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SESSION 1962

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Tuesday, 23rd January, 1962.

Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 12 o’clock today.

PRESENT

His Honour Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKER, Q.C., (Speaker);
Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD, (Minister of Development, Trade
and Labour); Mr. L., E., SMITH, J.P., Mr. E. StA.

HOLDER, J.Ps Hon. J. C. TUDOR, M.A., (Minister of
Education ; Mr, S, E, SEALY; Mr. W, A, COWARD; Mr.
R. St.C. WEEKES; Mr. W, R. LOWE; Mr. L. A, LYNCH;
Mr, G, V. BATSON, (Chairman of Committeesj; Mr.
N. W. BOXILL and Hon, A, DaC. EDWARDS, (Minister
of Social Services )

Prayers were read.

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: There are two copies of Minutesof the
last meeting which have been circulated, There was an im-
portant inaccuracy in the first copy; in consequence, a
corrected copy has been circulated amongst hon, members.
The correction is in respect of the fifth line from bottom of
the second page, ‘‘At 4,30 p.m. Mr, SPEAKER declared
Private Members®' Business to be at an end"®, is correct.
As 1 have said, there was an inaccuracy in the first set of
Minutes: hence this corrected copy has been circulated, Un=
less there is any objection, these corrected Minutes will be
confirmed,

There is noobjection; the Minutes are accordingly con~
fimed.

COMMUNICATION re LEADER OF THE
OPPGSITION

Mr, SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the House
that 1 have received a communication dated 23rd January,
1962, from His Excellency the Governor in referenceto the
question of the appointinent of the Leader of the Opposition
which, His Excellency assures me, is under consideration,
and that I will receive a communication fromhim again on
this subject in due course,

PAPERS LAID

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, I am commanded
to lay the following:

Statement showing the sums advanced to the Post-
master General for the payment of Money Orders, the

amounts repaid to the Accountant General, and the amounts
due by the various Post Offices to 30th September, 1961,

Staternent showing the sums advanced to the Postmaster
General for the payment of Money Orders, the amounts
repaid to the Accountant General, and the amounts due by
the various Post Offices to 31st October, 1961,

Statement showing the sums advanced to the Post-
master General for the payment of Money Orders, the
amounts repaid to the Accountant General, and the amounts
due by the various Post Offices to 30th November, 1961,

GOVERNMENT NOTICES
Government Notices were given as follous:—

Hon, G. G, F ERGUSSON: Resolution to place the sum of
$300,00 at the disposal of the Governor ~in-Executive Comn=
mittee to supplement the Estimates 1961-62, Part1- Cur-
rent, as shown in the supplementary estimate 1961-62,
No, 38 which forms the Schedule te the Resolution,

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS; Resolution to place the sum
of $120,589 at the disposal of the Governor=-in-Executive
Committee to supplement the Estimates 1961-62, Part I -
Current, as shown in the supplementary estimate 1961-62,
No. 38 which forms the schedule to the Resolution.

Hon, G. G, FERGUSSON: Resolution to approve the
lease by the Executive Committee to Messrs, Texaco An~
tilles Limited of a parcel of land situated at Seawell in the
parish of Christ Church, and containing by admeasurement
approximately 5,440 square feet, for the purpose cferect=
ing a station thereon for the retail of gasolene and other
petroleumn products.

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, I beg to give
notice of my intention to move the House into Committee of
Supply at its next meeting to deal with the Money Resolu-
tions of which notice has been given today,

PRIVATE MEMBERS' NOTICES

Mr, YEARWOOD: 1 beg to give notice of the following
Resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED that Govermment undertake in its
entirety the insurance of motor vehicles made compulsory
under the Motor Vehicles Insurance (Third Party Risks)
Act, 1952,

QUESTIONS

Mr, COWARD: Toenquire of the Appropriate Minister:-

Will Government in view of the fact that the reaping
season is pear athand put the following roads in such a con~
dition that the land owners inthe area will have their crops
reaped with ease:~
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*Cadogan’s Tepantry Road and Coward’s Tenantry
Roads, off Chimborazo?

Mr, COWARD:; To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:=

Will Government consider the immediate repairing of
the Highway known as Frizers~Vaughn Road?

Mr. COWARD: To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:-

Will Government in view of the drop in the Highway
leading over the Frizers River, consider the advisability
of building a bridge for the convenience of the travelling
public?

Mr, HUSBANDS: To enquire of the Minister of Com-
munications, Works and Housing:=

Is Government aware of the damage caused to agricul-
tural lands and to the property of residents in Speightstown
during heavy rainfall periodically flooding the Salt Pond in
Speightstown?

2. Is Government aware of the nuisance caused to re-
sidents in Speightstown by odours caused by rotting debris
and rubbish in the Salt Pond in Speightstown?

3. Is Government aware that the appropriate Minister of
the previous Government made an investigation with a view
to the preparation of an estimate of the cost of the canali-
zation of the Salt Pond?

4., Will Government facilitate the interests of these re-
sidents by implementing a scheme of canalizing the Salt
Pond Area?

Mr. BOXILL: To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:=

Is the Minister aware of dissatisfaction which exists
among the rank and file of the Fire Service in respect of
the administration of this Department by the Fire Officer
and the Deputy Fire Officer?

2. IstheMinister aware that several non-Comnmissioned
Officers inthe said Service have been threatened with dis=
missal under Section 10 of the Fire Service Act, 19607

3. Is the Minister aware of the conditions of work im=
posed upon members of the Fire Service, especially with
reference to their duties on the Farm at Seawell and also
during the crop season?

4, Will the Minister consider the setting-up of a Com=
mission of Enquiry to investigate the administration of the
Service?

3.15 pam.

Mr. YEARWOOD: To enquire of the Appropriate Min-
ister:=

Will Government take steps to cause electricity to be
made available to each and every home in the parish of
St. John?

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

RESOLUTION re AWARD OF CONTRACTS OF
MEAT, BREAD ETC,

Mr, SPEAKER: It is now time for the consideration
of Private Members' Business. The First Order of the Day
under this Head is to resume debate on the passing of a
Resolution re Award of Contracts of Meat, Bread and Gro-
ceries in Local Government areas,

On the last occasion when this Resolution was under
consideration, the hon, junior member for St, Joseph was
speaking in reply,

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, 1 was trying to explain 1o
the House last Tuesday, when the time for consideration of

Private Members® Business expired, the hardship that is
being inflicted upon those suppliers of bread and meat.
Now, Sir, there are some parishes whose requirements in
respect of the supply of bread do not exceed the sum of
$500 at any time of the year; in some cases that is also the
position with regard to meat, As the matter stands now,
when one has to apply for the provisionof these commodi=
ties for the area = let us take, for instance, the parish of
St, Joseph, You have a small supplier of bread and meat; he
sees in the newspaper that tenders are being asked for the
supply of commeodities for the area, but he does not have the
means of transport for the delivery of bread or meat in
St. Lucy or St, James., That lack of transportation rules
him out; by not being in a position to supply the area, he
has 1o be satisfied when he loses his contract, In my case,
I am asking the Government 1o see to it that rather than
have the tender for the area, it should be for each parish.
One may tender for the entire area right emough and be
lucky enough to get it too; and the small supplier in the
parish will be able to tender for hisown parish, The small
man will be given a chance to tender for the whole area. It
will only be a question of the authorities giving the small
man the chance of supplying his parish as before,

That is all I am saying. I am not asking for anything
impossible, It is that the area rulesout the small supplier
and then you should not be asking for a contract for the
supply of meat or bread, especially when the contract
does not exceed $500,

Last Tuesday some hon, members made some remarks
= I think, in fact, it was the hon, junior member for St.
Thomas who said that [ was in this House for seventeen
years and I did not see the injustice which was being meted
out to these people until now. Well, the hon. member is a
baby politically and therefore I would have to excuse him;
the Local Government Act did not come into operation
seventeen years ago and therefore I could nothave brouglt
forward this Resolution before the Act began to operate.
The Local Government Act only began to operate about
three years ago, and for the firsttwoyears nothing of this
sort happened to the small suppliers, This state of affairs
only came up with them last year, When the hon, junior
member for St, James was Chairman it never happened, and
when I was Chairman it never happened; but another Chair~
man went into office and I do not know if he is responsible
for it. You cannot appear in Court todefend anyone who is
charged with committing murder when ft has not been com=
mitted, and the hon. junior member for St. Thomas is ac~=
cusing me of not bringing forward this matter before it
happened. I would not say that the hon. member is foolish
politically birt.,eess

Mr, BOXILL: On a point of order. Iwould like the hon.
member to explain what he means by usingthe words *‘be~
fore it happened"’,

Mr, SPEAKER: That is not a point of order.
Mr, BOXILL: Well, a point of enquiry.

Mr. SPEAKER: Provision may be made in future for
such points.

Mr, BOXILL: On a point of explanation.

Mr, SPEAKER: Is the hon. member speakingona point
of explanation?

Mr, BOXILL: Yes, Sir.

Mr, SPEAKER: Well, let the hon, member proceed with
his point Jf explanation.

Mr, BCXILL: I would like the hon. member to explain
what he means when he says that I talked about something
before it happened.

Mr, SPEAKER: A point of explanation means that the
hon. member who has risen on such a point, is privileged
to explain something in respect of which he has been mis-
quoted, He cannot ask another hon, member to explain any=
thing,
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Mr, BOXILL: He said that I started to attack him,

Mr. SMITH: On a point of order. Who is ‘he’*? Does
the hon. member think that he is outside?

Mr, SPEAKER: Will the hon, member say whether it is
a point of order or a point of explanation which he is seeking
to make?

Mr, BOXILL: On a point of order.

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, let the hon, member proceed
with that poimt of order.

Mr. BOXILL: I did not use the propoun in any deroga-
tory manner, There is nothing which says that the pronoun
should not be used. Iwasreferring to the hon, junior mem=
ber for St, Joseph when I said ‘he'’.

3.25 p.m,

The hon. junior member for St. Joseph was saying
just now that when the hon. junior member for St, Joseph
started to talk on this particular Resolution, the hon.
junior member for St. Thomas got up and started to attack
the hon. junior member for St. Joseph, and the hon, junior
member for St. Joseph did not know that these things had
started; so there is where the muddle comes in with ‘“he*’
and the hon, member. The point I would like to know is
what the hon. junior member is referring tothat he did not
know took place when I attacked him after being in the
House for seventeen years without knowing about these
things,

Mr. SPEAKER: What I am trying to point out is that a
point of order may not take the formof a query of any hon,
member, Let the hon, junior member proceed.

Mr., SMITH: Mr, Speaker, there you are., You will
have to take the hon. junior member for St, Thomas into
your Chambers and teach him the Rules of this House, be~
cause all of us were circulated with a copy of the Rules,
and it does not appear as if thehon. junior member for St.
Thomas took time off to read them, When one wants to be
an attacker or a fighter, he must gear himself for it; it
does not take an idiot to be an attacker or fighter. You have
to know your stuff,

Mr, BOXILL: Mr, Speaker, on a point of order, is the
hon, junior member for St, Joseph calling me an idiot?

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon, member bear in mind
that a point of order or explanation does not consist of a
query; but the hon, junior member for St. Joseph has not
called = and I am sure he would not call - any member of
this House an idiot,

Mr. CORBIN: Mr, Speaker, on a point of order, the
Resolution before us need not have come before this House.,
This belongs absolutely to the Local Government and not to
this House, We as members of the Northern District
Council cang.e..

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, that is a speech.,

Mr, CORBIN: What are you rising on? Why don't you
sit down and rest yourself?

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon, junior member for St, An-
drew address the Chair!

Mr. CORBIN: I am saying, Mr. Speaker, that this does
not belong to the House of Assembly at all and we are only
wasting time with this.

Mr, SPEAKER: My ruling is that it is perfectly per-
missible . to discuss this Resolution and it is not out of
order; otherwise it would not be on the Order Paper. We
discussed it fully last week and the hon. member for St,
Andrew made a notable contribution to the discussion,
The Resolution is in order whether we agree or disagree
with it,

e

Mr, CORBIN: My point of order, Sir, is that we in the
Local Government can handle this situation in the whole,

Mr, SPEAKER: That is not a point of order; it is an
expression of opinion,

Mr, CORBIN: If it be an expressionof opinion, we will
deal with it accordingly.

Mr. SPEAKER: An hon, member may not rise on an
expression of opinion. The hon, member isnow a seasoned
Parliamentarian, Let the hon. junior member for St. Jo-
seph proceed, 1 know that the hon, member will deal with
the meat and substance of the Resolution,

Mr, SMITH: Hon. members do not want todealwith it,
There is a old saying that ‘‘the more the monkey climbs,
the more he shows his tail'*; butlam saying that the more
the monkeys climb, the more they show their tails,

Now, Sir, I was pointing out to the House only last
Tuesday what has affected and is affecting the small sup-
pliers in the various parishes =not inSt, Joseph alone, but
in the six parishes of the Northern area. I am not a sup-
plier; I used to supply bread at one time; I was one of the
top bakers, but politics threw me completely outof it; so 1
cannot run that business anymore. I am not trying to do
something for myself; it is for the people who voted for me,
and other people too inthe various parishes, Hon, members
lose sight of the fact even from the last election that the
electors are a fraternity unto themselves, and if you inter=
fere with one, you interfere with all, (Mr. CORBIN: You
now know that?)

Now, Sir, I thought I would have been able to say that
the hon. junior member for St. Andrew knew something about
Local Government, but now he hasgot up and convinced me
that I will have to put him in the same boat as the hon,
junior member for St, Thomas asfar asthe Local Govern=
ment Act is concerned, 1feeltherefore, that the hon, junior
member for St. Thomas feels good now to see that he has a
colleague in that boat when it comes to Local Government, I
would not blame him, Sir; but what I want to point out to
the members on the opposite side of the Table is that most
of them do not know that this particular Regulation is
causing great harm to these people, and I do not want it to
happen anymore, Hon, members, including the hon, junior
member for St. Thomas, might have the idea that this thing
was existing even during the Vestry system. That is not so;
it only began 1o strike these people from last year although
the Local Government was operating now for three years.
The hon, junior member for St. Thomas does not know if 1
had drawn it to my Government’s attention; but my Govern=
ment is not now in power. I dare suppose that if they were
in power I would not have to bring it before the House; 1
would have mentioned it to them and they would have been
able to amend it, Now things have changed and I am not a
member of the present Government; so this is the place for
me to bring it in order to draw to the attention of the pre=
sent Government what is happening to these people and ask
themn to have the Regulation amended so that these small
suppliers can carry on as before, It is nothing more than
that,

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker, in my right hand is a copy of the Regulations for
the contracts under Local Govermment,

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, I think the hon. member has
already spoken,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member said ‘‘on a point of
order’’.

Hon, A. DaC, EDWARDS: I am speaking on a point of
order, and in these Regulations there is nothing, Mr,
Speaker, stating that contracts should be awarded en bloc
or en masse or not en bloc. 1 do not see therefore, Mr.
Speaker, the necessity for amending the Regulations when
they do not stipulate anything, What the hon, junior member
for St. Joseph has brought to the House really concerns the
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Committee in charge of awarding the contractsinthe Dis-
trict Councils, It is no concern of the House whatsoever,

Mr, SMITH: Mr. Speaker, this is a contract and I do
not know what is happening. The hon, junior member for St.
Andrew may be a better lawyer than I am, because I am
not a lawyer or a solicitor, but I will read what the Regu-
lation says. I will read it for the benefit of those who do
not have one, Although it is really baffling to me, I will
agree in part with the hon, member.

3.35 p.rh.

I have not seen it is binding that if the Committee concerned
were to allow the small traders to carryon, they would be in
other words breaking the Regulations. But it is still here in
the Regulations, I cannot understand it,

1 will read the Regulations, Section 2 (2) reads as fol=~
lows:= -

**For the purposes of these regulations contracts for the
supply of goods or materials whether or not entered into
with the same person shall, if they relate to goods or ma-
terials of the same type or kind to be supplied within the
period of a year, be deemed to be contracts forming part of
a larger transaction and, unless the Central Tenders Com=~
mittee established under these regulations directs other=
wise, such contracts shall be subject to the provisions of
regulation six, or, as the case may be, regulation seven of
these regulations notwithstanding that the sum involved in
respect of any one of such contracts is two hundred and fifty
dollars or less, or, as the case may be, six hundred and
twenty~five dollars or less if the total amount to be expend-
ed by a Council or a Commirtee thereof in the course of a
year on such contracts is likely to exceed five hundred
dollars or, as the case may be, one thousand two hundred
and fifty dollars,"’

Regulation six reads as follows:-

*‘“No contract which-is to be made for a period exceed=
ing one year or which in value or amount exceeds five
hundred dollars for the supply of goods or materials or the
execution of any work, and no contract for the supply of
goods or materials which formspartof alarger transaction
or series of transactions involving any one type or kind of
goods or materials to the value or amount of more than two
hundred and fifty dollars in any one month, shall be entered
into unless the Clerk of the Council shallhave published in
one or more newspapers circulating within the area of the
Council a notice inviting tender s for such contract and stat-
ing the last day, which shall not be less than one week from
the first publication of such notice, when suchtenders will
be received,”

This is followed by a proviso, and paragraph (b) (ii) of
the proviso says ‘Provided that =~

The notice required by this regulation need not be given
if the Central Tenders Commirttee is of the opinion that -

(ii) the goodsor materials to be purchased areon sale
by public auction or at public fairs or markets,"’

Now, Sir, there is something in this Regulation, You can
spend more than $500 if the goods are on sale at public
auction or atpublic fairsor markets, As it is written, I feel
if the Committee or the Council sodesire, it can deal with
Goddard's Food Fair, because that is a public fair and you
will not require to call on the Tenders® Committee to ask
for tenders to deal with that firm.

Sir, if this Regulation is wrong, you cannnot blame me
for the wording or the interpretation, You cannot blame me:
but I want the matter put right now because it is causing
great harm to these small suppliers, This is the place to
put the matter right,

It is a question or something wrong somewhere and you
should put it right rather than allow one individual o tender
for an entire area and sopushout the small trader who has
to pay taxes in his particular parish, It is not fair to him,

Give him a fair chance to tender for his parish. Sir, to allow
it to stand as it is, the small trader cannot tender for the
whole area because he has not the necessary transportation
or facility or he may not be financially strong enough to do
s0. 1 know that he will be able to supply the commodity in
his parish, I onlywant that amendment put in, If the Council
does notdo it by contract, the Councilwould be breaking the
regulations, (Mr, MOTTLEY: No,) Well, I do not know.,

Mr, Speaker, all that I can say is that it has been op-
erating for all this time and this has never happened at
first: but during the past year it has happened. I will not
like it to happen again now that they are about to call for
tenders, If it is wrong, it isfor the Government to say that
it is wrong and that they cannot do anything about it, If it is
right, it is for them to say that it is right and they should
instruct the Council not to give meat and bread out by a
large contract. I know in the Northern District Council that
the Clerkisvery timid about the wording and I drew it to his
attention, (Mr. MOTTLEY: He is not obliged to call for
tenders.) Why then have a Tenders® Committee?

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr, Speaker, Irise ona point of order.
The Chairmanof the Tender s’ Committee is a Barrister and
his colleague would tell him this: no matter whether Mr.
Straughn has said that it is not so, it is the Chairman who
rules when a contract is a contract. The Hon, Minister is
correct, As I have said, I am in sympathy with the motion
moved by the hon, junior member for St. Joseph, but I can=~
not vote for it.

Mr. SMITH: Well, suppose it is the Chairman to say
whether it is right or wrong.

Mr, MOTTLEY: It is the Chairman of the Tenders’
Committee to say when it is a contract,

Mr, SPEAKER: On what has the hon. senior member for
Bridgetown risen?

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of order,

Mr, SPEAKER: You must preface your remarks with
those words.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr, Speaker, Lrise on a point of order,
What lam saying is that the Chairmanof the Tenders' Com~
mittee is the person to say when it is a contract and it is
for the Council or the Committee to say whether they are
going to buy by contract. These regulations cannotoverride
the law passed in here which saysthat you can buy by con-
tract or you need not buy by contract,

Mr. SMITH: Sir, whether the hon, senior member for
the City is right or wrong, I am still saying that this thing
has caused harm to the smalltraders, Ido not want the law
1o be so worded that one particular person can say this is
so or not. I want it tobe so straightforward that everybody
can say that itis so.Ido not want this matter to operate as
it has been operating,

Mr, BOXILL: Mr.Speaker, Irise on a point of explana~
tion, Ihave read the law and Ihave seen absolutely no justi-
fication for changing it, All that has happened is that the
hon, junior member for St, Joseph and his colleagues have
misrepresented the interpretation of the law,

Mr, SMITH: That is no point of order or point of ex~
planation,

Mr., BOXILL: The hon. member will not allow me to
finish, As I have said before, Ihave read the law and I have
interpreted it to mean that you can advertise for tenders for
the supply of articles: but there is nothing in the law to say
that you must advertise for tenders. If youdo not advertise
for tenders, there is no law binding you to advertise for
tenders. That is the law as I interpret it,

Mr. SMITH: Well, Sir, the hon. fjunior member for St.
Thomas said that he read the law. I cannot say that he has
not read the law; I canonly say that it does not seem to me
that he understands it.

3.45 p.m.
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For instance, the hon. senior member for St, Thomas said

last Tuesday that an ex-Minister took away the contract
from a supplier in St, Thomas, If this thing is left in the
hands of a particular person for him to be doing these things,
that is not good enough. You could not have a Government

where anex-Minister could deliberately take away a con-

tract from a person. The hon, member did not say which

ex=Minister because there are two ex-Ministers from St.

Thomas, but he said that anex=Minister took away the con=
tract,

Mr., BOXILL: On a point of explanation, What the hon,
senior member for St, Thomas said was that he was told
that an ex=Minister took away the contract, Iwould like the
hon. member to understand that that was whenthere was a
dictatorial Government in power, Those thingscannot hap-
pen now,

Mr, SMITH: Iwonder if the hon, member knows that the
Government had nothing to do with this matter, He is saying
that a dictatorial Government did this thing; but this is
something dealing with Local Government and it was done
by a Tenders Committee, One particular individual could
not take away any contract from anybody. The same thing
which struck the hon. senior member for St. Thomas = and
he felt it, that the particular supplier had lost the contract =
is the same thing which hit the parish of St, Joseph and it
will also hit the parish of St, Lucy. Whether it is a mistake
or a misinterpretation of the Act or whatever it is, the fact
is that it was done, According ‘to the Regulations, as soonas
you exceed the value of $500 youcall for tenders, I am try-
ing to help both hon, members for St, Thomas by trying to
get the thing back in the right way, I excuse the hon. senior
member for St, Thomas because he is a Principal and one of
the good ones; but in this case, he will have to go back to
school and let the children teach him Local Government
politics. No ex=Minister can take away a contract from any
person. It was taken away through the Regulations and all
I am saying is that the Government should see to it, when
the Local Government year is ended and they are about to
award the contracts, that this thing does not happen. If they
do not attend to this request, they will not be doing me

anything,

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS: On a pointof order. The hon.
junior member for St. Josephhas said that the contract was
taken away because of the Regulations,

Mr, SMITH: On a point of order. I did not say that,

Hon, A DaC, EDWARDS: I am speaking on a point of
order.

Mr. SPEAKER: Let not hon. members shout acrossthe
floor at each other. Let the Hon, Minister complete his
point of order,

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: The hon, junior member for
St, Joseph said that the contract was taken away from these
people.

Mr, SMITH: 1 did not say that.

Mr, SPEAKER: When the hon, member resumes his
speech he will point out what he said and what seems to have
been misunder stood.

Hon, A. DaC, EDWARDS: The hon, member cannot un-
derstand what he himself has said,

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the Hon, Minister proceed withhis
point of order.

Hon., A, DaC, EDWARDS: The hon. member said that
contracts were taken away from these people because of the
Regulations, There is nothing inthe Regulations which says
that the contracts should be awarded en bloc. I is for the
Tenders Committee to decide to whom a contract should be
awarded and it is not a matter of the Regulations, According
to the Regulations the Tenders Committee must decide on
the person who is to supply thesegoods. It is not a question
of the Regulations which are quite clear,

Mr, SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister has made his point
of order and the hon. member for St. Joseph may now re-
sume his speech,

Mr, SMITH: The hon, junior member for St. Andrew
said all along that I said that the contract was taken from
these people through the Regulations, I did not say that, 1
was saying that the hon, senior member for St, Thomas said
that the contract was taken from a small supplier, I am
going along with the Minister of Social Services now. The
matter is left to the Tenders Committee. Suppose these
small suppliers sent in tenders for the particular parish
and one supplier sent in a tender for the area and the Tenders
Committee agreed to give the tender to the one person for
the area! What will happen then? What will happen with
these small suppliers? I am asking the hon. member to
answer that question,

Mr. SPEAKER: It will not be for the hon, member to
answer because I am in the Chair,

Mr, SMITH: Well, I am asking him through you, Last
Tuesday the hon, member said that nothing is wrong with the
Act but it is a questionof the Regulations; now he is saying
that the Regulations are wrong.

Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS: The hon, junior member for
St. George said that I said that something was wrong with the
Regulations. 1said that if there was anything wrong, it would
be the Regulations, Nothing is wrong with the Regulations
but something is wrong with the brains of the hon. member.

Mr. SPEAKER: The last Clause of the hon. member's
remarks does not come within the point of order.,

Mr, SMITH: The hon. member is the Minister of Social
Services and I will go along with him. He is one of the top
notches of the present Government, Now you have a Ten~
ders Committee. I do not want the Regulations to be made
in such a way that the Tenders Committee can still do as
they feel like doing,

3.55 p.m,

As 1 have said, the small suppliers apply and one or two
large suppliers apply. If the Tenders Committee agree to
give it to one and shut out the small ones again, would there
be anything wrong? That is what is happening. If they do it, 1
would not be able to see that these small people get awards.
The question cannot be, if I heard the Hon, Minister well,
that we would not worry with any contracts at all, I am not
going any further; 1 am leaving it to the members around
this Table,

Mr, MOTTLEY: On a point of order before the hon.
member sits down, the one thing which is worrying the hon,
member is that under the Act it need not reach any Tenders
Committee, and your colieague who was Chairman a year
after you seeeee

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no colleague who was Chairman,

Mr. MOTTLEY: The hon. member’s colleague made it
quite clear that you need not reach a Tenders Committee,
because it said you ‘‘may’® enter into a contract, and if you
may enter into a contract and the Regulation says you must
follow these Regulations, that is all,

Mr, SPEAKER: Has the hon. junior member for St.
Joseph completed his speech?

Mr, SMITH: Yes, Sir,

Hon. W. A.CRAWF ORD: On a point of order, before the
hon. member is finished I should like ......

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. junior member for St, Joseph
said he has finished,

Mr. CORBIN: Mr, Speaker, I would like to satisfy the
hon, junior member for St. Joseph by saying these words:
We who represent the Democratic Labour Party will be
representing the Northern District Council, and any time
tenders from the parish are sent in, we hope to do our best




42

for them. We do not mind that the last Government has
corrupted the whole thing.

Mr. SPEAKER: Thar is not a point of explanation nor
a point of order.

Hon. W. A. CRAWF ORD: Mr, Speaker, what Iwanted to
do when I rose just now on a point of order was to get a
further explanation from the hon, junior member for St,
Joseph with regard to a statement which he had made,

Mr, SPEAKER: There can be no further explanation,

Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD: That is why 1 tried 1o speak
before he completed.

Mr. SPEAKER: But he had already said he had com=-
pleted.

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: He said he had completed, but
if my point had been taken that something he said was not
quite clear, and 1am trying to explain what he meant.....

Mr. SPEAKER: But it cannot be taken now,

The question that this Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the negative, the House dividing as
follows :—

{YES: M
Mr, COWARD — 4

MILLER; Mr, SMITH; Mr. HOLDER and

NOES: Mro MOTTLEY; Mr, GODDARD; Mr. LYNCH;
Mr. SEALY; Mr. BOXILL; Mr, YEARWOOD; Mr. WEEKES;
Mr, CORBIN; Hon. C. G. FERGUSSON, Hon, A, DaC,
EDWARDS; Hon., W, A, CRAWFORD; Hon., E. W

BARROW and Mr, BATSON - 14.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order No, 2 stands in the name of the
hon. senior member for St, Peter, who is absent,

Order No, 3 stands also in the nameof the hon. senior
member for St, Peter; and Order No, 4 although it is not so
numbered on my Order Paper is theone between No, 3 and
No. 5, and that stands in the name of the hon, junior mem-
ber for St. Joseph, Is the hon, junior member for St, Joseph
disposed now to proceed with that Order?

RESOLUTION RE AWARD OF CONTRACTS
FOR SUPPLY OF STONES

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, this is another Resolution
similar to the last one. It reads as follows:-

WHEREAS contracts for the supply of stones to be used
for the repairs or construction of roads throughout the is-
land are awarded by tender by the Department of Highways
and Transport in areas consisting of two or more parishes;

EBE IT RESOLVED that Government take steps to ensure
that such contracts be awarded for each parishand not for
such large areas as heretofore,

Mr, Speaker, this Department for years was operating
under the system of calling for contracts yearly, and as far
as I understand for the whole Island only three contractors
arc being used, It appears that the Island is divided into
areas and it calls for three contractors, and regardless of
who they may be =~ they may not be the same contractors
every year =~ it is being awarded to these three contractors.

Now, Sir, this Island is very small and a lot of people
are living init, there is a lot of unemployment and we should
not encourage any nore unemployment by allowing this De-
partment to make ihe contracts in such a way that only
three sets of peupie will be getting work during the time that
stones are to be supplied, Now, Sir, if you have a contractor,
say, in St, Michael and he has a contract for the whole Is-
land or part of it, his lorries will get work. You would not
get anordinary lorry-hand from St, Andrew or St. Joseph
having to pay bus-fare coming down to a contractor in
Bridgetown to ask him for a job loading stones, Even if he
does that, after busfares and other expenses have been taken
out, he would get very little.

4,05 p.m.

But if now the contract is to be awarded per pairsh, it
would mean that each parishioner, or oneof the lorry own-
ers, or more than one, could get together and tender in such
awayand you would be helping the people of the particular
parish. You will also be helping the workers in that parish,

I feel that the time has come when we should consider
all these contracts per parish and sohelp the parishioners
to get work during the hard times., In the crop season,
every lorry owner gets something to do: but in the hard
times most of the lorries in the country districts are put
down because there is nothing for them to do. The only
little help that could begivenis by allowing them to draw a
few loads of stones in the parish in which work is carried
on, That is not 1o say that they will be able to get a whole
year's work, but they will get some work to do and as the
saying is: *‘half Joaf is better than no loaf at all'’, We should
concern ourselves and see to it that these contracts are
awarded per parish. Put it in the way that the small
parishioner, the lorry owner inthe particular parish, would
be able to get something to do too.

I think the hon. senior member for St, Thomas will
bear me out when I say that during the election campaign
he may have heard the grievance stated by people in St.
Thomas that they suffered the loss of drawing stone owing
to one particular contractor receiving the work. I do not
know if the hon. junior member for that parish will say that
the only way he will vote for this Resolution is if his Party
votes for it, However, lam surethathe has heard the com-
plaints which were made during the election campaign and
perhaps that may be responsible for his getting into this
House.

Sir, I do not think I have to go any further in speaking
on this Resolution because it hinges around the Resolution
onwhich Ispokeon just now and which hon., members voted
against,

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.
Mr, HOLDER: I beg tc second that,

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. junior member for St. James
seconding the motion with the view of seeking the right to
speak on the Resolution later on?

Mr. HOLDER: Yes, Sir,

Mr, CORBIN: Mr, Speaker, this Resolution which we
have before us is for the purpose that small contracts for
the supply of stones to be used for the repairs or construc=
tion of roads throughout the Island be awarded for each
parish and not for such large areas as heretofore, Sir, I
remember, when the Conservative Government was in
power, that I was a contractor for the supply of stones for
the parish of St, Andrew. We had about four contractors
supplying stones in that parish, Asamatter of fact, anyone
who could supply the quality of stones which Government was
in need of would get a part of the contract. We went along
for sometime supplying stones in that way: but as soon as
the Barbados Labour Government got into power, they
awarded the supplying of stones to one contractor whose
name was Mr. Farnum, He supplied the stones required for
the whole Island of Barbados, He had the contract. I was
aggrieved over the matter. lappealed to the Colonial Secre-
tary at that time and then called on Mr, Scott-Bushe who
was in charge of the Road Board and asked them to dis~
tribute the work among various contractors. When the time
came for Mr, Farnum to be awarded the contract again, he
was askedtoholdon and as a result of my appeal, the whole
Island was divided into four districts and the contract for
supplying stones was given to Mr, Hinkson, Mr. Boyce,
Mr, Farnum and Mr, Norris, 1 caused that to happen, be~
cause the awarding of the contract to one person was proving
itself wo be a burden on the other people.

Sir, the very hon. member who has brought this Reso-
lution was a member of the present Government and was
allowing such evil to be carried on,

Mr, SPEAKER: Is thehon. member saying that the hon.
junior member for St, Joseph wasa member of the present
Government?




Mr, CORBIN: I meanthathe was amember of the Bar~
bados Labour Party, It was that Party which awarded the
contract to one person. They could not see that the poor
people were in need of help. Mr, Farnum when he had the
contract solely in hand lived sumptuously while the others
were perishing, Some evenings I saw men crying, This is
what Mr, Farnum told his rock blasters: ‘*Youare my rock
blasters: you are like a chub fish.'* He meant that they could
not do better and if they could not abide with what he did to
them, they would die because he alone had the comtract,

Sir, that continued until John Wesle ' Corbin asked the
Government to change the practice and the Island was divid=
ed into four sections for the supplying of stones,

Sir, Icannot say it is rightto give one man the contract,
I will agree in part that every parish which can supply the
stones according to the quality required by the Department,

" should really have the privilege of being able to supply that

stone, But, Mr, Speaker, there were some of us who ceuld
not continue with the contract which was given us because
we did not have transportation, Another thing is this, There

were certain contracts whichcalled for fine metal = that is .

to say, chips = which we could not supply; therefore, those
people who had the necessary machinery to provide that
material were able to accept the contract. InSt. Joseph and
in St. Andrew we had the contract and in St. Peter and in St.,
Lucy somebody else had the contract.

Sir, what 1 am saying now is that if people in the parish
are able to supply the stones necessary, they should be given
the contract; but if they are giventhe contract and they will
be only able to carry out the contract for a day and can not
supply the stones according to the contract tomorrow, they
will be just embarrassing the Government, What I want to
say is that anybody who wants a contract should have the
necessary equipment to enable him to supply the materials
required, and if he can do that, we will accept his tender:
but if he does not have the necessary equipment then we
cannot accept his tender, There are various types of
material which are supplied to the Highways Department.,

What I will say is that we should, wherever we can,
employ in the particular parish men who are rockblasters
so that the stones required should not be brought in from
another parish, We should do so wherever we have the
required material in the parish. Isaythatwherea parish
is able to supply the quality of stones which are need~
ed, we should accept a tender from thatparish, I know that
that is what is causing so muchgrievance because the poor
rockblasters are idling, The stones used are taken from
certain parishes,

4,15 p.m.

That is the only possible means of helping the poor man; if
you do not do that, you will have too many people crying
out, The Government today is wholeheartedly willing to
support the masses of thisisland inwhatever we can do for
them; whatever lies in our power to dowe intend to do be~
cause we are wholeheartedly with the people of this island
since they are wholeheartedly with us, We dé not mind who
may bring suggestions to this House; we will accept them
if they are good., We will not do as the last Government
who laughed at suggestions we made and believed that they
are the only ones who could do things, Good suggestions
should be respected; we will select the material and we
can keep it and use it intime. We are not going to criticise
members who are not members of the Democratic Labour
Party; we are willing to hear the suggestions of hon, mem-=
bers. But the thing which shocks my modesty is that since
the Democratic Labour Party came into power the scales
have fallen off the eyes of some hon, members. They can
now see,

Mr, SPEAKER: Let the hon, member revert from scales
to stones, (Laughter).

Mr,. CORBIN: Iam still dealing with stones; stones are
what we need, Anyhow, Sir, we are going,as the Democra-
tic Labour Government, to see after the welfareof this is~
land as awhole; we are going to help every man and woman,
We intend to do the best which it lies in our power to do, We
have men with ability and men with qualifications and

— e ——————

therefore we will do our best. We are now setting up the
workbench and 1 am certain that when that workbench has
been set up and when suggestions are made to us, we will
do the best we can for our people in every parish of Bar=-
bados, We will choose the best stones and we will listen
to reason and deal with every man accordingto his qualifi-
cations.

As to the hon, junior member for St. Joseph, I am
glad that the broom did not sweep him out (L oughter)be~
cause the things which he has brought to us are an indica=
tion of what the other people were doing to the people of
Barbados. I can assure you that whatever the hon, junior
member for St. Joseph brings to us we already have under
consideration, ‘As I have said, we only want to set up the
workbench and we will do everything and we will do it at
the earliest possible moment.

Mr, COWARD: Mr, Speaker, as far asIcan see, these
Resolutions are very close to each other, Ido not know the
reason why the past Directors and the presem Director
have called for supplies, I will ask that we consider the
postponement of this Resolution in order to get the obser-
vations of the present Director,

Mr, SPEAKER;: Is the hon. member moving the post=
ponement of the Resolution?

Mr., COWARD: I am putting that by way of motion,

Mr., MOTTLEY: Mr, Speaker, I am speakingon the
original motion. I cannot see the reason for the postpone-
ment.

Mr, COWARD: On a point of order,.Isaid that I do not
know the reason why the past Directors and the present
Director have called for supplies, That iswhy I say that we
should postpone this matter inorder to get the observations
of the present Director.

Mr. MOTTLEY: lam asking for enlightenment. I see
that this Order reads as follows:= To move the passing of
a Resolution re award of contracts for the supply of stones
for use for the repairs and/or constructionof roads. by the
Department of Highways and Transport, Am Itounderstand
that the Local Government in the North andSouth still have
a Highways Board which repairsthe roads? The hon, mem-=-
ber who has just sat down has taken a different line; he
takes the line from the Department of Highways and Trans~
port, I take it that the hon. mover of the original motion
wants to deal with the idea of the awarding of contracts up
to the value of $500 and over, relative to the supply of
stones for repairing roads from taxes collected from the
North and the South., The hon., member who has just sat
down seeks to get the idea of the Director of Highways and
Transport. I do not like to voteuntill give my reasons for
voting, but I will have to vote against the Resolution, I
cannot understand how it is that the Northern District
Council which is composed of laymen except for the pre-
sent Chairman = I would say that when you pass legisla~
tion, the interpretation of such legislation should be a matter
for the Judiciary, While the Crown Law Officers can give
their opinion, you should take your opinion and vote on it,

I do not understand on what grounds the hon. senior
member for St,Joseph is asking for a postponement of this
Resolution, He is dealing with something quite different
from that with which the hon, junior member for St, Joseph is
dealing, The hon, junior member for St, Joseph is dealing
with Local Government practice,

Mr, SMITH: On a point of order. This is nothing to do
with Local Government; this is something to do with the
Department of Highways and Transport. If the hon, member
would read the Resolution he would see that,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr, Speaker, I must apologise to the
hon. member, but when he started his speech he said that
this matter hinged on what had gone on before. If this
matter deals with the Central Government, then I will
agree with the hon. senior member for St, Joseph for the
postponement of this Resolution.

4,25 pam.




The hon. member was right whenhe said that you could not
talk about buying stones from here, there and everywhere.
The engineers for the road must be satisfied with the quali-
ty of the stones, whether they be fromSt, Joseph, St, Lucy
or St, Andrew. You are not an engineer, and I agree with
the last member that this should be postponed in order to
get the engineers’ views on this, A Deep Water Harbour
was built in the City of Bridgetown and the stones were
taken from St, Thomas because the engineers decided that
this was the quality of stones they needed, St. Philip made
a bid, whether right or wrong; but theengineers had to ad-
vise whether they could supply the quality of stones re-
quired,

I think under the circumstances, rather than cast my
vote against this Resolution, I would be prepared to vote
with the hon. senior member for St, Joseph in postponing
the matter, and I hope the hon, junior member for St, Jo-
seph will accept it because there is a tremendous lot in
what he has said, We must know of the quality and the
reasons why the several engineers have taken stones from
the several places and whether the rock blasters used in
these areas are rock blasters from St. Lucy or other
parishes where they get the type of stone. As a matter of
fact, I donottalk of stones in St, Joseph which people use in
Christ Church,

I have much pleasure in seconding the motion for the
postponement, and I hope the hon. member will accept his
colleague's suggestion,

Mr. SPEAKER: Does any other hon. member want to
speak on this motion before the hon. Mover exercises his
right of a final reply? It does not appear so and I shall let
the hon. junior member for St. Joseph proceed.

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, I do not see the necessity
for postponing this Resolution, I am not questioning the
quality of stones or anything at all; I am only asking that,
instead of the contracts being awarded tothree contractors
for the whole island, it should be possible for them to be
awarded per parish, I have also said that it does not pre-
vent one from getting the contract all over again, but it
would be possible for a particular person or persons in
a parish to have a chance or the right to apply for work
in the parish or words to the effect.

Mr, SPEAKER: It is now after 4,30 p.m. o’clock when
Private Members' Business automatically is concluded,
The House shall now proceed.cicscsees

Mr. WEEKES: Mr, Speaker, under Private Members’
Business....

Mr, SPEAKER: Private Members*Business is conclu=
ded for this meeting, The House will now proceed with
Government Business,

The first Order of the Day under Government Business
stands in the name of the Hon, Leader of the House, the
hon, senior member for St, Philip, to move the House into
Committee of Supply to consider the grant of sums of money
for the service of the Island,

Is it the intention of the hon, senior member for St,
Philip to proceed with this motion standing in his name?

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Yes, Sir.
Mr, SPEAKER: The silence is oppressing,
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go
into Committee of Supply.

Hon, A. DaC, EDWARDS: I beg to second that.

The question was put md resolved in the affirmative
without division, and Mr, SPEAKER left the Chair and the
House went into Committee of Supply, Mr. BATSON being
in the Chair.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1961~62 No. 37

HEAD VI = CUSTOMS
Head VI — Customs was called.

Hon, E. W, BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that
Head VI - Customs - do now pass.

Before I sit down, I would like to explain the amounts
under this Head, You will see Irems 22, 24, 13, 27 and 30,
They are nearly all of them self-explanatory, The largest
amount under this Head VI is the sum of $85,000, Now,
this is not an amount coming out of the Treasury which is
a charge upon the taxpayers of this Island, As you are
aware, Sir, there are certain items on which importers
pay customs duty, but by law they are entitled to refunds
on these commodities if the goods are taken back out of the
Island. That, roughly, summarises the position, The amount
voted in the previous Estimates was $360,000 for customs
drawbacks. Everyone who is in commerce in Bridgetown
would be aware of the practice of claiming drawbacks from
customs onmatterson which you should never really have
paid duty in the first place,

Mr, Chairman, some of the items onwhichdrawbacks
will have to be paid under this Head would be the increases
in the sale of goods 10 tourists = we have a free Port both
at the Airport and at the Harbour - fuel used for aircraft
and a general increase in the amount of goods on which the
importers are entitled to claim drawbacks.

1 would like 1o say as a matter of explanation to mem-=
bers that when the current Estimates for 1962-63 come be~
fore the Legislature - they have not been printed vet, but at
least I can indicate to members the improvements which 1
intend to make in the drawing up of the Estimates, I do
not consider that this is a matter which should come before
the House at all, because it is purely a matter of internal
accounting., It only involves the House of Assembly in an
unnecessary waste of time, because the law is that customs
duty should not be paid on these articles, and 1 was quite
scandalized to discover that the former Government padded
out the Estimates of Revenue in this respect by over
$400,000, and in respect of income tax by another $500,000
or $600,000, thereby inflating the Estimates by $1 million
to give the impression that the revenue of Barbados was
$1 million more than it actually was, and then over on the
expenditure side they came in from time to time with
Supplementary Estimates, so presenting in my opinion an
entirely false picture of the true state of the economy of this
Island.

Now the law is that the taxpayersor importers, as the
case may be, are entitled to these things as of right. We
are not giving a dispensation or awaiver of customs duties
or exemption to people when we give them drawbacks,
This is the state of the law:and as a matter of practice and
procedure in the Customs Department, the Comptroller for
very obvious reasons insists that you pay duty on every
gallon of petrol coming in and every commodity which is
dutiable, and then if it is re-exported, then you get your
drawback,

4,35 p.m.

But it is the money of the importer or the consumer, as the
case may be, or the income taxpayer inrelation to the Cus-
toms Department. If hon, members notice in the Current
Estimates that there is a drop of $1 million, it is not that

we are collecting less revenue but it is because we consider
that this is the responsibility of the Comptroller of Customns
in one instance and the responsibility of the Income Tax
Commissioner in the other instance. It is purely a matter
of internal accounting. We have been wasting Government

paper and the time of CivilServants, the time of this House
and the stationery which we have to provide by putting in

matters such as this to show that you collected $1 million

more than what you collected, It is completely dishonest
and it is completely irrelevant from the point of view of
good accounting. You will find it nowhereelse and it is only
the Governmemnt of Barbados hitherto which willdo account-
ing in this manner.

Mr, Chairman, I am sorry that I have to make this
statement at this time but it is a matter which I want to




make clear, This is not giving exemption from Customs

Duty but merely repaying what they deposited, Thatis put=
ting the situation in a nutshell,

I beg o move that this Resolution do now pass,
Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: I beg to second that,

Mr, MOTTLEY: I can appreciate the point which the
Hon, Premier made, but lam somewhat worried as to his
change now that he has announced it, I think that this is a
method which was carried on for many years and it applied
merely to what you import with a view of bringing in certain
goods free of duty.

1 am wondering whether the Hon, Premier has given
every possible thought to this matter, As he mentioned, I
agree that it is confusing in a way. But let us take oils for
the use of aeroplanes, By what methodare we waiving and
protecting these people if you are aliowed to pay less actual~
ly before?

Hon, E. W. BARROW: If the hon, member would give
way, 1 would like to clear up a wrong impression which he
seems to have gathered. I was not suggesting that when
goods are imported into the country, the money would not
have to be paid in, 1 said thatthis was a matter of internal
accounting, In other words, let us take the example of avia-
tion fuel, The Customs and Excise statistics will show us
exactly how much of that fuel was sold at the Seawell Air-
port. It does not matter how much is stored in the installa=
tion tank, The people who import this fuel, whether it is
Messrs DaCosta and Company Limited or Messrs. R. M,
Jones and Company, paid duty onthat fuel when it came into
the Island, If they want their money back, they do not come
to the House and ask for a Resolution; they go to the Cus~
toms Department and certify by a document that that is
correct and they collect the money. In another way, the
Financial Secretary will call this a Revolving Fund.

The position is this. I came to this conclusion. I con-
sulted the Commissioner of Inland Revenue and although I
did not directly speak with the present Comptroller but
another officer, from them I understood that for years all
these departments were agitating and asking the ex-Govern-
ment to take these things out of the Estimates:but the Gov=
ernment for reasons best known to themselves kept them in.,
I was therefore gratified that these three responsible offi-
cials had also came to that conclusion. Icannot find the way
in which they were doing it in any financial statement of the
Governments in the Caribbean area, Again, it is purely a
matter of internal accounting.

Mr., MOTTLEY:; I thank the Hon. Premier for his ex~
planation. I can now see his point,

Mr. GODDARD: Sir, in the last session I remember
asking the Government then if it wasnot possible that they
could show to members of the House the differem types of
drawbacks so that they could see the business dealing in the
Tourist Industry and what they were getting asdrawbacks,
The amount should be broken down: but everything is put
under one Head, Now that youhave bulk installation, you are
going to have something more under that too and all of these
things will be mixed up, Isay that it should be broken down
so that we would have a picture of where the amount is
going. That is another form of accounting which we would be
glad to have.

I agree with the Hon, Premier that the present method
of which he has spoken only goes to swell the expenses of
the Customs Department and every year it is rising and it
would look as if the cost has risen, This is a drawback on
goods which we know beforehand and it could be taken off,
However, 1 am saying that the item “‘Drawbacks’® should
not be presemed to us in a lump sum; you should have it
broken down to show what amount there is under tourists®
items, under oils and gasolene at Seawell and then, may be,
to deal with that which is under bulk fuelling at the Deep
Water Harbour and the other things. It is a question which 1
have put before the former Government, Iamglad the Hon,
Premier is inmerested in that form of accountancy,
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Hon, E, W, BARROW: I will take note of what the hon,
junior member for Christ Churchhas said and make a care=-
ful searchof the revenue relevant to this matter. Apparently
his suggestion was not noted by the person in charge of this
Head when it was under discussion. For obvious reasons
when we are dealing with out Budget, we would like to see
not only what concessions we aregranting but also how they
are affecting our revenue, It may also be useful to demon-
strate to the outside world the extent to which we are going
to help industrialists coming here. I am sure the Tourist
Board will also be interested in this information as well.
4.45 p.m.

The question that Head VI stand part of the Schedule
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

HEAD VIl = LEGAL
Head VIl — Legal was called.

Hon, E, W, BARROW: Mr. Chairman, Ibegto move that
Head VIII stand part of the Schedule.

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: I beg to second that,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Chairman, I wonder if the Hon.
Premier could tell me at this stage what has been the deci-
sion taken by the present Government in relation to the
printing of the new Laws of Barbados, Has the Government
decided to have these Laws printed abroad or locally? I am
speaking in connection with Item 12 = Law Books.

Hon, E, W, BARROW: Mr, Chairman, that question is
really not proper to this item, but Iam not afraid to answer
questions, I will give the hon. member the information now,
Hon. member s will remember that the hon, senior member
for St. Peter introduced a Resolution in this House — a
Resoluition which was prompted by a similar Resolution of
the Barbadcs Workers® Union —expressing fears thatthere
would be a dropping off in the levelof employment, that the
journeymen printers and book=binders would suffer as a
result of the decision taken by the past Government to print
the Laws in Epgland. This is a matter which I took up with
the learned Attorney General about two weeks ago. As far
as I can remember, the Resolution of the hon, senior mem-
ber for St. Peter was defeated on the floor of this House,
I cannot remember the Government supporting the Resolu-
tion which was brought forward by the GeneralSecretary of
the Barbados Workers® Union, However, I went into the mat-
ter because 1 was very anxious to discover what are the
chances of getting the Laws of Barbados printed in Barbados
as soon as possible. I was informed = I do not have the in-
formation before me now = that the Advocate Company had
been asked how long it would take them to print the Laws of
this Island and they said that it would take them about two
and a half years,

This matter was started in 1959, A former Chief Justice
of British Honduras was given a commissionto revise the
Laws and get them ready for the printers, He was paid the
sum of £1,000 on account and the Government allowed him
to keep that, but the Laws have not been finished. (Laugh ter)
Mr. Chairman, I am trying to give the facts; I am not mak=
ing any suggestions either in one way or in the other, and
anyone who wants to challenge the accuracy of my informa-
tion can do so, The first person who was to revise the Laws
collected £1,000 for the work which he was supposed to
have done up to date and then the gentlernan's eyes gave out
and he could not go any further with the work, There the
matter rested, It was suggested that two Judges of the Su-
preme Court along with the Attorney General should be es-
tablished as a commission and be paid for completing the
work which has been started by the former Law Reviser, if
I may so call him. The position is that I do not agree that
anybody who is sitting on the Bench should have anything to
do with the revision of the Laws, because you cannot make
Laws and interpret them too, I know that the person who

. revises the Laws makes the Laws sometimes. I can quote

instances of persons who are still alive, and it is not for
me to quote Laws which have beendone by persons who sit
in authority and who made the Law, The history of members
of the Bench revising the Lawshasbeena very unfortunane
history in the Caribbean from the extreme North to the
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extreme South, that is, from British Honduras to British
Guiana, We have had the unfortunate history of members of
the Bench being invited to take on, in addition to their
arduous duties, the strenuous work or revising the Laws of
a courtry,

I have asked the Learned Attorney General, without
giving him my opinion, whether it would be pessible for the
present Government to break the contract with the firm of
Messrs Eyre and Spottiswoode even if it meant our com~
pensating them by way of a moderate amount without in-
curring the emnity of the outside world, Iunderteok to ask
if the House could break the contract with this firm and pay
thern damages, provided that those damages were of a norni=
nal sum, something like £100, and givethis work to Barba=
dian workmen, The Learned Attorney General said that it
was quite clear to him that there was a comtract and it
would not Jook well if we did that; but be is considering
whether we could break the contract with these people. In
any event, the last volumes of the Laws could not be deli-
vered to the Island of Barbados in less than two and a half
years from the date on which we first gave them the proofs.
They would supply one wolume of the Laws every six
months, There is absolutely no chance, under the present
arrangement, of getting a complete volume of the Laws of
Barbados before 1964, That is the position. The previous
Government has been dragging its feet on this marter, and
it is unfortunate that the person whowas revising the Laws
was not in apositionto complete them, The whole matter is
now being suspended between Heaven and Hell,

Mr, Chairman, I hope that what Ihave said covers the
point made by the hon, senior member for the City. I have
not got the information on the matter here, but as far as 1
can remember, that is the position in which we are at the
present moment, I amdiscussing the matter next week with
the Chief Justice and I believe that he may be = I use the
word ‘‘may*® advisedly = of the same opinionas I am my=
self, In Barbados wehavehad a Law revision; if hon, mem-=
bers would ook at Volume 1 of the Laws of Barbados on the
very first page they will find this:=

‘‘Legislative provision for this Edition of the Statute
Laws of the Island was made by Act No, 22 of 1935, The
Commissioners appointed for the purpose of the revision
were the Hon, E, A, Collymore, K.C., then Attorney General,
and the Hon, H, Walter Reece, K.C, Before the work got
under way, the Hon, Walter Reece, K,C., passed away; in
the meantime the Hon, E, A, Collymore, K.C., was appointed
Chief Justice of the Island; and by Act No, 63 of 1936 the
Hon, E. K, Walcott, K.C,, who succeeded him as Attorney
General, was nominated Commissioner in the place of the
Hon, H, Walter Reece, K.C.

4,55 p.m.

The actual work of revising and preparing the New
Edition was entrusted to Mr, C, V. H, Archer and Mr, W, K,
Fergusson, Barristers-at-Law, each of whom has in turn
performed the duties of Legal Dranghtsman inthe Attorney
General’s Department,

Considerable time has elapsed since the work was
commenced, It is therefore relevant to point out that Mr.
Archer and Mr, Fergusson have had, thronghout the whole
period, to perform their substantive duties as whole-time
Government officers while undertaking the task of revision,
and were able to devote to the preparation of the New Edition
only such spare time as was common to them both, Wartime
difficulties further delayed the completion of the work,

Originally, it was comemplated that the revision would
be taken to the end of the year 1940,”

Then theygo on to say that it was taken rigit down to
1843, This Edition came out in March, 1944, and hon, mem-
bers would therefore see that it took nine years from 1935,
By the time War broke out, four yearshad gone already; but
it is entirely unsatisfactory in my opinion, to take whole-
time Government officers and give them a monurnentaltask
to perform such as this, We have inthis Island and outside
of this Island, if members would like an indication of the
way I am thinking, lots of young, energetic, West Indian

lawyers, well-qualified and welltrained academically, who
could be paid to do this matter whole~time and get them
ready in three months, at least to get the proofs ready in
three months for the printers, and there is no reason from
what I can see why a Commissionof three Barristers, say,
under the Chairmanship or guidance of the Attorney General
or some other high-ranking legal officer should not be able
to get the proofs for these laws ready in three months, I
intend to do everything I can and I will be coming to the
House when we do formulate definite proposals and when I
have had my consultation with the Chief Justice in order to
expedite the printing of these laws,

Mr, MILLER: Mr, Chairman, in connection with the
matter now being discussed, the Premier did say, speaking
more or less from memory, that £1,000 ' was paid tothis
Chief Justice. Again it is a matter of memory, but I remem=
ber the House voted the money, and if ] am correct I think it
was £2,000 for the complete revision of the laws and 1
think it was this retired Chief Justice from British Honduras
who was appointed to do this job. During that period which
I think, was over a year, I remember only too well that he
broke down inthe first place withhis eyes which forced him
to have a rest with special treatment. However, he did re-
turn working at night on this particular job on which he
collected an advance of £1,000, and three or four months
later the doctor demanded that he must give this job up. The
question then arose as to whether he should refund half the
money for the work that was done or whether he should be
allowed to keep the £1,000 for morethana year's work, As
1 said, he has not actually Jost his sight, but maybe 90% of it.

On the question of the printing of the Law Books, so
much has been said, I remember too well that the period
fixed by the Advocate was 2 1/2 years, There was no pre-
judice, as far as the Government was concerned, about giv=-
ing the work to the Advocate or any other place, and we
were satisfied that they would take 2 1/2 years, Over and
above that there was the question of material, and we were
thinking then of the loose-leaf system. The Hon, Premier
might have something more to sayonthisbecause 1 am not
familiar with it, but I think he has seen this question of
whether we should use the loose~leaf system or whether we
would have to abandon the books printed in 1944 which were
brought up-to-date, and for that reason on grounds of (a)
efficiency and (b) because it was cheaper then......

Hon, E, W, BARROW: On apointoforder, if I remem=
ber, the contractors, Messrs, Eyre & Spottiswoode, under ~
took to supply one volume every six months, that is two
volumes a year, and that would be a period of two years,
but somehow or other we lost six months on the way, I think
they undertook to supply two volumes at one time or some=
thing, but I know that there was some talk about 2 1/2 years,

Mr, MILLER: Whatever happened, we got these volumes
and completed the text which the retired Chief Justice was
doing on the revision and the Advocate said it would take
2 1/2 years at any cost. Everybody advised that we should
get after this and not be concerned with whether it would
cost more or whether as a matter of efficiency we could
have buckle=backed books and put in loose leaves and bring
the amendments up to date every year or two years rather
than like in 1944, and for that reason it was not a question
that we wanted to deny the Advocate of any local work. You
might decide tofollow the principle we agreed on of going
back and taking in the last fifteen or twenty years, or you
might want to do over the whole job and spend almost nine
years in the revision, to say nothing about the 2 1/2 years;
but you should want to spend additional funds and improve
the efficiency of the book which is for the service of the
community, A loose leaf arrangement whether over a year
or two years might bring them up to date against the cost
of efficiency and in less time than what the Advocate woukd
produce. These are things with which we are concerned; but
going back to the first question on whether or not the Gov=
ernmemnt should decide that this retired Chief Justice should
continue to keep this £1,000, we were advised by the Council
and by people connected to the Judiciary that for the service
and the volmne of work, measured in time, and probably
expressed to some extent in suffering through the loss of
his sight, it wasnot fair to askhim to refund the money, but
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to continue with someone else who would probably be willing
to do the balance of work and complete it even if it cost a
little more., .

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr, Chairman, I would like to thank the
Hon, Premier first of all for his courtesy in answering,
because as he rightly said, it really was not quite in order
for me to pose the question under this Head. I would like to
say to him now that as far as my Party is concerned in
dealing with the printing of these laws, the little difference
in time which it makes and the relief which it can give to the
number of displaced printers does not matter to the Advor
cate or any Printery, I remember definitely the hon. senior
member for St, Peter saying that quite a number of persons
were laid off at the leading Printery in the Island for the
simple reason that with the establishment of the Government
Printery and having modern machinery and soon, there was
no work for them; and they were told that a job like this
could keep a tremendous lot of people employed,

5.05 p.m.

I want to say here and now, as far as we are con-
cerned, that we are definitely prepared to support the
idea, even though it costs more money. I appreciate the
statesmanlike manner of the Hon, Premier in not offering
any criticism to the former Government for allowing the
money to be kept by the gentleman who started this work
and then got ill, Even if somebody takes somebody to read
for him, he must be able to see for himself, There can be
no criticism of the last Government for allowing the gen-
tleman-lawyer to keep that money,

The Hon. Premier gave his reasons and said that from
Sir Allan Collymore downto Mr., W. K, Fergussonhad taken
part in the last revision of the laws, and from the figures
the printers would be able to supply two volumes every
year; therefore it would be a question of three years to com-
plete these laws., I say that if the English Company which
has contracted for the printing of these volumes can give us
six months carlier or even a year earlier than a local
printing office, I am still of the opinion, having regard to
the number of printers whom 1 see idling as a result of
modern machinery, that my Party would be prepared to
back the Government in trying to give the work to a local
firm of printerseven if it meant your breaking the contract.
What is breaking a contract? I hope nobody would believe
that in breaking this contract, you have broken anything,
This is an agreement on which you have not started any
work, and the firm has not gone out of its way to get any
machinery to do the work. This firm of Eyre & Spottis-
woode is a big established form. If you have to pay £150
or £200 asaresultof charges because you have entered the
contract I see no reason why you could not break it because
it would relieve the situation which you have here.

Now, Sir, inside Barbados and outside of it, you have
many young, well-trained lawyers who would be more suit=
able for revising and bringing up-to-date these laws, Speak-
ing for myself, I know that it is a very strenuous task. I
would like to see any three men sitting down doing this work
without getting rest, It is a strenuous task; it cannot be
hurried and it takes time,

I agree that you should not commission members of the
Judiciary to do this work but that you should get this work
done outside by a member of the Bar even if you have to
get some person from Trinidad to doit.I am sure that you
can find many who are not established enough either in
Barbados or outside to accept this offer.

I suggest strongly to the Government, and with the
greatest respect, that they should try and get the contract
broken so as to get the printing done in Barbados, As a
matter of fact, I would not call it breaking the contract;
I would call it relieving themselves from the agreement. I
am sure that the people of this country will be very grati-
fied to know that you kept this work in Barbados, As long
as work can be done in Barbados, it should be given to peo-
ple in Barbados to do.

I heard the hon. junior member for St. George refer to
loose-leaf binders, There was some talk about that: but I

remember when that matter came up, it was not so much
favoured by the legal luminaries in the House, &t was a
question as to whether you should have these loose-leaf
binders, and the Government said ihat while it would be
more expensive it would be a means of making it easier
when you have to amend the laws by making it possible to
put in the amendment then. However, Sir, I commend the
Hon, Premier for his very able explanation on the matter,

The question that Head VIII — Legal stand part
of the Schedule, was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

HEAD XIV = JUDICIARY
Head XIV — Judiciary — was called.

Hon, E. W, BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that
Head XIV stand part,

Apparently, thereis a rise inthe homicide cases during
the past year, Ido not know whether it has anything to do
with the elections, but we have to increase this amount of
fees to Counsel assigned in capital cases because Sessions
are going on and I think that they are some capital cases
before Sessions at the present moment, The amount of $515
is needed.

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: I beg to second that,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr, Chairman, I must ask the Hon.
Premier this, I do not know if he is aware or it, but I am
aware that there is some dissatisfaction among young
practitioners at the Bar as to the feespaid in this respect.
1 am wondering if the Hon, Premier can tell us what has
been decided about it, As I understand it, it is almost im-
possible to ask a young practitioner to undertake the de-
fence of a person on a capital charge for the fee which is
offered.

I am going to take the opportunity, if Your Honour does
not rule me out of order, to say, while on this subject, that
it has been brought to my notice quire recently that the last
Government has been pursuing a policy which has been con=
trary to what happened in this country years ago, It is with
respect to the question of payment of jurors, I do not know
if members of the Government have heard anything about it,
but within recent months, people who have been asked to
serve as jurors, if they were working,were told that they
were not going to be paid for their services, In many cases
those jurors who have been working were not paid.

I want the Hon, Minister in charge to take note of this.
I took the matter up with the Registrar and he said that that
was the instruction givenhim, He was told that those jurors
who were working, as long as they were being paid from
their place of business, were not to receive any money for
their services, A lot of us feel that that is unfair because
quite a lot of these people, although they are employed,
come from the country: and when they come to town to do
this work, sometimes they have to get additional boarding,
I counsel the Hon, Premier to take this matter up with the
Registrar and to cancel these instructions which weregiven
to him,

The question that Head XIV stand part was put and
resolved in the affirmtive without division.

HEAD XX = EDUCATION (1) HEADQUARTERS
Head XX~ EFducation (1) Headquarters was called,

Hon, E, W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that
Head XX stand part,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Chairman, Iriseto second the
motion which has been made by my colleague, the Hon.
Premier and Minister of Finance. In doing so, I realise
that it falls to me as Minister of Education to give this
Committee some extensive knowledge of our proposals in
respect of free secondary education and our attitude to
secondary education in general.

5,15 p.m.
I should like to say, first of all, that if things had gone a
certain way and we had not so prematurely lost the com=
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panionship in this House of the former hon, junior member
for the City, the late Mr, A.E. 8. Lewis, it might well have
been his privilege to be making the main speech on this
Resolition, since it was he who first drew to the atrention
of the House and the public at large that it was possible
within the limited financial resources of this island, to
provide free secondary education at the Government=aided
Schools. I do not think it is possibleto say one word on this
Resolution withowt paying tribute to the memory of that hon,
member and the valiant fight he put up in this House for that
privilege, I am happy as one of his colleagues to be able
now, too late it may be, to pay him the tribute which he
deserves ir making the main speech on this matter.

I should like to say at the outset that this is nothing
spectacular which is being done; therefore the Resolution
which the Committee is asked to consider for the sum of
$41,000 is a Resolution to enable the Governor-in=Execu=
tive Committee, so to speak, to pay the Governing Bodies
of the ten Government~Aided Grammar Schoels, the fees-
which would normally have been paid by the parents of the
pupils who are attending these schools. Here again, before
I go further, I ought, perhaps, to clear one of the hurdles
which people say we have not yet cleared and about which
there is still some doubt, with respect to the preparatory
departments in Government-Aided Secondary Schools.

Let me remind the Committee that what we are offering
in this island is free secondary education and not free
education in Secondary Schools, There is a difference be-
tween them, Some people still believe that preparatory
departments are an integral part of the system of Se-
condary Schools, 1 have been at great pains to point out
that that is not so, and I take the opportunity to say again
that it is not so. I do not have to go further than to quote
at random from the Scheme of Government of the Coleridge~
Parry School and this information would be duplicated in
reference to the Scheme of Governmemnt of any of the other
Secondary Schools, Quoting from this Scheme, ‘‘the term
‘preparatory department’ means all classes in the school
junior to the classes in which pupils between the ages of
11 and 12 proceeding from elementary schools would nor-
mally be admitted,’” Any person below the age at which
you would normally start a secondary courseisa prepara-
tory pupil, and those most nearly connected with education
in this island have admitted that children in preparatory
classes at Secondary Schools do primary work. Here was
the decision which the Govermment had to take; we said
that we were providing free secondary education, Thereis
also in existence, and has been inexistence for some time,
the system of free primary education, If, therefore, you
have established or you are about to establish a two~tiered
system of free education, you cannot have from a two-
tiered system of free education something which belongs to
the primary part of it which finds itself in a secondary
school system, Therefore when we reflect that prepara-
tory classes are really primary school classes in second-
ary schools under conditions of privilege, we have had to
decide that we had better stick to the commitment which
we made to the electorate, that is, to offer free secondary
education and not free education in Secondary Schools,

Mr,. Chairman, because of that consideration, I have
advised the Cabinet that pupils who are now in the prepara-
tory forms in the Government-Aided Secondary Schools
must pay fees. Allied with that anxiety about fee-paying
was the much greater anxiety on the part of the parents =
the anxiety as to whether pupils in preparatory forms
would or would not have to leave these schools immediately,
Before Christmas in a broadcast address specifically to
parents and guardians, I made reference to some aspects
of our Secondary School policy; I said inthe course of that
broadcast that after July this year Iwill not permit admis-
sion imo the preparatory departments of the Government-
Aided Secondary Schools. In other words, there would not
be any admission to preparatory classes in these secondary
schools from September this year; but pupils who are now
in preparatory classes will, of course, remainthere and in
the normal fashion they will move from the preparatory
classes to the main departments of the secondary schools,
Any child who is going to be putout of a preparatory class
now, if he follows the normal precedure, will move in the

]

normal way out of the preparatory form of the Secondary
School into the main school,

Before Iexplain why I have advised the Cabinet to do
away with the preparatory classes, Imust say this in order
to reassure certain parents; you would enter a Secondary
School when you have been through a common entrance.
When the new Schemes of Government are ready to be sub~
mitted to the House, I shall explain that in greater detail,
Sometimes it happens that you come across a pupil, who,
perhaps, at the age of 10 years, canpass an entrance exam-
ination in Parts I and I and that pupil deserves to be ad~
mitted into a Secondary School,

5,25 p.m.

Now hitherto what Government Bodies had permitted in
the case of the under 11's was this: they would put them into
the preparatory departments = Iam referring to those un-~
der 11 who passed entrance examinations =inthe cases of
the leading schools, the Upper Prep as it is called,and let
them spend a year there until they could move into the main
Departments of the School, Thar was not entirely unsatis-
factory, but it was not entirely satisfactory, because in
some cases you got a very bright pupil who could profit
immediately from the introduction to a secondary course
being kept back, and inother cases, of course, you got peo=-
ple who had passed the entrance examination to a school
with the understanding that they could start the secondary
course being made to do primary work for another year.

What I have decided to de is this: in consultation with
the Heads of the ten Government-aided Secondary Schools, I
am permitting admission into all the Government-aided
Secondary Schools at the age of ten. But I am not permitting
it at an age earlier than ten; so that all schools from next
September will be able to admit pupils a year earlier than
the normal 11+ range, but such pupils must be pupils who
have passed the entrance examination. I am not permitting
admission of pupils who cannot pass and who have not satis-
fied the general entrance examinations, who would as has
obtained in the past been admitted into a preparatory form.

Now since there must be a certain amount of flexibility
in the arrangement of each school, Ihave not and would not
dictate to the schools as to how they should arrange these
ten year olds; but since such pupils would be people who
would pass the entrance examination, in my view that would
entitled them to start their secondary course, and perhaps
a six year course would be required for studying for the
General Certificate of Education, whereas in the case of
the 11 year old a five year course of study would be pre-
scribed; but that is a matter of flexibility for the schools
themselves, Preparatory pupils must pay for these two
terms, this one and the summer term, When the pupils
are admitted into the main school they will cease to pay. 1
hope I have made that quite clear,

I should say something at this stage about the holders
of Exhibitions and other scholarships awarded by Local
Government Authorities, private benefactors, Trusts and
the like. Now this matter had perforce to be separated
from the matter under discussion now. It would never have
been possible within the short time at our disposal since
taking office and now to be able to settle in detail these
matters which arise out of scholarships and bequests.
For instance, we should have to look from the legal point
of view at each of these Trusts, bequests or endowments to
see the terms upon which the scholarships were given and
to ascertain legally what the wish of the testator in each
case was or could be deemed to be, The Attorney General
and the Legal Department areexamining all of these schol-
arship awarding bodies one by one, as each has to be
treated on its merits; and as soon as the report comes back
to my Ministry from the Crown Law Officers, the Cabinet
will then be in a pesition to make wp its mind. Meanwhile
the position goes on as before. Those who awarded scholar-
ships to the various schools will continueto do so; but they
will perhaps want to consult with us as we should want to
consult with them as to whether or not they would like the
money applied to other purposes within the educational field,

k is possible, for instance, Mr, Chairman, that a
scholarship awarding body, now that fee paying has been
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abolished, might decide that it would like to give lunch to

the pupils who hold scholarships; it might wish to spread
the money out over a larger number of pupils, or it may
wish that the money be spent in defraying the transportation
expenses of the pupils of the various schools or that some
should be used in one school and some in another, All
these are matters which willhave to be gone into very care-
fully,

1 believe, with respect to Local Government authori=-
ties, that their scholarships are awarded under legal sanc-
tion, and I believe they willwishtodiscuss what they would
like to do in this respect. I just mentioned that to let the
House see that we have not forgotten that most imnportant
aspect; but because of the nature of that side of it, I am not
in a position to say with finality what the Cabinet's mind is
with respect to the scholarships given by bequests, endow=
ments, Local Government authorities and other bodies.

There is another point, Mr, Chairman, which 1 know
has been agitating the minds of people inthis Island. After
all, what is being done when the House passes this Resolu-
tion is that the Barbadian community is meeting to a cer-
tain extent, not entirely, the cost of secondary education,
At once the question arises as to who are to benefit from
it, Is it to be all and sundry, is there to be some discrimi=-
nation practised, and if so, what discrimination will be
practised? Well, Sir, I can refer hon. members to the Ad-
dendum, and to draw their attention to the fact that we have
set out, as carefully as we know how, the categories of
pupils who will be entitled to, for want of other words,
what we call, ‘free secondaryeducation®’, *‘It is necessary
to provide the sum of $41,000 to defray in full or in part, as
the case may be, the tuition fees payable at Government
grant-aided schools by children who = (a) are not holders
of exhibitions or other awards;'’ I have dealt with that;
*(b) are holders of exhibitons or other awards which
carry only part payment of tuition fees;'* I have also dealt
with that; and ‘‘(c) are not members of preparatory de-
partments, '’ I have dealt with that,

Now Idraw this particularly to the attention of the Com=
mittee, ‘“To be eligible for the payment or part payment of
tuition by the Government, such children must be (i) na=
tives of Barbados or children of a native; or (ii) the chil~
dren of persons qualified by residence or service in Bar-
bados."*

We have made these two provisos because in one of
the Government Secondary Schools, there is a sizeable
contingent of pupils who are not the children of natives of
Barbados. I refer, of course, to the Lodge School where the
number involved in this category, Ithink, is between 37 and
40; some of them are Venezuelans and some of them are
children of persons, not Barbadians but not necessarily
foreigners in the sense in which Venezuelans are foreign~
ers,

Mr, Chairman, I would like to say this: The Govern=
ment of Barbados, at least this Government, would never
have expected to ask Barbadians to defray the education
expenses of aforeigner; thereforewe took that into account,
What we have done is this: I have given instructions to the
Governing Body of that School that fees will be collected
from the foreign pupils as usual pending some further
arrangement which I am taking up with one of the Govern-
ments concerned,

5.35 p.m,

I do not wish to say very muchon that now, but at least
the interests of people in Barbados are safeguarded to this
extent, that those pupils at the Lodge School who are not
children of Barbadians and whose parents are not resident
here = therefore, they would not be qualified by residence
or otherwise = would still pay the $24 per term which they
have been paying up to the end of the last term. More de~
tailed arrangements would have to be worked out with the
nationals of those countries, and when the Cabinet is in a
position to review the whole matter in that respect I will,
of course, then tell the House what we have done,

Now, before 1 go farther, something has just occurred
to me. The House will recall that towards the end of the
last session my predecessor sought approval of the House
in Committee of Supply for the expenditureof a sum = I be=
lieve it was $7,000 - which the Governor-in-Executive
Committee used to grant 210 free places to pupils in Gov=
ernment-aided Secondary Schools, That was done: and in
consequence of that pupilsiwho paid scholarships fees have
found themselves this time being given back money and
some of them are praising this Government quite un-
deservedly. They are saying that the present Government
is giving them not only free education, but money as well.

I must take this opportunity of waking themn up from
their dreams. The remittances which Governing Bodies have
made to pupils were in respect of those pupils for whom
the parents were required to pay part-fees and those pupils
whose scholarships were completely covered and from
whom therefore payment was accepted. Since the outgoing
Government has given 210 free places, some of these
scholarship holders came within that category and there~
fore, the part fees which their parents were paying, the
Governing Bodies saw fit to refund that money to the
parents, Now that some parents find themselves getting
back money, it has nothing to do with what is before the
House now; it has happened in consequence of a measure
which was brought down by my former colleague and which
was granted approval by the House,

Obviously, hon, members would wish to question me
more closely on our policy, There is a lot which 1 would
like to say but I would prefer to answer questions, I have
not said anything about Private Secondary Schools, but
would be willing to do so by way of answering questions.

There is also the question as to what is likely to
happen from next September after the demand for free
secondary education and there is a clamour for extra
places.

That part I will answer now. Firstof all, by not taking
in more pupils into preparatory classes Iam likely to have
200 extra places available for 11 plus pupils, Secondly, as
regards the proposal which my predecessor had of building
a new secondary grammar school in the St, George area, 1
am not going to build the school entirely in one job, To do
it like that might involve me in not getting the school ready
at all for the September term. What I propose to do is to
build the administrative block and sufficient classroomsto
permit me to take in pupils in the First Form: and then at
leisure, though as speedily as Ican, to complete the rest of
the school, In short, what I intend to do is to get by Sep-
tember enough of the school ready to enable me to admit
pupils of 11+ into the First Form, as I am advised that 1
can do that if ] have my administrative offices and enough
classrooms. Therefore, if 1 can manage to get that part of
the secondary grammar school building ready and canalso
admit an extra 200 in view of the fact of not admitting any
more into preparatory classes, that would be 320 which we
can look forward to admit extra to those who would be sitting
and passing the entrance examination,

I want to draw the attention of the Committee to this,
Some people take the view that my Ministry is proceeding
too rapidly withour plans, It is a view which I cannot share,
I, myself, wish that we would be able to move at a swifter
pace. Here it is: we have scarcely settled down to imple-
ment our own plans for the developing of our island when
like a bolt from the blue, comes the challenge to be once
again the educational centre to our West Indian nation, When
the Federal Interim Organisation is set up here and the
officials and servants come here, my Ministry would be
hard pressed, if we do not plan ahead, to provide school
accommodation for the children of the Federal Civil Ser-
vants, I estimate that it may well be set up by next year and
I am going to be asked immediately for 250 secondary
school places for those Civil Servants, That means, of
course, that I must proceed as swiftly as possible with
our school building programme. That must have first
priority in our scheme of things. Matters like that must en=
gage our attention because we do not have a lot of time to
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spare. Therefore the criticism which 1 am going to find
hurled at us isnot that we are going too fast but that we are
not going fast enough because the events are crowding in

upon us.

1 do not know what else at this stage I can be expected
to say but I am willing of course ~ the House need not
doubt that - to give any explanation which is required of
me., Meanwhile, I commend the passing of this Resoltion
to this House,

Mr, MILLER: Mr, Chairman, before you put the ques=
tion, I want to say this, As a matter of fact, there is much
to be said, The Hon, Minister of Educationdid mention on a
number of occasions that he would give explanationto what~
ever is asked of him on this matter but he was speaking so
fast and rapidly that perhaps Iwas introuble to understand
a Jot of what he said; therefore, I hope he would explain to
me these questions which I am going to ask him, Iam
somewhat surprised to hear him say that the retund of
school fees to 210 children had caused some surprise to
the parents of these children, He was present in the House
when the last Government voted money to give 210 free
places and 1 think he would remember that he declined to
vote on this decision of the Government,

Mr, Chairman, with your permission, I will read what
we said in our last Five Year Plan, We said that ‘‘in the
current financial year Government is contributing $914,547
or approximately 85%% of the cost of grammar schools, The
remaining 15% or $166,588 is accounted for by fees, The
Government is, therefore, in effect providing 85k free
places in the grammar schools, By contributing a further
$166,588 the transition to free grammar school education
could be accomplished, It is planned to achieve this end by
progressively increasing the number of scholarships to
these schools.’® What the Hon., Minister is seekingto do is
as old as the ages. That is what is set ot in the last Five
Year Plan,

The Hon, Minister took part in the debate on the Re~-
solution of $7,000 which we brought downto be spent to co-
ver that period to give 210 free places in these secondary
schools, Why does he say that it is his Government’s
policy?

5,45 p.m,

Over the period of the Five Year Sessiona plan for a com=
plete system of freeSecondary Education was brought about
which would incur an expenditure of $66,000, There is
nothing new and obviously we have been waiting for a long
time for some definite statement onthe policy for education,
We have seen so many changes; youwill remember that the
first thing we were told was that instructions were given to
the Governing Bodies of the various schools not to take
school fees any longer.So many things have happened, Inmy
own case I was told that I should not pay any fees. In the
month before that a man borrowed money to pay the fees for
his child, The Minister did say thathe was concerned about
the institution of free secondary education and it was the
Government's responsibility to provide free education in
Secondary Schools, That was more or less mentioned on a
number of platforms and it is still the belief of the majority
of people who are seeking secondary education for their
children,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: On apoint of order, Mr, Chairman,
the hon, member is under some misapprehension. The point
I made asregards free secondary education and free educa~
tion in Secondary Schools, is this: by free secondary educa-
tion we mean the payment by the Government from the
Treasury of fees for pupils in Government-Aided Schools
pursuing a secondary course of study. That would exclude
pupils inthe preparatory forms, If we were to consider pay-
ing fees for pupils inpreparatory forms we would be giving
free education in Secondary Schools, which we are not doing,
We are paying fees for persons inSecondary Schools pursu~
ing a secondary course of study and you can only do that
from the First Form up, no matter the nature of the school,

Mr, MILLER: I remember a statement by the Minister
to the effect that all preparatory departments would be re=
moved or would come to anend by September next, Probably
he has had reasons to modify that.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I do not want to be impolite to the
hon. member, but to question me on a matter like this re~
quires some previous study of the matter under discussion.
The decision to abolish the preparatory forms could only
have come into operation fromSeptember, 1962, Meanwhile,
there arepupils in preparatory classes; these pupils are not
getting secondary education now; they are getting primary
education in secondary schools and therefore we said that
they should pay for it. When these pupils move from the
preparatory departments to the First Forms, then, of
course, fee~paying for them will be abolished.

Mr, MILLER: Of course, the Minister need not be im~
polite because I can take careof myself. We have been told
something today and we have been anxiously awaiting a
decision on policy with regard to education, As people who
are interested in education, we were awaiting the policy of
the Minister and we were told that we will have a policy.
The number of 612 places would represent 15%of the gram=
mar school education. We are now being told that pupils in
Secondary schools, not primary schools, are not regarded as
enjoying free secondary education, It is all right to have
something in mind but you are apt to be confused, I had
always felt that on gaining entry to a Secondary School you
were going to a Secondary School, If you decide 1o have a
preparatory department in a Secondary School, it is second=
ary education which the children should get from the schools
and they would be expected to pay for it, I can extend my
point; you can even break tradition and destroy custom
and where you are prepared to toy with the approach
to the principle which is accepted inthe minds of the com~
munity generally — I can say to the Minister that, in the
minds of all and sundry of this island, as long as your child
gets through the entrance examination he is thought to be
going to a secondary school. 1am wondering if out of all
of this ..ee..

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Chairman, if the hon, member
would give way, I would like to say this: I can appreciate
the fact that it might be difficult for him to get in all that
there is involved at one time, Perhaps I may say what the
position will be.

5,55 p.m.

May I just say this now to the hon, member ? As from Sep-
tember 1962 no more Primary school work will be done in
the Government Secondary Schools,

Mr. MILLER: I must interrupt the hon. member. You
have said that already, What I just wanted to know from you
if you give way on a point of order = because that is not a
point of order and you are attempting to explain something
you have said three or four times already this afternoon =
is this, and I am anxious tobe told: I am saying that in the
minds of the people inthis country after 100 years = which
is regarded as custom, tradition or what have you = as long
as they get their childrenthrough the entrance examination,
their children will benefit from secondary education in a
secondary school, This is to someextent a departure since
you are separating the preparatorydepartments,and you
are asking the kids in the preparatory departmentsto pay
up to the end of September when there will be no more

_preparatory departments. 1 was only thinking of how do

you expect the country totake this, It is true that by plurali-
ty of vote and decision all this can be done, but you have a
section of the community who would like to be told whether
or not and how it is goingtoevolve in another six or seven
months, The Minister talked earlier about constructing
certain blocks of a new school to accommodate 120 pupils
before the September term, but you know that is physically
impossible. You cannot continue with all this rush and speed
with which you are doing all these things. There is nothing
wrong if you can put in two eight=hour shifts with artificial
light, ventilation and what not, We are anxious to support
you, but it i5 a question also whichis still open not only in
my mind, but in the minds of the people that hitherto less
than two months ago we were told that no fees would be taken
in preparatory departments and now we aretold that there
will be no more preparatory depariments in schools.

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Again I must intervene, The hon,
member is confusing himself and not me.

Mr. MILLER: 1did not hear that. Will you repeat?
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Hon, J. C. TUDOR: I said the hon, member is confusing
himself and not me, The positionisthis, Mr, Chairman: as
from September, 1962, no primary work will be done in a
secondary school; in other words therewill be no prepara-
tory classes, Entrance as from this year for First Forms,
or whatever you like to call them, will be made a year
earlier; that is, not at 11 but at 10, so that there should be
no complaint on the part of people that because their child=
ren are not 11 they cannot get them in since we have
abolished the Preps. Meanwhile there are pupils, 467 of
themn to be exact, in the tengrant-aided secondary schools
in preparatory departments, These 467 will not be put out
in July; they will sit their internal exarnination as Preps
have always been doing and willmove into the main School,
but because there will not be an intake of pupils of 8 or 8+
or 9 or 9+, I shall have class=room space available in all
these schools for a further intake of 11+ or 10+, Is that
clear?

Mr, MILLER: The hon. member said the figureis 467
and I am thinking of the examination atthe end of June, Are
you telling me or is it reasonable to believe that the 467
pupils will all passor will some be superannuated and what
are left would be sent on to the main school? That is what
I am in trouble to understand because if you are going to
destroy preparatory departments inyour schools, Iwantto
be assured that the Minister can tell us that the 467 pupils
in the preparatory departments atthe moment will all pass
into the First Form of the Schools. What would happen to the
children who fail? Or do you expect none to fail? Will the
Minister explain that?

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: That is the fairest question the hon,
member has asked in the whole debate, Last Saturday morn=
ing I discussed this whole matter with the Heads of the
Secondary Schools, and I told them my mind on it, I told
them I did not think any pupilnow in a preparatory depart-
ment in any school should suffer the resultof a changeover
in policy over which the pupilhasno control, and therefore
1 personally suggested to them that they should lean over
backward in July to admit or topromote = I gave them my
own authority for it — every pupil now in a preparatory
form to the main school, because Irealise that although the
pupil may not have passed the entrance examinationor the
promotional examination from Prep to the First Form, in
these new circumstances nobody would believe that he was
put out of school merely because he could not pass the
examination, They would feel he was put of school for
reasons other than that; so I have instructed the Heads to
exercise whatever latitude they need do for thisparticular
year to see that all inmates of preparatory classes are put
into the main school,

Mr, MILLER: I rather prefer the manner in which the
Minister has decided to reply to the matter rather than
accumulate, because there is so much to be said on this
point. If it is a question of superannuation, I am somewhat
unhappy to think that a section of the community will feel
that you are discriminating in some way, Youare trying to
save the class room because you are thinking later on of
Sixth Forms; yet you are saying that in July there will be no
examination to take people into the preparatory depart-
ments, Is it that automatically they will go to the First
Form?

Hon, J, C. TUDOR: As amatter of fact, the hon, mem-
ber iSeee.

Mr, MILLER: What do you mean by leaning over back=-
ward to see that the children would be absorbed? Would it
matter if they fail or would they go on whether or not they
fail?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: The position isthis, Mr, Chairman:
there have been cases where children previously admitted
to the preparatory departments have not satisfied require~
ments of the internal examination for the main Departments
of the school and have therefore been asked to leave after
they have been in the preparatory form. That was under
the last Government, of cour se, Now if that systemn were al-
lowed to continue, there would be some children who proba«
bly in all the schools = or someof them = this year would

be asked to leave the school because they did not pass the
imernal examination for the main school, Now if that were
to happen, some parent would be justified in saying ‘*Why is
it thatas soon as you are going to have free secondary
education my child gets pushed out?'* He would not believe
that itwas duetothe fact that the child did not satisfy the
internal examination; he miglt possibly believe there was
some spite or discriminationonthe partof the staff against
his particular child, and therefore I said to the Heads of
the schools, in a case like this where a change of policy is
being effected, that no child should suffer anydisadvantage
from a change inpolicy; therefore those children who would
normally perhaps not have satisfied the imernal examina=
tion, lhave asked that they be promoted as if they had satis-
fied the requirements, so that nobody should be pushed out
this year.

6,15 p.m.

Mr, MILLER: Am I to understand that their policy is
no superannuation in no secondary schools as was done in
the previous Government? If that is so, Iwould like the Hon,
Minister to explain. A number of persons would be anxious
to have some explanation of this, I can appreciate his an-
xiety for the utilization of places now taken up by pupils in
the preparatory forms. I just want to say that that was
the policy laid down by the former Government, If the hon,
member would look at page 39 of the 1ast Development Plan
he will see that in reference to this matter we said that
there are 612 places or just over 15% of grammar school
places now occupied by preparatory forms, This means in
effect that thegrammar schools are providing primaryedu=
cation, If you are satisfied that the grammar schools are
providing primary education to the tune of 15k of the gram-
mar school places = and that isthe argument I have heard
and it was argued in the Petter Report = if you are satisfied
that you will probably be able to take up that Joad in the
senior section of the secondary schools and if you say that
the number in these preparatory forms is467 and the pri=
mary concern of the Government is the impact of what falls
out of that school, are you not probably denying the oppor-
tunity to a child which can use this sort of education to a
better advantage and if thatis so, isit fair to the communi-
ty?

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Sir, again one has to pick one or
two points from the whole mass of confusion which comes
from the hon, member's mouth. and saythatthat is a point
worthy to answer. I wish to tell him that the 467 prepara~
tory students are not all of one level. Some schools have
Prep. A and Prep. B, some have Prep, A and two Prep,
B’s, and so forth, sothatthe 467 preparatory pupils will be
preparatory pupils in various places, Obviously, the pupils
of the age of eight years and a few months would not be in
your higher preparatory forms; the pupils of the age of ten
years plus would be in your upper preparatory forms. To
answer the hon. member sensibly, those preparatory pupils
going into the main department of the secondary schools
would probably not number more than half of the total now
in the preparatory forms. In other words, only those in
Prep. A of the various schools would be those involved in
entering the main department of the secondary schools,

You cannot have it both ways. The hon, member cannot
accuse me of keeping out some deserving person by my
policy of allowing everybody to go up this year and, on the
other hand, if 1do notdo that, you say that I am discrimina~
ting. You can only attack me atone point, I, therefore, pre-
fer to face public criticisms in being lenient and generous
because 1 am prepared to make it possible that all those in
Prep. A should enter the main school,

Mr. MILLER: Why is it that the Hon, Minister should
think of attacking me? He said that he was at pains to do the
ABC and to separate my points from the mass of confusion,
I think the hon. member under stands that I know the meaning
of words, The hon. member would not have to go over the
details when he is replying to me. I happen to be on the
Governing Body of the Combermere School; therefore, we
need not go over this. I do not know why the hon. member
regards this as confusion. I was present at the meeting
which decided that these fees were to be refunded; there-
fore, it is not a questionof confusion, It appears 1o me that
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the Hon, Minister is so worried and conscious of being
attacked that probably that is the reason why he is always
on Rediffusion, Is the hon. member worried by something
deep within him, by something which we call conscience,
that he is destroying a section of our community by what he
is doing and which is going to cause pupils between eleven
years and twelve years to suffer? Why is the hon, member
so conscious and afraid of this question of attack? [ am sim=
ply asking him to answer the question as regards where he
is asking people to bend over backwards, where he is saying
that these pupils will be taking no examination but will enter
the main school in order that he would secure that section
of the school to carry out his policy. To do that, you by
way of discrimination are going to deny a boy or girl who
has the ability, The hon, member is asking the Governing
Bodies of these schools to bend over backwards and to pro=
more children who would be superannuated by the last
Government,

Hon. J. C, TUDOR: That is ignorance,

Mr, MILLER: The hon, member said that that is ignor=-
ance, Mr, Chairman, What is he speaking on?

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I believe if yougive way you will find
out,

Mr. MILLER: Why should I give way to find out?

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I assume that he is speaking on a
point of order,

Mr, MILLER: You cannot assume,
Mr, CHAIRMAN: He has indicated that to me,

Mr, MILLER: He must tell me that, Ask the hon. mem-=
ber what he is speaking on and until he says that, he must
sit down.

Mr, BOXILL: Why is the hon, member raising his
voice so loudly?

Mr, CHAIRMAN: Is the hon, member speaking on a
point of order?

Mr. J. C, TUDOR;: I am ona point of order, I know the
hon, junior member for St. George fancieshimself as being
capable of explaining all sorts of difficult problems.

Mr. MILLER: Is that a point of order?
Mr, CHAIRMAN: I will listen to the Hon, Minister,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Sir, if the hon. member has the
- slightest acquaintance with the matter under discussion, he
would never have mentioned the word ‘‘superannuation®
with a preparatory department,

Mr, MILLER: That is not a point of order, I said : *‘if
later on you expect to superannuate a child'’. Does he not
understand what I am talking about and ishoping by clever
means to suffer a section of our community which is be-
tween the ages of ten and twelve? Is it because the hon,
member wants to be different? Why tell me that Ido not
understand? Does it take a genius to tell us that what you
are doing is to eliminate the preparatory departmentto get
more places in the senior classes? What the hon. member
is doing is confusing the whole issue, He says that I am the
one confused,

I am sure that some member in the Ministry of Educa-
tion or in his Department has some idea as regards the
management of secondary schools, Isimply want to be told,
and it is my right to be told this, I want to know what is
going to be the position in the hon, member's attempt to
eliminate and clear the preparatory departments, The hon,
member has asked the Governing Bodies of these schools
to bend over backwards, What does that mean? Are you not
denying somebody's child because you want to utilise that
child's place by children who ordinarily would not pass on
to those forms?

6.15 p.,m,

I have a perfect right to ask it; you cannot get away from
it by twisting anything, You cannot do it better than I and
do not worry to go down because I will reach you at your
level. I may be in trouble to cope with you there but I will
make an attempt to do so at least, 1 have asked an honest-
to-goodness, straightforward question in the interest of a
father of six children, and when youhave the opportunity of
sending a child to a secondary school then you will see
through my eyes, (4 SIDES). What is happening here? The
election is over.

Mr, CHAIRMAN: 1 am listening to the hon, member,

Mr, MILLER: I thank you.Iam afather of six children
and all of them are at school. Every time I ask the hon,
member a question, he is suggesting that it will be an at=
tack and the Government willbe accused of putting children
out of school, Is this another way whereby you will deny
children the opportunity of attending the schools? In view
of what has been going on for more than 200 years, you will
probably be stifling the opportunity of children. Ihad thought
that the hon, member would have ananswer o the question
rather than be confusing me. He has there some member of
his organization who would have, at least, some knowledge
of management of schools. It is true that we need more
schools but that is not what we are discussing at the present
moment,

Let us assume thatyouhave 467 places in the prepara~
tory department; you want to eliminate them because you
are thinking in terms of free secondary education, I quite
agree that thisis the policy of the Government: but suddenly
you are crashing or splashing adecisionthat by September
a change will take place. What is the position of these
467 children? If the hon, member will give me an under=~
taking that all the children will passonto the other part of
the scmL.Q.l....

Hon, A. DaC, EDWARDS: Mr, Chairman, on a point of
explanation, Itake it that these 467 children who are pre-
sently in the preparatory forms, have all writtena common
entrance examination to the Secondary Schools, All we are
doing is undertaking by nextSeptember to give themn educa=
tion at Secondary level. They have passed the entrance
examination and therefore I do not see the point of kicking
them out of school, as it would appear that the hon, junior
member for St, George would like us to do,

Mr, MILLER: I have never given that impression,
Hon, A. DaC, EDWARDS: Sit down man; Iam address-
ing the Chair,

Mr, MILLER: The hon. member cannot tell me to sit
down; he is distorting what I am saying, And to whom does
he think he is talking? Sit down, boy. I am not asking the
Minister to withdraw anything because I expecthe will talk
these things and the same thing is taking place with the
Chair; but let us get accustomed to it, However, I did not
insinuate anything like what the hon, member has said; 1
am simply asking the Minister what is the policy to take
care of the 467 children who may not have got through their
examination, It is not a question of a common examination
because there would not be any need for an examination.

Hon., A, DaC, EDWARDS: I said that it appeared that
the hon, junior member for St. George wants us to kick
those children out of school. That is what 1 said, Those
children have all passed a common entrance examinationto
Secondary Schools, All we are doing = and I want the hon,
member to listento me carefully = isto give these children
Secondary education for which they have passed the entrance
examination and have not had the opportunity of getting a
secondary education, We are beginning to give Secondary
education to those who have not got it yet and we will begin
to give it to them by next September. That is all.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr, Chairman, I have been listening
to some of thisdebate, Ithink that there is some difference
of opinion between the Minister and the hon, junior member
for St, George. 1 hope I understand the position rightly.
The Minister has said that in bringing about this proposed
change, those children who are already in
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Schools, those who would be at least in the higher forms of
the junior school = 1prefer to use the word “*junior’ to the
word ‘‘preparatory’’ because the junior would include the
preparatory. There are preparatory forms in some of the
grant-aided schools and therefore I prefer 1o use the word
**junior’', The Minister has said, and Thopehe is listening
to me and he is not engaged otherwisSCesecsesesesse

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Chair is listening to the hon.
member; you address the Chair,

Mr. HUSBANDS: I need not be reminded of that at this
stage, Iwould like the Minister to listento me. 1 can appre=
ciate that in the bringing about of this change, he will not
make any hard and fast rules where children who are al-
ready in Secondary Schools willbe asked to sit another test
and possibly fall down and then have to leave the schools,
On the other hand, the hon. junior member for St George
seems to think that while the Minister is bringing about
this change in this way, he may bedepriving, if not neglect-
ing, children who may have passed the entrance examina-
tion; he may thereby be excluding those childrenwho would
have qualified for entrance and at this time deny them the
opportunity of entering the schools.

6.25 p.m.

By the Minister’s present actions, he, as it were, is sweep=
ing in = I hate to usethat word at this stage = a number of
children whom perhaps should be asked to stand down.
Well, between the two things, whenever a change of this
nature = and this is a bigdeparture = or when a departure
of this size takes place, results can never be exactly per~
fect, There has to be give and take, If you put the hon,
junior member for St. George in the shoes of the Minister,
he would produce something that somebody would pick holes
in t00; it cannot be fool proof. Youare dealing with educa~-
tion and with human beings. (A VOICE: Youdo not have any
children,)

I do not listen to the hon. member’s chat about having
children, because the having of children is an endowment
that mankind has had, Mr, Chairman, there are some of
those asides you get accustomed to, Ihope you do not hear
them and just let them pass; but Ido hope that in the manner
in which I have spoken both members onopposite sides who
are contending can realise that something practicalhas got
to be decided upon., Every Barbadian is an educational
theorist, If you have a memorandum in your hand, you can
read what somebody wrote and say ‘‘what nonsense'® or
probably you call it a docurnent of Heaven,

All T am saying is that Iappreciate the Minister in his
anxiety to initiate this change. The change is going to comne
with a pain for somebody; it is bound to happen, In this
world we never do anything perfectly, I think it is a bit of
a quibble at this stage to blame the Minister, because in
his anxiety to bring about this change, there is that possibi~
lity that some children who may have passed the entrance
examination will be denied entrance, Now itmaybe and in a
sotto voce voice I said ‘‘what adisaster’'!In fact, you can-
not bring people into secondary schools who cannot use to
the best advantage the education therein provided in a
secondary grammar school, and after this system is going,
you will have to have entrance tests inthe very same way,
Do not let anybody deceive himself that every boy or girl
is going to get free secondary education in grant=-aided or
what used to be grant=aided schools, Itisnot going to hap-
pen; we just cannot do it, Theelectionis over and if people
want to deceive themselves they can continue, but I am not
going to deceive anybody, After this is implemented, and I
understand it is going to begin next September, you have to
screen those who are going to enter; otherwise you will
give the schoolmasters 50 dotards to teach and 50% possi=
bles, We have schoolmasters in here now = I used to be
one = and they know what I am saying is true; so all this
hullabaloo can stop at this stage. Something is being done,

As the Minister said, it was the late Mr, Lewis who
first told us that it is possibletohave free secondary edu-
cation; he was laughed at, he was booed and scoffed at and
all that sort of thing. I stood in a focal position in this
Chamber and listened to him, and I was one man who was
convinced that it was more than an ordinary possibility.
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Just figures will show you that, There are no fees in any
school that will pay the ground staff, Schools have been
endowed in Barbados more than we imagine, and this is
only one more thing being done = taking off fees. It is
practical, but inone fell swoop you cannot implement some=-
thing that is going to be perfect at once; you will have these
snags. We imperfect human beings cannot initiate anything
overnight and have it work perfectly overnight; it just does
not happen,

Mr, Chairman, I would not blame the Minister if in his
anxiety he is making this thing areality;he has just started
one process of it and is telling this Committee that at this
stage and for the present we are not sending anybody home,
That is all it is and nothing more than that,

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, I should mere-
1y like at this stage 10 assure the hon, junior member for
St. Peter that the intention of this Government is to provide
free secondary education for every single child in this
country who should have it,

Mr. HUSBANDS: On a point of order, I take it that the
Minister who is speaking means, when he uses the words
‘“ree secondary education’’, education from 11+, If he
means that, I understand it,

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: I said that because what the
member said just now was this: that at this stage you can
only expect to provide free secondary education for the
children now in secondary schools, We appreciate that, but
we intend to go further and provide more secondary places
for those who at present cannot find places in secondary
schools, We realise quite well, Mr, Chairman, that even
to provide free secondary education under existing condi~
tions will not provide secondary education for every child
in the community who should have it because there are not
enough secondary schoolplaces, and after adopting the prin-
ciple of free secondary educationwe have togo on and pro-
vide more secondary places. To go on from there, 1 was
rather mystified to hear the hon, junior member for St.
George accuse this Government of trying to sacrifice an
entire generation of school children of a certain age.

Mr. MILLER: On a point of order,lam sorry that the
Hon. Minister did say that, because inno part of my speech
did I even insinuate that, Isimply asked him to explain how
he planned to use the number of places when he was thinking
of these 467, but he went on to say that he had instructed
the Governing Bodies of the various Government schools
to go over backwards to make surethat these children were
taken into the schools rather than sent home whether or not
they failed, I then further asked ifhe would explain how he
hoped to cushion all of this against the children who would
be preparing for entrance to the schools and who would be
denied the opportunity since there were these 467 from the
preparatory departments. I am asking if they should fail
what about the question of transition, as the Ministers wants
to have this done by the September term. There was no
insinuation at all that such could happen, and I am sorry
you probably missed my point.

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: The hon. member said ‘‘sacri-
ficing a generation’,

Mr, MILLER: 1 said it is possible you could sacrifice
a generation. Would the Minister explain how he hopes to
handle this?

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: The Minister explained it and,
to begin with, he did not saybheis moving up the 467 in one
fell swoop from the Preparatoryformstothe First Forms,
because there are existing now different stagesof Prepara-
tory Forms,

6.35 p.m.,

In other words, a child in Prep B would have to go to
Prep A before he goes on to the 1st Form; therefore, you
are not really taking 467 pupils from all the different forms
in the preparatory, and putting them in the 1st Form at
one time, All that you are doing is that after you remove
the preparatory forms, eventually, the children who wish




an emrance into these schools would have to sit the ex~
amination at 1st Form level and not an examination to get
into a preparatory form.

However, Sir, I want to impress on the hon, junior
member for St. George that it comes with ill grace from
him to get in here and insinuate or imply that this Gov~
ernment wants to sacrifice or hinder the prospects of any
age group in this community either inthe primary schools
or in secondary schools or to introduce age grouping
and superannuation as this Govermment had done, to con=
demn an entire generation of children. By whathis Govern-
ment has done, we cannot get men to be recruited for
jobs to go to England, If certain of our youths had the quali=-
fications, we could get more of them into the London Trans=
port, In their introducing age grouping without compulsory
education and then going on to introduce superannuation,
that Government condemned large numbers of children
of a certain age group to be thrownout into the wilderness
without any education at all, A large number of children
between the ages of 14 years and 18years are now walking
around who are neither fish, fowl or red herring and their
education is far inferior to what it would be a quarter of
a centuwry ago. Now, the hon, member talks of sacrificing
somebody else, 1 say that sounds of ill grace coming from
him.

Mr. Chairman, I say that because this Government is
now concerning itself on a large scale with undertaking
some semi~educational facilities to take charge of that large
number of youths floating around the country who are com=
pletely unequipped to make a living, That is an additional
headache which we have to take on and we are doing so
purely to eradicate the evil introduced by them and to try
to raise the level of education to what it was a certain time
before,

Mr, MILLER: Education is very important allover the
world and it is soinBarbadosparticularly, On the question
of policy, there is a slight difference between what the three
members of the Government have said particularly so far as
the preparatory forms, The Hon, Minister of Education may
be a good debater but he is so worried about this matter
that he says that it cannot occur in the evening schools, One
would imagine that you would look away from your second-
ary education in which priority is to be given to those be-
tween the ages of ten and eigtheen and even those of the ages
of ten to twenty and you would probably go back. One would
imagine that you would abolish that and bring in compulsory
education, There is nothing new or novelinthe idea because
free secondary education started last year in September, 1
am wondering why we are worrying about the preparatory
departments,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a point of
order. The hon. member said that this House of Assembly
accepted his Government's policy for free secondary edu-
cation last September. That is an absolute untruth, They
came inherewith a Resolution to give a number of scholar-
ships. I saw nothing of free secondary education from the
period of last September.

Mr, MILLER: Ido not know why the hon, member should
have risento say so because it wasdiscussed at length and I
think he heard it being said by the then Minister of Educa=
cation that there would be completely free grammar school
education because it would cost only $166,588 more. We
came for $7,000 after we decided over that policy.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr, Chairman, I rise on a point of
order.

Mr. MILLER: You cannot rise on apointof order now,

Mr, MOTTLEY: We have passed the time when you
thought that we were brought in here on a wheelbarrow, I
am saying that we did not agree to any policy of free second-
ary education commencing from September last. What Iam
saying is that you came in here with a Resolution to pro-
vide for a number of scholarships to be given free.

Mr, MILLER: We discussed it in here and you also
agreed to it, The proposition was that it would take place
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probably in three years for free secondaryeducation, That
is in a document which was agreed to by this House.

Mr, LYNCH: Mr, Chairman, I would like to enquire
from the Hon, Minister of Education what happens to the
children who are now in Prep B. As he knows, those who
are in the preparatory forms at these various schools are
not yet members of the main school, If even we accept the
political pass from Prep A, what happens to those children
who are members of the Lower Prep. who ordinarily would
be promoted from Prep, B to Prep, A?

I do not know if the hon. member intends to introduce
a policy of subter-annuation instead of superannuation,
What worries my mind is that I have heard no mention
whatsoever of what is to be done 1o assist those children
in private secondary schools. There are roughly 4,000
children in Government-aided secondary schools and more
than twice that number in the private secondary schools in
this Island. I would not like it 10 be thought that I have an
axe to grind, but I am thinking of the responsibility of this
Government as regards the children who artend those pri-
vate secondary schools, and the parents of them, in par-
ticular, The Hon., Minister has said nothing of the children
in those schools and what aid istobe given them, There is
a plan in British Guiana whereby a percentage of the salary
of teachers in private secondary schools is paid. I think
it is something to the extent of 70%. If that plan were
adopted in Barbados it would enable us who run private
schools to lower our fees and parents would realise that it
is not that a small number of children is helped and a large
number discriminated against.

If itis argued that the private secondary schools are not
doing their jobs, there should be some Government agency
whereby the owners of those can be eliminated and others
made to conform to some standard, Iwould like to hear the
Minister answer the questions on these points.

6,45 p.m.

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Chairman, I must thank the
hon, member for raising the first question about the chil=-
dren in preparatory *‘‘B'. The answer to that question is
a simple one, Those children who are in preparatory ‘‘B"’
will, after passing their examination, go into preparatory
**A**, That is what has always gone on and what will con-
tinue to go on. What hon, member s must understand is this:

Mr, LYNCH: On apointoforder, How is it possible for
children inPreparatory **B" togo to Preparatory ‘A"’ when
the ‘Prep” forms will be eliminated after this year?

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: No more pupils will be admitted
into the Preparatory forms, If you have Preparatory “‘A"
and Preparatory “B' now, after July, Preparatory ‘A"’
will go into the first Form and Preparatory ‘‘B' will go
into Preparatory ‘‘A'*, and there will be no admissions into
Preparatory ‘B, That is all it means, Preparatory “B"’
will be there for a year, The point which has to be grasped
is that there will be nc more new admissions into the pre-
paratory forms.

As to the question of the private secondary schools,
that cannot be answered now, I would like to say that last
week Ihad the first of what will probably be several con=
versations with a delegation from the Council of the Bar-
bados Independent Secondary Schools with whom 1 believe
the hon, member is associated, and when he is next sum=-
moned to a meeting of that body he will be informed as o
what is going on. We have not been able to make any pro-
nouncement as to aid to the Private Secondary Schools; hon,
members can have the assurance that that is something
which will have to be considered.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr, Chairman, whether you agree with
the Minister of Education or not, youare a believer in de~
mocracy. You have to admit that the policy which has been
adumbrated today is the policy which brought a majority of
members of a Party inthis House and we have to agree that
they have their way of doing it, Ifeel that in any transitional
period such as this, you must find that there are those who
will suffer as a result of change, I think that the public
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generally appreciates the fact that the Minister of Education
has certainly been giving us a Jot of information in the Press
in respect of the changes which the Government will bring
about, Nevertheless, I am still to say that while I offer my
support to this venture, I believe myself that I would rather
see the matter tackled from a different angle, I repeat that
1 offer my support to the Government, because that is the
method by which the majority of the people of this country
sent the Government here; it was because of the policy which
they have enunciated and which they said they will put into
operation,

I understand the Minister to say thatthey are offering
free secondary education and not free education in Second=
ary Schools. You have to begin somewhere, What I am
worried about isthis and Ithink I shall preface my remarks
by saying that the hon, junior member for St, George re-
ferred to the Combermere School Board whereas I served
for over ten years on the Harrison College Board. The
Minister is by experience a University Graduate, Ihave no
book or record bu t lThave commonsense; (tapping his head)
this is my University (Laughter.)

As far as I am concerned, I would prefer to see free
education in Secondary Schools, I mince no matters about
that, but to approach the matter from that angle would be
a tremendous thing, Sitting as a member of the Governing
Body of Harrison College I would say that the School is di=
vided into preparatory, lower and upper classes. I think
that the third form divides the lower and upper School, Re=
lative to the question of the preparatory schools, I may say
that human heings are not all alike and indeed children
are not all alike, When we come inhere, we are not a con-
gress of ambassadors fighting for our respective parishes,
but we are here as representatives of the people of Barba-
dos, Mr, Chairman, I represent the childrenofSt, Lucy as
you represent the children of St, Thomas, the Minister
represents the children of St, Lucy and we all represent the
children of Barbados. This system of education which you
have inherited, which was brought about or accepted by the
last Government, is a system which Ihavedamned, Lhave
never minced any bones about that; I have never contended
to be able to speak as an educationalist, but sitting on the
Harrison College Board I will say this; Ispoke as a parent
to Mr, Petter, The others would speak as University Grad-
uate and the like, but I spoke as a parent and I know the
difficulties and hardships of parents, I know the difficulties
with which people are faced in trying to get their children
into these schools at the age of ten years. Your system
of free secondaryeducation and not free education in Second~=
ary schools will be based on a mental test, Of your 4,000
children in these schools, with the abandonment of Prepara=
tory “‘A' and Preparatrory “B", at the end of twoyears
you will have more room to take children into the Grant~
Aided Secondary schools, 1 have not got the figures before
me, but when you have done that, your free secondary edu-
cation will move into free education into Secondary schools
in a process. However, are you, in the interim period,
prepared to offer the children these 460 odd places, and
are you, after taking them in the middle school, because
some in the upper schoolwill be leaving = making prepara=-
tion for the number of 10 plus children who will then be
ready to enter into the lower school in the absence of the
preparatory forms?

6.55 p.m,

As Ihave said, this is not my own idea of secondary edu~
cation, My own approach would have been to consolidate the
primary departments first in this country; but democracy
demands that you do it this way because you went to the
people and you told them this is the way you were going to
do it and you have got to do it this way. We believe in
democracy and we have to offer youthat support. As I said,
my own approach would have been to consolidate the pri-
mary or what is known as the elementary schools and see
that rather than give free secondary education only by way
of a screening test, educationwiththe threeR"*s be given to
every soul who sees the light in this country as soon as they
reach the age of going to school,

However, the question which Iwould like the Minister to
answer isthis,Ihave listened verycarefullyto your agree=-
ing to carry out the plan to build another secondary school

in the parish of St, George, but I should like to draw this to
the Minister's attention: even at the risk of incurring the
wrath of the hon, junior member for St. George, with that
1 do not agree, Our net work of transportation and the way
this country is laid out makes it easier for children to come
into the metropolitan area to a school rather than to get
cross=country buses to go to school, remembering that
all children, 10+, are not the children of parents with au=
tomobiles,

SUSPENSION OF SITTING
Mr. CIHHAIRMAN left the (hair and Mr. SPEAKER
took the (heir,

Mr. SPZAKER: The hour is now 7 o'clock p.m.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER NO. 5

Hon., W. A, CRAWF ORD: Before you suspend the Sitting
of the House, Mr, Speaker, I begtomove that Standing Or-
der No. 5 be suspended.

Mr, SPEAKER: I can explain to the House that the
purpose for which we normally suspend the Sitting, be-
cause our Rules say ‘7 o’clock’, cannot be effective this
evening until 7.30 p.m. due to certain circumstances be-
yond our control,

Hon, E. W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, Ibegto second the
motion for the Suspension of Standing Order No. 5.

I would just like to explain that there has been some
previous doubt as to whether the Rule under Standing Order
No, 5 could be suspended unless it was done at the beginning
of Government Business each day. I do not think you will be
called upon to exercise yourself in ths matter at this
stage, because as far asweareconcerned on this side, and
I think members on the other side will agree, the Rules
were made for the House by the House, and there are no
such provisions as entrenchment clauses. The experience
has been that when you entrench certain clauses the
organisation breaks up -anyhow; so our Rules have re~
mained very flexible and as Your Honour has adverted, the
purpose for which we normally suspend the Sitting cannot be
fulfilled in any sense of the term atleast until 7,30 p.m, In
other words, dinner is late; so I beg to second the motion.

Mr, MILLER: I do not agree with the latitude about the
flexibility of the Rules of the House. Do not tell me that you
throw any elastic in this and stretch it. The hon. member
could ask for special permission and we would agree be~
cause we want to get through this, butdo not tell us that you
can come at any meeting of the House and change the Rules
adlib. We were waiting ten years for this,

The question that Standing Order No. 5 be suspended
was put and resolved in the affirmative without |ivision.

HOWSE RESUMES COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, 1 beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the House re-
sume Committee of Supply.

Hon, A, DaC. EDWARDS: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmtive
without division, and Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and
the House resumed Committee of Supply, Mr. BATSON
in the Chair

Hon, W, A. CRAWFORD: Question!

Mr, MILLER: Before you put the quesnon, I just
wantedesesese

Mr. MOTTLEY: I was speaking. How do you mean
‘‘question’’? Iwas saying, Mr, Chairman, that the Minister
of Education has certainly given the public his views and
has acquainted them with all his Government intends to do;
but as my colleague, the hon, junior member for the City
has said, we want to have some more information, We take
it that nobody should suffer as a result of this transitional
period, but you will still have some suffering. I take it that
the Minister is acquainted with the fact that there is still
an examination to get out of Prep A into the main school,
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and there is an examination from Prep B to Prep A, Any-
way, be that as it may, there are 467 pupils who at the end
of two years when you have closed your preparatory de=~
partment would automatically go into the main school, I
want to know what arrangments are being madeto carry on
from what you call free secondaryeducationto free educa-
tion in secondary schools, I believe, as the Minister of
Trade has said, that that is your ultimate aim. You will give
free secondaryeducation, but your ultimate aim is free edu=
cation in secondary schools similar to what Iconsider free
secondary education, that is, from your primary school to
Junior High and then on to High School, like the usual
English and American system.

As I was saying before the motion for the Suspension,
I understood you to have said in the Press and on the air
that you have accepted the policy of the last Government of
erecting a school in the parish of St, George, and I said
that even at the risk of engendering the wrath of the hon,
member for St. George, due to our network of transporta-
tion and having within the municipality over 100,000 people
whose children must attend these schools, it is difficult
to understand your erecting a school in this parish be-
cause of this talk about people representing a constituency
and wanting a secondary school in their constituency, I is
not altogether in the interest of parents and in the interest
of the entire economy of the Island that you should have it
there, You should have a schoolwhereitis easily accessi=
ble to people.
7,05 p.m,

Now, Sir, as I was saying, what we are worried about
most of all is what will happen to the number of children
in our secondary schools now, I have listened to nearly
every broadcast which the Hon, Minister of Education made
and [ have read all of what he said in-the Press, I do agree
with my colleague that the time has come to do something
to weed out those private secondary schools which are not
taking any interest in education and to have some process
of elimination and control over those other schools; but
10 exert control youmust give monetary aid to the deserving
schools so as to train teachers or pay teachers in those
schools,

I am also worried about your free secondary education.
You are going to have an island=wide testof every child of
10+ for the entrance, You must takeitthat it is going to be
an island-wide test, because, as I seeit, the test will be set
for my son as well as your son, my cook's son, your cook's
son and the doctor's son. They all must take the entrance
examination so asto be ableto enter your secondary schools
and if your system is goingtobeone of a mental test, I am
somewhat worried, lam worried after ten years' experience
as a member of the Harrison College Board, because I
know that there is no living human being good enough to tell
at what age should a boy or girl have a mental test,

1 wonder if the Hon. Minister of Education would give
me some idea of what he proposes,

1 suppose he can, if not now, later on, tell me some=
thing abowt this, How many children do you expect to sit
the entrance examination? Right now, there are still
thousands of children who do not takethat entrance exami=
nation, It is a fact that there is that great desire for
education, but there are still thousands of children who do
not take the test, There are those children who have no
shoes, no suitable clothes, who do not take the test but
whose schoolmasters or schoolmistresses will tell you
that they are bright and they possess agreat deal of general
knowledge; therefore, if the test is made according to the
curriculum taught, it is a fact that many of those children
would do far berter than some who take the test now.

From my tenyears’ experience on the Harrison College
Board, Thave come to the conclusion, and I believe that you,
Mr. Chairman, will share my view as you are a school-
master, that it israther difficult, if itis at all pessible, for
a teacher to decide at what age a child will be at its best
for entering into a secondary school,

I have seen it, Mr, Chairman, and youhave had the ex-
. perience, that some children at eight plus can romp through
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the work set them and after they havegot into a secondary
school for a year or two, they can hardly pass out of the
preparatory forms to get into the main school. They were
only able to romp though with the work set them for entrance
because of the affluence of their parents to pay privately to
teach them so as to get them into the school, I have also |
seen some children take the examination test at the leading
Government=aided secondary schools in this country when
they were at the age of 10+ and 11+ and they failed to get
entrance because they were not competent enough, I have
seen some of those same childrentaken into my colleague's
school, that is the Modern High School, and some of them
have come out with such success that they were eventually
taken into the higher forms of Harrison College. In short,
when they sat the examination at 11+ for Harrison College
the examiners said of them that this is no material for
Harrison College or for Combermere or for the Alleyne
or for the Parry School; so these children went and sat
another examination which gave them entry into private
secondary schools., As I have said, I know pupils of the
Modern High School after they sat their G,C.E, examina=-
tions have got scholarships into Harrison College and one
or two of them have even done so well as to gain them=
selves exhibitions at the U,C.W.L That is why, speaking for
myself, if I had to start any system of education, I would
have started it from the bottom rung. However, you all have
got the mandate from the people and we say that we will
offer you our support, However, Imust confess, Mr, Chair=
man, that I am somewhat worried about this matter. It is
not free secondary education now, it is free education in
a secondary school, If it were free secondary education,
there should be a mental test,

Sir, Thave spokento anex-schoolmaster on an occasion
and he told me that he has had the privilege of teaching a
boy whom he thought was a dunce, and now, that boy is a
Professor at Cambridge University, I, Sir, have had the
privilege of a boy coming tome one morning in tears when
I was a member of the Governing Body of Harrison College
asking me todohim the favour of helping him to go back to
school at Harrison College. He told me that he has been
superannuated because the faculty said that he was no
material to sit the Barbados Scholarship and on account of
that he was absent from school for three days., With that
burning desire which I have always had for education I
thought I should make a plea for him, In passing, let me
say that now that I have very little education, I am
in bere; therefore if I had some, I do not know where I
would be, However, in my usual persuasive manner, I did
succeed in getting that boy back into school, The Barbados
Scholarship examination came up in six months and that
boy sat and became a Barbados Scholar and is now doing
medicine at a University abroad,
7.15 p.m.
This is not a criticism of what youare trying to do. I hope
the observations I am making will not betaken to heart and
that the Government will work on them, The hon, senior
member for St, George has tried to convince this Cormnmit~
tee that his Government started this thing in September, but
I am saying that nobody tried to put any hindrances in their
way, I am pointing out to the Minister the difficulties with
which he will be faced; for instance, there are over 10,000
children inPrivate SecondarySchools, some of which should
be shut down, and you have 41,000 in the Elementary
Schools, You can see, therefore, that your system of free
education for children would be for those who are around
10+, and at least half of them, and perhaps more, will take
the examination because it is free education. You have
41,000 children in the Elementary Schools and about 12,000
in the Private Secondary Schools.

Mr, Chairman, I am here to tell the Government that
all is not well; I am here to wish good luck to the Govern-
ment but at the same time I am not one of those
people who go about with their headsinthe air. If you have
12,000 children in the Private Secondary Schools who are
10+ and you have another 10,000 inthe Elementary Schools
who are 10+, then you have over 20,000 who are 10+, [ have
always condemned the last Government for this; whenl see
the Secondary ModernSchools I express the view that these
schools should be used for your Grammar Schools. You have
the material, you have the teachers and the schools are
there, What I say is my considered opinion, These Second=
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ary Modern Schools are the schools which can be success-
fully used as Grammar Schools, I want to say that your
experimental system of Secondary Modern Schools has not
been taken all over the United Kingdom; the experimental
system which was adopted lock, stock and barrel by the last
Government, is not taken all over the United Kingdom.

Hon., W, A, CRAWFORD: On a point of order, May 1
suggest to the hon, member that he willhave ample oppor=
tunity within the next few weeks to expatiate on the pro-
posals for the educational policy of the Government and that
he need not take up the time of the Committee tonight in
dealing with this minor Resolution and propounding educa=~
tional theories and setting the Governiment aright on its
educational policy? We should like to get through these other
Resclutions which are on the Order Paper tonight,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr, Chairman, there is nobody in this
House who could tell me to stoptalking, The Hon, Minister
knows that as soon as the Chairman tells me that the time
is up I will bring my speech to an end; but when something
is on my conscience I willhave to bring it out, I must draw
to the attention of the Government the difficulties which 1
see and Iwill suggest where youwillget my support, What I
want to say is this: you will have your 467 new places in
two years,

I will come to the last point now, I am wondering
whether the Minister will not reconsider the question of the
preparatory schools, The position is this: if youoffer peo-
ple free Secondary Education I am wondering whether you
will reconsider the question of having fee-paying prepara=
tory schools, School fees in Barbados atSecondary Schools
are frightfully cheap. (4SIDES)

Mr. CHAIRMAN knocked the gavel,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr, Chairman, the Labour Party
members are keeping a meeting over there, and when they
keep quiet I will go on. On the question of the preparatory
schools I am suggesting to the Minister thathe should give
forther consideration to the matter, because there are still
hundreds of people who are willing to payfees: in view of
the fact that they are getting from the First Form to the
Sixth Form free, they will pay the preparatory school fees,
There is no reason why, in any community, we should not
adhere to the injunction which is in Holy Writ, that those

- who are strong should bear, at least, some of the infirmi=-

ties of the weak, There are people who have children who
will get into the schools only by their brains; such people
have not got the money to pay the preparatory teachers to
teach those children and, onthe other hand, there are others
who can pay the preparatory schoolfees, Inthat case, there
is no reason why you should not take the money from those
who can pay these fees,

In passing, let me say this: I hope that the Minister
will look into the matter and see that if he has trained
teachers for the preparatory schools he will not put them
to work in the Public Library or inthe Government Service
and then tell us that he is in need of teachers, I hope that
the Government will not fall into the sameerror as the last
Government did. You send people from the schools for
training and after they have been trained you put them to
work in other departments and then you say that there is a
dearth of teachers,

Mr, Chairman, those are my views on this matter, 1
will express one thing and that isthatl do hope that in two
years'® time rather than follow up the St, George School, the
Government will establish another Secondary Schoolinor=
der to help what I consider another 4,000 children who will
take the test,

7.25 pom.

I enquired and discovered that less then half the 10+ took
the test, and then could not enter because they knew they
had to pay, Now youhave come along and said they have not
got to pay and youwill take the 10+4; so you will have to face
it, It is a tremendous task. Ido not envy you the burden be~
cause I think it is a most tremendous task which your Gov=
ernment has to carry, having made your promise to the
people, Taking the exam is going to be a tremendous task,

e ———— ]

and I want to warn youthat they are going to take it. One of
the Ministers used to run a school with 1,500 pupils, and I
will bet you that 1,000 of them will take the examination to
enter; some will get in but a tremendous lot will not get in,

Mr, Chairman, Ithink Ihave made my contribution, and
having made it I want to assure the Hon. Minister that we
offer him our support though we must make criticisms
where necessary, We appreciate all your going to the public
in every move on this matter and letting them know what is
happening in these circumstances,

The question that Head XX ~ Education (1) Heade
quarters - Stand part, was put and resolved in the

affirmative uithout division.

*  Head XXIII

called,

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, Ibegto move
that l‘-lead XXIII-Medical (3) Mental Hospital = stand part,

— Medical (3) Mental Hospital — was

Head XXIII - Sir, calls for $4,761 for the purposes set
out in the Addendum to the Resolution.

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

Head XXIlII — Medical (7) Matemity Hospital ~ was
called,

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, 1 begto move
that Head XXIII-Medical (7) Maternity Hospital = stand part,

Mr, HUSBANDS: On a point of order, Mr. Chairman, 1
understand that this House was suspended for half an hour.
The time has expired, Mr. MOTTLEY: The time has not
expired. I have a watch,) Your watchis not the official time
piece of this House and the Chairman will have to tell me
that the time has not expired. Iwas saying, Mr, Chairman,
on a point of order, that I understand that this House was
suspended on a motion until 7,30 o’clock.

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I should like to inform the hon, mem-
ber that Standing Order No, 5 was suspended, not for any
definite time.

Mr, HUSBANDS: The House has not been suspended for
any definite time?

Mr, CHAIRMAN: Will the Clerk read back the motion
on which this House was suspended?

Mr, CLERK: The Minutes read that the Hon, W. A.
Crawford moved seconded by Hon, E, W, Barrow that Stand-
ing Order No. 5 be now suspended,

Mr., HUSBANDS: Is that all? Indefinite suspension?

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Chairman, I am surelheard a mem-
ber on the opposite side say ‘until 7.30°.

Mr, CHAIRMAN: That was an aside.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr, Chairman, if thisStanding Order
has been suspended indefinitely, that means the House is
suspended indefinitely, When is the Committee going to re~
sume? Just on its own motion? I am not callous when it
comes to procedure in Parliament, Mr, Chairman, you can~-
not sit there and allow hon, members to make those asides.

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I was really listening to the hon.
junior member for St. Peter,

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr, Chairman, when you are listening
to the junior member for St, Peter, you must remember
that asides notonly reachmyearsbut the ears of strangers
in the House.

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Chairman, on a point of order, is
the hon, member drawing your attention to strangers in the
House?




58

Mr, HUSBANDS: It is obvious, Mr, Chairman, that if
this House has been suspended indefinitely, the House will
remain in Committee indefinitely unless another motion is
made, If I am to understand that a motion is going to be
madea.....(Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: It will be made in due
course,) I do not like the words *‘in due course’ because
that again is quite indefinite,

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: May I onapoint of order set
the mind of the hon, member at rest? The Rule was sus~
pended in order that the Minister could carry on after
7 o’clock because of the circumstances explained by the
Chair, These conditions still exist and there is no point in
suspending the Sitting yet, and as we have made no specific
hour for the suspension, we are going ahead until the posi-
tion is materially altered and then move the appropriate
motion for the suspension at that time.

Mr., HUSBANDS: The longer the Hon, Minister talks,
the more [ begin to be convinced how indefinite matters
still stand, He said just now it is not their fault, I was not
here when the motion was made, but, Sir, Iwill ask you to
be very careful in receiving such motions in future, Re-
member, Sir, when you are in that Chair you have no friends
on either side of the House,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, Head XXHI (7)
calls for $700 for fuel and light for the Maternity Hospital,
The Note is as follows:~

‘“The number of deliveries at the Maternity Hospital
has increased considerably during the past two years, with
the result that there has been a corresponding increase in
the consumption of electricity (for sterilisation, etc.) and
fuel at the Institution,”’

This amount, Mr, Chairman, will meet the payment of
these Items up to the 31st March, this year,

Hon. A. DaC, EDWARDS: I beg to second the motion,

The question that Head XXIII — Medical (7) Maternity

Hospital - stand part was put and resolvedin the

affirmative without division,

Head XXIV — Barbados Regiment — was called.

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Under Head XXIV - Barbados
Regiment the sum of $1,951 is required,

I beg to move that Head XXIV = Barbados Regiment =
stand part,

Hon A, DaC, EDWARDS: I beg to second that,

Mr, HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, Head XXIV = Item 30 -
Grant to Cadet Corps. Sir, I do not intend to oppose this
Head at all, but whenever the opportunity arisesI am going
to let the Committee know that these three privileged
schools, Harrison College, Lodge and Combermere, which
have Cadet Corps are enjoying something that isdenied the
other secondary grant-aided boys’ schools such as Boys’

Foundation, Alleyne School and Coleridge~-Parry,
7.30 pati,

I have on morethanoneoccasiondrawnto the attention
of the appropriate Minister = whom Ido not see in his place
but who undoubtedly will read this debate = that in the
northern and south-eastern partof the island there are tax-
payers whose taxes pay for the up-keep of these Cadet
Corps. Thesetaxpayers have children who go to some of the
Government grant-aided schools at which thereis no Cadet
Corps and they should not be denied something which
children of other people enjoy, The timehas come when the
Boys®' Foundation School, the Alleyne School and the
Coleridge-Parry School should have Cadet Corps or you
should stop all of them from having a Cadet Corps,

Sir, I am a citizen of the northand I am proud of that,
I want it to be made crystal clear that the Governing Body
of the Coleridge-Parry School has approached the Govern-
ment on this matter and we have had our proposals post=

poned. We are going to be rebellious some day. Today, the
army can be made a career to many of our youths who go
abroad. They can pick up at least a college education in the
army. Time is running out, I hope that my school = the
Coleridge-Parry = which I have listed last along with the
Boys' Foundation and the Alleyne will also be allowed to get
the bencfits froma Cadet Corps. There are many benefits
which you canget from it, I believe the Deputy Premier was
a Cadet, and he is one of the hon. members in here, not to
mention the others, who has received some benefit from
being a member of a Cadet Corps. Whatever advantages
there are, and there are many, that can accrue to a school
by having a Cadet Corps, I wishthat such advantage should
also be given to the schools which I have mentioned, The
Hon. Minister of Educationhas now resumed hisplace and I
wish to tell him that those Government-aided Secondary
Schools for boys in the south, the north and north-east
should not be any longer denied the privilege of having a
Cadet Corps.

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, we have no
Cadet Corps yet in the north and already we are threatened
with rebellion, If they had any military training, it would be
worse than a rebellion,

Mr, HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, I riseon a pointof or=
der. The sort of waining you get also brings out that good
in you and when you are denied that training, you can be
very rebellious,

Hon W, A, CRAWFORD: Is the hon. member implying
that boys from the north do notgoto Harrison College and
the Lodge School and join the Cadet Corps of those Schools?
In those two schools there are boys from all over the island;
therefore, it does not necessarily follow that because there
is no Cadet Corps at the Coleridge=-ParrySchool, there are
no boys of the north who are not in the Cadet Corps., Ac=
cording to the hon, member’s argument, none of the boys
who live in Christ Church are in the Cadet Corps because
there is no Cadet Corps in that parish. Surely, there are
many boys who live in Christ Church who go to school at
Harrison College or the Lodge School and are in the Cadet
Corps of the respective Schools, However, Sir, it is not my
duty to dictate the educational policy of this country but I
do want to impress upon the hon, member that boys of all
the parishes of the island are in the Cadet Corps of the
three schools which have them.

Mr, MOTTLEY: I do not want to be facetious in my
reply to the hon, junior member for St, Peter. As a matter
of fact, I will join him to a greater extent than he may ex-
pect in the remarks which he has made, He is singing no
solo in saying that a Cadet Corps should be established at
the Coleridge-Parry, the Boys' Foundation, the Lodge
School, Combermere and wherever it is at present, I go
further and say, that along withthose schools, how with the
Modern High School? Why can’t a Corps be established at
that school too? How with the establishment of one at the
Arlington School and another at the Federal High School?
As the hon, junior member for St, Peter has said, the
parents of those children who go to those schools are tax-
payers too, If the parents of those children are taxpayers
and as such are contributing to the upkeep of Cadet Corps
at Harrison College, Combermere and the Lodge School,
surely, I agree that there should be established at the Mo-
dern High School, the Arlington and the Federal High School
such a Corps. Sir, I am not making any sport. I am serious
about this, Let me tell the Hon, Minister that the Modern
High School has applied already for such a Corps and they
have been told “no*’,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, I rise on a
point of order. All that I am asking the hon. member is
whether he means that the Government must establish these
Corps at the private secondary schools?

Mr. MOTTLEY: Why not? What 1 am saying is that
you should assist those schools which want them, I know
that there are several headmasters who do not like Cadet
Corps at their schools. As I have said, the Modern High
School has applied for assistance in the establishment of
a Cadet Corps. The parents of those children pay to have
these
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these Corps established, I am serious, Are you going to
argue that the parents of children at the Modern High
School, at the Arlington High School, the Federal High
Sciwol and. the Commumnity High School do not contribute
to the running of the Cadet Corpsat those three privileged
schools?

Sir, as you walk along the road now, you hear people
saying, ‘‘we Government**, You have to say ‘‘wechildren”
wo. | have no doubt that the Hon. Minister of Education
would come to the conclusion and say that you should as-
sist those schools which desire to have a Cadet Corps.

Sir, the desire for education is suchthat the only rea-
son why children go into private secondary schools is be-
cause the Govermment does not provide enough places for
therm. There is no subsidisation by Government of private
secoudary schools, and it is a fact that some of the children
whom these private secondary schools turn out are better
equipped than some who havegone to the Government-aided
schools, Do you not think that parents will prefer to send
their children at a grant=aided secondary school at which
they will only pay, sometimes as low as $8,00 a term,
rather than to send them at a private secondary school?

Sir, I agree with the hon. junior member for St, Peter.
If after an application is made for the establishment of a
Cadet Corps at either of these private secondary schools
you are satisfied that you can get a proper Cadet Corps
organised there, you should give them assistance.

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I would just like
to say this. When I was in the Opposition, I believe on
possibly two occasions that I myself have raised the ques~-
tion of a Cadet Corps for the Coleridge~Parry School and
in theory, I am still in favour of it.

7.45 p.mn,

1 would not mislead this Committee by pronouncing either
for or against thar ar the moment. There is one aspect of
the matter about which I would like to speak, If having or
not having a Cadet Corps characterises a schoolas a First
Grade or a Second Grade School withintheSecondary sys-
temn, I think myself that we have got to revaluate our atti-
tude towards these schools. There may be reasons, finan-
cial or administrative, why some of these schools do not
have a Cadet Corps, but one such reasonthere cannot be is
that only First Grade Schools must have Cadet Corps. At
the same time there is aSecondary Schoolwhich has a Ca-
det Corps and it may well be that Combermere was allowed
to have one because of its nearness to the Regiment or the
Armoury at the Garrison at the time, I would like to get
further information from the Governing Bodies of the va-
rious schools as to their desires. It is only upon their
desires that some consideration should be given,

With respect to the PrivateSecondary Schools, I should
imagine that there should be help of a2 more important
order which the private Secondary Schools would desire
before the question of a Cadet Corps, and I should not ima=
gine that they would press for that as immediately as they
would press for something of more importance.

Mr, HUSBANDS: Mr, Chairman, if the Minister does
any research he will discover from the records of his Min-
istry that the ground has been cleared already with respect
to getting a Cadet Corps for the Coleridge-Parry School,
Things have gone so far that we have contacted the Regi-
ment and something has been done in that direction, The
Governing Body of the School has forwarded a Resolution,
the Army has been contacted, lhavehad a talk with Major
Rose and the Ajutant and figures have been given from the
Army to the Education Department, If the Hon. Minister
would make some investigation, he would discover that more
than just airy talk has been done. 1 hope that the Minister
will find enough that will give him the desire to assist at
Jeast the Coleridge-Parry School in the establishmentofa
Cadet Corps.,

The question that Head XXV stand part of the
Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,

e e e

HEAD XXXII — HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORT
Head XXX - Highways and Transport — was called.

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: 1beg to move, Mr, Chairman,
that Head XXXII stand part of the Schedule.

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that,

The question that Head XXXII stand part of the
Schedule was put and resolved in the affirmtive uithout
division.

HEAD XXXIX = STATISTICAL SERVICE
Head XXXIX — Statistical Service — was callal,

Hon, W. A CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, I beg to move
that Head XXXiX stand part of the Schedule,

Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

The question that Head XXXIX stand part of the
Schedule was putand resolved in the affirmtive without
division,

Hon. W.'A. CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, I now beg to
move that a Resolution for the sum of $144,853 do now pass.

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

The question that this Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

On the motion of Hon, W, A. CRAWFORD, seconded
G, 6. FERGUSSON, the CHAIRMAN re«

passing of one Resolution in Committee,

by Hon,
ported the

Mr, SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported ace
cordingly.

On motions of Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD, seconded by
Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON in each case, the Resolution
passed in Committee was read a first and second time
and agreed to.

THE ORDER PAPER

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, in fixing the Or~
der Paper, Commitee of Supply will be the first Order of
the Day and the other Orders will remain as they are.

Mr. SPEAKER: Under the Head ‘‘Private Members'
Business'® does any hon. member want to make any change?

Mr, WEEKES: Mr, Speaker, Iam asking that Order No,
11 standing in my name be made Order No. 2 for the next
meeting,
7.55 p.mi.

Mr, MILLER: Mr, Speaker, if the Hon. Leader of the
House would give way, I want to make a very serious re-
quest before he makes his motion for the Adjournment until
next Tuesday. I do not know if 1 am asking too much, but 1
would like him certainly to indicate to the House = and I
wish he could make it as early as next Tuesday = whether
the House will have a full dress debate on the Hospital Re~
port,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Do not give any such undertaking; that
is bluff,

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, I am in trouble and with
unswerving respect to the Chair I ammaking 2 simple re-
quest and I want it to be heard. I am requesting, Sir, that
the Government be kind enough to initiate a debate on the
Hospital Report as soon as possible.

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of order, I would like to
know why the hon. member is now asking us to initiate a
debate on the Hospital Report, and he came here and told us.,
that it was the hon, member's privawe Report, You are
making fun, man. We will do that when we are ready; you
are not forcing us into anything,

Mr, MILLER: Us?




Mr, MOTTLEY: Yes, ‘‘us"’,

Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD:; Mr, Speaker, I must say that
1 am slightly astounded by the request of the hon, junior
member for St, George for a debate on the Hospital Report.
As a matter of fact, left to him, this Report would never
have been made public or never have seen the light of day
so far as the public is concerned, and therefore there could
have been no public debate, Since we occipy the seat of
Government, Sir, and he was so anxious tohave it remain a
secret documem available only to himself and his Minis-
terial colleagues, for what undisclosed reason can he now
demand as a matter of some urgency after we have publish~
ed the Report that there be some public debate on it?
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Anyhow, Sir, all the hon, member needs to do is to
bring in a Resolution undeér Private Members' Business
and at the appropriate time discuss the Report. That is the
step he can take.

I beg to move that this House do now adjourn umil
Tuesday next, 30th January, 1962, at 12 noon.

Hon. A. DaC, EDWARDS: I beg to second that.

The question that this House do now adjourn until
Tuesday, 30th January at 12 noon, was put and resolved
in the affimative without division, and Mr. SPEAKER
adjourned the H ouse accordingly.
8,00 p,m.
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