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Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly 
met at 12 o'clock, noon, today. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD. On behalf of the Hon. Pre- 
mier: 

A BSU further to amend the Local Government Act, 
1958. 

WALCOTT, O.B.E.; Mr. S .  E .  SEALEY; Hon. G .  G .  
F E R G U S S N ,  (Minister of Communications. Works, 
Housing and Tourism); Mr. W .  R. COWARD; Mr. G.  V .  

His Honour J. E. T. BRANCKER, Q.C., (Speaker); 
Hon. W .  A. CRAWFORD, (Minister of Development, Trade,  
Industry and Labour); Mr. L .  E. SMITH, J.P.; Mr. F .  L. 

BATSON, (Chairman of Committees) and Mr. J. B.  
YEARWOOD. 

Mr. SMJTH: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice of the 
foIlom 

Prayers were read. 

MINUTES 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the House 
that the Minutes of the Meetingsheld on2lst, 27th and 29th 
March, 10th and Wh April aml2nd May, of this year, have 
all been circulated and unless &re be any objection, they 
will be confirmed. 

There bing apparently no objection, each of these 
Minuses is confirmed. 

AMENDMENT FROM OTHER PLACE 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the House 
that I have received fromthe 0th- Chamber an amendment 
to the Pensions (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill, 1962, and tbese 
amendments to this Bill have been returned to this Hon- 
our- Chamber for further consideration. 

DOCUMENTS 

130% G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, I am commanded 
to lay: 

Tbe draft Supplementary Agreement between theGov- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee and Esso Standard Oil, S A ,  
Ltd. relating to the lease of land at the Bridgetown Harbour. 

Also, Plan showing areas of land at the Bridgetown 
Harbour to be leased by the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee to Esso Standard 0% S.A. Ltd. 

WHEREAS small busiraess men find it difficult to raise 
the required amount of capital to carry on with their busi- 
ness; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Government establish a 
Small Industries Loan Board under the directionof the Min- 
istry of Trade & Industry for the purpose of financing 
small businesses especially those of a Manufacturing na- 
ture, and including Artisans, Cabinet-makers, Upholster- 
e r s  and other trades. 

Mr. SMXH: To enquire of the Appropriate Minister: 

1s Government aware that there are agreat number of 
applications made to the Waterworks Department for the in- 
stallation of Water Services for as long as two years ago 
or longer, which have not been met due to insufficient plum- 
bers to do tbe job? 

2. If the answer is in the affirmative, will Government 
increase the number of plumhers w i t h  the object of re- 
lieving this unsatisfactory state of affairs? 

Mr. BATSON: To enquire of the AppropriateMinister: 

Is Gowznrnent aware that employees with four or more 
children to support in t.h parish of St. Thomas who once 
worked with the Department of Highways and Transport 
have been laid off for quite a long period and that other 
persons have been put in their places? 

2. B the answer to ths above is in the negative, w i l l  the 
Minister carry out an investigation with a view to remedy- 
ing same and with a view toensuring that consideratfon be 
given to employees with families, in an attempt to stimu- 
late harmony in this Department, and to avert a serious 
crisis from developing? 

Government No t i ce s  were given as  follows:- 

GOVERNMENT NOT ICES 

Hon. G. G. FERGWN:  Resolution to approve the 
lease by the Executive Committee to Esso Standard Oil 
S.A. Ltd of those two parcels of landapart of the Ikep Wa- 

I Also, to enquire of the Appropriate Minister: 

ter Harbour and described in the Schedule to this Reso- 
lution for the operation of the bunkering facilities h the  
new harbour. 

Is Government aware that the Hon. MichaelStarr , Can- 
a d a * ~  Minister of Labour is quoted in Jamaica as saying 
that there is a growing demand in Canada for sWUed la- 
bour and skilEed workers from the West Indies? 

2. Is Government aware that there are 437 vocational 
schools established in Canada that are graduating 13,000 



students annually a ~ d  workers from Barbados should find 
no difficulty in k i n g  absorb3 amongst the said workers? 

3. If the answer to the above is in the affirmative, would 
the Minister iinmediately set about negotiating with tk 
Government of Canada with a view to recruiting workers 
from these shores since the Immigration Laws of Canada 
are  nonrliscriminatory? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the same hon. men1be.r propose 
to ask any orher question today? 

Mr. BATSON: No, Mr. Speaker. 

REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand that the Select Comrnit- 
tee appointed to consider and report on the Bill m change 
the name of the Leeward Islands Conference of Seventh 
Day Adventiststo the Eastern Caribbean Conference of 
Seventh Day Adventists has completed i ts  labours, but cer- 
tain formalities have not k e n  complied with, that is, the 
signature of the Chairman has not yet been attached to the 
Report, and I think it is because the hon. senior member 
for the City, who is the Chairman, is not in his place; s o  
we will have to wait untillater in the day for that formality 
to be completed and the Report to be laid. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

On motion of Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD, seconded by 
Hon. G. G. FEKGUSSON, the Bill further to m e n d  the 

Local Government Act,  1958, was read a first time. 

Mr. M. E. S. HEWlTT TO ACT AS DEPUTY CLERK 

Ibn. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Mr. M. E. S. Hewitt, Solicitor, be appointed to act as 
Deputy Clerk for today's sitting of the House. 

Hon. G. G. FERGWON: I beg to second that. 

The question w a s  put and resolved in the affinna- 

t i ve  without division. 

12.25 P.m 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day stands in 
the name of the Honourable Minister of Education who, I 
observe, is not in his place; but perhaps another hon. 
member may ask the leave of the House to take charge of 
this Order. This Order is to movethe House into Commit- 
tee of Supply to consider the grant of sums of money for 
the service of the island. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
leave to deal with this Order, standing in the name of the 
hon. senior member for St. Lucy. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is asking leave 
to take charge of this Order and unless there be any objec- 
tion, leave will be granted. (After a Pause).  Apparently, 
there is no objection and leave is granted. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that you do now leave the Chair and the House go into 
Committee of Supply. 

Hon. G .  G. FERGWON: I beg to second that. 
The question was  put nnd resolved in the affirma- 

t ive without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER lef t  the Chair and the House went 
into Committee of Supply, Mr. BATSON in the Chair. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1962-63 No. 16 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, this Resolu- 
tion is a Resolution for the sum of $2,706 under three 
Heads of the Estimates, which Heads will be taken separate- 
ly. 

IfEAD 18 - POLICE 

Head 18 - Police - was called. 

Ibn. W. A. CRAWFORI): hlr. Chairman, lbepto move 
that Head 18 stand part of the Scheclule. 

Hon. G. G. FERGLESOK: I k g  to second that. 
The question that Head 18 stand part of the Schedule 

was put cmd resolved in the af j imat iue  without division. 

HEAD 36 - MINISTRY OF EDIJCATION 
(5) SClICX31S 

Head 36 - lMinisiry of b,'ducation ( 5 )  Schools - was 
called. 

Ilon. W. A. CRAWFORD: hlr. Chairman, Ibegto mo\c 
that Head 36 stand parr of the Scl~dule.  

Hon. G. G. FERGWON: I beg to second tha t  

h4r. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, there is no objection 
to the passing of this kW, but I would like to draw to tk 
attention of the Hon. Minister and the Government a s  a 
whole that, in our comni~mity, Ifeelthat the tin= has come 
when greater use should be made of the school buildings; 
and i n d  of increasing the cost of the conununity by, 
it may be, providing aspects of community comforts, some 
of these schools could be used. I understand that the policy 
of the Government is to charge people the insurance rates 
and make it obligatory for them to meet the cost of the. 
insurance for a night when such people have to use these 
buildings. That makes i t  prohibitive for some organisa- 
tions because some of them a re  non-profit organizations. 
I know of an organization with which I have m deal, i t  is 
not a question of a Government building, and we give the 
use of the building to persons on the net additional charge. 
The insurance people do not tell us that, as a condition 
of our insurance policy, we should not allow anypersonto 
keep a meeting, for instance, in the building. I understand 
that there have been some restrictive classes. Some of 
the fees a re  nominal and, in some cases, it is not depen- 
dent upon the purpose for which you want tk use of the 
building. It may be that you a r e  not making any money, 
but you will make i t  a condition to tell people that the only 
way in which they can use the building is if they a re  paying 
the relative insurance cost. I hope that the Government will 
investigate that matter .W that we can get some of these 
buildings used for some of the voluntary institutions which 
have no buildings of their own, but whichhave to use other 
buildings. I think that that would be a step in the right di- 
rection. 

The question that Head 36 stand part of the Schedule 

was  put m d  resolvedin the affirmative without division. 

HEAD 45 - LABDUR 

Head 45 - Labour - was called.  

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. mrirman, Ibegm move 
that Head 45 stand part of the Scltwule. 

Hon. G. G .  FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

Mr. WALCOTT : In connection with this Head which deals 
with cane-weighing inspection, I am not making any com- 
plaints; I am merely drawing to the attention of the authori- 
ties that they should inform the inspectors of the whole pur- 
pose of their job. I have been d e .  with this matter from 
its  inception and I usually get complaints, some of which I 4 
ignore. Some workers complain that these inspectors grow 
a little too friendly with the authorities - w i t h  the cane 
weighers and people of the factory - and there is an ele- 
ment of suspicion at the factories that if  anything goes 
wrong these inspectors would not institute the type of in- 
vestigation they would like. I do not subscribe to that sus- 
picious attitude, but all I am asking is that the Minister 
should see that the inspectors are made to go back to the 
original thinking that the whole purpose of having inspec- 
tors doing this job was to instil confidence among the work- 
ers, and that was the job which these inspectors were given. 
I do not want the inspectors to regard their job as a sine- 
cure and I do not suspect that they a re  insincere. All I am 
asking i s  that the inspectors should remember that it is 



a public service which they are performing and they must 
perform it without fear or favour: and if they have to give a 
decision I am sure that everybody will respect them I do 
not want to cast any refktbn on any of these inspectors. 
All I am sayirrg is that a note of warning is good so that 
the inspectors wi l l  feel that they are doing a service with 
which people will be satisfied, and that i t is in the interest 
of the community. Some complaints do wme to me; I am 
not a suspicious character and I do not run off with these 
complair~ts on the ground that these people are not per- 
forming their duties as they should perform them. 
12.35 pm. 

I just draw that to the attention of the Government so 
that they would see that this service gives the up-to-date 
service that is expected from it. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORI): Mr. Chairman, this is mani- 
festly not an easy matter. It is  a question of interpreting 
accurately what is involvecl in the expression of being too 
friendly with the factory people. When a man goes into a 
factory yard to perform a duty like this, he is not expected 
to go scowling at tk. factory manager or at the man who 
operates the scales. He has to go with a certain charm of 
manner, and he has to be polite and courteous to the fac- 
tory owner, to his employees, and, of wurse,to the people 
who send their cams to be weighed. The main purpose of 
these inspectors, so far as I recollect, is to check the 
weighing of canes at factories, and to inve-ate any dis- 
pute that might arise out of the cutting or weighing of 
canes either from estates or from peasants. and in order 
to do this, inspectors visit factories -as well & estates SW 
plying canes and make weekly reports totheLabour G m -  
missioner. Thay am also supposed to keeg a diary show- I 
ing the factories and/or estates visited each day, and con- 
taining brief reports of any dispute they may have had to 
investigate or any unusual conditions they may discover 
at a f m r y  or estate, 

Mr. Chairman, if there is any complaint on the part of 
an estate or supplier of canes, peasant proprietor or la- 
bourers, it would be, P presume, not onthe ground that the 
inspector had a smile on his face wixn he spoke with tb 
manager; it would be on the basis of whether or not the 
supplier of canes felt that the weight wasaccrpaw Ifthe 
complainants who approached the hon. senior member for 
St. P e e r  on this score could supply information which 
might lead to the view that cane suppliers are being robbed 
at the scales or anything like that, we should have to take 
this mamr up immediately; but his capacity as negotia- 
tor on behalf of the workers in his ornanisation. he him- 
self knows that because he is on the&osite side of the 
fence to the employers, it does not man,  in a conference 
to negotiate wages or wnditions of work, that he is not 
supposed to ham a smile on his faceat any time, or not to 
work on the basis of having, as far as i s  possible, some 
sort of courtesy and harinonious relations hi^ between him- 
self and both o k s i n g  facrions. The fact that he may have a 
smile with tk employer does not mean he is not going to 
give an appropriate record of the complaints of the peopk 
he is supposed to represent. It is merely a quesuon that a 
person with his normal charm of manner would find it 
difficult not to appear gracious even in the midst of the 
most bitter dispute between his organization and the em- 
ployers' representative. 

May I submit, Mr. Chairman, that the Government 
might have more to act on if the complaints with repect to 
these inspectors were made on the basis of not discharg- 
ing tk duties for which they were appointed in a proper 
manner more than on the assertion that they appear to be 
too gracious in dealing with the employers? The assump- 
tCon is there that if a man appears to be over-friendly with 
the factory owner or cane weigkr, the person who is send- 
ing canes may be suspicious that he is not discharging Ns 
dudes effectively; but I prefer to investigate a complaint 
that b r e  was suspicion with regard to non-accurate 
wejghts or somethbg like thar than to have to insQstigPte 
one that cane-weighing inspectors should wipe all smiles 
from tbef faces ruad appear like Gestapo agents when they 
sslosr a factory yard, merely because t k y  happen to be 
cane-welghing inspectors. 

hlr. WALCOTT: hlr. Chairman, I tried to make my 
attitude clear on the matter. I think I made it clear that 
so far as my own inclination is  concerned, I am not a 
suspicious character; so whether or not a man has a 
smile on his face does not affect me in assessing aperson 
in rhe performance of his duty. I would say, howexer, 
&at this is a matter in which inspectors were appointed 
to instil confidence in the persons concerned, because 
as you wil l  very well understand, Mr. Chairman, prior to 
the workers being paid by the ton for cams, you did not 
have inspectors; so it was not really a task that was in- 
stituted to satisfy the workers, because the workers in the 
old days went by the simple method of being paid by the 
hole for which you did not need any clwk. This has now 
been done as a check, and so far as I am concerned, I do 
not have any doubts in my rmnd about the inspectors or 
cane weighers in a general way. In a specific way you may 
get any of these failures in human nature taking place, 
but I have sufficient wnfidence generally in p p l e ,  that 
the point of not having a cane weigher would not in any 
way affect the general situation, thaw I would not be the 
one to advocate removing them, since you have had a good 
spirit of relationship between them. It is necessary to 
check to keep going; but I made mention of what has been 
reported to me in a general way, because it is good that 
when people make complaints about them in a general way 
without specifying, it does not do theperson wncerraed any 
harm to know that sorne of these general complaints have 
been made by tkpersons for whom they were sent to work. 
These general complaints were made by sorne of the work- 
ers in a general way and not in a specific way. 
12.45 p.m 

I agree with the hon. member. If it were drawn to me 
in a specific way, I would be the first person to raise the 
matter and draw it to the attention of the public. It is not 
any reflection on the cane weighing inspectors at all. All it 
means is that the inspectors -ifit does not mean any more 
than this - are being watched by the workers for being a 
hit too friendly - and Mr. Chairman, you know what being 
friendly in its local colloquial sense mans. Sometimes it 
means that you can be a bit too friendly for what some peo- 
ple like, but it is not any reflection on the character of 
the inspectors generally. 

Mr. SMlTH: Sir, I am not suspicious of them either, 
nor do I think anybody is.AllIhave understood is that they 
do not spend sufficient time at a factory. Now, there are 
around nineteen factories operating and there are abu t  six 
inspectors. An inspector can only be responsible for the 
weights of canes which have k n  weighed inhis presence. 
When one inspector may have to visit three or four factories 
a day, it means that when he visits No. 1 factory, anything 
can happen to No. 2 before he gets there, and when he gets 
to No. 2 factory, anything can happen to No. 1 after he has 
left. Therefore, Sir, I do not feel  that the doubrs can be 
created by the absence as far as the inspector is concerned, 
because he is only one person and he can only visit one 
factory at a particular time. If anyone wants to do some- 
thing funny, he has all the chance todo it in the absence of 
the inspector; therefore, the purpose which we are aiming 
at, we are not out for the momentto give the service 10(Plo 
satisfaction It may be a question of cost; but until you 
can see your way, financially or otherwise, to appoint an 
inspector to each factory so that he would be there from 
the time the factory begins operating or from the time 
cane weighing begins on a day untilitends, that will be the 
only way that one wuld believe that one gets jrlsdce being 
done to one. 

If there are nineteen sugar factories and jwil have six 
cane weighing inspectors, it that an inswctor will  
have to visit at least three factorks,Thedistrnce between 
one factory and another which he has to visit may be in 
some cases eight or nine milt%, perhaps ten miles. You do 
not know what can happen during the time that imspectars 
are going from one factory to another. 

We are not carrying out our a j i ~ l j  and objects fully 
until we consider appointing cane miphi?g inspectors to 
each factory. I have understood same years ago that a par- 



t icdar cane w e e r  at a factory lost his job by doing 
funny thirigs. You do not have to do h s e  funny tl-s when 
a cane w-ng inspector is on *a spot. You only haye 
to wait until MS motor car number disappears out of the 
yard; then you haw a l l  the chance to do your funny things. 

There i s  something which happens at factories. You 
bring in a bad of canes on your lorry and there is a lot of 
traffic infrontof you. At the same time the cane inspector 
will  have m leave that factory and go to another. In other 
words, when a cane weigher cannot relieve the traffic too 
quickly, you have to wait untiaone bad of canes is unloaded 
and then anotter, and when you get a big blockage at one 
of these big factcrbs, you hiIl have to wait practically the 
whole of a day so as to g ~ t  your load of canes weighed. 
Therefore, Mr. Chnlrman, I. am now complaining t~ tk ,  
Government for this state of affairs and am asking them to 
go inm it ancl see what can be done along these lines. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Chairman, I do not think the han. 
senior member for St. Peter was casting any aspersions or 
anything of d~ sort at the cane weighers, the cane weighing 
inspectors of anyone else. What he meant to say was that 
when a cane weighing inspector appears on a premises to do 
his duty, he should do it inhis official capacity, a d  if he  is  
friendly with a cane weigher at hishonz,he must remem- 
ber that when is an his duty he should not adopt the 
same friendly attitude. That is wmmonsense because the 
people to whom h had to give satisfaction, such as thc 
peasant and t'~, cane cutter, can be very suspicious if 
they feel that there is  too much friendliness between the 
cane weigher and the insmtsr ,  There must be some doubt 
arising in his mind if he sees too much friendliness and I 
think the hon. senior member for StPeter was quite right 
in raising that question. 

As regards what the hon. junior member for St. Jo- 
seph has said, he rhinks that a caneweighing inspector 
must be present at every load of canes king weighed. I 
do not think that is what is intended here at all, Do You 
mean to say that you must have a Food Inspector for eveq 
shop in the Island and when that Food Inspector turns up 
that you run and change the price? That is not their job at 
all. Cam weighing inspectors are to go around inspecting 
and by their experience, they are more accurate than you 
may think. They can tell how many tons of cams are on 
that b r r y  from experience. 

Do not let us drift too far and accuse everybody. I think 
the sugar industry has had enough thrown at it already and 
I do not think the cane weighers who are appointed by the. 
factory o m r s  are put there to rob anybody. No factory 
owner goes and weighs cane; he pays a cane w e i g h  to do 
the job and I do not think any factory owner would suggest 
to his weighers to rob anyone. That would not k fair. 

There are niwreen sugar factories and they are large. 
I do not think what the hob member is complaining about 
has taken place in Barbados in recent years. Let us keep 
this debate on a higher level and let us give justice to 
those people who are operating the sugar industry. Let us 
feel that they are doing a reasonably good job. However, 
that does not mean that we must not be vigilant. I wrnrnend 
the hon. senior member for St. Peter for bringing to the 
attention of the Government complaints which he has re- 
garding the friendly attitude of cane weighing inspectors 
when they are on duty. They should be beyond suspicion 
when they are on duty; therefore they must adopt the atti- 
tude of showing that they are giving fairness to all, 

hlr. SMPTH: Mr. Chairman, it appears to me that the 
last hon. member who spoke misunderstood me. I am not 
accusing anyone for doing anything dishopest, but I would 
like to know what was the purpose of the Government ap- 
pointing inspectors at all. If everything was going well  
relative to cane w e d h g ,  and so on, what caused the 
Government at thaz time to appoint inspectors? I ask that 
because I cannot see it otherwise, nor do Ithink the Govern- 
ment did it in order to find a job for a few persons. 

Sir, I quoted a case. 
12.55 PJIL 

As I said, a particular cane-weigher lost his job 
through this very thig I luww of another plantation which 
has a scalebeam in the yard and weighs every load of 
canes before it goes to the factory. What causes the owner 
of that plantation to go out of his way to put down a scale- 
beam so as to we@ these canes'? The peasant is not in a 
position, financially speaking, to be able to put down a 
scalebeam for the purpose of weighing his canes. I heard 
that one bad of canes was weighed at a particular plan- 
tation and when it got to the particular factory it weighed 
less, but the lorry driver was instructed that if he did 
not get a ticket to t k  effect of the amount which the load 
of canes had weighed at the plantation, he should turn back 
with the canes. He did so. The manager of the factory 
called on the cane weigher to have the canes re-weiaheJ 
and it was found that somebody had made a mistake. The 
hon. member can tea you everythirg which happens in 
Bridgetown, but he may not know everything whichhappens 
in the country. I live in the country. The mere fact that 
the Government saw fit to appoint these inspectors at the 
time showed that somebody was dissatisfied. I said at the 
time that we cannot appoint an inspector to each factory 
because there were quite a number of factories then, but 
some of these factories were going out of existence. I un- 
derstand that amther factory is alsogoingoutof existence. 

However, Sir, since the factories are amalgamated 
you stand a good chance now to appoint one inspector at 
each factory. I do not have any canes to send anywhere 
so as to cause rnetohave any doubt, but you cannot premnt 
your ears from hearing things. As a politician, you should 
be on the listening spot, whether what you hear is right or 
wrong. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, there is no 
doubt about it that when it was first decided to appoint 
these caneweighing inspectors, tkre was justification 
for that move. After the riots of 1937, the evidence before 
the Royal Commission, which investigated these disturb- 
ances, showed that there was considerable ground for 
complaint on the part especially of the small suppliers 
of canes with regard to the accuracy in the weighing of 
their canes. In a year or two after that, the Act was passed 
for the supervision of the weighjng of canes at factories, 
and the responsibility in those days for supervising the 
factory scales rested on thePo1.i- Then in 1951 the Police 
were no longer abb  to carry out that responsibility and 
these caneweighing inspectors were appointed. The hon. 
junior member for St. Joseph was a member of this House 
of Assembly then. There has been a decrease, numerically 
speakirg, in the number of factories operating in the 
island since then, but never have I heard the hon. member 
suggest on any previous occasion that the Government 
should appoint an inspector for each factory. The hon. 
member says that he no longer sends canes to the factories 
himself and I do not know what could have happened within 
recent times to make him think that each factory should 
have an inspector when, for all the previous eleven years, 
this matter never occurred to him. At least it would take 
two inspectors to a factory. You wuld not expect one 
inspector to be at a factory from 6 o'clock cm, when the 
factory starts, undl all hours of the night, when the factory 
continues to operate. A s  a matter of fact, if the factories 
operate for 24 hours you need three inspectors to be on 
guard during the wurseofoperation.Thehon. junior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph woukl be the last person to suggest that 
one inspector should work for more than eight hours a 
day, and if the factories are working for 24 hours a day, 
you would require three inspectors at each factory. You 
would therefore need about 57 inspectors for 19 factories 
which would cost the Government about $90,000 a year. It 
is  extremely thoughtful of the hon. member to suggest 
that this Government could afford to spend $90,000 a year 
on cane-weighing inspectors whentheprevious Government 
never saw fit to spend more than $9,000 a year. 

Mr. Chairman, I am not at all suggesting that either 
$9,000 or $90,000 would not constitute justifiable expendi- 
ture Like this if the circumstances warranted it. If we 
had to spend a million dollars in this direction to make 



sure that the small cane-growers got their just due from 
the factories, that would be justifiable expenditure. It is, 
however, strange that suddenly in 1962 it should be con- 
sidered necessary for us to d e r g o  expenditure to the tune 
of $90,000 a year when, up to now, we are only spending 
$9,000 on these inspectors. There has been evidence in 
the past - there has been well documented evidence - in 
which there have been errors in theweighingof canes sent 
to the factories and invariably those errorswerein favour 
of the factories. That is why, Mr. Chairman, we maintain 
this inspectorate and that is why every single step is taken 
to ensure that these inspectors do their job thoroughly. 
In fact, all inspectors are given instructions to pay sur- 
prise visits to factories and syrup factories, and on each 
visit they are to recall one load of canes to be rareighed 
so as to ensure that accuracy is maintained. In other words, 
an inspector is supposed to have reweighed a bad of canes 
which has been weighed some time during the day. While 
everybody w i l l  concede that there is the lilPelihood of 
errors being wmrnined, yet it is hardly justifiabhe to 
expect that we should expend $90,000 a year when for a l l  
the years the hon. member did not see, or he was content 
to see the sum of $9,000 being spent on these inspectors 
and never said any word as to the insuWciencyofthe 
number of inspectors or that the number of inspxtors 
should be increased. You cannot expect these 19 inspectors 
to work for more than eight hours a day and the Govern- 
ment is prepared to consider taking this s w s t e d  step 
provided that the hon. j&r member for St. Joseph or 
anybody else can convince us that thegravity of the situation 
and the dishonesty in the current operation make this m 
necessary. 
1.05 P.m 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, I do not know if the hon. 
membr  knows about the operation of a factory at all, but 
he is saying that one inspector has to work for m t y - f o u r  
hours, and if he knew how a factory works, be wouM not 
have said so. Some factories start at 7.30 am. or 8 a.m. 
anddosebetween 4 p.m, and 6 p.m. No factory weighs 
canes for twenty-four hours, nor do you get afactory 

canes al l  through ttre night, though the factory 
itself works through the but in order for the hon. 
member to try to make himself believe that he is saying 
something, he gets up and says that. You go into some 
factory yards and see canes on the tractors not migW 
because they were not on time, and in order to be uR&bed 
first tNng in the morning, they are left in the yard. 

The hon. member also said that the inspector can call 
back a load or two of canes which have already been weighed 
so as to prove the weight, but he has me rhhkbg, because 
I know that as soon as a lorry or cart is weighed on the 
weighing bridge, the cams go on to the hoist. You do not 
get lorries up after they have been wla&hed; you get 
them lining up before they are weighed; so I do not know 
how an inspector would be able to recallthat b a d  of canes 
which has already been lifted by the hoist and put on the 
carrier. I am telling the h4inisber now that I do not believe 
what he says. 

Hon. W. k CRAWFORD: On a point of order, Mr. 
Chairman, it fs absolutely immaterial wkther bebelieves 
what I say or not, but what I have said, I repeat. If these 
sqgestions are impracticable and impossible, tell him 
to ask the Minister of his Go=rnment who instituted them 
I repeat, Sir, that this is  one of the instrucdons given to 
the cane -rs and one of the terms of their appoint- 
ment. W e  did not appoint them; so if the suggestion is that 
it is impracticable, the people who instituted it m the 
people who were stupid enough to do it.This is  what I have 
seeninthefibs and Ihavereadfromthefiles. 

Mr, SMITH: Mr. Chair- I always have to say to 
the members on the other side that they are always saying 
that the last Government did this and the last Government 
did that. If the last Government were &mi&ty,rhey would 
not be holding the Government now. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD. On a point of order, nobody 
is saying that b y  were Almighty. AII we are saying is 
that the Supervision of the Weighing of Canes Act was 

amended in 1951 to appoint these six inspectors, and the 
terms of h i r  appointment included this particular pro- 
vision. In other words, when a man was appointed, he was 
sent a list of his duties, and this particular section reads 
as follows:- 

"You w i l l  be required to pay frequent visits to sugar 
factories and syrup plants, and on each visit to recall at 
least one load which has been weigbd  already for re- 

to ensure that accuracy of weighing is maintained 
t h r o w u t  the day.', 

That is one of the oerms of their appointment 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, you would haw? to put 
something in the appointment, but when you know that an 
inspector is going to call back a bad of canes to be re- 
weighed, I want the hon. member to understand that an 
inspector w i l l  never be able to arrive on the spot and find a 
lorry waitiq to be unloaded. He wil l  find some waiting to 
be  weigkd, and I would therefore like to know how he is 
going to call back lorries that have already been weigbd, 
because as soon as they are weighed the canes are taken 
off by the hoist and taken to the carrier. I rernember saying 
when these six inspectors were appointed that they were 
not sufficient, and that there should be more or none at 
all. I do not know if the hon. member was in the House at 
the time, but if he was, and can remember it, he  would 
twist it in such a way as to make it appear as though I did 
not say anythirg. I remember saying on the floor of this 
House that more inspectors should have been appointed, 
because the six which were appointed wuld not do the job 
wll in those days because the were a lot more factories 
than now. Up to now the hon member has not said the 
reasons why the last Government had to appoint these in- 
Spectors. What is the good of having six inspectors and 
nineteen factories when an inspector has to visit three fac- 
tories, and after spending two hours at one factory, he 
has to Leave and go to theothers? If people want to be funny, 
they can be funny during his absence; so we are doing very 
little. If you are up against this thing and want to catch 
somebody doing wrong, haw are you going to catch him? 
It is just like a detective h k h g  for a prisoner at his house 
until he comes back, but leaves and goes back to the station. 
All the prisoner has to do is to peep through a hole to see 
when the detective Leaves, and then go somewkre else. 
You would have to be on the spot all the time if you want 
to effea these things. 

The hon. member is always talking about the last 
Govermrrent, and it makes me believe that they are sorry 
the last Gmrnment is out. You only harp on somebody 
you bw not somebody you hate. You do not want to see 
or hear a person you hate, and all the time they make them- 
selves look ridiculous by referring to the last Government. 
If the last Government did somthing wrong, they are going 
along and doing the same thing. I want the hon. member 
to think of what Iham just said and find om if it is possible 
that what I have said could be trw If is going along in 
the same trend as the last Government, he can do that. 
1.15 p.m. 

Mr. YEARWOOD: Mr. Chairman, the hon. junior rnem- 
ber for St. Joseph does not really understand. I realise 
that he uaderstands that this is age grouping and he has 
been moved from second standard to seventh standard and 
that is the only reason why he wts up on every occasion 
and wastes the time of this Legislature. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, I rise on apoint of order. 
I object to the hon. member saying that I am wasting the 
time of this Legislature. What time am I wasting? nDes 
he mean wasting his time? 

Mr. YEARWOOD: What I want the hon. junior member 
for St. Joseph to understand is that what the Minister said 
about inspectors visiting sugar factories is perfectly true. 
At times the inspector goes and finds eighteen and nineteen 
cane carts already weighed in and he has to call two or 
three of them back on the weighbridge to see if the weight 
was perfectly correct. That is the only way you win find 
out if the cane weigher has given tbe correct weight or 



not. T h  hon. member knows absolutely nothing about a 
factory and that is why he gets up and talks nonsense. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, I rise on apoint of order. 
I object to that. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: What is the hon. junior member for 
St. Joseph speaking on? 

Mr. SW'JX: I said on a point of order. I object to the 
hon. member saying that I am talking nonsense. The hon. 
member is a shopkeeper and he sat there and heard the 
Hon. Premier accuse shopkeepers of giving wrong weights 
and he did not even rise to defend his own shop. That makes 
m to feel that he is doing what the Hon. Premier said 
that shopkeepers were doing. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I rose and made what 
I considered an intelligent point and it was not meant to 
degenerate in this type of argument which we are now get- 
ting. I was quite satisfied with the explanationgiven by the 
Hon. Minister and the point raised by the hon. junior mem- 
ber for Christ Church. It is a pity that it has degenerated 
to this became it gives the wrong impression. It is  de- 
generating into slander: b!lt it was not my intention to 
slander the inspectors, the cane weighers or the factory 
owners. It was raised purely with the intention of stating 
that some of the workers were talking about the friend- 
liness which they saw existing between the inspectors and 
the cane weighers, and the workers saying that they did 
not like it. I do not want the hon. junior member for St. 
Joseph to prolong this debate. He was castigatingthe Min- 
ister on the wrong lim by saying that the Minister did 
mt  know what he was talking about. The inspectors have 
b e n  given the authority to order cane carts to be re- 
weighed after they have already been weighed. They were 
given that authority. The hon. member said that it was not 
true. I know more about it thananybodyelse in this Cham- 
ber. After canes have been weighed at factories, the in- 
spector can call them back and have them weighed. That 
is why I say that we are making too many exaggerations. 
The hon. mmber was exaggerating the point by saying 
that it is no use revisiting a factory because after the 
cans have left the weighbridge, they go straight to the 
hoist. 

I think it is cheapening a debate to get it down to the 
point of who has flour to weigh. I raised the point so as to 
inspire confidence among the cane cutters and peasants. 
I was not speaking from the point of view of increasing 
the number of cane inspectors because I would be a stupid 
man to ask that you increase the inspectorate at this stage, 
because owing to the industrial atmosphere at present, the 
work which the inspectors are doing now is such that they 
are not pressed as t b y  were pressed a few years ago, 
the reason being that there is a better understanding in 
thc industry. 

The question that Head 45 stand part was put and 

resolvedin the affirmative without division. 

Hon. W. A CRAWFORD: I beg to move that this Reso- 
lution for the sum of do now pass. 

Hon. G. G. FERGLESON: I beg to second that. 

The question was put cmd resolved in the affirmative 
w'thout division. 

On motion of Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD, seconded 
by Hon. G C. FERGUSSON, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported to 
Mr. SPEAKER the passing of one Resolution in Committee 

o f  S ~ P P ~ Y *  

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported ac- 
cordingly. 

On the separate motions of Hon. W .  A. CRAWFORD, 
seconded by Hon. G. C .  FERGUSSON, in each case, 
the Resolution was read a first and second time ~d 
agreed to. 

LEAVE TO TAKE ORDER No. 3 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
leave that Order No. 3 be taken as the next Order of the 
day. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
hon. member. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE LEASE OF PAR- 
CEL OF LAND AND BULK SUGAR STORE 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 3 stands in the name of the 
kbn. Minister of Communications, Works, Housing and 
Tourism: To move the passing of a Resolution to approve 
the lease by the Executive Committee to the Barbados 
Sugar Producers Association (Inc.) of a parcel of land 
situate in the City of Bridgetown together with the store 
knows as the Bulk Sugar Store a d  other ancillary buildings 
erected thereon and the machinery and equipment standing 
on the said parcel of land or used in connection with the 
storing or shipping of sugar in bulk from the said store 
at the Deep Water Harbour. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: This Resolution seeks to 
approve of the lease of the Bulk Sugar Store which is capa- 
ble of holding 80,000 tons of sugar to the Sugar Producers 
Association. The Sugar Producers Association has pro- 
mised to sublet it to Sugar Terminals Limited which is so 
to speak, a non-profit making company set up to carry out 
the actual operation of the bulk sugar operations. 
1.25 p.m 

Mr. Speaker, the entire area of land used for the Bulk 
Sugar Store and shipping facilities cover approximately 
3.29 acres. The entire installation which costs approxim- 
ately $5 million was built from funds provided under the 
Price Stabilization Reserve Fund. While provision is made 
for a very small rental of $5.00 a year, it must be borne 
in mind that the sugar industry pays a levy to the Port 
Department of $4.00 per ton for every ton of SW which 
passes through the installation. The amount estimated to 
be derived from the levy for the current financial year is 
estimated to be approximately $640,000. The lease is for 
a period of 99 p a r s  with a provision for its termination 
by notice being given by either party of W years. There 
is also provision in the base for a Maintenance Reserve 
Fund established by Sugar Terminals Limited to take care 
of the general maintenance and upkeep of the installation, 
as  well  as a Replacement Reserve Fund into which money 
is placed annually for the replacement of any machinery 
in this installation. Mr. Speaker, I beg to mow that this 
Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDG: I beg to second that. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I hope that nothing1 say 
win precipitate another debate like the last one we had on 
the last occasion. Sometimes some hon. members do not 
seem to do their home work but, when somebody else has 
prepared his papers, they say that they had the same 
answers. I do not accuse anybody of copying. What I say 
here now is not going to be anythingnew. It is not anything 
directed to this Government which was not directed to the 
last Government; I know that it is right that we  should all 
share in common the contents of leases like this one now 
which comes before the Legislature, and that is  as it should 
be so that we can discuss these matters against a back- -& 
ground of commonsense and good judgment. The Hon. Min- 
ister states that there are two important Clauses, one in 
which you are making provision for aMaintenanceReserve 
Fund and the other is making provision for a Replacement 
Fund. The Hon. Minister has indicated that this is a project 
which costs this country $5 million and I would like to say 
that the provision which is made in the contract is a sound 
provision for this replacement; but I know that there is a 
Clause in the contract whichstipulates that when the amount 
reaches $100,000, the tenant would not be required any 
longer to make this contribution unless the amount falls 
Wow $60,000. I think that the Government should make 
its position quite clear in this matter. I say that the bulk 
installation has involved this country in the provision of 



compensation to workers as a result of the wnstruction 
of the Deep Water Harbour and that is one of the main 
factors of compensation, because the bulk installation has 
released more workers than any of the other sectors in 
the Ikep Water Harbour. You can verywellunderstand the 
reason for that The general cargo is still c o w  and it 
i s  being unloaded by stevedores. The number of stevedores 
who went off are not as great as the number of produce 
porters and people associated with them. 

An agreement was reached to accommodate these 
people. The Government should stop any kind of ignorance 
which is being despatched in certain quarters. I want to 
make my position clear. There are Government back- 
benchers - and front benchers - or Opposition members 
who may be ignorant totally of whathas been passed in this 
House of Assembly. Somebody may be telling people that 
the Government passed money for the workers, that 'Xs' 
million dollars have been passed and put into a fund and 
people have been thrown out of itwhen you have a formula 
for it, the estimate is only the basis on what the production 
i s  likely to be. Somebody said that the $1 3/4 million - I 
believe it was from the outside and,fortunately, I am not a 
member of the Opposition group; but someofthe members 
of the f o m r  Government are giving the impression that 
tbey voted this $1 3/4 miIlion to this Government, the 
G o v e m n t  has not paid out all the money and that this 
money has gone in there and therefore they had more money 
to be given. I keUve  that that type of ignorance is teing 
circulated, because some people ask me what has happened 
to the balance of the money. They think that the Legis- 
lature has voted $1 3/4 million, but the amount which was 
paid out was only $1 1/2 million, and therefore the other 
quarter million dollars is still there to be paid out. I be- 
lieve that that sort of thing, that type of ignorance, is wm- 
ing from sources which know better, but they still assume 
that. I say that the Government should make a stahement 
about this mattef. I sit on a Board and we have dispensed 
with the money we have and an audited statement has been 
made. 
1.35 pm. 

I heard people say they were coming to me, but I am 
very frank and say to them that if I have the money they 
can come and take it up. Ibelieve some would like to corn, 
but they have not attempted it yet 

Mr. Speaker, there is another important matter which 
I think should be drawn to the attention of the Minisher. 
The sugar industry is vital to the Barbados economy, and 
with the provision in this sector that had been agreed upon) 
and more so with what is taking place with Great Britain 
joining the European Common Market and an the like, I 
think it is essential that the Government should set up an 
ad hoc Committeetostudy somoftbimplicatio11~0fthese 
changes with a view to makiq an on-&-spot study of 
these specific problems. I w i l l  say to the Minister that I 
agree with this Resolution and these documents here, but 
as I said earlier, being a sugat producing community and 
doing our best to buttress the sugar industry- and I made 
this plea with the last Government which did not see the 
wisdom in it - the people wnneeted with the bulk instal- 
lation should make a contribution towards a Provident 
Fund for the workers in the Port and to some extent the 
workers in the sugar Mustry, and Iwillgive my reasons. 

Mr. Speaker, a situation like this was created in 
Puerto Rico, and the Puerto Rico Government made pro- 
vision for what I have just stated. As  I have said already 
in this House, time was against me, but I am to study the 
details of the Puerto Rico situation by going to San Juan. 
I have had some information from my colleagues here, 
but I wiU state to the Minister that the two clauses which 
you have put up on maintenance and replacement are 
material clauses m with machinery and buildings, 
but I am sure the Minister will be the first to agree that 
the human factcr is  as important within the context of 
this economic metamorphosis that is taking place in 
Barbados as the machinery. The Union made a demand 
in January 1961 at a public meeting in the Lower Green, 
and I made a plea here in this House. it is  true that the 
plea was not heeded, therefore the Government was re- 
jected. On these grounds, one can see that what I said 

seems to ham found public favour, and I would say here 
today that it is the duty of the Government to impose a 
levy or set up a Committee before they make the imposi- 
tion to study the implication of the redundancy resulting 
from the construction of the Deep Water Harbour and the 
bulk installation, and to make recommendations to deal 
with that as a problem, and not to regard it as something 
of a normal situation and Iwk upon it complacently. 

Now the $5 million that have been granted have been 
granted to put this thing up, Mr. Speaker, and the var- 
ious Schedules "A** and "B '' give an indication of 
what we have to deal with. The Schedde with the list 
of machinery and equipment under A, B, and C gives 
the svuctural machinery by a firm known as Spencer 
( Melksham ) Ltd. and Richard Costain for the construc- 
tion. These things have been put up at the disposal of 
these people. Now I would like this Houseto make a clear 
examination of what this contract means. The Barbados 
Sugar Producers' Association is an organisation of sugar- 
producing elements in this community, leasing tNs from 
the Government and nu- it over to a body known as 
Sugar Terminals Limited; but in truth and in fact Sugar 
Terminals Limited happen to be some of the same people 
who operated as sugar brokers prior to the construction 
of the Deep Water Harbour. I would like to say to the 
Government that of the 158,000 tons of sugar manufac- 
tured in 1962, approximately 8@ was handled by five 
brokers in Bridgetown, and to be precise the names are: 
Mannbgs, Plantation Limited, General Traders, DaCos- 
ta's and S. P. Musson. These fivle firms bandle 8Wo of & 
total amount of sugar manufactured. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a point of order, I would just 
like to correct the hon. member. There are only three 
firms; the firms of S. P. Musson, Manning's and DaCosta 
are all  one firm, part of the Barbados Shipping and Trading 
Company which was incorporated in 1956. 

Mr. WALCOTT: But for this purpose, they do not 
operate as the shipping and Trading Company. For the 
purpose of ,shipping sugar, tbey operate as DaCosta and 
Company, Manning's and S. P. Musson, even though they 
form a joint stock company. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a point of order, the hon. 
member and I do not have any grouse on this matter at 
all, but I have investigated this Company. I have been 
writing for a bng time now a series on capital formation 
and ~mnopoly in Barbados, and you will r e n ~ m b e r  that 
about fim years ago Iasked aquestionof the then Wsber 
of Trade who said there was no monopoly organisation in 
Barbados. This is not an indictment againsttheorganisa- 
tion at this stage, but the hoa member w i l l  also remember 
that they sell shares in their different stores of their 
particular undertakings, but the Balance Sheet of the Bar- 
bados Shipping and Trading is filed with the Registrar, and 
therefore it is really one company; and allthese firms, no 
matter whether they are steamship agents, haberdasher- 
ies, ironmongers or lumber yards, were amalgamated in 
1956, and t h y  are known popularly as the Big Six, which 
the people in Barbados used to take as a term of abuse; 
they are really as a kgal entityone single f i r m  The fact 
that they continue their old contacts, as far as I can see, 
does not alter the Balance Sheet and the Profit and Loss 
account which they submit to the Registrar every year 
as one f i rm  Again I am not quarrelling with the hm. 
member, but when he says thatthere are five people deal- 
ing with shipping sugar in Barbados, I must say that in 
truth and in fact, Plantations Limited as you know is  
a separate entity, and General Traders, as a matter of 
fact have now been bought by Plantations Limited: so that 
boils it down to two p&pg shipping sugar in ~arbados. 
General Traders owned bv Plantations Limited. and Man- 
ning's, DaGsta and ~us&n*s  are one; so that leaves two, 
Plantations Limited and Barbados Shipping and Trading. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no doubt that their letterheads 
and contacts with shareholders or with Czarnlkow in the 
United Kingdom are done through separate offices, but 
I am saying that there are only two firms dealing with 
it purely as a matter of information. It is a questionof 
where he gets his information; I get mine from the Reg- 
istrar. 



Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I not only getmy infor- 
mation from the Registrar, but I aIso know that these 
joint companies can change their name from Shipping 
and Trading and call themselves anything; but for the 
practical purpose of dealing with this specific matter 
of shipping sugar out of Barbados and acting as brokers, 
they act under separate and individual names as DaCosta 
and Company, Manning and Gmpany, General Traders 
and Plantations Limited, and they have a joint company 
for which they have to file returns with the Registrar 
in dealing with the specific operation of these groups 
which they have. 
1.45 pm. 

I am not at this stage going into the question of the 
formation of the company and whether we agree to have 
monopoly companies or  not. That will be the subject of 
another debate. What I am dealing with is that the same 
persons who shipped sugar prior to the construction of 
the b@ installation are now shipping the sugar from the 
bulk installation store, and the public will have some idea 
about the matter that we made a demand for contributions 
from employers and from the workers too already on these 
grounds; therefore, this is  nothing new which we are 
talking about. These people have shipped over 8(PIo of uhe 
sugar in this country. The Hon. Premier has said that 
this is one company; therefore it makes it easier for us 
to get what we are to get. 

This is no argument which we are going to debate on 
the basis that it is something new and we are asking some- 
body to put up something. This is no argument of our 
asking somebody who has decided to build and own a con- 
struction to put up something because the Government 
can get the money out by other means. I say, now that 
this has been done and is functioning, that the Hon. 
Minister must gim consideration to the point which1 have 
made because there is provision in this contract for the 
replacement of the machinery and the building when nec- 
essary, and there are workers involved in the Harbour 
and Sugar Industry generally; therefore, we feel that this 
company should be called upon now to make a contribution 
towards a Welfare Fund for the workers who now exist. 

I do not want that to be confused with anything done 
now. I also hope that this matter would not give rise to the 
debate which we had just now on another matter which I 
raised. I am saying that this company can make a con- 
tribution. The workers already have agreed to make a con- 
tribution of five percent of their basic earnings and the 
employers ham agreed to make a contribution of five 
percent. We feel that this bulk installation Company 
should be called upon to make a contribution and the way 
in which that conuibution should be made should be by 
a sort of tripartite meeting between the company, the 
Government and the workers concerned. The Government 
at as early a stage as possible should set up an ad hoc 
Commitbee to study the implication of redundancy falling 
from the Sugar Industry as a result of mechanisation in 
the industry and the closing down of factories and the 
proposed reduction of factories, with a view to giving 
study to the specific problems of there being a wider 
redundancy and to making preparation to deal with such 
workers of what can be considered as those of ablebodied 
working ages. I do not think these things s h o d  be left 
to chance. I know that the last Government has been 
written already onthesethhgs; therefore, this Government 
is informed of these things and what they have not been 
informed of,they wFU be informed of by the workers* Or- 
ganisation. 

These things should not be left to chance. I am not 
the Leader of the Opposition; therefore I do not propose 
to lead a debate in oppositionon this matter in this Cham- 
ber; but in all due respect to the Hon. M e r  of the Oppos- 
ition. I believe I know more about this matter than what 
other members will know because I am intimately con- 
cerned with al l  the details of this proposition. This is a 
proposition which the Barbados Workers* Union put 
forward from the floor of this House based on sound 
grounds for continuing the situation for the workers 
who are now there. That is the first stage. 

The second stage would be open to anybody. I d o  
not say that other members do not know a s  much as 
I in the setting up of a Committee to deal with this 
matter because that would be on a national basis and 
everybody in the community would know something 
about i t  The specific matter which I rose on earlier 
is the one in which a specific contribution should be 
made for the workers in order to give them adequate 
rewards on retirement or on a question in which they 
have to retire through circumstances beyond their controt 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that the Hon. Minister would be 
in a position, if not today, to say something about this. 
I say 'W not today** because this Resolution deals with 
the approval of this lease and the points which I have 
made are points which I want the Government to study 
and to give s t d y  to as time goes by. The Barbados 
Workers Union would be the last organisation to make 
any impositions on the Sugar Industry which you would 
regard as unfair and burdensome. From a l l  the facts 
before me I know that the bulk installation people can 
afford to make a contribution to the scheme, and they 
should be told so at an early date and should not be al- 
lowed to escape what is an inescapable social need. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Sir, when I listened to what the 
hon, senior member for St. Peter has just said about 
his hoping that this matter would not give rise to the 
debate which we had just now, it is refreshing to those 
of us who have been here for some years to have lis- 
tened to such a sound speech I do not want the hon. 
member to take umbrage to that. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, I rise on a point of order. That 
remark did not apply to the hon. senior member for the 
City. I said some members: I did not think that meant 
all members. 

Mr. MCYI'TLEY: I do my homework. I think Ihave 
lived long enough to know when to waste time and when 
not to waste time. If I agree to anythbg, I just agree 
with it. Newspapers can howl and the people can say 
that I am a lackey for the Government; that matters 
mthiI'Jg to me. 

I worn just like to draw to Your Honour's attention that 
I can remember when Concrete hbcks were first king 
made in this Island, that it was said that the people were go- 
ing to suffer and it was also said wbn they were about to 
put in scramblers at factories that they would cause some- 
body to suffer. I w i l l  only say this. I commend the pre- 
sent organisation for running the Deep Water Harbour 
because apparently it is the envy of Trinidad and tbz 
other Islands; but when it comes to the actual Resolution 
before us, I just want to ask the Hon. Minister this ques- 
don. I noticed quite recently that it took only people who 
are entitled to hold judicial posts in this country to de- 
cide that the Deep Water Harbour is not in Bridgetown, 
and I notice that this kase which this Government is 
entering into with this company has stated thirt the 
Harbour i s  within the City of Bridgetom I am wonder- 
ing if the Hon. Premier being the only legal brains on the 
other side can tell us where this Harbour is situated. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point 
of order. It is uue to say that Your Honour the Speaker 
is the okiest legal luminary whom we have in this House 
arid in this Party, but there are, as a matter of fact, 
other legal brains than us existing in our Party. As a 
matter of fact, we on this side have all the legal brains 
existing in this Chamber. This is m undue reflection 
on the others of my coUeag;ues. If the hon. member says 
that I am the only one person who can speak on thts now. 
well then, I can see with him. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Sir, I have always held Your Honour 
the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker to be away and above 
Party. 
(1.55 pm.) 

As a layman, Mr. Speaker, I would like him to en- 
lighten me on this point. In the Judiciary of this country 



it was decided quite recently that theparcelof land which 
is now forrnirg the b p  Water Harbour is not any part 
of Bridgetown. I have read and I noticed that cases were 
dismissed because it was decided that the -p Water 
Harbour is no part of Bridgetown. What is the position, 
I would like to ask, if this lease is granted and something 
occurs? I do not know if we are right in entering into a 
lease with regard to something which does not exist now. 
I say this in reference to what was said by the hon. 
senior member for St. Peter. What the hon. rnemkr has 
said is quite correct. I have had on several occasions to 
smile and try to correct people who actually had the 
courage to say to me: "Frank Walcott  is the one who 
prevented us from getting the money. He made them put 
it back into the Treasury.** 

I think it was a wicked thing tomakesuchremarks 
in reladon to a man who was valiantly defending the 
cause of the workers. My colleague, the hon. junior 
member for Christ Church, can ten you the same thing. 
I have no doubt that somebody or other was the instigator 
of it. But that is all  sna,W.ty. E m  if it were suggesosd, 
nobody would say that the momy slrould be taken back 
from you. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a business proposition and you 
have people of some business acumen. Some people may 
ask: "What are you doing in renting this land at $5 
a year? ** They are forgetting the revenue that you 
are getting from it by having business people in the 
position.1 want to know what is the legal position as W 
where you are now, having heard the judgment gim 
in the h&hest Court in the island, that this place is not 
in the City of Bridgetown. Will  it be appropriate for you 
to amend your laws before entering into this lease in 
relation to this property in respect of which the judges 
haw held that it is not in the City of Bridgetown? 

At this stage,  i t  now being 2 p.m. of the c b c k ,  

Mr. SPEAKER. It is now 2 p.m. of the cbck and it 
is hardly likely that this debate w i l l  be completed within 
ten rninlltes. This sitting i s  accordingly suspemlsd until 
2.30 p.m. of the clock. 
2.00 p.m. 

On re-assembling, 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, there is m 
quorum present, and I ask that the bell be rung, 

On the bell having been rung a quorum was  obtained.  

QUESTWN TIME 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is now time for Questions for Oral 
Answers. At the last sitting of the House answers were laid 
to Question No. 4, standing in the name of the bn. senior 
member for St. Joseph, and to Question No. 20 sanding in 
the name of the hon. senior member for St. Thomas. As to 
Question No. 4, the hon. junior member for St. Joseph may 
proceed. 

PROGRESS REPORT ON HOUSING SCHEME AT 
LAMMINGS PLANTATION 

W i l l  the Honourable Minister, at his earliest conven- 
ience, make a Progress Report ontheprovisionof a Hous- 
ing Scheme at Lammings Plantation In the parish of Saint 
Joseph? 

Hon. G. G. FERGIBSON: Mr. Speaker, the Reply to 
the hon. member's Ouestion is as follows:- 

"Investigation into the purchase of 2 acres 3 roods 
20 1/9 perches of land at Lamrnings were entered into by 
the Housing Authority and it has been discovered that the 
owners of the land have been living out of the Island for a 
long time and that two of them are now dead. In order to 
obtain an indefeasible tie it would have been necessary to 
acquire the land compulsorily. 

2. The proposal to purchase the land, has however, been 
reviewed due to the fact that there are house spots vacant 
in the same parish; also for the past two years a number of 
the Authority's houses erected in rural areas haw remained 
unoccupied. It is not now therefore proposed to proceed with 
the purchase of land at Larnrnings for the provision of a 
Housing Scheme. 

Mr. SMITH: As a supplementary question, Iwould ask 
the Hon. Minister if it would be possible to acquire this 
same piece of land because it is not agricultural land; it is 
grass land and rocky land. I ask if the Minister would not 
consider buying it immediately for the purpose of the same 
scheme or for some other scheme. 

Hon. G. G. FERGLBSON: There are house spots near 
to the Housing Authority's houses not very far from Lam- 
mings, and they are not evenoccupied. Ido not think, there- 
fore, that it would be wise for the Government to invest 
money in more land when there is land up there today at 
present not being occupied. If we  had any land in the vicinity 
and there was ademand for land, then the Government would 
&e consideration to it; but at present there is land in house 
spots near to Lammbgs Plantation and there is no neces- 
sity for buying any more, You would be having 
land unoccupied, and money which could be used for more 
essential purposes would be used for this purpose. 
2.40 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, again as a supplementary, 
will the Minister let this House know where this land is 
supposed to be that i s  unoccupied, which is near to Lam- 
ming~? 

Hon. G. G. FERGZSSON: Mr. Speaker, for the infor- 
mation of the hon. junior member for St. Joseph, there are 
ten unoccupied spots in the Bissex Hill area. 

Mr. SMITH: Again as a suppkmentary, Iwonder if the 
Hon. Mnister can tell us the distance apart from Larnmings 
to Bissex. 

Hon. G. G. FERGCGSON: Mr. Speaker, Iarnafraid I do 
not know the distances from one place to another in Barba- 
dos very well, and my opinion of close distances and that uf 
Barbadians is wzry much different. ~ w n  if it is in the vi@w 
ity of two miles, I would considkr that relatively c3913e; 

r- - 
DANGERS EXPEREKED ON ROCK HALL R W ,  

ST. '%HOMAS 
6 h 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question No. 20 stands in the name of 
the hon. senior member for $F, Thomas re dangers ex- 
perienced by pedestrians and vehicles in traversing Rock 
Hall Road. 

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Sp&ker, the question reads asfol- 
lows:- 

To enquire of the Appropriate Mnister:- 

Is the Honourable Minister aware of dangers exper- 
ienced by pedestrians and vehicles in traversingRock Hall 
Road in front ofthe Alrnshouse, inthe parish of St. Thomas, 
due to the fact that numerous branches of trees overhanging 
this highway thereby make the road mossy and slippery 
after a rainfu? 

2. W i l l  the Minister therefore take immediate steps to 
have such situation r e d i e d  in order to avoid a major 
catastrophe? 

Hon. G. G. FERGWON: Mr. Speaker, theReplyis as 
follows:- 

%. At the time of inspection &is sectibn of road 
showed no signs of being mossy or slippery 

2. The overhanging trees have bee 

Mr. BATSON: hlr. Speaker, thi 
after rainfall. 



M. SPEAKER: It must be a qclestion. 

Mr. BATSON: Is the Minister aware that after heavy 
rainfag the road is mossy and therefore makes it dan- 
gerous for vehicular traffic? 

fh. G. G. FERGWON: Mr. Speaker, as Isaid, at the 
time the inspecdon was made, there were no signs of moss, 
possibly due to dry weather, but Ihave taken the necessary 
pmcaudon to trim tbc psts in case the road remained 

due to the shade; so that all chances of being mossy 
dlle to shade have been eliminated now that the u-ees have 
been trimmed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as I am aware, no Replies to 
other questions have been laid, and accordingly the House 
nm proceeds to Private Members8 Wlsiness. 

The first order of the Day stands in the name of the 
hon. member for the City: to resume debate on a Resolueion 
re the PnmherBs Financial Statement and Budgetary Pro- 
posals. On the last occasion, it w i l l  be reca;tled that the hon. 
d learned Premier was speakiog at 4.30 pm. when Gov- 
ernmcnt Business was resumed. The Hon. Premier may, if 
b so desires, MW resume. 

HOUSE mU?v¶ES DEBATE ON PREMIER'S 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND BUDGET- 

ARY PROPCsAlS 

H a  E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, at the fime of tbe 
Suspension of this &bate on the Budget Proposals and 
Financial Statenmnt which I made in this House on 26th 
Juoe, 1962, you wi l l  remember that at the time of the in- 
arrupdon that I was speakiw on thequestionwhichhas 
b s e n s o m u c h t o t b 8 f o r e f r o m o f p u h l l c ~ u s s ~  a d  
which out of an the progosals which I made at the time of 
introducing the Financial Statement has given rise to the 
most excibemnt. 

Thc impression which is c m a d  by some of the pro- 
moters of what was cstahllshed asthefirstbrewery in this 
I S M  is that thc Govemmcnt decided to put on some kind 
of duty on beer to make it difficult for the sharehoIders in 
that industry to get any kird of dividend from its operation. 
As I said on the last occasion, Sir, I made absolutely no 
sped& irxpsition on any individual undertaking. The con- 
surmtbn duty, wtrich is not an irnpon duty or excise duty, 
which wasputonattbttimewasonewhichwasputonall 
beer sold in this Island regardless of its source of or- 
2.50 pm. 

That is sormthing which I want made abundantly clear. 
It is most unfortunate that a certain gentleman whom I did 
not join issucwitb,wfiowasinanenterprise in the Island - 
d I am merely cooctrned with the financial stability of the 
mrritory - should cllect to summon extra-ordinary meet- 
ings of sbanhldess to which I have already referred as 
bbg purely polidcaf meabgs, in order to give ths im- 
pression that tb Gowrnment was making some kind of 
poWalfootballofthegedemantur~outofthe brewery 
which has besa operating in this Island during the last nine 
months. The present position today, Sir, is thatthe price of 
bcany manufactured beer is considerably bebw the price 
of imported beer. Prior to tht cotningintooperation of the 
brewcry, the Gow-nt raised a considerable amount of 
rmmue from import duties on beer coming into the island 
w k b r  it was actually sold or not in that financial year. 
Therefore If an agent or an importer decided to import, 
kt us say, 100,000 cases of beer into the Island, he paid 
duty on it wbther it was consumed or not, whether it was 
taken aff the shlves or the counters or whether it re- 
mained there. 

I still mpiotpin, boking at the matter at the time , 
w b n  tbt concessions wen granted to tb brewery, I 

that any cornpany which can declare in its prospectus the j 
kind of dividends that thcy in their wisdom -that is the pro- I 
moters of ths company -- stipulate that they would be in a 

position to pay, would b doing violence tothe spirit of the 
Pionser Must rbs  Act, because the ~ p i r i t  of the Pioneer i 
Industries Act is to encourage and foster the establishment 

of such industries in this Island which without incentive 
legislation - the incentives which are supplied by tk pro- 
visions of the Act - the companies would find it unec0110- 4 
mica1 and unprofitable to establish in the Island. That is 
the essence of pioneer legislation, and under that llegisla- 
tion enormous concessions are made to such industries 
in the interest of employment and in the interest of expand- 
ing the gross national profit of this territory. 

These concessions, Sir, are in the natureof exemption 
from customs duty on the importationof machinery and raw 
materials, exemption from companies tax and income tax 
on the earnings and profits and dividends of the company. 
Those are the main concessions which are usually granted 
when one obtains pioneer status; but then sometimes some 
industries are not satisfied with these concessions be- 
cause if they can find a gullible a d  unsuspecting Govern- 
ment they would try to extort greater concessions from the 
country than the concessions accorded by the Pioneer 
Industries Act -- and this i s  precisely what Banks did. 
They had a concession made in their favour long before they 
began scratching the foundations of the factory; and as far 
as I know, before they decided where the factory was to be 
sited at all and before they began production the Govern- 
ment of this Island in accordance wi th  a request made by 
them raised the duty on inwrted beer from 28 cents per 
proof wine gallon to $L13 per proof winegallon from pre- 
ferential sources, that is, from Commonvealth suppliers 
because we hawe -rid Preference in which there is a 
discriminatory tax against people who are outside of the 
Commonwealth. As I said, the duty on imported beer was 
raised from 28 cents per pmof wine gallon to $W3 from 
preferential sources and it was raised from 35 cents per 
proof wine gallon to $l30 per proof wine gallon in the case 
of that imported from non-preferential sources. The new 
duty t ke fo re  was something like 85 cents increase per 
proof wine gallon or ren cents a pint, or roughly sWhkin& 
eight cents more on a three gill bottle. 

Hon. membexs of this House would nlllcmber that there 
was no beer factory in Barbados wtren that was done. I 
have the letters right here on the & to show w k e  the 
House of Assembly was not awareof what was going on uridl 
they introduced the Bill in kre, except that there was an 
advertisement in the newspaper from somebody who put in 
an applkation before ohis company did so. That company 
was within the Caribbean Federation a s  itwas then called. 
The otbet matter which brought this to the attention of this 
House was the Premier at that time comin ginto this House 
and amending successfully the Customs Tariff Act to im- 
pose an increased priceon imported beer of e&ht cents per 
bottle. We did not have all this public outcry then and there 
was no justification for it because Banks was not in produc- 
tion; Banks had not yet started to build a factory. Before 
they began talking busfness to the Governmentof Barbados 
they made it clear that they were not going to discuss the 
erection of the factory until the Government showed its 
bona f i d e s  or m d a  f ides-  it depends on how you look at it: 
good faith with *at the Government was doingor bad faith 
with the people of Barbados by increasing the price by eight 
cents per bottle. 

Banks went into production sornedme in 1961 and the 
price which the public had to pay just for Banks to con- 
descend to talk with the Minister of Trade was eight cents 
a bottle more for imported beer. 

Sir, this occurred at the time when there was another 
potential brewery in the form of the Caribbean &*bp- 
ment Company, the manufacturers of Carib beer in Trini- 
dad. They had an application before the Government, and the 
Governrent paid absolutely no attention to them, and made 
abso- no attempt, as far as  Ican see - unless they got 
togetkr like Nicodernus at nisht; but as  far as tbe record 
goes, there was m attempt to bargain with the Caribbean 
Development Company to see whether they would be pre- 
pared to come in and manufacture beer in BarbadOS on 
terms less unfavourable to the Treasury of this bland and 
less unfavourable to the consumers than the extortionabe 
berms upon which Banks beer was to be placed on tbe un- 
willing public of this Island. 



Sir, I make no apologies for any of my J3udget pro- 
posals. I only wantm say tint Idid not make any reference, 
kind or Imkind, to the directors, promoters, shareholders 
or anybody concerned with Banks Breweries. The record is 
there. The records of this House can prove that. 

They have decided to play polttics: but if they want to 
play politics, I think the public ought to know the background 
of all of these things. They sponsored two political meet- 
ings for the Barbados Labour Party; one was held at 
Banks Breweries and the other was held at Queen's Park, 
As I have said before, after I made my Budget proposals, 
they decided to sponsor these political meetings. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, I rise on apoint of order. 
For the sake of the record, I think I should correct that 
statement. There is no truth in any meetings being spon- 
sored for the Barbados Labour Party, by Banks Breweries 
or anyone connected there. 
3.00 P.m 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: The hon. junior nlember for St. 
George has said that the statement is not true. The hon. 
member king who he is  and being a paragon of truthful- 
ness and the soulof rectitude and public morality, therefore 
the statement I have made is untrue. If you take it from the 
hon. junior member for St. George, it is untrue; but if you 
look at it in the light of the facts, you wi l l  see if it is true 
or not. Ordinarily, the annualgemral meetins is held once 
a year. The extrawrdinary meeting which was called of 
the Brewery and the shareholders was a disgrace to Mus- 
trial development in Barbados for the simple reason that 
the poor shareholders were hoodwinked into dressing up 
in their Sumlay clothes and they had to listen to a political 
harangue from one of the directors of that Company. It was 
at that meeting that the statement was made that the Brew- 
ery was made a political football, and the gentleman, with 
crocodile tears in hls eyes, decided that he would witMraw 
very reluctantly in order to save the Brewery and in order 
to sacrifice hiniself on the altar of good industrial relations 
in Barbados. But he omitted to tell the shareholders that 
this great sacrifice which he was making was earning him 
something like 56% on his investment over a period of 
eight months. I l e  also omitted to tellthe shareholders that 
he had threatened his fellow directors that he intended to 
sell out the Brewery to an English firm, that this 
bluff was called off by his fellow directors, and they said 
that no matter how bad the Brewery is  doing, they were 
willinp. to take a chance. 

Mr. D'Aguiar - I am not afraid to call people's nnmcs - 
said that he would not say he would not sell his shares, but 
he would honour the firm's wishes. He c o d  not very well 
withdraw his proposal to sellthe shares bcally and he gave 
some of the directors the option to purchase the shares 
which he made available to some of the shareholders. Be- 
fore the political meeting which was sponsored on behalf 
of apolidcalparty, he w a n d  to buy back the shares and he 
only conducted the meeting because he did mt get 
back the shares. If he had got back the shares, there would 
not have been any meeting, It is very strange to me that 
they are trying to scare off the shareholders of this concern 
when he himself made 5@profit out ofthe transaction. You 
can workout 5810outof $180,000. No firm in the world could 
pay a dividend equal to one-fifth of that. Secondly, it does 
appear to me that if you are sincerely interested in the pro- 
motion of your product, in promoting sales, youdo not try, 
unless you are playing politics, to create an image in the 
mind of the Barbadian publicthat yourproduct was too ex- 
pensive to the Barbadian public. I win contrast Ms b- 
haviour pattern with the people who import beer. When the 
Government raised the import duty on beer at the behest of 
Banks in its embryonic stage by 8 cents a bottle, the agents 
of Heinekens beer, misguided as they are, and the agents for 
Tennents beer and other agents of imported beer, did not 
issue any press release and try to impcss  the public that 
their beer was too expensive. Theyaccep&d,although some 
of them questioned the rnodms behintitthe i rn~~si t ion of the 
tax. The then Premier said that Barbadians were drinking 
too much beer. His reason for putting the tax on ths heer 
was that rum was a IOCd industry, Barbadians were  not 
drinking enough nan and they had toput a tax on beer. The 

beer will be a lirt3t more expensive and people would revert 
to drinking rum. 
3.10 pm. 

It is an the record of this House, and the hbn, junior 
mmber for St. Gc~rgc cannot b y  that, because we are not 
all new boys in here. Some of us were and sat down 
and heard it, and it is unfortunate that it i son  the records 
that the Hon. Premier said that Barbadfans were not drink- 
ing enough rum There is a documnt which is missing, 
Sir, but I think I can speak inferentially..... I have f o d  
it, Sir, and members can judgt from this d o c m n t  which 
is dated 20th January, 1959, whether the Premier was 

the truth or  whether the real reason for raising the 
import d m  on k r  was as Ihaw said. The d o c m  1 4 s  
as follows:- 

'To the Minister of Trade, Industry and Labour, 
off- 
Government BuUdings. 

Ikar Sir, 

Applicatbns and Pmpmahs for tbe EstabUshment of a 
Bnwew in Barbadg 

Further to discussions held with you this morning 
with the following mesting, yourself and your Permarrent 
Secretary, Mr. Lui Stephen Psaila, Director of Banks 
Breweries, Georgetown, J3ritish Guiana, Mr. &G. Shsp- 
herd, Mananger of the Barbados fleveloppment Board, Mr. 
D. G. h m c k  and Mr. L. A Corbinof Messrs. S. P. Mus- 
son Ltd., we now set out our proposals for the establishment 
of a brewery to manufacture bar and stout.This approach 
is to be regarded as our formal application for the neces- 
sary conaessions which m essentialfrom Gopernmem be- 
fore any such project can be launched. It is proposed to 
establish a brewery at a costofapproximatelyg25 million 
to be financed jointly by Banks Breweries Ltd. and local 
sharehotders for whichpurpose shares willbeoffered to in- 
herested parties and tb public. Banks Breweries Limited 
a[ British Gulana who m very conwsant wi th  bcal con- 
ditions are producing a first-class betr which has been 
widely a c e  in our territory.** 

Then they go on to give some statistics a b u t  the sales 
in Bridsh Guiana which they said exceeded half a million 
cases of beer per annum, and tb proposal herc was to 
follow the same pattern set by them in British Gulana 
where at present they have approximately 3 1/2 million 
shareholders with a minimum of $50 in one dollar shares. 
It is felt that this would give considerable support to this 
industry here and impose widespread inoerest on the pan  of 
tb public. This has undoubtedly been a Mg factor in British 
Guiana in making it a Mg success. 

"The concessions required are - 
1. Tax holiday for a period of seven years under the 

Interest Free Ordinance; 

2. W - f r e e  importadon of all building materialsand 
equiprrrent to be used fnthemanufacweofbeer and 
sto11t; 

3. An excise duty on beer mantdactured bcally of 12 
cents per liquid gallon imperial for a period of not 
kss than the tax-free holiday; 

4. Duty-free importation of all packaging material 
used, such as bottles, cartons, crown corks,labeIs 
m,; 

5. Permission for the importatfonof breweryplant and 
eqtliprnent from any source required inctding the 
Unitred Stabss of America; 

6. W-fre% importation of all rnabetials and insrsdi- 
ents for use fn the manufacture of beer d stout; md 

7. The raisjng of the import duties on forejgn beer and 
smut to wnform with the recommendations of the 



Federal Customs W n  Ordinance, namely, 60 cents 
and $130 per galbon on other beer and stout respect- 
ively." 

I want to repeat, Sir, that this was their proposal in 
1959. The factory started in 1961, and bng before the 
ground was even broken at Clapham, the Government had 
clapped on an import duty even in excess of what Banks 
Breweries themselves had asked for, because the import 
duty which the Government put on was $1.13 preferential 
and $ U 0  nowpreferential. What Banks had asked for and 
which up to now they are still commitaed to was 60 cents 
preferential, so that British beer would only have a duty 
of 60 ants or roughly 4 cents duty additional in order to 
make it mprofitabk for people to buy imported beer. This 
is the purpose of discriminatory tax; you put it on to dis- 
courage a person from buying a certain product. Do not 
forget, Sir, that a lot of peopb consider that commission 
merchants and so on are unnecessary, but let us remember 
this: the commission merchants in Barbados, the Roebuck 
Street man, the small shopkeeper in the wuntry - I do not 
want to say Barbadians because it does not matter where 
they wme from - are the people who contribute income 
tax, import dudes and companies tax to the wmmunity, and 
when you do this kind of thhg, you are discriminating 
against the people who have been hereplo&hg back their 
profits in the country over a bngperiod of years, educntiag 
their children in Barbados, and not even going to Trinidad 
for a killday. Some of them only go to Bathsheba, far less 
go@ to Switzerlarad or aqthhg like t h a ~  rrnd wtYn you put 
on an import duty, you are venturing into the unknown and 
insoLsd of bearing tbse evils, you are flying to others that 
you know not of. This is the way I bok at things when it 
wmes to weighlng very carahrlly the considerations for 
granting pioneer status. 

Mr. Speaker, my point of view is a very difficult one 
to put over, because there are some people who feel that 
you must have industry at any wst even if it means that 
Barbadians are themselves discriminated against, once you 
are bringing in foreign investment. W e  want foreign in- 
vestment in Barbados, but it does not mean that we have to 
make ourselves doormats, Sir; it does not mean that people 
necessarily expect us to spread out the red carpet so much 
that we become part of the red carpet itself and we are 
trodden over. You have to weigh all the factors very care- 
fully. In all this, I am very glad to see a brewery in Bar- 
bados, but they must take the time from the Government 
lib CRlYbodY 'and not @et up and play.polltics with 
the Government. Politics is our game, and they are not 
good at this game. We are better at this game than they are, 
and theproof of the pudding is in the eating. No industrialist 
can wme here and play politics better than the kin.seaior 
rnernbcr for the City or this Party over here, because in 
this sphere we are supreme in this Island, and you have to 
recognfse supremacy. 
3.20 p.m 

Give mto Caesar the things that are Caesar's. Do 
those things which you are supposed to do; not what you do 
in other countries. It w i l l  not happen here and we do not 
intend that it should happen here. No industrialist should 
choose to take the dme from people like the disappointed 
director of Banks Breweries; tky should take the dme from 
the Governmat which is d o h  everything possible to assist 
in the promotion of industries. If you do not want to take the 
time from the Government, well then, stay out. I wi l l  not 
shed a tear over that k i d  of friend, because that is a Yair 
weather' friend; and we do not want Yair weather* friends. 
If they would want to take tbe time from rhe Government, 
they would recognist that an sections of h cornnxdw 
have gone out of their way to help them, so much so that 
we have deprived ourselves as taxpayers of the privileges 
of having lighter burdens of taxation because when you give 
away $500,000, w b n  we am bsing somtthfng by the ss- 
tabllshment of that industry to the tme of $1/2 million 
which is over 2 112% of our m n u e .  YOU should recoanise 
all of these things.  heref fore, every S-- industry W-ming 
into this Island has aot to b o k  at it in the smcial wnsidera- 
dons which surro& this dewbpment. - 

The lttber goes on to say this:- 

'With reference to number seven," - No. 7 is where 
they asked the Gowrnrnent to discriminate against impon- 
ed beer long before they began to put up a factory and, as 
far as I know, began to purchase the land - "it is wn- 
sidered that the present duties in Barbados of 28 cents and 
35 cents per gallon on British and foreign beer respectively, 
plus a four cents package tax, are too small to a l b w  ade- 
quate protection from imported beer.** 

That was on 20th January, 1959. Ih not forget that Dr. 
C&s came to the House and tokl hon. members that 
the reason why he had put on this tax was because Barba- 
dians were not drinking enough rum, Iam reading this let- 
ter and any other hon. member can read it, including the 
hon. junior member for St. Gear* I am not concealing 
anything. The gloves are off; this is a dingdong battle. 
They said that the duties are too smaR to allow adequate 
protection from imported beers. 

If Banks beer cost tb sam to produce as  inlported 
beer, Banks Breweries without getting a single concession 
from Government would have h abk to sell their beer 
at least two cents a bottle cheaper for the same size of 
bottle. Most of the beer which we  get bcre is Dutch beer 
and it comes from non-preferenrial sources. They could 
have sold Banks beer three mts cheaper, but they wanted 
more than that. They wanted something like ekven cents 
a bottle differential without any kind of wncession. They 
wuld have wrne in here, put up their factory, paid income 
tax and still had a discriminatory tax of as much as three 
cents a bottle. 

That was not enough; they wanted severalconcessions 
from Government and the sting was in the taiL They said 
to the Government: "I do not care what you tell the memo 
bers of the House of Assembly; before we begin to put up a 
factory we want you to charge eight cents more on a bottle 
of imported beer.*' Here it is: we have an increase in Civil 
Servants* salaries which is taking us $4 million more. They 
talk of our breaking faith with them. W e  have not even car- 
ried out the letter of the law in reducing th tax on beer 
from non-British sources. At that time they said: 'We 
recommend the raising of the import duties on foreign beer 
and stout to conform with the recommendations of the 
Federal Commissioner S.'*& that time there was the rcport 
of the Orion Committee, and in making these Budget pro- 
posals the only departure which I have made from the 
Orion recommendations is that I did not bwer the duty on 
imported beer to 60 cents which would be a further whit- 
tling down of the concessions made in favour of Banks 
Breweries. Far from lowering the duties, I put on a con- 
sumption tax on all b r  which would send up the price on 
imported and local beer by the same money. According to 
the oerms of the agreement, the import duties on beer 
could have heen lowered to 60 cents. This is what I said in 
my Budget proposals: 

"I propose to reduce the tariff on beer and ak, 
stout and porter from $1.13 preferential and $130 general 
m $1.03 and 81.09 per gallon respective1y. In effect, thcre 
wi l l  be no charge in the customs duties on beer and stout, but 
there will be a consumption duty which w i l l  apply to both 
imported and locally produced her and stout." 

Tbey mnt on to say this in the letter:- 

"It can be pointed out that in British Guiana the local 
brewery enjoys a defcrendal of $1.15 a galkm on all 
British W s  and $1.80 on foreign beers between excise 
and import dudes and in Trinidad, Carib beer enjoys 65 
cents differenttal on British beers and $1.28 on foreign 
beers." 

In Jamaica, 84 QntS a gallon a d  in Barbados the dis- 
crimination in fawur of Banks Breweries is h.02 per 
gallon and the imported beer alsohastopaypackagetax 
which is probably another six or eight cents. The method 
by which Ihave arrived at the overall figures I have already 
stated. Let us say that they enjoy a differential of about 
$130, but tomorrow mornixg I could cut that down to 70 
cents, b e b w  Trinidad, Jamaica a d  ewrybody else. Some 
hon, mmbers may ask why I did not do that. Wen, I was 



not concerned about penalising Banks Breweries. I am con- 
cerned about revenue. Banks had signed an agreement sug- 
gesting that the differential should be 60 cents a gallon. The 
last Gowrnrnent made it over a dollar and when they went 
into production they were told: 'We know that a Customs 
Union would mean reducing this differential to 60 cents.** 
The import duty should be reduced to 60 cents hecause the 
Tariff Customs recommended that for the end of the year. 
Beer coming from Trinidad or from any British source 
could have come in here only at 60 cents a gallon. Beer 
from these sources have a totaldiscrimination in favour of 
Banks of well over adollar. How thencan one of the direct- 
ors of the local Brewery say that the Government was 
breaking faith with the Brewery because they had some 
kind of understanding with the last Government and so we 
are breaking faith? Let me get this clear once and for all 
so that everybody will know exactly where he stands. Any- 
thing which I see that the Government is committed to, I 
regard and I am prepared to honour it. I am having some 
trouble right now with the Northern District Council in 
trying to make them understand that any agreement which 
has been entered into I have to honour. They are a young 
Council and I have written them a long Minute to the effect 
that as a matter of principle, ally bindingagreement which 
has been entered into by a previous Council must be hon- 
oured. As I say, they are aIl young and inexperienced and 
I have to guide them onquestions of policy. What I say about 
the Northern District Council applies to this Government 
as well. If any imlucenmt were offered to anybody, as 
long as I am satisfied with its legality, whether I agree with 
it or not, this Government will  be prepared to honour that 
agreement until we have anopportunity legally to change it. 
We do not intend t alter the conditions of service of any 
Civil Servant just because we do not like a man's face or  
his politics or what, but I want to say that I do not regard 
any agreement made behind a tamarind tree in the dead 
of night as biding on this Government. Do not tell mC? that 
you have had an understanding which cannot bear the light 
of criticism in this Chamber. W e  have had an understanding 
that in respect of the Bagatelle quarry, the Minister% 
name must not be called when they came to a decision about 
that quarry. As long as sonlebxly was put in an unfavoura- 
ble position where they were relying on this legal contract 
with the previous Government, constitutionally w e  are 
bound to follow it until we can change it if we disagree 
with it; but do not bring this tamarind tree agreanent 
made behind sombcdy 'S paling in the dead of night and say 
that you have an understanding with that. I have to look at 
Government documents, Government files and the official 
records in this Chamber. Ido not feelmyself constrained to 
go around and find out what sort of agreements have been 
made. The only people apparently with whom we have 
broken faith right now are the taxpayers because we have 
the right to reduce the tax on local beer, but I have not 
decided to do that yet; however when the new Customs 
Union comes in, whatever the Customs Union says to do, 
we will  have to do. That is therefore a word to the wise; 
until the Customs Union wmes in we do not find it neces- 
sary to reduce the margin of difference between the bcal 
product and the imported product. I have tried to act with 
these people more favourably than they deserve. 

I have h my hand the Prospectus of Banks Breweries 
(Barbados) Limited and I want to read from the Prospectus. 
The Company was incorporated in Barbados on the 19th 
March, 1959 under the Companies Act 1910 of Barbados 
for the purpose of brewing and bottling beer. The total 
capital has been estimated at an amount of $2.1 million 
made up as follows:- 

Cost of Prekdnary Expenses $100,000; 
Architect fees 60,000 
Cost of buildings 407,500 
Supervision as per Estimates 
prepared by Banks Breweries 
Ltd. British Guiana 1,282,500 
Preliminary Expenses and 
Expenses of this issue 35,000 
Working Capital and 

cont&gencies 215,000 

That was the invitation to the publicto subscribe their 
hard earned money to Banks. In this Prospectus they set 
out this:- 

"In keeping with this policy of encouraging investment 
in new industries, the Government of Barbados has granted 
the Company the following exclusive concessions." 
3.40 P.m. 

"(1) Under the Pioneer Industries Act, 1958:- 

(a) A Tax Holiday which means that the Company 
w i l l  not have to pay lncome Tax or Trade Tax for a period 
of seven years from the date when sales commence and 
that any dividends paid in Barbados in respect of profits 
made in such period w i l l  not be taxable in the hands 
of Shareholders." 

That was misleading statement No. 1; it is not true. 
When I said the other day that there is a law in the United 
Kingdom and America about making statements in a pros- 
pectus, it is because companies which have highpromotion 
departments or the services of promotors or good adver- 
tising people available at their disposalcango and put over 
anything. I am not saying that Banks did it in this case, 
but you can judge for yourself. You can put over anything 
to the public because you can induce a person to contri- 
bute to a company. This started as the South Sea Bubble 
way back in the 18th Century where they had to pass the 
first restrictions against joint stock operations, There is  
gold in El Dorado; so what happens now? You get respected 
people in the community, stockbrokers and so on in the 
United Kingdom going to gaol for slipping up for what they 
say in a prospectus. You have to be careful of what you say 
in a prospectus, because the penaltyfor making a fraduknt 
statement in a prospectus is detention in gaoL That is the 
Penalty in w r y  industrial country. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of order, I would like thy 
Hon. Premier to read that part again, because I was not 
quite clear. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I win read it againbecause peo- 
ple think I am making wild and irrational statements. I do 
not want to repeat what I said, but I w i l l  read what the 
hon. membar has asked for. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member did not make a point 
of order, he has only asked thePremier to read over some- - 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: "In keeping with its policy of 
encouraging investment in new industries, theGoverment 
of Barbados has granted to the Company the foIlowing ex- 
clusive concessions:- 

Under the Pioneer Industries Act, 1958:- 

(a) A tax Holiday which means that the Company w i l l  
not have to pay Income Tax or Trade Tax for a period of 
seven years from the date when sahes commence, and that 
any dividends paid in Barbados in respect of the profits 
made in such period will not be taxable in the hands of 
Shareholders.** 

I say that statement is untrue, and the hon. junior 
member for St. George can get IQ and tell me that it is not 
an untrue statement. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He cannot do so unless he is on a point 
of order or elucidation 

Mr. MILLER: On a point of order, I think I will be 
granted an opportunity to speak after the Premier on this 
matter, and I wi l l  not interrwt him at thfs stage. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: The hon. member w i l l  not have 
any opportunity to speak after m. The oneperson who w i l l  
have an opportuntty is thehon. senior mmber for the City, 
because as far as  I understand this is his Resolution. 

~ r .  MOTTLEY: I must thank the Hon. Premier for 
clearing IQ that point, because I was a bit confused. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I am saying that that statement 
is within the prospectus and it is an untrue statement, and 



I am prepared to say in a court of law that that statement 
isunvueanda~pearsinaprospectus.IintroducedaBin, 
I think it was last Tuesday,Mr-Speaker, and when m m -  
bers come to debate that Biu, they will see how the state- 
ment is untrue. I win continue to read: 

"(b) The right to import building materials, machin- 
ery, and cquipmcnt for the Company's brewery 
free of all import duties." 

That statement is true. 

'2. By an order made under the Customs Tariff (Amend- 
ment) Act, 1959, the right as pionber manufacturer to im- 
port materials of a l l  kinds for use in its production free of 
all import duties." 

That statement is also true. I am not trying to say that 
they are all untrue statements, but I am saying that the 
statement where they satd that the Government had given 
them, not a guarantee, but had granted to them these, con- 
cessions - and it was not a misprint either - was an un- 
true stat~ment. Why did Mr. D'Aguiar not tell his share- 
holders this at the political - he held when he part- 
ed company from them?They then showed that the Demra- 
ro brewery had captured 84% of the beer market in that 
country, leaving only l& to imgow beer, and they hoped 
to do the same thing in Barbados.They staoed that the local 
brewery w i l l  capture 8t% of the local sales; so when you 
study that, the last Premier OI.@ to have known, if they 
intended to capture 8@ of the market, he would be losing 
8@% of the import duties which the Treasury was then de- 
riving from foreign beer; but they did not tell the public 
anything about this. They said; "Oh, you are not drinking 
cnotlgh rum; so we win put eight cents on beer ." But even 
rhat eight cents was to be w&ed out soon. They then went 
on to make statements about the quality which I make no 
pretensions asto whether they are true or untrue, because 
I am not a Banks addict. 

The most interesting part of their prospectus, Sir, is 
the one which deals with the profit estimates, and I want 
to read that. It Ls as follows:- 

'Two detailed profit estimates have been prepared to 
Banks Breweries Limited of British Guiana. Estimate "A" 
is based on total sales of one millicm gallons per mum. 
Profit estimates are based on an anticipated selling price 
to the distributors of $3.50 per carton comaining 24 ten 
ounces bottles of beer, and $S.% per carton of f o r t y w t  
six-ounce b o t h  of stout. The anticipated price tothe or- 
dinary retail shops is $4 per carton of beer and $5.70 per 
carton of stout, and to the consumer in the shops, 20 
cents per ten-ourrce bottle of beer and 15 cents per six- 
ounce bottle of stout." 

They saidthatthemanonthesueetwassupposedto 
get Banks beer at 20 cents a bottle, and stout at 15 cents 
a bottle. What did it actually sell at before the tax? 

In the estimates of profits no account has been taken of 
the possible sale of 'malt b e v e r w  *, but the production and 
sale of this item might considerably improve the profits. 
It couXd be produced profit&@ to sell at 10 cents per six- 
ounce bottle in the ordinary retail shop." 

I want to stop tkre and digress for a moment. You 
w i l l  remember that I said last week that Banks Breweries 
had applied to the Government for pioneer status to manu- 
facture a malt beverage. The hon. member for St. George 
corrected me when I said it was stout, 
3.50 p.m. 

Now, Sir, what they put in their prospectus was that 
their malt beverage was to sell at ten cents a bottle which 
was the same thing as aerated beverages, and they said 
that by them at ten cents abottle, the profit margin 
which they were going to make in the brewery - to quote 
their words correctly -- ''the production and sale of malt 

would considerably improve the profits of the company**. 

When they put up the proposals p us a coupk of months 
ago, they said that malt beverage was to be sold at f & e n  
cents a bottle. They told the public that they would sell it 
at ten cents a bottle, but they wanted pioneer status to man- 
ufacture it. They further told ustbatthcymre m t  going to 
employ one additional person or invest any more capital. 
Wther it is malt or molasses I do not know. 

I ha# been to dances and shghgs and I have seen malt 
beverage. There is  one called 'Crown MaltD. I do not know 
if h has an alcoholic content but it was sold at 45 cents 
a bottle. What we told them was this. The Merential be- 
tween your selling malt and the price of the imported pro- 
duct was so great that you did not need any protection, and 
therefore in view of the factthatthepurpose of the pioneer 
industries legislation was to relieve the unemployment in 
this Island, in view of the fact that you haw been exempted 
from income tax in normal circumstances, we did not see 
what b e d i t  our giving you pioneer status w i l l  be to this 
country because you yourself have said in writing that you 
did not intend toemploy onesingle worker in the production 
of this product. Hon. members will be able to judge whether 
we were right or w r o w  That is what we said and we com- 
municated our decision in writing to the Directors of 
Banks Breweries. 

Not one word was mentioned of this at the big political 
m which they held under the guise of a meeting of 
the company. That is absolutely fantastic. Ihave seen young 
peopk who are working for not so very large wages going 
to dances and b u m  malt at 43 cents and 50 cents a bottle. 
The Directors of Banks Breweries said at first that they 
were going to sell it at ten cents a bottle, but according to 
what they told us they said that they were going to sell it 
at fifteen cents. Now, the difference between what they ton 
the public in their prospectus and what they told the Gov- 
ernment in 1962 in my opinion -- and I am merely express- 
ing my opinion: it may be worthless - was not due to any 
cost in production or rise; what they felt was that if they 
had put it at ten cents a bale it would be too competitive 
with the peopk who were making beverages here and w b  
had to pay income tax and companies tax. 

This is a non-alcotaolic beverage whichtheyproposeto 
make. Why should they not pay tax too? Why should Barba- 
dians be inflicted with taxation when people come in here 
and are granted pioneer status to do certain things and 
then they want to do other things without paying taxation? 
Is it because of the acquisitiveness of ,certain capitalists 
in the region, the acquisitive insrinct o f m w m o n e y  just 
without showkg what benefit it would beto the community? 
That was our approach to the matter and I make no apolo- 
gies for it. Therefore, we refused the applicationof Banks. 

That was something for them to tell the shareholders 
if they had a case, but they did not elect to tell the share- 
holders about that. Tbey said not one mumbling word about 
this. Banks beer was costing the taxpayers of Barbados 
$500,000 per year because that would be the effect on the 
revenue of the Island if they had continued uninterruptedly 
in the way they were going o n  They w e n  costing us that 
money. That is money which we would have got in if we 
did mt  grant them the concession to come in and manu- 
facture beer. W e  were getttngthat momy and from the time 
Banks Breweries started production, down went the re#m A 
and up went the profits of Banks. 

Profit Estimates (A) discbses an anticipated net profit 
of $318,116 which might bedisposed of as follows: Dividend 
of l@% on share capital of $1.6 million, 8160,000; to build 
Reserve Fund $158,116, making atotalof $318,116. In other 
words, the first year they could pay 2@%, but they decided 
to put away a cenain amount to the Reserve Fund. 

In Profit Estimates (8) they anticipated net profit of 
$897,000 which was to be disposed of as follows: Divided 
of 3@3 on $1.6 million of share capital, $480,000. Mm 
fund $417,600, thus maWng a total of $897,600. If they did 
not put aside any money so as to build UP the Resew 
Fund they would hove made 60% profit. 



This is what they told the public. The net profit made 
by Banks Breweries in British Guiana on the first year's 
operation was $717,814.57 on a sale of 585,000 cartons of 
bear aquivalcnt to L05 milZion gallons. 

I want to turn back a liale. They said that it is esti- 
mated that Banks BrcmraS of Barbados would SU 500,000 
galbns of bear or half million gallons in the first year. 
I just referred to the rising to one million galbns within 
the first five years which they said that they would be 
making. The gross profit before money was set aside to the 
Reserve Fund was 59.FPbonnearly 6@and that is what they 
expected to make bng before the pioneer period etapd.  
They expected to make a profit of something like 6U!b,and 
2rPlo in the very first year. 

What has happened now? Nothing has happened; there- 
fore let them go ahead and make the profit. If they want to 
get their produce sold, they should stop go@ around day 
after day in the Press in their anxiety to embarrass the 
Government of this Island, telling the consumitlg public 
that their beer is too expensive. I want to tell the consuming 
public sornethirg now: I do not care how many meetings 
they choose to have with the hlinister of Finanoe, the tax 
on beer is not coming off -that is as clear and it is  as true 
as John I& 16 - before the 31st March, and it may not 
come off if the finances of this island do not warrant any 
relief in  this direction. You do not put on a tax as a joke. 
These projections were made after very carefulestimates, 
taking ewrything into consideration -the elasticity of sup- 
ply a d  demand and every conceivable form of calculation. 
A period of nine months is not sufficient time to show 
what the operation of the tax is going to have on the economy 
of the Island, far less eight or nine days as they want to 
stampede me into taking off the tax Which Minister of 
Finance allows an industrialist to tell him what tax must 
come off? In other words, you must follow the words of 
the calypso: "You are wasting your time."Iam taking this 
time to say that if there is anybody who has broken faith 
with anybody else, it is Banks Breweries who have broken 
faith with their own shareholders and the general public. 
They say that for retsnie reasons which were within the 
legal and moral authority of the Government, because we 
put l on a consumption tax, we were breaking faith with 
them with this tamarind tree agreement and making a poli- 
tical football of the company. To say that, nothing could 
be further from the truth. I have no personal animosity 
against any of the directors of Banks Breweries; I choose 
my friends and they choose theirs. Id0 not approve of some 
of their friends and they do not approve of some of mime. 
It is the principle of the maximum socialadvantage for the 
community as a whole. Your tax policy is as much a part 
of your political philosophy as any kind of legislation you 
can introduce for social benefit. 

Mr. Speaker, I was drawing your attention tothe state- 
ments which have been made in the prospectus ard, as I 
said before, the prospectus is the sort of Manifesto of the 
Company. A Manifesto is the prospectus of apolitical par- 
ty. The prospectus of a Company is the Manifesto of the 
company. The reason why I spend so much time on this 
mataer is that I said last week that they had said they would 
make a profit of 2CPlo and eventually 46% and the director 
said that he never said so. They may not have said so in 
oerms of percentage, but on the figures published in their 
prospectus it shows that the profit was in the region of 6U!b 
instead of 43% and that is the kind of industry which was 
given pioneer stams. We will mt  take away their pioneer 
status because we w i l l  honour the terms of an agreement 
which has been entered into; but as far as these s u b  msa 
agreements are concerned, Iammt concerned with them or 
with any undertakings given at luncheon parties, dinraer 
parties or at any clandestine between any under- 

and the Government of this country. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot make my position any clearer 
than that. Having dealt at some length on that I can only 
give words of advice to the present people who are running 
the company. If they want to increase the sales of their pro- 
ducts, they should desist from allowing anybody to make 
any political football of the company. They should desist 
from impressing upon the general public that the Govern- 
ment has made their beer too expensive to drink. I would 

suggest that the kind of advertisement they should make is 
to say that Banks Beer is worth twice as much a s  what is 

paid for it. I would say that even if the public had 
to pay a dollar for the beu, the company was still doing 
them a favour; but thy,  in their anxiety to be political 
say: 'The Labour Party is in its revival and therefore let 
us call a m#tiog in Queen's Park and one in Clapham and 
tell the public that the price of bees is too high*' They did 
not realise, Mr. Speaker, that in carrying out this invidious 
campaign they were cutting their own throats. Ido not want 
to hear any more rum talk inthis country. The sooner they 
get down to doing their job, the better it will be for them. 
I would only mention that in the United Kingdom the duty 
from rum, beer and tobacco account for 50% of the Gov- 
ernment revenue of that country. The English people, or I 
should say the people in the United Kingdom, have battle- 
ships to maintain, and navies both of the air and of the sea 
to maintain. They have to keep the Empire going and they 
have to keep the flag waving as  much as they can. 
4.10 pm. 

They ham to indulgein atomic research, and this gives 
you, Sir, an idea of tb tremendous task of running a Gov- 
ernment; 58% of all these funds expended in the United 
Kingdom come from rum, beer, whisky and tobacco. When 
you look on this side of theoceanand the picture bare, you 
find that wederiveperhapskss than2afrom these dudes; 
so there is a bt of leeway tomake up. I would be very dis- 
honest to premnd that this L the last time in the history of 
or in our life dme that we aregohg to m any increase in 
the duty of rum, beer and tobacco, ifthe standard of living 
of the people of this Island is going to be raised. Whenever 
we are in a tight corner, I would prefer to put the duty on 
rum and bear than on food and &thing. Some hon. members 
would haw been only too glad to see me do that. I do not 
think they themselves would do it, but they are Vying to 
encourage me to put taxes on food and clothing, because 
they want to see u s  out of office; but they forget that I eat 
and wear c-s too, and that children have to eat and 
vlrcor cbthcs. I & not have to drink rum nor do chLZdren 
have to drink beer or smoke c&aret~es; but they eat food 
and wear The Producers Associadnn in British 
Guiana has called for one cent increase in rice. The price 
of rice in Barbados is 30% to 38hbelow what it is in Anti- 
gua and theother Islands that do not have as high a naticRIal 
incoxm per capita as wehave in Barbados; peopk who work 
for less pay more for rice. &spite all that, despite the 
$133,000 W started off with in June by being short after 
the Budget Proposals, we had nearly a $2.9 million gap 
between our revenue and our expenditure or vice versa; 

lllhUS $3 After theWdgetpr0p0SalsI 
reduced it to $133,000, but we had certain commitments 
cropping up durkg the past few weeks which may make it 
even more. &spite all that, this G o v e r m t  intends to see 
the price of ricedoes not go up. In other words, somewhere 
or the other I am going to find $l8O,OOO without increasing 
taxes to subsidise rice, because I realise school children 
eat rice; but do not come a d  cry any crocodile tears to me 
about rum in this year or any &years; it is a different 
matter altogether. Do not kt the hon. member for St. Jo- 
se& or any h r  mcmber tell me to tax shoes, because I 
am not interesoed. I am not interested inixxes on rice and 
mamers of that kind; that is like etting blood taxes when 
you tax people's food, ahhoughtfiere are some commodities 
on which they have to pay package tax, Unknown to the 
general public, we subsidise sugar all the time, although 
sugar is produced right here in Barbados. I did not do 
anythins about that. 

Hon. members made proposals in the course of the de* 
bate on this Resolution. I do not know if the hon. senior 
member for the City is going to be in his place, but I take 
some of the proposals seriously and some I do not take 
seriously at all Some of them I will consider. Hon. rnem- 
bers have suggested ways in which additional revenue can 
be  raised, and I am prepared to listen to any proposals 
that come from any quarter, because I am not omniscient, 
all-- and all-knowing, and therefore if anybody gets 
up and makes a suggestion, I shall make a note of it and 
examine it criticany and see what canbe done. There is m 
necessity as for as I can see to impose any more taxes on 
the people of this country for therestof the financial year; 
so mesnbers can relax a bit; but the more commitments 



are created on the Tmsuryofthis Island, we will have to 
meet the cost of these Ltems from some source. 

We are at the present moment discussing with othe~ 
Governments the possibility of getting assistance from 
them. W e  do not turn up our noses and say we do not need 
milk W the last Government which was offered milk and 
declined to accept it. If we get miIk for children, we win 
take it. We are not too proud to take milk to save the 
taxpayers some money. If we canget machlnery and equip- 
ment, we intend to take it. lam in business with whoever is 
givLng away. This is  the part *re we have no pride at al l  
in this matter. I dare say if Russia decided to give away 
something, we would haw: to think twice before we declined. 

. W e  Gould have to think very seriously if the Russians came 
in here wmorrow and said they are going to give us $15 
million, as long as they do not want to do like some industri- 
alists and tell the Government how to sun the country; but we 
know from experience that they usually want to have 
strings atcached. If they would give money away without 
any strings, I would take it from Russia too, and I would not 
apologise for that; but when you haw to pay for something, 
it is a different matter. 

If hon. members on the opposite side make a sugges- 
tion, I will listen to that suggestion, because we have to 
pay for something: and any source we can get money from 
we are prepared to examine dispassionately, without ran- 
cour and without malice. The only reason why I have gone 
at great length and taken great pains to explain to members 
of this Hon House the detaFZs and the motives of the recent 
tax imposition, is because wry  mis&adW statements have 
been made in public and in the Press which might make a 
certain amount of despondency and alarm not only amongst 
local inhabitants of this Island, but in the ranks of those who 
may be prepared to assist us  from abroad. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, it is  unfortunate that the 
Hon. Premier realising that we wLU have to close this de- 
bate at 4.30p.m. continued untile25p.n~~ resulting in a b t  
of unnecessary filibustering. Tbere must be some reason 
why he does not want us  to be heard. The debate started 
and I had no intention whatever of joining in the &bade on 
his Budget Speech. I think the Premier Brad everybody in 
Parliament is  aware of this, and it was hecause my deputy, 
the hon, junior member for St. Joseph had handkd it so 
well, and it was not at a l l  necessary to add to anything he 
had to say; but now hearing the sort of speech you would 
expect from a platform, tke Hon. Premier last Tuesday 
started off by saying that Mr. D'Aguiar would discover that 
he was a different sort of animal to Jagan in British Guiana 
Jagan in British Guiana would say all this on a public plat- 
form, but he would have to rely on the cover and protection 
of Parliament. W e  were promised a statement by the week- 
end on Banks but nothing has happened and before I left 
somebody telephoned me..,.. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Onapointof order, the only rea- 
son why I have not released the statement on the operation 
of Banks Breweries is that I did not think it a matter of 
courtesy to this House that I should release a statement 
having started off a debate in this Chamber, and I am sure 
Your Honour will agree with me; but if the hon. member 
wants it down in writing becausehe could not digest it in the 
way i t  was served up to him nowshe w i l l  have it very short- 
ly. He need not have any fear. 
4.20 p.m 

Mr. MILLER: You haw beard all these promises and 
he said that it was coming at this week-end. Sombody rang 
me on the *hone and asked m if it were poss~k to pin 
him down to letting us know wtEthcr he meant this Tuesday 
or which Tuesday in which month in which year. W e  are 
accustomd to them promises. 

Sir, I want to rend Dr. Cummins'speechin Parliamnt 
on 3rd March, 1959. 

Look at the cowardiceof his act l -the Hon. Pre- 
mier in his responsfik positiontellingpeopleinthe indus- 
try lilPe Banks Breweries an these things. This copy of 
Hansard is likely to come into the hands of industrialists 

all over the world. He has seen the flight in industrial 
capital from this country. Now he is hr- this country 
to a form of despair. If you would enly judge his cowardly 
manner by the way he dealt with it today knowing that he 
was protected by Parliament l You k u d  him saying last 
week that he was a different animal to what they had in the 
jungles of British Guiana. Look at the way he has got be- 
hind the walls of Parliament to do acornpany injury know- 
ing that aII that we in this country can depend on is MW- 
trial capital and industrialists coming to the country. The 
Hon. Premier knows what is taking place in this country 
with our population, Can we continue to depend only on the 
canes which we grow? He knows too well that to increase 
production you have W take people out of the land. The hon. 
member lives like some trapped animal. Look at him there I 
Look at him like some trapped animal with his coat torn 
and his tail hanging low l 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point 
of order. We are getting a great deal of amusement from 
the hon. member. What the hen, member wants me to do 
is to get up and stop him, but I would Uke the hon. member 
to continue in the same strain because I have to pay $1.50 
for this kind of exhibition. 

Mr. MIUER: The Hon. Premier is always referring 
to the group of rolling stock of the Barbados Labour Party. 
He is trembling like a trapped animal as to what is going 
to happen. Already he sees the smoking timbrelsof battle; 
he hears the war cry and thebowls. He knows it as he runs 
this country into danger and hunger. He proposes to call 
himself the Minister of Finance. Is thc Minister of Finance 
made by the Advocate? 

Mon. E. W. BARROW: I do not know. 

Mr. M U R :  Mr. Speaker, you get all this type of 
filibustering. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not apoint of order by the Hon. 
Premier, but I warn the bon. junior member for St. George 
to discontinue with the use of the word "cowardly" in re- 
lation to any member of this House. 

Mr. MILLER: Sir, if youthink it unparliamentary I will  
discontinue using it and if you think what I said was unpar- 
liamentary to the bn. Premier, I will withdraw it. 

This is  not likely tohappento any responsible member 
that calls himself a Premier. He talks about the prospectus 
of Banks Breweries. That prospectus has beenin tbe hands 
of every solicitor and lawyer ofthis Lsland. Ewxy solicitor 
had the opportunity of perusing theprospectus of that com- 
pany and advising their clients whether to put money into 

company. 

Anything that you do is done in the name of bringing in 
revem. You snatch the bones from the jawsof the hungry 
police dogs. Look at him sitting there like a trapped animal 
with his teeth bared and breathing loudly and with his eyes 
narrowing to slits I This means nothing to him, what he is 
doing to the quarter m W n  paopk h this country. Laok at 
him there with his large body like a chained e3ephant with 
arches like William Tell. He talks about Mr.D8Aguiar and 
Banks Breweries in here just like a coward. 

Mr. MIUER: The debates in Parliament should be an 
inspiradon to the country. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tbe hon. junior member for St. Geow 
has just said that the debanes in ParUament should inspfre 
and I humbly support him in his exhortation. 

m. SPEAKER: Let the bon. junior member for St. 
George so speak that his &babes in Par- would in- 
spire. 



Mr. MILLER: Next T d a y  would be the 28th of this 
month. That is when we are hoping to bring this Session to 
an end for a break. All of Tuesday last, the Hon. Premier 
in his reply has been sxddrg on one thing -- Banks Brew- 
er& and Mr. DBAguiar. He has not said one word in reply 
to the hon. junior member for St. Joseph who took part in 
this debate. Nothing is forthwming from the Hon. Premier 
of this wuntry on that; nothing at all. He has spent two full 
days on a matter of Private Members' Business in an at- 
oernpt to destroy Banks Breweries. He knows that this 
country may probably be two decades in trying to recover 
from this. 

The Hon. Premier just spoke of the company wanting to 
manufacture malt. He knows that that was rejected by the 
last Cabinet. It is on the files in front of him. It was re- 
jected wkn they applied for pioneer status. Won. E. W. 
BARROW: Which file?) The file which you have there. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. junior member for St. 
George address this Chair. 

Mr. MILLER: Very well, Mr. Speaker. They appealed 
to the last Government for pioneer status to manufacture 

t malt and we said 'ho**. The Government was changed in 
the meantime. W e  spent more than three quarters of an 
hour reading out the conditions of the existing Act on this 
Statute Book with reference to pioneet industries. The Hon. 
Premier asked what that had to deal with, but he knows 
very well that the hon. senior member for St. Philip criti- 
cised the last Government for faFllng to bring about legis- 
lation to make i t  easier for companies to come in. He knows 
that what we gave Banks Ekeweries was never given to any 
other pioneer industry. The Hon. Premier knows that an in- 
dustry like Banks would involve 5C% in risk capital. He is 
deciding what profit it should have. All that I fear i s  what 
harm it would do to the country. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of 
order. I will pass the file over to the hon. member so that . . he can read it. Let him see what they say. 

Mr. MILLER: That is tk type of vulgarity which we 
get from him. I would have no partto do with that. I-k said 
earlier today that I corrected him last Tuesday. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, before I ask 
for leave to suspend the sitting at this stage - and hon. 
nambers know what it is all about -- I would like to ask 
for leave to give notice of a Resolution which came down too 
late to give notice of at the proper time. 

There being no objection, leave was granted the 
Hon. Minister. 

NOTICE OF RESOLUTION 

Hon. W. A CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, onbehalfof the  
Hon. Premier I beg to give notice of a Resolution to place 
the sum of $1,876 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Exe- 
cutive Committee to sypplement the Estimates 1962-63 Part 
I - Current as shown in the Supplementary Estimates 
1962-63, No. 16, which forms the Schedule to the Resolu- 
tion. 

This R e s o W n  is to be dealt with in Grnrnittee of 
+ Supply at the mxt meeting of the House. 

4.30 P S ~  

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, at tNs stage, 
I beg to move that this sitting be now suspended for half 
an how. 

Hon. G. G. FERGWN:  I beg to second that. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Hon. membcrs are aware of the reason 
for the suspension of the sitting at this stagq it is for a 
meting of the Barbados Branch of the CommolIwcahh 
Parliamentary Association in the Ochar Place. The question 
is that this sitthg be now suspenled for half an hour. Hon. 

mmbers in favour of that wi l l  say "Aye**, those agaiust 
w i l l  pkam say '"No*'. I think the "Ayes" haw it. This 
si- is actordisgly suspended for thirty minutes. 

On re-assembling, 

RESOLVTlON TO APPROVE LEASE OF LAND AND 
B U G S  AT THE DEEP WATER HARBOW 

Mr. SPEAKER: On tbe suspension of the sitting, the 
House had revwed to the consideration of Government Bus- 
isness. Whsn we were last - with Govcmmcnt h i -  
-S, Order No.3wru $~eingdiscus~.TheOrdcr d s  in 
the name of tb Hers, Miaisoer of CommMiccr-, Works, 
Housing a d  Tourism:- To move the passing of a Resolu- 
tion to approve tbe base by tk ExecutiveCommlttlee to the 
Barbados Sugar Producers Association (Inc.) of aparcelof 
land situate in ths City of Bridgetown together with the store 
known as dre W k  Sugar Store and other ancillary buildings 
erected thereon end the machinery and equipment standing 
on the said parcel of land orusedinconnectionwiththe 
storing or shipping of sugar in bulk from the said store at 
the Rxp Water Harbour. 

The Hon. Minister had moved the passing of the Resolu- 
tion and that was seconded by the hon. junior member for St. 
Andrew. The hon. senior member for St. Peter wnuibuted 
to the debate ud the h senior member for the City was 
speaking a n  we adpurned for lunch The hon. senior 
member for the City was speaking but I observe that he is 
not now in his seat. Dbes any other hon. mm& beside a 
Minisher desire to speak on this Resolution at this stage.? 

Ho% W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr.Speaker, most of the cri- 
ticisms, as far as I can recall, on this Resolution, did not 
centre around the provision of the Resobion itself, but 
were made in reference to certain aspects of the quesdon of 
displaced workers. The hon. senior me- for St. Peter 
seized the opportunity to refer to rumours which were ram- 
part with regard to the terms and conditions of these dis- 
placed workers and also to reports which seem to purport 
thatpeoplewfiowereerm'xledtowceivemoneyasdisplaced 
workezs did not receive it. I thinkIrnight seize the o m r -  
tunfty bexp'lainmtheHousewhattbposidon is. There are 
onlytenremPinIrlgcasestobemvhvedbytheDisplaced 
Workers' Albwances Board out of the total number of 
1,080 persons who were entiw to receive some financial 
consideration of the amount of money made available for 
this purpose. Cf these tenpersons, oneis a displaced work- 
er who has a small nmaMng allowanceof87; he has not 
yet come i n  for it and tb cases of the other nim parsons 
are at presem the subject of review betweenth Displaced 
Workers* Aaawance Board and the Barbadds Workers* 
Union. The total amount of money distributed upro the end 
of July is the sum of $1,555,019.85; the admMmative 
expenses of running the Board to the same date amount to 
$14,437.56 and the balancein hand to the credit of the Board 
now stands at $14,943.42 to be utilised as I said for sllmlry 
claims for these remaining ten workers as  soon as the dis- 
cussions are over. Of the 1,071 workers whose cases have 
beem dealt wirh, 283 are lorry hands, 66 sugar workers, 
173 sugar porters, 148 stevedores, 5 tally clerks, 7 work 
clerks, 15 launchmen, 20 ship workmen, 169 steamer ware- 
house porters and 324 lightermen. From the displaced 
workers there were 48 shedores  and 68 IongshDremen. 

Sir, in view of the wide currency which is being g h n  
to a btof thcsce ious  rumours and uufoiaded proprtsan- 
da - we have actually heentold by m m  of these displaced 
workers that they have been told by members of the former 
Government Party that this disbursement should be an 
annual affair: md the worlaws tbmselms seem to think, 
whca they hear tb total amount of money disbursed, 
that since, in individual cases, only $1,800 or  $2,000 W a s  
disbursed, it means that the totality of rhe m y  would 
reach a wnsfdtrabk amount much over a million and a 
half dollars. In view of that, we have decided to publish a 
statement showing tbe name of each displaced worker who 
has M v e d  compensation from this Fund and the amount of 
money he hrs mcdvsd so that the total of $1 1/2 million 
which has been disbursed w i l l  be acwuntedfor, in that the 
public win be able to see the m m  and the amount which 
each individual got out of the total, That should put an end 



to this malicious and unjusdfiable ~lOpaganda that people 
who have been entitled to money had not got it or that the 
total amount which had b e n  made available to these people 
had not been disbursed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: At this point, I would appreciate it if the 
hon. member would refer to the lease and not take more 
of the ladnde which he did not crave but which I allowed. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: I quite appreciate that. As I 
said at the begfnning, the burden of the criticism made by 
the hon. senior mrnber for St. Peter did not centre on the 
Resolution, but that the hon. member had seized the oppor- 
tunity to refer to some aspects of thedisbursement by the 
Displaced Workers' Allowances Board. I tNnk that what I 
have said w i l l  satisfy boa members that the steps which we 
propose to take now will demonstrate beyond the slightest 
shadow of doubt that the Board has discharged its responsi- 
bility and that further money w i l l  be disbursed in respect of 
the cases of these ten people. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speakex, the hon. senior mmber 
for the City had raised the question as to whether this land 
at the Water Harbour was situated in the City of 
Bridgetown. That question arose out of a recent court case 
in which somebody was charged with someoffenceand the 
hon. member askod thc Hon. W t e r  to state whether this 
Resolution was in order wbn  it states that this land is now 
situated in the City of Bridgetown. Iask this question in the 
absence of the hon. senior member for the City because he 
may want to know thereplywhichwillbe given to his ques- 
tion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member seeMng a legal 
opinion? 

GODDARD: No, Sir, I would not seek a legal 
opinion in here. 

Hon. G. G. FERGLSSON: Mr. Speaker, the matter of 
the Port not being in the City is at present occwybg the 
attention of rhe Crown Law Officers of the Government I 
may say that on thcday after it was announced in the Press 
that the C o w  had arrived at that decision, the Port Mana- 
ger and myself re.ferrcd the matter to the Crown Law Offi- 
a s  for their opinion and action to be taken in order to 
make sure that law and order can bemaintained within the 
area of the Port. 
5.15 P.m 

The question that t h i s  Resolution do now pass was 

put wad resolved in the affirmative without division. 

THE BOUNDARIES COMMISSION ACT, 1962 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in 
the name of the Hon. and Learned Premier: to move the 
second reading of a Bill to provide for the establishment of 
a Boundaries Commission and for matters connected there- 
with and incidental to the same. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, one of the promises 
which this Government made to the electorate of this Is- 
land at the time of tbe recent General Election in Decem- 
hex, 1961, was that as  soon as possible after takhg over the 
control of the Government of this country, we would intro- 
duce legislation for the invoduction of single member con- 
stituencies for the purpose of representation in the General 
AssemNy of the Island. 

A BLll of this kind t a k s  some careful and mature wn- 
sideration, and we ham been working on the provisions of 
this Bill for some considerable time, and twoweeks ago, I 
moved the first reading of the Billinthe House of &sem- 
bly. Before we can introduce single member constituulcies, 
it w i l l  be necessary for us to re-allmate the boundaries of 
the constituwlcies of the Island on such a basis as may be 
reco- by a special body of persons appointed for 
this purpose. This Bill at tbe present moment has nothing 
to do with the Local Government elections, but it may be 
possible to consider, under a separate amendment, maybe, 
to the Representadon of the People Act or whatever relevant 
legisladon &re may be, the re-allocation of the consitu- 
e n d s  even in Local Government. 

I would like to make it clear that the purpose of this 
Bill is to create a Boundaries Commission to look into the 

constituencies for the purpose of ekctions to the Genaral 
Assembly of Barbados. In British Guiana, our nearest aerri- 
tory in the Caribbean *re there has been a recent re- 
allocation and xedistribution of seats, theexamination was 
done by a judge of the High Court of the United Kingdom 
W e  are movhg towards independence vary saeadfly. As a 
matcer of fact, tbe date on which we get independence in 
Barbados is entirely a matter now wkrewedo not regard 
we should ask anybody for Mependen- That was the ap- 
proach of the last Government; but wlmn this Government is 
ready, we w i l l  notify the United Kingdom Government of the 
date on which we intend to celebrateouremancipation from 
the settled colonial status under which we are mw estab- 
lished; so I want to make that point clear. Everything this 
Government does is with a view tohavingthe full control of 
our own destinies inour ownhands. Wedo not think that the 
people of this Island can in any way achieve their full politi- 
cal, constitutional and economic personalities if we are in 
any way inhibited or restrained by haviag to refer mamrs, 
which we wnsider ourselves to be tbe best judges of, to 
some group of individuals who, for historicalreasonshave 
so long presided over our destines. 

The reason why Barbados is not getting independence 
this year are mainly two. The first reason is that we want 
to advance towards indcpcndtnce a b m  withour brethren in 
the other Caribbean territories around us, the Windward 
Islands and the Leeward Islands. The second reasonis that 
we have to set theaffairsof this country in order before we 
begin thiddng of spending money on independencecelebra- 
tions. In anything that w e  do as a Government, we pay due 
attention to the consdtudonalproprkties, but I would like to 
assure hon, members that I have not referred one single 
matter since Ihave been head of the Cabinet of this Lsland to 
the Colonial Office to find out whether W can get permis- 
sion to do so-and-so. In so far as another country may ke 
assisting us w h e h r  in the form of technical co-operation 
or in the formof assisting in the way of bans, naturally we 
can only do that with consultation; but this country has for 
a considerable period of time enjoyed aconstitutionalform 
of Government which has been in advanceofthe rest of the 
Caribbean, and that prerogative of ours has only been put 
into cold storage during the tenure of office of the last %v- 
ernment which always ran up to the Colonial Office to ask 
permission ewn if they wanted to leave the room. I make 
this statement now, Sir, without fear of contradictioneither 
by Her Majesty's Government or any other Government. 

I have already been assured by two Secretaries of State 
that whenever Barbados is ready for Mependence, 6 Bri- 
tish Government is not going to stand in its way. Con- 
stitutional forms do not feed people. As I heard the now 
Prime Minister of the independentcountry of Jamaicastate 
in 1947, that is some fifteen years ago, at a meeting which I 
attended, he said that philosophy does not plant yams. (A 
VOICE: Wit phibsogbtrs do.) Neither dophilosoptrers, and 
constitutional lawyers unfortunately do not necessarily con- 
note economic emancipation. U we have not in this Bill taken 
recourse to asking an individual, whether it be a High 
Court judge or any other person, to wme down from another 
country in order to divide up our boundaries for us, it is 
not that this Government wants to act in any manner which 
is unconstitutionaJ. Indeed, Sir, we would consider itin the 
light of our present stateof dewlopment unconstitutional for 
us on the eve of independenceto ask somebody to come and 
tell us how our boundaries should bedellneat&, and in this 
Bill therefore, we have put the power of demarcation, de- 
lineation and recommendation in the hands of themembers 
of the House of Assembly under His Honour the Speaker. I 
mention that because I am sure some members will say we 
should bring in somebody from out~fde. 
5.25 Psn. 

ff you believe that you have control over your own 
destinies, it is an admission of inferiority to suggest that 
you are not to be trusted to do certain things yourself. That 
is a conception which was shared by a certain section of the 
community right here in this Island. U b l a s t  Government 



wanbcd to doaaythhg,theyh.dcogetsorne kind of esrpsn to 
come from an o w s e a s  territory to oall them whot to do 
althouehthcvwcrctbe~reprt~tntatiwsofthcpso- 
plc. Thc only Icommandtknforwas~oc lmrw-  
lcdgemm of their incompetence and lack of knowkdge of 
how the country should be run. W e  are not omdscient in 
ever- and there are fields of enterprise and fWds of 
endeavour in which it is still somdmes mcasary for us 
to get someone to give us advice, whether m like to take 
the advice and fobw it; but in a mamr of fb&g bornda- 
ries in an Island in which allof us have bean born and car- 
tainly brought up and in which *hopeto anjoy many more 
years of political activity, it would be monstrous to S-st 
that we need someone to tell us how to amend our own 
premises. 

In this Bill, it is proposed that the Speaker of the 
General Assembly should be the Chairman of the Commis- 
sion; that a Deputy Chairman should be appointed by the 
Governor in accordance with the adviceofthePremier and 
that the rem- three members should he mernbcrs of 
the General Assembly appointed by the Governor - two in 
accordancewiththe advice of the Premier a d  the o t k r  in 
accordance with the advice of the Leader uf the Opposith. 

As soon as the Boundaries Commission t h e d o r e  is 
appointed to carry out its work, His Excellency the Gover- 
nor in accordance with the formality which I have just 
enunciated will be expected to get to work and make a re- 
port to this House, not to any Commissioner or anything 
like that. Then the I buse willconsider the Report and make 
the mcessary amndments. The nectssary amndments 
to the Representation of the People Act would be then intro- 
duced and then we willhave single-member constitu:ncies. 

It is competent for the Boundaries Commission to get 
any kind of advice whether legal or practical that they de- 
sire. There is absolutely no restriction on that. It is com- 
p e m t  for the Boundaries Commission to get somebody 
from another territory who may have some experience to 
give evidence or make recommendations to them; but the 
power and authority resides with this Chamber. I want to 
make that clear. 

I think that the o t k r  provisions in the Bill are merely 
corollary to the main provisions that the Boundaries Com- 
mission should be constituted under the Chairmanship of 
Your Honour and the repiesentatives of this Chamber play - 
ing a prominent part. 

I therefore beg to move that this Bill be now read a 
second time. 

Hon. G. G. F E R G W N :  I beg to second that. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I think that everymem- 
ber of this Chamber will agreethat this Bill was long over- 
due. When we were in opposition with the present Govern- 
ment, this matter was an annual debate in here calling on 
the then Government to set up a Boundaries Commission for 
this very purpose. I need not reiterate the reasons which 
were propounded then because they stand equally good to- 
day: I will just state some of the comments which were 
made from time to time. The one which stands out most in 
my memory is when it was said that we should be repre- 
senting people and not canefields. As it is constituted today 
many members represent canefields in relation to those who 
represent people such as those rqresentadves in St. 
Michael and Christ Church. 

The present set up dates back to 300 years w l m  the Is- 
land was divided into parishes, and St. Michael, though it 
was equal in size approximately to Christ Church and St. 
Philip, was represented by only two members. Then they 
divided it into St. Michael and the City of Bridgetown and 
gave two members to the City, two to St. MichaeJ and two to 
the other parishes. That was quite good in those days; but 
ions past is the dme when representation of St. Michael and 
Christ Church has been adequate. By no stretch of the 
imagination can myore say that two members can represent 
the 35,000 people in St. Michael and two rnernbers should 
represent less than 4,000 people in St. Andrew or St. Jo- 
*h. 

Now, Mr. Spakar, tht constitution of tb Boundaries 
Commission is a wise one. This is a small Island and you 
could not show me any commissioner fromoutsideor with- 
in who would know thc facts more fully than those peopk w b  
have been rep- the people of this Island. It is the 
members of this Howe who do the campaigning: so they 
know the division ofthis Island btter than any commission- 
er you can ~ppoiat and it should not be a Herculean task for 
them to c o n  to an early decision and return their report to 
This House. 

I commend the Bill: but I would askthe Hon. Premier, 
although ha mentioned that this is not for the purpose of 
Local Government, if he paid any attention to* fact that a 
revision is absolutelyneassary if* areto have a Federal 
Election. Ir is true that we are not in a Federation now, 
but we are actively considering that question now; and al- 
though he should not make a decision until the Federation is 
formed and m know how many seats are alloted to Barba- 
dos because that is another discussion to take place, what I 
want to point out is that what is most alannhg is that we 
had a Federal Election for the entire Island, and Mr. 
Smaker, as  it was said then, if by chance we had a bye- 
eEection in Barbados, do you r u s e  the cost which this 
Island would have ban put to inorder to find one represen- 
tative to go to the Federal Parliament? 
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The entire island would have to be canvassed all over 
again. It was unfair, but it suited the purposes of the last 
Gowrnment because it was said that if itdid not suit them 
to change it, why should they change it? This is the time 
to do this thing and let us do a good job. I commend this 
Bill because it is a Bill which is absolutely Ilecessary so 
that we do m go into another GeneralElection as we have 
gone on in tbe past. I do not know if there will be a recom- 
mendation or  ifitwillbeinthetermsofrederenceofthe 
Commission to state wbther there should he more seats 
than are now existing in this Chamber. @EMBERS: Read 
the Schedule.) I have been told that I should read the 
Schedule. Well, Mr. Speaker, the terms of reference should 
be so wide a s  to pannit theCommissionto make a recorn- 
m a t i o n  for the widening of this House, if in the division 
that is necessary. 

I could not sahow aproper divisionof 35,000 electors 
in St. Michael could be made and with 16,000 in Christ 
Church there could be adequate representation of people and 
still maintain the mthod of 24 members in this House. I 
think that if it can be done then it should be done; but I do 
not think the Commission should be hampered in coming to a 
better conclusion or a more satisfactory a r r angemt  for 
the representation of people if it is deemed necessary to in- 
crease the number of members of ,this Housefor that pur- 
pose. I e t  us get it straight. W e  wish equal repremntation 
as mar as possible. Do not let us  come back here with a 
recommendation that for one representative in the meuo- 
politan area, there should be 10,000 people and that the 
number of representatives in St. Andrew should be two. I 
say: let us  come over and Ict us recommend or widen the 
powers of the Commission to do an extremely good job 
along lines. Iet us represent people and not areas of 
land. There are vast numbers of territories in St Andrew 
and S t  Jossph and they an not entitled to any greatbr 
represmution than in the metropolitan area or in Christ 
Church, St. PhilfO or  St. George. I have been tohd that the 
scope for widenhg is not here and I hope that the necessary 
amndmsnt w i l l  be made. Mr. SpealPer, IwUtnot be abk to 
speak again but I am quite sure that, after what I haw said 
hon. members will take it up and ifthe necessary amend- 
msat is made for that, I shall support it. 



m. wALCOTT: M. Speaker,...... 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: If the hon. member would give 
way, I am not replying now, but I just want to clear up 
something which was said during the course of the debate. 
The hon. junior member for Christ Church asked whether 
there should be the same number of seats. I do not share 
the view that the ScWule imposesa limitation on the num- 
ber of seats. If hon. members would bok at Section 10 of the 
Bill, I belleve - it is really Secdon 11, - they will see thai 
reference is made to the Representation of the People Act, 
1957. 

Mr. SPEAKER. I take it that the hon. member is  speak- 
ing on a point of order. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: That is absolutely correct, Sir. 
In Section 11 on page 4 of this BilI you will see this:- 

'The Commission shall review the boundaries of the 
constituencies into which the Lslarad is  divided under and 
virtue of sub-section (l) of Section threeof the Representa- 
tion of the People Act, 1957, and within six months after 
the date upon which the Commission is appointed or withh 
such further time as the Governor may, on the application 
of the Commission through its Chairman determine, submit 
to the General Assembly a report showing the constituen- 
cies into which it recommends that the island should be 
divided in order to give effect to the Rules set out in the 
Schedule to this Act." 

In Sub-section (l) of Section 3 of the Representation of 
the People Act, it tells you into how many constituencies 
the island is divided. The Boundaries Commission itself 
merely delineates the boundaries and makes a recornmen- 
dation in order to decide how many constituencies there 
will be from time to time. Due regard will be paid to the 
recommendations of the Boundaries Commission; but thc 
Report of the Boundaries Commission will, in some in- 
stances, involve an amendment to Sub-section (l) of Sec- 
tion 3 of the Representation of the People Act. (AS1  DE) If 
the Commission says that the island should have 28 con- 
stituencies - I am exphbhg this because the hon. member 
who spoke in an aside just now, thehon. senior member for 
St. Peter, is one of the persons who corrected the hon. 
member who queried this point. Section 3 of the Represen- 
tation of the People Act is the one which we w i l l  go to when 
we want to know the number of seats.The Bill does not say 
that the island is to be divided into as many constituencies 
as there are members of the General Assembly, but into 
as many constituencies as there will be under Subsection 
(l) of Section 3 of the Act of 1957. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I hope that the Premier 
will listen to hon, members and then reply generally. As l 
said earlier today, hon. members must do their home work. 
This Bin is one which proposes to deal with something 
which should have been dealt with before. I agree in prin- 
ciple with this Bill, but I will speak on certain Clauses with 
which I do not agree. In this BLUit is proposed that a law- 
yer is to be the Chairman of theCommission and a lawyer 
is the Speaker of the H o w  of Assembly. I hope that the 
position would be the same even if the Speaker of the 
General Assembly was not a lawyer. Ido not feel, however, 
that m r y  lawyer is ipso facto knowledgeable on all 
matter S. 
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For that reason I say it is avery welcome champ that 
has been made that you can get a Commission to deal with 
something like this without bringing somebody from England 
or somewhere elseto make heavy weather of something that 
is extremeSy light. I would say that this Commission can re- 
port in three months working half day each day and having 
enom time to go saUng or have some other recreation. 
This is a slight job. The difficulties are not goingto be in 
this, and I will say more than what the Hon. Premier or the 
hon. junior member for Christ Church has said. I do not 
agree that Barbados is in need of any more members in the 
House of Assembly than twenty-four. Barbados is f a y  
represented on the basis of twenty-four members for a 
population of 240,000 people, and we would be g o M  crazy 
if we want to make them more. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order, I 
made it c h r  that the Commission should have powers to 
state whether the number should be more or bss, but I do 
not want to hamper the Commission. 

Mr. WALCOTT: W e  are giving guidance here now to 
the Commission. Members must understand their Par- 
liamentary duty. The Commission is not a bear behind 
something that is going to fly out. I am a member of this 
Assembly of twenty-four members, and I say that Barba- 
dos is  fully represented by the twenty-four members to 
240,000 peopb; therefore I agree with the Schedule. I 
agree with the Hon. Premier in his statement and decision 
in making it a Parliamentary Commission of which the 
members of Parliarrent would know something, Where I 
take issue wi th  the Premier is on the method of appointing 
the Commission. I have no objection the Premier asking 
the leader of the Opposition to nominate aperson. I do not 
believe the Premier would ignore the composition of this 
House, but I have an analytical mind and the present com- 
position of this Chamber could not give the Leader of the 
Opposition alone the right or the privilege to nominate a 
member because 25% of the total membershipof the House 
forms groups other than the groupwhichthe Leader of the 
Opposition represents. If you are making it a Parliamentary 
Commission, my submission to the Premier is that he has 
the right to nominate the Deputy Chairman, and I hope that 
in view of the fact that hehasto advise Government on the 
appointment of the Ikputy Chairman, he should seethat the 
Deputy Chairman should also be a member of Parliament 
and not an outsider, because if you are making it a Par- 
liamentary delegation, do not let us believe that there is 
somebody outside wiser and who knows more than some- 
body in here, and therefore we should appoint that person 
to take your position, Mr. Speaker, because if you become 
ill, which we hope w i l l  not take placeduring the course of 
this Commission, it would make it extremely difficult if the 
substantive holder is not in Your Honour's high position, or 
somebody from outside not commanding the same mutual 
respect and honour which Your Honour would have from 
being an elected member of this Chamber. 

Mr. Speaker, if the Ikputy Chairman is going to be 
h Deputy Speaker, therefore the Premier would already 
have nominated the Deputy Speaker who is a mernber of 
his Party. Then he has two other members to nominate, and 
taking into consideration theother distributionof themem- 
bers of the House, I would say that it would be giving the 
Leader of the Opposition more representation within this 
context than his present position deserves, because his 
position would have been a minority position. It i s  not 
sending him on a dekgation or asking him to choose a 
delegation; it is asking him to choose one of his equals in 
Parliament, and therefore it would be &noring the other 
composition of the House. For example, in theparty of the 
Hon. Premier there are fourteen seats, and there are ten 
other seats in the Assembly. Of the other ten seats four 
are members of the Party of the Leader of the Opposition. 
By that composition his position for Cornmissionpurposts, 
since you are making it a Parliamentary Commission, 
could not deserve the right to dothat nomination, because 
in that instance he would nominate a member from his 
Party,and therefore it would mean that it would not refLect 
the present composition of Parliament. 

Mr. Speaker, I am not suggesting that the Leader of the 
Opposition should not be given this privikts, but by the 
method of this Commission it ignores the composition of 
the House, because if you had to go by the members of the 
House, the membership of the %position could not be 
deemed to have the right to serve on the CoINniSsion more 
so than other members who are not mmbers of the Govern- 
m t  Party, because they are in the minority; so it is only 
the Parliamentary procedure with which we agree. If you did 
not have a person known as the Leader of the Opposition, he 
would not have the privibge of being asked to nominate 
somebody, because in our context our composition in Bar- 
bados so far hes always been the minority. In the Mted 
Kingdom w k r e  this method has been used or where you 
have an approach like this, *new you have an Wsi- 
tion in the House of Commons it is very substantial. For 
example, when the Commission was set UP in E@, the 



Labour Party had something Wpe 200 members and tht 
Liberals had six; so they had to ask the Leader of the Op- 
position to nominate somebody. The same thing does not 
apply here, and I do not s!e that under this constinaionnl 
set-up this can b done mbs the Premier is going to say 
that the composition of the Commission is going to be 
spread right over the membership. 

In this House of Assembly, for instance, lam not affi- 
liated to any Party; there were two defections from the 
Barbados Labour Party which means that that Party now has 
three members, two mmbers are in a wawring position, 
and if I wanted to lead an Independent opposition, I would 
ask them to come owr  with me, and our status would only 
be a fraction Less; but we haw no composition in the In- 
dependents. I fed that the Premier should review the 
Clause which deals with the Leader ofthe Opposition, or in- 
crease the membership of the Commission so that it wouid 
give a better reflection of the present composition of the 
House itself. 

Mr. Speaker, I pin issue with thepremier on anothes 
point. I am not like the km, junior member for Christ 
Church, and that is why I say that Barbados does not m d  
any more members, because I am bold enough to say that 
this job can be dore easily. Ifthey are afraid of s a w  how 
the constituencies should be divided, I am not, and that is 
where I do not agree withthepremier in his draft. I do mt  
agree with the Rule which speaks about the electorate. That, 
in my opinion, is not a sound basis for giving proportionate 
representation. Proportionate represemation must be based 
on the number of pcople who live in that area that are e l k  
ibk to go on the roll, notthose that arc on it now. I am not 
going to agree that because there areonly 35,000 people on 
the roll, that is therefore what it is. In my own parish of 
St. Peter with a population of 10,783 roqghly, my viaw is 
that we are entitled to a seat, andSt. Lucy is also entitled 
to one seat because their population is 8,800 and om seat in 
St. Joseph. I am not thirMng about members. I am thhkhg 
about posterity. This was in operation for abort..,. 

Ihn. E. W. BARROW: On a point of order, is the hon. 
member a one-man Boundaries Commission now? 

Mr. WALCOTT: Yes, Sir; I am aooe-man Bouadaries 
Commission, and the reason why Iamthatis because when 
you read the Rules, you wi l l  see that the Island shall be di- 
vided into as many constitwxxies as there are members of 
the General Assembly, which means that you want the Island 
to be divided into twentydour constituencies. 
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The Island shall be divided into as many constituencies 
as there are members of tk Gerreral Assembly. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: What Iam tryingto explain to the 
hon. member is th i s .  Ihad quite a lot to do with the drafting 
of it and I have records of the United Kingdom, Triaidad, 
Jamaica and British Guiana kgblation, some of which I 
have here with me. It was never the intention, according to 
the Sched&,that the Island should be divided into as many 
constituencies as there are members of the Clenerd As- 
sembly. That was  interpreted to mean this Genral As- 
sembly. That is why I referred the hon. member to the 
Rule, 

Mr. WAUXTT: Youcon give that inberpntotlonbut you 
can also give my interpretation. This is rot  only open to one 
interpretation. The hon. member has in the Bill it& 

'The Commission may depart from the strict applica- 
tion of rub two of t k s e  R- if it considers that it is 
desirable to do so having regard to the difference between 
urban and rural areas in respect ofdensityof 

"For the purposes of tbse Ruks the expression 
% h r a t e 9 *  means, in relation to a constitlletl~y, the nurn- 
ber of House of Assembly electors (within the rmaniw of 
that expression in regulation two of the Regisvafion of 
Electors Regularbns, 1955) whose names, with nspbct to 
that constituency, appear on the register of House of As- 
sembly ekmrs that is in force on the date on which the 

Commission CO- its review lndtr and by virtm of 
section eltven of this Acte* 

Now, the Hon. Prernhtr may say that the Commission 
neal not bebound to inwprathispartof  the rule tomean 
only the present membership but they can also make a 
recommendation for which b y  ncommmd that the Island 
sbou3d be distributed on a higher basis than the present 
membership. 

T h  hon. member said that I am a one-man Com- 
mission. T h t n  is no point at this pariod of our exismm 
anybody coming along and making the public helleve that 
they need more than ~~peoplctoreprcrp.mthm. Iam 
not wing to fool them that we med to amnd that because 
that would only be increasiag the ordinary administrative 
expenses of this country. I maintain that the present compo- 
sition of the Barbados Assembly is quioe enough and you can 
divide the Island up into c ~ n s d t m ~ c i e s  for the S- twenty- 
four members. The whoLe fdca of sin&?-rrrmber con- 
stituencies was not to give yournore Seats; it was to ration- 
alise the whole situation in which you have dual member- 
ship. You can understand why that was the situation. In the 
olden days, they werethehorse and buggy days. There were 
no taxis and to get from St. Lucy to Bridgemm you took 
eight hours. kwever, today when youtalk interms of popu- 
lation, you talk in terms of thousands, and there is no con- 
stituency in Barhdos in which it would bedifficult to s t  in 
much with all the peoplc if you put it down on the progor- 
tionaot basisofwhFchtheGovcrnmenthasintbir Bilt It 
says: 'Tb cbctorate shall, so far as practicable, be equal 
in all constituencits." 

As far as  I am c o n c e d e  I do not care if the popula- 
tion distribution is equal. However, you have tobok at the 
distribnion of the populatioa In Bridgctown, tMre are 
11,000 people. Bridgretown would be mtiW to a seat. The 
l s l d  can be dividtd on the basis of St. Jd?n, St. Thornas,, 
St. Peter, St. Lucy, St. Andrew and St. Joseph having one 
seat each, that is to say, those sixparishes would have six 
seats, each having one representative. TbeCity would haw 
one. That would bring it to se\~n. The composition of 
Christ Church with 33,000 people in it would be to 
three se8t.q thbrefore that muLi brirg the rnembtrship so 
far to ter~. St. George w i l l  have two, St. Philip two, and 
that w i l l  bring the number to fowhcet4St.Jarrres also with 
their pogulationwillhavetwotomakeits~PndSt.  
Michael with 80,000 peopLe and wbn the shift of tbe popu- 
lation is would be endtlled to seven or tight seats. 

That is the only sensible distribudon wbkh you can 
have; if mt, you are not ready for the change, a0 not go in 
for an- for which you are not ready. Tell me at this 
stage why a candidate cannot canvass ten thousand people. 
Tell me why you say that you canonly canvass five thous- 
sand people for one seat. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, at one timepreviously, i twas  used 
against you or towards you; but we who come in kre are 
dealing with people and you should not think when you come 
in here that this is a placewhre you come to retire. What 
bn. members haw to redbe is that if you enoer into this 
political life you cannot have a boundary in Barbados on the 
stupid basis of dividing ths parishes into two. Let us say, 
you are dealing with ths parish of St. Whael; you should 
divide it into two, and call one part St. Michael North and 
the other St. Michael South. Tben when you go to am* 
parish, you find another member only haviag 1,000people 
to play with. When you keep a mass mseting, you talk to 
more than 1,000 people. Now, you are goingto ten me that 
you want to divide IQ parishes which have a population of 
only 10,000 people with all the little children, scbool 
children and everybody else. 

This is nothing which has bscn constituted on a popu- 
lation basis. St. Michael has 37,000 peopZe on the electo- 
rate. I do not represent St. Michael, but it is stupid for 
anyone representing St. Michael to say that he is represent- 
ing 35,000 pmpk wfrsn you have thousands of psople in St. 
Michaal w@oarenotrsg i sobmdbutwh,an~tobe  
on tht Registration Roa If you w m  to make registration 
compulsory, you will see what you would get on the rolL 



St. Michael has a populadon of 80,000 people. What is 
tk average number of people that is eWbk to vote? You 
must also bear in mind that if the recommendation which I 
have put forward that the voting age be reduced to 18 years 
was to be accepted, it w i l l  also increase the eligibk people 
to be registtred; therefore you have to consider how many 
people would be put on if the age were to be reduced to 18 
-S. 

You can get that information. The number of people 
of n i m m n  years and over in this Island's population is re- 
garded as something like 23,340. People between the ages 
of 45 years and 49 years are 33,000, between the ages of 
60 years and over, 21,000, between 0 and 4 years, 31,000, 
between 5 and 15 years 32,000, between the age of 15 and 
up to 19 years, 23,000. Therefore, Sir, you find under the 
age of 18 years that there i s  something like 86,000 peopk 
and if you add another 20,000 psqpk!, you will have roughly 
about 100,800 people; therefore, what would fall in the num- 
ber eligibkto vote would be 140,000 people and above. 
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On the basis of 140,OW with 24 members, you can see 
what is the total membership. It will b less than 10,000; 
M o r e  mbody should q m  about having a population 
basis on that scol'% This is  something of wbich I have made 
a sndy to show that if thereisanybody who says that Bar- 
bados is mdtkd to have more than 24 members in the 
Gencral Assembly, I say "No". Jamaica has 40odd mm- 
bars with a population of nearly 1 1/2 million. The total 
population of Barbados is not as big as that of Kingston and 
St. Andrew in the metropolitan area; but on the basis of thc 
population of Barbados and representation in tllc House of 
Asmmbly vis-a-vis representation in the House of Com- 
mons, that would run into nearly 100members. Some years 
ago it was a luxury for Barbados with 59 votes to send back 
two people in St. Andrew and in St. Michael you had 400 
vote8 representing 60,000 people. That was before W were 
interested in these things; but d a y  24 members can giw 
adequate representation. 

h tht Northcm part of the island they s4d  they did 
m t  W- rnyrbirg to disturb theequillbrium and in any dis- 
tribution they would be dividing St. Lucy into two. I say 
that it is a motacr for theComrnissionHhen W y  sit; it win 
be a Parltamentary Commission, and the Premier said he 
will nominate these members. His Party must be able to 
print a Mrnifesto saying what were our views on single 
mmnber constitutncies. Is it that our policy s b d d  impose a 
gmater membership than our present representation? It 
sbouki m be for tbe Commission to decide if Barbados 
must have 24.30 or 40 qembrs; that should not be within 
~ p o w e r o f t k C o m m i s s i o h  

As to the parish of St. Peter, if we go on a purely 
arithmetical basis of dividbg the seats, St. Peter would be 
more entitled to go over the number; because if you say 
that you want one. member for every additional part ex- 
ceeding a certain number, we would have two seats in St. 
Peter. As a representative of the Gemral Assembly, 1 do 
not see that this General Assembly can really justify the 
clnim for P total membership exceeding 24 members in 
1962. What I have done is what the other members have 
been entitled to do, that is, to know the population disui- 
W n  of tk island; to kww how many people there are in 
the area which you represent and put forward a case for 
that, The Ebctorate cannot be the answer. I hope that the 
Hon. Premier w i l l  not take the same line as the Premier 
in th last Government took, that is to say, not to pass any - 

which wuld dispossess him. The last Government 
said that they were not in favour of single member con- 
stitumcies. I think I said that it was in the last Govern- 
msrrtes Manifesto. The Party did not say anything to the 
contrary but in 1946 they said that they believed in sin& 
member -. (Hon. E. W. BARROW: They said 
that in 1951 too.) Ihopethat thepremier will not do like tb 
last G o ~ l ~ l l l ~ ~ l ~ n t  P-. I am sorry that the Hon. Leader of 
th Opposftion is not now in his seat. I have heard it ru- 
moured that if you divide the constituency of St. MichaeI, 
the Hon. W e r  of the Opposition would get more seats 
with PO tk public assistance he candishout. On this mat- 
matter of public assistance, I would like to see tbe hon. 
m b e r  corn down to St. Peter and dish out that public 

asstmnce; he can dish out old clothes liMc wild 'flr;e down 
there. 

You do not want to put an iron curtain around yourself. 
The Hon. Leader of the Opposition is my personal f r M .  

Mr. GODDARD: On a point of order. I think it would 
be more in order for tbe hon. member to talk about Social 
Services in this matter of giving away clothes. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Well, it is a question of Social Ser- 
vices. No devtbping country can devtbp without social 
services or without socialism. I want to say that any man 
who says that he is a Conservative is poles apart from 
me. If I could not beat a Conservative at the p o k  then I 
am not worth while. You have to know how to beat people; 
however, sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 
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Mr. Speaker, somebody asked me why I do not come 
into the City, but I wi l l  ask him why b does not come to 
St. Peter. I am not throwing out any challenge, but if any- 
body wants to challenge me, kt him come to St, Peter 
if he wants me to wme to the City. I do not think that a 
member should give up a particular consdnrency which he 
has been representing to show that hecanget in in another 
constituency. You can only sit in one seat at a time, and 
any member who tries to sit down in more than one seat 
would be asked by Your Honour toconducthimself proper- 
ly. That is why I say itisnot a challenge to any hon. mem- 
ber, but a chaltenge to commonsense, and Isay to the Hon. 
Premier when he talks about Federation that we w i l l  have 
to lead the other people. I know the mentality of the people 
in the Leeward and Windward Islands, and if you stuff up 
Barbados, they w i l l  think of padding up too.There are memo 
bers who came here for the first time who may ask where  
they stand if you divide the Island on a singlrc member con- 
stituency basis. These are considerations that Party poli- 
dcs  involve, but not constitutional matters. You are bok- 
ing for safety, not for a wnstitution; so if you are looking 
for a constitution, it is not a matter of safety, because you 
can get another seat. 

Mr. Speaker, why should Christ Church not be divided? 
If there are sectors of this community with the feeling that 
the hon. junior member for Christ Church can reflect their 
point of view and sentiments, Ido not see why he should not 
have a seat in this Assembly; but if they are in the minority, 
they will get minority representation. I do not think, how- 
ever, on that minority representation that he could repre- 
sent the broad masses of people that my p i n t  of view would 
be in consonance with; so if you have to cancede a seat to 
someone who is stronger, there is  nothing wrong with that 
and it is a question of persuasion. Maybe some person like 
myself can go into an area in which he is strong and say 
that he can represent the peopk better than the former 
member. I do not fee3 that on the basis of the ek to ra t e  
there should be more thantwenty-four members, llnless you 
want to spend money stupidly, and I would say that if you 
are hard up for cash and you am goiag to create seats for 
twenty-five, twenty-six or thirty members to accommodate 
any extra members, that would be madness. 

The metropolitan area of St. Mchael, Mr.Speaker, is a 
hunting ground for politicians, and any member who could 
not retain his seat would not beworthhis salt. The metro- 
politan area is a ground for Socialists. Attlee went into 
the toughest district as a Socialist and remained there until 
he went to the House of Lords. I know the hob senior mem- 
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ber for the City would not like me to say this, but at one 
stage I thought thecity was beavier than what it was. There 
is a shift of population now from the City to St. Michael, 
because the City at one time had about 15,000 people, 
but some of t kse  have now shifted to St. Michael in the 
housing areas built up at the Pine, Cave W and other 
places, so that St. Michael now carries a bigger population. 
And with the development of the rural areas, you win also 
create that situation. The type of developments you would 
have outside the City and mwopolitan area would make 
some of the rural areas become better areas for repre- 
sentadon. 

I feel therefore, Mr. Speaker, that Clause 4 of the 
Rule should be debted, b t caus~  it has m mtaning. This 



Rule says that "for the purposes of these Rules the ex- 
pression 'ekctorate* means, in relation to a constituency,'* 
Why are you having a Boundaries Commission based on the 
electorate? It should be on the population and not on the 
electorate. You have 35,000 people on the roll in St. Mich- 
ael when there are 80,000 people in that parish; so that is 
not the basis for determining it. When you find the distribu- 
tion of population is so even in Barbados, it makes it easy. 
The electors in Christ Church was 14,000, St. George 
10,000, St. Philip 15,000, St. John 8,000, St. James 7,800, 
St. Thornas 8,500, St. Peter 8,300, St. Lucy 8,700, St. 
Joseph 6,000, St. Andrew 8,700, but the number of people 
in Christ Church i s  33,000, St. Philip 17,000, St. Geotge 
18,000, St. Michael excluding Bridgetown 81,000, Bridge- 
town 11,000, St. John 10,900, St. J a m s  13,500,St. Thomas 
9,900, St. Peaer 10,700, St. Lucy 8,800, St. Josph  8,500 
and St. Andrew 7,000 making a total population of 231,000. 

When you get that situation, Mr. Speaker, then I am 
submitting that our population is distributed evenly incer- 
tain parishes and it makes it easier for a Boundaries Com- 
mission to work on a population basis than on an electoral 
basis. 

If you are going to take the population basis and de- 
termine your elector ate, the age groups would give you that, 
and the reason why I say that is because in another two to 
ten years you cannot assume that theaverageelectorate is 
going to be different. It must be similar because the dis- 
parity of ages in this Island among the same number of 
population is even. You do not know that in ten thousand 
people that you are going to find 5CPfP at one age and only 
1C% at another age. People do not seem to procreate on 
such an uneven basis. For that reason, the only way you 
can have a Boundaries Commission with proper terms of 
reference is to have it on a population basis, and then I 
would use the phrase that has been used in the Bill "as 
far as is practicable". If you usetheterm that the popula- 
tion as far as is practicable be the determinjng factor, I 
think you would do better. 

Moreover, Mr. Speaker, I do not think it would be fair 
to the other members of this Chamber to have a Parlia- 
mentary Boundaries Commission in which the Premier 
could not give wider representation than is now envisaged 
here, because it would savour too much of restricting it, 
in that the Leader of the Opposition would not be entitled 
to give advice to the Gover~l~~lent. Twenty-five percent is 
more than sixteen percent, and if you give 16% representa- 
tion in an Act, therefore in the same Act mention shoukl be 
made of the 2@, and that is again pan  of the original 
argument for a Boundaries Commission, because it has to 
reflect the present composition of the members in the 
Chamber. I have been canvassing in this House lorger than 
the majority of members here, and I have been a member 
for seventeen years and should know something about 
boundaries. There is no constitllency in which I have not 
been in this Island at one time or other and supported a 
successful condidate; so I know the whole Island. 
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I do not think that I would bepleading for any personal 
position, but as a parliamentarian, Icannot see how you are 
going to have a Boundaries Commission which is to be 
selected from Parliament when it is not going to reflect 
the views of Parliament as a whole. If the Boundaries Com- 
mission is representative of all sections of Parliament, 
then, for practical purposes you can very wen say that its 
recommendations w i l l  be freely accepted. 

Sir, those are my views. As you know, I am in favour 
of singlemember constituencies; therefore, this is a q w -  
tion of which I am in favour in principk. 

The hon. junior member for Christ Church spoke about 
a division for Federal Elections. As you know, I was tb 
one person who suffered at the hands of this monsvosity 
which you had in this Islad when youturned the Island into 
one constituency for theFederalElections. Igot more wtes 
than five of them put together, but because of the mon- 
strosity which you had, I was not eka&.The Go-t 
at that time was doing s o ~ b e c a u s e t h e y w a n o e d t o  
keep sombody out. mwcw, somtimcs failure brlnss 

its compensadag good. As Iham said, I ~ g r e e  with the prin- 
ciplc of the Bill but those daPils  which I have mntioned 
are exvcmly  important in mrktlg the Bill workabk 

Mr. MIUER: Mr. Speaker, the big bone kre, tb 
whole idea aback of this, after careful study of the Objects 
and Reasons is that you want to be a little more liberal 
by way of representation to the adults of this country. 

Now, there is one thing - I do not know what is aback 
of this. For instance, you say that thereport must be sub- 
mitted within six months after the date upon which p 
Commission is appointed and then you go on to say or 
within such further time as the Govermr may on the a~pli- 
cation of the Commission through its Chairman, d e t w m i d  
Why mention that? There is no restriction as  to time be- 
cause you can put on a funher timeof six months and then 
when that is out, you can put on another period of six 
months. This is not goirg to work. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, Iriseon a point of 
order. The hon. member said that this period of six months 
is not gohg to work. He w i l l  ke interested to know that in 
first draft which we had of this Bill, the period of time in 
which this Commission was to report back was ten weeks. 
I pointed out to the draftsman that th Trinidad legislation 
was amended at a time when they had already decided on 
the date for the election and M o r e  t b y  had to report 
in ten &S. However, I did not s8e how for peopk who 
have pbs to do as must all  the members of this side ham 
to do and in the centre, not to mention the Chairman, you 
could expect members, lrnless they were going to work 
every shgk day on this alone, to report in oen weeks. 
The idea of putting it at six months is to make the Bad- 
arks Commission understand that they cannot sit down on 
this mataer Mefinitcly, and o w  of the reasons why this 
Boundary CommiSSiiDn is to be appointed from mresenta- 
dves of this House is because any member of this House 
would be free at any tinre to gw up and ask questions as to 
the progress being made. The extension of time does not 
mean anotkr six months, but a reasonable time. Having 
a Boundaries Commission comprised of members of this 
House, we w i l l  have the advantaged being abletoask 
questions from time to time. 

If the hone junior member for St. George thinks the 
period of six months is too short, I only inform him that 
our or&inal Bill - the one which was submitobd to Your 
Honour for your comments and it was Your Honour who 
drew it to us that the period of ten weeks was not a suffi- 
cient time ha* regard tothe occupationof hon, members 
of this House - contained a period of time of ten weeks. 

Sir, I rise and explain all uf that rrow because uufor- 
tunate@, I may not be in a position to answer the hon. ju- 
nior member for St. George at a later stage because of 
other demands being currently made on my attention. 

Mr. MILLER: Why should the Hon. Premier elect to 
U v e  this Chamber at this time? 

Hon. E. W. EjAFfROW: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point 
of order. I never aZected to b v e  the Chamber at this time. 
I will only tell the hon. member that several members on 
this side are capable uf dealing with anything which he or  
any hon. nmnber of that side is capabfe of raishg. 

So far as that matter is concermd, I took up a great 
deal of time in replying at hngth, This is a matter which I 
was personally concerned with and which w e  are perfectSy 
aware of and, as I have said, I think it was Your Honour 
who drew it to our manrion that the period of oen weeks 
which we had in the first draft was too short. 

Mr. MILLER What I am worried about, Mr. Speaker, 
is not that the report is to besubmitoed within six months, 
but as you have it, you are giving six months, then the 
Chairman can make application for funher time --possibly 
e n  Ws-PnditcangponandonIlkethat .Youwmto 
examine this. It is stated: "or within such further time as 
the G o m m r  may on tbe application of the Grnmission 
t h r o a  its Chairman, decennfne*,. You can ask for another 
year, or ewn two years. 



The HDn. Premier was very c k w r  in answering tbc 
questions. He stated that it must be completed in six months. 
However, while it is stated here that the Chairman must 
report in six months, the Chairman can apply to the Gov- 
ernor for an extension of the time; therefore, it can wn- 
tinue for another two years. Wehave reasons to be unhappy 
about this. So, Sir, we cannot say fromthis if a report w i l l  
be submitted to us in six months' time, a year, or even 
two years. As it stands here, this canstruggle on and take 
five years. There is nothing in this document or in this Bill 
to say that it must be submitted back to this Chamber with- 
in six months or a year. 

We want to be more specific about this. The Hon. Pre- 
mier spoke at length and this is where the creaking machin- 
ery fails always. Allthe Caesars die becauseof this: all the 
dictators die because of this attitude. 

You talk of your widening the scope of representation 
of the masses. You say that this Boundaries Commission 
must be handled by members of Parliament. Weof the Bar- 
bados Labour Party agitated for this representation when 
we were elected to this wuntry. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point 
of order. The hon. junior member for St. George should be 
the last person to talk about the period of time. We said 
that the Commission which is to be representative of this 
House of Assembly should report within six months. They 
kept the electorate of Barbados waiting fifteen years. I)oes 
he mean to say that we will keep it fifteen months? How- 
ever, it is  really immaterial so far as that is concerned 
because you cannot have a Boundaries Cornmisskm report- 
ing for a bye-election; it wi l l  have to be for a General 
Election. 

What the hon. member for St. Peter is worrying about, 
I cannot understand. I-k said that they were agitating for a 
revision. This Bill does not say that the persons elected 
to the Commission must be persons from a particular 
Party. I am not giving any undertaking now because I do 
not think it advisable or expedient to give undertakings 
now. However, according to the Bill, the Leader of the Op- 
position can nominate an Independent if he so cares; I can 
nominate two Independents or a member of theother Party 
along with one from my Party. The point which is im- 
portant is that we are not bringing somebody from Scot- 
land to tell us how to divide up our boundaries. 
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Mr. MLLER: Mr. Speaker, is that a pointof order or 
a speech? The 'Qbjects and Reasons" state that it is pro- 
posed that the Speaker of the General Assembly should be 
the Chairman of the Commission, that a Deputy Chairman 
should be appointed by the Governor in accordance with the 
advice of the Premier and that the remaWng three mem- 
bers should be members of the General Assembly appointed 
by the Governor - two in accordance with the advice of 
the Premier and the other in accordance with the advice of 
the Leader of the Opposition in the General Assembly. You 
therefore have two out of five members being members of 
the Government Party, and then you have the remaining 
three appointed by the Governor, WO on the advice of the 
Premier. Therefore you have four members outof the five 
of the Government Party, and then the Hon. Leader of the 
Opposition is the last who would have the privilege of 
appointing himself. That is the type of dictatorship which 
you have; you cannot say otherwise. On this Commission, 
you have four out of five seats to be held by members 
of the Govenment Party which hks f o u ~  merr&ers in 
this House. It is not now a question d Party; it i d  a q k s -  
tion of the island and you have fourteen e3ected members 
who are members of the Government Party and you haw 
four seats on this Commission. What twisted democracy 
would permit of such a tHng -- in a*Pa'rhnent fi this 
where we are discussing democracy? Thci rCpresentation 
of the people is an importam canon of democracy. This 
Commission is to be comprised of five members, four of 
which are members of the Government Party &id ' f m  
the Opposition, And the Governmem has fburteen sem in 
this House. We are dedied representation. 

~ r .  SptP1Per, the whole thing is so farcicalwhen a deci- 
sion has to be taken on the representationof the people from 
time to time. It is clear, Mr. Speaker, that you win be the 
Chairman of this Commission. Ihave been working with you 
for the past number of years; but if you have any influem 
it may be a question of changing to somebody who has had 
to do with regisuation. You want to deal with somebody who 
has been working with boundaries and toying with these 
things. As to your working Committee, Mr. S-r, I do 
not know if you have any influence on it at aU. You should 
have on this Grnrnission someone who has had to do with 
Elections and who is familiar with boundaries. You could 
have four or f i ~  members: but you will need somebody 
on this Committee who has had to do with boundaries. I 
would go so far as to say that the Commission should be 
allowed to co-opt people who wuld assist them. What I am 
unhappy about is that it is farcicalto say that the Commis- 
sion should report within six months after the date upon 
which it is appointed or within such further time as the 
Governor may determine, when you can quite see that the 
Governor can extend the period. There is nothing in the Bill 
which states that if the Commission fails to report within 
six months the whole Election Campaign would be fo&t as 
it was fought on the last occasion. Noprovision is made for 
that. Today the period may be fixed for six months, but the 
Governor can grant eight years. All of this is  the crude, 
ugly machinery which falls to the name of democracy. 

Mr. Speaker, I have made my point and I feel that I 
would be failing in my duty if I did not do so. It is  false 
to mention a period of six months when the Government 
can extend the time for eight years. There is nothing to 
show that we will have an Election on the basis of the pre- 
sent position if the Commission fails to report in six 
months. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: On a point of order. The 
hon. member distinctly heard the Hon Premier say that this 
matter will be dealt with before the next Election, 

Mr. MILLER: That is what the hon. member has pro- 
mised; but he also promised to lock up all the machinery, 
crushers, Directors of t k  BagateUe quarry and everybody 
connected therewith and from that day untilnowthe quarry 
has been delivering stones to a Government Department 
such as the IJospitaL The hon. member alsopromised last 
week that he would issue a statement about Banks Brewer- 
ies and I was asked by a friend on the telephone to ascer- 
tain whether he meant that the statement would be forth- 
coming at the weekend this month or at the weekend next 
month. Who would rely on any remarks made by the Pre- 
mier? I-k has denied something which has gone down on 
the tape and you cannot erase it; thereforedo not place nle 
in the awkward position of trying to remind the Premier 
of these things. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member addressing the 
Chair ? 

Mr. MILLER: Yes, Sir, I have unswerving respect for 
the Chair, but in this year of grace the Deputy Premier of 
this Assembly has said that we have been given a sacred 
undertaking by the Premier. Mr. Speaker, I can imagine 
your embarrassment. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: On apoint of order. It appears 
to me as if the hon. member thought I was referring to the 
two past Premiers, but I was rekrring to the present Pre- 
mier. 

Mr. MILLER: I know that that is lip service to the pre- 
sent Premier. I really do not want to ride to town with 
my colleague. When you are on the boundary you can be as 
redundant as you like. Lb you tell me that the Premier is 
like the Pope? the Ikputy Premier tell me about the 
word of the Premier? Who on earth believes that? 
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Nothing in this Bill states that this Commission w i l l  
terminate its work before the end of the Session, which can 
he five pars or another four years from now, and in your 



Manifesto you promised in it three years. Why didn't you 
elect to wri te  it in this? Mr. Speaker, it might not always 
be convenient to look in your direction, and we are suffer- 
ing from the glare of the light that hangs on the left of 
your Chair, Anyhow, Sir, I leave this tothe rhhking mem- 
bers of Parliament I am sorry Ihavehad to exchange a lit- 
tle warmth with my friend, tha laon. senior member for St. 
Philip, one of the few members with some balance of that 
of a statesman in this Parliament and of that organisation 
of the Government Party; but, Sir, this is what w e  are up 
against and all this is  done in thename of Christianity and 
of Christian democracy. There is nothing we can do and 
there is no use taking a vote because the division woukl 
mean exactly nought, and that has been the position in the 
past. Though the Commission is to take six months, the 
Chairman of t k  Commission can appeal to the Governor for 
an extension, but he can extend it for two and a half years 
because there is m fixed ceiling or limit, and six of us 
are denied representation on this Committee, and this is 
clone in the name of Christian democracy. 

Mr. Speaker, I think you would understand my semi- 
nients and the manner in which I express myself on this. 
I am not afraid to confess my unchanging wnnection nor 
arn I prepared to surrender my chains and loyalties to my 
Party, and it is in that strain and light that I speak on this 
occasion. 

hlr. IfISBANDG: Mr. Speaker, in most countries, there 
cones a time in the history of all nations when a revision 
of seats and consideration for t k  redistribution of seats 
in a co~lntry has always been thought of. I hope that nly 
voice carries far enough that youcanhear nle, because the 
amplifying equipment seems to be out of order at the mo- 
ment. As a matter of fact, Mr.Speaker, I think I remember 
very vividly that during the last Session tkre was some 
sort of motion before the IIouse to consider singLe mem- 
ber constituencies. The ruling Party in Government made 
their electoral promises, and if 1-remmber correctly, 
they did Promise such a revision or at least consideration 
of sin&member constituencies. Ispeak under correction, 
not being a member of the ruling Party, the Democratic 
Labour Party. Well, the time has corn  when the House 
now has a Bill presented before it for such consideration. 
IJndoubtedly there must have been reasons prompting the 
presentation of such a Bill, and anyone who has a nodding 
acquaintance with the difference in population among tk 
several parishes which are really constituencies in this 
Isla~id, can easily see that the n~etropolitan parish of St. 
hlichael, the neighbouring parishof Christ Church and may- 
be other parishes ......... 

Iion. W. A. CRAWFORD: If the hon. member would 
give way...... 

hlr. SPEAKER: is the hon. member prepared to give 
way ? 

hlr. IILSBANDG: I am always prepared to give way. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: It is very kind and gracious 
of 'he hon. member. W e  propose to go on until about 7.30 
p.rrq, and I should therefore like to ask at this stage to 
suspend Standing Order No. 5 in order to continue the 
Session until that time and then to adjourn for g&. 

Mr. HLBBANDS: On a point of order, I should like to 
know from the hon, member whether he wants to stop now. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: I amodymoving the suspen- 
sion of Standing Order No. 5 that you can go on t m  
otherwise the Sitting wrnes to an end at 'l o'clock. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It would not come to an end; it would 
be suspended for forty-five minutes. Imade a ruling earli- 
er that such a motion must be made before 7 o'clock. The 
hon. member has given way, and in view of that, is the 
Hon. Leader of the House asking for leave to make the 
motion? 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: I do not have to give notice 
of it; I merely have to make the mation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We may be at cross purposes, but I 
only queried whether the hon. member was asking per- 
mission mw tomakethemotion. If so, that leave is granted. 

SWENSION OF STANDING ORDER NO. 5 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I k g  to move 
that Standing Order No. 5 be suspended. 

Hon. A. DaC EDWARIS: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolvedin the  offinnative 

without dicision. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. junior member for St. Peter 
who gave way may now proceed. 

Mr. IIUTBANDS: Mr. Speaker, as I said, there must 
have been reasons that would normally accountfor the pre- 
sentation of such a Bill as the one w e  now have before us, 
and I was beginning to make the observation that in the 
heavily populated parish of St. Michael and in one or two 
of the other parishes of similar size contiguous to it like 
Christ Church, the time would normally come when a re- 
distribution of seats would seem just a fair thing. 
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Like any other hon. member who has spoken, I am not 
prepared to address the House from any personal interest 
whatsoever on this rmtion before the House. It does not 
matter to me whether in the event of the redistribution of 
seats I bse my seat. It may happen to somebody else a 
to several people; so if I happen to be one it would not 
matter: it would be in the interestof the Island as a whole. 

However, Sir, I still have something to contribute as 
far as this motion is concerned. In the first place, as I 
have said, it is about time to review this constitution and 
.we ham got to face up to our responsibilities as far as 
this new bit of legislation is concerned. 

I wil l  not join any issue, Sir, concernirg the time limit 
imposed upon the Commission and attempt to convince this 
House that in my opinion the wording of the Objects and 
Reasons which says that the Commission is supposed to 
report in six months and that there are possible extensions 
is something about which we should concernourselves, be- 
cause I do not think it is worthwhile anybody talking about 
that. I agree with the Hon. Premier that if a bye-election 
takes place within this term, the election would be fought 
on the Representation of the People Act as it now stands. 
Therefore, it does not m e r  if this Boundaries Commis- 
sion does not complete its work before the prorogation of 
this House for the holding of a General Election. That is a 
fact. It is just wasting time and holding the House to ran- 
som to think you are making a point when you are talking 
about that. 

Mr. MLLLER: Mr. Speaker, I rise on apoint of order. 
I think the hon. junior member for St. Peter is aware that 
by the Representation of the People Actetheperiod of time 
for a session of this House is five years. In the Manifesto 
of the Government Party, it is stated that the duration of 
the life of this House w i l l  be for a period of three years; 
therefore, I do not agree with the hoa. member saying that 
that is not a matter worthy of consideration. 

Mr. Speaker, you wil l  forgive me; I know that this 
is just a point of order on which I am S- You will 
also remember that mention was also made elsewhere by 
the Hon. Premier when he was questioned about the date 
of the election that he said it would depend on how soon 
the Boundaries Commission sent in their report. 

Mr. HUSBANIX: That is not a point of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. junior member for St. 
Peter proceed. It is always a difficult thing to decide 
whether it is a point of order until the hon. member has 
said most of what he had to say. 

Mr. HBBANDG: Sir, the Premier of Barbados under 
our present constitudon can say whethr the term of Par- 



liament is five years or even two days. Wknever the 
Premier in his opinion decides that he will not carry on 
any longer and chooses to tell the Headof the Mministra- 
tion of this Colony that in his opinion this House should be 
prorogued, it w i l l  have to be prorogued. 

Any schoolboy knows that. Why waste time? If the 
Hon. Premier has given notice to theebctors that in three 
years* time he i s  going to come again to the electorate, 
well obviously, he must know why and we must understand 
normally that as long as this Boundaries Cornrnission 
makes a report within three years, it is no use talking 
about having a six-month extension, a three-month exten- 
sion or another year9 extension. That is just wasting 
time. If you cannot see that, you are purblind. 

I said, Mr. Speaker, that there must be reasons behind 
this Bill and as far as I remember, it was the intention of 
one Party of the Opposition in Parliament to press the then 
Government for the creation of single-member constitu- 
encies. I remember one timehearingthat one Party press- 
ing for such provision was accused of playing the game of 
the Conservatives. I was sitting where Your Honour now 
has the privilege of sitting and half of the other side con- 
firmed it. 

Sir, I agree with the creation of single-member con- 
stituencies. Double-member constituencies is now an 
anachronism, I do not know if there are still a few of such 
constituencies in the United Kingdom. There were  a few, 
but I do not know if they have gone out of existence. Cer- 
tainly, they are an anachronism and the Island must mw 
be divided into single-member constituencies. 

I do not agree with the Hon. Premier when he inter- 
prets what I see here in the Schedule to mean that it is 
within the powers of the Commission to increase on the 
number of existing constituencies. The Hon. Premier said 
that he may have one interpretation and the Boundaries 
Commission may have another. I absolutely do not agree 
with him and for obvious reasons. 

This is Paragraph 1 of the Schedule:- 

'% Island shall be divided into as many wnstituen- 
cies as there are members of the General Assembly." 

Now, the Boundaries Grnrnission is going to read this. 
They have not divided yet and this is a direction to them 
before they actually begin with the revision. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: I rise on a point of order. 
I do not think the hon. member is serious on that. The 
Bill is not yet law; so it cannot be a direction. If and when 
this Bill becomes an Act of the Legislature, then the 
Schedule becomes effective - not before. It could not W 
itself to that interpretation. 

Mr. HIBBANDS: Mr. Speaker, we are passing a Bill. 
We are not a Boundaries Commission in here. No Bound- 
aries Commission has yet been set up, but we are passing 
a Bill which is intituled an Acttoprovide for the establish- 
ment of a Boundaries Commission and for matters con- 
nected therewith and incidental to the same. 

This is the authority for the setting up of this Com- 
mission. This BUt which will soon become an Act of the 
Legislature w i l l  have to guide the Boundaries Commission 
if they get nothing else. Mr. Speaker, as you know from 
your position, in passing this Bill, this Schedule is going 
to be passed. When the Bill is  passed, what is in the 
Schedule i s  law. The Schedule will be read unless amended 
and it will be read by the Boundaries Commission before 
they begin to do their work, That is what they would read. 
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And I hop they can read. Upon reflection, they are 
all members of this Honourable Chamber and this is what 
they will read:- 

'The Island shall be divided into as many wnstituen- 
ciesw not as there are to be members but "as there are 
members of the General Assembly". 

If the word "are** means "arev*- yesterday ortomor- 
row it is still all right. What else can it mean? It is not 
worthwhile our labouring this matter* The members of 
the House are not many legally trained hon gentlemen, 
but they are al l  possessed of wrnmonsense. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORI): On a pointoforder. The hon. 
member w i l l  concede that he is misinterpreting the pro- 
visions of this Schedule. If h e  would refer m Section 11 
of the I3ilI on page 4 he will see that this is what is says:- 

"The Commission shall review the boundaries of the 
constituencies into which the island is divided under and 
by virtue of sub-Section (l) of Section three of the Repre- 
sentation of the People Act, 1957, and, within six months 
after the date upon which the Cornrnission is appointed or 
within such further tirne as the Governor mav on the 
application of the Commission throughits ~ha i rmkdeter -  
mine, submit to the General Assembly a report showing 
the constituencies into which it recommends that the island 
should be divided in order to give effect to the rules set 
out in the Schedule to this Act.** 

Then when you turn to the Scheduhe of the Act it says 
this:- 

"The Island shall be divided into as many constituen- 
cies as there are members of the General Assembly.** 

All it means is that if the Boundaries Comrnission 
recommend that there should be six constituencies or sixty 
constituencies there must be, in consequence, a similar 
number of members of the Assembly. 

Mr. HLSBANIX: Let us reduce that to the absurdity. 
For argument's s h ,  if the Boundaries Commission rewm- 
mended less than 24 constituencies what will the position 
be? The Grnrnission wiU be under your Chairmanship, Mr. 
Speaker. I feel that this Schedule is morethan an ordinary 
guide to the Commission. I quite agree with my colleague 
with reference to the observations I see here in the 'Vbjects 
and Reasons*' of the Bill. It says:- "It is proposed that 
the Speaker of the General Assembly should be the Chair- 
man of the Commission: than a Deputy Chairmanshould be 
appointed by the Governor in accordance with the advice 
of the Premier,.,". I could not begin to agree with that; 
today we do not suffer from any inferiority complex and 
we need not seek to have imported people in Barbados to 
tell us how this country should be divided as far as our 
wnstituencies are concerned. Although weare just peepiw 
around the corner of independence, the Speaker.,.... 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: On a point of order. I should 
like to inform the hon. member that in so far as this pro- 
vision in this Section is concerned, it is taken more or less 
from the House of Commons (Redistribution of Seats) Act, 
1949, of the United Kingdom If you were to refer to page 
3 of this Bill you will see this Caption: ''W for the Bound- 
aries Commission Act, 1962, Comparative Table*', The 
enacmnt  on which this particular provision is  based is 
'The Constitution of Trinidad and Tobago - Annex to the 
Trinidad and Tobago (Constitution) Order inCouncil,1961: 
The House of Commons (Redistribution of Seats) Act, 1949 
of the United Kingdom, to which I have already referred, 
and the Jamaica (Constitution) Order in Council, 1959. If 
you were to refer to the HousofComnwns (Redistribution 
of Seats) Act of 1949 you w i l l  see that the power is placecl 
in the hands of the Speaker and the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion in precisely the same manner as it is proposed in 
this Bill. 

Mr. HLEBANIS: And in precisely the same way as 1 
said before the hon. member spoke, I disagree with it. To 
begin with, the House of Commons has no Deputy Speaker. 
The Chairman of Cornmit~ees may act in the plaoe of Mr. 
Speaker, but we have a Deputy Speaker, not an acting 
Speaker, whereas the Chairmanof Commitoees in the House 
of Commons acts as  Deputy Speaker. The Deputy Speaker 
is endowed with 99. something per cent of the powers of 
the Speaker. I do not agree wit.  this. The Ikputy Speaker 
should act in your place in case you cannot attend to the 
activities of this proposed Boundaries Commission. 
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If we are saying that we are independent minded as 
we hope to be, I could not hope to approve of such a pro- 
vision. Naturally, Sir, I approve that the BoundariesCom- 
mission will  have the authorityof a Commissionof Enquiry 
and would have power to summon proper evidence and all 
that, because I do not think there could be any argument as 
far as that is concerned; but again I agree with the hon. 
junior member for St. George and the hon. senior rnember 
for St. Peter that this matter is just sticking to a particu- 
lar form of drafting. I do not think that when you bok at 
the numerical strength of the present Official Opposition 
in this I-Iouse, it really warrants the authority given to it 
in this Bill. Members have gone through the fact that they 
are so few in number, and that is so material, because 
the Opposition in Parliament right now i s  about ten, four 
of whom form the Official Opposition and of the other six 
there are three Independents and three belonging to another 
Party. 

When you speak of the Leader of the Opposition, you 
think of him as speaking for the Opposition, but I do not 
think k has very much force behind him. I think the draft- 
ing was a copy of a draft; it may be a very good original 
from which it was taken, but in actual practice when you 
think of the force that is now being granted to the Leader 
of the Opposition for his Party, I think the rest of us in 
the Opposition are not taken very much into account, and 
therefore I think the Leader of the Official Opposition i s  
a rather fortunate member to have been granted this 
authority under this Bill. That is my observation which 
has been shared by those who have preceded me and struck 
a similar note. It must also be remembered that the Con1- 
mission is not only going to divide the Island into con- 
stituencies, but it is going to name them. It is not going 
to be St. Peter South and St. Peter North, because St. 
Peter itself might not be a constituency anymore as it is 
a small parish. I am sorry the hon. member was not here 
to hear how I began my address, because if you go by 
numbers, certainly we would not be entitled to more than 
one seat. As he said, we are just on the borderline, and 
1.1 is  nearer to one than to 2. They are going to have new 
names; so it is an entirely new departure being made from 
tk Representation of the People Act. I believe, Sir, there 
is going to be a conflict. 

ICon. W. A. CRAWFORD: On a point of order, may I 
interrupt the hon. member if he would give way? You will 
note, Mr. Speaker, that we have suspended Standing Order 
No. 5 for a specified period. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no specified period. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: I said at the dme that we 
would go on until about 7.30 p.m 

Mr. SPEAKER: That was not part of the motion; it 
was just an intimation. 

tbn, W. A. CRAWFORD: What we would like to do at 
this stage is to postpone this debate in order that we may 
finally dispose of two small items appearing under Orders 
Nos. 5 and 6, one of which is the buying of a piece of land 
for highway improvement, and the other being a small 
amendment to the Public Health Act. This debate obviously 
will continue for some time, Sir, and neither Your Honour 
nor the staff has had any dinner and we do not want to be 
responsible for their health Either the hon. member will 
make the motion or I will make it myself that the debate 
on this matter be postponed at this stage. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not at this stage, because the hon. 
junior member for St. Peter simply gave way to hear what 
the Hon. Leader of the House proposed to say. I would 
suggest that we allow the hon. junior member for St. Peter 
to complete. 

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: If be goes on for another half 
an hour and we have to do these other matters, we win be 
here until 9 o'clock. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes; but we are at the service of the 
w k .  

~on, W. A. CRAWFORD: I sincerely hope the hob 
member would remember that. 

Mr. H t s B A N B :  I think when it comes to Local 
Government elections, a BilI will have to come down to 
amend the existing Act in relation to Local Government, 
because as  you know, Sir, for the purpose of Local Gov- 
ernment, the Lsland is divided into electoral districts, and 
the district of St. Michael is divided into wards. In the 
Northern and S o u h r n  Districts there are no wards. For 
the purpose of h a 1  Government you have six parishes 
sometimes coming together to form a district, and you 
also have three parishes in some cases and four in some 
cases. That is a very complicated state of affairs and you 
will have to amend the present Representation of the People 
Act very soon in respect of Local Government. That un- 
doubtedly can be done, I hope, as expeditiously as possible. 

There is one thing I must observe and no hon. mem- 
ber has yet hinted at it. I hope it  is not being understood 
that I am making a case in defence of any member, least 
of all myself. Apart from coming to the House of Assembly 
and making legislation, members have from day to day 
to atbend to the Mividual political needs of their con- 
stitwnts, and I used to always wonder how much of that 
sort of personal representation the representatives of 
the metropolitan parish could do. Certainly I do not think 
it could be as much as a representative could do wtao is 
responsible for a smaller constituency unit. Now I do feel 
that it will be possible when an increased number of re- 
presentatives is allocated to St. Michael that more per- 
sonal representation will be done. The day to day political 
chores that go unnoticed mean a lot to your constituents, 
but at the same time you have the law of compensation. 
If you take the ruraldistricts and increase them in number, 
by the law of compensation it  is going to be a more tiring 
job for a rural representative to serve his constituents 
as faithfully as he did in the past. 
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I visualise that St. Peter and St. Lucy w i l l  have one 
representative each Who knows? I am not indulging in 
reckless anticipation, but I can foresee that small constitu- 
encies like the parish of St. Joseph which presently has 
two representatives - may be, another part of St. Andrew 
w i l l  be attached to it to have one representative. 

As l see it, I can see a lot of shiftings. I agree with 
the point made by the hon. junior member for St. George. 
Although I appreciate very much that we are masters in 
our own house, and that members of the House would really 
be the Gmmissioners, Id0 feelthat tkre ought to be some 
system of attaching to the Boundaries Commission sorne- 
one who has already familiarised himself with a business 
of this sort, someone who has had to do with the setting UP 
of boundaries. I remember when a Commission was ap- 
pointed to divide tbe present existing constituencies in 
certain districts that the Government made use of the 
services of a gentleman who was entrusted with m* 
the issues. 

I have no idea whatever what composition this Com- 
mission would be. I see that the Goverment is appointing 
some of the members and the Leader of the Opposition 
is appointing some: so I do not know at this stage who is 
likely to become a member. I know the composition of 
this House: so I do not think that the Boundaries a m -  
mission can well afford to be without some sort of expert 
or  some expert assistance in the car* out of this job. 
I am speaking quite impersonally on this matter; it does 
not matter to me who suffers even if I happen TO be one 
to s-r as a result of this, I do wish that the Boundaries 
Commission w i l l  be in no way hampered in the execution 
of what has been entrusted to it to do. 

HO~. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. senior member for St. Joseph 
caught my eye first. 



Hon. W. A CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I am appealing 
to the hon. member to give way on the plea which I made 
earlier today. There are two other matters which we have 
to consider today. It is obvious that the discussion on this 
Bill is going to take some more time and I therefore beg 
to move at this stage,.... 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister cannot make a 
motion because the bn. senior member for St. Joseph is 
on his feet. If he is prepared to give way, well then..... 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I said, the hon. senior member 
for St. Joseph caught my eye first and it will  be al l  right 
so long as he is prepared to start when we resume the 
discussion on this. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: I beg to move that further 
wns deration of this matter be postponed. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: I beg to second that. 

The question was put andresolved in the affirmative 

without division. 

RESOLUTION re COMPULSORY ACQULSITXON 
OF LAND FOR PURPOSE OF HIGHWAY 

IMPROVEMENTS 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the day stands in 
the name of the Hon. Minister of Communications, Works, 
Housing and Tourism: To move the passing of a Resolution 
to approve of the compulsory acquisition by the Governor- 
in-Executive Committee of the parcels of land described 
in the Schedule thereto for the purpose of Highway improve- 
ments for the use and benefit of the public. 

The Hon. Minister is not in his place. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDs: Mr. Speaker, I rise to ask 
leave to deal with this Resolution, standing in the name of 
the Hon. Minister of Communications, Works, Housing 
and Tourism 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Midster of Social Services 
is asking leave of this House to deal with Order No. 5 
standing in the name of the hon. junior member for St. 
MichaeL If there is no objection, leave is granted the hon. 
member. ( A  pause). 

There being no objection, leave is granted the hon. 
Minister. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDG: Mr. Speaker, hob members 
have inspected plans for widening the road near the Mian 
Ground Social Centre and in order to carry out this deve- 
lopment, it is imperative that certain portions of land in 
that area owned by Mr. R. T. Harewood, Mrs. R L M u r d  
and Mr. R. Herbert would have to be used for the develop- 
ment of the road in that area. 

According to the Schedule to the Resolution, it is 
clearly seen that Mr. R T. Harewood isnot wiUm to sell 
his land there and therefore in order to widen the W w a y  
along there it would be necessary to acquire that land 
compulsorily. 
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A s  to the quesdon of Mr. Herbert's land, it is noted 
that Mr.Herbert does not have anindefeasibktitle for the 
land and that mcessitates the implementation of the Com- 
pulsory Land Acquisition Act. I think that everything has 
been clearly outZLned in the First and Second Schedules to 
the Resolution as well as in the Addendum. I therefore 
take great pleasure in moving that this Resolution do now 
PasS. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: I beg to sec~lad that 

Mr. MCYTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the 
hon. member which of the lands which he is referring to? 

He refers to the land of M. Herbert and would he tell me 
which portion of land is vested in the Governor-in-Execu- 
tive CO-? I am quite in agreement with this Reso- 
lution because I appreciate the Government's decision as  
to t k  widening of the roads. Iwasfollowing the hon. mem- 
ber quite closely while he was s p e w  and he mentioned 
lad which is vested in the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mime; however, I must plead ignorance of this land. 

&n. A. DaC. EDWARIX: Mr. Speaker, for the informa- 
tion of the hon. senior member for the City, the portion 
of land which is  vested in the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee is a portion of 2,036 square feet which forms 
part of a portion of land acquired from Mr. J. C. Cheese- 
man in March, 1958. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I thank the hon. member. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass was 

put and resolved in the affrimative without division. 

PUJ3LIC HEALTH (FEPEAL) BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the day stands in 
the name of the Hon. Minister of SocialServices:- To move 
the second reading of a Bill to repeal the Public Health 
Act, 1908, and the Public ikalth (Amendment) Act, 1945 
(Act 1945-29). 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARIX: hlr. Speaker, the Public 
Health Act of 1954 places the responsibility for the ad- 
ministration of the Public Health services on the Director 
of Medical Services and replaces the General Board of 
He& as an Advisory Body on public health policy or 
administration by Public Health Advisory Committees. It 
was, however, necessary by the Public Health (Amendment) 
Act of 1959 to keep the General Board of Health alive 
mainly and primarily for the purpose of looking after the 
subdivision and sale of land. This has necessitated an 
additional burden placed on the Ikpartment of Medical 
Services and also the rubber-stamping of appraisements 
and so forth done by the General Board of Health. The 
Board serws, at this stage, with the introduction of Town 
and Country Planning Iegislation in this island, no useful 
purpose. As a matter of fact, it ends  to delay action in 
the purchase or sale of land and therefore I hardly think 
it is  necessary to continue with this Board of tEealth any 
longer. A s  a matter of fact, as  the position stands now, 
if  anyone is willing to acquire or sell or divide a portion 
of land, he has got to have the approval of two bodies. In 
this day of grace and in this age, we feel that there should 
be no longer any delay in developing our country because 
we have got to approach two bodies for permission to sell 
and divide our land. 4 

As a matter of fact, in many cases, applications, 
although h y  are approved by the Town and Country 
Planning Office, are held up for a month or  two by the 
General Board of Health, There is provisioninthe Interim 
Control Act for the Town and Comtry Planning Officer 
to approach certain Governmental Bpartments when an 
application is put forward for any sort of development or 
for ~ construction of a building or the purchase of land 
and so on. Under the provisions of this Act, the Town and 
Country P h d n g  officer can ask the opinion of the Direc- 
tor of Medical Services who w i l l  be able to advise on the 
healrh or the sanitary situation whether it is a qwstion 
of the purchase of property or the subdivision or sale 4 
of land. Tk Director of Medical Servioes w i l l  be able to 
advise where such matters are concern&. 

Mr. Speaker, I was trying to make the point that the 
various applications are just becoming a nuisance in the 
office of the Department of Medical Services. I hardly 
tNnk that any hon. member of this House would object 
to the proposal to abobh this Geaeral Board of Health 
and transfer the powers of the General Board of Health 
to the  TOW^ and Guntry P m  Officer. I beg to move 
that this BLU be now read a second time. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: I beg to second that. 



Mr. SPEAKER: Does any other hon. member desire 
to speak on this Bill? 

Mr. SEALEY: Mr. Speaker, I notice that the object 
of this Bill is 'to transfer to the Town and Country Lkve- 
lopment Planning Office the functions which are now per- 
formed by the General Board of Health under the Public 
Health Act, 1908 in relation to the subdivision and sale 
of land. In this particular case, I think that for the last 
three years we have been dealing with this type of business 
in the Bridgetown City Council. 
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I can assure you, Sir, that the Board of Health has 

been doing its job, but in my opinion the Town and C o u n ~  
Planning Officer has been given too much latitude, and on 
several occasions w e  have had to come to the rescue of 
the poor people. To give him more power, Mr. Speaker, I 
am sure we would be looking for more trouble, because 
we would be putting the cart beforethe horse. I am saying, 
Sir, that this Bill should be postponed. 

You w i l l  be surprised to know, Sir, that just a couple 
of days ago the Town and Country Planning Officer gave 
Esso permission to make a by-pass on the main road on 
either side of Fontabek for their service station, but 

-f 
refused to give a gentleman entrance for his car on the 
same street. I should also like to bring to your attention 
that at the corner of Milk Market he refused to give Mr. 
Rollock permission to carry his building four storeys high, 
but allowed the Goddard S to carry theirs five storeys high. 
We of the Public Ikalth Board in the Bridgetown City 
Council are the persons who have to assist him, and we 
tell him to give everybody permission or none, I think this 
matter would take very serious discussion, and I do not 
think it should be forced throughtoday. Youwill n o t b  too, 
Sir, that a lot of people today are prevented from erecting 
houses on certain lands throughout the Island, and yet they 
haw alIowed the Y.M.P.C. to erect a galvanised paling 
right on the road. I should like to know if the law is for 

r certain people and not for others. 

Mr. Speaker, i n  Carrington V-, there are lovely 
spots that are wasted, and to give the Town and Coun~y 
Planning Department more power would be to make tNngs 
worse. People who have to deal with this matter would like 
to speak on it, and I do notthink this Bill should be rushed 
through today. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before the hon. member sits, is he 
moving that further consideration of this Bill be postponed? 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I wi l l  do that. Mr. Speaker, I would 
.g.. like the Minister to listen to me carefully, and I am very 

glad that the Hon. Minister of Communications, Works and 
Housing has entered the House. I amone who has been ob- 
serving Law and authority. I believe when the Bill was 
passed here at the t i m  vesting power in the hands of one 
man without giving the people of this country the right to 
appeal to a disinterested non-political body such as the 
Judiciary, that I said you were taking away the rights of 
the people of this country. I was criticised, my suggestions 
were laughed at and scorned, and the Bill went through. 
Today I want to make my position abundantly clear. Out of 
courtesy, the Town and Country Planning Officer must send 
to a Committee to the various Councils - and there are 
three Councils in the Island - if there is a disagreement, 
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to hear their views, and at times there is no disagreement. 
I believe, Sir, that at least in the municipal area we have 
served some useful purpose in trying to point out the hard- 
ships which are being caused to a number of individuals. 

Now I think it is universally known in this Island that 
the Government employs the minority of people and private 
enterprise employs the great majority. By private enter- 
prise I do not speak of big businesses, but of the small 
people who employ people other than the Government. 

> Quite recently, Sir, there were some 90 applicadnns on 
the desk of the Town and Country Planning Officer awaitiug 
decisions. You will quite appreciate that in a c o r n y  with 
unemployment - and this Government should appreciate it 
more than anybody else - when there are 90 applications 
for people to repair, remodel or build houses lying on the 

desk of this Officer, that that would bekeeping hundreds of 
people out of work. I thinkof people like artisans and those 
who would be able to do such work. Now I am not going to 
accuse either one of these Officers of being pardal, but 
what I would like to say is that there is a lack of knowledge 
of the country that at times seems to make them allow 
things m happen in om area, andinthesamebreathnot 
allow it in the same area. What the hon. senior member 
for St. Michael has said is true. W e  have seen an appli- 
cation from a man on the Harbour access road definitely 
signed by the Officer refusinghimenvanceon that road for 
his car; but on the s a m  road w e  have seen an application 
from the Esso Service people granting thempermissionto 
have this facility on the same road. W e  made it clear that 
they might have a Government behind them, but the Govern- 
ment does not control me, that I have the right to say what 
I want to say, and we are not gohg to stand for that. 

Mr. Speaker, I therefore call upon the Minister to 
inxstigate this because it is dishonest. You cannot have 
any officer in that Department turning down an application 
from a Barbadian for entrance on that road, and allowing 
foreign people to come in and have an entrance. I call on 
the Minister to inwtigate that, and if it is a lie, the hon. 
senior member for St. Michael and I will resign our seats. 
The next thing we want to draw to your attention is that 
this Bill, as the Minister says, will prevent this delay 
which seems to be occasioned by having the Board of 
Health in an advisory capacity, because as the law now 
stands, bebre you can apply to theTown and Country Plan- 
ning Officer you must get the permission of the Board of 
Health to cut up or divide land. In the Act, there are such 
phrases as "no person shall divide" and ''no person shall 
build ". 
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It goes further - I can tellyou that because it is pan  
of my living, I ham to b o k  after it. A man cannot build a 
w a l l  on his land unless it goes sixfeet from his boundary. 

I want the Minister to answer me this question. You 
w i l l  pardon me if I refer to himpersonally. From the time 
I can remBmber myself, doctors at the Lunatic Asy- 
lum lived in that house in &acorn Road which had some 
shrubs around it and, as far as I know, they lived there 
quite comfortably. Apparently a y ,  you have an officer 
who is livbg there who thinks that there are too many Ne- 
gro psople mar to him and Inoticc w i t b u t  your going back 
six foes from the road, you are building a six foot wall r&hr 
on tht boundary. I want to ask the Hoa Minisoer why is te 
taking all this money to build a six feet wal l  around that 
property when in the same breath you are saying that you 
should take the money which will  build a guard wall and 
build a house. I have not found Mr. Stevens to be dishonest 
but I have found him to be over zealous in doing his job. I 
have found tbe ather man *m you have in that office 
frightfully ignorant about his job. I refer to the man who 
has Geography as one of the certificates of his qualifica- 
tion, 

Hon. W. k CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, Iriseto report 
progress. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: No, no; the bn. member cannot stop I 
me on this. l was say@, Mr. Speaker, that if any hon. 
member owns a piece of land and he wanted to build a 
house on it, he WO& be told by the Hon. Minister that he 
has to go back six feet from his boundary Ilne and the 
boundary llne of his nsighbour. I need notremind you that 
during the time of tbe last Government the. Town and 
Country Planning Wice advised the Government not to 
erect a market in Bay Street but they went ahead and 
erected it there. If you want the majesty of the law to be 
respected, then Government must set the first exampLe; 
you should not expect the people who bought Jones Land to 
respect your decisions when they see that the Government 
i s  prepared to build a six foot wall around its property 
just because a doctor may say that he does not like to see 
Negro people ux, mar around. That is not rW in prin- 
ciple. If any member wants to have friends in that way, that 
is not the attitude to adopt I will not adopt that attitude. 
PeopZe think I am makiog a b t  of sport but I am not making 
any sport. I call on the Minister to find out by whose au- 



thority you build a wall six feet hlgh around that laid. Dr. 
Goddard lived there at one time, I have asked the Hon. 
Minister about that already. Why? What has gone wrong? 
Is it  because you have poor people around there? I know 
the Hon. Minister will go and investigate, 

Sir, I will  have nothing against, let us say, an amend- 
ment to this Act which would say that you should apply 
straight to the Town and GuntryPlarmingQfficer and that 
you should send your plans to him, but it will surprise 
you to know what you a re  doing here in this country. A 
man came to me the other morning and told me that he 
made an application to the Town and Country Planning 
Officer to put up a sign in front of his place. Ile received 
a letter in reply. He told me that it cost him $120 because 
they wrote and told him that he would have to submit a 
drawing to show the whole outline. He would have ro get a 
surveyor or draftsman to submit a plan to show how 
near it would be to the other people's premises. He only 
wanted to put up a sign to show that he was selling films 
for development. Is that not outragmus? Either that per- 
son who is doing chat is a convuhd ass o r  does not know 
what he is doing. I am just saying that hon. members of the 
Government are sitting down and do not hcow what they are 
doing. 

Hon. G. G. FERGGSON: h4r. S ~ a k e r ,  I rise on a 
point of order. For the information of the hon. senior 
member for the City, the discretionary powers of the Town 
and Country Planning Gfficer are  practically unlimited in 
this Island and very soon we wil l  be coming to the Legis- 
lature to amend that Act completely. At present, applicants 
have got the right to appeal and there are several cases of 
appeal outstanding now. AS I have said, in a very short 
time we w i l l  be coming here to amend that legislation. I am 
sure that this Government will do nothing whatsoever to 
create unemployment or  hardship on the people in the Is- 
land of Barbados. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the Hon. Minister is now 
making a speech. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 am sohappy that the Hon. Minister 
has got up and said that. If there is any Minister whom I 
have faith in, i t  is that hon. member. What you have here 
inthis Bill is dishonest. Go to that office and you will see 
that there is an application which has been on that officer's 
desk and that officer has refused to consider it. This Bill 
is made retrospective so that when t k  time comes he will 
be able to turn down that application. Some officers from 
the Bridgetown City Council can give you chapter and verse 
on this matter. 

I agree with the hon. member when he suggests that 
this ought to be postponed. I cameinhere with the intention 
of talking this out until 9.00 o'clock. There are  plans in 
this man's office in which we disagree with what he has 
said and we told the people to appeal but their appeals have 
never been sent on to the Minister. 
8.05 p.m. 

You can bring in whom you like. I am not asking for 
any job. If a thing Is wrong, then i t  is wrong. Stevens 
said one thing and West said another. Youhave Mr. Hoyos 
at the Housing Authority who got in at the backdoor. Be- 
cause I expressed my view in relation to the people who 
support me in the Bay Land -- because I defended the peo- 
ple who support me up there - I understand that because 
there a re  a few doctors and kwyers and a few negro men 
who do not know themselves yet - they a re  a lot of social 
climbers. 1 am void of social climbing. I was going to 
say I have heard that that boy Hoyos at the Y.M.P.C. said 
that the Presidency w i l l  be changed and he is a personal 
friend of the Minister and he wonders what Mottley would 
say. I am no: mincing any matters about that. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: On a point of order. Mr. 
Speaker, the policy of this Government in connection with 
the erection of fences or  barriers around playing fields 
which a re  property of the Government or  Statutory Boards 
is not to erect these fences or  barriers, and therefore the 
necessary instructions are  given to implement the policy 
of this Government in all of these matters. Where any play- 

ing field or  property of the Government has been fenced 
around, that action is against the policy of this Government. 
We are taking every possibk step to ensure that any 
property which belongs to the Government must be left 
open so that everybody can have the use of it just as  
Queen's Park or  any other place in Barbados is left open 
for the use of the people. 

Mr, MOTTLE Y: Mr. Speaker, 1 am very pleased to 
hear that. Ihave in mind the doctor who said: "It may be all 
right, but when thesunday morningcomes allof these little 
children a re  playiug on the pasture." I want to say that if I 
had my way Spartan Club would have had to look for some- 
where to go ever since. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, on a point of 
order. It is more than obvious from the volume of the 
speech of tbe hon. member that he has had his supper and 
what not, but lam suggesting that the Staff of the House has 
been working here without interruption since 12 o'clock 
(Noon). I am therefore suggesting to the hon. member that 
he should make a motion for the postporaenwnt of the de- 
bate. 

Mr. hlOTTLEY: Very well. Mr. Speaker, at this stage 
I beg to move that the further considerationof this Bill or 
that the further debate an this Bill be postponed. 

Mr. MILLER: I beg to second that motion. In the mean- 
time, before i.l= adjournment i s  taken Iwould like to know 
what will be the position he with regard to the debate on 
the White Paper. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us deal with one thing at a time. 
Ttle question is that further debate on this Bill be post- 
poned. ibn. members in favour of that will please say 
"Aye" and those against will please say "No". I. think the 
"Ayes" have it. Further debate on thisBillis accordingly 
postponed. 

LEGLSLATJYE COUNCLL'S AMENDMENT TO THE 
PENSIONS (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, before we ad- 
journ, there is a Bill which has been returned from the 
Other Place with one amendment. That Bill is the Pen- 
sions (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill. This Bill has been passed 
by the Other Place with a slight amendment which appears 
in Clause& sub-clause (1) and in the first line of that 
sub-clause. The word "anlendnmt" has been amended to 
appear in its plural form. In other word S, we are  merely 
adding an "S" to the word "amendment'*. With those re- 
marks, Sir, I am asking leave that this amendment be dealt 
with forthwith 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister is asking leave to 
deal with this amendment forthwith and unless there be any 
objection, leave wi l l  be granted the Hon. Minister. (After 
a pause) There k i n g  no objection, leave is accordingly 
granted. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, a s  I have a1- 
ready pointed out, t k  Other Place has changd the word 
"amendment" occurring in Clause 5 sub-clause (1) line 1 
of this Bill to the word "amendments". I beg to move that 
this amendment be now read a first time. 

Hon. G. G. FERGLSSON: I beg to second t h a t  
l'he question was  put and resolvedin  the affirmative 

wi thout division. 

On motions of Hon. W. A:'CRAWFOHU, seconded by  
Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON in each c a s e ,  the amendment 
was  read a second time and agreed to. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Order Paper having been fixed. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I want to 
make it clear that the House will have to deal next Tues- 
day with the Local Government Bill of which notice is 



to it. 

Mr. MILLER: I want to know more than that. Today you 
decided that you would curtail further debate on the White 
Paper and instructed the operator from Rediffusion to 
leave the build@. I want to be told definitely when we will  
be given an opportunity to debate the White Paper. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: On a point of order, we did 
nothing of the kind today. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Actually, the hon. junior member for 
St. George has accused me, because he said "you". 

Mr. MILLER: On a point of order, I do not know w b  
instructed the Clerk, but I am told that the Clerk did dis- 
miss the operator from Rediffusion. I want to be told by 
the Leader of the House exactly when w i l l  time be made 
available for the members of the Opposition, because I 
have got something to say on the matter. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, there are cer- 
tain important measures like the one to which I referred just 
now which have to be finalised before the House goes into 
summer recess. U finalisation of these matters can be ef- 
fecd in time next Tuesday for debateonthe White Paper 
to continue, by all means; but these other matters must 
have priority. May I be permitted to say that for the entire 
day the equipment of Rediffusion was here, and it is only 
about an hour ago when it became more than obvious that we 
could not get to the White Paper tonight that the Rediffu- 
sion man was allowed to go? I-le was there the entire day 
and evening until 7 o'clock. 

Mr. MILLER: On a point of order, I want a firm un- 
dertaking from the Leader of the House, no matter how he 
talks around it, as to what isgoingto be the fate of the de- 
bate on the White Paper before we break for the summer 
recess. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Has the Hon. Leader of the House any- 
thing to add to what he said before? 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I have m Con- 
trol over the duration of the contributions made by hon. 
members on matters when they come up. I am informed 
that the Rediffusion equipment is still here, because we 
presumed that there would have been some time today to 
deal with the Federation i s s q b u t  it just was not pos~ibk. 
The hon. junior member for St. George has, I think, had 
more time on the floor today thananybody else, and every- 
thing depends on how volublehe and his colleagues are next 
Tuesday and on whether the matters on which the Govern- 
ment is asking for priority can be dealt with in time to 
leave here before midnight. It is  a very short Order Pa- 
per ...... , 

Mr. MILLER: On a point of order, if it looks difficult 
or even impossible to complete, would the Leader of the 
House give us some,sort of assurance that on Tuesday, if 
for any reason the debate is  prolonged until Wednesday, 
we wil l  have the opportunity to speak? It is true that we 
could have had a break earlier for the staff to get some 
supper, but I want to know if you are going to adjourn until 
Wednesday so that opportunity will  be given for nlembers 
to speak on this vital and unportant matter in  the country's 
history. The Hon. Premier has spoken onit and the Minis- 

given today. I presume the Clerk will have it circdated 
as soon as possible, but we have to get it through because 
the rates of the municipality have been held up. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I trust the blinister of Trade will see 
that the Government gives its full and unstinted w-opera- 
tion in getting it printed and circulated not later than 
Saturday. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: With regard to the question 
of the hon. junior rnem'oer for St. George about the White 
Paper, this is really not under our control. For instance 
today, we have just not been able to get to it. Hon. mem- 
bers have had their allotted time for Private Members' 
Business, two and a half hours or whatever it was, we 
have been here from 12 o'clock, and we are adjourning 
after 8 o'clock, with only a short break for lunch and a 
short attendance at the Other Place. We just could not get 

ter of Education has spoken for two days and a half on it, 
and for some reason or other we fear we wi l l  not be given 
an opportunity to speak on it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no motion before the House 
now. The Imn. junior member for St. Georw rose on a point 
of order, and again on another point of order, but there is 
no motion before the Ibuse. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: blr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this Ibuse do now adjourn until Tuesday.2W August, 
1962 at 12 noon. 

I am s w s t i n g  that in view of the importance which 
the hon. member appears to attach to the continuance of the 
debate on Federation, if it apgears that the Government 
Business is taking up, or r d r  if the debates of the Gov- 
ernnlent Orders through the prolixity of the speakers take 
up as much time as they did d a y ,  we may suggest that 
Private Members' Time be allocated for discussiononthe 
White Paper. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Instead of 'prolixity', I would sustest 
'the comprehensive nature of members' contributions.' 

kn. W. A. CRAWFORD: That involves no reflection 
on Your Honour. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSON: Ibeg to second the motion for 
ad journrnent. 

Mr. MIUER: Mr. Speaker, if the Hon. Leader of the 
House and Ikputy Premier looks at tb Order Paper, he 
will realise that we have just completd Item No. 5 under 
Government Business, but Item No. 2 is  the White Paper 
on the Federation. It is a question of whether or not you 
want to take the Items as they appear on the Order Paper. 
Why should he suggest that I am pay- more importance 
to the White Paper than I would normally tn Government 
Business? Why should it take second place to any other 
matter? I am simply asking to be given the assurance if we 
cannot complete it on Tuesday that we goon until Wednes- 
day. I am willing to agree to the break for the summer re- 
cess, but you should oertainly not deny members of the 
Opposition an opportunity to speak on this. This is the fifth 
time for the evening that I have beenaskhg him to give us 
that undertakhg. W e  must feel the same responsibility to 
somebody as the Leader of the House, because we are 
all eLected kre. Why shouM there be this kind of be- 
haviour? W e  are only asking for that opportunity, and you 
are going to waltz and dance and sing? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Whom do you mean by "you"? 

Mr. MILLER: You know that I can only be addressing 
YOU, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Exactly so. 
Mr. MILLER: The bn .  member is shfly-shall- and 

dancing a l l  around the question which I have asked four or 
five times. All I am asking him to say is whether the de- 
bate will be continued on Wednesday if it is not completed 
on Tuesday. I am not asking him to say like the Premier, 
but to say something. Ihave a right to ask this, and like the 
Leader of the House, I am an elected member. 
8.25 p.m 

Mr. SEALEY: Mr. Speaker, you may recall that 1 
seconded the motion of the hon. senior member for the 
City. I had to give way to the Hon. Premier but with the 
undertaking that I would have carried on with the debate 
today. I wolllrl like to know whether at the next sitting of 
this House No. 2 on the Order Paper would be made Order 
No. 1. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As to the opportunity to speak, I tokl 
the hon. senior member for St. Michael last Tuesday that 
so long as he was present and showed the h e a t  indication 
of intending to speak, he would catch my eye before any- 
body else because he had risen to speak and he gaw way 
to the Hon. Premier. 

The question that this  House do now adjourn until 

Tuesday  of next  week  at 12  o'clock (noon) was  put and 
reso lved  in the  af f i rmat ive  without d iv i s ion and Mr. 

S P E A K E R  adjourned the House accordingly. 

8.30 p.m. 




