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House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION 1962

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Tuesday, 24th April, 1962,

Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at three o'clock p.m today.

PRESENT

His Honour Mr, J. E, T, BRANCK ER, Q.C., (Speaker);
Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD, (Minister of Development,
Trade, Industry and Larour); Mr, L, E. SMITH, J.P.; Mr.
F. C. GODDARD; Hon, C.FE, TALMA, (Ministerof
Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries); Hon, J, C, TUDOR,
M.A., (Minister of Education) Mr. J. W. CORBIN;
Mr, S.  E. SEALEY; Mr. W, R. COWARD; Mr. R, St.C.
WEEKES, J.P,; Mr, W, R, LOWE; Mr, E, L.,CAR-
MICHAEL, J.P., (Deputy Speaker) and Hon, A, DaC,
EDWARDS, (Minister of Social Services),

Prayers were read,

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minutes for the previous meeting
of this House are not yet ready; hence, they are not circu-

lated,
Mr. MOTTLEY and Mr. HUSBANDS entered the
House and took their seats.

PAPERS LAIDD
Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, onbehalf of the
Hon, Premier, I beg to lay:

Staterment of sums of money paid over to the Accountant
Gereral by the Commissioner of Police during the quarter
ended 31st December, 1961,

Hon, C, E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Hon,
Minister of Communications, Works, Housing and Tourism,
I beg 1o lay:

Report on the Audit of the Accounts of the Housing
Authority for the year ended on the 31st March, 1961,

Hon, W, A. CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, on my own be~
half, I beg to lay the following:~ ‘

The Customs (Petroleun Product Bulk Storage)
(Amendment) Regulations, 1961,

Report of investigation into the work and living con=
ditions of Barbadian workers on the Farm Labour Pro~
gramme in the US.A.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon, W, A. CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, onbehalf of the
Hon, Premier, I beg to give notice of the following Bills:~-

A Bill wo grant an additional sum of money out of the
Public Treasury and appropriate the same for the service

of the year ended the thirty-first day of March, one thous~
and nine hundred and sixty=two.

A Bill to make provision for the impositionof duties on
sales of land in areas where the Government undertakes or
proposes to undertake substantial expenditure from public
funds, to impose betterment charges on development of
lands in such areas and to provide for matters connected
therewith or incidental thereto,

Mr, LYNCH entered the House and took his seat,

QUESTIONS

Mr. CARMICHAEL: To enquire of the Appropriate
Minister:

Is Government aware of any Company carrying on, on
Government lands, the business of stone quarriersinthe
parish of St, James?

2. If the answer is in the affirmative, will Government
state the terms and conditions under which they operate?

Mr, BATSON: To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:

Is the Minister aware that there is widespread dissa-
tisfaction amongst some of the employees of the Northern
District Council who work in the parish of St, Thomas on
Road Construction etc,, with regards to the terms of their
employment and the prompt payment of their wages?

2, Would the Minister therefore initiate an immediate
plan to have all the roads in the parish of St, Thomas turned
over to the Department of Highways & Transport for re=
pairs as well as the said employees, with a view to remedy=-
ing the situation complained of?

3.15 p.m,

Mr, HUSBANDS: To enquire of the Appropriate Minis=
ter:

Will the Government see to itthatatSandy Lane in the
parish of St, James beach access is provided and well de-
fined in order that the public may easily ascertain such
access?

2. Will the Government see to it that consequent upon the
proposed development of Heywoods Plantationinthe parish
of St, Peter an adequate beach access road be provided,
marked and well defined?

3. Will Government see to it that the lands known as
Cholera Ground in the parishof St, Peter be made available
to the public for the beaching of the fishing boats and a
beach access road?

Mr., HUSBANDS: To enquire of the Appropriate Minis=
wer:~
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——

Is the Government aware that supplies of supposedly
prepared warm fresh cows' milk offered to pupils of the
Primary Schools are irregularly inspected and tested as to
their hygienic preparation and chemical content?

2. Is Government aware that on several occasions pupils
in these schools have refused to partake of such prepara-
tions when offered as a school meal?

3, Does Government realise the necessity of having fre-
quent and regular tests made as to the dietetic value of such
milk?

4, If the answers toNos, 1,2and 3 are in the affirmative,
will Government see to it that regular and frequent inspec=
tions and tests are carried out atthe premises where such
supplies are prepared and/or at the schools where such
meals are served?

Mr. BOXILL entered the House and took his seat,

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On motions of Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD, seconded
by Hon, C. E. TALMA in edch case, the fllouing Bills
were read a first ime: —

A Bill to grant an additional sum of money out of the
Public Treasury and appropriate the same for the service
of the year ended the thirty=first day of March, one thous«
and nine hundred and sixty=two,

A Bill to make provision for the imposition of duties
on sales of land in areas where the Government undertakes
or proposes to undertake substantialexpenditure from pub=
lic funds, to impose betterment charges ondevelopment of
lands in such areas and to provide for matters connected
therewith or incidental thereto,

Hon. E. W. BARROW and Mr F.L. WALCOTT
entered the House and took their seats,

PRIVATE MEMBERS' NOTICES

Mr, SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the House
that there was aquestion submitted by the hon, senior mem=
ber for St, Andrew = a question which, through inadver=
tence, was not recorded in my file, The hon, senior mem=
ber for St, Andrew may put that question now,

Mr, CORBIN: To enquire of the Minister of Com~
munications, Works, Housing and Tourism:=

Is the Minister aware of the inconvenience and hard~
ships incurred by the peasants who rely on the following
roads in St, Andrew for the transportation of their canes?

(a) Harewoods Road, Hillaby, St. Andrew
() Work Hall Road, Cambridge, St, Andrew and
(c) King Street, St, Simons, St. Andrew,

If the answer is inthe affirmative, will Government try
as soon as convenient to cause these roads to be done?

To enquire of the Minister of Communications, Works,
Housing and Tourism:=

Is the Minister aware of the narrowness of the Lakes=
Windy Hill Road in the parish of St, Andrew?

Will Government take steps to improve this road?

Mr, SPEAKER: There is also a Resolution standing in
the name of the hon, junior member for St, Philip, The hon,
member may now give notice of that Resolution,

Mr. WEEKES: Mr, Speaker, 1 beg togive notice of the
following Resolution:=

WHEREAS this Government has deemed it necessary
to assist its casual employees by amending the Casual
Employees Pensions Act, 1961;

—

AND WHEREAS a large number of casualemployees of
Local Government has rendered thirty (30) to forty (40)
years service in the now defunct Vestries and the present
Councils, and should be entitled to receive similar benefits;

BE IT RESOLVED that Government enact legislation
without delay to amend the Local Government Actin order

1o legalise pensions and gratuities to casual employees in

such service,
VOTE OF CONEIDENCE re PASSING OF
Mr, B!L. BARROW

Hon, E. W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, at this stage, I am
asking leave to move a vote of condolence in respect of the
unfortunate passing of a former member of this House, Mr,
B. L. Barrow,

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon., member is asking leave to
propose a vote of condolence in respect of the passing of a
former member of this House, the late Mr,. Bernard L.
Barrow, who was a member of this Chamber representing
the parish of St. John, If there is no objection, leave will
be granted the Hon, Premier to proceed with that vote of
condolence now, (After a pause), There is apparently no
objection and therefore the hon, and gallant Premier may
now proceed with that vote of confidence,

3,25 pam,

Hon, E. W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, the deathoccurred
on Sunday morning last of Mr, Bernard Leslie Barrow of
Massiah Street in the parish of St, John, a former member
of the House for the same parish which I now have the
honour to represent. Mr, Barrow was 88 years of age.

1 unfortunately cannot claim the distinction of being
closely related, to the best of my knowledge, to the late Mr,
Barrow, but I am very happy to be able to share the same
name that he so illustriously held during his life time, Mr.
Barrow was a member of the House of Assembly for the
parish of St, John, and was the junior member from Novem=
ber 1944 until late in 1946, During his term of office in this
Chamber, he acted as Chairman of Committees on no less
than sixteen occasions, and I might mention at this stage,
Sir, that Mr, Barrow entered the House whenthe House was
composed of people who had served for considerable periods
of time, and therefore it must be regarded as an indication
of the esteem with which Mr, Barrow was held by his col=
leagues in this Chamber that as so junior 2 member of the
Legislature he was called upon to perform the duties of
Chairman of Committees on so many occasions,

1 am very fortunate that Mr, Barrow was a constituent
of mine, I have never had or entertained any kind of doubt
that he always exercised his vote with discretion and against
the names of candidates whom he thought most fit and
worthy to represent the parish in whichhe had lived for so
many years of his life. Your Honour and other members of
this Chamber can speak with greater authority as to Mr.,
Barrow's parliamentary career. I personally can speak
about him as a constituent and as the father, grand-father
and father=in=law of many persons in my parish whom I
have come to look upon with a great deal of respect; as a
man who was enterprising, and as a man who epitomised
the true spirit of Barbadians, filling as it were, the gap be-
tween the 19th Century and the 20th Century when we in this
country were emerging from a state of almost, should I say,
indolence to a state of energetic enterprise, and the en=
larging of the constitutional rights of the people of this
Island and their economic privileges.

Mr, Barrow had, as far as Iam informed, two children,
seven grand=children and six great grand-children, He
made a considerable success of his role as abusinessrnan
and as a planter in the parishof St. John, He was a man of
extreme industry and consideration for the lot of the poor,
and I think that it is those two qualities which inspired Mr,
Barrow to come forward and represent the parish of St,
John in the General Assembly of this Island, and he was re=
turned even at his age with the confidence of the people of
St. John behind him, He served on several Committees of
the Vestry of the parish, and my only regret when I looked
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around the parish of St, John and saw people of Mr, Bar-
row's qualities was that more and greater usage of his
services were not made in such terms as being designated
as a Justice of the Peace and other spheres in which I am
sure he would have been able to render very valuable as=
sistance,

Despite the fact that it was regarded atone time that a
seat in the Legislature was a fee simple absolute in posses=
sion, if I may use a term of law, of certain families in this
Island, Mr, Barrow like some other Barbadian pioneers
was never afraid to challenge the stats quo; he was not
satisfied to sit down and see things happening to his people
without raising a voice of protest on their behalf,

His funeral was attended vesterday by no less than
eight present and past members of the Legislature = I be~
lieve there were as manyasten+and it is some indication
of the impartiality and, I should say, the affable manner in
which Mr, Barrow conducted himself inside and outside of
Parliament that he was borne into the Church by represen=
tatives of all political Parties in this Island,

1 do not want to say any morebecause 1 am sure there
are other hon, members in this Chamber who would like to
say something as a tribute to this great St, John statesman,
and being a St, John statesman is something which qualifies
you to be a statesman in anypartof the world, even if I do
say so myself, I am sure, Sir, that the members of the
House will join with me on behalf of the Government in ex=
pressing their condolence and sympathy to the relatives of
Mr, Barrow, His wife predeceased him some years ago, but
I am sure you will direct that the expression of sympathy
be sent to his relatives to indicate the sympathy which all
members on all sides of the House hold and share on his
unfortunate passing,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Speaker, it is notonly fitting, be=
cause I am a member of this Chamber and because the late
Bernard Leslie Barrow was also a member of this Chamber
that I should join with the Government in paying tribute and
expressing condolence in this Chamber to the family and
relatives of the late Mr, Barrow, but it is because I can well
remember knowing Mr, Barrow whenIwasbuta tot, a very
small boy, 1 can remember Mr, Barrow in those days as a
very hard-working man; but what struck me most about
B. L. Barrow was that when 1 had to leave this country to
enter the United States, if you ever met anyone from St,
John, you could always find him asking you whether you
knew B, L, Barrow.

3.35 pam.

Long before I came into politics, the character of the
late Mr, B, L, Barrow was brought forcibly to my mind, As
I have said, I was not atthattime interested in politics, but
I distinctly remember an article which was written in a
newspaper of this country which was thenedited by the now
Prime Minister of the West Indies = or the Ex-Prime
Minister of the West Indies, Imay say at this stage = when
Mr, B, L. Barrow had the courage to offer himself as
a candidate for this House of Assembly in which it was
stated by the Ex~Prime Minister, Sir Grantley Adams, that
the House of Assembly was po place for people who sell salt
fish and pork; Jet Barrow go back and sell salt fish and
pork, I considered Mr, Barrow a man without malice and
hatred because I used to come in here, sit down and watch
him, He did not bear any maliceor hatred towards anyone,
but he tried to do something for those whom he represented.
There are men like the late Mr, B, L. Barrow, Mr, Jack
Vaughn, Mr, Miller~Austin, Mr, L, E. Brathwaite and such
men who offered their services to this country when it was
considered sacrilege to offer yourself for service in the
Local Government or the Central Government,

1 therefore say that we in this House have a shining ex=
ample set for us by the late Mr,B. L. Barrow who had the
courage to offer himself as a member of this House, I re-
member most vividly when I was considered a young up=
start that I wended my way to St, John and offered myself
as a candidate for the parish of St, John, and Mr, B, L,
Barrow on the platform in front of the hierarchy said:
“Had I not given my word out already’” = and to use a com=

= ]

mon parlance = *“for your guts'I would offer you my sup-
port because everybody seems to be afraid of offending the
hierarchy of St. John.'* That is what he said in respect of
my coming forward for that parish,

Mr. Speaker, the Island of Barbados and particularly
the parish of St, John is poorer by his passing, I would say
that there are men who did not have the opportunity of hav=
ing a college and university education, but who have con=
tributed to this country more so than Barbados Scholars
have ever contributed, The late Mr, B, L. Barrow has so
contributed by his shining example, by his own industry,
courage and outspokenness in matters political and the way
he felt about anything,

Sir, the late Mr, B. L, Barrow was also a churchman
of no mean standing, We became personal friends and we
always discussed political matters, Whatever may be his
political philosophy, his outlook in life could be summed up
in this way: ‘‘Let me try toraise people up," As a member
of the St, John’s Vestry for many years, he made a tre-
mendous contribution and paved the way for many of us to
sit down in Vestries of this country, Because of that, we in
this country are poorer by his passing,

The late Mr, B, L. Barrow reached the ripe age of
88 years and, as some of us may say, or have said, he was
living on borrowed time, I regret that 1 could not have at=
tended his funeral, but on behalf of hon. members on this
side of the Chamber, I am saying that we wish to convey
to his relatives our sincere condolences and we know that
although he reached the ripe age of 88 years, his chair in
that house and his counsel in that family will still be
missed, We feel that the passing of Mr, Bernard L. Barrow
is something which this Chamber, this Island and people
abroad who knew of him should mourn. Let it not be said
that he had an easy time as a Vestryman for St, John, Even
his temerity to come forward for this House at the time
when he did showed the courage of the man because when he
offered himself he found those whom he thought would sup~
port him saying to him: “‘Goback and sell salt fish’®, How=
ever, God had it so ordained that he was able to come in
here on his own and to show to the Island of Barbados that
whether you sell rice, flour, biscuits, saltfishor pork, so
long as your heart was in the right place, you would do
what is right for the people, Let it not be misunderstood
that it is the people who make kings and destroy them, And
we have lived to see that it is the people who make you a
king and who destroy you,

Sir, I have much pleasure in associating myself with
this Resolution of Sympathy to the family and relatives of
the late Mr, B, L. Barrow on his passing.

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, I associate myself with the
remarks made by the Hon, Premier and the hon, senior
member for the City on the passing of the late Mr, B. L,
Barrow, The hon, senior member for the City referred to
the remarks or a phrase by the Prime Minister of the West
Indies in respect of the late Mr,B. L, Barrow being a man
selling fish and pork, 1 say that everybody cannot sell fish
and pork and make a success of it, The late Mr, B, L.
Barrow had something in him which no headmaster, or no
principal of any Coliege could put into a child or hurnan
being and, that is, sound commonsense, That spoke well for
him and it gave him the courage to come forward and repre=
sent the people of St, John morefroma Local Government
element than from the Central Government element.

The late Mr, B, L. Barrow was a man who would not
embarrass himself in his political career for agood name
as some people do, What he thought was right he would sup=
port, and what he thought was wrong he would not support,
That is the courage which we wantevery politician of today
to be endowed with, Do notdo anything to please others and
displease yourself, The late Mr. B. L. Barrow was one of
those men who never tried to kill his conscience, He did not
have many friends inmany circles, buthe had more friends
in other circles, He was a plain speaking man and where a
dollar was to be spent, he would see to it that it was spent
wisely, and when it came to the dollar which was being
spent belonging to the taxpayers, he would see to it that it
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was well spent and more wisely spent than even if it was
his own dollar,

The late Mr, B. L. Barrow represented the taxpayers
of St, John faithfully and well in the old Local Government
and, added to that, he came forward as a member of this
House for that parish and he represented them, All that
speaks well for him and he leaves behind an example which
most politicians should follow,

I will end by saying: ‘‘May he rest in peace",
3445 pem,

Mr, CORBIN: Mr, Speaker, 1 must associate myself
with the remarks which have been made by various speakers
especially the Premier, concerning the late Mr, B, L.
Barrow who was one of the representatives in this House for
the parish of St, John for many years. I myself am from
the parish of St, Andrew and on behalf of my people I would
have to pay tribute to the late Mr, Barrow, Although he was
in St, John, his name washeard all through St, Andrew and,
I believe, throughout the length and breadth of Barbados;
that is when you have faith and courage. I remember meet=
ing Mr, Barrow last year and he told me this: ‘‘My desire
is for the good of the people of St, John and those through-
out the island of Barbados,” He also said that he would
contribute his goodness to anyone who was willing to re=
ceive it, As far as he talked with me, I could see that he
has fought with the beasts at Ephesus and with the princi=
palities and powers in order to get where he was; I admire
the faith and courage which he possessed, I congratulate
him as I think of the respectable age to which he has lived,
the age of 88 years,

Mr, Speaker, I have heard of the criticisms made by
the various powers when Mr, Barrow was coming forward
for membership of this House; but when it comes to these
things, the Most High God looks at the desires of man and
He gives to every man according to the fruit of his doings.
‘The Most High God has said that those who obey him can
“go up to 70 vears and as to those who are faithful in the
land and who have gone to save people, lie will prolong their
days, Surely the Most High God has prolonged Mr, Barrow’s
days., Mr, Barrow has not died a poor man; he has built up
himself and has left wealth for his relatives and children,
That is a man who had faith, courage, ability and dignity, 1
congratulate him and I hope that the Most High God will
cause his soul to rest in peace,

Mr, COWARD: Mr, Speaker, although I rise with a tinge
of sadness at the death of Mr, B, L, Barrow, I am very
pleased to hear the kind remarks which have been made
here today about the late gentleman, Iknew him for the past
32 years and I must say that I have learnt quite a lot from
himm as a business man, He was a very straightforward
businessman who could not be bought in any way at all, He
has worked faithfully and honestly for the people of St.
John; he not only served the people of St, John but he has
always tried to help the people of this Island as a whole.
With those fcw remarks, Mr, Speaker, I wish to give my
sympathy to the members of his bereaved family,

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 beg to associate myself with all the
remarks which have been made by the various speakers and
the tributes which have been paid to the memory of the
late Mr, B. L, Barrow with whom I have had the privilege
and pleasure of being associated as amember of this House
and whom I have had the privilege of addressing on
many occasions when he was Chairman of Committees, I
join with all hon, members in associating myself with the
tributes which have been paid and I now ask hon, members
to join with me in standing for two minutes as a mark of
respect to the memory of the late Mr, Bernard L. Barrow,

Hon, members stood in their places for two mnutes

as requested by His Honour the Speaker,

Mr, SPEAKER: The Clerk will be directed, of course,
to send a letter of condolence to the nearest relatives of the
lawe Mr, Barrow,

]

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

RESOLUTION re PUBLIC TRANSPORT
SERVICE N St, JOHN

Mr. SPEAKER: We are now in the time for the con=
sideration of Private Members' Business, On the last oc=
casion we were debating a Resolution in connection with the
public transportation service in the parishof St, John, That
Resolution stands in the name of the hon, junior member
for St. John and when the time for Private Members' Busi=
ness expired on the last occasion, the hon, senior member
for the City, the Hon, Leader of Her Majesty's Opposition
in this Chamber was addressing the Chair, The hon, mem-=
ber may continue his speech.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr, Speaker, the Resolution which the
hon, member has brought forward, reads as follows:=-

‘WHEREAS the public transportation service in the
parish of Saint John is irregular and inadequate:

AND WHEREAS there is urgent need to remedy this
situation;

BE IT RESOLVED that this House request Government
to issue directions through the appropriate channels tothe
private concessionaires plying in the said parish so as to
ensure greater efficiency in the Routes under their re-
spective controls,*’

When I started to speak on the last occasion, I merely
had the opportunity of a few seconds in which to say a few
words, I did not say very much. The hon. senior member
for St, Peter had his say on this matter, He is a Trade
Unionist and it is well known where we differ and where we
are friendly on this question of nationalisation, We do differ
on nationalisation as such, not on everything that can be
nationalised; but we say that we differ on this matter, If we
differ on nationalisation and the people decide thatyou are
to be in power, you can do whatyou want to do, It is then a
matter for the Opposition to say thatif you are nationalising
anything, then it must be done in a proper manner, If we
find that people in private enterprise have been able to do
certain things much better than the Government can do
them, well, there are certain essential services such as
public utilities and I will say here thatI know that the hon,
member, if he could reply at this stage, would talk about
the water service and so on, If the hon, member were here
when we were dealing with the passing of the Public Utilites
Bill, or if he were to look up the records, he will find that I
led off the debate then and I suggested that transport should
be put under the heading of public utilities,

3,55 p.m.

1 remember then the now hon, junior member for St.,
George made the suggestion that you should include Redif=-
fusion, but it was pointed out then that Rediffusion was not
an essential service such as transport, I would agree with
any Socialist that public transportis anecessity and a pub=
lic utitity, but at the time the last Government did not see
fit, even up to when they went out of power, to regard
transport as one of the items of public utility, Public utility
means any personor company(including the lessee, trustee,
receiver, or liquidator of such person or company) who
owns or operates equipment or facility for the production,
generation, storage, transmission, sale, delivery, furnish-
ing or supplying directly or indirectly to or for the public,
of electricity or gas. Here is where Ildo not agree with the
hon, senior member for St, Peter, Public transport is a
public utility and as such there should be an Authority to
direct it, whether it is run by private concessionaires or
by Government, There should be a Public Utility Board to
show how you should run, the fares you should pay and the
price you should pay for this public utility service,

Mr, Speaker, I agree at the outset withthe hon, senior
member for St, Peter on the question of a public utility
service, but I will show later why this should not be run by
a Government, When I point out these things, I would like
the Government to investigate, I repeat Ishould like to see
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transport directed by a Public Utlity Board and private
concessionaires, but that does not mean that Iam suggest=
ing that private concessionaires should have an opportunity
10 overwork people or not pay the wages claimed, I am as
strong a Trade Unionist as anybody, because I lived in
America and know what it means, Those who have to go to
work and use their hands or, maybe,do a porter’s job must
know what it is to be a Trade Unionist, and I do not think
for a minute that anybody in this Chamber would say that
because I say it should be run by private concessionaires,
1 am agreeing that private concessionaires should be able
to do what they like, 1 believe the buses should be given to
private concessionaires, and then the Public Utility Board
should be able to direct and regulate the service,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, on a point of order, the
hon, member is referring to me, but I only want to direct
Your Honour's attention to the fact that the Resoltion is a
private concessionaire’s Resolution,

Mr, SPEAKER: I am afraid 1 was only giving that hon,
member similar latitude to what 1 gave the hon, senior
member for St, Peter when he spoke earlier in the debate
= similar but no more latitude,

Mr, MOTTLEY: I hope Lhave no more latitude, but just
as I was going to make my point, the hon, member antici=-
pated me, This route is being serviced by a private con=
cessionaire, but I am going to make this clear and plain
here this evening: what else could any private concession=
aire do who was being held up to ransom by a Government?
Since 1954 the last Government would not sign the contract,
The member was expected to invest $150,000, but he was
held up to ransom because they could walk in any morning
and the man who was running the concession about which
the hon, member speaks would lose it, What would you ex~
pect him to do? How could he go to the Bank and get back=
ing? What authority would he have? What did the last Gov-
ernment say to him? They said he was entitled to run this
concession for six, seven or ten years, and he can run it as
long as he is going to be a yard fowl = to use the hon,
member’s expression = for the Government; or in some
cases as long as some members of the Government could
have.,.... I do not want to say what I have been hearing, It
is alleged that so long as they could get shares or draw=
backs, one could continue to run the buses, But what I want
to say is this: the present Government should either take
over all the buses or givethemouton concession for three
or five years asthe case may be; the point I am making and
what the hon, senior member for St, John should know is
that the concessionaire who runs this route can be told by
the Government tomorrow morning that he has no more
concession,

Mr, Speaker, I agree with the hon. junior member for
St. John when he asks that Government issue directions
through the appropriate channels to see that his constitu=
ents get a proper service; but how canhis constituents get
a proper service when the Government itself is not running
it? I have no quarrel because the people in this country
wanted the last Government is power, and they decided to
nationalise, I will go a little further, and I am not asking
for any latitude, but I want to make some shocking state=
ments in this House, and I hope this Government will look
very carefully into them, The Government has appointed
a new Board to the Transport Board, and it is going to
shock members of this House that since these new members
have called for statements, it has been discovered that the
last Government owed nearly $700 to the Transport Board
and the Board cannot find whom to sue, 1 challenge any
member to contradict me now, Inone case money is owed by
the Barbados Labour Party and in another case by the La-
bour Party; so I draw this now to the Premier's attention,

I have sat here in this House with people who were
immoral, unjust and dishonest in Local Government and
who did everything, and had it not been for the broom and
the upset in this country coming along, nobody would ever
have known these things. 1 do not want to make reckless
statements about members® characters, but nobody would
have koown that the Labouwr Party owed the Transport
Board nearly $700 for using buses for election, and the
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solicitors cannot find whom to sue for the money, I put that
to the Government of this country, and itis for the Govern=
ment to go into this matter and make me out an impostor or
a person making reckless misstatements or say I am not
telling the truth, The Minister of Communications, Works
and Housing is not here and I hope the Minister who is
holding the pordolio for him will make a note of it.

Mr. Speaker, I have a Jot more to say, and it is going
to be very difficult, How could the hon, senior member for
St, Peter expect any Government to runthe transport ser=
vice along those lines? Nearly $14,000 is owed by the -
Transport Board to the sonof anex=-member of this House,
and I want the public to know that if the present Board calls
for every voucher it will be found that a number of things
which they have been buying from thisfirmat two or three
times the valuve could have been bought by any private
concessionaire at a cheaper price from any garage,
4.05 p,m,

I repeat that for your information, Iam sorry the hon.
senior member for St, George is not here but I challenge
either one of them to 5aVeecesss

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, senior member for St, George
is here,

Mr, MOTTLEY: I mean the hon, junior member for St.
George, The Board was called on to resign and that mem-
ber said that he would have to consult his son before he
stood down, I have challenged them very many times, They
have been making all these reckless statements about my
actions in Local Government that I felt that they would have
called a Commission of Enquiry so as to see if they could
send me behind bars. I am saying that this Government
should insist on having anenquiry into the Transport Board
and call for every voucher, Let them do that and ask why
when you could pay $6,00 for something, youpaid $20, Is it
any wonder when they paid $20,000 to the Garrison Gaso~
lene Station? Ask them if the Garrison Gasolene Station
sells spare parts, You should go and buy spare parts where
you can get them at the cheapest rate, I would like to know
who directed the business. Write this down, Only yesterday
they discovered that in the case of a bus which was char~
tered out, therewas no record to show for it, Surely, you
could not have either of the buses belonging to the senior
member for St, Joseph on charter without his knowing
about it, Buses of the Transport Board were chartered out
and there is no record to show that they were chartered
out, What i{s more, members of the Government = some of
them = knew about it. (A VOICE: Which Government?) The
last Government, They were well connected with it, Buses
were chartered out on several occasions and no such entry
was put in the records, Iwant themto challenge me on this,

Now, Mr, Speaker, of course, we agree that you should
not put in the Estimates any money for this Board. I went to
the hon, senior member for St, Peter and discussed this
question with him, I ask him: how can you agree to pay an
inspector more money than you pay to the man who is
driving a bus? 1 watched a driver of a bus with sixty odd
people in it, It isahard jobto drive such a bus. I therefore
asked the hon, senior member for St, Peter: how is it that
an inspector is worth more than a driver,

I am not accusing anybody of dishonesty. Ido not know
who the personis, but what Idiscovered was that one person
who is the wife of the senior Director of the Transport
Board gave out the tickets, It was alsodiscovered that one
bus runs up to nine o'clock without any tickets being issued,

1 hope the Minjisters of this Government would not at=
termpt to interfere with the running of the Board but 1 am
not making any fun about this, You had the position where
the wife of a director was giving out tickets and a bus run=
ning until nine o’clock without any tickets being issued, The
position withprivate concessionaires is that they go to sleep
at one o'clock on nights and wake up at half-past four on
mornings. lagree with the hon, senior member for St. Peter
that you should fight for the best wages for the workers, 1
agree that he should not let a concessionaire in St, John get
away with it, What I cannot agree to is that you should sit
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down and know all of these malpractices are going on and do

nothing about it, Let me say that the first thing which the
new members of the Transport Board have done is to ask
for a staterment of the liabjlities and assets, Do you want
me to tell you something more? An amount of $7,000 in
tyres was bought from Messrs, DaCosta and Company
Limited, All tyres have serial numbers, Sir, I would like
you to pick me and put me on the Board just for once, I
would show Mr, Ronald Mapp who has been abusing me in
the Press who I am,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, I rise on a point of or=
der, By the farthest stretch of the imagination, you cannot
say that what the hon, member is sayinghas anything to do
with the Resolution before us, I do not have any brothers;
I had one sister and she is dead, However, I cannot see how
this Resolution worded as it iscanrelateto the hon, mem=-
ber's argument on the Transport Board, It would have been
all right if we were dealing with a Resolution on the Trans=
port Board, (A VOICE: You spoke for along time defending
the Transport Board.,) The Hon, Mover of the Resolution
made a criticism of the Transport Board and his Resolu=~
tion is one which is criticising the service given by a pri=
vate concessionaire; therefore, ! asked him how bhe is go=
ing to reconcile the two statements, That is what I said, 1
did not make the Transport Board my juain argument, 1
would like 1o have a debate on the Transport Board at any
time, but I do not see how you can debate the Transport
Board under a Resolution which isostensibly onthe opera-=
tion of a service in St, John,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr,
long,

Speaker, my preamble is rather

My, SPEAKER: Some hon. members lack the gift of
conciseness,

Mr, MOTTLEY: I am one of those. The hon, senior
member for St, Peter accused me of criticising the Trans=
port Board,

Mr, WALCOTT: Ch no. I rise onapoint of order, Mr,
Speaker, The hon, senior member for the City has said that
I accuse him of criticising the Transport Board,I said that
this Resolution before us is not a Resolution dealing with
the Transport Board; it is dealing with the bus service in
St, John,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Sir, youwill recall that the hon, mem=
ber made about half an hour's reference to the Transport
Board in his speech in order to show that the Transport
Board was doing a better job than private concessionaires
and, therefore, he would not be criticising the Transport
Board.

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 am begiming to feel that I allowed
the hon, senior member for St, Peter too much latitude on
the last occasion,

Mr, MOTTLEY: I shall not take as long as he,
Mr, SPEAKER: I allowed him the maximum,

Mr, MOTTLEY: What I have said today was brought to
my notice and it is my duty to draw it to the notice of the
Government, Quite recently taxpayers’ money have beenin=
vested making a comparison between private concession=
aires and the question of nationalisation or Government
running transport with a tremendous sum like that, Then,
when they are buying tyres for the transport buses like that,
I say that that is something which the Government should
have an investigation into,

4,15 p.m,

I ask the Government to have an investigation as to how
long these tyres last and onwhat buses they are put, I think
that the hon. junior member for St, Johnis absohrely right
to ask that a private concessionaire who isplying buses in
St John should ply them efficiently, 1am sure that the hon,
senior member for St, Peter will agree with me3in fact he
cannot deny this; you either run allthe services or none of
them, The hon, senior member for St, Joseph is the con~
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cessionaire for a part of St, John, and Mr, Simpson and
Mr, Lucas are the concessionaires for the other parts of

St, John, The hon, mover of the Resolution is all right in

his criticism from the point of view of satisfying his con=
stituents that he is seeing to it that the children are pro-
vided with the opportunity of getting to school and that the
people know that they will get from and to their homes, One
of these buses costs about 20,000 to $25,000, A man must
have ten of these buses and therefore he has to spend a $1/4
million, He has not got to show whatproperty he has at the
Bank; the rolling stock would be sufficient; buthe wants an
agreement that his particular company should be the com=
pany to operate here for the next five years. Any Manager
of any Bank would decide on a depreciation of 20%; a man
will show his books and the Bank willback him up for buses
to the extent of a $1/4 million, i I were in St, John, when I
see buses leaving the children, I would want to know what
stupidity it is = I was not brought in here in any box cart
and I will criticise anybody = to impose a fine of $25on a
conductress who was trying to get children to school and
impose a fine of $10 on somebody who was racing away on
the roads, 1 will criticise the Judiciary, the Judge or any-
body at all; that is why I am in here,

I say that the hon, junior member for St. John should

discuss this matter with his Government, There are people
who are willing to run an efficient service: but can you do
this if you know that if you did not satisfy Mr, Cox or Mr,
Mapp or allow so much for an Election Campaign, you
would not be allowed to continue the service? While Ido
agree with you as a critricism of the Private concession=
aire, if you cannot run this route, at least you should give
to the Company or the people some guarantee that they have
it for three, four or five yvears. Mind you,l shall never be
converted to nationalisation as such, but I shall not be op=
posed to some things being nationalised. Ishall be opposed
10 all things being nationalised. The Labour Party in Eng=
land found out this mistake about this question of general
nationalisation; it is not the policy which will put you back
in power, I believe that the Public Utilities Act shoudd be so
amended as to bring transport under the Act, I say that if
electricity or gas is a necessity then Imaintain that trans=
port is a public utility. All of us are not blessed with the
wherewithal to have motor cars, but all of us must move
about somehow; and if the majority of people are benefiting
by something then it must be a public utility, I maintain that
the Public Utilities Act should be amended. Only a fool
would have thought that if Rediffusion is a necessity, elec=
tricity is not a necessity, I remember that one day in New
York the whole electricity systemn went off whenan opera=
tion was going on, when knives were being used, 1 say that
transport is a necessity and an independent body would be
the best authority to fix the fares, Everybody knows the
famous phrase of the Prime Minister of the West Indies
that bus fares will be raised only over his dead body. Well,
his body is not yet dead and bus fares have been increased,
If a Public Utilities Board is appointed, they would be able
to go into matters and say that not only must you run ser=
vices on the straight routes, but youmustalso run them to
the nearest point where you can drop people; you must run
transport where the people must benefit from that transport
most,

It is our considered opinion on this side of the House
that this Government should make right the wrongs and the
ills committed by the last Government, and they can do that
very easily, You have about ten or twelve concessionaires
around here and youhave businessmen in your Government,
Ask them if they would borrow money or mortgage their
Jand and buy a bus for $25,000 or $30,000 not knowing
whether you would take it away from them and give it to
somebody else who is one of your yard fowls. I do not think
that any sensible person would do that, Isay that it is about
time that this Government make right the wrongs and the
ilis. which have been perpetrated by the last Government,
4,25 pJn.

I counsel Government that there should be an amend-
ment to the Public Utility Act to include transport ser=
vices, whether or not the Government runs them itself, This
country is overburdened with a lot of stupidness; so do not
follow the example of the last Government, Youhave a Pub=
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lic Utility Board and public transport is a public utility, It
is stupid to take money out of people'’s pockets and throw it
away, H they can satisfy you that busfares are not paying,
I think that all of you are too young to say that something
would be increased over your dead bodies, Itis said that the
greatest gift of a politician is a short memory, but some
people think that the greatest gift of anelectorate is a short
memory. Nobody has died, but bus fares have increased,

Mr, Speaker, I commend the hon, member for moving
the Resolution, and I have made those remarks because I
have sat and borne a lot of scandal and slanderous re-
marks which people did not have the courageto say in cer=
tain places, but used the little dirty, yellow rag ‘The
Beacon” for writing slander and scandaling people in this
country whose shoe laces they could never even stoop to
untie; but we took it, and little did they know that behind
these doors when the Government was changed we would
find out that they were using the people’s money when I see
that the Manager of the Transport Board allowed them to
owe $700, I see the hon, junior member for St, Joseph look
at me, but I have never made a statement in this House yet
that I could not prove, I have never tried to make a state=
ment against any person because of colour; it makes o
difference to me, I want to say also that sooner or later the
tion, senior member for St, Peter, the Trade Unionist, will
hear something else is going on, Ithrow this out as a warn=
ing, They were using this Board and the buses to run their
campaign and little did they know that we would find out that
members were running their own garages; little did they
know that we would find out that people were hiring buses
out, having them on charter and not entering them on the
books,

Mr, SPEAKER: Was this taking place in the parish of
Saint John?

Mr. MOTTLEY: Not with the private concessionaires,
but Iam making the comparison which the hon, senior mem=
ber for St, Peter did make, It is now the end of Private
Members® Business, and I think I should sit,

Mr, SPEAKER: Private Members' time has now elapsed
it being after 4.30 p.m. of the clock, and we turn to Gov=-
ernment Business for today,

HOUSE COMMENCES GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Mr, SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day stands in
the name of the Minister of Communications, Works, Hous=
ing and Tourism, the hon, junior member for St, Michael,
to move the passing of a Resolutionto approve the lease by
the Executive Committee to Messrs, DaCosta and Company
Limited of a parcel of land situated in the Port Area,
Bridgetown, for the purpose of erecting a building thereon
to provide facilities for staff and stevedores,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: Mr, Speaker, lam asking leave to
deal with these two Resolutions which stand inthe name of
the Hon. Minister of Communications, Works, Housing and
Tourism,

Mr, SPEAKER: At the moment I am concerned only
with one, but I am grateful for the intimation, The hon,
member will be asking for similar leave in respect of Order
No, 2,

The Hon, Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries
is asking leave to take Resolutions Nos.Iand 2 which stand
in the name of his Ministerial colleague, the hon, junior
member for St, Michael, I there is no objection to leave
being granted, and I hear none, leave is granted,

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE LEASE OF LAND TO
MESSRS, DaCOSTA AND CO, LTD,

Hon, C.E.TALMA: Mr, Speaker, this Resolution seeks,
as the Addendum sets out, in accordance withthe provisions
of the Executive Committee (Amendment) Act, 1951, the ap-
proval of the Legislature of the lease of a parcel of land in
the Port Area, Bridgetown, to Messrs, DaCosta and Co, Lid,
for the purpose of erecting a building to provide facilities
and services for staff and stevedores,

e e ——— —————— — -

It is proposed to lease approximately 1,300 square
feet of land at the rate of two cents per square foot per
month, to be paid annually in advance, The period of the.
lease is to be 10 years withoptionof renewal for a further
10 years. A condition of the Jease to be, that Government
be given the option of acquiring the building at the appraised
value on termination of the lease either by non-renewal
after 10 years or at the expiry of 20 year period if another
lease is not then arranged. The other terms for the Jease
are to be the normal ones for such undertakings,

Mr, Speaker, the regular terms of such a lease have
been agreed on, and I beg to move that this Resolution do
now pass.

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: 1 beg tc second that,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Speaker, 1 am notinany way op=
posed to this Resolution, but I am not quite sure as to the
wording, and maybe the Hon, Minister in charge would put
me right, The Addendum says that this Resolutionseeks in
accordance with the provisions of the Executive Committee
(Amendment) Act, 1951, the approvalof the Legislatureof a
lease of a parcel of land to Messrs, Da Costa & Co, Ltd,,
for the purpose of erecting a building to provide facilities
and services for staff and stevedores,

Firstly, Sir, I thought that Port Contractors Lid, was
the responsible authority down there, and secondly, 1know
that Da Costa & Co, Ltd, is avery big firm which employs
people in all walks of life, Thisis not clear and the Minis-
ter should be in a position to explain, Why is it that Da-
Costa’s want this and not the Port Contractors, and what
staff is this for? Is itfor the staff there or the stevedores?
Is it a mis=print? The Minister should be able to tell us
that,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, I would like to ask the
Hon, Minister if he can give any information or, maybe,
draw it to the attention of the substantive Minister, I have no
objection to this 1,300 square feetof land being leased, be~
cause I understand there areevenmore acresof land there
than was anticipated, What lobjectto as a matter of princi-
ple is that youmust put your house in order, Charity begins
at home, I object to this quick method of releasing land to
Da Costa & Co, Lid,, when up tothis day since the opening
of the Port in May last year the Government has not seen
fit vet to provide one of the common facilities for the men
there, that is, a place for their bicycles and a proper en-
trance to the compound,

4,35 p.m,

We have no right stepping over any hard stones., Men
with soft feethave to step over hard stones leading up to the
compound and I vehemently object to this lack of apprecia~
tion for the worker, With things with which the working~
class people have to be provided there is this stay=in-the
backyard attitude towards them, There is the wrong idea
that he must wait at the end until everybody else has been
satisfied, I am objecting to that,

Moreover, 1 am not objecting to your giving Messrs.
DaCosta & Company, Limited, this lease of land, but I am
thoroughly disgusted with the delay with respect to all the
matters at the Port and sufficient warning has been given,
When we come to dealing with the Bill to amend the Dis~
placed Workers Allowance Act, I will have a lot more to
say, That is a disgrace.

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, Iriseon a point
of order, Wil the hon, senior member for St, Peter make it

- clear exactly what he iscriticising? Is he meaning the shed
for bicycles? He said that we are making haste to give

Messrs, DaCosta some Land and then he went on to com=
ment on the shed for bicycles, Iwantto get his information

correctly,

Mr, WALCOTT: The Hon. Minister had not been lis-
tening. I speak loudly enough that when anybody misses what
I have to say, you have to send them to a medical practi=-
toner to see what is taking place with their hearing,
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Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD:; We are not dealing with Han=
sard now,

Mr, SPEAKER: Let there be no asides,

Mr, WALCOTT: 1 said that I bave an objection to the
haste in which this lease was being made to Messrs, Da-
Costa and Company Limited, 1 also said that today is 25th
April, and up to today no bicycle sheds are built for the
men and this is nine months that that matter was finalised,
That was part of the original plan, It was stated that the
workers should have somewhere for their bicycles,

Moreover, the Hon, Minister must have seen for him=
self that if you want to go on the compound, there is no
proper footpath and the workers have to travel on a lot of
hard stones, Why was a footpath not made? Are the workers
not entitled to have somewhere proper towalkon? There is
the concept that a working class man can go through the
back, and this kind of thinking must stop.

Another thing is this, You have that old tumbled down
building on that part which wasoncePelicanIsland, That is
not suitable today, Build something up around it, The Port
Contractors have a better building for their office than the
Government has for its officers, and you have this stupid
waste of money that you have anold bogus building and you
do not have a decent place for your officers at the Port
where you have 92 acres of land.

You cannot have idiots running the Government, You
have a Shipping Office on the Wharf and you do not have a
suitable Port Office on the Deep Water Harbour where you
do your main shipping business, You still carry on your
business in an old bogus office, I would have to take that
building and reconstruct it into something more in keeping
with things today. I would construct a proper building for
a Shipping Office on the Deep Water Harbour site amd let the
Clerks come up along the Wharf when they have business
to do there, The distance is not too great, I can leave my
office and get to Eagle Hall, travelling the longest route, in
less than five minutes, How long is it going to take you to
go to the Deep Water Harbour? If Da Costa and Company
Limited wants to have people near the Portand because of
that they intend to construct a building there, I have no ob-
jection to your leasing the land to that company, but I think
that charity begins at home and you should put your house
in order first, I am not concerned with the price at which
you are leasing them this 1,300 square feet of land,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: Mr,Speaker, Iwill attempt to give
the answers to the hon, member who has just sat down, In
the first place, there is no undue haste, Application was
originally made on 29th February, 1961 and the matter was
dealt with by the former Cabinet since July, 1961, That
Cabinet went out of office; so then a new application had
been made and it is now considered. Therefore, you can
see that the marter was pending for quite a long time = over
a year = so that there was no undue haste in meeting the
requirements of Messrs, DaCosta and Company Limited,

So far as the hon, senior member for the City is con~
cerned, he wanted to know something about the stevedores.

Mr. MOTTLEY: If the Hon, Minister would give way,
what I wanted to know was this, We are given to understand
that the Port Contractors Limited are the responsible per=
sons for dealing with the Port and they are a separate en~
tity altogether, What we are saying is that Messrs, DaCosta
and Company Limited is asking for this Jease of land so as
to erect a building for their staff and stevedores, If I did
pot know my Barbados, I would not know what this is at all,
This is not something in which Messrs, DaCosta and Com=~
pany Limited wants to put something on for their staff and
stevedores,

Hon, C., E, TALMA: The representatives of certain
interests got intouch with the Governor-in-Executive Com~
mittee and requested office accommodation for their staff
and stevedores within the new Port, Since the Government
is not in a positionto supply such accommeodation whichitis
essential that such interests should have for the functioning
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of their business, it was considered that provision should
be made to rent to them a special portion of land at the Port
on which they can erect a building to their requirements,

The position is that the Government does not have the
necessary accommodation and the application was madeon
behalf of the shipping interests stevedores and steamship
agents, Messrs, DaCosta and Company Limited made the
application and will be constructing the building which will
be erected onanareaof 1,300 square feet, The building will
cost around $24,000 to $30,000 and the payment for the ren~
tal of the land is at two cents a square foot payable in ad~
vance and the period of the lease is ten years with option
of renewal for a further ten years.

4,45 p.m,

The Governmentis tobegiventhe optionto acquire the
building on the appraised value on the termination of the
lease either by non~renewal for ten years or the expiry of
a 20-year period if another lease is not then arranged.

Mr, MOTTLEY: On a point of order, I must confess
that the Hon, Minister does his work properly.I pay tribute
to the way in which he doeshis work; but, up to now, read=
ing what he isnow reading is not an answer to what we want
to know, We are given to understand that Port Contractors
Limited are the people responsible for running this; we
know that Port Contractors Ltd. run the Port and DaCosta
& Co., Lid., have a share in it, The hon, member should
make it clear to us,

Mr, SPEAKER: The question is whether it is Port
Contractors Ltd, or DaCosta & Co,, Ltd, That is the point
on which the hon, senior member for the City is seeking
illumination,

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Ihope that this will satisfy the hon.
member, In truth and in fact Messrs, DaCosta & Co, Ltd,
and the Port Contractors are not actually one and the same
people, although there is a very close relationship between
them, The application has come from Messrs, DaCosta &
Co., Lid,. There is a letter here acknowledging the re-
ceipt of one which was sent with regard to permission for
the erection of a building inthe Port Area, The letter states
that the terms of the lease as set out are agreeable to the
Company, The application has been made by Messrs, Da~
Costa & Co, Ltd,, and it is signed by Mr, Chapman, a
Director, As I have already said, the application has been
made on behalf of the company; that is all the information
which I can offer,

Mr, WALCOTT: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker, 1
should like to say that Port Contractors are only a com=
pany for landing cargo in Barbados, Port Contractors Ltd,
is not a shipping agent; the representatives of shipping
companies have their respective shipping agents, Messrs.
DaCosta & Co, Ltd., Messrs, Gardiner Austin & Co, Ltd.
and so on, will function as shipping agents, Port Contrac~
tors are only a company for landing cargo. Their business
at the Deep Water larbowr is that they are dealing with
buildings where the Government has cargo in them; ships
do not come consigned to Port Contractors,

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, senior member for Christ
Church was speaking,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Ona point of order, Alimited company
capitalised atacertain amountof money must exist, I am
not opposed to the Government leasing land to anybody, but,
at the same time, I cannot see that you can lease land to
Messrs, DaCosta & Co., Ltd, for the purpose of erecting
buildings when Port Contractors Ltd, is a company in law.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, member has made his point
of elucidation,

Mr, MOTTLEY: This is absolutely wrong but, as I say,
1 am not opposed to the Government leasing land to anybody,

Mr, SPEAKER: Let the hon, senior member for Christ
Church resume his speech,
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Hon, C, E, TALMA: As I was saying, iir, Speaker, the
application for the lease of this land was originally made
in the name of Messrs, DaCosta & Co, Ltd, and it was signed
by Mr, Chapman, one of the Directors, as early as 10th
April, 1961, There is a letter showing that all the negotia=
tions were made with Messrs, DaCosta & Co, Ltd, and not
Port Contractors as such, We cannot enter into any lease
with any entity whichhas not yet made application or which,
at no time, has made any application for such lease. Messrs,
DaCosta & Co, Lid, is the only limited liability company
which has made this applicatdon, Whatis before me are the
terms of a Jease between Messrs, DaCosta & Co, Lid, and
the Governor=in-Executive Committee; we are seeking the
approval of the Legislature for the granting of this lease in
the normalway and in accordance withthe terms as set out
in the Addendum to the Resolution,

The question that this Resolution do now pass was

put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE LEASE TO THE
BARBADOS LIGHT AND POWER COMPANY LTD,

Mr, SPEAKER: The nextOrder of the Day also stands ix:
the name of the hon, junior member for St, Michael, the
Minister of Communications, Works, Housing and Tourism:~
To move the passing of the following Resolution:~ Resolution
to approve the lease by the Executive Committee to the
Barbados Light and Power Co, Ltd, of a parcel of land at
the Garrison, St, Michael for the purpose of erecting a sub=
station thereon, This Resolution will also be taken care of
by the Hon, Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries,
4,55 p,m,

Hon, C, E, TALMA:; Mr, Speaker, this Resolution seeks
in accordance with the provisions of the Executive Commit=
tee (Amendment) Act, 1951, the approval by the Legislature
of the lease of aparcelofland of approximately 180 square
feet at the Garrison, St, Michael, near Schmidt Gate, to the
Barbados Light and Power Company Limited, for the pur=-
pose of erecting a sub=-station,

It is proposed to lease the parcelofland at the rate of
$12.00 a year for a period of five years,

Those are the main terms of the lease, and 1 beg to
move that this Resolution do now pass,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: I beg to second that,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Speaker, it is usual in leases of
this kind to produce, for hon, members who do not know
where the place is, a Planfor the benefit of such members,
The Hon, Minister knows that that is the custom, but how=
ever this is a very small area and is aptly described as
Schmidt Gate; so we do not press for the Plan though it is
customary to pass a Plan around this Chamber to show the
area that is to be cut off.

Mr, Speaker, as the law stands, the Governor-in=Execu=
tive Comrmittee is not exempt from the Town and Country
Planning Act, and the law saysthatnoone can sell, lease or
let any property or land in this country, Could the hon,
member tell this House if all the requirements and rami=
fications have been gone through and if they are satisfied
with the type of building, the distance infrom the road and
what not? I am not going topress for the plan although that
is our right, but I am not going to sit here as a member of
this Chamber and have the Town and Country Planning
Officer saying that the Housing Authority candothis or the
Government can do that, but the private citizen cannot do
this, I am going to see that the law is carried out whether
by Government, Housing Authority or any Board atall, That
is what we are here for. Will the hon, member tell us about
the type of building, how it is leased and what not?

Mr, SPEAKER: Before the Hon, Minister replies, there
may be some hon, member who would like to speak on this,
It appears there is no hon, member who wishes to speak
before the Hon, Minister replies,

Hon, C, E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, this matter has been

submitted to the Director of Public Works whohas recom=

]

mended that the lease be granted for a sub=station to be
constructed by the Company. The Town and Country Plan=
ning Officer has also granted the necessary planning per=
mission for the erection of the proposed subestation,

Mr, MOTTLEY: I thank the Hon, Minister.,

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 am afraid the hon, senior member for
Bridgetown cannot speak againeven to express his gratitude,

The question that this Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

THE DISPLACED WORKERS ALLOWANCES
(BRIDGETOWN HARBOUR) (AMENDMENT)
ACT, 1962,

Mr, SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in
the name of the Hon, Leader of the House, the hon, senior
member for St, Philip: To move the second reading of a
Bill 1o amend the Displaced Workers Allowances (Bridge=
town Harbour) Act, 1961,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD:; Mr, Speaker, this is a very
simple matter and therefore it should not occupy much time.
Hon, members will recall that last year there was passed a
Displaced Workers Allowances (Bridgetown Harbour) Act
under the rerms of which certain allowances were paid to
specified categories of workers displaced as a result of
the coming into operation of the Deep Water Harbour, Well
now, this Bill seeks to amend that Act, The amendment,
Sir, proposes to extend the scope of the Act to which I have
referred so as to enable these allowances to be paid not
only to the specified workers..ves.

Mr, SPEAKER: I will ask hon, members, particularly
those who are near the Reporters, to be very, very soft in
their private conversations if they must talk at all, (A
VOICE:; Which Reporters?) I mean the Official Reporters;
those are the only ones I see and know about,

Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD: [ was saying, Sir,thatthe
amendment is really for the purpose of extending the scope
of the Act to which I referred to enable these allowances
to be paid not only to the workers in the categories speci=
fied, but also to their dependants in certain circumstances.
That is all this Bill seeks to do.

I beg 1o move that this Billbe now read a second time.
Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, the Hon, Minister said
that this is a simple matter, butitis not. This is far from
being a simple matter and itisgoing ‘to be one of the big~
gest matters in Barbados if the hon, member does not make
it simple before May Day, The amendment with which the
hon, member is now dealing was placed before the Govern=
ment since 27th August, 1961,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, on a point of
order, when 1said it was a simple Bill in purpose and effect,
I explained what Imeant by that, The original Bill permitted
certain allowances to be paid to certain categories of dis=
placed workers, and all this Bill seeks to do is to allow
these allowances to be paid to the dependants of these dis=
placed workers in special circumstances, ¥ that is not
simple, I do not know what is,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Spzaker, I am going to get hot on
this, but not now, and the hon, member has to get up a lot
more because I have the facts to substantiate what I am
saying,

5,05 p,m.

Since 27th August, 1961, these proposed amendments
were put before the Government and the Hon, Minister says
that he has nothing to do withit, It is true what he said, He
could notbecalled upon to deal with something on 28th
August because he was not in the Government then; but he
can be called upon to deal with something since 6th Decem=
ber last and today is four months since then; therefore,
there can be no excuse for the delay in this matter, Only
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last Friday a displaced worker died and the amendment
which we asked for should be on the Statute Book by now,

This is a simple matter, What is the cause of the delay?
Five months with one Government and four months with
another Government, which means that it has taken them
nine months to consider, Where the Hon, Minister cannot
shed his responsibility is that he gave the assurance o
me = as well as the Hon, Premier = that these displaced
workers would have been paid their money, Since 28th
January there has been placed before the Government the
total number of men: and yet up to today, not one single cent
has been paid to them,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, Iriseon a point
of order. It is perfectly correct to say that the hon, senior
member for St, Peter was given the assurance by the Gov=
ernment that these allowances would be paid to these people,
but it is also perfectly accurate to say that at the same time
the Government was having the utmost difficulty to find
where the money was to come from.

Mr. WALCOTT: The Government gets $4,00 fromevery
ton.

Hon, E, W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker,Iriseon a point of
order, The business of paying lump sums to the displaced
workers was discovered at a very early stage and appre~
ciated by this Government, What the hon, senior member
for St, Peter said was correct, Theonly reason why I have
not disclosed the true state of the colony’s finances is be=
cause I do not want the long, good standing credit of the
island to be hurt, but the last Governmenthas been running
this Island into bankruptcy,

Only this afternoon the Financial Secretary and I dis~
covered that the initial revenue necessary for the salaries
increases which have not spread to the Transport Board but
to the Local Government Councils is running to $5 million.

We camnot print money, As a matter of fact, I will
disclose something, We are now using a financial device
which is unknown to Barbados and that is to increase the
fiduciary issue, I am not saying anything more on that at
this stage, Those who understand what Imean would under=
stand what the situation is.

We would be glad to pay these people who were dis=
placed the balance, The salaries increase for the Police is
going to cost about half milliondollars, In addition to all of
that, the GovernmentSavings Bank owes the T reasury money
which up to now it has not been able to pay back and that
is something which we inherited from the last Government,
The hon, senior member for St, Peter never attacked the
last Government for squandering away the money of this
country.

Mr, SPEAKER: That is not a point of order; that is a
point of explanation,

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, if Idid not attack the last Govern~
ment, the hon, member could not be there in that position.
He had better not talk any nonsense, If I did not attack the
last Government, he may have been outside or where the
hon, senior member for the City is, I have no apologies to
make,

Hon, W, A. CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, Iriseon a point
of order, What the Hon, Premier meant to say is this, There
are five months which continued before the term of office
of the last Government ended and the hon, senior member
for St. Peter did not attack the last Government for detain~
ing this matter for five months,

Mr, WALCOTT: The hon, member can say thatto hon,
members on the other side, During the last five months
that the last Government was in power, they were walking
about the country talking about the displaced money which
they were giving to the displaced workers: so you could not
attack what they said, They had earmarked $1 3/4 million
for these people: so Ihad to attack them on another ground,

What I am dealing with now is this, When the question
arose of making a lump sun available to these people, the
last Government was not in power; so that question does
not arise, I have Minuteshere of a meeting of the Displaced
Workers Board on 27th Febyruary, this year, This is what
1 said at the meeting according to the Minutes: ‘Mr, Walcott
referred to paragraph three and the workers soonto be dis=
placed and said that the fact that these workers did not yet
receive their allowances in full had cost him embarrass=
ment,”® That was as a result of the operation of the Deep
Water Harbour which took place from the 4th January, 1962;
therefore, 1 could not criticise a Government which had
lost an election, Do you want e to criticise the last Gov=
ernment and say to those members that they are the Govern~
ment now ? Do youwant me to talk about a Government which
is dead = a duppy Government? You are telling me that I
must attack a Government which does not exist, i I write
a letter to the Govermment, to which Government have I
written it? Certainly I could not writeitto the Government
which was defeated, You talk about existing Governments,
not past Governments,

The Barbados Workers' Union had recommended that
these workers should be paid in full but up to that date
nothing had been done. ‘‘Mr, Walcott threatened to resign
from the Board if the matter was not resolved earlier,”
Here it is: men are breathing down your neck, You get these
people coming to you, and the Ministers know that too, The
question which has now arisen did not arise as a result of
the discussion with the last Government, The decisionwas
being made by you yourself to pay these people in January
1962 and we said that inasmuch as these people were going
off in different circles, they should be giventhe money in a
Jump sum,

I have enough information at my disposal to know that
the amount of money which is standing to the credit of these
men is less than what is paidtothem already. The amount
of $900,000 has been paid out to the workers; therefore the
amount which is remaining to them is a small portion as
compared to what has been paid out,

We came to the conclusion at first that we should not
pay out this money in a lump sum, I was the one who agreed
1o that to save this country from any embarrassment, The
last Government said that it was going to earmark $1 3/4
million for this purpose and when it came to the question of
paying the workers a lump sum, I was the one who said:
“Are you crazy? Do you know what it would mean to the
economy of this country to take up $1 3 /4 million one morn=
ing and pay it outto those workers?*’ I said that it was bet=
ter to spread the money over a period of time, I was not
afraid of saying it and -it was made an election issue.
5,15 p.m,

You get some peculiar revelations, Imagine that Icould
live four months after an Election tohear the Premier say
that I did not attack the last Government.

Hon, E, W, BARROW: On a point of order. The hon,
member pointed out that he waited for.five months on the
last Government and for four months on this Government.
I told the hon, member thathe never attacked the last Gov=-
ernment on this issue, but as soon as we came into office
we gave authority for the new regulations with regard to the
payment of a lump sum of money. The hon, member should
know that we would give authority to pass money outina
lump sum; and the authority for such regulations would have
to come from the Executive Committee, Asfar as depend=
ants are concerned, the hon, member has only given one
case of somebody who died and his dependants were in
need of this money, I was only pointing out that it was not
our fault that the money was not paid out, but that if his
Board sent a requisition for the money, Icould not print it,
but I would find that money somewhere,

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, Iam not the kind of per=
son who looks for anybody to criticise, 1 had my mind on
anybody, I would say it; whether itisthe last Government,
this Government or a future Government, no matter what
Government it is, I would say what I have to say, The hon,
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membper knows that we had a lot of bogus decisions from
Crown Law Officers which would make a lot of people suffer,
The former Minister came in here with this Bill which the
hon, member is now amending and the Bill gave me to un=-
derstand that there was anamendment in Clause 6 (4) of the
Schedule which reads as follows:=~

“*Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (1) (2)
and (3) of this section, the Board may in their discretion
grant to a displaced worker his allowance infull or in lieu
of such weekly payments,**

That meant that the Board would have the authority to
give a worker all or some of his allowance, We found that
when that was worked out on weekly amounts, a man whom
you hear is getting $1,000, is getting it at the rawe of $6 a
week, Some people were getting $4,18 a week so as to get
$400, A man’s average is divided by 52 and he is only work=
ing for ten weeks; you say thathe must wait 100 weeks but
would you ask any of these people to wait for 100 weeks to
draw this money at $4,18 a week? We decided that a man
who is getting $400 should be given the whole amount, all
at the same time, A mantells youthat a house is being sold
somewhere, and I will say that we have put some of these
people in houses, people who had no shelter, The Crown
Law Officers said that we were breaking the law; the Labour
Commissioner was a Civil Servant and he was afraid of
these Civil Servants, What are you giving aman $6 a week
to do? The uncle of the Assistant General Secretary of the
Barbados Workers® Union died and the parents could not
get one cent, We paid out all the money. The Premier asked
about a man going to England or to the United States of
America and what will happen with the money if the man
died, The Minister said that the lawyers told him that this
Regulation would cover everything (Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD:
Which Minister ?) The Hon, Minister heard me say that when
this original Bill was introduced, the Minister in explaining
this Clause in the Schedule gave ushisexplanation and now
this Minister has all these papersfromthe Auditor General,
I heard an hon, member talk abowt people carrying away
money and these Civil Servants should look for the people
who are carrying away the money; but whenever you are
helping working=-class people sormebody gets vexed. Wehave
given people money to buy houses, Somebody owed Mr,
Tudor the sum of $400 and we said: ‘‘Bring the bills and
we will pay the money*', We paid that money and the indi=
vidual had more money to spend, The man said: *‘Skipper,
that is all right, I can trust again'’, We did that so as to
help the economy of this country, Some people borrow money
and they will tell you: *‘Skipper, I cannot pass that man’s
house tomorrow: lend me some money*’,

I want the hon, member to bear inmind that there were
issues which were looming high during the period of the
Election and the Hon, Premier should know that this was
one of the issues which were looming very high, It had its
reflections on the Barbados Workers® Union and the Party
felt that this was something which would be used as a steer,
5.25 p.m,

I want the hon, member to remember that I raised this
particular issue of paying the dependants nine months ago,
because it was submitted to the Ministry as far back as
27th August, 1961, and thatiswhy I said that this issue is
nine months old, 1 say that because the uncle of Mr, Greene,
the Assistant GeneralSecretary of the Union, died in March,
1961, and his relativeshave not received a cent, Fortunate-
ly for them, they got displacement money so far as the
produce porters are concerned,

Mr, Speaker, the Hon, Premier talked about printing
money, but T will tell him that whether or not he prints
money, if a man is starving and cannot get money, you can=
not tell him about printing money, We passed a law in here
to collect $1.40 from the sugar industry, and you should
collect that money and hold it in trust, We Jevy money on
150,000 tons of sugar from the sugar industry every year,
and that money should be called in, If the last Government
did not take in the money, you cannot blame the Union for
these things; but I am only dealing,....

Hon, E, W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, on a point of order,
as this is the second reading of the Bill, I may not have an

opportunity to deal with all these points, but I would like
to informthe hon, member that the last Government from
1956 had declined to collect the money from the Sugar Pro=
ducers’ Association, and I have given instructions that that
dollar per ton must be collected forthwith,

Mr, WALCOTT: The amount must be about $500,000,

Hon, E. W, BARROW: The levy whichthe hon, member
is talking about was not collected; I do not see any reason
why it should not have been collected, and it should be in the
vicinity perhaps now of $3/4 million, IThavegiven instruc-
tions for it to be collected; the hon. member knows that 1
have dealr with all these points, but I am aware that he is
being besieged daily by the displaced workers for their
money, I have explained the position to the hon, member.

Mr, WALCOTT: I went toa funeralthe other day when
a man died, and Lwas nearly buried too. There were nearly
two funerals, the man’s and mine. He was one of the dis-
placed men, but fortunately he was the bestof them because
he was a quiet, calm sort of person. Moreover I want to
point out to the Premier that the Government of Barbados
collects $4 per ton of sugar sent throughthe bulk installa~
tion, During the election it was stated in Queens Park by a
member of the last Government = and the men would feel
it is true = that this money was like something you had in
a paper bag in a corner put down, He gave the impression
that they had this $1 3/4 million for the displaced workers.
When the Prime Minister came to open the Deep Water Har~
bour, he said that this $1 3/4 million was there for those
who would be displaced, and the workers are now asking
where the money has gone.

The Hon, Premier says thatheisina difficult position
and does not want from the point of view of confidence in the
Island to portray to the outside world that Barbados is so
empty of money that we are really running on a bare thread;
but the hon, member must also bear in mind that charity
begins at home, and one of the biggest things in your deve=
lopment is for those people who live within the territory to
have that feeling, because when the news begins to percolate
among the workers that the Government does nothave money
1o pay them, when they start to work, they are working with
the ideathattheydonotknow if they are going to get paid
tomorrow and therefore would not go too fast, That lowers
productivity and the general morale of the whole community,
because people begin to have an uneasy feeling about the
future, I hope that the Hon, Minister will not believe that the
criticism which I have made stems from any feeling of
malice; it is a criticism that stemSaseeees

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, on a point of
order, I am sorry to interrupt the hon, member, but the
staternent he made just now deserves to be corrected at
this stage. Now the hon, member has given any Government
employee the impression that the salary he has worked for
is indoubt, As a matter of fact, we came here with the
beginning of the financial year, and allocated a certain
amount of money for the services of the Government until
30th June with the understanding that after 30th June, we
would come back with a budget for the remainder of the
financial year, In other words, salaries or earnings of Gov=~
ernment employees are safe; so this is anentirely different
matter,

The hon, member knows, as he himself has said it, that
in the beginning, the idea was to pay these allowances week=
ly., Now we are asking for them in a lump sum instead of
spreading them over one hundred weeks, It is an entirely
different affair,

Mr, WALCOTT: I said that, Mr.Speaker, and I repeated
the amount of money that has already beenexpended is over
$900,000, I pointed out to the hon, member what originated
the idea of lump sum payments, because there were men
going off on 4th January who had been there and it was
agreed to get these men relieved and to assist everybody
in the smooth running by granting them their lump sum
payments so that you would not have another problem, be~
cause these were only 100 men, The problem of paying 100
men would not present the same difficulty as the problem
of paying 1,000 men, I would like the hon. member to under~




stand, Mr, Speaker, that 1,400 people were displaced, Soin.
of them got benefits, and there are some <00 people who
were not eligibie because they did not have in enough time.

Mr, Speaker, I am sorrythat the hon, senior member
for the Ciry isnothere, because there are going to be thou~
sands of people who will be unemployed, and whether or
not youpay them = they are going to be mostly in the parish
of St, Michael = one has tothink of what is going to happen
to the children, They have to be fed and you cannot find
1,000 jobs in Barbados easily, The hon, member must bear
in mind that the request that was made for the payment of
lump sums to those who went off in January and further to
pay those who were remaining, was made after the major
portion of the money had already beenexpended, It is not to
say that you were going to payout $1 3/4 million; we were
asking for something in the vicinity of $200,000, and I am
sure the figures have been submitted to the Mister, We
asked the Chairman to submit to the Minister what would
be required and this was done, For example, at 31st Decem=
ber, 1961, the amount expended was $920,684,

5.35 pelll,

These were the allowances paid to 908 workers, We
asked that all that information should be submitte? to the
Ministers, I have, Mr, Speaker, the statement which I have
made about the amount and that statement was made on 24th
April, After Ihad these assurances, I transmitted them to
the workers, What do you expect fromme when I come into
the House of Assembly after I got those assurances from
the Prime Minister and the Minister concerned that they are
prepared to do this? Doyouthink Iam dealing with Univer=
sity professors when I am dealing with workers? What kind
of language do they use? They do not say that I am speaking
inexactitudes; they tell me that I am a liar: I am trying to
fool them,

What I would like to suggest is this, The Hon, Premier
knows that there is alevy laid on sugar which is at the rate
of $4.00 a ton, The Port also imposes a levy on goods being
. landed, I amn not suggesting any method by which you should
make this payment but there are avenues wiichhave direct
bearing on this issue by which payment can be made until
such time as money from the GeneralRevenue can be col=
lected, As I have said, there is a sugar levy of $4.00 a ton
and vou have a levy of $4,00 and $6,00 per ton on goods
landed at the Port, That levy has come as a result of the
displacement of these men because prior to that, the Gov-
ernment was not imposing any levy for the landing of cargo.

I feel that the assurance which was given for the men
to be paid the balance of their money in a lump sum is in=
escapable at this time and there is no point in your saying
that I made anearlier decision that it should be spread over
a period of time, I make no apology for saying that at that
time because we spread the load from July last year until
now: but there are cases in which people are getting $10,00
and $6,00 a week and that kind of money is only creating
drunkards of those people. When you pay a man that kind
of money, it only puts him in a worse position than he was
before.

1 hope the Hon, Minister would accept what I have said,
The Hon, Minister lives in the rarified atmosphere of the
Government Headquarters at Bay Street, but my office is
in the heart of Bridgetown., If the workers went into the
market and had even forgotten about this thing, when they
pass back, they would see me in my office and they would
say to themselves: ‘‘let me step in and see Mr, Walcott
about this thing,"’

This amendment is what the Board asked for and it
would give the relief to the people concerned; but at the
same time Ipicked this opportunity to tell the Hon, Minister
about this question of payment, We, the workers, celebrate
May Day in a big way and I cannot see if the workers can
have some of their money to celebrate on things which are
unconnected with their movement, why they cannot stimulate
a greater spending on things in their own setting, 1 hope the
Hon, Minister and the Hon. Premier would accept this in
the right spirit and will not tell me, why I did not criticise
the last Government, as if there was some collusion between
the last Government and myself,
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Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, I would like to
begin first of all by disillusioning the hon, senior member
for St, Peter, He said that the Government Headquarters
is in a more rarified atmosphere thanhis office, The Min=
isterial Building is only half mile from the City and none
of these displaced workers are decrepit, He should have
been there when they invaded us en masse, They breathed
down my neck, the Hon, Premier’s neck and almost all the
other people's necks, We had them up there as if it was the
Pope Hemnessy riots and when they said that they were
going’ 1o ¥eave us and go and pop the hon, member's neck,
I told them not to do it, (Laughter)

The hon, imember knows exactly what hashappened, It
was originally decided to give these people who were dis=
placed a lump sum payment and the able-bodied men would
get weekly allowances, Then, men were going out in January,
and in the meantime the Board washaving so much trouble
with the displaced workers saying that they wanted all their
money at one time, that out of sheer desperation the mem=
bers said, “‘Give the fellows all their money at one time'’.
Some of thern have been given $700 and in some cases $1,600
or $1,800, They were not given all this money at one time
because as hon. members know, these people would have
nothing of that amount left; therefore, they had to graduate
these payments over a period of weeks, When legislation
was decided 1o give the 123 whenthey came out of employ=
ment their full allowances, it was felt quite justifiably that
those who were getting weekly payments should also be paid
the balance of their allowances in full, It was felt, quite
justifiably, that if you pay to the men who came out last
their allowances in full, you were discriminating when you
continued topay to those who came out first their allowances
by the week, In order to save the headache, the Board de-
cided to submit to the Government that you should pay the
balance of the money owing to those who came out first in
full at one time as those who came out last were being paid
at one time,

The amount is over $1 1/2 million and it is not an easy
matter for the Government to find all this money one time.
The hon, senior member for St, Peter said that at the meet=
ing of the Board on 27th January, he suggested lump sum
payments, I can tell himm now that on 2nd February, even
before the Board’s recommendations came to the Govern=
ment, the Government met and decided, from the informa=
tion it had, to do what the Board subsequently asked them
to do,

D045 Pollls

On February 2 the Cabinet decided, from the information
which ithad, to do what the Board subsequently asked it to do,
Five days after the Board decided what it would do, the
Cabinet met and decided this matter. (isides) The hon,
member says, and the public should judge, that this whole
matter was very ill=considered, When the Deep Water Har-
bour came into operation the workers who had been em=
ployed and who were incapacitated should have been given
a lump sum payment or a weekly payment, if they wanted
it, but the Government of the day had no right to expend
nearly half a million dollars by way of a free gift to able=
bodied men, The Government should not have done that be-
cause in a few months’ time the money would all have been
gone and these people would still have no employment, The
money should have been invested in a way in which employ=
ment would be provided in the years to come,

The hon, member says that these people are down in
his neck now, but after that, they would have been down in
our neck if they had no hope of allowances and no jobs to
which to go, We know the headaches which the hon. member
has and we know that, in many instances, these people are
inclined to be unruly, Mr, WALCOTT: And unreasonable).
Nobody knows better than the hon, member whether they
are unreasonable or not, and we do not propose to put either
the hon, member or any other member of the Board in a
position in which he is subjected toharshtreatment or un=
kind words through no fault of his own, We should have been
glad to have this matter settled long ago; we ourselves have
been faced with this matter and we have had to go through
with it, We have had justas muchtrouble, worry, persecu=
tion and breathing down our necks asthehon, member has
had, They have gone so far as to invade the Government
Headquarters and we have informed themiee..

e
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Mr, SPEAKER: Did the hon, member say that those
persons invaded the Government Headquarters?

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Without arms, The hon, mem=
ber has made his position quite clear, He has absolved him=
self from culpability in this matter, but we feel that we have
to make our own position quite clear and leave the position
beyond any shadow of doubt, As far as we are concerned, we
have paid proper attention atevery stage and at all levels
to this matter:and if the Board’s decisions have not been
implemented before, it is merely because circumstances
over which wehave had no controlhave operated against the
implementation of those decisions,

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affi mative without
division,

Hon, W, A. CRAWFORD:; Mr, Speaker, I beg 1o move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go
into Committee on this Bill,

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question uns put and resolvedin the affirative

without division,

Mr, SPEAKER left the Chair, md the House went
into Committee on the Bill, Mr, BATSON being in the
Chair,

Clause ] was called and pussed,
Clause 2 was called as follows:—

*The long title to the Displaced Workers Allowances
(Bridgetown Harbour) Act, 1961, which Act is hereinafter
referred to as the principal Act, is amended by inserting
the words ‘‘and to their dependants in cases where such
workers are ' between the ‘‘workers*® andthe word ‘‘dis=
placed®’,

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, in connection
with this Clause, there is a word which should be inserted in
the penultimate line after the word *%the’’, The word ‘‘word**
should be inserted after the word ‘‘the”,lam asking leave
to make that amendment,

There being no objection, leave uas granted the

Hon, Minister to make amendment,

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Inow begtomove that Clause
2 as amended stand part of the Bill,

Hon, C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Chairman, I think that I should
take this opportunity to thank the Hon, Minister for his reply
to my statement, Imust say that we all have to expectthese
things after an Election, Unfortunately, these issues come
up at Election time and when one side makes its position
clear as to where it stands, youhave to abide by it, This is
not an issve in which the hon, member's Party said that
they would alter it; this is one of the decisions which we
accepted and the hon, member would know, as a politician,
that, in relation to workers, if youput forward a plan which
is cut and dried and where severance pay is accepted as a
regular function = he would know what the net result would
be if he said: *‘Iam notpaying you any money*’. That would
mean a lot in respect of the able=bodied people because the
feeble and incapacitated do not affect the Election results
since they do not go to the polls, I do not think that we who
are able to make a contribution in a big way should be dif=-
ferent from anybody else, I cannot saythat1have an alter=
native plan to find work for allof these people today rather
than give them severance pay, and I regret that this was
the only means of satisfying a large number of people,

1 cannot make Government do what they do not want to
do; I could not make the other Government do what it did
not want to do and I cannot make this Government do what
it does not want to do, We have to accept the decisions of
Government and abide by them unless we want to have
anarchy,

———

o ———

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, before youput
the question I should like to say this: I think that the hon,
senior member for St, Peter would recall that this Party,
before the Election and during the time when this matter was
before the House, strenuously criticised the proposal to
disburse these funds in this way,

5.55 p.m,

The hon, senior member for Christ Church, I recall,
gave certain proposals at the time for investing the money
to find employment for some of these people and rehabili=
tating them, and some of us at the time not only supported
the proposals but said at that particular time that we did
not feel ourselves obligated to tell the Government what to
do, but would make it a campaignissue; so that my remarks
today were similar to what I used onthe occasion when the
Bill was before the House and which almost all the members
of our Party supported, We said we would not pick up in
those circumstances sums of money to put them in the
hands of able=-bodied men who would be looking for work
later on, and we are in a position to say that the money
could have been invested and spent in such a manner as to
provide continuous employment for large numbers of those
people, if not all, The hon. member himself, I am sure,
if he were in authority at the time, would not have com-
mitted the Government in whichhe had a part to an expend=
iture of this sort in this manner,

The question that Clause 2 as anended stand part,

was put and resolved in the affimative without division,

Clauses 3, 4and 5 were called and passed,

On the motion of Hon, W, 4. CRAWFORD, seconded
by Hon. . E. TALMA, Mr, CHAIRMAN reported the
passing of one Bill in (pbmmittee, and Mr, SPEAKER

resumed the (hair and reported accordingly,

On the separate motions of Hon, W, 4, CRAWFORD,
seconded in each case by Hon, C. E, TALMA4, the Bill

was read a third time and passed,

THE BANK HOLIDAYS (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1962

Mr. SPEAKER: The fourth and final Order of the Day
also stands in the name of the Hon, Leader of the House,
the hon, senior member for St, Philip: To move the second
reading of a Bill further to amend the Bank Holidays Act,
1905,

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD:; Mr, Speaker, the Bank Holi=
days Act, 1905 sets out the position with regard to the posi=
tion of business places not on such occasions as are legal
holidays, It is felt now, Sir, that provision should be made
to give the Governor-in-Exgcutive Committee the power
whereby places of business as defined in Section 2 of the
old Act shall cease to be under the operation of the Act
either generally or for such special or limited purpose or
time and subject to such terms and conditions as may appear
expedient to the Governor=in-Executive Committee, In
other words, Sir, although the Act lays downthe occasions
which shall be regarded as public holidays and how these
holidays should be observed, this amendment seekstogive
the Governor=-in-Executive Committee power to makepro=
vision for exempting business places from having to observe
the provisions of the Actin suchtimes and on the occasions
when the Governor=-in-Executive Committee deems fit, It
is merely a questicn of prohibiting the necessity for having
an amendment to the Act each and every time when the
Government may feel that business places should be allowed
to remain open for special reasons on a Bank Holiday,

I may say, Sir, that the main reasongiving rise to the
Government seeking such powers for itself ismerelyto be
able legally to permit business places to be opened under
special conditions on the occasions when tourist ships come
to the country, It is feltthatinthe interest of the country’s
economy a considerable portion of money which tourist
passengers would leave here should not be allowed to slip
away, and we should not miss an opportunity to get this money
because it percolates at alllevels of economic strata in the
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country, It has happened on more than one occasion in re=-
cent months that large cruise ships with numbers of pas=
sengers have come to the country, and because the day is
legally a Bank Holiday and business places are completely
closed, appreciable sums of money which these passengers
wotlld leave in the country are denied the Island,

6,05 pym.

Under the provisions of this amendment, the Governor=
in=Executive Committee would have the power, incase this
occurs or for any special reason, to say to business places:
‘Well, you can remain open'’.

On the last occasion when this was done, the Govern=
ment made it plain that in so far as the clerks in these
stores were concerned, they should be under no compulsion
to work, If they wanted to work, they would work voluntarily
and they would be rewarded appropriately with overtime
rates of pay for their labour on the particular day,

1 beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time,
Hon, C, E, TALMA: 1 beg to second that,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, the Hon, Minizwer of
Trade spoke like a Minister of Trade and not a Minister
of Labour, and I am going to recommend strongly in Bar=
bados you must divide the two portfolios because they are
coming into conflict with each other, The Hon, Minister is
talking like a Minister of Trade in 1905 when the Bank
Holiday Act was put on the Statute Book and not like a
Socialist Minister of Trade in 1962, Where did the Hon,
Minister get his authority from in 1962 to do this when
the large majority of workers inthis country are organised?
Sir, you are not dealing with any disorganised section of
workers. What information had you to guide youin bringing
down this Bill? Did you canvass the workers themselves
and the Trade Unionmovement to know whether this attitude
which you are adopting is agreeable to the feelings of the
people who have to work on these days?

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Sir, Irise on a point of order,
I distinctly said that they have not got to work, In other
words, if the staff say that they are not working, the store
would not open, I said it was apurely voluntary gesture and
if they worked, they should be appropriately rewarded,

Mr, WALCOTT: Sir, I do not believe the Hon, Minister
ever worked for anybody in Bridgetown, Iworked in Bridge~
town as a clerk; so I know something of what I am saying,
That is one of the biggest jokes whichhas even come from
a human tongue, These clerks are some of the most ex=
ploited workers in Barbados and they are only working for
a new ‘‘nay=-nay'’ coppers. (A VOICE: Youarewrong.) Let
me tell you that every store inSwanStreet is going to open
as a result of this amendment and you cannot stop them
from opening,

If I may show youhow these people exploit these work-
ers, when a tourist boat comes in on a Saturday, some of
these stores which close on Saturday for half-holiday put
an advertisement in the newspaper and say that they will be
closing on Thursday and opening onthe Saturday to accom=
modate the tourists, Now, these stores do not have any
tourist goods to offer tourists: but because the Act says
that they have to close their stores on Saturdays for half-
holiday and give their half=holiday on Thursdays, because
they want to open onSaturday, youwill see a big advertise=
ment in the newspaper signifying thai they are going to open
on Saturday and close on Thursday inorder to accommodate
these tourists, You have Bashart Ali’s store situated in
Swan Street where tourists donotevenpassto take a photo=
graph: but the owner of that store is saying that he is open=
ing on the Saturday so as to accommodate the tourists,
These people are not opening for the purpose of catching
any tourist trade, but they are glad for the opportunity to
open on a Saturday so as to cater to the people from the
country districts,

What I would like the Hon, Minister tobear in mind is
this, A matter as fundamental as thisisone on which I think
you should canvass the differemnt opinions of the public and in

order to do so now you should send this Bill to a Select
Committee. As Ihave said earlier, the working class people
must begin to exercise their thinking and demonstrate their
views. A Bank=Holiday is a day given to the working class
people to get a day off from work, What the Hon, Minister
must avoid is giving the impression that thisidea of giving
a holiday is becoming too prevalent nowadays. Even the
national newspaper in this Island in order to play up that
the number of bank=holidays which we have in this Island
is too many, had the bank=holidays wrong, It had the 24th
May as a bank~holiday, Can youimagine that mistake com=
ing from the national newspaper of this Island? And they
had the temerity to put itonthe frontpage in asort of a way
to play it up to the people.

1 am getting a little afraid that Barbados society is
gerting a little too sophisticated for me, Sir, you want to
stop funeral processions now. Because the people were not
accustomed to any motor car and they are getting in motor
cars now, that appears too much for youto see and you say
that you should not have any funeral processions, Those
people who rent motor cars wanttodrive the living life out
of it, They wantto get the longest ride for their money. You
want to shorten that now, You want to spoil that now, What
else do you want to take away from the people? You are
telling us today that on those bank~holidays which tourists
come here, you should work,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, Lriseon a point
of order. The hon, member has saidina general way, as I
understand him, that there is a projected suggestionof stop=
ping people from partaking in funeral processions, I want
to get it from him clearly.

Mr, WALCOTT: 1 said that there is a suggestion when
it comes to funeral processions that they should cease,

Mr, SPEAKER: Is the hon, member referringtoa sug=
gestion mooted by a high ranking set of people in that busi=
ness?

Mr, WALCOTT: The whole tendency of that suggestion
is that too many people are going to funerals and funeral
processions are getting too large, They are saying that when
these funeral processions pass along Baxters Road, they
block the road.

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, I rise again on
a point of order, What I am trying to get clear is whether
these suggestions occurred in any of the manifestos of the
Opposition Parties,

Mr, WALCOTT: Sir, I did not see anything of this
amendment to the Bank Holiday Act in anybody’s manifesto.

Mr, SPEAKER: Did the Independents have a manifesto?

Mr., WALCOTT: I did not see it inthe manifesto of the
Independents either, if any of them had any, Of course, the
Independents would not have put it in their manifesto because
they donotwant to departfromthe indigenous habits of the
people; they would want to nourish the good ones,

6,15 perm,

This Bank Holiday Amendment Bill would be all right
if you were dealing with trade and if the hon, member was
not in a Government like that in which he is, The hon. mem-
ber is in a Government which is made up by clerks and
working=class people, Inthe City of Bridgetown today mem=
bers hold seats, and Idonot know,if any of the members or
if the hon, senior member for the City were here = I would
like to know if they had a mandate from the people to the
effect that they regard working on a Bank Holiday as some=-
thing which the clerks and the workers are suggesting be=
cause a tourist boat happens to come in, We are not serfs
and the next thing we willhear is that we will have to dance
up and give these people fun, They will say that there is not
enough fun, and therefore let us get these people to perform
these exotic dances inorder 1o satisfy their idiosyncrasies,
They have a schedule for Bank Holidays and why do they not
have more Bank Holidays in some other places too? K these
people went to Trinidad on Corpus Christi Day, that would
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not be any Bank Holiday, We have to preserve these age=old
customs, As to this tourist business, I have something to
say about that; however, I hope the Hon, Minister will ex=
amine the position and see the amounts of money which have
been spent, I want to know if the expenditure of this money
is justified in the erection of these hotels and if we are
getting adequate returns for these expensive hotels which
have beenerected, We want to see a different spirit exhibit=
ed in those who have to be the salt of the earth,

I donot consider thatitis necessaryto amend the Bank
Holidays Act in order to allow a trader in Bridgetown to
open his store when a tourist boat is coming in, My first
beginning in public life was to challenge the then Attorney
General of this Island, Mr, E. K, Walcott, I was working in
a store and he made a statement saying that there was
nothing to prevent people from looking into the employers’
books, If the manager of a store says that he is going to
open his store and he tells his staff: *‘I am going to open
my store and I want your co=operationtoday”’, the one who
says that he is not giving that co~operation has to look for
a job next week.

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: That is not true.
Mr, WALCOTT: Well, the hon, member had a dream.

Hon, W, A. CRAWFORD: On a point of order, I said
that what the hon, member says isnottrue because I know
of specific instances of clerks in Bridgetown who did not go
out to work on suchdays and there was nothing done against
such persons,

Mr, WALCOTT: The fact that this matter has been
brought to the attention of the Hon, Minister shows that
attention has been brought to the employee's refusal, If the
clerks bring the matter to the attention of the Minister,
they do that because they wanthimto step in and they want
to use him as a Trade Unionist and not as a Minister, I am
saying that there is no justification for this amendment,
The tourists today come between the 15th December and the
15th April, ¥ atouristboatcomesinon Christmas Day, are
you telling somebody that he must open his store on that
day? When you go to New York, can you tell a Jew to open
his store on Yom, Kippur day? He would tell you ‘No; you
cannot get anything here today"’,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: On a pointof order, The hon,
member is being facetious now, Christmas Day is not a
Bank Holiday and in the amendment, the Government would
not permit a store to be opened on Christmas Day, because
that day is not a Bank Holiday,

Mr, WALCOTT: Myargument has always heen that
Chiistmas Day is Christmas Day, If Christmas Day falls
on a Monday, thatday is not a Monday; it is Christmas Day,
In that week you will nothave a Monday, These people are
asking the Government to help them when a tourist ship
comes here; but why should the Act be changed because one
section of the community has asked that that should be done
and nothing has been done to give the other sections of the
community the opportunity of expressing their view? If it
were a matter affecting the Trade Union specifically in
which you came up against the Trade Union as such, you
could not pass this amendment, This is what the clerks
are getting for not being organized, If they were organised,
the Government could not have a bill like this passed without
their consultation, We do not consider thatitis fair to pass
an amendment like this in which you are giving an advantage
to an employer, because the overtime rates are negligible,
A worker is being paid $12 a week and you give him $1,00
or $1,50 for working on thatday, Iam saying that that does
not compensate that worker for the time during which he is
working, I the owners of these stores want to get this
tourist trade, well, let them and their families come down
and serve people in the stores, This is a matter as if you
have self-employed people, In Geneva and in Europe you find
this sort of thing but you do not find any big departmental
store being opened | This is alldone where you find that peo=
ple are in need of help or in the case where a man gets
wounded and he wants to help himself,

6.25 p.m,
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Why should we pass this to accommodate the tourist
trade? The hotels are open or theycango to the beach, We
have nice beaches where they cango aid bathe; or they can
go and buy some rum punch or dance at a hotel, If the stores
in Bridgetown are closed, Mr, Speaker, on Bank Holidays,
let the hotels organise their business to cater for tourists,
At the Aquatic Club there is a place where they can buy
goods, and they can also buy things from the Hotel Royal,
or at the Airport; so let them go to these places and shop
for what they want, How many tourists do you think are
coming here to buyhalf a yard of calico or a pair of shoes?
What is the type of goods that tourists buy? A tourist may
forget his handkerchief and would go in a store and buy one,

Mr, Speaker, 1 would like to make an assessment of
the quantity of goods which tourists buy. All the goods which
tourists buy can be bought from Rosie and Bantarn who sell
hats or conch shells on the Pier Head, Nobody is going to
stop them from selling conch shells and curios, but we
must open Broad Street and Swan Street because certain
people tell you that you must open, What discrimination
are yougoing to make? Will youtellMessrs, Cave Shepherd
that they can open and tell Mr, Surti in Swan Street that he
cannot open? Will you allow other jewelry stores to open
and tell Holder Bros, that they cannot open?

Mr, Speaker, I feel this is a measure which has been
pressed, and I feelthat wherever youhave these pressures,
the Government should undertake to have a broad canvass
of opinion, The Government has noparticular Department.
I am glad to see that the hon, senior member for the City
has come back in, and he has come in changed too.

Mr, SPEAKER: He is stillthe Leader of Her Majesty’s
‘bmsidon-

Mr, WALCOTT: I am very glad to see him back here
apart from his being the Leader of Her Majesty®s Opposi=
tion in Barbados, because I know he represents the City of
Bridgetown, and when it comes to Bank Holiday business,
he has more to talk aboutitthanI have, The workers in the
City voted for him; the people in the City did not vote for
me, because I am all the way out in St, Peter; but I want
to make it clear thatheisoneof the representatives in this
House for St, Michael, along with the hon, junior member
for the City, the hon, senior member for St, Michael and
the hon, junior member for St, Michael, the Minister of
Commumnications, Works, Housing and Tourism, who are
not here, Those four members would have to know from
their constituents if this is something that they have a man=
date 10 do. Those are the four members who would be able
to speak, because so far as I am concerned, this does not
affect me, but it is their constituents that are affected,
These should be the members to say that representation
has been made to them and thatthe clerks in town feel that
they can work on Bank Holidays. How much are you going
to pay them?

The hon, senior member for the City was not here, and
I will repeat for his benefit that when tourist boats come,,
the tourists can go to Paradise Beach Club or Sandy Lane
and bathe, If they want to buy things, there are stores down
there, and they can also get their hair done; so they can get
what they want, I cannot see the necessity for these stores
opening, and it is only encouraging some store owners who
want to open. Soon after we have given them the opportunity
of opening on Bank Holidays, they will come and ask for
Sundays, and next they will ask youtogive them Christmas
Day, Let the cruise shipsdivertthemselves toother places
and come to Barbados on the days when we are open,

Mr., Speaker, I do not feel it is fair to this community
with our age old customs to havethis, and I would say that
before a measure like this is passed, the opinions of the
people should be canvassed, and this should go to a Select
Committee in order that these people should be able to say
something. The Minister said that people cannot fire them,
Do not tell me that nobody can fire them, I am a Trade
Unionist and I know the stores around Bridgetown, and 1
want to say from the floor of this House that an employer
does not have to give a reason for dismissing a person, How
long since does an employer have togive a reason? Some=
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times when he gives you a reason, youget into trouble, All
an employer has to say is “O.K, brother, I think the days
have come; this is the end of the rope'®, and he shakes hands
and says goodbye, There are enough lawyers in here, and
they know that an employer does not have tc give a reason
for dismissing anybody, They can easily say that they are
sorry they cannot employ a person any longer.

1 started life as a clerk in Bridgetown, Mr, Speaker,
and I would have to defend the clerks, though they might not
feel 1 am defending them; and if there is going to be a lone
voice in here sticking out for them, I have to stick out for
them in the measure because Isee no justification whatso=
ever for passing this Bill, If the Hon, Minister wants to test
it, let him carry this to Select Committee, and I am sure
that from the opinions which he willget from the clerks in
town and from people who are given an opportunity to ex=
press their views, the answer will be *‘no”,

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr, Speaker, my colleague has been
rather lIong on this as I would have expected, but while at
the same time Imay be able to appreciate in some measure
the reasons why Government has agreed to bring down such
an amendment, because Ibelieve thatit has been impressed
upon them that such an amendment would in some wav make
things easier for the accommodation of tourists, and that
coming, I believe, as a suggestion from the mercantile
community, any Government woull feel that if the tourist
industry is to be encouraged, such anamendment might be
of some benefit to the Island, As lhave heard my colleague
say, and as I see in the Objects and Reasons of the Bill, I
have no reasonto believe that the workers' view points have
been put to the Governmen:,

Mr, Speaker, I see nowhere in the Objects and Reasons
that any workers*delegation or representative body has been
consulted before this amendment has come down to us, Like
my colleague, I am very interested that the interests of any
-section of working class people should be defended, I agree
with my colleague and Iam totally indisagreement with the
Minister, because I do notthink that the Minister is serious
when he wants to make us believe that clerks might not be
penalised, It is so easy tohappen, and what is worse, there
are very few of these clerks organised as workers in Broad
Street and Bridgetown, The percentage is extremely low,
They are the most defenceless workers to be found any=
where in Barbados, as far as their interests being repre=-
sented are concerned as against their employers,

I see nothing whatever in any section that presupposes
that if a worker refuses to work when called upon to do so
on these particular occasions, that worker may not be faced
with dismissal, and Ihave every reason to believe that these
gentlemen would not want it to be said about them that they
are not going to defend the interests of workers who are
involved if this amendment is passed here today,

6.35 p.iTie

There is something which rather perplexes me and it is
the wording of this section which is to be amended. 1 will
read it, It is found in Clause 2, paragraph (b) which says:=

by adding immediately after subsection (4) the follow=
ing new subsection numbered (5):~

‘¢ (5) Notwithstanding any of the provisions of this sec~
tion, the Governor=in=Executive Committee may, whenever
it shall appear to be expedient, declare by notice or other
publication, in such manner and in such form as the Gov-
ernor=~in=Executive Committee may think fit, that any place
of business shall cease to be under the operation of this
Act either generally or for such special or limited pur=
pose or time and subject to such terms and conditions as
may appear expedient, and thereupon this Act shall cease
to operate upon such place of business,”

To begin, this Act refers to any specified place of
business. In other words, one single business firmmay be
bounded, That does not seem to me so nice, 1 cannot con=
ceive of any business in Bridgetown which should have this
special privilege on any one particular occasion,

Again I see higher up inthe Section: ‘‘and in such form
as the Governor-in=Executive Committee may think fit that
any place of business shall ceasetobe under the operation
of this Act either generally or for such special or limited
purpose or time.' I would like to know what that means,
Does it mean that the whole business may, not a part? I
think it might mean that, Ido notknow what it is construed
10 meall.

Although I am in general agreement with anypractice
that might mean that the tourist industry will benefit direct~
1y and indirectly the whole island, yetlwill never give my
assemt to any body of legislation like this which involves
workers and which makes no provisions for those workers
in case they are threatened with dismissal, The few addi-
tional pennies which go for overtime to people who are not
covered by protective legislation in agreement with trade
union rules are not sufficient to induce those workers to
forego a day’s rest or pleasure like that which a bank=holi-
day gives.,

I have been reading in one of the newspapers by some=
body who was boosting this piece of legislation an article
setting out the number of bank-holidays which we have in
Barbados, But it must be borne in mind that we have got
so many bank=holidays for reason of diversionfromwork,
The people were so poorly paid that you had to give them
these days off to rest. The clerks who work in Broad Street,
even Swan Street and Roebuck Street during the busy tines
of the year,lamperfectly sure, canappreciate these bank=
holidays which they get during the year and I am very doubt-
ful that if a particular business firm in the City wanted
these workers to turn out on a bank=holiday to serve tour=
ists and the great majority agreed to turn out and one or
two disagreed to turn out, these few would not be victi=
mised. I am sure that if there was anything relating to any
of these workers = let us say that any of these was put in
the bad books of the employer=that it would be found possi=
ble that advantage would be taken of such workers because
they did not run out to workonthe bank=holiday. A worker
is not necessarily dismissed for an immediate fault, [
speak as an experienced trade unionist having been in the
business for more than thirteen years, For the benefit of
hon., members of the Cabinet, who might not know the de-
tails, very often, an employee is markedout for dismissal
a long time before he or she isdismissed and just a little
thing happens, and that is found to be an immediate fault
and that worker finds himself or herself wanting a job.

The inclusion of this bit of legislation without making
proper provision to safeguard the interest of the worker
may give another opportunity to certain employers for
dismissing workers, A worker may be deemed tobe rude,
His employer has not got agood chance at him and he tells
his workers to turn out next Monday which is a Bank=holi=
day, One worker who may not beinthe best books with the
employer fails to turn out and that worker is dismissed,

Sir, 1 counsel hon, members to agree to the post=
ponement of this Bill or referring it to Select Committee
before we hastily pass this bitof legislation because there
is absolutely nothing in it, good as may be the intention of
the Government, which appears to be in the interest of
the workers involved, I am giving that observation and I
would like the hon, introducer of the Bill to explain to me
these words: “‘either generally or for such special or
limited purpose or time and subjectto suchterms and con=
ditions as may appear expedient,"’

Mr, GODDARD; Mr,Speaker, we have heard today from
the lips of the Hon, Premier that the finances of this Island
are not as happy as they should be, We also know that we in
this area want to be independent and we have been moving
forward to that, in view of the fact some date in the near
future we will have to stand on our own feet and pay our own
way. We are paying our own way now; but we are paying it
with the help of a subsidy on our sugar, Some day = and I
do not wishto say conclusively - we would have to earn our
way like any other nation,

In Barbados today, we have been dependent on sugar,
rum and tourism. Tourism is still in its infancy, It has
been developing not as fast as some of us would like but it
has moved forward in large proportions over the last ten
years, Today, it is worththe Island $14 million or $15 mil~
lion from money spent in one way or the other by visitors
from overseas in Barbados,

6445 p.rmL,




It does not mean money which is spent in hotels only;
this is money which is spent in the island either in busi=
nesses in Bridgetown, taxes, hotels or by other means.
Whatever that sum is, it is something to help us to pay our
way, This is money from outside which we are earning, We
have also been told about these tourist boats which come
here = and you will know that in the last three years the
number has gone from 20 tourist boats a year to about 80
tourist boats a year. The tourists have been encouraged
o come here because of the Cuban situation, They have
been encouraged to come here; we have takenthe Manager
of our Tourist Board along with a Committee and sent him
up to New York so as to encourage these tourists to come
here, When they set out on their itinerary and the Manager
is faced with occasions where you have closed your shops
when the tourists come here, that is something which he
has to argue against, We want the U, S, dollars to come
here, 1 am speaking for tourism now; I remember the
long hours which the clerks used to put in, I used to work
seven days aweek as aclerk, Ido not wish to have o return
to thosedays, (Mr, WALCOTT: W.iat was the name of the
firm with which you used to work?) The firm is still there
in Broad Street; it is J. N, Goddard & Sons, [/ aughter)

Mr, SPEAKER; 1 am sure that [have not got to remind
hon, members of Standing Order No, 28 which reads as
follows:=

‘No Member shall interrupt another Member except =

(a) by rising to a point of order, when the Member
speaking shall resume his seat and the Member
interrupting shall simply direct attention to the
point which he desires to bring to notice and sub~-
mit it to the Speaker or Chairman for decision;

(b) to elucidate some matter raised by that Meinber in
the course of his speech, provided that the Member
speaking is willing to give way and resume his seat
and that the Member wishing to interruptiscalled
by the Chair.

The hon, senior member for St, Peter is reminded of

that Standing Order,

Mr. WALCOTT: That was an undertone, (L augh ter),

Mr, GODDARD: By the regulations, things are easy
for the clerk. Working 42 hours a week for a clerk today
is easy working, They are out by 4 o’clock although the
law provides for 5 o'clock, they have anhour for lunch and
they have half a dayper week, When the hon, member talks
about not opening stores on these days for which the Bill
seeks that stores should be opened, let himgo to Miami and
Jamaica, There is a place in Miami whichoperates for 24
hours; it is a big department store and, of course, these
stores carry shifts, I have been there, When we say that
we are giving the Governor=~in=Executive Committee power
to legislate for a bank=holiday, that is, for two hours in the
morning or evening which period should be exempted for the
purpose of catering to visitors, personally, I see nothing
wrong with that, I am speaking from an employer's point
of view and I am also speaking from a clerk's point of
view, In Christ Church I represent more clerks than my
colleague who is in the City nexttome, I am as much con-
cerned about the welfare of the clerks as any other mem=
ber in here, but let us be dispassionate about this matter,
Everyone's point of view should be respected. We are
saying that a Bill of this nature should be sent to a Select
Commirtee (Hear! Hear!) We wish to hear very point of
view and we will bring to that Committee the opinion of
everyone because the Government today, or we as a nation,
cannot afford to ignore business in which we are having
a share,

Let us look at the matter in this way,The Government
is a silent partner in every business inBridgetown; if the
businesses make profits, the Government gets 40, We
know, and the Northern and Southern District Councils will
know, what they have to call upon householdersto pay by way
of localrates as a resultof trade being depressed last year,
This is a serious position and members of this Assembly
should be so responsible astotryto assist the Government
out of its dilemma, We heard about the financial position of
this island a few hours ago and the only way in which we
can getout of it is by doing work, Let us have all Bank
Holidays and we will see what will happen to this island,
1 am happy to be ina positionto be able to provide work for
a number of people who do not work harder than other
people. As a matter of fact, Messrs, C.F, Harrison & Co.
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is not one of those firms which open for tourists but it is
one firm today which is spending a quarter million dollars
in expansion, something which many other businesses would
be withholding at this stage, It is faith in the island, (Mr.
WALCOTT: Faith in profits,) How can we argue, Mr,
Speaker, with people like that? '

Mr, SPEAKER;: I would ignore those asides.

Mr, GODDARD: Members of this House should be more
responsible people; it is true that this is political dyna=-
mite for some people: but if you are afraid of your electo=-
rate, in time they will catch up with you, Hon, members
should let the electorate know that this island canpot
survive if we do not take every opportunity of bringing
money into the island, whether it is by means of tourisim,
rum, sugar or whatever it is, because that is the only way
in which we can live, We have no industries in this island.
6.55 p.me .

Here is the Minister of Industry trying to attract in=-
dustries into this Island, Let him tell us with what success
he has met, We have a big job to find work for people, and
those of us whose responsibility it is can only give them
work if there is something for themto do, This is an oppor=-
tunity. I have seen tourist boats come here, and on several
occasions the places were closed, People who would buy
have to wander around and go off to the beaches, Sone of
them buy rum punches and then leave with the nioney in
their pockets, whereas if they had the opportunity to spend
$2,000 or $3,000 U.S, at Cave Shepherd, Fogarty's or Da~
Costa’'s, that money would have been left in the Island and
the Government would have been sharing in 40%of that pro=
fit, That is how we have to look at it today.

Mr, Speaker, we have discussed this among our Par~
ty, and we are going to suggest to the Govermment that this
Bill be sent to Select Committee, They have nothiig to be
afraid of. Let the clerks, workers and those who have the
responsibility of opening their stores come and tellus their
story., That is all we have to say, We can answer anyone,
and today we need courage to tell people the true facts, I
hate tohave tohear the Premier say what he said today, and
1 hate to think that Trinidad and the other places will be
reading in our papers in a short time that money has
been wasted, squandered or misspent, When we thought we
had reserves, we have not got them and people today are
suffering for the lack of mouney like many other places, We
have never found ourselves in that plight before, and we
have to work ocurselves out, {Cheers,)}

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Speaker, hon, members cancheer
but I have been listening to what 1 call the statesman=like
speech of myMinister of Trad€.eese (Mr. WALCOTT: When?
In 19827) Littde did they know that the present Minister
would be Minister of Trade, Youhave listened to that speech
which is a statesman=like speech, and now you will listen
to the speech of a politician whose eye is always on the
ballot box. Now as far as [am concerned, there is one thing
which I should draw to Your Honour's attention first,

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Mr. SPEAKER: According to the Rules, it now being
7 o’clock p.m,, automatically there is a suspension until
7.45 p.m, This Sitting now stands suspended until 7,45
o’clock p.m.

On Resump tion,

Mr. YEARWOOD: Mr, Speaker, 1 beg to draw your
attention to the fact that there is no quorum and ask that
you direct the Clerk to ring the Bell,

The Bell was rung and a quorum was obtained,

Mr, SPEAKER: When the Siwing was suspended, the
hon. senior member for the City was addressing the Chair,
Does the hon, member wish to proceed?

Mr, MOTTLEY: Yes, Sir. Mr. Speaker, I think all
sides will agree that the member who spoke for my Party
made a statesman-like speech, I think this is one of those
Bills which I consider must be given considerationand the
opinions of all sides must be taken. Without wasting much
time, and since my colleague the hon, junior member for
Christ Church made our point of view quite clear, I would
like to suggest that this Billbe sentto a Select Committee,
Whatever the opinions of the Parties might be, I think it is
similar to when we passed the Half-Holiday Act in this
country and had all sides represented and got their opin~
ions. In this case I amgoing to make my position abundant-
ly clear,
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As far as I am concerned, Iam fully conscious that we
are very much in need of the dollars which tourists bring,
1 agree with some of the sentiments expressed by the Trade
Unionists that we need not bend ourselves backwardsto do
everything and anything: but if we are spending $ 1/2 mil-
lion a year for the purpose of advertising and bringing in
from 20 to 60 boats a year, then we should do everything in
our power to see that we offer facilities to tourists to spend
money in Barbados. I am therefore moving right away that
this Bill be sent to Select Committee,

Mr, SPEAKER: It will have to pass the second read=
ing first,

Mr., MOTTLEY: I am going to suggest when this Bill
passes the second reading that it be sent to Select Commit=
tee for the simple reason that all sides must be represented
in this, and 1 am going to let it be known now where I
stand in the matter, You have heard the statesman-like
speech of the hon, junior member for Christ Church, and
now you will hear the speech of the Leader of the Party
whose eye is always on the ballot box, There is something
in what the hon, senior member for St, Peter has said as
a Trade Unionist, and if this House agrees, we should go
into Select Committee if thereis any fear at all that people
would be victimised because they refused to work, I have
been reliably informed that if this Bill is amended, only
those who want to work will do so if a boat comes in on
Easter Monday, the day after Christmas or Peacemaker’s
Day or any other holiday whichis internationally known, In
other words, there are some holidays that are internation=
ally known: but the Trade Unionist's fear is that the Gov=
ernor~in=Executive Committee should ensure that a per=
son should not be victimised, and only those persons who
want to work might do so.

I want to see it made abundantly clear insome Act if
we go to Select Committee, Mr, Speaker, that there should
be a penalty for the dismissal of any employee who did not
want to work on a legal holiday if the Governor=in=Execu=
tive Committee declares ittobe a working day even though
they were going to be paid. There are some people who do
not want to be paid, There was a time when I would go to
work whether or not it was aBank Holiday, and I have just
discussed that with a man outside, Time waswhen I would
have a car and would work on Good Friday, Sunday, or Mon-
day, but I have reached the stage where I can tell the
tourist that he can go and have a fling; but there are a lot
of people who would work for time and a half, I would like to
see enacted and put in this Bill = and that is the only way
I am going to support it = a penalty which lays the onus
on the employer to prove that he hasnot dismissed a per=
son by way of victimisation because he refused to come
out to work,

7.50 pam

I am sure that I have discussed this with the Clerk of
the House and he has said that thiscan be done, I ask hon,
members to let us pass the second reading of the Bill, t
is just as the hon, junior member for Christ Church has
said; either you want the dollars or you do not want the
dollars, If you are depending on sugar, rum and tourism,
if the figures mentioned by the Government are correct,
then I say that itbehoves allof us to preserve tourism, We
need not bend over backwards, of course, Iam the last per=
son in the City of Bridgetown who would vote for any legis=
lation which would hamper the average worker. Of cour se,
I do not believe the Government as it stands would bring
down any legislation to hamper the average clerk, but there
is a tremendous lot in what the hon, senior member for St.
Peter said, There are a lot of employers who would want
their workers to come out on bank=~holidays and if they do
not come out to work, they would find ways and means to get
rid of them, I say, put it into the Act that not only would
there be a severe penalty on the employer if he dismisses
a worker who said that he did not feel like working on
that bank=-holiday because he had it all aranged already
what he was going to do on that day, but also put in in the
Act that the onus would be on the employer to prove that he
did not dismiss the worker for that and not on the employee
to prove that he was dismissed because he did not come out,

1 think that is the farthest which we can go. The truth
must be told, We either want the dollarsor we do not want
themn,

I am sure that this amendment is goingto apply to the
big stores in Broad Street and most of these are limited
liability companies and, according to the law, the Govern=
ment which is the silent partner, stands by and collects
40% of the profits, The Government is going to receive its
share of the amount of money whichis made from tourism,
As [ have said, I amgoing to support the second reading of
the Bill and I am going to suggest to hon, members that we
pass the secord reading and then move that it be sent to
Select Committee so that we will have the opportunity of
getting the clerks around a table and giving them the oppor=-
tunity to submit their views, Mr, WALCOTT: Who are the
clerks you are going to get?) I can tell you that the clerks
are like me, I do not know if the hon, member means a
clerk with a face looking like his but if he means a clerk
of his pigment, I will say ‘‘yes", thereareclerkslikehim
who are directors of business,

Sir, I do not want to waste the time of this House, That
is my contribution, I counsel hon, members to vote for the
second reading of this Bill and at the most to let it go to
Select Committee, I will suggest to the Hon, Minister in
charge to agree toitgoing toSelect Committee and then let
it be publicly known that we want the clerks to state their
views on it, There is no Clerks’ Union now, There is a
tremendous number of clerks in the City of Bridgetown,
We have not had the time to discuss this Bill with them
and they should be made aware of the situation and should
be allowed to send representatives to the meeting of the
Select Committee so as to express their views on the
matter, They should be able to say whether they should get
double time or time and a half for working on a bank=holi-
day,

1 am going to insist, asfar asI am concerned, whether
an employer supports me or not, if he is the type who is
going to victimise aclerk because he did not come out, that
the law should be so drafted to put the onus on him to prove
that he did not dismiss the clerk because of that,

Mr, LYNCH: Sir, despite the fact that my colleague
seems to have crossed the floor during my absence, I
would like to speak in support of the second reading of
this Bill. I do sowithafull awareness of the fact that I re=
present a large number of clerks whose future would be
bound up with the passing of this Bill,

I am not quite convinced in my mind that there can be
any hundred per cemnt protection for those clerks who are
liable to be victimized or dismissed if they refuse to work
when called upon to do so, because with the compass of
human ingenuity so great, it would be almost impossible to
prevent an employer from victimising a worker, If you want
to get rid of a man, youcanmention a lot of things to show
why you had dispensed with his services, Youcan mention
retrenchment, and so on,

However, for that reason, I would like to support the
hon, senior member for the City that we pass the second
reading of this Bill and then send it to Select Committee,
I have seen, myself, in many countries that stores were
open not only on bank=holidays but onSundays, In Chicago,
many sales are held onSundays, Any person who has passed
through England and spent a litle time knows that the
shops are opened on Sundays and bank~holidays. In Trini-
dad, evenon Corpus Christi Day, you find that although that
is a bank=holiday, the front part of the stores are closed
but you can get in by way of the back and buy all you need.,
We all know that there are means of combatting legislation,
However, I would like if possible that this Bill be sent to
Select Committee so that we can consult those of our con~
stituents who are clerks and hear their views on this matter,

Mr. SEALY: Mr, Speaker, I would like to make a few
cormments on the motion which is now before the House, I
feel thatitis incumbent on the Government to do all in their
power and to bring in laws which would encourage tourismin
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this Island and find the necessary means to carry it further,
The Island, as it stands, is saddled withso many different
affairs that I find myself not in agreement with what some
hon, members have said on this Bill,

I would like to remind hon, members that during the
earlier part of this tourist trade, there were only three
hotels in this Island at which tourists were not encouraged
to go, and those hotels were the Colony Club, Sam Lord’s
Hote and Sandy Lane Hotel, It is afact that when the tour=
ists went there, they found that those hotels were roped off
and they were denied entrance, The people in the tourist
industry are getting half-million dollars fromthe Govern-
ment in order to advertise the country and get tourists to
come here, Therefore, when those tourists came and went
to those hotels and found that they were roped off and were
without the assistance of any person to tell them that they
could go to the St, Lawrence Hotel, the Crane Hotel or the
White House Inn, then they were bound to return home dis~
satisfied that they came to Barbados,

We must also bear in mind that the taxi drivers and
small taxi owners are also helped as a result of tourists
coming here, I am sure that a lot of them do not pay their
licences or insurance until the tourist boats arrive here,

I am therefore asking hon, members to agree to the
second reading of this Bill and then letit be sent to Select
Committee so that the Committee caninquire fromthe shop
artendants their views on it, I think it would bring about
better relationship between employer and employee, I also
definitely feel that reward sweetens a man's labour and I
am sure that if people in Barbadoshave to work on a bank
holiday and know that they would get time and a half for it,
they would gladly work,

8,00 p.m,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD:; Mr, Speaker, I would like to
begin my reply by quoting the hon, senior member for the
City when he said that itistheir feeling and he is sure that
this Government would be the last persons to do anything
which would militate against the interests of the working
classes in this island, That is almost word for word with
what I intended to say myself, Iam sure that even the hon,
senior member for St, Peter and his colleague, the hon,
junior member for St, Peter, will fully realise that power
such as this Bill calls for to be placed in our hands will not
be used to the disadvantage of the clerks in Bridgetown,
The incident which was the precursor to this amending leg«-
islation, was the arrival on 23rd February of two tourist
boats = the ‘‘Ariadne’® and the ‘‘Independence’’, They had
a total of approximately 350 passengers each =700 in all =
and it is estimated that by the opening of the stores in
Bridgetown on that day, these tourists left $23,520 in the
stores which were opened, The Government was very, very
careful in deciding to take this step which it has taken, first
and foremost to restrict the type of stores which would be
given permission to open on that day, The Government
notice appearing in the Press drawing attention to the fact
;hat business places would be opened on that day reads as
ollows:=

*'Owing to the expected arrivalof the two tourist ships
‘*Ariadne’® and “‘independence’® tomorrow, 23rd February,
1962, the Cabinet has decided that shopsengaged in the sale
of liquor, dry goods and jewellery should be permitted to
open between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p,m, in order to
accommodate passengers on those ships,

This decision has been taken in the interest of the
economy of the Island and the Cabinet requests that all em=
ployers pay to their employees appropriate over-time rates
for such perio. and that no employee who is unwilling to
work on this day should be compelled to do so,.*

In other words, intaking this step, the Government an=
dcipated every single objection which would have been
raised by the working classes, We did not give carte
blanche to every business place to open and we were not
unmindful of the fact that the rights of the workers should
be protected in the sense that you would work if you wanted
to work, and if you did work, you would be paid at the ap-
propriate rate. The hon, senior member for St, Peter would

concede that with a Trade Union such as his operating in
this country, it would not be easy for any employer to dis=
miss anemployee for failing to workon a day like this with~
out bringing down the fury, power and wrathof the Barba~
dos Workers' Union on that employer, While itis true that
the interests of the Union would say that the representatives
of the Union might have been consulted by the Government
at the time when we took this step, yet I am disclosing no
secret when I say that this matter was brought to the
attention of the Government within hours of the arrival of
these ships, and we therefore feel more than justified in
bringing down an amendment to the Act in order to give
ourselves the power, at anytime when wedesire and in the
circumstances mentioned, which would permit of certain
business houses inthe City of Bridgetown to be opened, The
people of this island can rest assured that this power will
not be abused so long as it rests in our hands, It is highly
possible that the time may come in the ordinary course of
events when this power can be abused and we would take
justifiable objection if it is being abused; but at this time
there is no cause for fear of the abuse of this amendment
to the Act and we will exercise every possible care of the
amendment if and when the occasion requires it,

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of order, We are lending
people money to erect big hotels and when strangers come
you say that they cannot go into these hotels,

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, member is making a speech,

Mr, MOTTLEY: I am only saying that the hon, mem-=
ber would not be the kind of Minister who would not answer
a question, He was not answering the question raised by the
hon, senior member for St, Michael and that is why I rose,

Mr, SPEAKER: The Minister would not be dealing with
matters which have no connection with the Bill,

Mr, MOTTLEY: No, No, Sir!

Mr., SPEAKER: That is my opinion and my opinion
counts,

Mr, MOTTLEY: I bow to Your Honour's ruling, but the
Hon, Minister should reply to the point mentioned by the
hon, senior member for St, Michael,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD:; I want the hon. senior member
for St,Peter to bear in mind that the position of the Govern=
ment is such that we have got toget money from whatever
source we can get it, If we estimate that there will be a de=
ficit of $3 1/2 million attheend of this year, it means that
next year, in the normal course of events, that deficit will
be about $4 million, We cannot remain in the red forever
and the only way in whichtogetout of it is by the expansion
of the national income, If we have a deficit of $4 million, we
have to increase our gross domestic product by about $20
million a year in order to get out of the red, and at least,
this country should obtain another $3 million or $4 million
a year from tourism by the Government's attempt to ex=
pand the trade and bring more people and money here.
8,10 p,m,

What is the point of spending money toexpand trade and
providing more accomodation, and whatis the pointintry=-
ing to bring people here if when they come you are letting
them leave with the money they brought here? We therefore
have no other recourse than at leastnow that we are faced
with these stringent difficulties to adopt stringment meas«=
ures in order to cope with the situation, It appears to me,
Sir, that the opinion of the House is that the Bill should be
sent for further consideration to a Select Committee not
necessarily to oppose its principle, but to ensure that
enshrined in its provisions are the possibilities whichpre=
vent any misuse of this power or any abuse of the people
who may be called upon to work on the days to which it
refers,

We do not propose, Mr, Speaker, to resistthese opin«
ions, because we are just as concerned as the hon., mem=
bers for St, Peter are in placing it beyond the slightest
shadow of a doubt that we want just as they do to protect
the interests of every person affected by this amendment,
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We therefore do not propose to oppose the proposal to send
this measure to a Select Committee, As a matter of fact,
Sir, running through my mind at the time the hon, senior
member for St, Peter spoke was the belief that he would be
more concerned, because the Union had not been consulted
in this matt>r, than anything else, because he knows as
well as anybody else that in the operationof this Bill when
it becomes law, neither his organisation nor any organi-
sation would be more concerned to see to it that the in=-
terests of the clerks in Bridgetown were protected as we
would be, and therefore since in his opinion he regards
our non-consultation with the Union as anoversight, and the
sending of the Bill to a Select Committee would afford the
Union another opportunity of presenting their opinion on”
the matter, the Government proposes to agree to the send=
ing of the Billto aSelect Committee for further considera=«
tion,

The question that this Bll be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirm ative without
division,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move that this
Bill be now sent to Select Committee,

Mr, SEALY: I beg to second that,

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, before youput the ques=
tion, I would like to make it clear to the Hon, Leader of
the House that I appreciate the remarks he made, but what
was operating in my mind was not because the Union was
not consulted, My Organisation represents the whole staff
at Bata Shoe Company, None of the other members in
here represent any interests of workers and they do not
know the mechanics of dealing with these matters,

So far as thetouristtrade is concerned, when we come
to Committee I will tell the hon, member something and he
may have a shock in his hands next year, Eastry House is
one of the hotels which borrowed a lot of money from the
Government, and they have refused to pay even the rates
they borrowed at, and they will not be able to operate next
year unless they come to terms with us. The Caribbee Ho=
tel also will be affected, I am going to say what I used to
hear the Premier say. I give to the hotel people and the
Government early notice, There are some aspects of trade
operating inthis Island which believe that for some time the
Trade Union has been working well with them, but I have
given early notice to hotel people that unless they are
going to straighten up, they are going to find themselves
in a situation where they would not be able to operate,
and no laws can make them operate because laws cannot
make people work, and it is a matter of what people
have in mind to do. I say that because too many people
are running away with this hotel industry.

Mr. Speaker, I do not see any innocence in what the
hon, junior member for Christ Church trotted out about the
$16 million to know how it percolates, I want to make it
clear to the Minister that it is not a question of the Union
not being consulted, but there is no justification brought
forward to show that the trade in this Island is such that
you have to open on Bank Holidays for these people to trade.
It is only a matter of bringing people to Barbados and
making them believe that you are at their whims and fan-
cies, This is being done because the workers are not
organised, If they were organised, you could pass all
the laws you like in the sugar industry and in the Port,
and if we said we were not going to work, no matter
what laws you passed, we would not work, You could
pass all the laws you like, but if we agreed not to cut
canes, we would see how they would be reaped, I say
that about the hotel industry because of the bogey which
is being spread about here, but I am going to say more
about that in other places to show theeconomy of the hotel
industry. It is no wonder they roped off some of the people,
and it is only whenhotels rope off some members that they
will realise the problems which they have to face,

The question that this Bill be sent to a Select

Committee was put and resolved in the affimative without
division,
Mr. SPEAKER: Subject to the approval of the House, 1

am asking the following hon, members to serve on this
Select Committee:~

The hon, senior member for Bridgetown; the hon.
junior member for Bridgetown; the hon, senior member for
St, Peter; the hon, junior member for St, Joseph; the hon.,
senior member for St, Thomas; the hon, senior member
for St, James, His Honour the Deputy Speaker; the hon,
senjior member for St, Philip, w..> Minister of Trade, In-
dustry and Labour, and the hon. senior member for St.
George.

8,20 p,m,

REPLY TO QUESTION NO, 1
Hon, E. W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, I am asking leave
to give the reply to Oral Question No, 1 standing in the
name of the hon, junior member for St, George.

There being no objection, leave was granted the

Hon, Prenmier,
Hon, E. W. BARROW: This is the reply to the question
asked by the hon. junior member for St. George:«

The Premier is not aware of any widespread reports,
neither have such alleged losses been reported to the
Premier or the Financial Departments concerned,

STATEMENT re BILL TO MAKE PROVISION
FOR IMPOSITION OF DUTIES ON
SALES OF LAND

Hon, E, W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, I am asking leave
to make a statement arising out of the introduction and first
reading of a Bill introduced today to make provision for the
imposition of duties on sales of land in areas where the
Government undertakes or proposes *o undertake substan=
tial expenditure from public funds, to impose betterment
charges on development of lands in suchareas and to pro=
vide for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto,

Notice of this Bill was given by the Hon, Minister of
Development, Trade, Industry and Labour onmy behalf to=
day,

There
Hon, Prenier,

Hon, E. W. BARROW: Sir, I wish to inform the Hon-
ourable House that it is considered contrarytothe princi=
ples of the Land Development Duty Bill as contained in
Clause 3 to apply it to the Deep Water Harbour area as the
expenditure has already been incurred, This Bill will not
therefore apply to the Deep Water Harbour but it may
apply to any other area where the Government undertakes
or proposes to undertake substantial development expen-
diture,

being no objection, leave was granted the

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE

Hon, E. W. BARROW: Now, Sir, Iwould like to address
Your Honour on a question of privilege, You will remem=
ber, Sir, earlier today Standing Order No, 5 which deals
with the adjournment and suspensionof the sittings of this
House, was not invoked, Now, Rule 3 of that Standing Order
reads as follows:=

At 2,00 p,m,, Mr, Speaker shall suspend the sitting
until 2,30 p.m,, and at 7 p,m., he shall again suspend the
sitting until 7.45 p,m, provided that if, in his opinion, the
business of the House could be concluded by a short ex=
tension of the sitting, he may suspend the sitting at 2,10
DeIM,, Or 7,10 p.m, respectively,”

Mr, Speaker, with all due deference to any ruling to
which you may subsequently make, I would like to draw
certain aspects of the Standing Orders to your attention be~
cause it may be desirable to go on for a short time be-
yond the ten minutes allocated in this rule in view of the
fact that some hon, members live considerable distances
away from this Chamber, and whenthere are any prospects
of finishing the business of the day within, say, a reason=
able time, let us say ahalf hour after, then it is highly de-
sirable that the sitting of the House should continve.

I will draw to your attention three Standing Orders
dealing with this. I have just read Standing Order No, 5,
rule 3 and if youturn to Standing Order No, 19, you will see
there ‘Notice of Motions" which reads as follows:

——
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*‘Unless the Standing Orders otherwise direct, notice
shall be given of any motion which it is proposed to move
with the exception of the following:-**

Then they tabulate ten motions of which you do not
need to give notice and under No. 9, you will see that there
is an exception which says:~

‘‘a motion in respect of which notice has been dis-
pensed with under Standing Order No, 25 (Dispensing with
Noti&)"c

Then, if Your Honour turns to No, 10 of the same Stand=
ing Order No, 19, you will see that a motion for the suspen-
sion of a Standing Order put with leave of the Speaker is
among the exceptions, And if you turn to Standing Order
No. 62 =~ Suspension of Standing Orders = you will see
that it is stated:

**A question the object or effect of which may be to
suspend any Standing Order of the House shall be pro=
posed only with the consent of the Speaker, either after
notice given or after the expression of the general assent
of the House,"’

Those are all the relative Standing Orders.

What I want to draw to the attention of hon. members
is that the Standing Orders were made by the House for the
governance of the proceedings of the House, In the same
way that the Standing Orders were made by the House, I
know that they can be broken, Certainly, they can be sus~
pended at any time by the House,

The rule dealing with giving notice at the beginning
of the day does not apply at all in any way to the suspen=
sion of a Standing Order but deals withthe business which
can be exempted from the provision of Standing Order No. 5
which can be entered upon at any hour and can be dealt with
after the moment of interruption at 8,30 p.m.; but for the
Suspension of the Standing Order, itis clear from the Rules
that at 7,00 p.m., any member without notice, as long as
the Speaker agrees and it is the general opinion of the
House, can move the suspension of Standing Order No, 5
which means that the House may proceed after 7,00 pym,

I consider this a question of privilege in so far as the
transaction and expedition of Government Business is con=
cerned, If Your Honour looks back to Standing Order No, 5,
Rule 8, you will see this:~

**A motion may be made by a Minister, after notice, at
the commencement of public business, to the effect that the
proceedings on any specified business be exempted from
the provisions of this Order, and if such motion is agreed
to, the business so specified shall not be interrupted at
8,30 p.m, and may be entered upon at any hour though
opposed,

That has nothing in my respectful submission to do
with the Standing Order which deals with the hour of sus=
pension, I only mentioned this because under the new con~-
didons which are obtaining, a Minister can move the sus=~
pension of this Standing Order at 7,00 p.m. because the
Speaker has authority to go on until7,10 p.m, I am merely
pointing out that it is not necessary tomove the suspension
of the Standing Order at the commencement of the business
of the House at the beginning of the day, because that would
make nonsense of the Standing Order, You are tied down by
rules which give you the opportunity to indulge in a certain
amount of flexibility,

8,30 p.m,

Mr, SPEAKER:;: It is entirely within the competence of
the House to change the Standing Orders which the House
has made, However, my interpretation of this matter is that
if at any time before 7 p.m. of the clock, a motion is made
for the suspension of any Standing Order, Iwould entertain
that motion, but I could not entertain it after 7 p.m. of the
clock has struck because between 7 p.m, and 7,10 p,m. there
is the period provided only for such business which, in the
opinion of the Speaker, could be concluded by a short ex=

e ———

tension of the sitting. There would be a continuation of
business for ten minutes after 7 o'clock if, in the opinion
of myself, such business may be concluded, However, af=
ter 7 o'clock has struck, it would not be a continuation or
conclusion of such business by making a motion for the
suspension,

I have alreadyearlier inthe session accepted a motion
for the suspensioi of the Standing Orders before 7 o*clock
but today 7 o’clock has struck. We were all oblivious of
the fleeting passage of time; 7 o’clock had struck and that
being so, I did not feel that Iwould be justified in allowing
a motion to be made after 7 o’clock for the suspension of
the Standing Orders,

Hon, E, W, BARROW: I agree with Your Honour's
ruling, but the impression which was being mooted around
today was that at the beginning of the day's sitting notice
of the suspension of Standing Orders would have to be given,
If a Minister starts to make a motion before 7 o"clock and
7 o'clock strikes that, in my opinion, would be business
which would be continuing,

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, senior member for the City
was addressing the House then.

Hon, E, W, BARROW: I understand what happened.
LEAVE TO LAY REPLY TO QUESTION

Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, 1 am asking
leave to lay the Reply to Question No. 22 standing in the
name of the hon, junior member for St, Joseph,

Mr, SPEAKER: It is entirely up to the House to agree
or disagree to that at this stage, There is apparently no
objection and therefore the Hon, Minister may proceed to
lay the reply to the question,

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, Ibegto lay the
reply to Parliamentary Question No, 22 standing in the
name of the hon, junior member for St, Joseph in connec=
tion with the services rendered by the Choir for the Anima=
tion of the Sick,

Mr, SPEAKER: We met at 3 o'clock p.m, today but
in future when we do meet, at the normal Question Time
which is 2,30 p.m, of the clock, I hope hon, members will
be ready to lay their replies.

Hon, A. DaC, EDWARDS; Mr, Speaker, I am asking
leave to withdraw that reply,

Mr, SPEAKER: The Hon, Minister who asked leave
to lay that reply is now seeking leave to withdraw the reply
which he has laid; and unless there be any objection leave
will be granted the Hon, Minister.( A fter a pause)Apparent=
ly there is noobjection and leave is accordingly granted the
Hon, Minister to withdraw the reply.

Hon, E. W, BARROW: On a pointoforder, I take it that
the Reply will be expunged from the record,

Hon., A, DaC., EDWARDS: I now beg to withdraw the
reply,

Mr, SPEAKER: The reply is withdrawn,
The Order Paper having been fixed;
ADJOURNMENT

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, in moving the
adjournment of the House, I would like to say that I am
afraid that hon. members will have to come back here on
Wednesday next, The Government desires next week to
deal with the question of the increased remunerationof the
Police and therefore we are requesting a sitting of the
House on Wednesday next, I now beg to move that this
House do now adjourn,....

Mr, MOTTLEY: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker, I
am suggesting that Thursday would be a more appropriate
day for our meeting,
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Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD:; That day may be appropriate
for the hon. member but it is not appropriate for us be=
cause there is a Cabinet meeting on Thursday,

My, MOTTLEY: I am sorry,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: The Hon, Leader of the Oppo=
sition and some of the members of this House will be out
of the island shortly afterwards and therefore we want to
get this matter finalised,

I now beg to move that this House do now adjourn until
Wednesday, next, 2nd May, 1962, at 2,30 p.m, of the clock,
8,40 p.Jm. '

Mr, SPEAKER: Has the Hon, Leader of the House con=
cluded his address to the Chair?

Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD: I also want to notify hon,
members that we are going to move the Suspension of the
appropriate Orders in order to give Government the right
to conduct Government Business alone on that day, It is
a special meeting for Government Business alone, because
we want to finalise Government Businesson the Order Pa~
per on that day,

With regard to the police proposals, we willendeavour
to get them in the hands of hon. members as early as
possible, if not in the ordinary manner, by special courier
at the latest on Monday,

Mr. SPEAKER: I would ask the Hon. Leader of the
House to try and get them in the hands of hon, members by
the week=end to give them an opportunity to absorb them,
Tuesday is a Bank Holiday and members may be doing their
duty on behalf of the workers of this Island on that day,
and I hope you canhave theminthe hands of hon, members
on Friday and Saturday, We can see that the expediting is
done,

— 1

Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD: It is very kind of Your Hon=
our, and we will do what we can,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second the motion for the
adjournment,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, before youput the ques~
tion, the Hon, Leader of the House anticipated the next
sitting of the House and said that he is going to suspend
the Standing Orders, I think what he means is that the next
time we meet he is going to inform the House that he wants
to do all Government Business, and would like private
members to forego dealing with their private business, I
would like to know, if that is the intention of the Govern-
ment, if the Government can state when they propose to
debate the question of the Federation, The Hon, Premier
said that he was not going to enter into any commitments
on this question until such time as we had debated this
matter in the House of Assembly, and Iwant to give notice
that it is my intention at the next meeting of the House to
move the passing of a Resolution dealing with this imminent
question of Barbados® entry into Federation, I feel this is
a very current matter and is very important; it has been
discussed in Dominica, and I do not see why Barbados
should not discuss it, In view of the fact that Ministers are
going to London, I feel that this Assembly should at least
be aware of some of the broad tenets that are going to be
discussed, because it is no longer a secret matter; it is a
matter that should be discussed, I think it is an impor=
tant matter to the Island and I am giving notice of my in=-
tention to move the passing of a Resolution at the next
meeting of the House to deal with this question,

The question that this House do now adjourn until
Wedn esday, 2nd Moy, 1962, at 230 p.m, o’clock, was

put and resolved in the affimative without division, and
Mr, SPEAK FR adjoumed the House accordin gly,

8,47 p.m.






