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THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION 1960

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Tuesday, 2nd February, 1360.

Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 12 o’clock noon today.

PRESENT

His Homour Mr. K. N, R. HUSBANDS (Speaker);
Mr., J. F, T. BRANCKFER, (Leader of the Opposition);
Hon. Dr. H. G. H., CUMMINS, C.B.E., M.D., C.M., {Prem-
ier); Hon, M. E. COX, (Minister of Trade, Industry and
Labour); His Honour Mr. L. E., SMITH, JI.P., (Deputy
Speaker); Hon. R. G. MAPP, (Minister of Communications,
Works and Housing) Mr, F, ST,A. HOLDER; Hon. D.
D. GARNER (Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisher-
ies); Mr. C, B, SEARI ES; Hon. L. ST,A. THORNE, (Min-
ister of Education)Mr. J. W. CORBIN; Mr. E. W. BAR-
ROW, B.Sc.; and Mr. G, E. S, STRAUGHN.

Prayers were read.
Mr. T. O, BRYIN entered the House and took
his seat.

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour toinform the House
that the Minutes of the meeting of the 26th January, 1960,
have been printed and circulated amongst hon. members,
and unless there be any objecdon, those Minutes will be
now taken as read®and confirmed. (After @ Pause.) There
being no obfokion,sthose Minutes are taken as read and
confirmed.

DOCUMENT

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 also have the honour to inform the
House that 1 have received the Financial Report of the
Accountant General for the month ended 30th September,
1959,

PAPERS LAID

Hon. Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I am
commanded to lay Statement showing Gross Customs and
Excise receipts for the eight months ended 30thNovember,
1959.

Hon. M. E, COX: Mr. Speaker,l am commanded to lay
the following:- pu

The Customs Duties (Materials for Handbags etc.)

-« Order, 1960.

The Customs Duties (Cane Rattanand Veneers) Order,
1960.

The Customs Tariff (Conditdons for special Exemption
from Duty) (Amendment) Regulations, 1960

Hon. D, D, GARNER: Mr. Speaker, | am commanded
to lay Statement of Accounts of Dodds Plantation for the
year ended 30th June, 1958.

PETITION

Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to present a Petition
from the members of the United Holy Church of America
praying the House to pass a Bill giving them the right
to the ownership of property in this island. The Petition
is respectfully worded and I ask that it be taken as read.

The Petition was taken as read.

Mr. SPEAKER: Thereis alsoa Petition standing in the
name of the honourable junior member for Christ Church
who, I believe, is not now in his place.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Govermment Notices were given as follows :—

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Resolution to approve
the .Order entitled ‘“The Civil Establishment (General)
(Amendment) (No. 25) Order, 1959,

Resolution to approve the Order entitled ‘*The Civil
Establishment (General) (Amendment) (No. 26) Order,
1959,

Resolution to approve the QOrder entitled ‘‘The Civil
Establishment (General) (Amendment) (No. 27) Order,
1959,

Resolution to approve the Order entitled ‘“The Civil
Establishment (General) (Amendment) (No. 28) Order,
1959"",

Hon. D. D. GARNER: Resolution to place the sum of
$5,616 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Com-
mittee to supplement the Estimates 1959-60, Partl - Cur-
rent, as shown in the Supplementary Estimate 1959-60,
No. 38 which forms the Schedule to the Resolution.

Hon. M. E, COX: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give notice
of my intention to move the House into Committee of Supply
at its next meeting in order to deal with the money Reso-
lution of which notice has just been given.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ NOTICE

Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that a Bill
intituled an Act te incorporate the United Holy Church of
America (Barbados District) be now read a first time.

Mr. SMITH: I beg to second that,
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Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Speaker, 1 ask leave to withdraw
my motion.

There being no objection, leave was granted the

hon, member,

Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice of a
Bill intituled an Act to incorporate the UnitedHoly Church
of America (Barbados District),

JUESTIONS

Mr. SPEAKER: There are Questdons standing in the
name of the hon. senior member for St. Lucy who, [ ob-
serve, is not now in his place.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, athis requestand with
your permission, may I put the following Questions on the
hon. member's behalf? The Questions are directed to the
Hon. Minister of Education. They are as follows:~

To enquire of the Hon. Minister of Educatomn:

Will the Minister state whether it is Government’s
intention to establish a Schools Meals Service in Elemen-
tary Schools during the life of the present Assembly?

2. If the answer is ‘‘yes'’, will he undertake to appoint
a Committee of experts to advise him on this project?

3. If the answer is ‘‘no’’, will he state whether he is at
present satisfied with the present level of nutrition in the
Elementary Schools.

12.25 p.m.

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Hon. Premier:

1. Whether the Cabinet accepts the principle of ap-
pointing only legally trained persons on the Magisterial
Bench of this Island?

2. If the reply is ‘' Yes"’, does the Cabinet appreciate that
the salaries currently offered to Magistrates are com-
pletely unattractive and inadequate?

3. Will the Cabinet take the necessary steps to pay
salaries on a proper basis from the 1960-1961 financial
year at the same time providing all necessary requisites,
including free telephone at the homes of Magistrates?

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

Mr. BRYAN: Mr. Speaker, | beg to move that a Bill
intituled an Act to incorporate the United Holy Church of
America (Barbados District) be now read a first dme.

Mr. SMITH: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I am asking leave of the
House to present a Petition from the Rector of Christ
Church., The Petdon is respectfully worded and I ask that
it be taken as read.

Hon. M. E, COX: Mr. Speaker, I do not think that the
hon. member can do it that way. He has to obtain leave
first and then he can proceed. He has to ask leave of
the House to introduce it because he was late.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member said he was asking.
for leave.

Hon. M. E, COX: He went on to say the Petition is
respectfully worded and asked that it be taken as read.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not what is before the House.

Hon. M. E. COX: I had to draw it to Your Honour’s
attention because it 1s not in keeping with the Rules.

Mr. SPEAKER: | would not consider that. The hon.
member is asking leave to present the Petition of which
he has given notice, and unless there be any objection,
leave will be granted.

There being no objection, leave was granted the

hon. member.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to present a
Petdton from the Reverend Gordon Vivian Hazelwood and
also the Rector of the parish of Christ Church. The Pet-
tion is respectfully worded and 1 beg that it be taken as
read.

Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to present a Bill to authorise
the sale of glebe lands in the parish of Christ Church.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is asking leave to
present a Bill to authorise the sale of glebe lands in the
parish of Christ Church and unless there beany objection,
leave will be granted.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
hon. member,

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move that a
Bill to authorise the sale of glebe lands in the parish of
Christ Church be now read a first time.

Mr. CORBIN: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmas

tive without division,

STATEMENT MADE BY THE HONOURABLE PREMIER
ON THE EXPENSES OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT
SERVICE COMMISION

Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I have a
Statement to make re the expenses of the Local Government
Service Commission. The Statement is as follows:-

‘“The members of the Local Government Service Com-
mission have been appointed in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Local Government Service Commission Act,
1959. Section 6 of the Act provides for the remuneration and
allowances payable to members of the Commission, and
other expenses of the Commission, to be defrayed out of
moneys provided by the Legislature,

2. Some of the funds voted in this year's Estimates
under Head XXIX - Miscellaneous Services, Item 67 -
Advice on Local Government, will lapse because, as a
result of the creation, on a permanent basis, of the posts
in the Local C svernment Commissioner's office with
effect from lst Qctober, 1959, the payment of salaries
will be met from Personal Emoluments in the same way
as all other established posts.

it Tapsed funds to
and allowances of

3. It is therefore proposed to u
defray the expenses, remunerati
the Commission.”’

Hon. L. ST. A, THORNE: Mr. Speaker, I should like
to make the following Statement:-

STATEMENT BY THE HONOURABLE MINISTER OF
EDUCATION re PAYMENT OF EXAMINATION
FEES FOR CANIIDATES OF GOVERNMENT

MAINTAINED SCHOOLS

‘‘At present in the yearly Estimates provision is
made for the payment by Government of fees for the entry
of pupils in Second Grade Schools tothe examination of the
Royal Soclety of Arts and the London Chamber of Com-
merce. No provision for payment of fees for similar en-
tries by Government-Maintained Schools has ever been in-
cluded, but as these schools now present candidates for
these examinations it is desirable that the fees of these
candidates also be paid by Government.

In view of the limitation imposed by the note in the
current Estimates against Item 53 - Examinations in
Head XX - Education, it is considered that the Legislature
should be aware that it is proposed......""

ey
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Mr. BARROW: On a point of order, | understand that
under the Constitutional Provisions for this island no
money should be expended - and it is actually found in
the Letters Patent and the Royal Instructions - except by

vote of the Legislature.

A habit has crept into the procedure of this Chamber
in recent times, since the introduction of Ministerial
Status, of Ministers making statements that they intend to
take money and spend it in a manner other than that voted
by the Legislature.l do not think, Sir, - and 1 would like you
to check on this - that it is competent for the Minister of
Education to come here and inform the House that we have
voted for money to be spent in one partcular direction
or for a particular purpose, and that he intends by laying
a Statement to appropriate it for other uses. That is the
point of order on which I rose,

Mr. SPEAKER: I must tell the hon. member that
much as 1 appreciate the principle behind his reason
during his speech, I do not appreciate the interruption
on that ground during a Statement.

Mr. BARROW: Itis a very grave constitutional matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: However grave it is, I think it would
have been much better if we knew the whole of the State-
ment and had not been interrupted during the Statement.
12.35 p.m.

The Minister has got to the stage where he intimated
that he was going to make a Statement and 1 think the Hon.
Minister should be allowed to proceed. The subject mat-
ter of the Statement is quite a different thing.

Mr. BARROW: I wantto makethis clear, Mr. Speaker.
1 think Your Honour has a Rule that no debate is allowed
on a Statement, What 1 want to point out is this. If we sit
down here and listen to the contents of a Statement, we
cannot say anything on it and then tomorrow morning it
would appear as if we agreed to the Statement.

Mr. SPEAKER: No debate can follow a Statement
immediately, but it can subsequently. The reason for that
is because there is nothing before the House whena
Statement is laid. What the Statement contains is some-
thing in respect of which any hon, member afterwards can
put a motion before the House. That is known, I take it, to
every hon. member of this House.

Mr. BARROW: 1 just wanted to point out the peril
which we are in now. I am not challenging Your Honour's
ruling.

Mr. SPEAKE}': : As | have told you, I do not welcome
your rising on & poi' t of order.

Mr. BARROW: I am only explaining why I rose on a
point of order. Your Honour will appreciate that, once
a Statement is made, as ! have said, the next morning it
would appear as if we agreed to the Statement.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am not considering that at the
moment. The Hon. Minister may proceed.

Hon. L. ST. A., THORNE: 1 will continue, Sir.

*In view of the limitation imposed by the note in the
current Esdmates against Item 53, Examinations, in Head
XX: Education, it is considered that the Legislature should
be awarethatitis, proposed to meet such expenditure from
this item during the current financial year."’

Mr. BARROW: Was that Statement presented to Your
Honour before it was made here? If it were, I think Your
Honour would have taken an entirely different view. I want
you. to enjoin all hon. members, particularly the Minister,
that before they make Statements, even out of Common
courtesy at least they should submit them to you So that
Your Honour can decide whether that Statementisin order
or not, Your Honour has been placed in an invidious posi-
tion where this Statement is concerned.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of
order. In connection with what is stated, I want to know
whether the ruling Your Honour made with respect to
Statements made by Ministers is one which means that a
Minister can make any Statement he likes and we can dis-
cuss the matter only after the Statement is made by means
of a motion. Now if there {s anything on which we have
voted already to be dealt with in a certain manner and the
Minister makes a Statement which would mean the sub-
stitution of what we have already done for something else
which he proposes in that Statement, it would mean that,
with respect to all the items on which we have already
decided to be dealt with in a certainway, the Minister only
needs to get up and make a Statement just saying that he
intends te deal with such and such an item in a way other
than what the Legislature agreed to and it would be dealt
with in his way. 1 do not think that is what is intended.

Mr. SPEAKER: I can only deal with matters of pro-
cedure.

Mr. WALCOTT: 1 appreciate that but 1 take it that
Your Honour's ruling was made with respect to Statements
which a Minister may make on any matter which does not
conflict with anything which the House has already passed
in so far as money Resolutions are concerned. I never
understood that a Statement would apply to any item which
was passed by the Legislature and for which they intended
to act differently.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I must agree with the
other two hon. members who spoke, andl too think that the
correct form which should be adopted should be to bring
a Resoludon instead of a Statement. Let them come here
with a Resolution to have any alterations in the notes
with respect to an item of expenditure, If that is not done,
then they would be coming here with Statements to do
certain things in a different manner from what we had
agreed to and that would be altering all that we have passed
in the Estimates. The correct way to do it is by way of a
Resolution and the Ministers should not be allowed to get
it done through the back door.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am sure, Mr. Speaker,.....

Mr. SPEAKER: Before any other member speaks,
let me read the Statement. (Mr. Speaker read the State -
ment,)

I do not regard this as a Statement at all, This is a
Government proposal and I am going to rule that it should
be withdrawn.

Hon. L. ST. A. THORNE: Mr. Speaker, 1 am not
challenging your ruling, but ! think it is incumbent on me
to explain and further clarify the peints which have been
raised by hon. members of the Opposidon.

In the first place, it is charged that I, as Minister of
Educaton, and the maker of this Statement, have been
gullty of discourtesy to you; but 1 would like to say that
before I attempted to do anything in the matter, 1 told the
Clerk of the House that I had a Statement to make and }
asked his direction. 1 do not confess to be any adult so far
as parliamentary procedure is concerned. If there is any
appearance that it was my intention to be discourteous to
you, 1 beg that you will accept my apology. On the other
hand, I now ask leave to withdraw the Statement.

Hon. M. E, COX: If I am permitted at this stage, I
would like to say a few words on this matter.

Mr. BARROW: I rise on a point of ordér, Mr,
Speaker; the Hon. Minister of Education has withdrawn
the statement. The Hon. Leader of the House is entirely
out of order now.

Mr. SPEAKER: What 1 would say is that] fee] the
Hon. Minister of Trade should not want to speak after the
Hon. Minister in charge has withdrawn the Statement: but
if he wants to do 8o, 1 cannot stop him.
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Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, 1 cannot understand
the hon. member who has just sat down,

Mr. SPEAKER: | feel you should not want to speak.
As I have said, the Hon. Leader of the House should have
never wanted to speak after the Minister in charge has
asked leave to withdraw the Statement; but if the Hon.
Leader of the House so desires, the House should listen
to him.

Hon. M, E, COX: I accept your ruling.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day stands in
the name of the Hon. Leader of the House:To move the
House into Committee of Supply to consider the grant
of sums of money for the service of the Island.

Hon. M, E. COX: I beg to move that Your Honour do
now leave the Chair and the House go into Committee of

Supply.
Hon. D, D, GARNER: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-

tive without division,

12.45 p.m.
Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went
into Committee of Supply, Mr. BRY AN being in the Chair,

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1959-60 No. 36

Hon. Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, the first
Resolution is a Resolution for the sum of $25,160 under
various Heads of the Schedule, As usual these Heads will
be taken separately.

HEAD V - HARBOUR AND SHIPPING

Head V — Harbour and Shipping — was called,

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, under
this Head in respect of the Item ‘‘Government Crane'’, the
sum of $220.00 is required for the purpose of protecting
the area around the Government Crane on the Wharf. Re~
cently it has been found that conditions around the crane
are not in accordance with proper sanitaton and itis
proposed to enclose this area in order to protect it from
encroachment by insanitary methods. I beg to move that
Head V stand part of the Schedule.

Hon. L, ST. A. THORNE: I beg to second that.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, the Note to this item
states this:-

‘““For the purposes of protection as well as keeping
the Government crane and immediate precincts in a clean
and sanitary conditon, it has been decided that an en-
closure should be erected around it. The cost of this work
is estimated to be $220.00"’

Mr. Chairman, it is true that in Barbados there has
been the habit of making a row about things about which
a row should not be made, and as to things about which
they should make a row. such things are left undone. It is
true thas Barbados has an unhappy history, andan unhappy
past, as far as sanitary conveniences and sanitary arrange-
ments are concerned; it seems to be nobody’s business that
the public should have proper sanitary conveniences. This
country has gone on for generations and people have been
allowed to urinate on any part of the street like an animal.
It seems to be quite permissible that a man can urinate
along the street, and it may be that the Health Authorides
do riot pay due regard to people in this respect; it may be
that things other than urinaton take place. Now you are
protectng the crane; you are protectng the crane from
urinaton, but you are not providing conveniences where
the people canurinate. Thisis something which you should

examine. It is true that you are building a Deep Water
Harbour, but it is a disgrace to find in Barbados what can
be regarded as the old wharf toilet which was put there in
days gone by as a relic, just as a Minister regards the
slave huts as relics. That toilet looks into the sea, so that
when the tourists ships come here, the first thing the
tourists see is a toilet on that side of the wharf. If that
toilet is not there now, the hurricane must have blown it
down; but I know that there are over two thousand people
who have to work on the waterfront, and I also know as a
fact that there is no public convenience on the waterfront
so as to accommodate these people.

Mr. Chairman, I am not one of those persons who
feel that the warehouse owners should not provide their
own toilets, but there are lots of people who are em-
ployed other than in these places. Wherever people
congregate, as they do on the wharf, something should be
done in order to provide these conveniences. 1 do not
know when the authorities in Barbados will begin to get
healthy in their outlook so that you can breathe and en-
courage healthy habits among the people. Protecting the
Government crane is not going to solve the problem; it
will only mean that the people will go elsewhere and urinate
because you do not have any proper provision made for
them on the wharf such asa lavatory which people can use.
It is shameful to see that we are lacking in this country in
the normal things which any civilised country begins to
extend today. You cannot ask a man to walk from the
wharf to the Fairchild Street Market or down to the Paro-~
chial Bullding to urinate; if you are asking that, you are
asking for a loss of man hours. With the transient labour
on the Waterfront, you could easily ask all the employers
there to have the toilet faciliies which would be required
by any Health Authority to accommodate the number of
people, because those who frequent these places come in
bulk. When a ship is in port, you have more people on the
waterfront than you would normally have at a warehouse;
and there are those people who work in lighters. I do not
believe that these lightermen are considered. These
people do not have any proper facilities for urinating and
therefore they urinate against the Government crane. I
think that yeu should protect the public and not merely the
crane from this type of indecency. Today we should take a
forward step and be more healthy in our outlook than
hitherto'sothat the people can become more decent with
regard to their habits.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, if the last speaker
had heard me first, he would not have used the phrase
that he used; that is to say, that the Health Authorities
were not mindful of the public conveniences - or words
to that effect - for the people in and around the water-
front area. Speaking for myself, I ve nearly twenty
years of experience of local healthFutlpiﬁes within
the Municipality. 1 want to say, ang ]l must agree with
the hon. member, that it is a burning shame to think that
the Government would have the temerity and the brass to
come down here with this Resolution. The note to the
Resolution states this:-

*For the purposes of protection as well as keeping
the Government crane and immediate precincts in a clean
and sanitary condition, it has been decided that an en-
closure should be erected around it. The cost of this work
is esimated to be $220.00°".

Am I to understand that the Government or the Min-
ister of Health, although this matter rightly comes under
the portfolio of the Minister of Works, is really more con-
cerned with the protection of the crane than the provision
of a more healthy standard of health conditions than they
are providing today? I would like to say that recommen-
dations have gone to this Government within the last five
years and there have been set up Committees on which the
Director of Medical Services has sat. Between the lower
wharf, from Messrs. Wilkinson and Haynes to the Swing
Bridge, no fewer than four sites were recommended and
the Government were asked to provide funds from the
Rural Amenitdes Fund and the Labour Welfare Fund for
the erection of sanitary conveniences in this area. Let them
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get up and deny this. Because of the smallness, the small-
mindedness and the meanness, because they thought that
somebody else would get the credit for these things, noth-
ing has been done. Now today they will tell you that the
credit may go to the Municipality and therefore the only
interest they will have in this matter is to protect the
crane from rusting. Today I look around and I see my
one-time colleague in Local Government who had a lot
to do with the matter at the time. l can name every site
which was recommended for the erecdon of sanitary con-
veniences now.

12.55 p.m.

Government themselves owned part or portions of theland
near Wilkinson and Haynes which we asked for. Asa
matter of fact, Mr. Chairman, would you be surprised
to know that this Government has not been courteous
enough to reply? When we drew it to Dr. Byer's attenton,
a letter was sent to the Government and that was the
end of that. We asked for four separate and distnct
units because it was drawn to our attention day after day,
Mr. Chairman, that people not only used the crane,
but every gutter.As a matter of fact, as the last speaker
said people working around this area could hardly be ex-
pected to leave the area and go in the direction where it
had been convenient for the local authorites to put pub-
lic conveniences such as Cumberland Street and other
areas near around. It was impossible to acquire sites, but
at the tme we knew that Government owned the sites and
we had in mind just small urinals and did not envisage
general public conveniences.

It is not surprising to me today that they will ask
for $220 for the purpose of enclosing and protecting
the crane because people urinate around the crane, but
it does not seem to make any difference if all 2,000 men
coming in from the boats stand next door to the Customs,
with all their daughters and sisters looking downstairs,
and give ease to nature by urinating in the street. What
difference does it make so long as they protect the crane?
What difference does it make so long as somebody
asks to set up a Committee which would make it appear
to the public that something was being done? Their at-
titude has been toturna deaf ear to this matter. I challenge
the Hon. Minister of Social Services to deny this statement.
Dr. Byer, the Director of Medical Services, served on
the Committee - and what is surprising to me is that the
present Government is led by a doctor, and 1 take it
that this would have come befere him. He would have seen
this and would have been able to go around in this country
and see the conditions and smell the stench of the place
over there, I suppose the hon. member would say he saw
this for the first ime when it went up, but if he has any
doubt in his mind he could send for the files.

We wijl Vo[; for this to protect the crane but we
deprecate the i8ea ¢ * hon. members not seeingthe wisdom
in providing this necessary assistance. You will observe
that in an area with 90,000 people, the Municipality,
from the Rural Amenities Fund not one cent has been
given to them although we have asked for it, purely be-
cause they have been unable and it is going to be a long
time before they are able to control it. In other words,
they are spitng the people because they refused to throw
themn into power in the Municipality; they refuse to give
them one red cent from Rural Amenitles ‘Fund for pro-
viding any public conveniences of any sort not realising
that when they refuse to do it in Bridgetown, then it is
a blot and a stigma to tourists.

You should realise, Mr. Chairman, that it is your
duty to represent the people in the parish of St. Michael,
and you should realise it is incumbent on you as a back-
bencher to impress upon the Government the necessity
of getting something out of the Rural Amenides Fund. If
you are going to wait untdl I am out, you have to write
a letter to God Almighty asking him to destroy me. If
you are going to suffer the people in the Municipality,
waiting for me to come out, you should not do it because
1 will never come out. 1 will vote for this because I feel
something should be done even though you have not re-
plied to the letters we have written.
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Hon. F, E, MILLER: Mr. Chairman, I have to reply
to the hon. member in connection with these conveniences.
1 wonder if there is something wrong with the hon. mem-
ber’s memory. I was sent to the Ministry three years ago,
and among other things I would say that within the first
six months 1 got interested in this whole idea and took
it up with the hon. member. The hon. member along
with Dr. Byer served on the Committee, and I wonder
if he would remember he satin the Ministry with Dr, Byer.

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of order, 1 have not said
that the hon. member did not set up a Committee; 1 said
the Committee was working and have asked what has
happened.

Hon. F. E. MILLER: The hon. member said exactly
nothing. It is a question of why the Commitee was set up
and it was because of neglect in that particular area.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, 1 object strongly
to that. It is for the public to decide who is telling the
truth, and I wonder whether they would believe the Min-
ister of Social Services or myself, unless he is Ananias.

Hon. F. E, MILLER: The very reason why he wants
to use the term ‘‘who would believe the Minister of Social
Services’' makes it clear that the hon. member is in
doubt himself. However, Sir, the hon. member seems to
forget the things that have gone before; he has grown
rich and fat and forgotten his friends. I invited him to
the Ministry for discussions and among others there was
the Chief Sanitary Authority for the parish, Dr. Cochrane,
a power on Public Health, Dr. Byer and the hon. senior
member for the City are aware that under the Vestries
Act it is for the Vestry to provide these conveniences,
and, what is more, the member has a precedent for it.
If he were in trouble with money in the Vestry, he knows
only too well - and it has been done before - that he can
come to the Government for a loan. I wonder if he would
get up and say whether or not it is true and whether- there
is a precedent for it.I do not want to cause any further
embarrassment in this matter.

There has been a delay going on for years with the
hon. member in connection with a public convenience
on the Wharf and over the Pier Head - a struggle for
probably eight years - and his coustant reply to people
is that the Government should provide these things when
the contrary obtains under the very Act. The Vestry is
responsible; and what is more, in all this talk about the
Local Government Act, it is clearly set out in that Act
that public udlities are the business of the Council. Let
him get up and deny this.

When this queston arose 1 invited members to
discuss it and I asked the Committee to go a little further
because I was not happy that behind the huge sign which
welcomes tourists at the Pier this sloggy, miserable,
contemptible thing should exist. I discussed it with the hon.
member and he knows it is the responsibility of the Vestry-
and now the Local Government - to provide these things.
You cannot get out of it. Are you trying to place the doubt
on the Government referring to thehead of the Government
as a doctor who knows what is happening along the Wharf?
1.05 p.m.

He knows only too well that it is his responsibility
or the responsibility of his Council 1 would like him to
challenge me on this becausel would enjoy replying to him.
As 1 have said, he attended the Committee and we decided
that we would go further than what was said to be done
because we were not happy over the location. 1 asked
my Director of Medical Services whether we could pro-
vide a spot anywhere along Cavan's Lane. Again, I repeat
that it was the responsibility of the Local Government
and the hon. member knows that the Central Government
cannot take any action on this.

He says that we can use the Local Amenides Fund,
Does he really mean that we can spend that Fund in the
heart of the City? Mr. Speaker, 1 do not really want to
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enter into a duel or a conflict with the hon. member on
this matter. We are dealing with sanitary conveniences
for the City of Bridgetown and, as I have said, we had
a number of discussions on this matter. As a matter of
fact, I discussed it in my Ministry with the hon. member.
1 suggested to him that if he werein trouble and he did not
have the money, he need not go to the trouble of laying an
estimate for it then, but that he could borrow the money
from the Government to do it., What do you find happening
today? He gets up and criticises the Central Government
as though it was the Central Government's responsibility.
1 promise the hon. member that within the current year
these sanitary conveniences will be created for the needs
of the people in the City. Butl would like to remind him
further that it is the responsibility of the City Council.
Read the Local Government Act on this.

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, this attitude between these two
hon. members is all very right as a pasttime, butl am
not interested in that. I raise a question of commonsense.
Do not talk of the Act and what the Act says, and, as a
matter of fact, I am no expert on the Act and what it
says; but 1 challenge the Hon. Minister to say if there is
anything in any Act of Barbados to prevent the Govern-
ment from erecting a sanitary convenience anywhere it
chooses. You got this monumental bit of ignorance from
the brains of the former Premier some ten years ago
when 1 was on the Executive Committee, of the Govern-
ment refusing to put down sanitary conveniences on the
basis that it was for the Vestries to do it. You get this
ingorance that that is for the Vestries to do, and
because of that you would not uo something which you
should do and thus you deprive people of this island of
having the sanitary conveniences which they should have.
As I have said, you get this state of affairs because you
had a Premier who as Minister of Health said it was for
the Vestry to do.

The Hon, Minister talked of your not using the Rural
Amenides Fund for the purpose. Do you know that it
could be spent on that long time ago? Therefore, do not
worry to carry on the argument that it is under the Act
for somebody else to do these things. Let me tell the Hon.
Minister that the Local Government Act does not even
give these wide and sweeping powers to the Local Govern-
ment Councils to do these things, What I should say at
this juncture in passing is that when we recall what has
transpired in the last Session as regards the Local
Government, no mention should be made of the Local Gov-
ernment. When it is considered what the people have been
called upon to pay as a result of the ignorance of the Gov-
ernment in power because it is their legislation on this
matter which has imposed these burdens on the people,
members of the Government should not call the Local
Government's name at all in this place.

The Hon. Minister knows very well that you have
over 2,000 people on the Wharf and you have people using
the sanitary convenience there who are not employed at
the warehouses, It is common knowledge that somepeople
go there and have to wait for hours before they can relieve
themselves. The effect of what you are doing is that you
are subscribing to this idea that a mancan get off a motor
lorry and go and urinate against the lorry wheel, which
in effect means that you are subscribing to dirtiness. The
Hon. Minister thinks dignity is how stff you can keep
your neck.

. Hon. M, E, COX: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a point of
order. When did I interrupt the hon. member?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1 am speaking to the hon. senior
member for St. Peter. May I suggest to you to leave out
these personal references. The Hon. Leader of the House
has not spoken in this debate; he has had nothing to do
with this Resolution.

Mr. WALQOTT: If Barbadians were more realistic,
I believe it would be better for us. It is not unusual for
the Minister to say that he has not spoken on such and
such a matter but he sits in his seat and makes obvious

remarks and statements relative to the debate that is
going om.

Hon. M, E, COX:1riseona point of order, Mr. Chair-
man, 1 have said nothing even to my immediate colleague.
The hon. senior member for St. Peter is so sensitve.

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, I do not know if you have to
say something to your immediate colleague to say some-
thing,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1 again ask the hon. member to
leave the personal aspect out of this debate.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, the Government is
made up of persons.l am not afraid of the personal aspect
because the day for you to rule by automaton has not
yet arrived. When that day arrives, 1 would not have to
deal with persons; I would have to deal with switches.
Since the Government is made up of persons, I can
make references to them. Let me remind you that the
members of the Government say ‘“‘we'’,

You have the position where lorries come into town
and wait for hours before getting their stuff, and you get
the position where men who are working on them have
to get off and urinate against the wheel. That is why I
said that dignity is not how stiff you can keep your neck,
but it is how much commonsense youpossess in your head.

The Hon. Minister of Social Services is saying that
it is the duty of the hon. senior member for the City and
members of the City Council to erect these sanitary
convenjences, and not for us to erect them. That means
that you have no responsibility in this island whatsoever
and that you can pass on this responsibility to that body
of people. You say that they must do it, but I must remind
you again that there is no Act of this colony which says
that the Government should not do it. All over the world
the Local Government has got more authority than the
City Council of Barbados possesses. All over theworld Lo-
cal Government runs andis responsible for light, laying the
rates for certain things which so to speak are not the
job of the Central Government. All over the world you
get these things done by Local Government; but in Bar-
bados you have small areas which the Governor-in-Ex-
ecutive Committee controls exclusively. All that I am ask-
ing you is : is it necessary towait on Local Government to
do something in the precincts of the Peirhead?

1.15 p.m.

Some Governments have erected things which Local Gov-
ernments should have done and charged the running ex-
penses to them. The hon. member should realise that
markets are not run exclusively by the Central Govern-
ment, but in Barbados we have decigpd that the Govern-
ment should run markets. Why do 3} ru the markets?
Because you are satisfied that you dffn run markets, you
run them. However, in New York, in London, in Bristol
or in Birmingham, no markets are run by the Government;
if that were so, then the Ministry in Britain would have
quite a number of markets to run. You must have a com-
mon approach to all of these things. But members are
going to tell us that this is something for the Vestry
or the City Council to do and therefore the Government is
not going to do itl The argument is that you are now re-
quiring money for the purpose of protecting a crane on
the wharf, and the protection is against the sort of thing
which exists there. 1 say that there are not enough sani-
tary conveniences in this island for the accommodaton
of the population. In Bridgetown alone the population with-
in a radius of four or five square miles is about 25,000
people; the density is not 1,300 to the square mile, it is
about 5,000 to the square mile. When it comes to the
question of where the people congregate in large numbers,
there should not be any question of not providing the proper
converiences. We live in a tropical country and things
can become offensive very quickly. You have people urina-
tng publicly; that is something which you get in Barbados
and which 1 defy you to see happening in any street in
New York or in London, apart from a man who has be-
come drunk. A man would stand up and urinate in the street

-~
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because you have a situation today where you do not have
these conveniences. There was a problem alongside this
Legislative building and you had to deal with it by putting
a light there, because one of the dirtiest places you could
find and one with awful odours was right here. You had to
Stop that state of affairs. This is the sort of thing which
you should make people to understand, that you expect
to have healthy habits from them and therefore you pro-
vide the necessary conveniences because you will chide
them for not having these healthy habits.

1 say that you should protectthe crane from this state
of affairs but I also want to see the people protected. If
the City Council is not giving the protection which is
required, it is not a question of any Act. 1 can quote in-
stances in which the Government has spent money but
the Local Government should have spent it; the Govern-
ment did that because they regarded it as something
which should be done. When it comes to the question of the
Rural Amenities Fund, that Fund was not primarily meant
to provide rural amenides for the Vestries, but it was
the normal requirement that these Vestries should put
down baths and urinals. Although they have done that in
the past, nobody would get vexed with the Government and
say that because the Vestry of St. Thomas or the Vestry
of St. Joseph could not put down toilets for themselves
out of the Rural Amenitdes Fund, the Government put
them down and the Act provides that the Vestry should put
them down. In that case there would be a question of
postponing things for too long.

The Rural Amenides Fund is nothing which is in
an Act; it is that there are certain funds which the Ex-
ecutive Committee will use for these amenities and they
have changed that from time to time. In what context
would you say that something is rural? In some of the
Acts you do not call Speightstown a rural community, but
there are things which you will do in Speightstown out
of the Rural Amenities Fund. I want to say this, that as
soon as you begin to play with words and not with ideas
you will get this problem. Why are you playing with
words now? If you find that the Rural Amenitdes Fund
cnn be spent on something which has the same benefit
to the community as one department has been giving in
St. Joseph or in St. Andrew, if you can spend it in the
City, of course you will do so. The Government has spent
money and done something which is not inaccordance with
the idea of the originators as to how you should spend
Labour Welfare money; you buy land in Ellertonas against
buying it somewhere else where you have been asked to
buy it; therefore, do not let us quibble about words. If
it is proposed by some of us in this Chamber that some-
thing should be done and for some reason or other the
members of the Government believe in this stupidity
about somequyp get ing the credit for doing something, 1
want to say that yo ! cannot prevent people from getting
the credit for doing anything that is good. If an idea is
a good one, it is a good one no matter from whom it
comes. | often see members of the Government trying
to bend over backwards in order to do something which
they think would please their own Party members; but
the time will come when the people will become fed up
with him or with her, and out he or she will go. Itis a
question of what contribution a personwill make to political
life which will save him or her.l have been in this Chamber
long enough and I have seen it demonstrated sufficiently
to the members on the other side that if I were afraid
of a seat, I would not be in here, The day when the people
say that they no longer want me to represent them, that
is what I am prepared to accept. Therefore it is nota
question of using any underhand movements as a means
of my getting back in here.

As to this matter which is before us now, I feel that
it is a matter with which public health as a whole is
bound up, and we could as well begin to teach and en-
courage the people to be cleanand sanitary. If the members
of. the Government would take-a hint from me, all of us
should have a little bit of re-examination of some of
the habits we see, and if we are representatives of the
underprivileged people, let us not worry to emCourage

the people in the habits which were allowed to grow with
them as a matter of course, when people regarded these
habits as something for them to do. These people are
worthy of better habits and we should begin to get ready:
and no Act is going to prevenmt us from having better
habits.

1.25p.m.

Mr. GODDARD; Mr. Chairman, much has been said
on this Rural Amenities Fund, but that, as the other
speaker has just said, can beapplied equallyin St. Michael
as in Christ Church. As a matter of fact, the two facitties
that were put down in Christ Church were done by the
Government out of the Rural Amenities allocation, and I
think the amount was $500,000. The Vestry of Christ
Church selected the areas, the facilities were built by
the Central Government and then handed over.

The point that the Minister has missed is this: in
the Report to him on the facilities needed in and around
the Wharf the Report specifically stated that the four
sites were owned by the Government. Now this is what
we want to get out of Yyou; are you prepared to make these
sites available? If you have funds in the Rural Amenities
Fund we will thank you for them, but we will raise the
money to put them up; but we want the sites because Gov-
ernment owns the land around there. The four selected
sites as Government-owned.

Now the exchange of land between the Central Gov-
ernment and the Local Government should be for the benefit
of the people. When the Central Government wanted to
put down the Library in Christ Ghurch, it came and asked
the Vestry whether it would give Government the land.
We readily gave it and all Government had to pay for was
the transfer. When Government wanted more land to put
down the Hospital which they are putdng down there now,
again it was readily given. Surely the Government can
realise the necessity of having conveniences around the
Warf. What is the difference between putting down rural
amenities in Christ Church or in St. Joseph for the crop
worker, and yet when he brings his sugar to the Warf and
want to use the facilitdes he cannot get them because he
is a rural man and not a City man? He should therefore
have the facilities provided by the taxpayers of the City.

Anyhow, the point we are making now is this, and I
look forward to a reply because yousaldwe will soon have
it. The first thing you would have todo is to make the land
selected avallable and we will operate them if you have
funds to erect them and feel it is in the interest of the
people to provide them; but if you do not put them up and
give us the land, we will find the money. The point to get
over is whether Government will make the sites available.
If we get over that, it will not be long before we will have
the facilities we are asking for today.

Hon. F, E, MILLER: Mr. Chairman, 1 must reply to
hon. members. It is somewhat conflicting because, for
instance, the hon. senior member for the City made it
clear that it was somewhat doubtful as to whether this
should be handled by the Vestry or the Central Government.
The hon. junior member for Christ Church on the other
hand .......

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of explanation, if the hon.
member is trusting his memory, it is not so old. Please
quote me correctly because youare replyingto him and you
must have commonsense to know that 1 will reply to the
absolute balderdash. I have made notes and you should try
and quote me correctly.

Hon. F. E, MILLER: The hon. member inferred that the
Government were neglecting these things in the City but
said he would vote for this $220 because he was concerned
about the preservaton of the crane, but it was also the
matter of neglect in the area. He also asked whether the
Minister remembered having received a Report from the
Commitee on which the Director of Medical Services sat.
I want to remind him thatl asked the Committee to come to
the office. The inference drawn on that side of the Table is




that it is the responsibility of the Government and we are
expected to fix all of these amenities; and now that we are
coming to spend this $220 to put an enclosure wround the
Government crane, he would be willing to vote for this
because it would preserve the crane.

Now my friend for Christ Church who is also on that
Council had a slightly different point of view. As a matter
of fact, he started off by saying thatif the Government would
give them the land, they would bulld the conveniences. Am |
in trouble with my memory? Now the hon, junior member
for Christ Church asks us to give them the land and they
will build the conveniences, but that was not the point of
view of the hon. senior member for the City. We are think-
ing of four units, but of the four units we are going to re-
place two of the old units, one onthe Pier Head and one at
the bottom of the wharf on Government land. I do not believe
the hon. member would imagine that the Government would
want to sell the bit of land onthe Bridge to the Local Gov-
ernment Council for a public convenience. What would be
the point except a nice littie play of politics? There is no
mistake about this, and my friend the hon. senior member
for St. Peter repeated the pointthat because of the respon-
sibility of Local Government in that matter it does not
necessarily mean that Government cannot provide the con-
veniences but he failed to hear me on that occasion. It is
specifically set out in the Act. Ask the hon. member for
St. Peter what happened to the conveniences inthe Orleans,
and over the Bridge opposite the Plaza and Empire theatres.
What happened in other areas like Carrington Village?

1 would not want to accuse the Vestry of careless or
reckless spending; I would hate to think se, but1 did say
that just as in other cases the Vestry would have been free
to borrow money, It is your responsibility and you cannot
shirk that, but on examination the hon. junior member for:
Christ Church is willing to honour it. He says if the Gov-
ernment gives them the land they will build these things,
but has he any reason to believe that they would be denied
the use of Government lands in that particular area? Are
you asking us to believe that you are going to replace the
existdng units and they would have been builtif the Govern-
ment had given you the land? Surely, thereis a question of
money; it has been a long time— Christmas season, cricket
and the incident in Trinidad—and everybody seems to be in
trouble with his memory.

The hon. member says it is the responsibility of Gov-

ernment, and I am yet to understand for the life of right,
honesty and anything we regard as decent, how the hon.
member for the City can saythat.Itis for more than 2 1/2
years that I have been pressing for the appointment of a
Committee, and 1 invited him to discuss this matter and
he said he had no money at all.l asked him to examine the
Act and | reminded him at my Ministry that there was only
the question of applying to the Government for a loan and
there was a good precedent for it. Again I point to the
convenience opposite the Empire Theatre. Now weare told
that we are responsible for it, but it is the Vestry’s re-
sponsibility.
1.35 p.m.
The hon, senior member for St. Peter knows that.
I was not on the Executive Committee when the de-
cision was taken to call it the Rural Amenities Fund, but
there must have been some good reason for them to have
stated ‘‘rural. There must have been some good reason
and I accepted it as a very good reason. Why should he
try to insinuate that because markets and such things
are handled in other countries by Local Government and
this Government runs markets, that we should also erect
latrines in the City area? The hon. senior member for
St. Peter told you the number of conveniences which are
administered by the City Council and that number includes
these two units.

Anyhow, Sir, we have had the assurance from the
hon junior member for Christ Church that if the land is
made available to him he would build and finance these
sanitary conveniences. How we like to hear thatfrom him,
in order that the public may get these conveniences. If

the hon. member would just tell me how long ago he came
to that conclusion, 1 would be glad. It was never discussed
and I can see that the idea was more or less hatched in the
hon. member’s brain today. I know that the hon. member is
going to tell us that he did not know, or rather the City
Council did not know, whether the Government was pre-
pared to give them the land: but now that he knows, 1 hope
he would make them available. I promise the hon. member
that in this day of this year of grace, in this month of Feb-
ruary and in this year of our Lord, 1960, he will have this
land to build this convenience.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, we have been so
much accustomed to so much four-flushing in this House.

Hon. F. E, MILLER: Mr. Chairman, 1 object to
the remarks of the hon. member.

Mr. MOTTLEY: To what are you objecting? I said
that we have been accustomed to So much four-flushing
in this House, and I was going on to say that it is well
that you have some Ministers whom we can get to do
their jobs and their duty well without taking years to do
so.

The hon. Minister ended by saying that in this year
of our Lord, 1960, in this month of February, he is going
to give us this land. Why has it taken two and a half
years to answer the letter we wrote to the Ministry?

Hon. F, E, MILLER: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a point
of explanation. For the benefit of the Committee, I would
like to know something about this letter.

Mr. MOTTLEY: On what has the hon. member risen?

Hon. F, E, MILLER: 1 rise on a point of order. 1
want the hon. member to tell this Commitee something
about the letter which he has just mentioned. I take it
that it is in connection with the site of the sanitary con-
venience for that area.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Again, I repeat that 1 was never
moved by a four-flusher,

Hon. F. E. MILLER: As it seems to me, the hon.
member is now taking out of his pocket the letter which
he was to send to the Ministry two or three years ago.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr, Chairman, let me tell the Hon,
Minister that I know my way about in this business. Let
me begin this way. I see the Hon. Minister looking up the
Act and | want to say at once that it is not in the Vestry Act
at all. They have specifically said thatjt was the duty of
the Commissioners of Health to provi{ ordingry sanitary
conveniences. d
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Hon. F. E, MILLER: Mr. Chairman, I rise again on
a point of order.

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 am not giving way to this ignorance,
Mr. CHAIRMAN: Any point of order must be heard.

Hon. F, E., MILLER: The hon. member made refer-
ence that he is not giving way to this ignorance,

Mr. MOTTLEY: That is not a point of order, Mr.
Chairman. Will you rule?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1 do not know what he is about to
say. Let me hear him first.

Hon. F, E. MILLER: I rose on a point of order. I
want to know something about this letter. Let the hon.
member read paragraph one of this letter.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Is the Hon. Minister trying to be
facetious? 1 said that it is nothing under the Vestry Act
but it is specifically stated that the Commissioners of
Health are charged with providing ordinary sanitary con-
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veniences for the general public. For generations, it was

held that this did not include such sanitary conveniences
as urinals, tollets and baths because such sanitary con-
veniences were not considered as an ordinary sanitary
convenience; therefore when the Commissioners wanted to
erect a public convenience, legislation had to be sought
through this Chamber for money to be borrowed for the
erection of such a convenience,

If I may tell this Committee now, there are some
sixteen of these umits in the City over which1 have had
something to do during the past twenty years. That is to
say, they were there before the City Council came into
being. The Commissioners of Health became somewhat
apprehensive and worried about sanitary conveniences
immediately within the City area and on the Wharf es-
pecially. They felt that these unsightly sanitary conveni-
ences should go and should be removed. A Committee
was therefore appointed to go into the matter and that
Committee had absolutely nothing to do with the present
Minister of Social Services. As a matter of fact at that
time we did not know that he would become a Minister. I
do not want to be personal but the Committee was appoint-
ed at my suggestion, and that Committee went around
viewing sites and what-not, and finally submitted a Re-
port. I have had the honour of having drafted and produced
that Report which recommended sites for public con-
veniences. You have three types of public convenitnces. You
provide, in areas where the people have no pipes or shower
baths, a shower bathand latrine.Inother areas you provide
only latrines, and in the City area you provide purely uri-
nals and latrines. However, we realised, as time went on,
with something like 2,000 people working on the Warf, that
the then existing latrines were not properly sitéd. There
was one at Cumberland Street, one out by the Railway, an-
other one by the Theatre and oneat Cavan’s Lane. We rea-~
lised that it was askinga man too much, if nature called him
while hewas onthe Warf, to walk over to Cumberland Street
or over by the Theatre. As I have said, the Hon, Minister
knows nothing about this. That Committee worked on this
matter for days and days going around and selecting sites;
and in its selection of these sites, the Committee was fully
mindful of the fact that it was our responsibility to erect
these sanitary conveniences. When the Committee wnet up
the Warf from Messrs. Wilkinson and Haynes right up to
the Plerhead, it found that the Chamberlain Bridge was
actually rotting out as a result of people urinating there
and the Committee submitted a report to Government on
the matter. We decided to put a urinal in Cavan's Lane
because we found out that seamen and other people after
coming off the ships were urinating just along there; so
we decided to put a urinal there with the water rumning
into the sea.

1.45 p.m.

Then we Bad one up by the Bridge, one by Lynch’s and
one by Messrs. Will ‘nson & Haynes. We discovered that
in connection with all four of these sites we had to go to the
Government about them. I think the Hon. Minister should
have all of these things inhis file. We wrote the Government
and asked them for these sites; we didnot ask them to erect
anything. I am fully conscious of my responsibility and I
say that we have never gotany reply from the Government.
When the Hon. Minister took over as Minister of Social
Services, 1 communicated with him in this matter, The
Commissioners of Health never got any reply from the
Government; 1 repeat that when the Minister of Social
Services took over I discussed the matter with him. I am
not one of those petti-foggers who think of jealousy; when
I leave this world there is something better than whatl
am interested in here. I took up the matter with the Hon.
Minister of Social Services and he said that he would call
a meeting in connection with it; he called a meeting after
we had sentina Report, Let the Minister get up and say that
that is not true, We discussed every possible thing. There
was no Local Government system as there is today. We
were conscious of the fact that we would have to borrow
money in order to do these things.

The Minister in his usual dramatic way told us how
unsightly these things were and he would do things. Mr.
Chairman, there is no use in splitting hairs. As to the
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Rural Amenities Fund, let the Minister stand up and tell
this Committee out of what money he huilt the playing field
in Indian Ground? What the hon. senior member for St.
Peter has said is correct; the Hon. Minister called us in
and discussed the matter and we went around. Has the
Minister answered us about the Report or about the land?
Since then we have written several times about this matter
and all youwould seeadvertised is that the Rural Amenities
Fund will deal with this matter. But they want to belittle
the City Council; the City Council was not in being at that
tdme and it is not even a year old yet. At this time last
year there was the weeping and gnashing of teeth and there
were those who were seeing who could get me in a coffin
and who could get me in a Sputnik. The Act is so confused
with amendments that it makes the position difficult for
the most ardent follower to understand; therefore 1 will
leave the hon. member as far as that is concerned. I give
the Minister credit where credit is due. When it was dis-
covered that- we could not get anything done we discussed
the matter with him and he said: ‘‘We will get moving”’.
What is he talking about this exchange? Youhad wide-awake
people who were conscious of their responsibility, in that
they had to do something and they never did anything like
this; you repair parts of the roads which run through St.
Michael and leave off the ones which run through the City
and you think that you- are spiting me. Like the other
Ministers, you give instructions to repair certain parts of
the roads in St. Micahel but when it comes to the roads in
the City you say: ‘‘Mottley is running the City’’. You do not
repair any roads in the City and you think that you are
spiting Mottley.

Hon. M. E, COX: On a point of order.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Are you the Minister. Sit down. The
Minister should be in here. The Hon. Leader of the House
cannot answer for every Minister because in that case he
would have to answer for many sins of omission and sins
of commission. Let the Hon. Minister show usa copy of the
draft letter and show that the Government said: ‘*‘We will
give you a site at Cavan's Lane or by Wilkinson & Haynes
or by the Customs’. You cannot do that. You have had
difficulties and you have not been able to reply to us. The
Hon. Minister talks his nonsense about the changing of two
areas. Years ago we wanted a piece of land by the Railway
and | know that there were certain difficulties presented by
certain officials relative to the selection of these sites, but
1 want to say that urinals could be erected in such a way
that you could hardly realise that they are urinals. We know
that there were certain difficulties in the way and that is
why we kept quiet a bit.

Mr. Chairman, I want to point out that while they are
protecting the crane they are still leaving undone things
which should be done. Whether you have taxation or not,
whether you have Local Government or not, if you are using
your tourist industry as your secondary industry, are you
going along with people urinating along the warf? Let us
forget all of this pettifogging jealousy; let us come straight
to the matter and let us have a grant from your Rural
Amenides Fund. We of the City Council arewilling to work
in harmony with youinthe interestof the people in the City.
If the hon. member were to think of the City areas, of the
people who use these amenities and those who come from
the rural areas, from the statistics which we use we can
prove what happens.

1.55 p.m.

I hope the hon. member will at least keep his promise
by saying that he will send the letter telling us he has
agreed to the recommendation and is willing to give us the
sites to provide these things. As a matter of fact, if the hon.
member feels that he is not prepared to give the Munici-
pality money from the Rural Amenides Fund, we are pre-
pared to cut and contrive and show we are able to borrow
money over a number of years to do these things. It is not
the first time that this Government has shown its malice,
hatred and dislike for the people of the Municipality be-
cause they did not elect them to power.

Hon. F, E, MILLER: Mr. Chairman, I want the hon.
member to get to grips with the queston of this letter
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instead of having all this talk about four-flushing, bam-

boozling and talk about the Rural Amenities Fund. I have
sent for the files and I wonder if it is wise to hold up this
Resolution any further for this information. I suppose, Mr.
Chairman, you want to put the question at this stage.

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Chairman, ithas shocked my modes-
ty to sit here today and hear so much concerning Head V.
Sir, I think it should be $5,000inthis Resolution instead of
$220, and instead of protecting the crane you should be
bullding sanitary units for the same people who urinate
around the crane. The Government should be responsible
for sanitation throughout the island of Barbados. There is
no man today who can oppose this Resolution; I do not see
why he should, but when it comes to the crane, you do not
only want to protect that because it is iron: you want to
protect the inhabjtants of Barabdos throughout the eleven
parishes. The Central Government should have absolute
control in their hands over sanitatlon, because they are
protecting the general health of the people in this country.
If typhoid fever broke out in Belleplaine or S. Lucy which
are the furthest parishes in the country, it would penetrate
to St. Michael; so the Government should protect the whole
island and not divide this power of sanitation into two or
three hands.

Mr. CHAIRMAN left the Chair and Mr. SPEAKER
took the Chair,
SUSPENSION OF SITTING
Mr. SPEAKER: It now being 2 o’clock p.m., this Sitting
now stands suspended until 2.30 o’clock. p.m.
On resumption,
Hon. R, G, MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I beg to draw your

attention to the fact that there is no quorum and ask that
you direct the Clerk tp ring the Bell.

Th; Bell was rung and a quorum was obtained,

QUESTION TIME

Question Time was called,
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS
Order No,

was called,
Hon. M, E, COX: Mr. Speaker, I would like to suggest
that we revert to Government Business.

Mr, SPEAKER: Oh, no}

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, I rather gather, from
what the Hon. Leader of the House has intimated, that he
would not object if leave was granted to proceeding
during this portion of the day's meeting with Government
Business.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member asked if he were
in order to revert to Government Business.

1 under Private Members’ Business

Mr. BRANCKER: That is what he said. He wanted
the assurance whether we would waive this period this
afternoon; on behalf of my colleagues we have no objection.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member would have to sus-
pend the Rule to have that effected. The House is now
governed by a Time Table which is part of the Standing
Orders, and for any change in the order, the Rules would
have to be suspended. If no member intends to proceed
with Private Members' Business, the House normally re-
verts to Government Business. The Time Table cannot
be changéd unless the order is suspended.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, we are neither un-
willing nor unprepared to proceed, but we are quite pre-
pared to let the Government Business go onin this Session,
if any of the matters in the Resolution which we started
discussing are regarded as urgent in the public interest.

Mr. SPEAKER: Let me inform the hon. member
that if the House reverts to Government Business because
hon. members are not prepared to do their Private Mem-
bers’ Business when the time expires, the Government is

then in its own right to continue and the House cannot
revert to Private Members' Business. 1 just want you to
be quite clear about that.

2.35 p.m.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, | think we quite under-
stand that, but we are under the impression that the Hon.
Leader of the House would like to request us to waive
our time and that we are quite willing to do.

Mr. SPEAKER called the items under Private

Members’ Business and no action having been taken,
Mr. SPEAKER: Government Businessis now normal-
ly reverted to.

MR. SEARLES APPOINTED TO ACT AS
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, before you leave the
Chair, 1 have been made to understand that the Chairman
of Committees is absent, at least for a short time, and
1 beg to move that the hon. jumor member for St. James
be Chairman of Committees until the Chairman of Com~
mittees returns.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-

tive without division,
HOUSE RESUMES COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House re-
sumed Committee of Supply, Mr. SEARLES in the Chair,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. jumior member for St.
Andrew was speaking when the adjournment took place.

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Chairman, 1 do not think that this
item needs any further discussion on it. We have spent
plenty of time on it, and we have been into the details of it.
All 1 think should be done now is that we put it to the vote.

Hon. M, E. COX: Mr. Chairman, before you put the
question I want to make a few remarks on this question. 1
was not prepared to join in the debate even although the
hon. senior member for St. Peter tried to draw me out.
First of all, let me say thatl am sorry that the hon. senior
member for the City is not in his seat because if you re-
member in his closing remarks he said thatit was through
spite, hatred and dislike for the people of the City by the
Government because they did not elect us, that this treat-
ment was meted out to these people.

»

1 am sure that if the hon. mimbgr eould give a
second thought to what he said he woygd find that there is
absolutely nothing to bear out the statement which he made.
Even before I was a member of this House, Mr. Chairman,
1 knew that there were certain functions, and certain duties
under certain Acts that were specifically laid upon the
shoulders of the Vestries, The Vestries were responsible
for providing sanitary arrangements and services such as
baths, toilets and things of that sort, notonly for operating
them. They were also responsible - and the Councils are
now responsible in their place - for lighting the streets,
for erecting platforms for standpipes, digging wells and
things of that sort for the drainage from standpipes. The
Government is responsible for laying out the sites of the
pipes and the sanitary authorities are responsible for
erecting the platforms, providing the drainage and there-
after for keeping those places sanitary. These things are
laid down in so far as our Vestries or Local Councils are
concerned. These things are now the responsibility of the
Councils. They used to be the responsibility of the Vestries;
therefore, it is not fair for any member to say, whether
he i3 a member of the Oppositon or otherwise, that this
is the functon of the Central Government, and further to
say that because the Government Party wasnot elected in
the majority in the City Council that the Government is
using spite and malice. That is grossly unfair and unkind
to us. Again, 1 say that the Act lays it down that they are




responsible. You will remember, Mr. Chairman, some-
time ago, so far as the administraton of the City Council
is concerned, when we had a blg debate in here on the
question of taxation, when we sugpgested that the Clty
Couneil should have reduced their rates and if there was
any deficiency thenthey should come to the Central Govern-
ment for a subvention as is laid down under the Act, that
the hon. junfor member for Christ Church jumped to his
feet and said: ‘‘We do not want you to help us or to give
us any assistance. We do not want any assistance from
you.” That is why 1 say thatlam sorry that those two hon.
members are not now present. Of course, they like to hit
and run.

You cannot on the one hand say ‘‘1 put a bath at New
Orleans, one by the Theatre, one in Cumberland Street, one
in Cave Hill, but to put one on the Wharf by the Govern-
ment's Crane or to put one by the Bridge ~ that {s not my
responsibility but that is the responsibility of the Central
Government.' That {s not so. The Council is responsible
for these things and I want to make it crystal clear that
as far as this Government is concerned thereis absolutely
no truth in the statement whichwas made by the hon. mem-
ber. That is completely out of the queston.

Mr. Chairman, 1 would like to remark on this one
thing more, and it is with respect tothe hon. senfor mem-
ber for St. Peter. I have never heard him so poor in my
life speaking on anything. He was one of the architects of
the Rural Amenities Fund.ltwasdonewhenhe was a mem-
ber of the Government and he knows well enough that it
could not by any means apply to baths or sanitary con-
veniences in the City of Bridgetown. How can the City of
Bridgetown be rural? The very name that is given to the
Fund would preclude and exempt the City from benefiting
from {it. 1, frankly speaking, can very well see his reason
for not supporting us and running to defend the City
Council. I would not say what I would like to say now be-
cause the hon. member is absent, However, itis absolutely
untrue to say that it is through any spite or anything like
that that this Government did not give the City Council
funds to erect sanitary. conveniences, 1t is laiddown in the
Act that they are responsible for that and they never for
one moment came to the Government and said: ‘‘We have
not sufficient funds; help us with funds.” They have never
yet said anything of the sort.

2.45 p.m.

Hon. F, E, MILLER: 1 think that for the sake of the
record ] should reveal the facts as regards what was said
by the hon. senior member for the City as well as what
was said by the hon. junior member for Christ Church.
This file starts with a letter from the Civic Circle dated
20th March, 1947, signed by Miss Nell Manning, request-
ing that something should be done in the area - particu-
larly the most 1sed - of the Fountain Gardens. It was
addressed t& the Zolonlal Secretary, and itwas despatched
to the Vestry or that ime reminding them of their re-
sponsibility for providing these facilities in the area.
The Vestry replied, and the Government considered the
question of whether the provision of these facilities was
the responsibility of the Government rather than that of
the Vestry, However, as time moved on, there was another
letter from the Colonial Secretary in a second attempt
to have these amenities arranged, and that was on the
26th July, 1951. Further on, there was a letter from Mr.
Sharpe reminding the Government of its responsibility.
There was another discussion about public latrines in
Probyn Street and there was a battle of words and there
was mucll verbosity. It is specifically set out in the Act
that the provision of these amenities is the responsi-
bility of the Vestry. There was another appeal made
in a leter by Mr. Merritt and Mr. Kidney from the
Commissioners of Health of the parish of At. Michael,
This was another attempt to get the Vestry to undertake
its responsihilicy.

There was a General Election in 1956 and the first
thing which reached me in the Ministry about a month
after I joined it was a letter from the Harbour Master,
Commander Easey, who was unhappy about the matter.
We are now discussing the possibility of encouraging the
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Tourist Industry; we should have nothing like people de-
liberately urinating in the area and we decided that some-
thing should be done about the matter, I had a discussion
about the matter and a meeting was arranged in 1957;
there are notes of the meeting held on Monday 17th june,
1957. Present at the discussion were the present Premfier,
Dr. Byer, the Director of Medical Services, Mr. Merritt,
the Chief Sanitary Inspector, St. Michael, Mr. Springer
and myself, It was at this meeting that I gave instructions
to the Committee asking them, with the assistance of
Captain Tomlin, to make a careful study of the area and
make the necessary recommendations. I have the recom-
mendations for all the units. A copywas sent to the Vestry
for further consideration and all we have had is talk and
more talk, bamboozling and more talk. (Laughter,)

The hon. senior member for the City, in supporting
the hon. junior member for Christ Church, sald that they
had despatched a letter to the Ministry askingthe Govern-
ment to glve four bits of land for the erection of these
conveniences and that they would be willing to supply
these conveniences. 1 have this file from the Ministry
and there is no such letter. I am wondering if sometdime
during the first half of today such a letter was despatched
to the Ministry; however, there is no letter in this file
asking the Government to consider the release of these
bits of land so that the Vestry could carry out its pro-
gramme, 1 hope you will agree with me, and I am sorry,
Mr. Premier, that 1 have had to use all of this time which
should have been used for something more valuable,

Mr. BRANCKER: On a point of order., Does the Hon.
Minister address the Premier when you are in the Chair,
Mr, Chairman?

Hon. F. E., MILLER: 1 am addressing you, Mr.
Chairman. The hon. member knows me only toc well to
know that 1 have an undying respect for the Chair, How~
ever, 1 am worried to this extent that I would be forced
to use measures which ordinarily I would not use in order
that these conveniences be provided by the proper author-
ides, 1 thank you, Sir.

Hon. M.E, COX: Mr. Chalrman, before you put the
question and for the purposes of the record, 1 should just
like to read Section 71 of the Public Health Act, 1954,
which had some amendments made to it from time to
time, This is what that Section says:-

A Council may, and shall where andas the Director
may direct, provide public sanitary conveniences inproper
and convenient situations.

Provided that they shall not without the consent of
the Highway Authority, which may be given upon such
terms as the Highway Authority think fit, provide such
convenlences in or under any highway, or on or under
any land forming the site of a proposed highway.

(2) A Council who provides any public sanitary
conveniences may -

(a) subject to the provisions of section one hun~-
dred and eighty seven of this Act make bye-
laws as to the conduct of persons using or
entering them;

(b) let them for such term, at such rent, and
subject to such conditions as they think fit;

{c) charge such fees for the use of any such con-
veniences other than urinals, as they think fit,

Mr, Chairman, that {8 the most important part and
we have to make our position crystal clear. Then this is
what the Act says in Section 72 ;-

‘’No person shall erect any public sanitary conveni-~
ence in, or so as to be accessible from, any street without
the consent of the Council, who may give their consent
upon such terms as to the use of the convenience or its
removal at any time, if required by them, as they think
fit.o.onn.””




It says that no person shall erect any public sanitary
convenience in, or so as to be accessible from, any street
without the consent of the Council. This particular Section
prevents even a Government from erecting any such con-
venience because it says that no person shall erect any
public sanitary convenience, in, or so as to be accessible
from, any street without the consent of the Council who
may give their consent upcn suchtermsas tq‘ﬂxe use of the
convenience or its removal at any time if required by
them, as they think fit,

Mr. Chairman: The question is that the sum of
$200.00 be voted under Head V - Harbour and Shipping.
Honourable members in favour of that will please say
“Aye’ those agalnst will please say “‘No'’. 1 think the
‘‘Ayes’’ have it.

2.55 p.m.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order,
you put the question that the sum of $200 do now pass; so
it would not have to be revoted.

The question that Head V — Harbour and Shipping
stand part, was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, 1 would lke to

draw your attention to the fact that there is no quorum
and ask that the Bell be rung.

The Bell was rung,

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, did we vote without a
quorum?

Hon. M. E. COX: Yes, and we will have to recommit
the Head.

A quorum was obtained,

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr, Chairman, would you mind
puting the question again?

The question that Head V — Harbour and Shipping
stand part, was put and resolved in the affirmative with-
out division.

Head X ~ Fire Brigade was called,

Hon. Dr. H. G. H., CUMMINS: Under Item 19 -
Stationery, 1 think it is very well known to this House and
the general public that the Fire Brigade are very active
inspecting different hydrants and Departmentg «nd making
recommendations which very often call for up-to-date
fire fighting apparatus, more hose, water buckets and
that sort of thing, and consequently we can only make
these reports after inspection. Consequently, the amount
which was voted for travelling has been expended or is
likely to be expended before the end of the financial year.
After inspections, reports are sent out to the various
people concerned and the amount voted for stationery
is likely to be expended before the end of the financial
year. We are therefor e asking for $50 in the case of
stationery and $600 for travelling.

1 beg to move that Head X - Fire Brigade stand part.
Hon. M. E, COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is that Head X stand
part .....

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, my questions should
ot embarrass the Government; so you do not need to be
quite so fast. Would the Hon. Premier be in a posidon to
tell us when it is expected that this station in St. James
will be operative? The phrase is ‘‘will shortly be com-
pleted”, but you know that ‘‘shortly’’ can mean any length
of time and can cover a multitude of delays and pro-
crastinatdons. 1 wonder if he can give us an idea when
that station will be operative. I have seen it going up for
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a long time and I do not assume that people are being paid
by the day, but by the task. We in that parish would like
to be assured that that Fire Station will be opened as
expeditiously as possible rather than ‘‘as shortly as pos-
sible’’. Could he help us with the approximate date of the
completion?

Hon. Dr. H, G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I cannot
mention any specific date, because men have to be re-
cruited and equipment will have to be obtained. 1 think the
equipment i{s on order and it is proposed to recruit men
and train them at other stations first. 1 am sorry I cannot
give the hon. member the informadon he is seeking.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, could the hon. mem-
ber help us with the date on whichit is expected the build-
ing will be completed? I should like to know that as distinct
from the opening of it.

Hon. Dr. H, G. H. CUMMINS: 1 am sorry I did not
hear that question.

Mr, BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, 1 asked the hon.
member if he could tell us when the building would be
completed.

Hon. Dr, H, G, H, CUMMINS Mr. Chairman, 1l am
sorry ] cannot tell him that either.

The question that Head X — Fire Brigade stand
part, was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,

Head XIII — Legislature, was called,

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: This amount is for a
Minister who did not draw his travelling allowance before
the end of the last financial year and this is more or less
a revote in order that this Minister may be able to get
the travelling allowance.

1 beg to move thatHead X1l - Legislature, stand part.
Hon. M. E, COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr., Chairman, may 1 inquire of
the Hon. Minister of Finance whether this Minister did
travel at any time during that month of March, and if he
did travel, whether he travelled within this island of
Barbados or whether he was in that month outside of this
Island? Perhaps the Minister’s conscience - 1 am entitled
to assume that the Ministers have consciences - did not
allow him to draw that money because he might not have
been in the island and may have been in Ridia or Ghana.
We have the most travelled Ministers in @ny mx’t of the
Bridsh Commonwealth, With the exceptio® of Mr. Harold
MacMillan, there are no Ministers inthe Britdsh Common-
wealth who travel more than ours, and if we can ascertain
whether the Minister in question was in the island and
actually travelling by Motor transport in this month of
March last year, we will consider on this side whether
we will vote this money or register our protest even if
we lose.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I can
only answer the hon. member by saying that the Ministers to
the best of my knowledge do not have to keep any record
of their daily travelling to report to anybody. There is
a flat travelling allowance and as far as I know it i{s pre-
sumed that they spend it.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, that is the point,
There is a flat travelling allowance, but if the Minister
is not in the island he cannot trave} in the island; and this
$90 a month is meant for travelling in the island.

1 am enquiring whether the Minister in question,
before 1 press for his name and designation, was in the
island of Barbados in the month of March, 1959, If he
was not in the island in that month he would not be mor-




-,

ally entitled to draw money for travelling which he did not .

do, because if he were out of theisland he would be getting
so much subsistence allowance and so many other allow-
ances that this could not possibly affect him. Was the

‘Minister within the island of Barbados during the whole

or part of this month of March, 19597

Hon. M. E. COX: Surely, Sir, the member will appre-
clate that if that holds good for a Minister out of the island,
it certainly will hold good for somebody who is on leave
as a member of the House.

Mr. TUDOR: We do not get travelling.
3.05 p.m.

Hon. M., E. COX: I would suggest that we leave that
alone. When a Minister leaves this Island, he is on Gov-
ernment business; he isnothis ownatall. (Mr. WALCOTT:
Not necessarily,) I agree with the hon. member because
he and 1 were in Geneva on two occasions in 1957 and
1958, and we were not always, especially on nights, on
Government business.

This is a fixed amount and I still repeat, even though
it is quoted against me sometimes, that the allowances
which Ministers get cannot keep on par with the purpose.
But I hate to appear to be stirring up something which
1 feel should be left alone, It is not fair to attack a Min-
ister and say that because he was out of the island he
should not draw his travelling allowance when members
can leave the Island not on Government business and yet
can be paid their salaries.

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, I do not agree with either side
in this debate and I have very good reasons for saylng so.
1 believe the Hon. Leader of the Opposidon well under-
stands why 1 say so because this same matter of travel-
ling allowance has caused a certain amount of things to be
said and written. I am not goingto say anything more about
it because on the last occasion that the Hon. Minister of
Trade and I spoke on this thing, we had a full explanation
on the matter.

I would, however, say that I do not agree with the
view expressed by the Hon. Leader of the Opposidon that,
if a Minister is out of the Island, he is morally out of
place when he draws his travelling allowance for that
period. 1 do not subscribe to that view because there is
morally nothing wrong when that happens. Travelling
allowance for a Minister is not computed on the basis
that he is to be in the Island to draw it or that he has
to travel to draw it. It was not given on any basis of how
much he travels bacause there is no criterion to know
how it amougts to :90. It is an arbitrary figure which
we have arrived at. We say that we are giving this §$90
a month to a Minister for travelling and, therefore, as
long as a member is a Minister he is entitled to draw
$90 a month towards travelling.

1 do not agree with the Hon. Minister of Trade either.
This is different from giving a man travelling allowance
just for the sake of travelling. As I have said, it was
agreed to give a Minister $90 a month for travelling
when the ministerial system came into being -or whatever
the amount was then. {( A VOICE: It was $60.) Where I do
not agree with the Hon. Minister is in his referring to
the salary which hon. membets get. 1 am a member of
this House. 1 do not think any member comes in here on
the basis of drawing a salary, because, to be quite frank,
a man today who wants to be a representative of the people
and who is not capable in his own private capacity to de-
mand more than $220 a month is not worth much, because
this $220 a month is what you pay to a boy. A Senior
Clerk gets more than $220 a month. You can get a $220
a month job anywhere about here. As a matter of fact,
1 do-diot know if the word *‘salary’’ is written down against
what a member draws per month. 1 do not think {t is
written down that way. Anyhow, it cannot be regarded
that members have to be in the Island for the month or
that they must come to the meetings of the House to be
entitled to get it, because a representative of the people
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has other things to do than to be in here. For that reason
I would not like that impression to go out to the public.

The hon. Leader of the Oppositlon did not say that
the Ministers should not get their salaries. He said that
they should not draw their allowance for travelling when
they were out of the Island. He puts the allowance for
travelling in a different category because you are entitled
to your salary whether you are in the island or not. The
opinion is that when a Minister is out of the island he is
supposedly out on Government business. TheHon. Minister
of Trade thought that I was facetdous when I said in reply
to that, not necessarily. I well remember that some time
ago, some Ministers went out of the Island on Government
business and alongside with that, they were invited to
attend a meeting of the West Indian Federal Labour Party.
There was another occasion when a Minister said that
he was invited in his private capacity to attend celebra-
dons in another country and not as a Minister or a mem-
ber of the House. He used the words ‘‘in his personal
capacity’’; therefore, you cannot be out of the Island in
your personal capacity and at the same time be a repre-
sentative of the Government. That is why I told the Hon,
Minister of Trade that each time a member is out of the
island, it does not necessarily mean that he is out on
Government business. If you are out on a conference
which is going to last for three weeks, you cannot say
that you are coming back to Barbados every night: and
if you take the opportunity when you are out to stay over
for two or three days to do something on your own, you
cannot say that that is anything wrong. That is whyl
do not subscribe to the view that you have to be out all
the time on Government business.

What | would say here now, andit is something which
I am repeating from the time I came here, is that1 can-
not see why an ordinary member of the House is not en-
titled to travelling allowance. I am serious about this.
He is entitled to travelling allowance as much as any
Minister. Do not let us worry with even quoting members
of the Local Government who get travelling allowance
because Local Government is another name. A Local
Government member gets travelling allowance and he
should not have to travel as much as a member of the
House of Assembly. I feel that the time has come when
members of the House are entitled totravellingallowance.
3.15 p.m.

I go further, and 1 am not afraid of saying it, that
hon. members of this House are entitled to what] re-
gard as representation allowance, in so far as Income
Tax 1s concerned. 1 am of the opinion that if you spend
four cents per hundred persons, an amount should be put
down which represents what can be regarded as a man’s
electioneering expenses. If you regard a man as paying
income tax on emoluments which he receives from the
House of Assembly, you should regard him also asin-
curring legitimate expenses by reason of being a mem-
ber of the House; therefore there cannot be anything
wrong in this world in saying that there are legitimate
expenses which should be met. In so far as these allow-
ances are concerned, I only rise to say that I do not want
to be silent on the matter; I do not agree that because
a Minister is out of the island there i3 anything immoral
about his drawing travelling allowance because he did
not travel. In the present situation, if a Minister is out
of the island for five years, for every day of those five
years he is entitled to travelling allowance. You will have
to make a change so as to say that a Minister will only
get travelling allowance as long as he is in the island;
but if you treat it in this mammer as a commuted allow-
ance, you have to allow it to remain as such.

The gquestion that Head XIII stand part of the

Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative without
divisiin, '
HEAD XV - POLICE
Head XV — Police was called,

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS Mr. Chairman, the

Hirst item under this Head is Item 32 *‘ Clothing and Equip~- " ~




ment,’} ‘and the amount required is $3,420, Hon. members
will remember that recently the number of Policemen
has been increased and this amount of money is required
for the purpose of providing uniform, etc., for these
new men. The next Item is Item 38 ‘' Burials'’. The amount
voted in respect of this Item in this year's Estimates
was $100.00 and we are asking the Committee to supple-
ment that amount by $200.00. This amount is required
because in the case of one Police Constable who died,
his funeral expenses involved the whole vote. This Police
Constable died in service and was buried in accordance
with Section 97 of the Police Act 1908, This sum of $200.00
is required to meet this lability and a similar sum is to
be retained so as to meet similar cases during the year.
Section 97 of the Police Act, 1908 states:-

“The funeral expenses of all members of the Police
Force, except the Commissioner, Deputy Commissioner,
Superintendents and Assistant Superintendents, dying whilst
in the Force shall be defrayed from the Public Treasury.”

The funeral expenses of this constable were paid
and a similar amount is due to the estate of another con-
stable. That will require $100.00 of the $200.00 which
is now being asked for and a similar sum will be retained
for the purpose of meeting similar cases.

The next Item is Item 44 ‘‘New Instruments for
Band’’. During the financial year the sum of $800.00
was voted for the purchase of these new instruments;
it is proposed to purchase a bassoon and information
has been received that the landed cost will be $1,050.
Therefore the sum of $250.00 will be required to meet
these expenses.

As to the next Item, ‘‘Subsistence Allowance’’ for
N.C.0's and men, the amount voted in the Estimates was
$5,633 and a further amount of $1,800 is required.

Item 61 is ‘‘Newspapers’’. The subscripdon to the
Advocate has been increased lately and this amount of
$30.00 is required to meet the increased cost of the
subscriptions since the Advocate is sent to every Police
Station,

The last Item is Item 69, *‘ Removal of Dead Bodies"’.
This work is done by contract. The sum of $1,600.00
was voted in the Estimates; approximately $1,430.00 has
been spent up to the end of October last year and this
amount of $500.00 is required for the purpose of carrying
on this work until the end of the current financial year.
1 beg to move that Head XV stand part of the Schedule.

Hon. L. St.A, THORNE: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, 1 am rather sur-
prised firstly at the wording of this note. If you have
read it with care, which I am sure you have, this sen-
tence must have struck you. It says this:-

**This amount was paid to the estate of one constable
who died in service during the year under Section 97
of the Police Act, 1908......."" A little punctuatdon would
have been very helpful in a case like this. Section 97
of the Police Act tells us that the funeral expenses of
all members of the Police Force except the Commis-
sioner, the Deputy Commissioner, Superintendents
and Assistant Superintendents dying whilst in the force
shall be-defrayed from the Public Treasury. I am won-
dering what sort of funeral turn out - I think that is the
correct expression - he would have had for $100.00;
1 cannot imagine him having anything like a respectable
or worthwhile - looking turnout, which would befita mem-
ber of the Police Force for $100,00, particularly as the
expenses are being defrayed by law out of the Public
Treasury. 1 am wondering if the relatives of this con-
stable subscribed something more so as to make up for
the cost of & decent outfit, A funeral outfit in these days
costing $100.00 even with the best fumeral outfitting es-
tablishments which are among the most economical,
would not be good enough for a member of the Police
Force especially, as 1 say, when the Public Treasury
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is meeting the bill. I would like to find out from the
Hon. Minister of Finance whether the Govermment, in
this case, only contributed to the funeral expenses or
if this $100.00 represents the full Undertaker's bill.
3.25 p.m.

I cannot see anything worthy enough for that price today
unless of course it is that this one undertaker gets all
this business and he is working at this reasonable price
hoping that as many policemen as possible will die as
quickly as possible.

Now, Sir, in connection with this subsistence allow-
ance, we are reminded [that authority has been granted
during this financial year for an increase inthe establish-
ment of the Police Force,and that recalls to mind, Mr.
Chairman, the amendment which the Oppositdon made to
the reply to the Speech in answer to the Governor’s Ad-
dress which we tabled in April of last year. You will re-
member, Sir, in that reply, our amendment in paragraph
7 in which we said that it is hoped that due consideration
is being given to the number of men in the Force which
is clearly inadequate, resulting today in police constables
being required to do twelve consecutive hours of work as
one duty period. If for the increase in personnel in the
Force you need $2,730 to equip a certain number of men
at $65 each, that would give us 42 men. | think you will
do that quick calculation for me, Mr. Chairman. I doubt
42 men would be sufficient relief to be provided to ensure
that policemen no longer have to do either a twelve hour
duty period or even a period of nine hours or any period
exceeding six hours at any one time.

1 certainly know in the rural districts that they have
to do very long duty periods. For the policemen on duty
answering the telephone in rural stations or keeping the

Diary, to my perscnal knowledge twelve hours is nothing .

unusual for him to be required to do, and I am wondering
if the forty-two men proposed will be sufficlent to relieve
that grievance from which these men suifer. They really
have no means of putting up a complaint. As you know,
there is an organisation known as.the Police Association,
but it takes a very courageous policeman to put a point
of view in that Association. It happened once in the case
of a policeman who is now in the Trinidad Police Force
and he was immediately transferred to some other duty
which deprived him of a travelling allowance of $40 a
month by the then Commissioner. Since that happened
to Mr. Campbell Springer, no other policeman has taken
the risk of getting up at a Police Assoclation meeting
and putting a problem which was not fully acceptable to,
or he was certain would meet the approval of, the Com-~
missioner or Deputy Commissioner of Police. That As-
soclation is a farce; it is not representative of the points
of view of the Force,
Py L J

I am hoping that, when we pass tils amount which we
certainly have no objection to voting, it will afford suffi-
clent relief whereby those policemen who now have to do
twelve hours’ continous duty will be required as a result
only to do the normal and reasonable period of duty. In
connection with the increase in the Force which we will
be sanctioning if this Resolution passes, we have to con~
sider that a policeman is not required on being accepted
for the Force to pass an examination as a chef. Some of
these men suffer great hardship when they go into the
Force and are put at a station far from their homes.
That cannot be helped at times-obviously you cannot have
enough St. James men to put in Holetown and only St.
Michael men for the metropolitan parish and so on - but
consideration has got to be given either to give them
much more leave so that they can go home for one meal
a day, or for those who can cook there should be some
means whereby they may get a proper meal cooked, In
St. Michael it is not so difficult because there are res-
taurants, cook-shops and various facilides, but in the
rural districts they complain to me that they suffer this
hardship. Sometimes they get a meal cooked, but itis
said that God sends good food, but the devil provides the
cook.

We are therefore supporting this Resolution, Mr.
Chairman, and 1 trust we will have the agsurance expressed
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or implied by the Minister of Finance that this should go
a long way to relieving these policemen, particularly
in the rural areas of the long duty which they are of ne-
cessity required to perform. In other words, are 42 men
adequate or not? Did the Commissioner ask for twice forty-
two and the Cabinet reduced it or did the Financial Secret-
ary, as he thinks his duty it is to do, persuade the Cabinet
to reduce it? s this the maximum number which the
Police Board advised the Cabinet is all that is necessary
to make the Force fully staffed with reasonable off-duty
periods and periods of work which are not longer than
our Trade Unionist specialist in this House would agree
they should have to perform?

1 think, Sir, that is the principal aspect of this vote
on which I would like to comment, and] trust an assurance
may be forthcoming from the Hon. Premier.

The question that Head XV — Police, stand pert

was put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

Head XXXVIIl —~ Old Age Pensions was called.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Now this amount, Sir,
as set out in the Note, is to provide for a certain amount
of Old Age Pensioners coming on the roll. The present
number on the roll is 9,068 and it is expected that it is
likely to increase to 9,100 by the end of the financial year,
and this $18,000 is requested to meet commitments to
the end of the financial year.

If I am not mistaken, Sir, there is some queston
on the Order Paper standing in the name of the hon. senior
member for St. Lucy, but I have not seen it.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, ona point of explanation,
1 would like to inform the hon. member that there is under
Private Members’ Business a notice of a motion.

Hon. Dr. H.G, H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, 1 was
about to say that I shall not anticipate the hon. member
by saying anything now which might be some reference
to the Resolution which he now says stands on the Order
Paper.

3.35 p.m.

Again, I say that this amount which is sought here
is to provide for the payment of pension to about 100
people - 1 do not think it is 100 people - who were added
to the roll and to provide payment for them until the end
of this financial year.

I beg to move that Head XXXVIIl stand part.
Hon. M. E. CO‘ I beg to second that.
»

Mr. TUDOR: Mir. Chairman, like the Hon. Premier
1, myself, have not been minded to anticipate anything
which I have to say when 1 come to move the motion which
stands under my name toanQrderunder Private Members’
Business. Although they both deal with Old Age Pension,
they deal with different aspects of it. This Resolution is
for the purpose of making provision for those pensioners

which are to beadded to the roll between now and the end of |

the year; my Resolution is for an increase in the amount
given to Old Age Pensioners.

However, there is one comment which I want to make
and it is towards the administration of Old Age Pension.
Quite a few people complain that they experience some
difficulty at the places where they go to receive their
pensions largely because, 1 think, not enough persons
are there to attend them when they are there in full
strength. Secondly, when it so happens that they cannot
attend at those places for a week or so, the people whom
they send have difficulty in getting themselves identified
in order to get the pension for whom they were asking,
and in some cases, for one reason or another, they have

to go back two or three times before they can collect the !

pension for those poor old people.
As 1 have said, 1 think that is an administrative
matter and Government can do something to make sure

that people, when they attend in person, can be attended
to quickly, and when they cannot attend in person, that
those who attend for them can be identified easily. The
procedure of a person receiving money for pensioners
should be explained to them so that there would be the
least amount of delay.

Another thing is that some of the people who attend
Old Age Pensioners complain sometimes of the short tem-
pers, the general feeling and the lack of good behaviour
occasionally among the old people, and the old people
also complain of the short tempers of those who attend
them and because this shortness in tempers and so forth,
some unpleasantness is caused. 1 wonder if it could be
pointed out to those people who have to deal with these
Old Age Pensioners that, first of all, these old people
are not always responsible for their shortness of temper
because they have quite a lot to attend to. They are not
so well placed at home; therefore, they cannot smile
always. And if a little more cheerfulness could be ex-
tended to them, it may prevent them from being so
quarrelsome.

Another thing which Government should do, just as
they should do in respect of Post Offices, is to see to it
that enough seating accommodation is provided so that
these people would not have to stand for longer than was
necessary when they go to recelve their pensions. I,
myself, believe that their shortness of temper and their
inclinatdon to be rude is due to the fact that they have to
stand for a longer time than they ought to. If seating ac-
commodation can be provided for them, that may help
to smooth their feelings and cause them to behave ina
quiet manner.

As I have said, these are matters which can be
handled from the administrative level and if investigated
and attended to, might do away witha lot of the unpleasant-
ness which is caused when pensioners have to be paid.
The other matters are matters of ploicy and can well
wait a full discussion on the payment to Old Age Pen-
sioners as such.

The question that Head XXXVIIl stand part was

put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I beg
to move that this Resolution for the sum of $25,160 do
now pass.

Hon. M, E, COX: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-

tive without division,

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1959-60, NO. 37
TENANTRY ROADS!

Hon. R, G, MAPP: Mr. Chairman, hon. members will
recall that im the Development Plan, we had a sum of
money fof - tenantry roads, $185,000 coming from local
funds and $400,000 from C.D.& W. Funds. Now, Sir, the
funds that were obtainable from C,D.&W. came to an end
this year.

These various amounts, as can be seenin the Adden-
dum to the Resolution, have lapsed due to one reason or
another, principally because the Department of Highways
and Transport had been very busy on the re-instatement
of roads that had been dug up by various public utilities.
However, we want to complete the programme of con-
structing the 28 miles of road specified in the scheme
before the end of the financial year; so we are asking
the House to vote the additional sum set out in the Reso~
ludon.

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.
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Hon. L. St. A. THORNE: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, of course, we are
all very glad to see that the Government is anxious to
complete the 28 miles of tenantry roads that were set
out to be done some years ago; but the reason given for
the non-completion of this work, which is, that the High-
ways and Transport Department was particularly concern-
ed or was busily engaged in doing other roads, cannot be
altogether correct. That would apply to some parishes
but there are many parishes where this work was under-
taken until recently by the Road Commissioners; and had
they been given the funds to carry on, I am sure that their
work would have been completed.

What is worrying the people in Christ Church -~ and
I do hope that the Minister will give us some idea of what
is happening - is that the work on the roads in Christ
Church ceased a week before Christmas. 1 am speaking
of the work on the roads in the southern area of Christ
Church, that is to say, Rendezvous and up. It is most
unusual in Christ Church for that to happen because
previously funds were always available to carry on the
work on roads down to the end of March.
3.45 p.m.

These road workers and rock blasters find them-
selves out of work at a time when they can least afford
to be unemployed. As you know, Sir, the drought has
taken heavy toll in that area. The canes in Christ Church
are at the lowest, so much so that one syrup factory in
that area will not be grinding any canes this year. They
will have to send their canes to a factory and that will
provide less work because it is estimated thatthecrop
will last for about five weeks only and it would not pay
them to start. ‘All of this has happened at a bad time. One
reason given for it is that the allocationfor Christ Church
has. been divided owing to the division under the Local
Government System and the City area, and work in that
parti' of Christ Church from Rendezvous down has been
done by the Department of Highways and Transport, while
the balance of the allocation is insufficient to carry on
the work. 1 hope that the Hon. Minister wiil be able to
throw some light on the matter. 1 have been asking the
authorities about it; 1 know that the people are out of
work at a time when they can least afford to be idle.
After the parish roads have been done, the tenantry roads
are. taken over. As I say, 1 would be very much obliged
if the Hon. Minister would help us in this matter.

Mr. WALCOQTT: Mr. Chairman, I, too, would like
to say that I am not happy about what the Hon. Minister
has said. He said that the reason for this revote is that
the money lapsed because they were too busy in dealing
with the things which the Public Utilities had done. 1 have
drawn to the Minister's attention in a debate in this House
that there were men who were dismissed from the De-
partment of Highways and Transport and the Minister's
reply was that after a survey had been made it was proved
that there were too many people employed in this parti-
cular Department of Transport. | feel that when you come
to a revote in Barbados on the ground that you were too
busyand you. could not spend the money, that argument
should be used in a place where there is full employment,
not in a place where there is terrific unemployment and
underemployment even among the people who are working
for the Government. I am sure that all of these workers
cannot get 52 weeks '’ work in a year. It is a very serious
thing to hear that they were too busy and they could not
do this work when lots of people are looking for work.
It has been so all over the world, that whenever you are
struck with a depression, you look to the Public Works
Department to take up that depression because you pro-
vide work, and therefore you provide a service. You
will make use of a road and you will always be in a posi-
tion to do so. Far from there being not enough work on
account of their being too busy with the other roads which
the Pyblic Utilities have dug up, 1 would like to hear from
the Hon. Minister whether it {s the intention of the Gov~
ernment to intensify the work on tenantry roads or on
other roads in order to provide more employment, be-
cause there is going to be, as a result of thedroughtand

the short fall, a lowering of the price of sugar. We will
lose about $6 million to $7 million in 1960; that is to say,
less money will be distributed in 1960 than was dis-
tributed in 1959. You can see what is the difference be-
tween this year's crop and last year’s crop; you can
make a deduction and you will get the final answer. It
does not need any Solomon to do that. Where your total
national income is in the vicinity of $70 million or $80
million and you get a drop in income representing 10%
of your total national income, it is a serious matter; and
that in itself is going to be about 20% of the total income
in the sugar industry. That is going to be reflected in
the total amount which you estimate for the tourist in-
dustry. You have to be prepared to grapple with this
situation and not have a period which will be too hard
for you.

The programme in these tenantries should be inten-
sified, but not on the basis of just building tenantry roads.
I think that we should undertake some survey about the
tenantry roads., There is the tendency that some people
will go and put their houses in any cart track and call
upon the Government to build a road in a cul-de-sac.
You must be able to guide people aright and tell them not
to put theilr houses in these places and then call for ex-
penditure. I think the Government should come down with
some sweeping changes; they should close up all the
allies in Bridgetown which serve no purpose, and in
other places the land on both sides should be given to
the people and do not let us have the idea of maintaining
an alley like Philadelphia Lane where only a push cart
or hand cart passes through places like that. You should
stop some of the maintenance on some of these roads
and you should get down to dealing with roads which
will serve the sort of traffic which we have now.

3,55 p.m.

While on Communications - and this isnot a tenantry
road - 1 will draw to the Minister's attention thatl
have driven over the new road, and although I am not
an expert on this, I can tell when a road is bumpy from
when it is smooth. At least you would expect in building
a new road like that to feel the Hon. Minister is
looking at you, Mr. Chairman; I wonder if he wants to
hear that the Head is ‘‘Communications’’. - that you are
driving over a road like the Churchill-Roosevelt Road.
It is a narrow strip of road and I must say that} was
shocked to think that I was driving over a road which
opened last week.

Now if a Minister is not interested in the money
he is spending and thinks that all that matters 1s to have
his picture taken at the opening of the road, you will find
that it is a waste of our money. Ygu are Minister of
Communications and Works and underffthis Hgad you are
now. asking for money to build roads arfi it f at this point
that I am drawing the matter to your dttention. Whether
it is tenantry roads or public highways, you are the Min-
ister in charge of Communications and 1 am drawing to
your attention something that comes under your portfolio
which should be locked into. There {s this arrogant idea
that you cannot draw anything to the Government's atten-
tdon. (Hon. R. G, MAPP: What is that to do with this?)
The hon. member asked what is that to do with him.

Hon. R, G, MAPP: Mr. Chairman, I must interrupt
on a point of order. I never asked what it is to do with
me; | asked what it is to do with this Head. If you want
to have a full-dress debate on Sandy Lane in its appro-
priate place, 1 am quite willing; but for Heaven's sake
we have to stick to the subject of the Resolution.

Mr. WALCOQTT: What Rule am I breaking? He is
Minister of Communications and Works and is asking
the House for approval in a vote for tenantry roads. He

A,

is also Minister for other road services, and 1 am taking -~

this opportunity under this Head to say that one would
have expected the road which has just been opened to be
an excellent one, He asked what is that to do with him.

Hon. R. G, MAPP: Mr. Chairman, I again interrupt
the hon. member. Is this road a tenantry road? If it is




not, then I submit it does not come under this Head. I am
not afraid to face the hon. member with that.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. senior member
for St. Peter please stick to the Resolution which is
before the House?

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, the Head is not
Tenantry Roads; the Head is ‘ Communications.”

Mr. CHAIRMAN: It is “Communications.”’

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, do not let us argue
the elementary; the Head is not ‘‘Tenantry Roads’’; the
Item is ‘““Tenantry Roads.”

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Well, deal with that. Roads come
under Communications.

Mr. WALCOTT: Obvioysly that is the point I am
making and because of the fact that roads come under
‘‘Communications’’, 1 am taking this opportunity of bring-
ing this matter to his attendon. That is what you do
in Parliament under a money Resolution: so do not let
us get to the elementary by trying to teach Ministers
how you should debate questions on these matters. The
Minister is asking this House for money to spend in
his Ministry, and 1 am taking the opportunity to deal with
something that comes within his Ministry - not Housing,
but roads which come under the Head of ‘‘Communica-
tions'’ - to draw to his attention = without debating it -
that the new road which has just been opened and over
which I drove is a road which you would expect to be in
a beter condition as a new road than what it is, and we
hope that such roads that we do, even tenantry roads,
would be better. This is money you are spending, but
he does not want to hear this; and if this arrogance con-
tinues, we will not get the proper services for our money
because as a representative of the people 1 keep my eyes
open whenever 1 pass anywhere, and if I see anything of
public importance 1 make a mental note of it and when
I come here and it is something that comes under any
debate, I am going to raise it.

If other members have driven over that road and
are satisfied, and if you who live in that area, Mr. Chair-
man, are satisfied that it is done to the best which you
expect for a new road, 1 will say thatl have driven
over new roads inside and outside of Barbados which
were in better condition than this. That road for some
given reason has several bumps and 1 do not know if
you expect that these bumps are going to settle them-
selves down, but we do not expect these bumps in a new
road. If that is what hon. members are failing to say, and
if that has n.othing o do with the Minister, I do not know
what would hae an rthing to do with him under that Head
if I raise that matte¥.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, it was indeed a
strange remark tofall from the lips of the Minister of Com-
munications that the Department was very busy on the
reinstatement of roads and as a result this money was
allowed to lapse. How, Sir, could the Department be so
busy on the reinstatement of roads which were dug up by
the various services - telephone, electric, gas or what-
ever it is - for you to be unable to proceed with the nor-
mal road programme, thereby not only keeping the roads
of the island in order, but also in providing most es-
sential employment for those people whose only liveihood
is to work on the roads of this country? There must be
something wrong with the running of that Department. It
may be that the Head, who, 1 understand, is not exactly
a Graduate Engineer, is unable to cope with more than
one or two small jobs at one time, because certainly the
labour was available. The road workers were ready to
assume their normal employment if only they had been
called out, but it would appear so ridiculous on the record
that because the Department was very busy on reinstating
roads which had been dug up by public utilities, as a re-
sult they could not keep pace. There were only twenty-
eight miles of road which were specified in the road pro-
gramme, and the result is that we are asked today to re-
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vote the remainder of the lapsed balances amounting to
$17,594. Of course, Sir, we in the Oppositon will support
that, :

Another point which arises is this: when this Reso-
lutdon is passed, as of course it will be passed, there will
be the taking on of labourers and I am working on one or
two particular cases, There is considerable discrimina-
tion being exercised in the taking on of labourers to work
on these roads. There are one or two overseers who
seem to regard themselves as canvassers paid, not by
members of the Government Party, but out of the funds
in the Public Treasury to canvass for and sponsor the
programme, and I have certain cases in mind of which
more may be heard sooner rather than later in which
overseers are taking on people after reference to a
Political Party’s book to discover whether or not these
workers are members of a certain Political Party. If they
belong to one Party, they are not taken on; but if they
belong to another Party they are allowed to resume work,
even although the people who have not beentaken on in some
instances have been people working for as long as twelve
years with the Department of Highways and Transport, and
they have been replaced through no fault of their own by
people who have not worked so long with the Department,
simply because polidcal vicdmisation is at the moment
rampant and is used in this Department to a greater ex-
tent than any other Department which I have in mind other
than the Transport Board. But we will deal with that later
on. It is so easy to get a job as a conductor or a driver if
one carries a note. | have not heard, Mr. Chairman, of
notes being carried in connection with these vacancies for
labourers when new works are started.

4.05 p.m.

1 do not think a note is carried, but sufficient in-
formation is told to enable one or two particular cases
to come out as regards people who were usually em-
ployed or re-employed in this Department of Highways and
Transport and Labour. Anyhow, that would be dealt with
- not in this House ~ by means of an affidavit in the Law
Courts. '

I am saying that there is no reason why in this state
of Denmark, because roads have been dug up by public
utilities, this Department has to abandon or temporarily
leave aside its programme of constructing the 28 miles
of roads specified in its road programme.

Of course, the people are grateful for the work when
it comes: but how much better would it be, particularly in
the absence of a Christmas Bonus, for those people to be
employed in the months of Novemberand December so that
they would be able to enjoy not the sort of Christmas Your
Honour enjoys, but to enjoy a quiet Christmas of 1959]
When people are waiting for work, and theninstead of get-
ting work, they are turned off, particularly those people
who have been accustomed to regardthemselves asregular
casual employees of the Department, that reallyis not good
enough. We have heard today of a Minister who did not
draw his travelling allowance for one month, but that is one
month only. When you have this class of people laid off for
two or three months simply because a Head of a Depart-
ment is concerned, not with maintaining his regular road
programme but with doing other things, that really is not
saying much for the Department or its Head, and ] trust
that we will never hear a similar statement made in this
House, I trust 1 will not hear again that the regular pro-
gramme as was specified was disrupted; that is to say,
28 miles of road specified in the programme was left un-
completed and because of that, this amount of $17,594 has
to be revoted simply because of the little extra duties; a
few miles of roads had to be reinstated, because the gas
works or some other public utility has had to get the road
dug up for them to do their work.

Hon. R, G, MAPP: Mr. Chairman, it seems to me
that some hon. members of the Opposition are making
great play of what I said about one of the reasons for the
lapsing of this amount was that the Department of Highways
and Transport was heavily engaged in the work of rein-
statement of roads dug up by a public utility. Mr. Chair-




man, I do not see why hon. members should assume that
because the Department was engaged in this work it led
to unemployment on a big scale, as the hon. senfor mem-
ber for St. Peter seemed to believe, It is to the contrary.
I will attempt to show the Committee that the opposite is
the truth,

Now, Sir, to put it in a nutshell, it is impossible for
this Department or for the Government and the Ministry
to estimate at the beginning of the financial year to what
extent the Department will be required to carry out work
in reinstating roads dug up by public utilides. We do not
know a year ahead what is the programme of the Barba-
dos Light and Power Company or the Gas Works or even
of the Waterworks or any other Department of Govern-
ment. They are required to send inanoutline of their pro-
gramme six months ahead of the date that the programme
is to be started, but very often due to the delay in obtain-
ing material or due to one thing or the other, they can~
not tell us exactly what the programmewill be like. Some-~
tdmes it is heavier than what is anticipated, and so on.

What happens is this; due sometimes to the fact that
expected materials suddenly arrive, these public utilities,
in order to get ahead with their programme, suddenly
notify the Department of Highways and Transport, and that
means that the Department has to shift its equipment so to
speak, such as road rollers, to the jobof these utllities so
that traffic will not be dislocated to any extent. Surely that
does not necessarily mean that a large lot of people would
be dislocated. Immediately this equipment is shifted, you
get the work going on. What I meanto say is that generally
when you shift the equipment youalso shift the people along
with it. We had a lot of work in Dayrells Road where the
Gas Works was laying mains. Why hon. members try to
make out that this has led to unemployment beats me. Lest
some hon. member who is listening is unaware of the
truth and feels that Government is not helping the unem-
ployment programme, may I remind the Committee that
we have employed a record number of people - over
6,000 - in the Department this financial year. Of those
people, we have employed over 1,600 since the end of
May. In what previous Government has that been done?
This has nothing to do with those employed in the workshop.
Far from there being less people employed this year,
more people have been employed and re-employed than
ever before.

There are one or two other points that have been
raised. There were the usual statements about vicimiza-
tion and so on raised by the last hon. member who spoke.
1 wonder if he has heard that some of our own Party sup-
porters have come to me bringing tales of victimizaton
against them, cases of prejudice and so on against them
by Heads of Departments.

4.15 p.m.

There will always be human complaints and human be-
Hefs; but the hon. member is in the position of being
shadow Premier; irhagine him making an irresponsible
statement like that, that the Department is victimising
peoplel He is dwelling in the shadows and why does he not
come out in the light? He says that Heads of Departments
ate victimising people because they belong to that Party.

Mr. BRANCKER: On a point of order. Mr. Chairman,
is the hon. member saying that I am making an untrue
statement? If he is saying that, then you must call upon
him to withdraw it. 1 object to it.

Hon. R. G, MAPP: Is the hon. member objecting
to what I am saying or what 1 said as being untrue? The
charge which you have made against this particular Depart-
ment is untrue.

Mr. BRANCKER: Whom is the hon. member address-
ing? Is he addressing you, Mr. Chairman, me, or whom?

Hon. R. G, MAPP: Mr. Chairman, I will clear that up
in a moment.

Mr. BRANCKER: On & point of order. Irrespective of
Party, Mr. Chairman, you must deal with members of
your Party just as you deal with any other member of this
House. 1 have got up on a point of order and the hon. mem-
ber has remained standing; certain of his colleagues would
not do that, of course. I am trying to protect the Chair, and
1 will say that the hon. member canonly address you when
he is standing.

Hon. R, G, MAPP: Mr. Chairman, I am not worrying
to continue with that because 1 believe the hon. member
himself feels that he is being light. The hon. member must
surely realise that he is only catching at straws, or rather
he is catching at less than straws; nevertheless, there are
serious charges which have been made and they have been
made in a place suchas thisHouse.I have heard an allega-
ton made by people who should have employment and
those who are even employed, and if I have proof that any
victimisatdon is carried on by any officer or any person,
that is something' which 1 will deal with most strongly;
but the mere fact that people cannot get work is not dic-
tated by the fact that they belong to that Party and not to
this Party. I have more complaints from people that Heads
of Departments are victimising them because they belong to
the Labour Party than otherwise. The hon. member knows.
that; therefore why should he say that Heads of Depart-
ments are vicdmising people because they belong to a
partcular Party?

Mr. BRANCKER: On a point of explanation. I have
never said that Heads of Departments are doing that.

Hon. R. G. MAPP; Mr. Chairman, I bear my responsi-
bility and the Head of a Department mustbear the respon-
sibllity for what goes on, and I hepe that the han. member
bears the responsibility for what goes on in lLis Party.
However, Mr. Chairman, I camnot allow these allegations

The hon. senfor member for St. Peter has mentioned
the Sandy Lane Road. It is only for the sake of the record
that ] will say this, but I am surprised that the hon. mem-
ber was So taken up apparently in looking at my picture -
1 did not know it was so pretty - that he did not se2 what
I said on the occasion of the opening of the road. The Com-
pany who has built the road is responsible for any de-
fects in that road. 1f we find that these ‘‘bumps’’, as the
hon. member has called them, do not disappear and iron
out and that they have been caused by some defect in the
road, then the Company has to put them straight. They
are responsible for the road for a year; and if we find
that after six months that the surface is not good enough,
then we will call uponthem to remedy the defect and supply
a better surface,

When the road was to be openL ori.g;lnally. in fact,
the Government had no opportunity of visiting that road
untl the temporary first opening. 1 said that the Govern~
ment must look at the road before the trial opening. We
went down and made an inspection of the road. We allowed
one week as a trial and we insisted that there must be a
period of one year during which this Company must take
the responsibility for any defects in that road. Mr. Chair-
man, this Committee can rest assured that we are not al-
lowing this Company to pull any wool across our eyes
or anything of the sort. We are quite aware of our re-
sponsibility in this matter and we are quite prepared to
carry it out.

As regards the question raised by the hon. junior
member for Christ Church about the tenantry roads,I have
had a delegadon from the Highway Commissioners and
other members up there. A part of the road in their areas
has been left, undone by the old Vestry. What has happened
is that previously we never gave a grantto Christ Church;
they always found the money to repair these roads be-
cause they are a rich part of the island. Now that Christ
Church has been divided, it means thata lot of the tenantry
roads which had been left undone and unrepaired upder the
old regime cannot be done under this regime. However, 1

to go unanswered, 1 will say no more on this occasion.
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am going into the matter and Iwill promise the hon. mem-
ber to let him know what the posidon is in a Statement
because it is not correcttoinfer thatit is all due to any in-
action or neglect on the part of this Government that these
roads are not being repaired. One of the members of the
delegation said that they did more roads in Christ Church
than in any other part of the island. The point is that the
Vestry used to concentrate on the ‘tourist’ roads. That is

the allegation; that is what was put to me. Now there is

a new system and the grantis for the total number of roads
throughout the year without regard to anyone. They have
asked for this increase because now that that part of
Christ Church has been cut off they will have no money to
repair these roads without a grant.

4.25 p.m.

That is what has been put to me.l am going into the posi-
tion and I am quite prepared to make a Statement for the
benefit of the House and the hon. member in the near
future.

Mr. GODDARD: I thank the Minister for throwing
some light on it; but when he is meeting these delegadons,
he should certainly meet people who formed part of the
old Vestry, because that is not altogether correct andl
know that the delegation that would go to him would more
or less say that.

There are several roads in the southern part of
Christ Church that need to be widened, but there are still
some in the Worthing View part of Christ Church that need
similar treatment; one of them is the Morgan Road - the one
from Rendezvous leading to Brittons Hill; soitis not alto-
gether fair to say thatall attention was paid to the Worthing
View part of Christ Church.

1 thank you very much for your explanation and 1 do
hope that when you meet the delegation againyou will have
an opportunity of also meeting some of the people who
were responsible in the old regime, andl am sure they will
explain the whole thing to you.lhave never been a member
of the Road Authority, but I do know something of it.

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, 1 must thank the hon.
member too for the reply he gave about Sandy Lane, be-
cause as ] said it was not intended to be a debate on Sandy
Lane. If he had listened to me carefully, he would have
heard that I said 1 was not an engineer or an expert, but
it appeared to me that the road was bumpy andl stll
maintain that. If the Company is going to reinstate it, by
all means it should be done; but 1 have driven on new
roads before, and I will repeat that in my opinion this
road is not to the standard of new roads which I have seen
built before in Barbados. (Hon. M, E. COX: Your car may
want changing,) -

It has don® 40200 miles and is in first-class con-
didon. Any man whd owns a motor-car can pay a little
more taxation, because when you spread the cost over the
whole cost of a motor-car, itis infinitesimalto the service
you get, tyres and upkeep, as compared with smaller items
like a house.

The hon, member said they could not estimate - and
1 am sure he could not mean that - the amount of work
they will have to do when you have public utdlities in-
terfering with roads. 1 am sure he could not mean ‘‘es-
timate’’ because the whole budget 1s based onan estimate.
For the work that has been done over So many years
you must have people who are capable of estimating
how much you will do. You cannot work on the assumption
that there is golng to be any reinstatement of roads by
public utilities; you must work on the assumption that if
the reinstatement on roads for the last five years rep-
resent so much money, you cannot see yourself in this
year with no money to be spent on reinstatement of roads;
so the hon. member could not mean ‘‘estimate’’. You may
say you do not know accurately how much money you would
require, but nobody would know accurately how much
money other than fixed salaries would be needed; so an
estimate presupposes that you are going into these things
on the basis of hypothesis without knowing how much

would be required, because an estimate is not supposed
to be an accurate account. I only say that to correct the
hon. member.

When the hon. member talks about what happened
under other Governments, he should get this straight;
when you use that phrase, you should leave it for when
you are in Porey Spring talking to a group of workers
and you are making a broad, general statement that today
things are different from what they used to be; if things
were not going to be different today, youwould be the same
age as you were 19 years ago. Youhave to appreciate cer-
tain things and arithmetic¢ is one of those things. If you are.
spending $2!1 milldon and recelving something like $22
million, do you really seriously want to spend the same
amount of money as somebody spent years ago when you
budgeted for $2 milliom? What would you do with the
other $12 million? Put it in your pocket? Would it be
just to ask for taxation on this basis? People are not
paying the same taxes that they used to pay years ago.
Do not think the community is getting something it is
not paying for, because every penny you are spending is
money which you are gettng out of the community by
its work. When a carpenter or a mason today in a forty-
two hour week gets more money, you take away more
money in tax than before; so get that quite clear. Do not
tell me that under other Governments they never had so
many people.

The other mistake which the hon. member made was
to suggest, as if he were talking to people in Porey
Spring or Arch Hall, that I said the reason why you had
unemployment {s because you did something under High-
ways and Transport to create unemployment, and youpro-
duced figures to show that you had 1,600 people employed.
Mr. Chalrman, what I said was that if in twelve months’
time you had so much money to spend on people and they
are not people working for fixed salaries, and within this
given period you did not spend it on them, Barbados is
not a community that can afford it; and when he tells
me about 1,600 prople being employed, the hon. member
seems to be going crazy. Does he know that if the United
States of America had an unemployment flgure like ours,
they would think they are in for the biggest catastrophe?
When they had a figure of 6% we had one of over 25%:
That is the type of complacency that the Ministers want
to lull the community into. It seems that the fact that you
had 1,600 people employed last year means thatnone of us
should open our mouths on this question when there are
large numbers of people unemployed; but I say that any
question about the lapse of money is a serious matter
for us.

In a community like this, we do not want money to
lapse, and I want to tell him whatl have heard some people
say. Some people believe that as long as you can balance
your budget or if your fiscal policy shows that you can
balance the budget, that is more important than the stand-
ard of living, With the type of economy we have, a balanced
budget does not mean a balanced economy; so you can
have a balanced fiscal policy but you can also have thou-
sands of people going without the barest necessites
of life, and it is not reflected in the
economy Yyou talk about. You cannot tell me you had
1,600 people employed. How many were unemployed?

Hon. R. G. MAPP: For the sake of the record, on
Capital works that amount of people were employed in this
‘Department alone, but there were over 6,000 employed
on all Departments. That is a matter of fact and there is
no complacency about it.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, if 6,000 people are
employed in a community where there are one hundred
thousand people of employment age out of which 25% are
unemployed, do you realise the seriousness of it?

4,35 p.m. .

But there again there is this complacency which’
you have. You say that it is 6,000 people who were em-
ployed by you but look how many more are unemployed




and, as you have said, you did not use the money under
the vote. In Barbados, we cannot be at such a stage, un-
less it is for technical reasons where you can say that
you could not do the work, Surely, it cannot be from the
point of view of labour. If there is anything in the world
which we have, it is an ocean of labour; therefore, when
the Hon, Minister raised that point, nobody on this side
could agree with him. Do youknow, Sir, that they create an
unemployment figure. The unemployment figure being
what it is in this island, you cannot now tell us that you
cannot do the work when you had work to be done in that
Department.

1 want hon. members of the Government to under-
stand quite clearly this. The Hon. Minister believes that
a special favour is being done when you give people em~
ployment and the reason why he believes so is because
there are some people in this island who are living much
better off today than they ever expected to live and they
feel that if there are other people who get some sort of
thing to do for a living, that is some act of the Divine.
I believe that it is part of our duty ds legislators to com-
ment on this critical situation which we have to face. The
Hon. Minister says that his Department could not do the
work and because of that the money under the vote had to
lapse. 1 say, spend the money at all costs; do not waste it,
but use the money which has been voted to the Department,
utilising the maximum number of people whom you can
employ, because in Barbados we cannot afford to have
people unemployed when you have work to be done. Anyone
who has his eyes wide open will realise that. The Hon.
Minister says that 6,000 people were employed under the
Highways and Transport Department but he also knows
the method under which that Department employs people
and he also knows the sort of employment which the peo-
ple get for fifty-two weeks. Therefore, when you realise
the problem which these people have to face, of these
6,000 people whom the Hon. Minister says have been
employed by that Department, you can very well see that
50% of them can be regarded as people who are under-
employed.

1 hope that the Hon. Minister quite understands that
it is not a question of your raising anything just for a de-
bate. According to the Addendum to this Resolution money
lapsed in 1958 and in 1959 towards the work of continuing
this programme. Department Heads must be made to
understand when they are dealing with a labour force
that they must try their utmost and organise their work
so as to utilise the maximum number of people at all
tmes. My last criticism is that this is not a problem
All it shows is that something is wrong with the method
of preparing estimates in your Department. They cannot
determine the estimates that can relate to the things of
the Department in such matters as they were doing for
the last twenty years.

Hon. R. G, MAPP: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a point
of order. Who said that we could not determine the esti-
mates of the things we intended to do? I said that so far
as estimates for work to be done for public utilites are
concerned, the Department could only go by what has
happened in the previous years. From what they tell us,
we estimate that we will have to do so many miles of
roads. But that is not what it turns. out to be. As a matter
of fact, we have exceeded the amount that they have told
us. Already, I have come down with supplementary esti-
mates to re-instate roads and very soon we may-have to
come back for more money for the same purpose. How
can you estdmate accurately in that way when you do not
know from the people?

Mr. WALCOTT: The Hon. Minister says how can
you estimate in that way accurately. No estimate on that
can be ever accurate. We did not say that you could do
it accurately. You say: how can you estimate for this
work when you do not know from the people; therefore,
you mean to say that you cannot estimate for the re~in-
statement of roads until the Light and Power Company
or whatever other public utility it may be sends in and
tells you. Whom do you think you are talking to? You
are talking to men who do not have to ask you any favours.

42

1 say that that is nonsense. How are the people of Great
Britain going to estimate for the roads they have to do?
They have roads to do just as we have them. They have
to make an estimate on the basis of whatever work public
utilities are going to ask them to do. Let me ask the Hon.
Minister this, Do you think any store in Broad Street
knows how many shirts you are going to buy next year?
How can you come down with an accurate estimate! You
cannot come down with an accurate estimate, but you can
come down, as you do, with some sort of estimate, and
that is where the Government has always succeeded. They
estimate for a deficit when we know that they are going
to collect a surplus. When I made the statement in here
sometime ago that they could afford to budget for a deficit,
the Hon. Minister thought it was something criminal te
say but it eventually turned out to be a surplus.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, I would just reply
to the Hon. Minister of Communications, only for the
purpose of keeping the record straight, but not for any
member to think that I have taken the Hon. Minister seri-
ously. In common with other people of this country you
know how serlously we regard that Minister. Certain
Overseers Who have made no secretof ithave said because
of the increase of available funds that they are consulting
the consttuency branches of the Barbados Labour Party,
if they do not have the information themselves, in order
to keep the promises made to the constituency members
towards the question of finding employment in the Public
Works for members of that particular Party. Let me say,
Mr. Chairman, that more will be heard of this in other
places and in the very near future.

Of course, nobody will take the Hon. Minister seri-
ously. 1 do not think that the hon. senior member for St.
George could have bettered it when the Hon. Minister of
Communications was asking us to believe that he was
quite unaware of certain things in respect of that Depart-~
ment, when Overseers of that Department do not hide to
tell a worker that he will be laid off and that he does not
belong to ‘our Party.’ 1 know of cases in which this could
not be more openly done, but my colleague and myself are
dealing with these cases one by one.

The question that the Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

4.45p.m.

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, 1 beg to move that
you do now report the passing of two Resolutions in Com-
mittee of Supply.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: I beg to sec;nd that.

The question was put and resglved®in the affi rma-
tive without division. .

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER re-
sumed the Chair and reported accordingly,

On motions of Hon, M. k. COX, seconded by Hon,
D, D, GARNER in each case, the Resolutions were read
a first and second time and agreed to.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE COMPULSORY
ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR ACCESS ROAD

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in
the name of the Hon. Minister of Communications, Works
and Housing:-Tlo move the passing of the following Reso-
lution:- Resolution to approve the compulsory Acquisition
of certain areas of land for the purpose of providing an
access road to the Deep Water Harbour for the use of
the public.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, as hon. members
will see from the Addendum to this Resclution, the reason
for the Resolution is that we are providing an access road
to the Deep Water Harbour for the accommodation and
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use especially of the heavy sugar lorries which will be
carrying sugar in bulk to these installations at the Harbour,
As hon. members will doubtless have known, the road
runs through Kensington Tenantry along Thomas Gap up
to near Eagle Hall and this is one of the physical changes
which will accompany the setdng up and erection of this
Harbour. The whole configuration of the hinterland will
be changed and we hope that, by the construction of this
road, traffic will be relieved along the main highway.

Now, Sir, the bringing forward of this Resolution
does not mean that there are any difficulties as regards
negotiations so far as the price of land is concerned; in
fact, there are only three cases where the question of
price is involved in this compulsory acquisition. In so
far as the other cases are concerned, lots of them are
matters of title, as hon. members can see from the Adden~
dum to the Resolution, and in the case of othersitis a
matter of the vendors, having bought these lands which
were previously laid out in tenantry, not being able to
sell them by private treaty and they have to go back to
the General Board of Health in order to get permission
to divide and sell these lands. All of that takes time and
in view of the fact that we want to get ahead with this
matter as quickly as possible, we have decided to come
down with this Resolution so as to expedite this work.

Mr. Speaker, if hon. members would like to have
any other details I am quite willing to supply them. There
were seventy-eight chattel houses involved in the area
which were to be removed; twenty-three of them were
re-sited in the same area and there were forty-nine of
them, the owners of which had requested removal to
housing areas. Those who requested removal to the hous-
ing areas have been granted the land by the Housing
Authority and the houses have been provided with proper
groundsels and so on. The houses have been strengthened,
all the negotiations have been quite harmonious and I do
not think that in any case the people have felt that they
were unreasonably treated by the Government. These
people were paid the prices which the Board of Health
laid down, and in cases where there were fruit trees and
established plots which would mean financial loss to the
owners, all of these things were taken into consideration.
I want to assure the House that there has been no case
of dissatdsfaction in this whole transaction. I beg to move
that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. L. St. A. THORNE: 1 beg to second that.

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

THE ADJOURNMENT
L ]
Hon. M. E. C®X: Mr. Speaker, at this stage I beg to
move that this Houge do now adjourn until Tuesday next
at 12 o'clock (noon).

Hon. D, D, GARNER; I beg to second that.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I would really like

.to know why Order No. 3, which is the next Order of the

Day, was not proceeded with. What 1 am very serious
about is that if you are going to meet next Tuesday - well,
1 am making this as a broad statement now, that meeting
from Tuesday to Tuesday with only two Orders on the
Order Paper to be dealt with, seems to me to be a waste
of precious time.

4,55 p.m.

Nobody is protesting going on with Order No. 3 which has
been on the Order Paper from the beginning of this Session;
but each time we came to it, the Order was not dealt with.
Again today you do notdealwithitand if it were dealt with,
the Order Paper would be finished as far as Government
Business is concerned. I do not know the measures which
have been given notice of, but it seems to be nonsense to
bring 24 people in here......

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of order, if the hon.
member would give way, I should like to inform the House
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that the Government proposes to have a full statement on
the financial positon of the Transport Board before going
on with this debate.

Mr. WALQOTT: I am very glad to hear that because
I would not say what 1 was going to say on that as we have
matters dealing with the Board, and although I am not
protesting to the fact that you are adjourning until next
Tuesday, 1 want to know if we are going on from Tuesday
to Tuesday without having enough business to do in one
day. We do not want to go back to the old days and meet
from twelve noon untll 4 p.m.; 1 believe it is better to
adjourn for two weeks at least and let the Order Paper
collect some business which you can do. Next week you
may come back with non-controversial Bills to acquire
bits of land or to give money back to people from income
tax, and it looked to me to be an expensive way of dealing
with these matters.

1 do not know the Resolutions we have to deal with
next Tuesday, but it seems to me that the Leader of the
House should get together with the other members and
evolve some new method in order that our time can be
more expeditiously given to public service rather than
meeting every Tuesday and doing two or three Bills.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I must say l agree with
the hon. member who has just sat down. When earlier
today the Leader of the House sought an understanding
with the Leader of the Oppositdon and we agreed on our
part to give up our Private Members' dme, we did it mere-
ly because we glanced at the Order Paper and saw that
Government Business consisted of three items, and we
thought as their business was short they should be allowed
to conclude it. Now we hear that they are not proceeding
with one of their items, and we feel we have been led up
the garden path because it was particularly on that ground
that we permitted them or rather did not take any objec-
tion to their finishing Government Business. I would like
to tell the Leader of the House that we would not like this
to happen again because we really feel that something
unfortunate was being played against us.

Mr. Speaker, before I sit I should just like to draw
the attention of the Ministers to a matter which is of pub-
Hlc importance on which perhaps in the near future they
may care - the Premier at any rate - to lay a Statement.

For some weeks now and off in the Press West Indian
attention has been drawn to the plight of a West Indian
in a Middle-Eastern country who is supposed to be in
trouble there charged with spying. So far no particular
statement has been issued either by the Federal Govern-
ment officially informing us, and it would be as well if
they could pay some attention to it and find out what the
facts of the matter are, because | am sure public opinion
here as elsewhere would be glad to know what it is all
about.

Mr. SPEAKER: | think the hon. member had better
treat this particularly and not just in a casual way on
the motion for the adjournment. As a matter of fact, on
the motion for adjournment, hon. members must stick
to the adjournment. The House knows very well how to
deal with matters of such importance. Questions may be
asked or a Resolution may be passed, but on the motion
for adjournment a Minister need not pay any attention
whatsoever.

Mr. TUDOR: 1 understand that, Sir. I did not intend
to debate it now, but I am asking the Ministers whether
in the near future they could find out what it is all about
and inform the House in consultation with the Federal
Government.

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Speszker, the Leader of the
House combined his motion for adjournment with the
setting of the Order Paper, an unusual procedure on his
part because I think he normally sets the Order Paper
first. 1 would like to carry on that combination just for
this occasion to know if Order No.6 under Private Mem-
bers’ Business could be made Order No. 1.




And, Mr. Speaker, speaking on the adjournment, 1
would crave the indulgence of the House just to clarify

a statement which was made by the hon. senlor member
for St. Lucy, I think,

Mr. SPEAKER; The hon. member is not allowed to
bring up anynew matter on the adjournment motion. That
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used to be the custom, but the Rules .f the House do not

permit that.

The question that this House do now adjourn un-
til Tuesday, 9th February, 1960 at 12 noon, was put and
resolved in the affirmative without division, and Mr.
SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly.

5.05 p.m.
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met at 12 noon today.

PRESENT

His Honour Mr, K. N, R. HUSBANDS, (Specker);
Mr. J. E. T, BRANCKER, (Leader of the Opposition);
Hon, M. E. COX, (Minister of Trade, Industry and La-
bour); His Honour Mr. L. E. SMITH, ].P., JDeputy Speak-
er); Hon, R. G. MAPP, (Minister of Communications,
Works and Housing); Mr, T. O. BRYAN, (Chairman of
Committees); M1, F. C, GODDARD; Hon, F. E, MILLER,
(Minister of Social Services); Mrs. E. E, BOURNE; Mr.
J. C. TUDOR, M.A.; Hon. D, D. GARNER, (Minister of
Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries); Mr, H. A, DOWDING,
M.B.E.; Mr. C. B. SEARLES; Mr, J. W, CORBIN; Mr, E,
W. BARROW, B.Sc.; and Mr, G, E. S. STRAUGHN.

Prayers were read.

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to inform the House
that the Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd February have
been printeq and circulated amongst hon. members and
unless there be 4pny objection, these Minutes will now be
taken as read and confirmed.

There being no objecton, these Minutes are now
taken as read and confirmed.

PAPERS LAID

Hon. Dr. H., G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, ] am
commanded to lay the following:-

The Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment)
Order, 1960,

Barbados Statistical Service - Selected Monthly In-
dicators - November, 1959 and December, 1959.

Hon. R, G, MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I am commanded
to lay the following:-

Report and Audited Accounts of the Transport Board
for the year ended the 30th September, 1959,

Hon. D, D. GARNER: Mr. Speaker, 1 am commanded
to lay the following:-

Twentieth Annual Report of the Peasants’ Loan Bank
for the period lst June, 1956 to the 3lst May, 1957.

Report of the Superintendent of Markets for the period
1st April, 1956 to the 31st December, 1957.
12.25 p.m.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Government Notices were given as follows:—

Hon. Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Resolution to place the
sum of $26,621 at the disposal of the Governor-in-
Executive Committee to supplement the Estimates 1959-
60, Part 1 - Current, as shown in the Supplementary
Estimates 1959-60, No. 39 which form the Schedule to
the Resolution.

Hon. Dr. H, G. H. CUMMINS: Resolution to place the
sum of $93,588 at the disposal of the Governor-in-
Executive Committee to supplement the Estimates 1959-
60, Part 1 - Current, as shown in the Supplementary
Estimates 1959-60, No. 40 which forms the Schedule to

. the Resoluton.

Hon. Dr. H., G, H, CUMMINS:; Resolution to approve
the QOrder entitled ‘“The Civil Establishment (General)
(Amendment) Qrder, 1960."

Hon. M. E. COX: Resolution to sanction the Regula~-
tions endtled ‘*The Customs Tariff (Conditions for Special
Exemption from Duty) (Amendment) Regulations, 1960.”

Hon. Dr. H. G. H, CUMMINS: Bill to amend the Bar-
bados Turf Club (Imposition of Duty) Act, 1941.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: Billto amend the High-
ways Act, 1900.

Hon. Dr. H, G. H, CUMMINS: In connection with this
latter Bill, copies have been circulated with the approval
of Your Honour and it is proposedtopass this Bill through
all its stages today.

Hon. M, E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice
of my intention to move the House into Committee of Sup~
ply at its next meeting to consider the Money Resolutions
of which notice has just been given.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' NOTICES

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I begto give notice of the
following Resolution:~

BE IT RESOLVED that this House deprecates the
renting by the Executive of the Railway Roadat Bath in the
parish of Saint John to private individuals and the conse-
quential closing of the said road to vehicular traffic.

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that action be taken to re-




open the sald road and to acquire lands adjoining the sea
for the use and benefit of the public.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I also beg to give notice
of a Bill intituled an Act to amend the Workmen's Com-
pensation Act, 1943.

QUESTIONS

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, to enquire of the Hon.
Minister of Health and Social Services:-

Will the Minister state whether heisaware that seda-
tives, not medically prescribed, have beenadministeredto
infants in the Children’s Ward of the General Hospital?

2. Will he also state whether any deaths have resulted
from such unauthorised treatments?

3.  Will he institute immediately a thorough investiga-
tion into this matter and make a statement to this House
on his findings?

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, to enquire of the Hon.
Premier;-

How many Policemen have resigned from the Force
during each of the past five years?

2. What were the reasons given for resignation in each
case?

3. How many hours per week duty is a Police Constable
required to perform?

4. Is Government aware of existence of dissatisfaction
amongst the rank and file of the Force at their emolu~
ments and conditions of service?

5. Does the Constitution of the Police Association make
no provision for selection by the men of representatives
on the Council of this Association of persons who, uncon-
nected with the Force, are free to express the points of
view of the lowest ranks of the Force?

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Minister of Com-
munications:

Whether his attenton has been drawn to an adver-
tisement in the Local Press of the Transport Board
advising the issue of ‘‘a new type of weekly school
children’s ticket'’?

2. Is the Minister aware of grave concern of parents
and guardians in connection with this new type of ticket
which permits of no rebate or reimbursement in cases
where the child - through illness or other valid
reason - does not travel on an omnibus during the cur-
rency of such tdcket?

3. Will the Minister immediately make representations
to the Transport Board along the lines suggested in above

query?

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Minister of Social
Services;-

Whether he is aware of the urgent necessity of in-
stalling electric fans in such of the free Wards of the
General Hospital as are in need of adequate cooling,
or cotherwise lowering the temperature in such Wards?

Mr. STRAUGHN: To enquire of the Minister of
Health and Social Services;-

1s the Minister aware of the existing anomaly in the
present wages of the Chauffeur employed at the Speights-
town Health Centre in the Parish of St. Peter? ’

2. Is the Minister aware that such employees prior to
recruitment have been recommended by the examining
officers of the Highways & Transport Department to be
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put on the higher scale of wages for motor vehicle drivers
in Government employment?

3. Is the Minister aware that this employee is the only
such driver employed at a local Health Centre to receive
wages on the lower scale for drivers of motor vehicles?

4, If the answers to Nos. 1,2, & 3 are in the affirma-
tive will the Minister seek to remedy this anomaly as soon
as possible?

12.35 p.m.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

Hon. M, E, COX: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Hon.
Premier, I beg to move that a Bill to amend the Barbados
Turf Club (Imposition of Duty) Act, 1941, be now read a
first time.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: I beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to.

Hon. M, E, COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that a
Bill to amend the Highways Act, 1900, be now read a
first time.

Hon. D, D. GARNER: I beg to second that.
The question was put and agreed to,

Mr. BARRQW: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that a
Bill to amend the Workmen's Compensation Act, 1943,
be now read a first time.

Mr. TUDOR: I beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to.

LEAVE TO DEAL WITH HIGHWAYS
(AMENDMENT) BILL

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, the Hon. Premier
indicated earlier that it was his intention to ask for leave
to deal with a small Bill - a Bill to amend the Highways
Act, 1900 - and I am now asking leave that this Bill be
dealt with in all its stages today.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon. Minister.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day is to
move the House into Committee of Supply to consider the
grant of sums of money for the service of the colony.

Hon. M. E, COX: I beg to move ? Your Honour do
now leave the Chair and the House go in®® Commitee
of Supply. °

Hon. D, D, GARNER: I beg to second that.

Hon. R, G, MAPP:; Mr. Speaker, I beg to lay a State-
ment which I promised the hon. junior member for Christ
Church I would lay.

Hon. M, E, COX: Mr. Speaker, 1 would like to ask
leave to withdraw my moton untdl the Hon. Minister has
made his Statement.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon. Minister to withdraw his motion.

STATEMENT re TENANTRY ROADS

Hon. R, G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, last week the hon.
junlor member for Christ Church asked a question with
regard to certain tenantry roads and I told him thatl
would make a Statement for the enlightenment of himself
and of the House today. 1 would like to make that State-
ment now. It is as follows:~

With the introduction of Local Government, approxim-
ately ten miles of roads in the parish of Christ Church have
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been incorporated in the City area and will now be re-
paired and maintained by the Department of Highways and
Transport, The Highway revenue from this section of the
parish therefore is now paid into the Treasury, and the
parish is thus deprived of one of its richest sources of
highway revenue.

The highway revenue now available for the upkeep
and maintenance of the remaining 42 miles of roads in the
parish is not adequate, and an approach has been made to
Government for additional funds to complete the annual
programme of repair and maintenance as the funds allo-
cated for this purpose by the Southern Council have been
exhausted.

It has been decided to make an additional grant of
$12,000 from the provision available under Head XXVIlI,
Subsidies and Grants, Item 34, District Councils.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to move that Your Honour do
now leave the Chair and the House go into Committee of

Supply.

Hon. D, D. GARNER: I beg to second that.
The question was put and resolved in the affirma-

tive without division.
Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House
went into Committee of Supply, Mr. BRYAN being in the

Chair.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1959-60 No. 38

Hon. D, D, GARNER: Mr. Chairman, this Resolution is
a Resolution for the sum of $5,616 under two Heads of the
Estimates. It is for the purpose of supplementing various
items under these two Heads and 1 propose to take these
Heads separately.

HEAD IX - MARKETS
Head IX - Markets - was called.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: As I have said, this Resolution
seeks to supplement certain Items under two Heads, the
first of which is Head IX - Markets. It is set out very
distinctly in the notes the purpose for which these amounts
are required. In connection with Item 21, *‘Incidentals’’,
an amount of $220.00 is required for the purpose of pro-
viding signs, rope and tools for the Cheapside Market. In
connection with Item 28 ‘‘Bins’’, the sum of $144.00 is
required for the provision of twelve waste bins also for the
Cheapside Market. Everyone knows that this Market has
just been overhauleq and renovated and certain things are
necessary. These things were not included in the original
scheme but they arg very necessary. This amount of
money is needed in order to provide these bins for the
cleanliness of the Market. The next Item is a new item -
Item 32 - ““Furniture’’ and the note states this:-

““No provision was included in the current year’s
Estdmates for furniture for the Cheapside Market. It was
expected that adequate arrangements could have been made
without additional furniture, but the structure of the bulld-
ing is of such a nature that more supervision is required
than was anticipated.’’

The requirements of furnitureare setoutas follows:-
Two tables for Supervisors, $60.00; Four chairs, $50.00;
Stand for Safe, $24.00; and Bench for Cleafiers, $18.00,
making a total of $152.00.

1 should like to explain that this building was not
originally designed to be a market as such:and since the
repairs have been made, we have found out that the bulld-
ing is really divided into two sections and it therefore
calls for more supervision; therefore we have to get this
amount of furniture in order toaccommodate the additional
staff which we now employ. These are very small items,
Mr. Chairman, and I do not think that anybody would
quibble over these small items of expenditure.
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1 beg to move that Head IX stand part of the Schedule.
12.45 p.m.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, this is a very small
item for the Market which has just only been opened. I was
rather surprised at the remark that itwasnever built as a
market. This was originally a market; it was converted
years ago from a market into a rum bond, and now it has
been reconverted into a market. 1 would like to hear the
Minister on this. There is a great absence of parking
space for this market. Today there is no use building a
market unless you have adequate parking space. People
who shop today in a market for vegetables and miscellane-
ous food items travel there by car; all classes of the
community today have cars and they travel to shop and
no provision has been made for car parks for this market.
It will be to the disadvantage of the stall-holders there if
adequate provision is not made.

I am going to suggest that Government negotiate with
residents on either side. There i{s Mr. Sampson’s place
below which is quite a largearea. Thatcould be and shouid
be acquired as a car park. On the other side, there is that
old cooperage and some houses in the front that need
cleaning up. The access roads have to be widened at some
dme and all that should be taken into account in the near
future. Let us have good markets where people can go
and shop in comfort, and it will be to the advantage of the
stall-holders of all sizes.

While I am on this subject, I should like to say that
this week-end that market was overcrowded. Apparently
the market seems too small already for the number of
persons that have been taken off the road and sent there,
so much so that it was overcrowded on Saturday morning.
I understand that those hawkers who had to be put outside
were even asked to pay four cents to stay there, They
were not allowed on the street, were put outside the mar-
ket as a resting place and yet were called on to pay. 1 do
not think that is quite right, If it has not been drawn to the
attentdon of the Minister, I am doing it now becausel
know he lives in St. Philip and may not come in on week-
ends and may not know about it; but Saturday is a busy
day and I do hope that he can assure me that he was there
early and knew of it and I am not giving him news for the
first time. 1 do not think that people who were taken off the
street and put outside the market should have to pay; and
if proper arrangements are not made, it is golng to be to
the detriment of those hawkers because if the market is
overcrowded you cannot get to them and buy their wares.
As a matter of fact, 1 understand that trade in the mar-
ket was very slow indeed, maybe for that reason.I am
not putting the blame anywhere other than that it is a new
market and these things have to be attended to.

I think the mistake is that we should have adequate
parking space for all markets. This has none whatever
and cars are being parked down Cheapside going to the
Fire Brigade alley. That road is already much too nar-
row and is being blocked; so I hope you will pay atten-
ton to adequate parking space, a great need for this
market.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: Mr. Chairman, all that the
hon. member has said is true except for his lack of know-
ledge of whether 1 come to town on week-ends. I want to
assure him that the Hon. Minister of Trade and myself
were the first people to be there, and whatever he saw
we have also seen. The only thing that he did not do that
we did was to rectify some of the evils there,

1 want to assure him that just where he saw those
squatters at the front is going to be a parking space. It is
not enough, but we have already started negotiations for
the acquisition of Temple Yard. Due however to the
difficulties which we have experienced in the past with
the Queen’s Solicitor, we were unable to get through with
the job. Now that we have a permanent person doing that
work, we hope to finalise those things very shortly.

I think 1 should say that the squatters who are there
on Safurdays do not give a true picture of what the market




is lkely to be. You get some people who plant their own
vegetables and all that ,and come to town on Saturdays
to sell them themselves rather than sell to the middle
man; they are the ones who were outside the market. You
would not see them there on week days, and when vege-
tables are scarce you would not see them on Saturdays
either; so we took them to the back which can accom-
modate them. The ones who sell a pint of peasand a
couple of oranges created the bedlam, but the others who
were looking forward to the market are aware of what it
means to them and they are making use of it; so it is
no criterfon to say that so many people were squatting
there. On the other hand I can assureyou that negodations
have begun for the acquisidon of Temple Yard and we
hope to have matters finalised very shortly.

As regards the charge, 1 do not think the hon. mem-
ber would believe that I would countenance anything like
that. Of course that was an administrative detail,and I can
assure him that it would not happen anymore. The Super-
intendent of the market knows that we subsidise markets
very heavily, and if we spend $120,000 on markets, we
only receive about 50% or 51%, whereas in the other islands
markets make money for Governments. But that is not the
reason why we would charge people who are squatting
outside. 1 say that i{n passing so that he would know that
Government 1is subsidising the people who sell their wares
there. 1 suppose the Superintendent, knowing that to be
so, took the opportunity so long as they were within the
market compound to take something from them, but speak-
ing on a purely business strain now, the people who
squatted to the front made better sales than the ones in-
side. |1 was there for a long time, maybe untl 1 o’clock or
2 o’clock, and I saw that as the people came there they
bought from those at the front. That is what happened:
so we have all these things to adjust; and I want to assure
not only the hon. member but theHouse and the community
at large that we can only learn by trial and error. Things
will become a little better, but you have to give us a little
dme to get things readjusted and put in their true per-
spective,

1 am sure that everything the hon. member said was
said in good faith because I was there. Everything will be
remedfed, and I know that if he has any property along
there which he is willing to sell Government at a reason-
able price, we are only too glad to take it over from him
in a hurry.

12.55 p.m.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, we are now in the
antiseptic age created by the present Government in
which we are all relegated to the position of having to
depend on the patronage of a particular Minister as to
whether we can make a living or not. When one examines
the current trend of spending the taxpayers’ money on
monuments such as Public Markets, and you go to so-
called recognised advanced industrial countries, what do
you find? Let us take the one to which members of the
Government look with such adulation from time to time
and pay frequent visits. 1 refer tothe United Kingdom. You
will find in the heart of the Empire, in the metropolis,
street-side markets such as will be found in the well-
known Petticoat Lane,and in areas of Paddington you have
the Portobello market and the Caledonian market which
were respected by the hon. senior member for St. Lucy
in his culinary researches when he was in England. And
then you go to Paris which perhaps can be considered
in relation to Edinburgh as the most beautiful city, and
find markets on the streets, If you go to the United States
of America you will find on Third Avenue nothing but
markets staffed by Puerto Ricans.

1 really want to know what is wrong with Busby Alley
being used as a way-side market. It is not a thoroughfare.
When you scrutinize the motive behind the erection of these
markets by the Government, all that you find is that it is
an attempt to subjugate the independent people of this
country, such as hawkers and people like that who do not
work for Government, and put them in an embarrassing
position to ask people who know something of Govern-
ment or somebody in the Government to try and geta
stall for them in the market,

What the hon. junior member for Christ Church has
brought out here today in this debate is that the facilides
which you have provided in the two large structures which
have been erected during the last eighteen months in the
City of Bridgetown for markets are hopelessly inade-
quate to accommodate the number of sellers who on mar-
ket days have their wares to sell. As you know, Mr.
Chairman, there are. recognised markets days in every
country of the world. Friday and Saturday happento be the
two market days in Bridgetown. If you go to the City of
Ipswich or Norwich or York, you will find that those cities
have certain market days: and more than that, you will
find that the law protects the buyer on those particular
market days. Therefore, I say thatonMonday or Tuesday -
let us say if we adjourn now - that you will not find any-
body squatted down there will not prove a thing because
there are days when you can close the whole market with-
out affecting anybody,

What is happening in this country, as | have already
drawn to your attention, Mr. Chairman, is that Government
is putdng up these monuments and trying to hurl every
citizen of Barbados into the ghettos which they have created.
They are saying that we mustall go behind these barricades
and it meansthatif youdonothave a friend you cannot earn
a living. That is the whole secret behind this whole thing.

Sir, 1 am now going to express my point of view. The
market place in Busby Alley and James Street is near to
the premises which 1 occupy and was a great nuisance to
me: but I somewhat like the market there. As an occupier
of premises in the near vicinity I rather much like the
peace and harmony which prevails there since the hawkers
have been removed; my clients can now come and see me
without let and hindrance; but 1 still deplore the day when
those hawkers have been moved from there. ] have seen
tourists sitdng adjacent to the James Street Methodist
Church all day long painting what, with the exception of the
Careenage, is the most picturesque scenein Barbadosand,
that is, those hawkers sitting in Busby's Alley and along
James Street selling their wares. Now, youwant Bridgetown
so antiseptic that you do not care how many people you
put out of a living. You used to call the Cheapside Market
Peck’s Folly probably because it was near Lake's Folly.
One of the other descriptions of it was ‘a White Elephant’
and that descripdon was used in this Chamber. We have
now converted it into a ghetto into which you say that every
hawker must go, and that who cannot get in must stay out
and starve. Other than that, a hawker must get permission
to sell on the streets from Dr. Raeburn. There, again you
are making the hawkers who are independent people to
depend upon the good whims and fancies of the Veterinary
Officer who 1is in charge of the Marker. In order that you
may get a stall you must see a Minister, and in order to
get permission to go outside and sel] you must see Dr.
Raeburn. .

. [ ]

I want to ask the Hon. Minister®of Agriculture this
quesdon. Is it not true that every hawker must obtain a
licence and is it not a fact that hundreds of these hawkers
have been to him personally asking him to use his influence
to get a stall at the Cheapside Market for them? I will
also ask you, Mr. Chairman, whether people have been to
you asking you to use your influence, if you have any, to
get them a stall in the Market. | ask that question because
that is a matter of public and general knowledge. I say,
send the people back to Busby's Alley andI will put up with
the noise. If anybody may happen to fall down on the pave-
ment and may break g leg, 1 willbe the person who will be
responsible. I will put up with all that to see the people
back there.

I will tell you, Sir, that Busby's Alley is being used
now to park lorries belonging to the merchants of Bridge-
town. Mr. Chairman, we canadjournnow and go down there
to prove that. It is not a thoroughfare up to now. Why can
we not have a Portobello Market in Barbados? What is
wrong with the market on Third Avenue or with the Cale-
donian Market in those countries? We have got so civilised
and so antiseptc that we do not want the dirty muldtude;
we want to get away from themand put them in ghettos and
concentration camps.
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Sir, I am not in support of a Resolution to provide bins
and stuff cans for the Cheapside Market whenl consider it
unjustified expenditure on the part of the PublicTreasury.
The people are not satisfied and they are being deprived of
a living and they now have to goout of their way to do so -
not to talk of the dislocation that is caused. They are now
being called upon to shift from one area to another. But,
of course, the friends of the Government have property now
in the district, although 1 am not really now concerned
about that, The Party to which I belong does not carry on
business there: and if we had to move from where we are
down there, it would not affect our business as an organisa-
tion. Now, Sir, this dislocation does affect the convenience
of the householders and the persons who were accustomed
of golng to a traditional market like that in Busby's Alley.
1.05 p.m.

1 would like to ask the Minister of Agriculture, while
we are about this Resolution, exactly what system or formu-
la-was employed in the allocation of stallsin the market at
Cheapside; and after 1 have sat down 1 do not want to get
back up behind the Minister because I hope he will give me
an adequate and satisfactory answer. There are people who
have sold in the old Reef Market, if I may call it so, for
30 or 40 yearsand they have not got any stalls. On the other
hand, there are those who have never been in business in
their lives, far less having sold in the Market, and they
have stalls down there. What is the qualification? What is
the qualifying or academic or whatever kind of experience
you may call it - what point system have you employed in
the allocation of these stalls? You have a man who is the
administrative Head of the set-up in the person of Dr.
Raeburn; was the matter in his discretionabsolutely or did
the Minister interfere somewhere?Ifitwasinhis adminis-
tration, then he must have hadinterference fromabove and
therefore we would like to apportion the blame where it
rightly belongs.

No matter what the Minister says about the people
outside making more money, the people are not satisfied;
the price of vegetables is high enough for the housewives
who go outside to make their purchases. There was some
talk about erecting markets where they were needed; we
have only one market at Eagle Hall and everybody knows
that it is a tremendous failure; itisa flop. Those who sell
there can hardly make a living. Iwouldadvise the Govern-
ment to attend to first things first and let the interplay be
the consumers’ choice of the markets, todecide the location
of markets or where markets should be erected. If we find
that the consumers want a market in Busby's Alley, it is
the duty of the Commissioner of Police to protect the
people there and make sure that vehicular traffic does not
interrupt them in the pursuit of their purchases and getting
their commodities at a reasonable figure. You should not
remove the people @nd put structures in the place from
which you remqve them. What kind of policy is that? For the
ten years or So 1 happened to be living in and out of
London I have never known the Market called the Caledo-
ndan Market on Portobello Road to be closedin as a market.
That happens in the heart of London; but in Barbados we
have a market closed in. That is not my idea of socialism;
if that is their idea ofit,] would prefer being in the banana
skins and refuse than in the antiseptic world which they
are creating,

Mr. DOWDING: Mr. Chairman, I am surprised at the
hon. member who has just sat down wondering what is the
system of obtaining these stalls; and if I may tread on his
domain, he should well know thatitisa question of the same
terminology which I think he has used, the same modus
operand; as the Housing Authority. I rise to support the
hon. member’s speech. As I have said before, this monu-
ment was bullt over there andthereisa lot in what the hon
member has said. We are going to encourage tourists to
our beautiful island of sunshine, and then wipe out the
open spaces such as markets by placing roofs and stalls
and wire around them, when we are telling the tourists of
the beautiful open spaces and the sunshine etc.. That is
still to my mind expending money for something which, as
the hon. member has said, is not one of the first things. He
is perfectly right. You can go to the Continent or England
and to many parts of the world where they have not got these

365 days-a-year of sunshine and this beautiful weather we
have in Barbados, and you will find the old Market Square,
a site in respect of which, apart from artists who come to
Barbados, artdsts in other parts of the world are fond of
making their theme. It is anold custom to amalgamate into
the idea of a market.  have spentquite a time of my life in
the country of the United Kingdom, and apart from these
open markets, I understand that some of the Ministers have
made a trip down by the Windmill Theatre, If they would
just go around the back, theywill seea street which no one
can pass, full of market goods. People from all over the
place go to that streetin order to buy their vegetables. The
various persons who are marketing in that particular
area take pride in keeping the area clean, something by
which they can not only sell their goods but advertise such
goods by the surroundings in which they operate.

1.15 p.m.

I think, Sir, that we would be well advised not to continue
this policy in this island, with good weather conditions,
of putting a roof, four walls and stalls with four sides
for which it is necessary to have beliefs in the particular
modus operandi that is being used by the Government
at the present moment. It is not in the interest either of
the taxpayers or the particular persons concerned that
they have got to be controlled to a point where some must
suffer. It may be commendable to have markets, but
neither one of these is a market in my idea of the word;
there are shops in one area with a roof over them, and
we are going to find that the people for whom this was in-
vented, so we are told, the ones selling the ordinary,
everyday ware in this country are going to be the ones
that find that they are selling imported goods in these
very Government markets.

Now, Sir, that is not my idea of a market and | hope
that the words of the hon. junior member for St. John
will be taken to heart, and 1 hope that the additional
support that 1 have given him will add weight, If those
responsible look carefully at the debates, they will see
that there is something to be considered both in what he
has said and what I have tried to support him in. Honestly,
Sir, it amazes me why we should tryto do away with these
things in this country when in other parts of the world they
are notable. Tourists travel specifically to places like
the Caledonian market and markets in Yarmouth and
Norwich, - and on the Continent the same things occur;
but I have not yet seen one of them in the United King-
dom that is based on anything like the American super-
market. It is not really a market for local goods; it is
really something which is getting on to the American
super-market style but has not yet got there,

1 do feel, Sir, that expenditure along these lines is a
waste when we can ascertain that the streetsand the areas
concerned are kept in proper condition, and there is no
need for any worry about any disease, because the people
themselves take a pride in the area around them. One of
our main problems is that there are a lot of us who have
to take more interest and more pride inour surroundings:
and if we could do that job by the various methods at our
disposal, it would be unnecessary to expend large sums of
money in building these markets, and I will be rash enough
to prophesy that as many of this typeas you build, you will
still need more. I think the time has come, Sir, when those
with this fad in their minds should say that they have got
two good markets and will stop at that point, consider the
expense and sit back and rest on their laurels, whichever
way they might be acquired. ’

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Chairman, I know verywell that
the Hon. Minister of Agriculture will notagreewith every-
thing that was said by the hon. junior member for St. John,
but one remark made by him to which the Minister might
pay high regard was when the member pointed out that we
should bulld up our markets where people like to buy tra-
didonally. I wonder how the hon. member would reconcile
that with his reaction to the point raised by the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture when the Minister used that same
argument to justify the setting up of the fish market in Bay
Street. I remember very well that the hon. junior member
for St. John severely criticised the Minister for saying
that he would use the site for a fish market in Bay Street
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because that was where people were accustomed to buying
their fish. The hon. junior member for St. John, having
already blamed the Minister for using that same argu-
ment before, says now this is precisely what we should
be doing when you want to build up the market trade; build
it up where people like to buy.

I am quite certain it may be a little difficult for the
hon. junior member for St. John to reconcile these two
statements which were made just within a few months
of each other. 1 am sure the Minister of Agriculture will
be willing to give consideration to that part of his re-
marks. 1 do not think the Minister will agree that we
should subscribe to all the ancient conditions pointed out
by the hon. member and saying that we do not particularly
need to be clean, and that we prefer the old way of doing
things.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, on a point of ex~
planation, the hon. member really does not make any con-
tribution that should be taken notice of; but since the hon.
member chose to refer to me, I would just like to point
out to him that when I spoke about the fish market in Bay
Street, it was an issue of the Executive over-riding the
opinion and decision of the Town Planning Officer. I
would like to make that absolutely clear. But be that as
it may, I am not reluctant to say that there are other
considerations in comnectdon with the market in Bay
Street other than its being a tradidonal fish market, and
that is the general inconvenience to the members of the
public by the traffic blocks which would be created there.
1 was not saying that there should not be a market some-
where in the vicinity, but certainly not at that part of
Bay Street at all. ] suggested that if it was for the people
in Jessamy Lane, we should carry it in Jessamy Lane to
them.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, this is a question on
which 1 believe I can give some help. If, however, during
what littlel have to say I am somewhat critical, I am sure
my friend, the Hon. Minister of Agriculture, willappreciate
that no one could help at this stage being criticalina
mater of this sort. ’

1 will begin first by sayingthata little after 1 entered
Local Government public life, I saw this as a burning
question. If the Hon. Minister and his Government would
look in the files, they would see that in order to be able
to decide the area in which you want to accommodate
people, one of the first things we did was to take a census
of the people offering wares for sale at the various points
on the various days, (a) on Mondays so many people, (b)
on Tuesdays less, (c) on Wednesdays and Thursdays a
little less, (d) and on Fridays and Saturdays there are
more.

1.25 p.m.

That is what we did, Mr. Chairman, and we sent those
statistics in, As time has gone on, that number has
grown. Again, we had another census: and at the risk
of the Minister: going Into the files and refusing to quote
what is there, and taking advantage of saying that the
number is not in his file, 1 will say that if those files are
looked up you will find that the then Commissioners of
Health sent to the then Government the number of hawkers
that were to be found selling in the Eagle Hall area, the
Golden Square, Busby's Alley, Chapman Lane and such
streets. The number was different according to the various
days that those people sold their wares. We then got
statistics from the United States in order that we could
find out how many square feet of space should be allotted
to a person selling his wares and so on.

Sir, I say that this Government has made a rapid
departure from what we intended the Market should be.
The great majority of people who really make their living
by offering their wares for sale on the streets are the
people who are being demied the first choice of having
a stall in the market. ] am going to say something now
which may offend some of my friends. I, myself, was
shocked to find that Government has now decided on the
erection of markets in order to subsidise people who were
not normally selling in the alleys by allowing them to put

stores in the markets, That is something which we should
not do. I do not know who is responsible or if these things
are done in the Agricultural Department, but I say that it
is a daring departure from whatl consider to be the cor-
rect thing for markets. When we set about to build mar-
kets, we did so in order to relieve the congestion of
hawkers which we had on the streets. ] have gone through
the two markets in the City and 1 find that this is not so.
I can quite understand you having stalls in the markets,
but you should have enough accommodation for gll those
who are accustomed to sell on the streets. There is no
jusdfication because somebody may be of the pigment
of the hon. member who is beside me that he should be
given a stall in the Market. I think that is wrong and 1 am
saying so on the floor of this House.

On the other hand, dealing with the items under this
Head ‘‘Markets’’~ Item 21, Incidentals, Item 28, Bins -
no one should question things like that; they are necessary.
However, the Hon. Minister should tell me what kind of
bins he expects to get for $12 each. The Hon. Minister
ought to know that it is part of my duty, or the Depart-
ment over which 1 have control, to look after the removal
of the refuse which would be put in those bins; so I think
that should be told to me. I do know that we cannot import
any metal bin to suit this purpose for $12. 1 also know that
in our Department we have been making use of bins of
metal which brought fats here and I am sure that that type
of bin did not cost us $12 a piece. I am sure the Hon.
Minister-can get that information from his Superintendent.
1 will not think of a concrete bin being used because I know
that a concrete bin cannot be erected for $12, because that
amount is only two days’ pay for the mason who would be
erecting it.

However, Sir, we feel about matters, we must be con-
scious of responsibility. On Saturday last, 1 could have
caused a tremendous stir if I were not conscious of my re-
sponsibility, and I think the Minister responsible for this
portfolio is also conscious of his responsibility. I say so
because whenever I call him on the phone and tell him that
there is a row going oninthe market, he immediately goes
there and finds out what is going on. He realises that]
represent the City, and because of that ]| have my ears
closer to the ground than he. As1 have said, I could have
caused a tremendous stir in that Market on Saturday last
and without anybody doing anything either. Members of
the Government talk about a census: but if you ask them to
tell you how many people they were providing for from
Busby’s Alley, James Street and the Ruins in the Cheap~
side Market, they could not tell you the number. Those
are things which we detailed a Sanitary Inspector to do.
On account of their not knowing, they were at a great
disadvantage. I had a rude awakening whenl was approached
by a number of hawkers there last Saturday, and it was
due to the fact, as they told me, that they were removed
from the sun and weather in Busby’s Alley,®James Street
and the Ruins. They had already acquir@dtheir licence and
on going down to the Market they were [;ut in the same sun
and weather, and on top of thatthey had to pay for squatting
there. 1 told them that it was not fair and I spoke to the
Minister about it and he assured me that it would be re-
medied. At the same time, 1 was really tempted then to
make something of it because Your Honour knows too well,
if hon, members on that side getachance, what they would
do with me. I say that because, in my considered opinion,
it was wrong. Somebody goes and takes out a licence as a
hawker and is selling his wares in Busby's Alley. You re-
move him to the Cheapside Market, put him in the sun and
tell him that he must pay for sitting there. Is that fair?
I ask you this: are you going to make them pay for sitting
there? How is it that in one breath you can say you are
trying to capture the women's votes, and in another
breath you are doing something to destroy them. Sir,
1 was told this morning by some hawkers who sell in the
bus stand that they were told by somebody in authority
that the only way they would be allowed to sell in the
bus stand was if they peid $1.00a month for doing so. They
came to me and told me that they had taken out a licence
to sell as a hawker, but there was no room in the Fair-
child market for them. 1 ask the Minister if that is right.
That is the information I received not from any deputation
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of hawkers, but from a crowd of women. How can you at-
tempt to do a thing like this? A woman walks about with
some nuts in a tray and you tellher that if she sells in the
bus stand she must pay $1.00a month. You are sky-larking.
You have provided markets. Your trouble is that you have
provided markets with walls without considering what you
were doing. In all countries you allow so many square
feet for a person in a market. You have taken no census
of the people who come in town with trays to sell their
wares and that is your whole trouble. However, Sir, I am
voting for this Resolution. As 1 have said, I could have
caused a great stir last Saturday but I am conscious of
my responsibility.

1.35 p.m.

Mr. Chairman, I am as conscious of my responsibility as if
1 were running that Government. 1 would not do anything
rash or irratonal, but if this attitude is condnued by the
Government 1 will be forced to take steps and my threat
is one to which you will have to listen.

In this Resolution there is no question of not supply-
ing furniture or bins or incidentals because nobody would
think of voting against these items; however, 1 would like
to say this. 1 spoke to the Superintendent of the Scaveng-
ing Department and 1 would say that the provision of
twelve bins is inadequate. On the other hand, I must say
this: 1 have been in politics long enough to be able to say:
“1 told you so.”" When this market question was raised
some years ago - I have been a man about town; I am the
oldest real estate agent in this country and I know this.
1 brought forward a Resolution asking for the purchase
of an area of land at a price of $2.00 a foot in the Temple
Yard and my colleague, the hon. junior member for the
City who is not now in his place, had his tentacles in the
Government and the Government members said that I was
selling this land. Here was the place for a market; you
had the trees and you had the place for a natural market
there. The Local Government, which was the Vestry then,
had no right to erect markets. Now I understand from the
hon. junior member for Christ Church that the Hon, Min-
ister has said that they are now carrying on negotations
for the acquisition of land at Temple Yard. I told you so;
that is all 1 havetosay andl make no apologies to anybody.
If 1 have anything to sell to the Government, 1 will sell it
to them. Do not make any mistakes about it; if you want
to deal with me, you can see me at my office and I will
deal with you. 1 am no member of the Government; un-
fortunately, 1 did not have this property to sell, butl
suggestedthat Temple Yard, in juxtaposition as it was and
situated as it was, was the ideal place to be bought at the
time.

When 1 saw the entrance to the Market flooded out
with all of those trays, you would have trays on top of
trays inside the Alley; but for some reason or other peo-
ple who used to l?eep shops, drug stores and everything
else, were pmvided with places in the Market, whereas
these other peoplemhave been left out. This country is a
‘*go-to-market’’ cduntry for now. I heard the moans and
the cries of the pegple; I heard all of these women crying
out: ‘“‘We have been removed from Busby’s Alley where
the roofs of the buildings gave us some shade, but now
we are left in the heat.”” Mr. Chairman, 1 will say this;
1 am very glad to hear that the Hon. Minister of Agri-
culture has shown enough interest in this matter that he
has intimated to this House already that he is conscious
of the overflow and the needs of these people, and that he
is already in negotation for the acquisitdon of the one
proper gite in the area which will give vent and ease to
the people. There are the evergreen trees; but, of course,
there are those who will measure other people by their
own bushel, those who feel that I was saying what I said
because ] had something to sell. Of course, 1 had nothing
to sell. I am assured from this side ‘' You will never get
that done because you recommended it'’; however, I am
glad that the Hon. Minister has intimated to the Committee
that he has already taken steps to acquire this site which
18 the natural site for a market.

1 would like to draw this matter to the attentdon of
the Hon. Minister. One of the big problems which you have
there is that of parking. As you know, after 8.30 o’clock

you cannot get any place to park in the stand. The time
has come when the Highways Department, by some means
or other, should straighten from the beginning of the en~
trance to St. Mary's Church, and have a wider entrance
and so avoid a blockage there. I want to say that where-
ever you build markets or stores, parkingfacilities should
be provided because this is the age of the motor car.
You do not only provide facilities for people who walk
to the market, but also for those who drive to the market.
1 told the Hon. Minister that at Temple Yard or the old
cooperage there would hardly be enough space for housing
the people who have come from the area from which they
have been removed.

On this question of parking, you should consider once
and for all that the area adjacent to the Market, where
the people are now overflowing, should be acquired as a
parking lot. 1 .might even say this; for those who must
walk to the Market and those who must drive to the Market
there must be facilities. There is nothing wrong in calling
upon me or anybody else to pay a dime or something like
that for parking; you camnot get things done unless you
pay for them. While I am voting for this Resolution I hope
that the Hon. Minister will answer the question I have
asked; I hope that this state of affairs will not go on next
Saturday. Mr. Chairman, 1 am saying that 1 wimessed
this thing with my own eyes. I parked my car and I heard
the people complain that they had no shade and they had
to pay. I thought twice: otherwisel would have gone through
that Market and raised an insurrection because the people
were ready for it; they thought that it was wrong that they
had to go out in the streets without any protection at all.
1.45 p.m.

Now I hope the Minister will remedy that by next Saturday
and I will not be given the opportunity of seeing this exist-
ing then. 1 do not know who decided that a poor woman
who buys $2 in nuts, a few pawpaws, two shillings in chilly
plums, one shilling six pence in sugar cakes, $1 in com-
fits, five cents.in dounce and canwalk around the bus stand
should pay $1.50 a month for selling there. I do not think
that is right and neither one of those Ministers could say
it is right. You should ask whoever did that to stop it. What
are you asking them to pay for? I can see you asking them
to pay for a badge for the right to sell, but do you mean
to tell me that a woman who walks around calling ‘‘get
your sugar cakes'’ should have to pay $1.50 for that? You
know what I am saying is true, Mr. Chairman, because
you have had complaints about it, and I challenge you to
say it is not true. I do not see how you can agree with it
and hope to get suppert. I am not goling to say anymore,
but 1 do hope the Hon. Minister would be able to tell us
that he knows nothing about it and that, in short, this situ-
ation will be remedied immediately.

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Chairman, I have sat and listened
with plenty of interest to this debate,l have nothing against
the Resolution because the items are necessary, but the
facilities for the hawkers are rather grievous. When a
hawker or anyone goes to the Minister or the appropriate
authorities to make application for a stall, they should be
made to understand what the stall is for. We should think
of the poor women or men who go into the field and buy
potatoes, yams, eddoes, corm, cabbage and tomatoes and
bring them into the market, They should have the facilities
and you should not allow the shopkeepers to move out
half of their produce from the shops and take it into the
market to sell and deprive these poor hawkers out of the
facilides granted to them.

1 have been to other countries and the last] have
visited was St. Lucia, and I saw that the Government
charges the people outside of the market. The reason for
that is because there were vacancies in the market, and
they charge in order to make them come into the market.
No one who is given the privilege of entering the market
should have to pay for squatting outside, and I will ask
the Minister to look into that seriously. 1 know myself
that advantage is being taken of these poor hawkers.

When rice, flour, beef and other commoditdes are
imported from overseas, we have bond houses for them,
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then they are distributed from the bond houses to the mer-
chants and the merchants distribute them to the shop-

keepers; so they are protected; butthe hawkersand hucks-

ters who go into the field to bring away vegetables and for
whom you are making preparation to shift them from the
weather by using drastic measures should have the facili-
ties of the market, and the Minister and appropriate
authorities in charge of the market should see that the

hawkers occupy the spaces and those that bring in the
imported goods should stay outside. If there are vacan-
cles afterwards, then they can be accommodated, but the
hawkers should be first.

The market, Sir, is like the Exhibition. When we
have the Annual Exhibidon we see some of everything
which the land provides on show. The market is provided
for that particular purpose, for meat, fish and the vege-
tables that grow in our island. Shopkeepers now have two
shops, one at home and one in the market; that {s a wrong
idea. We should look after these poor people and see that
they have the necessary facilities. What Government
should do is to look into the residental areas, see where
a market is needed and erect one there for that particular
purpose and not erect them, say, in St Philip or any other
place. With regard to the market in St. Philip 1 understand
that there is one butcher there and scarcely two bags of
potatoes are sold there per week. What are we doing with
that market there? That should be somewhere else. Any~
thing the country produces comes to town from up there
and that money is therefore wasted. I would never put a
market in St. Philip when there are other residentdal
areas that need one. We were put here to take care of
people who cannot take care of themselves, and that is
why we must look after these people and help them out
of their difficuldes. We cannot afford to have people in
the market selling rice, flour, corned beef, butter, onions
and other things while the poor people walk about the
streets; and I will ask the appropriate Minister to look
into that and rectify it as soon as possible, thereby giving
the people the facilides that are due to them.

1 believe, Sir, that the Minister is a man of ability
and I do not see why he should allow such things to slip
him. 1 hope from henceforth he will have the proper ad-
justments made and execute his duty as he should.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I am notparticularly
enamoured about market debates, but 1 approach this
matter purely from a commonsense point of view, I must
say that I do not agree entirely with the hon. junior mem-
ber for St. John when he regarded the people sitting in
the alley ways as something which you can perpetuate
only from a point of view of picturesqueness and avail-
ability as it is for artists, because sometimes the artists
are a little bit neurotic, and what would appeal to an
artist from an artist’s point of view is not always the
best thing for a community.

1.55 p.m.

Nor do 1 agree with the Hon. Minister when he uses what
1 regard as one of those worn-out phrases in respect of
something costing something and that this is only part
of the cost or 40% of the cost. Now, those worn-out fig-~
ures should be torn up. Why should a Minister make a
stupid statement like that in relation to your building
& market in 19607 Does he believe that a market built
in 1960 could ever compare with a market built in 18607
If in Bridsh Guiana they have bullt markets hundreds of
years ago and, therefore, the capital cost is not the cost
which they have to work their current expenses on, cer-
tainly & market in such a place is bound to show a sav-
ings or a surplus.

I agree with those hon. members who say that we
need a market in Cheapside, but what hon. members saw
there last Saturday was a positive disgrace. What | said
last week, I am going to repeatnow. The type of hucksters
and hawkers whom we now have is a relic of the slave
condidon which we had. What we have is part of our plan~
tation system. With the removal of slavery some of them
found themselves being forced to find something to do to
exist; therefore, they found themselves working as itiner-
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ant traders. Nobody has stopped to arrest this movement
from agricultural land. Again, there are some people who
by their nature can not work agricultural land and some
of them have become more sophisticated and, as a result
of that, they come to town and squat in the alleys selling
this and that, and S0 we have this population growth of
hawkers.

As the hon. member has just said, nobody has any
right putting a market in any area unless,by the density
of the population, that area had shown that a market is
growing up there. 1 say that because markets show the
places where they are intended to be. There are certain
areas today which have shown themselves as marketareas
which were not market areas when] was a boy. As a boy
the then Golden Square was not a market square ag it is
now, and that is so because you did not have the number
of buses to converge at such a point as you have today.
The reason why the Milkmarket area has shown itself
to be a market area is because of the fact that from the
time you had any means of conveying transportation from
the country areas, the Milkmarket area was one of the
areas where all transportation converged.

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair.
SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Mr. SPEAKER: It now being 2 p.m. o'clock, the sit-
ting of this House now stands suspended until 2.30 o’clock.
2.00 p.m.

On re-assembling

Mr. SPEAKER called Question Time and all the
Orders Under Private Members® Business.

Mr. SPEAKER: Having called all the Orders under
Private Members’ Business and there being noanswer, the
House now reverts to Government Business.

Mr. SEARLES APPOINTED TO ACT
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

Hon. M. E, COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that the
hon. junior member for St. James be appointed to act as
Chairman of Committees in the absence of the Chairman
of Committees.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to.

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the House re-
sumed Committee of Supply, Mr. SEARLES in the Chair.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: On the adjournmen.t, the hon. senior
member for St. Peter was addressing th Chaft.
[

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, 1 was makir’g the point that so
far as markets and the erection of marjetsare concerned,
1 agree with the hon. junior member foi- St. Andrew in his
view as regards putting a market in a rural area, because
when you are putting markets in a rural area, that part
has to be conditloned by the use which the people are mak-
ing of that area.

What is striking about the situation as regards mar-
kets, and this is an undeniable fact, is that the Government
would not have been called upon to builda market in Cheap-
side or Fairchild Street had it not been for the question of
this congestion of hawkers on the streets. Markets were not
built for the purpose of providing accommodation for people
in stores; that was never the problem, and I do not think
any person could have asked this Government, or any Gov-
ernment for that matter, to go and build a market be-
cause somebody wants to put a shop in a market.

2.35 p.m.

The market is the only natural accommodation there and
the people create these things around the street. Ia some
cases you allow the people to remain there if they do not
make a public nuisance. 1 do not agree with the situation
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in which you have this type of favouritism where you have
a few people in Broad Street; that does not offer any
problem for any special accommodation. The radius of
the City is so small that there i{s no problem in gettng
from Fairchild Street to Cheapside. The idea that you
are going to formulate something between these two
points is only going to create a hardship. If anybody
can stay in Milk Market or Busby's Alley, that is some-
thing like a tourist ship coming in and you give a certain
area for certain occasions. In New York City people who
sell handkerchiefs, and so on, are in areas where you
can sell these things, just as how you had the people sell-
ing their fancy basket goods; it was nothing which would
make the place untdy and so people could sell........

At this stage, the CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
took the Chair.

Mr. WALCOTT: You build a market to suit the com-~
munity and the things you get in the community. The Hon.
Minister spoke about the money whichis spent on markets,

Hon. D. D, GARNER: On a point of order. I spoke
about the toll we collect from the Market.

Mr. WALCOTT: i am sorry that I did not make my-
self clear. It is a question of the amount of money which
you get from the Markets and what it represents. The
Minister says that it is a paying concern in other coun-
tries and we would be glad to have that. I do not know if
it is with that in view that you have come with this idea
of accommodating stores and shops at the expense of the
people whom you take off the street, people for whom
you cannot find any accommodation. I am going to be bold
enough to say that because of the economy you have, you
never had the accommodation for the type of goods which
would make these people disappear. A woman will find
that it is very expensive to come from the country with
a certain amount of produce, to transport that produce
and sell it on a proper basis. 1 do not subscribe to the
view that any antediluvian system which does not make
an economic future must be perpetuated because my
grandfather carried it on. 1 am not a party to that sort
of thing. The type of system which you have is not a rev-
enue-bearing system and there is no point in imposing
a tax on people who are selling sweets and nuts. That is
a type of disgulsed unemployment which you have. These
people are really unemployed and they are saying ‘‘Nuts{
Calll” as a means of getting a few pennies, but that can-
not support any woman. Invariably youwillfindas to every
hawker or huckster who is selling nuts, that the Parochial
Authorities or some other socfal institution have to carry
these people because that is a sort of opening to the evils
of life. It is one of the inroads of the population problem
where people cannot support their children. I am going
to be bold enough to say that thetime it will take a police-
man or a market constable to collect four cents from a
woman, and th® organisaton which is there to collect
that four cents - wéll, it will cost the @vernment more
than four cents to c .llect that four cents. We have to get
down to commonsens . I am sure that if an analysis were
taken of the time factor involved, it takes some time to
get an amount of money from a person. The Hon. Minis-
ter lives in St. Philip; for many of my years I have lived
in the main area to Kensington Oval and on Saturdays
where you have a big football match taking place there
is a traffic jam. 1 saw some of these people in the street
and I feel that taking these people out of Busby's Alley,
out of Milkmarket and parading them infront of the Market
square is not good enough. I do not know what the sanitary
arrangements are, but I doubt very much that from the
large numbers of people I saw there, you will get all of
them wending their way up-stairs; and if youare not care-
ful you will have another filthy area there, bearing in
mind that we live in the tropics. To say the least of it,
to put people by compulsion in the sun like that in a tropi-
cal country is nothing short of being criminal.

1 think that the Government should make a thorough
examination of this matter. I know a manwho it is claimed
was a butcher in the Market for a long period and this
man was not given a stall at the beginning although he has
been & butcher for close on fifty years. 1 understand that
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it is felt that he should not be a butcher by now and that
is why they did not allocate a stall to him. I understand
that that situatdon has been rectified or is being rectfied,
2.45 p.m.

Where 1 believe the Government has gone over the other
side is that it i1s spending a lot of money in building stores
for people. 1 want to be brutal about this, If there is one
place that does not need anybody to build stores for them,
it is Barbados. Far from that, there are too many, and
if 1 were a dictator 1 would cut down on half of the rum
shops, because they produce a lazy type of mentality.
Where you have a community that {s heavy-drinking, it
is also a soft community. Drink affects the system and
I do not support the idea of drinks from the point of view
of taxing people. It is something you should outlaw if you
could do it. (Hon. M. E. COX: They drink to forget the
misery.) If you keep people in misery you have to dope
them to make them forget. I am not for one moment face-
tious in my remarks. The heavy-drinking nations are
the light-hearted nations in the world, and progressive
nations are those nations which attempt to make people
understand that they cannot make progress and drink
rum at the same time. You should take an example from
India; Nehru was not afraid to tell the Indians that rum
drinking was not a part of the Indian philosophy, and if
it were part of the philosophy of the Western world, they
were not going to practice that.

Members of the Government may be thinking that
these remarks are facetious, but 1 tell them that they
should not take those remarks in a light-hearted way.
I say that because the Government expenditure on the
market was meant to provide facilides for people who
were squatting alongside the streets; that was the main
consideration. The main consideration was not to find a
drugstore, first-aid or butcher stalls existing there,
Government’s main concern was to provide market ac-
commodation so as to take people off the streets because
it was an eye-sore, anyhow, in your City. 1 did not like
to see what grew up in Probyn Street, and those who
worked on the reconversion of this market should be
complimented for making it what it is-considering the
old structure - and making it more habitable as a market.

My feeling, however, is that you should not on the
first day clutter it up with this number of people. 1 agree
with the hon. senfor member for the City that you should
take a census and see whether all the people from all over
the area can get into the market and consult the Police
authorities and Sanitary authorities. You have built two
markets and the Law says that everybody now has to go
in the market; but do you realise that if the market can
only hold 400 people and there are 4,000 people Govern-
ment would put the 4,000 people in the market though it
would cause a riot? Whilst on this, this indicates the feel-
ing that it seems that Barbadians have the idea that although
enough people cannot get into a bus or a car, as many as
there are outside must getinside of this market, irrespect-~
ive of the amount it can carry.

I feel sure that the Minister, on hearing the views
expressed on the matter, should investigate it with a view
to rationalising the situation, because everybody isagreed
that there should be better market facilities both for the
vendors and for the people who have to make their pur-
chases. There is no question of disagreement on that; it
is a matter of common sense; and if you have to build
markets in future, it is purely a mater of structure. So
long as you can build something strong enough, habitable
and airy enough, that should be your main concern. We
are not bullding palaces for markets, and 1 must sayl
like Barbadian standards. I do not think it is to our credit
economically or financially to say that we are building
markets better, in the context that the cost for bullding
these markets is really fairly high, than anybody else, but
the main thing is that you want a certain amount of decent
accommodation for the people. I am sure that the Minister
would agree that if youare buildingin St. Philip or in other
parishes, you should look at the population of Barbados and
see where to put them. I am satisfied in my mind that in
a radius of 16 square miles in St. Michael where you have




a density of populaton of something like 100,000 people
or over, and then the other 130,000 are scattered over
the other parishes into the various districts, and this
same large number of people will converge at some point
in the City on shopping days, then there is not much sense
in carrying market organisation out to these people when
they are coming into the City. It is wiser to concentrate
your market organisation within the area where the dens-
ity of population is, and not regard this as something in
which you have to satisfy the idiosyncracies of parish-
foners by making them believe that there is a market
in their parish, when we know for a fact that when they
talk about going to market, their market means Bridge-
town. That is a thing we must realise and you must con-
centrate your money in the area for the purposes that the
community is demanding by their own behaviour.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, the hon. senior
member for St. Peter who has just resumed his seat has
anticipated so much of what I wanted to say thatitis
hardly necessary for me to make any contribution to
the debate. The fact is that we have been spending money
in extending facilities in order to remove the eye-sore
of having hawkers scattered all over the place. Having
done that, in typical fashion the Government is now per-
mitdng people who were never selling on the street,
and who were never hawkers, to utilise this new space
created in the markets.

2.55 p.m.

Our complaint when we wanted this money to spend on
the Fairchild and the Cheapside Markets was that we
wanted them bullt in order to remove all of the vendors
from Probyn Street and Busby Alley with their make-
shift shelters from wind and rain which was a scandal
to th country and which certainly didnotpresent a worth-

while spectacle for the inhabitants of this place or visit-
ors coming in. Now, you find that in these new markets
there are people with stalls who never before were hawking
in Probyn Street, in Busby Alley or elsewhere. Therefore,
Sir, there is only one thing to be done about that and that
is to get them out of the market and thus find room for
the bona fide hawkers.

One of the Market Officials has been telling people
who want stalls that they must see the Minister; and along
with that, they were making uncomplimentary remarks of
the Ministers too. (A VOICE: Let us hear what they were
saying.) You know what they are saying as well as I do.
There can be no room for allocations either on the part
of the public or on the part of the Market Officials for
people who were not vendors or hawkers before. Certainly,
there can be no room in these markets for those people
at the expense of the bona fide hawkers and vendors. If
there are such people in these markets, it means that
they are privileged people and the question is, why should
they get these privileges over and above those people who
were hawking on the streets before.

Sir, all that we need in these new markets is not so
much a question of stalls,but departments for given com-
modities - that 18 to say, a department for butchers,
another for handicrafts, another for confectonery and
other things like that, There are people in these markets
who have stores and who are putting branch stores in
these markets. None of us voted money in here for people
to put a branch store in these markets. As a matter of
fact, it is unfair competition because they are opening
later and they are selling stuff in these markets at a time
when under the Shop Closing Act, they should be closed.
All that you are doing is to allow certain traders in the
City to circumvent the Ilaw because they can sell indl
8 o'clock in the night when their colleague who has a store
in the City has to close at 4 o'clock.

What the Government must do at the very earliest
date is to clear these markets of traders who, before
we agreed to expend money on providing marketing facil-
ities, were not in any way comnected with street selling
or hawking stuff. They should be given notice. You have
more than sufficient vendors to flll your markets and they
must be given space in the markets. It is a criminal thing
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to have bona fide hawkers in the streets, gaps and lanes
and the merchants in Bridgetown having stalls in the
market. What is going to happen within the next few weeks
is this. The people who are in the Cheapside Market area
because they cannot get inside will soon start erecting
all sorts of make-shift shelters. You will be seeing more
crocus bag roofs - may be, here and there in Fontabelle-
just now than you had in Busby Alley and Probyn Street
before. In other words, you willhave removed an eye-sore
from those streets and put an eyesore in Fontabelle and
Cheapside.

Now, the hon. senior member for the City who spoke
with more authority on this matter and more practical
knowledge than any member in this House today, stated
that the preliminary requirement was a census of the ac-
commodation we should have provided and then working
outward from that basis. We should have dealt first and
foremost with the people whom you are getting off the
streets. It is not too late to do that. In any case, it seems
that th problem now is greater than it was before. You
ought to start first and foremost with the people whom
you are getting off th streets, and then, anybody can
come after. If you do that, you cannot find yourself with
a greater problem than it was before.

Sir, 1 do not want any member of the opposite side
of the House to feel that the only public ventilation in a
matter like this will take place now. 1 say that because
the hon. senior member for the City has his occasions
when he likes to present facts on the floor of the House
and not under cover; but for reasons best known to him-
self he has failed to disclose in the frankest possible
manner the situation which arose in Bridgetown last
Saturday, Because he has failed to do it in this House
today, it does not mean that he does not know what it was.
Therefore, Mr. Chairman, in the public interest it is the
duty of the Government to endeavour to remove the griey-
ances which have arisen here and there, and to endeavour
to improve the situation alongthe basis suggested by mem-
bers on both sides of the Table. We have just as much in-
terest in the market and providing proper marketing
facilides and in making Bridgetown present a pleasant
and pleasing prospect as members of the Government
have: and we certainly are not going to sit back idly or
indifferently and allow the main purpose of this expendi-
ture on the markets to be thwarted either by indifference
or by selfishness or by thinking in terms of what is best
for our friends and not what is best for the public. There
can be no justification at all for people congregating and
flowing over in Cheapside and Fontabelle, when inside
the Cheapside Market there are people who have stores
in Swan Street and elsewhere. That sort of thing is what
has caused people to riot because when you start to in-~
terfere with a man’s bread and butter ypu are telling him
that he must die of starvation, and he gegins to: think in
the way that if he must die of starvation, he®can very well
die by a bullet.
3.05 p.m.
And the thing i{s that when these sifiations are created,
the people who cause them are the fif'st people to tell you
that they did not know what brought about these things. 1
want to say that enough has been said here todsy for any
person who has any sense of public responsibility to take
steps to meet the situation with the minimum of delay. 1,
for one, welcome with all my heart any justifiable pro-
posal to provide marketing faciliies in suitable areas.
As a Barbadian, 1 feel ashamed of the conditions obtain-
ing at Probyn Street and at Busby’'s Alley; but I am cer-
tainly not going to allow my sense of shame to prevent me
from seeing what 1s going on and from appreclating the
fact that certain people in authority feel that these new
markets are created, not for the reason of removing these
eyesores, but for providing special privileges for their
friends.

Hon. D. D, GARNER: Mr. Chairman, I can well ap-
preciate the remarks which have been made by certain
hon. members, each on his own. Somebody has to say
something about these matters, but 1 think that the best
suggestions and criticisms have been made by the hon,
senfor member for St. Peter. I think that he is coming
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around to his former position, I should say. (Laughter).
Knowing the facts as he does and as they are, he has
offered no destructive criticism; but I will take time out
to reply to the first criticism and perhaps to the second
one made by the hon. junior member for St. John. Who
would have expected to have heard such things as he was
saying here today? He would rather have our kith and kin
bleaching out in the sun and getting wet in the rain and no
attempt must be made to organise them and no sanitary
arrangements must he made for them! He wouid have his
artists looking through his window and taking pictures of
my people bleaching in the sun and getting wet in the rainl
That is his delight.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order.
1 never thought that 1 would have heard the hon. member
definitely misquoting me. 1 never said anything about any
friends of mine. What I said was that many an artist from
abroad had come and used my gallery and painted the
scene in Busby's Alley; but the people are bleaching in
Cheapside now too.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: Well, Mr. Chairmaa, it gave
the hon. member a certain amount of satisfaction in see-
ing these things. Were the artists his enemies when they
took pictures from his gallery of these people who were
bleaching in the sun and gettng wet in the rain? And the
next thing you know is that they have the ‘‘flu’’| We are
now attemptng to provide proper facilities for these
hawkers and husksters to congregate in a place where they
can get proper shelter and proper sanitary facilities. That
means nothing to the hon. member so long as he can be-
little the Government; the little beginning which we make
does not delight him at all; his delight is in his artist
friends taking pictures from his gallery.

Mr. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order. 1
did not say anything about taking pictures; I said that
artists have used my gallery to paint the scene in Busby's
Alley. The Hon. Minister will not answer the questions
1 have asked; I am asking him to answer me as to whether
one of the administrators in the Market has not told him
that if the people want to have any place in the Market
they must see the Minister of Agriculture.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: Mr. Chairman, if the hon. mem-
ber can give, then he must be able to take. 1 sat and lis-
tened to the hon. member when he was speaking and I did
not interrupt him. I am coming to all of these things; 1
intend to defend every step. I am soldto this question, and
1 say from a humanitarian point of view that these people
must be taken from the streets and placed somewhere
where they can sell their wares. I am not surprised at
some people because they will make proper arrangements
for the place wherg their animals live and they do not care
about the husksters in the street; but we on this side care
for them. It 1s not our business to satisfy their whims
and fancies; it is Mur business to see that these people
are provided with | roper facilldes and sanitary arrange-
ments. We are not nn aking any apologles whatever for that.
1 have seen some ‘people’s horses well groomed, well
housed and well taken care of; even their dogs are washed
day and night.

As regards the formula for which the hon. junior mem-
ber for St. John has asked, he would have noticed in the
newspapers that an advertisement was there asking people
-to apply, for the various stalls, When we advertised and
offered 32 stalls we had 252 applicadons for them.
(Mr. BARROW: And you still have some empty down there.)
That is not true. Everybody was absolutely free, whether
he was in the street, in the lane or wherever he was, to
apply for a stall. Some eliminations were done.l went to a
certain man in the street and 1 asked him if he would take
one of these stalls; 1 told him that if he wanted one, he
should apply for it. He said: ‘‘So long as I can get some-
thing for $1.50 per month, 1 will take a stall.’’ People are
paying five or ten cents a day or $1.50 per month; that is
all they pay. That is the fee; we charge no more.
3.15 p.m.
When people know that they can gettwo stands for 20 cents
a day, they are not going to take a closed shop when in

truth and in fact they do not need one for vegetables
which need to be on the stands.

I have lived in America for a number of years and
know about markets. I have lived in other countries and
have seen that you can go to markets and the only thing
you cannot buy there is a bride; but if you carry your
fiancee in there, I am sure you ¢an come out and go to
the altar. So what is this talk about the various people
in the markets? Are they not Barbadians? Do you think
that only bare-footed people are hungry? We have people
from all strata of society in Barbades. This is not sport;
this is in the interest of the people of Barbados who have
suffered for so long, and no provision had been made for
them under any former Government to put them in a place
where they could be respected as a business group. People
have not been able to organise and get the respect of the
community. They had to go from house to house calling
‘‘massa, massa'’ and ‘‘missus’’, We are not doing that
any more; we have placed them in the market.and if Mr.
So and So wants anything let him go there and buy. If you
want to buy groceries and food you should go to the mar-
ket which Government has provided; you are not too big to
go to the market.

What has happened since we opened the Fairchild
Street market? All the people who are there are making
better profits; that is a fact. Some of the people whom
some of these yellow-crest journalists tried to excite
against me, in the first instance when the market was
opened up, have since come to me and said that they made
a terrible mistake and that they could not be happier. Do
you know why? Tom or Mary would sit at a corner and
would have a few people who would patronise her or him,
but now that we have made it abundantly clear that they
cannot squat on the street and sell their wares, they go
into the market and people who never knew anything about
them before will go there and buy from them; so business
has increased; although they did not know Mary before, they
are now buying from her. Those are facts and if you do

‘not care to believe them, you can go and ask the people.

With regard to the Cheapside Market, somebody talked
about having a survey, butl want to tell him most assuredly
that long before this market was even repaired, I invited
the Commissioner of Police up to my office and he sent
plain clothes men throughout the length and breadth of the
prescribed area to get statistics and the facts. He and ]
on several occasions have driven around and seen the con~
gestion on the streets and the traffic blocks that were so
terrific. We did that mostly on Saturday mornings because
of the traffic jams; so you can see that this was not any
business that was not surveyed. We have the facts and we
know how many were here, there and elsewhere. On the
other hand, let me pose this question to you as reasonable
businessmen and not because you are somebody different
from the Barbados Labour Party; if we allow only a cer-
tain percentage of people from certain places to go to the
market and they are called upon to pay five cents a day,
do you think that anybody would remain in the market when
they can squat on the street without having to pay five
cents or ten cents? Would not some of the Opposition
who is decrying the market say that we have bullt a white
elephant? Could we allow half of them to go in and the
other half to stay out? Those who go in and have to pay
would walk out the next day because they would say they
have to pay while others do not. I make this statement
that so long as I am Minister, they have to move in the
market, but 1 will also provide spaces for them, because
Government is not going to build white elephants. When
we bulld a market people must move in and stop selling
on the streets.

Do you know what a delegation came-to my office some
time ago and told me as regards these markets? They ac-
cused our people of urinating on the cabbages because there
were no sanitary conveniences nearby. I had to take it up
with them and I was very strong in my protest, and I said
that my people are mot so mean. All these things were
hurled at me; so do you think that in the light of all these -
things we can sit here and not organise these people into
markets and get better service? It is unfair for the Oppo-
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sition to berate the Government. We have done the best
under the circumstances. We have not gone the whole hog,
but we are making a try. Have any members of the Oppo-
sitdon passed along by Plantations lLtd. or certain other
places on & Saturday morning and seen the bedlam there
was? Traffic could not pass, and the same thing is true
of Milk Market; and even if temporarily we have re-
moved that, it is still inculcated in the minds of the people
who have to buy that there is a market where they can go
and buy what they want. We cannot allow the people to
squat around the place where there are traffic hazards.

Getting back to the point with regard to Busby’'s
Alley, apparently the Officlal Opposition did not getto work
on this question because the Chairman has said one thing
and one of the shadow Ministers has said another, quite
apart from each other like the Eastand the West. One mem-
ber says it hurts him to see the people in Busby's Alley and
how disgraceful it is, and the other fellow said itis so
beautiful and presents sucha beautiful picture; soapparent-
ly they have not done anything on this score and are at
daggers' end.

Now, Mr. Chairman, so far as parking space is con-

cerned, originally we intended that where the people sat
in fromt would be the car park, but what has happened
is that the moment we made the people move in, we found
how overcrowded it was. We have been conductinga series
of meetings throughout the island and 1 have been very
busy at night meeting groups and so on and begging them
to plant more food, and the people are coming to the ap-
peal. (A VOICE: Ask the planters to grow more.) I will.
3.25 p.m.
The people have responded to this thing and everywhere
you will see people with a few beds around their house
planted up. Naturally, when they plant something, they
want something back and some of the people feel that it is
worthwhile to come to town and squat somewhere and get
something more for their goods than if they sold them to
people in their district or toa hawker. That is the tremen-
dous problem.

Hon. members have talked of the payment of four
cents by these hawkers in order to squat there. I, myself,
saw a few people - some from St. Philip - and they told
me that they only come to town on Saturdays to sell. You
do not get the overflowing in the markets as you get every
Saturday. What the hon. member said in that respectis
true: but hon., members must bear in mind that this is a
new venture; it is something new and we tried months ago-
not now - before the Market was reconstructed to get more
space added to it. We made a certain move to get the
Queen’s Solicitor to see about land at Temple Yard but he
15 .such a busy man that I do not think he has made the
attempt to get it for us. Anyhow, I think it is now under
actual consideration. We intend to do everything that is
necessary to provide better marketing facilities.

I want to promise this Honourable House that we will
not charge the people for squatting outside of the Cheapside
Market although this Honourable House has passed laws
which give the Superintendent of Markets the authority to
collect tolls within the compound of the market, The laws
provides for that; but if it is the feeling of the House, as
some of my colleagues have been discussing it, we do not
want to take anything from anybody unduly. We feel that,
when you provide adequate facilitdes and accomodation, yo
ought to pay part of the fee for the service.

That brings mebackto the point whichwas made by the
hon. seror member for St. Peter whenhe said that I more
or less took in the abstract the priceat which Government
is subsidising markets. I did nothing of the kind. I am not
trying to get enough money from the people who use the
markets in order to equate the cost of the services we are
giving. What | said in passing was that I should like to
know that we are not charging anybody exorbitantly. We
realise we have to help these people and we are doing so.
What I said was that we are only collecting 49%, or 50% of
the cost of the services which we are providing for the
people. 1 said so merely for the purpose of giving hon.
members some idea of the serviceswhichweare giving the
people there,
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1 remember well when we sent two of our people out
to find what other people were doing in respect of their
markets, the report that they brought back was that those
people were making money on the organisation of markets.
I remember also when the report came backand I saw what
we were charging in respect of what other people were
for fish and so on, I was more than surprised. They were
charging five cents and ten cents per hundred pounds for
weighing fish and so on. We are charging something like
a penny. Of course, we are not out to fleece people or to
make it hard for them. Do you think a Government like
this would make it hard for the people? Of course not.
We know who put us here. But at the same time we stll
have to create discipline and organise the service there.
No matter what you do, there are some people who will
rebel so long as you remove them from A and put them in
B or vice versa. We know that and that is where we feel
the people want leadership; and so long as I am part of
the Government 1 am going to provide the necessary
leadership in my branch. I am going to tell the people the
truth and I am not golng to promise them what ] know I
cannot give them. When you tell the people the truth, al-
though it may be unpalatable, later onthey will find out that
you were their friend. So long as 1 am here and I have to
organise markets, every day that the markets are opened
even although you will have to squat alongside, you must go
there to sell your wares. What a sordid picture it would be
if these people were allowed toremain onthe streets| What
members would say when they come in here? They would
say: ‘‘Why, he built a marketand the people would not go in
there.”’ But it is the other way now. We have made them go
into the markets.

Mr. CRAWFORD:; Mr. Chairman, I rise on a point of
order. What {s this braggadoccio saying? Let me tell him
that the Police Force had to drag the people down there.
Do not give the impression that because youcreated a mar-
ket there, the people went there willingly.

Hon. D, D. GARNER: Now, Sir, as regards a survey
being taken, I think I should answer that question. A survey
was made and we had all the facts.

There is another point which I should answer before 1
sit down. Some hon. members talked about their being
shops in the market. 1 want totell them, *‘yes, that is so."’
Since we have allowed a certain amount of competition in
the market, the prices of certain items have fallen, That
is so because of competition in the market. I have had
people who have come tome askingme to get certain people
out of the market because they are underselling the other
people. Let us have more of it.1 received some informadon
from one of the sellers, as I have said, that these people
were underselling the others and I went over to the place
where these two people were cutting dgwn prices. I told
them that I was just hearing a story about them. One of
them who was a young girl saidtome ‘*Mr. Ghrner, 1 think
the Barbados Labour Party would w8come people who
would sell cheaper goods because the Boor people will be
able to get cheap goods.” All that Iffcould say was ‘‘all
right”’ and I went along about my busifless.

Do not have any fear of whatis selling in the markets.
A market should be so diversified thatyouought to be able
to get everything you want there. Imagine that a man lke
the hon. junior member for St. John, when he drives there
and if perchance he forgets that he has not bought a packet
of razor blades in town or a tube of toothpaste, would be
able to get them in there. Surely, you would be greatly
Pleased to know that he will not have to go back in Broad
Street in order to get them; therefore, there is nothing
wrong in such things being sold there.

As regards the question whetherl had any hand in that,
I stand here and put my hand up. I am guiity. (A VOICE:
That is discrimination.) Sir, you must have discrimins-
ton when you have 250 people applying for thirty-two
stalls. If you have five children andyou have fifteen apples
to share them, that is an easy thing to do; but if you have
fifteen children and you only have five apples, that will pose
a problem. We have been posed with the problem of having
252 applicatdons for only thirty-two stalls. Thisisa serious




business; this is no sport. I donot think that the Opposition
should feel strongly on this matter since the Government
is trying its best. Perhaps, 1 must have put too much in {t.
But it is a matter of disciplining people and organising
them.
3.35 p.m.
Do you know how many people in the country districts
plant vegetables and even food crops and they have no out-
let for the disposal of them? And while you have an over-
flow in one area there is a scarcity in Bridgetown. These
markets have a purpose; let us organise the people. Agri-
culture is a serious proposition; we do notput politics into
this matter. We are trying to organise the people so that
when Mr. So and So has a surplus of beans in St. Philip he
will be able to come to Bridgetown where there is an es-
tablished market and find a purchaser for his beans. I have
been a planter for all my life, and 1 know what it is when
you have commodities to sell and you cannot sell them after
you have put a lot of labour in them. There is a difference
between the stalls and the stands. Those whowanted stands
were given stands. You will always have people who have
never been in a market before, trying to get there. Bar-
bados will always be a land of sellers and speculators;
we have to live by our wits and that sort of thing. I am
sorry that the hon, senior member for the City is not here
now, because as he was in the Vestry then, I told him that
I intended to let some of the people squat along the streets.
He said: “‘If you do that, I will crucify you'’. I said: “Itis
your opinion as against mine'’. Fortunately the members
over there are not in power now and they can do what they
like; but we have the power now and we will get this thing
passed. What is wrong in allowing people tosquat in Broad
Street where, when people in the stores would like to buy an
orange, they can send outand buy it? That is no traffic pro-
blem at all. What is wrong with that?1 thought that I would
have been called a dictator if I had removed the people
from there. 1 have given these people a permit so that
nobody can rush there,

1 cannot call the hon. senior member for St. Philip
my colleague as he once was, but he says that I am blowing
a horn; well, it is better to dothat than wait until you have
told the people some sort of story on a dark night and try
to sabotage them. I think I am second to the hon. senior
member for St. George with my voice. (A MEMBER: Only
second.) 1 may display my andcs or whatever you call
them, but that is my style and those who have no style
begrudge those who have style. However, 1 will continue
to work on this idea and set out to my brother farmers in
Barbados that it is incumbent upon them to plant more
food. I must say that I am disturbed at the price which we
have to pay for vegetables because of inadequate market-
ing facilies. A woman may buy about 30 lbs of string
beans in St. Philip today and then by Thursday, Friday
or Saturday the prjce goes up. We do not want to import
split peas from Hoiland or whole peas from Germany; we
want our people to eat their locally-grown food. I have
seen fields of eddgms wasting whereas people buy Irish
potatoes at 15 or 1, cents per pound and you have pecople
telling you to ‘’pat hem on the back.’”’ If we are trying
to educate people int. a better system of marketing, I say
that it is for the good of Barbados and I appeal to hon.
members to help us to put over this programme.

Mr. Chairman, 1 see that an hon. member is looking
very dreary and forlorn. I donot know if he is a member of
the Opposidon, butl appeal to him in the interest of Bar-
badian farmers, and I take it that the members of the Op-
positdon are well read. 1 say that one of them over there
is equal.to six of us over here; so I am appealing to their
good conscience and good sense of fairplay to come to our
rescue if they want to help Barbados. (Mr. BARROW: Come
to your rescue?) Well, if one of them is equal to six of us,
then we need rescuing. I say: let us be more serious. We
know that the price of Sugar has dropped and therefore we
have to concentrate on planting more food; and in order to
do that we must organise.hope thatwhat I have said today
will help to push the Opposition in a place where they will
realise that this is their Barbados, and that if there are
people who grow these things and there is no adequate ac-
commodation for them, you can rest assured that this
Government wlll provide the necessary accommodation
when we get funds at our disposal. (Cheers.)
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Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, it is of course
not very easy to make an effort to reply to the remarks of
the last speaker. So much of what he has said or was sup-
posed to have said is in comic style that it is difficult to
know what is to be taken seriously and what {s to be taken
as comedy. If we, on this side of the Table, were to pride
ourselves on having some sort of style, rather than come
here today, we would go to the Trade Winds or the Ameri-
can Club and perform these antics. The hon. member is
priding himself about the style which he hasand saying that
we have no style. Well, Mr. Chairman, if style i{s an im-
portant consideraton in this mater, then he should go to
the Trade Winds at night and demonstrate that style.
3.45 p.m.

It is difficult to hear them talking about growing more
local food and devoting more space to producing vegetables
-and what not when they are really only paying lip service
to the question. They themselves own land and if you go
to St. Philip you will find land lying fallow under the con-
trol of Government. At least they should set an example.
(Hon. D. D, GARNER: Where is that?) At Six Roads you
have grass on land.

Hon. D, D. GARNER: Mr. Chairman, on a point of
order, the hon. member has not been in that constituency
for a long time because we have cut pangola grass from
there.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I saw it there my-
self last Monday on the way to Ruby, andl say there is
land still lying idle and uncultivated; it has been lying idle
from the tdme Government bought it. If they are really
interested in increasing and expanding the production of
vegetables in the island to supply the localand export mar-
ket, why don’t they implement the Roddam Reportwhich has
been telling them for four years todevelop the sheet water
areas in Christ Church, St. Philip, part of St. Lucy, St.
James and St. Peter? They have an excellent Report from
Mr. Saint and Mr. Roddam begging them to provide irri-
gation facilities and produce vegetables, but what he is
doing is trying to mix upagricultural production with mar-
keting facilidles. He is trying to confuse the issue and is
chasing the hawkers and vendors who sell all sorts of
things off the streets.

This is the first time in my life that I have ever heard
that you think of providing urban marketing facilities in
terms of distributing agricultural foodstuffs, This island
has always lacked proper distributing centres for agri-
cultural products; but if the Government feels that it can
remedy this defect by utilising the market space for this
reason, Sir, they are really livingina fool’s paradise. The
two things are separate and distinct. Your grow-more-
food campaign and marketing of agricultural products are
entirely separate and distinct from the sort of thing we
are discussing under this Resolution today. He began tell-
ing us on the one hand that people carry more vegetables to
sell, and on the other hand he tells us that you can buy
razor blades cheaper. 1 amazed at somebody occupying his
position being so easily floored by a single unsophisticated
local girl who says to him she does not know she is doing
wrong. He is so easily flattered and fooled that a little
unsophisticated girl tells him......

Hon. D. D, GARNER: Mr. Chairman, that was when I
happened to be in the Congress Party, nottoday. I want the
hon. member to know that 1 am no longer a fool.

Mr. CRAWFORD: He demonstrated it here today. Some
little girl in the market he asked whether she knows she is
providing unfair competitdon; shetellshhim thatthe B, L. P,
would be glad to think that she is selling foodstuff cheap
and he walks off. If she is paylng no rent and carrying no
overhead or trade tax, she must be able to sell cheaper
than somebody who is paying $200 a month rent. If that is
the case and you carry that argument to its logical con-~
clusion, then remove the whole of Broad Street to the mar-
ket, let the people pay no taxes and shut down the City. I
have not heard so much nonsense in my life.

Naturally, Mr. Chafrman, if you have no overhead or
if it is reduced to a minimum, you should be able to sell
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a little cheaper than the other man who is paying abig

staff, high rates and all that kind of thing. In other words,
what he 1is saying is this: you get a little hole-in-the-wall
somewhere, pay no taxes and you can compete with the
other fellows. There are small business people who have
a little business somewhere trying to make a living, but
they cannot compete with that kind of thing; they are not
affecting big men like Da Costa’s and Cave Shepherd. A
man in his position should be able to see the question
clearly and see all sides of it. He could not draw a salary
as Minister from the little business places in the market.
The Congress Party brought him in here; he could not
get in here otherwise. It lifted him up, presented him to
the St. Philip public as an unknown quantity, and asked
the St. Philip public to put him in the House. After you get
in here, Mr. Chairman, you get all sorts of inducements,
blandishments and seductions to betray your proper loyal-
ties. That happens all over the world, Inevery society and
Party you get traitors at a price; they are not unknown.

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order,
in all fairness to the Hon. Minister I think the Congress
Party died and left him.

Mr. CRAWFOQORD: Mr. Chairman, the hon, member is
a young member, He has just come inhere and what he does
not know is a surprise to everybody; but he does not have
to display his ignorance on every occasion like that. We
expect him to be ignorant on certain things, but he need
not tell us that he is ignorant. What he has just said dis-
closed that he is even more ignorantthanwe thought. What
I am saying, Mr. Chairman, is that with your knowledge
of Parliamentary and Constitutional history, you should
know that all over the world in all sorts of Partes you
find people who are backbenchers in a given Session who
respond to a little seduction to come over to the promised
land because they can make him a Minister.
3.55 p.m.
That does not frighten us., But you also know that there
is such a thing as a swing of the pendulum.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1 want to suggest to the hon,
senior member for St. Philip that 1 have allowed you to
reply to the remarks the Minister made; having replied,
please get back to the Resolution. I think that is quite
enough side-play. Please get back to the Resolution.

Mr. CRAWFORD:; Mr. Chairman, hon. members have
pointed out that in almost every city in the world you
will find people still selling on the streets. If you go to
Montreal or the United States of America, you will find
people selling all over the place; but the tradition of
people selling on the public streets in this island has
reached the point where you have to put a full-stop to {it,
and we did so; but do not let us shelter behind that when
we have people perpetuating gross evils in these new
markets, If these new markets are to be places which
should take the place of proper agricultural distribution
centres and if they are to be places to provide for the
many who sell on the streets - although instead of that,
they are being used as places to provide unfair comped-
tdon by a few friends of the Government -~ let us know that
so that we will realise that you will never find enough
space in them for the bona fide hawkers. If we go on
doing that every time you provide more space there,
you will get more merchants coming in and taking up
more stalls which should be in a City store; and if you
went on long enough, you will find all the business places
which should be in the City in the Market. Apparently,
that is what is envisaged by the Hon. Minister of the
Government,

The question that Head IX stand part was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division,
HEAD XXI - SCIENCE AND AGRICULTURE
Head XX] _Science and Agriculture — was called,
Hon. D, D, GARNER: The first item under this Head
1s Seed Store, and according to the note the amount to
be voted is to pay for supplies required to meet the de-

mands for seed, insecticides, fungicides and spraying
materials.

1 do not think that needs any more comment. What
I do want to say in respect of that is the fact that more
people have become more consious and hence are planting
more food. In consequence of that, they are buying more
seeds; hence we want this amount to supplement the origin-
al amount voted in the Estimates.

Item 61, deals with water, gas and electricity. Ac-
cording to the note, the sum of $1,000 is needed to meet
the cost of an increase in consumption of electricity
as a result of the activities of the Scientific Officers
and to meet the deficit caused by the payment of bills
in respect of the last quarter of the previous financial
year (1958/59) during the present financial year (1959/60),

Everybody knows that the price of electricity has
gone up and on top of that, posts which were once vacant
are now filled; therefore, we have more Scientific Officers
now doing research.

Item 107 is Replacement of Booster Pump at Central
Livestock Station and as is stated in the Note, the amount
of $656 required is a revote. The Note reads: *‘To revote
the amount of $656 which was provided by Supplementary
Estimates in 1958-59 but which was not included in the
Current Year’s Estimates due to an oversight.”’

Item 110 is for Extension of Poultry Production and
according to the Note it is to meet the balance of the
cost of a Secura Incubator which exceeded the amount
of $1,500 provided by $84. As hon. members will see,
we are asking for $84 more because the cost of this
incubator has gone up.

Item 113 is a new item and it is for Replacement of
Exhaust Fan for Fume Cupboard. This is also a revote.
According to the Note, provision of $400 was made in the
1957-58 Estimates. This was revoted in 1958-59 in Sup-
plementary Estimates. The excess of $360 over the amount
provided is due mainly to the additonal cost of adapting
the fan in the light of experience gained and of installing it.

Hon. members will notice from the figures given that
the F, O, B, cost is $498.42, Freight $15.69 and the cost
for installaton and adaptation is $245.92, In the light of
experience gained, we intend to reconstruct this exhaust
fan in a different manner. 1 do not think I need to explain
this more fully.

I beg to move that Head XXI stand part.
Hon. M. E, COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, I would just like to
refer to the Note to Item 107 and ths is the first time
for 1960 that I see again that we have to do something due
to an oversight. I thought we would not have had any more
recurrences of these amounts which wdhkre askedto revote
due to an oversight. We have never intlle past been accus-
tomed to having to deal with so magy amounts due to an
oversight, 1 just do not understand willat has happened. Of
course, what happens 1s that A leaves a thing to be done to
B who leaves it to C who passes it on to D and, in conse-
quence, nobody does anything. Perhaps, because of that,
So much of our parliamentary tme is taken up on these
matter. As early as this in 1960, we are asked to vote
amounts which are due to an oversight. It is high time, as
1 have suggested last year when a similar matter was
before this Chamber, that the Minister should call up his
Secretary or whoever is attached to the Department and
let him find out who is the Clerk, or the Under-Secretary,
or what they care to call him, who was responsible for
another act of carelessness and let them understand that
they are not only letting down themselves and their De-
partment but that they are also letting down the whole
system.

4.05 p.m.

We have so many people to do the work which was done
by so many fewer people, that there is no excuse for our
being continually called upon to pass revotes which have
been occasioned because of an oversight on the part of
some person or persous in the Government Buildings.
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The question that Head XXI stand part of the
Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,

Hon. D. D, GARNER: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move
that a Resoludon for the sum of $5,616 do now pass.

Hon. M, E, COX: 1 beg to second that.
The gquestion that this Res dution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmatiee without division,

Hon. M, E., COX: Mr. Chairman, 1 beg to move that
you do now report the passing of one Resolution in Com-~
mittee.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: I beg to second that.

The question was put and agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER re-
sumed the Chair and reported accordingly.

On motions of Hon, M. E, COX, seconded by Hon,
D. D. GARNER in each case, the Resolution passed in
Committee was read a first and second time and agreed to,

HIGHWAYS (AMENDMENT) BILL

Hon. M, E. COX: Mr. Speaker, 1 am asking leave to
deal with the Highways (Amendment) Bill which was cir-
culated to hon. members as the next Order of the Day.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon, Minister,

Mr. SPEAKER; The next Order of the Day is to move
the second reading of the Bill which was circularised to
hon. members - a Bill to amend the Highways Act, 1900.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS; Mr. Speaker, this Bill
is an amendment to Section 32 of the Highways Act, 1900.
The object of the Bill isto make provision for and to exer-
cise greater control of, certain bands etc., parading along
the streets and processions generally, and especially soat
Carnival ime. Now, Sir, this festival of Carnivalis some-
thing which is pracdcally new to Barbados; I think it is
abowt two years old. Last year it assumed greater pro~
portions than the previous year, and it promises to be
even bigger this time., My feeling is that Carnival has now
come to Barbados; some of us likeitand some of us do not
like it, but the fact is that it is here and it is here to stay.
The people have taken to it. Not far on my left I heard a
voice, and we happen to know that it is the voice of a par-
dcular individual who delights in taking partinprocessions
at Carnival time. As 1 was saying, Sir, since Carnival is
here 1 think we should, at a very early stage, do some
things and take s@&me steps to control the processions;
we should not ¥ait until they assume the proportions which
they have assumed_in the neighbouring colonies where
rowdyism, stick-fig ting, bottle-throwing, knife-stabbing
and things of that so t have taken place.

As 1 have said, the object of this Bill is to control these
processions on the streets; the Police will prescribe cer-
tain routes along which these processions will proceed
and they must be confined to the streets which have been
provided for them by the Police. That is what we intend to
do in order to make these processions orderly.There will
be other things which willbe takeninto consideration at the
same time, things such as the wearing of masks, the
playing of bands and musical instruments, and atthe same
time the opportunity will be taken to control the playing of
these juke boxes at night. We are having complaints from
several districts about the late and loud playing of these
juke boxes and things of that sort which disturb the night
rest of people in the various neighbourhoods. These things
should be controlled. These juke boxes will beable to play
only untl midnight and after that, the residents in the
various neighbourhoods must be allowed to go to bed and
rest and prepare for the next day’s work.

In connection with this Bill there is paragraph3 of the
‘‘Objects and Reasons’’ which reads as follows:~

—_ ]

“This Bill, therefore, seeks to amend the Highways
Act to empower the Commissioner of Police to grant such
permission and to make regulations, with the approval of
the Governor-in-Executive Committee, for controlling
marches and processions and for other matters connected
therewith."”

That paragraph has been wrongly worded; it should
read that the power to make the regulations will be vested
in the Governor-in-Executive Committee and not in the
Commissioner of Police as is set out here,

Mr. Speaker, this is a short Bill and the Objects and
Reasons, 1 belleve, are very well accepted by this House.
1 beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. M. E. COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, we are not opposing
the passing of this Bill, but I notice that the Hon. Premier
when Introducing the Bill made reference to juke boxes.
4,15 p.m.

As a matter of fact, in view of a recent decision in the

Magistrate’s Court, 1 see the necessity for juke boxes to
receive consideratdon under this Bill, because there is a
case of convicdon - and no appeal has been made in re-
spect of the case of a juke box which was being played,
Twenty-flve people were dancing and singing to the music
of it, and there was a conviction under Section 70, sub-
section (9) of the new Liquor Licence Act which we passed
in 1957 for permitung on licenced premises this sort of
conduct. That has been dealt with by this decision which
1 am not opposing, though 1 doubt whether it is a sound
decision of Her Majesty’s Court under a certain Section
of the Liquor Licence Act.

I take it, Sir, that the principal purpose of this Bill
and the reason for takingitupisthe Carnival season which
is approaching, and this is pre-Carnival legislation. There
are one or two aspects of it to which I will refer when we
go into Committee. As we know, the original Sectdon of the
Highways Act which this is seeking to amend was the
Section under the capton ‘‘No playing on loud musical
instruments”’. That Section 32 reads as follows:~

““If any person shall be found performing upon any
instrument called the pump, or upon any loud musical
Instruments within twenty-five yards of any highway
(except being within a dwelling house or enclosure),
such person shall, for each such offence, forfeit and pay a
sum not exceeding five shillings,’’

Of course that penalty is so inadequate that itis
interesting to see that it is proposed under the new legis-
lation for a penalty of a finenotexceeding two hundred and
forty dollars or to imprisonment for any term not ex-
ceeding six months or to both such fine and imprisonment,
as well as that a member of the Police Force in uniform
may arrest without warrant any person who contravenes.
I had thought that it would be a good opportunity in this
amending section to provide more definitions than at the
moment exist. I notice that ‘‘public place’’ 1is now defined
and “procession’’ is also defined, but a very important
phrase which received no definition even in this new
Section is *‘loud musical instruments”’.

There are differences of opinion as towhat that phrase
really means, and it is a pity that it was not defined for the
purpose of this new Section which is takingthe place of the
old Section 32. There are some who take the view, Mr.
Speaker, that ‘‘loud musical instruments’’ may mean any
musical instrument which is played loudly or the phrase
applies to certain types of musical instruments which
are regarded as loud instruments as opposed to other
musical instruments or soft musical instruments; so I
will say that in the absence of a definition in this new
Secdon clarifying what is meant or intended to be meant
by this phrase, you might have the points arguedin
courts of Law. At least in my profession there will be
opportunity arising and having to go from Court to Court,
Magistrate's Courts, Supreme Court, Federal Court and




Privy Council, perhaps, in order to get this point threshed
out and settled, whereas it would be so simple if the
draughtsman of this Bill had defined not only the two
phrases which he has defined, but also what was intended
by ““loud musical instruments'’. 1 wonder if perhaps the
hon. proposer of this motion, who would of course know
what the Cabinet had in mind when they gave instructions
for this Section to be drafted, knows what is meant by
*‘loud musical instruments’’; to which of the two categories
to which I referred just now does this phrase belong? It
may well be that our draughtsmen, now sincethat brilliant
sequence of Lawyers left the Attorney General’s Cham-
bers - Mr. C, V, H. Archer, now Federal Judge, Mr. W, K,
Fergusson and Mr. C, DeL, Inniss now Chief Justice of
Bridsh Honduras - cannot find anything to copy from,
either existing legislation or something from Trinidad
or Bridsh Guiana. They just do not seem capable of
thinking for themselves or drafting any Bill which will
fill the gap, but for which there is not already some pre-
cedent, There must be something already in a book for
them to copy, or else our legal draughtsmen of today
seem to regard themselves as glorified copyists and not
as lawyers at all.

Anyhow, Sir, if this Bill passes in its present posi-
tion, we may well anticipate that long and learned legal
arguments will have to take place in the event of any per-
son being charged in connection with the definition of what
is meant by a loud musical instrument. As you know, Sir,
whereas under the present Section it says ‘‘if any person
shall be found performing upon any instrument’’, this new
Section is worded ‘‘it shall not be lawful for any person
(a) to perform upon any loud musical instrument on or
within twenty-five yards of any highway except withina
dwelling house orenclosure; (b) to appear masked or other-
wise disguised on any highway or in any public place; or
(c) to take part in any march or procession in any highway
or in any public place, exceptinaccordance with the terms
of a permit granted by the Commissioner of Police.’’

Those are just one or two comments which struck me
as [ looked at the Bill, but apart from that we have no ob-
jection to it passing into Law.

The question that the Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without di-

vision,

On the motion of Hon., Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS,
seconded by Hon, M. E. COX, Mr, SPEAKER left the
Chair and the House went into Committee, Mr. BRY AN
being in the Chair,

Clause ] was called and passed,

Clause 2 was called,

Hon. Dr. H, G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I beg to
move that Clause 2 stand part.

Hon. M. E, COX: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr, Chairman, what I wasreferring
to just now iswhatappearsinthis Clause 2, and 1 wonder if
the hon. introducer of it would care to discuss with the
legal draughtsman the desfrability of including another
definidon in that part of subsecton (f) (2) which is to be
found in the middle of page 3 of the cyclostyled draft which
we have in our hands. The hon. member will no doubt
see the definition of ‘'public place’ and that of *‘proces-
sion’’, and the inclusion of a definition which I think will
save a lot of unnecessary arguments and expensive pro-
cedure from court to court is the definitdon of ‘‘loud
musical instruments’’. Hon members would recall the point
1 made about loud musical instruments in referringtoa
particular type of instrument. There are some instru-
ments which can be regarded as loud instruments, and]
am wondering whether by loud musical instruments the
draughtsman intended to refer to any musical instrument
if it was played loudly or with the maximum amount of
sound coming from it.

4.25 p.m.

I am not suggesting that we delay it for this purpose but if
the Hon. Minister discusses it with the Draughtsman, when
it goes to another Chamber, they may include sucha
definition in that Chamber and send it back to us.
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Then, Sir, under 32A (1), you have it that any person
who desires a permit as aforesaid shall, at least three
days before the day in respect of which such permit is
desired, apply in writing to the Commissioner of Police for
such permit.

I am wondering whether by that they meanthree clear
days; that is to say, if you wanta permit for Saturday, and
you apply the Tuesday before, will you have applied in
time? When would be enough time before? Sometimes there
are those who have permits to award who tend to dis-
criminate. You might well have a Police Official allowing
X, a friend of his, to come inon Wednesday and get a per-
mit for Saturday, but somebody else who is not his friend
or whom he does not like, if he comes on Wednesday he
would say to him: ‘‘Oh no, you cannot get it now, you must
come on a Tuesday. There must be three clear days
before.”’

There is only one other comment whichl have to make
and it is that the Draughtsman unconsciously is quite hum-~
ourous in respect of certainparticulars which are required
with this application. You are asked to give an estimate of
the number of persons who are expected to take part in
such a march or procession. Sir, you know that if you
take part in a march yourself, you do not know how many
people will follow you or join in your march, whether
there will be 10, 100, or 1,000, It is absolutely beyond the
capacity of anyone to give a reasonable estimaton. Of
course, the applicant may be expected to get out of it
by saying: ‘1 expect so many to take part.”” But one’s
expectation can amount to nothing in a case of that kind.

Sir, I want us to be careful in respect of these two
points. You know, Sir, that the juke box is the only type
of musical instrument which is available to people with
small shops and business places by which they seek to
keep their customers; and though the noise from a juke-
box can be very trying, yet it must be borne in mind that
the other clubs and business places which can afford
bands, orchestras and so on and which have full amplifying
equipment, can carry on, whereas the small shopkeepers
with a juke box are in the unfortunate position where cer-
tain high officials in this island wouldtake a delight to deal
with them. 1 know of a casewhichhas been made by a non-
resident of the noise from a juke box which was loaned to
a Barbadian and the Police Official went to the owner of
the juke box asking him to call in the juke box from this
person to whom it was rented. That is an indication of
what might happen if there is an attempt to discriminate,

This is my point. All noises after certain hours when
we should be resting or trying to sleep are irritating and
disturbing particularly after one has dome a day’s work.
Do not let us confine ourselves to the noise from a juke
box. A juke box does not keep as much noise as you get
in those places which have nine-piece orchestras where
there is superb amplifying equipment, agd which can extend
to an area of about a quarter of a 1?1e from where the
performance is taking place.

¥
Mr., F. L. WALCOTT rose to speak,

Hon. Dr. H. G. H, CUMMINS: If the hon. member
would give way, I would just like to reply to something
which the hon. junlor member for St. Lucy has just said.
1 spoke earlier and referred to Section 2 with regard to the
Commissioner of Police granting these permits. 1 should
have asked that that be amended.

Sir, if you will permit me, I am asking leave to with-
draw the motion for the passing of Section 2.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon, Premier,

Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: Sir, on page 2, Section
32B (1), it reads that the Commissioner of Police may, with
the approval of the Governor-in-Executive Committee,
make regulations for all or any ofthe following purposes:-

Iam asking to amend that to read: ‘“The Govecrnor-
in-Executive Committee may make regulations for all of
the following purposes ~ *'




I beg to move that Clause 2 as amended stand part.
Hon, M. E, COX: I beg to second that.

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, this is one of those enactments
which one finds it difficult at tdmes to have the right
and precise bit of legislation to meet the need. Sometimes
in legislation like this we get people discriminating just
as what the hon. Leader of the Opposition said. But there
is also the case where because a shopkeeper is poor and
hard hit, he does not care whom he inconveniences and

~ he would do it to his heart’s content because he is making

money; so it does not matter to him if he inconveniences
anybody. I am not a party to thatschool of thought that be~
cause a man is poor, or because a shopkeeper is poor,
he has the right to have all these conveniences for him-
self. As a matter of fact, 1 am one of those who are in-
flicted not by someone with a juke box but by those who
do not have any regard for their neighbours. When it
comes to any point, there must be a rational line taken.
There is a vast disdnction between a juke box playing
all night and one playing just for a few hoursandata
certain strength of tone, Of course, there are some people
who when they go to punch a juke box feel that the louder
they can get the juke box, the better it is or it seems
to them that the more juice they get coming out of it.

1 do not think people generally in any district will
raise any objection to any of their nefghbours keeping
a dance, because that is not a frequent thing. Evenin
districts where there are dance halls, you do not get
objection to the dance halls because sometimes those
dance halls are situated in areas somewhat far from
residents or if there are situated near to residents, the
residents there do not seem to object to them.

4.35 p.m.

I would say that we know there is a general objection by
people in the community and some attention should be
paid to these things. 1 am not one of those people who
believe that every tme a working-class man or working
class people begin to express themselves in the way
which is not being expressed by other people, you must
outlaw them. There are those who feel that as soon as
some people express themselves either by juke boxes
or steelbands, these things should be outlawed. I feel
that any nuisance should be abated and any and every
person in the community should be free from any nuisance
whatsoever. I notice here in Section 2 of this Bill which
amends Section 32 of the principal Act, that you will have
to give three days’ notice before the day in respect of
which a permit is desired, and the Premier may be able
to say something about this. One of the things in connection
with which reguladons are to be made is the control of
the use of amplifying equipment on motor vehicles. I
have heard people heing offended by other peopleannounc-
ing the holdlng of a meeting and many people have to
advertise a dance in the newspaper or over the radio
which may be very #ostly ~ you may announce ‘‘Mr. John
Harris, better know!: as ‘Come-up-here’’’ - as a means
of advertising a me¢ ing. Some people take that as a nui-
sance and that is oné of the things about which you have
to give three days’ notice.

1 want to let people know that I am keeping a meeting
tonight; 1 want to know if what you would regard as am-
plifying equipment is something which has a turntable on
it; if you connect a microphone to itand let go a meeting,
would somebody be prosecuted because you put gramo-
phone records on it? 1 do not know if the lawyers would
make a difference between what is called amplifying
equipment and something which can make a loud noise.
This sub-paragraph (e) of sub-clause 32B of Section 2
of this Bill says that regulations are to be made for
controlling the use of public address equipment and of
juke boxes, I believe that one of the things at which people
take offence is the keeping of meetings. 1 do not know
what {s the limit, but some of us would be guilty of keeping
a meeting after midnight. Some people who are not interest-
ed in politics tell you that if you are keeping a meetng
you should confine it to midnight. That is all right for
Queen's Park: but when you come to a place like St. An-
drew, what s there to prevent peéople from keeping a
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meeting after midnight? Nowadays when you should be
having meetings to educate people they are considered
as a nuisance, but at Electdon time you look forward to
the fun at that time. How are you going to keep out one
thing and get a little fun otherwise? ] see that when you
are going to have a meeting in the vicinity of a Church,
you wait until the Church meeting is over.

Mr. Chairman, I am more perturbed about the traffic
blocks which you have than other things. You have a don-
key cart going through Broad Street at 10 miles an hour
and a man sitting down onthe cartas if it i8 nobody’s busi-
ness. Those are the things which would worry us more than
other things. I agree that youmusthavea means of clamp-
ing down on nuisances when they become nuisances. I may
be undemocratic enough to say that 1 would not permit the
playing of juke boxes in a street. It is true that by and
large people do not go in selected areas to do things, but
when some people are out to do these things they are
going to do them and it does not matter whom they offend
or inconvenience. We cannot allow community life to be on
a basis where it does not matter whatever harm is done to
some people as long as other people’s ends are served.

Mr. Chairman, 1 would like some more clarification of
the public address system because it does not interfere
with the public if you announce a mieeting; it is not causing
the Police any inconvenience.lf youare havinga procession
you should allow the Police to know that you are going to
have that procession. Speaking as a Trade Unionist, 1 feel
that things do not take so long to develop; as a matter of
fact, the space of 72 hours is a long time and a procession
may be necessary within forty eight hours. I think that the
time is alright in terms of Carnival, but in terms of any
procession it may be necessary that the tme factor
should be really something about which you should have
to give notice; you may have todemonstrate your approval
or disapproval of something and that may require quick
acton being taken before something else takes place. A
demonstration may be a demonstration of protest.

4.45 p.m.

The time factor seems to me to be a bit longish. I should
like to get some information on this question of public ad-
dress equipment because 1 do not see that announcing
meetings on public address equipment as is done in Bar-
bados can be regarded as a nuisance.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, the points
made by hon. members especially those by the Leader of
the Opposition with regard to these three clear days, I will
bring to the attentdon of the Crown Law Officer and have it
clearly defined as well as the points with regard to loud
musical instruments. ’

With regard to the juke boxes, of course the hon, senior
member for St. Peter has really takena balanced view of it,
and as 1 have said earlier, complaints against the loud play-
ing of juke boxes in the early hours of the morning have
appeared In the daily newspaper especially, and complaints
have been received by way of letters by people who claim
that they are suffering from loss of sleep etc. because of the
loud playing of these juke boxes. I syryself can give an ex-
ample of what happened, 1 think year before last or early
last year, to a patient whe lived not very far from a juke
box, and the fact that the playing of this juke box on three
or four nights in succession until the early hours of the
morning had an effect on the particular padent. If they
were played moderately, I do not think anybody would have
any objection; but as I said, I promise to have a further
discussion with the Crown Law Officer onthe poimts raised
by hon. members before proceeding with it any further and
have the points clarified inthe Other Place.] say the Other
Place because 1 suppose hon. members will realise the
urgency of this Bill. We are having Carnival a Httle later
on this month, andwewanttobein a position to make legis-
ladon in preparation for these processions and so on. If
hon. members will pass the Bill, I promise to have further
discussions and have these points cleared up by the Crown
Law Officer before proceeding to the Other Place.

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Chairman, I can assure you that in
certain areas there are many people who are suffering




from the full volume of these loud speakers.In my dis-
trict I know that there is a young gentleman suffering from
mental troubles, and even when he was recovering and
would have been able to work for himself again he had a
relapse. There are other women who have complained
to me that they have to put pillows over their ears at
night in order tohavea restbecause of these loud speakers.

1 do not think, Sir, that thisisa bad idea to have some
control in certain areas over these juke boxes and loud
speakers which disturb the people. We are not against
them playing, but they must have theminareas where they
would not disturb other people. If they would use their
discretion, they can play at the doors of any other person,
and that would be by lowering the volume. There are some
people who put in ten cents and sgy they have paid their
money and they are going to play as loudly as they like;
they do not care whom they disturb and that is a bad idea.
If this Government has control over such affairs, I think
it would be good for the community because I know the
danger it causes to certain people who are suffering from
various complaints. I think this is one of the best things
that can be done. If they do not control the volume, you
should use some means of preventing them.lam in agree-
ment with this Bill,

The question that Clause 2 as amended stand
purt, was put and resolved in the affirmative without di-
vision, o

On the motion of Hon, Dr., H. G. H. CUMMINS,
seconded by Hon, M. E. COX, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported
the passing of thé Bill with amendments in Committee
and Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported ac-
cordingly.

On the separate motions of Hon. Dr, H. G, H,
CUMMINS, seconded in each case by Hon, M. E. COX,
the Bill was read a third time ond passed.

Mr. SPEAKER: The mext Order or the Day stands 1n
the name of the Hon. Minister of Communications, Works
and Housing: To move the second reading of a Bill to
amend the Transport Board Act, 1955.

" TRANSPORT BOARD (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1960

Hon. R, G, MAPP: Mr. Speaker, some time agol
informed the House that] hoped soon to announce a com-
prehensive policy as regards the public transport in this
island. 1 need hardly point out, Sir, to members that such
a policy will necessarily involve not only the future of the
Transpert Board, but also several other considerations and
ramifications and, ] believe, the whole system of transport
as it operates today.

Unfortunately, Sir, I have not found it possible so far
to state to the House and to the public what the policy is,
but in the very near future I expect to be in a position to
do so. .

4.55 P-m.

This also involves various alternatives to what we have
today. It involves either s continuaton of the present
system or some retraction, and indeed, Sir, what some
have in mind is something akin to what we had before.

I think I should inform the House that one of the mat-
ters which Mr. Cadbury is considering, against the econom-
ics of the Five-Year Plan, is this matter of transport. 1
may say that he has a long experience in other countries
in this matter. At one time he served in a part of Canada

. which successfully ran public transport and he assisted
the Government there; and we of this Government have
sufficient feith in his knowledge and experience and his
judgment to believe that he will also give us candid, im-
pardal and good advice on the operations of the Transport
Board. But this matter does give us very serious thought
when we are faced with what may be a contdnuing subsidy
in an island which depends on a one~-crop economy. There-
fore, we as a Government have to seeto it that this subsidy
i3 reduced to a very small proportdon or eliminated alto~
gether. As I have said earlier, we are giving it serious
consideration for what it involves,

I would like to repeat whatl have already said and it
is that 1 regard public transport as an essential public

service. I regard it as a service to be looked at from the
point of view of serving the people and not necessarily
from the polnt of view of whatitmeans to a few individuals.
1 have heard comparisons made between the Transport
Board and some individual owners. I shall giveyou figures
in a few minutes. As1 have said, it is how you look at it.
It is the premise from which you start. If you start from
the premise that regardless of how the people are served
or not served, you are going to chop up this island into
little concessions, some lucrative, and some unremunera-
tive, some having workers working long hours and, there-
fore, the owner making profits -~ if you start looking at
public transport in that way, well then, of course, you will
say quite easily and glibly: ‘‘Do away with the Transport
Board and let A, B, C, and Dand whoever may, operate it’’.
If, on the other hand, you look at it as a public service,
as a service to be operated for the benefit of the public

and for the benefit of the people principaily, well then, I
say, Sir, that you are bound to see to it that it be so oper-
ated that it benefits them.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of
order. I have not heard the Minister to say expressly
that he is dealing with this next Item on the Order Paper
and I would like to say this, if I may. Only today, there
was laid on the Table of this House a Statement of the
Accounts of the Transport Board for the year ended 30th
September, 1959, but we have not received any copies of
that Statement.and Your Honour can well remember that
that Statement of Accounts, not being ready last week,
caused the Hon. Minister to say that he would not proceed
with the matter undl the Statement was laid. All that we
know is that the Statement was laid but we have not seen
coples of it and, so far as we are concerned, it would be
impossible for us to debate this matter without having seen
that Statement.

I do not know if the Hon. Minister proposes to do
anything more than making his second reading speech
and having it seconded and then postponing further dis-
cussion on it.

Mr. SPEAKER; I think the hon. member is speaking
of Order No. 2. I take it that he is. If 1 may reply to his
point of order, I would like to tell him that what the Hon.
Leader of this House said on a former occasion relatve
to the laying of the Statement is just a moral obligation
which I cannot enforce.

Mr. BRANCKER: 1 fully appreciate that, Your Honour.
In such a case, the Hon. Minister may well have gone on
with this measure on the last occasion. Weare as ignorant
now of it as we were last Tuesday in connection with the
Statement and the figures, which are very important in
considering a Bill of this kind. o

Hon. R, G. MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I would like to assure
the Opposition that we on this sidedo ypt intend to do any-
thing to hamper free, full discussign and I would quite
agree to complete my speech and further debate on
this measure at another date. I wolld not say next week
because there is to be a Council of Ministers which will be
meeting next week in Trinidad. Therefore, I wonder if the
Hon. Leader of the Opposition would agree to having fur-
ther discussion on this matter on another day this week,

Mr. SPEAKER: I would like the Hon. Minister to
state that he is moving the second reading of this Bill;
otherwise, there is nothing before this House.

Hon. R. G, MAPP: I am going to move the second
reading of this Bill and after thatenquirefrom hon. mem-
bers whether they are willing to meet on Friday to debate
it.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker,] rise ona point of order-

What 1 want to say is that 1 disassociate myself from the
view expressed by the Hon. Leader of the Opposition; what
the Hon. Leader of the House sald on the last occasion
has absolutely nothing to do with my having to deal with
this Bill before the House because this is a matter which
deals with amending the Transport Act, 1955. Though it
may be that the accounts dealing with the Transport Board
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would mean something, this Bill is not contingent on the
accounts of the Transport Board; therefore, I am not as-
sociating myself with that view and I am prepared to speak
on this Bill after the Hon. Minister finishes his speech
and the motion has been seconded.

5.05 p.m.

I myself hope to show that this Bill could be considered
quite apart from the matter of accounts. I hope hon. mem-
bers will follow me very closely in what I have to say
later on. I am mindful ......

Mr. TUDOR: On a point of order. Mr. Speaker, the
reason why we, on this side, would find it impossible to
take partinthis debate at this juncture without the accounts,
is that the very Bill which the hon. member is introducing
is a Bill to give permission to the Transport Board to
borrow money, and we cannot give them authority on that
basis without the accounts. Without the accounts we could
not even take part in the debate.

Hon. R. G, MAPP: 1 appreciate what the hon. member
has said. I was saying that I am not unmindful of what the
Hon. Leader of the House has said.I do not intend to fore-
stall anything or to go ahead today without hon. members
seeing a copy of the accounts; but what the hon. senior
member for St. Peter has said is quite factual and I hope
that I will be able to show it. (Mr. CRAWFORD: It is not
factual.) Mr. Speaker, in moving the second readingof this
Bill I was developing the point that there seems to be a
certain manner of thinking, and it is not confined to one
section of the community. I cannot think that the Govern~
ment could blithely go back on everything it has done and
return to the chaotic system in sofar as transport is con-
cerned; 1 want to say that I am diametrically opposed to
that, 1 do not want to develop that point too broadly today
because later on, or in fact very soon from now, we are
going to have an opportunity of dealing with this matter in
all its stages and ramifications. I only want briefly to
state the position which has led up to this Bill.

Soon after his arrival here, the Managing Director
of the Transport Board drew tothe attention of the Govern~
ment certain defects in the operation of the Board, certain
drawbacks which hampered the Board: and one of those
drawbacks was the fact that they were operating some
very old gasolene, over-aged units on which increasingly
large sums of money were being spent by way of spares
and so on, and which would require big sums being spent
if these units were completely overhauled and rehabilitated.
The Managing Director advanced certain other recommen~
dations to the Government, which, if carried out, would
have meant that it would be unwise and uneconomicaltore-
habilitate these units. It would be far better, in case that
future policy was settled, to bring in or import new diesel
units to take the place of the old gasolene units on which
increasing sums were being spent for repairs. The Gov-
ernment went into e recommendations, they were con-
sidered by all secttons of the Government, the financial
implicadons were si:udled very closely and so on, and
some time elapsed after the recommendations were for-
warded to the Government. In the meandme, Mr. Speaker,
the position became worse and worse so far as the buses
were concerned. Of these old gasoclene units, nineare 1946
units, 17 are 1947, 3 are 1948, four 1949, two 1951 and
four 1952, It is generally acknowledged that after eight
years, without a complete rehabilitation of the unit, it be-
comes uneconomic to operate. That has been generally
acknowledged by & Committee of Concessionaires which
came béfore me and they said that between eight and nine
years after units have been in operaton you will have to
rehabilitate them completely. We returned some of the
buses to the owners and they spent considerable sums in
rehabilitating those units. Letus notforget thatthose buses
which belong to the Transport Board are not confined to
two or three areas; they have to travel throughout the isl-
and. The accounts of the Transport Board revealed that
there have been, from year to year, tremendous increased
costs to keep these units in running order. During the last
financial year the amount spent on repairs, replacements
and mechanics’ wages in respect of these units was
$183,300.82, as against $157,348 in the preceding year.
(ASIDES).
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Mr. SPEAKER: 1 must inform hon. members that
the asides are a bit too loud. I have some difficulty in
hearing the hon. member who is addressing the House.

Hon. R. G. MAPP: 1 was saying, Sir, that in the last
financlal year the amount spent in connection with repairs,
replacements and mechanics’ wages on these units was
$183,300.82 as against $157,348.80 in the preceding year
and as against $136,000 in the year before that.

5.15 pom.

In three years it cost over $50,000 more to keep these old
units going. We have been faced, Mr. Speaker, with increas-
ing problems due, for instance, to increased school popu-
lation-especially on the Leeward route-which has risen
very much in the past year or so, and it has thrust con~
siderable strain on the Board to keep the school service
going and at the same time keep up these old units in a
workshop which is deficlent in many respects as well as
supply the general public with proper transportation.

1 may mention, Sir, that from the last financial year
I do not think the public generally realises that this Board
has subsidised the transporting of school children by as
much as 40% amounting to $30,000 last year. That is the
subsidy which education enjoys .......

Mr. CRAWFORD: On a point of order, I am sorry to
interrupt the hon. member, but we are not quite clear at
this stage on the point he is trying to make on this issue
of the transporting of school children, and I would appre-
ciate it very much if he clarifies it, because so far, up to
now, the only impression I have is that the Transport
Board is transporting school children at a reduced rate
whereas the former concessionaires never did. There
must be some other reason, and I should like him to make
the position clear.

Hon. R, G, MAPP; If the hon. member interrupts me
before I can even get my thoughts going, how does he ex-
pect to be able to follow anything I say?

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 am not interrupting for the sake
of interruption. 1 presume he is talking and wants us to
understand what he is saying. He said people do not real-
ise that the Transport Board is undertaking the transport
of school children at 40% and what not, but so far as we
know the former concessionaires transported children at
special fares.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member wants something
clarified, and so he may ask the Minister to get things
straight; but the hon. member need not go on to use any
argument.

Mr. CRAWFORD: He just does not understand the
question I posed.

Hon. R, G. MAPP: 1 was developing a point and 1
prefaced it by saying that the public hasnot only increased,
but the number of school children, and 1 pointed out what
is a fact,that as against 20§, up to 1958 we are actually
subsidising school children’s transportation by 40% of the
regular fare, and it is costing us now $30,000 a year. That
is what it cost us in the last financial year as against half
of that up to 1958; ithas never been so high before, but that
was only by the way.

1 was saying, Sir, that it was pointed out to me that
this Board was faced with a creeping paralysis due to
these various factors 1 pointed out, and that unless some-
thing was done about it the position would become worse
and worse. Now, Sir, whatever the future policy of the Gov-
ernment as will be announced pretty soon, the Government
has it as a public duty to transport members of the public.
We have got to keep the public moving; we have got to pro-
vide them with buses; andif we are faced with a breakdown,
we have got to see to it that it is obviated by allowing the
Board to have this blood transfusion, so to speak, and in
this way finance the bringing of new units to take the place
of those over-aged, inefficlent units. ( A VOICE: You have
new ones coming.) That has nothing to do with policy as
regards the future of the Board or even the financial dif-




ficulty of the Board. We are faced with a crisis; and if we
do not do it, we will have to spend tremendous sums to
rehabilitate the old units whichhave long passed the proper
state they should be in and which have long become in-
efficient. That is a serious situation which any Govern-
ment has to take a critical note of, and hence the reason
for this Bill before the House.

Mr. Speaker, we are not through this asking to take
money directly from the Public Treasury, but this is to
inject some degree of financial confidence in the Board
itself. They can goahead and horrow money from the Banks
if the Government guarantees, and bring new unitsin order
to keep transport moving. Some members onthe other side
seem to think that this is a joke. (Mr. CRAWFORD: Yeu
are a joke, not this.)

Therels, Mr. Speaker, in this islanda body of opinion
that seems to think you can regard transport in the same
way as you regard the selling of fish or something of the
kind. They do not view it in a comprehensive light; they
point to one or two persons who may have small opera-
tions with their own family running the business or a few
people in it, paying what wages they like, operating under
any conditions, and they feel that is the system that should
obtain. They ask if these people can make a profit, why
can’t the Transport Board do the same? We cannot carry
on under those methods. On certain roads in this island
the Transport Board makes a profit, especially on the
short routes. It is on the long routes to St. Lucy and cer-
tain parts of the outer parishes thatwelose a lot of money.
To say that a small operator who may operate on a lucra-
tive route makes money and point to that fact as against
the Transport Board is foolish.
$.25 p.m.

You cannot look at public transport in that way.

Mr. SPEAKER: I just want to draw the atention of
hon. members to paragraph 6 of Rule 29. It reads as
follows:-

‘““While a Member 1is speaking, all other Members
shall be silent or shall confer only in undertones, and
shall not make unseemly interruptions.”’

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Let us see what is the position of
the Transport Board in relation to other people who are
running transport. The Transport Board runs 70 buses.
They employ 125 drivers and 153 conductors. There are
efght private concessionaires operating 106 buses between
them. That is 36 more than the Transport Board. They
have between them 86 drivers compared with 125 drivers
employed by the Transport Board and they have 115 con-
ductors compared with 153 conductors employed by the
Transport Board.

Of the eight concessionaires there are four employing
drivers and conductors on a 48-hour week basis at vary-
ing rates. There is another with twelve driversand twelve
conductors who work for 60 hoursa week. There is another
with 23 drivers and 26 conductors; the drivers work for
52 hours a week while the conductors work 43 hours a
week. Another has employed 12 conductors and 12 drivers
who work for 60 hours a week. Another one has four driv-
ers and four conductors and they work for 44 hours a
week. Those are conditions that have obtained for sometime
because it has been always difficult to unionise this type
of worker: but for the first time, with the coming into
operaton of the Transport Board, it has been possible
to get a unionised body of these workers under a respons-
ible union which is facing up to its duties in a responsible
manner, The Union bas with considerable courage on more
than one occasion told those workers that itis not going to
tolerate any slackness. That has been reported by the Man-
aging Director of the Transport Board and this is an op-
portunity of baving a disciplined body of workers who will
not be forced to accept any conditions through fear but who
will be able to do their work without fear of being sent
away or dismissed.

As regards the wages of thesedriversand conductors,
the Union is negotiating now with the Transport Board on
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that matter. These are the present standards of wages: the
Transport Board pays $3.78 a day to the drivers of Diesel
buses and $3.06 per day to the drivers of the gasolene units.
1 may say that there isatheory that because of that differ-
ential, drivers are not careful with the small units and that
they want to drive the big ones; butas happens throughout

the world, not only in Barbados, you must have a ¢ode to
which all employees of a Government concernwill agree to
and come under. Only the other day the London Transport
Executive in negotlating with the Union agreed topay their
workers a bonus based on the number of passengers, the
money brought in and all that sort of thing.

As regards the conductors of the Transport Board,
those who work on the diesel buses get $3.06 a day and
those on the small buses get $2. 85 a day. They all work
48 hours a week. Those are thewages which operate today
as regards the Transport Board, and the Trade Union is at
present negotiating with the Board on this matter.

So far as private concessionaires are concerned,
there are various wages which are paid out. As compared
with the Transport Board which gives $3.78 a day to the
drivers of the diesel buses, one concessionaire with 13
buses pays $3.50 per day to the drivers on the big buses
and $3.00 per day to the drivers on the small buses. That
concessionaire also pays $2.50 a day to the conductors
on all the buses. Another concessionaire pays $3.76 to
the drivers and $2.50 per day to the conductors. Another
with 14 drivers pays $3.60 and $3.00 respectively and
$2.88 and $2.50 respectively to conductors as compared
with the Transport Boardwages of $3.06 and $2.85 re-
spectively. Another pays $3.60 to the drivers and $2.50
to the conductors. Another pays as low as $2.40. There-
fore, Sir, you will see that there is only one concession-
aire who approaches near the wage standard set by the
Transport Board. | say again that I hate to be comparing
a small operator with 11,12 or 13 units with the Trans-
port Board which is s semi-Government concern, but it
must be borne in mind that the Transport Board started
under unfortunate condiions and circumstances and it
will be always faced with conditions not at all conducive
to the most efficient enterprise; therefore, itisimpossible
to compare the two.

While I do not want that aspect in this debate, 1 feel
nevertheless that it would have arisen and I wanted to
make my position clear. These are fallacies whichl would
have to talk on; they can hardly be avoided. The cost of
operating those old umits with which the Transport Board
is burdened is 54 cents a mile as sgainst the cost of 31
cents a mile for operating diese] buses
5.35 p.m. :

1 have seen this report appearing in the newspaper about
buses being shipped and that sort of tjing. Mr. Speaker,
nothing could be further from the truth; no buses have
been shipped because none has been ordéfred. 1 repeat
that there is a representative of ‘‘Igeylands’’ out here
and any hon. member can ask him j§ that is true. (Mr,
MOTTLEY: The report came fromfLondon.) The hon.
member says that the report came fromn London, but news-
papers work in a very mysterious way their wonders to
perform. (Mr. MOTTLEY: The Beacon.) As far as | know,
no buses have been ordered for Barbadosandit is a myst-
ery to me to know whence this reporthas come. No orders
have been given by my Ministry and none has been given
through the Managing Director of the Transport Board.

Mr. Speaker, I think that the Hon. Leader of the Op-
position tabled a question about children’s fares. I do not
want to go into that now because it is not bound up in this
matter. However, we are working on a system whereby no
hardship will accrue to the parents of these children. We
do not want any hardship to accrue to the Board and we
have to be very careful as to how we work this system.
It 13 a system which was instituted so as to safeguard the
monies coming to the Board, and in respect of any changes
which we make, we will have to safeguard that position.
Parents will have readily to abide by the rules which we
want to lay down; otherwise the whole object of the new
system will be defeated.

1 am putdng to the House that all this Bill does or
seeks to do is to promote the financial assets of the Board
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not however with the express purposeof anticipating any
change in policy or anything of that kind. We have these
over-aged units and the travelling public must be accom-
modated. Whatever happens in the future, thatis the prime
essential and new units must be ordered if that must be
done. It is not true, I assure the House, that orders have
been placed for these buses. I wanted to be able to come
down and announce to the House and to the public the policy
as regards the entire transport service and that is the
reason why this matter has been keptback; we had decided
on it some months ago. At some times deliveries take
months and months to be effected and in order that we can
relieve the situaton, knowing that the Government has
decided on this matter, the Board simply sent to Leylands
making enquiries and hinting that they may want some units
but no-orders have been placed.

Mr. Speaker, what I have sald is, in simple form,
the reason why this Bill is here and I now formally beg
to move that this Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. F, E, MILLER: I beg to second that.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, I should just like to
enquire if it is proposed to proceed any further with this
Bill today.

Mr. SPEAKER: Perhaps the Hon. Minister will give
the House an assurance as to that.

Hon. R, G, MAPP: Except thatis any hon. member who
wanted to speak on this Bill this afternoon, I think we
should hear him: and if the Opposition wants the matter de-
ferred after that, then we will defer it.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I want to make it clear
once and for all that] am anelected member of this Cham-~
ber, and 1 am not going to sit down here and allow any
arrangements between the Government and the Hon. Leader
of the Oppositdon to preclude me from dealing with any
matter which comes before the House. 1 do not speak
either for the Government or for the Opposidon, and no
side is going to speak for me on any measure. If the Gov-
ernment introduce a Bill, they may say that they want to
adjourn after that, but I do not like this short-circuiting.
1 will become very angry and I will become very intoler-
able to some people. If the members of the Opposition do
not want to speak on this Bill, that is their business; I do
not l{ke this sort of subversive attitude andthereforel am
going to speak. There seems to be the bad idea that the
Hon. Leader of the Opposition has the right to speak first
in a debate.

Mr. TUDOR: Hg rose on a point of order which he is
quite entitled to do.
»

Mr. WALCOTT:MMr. Speaker, this whole question of
transport has been g¢pe question in this island for a long
time. In some cases -the Government messed it up and in
other cases it was said that the Board messed it up; how-
ever, today the position is a factual one, This Bill seeks
to give the Governor-in-Execudve Committee the author-
ity to amend the Act So as to deal with the accounts of the
Transport Board. I believe that although the Hon. Minister
did not say so precisely, this amendment must be done
in a similar way to that in which the Housing Board is
accounted for in that the Auditor General seems to have
something to do with the Housing accounts but he has no
authority to deal with the accounts of the Transport Board.
Hon. Members would like to see the accounting of the
Board; 1 am not against the members of the House know-
ing what are the accounts of this Board because it would be
a good thing to know and to have the accounts before us in
order that we may see what is taking place.

5.45 p.m.

I want to say quite clearly in here that I am going to stand
and speak now for mearly 500 people together with the
public which I represent by saying from the beginning that
1 am a believer in public ownership. I am a Socialist by
political philosophy and the hon. semlior member for the
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City nor anybody else can bandy me about on that. ]l am
not a Socialist that waits undl the rain comes down......

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of order, 1 would like the
hon. member to catch his breath. I know he is warming
up, but I have never pretended. I am not a Socialist by
conviction, or a pseudo-Socialist by persuasion, philosophy
or anything, so what is the point of worrying with that?
I have never fooled anybody with it. As a matter of fact,
you can point your hand all round Barbados and say:there
stands a man who is not a hypocrite.’

Mr. WALCOTT: If to be a Soclalist you are a hypo-~
crite, then I am a hypocrite.

Now, Mr. Speaker, from the introduction of a Bill
dealing with this matter, I said I was in favour of public
ownership, but 1 was not satisfied that the Government
was clear in its mind when it took over; because although
1 am a Soclalist and I believe in public ownership, before
1 took anything that 1 wanted to run as a public service,
I would make my own survey, have a clear examination
of what 1 am going to do and then when 1 had done it |
would stand by it. Everybody in the House agreed at the
time that the Government should take over the buses owing
to the chaotic situation which the bus transport had reached,

There is no doubt in my mind, Mr. Speaker, that in
taking over the bus service ina crisis; there was no alter-
native. What would happen if you did not take them over
and did not agree to increase the fares? People would
be like sheep without water, and even sheep without
water will die. The situatdon was a very serious one in
this respect. The Government made errors in appointing
Boards and also in appointing persomnel to Boards, and
1 can now speak because some have gone to the Great
Beyond and some are not members of the Board; but the
danger in a public organisation is not that in itself, and
I repeated in this House that public ownership was not
wrong, but the people who were running it did not know
what they were doing:and you have given way to people
like the hon. senior member for the City who said he is
an avowed believer in private enterprise running buses,
and you took them over at a stage where they were not
much good with the axles dropping out and in a very bad
state of disrepair.

Mr. SPEAKER: I must warn hon. members that the
hon. member must be allowed to develop his theme un-
interrupted.

Mr. WALCOTT: Private people ran the buses in a
state of disrepair,

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order,
the owners are not here to defend themselves.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a point of order. If the
hon. member does not agree with what the hon. member
says, he has a chance to reply; but he should not, on any
point of order, be saying the opposite to what the hon. mem-
ber wantsto say.

Mr. CRAWFORD: If the hon, member not wittingly
makes a statement which can easily be corrected, can
it not be corrected at this stage?

Mr. SPEAKER: That i{s not a point of order.

Mr. WALCOTT: 1 repeat again, Sir, thatthese people
ran the buses in a state of disrepair, and when it came
to the quesdon of taking them over, it meant complete
rehabilitation in order to make these buses serviceable.
( A VOICE: They could not get parts after the War.)
Somebody says they could not get parts. These buses
were here long after the War because the Transport Board
was established in 1955 and the War ended in 1945. During
the War people made money from running the buses, but
1 am satisfied that they invested the money in things other
than buses which they were running as a business and
therefore the buses were in a state of disrepair. There
is nothing wrong in making money in one industry and
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investing 1t in something else, but there is something
wrong, when you come to rehabilitate that industry, to
say you camnot do it because you have already invested
the money somewhere else. If you put money in real es-
tate in Bathsheba and other places and inother businesses
and then come and say you cannot find the money to rehab-
ilitate because you do not have it, that is wrong.

I am a believer in public ownership: otherwise 1
would give the Post Office to private people; but if Gov-
ernment by their attitude and diminution has allowed the
hon. member to feel that they cannot run the buses and
are going to allow them to go back into the hands of pri-
vate enterprise, they are wrong. You took them over at
a price and have given some back to private people on the
roads that were making money because you had other
means of making money. What right have Mr. Birch and
Mr. Alleyne with buses? Theirs are the shortest routes in
the whole place and you are running routes to compete
with them. ( A VOICE: Alleyne was not given back buses.)

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must not be inter-
rupted and I will not allow this debate to go on in this
manner. Hon. members who have not yet spoken will have
all the time at their disposal to address this Honourable
House. If the Hon. member is addressing this House, he
must be heard and heard distinctly and clearly. I cannot
understand why the hon. member is being interrupted like
this; he is not a Minister to be questioned,anyhow. The
hon. member must have an opportunity to be heard, and
if hon. members on the other side of the House do not want
to hear him, they must remember thatl must hear. If there
is one member of the Chamber who must hear, it is Mr.
Speaker,

Mr. WALCOTT: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
1 must also say to members that I am not a member of
any politdcal Party and nobody can discipline me. The
only people who can discipline me are the electorate of
the parish of St. Peter who sent me here, and members
have to understand that when ] express a view, I am ex-
pressing it from my own personal conviction, and it is
nothing that is goaded on. I am not a believer in pussy-
footing an issue such as this which has been going on for
so long. The Government cammot make any excuse nor can
the other members make an excuse.
5.55 p.m.

I am not making any excuses for any private ownership
at all. As a matter of fact, I am opposed to the attitude
of private ownership; therefore, I am not going to make
any excuses for them. Those who defend them, let them
make excuses for them. I am with them from day to day
and I see too much.

The hon. member said that he did not give back those
people the buses, but they gave Mr. Alleyne buses. I said
at the time that ] was not in agreement with that. You are
looking at this matter from the petty idea of somebody
rumning the buses. The hon. senior member for the City
is sitting here and in a sott®w voce remark he has said that
the wages paid to some of these bus drivers are less than
what he pays his scavengers. I do not want to be unkind in
my remarks to some hon. members but thereare too many
members inthis Chamber who are believers in exploitation-
something which 1 dc not believe in. As 1 have said, the
hon. senlor member for the City in a sott® voce remark
said that what some bus drivers are being paid is less
than what he pays to his scavengers. Sir, do you want me
to sit here and underwrite wages even for a private con-
cern or to agree to a situation in which they can make a
profit by their paying low wages and then for someone to
say, that is a matter for you?ltis a matter for me because
if you call a general strike in order to settle the wages of
people in a certain category of employment, they get up
and say, ‘““What do you want to bring the country to? I am
not underwriting the situation.

I am going to travel on the same line as the Hon. Min-
ister of Communications in so far as the Bill relates to
the workers. Without the drivers, conductors and such
people you cammot have a transport system, and if you
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want to have a transport system, you cannot leave it al-
together to private enterprise. The Transport Board is
not now a question of what you are going to do with public
transport. 1 know that over the last six months the Union
has been dealing with the Transport Board on the question
of providing wages for the employees. The Government has
already underwritten wages for people in the Government
Service which were effective as from the 1st April, 1959.
The employees of the Transport Board have been working
all along without one penny more. If I ask those same
workers to call a strike and bring to a halt the transport
system, then you would realise what the situation would be.
For the last seven months wehave beennegotiating with the
Transport Board over the wages of the workers,but the
Government was afraid and still is afraid of facing up to
the issue that they have to increase the wages of these
workers. Government took over these buses; they capital-
ised buses on a completely different basis from any sort
of capitalisation which they had before. Why Government
is afraid is because of what members of the Opposition
would say. They would not be realistic. The real fact of the
matter is that either you are going to subsidise the trans-
port service or call upon the people to pay more bus fare,
You had to buy new buses at something like $25,000 each;
you had to bulld a garage for them; therefore, how can you
expect to run the service at the same price that it was run
before? Only a crazy person would expectyouto capitalise
something at, may be, five times the amount it was and
expect the same charges to remain. ( A VOICE: You do not
understand finance.) An hon. member says thatl do not un-
derstand finance. What assets would a bus service have if
you capitalise it at five times the amountand you allow the
bus fares to remain the same as before? (A VOICE: But
more people are being transported.) Who told you that more
people are being transported than before? Areyougoing to
bring people from Trinidad to transport them here? ( A
VOICE: You have more people to transport.)lam not talk-
ing what somebody told me; this is a matter of common-
sense, The assets coming in from the running of transport,
even although you have made a littleincrease, cannot make
up for the type of capitalisation you have. Do you expect to
pay employees more and expect the same running expenses
to remain? Why, there it is that the city taxes bave gone up
and they have gone up on the same basis that they have
more expense by paying out more - I do not know if they
are giving more services - therefore, if their expenses have
gone up, the taxes must goup.] hear a member saying that
the valuaton has gone up, but valuaton of your house has
nothing to do with it, The value of your house can go up to
$1 million but that has nothing to dowith it; it is how much
you want to collect from the people.

Sir, I just made that little diversion butl was pointing
out that this thing was based on its capitalisation, and
it does not need Mr. Cadbury to tgll you that this is a
situation in which the operational structure would have to
be overhauled. The very capitalisation of ¢his thing would
show you what it is. The capitalisagion of the Transport
Board is not like starting a compq&, with shareholders
putting money Into it. This is a Boafd which is composed
of members of the community whom you select, and these
Board members do not have to put one cent into the opera-
tionalstructure of the Transport Board service. It is being
run by money out of the Public Treasury. Added to that, it
is a brand new affair which you have started, and you have
started off with none of the experience of the persons who
were engaged in it before. You have started off with none
of the workshops or anything of the kind to assist you; so
you will see that you have operational expenses which
your competitors do not have. I am only defending the
Board on commonsense, The transport system run by the
Transport Board is not like the transport system in New
York. They do not have any competioninNew York although
more than one body runs it, because whenever they want
an increase they go in a body and ask for more fares.
6.05 p.m.

The Government was wedded to the policy of not increas-
ing bus fares; not even the hon. member’s colleagues in
his Party could take a venture like that, to capitalise the
service to that extent and havea national basis at the same
standard as it was before. My attitude towards that is that,




before you take over the buses, you should be satisfied
that you can take over and do not give them back to the
concessionaires. The concessionaires said that they could
not undertake to buy new buses and operate them at the
same rate, and the attitude of the Government was that
they were not giving back any of these concessions; the
Government would have to take them over. The conces-
sionaires never said that they would run new buses at the
old fares.

The reason why this bungling is taking place in the
Government is that there may be members who feel the
same way as members of the Opposition feel. A clear cut
policy was not enunciated by the Board and they went on
taking men who were failures; in some case they were
dunderheads. It was a joke to take semebody and make him
Chairman of something when you are going into millions
of dollars; you are making fun with the people's money.
You do not inspire any confidence in people in order to
make them realise that you know what you are doing. The
administrative knowledge which some people possess is
just like when you put ona pair of short pants and disguise.
That i{s what they know and you should not quarrel with a
man for what he knows. When it comes to the economic
part of the matter, 1 could not be a party to the Govern-
ment’s taking over something and then giving it back to
private enterprise unless private enterprise was operating
it better than how the Government was operatingit. It may
be that some hon. members may feel thata Trade Unionist
should not press this matter in a debate but 1 am satisfied

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 should just like to say that there
are times when the hon. member who is speaking is being
diverted from his course; he cannot prevent himself from
hearing the asides which are really too loud.

Mr. WALCOTT: Some hon. members have acquired
the habit of speaking but not that of listening. Listening is
an art. Getting back to what I was saying, Mr. Speaker,
this particular question is not based on a man's economic
knowledge; it is based on how a mancan grasp a situation.
Lord Citrine is the Chairman of the Government Electricity
Board; he may not be possessed of anacademic background,
but that does not mean that he will never equip himself in
after years, and be is comparable with those who had a
formal economic background. Onthe question of the capital-
isation of the buses, if a bus at one time cost $8,000 or
$10,000, and you are going to have a bus which will cost
you $25,000 you could not run it at the old rate. The idea
of the Government was that as they were buying this type
of bus, the operational cost would be cheaper; on the basis
of mile for mile, it would have been cheaper, but that does
not say that if you have so much money invested - well, if
you borrow a millios dollars and you pay 7% on that, when
you pay your interest charges you will find that you will be
back up where you were,
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If the hon. senio member for the City does not come
face to face with this matter, his colleagues knows about
it. If he opened a grocery today and had to capitalise it, he
could not go along the old basis because his capitalisation
is & new one. If you were to ask him to buy some area of
land in Broad Street and capitalise a new business on the
old basis, he would say ‘‘No’’, he could not do that. The
Government bought buses to run on fares and to operate
on charges which did not exist before and look at what
the situation is today! Youtake the employees at the Trans-
port Bpard; the maximum which a driver gets is $22.08
per 48 hour week. A man who is driving a gasolene bus
gets $20.16 per 48-hour week. The conductor of a diesel
bus gets $18.36 per week, and the conductor of a gasolene
bus is getting less than what the hon. senior member for
the City says that his scavengers get. On the floor of this
House, what I would say is that you could afford to glve
a scavenger $18.00 a week.

6. 15 p.m.

What 1 am going to say here is that if a scavenger is
entitled to $18 a week - and] agree with it; I do not feel
that any man should be getdng less than $3 a day, because
less than that cannot approximate to anything likea decent
standard of living. I go further and say that when you can
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recruit a scavenger at $18 a week andyou have a conductor,
who is a man taking money and working in a different ca-
pacity, some is bound to stick to his hands. because he is
part and parcel of a philosophy that has been practised
by the Conservatives that you pay as low wages as you
possibly can get labour for as it does not matter, and what
comes by the way of subterfuge are the unfortunate cir-
cumstances of life. That type of philosophy has reduced
the quality of people’s outlook in this island - something
I have to labour with - because you have produced a men-~
tality in the minds of people that maximum productivity
is not the thing they are aiming at; they aim to see what
they can get on the cheapest basis. It has been preached
on the basis of self-aggrandisement that you live ina
capitalist society, and a capitalist soclety creates all these
evils in which you can have some people on one plane and
others on another plane, and so it seems to be an act of
God.

How can you expect me to sit here and underwrite
something like that? Any man who has passed the age of
fifty and has not challenged the foundations of the soclety
in which he was born will die in it, but we are fortunate
that men like James Maynard Keynes were not like that;
otherwise after the Second World War we would be back
in 1939, and those people who believe that a capitalist
society is sacrosanct would be slaves to the evils of a
capitalist socfety. You live in it but you do not have to
abide by it. (A VOICE: You will die in it.) Some of us are
made up that way. I do not think that at this stage you can
change me. So far as am concerned you can find names
but I am not going to sit here and underwrite a salary of
$17 a week.

Mr. Speaker, the hon. senior member for the City is
a paternalist; he does not belleve in Socialism, he believes
more in providing paternity and letting you stay where you
are. That is not my philosophy. I do not believe in giving
you anything; I believe in your earning it on the basis of
merit; so that is the difference between us. The hon. mem-
ber would agree to the class of conductor who would allow
money to stck to his hands, but I am willing to tell the
conductor that if his approach is that of a perpetual thief,
he would never improve the society, his mind would never
improve; he would never rise above the level of a thief
and would die without any enjoyment in life.I am not going
to approach an employer on the basis that this man must
be a perpetual thief, and underwrite $17 as enough because
he is going to steal $10 when the week comes. That phil-
osophy has so generated the minds of so many people that
on one occasion a concessionaire saild to somebody *‘ You
take the downs and give me the ups’’. That is the sort of
philosophy that prevails in this island.

Mr. Speaker, 1 can go to a private employer and ask
for more wages for people, We have got more from the
Shell Oil Company; we signed the agreement for the first
time for a salary of $18.06 per week. Some people would
suggest that we want to knock down the capitalists’ equili-
brium in this island; some gentlemen would like to see it
promoted and the only way they can do it is by practising
something which is inimical to this society. They would
not like to see it broken; so Mr. So and So would take your
boy with the paternistic idea, teach him todrive his motor
car, put a blue gown on him and turn him imo a different
species. It is that approach to life that is perpetuated in
this sort of thing. They make profits at the expense of
those defenseless people through their ignorance and in-
erta. But what can you do? You turn to the rocks and the
mountains and get no refuge.

1 would not come in here and say that because the
Government made a mistake they should put the buses
back into the hands of these rapacious people whose only
idea in life 13 to make a8 much money as they can without
any regard for the human element, and I say that without
any question of apology. Now when you give Mrs. Rock or
Mr. Birch these buses, they are going to the Banks and
borrow money at 6% or 7%, and their concern is to get
that money back to the Bank. Do you realise today that the
interest on money borrowed from the Banks represents
a substandal portion of the earnings of this commumity
as compared with what is paid out in wages? Do you real-
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ise that every tme a company or an individual borrows
money, the higher the rent on money goes, the more it
impinges upon the standard of living of those people who
work in the same industry? ( A VOICE: Who raised the
interest rate?) You know that the interest rate business

is the duty of the outside world; so it is not a matter of-

who raised the interest rate. That is a statement to show,
Mr. Speaker, that when you are borrowing money you have
to take those things into account. The wage of a conductor
fs $18.36; one Inspector gets $20.16 per week and another
Inspector gets $19.20 per week. (A VOICE: Do you agree
with those?) The hon. member is asking meif I agree; you
must not ask me simple, childish questions. You cannot
ask me if I agree with low wages, because you will have
read my statements dealing with that; and the same people
in this island tried to defend $5 aweek. I live in a soclety
in which somebody has the audacity to defend $5 a week.
Can anybody in 1960 begin to justify $5 a week in any in-
dustry? If we are going to have pioneer industries on the
basis of paying $5 a week, we do not want them. I pay my
cook more than that and there is no industry in cooking
food. When I eat good faod she eats good food too; 1 cannot
always eat good food because I donothave big money. You
must appreciate, Mr. Speaker, the lighter side of things.

1 am sure, Sir, that members of this Chamber will
realise that I am not speaking as a Trade Unionist as such
now - because this is a public matter - but I am only em-~
phasising that part because I want to say that as a Trade
Unionist I am not going to agree with any worker, whether
in transport or otherwise, not getting down to the task of
understanding that if he is working with an employer, his
duty to the employer is to give him good, honest work.
6.25 p.m.

I am saylng that here and now and I am not going to soft-
soap any employee. The day you are not prepared to give
your employer a full and proper day’s work 1 am going to
tell your employer to fire you. Sometimes, if the case
warrants it, I will go andaskanemployer to give a worker
a break but, oh no, I will not say ‘“‘Let the worker do as he
likes.”’ I am sure, if you ever talk of reverting to the old
system of giving these buses back, that what you will be
doing will not ease the situatdon. I am sure that it would
bring a lot of chaos and itwould be a very serious thing too.

Like some hon. members 1 would say this. I would
like Government to give the assurance that they would
agree favourably to an increase for the drivers and con-~
ductors of these buses. 1 do not know if hon. members
are aware of it, but the Transport Board has offered the
Union these suggestions that they would agree to an in-
crease of 1 1/2 cents an hour; but the seriousness of it
is that they say that owing to their deficit the Govermment
i3 not prepared to give a subsidy to pay the wage which
we have put up and what I as a representative of the Union
have put to them. Speaking for theworkers on behalf of the
Union, 1 said that we would be preparedto take it from the
time when the Government gave its employees anincrease
and that is from lst April, 1959. The Transport Board
asked that this agreement for increased wages should be
effective as from August 1959 because that was the begin-
ning of their financial year, but I pointed out strongly to
them that we were dealing with them as from May. !
pointed out that the workers had agreed to continue to
work with the hope that whenthe agreement was concluded,
it would be concluded on a friendly basis and we felt that
it would not be the best thing to walk out. It is the easiest
thing in which to bave a dislocation. Sir, how can we under-
write a situation like that when such low wages are being
paid out to these people? 1 ask: do you accept those as
reasonable and fair wages for those people to get?

1f hon, members are goingto say that they do not agree

that the Transport Board is run efficiently or that the right’

people are running the Board, I am quite willing to say
that there have been instances where people have run the
Transport Board badly. I, too, think that the Government
should make a thorough investigation of the transport
system in so far as the administratve aspects of it are
concerned, 1 have seen some people over at the Trans-
port Board at their work and 1 would say here with all
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due respect to them that 1 think the Board needs a little
bit of direction and straightening up. I have said it in
private business, and I would state it publicly, that the
hon. junior member for Christ Churchisa senior partner
in a firm composed mainly of one family and he has an
elder brother who is one of the cleverest business men
in this island, notwitltstanding the keeness of the hon.
member himself. I doubt anybody will tell you that if
there were anything in the market to acquire, you could
acquire it cheaper than he or if there were anything to
sell, you could sell it cheaper than he. When you come to
private business, you get that sort of positive direction
by the management. But in Government Departments and
in quasi-Government Departments, we are aware that a
little bit of bureaucracy is necessary. You cannot run
a Government institution like private business. If 1 may
refer back to the hon. junior member for Christ Church,
he is one of seven brothers running a business and they
are unique, [ have never seen a family stick together like
that family. I am not a bellever in family firms through
my private work, because 1 believe it is easier to deal
with shareholders in companies than in family firms be-
cause family firms have too much nepotism and favouritismn;
but I somewhat admire that firm.

The Hon. Minister has said that these are the wages
that are now being paid by the Transport Board and other
concessionaires are paying less. The Government cammot
mind that Miss Weatherhead is paying less or even say;
“Look! Miss Weatherhead is making a profit’’; she has
two or three sons and they can run behind their business
for the whole day. Mr. Birch can go and take a last cousin
and put him in the business. But you cannot run Govern-
ment business that way, Mrs. Rock canruna bus business
in which she can ask somebody to come home at night and
fix the books for her; but you cannot run a Government
business that way. You have to run a Government depart-
ment or a quasi-Government department with all the
bureaucracy which it takes. There must be nothing that
is petty. We took over the buses with the understanding,
as the former Premier said, that the bus fares will not be
increased over his dead bosy. But the bus fares have been
increased. So you can see that what he sald was all moon-
shine. A politicilan may say certainthings atcertain imes,
but you have to be big enough if you made that statement
at that time and you find that it is no longer tenable, you
must be prepared to say now that ‘‘These are the facts;
this is a reality now.'' Nobody in Barbados can expect
with the type of bus service which you have today to have
conductors and drivers wishing towork onthe old gasolene
buses. Have you seen how the men skip over the wheels
from one part of the rumming board to another? Does it not
appear as If they are doing some sort of trapeze work?
And you have women working as conductors too. Do you
think in England they would ever cougtengnce a woman
straddling over anything like that? The only thinga woman
would straddle over would be a motor-cycl® and a horse.
6.35 p.m. A

In fairness to the public, if you havé a public system of
transport and you are running it, you have to be sadsfied
that it can be run by private people as efficiently as you
are ruming it. You have to work out this question over
a long period. The Government should have enough sense
as to see that the proponents or protagonists of private
enterprise go as far as they can untdl they want certain
concessions and then they see what the Government is
going to do. I am satisfied in my mind that we have reached
the stage where you cannot run Barbados on private capital
or government capital alone, and that there hasto bea
merger of hoth. Therefore, I say that my ideal sftuation
would have to have a public corporation. This transport
is being subsidised by the Government,but the private
people do not get that concession, If you were to go to
New York you will find that in that City they charge you
fifteen cents and in Washington they charge you twenty
cents; and in New York they want to make it twenty cents
instead of fifteen. In Barbados you must acclimatise the
people; you camnot expect to have a better bus service
which is completely different from anything which you had
in the past and say that this service can be provided for
the same price as in the past. You cannot expect to get
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a better quality article for the same price. That is the
sort of idea which has been in evidence; you cannot expect
to get a better service unless you are going to pay more
for it.

A man who is driving a diesel bus is worth about
$25.00 a week, and you want to instil in a man a certain
amount of care. When a man is working for a proper wage
he has something to protect, but if it is going to be an
infinitesimal wage then there is nothing to protect. As a
means of helping you out of a serious situation, we are
willing to compromise. If it is the Government’s policy
to glve back the buses to the concessionaires - well, the
Hon. Minister is not clear as to what the Government's

policy is.

Mr. Speaker, 1 do not think that we have come to the
end of examining all the aspects of public ownership. Let
us not mind what is happening or what has happened in the
United Kingdom. There is a Tory Government inthe United
Kingdom but there is no Tory Government in Barbados
(Hon. D, D, GARNER: Local Government,) Your inepttude
has made them genfuses. If yougo on making mistakes they
will go on getting fatter. (Laughter.) 1 am quite serious
about this matter; 1 do not think thatany aside will detract
me from the seriousness with which I have been approach-
ing this matter. At any time when you have to revert to
a situation which you were forced to take over, that i{s an
admission that public ownership and public organisation
by any Government is something unthinkable; but I could
not be a party to that anyhow. I have nothing against the
Electric Company or the Telephone Company, but these
are services which you will have to examine in the light
of circumstances and in the interest of the public. Nobody
will say that these services should not be run by the public.
The Trinidad Government has gone to the U.K. for a loan
from the United Nations; the Government controls things,
but you must have the right people there. When you have
a semi commercial Board you should get some of the best
people - and 1 mean by that not necessarily people who
have voted for you or who voted againstyou; I mean some-
body whom you happen to belleve possesses the character
and integrity to work on the Board in the public interest,
because it is a public Board and they have the capacity to
do things. 1 would advise the Government to look upon the
matter in that light.

Mr. Speaker, I have made my position very clear.
1 will repeat that I am not a member of any political party
in Barbados; no Party will take me because I have no de-
sire to be associated with any political Party.] have made
that point clear. 1 want to say that if I have come through
up to here, then I will have to die here. I have no desire
to serve the people in any other capacity.It gives me free-
dom in matters sugh as this to be in a position not to look
on my left because I am speaking of what I am convinced
to be right. I 8ay that on the basis that a serious situation
is likely to occur, 1A you fee] that in this transport system
there is any attempt to give back these buses - and from
what 1 have been hearing today I am given the impression
that there is a subtle attempt to revert to private enter-
prise with this transport system. I will say here and now
that if we are going to do that then every member of the
Government should tender his resignation to the Gover-
nor tomorrow.

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, I1thinkitis appropriate
that at this stage, in view of what ] sald earlier in this
debate, I move that the further consideration of this matter
be postponed. 1 therefore beg to make that motion.
6.45 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: Has the hon. member finished speak-
ing?

Mr. BRANCKER: In view of the indmation recefved
from the hon. semior member for the City, 1 suppose it

would be much wiser for me to go on, or we can put it to
the vote.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to second the motion.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, 1 listened for a long
time to the hon. senior member for St. Peter......

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member speaking on the
motion for postponement?

Mr. MOTTLEY: Yes, Sir. That is why I am speaking
because from what the hon. member said......

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the hon. member get back to the
business of the House?

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, 1 am going to speak on
the adjournment. 1 do not see how the Hon. Minister can
expect us to go through with it tonight especially since
we have not got the Report before us yet; but on the other
hand, listening to what the hon. member had to say, I was
at a loss to understand how he was led to make that speech,
because making that speech as he did, one had forgotten
that the Bill is to give the Transport Board power to
borrow money.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member is speaking on the
postponement, he should speak on that and not on the Bill.

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 am just drawing to Your Honour's
attention that it must have slipped Your Honour to let the
hon. member speak at length on the entire ramifications
and set-up of the Transport Board.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 would just like to give the hon.
member this information. If the hon. member speaks on
the Bill and the motion for postponement is carried, the
hon. member will not have the right to speak again.

Mr. MOTTLEY: With the greatest respect to Your
Honour,......

Mr. SPEAKER: With the greatest respect to the Rules
of this Chamber.

Mr. MOTTLEY: If I tell Your Honour that]l am speak-
ing on the postponement, who is to say that ] am speaking
on the Bill?

Mr. SPEAKER: The tone of the speech.

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 do not agree with that; it is only if
Your Honour rules. It is all right for hon. mémbers to look
at it in a facetious way, but if I stood up and said I was
speaking on the postponement of the Bill - and it could not
be anything but the postponement: otherwise 1 would be
going ulira vires because Your Honour would not allow
it - by what stretch of the imagination could there be any
ruling that I spoke on the Bill when I could not do so
unless you so allowed?

Mr. SPEAKER: The speech as it is contained, and
nothing else. The hon. member may say he is not doing
something when he is doing it.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Just a minute, Mr, Speaker; for your
guidance, Mr. Speaker, there is a motion....

Mr. SPEAKER: Not my guidance. I cannot be guided
by a member’s speech. I am only to be guided by the Rules
of this House.

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 am asking for your guidance.l am
saying that there is a motion before the House which has
been moved and seconded.

Mr. SPEAKER: There are two motions.

Mr. MOTTLEY: There is also a motion by the Hon.
Leader of the Opposidon which has been seconded for
postponement. On which motion am I endtled to speak?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member may be speaking
on either moton, but 1 can only judge by the tone of his
speech, He should be speaking on the motion for the ad-
Journment,




Mr. MOTTLEY: Therefore, if I speak on the sub-
stantive motion you will rule me out of order?

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member speaks on the
original motion, and he may be speaking onthat and saying
he is not, it is for me as Speaker to judge on that; so I am
telling you that if [ judge that the hon. member is not
speaking on the postponement but speaking on the sub-
stantive motion, he will not again speak on the substandve
Bill.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I shall not attempt to challenge Your
Henour's ruling at any stage. Hon. members should have
the position clarified once and for all. I am getting this
clarified because if a motion is before the House and
there {s another motion for postponement before the first
motion is disposed of, can a member speak on the sub-
stantive motion?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes.

Hon. M. E, COX: On a point of order, 1 would like to
appeal to the hon. member. It is almost 7 o'clock now and
we adjourn at that dme; what we are hoping is that we
agree to the motion made by the Hon. Leader of the Oppo-
sition and adjourn until Friday.

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 donot agree with that;1 am speaking.
Hon. M, E, COX: If we do not meet on Friday......

Mr. MOTTLEY: If the hon. member would give way,
surely I think it was raised in here before, and Your
Honour pointed out that the accounts could not be ready
by Friday.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not my business at all. As a
matter of fact, if the hon. member is referring to the Re-
port, I think the Hon. Minister is seeing that duplicates
are made of that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: In tme for us to study them?
Mr. SPEAKER: I have that hope.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I would just like to say
that I am glad Your Honour rules that it is right that if a
motlon is before the House and then there is an amend-
ment for postponement, a member has the right to
speak on the substantive moton althougb the moton for
postponement is not disposed of. Therefore it is my right
to speak on the moton before the House and disregard
the motion for postponement.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member speaks onthe sub-
stantive motion now, he would not be able to speak on it

again,
Mr. MOTTLEY: Why, Sir?

Mr. SPEAKER: No hon. member is allowed to make
two speeches on the same subject in the same debate.

Mr. MOTTLEY: If 1 spoke on this until 7 o’clock,
and the House adjourned and did not come back to Gov-
ernment business, am 1 entdtled to come back again?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. Let me now say that in future
when hon. members want to have any matters straightened
out as to procedure, they would not be expecting me to give
them replies from the Chair. No Speaker does that. Such
replies are given in his Chamber.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I do appreciate that; but whatl am
saying is that if a member is speaking on a particular
subject before the House goes off for adjournment, as soon
as the House re-assembles the Chair calls on him as the
first member to speak, and any suggestion thatl am not
allowed to speak again would have to be challenged, be-
cause it is something that happens time and again with
members of this House.

Mr. SPEAKER: That point is obvious.
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Mr. MOTTLEY: But if I sitdown before Your Honour's
intimation, it is obvious I would not be able to speak.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member sits, he has made
a speech.
6.55 p.m.

Mr. MOTTLEY: As a matter of fact, Your Honour
intdmated that if I spoke on the substantive motion I would
not be allowed to speak; therefore, 1 will speak until seven
o’clock. Of course, 1 have not yet started to speak on the
substantive motion at all.

Mr. SPEAKER: Butthe hon. member has said that he is
speaking on the substandve moton. Am I right?

Mr. MOTTLEY: When did I say so?1 said I was speak-
ing on the adjournment.

Mr. SPEAKER: And since then, the hon. member has
said that he would be speaking on the gubstantive motion.
What is the hon. member speaking on now?

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am speaking on the adjournment.
You distinctly said that if I said anything which in Your
Henour’s opinion would make you construe thatl was speak-
ing on the substantive motion, well then, according to the
Rules, 1 could not speak after 1 have sat and I, therefore,
said that 1 was speaking on the postponement as the Hon.
Minister has intimated that he will be postponing further
discussion. (A VOICE: Sitdown.)l am onmy feet. When you
are between the devil and the deep blue sea, you have to
know your way about. I am going to see to it that whatever
is the ruling I would be able to speak again.

Speaking on the postponement, I wish to say that I agree
with the question of postponing further debate on this Bill
because we should have the Statement of Accounts in our
hands by the next meeting so that we would be able to
make a comparison. It is difficult for any of us to speak
on the matter as contained in the substantive motion be-
cause we have not had the figures which would lead us
to add anything constructive to the debate. That is why
1 say that I am surprised to see the hon. senior member
for St. Peter being able to speak onthe substantive motion.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Mr. SPEAKER: It now being 7 o'clock, the sitting
of this House now stands suspended until 7.45 p.m.
7.00 p.m.

On re-assembling,

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, there being no
quorum, 1 am asking that the bell be rugg.

The bell was rung and a quorumeobtained,

THE TRANSPORT BOARD (AM%NDMENT)
BILL, 1960

Mr. SPEAKER: On the adjournment, the House was
discussing the Bill to amend the Transport Act.

Hon. M. E, COX: As far as I remember, Sir, there
was a motion for postponement of this debate.

The question that further discussion on this Bill
be postponed was put and resolved in the affirmative on
thedeclarationof the SPEAKER: *‘I think the Ayes have it’.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon, M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that this
House do now adjourn until Friday, 12th February, 1960,
at 12 o'clock (noon), I understand that members of the
opposite side would like to know whether we intend to do
this Bill alone when we meet again, but I would like to
suggest that we come and do this Transport Bill and the
other Civil Establishment Orders and then we can adjourn
untll week after next.




Hon. R, G, MAPP: I beg to second that.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I should just like to
know before we adjourn whether the Hon. Minister can give
the assurance that the cyclostyled copies of the accounts
of the Transport Board will be ready for us tomorrow.

Hon. R, G, MAPP: 1 give the assurance that the
cyclostyled copies will be ready.
7.50 p.m.

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Speaker, before you put the
question, speaking on a matter of privilege, 1 would like
to point out that we have not yet settled our personnel
for the Standing Committee on Privileges - a matter on
which we had agreed in principle. I certainly feel that we
should not have this matter unduly delayed I am just draw-
ing the matter to the attention of the Hon. Leader of the
House who would be in a positien to make some recom-
mendations as to that. I do not want to feel that the matter
is forgotten or delayed. 1 do hope that it will be possible,
inasmuch as we are coming back here on Friday, for us to
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be able to get some positive action taken on such an im-
portant matter. | do not like the delay in it and I do not
think that you, Mr. Speaker, relish any delay atallina
matter such as this. If- we have agreed in principle to
have this Standing Committee on Privileges, 1 do believe
that we should have some positive action taken on it. I do
not know what is the actual cause of the delay, but I think
we should have the matter dealt with.

Hon. M, E, COX: Mr. Speaker, when we met on the
last occasion it was agreed that the Committee should be
comprised of seven members, two from each Party along
with Your Honour, and one Independent, presumably the
hon. senior member for St. Peter. 1 think that we all
agreed to that and in view of the fact that the other Party
is not present, I think we could agree to name the Com-
mittee of Privileges on Friday.

The question that this House do now adjourn un-
til Fridey next at 12 o'clock (Noon), was put and re-
solved in the affirmative without division, and Mr. SPEAK-
ER adjourned the House accordingly.

7.56 p.m.






