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SESSION 1961 

Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly 
met at 12 o'clock (noon) today. 

- < 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

PRESENT 

The Petition was taken as  read. 

Mr. TALMA entered the House and took his seat.  

H i s  Honour Mr. K .  N .  R. HUSBANDS, (Speakerh 
Mr. J .  E. T .  BRANCKER, (Leader of the Opposition); 
Hon. Dr H .  G . H .  CUIWINS. C.B.E.,M.D., C.M.,(Pre- 
rnierk Hon. M .  E. COX, (Minister of Trade, lndustry and 
Labour); His Honour Mr. L. E. &TB, J.P., (Deputy 
Speaker); Hon. R. G.  MAPP, (Minister of  Communications, 
Works and Housing); Mr. F .  C. GODDARD; Hon. F .  E. 
MILLER, (Minister of Social Services); Hon. R D. GAR- 

/ NER, (Mnister o f  Agricultur9. Lands and Fisheries& 
Mr. C .  B.  SEARLES; Hon. L. ST.A. THORNE, (16nister 
of Education); Mr. T .  W .  MILLER end  Mr. J .  W .  CORBIN. 

Prayers were read 

MINUTES 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the House 
that tk Mimnm of the Meting which was held on the 14th 
February, 1961, have been primed and circulated amongst 
hon. mmbers. Unless &we be any objection, thoseMinutes 
will be takan as read a d  confirmed.(Afta  a pauseh There 
being m objection, those Minutes are now taken as read 
Pad confirmed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 

3 Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I have the 
b u r  to p m n t  Message No. 4/1961 from His Excellency 
tbc Governor forwarding t k  Draft Estimates of Revenue 
mi Expenditure for the year 1961-62. 

PAPERS LAID 

Hon. R. G. W P :  Mr. Speaker, I am commanded to 
lay Statement showing Post Office Advances for the pay- 
ment of Money Orders to 31st &amber, 1960. 

F PETITION 
Mr. GODDARB Mr. Speaker, I beg to present a Peti- 

tion from a formed Comrnim asking this House 
to incorporate t h  Barbados National Trust. The Petition 

% 
is worded, and I ask that it be t akn  as read. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Government Notices were given as  f~1lows:-  

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMN: Resolution to place the 
sum of $5,273,876 at the disposal of the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee to meet expenditure to be incurred 
during the Financial Year 1961-62 on Capital Works in- 
cluded in the Estimates 1961-62, Part I1 - CapitaL 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Resolution to approve 
the Annual Estimates of the Port Department annexed to 
the Estimates of the island for the year 1961-62. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Resolution to place the 
surn of $213 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1960-61 Part I - 
Current, as shown in the supplementary Estimate1960-61, 
No. 38, which forms the Schedule to the Resolution. 

Hon. R G. W: Resolution to approve the lease by 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee to Messrs. Central 
Foundry Limited of a parcel of land known as the Dock 
Site in the parish of St. Michael. 

Hon. F. E. MILLER: Resolution to approve the Com- 
pulsory acquisition of an area of land in Speightstown, St. 
Peter, for the purpose of Housing Development and the use 
as a Community Playing Field. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: A Bill to grant a surn of 
money out of the Public Treasury and to appropriate the 
same for the service of the year ending on the 31st of 
March, 1962. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: A Bin to amend the Soil Con- 
servation (Scmhd District) Act, 1958. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Ibegto lay the Oral Re- 
ply to -ion No. 3/1961 asked by the hon junior m- 
ber for St. John regarding negotiations between Govern- 
ment and the Mitcbell Engineering Company, 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: I also beg to lay the fol- 
lowing repUes:- 

Reply to Oral Question No. 4/1961 asked by the hon. 
junior member for St. John regarding the transfer of 
Ordinary Shares by the Barbados Electric Supply Corpora- 
tion to Mitchell Engineering Group Ltd. 



Reply to Oral Question No. 10/1961 asked by the hon. 
senior member for Christ Church regardingtheestablish- 
ment of a Compulsory Insurance Scheme for all types of 
workers. 

Hon. R. G .  MAPP: Mr. Speaker, I begto lay the Reply 
to Oral Question No.18/1961 asked by thehon. junior mem- 
ber for St. Lucy regarding theemploymentof District Post- 
masters and Postmistresses in the Public Service. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice of 
my intention to move the House into Committee of Supply 
at its next meeting in order to consider the Money Resolu- 
tion of which notice has just been given. 

Mr. W A  L C O T T  entered the Heuse  and tack h i s  sea t .  

PRIVATE MEMBER'S NOTICE 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice of a 
Bill to incgrporate the Barbados National Trust In this 
Island with limited Liability. 

Mr. B R Y A N  entered the House and trek hi s  sea t .  

QUESTIONS 

Mr. GODDARD: To enquire of the Hon. Minister of 
Communications, Works and Housing:- 

Is the Minister aware of the need for the extension of 
the Transport Service to include the Rockley New Road? 

If the answer is in the affirmative, will he seek to meet 
the transport needs of domestic employees and school chil- 
dren of the area by providing the following services:- 

6.00 - 9.30 a. m. 
11.00 - 12.00 noon 
4.00 - 8.00 p.m. 

Mr. BRANCKER: To enquireof the Appropriate Minis- 
ter:- 

Will Government take all necessary measures to en- 
sure, at this year 'S local General Elections, Barbadians 
resident in U.K. and U.S.A. will  have opportunity provided 
to cast their votes for said Elections in this Island, by set- 
ting-up requisite machinery forthwith? 
12.25 p.m. 

hlr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, on behalfofmycollea- 
gue, the hon. senior member for St. Lucy, I beg to give no- 
tice of the following question:- 

To enquire of the Hon. Minister of Education:- 

Is it true that the Principal of the Technical Institute 
has resigned? 
2. If true, why has he? 
3. What is the Hon. Minister going to do about it? 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Speaker, I beg to 
move that a Bill to grant a sum of money out of the Public 
Treasury and to appropriatethe same for the service of the 
year ending 31st hlarch, 1962 be now read a first time. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 

The question w a s  put and resolved in the affinmtive 
without division.  

Hon. D. D. GARNER: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that 
a Bill to amend the Soil Conservation (Scotland District) 
Act, 1958, be now read a first time. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg to second that. 

The question was  put and reso lved  in the affirmative 
without division.  

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I keg to nmve that a Bill 4, 

to incorporate the Barbados National ."rust in this Island 
with limited liabilities be now read a first time. -+ 

Mr. TALMA: I beg to second that. ,b 

The questi cn w a s  put and resolved in the ,affinmtive 

without division.  

RESOLUTION OF SYMPATHY r e  DEATH OF 
Mr. PATRICE LUMUMBA 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, before the business of 
the Day is  proceeded with, I should like to ask leave to 
move a Resolution of Sympathy to the widow of Mr. Patrice 
Lumumba, the late Prime Minister of the Congo. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Leader of the House is asking 
leave to move a Resolution of sympathy re the death of Mr. 
Patrice Lumumba. Unless there be any objection, leave 
will be granted. 

The re being no objec t ion,  leave  was granted theHon. '1 
member. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, the Resolution reads 
as follow:- 

"BE IT RESOLVED that this House deplore the tragic 
death of Mr. Patrice Lumumba, PrirneMinister of the Con- 
go Republic and the circumstances surrounding his passing; 

AND FURTHER that this House express its profound 
sympathy with his sorrowing relatives; 

AND FURTHER that a copy of this Resolution be for- 
warded to his widow." 

I am sure, Mr. Speaker, that thewholecivilised world 
is shocked and horrified at themurder of the Prime Minis- 
ter of the Congo. When I heard of it I felt very anxious and 
worried over the fact that, here was a man who had done 
his best to relieve his people from the yoke of slavery 
which the Belgian people had imposed upon them for all 
these years, and after having been able to set these people 

4 
free, apparently some of the stooges of the Belgians in 
addition to some others, had decided to murder him. 

We on this side, although we have not been as out- 
spoken and sympathetic towards the cause of freedom in 
those countries, or  have not perhaps shown it in any tan- 
gible manner, share the views of those in that part of the 
world who deplore the murder of the late Prime Minister, 
Mr. Patrice Lumumba. His death is similar to that in 
Hungary, some years ago, when both Maleter and Nagy 
were murdered; and although I may not say much more on 
this at this stage, I think it is the most brutal, inhuman 
and uncivilised act that could ever have been carried out 
against any individuaL 

We share the sorrows of those whom Mr. Lumumba 
leaves behind; and we would like to assure the House that, 
if in our small way there is anything we can do to bring )?, 
comfort to his relatives, we would most willingly do it. 

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, I beg formally to second 
the motion for the passage of this Resolution. In so doing I 
associate the Opposition entirely with the sentiments ex- 
pressed by the Leader of the House in respect of the un- 
timely and tragic demise of the late Mr. Patrice Lumumba. 
Whether one approves or disapproves of another's politics, 
one feels the same abhorrence when so untimely an end is 
come to by a certainly distinguished and remarkablepublic 9 
figure. 

I do not suppose there could be a stronger or  more 
severe commentary on the inadequacy, the inefficiency o r  
the incompetence of Belgian Colonial administration, than X 

that the affairs in the Congo, after the Belgians have 
cleared out, have come to such a pass. It is clear that all 
the Belgian nation was doing in respect of the Congo was 



- 
providing revenue for the people of Bewum withut, in any 
way, attempting to fit the peopleofthecongo for s e l f - rd ,  
self-government or independence. 

Their interest in the people of the Congo was purely to 
be reckoned in the terms of pounds, shillings and pence; and 
as a result of the condition in which the Belgians left that 
African Territorv. we find not only that chaos is still reign- 
ing supreme, but that this terrible catastrophe has occurred 
in that part of Africawith the imprisonment and the death of 
Mr. Lurnumba. 

We not only on this side express our sympathy-I have 
no doubt my hon. friend, the Hon. Leader of the House, also 
does - with the children of Mrs. Lumumba. I am sure we 
are looking forward to the United Nations fullinvestigation 
which has been promised; andwe are Looking forward to ade- 
quate punishment meted out to those who are responsible 
for the death of so outstanding an African Colonial leader. 

Sir, I am happy to be ,:ssociated withthe passing of this 
'* - Resolution, and with the remarks of the Hon. Minister who 

said that if there was anything which cot& be done for the 
widow and the children, he will do that which is possible. 
If the Hon. Minister will originate something, Ican assure 
him that it will meet with our careful and sympathetic 
consideration. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I would like to associate 
my Party's feelings with the Resolution. The Congo has 
been divided into strife ever since it became independent; 
and we on this side look on any k w g  of a political figure 
for political reasons, M, matter on what side of the fence 
he may belong, withabsolutedismay and horror. As the hon. 
Introducer of the Resolution pointed out, this tragic affair is 
similar to that which happened when theRussians moved into 
Hungary and mowed down people who were striving for 
tlieir independence. Although we did not have a Resolution 
in the House at that time, therels no reason why we shuld 
not have one at this time to express our feelings. 

It is to be hoped that this ~ousewill always wme down 
on the sideof right, and show its disapproval to things which 
are wrong. Public figures should not be so treated as a 
means of putting them away from everyone; and for tbat 
reason I associate myself with the passing of this Resolu- 
tion. 

hlr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I hold different views 
from many hon. members ofthisChamber onthis matter. 1 
feel that this is part of the price which Africans are paying 
for their independence; this is something which is being 
done all over Africa. The British arestilldoing it in parts 
of Africa today; in Kenya t k r e . i s  a man who is held in 
prison by the British and they wil l  hold people like him as 
long as they can. In Algeria, t h e F m h h a v e  done it; and so 
too the Dutchhave done it. Alltho~@ imperialist powers who 
own colonies in Africa have dividd Africa to the extent that 
today the death of Mr. Lumumba is part of thsir policy to 
allow them to hold out as  loog as they and when they 
cannot hold out any bnges, and thayhaveto turn it over to 
the natives, they look forward to tbsenatives w b  capture 

.P the Government as the ones to divide. and rule. 

Sir, I am not going into details because the United 
Nations are going into that aspect of it. We sympathise with 
the passing of this leader and we send our -thy to his 
family. I take this opportunity of emphasising that we in 
these parts have to be careful that r similar thirg w i l l  not 
tale place here, because the power which lndependena 
gives is so wmplete that you can very well  e r s t a n d  
what it means. It means that youmust be nady and witling 
to accept all that it involves; independence is m to 
be cherished and to be cared for, but over which you must - exercise a watchful eye. 

The Belgians did not prepare and allow the people to 
share in what independence really means. They kept the 

- Congolese people ignorant and would meducatethem. It is 
%, a sad wrnmentary for anybody to say of that country. You 

can wunt the number of people of theCongo who are literate 
on your hands and toes, in wwar ison  to the -* 
lions who are illiterate. That is the sort of Itgacy which 

the Belgians have left in that country after giving t k  people 
independence. A s  I have said, the imperialists' policy is 
to divide and rule. 

I do not share the views of the Hon. Leader of the House 
when he says 'We on this side." May be he may mean we 
on this side of the House also, but hon. members on that side 
have not shown much of their willingness to come out and 
take a stand on these things and to make forthright state- 
ments as you ought to have done when the freedom of Jomo 
Kenyatta was taken away. I am on that side when you take 
such action; and when you speak out against dictators, 
whether they are so much to the right, so much to the left 
or so much to the centre. W e  have dictators to the right 
like Franco in Spain, dictators to the left like Khruschev of 
Russia and dictators to the centre LikeSalazar of Portugal. 
All of these things, just as  what was done to Lumumba, are 
what you get coming from the hands of the dictators and the 
imperialist powers. I am on the side of right. It does not 
matter to me who is right but what is right. 

In this sad instance, Mr. Patrice Lumumba was the 
victim of these peculiar circumstances which have arisen 
out of colonial rule and colonial imperialism, and for that 
reason I share the view of those hon. members who have 
sympathised with his relatives; but I say again that this is 
the price which some people have to pay for freedom. 

Mr. CORBIN: Sir, I rise to join in the sympathy ex- 
pressed to Mr. Patrice Lumumba by other speakers who 
have drawn attention to this act of inhuman brutality done 
to Mr. Lumumba and his colleagues. I have heard some hon. 
members make reference to United Nations and different 
places, but I will refer back to thousands of years ago where 
this evil of the enemy was existing. Wherever there is a 
state of goodness trying to rise up for the liberation of the 
people of this world, you find that there is an enormous lot 
of people who perish for it. I remember, Sir, that even 
from old Herod had tried to destroy theLord Jesus Christ 
whom God himself had sent to awaken poor people from un- 
der the bondage of suffering. People were trying to take 
advantage of the poor Congolese nation, not only now, but 
before now. In 1914 when I was in my youthful stage, I 
heard a Frenchman say, when the Belgians were being over - 
run by the Germans, that lots of people rose up and cried 
that the Belgians were receiving what they had handed out 
to other people. 
12.45 p.m. 

He said that the tree of liberty is glad to be grown, but 
it can only be grown when it is watered with the blood of 
tyrants. Whenever disaster is in the world, I hope that the 
United Nations or the League of Nations will join together 
and force that evil out of existence. Wherever you look in 
this world you will see a dark spot and therefore it is evil; 
those who have a keen eye will see it. Whenever there is 
coming into being an independent country, someone will  have 
to give way. I remember that Belgians were nourished from 
the Congo for many years; and now that Mr. Patrice Lu- 
mumba has risen up to give independence to these poor 
people in the Congo, it is the Belgians which are causing 
such disaster. As long as the Belgians are there, there will 
be destruction a l l  the time. They are joining together in 
order to get the poor people back in ignorance. I hope that 
God w i l l  bless the innocent people of the Congo and that they 
wfll unite as a fully democratic people. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: Mr. Speaker, I, like all other 
membus, share the view that it is very unfortunate at this 
stage to have b s t  in Africa a man Wce the late Mr. Lumm- 
ba. We share the view of people of goodwill throughout the 
world. What seems to be for this sideof ttrt Atlantic is that 
Mr. Lumrrmba was of a progressivemind; hehated slavery 
a d  loved liberty and freedom. W e  f e d  at this moment that 
that is the price which any African w i l l  have to pay. 

As you gm back through the a n n b  of Christian socimy 
you will find that Christianity tacks us that aIl civilisa- 
tion is based on sacrifice, and h seems to be a matoar of 
sanmhary sacrifice at that. If Mr. Lumumba i sm of the 
young Africans who lived to SW his blood because of the 
principle of emancipathg fellow Africans, then all I can 
say is: "Mayhens r inpuu r " . I amm afraid tosaytbat 



many years ago I stood onthfloor of this House and fore- 
saw exactly what was going to happen in Africa. Mr. Lu- 
murnba's death is only the beginning of things to come. It is 
only by* sheddingof W that wewi l l  have emancipation. 

While I have great sympathy for Mr. Lumurnba's wife 
and those who are near and dear to him, I am sure this is 
the price whichthe Africans must pay. T k  Imperialists are 
more changed today than they were three hundred years 
ago. We cannot expect to get liberty and freedom easily on 
a gold and silver platter; people must be courageous enough 
to have a principle and tofight, and if needs be, die for that 
principle. It is true that Mr. Lurnumbahas gone one before 
us, but I can assure you, Mr. Speaker, that there are those 
of us who will have to face the question sooner or later if 
things go on as they areeven in these victories. As I see it, 
there is no clear -cut policy even amongst us; and there are 
little groups forming in this Federation who care nothing 
about the progress of their fellowmen; there arethose who 
think in terms of depression, and they will sacrifice a na- 
tion in order to satisfy their desire. It is well known that 
they feel that they want to be the "I"; they will sacrifice 
God knows whom. 

Those who think of progress for posterity in our time, 
hate to be assassinated and murdered, but we are conscious 
of the fact that just as Christ on Calvary had to pay the 
price, anyone who wants emancipation and liberty and to see 
our fellowmen rise up to the standard of civilised people, 
must pay the price. I have searched the Christian religion 
and I see no alternative. I stand between God and this House 
of Assembly and I say that the highest authrity tells me 
that without the shedding of hlocd there willbe m emanci- 
pation. W e  have great sorrow of heart to think that this 
young man did not have the chance of doing for his country 
what he intended to do for it. Perhaps that young man was 
very much misunderstood, but what man with a principle 
will not be misunderstood? 

If you are going to kow-tow, be weak-kneed and have 
no strong convictions, nobody thinks anything about you. I 
prefer to be a controversial character and let people know 
where I stand, rather than be weak-kneed, apologetic and 
try to please everybody, because you cannot do that. We, in 
this part of the Western Hemisphere, must takeintrospec- 
tion and see if we are doing the right thing. 

A s  we stand today, on the threshold of independence in 
the West Mies, let us look around and see these small 
minds, these bigoted idiots who, for thesakeof thnselves 
and their own personality will destroy anybody. That would 
not do any good; and when it begins to show its ugly head, 1 
cannot say what is going to happen in the West Indies. 
12.55 p.m. 

I am not going to speak any longer because I think 
everybody in Barbados knows that on this question I can 
speak for a year. I do not speak here superficially. My 
heart is in Africa unlike some people. I believe in my 
root, and my roots are in Africa. History tells me that 
my fore-parents were brought from there, and I love my 
mother. I therefore make no apology. I do not lmow if I 
came from the Congo, Ashanti or Ghana, but I do know that 
my roots are in Africa. 

I do not care how many LumMlbas are killed or bow 
many connivances are carried out by the Udted Nations, 
but there fsonezhhgIamabhelysureof; and-I 
am dead and gone, I am sun that my children and my 
children's chiMrm will wf l l  see an absolutely free and 
redeemed Africa, just as you have an absolutely free and 
redeemed United States of America. No man, nopower, no 
daernm and m, otomicbombcanstopthatfrom 
Only God will move. Kin Lummnba, kUI Nkrumah, a 
anybody, but God marches on. (Cheers.) 

Mr. SPE- Hw. members wi l l  show their assem 
to this Resolution by standing for orre minrds. 

Hon. msmberr s w o d  fer one minute. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, W o n  you call ths 
firm Order of tk Day, I beg to move thar Orders Nos. 1 

l * 
and 2 under Government Business be exempted from the 
provisions of Standing Order No. 5. 

.+ 
Hon. D. D. GARNER: I kg to second that. 

h 
The question w a s  put and reso lved  in the  affirmative 

without division.  

Mr. SPEAKER. Order No. 1 stands in the name of the 
Hon. Leader of the House to move the House into Commitee 
of Supply. 

COMMlTTEE OF SUPPLY 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that 
Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go 
into Committee of Supply. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that. 

The question was  put and reso lved  in the affirrmtive 

without d iv i s ion,  and Mr. SPEAKER l e j i  the (7iair and 
the House went into Committee o f  Supply,  Mr. RRYAN 

k i n g  in the Chair. -V 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1960-61 No. 37 

Head XVI - Prisons  - w a s  called 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, under 
Item 29, Prisoners Earning Scheme, I think it is very 
well known that this scheme exists at the Prisons. The 
amount voted in the Estimates has been nearly spent, and 
this is a supplementary estimate to carry on that work. 
The Minister concerned will give further details. I for- 
mally beg to move that Head XVI - Prisons - stand part. 

Hon. F. E. MILLER: I beg to second the motion. It 
will be remembered by members of this House that this 
scheme was started at Glendairy Prison in 1956. The 
rates paid are 12 cents a week, 24 cents, 48 cents and in 
very special cases 60 cents a week. The amount voted 
last year, $2,000, fell short by $662, and deferred pay- 
ments on certain stocks, particularly items for the Can- 4 
teen had to be held over for this year's Estimate. We now 
know what is required to tide over to the end of the year, 
1961; and the amount required now is $525. Any mfor- 
mation further on the details of this scheme I will be 
very happy to give on request from any of the members. 

The question that Head XVI - Prisons - stand part, 
was  put and reso lved  in the affirmative without division.  

HEAD XX - EDUCATION 

Head X X  - Education - w a s  called.  

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMh4INS: Mr. Chairman, Item 21 
is to do with furniture and equipment at Erdiston College. 
The appropiate Minister will give further information. 
I beg to move that Head XX - Education, stand part. 

? 
Hon. L. %.A. THORNJXr I beg to second the motion. 

I want to say that the notes are pretty clear, but if there 
are any questions asked, I will be quite willing to supply 
the answers. 

The question that Head X X  - Education - stand 
part, was  put and resolved in the affirmative without 
division.  

HEAD XXXU - HIGHWAYS AND TRAPGPORT 

Head X X X I  - Highways and Transport - w a s  called. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Mr. Chairman, I think 
it is very well known by members of the House that after 
certain Utility C o w  ham dug up the roads and 
carried out ?h& work, this vote is used for reinstate- 

B 
mmt of t k  rods. The amouut is recoverable. 'Qe Min- 
ister of Highways and Transport will give further infor- 



- 
mation. I beg to move that Head lWaI - w a y s  and 

L Transport - stand Part, 

Hon. R G. MAPP: I beg to second that. 

Mr. BRANCKER. Mr. Chairman, in connection withthe 
reinstatemem of roads excavated by Utility Companies, 
some time ago I raised tbe matter in this House about 
some plan by the Minister in cooperation with the various 
utility Companies, whereby we will not have a particular 
roadsas is still happening, being excavated by one Utility 
Company and then within a very short t h e  after that - per- 
haps a few weeks - to have a n o t k  Utility Company ex- 
cavating the same road. 
1.05 p.m. 

The heads of those companies should be called to- 
gether in conference, or informed by circular, to submit 
to the Minister a list of the roads which they propose to 
excavate. The Minister should say: let mehave a list from 
all the companies of what they are going to do and then let 
me point out to Company A that C m a n y  B is seeking to 

L# 
excavate such and such a road, therefore, let them as far 
as possible do the excavations or the repair work at the 
same time so that the public would not be inconvenienced 
as they certainly are now. 

Another aspect of the matter is this: When the exca- 
vations are completed and the roads restored tonormalcy, 
it very often happens that the restoration is incomplete. 
You may have noticed, Mr. Chairman, that inthe St. J a m  
border where excavations have recently taken place, that 
right across the road in two or threeplaces there is a very 
rough and uneven surface about eighteen inches across. 
That is an indication that even after the restoration has 
taken place, that the job is not complete; therefore, 
whoever is directly responsible for supervision of this 
work might well pay more attention to it. The supervision 
is not as adequate and efficient as it sbuld be and, cer- 
tainly, there is a complete absence of planning. 

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Chairman, speaking on this same 

P item, I am not in a position today to criticise the Govern- 
ment for the bringing down of theResolution. I realise that 
these utility Companies pay for the repairing of the roads; 
but what I would IiketheGovernment to do is to make these 
public utility companies subscribe a certain amount of 
money for the upkeep of these particular roads which they 
have dug up for a certain amount of time. I say that because 
when these roads are repaired, they do not have time to 
mature; and every now and then, you find that the Govern- 
ment has to return to that road and repair it again so as 
to keep it in order. LJtility companies should be put in a 
position where they should contribute to the upkeep of those 
roads for a certain number of years, let us say five or six 
years after they have made excavations to them. By so 
doing, they would be easing the taxpayers. We are using 
the taxpayers' money to keep them in order. I think by 
that way it would be a help to the Government. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Mr. Chairman, in answer to the 
Hon. Leader of the Opposition, I would just like to say that 

P I know of no case, since I made the pronouncement as I 
did to give us reasonable notice in advance of what they 
fntended doing, of one company digging up a road shortly 
after another company had it reinstated. The Director of 
Transport has asked all these companies to give him at 
least six months* notice of their intention todig up a high- 
way in order to do some workor to lay some service; and, 
as  far as I know, since they have been given that notice, they 
have w o r m  along those lines. It is true that in one case 
there has been some deviation because of some unforeseen 
cirsumstances. Howcver, in most cases they have stuck 
to that requiremem. I would beglad if the hon. member can 

F tull me wbere that order has not been complied with so 
that I can bok into the matter. 

Whsn the Departmm of Highways and Transport re- 
- ifmates a pbce of work, it is doneproperly. W e  try to do it 
c> so that ft cm lest. Wedo notdo any patchwork. We so do it 

that y w s  will go by More  it wants repairing again. 

The question h a t  Head X X X I I  stiand part was put 

and resolved in the affirmative without diviqion. 

HEAD XXXTV - ELECTRICAL NPECTWN 

Head XXXIV - Electrical Inspection - was called. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMDS: Mr. Chairman, the item 
under this Head to be deah with is Cost of Living Allow- 
ance. As the Imte sets out, this amount is required to meet 
Cost of Living consequent on the appointment of two addi- 
tional officers in June, 1960. I beg to move that Head 
XXXIV stand part. 

Hon. L. St.A. THORNE: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 

without diusion.  

1.15 p.m. 

Hon. Dr. H.G. H. CUMMINS: I beg to move, Mr. Chair- 
man, that a Resolution for rhe sum of $16,807 do now pass. 

Hon. L. St.A. THORNE: I beg to second that. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass was 
put and resolved in the a f f i m t i v e  without division. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINT: I beg to move that you 
do now report the passing of one Resolution in Committee. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER resumed 
the Chair and reported accordingly. 

On moti a s  of Hon. M. E. COX, seconded by Hon. 

D .  D .  GARNER in each case, the Resolution passed in 

Committee was read a first and second time and agreed to. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY TO GOVERNORS SPEECH 

Mr. SPEAKER. The next Order of the Day stands in 
the name of the Honourable Leader of t k  House:- To 
move the passing of an Address in reply to His Excellency's 
Speech delivered at the opening of the Legislature. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I am asking leave for 
the hon. junior member for St. Joseph to take charge of 
this Order. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
Hon. Leader of the House. 

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Speaker, as hon. members will 
understand, this Order is for the passing of an Address in 
reply to His Excellency the Governor thanking him for 
the Speech which he delivered at the opening of the Legis- 
lature last month. This Address reads as follows:- 

THE HOLBE OF ASSEMBLY 
TO 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR 

The House of Assembly desire to thank Your Ex- 
cellency for the Speech delivered on the occasion of the 
re-opening of the Legislature for the Legislative Ses- 
sion, 1961. 

The House note with satisfaction the financialstability 
and economic advancement of the Island and the many 
Constituthal changes and other matters referred to in 
Your Excellencyss Address and beg to assure Your Ex- 
cellency that all these and other matters submitted to them 
will be given their careful consideration and support, during i the Session. 

l 

I am SW that all hon. members wi l l  congratulate and 
s y m p a w  xfth His EX- for ih m a r s h  innings 



which he enacted when he read the programmeof the Gov- 
ernment for the current year. I think that that Speech 
must have taken His Excellency at least one full hour to 
deliver. There are those who think that that was the hardest 
time he has worked since he was here with us. When one 
considers our constitutional progress, one will  find less 
reasons for using any Head of the Administration in an 
executive capacity; and therefore we think it is essential 
that we should have a Head of the Administration who can 
carry out these other duties with a certain amount of 
decorum and certainly with interest. Let His Excellency 
be assured that we will expect him to take an interest in 
things like this and in other social matters in which he 
seems to be displaying an interest. 

There is one point abut  the Address which I have 
cause for concern; and it is when I recall that in our last 
Address to His Excellency at the opening of the Legis- 
lature, among other things we said that we look forward 
with eagerness to the next Five Year Plan. I think it 
is therefore a cause for concern that we would have to be 
replying again to His Excellency's Speech and the Five 
Year Plan, on which a lot of work must have been done, is 
not yet before us. I think it is oilly right that we should be 
expressing our anxiety to Government on this matter, and 
allowing the Government to say if they would give us any 
firm answer as to when we might expect the Five Year 
Plan. We have noticed that on occasions the Government 
has had to take items out of the proposed Five Year Plan 
and bring them down to the Legislature before the fu l l  
plan is before us. We would therefore like to know how 
soon we w i l l  be able to get this comprehensive plan be- 
cause it is on plans like these that we have to work for the 
development. 

With reference to our constitutional advancement, Ido 
not think one needs to belabour that particular item unduly. 
One thing which has always struck us, who are of the 
younger generation, is that we are always hearing about a 
further measure of constitutional advancement or about 
a further measure of internal self-government; and of 
course, we look forward to the final measure of internal 
self-government. We do not need to move with such tre- 
pidation but with firm resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I think it is right for me, in the course 
of this Address, to mention some of the things which my 
Party as a Party is really interested in, even although 
the Government machinery might have moved very slowly 
in the attainment of this debate. With reference to the 
constitutional changes of which I have just spoken, one of 
the things I happen to know tbat the Labour Party is in- 
terested in, is that there should be at some futuredate, and 
certainly in the not too distant future, anofficial resfdence 
for the Premier. 
135 p.m. 

We have said, Sir, that weconsider that h m i n g  with 
the principles of constitutionaldevelopment in our island.. .. 

Mr. WALCOlT:  Mr. Speaker, I am rising on a point 
of order to know if you are permitting the bon. manber in 
reply to the Governor's Speech to refer to proposals in 
the Labour Party manifesto; if so, I will have to r&r to 
everybody's manifesto. As I understand it, the Mdrtss  is 
in reply to the~peechmade by  is ~ x c d k n c ~  tht Govermr, 
and the Address as encouched in these terms should be 
replied to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not thlnk tb boa member is so 
far outside the Mdres;; nor do I think these is a 
wrong in the bon. member saybg what his Party proposes. 
Any member has that privilege. 

Mr. STRAUGHN: As far as I Imow, we were deal@ 
with co-nal dcvelopmtnt to which rafwaecn.... 

Mr. SPEAKER The hon. dfd netion some- 
thing about the Labour Party. 

Mr. STRAUGHN: Yes, Sir; I mentdonsd it onmm than 
omaccpaQninthtsmmch.AfmraR,Idolntatbtb 
Barbados Labour Party. I was saying shatweams~  tbpt 

there should be an official residence for the Premier of 
this Island; and we think that that should be so in lh with 
our constitutional developments. If the hon. member does 
not think that that is part of constitutional development, 
then he is entitled to say so when he gets a chance to 
speak. 

Sir, His Excellency also mentioned theecclesiastical 
problems with which we are faced. W e  are also hoping that 
there will be no undue delay in this particular phase, par- 
ticularly in the section which deals with the disestablish- 
ment and disendowment of the Anglican Church. TNs 
matter has certainly faced us, and I might say hounded us 
for many a bng year; and I sometimes wonder if we really 
do not make too much heavy weather on the points of the 
disestablishment and disendowment of the Church. I am 
quite certain that the Church itself will benefit immensely 
from it; and even though there might be certain details 
which might prove inconvenient in the particular change- 
over, those are just the necessary concomitants to any 
disestablishrnent and disendowrnent which will take place. 

It is for us to note that other Churches - and in that I 
mention particulary the Roman Catholic Church - are 
making particular advancement in this island without the 
help of any endowment or establishment fromGovernment; 
this should be a sign to all other denominations. I say to 
Government that they will be acting not only right in prin- 
ciple, but acting with the general support of the community 
when they expedite this matter of getting the Anglican 
Church to have disendowment and disestablishment. 

On the question of West Indian Federation, Iam certain 
that we a l l  look forward to the coming Inter-Governmental 
Conference; and I am certain too that this Assembly 
stands committed to the strongest possible Federation for 
the good of our West Iradian people. I want to mention, too, 
Mr. Speaker, that when we consider that a lot of working 
Parties and Committees have been meeting for the better 
part of the last year since the last Inter-Governmental 
Conference with respect to Federation, I feel that it is time 
that this Legislature, and in particular thisHon.Chamber, 
should pay some attention to the reports of these comrnit- 
tees, and if necessary, before thenext Inter-Goverrmr~al 
Conference comes off, we should have a fulldress debate 
in the House of Assembly on our attitwlw and aims for our 
West Inctian Feder ation. It would be wrong if we just allowed 
the working committees to meet and makereports, and the 
Governments to meet again without tk snera l  b d y  of the 
various elected Chambers in the West Mies carrying out 
a fulldress debate on our aims, objects and aspirations for 
the West Indies Federation. 

We have had a number of discussions and debates re- 
cently on the Labour Department, Mr. Speaker, and one 
thing which might be noted is that the number registered 
as memployed at the Labour Departmem has risea since 
the last Address of Ws ExceJhcy. At that time m were 
forced to mkntion, even as Excellency had done in his 
previous Address, that we were concerned; and it is with a 
note of regret that we did ranark that the n m h  which 
was ngistesed was so small. That n- has incrensd. 
It does not mean that the unemployrmm f@.m itssSf is 
very differem, but it means that more pcopkhave decided 
to rugister at rhe Empbvment Exchange, and more pecpfe 
have decided to taloc that particular Departmakt imo rhGiP 
confLdem and register as they have bcen asked todo. 

With respect to the functions of the Enpabymem Ex- 
c~the3.eisorneatheraspectwhichmightbenaemhonsd 
fa addhian to what has been mmthmd in various&- 
partmeas from time to time, and tbPt is thc fimctbnine 
of our Youth Employment 0 f f i c c r . W h a t ~ l y ~ w c  
ah&g atwhcnwehavcthisYouthEmpbymonOff~? 
Is be just an officer w b  would am a number of abmnmry 

or s o f o r p e r s o n s w b c a m t o ~  at tb Empby- 
msm Exchauge, or want to beintegrstsd,oris thsn really 
a bsavier purpose for whtch wc want to use a Youth Em- 
plrrymmt Officer? b he in any way an officer who is 
squbpsd or  r q u b d  to give guldarm, for instance, to 
yo~mppsopleafttr theyhave~schoolinanyfarmofrm- 
phoymcnt w h a m ?  Inasmuch as a lot ofaurprohlans a m  
m adminisaative proh3mm Pnd not mmssuilyprob- 



,- 
h a n s o f p o l t c y m a k i n g , t h u ~ ~ f u s t ~ f o f t h e ~ I  
would Wrt to see clarified as  to what use we really make 
of the post which m conslder as Youth Empbyrne~lt Officer. 
Iwould lllretofeelthatsuchafigure is a lot more than just 

4 
a Clerk in an o f f b .  

With respect to our Economic and Planning Unit, Mr. 
Speaker, I think I can w d l  say "at last". It ii said that 
w h  Charles Kingdey wrote his book "At Last", he did 
so when he arrived in Barbados, inasmuch as, for many 
years previously, hb had a grandmother who lived in this 
island and who was writing back to England telling him what 
a lovely island this was, and when he arrived in Barbados 
he said "at last**. With the same feeling I pronouncc tbe 
words "at last" at the establishment of our Economic and 
Planning Unit. It so happens, Mr.Speaker, that Govermnents 
must be quite ponderous, and that they must move in that 
slow, ponderous fashion; and from my personalexperiena 
it probahty would take at least two years for any idea 
which affects the basic Government policy, even though it 
might be agreed to in principle, to beenacted or expedited. 
1.35 p.m 

From the time I first spoke on the Budget in this 
Chamber, from the time I was a member of this House, I 
was always stressing that I saw rhe need for an cecowmic 
p?anning unit; and if it comes after two years I say that it 
is just as well that it has come. 

There is one particular point which I would like to 
mention in the functioning of this unit and it is, to use a 
word which Americans l.ike to use a lot, the word "w- 
ordinate". Sir, it is not enough just to talk of an economic 
planning unit as such and the making of plans, but what 
affects us very much is theway we are co-ordinating these 
plans. Just a few minutes ago, hon. members were asking 
the Hon. Minister of Communications and Works aquestion 
which has come up in here from time to time with respect 
to the Department of Highways and Transport whenever 
utility companies have to dig up the roads. I have heard 
him previously, when the Hon. Minister replied to a question 
such as that, say that public utilities other than the High- 
way s andTransport Department are expected to give approx- 

.-* imately six months'notice of theirplans a s  regards the in- 
stallation of their various services, especially when they have 
to dig up a highway. That will mean that the WaferworksDe- 
p a m n t ,  the Telephone Company, the Barbados Light 
and Power Company and the Barbados Gas Company would 
have to give six months' mtice of what they want to do. I 
would like to say that considering the size of Government 
and the amount of work which Government as a business has 
to face up to - and certainly, it is the biggest business un- 
&rtaking in this country - we certainly need to have W- 
ordinated plans of more than six months. I do not think 
that tbre  is any business, which is a big business, which 
would think of only six months* planning; tbey think in 
terms of planning for three or five years. If we got tkse 
public utility companies to give us plans for longer periods 
than six months, there would be be tm co-ordination. 

His Excellency also mentioned our Deep Wate r  Harbour 
project to which I would refer later, under what I consider 

r; the head of general d e v e b m .  

With r e 5 m  to the Town and Couavy P h i n g  
Rcpartmem, we are glad to lmrw that it is hener staffed 
than it was a yeu ago, and therefore, it is able to carry 
out its d u b s  in a very c o m p n b i v e  way. @@hg as a 
mcmbQ of thE No* Town and Country PlamingCorm- - and I speakfor allmembers of the Corn- 
mtme -wewouldliketolmowthatyour TownandCouuuy 
Plamnfsg Dcpanmam carry out a publicity campaign so as 
to let the maple know in more detail of the functions of 
that Dqmmmm. &!any of the problems with which that B- - partrnenc is faced a m  what people have takm action on on 
their own; tbrefore, it is r w h  better to leP tbe people know 
what they have to put up with, rather than to say to than that 
you have done tMs anl you have done ft wroag, and that we 
have XI altarnative than to ask thot you pull it down, Cer- 

C tPtnly, it b r m s h ~ f o r ~ l e t o k b a n s r f a f o r m a l ,  
aPd therefore, )mow what is requiral of tbpm by that m- 
pamnent. Anothar thing Is that work intWDsparrmcnt 
ties inwtthourlanddm&mnaa~~umn,which,I 

wpect, is set out fa tbecomirrg Five-Year Plan. We should 
have a compremnsive picture as to how we woutd be de- 
doping  our land resources when we come to deal with that 
PW. 

I happen to read in His Excellency's Speech that there 
would be soon coming down to this House a comprehensive 
Beach Protectkm Act. That is something which we of the 
Northern District Town and Country Planning have put up 
to the Town and Couutry Planning Officer. We have con- 
sidered public access to our beaches, especially those on 
the western side of the island, to be a matter of extreme ur- 
gency. We have rnemioned it to the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Officer, and we intend to approach that Department and 
thle Minister concerned with what we consider to be a corn- 
p r e h s i v e  conception of places wbere we think there should 
be public access to the beaches. W e  intend to do our job; of 
giving our recammendations with the hope tbat they would be 
implemented when the Beach Protection Act comes into 
effect; a d  we would like to feel that our r e c o m d a t i o n s  
are faithfully considered. 

A lot of trouble with which the generalpublic finds it- 
self faced with in this Department, is that the Department 
can only accept properly drawn plans. Very often you find 
that it is the poor class of people who are unable to 
provide a properly drawn up p h  of a building which they 
want to erect. It would be a help if some interested parties 
would so b M  themselves into an advisory body, or what 
may be called a plan drawing department, at which people 
can get reasonable, clear and concise plans of buildings 
which they want to develop and at a cost which is not ex- 
orbitant. Thre are surveyors in this island whocan ren- 
der this service; and I thWc it would be better if it is 
done as a unit rather than by a group of people scattered 
all over the place because tkr)epartrnent would be dealing 
with a unified lot. It would be a benefit to all concerned. 

How soon can we expect theoffieialresultsof the sur- 
vey that we have had in Bridgetown of rhe driving public? 
Having got the survey, how soon can we get any action 
to implement any recommendations which have been 
made? It does not need to be repeated too often that the 
driving problem in Bridgetown is in itself quite a big 
problem and a menace sometimes. 
1.45 p.m. 

There are organisations, to one of which I happen to 
belong, which w i l l  be participating in putting forward any 
recommendations they can for the settlement of that prob- 
lem. 

The Housing Authority has been praised by people 
in this island and by people outside the island. Praises 
have been received from all quarters of the community 
and of the globe, and such praises are certainly praises 
indeed. It is interesting to see someofthe problems which 
the Housing Authority has had to face from the time of its 
inception; it was first called the HousingBoard.0~ of the 
things which struck me as interesting is that in the early 
days the people who were interested in getting assistance 
for housing used to pay 25% of thecost of the housing mrft, 
and then the amount was reduced to l@%. With the amount 
of money which the Authority had available to them, it 
was obvious that people instead of paying $100 they had 
to provide only $75. Tb AuthOrity then said that instead 
of your providing $75 out of S100 we will give you $90. 
The position was that although you were giving more heZp 
to persons, you would have less money to give out, and 
more people came in because the money qualification had 
heen lowered. People were given more k$ and more 
people have came to take advantage of this offer. 

The whok irony of the situation is that, whereas 
you decided to help pcopb wlth some money on the down 
payman, you had less money and more applicants. In 
that ironical situation, tk Housing Authority has come 
through very well. The Minister has said that he is 
aware of tb fact that it is a mamr of concern to t b  
officers of the Housing Authority; that is, that the repay- 
mnt of bmmst is creatlng a particular hardship on 
people who have been granted loans by the Housing Author - 
ity. Very oftan the Housing Authority, with its lenience, 



found that a person who has madealoan from the Authority 
would have fallen into arrears as far as the payment is 
concerned; when the person who has amassed a few 
dollars goes back to pay, he finds thathe is only paying off 
the interest which has developed. That is a matter which 
needs urgent consideration; it is one which cannot be 
deferred indefinitely. 

The Minister has said that he is aware of the problem; 
probably he has given it active consideration, but the 
Housing Officers are particularly concerned about it. It 
breaks the morale of people who find that they are only 
paying back the interest when they think that they are 
clearing off the loan. One has to consider very seriously 
whether we will retain the principle of interest being paid 
on housing loans. 

With regard to transport, which is another aspect of 
public utility, we have also had a lot of debate; and I am 
quite certain that we will have quite a lot more when the 
Estimates come around; and perhaps, we will have a lot 
more in speeches on this Reply to the Governor's Speech 
The Government will have to decide asto what their policy 
of transport for the island willbe. Ithink that it will arrive 
at the crux of the policy of all or none. You either run 
all the transport or you run none at all. It is re-assuring 
that by the system which is now being run, they have started 
to show that they are not losing money as heavily as when 
the system was first started. Indeed they have made a 
slight operating profit within recent months; but the sole 
operating profit cannot hope to offset the deficit with 
which the Board has been faced over the years, and the 
heavy loans which the Board has had to undertake. 

Another problem is that of the transportation of 
school children. Where youhave primary and junior schools 
and the more advanced secondary Modern Schools, pou will 
find that these particular Secondary Modern Schools are 
allocated to areas; and children have to leave the Primary 
Schools and go to these schools. You will find a situation 
where the problem of the transportation of these children 
has become aggravated. This calls for the Government to 
make their pronouncement as to their transport policy - 
I mean what is their policy as regards the transportation 
of school children. I happen to know that the problem is 
considered to be so acute by mrnbers on my right that 
at our last party conference, there was aResolution passed 
to the effect that free transportation be provided for these 
children. That gives an example as to how pressing the 
problem is. Even although we may not recognise the fact 
that people are interested in this matter, the Govermm 
will be asked to bear tb burden of the transportation of 
these school children. 

The question of health and social services came into 
favourable mention as we& There is a particular feature 
of it which I would like to take up in conjunction with 
the work of tbe Department. We  have heen told that there 
will be a wider survey by an expert of the World Heahh 
Organisation as to the supply and purity of the water 
which we use in Barbados. I can say that 1 can quite see 
that a survey like this would be utilising the serviaes of 
your Town and Country Planning Department as  time 
goes on, and it may &o relate to tb Land I;leve&pment 
Programme. 
1.55 p.m. 

Sir, when I consider this water survey, an almost 
horrifying thoiight faces nae because I b w  that the Gov- 
ernment does not have any immediate plans for the in- 
stitution of a sewerage scheme. When o m  considers that 
we get our water supply from underground and there are 
these sheet water areas, and the probkan which we really 
face from the point of view of public heahh and sanitation 
is our water-borne sanitation and uuderground waer- 
toilets, you can see how difficult, grievous and dangerous 
in a way such a problem can be. I do not foresee immedi- 
ately how Government would be able to implement a par- 
ticular sewerage scheme as such, but it is certainly a prob- 
lem to which we must be seeing and not closing our eyes. 

It would be a sad day, Mr. Speaker, if we had to rush 
into the House of Assembly and pass a law saying that 

"4. 
there will be no more water toilets inBarbados; that there 
should be dry pits. N e v e r t k h s  even though we hope 
that that day be very far distant, I would expm that very -+ 
firm consideration should be given to this water survey, 
and what it does say as far as our undergrolud water h 
supply is concerned. There are a number of places now - 
and there is one particular hotel whch I am very con- 
cerned about - that are established and erected on our 
sheet areas which, I believe, might be a potential danger 
to our water supply; but however I will wait for our 
survey to know what the results really are. I am parti- 
cularly concerned because members of our Town and 
Country Planning Committee have encountered this problem 
in their activities in the Northern Area. 

SUSPENSION 

Mr. SPEAKER: It now being 2 p.m. o'clock, this 
Sitting now stands suspended until 2.30 p.m o'clock. 

On re-assembling, 

Hon. M, E.COX: Mr.S-r, Ibegto draw your atten- 
tion to the fact that there is no quorum and ask that you 
direct the Clerk to ring the Bell. W 

The Bel l  was T U n g  and a quorum was obtained. 

QUESTION TIME 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question No. 3 was ask& by the hon. 
junior member for St. John who I observe is not in his 
place. 

Question No. 4 was asked by the same hon. member. 

Question No. 10 stands in the name of the hon. senior 
member for Christ Church 

COMPUZSORY BSURANCE SCHEME 

Mr. T A U  Mr. Speaker, the question reads as fol- 
lows:- 

To enquire of the Honourable Premier: 
1. Wil l  the Government consider the setting up of a 4 

Committee with the guidance and assistance of thenecess- 
ary experts from over seas (if necessary) for the purpose of 
consider in& working out and establishing a Compulsory In- 
surance Scheme for all types of workers based on the lines 
of the National Insurance Acts 0946-57) of the United King- 
dom? 

2. Does Government realise that a C h n W o r y  Insur- 
ance Sckme is the =hod adopted by the United Kingdom 
in hplementing the "E3everidge P h "  for National Assist- 
ance, National- a d  also Security for old Age etc.? 

Hon. Ik. H. G. H. C-: Mr.Spealaer, the answer 
is  as follows:- 

Tt is not necessary at present for Gvemment to con- 
sider setting up a Committee for t k  purpose of considering 
working out and establishing a conmhny insuranoa 
scheme for all types of workers. Governxneut has already A 
taken steps to request advice from the United Nations on the 
possibility of inplementing a social security scheme in Bar- 
bados, and has recently been informed of the inclusion of 
the project in the programme approved for the W e s t  Indfes 
for 1x1-62. 

Govermntnt is aware that a compulsory insurance 
scheme is the method adopted by the United Khgdom in im- 
plementing the "Beveridge Planss for Nationalhssisuurce, 
National Heahh and also Security for old age.'* 

Mr. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to ba r  that " 
the Govermnent has taken steps for setting up this G m -  
mittee, but when the word "already" has been used, I want 
to Imow if the Premier has in mind that until such a social 
security s c k m  is finally established, Governmetat w i l l  
consider granting increases or at least an adequate livbg 
wage for Government pensioners and atso old ageptnsion- ilr 
ers. I would like to know if in the imerim between row and 
the establishent of this scheme the Govermnmt w i l l  do 
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something to aIleviate the suffering of Gavermnt  m- 
& sioners by granting them an adequate living wage. 

2.35 pm. 
F 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMN: Mr. Speabr, has that 
supplementary arisen out of the answer whichIgam? That 
seems to me something quite different. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Premier need m answer 
that. 

Mr. TALMA: Sir, I want to have some assurance that 
until this scheme is established, the question whether it be 
one scheme operated by tb Federal Government or one 
scheme for each island...... 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is asking several 
questions. Whether the scheme will be applied to each terri- 
tory is another subject. 

Mr. TALhiA: I would ':h a specific answer as to 
whether it would be ooe scheme for the Wes t  Indies, or 

m whether each individual territory would have its own 
scheme. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMDS: I c a m t  answer for the 
rest of the unit territories or the Federal G o v e r m t .  I 
said that Barbados is undertaking its own scheme. 

Mr. TALMA: I take it that there would be compulsory 
insurance based on the running of the National Insurance 
scheme? I am asking. if this would be a case where both 
the employer and the worker would contribute and the State 
would control the Scheme and have the money invested to 
bear dividends whereby workers would be assisted not only 
in the case of old age and s i c ~ s ,  but also in the case of 
unemployment? In short, I would like to know if it is a com- 
prehensive scheme based on that b. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: That is what the Govern- 
ment has in mind but we have to await the advice and in- 
formation which we are seeking before we say offhand that 
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that would be so. 
POSTMASTERS AM) POSTMETRESSES 

EMPLOYED IN PUBLIC SERVICE 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question No. 18. 

Mr. BRAPICKER: To enquire of the Hon, Wmr of 
Communications, Works and Housing.- 

1. Will the Mtnister state how mny Mmici  Post- 
masters or Postmistresses are at present empLoyed inthe 
Public Service of this Island? 

2. W i l l  he further state, in detail, 
(a) the nature of their duties, 
(b) their other responsibilities, if any, and 
(C) their minimum and maximum salaries? 

3. Will he further state whether it is i n d e d  tn re- 
grade their salaries to a level commensupate with such 

p responsibilities? 

Hon. R. G. M P :  Mr. Speaker, the reply to Gri t ion 
No. 1, is thirteen. 

2. (a) Normal postal COW services, viz;- 
-ms seUins, 
registering of letter S, 
issue and paynzem of money a d  postal or&rs, 
par& post Oeceigt sod delivery), 
they despatch postal packets and parcels COT- 

lcctesl at their mspective offices to t b  Gemr - 
a1 Post Office daily, and, with the exception of 
the Postmaster at Welches Road, St. Micbael, 
theysuperv i s t thepostmn~tothaFr  
areas. 

(b) Payment of old gensions wed&, s a W ,  
bank bdness (deposits and wirbdrawals), 
collectkm of prefab h o w  repayments where 
appWk 

3. Government is contemplating the revision of sala- 
ries of al l  Govermnent servants and this win include Dis- 
trict Postmasters and Postmistresses. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Wil l  the Hon. Minister assure this 
House, in respect of Government's revision of salaries as 
contemplated, in dealing with these particular officers, 
namely, of District Postmasters or of Postmistresses, 
that special regard will be paid to them in respect of 
such revision becauseof the severaland important addition- 
a! duties whtch it is admitted they are required to perform 
in answers to (b) of (2) which the Hon. Minister has just 
given? 

My second supplementary is to let the Minister indi- 
cate to this House, on the comtemplated salaries revision 
by Government, by whom that revision will be undertaken, 
and when it is proposed to commence that salaries revision. 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: In reply to the last supplementary, 
that is a different question; and does not arise out of the 
replies which I have given. As regards the former supple- 
mentary, I think I can say that specialregard will be given 
to all of the CivilServants whose duties and responsibilities 
demand special regard. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Is it to be understood that the Minis- 
ter has given the assurance, in respect of these District 
Postmasters and Postmistresses, that their other duties 
will be treated as additional posts which so to speak have 
b e n  added to their substantialduties, and that there will be 
substantial additional compensation in respect of theseJabo- 
rious dutks which they arecornpeued toperform? 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: It ha3 not been so understood by any- 
osge who understands what I have said. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, if the answer by the Hon. 
Minister to the third question is that the Government was 
contemplating the revision of salaries, the next query is 
when is this revision of salaries expected to take place? Who 
is the person, or persons, to undertake the salaries revi- 
sion? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do agree with the Hon. Minister that 
cbe last supplementary question put by the Hon. Ieader of 
the Opposition does not relate to what has arisen out of the 
qmstion which was first proposed by the questioner. 

Mr. BRANCKER: I did not suggest that it arose out of 
the qwsrion, but it arosefrom the answer to Question No.3. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister cannot be forced or 
required to reply to that. 
2.45 pm. 

Mr. ERANCKER: One cannot overlook the indiscretion 
of answers given to certain questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There being no further questions ready 
to be dealt with, the House will proceed to Private Mem- 
ber's Business. 

PRNATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS 
ADDRESS re SINGLE MEMBER CONSTITUENCIES 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day under Pri- 
~51% Members' Business stands in the name of tk. Hon. 
P d e r  of the Qpposition: To move the passing of the fol- 
lowing Resolution: Resolution're Single Member Constituen- 
c* and the appointment of a Commission with respect 
b r e t o .  On thelast occasion when the House was discussing 
this order, thehon. senior member for St. Peter was speak- 
@* 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Spealar, I will not be very long 
today; I wiIl be to the point. Duriqg the last debate on this 
matter, I had to mention that the opposition by the Govern- 



ment Bench to this measure came from the Leader of the 
House; and it started in a report in the United Kingdom in 
which he said that this idea of Single Member Constituencies 
was a conservative idea, and that people who associated 
themselves with it were trying to bring the Conservatives 
back into power. In a sotto vocelremark, the Minister of 
Agriculture said he was never a member of the Electors' 
Association but implied that I was a member of that Asso- 
ciation. I said that the Minister of Agriculture was one of 
the signatories to a petition from the Vestry which objected 
to the idea of adult suffrage being introduced. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: On a point of order. No Vestry, 
at any time, had any objections to adult suffrage as far as 
I know. They had their own businesstodo and that was ab- 
solutely separate and distinct from adult suffrage. The hon. 
member should have his facts clearly before hepropounds 
heresies. Before long I will  get the debate as far as adult 
suffrage is concerned, and I will read my speech to this 
House. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I do not know that we will get the de- 
bate; we will have to get the newspaper reports. Some of the 
people are still alive and that will beevidence enough. The 
Deputy Speaker was in the Chair, and he was the most as- 
tonished person to hear the hon. member make a denial of 
that remark. Some people's consciences do not worry them. 
I happened to do a little research 

Mr. Speaker, I do not think that youwere a member of 
the Party when it was known as the Barbados Progressive 
League. (Mr. SPEAKER: I was.) Oh, youwere; then you did 
agree to thepolicy of the league. In 1944 when I was accused 
of being a Conservative, the Hon. Leader of the House was 
a candidate for the parish of St. MichaeL He said that he 
was not working for anybody; well, Iwas working for some- 
body in those days; and for weeks Ifought his election cam- 
p a w  without any reward. He was a poor man, and he was 
e\tentually elected to this House in the face of the then 
Electors' Association's powers; and Ievenbst my voice so 
that I could not speak for about two weeks after that elec- 
tion. In those days there werenomicrophom; I remember 
speaking in Black Rock and some people felt that I, myself, 
should be a candidate. 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: On a point of order. Am I to un- 
der stand that thehon. m b e r  was fighting for an individual 
or for a Party? I am of the impression that he was fighting 
for one member; but I thought he was fighting the cause of 
the Party. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not relevant to tbe debate. 

MT. WALCOTT: The hon. member anticipated me; he 
does not realise that English is not spoken in om. sentmm. 
Do you want me to break off and say that a cause is always 
greater than the man? If the Hon. Leader of the House was 
a part of the cause for which I was fighting, it is the same 
Leader of the Mouse today who has the effrontery and the 
brass to say that I was a member of the Electors* Asso- 
ciation. I am only showing you the wickedness of the matter. 
When you had all to lose and nothingto gain, you fought for 
a cause; but now the hon.member saysthat we a m  fighting 
for something in whichhe did not be- he never believed 
in the principle of single nrember consthmcies. 

Let us see how straight the hon. mmber is. I hold in 
my hand the Progressive League Policy and Programme 
printed in 1944, and this is what is f o d  on the last page of 
it: "The League is still in favour of Muh Suffrage and the 
abolition of an property qualification." This is the pro- 
g r a r n r n e w h i c h t k H o n . ~ o f f h t H L l l l S e ~ t o a t  
that time. He was  a candidate and I fought for the cause 
when tbe snob was thrown at him that he was odly a taxi 
driver; and the question was asked if you would put htm in 
tb House! That cam from tb ~ r v a ~ i v e s . ~  M. E. 
COX: h came from you too.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: On the last occoshon wlrm we were dis* 
cm&@ this matter, I was at pafns to try anl k&p thc 
spcakmstotbbsubjcctandtotry,asfar aapossihb,to~ 

them to see that they need not pay any serious attention to *la 
asides because, at hst, they are calculated to throw the 
speaker off his strain, and, possibly todo what is more than 
that; they may foment ill temper. U we really go on with 
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the Resolution, there is enough to be spoken on it; and we 
need not bother so much about personalities. It is just a 
question of one person saying one rhing and another person 
saying that he did not say ir; it is a question of statement 
and denial. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I shall not say what om person's be- 
lief in political matters is as against what another person's 
belief is; this is just an illustration to show what the posi- 
tion was as far back as 1944. The then Progressive kague  
had these members in the House of Assembly: the Premier, 
the Prime Minister of the West  Indies, Mr. J. T. C. Ram- 
say, Mr. H. W. Springer, and I thinkthat Mr. Graharn Git- 
tens was also a member of the Party. 
2.55 p.m. 

In 1944 the Party, which is now the Government, had 
five seats out of twenty-four. It was not a Government at 
that time, and we outside of the House banded ourselves t* 
gether and supported the cause because we believed in these 
things. One of the first platforms on which I spoke was that 
of the Hon. Minister, and yet he said in a sotto voce remark 
that I was on a platform decrying his vocation. I never go 
in for that. That goes to show, Mr. Speaker, that since 1944 
the Electors Association did not come into power; and that 
one has been a member and not even a supporter of those 
people prior to that. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the hon. member if 
he realises that at the time of the election in 1944 my age 
was 28. Ask him what cause he was on when he was 28? 
Let him therefore go back to my youth; my philosophy was 
a philosophy made known. I was working for a man and I 
could have been dismissed by him; but I was not guided by 
the man's philosophy. I was not working with a Labourite 
or with a Socialist, I was working with a Conservative; but 
I got on the Party's platform and supported a man who had 
nothing to give; and it is the sameman who today said that 
I was a member of the Electors Association. 4 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the hon. member should 
take that seriously. 

Mr. WALCOTT: It is true that the Minister of Agri- 
culture was not a member of it then; he was an opponent, 
so what I am reading does not apply to him; he was not 
associated with this programme. Let the members who 
now say that single member constituencies is a conserva- 
tive plot see what the said seventeen years ago 
when they were fighting for power and wanted to be in the 
Govermneat: 

"It kdeves that there should be redistribution of 
seats according to population and single d r  consti- , tuencies*" 

That is what the hon. m m b r  said in 19-44 on a plat- 
form; and that is what we stood by; but, today, he is saying 
that this is a conservative p&, ad those of us who be- 
Ueve in single member CO-ies a n  wyhg to bring 
back the Consematives imo power. Is that rmt a vicious, 
malicious statement f ~ r  anyone to make after this record 
of seveaaeu years? Now tky are picking their teeth but 
there w i l l  be gnashing of teeth as prophesied by FWUcal 
injunction, and mx the bad marnasrs afpfcking of teeth in 
public. Only an atrocious liar could assign to a 
thhg like this, believt h, a d  thm oome back and say it 
i S somethtng associated with s m h w t y  else and nothinsto 
dowi thhtm.Howcanyoursoonc i l c~ inaddtsuf -  
frage in 1944 and w w  in 1961~udop-x  believe in h? How 

"S, 

can you reumcile that in 1944 you did not believe in pro- 
p e s t y w - n  a o d m m i n 1 9 6 1 y o u ~ i n i t ? H o w  
is it thatin1944yaubellevedinthe re-dhmlbutfon of papu- 
lation when it was smdller than what h is naw in 1961, a d  
today you do not beUeve in it? How is h that you believed 
i n s f s g l e ~ ~ I n 1 9 4 4 a r d l n l ~ l y o u d o  
wrballcvefnh?Whatinthptispolicyandwhatis~? 
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Mr. Speaker, the members are forgetting that these 

A* 
are things they said they believed in. I believe in God the 
Father Almighty; should I bekve  in Him today, and tomor- 

"I row, because people do not believe in God anymore, I should 
go on with the crowd? You believed inadult suffrage and in 
single member constituencies. A belief i s  sornethingdiffi- 
cult to express; it is something within your soul. A belief 
is something you hold dear. Today, Mr. Speaker, you say 
that that has changed. Why has it changed? It has changed 
for the same reason. They believed in adult suffrage and I 
was a party to that belief. W e  did not believe in property 
qualification and wewiped it out. I say that the reason which 
the Prime Minister of the West Indies gave this public for 
not agreeing with what he believed in is because he too had 
forgotten that this was part of what he had believed in. It 
is the same reason that the Congress Party was fighting 
the Labour Party when a Bill was sent down for adult suf- 
frage. 

This Party got an equal number of seats in the 1944 
elections in Barbados. How were the seats distributed? 
The Progressive Ieague had eight, thecongress Party had 

-.. eight, and eight seats went to the other people. Since that 
day the distribution of seats was the highest. (Hon. D. D. 
GARNER: I think there were nine, eight and seven seats 
respectively .) The hon. member said there were nine, eight 
and seven seats which means that the Conservatives had 
the most. Since then they have changed the name, because 
the middle class people who supported it in the beginning 
did not belie\= in the word 'labour" - just like the hon. 
member does not believe in the word "servant"; it is the 
same peculiarity which the people had in mind about the 
word "league"; so they had to find a neutral term - "The 
Progressive League". There is a poet who wrote a poem 
on the Leagues. 

What is fitting, Mr. Speaker, is that this does not 
need a Solomon or a Barrister to examine it. At that time 
it was the Progressive League and not the Barbados La- 
bour Party; progression had to be the operative word. In 
1938 and 1939 when the labourer and the working man did 
not have the vote, you had to use a name to court the man 

1. who was not the working class man. You did not want to 
go and tell those people whom you were wooing that you 
wanted to call yourselves the Labour Party; so you said 
you had better use what you have and call it the "League" 
so that the respectable element in the community would not 
feel that you were associating them with labour. The word 
'labour" connoted that you were putting them with the 
bare-footed man; just as in the Trade Union today, the white 
collar worker feels that if he joins the Union he is joining 
with men who work on the Wharf and you should not asso- 
ciate these people together. 
3.05 p.m. 

Now, the Hon. Minister says that the people must de- 
cide that we must have single wnstituencies. I say that 
that has been put before the people already; that party has 
reminded the people of that already. The hon. member was 
elected with this policy of single-member constituencies 
as his programme. That is what we carried to the people on 
platforms at Bank Hall pasture, Black Rock, Brittons Hill 

P and all about. I remember one night that a man nearly beat 
me in Brittons Hill. Some of those members over there 
were too great to light the lamp; I was the servant so I 
had to light the lamp. 

Any member on the Government Party today after 
h a w  been reminded of this, would know that this was 
their programme. It is contained in this pamphlet "Present, 
Past and Future". b of the items under that programme 
is that there should be a redistributionof seats according 
to population under single-member constituencies. That is 
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sound. Why did you say that you in it in 1% when 
you did mt have Ministerial Govermnent, and when you did 
not have the size population which you h a v e m  or the au- 
thorfty which you now possess, and why do you mrt bdkve  
in it mw ? What are the issues it has in store now? On some 
p o f n t o f o ~ , t h s H o n . ~ o f r h s H o ~ s a i d t h a t t h e  
nasonwhy tb ~ r v a t i v e s  wamxd Single-con- 
~ ~ ~ a s b e c a ~ t h c y d i d n a ~ i n ~ ~  

Because a man may 'nave a different philosophy from 
yours, it does not mean that he  differs from you on every 
issue. The question of single-member comitwncies was 
never a fundamental difference between the parties; it was 
never raised as a matter of difference betweenthe parties. 
What we know is that any man who feels that he can be 
elected to the House under this double-member consti- 
tuency always feelthat it iseasier to say that he is support- 
ing you to get in; therefore, youwill say "all right, we wilt 
work together." It was never any question of saying that it 
was a Conservative idea, and the Labourites did not believe 
in it. 

The Hon. Leader of the House gives the impression 
sometimes on issues raised, that the reason why you are 
agreeing with the matter is because it is associated with 
bringing back the old idea. Any man who takes an analysis 
of the population of any country will find that in a country 
which has predominantly a white population, that thepeople 
vote for white leaders. You talk of a camel going through 
the eye of a needle; but I say that it is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle than for a black person 
to become the President of the U.S.A.. Would you expect to 
go to India and find a European as Premier instead of Mr. 
Nehru? Here in this community, as long as you have adult 
suffrage, you will  have the leader of this country in keep- 
ing with the wishes ofthemajorityofpeople in the country. 
In any community where you have adult suffrage, the elec- 
tion is symbolic of the adult population which is voting. In 
a plural society like ours where there is class society, 
where you have not yet broken down class differences, you 
have this class thinking. A man was speaking to me at a 
hotel sometime ago and he said that he met a man of sta- 
ture who was making friends with a mason or carpenter, 
and he thought that that man should not be making friends 
with masons or carpenters but with somebody like a law- 
yer. He is associating a friend with something which he 
feels belongs to his class. In a community like this, you 
will get people thinking on a basis of class feeling that 
way. 

The hon. senior member for St. Michael who is now 
Deputy Prime Minister was there with another friend, and 
he was amazed to hear me talking in the manner as I did 
as compared with what he was talking to his friend about 
me. I told my friend that the reason why the hon. member 
was not made Premier by Sir Grantley Adams was because 
Sir Grantley felt that a manlikehim should not be Premier, 
and that a Premier should beamanof the standing of him- , self. The man turned to me and said "You have said that, but 
you do not know what this man has said about you". (A 
VOICE: Call his name.) Jonathan Grant, the Minister of 
Labour in  Dominica. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, 1 rise on a point of 
order. I would like the hon. member to say what I said 
about hirn. 

Mr. WALCOTT: It was not in complimentary terms. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon member will have theoppor- 
tunity to tell the hon. member that somewhere outside of 
this Chamber. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Statements which are made in par- 
liament should be refuted or verified in parliament. That 
is what I am asking for. 

Mr. SPEAKER: leave that for somewhere outside. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beldeve I know something of par- 
liamentary p d i n g s .  With the greatest resptct, Your 
Hornnu, tk h member has made a statement to the ef- 
fect that what I spoke about him was not in complimentary 
perms. or in the same way as  hc had spokwl about m. I 
am rakfrrs tlbt hoa d r  to state what was report& to 
him that I sirid about hirn. 
3J.5 pJn. 

Mr. WALCOTT: T h  hon. mmber should be suffici- 
ently grown up to know that, as  I put it m the Chamber, 



it was not a dialogue or report in order to prosecute any- 
body. I am conscious that we live in a class society. I was 
emphasizing the point which I made in so far a s  this docu- 
ment with the caption Trogressive League". This Organi- 
sation became a Labour organisation when there were rhose 
of us who were not afraid of s a y w  that we represented 
Labour. Other people felt that this word "F'rogressive" 
should be used. I am sayhg that this document represented 
the name of an era; and when I went to work with people, 
I found that it was so, and Isay that it is still so up to today. 
How can the hon. member say that anything we say about 
single-member constituencies and redistribution of seats 
is anything to do with the Conservatives? Seventeen years 
ago there was this plank in the Labour Party's platform 
when the floodgates were opened; the onslaught came in 
1944 and we are  part of that whole era because it was the 
same 1944 Session which brought us here. 

Twenty-five years ago the hon. junior member for St. 
James could not have seenthelight; hecould not be in here 
saying that he represented Labour with that complexion. 
The hon. member could not get inhere if he said he repre- 
sented Labour; he could notevenget a job, far from getting 
a seat in here; but now people like himself will vote for him 
because he say he represents Labour, whether hedoes it or  
not. The hon. junior member for St. James would have been 
a part of theconservative stock. Therefore, in polite terms, 
when some hon. members lose their sense they begin to 
talk of us as  if we have no right being in here. 

The hon. member must get his philosophies straight. 
You believed in something in 1944; you felt that there 
should have been a redistribution of seats.From what the 
hon. member said not long ago, he is an avid reader and 
student of Parliamentary Procedure. In the parish of St. 
Michael in 1944, although there was a restricted franchise 
at that time, the hon. member was returned with a substan- 
tial majority; and if you had a redistribution of seats you 
would have had more seats in St. Michael than what your 
opponents had. The Conservatives lost their seats allover 
the place where they had seats prior to that period. The only 
three members in this Chamber now who claim to be Con- 
servatives are  the hon. senior member for the City, the hon. 
junior member for St. George and the hon. junior member 
for Christ Church I do not thinkthat anyone could say that 
these people are coming back into power; and if they are 
coming back intopower, that isonly becauseof the stupidity 
of the Government in power. Do not let the hon. member 
bring down the wrath of everybody and look ridiculous. If 
a man is your opponent and he wins at an Election then 
there is the end of that. 

This programme of the Barbados ProgressiveLeague 
goes on to say this:- 

'% League considers that the members of the Exe- 
cutive Committee should function as  Ministers and should 
be responsible to the House from whichthey are  chosen for 
the efficient working of the Departments of which they have 
control." 

Do you still believe in that? This is  somethirig in which 
you believed a long time ago. The programme goes on to 
say this:- 

'This is our policy, this is our programme and with 
your aid we can make it a reality." 

That is how the Manifesto ended. Speaking for myself, 
when any b n .  member over there can associate me with 
the Conservatives, I would like to say that I have been 
through many battles in this c o m r y  and I have not been 
locked W.  In the year 1958 everybody was afwr ~ny Mood 
when the Sugar strike was on; but I am the sort of man 
whom you carmot fight withany Jury. Thebn. senior mem- 
ber for St. Michaelmade a speechinst. John, and I told the 
Governor that you cannot institute a Commission of En- 
quiry and then speak on the matter like that on a platform. 
(Hon. M. E. COX: What happened?) Well, a man can steal 
and nothing can happen 

.rr 
Hon. M. E. COX: n3n a point of order. I would like to 

say, Mr. Speaker, that I am not subject to any dictation 
either by theGovernor or by anybody else, (Mr. W U O T T :  3 

You are subject to propriety.) I asked the hon. member 
what happened because I was at the meeting, h 

Mr. WALCOTT: There is not e v e r y m y  who steals who 
goes to gaol; and everybody who commits murder does not 
get hanged. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would like to tell the Hon. Leader of 
the House that it is no point of order to ask a question of a 
personal nature. 

Hon. M. E. COX: What I wanted to convey is this; I 
wanted the hon. member to tell the House what happened. 
3.25. pm. 

Mr. WALCOTT: You see, Mr. Speaker, thehon. rnem- 
ber does not understand constitutional propriety. He thinks 
that because you have to report totheGovernment that you 
must have a Governor at the head of the Constitution; and, 
therefore, if anything happens in which the Governor is sup- D 
posed to accept the advice of the Ministers, the Governor 
must set up a Commission of Enquiry. As I told the Gov- 
ernor, if it had happened inother circumstances and it was 
not an elected Minister, there would have been a riot in 
this place. When it comes to constitutional propriety, if 
you are  a Minister and set up a Board of Enquiry, you 
should keep yourself free from making comment on the 
issues that a re  supposed to be under consideration. 

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of order. That equally ap- 
pUes to the other person involved. The Law lays it down 
that, whenever there is a deadlock between the employers 
and employees, the matter should be reported to the Gov- 
ernment. From then on it is in the hands of the Govern- 
ment. If you go out after the Government has taken over and 
incite the people to do what they should not do, and to 
starve, and to deprive themselves of what they would nor- 
mally get if they followed the constitutional way, surely it 
is  time that a Minister or anybody in charge gave the peo- 
ple the proper and right lead. 

A 
Mr. WALCOTT: Now, Mr. Speaker, it is only a ques- 

tion of propriety; and anybody candeduce from that what it 
really means. If you believe in Ministerial Government, 
then all I say is that an industrial dispute is not a dispute 
between the Trade Union and theGovernment; it is between 
the two combatants. There is nothing inlaw,constitutional 
practice or industrial practice which says that when a dis- 
pute has been submitted to arbitration that the Union itself 
cannot say to the public what are the issues submitted to 
arbitration. 

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point oforder. The constitution 
does not say that the Minister or a member of the Govern- 
ment cannot give the facts to the community either. 

Mr. WALLOTT: The constitution does not say anything 
about this. I am talking aboutpoliticalpropriety. If he does 
not understand what it is, then hedoesnot understand what 
is ordinary everyday propriety. If you invited me to come to .h 
your house to dinner, I would not expect you to send me to 
the shop for the goods. There are certain things in which 
you must know what to do; and if you a re  an ardent student 
of constitutional and Parliamentary procedure, there are 
certain things that are elementary, and you do not need 
a Sixth Form boy to understand that. 

What I believe, and what is to be pressed home in 
Barbados, is that if politics isgoing to take the role purely 
of expediency of on what issue you can win an election or 
cannot win an election, then the question of telling some- 
body of policy or  a programme is nonsense. I have had the .r* 

privilege of hearing a Civil Servant say, on the question of 
Ministerial Government, that we must go back and have an 
election, because we never put that issm to the people. 
That means that every time we want to do anything in the 
House of Assembly, we have to go and hold a mass meeting. a 



CL 

There is thc supposed suggestion about the office of 
j the S m s h i p .  It would be a comphtdy d w - t b i n e  

in W-&h we would have to have a fulldress debate in Par- 
+ liamcnt to see W- Parliament is of the opinion that 

the Speakership of the House should be elected from out- 
side. Without discussing this with Your Homur , or know- 
ing Your Honour's views, I am of the opinion ..,... 

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member does not mind I 
will interrupt him for a while. It is high time that I should 
make a statement to the public of Barbados.Several people 
have approached me on this matter of thespeaker ship being 
an appointed position; and I have actually read thfngs in 
the newspaper. May I let every Barbadian know here and 
now that I am not associated with any of these rumours. 
No member of the Labour Party, m memberof the Derno- 
cratic Labour Party, or I ~ G  member who is an Independent 
in this House have I ever discussed the maner with; nor 
has he discussed it with me up to now. I do not know where 
this rumour has started. I do not know what is happening 
behind the scenes, because it must be behind the scenes 
and not in front of my face. Nobody has consulted me on the 

-.I matter, and so I know nothing about whether or not the 
Speaker ship is going to be an appointed position or an extra 
constituency put out for the Speaker. 

All these things I have heard, some of them I have read, 
but nobody of any authority, nobody who I would say is 
knowbdgeabk, no Parliamentarian at all or Government 
official, no responsible person has up to this day approached 
me on this matter. I would like that to be known by all 
Barbadians concerned. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, you heard my remarks 
on that. I am one of those men who have not yet reached 
the stage where I cannot speak my mind freely. You live 
but once, and you know that a poet said that a coward dies 
a thousand times, but a brave man faces death but once. 
That is why I prefaced my remarks, because, I have had 
no discussion with Your Honour on this. 

In so far a s  the position in this country is concerned, 
L. what I was going to make clear is that even if Your Honour 

had had any discussion with anybody, which you have not 
had, my attitude to the Spehrship of this House is that 
it should be a post elected from mong the mambers of this 
House; as it has always been ss under the constitution; so 
that tbe Speaker would have what I regard as the added 
confidence and dignity of knowing that he is an equal or the 
first among equals in this Cliamber. 
3.35 P.m. 

Sir, just like thespeaker of the Houseof Commons, the 
Speaker of the Jamaica House of Representatives, and the 
Speaker of the Bermuda House of Assembly, Ifeel that the 
Speaker of this Hon. Chamber should be elected and be in 
the same position. I do not see why we should change it at 
this eleventh hour to suit what Iwould call thb Crown Colo- 
nies, or those colonies whichhaveemerged from that status. 

I am of the view that, as long as no person is going to 
contest the Speaker's seat - and I happen to be in an ex- 
cellent position where the Speaker is concerned - nobody 
can press me to do anything. As long as you have double- 
member wnstituencfela and you are the Speaker of the 
House, you should educate the p p l e  to tbb fact that you 
cPnwt have a Speaker of the House and people saying: 'We 
do not hear thespcalrer or bear htmgetting into any rows," 
or of their asking bim questions about a standpipe or which 
road you are going to repair. It is for that reuson I say that 
I think there should be an unwritten law that a candidate 
should wopposeaSpeaker whohasalreadybstneltcted 
by this chamber. 

* I w U l n o t g o ~ w h a t t o o k ~ l a c 8 w i t h t b t a b c t l a n  
of Hia Hopour fhB Speaker on an occasion; it would k m- 
bPnrwh m go over the sad history whichhas been asso- 
ciatbd with this high office. T b  Hon. Minisur  should not 
efve the imprtssion, or  should w atteanpt publtcb to give 
the fmprassion, that the idea of sbgkrmnnber wnstitu- 
axle8 is m whichLasaoc~with~~nservatism. 
Lpm sure today aft# tbs Hoa h4inMw brs heard what 1 

have read out, k wouhd be bold-faad 00 soy that it is not 
urn tbrefore, this S-ion that s@k-member consti- 
tucsacks is mmthb~ wauzed by the conservative people 
fans to the grod. 

I have very much pleasure in supporting the Resolu- 
tion for single-member constituencies. I support it on the 
same basis that it was stated by tkprogressive hague  in 
1945 as their opinion that they b e M  there should be re- 
distribution of seats according to population. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Would the hon. member give thename 
of the pamphlet from which he has read? 

Mr. WALCOTT: It is "Barbados Progressive League - 
Past, Present and Future." 

Hon. h4. E. COX: Sir, I suppose at this~stage it is ap- 
propriate for Government to reply. I promise not to tire 
the House. Ithinkthe Government'sposition was made quite 
clear in the House in December of last year when I replied 
on behalf of the Government. Our attitude, as far as Gov- 
ernment is concerned, has not changed. 

What is very amusing to me and, perhaps shghtly amaz- 
ing, is the fact that the Hon. Leader of the Opposition, who 
is responsible for this motion before the House, has com- 
pletely somersaulted or changed his tune only from Decem- 
ber last. When I listened to him and heard him say that 
there was no question at this stageof depriving the country 
of constituencies of their two representatives, and leastof 
all St. Lucy so as to ensure that that parish would have its 
two seats untouched, I said to myself thatthe hon. member 
had only brought back this Resolution at this stage to save 
his face. The whole trend of the debate hinges around the 
question of the number of seats in the Assembly remaining 
as they are today; that is, !&seats, but that the boundaries 
should be realigned. I remember the hon. senior member 
for St. Lucy saying, in no uncertain manner '? suppose 
St. Lucy, St. Peter and part of St. Andrew should make a 
constituency;" and it is upon that more particularly than 
what the hon. Mover of the motion said, that I raised my ar - 
gument that depriving those persons who had the right to 
vote for all these years and to send two representatives to 
this House would be an injustice. 

As far as the hon, member who seconded the motion is 
concerned, the; impression which he made when he was 
seconding the motion on the last occasion was different 
from what he said today. He completely somersaulted. He 
never at all touched upon that aspect of the situation, but 
rather avoided it completely. I have done a little research 
since the hon. member made that speech and referred to 
Sir Ivor Jedngs;  and I amprepared to quote what Jennings 
said here now to rebut what the hon. member said about 
"one man, one vote." 

What is wrong with the system now if it has served in 
good stead for a l l  these years? Surely, if you decide to 
abandon that system at some time or the otherjthen you 
ought to give reasonable ground for your intention to do so. 
Up to now, I have not really heard any cogent argument put 
forward by any member of the Opposition as to why this 
system should be changed. 
3.45 p.m. 

The Opposition argues that things change; there are 
single mEmber constitutncies in other countries and there- 
fore we sbould fan fnto b. I would l k  to tell the hon. 
member that, while we are @ue inthis particular set up, 
it is also true that, in other parts of the world, members of 
the Houses of Parliament are not also members of Local 
Councils. In Great Britain it is not so. 

Mr. WALCOTT: On a point of order. Tbhon. member 
must not be sodogmatic. Mr. Herbert Morrison was a m- 
ber of the How of Commons and also a member of the 
London County Council for years. 

Hon. M. E. COX: That is nor apoim of order. However, 
what is the position? Iwill repeat what I said wlm I replied 
on behalf of the Govermncnt cm the last occasion. I am not 



yet dealing with the hon. senior member for St Peter, but I 
will, at this stage. refer to him in connection with his refer- 
ence to the hlanifesto published by the Barbados Progres- 
sive League in 1944. Although the name has been changed, 
I accept that the Barbados Labour Party is defkitely the 
Barbados Progressi\,e League. What the hon. member has 
failed to say  is rhs: 

hlr. WALCOTT: On a point of order. I referred to the 
hon. member ilot to the Party, asclaimingin his own right 
that he said he believed in that Manifesto. 

Hon. hl. E. COX: That was in 1944. I was going to say 
that the hon. member has failed to say that we have had, 
since 1944, as many as  four Elections and we have also 
published Manifestos. And in no Manifesto of ours since 
19.14 is there included any question of single-member con- 
stituencies. That is all I have to say on that matter at this 
stage. 

Mr. WALCOTT: On a point of order. If you believe in a 
thing you do not have to say inevery Manifesto that you be- 
lieve in it. You will go on to print something new, and in 
which you believe. Your plans are  constant so that you do 
not have to change them overnight. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Iwillflogthehon. member with those 
very words later on. I am very glad he has said that. 

On this question of one vote, one man, the interpreta- 
tion of that is theestablishment of equality of human beings, 
and not of any question of single rnember constituencies. I 
pointed out on the last occasion that in1957, when I was in 
England, I attended a Conference sponsored by the British 
Labour Party at Beatrice Webb's house in Surrey. I was 
Chairman of a particular committee session, and there was 
Mr. Jim Griffith who was a very important member of the 
Labour Party - in fact, he is one of the front-bench mem- 
bers of the Labour Party - and he spoke on this question. 
There were also present the shadow Minister for Colonial 
Affairs, the late Mr. Aneurin Bevan, Mr. Gaitskell and a 
large number of Africans who had a t ~ n d e d  the Confer- 
ence. This question was discussed over and over again at 
every session, and the emphasis was that we believed in 
democratic socialism; and democratic socialism means that 
there should be one vote, one man, In other words, every 
man and woman irrespective of hisor her station in life or 
of colour, class or creed, should have the right to vote. That 
is the meaning of one vote, one man. 

With your permission, Mr. Speaker, I will quote from 
the very author from which the hon. junior member for St. 
Lucy quoted on the last occasion. I am sure that the Hon. 
Leader of the Opposition has one of these Editions; this is 
the Third Edition of Sir Ivor Jennings on page 179. The hon. 
member promised to lend me that edition but since then I 
have been able to purchase one. This is what the last para- 
graph states: 

"Lord Morley's account is said to have been the work 
of Mr. Gladstone, although in Cabinet all its members 
stand on an equal footing to speak with equal voice and on 
the rare  occasions, " this is most important, "when a divi- 
sion is taken, are  counted on the fraternalprinciple of one 
man one vote." 

In the early 19th century, I say this in order to bear 
out my argument, thereweredual-member constituencies in 
Great Britain. That was before I was born. There was this 
principle of dual-member constituencies... ( f i I l E S )  Iwfsh 
that the hon. senior member for St. Peter wourcl brhnvchfm- 
self. I am saying that the quotation madehere applies to the 
time when there were dual-member constituencies inGreat  
Britain. That was part of the BritishParty system The bon 
member can get a copy of this work; I tried to get this wpy 
in 1952. 
3.55 p.m. 

There was the berough of Old Sarum. This borough 
used to elect two members on seven votes; that is what h a p  
pened in England. There were dual member constituencies 
in Great Britain when what I quoted here was written. 

1L. 

If you check t h  Commonwealth Review of Ilacanber 
1961, you will see that in South Africa, on th t  question of 
voting, the Leader of the Progressive Party, Dr. Steytler, 
said that he did not believe in this question of one vote, one 
man. What I am trying to point out is  that there are single 
member constituencies in South Africa, but as  late as last 
year Dr. Steytler said that he does not believe in this one 
man, one vote. What he believes in is all responsible 
people... .. 

Mr. WALCOTT: On a point of order. If the hon. m m -  
ber does not mind, I would regard it as  a positive insult to 
those of us in this Chamber to hear the hon. member read- 
ing anything from South Africa as  evidencefor us to go by. 
W e  had to ban their goods, therefore South Africa is no 
place to quote as guidance. They must bequoted in deroga- 
tory terms. Dr. Steytler should be put against a wall and 
shot, and not to be quoted in here. It is  an insult to quote 
South Africa. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I understand, whether 
or not he believes it, that you have friends in Heaven and 
Hell also; and I do know, in spite of what the hon. member W 
may say, that in South Africa theblackpeoplehavewhite 
friends. There are some whitepeople who are  a s  anxious to 
see the abolition of apartheid as  we are  in this country. I 
am sure about that. I have quoted an instance which I ex- 
perienced in Geneva in 1957 when two ladies waited outside 
the door until I came out, started to discuss this question 
with me and told me how hard they were working to assist 
African people; so much so that, when some of the Afri- 
cans were gaoled, and they went to look for them to give 
assistance, they were rounded up by theSouth African Gov- 
ernment. Dr. Steytler is the Leader of the Opposition to 
the Verwoerd Government, and that is what he said. 

I am confident that there are  some white people in 
South Africa who would do more to help the black people of 
that country than even some of the black Bajans we have 
here, as  the Minister of Agricultureindicated inhis speech 
earlier today. The Leader of the Progressives, Dr. S-, 
said that his Party did not subscribe tothe doctrine of one 
man, one vote, but believed that every responsible person 
should be permitted to take part in the Government of the 4 
country. Iquoted that, however muchit may annoy the -m- 
ber to show that the interpretation given by them of this one 
man one vote wuld not be accepted, whenpeople who know 
far better than they, and who have laiddown this thing, are 
telling you that tl-e one man one vote applies to the frater- 
nal principle. What it means is that we a re  all brothers. 

Mr. Speaker, how can members link this one man one 
vote with the question of single member constituencies? A s  
I pointed out on the last occasion, oneman one vote estab- 
lishes a principle of the equality of human beings. That is 
the fundamental basis upon which one man one vote is 
founded - that you and I are  equal. It established the princi- 
ple of equality in so far a s  voting is concerned. In other 
words, Mr. Speaker, it means that Ifoneindividual has the 
right to cast 100 votes, anotber Mividual has equal right 
to cast the same hundred votes, and has absolutely nothing 
to do with single member constitutmcies. 

A 
I hope, Sir, that I have h a& to satisfy members. 

It is all well to come in here and talk a l l  over your face and 
try to fool and hoodwink people w b  are not conversant with 
these various things, but whenever thequsstions areproper - 
ly analysed and put to people, a d  put by people who have 
absolute& no intent of misleading or foolbg anybody, then 
tlm people have to think between the Unes and dacfdt who is 
right. I have absolutely no doubt in my mind that the mabri- 
ty - I do not speak for the minority, EIB minority will see 
and yet c b s e  their eyes - are bound to accept what is said. 

M,  Mr. Speaker, on the last occasion wtrmrhto point 
1* 

was raised, I said, that tbm is abso- m mudale from 
the people of Barbados for us to have mmb colr 
stituencies in Barbados. 
4.05 p.m 

h wouM be immamrial to m whGther m ~ u E d  m 
be singk7.lembers or a s  they am, doublamcmhar con- 



- 
stitwncies. I have no fear of what tbe results would be. I 
feel that I can go in anyparishand capture a seat, whether 
it be a single or dual. Thehon. junior member for St. John 

r says that he doubts it. I can push him out too. (Mr. WAL- 
C m :  You cannot.) It is alright for the hon. member to 
say that I cannot. On the last occasion when the Govern- 
ment had set up a Commission of Enquiry and the Govern- 
ment had made those awards in the sugar industry, that 
hon. rnember for St. Peter got on platforms of the hon. 
junior member for St. John and said that it was the b n .  
junior member for St. John who had got those awards. 

Mr. WALCOTT: The bn .  member knows that he 
is lying, 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must bear in mind 
that this is parliament and that the records will be read, 

Mr. WALCOTT: The hon. senior member for St. 
Michael said that I got on a platform and said that the hon. 
junior member for St. John was responsible for those 
awards, That remark can only come from a fool. If I 

L am General Secretary of the Trade Union and 1 am going 
to get on a platform and say that the hon. member for 
St. John is responsible for these awards, then the members 
of the Union should kick me out. That type of dishonesty 
is not goingto do the hon. senior rnember for St. Michael 
any ggod. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of 
order. I challenge the hon. member to say that he did not 
go to the hon. member's platform and speak. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I rise on a point of order. Yes. 
Everpime I went on his platform and spoke I said that I 
preferred to see him in the House of Assembly than Mr. 
Chenery, as a labourite. And if you bringback Mr. Chenery 
to run again, I will go on it again and say the same thing. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Sir, 1 am saying that, in so far as 
changes themselves are concerned. speaking for myself, 
it does not matter. I am not afraid of any electorate. What 
I am fighting for is a matter of principle. How can you tell 
me on the eve of an election, without any mandate, without 
putting it in your manifesto, without telling the people of 
this island, that you are prepared to introduce legislation 
to bring about single-member constituencies? How can you 
come into the House now and say that you are going to have 
single-member constituencies, and then you must get down 
Mr. X from Ellgland to appoint boundaries? 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of 
order. I heard the hn .  member say that that is something 
which you have not put to the electorate. Is the hon. member 
suggesting that the only time you put something to the 
electorate is within the time the Parliament is meeting? 

Hon. M. E. COX: That is not a point of order. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I rise on a point of explanation. The 
hon. member is  saying that this matter was never put to 

A the electorate. I am saying that itwasput to the electorate 
because in 1944, when the hon. member was elected to this 
House, single-member constituencies were in the manifesto 
of his party. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Sir, in 1944 the Barbados Labour 
Party got seven seats. W e  had it in our manifesto, and 
of the other parties who did not have it, one got nine seats 
and the other six seats. 

Mr. WALCOTT: All the members said that it was put 
to the electorate. 

h 

Hon. M. E. COX: Sir, I have said that this is a pro- 
posed major change in our constitutional setup. If you 
look at the history of all changes, you will find, as far 
a s  voting is concerned, that you had the Poll Act of 1886; 
the arneodmtnt to the constitution in 1884; then you come 
down to 1913 whtn the late Mr. Henry Walter Reece 
brought in an amendment to this House asking that the 

franchise be reduced from £50 to £30: and in 1944 there 
was an amendment put up by Mr. E. K. Walcott. 

(Loud A s i d e s  by Mr. WAL COTT.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must contain him- 
self. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Sir, I do not mind being interrupted 
by the hon. member. When we come to this House, we 
come here to discuss the business of the people of this 
country and to do what we consider best in their interest 
and to improve the lot of the workers. We do not come 
here to abuse somebody, their mother and their father. 
What we come here for is to do as much good as we can. 
That is how I take it. May be, hon. members on the other 
side are of a different opinion. I do not want to wallow in 
the mud in which some of them wallow. I do not mean the 
Hon. Leader of the Opposition; I must confess that I 
have great respect for him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must so speak as 
to make it appear as though hehas respect for every other 
member. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Sir, I have respect for every other 
member, but not for their abuse, I quoted the different dates 
when proposals were made for amending our constitu- 
tion: 1884, 1886,1930, 1942, 1943, 1948 when we extended 
the life of the House to five years; in 1951 we brought into 

, being Adult Suffrage. At m time was any question of 
I single-member constituencies raised; it was not discussed 

or put to anybody. Since this is a change of such major 
importance, it should be discussed by the people of the 
country first so as to find out how they feel about it. It is 
of such importance, there should be a referendum ton it; 
or whoever wants to put it to the country, ought to put it 
so that that group or Party would have a mandate to amend 
the constitution. 

This is applicable in this sense, that in the constitution 
of the Federation of Nigeria, 1960, it is  stated that al- 
terations to Section 3 of this Constitution for the purpose 
of altering boundaries by the transfer of any part of one 
territory to another territory shall be effected only in 
accordance with the following procedure: - 

''A referendum upon thequestion whether the act should 
have effect has been held inpursuance of provision made in 
that behalf by Parliament in every part of Niger ia that would 
be comprised in a new region or transferred from one 
territory to another, as the case may be, at which the per- 
sons entitled to vote were the persons who at the date of 
the referendum were entitled to vote in any constituency 
in that part of Nigeria would be under Section 46 of this 
constitution who at which at least three-fifths of all the 
persons who were entitled to vote at the referendum voted 
in favour of the act." 
4.15 p.m. 

What is the position in any of the other States? Here 
we have an author who, I understand, is an outstanding 
authority on Constitutions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the name of the author? 

Hon. M. E. COX: He is Professor K. G. Wheare. He 
is dealing with modern Constitutions. I hope that this book 
will not ke made a document of the House. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I am in a position to quote the facts. 
( A s i d e s )  That book can be made a document of the House. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Why does that boy not behave him- 
self? 

Mr. WALCOTT: Who is he calling a boy? Where do 
you think you are? Do you think youare out in Africa? You 
will get a slap in your face. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am speaking to thehon. senior mem- 
ber for St. Michael and the hon. senior member for St. 



Peter. One bad reference must produce another; and that 
puts the position in such a state that things get out of 
hand. I hope that these two bon. members will try and con- 
tain themselves. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I apologise for any 
reference I made and in which Ihave caused Your Honour's 
displeasure. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I apologisetoo,Sir.This is  what Mr. 
Wheare says:- 

'Speaking generally, it would seem that the amending 
process in most modern constitutions is aimed at safe- 
guarding one or more of -four objectives. The first 
is  that the constitution should be changed only with delibera- 
tion and not lightly or wantonly. The second is that the 
people should be given an opportunity of expressing their 
views before a change is made. The third is  that in a 
Federal System the powers of the Units representing the 
Central Government should not be alterable by either party 
acting alone. The will of the people may be sought in a 
different way. The Legislature itself may be given power 
to make the amendment, but it may be required to delay 
its final action until a general election has been held, 
thus ensuring that the people may, if they choose, express 
their views upon the proposal in voting for candidates at the 
election, In Belgium when a proposal to amend the con- 
stitution is brought forward, both Houses of the Legisla- 
ture must be dissolved and after re-election the amend- 
ment must be passed by a two-thirds majority in each 
House at a Session at which at least two-thirds of the 
member S are present before it can become effective. In 
Denmark, before the proposed amendment is submitted to 
a referendum of the people as mentioned above, it must 
be approved in both Houses of the Legislature before and 
after a General Election. In Holland also, there must be a 
General Election of both Houses of the Legislature and 
thereafter the amendment must be passed by a two- 
thirds majority in both Houses. Sweden requires a 
majority vote in each House of the Riksdag before and 
after a General Election, while in Norway, there is 
added a further safeguard that the approval of a two- 
thirds majority of the Storting is necessary for the 
General Election. In Columbia and Equador anamendment 
must be approved by a majority in each House in two 
successive Congresses." 

Mr. Speaker, I could go on quoting for the whole night 
in order to bear out what I am saying. The passage goes 

"By the Italian Constitution of 1948, the proposed 
amendment approved by the Legislature must be sub- 
mitted to a referendum if, within three months, one-fifth 
of the members of the Lower House or five hundred 
thousand voters or five regional Councillors so request, 
unless the proposal was carried by a two-third majoriry 
in each House." 

In Chile, Switzerland and in all of these places, it is 
required that you must have a majority of persons 
voting k f o r e  such a change is made. As a matter of fact, 
I have an instance here which I would like to quote. It1 
is a s  follows:- 

"The experience of Denmark is perhaps a classic 
example. In 1939 proposals to amend the constitution 
had to be passed by both Houses of the Riksdag before and 
after a General Election, as  the constitution amendments 
in 1915 required, were submitted to the people for approval. 
The constitution requires that an amendment to be car- 
ried must obtain the support not only of the elector s voting 
but also at least 45 per cent of those entitled to vote. 
On this occasion, although the proposals received the 
support of a majority of those v o t a ,  they obtained the 
support of only 44.% per cent of thequalified voters." And 
therefore the amendment could not be carried. 

Mr. Speaker, I could quote from many authorities which 
I have here, but it would take about two o r  three bows to 

show what thewsition is in an important issue such as this. 
Although the Government may not have a mandate from the 
people or have included such a proposalinits Manifesto, if 
the Government decides to bring forward an amendment 
there may be some point in it where the Government says: 
"We have a majority from the people and therefore we have 
the right to propose this amendment;" but when an Opposi- 
tion proposes an amendment such a s  this, then that is a 

I different question. 

Mr. WiIliamPem in his "England's Great Interest", 
'*ice of its new Parliament", in 1679 claimed the right 
of the people to share in legislation and alleged that their 
fundamental rights should not be infringed upon by legis- 
lation without their consent. That has brought Mr. &l- 
four, Mr. Gladstone and many Prime Ministers of Great 
Britian imo trouble by their attempting, at one time or 
other, to pass important legislation without referring to the 

I people. The Reform Act of 1832 was put to the people and 
the people voted on it. 

When you come to this House of Assembly with an 
election around the corner, and you say that you want single 
member constituencies, you are  attempting and with a 
limited number of seats --- Perhaps, Mr. Speaker, I 
had better make this point before I forget to do so. The 
hon. junior member for St. John, in 1955, accused the Gov- 
ernment of doing nothing to help unemployment, and so on. 
4.25 p.m, 

A week or two after, the members came in with a 
Resolution or  an Address to the Covernor asking to send 
down legislation to provide for one member toevery three 
thousand electors in this island. 

Mr. BARROW: On apoint of order. Since the hon. mem- 
ber is going to quote me, I am glad to see that somebody has 
a recollection that I am thepersonwho brought an Address 
for single member constituencies. Ihave sent for the Reso- 
lution, but if the hon. member has it I would like him to 
quote it. As far as  I can remember, the Resolution was for 
a more equitable distribution and allocation of seats on 
a single member constituency basis. The figure as far, a s  I 
remember, was one in five thousand; but the hon. member is 
saying one in three thousand. The figure however is 
immaterial. I am glad that the member has reminded the 
House that in 1955 I asked for single member constituen- 
cies. U he does have the Resolution, I would like him to read 
it rather than trust to his very fallible memory. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I remember well. After criticising 
the Government for doing nothing about uwnpbyment, he 
attempted to solve the unemployment problem by add* 
more seats to the House. 

Mr. BARROW: On a point: of order. Did the hon. mem- 
ber say I was adding more seats to the House? 

Hon. M. E. COX: TheResolution would have incread 
the members of the House by having one for every three 
thousand electors. 

Mr. BARROW: On a point of order. I invite the hon. 
member to read the Resolution which I had, Do not get up 
and say that I was solving the unemployment prohtem 
by increasing the number of seats in the House; that was 
not the purpose of the Resolution at all. The pwpose of the 
Resolution was for single member constituenciss. I invite 
the Hon. Minister to read the Resolution. 

Hon. M. E. COX: I had a copy of the Resolution which I 
read on platforms during the last General Eltction cam- 
paign; Ido not have a wpy bere now. If the hoe. m m b e r  has 
sent for a copy, I hope be obtains it. I amdefinitely sure 
that he said that there should beone member to every three 
thousand electors; so, if we have 100,000 electors, there 
would be 34 or 36 members in the House. That is how be 
attempted to solve the unemployment problem in Barbados. 



* 

HOSE REVERTS TO GOVERNMENT BLlSINFSS 

- Mr. SPEAKER: It now being 4.30 p.m. o'clock, the 
L House will revert to Government Business. 

RESUMPTION OF DEaATE ON REPLY 
TO HIS EXCELLENCYS SPEECH 

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Speaker, on thesuspension, I was 
dealing with the remarks His Excellency had made relative 
to health and social services in the island. I had said that 
our water supply was a cause for concern, especially when 
we think in terms of the water-borne sanitation and water 
closets which we do have in Barbados; and even though we 
do not hope that in the near future such a black day would 
descend upon us, it would certainly be an alarming situa- 
tion if on some occasion we had to wme to the House and 
pass a law saying that there should be no more water 

\ closets in Barbados because of our underground water 
: supply. 

This is certainly a matter which we must viav with 
C, .S some concern. From my association with the General 

Board of Health and the Town and Country Planning 
Committee of the Northern Area, we have been quite con- 
cerned about it, because it appears to us that there are 
certain buildings and in particular one hotel of which I 
know, which strike us as  being already on the sheet water 
area, and we are  worried as to whether it may not even- 
tually affect the purity of the water in that area. I said that 
such should be shown by the survey which is to be under- 
taken by an expert from W. H. O., and therefore we would 
not pursue the matter at this stage any further. W e  will 
await the outcome of such a survey, but certainly it should 
be known that we are not unaware of the situation. 

I would like to refer, Sir, to our attitude towards 
public health education. We certainly feel that wewould like 
our island to so bestir itself that could we engender a 
better attitude and feeling for public health education, and 
also show that we are ourselves believers in preventive 
medicine. I take it that, from the remarks made in His 
Excellency's Address, this is to a great extent the policy 
of the Government; but sometimes policies as policies do 
not get very far unless you can so bestir the population and 
let the people of a community take a positive interest in 
matters of this nature. The field of public health education 
and preventive medicine is one in which I feel we have a 
long way to go; and we certainly cannot do too much too 
quickly. 

A lot will  be said about hospital administration, and 
just as I have mentioned before that I consider the majority 
of our problems in Government today are not matters of 
policy themselves but mostly matters of administration and 
to some extent mal-administration, I would only say that we 
would expect particular consideration to begive to this sub- 
ject of hospital administration when deaIing with our health 
services, One of the things that I know members of the 
public have teen asking for for a long time, and I believe 
would still take them a little time to get it, is the simple 

1- matter of regular visiting hours for the general wards 
of the Barbados General Hospital. It just seems to 
be administratively impossible at the moment to have a 
regular visiting bour at the bospital every day, simply 
because the wards are so large. The medical authorities 
find that every time they have visiting hours as such, it 
disrupts t b  medical routine service which they are  rurming 
jn the wards. W e  look forward to the new hospital where the 
rooms would be much smaller and where youwould be able 
to administer such a state of affairs mom effectively. 

Certainly one thing that strikes me very strongly is 
F that, in the private wards of the hospital, you can get 

visitors coming in very free and W, and PS a matter of 
fact, I think sometimes these visitors violate the medical 
arrangements by the ease in which they are  abbe to make 
visits to that section of the hospital. , 
4.35 p.m. 

I, myself, am a strong b l b e r  that anyperson who is 
in an institution must be subjected to the rules and regu- 

lations of that institution. I do not at all feel, as far as 
visitors are concerned, or any other sort of medical 
routioc is concerned, that there should be special rules 
for private wards and not for the general wards. Speak- 
ing for myself, I do not believe in Private wards. 

Sir, we come to the Civil Servants as mentioned in 
His Excellency's -h. Every time His Excellency 
addresses members of this Legislature, he does make 
dutiful mention of the services which have been rendered 
by alI members of the Civil Establishment; and especially 
since their added responsibility through internal self- 
government. 

In his Address on this occasion, His Excellency 
mentioned that there will bea salaries revision for Civil 
Servants. This i s  regarded in an affable light; but I am 
inclined to the feeling that a salaries revision in the 
Civil Service is needed but not by just adding to the in- 
dividual's salary. I regard it as an opportunity to in- 
stitute a full enquiry into the operation of the Civil Ser- 
vice; and I feel very strongly on that. 

There should be some concept of job-evaluation in the 
Civil Service, so that you can really know what a par- 
ticular job really means to the organisation of Govern- 
ment. The big industries and Unions find job-evaluation 
such an important subject, very often they allow a research 
team of persons at Universities to investigate jobs in 
the organisation for them; and after that has been in- 
vestigated, then there will be consideration as to the 
wages or salaries which should be given to those par- 
ticular jobs. 

The reason why I mentioned that jobevaluation was 
so big a thing i s  because, just as you will find that that 
itself is a big problem with industries, the value of any 
particular job to Government is a factor of its adminis- 
tration. You cannot run a Government properly, a bus- 
iness or any organisation, unless you have the parti- 
cular jobs - which are  services rendered - which are 
essential to that organisation; therefore, not only do you 
need to create posts as we do here in the House of 
Assembly, but also we are left in the situation where we 
attach salaries to those posts, and I do not think that we 
are as thorough as we may have been if there were a 
detailed investigation into the value of the particular job 
in the Service. 

I will just give you a simple example which comes 
before my mind. When we are doing this salaries re- 
vision, would it be that we would be led away to the temp- 
tation of offering a, sliding scale and upgrading salaries 
without taking into account what may be a comparison 
between a postman and say a messenger at Government 
Headquarters? What comparison there is between the 
service which! these two types of individuals render ? Whose 
job is really the more essential to the community and 
to which you give the greater amount of weight so far 
as carrying out the business of the Government? 

Unless we get some clarification as to what jobs 
we consider most important and let people in an in- 
dependent society know that that is work which we con- 
sider to be important in its own right, then we will 
always be in that state of creating anomalies when we 
talk of a salaries revision. We have 'oeen caught - and 
all other Governments have been caught-in the situation 
where you have inherited an administration where very often 
a job is created for the man, ratber than finding a man for 
the particular job. If we have inherited that, we have got a 
lot of jobs whichhave been created for individuals; therefore 
when you come to value the job of the post itself, you will 
find that you cannot give a u.ue evaluation because you are 
in that unfortunate position and therefore, you find that all 
you do, if you have a particular anomaly between two clerks 
and when you have stepped up their salaries by say loolo, all 
that you have done is to increase your anomalies. 

I understand that theCivilService Association are say- 
ing that they will prefer to bargain on this salaries re- 



vision on their own rather than to get an independent 
con~inissioi~. I say, Sir, with great respect that they 
cannot be t ~ o  far \jrrong; because to get a Coinmissioner 
who \vould k coming into the island, he might appear to 
be disinterested and certainly uninterested in our precept 
of our internal self-go17ernment; and the whole trouble and 
\Irorry which we have to contend with is to have a person 
come and do a job and all that he does in the end is to 
create more anomalies. Because of that, I say that the 
Civil Ser1-ice Association cannot do worse tllail that. If 
you find that you are creating anomalies by not giving 
a thorougll job-e~sluation, yorl had better allow the Civil 
Service Association, being composed of members of our 
own community, to have that responsiblity. 

As far as the Civil Service Association is concerned, 
one of the biggest problems which lie have to face is how 
can we develop thc. attitude arnong ou r  pcoplc that giving 
service is more than filling a job. That is a particular 
problem in our social development which we have to face. 
I think all over thecountry is faced with it, but particularly 
so in the Civil Service. To have a salaries revision, which 
all wi l l  say is in order, should be deeper than the addition 

i of a few cents and the creation of more anomalies. It 
should be the kind of revision to find a real meaning of 
what the Civil Service stands for; and at the same time 
make sure that  jnbs are set out ona more equitable basis. 
People would be encouraged to develop a feeling that the 
job which they are doing is really a vital service to the 
community and that they are  not just working eight hours 
a day to get a salary without any interest in the job which 
they are  doing. 
1.45 p.m. 

I do not regard enquiries into any particular branch 
of the Service as anything but an attempt to improve the 
particular administrative machinery of the service; and it 
should not be looked at in any other hght. 

From the point of view of administrative service, I 
would say that just a few figures would show where we are  
really faced with a monstrous, administrative problem. 
An example will suffice. In 1946 we carried a Budget of 
roughly $5 million when Sir Hilary Blood said that he could 
not get the work done until he got additional help; now we 
have a Budget of over $20 million, which is more than four 
times as much as we were handling then. In carrying 
through this programme, we have had in the Civil Service 
a number of old administrative personnel who would have 
reached the top in the days of a former political regime; 
and it would be difficult for some of those Civil Servants 
to want to accept the idea of carrying out the policy of a 
Labour Government. That is because they have allthrough 
their daily lives, grown up in the atmosphere of taking 
orders from the Keith Walcott regime; 'and therefore you 
will find it difficult to carry out thepolicies of the present 
Government. That is just an example of oneof the troubles 
which the Government gets from the point of view of ad- 
ministration. 

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of order. I am sorry to 
interrupt the hon. member, but I am afraid that I cannot 
allow that statement to go unchallenged. The hon. member 
is really replying to the Governor's Speech on behalf of 
the Government. I am afraid that that statement which he 
has just made is not correct; there may be one or two 
odd cases but I would say, generally speaking, that the 
Civil Service has been co-operating and falling in with these 
changes. 

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Speaker, I am glad to hear that 
there may only be one or  two odd cases. 

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of order. I hope the House 
hears what I have said. I said that there may be an odd 
case or so, but generally speaking, the Civil Servants co- 
operate with the Government. In myopinion, they a re  doing 

I Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Speaker, I do not thinkthat any- 
body has said that the Civil Servants are not doing a good 
job; but_ we want to do a better job. There is  no question 

4 

about it that these are situations which face us, and that 
these arc  matters ior  our consideration. One particular 

W 
problem ( I  ' .I;iE\) You can go to any Department and in a 
few minutes' conversation you can discover the particular 
officer who would readily co-operate with the Govern- b 
ment's policy or the one who would resist it. It does not 
take a psychiatrist to do that; anyqne who takes that par- 
ticular interest in the administration of the Government 
w i l l  be  able to recognise what I have said easily. 

Another problem is one of a personnel nature. We 
hate not yet de17eloped a clear-cut system as to how we 
should handle our personnel problems in our CivilSer- 
vice; and this is nothing to which the Government has to 
accept blame as such. You will find that Civil Servants 
will go out of their way to put some of their grievances 
in the Press with the idea of feeling that they are  getting 
theirwrongsredressed; they do not always have the par- 
ticular machinery within their organisation for handling 
these problems on an equitable basis. That is nothing, I re- 
peat, for which youcan blame theGovernment; it is a prob- 
lem with which the Government becomes saddled; and you 

J 
must try and tackle it in thebest way. It is a fact that there 

"W 2 
is  hardly any Department of Government where you have 
adequate machinery for the solving of personal problems, 
and therefore these problems will multiply. Consequently, 
people will think that one of the sources of redressing their 
grievances is the one to which they go. I would also say that 
the development of our Civilservice Association into a virile 
self-respecting body, is  one of the best means by which we 
can counteract what is an undesirable situation. 

I want to know that the Civil Service develops itseIf; 
but the members must carry a heavier responsibility in the 
attitude in which they carry on their work. You do not 
merely want to see what financial benefit you will wt ,  but 
you want to see about the manner in which you carry out 
your work. That is  a matter which has to be dealt with 

On the question of Education, I will summarise that 
by saying, as  I have said before, that I, personally, think 
our Minister of Education should be renamed Minister of 
Development. In any developing community, you have to 
base your development on the development of the people 
you have around you. From the point of view of community 
development, education is one of the basic planks. I think 
it is most commendable that the Government has shown 
such evidence in the educational devebpment of the coun- 
try. I say that this is a problem which cannot be solved 
by just turning one's head away from it. 
4.55 p.m. 

We need the full scope of development in Primary, 
Secondary and further education. I would like to feel that we 
do not just put the emphasis on secondary education and for- 
get Primary and further education. It is simply impossible 
for the development you need ineducation, and other social 
development in this island, to say you a re  going to handle 
it out of the current expenditure you have here. The time 
and generation will pass away and other problems will  
catch up with you before you do it. Has Government really 1 
given serious consideration to a loan on behalf of education- 
al development? I would not liketo hear anybody say that it A 
could not be done, because if you cannot do it, what else are  
you going to do to handle alltheseproblems that a re  facing 
you? You will find that you cannot handlethe problem as it 
ought to be handled from them million budget I saw passed 
around here today. 

We need to adjust ourselves to working and dealing 
with Organisations per se. Wenow live in an age of organi- 
sational pressure, and every organisation would be apoli- 
tical organisation: the Workers' Union Organisation, the 
Civil Service Association, the Chamber of Commerce and e 
even the other Organisations like the Boys'Scouts Associa- 
tion and the St. John Ambulance Brigade. We must develop 
that technique of dealing with Organisations so that we will 
be able to pull our weight in this question of social develop- 
ment; and it is to our interest thatwe attempt to raise our 
standards on each one of these points. I feel that the Gov- 
ernment has made a wonderful attempt in social develop- 

% 
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mrst, M the pro- it much vasDer thPn W 
a h k  to touch so far. 

Om particular regret, Mr.Speaker, which I have c a u s  
to mntion relative to His Exdlency's Speech, is the ab- 
sence of any raference at a l l  to Radio Broadcasting in this 
muutry. We bave read with a little joy that the Minister of 
Con-mun.tcati0n.s has just renvned from Trinidad, and as 
far as  the Press goes, has got some positive plans or had 
some constructive discussion on this s u b W  and I think 
that is a matter for whichwe should feel joyful. I am sorry 
that it was not h His ExceIlencySs speech as such. I know 
that my Party feels strongly on broadcastirtg; we feel very 
strongly on this question of mass communication, whichwe 
find happening all over the world, especially in the big 
countries where you are getting this combination of news- 
papers, radio and television studios working themselves 
into a particular monopoly. 

i Mr. Speaker, there is now an inquiry going on about 
this state of affairs in Britain. It is customary now in the 
United States of America to find a newspaper having shares 1 L. in a television company and in a radio broadcasting corn- 
pany, and getting hold of the mass communication to the 
people, and giving direct public information sometimes 
for the good and sometimes for the very bad. It is a very 
dangerous thing for any Government to disregard a pro- 
hkxn like this. Right now inBarbados Iam certain that one 
of your Editors of the Advocate is on the Board of Mrec- 
tors of Barbados Rediffusion. The trend is there already 
as far as mass communication is concerned; and I think 
we must make positive statements on this question. 

Even though there are many people whowould say that 
they bentfit from having Rediffusion in their house, I per- 
sonally consider that Rediffusion, as it presently functions, 
is a cultural menace. Just because it serves the purpose 
of a domestic juke-box that does not mean that we must 
disregard the very important problem of mass communi- 
cation in this age and generation. So strongly do we feel 
on this matter, again I would quote a Resolution showing 
what members of my Party felt on this subject. When you 
quote Resolutions showing what members of a Party feel, 
obviously it must be understood that a Party is an organi- 
sation in a particular sense; whereas,GovernmentasGov- 
ernrnent, has certain restrictions by the fact that they are 
Government in the same sense; and Parties very often - 
the Party to which the Government belongs - can express 
themselves more virulently and strongly on certain items 
and with a wider scope than Government are able to do; but 
it does not mean that these other activities of the general 
Party should not be known, even though the Government 
may find it impracticable at a particular time to institute 
such Resolutions and policies that are passed at Con- 
ferences. The Resolution reads as follows:- 

'WHEREAS the technique of mass communications is 
regarded as a mammoth problem in the more developed 
c o m i e s  of the world; 

AND WHEREAS this problem has a more particular 
importance in the newly developing countries such as the 
West Indies; 

AND WHEREAS it is against the best interest of any 
community to have a commercial broadcasting systemen- 
joying a monopoly as is the case with Barbados Rediffu- 
sien Limited; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Barbados Government 
should immediately permit the installation of a Radio 
Broadcasting Unit in Barbados; 

n AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if such a new 
station is not a Government station, then it should be a 
private station other than Barbados Rediffusion Limited." 

The people of Jamaica had the same problems. Radio 
Jamaica carried a monopoly and for ten years they went 
abng like that; and they also found that although it was 
t k e  to bring a juke-box to everybody's house, it did not 
mean that thc programmes thanselves were worthwhile. 
The ones you hiard mostly w e n  of the juke-box type. 

I 
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Having d h o w r e d  that, Jamaica cut down tkir franchise 
on Radio Jamaica, and they subsidised another radio broad- 
casting station, thc Jamaica Broadcasting Corporation. 
Sfnce that has been done, the programmes of both stations 
on radio education have stepped up Uemendo~sly. 

Any broadcasting unit with a monopoly is one of the 
biggest dangers. Why I said that Rediffusion is a cultural 
menace is not because some of the people who work at 
Rediffusion are not good people - I have nothing against 
their personal character at all - not because some of the 
programmes could not be cultural programmes, but what 
happens to a people when you train them sub-consciously 
mt  to be selective? With Rediffusion in your home you do 
not select a station; you do not give yourself the trouble 
to say you want tolistenor select a particular programme; 
you are not training yourself at all, you just have a noise 
in the corner. 
5.05 p.m. 

If the noise happens to be something which you want 
to listen to, you might turn your ear to it; and if the noise 
is wmethhg which you do not want to listen to, you just 
turn your ears against it -but youstill hear it. It is really 
a dangerous thing for a developing community to be going 
along and b r i n g  any sort of thing without making an ef- 
fort to sift things, or to listen to something worthwhile and 
listen to it intelligently. I hake the strongest feelings as 
far as this mass communication is concerned, and as far 
as radio broadcasting is concerned for Barbados. W e  are 
looking forward to what the Government has to say on the 
matter, especially since the Minister has had some dis- 
cussion on this matter. I regret that it is not mentioned 
as a particular item in His Excellency's address. We need 
in any situation like this, to set certain goals. 

If I may summarise from reading and studying the 
comprehensive speech which His Excellency the Governor 
has given to this Chamber and which I know is a pro- 
gramme of policy of the Government, I say that we have 
two particular set of goals to which we are aiming. One 
is from the Federal level; and that is, what can we really 
contribute for the benefit of our own people and for the 
benefit of the world from the West Indian standpoint? I 
think that we have a cultural contribution to make. This 
section is what I would call development for the smaller 
boys. It is the smaller boys like Nigeria and the West 
Indies, who are going to turn the scales of the United 
Nations debate by bringing their collective interest to 
bear on the bigger and more potential warmongering coun- 
tries of the world. If you have this fund of idealism in the 
United Nations, we need todevelopour West Indian Federa- 
tion so that we can make a cultural impact on the debates 
in United Nations. 

On the local scene we need to set up goals on condi- 
tions within the general developments of the country, that 
is, to develop your industries. We must concentrateon the 
development of our people so that we would be able to de- 
velop our industries. If there is theonething which strikes 
me with the Deep Water Harbour, it is that our situation 
would have been a lot happier with the coming into exis- 
tence of the Deep Water Harbour if, ten years previously, 
the people had thought of thedevelopment of skills for peo- 
ple who might have become displaced worker S. If the people 
at that time had though of that, these people would have 
been in a better position to faceupto the situation. This is 
not a political situation, it is an economic situation which 
could not be helped by anyone. 

You could not help developing your Deep Water Har- 
bour; and they are a lot of young men who thought that the 
only skill needed was to lift a bag of sugar; therefore, you 
get the feeling in this agricultural atmosphere that you 
need one particular skill. Now you are changing over, peo- 
ple are not yet developed from the point of view of having 
skills to take- care of themselves to the extent which you 
would like, in this period of transition. Therefore, I say 
from the point of view of local goals, you certainly need 
to put our energy into the socialdevelopment of our people. 
With these remarks, I beg to move that the Address which 
1 read out at the beginnim do now pass. 



Mr. SEARLES: Mr. Speaker, lt is my pleasant duty now 
to sewnd the motion for the passingofthis Address to His 
Excellency the Governor. The hon. junior member for St. 
Joseph has taken a very comprehensive view of this Ad- 
dress and has given us some elaborate things to consider. 
I do not propose to go over any of the things which he has 
said, but there is one thing which I would like to bring to the 
notice of the Government. Although His Excellency the 
Governor has not said anythingwithregard to the next Five 
Year Plan, I think that there a re  many things which are out- 
standing which would take the Government another five 
years to complete; therefore, it is no use taking on more 
things to do when there a re  things which you have not yet 
completed. The Deep Water Harbour is practically finished, 
but it will take a year or  so to bring it to its useful pur- 
pose. We have got a new hospitaltofinish and that is going 
to take a large sum of money to complete. A s  to how the 
Government is going to get the money, that is left to them; 
they will have to find ways and means to get it. 

As regards roads in this country, the programme is 
fairly well developed; and if things continue as they are  
at present, in the next two years or so we will have very 
little road work to do and will have to look for develop- 
ment along other certain lines. It i s  true that the East 
Coast Road i s  being talked about, but that in itself is an- 
other Deep Water Harbour; and it will take millions of 
dollars to finish; therefore if Government undertakes that 
project they will have a lot on their hands to do. 1 do not 
see how they can bring in another comprehensive plan for 
the next Five years. 

Another thing is this, and it is a burning question: We 
in this country have adopted the policy of retiring individ- 
uals in the Public Service at 55 years, or on a doctor's 
certificate, and then we find immediately after retiring 
them that those individuals are in full firm health and 
strong emugh to carry on further duties; and you find that 
they are  appointed to other jobs again. That must automa- 
tically cease. If a man has obtained a doctor's certificate 
of ill health, well then, he is unable to undertake further 
duties, therefore, young men must be given theopportunity 
to perform thoseduties which yougive to these people after 
they have resigned. I am speaking from the bottom of my 
heart and not from the point of view of building any row 
with anybody. I feel that the Government means well by 
doing so, but finally that costs this Government a lot of 
money. Besides that, you have the compulsory retiring age 
at 60 years. I say that the retiringage should be 65 years. 
A man at 60 years in this country is quite strong enough 
to carry on his duties efficiently. There are  a few instances 
in which a man is sickly at that age, and will not be able to 
carry on; therefore, automatically, he will have to retire; 
but the majority of people in the Service at that age are  
quite able to carry on. Those are the things which can be 
rectified. 

W e  come to Old Age Pensions. I am a believer in giv- 
ing a man as much a s  we possibly can; but from my ex- 
perience in Local Government I have wme to the conclu- 
sion that there are some people at 65 years, 64, and 63 
year S who are  more deserving of old age pension than some 
at 68 years. 
5.15 p.m. 

Now if this Government is  not in aposition financially 
to increase the Old Age Pension from $1.80 per week to 
whatever they may feel like carrying it, the best thing for 
the Government to do is to reduce the qualifying age from 
sixty-eight to sixty-five years, and thereby bring in those 
people who would he in line to receive the pension. I know 
that in order to reduce the qualifying age from sixty-eight 
years to sixty-five, that will w s t  this country no less than 
half a million dollars. It would be- m give more peo- 
ple the $1.80 per week having reduced thequalifying age to 
sixty-five years than to increase the figure of $1,80 to 
$2.40. In that way you will be helpingmore people who de- 
serve belp. I am therefore asking the Government that, if 
they do not see their way m reductthe qualifying age from 
sixty-eight years to sixty-five and bring in more people, 
then they should make the Okl Age Pension a little more 
tban $1.80 per week. It is impossible for anybody to do any- 
thing more with $1.80 per week than just buy milk. There 
are  lots of things which the Govermncnt should forego and 

give these unfortunate people snmsbbg more an which to 
live. I am not saying what these things should COB; that can b 
better be said in council; but I do know that tbere are  tbings 
which the Government could forego and give these unfor- 
tunate people a little more. 

b 

So much has been said with regard tothe policy of the 
Government by the hon. jllnior member for St. Joseph that 
I do not want to keep the Mouse too the Opposition 
will probably take another day to reply and make this ques- 
tion a sore point, In passing an Mdress  in reply to His 
Excellency's Speech, it is not so muchaqmstion of debate 
or  telling a man what he should do or what he should not 
have done, you want to co-operate and do sorr&&g for the 
country. 

It is impossible for the Governor to visualise and say 
everything he would do for the country; this is a Reply to 
the Governor's Address and for us, as  members of this 
House, whether we are  backbenchers or Minisoers, this is 
the time in our lives when we can speak with authority and 
independence. (L aughter) Every member of this Househas 
the opportunity of putting forward his point of view, anl I 
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am not going to fail inthat. Ican stand before Your Honour 
and speak for about another hour or two, but what is t k  
use of going over something which the hon. junior member 
for St. Joseph has already covered? Mr. Speaker, it is now 
my pleasant duty to second the motion for the passing of 
this Address. 

Mr. BRANCKER: Mr. Speaker, I am glad that the 
member who has just sat down, is at last a convert to my 
proposal which has been repeated Session after Session for 
about ten or twelve years, almost since the introduction of 
the Old Age Pension Act: that the age-limit should be re- 
duced to a minimum of sixty-five years. 1 am now pro- 
posing an amendment to the Address as  moved by the hon. 
junior member for St. Joseph, by the deletion of the ulti- 
mate paragraph thereof and the substitution of one in its 
place. The substituted paragraph, which1 propose to number 
(2.) and which Ibeg formally now to move be that paragraph, 
reads as  follows:- 

"2. The House notes - and depbres - the complete 
absence of mention in the Speech of very many matters of 
exceptional and outstanding import, such as  inter alia:- 

Single member constituencies; 

Comprehensive up-to-date Statement of Policy rela- 
tive to public passenger transport; 

Compulsory Education; 

Free hot midday meals at public Elementary Schools; 

Erection of new Grammar Schools; 

Amendment to Old Age Pension Act; 

Acceptance of principle of equalpay for equalwork re- 
gardless of sex; b. 

Provision for females to be eligible for Jury service. 

Nevertheless the House affirms its readiness to con- 
sider thoroughly all measures introduced into this Cham- 
ber, and to support such a s  are  genuinely pro bono pu blico." 

The amendment which the Oppcsirion is put* for- 
ward to the Reply to tbeGoverwr's Address will read with 
the first paragraph a s  it stands, aml with the m%w substi- 
tuted second paragraph entirely in place of the original 
paragraph 2. .U% 

Mr. Speaker, the outstanding and most noticeahlefea- 
ture of the Governor's Speech at theopening of this Session 
was its omissions. I have specified a certain number - 
they are by no means all - in the amndsd paragraph which 
I am offering to be substituted for the dehted paragraph 2 Y 
a s  proposed by my motion. I w i l l  go through the various 
aspects of tb M d n s s  and make c o m m a s  a s  I go on. In 



the Section of the Speech dealing with the Constitution I 
notice that this is what was said:- 

''The freedom of actionof theJudiciaryfron:executive 
interference will be preserved, the Attorney General will 
retain freedom of action in those matters whichare tradi- 
tionally the functions of his office......" 

It may well be that the Attorney General should not 
continue to retain freedom of action in those matters which 
are traditionally the functions of his office if, in permitting 
him to retain such freedom, we find obvious instances in 
which the Senior Crown Law Officer fails to institute pro- 
ceedings in matters which are obviously crying out to be 
placed before a judicial tribunal for arbitramem. 
5.25 p.m. 

There have been obvious cases recently in which no 
attempt has been made by the Attorney Generalto institute 
proceedings against people of a certain type and of fair 
complexion, when, in another instanceof aperson of a dark 
complexion and an exactly similar type of case, proceedings 

5 + -  were instituted by that office. The Rediffusion broadcasted 
a calypso over the air in respect of persons awaiting trial 
on a charge of murder. No more clearer contempt of Court, 
Mr. Speaker, could possibly have occurred. The result is 
that, since the calypso, we have had what many people have 
described as a calypso verdict by aJury. Fortunately there 
are other tribunals which may in certain cases redress the 
balance, and do what lie in their somewhat restricted pow- 
e r s  to ensure that justice is done un-~Ifamnced by banner 
headlines in newspapers and unaffected by calypsoes over 
Rediffusion in respect of people who are awaiting trial. 

It is significant that the one case of the apparent cases 
of Contempt of Court recently by publication either over 
the air or in the Press, inwhichaction was instituted, was 
the case in which the person charged was of a different 
complexion from that of the holder of the office of Attorney 
General in this island. So, Sir, it mightwell be that in cer- 
tain instances it is not in the interest of justice in this 
Island that the Attorney General should retain his freedom 
of action in these matters which are traditionally the func- 
tions of his office if his office isgoing to discriminate and 
to pick and choose whom it is going to prosecute; and one 
sees from the result of that picking and choosing, that 
blondes escape the attention of his office, but the brunettes 
are  singled out for special treatment by that office. 

Now proceeding, Sir, to another paragraph under the 
same head, Constitution, His Excellency's Mdress says 
"after a year's experience here, I do not personally con- 
sider that the office of Chief Secretary need be replaced 
by one of Governor's Secretary as most of the duties for- 
merly performed by the Chief Secretary are now being de- 
volved upon various Ministries. As the Househas accepted 
the terms of the Secretary of State's despatch No. 379 of 
the 15th September, 1959, which included a proposal that 
a post Governor's Secretary be created when the post of 
Chief Secretary i s  abolished, the matter will be referred 
back to ths House shortly." 

What interests me about that paragraph, Mr.Speaker, 
is that this is an Mdress prepared by and is the policy of 
Her Majesty's present Ministers in this country. Iam sure 
every member in this community realises that, with the 
possibh exception of the hon. member who spoke imme- 
dhtely before I did; he seems still to be very vague as to 
the authrship, or who is responsible for the Address in 
respect of which he was seconding the motion farwarding 
a reply. If this is an Address, as it must be taken to be, of 
the Queen's Ministers, and the point of viewof Her Majes- 
ty's pra~cnt  advisers in this island, one wonders how this 
sentence crept in; and what is the significance of it when 
His Excellency said "I do not personally consider that the 
office of chief Secretary need be nplaced by one of Gover - 
nor 'S Secretary." That would rmt suggest, Mr.Speaker, that 
he is putting forward or statingthe attitudeof the members 
of the Cabiaet; it could never be; and I would like one of 
Iier Majesey's Ministers, if any oneof them sees fit to p in  
in this debate, to explain what they regard as  the signifi- 
c m  and thc reason for the inclusion of this sentence and 
the particular phrase in the ssnnmce. 

My third reference to this Addrtss, Mr. Speaker, deals 
with the paragraph on Tourist Development, and particular - 
ly the statement that "the primary aim of the Board is to 
encourage more tourists to visit the island during the sum- 
mer and so ensure that hotels are fullthroughout the year. 
With this in view, the Board has been doing its utmost 
through travel agents, airlines and steamship companies 
to bring about a reduction in fares." 

Well, Mr. Speaker, that is all well and good; but it is 
not, in my view, sufficient for the Board to do its utmost 
to bring about a reduction in fares by airlines and steam- 
ship companies, while doing nothing to bring about a reduc- 
tion in the fares charged by hotels which are recommended 
by the same Tourist Board. I understand that there have 
been for this season increases in rates at many hotels. I 
would be glad if the Hon. Minister within whose portfolio 
these matters come would investigate, and let us know if it 
is a fact that there have not only been increases infares 
but a reduction in meals. 
5.35 p.m. 

I do not mean in thequality. Certain hotels which serve 
three meals daily charge you the increased rate for two 
meals - breakfast and dinner; lunch is not included in the 
daily rate but to be paid for extra in case the guest decides 
to take lunch at his own hotel. Youcannot hope to increase 
the number of guests and keep your hotels f u l l  throughout 
the year, even if you reduce the transportation cost, if on 
the other hand, you are increasing the cost of the accom- 
modation at the hotels. 

What is necessary too, in respect of tourist develop- 
ment is a genuine attempt to cater for the middle-class 
man, particularly the Enghshman who is not as well off as 
his American counterpart, and who cannot pay S20per day 
and such other charges for his hotel board and lodging. I 
am told by quite afew Englishfolk that they would come out 
to this island and spend their annual vacation if they could 
be assured of cheap hotel rates of accommodation; nothing 
above $12 a day would theirpocketsbeable to afford. I see 
no reason why decent, adequate and respectable board and 
lodging could not be provided at that rate as a maximum 
for the middle-class person who would like a holiday abroad 
and who would like to come to the West Indies and meet 
the people of these units. 

There are some guest houses whose charges are rea- 
sonable. 1 know it is possible to get for $6 or $7 a day ac- 
commodation at certain guest houses; arid I would say that 
it is excellent for the money. But there are too few of 
those, and those cannot cater for the considerable influx 
of visitors who would come here if they were assured of 
being able to get accommodation at the rate which they 
want. 

Sir, under the head of Labour, which will be my fourth 
comment, there is stated in that paragraph: "Onthe30th 
September, 1960, 5,200 persons were registered as un- 
employed at the Employment Exchange." Now, I wonder, 
Mr. Speaker, whether the Minister of Labour regards that 
number of 5,200 as being anything like a true picture of 
the number of unemployed in this island, registered as well 
as not registered, on the date inquestion. I wonder whether 
he regards that as presenting quite a false picture, or whe- 
ther he feels  the number of 5,200 represents a true state of 
affairs. If he does not regard this as representing a true 
state of affairs, I would urge that active steps be taken to 
encourage every possible unemployed human being in this 
island who is seeking employment to register; or by some 
other means In the Ministry find out and be in a position 
to tell Parliament what really is the number of unemployed 
persons in this island in crop or out of crop. 

The number of 5,200 i s  an absolute and complete 
understatement. Of course that is only a statement of those 
who were registered, but it is an understatement as to the 
total number of unemployed in this island. I would very 
much like to get some reliable figures of the nurnber of 
unemployed in the island. Even though the number might 
shock us, we would know the magnitude. Members of the 
Cab- would realise the magnitude of the unemployment 
with which this island is faced. 



Mr. Speaker, if I may return to Transport. I made spe- 
cific reference in my amendment to the motion when I men- 
tioned the omission in thespeechof an up-to-date system of 
policy relative to transport. We remember, Mr. Speaker, 
around June last year when our agitation was apace to keep 
the pick-ups on the road, that a statement was laid on the 
Table of the House by the Minister of Transport, but that 
was \.ague, nebulous, and said practically nothing at all. It 
gave us the minimum of information. 

What the Government has to decide, what the Minister 
has to make up his mind about, is  whether we are  going to 
continue running the public transport system with only cer - 
tain of the routes while other routes are being run by se- 
parate private individual concessionaires. That unsatis- 
factory stateof affairs cannot be allowed to go on indefinite- 
ly; and it is  time that the Minister take his courage in his 
hands and present his policy to the Cabinet and let the 
Cabinet put it to Parliament: that their policy is to take 
over all the routes now run by theprivate concessionaires 
so that all routes may be serviced by the Transport Board. 

You are  preventing your Board making a proper suc- 
cess of their undertaking if you fail toput all of the routes 
and all of the buses in the hands of the Transport Board. 
The Government's attitude should really be that the time 
has come to make up their minds. If you do not give us all, 
you must have all or none. If it is  a state of affairs where 
the Hon. Minister of Transport is unable to make up his 
mind to present a proper scheme to Ns Cabinet for pre- 
sentation to the Legislature, that is not good enough, it 
has been going on too long. The Hon. Premier must realise 
what is  happening. If the Hon. Minister is unable to make 
up his mind, if he is  unable to come to a decision, just in- 
vite him to hand in his resignation and appoint somebody 
else if you have somebody else to appoint whom you think 
is less incompetent; or you can change your Ministries 
around by giving Social Services to the Minister who is 
unable to formulate a comprehensive statement of policy 
on the future of public passenger transport. 

Under the Head of Education, there is mention in the 
Address that, with regard to Secondary GrammarSchools, 
work on the extension of St. Michael's Girls' School has 
begun. This extension will provide accommodation for an- 
other 200 pupils. That, hilr. Speaker, is totally inadequate. 
It suggests a complete lack of imagination and knowledge 
to handle this problem of education. What we need is more 
Grammar Schools. 
5.45 p.m. 

W e  know that the Government is very fond of erecting 
buildings, and, in fact, it is theonly thing which the Govern- 
ment is doing. Of course, that is a very useful means of 
keeping workmen employed, but there are  no buildings 
more necessary to be erected in this island than new Gram- 
mar Schools. They a re  the only things whichwill safeguard 
the future of the people of this colony. You have children 
who have perforce, as  they cannot get into the well-run 
Government secondary schools. to attend the so-called se- 
condary schools with inadequate accommodation, primitive 
sanitation, and teachers who have not got the desirable 
academic qualifications, because the Government refuses 
or declines to build or refrains from building more Gram- 
mar Schools. 

It is  said that supply creates demand. We have a tre- 
mendous demand, an insatiable thirst for secondary edu- 
cation, but there is no attempt by the Government to do 
anything about the matter, except to providea half-hearted 
additional accommodation for school children. It is aques- 
tion of having buildings and school places for many more 
children; and of having well-qualified teachers; otherwise, 
you might leave yourself open to the charge that you are  
not making any serious provision for the children of this 
country w b  will be the adults of tomorrow and who will 
be responsible for the running of this country in all its 
various phases of activity in years to come. That will be 
so unless, of course, the Government feels that too many 
children feel the need for secondary education. 

I do not think that there would be any great difficulty, 
or any difficulty at all, in getting sites for these schooIs; 

the greatest difficulty, of course, will be in getting teachers, 
but that difficulty wi l l  not be an insurmountable one. You 
will be able to get a reasonable number of teachers to staff 
your Grammar SchooLs if they are  built this year; you will 
be able to get superior material to that which you have got 
at these schools which are springing up so quickly. I have 
never ceased to deplore the change in the award of certi- 
ficates; you can now get a certificate for a particular sub- 
ject; and when some people have got through the schools 
they announce that they have certificates in History and 
Religious Knowledge, and in the next year they have one 
for English Literature. 

In the old days you would have the London Matricu- 
lation; there were certain compulsory subjects which you 
would have to get through;and unless you got through in 
five or six subjects, you did not get any certificate at all. 
It may be that a change was desirable in respect of these 
examinations, and in relation to compulsory subjects; some 
of us might never be able to do Mathematics but we may 
be very good in certain other subjects. In the case where 
Mathematics is a compulsory subject, then it may be dif- 
ficult to get a certificate, but what is wrong with that is 
that we want to have some alternatives. -% 

In this Speech from the Throne, no reference has been 
made to the Public Library being open at night. This is 
one of my hardy annuals; and eves-: )E-EL,  T.*I oever repre- 
sents the Government, always tells me that that matter is 
under consideration. If I am not mistaken, the Minister of 
Education told me that last year. 

Hon. L. St.& THORNE: I did tell the hon. member 
that; and I also told him a few weeks ago that he could see 
that consideration was being given to the matter. So much 
so, we have had the Library extended. 

Mr. BRANCKER: The only thing is, I am looking for- 
ward to a thing like that taking place in my lifetime, and 
in the lifetime of the Hon. Minister. I have been agitating 
for that along with the abolition of the Grand Jury and the 
establishment of the Government Printery; well, we have 
the Government Printery, and we have not got the Grand 
Jury. I am looking forward to meeting the Minister at the 
Library at night where we might discuss matters of liter- 
acy and leave out politics for the time being. 

Then there is the Head, "Medical and Health Ser- 
vices". The most striking feature relative to this Head 
in the Address of His Excellency the Governor, istheab- 
sence of any reference to the staffing by Nurses aqd Spe- 
cialists. Certainly, Mr. Speaker, no one on the Hospital 
Staff is more essential than a Nurse. Weknow that certain 
indispensable Specialist duties are  performed by thequali- 
fied Medical and Surgical Staff; but the most brilliant 
Surgeon may perform the finest operation and if there is 
no proper nursing, the patient will still meet with the 
undertaker in a short space of time. There is the necessity 
for a fully qualified Nursing Staff whichhas to be adequate- 
ly paid. I know I will be told that there is the proposal to 
have a salary revision, but the rate of remuneration for 
qualified Nurses in this island is so bw, having regard to 
the cost of living, that the matter cannot be attended to by 
way of a general salary revision. This is something like 
the Postmasters and Postmistresses with their multi- 
farious duties. 
5.55 p.m. 

You have to consider giving them a substantial increase 
by themselves, and t h  letting them also be participants in 
the g e n r a l  increase in the all-round salaries revision and 
adjustment. 

I have heard only a few weeks ago, Mr. Speaker, as  I 
did a couple of years previously, that steps should be made rC. 

to obtain a Specialist in Cerehro Surgery for the General 
Hospital. I understand, Mr. Speaker, that we do not have 
in this island any highly qualified Specialist in cardiac 
diseases. If I am wrong, of course I will be corrected by 
the Hon. Premier who is himself a d i c a l  man I would 
like to know whether in these cases of cerebro surgery - 
two or three of which have cropped up amang people of 
tbe poorer classes since I raised the q&on some time 



ago in this Chamber - the University College Hospital of 
the West Indies would be able to deal with swh cases as 
those we have sent to Edinburgh. 

I was gratified to learn that only a few days ago the 
MMster for Education, although health is not hisportfolio 
yet he must be as interested in health as all thinking per- 
sons in this community are, paid a visit to Jamaica. I would 
rmot at all be surprised if he could shed some light on this 
mater of the staffing at the U.C.W.I. Hospital, and whether 
t m  are ahle yet to deal withcases of cerebro surgery. W e  
discussed matter in this Chamber a shortwhile before 
he left the i s w  the other day, and since then he has been 
to Jamaica, and I have no doubt that he has taken the trou- 
ble to make enquiries and will not keep the results of his 
enquiries to himself, but will let us know what the U.C.W.I. 
can do for us in this respect. 

There is only one doctor in this island who I M is 
regarded as a heart specialist; but Ithinkhe is so regarded 
because of the absence of a r y  suchhighly qualified special- 
ists. His brother practitioners feel the best in the - island on Ns  particular subject and call him into con- 
sultation. I have h w n  of many cases wherethey have had 
a difficult problem to solve; but, in the true sense of the 
term, I do mt tNnk he can f i t w y  be regarded as a heart 
specialist as such. 

Under the Head ''Local Government", Mr. Speaker, we 
are promised in tht Governor's Address that we may ex- 
pect certain legislation which would be amending legisla- 
tion to the Local Government Act, 1958. I hope that that 
legislation will have some reference to expenditure and 
create some reasonable limitation on the expenditure of 
travelling in respect of Local Government Councillors. In 
the old days under the Vestry system, except in the case of 
the Churchwarden, the Chairman of the Poor Law Board, 
there was nothing provided for travelling. I would like very 
much, of course not on this occasion, to ascertain what is 
really being expended out of Local Government f d s  for 
Councillors* travelling. I understand the amount is by no 
means i n s w i c a n t  or negligible. The figures would be 
worthwhile to study; and I hope soon tohave an opportunity 
of studying t M  and what the Government has in mind in 
respect of its Local Government legislation will, I hope, 
also make provisiontopaacurbonany extravagant spend- 
ing in respect of travelling by the Local m r n m e n t  Coup 
cillors. 

The next Head which calls for comment, Mr.Speakr, 
is that of the Fim Brigade. Mention is made of the new 
Fire Station in St. J a m s  which was occupied in March, 
1960. I had hoped and expected that there would have b n  
reference to at least two more fire stations at strategic 
points in this island, especially when we consider how 
much is lost in the economy of this island by fire, and the 
importance not only of property but of life in keeping fire 
under immediate control. I would be surprised ifthe Chief 

I Fire Officer and his Deputy would not recornmend at ]east 
two more fire stations at strategic points of this island to 
cope with the demands on their services. Three are ob- 

C 
viously manifestly indequate - one in Bridgetown, one in 
Christ Church and one in St. Jams. 

Surely, Mr. Speaker, the Windward coastofthis island 
deserves one Fire Station if not two, along that area in St. 
Philip, St. Job, St. Joseph,St. Andrew and the eastern part 
of St. Paar ard St. Lucy. I see the d for at least two 
more Ffre Stations in the immediate future. G o v e m n t  
should ssek the advice of the Fire Officer on rhfs matter, 
and if he with me to the neasshy for such, tale 
the m r y  st6ps to send down a Resoludon to Parlia- 
mmt for ths purpose of giving effect to that. 

F 
We& Mr. m r ,  I -r tb m 

S c ~ "  that the Govwmnsm pmpow, fn hsspiop wfth 
othv territories in tbc Carj,bbean area, to have B sdarics 
~ - ~ i n s t h e f o r d m c o m i r r g y e a r .  
8.05 p.m. 

Mr. S P E A K E R  left the Chair and Mr, DEPUTY 
S P E A X E R  took the Chpit. 
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When, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I heard, and subsequently 
read, that the Government Proposes a Salaries Revision 
in keeping with the other territories in the Caribbean, I 
thought I was not hearing or reading right.Surely what the 
Governor meant was: 'My Government proposes in keep- 
ing with established practice every election Year in this 
island since my Government has been in power that there 
wi l l  be a Salaries Revision during the forthcoming year to 
ensure that Government employees will  attend the poll 
boxes with a satisfied feeling that the Government has pro- 
vided them with an increase just before the date of the 
election." W e  have passed the buck and we are putting the 
blame on the other territories within the Caribbean area. 
They are revising salaries and we say that we are revising 
salaries too. 

Who is going to revise salaries? Whether it is a West 
Mian Commissioner, a Barbadian, or the Cabinet, there is 
one thing which I must remind the Government and it is that 
they must start from the people in the lowest rung of the 
ladder, and must ensure that every such per son gets a 
minimum wage on which he can live and maintain his 
household having regard to the present cost of living. If 
on completion of that, there is no more money available 
for salaries and the people at the top find that there is 
nothing for them, well there is nothingfor them. That is all 
there is about it. It is the people in the lowest rung of the 
financial ladder who need a salaries revision. As regards 
those at the top, Your Honour knows that the more you have, 
the more you want; the more money you receive, the more 
you want to receive. But certainly, the average Head of 
Department, the average non-specialist, draws a salary of 
$300 or $400 a month and there is no justification to give 
them any more. To give them more, it would mean that the 
people at the bottom would not be able to get sufficient to 
keep them and for them to live in decency. 

Sir, you know that it was quite a revelation when the 
Hon. Minister of Education told us of this Chamber what a 
free luncheon for school children would cost the island as 
we had advocated - a free hot midday meal for the popu- 
lation of public elementary schools. If a meal for the 
children provided by the Government which is non-profit 
making, works out at a cost of 55 cems, well then let the 
Government in making its salary adjustments ensure that , 
its most lowly paid workers will bein receipt of a suffici- 
ent increase in salary as a result of this year 'S election 
salaries revision; that these workers will be receiving as 
much as will enable them to provide three meals per day 
for themselves and members of their household, and on a 
basis as they have suggested, that the lunch for a child 
would cost 55 cents. I think that Combermere School pro- 
vided such a meal for 36 cents. 

Anyhow, in respect of this year's salaries revision, w e  
do not want a small, infinitesimal, negligible increase on 
the wages of those at the bottom while the man at the top 
gets $50 or $100 per monthas anincrease, and with all the 
perquisites which obtain to his office. Of course the pro- 
fessional man or woman must be paid adequately, other- 
wise you wffl not be able to get them; but the other people 
who have no special qualifications and who are already 
adequately paid, at least so paid that they can provide 
for the wants and necessities of their household, do not 
deserve any consideration unless you can satisfy the 
worker in the lowest paid category that he is getting an 
adequate minimum wage having regard to the cost of living 
and the expenses of running his household at the minimum 
standard of decency even if not of comfort and certainly 
not of bury .  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I think that I have made the com- 
ments which aremost pertinent. I support tkpassing of the 
amendment which I have formally made to the Address 
which stands in the name of the hon. senior member for 
St. Mi~haef, who is the Hon. Minister of Trade, Industry 
a d  Labour. 

Mr. WALICOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have pleasure 
in seconding the BmDdmem moved by the Hon. Leader of 
tb xn a course of my address, I would like 
to draw certain things to the Gove~mnent. It is true that I 



did not hear all of the speech of the hon. junior member 
for St. Joseph; and the parts which I heard, I do not like; 
but as  regards the part where he made reference to the 
Civil Servants and their attitude to the new change, the 
Hon. Leader of the House made a correction which I would 
have made myself. 

Sir, I am not going through this whole speech by the 
Head of the Administration. First  of a l l ,  I would like to 
compliment the Government for the constitutional changes 
which are to come about, although I would like to know, 
from whoever is replying on behalfoftheGovernrnent, why 
is it at this stage that thereis still to be a further stage to 
reach towards internal self-government. What is keeping 
back our having full internal self-government? 

I will tell the Hon. Premier what I mean by this. I be- 
lieve that the Hon. Premier would see my points quicker 
than his predecessor; he sees certain fundamental issues 
in our governing ourselves in common with me. As I have 
said on many occasions, it is  better to govern ourselves 
badly than to let people govern you. I do not personally 
consider that the office of Chief Secretary needs to be re- 
placed by one of Governor's Secretary. 
6.15 p.m. 

I think I can find the debate in this Chamber in which 
I said that I did not believe that this post was necessary. 
I believe that there is  a temptation in Barbados for us to 
follow others too much in this matter of constitutional 
changes. We feel that if Jamaica has a Governor's Secre- 
tary then we must have one, and so in the case of Trinidad. 
With my experience of Government House and of the Ad- 
ministration, Icannot see what a Governor's Secretary 
would have to do. I am pleased to know that that is not the 
Governor's views; I would compliment the Governor on 
his views. 

Let u s  ctlange the laws about the marriage licences 
and all that the Chief Secretary has to do in connection with 
thetn. When you consider what the Chief Secretary has to 
deal with marriage licences and things likethat, I feel that 
we should get down to doingrealwork. If we want the same 
constitution which there is  inGreat Britain, well then, let us 
have it. I do not see why we sbould have anything less. 

In his Address in connection withtheconstitution, this 
is  what the Governor said:- 

T h e  member ship of the ExecutiveCommittee wiU thus 
consist of the Governor, the Attorney General and the Min- 
isters, as  the post of Chief Secretary is to be abolished." 
The membership will then only consist oftheGovernor, the 
Attorney General and the Ministers. 

The Governor went on to say this:- 

"By convention the Governor will accept the advice 
of the hlinisters on all matters falling within the powers 
and functions of that Committee. Fullresponsibilityfor tbe 
well being of this Island will then rest with the Cabinet 
answerable through the House of Assembly to the people 
of Barbados. The Secretary of Statewill no longer have any 
control over the Barbados Civil Service. The freedom of 
action of the Judiciary from executive interference will be 
preserved, the Attorney General wi l l  retain freedom of 
action in those matters which are traditionally the func- 
tions of his office ......" 

I do not agree with this Judiciary business. In 1953 
when the former Premier was there, I had some differ- 
ences with him, and, afterwards, I said that 1 could not 
speak to him but that1 wouldwrite him. The Hon. Leader of 
the House purported to quote a letter1 wrote to the Prem- 
ier; and in a letter to the Press he said that I said that the 
Premier and the Ministers should have drivers with frock 
coats and so on. 

Hon. M. E. COX: On a point of order. I have never said 
that the hon. member had written anything to the Premier. 
I dealt with the proposals put up by the hon. member. 

Mr. WALCOTT: His  letter was writteri m thki?Advocare 
Newspaper on the 6th hlay, 1956. It isonly that the lawyers 
are  lazy otherwise the matter would not have b e n  dealt 
with as it is  being dealt with today. What I said then I 
still mean now. This IS what 1 wrote to the then Premier:- 

"I am of the opinion that if Barbados is to have Minis- 
terial Government, it should be as close to reality as pos- 
sible and not merely a gesture of some constitutional 
change. The power and responsibility for running the coun- 
try should be placed in the hands of the elected repre- 
sentatives without the reservations stated in tbekspatch. 
For us to accept tlrese proposals our position in the 
Caribbean would become lower than the others. The Gold 
Coast has made rapid progress and is about to get more - 
and will  get more too. I feel, therefore, that we should in- 
sist on the greater measure of responsibility." 

It was the Gold Coast then, but h is now Ghana, the in- 
dependent Republic of Ghana; therefore in 1961 my prognos- 
tication has come to be true. 

Now we come to the specific question of the Boards 
and I said this: "I do not like the idea of the Police Advi- 
sory Board. Without Ministerial status we are trying to 
eliminate Boards and frankly, to set up a Board of this 
kind at ttie same time as the introduction of Ministerial 
status is  a compromise which I do not accept." 1953 I 
told the Premier that I did not like the idea of these Boards. 
The Hon. Minister has said that I had a lot of power with 
the Premier, but the other members did not hold such 
views, otherwise the Police Advisory Board might not have 
been established. This is what I went on to say:- 

"This is another iristanceof fright. ThePoliceDepart- 
ment is not like Education or some other aspect of Gov- 
ernment that you need the views of thepublic to assist with 
the functions of the Department. I know it is the view of 
some of the officials of the ColonialOffice that they cannot 
entrust law and order to natives. If there must be a wm- 
promise, put this department under the control of the 
Colonial Secretary." 

The Colonial Secretary would therefore be  on that sort 
of make-shift system; and the Police would become the 
duty of the Home Secretary as it is in England. If Mr. 
Butler is the Home Secretary and he is going to see after 
the Police, you do not want to have the situation here where 
you are  incapable of dealing with these matters. I went 
further and said this:- 

"I see no valid reasons to placethe Judiciary, Magis- 
tracy and Registry under the controlof the Chief Justice..." 

The C h ~ f  Justice has got to be under somebody. We 
are  not treating him as if he is the Head of a Department 
in that context. There must be a Minister responsible for 
Justice as  in England. I do not see any reason why this old 
Colonial System must exist. We want to be able to function 
in t t e  same maixier as  obtains in England. The b n .  mem- 
ber doesnot understarid these constitutionalmatters. Youdo 
not have to read Jennings; when you ape entirely self- 
governing it means t h t  you have complete control over 
every aspect of Government. Sovereignty in Great Britain 
means that you control everything; it is not a question of 
any soft-soaping. 
6.25 p.m. 

In England there is a Director of Prosecmiom, and 1s 
takes orders from the Attorney k m r d  as  m whom to 
prosecute; the Minister, W. Butler, d a e ~  not wantto pro- 
secute somebody for jumping over airersonvs paLlb& There 
are  instances - just We h - e  when they rushed me b f o r e  
the Court with a tot of bogus hlistmess about the elec- 
tions in which it was alleged that I spent $4,000 - when 
when the Attorney General brings a case likethat, a d  it is 
just a political case. If I were running the G o v e w  a d  
a case like that was brought up, I would tell the Attormy 
General to go arad bok for people to convict on something 
and not bring these bogus cases; it would give the h- 
pression that it is a political c a .  The Govlermnent has 
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to protect itself against prosecutions that would give the 
wrong impression. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, this happened in E n d a d ,  as 1 
mentioned last week, when Sir PatrickHastingswas Attor- 
ney General and brought a case against Mr. C. R. Campbell. 
I do mt leave anything to a man's judgment, just like the 
Premier today. I am of t k  opinion that Barbados should 
have conlplete self-government and that the Judiciary and 
the Magistracies should come within the portfolio of a Min- 
ister of Justice. There should be a Ministry of Justice or 
a Department vis-a-vis the Home Secretary in the United 
Kingdom, and there should be nothing short of that. Why do 
you want a Police Board? Why does that Department want a 
Police Board? To tell a man when to go off duty? 

From the time there was some difficulty in British 
Guiana in 1953, there was the idea that you could not place 
Police in the hands of local administration. Thewhole idea 
is that these are black policemen and blackMinisters, and 
they may turn loose black policemen on the white people 
and nothing would be done about it. The idea of these people 
living in England is that we would not know how to govern; 
and if what has happened in the Congohad happened before 
we had a semblance of self-government, they would have 
broughr that and said "you see when yougive them control 
what happens?" because theseprognostications weremade 
all the way back in 1950 and 1951 that we could not have 
self -government. 

When I heard the Minister say today that you must go 
to the people on this question of single member constitu- 
encies, that is why I said that he is talking like a Con- 
servative. The Cobnial Secretary had the brass to tell us 
that, before we could introduce self-government and Min- 
isterial status in Barbados, we should go back and have 
another election. W e  asked why we should have another 
election when we told the people that we believed in this a 
long time ago. Do you mean that every time we are going 
to have a change we must have an election? I do not like 
this habit of trotting out to the electorate this idea that 
you must go back and have an election because you did not 
put something to the people. These are views which I wrote 
in 1953. You would not believe that the Minister of Trade 
knew these thirrgs, and had the effrontery to write what he 
did in the newspaper. That is why I say that any man who 
can do these things you have to pray for; he is wicked 
beyond redemption. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. DeputySpeaker, Iobject to those 
remarks. The hon. member has read a lot of stuff, and up 
to now he has not dealt with the one question with respect 
to salaries and perquisites for Ministers. Is he going to 
say to this,House that he has never raised the question of 
salaries and perquisites? The Hon. Premier was presenr, 
the meeting took place in the Hon. Premier's house. 

Mr. WAILOTT: You cannot pump the Premier enough, 
The Premier knows that I wrote a letter to the former 
Premier telling him that I was clearing out; so do not ten 
me about the Premier. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on a point of 
order. The hon. member did write a letter. AU of us are 
asked to send inour resignations as soon as a new Premier 
is appointed. But I am speaking about the letter sent by the 
Chief Secretary to some island in which thc hon. member 
was at the time, telling him that he was m longer a member 
of the Executive Committee. 

Mr. W A K O T T :  The h member does not know what 
I m talking abut. This was in 1954 and mt 1953; I was 
not out of the island in 1953. It was in January 1954 that 1 

h 
was in Costa Rico. (Hon. M. E. CDX: That is not mu) T b  
bon. mmber says that is not Now when a mm is W 
stupid ~ t ~ s a y m m t b i n g i s ~ l ~ t ~ l l ~ i n w h f c h h e w a s m - a  
aparticipam, what kfnd of fool ishe?bhs~lat accaMitsrd 
fool ? I w r o a a k t t r t o t h e f o ~ r P n m l t r . f # r a d i s -  
ouae I nfth m, butki8spyi.gIdidmrrdtbir 
letter to h...... 

Mr. WALCOTT: With constitutional development? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Do you mean the particular 
letter about which you are speaking? 

Mr. WALCOTT: You allowed the Minister to get up on 
a point of order and speak about a letter, so I would like to 
know why he was permitted to speak of a letter of which he 
knew nothing? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I heard him say that you 
wrote something, and the hon. member, I took it, was re- 
plying to this. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I want to set the records straight by 
saying that he does not know what letter I am talking about. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Neither does the public I 

Mr. WALCOTT: What I did intend saying, but the hon. 
member did not allow me to say, is that I spoke to the 
Premier on the matter long before 1954, but he is now 
saying that it is not true. I do not know if he happens to 
be the Premier's double that he knows it is not true. I 
had no discussion with him, but he knows it is not true that 
I had a discussion with the Premier. When a man can speak 
on something like that, what kind of fool is he? 
6.35 p.m. 

Hon. M. E. COX: You are making sport. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Youarethemost wicked thingto which 
a woman ever gave birth. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Sir, I rise on a point of order. I ob- 
ject to that statement. I cannot go down in the gutter with 
the hon. member. 

Mr. WALCOTT: When you make s o t b  w c e  remarks 
and you get over there and behave as you are doing, I can 
get down in the gutter with you. 

Hon. Dr. H. G. H. CUMMINS: Sir, I rise on a point 
of order. I am appealing to both hon. members. The kind 
of language which is being used across the House is cer- 
tainly unparliamentary and does not do this Hon. Chamber 
any good. Have your say, talk your talk, but let it be on a 
high level. Let us get away fromtheseobjectionable state- 
ments which serve no purpose but which have a very bad 
reflection on the House. 

Mr. W U O T T :  Sir, you must have the patience of 
Job and the hind of a rhinoceros t o s t  away from the Hon. 
Leader of the House when you are debating these things. 
However you ignore him, he still comes back. He is one of 
these perennial bad pennies. 

Hon. M. E. COX: The truth stings. 

Mr. WALCOTT: It stings one way. The truthis a one- 
way traffic. The hon. member believes that the truth is 
for himself. Why should a Prime Minister accept a bwer 
salary than that of a Colonial Secretary? His status must 
precede that of the Cobnial Secretary who is a pensionable 
officer; the Premier is  not a pensionable officer. More- 
over it is an insult to askeventhe Prime Minister of Tor- 
tola to accept $600 as travelling and entertainment allow- 
ance. Which Prime Minister would you want to give $600 
to as travelling and entertainment allowance? I said that 
that was no money for a Prime Minister. Is that giving a 
man a frock coat? It is because of their own strong feeling 
of inferiority running through the whole thing that you get 
thnt remark. I said then that I did not agree with the sa- 
laries. My view is that you cannot have any objection to 
PIEytng the pcoplc wbo bold the highest and most respon- 
sibb posts in the islant. h is not a job for a lifetime where 
you arc gohg to get a pension along with salary. We must 
have vision and be a& enough to face these issues. What 
in that is there for anyo11: to be ashamed about? What is in 
thnt for ~nyolle to connote that you want perquisites? 

'l'b lkm. Miniser wrote a letber which was pub- 
llshsd in the1 Advocate of May, 1956, saying that I had 



set out in a memorandum to the then Premier, among 
other things, that what I wanted was a man to have a 
frock coat and the Ministers to have chauffeurs. When 
they asked him if they could find the note on that, he 
searched up hill and down dale and could not find a thing 
about it. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of 
order. The hon. member continues to say what he cares 
to say because there is nobody to substantiate it. No- 
body asked me to find anything I wrote. What I said about 
what the member said is gospel truth, and what he pro- 
pounded at the present Premier's home as regards sa- 
laries, perquisites, loans for cars, and everything else. 

Mr. WALCOTT: He could not even help bringing 
the Hon. Premier into that. This is no Premier's house 
in my hand; this is the document whichyou wrote. My wife 
told me that he also said that in campaigning in the last 
election. I can bring the "Advocate" newspaper with that 
letter. 

Now, this is a letter dated 31st July, 1953. It reads 
as follows:- 

"Dear Grantley, - I am giving careful consideration 
to this." 

Hon. hl. E. COX: Sir, I rise on a point of order. If the 
hon. member cares to quote the letter in full, I am definite- 
ly sure that the letter does not say that. Let him quote the 
letter. 

hlr. WALCOTT: The same newspaper asked me to 
accept an apology and I said that Idid not want any apology 
from them. The then acting editor of the newspaper was 
hlr. Paul Foster, who is now Manager of the Tourist Board. 
When he got the letter from him, he rushed off and pub- 
lished it. When they saw the manuscript, they then found 
out that the letter did not square with that, and they were 
willing to make an apology to me. Against what I read, he 
says now that I said it at the Premier's house. 

Hon. hl. E. COX: Did we meet there or not? 

Mr. WALCOTT: The hon. member is a confirmed 
hypocrite. 

Hon. M. E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of 
order. I am asking the hon. member whether we met at 
Dr. Cumrnin's house. 

Hon. Dr. H. G .  H. CUMMINS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, is 
all this passage of words relevant to the reply to the Gov- 
ernor's Speech? I respectfully say that it hasnothing at all 
to do with it. I am asking you to rule so that it will not 
continue. 

hlr. WALCOTT: Sir, it is not anything unusual, when- 
ever I begin to speak on anything, for the Hon. Minister to 
get up; I am prepared for that. I am saying that it is rele- 
vant. This document is a letter written by me to the then 
Premier on constitutional changes, an3 I was drawing this 
letter to the attention of this House. In passing, I dealt 
with other issues which arose at that time, which were 
views suggested by me, but which were never stated. 

Eight years after a thing Like that happened, some- 
body comes along with the bright idea that they have a 
verbatim memory of an eight-year wld conversation in de- 
tail; but when they see what you have in writing about it, 
they say that it is not anywhere in writing. What can you 
do with a man who is capable of that sort of thing? This 
letter can be put in evidence against him. 
6.45 p.m. 

In this note I said: @My view is that the community 
cannot have any objection to paying the people who hold 
the highest and most responsibleposts in the island an ade- 
quate salary ............ 'S 

Did I say that the Minisbers should mt  be paid or that 
they should not receive any allowance? Could you expect 

a man to be a Minister and not be paid? Even the MWsrers 
in the Church who preach about the future need something 
in the material sense here. In relation to the Judiciary the 
same system could he worked here asobtains in t k  United 
Kingdom, but let it be known that you have a Minister; 
everybody must come under the ambit of the Minister. I 
would not say what the then Premier gave as his reasons 
for not wanting to have that; these are private and confi- 
dential matters. If thepresent Premier is also of that view, 
I would not say what it is. On the constitutional position, I 
have said what I feel on the question of the Governor's 
Secretary; and I hope the Government will not implement 
it. 

What I feel is a serious omission in the Governor's 
Address is a clear -cut statement on the question of policy 
in so far as employment goes. Ido not know if the Premier 
or the Government is aware that one of the greatest chang- 
es through which Barbados is passing is, technologically, 
the employment changes. As to the Deep Water Harbour, 
the construction of that harbour and the installationof bulk 
loading of sugar is something which has not taken place in 
any Caribbean territory at any phase of its history. It is 
indeed a known fact that in Barbados sugar represents the 
major portion of this island exportable crop; no where in 
the world has any major industrial change taken place at 
one time which has affected so much of the population as 
this is going to affect. Nothing I say should be taken that I 
am in disagreement with the construction of the Deep Water 
Harbour; what I say is that this economic and financial 
metamorphosis, which has taken place, means that 160,000 
of the 180,000 tons of sugar are now being handled in a 
completely different fashion suddenly. The Deep Water 
Harbour is going to be a sudden happening; it has not hap- 
pened so in other spheres. 

All the windmills did not come down in one day; neither 
did all the factoriesclosedown inoneday; but all the sugar 
is now being shipped in a different way, the Port i s  going 
to be handled in a different way, and the minimum unem- 
ployed number of people will be about 100,000; thereby the 
purchasing power of those who work with the loading and 
unloading of sugar in these warehouses will be reduced. 
The bulk installation will employ considerably less people. 
We have k e n  informed that the number of people who will 
be required will not exceed, at the most, 500 people and 
therefore you wffl have no fewer than 10,000 outside. I am 
saying this so as to draw the enormity of the situation to 
the attention of the Government, that with every thousand 
people not employed, notwithstanding the financial factor, 
there will be about $1 million out of circulation. In other 
words, it means that the spending power of people will be 
reduced. Notwithstanding the fact that some wi l l  receive 
some compensation, I believe that a metamorpbsis of this 
nature requires a metamorphosis in our thinking, and we 
cannot accept this process without thinking a great &al. 
There is the old slogan that while thegrass is growing the 
horse is starving, so that we requireadifferent treatment 
for this metamorphosis. 

I am of the opinion, therefore, that the Government of 
Barbados should endeavour to set up or encouragethe set- 
ting up of a development conference. It seems to me that 
you should not go past the 1st April, before you begin to 
make a study of this problem. There should be a develop- 
ment conference not later than April this year with broad 
terms of reference, namely, to study the social and econo- 
mic prohlems of Barbados resulting from these sweeping 
technolcgical ems. 
6.55 pm. 

Thwe are some of the necessary subjects for consi- 
deration I have written down. 

0) the patoern of Barbados and CaribbePn ecoaDmg 
today; and 

(3) future prospects and potedalities. 

I say that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, because then are 
people bing laid off in the Port and at factories; and in 
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the sugar industry technological changes are  being planned 
at all levels. There is the possibility that more factories 
wiI l  c b s e  down; Fairfield factory may close down ~ x t  

i year, and the Guinea in St. John may also close. The days 
are  numbered for all the small factories manufacturing 
4,000 tons of sugar annually. Since we have these things 
before us we should not wait until the evil day comes to 
make a study of them. This is a national situation, and not 
a political one. 

That is one of the serious omissions from the Gwer - 
nor's Speech which is the Government's policy; and i f  the 
Mover of the motion was here, I would ask as an amend- 
ment that Government institute a Development Conference 
not later than 1st April, 1961 to makea study of the social 
and economic problems a s  a result of these swift, tech- 
nological changes. The Premier will realise that I say that 
in all sincerity; and from my experience as  a Trade Union- 
ist who sees the problems before me. The impact on the 
social services in 1961 will be terrific, because, although 
we have given help, hon. members will realise that mone- 
tary assistance to a man who has been accustomed to 

b .  steady employment, means that even the assistance you 
give to him is not spent in the same way as  money that is 
earned and spent. 

SLEPENSION OF SITTING 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It now being 7 p.m. o'clock 
this Sitting now stands suspended until 7.45 p.m. o'clock. 

On Resumption, 

Hon. M, E. COX: Mr. Speaker, I beg to draw your 
attention to the fact that there is no quorum, and ask that 
you direct the Clerk to ring the Bell. 

The Bell was rung and a quorum was obtained. 

Mr. SPEAKER: On the suspension, the hon. senior 
member for St. Peter was addressing the Chair. 

,, Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, on the Suspension I 
was drawing to the attention of the Government the need 
for a Development Conference, and I will continue to draw 
further points to the Government's attention. 

Yesterday there was a discussion with some of these 
Port Contractors; there a re  some 450 lightermen whose 
aver* earning was not negligible, but so far a s  the Port 
Contractors are  concerned, they have no employment what- 
soever for any of these people; there was only a little ship- 
ping at Speightstown. At this present moment there a re  
about 300 men who have been accustomed to working at this 
time with no hope of employment. 

What would happen, Mr. Speaker, if by accident, we 
did not have a fund known a s  the Ex-Wharf Fund which the 
Union discovered some years ago in which money should 
have accrued to workers for sugar which was paid for b a  
went ex-wharf? The Union said that some of this money 

e must go to this Fund; and it reached a proportian of 
$!&W, 000. This is a matter which applies to the Government, 
but I do not beliewe they want to hear it, because sorne 
excuse is going to be made that they lamw of these things' 
but the impact of this present situation is that these are 
men who would have been without a penny had it m becm 
for this Fund; there is nothing available for them to do. 
The crop has started and these are  men H%O would have 
been working at this time of the year. 

The reason why I am making this statemmt at this 
stage is because there is absolutely m plan, or  the begin- - ning of any discussion, to say this is tbe hope for them. 
These mm are left to btlleve-as1 said it is an academic 
argument - that, a s  a result of the building of thc 13eep 
Water Harbour, this is the situation, but things would set- 
f ] l e ~ ~  f n t h P t t b e y w ~ U l d f i I k d ~ s o r t o f  arg,by- 
mcm. This is a graver situationthanmembersthink; rnom 
s o b c c ~ t k ~ b a v e n o t h c e n p n s g l t a l t o t h e g o o -  
plc. You do not want a npedtbn of the situaw with the 
coopars who have to wasm their life away. 

Mr. Speakex, I think a Development Conference is a 
very necessary thing, not only on the question of the Deep 
Water Harbour, but on the geraeral economic position in 
Barbados. I made the point that both Fairfield and Guinea 
will be going out. We received a request from Guinea after 
we agreed to these wages asking us to reduce them. W e  
could not agree to that, so you have this serious situation. 
7.55 p.m. 

The net result today is that the people who are  likely 
to suffer, are  the people who have been accustomed to em- 
ployment; and, as you know, the man whois accustomed to 
employment is  different from a man who has never been 
employed; a man who has been employed i s  accustomed 
to putting hishands to work, therefore, theproduction which 
you will get from a man like that is lost. 

This is  not a situation requiring meagre thinking; or  
to say that it has happenedelsewhere; it has happened here 
in a way that it has not happened elsewhere. What was the 
situation in Trinidad? You had the Deep Water Harbour 
there long before you had bulk installation. In British 
Guiana and Jamaica it was the same thing; but in Barbados 
you have your Deep Water Harbour and bulk installation 
at the same time; therefore, the impact is greater than in 
any community any part of the world. 

Let us think of the U.S.A. and see if there was any 
project there which they put into being that affected the 
whole revenue of that country. You have undertaken a pro- 
ject which represents a terrific sun,  and if you do not 
plan in the light of that monumental change, you are  not 
facing up to the change which is going to arise from that. 
Do not let anybody believe that this is  not going to be a 
serious thing for you. Let us get away from this idea of 
saying that you have more roads built; and within the con- 
text of thfs situation which is facing us' let us have sorne- 
thing where the national effort is  concerned. If we had 
something which would put all the hlinistersout of ernploy- 
ment, then you would see something; the hlinisters are not 
going to have the sufferings which these people are  going 
to have as  a result of the Deep Water Harbour and bulk 
installation. Hon. mmbers  over there seem to be smiling, 
but, Mr. Speaker, if youwere really dealing with people who 
have the understanding of the seriousness of the situetion, 
they would be more appreciative. Some people have the 
idea that giving a man 70 weeks' pay would serve a man's 
life. Do you realise that 70 weeks pay is less than two 
years? Do you expect that an amount of two years' money 
can keep a man forever? 

Hon. R. G. MAPP: Sir, I r ise on a point of order. It 
is a bit worrying to see thehon. member pointing remarks 
at us. All we are  asking is that the hon. member be more 
specific. If he has anything practical to put up, let us know 
it. Be more practical. 

Mr. WALCOTT: We a re  dealing with aproblem. I said 
from t k  k g h b g  that I agreed with the construction of 
the Deep Water Harbour; but because you agree with it, it 
does not mean that you must lose sighr of the effect which 
it is going to produce. I said from the beginning that as  a 
result of these other technological changes, along with this 
new Deep Water Harbour, it would require a plan, but not 
from me. If you want a practical suggestion from me, I 
would say that you should have some development confer- 
ence to go into the social and economic situation so that you 
would be able to get to grips withthe situation. You should 
have a d&velopmea conference committee set up withwide 
t e r n s  of mferencc. 

Mr. S-r, if tbc Government has to wait until Pro- 
fessor LBWis, the I.L.O., she Federal Government or some- 
body come a d  say that this is what you have to do, well, 
I say that we will haw to wait very bng indeed. We must 
be capable of be- able to take the initiative on certain 
matters ourselves. I want hon. members of the Government 
to ~ d e r s t a n d  that this is not an issue which affects the 
Gave- only; it affects a l I  of us. 

Hun. R G. MAPP: Sir, I riSeOna point of order. This 
is a wzy  important and final matter. It is because we a re  



not waiting on anybody that we are  not setting up any com- 
mittee to work it out. All of the Ministers are  working on 
it. 

hlr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, 1 want to humbly sub- 
mit that we are  talking of omissions. There is  absolutely 
nothing in the Governor's Speech which takes into account 
anything being done as  regards to theDeep Water Harbour. 
The Gover:~;~ said in his speech that you are going to have 
a planning unit. What has the Government said about deve- 
lopment? 
8.00 p.m. 

In relation to the head 'Tndustry", this is what the 
Governor said in tus Address:- 

"The Government is conscious of the increasingpres- 
sure upon the resources of the Island caused by population 
growth. The annual rate of national increase in the popula- 
tion is just over '27'0, so that without taking migration into 
account, the nunbers can reasonably be expected to rise 
to between 255,000 to 260,000 by the beginning of 1966. 
hlore jobs have therefore to be found and industrial pro- 
ductivity increased." 

The Governor went on to make this statement on this 
matter:- 

''The Government has been giving close and urgent 
attention to this matter and has been exploring further 
means of encouraging productive investment. The Govern- 
ment has under consideration, for instance, certain mea- 
sures to encourage the erection of factories for lease to 
new industries." 

I shc7uld like to ask if that is a statement a s  a result 
of, or resulting from, the impact of this situation. That 
statement comes after the one in connection with the na- 
tural growth of the population and the question of employ- 
ment. The natural growth of unemployment is  greater ow- 
ing to the figures you see in respect of migration; migra- 
tion is not faster than population growth, and on this 
question of unemployment as a result of the growth of 
population, there is nothing in the Government's policy 
which says that as a result of this situation, this is what 
the Government is doing. 

On the question of the erection of the Deep Water 
Harbour, this is what the Governor said:- 

"A steady rate of progress has been maintained on 
the construction of the Deep Water Harbour during the 
past year. The Government is appreciative of the services 
of Captain Alistair Smith, a retired Port Manager, now 
attached to the hlinistry of Transport in the United King- 
dom, who advised it on matters connected with the Harbour 
during the year. The Harbour Bill passed the Legislature 
during last December. The Harbour Regulations and Rate 
and Tariff Book have been prepared in draft and it is also 
hoped that early legislative action will be taken to give 
effect to these Regulations. 

The buildings which will be erected in the new Port 
have all been agreed with those vitally concerned, and 
construction will proceed on these as  soon as  the Public 
Works Department can obtain access to the site. The Bulk 
Sugar Store is expected to be ready to receive sugar very 
soon. Negotiations have been in progress between the 
Government and the proposed Landing and Shipping &m- 
pany. These negotiations have reached the stage where the 
Company is prepared to proceed with the formalities for 
its registration and to enter into discussion with the Bar- 
bados Workers' Union on wages and conditions of Port 
Worker S. The Government has also been in negotiation with 
representatives of the Sugar ProducersD Associationonthe 
terms of the Lease to them of &Bulk Sugar Store. These 
discussions a re  still in progress." 

What is there about tbe effect of the construction of 
the Deep Water Harbour on unemployment? There is 
in the Speech to show that this is the statement which t b  
Governor has made on the question of dealing with this 

impact which is going to take placebothon the Deep Water a, 
Harbour and the sugar industry. There are  men in Speights- 
town who are  without any work, because no boats are  going 
down there. As to the men who used to work on the lorries, 
there will ke about thirty-five of them and a helper, as .b 

compared with the large number of people who used to work 
in the handlmg of sugar. ( A s i d e s )  I think that the Marshal 
of the House should pay strict attention to his duties, and 
not pay any attention to members of the Government when 
a discussion is going on. However, Sir, I want to tell the 
Government that the earning capacity of the population is 
going to be decreased and the spending power will be de- 
creased by the large number of people who a re  going out 
of employment. 

W e  have to do something to prevent any reduction in 
the standard of living. In the Government's Estimates, t k y  
estimate for a deficit of $1 million, and $1 million is less 
in the deficit than what is going to fall to the workers as 
a loss this year. I am not saying that from any point of 
view of establishing any point; I am saying it from the point 
of view of emphasizing the seriousness of the situation. 
And the Government say that they do not want any plan 
h a u s e  they have a Planning Unit! After all, the Govern- 
ments of Great Britain and of the United States of America 
have set up Committees with a view to dealing with these 
issues; they have Planning Units and they also have econo- 
mists. It i s  not a question that you do not have something 
by which to work out the economics of the scheme; you 
must hare groups of people in the community giving thought 
to matters. The economists do not go ahead of the people. 
8.10 p.m. 

With the introductionof theDeep Water Harbour and the 
swift technological changes that a re  taking place, youmust 
have in this community an organisation to save the people 
from the misery of not knowing what isgoing to happen. We 
must have tri-Party discussions so that this whole thing 
cannot be turned into a political football. Imagine, Mr. 
Speaker, Government undertaking to work the Deep Water 
Harbour without anybody to speak on behalfof the workers. 

It is surprising, Mr. Speaker, that when some people 
are  talking to you privately or in different circumstances, 
they tell you that you are  a statesman, but when they talk 
to you openly they say you are a vagabond. The Union has 
been extremely helpful to the Government in these issues; 
the Union put forward proposals to the Government which 
it wanted discussed in relation to matters which directly 
affected the people. It is not the Union's business to set 
up this machinery, but when it is set up we say how we feel 
about it. We will show the workers that we feel that some- 
thing of this nature should bedone on their behalf. If you do 
not feel that way about it, and if you do not want to cooperate 
and let us make a study of this, we can get cooperation; 
because, if you do not accept our cooperation when .we are  
willing to give it, when youwant it we will not give it. I say 
that seriously because there is  no issue a s  serious a s  this; 
and you cannot discard it on the basis that you have an 
Economist in the Planning Unit to take care of all the details 
we hammer out. 

Mr. Speaker, do you think for instancethatthe Econo- 
mist in the Planning Unit is goingto tell you what to do with 
Dodds Plantation? Why should we in this year be running 
Dodds Plantation on the same basis a s  it is run? Why not 
turn Dodds into something of a more productive nature 
from the workers' point of view and give the l a b m e r s  
more hope in their labours? Why not set the first example 
in collective farming so that you can show the workers what 
it is to pool their resources? With our redundant population 
in Barbados w e  cannot think in terms of a stark capitalist 
system like the United States of America; wehave to think 
in terms of a place Like India. Wehave to think of a differem 
method so that the workers can givehigher productive work 
than on the plantation system. If the averageman can earn 
$500 or $600 a year, why not see if Dodds can give the peo- 
ple on that plantation $1,000 or  $1,200 a year instead? That 
is the sort of new thinkbg we have to create in our own 
minds. We a s  politicians have got to bc creative, and not 
leave the creation for the acadanic people to do. If t k y  
give you ideas, by all means usetkn, ht do not tell us that 



* 
you do not have any need of us. Do not say that you do not 
want coUbctive wisdom because you feel you have a rnonopo- 
ly of knowledge residing within Government confine. What 
community does not want to use its human resources, and 
having been committed to the idea of a Deep Water Harbour, 
does not want to utilise the forces of getting people to- 
gether ? 

Let me make it clear that no economist is going to 
think more of the workers than they are going to think of 
themselves in their position. As long asIlive in this com- 
munity from day to day, I am hoping to be able to think of 
some of the problems that are going to arise, I must think 
in terms of the problems that arise and of a solution which 
suits the Barbadian context; I do not have to send to Brus- 
sels and ask a man to tell me what to do. 

One of the biggest problems whichour country is going 
to face is the question of unemployment. The normal social 
services are going to be strained very greatly, because as 
I said earlier, the impact is going tobe great. To give you 
an example, Mr. Speaker, we had to release last week 25% 
of the total amount of money among these people in order 

3 - ,  to tide them over; which means that of the $240,000 we 
released $60,000. If we did not do that there would still be 
the question of food, house rent, school fees and other 
things which these people require. A man came to me and 
said that he has a radio in his house, a son sending to 
school, and bills to pay, and asked what he must do. We 
therefore had to agree to2% for these workers; and he was 
a man who got $300 until the 31st March. What would have 
been his plight if did not have that money to draw from? 
But the ones who have left  the sugar factories are not part 
of that Fund. 

Let us be quitefrank about it; when 1,000 men go out of 
employment with the number of boys who want employment, 
it means that forever 1,000 jobshave beencut off. This is a 
poor community with a low income, and the loss of any in- 
come would have a greater impact than on a community with 
a high income where there is more savings among the 
workers. 

Another thing which the Minister must look at, is that 
this country has no social security. In 1958 there was re- 
cession in the United States of America, but because the 
United States has a big-income community with so many 
savings and stop gaps as purchasing power was concerned, 
the retail trade didmore business in that year than in 1951. 
The recession did not prevent a man from going to the store 
or prevent his child from going to schoolor eating his regu- 
lar meals. It would have been different from in 1929 or 
1930 when the United States had the same bbw and the peo- 
ple did not have savings. Here in Barbados the average 
worker is without unemployment benefits, and without any 
of these cushions which you get in communities that have 
built themselves up with social security benefits; and it 
means that your social services are going to be strained to 
accommodate such persons. That is why I say that it is very 
important for the Government to give thought to that matter. 

Now I do not know if the hon. junior member for St. 
Joseph speaking about housing bans, supported the idea or 
not; it is very difficult to follow his feeling in this matter. 
He said that the situation surrounding the ho- loans was 
ironic. 
8.20 p.m. 

The Housing Authority says that they canonlylend you 
X dollars, their maximum; regardless of whether or not 
y m  have the ten percent, t k y  are st i l l  going to lend you 
that X doIlars. 

F 
There is no absolute validity today of asking a man to 

produce ten percent of any amount whenhe wants to make a 
loan from the Housing Authority. By asking for this ten per- 
csnt, you only make a man walk around to borrow money 
from some other source; and then oneof the gravest prob- 
lems hc has is to book to pay two different persons on the 
sam debt. 

Now, Sir, slum clearance is another thing. 1 hope that 
olle of thesb days the Union will be ahle. to -roach ths 

Governmnt and ask them to let us utilise some money, 
without income tax, for thepurpose of building. I am in con- 
tact with international people who have great interest in un- 
derdeveloped territories; and some of them are very willing 
to help in this way; they do not do it for political purposes, 
but for the purpose of raising the standard of living of pm- 
ple. For example, the International Transport Federation 
did ask our organisation on one occasion about the erection 
of a seaman's hostel, but our difficulty was in the finding of 
a suitable place. 

Government will have to pull down some of these slums 
in Bridgetown with this change in traffic as a result from the 
Deep Water Harbour. Something has tobedone with Nelson 
Street; you cannot have Nelson Street festering all these 
evils relative to slums.Youhavetodo something also about 
Chapman's Lane, we cannot have an area in the heart of the 
City which is still primitive. When it comes to housing, the 
Government has got to be extremely liberal to people who 
want to build houses, you should have some legislation that, 
if you build a house, you can have income tax off for such 
and such a period. Do you know the psychological effect it 
would have i f  you did this? If you give a man income tax 
off, you may get him to do it. I think that is something to 
which the Government should give some serious considera- 
tion. 

A s  regards the West Indies Federation, Sir, Iam very 
pleased to bear that the Government has sent an invitation 
to the Hon. Leader of theopposition to go with the Govern- 
ment delegation to that conference. I came back here some 
time ago and I told the House that the Hon. Minister of 
Trade should be given the opportunity of going to Israel 
some time. It would be a good thing if not only he, but the 
whole Barbados Government would go. I am not saying so 
because I would want to go with the Minister of Trade; I 
would not want to have that unfortunate situation again. The 
Chief Minister of Jamaica has gone and I think a Jvlinister 
from Barbados should go. My idea is that you should go and 
carry all the people whom you think would be able to help 
you. You can carry the Hon. K. R. Hunte and people like him 
because it would be a more congenial atmosphere than if you 
were to have me with you. There are many things in Israel 
which I am satisfied in my mind that any Minister of this 
Government would find acceptable. You can give somepeo- 
ple all the money in the world and they cannot make good 
use of it. Israel is a desert country, and for all practical 
purposes I have found that some of the driest places are 
made better use of than someof the wettest places in other 
countries. There you see people working in a desert place 
and making salt out of it. Youcanvery well say of the peo- 
ple of Israel that they aregetting to grips with all the prob- 
lems of their country. Mr. Wil l  Isaacs of Jamaica and Pro- 
fessor Arthur Lewis went to Israel. 

Now, we have read that Mr. Macmillan, the Prime 
Minister of Great Britain, is coming to the West Indies. Now, 
the Governor in his Speech made mention of emigration. 
When you see somebody of the standard of the Prime Minis- 
ter of England coming to the West Indies, he is not coming 
just to see the West Indies. The Witer rmean  which is 
near to him is aplace which looks like the West Indies, and 
it has a more equable climate. I am satisfied in my mind, 
from the outside, that the pressure of thepolitical group of 
the Conservative Party in England is growing so much on 
the Prime Minister, that may be hethinks that it is appro- 
priate for hfrn to talk with the Unit Governments of the West 
Mies and the Federal Government on this question of emi- 
gration to the United Kingdom. 
8.30 p.m. 

This is a matter in connection withwhfch I believe the 
Premier and the Government of Barbados should search 
their minds. If we haveEmigration Laws in the W e s t  Indies, 
it is a stupid thing which the West Indies must get removed. 
Both Trinidad and Jamaica believe that if Barbadians go 
there w e  are going to flood their countries. What work is 
there for people to do there? Smoke ganja? There are no 
jobs in Trinidad to be got for the asking, but their fear is 
that people are  going to flood them out. Barbadians do not 
flood Dominica or St. Vincent. 

The Prime Minister of the United Kingdom is coming to 
the West Indies, and I have a feelingthat emigration to the 



United Kingdom is one of the things which will be discussed. 
When you have something which has reached the stage of 
discussion in the Houseof Commons, and when a member of 
that Parliament in the United Kingdom has reached the stage 
that he has put something down on the Order Paper to be 
discussed, it has passed the rounds of approval of a lot of 
people. I do not mean that the Speaker has refused it, but 
the member knew he would get discussion from it; and that 
is why he put it down on the Order Paper. That is an indi- 
cation of what is happening. 

The West Indian Governments have an opportunity to 
say positively to the Prime Minister that one of the prob- 
lems which has caused this emigration to the United King- 
dom at this stage inour history, isthe fact that these terri- 
tories were so impoverished under Colinial rule that they 
could not establish themselves as viable economic units. 
They were kept to a stage of a moribund economy in that 
they were producing sugar to sell to the United Kingdom. 
The population has grown around that product, sothat pro- 
duct cannot support the population which we have. 

You take ananalysis of peoplewho want to go away; you 
will find that there is a higher percentageof the younger age 
group in the rural areas who want to emigrate than in St. 
MichaeL What happens in the rural areas? You take a boy 
in St. Jarnes or St. Thomas who goes to a Secondary School; 
unless he  goes into the teaching profession, the number of 
jobs in the district in which he lives is infinitesimal and 
therefore he has to come to Bridgetown. That is why the 
slums are coming up here; the land can only take a number 
of people. There is no point in asking people to go to the 
land only to get two or three days' work a week; if you send 
a boy to a Secondary School you want him to utilise his 
brain for more than three days; unless he becomes an over- 
seer, what is there for him to do? I hope that the Govern- 
ment will make their views clear. 

We have been reticent in speaking; until Jamaica speaks, 
you do not think we are  speaking. I believe that we should 
make a positive attempt to allow our point of view to be 
made known. I hope the Premier understands that I have 
made points to which I have given serious consideration; I 
do not make any points to get any kudos; I make points in 
the interest of the country; and I hope that he will share 
with me the same aspiration for the people whom we rep- 
resent. We do not want to delay anything which we can do 
for the people, and if we can do anything to stimulate or 
encourage something which is beneficialand we thinkof the 
psychological approach to it, the mere fact that the people 
feel that you are setting up something in which they are in- 
volved gives the idea that they are participating in it too. 
They are not bound to be at therneetings. If they feel, or if 
the majority of them feel, that they areparticipating in what 
is being done, I put that to the Premier as good common- 
sense which would appeal to any man. 

There is a Trade Union movement which has grown to 
represent the workers of this island inaway that, in these 
present circurnstances, if it had not been for an institution 
like that, the smoothness of this transient period would b 
more difficult to obtain. You kmw how human beings have 
resisted changle; if you interpret changes to the masses and 
they begin to percolate, that is where democracy begins 
to mean somahing. 

This proposition is not an empty one which has been 
made for political reasons; let us brirrg thecommunity to- 
gether where the community herest is involved. Every un- 
emplayed man is a potential danger; and therefore you 
sbuld think in terms of making him usefuland letting him 
think that we am making him useftd. 

My p b  is to give you an idea if it can help you. I would 
like to make an ameahem to this Re&, because it w i l l  be 
necessary to do so if the snggcabn which I have made is 
acceptable. I would move an additional paragraph asking the 
Government to call a Conference to make a 
study of the social and economic conditions of Barbados re- 
sulting from the swift techmlagical changes, to study the 
condition of thewage-earningpopulation, thepatternof Bar- 
badian a d  Caribbean economy today and its fglns pros- 
pects and p o ~ i e s .  
8.40 pm. 

I agree with the constitutional changes, buf I would like 
to see t k  Govermnent go further and have complete alf- 
Government at every stage without any drawbacks. Ido not 
see why Barbados should not have complete control of its 
affairs with the Governor being purely and simply like a 
constitutional monarch; and where the Attorney General 
would no longer be on the Executive Committee. I do not 
see why the Government should not be able to have its own 
Attorney General and have a Director of Prosecutions; so 
that the Director of Prosecutions would be the man for pro- 
secuting, and the Attorney General would be a member of 
the Cabinet. You should have a Minister of Justice - but he 
would not be discussing at Cabinet who carried away s o m -  
body's fowls or who raped sornebdoy. TheDirector of Pro- 
secutions would not be a member ofcabinet; he would be a 
person purely dealing with the Court as is the case ir~ Eng- 
land. At our stage of development, and West Indian history, 
does it mean that Barbados will get independence after the 
West Indies Federation who wants it next year? We want in- 
dependence now, tomorrow morning;, therefore, we shoulr! 
have a situation where we can run the country. 

My idea about it, Mr. Speaker, is that we should nor 
wait one moment longer for constitutional change and say 
"another step, another step". This idea of "another step" 
connotes that we have not reached the stage where we can 
do it. Who is to teach you to get the other steps, Mr. Speak- 
er?  I am very pleased to see that they have reached the 
stage of putting things where they should be, but I do not 
accept this idea that there cannot be a Minister of Home 
Affairs. If something happens and you have to call out the 
police, you should be able to do it. In England there 1s a 
Minister of War, but that does not meanthat he goes about 
and looks for War; so I cannot seewhy we cannot be in the 
same position today vis-a-vis  the United Kingdom within- 
ternal self-Government; the only difference would be that of 
pigmentation. 

Mr. Speaker, the Government would not expect a speech 
like that from me, but I did not klieve in single memk.r 
constituencies in 1944 and do not today; what I believed in 
then, I believe in now, because if Ican beat you, I will beat 
you anyhow - whether there are single member constitu- 
encies, double member constituencies or half way. 1 h q x  
the Premier accepts what I say in good faith. I am not h-: 

economist; you have to pay an economist, but you do t c 

have to pay me. I am sureit is a point of view which, ~ . f  
Government has not thought of it, -and the Government can- 
not think of all things - in this instance they should give 
thought to it. I agree with complete constitutional chaigle, I 
hope that Government will  remove the l@% on housing loans, 
settle down to slum clearance and discuss the problem of 
emigration to England with Mr. Macmillan. 

I congratulated the Premier on the stand he took ira 
Trinidad, although I read subseqmntly that somebody said 
he had backed down from the original stand he had taken, 
That would make me feel very disappointed and ashamed 05 
myself. Despite the critici srns that have been made, I think 
that any man who is the head of any Government must make 
other heads of Government understand that vis-a-vis  k- mr 
Government I r e s m t  you and you must respect me, I 
deprecate the idea of Mr. Manley, my friend, publishing a 
letter saying that he had written to the Premier since some 
day and that he gave Barbados every chance. It is a good 
thing I am not the Premier, because I would hall him in plain 
language to go and do whatever he Ukes; because, if you 
tell the world that you wrote meand I did not reply, then it 
gives the impression that I am the keep back I am very 

1 pleasal that the Premier made that statement. When you go 

1 to Trinidad next time to the grand finah so to speak, you 
should Let the people realise that unity for unity's salre i s  
not unity, but you can have uuity within diversity. 

l 
Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Spealoer , I c a m  in unfortunately just 

when the hon. member was perhaps more than half way 
through his speech. It was my misfortune not to haw b&n 
hear earlier to hear him, but at least I heard him say that 
he was offering an amendment, thepurport ofwhich, was to 
ask the Government to agreeto the smhg up of a Commis- 
sion, I believe be said, to h e d g a t e t h e  overall social arrl 
economic conditions of the island with respectto tbe changes 
in technology which am row taking place, and which w i l l  
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conrinuc to  take p l a a  in the future in comu4UcM:e of tbe 
establishmm of the new harbour and other things. 
The hon. member's views on these matters a r e d  known 
and well appreciated on this side of the House; and I am 

> 
authorised by my colleague. the I t ader  of the W s i h n ,  
to state that when the amendment is drafted we shall cer- 
tainly accept it for our Party. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the Speech from the Throne is an 
estimate of Government's policy both of thepast and of the 
future, and as  such it lends itself tocontrover~y, to debate 
and to disagreement. I believe that we have reached the 
stage in this House at least by now when we understand 
that it is no part of the duty of the Opposition to accept 
Government's view on public affairs; but, on the contrary, 
the Opposition's duty is toexert, if it can, the most search- 
ing criticism and the most far-reaching criticismof all or 
any of the aspects of the Government's policy. 

Before I speak on the matters which engage my own 
attention, I should like to s a  , Mr. Speaker, how much I ap- 
preciate this development which has taken place with respect 
to the debate on the Address in reply. Hitherto, this debate 
has always been initiated in Private Members' time and 
always dragged on; and, consequently, the unity of the de- 
bate was severely cut and mangled, so that one could never 
appreciate the full force of Government's point of view or 
of theOpposition's. It was at our suggestion that Government 
decided to allot their own time for a discussion on what is 
after all their own policy; I think it is a good thing and I hope 
that it will be followed, The debate in reply to the Govern- 
or's Speech should always be a major debate; it should al- 
ways have its own time set forthby Government and should 
never be shunted off into Private Members' Time at all. 
8.50 p.m. 

I wish to draw to the attention of the House the dis- 
satisfaction which we feel over the educational policy of 
the colony. It is true that we havehad quite a lot of oppor- 
tunities within the last few month. to put some very search- 
ing questions to the Hon. Minister of Education on all 
aspects of his policy; and we have received replies which 
show us, at any rate, that we a re  not far wrong - indeed 
not wrong at all - in our attitude to the questions or in 
our timing or  in the contents of them. I may say that the 
replies received have been forthright, it has not yet been 
my experience that the Hon. Minister of Education has at- 
tempted to hide anything. He has been candid and blunt. 

If there is one thing which seems to me to b e  lacking 
in Government's approach to education, it is not that the 
Government does not wish to spread the benefits of educa- 
tion in this island. Indeed, no Government in the Caribbean 
can appear as  if it does w t  wishto do that. As a matter of 
fact, no Government in the world would appear to be luke- 
warm on education and so make it that some be educated 
and sane should not. This Government's fault does not lie 
in that. It lies in the region that Government does not 
assess the vast needs for education and the diversity for 
which these needs call. They do not appreciate, at least 
not from their published statements, that particular need, 
and how diverse it is. Their policy leaves much to be de- 
sired; and is is this lack of assessment and of putting the 
proper emphasis where it should be  which accounts for 
the Minister having to maketheexplanation which& did on 
our xmt having compulsory education. 

Mr. Speaker, once you reach the idea that everyone 
in the community no matter who he is, what his background 
is, is entitled to that training of mind and spirit which we 
call education, the Government's duty is not to f M  rea- 
sons why it cannot be done, the Government's duty is to 
find all reasons for doing it; and instead of asking "can 
we afford it" the question should be "can we afford not 

m to have it." You cannot keep back even one per cent of the 
children of school age of this island on the ground that 
you wouM not have class rooms if you brought them into 

school now, or on the grounds that you do not have enough 
teachers. No arcuscitepssutnstnaugh,or strongenough, 

I) F to prevlmt W r e n  fromgoingtoscbool. Ifyou are  short of 
teachers, you cm get those who are  r8tired to wme to your 
assistance so bog as t k y  are vigorous. Ifthere is lack of 

school rooms, you may temporarily look for shelter - of 
course not on a long term basis of providing school build- 
ings, but on a short term basis - by teaching children 
wherever it i s  convenient, a s  in churches and, best of all, 
in the open air. Do not let the lack of buildings or teach- 
e r s  be the reason why some children are kept out of pri- 
mary schools. 

When you come to secondary education, it is  really 
amazing. Even in the cautious speech delivered by His Ex- 
cellency w e  can see that at long last something of what we 
were told that could not be done, is now being promised. 
However, we have this halting step where free secondary 
education in concerned. For years we have been warning 
the Government that it is nothing to be afraid about and 
something which can be done. We have it on record that, 
from that side of the House, they told us that free second- 
ary education was Impossible; that we were asking for the 
moon and promising the people things which we know they 
could not have. Yet the same Government has gone on 
record many years ago, certainly before I came into poli- 
tics, holding the view that free secondary education is de- 
sirable. 

If you look at their 1944 manifesto, you will see refer- 
ence made to free secondary education; not only that, but 
also the extension of scholarships as  well as free books 
and clothes when necessary. That was their policy. One 
felt that it was still their policy; yet when we advocated it, 
we were called visionaries and impracticable people. We 
have lived to see it being done; therefore, I would be fail- 
ing to my Party and to my conscience if I did not say that 
their decision at the last moment to move in the direction 
of free secondary education is not at all to their credit 
because it is too little and too late. Even what they advo- 
cate falls short of what should be done even now. 

Let us examine the price of secondary education in 
this island. Twenty years ago, evenprobably less than that, 
it was possible for a man or woman, on the day before a 
Government grant -aided school opened for the September 
term, to take a child and have him or her entered at a 
school. It was still possible in the early 40's; and in my 
day you could even wait until the term had gone on three 
or four weeks and still get the child into that school. The 
reason for that is simple. In those days, very few people 
could afford even eight dollars a term topay for the child's 
fees. Secondly, not only could they not afford it in those 
days, but the man in the street still held the view that 
secondary education was a good thing for a child if he could 
get it; but if he wuld notget it for his child, it was nothing 
which the child was supposed to have. In other words, our 
island was still divided into two nations for the purpose of 
education - those who could afford it and those who could 
not. 
9.00 p.m. 

Consequently, it was possible in thosedays for anybody 
who could afford it, to take his child and get him entered 
for fees. The children of poor people who attended those 
schools then did so as  free scholars, and at times with 
great sacrifice on the part of their parents. Today there is  
scarcely a home in this island in which parents do not de- 
sire secondary training for their children. It is not now 
any question of saying: "If I could afford it"; the parents 
are  trying to afford it. In the humblest cottage of this 
island parents have an ideology and outlook on education 
which is far in  front of the Government; parents are ahead 
of the Government in their thinking because they are  making 
sacrifices to educate their children. This enthusiasm on the 
part of the masses of the pophation as  exhibited in the 
direction of education is far ahead of the sluggish, lacka- 
daisical and halting approach of the Government. That ex- 
plains why we have not had a new Secondary School bwt. 
There is  a lot of confusion as to what is meant by a new 
Secondary School. By a new Secondary School we do not 
mean an extended school building; obviously, new school 
buildings will have to be erected. 

Mr. Speaker, if you reflect for twenty years, you will 
see that we had ten grant-aided secondary schools and we 
now have only nine of these schools, because two of the 



original ten have been amalgamated and they serveour re- 
spective constituencies. If the Government members were 
not afraid of grasping a firm policy and pushing it, they 
would not wait until now to promise that there will be more 
places in the schools, or to promise that if suitable con- 
ditions present themselves, a new grammar school will 
be built. The reason for that is simple.Do you realise that 
any child wtx, is born now, would expect to be in a second- 
ary school by this time in 1972? Inother words, in the next 
eleven years we have got to find a place in a secondary 
school for any child which is born in this island today, 
provided, of course, that it lives. 

If you have not got places for these children in the 
grant-aided s c b l s  today, it means that ten or twelve 
years ago the Government did not exercise sufficient fore- 
sight; it means that we havenot made a sufficient approach 
to the problem in the past. You have ten or twelve years 
at the most in which to prepare the teacher to teach the 
child who is born today. You have that time in which to 
provide the books which he will read, the laboratory in 
which he is going to study and so on. The reason why I must 
bring my f u l l  weight of criticism on the Government is  this: 
all that we are trying to do now cannot even help the present 
situation, let alone help the situation which is to come. The 
Go~ernrnent's school building programme cannot now be 
geared to meet the pressure on schools which now exist. 
W e  should hear the hlinister say that they are  starting to 
build two or three more secondary schools, not because 
we need them now, but in ten or twelve years to come we 
will need them, and that it will cost us less to build them 
now. We are  still much behind hand; we areonly now making 
g o d  the deficiencies of the last year or so. 

In our secondary education policy, I should rather say 
in their education policy, they are allowing untold hard- 
ships on the people of this island. Iwould explain that. Let 
us take hlr. Jones and Mr. Smith; well, not Mr. Smith be- 
cause I do mt  want to wme too near to the Deputy Speaker 
of this House. Let us take Mr. Jones and Mr. Brown. Mr. 
Jones has a son who goes to school at Harrison College 
and hlr. Brown has a son who goes to the Modern High 
School. Let us say that Mr. JonespaysS4 a term and Mr. 
Brown pays $22. Superficially, it seems as  if one parent 
is not being called upon to make more sacrifice than the 
other because there is  very little difference between $24 
and $22. However let us analyse what happens. Mr. Jones 
whose son is at Harrison College, knows that it takes more 
that $24 a term in order to maintain his son; and he also 
knows that there is a terrific Government subsidy going 
towards Harrison C o k e  every year, a part of which 
subsidy goes to the upkeep of theeducationof his son. How- 
ever, of the total cost, Mr. Jones contributesS4. But Mr. 
Brown is in a different position. He is also a taxpayer, 
but when both sets of children come to take the G.C.E. at 
Ordinary Level, we will see where the hardship comes. 
Mr. Jones whose son is at Harrison College is not called 
upon to provide entrance fees for his son's sitting of the 
G.C.E. 
9.10 p.m. 

Mr. Brown, whose son is at the Modern or Federal 
High School, has got in addition to terms fees, to find $20, 
$30, $35 or $36 for examination fees. Do you see what the 
situation is there? Mr. Brown is not only educating his own 
child out of his pocket, but heiseducating Mr. Jones' child 
out of his taxes, and Mr. Jones does not have that compara- 
ble sacrifice. 

It is  all right to talk about how some of the private 
schools are  not up to standard; that is well known; but in 
the nature of the case it must be that. So 1;ang as 
family in this island remains convinced that any kind of 
secondary education is better than no kind, for just so long 
will the bek~w par private schools flourish; but because of 
the mere existence of the private secondary schools, one 
set of parents a re  educating their children a d  educating 
other people's children a s  well. Ihavedrawn it to the Min- 
ister's attention, have spoken on it in this House, and also 
on public platforms. It is undemocratic, unfair and unjust 
for one set of people 10 be paying for the education of two 
sets of children. 

h is the same thing too when we complain about teach- 
e r  training. What can you do aboutthemtrained teacher in 
a private secondary school? Of course he is a menace, but 
there is no way to make him cease to be a menace unless 
you can get him trained and trained quickly. But what hap- 
pens? The parents whose children are  taught by the un- 
trained teacher are paying to train the other teachers to 
teach the other people's children; so you see that there 
again they suffer a double disadvantage. Their own children 
run the risk of being not properly taught, other people's 
children in Government Schools are properly taught, while 
they are  helping to pay for them. However you turn and 
twist this matter, there is  no way out but to grasp this 
thing firmly by the hands; that is, first of all, abolish 
immediately - and I say this without fear of contradiction - 
the fees in the grant-aided secondary schools. 

If you say you are going to give six thousand more 
scholarships and you have got four thousand people in the 
Government schools at the moment, it means that you 
envisage a situation in which ten thousand young children 
will receive free secondary training. The question may be 
asked that if you abolish the fees immediately at all the 
nine grant-aided secondary schools, what are  you going to 
do with the private secondary schools? The answer to that 
is simple. These schools, in which theDepartrnent of Edu- 
cation has expressed satisfaction through approval, canbe 
given progressive subsidies, teacher training facilities, 
and examination fees can be paid until they are gradually 
brought into the system. My own feeling is that when Gov- 
ernment makes a bold move in this matter, it is possible 
that fully a domn of the private secondary schools which 
now exist will be easily and painlessly absorbed into the 
Government system. The teachers who now teach at them 
when they are suitably qualified - and if you would train 
them they would be - would fit into your schools expan- 
sion programme, and there is no reason why you could not 
employ them and some of the heads of t k  schools. 

I am not saying that all of this can be done overnight, 
Mr. Speaker; but when once you see and understand that the 
people of this island a re  demanding secondary education, if 
too because they themselves are  filling out the gaps which 
the Government cannot fill out, it is Government's duty to 
take the bull by the horns and abolishthe fees in the grant- 
aided secondary schools. If you abolish the fees in grant- 
aided schools, it does not mean of course that the schools 
a s  they now exist can accommodate every single child. 
We know they cannot; but you could progressively go on 
from there as the next step to treat with those schools 
among the private lot who are  the nearest to your own 
standards, and work the system of progressive abolition 
of fees with subsidies, with teacher training and with the 
payment of examination entrances until over a period of 
five years you will have absorbed into the secondary s c h l  
system the most efficient of theprivate secondary schools. 
If five years is not time enough for your own school build- 
ing programme to materialise and fructify, then no good 
can be done whatevw. 

My policy therefore would be to set a five year period 
for this whole secondary school programme, to start with 
the schools which you control and abolishthe fees now; then 
take the three or four first-rate private secondary schools 
which the Lkpartment of Education has approved and recorn- 
mended, and enter negotiations with them with a view to 
giving them subsidies subject to thecontrols whLchGovern- 
ment of course has a right to imposeon fees, the facilities 
for teacher training, and the payment of examination fees, 
and spread it over a five year period so that at the end of 
five years you will have in addition to your own grant-aided 
secondary schools four or five or  at any rate the best of 
the now private secondary schools absorbed into the sys- 
tem. At the end of the five year period you would probably 
find yourself in a much better position, because instead of 
having nine or ten schools, you may find your& with 
fifteen secondary schools; and in that period you would be 
taking care of a building to h& and to accommodate those ' who are  coming into the system 

Mr. Speaker, let us not fool ourslves; we need h u t  
forty secondary schools of all types and descriptions in 
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this island; and if the Minister of Education does not look 
forward to that number, he little knows what he is doing. 
Now I said ''of all types" and tNs is a good point at wNch 
I should discuss our attitude to the so-called senior ele- 
mentary schools which the Government calls secondary 
modern schools. 
9.20 p.m, 

Now, Mr. Speaker, in theeducationof childrenthere is 
always room for experimenting; and Iwould not disapprove 
of any educational experiment merely on the ground that I 
do not like it. Ihavemy privateprejudice against the secon- 
dary modern schools, but I have refrained from voicing my 
criticism because I am determined that any educational 
experiments should have its fair chance of succeeding. 

This is what I have against them. Secondary modern 
schools in structure are elementary schools, in propaganda 
they are secondary schools. In instruction, they are  
primary; by propaganda, they are secondary. Thepeopleof 
this island have been made to believe that everybody cannot 
get into Harrison College, Combermere, Queen's College, 
or wherever it is, and that everybody should try in any case, 
and that there is this type of secondary modern school which 
is as good as a secondary school. 

Let us examine that. The existence of the secondary 
modern school is built on the fallacy - a fallacy which too 
many people have recommended but to me it is surely a 
fallacy - that there are  three types of children; and at the 
age of eleven you know what those types of children are and 
what school suits them best. Those who are academically 
bent are suited for a grammar school education; the other 
type of children who are not academically interested, but 
who have just as good enough brain as those who are aca- 
demically bent and have shown an aptitude for certain skills, 
should be encouraged to have a technicaleducation; and the 
third type is those who are not academically bent but are 
still alive and equipped within their own sphere. It is that 
type of child for whom the secondary modern school is said 
to exist. 

h is a fallacy to base the educational system, or an 
experiment of the educational system, on so narrow a sup- 
position. Why are thereonly threeand not four, or one hun- 
dred types of children? How do you know at eleven what any 
child would be? The story is told of Professor Einstein, that 
at the age of 19 years he could not do mathematics without 
a lot of trouble; yet, at the age of 25 years, Professor 
Einstein was a genius. The systemwhichdoes not take into 
account the late developer is doing a lot of harm to the child; 
and I would not hope to see that we become so rigid in our 
set up that we provide three types of schools on t k  theory 
that there are only three types of intelligence. 

What I would like to see and recommend to the Govern- 
ment - and have already recommended to my own Party - is 
two or three large comprehensive schools built accommo- 
dating anything like 2,000 children each; and then at each 
school provision is made for a varied curriculum embodying 
what is called the academical, the technical, the scientific, 

C. 
as  w e l l  as themodernsubjects. Iwould so like to frame my 
secondary policy in schools Uke that, that a child would not 
only have one chance only of showing its aptitude; and I 
would like to make the administration so flexible that if you 
did not discover the child's bent at eleven you could do it at 
thirteen, and if you did not do it at thirteen, you could do it 
at fifteen. Wben you put most of the chtldren out of school 
at fourteen years you have not taken care of the late deve- 
lopers. Any school which is based on such rigid a theory, 
does not take care of or make allowance for the number of 
children whose backwardness is no fault of their own but 
who, given time and encouragement, would catch up with - anybody else or make a name for themselves in a chosen 
sphere. 

What I want to see is more genuine secondary schools. 
We have reached the stage where we can call a halt to 
modern s~condary education; and m amount of propaganda 

A- should make a parent think that sending achild to the Prin- 
cess Margaret or t k  Richmond School is tbe same as send- 
ing it to Harrisonss C o w .  Lrmin used to say that no mat- 

ter how statesmen talked, the people sometimes vote with 
their feet. This is the case whereparentsof children voted 
with theit feet. If you give a parent the choice of sending a 
child to one of these modern secondary schools and of send- 
ing him to Lynch or Rudder, he or she is going to strain 
every nerve to send the child to Lynch or Rudder because 
they mve that Lynch or Rudder is a secondary school and 
the Princess Margaret is not. You are not going to over- 
come this prejudice. What are yougoing todo to make peo- 
ple believe that they are getting value for their money? 
There is only one way to do it and that is to make these 
secondary modern schools genuine secondary schools and 
not semi-primary schools. 

You have to encourage the best qualified staff in these 
schools and tell parents that, since youdonot pay any fees, 
keep you children at these schools until they are seventeen, 
eighteen or nineteen; and that if they can find the uniform 
you will find the tuition. Tell the parents and the children 
that from now you are going to give them free tuition at 
these schools until they are nineteen; and that if they keep 
the children there until they are nineteen that you are really 
going to provide the sort of cirriculum there for them that 
would be secondary. That is the only way that I will be 
satisfied. 

While we are at it, let us examine this other inconsis- 
tency in the Government's policy on education. You say that 
the Princess Margaret and the Richmond are secondary 
Schools and that they are not a bit inferior to the St. 
Michael's Girlsn School and Combermere. (A VOICE: Who 
said so?) This is the propaganda of Government. I went to 
the Princess Margaret School recently to a farewell function 
for the badmaster, Mr. Thorne, who taught me and pre- 
pared me for Harrison' College, and the whole burden of the 
speeches made by the Hon. Minister of Education, by the 
Hon. Minister of Agriculture whowas an honoured guest, by 
the former Director of Education and by theretiring head, 
was that these schools are secondary schools therefore, you 
should give them a chance and see what they would produce. 
Let us examine that. The inference i s  that if only the peo- 
ple would hold off their criticism and try these schools, 
they will prove that they are just as good. (A VOICE: That 
i s  your inference.) Well then, if it is my inference, it is 
the most reasonable inference toplace on it. It seems to me 
as if the Government is now saying that even the claim 
which they have made out for these schools is not the true 
one. 
9.30 p.m. 

Hon. L. St.A. THORNE: On a point of order. I want to 
rebut the statement made by the hon. member to the effect 
that the Government is saying that Secondary Modern 
Schools are as good as Harrison College. I do not think that 
there is anyone of us in this Government who would be so 
wicked, or vile, as to try to infer that. 

Mr. TUDOR: I wonder if the Minister really under- 
stands what he has said. If you are saying that, to say that 
these schools are as good as Harrison College would be a 
vile and wicked thing, do you realise what follows? It fol- 
lows that they are worse than, if they are not as good as, 
Harrison College and therefore you are encouraging the 
people of this island to take something which is not good 
for them at all. 

Hon. L. St.A. THORNE: On a point of order. I wonder 
if the hon. member would say that Combermere School or 
the Gleridge Parry School is asgood as Harrison College. 

Mr. TUDOR: They are not as good; the Government has 
prevented them from being as good as Harrison College. 
They would not even give tk Coleridge Parry School a 
Cadet Corps. You do regard tk ColeridgeParrySchool as  
being nearer to Harrison College than you do regard the 
Princess Margaret School in relation to the Coleridge Parry 
School. 

Hon. L. S t A  THORNE: I think I can settle the whole 
issue by saying that, if the hon. member or anybody else 
can find tb necessary moneywithwhichtodo these things, 
then they w i l l  be done. If the money is not forthcoming, if 



the people are not able to undergo heavier taxation, then 
these things will not be done. That is  all I have to say. 

hlr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, that is not a serious contri- 
bution to this debate. 

hlr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not debating, at 
least not yet. 

hlr. TUDOR: Nobody a r g e s  that all the things which 
one wants to do can be done overnight; all this argument 
that you cannot do anything at all because you have not got 
the money to do it is fallacious. TheMinister says that all 
of these things he has in mind to do, but they will have to be 
done in relation to the financial competence of the island. 
Of course, that leaves his audience firmly convinced of his 
good intention, but not knowingprecisely when that good in- 
tention will be translated into action. 

How long will this Government rest upon the excuse 
that all good things cannot now bedone because there is no 
money to do them? It is  the duty of the Government so to 
govern and administer this island that new wealth will be 
created for extending the services which have to be given. 
I)o you mean to say that from now until 1970 the children 
cannot have this or that because there is  no money to give 
it to them? It is the Government's duty, I repeat, to create 
wealth so as to provide for new services. You have to find 
the means of getting the money; you cannot keep back the 
people's children on the ground that there is no money. If 
that is  their conception of what is to be done, well, obvious- 
ly,  nothing will be done. 

Coming back to the problem of Secondary Modern 
Schools, I want a clear understanding given to the people 
of this island as to what exactly is the purpose and function 
of the Secondary hlodern Schools. The peopleof this island 
are  demanding secondary education; if you tell them that 
there is no reason to expect that these schools can mea- 
sure up even to the worse of the grant-aided schools, then 
there is  no hope for thepeople and you should not even have 
to tell them that. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to begenerous to the Government. 
I imagine that the Secondary Modern Schools will be fol- 
lowing the E@sh model and you w i l l  be providing three 
types of genuine secondary schools. Even the English system 
would be an improvement on what we have, although I dis- 
agree with it. Nobody can prove to me that there a re  only 
three types of minds at the age of eleven years. If this is 
what you are doing, then the Princess Margaret School 
would become a Secondary School on the English Model and 
the pupils would take the G.C.E. in modern subjects. That 
would be an improvement on the present situation. If it did 
come to that, thenthat would be  commendable; and you would 
be able to say that the Princess Margaret School is  as  good 
a s  theFoundationSchoo1. Ifthat isnotwhat is aimed at, then 
what are these schools doing? Why are  they costing so much 
to be erected if that is  not the aim. 

Mr. STRAUGHN: On a point of order. For the purpose 
of the debate, would the hon. member enlighten us as  to 
what is his idea of a Secondary School? 

Mr. TUDOR: I did not hear the b n .  member. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member would like to have 
your interpretation of a Secondary School. 

Mr. TUDOR: My interpretation of a Secondary School 
is his experience; we both went to one. I know of no other; 
we have the same thing in common. Ifeel that a Secondary 
pchool, no matter how varied the curriculum is, must give 
raining far in advance of the ekrmntary stage. I do not 

Lno W if the Minister would agree to that. 
9.40 p.m. 

To send a child out of school at 14 years does not 
seem to me to be right even from the point of view of the 
child; but certainly it seems to me to bt inadequate from 
the point of training. So my point camot be shaken. You 
can only prove to the people of this iW that these 

schools a re  secondary schools when the children remain 
in them long enough to get a full secondary training. If that 
is what you are aiming at, you have the support and blessing 
of this side. (Hon. L. St .k  THORNE: That is why you were 
asked to give them time to develop.) 

Mr. Speaker, I pass from that now to the question of 
nourishmem in the schools. Here again Government is 
behind the times. Some weeks ago I asked the Minister 
to supply me with the f&ures with respect to the cost 
both capital and re-current of a school meals service. He 
did supply the figures, Mr. Speaker, and according to the 
Government's figures it will  take something like $4 million 
a year, I am speaking subject to correction, to provide the 
school meals service; and they say that the cost of pro- 
viding a single meal for a single child would be 55 cents. 
Now I would like to say here and now that it would be pos- 
sible for me, speaking now personally, to accept Govern- 
ment's figure and still not be frightened by it  for this rea- 
son: I feel that there is a world of difference between 
spending $4 million inside a community and spending $4 
million outside. The first thing you have got to appreciate 
about a school meals service is that a considerable por- 
tion of the expenditure, no matter what level it is, will be 
expended within the country. For instance, you said that 
you will need something like 1,000 women to work in the 
preparation of meals, service and so on. Even if you pay 
them $10 a week each, multiply 1,000 by $10 and see what 
that wage bill means in terms of the circulation of money 
within this community. 

When you a re  contemplating emndi ture  of that sort, 
you do not just say it is going to cost, say, $4 million or 
whatever it is and shy away from the problem; you say to 
yourself that it looks a s  if it may cost $4 million, but some 
of this will  come back to you in income tax, in customs 
duty, in licenses and fees; better still, more than half of 
it will circulate among the people of this island. 

I am convinced therefore that a school meals service, 
even if it costs the Government of this island $2 million a 
year, would be well justified; you would becreating an ex- 
t ra  circulation of $2 million which might be equivalent to 
$10 million coming in from outside. So you should not ke 
afraid of the cost of it on that score. The next thing about 
it is this: you have to understand some of what goes on in 
this island. I see poor people's children daily, and do you 
know for the way the cost of living runs today, that no child 
can get a proper lunch under 30 cents? Most of the people 
can only afford to give their children ten cents, fifteen 
cents, twenty cents or a quarter; and that is why I say that 
if  a man knows that nowadays it isdifficult for his child to 
get a proper lunch even for 25 cents, what would be wrong 
if you established a school meals service and asked the 
parents to provide a subsidy say of 5 cents per meal? Do 
you realise, Mr. Speaker, what 41,000 children paying 5 
cents each, if it comes to that, would amount to if you 
asked parents to provide each child with 5 cents? That in 
itself would pay for the serving of the meal and give a lat 
towards paying for the cost of some of the food. Each pa- 
rent would willingly do it if you had to ask him, because.... 

Hon. L. S t A  THORNlir: I might ask the hon. member 
if he is shifting his stand from a free. school meals service 
to a subsidised one. 

Mr. TUDOR: That is a proper question. Tbe Hon. Min- 
ister is asking if I am shifting my stand from free school 
rneals to a s u b s i d i d  meal. I am in favour of a meat If 
Government says that it cannot afford a free meal, I am 
saying that there is not a parent in this island who would 
not, if asked, give a ehikl fivecents a s  a cost towards it. h 
would not cover the cost, but if Government says it would 
cost $4 million and you can get back8/4  miwon from the 
little five cent pieces, that would go to meeting some of tht 
cost, and you would still beabletotell the parents that be- 
cause they were williag to let their child pay five! Cems, 
you are willing to provide the 50 cents which the meal 
costs. Are you wiUfng to do that? You have said an that 
side of the House that it costs too much and you cannot do 
it. 



r 
Hon. L. &.A. THORNE: I said what it would cost; I do 

I not think I added the words "too much" 

Mr. TUDOR: But you implied, 

Hon. L. St.A. THORNE: I did not imply anything; I said 
what I wanted to say. 

Mr. TUDOR: htr. Speaker, can we now ask through 
you whether Government intends to provide the school 
meals service we have been asking them to do? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not at this stage. 

hlr. TUDOR: The I-Ion. Minister is now saying that he 
never said it cost too much. What is  the point of telling me 
it would cost $4 m~llion if you did not imply that you could 
not afford it? I asked what it cost because the Minister said 
the costs were prohibitive, and I told him to let me have 
the figures. This is putting our cards on the table. 

If you say you cannot afford 55 cents, tell the people 
of this island that you are  prepared to put 50 cents if they 
will put five cents. What could be fairer than that? Which 
parent in this island would not allow a child to get a bal- 
anced meal for five cents? That is the way to do it, but do 
not say you cannot do it and do not surreptitiously, when 
you think everybody has forgotten about it, come Lq and 
bring it as  your programme. You cannot expect to get away 
with that all the time. 
9.50 p.m. 

You are now coming around to the idea that a s c b l  
meal service is a practical proposition. If so, you are  five 
years late, and I wil l  not allow youto bribe the peopb with 
it. I say better late than never. You had to be driven to it. 
(A VOICE: Of course, you have to justify your time in the 
House as an Opposition member.) What do you mean? (A 
VOICE: You are in the Opposition so you have to find sorne- 
thing to tell the people.) 

Mr. SPEAKER. I hear some voices, some buder than 
others; and only one hon. member is  addressing the Chair 
and is standing. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, there is no point a b m  talk- 
ing about the next election; after the next election a lot of 
them who are  asiding now may m t  be asiding in here. Sir, 
if you can provide a wholesome and balanced hot rreal for 

Mr. TUDOR: Well then, the backbenchers of the Gov- 
errrment talk too much. 

Mr. STRAUGHN: Mr. Speaker, I rise on apoint of or- 
der. I feel a s  if I am getting victimised because there are  
so very few backbenchers. I am sure thehon. member can 
mention which one it is. 

hlr. TUDOR: The fact that the hon. member has risen 
draws the curtain over the matter. 

I also understand that a circular has been sent to the 
Heads of the Gover nment-aided Secondary Schools ad- 
monishing them for their speech at Speech Days. They are  
not to ask for things as  they are  asking for things now. Ttn? 
portraying of their needs before parents and the public 
embarrasses the Government. Further, if a school wants 
anything, the school is to direct its request to Govern- 
ment. Is that true? hlr. Speaker, I would like to ask the 
Hon. Minister now if that is true. 

these children, it would have my blessing. I know rhat if 
you say to parents that it will cost 55 cents but you will 
have to give us back five cents, parents would gk;e it to 

naw to you because they are  paying more than five centc 
give a child a lunch. As a matter offact, I will  go to them and 
tell them that if Government asked them to pay five cents 
to subsidise a school meal service to do it, h a u s e  
they will be getting back more thanthat. That is how I feel 
a h a t  it. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have to sound a warning wfiich is 
not going to please the Hon. Minister of Education, the 
Government or anybody on that side of the House. I want 

I.+ to shift back to secondary education; the administrative 
side of it. I understand that it is Government's intention 
to do away with the Governing Bodies of Grant-aided 
Secondary Schools. I said that I understand so; and it w i l l  
be for the Minister when he replies to say that it is not so. 

Hon. L. St.A. THQRNE: Mr. Speaker, I riseon a point 
of order. May I assure the hon. member that this is the 
first time that I have heard of it. 

Hon. L. St.A. THORNE: That i s  a sort of half truth. 
I do know that there has been a circular sent out to heads 
of grammar schools; and in the circular they were given 
to understand that the requests which they make at Speech 
Day functions for things which they want can be made, but 
that anything which they want from the Government should 
be forwarded to Government. No such statement was made 
about embarrassing the Government. 

Mr. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, what was the purpose of 
t e h g  them not to make public the needs of the school? 

Hon. L. St.k THORNE: We did not tell them so. 

Mr. TUDOR: You will always have troubleinthis way. 
You ask a Minister of thecrownto state the facts in a mat- 
ter concerning the Department. (Hon. L. St.A. THORNE: 
I have stated the facts.) I amnow asking the Hon. Minister, 
do you feel that such a request would embarrass the Cov- 
ernrnent in an election year? (Hon. L. St.A. THORNE: You 
a re  saying that.) 

Mr. Speaker, it seems to me a s  if hon. members 
a re  willing to postpone debate on this matter at this stage. 
I am in a state of uncertainty a s  to whether I should ask 
leave to postpone further consideration of this motion, 
or  whether I should continue to speak 

Hon, M. E. COX: Sir, I am not depriving any member 
of having any opportunity to speak. Even if it is against the 
rule, I would be willing to suspend or  waive that rule to 
aLlaw the hon. mxnber to speak and put forward his points 
of view. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 

The Order Paper having been fixed, 

Hon. M. E. COX: I beg t? move that this House do now 
adjourn until Tuesday next, 28th February, 1961, at 12 
o'clock noon. 

K 

Hon. D. D. GARNER: I beg to second that. 
The question was put and resolved in the affinnative 

~. 

without division, and Y r .  S P E A K E R  adjourned the House 
accordingly. 
10.00 pm. 




