what 1 
said earlier today; this is a recommendation of Mr. God- 
sal1 and not a revisioa of salary. That is all  I will say; 
this revision is now being applied to these other people, 
the members of the lower ranks having already got what 
Mr. Godsall recommended for them. They have already 
got that. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass 

was put and resolved in the affirmative without divisiorr 

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour toinform the House 
that I have received from the Honourable the Legislative 
Council the following Message:- 

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
TO 

THE HONOURABLE THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

The Legislative Council have the honour to return 
to the Honourable the House of Assembly a Bill indtuled 
an Act to amend the Customs Tariff Act, 1921 (to be cited 
a s  the Customs Tariff (Amendment) (No. 2) Act, which 
has been passed with amendments which a r e  shownwritten 
on the Bill. 

T k t  has been signed by His Honour the President. 

C0LNClL'S AMENDMENTS TO THE CUSTOMS 
TARIFF BILL 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact 
that the amendments which have been made to this Bill 
a r e  just minor amendments affecting punctuation and two 
other minor amendments, 1 am asking leave that these 
amendments Se dealt with forthwith. 

Ther.2 being no objection, leave was granted the 

Hon. Leader o f  the House. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, in moving that these 
amendments be now read a first time, I will say that the 
HOE. Leader of *e Opposition has already seen them and 
I therefore beg to move that these amendments be now 
read a first time. 

Hon. 2 D, GARNER: I beg to second that. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, while i t  is perfectly 
true that I h v e  recd these amendments, I thought that 
there was time ei~ough to have rhem circulated from ear- 
lier today. I thought that our staff would have beeri en- 
joined to prepare copies and circulate them to hon. mem- 
bers. I personally, have seen these amendments and they 
a r e  qutte acceptable. 

The question that these amendments be now read a 
first time was put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division. 

Hon. 8.4. E. COX: l beg to move that these amendments 
be now read a s e c o ~ d  time. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that. 
The question that these amendments be now read a 

secolrd time wcrs put and resolved in the affirmative without 
didsion.  



On the motion of Hon. M. E. COY, seconded b y  
Hon. D. D. GARNER, the amendments were agreed to. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 

The Order Paper under Government Business 
having been fixed, 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that 
this House do now adjourn ........ 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, before the Hon. 
Leader of the House moves the adjournment, 1 am asking 
that Order No. 4 under the Headl 'PrivateMembers'  Busi- 
ness" be made Order  No. 2. As hon. members a r e  aware, 
this Order  is in connection with the Sandy Lane matter. 
F rom what I can understand, i t  would be wise fo r  us to 
discuss this matter a s  soon a s  possible in  view of certain 
action which is about to be taken in the parish in which 1 

happen to live and which is the sameparish in  which Sandy 
Lane is situated. 1 a m  submitting that the quicker this dis- 
cussion takes place and the a i r  is cleared of it, the bettt:r 
i t  will be. -% 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that 
this House do now adjourn until Tuesday next, the 19th 
instant, a t  12 o'clock noon. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that. 

The question that this House do no% adjourn until 
Tuesday next, the 19th instarzt, at 12 o'clock noon, was put 

and resolved in the affirmative without division, and Mr. 
SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly. 




