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House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION 1961

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Tuesday, 18t August, 1961.

Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 12 o’clock (noon) today.

PRESENT

His Homour Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS, (Speaker);
ons Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS, C.B.E., MsDs, C.'%, (Pree
mier); Hon. M. E. COX, (Minister of Trade, Industry
and Labwr );His Honour Mre L. E., SMITH, J.P., (Deputy
Speaker); Hon. R. G. MAPP, (Minister/of Communicae
tions Works and Heusing); Mre T. O. BRYAYXN, (Chaire

man of Committees); Hon. Fo Es MILLER, (Minister of

‘Social Servicesy; i » C. E. TALMA; Hon, D. D. CARNER,

(Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries); Vr. C. B.
SEARLES; Hon. L. St.A. THORNE, (Minister of Educas
tion); and Mr, G, E, S, STRAUGHN, J.P.

Prayers were read,
L3

MINUTES

Mr, SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the House
that the Minutes of the Meetings held on the 18th and 25th
July, respectively, have been printed and circulated
amongst hon, members and unless there be any objection,

‘the Minutes of these Meetings will be taken as read and

confirmed. (4 Pause).

There being no objection, the Minutes of these Meet=
ings are now taken as read and confirmed.

Mr. WALCOTT entered the House and took his seat.

‘ i DOCUMENTS LAID

- Mi, 41 EAKER; Thave the honour to inform the House
that the Report of the Accounts of the Sugar Industry Agri-
cultural Bank to the end of June, this year has been re-
ceived;

Also the Financial Report of the Accountant General for
the month ended 31st March, this year has been received.

PAPERS LAID

Hon, Dr, H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Speaker, I am com=-
manded to lay the following:=

The Civil Establishment (Payment of Passages)
(Amendment) Order, 1961,
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Also,

The Civil Establishment (Leave Passages) (Amend~
ment) Order, 1961,

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Government Notices were as follows:

Hon, R, G; MAPP: Resolution to approve the exchange
between Messrs, DaCosta & Co, Ltd, and the Execurive
Committee of two parcels of land inthe wharf area for pur-
poses of highway improvement,

Hon, R. G, MAPP: Resolution to approve the com=
pulsory i acquisition by the Governor-in-Executive Com-
mittee of a parcelof land at Eagle Hall, St, Michael, for the
purpose of highway improvement,

Hon, M, E. COX: Mr, Speaker, Ibeg to move that Your
Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go into Com-~
mittee of Supply.

Hon, L. St.A. THORNE:; 1 beg to second that.
Hon, M, E, COX: I beg to withdraw that motion tem=~
porarily.

There being no objection,
Hon, Minister,

STATEMENT re NATIONAL BABY WELF ARE
ORGANISATION

Hon, F, E, MILLER: Mr, Speaker, I beg toread a

leave was granted the

 statement as regards the National Baby Welfare Council

of the United Kingdom, The Statement is as follows:=
12.25 p.m,

*‘The National Baby Welfare Councilof the United King~
dom last year organised a competition for all overseas
territories of the British Commonwealth, The object was to
determine which territory had made the greatest advance
during the previous five years in individual, family, and
community welfare, At this competition shields and tro=
phies were alloted not only for the best all-round advance
but also for specific advances or spectacular progress as
determined by the judges on the evidence submitted,

Barbados took part in the competition and the Com=
petition’s Committes unanimously agreed to award the
Kettering Shield to Barbados in recognition of the marked
progress made hereover the past few years in the maternal
and child welfare services, (Cheers)

Mrs. M. A. Byer, wife of the Director of Medical Ser=
vices, accepted this Shield on behalf of Barbados, at a cere=
mony on Tuesday, 11th July, in the Central Ha.]l,‘, West-
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minster, London, at which Her RoyalHighness the Duchess
of Gloucester, Pztron of the National Baby Welfare Council,
presented the awards,

The Keitering Shield may be heid for a period of three
years and with it is issued a certificaie a5 2 permarent
mark of the award,

This award {5 one of which Barbadoes can be prowd, for
it is a tangiblz mark of the swift advencement made i the
Maternal and Child Health Sections of the Medical Ser-
vices, The Infaur Mortaliry Rate, which {5 an indication of
child health levels in 3 commurdry, was 139 in 1953 the
year the first Health Cenire was opsned, Last year = just
seven years larer ~ jt was 0. Whiler must be made clear
that there are mapy faciors ontributing to this dramatic
decline, tle role pizyved by the Health Centres is a very
important onz, The services oifercd the expectant mother
and young child starred with the opening of the Speightstown
Health Centre in 1253 ard they ave still expanding, When
the first Contie o3 bren o oderatdon for mwo years, a
second Cemire was onered at Eamnore and nwo years afier
that, a third one at Six Trezs Roadz. These Instimtions
have catered for sn ever-increzsig wumber of pation:s,
Today, epart {rom ibe three rmais Fealth Centres, there
are eight outposts ~ thras ctechad o the Speightstown
Centre and five to the Six Roads Centre = where
clinics are held. The clinics wI¢ in close liaison with the
Maternity Hospital which is « teaching Hospital for pupil
midwives and there is aiso ¢ Public Health Lahoratory and
a Districr Hospiral at Oistins toth of which contribine
materaal . ol child health,

I Barkitiog up these health services muchhelphas heen
givar by izternational organisations,

The World Health Crganisation has giver fellowships
1o doctors, nurses, and Public Heal'h Inspectors for study
in the Public Health field, with the rosult that the person=
nel at the cenires have specialises rraining for their work.
Apart from feliowships, W.H.C. alse gives the island the
benefit of consultant services .: Nursing and Sardtation,

UNICEF, 100, has been generous with supplies, This
agency has provided all the centres with equipment which
includes dental chairs, weighing scales and instruments,
The Public Health Laboratory also has beengreatly heiped
with equipment by UNICEF and the magnificent contribution
to the Envirommentai Sanitation Scheme must also be re-
memtered,

It must not be thoughs, however, that the maternal and
child health services are ail the work of the Government,
Voluntary workers were pioneers in the child care ser-
vice =~ the 31, Lawrence Child Health Centre has heen in
operation. for over iifteen years. This vcluntary work is
now carried out by a sub~commrittes of the Barbados
Council of Women, the Child Care Committee which, with
the zid of an annuai Government gramof over 87,000, dogs
2 wonderful job, They have eighteen centres operating in
eight parishes and the nurses visit the mothers in their
homes in between clinic days, Grear tribute must be paid
at this time to the work of the voluntarv organisations and
the contributions which they have made to the progress of
our child health services must be recognised.

Acknowledgement must also be made of help given by
the Local Government Counciis especially with regarid to
home visiting.

This success story isdue to theeffort of many persons
and many organisations, Bu special tribute should bz paid
to Dr. Byer who, as the first Medical Officer of Health in
the Island, laid the firm foundation of the Public Health
Services by his work at Speightstown.

But even as there is rejoicing over the Kettering Award
which marks a great achisvemant, there mustbea resola-
tion to do stili betier. The Government is steadily expand=~
ing its services o the community and will not be content
until the present Infant Mortality Rave of 60 is halved, thus
bringing Barbados into line with the rate of the most de-
veloped countries,”

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon, M, E. COX: Mr, Speaker, 1begto move that Your
Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go into Com=
mittee of Supply.

Hon, L. St.A, THORNE: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmas
tive without division.

¥eo SPEAXER left the Chair, and the House went
into Committee of Supply, Mr. BRYAN in the Chair,

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1961-62 =-No, 10
DEEP WATER HARBOUR - DRAINAGE

Hon, R. G, MAPP: Mr, Chairman, the first Resolution
is a Reselution to place the sum of $38,600 at disposal of
the Governor-in-Executive Committee to supplement the
Estimates 1261-62, Part II - Capital, as shownin the Sup-
plementary Estimate 1961-62, No. 10, which forms the
Schedule to the Resolution,

The Addendum to this Resolution sets out the purpose
of the Resclution pretty clearly so that there is very little
that I have to add to it, As hon. members will see, it is
necessary, for certain reasons which were not anticipated
at the time when we came to the House for the original
sum for this drainage project, to supplement this vote of
$108,135 by $38,600. The Resident Engineer has said that
this amount is necessary due mainly to the following: extra
steel sheet piling for the pump house itself as well as the
cost of subsequent excavation owing to the poor ground en~
countered.

12,35 p.m,

That was a thing that was preity difficult 1o foresee, and I
think the Heuse will easily accept the explanation given.
Provision of a crane is also needed, and there is a need to
construct an annex to house the High TensionSwiich Gear,
as well as the provision of anoutfall to the land drain at the
North end cf the site, This matter of the drainage has not
been an easy operation, and certain engineering problems
will arise in this kind of operation from time to time, and
it is necessary 1o provide an outfall at the North end of the
site,

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon, D, D. GARNER; I beg to second that,

Mr, GODDARD: Mr, Chairman, I wevld like the Minis=
ter to tell us if some of this work has not been completed
already, I have passed there and it seems as if the High
Tension Switch Gear is already covered next to the Pump
House, I would like him also to tell the Committee how well
these pumps are working, and whether it has been decided
if the entire responsibility will come under the Department
of Highways and Transport. Iwould like to know who will be
operating the pumps and who will be ultimately responsible
for keeping these drains clear, Ihave made inquiries else=~
where but without any results, and itwould be an opportune
time for him to tell us whose responsibility it is for the en~
tire thing.

With regard to the outfall on the Northern end, that
was unforcseen because there was anextension afterwards
and that would definitely be very necessary. That has not
yet been done because they are still filling in that site, If
the Minister could enlighten us on these points, I would be
very pleased indeed.

#Mr, STRAUGHN: Mr, Chairman, I must needs go just
a little further than what the hon, member who just sat
down has spoken of, This drainage touchesonthe very im-
portamt subject of Public Health. I happen to know that
there was enough puhlicity given to this matter some time
ago, and 1 want 1o know howfar does this vote for drainage
go to satisfy the present problem that there is in draining




and Public Health in general in the Deep Water Harbour
area, I know that at the moment there have been some kind
of discussions going on between the Bridgetown City Coun-
cil and the Government relative to certain matters, chiefly,
I think, in scavenging in the area, but obviously the ques-
ton of drainage touches on the whole aspect of public
Health in that particular Deep Water Harbour area, and I
think we would like to know how far this particular vote we
are giving here goes to satisfy or to meet the problem of
drainage in its relation to the general Public Health stane
dards of that area,

Hon, R. G, MAPP: Mr, Chairman, I think I will reply
to the last question first, Apparently, Sir, the liaison be~
tween one Council and arother is closer thanl had thought,
There have been certain discussions going on, Some of=
ficials did hold a meeting, but at my level there was limited
correspondence and I do have Minutes of what took place, 1
am glad to see that the member is keeping au fait with
what is going oninthe City, butI can assure the Committee
that this is anengineering problem which is by no means an
easy one., We are in the hands of these experts, and as I
told the House when I brought down the scheme some time
last year, we accepted the scheme which we were informed
would be adequate to take care of the problem, I can only
tell the Committee what the experts have said, It is an en-
gineering scheme and we are not only guided by them; we
have been guided by our technical experts as well, These
are things that youhave to wait and see how well they work.
Itis a new problemand all Ican say is ‘‘wait and see’, We
have no reason to feel that it will fail,

So far as scavenging is concerned, that matter is still
being discussed with the City Council; 1thought that the hon,
junior member for Christ Church might have made re=
ference to it. Anyhow, the hon, member will appreciate that
it is still under discussion with the City Council and has not
yet been settled,

So far as the questions posed by thehon, junior mem=-
ber for Christ Church are concerned, I am not aware that
some of this additional work called for in the Resolution has
already been done, Thehon, member said he has passed and
seen that some of the steel sheeting has been housed; that
may be a temporary structure,

Mr, GODDARD: On a point of order, I did not say that
the steel sheeting was housed, because that would have to be
buried in the sand; it is the High Tension or what we call
the Switch Gear or Transformer, &t seems to me that the
Transformer has already been housed next to the Pump,

Hon., R, G, MAPP: Ithink thatis a temporary structure,
The hon, member will appreciate that I may not have been
in the area as recently as he has been, but to my know-
ledge this still remains to be done,

When it comes to the question as to whose responsi-
bility it would be, I must say it would be the responsibility
of the Port. 1 am not saying that the overall drainage prob~
lems will come under the Port, but after all, much of the
area which is now controlled by the Port Department comes
within the City = Iam not saying it would necessarily be so
« but scavenging as well asother problems relating to Pub-
lic Health or other matters would be looked after by the
City Council as they look after Public Health matters which
come within their ambit in the City, Scavenging still has to
be decided, but much of this willcome under the responsi=
bility of the Port Authority which would affect the Govern=
ment,

Mr, GODDARD: Mr, Chairman, firstly, this matter
should not be the function of the Port Authority, It has been
a problem created from building the Deep Water Harbour,
but it is essentially a problem of drainage.

12,45 p.m.

That should, I think, come under the Department of High-
ways and Transport and Ithink the Director of that Depart-
ment is the person who could adequately cope with this
problem. I only want to get it clear, The City Council deals
with matters of health for the City of Bridgetown. They
would wish to know under whom the responsibility for the
operation of thispump isplaced, Wefeelit should be placed

.
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directly under the Director of Highways and Transport, and
under the estimates of that Department they should budget
for this expense, That is what I am driving at, I only want
to know who is responsible for the operation and mainten=~
ance of this pump for the adequate drainage of the Fonta=
belle area, ‘

Hon. R. G, MAPP: Mr, Chairman, I am sorry that 1
misunderstood the hon, member, If he means department=
ally, that is the idea because from the start when we de-
cided to run the Port, one of the reasons why we came to
that conclusion is because we felt that the cost should not
be added to it, The idea was that you could give such duties
to the Department and there should be no necessity for
keeping a separate engineering staff to deal withthat mat-
ter.

The question that the Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1961~62 No. 11

Hon, Dr, H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, this Reso=
lution is for the sum of $6,730, There are two Heads of Ex=
penditure and I will take it by the respective Heads,

HEAD V - MEDICAL SERVICES
HOSPITAL LAUNDRY

Hon. Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS: Under this Head, the sum
of $3,130 is requested to pay for a Pressing Machine, This
equipment was ordered for the laundry of the General Hos-
pital and it was provided for in the Estimates of last year
but it did not arrive before the expiration of the financial
year which ended on the 31st March this year. This is a
revote, so to speak, of the amount which was in that es-
timate and at the same time we are taking the opportunity
to include the sum of $430 to provide for the purchase of
a spare control box for this machine,

Ibegtomovethatﬂeasttandpart.'

Hon. F. E. MILLER: I beg to second that. Mr, Chair-
man, if any further information is required by this Com-~
mittee, I will be willing to give the details.

Mr, BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, what I would like to
know is whether when this pressing machine was ordered
originally and provision was made for it, provision was
made for a spare control box or whether that was an after~
thought; or to put it differently, after the pressing machine
was decided upon, it was realised that the spare control box
would also be necessary for the machine.

I would like to know if the Hon, Minister can tell this
Committee about that and can also give a breakdown in re-
spect of these two items,

Hon, F. E. MILLER: Mr, Chairman, two years ago we
were in trouble for advice and information on the re-
organisation of the laundry department atthe General Hos~
pital and we brought a technician from Trinidad who spemt
about two weeks and he gave us a detailed report on the
matter, It was on his advice that we decided to buy this
pressing machine and in June last year the indent was sent
to the Crown Agents, This order either did not reach the
Crown Agents or for some reasonthey were unable to trace
it and when this request was sent back, the suppliers ad-
vised that we should also carry a spare control box,

The original cost for the pressing machine was $2,700,
We are asking for a revote of this sum and a supplementary
vote of $430 for the spare control box,

3

The question that Head V stand part was put and
resolved in the affirmative without division.

W ** HEAD IX - MISCELLANEOUS

" Hon, Dr, H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, under this
Head, supplementary provision is required for the sum of

U
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$3,600 for Lighthouses, 1 think this matter is still fresh in
the memeories of hon, members becanse not long ago = it
was in November, 1930 = the quarters of the Assistant
Keeper at Needham's Point Light took fire, and were des-
troyed. The total cost of replacemient is estimated at
$5,600, The balance of $2,000 cams from the General In-
surance Fund, That fund was set up and adiministered under
the provisions of section ' of the Public Property insur-
ance Act, 1959 (1959-28), The rest of it, this sum of
$3,600, is asked for to make w the total of §5,600,

1 beg 10 move that Head IX stand part.
Hon, M, E, COX: { beg 1o seccrut that,

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Chairiman, I would just like w ask
the Hon. Premier, or perhaps, the Hon, Minister of Com=
munications, Works and Housing, a question which arises
out of the Resolution before us, Semetime ago, this House
voted a sum of money, the purpese of which was to I2nd the
Assistant Keeper of the Needham’s Poiar Lighthouse and
the Assistant Xeeper of the St. Lucy’s Lighthouse $1,000
each to assist in replacing their furniture which had besn
desiroved by respective fires at the two lighthouse sites,
1 understand that up to ahout three weeks ago, which is the
last time I heard of the matter, thet there was some dif~
ficulty by cne of these people or beth in receiving this
money.

12,55 p.m,

Would the Minister say whether that is so, and if it is 50,
what has been responsible for the delay and whether the
matter can be settled satisfactorily in the shortestpossible
time and in about what time?

Hon, R, G, MAPP: Mr, Chairman, Iwasunder the im~
pression that the matter had been seiiled. 1 am a bt sur~
prised to hear the hon, member infer that it has not been
settled, I would really have to makeenquiries into the mat-
ter and let the Committee know what the position is. I do
not see anything in this file in that connection; however, 1
will go into the matter, althoughreally and truly the paying
out of the money would fall under the Premier’s Ministry.

Mr, TUDOR: I thank the Hon, Minister for what he has
said. I am not in a positiontogive the details, but I am in~
formed that there is some dissatisfaction over the matter
and it has not been entirely concluded, Xf the hon, member
would investigate the matter I should be glad for that,

The question thot Head X stand part of the Schee
dule was put and resolved in the affirmaiive without
division.

Hon, Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: 1hez to move that a Re-
sohation for the sum of $8,730 do now pass,

Hon, L, St,A, THORNE: I beg tc second that,
The questior thuat this Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1961-6% Mo, 12

Hon, Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS: My, Chairman, the next
Resolution is a Resolution for the sum of $4,471 wder two
Heads of the Schedule whichHeads will be taken separaiely,

HEAD XV - POLICE
Head XV - Police - was- called,

Hon, Or, H, G, H. CUMMINS: My, Chairman, the
amount asked to be voted under this Head is $314, The his-
tory in.connection with this item, Court Expenses, is as
follows. A woman policeman by the name of Jordan was
sued for damages in connection with a case of false im=
prisonment, The cage went against Jordan, This act was
commisied by Jordan in the course of her duties, The fur-
ther history of this matter is that a woman was arrested
and charged with the larceny of hats. The hats were taken
back to the store for further investigation of the matter and
the Clerkess, who was alleged to have sold these hats to the
person who was arrested, said inthe first instance that she
had not sold the hats and then when she was confronted by

the Court she said that she had sold the hats, The case went
against the Crown and the Policewoman was subsequemntly
sued for damages. She Iost the cas2 and this arnount which
is now being asked for is really the amowt of damages to
the extent of $400 and costs to the extent of $514,00, It is
considered that it is the moral duty of the Crowm to pay
this amount, I beg to move that Head XV stand part of this
Schedule,

Hon, L, 8t.A, THCORNE: I beg to second that,

Mr. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, 1 would like to know
whether the accusad person was actually handed over to the
policawoman or if ihe policewornan apprehended her from
information received,

Hon, Dr, H. G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, as is set
out bere, on the 4th December, 1957, woman police con=
stable Jordan was on duty on Coleridge Street when she
saw a Jarge and excited crowd onthe same street. She went
into the crowd in order to find cut what had happened and
discovered thar a woman called Errie Rowe was accused
of the larceny of $100, The woman policernan asked Rowe
to accompany her w the C.LD. where the matter could be
investicated, At the C,LD, an investigaiionwas carried out;
ihe 109 was aot found but Rowe was then in possession of
six hats which she said shehad bought from the Coronation
Store. She was taken to the Store and pointed out the Clerk-
ess whom she said had sold her the hats. The Clerkess
said that she had never sold somany hats at any time. The
hats were identified as the proverty of the Store and Rowe
said that she had given them to 2 hawker to keep for her.
The hawker said that Rowe did not give her any hats and
that she had not seen Rowe fer twelve months, The case
was brought agsinst Rowe and she was defended by Mr,
Niles. The Clerkess said that she had in fact sold the hats
to Rowe and the case was dismissed. That, in extenso, is
the: history of the case, Ithink thatthat will satisfy the hon.
member; 1do nct think that the hon, member wants to have
tte whole marter which is inthefile but what I have said is
the history of the martter,

Mr., CORBIN: Mr, Chairman, after listening to the
statement which the Hon, Premier has read out, it seemns to
me that there has been some amalgamation in this case, We
are not against this Resolution because we have to protect
the Policemen inasmuch as they are carrying out the ser-
vices of the public, You cannot follow the depths of this
matier; for what reason would any policeman try to bring a
false accusation against anybody in this island ? The bring=
ing down of a Resolution like this is for the protection of
this swoman Police constabla and we have no objection to it,

The question that Head XV stand part of the Sche-
duie was put cnd resolved in the affirmative without divi-
sion,

1.05 p,ra,
HEAD XXi - SCIENCE AND AGRICULTURE

flead XXI - Science and Agriculture — was called,

Hop, Dr, H. G, H, CUMMINS: Six, this is not a new Item

* but the subject itself is new, and that is a refund to the Brit=

ish West Indies Central Sugar Cane Breeding Station. The
note says that this Resslution seeks to provide the sum of
$3,557 for the purpose of refunding to the British West
Indies Cane Breeding Station the amount overpaid inerror
by the Station in respect of its cortributicn to the Colonial
Superannuation Scheme on hehalf of its Cyto~Geneticist, As
will b2 seen the amount was overpaid by this body and this
Resolution seeks to refund the amount to the British West
Indies Central Cane Breeding Station,

1 bag 1o move that Head XXI ~Science and Agricuiture =
siand part,

Horm, L. StA, TIHHORNE: I beg to second that,

Mr, TALMA: Mr, Chairman, I am notoffering any op=
position w0 the passing of this $3,557; Ican see the wisdom
of it all, It is to preserve the pension rights of the officer
in question, but I would like to ask the Hon. Minister of
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Agriculture whether in the case of Colonial Development
and Welfare Schemes which were instituted backin1945 or
thereabouts or earlier employees under such schemes = [
refer principally to the Agricultural Stations which were
set up in the first instance by C.D. & W, and handed over
to the Government of Barbados subsequently to Carry onaeees
In other words, the initial expenses of seiting up the Agri-
cultural Stations were those of C.D, & W,, and when C.D,
& W, ceased to carry ontheStations as such, the Barbados
Government took on the running and the maintenance and

all the expenses incidental thereto at these respective
Stations, I want to know from the Minister if similar ar~
rangements along these lines as set out herein this Reso-
lution for protecting and providing pension rights andgra=
tuities to the permanent employees of these Stations were
not entered into and agreed on by the Government at the
time, because the case which I brought to the attention of
this Committee and to the Hon, Premier is one which is
very important, There are several cases but Irefer to one
in particular. If youare not a Cyto-Geneticistor a very su=-
perior scientific officer your case might not be taken up,
The case I have in point is that of a foreman at an Agri-
cultural Station who served for seven years in one
capacity. After having served for a period of about fif-

teen years in all, this officer has been deprived of his
pension rights, In other words, he has got no pension
rights after waiting for over a year,

1 would like the Minister to Jook into the matter and
find out whether under the Cabinet Development and Wel-
fare schemes similar provision along the lines indicated
here was not made so as to protect the pension righis
of these officers who were in the first place employed
by C.D. &W,, and whose continuation of service fell in the
hands of the Barbados Government, Although the period of
service with the Barbados Government alone may not be
ten years or more, when you accumulate these two periods
and count them together, the accumulative period, so
to speak, would be very much more than ten years which
is required by cur Pension Act. I would be obliged if the
Minister would look into that, There are a few cases be-
side the one to which I referred, but people in the lower
brackets who are entitled to gratuities and pensions
apparently have nobody to stand up for them with the result
that they get nothing, This Government should look into
the matter and see that people like that, although they be~
long to the lower bracket, are the ones who put us here
mainly, and their pension rights should be protected,

Hon, D, D. GARNER: Mr, Chairman, I think I should
inform the hon., member with regret that a Bill which
should come before this Honourable House today has not
been brought down, In that Bill he will see rhat not only
the persons of whomn he is speaking, but other persons =
casual employees = will be takencareof, As I said before,
it is with regret that I speak now; otherwise I would speak
with a certain amount of authority asthe Bill would be be-
fore the House or would be given notice of today; but in the
very near future you will see the Bill coming before you
which will really give these categories of workers pen=-
sionable rights. Government has been thinking and working
along these lines,

As regards this other matter here before us, it is
something we are doing for them now, It is something
which they overpaid to the Treasury; sowe are refunding
to them just what they overpaid to the Treasury. We are
not contributing anything now; this matter was settled
ever since, and when they were paying in the money, they
overpaid, Now that the end of their period has come, they
are claiming this money which they overpaid in the
Treasury, That is all there is to it,

that Head XXI « Science and Agrie
culture e stand part was put and resolved in the affirmas

The question

tive without division.

: Hon, Dr. H, G. H, CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, 1.beg to
move that the Resolution for $4,471 do now pass.

Hon, L. St,A, THORNE: I heg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmas«
tive without division.

On the motion of Hon, M. E. COX, seconded by
Hon, D. D. GARNER, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the pass-
ing of three Resolutions in Committee, and Mr, SPEAKER

resumed the Chair and reported accordingly.
1,15 p.m,

On separate motions of Hon. M. F. COX, seconded
by Hon. D. D. GARNER in each case, the Resolutions
were read a first and second time and agreed to.

THE MARKETING CORPORATION BILL, 1961

Mr., SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in
the name of the Hon, Minister of Agriculture, Lands
and Fisheries: Second reading of a Bill to provide for
the establishmemt of a Marketing Corporation charged
with the duty of improving the growing and marketing of
produce and for matters incidental theretro or connected
therewith,

Hon. D. D, GARNER; Mr, Speaker, onthe last occasion
when we were dealing with this Bill which is before us again
today and which is commonly known as the Barbados Mar=
keting Corporation Bill, I was about to read the Objects
and Reasons, I take the opportunity todo so now, They read
thus:

“*The Object of this Actisw provide for the establish-
ment of a Marketing Corporation inthe Island charged with
the duty of improving of the growing, production and mar=
keting of fruit, vegetables and other praedial produce, milk,
livestock, poultry and fish,*

1 think, Sir, that Ihad discussed this matter to the
point where any well-thinking legislator, or for that matter
any member of the public who has the goodwill of the island
at heart, would appreciate what this Bill really means to
farmers large and small, and consumers generally, 1 said
‘goodwill® because there are some people who are pre-
judiced, whose minds are warped and cannot see anything
good in progress at all; therefore, at any time we make a
move and a change is to come about, there are those -
I would not sayhysterical persons - but those whose minds
are so diseased that you cannot make any good out of them
and they see no gocd out of what you are going to do; so they
try through the medium of the Press to give these sordid
stories even to the extent of telling lies. They do not repre=~
sent progress; they represent the subtle few who favour
keeping people in the sameplacethey are while they live in
luxury ard enjoy the fat of the land,

Let me say that this Government ishere to change all
of that, despite those who write derogatory statements in
the Press. I started to deal with this maner last Tuesday
and to my amazement I saw certain foolishness written in
the Press some day after that, (Mr. WALCOTT: Do you
mean in the *‘Beacon'’?) Oh no; the “‘Beacon®’ does not
write foolishness; it writes whatis instructive and good for
the people. I was saying, Sir, that to my amazement I saw
written in the Press by people who do not count when you
begin to count people who matter, an article which was
nothing else but feolishness and a lot of rot,

What did Isayonthe last occasion?1 said that because
the people of Barbados are inclined to buy imported pro=-
ducts more than local preducts, the local farmer does not
put his maxiroum energy in growing more food; but if the
people would buy more locally grown food, certainly, the
local farmers are willing and ready to produce more, How=
ever, they are not going to produce more when they cannot
sell it. That person who wrote that foolishness in the Press
last week should better keep himself quiet. We are not going
to tolerate that sort of thing. If you have something con~-
structive 10 write, write it; but when you are being mali~
cious and you do not know what youare talking about, keep
yourself quiet, As IThave said, those people believe that cer-
tain people are lotted out for certain positions and that you
must remain as you are, Iam saying that that is not so in
Barbados any longer. I wish those people would keep them-
selves owt of politics and keep them:elves in their place and
do not interfere with what does not interfere thh them, and
do not give the public a wrong opinion,

Sir, unless we have a Bill of this nature in Barbados,
we are doing nothing, By this Bill, we are developing the
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economy of this Island and without developing agriculture,
this Island will be all the poorer. To develop agriculture,
you must have a marketing organisation, Let us take sugar,
Is it not organised? Let us take bananas in the Leeward
Islands and the Windwards, Are the growers of bananas
in those Islands not organised? You could not sell your
sugar unless you had a proper organisation. You could not
sell copra unless youhad a proper organisationfor it, What
we are saying now is that unless we organise thepeasants
and growers of Barbados they cannot dispose of their pro-
ducts. I repeat the statement which I made last week and
which I still contend. Today, we cannot ask the producers
of food to plant more, neither can we entice them to par-
ticipate in any campaign to grow more focd unless we pro=
vide the means for them to dispose of their produce, You go
to St. Joseph and ask them to produce a particular item,
You go to St. Philip ana you ask the farmers to produce a
certain item, Where is the market to get rid of those pro-
ducts? The average peasant knows nothing of marketing,
That is the specialised field, Even transportation is a
specialised field. It is all right for one to grow, but it is a
another matter to market it,

This matter goes further than that, It is not only a
matter of sales but it is also amatter of strictures and all
those things., This Bill seeks to dealwithall those matters,
I say again that unless you have an organisation such as a .
marketing corporation, you cannot progress in Barbados.
Some people would like to know that we have a lot of tourists
coming to Barbados. We welcome them, Some people would
like to know that we have a ot of industrialists in Barbados,
We welcome them too; but 1 do not care how many tourists
and industrialists come, you will always have the bulk of
the people living on this Island and must you not make pro=
vision for them? You must have agriculture and you will
always have it, If that is so, should we not organise these
people? This is more serious than some people think. Be~
cause it is being tackled by the Barbados Labour Party
which forms the Government of this country, some people
are prejudiced against it, We know when we have something,
which is good. We know that this is good for the peasants
of Barbados. Our consciences tell us that it is the right
procedure; therefore, we are going to pursue it,

Sir, already I have been approached by a few planters
large and small and they have commended this Government
for bringing forward this project from what little they have
read of it,

1,25 p,m,

The newspaper s have been carrying ona series of pages in
publication of the Five Year Plan.(4SIDES) The ‘‘Beacon'’
is a progressive paper; the newspapershave commented on
this Bill; they seem to think that we are on the right track.
From my experience as a businessman, as a planter and
from my experience as a Minister, knowing the needs of
the farmers, I know that this Bill is the answer to the prob-
lems, I do not say that this legislation is fool=proof; we will
make mistakes. Somebody says that costs willgoup, but it
is only natural that if people whom you employ ask for
greater salaries, the commodities must bear the cost of the
increase, That is commonsense. Whether youareaSocial-
ist, a Liberal, Conservative, whatever you are, you do not
have to argue that point, The Trade Union will tell you that;
if you want better conditions you willhaveto pay more for

them, If we have to give our employees better salaries, of
course you will have to charge more for the commodities,
We do not work a magic wand inthe Government and we are
not pretending to do so; it is betraying the position if people
believe that, Wedo not have a magic box; in the magic box

there is hope and sometimes people hope against hope,

We are tackling the problems at their root; we say that
from time to time we have been encouraging large and

smal! plamters to grow more food and we were trying to
keep some of the money from going out of Barbados,

We are saying that until we create a centre whereby all

of these people will be able wo converge with their pro-
duce, we are only touching the fringe of the problem.

I am very much sold to this idea and I had it from
certain hon, members last week that this idea is a good
one, 1 hope that what was stated in the newspaper had no
ill-effect on them, However, I do say that this Bill re~
commends itself to the people of Barbados; it recommends

itself not only to the planters butalso to the consumers. I
said last week that the price of certain vegetables today
!prevéhts certain strata of society from buying certain
items, I still maintain that. And what we feel is the remedy
lfor that state of affairs is greater productivity ata
cheaper price; that will solve the question. We have been
confining ourselves to growing just a certainproportionof
‘vegetahles; so long as we can grow a certain amount of
'food at a certain price we are satisfied, but we are now
i saying that it is of no use limiting the production of these
| items for use by the hotels and other places and meanwhile
| we are buying tinned items, Why should these things come
' into Barbados? 1 will issue a warning here and now; when
- we get into full production and we have everything grow-
'ing quite well, these other things will be put on licence
" and the merchants who now have their shelves stocked with
such things will not be allowed to get them as freely as
they get them now., This Government is prepared to see
that the farmer is considered first. Only last Saturday
1 had a chat with a planter in the vegetable business; he
-said this: “‘Imagine I have cabbages now and I cannot sell
'themn! When I go to town they tell me that they have ordered
cabbages from Holland®, I would like it to be known that
when this Bill is passed, these things will be put under li-
cence; they will not be allowed to come in unless it is for
the good of the people of Barbados, We do not want to get
things from the Dutch farmer when we can grow these
things here; we will have marketing arrangements, I know
that what I am saying now will not hit the ear of certain
people kindly, but it will be dope. (Mr. CORBIN: We hope
so.) If life is spared, it will be done, I know that this
Government will get back in power, I am not one of those
*f and when'' people; when you have your good works to
. show, everything will be all right,

Mr, Speaker, I have not got much more to say on this
Bill, I take it that hon, members have read this Bill and
they know what it is all about, This Marketing Corporation
will be run on lines similar to these on which the Housing
Authority or the Agricultural Credit Bank is run, The
persomnel of these organisations will have to be the big
,boss of the fish cold storage and the other activities in
which we will be engaged. This will be the dividing line,
perhaps, between private industry and Government~spon=
sored industry. I hate to say this now, but I must say it,
1,35 p.m,
Too few people in Barbados who count,s...(Mr. WALCOTT:
Everybody counts,) I mean people in financialcircles and I
! thought you would understand that, There are people who
count, perhaps, in Labour circles, These people, however,
are bent on doing nothing but just those things which their
grandfathers and foreparents have been dofng all the years,
" and that 'is commerce. You buy an article for six cents
. and you know the mark-up is 33 1/%%, and that is safe
business. But when it comes to really exploring the
possibility of new things in Barbados, the average Barba-
, dian has not got that temperament, When it comes to the
development of this country, he does not understand what
you are talking about, He understands doing a greater busi~
ness turnover and having a greater volume of business,
i but when it comes to taking some of his reserves and help-
I‘ ing in another direction, he cannot understand that, He is
i a trader by nature; he wants to knowhow much he is going
' to getout of something and whether his money is guaranteed,

Mr, Speaker, I refer noweven to the Milk Scheme, No=~
body can accuse the Government now, because Government
has created not only the climate and conditions but some of
the actual cash; but the average Barbadian likes trade.
He buys something for 5 cents and sells it for 8 cents and
be is happy; but when it comes to taking up some of his
reserves to go into other development projects, he is not
taking many chances; and until and unless we do these
things, the average Barbadian is always going to say that
we allow foreigners. to come in and invest money, People
do not come to Barbados to develop it for nothing,

I am saying, Mr, Speaker, that this Billis the answer
to many problems which we had for generations now, and
when this Bill is carried into its proper functions I am sure
not only will the farmers be proud of it, but the consuming
public will also be proud of it, I do not think I should say
anymore as I spoke for a Jong time on the last occasion,
but I thought I would refreshen the memory of the Honour~-
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able House so that if for any reason people had forgotten
what this Bill purports to do, they would be reminded of it,

1 would just draw the attention of the House to Section
11 which gives in a nutshell the power of the Corporation
and it reads as follows:=

11, (1) The Corporation shall, subject to the provisions of
this Act, have power to carry onallactivities the carrying
on whereof appears to it to be requisite, advantageous or
convenient for or in connection with the discharge of its
duties under this Act, and in particular without prejudice
to the -generality of the foregoing, shall have power =

(a) to buy and sell produce;
() to fix and determine the grading of produce;
{c) to import and to export produce;

(d) to establish and operate depots and agencies for
the purchase, delivery, grading and sale of pro=-
duce;

(e) to enter into contracts for the purchase and sale
of produce upon such terms and conditions as the
Corporation may think fit; ‘

M. to enter into contracts for the transport of any
produce or of such other commodities as may
facilitate the operations of producers;

(@) to establish itinerant systems for the purchase of
of and sale of produce;

(h) to establish and operate facilities for preparing
and processing any produce;

(i) to establish and operate facilities for cold storage
or any other form of storage for produce;

() to act as commission agents for the disposal cf the
produce of any producer or co~operative society;

(k) to purchase, transport, store,.insure, handle and
sell any packing material in such quantities and at
such prices as the Corporation may from time to
time determine,

Well, Sir, on that paragraph rests the functionsof this
Corporation, That is it in a nutshell. Those are the main
functions; and with that 1 recommend th1s Bill and beg to
move that the Bill be now read a second time,

) Hon. L. St,A, THORNE: 1 beg o s_econd that,

Mr, CORBIN: Mr, Speaker, the object of this Bill before
us is to provide for the establishmentof a Marketing Cor~
poration in the island, I was thinking of a Marketing Cor~
poration for a long time, because Ihave seen the suffering of
people in the many parishes of the.island, It shocks my
modesty sometimes to think that we have suchgood maiden
soil in this country and yet when it comes to tornatoes and
different vegetables we have to send to other countries to
bring them here, If this Bill comes into operation it would
be a great help to the people. At the present moment we
cannot ‘get. sweet potatoes, yams, cassava or anything at
all;. so it would be good if some control could be put over
a market of this kind, because wehave a cold storage here
and we would be able to preserve cabbage, tomatoes, and
various other vegetables, and lam certain that if there was
a shortage of any kind or if a famine came upon us, we
would be able to survive much longer. In the present state
of things, if a famine came upon s or ‘if- War broke out and
no ships came to the island with foodstuﬁ's. we would all
perish,

I am not against what the Minister has said, except
that he was trying to exaggerate too much on the people.
He knows that such a Marketing Corporation.could not come
into operation because we never had a cold storage to. pre=
serve the food that was produced., Now that we have a cold
storage 1o preserve the food that was produced, now that

we have a cold storage, a Marketing Corporation in this
country would be beneficial to the inhabitants, because we
would have more vegetables and better fruit, There are
things that come into this country which canbe sold cheap~
er than the ones grown here because we do not have the
machinery.and equipment to cultivate the land on a large
scale to get the amount of produce; it takes too much la~
bour ar the present time, Having such machinery here we
would be able to cultivate the land on a cheaper scale, be
able 1o plant more food and sell more, and then what re~
mains would be put in cold storage. 1am a man who plants
plenty of vegetables, and I live inanarea where vegetables
are grown all the time,

1,45 p.r,

We hope when this Bill comes into operation that we will
have a cold storage plant to help preserve the food.

1 do not think any sensible man inthe community would
resist the passing of this Bill because I know what it will
do forthe people of this Island, Plenty varieties of grain can
be planted here and if we have a cold storage we will be able
to preserve such grain, We would be able to préserve also
sweet potarces and such items of produce. We have coming
here Irish potatoes for which wepay 14 cents, 16 cents and
18 cents per pound and I1am sure that our sweet potatoes are
more valuable than Irish potatoes and they are more nutri=
tious. We have the land here which canprovide such things,
Why should we have this land which can provide us with
such things and we send abroad to buy such things? One of
the reasons why we have to import all these things is be~
cause owners of plantations plant'the most of their land

- in canes, I am certain that,if this Government had kept up

with the restriction and saw to it that the restriction was
carried out every vear which called on every estate to
plamt so many acres of their land in food for the people,

" there would not be this lot of importation,

“Hon, D, T, GARNER: tir, Speaker, I riseon a point of
order, 1 worid usi like to inform’the hon, member that
those restrictions are still in-force.

Mr. CORBIN: They are in force but they are not
carried out.

Ho‘n.sD. D, GARNER: I rise onh a point of order. I can
vouchsafe that this order is being carried out,

Mr, CORBIN: Mr.: Speaker, I do not know if the Hon,
Minister of Agriculture goes through St; Joseph and St, An~
drew which 1 visit regularly because: théy are under my
jurisdiction, but I am certain that«nithe parish of St, An-
drew some estates do not plant'two fields in sweet pota=
oes;and when they plant them in food c¢rops, they refuse
to care them. Every Government in the world has a right
10 have everything such as foodstuffs under’ its control
becavse the Government is respons1ble for the mhabxtants
of the country.

1 cannot stress too much on the Government that we
must have a cold storage to preserve the food, We are

- looking forward when this Bill is brought into force from

henceforth to see what line of action Government would

_take, Lots of people talk about” changing the Government

and we look for a change, However, I am looking forward
for herter work. 1 hope that we will do like Joseph of old
and would take up one~fifth of the land and plant it in pro=
vision, Joseph expected a seven~year famine and when the
famine came he had food sufficient; therefore, we must
look for a man like Josephto put at.the head of the Govern-~

“meént, We must look for a man of such vision,a man who

can look into the future and see the danger which is con=
fronting the people, Pharoah said that he wanted a man to
put in charge and he said 1o Joseph: *“You are the man, 1
would make you Prime Minister today.’® Joseph planted
food in one-fifth of the land. he built storehouses and dug
wells to provide water for seven years because it was said
that there would be seven years of plenty and then there
would be seven years of famine and when the famine came
ke had food for the people. We, like Pharoah, ask you to
take our suggestions into consideration and put them into
operation. Choose the best material and use it for the pre-
servation of the people. In the whole world, the name of
Joseph is still remembered up to today. The name of a good

]
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man will never die, If members of the Government show
forth good, the people will love you; but if you do not show
forth geod, the people will hate you, When the people see
that we are doing good, they willre-elect us, I can tell you
that the people say this of me: ** ‘Homie’, only God can
move you,'' I perform my duty towards them, and as a
matter of fact, before I came into this House I was doing
my duty towards them. K this Government remains in
power or another comes imo power, whichever it is, I
hope that Government would do benter for the people and
the poor people will be able to enjoy a little of the sub~
stance of the land,

Mr, STRAUGHN: Mr, Speaker, 1 do not know if Joseph
of old had a cold storage but certainly we would take the
advice of e hon, member who has just spoken seriously
for now, The Hon, Minister for Agriculture was very en~
thusiastic over this project. We all know that it is one which
he had in mind for quite a long time. I do not know if it is
part of his stunning legislation because he has been giving
us the foreword for so long about it that having come, it does
not stun us; it stirs us.

Sir, I would like to make my contribution to this debate
by saying that it must be acknowledged by all and sundry
that we live in an age of organisational pressures; there-
fore, justas anybody would under stand that certainelements
of commerce, or labour,.or even Governments think in
terms of federation and so on, and of organising, we must
consider that everything in which you want to have pro=
gress and movement must move in a matter of a form of
organisation, As I summarise it, I consider this an age
of organisational pressures, Only yesterday, Mr.Macmil-
lan was trying to see how he could move into another
form of organisation,

1,55 p.m,

The pressures of organisation are there for all to see,
Accepting that, I would like to point out or to recapitulate
some of the difficulties which are evident in schemes of
this sort. It is only when we remind ourselves of the
practical difficulties that we will be able to bring all our
concentrated forces in order to solve those difficulties,
I think that the Minister knows quite well that Barbados
as such is not the most fertile climate or soil for the
development of co=-operatives, He has already pointed
that out and on diverse occasions; one of the reasons for
that is that in nearly all actions which have been taken in
the development of certain projects, whether it be a
question of housing our marketing or of any other pro=
jects, you will find that the Government has had to take
the initiative in that development, For some reason or
other, the commercial interests of Barbados, in former
years at any rate, have shown that they were more in=
terested in exporting and selling things than in internal
development. I am not sure how interested the commercial
interests are now in suchdevelopments, but it would appear
to me, from my experience in the Legislature, that they
are particularly more interested now in trying to get
pioneer legislation from whomsoever they can get it, than
in any internal development; and they feel that their in-
terests would be protected, From the point of view of in=
ternal development, we are not fully aware that they are
interested in such development,

Mr, Speaker, it is now 2 o°clock and I shall resume
my remarks on the resurnption of Government Business.

Mr, SPEAKER: It now being 2 p.m, of the clock, this
sitting stands suspended until 2,30 p,m. of the clock, This
sitting now stands suspended,

On resumption,

Houn, L. St.A, THORNE: Mr, Speaker, I beg to draw
your attention to the fact that there is no quorum present
and I ask that the Bell be rung.

On the Bell being rung, a quorum was cbtained,

QUESTION TIME

Mr, Speaker, It is now Question Time, I understand
that there are no replies to Questions ready, The House

will now proceed to the consideration of Private Members®
Business,

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS
Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 1, There is no answer,

RESOLUTION re SHORT TERM AND LONG
TERM MEASURES FOR THE ALLEV]-
ATION OF UNEMPLOYMENT

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No, 2 under Private Members®
Business is to resume debate on a Resolution re Short
Term and Long Term measures for the Alleviation of
Unemployment, On the last occasion the hon, senior mem-
ber for St, Peter was replying.

Mr, WALCOTT: On the last occasion when I was
speaking in reply to hon, members, I said that I did not
anticipate that this Resolution would have caused the ex=
hibition which it caused from the Government, or from two
members of the Government = the Minister of Labour and
the Minister of Commumnications, The Minister of Communi=
cations spent two hours in filibustering a Resohstion which
aims at finding employment for the jobless, putting idle
hands to work and looking for employment for those who
are out of emplovment, This Resolution created a stir in
the Government and the Government referred to Professor
Beasley to Mr, Cumper and to every known person who
has been here; it took the Government to the Five Year
Development Plan and all the Plans which they have, With
all of these Plans, however, the Government could not say
what they are going todoin acase where 1,000 people have
found themselves out of employment; not one of these Plans
they could say was the answer to this situation. They were
caught flat=footed like a batsman caught with both his feet
on the ground; he cannot move and is shocked to think that
he has been bowled. Both of the Ministers said that they
have found jobs for 10,000 people in five years,

2,35 p.m,

Last week I was at pains to point out that the population in
1949 was something like 209,000 people, I am not going to
recite the number of jobs because Idid that on the last
occasion, but the number of people employed in Barbados
was 82,900, The Minister of Communications said that the
number had risen from 74,000 in five years to 84,000,

Mr, Speaker, the population in 1960 by some of the
figures of the census was 236,000, The population has risen
by 27,000 people. The Labour force was 82,900 and over ten
years it has only risen by 2,000 more; yet they say that the
figure of unemployment is 1,600 or 2,000, I will show that
it was not only political fraud but the most ignorant state=
ment that could have been made in a Parliamentary Assem=
bly, and I am going to show the amount of money it would
take to employ 10,000 people.

An Industrial Development Mission came here and on
page seven of their Report in paragraph 26 this is what they
said: **Any estimate of capital requirement over the same
period is of necessity very approximate, We consider how=
ever that for new industries the average figure of £2,000
capital per person employed is of the right order.' If we
put £2,000 in ordinary money to employ these people, it
would mean something like $96 million investment capital to
create 10,000 new jobs, Now what ignoramus would come to
Barbados and tell you that the investment capitalin Barba«
dos was $96 million? F urthermore there are more ignorant
statements that they will find 40,000 jobs in the next five
years = which would mean $384 million, more than the
whole West Indies Federation can provide in the next five
years, What more ignorance do you want? This type of
mediocrity whichyou find in the Government that is pre-
vailing in this country is keeping people in this state of
starvation and stupor, and you will find that the population
is gradually becoming more barefooted than it was ten
years ago, The Government therefore could not provide
10,000 jobs in five years because they do not have the
capital,

Mr, Speaker, the Government talks about jobs when a
man goes to America or England, and they even pat them~
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.selves about emigration. The hon. junior member for St,
John and I showed that when they were playing the fool
about people going to England to find work at the London
Transport and when Government was setting athird stand=-
ard test for some of these people, private individuals were
going to England in searchof a job, More people were going
to work with the London Transport on their own than were
being sent by Government, You will find that more people
have left Barbados on their own and have gone to the
United Kingdom than on any emigration scheme which the
Barbados Govermment has sponsored, People are leaving
by the thousands to go in search of employment in the
United  Kingdom because there is no hope in Barbados for
them; yet the Minister of Labour had the brass to say that
Barbados has created more employment than anywhereelse
in the world, His world is very small, It is just as in
Joseph's time when that was his world. The Minister’s
world was walking about Milk Market and up in Haggatt
_ Hall, If we had the unemployment percentage which exists
-now in the United Kingdom, there would be a civil war;
but he does not understand the relative difference, and ivhat
it means, He says that there is unemployment in the United
States. There are crooks in the United Statestoo, but if we
had here the percentage of crooks as exist in the United
States, everybody would be crooked.

In an ordinary way, Mr. Speaker, the Minister of So~
- cial Services talked about births and deaths, but people
who study sociology will tell you that youhave to count the
population in certain units of thousands to be able to un~
derstand what it is. I will point out, Mr, Speaker, another
stupid statement which was made, A lady by the name of
Jeanette Bethel produced a document called *’A National
Accounts Study of the Economy of Barbados' showing the
stupidity of those gentlemen over there, I am giving away
1960; I am giving away 1958 and 1959, but this is what she
says: she said that in 1957 there were 233,000 people in
Barbados; between the ages of 15 and 65 there were

136,000 people, Now that is the number of people that would

. normally be in the working labour force, There are people
of 65 years and over that Iam not counting, although there

are some of 65 years who are still in the labour force, Now
" in 1957 when the population was smaller thanwhat it is es=

. timated at today, there were 233,000 people, I am going to

allow that some of the people between 15 and 45 years would

be boys and girls at secondary schools who were not in the
working force yet, I am going to give you that some are in
gaol because gaol is a permanent institution and people re-
volve around gao} all the time; I will allow for persons in
the almshouses and in the various institutions and call that
another 12,000, If I give you 12,000 people in gaol, in the
various institutions and at ,s'econdary schools from that
age, you still have 124,000 people, Let us round off that
figure and call it 120,000 people of the labour force. They
come out and say that they have 84,000 people employed;
therefore there are roughly 50,000 people for whom they
cannot find a job, That is what the lady says in the Report
which came from the Premier’s Office, They have shown
that they found 10,000 jobs for people in the last ten years
and Matthews has shown in this Report that in1949 there
were 82,900 people in Barbados emp]nyed_ with a population
that was 27, 000 less, With an increase in population of
27,000, you can only say that you have found jobs for less
‘than 2, 000 more; yet the1r deduction has given them 10,000,

Mr, Speaker, I would like to know where they got this
‘man~power survey from and who carried it out, You could
notfind a man-power survey at the Labour Departmentor at
the Statistical Department; so the only persons who have
carried out such a man-power survey are the hon, senior

" member for St. Thomas ang the hon. senior member- for St,
Michael, They have made a man-power survey inwhich they
have produced this conundrum that they have produced

10,000 jobs in five years, which would mean a capital in- -

vestment of 96 mmion.

2.45 p.m. :

But do you know, Mr, Speaker, that I have chal]enged the
Government and anybody else to call back the jobs as I
called them back, that is to say, agricultural labourers
(nearly all sugar workers), 21,000; fishermen, 1,500;

sugar factories, 5,000; other factories and public utihtxes,
2,000; dock workers and porters, 2,000? I am sure that

— ——

the figure they will call in any of these sectors will be
lower and not higher. During the present period sugar
factories have employed less workers and, 4s a matter
of fact, therc are fewer sugar factories in operation today
than they were when that report was written,

Sir, this Resolution of mine was not a resolution in=
troduced in the legislature of Trinidad, Tortola, Mozam-=
bique or Madagascar; it was introduced in the House of
Assembly of Barbados in which I have the right to put it
forward on behalf of the people in Barbados, It is as stated
in the Resolution:

‘WHEREAS the construction and operationof the new
Bridgetown Harbour has increased the numbers of un-
employed workers;**

*“AND WHEREAS there is no immediate work pro=
gramme to provide alternative employment for displaced
workers;"

“BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Assembly request
the Government to take urgent and positive action to provide
employment as a short time and long term measure for
the unemploy

v“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the short time
action should take the form of slum clearance in the City
of Bridgetown and increased expenditure ontenantry roads
and public works throughout the Island,'*

**AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the long term
action should be the establishment of a National Committee
representing all elements in the community with wide
terms of reference to study a programme for industrial
and economic expansion with a view to creating greater
employment opportunities for the community,*

Now, they say that you should not come in with things
for a short time measure, you should come in with things
of a long time measure. It is on record, and I think I
should draw it to Your Honour's attention, that in my own
private capacity I have indicated Jong ago measures which
could be put into operation. On the 3rd January, last,l
drew to the attention of the Government that these people
would be displaced: on a motion to this House I drew it
to their attention, Now I have here an article which was
written by me, I stated categorically what is our under=
standing about certain matters. I said that it is nec-
essary for the community to understand and become
aware that a new approach is required for the new prob=
lem facing Barbados, Fifty years ago agriculture required
more people to work the land than today, Then I said: *‘A
look at the number of sugar factories operating today as
compared with 1930 will give an indication of the serious
loss of manpower, This change is inevitable if we are to
keep ‘pace with the competitive industrial tempo of world
sugar, Moreover, the present number of sugar factories
will be reduced in a comparatively short period,"*

I went on to say: ‘‘The answer is not easy or simple,
It requires imagination, hard work and planning, This is not
the task of one section of the community, It is the business
of the whole community. All theelements inthe community
would be consulted and called upon to co-operate, Industry
as represented by employers and businessmen; the work=-
ers as represented by the Trade Union and the Government
as the constitutional organisation of the community,”

Now, when you stated that publicly and not privately,
there is no point anybody telling you that you are not try=
ing to aid in the problem. You hear the startling.ignorance
of the Hon, Minister of Trade that when I came to discuss
the question of displacement, I did not mention anything
of our finding employment for the workers which means
that he as a Minister will not have to find work for them,
but 1 would have to find work for them, j

The correspondent in the newspaper took a more ba-
lanced view; but the correspondent is not aware of the
methods which you negotiated when it comes to displace~
ment ind severance pay. The Trade Union did not ask
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the Government to negotiate for severance pay or for
money for workers from private employment; but when
a national project takes place like the coming into operation
of the Deep Water Harbour, can you ask a private em-=
ployer for displacermnent and severance pay? It was the
Government who decided to build the Deep Water Harbour
and operate it, You heard today the Hon, Minister of Com=
munijcations and Works saying that the Deep Water Harbour
is our responsibility because we decided thatwe are going
to run the Harbour,

So far as the Workers Union asking an emplover for
displacement money is concerned, you do not have to ask
that question. How can the Hon, Minister come in here hiding
behind the statement that this is a technological change? He
does not know the meaning of automation, a term which he
also used along with technological change. The Deep Water
Harbour is not a technological change nor is it automation,
These are changes like those youhave inthe motor industry
where instead of a man working, they start making blocks
to work by automatic devices to do the work which men did,

The Deep Water Harbour is a particular project just as

the building of an airport, Youdo not call a new airport au=;

tomation or technological change because formerly the plane
landed ou grass and now voubuild an airport. A technologi=
cal change is a change which is related to the technique and
metod which was employed previously., Formerly, youhad
a man walking about, blowing an old big horn, advertising
goods. You say today there isnomoreneed for a horn, you
give him a microphone,

Mr, Speaker, I brought a Resolution in here calling on
the Government to give the people a production bonus, Do
you know what they said abowt it? They said that that was
something goi on before Governor Savage came to Bar=
bados., When it is something dealing with the Provident
Fiuid, they say that itis Mr, Mc.Kenzie who talked about it,
Yet it was talked about long before Mr, Mc,Kenzie came
here.

The Hon, Minister of Trade said: **Did you make the
employers give towards these workers?'* The hon, member
called me as General Secretary of the Workers Union and
said that the Government was going to provide $2 1/2 mil-
lion out of the Price Stabilization Fund to put up Bulk In=-
stallation for the people inthe Sugar Industry, After that he
got up in Queen's Park and said to the workers: *‘We are

‘going 1o give you $1 3/4 million,"" Which is more, the
$1 3/4 million or the $2 1/2 million? He said all that and
then said that Frank Walcott is the man, He also said that in
West Africa they also had this sort of thing happening.
Should anybody like that be running the Gov ernment? The
~ hon, member just cannot count,

2.55p.m.

He is suffering from being the victim of an eroded mind
and, the circumstances are now catching up with that, It is
the Union who wrote the Minister a letter telling the Gov=
- ernment that' a levy should be imposed in view of the fact
that these things are going to happen. Imagine the sum of
$2 1/2 million at 7% inerest.

. The hon, junior member for St. Joseph spoke on this
matter but he is a fledgeling and they have treated him as
such, He cannot find anywhere to lie, (I aughter), He said
that he was shocked when he came back to Barbados; hie
went to the Netherlands where they produce oilbut he for-
got that we produce sugar in Barbados, It is no point bar=

. gaining for a man who. is unemployed; when I am a hard=
headed Unionist, Icannot bargain for a manlike that, You do
not talk about getting 3 pension for a man who is starving;
he will never be able to get a pension because he would not
have lived long enough, In this House we cannot talk about
giving pensions vet, Trinidad is talking about pensions; we
will sc-n talk about pensions; but with their machinations
over there, some of them would like to see you starving,
However, we will have to talk pensions some day; but we
cannot talk about pensions before we get a salary. What
are you giving a pension on? Are you giving a pension on
nothing? The hon, member must bear in mind that in the
context of the Trade Union, the people had to organise and
you can get pensions for them,

As to the construction of the Deep Water Harbour, every=
body recognised that we would have to provide the people

who have been displaced with money. As regards the
lighters, some of the people who own them have to sell them,
some of the people who have warehouses will have to try

and get them rented out, In West Africa they had automaton
but in Barbados it is not aquestionof automation, What has
happened is that the employers never provided any pension
fund, not even a fund for illness, and in the new agreement
with these people they are required to pay ¥ and 2% of

the basic wages into the Provident and sick funds respect=-

ively. The Trade Union has asked, in the light of these cir=
cumstances, that the employers should make a contribution

from the bulk installation, It is not aquestion of saying that
the Union did not do that. When Mr, Adams was President
of the Union, the same Minister was expected to be made
Prime Minister, but he has been made Vice-captain, Mr,
Adams said that the fancy molasses would not he shipped
in bulk except it was done over his dead body; but the mo=
lasses has gone in bulk and he is still alive. Why did you

not ask Mr, Adams to make the employerspay? Mr, Adams
is not in the Union any longer., Walcott is in the Union and

you say that Walcott will not make the employers pay. You

did not talk about how much beer and rum you took down
to the opening of the Deep Water Harbour; you thought that

the opening of the Harbour was a political catch and that the
next morning there would have been an Election. The con=
sequences of the erection of the Deep Water Harbour have
now got them flat-footed, They do not even know the con=
sequences of a man who is not working; if a man is given
money and he is not employed. he is not making any con=
tribution to the community in whichhe is living. They do not
under stand the consequences of unemployment, When aman
is employed, his mind is at work, he is making a positive

contribution to the society in which he is living and he
feels himself as being part of what is taking place; he does
not feel like anybody who is on a dole,

The idea of having a works programme is not to chide
the Government but to get them to face an ordinary un=
palatable fact, It means that in Barbados withour economy,
with our unemployment figures, nearly two million in the
United States of America would be unemployed. If you shut
down work in the United States of America tomorrow it
would have the same effect on the two million people, I un~
employment in the United States reaches the figure of 6%,
that is regarded as threatening; it is regarded as threatening
when it reaches that figure which you regard as economic,
The Government regards unemployment as a natural, biolo~-
gical process in which the propagation of the species must
take place; the Government does not regard unemployment
as something which it must face, The members of the Gov=
ernment ask: ‘““Why didn't youasktheemployers for some=
thing?** Can they settle a taxation or fiscal policy? Can
they lay down an economic policy for the people of this is=
land? The people have to abide by what you do; they must
have the collaboration of what is coming from you. You
cannot sit back like marionettes in the party; you cannot
be like the people who dance whenyoucall the tune; it will
not end there,

3.05 p.m.

The Minister tried to answer this problem by talking about
when they were working for people. When was the Minister
of Trade working for people? In1944 Ihad to get on a plat-
form to get him in here, because the people called him a

taxi=driver or some other low Barbadian terms; so whom
was he working for? There is this pontifical idea that they
were working for people. You cannot count the Labourites
they had in here on your toeseven if some are knocked off;

but now that we have brought a Resolution of this nature, he
says that we are joining with people, and by implication

says that I am an opportunist, Icould not be an opportunist
because they said that the Prime Minister did not want to

make me a Minister and I walked out. That is not the atti-

tude of an opportunist, It is the attitude of an opportunist

who would say that you were not made Prime Minister be-

cause the man is an intellectual snob but you remain and

drink in all the snobbery; so he is more a political oppor=
tunist than anyone else. He is moreopportunist because he

would live and let live,

Mr. Speaker, I do not want to be a person in whom
people do not have confidence, Ihave in my hand a book
called ‘Foreign Investment in Economically Underde-
veloped Countries.'® This is a study from our Tenth Con-

— s ———————
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gress which was held in Brussels on 3rd December, 1959,
a copy of which was sent to the Barbados Government say=
ing that we the Barbados Worker s’ Union were asking them
to do something about this to assistour economic develop~
ment in Barbados, All we have had is an acknowledgemem
but nothing was done, The Minister of Communications who
is now out of the Chamber spoke for about two hours on this
Resolution, and he could not come home and end his speech,
He reminded me of an occasion when I took a man who
claimed he could sing a little Christras tune, I have no
doubt that you know the gentleman, Mr, Speaker, He said
that he could sing the Lord's Prayer, so he started off
the Lord’s Prayer but could not get to the end, However
he got back he was saying: ‘‘Our Father which artin
Heaven' because he did not know enough of the Lord's
Prayer to end it, He could notpass ‘’Thy Kingdom come,'’
Sowegetthese sort of things where people start off things

and do not know what they are talking about,

Mr, Speaker, the Minister of Communications said that
he believes in planning; I believe in planning also and the
Resolution says ‘‘and be it further resolved that the long
term action should be the establishment of a National Com-=
mittee representing all elements in the community with
wide terms of reference to study a programme for indus-
trial and economic expansion with a view to creating great~
er employment opportunities for the community,” I am
bringing in the community,

One Minister said **National Committee what!** inone
breath, and in another breath he asked why we did not call
upon the employees, What can we say to that sort of ex=
hibition? I will read now part of this booklet called *‘Social
and Economic Studies.'' It is a pamphlet printed by the
University College of the West Indies, and we are all well
pleased that we have a University in the West Indies that
can publish these things without fear or favour and it does
not matter which Government is in control, I have read
the matter on the population which was published to under=-
line the nonsense that Barbados has created 10,000 jobs,
and now I am going to read something from this pamphlet
in relation to what the Minister of Communications said
about economic development. This book came from the
Premier’s Office and this is what the lady said:~

*Concluding Remarks: In general the size and compo-
sition of government developmental expenditure in Barba~
dos since 1955 has reflected the provisions made in the
1955-60 Development Plan, and as a resultisopen to much
the same criticisms whichwereearlier levelled atthe Plan,
namely, the lack of a positive policy which would take into
account the employment-generating aspects of expenditure
on development,’*

That {s a criticism by an expert who came here and
investigated and produced this document, *‘A National Ac-
counts Study of the Economy of Barbados’® by Jeanette
Bethel, It is Volume 9 No, 2, June 1960 and is a **special
number." In the same Development Plan there was a lack
of generating employment policy, She goes further and
says:~

““This is the most disturbing feature of government
capital expenditure on Barbados and it is to be hoped that
attention will be made to increase the role of industry in
the island with more active assistance from government if
necessary, especially in the initial stages of the pro=-
gramme,"*

That is a complete criticism and denial of what they
have said about doing something to create employment,
Two=thirds of the whole capital has been spent on the
Deep Water Harbour and this Resolution stems as a result
of the Deep Water Harbour, You comeout with your moon=
wash that you have produced 10,000 jobs, Somebody came
here and carried out a study for the world to see, and you
say in 1955-60 that your panacea is that you have opened
up a new Jerusalem. She said you had to have a little in=
trospection, She must have met the -Ministers and heard
what they said, Listen to what she says about them:=

‘A discouraging feature is the current pessimismae..."*
She would not be talking about me or members of the Oppo-
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sition; she would be talking about pecple she met in Govern=-
ment, “A discouraging feature is the current pessimism

which prevails and the assumption that there is no future
for industrialisation on an important scheme fri the is

That came from them, and youmust have heard Mr, Allder
in the Lower Green. He said ‘‘Industrialisation what?"

You pick up all these little boys on the Nationdl Executive
and carry them to ameeting and they say *‘industrialisation.
what'*, These are the people whom you want to lead us in
Barbados, We are mistaking this mediocrity for common=

sense and ability and it is time that we tell people, whether

or not they look like us, that they are not capable. Let themn

go and take private lessons, When we were at school we had

to go home and do private lessons and as a result they

would skip us from Third Standard to Fifth Standard, but

there are a lot of idiots nowadays, people who camnot spell
*‘Ada’’ backwards,

3.15 p.m.

I do not believe the Hon. Premier is a product of this, I
know he had a quarrel with the Prime Minister of the West

Indies at one time about the age grouping, As 2 matter of

fact, it was a big row,. Ido not believe he would say so now

because he is Premier. However, he had experience with his

own sons in the way in which one son got along as regards

the other, They were two normal childrenandhe knew that

there could not be that vast difference between them,

We have heard the Hon, Minister of Communications
talk some more nonsense, He istelling me about somebody
in the Federation and somebody in Monymusk. He does not
even know where Monymusk is, Hear what this lady says:~

**Most people would agree that a great dealof the gain
10 be expected from pooling of resources by individual units
of the Federation must be the functionmade to the Federa=
tion in the first place in termsofefforts and enterprise on
the part of all units.'”

There is the old time saying that a chain is not strong=
er than its weakest link, You do not have to go further to
philosophise, The Federation cannot be stronger than its
weakest unit, You have a married couple. They cannot be
stronger than what they are working for, If one works for
$20 and the other for $10, that is $30 between themn; but if
one is working for nothing and the other is working for
nothing, that is nought plus nought,

‘“Now this gain to the Federation must be the function
made to the Federation in the first place in terms of efforts
and enterprise on the part of all units, Therefore, in the
case of Barbados as well as the other units, there is the
clear need to make the fullest use of all the available re=
sources of manpower and capital,'*

What am I asking you to do? I am asking you to make
the fullest use of manpower, I said in the article that this
is not the job of the Government only; this is a job for all
of us, I go a little further, I said:~

*The Deep Water Harbour should have been construct=
ed 60 years ago.

Unfortunately, I had not yet arrived at this planet and
could not quicken the pace for action.

The reduction from the deep-water harbour will have
a greater impact on the community than the gradual reduc=
tion. in the sugar industry, because the workers displaced
from the port have been employed in their respective jobs
for long periods and have grown accustomed to working and
are now idle,

As a result of this sudden dislocation in our employ~-
ment force, the community will suddenly lose the purchasing
power from these workers and consequently a loss in gen=
eral trade and prosperity,*’

Any idiot would know that if you suddenly release 1,000
people who were accustomed to working for between 330
and $40 a week, it would have a big effect on ithe economy of
the country, At the Deep Water Harbour you have employed
467 people and we will have to go and review the whole
situation there in the light of what is taking place so far
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as ithe numbar of people required, One of the displaced
workers came 1o me this morning and told me that he had
no tea, Last Saturday I had to take $5,00 out of my pocket
and. give to one of these workers. That does not mean that
1 am in.the $5,00 giving away bracket but I could notgivea.
man 2 $1.00 who has fiveor six children looking to him for
suppori, ‘That is the rﬂsponsxbxhty whlch some of us have to
bear, :

Men whe are wor}:mg on the Deep Water Harbour now
are-asking me if Icanger a job of a more permanent nature
for tkemn, I am speaking as a man who is in close contact
with these peorle. Op this motion-to find employment for
displaced workers nic member of this House had any right
to be returned if he is talking of voting against it, You are
not voting. against: me; »ou are voting against-people who
are in szarci of employment,

Mr, Speaker, it is your dutytoregardthis as-a crisis,
1 am not talking about any Five Year Plan, They tell you:
“Look what wo tuve inthe Five Year Plan.' Can you put
allocations for a firc or a hurricane in a Five Year Plan?
If your wife tai %1 suddenly, can youput the expenses for
that “in your plan? There are certain things which you can
plan mr but you camot‘plan for this emergency, This is a
national geney, I said that it isof the greatest impor=
tance rere should be a rational economic planning at
the uait. level in all territories including Barbados,

The first thing we have to provide for is short term
employment, Now, iiis Resolution was divided intwo mea=
sures for rhe obvious reason that it would be most unkind
of me o cume and 21l the Government that you must pro=
vide empioyment on a Jong term measure and that you can
get a long time planning by just bringing in a Resolution,
Why did I-sav ‘short term*? I say that-short term would be
practiczl for these displaced workers who are at present
out of work. You knew that they were going to be out of
work. as a matter of fact,. vour Committee's report said
su. The. Hon, Minister of Trade appended his signature to
the Committee's report on the Deep Water Harbour, From
what he has said you would not believe he was a member of
the Committee nor would you believe that he signed the re-
port which said that you would have this problem of dis=-
placement, I told this Committee if the Government of Bar-
bados in its wisdom saw fit to capitalise the construction
of the bulk installation which in itself formed the greatest
bloc- for - displacement, . then you would have to look for
other aveunses of employment for these displaced persons,
The -Hon, Minister zot up here and asked me about auto-
mation. Thiz is the state of affairs which you get as a re=~
sult -of, buik instailation, The Tally Clerks no longer work
with sugar, The produce portérs no longer work with sugar,
Lightermen areoui of it completely. So far as bulk installa-
tion :is concerned, that has caused the greatest number of
people 1o be displaced, For bulk installation, the Govern-
ment took up $2 1/2 million of the Price Stabilization Fund
to construct it, The amount which these peoplehave to pay
back is $120,000 per annum, We asked that they make a
contributicn to the workers, We wrote aletter to them and
saids “‘can you tell us your plan?"

3.25 P.itle

President Kennedy in the United States of Americaformed
National Commitiees. Mr, MacMillan during his tenure of
office and Dr, Adenaeur in West Germany did likewise, and
the Inner -Six and the Outer Seven forced Great Britain into
the Ewropean Common Market; Do you mean tosay that we
do not want:to have a National Committee? Is it that we do

pot have any interest in Barbados? One of the Government

members has- said ‘that the Planning Unit has a policy. for

these displaced people, but you cannot ask the Planning -

Unit to plan your policy, Mr. Bonnett has been quoted in
this economic study, This book which Thavehere is a book
fromthe Office of the Premier and it issues criticisms;
it is ‘a. critical examination or analysis of this situation,
Are you afraid of the Elections? The members of the Gov=
crisnent say that they have no fear aboutthe Elections and
when somebody brings forward any matter they say that he
is only doing it because of the Elections, I want to say that
you only get into this House by way of an Election, This
is not a maternity ward of parhament, you have to get in
h:,ro bv an Election,

We are asking what harm will this Resolution do to
Barbados by finding work for the jobless, Iam going to show

the Government, and others will show them too, that by our

solidarity on this matter we mean business about it, I have
been watching the Government and I see that each time a
Resolution is brought down here, in whatever connection

this Resolution is, the members of the Government say that

they are not going to vote for it; however, we are not going
to allow them =~ at least I am not going to allow them - by

any of the machinations they use toprevent the people from .

getting their rights. 1 am glad 1o see that the Minister of
Agriculture has returned to his seat, That Minister talks

about a marketing organization; he wants more food to be -

planted, You can have all the marketing organizations you
like, but if you have nowork for the people, they will carry
away all the food which you plant, You either give a man a
job, you either lend himm something or he will steal it, I do
not care whether they vote for this Resolution or not; I
know that the people are with me in this Resolution. It is
only idiots who think that you have not got to find work for
people, You have-a man in the Housing Area owing $49.00
and he has not worked for $49 from the beginning of the

year ! I have already mentioned the case of the man who is -

friendly with five women and has three children; do you not
understand what is happening? These are not people who
have servants; the women and the children have to work.

I want to tell the hon. junior member for St, Joseph
that, in a matter of this sort, it is not a question of saying
that .vou should get money from the employers; it is a
question of asking if the Barbadian economy can allow
people to be unemployed, The Hon, Minister of Communi=
cations referred to the closing down of Monymusk Factory
on account of technological changes, The Government did not
give any money to build the Deep Water Harbour....e...

Hon, R, G. MAPP: Mr, Speaker,.eecese
Mr. WALCOTT: The hon. member cannot at this stage..
Hon, R, G, MAPP; Sit down,

Mr, WALCOTT: The hon. member cannot tellme to sit
down; whom do you think you are talking to?

Hon, R, G. MAPP: On a point of order,

Mr. SPEAKER: A point of order has been claimed.

Mr, WALCOTT: The hon., member cannot get up in.
here and tell somebody to sit down, I am in here as an .

equal; he has to look for somebody to whom he is paying
money and tell him to sit down.

Mr, SPEAKER: The Hon, Minister did not mentién at
first that he had risen on a point of order; he addressed
the Speaker and it is not for one hon, member to tell another
hon, member to sit down., However, now that there is less
heat being generated, I will listen to the Hon, Minister’s
point of order.

Hon. R. G, MAPP: Mr, Speaker, Inever said, inferred
or in any way gave the impression that Monymusk was
something like the Deep Water Harbour, I said that this
problem is one which obtains throughout the area. I said
that .in Jamaica two thousand workers were displaced be-

cause of technological changes in the Monymusk Factory and .

the same thing obtains in the Oilfields in Trinidad, I never
used the construction of the Deep Water Harbour as com~
pared with Monymusk F actory.

Mr, WALCOTT: The hon, member is on the defensive
about the Deep Water Harbour. I went further in my open~-
ing remarks and I said that we will have more unemploy=-
ment in Barbados as a result of the closing down of sugar
factories; that will continue whether we like it or not, There

are two sugar factories which Iknow of at least in that con~ ,

nection, We cannot go on producing 180,000 tons of sugar
with 19 sugar factories with the technological change of
grinding canes at so much per hour. We do not need 19
sugar factories to do that, You do not want to have a fac~
tory just crushing canes and getting nothing out of it, As

-
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to all the canes which are being ground in Barbados now, ' wrong I would like an announcement to be made from the

the amount is ground at one sugar factory in Trinidad;
and in Cuba the sugar crop of Barbados is ground in one
week,

3,35 pJm,

1 am not here talking about technological changes, because
since 1950 we passed a Resolution in British Guiana saying
that for good wages and a good standard of living to take
place in the sugar industry, people must accept technolo~
gical changes. As soon as you want to have a hoe and bas=
ket, you must get a low standard of living, The plantation
system would never be in Barbados if wedid not have slav=~
ery, There is no plantation system in Europe because
slavery was abolished long ago. The plantation system is
the product of cheap labour, You could not break up plan=
tations and turn them into farms unless you are going to
grow gully=root and let people drink gully=root tea or grow
spices. When you come to the modern Western standard of
living, you have to rationalise the economy on the basis
that you have different facets in it,

Mr. Speaker, the hon, member referred to Monymusk
in referring to technological changes, The Deep Water Har~
bour is not atechnological change nor is it automation; it is
a national project which aims at something completely dif=
ferent, The shipment of sugar is not a technological change;
bringing a ship alongside the Harbour is not a technologi~
cal change; so do not be idiots, It is when you change a
winch in a hatch that you get a technological change, Once
there was a man cranking up the winch in a hatch, but to-
day he sits and presses a lever, Technological change is
not having one conductor where you formerly had two or
lining up a bus on a particular sideof the road. A different
economy is taking place in the Harbour, but we are not
protesting that, Do you believe that in thisday and age any=~
body can come and say we do not need a Deep Water Har-
bour? Do you think we wantto be like St, Vincent where you
see men in a piece of pants wading through water with bags
of sugar? Do you expect me to say that Barbados does not
need a Deep Water Harbour or that we should not compete
with Mr, Joshua in St, Vincent? The water there is too shal-
low for a ship to come alongside the Wharf and the water
is too deep for the men and sometimes a man disappears!

Mr. Speaker, we agree with having a Deep Water Har-
bour because it is necessary, but as a consequence of the
building of the Deep Water Harbour, ithas produced unem-
ployment, Why should we salve our consciences hecause
we. agree to have a Displacement Allowance Bill to give
these people money? The hon, member talked about the
Five-Year Development Plan, but he was not here to hear
what this lady, Miss Bethel, said about the F ive~Year Plan,
She said that it had no intensive work in it; but the Minister
has come back and talked about 10,000 jobs. The Minister
cannot count if he says that they have created 10,000 jobs
in five years, because that would mean a capital investment
of $96 million and Barbados had notgot it. Your population 1
figures have shown that you are lying when you say you have
created 10,000 jobs because you had 82,000 jobs in 1949
and now youhave 84,000 and your population is 27,000 more.
These are undeniable facts for everybody to see,

The Government does not know, Mr, Speaker, that the
employment in Barbados has fallen and not risen. When
you take the number of people employed in Barbados with
a smaller population and take the number of people employ~
ed now with a larger population, the percentage will show
a drop because your labour force has increased, What has
increased is not the employment force but the unemploy=
ment force, because the unemployment force has gone from
25,000 to 35,000; so that is what has gone up 10,000,

Now, Mr, Speaker, I want to put in this copy of the
Beacon for the 22nd July; I am challenging that somebody
from ‘‘The Beacon' and more especially the Minister of
Communications has taken a verbatim account of the re-
cords of this House and published it in ‘“The Beacon’® of
22nd July, I am putting it in so that the Clerk can check
it with the records hehas in the House of the debates which
have taken place. I saythat because the Ministers have been
trying in this House to use undue influence not only in their
own positions in Government but inother places in thinking
that they have special privileges unto themselves, If I am

floor of this House, There was no Reporter from *‘The
Beacon' newspaper in this House on the 11th July, and
what has been published in their paper has not been pub-
lished in any other paper in the island, I would therefore
like to have this checked from Hansard.

1 made that point, Mr, Speaker, because when it comes
to the privileges of this House, as I said, we are entering
independence, and there are some Ministers who would do
anything to get something over members in this House poli~
tically; they have no compunction about doing it, I am pre=~
pared to say things not only in here but outside, because I
do not want any special privilege. Iheard the Minister talk
about losing an election; his friends in St, Lucia lost an
election, I know I am not going to lose any election for tell-
ing a man something I know. X the judge says that I should
not call a man a thief, I would say he is twice a thief; you
cannot tell a man these things unless you know they are
true, That is why I want that paper to be examined,

The Minister wasted the time of the House by talking
about the Five Year Plan. The same Minister takes papers
that are given to them in confidence and carries them to
“The Beacon", (Mr. TUDOR: Shame{}You would take State
secrets and do anything with them, because if these things
are circularised to youconfidentially and you cangive them
to the people at *‘The Beacon'’, what kind of business isthat?

Now, Mr, Speaker, Ihave made my positionquite clear.
I had to reply to some of the statements made by members,
As 1 said, I do not think the hon, junior member for St,
Joseph was serious in his condemnation, I do not believe
that he is sure yet where he is going to land; so I do not
know if it was a reinstatement speech. It was neither against
or for; he was like Pilate,
3.45 p.m.
I can understand his predicament.

Mr, Speaker, I think I have answered all the points, I
think I have made it clear about the 10,000 jobs which Gov-
Government says it has filled and the 40,000 jobs which
would be established by a capitalisation of $384 million,
Now, the Hon, Minister of Communications quoted the Beas=~
ley Report, but there is nothing in the Beasley Report which
is applicable to this because thatwas afiscal survey and it
had nothing to do with unemployment nor withpeople being
displaced, You do not need aneconomist to find work for
people, The Hon, Minister of Communications should have
quoted the Cumper Report because that Reportgives a sor=
did picture of the Barbados situation as regards unemploy=
ment,

The hon, junior member for St, Josephmade some re~
ference about Sandy Lane, He said that workers at Sandy
Lane came to him and he was surprised to hear from them
that they did not receive any severance pay: 1 will tell the
hon, member that the Trade Union along with the Sandy Lane
Company agreed that they would pay people an amount aris=
ing out of their displacement and the reason why they are
not paid yet is because the Barbados Sugar Producers’
Association and the Govermment are still discussing the
question of what the amount should be, I will also tell the
hon, member that as chief negotiator for the Workers Un=
ion, I am not coming out of a conference room until I get
what I feel is reasonable for the workers. There are cer-
tain things whi¢h we want and as a result of our not getting
an answer onthem, the discussions have not beén concluded.
Let me repeat that Iam not coming out of any meeting until
we are satisfied, We say that we want a certain amount of
money and we are not going to complete the agreement until
certain things are settled, The Government wanted to press
us into going down to the Harbour before anything was set-
tled and we said that we are not ready yet, We saw to it
that those who were going to work there didnot go until
everything was settled. You have over 1,000 workers dis~-
placed as a result of it, Every Minister warits to be re=
elected; but for the displaced workers there is no coming
back., They have got to the point of no return, Are they entit=-
led to work in Barbados or must they look for work in
Trinidad, the Capital of the West Indies Federation? I re-
peat, the owners of Sandy Lane Factoryhave agreed to pay
displacement allowance to the workers. That factory was
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sold out; therefore, there is nothing which the Government
has to pay; Sandy Lane has. to pay, We have an agreement
where if you sell your factory, youhaveto pay the workers
displacement allowance, If youhave a technological change,
thereby putting people out of employment, you must pay a
displacement allowance to those workers,

The produce porters received $250,000 from the Sugar
Producers which the Government did not know anything
about, The employers had to pay this amount to the workers
for the sugar which was exported ex-Wharf, The Minister
need not tell me anything about West Africa, I have a friend
there, He need not tell me that Ido not know about techno~
logical things, Do not come and tell me that you did not go
and ask the employers to pay. Ten years ago we found out
that sugar was going out of the island ex=Wharf and we
fought it: and on account of that, the produce porters re=~
ceived $250,000 which the employers had to pay to them.
Are you telling me, Frank Walcott, what Ihave to do? What
does the Government boast about in this country? It is a
fact that the Trade Union has got wages for workers up to
a point in this island, and as a result the spending power
of the people has increased, The credit which the Govern=
ment gets as a result of that they take it unto themselves,
The Hon, Minister of Trade said what he did for workers,
Where has he ever satdown andgot one penny for workers?
Where has he sat down and negotiated for one cent for a
worker in Barbados? They sit down and take the credit,
We have read of the wages whichwere received by workers
when the Government sent them to St, Kitts, They sent peo-
ple to cut canes atarateof $1,15 per ton when it was $1.25
over here, That is what we of the Union got for the workers;
therefore, if the hon. junior member for St. Joseph was
shocked to hear that the workers of Sandy Lane had not yet
received any allowance, Ihope from what I have told him
now that he would be revived from the shock,

Mr, Speaker, I think I have done myduty to these dis=
placed workers, They come to me everyday and I feel that
something should be done for them, I must thank the hon.
senior member for Christ Church for the ideas which he
has given on this matter and Imust thank those hon, mem=
bers who have spoken on this Resolution, As I said at the
beginning, the Resoiution cannot be taken as apolitical re=-
solution because, so far as I am concerned, I happen to be
one of the representatives for the parish of St, Peter and
I do not know what special thing thereis in this Resolution
for the people of St, Peter, What Iknow is that what is good
for anypartofthe island is good for the whole island, I can=~
not see in this age, with the cost of living being what it is,
how any Government can say that with 1,017 people being
put out of work it is not a matter for the Government to
find work for them, When you put 1,017 out of work, that is
a matter which would affect some 6,000 people. It means
that there are 6,000 people who would wake up tomorrow
morning without bread, This Resolution is for the purpose
of asking the Government to provide a work programme
which the Government has not done for these people,

1 have much pleasure in moving the passing of this
resolution,

The question that the Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the negative, the House dividing
as follows:—

AYES:; Messrs, WALCOTT, GODDARD, CORBIN,

BRANCKER, TALMA, BARROW, CRAWFORD, and TU~
DOR = 8

NOES: Mr, BRYAN, Hon'bles Dr, H, G, H, CUMMINS,
M, E, COX: D,D,GARNER, R, G.MAPP: L, StA, THORNE,
Messrs., SEARLES, STRAUGHN and SMITH =~ 9
3.55 p.m,

Mr, SPEAKER: The question has been resolved in the
negative, eight hon, members voting ‘‘Aye'*, and nine hen,
members **No*’, I think the *‘Ayes* have it,

RESOLUTION re INVESTIGATION INTO ALL PHASES
OF THE SUGAR INDUSTRY

Mr, SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day under Pri-
vate Members' Business is to resume debateona Resolu=

tion relative to an exhaustive investigation into all phases
of the Sugar Industry in Barbados by the Sugar Enquiry
Commission under the Chairmanship of Mr, Carl Golden~
berg. On the last occasion, the Hon, Minister of Trade, In~
dustry and Labour was speaking,

Hon, M, E. COX: Mr, Speaker, on the last occasion
when this matter was under discussion, Ithink I was making
the point relative to the second part of this Resolution
which reads as follows:~

“BE IT RESOLVED that the Government take stepsto
invite the Sugar Enquiry Commission under the Chairman-
ship of Mr, H. Carl Goldenberg, Canadian economist=law=
yer, which recently enquired into the sugar industryof Ja=
maica, with such excellent results for the workers and cane
farmers, to undertake a most exhaustive investigation into
all phases of the sugar industry in Barbados**

At this stage, Mr. DI'PUTY SPFAKER took the

Chair,

Hon, M, E. COX: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Iwas referring
to the second part of the Resolution as moved by the hon.
senior member for St, Philip. The firstpartof the Resolu=-
tion states that the future of the sugar industry is uncertain
and there is therefore urgent need to place every phase of
its operation on the most rational basis, As I said, the hon,
member refers to the uncertainty of the sugar industry. 1
was making that point that that was rather strange to us
when there is a guaranteed price for a high percentage of
the sugar surplus =~ and also, as hon, members will know,
that every year there are negotiations goingonwith a view
to seeing whether or not the costof the production of sugar
has been increased, and if so,toallowfor that increase, In
addition to that, another year has been addedto the Agree~
ment, In other words, if the Agreement is for five or six
years, every year in which you negotiate, you add another
year, therefore, at least in advance, the producing coun-
tries canrely on a seven-year period within which they
can produce their crop and be assured of a market and
also of a reasonable price for a large percentage of the
exportable surplus, This is an Agreement which has been
reached by the Ministry of Food in Great Britain and the
Commonwealth sugar-producing area.

Mr, Deputy Speaker, 1 think lam correctin saying that
this is as a result of the pressure brought to bear on the
British Government by the sugar-producing areas including
the West Indies in 1953 when the present Prime Minister of
the West Indies with the present Premier of Barbados went
up to England with others of the West Indian islands. That
delegation included Sir Archibald Cuke, They made a strong
case for the protection of the sugar industry and of the va-
rious territories which produce that sugar. I saw demon=
strations in London where Londoners carried placards
bringing pressure to bear on the Ministry of Food to consi=
der the plight of the people of these sugar-producing areas.
As a result of all that, the Agreement was reached, I have a
copy of that Agreement in 1953; I1am afraid, however, that I
have not got that copy withme because I did not expect that
we would reach this itern today. Inany case, at the Confer-
ence it was made quite clear that ample protection was to be
given to the people of the sugar=producing areas, So much
so, that when the Ministry of Food reported to the House of
Commons = allof that is reported in the book which 1 have =
the representatives of the sugar-producing countries in=
cluding the West Indies went back thoroughly satisfied with
the arrangement which had been made. F romthenon there
has been absolutely no difficulty experienced by any of the
sugar=producing areas in getting the British Government to
honour the Agreement whichwas reached in 1953, As 1 said,
we have a guarantee that the British Government will take
70% or 80% of the exportable surplusof sugar and in addi-
tion to that, the sugar will be taken at a price which is
above the world price,

4,05 peme

Mr, Deputy Speaker, if the hon, member who sponsors
this motion knows of any change = as no doubt sometimes
he happens to know things that are unknown to the wisest in
the world - I am sure thatmemberswill agree with me that
he has not up to now made onepoint or revealed one of the
changes that he knows during the course of this debate.

=

—_,

""




808

He has not pointed out any change to us, having said how
doubtful and uncertain the sugar industry is, He has not
said, for example, that the British Government after this
year is not prepared to purchase sugar at the negotiated
price, but rather at the world price. He has not said any~
thing whatsoever to satisfy us that there is any uncertainty
as far as the sugar industry is concerned,

What perhaps the member could have said which might
have been acceptable is that owing tothe drought which we
were experiencing, we may not get as many tons of sugar
as we got last year or this year, Before the rains came
last month and perhaps late in June, we would all agree
that the prospects were that our crop might not be as good
as it was this year or last year, and if he had based this
argument on that premise, we could perhaps agree with him,
though not necessarily agreeing with the Resolution, be-
cause the Resolution would be completely out of place in
respect of the particular happenings since then, But the hon,
member said it was uncertain and therefore we must get
Goldenberg to come down here, Ithink Iam correct in say=-
ing that the GeneralSecretary of the Workers® Union boasts
of the powerful influence which he wields as a Unionist
upon the employers of this island, In the course of his
speech not long ago, he said that when the Union goes in
to negotiate the Union does not come out from behind those
doors until it gets what it wants,

As I mentioned already, Mr. Deputy Speaker, last year
when negotiations were carried on between the Union and the
Sugar Producers’ Association, the Union asked for 10%in~-
crease for the workers, but %% was offered and the Union
accepted it, X that is so, and if we accept the Union - and
I know they do on this occasion because they hope that the
Leader of the Union with his strained relationship towards
the Labour Party will throw his weight on that side, I am
going to tell them here and now that his weight will be
negligible in the set-up that is coming right now. As a
matter of fact, he will be asking somebody to put a little
weight on him, i he has all this weight as he claims, Mr,
Deputy Speaker, and if they admit and regard him as this
sole bargaining agent for the workers in the sugar indus-

try....'......

Mr, CRAWFORD: On a point of order, Mr, Deputy
Speaker, I should like the Minister to quote the instance
or the occasion on which any of us said, as he wants to
claim, that we recognise the Union as the sole bargaining
agency in this matter, or that we expect all this overpower=~
ing weight which the Union has,

Hon, M. E, COX: I thank the hon, member for that; it
shows that somebody is fooling somebody,

Mr, CRAWFORD: On a point of order, the hon, member
has not got to wait for meto say this, Just let him cast his
memory back to 1958 which is not so far away,

Hon, M, E, COX: I am glad the hon, member has said
what be has, 1 have heard, on several occasions since the
two of them have joined together inrecent years, members
from that side getting up and praising him as the sole bar-
gaining power with his vast knowledge of Trade Unionism
and all this sort of thing, representing the workers of
this island, If they want to deny it now, let them deny it,
Whether or not they regard it as such, I and this Govern~
ment regard the Union as the sole bargaining agency of the
workers of this island, because as far as I know, there is
no other Union, I think they have one on paper, but it does
not work on paper; we want practical work, Theorising is
quite all right, but more often than not we on this side do not
mind what people say; we mind what they do. To say that
you have a Union and are representing the people is all
well and good, but what have you done to convince the pub-
lic that you have a Union, to saythe least about represent=
ing people?

They have regarded, and we regard, the Barbados
Workers® Unifon as the sole bargaining agency of the work-
ers, despite the fact that youmayhave one or two people in
it today who would destroy the veryfoundations upon which
that Organisation was built, who would murder those pio-
neers and people who faced the brumt of the burden of the

early days when talking about organising people was regard=
ed in this island as treason, when a lot of people now talk~
ing about labour, socialism and all that sort of thing were the
stooges and sycophants of the wealthy, Those are the days
when some of us had courage enough although not having the
money or anything like that, and believed in justice, fair-

play and righteousness, and were able to go ahead and be
successful in our achievements, If you regard the Union as
the authoritative body of bargaining for better conditions
and better wages for workers, then you have to conclude
that since the Union has agreed, since youhave not got any
Union to bargain with anybody, and since youhave no power
in this House other than to filibuster and criticise whenever

you like, that what the Union did was done in the best faith
and in the best interest of the workers.

4,15 p.m,

You have to say that, Now, that is the position as far as
the agreements are concerned, Thoge are the agreements
reached between the two parties., I have not heard other
unionists or the Leader of the Union say at any time that
those conditions were not satisfactory to the Union; there-
fore, I have to conclude that the workers were satisfied
with the arrangement made at the time. If the workers
were satisfied, there is only one group which might be dis=
satisfied and that group would be the people who manufac=
ture and sell sugar, [ have notheard that they are dissatis~
fied either, As I have said, they have ample representation.
They have their sugar experts who go up to England every
year and discuss the agreement, They put figures to the
British people with a view to convincing the British people
as to the increased cost of production of sugar so that the
British people would make the necessary adjustment. They
come back and tell you that they got £3 per ton more or
such figure that meets the additional cost,

I know for a fact that the peasants are not satisfied,
but 1 am sure that the hon. member was not referring to
the peasants because his Resolution was too general, He
referred w the sugar industry. I know that the peasants
are dissatisfied because in many respects they havegot to
meet higher cost in sofar asthe reaping of their canes are
concerned, The costto themis higher than that to the large
sugar growers, It is so especially to those peasants who
grow canes in the hilly districts of St. Andrew, St, Joseph
and part of St. John where canes cannot be loaded on to the
lorry, but must be headed first, Iknow that cost of reaping
those canes is terrific as compared with the cost of reap=
ing in the low-lying level areas, I know that the peasants
have to pay extra because there is no production bonus
given on the one~acre and two-acre lots; therefore the pea-
sants are asked to pay agreater pricefor reaping and it is
a price which more than squares with that of production
bonus and the paying for loading and reaping of those canes,

As 1 have said, Mr, Deputy Speaker, no point whatso-
ever during the course of the debate did the hon, senior
member for St, Philip make in respect of this particular
point which I am now making: and as I said before, this is
one of the regular pre-election stunts that are used every
year that there is an election. The hon, member years ago
used to talk about emigration, Well, no longer can he fid=
dle with that question,

Mr, CRAWFORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I object to the
Hon, Minister's inanity, Ask him when and where I fiddled
with emigration. Ask him what contribution he made per=
sonally to get one single person out of the Istand, I also
object to the lying statement that every election year there
is some Resolution like this,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Does the bon, member mean
the remarks used just now?

Mr. CRAWFORD: Did you not hear?

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not know the remarks to
which the hon, member is objecting. I am ‘going to ask the
hon, member to repeat the remarks, I reallydo not know
them,

Hon, M, E. COX: I can assure Your Honour that they
are nothing unparliamentary.

]
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Mr, CRAWFORD: I never said that the remarks were
unparliamentary, I said that it was a lie. I object to his
saying: that I came in here and fiddled withieémigration,

o S

Hon, M. E. COX: 1 did not say that the hon, member
every election year came in here with a Resolution like
this, I said that this isone of the usual pre=-election stunts,
It is a fact because I know whenever there is an election
on, the hon, member was famous for going around and
telling people that they can get more wages, and 50 on,

Mr, CRAWFORD: I rise on a point of order, If the
hon, member does not understand what is happening in
this country, let Lim say so. Let him state one single
occasion on which I have ever suggested that agricultural
workers should get more money, that they did not get it,
Every single time that I have urged for more wages for
agricultural labourers, I have been borne out by investi~-
gations carried out by the Government into the matter. Up
to 1958 when I had a. meeting of agricultural workers in
Queen's Park, they were compelled to bring in Mr, Lewis
to investigate, and the agricultural labourers got more
money. The last time I brought a Resolution on the floor
of this House for sugar workers, the Government appointed
a Commiittee of Enquiry and the workers got the now famous
back pay to which the Government now wants to lay claim,
These are facts which would be proven and well docurnented
when I come to reply.

Hon, M, E. COX: The hon. member seems to have a
very short memory, I would like to go a little further and
say this, Not only, as he has said, when increases were
given to the people in the sugar industry that they got more
and it was due tothe factthat he urged the Government, but
he also wrote in his newspaper on severaloccasions about
the matter,

4,25 p.m,

Mr. CRAWFORD:; On a point of order. The Hon, Min=-
ister is only trying to spin out this debate because he has
something to say. I defy him or anybody like him to quote
a single paragraph of the statement which he has quoted,
Let hin bring it here in black and white and quote it,

Hon, M, E. COX: The hon, member is accusing me of
dragging on because I have nothing to say; it is he who is
dragging on, '

Mr, CRAWFORD: I am correcting his infamous, lying
remarks,

Hon, M, E, COX: If some of the people are dead, some
of them are still alive, Lknow what was said as regards the
hon, member speaking the truth, It is on record, However, 1
do not want to indulge in that sort of thing. What I am trying
to say is this; we, on this side, are keeping abreast of
things: in this island; and can the hon, member seriously
tell us, the Minister of Agriculture and all of us who are
concerned in the interest of this country, about the uncer=
tainty of the sugar industry and that therefore he had to
move the passing of this Resolution in this House?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is now 4.30 p.m. of the
clock, time for the resumption of Government Business.

BARBADCS MARKETING CORPORATION BILL

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: On the last occasion when
Government Business was under consideration, the hon,
junior member for St, Joseph was speaking on a Bill to
provide for the establishment of a Marketing Corporation
char_2d with the duty of improving the growing and mar=-
keting of produce and for matters incidental thereto or
connected therewith,

Mr, STRAUGHN: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I was speaking
on this Bill which has for its object the setting up of a
Marketing Corporation. I was trying to corroborate the
enthusiasm of the Minister (4SIDES) but now it seems as
if the Minister does not want me to support him, (Lcughs
ter) However, I was trying to corroborate the enthusiasm
of the Minister in the introduction of this Bill, I have made
a few nctes here and I will try to be brief in this matter,

1 am hopeful that this Bill, which has for its purpose the
setting up of a Marketing Corporatien, will do whatever
the Minister hopes it will do. I hope-that it will ensure the
encouragement of production in.this island; I hope it will
ensure that produce is available whenever it is needed
and some of it might be exported aswell. I was also saying
that it is a fact that the commercial interests did not assist
in any way in previous years in creating what might be
termed a climate for the co=-operative movement; condi=
tions in the island itself, however, do not seem to be con-
ducive to the work of co~operatives, and the commercial
interests would be in the export and import trade. It so
happens that the history of this kind of development, which
is now before us, would show that many of the projects
which, in other countries, might have been started to pro-
vide co=operative effort, had tobe introduced and stimulat=
ed by the Government. This is just another example; you
have any amowunt of literature to show that in other parts
of the world there are producers’® co-operatives, consumn«
ers’ co~operatives and whatever they may be; but it happens
that the soil in Barbados is not fertileenough for that sort
of thing to flourish, The Minister has introduced the Co=
operative Marketing Bill and he has high hopes for it; I do
hope that he will be able to realise all of these hopes. If
the Hon, Minister wants to have these things realised, I
have a few remarks to make about the practicability of
the scheme and I think it is right that I should make those
remarks to show that we appreciate some of the difficul-
ties in putting this Bill into practice,

In Clause 10 of this Bill it willbe seen that the Bill is
designed to stimulate, facilitate and improve the production,
marketing and processing of produce in the island, particu~
larly for the benefit of the producer, I think that it takes a
brave and able Minister to introduce a project like this and
to say precisely that he hopes to benefit the producer, I
know that the Hon, Minister is thinking of encouraging the
small producer and the small farmer and he is taking the
matter boldly, Also in Clause 11 of this Bill one of the Sub~
sections speaks about fixing and determining the grading of
produce, I hope that this project will so come into opera=
tion that we will see people engaged and taking a big inter~
est in agriculturaleconomics. if you are encour aging people
to produce and have this sort of organization, you would ex~
pect that this organization would determine certain stand-
ards of produce which will be of benefit to the community,
If you are thinking of standards, you must be sure that the
whole project is successful, and that you will come to the
assistance of the people who are trying toput it into opera=
tion,

It is not an easy thing to set up standards and be sure

that these standards will be maintained, If this is our inter=
est then we should try to see that it is maintained, If we
are hoping that this project will be successful, I want to
find out if the Hon., Minister visualises that at some time
or other we may have to subsidise aproject of this nature,
We do hope that this project will be self-supporting, but
there is the possibility that you may have to subsidise it,
If you are putting forward this project, you are going to
expect the producer to get a reasonable return for his in~
vestment, and you will be faced with a situation that if
you want to provide a reasonable return on the producer’s
investment, from the point of view of the consumer you
have to think in terms of the consumer not being fleeced.
4,35 pam, '
You are therefore holding the reins in the middle in that
conflict, the conflict of economics, as youare interested in
giving the best benefit to the producer. You know that you
do not want the consumer 1o be over-burdened with exorbi-
tant prices; therefore one must certainiy go carefully and
warily along, If it does reach a situation where one might
find that to keep encouraging the producer yet at the same
time the competition might be of such a nature from out=
side markets especially if you get customs union that you
have also to protect the consurner, youcan see, Mr, Deputy
Speaker, that there is a possibility of Government having
to subsidise a project of this sort.

There is another thing, Sir, that makes it more neces=
sary for us to pay very careful attention to the way you
want to operate and administer this Bill, because this Bill
also says that it is designed to make this Marketing Cor~
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poration the sole exporter of any produce of this sort, If
you are going to have a sole exporter and you want to give
the benefit to the producer, you must also remernber that
in the competitive market your prices at some time might
be uncompetitive and you might have to subsidice, It is a
possibility that these things may happen.

I heard the Minister refer, for instance, to the cab-
bages from Holland and he pointed out where some planters
or market gardeners in Barbados, now that they have plant-
ed their vegetables, found that member s of the commercial
community in Barbados have been ordering their cabbage
from Holland, That is just another example of the open
competition one has to face, The last figure I had from
Holland, a place to which I was closely attached, showed
that Holland was an agricultural community of more than

one million people unemployed, and therefore obviously be~

ing an agricultural community and having to protect them=
selves against the ravages of the sea ~ being in the Nether-
lands = they have to work very hard on agricultural pro=-
duce and gear thernselves for world-wide competition in this
business; so do not be surprised in competing against

places like Holland and Denmark that you want to handle .

your produce internally, because that is a difficulty which
you will have in competing with those countries who have so
geared themselves sohighly to fit into the world competitive
market so far as agriculture and produce is concerned,

When the Hon, Minister mentioned that he knows that
marketing is a scientific occupation and that we have been
taking it too casually formerly, he is quite right, Producers
have to organise themselves in a scientific manner, and so
you have w study marketing in the same manner. I had
some acquaintance, as I said, with the oil industry, and 1
know that the producers, refiners and marketers get to=
gether all the time in top-level conferences to see how
they can co-ordinate their activities, Marketing in thatpar=
ticular field is one of the highest of high sciences, and even
though it is a highly organised business like the oil indus=
try, they know at times that they find themselves having to
compete in the American market with produce that comes
from the Middle East where because of the low standard
they have been able to land crude oil in the American soil
at a cheaper rate than is produced in America itself, We
are going to face the possibility, therefore, of the same
kind of top-level and throat-cutting competition when it
comes to the marketing of our produce with places over~
seas.

Mr, Deputy Speaker, Ithink we have to give all possible
encouragement to projects of this sort, but wehave to face
the realities of the situation, You have to produce enough
to make it worthwhile to make people continue producing,
and at the same time youhave to be sure that your produce
can stand all possible competition from all sources at near=
ly all times, ¥ you find you are falling down on that, then a
Government subsidy should be given to these people, It is
necessary to do that in order to prime the economic pump
of the country involved, Those are problems we have to
face, and as I mentioned casually just now, if Montserrat,
for instance, is improving on its market gardening of to=
matoes, if we get customs union, we can expect and we
have to understand that we have tofacethat competition as
well, It is going to work bothways. If we ge: the advantage
of exporting any produce in the West Indies, obviously they
must have the same advantage of exporting here; so while
this Bill is designed as I understand itto stimulate, facili=
tate and improve the production, marketing and processing
of produce in this island particularly for the benefit of
the producer needs our encouragement, we must be willing
to face certain possible realities of the situation,

I think the Minister must have taken notes of these
things even before he introduced the Bill, Mr, Deputy
Speaker, and I believe it is a bold act on his part knowing
that at some time or other it must be done, and the rea-
son is because of a statement I made at the beginning of
my address that we cannot get away from it. We live in an
age of organisational pressure, and just because the com~
mercial community has found out that it has to organise
on its own, its members did that in order to cut down the
cost of operation and get more profits,

———— e ——

At the time when the Sugar Producers in Barbados
organised, it was not necessarily for their survival; it was
for the improvement of their luxury; but private enterprise
has a way of gauging its standards much differently from
Government. Private industry considers that when a cer-
tain percentage of their profits drop, itistime to organise
and check, They do not wait until they lose money in the
same sense as Government operates a deficit. Privateen=
terprise sets a certain standard or acertainpercentage of
profits they want, and if they drop one percent below the
profits they have in mind, they consider it time to do some=
thing about it, whereas Government finds themselves wait=
ing until they are operating on anoperationaldeficit to see
that something is lacking, In many respects, therefore, you
will find that in providing profits or cutting down costs pri=
vate enterprise is always in advance of Government, They
do it because it is their business; but as Governmment do not
operate on a profit, you will find them slower to do these
things. Nevertheless, these things have to be done and here
is Government stimulating them, Compared withother parts
of the world, private enterprise has stimulated and made
their own co=operative schemes; and if therefore you are
living under these organisational pressures, youfind your=
self responding to them. As I mentioned earlier, this very
week Great Britain was talking aboutentry to the Common
Market, though with a lot of strings attached, but neverthe~
less the crganisational pressure is there,

4,45 p.m,

We are just now trying to develop ourselves internally
and we can only do it on the basis of proper internal or-
ganisation, It goes for all units concerned, If you want to de~
velop yourselves in any phase at all, youhave to do it with
proper organisations, whether it is political, as parties
are; whether it is economical, as commercial interests
are; or whether it is onthe wider basis of political federa«
tion. Whatever it may be, you have to do it on the basis of
proper organisation,

It is because of that that I am quite willing to lend my
support to this effect. I do not believe, neither can it be,
the ultimate relief or the panacea; but it is certainly one
of the bases on which the economyofour country is based,
This is a Bill which should commend itself to us in prin=
ciple, we knowing full well that even though we are going
into it, it has certain practical difficulties which must be
faced because they cannot be offset, I am willing to com~
mend the Bill to all and hope it would get general support,

Mr, GODDARD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Iheartily support
this Bill because it seeks to strengthen the economy of the
island, It seeks to encourage the growing of vegetables, the
production and marketing of fruit, vegetables and other
praedial produce and by so doing we would produce more
for ourselves, so that we may be less dependent on things
from overseas, I am strongly in agreement with that, It is
a bold step; it is quite a large step; and as I see, it also
sets up an organisation which I hope willbe of well chosen
people to run it, people who understand how to operate the
cold storage which is to be put up,

It encompasses quite a large facet of the activities
for producing focd in Barbados. We have been for a long
time condemning each other for not establishing suitable
marketing conditions for Barbados so as to encourage the
growing of more local vegetables. The Hon, Minister of
Agriculture in introducing this Bfll did not pay heed to one
of the great deterrents why more produce is not grown, I
mean as regards greenvegetables, It is praedial larceny, It
is no use an agriculturist growing cabbages if tomorrow
night someone is going to move in on him and take away
the whole lot so that his labour is lost, That is one of the
great deterrents in Barbados from people not growing
more vegetables, but that is something to be dealt with at
another level, - '

The Hon, Minister spoke of merchants not.co-operating
to the extent of buying more local vegetables but were con=
tent to depend on the importation of foreign produce, He
must remember that businesses have a duty to the consum-
ers and if rnerchants can find a cheaper produce overseas,
it is their duty to buy it and sell it to the public, Who can
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buy today tomatoes at 72 cents per pound? That is the price
in Barbados today, Why are not more tomatoes available
today? The price is 72 cents a pound in my store, Cabbage
is sold at 45 cents per pound. Encouragement must come
from Government and now that youare setting up this mar-
keting corporation, you must also decide to underwritethe
producers of vegetables and say to them: *if you produce
your cabbage we will guarantee you so much per pound as
the minimum,"*

You are going to have a cold storage and you can adjust
that, If you find that you are getting too many cabbages, you
must still agree to buy them and find a market overseas
for them after selling all youcanlocally, If you wish to en=
courage the production of growing string beans, you must
say to the producers: ‘*‘We guarantee youa minimum price
of say 14 cents and 15 cents a pound, Bring all you can and
we will buy them,*" It is your duty and the duty of the Mar=-
keting Board to set up distributing centres throughout the
island or through local dealers, and what you cannot con=
sume locally, sell through anexport market; but if you have
the idea that you are going to protect the producers in Bar-
bados by excluding or putting a punitive tariff on overseas
produce coming in this country, be prepared to subsidise,

If our people cannot grow cabbages to sell at 30 cents
a pound, then something is wrong with them, Cabbage can=
not come into this Island from Holland, after paying a
freight rate of about six cents a pound and then another
four or five cents a pound duty here, and be sold at a price
per pound cheaper than what is produced locally, I do not
know if cabbage growers here can get over the hurdle of
that nine cents per pound. I am not saying that we cannot
produce more, but it is for the Marketing Corporation to
go into all these facets and find out why it is costing so
much, When you get a glut of cabbage and beans here, it is
because you do not know what the other fellow is growing,
You find that everybody is growing cabbage at the same
time and because of that there willbe a glut on the market
and there is a limited market, Also if you can sell cabbage
20 cents a pound to the consumer, you can sell ten times
as much; but when youtake the priceto 45 cents per pound,
the price restricts the selling of it,

1 commend the Government for its start inthis respect,
1 see from the Bill that they are making provision for the
growing of produce to export, That is another very impor=
tant function to which proper care must be given because
one exporter can ruin the market for all the rest. If there
is no standard, he may grow carrots, say about two inches
long, and very thin, and send them abroad and that would
ruin the export market and you will find that when another
person who has lovely carrots tries to export them, he will
be denied that market because of what was sent before, The
Marketing Corporation will have to determine the type of
produce which you should send overseas, You must always
remember that business people want to find a source of
supply and no businessman would want to import cabbage
from outside if he can find a ready supply every morning
for his shop of the local produce,
4,55 p,m.
Preference will always be given to local produce because
the businessman will have to put up so much credit; he will
not have to expend so much in inventories; he could buy
two hundred pounds of cabbage every day. This Bill will
meet the approval of Barbadians but Ihope that we will see
a revolution of growing crops here. Fromthe point of view
of wourists, it is an amazing thing to find that we have to
market so much of the produce which could be used in our
hotels and in our homes.

The Corporation will have to be very businesslike in
its operation, This is not anything on which you could lose
money, but it is something on which the Government will
have to spend money. The first thing which the Corporation
will have to do is to guarantee a minimum price to all pro=
ducers; then you canput up your organisation and sell, This
idea is nothing new; it originated with people like Mr, Henry
Arthur and Dr, O'Neale who were responsible for putting a
duty which exists today onbeets and carrots, but that is not
enough to encourage the growing of vegetables here, 1 do
hope that the incentives will remain and that they will be

—— T ———

great enough to encourage a bigextension inthe growing of
vegetables; however you will have to amend the law relating
to praedial larceny. I am saying that the punishment for
praedial larceny will have to be greater than it is now,
There are many people who refuse to grow cabbages and
other things in their backyards for fear that someone will
take them away and their labour and sweat will be all lost.

Flying fish should be marketed overseas, but they must
be sent away in a good condition. One bad export to New
York will ruin the market for a very long time, Standards
should be adhered to. (Hon., D. D, GARNER: What about
rum?) Well, I wonder if the Minister will include rum in
the produce, However, the items are listed here in this
Bill and I commend the Government for this measure, but
it must be dealt with in the right way. The merchants will
seek the cheapest source of supply for the consumers who
are their customers; that will always be so; that will re=
main the criterion of any business,

Mr, TALMA: Like the hon. member who has just sat
down, I would like to commend the Government for this
venture in the establishment of this Corporation, It is a
bold venture which the Minister is taking; ithas many pit=
falls but it is very timely withthe world situation as it is.,
With Mr, Khrushchev in his threatening moods, no scien=
tific adviser of the Department of Science and Agriculture
could be heard to say that these commodities are easily
available, the prices are low and attractive and that a
scheme of this nature will necessarily fail or be difficult
to implement, During the war years a scheme of this na-
ture would be even more successful than in peace time in
a certain way; in peace time these commodities are easily
available and in the case of milk and other commodities
you can get them at more attractive prices than the milk
locally produced. I am glad to see that the Minister is mak=
ing his every effort in this matter and I wish him all suc=
cess with this Bill in that it will boost the economy of the
island and assist the small peasant or farmer whom many
of us claim to represent,

The establishment of a Marketing Corporation is
nothing new; something similar to this was attempted about
25 years ago although such a Bill was not passed, It all
originated with Mr, Tom Phillips, Mr, Henry Arthur, Mr,
Mec.Intosh and Dr. Saint; it functioned at various points in
this town, The last place it functioned was at Marhill
Street, but it all failed for the very good reason that this
scheme which is now before us may fail, unless advice is
taken and incentive and inducement given to the small pea~
sant to grow these vegetables and crops. In other. words,
unless a guaranteed minimum price is held out o these
producers, the Bill has not got the necessary incentive to
it. Nowhere in this Bill does the Marketing Corporation
appear to offer any guaranteed price for theseproducts, In
Clause 11 of this Bill, reference is made to the matter of
entering into contracts for the purchase and sale of pro=
duce upon such terms and conditions as the Corporation
may think fit, I want to say that unless this Bill gives the
Corporation a right to offer and pay a guaranteed price for
these products at this stage, the Bill will be an empty one in
many respects and the absence of this inducement may bring
the death knell of the Bill. The absence of a gnaranteed
price for these products may kill the efforts and plans of
the Minister,

We have to remember that in the past the average
peasant has been encouraged to grow canes in that he can
get payment for his canes in a lump sum in his hands, He
is given a negotiated price inthe guaranteed price of sugar
and, like that, a person who grows his canes is given the
necessary incentive and inducement toplant them, As1 say,
when the peasant grow his canes and is able to reap them,
he gets a lumpsumof money inhis hand at one time; where-
as, in the case of vegetables and crops he can never see a
Iumpsum of money in his hands so that he can repair his
chattel house or pay the school fees for his children,
5,05 p.m,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, you are aware of what I am say~
ing because you represent a rural constituency yourself,
As against that, the Minister has to think of the inducement
or incentive to cause the small farmer or peasant with

P




807

== e — """

half an acre, anacreor afive acre lot, as the case may be,
1o turn aside from plaring as much cane as he does today
and devote more to vegetable gardening, How canthe Min-
ister or the Marketing Corporation expect to induce the pea-
sant farmer to plant more vegetable crops unless he is
given a minimum guaranteed price for his crops, whether
they be cabbage, tomatoes, carrots, eddoes, yams, potatoes,
lettuce or whatever it maybe? Hehasto be given a guaran~
teed price and unless you start there, I am afraid the Bill
would be an empty Bill and this high~sounding Corporation
will end as a total failure and sink the Government a few
thousand dollars, because it has power to borrow money
and there is no limitation as to the amount of money which
the Marketing Corporation can borrow, They can borrow
any amount of money to pay its liabilities and obligations
subject to the approval of the Governor-in-Executive Com-
mittee,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, there are no limitations as such
set out in the body of the Bill which limits the borrowing
powers of the Corporation, and I am saying that that is not
good enough, If you want to give full=hearted support to this
Bill, you should come out in the open and say that the Cor=
poration can borrow $1 million and no more in order to
pay a guaranteed price for the vegetables which they buy
from the various producers, whether they be peasant or
planter, and to see after the exportationof the surplus after
the need of the Jocal consumer shallbemet, To come here
and leave it just blank that the Corporation has power to
borrow an unlimited amount, let us hope that the unlimited
amount may not run into $2 million or $3 million, or at
least 1 1/2 million as another Organisation which the Gov=~
ernment is still running, which is doing good business, but
which is very costly to the Government and to the country.

In introducing this Bill the Minister was very aggres-
sive, For once he has a verygood Bill with this one excep~
tion of the guaranteed price. The Bill is very well drafted
and for a Marketing Corporation set up in the proper way
with all the functions, duties, powers and everything, it is
perfectly in order. I compliment the draftsman who drew
it up. In introducing the Bill the Minister seemed to treat
that matter as though it is something which has just started,
Let himtell the House that for years as 1 said a few minutes
ago = and the hon. junior member for Christ Church
touched on it = attempts have been made and on one occa-
sion it was actually started; but apart fromthat start which
was made and did not last long, there were many other at=-
tempts and many other Committees and investigations which
took place on the establishment of this Marketing Corpora=
tion, The hon, senior member for St, Peter, the Trade
Union Leader, as a semi-Minister sat onaCommittee and
I think he was Chairman for along time, just as he was on
the Committee of the Land Tenure Act, Inlike manner, the
same hon, member, who was a semi~Minister inthe semi=
Ministerial set-up prior to full Ministerial Government as
such, sat on a Committee to investigate this question and
to make certain recommendations on the establishment of
a Marketing Organisation, That was done in 1952 or even
before that., As a matter of fact, this has been going on
when 1 was a semi=Minister in 1947-48; itis an old matter
which has been going on for the lasttwenty-five years, but
the difficulty was that one Director would be in favour of it,
another Director would be against it and soon, I dealt with
it as a full Minister in 1954~55 and got it pushed on a little
further, but I compliment the Minister in bringing it to its
final phase,

Hon, D, D, GARNER: On apointof order, why does the
hon, member persist in that sort of idle chat? The hon,
member has no shame. What he is saying is absolutely
untrue, and 1 categorically deny what he is saying w ba
true, There is nothing on the file about any Marketing Cor=
poration Bill,

Mr, TALMA: 1did not say anything about 2 Marketing
Corporation Bill; I said, a Marketing Organisation, Thisis
just a Billtoestahlish a Marketing Organisation, and he has
brought a Marketing Corporation Bill, In other words, Mr,
Deputy Speaker, what I said about Mr. Henry Arthur 25
years ago is also untrue - that he = Dr, O'Neale and Mr,
Mclintosh had a Marketing Organisation. Anyhow 1am saying

that the question of the establishment of a Marketing Or=~
ganisation is nothing new; it is an old matter, but I compli-
ment the Minister for getting as far as this,

5.15 p.m,

He brought down a Bill called the Marketing Corporation
Bill and said that this is the firsttime the Marketing Cor=
poration Bill has got here: but I say that the Marketing Cor=-
poration is an old matwer, He wants to claim the field in
everything,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, in the past, great opposition was
always advanced whenever a compulsory order was being
enforced, In other words, during World War I1, the defence
measures included a provision that a certain percentage of
the arable land of a plantation had to be planted in food
crops, That percentage was at one time 1%%. It was re-=
duced during my time to 12%, of cour se, by gradual degrees
from what it was. I do not know whether the Hon, Minister
of Agriculture has carried the percentage back up, but I
know that the powers~that=be wanted to reduce it to even
less than 12%, Unless the compulsory order isenforced to
see that the percentage of land to be planted in food crops
is maintained, there would be no hope of making this Bill a
complete. success, I am hoping that the Hon, Minister would
look into that question and will also see to it that the per-
centage is not reduced. It hinges on the grow=-more-food
campaign.

While we are on that point, it would be a good thing if
the Hon, Minister of Agriculture would bear in mind that al=~
though the policy of the present Labour Government is
against the provision of a hot midday mealfor school chil=
dren, yet with the implementation of this plan and the set~
ting up of a proper Marketing Corporation and with depots
all over the Island, it would be a good thing to implement
the suggestion of a hot midday meal for school children
whereby the cabbages, the tomatoes, the carrots, the let-
tuce, the eddoes, yams, potatoes, and soon, which would be
grown would be utilised in feeding the children attending
those schools, In other words, what lam putting to the Hon,
Minister, is that before thinking of any exportation of to=
matoes, cabbage, carrots and soon, the childrenat present
attending the elementary schools are suffering mainly from
undernourishment: and if you are going to step up on your
food production, see that your own little children who are go=
ing to school and who are now getting a glass of milk and a
few biscuits, instead of getting that, get some of these cab=
bages, eddoes, yams and potatoes before you think of ex~
porting them, See that these children are served first, It is
alright for you to export, but seeto it that your stomach is
full before you export,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, when the Hon, Minister was speak=
ing, I listened toevery word he said; but he is now laughing
and getting on like a departmental hog, All his guttersnipe
tricks he has brought in here,

Hon, D, D, GARNER: I rise on a point of order, Mr,
Deputy Speaker. I would not ask him to withdraw that re=
mark because I take the proper channel, but I am surprised
to hear him say what he just said. All I said was ‘‘why,
therefore,’® When the hon. member is campaigning, the peo=
ple always say in respect of him *‘why, therefore." The hon,
member has no right saying what he said just now. All that
I said was ‘‘why, therefore.’* And he knowsthat is a slogan
on him from the time he was a member of the Congress
Party,

Mr, TALMA: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I am sorryfor that
remark I made. I beg to withdraw it because it does not
behove me to say it from my culture, It is going down to the
hon, member’s level,

Hon, D, D. GARNER: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Iriseona
point of order, He is making bad enough worse, because I
never said anything to make him use that remark, All 1
said was: ‘*Why, therefore.” And it is a slogin used on
him by people all over the island, What is he talking about
when he says that is going down to your level? The hon,
member can get in the gutter and I can get there too, The
hon. member can be high and I can get high too, We have
wintered and summered together.




Mr, TALMA: I beg to withdraw the alleged remarks
but I said it because I was under continuous provocation,

The' Minister of Agriculture would not allow me to speak,
If he does not want to listen to my speech and camnot ex=

ercise common politeness, well, he can go outside,

Sir, I have reached the stage whereIthrew out a sug~
gestion to the Government. I know the Government plans
for every five years. Imagine this Government has brought
down a Five=Year Plan which hon, membershave not seen,
It has appeared in the newspaper s but I have not bothered to
read it because I am entitled to an official copy. They are
attempting to commit future Governments to what they have
contained in their Five Year Plan, You can only make a
Five Year Plan after you have been elected.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon., member is now
straying,

Mr, TALMA: I am not straying, I am explaining, 1 am
making a suggestion that although it is against the policy
of the Government at present to provide a hot midday meal
for school children in that they sayitis too costly and ex~
pensive, now that they are setting up a Marketing Corpora-
tion under this Act, the Government willhave a golden op-
portunity to implement that suggestion, It is not what was
told to the Royal Commission in 1937 that the poor people
of this Island do not like milk, Theydid not like it because
they could not afford to buy it, That was given in evidence
by the late Dr, Hawkins who was a former member of this
Assembly. If a change is made in the Government and the
Party with which I am associated comes into power, you
can rest assured that that would be one of the first things
that vur Government would see carried out, Inother words,
we will see that the poor undernourished children are given
a square midday meal every day in every year,

5.25 pyn. .

That is how we will take full advantage of this Marketing
Corporation. We will see that all the children have access
to cabbages, tomatoes, lettuce, carrots and things that they
seldom see because their parents cannot afford to buy them,
The average cantonnier who is working for $13,20 a week
cannot afford to buy these things. He cannot buy cabbage at
48 cents a lb.; as-a matter of fact, very few members of
this House can afford to buy these thingsevery day, Prob=
ably the Ministers and one or two successful practitioners
can do that,

‘ Hon, D, D, GARNER: On a point of order. I wonder if
the hon, member used to buy these things when he was over
here,

Mr. TALMA: When you are a Minister, youcan afford
to buy these things, (Laughter) Is the Minister satisfied
now?

Hon, D. D. GARNER: Not yet.

Mr, TALMA: If you set up a Marketing Corporation and
put a lotof dunderheadsto run it, well it cannot be success~
ful, The Labour Party has the reputation that if you are not
ignorant they do not like youfor too long.(L aughter), Prob=
ably I can give you agoodexample in the hon, junior mem=
ber for St, Joseph. I am referring now to the management
of this Marketing Organisation and I am sayingthat unless
you have in that organisation men who have had experience,
men of know-how in these matters, men who can enthuse
peasants to bring in more crops = unless you have that
stimulating effect, the whole thing will be a failure, I see
that the Corporation will have power to pay out salaries
up to the amount of $400 a month without referring to the
Governc =-in=Executive Committee, Salaries of $400 a
month are fairly artractive and let us hope that we will not
have w0 many people at $380 a month because we do not
want this organisation to be a failure,

As 1 said at the beginning of my remarks, the Bill has
a great deal to commend it. I commend the Minister for
bringing down such a Bill; it is a solid piece of legislation
which will go a Jong way to help the small peasants provided
that a minimum guaranteed price is included and provided
also that the Marketing Corporation has the power to pay
that price for these commodities, Unless that is done, there

will be no inducement to the small peasant or farmer who
will find that it is more remunerative for him to plant canes
in that when he reaps his crop he gets a lumpsum in his
hand at one time; whereas when he plants vegetables he
gets his money in such small dribblets that he cannot see
what he is doing.

On the question of praediallarceny, Idonot agree with
the suggestion of my colleague, the hon. junior member for
Christ Church; I do not think that praedial larceny is on
such a wide scale in this colony as will kill this scheme. 1
do not see any reason why praedial larceny will kill this
scheme, As to my last point, I hope that this Bill will be
handled in a practical and businesslike way; Lhope that this
Marketing Organisation will be so handled under this Bill
which is now before us that it willnot turn out to be a mere
electioneering stunt like all of these Bills which are being
brought down to this House. I hope that this Bill will not
turn outto be a fiasco or any electioneering stunt like the
Domestic Employees Bill (Hon, M, E. COX: What is wrong
with the Domestic Employees Bill?) I hope that this Bill
will be made workable so that it will prove to be of prac-
tical benefit to the class of persons whom we have in mind,
I hope that the Bill will be amended; already the Bill needs
to be amended because the gist of it has been left out, I do
hope that this Bill will prove beneficial to the class of per=
sons who should benefit from it.

An hon, member has asked what is wrong with this
Bill; imagine a Minister asking what is wrong with this
Bill, I started off by saying that unless you have a guaran-
teed price for these commoditi€S,ese.e

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon, Minister did not ask
what is wrong about this Bill; he was asking what is wrong
about the Domestic Employees Bill to which Iwould not even
allow the hon, member to refer.

Hon, D, D. GARNER: I did not ask anything about the
Domestic Employees Bill,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: lam not referring to the Hon,
Minister.
5.35 p.m.,

Mr, TALMA: The Domestic Bill has no minimum wage.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Domestic Bill is not in
this.

Mr, TALMA; For similar reasons this Bill willprove
to be a fiasco and Thope the Other Place in its wisdom will
amend it as they amended the Domestic Bill after the
amendments were lost in here by the Opposition, When the
Other Place amended the Bill in a similar way, the amend~-
ments were accepted, and I am hoping that the Other Place
will see the wisdom to amend and insert a minimum guaran=-
teed price for these commodities which youwant the peas=
ants to grow, but for which you do not really hold out any
hope as to the money side. You do not tell them to plant
more because they will get a guaranteed price for their
crops; and unless you say that and have it inserted in the
Bill, then it will be a worthless Bill, a mere electioneering
stunt for which you may get afewmore hundred votes, but
it would be of no lasting benefit to the inhabitants of Bar~
bados, and no benefit whatever to theeconomy of this coun=-
try.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr, Deputy Speaker, the two hon,
members for Christ Church were very complimentary and
moderate to the Minister who introduced this Bill, but on
the other hand the Minister was very critical of both of
them, The hon, senior member for Christ Churchwas very
mild in supporting the Bill and I doubt very much whether
the Hon, Minister would have been somild if he were not a
Minister. If the hon, senior member for Christ Church says
that this Marketing Organisation was mooted for years and
has now come into being, there is nothing wrong with that
and the Minister should not take exception to what the mem-
ber has said. Whenever anybody says Government should do
something, they always say that they intendedtodo it, As I
have said so often, it is typicalof the boy who failed. When
he was asked ‘‘John, why didyouiail?'*, he said that just as
he was going to pass they stopped working,

o




Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Government is always going to
do what somebody says; but the Minister should know that
the question of a Marketing Organisation is nothing new. The
question of a milk project is nothing new. One of the prob-
lems of this island is that you have a plantation e¢onomy
which you have not yet broken, and until you can bréak the
back of the plantation economy, marketing for small far-
mers is always going to be a difficult job, If you do not know
that, it is aplainordinary statement, What plantation grows
anything other than sugar cane? You do not have a coffee
crop or a beet-root crop; so thatisthe problem, As I said

earlier, the plantation economy is wedded to slavery and -

low wages, and people are only given small plots of land on
which to squat, AMarketing Organisation therefore pre-
supposes small~scale farming; that is the type of Organi-
sation you are talking about within the context of the Bar-
bados economy,

When I heard the hon. member say that he will cormn=
pel plantations to do this, this could not be started to help
a plantation, The plantations do not need your help to grow
yams, potatoes, beets and so-on, What you have to do to get
the plantations is the reverse, The small farmer requires

your help but you will have to encourage the plantations to-

grow more. If you have an economy, you have to study it,
It does not matter to amanwhohas 200 acres or 300 acres
in canes if his other land is planted in yams and potatoes,
because his main acreage is going to produce the bulk of
his money, because sugar is the economy of Barbados, Bar=~
bados is not a small scale farmer’s economys; it is a-sugar
economy; so that is the big dog that is getting the morey,

Everybody agrees that you should diver sify your écon-
omy, and the economy of the market will force you to it, 1
would make a prophecy that Britain had to join the Com=
mon Market, otherwise she could not survive, Youcould not
live in England with the English Channel dividing you from
the rest of Europe and pretend you are not going to join the

Common Market, What would happen to the 117 million people

who are accustomed to wearing shoes? Youwill have to try
and get shoes on the Indian's feet. More shoes are sold to
the 117 million people in Europe thanin Africa with its 600
million people; so that is the economy they are living in, If
you are living in a shoes~and=-socks economy, do you ex=
pect somebody to walk about barefooted? We had a shoe
factory here which had to close downbecause a man bought

a pair of shoes in 1950 which did not go until 1959, What |

factory could get a job off him? i you are working at some
place where the articles manufactured last so long, where
would you get money to buy food? We have therefore to con=

cern ourselves w1th something which the people are con=

suming

" Now Iagree with the memberson this side of the House
and this is what I would like the Hon, Minister to under=
stand: the members on this side seem to have more intel=
ligence than the members over there, We do not vote against
something because you have brought it; but you vote against
your conscience. I heard the Prime Minister say that if
there was a question of expediency and conscience, he
would vote for conscience. Therewas acrabcalled a belly-
conscience. He must mean voting for one of those. You do
not have any conscience in politics, The hon, member must

know that if the Government brings something here which is |

worthwhile, nobody will vote ‘'no’to let somebody see they
are voting against it; but the Government votes ‘‘no’’
against anything we bring, because they seemtofeel that’ as
long as they did pot bring it, people will say they are voting
for something they did not think about.

Mr, Deputy Speaker, everybody has complimented the
Minister in bringing down this Marketing Organisation Bill,
and for coordinating years of activity, Iwould say however,
that 1 hope the Minister really and trulyhas the backing of
the community within the context of the producers. because
the Government as such has no land,

5,45 p.m,

* The Government is not as such the producer; the Gov=~
ernment is setting up an organisation for producers and it is

to be a sort of twin which the Government is aiming at, The-

Government on the one hand is appealing to large plantation

P
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owners to plant more produce and, on the other hand, the
Government intends to give encouragement to the small
producer by having a-ready market for his produce, The
small producers are already producing these things but not
on a common basis. All the fresh meat which Barbadians
eat cornes from cattle grown by the smaller people, Plan=
tation owners do not rear cattle, Youdepend on subsistence
through a man Reeping cows and goats and- on evenings
coining home -and grazing them, However, if the economy
of the agricultural worker was like the farmer in Europe,
we would have to import all our meat, Barbados depends on
the sort of economy in which the agricultural worker does
not count the time he puts into the thing. His is not a cash
capital investment; his is an investment of time and leisure.
On evenings he comes home from work at threée or four
o'clock., He'grazes his cow or sheep and if he is unable to
do so his childréen graze them, That is a three~hour exer-
cise which is not a capital expenditure. A man in business
will have to pay somebody to do lt.

wnat the Hon, Minister must bear inmind is that they
seem to have become affluent and not bound to other peo=
ple's frivolities. If they read a book on small=scale farm=~
ing, they will know that wherever you do something for
small=scale farming you have to provide price supports. I
heard the hon, member making this statement that if you
call upon a man to grow more food, you will have to pay
him an economic price for it. Let us take a man keeping
goars, Does he know what is an economic price for doing
that? Will he be able to work it out and bring a statement
of account to show you what should be the price it should
be sold per pound and what 1tcosth1m to rear. and so on?

I agree with the hon, senior member for Christ Church
that the Hon, Minister of Agriculture must, as a condition
precedent, see to it that not onlydo you guarantee giving a
minimum price but you must also be able to give the mini~
mum guarantee that you would buy any of the things which a
peasant has to sell, If you donotdo so, what is the point of
making people grow more food? Let us take milk for ex=
ample. The Minister must be able to tell anybody, even the
person who has one cow, that he will buy any milk he has
any time at so much per pint, Youmust be able to say that
you will take anything which amangrows at any time. That
is the sort of imagination which you must have. If you set
up a marketing organisation to depend on the whims and
fancies of the people, it would not work,

The Hoh., Minister must bear this in mind; Barbados
has been working on a sugar economy for very many vears,
The people who had been elected in this Chamber before
1944 were people who were bound up inthe sugar industry;
therefore, the protection that was given to sugar was given
by people who had the power to protect themselves, The
Hon, Minister thinks that those people thought differently,
Selfishness is still uppermost in the minds of men; there=
fore, they were protecting themselves. We have come to
this Chamber and have been put here by the small man;
therefore, we must look out to protect him, The reason why
this sort of thinking could not change before was because the
votes were not in here to change it, The Hon, Minister spoke
of 25 years ago and what happened at that time, The Peas=
ants Loan Bank was formed-at that time and I understand
that a man wasgiven a jobat the Peasants Loan Bank in the
hope that'the undertaking would fail. Amanwas sent by the
St. Michael’s Vestry to take up a job there hoping that the
thing would fail because it was only aquestion of an experl-
ment,

What the Hon, mester is introducing today is some~
thing to meet the feeds of thisgenerationin 1961, You say
that ‘'vou havé a problem of food and of growing your own
vegetables, Some years ago, you would not tell a woman
in St, Philip that to go out and buy a few breadfruits and
then walk to town with atrayonher head with those bread-
fruits to sell- them would riot be a profit to her. But that has
died out, It is different today, A little time before, you
would go to‘a field and $ee donkey carts waiting for the
people, hut today you meet more people with pickups, All
that old time thing has changed. Now, you have talked of
changing and you are going to create a marketing organi=~
sation, .
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According to the Bill, you say that no legislator should
be a member of the Board of the Marketing Corporation, I
would like to ask the Minister to explain why is that so,
How 1is it that because you are a legislator, you are a bad
man to serve on Boards? Why is it that because you are
elected a member of the House, you should not be put on
these Boards? I say again, you must not follow the tradi~
tions of England too closely. You must bear in mind that
in England youhave a lot of people in reserve who are capa=
ble of serving on Boards, It is an indication that people who
come forward here for legislative honours have an interest
in public Jife. It is true that some people temperamentally
are not suited 1o be members of the House of Assembly. To
be a member of this House of Assembly and one who can do
well in public life, you should be able to marshal your ar=
guments and you must be interested in things, Everybody is
not interested in things political, I do not like your saying
that any legislator should not have the right to serve on
these Boards, just because he isamember of this Assem-
bly. I do not like this sort of excuse, You can say such a
thing when it comes to a Board like the Public Service
Commission,

1 remember very well that the Government made one
big joke of it with the Transport Board when it was being
created, You found Government looking around for yarde
fowls to put on that Board and they put a man on that Board
who did not know *B" from bull fat, You put a gentleman
on that Board who only knew about a bus if it was coming
1o knock him down. There is a lot I am going to say about
that Board scon, but not in here, 1 know in my heart of
hearts that there are some people who are on Boards now
and who were appointed by members of this Government
and that if those same members of the Government had
their own money invested in those Boards, they would not
allow those persons to handle it,

5455 pom,

They would not pay one red cent, But you scratch my back
and I scratch yours, You are looking for your friends and
losing money,

It is a good thing when you have members who are in
business in the House. The hon. Introducer ofthis Bill gave
his experience as a businessman; he was very mild when he
was being attacked, The hon, member made a contribution,
You cannot have people shipping eggs which Jook like guinea
birds' eggs, other people shipping a good size egg and yet
others shipping eggs which look like sparrows' eggs; you
cannot have that sort of thing, When you come to export
these things, you cannot compel people to buy whatever size
article you have; you have to sell them what they require,

The hon, junior member for St, Joseph talked about
Holland, but when he talks about Denmark he must have a
second thought coming, Denmark is not a country where you
can talk about any high level of unemployment; the Scandi«
navian countries = Denmark, Norway and Sweden = have
one of the highest socialist systems and standards of living

in the world, When it comes to agricultural and small-scale .

farming, if you talk about co-operatives, it would be a good
thing if you were to send men from your Agricultural De~
partment to Sweden or Denmark and let them see what is
being done there. There is no question in my mind of our
ability to compete with these people, but if we are to com=
pete with them we must have extremely high standards.

I do not think: that the Hon, Minister in introducing this
Bill, has as its main purpose the question of anexport mar«
ket; he cannot concentrate on an export market while he is
not supplying the domestic needs, You cannot come with this
big talk telling people that they cannot import English Po=-
tatoes but that they must eat all sweet potatoes, It takes
m.re oil to cook a sweet potato than it takes to cook an
English potato, People cook from experience; if youare in
a hurry, you must know what canbe cooked in the quickest
possible time, That is why when you come to carbohydrate
diets, you know that if you have apint of rice, that will dry
down quickly; but that is not the case with yams, Yams
will take all the oil you can get to cook them, Some people
may only have fifty cents this afternoon to spend in cooking
and dO }'OU thlnknnooo

At this stage, Mr, SPEAKER resumed the Chair.

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, I was pointing out that if
you have yams and pippies you have to boil soup because
some of the water fromthe yams youwould get in the soup,
You are really drinking water with a little ingredients in it.
That is why you have to boil soup when you have potatoes
yam and breadfruit, But that is not the case with carrots,
My wife said that she bought a cucumber for 35 cents; well,
that is not for me because acucumber hastoo much water
in it, The water which is contained in a cucumber is too
great, unless you have diabetes where you have to drink
something which has not got any sugar init, The nutritious
value of one cucumber and a lemonade is not much dif-
ferent; the average poor man spends more money on cer=
tain foods than the average rich man; the poor man has to
cook all the carbohydrate diets together because he cannot
afford to buy the other things, The hon, member will realise
that this question of diet is an involved question,

I quite agree with the Hon, Minister that this is another
means of stimulating activity and in another branchof your
economy; but what we want to hear from the Minister is:
what are the steps which the Government, as a matter of
policy, propose to take so that the implementation of this
Bill can be something real? What is the Government's
agricultural policy to buttress up this project? How much
land do you have? What are the real incentives which you
are prepared to give a man who isengaged in the business
of keeping sheep? Are you going tohave a Marketing Orga-
nisation so that a man can take his sheep to that organisa«
tion and be assured that he will get it sold?

Mr, Speaker, I want to say that there is no point now in
asking the Corporation to go toaBank = and I may enquire
as to the Government's method of financing, can the Minis«
ter say what is the amount of money with which he will
start this Corporation? Has the Minister given this House
any indication as to how much money he wants to start off
this Corporation with? Those are questions which the
Minister should answer in connection with this Bill which
he has introduced, He should let hon, members know the
method of the financing of this Corporation.

6.05 p.m, :

The hon, member should let us know what they are starting
on and not tell us that he is leaving it to the Board, The
background papers that tell you that you are going to start
this must have some financial indications, Thatisto say, if

you are starting this Marketing Organisation, we should .

know what are the potentials, We want to know how much
you are borrowing to get this thing going, There is no point
in sending Board members to Barclays Bank to borrow $1
million at 7 1/2%, then to lend the men at %p, and therefore
you get some money lying down somewhere that somebody
has forgotten just as you forgot to pay the Doctors their
money for six years. We want to know how much money you
can borrow from the Savings Bank to start this Marketing
Corporation, which in truth and in fact is another Govern-
ment agency.

The Hon, Minister looked up at the hon, member for
Christ Church when he said that the Corporation had un~
limited power to borrow money. Youmight have people like
Mr, Shepherd who is Chairman of the National Executive of
the Labour Party, Mr, Jemmott and Mr. Smith, or people
like those whom you have taken to the Deep Water Harbour.
Those are the people whowill be onthis Corporation; but if
you carry those people nobody knows them; you are bor-
rowing money in the name of the Government of Barbados
who would be the underwriters., Do not let these men go to
the Bank and borrow money at 7 1/2% and then do not un~
derstand how it works, Of course, Iam not saying that you
cannot use these men because they do not understand bor-
rowing arrangements, as they are not borrowing the money
as such; it is the Government that is borrowing, I feel that
a man like the hon, junior member for St, James is more
firting for that than for a seat in here, You can make him
Chairman of that Corporation; he would come to town with
his little chest in the air and a cork hat, and he would be a
person who is interested in agriculture, I feel that he has
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a business approach to this matter as he has worked at
farming for some years. You could retire him from here
and utilise his experience for that kind of work, because it
is time for him to get out of this,

Mr, Speaker, the hon, junior member for St, James is
a member of the Agricultural Bank, and it is very rare that
you can get men like himself and his colleague to put on
such Boards, Mr. Shepherd is Chairman of the National
Executive and ison the Housing Authority Board; so I do not
believe you will put him on this. Anyway, I feel the Minister
should tell us something about the financial implications of
this new Corporation, When the Minister of Transport in
England nationalised the Transport System, he had to tell
the House of Commons something; but here the Minister
comes with a Bill in which there are financial implications
and the last thing he is telling us is what are the financial
implications in this Bill,

The idea behind this Bill is tobring all the small far=
mers together, and if I were a dictator I would compel
every man who gets less than a certain amount of tons of
cane to send them through this type of organisation to save
the man from himself, because there isnoharm in it, The
Minister said that he was going to bring down legislation
that would stun us and that this is the first, but there is
nothing stunning about this, because I sat on a Committee
for many months on this question of marketing with a gen-
tleman by the name of Mr. Marshall from Eckstein Village
who had considerable experience in this field, I think this
Mr. Marshall is one of the first men who ventured out on
this on a wide scale,

- In the country people talk about petty larceny, but un= |

less you carry out an investigation into it, I do not know,
Land in Barbados has no fence and the hon, member for
Christ Church said that petty larceny is not as prevalent,
The prevalence of larceny has nothing to do with a man
putting down his hat and somebody taking it up, There was a
man who knew that larceny was soprevalent that he put his
gun in the window, but he remained there so long that he
fell asleep and the gun was stolen, and the next thing you
know was that the person went in the house because the
man was asleep, I am not saying that petty larceny would
not be a problem, because land in Barbados has no fence;
but if you plant potatoes, yams or carrots, a man does not
go and take up all. We have to take the precaution of not
sleeping with our houses open, and that is why we have to
have windows,

Anyhow, Sir, Ido not think the Minister can ignore the
point which the hon, member for Christ Church has made
that he must be prepared to offer a guarantee for the sale of
his products, That is what the United States did with its
wheat, As soon as youtalk about Jocally produced commodi=
ties for the local market, you have to talk about price and
you have to talk about all the incentives and encouragement;
otherwise it would fail, If there is a market for milk you
have to guarantee buying the milk, provided itis pure; and
if there is a market for vegetables you have to guarantee
buying them, provided they are good, and Iwould say that it
seems to me that this would offer a build=-up to a new en-
terprise in agriculture, ’

Mr, Speaker, sofar asIam concerned, I do not care to
whom the project belongs. I it is Hunte's milk project, 1
would say that if he has moredrivein it than other people,
that is their business, What we haveto realise as a fact is
that Government itself is not possessed of a surplus of this
kind of talent, In the past the Government used to criticise
people like the hon, junior member for Christ Church, and 1
heard the Hon, Minister inhere paying credit to the former
Attorney General,

6,15 p.m,

1 heard the Hon, Minister of Agriculture inhere paying cre=
dit to the former Attorney General whose effigy was burnt
in Barbados many years ago, His effigy was burnt meta=-
phorically because the whole of the Barbados Labour Party
along with its Leader said about him thathe was this cruel
beast of Ephesus which was to be destroyed. But we have
lived long enough to hear from the Hon. Minister of Agri-
culture that that same man has rendered service to the
Government in their bringing something to the House.

Hon, D, D. GARNER: I rise on a point of order. I said
on another occasion, Mr, Speaker, when Iwasdealing with
another Bill that the Sugar Producers® Associdtion brought
Mr. E. K, Walcott astheir legal adviser at a meeting which
we had on that measure,

Mr, WALCOTT: The Hon. Minister is afraid to'repeat
what he said when he was introducing that measure, Here
it is, 2 man whom you criticised many years ago, you now
acknowledge that he performed a good service, All I am
saying is that his effigy was burnt metaphorically, 1 think
we all should remember that the idea of the hon. junior
member for St, James in his earlier days trying to obtain
a seat in this House was based on the idea of moving the
same Hon, E, K. Walcott outof the House, He felt that if he

~ did not remove him out of this House, his politi¢s would not

have been removed. That is quite under standable when you
understand a little bit of humanpsychology. am not blam=
ing the Hon, Minister of Agriculture for giving credit to the
former member of this House, Mr. E. K. Walcott,

The hon, junior member for Christ Church made a
contribution to this debate in which he pointed out to the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture that he should not criticise
those merchants though they are rapacious. He was very
kind and statesmanlike, Thoughhe was ridiculed to the bone
for their attitude, he shed alittle light, Far from opposing,
as he said, the merchants would prefer to buy local produce
because if they were able to buy goods in Barbados, they

" could buy on a basis of what they want week by week, and to

do so it was better to them than to write out an order and
send for things to lastfor aperiod of time, say, from Cali=~
fornia,

I think we are mistaking the merchants who do the dis=
tributing for the commission merchants, It is the commis=
sion merchant who is interested in stopping you from manu-
facturing locally. What the hon, member does not know is

- that the commission merchants make more money than the

distributors, The distributors carry the responsibility of
stock, losses and the like, but the commission merchant
only carries a typewriter; therefore, they are the ones who
make the money, I see commission merchants going into
all sorts of businesses, Comnmission merchants enter into
everything else except those which carry risks,

Sir, I think the Hon, Minister of Agriculture should
take into account our suggestions, He has brought a mea=
sure to the House and Iwill tellhim now not to worry about
what he saw written in the Press, We on this side are not
going to adopt that dog-in~th€é-manger attitude like the
Government where they say that we of the Opposition only
bring things in here because the electionison and we only
bring them in here for political reasons, When they talk of
bringing in a thing because of politics, they talk as if this
House of Assembly is a carpenter’s shop, Politics brought
you in here, Do any of you over there think that you got in
here on a wheelbarrow? The people voted for you and they
want to know what you do inhere, The hon, s¢nior member
for Christ Church said that we represent the small farmers
and that small farmers sent ushereand that because some
of us are the product of smallfarmers, therqfore, we must
support small farmers, However, we are also.sensible
enough to know that although smal} farmers:sent us here,
you must do something for the plantation owners too,

On minute they talk of employers in one breath and
another minute they talk of the employers in another breath.
An employer runs_a business for profit, Therefore, when
you are going to a plantation owner and asking him about
planting his land in foodcrops, even 12% of it, he has to
think of the loss or profit involved. What1 would say to the
Minister is this: You have Dodds Plantation, What are you
going to do with it? Why do you not cut it up and use it for
the planting of food crops? That would be an excellent ex=-
periment, Take some of the Government land and use it for
this purpose to demonstrate to the world that-you really
mean something. Cut up some of Dodds and plant it in
vegetable crops on a large scale, Cut down on some of the
acres you have planted in canes. The Hon. Minister of
Agriculture is a cane farmer, Let the Minister show forth
that demonstration also, Instead of his keeping 30 acres in
canes, let him say that he willonly keep 20 acres in canes
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and he will plant the other ten in vegetable crops. I doubt
that you will get him to do that, A lot of us are socialists
externally but not internally,

Sir, I would like to know what is the capital investment
for the corporation, 1 would also like to know what provi=
sion the Minister is making so that there would be guaran=
teed prices paid to persons who grow the produce, Let us
know if anybody brings in something to sell that you would
not turn that person back and say that you do not want what
he is selling today, If the Hon. Minjster can give us that
information, I would say that there is no opposition to the
~ Bill in principle, Of course, Ido know that so far as the two
hon, members of St, Philip are concerned, you cannot re~
‘concile them, but I do not intend to be personal. What I say
is that I am not opposed to the principle of this Bill but
there are certain important details which Ithink the Minis~
ter owes as a responsibility to the House to explain to us.

Mr. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, it is inevitable that more
than one member should want to make a contribution to
“this matter because of the obvious interest of the Bill, It
is a vast matter with far-reaching implications and its
importance can only be gauged by the width of activity it
will cover if successful,

We have started out in thedebate, sofar as the Minis~
ter was concerned, by recommending this Bill to the House
as a good thing both in principle and, as we go on, in prac-
tice,

6.25 p.m,

As the debate has continued further, certain things are
emerging more and more clearly, which things tend to throw
the Bill itself into considerable concern and call for con-
siderable scrutiny. It is true that nobody could oppose
the idea of setting up a Marketing Organisation in Barbados.
In principle, it is a very good thing and it is nothing for a
long debate if only that were called into question, However,
if you study the Bill, youwill come to one inescapable con=
clusion, that is, that it is a bit contradictory, The more
successful this project becomes, the more dangerous some
of its aspects are, That'is a paradox and I will explain it,
If a Marketing Organisation is set up, itis certain that one
of the things which it will achieve is that it will concentrate
the buying and distribution of produce into a single unit,
In other words, what is now done by hundreds and perhaps

o thousands of people will be done more efficiently with great=-

" er services by a Marketing Organisation; sothat the more
a Marketing Organisation succeeds, the more concerned we
ought to be about the large numbers of people who are going
to be graduauy eliminated, That is what Imeant when I safd
_ that the more successful the project becomes, the more
dangerous some of its aspects will show themselvesto be,

_ If hon, members were to look atClause 10 (1) (b) they
will see that it says this:~

* *It shall be the duty of the Corporation =

 (b) to secure the most favourable arrangements for
the purchase, handling, transportation, storage, exporta~
tion, shipping, marketing and sale of produce whether in
the Island or out of the Island, and in particular to assist
agricultural and fishery co-operative societies to dispose
of their produce to the best advantage,*

~ Then Clause 11 .of the Bill gives the Corporation the
power, among other things, to buy and sell produce and to
establish itinerant systems for the purchase of and sale of
produce, This is what I want to emphasise; if any or all of
these things set out in this Clause are done, and one as-
sumes that all of them will be done, this Bill spells the
. removal out of existence of all hawkers, I am not now ar-
_ guing the merits. or demerits of the Billas such; what I am
saying is that it ought to be known to hon, members of this
House that whatever we are doing, the more successful it
becomes, the more efficient it becomes, to that extent it
. will be able to separaté people from a livelihood,

In 1952 there were 6,000 people in this island engaged
in hawking and huckstering; that was nearly tenyears ago,
With all of the things which have happened in this island,

it must be supposed that now the number of vendors of all
sorts including the itinerant vendors, including hawkers,
must have risen to about 8,000 or 9,000, Whatever this Bill
will do, whether next vear or in 1963, 1964 or 1965, since
this organisation will become effective, it will throw 8,000
or 9,000 people out of work, No amount of praising of this
Bill should make us blind to that particular issve, You have
to set the pattern of buying and selling in Barbados. A con=
siderable amount of buying and selling = as a matter of fact
I would say that it may well be 50% of the buying and selling
of this type of produce = isdone by persons who are buying
from hawkers; it may well be as much as 80%. That is, a
large and numerous class of sellers is divided into the
scale, from the woman who has a calabashwith three eggs
or a small basket with twelve eggs and a dozen balls of
starch, to the man with the pick-up with his potatoes. Be=
tween the two extremes there is a large class of persons
who gain their living by buying and selling, If you say what
is said in Clause 11, that is, that the Corporation shall have
power to do all of these things including the establishment
of itinerant systems for the purchase and sale of produce
and to buy and sell produce, that is serving notice to 8 000
or 9,000 persons that their day is done,

What the Minister has to satisfy public opinion and the
people of whom I am now speaking, about is this: will this
system be extended and have these people to whom I'have
just referred been included in the proposals? Let us hear
something of the detailed organisation so that the people
will be reassured that at least one half of the number of
them will find a lucrative place within the new marketing
system, I have not consulted with my colleagues on this
matter, but I would like to saythat if the Minister does not
give us an assurance on this matter I shall persuade my
colleagues to divide the House onthis Bill, As I say, I have
not consulted my colléagues on this matter but we, on this
side, can do these things without being beaten, We are at
liberty to do so; unless the Minister can satisfy us on that
point, we shall be disposed todivide the House on this Bill,
You cannot introduce legislation in which, as soon as an
organisation becomes effective, it suddenly throws another
8,000 people out of employment, Youhave 1,000 people dis=
placed at the Deep Water Harbour which are causing con~
cern to some people if not to the Government, and do you
mean to say that within a few months’® time you will hear
that hundreds of people in every parish are complaining
that since the Government has set up thisorganisation they
can neither buy nor sell? Has the Government studied the
consequences of this Bill carefully? You have 1,000 people
displaced in the municipal area and in the rural constitu-
encies you will throw another 8,000 or 9,000 peoplc out of
work,

6.35 pam,

I cannot understand, Mr, Speaker,ceeees

Hon, D, D, GARNER: You talked about so many bags of
soot from the Church.

Mr, TUDOR: That is'what is going to put me back in
my seat, and I want you to come down there and talk about
it, Ibet when it is all finished the hon. member will be in
the Gallery listening to me talking.

However noble and grand a conception is, you cannot
ignore certain basic factors, Any Bill, or measure which
has for its object the expansion of the country's economy,
if it is a good measure, has got to be more carefully ap=
plied than even if it is notagood one, because if it is not a
good one, the very fact that itisdefective will soon be no~
ticed and nobody will probably be the worse for it; but if it
is something which is in itself worthwhile, you have got to
study more carefully how you are going to apply it,

Now the whole pattern of buying and selling of this
type of produce which the Marketing Corporation is going
to concern itself with revolves around the small trader,
the man with the donkey cart, the woman who goes from
house w house as well as it does on the small farmer,
Now unless you can bring these people into the new orga=
nisation and give them an assured place, all that you may
achieve in efficiency will be thrown down the drain be-
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cause of the unemployment which you are likely to have, I
cannot see any other conclusion because the Bill itself
gives the Marketing Corporation power to do all these
things which are now being done by the hawkers; so it will
be one or the other; it cannot be both unless Government
has plans which it has not yet disclosed to bring these
people to work them into the scheme.

I should like to let membersontheother side know that
you cannot recommend this measure wholeheartedlytothe
persons about whom I am speaking unless you can satisfy
them that there is a place for them in this new economy,
because as I pointed out just before the interruption, the
peculiar characteristics of Barbadians have prevented them
hitherto from understanding the benefits which aretocome
from marketing, It is only now that they are beginning to
grasp, It will take time before the whole population
thoroughly understands and appreciates it; but while the
population is learning the value of marketing, you should not
want at the same time to make any large section of it suffer
because of the improvements which are going to come, I
feel therefore that an improvement which at the same time
works to the disadvantage of large numbersis an improve=
ment which has got to be studied very carefully. Nobody on
this side of the House has saidor will say that in principle
what this Bill seeks to do is bad. It cannot be bad; it is
sensible; but like anything else legislation has to be ap=-
plied to suit the everyday circumstances of a given people
in a given place, and I do not think that the hawkers have
clearly understood what their position is going to be, and
it ought to be explained,

I am convinced, Mr, Speaker, that thereisa place for
them in this set-up, I think, for instance, that since the
Marketing Corporation is going to concern itself with such
matters as grading, it is possible that a large number of
women might be employed in selling produce and in the
handling of it. I would not say any more because it is not
my job to tell hon. members opposite what to do, At the
same time, however, Mr. Speaker, what we should like to
know and what the public would like to know is whether and
to. what extent consideration has been givento what will be
an obvious consequence to the passing of this Bill, and what
the detailed plans are for keeping these people within the
economy and using their services in enabling them to main=
tain their livelihood within the new system, As1 said, there
are several thousands of them, If there were 200 or 300
people it would be possible to have them absorbed into other
occupations; but it will not be soeasy, failing a firm grasp
of the issues, to integrate several thousands unless de=
tailed plans are laid now.

We do not want a situation, Mr, Speaker, in which long
after the Marketing Corporation has been set up and is
working well we are told this is an inevitable consequence
of having a Marketing Corporation, and ‘‘what can we do
about it", The arguments which are now used about the dis=
placed workers in consequence of the establishment of the
Harbour should not be used in a similar case, because we
should profit from the example which now exists, The Min=
ister should therefore regard this matter as being one of
exceptional importance, and he should, in my opinion re-'
assure the House and the public generally that there is a
place, if any, for these people; he should be able to say in
some detail what their place is going to be and what plans
he has for making thesepeople aware of the part they can
play,

Hon. D. D. GARNER: Mr, Speaker, 1 have not heard
anything concrete from the other side, Last Tuesday when I
began to deal with this Bill I heard *‘oh, you sit down, you
have told us enough, we are withyou', but it is a good thing
I made other remarks today, because today I have heard
othe stories. They all agree that the principle of the Bill
is a good one, but now for some reason or other certain
members at least have got up and like a ......

Mr. TUDOR: On a point of order,ldo not like the hon,
member saying ‘‘for some reason or other®, X he is re~
ferring to me I have given my reasons.

Hon, D. D. GARNER: Mr, Speaker, the hon, member is
anticipating me, He would not allow me to say what I was

going to say, but I am still going to say it. For some rea=
son or other which w me is useless, it seems as though
they are saying they have had nopartin it and therefore let
us bring bitter and sweet. They have said that it is a good
thing, but on the other hand, they are taking the chance to
give the Government some more hell, It is difficult under
those circumstances to tell whenpeople are really serious.
They say it is a good Bill which will help the development
of the country agriculturally speaking and otherwise, yet
they criticise the Government on it,

Mr, SPEAKER: 1think the hon, member has established
that point,

Hon, D, D, GARNER: They do it sooften in here that I
do not know if ityeeses

Mr. SPEAKER: One mistake never justifies another,
6.45 p.m,

Hon, D. D, GARNER: Whenlhave agood thing, I do not
have to belabour it, I know that this is a good Bill, I know
what repercussions it would have, I said that we have no in-
tention whatsoever to disregard the hucksters of this coun=~
try. As amatter of fact, one member even said that you will
not have to do anything about it; time will get rid of them.
He also said: “‘Do you think that these people will favour
having a basketor atrayontheir heads especially when you
are building markets? *

What do you find today? Hon, members are not against
the Bill but they are against the Minister and the Govern~
ment, Say what you like, you cannot pick any holes in this
Bill, This is for the development of this country, It is for
the purpose of helping a group of people whom some hon,
members know nothing about and to whom theyonly give lip
service, Let no hon, member feel that anybody would be
put out of a job because of this Bill, It makes provision for
greater productivity and cheaper prices for the consumer
and that is what we are aiming at. You have to organise
people. Do you think if the Sugar Producers’ Association
was not an organised body that the people in the industry
would make the success which they are making today out of
sugar? If we do not have a proper organisation for these
people, they stand to lose. These people are loose; they
want to be brought together, The public is taken for a.ride
when they go to buy anything and the planters are losing,
If the hon, member does not know, let him keep himself
quiet, Do not try to pronounce on it,

Mr, TUDOR: I rise onapointof order. The hon, mem-
ber is distorting a point of my speech, I am asking him to
say how these people can be brought into this organisation
and what part they can play in it,

Hon, D. D. GARNER: Thehon, member islike so many
typical Barbadians who want to know how much profit you
are going to make before you make a try of anything, They
want to know how much you are getting before you make a
try. 1 want greater productivity first,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, Irise on a point of order,
The Hon., Minister is injecting me into his speech.

Hon, D, D, GARNER: 1 did not call the hon, member’s
name. Other hon, members spoke besides the hon, member.,

Mr. WALCOTT: Is the Hon, Minister objecting to an=
swering the questions which were put to him? He said that
people want to know how much you got before you make a
try. Is he objecting to the idea that there should be a guar-
antee of the minimum price, whatever that price would be?
I ask that question on a matter of principle, "

Hon, D, D, GARNER; This is the point, You are dealing
with seasonal goods.and seasonal crops., Can we come be~
fore we pass this Bill and say what minimum price we are
going to give the people? ‘

Mr, WALCOTT: I am asking the Hon, Minister whether
this corporation is going to fix a minimum price for pro~
ducts, That is to say, if a man is producing tomatoes, will
he be able to go to the Marketing Corporation and sell those
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tomatoes at a giver minimum price? That is something
which anyone will have to know beforehard, The people in
the sugar industry know how much money they will get for
their sugar, They do not grow it by chance,

Mr, TALMA: Mr, Speaker, I rise on a point of order,
The Hon, Minister of Agriculture referred to me mainly,
It is only that I took long in getting up, It is simply this,
No provision has been made in this Bill for paying any
minimum guaranteed price and unless that is in the Bill
it is empty il worthiess.

Hon, D, D, GARNER: Sir, apparently, hon, members
have nct read the Bill, They only come to pick on the Min-
ister, I the hon, member will look at Section 11, sub~
section (1), paragraph (e}, that would give them the whole
story.

Mr. TALMA: Irise againon a pointof order. If he says
that I have not read it, can I at this stage be permitted to
read Clause 11 in its entirety? -

Hon, D, D. GARNER: That is not apoint of order. I have
read this Clause tefore; I will read it again, It reads as
follows:~

11, (1) The Corporation shall, subject to the provisions
of this Act, have power tocarryonall activities the carry=
ing on whereof appears to it to be requisite, advantageous or
convenient for or inconnection with the discharge of its du=
ties under this Act, and in particular without prejudice to
the" generality of the foregoing, shall have power ~

. (a)‘ to buy and sell produce;
®b) to fi.xvand determine the grading of produce;
(c)  toimport and to'export produce;

.~ (d) - to establish and operate depots and agencies for
: the purchase, delivery, grading and sale of pro-
duce;

- {e) to enter into contracts for the purchase and sale of
produce upon such terms and conditions as the
Corporation may think fit;

(f) - to enter into ccntracts for the transport of any
produce or of such other commodities as may faci=~
litate the operations of producers;

{g) to establish itinerant systems for thepurchase of
and sale of produce;

() o establish and operate facilities fdr preparing
and processing any produce;

- () to establish and operatefacilities for cold storage
or apny other form of storage for produce;

() to act as comimission agents for the disposalof the
: produce of any producar or co-operative society;

(k) to purchase, iransport, store, insure, handle and

-.sefl any packing material in suchguantities and at

such prices as the Corporation may from time to
time determine.

- This is so plain,

*Mr, WALCOTT: 1riseonapointoforder, It is a ques=
tion of policy as to what you have to do, It is for the Hon.
Minister to say whether he agrees with us or he does not
agree with us. The question of paying a minimum price is
not stated here. The question of giving a guaranteed price
is'not stated here, The Hon, Minister says that it is in the
Bil} but it is a question of policy.

6.55 p.m.

I is not stated there because youmust understand that the
question that you are giving a guaranteed price is not yet
stated, i it is a questionofpolicy, well let us know what
is the policy of the Government,

o c— e ——— e ——

Hon. D, D, GARNER;: The hon. member has hit the
nail on the head in that, We are not going to put the matter

of policy in a Bill; we have to be sure of productivity first

before we can engage in these things. I hope that I will not
live long enough to depend upon subsidisation for agricul-

ture; I hope agriculture will be able to pay its way. There

are other things which we have to get together and work out,
but this is the principle on which we are beginning, When
hon, members get their Five Year Plan they will see how

much money is allocated for this purpose, Mr. WALCOTT:

You must give us the information,) We have a comprehen=
sive planfor these things and we need the law so that we can
go forward with it, The hon. member knows that..eee.

Mr, WALCOTT: On a point of order, The hon, member
cannot tell us that he is introducing a Bill and it is not
within his province to tell us the policy surrounding the Bill
which he is introducing, After all, that is axiomatic,

Hon, D, D, GARNER: If we were dealing with an item
like milk or fish which is quite stable and steady, we may
be able to say that; but provisions and foodstuffs are in a
different category,

Mr, SPEAKER: Does the Hon. Minister intend to con=
clude his remarks within ten minutes?

Hon. D, D, GARNER: I would be glad to do so.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is an extension of five minutes
NOwW,

Hon, D. D. GARNER: I will try to take advantage of
that, Hon, members know that an organisation such as this
is now in the embryonic stage; I cannot say what I will do,
We have to get the principle established first; you cannot
just go ahead and say that youwill make $30,000. at the end
of the first quarter and $60,000 attheend of the next quar=
ter, You cannot do that, We have people from the Federal
Government and people from Marketing Organisations to
advise us, (Mr. WALCOTT: We must have a policy.) I do
not want to say that Iwill supportthis or do that and that if
the commodities do not grow I will bring them up to scratch.
What I have just suggested might well be so, but I will not
say that, (Mr, WALCOTT: Youhave no policy.)Mr. Speaker,
I am finished,

The question that this Rill be now read a seconi
time was put and resalved in the affirmative without
division,

Mr. SPEAKER: It now being after 7p,m.,of the clock,
this sitting now stands suspended until 7.45 p.m. of the
clock, This sitting now stands suspended.

n re-assemlbling,

Mr, GODDARD; Mr. Speaker, there is no quorumpre-
sent, and I ask that the Bell be rung.

On the Bell being rung, a quorum was obtained,

Mr, SPEAKER: On the suspension of the sitting, the
second reading of a Bill to provide the establishment of a
Marketing Corporation in this island was passed.

Hon, D, D, GARNER: Mr, Speaker, 1 beg to move that
Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go into
Committee on this Bill.

Hon, L, St.A. THORNE: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Mr, SPE{KER left the Chair, and the HYouse went
into Committee on the Rill, Vr. BRRYAN being in the
Chair.,

Clauses 1 to 9 inclusive were called and mssed,

Clause 10 was called, It reads as follows:

10, (1) It shall be the duty of the Corporation =
(a) to stimulate, facilitate and improve the pro=
duction, marketing and processing of produce
in the Island, , particularly for the benefit of
the producer;

(b) to secure the most favourable arrangements
for the purchase, handling, transportation,
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storage, exportation, shipping, marketing and
sale of produce whether inthe Island or out of
the Island, and inparticular to assist agricul~
tural and fishery co-operative societiestodis=
pose of their produce to the best advantage;

(c) upon being required so todo by the Governor=
in=Executive Committee to make recommend-=
ations on any matter directly or indirectly re~
lating to the production and marketing of pro=
duce,

Hon, D. D, GARNER: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that
Clause 10 stand part of the Bill,

Hon, L. St, A, THORNE: I beg to second that,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Chairman, the Minister in try-
ing to get the second reading of this Bill passed, did not
give us the information we had asked for, but be is intro=
ducing something which a Board has to run, He must un~
derstand that he is not talking to anybody in St, Philip who
does not understand how legislation is passed, Itis for the
Minister to tell us what the Government®s policy is in
passing legislation of this sort; if you do not know what is
going to happen, how can youbringdown this Bill? You can
set up a Board but is the Board to tell you what is to be
done? The policy of the Government has to be enunciated to
this House here and now, not when the Board has been set
up. You talk about the powers of the Board, but what is your
policy? This is not a meeting turn which you are running
so that you want to know if the last person will really pay
up, If this is a Board which youare setting up, we want to
know how much money you will put at the disposal of this
Board. I am not talking about the Five Year Plan; let us
know what you have in the Five Year Plan in so far as
this Corporation is concerned, Is it going to be $2 million,
$3 million or $2 1/2 million? What is the idea you have
in setting up this Corporation? What is the sum total of
what the experts tell you,going to be? We have a right to
know that,”

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, in fairness to the
Committee, these questions should be answered, We are
establishing a cold storage plant near the market; will this
Corporation be the owners of that as a Department? Will
this Corporation be operating aportionof thatcold storage
plant or will it be operating the entire thing? What will it
cost and what funds will be put atthe disposal of this Cor=
poration for purchasing, and, it may be, for subsidisation?
I think it is a reasonable thing that the public should know
all this, A Bill of this sort could not have been worked
out without more details and therefore the Minister must
have the information in his file. Even if the information is
not in the file, the Minister must know what the information
is. from the discussions which have taken place on the
matter, I think that he should let us know how he pro-
poses to operate this Corporation in so far as the finan=
ces are concerned,

7.50 p.m.

Will you be handing over all the markets to this Corpora~
tion, or will they be only functioning in the markets or
depots.? You may be establishing your own depots in other
areas, and even if you know where these depots are likely
to be, you can mention that, the size of them and the
personnel you expect you will require,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Chairman, I want to tell the Min~
ister that I have as much right to know these things as he
does, This is not money he is spending in Marchfield; this
is money belonging to the public, If you can get with Dan
Springer and Dr, Cato and they can know our business and
we camot know, what do you think it is? What kind of
idiot would bring this down here? When you came with the
Displacement Bill you said you wanted $1 3/4 million, The
hon, member is putting up markets about the island, and now
he is telling us that this comes under the Five Year Plan,
What the devil are we to do withthe Five Year Plan? What
the hell are we to do with the Five Year Plan? It is fool~
ishness and you all want kicking out of the place, What the
devil do you all think it is? (Hon. R, Gs MAPP: Shut up)
Shut up what? You want slapping in your face and I will
come over there one of these days and slap you in it, You

all come in here with legislation and do not want to put
things before us!

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I should like to draw to the attention
of the hon, senior member for St. Peter that language such
as that he has been using is not permissible. It is not the
best language to use in the House; it is unparliamentary.
Another thing I want to draw to the hon, member’s atten=
tion is that when I rap the gavel and stand, some attention
must be paid to me. You cannot go on talking while I am
standing,

The language used in my opinion is language which
should not be used in here, and I will ask you to withdraw
those words. You must contain yourself, and I know you
are capable of speaking without reverting to suchoffensive

language.

Mr., WALCOTT: Mr, Chairman, Iwill withdraw the re~
marks, They are unparliamentary but not offensive because
they are not like ‘‘nasty’® and things like that, We have
grown to know the difference between Heaven amd Hell, but
we do not like to use the word *‘Hell* in here, although that
is aplace some of us will be abiding in. The hon, member is
talking about co-operatives, but he is showing the most
uncooperative attitude in bringing in a measure like this
and asking us to support it. He does not have the Parlia~
mentary decency to know that he hasto reply to questions;
but too many of them over there believe that members on
this side were not elected to this Chamber, and the only
thing which will bring them to their senses is what I said,
They do not know anything about order; they know order
when you bring them to their senses, The hon. member
talked about the gutter. It is only when you get right down
in the gutter that they believe you have reached their level
and they can answer; but when you are above the gutter,
they do not answer. These are not gutter questions, These
are Parliamentary questions.

Mr, Chairman, we want to know what this Bill will cost,
The Minister says itisinthe Five Year Plan, Where is the
Five Year Plan? Is it up in Marchfield? Must I go up there
for it? He is introducing a Bill here and he is such a dun=
derhead that he cannot tell us what are the things in the
Five Year Plan that pertain to this measure, You are not
waiting until the Five Year Planhasbeenpassed to do this;
so are you telling us that we are in an indirect way debating
the Five Year Plan though it is not before us? I did not know
we were discussing the Five Year Plan in that way, If the
Minister believes he can get this Bill through tonight, I will
tell him that it will not go through tonight, When we asked
certain questions in the second reading speech, we thought
that the Minister was utilising the five minutes grace which
the Speaker allowed before the Suspension to give us the
information for which we had asked, because those of us
who spoke on the second reading were not against the prin-
ciple of the Bill, We thought however that he would give us’
the information which we were seeking when we came to the
Committee stage; but now the Bill has reached the Commit~
tee stage, that information is not forthcoming,

Mr, Chairman, when we passed the Housing Authority
Bill, we had to have some idea of what we were putting at the
disposal of the Housing Authority; therefore we passed the
Bill with that information, We passed the Transport Board
Bill with the understanding that we were going to have to
buy old buses.

Mr. Chairman, Clause 10 of this Bill says **it shall be
the duty of the Corporation to stimulate, facilitate and im=
prove the production, marketing and processing of produce
in the island, particularly for the benefit of the producer**,
What are we going to stimulate? How will you stimulate the
producer? By giving him more corn or by giving him
money? You say ‘‘stimulate, facilitate and improve'*!That
sounds as though you are rhyming; it sounds like the day
when the politicians used to say ‘‘agitate, educate and
federate' What is Government’s policy in so far as this
stimulation, facilitation and improvement are concerned?
What money are you putting at the disposal of this Board
to start it off? From where will they get the money? What
sort of power are you giving the Board that they may be
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able to borrow? These experts come lere and draw up
things for you, hut you do not undersiand them,

Mr, Chairman, Clause 10 (b} says “it chalibe the duy
of the Corporation to secure themost favourablearrange=
ments for the purchase, handling, transportation, storage
exportation, shipping, marketing and sale of produce
whether in the icland or sutof theisiand, and w1 particular
to assist agricultural and fishery co-operative societies
to dispose of their produce tc the hest advantage,® All
this would have required some hackground information
which is at the disposal of the Minister, Should this not be
put at thedisposalof members inthe passing of legislaticn?
Are we not entitled to it? ThenClause 10 (¢} says ‘it shail
be the duty of the Corporaiion upn leing required so to
do by the Governor-in-Executive Committee: to make re»
commendations on any matter directiy or indirectly relating
to the production and marketing of produce.”’

8,00 p.m.

Now, what it is that the Minister has ir mind for the
stimulation of productivity and the setting up of the Mar=
keting Corporation that he weukl rot want to tell us? You
are going to put up depots and markers, Anyhody who knows
about Boards knows that they have te work within the
framework of the policy ¢f the Government, Tomorrow, if
the Government is dissatisfied with the working of this
Corporation, it can pass a Bill to abolish it.

The Hon, Minister would not answer our question, It is
an insult to hon, members, The Hon, Minister can get up in
St, Philip and tell peasants about this matter; but when we
come to this Chamber and ask for informaticn, we capnot
get it, In the Other Place, if the Minister without Porifolio
is asked a question and he does nct have the information,
he tells the member: *‘Iwill get that information for you,' 1
have no right to sit here and allow the guestion to be put
without the Minister even exercising the commoncourtesy
of saying that he weuld get the irformation, A Minister of
Parliament is there to answer questions which are put 0
himm, Ministers of this Government want to copy all the
things done in Great Britain, but they do not copy the ex~
ample that they should pay respect to members of the
Opposition. The Hon, Minister hasno respect for members,

The Hon, Minister of Agriculture is setting up a Cor-
poration and he has absolutely no idea of the financial im-
plications, He is a fourflusher, I thought he had some
knowledge of what is going on, The Director of Agricul~-
ture, Mr, Frampton, is clever enough to e running this
Island’s agricudture and all this ministerialbusiness inthe
same manner as it was before. They have all of these
four~flushing ideas that they are Ministers, but youmust go
up to Mr, Frampten if you wantto get the infermation, The
Minister of Agricuiture Knows noihing about it, He is for=
getting that for the last century this country has been run
by the Director of Agriculiure but we have Ministers now.
When they were outside, they said that the Colonial Secre~
tary ran the country, Now they say that they run it, Mr,
King is Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Agricid-
ture, I think he knows more about this than the Minister of
Agricuiture, U the Hou, Minister is too bisy and do pot
know everything, abous this, do not come down hers with it.
Do not teil us that we want to know 100 much. He says that
we want to know hiow much profit it would make, He says
that just as if we are asking him something abow his per=
sonal business or just as if I were asking him how much
money he has in the bank, lampot asking him his personal
business; 1 amasking himn public business. I hedoesnot
want to answer me on public business, get outof hiere, As
regards the Hon. Minister of Communications, I will deal
with him in another way, So far as his life is concerned,
he is working for a living iu here, That is all he is doing,
Anybody in this country can work for & living the way the
Minister of Commuaications is working for his,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the hon, member leave out the
personal business and gzt back 1o the Bill,

Mr, WALCOTT: I say that prostitution is not confined
to one element of life. When you ger this type of political
prostitution in which you come into an assembly iike this
and have the brass not to answer questions put to vou = one

ly an ordinary prostitute would not want t¢ answer a
plain, unadulterated, honest question put to her and
say that she cannot answer it.

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I am speaking to the hon, member, 1
am asking you to get back to Clause 16,

Nr., WALCOTT: You have this type of political pros=
titution in that you ask a question and you cannot get an
answer on it, You will get this type of thing as long as the
Chairman can sit down and refuse 1o ask the Minister to
answer a question,

Mr, CHAIRMAN: It is not my duty toask a Minister to
answar a question,

Mr. WALCOTT: It is your duty to see that Ministers
avre prepared to answer questions before the motion is put.
They must have the inconvenience of not having their own
way and that is the only way they can be brought to their
senses. Every clause of this Bill should be subjected to
the scrutiny of members of this Committee, If Ministers
do not want to answer questions, do not bring Bills before
the Assembly. If the Govermnent does not want to answer
questions put to it by the Opposition, resign, It is part and
parcel of our parliamentary work, when you come in here
with a Bill and a member asks you how much money you
are going to put at the disposal of the Corporation, that
vou give an answer to the question, Those questions must be
answered,
©'"Hon, D, D. GARNER: Sir, you hear the hon. member
making a speech of perscnal abuse and what not, I am not
going 1o get myself in trouble about this Bill, If it passes
the House, it passes. I am not moved by all the abuse of
the hon, member, I am attemnpting to do something for the
people of Barbados; and if I am misunderstood, Iam not
going to have cold sweats over anything, Anyhow, Sir,
1 think these questions were all answered, iwas interrupted
from time to time when we discussed these things. This
question was asked over and over again and I answered
it to the best of my ability. Anything which this Corporation
wants, we would have to come to the House for. Whenever
funds are needed, we will have to come to the House, I
said thar this matter was all vrapped up in the Five Year
Plan, This Bill does not deal with any plans; this is the
principle which we are laying down,

8,10 p.im.

This does not ask  for any funds; when this Bill is to be
operated, when we are to have a staff and all of that, I will
have to come 1o this House and ask for funds. Hon, mem=
bers know that, but it is an easy thing to abuse people.
That sort of thing does not move rag; when I am not in this
House of Assembly and I am atMarchfield I will bé just as
happy. When I am not in here I will be at my own home; I
will not be subject to any Board, whether it is a Union or
not; I will be at D, D, GARNER only. Do not let hon, mem=
bers have any qualms about me; if I am in here, I will do
my hkest; and if T ani not in here, do not let hon, members
shed any tears for e, I donotneed them, As I said, when
I am in here i will do my best and when I am not in here
¥ will not ask for any rnoney.

Mr. Chairman, I wiil rell vou something now. A lot of
people have had the hospi:zlity of myhome; I have not had
it frorn then: and it is ro fair o me, It is not fair to ask
me how much money will “e required. I sav that when we
want a staff to run this Corporation, I will come to this
House for the money, The i . ember has referred to Mr,
Frampton, but he is nothin, wnaiever to do with Markets,
1 should like to say this; last Tuesday the hon, senior mem=
ber for St, Peter agreed with this Bill; he said that I could
sit down and we would pass it, but today he comes back
and he is abusing me.

Mr, WALCOTT: On a poimt of order. I spoke on the
second reading of this Bill, I said that I agreed with the
principle of the Biil but that does not mean that I do not
have any right to comurent on any part of the Bill, I am
orldly asking for information; I am not asking for any de-
tails, In fact, I would be a stupid man to ask for details,
1 am asking what is the policy of the Government in so
far as the financial mplications of this Bill are con-

”.
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cerned, There must be some financial implication involved
in this whole matter; there must be something which the
Minister has recommended to be put into the Five Year
Plan, if I were to ask the Minister of Social Services what
is the policy of the Hospital, would he tell me how many
beds there are?

Mr. BARROW: Mr, Chairman, we have beentreated to
a wonderful display of monstrous ineptitude by the Minister
this afternoon. I never thought that I would live to see the
day when a Minister would say that the principle of the Biil
is all right and the restof itis merely a question of cross=
ing the **T’s” and dotting the *‘I's"’,

Hon, D, D. GARNER: On a point of order, I do not know
anything about dotting the “I's’* and crossing the **T's", 1
said that when the principle of the Billhas been agreed to,
then we have to come to the House for money to run the
Corporation,

Mr. BARROW: That is the particular part of the Minis~
ter’s harangue which I havedescribed as monstrous inepti-
tude, Unless the Minister is being guilty of what an hon,
member has expressed the fear, that is, if he were not in~
troducing this Bill for pure electioneering purposes, he
would have had all the financial implications of this par~
ticular measure worked out and ready, as soon as the Other
Place had passed the Bill, to be put into operation, What
is the purpose of passing this Bill at the stage when it is not
:te result of any economic planning onthepart of the Min-
ister?

Hon. D. D, GARNER; On a point of order. Mr. Chair-
man, when this constructionof the Deep Water Harbour was
mooted, hon, members were not told how muchmoney was
wanted i :he first analysis; youhad to agree to the principle
of s construction of the Harbour and then we came back
with the estimates.

Mr, BARROW: That is not true, Far be it from me to
discuss any such controversial subject as the financing
or the non~financing of the Deep Water Harbour; but from
1958 Sir Douglas Ritchie set out all the details and the
financial implications of such a project. As a matter of
fact, I will say this now; there is a Bill which has the
object of regulating the Port, but there is not such a thing
as a Deep Water Harbour Bill; there is no such Bill
authorising the construction of the Deep Water Harbour.
I have checked with the Ministry, I :ave checked with the
Atorney General and up to now they have not introduced
any Bill to deprive the fishermen or the people who own
the foreshore, of their ancient and customary rights, Léng
before they came with the Inscribed Stock Loan to raise the
£2,500,000 in connectionwith the Deep Water Harbour on the
foreign market, all the financial implications of the Harbour
were discussed inSir Douglas Ritchiie’s Report, although no
specific provision has been introduced in this Chamber o
authorise the construction of the Deep Water Harbour. When
you introduce a measure of this kind, youmust have a plan,
and the financial commitments of the Treasury must sore-
where or other appear in the plan, 1 know that I will be
accused of accusing somebody or other now, but how do we
know that some genius in the Chamber of Commerce does
not want to use this Bill as the thin edge of the wedge o
say thatwe have a general Bill and that he will do such-and=
such a thing and he will ask the Government to subsidise
so=and=so?

Mr. Chairman, let me give you a concrete example
(ASIDES ),

Mr, CHAIRMAN: Do not mind the asides,

Mr, BARROW: Cox, Garner, Cummins, Mapp; the four
most incompetent politicians in the West Indies, the four
most monstrous inepts,

Mr. CHAIRMAN, May I ask the hon., member to get
back to Clause 10?

Mr. BARROW: I am dealing with Clause 10; I am sit=
ting and standing on it, If you want to know where I got
that from, I got it fromone of the Directors, I have already

disclosed his name to the hon, junior memberfor Christ
Church and he can tell yououtside. Now the Minister of Agri-
culture is at present negotiating for a dairy scheme which
should have been here 15 or 20 years ago. The dairy is
going to be put up in the Pine, and they have already guaran-
teed the people who are promoting the scheme for pas-
teurisation protection in every possiblequarter, They have
already guaranteed them the complete output of all the Gov-
ernment farms. Let the Minister deny one thing I say is
true. I am going to talk at dictation speed so that the Re~
porter can get it down,

I am not saying that there is anything wrong with a
dairy scheme, because if you want to know why we did not
have a dairy scheme years ago, it was because they refused
$94,000 from C.D, & W, to set up the same dairy scheme,
because some individual in the Chamber of Commerce
was not yet ready to become the Managing Director. (Hon.
R, G, MAPP: When?) You get over there and ask ‘‘when''?

Mr. CHAIRMAN; May I appeal to hon, members for
order?

Mr, BARROW: They are like a pack of mongrels yap=
ping, yapping all the time,

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I will appeal to the hon, junior mem-
ber for St, John to let us get back to the Bill,

Mr, BARROW: Everybody over there who is a Minis=
ter can tell you that this Labour Government refused
$94,000, It has been discussed on the floor of this House
years ago, not last month or anything like that. We have
debated that in here many times and they have refused
to use that $94,000 or $98,000from C.D. & W,; but now that
seimebody has bought a plantation, now that a gentleman
who is in the Other Place, was put there by the Labour
Government and is the Chairman of the Development Board,
is going to be one of the Managing Directors, they are go-
ing to do it, They have refused several people who have
applied and would have put up a plant long ago, but they are
now talking about putting up a pasteurisation plant in the
Pine on Government land with private Directors, They are
going to tell the smallmanthatit is for the small man, but
let us get down to brass tacks. ! have been reliably in-
formed, and the gentleman would not have told me that on
this Bill unless he wanted it to be known, that they intend
to prohibit the importation of evaporated and condensed
milk, Not immediately the plant opens; but the Minister
has guaranteed them the entire output of milk for the pas=
teurisation plant from the various Government farms, and
they are geing to prohibit the importation of evaporated
milk ana condensed milk.

Hon, D. D. GARNER: I have guaranteed nobody any=
thing. These people have not even formed a Corporation
yet, They have asked and are negotiating.

M {

. BARROW: wouwld like to ask the Minister a
question, Can they form an association if you do not pass
this Bill?

Hon, D, D. GARNER; Certainly.

Mr, BARROW: Will they have the same immunities
and privileges if you do not pass this Bill?

Hon, D, D. GARNER: It is a separate and distinct
thing.

Mr. BARROW: When I asked whether they will have
these privileges, whom do you mean by ‘‘they’® when you
answer., This is a very serious matter. None of them
over there has any initiative; they had to bring Mr.
Cadbury to tell them what to do, They published the mani~-
festo and have to bring people to tell them how to carry
out what is in it. The reason why I say that we are a bit
chary about the implementation of Clause 10 is because it
is only on the occasion of somebody wanting to get some-
thing done that you see legislation like this coming in, We
kpow that ¢.. Minister has given afirm unequivocal under=~
taking that after a certaintime the importation of condensed
milk and evaporated 1nilk will be stopped.
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Hon. D, D, GARNER: On a point of order, Mr, Chair=
man, anybody who hears the hon, member carryingon like
that would think that we have something to hide, The dairy
owners of Barbados are the ones who are negotiating with
the Government of Barbados, Wehave notgotto go to Tim=
buctu to find out who they are, The dairy farmers are the
ones who are negotiating with us, and there is no secret
about that,

Mr, BARROW: I would like to ask the Minister if there
is a Dairy Farmers Association in Barbados, The same
person who is negotiating with them was the bitterest
opponent of the scheme, He is a close friend of at least
three of the Ministers on that side, perhaps a friend of
mine as well, and a good friend of the Premier, and he was
the bitterest opponent outside of this House to the same
dairy scheme,

Hon, D. D, GARNER: On a point of order, I did not
know that the hon, senior member for St, George happens to
be the bitterest enemy of Government, because he is the
person who is negotiating with us,

Ve ALV AN left the Chair and iir, SPEAKER
took the Chair.

Mr, SPEAKER: It now being 8,30 o'clock p.m., this
is the moment of interruption. Is that matter considered
controversial?

Mr, BARROW: It is, Mr, Speaker,
Mr., SPEAKER: Then it may not be continued.,

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr,Speaker, I am wondering whether
we can postpone Orders Nos, 3and4and take Order No. 5,

Mr, SPEAKER: Is Order No, 5, considered controver=
sial?

Mr, WALCOTT: Yes, Sir,

Hon, M, E, COX: I have gathered fromthe hon, senior
member for St, Peter that all Government matters now
are controversial,

8,30 p.m,
I would like to assure him that we are not fighting him be-
cause we do not regard him as anything to fight.

Mr, SPEAKER: Leave the personalities out,

Mr. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, I riseonapoint of order.
I believe that Orders Nos. 7 and 8 are not controversial,

Mr, SPEAKER 1 will put itto the House, Are they con«
sidered controversial?

Mr, TUDOR: No, Sir,

Hon, R, G, MAPP:; I will take Order No, 8

COMPULSORY ACQUISITION OF LAND AT
MELVIN'S HILL

Mr, SPEAKER: This Order stands in the name of the
Hon, Minister of Communications, Works and Housing: To
move the passing of the following Resolution: Resolutionto
approve the compulsory acquisition by the Governor-in-
Executive Committee of aparcelof land situate at Melvin's
Hill, St. Joseph, for the purpose of highway improvement,
and for the use and benefit of the public,

Hon.R.G. MAPP: Mr, Speaker, hon, members who pass
th’ place recently will have noticed that the Department
oi Highways and Transport is carrying on repairs to the
road at Melvin’s Hill, Those hon, members who observe
the work which the Department has done will observe that
it has done very good work especially inSt, Andrew and in
St. Joseph on bridges which have been broken down due to
heavy rainfall and nature of the soil. At Melvin's Hill,
there was another movement of the soil after the rain we
had recently and we had to carry out some repairs to the
bridge there,

This parcel of land abuts and bounds on the bridge at
Melvin's Hill which has suffered from land-slipping after
heavy rainfall, The owner of the land cannot give a good
and marketable title although she had suitable evidence of
peaceful possession. The vendor has already given the De~
partmeat possession of the land to carryout the necessary
work., The purchase price has already been agreed upon
and acquisition under the Land Acquisition Act, 1949, is be-
ing sought in order that the Executive Committee may ac=
quire a good marketable title,

We want to acquire this piece of land because it is ab=
solutely necessary in order to do some soil conservation
and to strengthen the land from future slipping.

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.
Hon. D. D, GARNER: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. BARROW: I think the hon, senior member for St.
Joseph probably is in a better position to give the House the
history of this road than Iam; but there are a few comments
which I want to make on it.

1 do not think the general public of Barbados is parti-
cularly impressed by the standard of engineering in the
Department of Highways and Transport, For years, we have
Turners Hall Road closed, we have had landslides at Mel~
vin's Hill practically every three or four months and, par=
ticularly in the parish of St, Andrew, the standard of road
making has left a lot to be desired. The difficulty which 1
see is that people get into a sense of complacency and in
the passing of time they become incompetent to deal with
this, When it comes to road repairing, generally speaking,
we have no road engineering problems. In the only part of
the Island where we have any kind of engineering problem
they cannot construct a single bridge out of the taxpayers'
money which would stand up for two and a half rainy sea=
sons, It is time that the Government get the qualifications
of people in the Department of Highways and Transport be=
cause they must be very suspect, If the top soil is to be ex=
cavated to the average depth of 30 inches, that is all they
can do; but the minute they come to the normal set of con=
ditions they cannot build a single road which can stand up.

I use this road frequently, The hon, senior member for
St, Joseph can verify that I frequently have to use it and
anyone driving over this road for the firsttime must be in
mortal fear of life and limb. I want to suggest to the Hon,
Minister of Communications that not only the land with
which the Resolution deals, but the people inthat area ought
1o Be evacuated from the lands they hold there because some
of these houses are perched precipitiously on the highway
and I can very well see the day with the standard of engin=
eering prevailing in the Island when allof these homes will
be floating out to sea near Joes River,

That is the only part of the Island, and it is only one=-
seventh : of the Island's land mass, where we meet with an
engineering problem, These people around Melvin’s Hill
are living practically underneath the bridge. Iam suggest~
ing to Government that they remove all the people off that
roadway, The road is constructed along the spine of one
of the hills in St, Joseph and therefore, it is in the position
where it is likely to move to a lower level at any time.
There is no land higher than there; therefore, I suggest that
the Government actively consider effecting as anemergen-
cy measure the removal of all the people along the two sides
of the road at Melvin's Hill, because I consider from long
experience and by watching landslides and the soilerosion
which takes place up there that the people there are living
on the brink of disaster and danger.

Sir, I would like to see some improvement in the stand~
ard of engineering in those parishes, We do not know if any=
one in the Department of Highways and Transportis com=
petent to deal with the basic problems. If there is no one,
then we should go to the Technical Administrationor some
other body which is available in the more industrialised
countries for assistance in order to save this annual drain
on the Treasury and which comes out the pockets of the tax=
payers of this island,

8.40 p,m,
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Mr, WALCOTT: 1 would like to know if Melvin's Hill
is the place where the houses are beneath the road where
you are walking, Iwould be very sorry for some of the peo~
ple if some Barbadians had to live there at these houses.
These houses seem to be underneath the road and I wonder
how these people exist. Idonot interfere with the problems
of the hon, senior member for St, Joseph and it seems to me
that he has lived downthere for allof these years and these
problems do not worry him. I would like to know what is to
be done for people who live underneath the bridge, for prac=
tical purposes.

Hon, R, G, MAPP: For the benefit of hon. members I
would like to say that two of the houses which might have
been affected in this matter have been removed. I think that
the hon. member has in mind or has described, the parti=
cular area with which we are dealing in this Resolution.
These houses were beneath the level of the road and they
were affected, These houses would have been in danger if
the land had slipped,

As far as the hon, junior member for St, John is con=
cerned, I wonder if we should take him seriously. Which
of us who have seen the work of this Department, and who
have any generosity, could not but praise the standard of
the work which has been done by the Department especiaily
since the present Director took over; Where have we got a
West Indian who has shown such skill and has revealed such
competency, honesty and everything else inhis job? Despite
the fact we are talking about Federation, we have somebody
attempting to decry the work of the Department since the
present Director has taken over. The exactopposite should
be the attitude of the hon, member,

Mr. BARROW: Mr, Chairman, I would like the hon.
member to state what are the academic qualifications of
the Director of Highways and Transport,

Hon, R, G, MAPP: Mr, Chairman, I always regarded
the hon, member as a snob and I deem him more so now,

Mr. BARROW: Is the hon. member serious when he
is asking what are qualifications to do with engineering?

Hon, R, G, MAPP:; Mr, Chairman, there are people with
academic qualifications but what are they but failures? You
have several men who have no qualifications, but they have
experience and they can make a success of their job; the
Director of Highways and Transport is one ot those men.
Nobody who has seen the work done under the supervision
of this Director could have anything but praise for him.
The parish of St. Andrew has been very properly served
under his supervision; in every rainy season the roads of
that parish used to slip, break away and do all sorts of
things; but since the work has been started by the Director
down there, look how the roads have stood up!

Mr, BARROW: On a point of order. Mr. Chairman,
I would like to ask the hon. member if it is not a fact that
Melvin's Bridge has been repaired since the Director has
been in office, Public money has been spent on that bridge
and it broke away at the very first rainfall after it had been
repaired, If the hon. member has got his facts, he could an=
swer that question,

Hon, R, G, MAPP: Mr, Chairman, anybody who has a
spark of honesty about him could not gainsay the work which
the Director has done in St, Andrew. This is the first time
that that bridge has had a major break away since the Di-~
rector has been in office, The Director is doing a major
repair job and I am sure that the experience will be the
same as in the case of the roads which he has already re-
paired, What the Director has done amounts to something
which we have never seen in this island before, It is a
miracle not to expect the roads in St. Andrew to break
away after a heavy rain. 1do not believe that the hon. mem-
ber travels in these areas, Whenhe is in the island he goes

to St, John and when he is nothere, he is in Trinidad or in
Antigua, Mr, Chairman, Iam told that the hon. member does
not even go to St, John, Iwill bet you that he will go up there
now.

I do not regard the hon. member seriously; he cannot
really reveal such profound ignorance as to get up here and
say that the Director of Highways and Transport has not
done a good job, This gentleman who is in charge of High-
ways and Transport came here from Dominica and anybody
who knows the contour of the land there, knows what a man
this officer would have to be. The people have sung the
praises of this man in Dominica. I am told that.ceeeses

Mr, WALCOTT: On a point of order. There are no
roads in Dominica; you have to put one stone on top of
another.,

Mr. BARROW: On a point of order. The Honi. Minister
of Communications is entirely wrong. There is one road
from Roseau to Layou and not onlydid this road which was
constructed by this gentleman slip away, but they buried a
bulldozer there. I do not think we could accept these stand=
ards because the gentleman happens not to have any qualifi=-
cations (ASIDES) I nearly lost my lif€.e.essece

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the Hon. Minister is getting
a series of interruptions from the right and unfortunately
also from the left. I think that the Minister should be free
from interruptions both from the left and from the right.
8,50 p.m.

Hon, R. G. MAPP: I assume the interruptions will end;
but I would like to say, and Iam very serious on this point,
that there are certain things said in here under the privi-
lege of this House which I am sure members would think
twice and hesitate before they said them outside,

Mr, BARROW: I am not going to hesitate. I would go to
the gentleman and to the Press and say that he has no qual-
ifications and the taxpayers® money is being squandered in
St. Joseph, There are no roads in Dominica, and when I went
there 1 nearly lost my life ontheone road which Mr, Grant
built,

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not of much interest to the
House.

Mr, BARROW: It is of consuming interest to my con=
stituents that he nearly caused me to lose my life.

Hon, R. G. MAPP: I am sure that the hon. member
would not say many of the things he has said in here out-
side.

The question that the Resclution dlo now pass was
put and rcsolved in the affirmative without division.

ADJOURNMENT
The Order Paper having been fixed,

Hon. M, E, COX: Mr, Speaker; I beg to move that this
House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 8th August, 1961 at 12
noo,

Hon. D. D, GARNER: I beg to second that,

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to discharge the Se~
lect Committee to consider the matter of privilege arising
out of the letter dated 6th March, 1961, That Committee is
hereby discharged.

The question that this House do now adjourn until
Tuesday, 8th August, 1961, ct 12 noon, was put and
resolved in the affirmative without division, and }lr,
SPEAKER adjourned the House accardingly.

8,55 p.m,
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