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Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly
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PRESENT
His Honour Mr, K. N.

Mr, J.

Hon,

R. HUSBANDS, (Speaker}

F. T. BRANCKER, (Leader of the Opposition);
Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS, C,B,E,, M.D.,, CM.,
(Premier); Hon, M, E, COX, (Minister of Trade, Indus-
try and Labour); His Honour Mr, L. E., SMITH, J].P.,
(Deputy Speaker} Hon, F, E. MILLER, (Minister of
Social Services); Mr, E, St A, HOLDER, J.P.; Hon.
D. D. GARNER, (Minister of Agriculture, Lands and
Fisheries);Mr, (, B SEARLES;Hon, L. St.A. THORNE,
(Minister of Education) and Mr. J. W, CORBIN.

Prayers were read,

MINUTES

Mr, SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the House
that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th August, 1961,
have been printed and circulated amongst hon, members,
and unless there be any objection, these Minutes will now
be taken as read and confirmed,

There being no objection, these Minutes are now taken
as read and confirmed,

1 have the honour to inform the House that I have re-
ceived the Financial Report of the Accountant General for
the month ended 30th April, 1961.

Also, a Jetter from the Auditor of the Sugar Industry
Agricultural Bank in connection with the re~appoimtment of
the Auditor,

PAPERS LAID

Hon. M, E, COX: Mr, Speaker, 1am commanded to lay
the following:~

The Customs Duties (Domestic radio receivers; tele=
vision, etc,) Order, 1961,
GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon, F. E. MILLER: Mr, Speaksr, Ibegto give notice
of the following:~

‘
RN

Resolution to place the sum of $1,872 at the disposal
of the Governor=-in-Executive Committee to supplement
the Estimates 1961-62, Part I - Current, as shown in the
Supplementary Estimate 1961-62 No, 14, which forms the
Schedule to the Resolution,

Hon, L, St.A, THORNE: Mr, Speaker, 1begto give no-
tice of the followings:= '

Resolution to place the sum of $52,000 at the disposal
of the Governor=-in-Executive Committee to supplement the
Estimate 1961-62 Part II - Capital as shown in the Sup=
plementary Estimate 1961-62, No, 15, which forms the
Schedule to the Resolution,

Hon. Dr, H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Speaker, I beg to
give notice of the following:-

A Bill 1o provide certain immunities and privilegesto
be enjoyed by representatives in the West Indies of Over=
seas countries.,

A Billto amend the Department of Highways and Trans~
port Act, 1945,

Also, I beg to give notice that the Oral Reply to Ques~
tion No. 58/1961, asked by the hon. junior member for St.-
Lucy regarding pension rights for Casualemployees, is now
ready,

Hon. F. E. MILLER: Mr, Speaker, I begto give notice
of a Bill o amend the Old Age Pension Act, 1937,

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon, M, E, COX: Mr, Speaker, I beg 1o give notice of
my intention to move the House into Committee of Supply
at its next meeting to consider the money Resolutions of
which notice has just been given,

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME
On the motion of Hon, Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS,
seconded by Hon. M. E, COX, o Bill to provide certain
immunities and privileges to be enjoyed by representas
tives in the West Indies of Qverseas countries was read
a first time,

On the motion of Hon, Dr, H. G, H. CUMMINS, % :»
conded by Hon. L. St.A. THORNE, a Bill to amend the
Department of Highways and Transport Act, 1945, was
read a first time.

12,25 p,m.
On the motion of Hon, F. E, MILLER seconded

by Hon, L. St.A, THORNE, the Bill to amend the Old
Age Pension Act, 1937, was read a first time,




837

Mr, A, B, WAY RE-APPOINTED AUDITOR

Hon, M, E. COX: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move that Mr,
A, B, Way be reappointed as Auditor of the Sugar Industry
Agricultural Bank for the year commencing 1stJuly, 1961,
at a remuneration of £125 a year.

Hon, R. G, MAPP: I beg to second that,
The quesdon was put and resolved in the affimative

without division,

STATEMENT re PRINTING OF THE FIVE
YEAR DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Hon, R, G. MAPP: Mr, Speaker, before we proceed
with the Orders of the Day, I would like to make the fol-
lowing Statement, This concerns the printing of the Five
Year Development Plan. The Statement is as follows:=-

*“I wish to clarify some misunderstandings which ap-
pear to have arisen in the matter of the delay in the print=
ing of the Five Year Development (1960=65) Plan, The facts
are as follows, A copy of the Plan was handed to the Gov=
ernment Printer on Wednesday, 5th July, by the Clerk of
the House of Assembly. On Wednesday July, 19th the proof
copy of Chapter One washanded by the Government Printer
to the Clerk for checking, The Printer informed the Clerk
that the remaining Chapters Two, Three and Four would be
ready by July 21st, The Clerk returned on July 26th and
collected the three remaining chapters. None of the four
Chapters received by the Clerk has, up to yesterday
(14th August) been returned to the Government Printer for
printing,

2. The Government Printing Office will print the Planas
soon as the checked copies of the four chapters of the Plan
have been returned by the Clerk of the House, Any changes
the Government Printer is instructed by the Clerkto make
will then be made, This is in accordance with present pro=
cedure, So far (14th August) the Government Printer has re~
ceived no instructions from the Clerk of the House, The
Government Printer denies that he has ever been in any
quandary over the text of the Plan,

3., The Government Printing Office cannot therefore ac=
cept responsibility for any delay inthe printing of the Plan,

Mr, SPEAKER: On my being informed of the intention
of the Minister todeliver a statement in connection with the
printing of the Five Year Development Plan, I questioned
my Clerk who furnished me with this document stating the
position of this office in relation to the Government Print=~
ing Office on the subject of the Five Year Development Plan
that is being printed,

I have the following in my hand which I received from
my Clerk:~

‘‘Mr. Speaker,

As requested by you, I forward herewith a Report
on the present position with regard to the Development Plan
1960-65,"

‘“The Plan was laid in the Honourable House on the
4th July, 1961, and forwarded by me to the Government
Printer on the following day. On the 19th July, a proof
of Chapter 1 of the Plan was handed me for checking, Upon
enquiries I discovered that the Printery had been given
an advance copy of the Plan which had been copiously
amended by the Financial Secretary's Office from time to
time after the delivery of the said copy to the Printer,
These amendmemnts had not been made on the copy of the
Plan laid on the Table of the House, I discussed the matter
with the Government Printer who shew me his authority
from the Financial Secretary’s Office for making the said
amendments, I informed him at that time that technically
speaking I should have his amended copy re=-corrected so
as to be in conformity with my unamended Plan, but that
however 1 would upon completion of the checking of the Plan
make efforts to have the position regularised and if possi-
ble save a multiplicity of printing, I haveon several occa=

e ————

sions discussed the matter with various Government Offi-
cials and it seems to me to be the best plan to have an
amended Development Plan laid sothat the proof as printed
by the Printer and as amended by the F inancial Secretary's
Office could then be prepared for members without further
ado. This morning Idiscussed the matter withthe Financial
Secretary who has informed me that the Premier would let
me know what the decision is on this matter at today's
meeting of the House,"’

‘“The whole trouble seems to have arisen because of
the fact that while the copy of the Plan presented to the
Printer was amended, the copy of the Plan laid in the House
was through some oversight presented without the necess~
ary corrections,"

H, O, StC, CUMBERBATCH,
Clerk, House of Assembly,
15th August, 1961,

Hon, Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Speaker, may I be
allowed to add to what the Hon, Minister of Communica~
tions, Works and Housing has said. This concerns mostly
the statement about certain paragraphs being corrected,

We had some talk with the Financial Secretary, =
Mr. Bonnett, the Hon, Minister of Communications and
myself = investigating the matter this morning and we

were told that with regard to the Plan which was laid here.

that was the correct Plan, There were some mistakes in
one or two of the Tables which can be altered in the usual
customary way and there was only one paragraph that was
in dispute and that was Paragraph Ten.

12,35 p.m.,

The text of that paragraph was not changed; there might
have been a few figures omitted, That Statement is made in
addition to the Statement made by the Minister of Communi=
cations, Works and Housing. As far as the whole matter is
concerned, we have been instructed that the Plan which was
laid here was the correct Plan and as far as apportioning
blame is concerned, it is quite evident to us where the
blame lies.

POLICE BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day is to resume
Committee on a Bill to amend and consolidate the Acts of
this island relating to the Police Force,

Mr, SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House re-
sumed Committee on the Bill, Mr., BRYAN being in the
Chair,

Clause 37 was called,

Hon, Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, before
we continue with the consideration of this Bill, I want to
say that since this House postponed the further considera-
tion of this Bill, representations were made by the Police
Association relative to certain things of which they did
not approve. We met the Association and certain amend=
ments were agreed upon and these amendments are now
before us. The amendments were circulated last Tuesday
and I hope that all hon, members have been furnished with
copies of these amendments, On the last occasion we
stopped at Clause 36 of the Bill, Clause 37 is now before us
and ‘in accordance with these amendments, I am going to
move that Clause 37 be deleted and that Clauses 38 to 46
inclusive be re-numbered as Clauses 37 to 45, This Clause
37 includes one of the objections raised by the Police As~
sociation, 1 beg to move that Clause 37 be deleted,

Hon. R, G, MAPP: 1 beg to second that,
The question that Clause 37 be deleted was put

and resolved in the affimative without division,

Clause 38 re-numbered 37 was called,

Mr, WALCOTT: On a point of order, Mr, Chairman, 1
do not know what line it is proposed to take in dealing with
these amendments, I have these proposed amendments be-
fore me and I notice thatthe Premier is going on to Clause
38, I am wondering if it would not be a more sensible thing
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to recommit these Clauses from the beginning and then we
would be dealing with the various amendments as placed
before us.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The difficulty is that the recommit=
tals must take place in the House.

Hon, Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, in con~
nection with Clause 38, I am asking leave that that be
amended by deleting from the fourth and fifth lines pf sub=
clause (2) the words *‘and if such decision relates to the
dismissal or reduction in rank or pay of such member,"
That was one of the requests made by the Police Asso-
ciation, The amended sub-clause (2) will now read as
follows:

**Any member of the Force who is dissatisfied with the
decision of the Commissioner, may, within seven days after
the decision has been communicated to him appeal to the
Governor whose decision shall be finaL,** This Section deals
with the right of appeal and sub=-section (1) states this:=

‘*Any member of the Force who isdissatisfied with the
decision of his superior officer in any matter may, within
seven days after the decision has been communicated to him
and subject to the provisions of any regulations governing
the same, appeal to the Commissioner who may make such
order as the circumstances may require,"

Those are the amendments to this Section, I beg to
move that Clause 38, renumbered 37, stand part of the Bill,

Hon, L. StA, THORNE: I beg to second that,
12,45 p.m,

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr, Chairman, I remember that we
had some debate which we might say advanced out of this
particular Clause, I am not quite sure fromthe amendment
which has just been made if that last line remains in the
Bill = ‘“‘appeal to the Governor whose decision shall be
final'* = because it was oneof the things that was worrying
the Committee, and as far as I remember, we adjourned
with that kind of thought in mind, The Premier has given
the assurance that there would be the possibility of appeal
to the Privy Council and so forth, How does this last line
of sub=Clause 2 affect the possibility of appeal to the Privy
Council? Is it as we have it here ‘‘appeal to the Governor
whose decision shall be final?**

Hon, Dr, H. G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, that will
be covered in a Section which comes later in the Bill,

The queston that Clause 38 re-numbered 37 stand
part was put and resolved in the affimative without divi-

sion,

Clause 39 renumbered 38 was called and passed,

Clause 40 renumbered 39 was called and passed,

Clause 41 renumbered 40 was called and passed,

Clause 42 renumbered 4] was called and passed,

Clause 43 yenumbered 42 was called and passed,

Clause 44 renumbered 43 was called and passed,

Clause 45 renumbered 44 was called and passed,

Clause 46 renumbered 45 was called, It reads as
follows: —~

Whenever any fees received by the Commissioner for
the services of the Police Band are paid into the Public
Treasury pursuant to the provisions of any regulations made
under this Act, the Accountant General shall pay a sum
amounting to two=thirds of such fees to the Commissioner
who shall cause twenty per cent thereof to be paid to the
Director of Music and the remainder of such sum to be
divided between the other members of the Band in such
manner as may be prescribed by regulations.

Hon, Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that Clause 46 renumbered 45 stand part.

Hon, L. St.A. THORNE: I beg to second that,

Mr. BARROW: Mr, Chairman, some years agowere=
moved the Fire Service of the Island from under the juris~
diction of the Commissioner of Police, For those people
in public life who believe inpomp and circumstance, it is a
very nice thing to have a Military Band; but quite apart
from the ceremonial aspect of what is popularly known as
the Police Band and which is described inPart VII of this
Bill as the Police Band, any musical organisationwhich is
subsidised or entirely underwritten from public funds is a
very good thing to have in a colony or territory, to use a
less offensive word, like this one. Noone can gainsay that,

What I find difficult to understand, Mr, Chairman, is
how the Commissioner of Police or any public officer for
that matter is a competent person to deal with a Musical
Organisation, I think what is called the Police Band should
be made a separate entity in the same way that the Fire
Services are now a separate entity from the Barbados Po=
lice Force. The amount of actual liaison which comes be=
tween the Band and the Police Force proper is almost en=
tirely limited to ceremonial parades. In other words, the
Band serves the public far more than it does the Police
Force, and I see absolutely no reason why we should en=
courage this kind of Empire building, The Police Force is
not a Military Organisation; it should not be a Military
Organisation, They should drop all these military and
other titles which they have and it should be civilianised,

A policeman, to use the words of one of the famous
English jurists, is a civilian in uniform, A policeman should
not be a military man whose training and orientation is to=
wards becoming the enemy of the public; he is the servant
and friend of the public. The Police Force itself needs a
certain amount of civilianising, but there is absolutely no
rational ground that can be urged for the Police Band being
under the Commissioner of Police. As I said before, I do not
want to be repetitive unnecessarily. If one analyses the
calendar of engagements of the Band which is called the
Police Band, one will find that the Police Band is in at=
tendance with the Police Corps on probably three or four
occasions per annum.

12,55 p.m.

But the Police Band isdancing attendance on the public
three or four times a week, How then does the Commis=
sioner of Police come into this at all?

We have now a Director of Music, Does he have to be
subservient in the sol~fa tonic or in training the Police
Band to the Commissioner of Police? Even the type of
uniforms which the Police Band wears is somewhat different
from that of the Police Force, At any rate, how does that
become the job of the Commissioner of Police or come
within his province?

The Police Band can be made available to both the
Police Force and the Barbados Regiment. What Iwould like
to urge is that there should be a merger between the Volun=
teer Band and the popular Police Band. There should be a
merger between the two under the Director of Music and
that massed band should be made available to both Forces,
that is, the Barbados Regiment and the Barbados Police
Force, on ceremonial and quasi-ceremonial occasions.
That Band should be called the Barbados Band or the Bar=
bados Orchestra under the Director of Music, What do we
get? We in this twentieth century are enforcing eighteenth
and nineteenth century things on the people, We are trying
to make the people happy with the music of the Police Band
so that if the music does not soothe the savage breast, the
Police Force can put their lights out, I think the Police
Band is an excellent training ground for musicians as wit=
nessed by the fact that the present Director of Music is a
product of the Barbados Police Band,

I suggest to the Hon, Premier that it is high time that
the Government begin to review the relationship between
the Police Band and the public and the Police Band and the
Police Force. 1 can see absolutely no justification in in=
troducing a new Police Bill which will eventually become




839

the statute law of the Island with the Police Band in this pe=
culiar position, and Ithink it is time we take the opportunity
to divorce the Police Band from this military aspect with
which it is now associated and make it available to the

general public and available to the Police Force and any
other Government organisation. What we really have is a
Government Orchestra; it is not a military band in the

pure sense of the word, even as regards instrumentation or
otherwise. But you have it under the control of the Com~
missioner of Police and so much so that I believe, speak=
ing under correction, one cannot even avail oneself of the
services of the Band unless the Commissioner of Police
says yes, 1 see no reason why the Director of Music should
answer for anything to the Commissioner of Police. If we
take the analogy of the Barbados F ire Service, there is pro=
bably more justification for keeping the F ire Service alive

with the Police Force than keeping the Police Band alive
with the Police Force because you can get a riot, theft or

any civil commotion whenever thereis a fire of great mag=
nitude, and therefore, firemen have to be invested with cer=
tain powers which are similar to those exercised by police=
men, Moreover, policemen are called upon to assistin the
incidence of fire, so if the Fire Service was a limb or
brarch of the Barbados Police Force, nobody would quarrel
with that,

In view of the statistical record of the engagements of
what is called the Police Band over an extended period of
time, do not matter how far back youwould like to go, I am
suggesting that you will find that the active commitments
of the Band 1o the Police Force would average something
like three or four engagements per annum whereas the en=
gagements for entertainment to the general public would
average three or four per week, I, therefore, suggest to the
Hon, Premier, now we are considering Paragraph 8
of the Bill that he give active consideration to my sugges=
tion, It is not a political question; it is a question of com=
monsense.

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr, Chairman, obviously the hon,
member who has just spokenhasmadehis point saying that
we should be interested in taking note of the Police Band
inasmuch as a lot of its activities are more civilian than
they are militaryor quasi~military, He asked that consider=
ation be given to the separation of the Police Band from
the Police organisation as such.

I would also want to feel that this point should be also
considered in this light, If, ashe says, you want to civilian=
ise the Police Force, if as he impressed upon us that a
policeman is a civilian in uniform, might it not be of some
sustenance to the public mind that the organisation of the
Police Band attached to the Police Force is somewhere an
act to give some kind of civilian effectto the Police Force
as such? In other words, if you say that you should civilian=-
ise your Police Force, the public might be led to feel that
with the Police Band giving this kind of service to the pub-
lic it would mean that the Police Force as such is not
something which is completely separated from the cultural
life of the community but is in a way taking part in the cul-
tural life of the community. It is just another point for con=-
sideration, The hon, junior member for St, John did not
make a motion on it, but asked that some consideration be
given to it; one will certainly need 'to give consideration to
the other points which were made for retaining it, Its re=~
tention may be an act of civilianising the Police Force,

The question that Clause 46 to be renumbered Clause
45 stand part, was put and resolved in the affimative
without division,

Clause 47 was called,

Hon, Dr, H, G,H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I see here
that Part IX was incorporated in this Bill and was never
used. We are asking that the whole of Part IX be deleted.

1 beg to move that Part IX be deleted.

Hon, L. StA, THORNE: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,

Clause 52 to be renumbered 46 was called,
1,05 p,m,

—

Hon, Dr, H, G, H, CUMMINS: I beg to move that Clause
52 renumbered 46 stand part of the Bill,

Hon, L. St,A, THORNE: I beg to second that,

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr, Chairman, 1 spoke on the second
reading of this Bill and a Iotof what I had to say dealt with
the organisation which we are trying to found and foster,
known as the Police Association. I am one who has very
strong feelings that we should try to encourage a strong
and virile Police Association; to use my favourite ex=
pression, I consider that we should have our organisational
pressures and all types of organizations should be made to
contribute to the common weal. I had occasion, because of
my interest in this particular part of the Bill, to read an
article in the *Saturday Evening Post™ of June, 1961,
Mr, Chairman, I cannot make this book a document of the
House unless you insist that it be so made.

Mr, BARROW: On a point of order, Ls the hon. member
making that book a document of the House or is it already
a document of the House? I do not want to trouble the hon.
member in his political Swan Song and as you know, Mr,
Chairman, a Swan sings before it dies. I am wondering if
the hon, member might yet make that book a docurnent of the
House, I am not preventing the hon, member from reading
from his book but some of us like to do a little reading too,
The Rule is that we should not quote from newspapers and
things of that kind; I just want to make that position clear,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: If the hon, member seeks permission
to read from the book and there is no objection to that, I
suppose he will be allowed to do so,

Mr. STRAUGHN: The particular part of this article
which is of interest to this Section of the Bill is that there
is an editorial which says that Police Unions are a threat
to needed discipline, This has been written by somebody who
has experience with the Chicago and New York Police and
they have these Police Association activities in the United
States. If Imay quote two or three sentences from this arti=
cle, it states: ‘‘Yet civil-service regulations hamper the
police chief. Either by law or regulation he is prevented
from taking decisive disciplinary action, For as soon as a
policeman's probationary time is over, he has a sort of
property right in his job. ‘No martter how flagrant the
offense,’ Smith's book points out, ‘the policeman must be
subjected to formal trial,’ In some systems the trial is
conducted by the chief or by someone designated by him,
Thus the chief faces endless delays, which weaken the re~
spect of the rank and file for him,* The article concludes
with this sentence: ‘‘A good police force, well paid, honest,
courteous, proud of itself, under a strong, fair -minded head
who is really in charge - this is what every city needs.”

This article is written by someone who was obviously
disturbed by the fact that in certain Police organizations in
the United States there did not seemtobe the easily recog-
nizable discipline which you would expect in quasi~military
organizations, and that is one of the difficulties which was
placed in developing police organisations, We must expect
that in an organization such as the Police Force, you must
have discipline which is quicker to take effect than ordinary
discipline in the Civil Service, Youmustexpect that; other-
wise you could not run the organization effectively, How=
ever, you must go very carefully about having that kind of
discipline which could run roughshod over the wishes and
feelings of the organization, We are really in the middle~of=-
the-road situation here, and it is incumbent upon every one
who has the public weal at heart to see that the Police
Association can develop itself into a strong and virile
Association, and at the same time it should be the kind
which would extend and respect an effective discipline in
the Force,

Mr., BARROW: Mr, Chairman, this Clause 52 now re=
numbered 46 which deals with the Police Association, is one
which hon. members should scrutinise with a great deal
more care than it appears to me they are devoting to the
passing of this Clause atthe presentmoment,For an abun=
dance of good reasons I would explain why I think this
Clause can be used as an instrument of repression rather
than an instrument for the regulation of grievances on the

-~

i
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part of member s of the Police Force. If you look at the first
part of the Clause, an unauthorised Association is set out
in three sub-clauses and when they cone to the other Sec~
tion, Section 55, that should have been incorporatedin this
particular Clause, Section 46 should have read as follows:
4t shall not be lawful for any unauthorised association to
permit any member of the F orce......."* and then they should
have gone on and explain what is meant by an unauthorised
association; but they dealt'with the matter further on, In the
popular style of drafting anybody, in any case, especially
when you have an uncritical Cabinet and a Civil Service
dealing with matters of this kind, candeal with them in this
way. Let us get back to the mainpoint, In Section 46 which
is badly drafted and badly numbered, they say what an un=
authorised association is; they say *“For the purposes of
this part of this Act, an unauthorised association means
any Trade Union as defined by the Trade Union Act, 1939
whether or not the Union is registered or incorporated,’
Therefore the Trade Union is an unauthorised association
whether it is registered or incorporated, That is a piece of
legal ignorance because the position in Barbados isnot the
position in England. It was only in 1939, after resorting to
organizations such as the Barbados Workingmen's Associa=~
tion and to other organizations with all sorts of names, that
the Trade Unions became legally permissible, The signifi-
cance of this legislation is that a Trade Union in contra=
distinction to the position in England, isunlawful if it is not
a registered Trade Union. Something like 8% of the Trade
Unions in England are not registered at alland the English
law does not say that a Trade Union is illegal until it be=
comes registered and that is one of the things obtaining in
Barbados.

1.15 p.m,

When you put in a Bill ‘for the purposes of this Act
any Trade Union as defined by the Trade Union Act, 1939,
whether or not the Union is registered or incorporated’®,
all of this is surplusage after the figures **1939**, becauseto
be a Trade Union at all you have to be registered. That is
only a technicality, but let us get downto this Section, For
the purposes of the Act, they are saying that the Barbados
Workers® Unionor any other Trade Union is an unauthorised
Association, All this Section says is that these are un-
authorised Associations and then Section 55 tells you that
you cannot join an unauthorised Association; so (a) a mem-
ber of the Barbados Police Force cannot join a Trade
Union; (b) he cannot join any League or Association or body of
persons, whether registered or not, which has for its ob-
jects, or one of its objects, the promotion of feelings or
ill-will and hostility between differem classes or race.

Mr, Chairman, that is merely an innocuous Clause
barring people from joining an Association which has for
one of its objects the promotion of feelings of ill=will and
hostility. That in itself may preclude a lot of members of
the Barbados Police Force from joining the Barbados
Labour Party, and the Government should consider that
carefully, because if they have debarred you from joining
an Association whether registered or not which has for
one of its objects the promotion of feelings of ill-will and
hostility between different classes or races, then police~
men cannot join the Barbados Labour Party, You will see
in several cases on several public platforms pronounce=-
ments which will give you the impression that it debars
them from joining that Organisation,

Now, Mr, Chairman, the sting is in the tail of the
Clause because sub=Clause (c) says:=

‘‘Any other association, society or club, any of the ob=
jects of which may be subversive of good discipline on the
part of a member of the Force......."" any association or
society means the Weymouth Club or any other Club, any
of the objects which may be subversive, treasonable, sedi-
tious or anything like that of the good discipline on the part
of any member of the Police Force, and which the Commis=
sioner, with the approval of the Governor, declares to be
an unauthorised association,

Now, Sir, I want to attack that because there is no pre-
sumnption in law that a Commissioner of Police = I have
said this before - or any other public servant or member
of the Legislature is invested with omniscience, lack of

malice and infallibflity, We have to start off with that pre=-
mise. There is presumption on the other side, A person
is a legal ordinary person, and a reasonable person is as
Lord Justice Bowen said, a person travelling on the
Culloden Road omnibus, the Government Hill bus or the
Black Rock bus; but there is no presumption in law that
that man is infailible, When you allow the Commissioner of
Police to say that a Club, society or body of persons may
be subversive of the good discipline of the Force, that leaves
it openfor the Commissioner of Police to say that a cricket=
ing member of the Barbados Police Force cannot join
Empire, Spartan, Wanderers or Pickwick, I am saying
that that is what it permits because he may decide it is
not for the good discipline of the Police Force that any
policeman should play for any Club other than the Police
Sports Club. I want to know how a thing like that could
come within the competence or province of a Commissioner
of Police.

Mr, Chairman, when we are passing legislation we have
to be careful that we do not work our statutes in such
equivocal and ambiguous ways that it is susceptible to more
than one interpretation, or the exercises of adiscretion in
ways which may be inimical to the public interest, Leaving
out what I said now about Clause (b), they are defining in
Clause 56 what an unauthorised association is. I do not
know what the hon, senior member for St, Peter will have
to say about this, but it is common practice that policemen
should not become involved in trade disputes aspartisans;
therefore it is not exceptional that a Trade Union should be
excluded, 1 am very much against using terms like ‘um=
authorised®’; you should say ‘‘an excluded association®’or
something like that, You should not say it is an unauthorised
association, because you are attaching a certain amount of
stigma to a Trade Union to say that a Trade Union in any
part of our Statute Law is anunauthorised association, You
are going straight back to the common law position of 1799
when you do that, It is a question of terminology, but you
are calling the Trade Union an unauthorised association,
You should call it a proscribed association, but you should
not label it with the stigma of illegality by calling it un=
authorised, You are lumping as illegal any association
whether registered or not which has for its object the pro=
motion of feelings of ill-will,

As 1 said, Mr, Chairman, that may preclude a lot of
members of the Barbados Police Force from joining the
Government Party. Let us come to the third section which
says:=-

““‘Any other association, society or club, any of the
objects of which may be subversive of good discipline on
the part of a member of the Force'® - not on the part of
the Police Force, but you are going to label the whole Club
to be subversive of thediscipline, to be unauthorised, if the
Commissioner considers that it is subversive of the dis-
cipline of an individualmember. One member of the Barba~
dos Police Force can stigmatize a whole group of per=
sons, association, friendly association, Masonic Lodge,
cricket club, debating society or political body, and there~
fore youimmediately puton the proscribed list any associa=
tion, Let us say that a Sergeant or Inspector reports that
this particular member of the Force goes down to this
cricket club and drinks there on afternoons after duty, and
the Commissioner says that is subversive of hisdiscipline;
so the whole association becomes aproscribed association
or unauthorised association as the Bill says.

Now those members of the Legislature who have civil
liberties at heart and believe that a Government should en~
croach upon those libertiesonly insofar as it is necessary
to carry out the functions of a Government properly and
with order and decorum, and those of us who believe that
civil liberties are scared, must always look askance at any
type of legislation that seeks to whittle down not only the
freedom of the individual subject, but may condemn with
illegality a whole group of persons who may be entirely
innocent of what is going on between the Commissioner of
Police and a member of his Force. You would therefore
deprive other members of the Force of the right of be~
Jonging to an association because an individual member
of the association has been insubordinate and the Com=
missioner feels that his insubordination is due directly or

——
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indirectly to his member ship of the particular body which is
going to be put on the proscribed list, and so ban and taint
it with illegality, ~

1,25 p.m,

Now, what I think ought to be said categorically and
clearly here in the House of Assembly so that the Com~
missioner of Police may be in no illusions at all of what is
the intention of the Legislature, so that he does not extend
the boundaries of the horizons of liability by the way in
which he interprets Section 46 - it ought to be made quite
clear that a member of the Barbados Police Force, as far
as Part X is concerned, in keeping with any other member
in the employment of the Crown is perfectly free to join
any political organization which that member of the Police
Force or Civil Servant feels like joining because there is
nothing, except that it is left in such a wide way, for the
Commissioner of Police to determine that, say,the Opposi=
tion Party is subversive of discipline to the Police Force,
Members of the Force may have grievances ventilated in
the Legislative Chamber and he may take it upon himself
that the Opposition Party = and I askthat members on the
other side think of ‘‘for whom the bell tolls** because they
may be in the Opposition = is an organisation from which
he must ban members of the Force from joining, That is
happening in Cuba and perhaps even in little St. Lucia now.
The bell therefore may be tolling for somebody else and
may be tolling for them. You do not pass legislation for a
particular person; you pass legislation to see that it does
not interfere with the fundamental liberties of the public,
A day of reckoning has to come for everybody and therefore,
we have to make sure that you do not set up a precedent

for anybody,

I am saying, subject to what the hon, senior member
for St, Peter or regardless of what the hon, senior mem-
ber for St, Peter hasto sayonthis section, that we want to
make it clear that 2 member of the Barbados Police Force
has the right to join any political organisation which he
feels like joining, The intention of the Legislature is one
of the canons which the Courts have to apply when they
interpret the law, There are several golden rules but in
the last resort the Courts always fall backon the intention
of the Legislature, How then can the intention of the
Legislature be discovered? It is by the record and I want
the Hon, Premier himself to make it quite clear that it is
not the intention of the Barbados Legislature todeprive any
member of the Barbados Police Force from joining any
political party in Barbados unless that Party is not pro=
scribed by some other statute, I personally would vote
against any Fascist Party or any kind of totalitarian Party,
1 feel you should not nurture that kind of Party because if
something is going to destroy you, you should not have it in
your guts. However, that would have to be proscribed by
some other legislation, not under the Police Act, After
this Bill is passed, any member of the Police F orce may
not be able to join this or that political party because the
way in which this Clause is worded is susceptible to that
interpretation.

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I cannot address youtoo
much on the legal side. Iwill say, so far as I am concerned,
1 would not want a Policeman in a Trade Union which 1 have
to run because a policeman is a headache in any Trade
Union. ! like people in a Union who can strike, A non=
striking Union is one which does not appeal to me.

Now, Sir, you hear what they determine in this context
asan ‘“‘unauthorised Association®’, They say ‘‘unauthorised
Association” means “‘any Trade Union as defined by the
Trade Union Act, 1939 whether or not the Union is regis=
tered or incorporated.’®

Well, Sir, 1 would like 10 hear what the lawyers would
say of this context that a Trade Union is an unauthorised
Association whether the Union is registered or not, be~
cause in Barbados it cannot be a Trade Union unless it is
registered, It is sortof redundant to talk of an unregistered
trade wnion,

However, Sir, I do not take the same view as the hon,
junior member for St. John. If you look at (b) you will see
_that it says any league or association or body of persons,

whether registered or not, which has for its objects, or
one of its objects, the promotion of feelings of ill-will
and hostility between different classes or races. That can
only mean the Barbados Yacht Club. Now I say that, I will
like to really say that if the Government has to set this
down, it is telling the Commissioner of Police that he
cannot join the Barbados Yacht Clubbecause that is a place
which is openly a place for the promotion of feelings of ill=»
will and hostility between different classesor races. You do
not want a more classic example of thatthan the Barbados
Yacht Club. What place preaches it more than that club?
The Barbados Yacht Clubwasexpressly started as a means
of taking people only of European descent; therefore, if 1
walked in there, Iwould create one of the biggest furores in
Barbados. 1 have been saying for alongtime that the Gov-
ernor, the Colonial Secretary, the Commissioner of Police
and people like that, should not be members of clubs and
organisations that are expressly formed for the purpose
of one race and that initself is creating hostility, The Bar=~
bados Yacht Club is ostensibly only a place for ‘‘whites’’
and because of that we are not different from South Africa
in that respect,

I feel that for the purpose of not spreading feelings of
ill=will what should be stated is this, You should tell the
Commissioner of Police that if he is a member of the
Barbados Yacht Club, after the passing of this Act, he
should resign. This community is 95% Coloured and
White, The club is more or less on Government®s land and
it is an organisation that is ostensibly white and, as a
matter of fact, ithas been created for the “*Big whites** be=
cause even some white people they do not want there. They
are even discriminating between white and white, They want
the ‘Lilywhite’.

1,35 p.m.

There is a pedigree club; they are creoles; when you have
a situation like that, you have to be very clear that they
really mean what I am saying. I want to say quite clearly
that if there is something which will create ill-will put in
legislation like this = there is not much hostility created
about the Yacht Club because the average Barbadian has
not got many yachts, The people who have the yachts can
form their organisation and they can call it the Cruising
Club. I feel that this is the sort of thing which creates ill-
will or ill feeling among the people, What kind of or-
ganisation is there which a policeman can join other than
the Yacht Club which will create feeling (AMEMBER: The
Savannah Club?) Well, an hon. member has mentioned the
Savannah Club, I do not think that youwill get any ill will in
the Union because we do not preach colour prejudice. We had
the biggest demonstration for a man who was of European
descent and that demonstration was not based on colour,

I hear people talk about private clubs. I do not feel
that the Commissioner of Police should be a member of a
Club which says that is a Club for white people. If a white
man does anything in a Club, well, a lot of things can go on
and they can be hidden up, The Commissioner of Police
should not be a member of any of these Clubs, neither
should the Governor be a member of any of these Clubs.
You would not have a white man as a member of the Empire
Club, because he could not go home at night for fear of
being poisoned,

Mr, BRANCKER: On a point of order, Mr, Chairman,
Father Genders is a member of the Empire Club and he can
go home at night without any fear of being poisoned. There
are other distinguished men who are members of the Em=-
pire Club because there is no colour bar there,

Mr, WALCOTT: There are people who say that there
are other organisations which practise these things too. 1
was saying that the only colour bar is inthe persons them=
selves and their fear is that whenthey join these organisa=
tions it will be the last ‘comning home’for them, I like this
Clause which deals with things creating hostility. If we have
not dealt with Clause 47 Yelesreerces

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The whole of Part IX of this Billhas
been deleted.

Mr, WALCOTT: This is Part X of the Bill, I am en~
quiring as to whether we have dealt with Clause 47 as the
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old Clause 53. In this Part X of the Bill, there is a whole
head and I would like to know if I can make reference 1o
other Sections under the same head or if we will deal with
each Section by itself.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: There isSection 53 whichwillbe Sec~
tion 47 and you can deal with it there,

Mr. WALCOTT: f this illfeeling or ill=will is the same
thing I mean, then it will be agood thing,. It is not good for
high-ranking policemen in a community like this to be
members of a whiteorganisation for many reasons. This is
a society with 9%% ot the people of one colour and 5 of the
people of another colour which will have the economic
power, As soon as a member of the Police Force becomes
a member of an exclusive organisationwhichis all power=
ful, it makes the 95%of the people feel that if anything hap«
pens with them against this Section, nothing will take place,
If a man is shot in awhitedistrict it may be argued that he
shot himself and you do not have to worry to go and look
for anybody; but if the same thing takes place in New Or=
leans, for instance, everybody else’s house will be searched
in order to discover who has a revolver, That might appear
to be humorous, but it is true, I should like to say that
nothing bothers me more than when Ifind this sort of thing
is being perpetuated in Barbados in 1961 and at a period
when we are in power. It was a serious thing to get a Royal
Charter, I hope that this Bill willexclude the Commissioner
of Police from belonging to any organisation like the Yacht
Club.

1.45 p.m,

Now I know we have a first-class idiot in Barbados who is
now out of the island. He signshisname as *‘O,H.J.'*. This
community can even accommodate that sort of person, and
that is the sort of white supremacy that can work, If any=
thing can create more ill=will and hostility in a commupity,
it is these people, I have heard that these things occur all
over the world and that youhad them in Heaven, and that is
why they got some of them out. I am saying, however, that
this should apply to organisations like the Savannah Club
and the Yacht Club, and if they are carrying a lily=-white
organisation, you should tell the Commissioner of Police
that he camnot join, and you should tell the Governor that
he should not join because we havegivenhim enough space
at Government House to play tennis. If you are going to have
a Tennis Club like that, let little Mapp or James Harris® son
go there and play, but do not tell him he cannot play there
because he is not white, If it is going to be so, tell the
Commissioner of Police and the Deputy Commissioner of
Police that they cannot join the Club because that Club is a
Club which is ostensibly creating hostility between the
classes and races in Barbados,

Some years ago I had to talk about the Aquatic Club,
and a gentleman told me then that I could join, I said 1
believed I could join because I was amember of the House
of Assembly and I would be agoodguinea pig to use, I take
strong objection to these things, and I say that any league
or association which has as its object the promotion of
ill-will and hostility between the classes should be barred.
Maybe if you read the rules of the Yacht Club, you will
find that they do not say that theydo not want black people.
I am not against people wanting to have their clubs. They
can havetheir clubs whether they be lily=white clubs, jet
black, brown-skinned or mulatto clubs. I do not mind if a
club is only for mulattoes, What Government servantshave
to remember is that we do notonly work for mulattoes; we
work for negroids too, Isay that because I have heard much
about freedom and not encroaching on people’s freedom
and what private clubs they should join, Assoon as you do
that you are encroaching on the freedom of people, and it
shows that you are not allowing a policeman to be free.
You have told everybody else that they can join an organisa=-
tion, bt you feel that if a policeman joins and there is a
strike on the waterfront, he would not arrest anybody.

Mr, Chairman, the Yacht Club so far as this community
is concerned, creates more ill=will than the Barbados
Workers® Union, Our approach istogive people a fair day's
work for some money and not to duck and hide., We are
not like the politicians who at election time cannot come
along and tell people so. An organisation like the Yacht

Club does nothing more than create ill feeling at a level
that hurts people. Any association or club which promotes
feelings of ill-will and hostility may be regarded as sub=
versive, and I would like the Premier to let us know what
this means, Going by what the word ‘‘subversive’® means,
anything that is subversive youwould have to stop members
of the Police Force from joining,

Speaking broadly and frankly, I feel that the police
should have their own organisation. Imay be old~fashioned,
but I do not want to have policemen in the Trade Union. The
policemen have their work todo; they have to maintain dis-
cipline when we are on strike or have peaceful picketing
and see that the law is properly administered, They should
therefore function in their own organisation and have free=-
dom in it; but Iwill speak about that later on, I feel wo that
these things should apply not only to the ordinary man in
the ranks but to the man higher up. I feel, Mr, Chairman,
that if the Hon, Premier is still of the same mind as 1
am - he used to be = I think that Police come under his
control and all he will have todois to give a directive that
he does not believe it is for the good of this community or in
the best interest of the Island that the Commissioner of
Police or white members of the Police Force, whether in
the ranks or higher up, should belong to organisations
which ostensibly create illwill and hostility between
classes and the different races,

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr, Chairman, before the Hon. Prem=
ier replies, I take it he has been asked so many questions
that be willhave to reply to allhon, members, Would he tell
us ingeneral what might have been the reaction of the Police
delegation to this particular section? I think we have been
made to understand that this Bill was postponed to have
discussions with the delegation, and this particular PartX
should be of interest to that Police delegation, Something
which the hon, senior member for St, Peter mentioned has
made this other point come to my mind, The next Bill that
follows is the Police Service Commission Bill which deals
particularly with terms and conditions and so forth affect=~
ing members of the Police Force in the rank of Inspector
and above, and when the hon. senior member for St. Peter
is wondering whether the Commissioner of Police or any-
body like that could be a member of these particular organi-
sations, I would just like to belabour this point of view to
be assured by the Premier that the Commissioner of Police
and such people above the rank of Inspector are actually
affected and included in this Clause, or whether he re-
gards a member of the Force as a different breed of ani~
mal from an Inspector, the Commissioner or people of that
rank, It is just a matter of interpretation,

Hon, Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, to answer
this particular question, Ithink the hon. senior member for
St, Peter knowsor at least used to know my attitude on such
questions, That attitude is the same today as it ever was.

Now this is the first time that this Government has
ever had an opportunity to make a public announcement of
this sort. For the benefit of this Committee, Sir, I will say
that this Government has been and is still tackling the
Savannah Club on their policy. The Savannah Club rents
Government land, (Mr. BARROW: And you still allow them
1o do that,) I think the lease is renewable in the month of
April, and I called the President of the Savannah Club to
me, explained to him the Government's policy and remind-
ed him that the Club is renting Government land.

1.55 p.m,

With that in view, they will have tochange their policy
with regard to the admission of Negro members of the
public. We had quite a talk and I made them to understand
that the two conditions onwhich the lease would be renewed
are (1) increased rent, and (2) that this policy of theirs
as regards the non-admission of Negroes to the club must
be changed. I was surprised that I got an answer that they
agreed with my conditions but the sting was still there,
They say: ‘‘Look here, it is not a question of refusing to
admit Negroes. The policy is that every applicant must he
nominated and seconded by a member,’” However, we
succeeded in making a dent because the Chief Justice was
admitted a member after that,




843

Mr, TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a point of order.
Is the Hon, Premier seriously saying that the admission of
the Chief Justice of a British Colony intoa club like that is
making a dent?

Mr. BARROW: I, too, rise on a point of order, I was
listening to the Hon. Premier very carefully and he said
that although it has been their policy all these years, he
has only raised this question because the Chief Justice
was excluded from both the Savannah and the Barbados
Yacht Club.

Hon, Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I did not
say that and the hon, member knows very well that I did not

say that,
SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Mr. (HAIRMAN left the Chair and Mr, SPEAKER
took the Chair,

Mr, SPEAKER: It now being 2,00 p,m, o'clock, the
sitting of this House stands suspended until 2,30 p.m.
o'clock,

On resassembling,

Hon, Dr, H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Speaker, I notice
that there is no quorum and I ask that the Bell be rung.

The Bell was rung and a quorum obtained,
QUESTION TIME
Mr, SPEAKER: Question No, 58,

Mr, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, for some time Thave been
awaiting the Hon, Premier to find his missing file so as to
give me the answers to Question No, 5.

Mr, SPEAKER: It may be my mistake, but I thought I
said Question No, 58,

Mr. BARROW: No, Sir. What I was saying was that I
have been waiting for the Hon, Premier to give the answers
to Question No, 5 which Iunderstand could not be given be=
cause the file with that matter is missing. I wonder if I
can get any information as to whenthe Hon, Premier would
be ready, As Iunderstand it, the answers were ready but
the file was not available so that he could answer any sup=
plementary put to him,

Mr, SPEAKER: No, 58, Iobserve the hon, junior mem=
ber for St. Lucy is not in his place.

Mr. CRAWFORD: May I put the question for him?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member may not,

Mr. CRAWFORD: 1 am asking on the hon, member’s
behalf that the replies to these questions be held over,

,;('/‘TEACHING OF ECONOMICS AT QUEEN'S COLLEGE
- Mr, SPEAKER: Question No, 47,

Mr, CRAWFORD: I also am asking onthe behalf of the
hon, senior member for St. Lucy that the replies to these
questions be held over, As a matter of fact, the hon. mem=
ber is now taking his seat,

Mr. TUDOR; To enquire of the Hon, Minister of Educa=
tion:

Will the Minister state whether he now has anything to
add to his reply to Question No, 17/1960, with respect to
the teaching of Economics at Queen's College?

2. Will he further state whether he intends to allow this
subject to be taught in all the Grant~aided Secondary Schools
and, if so, at what level or levels, and as from when?

Hon, L, StA. THORNE: The replies are as follows:~

*“1. No, Sir,

2, If suitable teachers were available in any school I
should not oppose the introduction of Economics as a part

of general education on a syllabus as little theoretical as
possible and limited to some study of markets, trade unions,
banks, taxes, tariffs and the rest of the economic and so~
cial framework, Nevertheless, I share the view that special~
ist studyof this subject (Advanced Level) is something best
reserved for the university stage of education for the more
mature mind after a good educational background inhistory,
geography, or mathematics or literature or science,

Mr., BARROW: Is the hon, member aware = Sir, we
have had occasion to complain about the way in which this
public address systemof this House is operating. It is only
voluble for members of the Government Bench,

Mr, SPEAKER: Idonotthink it is right to say that now,

Mr., BARROW: Is the Hon, Minister aware that it is
impossible to gain admission to the Economic F aculty of the
London University unless a candidate for entrance has got
Economics at Advanced Level? The reason why I asked
that question is because the Hon, Minister in his answer
said that if suitable teachers were available in any school
he would not oppose the introduction of economics as a part
of general education on a syllabus as little theoretical as
possible and limited to some study of markets, trade un=
ions, banks, taxes, tariffs and the restof the economic and
social framework and he went on to say that he shares the
view that specialist study of this subject is something best
reserved for the university stage of education or for the
more matured mind.

2,35 p.m,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member concluded by making
a statement. Will he put the question again?

Mr, BARROW: 1 am enquiring whether the Minister is
aware that it is impossible togain admissionto the Econo~-
mic Faculty of the London University unless the candidate
for entrance has got Economics at Advanced Level.

Hon, L. StA, THORNE: Mr, Speaker, I would like to
preface this answer by saying that I am not posing as any
student of Economics, When this question was tabled by
the hon, senior member for St, Lucy, out of fairness to
the community I thought that it was my duty to get the
opinion of experts in this particular field before I made any
reply, I have had it on the authority of Professor Arthur
Lewis that there are two schools of thought as to where the
teaching of this important subject should begin, My reply is
based on the information whichIhave got, I am not ashamed
to confess that I am no expert at Economics so that in re=
ply to the question I would say that I am not aware of that,

Mr. TUDOR: Does the Minister mean that no pupil in
a Secondary School in the Sixth Form would possess a
mind mature enough to grapple with this subject?

Hon, L, StA, THORNE: I have not said that in anything
1 have answered,

Mr, TUDOR: Is the Minister aware that this subject has
been taught at Advanced Level in a primary school and is
being taught successfully in this island bothfor London and
Oxford and Cambridge?

Hon, L. StA, THORNE: I am pleased to hear that, and
nothing that I have said points to the reverse. I particular=
1y said that we could do some work.

Mr. TUDOR: Will the Minister then consider employing
staff?

Hon., L. StA, THORNE: 1 have no objection to that,

Mr., TUDOR: Why was it that the Department of Educa=~
tion sent around toSecondary Schools asking them to supply
a list of necessary books and whenwas that list supplied to
the Departmemnt?

Hon, L. StA, THORNE: I will have to enquire about that,
I do not know about any list having been sent around to
these Schools.,

Mr, TUDOR: There is another question, Would the Min=~
ister say why it was in answer toquestion No. 17/1960 that
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he assured the Honse that Economics was bedng taught at
Queen's College?

Hon, L. StA, THORNE: I have not yet said that Econo~
mics was not being taught there,

Mr. TUDOR: Can we hear from the Minister whether
it is being taught or not?

Hon, L. StA, THORNE: The answer Igaveon the occa=
sion to which the hon, member referred still holds good.

Mr. TUDOR: 1 am enquiring whether Economics is a
part of the scheme of study for Queen’s College.

Hon, L. StA, THORNE: I said that the answer I gave
when the hon, member asked the question still holds good.
Whatever that answer was, it still holds good now; there is
no change (A MEMBERI Let us get the Question Book.)

Mr, BARROW: While the hon. member is awaiting the
Question Book, I would like to ask the Minister whether he
is ready with the answer to Question No, 16 with regard to
what are the grounds for the refusal of study leave to Civil
Servants who desire to study (a) law, (b) economics,

Mr. SPEAKER: This is not now the time for a question
of that sort,

Mr., BARROW: I think it is appropriate for an hon,
member to ask if the reply to a question is ready, This
question is connected with the question the reply to which
we are now considering.

Mr, TUDOR: May I proceed to deal with Question No,
587
2,45 p.m,

Mr, Speaker, did the Minister not say in reply to
Question No, 17/1960 that Economics is included in the
scheme of studies at Queen’s College and that it is not
considered advisable to press for its general inclusion
until a supply of adequately qualified staff becomes more
readily available? If the Minister stands by that, will he now
tell us what he means by what he said today?

Hon, L, StA, THORNE: Mr, Speaker, may I enquire
how does what 1 said today differ from what the member
has just read?

Mr, TUDOR: Did not the Minister say inhis reply that
*I share the view that a specialist study of this subject
(Advanced Level) is something best reserved for the Uni-
versity stage of education’? How does the Minister recon=
cile that a study such as that at Advanced Level is best
reserved for University level and at the same time said a
year ago that it was included in the Scheme of Studies?

Hon, L, StA., THORNE: Did I say at Advanced Level?

Mr. TUDOR: Yes. I am reading from the text of his
answer and it says:- '‘Nevertheless I share the view that
specialist study of this subject (Advanced Level) is some~
thing best reserved for the University stage of education
or for the more mature mind after a good educational
background in history, or geography, or mathematics, or
literature, or science,

I want to know how he reconciles that with his earlier
contention as given in an answer ‘‘that it is included in
the scheme of studies at Queen’s College"’.

Hon. L. StA., THORNE: I particularly outlined in my
answer that I was not averse to the idea of having econo-
mic studies as a sort of general subject, and I gave an idea
of the syllabus which I would consider, Isaid nothing at all
which would even suggest that I was averse to the idea of
it being taught in schools,

Mr, TUDOR: Would the Minister explain, Mr, Speaker,
what he means by this part of his answer that *‘I share the
view that specialist study of this subject (Advanced Level)
is something best reserved for the University stage?'* What
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does he mean by that and how does he reconcile that with
the statement in answer to my question lastyear that the
subject is part of the syllabus of Queen's College?

Hon, L, StA, THORNE: I do not know if 1 had explained
when I began today that I sought the opinion of one of the
world's greatest students of Economics on this particular
question, a manwho is acknowledged throughout the world =
Professor Arthur Lewis, I pointed out that as a result of
that set-up 1 wasmade aware of the fact that even if Econo=
mics isdone inthe SixthForm, whenthe student reaches the
University, he has got to start.from scratch, The advice of
the expert is that it is best for a student to get a good foun=
dation in certain subjects and then go up to the University
and start this subject of Economics. That is what I meant
when I said I shared the view,

Mr, TUDOR: In view of what the Minister has just
said, does he then intend to take Economics off or rather
to remove it from the scheme of studies of Queen’s College
since Queen’s College is not yet a University?

Hon,L. StA, THORNE: No, Mr, Speaker. Ihave absolute-
ly no intention so to do.

Mr. TUDOR: Well, then, if the Minister is still going
to retain the special study of Economics in the scheme of
Government at Queen's College, will he thenfirstof alllet
it be known that that subject is being taught, and secondly
expand it to other schools?

Hon, L, StA. THORNE: Ihave to remind the hon. mem=
ber that Iparticularly pointed out that while Economics as a
general subject is being taught, I have absolutely no objec=
tion to that idea; but Icannot promise the hon, member that
I would give the word that it should be taught at Advanced
Level throughout all the schools when we have not got the
necessary staff and against the opinion or the idea of the
expert, The expert in his advice says that if Barbados
wants to swim along with the other people, it is a matter
for them, This is a matter, therefore, whichcalls for very
careful consideration, and it is not amatter just to introduce
a subject because it is done in other places, One wants to
satisfy oneself if such a step is taken that one would not be
doing the wrong thing, I am not at all opposed to the idea
of widening the curriculum of schools, but Iam not prepared
to go wild goose chasing without being sure of the results.

Mr, TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, will the Minister say then
at what level it is being taught at Queen’s College now and
who teaches it?

Hon, L. StA. THORNE: Mr, Speaker, I cannot offhand
give the answer to those questions, but Icanget the answers
for the hon, member.,

Mr, TUDOR: Is it being taught at all? Am I not entitled
to have an answer from the Hon, Minister, Mr, Speaker ?

Hon, L. StA, THORNE: Mr, Speaker, I have answered
that question over and over again,

Mr, TUDOR: What is the answer?

Hon. L. StA, THORNE: You gave yourself the trouble
to send for the Question Book; please consult it.

Mr. TUDOR: Well, Mr. Speaker, iftheMinister tells
me to consult the Question Book, there is the statement
there that the subject is included in the scheme of studies
of Queen’s College, Is the inclusion in the scheme of stu-
dies the same as saying that it is being taught?

Hon, L. StA, THORNE: I do not see how that question
arises, Mr, Speaker,

Mr, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, isthe Minister aware that
although Economics is included, as he assures us, in the
scheme of studies at Queen’s College, it is not taught at
Queen’s College at all? Is he aware of that?

Hon, L, StA, THORNE: Mr, Speaker, 1 am not aware
of that,




Mr. BARROW: Then you should have said that,

Mr, TUDOR: Is the Minister further aware that a mem-
ber of Queen’s College was detailed to discover from the
Principal of a Secondary school what books should be used
and what the nature of the syllabus was both for *‘A* and
0" levels.

Hon, L. StA. THORNE: Mr. Speaker, I should like to
thank the hon, member for the informationhe has given. He
could hardly expect that a Minister would know everything
that goes on in a school, asno individual can be here, there
and everywhere, If the hon. member is sogracious and in=
terested as to offer the information, I will gladly except it
and investigate it,

2.55 p.m,

RESOLUTION re SUGAR ENQUIRY COMMISSION
UNDER Mr. CARL GOLDENBERG

Mr. SPEAKER: Private Members® Busirmess. The first
Order is to resume debate on the following Resohition: Re-
solution relative to an exhaustive investigation into all
phases of the Sugar Industry in Barbados by the Sugar En~
quiry Commission under the Chairmanship of Mr. Carl
Goldenberg.

On the last occasion, the Hon, Minister of Trade was
speaking when Government Business was resumed.

Hon, M, E. COX: Mr, Speaker, I must apologise to the
House if I appear to be speaking at length on this matter.
The Minister of Agriculture has already spoken, but in
view of the fact that theemphasis is being laid upon the re-
sults achieved by the workers, as the Minister for Labour,
1 tlink that I should put our positionas clearly as possible.
First of all, I would like to read the Resolution, It reads as
follows:~

“WHEREAS the future of the sugar industry is uncer~
tain and there istherefore urgent need to place every phase
of its operation on the most rational basis:"

At a later stage I will try to develop those words
“rational hasis®’.

“BE IT RESOLVED thart the Government take steps to
invite the Sugar Enquiry Commission under the chairman
of Mr, H, Carl Goldenberg, Canadian economist~lawyer,
which recently enquired into the sugar industry of Jamaica,
with such excellent results for the workers and cane farm-
ers to undertake a most exhaustive investigation into all
phases of the sugar industry in Barbados."

You will see that the emphasis is on the workers and
there is where I believe I come more so than my hon, col-
league.,

I said on the last occasion how the Agreement to pro-
tect the sugar growers in the West Indies and perhaps all
countries came about and I referred to the part played by
the Prime Minister of the West Indies who was the Leader
of the House at that time, and also our present Premier, 1
told the House how they had gone to England and had put
our case for the sugar growers and the workers in that
industry and as a result of that, there were demonstrations
throughout all London, I saw photographs of those demon-
strations with placards, and so on, trying to get the British
Government to become more interested in the plight of the
workers and sugar growers of these territories and, there~
fore, make it more possible for these people to earn a live=~
lihood out of the industry,

I want to refer to show in no uncertain manner that
there could be absolutely no correctness = Iput it mildly -
in the statement made in the Resolution before the House
as sponsored by the hon, senior member for St, Philip, What
is the position? In 1951 after we brought down a gentleman
by the name of Mr. Duffy under the Governorship of Sir
Alfred Savage who was very interested in the plight of the
common people, if I may put it that way, because no doubt
he had quite a number of enemies so far as some of the
wealthy people are concerned, that gentleman, Mr Duffy,
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made a survey and made certain recommendations after
seeing the people interested in this industry, and as a re-
sult a recommendation was made providing for an agree~
ment, This is a draft whichIhavein nty hand of the agree-
memt reached and I am going toquote it because it {s a pub-
lic document of this House, A Resolutionwas passed to the
effect, 1 start with this because it would lead up to what was
agreed on and reported by the Minister of Food in England,
who was Major Lloyd George at the time, This is what the
Agreement says:-

A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT made and entered
this day of 1951 BETWEEN ERNEST STANLEY ROBINSON
of Constant in the parish of Saint George in this island,
Plamer, of the FIRST PART HAMPDEN ARCHIBALD CUKE
of Banavie in the district known as Belleville in the parish
of Saint Michael in this Island, Accountant of the SECOND
PART JULIAN AUBREY MAHON of LionCastle in the par-
ish of Saint Thomas in this Island, Plamer, of the THIRD
PART GILBERT DARNLEY BYNOE of Veronda in the district
known as Hastings in the parish of Christ Church in this
Island, Company Director of the FOURTH PART HARRY
St. GEORGE WARD of Durants Plantation in the parish of
Christ Church in this Island, Planter of the FIFTH PART
GRANTLEY HERBERT ADAMS of Tyrol Cot in the parish
of Saint Michael in this Island, Barrister~at=law of the
SIXTH PART FRANK L, WALCOTT of Bank Hall in the
parish of Saint Michael in this Island, Esquire, of the
SEVENTH PART H, GORDON CUMMINS of Bank Hall in
the parish of Saint Michael in this Island, Doctor of Medi-
cine, of the EIGHTH PART and your humble servant of the
NINTH PART; WHEREAS informal discussions have been
taking place between the parties to this Agreement in their
respective individual capacities regarding certain propo~
sals concerning the finance of the Sugar Industry of this Co~
lony AND WHEREAS it is the clear and expressed desire
and intention of the parties to this agreement to achieve
through the execution of this agreement and the implementa-
tion of the proposals as are hereinafter setout the objective
of the avoidance of friction with the Labour Union, the es-
tablishment of goo¢ industrial relations betweenemployers
and workers in the Sugar Industry of this Colony and the
avoidance of the usual protracted annual negotiations be-
tween the Sugar Producers’ Federation of Barbados and the
Barbados Workers® Union regarding increases inthe wages
of workers in the Sugar Industry AND WHEREAS it is the
desire of the parties to this Agreement that the matters on
which conditional agreement has been reached should be
embodied in a written document for submissiontoand con=
sideration of their respective organisations.

3.05 p.am.

NOW IT IS HEREBY AGREED that the parties hereto of
the first to the fifth parts inclusive respectively will sub=-

mit to the general body of Sugar Producers of this Colony

for their consideration and that the parties hereto of the

Sixth to the Ninth: parts inclusive respectively will sub=

mit to the Labour Union for its consideration the matters

contained herein and that having themselves in their res-

pective individual capacities agreed to the matters ascon=

tained herein conditionally on the acceptance thereof by

their respective organizations they respectively will use

their best endeavours to obtain acceptance thereof by such

organisations at the earliest possible date, thatisto say:="

At this stage, Mr., DEPUTY SPEAKER tok the Chair,

Hon, M, E, COX: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I was reading
from this Memorandum of Agreement and it goes on to
say this:

‘(a) That the Sugar Producers' Federation of Barba-
dos should be asked to amend the existing wage agreements
with the concurrence of the Barbados Worker s’ Union so as
to provide for a production bonus at the undermentioned
rates onallcrops which are 5,000 tons in excess of a sta~
tic average of 120,000 tons"',.Upto a figure of 125,000 tons
and over. 1%,

The amount goes on progressively increased until you
come to the amount of 210,000 tons and over.26 1/2%; and
above that figure there is an increase of 1 1/2% per 5,000
tons in respect of every further 5,000 tons over 210,000
tons.




As far as the cane growers are concerned, the Agree=
ment provided that they get the sameprice for their canes
as long as they joined together and submitted and sent in
under one name or organisation anything from 5,000 tons
upwards. This Agreement which Thave inmyhand is a Jong
Agreement and the hon, member ought to know what was
put hefore this House of Assembly. When this Agreement
was put to the House, it was regarded as the Magna Carta
of Barbados in so far as the sugar industry is concerned.
That was in 1951,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, after proceeding with that Agree-

MEeNt.eecenes

Mr. CRAWFORD: On a point of order. I should just
like to put the record straight, Although the hon. member
appears to be reading from the Agreement, twoof the facts
which he has quoted are incorrect., In the first place, the
figure is 500 and not 5,000, and inthe second place there is
a proviso with regard to the price paid for plantation canes
and the price paid for peasants® canes, The hon, member
has not read that Proviso,

Hon, M, E, COX: Mr, Deputy Speaker, 1 hold in my
hand a copy of the Agreement. I was reading it and I know
I am correct in quoting the figure 5,000 and not 500,

Mr. CRAWFORD: Not in the context of what he said.

Hon., M, E, COX: I am not giving way; the hon, mem=~
ber is only interrupting me,

Mr, CRAWFORD: I am entitled to do it,
Hon. M. E. COX: I am not sitting,e.eees

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: If the hon, member hasrisen
o:: a point of order the Hon, Minister must allow me to hear
ti:at point of order.

Mr. CRAWFORD: The hon, member said that the pea~
sants could get together and submit and send in a certain
amount of canes and they will get the same price for them
as a plantation would get, I am saying that the figure in that
context is 500 and not 5,000; and the Proviso goes on to say
that the peasants will get the same price for their canes
as the plantations will get provided that the plantation has
not got any shares in the factory.

Hon, M, E. COX: When I refer to the figure 5,000, I
meant as far as production bonus is concerned. On the
question of the sending of canes to the factory by peasants,
the hon, member is right, The proviso says: ‘‘provided al-~
so that where a Co=-operative Society supplies canesin ex~
cess of 500 tons to any factory, the delivery of such canes
being if required spread over the whole crop, the Society
shall be paid the same extra price which is paid to outside
estates ranging from 5 cents to 35 cents per ton for  similar
quantities."’

As 1 have already said, I do not think it is necessary
for me to read the whole Agreement because it is a long
one, The hon, member would have had the opportunity of
reading this Agreement although he had no epportunity to
take part in the negotiations in respect of this industry,

ir. CRAWFORD: On a point of order. The hon, mem=
ber also said that when the document was brought on the
floor of this House, it was regarded as the Magna Carta
of the industry by them; but we criticised it and the debates
will show the strictures which we made against it,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Minister madethose re=
marks in his opening speech and the hon, member did not
rise on any point of order.

Mr, CRAWFORD: I began by making both points of
order simultaneously.

Hon. M, E. COX: I said that whenever the Labour Party
and tle Union got increased wages for the people in the su=-
gar industry, the hon, member used to say that the workers
would get more if it had not beenfor this getting together....

Mr., CRAWFORD: On a point of order. Iwill expose the
whole matter in detail when I get up to reply, bt on every
single occasion when we made that allegation we substan-
tiated it by facts and figures, and on many occasions I will
prove that the matter was rectified.

3.15 psm.,

Hon, M, E, COX: Nothing that he does this afternoon =
even if he interrupts allthetime = is going to stop me, and
I will say exactly what I want to say. The member did that
all the time, The hon, member was once supposed to be
the Leader or Colonel of a Party called the Wes: Indian
National Congress which is extinct today; it dwindled to
nothingness. He is now whatis regarded as Assistant Lieu=
tenant General of a Party of five members, because the
people realised that they were just misleading them all
along and were not prepared to put up with it,

Mr., CRAWFORD: On a point of order, I object to his
ranting, humatic remarks, He is not on a street corner, A
lot of them brought you back in here, but they are going
to get you out too, The point is, Mr, Deputy Speaker, if he
has nothing to say, let him sit down and not waste time.
There is no point in going back to an Agreement of six
years ago.

Hon, M, E. COX: I am going through all the Agree~
ments, It is all right to get up and mislead people by telling
them that there is all this wrong with the sugar industry and
the perilous position we are reaching, while the people who
are interested in this have absolutely nothing todo with it,

Mr, CRAWFORD: On a point of order, thatis not true.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon, member has not
said anything out of order.

Mr, CRAWFORD: He did say a lot, He said that the
people who were interested in this did not say that anything
was wrong, The people are the workers, and since the
agreement, they went on strike in 1958 and we got more
wages for them. That is how we got the St, John seat and
the other seat,

Hon. M, E, COX: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I know the hon,
member too well, and I know that he has thriven for all
these years on misleading people,

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I cbjecttwo a
character like him coming in here and even suggesting
somebody can mislead somebody. He is famous for using
words he does not know the meaning of, but he should not
use them where I am concerned. If he wants to find out the
facts about what I am talking, Jet himgo to my constituents
and ask them,

Hon, M, E, COX: This is the Commonwealth Agreement
of 1952, 1 am prepared todevelop my argument to show that
the sham Resolution that he has brought in this House today
is purely.ceceoee

Mr, CRAWFORD: I am not having that at all, He can~
not call my Resolution a sham Resolution,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: To what is the hon, member
objecting ?

Mr, CRAWFORD: 1 am objecting to the hon, member
calling the Resolution a sham Resolution, He has never
brought one yet in the Sugar Industry. He just quoted Mr,
Duffy; he was brought after a similar Resolution was
brought by me,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER;: The hon. member is objecting
to the Hon, Minister calling the Resolution a sham Resolu-
tion, You are objecting to the word ‘‘sham", Is that unpar~-
liamentary?

Mr, CRAWF ORD:; Whether or not it is unparliamentary,
I am saying on a pointof order that I am not having him ac-
cusing me either or questioning on the floor of the House
the bona fidesof a Resolution 1am presenting, When I come
to talk I will substantiate the allegations Ihave made in the
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Resolntion, This is the third Resolution Ihave brought, and
on each occasion we have had an enquiry., We have had
Shepard, Duffy and Lewis, and we are going to have another,
and no pigmy will stop it either,

Hon, M, E, COX: He has a lot to say and still would
not allow me to speak. I am going to prove what I am saying
in no uncertain manner even to the satisfaction of some of
the gullible people who follow him blindly. He is just making
a political football of this situation,

Mr, CRAWFORD:; Mr, Deputy Speaker, Iam not having
those remarks at all, In19581had a similar Resolution and
they chased him out of St, John and St, George.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. member must take
his seat. When you are going to make a point of order, you
must get up and say you are rising on a point of order and
then begin to make your point, If amember just gets up and
says the slightest thing, you say you are not going to have
it; you might as well say you are going to turn him down.,

Hon, M, E, COX: I am going 1o quote to show in no
uncertain manner how misleading he is and has always been
and perhaps will always be.

Mr, CRAWFORD: On a point of order; the position is
this, Mr, Deputy Speaker; we can carry on this for ever if
they do not want me to talk today, but the point is that he
cannot get up there and except from the depth of his own
tortuous mind present anything to substantiate the state~
ment that I have misled somebody.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister saysheis
going to show how misleading the hon, member is; so he
should just wait and see, I am sure Iheard a voice say
‘*wait and see'’.

Mr. CRAWFORD: On a point of order, nobody said so,
Even if somebody said so, I do not know the individual in=-
volved and I am not having anybody accuse me of misleading
anybody, because 1 have never done it and never will; and
the information I have will prove Inever have, At any rate,
he is not the arbiter of whether or not I mislead anybody.

Hon, M, E. COX: Now this is a booklet, Mr, Deputy
Speaker which is No, 1 of February 6th, 1952, ‘‘New Ap-
proach by Monthly Survey of Commonwealth and Colonial
Affairs®! issued by the Conservative Research Department
in conjunction with the Conservative Overseas Bureau, This
is when a Conservative Government was inpower, because
the Labour Government lost power in 1952 and therefore
this was under them and not under the Labour Government,
When 1 refer to him, he and the Conservatives are the same
thing; the only difference is that they have more money than
he and be is trying to get asmuch as he can out of thems .

On page 3 under ‘‘Commonwealth Sugar Agreement*’,
on 21st December the Minister of Food, Major Lloyd
George on behalf of his Majesty’s Government signed an
agreement with the Sugar Industries of Queensland, South
Africa, Fiji, Mauritius and the British West Indiesprovid=
ing for the supply of sugar to the United Kingdom, and for
the development of sugar production in the Empire, The
Agreement runs until 1959 with provision for annual ex-
tension; that means that at the end of every year you ex~
tend the Agreement by another year, whichgives the Agree~
ment a life of 8 consecutive years,

3.25 p.m,

““The producers would therefore be able to plantheir pro-
duction ahead in the knowledge that the Agreememt has
eight yearsto run, It is designed to secure the orderly mar=-
keting of the Commonwealth Sugar up to an annual total of
2,375,000 tons,. Of this, 900,000 tons had been allocated to
the West Indies, 600,000 tons to Australia, 470,000 tons to
Mauritius, 200,000 tons to South Africa, 170,000 tons to
Fiji, 25,000 to British Honduras and 10,000 to E, Africa.

“The United Kingdom has undertaken to buy 1,568,000
tons and New Zealand 75,000 at a uniform Commonwealth
price which shall be reasonably remunerative to efficient
producers. The price for 1952 is to be £38, 10s a ton, an
increase of £5, 12s, 6d. over the 1951 price, The balance

not sold at the negotiated price may be sold competitively
in the preferential markets of the United Kingdom and Can=
ada,'*

You will remember that I referred to Sir Grantley
Adams and other West Indian leaderswho went up to Eng-
land and fought to get a guaranteed market and price for
their sugar,

*‘This agreement finalises, with satisfaction to all, ne=
gotiations which started nearly two vears ago with the So=
cialist Government, and which at one time had aroused
considerable bitterness among sugar producers overseas,
especially in the West Indies. A leading article on the
agreement from a paper devoted to West Indian interests
concludes with the words:

““In recent years many hard expressions have emanated
from the British West Indies in regard to the policy of His
Majesty's Government toward those colonies, The events of
the recent past are among the most hopeful that have oc=
curredinWest Indian history. The British West Indies will
not be slow to recognise with gratitude that real progress
has been made,*

Mr, Deputy Speaker, that was the position in 1952, In
1959, as I said, the agreement would have expired, but in
this agreement, as you will see,every year the Sugar Pro-
ducers® Association of the Island goes up to England where
the International Sugar Council meets and discusses this
question and another year is added to the agreement, In
other words, the agreement has a life of eight years, The
agreement to date in 1961 has a life up to 1969, Where is
this uncertainty in our industry? Let us go a little further.

Perhaps at this stage I should say this, The hon. senior
member for St. Philip talks about putting the sugar industry
on a rational basis and he wants something done similarly
as was done in Jamaica. All of us know what has happened
in Jamaica, Those of us who have the interest of the Island
at heart would not want what happened in Jamaica to happen
here. As a result of the recommendations made by Mr,
Goldenberg, the sugar industry of Jamaica to some extent
has been rationalised to the tune that something like be-
tween 1,000 and 1,500 workers have been put outof work.
If the hon, member talks of putting it on a rational basis,
1 presume he knows what “‘rationalise’® means. It would
mean that he is in favour of having less plants, more me=
chanical equipment in the sugar industry and therefore, a
considerable reduction in the number of persons who are
employed in this sort thing. That is all he means and he
laughs when I say so.

Mr, CRAWFORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, 1 rise on a
point of order. Idonotcarewhathe says after this, I asked
for an enquiry into this industry. I have talked about ra-
tionalising the industry, Mr, Deputy Speaker, if he knows so
much about Jamaica he ought to know or enquire to find
out when they began mechanisation in the industry. Before
Mr. Goldenberg carried out the Commission, there was
bulk shipping of sugar,

Hon, M. E, COX: Sir, I am dealing specifically with
those persons who work in the field, loading canes, etc.
Let him deny that as a result of the recommendations of
Mr, Goldenberg the firm has not brought in mechanical
loading. This is what the hon, member says inthis Resolu-
tion and I would read it again:

WHEREAS the future of the sugar industry is uncer=-
tain and there istherefore urgent need to place every phase
of its operation on the most rational basis;"

I do not know what he means by that,
Mr. CRAWFORD: Go and look for it in the dictionary,

Hon, M, E, COX: You might have some different in-
terpretation to what I mean, I recognise the accepted in-
terpretation of what this word means, If, as he says, you
must rationalise this industry, it can only meangetting rid
of manual labour and using mechanical equipment.

Mr. CRAWF ORD: Let the hon. member read what I say,
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Hon., M, E., COX;: The hon. member believes he is talk-
ing to some of those people whom he can fool. He believes
that he is talking to some of those people whom he told to
vote Congress and he would get them to Brazil. The hon.
member was a member of this Government from 1946 to
1947 and he had a golden opportunity, if he wanted to do
something, to have something done: but his political ideas
were not consonant with honest representation in that quart=
er and, therefore, he had to withdraw,

Mr, CRAWF ORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Iriseona point
of order. Let us say for a moment that people cannot help
getting into the gutter, into the mire and filth, but certainly
this is not a place for misstatements like that, Everybody
in here knows the facts of my refusal to go on with the
Coalition Government and the facts are there inthe records.
1 submitted to the Government that unless my Party nomi=
nees were there Iwas not staying, Secondly, I am not having
the hon, Minister here to misquote me on any matter at
all, They began mechanical experiments inJamaica before
Mr. Goldenberg was there.

Hon, M. E. COX:Mr, Deputy Speaker, the hon. member
has a right to reply and Iam not allowing him to throw me
off.

3.35 p,m,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: You can reply to that,

Mr. CRAWFORD: liisnottrue, and I am correcting the
hon. member now,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. member willhave a
chance to reply.

Mr. CRAWFORD: It is absolutely incorrect to saythat
an enquiry into the sugar industry must lead to the mechani-
zation of which the hon, member is talking, I said that Ja-
maica began experimenting with mechanical cane-loaders
since 1957 - some three years before Mr, Carl Goldenberg
came out,

Hon, M, E, COX: The hon. member introduced this Re-
solution and Icannot help believing that hon, members sleep
at night and do not understand whatone is saying, This Re=
solution asks the Government to take steps to invite the Su=
gar Commission under the chairmanship of Mr, H, Carl
Goldenberg, Canadian Economist-Lawyer, which recently
enquired into the sugar industry of Jamaica with such ex-
cellent results for the workers and cane farmers, to under-
take a most exhaustive investigation into all phases of the
sugar industry in Barbados, I want to say that some of the
excellent results to which the hon, member isreferring is
that over 1,000 people have been put out of work,

Mr, CRAWF ORD: On a point of order. The excellent re-~
sults to which I am referring are the 12 1/2% increase for
1959 - 60 which the Jamaican workers got under the Gold-
enberg award, Those are the excellent results about which 1
am talking,

Hon. M, E, COX: Well, the hon, member wants the in-
dustry rationalised,

Mr, CRAWFORD: 1 said further that whenMr, Golden=-
berg came out, because of the previous attempt at this is=
sue, it caused Monymusk to mechanise the industry.

Hon, M, E, COX: I do not believe that even the most
ardent supporters of the hon, member would accept any
nonsense which the hon. member is putting forward as
against what I am putting forward to this House,

Mr. CRAWFORD: On a point of order. Mr. Deputy
Speaker, the day when an hon, member like him can tell
me that I am talking nonsense, I would drown myself, 1
repeat that it is absolutely incorrect to read into this
Resolution any question of the wholesale rationalisation of
the sugar industry or to say that anenquiry must necessari-
ly mean wholesale mechanisation of the sugar industry.
When I refer to the excellent results for the workers and
cane farmers, I am referring to the 12 1/2% increase in
wages for 1959 and a similar amount for 1960 as a result
of the enquiry conducted by Mr, Goldenberg,

Hon, M, E, COX: I am not wasting much time with the
hon, member; he is trying to make what is a glaringly bad
case agood one, He is now saying that he would not advocate
any wholesale rationalisation. I referred to what the hon,
member has set out in this Resolution, that is, the urgent
need to place every phase of theoperationof the sugar in-
dustry onthe most rational basis. He has used a specula-
tive term,

Mr. CRAWFORD: On a point of order. if I were ever
to get up in here and say that the hon, member was talking
rationally, which would never happen,it would meanto him
that he is rationalised; it would mean that the Government
owns him or something like that. The word ‘‘rational®’
does not mean what he is talking about,

Hon, M, E, COX: At a later stage he will know what it
means. This is the position. We will leave this three-year
Agreement as far as thepeasants and growers of canes are
concerned, In 1954 this is what the Labour Commissioner
reported to the Ministry. He said that the Barbados Sugar
Producers® Federation and the Barbados Workers® Union
have recently concluded a further three-year Agreement
for wages and conditions of work inthe sugar industry. He
went on to say that he would forward copies of this Agree-
ment to the Secretary of the Ministry. The hon. senior
member for St, Philip is not in this matter at all; he has
no organisation, he has no Union and no Party. Up to now
they cannot agree among themselves, although they would
like to lead the people,to have a leader, I am sorry, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, the hon. member is the Leader.

Mr, CRAWFORD: On a point of order. When we had a
constitution for a Party they had none at all, Even a blind
man on a trotting horse can see that we have a Leader. We
have a Leader of the Opposition and he speaks for the Op=
position both here and abroad, Has not the Governor him-
self recognised the Leader of the Opposition?

Hon, M, E. COX: The Leader of the Opposition is not
necessarily the Leader of the Party, The hon, member is
referring to the Parliamentary Leader of the Party, but
there should be somebody who is Leader of the Party, We
have a Leader of our Party and we recognise such a Lead=
er which they have not done up tonow, When he talks about
their beil'lg recognisedcocooooo.on'lnc

Mr. CRAWFORD: On a point of order. EveryParty has
a Parliamentary Leader and I will say atthis stage that as
long as the hon. member gets up and makes nonsensical
statements I will get up on a point of order and correct
them. The British Labour Party and the BritishConserva~-
tive Party have their Chairman and their Parliamentary
Leader, Mr, Attlee was Prime Minister and there was also
a Leader of the Party, We weretohave a strike according
to the Barbados Labour Party, but it has not come off yet,
3.45 p.m,

Hon. M, E, COX: I was saying, Mr, Deputy Speaker,
that that is an Agreement which was signed on behalf of
the workers by the Barbados Workers® Union and by repre-
sentatives of the Sugar Producers’ Federation in 1954,
That ran on until 1958 and we all know that there was a
breakdown in relationship between the Union and theSugar
Producers' Federation in 1958, Everybody knows except the
hon. senior member for St, Philip that it became necessary
for the Government to bring to this island Mr, Lewis as
Chairman of an Arbitration Board in the dispute,

It is all well and good after people have done work =
some of them say that, of course, the Five Year Planis a
good Plan but that they should get anopportunity to operate
it now instead of those chaps = to want to come in. They
want somebody to work for them, to workhard and plan and
then let them come in and enjoy any substance or sweets if
there are any to get. In 1945 they brought all the people
down to the Park and kept them hungry in Bridgetown all
day while they themselves went to the Marine Hotel and
had their bellies full, but everybody knows that the strike
was a flop and they sent the people back and told them to
take whatever they could get for cutting the canes,

Mr. CRAWFORD: On a poimt of order, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, those are two more evidences of his fertile and
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wicked mentality, I do not know who went to the Marine
Hotel on the day he is talking about; and secondly, there was
no question at al} of bringing workers to town in the way he
said. The facts are, Mr, Deputy Speaker = and they must go
on record = that there was an island-wide strike of agri-

cultural workers in this island and there was no reaping of
the crop at all. We regarded it as our duty to give some

sort of direction to the workers in a crisis like that, but
the strike was purely voluntary, It started in St, Philip
and Christ Chyrch and spread throughout the island, and inthe
absence of a direction of a certain sort, we regarded it as
our duty to do it. :

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am going to appeal to both
hon, members. I have given enough latitude with regard to
the strike in the island, and Iwill ask you to get along with
the Resolution and leave out personal remarks,

Hon, M, E, COX: With great respect to Your Honour,
you will recall that the hon, member referred to Mr, Lewis
whom we brought here, and said that they are the people
who were responsible for getting these increased wages for
the workers, Am I not allowed to refer to that?

/
Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I was not referringtothat; 1
was referring to the talk about bringing the workers to
town and people going to the Marine and all that.

Hon, M, E. COX: Youhave got to put people like him on
the spot and remind him of the past,

Mr, CRAWFORD: With your lies?
Hon, M. E. COX: Do you think all the people are dead?

Mr, CRAWFORD: You have an imagination like a cess
pito :

Hon, M, E. COX: The hon. member is referring to that
strike but Your Honour will remember that you were in it
100, We went the length and breadthof this island appealing
to the people to cut the canes and told them that we would
see to it that from trashing right up would be arranged long
before the crop was reaped and as aresult we brought Pro-
fessor Lewis here. We kept a meeting in Marchfield, in St,
Martins Road and the people listened to us, but up came the
member and broke up our meeting and told the people that
we were getting money from the wealthy people,

Mr, CRAWFORD:; On a point of order, if instead of
tackling the people’s business we are making fun, let us
make fun, As a matter of fact, I do not know whether or
not he was at the meeting he is talking about, but I know
tthat Sir Grantley Adams and Mr, Hugh Springer were there,
and I know that they were telling the people that they could
not get $1 per hundred which we said they could get for cut=
ting canes; and I know too that I had to restrain the mem-
ber sitting at his side from hurling stones at them,

Hon, D, D, GARNER: On a point of order, Mr, Deputy
Speaker, I want to tell the hon, member that he is trespas=~
sing on very dangerous ground. If he stands on the floor of
this House and makes a statement just like that, I will re-
taliate, The hon. member should not make careless state~
ments like that unless he is joking.

Mr, CRAWFORD: I am inviting the hon. member to re~
taliate,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 am appealing to the hon,
senior member for St, Philip to let us get along with the
Resolution,

Mr, CRAWF ORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I am saying that
it is not true to say that we were telling people they could
do this and do that. They told people point blank to go back
to work and that they could notget $1 per hundred because
the sugar industry could not pay them, That is the reason
why they were chased out of St. George and St, Philip,

Hon, M, E, COX: Iknow the hon. member so well that I
do not want to tell him the whole truth and nothing but the
wuth this afternoon, You know what Mr, Wooding said.
(Mr. CRAWFORD: We know what Mr, Malone said too,) Do
not let us touch that at all because I would put you to sleep.

I was saying that onthisquestion it is known by every=
body in this island, Mr, Deputy Speaker, that the Govern=
ment came in at that time and set up a Board of Enquiry,
and the Board of Enquiry made certain recommendations
which were accepted by the Union and the Sugar Producers®
Association, I am trying to establish the facts of this he=
cause you might not be as well acquainted with the mechan~
ics of this set up.

3.55 p.n.

That is as far as the hon, member is concerned, He
has absolutely no case on this, Iwould like to tell him that
it is a reflectionon the strength and capability of the Union,
Again, I repeat, with no Union, no Party, no organisation
whatsoever to come here this afternoon, the hon, member
is trying to influence people that something is again radical«
ly wrong with the main industry of this country on which the
people of this country depend for a livelihood and the Union
which claims to represent them, as they all think has said
nothing.

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, I rise on a point of order., The
hon, member is not clear onthe wordshe used. Every hon,
member is free, This is no reflection on somebody, This is
no reflection on any organisation, Each hon, member of this
House is free to bring in any Resolution he cares to bring
to this House.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Sir, may ! remind the House that I
was elected here by the constituents of St, Philip and I am
entirely free to present their case at any time in any man-
ner I see fit and, so far as this particular matter is con=~
cerned, I can only say that the factsare that even although
the Union had negotiated in 1958 onthe part of these work=
ers, there was still a strike and that fact speaks for itself.

Hon, M, E,COX:Iamwell aware of the reminder given
by the hon., senior member for St, Peter and I am also
aware of the reminder by the hon. senior member for St,
Philip; but we are also aware of the fact that more often
than not, those hon, member s who know, know that when they
are expressing a point of view inthe House of Assembly it
means absolutely nothing apartfrom the fact that they make
the public believe that they are doing something for them.
What is the hon, senior member for St, Peter saying? He is
saying ‘‘yes; they have the right to do it',

Mr. WALCOTT: The hon. member must know the words
he uses. I am not responsible for his mediocrity but he is
responsible for the words he uses.

Hon., M, E, COX: It is the right of every member to
come in here as long as the Deputy Speaker allows him
and raise any point of view, The hon. member agrees to
that and I am aware of that, What I am saying is that when
you speak you should speak in a responsible manner, you
should not try to mislead and fool people. But, of course, if
some of them do not do that, they would not get six votes.
The hon, senior member for St, Philip is famous for doing
that all the time.

Here is a Trade Union in the country, the only Union
that can use its might and power to stop the mills from
turning, and it is going to support something brought by
the hon. member who has no power, no organisation, no
Party, no anything, Somebody said that theycalled a strike
and they advised the people inQueen’s Park at that meeting
in this way: **Donot do a spot of work;*® ‘‘Draw your belt.**
They advised them to do that when some of the leaders were
calling for twelve dozen boned flying fish and carrying them
home. That is how they fast. They suggested to the people
to fast, They did not suggest to give them anything but
they suggested that those people should starve and draw
their belts,

Mr, CRAWF ORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I rise onanother
point of order. What we suggested 1o the people was that
the Government should be asked to appoint a Committee of
Enquiry to investigate the grievances which the people had
and they supported a Resolution to that effect, Then, some
of the agricultural workers accompanied the Leader of our
Party to Government House and presented a Resolution to
the Governor, and the Governor set up a Board of Enquiry
of Mr, Lewis, Mr, Osmond Dyce and Mr, Jack Dear, to look
into the question. Therefore, when somebody says that we
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did not do anything for them and asked them to fast and
then somebody went and bought flying fish, I only said that
somebody would distort the Sermon on the Mount,

Hon, M, E, COX:Sir, anybody who heard that statement
would believe that they were the instigators of this en-
quiry, (Mr, CRAWFORD: We were,) The Hon, Premier and
I were in Trinidad when we received a cable from Govern-
ment House and we went and discussed with Mr, Gomes the
matter, asking him if he would come up here and sit as
Chairman of the Board of Enquiry and he recommended us
to one or two people, We discussed that in Trinidad at the
opening of the Federal Parliament and it was only after 1
came back from Trinidad.eesesess

Mr. CRAWFORD: I rise on a point of order.

Hon, M, E, COX:Why should the hon. member interrupt
me? He has the right to reply.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: If an hon, member riseson a
point of order, 1 have to hear his point of order.

Mr, CRAWFORD: It is not true to say that he went to

Mr, Gomes in Trinidad because Mr, Gomes was here then.
That is the first point, The second is this, What is he say=-
ing? 1am not saying that he did not get a message from Gov-
ernment House. We went to Government House and called on
the Governor to have a Commission of Enquiry into the mat=
ter, There were over 7,000 people present at the meeting,. If
the Governor acquainted them about the matter in Trinidad,
that is the Governor's business. I am not in that,

Hon, Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I
rise on a point of order. The hon, member said that Mr.
Gomes who was Chief Justice of this Island was in the Is-
land then, That is not true, He was not here then; he was in
Trinidad at that moment. We went to his home and talked
the matter over.

Hon. M, E, COX:Sir, nodoubt, I believe that the people
of Barbados know that I do not go in for lies and that the
hon, member is the opposite, What is the position? When 1
came back to Barbados Imade a broadcast over Rediffusion
and a few days after His Excellency phoned me and asked
me if I would come to Government House. Iwent to Govern-
ment House and after that, the hon. senior member for St,
Philip, the hon, junior member for St, John, the hon. senior
member for St, Lucy and, may be, one or two other fellows
whom they brought along came to Government House and
discussed this matter. That was after we had set up this

.Committee. That is what happened,

4,05 p,m,

Mr, CRAWF ORD: On a point of order. The hon, member
has had the opportunity to put the facts in the way in which
he likes to put them; but we put them in the way in which we
know them, We called a meeting inQueen's Park; the meet~
ing passed a Resolution calling on the Governor to have a
Commission of Enquiry. We took the Resolution to Govern=
ment House; we have no means of knowing whether what he
said is correct or not, but we are referring to the events as
we know them.

Hon, M, E, COX: After the Union and the employers
fail to reach agreement, these disputes are reportedto the
Governor~in-Executive Committee and the Minister of La-
bour, We have to step into the matter immediately; but
they whipped up something against the Government and they
had been telling a lot of lies, misleading a lot of people and
saying *We did this for you, but the Government has not
done anything for you'. They have no organizationor any-
thing of the sort, but they can doall of these things for the
people; they can do all of these things for the people, but
the Government who has beenelected by the people and who
has the power to do things for them, did not do anything.

Mr, CRAWFORD: On a point of order, If what the hon,
member is saying is true, why did they not make some
statement as to what they were doing? Why did the strike
take place? Why did it continue? If the Government were
taking the steps which he saysthey were taking, would they

not have made some pronouncement about it? Why did we
have to take the steps which we took?

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon, member is now
making a speech,

Hon, M, E, COX:1do not believe in any cheap publicity.
When the hon. member referred to leaving the Executive,
we know why, He left the Party and went drinking ruma.eeess

Mr, CRAWFORD: On a point of order. The reason why
I left the Executive is because my Party signed a state-
ment refusing that 1 remain on the Executive unless the
Government appointed nominees of our Party to the Execu=
tive., We were entitled to form a coalition with any part of
the House in the same way that they had formed a coali-
tion,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. member is making
a speech, He is referring to what the Minister has said,

Mr., CRAWFORD: The hon, member is notgoingto in«-
dulge in his usual lying tactics and get away with it.

Hon, D. D. GARNER: On a point of order. The hon,
member has said that the members of his Party signed for
him to come out of the Executive. The hon. member who
is sitting right beside him left my home and went to a
meeting in St. George, The document was not signed by all
of us.

Mr., CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Lhave the docu-
ment in my possession still, The hon, senior member for
Christ Church signed it; as a matter of fact, he was the
first person to sign it.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: All of what the hon, member
is saying is not before us now.

Mr, CRAWFORD: The document was signed ona Thurs-
day night; the hon, senior member for Christ Church signed
it,

Hon, D. D, GARNER: On a point of order.

Mr., WALCOTT: On a point of order. The hon, member
cannot rise on a point of order when another member is on
a point of order.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon, senior member for
St, Peter must have heard me knocking the gavel. I am
warning hon, members that what they are now carrying on
with is not in the Resolution, and Iwill not entertain it any
longer.

Mr., CRAWFORD: I will reply to what the hon, member
has said (A MEMBER: We may have to call the Speaker.).

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: When the hon. member says
that we may have to call the Speaker, I should like to ask if
I am a ten~-cent boy inthis Chair, I will not have to call the
Speaker because I have the same authority asthe Speaker,
I know how to punish an hon, member if and when he dis=-
regards the ruling of this Chair, and it seems to me as if 1
will have to use my authority as near as it is 1 4.30 p.m.
of the clock. All this talk about what happened in Queen's
Park and going and drinking rum is finished, The Hon,
Minister of Trade will carry on with this Resolution which
is before this House and I will notentertain anything apart
from this Resolution,

Mr, TALMA: On a point of order, In view of the fact
that my name has beenmentioned in a very erroneous way,
I am asking for the opportunity to clarify my position,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have made a ruling and all
of that is finished, We are now dealing with this Resolution,

Hon, M, E, COX: Iwas saying, Sir, that after the Union
and the employers failed to reach agreement, the Govern-
ment immediately set up a Board of Enquiry to go into the
Sugar Industry. The enquiry was conducted by Mr. McKenzie
who is now the Agricultural Adviser to the Federal Govern-
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ment., Mr, McKenzie made certain recommendations a part
of which have already been carried out and a part of which
will be carried out at a later stage, In 1960, the Union made
no demand for any increase in wages or anything of the sort;
perhaps that was largely due to the fact that the Sugar Pro-
ducers® Federation had agreed to allow the Unionto see the
books and perhaps it was also due to the fact that there was
no increase inthe price of sugar, I the hon, senior member
for St, Philip had come to this House in 1960 and said that
there was uncertainty as to the future of the sugar industry
he might remotely have had some sort of basiS..ee.s
4.15 pam,

Mr, CRAWFORD: On a point of order, my remarks
are addressed to the people in this Chamber who can under-
stand, I heard the member say if I had come to this House
in 1960; but Mr, Deputy Speaker, this Resolution was tabled
in 1960, and secondly, it is an absolutely unadulterated con=
coction and mendacious statement to say thatthere was no
increase in the price of sugar in 1960,

Mr, WALCOTT: On a point of order, I do not know if
the hon, member is reading from a file or speaking from
memory, but I think he should revise that statement, If I
remember correctly what he said, he said that no demands
were made in 1960; so I think he should check his files.

Hon, M, E. COX: There wasno increase in wages over
those of 1958 with the exception of those persons whose
bonus was consolida{ted.

Mr. WALCOTT: On apoint of order, Mr, Deputy Speak=
er, this is 1961 and last year was 1960, There was an in-
crease in the rates of pay for people in the sugar industry
last year and demands were made,

Hon. M, E,COX: Perhaps the hon. member is referring
to the out-of-crop wages, but Iwas referring specifically to
, cutting, loading, haulage and things like that, As I said, I
will check to show that the crop had already passed when
the hon, member put forward this Resolution to the House,
and again I repeat that if the hon, member had brought this
Resolution before the House before the crop was reaped and
had talked about uncertainty and things of that nature, he
might remotely have had something to which hon, members
might be willing to give consideration; but nothing like that
happened.

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on a point of
order, coming from anybody else, 1 would ignorethat, The
hon, member said just now that there was no increase in
the 1960 sugar price, He said itwasnot true that the price
had gone from $2,13 to $2.16 aton, and now he says that if
I had brought this Resolution in 1960,see0ees

Hon, M. E. COX: I did not say that. I spoke about the
increase in wages.

Mr, CRAWFORD: You also said there wasno increase,

Hon, M, E, COX: I have all the figures here to quote
and point out what the crop was.,

Mr, CRAWFORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, on a point of
order, the hon. member said that if I had brought this
Resolution during the crop, I would have had some remote
reason for doing it, but that I had waited until the crop had
finished. )

Hon. M, E, COX: I said he might,

Mr, CRAWFORD: Let me tell the hon, member that the
crop was in March and I brought this Resolution on March
8th, It is fantastic to have somebody so stupid, The crop
goes on in January, February, March, Apriland May, and I
brought the Resolution in March at the height of the crop,

Hon, M. E, COX: You planned after the thing started,
The crop startsinJanuary andFebruary and he comes with
a Resolution in March so that by the time he gets through
the Resolution = it is just like the Christmas Bonus Reso~
Imtion = the crop is over.

e

Mr, CRAWFORD: Does he understand that the Resolu=-
tion refers specifically to happenings in the industry which
were outlined? This Resolution could not have been brought
before these happenings occurred.

Hon, M, E,COX: His introductory speech said absolute=
1y nothing about them.,

Mr. CRAWFORD: That is not true, and if he says that,
he cannot read English, Let the hon. member read the de=
bate,

Hon, M, E. COX: Let us look atlast year’s agreement
which is the agreement for this year’s crop, The hon. senior
member for St, Peter is the Trade Union boss., (Mr. WAL=
COTT: Leader!) I could even use a stronger term. (Mr,
WALCOTT; Leader, boy! Don't you know that people all
over the world are leaders?) The hon, member went for-
ward and asked for anincreaseof 10%, He is the legitimate
recognised representative = and perhaps it is true = of
these workers; but agreement was reached on % so far as
the wages were concerned, Do not forget, Sir, that the hon,
member said here quite recently on the floor of the House
that whenever he goes behind these door s to make a bargain,
he does not come out until he gets what he wants, We have to
assume, therefore, that the member got whathe wanted and
that is ¥, (Mr, WALCOTT: I wanted 10%, but I did not get
it,) The agreement for 1960=61 crop repeats what I read out
earlier with respect to the 1951 agreement, except in the
case where we started at 120,000 tons because the whole
average of the crop had been increased. On 131,000 tons we
got 2 1/2%risingto 14 1/%% on 171,960tons, and after that
on any 5,000 tons more 1 1/2%. That is the agreement which
was reached between the Union and the Sugar Producers’
Federation. They agreed that people were going to cut canes
at $1,36 as against $1,25 in 1960, 1959 and so on, $1.68 for
heading, $2,05 for loading and carting including boy, driver
35 cents, lorry hands 38 cents and so on, This agreement
was reached and signed by the hon, gentlemen who represent
the workers, the hon, senior member for St, Peter and the
President of the Organisation as well as on behalf of the
Sugar Producers' Federation by J.A . Mahon, President.
Mandeville and so on, This is something concrete by those
parties who are interested and directly concerned in this
exercise, Those are the organised, registered Organisa=-
tions for the express purpose of dealing with these matters,
4.25 p.m,

They have the machinery, They have planned for years
and they have the machinery for dealing with this, Again I
repeat and emphasise that the hon. member has absolutely
no power, no organisation, no nothing but mouth, We all lis-
tened to his coming inside here and telling us how perilous
the situation is, how uncertain this land business is, the
agricultural business is and, therefore, it is absolutely
pecessary for us to have this enquiry, Are you telling me
that in this Island, with our people so keen on the sugar
industry, when you have Sir Archibald Cuke, the Barbados
Sugar Producers’ Association, the West Indian Sugar Pro~
ducers' Association, when youhave a Trade Union in Jamai~
ca and all over the place representing the workers in the
sugar industry and especially in Barbados where you have
the most volatile boss in the Trade Union, that this is going
to happen in Barbados and none of these people knows any-
thing or has said anything about it? Only the hon, senior
member for St. Philip knows that there is uncertainty and
the future is dark and all that sort of thing and vet he has
not, even as he used to, an employee in this particular
field.

Sir, if Ihappento be long on this matter, I am prepared
to be in order to nail these lies.

REVERSION TO GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Mr, DEPUTYSPEAKER: It is now 4,30 p.m,. This House
now reverts to Government Business,

HOUSE RESUMES COMMITTEE ON THE
POLICE BILL

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
resumed Committee on the Police Bill, Mr, BRYAN in the
Chair,
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* Mr. CHAIRMAN: At the suspension, the Hon, Premier
was speaking,

Mr, BARROW: I heard the Hon, Premier quarrelling; I
did not hear him speaking on the Bill, I doubt he has any-
thing to contribute,

Mr. Chairman, the hon, senior member for St, Peter
has raised some points under Clause 46 which I consider
very important, Hon. members cannot hear me. IThave pro-
tested several times about the way in which the public
address system of the House is worked. When a member
of the House on this side gets up to speak, we can never
get the equipment coming on, I will raise the behaviour of
certain servants of this House on another occasion but I
want to get on with the debate, There are a lot of Civil
Servants who feel that they are employed by the Ministers
and I think that thequicker they are told that that is not so,
the better they would be able to discharge their duties with
interest and with impartiality,

The hon. senior member for St, Peter has raised a
very interesting question and has brought to the attention
of this Chamber that you get certain high ranking officials
in this Island of which the Commissioner of Police from
time to time = I am not designating a particular indivie
dual — may very well be one, who want to enjoy all the
facilities available as citizens of Barbados, and drawing
public money, and at the same time isolate themselves in
the groups which may very well be considered to come un=
der the definition in Clause 46 (b), thatis a body of persons
which has for its objects, or one of its objects the promotion
of feelings of ill=will, and hostility betweendifferent classes
or races,

I gave an illustration of one group and the Barbados
Labour Party may very well qualify for that, The hon,
senior member for St, Peter mentioned another particular
group and the Hon, Premier who prizes himself as being
one of the protagonists of the rights of man and racial
equality, who boasts of an element of Garveyism in his
political philosophy, got up and informed the House that the
Government has been negotiating with the Savannah Club
and the Barbados Yacht Club and informed them that they
would like to see a change in their policy = I am merely
paraphrasing = and that the lease which they enjoy for some
time would not be renewed if they did not change their poli-
cy. When they were discussing the matter and they were
dictating to these people that they would like to see a change
of policy in them, he said that he intended to make them
forfeit the lease if they did not change their policy., He went
on to say = and I am still paraphrasing ~ that as a result
of that, the Chief Justice had been admitted as a member
of the Savannah Club and that at least they had made a dent
in these people’s policy. The Hon, Premier made those
statements just around the luncheon interval,

Mr, Chairman, you would be able to check with the
record that the Hon, Premier said that he made a dent and
the hon, senior member for St, Lucy rose on a point of
order at the time, The matter was raised by the hon, senior
member for St, Peter and the Hon, Premier was explaining
his point of view on the matter,

I want 1o give the House very briefly the true facts
of this situation, By the rules of the Royal Barbados Yacht
Club, the Governor of this Island and the Chief Justice are
ex officio members of the club, That is so by the terms of
its rules and charter, I am saying = and the Governor and
the Chief Justice will read it and the Premier can ask them
if my version is not the correct one — when the present
Officer administering the Government came to this Island
he was sent the usual invitation which stated according to
the rules that he is a member of the club ex officio. The
Chief Justice was not sent one because he was a man of
colour. I have this to say. The Officer administering the
Colony has more racial conscience and more pride than
the Hon, Premier of Barbados because he declined to accept
his right of membership to the Savannah Club or to the
Barbados Yacht Club until they removed this insult. To the
highest ranking officer of Barbados it was a slight to the
people of Barbados, The Hon. Premier has said that he has
made a dent. The rules of this club says that the Chief

Justice is to be a member of the club and all that they have
done is 10 abide by the rules - after the insistence of a
former Chief Justice who is not a man of the same racial
origin as the Premier of Barbados but who has more pride
than the Hon, Premier — and send the present Chief Justice
an invitation, The Hon., Premier is taking the credit for
having made a dent,

4.35 p.m.

I was not the Premier who did anything about it; he has not
made any dent. The rules say that the Chief Justice has to
be a member of the Club. All they have done is to observe
the insistence of the former Chief Justice, who has more
pride than the Premier of Barbados, who insisted that they
send the present Chief Justice an invitation, The biggest

long jump Uncle Tom that we have ever had is the present
Premier and the one before him is the present Federal
Prime Minister, It is no wonder that students at the Univer-

sity College have condemned Barbados as the most poli-
tically, socially and economically backward in the whole of
the West Indies, They have made a dent because a man of

a social conscience has demonstrated to these two or=
ganizations that he is not going to be a companion to that
kind of disreputable, disgusting and unpatriotic behaviour
where the highest judicial officer inthis island is discrimi-

nated against,

The Premier is wrong on this point, When they were
discussing the location of the Federal Government and Bar~
bados was one of the possible sites, some of the members
of the Water Polo Association resigned in protest because
they refused to have Corporal Best and they asked them not
to say anything about it because it would prejudice the
chances of Barbados. Iwant these things to go on the record
for the next three hundred years, Iwant the Premier to get
up and deny that when the former Chief Justice of British
Guiana came here and went into a certainplace, he was told
that they do not cut coloured people’s hair there, and they
did nothing about it, Well, the Premier does not rise.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I have listened very patiently to the
hon, member but I am asking him not to stray too far out=
side the scope of this Section, : :

Mr, BARROW: I will get back to the point. You cannot
exercise powers of life and death with Her Majesty's sub=
jects, draw the taxpayers® money and then throw yourself
into a watertight community where you call the Premier
*‘monkey nuts®® and that sort of thing. We had an Attorney
General here who ridiculed people and who was drawing our
money; now you say that you will sack a member of the
Police Force. They talk about ill-will and they can entertain
all the ill-will against you, We are indebted to the hon,
senior member for St, Peter for the contribution which he
had made to this debate, which has enabled me to speak
in this way. The Premier says thathe has made a dent, but
what dent has he made?

Mr, CHAIRMAN: Let the hon, member get back to the
point. ’

Mr, BARROW: Mr, Chairman, I amquite sure that you
have your personal feelings in this matter; youhave acted
with acertain amount of restraint, What1am objecting to is
that you will advise any group of persons, but their indivi-
dual members say that you should be able to proscribe an
association. You can put on the proscribed listthe Empire
Club or any club at all, if the Commissioner of Police
feels. We want to get these public officers totake the beam
out of their own eyes before they apply the microscope to
the mote which is in other people’s eyes, I do not want to
examine the wages of public officers; there are people who
apply one stardard to their work and decide that they have
a different standing altogether and they are drawing the
taxpayers’ money. This is particularly applicable to any
person who holds the rank of Commissioner of Police in
this island.

The hon. senior member for St. Peter and I have the
same point of view about the Trade Union interfering with
the Police Force. It is not in the interest of law and order
that the member s of the Police Force should be in the Trade
Union, It is undesirable for the Police to be partisan in any
dispute between one section of the community and another
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section of the community, We should give them an organiza=
tion by Part X of this Bill whichwould equate to the privi-
leges enjoyed by persons in a Trade Union vis<asvis their
employers. In like mamer should the Police Association
be in relation to the Police Commission and the Police
Authorities, That is what we should seek to do,

4445 p.m,

My contention, Mr, Chairman, is that this Billin Part X
does nothing of the kind, because you will see in the very
next Clause and bound up in this Clause as well that there
are such severe restrictions and limitations on the right
of the Association to negotiate that you might as well not
have an Association at all, Perhaps, Mr, Chairman, that
would probably be more appropriately addressed to the
next Clause,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Chairman, I would just like to
remind the Hon, Premier about the aspect of which I spoke.

Hon, Dr, H, G, H, CUMMINS: Which is that?

Mr, WALCOTT: I refer to thequestion thatwas raised
in sub=clause (b) which relates to these Organisations in
which racial matters arise,

Hon, Dr, H. G, H, CUMMINS: In answer to the hon,
senior member for St, Peter, I will say that I will bring
it to the attention of the administration,

In answer to the hon. junior member for St. John, I
remember, Sir, that Biblical injunction: ‘‘Answer not a
fool according to his folly,'*

The question that Clause 52 renumbered 46 stand
part, was put and resolved in the affimmative without
division,

Clause 53 renumbered 47 was called, It reads as
follows: —

(1) For the purpose of enabling Inspectors, subordinate
police officers and constables of the Force to consider and
bring to the notice of the Commissioner and the Governor
matters affecting their general welfare and efficiency, there
shall beestablished an organisation to be called the Police
Association which shall act through a Central Committee as
provided by rules made under this Act,

(2) No representation shall be made by the Police
Association in relation to any question of discipline, pro=
motion, transfer, leave or any other matter affecting in-
dividuals,

(3) The Police Association shall be entirely indepen~
dent of and unassociated with any body outside the Force.

Hon, Dr. H, G. H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I am
asking leave to amend Clause 53 renumbered 47 as follows:=

(a) by inserting the word and comma ‘‘posting,’’ im=
mediately before the word ‘‘transfer' in the third line of
subclause (2);

(b) by substituting the words *‘‘in so far as it affects
individual cases" for the words *‘affecting individuals®’ at
the end of subclause (2);

(c) by adding at the end of subclause (3) the words
*'other than a Police Association within the West Indies,
British Guiana or British Honduras,"

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon, Premier,

Hon, Dr, H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that Clause 53 renumbered 47 as amended stand
part.

Hon, L. StA, THORNE: I beg to second that,

Mr.BARROW: Mr, Chairman, did 1 understand the
Premier to say that the Police Association had requested
the amendment? The amendment is a very good amendment
in so far as amendments go, but Ireally thought I heard the
Premier say that the Police Association had made the re~
quest, If that is what he said, I would like to ask the Pre~
mier if he is prepared to tell this House whether the Police

Association was summoned or circulated as a general body
to consider this Bill at all, because my information is that
it was not, What the Hon, Premier should have said just
now when he was using the Biblical quotation should have
been that *‘I do notexercise myself ingreat matters which
are too high for me" in the words of the Psalms of David,
because it seems to me that he is completely out of his
depth and he does not have the basic information with which
an introducer should come to this House armed. He said
that the Police Association had requested something, but
my information is that the member s of the Police Force as
members of the Association have not seen the Bill up to
now, although the Premier specifically postponed consider -
ation of the Bill so that the views of the Police Association
might be considered.

Mr, Chairman, my information is that the members of
the Force in select groups — Iwould not say of yard fowls =
of Selectees were allowed to see the Bill and make such
recommendations as they thought fit, This is a Bill which
touches every member of the Police Force, and after it
has been printed in the () fficial Guzette thereis nothing of
a secret nature in a Bill of this kind, and every member
of the Police Force should have been given an opportunity
to voice his opinion on something which radically alters
and changes his conditions of service, Whenlask the Pre=
mier for a certain assurance, the leasthe could have done
as a matter of courtesy and decency for those particular
members of the community is to assure the House that the
members of the Police Force had seenthe Bill; but no such

thing !

What are we doing in Clause 47 now? The Clause states
that for the purpose of enabling Inspectors, subordinate
police officers and constables of theF orce to consider and
bring to the notice of the Commissioner and the Governor
matters affecting their general welfare and efficiency,
there shall be established an organisation to be called the
Police Association which shall act through a CentralCom-=
mittee as provided by rules made under this Act, That is
the setting up of the Association, Now wehave an Associa=
tion at present, Let me get down to the real crux of this
matter, Mr, Chairman, If you are not going to allow a
policeman to join a Trade Union which none of us over
here is actually advocating because we consider it to be
slightly unconstitutional, as I said when I first rose, you
should at least invest inthe Association whichis sanctioned
or which is allowed to have bargaining powers, not powers
to interfere with discipline, but certainly the kind of bar-
gaining powers as a safety valve that members of a Trade
Union should have, In other words, the Police Association is
really a Trade Union for policemen,

You say they can have an Association and according to
Clause 47 it appears to me = you can scrutinize it care-
fully and see what you think - that about the only thing this
Association can do is to get permission to have a singing,
dance, whiskey drive or concert, because whenyou look at
Clause 47, subclause (2) you will seethe very things that a
group of employees should be allowed to negotiate for, and
they cannot negotiate for them at all. Let us look at sub~
clause (2), It reads as follows:=

*No representation shall be made by the Police Asso=
ciation in relation to any questionof discipline, promotion,
transfer, leave or any other matter in so far as it affects
individual cases."

4,55 p.m.

The Association by Statute Law, not by convention or by
regulations made under the Act, will be holding an illegal
meeting if they met as a body to consider a case affecting
any single member of the Force. What is a Trade Union for?
The Trade Union Act gives a very good discription of it,
Trade Union means any combination, whether temporaryor
permanent, the principal objects of which are under its con=
stitution statutory objects. You have gone straight back to
the eighteenth century because you are telling a policeman
that he can have an association, the association can have
whist drives, singings, picnic parties, hockey matches,
baseball, cricket, football and such things but he cannot even
;;led.ameetimmﬂessmWStodxeConunissbnerofPo-

You say that policemnen cannot join a Trade Union and
you give them their | own Agsociation, Iam saying that this
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Association will turn out just like the Civil Service Asso=
ciation, Everybody that is elected a President of the Civil
Service Associationgetspromotion, They will say that as
you are giving 10% of the money to the Commissioner’s
Fund and because you canpromote dances for the members
of the club or because you canrunsome other pet project,
you will get promotion, Is this the kind of thing which we
are trying to create? The General Secretary of the Barba-
dos Workers® Union said that even if it were lawful to have
policemen in a Workers Union, he would not be fussy about
having them because it would give rise to certain difficulties
which would make a Trade Union unmanageable.

There are constitutional reasons why youdonotwant a
body of persons charged with the keeping of the peace and
seeing that law and order are maintained to be mixed up
withother people, Let us say that the policemen were in the
Union; when we had the Advocate surike, the other day,
they would have to get in the ling and walk around; so you
can see that they could not do so because it would be a
conflict between their duties to the Union and the Police
Force, It is impracticable, unconstitutional and unworkable
for them to be members of the Trade Union, But what have
we given them in that place? We have given them something
which does not have as much power as the diocese of St,
McGinley's Cathedral. This Association does not have as
much power as a Sunday School Association, I the police~
men at Bissex Hill were put to sleep on the floor = I am
not saying that that happened - but for a long time Bissex
was regarded as a punishment station because it did not
have lights, water and so on, sothatwhen you went to Bis+
sex Hill it was going toSiberia, But let us say that we have
rats at the Bissex Hill Police Station and members of the
Force said that we would like to get rid of them and got
together and said so. That would be illegal because of the
powers given to the Commissioner of Police under Section
47 of this Bill.

1 really do not know what these Ministers do in the
Ministerial Building all day long, 1 wonder if they look
at the legislation which is filtered through the Attorney
Gereral's office and sent down here, I say that because
they never give an explanation to things. They always say:
‘I have to see the Crown Law Officer; I have to ask my
Permanent Secretary*’, and so on. If you are introducing
legislation affecting policemnen, you have to make sure that
it is in accordance with normaldemocratic principles in the
same way as if you are introducing legislation for the of=
ficers at the General Hospital or for the elementary school
teachers, You have to see that the fundamental rights of the
subject are safeguarded. Ministers approach their political
problems from this point of view. Legislation is initiated
by some lobbyist, filtered through a Government Depart=
ment, handed over to them and then a Minister comes in
and says that ‘‘we are doing this and do not ask me any
questions about it.'”" In 1961 that iswhat it has degenerated
to.

I want the Hon, Premier to know that information has
reached us that the now existing Association has not been
consulted about this matter at all because I am sure as an
Association, if they had been consulted, the Premier would
have come in with something more than this amendment
which says that no representation shall be made by the Po-
lice Association in relation to any question of discipline,
promotion, transfer, leave or any other matter in so far
as it affects individual cases. A policeman may have to
come in from off duty and peel potatoes and have his own
meals cooked and because one member from Belleplaine
may come in and say we should have a canteen down there,
the minute you go to the Commissioner of Police with that,
he will say that you did not read the Act and that that is
a case concerning individual members of the Force and
because of that, out through the door you would go.

There are lots of matters which do not encroach upon
the authority of the higher ranking officers of the Police
Force, which do not materially affect discipline and main=
tenance of order inside the Force, withwhichthe Associa=
tion should be competent to deal and I say that one of these
should be conditions of service of policemen themselvese

Here you have a situation in Barbados in which you have .

policemen, and CivilServants through their Civil Service
Association can hold back for every election year proposals
for a salaries revision and tell you that they are going to
do it. A policeman pays the same taxes as anybody else,
Sometimes all that some of them get is the gum on their
envelope whichwas to contain their pay. After some of them
pay their dues to the Association, to the Credit Union and
such things as their dues to the canteen, all that they have
to take home is the gum onthe envelope. They cannot meet
together in their Association according to this section and
say that they want an increase of pay. There is nothing
wrong with that, You can say that policernen cannot go on
strike, but you must give them the right to meet together
and discuss their conditions of service without in any way
doing violence to the maintenance of order and discipline,
They have to pay the same taxes as the CivilServants,
If a policeman working for $200 a month has a wife and
-one child, and a CivilServam is working for the same
amount and has a wife and a child, the policeman has to
pay the same taxes as the Civil Servant.
5,05 p.m.
You do not do it with the Barbados Volunteer Force; why
is that they cannot discuss it? Is it because they wear uni-
form? Why do you prevent them from putting forward their
recommendations to the Salaries Commissioner? Wehave a
gentleman here who is investigating salaries; the CivilSer=
vice Association is lobbying and doingeverything possible,
submitting proposals and so on, but under this Act the Po=
lice Association will not be able todothat, This sub=-clause
(2) says this:

‘‘No representation shall be made by the Police Asso=~
ciation in relation to any question of discipline, promotion,
transfer, leave or any other matter affecting individuals.*’

We had a case in the Police Band, which even the Pre=-
mier has spoken about, of amanwhohas given a long period
of distinguished service to the Government, working as a
sergeant and a non~commissioned officer. Obviously it
would be wrong for him to tell the Commissioner that if
he does not get promotion the Band will not play at the
Rocks; but why should you inhibit the Police Association?
You are bringing down people and putting them in charge
of the Police Band; the Police Association cannotgo to the
Commissioner and say: ‘““This is an individual case where
we feel that something should bedone.’® Youhave an estab-
lishment now in the FireService and when you cornpare the
number of persons inthe Police Band and the number in the
Fire Service, the Fire Service is under Establishment.The
Police Association cannot do anything in this matter. As a
matter of fact, you might find yourself on a charge if you
ask that the Establishment be brought up to standard.

The Government should pay more attention to the draft-
ing of legislation which is sent downby Departments, If this
Government feels so secure that the money inthe Treasury
is theirs, that the houses in the Pine and at Grazettes are
theirs, that the Deep Water Harbour is theirs, then the peo=

" ple have them in their pockets and they say ‘‘Colonel or

Major So and So*, is this whatwe want? They can say: ‘“‘We
have the numbers and we will get thispassed;* but I cannot
find myself voting in favour of any Clause such as this.

I may be told that I am always attacking policemen in
the Courts, but outside, they are citizens and they have to
be represented, They cannot stage a marchor go on strike
like the dockers and port workers and that is all the more
reason why we should be more careful about this matter,
Mr, Chairman, you would be ina very awkward position if
you were sitting over there and you had to vote for this
Section; we want to get together with the members of the
Police Force and find out what sort of Association they
think will effectively represent them and put forward their
point of view from time to time,

Mr, STRAUGHN: Mr, Chairman, I have indicated that I
intended to speak on this Section and I am going to do so,
Before I do so, I shall have to make some reference to the
remarks of the last speaker because it would certainly ap-
pear that in his fury and flurry of antagonism he misread
the Section and he had to talk that much in order to persuade
himself that he did not misread it, Iwill recount some of the
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remarks he made and show that he did misread the Section.
He said that if there were a swarmof rats at Bissex Hill as
there are at the Hospital, the Police Association cannot say
anything about that. If youwant to checkon the general con=-
ditions of service, the Police Association cannot say any=
thing about it. What about the salaries and pay packets and
suppose they wanted a canteen in Belleplaine? The Police
Association cannot say anything about that, I sympathise
with the hon, member. (Mr., BARROW: The whole island
sympathises with yow,) The hon., member, asIwas saying,
Mr, Chairman, has completely misread this Section and may
1 read slowly for his benefit so that he can understand? If
he had been following the very Section which he read, he
would have seenthat allof those things to which he referred
the Police Associaiion candealwith, He said that the Police

Association cannot deal with the questionoftransfer, leave -

or any other matter such as this, If they had a swarm of
rats at Bissex Hill, the Police Association could deal with
that, because it would be in connection with the terms and
conditions of service of policemen,

5.15 p.m,

Unless I myself am suffering from adelusion, it is possible
even though Ican imagine there would be some restrictions,
especially with the Minister of Finance holding the purse
strings very tightly, for the Police Association to discuss
their general salary level and salary scales, What could
prevent them from doing that? That does not affect the in-
dividual case and I was amused to find that when the hon,
member read the Section and, half an hour after found out
that he had misread it, he entered into the typical lawyer's
practice of sayinghehad better talk for half an hour longer,
and if I salute you, you should salute me back and all that,
The hon, member referred to somebody in the Police Force
and I believe he was talking about Superintendent Archer;
but of course the Police Association is notexpected to talk
about an individual case; yet any sensible Association, if it
is one that is properly led, can take an individual case and
say this is a matter which, we take it, can affect our con=
ditions and terms of service,

Before making my integral contribution to the debate as
I intended, I thought I would wipe out some of those exam=
ples of disillusionment from which the hon. member was
suffering, and I would say that it is because he had been
carried off in the fury and flurry of antagonism, I think he
should understand that the only way to win a case in a de=~
bate is by superior argument, If he has a superior argu-
ment to what I have just put forward, let him put it up, It
is a matter for you, Mr, Chairman, and you can be the
judge,

As far as my personal individual contribution is con-
cerned, I want firstof allto give due credit and commenda-
tion in this particular Section to the Hon, Premier for the
stand he took in postponing this Bill so that he could have
those discussions with the Police Association. Why I say
that is because I am going to quote an individual case which
took place right on the steps of the Lobby of this House
when we discussed this Bill onthe veryfirst day it was in-
troduced. A Policeman in civilian clothes cametome and I
who am interested particularly in the Policemen forming
themselves into a strong, virile and self-respecting asso=
ciation asked him if he were a member of this Association
and what he was doing to strengthen the Association so that
he could get the representation he desired anddeserved as
far as this Police Bill was concerned, Ithink we all recog-
nise that a Police Force, being the unit that it is, has to
have quick, and youmight almost say, direct discipline, and
the only way the people at the bottom can get some kind of
two~way reaction or two-way flow of communication would
not be by themselves as individuals, because as an individ=
ual the discipline comes down on you very hard, but as an
Association, That is the protection or the remote control by
which you can get a quicker flow of communication back up
to the top, and the only way youcan get that done is by mak-
ing sure that your Association is that strong so that any
time anything appears unduly to affect an individual, you
would be ableto interpret it that it affects the general terms
and conditions of your service and therefore you should be
heard on it,

Now there is oneparticular part which Ido not like and
it is the phrase ‘‘any other matter **, Iwould like to feel that

— 1

there isdiscipline, promotion, transfer or leave in so far as
it affects individual cases, The *‘any other matwer** looks
altogether too all-embracing, but it is done by the fact that
it refers to individual cases, Ishould like to pay particular
attention to the words in subclause (2) **no representation**.
Although 1 would say that as the Clause is worded you
would not expect that you would get official representation
as far asdiscipline, transfer, posting or things like that are
concerned, I would prefer that this Section not be inter=-
preted = and I certainly would want some guidance from
the Hon, Premier on that = to meannecessarily that there
should be or could be no consultation, If your Association
is that strong, you should be able to find that there should be
consultation on very many matters even though there might
not be direct representation on them in individual cases;
and I certainly would want to feelthateven though the term
‘“no representation®’ is used there, it does not mean that
there can be no consultation even in matter s that may affect
individual cases.

Of course, Mr, Chairman, it all depends on the
Association which you have just asalotof it depends too -
as the Policemen have told me, and lagree with them = on
the Commissioner you have; so adouble sort of burden de-
volves onthose in authority to show that you have the kind of
superior officers who are rational, to use a word that was
bandied about here tod.y, and reasonable people and people
who have-a pride in theil country, and also in the particular
Police Force that they shocld so be able to conduct their re-
lationships with the Police Association and that those re-
lationships would be on such a high level, that there should
be hardly any matter at all affecting any section of the
Police Force on which there should not be consultation.

I would like to feel, Sir, thateventhough the term ‘‘no
representation’ is used, it does not mean no consultation
because there can be consultation whether affecting a group
or an individual, To summarize, I do not think I had com=
pleted a statement I started earlier by saying that I heard
the Premier himself talking to a police constable in civilian
clothes, When I asked him why he was not interested in this
Association and what he thought about this Bill, the im~
mediate reaction of the constable was that it would appear
that the boys on top have so much power and one has to be
careful in speaking one's mind in the Association, The
Premier himself in my presence mentioned to this young
man that this idea of being afraid to speak one's mind is
something that has been handed down to us, but that we must
pull ourselves out of that attitude, Nobody can make you talk
if you do not feel like talking, but if you represented your=
self in the Organisation, we would be able to guarantee that
there could be no victimisation for a man just talking his
mind in his own organisation, so long as it is not a sediti=
ous threat,

I think it is right that having heard that conversation
myself we should give the Premier the commendation that
is his due on this matter, and Iam convinced that that con-
versation I heard him carryonwiththis police constable in
civilian clothes made me feel that he would be willing to
meet a delegation from the Police Association.

5.25 p.m,

This thing has come up again, I remember it was the hon.
senior member for Christ Church who made the same re-
marks when we first brought a Bill here and it was post~
poned, 1 am not going to say that those remarks were com-~
pletely wrong but the remarks were to the effect that the
rank and file knew nothing of this Bill. I can state categori-
cally that in the precincts of this very building, I was told
about this Police Bill by two ordinary police constables be=
fore I, as a member of this House, had a copy or knew that
it was coming down. They told me about it and it was that
particular discussion which generated my additional

interest in this matter.

I am particularly interested in being sure that we have
a strong Police Association, but we do not want to feel that
NOW we are trying to maintain aproper, disciplined Police
Force and you want to have quick communications, you still
have the situation where the ordinary police constable is
unduly victimised, The only way the ordinary police con-
stable is not to be victimised is to ensure that this Police
Association is as strong as possible.




1 did ask a question a little earlier which the Hon,
Premier did not get the chance to answer, I am not sure at
the moment if a member of the Police Force means any and
every person from the Commissioner down to theordinary
constable, X it is, I would be glad to know because it might
have some difference in the emphasis which we are placing
on this matter, If it means everybody, then it may mean in
some cases that the officers may be ejected.

There is another question which I would like to ask,
Has the Police Association asked that it be allowed to be
associated only with other similar bodfes in the West In=
dies? I am amazed that they did not ask to be associated
with other’similar bodies outside the West Indies, I do not
sée why they should limit this with only similar associa-
tions in the Caribbean area. They should have association
with police bodies in other parts of the world,

Mr., TALMA: Mr, Chairman, Ihave listened very care=
fully to the last speech made, but what strikes me is that
the powers and functions of the Police Association are not
clearly defined. Indeed, Sir, they may be termed as being
contradictory.

For the benefit of the hon. member who has just sat
down and who has not been clear on anything, subclause (1)
of clause 47 says:

*For the purposeof enabling Inspectors, subordinate
police officers and constables of the Forceto consider and
bring to the notice of the Commissioner and the Governor
matters affecting their general welfare and efficiency, there
shall be established an organisation to be called the Police
Association which shall act through a Central Committee as
provided by rules made under this Act,”

This is for policemen from the rank of Inspectors down
to constables. What matters would affect their general wel-
fare under this are matters which pertain to salaries,
wages, conditions of service, leave, promotion and things of
that sort, and unless their general welfare is clearly de-
fined, you are telling the Police Association that it has
power to deal with matters affecting their general welfare
and efficiency in subclause (1) and then in subclause (2) you
tell them that they have no representation, Inother words,
if you get together and consider these matters yet you are
not to make representation about any of the matters af=-
fecting your general welfare,

Mr, STRAUGHN: 1 rise on a point of order. Cer-
tainly the hon, member could not really mean that in the
way he said it, They mentioned certain specific cases, They
state no representation and then mentioned certain specific
cases,

Mr, TALMA: The hon. member tries to be pretty witty,
I started out by defining what general welfare means, If the
hon, member can define it other than that, then probably the
Bill will make some sense: bur if it means what we all un=
derstand it to mean in the normal way, that is to say, it
concerns the salaries, wages, promotion, conditions of ser=
vice and matters of that sort which are wrapped up with the
duties of a policeman, generally speaking, If they have
power to consider these matters and to make representa=
tion to the Police Commissioner on such matters, then you
cannot say to them in subclause (2) that they cannot make
any representation about those matters, I will read sub=
clause (1) again,

“For the purpose of enabling Inspectors, subordinate
police officers and constables of the Forceto consider and
bring to the notice of the Commissioner and the Governor
matters affecting their general welfare and efficiency, there
shall be established an organisation to be called the Police
Association which shall act through a Central Committee as
provided by rules made under this Act,”

Then they tell you in subclause (2):

“No representation shall be made by the Police Asso-
ciation in relation to any question of discipline.....,’

1 understand that, They camot discipline themselves;
somebody will have to discipline them, If you leave in that,
that is quite in order but when yougo on to say that no re~
presentation shall be made by the Police Association in re=
lation to any question of ‘‘promotion, transfer, leaveor any
other matter in so far as it affects individual cases,”’ those
are matters in which they should have some say. Subclause
(2) deliberately takes away what power is given to them in
subclause (1). A Police Association should not statewho is
right and who is wrong; that should be vested solely in the
Commissioner and may be, other police matters closely
connected thereto, but to say that they should not state and
go into matters which affect their conditions of service,
their salaries, wages, and ordinary civic duties, isto take
away from them their rights, and the Association will be
just aquasi=Associationor a sort of hybrid makeshift Asso-
ciation which may only meet and cause them to get into
trouble, so that when you join the Association and feel that
you have a right to talk and yougo and say the wrong thing,
then you may be accused of having made representation af-
fecting promotions, transfers, leave or any other matter
in so far as it affects individual cases,

5,35 p.m,

The words ‘‘or any other matter*® are only a question of
ejusdem generis; they do not carry the matter any further,
I think that this is a verydangerouspiece of legislation; it
is very contradictory in the first instance, and subclause 2
really destroys whatever the constitution of the Association
may be; such constitution is really invalidated in this
Clause. They will be found acting ultra vires if they get to=
gether and discuss anything at all; that is how it seems to
me, It does appear that the object of the Association is just
for a matter of a pastime, todiscusscricket or the theatre:
and if that is the object, well then you should say that in the
Bill. If you want the Police Associationto talk about cricket
and not go into matters affecting the welfare of the police=
men, you will leave them in a conundrum; they do not know
what they can do or what they cannotdo, The Police Asso-
ciation can talk about cricket: but if they want to make any
representation on behalf of the policemen, they cannot do
that, In other words, after all the talk is over, the matter
ends right there,

Mr, Chairman, I do not regard this Clause as anything
which will help the policemen, This Police Associationis a
water~tight thing inwhich ahybrid sort of association is set
up with little or no power. There is no reason why the Po-
lice Association should not have powers closely approx=
imating those of the Civil Service Association. After all,
these people are men and women just like anybody else; as
far astheir futureexistence, their generalwelfare and their
general prospects for their family are concerned, their re-
presentation is inadequate as compared with the CivilSer=
vice Association, I see no reason why they should be ham=
strung and prevented from doing anything at allin matters
affecting their general welfare. This whole thing is contra=
dictory and farcical and it means nothing at all.

;.,72\ Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Chairman, unlike some hon, mem=
bers, it is immaterial to me if the Police Association is a
strong Association or not. They must become strong, What
I am saying publicly is that the Police Association should
see their own weakness. They have agreed with this pro=
vision and I agree with it too. You can have any innocuous
legislation if they agree with it, If aman wants to kill him~
self, why should you prevemt him from relieving himself of
living on this planet? If the police do not know what to do
with their Association, then it is a matter for them, This
is just like the people who voted for the Government; they
had opportunity to vote and they voted for the Government
they wanted,

These people cannot join any Trade Unionoutside their
Body. It means that you recognise the Trade Union as a col~
lective organisation and the Police Association should not be
associated with any organisation outside. There isnopoint
in giving them the right to be associated with the Associa=
tion in B,G, unless you know what are their rules. You may
thereby be in something which is fundamentally opposed to
something which you are doing.

———————— — ]
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The hon, senior member for Christ Church has just
read out this whole Clause; mention has been made of
general welfare and efficiency and that covers quite a lot,
Representation in this context means alotof things. As the
Police Force is a disciplined Force, youhaveto treat it in
such a way that the person in charge will be able to exer=-
cise discipline without any infringement of his authority, If
you are saying that this Association is to be like a Trade
Union wiseasvis the employer and employees, the Police
Association must be the same thing, It must be able to
deal with all matters over which it has general control.
The whole idea of an organisation like thisis that it has to
deal with individuals, You do not get a Trade Union or a
Police Association out of itself; it comes out of individuals,
You realise the difficulty in getting them to deal with their
individual cases and you put matters to a body; otherwise
you would be in danger of having 700 policemen saying that
they will deal with their matters,

As to the question of promotion in so far as it affects
the individual, that will create a furore. I will tell the
Premier that he will havetobévery careful nowadays. I do
not go in for any witch~hunting but you must take a very
serious view of things. The Police Force today is quite dif-
ferent from the Police Force years ago; itis not a glorified
force of watchmen, If you do not give them power within
their own organisation you are opening the door for sub-
version., You must give people freedom to join their own
organisation, and this Association should be free within
its organisation to discuss the matters which affect the in-
dividual as well, I do not see why you should have this
first Sub=clause dealing with general welfare and efficiency
and in the next Sub-clause you restrict the Association and
say that no representation should be made in relation to any
of these questions.

5,45 p.m,

The things that really come under general issues are things
that come up once in a while or periodically, things like a
general revision or the general standards to be set; but
individual cases come up and therefore you should set up
some Whitley Council, because the Police Force is different
from the Civil Service,

Mr. Chairman, where you have amanwho is subjected
to discipline which he mustcarryoutonthe spot, it is very
important that you should give that Association the oppor=
tunity of discussing discipline that arises with the indivi=
dual, because if a policeman is given an order now he has
to carry it out; but do not tell me that because he has to
carry out that order, the order in itself should be a
matter that the Police Association should not be able to
discuss with the Commissioner of Police, as it may be
something that is grossly unfair, The Clause says that no
representation shall be made by the Police Association
in relation to any question of discipline or promotion, trans=
fer, posting, leave or any other matter in so far as it
affects individualcases, but in my opinion those are matters
on which there should be some representation, Thereis no
question that I capnot make representation in the Trade
Union on behalf of any member, though Imay agree that the
employer has the right to dismiss, suspend or discipline a
man, We have a right to take up any matter that affects
any individual, no matter what the matter is; so that you
must give the Association the amount of commonsense to
kpow that in certain casesfar fromaman being disciplined,
he should have been fired,

Mr. Chairman, cases like that come to me, and up to
last week I had a case where a man was dismissed, 1 en=
quired into the man’s case and told him that he had no case.
1 told him that the more he talked to me the more lies he
told and I had no time to waste with liars, In the Union
we do not say that we cannot represent them; we have to
examine the case, I feel that for the Police Association to
be anything that is worthwhile, unless you make rules that
are so flexible, wide and reasonable, you should set up a
quasi Whitley Council to deal with these problems of pro-
motion, discipline and so on., MayIsaytoo, Mr. Chairman,
that these are the questions that plague any Police Force
more than the general welfare issues, I have been talking
about police matters for donkey years, but they are nrot
interested in general welfare matters.

———

I remember that abowt some twelve years ago, I went
to the Crab Hill Police Station and found that there were no
chairs in the Station; the policemen had to sit on some old
tin box or on the cot with some boots under it. That was his
home, but he did not have the sort of atmosphere of home.
I do not know what representation the policeman had made
nor am I worried about those things, because I believe
some people take a longer timetogrow up than others, and
if the Police Association takes a long time to grow up, it
will grow up in time. If you are going to have Clause 47
(1), how are you going to reconcile those two sections in
which one section gives the impression that youare giving
the Police Association power while in the other section in
which the power can be used it is taken away? My view
of it is that this would be more or less a little gathering.
This would be like some of the powers that they grant to
some of the political parties, You give the Premier power
to do certain things and yet some small boys can come to
the Airport with something and embarrass the Premier,
and then when he meets MacMillan say that the National
Executive did this, It is just like the embarrassment those
smaller fellows put you in that you do not know whom you
are running and whom you are not running. That is the sort
of thing you do not want happening in the Police Force. I
understand that your Party has some of the most difficult
problems in deciding ordinary questions.

Mr. Chairman, we do not want the Premier to have
these problems with the Police F o*ce. You say you do not
want them to join the Trade Union, but if they were mem-
bers of the Trade Union I would ask several questions, if
I had to go to the Public Service Commission about a man
and heard that he had no case, 1 would not waste time.
Though the members of the Government say that we Trade
Unionists do not work hard, Icantell them that I work hard-
er than any of them and maybe harder than two of them put
together; but I have the capacity to work hard and appear
not to be working hard. That calls for a gift which you do
not have. I would admonish the Premier that the Police
Association should within itself have as much power and
authority as it should have had it been a Trade Union out~
side; and if you say that members of the Force cannot join
the Trade Union, you have to be prepared to give them the
same powers as they would have if they joined a Trade
Union outside. That is the only way inwhich it can function
effectively. You must give them the authority to bow off
steam, but you will still be able to confine a man for seven
years or take away his leave fromhim. If you do that, that
is the surest way of preventing subversion. You subvert

" an organisation when you prevent freedom,

The Minister of Labour says that I am the boss of the
Trade Union, but Iam a good boss because I get things done,
I get people to follow me and pass Resolutions in their in-
terest, and even though the Government in power does not
agree with them, they still do it, Thatis leadership; and it
takes a good leader to do that, (Hon. M, E. COX: It takes

- dictatorship, too.) The dictatorship of Khruschev has the

world thinking. (Hon, M, E.COX:That is chalk and cheese.)

You cannot differentiate between chalk and cheese, The

only difference is that you see cheese before you and take
it for chalk, What you require is leadership and maybe the
Assocjation as an Association lacks it,

The Hon, Minister says that dictatorship comes from
the outside, and as an example I would say that they were
trying to influence the Organisation topushmeout, but they
could not succeed. That is because I allow the fellows to be
free. We are the ones who stood onone side and pushed the
others outside, so they had to leave. You must give an
organisation freedom because if we had stultified the
movement as others wanted to do, we would not have got
freedom of expression.

5,59 P,

I do not make any bones about my attitude about the Police
Force, Personally, I feel that in Barbados they try to treat
the Police Force like an army. Itisnot an army; it is part
of the means of preserving law and order, 1 feel that the
Police Force as a force should be an impartial force, I
believe that I depend on the Police Force more than any=
body else, Poor people like me have to depend on the
policemen, If you interfere withme, IThave to call a police-
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man but 1 do not want a policeman to say that because you
belong to the Labour Party, he camnot deal with you, If
he tells me so, he is only asking me to use violence.,

1 want the Hon. Premier to ook around him, and he
will see that we are becoming independent and although the
forces for external power would still be inthe hands of the
British Government, yet internal power is going to be here
with you, You can see that we are not so far from other
places like Cuba, If we get a PoliceForce that can become
corrupt and it cannot have expression and they are being
throttled down, then all elements that are subversive can
enter into it and create discontent, It is, therefore, wise
that you do not give the impression in this Bill that you
are preventing the Police Association from having the
freedom to represent the members of the Force but at
the same time you do not want the Commissioned officers
and the Commissioner bogged down to regard this as a
means of not giving them the authority which they should
have. The Association as an association is distinct from
the individual and the Association should be given the
authority to make its representation at all levels and you
have to create the machinery for it, Itis not a superhuman
task, If the rulescanbemadeasﬂexibleasttwseof'the
Whitley Council for the CivilServants, with the people with
the knowledge you can’ deal with these matters. I would
say that you are not lacking for examples,

Mr, Chairman, I do not know who advised Government
on this matter; but despite the talk which you have heard
in here abowt strikes, Barbados is a territory which has
has the least number of strikes in the whole Caribbean, 1
say that without any hard feeling against strangers who
may be here, It is a question that you do not call a strike
for the sake of calling a strike. Youdo not want the Police
Force going on strike, because if the Police Force goes
on strike you are going to get anarchy; you will get the un-
savoury elements of the Island rising up, For that reason
I am satisfied in my mind that no stone should be left un~
turned in this new dispensation of giving the Police Asso=
ciation the full rights of atrade union save that of the right
to strike if we debar them from joining a trade union from
outside, As I have said, as a trade unionist, I would not
like 10 organise the Police Force into a trade union be-
cause as soonas youorganise member s of the Police Force
into a trade union it would be bound to fail because taking
away the weapon of strike from me will be taking away
the heart of the trade union fromme, A Police Force cannot
strike, and if you take away the strike weapon you should
give them the maximum method which would lead up to a
strike without their being able to strike,

Sir, I too must thank the Hon. Premier for postponing
this measure so as to allow the Police Association to dis=
cuss this matter, I say that if the Police Association wants
this, though we have the right to pass legislation, so long
as the Association has discussed the matter and the mem-=-
bers have put their plans before you and are satisfied
with what you have done, if it suits them, it suits me, If
I were a policeman, I would make a row, The policemen
cannot blame me; they must blame the Police Association,

t@’ Hon, Dr, H. G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, there
has been a lot of talk, so to speak, on the powers of the
Police Association and some hon., members are linking
the Police Force with the Trade Union, I certainly expected
that the hon, senior member would nothave fallen into that
class, A Trade Union has democratic powers; it is not a
disciplinary body; therefore, it is free to discuss conditions
of work, pay and things of that sort, .

Now, the Police Force in Barbados = and I take it any
Police Force in any part of the world = is an organised
disciplined body. Certainly, all the Police Forces which I
know are organised, disciplined bodies. If hon. members
look at this Section on which we have heard so much talk,
they will see that on broad mattersof principle and policy,
the Police Association can function. It can meet, discuss,
concur or disagree and recommend. On a broad princi-
ple they can do that, but youcantell me what Police Force
it would be like if the Association were allowed to question
why an officer, let us say, John Thomas had been discip~

lined? What Force it would be like if the Association could
question why Tom Harris had not been promoted and things
of that sort? That certainly would be a case where an in-
dividual could go and question any decision relative to his
transfer, promotion, leave and all those things. I am sure
the policemen themselves would say that in a disciplined
body there are certain standards of discipline which must
be maintained,

A little later when we come to deal with the Police
Service Commission Bill, you will notice that policemen
will have the right to appeal to the Police Service Com~
mission and that is the way in which they can lay their
grievances, They can appeal from any decision of the
Commissioner to the Governor or in certain cases to
the Police Service Commission; therefore, their rights
as far as promotion, transfer and things of that sort are
preserved. If they are dissatisfied with a decision of the
Commissioner of Police they can appeal to the Governor
or the Police Service Commission.

6,05 p.m.

I think and I hope that that will satisfy every hon. member.
1 repeat that the Police Force is a disciplinary body; dis=
cipline must be maintained, The broad question of prin-
ciple can be discussed by the Police and they can make re-
presentations to the higher authorities. In other cases,
they have the right of appeal,

What the hon, junior member for St, Joseph enquired
about is in the definition Clause, I do not see that there is
anything more that I can say in connection with the particu-
lar Section, with which we are now dealing,

The question that Clause 53 renumbered 47 stand
port of the Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative
withaut division

Clause 54 renumbered 48 was called, It reads as
follows:

54. (1) The Commissioner may, with the approval of the
Governor, make rules for the constitution and management
of the Police Association and for any matter relating there-
m'

(2) The rules contained in the Second Schedule to this
Act shall have effect as if made under the provisions of
subsection (1) of this section and may from time to time be
amended or revoked by the Commissioner with the approval
of the Governor,

Hon, Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS: In connection with this
Clause, I am asking leave to make amendments as follows:

(a) by inserting the words and commas, *‘acting after
consultation with the Police Association®’, immediately af=
ter the word *‘Commissioner®* in the first line of sub-clause
1)

(b) by inserting the words *‘acting after consultation
with the Police Association and" immediately after the
word ‘“‘Commissioner'® in the last line of sub=clause (2).

Sub~clause (1) will now read *‘the Commissioner, acting
after consultation with the Police Association may, with the
approval of the Governor, make rules for the constitution
and management of the Police Association and for any mat-
ter relating thereto,

Sub~clause (2) will now read ‘‘the rules contained in
the Second Schedule to this Act shallhave effect as if made
under the provisions of sub=-section (1) of this Section and
may from time to time be amended or revoked by the Com=
missioner acting after consultation with the Police Associ-
ation and with the approval of the Governor,*"

Those amendments will give some confidence to the
Police Association that the Commissioner on his own back
cannot go ahead and make rules relating to the management
of the Association, but that these rules must be made in con=
sultation with the Association and they must also be ap=
proved by the Governor,

There being no objection, leave was granted the Hon,
Premier.

e ——— ]
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Hon. Dr, H. G, H, CUMMINS: I now beg to move, Mr,
Chairman, that Clause 54 renumbered 48 as amended stand
part of the Bill,

Hon, L. St.A. THORNE: I beg to second that,

The question that Clause 54 renumbered 48 as
amended stand part of the Bill was put and resolved in
the affimative without division,

Clauses 55 to 63 respectively renumbered 49 to
57 were called and passed,

Clause 64 renumbered 58 was called,

Hon. Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that Clause 64 renumbered 58 stand part of the Bill,

Hon, L. St, A, THORNE: I beg to second that,

Mr. BARROW: Mr, Chairman, this Clause protects
members of the Police Force from civil actionfor any act
done in obedience to the writ or warrant of any Judge or
Magistrate, It sets out that: *‘such member of the Force
shall not be responsible for any irregularity inthe issuing
of such writ or warrant, or for any want of jurisdiction in
the Judge or Magistrate issuing the same, and such mem-=-
ber of the Force may plead the generalissue and give such
writ or warrant in evidence; and upon producing such writ
or warrant, duly signed by a Judge or Magistrate and
proving that the act complained of was done in obedience
to such writ or warrant, they juryor court trying the issue
shall find a verdict for such member of the Force, who
shall recover his costs of suit.”

6,15 p.m,

Now that particular Clause is all right in a way, but
there is something which has to be made abundantly clear
here in the Legislature before this particular Clause is
passed., We have a peculiar situation here in Barbados on
which very, very recently the Home Secretary in England
and the Secretary of States for the Colonies have issued a
directive. I do not know if it has percolated down to the
. Premier of Barbados now, but eight years agoon the floor
of this House I protested over the fact that police officers
were given the power to issue warrants for the arrest of
persons, Now that is completely contrary to the rule of
law; it is contrary to the doctrine of the separation of
powers. You cannot be judge and jury in your own case,

We as practitioners have had the experience of police
officers = and they still do it withmonotonous regularity =
issuing warrants and writs for the arrest of persons on,
let us say, a Saturday morning when a Magistrate is not
sitting, and holding .people until Monday morning, and by
Monday they have wrung statements out of the unfortunate
wretches who have had to slumber with the cock-roaches
in the dungeons of the Central Police Station, Now eight
years ago on that side of the House I said it is directly
contrary to all established principles of democratic pro-
cedure, If a Police Officer has information which should
lead to the arrest or detention of aperson, he should be able
to go and swear in front of a Magistrate who is invariably
a legally trained person and tell that Magistrate that he has
information on oath which suspects that such and such a
person shotld be arrested, He may not be able to prove.....

Mr. CHAIRMAN; The hon, member is now dealing with
matters where the Police Officer.....

Mr. BARROW: 1am dealing with Section 64 remumbered
58 of the Police Bill which is now before the House about
warrants and exemptions.

Mr, CHAIRMAN: Warrants and exemptions signed by a
Judge or Magistrate, but you are dealing with warrants
signed by a Police Officer.

Mr. BARROW: I am dealing withexemptions and things
done by a Judge or Magistrate, and Iam merely trying = if
you willgive me a chance - to show what I am talking about,
Instead of the Clerk interfering, he should realise that he
did not face the electorate and if he wants to join a
political Party, let him go on a political platform and run.

hirn Mr, CHAIRMAN: In fairness to the Clerk, I called on

S e

Mr. BARROW: If you would only let me explain why I
got up, you would see the point Iam making. I am perfectly
aware that it says ‘judge or magistrate’, but I am taking this
gpportunity to point out the dangers of having exemptions
in a Clause of this kind unlessyouare perfectly clear what
you have in mind, What I am pointing out, Mr, Chairman,
is that not only judges or magistrates sign warrants or
issue writs, but that we have a peculiar situation here in
Barbados where Police Officers do it as well,

Now it would be a slightly ridiculous situation for a
Judge or Magistrate signing a writ and the policeman
executing that writ or warrant is exempted from an action
for, say, trespass of the person, malicious prosecution or
false imprisonment, and the Chief Justice of the Police,
namely the Superintendent of Police, issuing the same
warrant that he would not be exempted.

Mr., CHAIRMAN: This Section reads as follows:~
“‘When an action is brought against any member....

Mr, BARROW: Mr, Chairman, I can read, but tell me
what the point is and I will sit down, I must be allowed to
e)fercise my democratic rights, I did not ask anybody in=
sxde here to give me a job and let me come here and sit

own,

Mr, CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. member listen to the
Chair? 1 am drawing to your attention that this section does
not deal with any warrant signed by a Police Officer. It
deals with a warrant signed by a Judge or a Magistrate
against a member of the Force; so those are two different
things entirely.

Mr, BARROW: How am I going to explain, Mr. Chair=
man? You should not be entering into further combat with
me, I am speaking on this Clause and I know what I want
to say, but you would not allow me to develop my argu=
ment. You do not seem to be aware that I was pointing out
that the Secretary of State has recently issuved a directive
over something which I stated several years ago, I want
to make it clear that this section is not be extended to mean
that any Superintendent of Police can have a warrant
carried out......

Mr, CHAIRMAN: That does not apply to this Section.

Mr, BARROW: Are youtrying to tell me about law? You
can tell me about the rulings in the House birt do you know
what I am going 10 say?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I would like the hon. junior member
for St, John to listen while I am speaking.

Mr, BARROW: You have done nothing else but talk and
1 have been listening all the time,

Mr, CHAIRMAN: Iam attempting to draw to your atten~
tion that the point about warrants being signed by a Police
Officer does not apply to this Clause,

Mr, BARROW: Do you think you know more about law
that I do? Mr, Chairman, you arelikeRip Van Winkle, and
I do not mean it’}nanydirespectfulmanner. All of a sudden
you realise that there is a Clause before the House and you
or the Clerk who is a servant of the House would not wait
for me to explain my point. If youwould only exercise your
patience, you would not let the Clerk mislead you and you
would be able to understand what I am driving at. All you
are telling me about is reading English, I am saying that
this Clause should not be extended to mean that a Police
Superintendent signing a warrant...e..

Mr. CHAIRMAN: There is nothing in this Clause giving
a Police Superintendent authority to do that,

Mr. BARROW: Are you arguing a case for the Attor-
ney General? I presume you know the meaning of *‘a Clause
should not be extended to mean®, because if you say you
have consulted the Clerk, I advise you 1o consult him now
and he will appreciate my point of view. This is not a poli-
tical matter; this is something I am trying to bring to the

-
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attention of the Government, and you, like the Lord Chan- -
cellor of England, are going to interpret the Clause before :

I express what the dangers are, Before I begin, you are
going to make it a big political case.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: You cannot deal with the issue of
warrants by Police Officers under this Section,

Mr. BARROW: Let me understand your ruling, Isyour
ruling that under Clause 64 renumbered 58 Icannot say “‘it
should not be extended to mean'*, = because that is the way
a Jot of statues are worded = that a Police Officer would
have no authority to issue a warrant and to enjoy the im=
munity which Clause 64 renumbered 58 gives,

6,25 p.m.

Mr., CHAIRMAN: Not under this Section; they are too
disconnected, That is an entirely different thing.

Mr. BARROW:'I do not want to waste time, Let me
get the position cleared up. Are you the Chairman or the
hon. senior member for St, Michael is the Chairman?

Hon, M. E. COX: The hon. member has no mamers,

Mr. BARROW: Look at who is saying that I have no
manners! I have not been a pilot for sailors. Which would
you prefer? Would you prefer to be apilot for sailors or to
be a man? I would like to be a man, Sometimes you have
to make a choice,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am appealing to the hon, member.

Mr. BARROW: Mr, Chairman, if you do not want me to
speak, tell me to sit down,

Mr., CHAIRMAN: I am appealing to the hon, member,
Deal with the point, I am not preventing you from dealing
with the point,

Mr. BARROW: A great deal of time has been wasted
by cross words. We just do not understand each other, If
the ruling came from the hon. senior member for St. Mich~
ael, we are really wasting time because hedoes not under=
stand anything else but abusing people,

Hon., M, E, COX: I understand whata dirty scoundrel
you are,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Get back to the Section,

Mr, BARROW: Do you want me to speak on the Section?
When we are incurring all this hostile action and with the
Clerk of the House playing politics too, I think it is unneces-
sary that I should say anything further.lhave a lot of work
to do. If you do not want me to talk, I can sit down, Of
course, if I wanted to talk, I would talk whether you told me
to do so or not, If you are tired, Mr, Chairman, say so., If
you want to have the Bill stampeded throughthe House, you
can have it stampeded,

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I am asking the hon, junior member
for St. John to deal with the Section,

Mr. BARROW: Tell me what you want me to say.

The question that Clause 64 renumbered 58 stand
part was put and resolved in the affimatve without
division,

Clouses 65t 78 renumbered 59 to 72 respectively
were called separately and passed,

Clause 79 renumbered 73 was called,

It reads as follows:-

‘*There ishereby constituted a permanent Constabulary
to be known as the Barbados Special Constabulary.*

Hon, Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I am ask~
ing that the words “‘ishereby"* appearing in the first line of
the Clause be deleted and that the words *‘shall be'® insert~-
ed in their place so that it would now read: ‘’There shall
be constitited.ececees’’

1 beg to move that Clause 79 remmnbered Clause 73
as amended stand part,

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affimative
without division,

6,35 p.m,
Clauses 80 to 85 respectively renumbered 74 to 79
were called and passed,

Clause 86 renumbered 80 was called. It reads as fol-
lows:—

86. (1) The Commissioner may, with the approval of the
Governor-in-Executive Committee, make regulations for
the good order and government of the Force,

2) Without prejudice to the generality of such power,
regulations made under the preceding provision of this
section may provide for =

(a) the duties to be performed by members of the
Force and their guidance in the discharge of
their duties;

(b) the training and discipline of the Force;

(c) promotion to the various ranks in the Force
below the rank of Superintendent;

(d) the demotion of Inspectors, subordinate po-
lice officers and constables from one rankto
another;

(e) the description and issue of arms, ammuni=
tion, accoutrements, uniforms and necessa-
ries to be supplied to the Force;

(f) the management of barracks, stations, cells
and lock=up rooms, and of persons confined
therein;

(g) the messingof subordinate police officers and
constables;

(h) the taking of measurements, photographs
and fingerprint impressions of persons inlaw=
ful custody;

(i) the keeping of records of all persons convicted
of any criminal offence in this Island;

(j) the due execution of all writs and other pro-
cesses entrusted to the police for execution;

(k) the duve accounting for all moneys, goods and
chattels that may be received by any member
of the Force in the execution of any writ or
other process;

) deductions from pay for any goods or ser=
vices supplied from any canteen or grocery
of the Force or for any subscriptions or dues
to any sports club thereof; and

(m) the general administration of the Force.

(3) Regulations made under this section may prov1de
that any of the regulations =

(a) shall not apply to all or any female mem-
bers of the Force; or

(b) shall apply only to female members of the
Force or to suchof them asmay be specified.

Hon, Dr, H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, in con~
nection with this Clause, I am asking that it be amended as
follows:

(a) by deleting the words **and discipline®’ from para~-
graph (b) of sub-clause (2);

(b) by deleting paragraph (d) of sub-clause (2), and
renumbering paragraphs (e) to (m) (inclusive) as para=
graphs (d) to @);
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(c) by substituting the words ‘‘members of the Force®
for the words ‘‘the Police’® appearing in paragraph (i) (as
renumbered);.*’

There being no aobjection, leave was granted the Hon,
Premier,

Hon. Dr, H, G, H, CUMMINS: With those amendments,
Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that Clause 86 renumbered
80 as amended stand part of the Bill,

Hon, D, D, GARNER: I beg to second that,

The question that Clause 86 renumbered 80 as
amended stand part of the Bill was put and resolved in
the affimative without division,

Clauses 87 and 88 respectively renumbered 81 and
82 were called and passed,

Clause 89 renumbered 83 was called, It reads as
follows:~

89. (1) The Police Act, 1908 and the Police (Amend-
ment) Act, 1944, are hereby repealed,

(2) Such repeal shall not affect =

(2) the  operation of subsection (2) of section (4)
of the Police Force and Fire Brigade Pen~
sfons Act, 1949, which shall continue to have
effect as if such repeal had not been made;

(b) any regulation or rule in force at the date of
coming into operation of such repeal and made
under the authority of any Actthereby repealed
and any such regulation or rule shall haveeffect
as if made under this Act and may be amended
or revoked or enforced accordingly,

Hon, Dr. H, G. H, CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, in con=
nection with this Clause, I am asking leave that it be
amended by substituting the word *“four’” for the brackets
and mumneral *‘(4)" appearing in the second line of para=-
graph (a) of sub-clause (2),

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon, Premier,

Hon, Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS: I beg to move that Clause
89 renumbered 83 as amended stand part of the Bill.

Hon, D. D, GARNER: I beg to second that,

The question that Clause 89 renumbered 83 as
amended stand part of the Bill was put and resolved in the
affirnative without division,

" Clause 90 renumbered 84 was called and passed,

The First Schedule was called,

Hon. Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, [ am ask=
ing leave that this Schedule be amended sothat a reference
to “‘Section 77'* be substituted for the reference to ‘‘Sec-
tion 83" at the topof Form B in the Schedule. In connection
with Form B of the Schedule reference is made to Section
83 and the Heading is ‘‘Oath Of Office To Be Taken By
Members Of Barbados Constabulary,' I ask leave to
make the amendment as I have indicated.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon, Premier,

Hon, Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, 1beg
to move that the First Schedule as amended stand part
of the Bill.

Hon, D. D, GARNER: I beg to second that.

The question that the First Schedule as amended
stand part of the Bill was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division,

The Second Schedule was called,

Hon. Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: In connection with this
Schedule, I am asking leave that it be amended so that a
reference to ‘‘Section 48" be substituted for the reference
to *‘Section 54" appearing at the beginning of the Rules
in this Schedule,

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon, Premier,

Hon. Dr, H. G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that the Second Schedule as amended stand part of
the Bill,

Hon. D, D, GARNER: I beg to second that,
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The question that the Second Schedule as amended
stand part of the Bill was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division,

Hon, Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that you do now report the passing of the Bill in Com-~
mittee with amendments,

Hon., D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affimative
without division,

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER re-
sumed the Chair and reported accordingly,

6.45 p.m,

Hon, Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Speaker, I beg to
move that the Bill be recommitted in order to deal with
Clauses 2, 14, 15, 23, 25, 26, 27, 29, 30, 31,33, 35 and 36.

Hon. D, D, GARNER: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirnative
without division, and Mr, SPEAKER left the Chair and
the House resumed (Committee on the Bill, Mr,BRY AN
being in the Chair,

Clause_2 was called, It reads as follows:—

2. (1) Inthis Act, the following expressions have the mean~
ings hereby respectively assigned to them =

“‘Commissioner'® means the Commissioner of Police;

*‘constable’® means a member of the Police Force be=
low the rank of corporal;

‘“the Force'® or ‘the Police Force'* means the Barba~
dos Police Force as constituted and maintained un~
der the provisions of this Act;

“gazetted police officer'’ means the Commissioner,
the Deputy Commissioner or any Superintendent
of Police;

‘police area'*means apolice area as defined in the re-
gulations;

“regulations’* means the regulations relating to the
Force made under the authority of this Act and of
the Police Act, 1908, or any Act amending that Act
and for the time being in force;

‘‘special constable’ includes officers, subordinate
officers and special constables of the SpecialCon-
stabulary;

‘“Special Constabulary' means the force of Island
Special Constabulary constituted under section
seventy=-nine of this Act;

“subordinate police officer’® means a member of the
Police Force of the rank of Station Sergeant, Ser-
geant or Corporal;

“Superintendent®® includes Senior Superintendent and
Assistant Superintendent.

(2) References in any enactment or in any subsidiary
legislation to any provisions of the Police Act, 1908, or to
any enactinent amending that Act shall be deemed to include
references to the corresponding provisions of this Act,

Hon, Dr, H, G. H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I am ask=
ing leave to amend Clause 2 as follows:=

(a) by inserting immediately after the definition of
‘‘police area’’® the following definition =

*Police Service Commission®’ means the Police Ser=
vice Commission established under the provisions of the
Police Service Commission Act, 1961;

. {b) by substituting the word ‘‘seventy-three’ for the

word- ‘‘seventy~nine’® in the definition of **Special Constab~
ulary".
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There being no objection, leave was granted the
.Hon, Premier,

Hon, Dr, H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that Clause 2 as amended, stand part.

Hon, D, D. GARNER: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmagdve
without division,

Clause 14 was called, It reads as follows:—

14, Subject to the provisions of this Act and of the regula-
tions, the Governor may from time to time as occasion
may require appoint or enlist fit and proper persons w be
subordinate police officers and constables of the Force,
and every person so appointed or enlisted shall perform
such duties as the Commissioner may from time to time
determine,

Hon, Dr. H, G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I am
asking leave to delete Clause 14 and to substitute the fol-
lowing as the new Clause 14,

Appointment 14, Subject to the provisions of this Act
of subordinave and of regulations, the Governor may
officers and from time to time appoint as subordinate
enlistment of police officers and enlist as constables
constahles, such fit and proper persons as occasion

may require, and every person so appoint-
ed or enlisted shall perform such duties
as the Commissioner may from time to
time determine,
There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon, Premiery
Hon, Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I beg to
move that Clause 14, as amended, stand part,

Hon, L. St.A. THORNE: 1 beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affimative
without division,

Clause 15 was called, It reads as follows:—

15. Every member of the Force shall, onhis appointment,
take and subscribe the oath set out in Form A in the First
Schedule to this act. Such oath shall be taken by the Com~
missioner before the Governor and by every other member
of the Force before the Commissioner of a Justice of Peace,

Hon, Dr, H., G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I am
asking leave to amend Clause 15 by inserting the words
and comma ‘‘or enlistment,’ immediately appearing after
the word ‘‘appointment’ in the second line of the Clause.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon, Premier,

Hon, Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I beg to
move that Clause 15 as amended stand part.

Hon, L. St.A, THORNE: I beg to second that,
The quesdon was put and resolved in the affimative
without division,

Clause 23 was called, It reads as follows:—

23, (1) It shall be the duty of the Force —

(a) to control and regulate the movement of per=-
sons and vessels in Carlisle Bay or in any
port or harbour of the Island; and

(b) to control and regulate traffic on all highways
and public places,

(2) Without prejudice to any other power conferred
upon a member of the Force by thisor any other enactment,
it shall be lawful for any member of the Force to order any
person in any public place to move onand keep on moving;
and any person without lawful excuse failing to obey any
such order shall be liable on convictionby a court of sum-=
mary jurisdiction to a fine not exceeding tendollars and in
default of payment thereof to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding one month,

Hon, Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I am
asking leave to amend Clause 23 by inserting immediately
after the word ‘‘regulate” in paragraph (a) of subclause

(i) the words and commas **, in accordance with regulations
made under section twenty=four of this Act,",

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon, Premier,

Hon. Dr, H, G. H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that Clause 23 as amended, stand part.

Hon, L. St.A, THORNE: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affimnative
without division,

Clause 25 was called, It reads as follows:~

25, (1) With respect to the enlistment of Inspectors, sub-
ordinate police officers and constables, the following pro-
visions of this section shall have effect.

(2) No person shall be enlisted who =

(a) is less than nineteen or more thanthirty years
of age, unless he has served previously for at
least two years in a Police Force;

() is not of the required height and chest measure=
ment according to a standard to be fixed from
time to time by the Governor;

(c) does not satisfactorily pass a medicalexamin=
ation as to his hodily fitness to be held by the
Police Medical Officer ‘appointed for that pur~
pose and if the Governor shall think fit by
another duly qualified medical practitioner;

(@) does not produce satisfactory proof of good
character;

(e) fails to pass an examination to be held by the
Director of Education: Provided that aperson
shall not be required to pass suchexamination
if he possesses a certificate to the effect that
he has passed the School Certificate examina=
tion or the Junior Cambridge examination or
other corresponding examination;

(f) is not a British subject.

Hon. Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I am
asking leave to amend Clause 25 by deleting from subclause
(1) the words “‘Inspector s, subordinate police officers and"’,

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon, Premier,

Hon, Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I beg to
move that Clause 25 as amended stand part.

Hon. L, St.A, THORNE: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affimative
without division,

Clause 26 was called, It reads as follows: -

26, (1) During the first two years after his enlistment,
every subordinate police officer and constable shall be on
probation, and if during such period he is found wanting in
any suchqualities as are likely to render him a useful mem«
ber of the Force, his services may forthwith be dispensed
with by the Commissioner; at the end of the period afore=
said, if his services have not been dispensed with, his en=
listment shall be deemed to have been duly confirmed:

Provided that the Commissioner with the approval of
the Governor may confirmhisenlistment at any time before
the end of the period aforesaid.

(2) The provisions of this section shall applytoevery
person who, having left the Force, may subsequently be
re-enlisted therein,

Hon, Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I am ask-
ing leave to amend Clause 28 as follows:

e ———e e
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(a) by deleting from the second line of subclause (1)
the words *‘subordinate police officer and'';

(b) by substituting the words *‘the enlistment of a con=
stable* for the words ‘‘*his enlistment"* in the second line of
the proviso to subclause (1).

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon. Premier.

Hon, Dr, H. G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that Clause 26 as amended stand part.

Hon. L. St.A. THORNE: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affimative
without division,

Clause 27 was called, It reads as follows:—

27. (1) No Inspector, subordinate police officer or con~
stable admitted to serve in the Force shall be at liberty
to resign from or leave the Force until the expiration of the
period of probation, unless he obtains the permission of
the Governor so to do.

(2) If any Inspector, subordinate police officer or con=
stable whose enlistment has been confirmed desiresto re~
sign from or leave the Force, he mayobtain his discharge
after theexpiration of a period of at least three months from
the date when he gives to the Commissioner notice in writ-
ing of his intention so to do:

Provided that the Governor may require an Inspector,
a subordinate police officer or a constable to resign from or
leave the Force at any time between the giving of such
notice and the expiration of the said period of three months
and in that case such Inspector, subordinate police officer
or constable shall be entitled to his pay to the end of the
current month,

(3) The Commissioner with the approval of the Gov-
ernor may grant permission to any Inspector, subordinate
police officer or constable whose enlistment has beencon=
firmed to resign from or leave the Force at any time.

Hon, Dr, H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I am ask-
ing leave to amend Clause 27 as follows:~

(a) by deleting from sub~-clause (1) the words ‘‘Inspec=
tor, subordinate police officer or"*;

(b) by inserting a comma immediately after the word
‘officer’* in the second line of sub-clause (2);

(c) by inserting the word **any*® immediately before the
word ‘‘constable'’ in the second line of sub-clause (2);

d) by inserting a comma immediately before the word
‘*desires"’ in the third line of sub-clause (2);

(e) by inserting a comma immediately after the word
*‘officer"* in the third line of sub=clause (3);

() by inserting the words *‘to any'’ immediately before
the word ‘‘constable’ in the third line of sub-clause (3);

v (® by inserting a comma immediately after the word
*“‘confirmed*® in the fourth line of sub~-clause (3);

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon. Premier,

Hon, Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS:; Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that Clause 27 as amended stand part,

Hon, L. St.A, THORNE: I beg to second that,

/ The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,
Clause 29 was called, It reads as follows:—

29, (1) Subject to the regulations, the Governor may, for
inefficiency, reduce any subordinate police officer to a
lower grade,
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(2) Any Inspector, subordinate police officer or con-
stable who is charged with an offence punishable under any
regulations made pursuant to the provisions of section
thirty-four of this Actor punishable on surnmary conviction
or on indictment may be suspended by the Commissioner
from the exercise of his duties as a member of the Force
umtil the charge has been finally disposed of, but shall
nevertheless remain subject to the discipline of the Force,

(3) Any Inspector, subordinate police officer or con=
stable who has been suspended under the provisions of the
last preceding subsection shall, during the period of sus=-
pension receive half the pay of his grade together with the
other emoluments to whichhe may beentitled, unless regu-
lations made under this Actprescribe thatonly a portion of
such other emoluments shall be payable during aperiod of
suspension. If the proceedings do not result inany convic-
tion or punishment against any such member of the Force,
he shall be entitled to receive the full amount of his pay and
other emoluments which he would have received if he had
not been suspended. If any conviction is recorded, such
member of the Force shall not be entitled to any part of his
pay or emoluments stopped under this subsection unless the
Governor otherwise directs,

(4) The Governor may at any time dismiss from the
Force or dispense with the services of any Inspector, sub-
ordinate police officer or constable whom he may consider
unfit for further service in the Force.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H. CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I am ask=
ing leave to amend Clause 29 as follows:=

(a) by inserting the words and commas **, acting on
the recommendation of the Police Service Commission,"’
immediately after the word ‘‘Governor' in the first line
of sub-clause (4);

(b) by substituting the words ‘‘who may be considered*’
for the words ‘‘whom he may consider® in the fourth line
of sub-clause (4).

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon, Premier,

Hon., Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that Clause 29 as amended stand part.

Hon. L. St,A. THORNE: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affimative
without division,
6,55 p,m.

Clause 30 was called, It reads as follows:e

30, (1) Every subordinate police officer or constable
who -

(a) absents himself from roll call and from duty
for the space of forty-eight hours without law~
ful excuse; or

(b) while serving on probation in the Force, re-
signs fromor leaves the F orce without the per=
mission of the Governor; or

(c) resigns from or leaves the Force at any time
without the permission of the Governor or the
Commissioper as the case may be or without
giving a valid notice of his intention to resign
from or leave the Force; or

(d) resigns from or leaves the Force before the
expiration of three months from the date when
he has given valid notice as aforesaid of his
intention to resign from or leave the Force,

shall be deemed to have illegally resigned fromor left the
Force and shall be liable, on convictionby a court of sum=
mary jurisdictionto a fine notexceeding one hundred dollars
or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months,

(2) It shall be sufficient in any charge or complaint
for an offence under this section to state that the person

-




proceeded against did illegally resign from or leave the
Force, and the onus of proving that any resignation or with=
drawal was with the permission of the Governor or the Com=
missioner as the case may be, or that 2 valid notice was
given, shall be on the person proceeded against,

Hon, Dr. H, G. H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I am ask-
ing that the words and commas *‘, as the case may be,’ be
inserted immediately before the word ‘‘who’’ inthe second
line of sub-clause (1).

With that amendment, I beg to move that Clause 30
stand part,

Hon, D, D, GARNER: I beg to second that.
The question was put and resolved in the affimative

without division,

Clause 31 was called, It reads as follows:—

31. Any Magistrate, on a complaint being made to him
on oath by any gazetted police officer that any member of
the Force has illegally resigned from or left the Force in
contravention of the last preceding section and that there is
reasonable cause to suspect that such member of the Force
is concealed in his ownpremisesor onthe premises of any
other person, or is on board any vessel within the limits
of the Island, shall grant to such first-mentioned member
of the Force awarrant to search with proper assistants, the
premises or vessel in which the member of the Force is
supposed to be concealed, and, if found, to arrest him in
order that he may be dealt with according to the law,

Hon, Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I am ask-
ing that Clause 31 be amended by substituting the words
‘‘an information being laid before** for the words *‘a com=
plaint being made to'® appearing in the first and second
lines of the Clause.

With that amendment, I beg to move that Clause 31
stand part,

Hon, D, D, GARNER: I beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affimative
wi thout division,

Clause 33 was called, It reads as fellows;—
33. (1) Any member of the Force who =

(a) begins, raises, abets, countenances, or incites
mutiny, or causesor joins in any seditious dis~
turbance amongst the members of the Force; or

(b) having knowledge of any actual or intended
mutiny, rebellion, or insurrection, does not
without delay give information thereof to a
gazetted police officer or to a Justice of the
Peace,

shall be guilty of an offence punishable on indictment and
on conviction thereof shall be liable to imprisonment for a
period not exceeding three years,

(2) Any member of the Force who —

(a) being present at any unlawful assembly does
not use his utmost endeavour to suppress the
same; or

(b) assaults a Justice of the Peace or any superior
officer; or

(c) draws or lifts, or offers to draw or lift, any
weapon or offers any violence against any such
Justice of the Peace or superior officer; or

(d) wilfully permits the escape of a prisoner; or
(e) uses unnecessary violence to or ill-uses any
prisoner; or

(f) pawns, sells, makes away withor wilfully spofls
or damages his arms, accoutrements, clothing
or any public property,

— ]

shall be guilty of an offence and liable, on conviction by a
court of summary jurisdiction to a fine not exceeding two
hundred dollars, or to imprisonment for a period not ex-
ceeding twelve months.

Hon. Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I am ask-
ing that Clause 33 be amended as follows:=

(a) by substituting the words ‘‘other member of the
Force® for the words ‘‘superior officer'* where those words
appear in paragraph (b) and (c) of sub-clause (2);

(b) by inserting the words ‘‘without lawful excuse*® at
the beginning of paragraph (e) of sub~clause (2).

With those amendments, I beg to move that Clause 33
stand part,

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affimative
without division,

Clause 35 was called, It reads as follows: -

35, The penalties which may be imposed under any regu~
lations made pursuant to the provisions of section thirty-
four of this Act shall be —

(a) by the Commissioner -
(i) dismissal;

(ii) reduction to a lower rank or lower rate of pay;

(iii) a fine not exceeding ten dollars;

(iv) confinement to barracks for any number of days
not exceeding twenty=-eight; punishment drill not
exceeding fourteen days;

(v) reprimand or severe reprimand; and

(b) by any other gazetted police officer -

(i) confinement to barracks for any number of days
not exceeding fourteen;

(ii) punishment drill not exceeding seven days;
(iii) a fine not exceeding five dollars; and
(iv) a reprimand or severe reprimand.

Hon, Dr, H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I arn ask=-
ing that Clause 35 be amended by the substitution of the
following in its place:~

35, The penalties which may be imposed
under any regulations made pursuant to the
provisions of section thirty=-four of this Act
shall be —

(a) by the Commissioner =

(i) a fine not exceeding ten dollars;
(ii) stopping of leave at his discretion;

(iii) punishment drill for any number of
days not exceeding fourteen;

(iv) reprimand or severe reprimand;
and

() by any other gazetted police officer
except an Assistant Superintendenton
any member of the Force below the
rank of Sergeant —

(i) stopping of leave at discretion;

(ii) punishment drill for any number of
days not exceeding seven;




(iii) reprimand or severe reprimand,

With that amendment, I beg to move that Clause 35
stand part,

Hon, D, D, GARNER: I beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affimative

wi thout division,

Clause 36 was called, It reads as follows:~

Sentences of 36, Notwithstanding that an appealis not
dismissal to made against a sentence of dismissal im-
be confirmed posed by the Commissioner, such sen-
by Governor tence shall not be carried out without the
in certain confirmation thereof in writing by the
cases. Governor,

Hon, Dr, H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I am ask-
ing that Clause 36 be substituted for the following:-

Complaint 36. Subject to regulations made under
against section thirty-four, where any charge or
certain complaint is made against any member of
members of the Force below the rank of Superintendent
the Force. for any misconduct or any contravention

of the provisionsof this Actor of the regu-
lations, being a contravention not punish=-
able by way of court proceedings, any of
the following gazetted police officers,
namely, the Commissioner, Deputy Com-
missioner or any Superintendent of Police
is hereby authorised to enquire into the
matter and shall have the same powersin
respect to securing and compelling the
attendance of witnesses and their examina-
tion and otherwise as are conferred upon
a Magistrate under any Act for the time
being in force regulating procedure before
Magistrates in the exercise of summary
jurisdiction.

With that amendment, I beg to move that Clause 36
stand part,

Hon, D, D, GARNER: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affimative
without division,

On motion of Hon, Dr. H, G. H, CUMMINS, seconded
by Hon, D, D. GARNER, Mr, CHAIRMAN reported the

passing of the Bill in Committee with amendments,

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported ac-
cordingly,

On separate motions of Hon, Dr, H, G H. CUMMINS,
seconded in each case by Hon, D. D. GARNER, the

Bill was read a third time and passed,

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Mr, SPEAKER: It now being 7.05 p.m., the sitting of
this House stands suspended until 7.45 p.m.
7,05 pam.

On re-assembling

Hon, M. E, COX: Mr, Speaker, I should like to draw to
your attention the fact that there is noquorumn present and I
ask that the Bell be rung.

On the Bell being rung, a quorum was obtain ed,

POLICE SERVICE COMMISSION BILL

Mr, SPEAKER: The next Order of the Dayalso stands
in the name of the Hon. Premier:~ To move the second
reading of a Bill to provide for the establishment of a Police
Service Commission and for the functions to be performed
by such Commission and for other matters incidental
thereto,

Hon, Dr. H. G. H, CUMMINS: Mr.Speaker, this Bill is
a Bill o make provision for the establishment of a Police
Service Commission, for the functions to be performed by
such Commission and for other matters incidental thereto.
This is the last of those Bills which deal with the constitu~
tional amendments. A few minutes ago we passed the Police
Bill which is also one of those Bills in relation to the con-
stitutional amendments. This Bill, which is now before us,
makes provision for the setting up of this Commission which
will consist of a Chairman and not less than two or more
than four other members to be appointed by the Governor.

It sets out in a negative way who are qualified to be mem-=

bers of the Commission. The Objects and Reasons of this
Bill set out that a person will not be qualified for appoint=~
ment as a member of the Commissionifhe is a member of
either House of the Legislature or of a Local Government
Council or holdsor is acting in any public office, and clause
4 provides that a member of the Commission shall not with~
in a period of one year from the date when he last held or
acted in the office of member of the Commission, be eli-
gible for appointment to any office, power tomake appoint=
ments to which is vested in the Governor acting on the re-
commendation of the Commission.

A member of the Commission shall hold office for a
period of three years unless for some reason or other at
some earlier date he is removed from office by the Govern-
or or resigns or becomes disqualified. That is set out in
Clause 5 of the Bill, Clause 6 empowers the Governor to
grant leave of absence to members of the Commission and
Clause 7 empowers him to fill temporary vacancies in the
member ship of the Commission. Then there is the question
of the payment of remuneration and allowances to members
of the Commission; that is provided for in Clause 8 of the
Bill,

Clause 9 empowers the Governor, after consultation
with the Commission, to appoint a Secretary; Clause 10 re~
quires the members and Secretary of the Commission to
take Oaths of office before entering on their respective
functions and duties. Clause 11 provides for the regulation
of the proceedings of the Commission, Clause 12 of the
Bill applies only to the offices in the Police Force, other
than the Office of the Commissioner of Police, which are
higher in rank than the office of Inspector. It vests in the
Governor, acting on the recommendation of the Commis-
sion, the power to make appointments to suchoffices and to
dismiss and exercise disciplinary control over persons
holding or acting in such offices. In short, this Clause does
not make provision for the appointment or otherwiseof the
hierarchy of the Police Force, that isto say, the Commis=
sioner and the Deputy Commissioner of Police. Provision
is made for the rank of Inspector down where appointments
and other matters are concerned.

In Clause 13 power is vested in the Governor, acting
after consultation with the Premier and the Commission, to
appoint the Commissioner of Police and in the Governor,
acting in his discretion, the power is also vested to dis=
miss and exercise disciplinary comrol over that officer.
Clause 15 empowers the Governor, after consultation with
the Commission, to make regulations. Clause 16 protects
the Commission from legal proceedings connected with the
performance of their functions,

Mr, Speaker, those are the main points in connection
with this Bill,

1 beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time.

Hon, L. StA, THORNE: I beg to second that,

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,

Hon. Dr. H, G. H, CUMMINS: Mr, Speaker, 1 beg to

move that you do now leave the Chair and the House go into
Committee on this Bill,

Hon, R, G. MAPP: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,

]
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Mr, SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went into
into Committee on the Bill, Mr. BRYAN being in the Chair,

Clauses 1 to 13 inclusite were called and passed,
7455 pam,
Clause 14 was called, [t reads as follows:—

14, The Commission shall, for the purpose of performing
its funcdons under this Act, have access to the Governor.

Hon. Dr. H, G,H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I am ask~
ing leave to insert a new Clause to be numbered Clause 14
instead of the present Clause 14, It reads as follows:=

**Dismissal, 14, (1) Subject to the provisions
reduction of this Act the power to dismiss
in rank, and to reduce to a lower rank or
or pay of a lower rate of pay of any person
members holding or acting in any office
of Police in the Police Force not higher in
Force not rank than the office of Inspector,
above the is hereby vested in the Governor
rank of acting on the recommendation of
Inspector., the Commission,**

That as you will notice, is part of the new Clause which
has been inserted after consultation with the Police Asso~
ciation, Then paragraph 2 reads as follows:=

**(2) Before the Governor acts in accordance with any
recommendation of the Commission made pursuant to sub=
section (1) of this section he shall inform the person con=
cerned of the recommendation and if the person then applies
for the case to be referred to the Privy Council, the Gov~
ernor shall not act in accordance with the recommendation
but shall refer the case to the Privy Council and the pro=
visions of subsection (5) of section twelve of this Act shall
apply in relation to such a reference as they apply in rela~
tion to a reference made under subsection (4) of section
twelve aforesaid:

Provided that the Governor, acting on the recommen=
dation of the Commission, may nevertheless suspend that
person from performing the functions of his office pending
the determination of the reference to the Privy Council,*

Well, Sir, I think that speaks for itself. Although an of -
ficer may have the right to appealto the Governor, he may

ask that the appeal be sent to the Privy Council after it has

been heard by the Governor or referred to the Commission,
And then it goes on ‘Provided that the Governor, acting on
the recommendation of the Commission, may nevertheless
suspend that person from performing the functions of his
office pending the determination of the reference to the
Privy Council,”

I beg to move that Clause 14 as amended, stand part,

Hon, R, G, MAPP: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affimative
without division,

Clause 14 renumbered 15, was called and passed,

Clause 15 renumbered 16 was called, |t reads as
follows:—

The Governor, after consultation with the Commission,
may make any regulations whichhe considers necessaryor
expedient for providing for all or any of the following
matters =«

(a) the exercise by the Commission of additional
functions;

(b) consultation by the Commission with persons

other than members of the Commission;
©)
@

the organisation of the work of the Commission;

the time and manner for making applicationfor a
reference to the Privy Council under subsection

—— e ]
(4) of section twelve and subsection (3)of section
thirteen of this Act and all matters incidental to
such references;

(e) generally, for giving effect to the provisions of

this Act,

Hon, Dr. H. G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I am ask-
ing leave to amend Clause 16 as follows:-

(a) by the substitution of a comma for the word *‘and"*
appearing immediately after the word ‘‘twelve"’ in
the third line;

(b) Dby the insertion immediately after the word ‘‘thir=
teen" in the fourth line of the following words =
“‘and subsection (2) of section fourteen’’,

There being no objection, leave was granted the

Premier,

Hon, Dr, H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I beg to
move that Clause 15 renumbered 16 as amended stand part.

Hon,

Hon, R. G, MAPP: I beg to second that.
The question was put and resolved in the affimative

without division, o

Clause 16 renumbered 17 was called and passed,

Clause 17 renumbered 18 was called, It reads as
follows:~

Any person who, in connection with an application by
any person for appointment to any office, power to make ap=-
pointments to which is vested by this- Act in the Governor
acting on the recommendation of the Commission, or with
any matter upon which it is the duty of the Commission to
make recommendations to the Governor under this Act, wil=
fully gives to the Commission or to any mmember thereof or
to any person or body of persons consulted by the Com=
mission pursuant to the provisions of any regulations made
under section fifteen of this Act, any information which is
false or misleading in any material particular, shall be
liable on conviction by a court of summary jurisdiction to a
fine not exceeding one thousand dollarsor to imprisonment
for a term not exceeding one year or to both such fine and
imprisonment.

Hon, Dr, H. G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I am ask-
ing leave to amend Clause 18 by substituting the word *‘six=
teen’* for the word ‘‘fifteen’’ appearing in the eleventh line.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
Hon, Premier,

Hon, Dr. H, G, H, CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that Clause 17 renumbered 18 as amended stand part,

Hon, D, D, GARNER: 1 beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affimative
wi thout division,

Clause 18 renumbered 19 was called and passed,

Clause 19 renumbered 20 was called and passed,

Clause 20 renumbered 21 was called and passed,

Clause 21 renumbered 22 was called and passed,

Clause 22 renumbered 23 was called and passed,
Clause 23 renumbered 24 was called and passed,
The Schedule was called and passed,

Hon, Dr. H. G, H. CUMMINS: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that Your Honour do now report the passing of one
Bill in Committee with amendments,

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affimative
without division,
8.05 p.m,

Mr, CHAIRMAN reported to Mr, SPEAKER who re-
ported accordingly,
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On separate motions of Hon, Dr, H, G, H. CUMMINS,
seconded by Hon, D, D, GARNER in each case, the Bill
was read a third ime and passed,

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr, SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in the

name of the Hon, Leader of the House: To move the House

into Committee of Supply to consider the grantsof sums of
money for the service of the Island,

Hon. M, E. COX: Ibegto move that Your Honour do now
leave the Chair and the House go into Committee of Supply.

Hon, D, D, GARNER: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affimative
without division,

Mr, SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went into
Committee on the Supply, Mr. BRY AN in the Chair,

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1961-62 No, 13

Hon, F. E. MILLER: Mr, Chairman, Iwant hon, mem-=
bers to regard this Resolution as ahumanitarian approach
to the case, It is for the sumof $2,005 and it is in connec=
tion with a rather unfortunate circumstance whichoccurred
to a patient by theiame of Mr. Ulric Nathaniel Blenman at
the General Hospital. The case dates back from December,
1956, I do not know whether the House, and for that matter
members of the public, know what took place in this matter,
This gentleman was admitted to the Hospital in December
1956 where he had the first part of an operation, The last
part took place during the end of last year. For some rea=
son or the other he suffered and sustained burns. He had
what is called a spinal injection, That is a form of anaes=-
thetic and for some reason or the other, he did not come
out of the anaesthetic as quickly as be should after the op-
eration, Anyhow, due to hisgeneral condition, there was the
indication that he was not doing as well as the doctors
thought he should, and they suggested that he should be given
a treatment by putting hot-water bottles on his legs, He re~
ceived burns as a result and the lower thighs are still ana=
esthetized by this spinal injection,

It is rather unfortunate and treatment to this individual
has been going on, as IThave said, from 1956 until the end of
last year when the last part of this major operation took
place,

Sir, we had the opportunity of discussing with this gen=
tleman this operation and the Government feels that this
gentleman, having lost earnings through his illness, should
be given some sort of compensation and, as a result, this
Resolution is before you. We are happy in making this con-
tribution to this man, The amount is what we think he really
deserves.

I may say that it is the type of accident or incident
which occurs once in a while, Idonot think we should attri-
bute blame to anybody in any way. We should not attribute
any blame to the Nursing Staff, Iwillonly say that is unfor=
tunate that Mr. Blenman suffered as a result and the Gov=
ernment feels that he should be given some sort of com=
pensation for loss of earnings, and this amount is before
you,

I beg to move that this Resolution do not pass,
Hon, L, StA, THORNE: I beg to second that,

Mr, BRANCKER: Mr, Chairman, Imust say that this is
an extraordinary Resolution, We are asked to vote the sum
of $2,005 to enable compensation to be paid to this gentle=~
man who sustained injuries in December 1956, which is al-
most five years ago. I wonder if we can have greater detail
from the Hon. Minister who has introduced this Resolution
and given us a hint as to the nature of the illness and who
has also remarked a little on how the injuries were said to
be sustained,

This gentleman, I gather, was a patient at the General
Hospital, I do not remember hearing the Hon, Minister say=

ing which ward he was in, whether he was in one of the free
wards and for that reason did not obtain as good care and
attention as he might have obtained if he were in one of the
paying wards. Perhaps I might hear from the Hon, Minister
a little later, However, Sir, it isnot until August 1961 that
we are asked to provide this compensationand I would like
to know: on what basis is this amount of compensation ar-
rived at? Seeing that it is as aresult of injuries which were
sustained as long ago as December 19586, I think that the
amount proposed to be voted is inadequate, This amount of
$2,005 also includes stamp duties. I wonder if the Hon.
Minister would say what was the occupation of Mr, Blenman
at the timehe was a patient of the General Hospital and suf-
fered injuries there, for which we are asked to provide
compensation, I am not for one moment suggesting that the
compensation is not deserving, As I have said, it appeared
that the compensation is inadequate. Isthisthe amount that
the gentleman suggested would be reasonable or is it the
result of a compromise between the Hospital and the pa-
tient? How is this figure arrived at? It is not a round
figure; it is $2,005. Of course, it is a question of stamp
duty which may have caused it not to be rounded off,

Sir, some more information would be very welcome,
How long has this gentleman been a patient in the General
Hospital before he sustained these injuries? For what period
of time was he there? How exactlydid he receive these in=
juries in respect of which we are now seeking to compen=
sate him?

8.10 p.m.

During the time that he has been suffering = this again has
a bearing on the matter =~ what about the support for his
family and the people who might beentitled to receive sup-
port from him up to the time that this accident took place?
Was this maninsured? I am sure that the Hon. Minister will
give much more information than he has so far vouchsafed
to us.

Mr, TALMA: Mr, Chairman, the hon. member has given
us very scanty information; he seemed to be rather timid
to inform this Committee as to whathas actually happened
in this case, the nature of the operation and certain other
particulars which the Committee isentitled to know, On the
face of this Resolution, it would seem, inasmuch as the
second phase of the operation took place last year and the
first phase took place in December, 1956, as if an action for
negligence is being threatened and a compromise hasbeen
arrived at in order to avoid any regular Court scene. This
sum of $2,005 which is not a round amount, includes the
payment of stamp duties and we can realise that an action
for damages has been threatened by this former inmate of
the General Hospital,

Now, Sir, the second operation might have been unsuc=
cessful, The Minister has been verybrief inthe information
which he has supplied to us, I it is a question of an action
for negligence and the matter is being settled out of Court,
let the Hon, Minister say so. The Minister is not saying that
either the Doctor or the Nurse is guilty of negligence; who
then is guilty of negligence? The Minister ? The Minister is
not a male Nurse: sothere must be some negligence some=
where, The Minister should at least tell this Committee how
this accident occurred and at least give us some sort of
feasible reason for his coming downhere for this Resolution
for the sum of $2,005 without telling us how this money is
being spent. We cannot vote away the people’s money like
that, We do not know for what we are voting. This manwas
burnt in December, 1956, and sometime last year and some=
body has got to pay for that.ee...

Mr. Chairman, it appears to me that there is a pros=
pective action for negligence. The very mention of stamp
duty charges in connection with the payment of this com-
pensation gives an indication that there is such an action,
That is how it seems to me, but the Minister need not be so
timid in this matter. Let us have the information; the Minis~
ter has a reasonable Opposition in spite of numbers who
will vote for whatever is reasonable,

Hon. F, E. MILLER: Mr, Chairman, I shall attempt to
answer the questions which have been asked by hon. mem-
bers. 1 do not know why the hon, senior member for Christ

——— . )



Church should assume all of these things. This Resolution
is not the result of a compromise in respect of any threa-
tened action; far from it, This manwas admitted to the Gen=
eral Hospital and was placed in a charity ward, namely
Ward I, The hon. junior member for St. Lucy was wonder-
ing whether the treatment in the charity Wardwas as good
as this man would have received inthe Pay Ward. I should
like to tell the hon. member that the medical treatment
would apply equally as well in both places, Ward Il is a
surgical ward, This man was admitted to the Hospital for a

‘major operation, The Doctor who handled the operation was

called in suddenly to give this gentleman an injection so as
to take off his blood pressure because he was failing and
would probably expire. They used hot water bags on his
legs and it was from the use of the hot water bags that he
sustained some burns. There was no threat of any action;
there was no talk with any lawyer or anything of that sort,
This man used to work at a sugar factory and the investi~
gation and examination revealed that his earnings on the
average were $1,400 per annum,

This matter was computed on a 50% basis and that is
how we arrived at this figure. The last phase of the opera~
tion was done last year, Idonotwant to disclose what would

"be regarded as the man's private affairs. This occurrence

was quite normal; it was the sortof thing which could hap-

‘pen in any institution, This manwas admitted to the Hospi~

tal and one of the Nurses revealed his condition and he was

- rushed to the Surgery. He sustained some burns when some

hot water bags had to be used. It was the last phase of a
major operation to save his life. We asked the Attorney
General to examine this case. I repeat that there was no
question of any threat of an action or of any talk with any
Solicitor or Lawyer, (Mr, CRAWFORD: Which parishishe
from?) I do not think that the hon, member shotild ask that
question; it is sufficient to know that this man was sick and
he was a patient at the General Hospital, I do not think I
should disclose this man’s private affairs, He was admitted
to a charity Ward and he was rushed to the Surgery for a
major operation,

8.25 p.m.

A couple of hours after we discovered that he was fading,
and the doctors thought that he should be given the normal
treatment which is an injection, and they usually augment
that with hot water bottles. As aresult, he sustained burns
on his feet. Over the period of four years and after the final
major operation which was handled by the SurgeonSpecia=-
list, we realised that hehad lost wages and Government felt
that he should be given some sort of compensation. There
was no claim made by the man in question or from any
Solicitor or Lawyer, I took up the case in the Ministry and
referred it to the Cabinet and we were satisfied after dis-
cussion that the particular case merited compensation, and

— e ————————thl

here is this Resolution before the House togive compensa=
tion to this man who, L think, is really in need of it after a
long period of illness,

I hope, Mr, Chairman, that I have answered the ques-
tions, but if I need answer any further questions, I would be
rather anxious to do so, .

Mr, CHAIRMAN left the Chair and Mr, SPEAKER
took the Chair.

Mr. SPEAKER: It now being 8.30 p.m., thisis the mo=
ment of interruption,

Is the matter now under discussion considered to be
controversial?

Mr, TUDOR: Yes, Mr, Speaker,
Mr, SPEAKER: Then it may not be proceeded with,

Hon, Dr, H. G, H. CUMMINS: I thought perhaps that if
I gave the Committee a few words of explanation, the mat~
ter could be settled if they would accept that,

'‘Mr, SPEAKER: For the House togo back into Commit~
tee, the matter will need to be non=controversial,

Mr. TUDOR: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker, if we
allow the Hon, Premier to makehis statement, would we be
able to debate it if anything arises from it?

Mr, SPEAKER: If the matter is deemed to be non=
controversial, it may be proceeded with,

Mr, TUDOR: It is controversial,

Mr, SPEAKER: The matter is deemed to be contro=-
versial; so it cannot be proceeded with.

ADJOURNMENT
The Order Paper having been fixed,

Hon, M, E. COX: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move that this
House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 22nd August, 1961, at
12 noon, ‘

Hon, D, D, GARNER: I beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affimative
without division, and Mr, SPEAKER adjoumed the House

accordingly,
8.35 p.m.






