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Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly 
met a t  12 o'clock noon today. 

PRESENT 

His Harour Mr. K .  N. R. HUSBANDS, (Speaker); Mr. 
J, E. T. BRANCKER, (L eader of the Opposition); Hon. 
Dr. B. G. H .  CUMMINS, C.RE., M.D., C.M., (Pranier); 
Hon. M. E. COX, (Ministerof Trade, Industry ond Labour); 
K s  H o n o u r  Mr. L.  E. SMITH, J .P. ,  (Depuv  Spedcer); Hon. 
R. G. MAPP, (Minister of Communications, Works and 
Housing); Mr. F .  C. GODDARD; Hm. F. E. MILLER, (Hin- 
i s t e r  of Socid Services); Hon. D. D. GARNER, (Minister 
o f  Agricdtuw,  L a d s  and Fisheries); Mr. C. B. SEARLES; 
Hon. L St.A. THORNE, (Minister of Education); and Mr. 

E.  W .  BARROW, B S c .  . 
P rayers were read 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to inform the House 
that the Minutes of the meetings held on the 16th and 18th 
August, 1960, respectively, have been printedandcirculated 
amongst hon. members and that unless any objection be 
taken, these Minutes will now be taken a s  read and con- 
firmed. 

( A  Pause). 

There being no objection, these Minutes a re  now taken 
a s  read and confirmed. 

DOCUMENT 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the House 
that I have received the Financial Report of the Accountant 
General of the I slandforthe month ended 31 st March, 1960. 

Committee to supplement the Eatirnates 1960-61. Par t  I - 
Current a s  shown in the Supplementary Estimate 1960-61. 
No. 14 which forms the schedule to the Resolution. 

Hon. M. E. OOX: Resolution to sanction the Regulations 
entitled the "Exportation (Drawback of Duties on Locally 
Manufactured Woodwork) Regulations, 1960." 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: A Bill to make provislon 
tor the levying of a tax on certain motor vehicles. 

Hon. M. E. COX: A Bill to amend the Public Utilities 
Act. 1951. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice of 
my intention to move the House into Committee of Supply 
a t  i t s  next meeting to consider the Money Resolution, of 
which notice has just been given. 

Mr. CORBIN entered the House and bok his seat. 

BILLS READ A FlRST TIME 

On motion of Hon, Dr. H .  G. H .  CUMMINS, seconded 
by Hon. M. E. COY h e  Bill to make pmu'sion for the 
levying of a tax on certain motor vehicles, was read a first 
tim G 

On motion of Hon, M ,  E,  COX, seconded by Hon. D ,  

D, GARNER, the Bil l  to m e n d  the Public Utili t ies Act, 
1951, was read a first time, 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BILL, 1960 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day stands in 
the name of the Hon. Pmnier: Second reacting of a Bill 
to amend the Local Government Act, 1958. 
12.25 p.m. 

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, t h i s i s  a 
Bill to amend the Local Government Act, 1958. As is set 
out in the "Objects and Reasons", and a s  the law stands 
at present, while provision is made for the Government 

wAL M* 'OWDING Mr. to make grants and subsidies to the Local Government 
l e  House and tnok h e i r  seats. Councils, the Act does not make the position sufficiently 

PAPERS LAID 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CiJUMWS Mr. Speaker,l am com- 
manded to lay the following:- 

"The Barbados Statistical Service - Selected Monthly 
Indicators-June 1960. " 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Government Notices were given as  Jbllous:- 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. C U M m S :  Resolution to place the 
S& of $6,457 a t  the disposal of theGovernor-in-Executive 

flexible so that the Government may beable to give to cer- 
tain services the assistance which i t  is intended to give. 
This Bill seeks to amend that provision. Government will 
be able to give assistance to certain classes of heredita- 
ments and, in cases  of trade tax, to certain categories of 
these taxpayers. We had the experience last year, which 
is quite fresh in the memories of hon. members, where 
the Government gave subsidies to the Northern and South- 
ern Councils; and because we had to carry out the law a s  it 
stands now, that subsidy to each Council applied to all cate- 
gories of payers of trade tax and owners of hereditaments 
in the areas. We had the spectacle of subsidising people 
who were in a position to take care  of themselves and to 
pay their own tpxes. 



The object of this Bill is therefore to correct  that 
sitclation, so that i f  and when the Government decides to 
give a subsidy or a grant t o a  Council, the Government will 
be in a position to say the c lasses  and the categories of 
people whom it intends to  help. There isnothing which will 
affect the rate; the rate  a s  levied will remain a s  i t  is; but 
the Government will be i n  a position to relieve categories 
of taxpayers, 20%, 4% 50% o r  8059 a s  the case  may be. 

Mr. Speaker. I do not think there is anything more 
which l can add to what I have already said; the experience 
of last  year  is still f resh i n  the minds of a l l  of us, an 
experience which resulted in  a decision which we did not 
intend. We could not do anything in the matter  then, be- 
cause, a s  the law stands a t  present, we did not have the 
r k h t  to vary the decision. 1 beg to move that this Bill be 
ho# read a second time. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: 1 beg to second that. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, the Government is cer- 
tainly more muddled with this Local Government Act now 
than i t  has  ever  been; they seem to know very little of what 
they a r e  doing. We a r e  now reaching the stage where the 
Government is attempting toadminister LocalGovernment 
in Governor-in-Executive Committee, and i t  seems to me 
a s  i f  the Government is unaware a s  to how local ra tes  a r e  
determined. In the Government today there a r e  members  
who were Vestrymen: certainly, they couldenlighten others 
a s  to what they a r e  leading the Government into doing. If 
the Government rea l i ses  that because of the change from 
the Vestry system to the new Local Government system, 
the ra tes  a r e  bearing heavily oncertainclassesof  the peo- 
ple, let them amend the Act a t  i t s  source and have the ex- 
emptions made for  a l l  of a certain class. 

When the Local Government Bill wasbeingintroduced, 
i t  was this aide of theHousewhichadvised that the e x e m p  
tions on certain hereditaments should be raised to a higher 
level so a s  to exclude that very small category of persons 
who a r e  unable to meet their taxes and avoid the Vestr ies  
o r  Local Government f rom issuing tax bills i n  the f i rs t  
instance; also, to avoid a s  much a s  possible having to ren- 
der  tax relief a s  is done today. F o r  them to come and 
grant a subsidy for  the specific purpose of giving relief to 
a certain category of persons, how is that to be done? 

When the Minister introduced this Bill he should have 
told us  then what was  intended to be done. Suppose i t  is 
done this way and a subsidy is given to a Council for the 
purpose of relieving a t rader  whose return o r  assessment 
by the Income Tax Commissioner is not greater than $100; 
but you say that i t  does not interfere with the rate; the 
rate  may be 14 cents o r  whatever the Council has  fixed; 
how a r e  you going to relieve him? 
12.35 p.m. 
You a r e  then going to say tothe Council that you will remit 
a percentage of his  rate; whatyouare doing is giving them 
money for  the purpose of making a tax relief. There is no 
reason why Government a t  this  stage cannot grant a subsidy 
for a specific purpose, say, to buy trucks or  to ass i s t  the 
Councillors in  their tax relief; but do not tell  them whom 
they must relieve. It  is their duty whena case goes before 
a Poor Law Inspector o r  the Assessor to investigate the 
case. A shopkeeper whose return is $100 might be entirely 
different from another shopkeeper whose return is also 
$100. o n e  may have ten children and the other may have 
none a t  all; his wife may be workingin one case. All these 
things have to be gone into by the Councillors. 

Mr. Speaker, i t  looks to me  a s  i f  we a r e  going in for  
c l a s s  legislation, a thing which we have always avoided. 
When Government says that their  position will direct the 
category of taxpayer to be relieved by 40%, 5059 o r  60% 
how do they know that in that category there a r e  not tax- 
payers  able to pay their taxes, and othersin a higher cate- 
gory who a r e  unable to pay their taxes? I t  should be done 
a t  i t s  source. Tax relief can only be done af ter  proper in- 
vestigation of every individual case. 1 wonder who advised 
them on this? They just do not know the repercussions 
from this  Bill; what they a r e  hopingforwill not be encom- 
passed i n  this. 

T h i s  Bill w a s  introduced in such a manner, and with "", 
such a lack of information; a l l  I a m  saying is from my 
experience a s  a Councillor. They have told u s  nothing. 
They have dropped this Blll here and told u s  i t  is to re-  
lieve a class, but we al l  knew that last year  when the 
Northern and Southern Councils were subsidised by Gov- 
ernment, one c lass  of taxpayer who could well afford h i s  
taxes was also re l i eved  Of course, you have to do that if 
you a r e  going to lower the rate. If af ter  that you then find 
that a section could be more  relieved, a l l  you had to do this  
year  was to say you will increase both Councils* allot- 
ments  of money which the Councils have placed for  the 
purpose of tax relief. 

I n  laying the ra te  every year  andmakingup yourEsti- 
mates, a sum of money should beputin the ~ s t l m a t e s ;  say 
$10,000, $20,000 o r  $30,000 f o r  the purpose of tax relief 
o r  remission of taxes either in  whole o r  i n  part. If the 
Southern Council put in  f o r  $10,000, and if the Govern- 
ment knows that there is a category of taxpayer in the 
southern a rea  whom they wish to relieve to  the tune of 
$50,000, i t  should increase that sum from $10,000 to 
$60,000 - the Government paying the other $50,000 - and 
ask the Council by means of tax relief to relieve that cate- 
gory. The  Council is i n  a better position to investigate 
?very case and say that thispersonbecause of h i s  circum- 
stances a t  the moment is unable to  pay o r  is deserving of 
relief. 

Mr. Speaker, this  year  fo r  the f i r s t  t ime the Bridge- 
town City Council has  varied the rate  of tax on trade and 
on property. I t  is within our right under the Local Govern- 
ment Bill to & that. We did not & i t  las t  year. The  ra tes  
were lowered from 17.8% to 1% on property and 17% on 
trade. That was done because, af ter  the f i r s t  year  of Local 
Government, we realised where the burden was greatest. 
Propert ies  had been revalued, and a sudden increase on 
valuation had taken place; people were faced now with tax 
bills that were doubled, and, in some cases, trebled over 
the previous year. We do not have t o  go into that a l l  over 
again to lay the blame one side o r  the other. We know 
how i t  came about, and this year the Council in  i t s  wisdom 
did what we thought was  right. We also wrote to Govern- 
ment and asked that a sum of money be paid i n  to the City 
Council - a sum which should be the amount of taxes they 
should pay on their properties. That was  issued to Govern- 
ment about five months ago, but we have not got a reply a s  
yet, although we have the confirmation of our ra tes  ex- 
Auding that. 
12.45 p.m. 

If i t  is the intention of the Government to do what a l l  
other Governments in  the Caribbean andin Englanddo, and 
what has been advised by two local Government Commis- 
sioners to do, the ra te  on properties could be reduced 
from 14% to 12% and a t  the same time keep the trade 
tax down to the same 12%. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. C U W N S :  Mr. Speaker, I r i se  on 
a point of order. I s  the hon. member saying that the Gov- 
ernment confirmed their  rates? M d  you understandhim to 
say that? If that is so, i t  is not correct.  

Mr. GODDARD: That is what 1 a m  saying. A let ter  has  
been received by the Clerk of the Bridgetown City Council 
confirming the ra tes  of the City Council. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CXJhlMlNS; I want to say that the 
Government did not confirm the r a t e s  of the Bridgetown 
City Council. The Government varied the rates. 

Mr. GODDARD: Let us  get it straight. The Govern- 
-"?# 

ment varied and confirmed the rates. I said that the Gov- 
ernment had confirmed the Council's r a t e s  and I still say 
that. They have confirmed the rates. There  is nothing 
wrong in my saying so. What 1 a m  saying is that the varia- 
don which was made could have been...... 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of 
order. 1 hate to interrupt the hon. member, but in  o rder  
to keep the records straight, I wish to say that Govern- 



ment did not confirm the rates. The Government varied 
the rates and fixed the rates a s  is provided in the Local 
Government Act. The Local Government Act specifically 
gives power to the Central Government to fix the rates. 
That is what the Government has done. That is a different 
thing altogether from what the hon. member is saying. 

Mr. GODDARD: They have confirmed our expenditure. 
They have not changed that a t  all. Butthey have varied the 
rates. TheGovernment hastaken off two per cent on pro- 
perty and increased 'the trade tax by S%. That could have 
been achieved without increasing the trade tax. They have 
increased the trade tax for the CLty of Bridgetown, while 
we say that i t  could have been kept a t  what we had fixed 
it if they had replied to us and stated that they had been 
willing to pey their due. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of 
order. I want to draw to your attention that the question 
of the rates of the City Council isnot before us a t  all. The 
hon. member is only aeidng this opportunity to put for- 
ward what transpired a t  the Bridgetown City Council. 
The rates have nothing to dowith this at all, whether they 
were 12% 1459, 18% 2 5  or  25% or whatever the case 
may be. We a re  dealing with a Bill to give the Govern- 
ment power to make grants in certain categories so far 
a s  taxation is concerned. We a re  not dealing with rates. 
This has nothing to do with the rates of the CLty Council 
o r  any other Council for that matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All that the hon. member i s  saying 
deals with the principle of this ~ i ~ i  - at  least, all that he 
has said up to now. 1 do not think that the hon. member 
has said anything yet outside of the principle of the Bill. 
I will say that the hon. member for Christ Church is 
the one hon. member in this House who very seldom 
strays from the subject matter of what theHouse i s  dealing. 

Hon. M. E. COX: This is onetime the hon. member is 
straying. 

Mr. GODDARD. Thank you, Your Honour, for your 
ruling. Our method of dealing with the rates went a long 
way to meet what they a re  trying to achieve; and, in the 
same manner that we have laid two rates for the City 
Council, they could have directed the other two Councils 
to do the same thing. They could have directed the two 
Councils to lay a separate rate for trade i f  they had so 
desire& but, Your Honour, they probably did not wish the 
public to feel that they were following our example. 

Another category of taxpayers needs to be relieved; 
and there is no better way of doing i t  than by amending 
the Local Government Act so a s  to exempt these small 
householders who owned the land. We have told them that 
before. There a r e  many small householders who a re  
owners of their property who could be exempted, while 
there is also another category of householders who live on 
rented property! but the value of the house is so low, under 
the old Vestry system, we would never have rated them; 
but under the new set-up, they are  rated. Therefore, the 
Council has no other alternative but to send them a tax MU. 

Mr. Speaker, I speak from personal experience. There 
a r e  thousands whom we have to relieve in the City Coundl. 
In the first instance,it i san  expense to the Council sending 
out tax bills to them; and inthe second instance, when they 
send in for relief, we have to give them relief. A sum of 
$36,000 is put aside in our Estimates for the purpose of 
tax relief. If theGovernment feels that in either one of these 
three Wards there is a category of taxpayers who should 
be further relieved, they can better do i t  by a subsidy to 
the Coundl to be earmarked for tax relief. 

This Bill is not necessary; it savours of interference 
by Government &to what rightly i a  Local Government 
buoiness. These people a r e  elected just a s  Oovermnent is 
elected They a re  eiccted freely with the m e  wide frss- 
chise a s  members of the Central Government a re  elected. 
Let the Coundls grow up, let them m a k  their mlmiscaltes 
and let them Q good work. At the next elscdon, they w i l l  
have to stand on their feet. Do not let us bn to hide be- 

hind Government. I am opposed to this form of i3w:l :. - 
ence. 

If the Government feels that tney cdn ~ a e ~ u l l y  use their 
money to improve a section of the services of Local Gov- 
ernment, say so. Come out and give them a grant to buy so 
man, trucks; give them a grant to put in some street light S. 

But whatever you do, let the money be spent by Local Gov- 
ernment. By that means, you will be keeping to principles 
already laid down. 1 repeat, if there a r e  some taxpayers 
who a re  too poor and unable to pay their tax rates, review 
the position and take them off the list altogether. Let there 
be a wider exemption. Then youwillhavea form of healthy 
Local Government. 
12.55 p.m. 

On those grounds, I do not see thatwe a r e  getting any- 
where. This is just an Election stunt; the Elections a r e  
around the corner, and this is one of the Bills to which we 
can look forward from now. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the only element of sur- 
prise that I have found in this Bill which we are  now dis- 
cussing, is that the hon. junior member for Christ Church 
should be surprised that the Government should introduce 
a Bill of this kind a t  this particular time. I would not like 
to say that itiscompletelyinadequate, but it is of the same 
colour and purport a s  the plethora of nonsensical legis- 
lation with which this House has been afflicted within the 
past three m d s  by this Government. I am not reflecting 
on any vote of theHouse; th is i s  something which 1 have had 
to say a t  very frequently recurring intervals. The hon. 
junior member for Christ Church should not be the victim 
of surprise by the explanation given by the Minister of 
Finance who is so inadequate a s  to his pronouncements 
made on the floor of this House from time to time. 

The Minister of Finance, in his presentation of Bills, 
has a reputation for inadequacy, insufficiency and lack of 
comprehension of the matters with which he is supposed to 
deal. 1 do not want to be uncharitable, so I pass on to the 
provisions of the Bill which has been presented,'presentedl 
being the most charitable term which 1 can find a t  my dis- 
posal a t  such short notice. Without any danger of being 
accused of being dishonest, I want to say that in 1958-59 
when the first rate was laid by the new Local Government 
authorities and the f irst  trade tax which collectively was 
known a s  the "rate", all these rates were approved by the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee which is the Govern- 
ment of this Island. The Premier had cdnfessed innocence 
by saying that he had signed the ra tes  without reading 
them or some such nonsensical explanation which he gave 
to the public. He said that he wasin England and he signed 
the papers which w e n  sent to him but he did not read them. 
The only recourse, which the unwitting householders and 
those who suffered by the wide dragnet of Local Govern- 
ment, had available to them was what the members of my 
Party suggested a t  a public meeting which we called, 
there being a great updrive against the iniquitous burden 
/which was imposed by the Local Governmentauthorities, a 
burden imposed by the authorities dominated by the Gov- 
ernment Party. Under Section 133 of theLocalGovernment 
Act, 1958, we pointed out that the only thing left for the 
poor taxpayers to do (the Government having by negli- 
gence o r  design, conf ined  the rates in the rating districts), 
was for  them to have recourse to the provisions of Sub- 
section (4) of this Section of the Act whereby the Rating 
Authority shall have power to reduce o r  remitthe payment 
of any general rate on account of the poverty of any person 
liable for the payment thereof. 

Long before the much publicised, the much maligned, 
the much over-rated LocalGovernment Act came into force 
in 1958, that power was inherent in the exercise of the 
collection of rates by the much condemnedelevenVestries 
wNch we had in this island prior to 1958. There is nothing 
new in that provisions; that isthepowerwhich the Govern- 
ment does not intend to divest the local authorities of. l 
regret, Mr. Speaker, that I have to place my prepositions 
a t  the end of my sentences, but I have no less authority 
than Sir  Winston Churchill for indulging in what is the 
easiest way of expression1 And you, a s  a retired school- 
master, will know that! 



I will say that there is no such thing a s  the confirrna- 
tion of the rates; there istheapproval of the rates;  and the 
Government cannot deny that they have approvedthe rates. 
But before they approve the rates, the Government has  the 
right to modify such a ra te  o r  r a t e s  in any way they de- 
sire. What the Governor-in-Executive Committeecannot 
do is to increase the expenditure of the Local Government 
Authorities and say: "We think you should spend more 
money on so and so." What they can do is to modify the 
ra te  in  any way in which they think fit. 
1.05 p.m. 

There  is a lot of cheap politics going on now in the 
running of the affairs of this country whereby certain 
people a r e  thinking that i f  they follow a certain step, some- 
body else may get the credit for  i t  and that kind of thing. 
You cannot run a country on that basis. I have told them 
so  from time to time, and that is why 1 have been a t  
variance with them. Because they do not like the hon. 
senior member for the City to be Mayor, and because 
they do not like the services  that he is carrying out which 
s teals  some of their thunder, there is the philosophy 
of personal politics going on in Barbados; they indulge 
in alterations and amendments to legislation to place 
power more securely in  their  hands so  that we will have 
a gigantic system of nepotism and patriotism being exer- 
cised by the CentralGovernment in contra-distinction to the 
Local Government Act. The patronage'they a r e  aiming a t  
must be a s  large asthatexercisedbythe Mayor of Bridge- 
town. That is al l  I see in  this legislation, and that is what 
1 am objecting to when they come with such to a responsible 
Chamber like this. 

Mr. Speaker, we had a gentleman by the name of Mr. 
Lightbourne next door to us  and we once had a gentleman 
by the name of Sir John Maude who was a Local Govern- 
ment Commissioner; and 1 was much castigated when 1 
criticised the Government for appointing a Long Grade 
Civil Servant a s  Commissioner - a person without, l 
would not like to say, a formal education, but certainly 
no training in Local Government - because of his  personal 
reLationships with the LocalGovernment Commissioner. Be 
that a s  i t  may, 1 presume the gentlemanis trying his  best; 
and 1 do not presume that this type of nonsensical legis- 
lation has emanated from his  brain. At least, I credit him 
with a little more commonsense. But this is a l l  part of a 
pattern. 

This  Local Government Bill of 1958 has  cost the taw- 
payers  of this island a large quantity of money. A Bill 
was rushed through here in  1953, another one in 1954, 
another one in  1956, while in  1957 there were sundry 
amendments to the 1955 Bill. The 1956-55Act was actually 
printed into the laws of Barbados before they found out 
what the hon. senior member fo r  Christ Church, myself and 
other members  had toid them a l l  alongthatit  was unwork- 
able. They then got Mr. Lightburn, a Local Government 
Commissioner a t  a reasonable salary, and paid him to do 
what we have been telling them on the floor of the House 
to  do a l l  the time. They pre fe r  to pay a n  Englishman to 
te l l  them what is wrong rather  than to give any credit to 
the Opposition for  maldng suggestions. That is a hangover 
from the slave mentality with which their  forefathers 
were imbued. They prefer  to pay Mr. Cadbury, Mr. Ught- 
bourne and a host of other imported officials any amount 
of money to come down here to tell  them what they have 
been told on the floor of the Legislature f o r  the past eight, 
nine o r  ten years, and told by their own backbenchers 
sometimes, because they feel that they cannot too readily 
a c c e p  suggestions from the Opposition. The only sugges- 
tion they will accept from this side of the House is one to 
increase their travelling allowancel I will go so f a r  a s  to 
say that that is the only kind of suggestlon they a r e  prepared 
to accept f rom this side of the House, s o  a s  to be able to  
go t o  the taxpayers and say the Opposition agreed that 
they should have a bigger salary and bigger travelling 
allowance. 

Mr. Speaker, how a r e  yougoing to r u n a  country on that 
basis? However, let us  get back to the sheep; and I do not 
r e f e r  to hon. members  over there; I &not h o w  the sheep 
from the goats; I a m  only uslng the expression. Let u s  

get back to the main point, a s 1  a m  sure  you have given me 
enough latitude in  expanding that point which I have just 
made. Under the same Local Government Act of 1958 - 
and I challenge the hon. senior member fo r  the City, the 
Mayor of Bridgetown, to deny this  o r  any member of the 
Government - I was the f i rs t  person in Barbados on the 
platform of my Party, before the ra tes  were laid, to point 
out these things. Criticism can be of two kinds. Based on 
fact, i t  may be very destructive; but if you put yourself 
out of the way before a person makes a mistake to tell  
him what he can do to put both s ides right, i t  shows that 
you a r e  acting in an interested manner and in the interest 
of the community. So what did 1 do7 We had a public 
meeting - and any of the hon. members  on my right o r  
opposite can deny this; some of the Government Ministers 
were present. (Hon. M. E. COX: Not I.)I called your name 
on the platforml l said that the City Council should read 
the Act very carefully and see that they could relieve the 
burden on the householders, because householders pay 
taxes purely for  the benefit of being alive, whereas, con- 
t ra ry  to the expression of opinion appearing in the daily 
newspaper of this colony that a trade tax is something in- 
iquitous and i t  is double taxation, t raders  pay taxes purely 
on profit after a l l  their  expenses a r e  taken out; but we 
householders, whether we live in a $120 a month house, o r  
like some other hon. members  a $120 a year  house, o r  
like some other hon. members  in  a $1,200 a year house, 
pay purely for the benefit of being alive in  Barbados. I 
pointed out a t  the time, before the 31st March and before 
the ra tes  were laid in  the corporate a r e a  of Bridgetown, 
that the sensible thing to do would be to reduce the r a t e  
on hereditaments; i n  other words, on householders; and to 
increase the trade tax commensurately without i n  any way 
interfering with your overall volume of money. 

Mr. Speaker, I will i l lustrate what 1 mean. The hon. 
senior member for  the City was present, the Premier  was  
present and the other Minister was presentat the meeting, 
and l called his name. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: On a point of order. 
1 want the hon. member to know that I have not come so 
low a s  to attend any meetings. 1 have attended one meeting, 
during my political career ,  of my opponents. 

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of order. I would like to  
make i t  quite c lea r  too that I have never attended any 
meeting held by any of them on that side. I have absolutely 
no intention a t  any time of attending any meeting held 
by them. 1 say further that from the report  which 1 read  
i n  the Advocate, nothing was mentioned a s  to  what he 
said just now. 

Hon. R G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. I 
believe 1 heard the hon. member on that occasion and he 
never made the suggestion which he said he did. 

Mr. BARROW: At least  one Cabinet Minister w a s  
present. At that meeting, SYr, when I pointed i t  out, the 
Mayor of Bridgetown was  present, and 1 welcomed the 
Premier  and the Minister of Trade to the meeting who 
were down by S. ~ a r y ' s  wall. I only take people seriously 
when they take the oath, and if 1 take the hon. member's 
oath again, 1 will deal with him. The Hon. Premier  was i n  
his  c a r  facing south by St. Mary's wall. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 a m  experiencing some difficulty 
now in hearing the hon. member who is addressing the 
House. 1 have just begun to experience some difficulty 
i n  so doing. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the Hon. Minister for  
Communications said he  was present a t  that meeting be- -9 
fore 3 1 s  March, and he never heard m e  say what 1 did 
say. The Mayor of Bridgetown was  there, the other Min- 
i s t e r s  denied they were present, but the Mayor can say 
whether I aaid so. I was  the only person in Barbados - 
and I a m  not being immodest but we have t o  get the 
records stnaight - who pointed out thotforal l  those years, 
they have been levelling a general ra te  on tnde tax md 
they were compelled under the Local Government Aa, 
o r  Mder  &nib legislation wblch they have, to impose 



P- 
the same burden on the householders a s  that imposed on 
traders, and l gave my reason. 
1.15 p m .  

I a lso pointed out then, and I will point out now, that 
the valuation for the City of Bridgetown for  the previous 
year  which had not been altered in any material respect 
from that made by the Central Government Valuators, was  
$7,500,000 in assessable income from trade and from 
property, hereditaments and so on. Within the corporate 
area of Bridgetown, the assessable  annual income was 
$3,383,000 approximately. I t  may be $3,380,000. 1 am 
positively sure  that the assessable annual income from 
trade was $7 1/2 million. 

Now, I a lso pointed out on that occasion that if they 
increased by one per  cent the trade tax, from 17.8% 
to 18.8%. they could take off a minimum of two per  cent 
from property tax reducing the rate  from 17.8% to 15.8%; 
and 1 said that thiswouldnotbeany injustice because, con- 
t r a r y  to what the Editor of the "Bajan" magazine and 
other diehard Conservatives were saying, there is nothing 
wrong with t rade tax. Trade  tax could not send you a 
bankrupt. 1 particularly pointed out that, now that you have 
Local Government, a Company Director is allowed to take 
off $5,000 in the first instance while under the old Vestry 
system he was only allowed f 600. And that $5,000 is for  
every Director that is on the firm. Therefore, i f  you have 
two Directors, each is allowed $5,000. 

1 do not know if my words didnot reach the ru ra l  dis- 
t r ic ts .  I do not know whatthey intendto do with their rates, 
but the City Council reduced theirs  af ter  having a little sur- 
plus left over from last  year, and it  makes this disparity 
between the t rade tax and the general rate. They a r e  two 
separate and distinct things. 

I t  is a matter of history in Barbados. No member of the 
Government ever  suggested in  public o r  before this House 
that they should modify o r  adjust the ratesby creating this  
disparity. I am the personwho said so.1 told them privately 
and publicly. They a r e  saying now that the Bridgetown City 
Council never created any disparity when they laid their 
rates. 

What the City Council submits now to theGovernment is 
not like what they presented under the old Vestry system. 
On a careful  reappraisement of the LocalGovernment, Your 
H onour will see that the Councils can submit an estimate of 
their  expenditure and the ratewhich they propose to lay. A s  
a matter  of fact, they do not submit their  ra tes .  1 will go 
a s  f a r  a s  to say that the City Council does not even submit 
the rate; what they say is that their income from trade 
sources and so on will be so much and their  expenditure 
will come to so much - that is what the law says. A s  Your 
Honour knows, i t  is only then a question of arithmetic, 
because the Government knows from the Inland Revenue 
Department what the overall assessable  annual income from 
trade for  the corporate a rea  is .  

I will remind Your Honour of that by reading Section 
197 of the Local Government Act. I t  says: 

"(1) Before the commencement of every financical year  
o r  such later  date a s  in  relation to  any financial year  the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee shall approve, every 
Council shall prepare and submit fo r  the approval of the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee an estimate of the in- 
come and expenditure of the Council during that year." 

Does that not settle the whole problem? If you go t o  
e subsection 2, i t  s a y a -  

"The Governor-in-Executive Comminee may approve 
the estimate either a S submitted o r  with such modifications 
a s  he thinks £it, so however that the total amount t o  be ex- 
pended shall not be increaeed by the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee." 

That  is the delusion from which a l l  s idesappear  to  have 
been suffering because there a r e  m many people in the 
new local authority.. . . . . 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, 1 rise on a point of 
order. 1 wonder i f  the hon. member would c a r e  to quote 
subsection 2 of section 136. The  Section which he has  
quoted is not the section to which we referred. We re- 
fe r red  to  subsection 2 of Section 136. Let the hon. mem- 
ber read that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. junior member  for St. John 
is developing h i s  point along his l ines  of reasoning. 

Hon. M. E. COX: But we cannot afford to  allow him to 
mislead, misinterpret, and give a wrong slant to what we 
have said here. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 just wonder, i f ,  by theHon. Minister 
asking the hon. junior member for  S. John if he c a r e s  to 
r e f e r  to subsection 2 of section 136, that can be a point 
of order. That is not a point of order. 1 told the Hon. Min- 
i s t e r  that he cannot just get upandask the hon. member to  
r e f e r  to section 136, subsection 2, and expect that that hon. 
member should do so. The  hon. member i s f ree  to re fe r  to  
section 136, subsection 2. The Hon. Minister ought to know 
the liberty with which hon. members  a r e  allowed to debate 
things. 

Hon. members  cannot be confinedby the opposing side. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr.  Speaker, what is the hon. member 
interrupting for? Can he dictate how 1 may present my 
argument? 1 am the last  person to discuss  law with a lay- 
man. A s  a matter  of fact, there is nobody on that side to  
discuss law with me. Long before 1 came into this  House, 
long before 1 was twenty-one y e a r s  of age, what l knew 
about this, he did not know. What l forget, he does not 
know. 

What 1 was saying is this,Mr. Speaker; what the rating 
authority lays before the Executive is an estimate of their 
income and their expenditure. Of course, the ratingautho- 
rity has  not disputed that. When the Executive receives that, 
they also receive from the Inland Revenue Commfssioner 
the total assessable  amount of hereditaments in the a rea  
and the total amount of trade which 1 said was $7 1/2 mil- 
lion a s  opposed to $3 1/2 million for  hereditaments. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: No, Sir, that is not so. 

Mr. BARROW: 1 invited the hon. member to correct  
me  if 1 am wrong, and he did not do i t  then. He wants to  
cor rec t  me now. 
1.25 p.m 
I a m  speaking purely from memory. The  amount is over 
$3  million; I think i t  is $3, 383,000.1 pointed out what they 
could do because there was a great outcry which came up 
from the householders who had neverpaidany rate  in their 
life; but the Government approved the r a t e s  and they had 
the power a t  the time to modify them. The  Premier  said 
that he signedthem by inadvertence; he did not look a t  them. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: On a point of order. F i r s t  
of all, 1 did not sign the rates;  and secondly, what the hon. 
member is referr ing to was not done inadvertently. 

Mr. BARROW: He said that he did not read them; he 
signed them and sent them back down o r  words to that 
effect. 

Hon. M. E. COX: He did not say that. 

Mr. BARROW: Well let the Premier  deny it. I t  w a s  
printed i n  the P r e s s .  He said that he was  i n  England and 
papers  were sent to him and he signed them. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: On a point of order. 
Everybody in thisHouse and throughout the island know S the 
hon. member. What l want to  put on record is that l did 
not say that. 

Mr. BARROW: F o r  the sake of therecord1 would give 
him the privilege of saying what he did say for  posterity. 

Mr. SPEAKER: T h e  hon. member cannot Q that. 



Mr. BARROW: I meanthat1 willgive him the privilege 
of speaking on a point of order. Here is the former  Deputy 
Mayor of Bridgetown.. . . . . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think it  is of vital interest to 
the public to have that point clarified. 

Mr.  BARROW: It was printed in the p r e s s  and circu- 
lated in the English Newspapers a s  well. Although the 
Government had the privilege of modifying the rates, they 
did not modify them. They did not make any concession to 
any particular department either to the payersof the trade 
tax, o r  to the payers of the general rate, o r  the house- 
holders within the corporate a rea  o r  any other area in the 
island. Shortly after there was an outcry, they introduced a 
Bill to subsidise the Northern and Southern Districts to the 
tune of over $300,000, The exact amount was $331,000, a s  
f a r  a s  I can remember. Consequently, the ra tes  fo r  these 
two a r e a s  were approved; they a r e  paying 33% and 26%. 
the general rate  being the same figure in such areas .  These 
two Councils were dominated by members  of the Govern- 
ment Party which brought down a Resolution whereby the 
taxpayers of Bridgetown had to subsidise - i t  amounted to 
that - plantations. Let me come straight to the point; plan- 
tation owners and other ratepayers were subsidised. That 
Resolution had the effect of subsidising bigplantationown- 
e r s  outside the corporate a rea  of Bridgetown. It  meant 
that the ratepayers, who were less  well off, were called 
upon to provide the money. By this measure of subsidisa- 
tion, the Northern District Councils were subsidising plan- 
tation owners in the country districts. 

If the Premier  had wantedto make out a case, he could 
have developed his argument tothispoint before1 tore  i t  to 
pieces; and he would have sat down and said that obviously 
that was aninjustice. That is the whole rationale of the Bill. 
Throughout the length and breadth of this islandpeople,in- 
cluding the hon. senior member for the Citywho also hap- 
pens to be the Mayor, criticised them for  doing something 
which &d little to relieve the burden of the small land- 
owner whose assessment on property had gone up some- 
t imes 50%; and if they took off 6% they really did not re- 
lieve the burden. It  ended up with the small landowner o r  
householder paying more even by the subvention than he had 
paid in the previous year. That is the whole position. 

I t  has  been urged on the floor of thisHouse and also 
outside, and i t  has  been suggested by a t  least two of the 
advisers  on Local Government, that in view of the fact that 
the Executive Committee under the Act of 1891 holds large 
a r e a s  of property in  each corporate area, especially in  the 
municipality of Bridgetown, the Government should make 
grants-in-aid in respect of those properties. Thatwasdone 
by the equalisation grants  and block grants  immediately 
af ter  the 1945 English Local Government Legislation 
whereby the Central Government gave a subvention equal 
to the amount that the people would have been rated on and 
which they would have had to pay i f  they were subject to 
taxation. I want the Governmenttodeny this,and the Mayor 
o r  any member of any Council can deny it: the height of 
folly in al l  this confusion about the changeover from the 
Vestry System to the Local Government System was that 
the valuation officers valued and assessed properties and 
the Local Government Authorities laid r a t e s  upon themand 
the Government accepted that the people living i n  hou- 
schemes not owned by the occupants - not one of them is 
owned by the occupants - and they were those who went 
about telling people from Puerto Rico to Surinam that 
they had a scheme whereby the people i n  Barbados owned 
the houses which were built by theGovernment. That is not 
true. I t  was  really under t e r m s  of thehirepurchase agree- 
ment for  33 years  that the people occupied these houses, 
and if they defaulted for  three months the property re- 
ver ted t o  the Government; and they would be ejected, and 
they have been ejected, even without the force of the Courts 
of th i s  island. 
1.35 p.m. 

1 a m  saying that a man called Albert: Maymrd, other- 
wise known a s  "Alabama ~ o e "  employed by the Houdng 
Authority, went up under the cover of the agreement 

signed by the Housing Authority which the Minister should 
know about, and ejected people with families, eight and 
nine small children when the fathers had gone to England 
and they had not heard from them, and threw their f u r n i -  
ture  outside. That was done in St. George, in the Pine 
Housitig area, and at Colleton in S t .  John. 

.Mr. SPEAKER: I think the hon. member has developed 
a lpt on that point. If the hon. member wants to say that 
.these people had to pay house tax or property tax, he can 

,-say so, but to deal wlth ejectionsdnd so on a r e  a bit extra- 
neous and unnecessary to build up a s  an argument. 

Mr. BARROW: I t  is merely to illustrate the principle 
that they should be in a position to know that not one of 
these persons living i n  these housing schemes was liable 
t o  pay tax. According to section 136, which the hon. mem- 
b e r  is quoting, subsection 5 says:- 

"Subject to the provisions of paragraph one of the 
Seventh Schedule to  this Act, a rate  to be paid in respect 
of any hereditament shall be borne and paid by the person 
who is the owner of such hereditament a t  the commence- 
ment of the day upon which the rating period commenced." 

Nothing could be c leare r  than that.1 wonderif the hon. 
senior member f o r  the City who is Mayor of Bridgetown 
knows that even in the case of the Pine where they have a l l  
these houses, not only do the people not own the houses, 
but could not own them because no plan h a s  been approved 
by the Board of Health for  a l l  these houses built up there 
up to now. How then could they sell  something they had not 
perfected a title for? They have not sold one of these 
houses to people. But the Premier  who went on a tem- 
porary excursion to the United Kingdom - for  what reason 
we a r e  still to find out, unless i t  was on vacation to see 
h i s  family - in his  lack of precision, indecision o r  what- 
ever  i t  was that caused him toapproveand send back these 
r a t e s  i n  the form which they were, didnot scrutinize them 
carefully enough a t  that time to real ise  that they were 
even taxing Government tenants. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 see a t  least four members  of the Local 
Councils over here on my right, and two members  over 
there making six altogether, and 1 challenge any of the six 
of them to deny that these facts  a r e  correct,  and that they 
did send out bills and demand notes to  occupiers of Gov- 
ernment houses, and that these Billsand these demand notes 
were highly illegal. We, the members of my Party, had to 
caI1 a meeting telling people not to pay. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has  digressed in- 
cidentally to inform the House that these people could not 
really be taxpayers, because they were not ownersof pro- 
perty, but the hon. member should not go on repeating the 
incident. I t  is unnecessary to the point. 

Mr. BARROW: I would only like to mention in conch- 
d o n  that some members  of the Government wanted to 
charge me for  a public mischief, and said i t  in  public, fo r  
telling the people that the tax was illegal and they should 
not pay it. Wel1,l will finish with that. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. 
I would like to  say that i t  was on the advice of the Crown 
Law Officers that a l l  those bills which were sent out were 
withdrawn. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I s  the hon. member referring to tax 
bills? 

15a 
Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker. on a point of order. 

1 a m  getdng into this. That statement made by the Hon. 
M M s t e r  is not correct.  1 will get into chls l a te r  on. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Spealier, 1 a m  finiahed with that 
acrpect of the matter. 1 take i t  thatthe hon. senior member 
f o r  St. Thomas in h is  MsQm is saying that I did not hold a 
meeting in the housing a r e a s  and tell people not to pay the 
taxes long before the Crown L.n Officers gave any ruling? 
I t  was  when they went to the Crown Law Officers to see 



whether my colleagues andmyselfcouldbe prosecuted that 
this came to the notice of the Crown Law Officers. When 
they tried to prosecute members of my Party, the Crown 
Law Officers told them they were talking foolishness and 
that the bills were illegal. They went to get proaecutlons, 
not advice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That may be very interesting,but still 
outside the ambit of this Bill. 

Hon. R G. MAPP: On a point of order. The hon. mem- 
ber is making a charge about somebody prosecuting him. .... 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have ruled. 1 am going to rule that 
there be no furtherreference to tax billson holders of pro- 
perty in the Pine a s  such. 

Hon. R. G. MnPP: That is not paid to us. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I t  is fair to the House. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Excuse me, Sir, 1 did not say any- 
thing about being "fair". I said the tax i s  not paid to us; 
it is not our tax. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I have made my point and 
1 have gone on the record to serve posterity. The machinery 
now, Sir, is this, i f  I may just sum up. The Valuation Offi- 
ce r s  who are  paid by the CentralGovernment -I  believe in 
some instances they call for a proportionate part of their 
pay from the Local Government, 1 understand that they did 
call on the Local Government to make some contribution - 
and a re  underthe control of the Commissioner of Inland Re- 
venue, go around under the authority of the Act and make 
valuations on all property in the island. The Valuation Of- 
ficers have absolutely nothing to do with trade tax. The 
traders a re  supposed to send in returns. I am not talking 
about the de f a c t .  position. I thought the hon. member was 
challenging my interpretation of the Act. The point is that 
the traders are  supposed to send in returns. If they do not 
send in returns, then they have authority toassess them at  
a certain amount for the type of premises, which is exactly 
germaine to the position we are  dealingwith in this amend- 
ment to the Local Government Act. Every valuation there- 
fore is done not by the Vestries but by the Valuation Of- 
ficers to the Central Government, and I do not see why the 
Central Government should try to deny that they have valued 
property or that their officers have done it, because i t  is 
done all over the world. 

Mr. Speaker, we have reached the stage now - again 
the philosophy of personal politics - where a s  soon a s  
somebody tells you about something and that person is 
superior to yourself, you say it was not you, it was the 
other person who did it. That is not a satisfactory state 
of affairs. Government should stick by i t s  officersthrough 
thick and thin; and i f  they find that they have exercised 
their powers ultra uires the authority they have, Govern- 
ment should stand behind them. 
1.45 p.m. 

But not one Valuation Officer was dismissed. Wehave 
to take itthat, not merely by the approval of the estimates 
and rates under the respective sections 136 and 193 o r  what- 
ever it is, they ratified the acts  of the Valuation Officers, 
but the very fact that they have not dismissed any- 
body shows that they approved of the manner in which 
their Valuation Officers carried out their work. 

1 challenge the hon. senior member for the City to  
F deny this. 1 do not know of a eingle case in whlch anybody 

has been over rated or  h s b e e n  chargedtrade tax over the 
income which he got. I do notcarewhat they say, when you 
look a t  bus inesas in  Baxters Road, you cannot tell me that a 
man running a r u n  h o p  with every conceivable klnd of al- 
cohoUc beverage tbrt h a  kea produced under the mm in 
stock, and opening every Qy perhaps for twenty-four hours, 

1 
.can only make ten dollars o l t  of that business. 1 s t y  that 
i f  he can only make that amount of income he should pack up 
and go 8nd work a t  Messre. CO- Umfted where he can 
get $17 a week without that kindof headache. I have already 
said m h public. 

You know to yourself very well that $10 a week is a 
very conservative valuation. So why should the LocalGov- 
ernment o r  the Central Government run down the Valuation 
Officers? I have always mid that the rate on trade should be 
different from the rate onproperty.ltisobvious that a man 
livlng in a 16x 9'house witha shedroof and kitchen attached 
on somebody's land is in a different position. Under the 
old Vestry system, the authorities used toignore rating on 
this kind of building; they did not consider it worthwhile to 
tax someone living in a building of that kind; but now, the 
dragnet has stretched very wide.If that is so, why should the 
members of the Government shelter and say that the high 
rate is due to the City Councilr~hepoint is that the Coun- 
ci ls  decide how much they want to spend, but there is 
nothing to prevent the Government from cutting down the 
expenditure. 

If you read Section 197 of the Act, you will see that the 
only restriction on the Central Government is that they 
cannot increase the expenditure but they can cut i t  down:, 
therefore, if we a r e  accusing the Wty Council, it was com- 
petent for the Central Government to cut down a l l  the ex- 
travagant expenditure wherever they found it but they did 
not do it. A s  1 h?ve saidbefore, whether i t  is the Hon. Min- 
i s te r  of Labour or the Mayor of Bridgetown,l Q not argue 
any law with laymen. 1 am not saying that that is so over 
my dead body. 

The next thing is this. The Governor-in-Executive 
Committee have approved the rates for the City of Bridge- 
town, but they have not come in this yeiir's Estimates for 
a single dollar, even a s  a token vote, to subsidise the 
Northern or the Southern District Councils. As we pointed 
out in the debates on the Estimates, it is predictable that 
some kind of subsidy would have been given to those Coun- 
cils. They a re  not giving any subsidy to the Bridgetown 
City Council; nor has the City Council suggested that 
they should be given a subsidy o r  a grant in lieu of pay- 
ment of taxation for certain property which the Central Gov- 
ernment has now taken over andwhich wasactually recom- 
mended by Sir John Maude who was one of their Local Gov- 
ernment Advisers. Contrary to the situation in the United 
Kingdom where housing and education a r e  largely under 
the jurisdiction of the County Councils outside of the 
City of London, the Government was in the habit of giving 
housing grants and education grants for specific purposes 
to the different Local Government authorities. 1 say 
"different" because there were five o r  six differentLoca1 
Government authorities. What they have now is a kind of 
equalisation grant so that youwouldnot have this large dis- 
parity. The district of Hampstead which 1 used to live in 
fo r  a number of years, unfortunately, was in the position 
where the taxpayers had to pay a tax of twenty-eight shil- 
lings in the pomcj; b u ,  next door, in Paddington, a place 
which may only be the width of a street separated from 
Hampstead, the taxpayers would be paying a rate of 
thirteen shillings o r  fourteen shillings in the pound. so 
because of these disequalities, the Exchequer gave an 
equalisation grant. This Government is not doing that. 
This Government is making no attempt to do that. I 
know some hon. members may be a bit surprised to hear 
of a County paying 27/6 in the pound, but that is quite in 
order. At the time of the elections for Local Government, 
particularly in the Northern and Southern Wstricts, I 
told the taxpayers to be very careful whom they put in the 
Councils because there was no limit to the amount of 
taxes those Councillors could impose on them. 

If members of the Government were bringing a Bill 
to the House to try to get r id of these disparities and 
these dsequalitfes in the general rate and in the trade 
tax, it would be something to which you would say that 
they were trying to do something. Of course, trade tax 
is predominantly for the Municapility although there a r e  
trade and enterprise outside of the Municipality. They 
have been making some suggestion about dbing t h t ,  but 
up to now, they have done absolutely nothing about that. 
The rate in St. Lucy on the last occasion was 33 l/% 
the rate in Christ Church and St. George was 26.8% and 
the rate in the City of Bridgetown was 17.8% but it has 
now gone down to 1% on property and 14.- on trade tax. 
The ra tes  in the other two MsVict Councils for  property 
and trade are identical. There is no difference between 



the trade tax and the general ra te  p i d  by householder 
and owners of hereditaments and rateable chattels. 

The  Central Government must make up i t s  minc 
whether they a r e  going to pursue the time honoured sys- 
tem of a general rate  and a trade tax, which apply to a1 
and sundry within the rated area,  without fea r  o r  favow 
and leaving i t  then to the local authorities on examination o 
each case on i t s  mer i t s  to decide in what direction and tc 
what extent relief should be given; o r  thecovernment shodc 
make up i t s  mind whether they a r e  going to reduce the 
whole community toa state of eternal servitude to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee where, i f  youwant a dispensation or  re- 
lief from anything, youwiU have to go to a Minister and ask 
him to do you a favour. 
1.55 p.m. 

Where I agree entirely with the formerDeputyMayor, 
the hon. junior member for Christ Church, is this. whai 
is the machinery now which they a r e  going to employ wher 
they send down a fiat o r  mandate o r  whatever i t  is, tc 
the Bridgetown City Council, telling them that they mum 
apply a subvention to a particular category of persons? 
In other words, you will have not only owners of heredita- 
ments but traders, the one employing a general rule anc 
the other a trade tax which you a r e  subsidising now. Yoi 
take the subdivision where you have owners of heredita- 
ments of not more than two bedrooms, those which have 
more than two bedrooms and those which have water-borne 
sanitation and dustbins. You may have those who suppon 
the Government Party, those who believe in Heaven anc 
those who do not. 1 s  thatthe kindof categorisation in which 
they a r e  going to indulge? 

Once we pass  this Bill here i t  seems to me that the 
philosophy of personal politics will be ca r r ied  one steF 
further; that is a person can soon go to the Executive Com- 
mittee and say: "Don't tax Mr.  So and So of Alkins Land; 
he is one of us." There  is no limit to the classes. You 
may have a c lass  where every person i n i t  has  brown eyes 
and blue bootqand coloured people who supportthe Labour 
Party, o r  a c lass  with eighteen pairs  of shoes and fifteen 
estates, and in each c lass  there may be one person quali- 
fied. I am not being frivolous, Sr, I a m  quoting now from 
the Chancellor of the University of Ceylon on Local Gov- 
ernment. This  is what he saysin dealing with local finance:- 
"To show exactly what this  principle means, let us  com- 
pare the taxing power of Parliament with the rating power 
of local authorities.... .. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the hon. member let us  have the 
edition and the page? 

Mr. BARROW: I t  is the 1931 edition page 135. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Has  the hon. member finished h i s  
quotation? He may finish the quotation. 

Mr. BARROW: Professor  Jenningsgoes on to say t h i s -  

"Certain i tems of national expenditure a r e  provided 
for by means of permanent legislation. These a r e  called 
"Consolidated Funds Services," because they a r e  paidfor 
out of the Consolidated Fund, into which a l l  national re-  
venues a r e  paid, without an annual vote by Parliament. They 
a r e  few in number and a r e  those services which, i t  is 
thought, ought not to be the subject of discussion in Par-  
liament every year. The  other Services a r e  "Supply Ser- 
vices'', and the expenditure has  to  be voted every year. 
These  Bervices do not include expenditure of localauthori- 
ties to be met out of rates, though they do include most of 
the grants  whlch a r e  paid to  local authorities." 

A t  this smge, i t  b a n g  2 p.m. of the clock, 

Mr. SPEAKER: I t  now being 2 p.m.. of the c lock  this 
sitdng stands suspended until 2.30 p.m., of the clock. 

This sitting now stands suspended 

Mr .  BARROW: Mr. Speaker, there is no quorum pre- 
sent, and 1 ask  that you direct that the bell be rung. 

On the bell having been mng, a quomm was  obtained. 

Question Time was cal led  

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 understand that therearenoanswers  
to  questions ready. The House will therefore proceed to the 
consideration of Private Members' Business. 

PRlVATE MEMBERS' BUSNESS 

Private Members' Business was  ca l l ed  

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 1, 2, 3. I s  there any Order  
under Private Members' Business with which hon. members  
would like to deal? (After a pause). There  being none, the 
House will revert to Government Business. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: On the last  occasion of Government 
Business the hon. junior member for  St. John was speaking 
on a Bill to amend the Local Government ~ c t ,  1958. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, before the suspension of 
the sitting, l was quoting from the workof a person who is 
well known a s  an authority onLocalGovernment.The Min- 
i s t e r  of Communications, Works and Housing expressed 
some surprise that local government was a matter  of ind- 
mate and deep concern for  lawyers and for  constitutional 
lawyers particularly. I t  was a t  this juncture that l thought 
i t  fittingthat1 shouldquote from noless  a person than Pro- 
fessor  Ivor Jennings, Chancellor of the University of Cey- 
lon. 

What I am drawing to the attention of the members of 
th i s  House, and particularly to  the attention of those hon. 
members  who may happen to be members  of the Local Gov- 
ernment Authorities, is that they have to exercise a con- 
stant vigilance over the attempts of the Central Govern- 
ment to  spread i t s  tentacles and to widen out the system 
of patronage in which they have beenindulgingparticularly 
over the last  two o r  three years, into every department, 
segment and sector of the civic and political life of this 
island. If we allow this kind _of legislation to  develop a t  
the ever-increaslng ra te  to which i t  has  gone within the 
past six or  eight months, very soon we will be asking the 
Ministers fo r  permission to wake up on mornings and to 
go to sleep a t  nights, for  permission to e a t  our meals, a s  
we have already to do what is thi! equivalent of asking them 
for  permission for  our children to have a decent educa- 
tion. 
2.35 p.m. 

Although the hon. senior member for  St. John, my col- 
league, the Minister f o r  Education, ha s been a school teach- 
er himself, i t  appears to me that he has  allowed himself 
t o  succumb to the blandishments of the other members of 
the Government who would appear to deny educationfor a l l  
and sundry of thisisland. However, 1 a m  merely saying that 
by way of analogy. 

Hon. L. &.A. THORNE: On a point of order. l would 
like my colleague to understandthat a t  thisage nobody could 
dare to think that they couldconvert me  to any way of think- . - 
ing they may have if 1 can see differently. There  is abso- 
lutely no fear  of anybody converting m e  when i t  comes to 
th i s  sort of thing. 1 do not know that this Government has  
done anythtng so f a r  a s  education is concernedthat 1 could 
not approve of. 1 feel i t  is workingwithin the context of i t s  + 
economy. 

Mr. BARROW: Anyhow, I a m  grateful to  my colleague 
for  the aeaurance which he has  given the House and me in 
particular, but M s  record will have to  bear  examination a t  
another t h e .  We a r e  not discussingeducation, sol think we 
will pass on. I w a s  merely expressing what is a growing 
fear amongstall  men of goodwillin thisisland. W e  have had 
the recent example of the Fisheries  Act and a l l  the other 



bite of legisladon which a r e  aill the subject of debate 
-&here increasing provisions a re  being inserted in Bills, 
whereby instead of free interplay of the rule of law, in- 
stead of the citizen being in a position of knowing that such 
a r e  his rights and such a r e  his liabilities, we will find his  
rights more and more contingent upon gening dispensations 
from what the Ministers choose to call and what the Legal 
Draughtsmen elect to describe a s  theGovernor-in-Execu- 
dve  Committee which is the Cabinet. 

Now their conception of Cabinet Government appears 
to be that there can be no effective control of the economy 
of the island ~mless in a lot of little frivolous ways whereby 
you can force people to come and salaam and make obei- 
sance to a Minister and ask the Minister to do him a favour. 
When in this Bill youinserta provision, the whole intent and 
pupose of the Bill being this provision that the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee can more o r  less dictate to the Local 
Government authorities t h t  a particular subvention is to be 
applied for the relief of a particular category of persons, 
relief prior to the presentadon of this Billin this Chamber 
was dependent upon the rate-payer o r  taxpayer satisfying 
the Local Government authority that he o r  she was through 
poverty - and poverty is a relative term - unable to pay 
the particular rate; and so the taxpayer could apply for a 
remission o r  P reduction of the tax. But what they a re  say- 
ing in the Bill now, Sir, in Clause 2, subsection (c) which is 
going to amend Section 149 is that where any payment is 
made pursuant to the provisions of this subsection - and 
Your Honour will realise that that particular section is the 
one which gives the Government power to pay out of the 
Treasury of this island grants for the reduction of the rates 
of the three District Councils ..................... 

We know from the recent visit of the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, the Right Honourable lain McLeod, that 
wherever the words "Governor-in-Executive Committee" 
appear in the legislation of this island, there shall be sub- 
stituted "the Cabinet", and the particular Minister in 
charge of a Department will exercise al l  the functions of the 
Cabinet. That is one of the consequential amendmentswhich 
will have to be made to the constitutional get-up of this is- 
land If they do not know it.1 am telling them now. (Hon. D. 
D. GARNER: Repeat that; 1 didnot hear.)The hon. member 
can ask his informer to tell him. 

The Section reads a s  follow%- 
"Where any payment is made pursuant to the provisions 

of subsection (2) of this section", that is section 199, "the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee may direct that the 
amount of the contribution, o r  such partthereof a s  he may 
determine, received by a Council shall be applied by the 
Coundl for the purpose of relieving to such extent a s  the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee may direct, the amounts 
of the rates payable in respect of hereditaments of such 
c lass  and of such rateable value a s  he may direct o r  the 
amount of the trade taxes payable in respect of taxable in- 
comes of such class of traders and of such amount a s  he 
may direct, and in that event the Coundlin receipt of such 
contribution shall apply the same or, a s  the case may be, 
such prt thereof accordingly without varying the amount 
per dollar of any rate o r  trade tax to be made by the Coun- 
cil." 

All we have to say about this is that, whereas before 
relief was conditioned by your satisfying the rating authori- 
ty that you were  unable to pay on the grounds of poverty, 
this now makes it competent for any group of lobbyists, any 
pressure groups o r  any adherents of the political Party, to 
approach the Governor-in-Executive Committee and say: 
"We want you to give us exemption; so send a man to the 

F Councils, City Council or  District Councils, to say we a r e  
not to pay all, o r  any o r  only such part of the rate." That 
is all  it amounts to. (Hon. M. E. COX: As far  a s  your men- 
tality goes.) It is better to have a mentality like mine than 
no mentality a t  all.Ifl may dealwith that Minister, he goes 
around the housing schemes telling people he hasput them 
in these houses; he telephones the Director of Public Works 

h- 
and tells him whom to employ, a s  well a s  the Director of 
Highways and Transport. 

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of order. We a l l  have the 
experience of the hon. member for some time now, and we 

know the hon. member cannot speak the truth even by mis- 
take. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now the hon. member shouldwithdraw 
those words. 

Hon. M. E. m: 1 willwithdraw thosewordq but I am 
not going to give way to him. 

Mr. BARROW: 1 will not allow points of order to be 
madetthe occasion for personal abuse of mernbers.1 do not 
think Your Honour Bhould allow it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no question of my allowing 
any hon. member to rise on a point of order a s  a means of 
insulting or offending another hon. member. 1 am surprised 
that the hon. junior member for St. John got on his  feet and 
said so, because, when the hon. member saidwhat he did, I 
asked that the words be withdrawn. The hon. member cer- 
tainly cannot forget that so soon. I willask the hon. senior 
member for  St. Michael who was still on a point of order, I 
presume, not to effect that tone of speechwhich savours of 
Such disorder. 

Hon. M E. m X :  1 wouldlikethehon. member to state 
any time o r  any occasion on which l have ever asked any 
Head of Department for any jobfor anybody.1 deny empha- 
tically ever having done such. There is no Director o r  any- 
body in any Department o r  anywhere in my Ministry that 
1 have ever asked for any job for anybody. 
2.45 p.m. 

Mr. BARROW: The hon. member has never asked; he 
has to14 not necessarily the Headsof theDepartmentq but 
the subordinates whom to employ in certain jobs. The De- 
partments which 1 talkedabout a r e  the Highway sand Trans- 
port Department and the Public Works Department. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, 1 riseon a point of or- 
der. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will not allow these interruptions just 
for the sake of interruption. When objection is being taken 
to what an hon. member who is on his  feet is saying, the 
hon. member must be allowed a t  least the opportunity of 
finishing his  sentence, o r  a t  least to get to the theory of 
what he is saying. Then the hon. member who wants to put 
a point of order would be allowed to stand on his feet and 
make his point of order. The idea of a member getting on 
his feet because he has heardtwo or three words out of or- 
der  when the rest  may be just aswell out of order, is out of 
place. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, 1 rise on a point of or- 
der. The hon. junior member for St. John said that he knows 
of an occasion when I telephoned a Head of a Department, 
the Director of Public Works Department, and instructed 
him to take on a particular person. These a r e  statements 
which you must nail in the head at the moment. All these 
malicious, lying, insinuating expressions you have to nail 
them in the head on the spot. He is not going to get away 
with anything. Let him say where andwhenand a t  what time. 

Mr. BARROW: Since he has attacked me, I will give a 
reply and pass on. Trevor Maynard, S. John. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is quite out of order. 
The hon. member will only be allowed to continue his speech 
on the matter which is before the House. 

Mr. BARROW: I t  seems a s  if 1 willhave to exercise a 
great amount of restraint in this House. 

Hon. M. E. COX: You better had. 

Mr. BARROW: Let me go on. 1 am opposed to this kind 
of legislation because it is the philosophy of personal poli- 
tics, where you a r e  trying to centralise power more and 
more in the hands of afew CabinetMinisters. That is not a 
democratic principle. TheHon. Minister of Trade hasinter- 
rupted with personal abuse whenever 1 say so. Why has he 
taken i t  so? It is there for everyone to see. 



Hon. M. E. COX: You cannot help. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would just like towarnthe hon. mem- 
ber again to desist from being personal. 

Mr. BARROW: If you do not want me to deal with him, 
Mr. Speaker, you had better deal with him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know i f  hon. members are  ex- 
periencing the heat of this summer and a s  a result want a 
holiday a s  from today. If hon. members reply to each other 
in the vein they seem to be in today, I will promise them 
within the next two or three hours a holiday, but not inside 
the House. One cannot allow this sort of thing in this House 
of Assembly. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, l am saying that i t  is a 
philosophy of personal politics. Weekafter week, when there 
a re  26,000 unemployed in this island and grave problems 
confronting the masses of the people who a re  unfortunate 
to exist under the benighted leadershipof thatGovernment, 
when there is growing illiteracy, whenchildrenarenot be- 
ing able to get in secondary schools, all that that Govern- 
ment is doing is to bring down this nonsensical legislation 
and expect us to entertain it. I t i s  unfortunate that there is 
no enlightened public opinion or an impartial press which 
would have the courage to demonstrate the ignorance and the 
folly and the lack of public leadership which this Govern- 
ment is giving the people. If the hon. member wants to get 
up and oppose me, let him get up anado so. 1 do not see any 
reason why parliamentary debate should be reducedtothis 
level. Unfortunately, we have people sent into this Chamber 
because they exercise this system of patronage; and this 
Bill is another attempt to patronise a section of the com- 
munity perhaps to the dereliction of other sections of the 
community. 

When I spoke of my knowledge'of whatthe Public Works 
Department was being used for, it was only an illustration 
of what 1 was saying of patronage. Al l  that happens in the 
Public Works Department, the Highways Department and 
even in housing schemes; and it has extended to the point 
where the Premier himself interferes with the public Ser- 
vice Commission. The Attorney General is going to resign 
because of that. The Hon. Premier tells the Public Service 
Commission whom to appoint. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS Mr. Speaker,l rise on a 
point of order. I do not have to deny that.The hon. member 
ha S spoken and the hon. member knows that he speaks the 
truth, so I do not have to deny it. 

Mr. BARROW: 1 thank the Hon. Premier for giving the 
Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour, the lie. The Hon. 
Premier has assured the House that I speak the truth. I t  
is a fact thatthese thingsgo on.l held these things back for 
a long time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It may be quite interesting and it may 
be even something else for hon. membersto be indulging in 
this kind of thing, but it is not pertinent to the House, now 
considering thisamendment to the LocalGovernment Act, to 
hear or  to be amused by suchinformation.1 know that hon. 
members can indulge in that to their hearts' content at dif- 
ferent times of the year, but certainly the proper thing to 
do, i f  hon. members want to serve the public interest in this 
way, is to deal with it specifically by a Resolution or by 
some authorised motion. This is not the way that it is done 
in a Parliamentary Chamber. 

Mr. BARROW: While Your Honour was speaking, the 
Hon. Minister of Trade was droppings lot of sotto W ce re- 
marks which could be heard on this side of the House. I 
know where my inheritance comes from which is something 
more than he knows. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the hon member sit awhile. The 
hon. member may have been justifiably aroused or interes- 
ted by sotto W cc remarks made by the Hon. Minister of 
Trade while I was addressingtheHouse.1 regret that those 
remarks made in as0 tbo W ce manner were so audible a s  to 

reach hon. members' ears. Had they reached mine, I would 
be on my feet andwould have toldthe Hon. Minister that that 
was unbecoming in  thisHouse. Aait  happened, 1 did not hear 
them; my interest was in what 1 was saying, in letting my 
remarks reach the e a r s  of the hon. junior member for St. 
John because i t  is my wish -&I hope i t  is the wish of 
hon. members too - that this debate should be concluded 
in a peaceful manner. 1 will do all i n  my power to see that 
is so, but I can only do i t  with the aid and assistance of al l  
hon. members of thisHouse. I t  can only be done under those 
conditions. 
8.59 p.m. 

Mr. BARROW: I t  has reached a stage that, after all of 
these Local Government ~ c t s  from 1953 onwards to 1958, 
when a l l  of them were enshrined in the Statute Law and 
passed by both Qlambers, they found that the Act was not 
perfect and they had to bring downMr. Wghtburn. The Acts 
having been gone through with a fine tooth comb and finally 
codified and consolidated by the Act of 1958, we now find 
a new principle being introduced in the relationship be- 
tween Local Government and Central Government whereby 
the divine right of granting relief is impinged upon in so 
far  a s  it is exercised by the rating authority. The Gov- 
ernment is arrogating to itself the dght  to say who should 
pay taxes and who should not pay taxes; and 1 say that that 
is contrary to the constitutional relationship which hitherto 
has existed in democratic countries, particularly in the 
British Empire, between Local and Central Government, 
and td the historical development on which our own insti- 
tutions are  based. That is contrary to the acknowledged 
principles and tradition, although tradition itself is no 
recommendation, but there is a tradition inherent in the 
rule of law that a Government interferes in such depart- 
ments of the economy a s  are  necessary for the succesful 
development of the well-being of all. I t  is also important 
and inherent in the democratic principle that there should 
be a s  wide a s  possible an allocation of a l l  powers so that 
we do not creep stage by stage, with ever-increasing 
rapidity, towards the state of centralised dictatorship. 

The only rationale of the Billisthat the Ministers want 
more personal power in their hands. They do not like'the 
Mayor of Bridgetown, which is clear from the pronounce- 
ments and mispronouncements on the facts. They do not 
like the Bridgetown City Council because it is not con- 
trolled by them, and they want to dictate to them that they 
have a moral duty within the Local Government area, that 
they should give some 'kind of gubvention in lieu of the 
exemption which they enjoy a s  trustees to the public. 
They know that eventually they will have to give it, but 
they want to give i t  to be applied for political purposes. 
1 am not mincing any matters; they would like to take away 
freedom of speech.The scurrilous way in which they abuse 
members of the Opposition is an indication that they resent 
any facts being brought to the public. 

I t  is true that they have control of the daily news- 
paper of the island because nothing detrimental to the 
Government of this island or to the Barbados Labour 
Party on issues, no matter how far-reaching and impor- 
tant i t  may be to the welfare and salvation of the inhab- 
itants of the island, is allowed to spoil the beauty and 
immaculate presentation of the filth which appears in that 
journal. In the Press, the people can be regaled with ar -  
ticles on sexual aberrations, but never with any criticism 
of the Government. That is the fare to which the public 
is tz-eatedinthepressof tNsialand Day after day we come 
in here and make pronouncements on matters which a re  of 
vital importance to the rule of law and the exercise of the 
democratic rights of the public, but nothing is said about 
these mattersin the Press. We have to repeat these matters 
to the point of teditnn s o  a s  to make sure that there is one 
record to which posterity will have recourseandthat there 
there are  no omissionsfrom that recordwhenwe hold them 
up for examination in ages to come to show whether we 
a r e  aware or unaware of our constitutional rights. 

Mr. Speaker, this amendment to the Act is an attempt 
to carry the philosophy of personal polidcs a step further, 
to make i t  appear to the members of the public that even 



sr 
,-- 

when relief is given in Local Government taxes in  any 
of the Councils, you must go to  theMinisters  and get them 
to create  a category and say, "You made this category 
and you must give u s  relief." This  matter  can be carr ied 
to ridiculous extremes. Let us  say that a Conservative 
Government comes into power. A Government which is 
more conservative than the present Labour Government can 
harkly be envisaged, but if a Government which is more 
conservative than the present Labour Government came 
into power, they may say that allmerchantswho have been 
assessed on more than f 10,000 profit should not pay any 
local government taxes. The merchants could advance 
a very good reason, they could say that they a r e  paying 
405% company taxes already, o r  they may bring forward 
some such platitudinous excuse. 

In  conclusion, 1 should like to say that the principle 
of local government taxation has always been fixed on a 
p m  rata basis. You have an assessment  - a big asses-  
ment for  a small man. I cannot remember if the hon. 
senior member fo r  St. Pete r  also made the suggestion, 
but the suggestion was made on the floor of this House 
by the late lamented junior member for  the City, Mr. 
A. E. S Lewis, that there should be a system of pro- 
gressive taxation for  Local Government a s  well, and 
companies should have a flat ra te  and they could hardly 
have relief from that. They pay taxes on profits. There  
is no question of iniquity in trade tax because i t  is a tax 
on profits, but a s  f a r  a s  owners of rateable hereditarnents 
a r e  concerned, if you want to have progressive taxation, 
the fact of whichwedonotapproveis that a Minister should 
be given the right to send down a local authority and say: 
"This is the c lass  of persons to whom I am going to give 
a grant in aid; therefore do not put any taxes on them a t  
all." 

If you a r e  going to give a grant-in-aid, give i t  and let 
everybody progressively share the relief which that 
affords; but do not pick out a particular category of per- 
sons who is going to judge who is most deserving. Don't 
the Ministers have enough work to do? Who is going to 
advise them on this? What kind of machinery a r e  they 
going to use when most of them know absolutely nothing 
about Local Government taxation and Local Government 
politics a s  such? That is why they floundered around last  
year  and up to now cannot sign the ra tes  fortheNorthern 
and Southern District Councils. 

T h i s  is some five o r  six months, perhaps, af ter  the 
tax bills have gone out. Christmas is drawing near, 
and the people in  the Northern and Sourthern Districts 
do not h o w  where they stand. That is a disgraceful 
and disreputable state of affairs. If I do not vote for 
this, i t  is not because I do not want people to  get relief; 
nobody in Barbados can accuse me, who was threatened 
with prosecution for telling people in  housing a r e a s  not 
to pay the tax, who got i n  the Lower Green and told the 
City Council how to ease  the burden on householders, 
of not wanting to give some kind of relief to the over- 
burdened taxpayers of this island. A s  a matter  of fact, 
I would pay eight t imes  the amount of tax i n  England a s  
1 pay in Barbados, because in  that country you get some- 
thing for  the money you contribute to Local Government. 
But down here, apart  f rom poor relief which keeps the 
Central Government i n  power because they a r e  absolved 
f rom the responsibility,- the person who is keeping this 
Government in power is the Mayor of Bridgetown by spend- 
ing $1 million in  poor relief. People would have had a 
revolution long ago had they realised where the burden is 
being imposed and from which direction i t  is coming. 

Mr. MOTI'LEY: Mr. Speaker, 1 would just like to  add 
my quota. 1 would say a t  the beginningthat I a m  not going t o  
argue in here who should have credit fo r  this and who 
should have credit for  that. 1 a m  sufficiently competent, 
capable and knowledgeable upon this Local Government 
subject to  argue convincingly. When i t  comes towho should 

Z be given credit f o r  anything, o r  however the Government 
might go around this, to me  they have the power and if they 
want to  pass  this, they can pass it. 

What the hon. junior member f o r  St. John said just 
now is absolutely correct .  Government must bear  in  mind 
that they will not always govern. My Party will  not always 
run the City Council; I am not a fool to think so. You can 
pass  a l l  the legislation you want to  do now; i t  may do some 
harm, but what the hon. member said is correct .  There 
is an existing section in the Local Government Act which 
gives power for  tax relief. 

Mr. Speaker, I arn not going to reci te  what was  said 
already. I understand that my colleague, the hon. junior 
member fo r  Christ Church, has  already made the position 
of the City Council clear.  Whether the members  of the 
Government like o r  dislike me, that is a matter  for  them. 
I have not worried about thatforthe past twenty years, and 
1 have been going on; I a m  still  enjoying health, and 1 a m  
more interested in that than anything else. Under the Local 
Government Act the Government can give a grant to the 
Local authorities. A s  you know, Sir, the Government last  
year gave a grant to the two other areas ,  but they did not 
give the Municipality a grant. 

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of order. I thought the 
member would have said that the City Council did not 
apply for a grant. Grants  were applied for  by the Northern 
and Sourthern Councils, but up to now, so f a r  a s  I know, 
the City Council has  not applied. 

Mr. MOTI'LEY: Mr. Speaker, l wonder why the hon. 
member got up. 1 only make speeches i n  my way; 1 speak 
a s  1 feel, and 1 have never been dictated to a s  to how I 
should speak. What I said is a s  c lea r  a s  a pikestaff. I 
am repeating that the Government gave the other two a r e a s  
a grant and did not give the Bridgetown City Council. l go 
further and say that the Government actually toldthe other 
two Councils to  apply for  a grant. That came out in  the 
Press;  so 1 have not made any untrue statement. 

Mr. Speaker, a s  the hon. member said, th i s  Bill seeks 
to give them a little personal power. Sometimes people 
say to  me that they wonder i f  I were in Government what 
would be my position, and what1 woulddo; but 1 just smile, 
nod my head and go ahead. I t  is a question of the survival 
of the fittest. Some schocksnever get cushioned; there were 
no shock absorbers  i n  this, and these gentlemen have not 
been able to apprise themselves of what is happening. I t  
is peculiar, Mr. Speaker, but you know quite well enough 
that kings a r e  made by people and kings a r e  destroyed by 
,people; dictators a r e  also made by people and destroyed 
by people, and Governments a r e  made and destroyed by 
people. 
3.15 p.m. 

Just before1 camein  here, one member - I am not s u p  
posed to cal l  his name - said to me: "When a l l  is said and 
done, when we a l l  sit  down, we know that this form of 
Local Government is something which we have to do and that 
the old Vestry system was  outmoded." I said a few days 
ago that 1 held out the "Olive  ranch", but let i t  not be 
believed that I said s o  because one ha i r  in  my head was 
afraid. 1 said so really i n  the interest of getting something 
workeable. Do not le t  the Government fool themselvesthat 
1 a m  in any way afraid. What hashappened is that the Gov- 
ernment is afraid of admitting that that form of valuation 
does not altogether relieve those people to  whom relief 
should be given. I t  was strongly supported by Mr. Julian 
Mahon of Lion Castle that their method of relieving i n  the 
Northern and Southern Districts on the las t  occasion was  
one which caused about $90,000 of the money they provided 
to go into the hands of the big landowner. It did not go into 
the hands of the small taxpayer. The  hon. senior member 
for  5. James  himself did not see that. 

Sir, you have to do something like this, but this  is not 
the way to do it. 1 argued then that you were giving $100,000 
and odd to the Northern and Southern a r e a  of which amount 
Won Castle and Edgehill were getting the greatest amount 
of reiief,lock, stock and barrel.  They were  the people who 
got more relief than anybody else. Your Attorney General 
and your financial adviser  would not accept what1 said. 
Now that you have seen your e r ror ,  you come along and 



say: "Wewant to see that your rate  is going to be 16 cents 
o r  18 cents and if we give to  you $100,000, we want to see 
the rate  on property owners much lower indeed." 

Sir, you know how the general ra tes  a r e  laid in the 
ru ra l  areas. Eighty percent of the taxes in  the Southern 
a r e a  a r e  paid by fifteen percent of the people and the other 
twenty percent of the taxes a r e  paid by eighty-five percent 
of the people. I said that in  the Lower Green, and the Gov- 
ernment pooh-poohed my remarks. 1 argued that right on 
the floor of this House when you were passing this  Re- 
solution to give those two a r e a s  a subvention. What did 
I say? 1 said that youwere givingtax relief to  the Barbados 
Shipping and Trading Company which owned the Bulkeley 
group of plantations. That Company was payingthe majority 
of taxes, therefore, you were giving the majority of that 
money to them. I said then that that was the wrong way to 
do it. I am not going to accuse Government by saying that 
you did it, a s  the hon. memberhasjust  said, for  somebody 
to come to you with cap  in handand ask a favour. What the 
hon. member who has  just sat down said, is right. I con- 
tended then that you did i t  the wrong way; and I most re- 
spectfully contend that you a r e  still  doing i t  the wrong way. 
You do not think so but when we go to the public and explain, 
they a r e  going to hear my argument and they will hear 
yours. 

I have observed that a member ofthe Northern Council 
gave notice of a motion and, a s  l read i t  in the newspaper, 
I thought that i t  had emanated from one of the Ministers of 
Government because i t  was so sensiblea thingto do. I said 
in  here that that motion must have come from a Minister. 
I said that that member has  seen the light of day by putting 
forward that motion. 

What is the position today? The LocalGovernment Act 
says that you must rate  everybody in Barbadoswho lives,in 
a house that isvalued to $125whichis roughly $10 a month. 
If, however, you rent  the house i t  does not matter; you 
do not pay the rate. The Government has never seen the 
wisdom of even. asking us to make a suggestion. You have 
not been decent enough to ask  us  where the burden lies, 
where most of the applications for tax relief come from. In 
this island with 48,200 houses, you have close on 26,000 in 
the Municipality. You do not want to ask me, but l can 
tell  you. Surely, there a r e  some hon. members  over on that 
side to whom I can tell  it. 

You have brought in  an Act but you have not read it 
thoroughly. 1 am going to prove i t  to you. You come i n  with 
this amendment to Section 199 of the Local Government 
Act to say when the Councils a r e  given the money, the way 
in which that money must go. Now, tax relief can be granted 
by a Finance Committee. That is provided for, a l l  over 
the w o r l 4  but what have you done now? Why give Dowding 
Estates  Limited, the Shipping and Trading Company, 
Musson, Son and Company, Mr. "Josh" Haynes, Mr. U s l e  
Ward and others like those relief, and pin your burden down 
on the small man? If you have broughtthis Bill to ease the 
small man, the way in which you have drafted i t  is wrong. 
The bulk of the people who send in fo r  tax relief a r e  the 
people who were not rated before, and the reason why they 
a r e  rated now, is because of your method of assessment. 
At present, your system says that if I own six perches 
of land which is about 2,000 square feet, with a 12'x 8' 
house on it, 1 will have to  pay taxes. According to your 
system of rating, that house with that li t t le land is rated 
because it comes to about $126 annual income; but my 
colleague on my left owns a two-roofed house on rented 
land next door to  that, and because i t  is on rented land, In 
the opinion of the Valuation Officer, i t  is not of annual 
value of $10; therefore, i t  is not rated. If we go through 
your ra te  books, we will find several thousands of these 
c a s e s  within the Municipality. 1 have not said that the 
Municipality contains a l l  of the houses:but 1 say that more 
than half of the houses a r e  in the Municipality and, a s  a 
result,  we should pay some regard to that. 
3.25 p.m. 

You have got to  get money with which to nm the area; 
you must look a f t e r  the poor and so on. Originally, the 
old Conservatives were hard, were they? But they said, 

"Out of sugar, we will make money." The only land which 
w a s  exempted was land which was planted in trees. You 
have to ca r ry  on your Inf irmary and so on. You exempt 
a l l  you can, but those who a r e  strong must bear  the infir- 
mit ies  of theweak. You say that we can own a l l  of Bawdens, 
and those a c r e s  a r e  valueless a s  f a r  a s  agricultural land 
is concerned. You have to run the area still; you let these 
people go free whereas other people have to pay for it. 
1 say that i t  is your solemn duty to ra i se  the exemptions 
since your valuation list stands for five years .  

The P r e m i e r  once said that they would go into this 
matter  of the valuation, but 1 know that that could not be 
done unless you amended the Act. I t  h a s  been often 
said to us  in this House that theHouse can do anything ex- 
cept to make a man into a woman. The cor rec t  thing to do 
i n  this  matter  would be to pass  legislation having for  i t s  
object the raising of the exemptions. Originally under the 
1911 Act property was valued a t  $3.00; the value is greater  
now. The house which you rented a t  $10.00 a month is now 
rented a t  $30.00 a month and therefore your exemptions 
must be increased. That is obvious. 1 saw that a notice to 
that effect wasgivenat oneof the Councils and 1 said, "Now 
you a r e  seeing the light of day." 

The Hon. P r e m i e r  knows that under the old system, 
you had a five-year average on which you could rely. 1 
want to  say that if this is the advice which you have been 
given by Sr John Maude andMr. Lightburn, well, follow it; 
but there is other advice which you do not follow. Directors 
a r e  now allowed to draw $500 a month, and if ten Directors 
draw this amount, you must still run the parish; and whence 
a r e  you going to get the money with which to run the parish 
if you do not pass  on the burden to other people? If the bur- 
den fal ls  heavily on these people you cannot say, "We a r e  
sorry that the burden has  fallen on these people" and then 
suggest that this  is the way to deal wth it. T h i s  might be 
the political way of doing it, but i t  is not the scientific way. 
The members  of theGoveniment often say that they will fol- 
low the practice which obtains in  England and in other 
places, butwhenit comes to doing that i n  Barbados they will 
bring fonvard a hybrid because they think they can spite 
the people in  the City Council. 

Mr. Speaker, this is allnonsense. Have you ever  heard 
of anybody trying to get somebody else  in a hole o r  a cesspit 
unless he himself gets  down there? What about an equalisa- 
tion grant? Youcannot say: "I am goingto take these names 
and these a r e  those whom I will relieve without affecting the 
rate"; there is a difference between whatisbefore us  now 
and tax relief; i n  the case of tax relief, that is dealt with 
by the members  of the Finance Committee. While you a r e  
relieving persons who a r e  paying taxes below suchand-such 
a figure, will you tel l  me  rhata big taxpayer is not a small 
one too? Have you taken the trouble to find out where this 
burden has been most hardly felt? You have not taken the 
trouble to do that, but you merely come down here and ask  
u s  to  agree to amend this Act. 

In  a matter of this sort, i t  is to be done by way of an 
equalisadongrant. If you feel that the services  in  the a r e a  
of the North and of the South, such a s  sanitation and other 
se rv iceq  should be set up to the standard of the Municipal 
a r e a  where you collect more taxes, if you think that the 
standard should be the same, then you have every right to 
give an equalisation grant. You can e a n n a r k  a grant fo r  
equalisation purposes. Do you think that the grant in the 
a r e a  of the North o r  the South shouldbe any l e s s  than in the 
Municipality? I do not think so because i t  takes a person no 
l e s s  to live i n  the North o r  in the South than it takes to  live 
i n  the Munfcpality. *4b, 

T h i s  section 199 of the Local Government Act was  
mrdcula r ly  put in here s o  a s  to  give you the ladtude for  
doing what should be done. lf you would look a t  the Secdon 2 
of this Bill which amends Section 199 of the Act you will 
find that i t  says this in the new Subsection to be numbered 
*'(4}":- 

"Where any payment is made pursuant to  thepro- 
visions of subsection (2) of this Secdon, the Governor- 
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in-Executive Committee may direct that the amount of the 
contribution, o r  such part thereof a s  he may determine, 
received by a Council shall be appliedby the Council for the 
purpose of relieving, to such extent a s  the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee may direct, the amount of the rates 
payable in respect of hekditaments of such class andof 
such rateable value as,he may direct o r  the amount of the 
trade taxes payable in respect of taxable incomes of such 
class of traders and of such amount a s  he may direct, 
and in that event the Council in receipt of such contribu- 
tion shall apply the same or, a s  the case may be, such part 
thereof accordingly without varying the amount per dollar 
of any rate o r  trade tax to be made by the council!' 
3.35 p m .  

Mr. Speaker, if youcame alongand said you were going 
to raise the rates and instead of rating a house a t  £35 
per  annum you raisedit to El50per annum, I am sure that 
when you raised i t  youwillfindthatyou will in turn be able 
to give to the areas  a grant for the purposes of sanitation 
and public assistance. TheMinister of Trade seems to have 
taken me up on the fact that we did not ask for a grant in St. 
Michael. We did not ask for a grant, but no one would have 
expected the Hon. Minister of Trade who represents St. 
Michael to sit by and wait for us to ask for a grant. You 
would have thought that his heart would be bleeding for 
his constituents who had to pay his  heavy burden levied 
by the Municipality. ~t least the Government has three 
members in the Municipality, but 1 think it has three too 
many. (Hon. M. E. COX: You did not want it.) 

Mr. Speaker, in one breath we a re  accused of being 
Conservative, and in another breath we are  accused of 
k i n g  reckless spenders. (Hon. M. E. COX: You car- 
ried over $1/4 million.) The hon. member said that we 
carried over $1/4  million. Ask him why and who a r e  
responsible for carrying over the $1/4 million. Some 
clerk has always been able to come and say "look, they 
have carried over $1/4 million", - (Hon. M. E. COX: 
I t  is not done like that.) and therefore he feels we do 
not need it. Anyhow I would leave that for the political 
platform. I am not going to make personalities or  any- 
thing of the sort now. I prefer to deal with this a s 1  
see it. 

I believe the Deputy Mayor must already have spoken 
about it, but we wrote them five o r  six months ago. 
There is great discourtesy by the Government of Bar- 
bados to the Bridgetown City Council purely because of 
envy, malice and hatred. A year ago we wrote them 
saying that we had to pay people to collect their taxes 
for highways and so on for which we originally got 2%. 
We asked whether they would compensate us for it. 
Today, we hire four people. There has not even been 
an acknowledgment of the letter. If you wrote the Land- 
ship "Excelsior", the Admiral would send back a letter 
even if the spelling was bad; but the Government of 
Barbados has not made an acknowledgment because i t  is 
the City Council who wrote. 

The hon. member said we did not ask for a grant, 
but five months ago we wrote a letter reminding them 
that Sir John Maude and Mr. Lightburn said that 
Government should pay o r  give a grant in lieu of payment 
for al l  Government property. We feel there would be no 
point in asking them to pay for the Public Buildings, 
schools o r  social services, but we Q feel when you have 
a Chief Justice in a house from which you a r e  collecting 
rent a s  well a s  the landwhichyouare buying day after day, 
you should pay for those things. Only on the eve of dis- 

e 
cusmng the Minutes did they rush off a letter to say that 
,they were considering the letter. The Government of 
Barbados cannot accuse me of receiving a letter from the 
Premier o r  any otherMinisterwhether1 like o r  dislike him 
and not replying. I always direct all employees of the City 
Council to acknowledge with courtesy any commimication 
from any man. 

+ Mr. Speaker, they have five months to tell us 
whether they have al l  the Housing Authority property 
valwd. I must say in passing that what the Hon. Minister 
of Communications said is not correct in reference to the 

Attorney General advising them that they werenot to  
collect taxes on such property. I would like to tell him 

what happened. We do not rake the Attorney General's 
opinion; we have our legal advisers. Properties were rated 
and bills sent out; so when the Minister of Trade said 
that they did not collect $250,000 in taxes on properties 
through rates because the Inland Revenue Department 
was advised that they could be rated, l do not wantto 
place any blame too heavily on the legal department. 
After the bills were sent out, the Secretary of the 
Housing Board, acquainted with the Act a s  he is, drew 
our attention to the fact that certain people could not 
be rated o r  one cent collected. We were quite surprised 
when i t  was drawn to our notice and we asked our legal 
adviser who himself did not realiseit. Everybody was look- 
ing at the Local Government Act. I understand that the 
Department responsible for rating was told that it could 
rate. Only when Mr. Lashley got the bill he advised us  to 
look under the Housing ~ u i o r i t y  Act and see that they 
were exempt from taxation. 

As a matter of fact, Government had no trouble 
doing this a t  all* because with the Valuation Officers 
a t  their disposal, they could have asked me for a list 
which I c x l d  have given them in OHO days. All they 
had to do was to get the necessary assessment on all the 
property within the municipal area, and i f  the rate was 
going to be 4 cents, 10 cents o r  12 cents in the dollar, 
that is what we would have passed on to them. 1 do not 
expect you to pass rates for schools, but if you buy land 
and you give no subvention of any sort, and if the Gov- 
ernment, Mr. Speaker, in their new system of valuation 
give al l  these exemptions to the big taxpayers and to 
pioneer industry - a s  a matterof fa( : the only tax we can 
get from pioneer industries is by way of property - 
money must come from somewhere. 
3.45 p.m. 

If, Mr. Speaker, they can give a l l  these exemptions 
to Pioneer Industries and to people who a r e  living on Gov- 
ernment property, i t  iscommonsense, i t  is second standard 
arithmetic, that if youmust have 5200 to spend and by those 
exemptions you have reduced the sources from which you 
could get that amount to $150, obviously, you must create 
a greater burden on the people who must pay i t  o r  you must 
give a subvention. 

Up to now, you have not oaid thatthe City Council was 
extravagant. I know that the Hon. Minister of Trade is too 
shrewd a politician to say that. Up to now, you hear al l  this 
talk about buying votes and about givingthe people this and 
that, but the Government is too wise tointerfere. The hon. 
senior member for St. James spoke the truthwhen he said 
that the whole thing wants scrapping and throwing into the 
sea. However, it  is our duty to co-operate and get Local 
Government working. The members of theGovernment up to 
now have not been able to make any fun a t  the City Council. 
We have tried to get it working; therefore, if they have re- 
fused to give us a subvention, to give us anything for the 
property which they have taken away from us, what do you 
expect? 

I said last year that even whenyoureduced your rates 
to the percentage it is today, those persons who have 
been asking for tax relief, those personswhoare crying out 
over their taxes, even by this reduction, their taxes will 
still be o r  70% higherthanwhatit was in 1958. This is 
because your valution has increased tremendously. The 
hon. junior member for St. John said that he did not think 
anybody was overvalued. That i s a  matter for him. 1 repre- 
sent the City of Bridgetown and I will see to it that I keep 
my seat in the City. He represents the parish of St. John. 
Even with your reduction, the people's taxes a r e  still going 
to be 5% or  75% more and itis because of your valuation. 
Your valuation had to go up and your expenditure in the 
municipal area has increased year after year. Nothing re- 
mains stagnant. 

I wonder what the Hon. Minister of Trade, the Minister 
of Agriculture and the Hon. Premierwould say if our expen- 
diture had remained a t  $l million over all this period of 
years. They would have destroyed us. They would have said 
that the Conservatives did not want to help the people. Now 



that you are  spending money, they say that you a re  getting 
reckless. 

We have sent our Estimates to you and you have not 
taken out any of the reckless expenditure which you talk 
about. You took nearly five months to go through our Esti- 
mates. The Estimates of this island, Mr. Speaker, a re  
usually placed before us during the middle of February and 
we a r e  asked to finish them within three weeks; but the 
Estimates of the City Council went before the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee and they took five months before they 
sent them back to us. You say, "Oh these diehards, they a re  
either not spending too much o r  they a r e  spending too 
much!" (L w g h t e r ) .  

In passing, I want to say this hereand now. The letter 
which we received in this respect came from the office of 
the Hon. Premier. I am going to be charitable in this re- 
spect, and say theHon. Premier shouldbe better advised a t  
times. We received a letter from your office telling us that 
wherever the word "etc." occurred, it should be deleted. 
1 am sure that hadtheHon. Premier looked into the Govern- 
ment's Estimates, he would have seen that under every 
Head, we hadfollowed step by stepwhat the Government has 
done and he would not have made that error.  

Throughout the Government's Estimates for last year 
a t  no point have you seen itemscomlng under "Incidental" 
itemised. If I may draw an example, under the Head "Mental 
Hospital", there is the item "Incidentals" for which $4,700 
is voted and the note to it saysthat it includes for Account 
Books, Manuscript Books and Registers, Postage etc., 
Christmas Festivities. Provision for cigarettes, tobacco 
etc. Yet the Government wants to ask the City Council, a s  
far  a s  incidentals a r e  concerned, toitemise themand show 
them where the expenditure lies. 

1 will not change anytNnginourEstimates.Al1 that the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee has to do is not to send 
them back. We have had a showdown already and we will 
have a showdown again. 

Mr. Speaker, I am not going to vote for this Bill a s  it 
stands. 1 believe this is the wrong approach. According to 
the hon. junior member for Christ Church, they have done 
it in this way because they believe that in this way they can 
hold the power in their hands. 

You are  passing legislation for posterity. I have al- 
ways said in here thatwhatevergoesupcomes down. If you 
pass this legislation a s  i t  is, you may be removed from 
your position tomorrow and by such an event, this would be 
put in the hands of another Government. That Government 
may very well say: "Cancel this class of taxpayers." In 
other words, that can happen if you have a diehard Gov- 
ernment. Do not argue that things a r e  impossible. All 
things a re  possible with God. You are  not passing legis- 
lation for your party in power. You cannot pass legisla- 
tion to say that a body can direct the class of taxpayer 
from which you must relieve the tax. I repeat that this is 
not the way to doit.Ithasto be done by wayof anequalisa- 
don vote or getting your statistics in all three Wards. 

You a re  becoming panicky. Can you rememberwhen you 
were going around holding your meetings that you said 
that 1 was the person who was doing this and that? What is 
really necessary I s  for the Hon. Premier to get from the 
three Wards the type, the classes, the number and in what 
capacity the increased taxation has been effecting a hard- 
&p on the taxpayers. 1 am sure thatwhen you get this in- 
formation. you will increase your exemptions. 

1 have not seen before me, a t  leastin any large propor- 
tion. any people who were carrying on trade or any people 
in big buainess who were asking for rellef from paying 
their taxes. 
3.55 p.m. 

Ninety-five percent of the applications for tax relief 
a r e  from people who.fee1 the burden; and if  you get these 
statistics from the three areas  you should amend your 
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Act to increase your exemptions and you will be relieving 
these people who a r e  least able to pay. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, a Bill of thisnature is a 
simple one but it gives one the opportunity to review some- 
thing which i s  new. The Local Government Actis  new. I do 
not propose to take the line which the hon. junior member 
for St. John has taken,northatwhichthe hon. senior mem- 
ber for the City has taken; they have taken a long time to 
make the salient points in thisBill.1 would excuse the hon. 
senior member for the City who spoke in his capacity of 
Mayor. The community must understand the type of demo- 
cracy which allows the Party in power to work against the 
interest of the community on occasions when you have to 
examine it. When you think of the few people who make 
up the Parry, it does not necessarily mean that they a re  
possessed of all the wisdom todoallthe right things a t  the 
right time. 

At  th is  s tage ,  Mr. SPEAKER left de Choir ond Mr. 
DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 was going on 
to say that sometimes we expect too much from human 
nature in these things. Unless we a re  prepared to make a 
very brutal analysis of the situation, we cannot get to i t  
correctly. The Hon. Premier introduced this Bill but he 
showed a lack of knowledge and a lack of awareness of the 
very Bill which he was introducing. This isan  age of Party 
politics, and i f  i t  had not been for Party politics, the Prem- 
i e r  would not have been Premier either by referendum o r  
by popular vote. That is one of theevils and disadvantages 
of Party politics. He is the Premier without the breadth o r  
real understanding of what is taking place; he is the Premier 
of a Party, a member of which has said that this whole 
Local Government Act wants burning up, because that mem- 
ber of the Party came into this thing a t  70 and he did not 
know what i t  is all about. 

When we were discussing the "Maude" Bill, one of the 
Ministers,the one who is now going out of the Chamber, 
asked the peoplenot to vote for adult 8uffrage;and he is 
one of those people who a re  administering something, the 
tenets of which he does not believe in. They a re  fighting 
against the Consematives; the Labourites a s  against the 
Whigs and Tories a re  the people who a r e  responsible for 
this type of legislation. Because you have an amorphous 
organisation of various types, you have legislation in which 
a Conservative can reign in the Municipality. Now they have 
awakened and they a r e  passlng this legislation; they have 
introduced a Bill and by their ownaction they had to intro- 
duce a Resolution on the 17th November, 1959, making a 
grant of $331,540 to two Councilsinorder that the Dowding 
Estates and the Shipping and Trading Company can receive 
money; and the Premier is now saying that he is correcting 
what he did. He  is like the boy who failed his  examination 
and when his mother asked him why he failed he said: "As 
soon a s  1 was going to pass, they stopped the workl" 

I t  is pathetic to hear the Premier of a Government say 
that he is passing something to correct, not what the hon. 
senior member for the Clty has done, but something which 
the Government has introduced. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
would not like to involve you in this matter a s  you a re  
Chairman of one of these Committees, but nine-tenths of the 
various Local Government Councils do not know the Act. I 
was not interested in Local Government, but 1 heard a t  a 
meeting members of the P a w  in power say that they were 
going to make things better for  the people, that the Old 
Vestry system was corrupt and they would relieve them. 
(Hon. M. E. COX: We said if  we got into power.) The hon. 
member says that they said they would do these things if 
they got into power, but they want tomeddle with too many 
things. The hon. senior member for the (=lty cannot hold my 
philisophy; 1 am sorry that he is not here. He could never 
hold the same philosophy a s  1, because he  istoosteepin 
Conservatism. However, what he is nmnbg in the city 
Council is superior towhat the members of the Govenrment 
have done. They have entrenched in powerall the tenets of 
Conservotimn because they have producedin the~unicipnli-  
ty a manwho undermndswhatthey have passed even better 



,C than they who brought i t  forward l am not sitting in my own 
democratic rights and allowing the country to be gradually 
diminished and reduced in status to a position of stupidity 
when we can stop it. 
4.05 p.m. 

Today. we had a classic example of the Premier in 
introducing a Bill like this speaking about thisas if he had 
been to some fairy land and was told something by the 
fairies about this Bill, and has now come back to tell ue 
about this Bill, and that the Addendum says that this is to 
correct something. What is this to correct? This is not to 
change the rates, because the rates remain. He does not 
know what he is talkingabout.The fundamental thing is that 
this is based on valuation and the rates. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, what the hon. junior member for 
g. James did not know is that the old time Vestry parish 
pump politics which existed in the past couldnot keep pace 
with what is taking place today. The Local Government 
situation has changed. Instead of valuing property nowjust 
a s  Sir John Maude said,on the oldacreage basis which was 
anachronistic in an age like this, youhaveput i t  on values. 
As the hon. senior member for the City has pointed out, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker,?f a man in Tent Bay in your constituency 
lives in an 18' X 12' and thevalue of the house in 1939 was 
$100, $200, $300 or $400, and you exempted him from taxa- 
tion, today the value of that house is $1,000; so you can go 
to the Housing Authority and take your own example. You 
lend a man $1,600 a s  a maximum at  the Housing Authority, 
maybe to build a 16' X 9' house or one big one-roof house; 
that man living in that type of house 20 years ago was 
exempted from tax. He is not the man to tax today, because 
the value of his property is like the value of anything you 
wear today. A pair of shoes today will cost more than a 
pair of shoes twenty years ago, but i t  covers the same ten 
toes; thereforewhatitisdoingisthe same. A man is getdng 
the same shelter, Mr. Deputy Speaker; so when you value 
hie house and ask him to pay taxes when he should be 
exempted from doing so, you are  putting him back where 
he started. 

The other aspect of this question, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
is not only the incident of taxation but how heavily i t  is 
going to fall on those most able to bear it. In the past, all  
land was valued, but now you say only certain arable land 
and rab land; therefore, i t  means that you have cut off 
valuation on some land. If you take an analysis of land 
owners h Barbados, you will findthatitis divided between 
the big owners. Small people in Barbados do not own land. 
The small land owner in Barbados is like the proverbial 
mosquito on the rump of a rhinoceros. 

I do not think 1 was in this Chamber when you debated 
the Resolution for $331,000; I happened to have left the is- 
land, but while on that, 1 am going to take this opportunity 
to say what I would have said then. When you came with this 
Resolution for $33l,OOO to give relief to people who normally 
would not qualify inany context for exemption, i t  would be a 
question of having this money to run the country and there- 
fore who must p y  it. Obviously they must pay it; but what 
Q you find? The Premier introduces this today not to cor- 
rect that because i t  remains. The valuation remains. If you 
want to RmOW that you have to remove the cause. 

J 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 hada discussionthis morning in 
other quarters with the Minister of Trade in connection with 
money, and if  we in perpetuum have to look for $331,000, in 
the next ten years we will see$3million coming out of our 
revenue. We did not have to look for that before, so why 
muat we look for i t  now to run the Local Government without 
any question of reappraisal of the situation? 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I heard that some of the business- 
men in Barbados a re  asking Government to i n c r e a r ~  the 
rate of interest. Whenever you hear a man with money ask- 
ing for the rate of interest tobeincreased, it is not that he 
is at the borrowing e n d  A manwho is at the borrowing end 
of money never wants the rate increased; i t  is the man at r 
the Lsndlngendwhoasksfortherateof interest to be raised. 
If they have reached the m g e  in Barbados where they have 
so much money to lend, i t  means therefore that they a re  a 
little more prosperow after a better distrtbutlon of the 

come in a better system anda more progressive system 
E taxation. I t  means too thatpeopleinthat pasidon a re  not 
1 need of relief like the man in an 18, X 10' or the man 
enting a small bit of land. 

I agree with those speakers who said that the Govern- 
lent's task therefore is not that of wanting to know from 
ie City Council the people whom they relieve.lf the Local 
'oundls a re  bodies elected on adult franchise, you should 
e prepared to give them a subvention, and the checks and 
alances by the Legislature should protect you against the 
rpe of extravagance which you a re  likely to foresee. For 
a ample, in this Act theGowrnor-in-Executive Committee 
as power and authority to look at the rates and to acquire 
l1 the information i t  requires to determine whether these 
ocal Government Authorities a re  acting wisely.Nowl will 
D further and say that from all that went on between the 
;overnment and the City Council, i t  is patent that a conai- 
utional issue arose in Barbados on the basis of whom you 
rere going toappointasAldermen. Thewhole issue started 
n the fact that the Government in powerwas not prepared 
o accept, o r  did not accept, what would have arisen in the 
Yty in so far a s  the hon. senior member for the City and 
is group were concerned. They must not be surprised, 
ecause this is part of theGovernmentPs own creation. They 
reated an excellent climate for that and they are  creating 
lore despite the recent election. I t  is true that you had no 
eal opposition in dealing with that in my own constituency, 
nd if I were interested in Local Government, the Labour 
'arty could not have won the seat i t  won in the Northern 
onstituency based on this same type of thing. Many people 
ame to me on this issue. We do not want anyone to regard 
lis a s  a vote of confidence, because you can be fooled by 
ne election into another when certain fundamental issues 
r e  still outstanding. 
1.15 p.m. 

I t  is beyond doubt that the majority of taxpayers 
hroughout the island were somewhat incensed about this 
ystem. And they had to be. Why?They were called upon to 
lay higher taxes. This is what the Government has not 
xplained and 1 believe the City Council has not explained i t  
ither o r  any Council. The old Vestry ran a system which 
a d  not require a subvention from the Government. The 
,ocal Government has been called upon to run the same 
3ervices; no additional services have been added; Govern- 
nent has not given them schools to run or the administra- 
don of the Fire Brigade. 1 will say that in Barbados the 
City Council is performing the duties of a Borough Council. 
It has been raised to the status of a Municipality but it does 
not perform the duties of aMunlcipality. Thereis no Muni- 
cipality of which 1 have knowledge which performs such 
little duties a s  the Municipality of Bridgetown. OurMunici- 
pality is a glorified tax relief Committee o r  a glorified sub- 
Committee of the Governor-in-Executive committee. 

What is the most dangerous thing about this today, to 
those of us who have read of how Governments a re  construc- 
ted, i s  to find that you create electionsto bodies and they put 
to those bodies no functionsat all to perform. We are  getting 
away from the Colonial system. Just a s  we did not like the 
idea of the Colonial Secretary saying to uswho must come 
in here or who must go in the Other Place, we do not like 
this. Personally, I think we have reached the stage where 
Mr. McLeod or anybody who lives in England should not be 
able to tell us how to live in Barbados. 

I say to the Government that if you have reached the 
stage that youagree that there shouldbe Local Government, 
then take your place. Let Local Governmenttakeits place. 
Have your law, have your framework of the way in which 
you would like members of Local Government to run the 
system. I want to see the Premier of Barbados with full 
powers becauae I want to say to him, if he is not acting in 
the best interest of the counay, that he is no good; retire; 
go home. 1 have a similar feeling a s  regards the other 
Ministers. Formulate your policy; but when you come to 
Local Government,do not let this expensive eetup be just a 
facade of democracy. You send people to the polls to vote 
for Councillors and yet you arenot glvingthem the right to 
administer their funcdons. 

Sr, I do not agree with this Section. The Executive 
Committee, according to this, will be Ministers of this. 



Surely no Minister should want to know to whom you a re  
giving relief. What you want to say, isthat you a re  going to 
give relief to a taxpayer who has a property of a certain 
valuation and you can put that in the Act. This i s  like the 
E 5  bond which we had here, andtheHon. Minister of Trade 
knows that we had our differences about that. 

If youare satisfiedthat there are  certain hereditaments 
that should be relieved, state the value under the present 
circumstances to which you are  prepared to give relief. We 
have to do our homework.lf youwere relieving a man whose 
property was of $l,OOOvaluation, 25 yearsago, i f  that value 
is the equivalent to $1,500 today and youwant to relieve that 
same type of person, you will have toincrease your valua- 
tion for  relief to $1,500 soastoput them in the same posi- 
tion. The fines which are  imposed by Magistrates in the 
Courts today are  imposed on that same line. 

1 do not subscribe to the idea that the laying of rates 
is a very difficult job. The Government wants a simple 
method of layingrates. They want a simple method of valua- 
tion for land for the whole island. Of course, the majority 
of trade is carried on in the municipalarea, although there 
is some movement of trade in the other parts of the island. 
If the City Council had asked for a subvention, 1 feel that 
both the Government and the City Council shouldhave been 
taken in Carlisle Bay and drowned. Thecity of Bridgetown 
along with the corporate area of S. Michaelis rich enough 
to carry i t s  own. That iswhyl say that what the Hon. Prem- 
i e r  said about valuation when they were holding these meet- 
ings wasnot true. I read somethingwhich he said in Queen's 
Park about valuation but, a s  we know, making speeches is 
not part of the Premier's makeup; he is not blessed with 
that gift to make a speech, and more so, a sensible one. 
Therefore, when he said something of taxation of the whole 
island, it i s  not like income tax. 

What you are  running now in Barbados is not like the 
old Vestry system; Local Government is dividedintothree 
districts and each district car r ies i t s  own taxation. It is not 
like the Government collecting income tax to spend on the 
whole island. Manhattan is the richest place in the U.U. 
and in the whole world for that matter, yet i t  is not a big 
place; i t  is just a srnallpartofNew York. The whole of the 
United States of America can be absorbed into Texas but 
when you want money, you do not go to Texas, you go to 
Wall Street. I t  is the same thing here. The money which the 
Central Government gets from income tax in S. Michael 
can be spread to cover everybody in the island but, unfortu- 
nately, with Local Government, you cannot car ry  the money 
which you receive from Local Government taxation in St. 
Michael tarel ieve the people in St. Jamesor the Northern 
District Council. Why we cannot Q that is because the Act 
says that i t  is a local area and your taxation is based on 
the expenditure for the area. Because of that, the Govern- 
ment must have a different fiscal policy. Do not fool people 
that you can have a shopkeeper in Bawdens, St. Andrew, 
paying the same rate a s  a shopkeeper in the City because, 
in St. Andrew,thetaxationisbasedonwhat the people in St. 
Andrew want, what the people in the Northern District 
Council want. This is not vouchsafed to the gentlemen of the 
City Council. 

What 1 think the Government should think of doing is to 
give the three Councils the right to prepare parks and keep 
them in order so that a stretch of land like that in the 
Bathsheba area which looks so raggeqnot in keeping with 
the aesthetic beauty of that part of the countryside, could 
be beautified Do not wait until tourists come here, for the 
Tourist Board to tell you what you shoulddo for the tourists 
but which you have not done for the people of Barbados. 
4.25 pm.  

The majority of members of the Local Government have 
not got any work to do; they are  walking about a t  Alms- 
houses; some of them a r e  gettingfresh with the Nurses and 
they a re  carrying their freshnesstoo far. You put these men 
on a Committee so a s  to increase the travelling allowance 
and when you a re  finished, you a re  takinga sledgehammer 
to kill an ant. I should like to say that more money is dis- 
tributed by the Old Age Pensionofficersthan what some of 
these people distribute. You cannot centralise these things; 
if you centralise these things, the Ministersarenot seeing 

.r*L 
about them. I t  is the little boysin the office. As to the things a 
which come out from the Secretary of State for the Coloniea 
in these despatches, when you go to London, Barbados 
comes out on a piece of paper and somebody says that he is 
dealing with Barbados. Sometimes you see a small fry who 
i s  handling Barbados. The Colonial system has broken down 
and some people who went to London would believe that they 
went to the right hand of God. (ASIDES) It j ~ :  their genera- 
tion which has started the trouble in Africa.What happened 
with that generation is that they came back here and fitted 
into all this thing too easily instead of rebelling against it. 
They fitted into i t  like granite in sand and then you cannot 
see the granite. It is not a question of more centralisation. 
You have already centralised the carrying on of these 
things; in Barbados, small a s  i t  is, a place with 756 square 
miles of road in an area of 166 square miles, i t  is so easy 
to centralise al l  the services. 

We have centralised education, andwater tooforprac- 
tical purposes. 1 do not think we should centralise the sani- 
tary services in St. Andrew. You must give people some- 
thing to do; you must have your system but you must not 
make i t  so expensive. Some people serve on certain Boards 
in this island and they serve without payment. What I do 
feel is this: when you have the law still remaining a s  it i s  - 
I heard the Minister of Trade say or rather I saw a report 
in the newspaper, because 1 do not attend these meetings 
for the reason that people say things and you cannot reply 
to them and rather than break the law it is better for you 
to keep quiet. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 feel that in these matters when 
you have the law where you can make i t  possible that you 
will be giving relief and you have to look and see that you 
do not give relief to these people who a r e  not eligible for 
relief, then the Act should be so dealt with that you do not 
have that problem. In connection with Income tax you do 
not get that trouble; that is why 1 like Income Tax. The 
matter of giving a man relief would have to be based on 
his extraneous circumstances. 

Taxation i s  a part of our civilisation. We cannot live 
in a civilised community without paying taxation, andthere- 
fore taxation falls on the people who have property. You 
allocate the money for doing things. 1 believe that members 
of the Government would like to devise a means of saying 
what the rates shouId be. Let us say that you will put a 
valuation on land. Land in St. Michael hasa different valu- 
ation from land in Bawdens in St. Andrew. Land in Broad 
W e e t  has a different valuation from land in other parts 
of the island. In theTrade Union we do not ask for any con- 
cessions. We are  like the Church; we t ry  to help people 
and we do not work for any profit, but the amount of taxa- 
tion we pay is nearly $500 a year. I do feel that if you own 
property and you a re  a part of the community in which you 
are  existing, you should pay your taxes. I do not believe 
that this thing was done by the Councilswith any knowledge 
of helping anybody, but in the Resolution which we passed 
this is what was stated in the Addendum:- 

'@The Northern and the SouthernDistrict Councils have 
submitted petidons to the Governor-in-Executive Comrnit- 
tee for grants to reduce their rates inorder to relieve the 
taxpayers of their respective Councilareas. Under the pro- 
visions of Secdon 199(2) of the Local Government Act, 
1958, grants may be made to a Councilout of moneys pro- 
vided by the Legislature of such sums a s  the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee may determine in aid of rates 
and taxes and the amounts of any such contributions shall 
be taken into account by the Council in determining the 
amount per dollar of any rate or  trade tax to be made by 
the Council. "p 

I t  is proposed that grants of $121,337 and $210,203 
be made to the Northern and Southern District Councils 
respectively to enable the respective rates to be fixed at 
26.73 and 18.77 cents in the dollar. Without these grants 
the effective rates would have to be 33 and 26.6 cents in 
the dollar respectively." 
4.35 p.m. 

As  some members said, this appeared in the news- 
paper before i t  had takenplace; a n 4  a s1  said, with a Party 
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syrcm of Government you get this, so i t  was known that 
thir war coming. We a r e  mying that you took $331,540 out 
of the Public Treasury to reduce the ra tes  for people who 
owned property. Did you get a tax relief from these people 
to know what was the situation? I understand that in many 
instances the bigger plantation owners and companies were 
paying less taxes in that year that you came down for this 
than in the proceding year, but the Government passed the 
Bill. The hon. junior member for St. James said that the 
Bill should be torn up, and I would like to see members of 
the Government come and run against meina constituency 
and say that in sendtng down this Bill they did not know that 
they were going to relieve the biggest plantations o r  the 
biggest shippers and traders in Barbados a t  the expense 
of the poor man. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Government say that they re- 
flect the aspirations of the working-class man in Barbados. 
They should, because the worldng-class man put the mem- 
bers in the Government there. Had i t  not been for the 
working-class man's support, this House would be com- 
posed of different people even in 1960.1 am one of those 
practical people; 1 take an empirical view of certain as- 
pects of my political life, and though they claim that we will 
all dwell together in unity, in Barbados, when people go to 
the polls, they vote for people they like. I know that had it 
not been for the removal of the franchiseel would not have 
been here; and even people who tell me that they like me, 
like me because I am here; but if I was not here, they 
would not vote to send me here. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, when I look and see that you a re  
relieving not the ones who sent you here, but that you a r e  
passing a law to make i t  possible for people who do not 
want relief to get relief, that is where I say - and I have a 
public duty to carry out - that the Premier must under- 
stand that in dealing with legisladon of a country, he is not 
dealing with legislation of a Party; i t  is not a pious organi- 
sation o r  a debating society where i t  does not matter. 1 
feel quite strongly that i f  the Premier knew more about 
what was going on in the world and what we required in 
Barbados, you would not get this spectacle. I t  is pathetic 
that in introducing the measure the Premier doesnot even 
understand what has taken place. I t  is true that the hon. 
senior member for the City is not here, but I take his 
encomiums a s  they should be taken. I have never seen 
a better spectacle in this ~ d u s e  on one side and on the 
orher. The hon. senior member for the City says in one 
breath what a nice man the Premier is, and in another 
breath you get statements to the opposite. 

The hon. senior member for the City has posed a s  an 
authority on Local Government. 1 do not pretend, Sir, to be 
an authority on Local Government, but what I do know is 
that this Bill a s  i t  now stands, and this amendment a s  it 
stands, a r e  going to open the doorstoan aspect of political 
life that we a r e  not accustomed to in Barbados. I would 
ask what the Government foresees that i t  must make this 
relief. What has the District Councils said to you for you 
to make this relief? The City Councilhas not asked for re- 
lief, so why ask for relief for the Northern and Southern 
District Councils? What is wrong with their rating system? 
What is wrong with their valuation system7 What happened 
in the past-, Those are  things we have not heard from the 
Government. 

You would be surprised to know, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
that the Government in power had the effrontery to get on 
a public platform and defend themselves, that what they 
p s s e d  was 0.K. and there need be no worry about it. The 
taxes did not have to be so high because they carried up 
the valuation, and therefore the amount of money that they 
had to tax, Government got through that forgetting this one 
aspect: if all the things we had to tax were these micro- 
phones in here, and al l  the money we required remained 
static, that is to say, if we want $1,000 from these micro- 
phones and there a r e  ten microphones valued a t  $10 each 
and therefore that came to $1,000, we need not have taxed 

9 any more to get the same $1,000. Ifwe saw that we wanted 
$3,000 insteod of $1,000 and they were carryingthe valw- 
tion on the microphones from $10 to $11, i t  is going to 
give the same $3,000 by allowing the percentage to remain. 

That is ordinary arithmetic and there is nothing involved 
about that. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, figures and statements like these 
do not seem to appeal to the Premier. We would like to 
know how much money there is involved in Local Govern- 
ment, what the Northern District Council rated for last 
year, what the Southern District Council ratedfor last year, 
what the City Council required and what the expenditure 
i s  to cover. That is the sort of information one wants to 
get. What is the type of valuation you a re  working on and 
why is it that these)'estriesnow require more money? I t  is 
true, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that theNorthern District Coun- 
cil has bought a number of vehicles, and l think I saw you, 
Sir, receiving a t  an official function some sewerage vehi- 
cles. With a capital item like that, the Council should have 
authority to borrow the money and over a period of time 
amortize the debt. That is sensible financing. 1 have no 
Ldea of the cost of these vehicles and 1 think that they got 
three of them. 1 do not know i f  they cost $100,000. 
4.45 p.m. 

1 understand that that would cost about $20,000. What 
we would like to know, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is why is i t  that 
the f irst  year after Local Government was brought into 
being, when we a l l  felt that Local Government was going 
:o make us happier, we had to give them a subvention 
~f over $300,0007 What is the Bill going to be like this 
lear? I t  does not matter who gets this subvention; what 
matters is, why it has to be this way. What I would like to 
see is the Central Government providing subventions to 
the Local Government for capital purposes, for  things 
which you know that they cannot do of themselves. 

Sir, I have my own views about taxation of Govern- 
ment properties. 1 would say that i t  is a question of how 
high is your taxation. This is where you must have a pro- 
per analysis. If the Government ever acquires so much of 
the Local Government taxable property, then it is likely 
to throw an undue burden on the other taxpayers that re- 
main. Should that arise, the Government would have to 
examine the question for relief in that particular area. But 
that is just a matterof information;I do not think that situ- 
ation has arisen in St. Michael. I would tell you why 1 be- 
lieve that situation has not arisen yet. The Government has 
confined itself to going into certain a reas  and finding places 
where they can house the people. Butwhat do you find? Be- 
cause St. Michael is a built up and capital area, more of 
the businesses in trade a r e  created in S. Michael than in 
any other constituency, Your constituency and mine a r e  still 
mainly agricultural and fishing areas. If more business 
were to come your way - I meanin your constituency - the 
whole incidence of taxation would change. However, if the 
Government takes up too much land and property from the 
Local Government areas, you will have to watch that be- 
cause the property owners remaining would have to ply a 
proportionate tax which would be out of keeping with what 
you a re  doing for the whole community. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 will say this to my colleagues. 
I t  has happened in England with the Labour Party there. 
There is one sure thing, you can tax peop1e:but whenever 
the taxes hit them hard, you have todo something about it. 
I knew the Government would have to do something about 
the taxes which the people were called upon to pay on the 
last occasion. WhyOIf the sources that put you in power ever 
become so irritated by anything which you do and you re- 
main adamant to their wishes, you know where you would 
be eventually. I had no doubt thattheGovernment had to do 
something about this taxation. If the Government did not 
do anything about it, if theGovernment didnot say that they 
were going to look into this question. well, you know where 
they would be a t  the next election. If you want to get an 
electorate infuriated, make the people pay more for the 
things for which they feel they should not pay more. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, you know a s  well a s  I do that al l  
politicians say "we a r e  going to make your lot better." If 
you go to the St. Joseph area o r  to the Northern District 
area and you say to the people that by Local Government 
legisletion it is Government's intention to spreadthe taxa- 
don over the community, it is nota slander if you say that 



i t  is not to soak the poor but to  soak the r ich and help the 
poor. 

1 do not know whatyouare goingto say about this situ- 
ation in  which the hon. senior member f o r  St. George on 
my immediate left w a s  the recipient of tax relief. That is 
one of the biggest conundrums 1 have ever  seen in my 
whole life, Just fancy, a man of his  category, a share- 
holder in  the Barbados Shipping and Trading Company 
and a man of Mr. J d i a n ~ a h o n ' s  stature from Lion a s t i e ,  
S. Thomas, have been granted tax relief! 

Mr. DOWDING: Sir, may I speak on a point of per- 
sonal explanation. I have no shares  in  the Barbados Ship- 
ping and Trading Company. 

Mr. WALC(yIT: I did not say that he had shares  in  
the Barbados Shipping and Trading Company. 1 said that 
the hon. member has  reached the impecunious stage where 
he was  the recipient of tax relief from the Local Govern- 
ment system. He became a recipient of tax relief through 
an ~ c t  which was passed by a Socialist Government. If 
that is so, then we have to bow our heads i n  shame. Just 
fancy people like the hon. senior member for  St. George 
becoming recipients of tax relief. Unheard of1 The Hon. 
Minister says that he is going to cor rec t  this e r ror ;  I am 
saying the hon. member is an e r r o r  unto himself. I say 
that this  is no e r ror ;  i t  was  a deliberate act  of stupidity. 
I t  was plain a s  a pikestaff. We were in  here nights and 
nights when we discussed that Clause. 

What has i t  done? 1 will only say that a s  long a s  we 
know ourselves, the hon. senior member for  the City would 
always be in a very favourable position. A s  long a s  he lives 
with this sort of thing going on, he will always be in  a very 
favourable position. In S. Michael where you have so many 
owners of houses, do you think thatyouare going to take i t  
out of the people's minds that he said that they were the 
people whom you were taxing? I remember an occasion 
where a man with a breadcart came to me  and showed me 
his taxbill and said to me: "Mr. Walcon, what a r e  you 
doing with me? Look here, I have to pay $28 i n  taxes." 

Sir, I do not know how some of these people ever  were 
able to  own a house. Itwouldtakean economist to work out 
the average earnings of these people, and he would not be 
able to find out how they could ever  own a house. 1 do not 
know-unless they own i t  by getting up ear ly and grazing 
their  cows and sheep on the hedgerows and probably by the 
cows getting a Hale s ip of the mash which the planradon 
owner has given out fo r  the cows on his plantation. The 
average man i n  Barbados gets  $13 a week. Do you realise 
that if he has  to pay a tax of $13 a t  one time he would have 
to go and borrow money? 1 will go further and say this: 
some of the people who do not own houses and a r e  living 
in some of the houses rented by the Government, which 
houses a r e  exempted f rom taxation, a r e  better off than 
some of the people who by their own sweat have put by 
something to purchase a little house for  which they have 
to pay taxes. 
4.55 p.m. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, you know that there a r e  some 
people who own little l&lChouses, houseswhich a r e  taxa- 
ble, but they do not work steadily every week of the year; 
they do some jobs and t ry  to  help themselves. I feel that 
this Bill does not go to the root of the trouble. Whom a r e  
you going to relieve? Why should the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee,which is the Ministers, want to do the job of 
relieving these people and who a r e  the people whom you 
want to  relieve? Why do you not think that the people who 
have been elected by the Councils a r e  capable of doing this 
job? I can say quite safely that if the hon. senior member 
f o r  the City were not the Mayor of Bridgetown and so the 
head of the City Council, I doubt very much that we would 
have had the trouble in  this island which we have had in 
Local Government. 

1 a m  asking the members  of theGovernment to bear in  
mind that we came through the roadwhen we were resisted. 
If those who were in  power had reacted to the other mem- 
b e r s  like how theGovernmentwant to react  to the members  

who a r e  now in here, there would have been another Turkey. 
What is happening in the Congo is the resul t  of the stupid ' 

resistance to change. 

They see that the hon. senior member for the City 
has been elected, but they want toputthings in his  way and 
persecute him. I say this: if a m a n i s  doing a good job, say 
he is doing a good job whether he is your friend or  your 
foe. The people who a r e  resisting change a r e  those who 
will suffer. I have absolutely no sympathy whatsoever for  
the Belgians because they a r e  resisting change, and that 
is what you get f o r  resisting change; they bite off your 
toe o r  cut off your foot. That is what you get fo r  resisting 
change. It is time that this Government..... . 

A t  t h i s  stage,  Mr. S P E A K E R  resumed the Chair. 

Mr. WALCO'M': 1 was saying, Mr. Speaker, that i t  is 
t ime that the members  of this Government realise that 
if a n  opponent is elected they should accept him a s  having 
been elected through the democratic channels. Every hon. 
member of this House is not a member of a Local Govern- 
ment Council, and the members  of the Government must 
real ise  that they cannot run the City Council and the Gov- 
ernment too, a s  they want to do. They cannot have i t  in  both 
ways; there a r e  two separate anddistinct functions.Not one 
member who has been elected a s  a representative of a 
constituency can say that he has not been approached and 
asked what he is going to do aboutthis matter, about these 
tax bills. The most alarming thing is to hear  a Councillor 
say that he did not know what i t  is a l l  about. Well, Sir, 
that is not good enough; the hon. junior member for  S. 
James  says that he was exasperated. When he could not 
find what an answer was, he said that this  Bill should be 
torn up. 

Mr. SEARLESc Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. I 
never used any such words. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I said that he was  so  exasperated 
that he said that Bill should be torn up. Well, his  colleagues 
should say that they will not take him seriously when he 
gets  up to speak. I did not say that the hon. member said 
that he was exasperated; I said that he was exasperated, 
when he could not find what an answer was. That is an in- 
dication to show that, a s  a member of the Council, he was  
totally unaware of what he had to do; he found that he had 
to do something of which he h e w  nothing, and therefore 
he said that the whole thing wants tearing up. 

Mr. SEARLES: Again, on a point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
I want the hon. member to realise that I a m  not a fool and 
by h i s  remarks  he is inferring that I a m  a fool. 

Mr. WALCOlT Sometimes a fool confirms remarks  
about himself when he speaks1 (L aughter). I have respect 
f o r  old age and therefore I will not say anything more than 
what 1 have said. I said that many members  of the Gov- 
ernment Party, other than the hon. junior member for S. 
James, have been unaware of the implications of the Local 
Government Bill, and when i t  came out that this system 
produced this type of taxation, they did not know what to  
do. That is why the only recourse which they had was to  
go to the Government and theGovernmentadvised that they 
could not do anything from Government House o r  from the 
Cabinet; but If a request came to them from the Councils 
asking for  relief, then they would give that relief. Any mem- 
b e r  of the Government can challenge that statement; it is a s  
t rue  a s  John 3.16. If you find that one of your members  is 
drowning you should throw out the line, unless they a r e  
going to do like las t  night when they did not throw out the 
line. But, of course, if the case i s too  f a r  gone, there is no -3 

point i n  throwing out the line; you do not have to worry. 

I n  al l  societies, and in the best of families, you al- 
ways have people fo r  whom you leave room open when they 
a r e  shaky because you do not h o w  which way they will 
go up. If the hon. junior member f o r  St. James  is annoyed 
about the remark 1 made, i made it because the hon. 
member is the only member of h i s  colleagues in Local 
Government whom I can see. I do not put His  Honour the 
Deputy Speaker in  to  this marter but I have my finn con- 



viaions about some of these things; and that is why some 
of the members of theGovernment could say certain things. 
5.05 p.m. 

1 feel that officers like the Speakerand Deputy Speaker 
should not be engaged in these Local Government Authori- 
ties, just a s  I feelthatthe Speaker should not be the Mayor. 
1 think we will evolve to that at some stage where we will 
draw the line between Local Government elections and the 
people who a re  eligible for takinga seat here and those who 
a re  ineligible. That will come with more maturity. 

In my view, Slr, thisBillisUkely to lead to more seri- 
ous complications. The best thing to do i s to  go to the root 
and amend the Bill a t  its source which gives the people 
with hereditaments the right of exemption. 

Hon. L. S. A. THORNE: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move 
h a t  further consideration of this Bill be postponed. 

Mr. SEARL ES rose to second the motion. 

Mr. TUDOR: I beg to second that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want to make it straight that the 
voice of the hon. senior member for St. Lucy was heard 
and not the hon. junior member for S. James, so on the 
record the hon. senior member for St. Lucy will appear 
a s  having seconded the modon. 

The question drat further consideration o f  this Bi l l  
be postponed was put cmd resolved in the affirmative un'th- 

out di vision. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move that 
this House do now adjourn until Thursday, 25th August. 
(A VOICE: Why not Tuesday?) Business before plea sure. 
Had it not been for the fact that members of the House 
a re  invited. I could not care less about the party. 

Mr. WALCOIT: The boys a r e  not idlers; they have 
to work otherwise to justify their bosses. 

Hon. M. E. COX: If it is more convenient to members, 
Sir, I say a t  3 o'clock on Thursday. 

Mr. WALCX)TT: Tuesday. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: We have a lot of work to do. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Who is moving the adjournment? We 
are  not moving the adjournment. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that this 
House do now adjourn until Thursday, 25th August at 
12 noon. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that. 

Mr. WALCUIT: Mr. Speaker, the reason why 1 would 
suggest an amendment to that motion to readnext Tuesday 
is for the simple reason that Government shouldnot try to 
fit the business of the House only to their convenience. I t  
i s  not a question that membershavebeeninvited to a party 
by the Government and theHon. Minister of Education. It is 
a fact that you a re  not going tomeet after now because it is 
a Government function. You a re  adjourning now to go to the 
Government function. I am not going to it, with all due re- 

F spect to the Minister of Education who knows my views. 
I t  is not a question of telling us to come back here on 
Thursday a s  i f  to show somebody that we a r e  living in  the 
House of Assembly. I want to make i tclear that a member 
is not elected to the House of Assembly because he is an 
idler; he is elected because he i s a  person in the commun- 
ity who has something to do. Nobody expects you to come 

L here every day to show that you a re  representing them. 

The Minister knows that this morning a t  9.30 p.m., I 
was in his office. Last week, I was a t  Government Head- 

quarters twice, apar from coming to the meetings of the 
House of Assembly. 1 had a meeting this afternoon although 
1 am on hoiiday which I hadtoforego to come to rhfs meet- 
ing of the House. 1 do not want the Minister to feel that we 
a re  idlers and have no worktodo.1 heard the Minister say 
that they have work to do. W e  too have business to do. 
There a re  certain Bills on the Order Paper which mem- 
bers must have time to read. The hon. members of the 
Government have advisers, but the ordinary member has 
to be his own Permanent Secretary; so Government has to 
be considerate. There is this stupid arrangement in the 
House of Assembly where we meet every week. l have sug- 
gested having a Session of meetings but they have resisted 
that, and a re  meeting Tuesday after Tuesday. You meet 
for the whole year, week after week with things held over 
your head like the sword of Damocles. 

You, Mr. Speaker, have things to do which you cannot 
do if  the House meets week after week; so I make that a p  
peal to the Leader, and 1 would humbly move that this 
House do now adjourn until Tuesday next a t  12 noon. 

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, 1 cannot agree with the 
hon. senior member for St. Peter that members of the 
House are  not elected because they a re  idlers. If he re- 
stricted his remarks to the members of the Opposition, I 
would entirely agree with him, but I enjoin every member 
of the House to go home tonight and write out the occupa- 
tions of the members of the Government Party before they 
became Ministers, before they came into this House, and 
see what result they arrive at. No more to be said on that. 

1 want to draw to Your Honour'sattentionthat i t  is not 
a question of begging them to do something. A s  long a s  they 
have a majority, they can exercise that majority indis- 
criminately if they want to do it; but I must draw to Your 
Honour's attention that we were brought back here for two 
consecutive Thursdays in two consecutive weeks. There 
a re  ten items on the Order Paper underGovernment Busi- 
ness and there a r e  sixteen items under Private ~ e m b e r s '  
Business. The sixteenitems under Private Members' Busi- 
ness, one of which is a vote of "no confidence'' in  a Gov- 
ernment Minister, were given upand foregone by the Leader 
of the Opposition in order to facilitate the Government in 
its work today. On the two consecutive Thursdays that we 
were brought back here, there was not one single item of 
Government Busine ss which could be describedasa matter 
of pressing urgency o r  priority. 
5.15 p.m. 

Let us take the Bill which was givennotice of today to 
impose a duty on motor cars. The Hon. Premier is intro- 
ducing this Bfll five monthsafter he said he was going to do 
it; and we a re  now called upon toconsider it in a week. He 
waited five months to bring i t  in although he promised to 
bring in the necessary legislation within seven days of the 
Budget Speech. 

Apart from that, there is no single item of Government 
Business which is of an urgent nature. Order No. 1, which 
we have been discussing al l  day and over which question we 
gave up our right to discuss Private Members' Business is 
a Bill toamendthe LocalGovernment Act, 1958. I think that 
Order No. 2, which i s the  secondreading of a Bill to amend 
the Stamp Act, 1916, has something to doin relation to the 
Budget Speech of an increase in Stamp duty to four cents 
instead of two cents. Order No. 3,isto resume Committee 
on a Bill to amend the Fishinglndustry Act, 1952. We were 
in the middle of that debate a t  the moment of interruption on 
the 9th August, last. A similar thinghashappened to Order 
No. 4, which is a Bill to regulate the holding of land by 
aliens and companies under aliencontrol. Barbados hasnot 
sunk in the Atlantic Ocean and will not sink if this BIU is 
not considered. Then Order No. 5 iscomplementary too r -  
der No. 4 - second reading of a Bill to amend the Companies 
Act, 1910. Order No. 6 is a Bill to impose a duty on bets 
made by way of pool betting. That Bill is going to take a 
long time. You can go ahead in that way to the end of Gov- 
ernment Business a t  Order No. 10. 



After summoning the House here last  Thursday, the 
House had to adjourn ear ly because theGovernment had no 
pressing business. T h e  Government is not bringing down 
any pressing business. What the Government is bringing 
down is nonsensical legislation because i t  has  nothing else  
to do. A s  the hon. senior member for St. Peter  has said, 
there a r e  members of this Chamber who a r e  gainfully 
employed, who have to do their business, but whether Minis- 
t e r s  come to the House o r  not, they a r e  going to draw their 
salaries; therefore, i t  is only a question of whether they be 
in the Ministerial Buildings o r  in  this House of Assembly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has  not seconded the 
motion. 

Mr. BARROW: Not yet, SLr, but 1 am still  on my feer. 
The position is that there a r e  sixteen i t ems  of Private 
Members'  Business and ten i tems of Government Business 
on the Order  paper. On the last  occasionwhen we reached 
the moment of interruption, we hadpetteredout, so  to speak; 
so  if the Hon. Minister feels  that they a r e  doing something, 
we will make personal decisions where i t i s i n  the interest 
of us  and our consdtutents. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, ......... 
Mr. SPEAKER: The  hon. member hasnot secondedthe 

amended motion. 

Mr. BARROW: I really rose  to secondthe motion of the 
hon. senior member for  St. Peter .  

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, the hon, member did not do so. 

Mr. BARROW: I do so now. I t  was really an oversight 
on my part because of some conversation which was  going 
on around me. 

Hon. M. E. O X :  Mr. Speaker, 1 really cannot see how 
the hon. junior member for  St. John can second the motion 
now. He had already sat down whenYourHonour drew it  to 
his attention that the motion was not seconded. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I thought i t  was really the hon. mem- 
ber ' s  intention to do so, so  I drew i t  to  his  attention. The 
hon. member then rose and seconded the motion. 

Hon. M. E. COX: The hon. member sat down; there- 
fore, he loses the opportunity to do so. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He had a moral right to do so  before 
he sat. 

Hon. M. E. O X :  However, S r , I  would like to say this. 
I t  is now about four  weeks since1 have discussed the ques- 
tion of the House going into recesswiththe Hon. Leader of 
the Opposition. 1 think we actually agreed about it. As a 
matter  of fact, 1 told him thatwe will meet more regularly 
in o rder  to get ridof some of the i tems on the Order  Paper 
so  that the House could go into recess  fo r  the whole of 
September. 

The position is that the Government has  cer taini tems 
which i t  wantspassedwithina cercaintime before the House 
goes into recess. That is the reason why I have made the 
motion to adjourn until Thursday. 

Hon. members a r e  within their right to come here and 
speak a s  long a s  they like. Unlike other places of Parlia- 
ment, where members  a r e  confined to a half-hour speech 
o r  so, there is nothing of the sort in  here; and a member 
can speak a s  long a s  he likes. But surely, i t  is not fair  fo r  
members  who a r e  in  the minority to filibuster Bills 
brought down by theGovernment and then expect the Govern- 
ment to agree to  any long adjournment which does not give 
the Government the opportunity to  pass  the legislation which 
i t  has  in mind to p ss. 

Another point. The  hon. member who h a s  just left the 
Chamber is like the wicked fleeth where no man pursuethl 

-% 

Mr. SPEAKER: The  Hon. Minister is speaking on the 
* 

notion for the adjournment. Please keep your speechwithin 
ha t  bound. Do not be personal. 

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 cannot understand how the hon. 
junior member for  S. Johncan say thatwe come down with 
111 these nonsensical motions o r  Resolutions, yetout of a l l  
:hese nonsensical Resolutions, individualscanfindasmuch 
in them a s  to justify them makinga speech for  two ?r three 
lows .  That doesnot really make sense. When you can speak 
i t  that length on somethingwhich youconsidernonsensical, 
:hen you a r e  more nonsensical. 

I would like to say tha t i t i s the  Government i n  the last  
malysis which is responsible to the people; and i t  is the 
Government's duty to see that legislation which is brought 
here is passed within a reasonable time. Members can 
speak a s  long a s  they like, andas  they like; therefore, i t  is 
the duty of the Government to adjourn the House a t  a time 
suitable in  order  for them tocar ry  out their pledges to the 
people. 1 do not think we a r e  doing anything undemocratic. 
If there is a motion o r  a Bill which is before the House 
which in normal circumstances could be passed within a n  
hour, and which we had hoped to pass  i n  that time, but on 
which members  had cared  to speak eight o r  ten hourq  
everyone of them speaking although they claim that they a r e  
a Party - we feel that we a r e  justified in  moving the ad- 
joknment  to a time which we feel is reasonable to get 
Government Business through. 1 a m  not going to withdraw 
my motion. I am bringing that motion to a vote. 
5.25 p m .  

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. S p a  ker, i n  seconding the motion 
of the hon. senior memberforSt.Peterwhich I now do, fo r  
the adjournment until Tuesday of next week,I do so because 
i t  is reasonable, having regard to the fact that Tuesday is 
the recognised Parliamentary day in th i s  island for us  to 
make an adjournment. We adjourn fromTuesday toTuesday 
except in  cases  of grave emergency, o r  when the Colonial 
Estimates a r e  being considered. Private  Members and 
members  of the Executive Commitee do notmakearrange- 
ments for other days during the week when theEstimates 
a r e  being discussed, because a t  that time, from time im- 
memorial we a r e  expected to meet on two o r  three days of 
the week. 

When i t  comes to the month of August, which was  
expected to be the month for the Summer recess, a s  i t  h a s  
always been with the Mother of ParIiaments, we did not 
anticipate that we would have hadto meet a t  all. But because 
of a bottleneck in the Attorney General 's Chambersin Bills 
not being produced but which have found their way on the 
Order  Paper now, we a r e  meeting this  month so  a s  to com- 
plete what the Government regardasGovernmentBusiness 
i n  o rder  that we may have the month of September a s  our 
parliamentary recess. I t  is a s  esszntialfor Parliament, a s  
i t  is for  doctors, lawyers, trade unionistsand other officials, 
to have a recess  in orderthatmemberscan return to their 
work ref reshedand reinvigorated. 1 a m  sure  that there is no 
medical practitioner in  this House o r  even outside, who 
would disagree with having a recess  o r  an annual holiday, 
and who would not recommend to i t s  patients such a n  
annual respite. A s  i t  was  impossible for such a holiday to 
take place in this month of August because of the bottleneck 
in the production of Bills, we had anticipated that Septem- 
b e r  would have been substituted and we would revert to 
August a s  from next year and subsequently a s  the month 
for  our Summer recess .  

1 quite agree with the Hon. Leader of the House that 
we have had a word with each other about completing what 
they regard a s  a most urgent i tem on the Order  Paper  so ""*a 
that we may adjourn f o r  the month of September; but I sug- 
gest to him that, in the spirit  of compromise which so  
often prevails with him, but, unfortunately, not so often 
with h i s  colleagues, we should dt a l l  through on Tues- 
day with the understanding that September may be f ree  
and we may meet again on Wednesday. But we have met 
during the month of August sothatalIurgent matters  would + 
have been done before September so that the Summer r e c e s s  



would come into operation from September. I t  should be 
borne in mind that when hon. membersare  not accustomed, 
particularly in the month of ~ u g u s t ,  to meeting more often 
than once a week, i f  we meet a t  all, they a r e  expected to 
have arranged their work so a s  to be able to come to the 
House; but not two o r  three t imes in  one week in August. 
Tha t  is unreasonable. I do not know why the motion has  not 
been made for the adjournment until 3 o'clock p.m. on 
Thursday instead of 12 o'clock noon because that is the 
l e s s e r  of two evils. 

Mr.  Speaker, a l l  of us  have to work f o r  a living; even 
the hon. senior member fo r  St. George has to  work f o r  h i s  
living. (Mr. DOWDING: I work harder  than you.) We, not 
having planned to be a t  theHouse from 12 o'clock on Thurs- 
day, would find i t  difficult to bepresent in the House a t  that 
day. If we meet on Tuesday and give an undertaking that 
we will ca r ry  on, we should be able to c lea r  the Order  
Paper. 

1 must remind the Hon. Leader  of the House that i n  
respect of this particular Bill which has  been before us  to- 
day, there is only one member whohas spoken on behalf of 
the Official Opposition. We have studiously avoidedmaking 
any contribution because we have been trying to ensure that 
the point of view of the Opposition should be put forward by 
that member who has that portfolio i n  the Shadow Cabinet, 
o r  who is acting for  another member on our side who is not 
present and who has  delegated that particular matter to 
another colleague of his. The honourable andgallant junior 
member for St. John deals  with LocalGovernmentaffairs; 
and there is the hon. senior memberfor  St. Philip who has  
not been able to join us  today through illness. I hope that 
the Hon. Leader of the House will agree  with us  that it 
c rea tes  a great personal hardship and inconvenience to us  
to  meet unexpectedly on a second day in a week when we 
did not even expect to  meet even on one day. We will plan 
to  come back here onTuesday ofnextweek and on Wednes- 
day, if there is any businesswhichhasnot been finished on 
Tuesday, to deal with that business which the Government 
feels  necessary to be completed before the r e c e s s  takes 
place. 

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker, I r i se  t o  support the 
motion which has been made by the hon. senior member fo r  
St. P e t e r  and seconded by the hon. and learned junior mem- 
b e r  for  9. Lucy. In doing so,l want to refute the allegation 
which the Hon. Leader  of the House has  t r ied t o  make in 
laying the blame a t  the door of the members  of the Opposi- 
tion for  speaking a t  length on every occasion (Hon. M. E. 
COX: I said filibustering.) Well, Sir, he used the word 
filibustering; let us  see  who is filibustering. 1 Acouple of 
months ago the Order  Paper  was cleared; that is a fact; 
so  much so, the Hon. Leader of the House himself, when 
he suggested recessing the House for  two weeks and some 
other hon. member said that there should be a recess  of 
four  weeks, he was willing totake three weeks and that was 
what finally happened. 
5.35 p.m. 

On this occasion you should be willing, Private  Mem- 
b e i d  Business having been given up, to  meet u s  half way 
due to the fact that on the Order  Paper  the earliest item 
dates  from the 12th July, only a matter  of weeks ago. The 
point I want to make absolutely clear to the public is that 
which the Hon. Leader  of the Opposition made. You come 
find that O r d e r s  Nos. 1,2,3,4,5 and 6 a r e  postponed. Why 
a r e  these things postponed when there is so little on the 

O r d e r  Paper? We come here, Slr, willing to work but there 
is postponement a f te r  postponement of o r d e r s .  The  Order  
Paper  only consis ts  of ten i t ems  for  the Government and 
the ear l iest  i tem is the 12th July. 

Now, Sir, from these factscanany blame be laid on the 
Opposition for  speaking a t  length? The  blame l i e s  in  the fact  
that the Government is unable to  get i t s  business to the 
House in  time for  it to  be dealt with when it should be dealt 
with; otherwise there would have been no opportunity,when 
the hon. member wanted two weeks to take th ree  weeks in- 
stead. If he had h i s  buslness in  o rder  a t  that time, we would 
have been able t o  get ahead with it, but now we a r e  being 
brought back.... (Hon. D. D. GARNER: You sound so foolishl) 
You had better join the Rastafarian Movement. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: Mr. Speaker,onapoint of order. 
Did I hear  the hon. member say something about the Rasta- 
farians? I hope he did not say anything disrespectful o r  
derogatory about them. I didnot hear what he said, but there 
is a l so  something about South Africans and Boers. You had 
better be careful how you a r e  talking! Do not make sport 
about Africa. 

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Speaker. X should never think of 
making sport about Africa; the hon. member is the person 
that makes sport about Africa. 

Anyhow, Sir, those a r e  the actual fac t s  which can be 
seen from the Order  Paper  of this HonourableHouse. I t  is 
something which the Hon Leader  of thisHouse should reaIise 
and ilot always lay the blame on the Opposition. I admit that 
there a r e  t imes when the Oppositionisin a mood to hold the 
Government back, but on this  occasion, Sir, thereason f o r  
holding back is the fact that the Hon. Leader  of the House 
h a s  not seen fit  to make a reasonable compromise in the 
fact that Government Business is not forwarded to th i s  
House fastenoughforit  tobe dealtwith. Those a r e  the facts  
of the case, and those a r e  the reasons why i n  spite of the 
Hon. Minister of Agriculture, I a m  going to support the 
motion made by the hon. senior member f o r  St. P e t e r  and 
seconded by the Hon. Leader  of the Opposition. 

The question that this House do now adjourn until 

Tuesday, 30th August at 12 noon, was put and resolved 
in the negative, the House diuding a s  follows:- 

AYES: Mr. CORBIN; Mr. WALaO'IT; Mr. DOWIXNG; 
Mr. TUDOR; Mr. T A W  and Mr. BRANCKER - 6. 

NOES: Mr. BRYAN; Hon. Dr. H.G.H. CUMMINS; Hon. 
M. E. COX; Hon. D. D. GARNER; Hon. R G. MAPP; Mr. 
SEARLES Hon. F. E. MILLER and Mr. SMITH - 8. 

The question that the House do now adjourn until 
Thursday, 25th August at 12 noon was put and resolved 
in h e  af$nnative, the House diuding as  follows:- 

AYES: Mr. BRYAN; Hon. Dr. H.G.H. C-S; Hon. 
M. E. COX: Hon. D. D. GARNER; Hon. R G. MAPP; Hon. 
F. E. MILLER; Mr. SEARLES and Mr. SMITH -8. 

NOES: Mr. C O W ;  Mr. W A L m ;  Mr. DOWUNG; 
Mr. TUDOR; Mr. TALMA and Mr. BRANCKER - 6. 
5.43 p.m. 




