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SESSION 1961 

Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly 
met at 12 o'clock (noon) today. 

ir 

PRESENT 

H i s  Honour  'Mr. K. N. R. HUSBANDS, (Speaker); 
Mr. J .  E. T. BRANCKER, (Leader  of the Opposit ion); 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H.  CUMMINS, C.B.E., 'M.D., C.M., 
(Premier); Hon. M. E. COX, (Minister of Trade, Indus- 
try and Labour); H i s  Honour  Mr. L. E. SMITH, J.P., 
(Deputy Speaker); M r .  F .  C. GODDARD; Hon. F. E. 

;e MILLER,  (Minister of Social Services); Mr. C. B. 

SEARLES;  and Mr. G. E. S. STRAUGHN, J.P. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICE 

Prayers were read.  

MINUTES 
Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the House 

that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 7th February, 
1961, have been printed and circulated amongst hon. mem- 
bers and unless there be any objection, these Minutes will 
be taken as  read and confirmed. (A pause) 

There being no objection, these Minutes a re  now taken 
P a s  read and confirmed. 

Hon. D. D. G A R N E R  eptered the House and took 

h i s  seat. 
A 

PAPERS LAID 
Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I am com- 

mandeJl to lay the following:- 

Barbados Statistical Service - Selected Monthly In- 
dicators - November, 1960; 

Barbados Statistical Service Quarterly Digest of 
Statistics - No. 16 - Ikcember, 1960; 

Statement showing Gross Customs and Excise Receipts 
F for ten months ended 31st January, 1961; 

Statement showing the amounts advanced by the Gov- 
ernment of Barbados, and the amounts received from Her 
Majesty's Govermnent in the United Kingdom under thepro- 
visions of the Colonial - p m t  and Welfare Acts, for 
the period ended on t k  30th -bra 1960 in respect of 
Schemes sancthonal by the Legislature. 

I Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg give 
notice of the following Resolution:- 

Resolution to place the sum of $16,807 at the disposal 
of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to supplement the 
Estimates 1960-61 Part I - Current, a s  shown in the Sup- 
plementary Estimate 1960-61, No. 37, which forms the 
Schedule to the Resolution. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice of 
my intention to move the House intocommittee of Supply at 
its next meeting to deal with the Money Resolution of which 
notice has just been given. 

Mr. T U D O R  entered the House and took his  seat .  

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the Minister of Com- 
munications, Works and Housing:- 

How many, i f  any, miles of Tenantry Roads have been 
reconstructed or repaired in this Island by the Department 
of Highways and Transport since the present Director of 
Highways and Transport assumed Office? 

2. Will the Minister state:- 

(a) The name of each such road, and the Parish 
in which it is situate 

(b) The length of each such road, and 

(c) Costs of reconstruction or repairs of each 
such road? 

3. Will the Minister state whether it is true that the said 
Director holds no Degree or ofher recognised academic 
qualification whatsoever in Civil Engineering nor Member - 
ship of any recognised Professional Institute pertaining to 
Road Engineering? 

4. If the answer to (3) (above) is in the negative, will the 
Minister state fully the name and nature of such qualifica- 
tion or Membership? 

Mr. BRANCKER: Also, 

To enquire of the Minister of Communications, Works 
and Housing:- 

Has the Transport Board submitted to the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee its Report for the immediatepast 
financial year, in accordance with Section 10 (4) of the 
Transport Board Act, 1955 0955-37)? 
2. If the answer, is "Yes", will Govtrmnent without 
delay, cause a copy of such report to be laid in accordance 
with the provisions of the said section? 



3. If the answer i s  "No", will the Government take all 
necessary steps to ensure due compliance with the Act by 
this Board? 

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquire of the hlinister of Social 
Services:- 

Whether he is aware of theurgent necessity of install- 
ing electric fans in each of the free Wards of the General 
Hospital as are in need of adequate cooling or otherwise 
lowering the temperature in such Wards? 

Mr. SEARLES TO ACT AS CHAIRMAN 
OF COMMITTEES 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that the 
hon. junior member for St. James be Chairman of Com- 
mittees during the absence of the Chairmanof Committees. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that. 

The quest ion w a s  put and reso lved  in the af f i r -  

mat ive  tuthout d i v i s i o n .  

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

I Ion. M. E. COX: I beg to move that Your Honour do 
now leave the Chair and the House go into Committee of 
S11pply. 

1 Ion. D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that. 

7'1ie quest ion w a s  put and reso lved  in the affir- 
mori1.e u i t h  cut d iv i s ion .  

:Mr. SPEAKER left  th? t Chair, and the Hause went 

i n t o  Committee of Supply, Mr. SEARLES being in the 
Chair. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1960-61 No. 36 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H.CUMMINS: Mr. Acting Chairman, this 
Resolution is a Resolution for the sum of $11,917 under 
various Heads of the Estimates and, as usual, each Head 
will be taken separately. 

HEAD 11 - SECRETARIAT 

Head I1 - Secretariat - w a s  ca l led .  

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Acting Chairman, 
some extensive repairs had to be done to the lift at Gov- 
ernment Headquarters; and, a s  set out in the Note, the 
amount of these repairs cannot be met from the normal 
provision in the Current Estimates. The sum of $4,000 was 
originally voted in the Estimates under theHead "Inciden- 
tals" a further $600 was voted under Supplementary Es- 
timates, and now an additional $202 is asked to be voted. I 
beg to move that Head I1 stand part of the Schedule. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Acting Chairman, in  connecti~n 
with these repairs, I am wondering if theprovision for the 
repairs of this lift should be our responsibility, o r  the re- 
sponsibility of the persons from whom this lift was pur- 
chased, if it was then in a proper condition. I do not know 
if whoever installed it did not make a proper job of it, SO 
that so soon after its installation we a r e  being called upon 
to meet the cost of tkse major repairs. As far a s  I ~~IOW, 

there has not been any fire occurring at Government Head- 
quarters o r  any stirring thing happening up there. I would 
like to enquire what has necessitated these major repairs; 
and whether these repairs should not be at  the door either 
of the local agents for this particular lift, o r  at the d w r  of 
the persons who installed it, altbughthey may be the same 
persons. I am wondering if t b  Premier could assist us with 
any information a s  to the reasons for the necessity of tbese 
major repairs, so  soon after the installation of this lift. 

Hon. Dr. H. G .  H. CUMMLNS: Mr. Acting Chairman, 
there is nothing in the file to indicate that there was any 
agre6ment made with the agents from whom this lift was 
purchased. I am not saying that there is no such agree- 
nlent. That l i f t  has been operating since 1956; and while it 
is true that t t e  servicegi\,en by this l i f t  is not all that could 
!X desired, yet at thls stage I do not know if any - it all 
depends upon the guarantee - reference was made on that 
point raised; nor do I know if any reference has ever k n  
made to the agents. 

I t  this .stag?, the Chairman of Committees took 
t h e  Chc~ir .  

Hun. Dr. H. G. H.CUhIhIINS: Iwasgoing on to say hlr. 
Chairman, that normally a thing of this sort would have been 
done through thesecretariat. I would have tomake enquiries 
on the point which has been raised. 

hlr. GODDARD: hlr. Chairman, I do not know who are 
the makers of this lift, but in connection with any lift, after 
it has been in use for five years, you would be fortunate if 
you did not have to effect repairs. I know thaL ~t is very 
technical to adjust lifts in any part of the world, It is not 
every electrician who can be put to do the job b c l u s e  the 
mechanism is very sensitive; and it needs very careful 
and skilled maintenance. Lifts are  becoming more and 
more complicated as time goes on. There was a time when 
these lifts were operated by operators, but now they are  
operated by the passengers; and that calls for qualification 
in the maintenance of these lifts. 

The Government have anelectricaldepartment at their 
disposal and that department should frequently see that all 
lifts are properly checked. These lifts a re  becomingmore 
and more numerous; people are  required to uselifts. I see 
many of these lifts around Bridgetown out of order. As soon 
as  a lift begins to give trouble, it is the duty of the owners 
or  whoever is responsible, to shut it down and let every- 
body use the stairway. No one would ever guarantee a lift 
beyond one year. If this lift has been used for five years, 
then you would be fortunate not to haveto effect repairs to 
a lift which has been working as extensively as that; and I 
think it is a reasonable expectation to have that lift over- 
hauled. 

The q u e s t i a  that Head I 1  stand part of the Sche- 

dule w a s  put and resolved in the aff irrnatiz  ulithout 

division.  

12.35 p.m. 
HEAD VIII - LEGAL 

Head V111 - L egal - w a s  ca l led  

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, in con- 
nection with Item 9 - Cost of Living Allowance - I think you 
will remember that recently there has been anincrease in 
staff in the Attorney Gemralss Office. Two additional 
Stenographers have been engaged. This amount of $90 is now 
sought as a cost of living allowanceto the end of the finan- 
cial year. 

With respect to Item 12 -Stationery - this amount of 
$45 is required to supplement the provision for news- 
papers, due to tbe increased wst.  I beg to move that Head 
VIII - Legal - stand part. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Chairman, of course we a re  sup- 
porting the passing of this amount, but once again I will re- 
mind the Hon. Premier that, just as provision is being made 
for additional stenographers in the Attorney General's 
Chambers, there a re  other branches of the Public 
which also need provision made for similar employees. 
Time and again I have reminded the Hon. Premier of this; 
a d  he has promised to give the mataer his consideration, 
and I have no doubt that he will, but let me say a word in re- 
spect of the places where typists are most needed. Dis- 
tricts "Des, "Es* and "Fv* need typists; District "D" is in 
the parish of St. Thomas represented by the Minister of 
Finance, and that Court needs atypistverybadly; the work 
in the St. Thornas Court is held up due to lack of having a 



- 
typist to Q the work. You have typists at Districts "A", 
"B** and 'C" ud not at Districts 'Q", "E*' and 'F", so 
thc alpha- extends only to 'C". District "D" is repre- - saaed by two Ministers including r.k Minister ofFinance; 
and that word to the Hon. Premier, - am sure, will suffice 
for me at the next meeting of the House to express the 
gratitude of the b g a l  profession that Districts "D*', ''E" 
and "F*' are no longer handicapped by not having typists 
as the  other Districts. 

The question that Head V I I I  - Legal stand part, was 
put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

HEAD XV - POLICE 

Head XV - police - was called. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Item 64 - Newspapers, 
Mr. Chairman,seeks the provision of $45 due to the in- 
crease in subscription to the "Advocate". 

Item 85 - Medical Expenses - refers to the pre- 
scribing of medicine for Policanen. As the note explains, 
up to the end of November, 1960, $1,132 representing an 
average monthly expenditure of $142 was spent. Based on 
this average, lhe sum of $525 is required to meet expenses 
up to the end of the current financial year. 

I do not know, Sir, if it is generally known that the pre- 
scriptions for Policemen treated at Headquarters are sent 
to the Hospital and filled out there. It would be most incon- 
venient however to send the prescriptions from the other 
Stations to the GeneralHospital, and therefore inorder that 
they can get their medicine, an allowance is made per month 
to Police doctors of the several Stations. The number 
of Policemen for medical attention during the calendar 
year, 1960, was 863, made up as follows:- Bridgetown 
Division - 369; Northern Division - 350 and Southern 
Division - 144. When medicine is prescribed for the 
Bridgetown Division, the prescriptions are made out at the 
General Hospital and paid from Item 85 - Medical Ex- 
penses, at a cost of $4. 

I think that the allowance of $4 inthose days was very 
small; and medicine nowadays cost a lot of money; and it 
could weU. be increased in the coming Estimates. That is 
the position as it stands today. I begto move that Head XV - Police, stand part. 

H a  M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 

Mr. =KEk Mr. Chairman, with regard to Item 
64 - Newspapers - I wonder if withthis additional amount 
to bc mecl, m can b assured that every country station 
and gvsry Police office in Bridgetown willbewlkl with 
the daily ~s9aQert. 

B was only last septmbr whm Ibeard a high-ranking 
- ~ - , 8 a y t h s t b m g t t a I l ~ ~ ~ -  
nity to me r do i fynew~ ,?kpojnta iout  that be was m 
hspemr axl umld m% afford to buy M Advocate MS- 
popnr himself* andmlllcwspsperotharwiscwasavailabk 
tohim.HeiswrorMngiatbe~litanararr,wyrmrch 
inpour ~ , ~ . c h . L r m n a , p n d f t ~ n a l l y y o u r  
m r w m P f a f f a f r f z o m a a a n r i n ~ i m ; M d m t ~  
bcawthb is m Wcshyoar thatIroythat.If,ask 
said on oath, anbqmcwr cannot afford to buy a daily mws- 
prpsr,whudo~thiukoftbcpoorPrivabes?Tbcywd 
havetosDI.maclubie~wbeabktohavco~leamong 
anumberofthsaL 

m m tlm naorc important matter of MedicalEx- 
armrjl, ISWl~thnehascomc,inlwptct of dentures and - for xmmbrs of the Force, whm certainly the 

paid ranks SW be  supplied these things free of 
C- Only last ytor I was  cha-witha Private and he 
obviomly r m d d  a of dentures. Iaskedhim whether he 
did m ~ t  feel, as a Policeman in the Governmat Service, 
that lm sbouki have an occasional extraction within the 
fimtts of hb purse. He said he wuld not afford to get a 
a setoffabetath. That isastatememof fact. Ihavenot 
seen him this year, and I do mt know if be has been able 

a, persuade a dentist, in view of the back pay which he may 
get in this election year, to let him have a new set. 
12.45 p.m. 

He said to me: 'Well, you know, Sir, if we had got 
our Christmas bonus we would be able to handle a matter 
like that with ease." I promised him that he would get it as 
from the Christmas of 1961. 

Sir, you will remember that in February, last year, I 
addressed a series of questions in connection with resigna- 
tions from the Police Force, and this House was told that 
in the years from 1955 to 1959 not less than forty-nine 
men had resigned. That number has nothing todo with those 
who retired because of age, or on the grounds of ill-health. 

W e  have been asked to provide an extra amount of 
moaey to be expended on medical expenses for Policemen, 
and that amount represents an average monthly expendi- 
ture of $142. I feel that, in order to hold the very intelli- 
gent young men wbo go into the Police Force, we must do 
everything reasonable to encourage these men to remain 
in the Force; and, certainly, as w e  are looking after cer- 
tain expenditure for them now, I feel that the public purse 
should also take care of certain matters for Policemen such 
as spectacles and dentures. W e  want Policemen to be happy, 
and contented and to be in a physical good condition to per- 
form the duties of their office. Certainly, ifone's eyesight 
is  not up to the best, one is not physically able to do the 
arduous duties of what is required of men in that category 
of life. I trust that my proposals will not fall on deaf ears. 

The question that Head X V  stand part was put and 
resolved in the affirmative without division. 

Head X X V I I I  - Subsidies and Grants - was called. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMLNS: Under this Head, Subsi- 
dies and Grants, there is this new item - Item 52 (New) 
Barbados National Trust. The amount of $10,000 is asked 
for to assist the Barbados National Trust on a dollar for 
dollar basis in purchasing, beautifying and plantingdiffer- 
ent trees in Welchman Hall Gully. 

It should be remembered that there has been some 
talk for some time now that something of this sort should be 
done in cases where it is desired topreserve certain local 
items of historic and general interest. Acertaingroup has 
been formed within recent months, h a v b  for their pur- 
pose, the perpetuating of what might be called relics of an- 
t&UitY in this island. (A VOICE: Like the Conservative 
Party?) I would mt say that l I think some of the personnel 
of this body are welhown; and they aredoing active work. 
They have decided that Welchman Hall Gully should be their 
first atoempt; and they have approached the Government 
with the proposal that the Government should give some 
assistance. It was agreed that, on a dollar for dollar basis 
tb Govermnena will give them $10,000 towards the pur- 
chasing Md plaming of trees in this gully. They have other 
projects in mind, but this is the first; and I am quite sure 
that this commImity in general wlll bepleased to know that 
Walchman Hall Gully will beperpetuated; and that funds for 
other sfmllar schrmes whichhave the approvalof the Com- 
mittre from time to time willbe forthwming. The National 
Trust Committee has made an appeal throughthe Advocate 
for f d s ,  and this appeal was well responded to; and the 
Government is now prepared to honour its part. 

I beg to nmve that Head XXVIII stand part. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I kg to second that. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I support thisResolu- 
tion with great pleasure. The National Trust Committee was 
formed about a Uttle over four months and they have got 
off m a good start. They have b e n  well supported through- 
out the island immediately after they launched this appeal 
for fimds to preserve these places of Merest. A s  the Hon. 
Premier has said, the Governrmm promised to match a 



dollar for dollar up to $10,000 as an initial grant. So far, 
private subscriptions have reached either $17,000 or 
$18,000 and the Government has now come down with a 
Resolution for their $10,000. 

Sir, I do not wish this Hon. Committee to fee.1 that it is 
just Welchrnan Hall Gully in which the Trust is interested; 
that is the first bit of land whichthey are acquiring; and it 
is for the purpose of a BotanicalGarden. It is going to take 
a considerable sum of money to put that in shape and to 
plant trees of West Indian interest. Those who know the 
Gully, know that there are quiteafewfruit trees which are 
well established there. It is agood beginning; but apart from 
that, there are many objects of interest on the island which 
require preservation. 

One of the outstanding things the Trust wants to pre- 
serve is the old windmill. A Committeehas been appointed 
to tabulate the number of the walls of old windmills re- 
maining. I think it is something over 100 remaining; and it 
is the intention of the Trust to put one or two in order so 
that during the tourist season they coulcl be put into opera- 
tion, and seen grinding sugar cane for the attraction of 
tourists and for those of our youngsters who have never 
seen a windmill in operation. 

There are also some old homes of great interest; and 
the idea is to preserve them in their present forms; or to 
ask the owners to try and keep thesame architectural form 
as exist today. Let us preserve some of the old homes 
which will be of interest, not only to tourists, but to Barha- 
dians. 
12.55 p.m. 

There are many such tNngs which d to he pre- 
served in Barbados and unless a body takes steps to do 
it, they will disappear. Today, there are many sales at old 
homes, the furniture of which is bought bywealthy h r i -  
cans or Canadians and shipped out of the island; it would 
be the duty of the Trust to acquire at these sales, some of 
these old bits of furniture, keep them in the island, and 
preserve them either at the Museum or at tkse same 
homes. That is done in the United States of America; and 
people from all over the world go to see how people used 
to live one hundred or two hmdred years ago. We want 
to achieve the same thing in Barbados. I cammend this 
matter to the Committee; I know it will meet with ready 
response not only in Bridgetown, but in the country as 
well. A s  other things of value go on the market, I am sure 
that the Government will be just as gRnerous with their 
offer as they are now in respect of Welchman Hall. 

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, I rise to support the 
passing of this Resolution. I regard it as a very laudable 
and commendable act on the part of this body of persons 
who will, in future, be known as the Barbados National 
Trust. I am hoping that this Barbados National Trust 
will be properly constituted, and will  comply with the 
terms of the Trust in all of the various requirements. It 
is intended to set up this National Trust by way of statu- 
tory authority; in other words, there will  be a Statutory 
Corporation. Speaking for myself, I do not know who the 
organisers of this Trust happens to be, but I presume, 
from the remarks of the hon. m k r  who has just 
sat down, that there are men of the right calibre who will 
see not only to the Welchrnan Hall area which will serve 
as botanical gardens but to the development of other areas 
as well. In all the other West Indian Islands there are bo- 
tanical gardens of some standing; but in Barbados, little 
England, as it is liked to be known, has fallen short of 
any places of historical interest. 

In England, as hon. members know, there are quite 
a number of museums, botanical gardens, parks, public 
places and Trusts, but this is the first time w i t h  living 
memory that a National Trust is being set up here, This 
is a very commendable act; and will be  a very commend- 
able achievement when it is finally established. Although 
there are numerous pressing problems and pressingneeds 
for which this money could be earmarked and voted, yet 
this $10,000 cannot be regarded as a wasteof money or as 
money being thrown down the drain. This will tend to im- 

.r* 

prove the tourist trade, in that it w i l l  be offering to tourists 
mainly, and to Barbadians or West Indians generally, som 

-* 
new form of attraction. Apart from our sea-bathing, tbere 
is hardly much more which we have to offer; but with the 
establishment of this natural park in the gully, a long felt -d 

want wi l l  be supplied. It is to be hoped that this body of per- 
sons will go forward and establish other places in the near 
future. 

The Government is really granting $10,000 to an 
Organisation or Trust which does not exist; that is the 
only irregularity which I see in the whole matter. 
Probably the Government will  withhold this money, and it 
is only asking for the money until the necessary legislation 
has been passed for the setting up of this Statutory Or- 
ganisation. We are voting money for something which is 
not yet in existence, but which is laudable to all intents 
and purposes. With those remarks, I beg to support the 
passing of this Resolution although it is a little irregular. 

Mr. CJALCOTT: h agreeing with a number of things in 
principle, you have to examine them. I believe that Barba- 
dos, like all small communities, speak of people of calibre; 
but when you speak of such people, do you speak of their 
ability to do an outstanding job or make a contribution to 
science? Or is it that somebody, because he or she happens 
to be somebody's son or daughter, you regard them as 
people of calibre? I do not belong to that group which 
describes people of calibre in that way. 

What is evident to me is that the Government is quite 
ready and willing to lend aid to people of the character 
of which the hon. senior member for Christ Church has 
spoken; but when it is a question of other people, to Gov- 
ernment, they are not people of calibre. I am saying that 
if other people are doing a job which is worthwhile, even 
if they are barefoot people, or are considered as people of 
low degree, and they are doing a good job, the Government 
should say that these people are doing a good job. 
1.05 p.m. 

There is no point in the Government saying that they 
are so cultural today, and that they see the aesthetic and 
national value of these things, when they do not see the 
lawns in from of t h e h w  Courts; it is as filthy as anything. 
They did not think of doing something topreserve the grass 
that was &wed to grow r ids  there in the h a r t  of tbe City; 
so that right in your eyes, you would make a beautiful spot 
in front of the Gurt,and keep the area by the Library in 
an excellent condition. 

This country is  developing, and we sEould be utU- 
t a r h  in our approach. We may be making these preser- 
vatioas, but k us ~rctsrvepeo~b first; because, you cannot 
preserve a National Park for monkeys or animals; you have 
to p-me it for oeoplt; aod if yoil are goins to Preserve 
a Park and a .  human beings to die, you would haw3 Parks 
boked over by graveyards. We have reached the stage 
w k r e  m m  sumpathy should be gim to projects which 
aim at the social development of this country. When ps0pb 
ha= to stand in the bus-stand, thcy should not have to do $0 
in the rain. In the country anas, nobody has dreamed of 
putting up prowr shehers for people waitins on buses, 
kugh them are a few in Bridgetow& This of 
$10,000 would haw made Batbsbeba into a bodevard Pnd 
something really worthwh,ile, U you drive over thecoMvy 
and go to Bathskba, you w i l l  see. people thr- stuff on 
the beach. 

Mr. Chairman, I do not want W steal anybody% 
thunder, but there is Rockley which you b o w  for a k 
of money. Jt is now covered withwildbush.Youhav) 
three Councils, the Northern Council, tb Soucbd 
Couracil and the City Council, and y w  sbuM gfm than 
more authority and power to de some of tb Wngs which 
you are now do& because, normally, many of tbrrsr, thinss . 
are mt  done by the Central Govamrmt at 9L You bve 
Queen's Park itself with a dry lake. Wbat awkl be m 
beautiful than having done to the I a b P a J  rt- 
placing water in it - like w b  I was a bay? Om of my 
happiest exper- in goirrg into the Park Pnd mfb 
turtles and so m, was that you must fall into t3m W e  8s 
a boy. Ia rnsunthcHon.  Mlni.tsroflhd&rcmnabQ 
that in those days miug h the Park was O I ~  of tlm 



grandest things to which we looked forward; and a fall in 
the lake at times! (Laugh t rr ) .  There were also swingers, 

C and you were restricted from going on them by the girls; 
those were the days we knew. To us, as boys, when we 
knew that we \yere not going home at half-day, going into 
the Park was one of the bipgest eIrents in our lives. Why 
is the Park not preserved? 

In agreeing to this National Trust, I want to say that 
we have reached the stage in Barbados where we should 
not allow people to come here and do these things.for us; 
people should not have to come here to tell us what is 
necessary for our own homeland; I would say that it is 
about an indigenous matter; and it seems to me lacking in 
some of the basic qualities of self-government when you 
are  not even capable of thinking for yourselves what is 
the best for your own country. 

Mr. Chairman, I hope that what I say is not taken 
as a criticism of this measure; but there are so many 
other things that are lacking, we should point the way es- 
pecially since the Government is agreeable to spending 
$10,000 on this project. But what about the other places 
which I have just mentioned which you can beautify at a 
small cost? Nobody worries about them; and that is why 
I said there are many places in this island which can be 
beautiful apart from the Botanical Gardens. Barbados 
could be one of the most beautiful places if we were pre- 
pared to make it beautiful; and if we are going to allow 
somebody from outside to tell us how to preserve our 
beauty spots, and have no sense of our own values, then 
we will be always in this position. 

In the City Council, you havetheMayor, and there is a 
Chairman to each of the Northern and Southern Councils, 
and through them we should be able to find clean streets and 
cities where there is no throwing of stuff on the streets 
where it can blow about. The Mayor who in t k  old days was 
referred to as the Churchwarden, thought it agood thing to 
put proper stuff receptacles and have trucks for making the 

4% 
cleaning of streets moremodern; but I feel that the Govern- 
ment should see to it, Mr. Chairman, that some of these 
public places are kept clean. The only public place which is 
a credit to the Government for the way it is kept is the 
Government Headquarters on Bay Street, and it is time 
that all these things, just like in front of the Education 
Department, which are ugly, should be dealt with. In any 
country where the young see that tidiness is a matter of 
public behaviour, they themselves would grow up to 
engender that feeling. 

I support the idea of assisting such persons who see 
the need for this sort of work; but, in addition to that, I 
also see the need for a greater part being played by those 
whose responsibility it is in the other aspects of our 
cultural and aesthetic life. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I think, Sir, that I should lend my 
support to this Resolution. I think it is a worthwhile and 
admirable beginning. In spite of the observations and 
criticism which we may make, we can very well say that 
we commend those persons who thought out this idea; and 
we also commend the Government for so wUi@y coming 
to their assistance. 

We hope that this body known as the National Trust 
will not merely stop at establishing at botanical garden 
There are  other places of interest in this island, Mr. Chair- 
man; those of us who travel will appreciate Barbados more 
when we go abroad. Like the hon. member who has just sat 
down, I can only say that while we support very warmly 
today this Resolution - although the hon. member for Christ - Church said that we are supporting something in the Reso- 
lution which does not exist; we have confidence that it can 
be done in a correct and proper marmer - five years 
I pointed out that in the area by the PuWc Library where 
you have buses coming in from the nonhern part of the 
island, and where you find hundreds of people waiting for 
buses on evenings, there was no place to sblter if thve 
was rain; and I sugCgtsted then that thereshDuld be shtlter 
of some sort at that point. 
1.15 pm. 

I suppose that, as long as I suggested it, you will not 
get the Minister building a shelter. These things w i l l  haunt 
him, I suppose; and 1 also suppose that my own name will 
haunt him. 

The hon. member on my immediate right said that 
what can be more disgraceful than to keep the Rockley 
Bach  Land in that condition. It has been suggested to 
approach the Government to see what could be done about 
it. It is such a lovely spot inmy opinion, I feel it should be 
promptly cleaned up, some bathing sheds put there, and it 
could be also illuminated so that people can go there, 
bathe, have their picnics and the like. 

I heartily support the passing of the Resolution. I do 
hope that what the hon. senior member for St. Peter and 
myself have said about the lawn by the Public Library, 
and also that land which youpaid a lot of money for at Rock- 
ley, will be paid attention to. I do hope that the Committee 
would draw these things to your attention; and that you will 
not say that they were only drawn to your attention by that 
Committee. 

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Chairman, I think it was Sir 
Winston Churchill who said that people who finsl that they 
have no history to look back on and to preserve, might also 
find that they have no future to look forward to. I am not 
saying that h s e  are the precise words, and I do not even 
venture to say that those remarks are  entirely incontes- 
table, but they are food for thought. 

Really, as far as  this National Trust is concerned, it is 
one of the things which we can giveour support because of 
our need for social development. I noticed that a similar 
phrase was used by the hon. senior member for St. Peter; 
therefore, it means that it is the general feeling of hon. 
members of this House that there is need for social 
development in this island. In giving our support to a venture 
like this, we must consider it not as the be-all and the 
end-all of our socialdevelopment, but aspart of our pattern 
which we have on general development. I am particularly 
interested in the social development of our community, and 
I say, as the hon. senior member for St. Peter suggested, 
that we of the Northern District Council would be making it 
one of the highlights of our policy; and even although we 
might not have all the finances by which we can carry out all 
these matters entirely at one time, I wonder whether at 
times we do not consider finance to be our master rather 
than our servant. By giving swpon to this matter under 
consideration, we would also be putting our energy into 
such schemes of development. This matter w i l l  also have 
our sympathy and support. 

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Chairman, I oertainly cannot dis- 
agree with this Resolution. I have listened to various hon. 
members who have spoken on this maner, and one of the 
chief things which worries me is the national duty towards 
animal and plant life. I have bew into Queen's Park and 
I must confess that I have not seen many animals there. I 
have seen two or three monkeys tbre, and I saw a man 
with a few banana skins giving than to the monkeys; I do 
not know if a few banana sMns am enough to keep mon- 
keys d v e .  A monkey fn an islnnd is one of the great- 
est animals which you can think about; because, if at any 
t h e  there is an outbreak of yellow fever, it attacks thc 
monkeys first. Thsrefore, w b n  we see monkeys tlyins out 
quickly after each 0th~. w e  know that fever' is htre. 

W e  come back to the diffcnm things, like gardens 
which w e  should so as to attract tourists. This 
G o v e m  should rry to establish a properly Rept gar- 
den at Queen's Park as w e l l  as at the other Community 
centres in each parish. I hope that they have that object 
in view. Welchman Hall Gully is agully which I ve known P for many years) and it is to knotsd that only OI& months 
afar the National Trust was formed, tk is 
williog to grant that Cormnittsc for thc wk&p of 
this gdy. Thtn are  some fruit trees such as spice, 
guava, pear and olther Dsramisl m. We also have thwre 
monkeys, bus and different kinds of aaimah. 

m r ,  I would like to IrmwwhytbeGavcrmnszlr has 
responded so soan to tMs pro- whrs thtsa am- 



projects to which they should have given prior attention. 
There are other attractive places in this island which 
need more devebpment than Welchman W; therefore, 
I would be glad if this Government would pay attention to 
other parts of this island and have them put inorder so 
that they can be of more attraction m tourists.Youdo 
not want better places as beauty spots of this island than 
Mount Hillaby and Chalky Molmt; they are the best places 
which tourists would like to visit. Make proper roads 
leading to them so that tourists would be able to go 
there and view the island. Have a coupk of roads built 
to these places, and after that we can think of o h r  pro- 
jects. That is the only possible means of encouraging 
tourists in Barbados. If this Governmerlt exists, or if 
another Government comes into power, I will always ask 
that something be done with roads leading to these places 
as soon as possible. 

Lt. Col. DOING:  Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that 
the whole of Barbados will soon be a National Trust. 
1.25 p.m. 

W e  started with Welchman Hall Gully, and we went to 
Rockley Beach; we came back to the Law Courts, and then 
we went to the monkeys in thepark. It is fantastic to me to 
believe that these relics of antiquity could ever be upkept, 
if we are going to undertake the wbole iskrid, as it seems 
to me is the feeling of a number of hon. members of this 
Hon. House. I rise merely to say that the overwhelming 
accord with which this Resolution has been met, motivates 
me to s o d  a note of warning. I am not interested in whe- 
ther the persons who started this matter happen to be bare- 
foot or up in the trees; whether they are up in the trees or 
barefoot I commend them, because I think this is a very 
worthy start, and it is something whichcouldgain the SW- 
port of a number of people locally. On the other hand, the 
Government have now become partners in this Trust, or 
they are about to become partners in it, to the tune of 
$10,000. 

I should like to say that Welchman Hall Gully will not 
take two cents to keep it in order, neither is the erection of 
any windmill going to taketwo cents. I know that the Nation- 
al Trusts in England now are causinggreat concern on ac- 
count of the large amount of money which is required to 
keep t h  up. It is all well and good to start off these 
things, but what really counts is the maintenance of them. 
I sincerely hope that this Government will not be called 
upon constantly for the maintenance of these ambitious 
escapades, such as monkeys in the Park, Chalky Mount and 
a few other things like that. Ihopethat the Government and 
the persons concerned will be well advised to watch their 
maintenance costs, in order for this community to maintain 
a few, not necessarily large numbers, of things as seem 
to b proposed here today. 

The quest ion that Head XXVIII stand part of the 
Schedule w a s  put and r e s o l v e d  in the affirmative without 
division.  

Head XXIX - Miscellaneous Services - w a s  ca l led .  

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMN: Mr. Chairman, &er 
this Head there is a new Item 'V .W. Equipment". This 
amount of $980, which is being asked for, is required to 
purchase Very High Freqtmcy equipment. A s  a matter of 
fact, this is a re-vote from last year because the equipment 
did mt  arrive during the financial year. I beg to move that 
Head XXIX stand part of the Schedule. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 

Mr. .TUDOFk Mr. Chairman, I am not at all contesting 
either this Resolution or the amount which has been asked 
for. I sbutd just like to ask one question. I notice that the 
appropriate B A h i s e r ,  thc MWster of Communicatio~ls, is 
not inhisplace.IwanttoaskwhCthCfsknilare~uipmuxt 
will be used on the ntw tug which. I Mderaand, is on dock 
at tbe momm due to an accidcm. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CLMhtWS: Mr. Chairman, I am sor- 
ry that I cannot give the hon. nwnber the information. I 
will pass the matter on to the proper quarter. 

The q u e s t i o n  that Head XXIX stand part of the 
Schedule w a s  put and reso lved  in the affirmative without 

d iv i s ion .  

1 Hon. h. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I beg to 
move that a Resolution for the sum of $11.917 do now pass. 

1 Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 
l 

The quest ion that this  Resolution do  now pass  w a s  
put and reso lved  in the affirmative without d iv i s ion .  

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to move, Mr. Chairman, that 
you do now report the passing of one Resolution in Com- 
mittee. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that. 

The quest ion w a s  put and agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER resumed 

the Chair and reported accordingly.  

On motions of Hon. M .  E. COX,  seconded  by Hon. 
D.  D. GARNER in each c a s e ,  the Resolution passed  in 
Committee w a s  read a first and second time and agreed to. 

STATEMENT BY PREMIER re SUPPLEMENTARY 
ESTIMATES 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, before you 
call the next Order of the Day, I am asking leave to make 
a Statement in connection with somequestions asked by the 
Hon. Leader of the Opposition a few Tuesdays ago. 

There being no  o b j e c t i o n ,  l e a v e  w a ~  granted the 
Hon. Prem'er to make a Statement. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, the State- 
ment is as follows:- 

The following information is supplied in connection 
with questions asked by the Hon. Leader of the Opposition 
during the debate on Tuesday, 24th January, 1961, on Sup- 
plementary Estimates 1960-61 No. 31: 

HEAD XV - POLICE 

Item 43 - B i c y c l e s  

There are 63 bicycles in use by the Police Depart- 
ment. 

Item 60 - Radio Telephony 

The following is a sample of the correct and incorrect 
readings:- 

Correct Incorrect 

August - September, 1959 1760 176 
October - November, 1959 2030 2 03 
Ikcmber,4959 - January, 1960 1900 190 
February - March, 1960 1850 185 

After additional equipment was provided a new meter 
was also installed by the Light i% Power Company and th 
incorrect reading was tben discovered. 

The consumption of electricity rose by about 500 units 
for a two month period, i.e. from 1500 to 2000, which would 
mean a 33 1/3 per cent increase. 

It appears that the meter was incorrectly read by a 
member of rhe Company's staff. 
1.35 pm. 



Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, may I thank the Hon. 
I. Premier for supplying the information about which I hope, 

on another appropriate occasion, to have an opportunity of 
+ making further comment? 

THE W AGES COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) 
ACT, 1961 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 2 stands in the name of the 
Hon. Leader of the House: To move the second re+inp. 
of a Bill to amend the Wages Council Act, 1955. 

Hon. M. E. COX: This Bill as hon. members will see, 
i s  to amend the Wages Council Act, 1955. The amendments 
are minor, but very important at this stage. In the first 
place there is an amendment to subsection 40f Section 11. 
This Section is repealed, and the subsection substituted 
therefor is to delete the word "shall" where it appears; 
and that "shall" refers as you know, Sir, to the position 
of the Governor-in-Executive Committee when the Wages 
Council recommends to the Government the wages that 
should be paid to workers in that particular industry. Tne 
word "shall" will be replaced by the word "may". 

Further on, the other amendment is to reduce the 
period within which the recommendations are rnadeor pub- 
lished in the Press from twenty-one days to fourteen days 
when the recommendations are resubmitted to the Wages 
Council. Now, Mr. Speaker, that arose out of a very unfor- 
tunate situation, which is existing at present,among the 
workers in the shirt industry. Some time in 1958 - I think 
as far back as February - after a survey was made and- a 
thorough investigation carried out into the wages paid and 
conditions of work of these worker S, the Government was 
satisfied that in many respects and in certain categories 
or grades of employees in this industry, the wages paid 
were ridiculously low; and as a result, Mr. Speaker, Gov- 
ernment set up under the Act a Wages Council to go into 
these wages. This is one of the cases where the workers 
are not members of the Union; and, as a result of having 
nobody else to represent them, the Government had to set 
up this Board to fis these wages. A recommendation was 
made by the Wages Council after approximately two years 
to provide for a minimum of $5 for women and $7 for men. 

The Governrnent regarded those recommendations as 
ridiculously low, and referred the recommendations back to 
the Wages Council for further consideration. The Wages 
Council sat on it again, but referred the same recommenda- 
tion back to the Government. 

I want to say quite frankly that I would never associate 
myself in these times to anything like a minimum wage of 
$5 i a week; but the peculiar wording of the Act apparently 
made it incumbent upon the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee to agree to the wages recommended by the Wages 
Council. I discussed the matter with the Attorney General; 
and I said in no uncertain manner that I was not prepared to 
accept the recommendations as proposed by the Wages 
Council. Therefore, Mr. Speaker, it was necessary to amend 
the Act - that was the legal advice - so as to remove that 
operative word "shall', and replace it by the word ' b y " ,  
which means that any recommendations made by a Wages 
Council need not be accepted bytheGovernment, but can be 
referred l00 times. That is the positionofthis amndment 
in a nutshell. 

I did read a letter in the Press this morning referring 
to shop attendants; and caseshavebeen reported to me from 
time to time wherecertainemployers arehonourinathe law 
more in the breach than in the observance, because, since 
these wages for shop assistants have been published and 
have become law, a few employers have done evemhim 
possible to get around these wages as recommended by 

F law. I have heard of a very bad case, and I have names 
which I may have to call at a later stage. The law lays 
it down that anyone who works in or a r o d  a shop is a 
shop assistant; but there are people who put up barriers 
between one section of their business and another in 
order to get around the Act, and have mt  been pa- up 
to the last time I had information on this particular case, 
the wages as recommended. 

Mr. Spealrtr , I have drawn this to the attauion of the 
Department; and I have advised ont or two people to put 
employers in Court; but, apparently they are stillhesitant, 
because they know that it is difficutt after taking such 
steps to get a job again. 
1.45 p.m. 

In some of these cases, people who claim to be doing 
better than that, and who ought to know better, and are 
the first to criticise the Governrnent on its wages policy, 
are indulging in that sort of thing. Isay no more than that. 

It will surprise hon. members to know that at least 
of the people in these industries are getting wages 

between $5.00 and $7.00 per week. Our reports have re- 
vealed that. What is regrettable is the fact that after this 
was drawn to the attention of the Wages Council, the 
Council sat on this matter; and, of course, it was within 
their right to send back the recommendations as was first 
submitted to the Government. In some cases, tkmWmum 
was $1.00 per day. I do not care two hoots who accuses 
me of politics when I make speeches in this House, I 
do not care who says that it is a political speech, or that 
my speech is such and such becauseof the coming election 
and all that sort of nonsense. The Governrnent has a 
programme to put through, and whenever the time comes 
it is prepared to put it thr0ugh.U you repair a road in this 
village at this time, people will say that is was done be- 
cause it is election year; if you put in a standpipe, they 
are going to accuse you of doing it because it is election 
year. They are so conscious of the fact that they did nothing 
when they were in power that, whenever we do anything, 
they say it is political. I can assure you that the people 
like that political way; and not only like it, but appreciate 
it also, because it is doing for them something which is 
sadly lacking and which should have been done for them 
many, many years ago. 

I once heard the stupid nonsense inhere that the Gov- 
ernment had resigned, and therefore, the Governrnent could 
not go on. I never yet heard such a silly argument in my 
life. The people who said so on that side of the House 
did not realise that the Queen's work must be done and 
must be carried on. (A VOICE: Who did not know that?) 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of 
order. The Hon. Minister refers to the fact that those 
people when they were in power did not do anything, and then 
referred to the fact that members onthis side did not know 
in 1958 that when the Legislature comes to an end that 
the Quee.nVs work must go on. Idonot know whom he means 
when he says members on that side, but members of OLU 
Party knew that. These afe the things which we knew long 
ago. 

Hon. M. E. COX: The debates of this House wi l l  show 
whom I mean. However, Sir, as I was saying, as far as 
this item is concerned, it is better that we have an order 
to assist these workers in the shirt and garment industry. 
W e  have had to bring in this Bill to amend thl,@-@cipal 
Act to the extent that we would be abk  in the fut-ure 6 have 
this matter again referred to the Wages Council. As I 
have said earlier, we are not accepting any $5.00 a week 
as any minimum; that might be good enough for 1888 but 
not today; but as the law stands at present we will have 
to accept it. 

Mr. Speaker, I am not prepared to say much more 
on this question at this stage; Icanwell imagine that some 
hon. members w i l l  be ready and willing to say "kt us go 
into h a little further at a later stage." With those 
remarks, I beg to move that this Billbc now read a second 
time. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that.. 

Mr. WALCCYI'T: Mr. Speaker, with a Bill likethis you 
would have expectsd that the Government would have aslped 
the Trade Union for its views. I do not k m  who is cad- 
vising the Hon. Minister, but he knows more of the Trade 
Union than1 know! 



Sir, you can very w e l l  remember your own past ex- 
perience not too bng ago in negotiaring for these people. 
The Hon. Minister says that t W  people are not in the 
Trade Union. Let me say that the Trade Union represents 
all workers, but all workers may not be members of the 
Trade Union. In this House of Assembly, theHon. Minister 
has a fancy of saying that everybody did not vote for t b  
but they are representing everybody. He makes the mistake 
in thinking that they represent the whole island. 

The Hon. Minister talks this nonsense about election 
year. Of course, this is election year; but1 am saying that 
you have brought this down without asking the Union any- 
thing about it or what were its views on it. Why bring down 
this bit of nonsense? It is not as important as the Work- 
men's Compensation Bill. 
1.55 p.m. 

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of order. I should like to 
ask the hon. naember to rise sometimes to manhood. The 
hon. member knows that the Workmen's Compensation Bill 
is a very comprehensive Bilk Ihave said that time and time 
again. Further, I have to have a discussion with him and 
the employers on that Bffl before I bring it down here. And 
since I have had information from the Assistant Labour 
Adviser to the Secretary of State for the Colonies which 
makes me change my mind, I have to have a discussion 
with the hon. rnernber.What did the hon. member do when 
he was in charge? 

Mr. WALCOTT: When I was in charge of what? I was 
never a Minister. At anytime when legislation of this 
nature comes here I will say what Ihave to say. The Work- 
men's Compensation Bill is before the House, but it is 
nothing; you have to withdraw that Bill because it has no 
right being introduced. The Assistant Labour Adviser to 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies. my mate! I do 
not need anybody like that to advise me. Do you think 
that she is more important than we are? If she is, then 
let her come here and run this country. 

When it comes to the question of Wages Councils, the 
hon. member has the view of the Trade Union already. 
The Wages Councils Act, 1955, Section 11 (3) states this:- 

"fore submitting any wages regulations proposals 
to the Governor-in-Executive Committee, a wages council 
shall make such investigations as it thinks fit, and shall 
publish in such manner as shall be prescribed by regu- 
lations made by the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
hereunder notice of the proposals stating the place where 
cop- of the proposals may be obtained and the period, 
which shall be not less than twentywne daysfrom the date 
of the first publication of the notice." 

The Wages Councils must decide that they will put 
up five dollars or two dollars a week; they have to publish 
these thhgs in the newspaper saying what they propose to 
put up to the Executive Committee and see if anybody has 
any objection to it. They published these rates and the 
Workerss Union objected to them. When the hon. member 
says that the Workerss Union does not representthe work- 
er s.. . . . . . 

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of order. Mr. Speaker, may 
I be permitted to qwte what was mentioned? 

Mr. SPEAKER: After the suspension of the sitting. It 
now being 2 pm. of the clock, this sitting now stands sus- 
waded until 2.30 p.m. of the clock 

On re-assembling, 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I should like to draw 
to your attentkm that there is W qmrum presem. I ask 
that the he21 be rung. 

On the bell being rung, a quorum was obtuined. 

QvEsTIoN TIME 
Mr. SPEAKER: It is now Questton Time. I Lmderstnnl 

that tbue are m answers to Oral Qwtians ready. The 
House win proceed to the considararlon of PrivPte h4em- 
berss BusinsS. 

Ir. 

PRIVATE h4EMB;ERSn BUSINESS 
RESOLUTION re SINGLE MEMBER ,k 

CONSTITUENCIES 
Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day under Pri- + 

vate Members8 Business stands in the name of the Hon. 
Leader of the Opposition: To move the passing of the fol- 
lowing Resolution:- Resolution re Single Member Consti- 
~ e n c i e s  and the appointment of a Commission with respect 
thereto. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, this Resolution which 
stands in my name, and of which I now formally beg to 
move the passing, reads as follows:- 

WHEREAS the necessity for establishment of Single 
Member Constituencies in this Island has become increas- 
ingly apparent, particularly in view of the imminence of 
the next General Election; 

ANDWHEREASthe Lord High Chancellor of Great 
Britain has appointed a Boundaries Commission consisting 
of a Judge of the High Court of Justice as a single Com- 
missioner to fix British Guiana's Poll Boundaries; 

BE IT RESOLVED that this Government seek to avail 
itself of the services of this Commissioner or any other 
qualified person for the purpose of delimiting constituency 
boundaries in time for the next General Election here. 

Mr. Speaker, it was only towards the end of last Ses- 
sion that I discussed this matter of singlemember consti- 
tuencies quite exhaustively; as well as other hon. members 
of this Chamber, of course, who participated inthe debate. 
There could be no doubt that, uptonow, there has not been 
advanced any valid argument against this Resolution; no in- 
telligible argument has yet been raised against the question 
of instituting single member constituencies. It is well 
known that we are one of the very, very few places, and the 
only allegedly politically awake part of the British Com- 
monwealth, which is still functioning without the institution 
of such constituencies. 

Let me say this at once so as to disabuse the minds 
of certain persons who do not seem tofoUow or understand 
the implications: in so far as this Resolution is concerned, 
it speaks only of a d  therefore refers only to single mem- 
ber constituencies; this is nothing to do with the increase 
of seats in the General Assembly. It may well be, and few 
will  disagree, that the most appropriate time to consider 
whether there should be more seats in the General Assem- 
bly, whether the number should be increased fromtwenty- 
four members to thirty or thirty-six, whether that matter 
should not also be considered and decided upon, is the same 
time when we are considering a division ofthe constituen- 
cies. 
2.35 p.m. 

'This Resolution is an invitation to the Government to 
avail itself of the services of somequalifiedperson for the 
purpose of delimiting sin& member constituency; inother 
words, to make it lucidly clear that theparish of St. Lucy, 
like every parish or constituency in this Island, provides 
for representation by two persons. 

Mr. Speaker, as you will well remember, - it is un- 
fortunate that other members of this Chamber, particular- 
ly the Ministers, do not possess memories photographic 
like yourself - the Resolution we discussed last Session 
was m, different from this Rtsolution so far as that is con- 
cerned. This will do nothing to interfere with the present 
n d r  of mernbrs of each constituency. All this will do 
is to divide each constituency into two, whether St. Lucy 
West  and St. Lucy East, or St. James North and St. Jarnes 
South; and that which, perhaps, Mr. Speaker, might not "* 

find disfavour in your own eyes - the parish of St. Peter 
b e h g  on the one hand the town of Speightstown and on the 
other hand the rural area of that parish. One could not 
h&ne anybody invading that parish of St. Peter if it 
was so divided, knowing bnr well the hon. junior member 
for St. Peter stays in Spefghtstown, udhowGibraltar-Uke 
is the hon. senior member outside ofthat urban area. That 
is all that would resub from the passing of this particular 
bo lu t ion  and thC putting into operation of it. There would 



C bthesmmmunberfor&aaudnsacy,arxifhes~mb 
~ d l  Rlrmbcr Of ~ ~ . T h o t r n ~ u l d h a ~ ~ t O d o w i t h  
the retrograde move which one Imars rnmioosd every now 
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and again, of having a nominaad Speaker. 

W e  respect you, Mr. Speaker,notonlybecauseyou are 
S m r ,  but because you have to fight for a seat like all of 
us; and then when the twenty-four of us have fought and 
gained seats, we then elect one of our own whom we think 
most suited, bestqualified, and wh, is willing to assume 
the Chair of this Chamber. A nominated Speaker would be 
a most retrograde mow; a word to the wise is enollgh. I 
would not like to think that the members of the Cabinet 
are so unaware of the desires and aspirations of some of 
tbeir less highly placed Party members, even in this Cham- 
ber, that a nominated Spuker is desired in certain quar- 
ters, thereby providing an extra seat. Now we know, Mr. 
Speaker, and the people of St. Peter know, and I am sur- 
prised if other members particularly of thePartyomsite 
are unaware, and a l l  of thrm are not unaware..... 

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member mentions the pm- 
ple of St. Peter of wbom I am one, I can assure him that 
I am completely unaware. 

Mr. BRANCI(ER: That is the advantage, Mr. Speaker, 
in your position similar to that of a judicial officer not 
listening to rumour, of hearing anything, or of ]learning 
anything which is not brought officially to your notice. "A 
wise old owl lived in an oak, the more he heard the Less 
he spoke; the less he spoke the more he heard; would that 
there be more of us like that wise old MrdP' 

You, Mr. Speaker, are Mr. Speaker twenty-four hours 
of every day; and if you have not heard (Mr. SPEAKER: I 
have red,  not heard.) And you have hecn advised, Mr. 
Speaker, that what one reads intheAdwcateis never uuc; 
and of course in respect of certain other papers, they are 
not read at all1 

If it is true that between now and the next General 
Election there wf l l  be proposed additional seats for cer- 
tain constitmncies, to bring the number up to thirty-six - 
St. Michael, Christ Church, the City, St. Philip and St. 
George - let the members of the Government understand 
that our attitude towards it will bethat of uncompromising, 
rekmless hostility and opposition, unless...... 

s u r p r W  that *re was an apparent rtluctana to p- 
it into effect in this island. He regarded it as a matcar n a  
worthy of argument since it was clear and fundamemal that, 
in these days in every democratic community, single mem- 
ber constituencies must obtain. We, of the Democratic La- 
bour Party, when we had our interview with him, found 
out, in advocating this measure, that we were speaking to 
the converted. It has been 'so in England from time im- 
memorial; and there is no constitution which claims poli- 
tical advanamem, 0 t h  than ours, in which single mem- 
ber constituencies do not obtain. 

I trust that Your Honour has been able to hear me 
because there has been a certain amount of cross talk 
from across the other side of tkTable; so much so, I was 
not able to hear myself at times; but I how how worried 
some of my friends on the opposite side are about single 
member constituencies. Some of them feel that they may 
possibly be able to slip themseJves back in, but wi l l  not be 
able to take with than their coZle?gws whom they want to 
take. It is not for me to say whether A carries B or B car- 
ries C; I am not in a position to say that; but I know that 
these is a strong feeling among hon. members on th op- 
posite side, especially in those cases where there are two 
members of the Government Party representing the same 
constituency, that if  both do not go as a result of the im- 
plementation of single member constituencies, thsn one 
must go. I know how they feel, and I sympathise with them. 

This is a matter which requires quick action in order 
that these boundaries may be delimited in time for the 
next General Elections which, as present indications are, 
will be taking place in the summer ofthis year. Of course, 
I would be glad if they take Place before. Action should 
be taken on this without further procrastination. 

It was stated in this House before the 1951 General 
Elections by the now Federal Prime Minister, that he 
reuarded this as a matter which should be put before the 
electorate as part of his party programme. That stage, as 
Your Honour knows, was followed by the 1956 General 
Elections; and you were aware, Sir, as hon. members 
were reminded, of the reference in the Speech from the 
Throne to single member constituencies. I was able to 
refer as far back as 1956, and reference was made by 
the Hon. Mr. MC- to such a nference in the speech 
from the Throne in 1958. One of thesignificant omissions, 

Mr. EPUNCKER: A s  I was saying, Mr. Speaker, our 
attitude towards it will be that of uncompromising, relent- 
less hostility unless either before, or simultaneously, 

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of order. Surely, the hon. 
member cod enllghtesl us because that again is tot@ 
-, I am to any of us. I do not know if that is 
hatched from his fertile brain. 

there is instituted a system of single member comtkuen- 
cies. In as much as there was no point of order made, but 
merely a request for information, I cumhly am mt at 
this stage disposed to supp- that information of which 
the hon. manbcr should be so well aware because, I bard 
it from a very leading member of their Party. 

one of the many and extraordinary &issions from the 
latest speech from the 'IZlrom, is the cornpkte absence 
of such a reference. It is for than to say that the Govern- 
ment is in favour or not in favour with single member 
constituencies; but it seems that tbe Govermnent seems 

Our attftude in this matter, Mr. speaker, is, if you 
propose increasing on a population basis, tbat you should 
maintain as your minimum for a collstinzncy the two 
members which exist today. It would be unfair, and I would 
say unwholesome and Mheahhy politically, to take away 
from any of the six or seven more thinly pcopld areas, 
50% of the numerical political representation which they 
today possess. You wi l l  maintain your two seats in St. 
Lucy, St. Andraw, St. Joseph, St. Thorns, St. Jams, a. 
Peter; but divide, as I said, St. James into North of H o b  

#- town and St. James south to tb St. Michael bo*, d.- 
pwding on what the Commissioner or Commisshonsrs =- 
cornmended a d  you acceptedr 
2.45 pm. 

A s  you koow, Mr. speaker, sfnglemmbercanstinul- 
cies met with the approval of Her Majesty's Priecfpal 
Secretary of State for the Colonies who was ovw hue last 
year; and met with his approval because it was so loqg 6s- 
tabliskd in danocratic countries, that he was olnrlously 

not to express their point of view on such matters of pub- 
lic importance, and that they are looking at single mem- 
ber constituencies from a matter of political expediency. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of 
order. I am sure that when I spoke on behalf of the Gov- 
ernment on the last occasion, I made it cclear that this 
Governmm was not in favour of any nonsense of single 
naember constinulcies. 

Mr. W K E R :  Sir, I am glad to hear him say that 
this Government is not in favour of any nonsense of single 
member constituencies. Will he say whether therc is any 
M o n  of increasing the membership of the House? How- 
ever, let us have our nonsense of sioglemember constitu- 
encies; let us have a Boundary Commission here to re- 
commend dellmftfng of the boundaries for the purpose of 
single manber constitumcies. (Hon. M, E. COX: I say 
wearemtdo~it . )Iwomlcrwhetberthehon.manber 
knows w b  be says: 'We a n  not doing it** that tbre are 
hon. members of that Party who have talked in an emiraty 
different manner from h. * 

It may weD be that the proper course may km mt to 
sak assistance of any outsider, that is to say, any =son 
~ u t t h C a r i b b e a n a t a I d 0 n o t e v c n t h i n k f t ~ -  
sarythatwnshouldhavcaJuigeoftb~CovrtjofJus- 
tice in EWmd, dllPttmuishnrl and capaMc as swh a man 
would be bscaws, as I havesaidlastytor, ws have in this 
isfandattbtmomentsoineanioaaadthom~abb 



retired Chief Judges anyone of wbm wouk' be quite capa- 
ble; and it would mt  be a surprise if they wese prepared 
to assist the Government of this island, or would give as 
good assistance to the Government as the Judge of High 
Courts of Justice in England in dividing the island on a 
proper basis into singlemember constituencies. Ionly need 
to remind this Chamber of the retired Chief Justice of 
British Honduras, the Hon. C. W. W. Greenidge, M.L.C. 
BBC, LL.B, and Sir Frank Wilfred Holder, B.A., former 
Chief Justice of British Guiana, a man who has had con- 
siderable, intimate and practical experience of constitu- 
encies in this island. Both of them are so remote from 
local party warfare, but so fully apprised of local wn- 
ditions, geographical as well as  historical, as to be emin- 
ently suitably qualified for thepost of Joint Commissioners 
in respect of such delimiting of constituency boundaries as 
this Resolution envisages. 
2.55 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker, if on the other hand, like the Jamaica 
Government, our present Cabinet supports the idea of a 
referendum, we would be only too willing to give our sup- 
port to the idea of the institution of such referendum where- 
by the people would, before the next General Election, ex- 
press their point of view in respect of and apropos to, the 
establishment of single member constituencies and the 
abolition of the present dual member constituencies. If 
the Government is not prepared at one sweep to take steps 
for the establishment of single mernber constituencies, 
we suggest to them as an alternative, rather than carry 
on as we are doing now, that they submit the matter im- 
mediately to referendum to be decided by the vote of a 
majority of those who participate in the taking of this 
referendum. 

At this stage, I do not think I need add anything more 
to what I have said. There is no argument, no valid, sensi- 
ble, logical, intelligent or cogent argument against the in- 
stitution of single member constituencies. I beg to move 
the passing of that Resolution which I read at the begin- 
ning of my remarks. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I do not think I need de- 
tain the House too long in seconding the motion for the 
passing of this Resolution. Not only have most of our 
views been put forward during the last session but I my- 
self, who seconded the motion moved by the same hon. 
member on that occasion, gave my views in  ex tenso  on 
the matter. If I rise now to second the motion it is be- 
cause, of course, I am still supporting the motion in its 
terms and its context; and also because since we last dis- 
cussed this Resolution, we have had the opportunity of 
examining in some detail and at great length the ob- 
jections of the Government as expressed through the 
mouth of the Minister of Trade who was the spokes- 
man for the Government on that occasion. 

So far as my memory serves me, the burden of 
the Minister's speech on that occasion was that this pro- 
posal, coming as it did from this side of the House, was 
an attempt to stab the electorate in the back. The im- 
plication was that it was not a proposal which could be 
discussed on its merits and argued about in good faith; 
but that it was some underhand, disdainful measure de- 
signed in some way (Hon. M. E. COX: Sinister l) sinister, 
the hon. member now says, to rob people of what is theirs 
by right. Not much time had elapsed since we heard his 
speech, when the head of 1 the Party gave his opMon at 
the Party in terms which must have staggered even his 
warmest supporters. W e  were made to understand that 
it was not so much the merits or the demerits of the 
proposed electoral reform, but it was a question as  to 
whether it would hefp the Labour Party. H it was to the 
advantage of the Labour Parry then it could be done, but 
if it was not to W r  advantage, then it should not be done. 

Much as I deplore that attlnde, it is one which I can 
understand; cmniug from the mouth of tbe head of that 
Party, it gave us tthe clearest frdication of the Party's 
attitude. m assumes that the head of the Party was 
speaking authoritatively, thar the attirude of the Parry 
towards this matter of single nmnbr coxminrmcirs was 
not a question of merits or demrits,  but it was a ques- 

tion of thdr private political, advamoer, or dfS;rdlrame$k 
I am emkW to draw that conc lug~ bcausq I ham m 
heard that tb statement by the head of the Pany has yet 
been repudiated by any member of the Party, w b w k  by d 
those who run the Government or those who do not; so 
that we have it from Slr Grantley Adams, the Spokesman 
for the Labour Party on this matter. 

It must be known to everybody in this House that, if 
it were ever a fact that political parties or politicians could 
consult only their own immediate selfish advantage before 
pronouncing judgment on a measure, very few political 
schemes would succeed; because, by implication, other 
people would do the same thing and there would b e  no 
room for a decision on the merits of an issue. Their 
selfish political advantage may well have its attractions 
against anything where community issues are concerned. 

When the hon. Mover of this motion was making his 
speech, in the course of his remarks he said that all the 
arguments for the institution of single member constitu- 
encies had been put forward and could not be overturned; 
the Minister of Trade, who is the Leader of tbe House, 
shouted across sot to  voce and said that he would like to 
hear some arguments against the present system. Well, I 
can give him my argument against the present system. 
Parliamentary democracy rests on the system that in a 
Parliament it is the m p l e  who are represented and not 
communities. That is the fundamental principle of Parlia- 
mentary democracy. 

Of course, there is another principleonwhichwe need 
not labour here; that is that no Govermnent could really 
be sillier than the people who elected it. However, we are 
mt now dealing with that aspect of the matter; we are deal- 
ing with the aspect that it is the people in Parliament who 
are represented and not communities. If you disagree with 
that, nobody can quarrel with the Government for not 
changing the system; if you hold, as we do, that it is t k  
individual and people who are represented in Parliament, 
well then, the principle of one vote, oneman and one value 
is the logical result. If in St. Michael you have 35,000 
people who are entitled to vote, and in St. Lucy you will 
have 5,000..... The figure is really under five thousand, 
but let us use five thousand so as to keep it to the round 
figure. 
3.05 p.m. 

Now suppose every single person in any election in 
St. Michael turned out to vote and recorded his or her 
vote; and suppose similarly every single person in St. 
Lucy turned out to vote and recorded his or her vote; don't 
you see, Mr. Speaker, that it takes seven times the effort 
to elect a member or members for St, Michael as it does 
for St. Lucy or any such parish? In other words, without 
even any question of taking away representation from those 
who already have it, we now have a situation in which some 
who have it have it seven times morethan others who have 
it. In other words, a vote in St. Lucy for no logical reason 
is worth seven times a vote in St. Michael. (Hon. M. E. 
COX: What is wrong with that?)It cuts across the principle 
of one man, one vote, one value. It is true, of course, that 
is some parishes like St. Lucy it is cast a little bit more 
intelligently, but that is not the issue under dispute. The 
issue is, and I am always d r a w  this to the attention of 
the hon. member, that his very presence in this House 
is a case inour favour; because, there are members sitting . 
around this Table who have been elected with far less 
votes than hc has. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, he may argue that it takes 10,000 
wtes to put him in here for St. Michael because there are 
more wms in St. Micba& but why should it be so? Is 
anybody in this island a voter differem from anybody rs, 
else? We have abolished the property qualification on the 
g r o d ,  and rightly so, that weahh, pawer and position 
should not prevent a person from exercising his vote or 
shouldnotgivehimunduepollticPinfluerace.mof~ 
dcvelopmems in the direction of equaUPhg the vate have 
been which have bben given more and more 9 
explicit dsmwstratlon of the democratic ideal that it is 
individuals w b  are to be represemed; but if a vate some- 
where is worth seven times the value of a vme edsewhne, 



you are not giving the fullest possible expr8ssfon of the 
4. democratic ideal in the case of the people among whom it 

takes more of them to do the same thing than it takes *. in another part. Even if it is true - I am not yet con- 
vinced - that somewhere else in the world this same 
practice continues, that is no reason why it should con- 
tinue here; in Barbados, with out long tradition of repre- 
sentative Government, we should be the easiest and the 
first people to grasp these principles. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the hon. member will again be the 
Government's spokesman because he was on the first 
occasion; and he is fond of quoting authority to support 
his arguments: so I would like to draw Your Honour's 
attention to the view of Sir Ivor Jemings as expressed 
in a Uttle book which he has written on this and other 
matters called 'IThe Queen's Government ", a book which I 
may say is a book prescribed for study for Fifth Form 
pupils who are doing British Constitution at the Or- 
dinary Level of the General Certificate of Education. On 
page 80 there is a chapter on "The Queen in Parlia- 
ment", and this is what it says: 

"If the Colonel's lady and Judy O'Grady were sisters 
under the skin each ought to have one vote: but until 1948 
some people had two votes, though in different constituen- 
cies. 

Moreover, the idea of political equality necessarily 
implied that each vote should have the same value. If 
Bath and Bristol, Lancashire and Rutlandshire, each had 
two seats, the votes were obviously of unequal value. If 
there were four times as many electors in Bristol as 
there were in Bath, each vote in Bath was worth four times 
as  much as a vote in Bristol. The idea of the representation 
of communities had therefore to disappear. The largest 
counties and boroughs had to be divided into single-membsr 
constituencies. This process was begun in 1885 but it was 
not completed until 1948. Since then the principle of 'one 
man -or woman - one vote, onevalues bs been carried out 
almost - though not wmpletely - Logically." 

I could not have stated it as concisely or as succinctly 
as that. Here the argument is plain. There is no merit 
in any scheme for electoral reform whichtales away repre- 
sentation from people who already have it; and that has 
never been advocated or could never be; but there is 
merit in the argument which strives to equalise the value of 
votes in sewral constituencies; and it is no longer a matter 
of who will benefit or what the possible results in any 
election might be. It may well be as has happened time 
and again in history, that the political party in Govern- 
ment which is bold erroughto carry out a reform sometimes 
profits by it. It sometimes happens that they do not. In 
1867 it was Mr. Msraeli's Conservative Government 
which enfranchised the county householder; there was a 
general election a year or so after and Mr. Disraeli 
thought that in view of the fact that he had given the people 
the vote, he would cash in on it, but he didn't. And it 
worked the other way around when, a few years from 
then, Mr. Gladstone lowered the franchise thinking he 
would benefit; but the Opposition Party benefited. Those 
are two examples to show that you cannot really assess 
t b s e  problems from the narrow range and gauge of poli- 
tical advantage. Wben young women got the vote from Mr. 
Baldwin, they promptly went and turned him out. I do not 
know what will happen in this case; but I do know it will 
make for greater political equality if the change comes 
about. 

Wben the Govermnent is addressing itself to this prob- 
lem. I would really like to hear wbther they do not agree 
with the principle of one man, one wte, one value. I would 
like to understand from t b m  if thyfeel  it is all right that 
saven times as m a ~ y  wtes in ane constituency as another 
should return a member. I drew attention to the matter on 
the last occasion of my own case whcn 1,500 votes serval 
to make me a m b e r  of this House as against 10,000 for 
the Hon. Minisur. Are you going to argue therefore that 
the 1,500 people in St. Lucy are so much hezter in quality 
and so different that it only takes a few of tfiem to return 
one mernber, while by w a l l y  p r w x i s i v e  righc l many 
thousaads =re - seven or and in some cases ten 

times as many - should return a member in St. Michael? 
The whole system is manifestly wrong and should be 
changed. 

Once you admit, Mr. Speaker, that people as indivi- 
dual.~ are to be represented in Parliament and not as 
communities, you cannot escape the logical conclusion 
that some sort of electoral reform is necessary in tne 
direction of equalising the value of votes. Now, Mr. 
Speaker, it is inevitable that any suchquestionof electoral 
reform should somehow run into and dovetail other ques- 
tions which are not properly part of the subject matter; 
and as to whether and in what circumstances should the 
Speakership be or be not contested, I would advise that 
this question is left on one side, because it is not really 
germain to this particular issue; but this idea was that, 
without some sort of electoral reform in the direction 
which we have advocated, it would be unrealistic for Po- 
litical Parties to reach any agreement not to contest the 
seat of the Speaker. 
3.15 p.m. 

I, myself, speaking personally - I do not involve 
my party in this - I believe in the British tradition where 
the Speaker is without party influence. I believe major 
political parties under the circumstances of parliamentary 
democracy can, and should take upon themselves not to 
contest the Speaker's seat; but that can only be done if you 
have an electoral arrangement where the Speaker is in a 
separate constituency. It would be impracticable to come 
to such arrangement in this island. Here again, we may 
not even have considered bringing this aspect of our 
policy into line with what obtains in other countries, be- 
cause the basis of such agreement to any existing 
arrangement can only wme if  we have electoral reform 
in this direction. 

I would like to hear whether Government accepts 
these principles. No one can say in the course of this 
debate in this House how the &tails may be workd out, 
but if you trust people on these matters they will work 
them out for you, and give you h benefits of their 
knowledge. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, this is just a d n s s  
rebearsal or a repeat performance; and I am glad that the 
Hon. Leader of the Opposition had thc courage to bring 
this Resolution back to the Chambwr. I am glad that he 
has brought it back at a time w b n  the Hon. Leader of the 
House is present. 

I am not going to incite the Hon. W e r  of th House 
to say anything, but I am going to state that ths Hoa 
Leader of the House, when we were in England, in a rsport 
that came back to Barbados with respect to this sum 
single member constituencies, had the effrontery to go 
to England and say that the request for singb manbu 
constituencies.... 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I rise cm a point of 
order. I object to his telling me that I had the effrontery 
to go to England. Does the hon. member think that I am 
a puppet? I speak as I want to speak I am not a puppet 
for anyone. 

Mr. WALCOTT: It is really when people assume 
offices which they are not equipped for that you get them 
saying those things. You are not mentally equipped for the 
task which you are performing..,.. 

Hon. M. E. COX: On apoint of order. If the hon. mem- 
ber does that at all, I am going to say what I have to say 
this evening. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. senior member for St. Peter 
is out of order. You must not speak to the Hon. Minister, 
you must speak to me. 

Mr. WALCOTT: -the Hon. Minister rose on a poM 
of order, he rose to say what? S said that if the hon mmber 
was equipped mentally for tht position whichhe is hold@, 
and instantly he rose on apointof order and objected to tb 
words used. How could heobject to the words used wtrsa ths 



con- was not completed? Hedid nat allow the sentena? to 
be finished, therefore, hedid not know in what context I was 
going to say that he had the effrontery. 

I say that he had the brass to go to England and make a 
statement in relation to this proposed measure of single- 
member constituencies to the effect that the reason for 
the Opposition urging this, was a plot by the Conservatives 
to get back into power; and that this was what the Conser- 
vatives were doing in their attempt to getback into power. 
It would take a man a lot of brass and a lot of effrontery 
to say that, knowing that it was a measure which emanated 
from the Hon. Leader of theopposition who did not have any 
association with the Conservatives. Only a man withbrass 
and effrontery would say that, and then rise on a point of 
order and say that he is not a puppet. Where does the 
question of effrontery and puppetry have anything to do with 
it? Puppets really do not have effrontery, but you can be a 
marionette; therefore, when your master says "donot have 
this electoral reform," you also say "l amnot going to have 
this electoral reform." 

Some members forget their background, and forget 
that they came through the hornpipe of the Conservatives. 
When members begin to say that this is something conser- 
vative, what is there conservative about the idea of electoral 
reform? I said on the floor of the House already, and I am 
going to repeat now, that in 1945 and 1946 when we were 
thinking of electoral reform in so far as Adult Suffrage 
was concerned, the then Leader of the House who is now the 
Prime Minister of the West Indies, did not want legislation 
to be introduced for Adu1.t Suffrage because he said that 
would bring another party hitopower. It is a good thing that 
the old Conservatives were not as stupid as members of 
the present Government; because, with the present attitude 
of members of the Government, ifthey were in the position 
of the Conservatives in 1930, they would not have given way 
to Adult Suffrage. 

Mr. Speaker, you and I were elected on a vote which 
was not yet Adult Suffrage. ABill waspassed which was not 
on Adult Suffrage but one on liberalisationof the franchise; 
and that Bill was passed in the Other Place by the casting 
vote of the President. Members of the House in those days 
knew that if they passed such a Billgiving the vote to every 
man, this change whichhas come about, would bound to have 
have come about; but you cannot keep back the hands of the 
clock. Barbados was the last place to liberalise the fran- 
chise. British Guiana, Trinidad, Jamaica - all of them 
Crown Colonies - had Adult Suffrage before Barbados. I 
repeat, it was because the Congress Party was felt to be 
so strong that the now Prime Minister of the West Mies 
was not in favour of introducing Adult Suffrage. Mem- 
bers of the Labour Parry felt that if they introduced 
Adult franchise, it would Lring the Congress Party into 
power. The Congress P a ~ r y  was so strong then, that the 
present hon. junior member for St. James, when we went 
to St. James (I mean the Barbados Labour Party) could 
not make up his mind, but eventually he made up his mind 
to run as a member of thecongress Party. That is history. 
(Mr. SEARLES: That is not true). He says that it is not 
true. He forgets that he ran inSt. Jarnes as a member of the 
Congress Party. 
3.25 p.m. 

Mr. SEARLES: On a point of order. It is true that I 
ran in the first instanceas a member of t b  Congress Par- 
ty, but I was a full-blooded Labourite. (Laughter)What the 
hon. member is saying now is absolutelymt true; I was 
not a rraember of the ExecutiveCommittee ashe wanted me 
to say. (Hon. M. E. COX: You were never a Tory.) I was 
never a Tory. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the last word? 

Mr. SEARLES: I said I was never a Tory. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Oh, a Tory. 

Mr. WAU30TT: I did not accuse the hon. nmbsr of 
bsinsoTory;Iamonlygivingsomeofthe~ns whytky 
are against this matter. The same reasons which were given 
against this Ftesolurion were g i v a  against the institution 

a 
.r* 

of M S  Suffrage. The b n .  junior member for St. James 
first ran for the other Party and in a sort o voce remark, .h 

he was advised to say that he was not a member of the 
Electors' Association. The hon. senior member for St. 
Michael has said that I was a rnember of the Electors' 

b 
Association, but I do not want to deal with that now. When 
the hon. member is lying, he has the effrontery to laugh; 
he is laughing to make somebody believe that he is so 
virtuous that he can laugh at the lies which he is telling. 
Here you have a man who was never a member of the 
Electors' Association, but he knows the members of that 
Association so well, as to know that I was a member of it! 
Mr. Speaker, you were associated with me for all of these 
years; I have been in that Party for all of these years, 
and they did not know for allofthis time that I was a rnem- 
ber of the Electors' Association1 I pass that because I do 
not have to just& it; I believe that l am one of the people 
who helped to k1.11 the Electors' Association. 

The Prime Minister of the West Indies can say that 
we do not want any single member constituencies. Years  
ago when we had an income qualification, in order to get 
a man elected to a seat here, he had to earn $80 a month; 
he would have to be a lawyer, aprofessional man or some- 
body paying taxes of so much The House of Assembly 
met at midday because a horse and buggy could not get 
from St. Lucy to Bridgetown, unless it left at an early 
hour; then the members left here at four o'clock in order 
to get back down to St. Lucy for dinner. That is why the 
House of Assembly met at midday; but we are now meeting 
in order to accommodate the people over there. 

When you look over the island and at the records, you 
will find that the population growth in St. Michael was not 
the sort as it is today; and even then it would not matter. 
Today you will find that in St. Michael you have more votes 
collectively than some of the other parishes put together. 
In so far as the law was concerned, the porters were 
disenfranchised. The Civil Servant was disenfranchised 
because some Civl Servants could not work for any £50 
per annurn. One half of the teaching profession, even some 
of the Headteachers, were disenfranchised if they did not 
have any land, because some of them did not work for 
any $20 a month. In our time we have adult suffrage, 
which means that every man and woman is eligible for the 
vote. In days gone by a woman could not vote; a man 
who could not even spell Ada backwards backwards could 
vote, but the Headmistress of Queen's College could not 
vote. That was a situation where even the intelligent 
section of the community could not vote because they did 
not have any land; it would appear as if they did not have 
any sense or eyes or brain. 

I think we would have to admit that there are those 
who belong to the democratic forces of progress. Some 
people think that because you are democratic you are 
progressive, but that is not necessarily so. Those of us 
who are members of the progressive democratic force 
feel that the question of the vote should not be restricted; 
therefore we give everybody the right to vote. W e  gave 
people the right to vote but not on the basis of an illi- 
teracy test as obtains in Africa today; if you keep a man 
ignorant it is just like telling him that he cannot vote 
because he is poor. 
3.35 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no such thing on our Statute 
Book that a man must be able to read and write - thollgh 
at one stage they wanted to put that as a qualification; 
a man who cannot read and write but does his part in 
cutting canes, putting up buiklings, hewing down wood 
and working hard in this community is also making his 
contribution. Those of us who represent the rural areas 
especiany, know that there are some men who cannot 
read and write, but ydu cannot ten inasmuch as they talk *.la 

to you Wre a man who can read and write. Some of t b s e  
men are so sarmd and have made such a contribution in 
tbir own homes and lives, that you are amazed; some of 
than have produced scholars. It would be surprising to 
some people to know tbat same people have brilliant 
children though t k y  b m s d v e s  do not know "A" from 
"B", but tbty have enough hWl@nce to know that their 
children should be educated. Are you going to ten me 



that a person who can m a k  that contribution to society 
F should be denfed the right to vote? We say "no**, because 

t k y  have made their contribution. There were certain 
circumstances which prevented people from being educated 
and we know them. 

Now that I see the hlinister of Agriculture coming in, 
I w i l l  say that when we were passing the Maude Bill 
to give everybody the right to vote - though he is a 
democrat, he is not a Local Government progressive demo- 
crat, he felt that a man whodid not pay taxes should not 
have the right to vote in Local Government. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: Thehon. member gets on with that 
sort of mimicry and foolishness because he thinks he is a 
king-pin in Barbados and can attack everybody. He is ig- 
norant, totally ignorant. The Advocate just wrote anedito- 
rial on that Party the other day, and he thinks he is the 
Lord-God of Barbados,and intends to curse everybody.He 
is a real ignorant man. Nobody knows or cares anything 
about him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thehon. senior member for St. Philip... 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I am sorry, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ihope the hon. member remembers that 
in Parliament he cannot refer to another member as ''that 
man", but as "the hon. member". That is what I rose to 
point out to the hon. member. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
That hon. member must be told to respect the Chair and 
other people in this Chamber. He thinks he has the right, 
because he comes here, to attack everybody and say any- 
thing he likes; but that sort of thing cannot work in here. 
We are trying to be decent human beings, but nobody is 
going to sit down and kow-tow under him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister is not replying to 
the hon. member now; he is really chastising the hon. mem- 
ber in a manner that would be my duty if the occasion arose. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I appreciate that, Sir. But he goes 
out of his way andtries tobefunny and nasty. I want him to 
know that he alone cannot be nasty. I am no play toy in here 
for anybody. If he is making a speech let him make it, but I 

I am not responsible for him, nor do I hold on here for a 
job; so let him get that in his head once and for all. When 
I am not here, I am on my farm. 

Mr. WALC(3TT: Mr. Speaker, a little introspection is 
a good thing. (Hon. D. D. GARNER: Youonly make me hot). 
You cannot get b; I would run you back in St. P W  
this very evening, man l 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us get back to the point. 

Mr. W W C Y I T :  Mr. Speaker, I made reference to the 
hon. member which I had the right todo in this House, and 
I think I did it without any hate or rancour; but al l  the 
epithets that have been used by the hon. member to the 
effect that I am nasty, and his remarks about dirty be- 
haviour, could more be put to thehonlraember for the way 
in which he acted in his pentecostal style which was so 
unbecoming. 

What I did say was that there were those of us who 
fought for these democratic progressive r&hrs in so far 
as giving the right to evtrybodfto vote was CO- 
and then the Dresence  of the bn.  member in the Chamber 
caused me cast a little reflection on a similar maaer 
with which w e  dealt. I made reference prior to the hon. 

P member's presence fn the House to the fact that there are 
some people who are democratic, but they may not be 
democratic progressive. I said that thebon manba: is not 
a progressive democrat h Local Govcrmnent affairs; and 
that when m were PASS- a Bill to give psoplc thc right 
to vote in Local Gowmmm, he felt that such persons 
should lrot have th rfgb to wte; and that voting s h o a  b 
done on the OM basis of property q ~ i c a t l o n .  That is tb 
same veiw which ths Consc~atives W; but we are not 

s a w  that the hon. mmber is not a democrat because he 
held the view that ...... 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: On a point of order. Nowhere in 
the debates of this House will you find anything on this 
subject to confrom to what the hon. member is saying, 
but the hon. member persists in saying it. As a matter of 
fact, some time ago he said that he would come to St. 
Philip and say these things; and I want to know what he 
is trying to do. He is trying to get that in the debates so 
that people can read it. He cannot say t b s e  things be- 
cause they will boomerang. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member denying it? 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: Emphatically. 

Mr. WUOTT:  Mr. Speaker, all of the viewswhich a 
member holds are m t  always expressed here. Ido not think, 
Mr. Speaker, that one can say that the only place we ex- 
press our views is in this House ofAssemhly,because, 
Your Honour would have to speak outside of this House. 
There are functions which you have to attend and places 
where you have to express political views, and I do not 
think...... 

Hon. D. D. GANRER: C)n a point of order. I would like 
the hon. member to say where and when I propounded such 
theories. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I do not think the hon. 
member is pressing that, because thchon. member's name 
is one of the signatories to a petition that was passed by 
some of the Vestries against the idea of introducing this. 
All I am saying is that the hon. mEmber as a member of 
the Government voting against this, was a manber who 
voted against the other measure too, and if tbere were all 
the people in Barbados with his views inthis House of As- 
sembly and in the Other Place, a man who today can vote in 
Lucal Government would never have had the opportunity 
of voting, because he would only have hem able to vote on 
property qualification; and that is where I say the hob 
member in not a democrat progressive. 

Hon. D. D. G M W :  Ona point of or*. Again rbe 
hon. member must not get UP hen and misbrd PPIS 
There is nowhere that that can be found; and there is 
nobody who was associated with that meeting which took 
place at the Parochial W i n g  who can verify what k 
is saying. If the hon. member hasnot* his facts correct- 
ly, he shoutd not persist in doing thhgsllkethat.When he 
was not a member of this House I was fighting in Vestry 
politics. What is the hon. member trying to convey? I 
was fighting for adult suffrage all my life. Why persist in 
that sort of thing? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member's point of order is 
clear. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: He should not persist because it 
gets under your skin. It is spiritual wlckedmss : in high 
places. 
3.45 p.m. 

Mr. WALCOTT. What is spiritual wickedmss is for a 
man to know that he has said somahhxg and d a y  it. Not only 
have you dooe it, but there are peopb whom you hve s p o h  
to. Let us go to the records. If the hon. member says he 
w a n t s m t o c ~ h f m , I a c c e @ M s c ~ M d a t  
the next meeting of the House of Assambly, I wolild prow 
it. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER I r h  on apim of ardar. I would 
like the hon. membertonamthepsrsawbra. I& W Md. 
behind anythine. 

Mr. SPEAI<HR: I WOUM -to ~ u t h l s m o -  
meat, andtosaythottbprthwhichtbba~msmbarsur 
WWpursuingisnoc~rvingtheprr~ostofrhirrdrbPs~ 
n m ~ o a t h b .  

Mr. W A W O l T :  Sir, fc wm not my m t0 

expand c m t h p t n s p a c t ; b u t I ~ d r s w t h u t o ~ ~ o f  



the House bccausc of tbe earlier staammtswhichmre 
made in c o m a  with the statemm made by th Hon. 
Leader of the House in Englvd wbn hesaid that this idea 
of single member constituencies is associated withtkCm- 
servatives. (Hon. M. E. COX: Of course it is.) The hon. 
member said ''of course it is" and I know that that was not 
how the Conservative Party felt. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I riseon a point of or- 
der. Thehon. member believes he has sense, but be is short 
of it. I did not say that the Conservatives propounded that 
doctrine; I said it arose from the Conservatives. I kmw 
that I am correct in saying that the late Mr. T. B. Pierce, 
among other Conservatives, had been for years talking of 
single member constituencies. He was unalterably opposed 
to double-member constituencies. 

Mr. WALCOTT: AU that is illogicaL If the late Mr. 
Pierce was opposed to single-member constituencies on the 
basis that it gave the voter the right to plump a man, you 
can only plump for a man when you have do~lble-member 
constituencies. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I rise on a point of order. There 
again, the hon. member is only playing to the ignorant. In 
single-member constituencies there is only one person for 
whom you can vote if 40 persons are rurmbg for the seat. 
But under double-member constituencies, you can vote for 
two or plump for one. The conservatives were opposed to 
that when the late Mr. A. E. S. h i s  beat the late Mr. T. 
B. Pierce in the City of Bridgetown. 

Mr. WALCOTT: If there were single member consti- 
tuencies in Mr. Lewis' time when he ran against Mr. Pierce 
the people would have voted the same way. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Of course, that is only a side matter. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, I am speaking, and if  a point of 
order is raised I have to giveway; harever, in truth and in 
fact, what the hon. member said was ~lat  a point of order; 
it has no bearing on the statement which I have made. It 
does not convey what was said becausethepoint which was 
raised was not as regards Mr. Pierce in the House. The 
Conservatives in the House of Assembly today are down to 
the lowest nrrmber . 

Hen M. E. COX: With your s w r t ,  they are strong- 
er m. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, did you hear that remark? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am going to appeal to the hon. senior 
member for St. Michael. Such asides canodyprodw just 
more heat. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I apologise. 

Mr. WUOTT:  Mr. Speaker, I can give youthe com- 
plete assurance that those asides will not produce more 
heat, but more nails in his coffin. In the House today the 
only nw Conservative who was not in bere at the last elec- 
tions is the hon. member on my immediate right - Lt. COL 
Dowding - and he is here through tk atdtude of the Hon. 
Minister who in trying to remove the them senior member 
for St. Georgc - M. Barrow - did succeed; and they felt 
more pleased to see the present hon. senior member for 
St. George ebcted than to see the o t k  member elect&; 
M o r e ,  thsy camot say that the Conservariyts are in 
harebzamtbythtmYouhavebt@tthem. 

Hon. M. E. COX: The hon. nrnnber says that w e  fklt 
more pbsased to sec tbc hon. senior m m h r  for St. George 
e;lrcctad fhan the hon. funior mmber for St. John. I would 
lib to assure him that we are pleased with xdtbr. 

I& Col.DOWDIK;: Mr. Spcaktr, Irfaanapoimof 
p . r r w u l ~ a , ~ a I ~ l i k e t o p u t s a a 5 g h t t h e m -  
cords. * thc mmbers  of - eor anybody 
e& hmht bra. The votes as recordadhavedoas 
t h p r . I C o l l f d 1 D t ~ & s s w h a b s r t h t ~ ~ m  
orauybodyalsWLasmaTbe~likerne. 

rr, 
Hon. M. E. COX: Sir, I never intended to convey tb 

idea that I do not lib him; what 1 meant to convey is that 
it does not matter to me whether the present hon. senior * 
member for St. George is a member or the hon. junior 
member for St. John is a member. I do not care less. r 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would just at this stage like to inter- 
vene. I do not think hon. members will relish reading the 
debates on this matter when they get them, and more par- 
ticularly when they get old; I am sure that they would not 
feel very proud of themselves. What they are arguing about 
does not centre around the Resolution at all. I think that it 
would be better for the hon. members to confine themselves 
to those things whiqh deal withtheResolution. Let t k  peo- 
ple who in time to come will read these debates, say that 
they were serious representatives in this House. For the 
good name of this Houseof Assembly I shall ask hon. mem- 
hers to think twice before they say things which happen to 
he irrelevant. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, I am endeavouring as much as I 
can to keep on the straight and narrow path. As a member 
of this House, I have to give way when the member rises 
on a point of order, thoughhehasnothing to say as regards 
what I was saying. The Hon. Minister in an interview in 
England gave it out to the people that what we were now try- 
ing to do is nothing genuine, but was something to bring 
Conservatives back into power. The reason why I mentioned 
that was to show that we have not brought the Conservatives 
back into power; if anybody has brought the Conservatives 
back into power, it would be members of th Government. 

Mr. S P E A K E R  left  the Chair  and Mr. DEPUTY 
SPEAKER took the Chair .  

3.55 p.m. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, how is itthat we 
are accused of bringing somebody into power when there 
are three people who are members of the Labour Party but 
who were members of the Conservative Party? But there is 
no point in painting the lily. There are twenty-one members 
of this Chamber who have been elected to this House be- 
cause of their profession and belief on the Labour side. 
Would any ordinary idiot, not a village idiot, begin to tell 
you that in the context of Barbadianpoliticallife and deve- 
lopment, anybody looking like any of us could be wasting our 
time when we are getting near to a grave, in resuscitating 
old boots? (Lough ter) .  The Gwernment has given the Con- 
servatives so much economic strength and power that they 
are making more money than they haveever made; and my 
worry is to get some of that money out of their hands. 

The Hon. Leader of the I-buse is famous for making 
what can be regarded as politically slanderous statements. 
It is nothfng short of that to tell a man that he is doing 
something to bring back in the Conservatives. Hesays in a 
sotto voce remark that I am helping the Conservatives to 
get back in. When the hon. member says in England that this 
and that thing is done so as to bring the Conservatives back 
into power, let us analyse that. If we have single member 
constituencies or any kind of constituencies that you can 
think about in Barbados, no Conservative could come back 
into power; it is just like asking a snow-ball to survive near 
the sun. There is no point in talking in that way in this 
House of Assembly. That is not anything which one would 
take seriously. 

Two or three hundred years ago Barbados had repre- 
sentative Government, but because Barbados had that Gov- 
ernment two or three hundred years ago, are you saying 
that we are not in favour of more self-government because 
the Ministers will get more power? You do not decide or 
resolve issues on that petty, bogus argument; only a fool 
does that. When you get that statement made, that this is 
an issue to bring back the Gnservatives into power, I r* 

should like to ask where could youcarryConse~ative and 
get him back h? Thwe is a little pocket in Christ Church 
whcrt the hon. junior member for Christ Church could bring 
in a Conservative, and there is also a little pocket in the 
City where only a man like thehon. senior member for the 
City could brLng in Conservatives. If the true family of 
Barbados were allowed to be created, and not the petty nar- 
rowmss, you would not have to talk about bringing back the 



Conser~uim~ tbw;h,h~isthPtwnncofthmt in a 
p o s i d b n ~ e ~ t b D *  tkY = ~ M - u I ; ~ . =  
m aat in that psidon to be hrrhradad. 

1shoutdlikctoaskifthereisMythiagcriminalabota 
working for people? What do you mean whcn you say that 
you are not working for anybody? Is workingfor somebody 
something degrading? It is a part of the Conservative philo- 
sophy, that you are a gentleman w h  you do not work for 
people; and that you are a slave w h y o u  have to work for 
somebody. The hon. member says that he is not working for 
anybody but I thought he was workingon behalf of tk State. 
Is tkre anything wrong aboutworWng?Our Mast6r workad, 
anl therefore that is the example which we should foUow. 

The whok of Barbados was a big borough three hundred 
years ago. There were six thousad votes for the whok of 
Barbados in 1937. That was before we had Adult Suffrage, 
and taking an arithmeticaldivision you did not have anything 
to worry about. When you divided the whole island into 
twelve constituencies, what did you get? You got less than 
five hundred people voting in these constituencies. A man 
would lose his deposit at that rate; therefore, a complete 
metamorphosis has taken place. When you talk about the 
Electoral Roll, you have to discuss it in the context of the 
whole change. There was a time when there were no Min- 
isters in Barbados. I was never a Minister although rcfer- 
 er^^ was made to my being in charge. A Minister M his 
own dkpartrnem; nobody had that power before. The Hon. 
leader of the House did have a little bit of power but every- 
thing was still something glorified. It was the Governor who 
used to inform theColonialSecretary that this is the sort of 
legislation they wanted, and papers came to you; before the 
papers were agreed upon they came to you. 

Hen M. E. COX: On a point of order. I cannot allow 
that remark to go unchallenged. A f o m r  Governor, Sir 
Hilary Blood, said inhis Speech at theopening of the Iegis- 
lature a few years ago that he would accept the advice of the 
members of the House of Assembly who are the members 
of the Executive Committee so long as  they were unanimous 
in respect of any matter. 
4.05 p.m. 

I repeat that the bon. member was the authority on 
labour matters, or matters of this sort; and the Leader of 
the House at the time accepted almost eorte blon che every- 
thing he said. 

Mr. WAEOTT:  Mr. Depury Speaker, do you see that 
the bn. member is a cormbed idiot? He does not mder- 
stand the m of the word "advice". "Advice" does 
not mean that you initiate; it means that before you do 
something you have to hear what we say on it. Under the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee Act - I would say for 

the henefit of thfs House - no member of the Executive 
Cummitb& had the autbrity to initiate legislation: but the 
Governor gave authority to the members of the House col- 
bctively w b m  was unanimous agreement. Why do 
you have to talk about where there is collective unanimous 
agreement? Linanhous agreement by whom? Youwould not 
have to tolk abu t  unanimous agreement if you had tbr wwer 
todosomahing. 

Hm. M. E. COX: On a point of order. It was also agreed 
that if there was adifference betweenmbers,  the matter 
would be postponed; and thm, when it was considered on a 
second occasian, the views of the Leader would then pre- 
vail. 

Mr. WALCOn:: Mr. Deputy Speaker, that has absolute- 
Xy mxhhg to do with it; this is a question of s- that 
y o u d i d ~ h P t n t h e p o w e r t o ~ I t w o s t b G a v a n r o r  

r- wbo sent down legislation to us, Jxt thc words '2lcadcr of 
the Elouse" were used; and,  ore, as - of the 
P u t y * y o u ~ d o w n k f 3 i s l a t l n n _ ~ b a s s n L o r m m b a  
for Chrftt Church was amanberoftbExecutive Commit- - b s f o r e M t a f s t a r i a l s t a t u s , P I l d h e ~ , i ~ a ~  
of tlm ExectuIvc Commtttee, thatthenwas adiffcmnc8. 
Nowsdays a Mintstcr initiates; and cansend samahingbo 

busfntbr:oMdayswhsnthcrewasnoCobinarcnn 
prpar,narrrsntuoundtoyou,andyouhad~g~toCov- 

emment House toamcaing.TheHon.Mfnfsterissucha 
p o W a l  s h d e r e r ,  hedasnothaveenoughscnaeto tmdcr- 
stand that you could m t h a v e t h i s c ~ , i f y o u  are saying 
that this is wmethhg which you had all along; because, if 
you had it all along, what are you changing now? The name? 

Mr. Deguty Speaker, just as you make changes in con- 
sdtudonal development, changes can be made in electoral 
reform. h the parish of St. Thomas theHon. Premier was 
kept out from this House because of double member wnsti- 
euencies. What thehon. member does not understand, is that 
they are holding on to the same power that the Conserva- 
tives held on to, when we were comingto the break. It was 
so fast and swift, and w e  brought so many people into the 
pool of voting, that even though thereweredouble member 
c o n s t i m i e s ,  they found that they could not get a seat on 
that basis. 

Why do we want member constituencies, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker? Our natural development requires it. h is 
just like a man who starts tolivein a small house wfien he 
had no children, but when he started to get children and 
not more money. as a conseclmce k extended his hwse. 
single member -&stitvnci& must become a normalebc- 
toral devehopment in any progressive community. Look at 
the population growth today; youhave rural and urban com- 
munities; but in these rural areas you get large communi- 
ties growing up. If you have do- member constituencies 
which do not relate to present day circumstances, you have 
to think in terms of what can meet present day circum- 
stances - an electoral reform that is scientific. Why send 
a man to the pollon the basis that we arc so uniquc in Bar- 
bados in the changes that have taken place, that he has two 
votes to cast, and that if you take away one, it would mean 
you are taking away his right? You do not take away the 
right from a man when you have given him that right. As 
things stand today, a man who has a vote in St. Michael 
does not vote in St. Philip, neither does a man who votes 
in St. Philip vote in St. John 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, so far as regularising the votes 
in sending people back to the House of Assembly is con- 
cerned, I say quite frankly, whether or not somebody likes 
it, that if you have any sense of political science, you w i l l  
realise that Barbados in 1961 has reached a stage in its 
own political gromh that the only logical thing is to have 
electoral reform on the basis of single member constituen- 
cies. It is the only workable solution you can have, because 
the population is bulging. Barbados has oneof the most un- 
weildly electoral systems in the whok Caribbean, inasmuch 
as all the votes cannot be counted the same day. A place as 
big as the United States of America can count millions of 
votes in one day; but Barbados, 166 square miles, has to 
wait another twenty-four hours. You should not geton with 
this ignorance as t- Barbados is different; that the wa- 
ter we drink is different and the air we breathe is different; 
or tbat we are living on a different planet from the people 
in the United States of America or  Russia. 

The Prime Minister of the West  Mies was right when 
he said not to vote for this, if it was going to keep him out of 
power; he was always like that, and that is why he will not 
be voted for in his present position. That is the same kind 
of remark that was used in connection withMuh Suffrage. 
There is no point in saying that you do not want dectmal 
reform because you want to keep in power. The Prime Min- 
ister said that k did not want Federatton because tbt 
Chamber of Commerce would run it. It is just like in the 
old days when the Conservativcsldldllof~~ldMubSn[fragp 
because they said the flood gates would be tbey wem 
afraid of us. There were people who did not want Mulr 
Suffrage because we were coming htyc; thvs were mple 
who did not want Federation hecause it meant canserva- 
tm. 

Mr. Speaker, what diffe- doesitmakeif aCon- 
smvative, a Labourite or a Liberal is given a vote? A m  
mu going to say that a man should nac have thc right to votc 
because he doss nor m e f o r  you?Someday he may change. 
hrl;my of us have b#n h politicsandknow tbat Way a man 
mayaa rmefo r  you, but on mxheroccasionhtmay vote 
far you and vice versa That is part of the political ll6e we 
hove Imdcrtakm. 



I do not know how true it is, but the members of the 
Government cannot 'X thinking in terms of theSpeakership, 
as the hon. rnemLxr spoke. 
4.15 p.m. 

If they want to bring down legislation that the Speaker 
is not to be an elected member of this Chamber, on what 
basls are they saying so'.' Is it on the basis that Trinidad 
does it, or because British Guiana does it, or because Ja- 
maica does not do it? In Jamaica they have su-tgle member 
constituencies, as well as in Trinidad and British Guiana. 

If it is that the Government is really concerned about 
its own political future as against the logical step which 
should be taken for electoral reform and constitutionalde- 
velopment, then they are two different things. If youwant to 
be returned at all costs, then youdo a lot of things towards 
that end. That is why all thedictators have taken the derno- 
cratic processes and abused them towards that end. For 
the hon. member to say that he is not agreeing to this elec- 
toral reform on the basis that the Conservativeswant it, 
well then,that is dead a s  a door nail. W h  Conservative 
can get into power unless some of themembers of the La- 
bour Party help him? Of course they would support a mem- 
ber of the Conservative Party in order to prevent any o m  
of us on this side from getting in here. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I r ise  on a poht 
of order. I hate to interrupt the bn .  mmbcr, and 1 bp 
that I will have the opportunity to nail the llcs. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, I am not going to sit down. That 
is not a point of order. I am not sitting down. 

Hon. hl. E. COX: Wi l l  you allow me? 

Mr. WALCOTT: Call the SpcPkar; 1 pm not go@ to 
sit down. 

hlr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am speaking to the bn. 
senior member for St. Peter. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I am not giving way to him whm he 
says that he is going to nail the lies. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. member must take 
his seat. I must hear the point of order. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I am m t  giving way today no matter 
what happens. He has to withdraw that statement. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not mind what the hoa 
member says. 

Mr. WALCOTT: You must. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have to hear what the Hon. 
Minister has to say. If he says that he is going to nail the 
lies, well then, I will have to nail hirn. 

Mr. WALCOTT: The hon. member says,onhispoint of 
order, that he has risen to nail the Us. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. The hn .  mmber is breaking 
the Rules of this Housc. I am drawing to the b n .  member's 
attention that if you are not prepared to aIlow me to hear 
the point of order that you will be breaking thc Rules of this 
House. 

Mr. WUOTT:  You carmot permit him to say that. 

Mr. DEPUTY SP- A r c  you suggesingthat be is 
going to nail W? 

Mr. WALCO'IT: He said that. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKeR: Ht did not say that to m 

Mr. WALCCYlT: Yes,besaidthet.Iammtplapusd 
to sit and letthchon.manbcrri$eonap~imofordtrto 
say that he has to nail th Us. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER I am agpePllne t o t h h o a  
member. You are bpeakins the m of this 

.r, 

Mr. WALCOTT: What arethe Us hehas tonail?% 
cannot say that. You carmot pc& him to that. T 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKEFk The hon. member would not I 
let me speak. The hon. senior member for St. Michael has 
not been given the opportunity to statehispoint of order. I 
must hear his point of order. 

Mr. WALCOTT: He rose on a point of order and said 
that he hoped he would have theopportunity to nail thb lies. 
That is vulgarity. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is provided the Chair 
gives him the opportunity to do that. I am ruling now that 
you are breaking the Rules of this House. Will the b n .  
manhcr sit now. 

Mr. WAIXWIT: You have allowed hirn to break the 
Rules of tbc House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The b n .  senior member for 
st.Michaclhasnottold meanything yet. 

Mr. WAUDTT: He has. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The h. membr has risen 
on a point of order. Let me hear the poim of order. Will  
thc hm. membcr state his point of order? 

Hon. M. E. COX: Sir, Ihavenomore desire to do that. 
I have another opportlmity. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, the poim which Ihave accepted to 
take objection to I have stated repeatedly. So far as elec- 
toral reforms are  concerned, you either agree to them or 
you do not agmetothem.Asthekm. senior member for 
St. Lucy has said, this question of single-member consd- 
tucncics mans that you are giving a man the right to vote 
for one person; it is not a matter of giving a man the right 
to vate for a conservative or a labourite. Singklllember 
umstituencies are not based on "I am goingto get inn' and 
''you are not going to get in." You still will have the Bar- 
bados House of Assembly comprised of 24 members. You 
will m have it comprised of 20 members. 

T 

I agree that if you took away representation from the 
people of Barbados by reducing the number of seats from 
24 to 20, thenonecould say that you are not having tlcctoral 
reform which is progressive but retrogressive. We are- 
saying that, with the changes which have taken place, m 
feel it is a bgicalstep that you should have s i n g l e m d s r  
consthumcb bccPusamanythfmsareintMrfavolrr.Cb 
isthatwhenyortgotovorc,youhaveyourChprcut~ 
on how to vote. 

Even in political mrde8, by your bavhg -- 
k r  constitutncies, it has caused a horofpollttcal emankm 
within tbeconst~ies.Iwegremsmbarthefirstebc- 
tion in which Your Honour ran; the now Federal Prirne 
Ministcr who was the Leader of the Party and your col- - Wt that you got Mr. Fields Luwe to get the people 
to plump for you. I am outsideofthat Party now, m o r e  
no man can discipline me. coming to the constituency of 

-P 

St. Michael, I can say that one of the bisgcst rows which 
tookplaceinthatpartywasktwsmthehoa senior m m -  
ber for St. Michael and the h funior manber for St. 
MichaeL It was dlls to one saying thatone was asldug po- 
plc to vote for oneand not the absr. 1Hon,h4.&~0% 
Who?) Youdid it. Ask tbcHoILPraniar.Ckreof~~ 
warfares in that puty was on =cam of &a. 

Hr. WAKCnT:  W h a  adjscdvscmymfirdroqmm 
~ ? Z P t r , y a u ~ ~ ~ w i t h t h u p p t y f a v a r y I n % .  
If thxe is a cold-umkd rmadarar inthirhld,hcfs  

4.28 pm. 1) 



under the axe on one occasion; you can well remember 
when you returned from the United Kmgdom. If there is 

i one man who should be on the gallows, the Hon. Minister 
should be the one. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 am appealing to the hon. 
member not to travel along that road. 

Mr. WALCOTT: The hon. member who is sitting next 
to him knows the vulgar phrases which he used against the 
hon. junior member for St. Philip; but now they are com- 
rades in arms !There are things which the hon. member has 
done to people, some of those people are having pains to 
their heart. The Marshal of this Househas also suffered at 
the hands of the hon. senior member for St. Michael; the 
hlarshal was a friend of both of them, and he did not know 
on which side to come down. I was in the Party and I know 
what I am saying is true. You ask a man to open a tender 
in order that you can get that tender; if you treat the clos- 
est person to you in that way you treat them, then you are 
capable of doing anything. (ASIDES). 

.4t this  stage Mr. S P E A K E R  resumed the Chair. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Did the hon. member make the state- 
ment to the effect that I am a lying bastard? I would say 
that there was an enquiry conducted once and he should have 
been behind Prison bars. If the hon. member can get in the 
position in whichhe was, then you will know in what position 
Pilate or Judas was. Instead of being Minister of Trade, 
the hon. member would have been a Minister in Prison. 

At this stage,  i t  being 4.30 p.m. of the clock, 

Mr. SPEAKER: It now being 4.30 p.m. of the clock, 
the House reverts to theconsiderationof Government Busi- 
ness. 

WAGES COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) 

Mr. SPEAKER: On the last occasion when Government 
Business was k ing  considered, a Bill to amend the Wages 
Council Act, 1955, was being discussed. The hon. senior 
member for St. Peter was addressing the House. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I was beginning to speak 
on this Bill. The Hon. Minister of Trade introduced it and 
in his introductory remarks, he said that the Wages Council 
Bill is not concerned with people in the shirt industry only; 
that it concerns anybody with whom you have to deal. The 
Minister also said that these people are not members of 
the Union. What is to be corrected is that you w i l l  have 
workers who are members of the Union but the trade in 
which the workers are engaged is of such a nature that one 
organisation could not speak for the whole trade. In such 
circumstances, therefore, you have a Wages Council. 

For example, you have shop assistants and there is a 
Wages Council for these workers. There are shop assis- 
tants in the Union. It was only yesterday that w e  were deal- 
ing with a disputed matter in the Union. The workers are 
organised and therefore you can negotiate. Although there 
is a Wages Council, the Barbados Workers' Union nego- 
tiates for the workers at Bata on the basis of what we put 
forward. The Wages  Councildoes not preclude negotiations; 
it does not mean that because there is a Wages Council 
there is no Trade Union existing. 

We feel that we have views to expresseven more than 
the workers whom we have to represent. W e  like to express 
our mind on these matters before they come down to Par- 
liament. W e  were not accorded this privilege in connection 

P with this Bill. I should like to make it quite clear that the 
Amendment for which approval is sought here, gives the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee discretionary plrwers, 
according to the hon. member who introduced this BIU but 
the Arndment  does not say what the Executive Cmnmittee 
cau do if they do not agree with the Wages  Council 

When the hon. member raised the question about the 
Wages Council's mcommendatlon for payment of $5 a wee& 

we also objected to the Shop Assistants Order. The Shop 
Assistants had an Order in respect of $12 a week and wkn 
that was published, the Union objected to theproposal. The 
matter was sent back to the Wages Council and the Wages 
Council amended its decision; therefore the Order came in 
as it is now. The Act says this: "Before submitting any 
wages regulation proposals a Wages Council shall make 
such Investigations as it thinks fit, and shall publish in 
such manner as shall be prescribed by regulations made 
by the Governor -in-Executive Committee hereunder notice 
of the proposals stating the place where copies of the pro- 
posals may be obtained and the period, which shall be not 
less than twenty-one days from the date of the first publi- 
cation of the notice within which written representations 
with respect to the proposal may be sent to the Councll; and 
the council shall consider any written representations made 
to it within that period and shall make such further enqui- 
ries as it considers necessary, and may then submit the 
proposals of the Governor-in-Executive Committee either 
without amendment or with such amendment as it tl- 
fit having regard to the representations." 
4.35 p.m. 

That means, Mr. Speaker, that a Wages Council cannot 
submit the proposals to the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee before it allows the public to know what the proposals 
are; and if anybody wants to make any objection to those 
proposals, he may do so. Well, the Barbados Workerss 
Union did that on two occasions: on the occasion with the 
Shop Assistants when $12 was recommended, and on the 
occasion with the Shirt Industry when we said we were op- 
posed to the idea of $5 a week. W e  objected to that, and we 
have not heard anything more about it. 

The hon. rnembes became warm when I said that he 
had introduced legislation dealing with Workmen's Com- 
pensation] and he said that he has a comprehensive Bill. 
I have a Bill in my hand which was introduced by the Min- 
ister to Trade, Industry and Labour to amend the Work- 
men's Compensation Act. This was introducedon l0thJan- 
uary, 1961. 1 want to say that this Wages Council Bill is 
not as important as the Workmen's Compensation BILZ which 
was introduced on 10th January, but the hon. member has 
not got to it yet. He is pegging along with these things and 
not doing first things first. Why did you introduce this 
Workmen's Compensation Bill if you were going to intro- 
duce comprehensive legislation? Who slipped this into your 
hand? Did I put it? What I am saying is that you brought 
this legislation down for Workmen's Compensation which 
proved inadequate; and if the hon. member had comprehen- 
sive legislation he would have brought that, and not this. 
There is absolutely no excuse for bringing this. 

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of order. I think there is 
a Rule somewhere that we can amend something which is 
on the Order Paper. I am sure that I told tbe House already 
that, as a measure of relief, perhaps to some people who 
may be involved any time, this was introduced. In other 
words, as the IBgislationnow stands, the maximumis %l,800 
if a person loses his life. Under this one which we have in- 
troduced, it is $3,600 if he loses his life; $2,500 for per- 
manent disability under the old one, and under this new onc 
it is $4,800; therefore I was pushhgthb small amendment 
to meet any emergency which may take place within the 
period in which the Bill was before the House. The hon. 
member knows these things. W e  discussed them with htm, 
and hehas commented on certain aspects. Ihave the Union's 
views signed by him on the comprehensive proposals for 
the Workmen's Compensation Act; and though I have made 
that position crystal clear on several occasions, the bon. 
member still persists as though he is scoring something. 

Mr. WALX30I"T: I am not playing cricket; we have to 
score in Australia tonight. The hon. mmber makes a dif- 
fcnm statement each time. I made refeseace to the Bill 
which was introduced, have said that it should have becn 
dealt with M o r e  the am? w e  aredoingnaw, but I did mt 
into tbt mrin of the BIlL Ththm. mrmber wanted to m- 
plain sanm#hins and I think, Mr. Spsak6t. tbatyouvlrcre 
quite charitable. As a matocr of fact, I rhink all s ~ a b ~ m  
should be charitable to m m b a s  of tbc Gmemmat, If thsy 



f e e l  they have the right to explain their point. The Hoa 
Minister should know that if he says that 1 how t h y  are 
having discussions, he should be fair enough to say they 
have not been carried otb; if the hon. member has given 
instructions, he must know if they are carried out. 

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of order. I have said that 
we have already had discussions on this Bill; or, at least, 
that the Union's views on the present proposals have been 
sought, accorded and recorded on the files. I pointed out 
earlier that I brought in this interim Bill because the Com- 
prehensive Bffl takes some time. Since I have seen the 
Report by the Assistant Labour Advisor to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, there will be further discussions 
because I am prepared to modify some of the proposals 
which were already agreed to. 

Mr. WAILOTT: Not by what we tell you, but by what 
she tells you!All Iwant thehon. member to say, Mr. Speak- 
er, is what he should have said. He must say the correct 
thing. 

Mr. SPEAER: I warn to ask the hon, senior member 
for St. Peter not to bother withthepropriety which the hon. 
member might have exercised. (Hon. M. E. COX: You can- 
not teach me anything.) 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, there is a Biblical in- 
junction which says that you can learn from a child. I be- 
lieve if I went to Fourth Standard, I went further than the 
hon. member. He says these things, Mr. Speaker, not for 
you to hear; and he does not believe.1 can hear; but you 
must be able to reply sometimes with dirt to dirt, other- 
wise he would not under stand, because the level of his mind 
is there. 

He brought a Bill in here in which the Union should 
have been consulted; because, the last discussion with the 
Union was that we should have been consulted before any- 
thing was done. Ihaveherewithme a file with their letters; 
I bring all their things to the House of Assembly. (Hon. M. 
E. COX: Quote the letter.) Iwillquoteit when we are deal- 
ing with the Workmen's Compensation Act, but right now 
we are dealing with the Wages Council Bill, and I am show- 
ing you the nonsense you talked on it. (Hon. M. E. COX: You 
are making sport.) You stopped learning too early, but I 
am still l e a r e  if you were still learning you would do 
better. (Hon. M. E. COX: Success b I do not need it from 
YOU. 

In this Bill which heis introducing,Mr.Speaker, t b  
is nothing affecting the Wages GuncQ all he says fs that 
if they send proposals to the G o v e m n t ,  the Government 
does not have to make anorder, but can send the proposals 
back to the Wages Council, and this process can go on in- 
definitely. 
4.45 p J n  

In such circumstances, what wUl you do? Sometimes 
the legal people are busy with moreheavyweight things and 
they cannot pay strict attention to the &&weight things. 
What do you say? You say: - 

Subssctlon (4) of section eJew of the principal Act 
is h b y  mgeakd and the followins sub-section substi- 
tuted therefor - 

"(4) hbre the Governor-in-Executi~~Committb~re- 
c e i m  any wages re!gulatLonproposals, he may make an or- 
der (hmimfter in this Act referred to as a "wages regu- 
lation order") giving effect to the proposals as from such 
datt as may be specified in the order. 

Provided tbat the Govmmr-in-Executive Commfttse 
may, if he thinks fit, ref'er theproposals back to the W- 
Council and the Wages Council shall tbemQon reconsidsr 
than having regard to any obsematitm madeby the Gwer- 
nor-in-Executive Committee and may, if he t W s  fit, re- 
Juhntt tbe proposals to ths Govemr-in-Executive Cam- 
mime either witbut omendmslcs or with such mad- 
m e n ~  asitthtnksfith9vhgregardtothoseobservatlaw: 

PmvMsdfurthcxthntbcborteqvs lrh~pro-  
posals are remdmkw to rbr, Govenmr-in-Executive 

415. 
Committee tbe procedure laid down in subsection (3) of 
this section shall apply except that the period within which -+ 
written represeatations on the amended proposals may be 
sent to the Wages Councilmay k reduced to fourteen days; 
and that where proposals are so re-submttted, the like 

b 

proceedings shall be had thereon as in the case of the 
original proposals. 

That only means that they have cut down the time from 
21 days. The Principal Act states - 

'The date to be so specified shall be a date subse- 
quent to the date of the order, and where, as respects any 
worker w b  is paid wages at intervals notexceeding seven 
days, the date so specified does not correspond with the be- 
ginning of the period for which the wages are paid, the or - 
der shall, as respects that worker, become effective as 
from the of the next such period following the 
date specified in the order." 

This amendment substantially is the same as the one 
here in the( principal Act. The Act says that the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee shall make the order. All that is 
done by this amendment is that it says that the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee may make the order and then re- 
fer the matter back to the Wages Council. 

There is no point in putting Governor -in-Executive 
Committee when dealing with legislation of this nature, be- 
cause it is not for the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
under the new constitution to make an order; it is for the 
Minister to do so. This is not givingthe Minister power to 
make an order; the Governor -in-Executive Committeecan 
only make an order when he receives proposals. I am no 
lawyer, but application to duty is a first-class schoolmas- 
ter. If you apply your mind to anything, your common- 
sense can help you a lot. It is my duty to read these things 
and I read them because Ihave toexplain them to workers. 

When it came to the Hotel Industry, theywanted to set 
up a Wages CouncF1; and we wrote the Minister and said 
that we did not agree to setting up a Wages Council for these 
people because t k y  were people for whom you should nego- * 
tiate. In addition to the letter which we wrote the Minister 
on that matter, we informed him that there should be a 
minimum wage for workers. The Minister replied saying 
that they did not agree to a minimum wage; they look upon 
the Wages Council to do these things. 

There is a law which says that holidays with pay shall 
not be what it is, but prior to that Act, we. had people who 
used to get vacation with pay by agreement. When the Act 
was passed it was on the basis that all of those people who 
were not represented should get holidays withpay and what 
was going to be the minimum. It did not stop the Union from 
having the rfgbt to negotiatein suchmatters. W e  have wor- 
kers who get more than two weeks' holiday with pay. 

Let us put one side domestics servants and people like 
that if you say that we aredealingwith people in industrial 
employment. For a man or woman working in a shirt fac- 
tory or a store, we say that so b d  so shall be the mini- 
mum; if you say that you cannot employ people at that fig- 
ure, then you cannot employ people. In the old time days, 
the biggest minimum which you paid people was 1/6 a 
day. Jn rbe U S A ,  there are eighteen million workers or- 
ganised in the U S A .  Workers Union and other unions, but 
you have a mfnjmum wage of $135 an hour as what you 
can pay a person. What happens is because the Trade Un- 
ions are so powerful, they say what the minimum wage 
should be in a particular industry. 

Ia us examine these people who are in t.h Shfrt and 
G a n m a  Industry. Tht Shirt and Garmerzt Industry has a 
grownupInthisIs~outofincomctaxfree concessians, 
the pioneer status and duty free nductiws wbichhave been 
granted than; therefore, ure say in an industry Ilke that, 
why is ir you cannot lay down a minimum wage? Do you 

what has circum- these things? 
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A shirt maker in the old days when I was a clerk was 
some parson to whom you gave out shirts to make, so that 



the person would not come within legislation at all. You 
.d regard such a person or  persons as  an out worker or out 

workers, and you have no provision for holiday with pay 
or anything like that. This is how the workman's shirt 
was made in the 1930's; you put an agate in the back and 
you put an the shirt to be buttoned behind. Nowadays you 
button the shirt to the front and you feel smart. (Laugh te i )  

Our attitude is that we do not believe in any Wages 
Council; we realise that when you have a Wages Council 
you will never get back totheworker. We have many cases 
with which to deal; we were goingtoprosecute a man when 
he dismissed a worker;he had to pay that worker a lot of 
money, If that worker had takenthematter to the Court and 
the services of a barrister had beenretained he would have 
had much difficulty in proving his case, because he had to 
sign for wages which he did not receive. When we say that 
for cutting canes workers must bepaidS1.36, for instance, 
and you did not pay that wage, wellthen, you would have to 
cut the canes yourself. We did not want any Labour Inspec- 
tor to carry out these terms. 

l want to say that some people a re  exploited; and it is 
said that it is better for a person to get $5 a week than to 
get nothing. The Wages Council do not negotiate for the 
level of wages at the various points and therefore we do 
not believe in them. Where we cannot negotiate with all 
of the employers, we agree to cooperate and we submit 
persons to the Wages Councils. What you want to take the 
place of a Wages Council in Barbados is a minimum wage 
reflecting a decent standard of wages for anybody to be 
paid, whether it is a porter, a worker in a shirt factory or  
anybody else. We have stated that an employer should not 
pay anybody less than $3 a day, no matter what the cate- 
gory of the worker may be. 

When the hon. member talks about the political scene, 
I may say that he is a polititian. I am different from the 
hon. member. I was a boy, I played cricket, I swam, I got 
in fights and I got out of fights ! (Ct aughter). (A MEMBER: 
The hon. member too!) 1 speak for myself. I jump up at 
Carnival too - and 1 would prefer to be out there right 
now! The hon. member thinks of politics all daybng but 
1 say: let us go and have some sport. 

Anyhow, Sir, wherever you have a Wages Council, 
sometimes we try to get sorneof our officials on the Wages 
Council, people who could be of help to t-he other workers 
on the Council. Wherever you have an exploited industry, 
if you have to set up a Wages Council, the employers are  
invariably in a better position to present their case and 
fight some of the very workers who a re  part of the industry. 
I am the Secretary of the Trade Union but 1 cannot serve 
on any Wages Council; the law does not permit me to serve 
on such Councils as b n g  a s  I am a member of this Assem- 
bly. I do not think that I should resign from this House of 
Assembly, because, I believe the workers want me here. 
Our law is that anhon. member bses his seat in this House 
if he serves on a public board or committee for financial 
reward. 

One of the difficulties in any community is where peo- 
ple a re  not organised: but they should be organised if they 
want protection. It will  be realised and seen that they get 
better protection in their own organisation than when they 
have these legislative Acts; because when you pass legis- 
lation it has to be watched. There areemployers who want 
us to put up tariff walls and give them all the protection; 
we a re  prepared to give them that protection and we give 
it to them; but that is where we say, on the other hand, 
that employers must be prepared to pay the workers no 
less than so much 
5.05 P. m. 

* 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I would boldly ask any member of 

the Government today to tell me why Barbados cannot have 
a minimum wage. I would go further than the Minister and 
put on the Statute Book of Barbados that the normal wor- 

it 
king period of any man shall not exceed so many hours. I 
would give forty-eight hours for this year, or for two years, 
but let everybody know that within the next two years the 
normal working period shall be forty-four hours until you 
get to such industries in which you can have a forty-hour 

week. The very progress of life is going to create that with 
the introduction of machinery; and there would be nothing 
wrong in making legislation which makes a person pay 
overtime for certain things outside the maximum hours. 

When we ask the Minister about a minimum wage, hlr. 
Speaker, we are  not asking for the wages we had in 1937. 
When you give a minimum wage, it is  for the people who do 
manual and menial jobs. In the United States of Amerka 
it was 90 cents as hour, and it went to $1.00, and now Mr. 
Kennedy wants to raise it to $1.25. The danger I see in all 
tllese Bills which deal with labour legislation is that if you 
have a Trade Union in Barbados, what is the use of not 
making use of it? All I can say is that the hon. member 
wants to see to other matters and leave us out a s  in the case 
of the Tourist Board; but we are  not "scruffing" about to 
go and serve the Tourist Board. We can show people that 
we run our own affairs; we run the Union to compare with 
any other in the Caribbean. We get money for workers,and 
the Government is not associated withus; so when i t  comes 
to legislation dealing with these matters, it is  not a 
question that we are  begging for anything, wehave a direct 
interest in it; the Wages Council is to deal with such wor- 
kers who may not be in the Union; and we cannot inet all 
the employers with whom you can deal. 

Mr. Speaker, there a re  workers in this Island for 
whom we cannot meet all the employers - for instance the 
porters in Roebuck Street - but we still agree to wages 
because some of the employers a re  not tied to the Organ- 
isation. When we approach an ernpbyer and he tells us 
he is not in the Organisation, that does not prevent us from 
going into the store where his workers a re  organised and 
saying that we do not agree withcertainthings. A man was 
dismissed from the firm of the hon. junior member for 
Christ Church, and we went and said that we did not agree 
with the reasons for his dismissal. There a re  men at the 
Rum Refinery and in other businesses, who come within the 
provisions of theshops Act, but we stillput a different wage 
for the man who comes under theshops Act because we say 
it should be more. As an example, we asked a business 
place which is employing a porter under the Shops Act for 
$20 a week for the employee, but the employer offered the 
Union $18, which means that it was $2 more than what the 
minimum was; but it does not mean that where the Union 
was not negotiating that there should be minimum of less 
than $16, nor does it mean that when the workers become 
organised that that should be the minimum. We would not 
begin to negotiate at $16; we would take into consideration 
that a man was working for so many years, the profits of 
the business and so on. 

Where nothing exists for a group of workers, a Wage 
Council can be a means of making workers become more 
conscious of their own organisation. With regard to what 
the hon. senior member said he read in the newspapers 
this morning, I will say that 1 know it is true; but it is a 
g o d  thing when these things happen. There is a Biblical 
injunction, Mr. Speaker, which says that without the shed- 
ding of blood there is no redemption. That has a very strong 
meaning for workers; because i f  workers a re  not prepared 
to make some sacrifice, they a re  not going to make any pro- 
gress. That is what they get because the workers in the 
store do not want to have an organisation of their own, to- 
gether with the representation to which they are  entitled. 
They want to be free riders, and politicians must wine to 
the House of Assembly and pass things for them; but we 
cannot police them. 

What Order is this amendment going to allow the Min- 
ister to make? That is the point Iwould like explained; and 
that is why I say that discussion with the Minister on this 
would reveal that, in amending the Act, you should see what 
the Wages Council Act in England says; and, if it does not 
give enough flexibility, let us provide it. As it stands, there 
can be a hiatus just as  therewas a hiatus in the Shops pro- 
posals to the Government in which nothing has been done 
by the Gwernment. 

Those are  my views on this matter; and I am quite pre- 
pared for all that the Minister has to say about me apan 
from the vulgarities. My back is quite thick and I will tell 
him that I am ready for him at any time. 



Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I shall be very brief 
in my reply. I hope not to make the same mistake as the 
hon. member, rambling all over, vilifying and abusive as 
usual. The position, as I stated earlier, is that we found 
difficulty in implementing this Act. 

As a resul! of our havingto return to the Wages Coun- 
cil which sat and considered wages for people w o r M  in 
the garment industry, and as a result of their returning to 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee with the same re- 
commendations, it became necessary for us to a d  the 
Act. I pointed out that the amendments are simple; es- 
pecially the one which reduces the period within which the 
recommendations must be made in the Press and in the 
Official Gazette, The other amendment is very important 
in that the legal adviser has made it clear to us that when 
a recommendation is made by the Wages Council, it is the 
duty of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to make an 
Order since the Act says that the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee shall make the Order. 
5.15 p. m. 

I said that these workers were not represented by any 
Union; and I am going to make my position clear again, if 
the bon. member does not understand what I said on sev- 
eral occasions. This Ministry is not dictated to by any 
whims or fancies of his; and I am not prepared to be con- 
trolled by him as he controLs all theothers over there. As a 
matter of fact, I am controlled in this capacity as a mem- 
ber of this House by the electors of this island; and the 
electors in St. Michael in particular. I see no other boss. 

We have always made it clear that whoever workers 
were not represented by any organisation, we would set up 
Wages Councils. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, I rise on a point of order. This 
is a Wages Council Bill; and you have set up a W- 
Council dealing with somebody in the garment industry. 
U the Hon. Minister does not know, when the Wages Coun- 
cil Act was introduced, it was sent to the Barbados Work- 
ers Union first. 

Hon. M. E. COX: The intent and purpose of this Act 
is to provide some measure of representation for workers 
who are not represented by any organisation whatsoever. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Yes. We agreed to the Act as it was. 
Therefore, if the Act is going to tbeamended, are we ask- 
ing too much to let us know what the amendments are all 
about? That is why you sent it to us in the first instance, 

Hon. M. E. COX: I am saying that the intent and pur- 
pose of the Act is to provide a measure of representation 
for persons who are not organised in any organisation in 
the island. The hon. member knows that, Thathas been the 
principle and policy of the Government hong ago. 

The position as pointed out in this particular case, is 
that there is no representation for thesepeople; therefore, 
the Governmem set up a Board of Enquiry into this gar- 
ment industry to investigate the wages and conditions of 
work of the workers; and after the Board investigated, the 
findings of the Board were that it was necessary to set 
W a Wages  Council for it because the wages paid in many 
respects were ridicubusly low. As a result of that, a 
Wages Council was set up. 

Before I point out to this House that, speakhg for my- 
self8 I would have no objection to submitting something to 
the Union because, as far as we are concerned, much as 
the hon. member has tried to sever the connections be- 
tween the Labour Party and the Barbados Workers' Union, 
we still have a high regard for the Union and still appre- 
ciate it and we still give it 1 0 6  support. I want that to be 
clearly understood ...... (Mr. WAKOTT: W e  are not run- 
ning any candidates.) 

W e  still know that in the case of labour legislation to 
H i t  those people, if a majority of members of this 
House do not pass that legislation, it wi7.l never be tbe 
law of the -land. I suppose, 0s the hon. member is an in- 
dejmdent, that be can get a lot of things passed! 

In the setting up of a Wages Council for this industry, 
it was comprised of representatives of employers, repre- .r; 
sentatives of the workers and also independent represen- 
tatives. This is how it was comprised: three members b 
from the Barbados Workers' Union..... . 

1 Mr. WALCOTT: I rise on a point of order. T k r e  is 
no point in wasting tirne. The point which we are talking 
about is not the constitution of the Council with respect to I the garment industry; w e  are talktngabout the W a g e s  Coun- , cil Act. W e  are saying that the amendment is one in whicb 
we of the Union feel that we should be consulted. This is 
an amendment which you are now introducing, and you did 
not treat us in the same way as we were treated when the 
original Act was introduced. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Sir, I am still going to say what I 
was prepared to say. The Wages Council for people in the 
garment industry was comprised of three members of the 
Barbados Workers' Union...... 

Mr. SPEAKER: Those are people to consider and fur- 
nish proposals. That has nothing to do withthe amendment 
to the Act as such. Am I right? 

Hon. M. E. COX: I am dealing with the Wages Council 
Act and the amendment, It is around that which this debate 
is centred. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That Council dealt with theproposals. 
That is nothing to do with the amendment to the Act as 
such. 

Hon. M, E. COX: The amendment arose out of that. 

Mr. WALCOTT: The hon. member is calling names. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I am not calling names. 

Mr. WALCOTT: He has called a number of people. 

Hon. M. E. COX: The composition of the Board was 
as follows:- 

Mr. SPEAKER: Was that Board considering a provi- 
s b n  of the proposed amendment to the Act? 

Hon. M. E. COX: That Board dealt with the shirt and 
garment industry and made recommendations. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think I know, just as well as other 
people in Barbados, that the composition of that Board can 
only deal with the preparation of certain proposals in a 
specific industry on a specific thing, but this House is now 
considering an amendment to the Wages Council Act; there- 
fore the composition of that particular Board has abso- 
lutely nothing to do with this amendment. I am positively 
certain about that. 

Hon. M. E. COX: U Your tbnour rules that way, I am 
always willing to obey the Chair. The hon. senior rnem- 
ber for St. Peter said just now in a portion of his speech - 
and I hope Your Honour will allow me to deal with that - 
that the Union protested against the recommedations made 
by the Wages Council which was set up for the garment and 
shirt industry. I must confess that I am ignorant of any pro- 
test which was made. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Does the hon. member mean that I 
write a protest? 

Mon. M. E. COX: The b n .  member knows that it is 
within my province to know; it is something which comes 
under my Ministry. He does not really understand thorolrgh- .r, 
ly what the constitutional position is. Under the new pro- 
posals which we will try to implement in a short tirne from 
now, reference is going to be made to the Governor-in- 
Executive Gumnittee because we have agreed not to c m  
that. W e  have agreed to allow Governor-in-ExecutiveCom- 
mittee to remain, but Governor-in-Executive Committee 
will not be quite tht same as  under the old set W. More 
albhoriry will be delegated to the Ministers in that,-at pre- 
sent, there is no delegation of subsidiary legislation under 



17 

LI 

the present constitution; whereas, under the new set UP* 
delegation so far as this is concerned will be the case. 
5.25 p.m. 

1 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this letter is dated the 13th Nov- 
ember, 1958. It is signed by the Secretary of the Wages 
Council and it deals with the Wages Regulations Proposals. 
This is what it says:- 

'- Shirt and Garment Wages Council established 
by virtue of the Wages Council (shirt and Garment Manu- 
facture) Order, 1958, made under Section 3 (2) of the Wages 
Council Act, 1955, having investigated the industrial con- 
ditions prevailing as  respects the workers and employers 
in the garment Mustry and being unanimously agreed now 
hereby give notice of its intention to submit wages regu- 
lations proposals to theGovernor-in-ExecutiveCommittee 
in accordaxe with the provisions of the Wages Councils 
(Notices) Ftegulations, 1956, made under Section 11 0) of 
the Wages Council Act, 1955. 

2 Copies of the Wages Regulation P ~ O P O S ~ ~ S  may be 
obtained from the Secretary, Shirt and Garment Wages 
Council C/o Labour Department, Wharf, Bridgetown. 

The Shirt and Garment Wages Council shall consider 
any written representations with respect to the Wages 
Regulations Proposals within a period of thirty days from 
the 17th November, 1958. Any such representation should 
be sent to thesecretary of the Wages Council at the address 
satad hv%" 

Mr. Speaker, this is the Report of the findings of the 
Secraary of the Council. This took place on the 8th May, 
1959 and thts is what it says:- 

'Pear Sir, ...... '* 
Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. The 

hon. member has no right, during the course of his reply, 
to raise something which is a new matter. The hon. m m -  
ber is now reading something which he is reading for the 
first time. Why should he deal with that naw?Any hon. mem- 
ber who introduces a Bffl can only reply to thi1'43s which 
have been raised; and nobody raised any new matters. If 
the hon. member is dealing with a report in connection 
with the garment industry he should have said that at the 
beginning. If he wanted to do that ...... 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will have to check on that. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I am quoting this re- 
port so as to point out that the hon. member was mislead- 
ing. This is what was written on the 8th May, 1959. 

"Ihr Sir, 

I am directed by the Chairman of theSNrt and Gar- 
ment Manufacture Wages  Council to inform You that in 
accordance with Section 11 (3) of the Wages Gxr~ci l  Act, 
1955-41, a notice of Wages Regulations Proposals was pub- 
Ushed in the OfficialGazetteand thevariousSections of the 
local Press on the 12th March, 1959. No written represen- 
tations were made with regard to the Wages Regulations 
Proposals within the period of thirty days stipulated by 
the notice and at a meeting on the 30th April, 1959, the 
Council unanimously agreed to submit the Wages Ref3u- 
lations Proposals in accordance with Section l1 0) of 
the abovenamed Act to the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
rnitme for further actiDn as required by the said Wages 
Council Act. 

I shall be grateful therefore if you would forward to 
the Governor-in-Executive Committse the Wages m- 
lations Proposals as follows:- 

(i) that there should be a minimum wage of $5 per 
week not exceeding forty-two hours or one dollar 
per day applicable to all workers including those 
employed on a weekly as  well as a piece-rate 
basis of hire. 

(ii) that persons holding a certificate of efficiency or 
who have completed twelve months' service within 
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a period of eighteen months in an accredited shirt 
factory should be paid a minimum wage of $7 per 
week not exceeding forty-two hours or $1.44 per 
day applicable to all workers including those em- 
ployed on a weekly as well as a piece-rate basis 
of hire. Any period shall be taken into account in 
computing the aggregate twelve months but the 
onus of proof of such service to rest with the work- 
e r  with assistance from the Labour Commissioner 
should circumstances demand. 

(iii) that minimum wages should be rigidly applied to 
any organisation engaged in the manufacture of 
shirts and garments irrespective of size." 

That is the Report, Mr. Speaker, and this is the first 
time I have heard of any protest. What I am saying now is 
this: The Cabinet decided that these minima were too low 
and referred the matter back to the Wages Council with 
a view to having a revision. One of the arguments we 
thought that could have been used by the same Wages 
Council was the fact that, in-as-much as the cost of 
living has risen over thc last few years after the last 
salary revision and the Government gave a cost of 
living for government employees of $2.08 per week, 
that would have been the point by which the Council would 
have been guided in increasing the wages. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of detail; that is 
nothing to do with this stage. I think that that is a matter 
which could be very easily ferreted out when the House is 
in Committee. 
5-35 p.m, 

Hon. M. E. COX: Ican assure you that I would not have 
referred to it, but since it was referred to and since a lot of 
play was madeof this whole thing, and also of the Shops Act, 
I should make the Government's position clear. It is all well 
and good for a member to come here and try to make the 
public believe that he has done this and that and the Gov- 
ernment has done nothing. 

Mr. WALCOTT: On a point of order. If that was the 
hon. member's intention in introducing the Shops Order, 
I am sensibleenoughto know, ifhedoes not know, that when 
the Government sets up a Wages Council it has nothing to do 
with the Government. We protested what thewages Council 
did; and if the hon. member says that we protested, the 
Act says that anybody canprotest. Ifthehon. member wants 
to come here and say that he is responsible for negotiating 
wages for the people in the shirt industry,let Nm say it. 
All 1 am saying is that we protested and he heard the pro- 
tests. He knows this is not the first time he heard me say 
on the floor of this House that we protested against the 
S5 a week. 

Hon. M. E. COX: All that has been made clear to the 
House, so I am not arguing about that. I want to say, Mr. 
Speaker, that this Bill hinges upon the Wages Council in 
this particular industry, and that is  why it is here. If when 
we sent back the recommendations for Shop Assistants of 
$10 for females and $13.50 for males the same thing had 
applied as applies in this case, we would have had to come 
to this House of Assembly to get the Act amended. W e  re- 
fused to make an Order on the recommendations made in 
the case of Shop Assistants; and they reconsidered the 
matter and went to $12 and $16 respectively; therefore it 
was unnecessary to come here with the amendment at that 
time, because there must be some flexibility. 

I must say before I sit down that we are not compdng 
against the Union. The hon. member referred to the Hotel. 
Workers and what we did after we had finished tlre Shops 
Order. Some of these workers come to us from time to 
time and tell us of their unhappy plight, because, after all, 
we are their representatives. My Ministry wrote the Union 
saying that it had under consideration setting up a Wages 
Council for these workers and asked their opinion. The 
Union wrote back say% that the Government need not 
do anything because theunion and the Hotel a d  Catering 
Associating weregettingtogether; so we said 'Q.IG'* W e  
do not want to interfere where the Trade Union is repre- 
senting the people; because; I repeat, the Trade Union is 
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Mr. SPEAKER. This is not the occasion to argue for 
the merits or demerits of it. 

serving a useful purpose in this island. We have had to 
build ~ t ;  long before the Trade Union we were a political 
party; so we conslder the Trade Union as Part and Parcel 
of the whole exercise; and that has been stated from plat- 
form to platform for years. It 1s only recently that the 
break-away Katanga Province.. .... (Mr. WALCCTI"I' Do me 
like they did Lumumba; and Katanga is the richest part 
of the Congo). That is the posltlon, Slr, and we do not 
want to interfere where the Trade Unlon. ..... 

hlr. WALCOTT: On a point of order. No question of 
interference ever entered my speech. He does not listen, 
so he cannot reply. What I s a d  in relation to the hotel m- 
dustry was that when the Government asked US to set up 
a Wages Council, he informed them that this WOW of 
workers was organised, b u ~  in addition to that we took the 
opportunity of informing the Minister that we were of the 
opinion that Instead of setting up a Wages Council in Bar- 
bados, the stage had been reached when the Government 
should set up a Committee to recommend a minimum wage 
for Barbados, and that is where the point was ralsed. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I should like to tell the hon. member 
that we do not agree with that. We had a hlinimurn Wage 
Bill on the Statute Book for years in the Forties' and 
everybody knows that. 

Hon. M. E. COX: That has been repealed and the Wages 
Council has been substituted in its place. Are you going to 
fix a minimum wage for everybody in the island?(Mr. 
WALCOTT: What is  wrong with that?) However, Mr. 
Speaker, I think I have answered the points raised by the 
hon. member. All I have to say is that as far as  I am con- 
cerned, as long as I am able ...... 

- - 
.4, 

Provided further that M o r e  any such amended pro- 
posals are  re-submitted to thebernor-in-Executive * 
Committee the procedure laid done in subsection (3) 
of this section shall apply except that theperiod within 
reprc, xntations on the amended proposals may be sent 

b 

to the Wages Council may be  reduced to foumen days; 
and that where proposals are so re-submit&, the 
l& proceedings shall be had thereon a s  in the case of 
the original proposals. 

The date to be so specified shall be a date subsequent to 
the date of the order, and where, as respects any w o r k  
who is paid wages at intervals not exceeding seven days, 
the date so specified does not correspond with the begin- 
ning of the p e r i d  for which t k  wages are  paid, the 
order shaU, as respects that worker, become effective 
a s  from the beginning of the next such period f o w i n g  
the date specified in the order." 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that 
Clause stand part. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that. 
v 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, what I was en- 
deavouring to explain to the member is that a Wages 
Council is not anythmg that the Trade Union or anybody 
would want to disagree with. You are  deleting the word 
"shall" and substituting the word "may", but what I am 
wintina out to the hon. member is that if we had been 
consult& on this, we wohd have shown him where, under 
this amendment, the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
did not have power to make an Order. W h t  I am pointing 
out is that you have power further to amend this if they 
played the tool. It lt had reached the stage where it re- 
quired the Govenor-in-Executive Committee to act and you 
met the Union, we would tell you that you should have power 
to make an Order i f  you sent it back to the Wanes Council 

I hlr. WALCO'IT: You have not yet answered my ques- so many times and they refused. 

tion. I asked you what is going to happen when you take 5.45 p.m. 

out the word "shall" and use the word 'hay". How are  
you going to reach finality? 

The quest ion that this  Bill be now read a second I it. 

We objected. I do not know what happened at the 
Labour Department, but the hon. member heard from me 

M* E* 'OX: The member knows that this is 
only to give a little more latitude to the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee so that it can refer thematter again. 
If, for instances a matter is referred a second Or third 
time a s  the case may be and nothing is done, then it is 
left to the Government take such as it 
necessary in the interest of the people concerned. 

on that matter when it was proposed and published that 
these people were to get $5.00 a week; and it was drawn 
to my when we made submissions that this wage 
proposal was not wing through I was aware that the 
Labour Department wrote me back. I do not want the Hon. 
~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~  to say that we are this fuss ad have 
not made any objection. W e  s m > h  against it on platforms; 
kept meeting and told the people that we did not agree to 

On the motion of Hon. M .  E .  COX S: conded by Hon. 

D. D. GARNER. Mr. SPEAKER left  the Chair and the 
House went  into Committee on the Bil l ,  Mr.  BRk'AiVbeing 
in the Chair. 

time w a s  put and reso lved  in the affirmative without 

d iv i s ion .  

Clause 1 w a s  called and passed .  

I may also say that work by a Wages Council is very 
secretive. A member of a Wages Council cannot come 

Clause  2 was  called.  It reads a s  follows: 

2. Subsection (4) of section eleven of the principal Act 
is hereby repealed and the following subsection substi- 
tuted therefor - 

"(4) Where the Governor -in-Executive Committee 
receives any wages regulations proposals, he may make 
an order (hereinafter in this Act referred to as a '%ages 
regulation order") giving effect to the proposals as from 
such date as  may be specified in the order: 

Provided that the Governor-in-Executive 
may, if he thtnks fit, refer the proposa;ls back to the 
Wages Councfl and the Wages Council shall there- 
tgmn reconsider them having regard to any obser- 
vations made by the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee, and may, if he thinks fit, re-submit the pro- 
posals to the Governor -in-Execdve Committee either 
without aIllendment or with such amendments as  it 
thinks fit having regard to those observations: 

back to tell you anything that tlas been done. The repre- 
sentatives of the Union on Wages Councils are dot repre- 
sentatives like representatives who go to negotiate with 
someone; tberefore, we of the Union do not get any repons 
as  regards what a Wages Council is doing. The information 
which a member of a Wages Council gets k something which 
he cannot divuJge. 

Now, as regards this amendment, the word "shall" 
only gives you the right; the word "may" does not give 

* 
you the right to make an order. If they send it back to 
you again in the same way a s  at the first, you can cb 
nothing. (Hon. M. E. COX: We are  aware of that.) For me, 
the important thing to do is to be able, if you send it back 
to them the second time just as  you did at first. to make 
them agree to it. It should be just a s  how you have some 
legislation on the Statute Book. U you refer something to 
a Body and that Body refuses to act as you have said, you 
sbould be able to make an order. 

When the Hon. Minister talks of "Governor-in- 
Exbcutive Committee", that is only the Cabinet MMmxs, + 
the Attorney General, the Chief Secretary or  some other 
official in that capacity; therefore, thc Goverwr-in- 
Executive Committee now, is the Cabinet. As far as kg- 
islation is c a n a r d ,  a Wages GnmcilOrder is not a thing 
in which the Governor-in-Executive Comminee has a say. m 
Therefore, if you a re  gotug to send down an order or if 
you do not agree to send down an order, the whole EXOCU- 
tive Committee has to agreeto what you say. Tht Goverwr 



says that he is taking advice when it comes to legislation; 
that is why I say it is thc Minister and not the whole 
Cabinet. 

* 
A s  I have said, this amudrnent does not give the 

Minister the power to make anorder. If I am not mistaken, 
dealing with the nationalised industries in Englhd, there 
are some clauses which say that the Minister can have 
the power to submit certain things, and he is also given the 
power to do certain things; and in thefinal analysis he has 
the right to say what those things should be. How are you 
going to stop the hiatus by this amendment? That is why 
I say that when it comes to matters like this, you should 
have had consultation with the Union. My contention all 
abng, was that, as  it was labour Legislation we, of the 
Union, should have ban consulted. What the Hon. Minister 
of Labour does not seem to understand is that these are 
workers whom you are talking abut. You are talking 
about peogle in the garment industry and this amendment 
is going to apply to any worker for whom you are going 
to set up a Wages Council. I repeat, that in the same way 
that the Union was consulted at the beginning, when tbe 
principal Act was brought down, we of the Union should be 
consulted now. 

Do not let the Hon. Minister worry about the separa- 
tions of the Union from the Barbados Labour Party; you 
have separations with your wife and family sometimes. 
The Ministers of the Government cannot run their  in- 
istries and the Union too. U the Hon. Minister is running 
his Ministry, I am running the Workers' Union. W e  are 
running our affairs; and we say that we should have been 
consulted on the basis that this a legislation dealing with 
workers. If you bring legislation down as regards the putthg 
up of a sugar factory, we do not quarrel and say that you 
should tell us about it before you brought it down. All w e  
say is that if you are bringing down labour legislation that 
you should treat us in the same way as you treat I.L.O. 
Send it to us. We feel that is as it should be. 

The question that Clause 2 stand part was  put and 
resolved in the affirmative without division. 

On motion of Hon. M. E .  COX, seconded by Hon. 

D. D. GARNER, Mr. CHAIRhl4N reported the pass ing 

of the Bill in Cornnittee. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported ac -  

cordingly. 
5.55 p.m. 

On motions of Hon. M. E. COX,seconded by Hon. 

D. D. GARNER in each case ,  the Bill was  read a third 
time and passed.  

PUBLIC OFFICERS LOAN AND TRAVELLING 

ALLOWANCES (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I am asking leave to 
take Order No. 4 as the next Order of the Day. 

There being no objection, leave  was  granted the 

Minister. 
Mr. SPEAKER: The next order of theDay stands in the 

name of the Hon. Premier:- To move the second reading 
of a Bill to amend the Public Officers Loan and Travelling 
Allowances Act, 1948. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMW: Mr. Speaker, the ob- 
ject of this Bill is to amend the Public Officers Loan 
and Travelling Allowances Act, 1948, in order that the 
facilities thereby created will be extended to people in the 

p lower grades of the service such as Postmen, Deputy 
Marshals and people of that sort. The Bill seeks to amend 
the Act in two respects; in the first place, by deleting 
the word "motor" appearing in Section 3 and in the second 
place by extending the definition of the expression "ve- 
hicle" in Section 2. I beg to move that this Bill be now 
read a second time. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I am in agreanent with the 
principle of this Bill; I feel that a very deserving class of 
workers like the Postmen have been in need of assistance 
for some time. However, I would be glad if the Premier 
would say how much loan is to be granted and what allow- 
ance there will be for maintenaace purposes given to 
Postmen in so far as autocycles or bicycles are con- 
cerned. This is a very commendable act, but I want to 
be certain that the amount for the Postmen and those who 
are called upon to travel in the lower grades will derive 
real benefits and not artificial benefits. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. SpealPer, as far as 
motor cars a n  concerned - I presume that the rates will 
apply to motor cycles as well, alldepending upon the mile- 
age travelled. It is suggested that for thefirst two hundred 
miles the rate should be 28 cents per mile, for an additional 
150 miles, 8 cents a mile, and over 350 miles, 7 cents per 
mile. With regard to autocycles, for the first two h- 
dred miles, the rateis ninecentsper mile, for an addition- 
al 150 miles, three cents per mile and any mileage over 
350 miles, two cents a mile. 

As regards the loans, the maximum loan inrespect of 
motor cars is $3,000; in the case of motor cycles, $1,000; 
autocycles $450; and bicycles, $155. In no case should the 
ban exceed the cost of the vehicle. There is the usual Bill 
of Sale, Insurance and the maximum period of the ban. 

The question that this &l1 be now read a second time 
was  put and re so l ved in  the affirmative without d iv is ion.  

On mot im  o f  Hon. Dr. H .  G. H. CUMMINS, seconded 
by Hon. M .  E. COX, Mr. SPEAKER left  the Chairandthe 

House went into Conniittee on the Bil l ,  Mr. BRYAN being 
in the Chair. 

Clauses 1 and 2 were called and passed.  

Clause 3 w a s  called and passed.  

On the motion of Hon. Dr. H. C. H .  CUMMINS second- 

ed by Hon. M.E. COX, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the pass ing 
of the Bill in Committee, and Mr. SPEAKER resumed the 
Chair and reported accordingly. 

On the separate motions of Hon. Dr. H. G .  H .  CUM- 
MINS seconded in each case  by Hon. ,U. E. COX, the Bill 

was r e d  a third time and passed.  

ADJOURNMENT 

The Order Paper having been fixed. 

Mon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that this 
House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 21st February, 1961 
at 12 noon. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that. 

INTER-GOVERNMENT CONFERENCE 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, in agreeing withthe ad- 
journment, although it would seem a bit unusual, I would 
like on this occasion to say that for once the Pnmier of 
Barbados said something on behalf of Barbadians that 
sounded very good, or looked very good to read, w b n  h 
Trinidad he let it be known that if Barbados could not attend 
the Inter-Governmental meeting, it had a right to say so. 
I think it is time that thosewho speak on behalf of Barba- 
dos would give a little bit of resilience in their speech, so 
that people would ham a little more respect for us. Our 
position in the Caribbean seems to have been slipp* and 
they believe all Barbadians have become subsemiem to the 
Federation; and because the Leader of tbe Labour Party 
was made Prime Minister of the West Indies, they feel that 
Barbadians must be subservient in every other matter. I 
was very plcased indeed to see that the Premier had rbe 
courage to say in Trinidad that Barbados isrun by Barba- 
dians and we w i l l  m bepushed around. I welcome that; and 



I would like the Barbados Government tc understand that 
Barbados is run by Barbadians; and thatthoseof us on this 
side of the Table are Barbadians and will not be pushed 
around. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I am afraid, Mr. Speaker, that the 
hon. member may has lost sight of oneor two aspects of the 
matter. It is quite true ...... 

hlr. SPEAKER: The b n .  senior member for St. Peter 
just rose on the Adjournment to make a wmplimentary re- 
mark which was on the Adjournment proper, a d  which I 
permitted; but I will not allow any debate to lead to a criti- 
cism of what the Premier did in Trinidad. I just would not 
for one single moment allow any debate that would be dero- 
gatory to what the Premier did in Trinidad; that is mt be- 
fore the House. I allowed the congratulatory remarks by the 
hon. senior member for St. Peter to thepremier, but I will 
not allow anything else to smear its decorum and introduce 
a noteof sourness; that is quiteunnecessary a d  has nothing 
to do with this House at this present stage. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I think you are anticipating what I did 
not intend to say. What I am suggesting, Mr. Speaker, is that 
all of us are most enthusiastic and anxious to commend any 
indication on the part of Barbados in demanding respect 
from our Federal colleagues; but at the same time, Mr. 
Speaker, in expressing our appreciation of any suchstand, 
one has to bear in mind that you cannot be wrong and strong. 

a 
Mr. SPEAI(ER: What is? 

a 
Mr. CRAWFORD: You have to wait and W. A decision 

which is founded on an indefensible position is to be corn- 
mended. 

b 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is now talking on a 
subject I do not know of. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: So was tht hon. senior mmber for 
St. Peter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Oh, no! The hon. senior member for 
St. Peter in forthright language spoke congratulating tb 
Mon. Premier on his stand at the recem imer -Governmental 

I talks in Trinidad. That was simple, plain, and I W v e  
earnest. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Of course, I am surehe was earnest, 
but let us say this f m  the congratulatory remarks by 
the hon. member for St. Peter might not have been men- 
tb& at all if he were fully aware of the facts involved. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The b. member is now out of order. 
The question that this House do  now adjourn until 

Tuesday,  21s t  February, a t  l 2noon  was  put and resolved 
in the affirmative without division, and Mr. S P E A K E R  ad- 

journed the House accordingly. 
6.15 p.m. 




