By

P

THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION 1962

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
T hursday, 5th July, 1962,

Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 2,30 p.m. o'clock today.

PRESENT

His Honour FE, I, CARVICHAEL, I.P,, (Deputy
Speaker); Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD, (Minister of Develop-
ment, Trade, Industry and Labour); Mr, 1., F.. S\MITH, J.Py;
Hone C. F. TALMA, (Minister of Agriculture, [ands and
Fisheries); Hon. J. C, TUDOR, M,A., (Minister of Edu-
cation); Mre J, W, CORBIN; Mr. S, F, SEALEY; Hon, G. G.
FERGUSSON, (Minister of Communications, Works, Hous-
ing and Tourism); Mre L, A, LYNCH, J.Pg Mr. G, V.
BATSON, (Chairman of Committees); Mr. J, B. YEARWOOD
and Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS, (Minister of Social Services);

Prayers were read,

MINUTES

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that the Minutes of the last meeting are not yet
ready,

PAPERS LAID

Hon, W, A. CRAWFORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, on
behalf of the Hon, Premier and Minister of Finance, I
am commanded to lay the following:-

Statement of sums of money paid over to the Account=-
ant General by the Commissioner of Police during the
quarter ended 31st March, 1962,

The Pensions (Amendment) (No, 2) Regulations, 1962,
GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, on be=
half of the Hon, Premier and Minister of Finance, 1 beg to
give notice of the following:=~

Resolution to approve the Regulations entitled ‘‘The
Pensions (Amendment) (No, 2) Regulations, 1962'*, made
by the Governor~-in=Executive Committee on the 22nd day
of June, 1962, under the provisions of subsection (2) of
section three of the Pensions Act, 1947 (1947-20),

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Ibeg to
give notice of the following:~-

Resolution to approve the compulsory acquisition by
the Governor-in-Executive Committee of the lands des-
cribed in the Schedule hereto for public purposes, namely
for Highway Improvement,

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I beg
to move that Standing Orders Nos., 5, 14, 16 and 18 be
suspended for the remainder of today’s Sitting,

Hon, C. E, TALMA: I beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affirnative
without division,

QUESTION TIME

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD; Mr, Deputy Speaker, I beg
to move that Question Time be now taken,

Hon, C, E, TALMA; I beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Reply to Question No,
33/1962 asked by the hon, senior member for St, Michael
on 10th April, 1962, is ready,

Mr, SEALEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Question
reads as follows:=

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:

Is Government aware that tenants at Jones Land, Black
Rock, have been served by the owners with notices to quit
the said tenantry?

2, Will Government take steps to alleviate the distress of
the said tenants, either:

(a) by entering into negotiations for the purchase of the
said tenantry, or

(b) by providing some alternative site for their houses.

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: Mr, Deputy Speaker, the
Reply is as follows:

‘“‘Government is aware that tenants at Jones Land,
Black Rock, have been served by the owners with quit no=-
tices,

2. The Housing Airthority considered the possibility of
purchasing this tenantry but decided that it would have been
uneconomical to do so at the price at which the land was
sold,

3. Twenty=-three (23) tenants have approached the Housing
Authority with a view to resiting their houses, Groundsels
and lavatory facilities will be completed shortly for 17 of
these houses in the Black Rock area, The remaining seven
(7) houses will be resited in another area to be developed
by the Authority at Grazettes, This area has just been
purchased by the Authority,”
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Mr., SEALEY: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I would like to
thank the Hon, Minister for the manner in which he has
approached this matter to help the people in Jones Land and
to relieve the sufferings of the poor and underprivileged in
this Island,

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

ton, W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, L1eg 1o
r-ove that Government Business be now taken,

tion, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the oifirnative
1 ewd division,

I
ety ¢ Tie

IESOLUTION TO APPROVE DEVELOPMENT
PLAN, 1962=65,
1ir, LEPUTY SPEAKER; Tinder CGove e "t Ousiness,
r. irst Order of the D:sy is to resure debate on the
ro-olition to approve the Development Plan, 1962-65,

When the House adjourned, the hon, junior member for
the City was about to speak,

Mr, LYNCH: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I have a few obser=
vations to make in reply to the statements of the Hon,
Minister of Education, The first thing that would strike one
about the plan put forward for education for the next three
years is the fact that the fate of some 12,000 children who
attend the independent schools in this Island has been dis=
missed in three lines, This, Mr, Deputy Speaker, was ad-
mirably terse, but hardly living up to the terms which were
held out to the pupils of these schools and their parents
during the election campaign., It was felt, Mr, Deputy
Speaker, at that time when the D.L,P, Government got into
power that there might well be some rescue for those who
were struggling in financial waters through trying to ad=
minister the independent schools of this Island,

But what are we told? We are told that ‘you can battle
around for a few years while we make our minds up as to
what we intend to do for you'. That is not good enough for
so large a segment of the population, As is well known to
you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, there are some 4,000 children
who attend what .are designated as Government-aided
schools of this Island and, on the other hand, there are
some 12,000 children whose fate it is that their education
will have to be received from the independent schools in
this Island,

We note with dismay, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that even
hotel training schools have been honoured by aconsidera=
tion which took up some six lines of the Plan while the fate
of the 12,000 children who attend the independent second-
ary schools of this Island has beendismissed with a three=
line statement,

Now, Sir, we who try to run schools of this type feel
that it is high time that these little sops to Cerberus cease
to be offered us, We feel that we should not be put off by
platitudinous statements, a projection of the statements
which were employed by the last Government who did not
fail to heap scorn upon the segments of those who run
these private schools and the parents of those children
whose fate it was to be educated in this type of school

But what has been the result? Of four heads of these
schools who sought membership of this House, three now
occupy seats in this Chamber, and their election has
proved that the parents were sensitive to the appeal which
was being made and they supported the three of us who are
here, Indeed, had a certain report been circulated, there
is no doubt that all four would now be in this Chamber. You,
Mr, Deputy Speaker, will be well aware of what I speak,

We know, Sir, that in the Plan for the extension of the
Grammar schools, some 1,500 new places are being pro-
vided, That is admirable, Six hundred are to be housed in
new buildings and nine hundred in certain class room ex~
tensions, What may be a shock to certain members of the
public is for them to know that 1,500 places would not

accommodate the children of one independent secondary
school which I can think of at the moment, We have been
promised some litttle sops such as books, laboratory
equipment and teacher training, Well, we have always got
books, Anybody can get books inthis colony, The getting of
books is really no concession because there is no duty on
school books. In so far as laboratory equipment is con=
cerned, we have been promised that this equipment would
come in free since the last six years, This is one of the
pious promises which were made to us in the last six
vearsandwhichwere neverimplementedandwe are hoping
that the implementation of this promise would be soon and
very soon. As a matter of fact, there are not ver: meaiy”
cf these schools which are teaching science, I <aow ¢f
three: so there would be no great loss if certain » e
of laberatery eguipment were allowed in free. » ¢ nu:
beer suttering for many yearsand wedcfeel tha. .t~ bip
time v tere should be sone redress,

As regards weacher truining, we welcorg s s
tion, We are very grateful, although we woull .7 mu
that it would be just the creationof a vicious spiral wten we
train our teachers and we have no money to pay then: and
they go off to staff Secondary Modern schools and other
Government-aided schools. X you train a man, he becomes
more valuable and you cannot pay him more because your
revenue is limited, The fees paid you by parents of pupils
in schools of this type cannot measure up to what you pay to
staff, You pever get in all of these fees for the simple
reason that the net income per capita of each parent is
$450 and it would cost50%of thatto keep a child at school.
We, therefore, who run these schools must be only too well
aware that there are times when the parents cannot afford
to pay the fees but we cannottell our teachers that ‘we have
not got in all our fees; therefore, we cannot pay you,’ The
only reason for the survival of some of these schools is
the courtesy of the commercial banks, We exist by cour=
tesy of the short term loan, Mr, Deputy Speaker, I do not
know if you are aware of that, you being in a more dis=
tinguished profession: but it is a very precarious type of
living which might cease at any moment,

Sir, we have been promised thar examination fees
would be returned to those pupils who acz successful in
public examinations, We are grateful for tha:, Of course,
the Heads of Schools will get nothing back; it is the parents
of the children who will receive the fees that are paid back.
What we are asking for calmly and dispassionately is some
concrete plan whereby we may be able to continue the pre=
carious existence which we have been enjoying, if I use
that word. That this type of schoolis sorely needed in this
community was seen on Friday of last week when Entrance
Examinations were held at two of them and over 1,000 appli-
cants were there for school places. Now, these places are
not free; they have to be paid for; yet so great is the
thirst for education locally that although a fee was imposed,
over 1,000 children applied to enter these schools and the
problem is one which is notlikely to become less and less,
but more and more when we consider the population ex=
plosion from which Barbados is suffering and the fact that
the Family Planning Scheme has not received the support
which it had looked for.

2,55 p,m,

I am no advocate of Family Planning; but if the num-
bers are not being cut down, inevitably they will arrive at
school age and there must be schools for them to attend,
The Government must be really serious in its approach
to this problem for all of the educative children in the
community, If the keeping of an independent school was a
Iucrative affair, why then would it be necessary for the
past Government to allocate money up to $120,000 a year
for the running of one schooland $90,000 for the running of
another school? Clearly if one has to employ worthwhile
staff, it could not be a lucrative undertaking, and there are
some of these schools which could not be accused of not
trying to get the best local staff available, despite the cost,
On the other hand, Mr, Deputy Speaker, there are some of
these schools which are being carried on in inaisonette
drawing rooms while the proprietor of the house sees after
her domestic chores in the background of the se places which
dignify themselves under the names of private secondary
schools and do the rest of us a great deal of harm, How=~

e Sl



ever, that is a matter for the Government, Standards must
be established and these so-called schools must adhere to
these standards, I myself run one of these schools, and if
the standards are placed above my reach, then I think my
school should be closed; but if the Government wants to
solve this problem in the same way as the last Government
wanted to solve it, by pretending thatthe problem does not
exist, that does not solve the problem,

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: On a point of order, I am sorry
to interrupt the hon, member, but Ithink he is in a position
to know that that is not true,

Mr, LYNCH: I am not saying that, Iam thinking of the
affair which put the last Government where itis now, As to
the private schools this programme says this:= ‘“The Gov=
ernment has under consideration measures for co=ordina=
ting the work of the Private Secondary Schools to fit in with
the over-all educational policy of the Government”, In
America, that is what we call double talk, I have no in=
tention whatsoever of pressurising the Hon, Minister, but
these are things which must be said and it is time to say
them, Graceful metaphors cannot be substituted for mon=
ey, neither can choice syntax be substituted for scientific
equipment for a well-run school, It is true that in the
educational farm as envisaged by the hon, member, some
pigs are less equal to other pigs, but we are hoping that
all the pigs will be considered equal.(4SIDES) I am re=-
ferring to a book called **AnimalF arm’ by George Orwell,

Some of these schools can point to achievements gained
at the cost of many hours of sweat and toil, achievements
of which any school, whether it is Government maintained
or otherwise, may well be proud, Atthe risk of being con=
sidered immodest, I must point out ~Mr, Deputy Speaker,
the only schoolof which Ican speak is the one I know best =
that at the Modern High School in one year 14 candidates
entered for Advanced Level in Chemistry and 13 were
successful; that is an achievement which was not duplicated
throughout the island either at Harrison College, Lodge
School or any other school. Surely, a school which cap
produce results of that kind deserves better treatment at
the hands of a forward looking Government, Fromthe same
school I can think of hundreds of people now who are in
Hospitals in England, 1 receive letters of commendation
very frequently about these girls, There are manyof them
at Universities in various Commonwealth countries, from
those who suffer from the snows of Manitoba to those who
swelter in the hot Indian hill Stations, Last year we re=-
ceived both Government of India Scholarships and this
year we received one of the two, Therefore, Mr, Deputy
Speaker, these things cannot be by chance, We have pupils
at the West Indies University; only yesterday a scholarship
winner told me that he had just passed his Bachelor of
Arts Degree, His name is Ronald Knight, If I may call
another name, it is that of Esther Archer who has passed
her Bachelor of Medicine Degree; this girlhad never been
in any laboratory other than that at the Modern High School,
I say these things at the risk of being considered immodest,
but I must point out to hon, members the type of work
which can be done in an independent school with some im=~
agination and some dedication,

Some of these children tried to get into the Government
Schools and were not successful, They were those who were
thrown out of the Government Schocls either because the
forms were occupied or they were not considered conso=
nant with the ages of these children, Those are things which
merit some consideration, I am not making any defence of
the private schools and I think that some of them should
be closed myself, They are run because some proprietors
have the ape-like fashion, but, onthe other hand, there are
those children who pass examinations which must be
placed to the credit of the school, There is a feeling that if
people are in a room and some are dull and others are
clever, the ignorance is spread by association, Thatis not
the type of school to which I am referring; I am trying to
make the point that these schools do desire closer con=
sideration and better treatment at the hands of the Govern-
ment, Someone may ask what is the formula by which aid
could be given to these schools, Itis not necessary for the

Government to hide behind considerations like these be-
cause there are colonies and countries where this type of
school exists and where they receive aid from a grateful
Government, 1 will mention one example of each,

3.05 pam.

In Ireland, all the independent schools are voluntary
schools and receive aid from the State, All that the State
demands is that the curricula requirements of this type of
school be vetted by the Government before they are con=
sidered eligible for aid. In nearby British Guiana this type
of school has had to be pressed into service, and there
Government solves the problem by paying 70% of the
salaries of the teachers who teach in these schools.

Again I must register my gratitude to the Hon, Minister
for offering to train our teachers, but whenthey have once
been trained and we receive no financial aid, they are no
longer our teachers; they become the catchment area for
the Minister himself from which he willdraw them to staff
his Secondary Modern Schools and perhaps his Grammar
Schools. Now as to Secondary Modern Education which is
supposed to be the solution to our local education prob=
lems, perhaps I can do no better than to quote from Sir
David Eccles, I am well aware that the magazine becomes
the property of the House, and I am only too happy to hand
it to anyone who would like to read it, Sir David Eccles,
on 2nd March, spoke of the danger of giving secondary mod-
ern school pupils who were envisaging further education the
kind of education which really looks forward to a type of
higher education which they can never have, He added that
you have got to provide advanced courses of a more vo-
cational nature, That, Sir, is a pronouncement by the Minis=
ter of Education in Great Britain, Sir David Eccles, He said,
I repeat, that there is great danger of giving secondary
modern school pupils the kind of education which really
looks forward to a type of higher education which they can
never have, In other words, he does not advocate that the
type of people who fail the 11+ examination and are forced
into the secondary modern schools in Great Britain should
be forced to sit two or three subjects of a literary nature
in the G,C.E.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will quote again on the same
thing. This is the National Association of Schoolmasters
in a memorandum to the Central Advisory Council which
says ‘‘about half the children at secondary modern
schools®® = this is in England =~ ‘“‘are of average or less
than average ability and not enough attention is being given
to their educational needs®’, The National Association of
Schoolmasters argue that ‘‘as many of these childrenhave
not the ability to pass an external examination, the work
that is set should not be geared up to, or influenced by,
examination requirements, It is much better that children
should be allowed to gain knowledge at their own rate and
from their own interests.’ The type of competition which I
envisage will be between this new secondary modern school,
the entrants from which are those who are nearing gradua-
tion and will be forced on to the G.C.E. battlefield where
their results must inevitably compare with those of the
better Grammar schools. I wonder if the Minister has
given thought to the consideration that it may not be in the
very best interest of these schools to have this forced
speed, this window-dressing for this present child at
this age, An unnatural fragmentation in subjects which
must create an unhealthy emphasis on examination sub=
jects at the expense of general subjects must do the student
considerable harm, especially when it is considered thatin
the main they are the wgly ducklings of local education,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, quite calmly and dispassionately, I
repeat, I will counsel the Hon, Minister of Education that
bokd and resolute planning be attempted, No longer are in=-
dependent schools inclined to be fogged off by pious prom=
ises of future aid; no longer will they accept the crumbs
that fall from the educational table of the Government=
maintained schools, because it must be remembered that
the paremts of children who attend these schools are also
taxpayers, and they reasonably expect to have a better
deal from the Government which they have placed in power,
This community needs a thoughtful re-appraisal of the whole
educational policy if we are to take our place at the head
of the incipient Federation,

—
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Mr, COWARD: Mr, Ceputy Speaker, I am indeed very
happy to learn of the grosvsed Development Plan of this
Island, I have begun reading .le proposals, but in as much
as it would take a little timeto read and digest, I am quite
satisfied with what I have read, From the attached graph it
is quite indicative thar our population is increasing with
such amazing rapidity as to cause verygrave concern, and
in order to retain a reasonable standard of living, the Gov-
ernment has got to find ways and means to cope with the
situation,

From the Development Plan which has been submirted
here, I can quite see that the Government has done every-
thing in its power to explore the avenues in that direction,
Now, Sir, I have seen in this Plan quite a tidy sum to be
spent on education, and I would like the Hon, Minister to
go very carefully into the educational set upof this Island,
The Government has introduced free secondary education
in the Government-aided schools, and I am strongly
appealing to the Hon, Minister that some active considera=
tion should be given to these private secondary schools
which are approved by the Ministry of Education,

Mr. Deputy Speaker, as far as can be ascertained, 1
think the Government has given careful consideration to
the things mostoutstanding, It must be considered, Sir, that
the Hot Meals Scheme and the upkeep of the Government=
aided secondary schools will be borne in mind by the
general public, and it is quite unfair that parents and
guardians who have their children attending the private
secondary schools and have to pay schoolfees must still in
truth and in fact contribute to the upkeep of the Govern-
ment=aided schools and so assist the children at these,
3,15 p.m,

You will agree with me, Mr, Deputy Speaker, that the
children who attend these private secondary schools are
some of the poorest children in this Island,

Now, Sir, I have absolutely nothing against the private
secondary schools but I am also glad that the Government
has seen fit to pay more attentionto the building of second~-
ary modern schools and also the expansion of existing ones,
However, I would like that the Government come to a set=
tled conclusion and let the parents of these children who are
now attending the secondary modern schools know if in
truth and in fact the children are receiving a secondary
education or if they are receiving anelementaryeducation,
I would also like to know if and when these children who
attend the secondary modern schools, at their termination
in these schools will be qualified enough to work in the Civil
Service, It is not that I feelthat the only education a child
should have is to work in the CivilService but I feel that a
child should be given a chance of achieving its aspirations.

Now, Sir, I was jquite pleased to hear the Hon, Minis~
ter of Education saying what would be done in the near fu-
ture as regards the improvements which will be made at
these schools, On one occasion, I heard him reading from
some magazine of some speech which was made by Presi-
dent Kennedy relative to children attending schools that
they should have a whole day in school. I would like to re~
mind the Hon, Minister of Education that in the parish of
St, Joseph we still have children there who are attending
schools only on half days and I would appeal to the Hon,
Minister, if it is possible, to let his first consideration be
given to these poor children at the St, Elizabeth’s Village
Schools who can only attend school for half of the day owing
to the unsuitability of the buildings, Ithink the Hon, Minis~
ter would agree with me that it is creating a lot of hard~
ship on the children, the parents and the school teachers
alike and I am asking him in all fairness to these children
as soon as possible to try his best to relieve them.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I also see that it is the intention
of this Government to develop the water resources of this
Island, I am very glad to see that that is expressed in the
Plan because, as I have said already, with the increased
number in population it would also mean a rapid increase
in the use of water, Further to that, with the construction
of the East Coast Road,in my opinion, that project would
call for the use of a lot of water by way of buildings which
will soon be going up after that road had been completed,

I was very proud to hear, Sir, from the Hon, Minister
that the East Coast Road will soon be started, 1 hope that it
will be soon commenced, 1 would still remind the Govern~
ment that 1 would like to see in future that water is made
available by turning it into the homes of the residents of the
Island of Barbados on an annual pay later plan basis be-
cause I do feel thatit willnot be possible for some of these
people to be able to turn it in if you do not make it avail=-
able to them by allowing them to pay on a pay later plan
basis,

Now, Mr, Deputy Speaker, Icome to the question of the
construction of the East Coast Road whichlfeel is one pro-
ject which is long overdue. It was away back in 1951 when
I contested a seat in the parish of St, Joseph that I pointed
out to the residents of Bathsheba then the profits which
would be derived from the construction of the East Coast
Road and that it would relieve unemployment, Not only
would the people in that area benefit by having to take
their canes from St, Joseph to St, Andrew, but there are
quite a number of people in that area who are desirous of
becoming domestic servants and who cannot find it possible
to get work in Christ Church or St, Michael, I felt sure
then that when that road is constructed and the people come
here from the various Islands, some of our people would be
fortunate to obtain work. I said that I know it would be a
help to the unemployment situation because I remember
in 1937 when I spent a little time at Bathsheba, you found
people who were not working coming to the bay house and
offering to give voluntary service to us just because they
had no work and wanted something to do, Sir, after I pointed
out that to the people, this is what was said by somebody.
I would not call his name at this stage. They said that the
use of that road was only a luxury, It was pointed out by
some dishonest politicans = and I would not call their
names at this stage = that Coward was only trying to get
money for the rich plantation owners. They also said that
the road would serve no useful purpose for the poor people
and that it would only help rich people, I am very glad that
this new Government has seen fit to have that road con=
structed,

3.25 p.m.

My only hope and desire will be to see that that dis=
honest politician is yet alive when that road is constructed
in order to see the help it will provide for the poor people
of this island,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, I may say this; if as that politi=
cian said, it would be a luxury, lhappen to know that in all
luxuries there is some help or profit given to the poor peo~
ple of this island, Evenif a man buys a motor car, which is
a luxury, even if he drives it himself, he still has to pay
somebody to wash it off, What do you think then of the East
Coast Road? That will provide work for workmen in the
construction of houses and other workers too, and there=~
fore I am very glad to seethat the Government has seen fit
to start on this road,

I am very glad to see that the activities o. the Housing
Authority will be extended, Iwant to remind the Government
that, in the extension of this Housing Programime, it is not
only for the benefit of the parish of St, Michae! and & few
other parishes, 1 am disturbed to see thatof all the: ameni=~
ties provided during the past year, very little was done to
help the parish of St, Joseph, 1 promised to bring these
things to the notice of the Government and I will do that so
that justice may be done to the people of St, Joseph.

When we come to matters under the charge of the Min-
ister of Social Services, I would like to appeal to him most
strongly to see that in the parish of St, Joseph we do need
some kind of playing field for our people. There are playing
fields and housing schemes in other parishes and I should
like to remind the Hon, Minister that the people of St, Jo~
seph are also people in Barbados; therefore whatever
amenities are distributed among the people of Barbados 1
feel that the people of St. Joseph should receive some of
them, I am appealing to the Government to consider the
people of St, Joseph where housing and playing fields are
concerned as well as where other amenities are concerned
so that the people of St, Joseph may enjoy some of them,
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Mr. Deputy Speaker, before I sit down I would like to
make my humble appeal to the Minister of Agriculture,
Lands and Fisheries, thatwhenthere is any complaint made
through lack of co=operation affecting the poor people of
St, Joseph = I refer to the fishermen = it will be dealt
with, I hope that when the Minister has promised in any
way to take up matters, he will do so, It was on the 29th
March, this year, when I came in here with a Resolution
after we had some very rough seas at Bathsheba and no
consideration was given to the fishermen, Iappealedto the
Minister who promised me that he would have an investi=-
gation made and he would include myself and some fisher=
men on the delegation which would carry out that investi=
gation, Since then, I have telephoned the Minister, I have
given him the names of some of tw fislermen and up to
this time I have heard nothing from the Minister, I am
appealing to him that when these things happen he should
give some consideration to the people of iny parish,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: On a point of ¢rder, The hon,
member will remember that at a subsequent meeting of
the House 1 explained the number of boats which were
damaged and the assistance which was given immmediately,
There was only one boat which was badly damaged and
which was not fully repaired. Four boats were badly dam=
aged, three were repaired within a week and the other one
was so badly damaged that the questionof insurance is be=
ing gone into, To say that the fishermen of Bathsheba have
not received any assistance and to make it appear that the
fishermen are not being considered, is misstating the case,
The Committee, to which the hon, member has made re-
ference, has been appointed; and that Committee is dealing
with the censure of Fishery Officers with whom the fisher~
men seem to have some grievance. The hon, member is
trying to satisfy his constituents and he is trying to remedy
an old grievance whichexisted long before Icame back here
as Minister, It is now a question of trying to censure the
Fishery Officers with whom the fishermen seem to have
some grievance,

Mr, COWARD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, inreplying tOeeeees
Mro DEPUTY SPEAKER knecked the gavel,

Mr, COWARD: The Hon., Minister rose on a point of
order, (ASIDES),

Mr. DEPUT Y SPEAKER: The hon, member has leave to
speak,

Mr, COWARD: 1am surprised to hear the Hon, Mnister
of Agriculture say that this was anold grievance among the
fishermen before he came back here as Minister, I inti-
mated this matter to the House of Assembly and I withdrew
my Resolution pending some investigation by the Minister,
From March until now do you not think that there should
have been some kind of investigation carried out? Even by
way of common courtesy to hon, members who have been
elected by the people to represent them, I think that the
Minister should have called the representatives of the peo=
ple and discussed the matter with them; but up to now
nothing has been done,

3,35 peim,

Hon, C. E, TALMA: Mr, Deputy Speaker, lam pointing
out to the hon, member and to this House that the Committee
has been set up and it is a question of what are the terms
of reference, The hon, member referred to a single inci=
demt which occurred at Bathsheba when certain boats were
damaged as a result of high seas, a matter over which no
one had any control, It was anactof God. If there are high
seas and the general terrain of Bathshebais such that des=
pite the arrangements made for hauling up the boats and
other arrangements being put into effect to assist in the
hauling up of boats, the boats are damaged, that cannot be
prevented, If by an act of God there were exceptionally
high seas, and four boats were damaged, three of which
were assisted within a week and one is badly damaged, do
you call that being negligent? Insurance covers all,

Mr, COWARD: On a point of explanation.e.ese

Mr., DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the poimt has been
cleared up by both hon, members, and hon, members will

continue the whole afternoon on trifles, because bothparties
have put their points and they are understood, I will hear
the hon, senior member for the City now,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I should first of
all like to say that we on this side are very happy to think
that we can discuss this Three Year Plan and offer criti~-
cism, and when the end comes there is no rancour or ill
feeling, and we would end up as a democratic Assembly
should end up, Those of us whohave been in bere for some
time will appreciate exactly what Imean when I make men=-
tion of that, I say that for the reason that on Tuesday I
offered very stout opposition to the Hon, Minister of Trade
over the fact that he should not press home with his num-
bers as was done inthis Chamber withthe last Government
when those of us in the Opposition asked for time to study
their Plan, I must firstof allrecord my appreciation of the
fact that the Government adhered to the democratic princi=
ple and kept their promise of debating the Three Year Plan,
but allowing the Opposition at least some short time, al=
though not sufficient time, to read and acquaint themselves
as far as humanly possible with the Plan, because I must
confess that up to when we came here on Tuesday, there
were a lot of us who had not read the Plan,

Now without trying to be facetious or trying to dig at
the hon, senior member for St, Joseph, [am happy to hear
that he has had an opportunity now of reading some of the
Plan, though not all of it, and has been able to make a con=
tribution, although he said on Tuesdaythatitdid not matter
what happened, he was prepared to vote for it to go through,
I excuse him for that because he has not been here long
enough, but he will soon realise that he should avail him=
self of every opportunity to defend or represent the con=
stituents of St, Joseph whom he has the honour to represent,

Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is a Three Year Plan as far
as all of us can make out, and therefore it bids us well to
believe that the Government will keep their promise in end=
ing this Session in three years instead of five years, The
Plan starts off by saying that *‘two years out of the Develop=
ment Plan, 1960-65, have already gone, and in any event
that Plan is already out of date,* There could be no truer
staterment if you read the Plan, and Iam sorry that the hon,
junior member for St, George is not here because I never
like to offer criticisms about the last Government or about
anybody without someone being here to offer me strong
opposition, The hon, junior member for St,Joseph is always
fair-minded encugh to say when the last Government was
wrong in doing something, and I believe he will always be
fair-minded enough to get up and praise this Government
when they are right. Am I right in saying so? The Plan
continues to say that ‘“the programme inthis paper covers
a developmental period (1962=65) and is based on an investi~
gation of the financial position and economic prospects of
Barbados by the new Government,*’

Mr, Deputy Speaker, I believe I arn painting a lily if I
continue to say these things because I have been here long
enough, You know that there is an old saying that ‘‘one
smart dead at too smart door”’, The last Government pub=
lished their Development Plan 1960-85 at the expense of
the people of Barbados as part of the Labour Party Manifes~
to, I make no apologies for saying that, because it was a
hurried hopscotch put together by a bunch of incompatible
persons and presented for us to swallow, Ithink there was
one presented in the parish of St, George, and I do not know
myself if the Registration Officer saw the returns, because
it must have cost a lot of money with the number of pic=-
tures of everything that was done on it, I agree with the
comment in this present Plan for 1962=-65 thatthat Plan is
already out of date,

Now the first thing with which I agree in this Plan is
that the increases granted last year in the salaries and
wages of Government employees have seriously affected
the Island’s financial position, I said that in my reply to
the Budget proposals, and yet there are some people who
are still attempting to undermine and do not realise the
truth in that statement, Mr, Deputy Speaker, I praise this
Plan because there must have been some people with abili-
ty, and not merely Civil Servants who have got School Cer-
tificates or Degrees sitting down because they can put
English together properly, who complied it, ¥ you go
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through this Plan, you will see thatthere were ideas in the
heads of somebody, and that that person instructed some=
body who could write as to what he must do, In other words,
what I am saying quite seriously is that this is not merely
a Civil Servant's Plan, because it is a Plan which really
and truly takes into consideration things that were recom=
mended at one time either by a Conservative Party, by the
Labour Party or by any other Party for that matter, As
long as something had been for the benefit of the communi~-
ty, apparently it was adopted in this Plan, I have great
respect for the persons who prepared this Plan, If there
were suggestions made years ago in the Labour Party
Plan, and if those suggestions meant something good for the
country, this Government has decided to adopt them, I am
happy to think that they have adopted that attitude,
3445 pum,

Sir, I cannot go outof my way on every occasion to say
that, However, there are some points whichlwould like to
answer. I am not going to deal with the educational part of
this Plan because the hon, junior member for the City who
moved the adjournment, although he would have given away
to me, 1felt thathe was more competent to handle education
than I would be and I think he handled it quite admirably,
The only thing about it is that I am more blunt and brutal
than he is or can ever hope to be, Modesty might have pre=-
vented him from saying a few things and that is what I am
going to say now,

Sir, ever since Mr, Howard Hayden came here, I
agreed 100% that just as Government must look after the
health of this colony, so too must Government see after
the education of the children of the colony; therefore, it is
my considered opinion that no private school should be
allowed to run unless it is controlled by the Public Health
Department, That is not all that should be, I am not now
saying this; I said this from the time Icame here, My
colleague then was still a school teacher, but there were
some private schools who merely took money from parents
and the children got nothing for it, My colleague can prove
this, There was a school in Whitepark Road, the Headmaster
was Mr, Shepherd, I have nothing against him; but, believe
me, what struck me more forcibly was when a matter
turned up to us of the Guardians Committee = known as
the Poor Law Board = asking us for assistance for a child
so as to help pay school fees because the mother of this
child was in dire nee.l, We had to make a few observations,
As Your Honour knows, we were not there to pay school
fees, but we stretch a point and where a schoolmaster or a
schoolmistress sends us a letter and sends us results of the
child's report and his form work, we would stretch a point
and rather than see a child of thirteen put out of school, we
would give some help by helping to pay the fees. What
struck me forcibly about this boy who was at the Acme
Unity School of which the headmaster was Mr, Shepherd,
was that this youngster when he came before us was rather
polite, We saw on his report against the subjects he was
taking, ‘‘good", ‘‘very good®’, ‘fair’’, ‘‘good’’, ‘‘fairly
good”, Every subject was good and so on: but something
struck us and it was that from some of his answers it did
not appear as if he had a high IQ, We became a little sus~
picious and hon, members can believe me, we asked this
boy to write his name and he could not write it, He was in
the third form atthat school, The Headmaster at that school
was dishonest to send to this boy's parents a report that he
came secord in his form, Sir, when we asked him to write
his name — and I swear to it = he could not write his own
name, Of course, it was not surprising to me. The Head~
master of this school is Deputy President of the Barbados
Labour Party, he is President of the Housing Authority and
is a member of a lot of other Boards. Can the hon, junior
member for St, Joseph tell me if that is right? I said that
1 am not surprised at that, As a matter of fact, I can say
this in public because I have the document still in my
keeping today.

That fortifies my position which I was contending be-
cause I was always of the opinion that a lot of fees were
charged by a lot of these private secondary schools and
the parents of the children were not getting results, I have
always told parents: ‘‘Why are you wasting time?** Sir, 1
said that I am not going to deal with education, However, 1
feel that some of these private secondary schools should be

shut down and I feel that just as Government is responsi=-
ble for the health of the people of this colony, the Govern=
ment is responsible for the type of education which the
children get and the Government should see to it that
children get a proper education at these private secondary
schools and that they should be controlled. I repeat, every
private secondary school should be controlled, If my col=-
league does not like what I say, lethim do what he likes, If
his school does not come up to standard, let the Govern=-
ment close it down,

Sir, as I was saying, it is my considered opinion that
some of these schools should be closed down, It is no won-
der that you get a school master, a Headmaster of one of
these schools sending out a report or writing a letter to
the Public Assistance Board asking for assistance for a
child and his spelling Bridgetown ‘‘B-r=i-d=-g=-town'’., The
Hon, Minister of Education has justcrossed the floor and is
sitting over here, I condemn you now if you let six months
pass without exerting control over some of those schools,
Again, do not pick up any money and give them until there
is control of the schools,

I agree with teacher training, but that should not start
until you have proper control over these schools. It is true
that a lot of children will be put out of school as a result
of your controlling them and will have to wait for some
time: but it is most unfair for these schools to be charging
the fees which they are charging and the parents of these
children not getting the results which they should be getting,

1 said that it is not my intention, now that lam surround=-
ed by these educational luminaries in the House, to speak on
education and I now go from this point to another point, It
does not matter if these hon, gentlemen on my left are
offended, Teachers should be qualified and I agreethat they
should be qualified, My colleague mentioned some countries
but I do not think he mentioned Bermuda, I know that it hap=
pens all over the world where children are in private
schools but the schools are approved by the Government,
The schools must be approved by the Government, They
must have qualified teachers; therefore I feel that way as
far as that is concerned,

I must say as regards the question of the Government
policy that I wholeheartedly agree about their policy as re-
gards private schools, From the Plan, it saysthat the last
Government programme was out of date, If you took the
last Plan of the former Government, you will see that it
was a mass of figures compiled by some statistician along
with a few words written in by one or two of the Ministers
with no real ideas behind them, It was merely a Manifesto
brought in at the time, a thing which was most unfair and
unkind to the people of this country because they were peo=
ple working for a tremendous sum of money taking advan=
tage of their position, knowing that the elections were a
few weeks off and bringing in a Manifesto calling it a Five
Year Plan, That was not fair,

3.55 P,

If the present Government had done it at the end of
their term of office, I would say that they were dishonest,
Do not Jet the present Government fool themselves that they
would have gotoff withme, The last Government had a right
to get their Party funds and print that Manifesto. This is
what is stated in this Development Programme:=

‘“The proposals outlined in this Programme therefore
aim at bringing about accelerated economic development,
based on athree=pronged drive for rapid industrialdevelop=
ment, agricultural diversification and a bigger tourist
trade,’ Suppose 1 had been left in here alone rather than
having three colleagues with me! Those persons atthe age
of 21 and 22 years would not have remembered that this
House had beendivided into three parties; that the Congress
Party had eight members, my Party had eight and the Bar=~
bados Labour Party also had eight, and by schemes and
what not, the Labour Party captured the Government, None
of those persons would know that tourism was part of our
policy then; that policy was opposed by the then Govern=
ment, L'he now Minister of Trade, Imust contess, was 100%
behind that policy, I will say that we were rather sceptical
about agriculturaldiversification because we felt at the time
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that we could not interfere with, and we did not know how we
stood with the actual mainstay of the island, that is, the
sugar industry, Today you are bound to admit, if you are
pressing for the tourist trade, that youmusthave diversi=
fication of agriculture; therefore this short=term drive is
something which my Party wholeheartedly supports,

Industrialisation is nothing new, It is a question of
approach by people who know what they are doing, Indus~
trialisation is something for which we decided that this
Government should go in, We were pooh-poohed, we were
laughed at, but the Minister of Trade actually backed up
the idea; however, 1 fear that we have so far missed the
bus, While I am on this matter I should like to say this: in
this Development Programme this is what is stated:

*“*Manufacturing can become in time a substantial sec~
tor in our economy, It is, however, important that in the
effort to develop manufacturing industry political imperial-
ism be not replaced by economic imperialism,*’

The average man who reads this statement may pass
it by, but it is a verydifficult thing, While it is in this pro=
gramme and I agree with the Government that we must not
substitute one thing for the other, Isayit is a difficult thing
to prevent any emergent country from substituting one thing
for the other at the beginning, I will comment on that fur-
ther, The Development Programme goes on to say this:=

*“The emphasis of this Programme is on speeding up
economic growth, The Government sets out to achieve this
by taking legislative andfiscalactionto create the environ=
ment which will encourage people to invest and by ‘‘pump-
priming’* investment to provide the basis for further deve-
lopment by the private sector,"’

Last night when I had the opportunity of discussing this
matter with the members of my Party, they almost fell out
to think that a sensible lot of people in preaching book
socialism at the expense of the people, could not really
mean anything at all, But when it says here that: *‘The
Government sets out to achieve this by taking legislative
and fiscal action to create the environment which will en=~
courage people to invest and by ‘pump~priming’ investment
to provide the basis for further development by the private
sector,’ in other words, what they aresayingis this: *‘We
are going to create an atmosphere in Barbados so that we
can encourage privateenterprise and give people the oppor=
tunity of coming to this country, spending money, developing
the country and finding jobs for the people,’® Further, the
Programme goes on to tell us about the trends of the econ~
omy, It goes on'to say this:~

**The Island's population has grown{rom about 212,000
people in 1950 to about 242,000 at the end of 1961, thus
giving an actual increase of some 30,000 people in eleven
years,"

Then it gives the population increases and the mortality
rate during 1950~1961, I remember sitting on that side of
the House = I am sorry that the former Minister of Social
Services is not in the House now, but the other people said
that the particular factor in respect of the infant mortality
rate has been the research atthe big industrial and chemi-
cal research places in medicine in respect of which the
World Health Organisation has been able to recommend
things, It is not because the Barbados Labour Party was in
power that there was a reduction in the infant mortality
rate; that is far from the truth, Sometimes the doctors
recommend the use of certain drugs fromthese big people
like Boots, Parke Davis and those firms; they are partly
responsible for this reduction in the mortality rate, This
Government, with its well=informed public officers, will
read through literature and get the best which can be used
in order to resist the infant mortality rate. There are no
two ways about it; the life of the human being has so much
extended over the past 20 years that it is most surprising,
4,05 p,m,

In the United States and in England, before the last War
and before Fleming discovered penicillin, it was noted that
if anybody was diagnosed by a doctor and was found to be

——

suffering from pneumonia, the only thing left todo in Eng=
land or in the United States was for the family to go and
see the undertaker whom they wanted to bury the person;
but because of the discovery of penicillin, a very small
percentage of people die now, I was happy to meet a son
of Barbados at the Infirmary, Dr. Stuart, who is studying
the heart cases whichwe have in Barbados, All that is work
that is being done, but no one Government can take the
credit, When you look through the 1960-65Planby the last
Government and see that it is stated that the crude death
rate fell from 17,0 per one thousand in 1946 to 8,8 in 1960
and the Infant Mortality Rate fell from 160 per 1,000 to 60
per 1,000, no one Government can take any credit for that;
that is only so much nonsense,

Now, Sir, expressed in terms of figures the population
increases annually, and I was surprised that my colleague
did not make mention of something on which I am going to
be very strong, The Minister of Education said the other
day that children could go on in school as long as they
wanted, as far as this Government was concerned, I want
to tell the Minister that whatever may be his policy, he
should put it into the law, althoughitis true that the Minis~
ter can direct policy and have it carried out, Now this note
says: ‘‘Expressed in terms of figures this is the position,
Additional pressure on educational facilities may be guaged
by the increaseinthe 5to15and 5 to 20 age groups = 3,000
and 5,000 respectively. — Account must also be taken of the
increased demand for education involving children remain=
ing in schools, particularly secondary schools, longer =,
The increase in the demand for jobs is indicated by the
increases in the 15 to 20 and the 15 to 25 age groups of
2,500 and 6,000 respectively, and by an increase of the
people of working age — i.e. ages 15 to 64 — by some
10,000, The numbers over 65 years of age will increase
by 2,000 indicating a larger number of pensioners,”

My suggestion to the hon, member isthis: let there be
no doubt in the minds of parents, let there be no doubt in
the minds of Headmasters, let there be no doubt in the
minds of Educational Officers, that the school leaving age
in Barbados must be 16 years, If you are going to do that,
proclaim it from the housetop that the school=leaving age
must be 16 years, Ibelieved the Hon, Minister of Education
when he told me that his policy is that children can go on
to 18 or 19; but if you ask the hon, senior member for St,
Andrew what is the age at whichchildren at the St, Andrew
School leave school, he is bound to say ‘fourteen’’, Tell
it out in Gath if you want the age to be 16, and then you
would not be throwing so many young people on the labour
market and creating so much uemployment. There is a
law, Sir, which prohibits people from employing children,
though they may learn a trade, A parent may come to ne
and tell me that his child was learning a trade and getting
$9 or $10 a week, but now the child has reached the age of
16 and the firm says it cannot keep him any longer because
it would have to pay him $16 a week; so he is chased away
and another boy at fourteen istakenon, What are you going
to do about it? Mothers have come to me with the request
to persuade the Managers of electrical concerns and of
garages to keep their children after they have reached 16,
but because of the Law they cannot keep them, You have
therefore got to keep them in school longer,

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have spoken to people in the
Education Department and other Government Departments,
and they have actually told me that it is an absolute fact
that the children at the 120 elementary schools must leave
at fourteen, You will remember that I raised this during
discussion on the Offences against the Person Act, If you
are trying to follow other countries, please extend the age
to sixteen. Now that you are improving the type of educa-
tion, we suggest to younot to wait; while the grass is grow=
ing, the horse might be starving because there might not
be any hay in the stall, Your programme is an ambitious
programme. I commend you for it, It is ambitious, though
possibly not over ambitious, 1 do not say that you cannot
get through it in three years, but it is calling for a lot of
skilled people, technical people and people with know=how,
You are going to spend $50 million in three years. I wish
you well, and anybody who is interested in Barbados and
does not wish you well in this programme is an enemy to
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the people of the country, We hope youwill get through with
it, and Isuggest most strongly tothe Minister that he comes
down with the hammer now and say that children must be
kept in school until they are sixteen, When they have to
compete with other labourers in the field, naturally they
must get less money.

Mr, Deputy Speaker, you yourself were a teacher and
know the difficulties, Children at fourteen gohome to keep
their sisters or brothers, and the next thing you know is
that they are working. People would employ three or four
children at fourteen years of age, pay them less and thus
put big people our of work, I do not want the Minister only
to say on the floor of the House that it is his policy to do
so=and=so; he must put his policy into effect, While I am
on the question of private schools, Iwantto say something,
1 have passed the age of getting children now anyhow, but 1
paid $450 a year toeducate eachof my children at Harrison
College, and what I am going to say now is not something I
am saying because you are in power, but1 said it when the
other Government was in power, My friends from the other
islands say that I always remind people that I am a Con=
servative, but that I make Socialist speeches., Well, that is
why I keep my seat in the House, There are about 4,000
children in Government=aided schools, and about 10,000
children in private secondary schools, I admit that the
Minister of Education should come down with the hammer
and close down some of them, because they are robbing
people and it is only a racket, (Mr, CORBIN: Where are you
going to send them?) If 1 were over there, you would see
where I would send them, Does the hon, member know that
a church is a building?

4,15 pom.

What does the hon, member think is the school? The
building at Bawdens ? A building can be used 24 hours a day,
How many hours a day do you use that building? You must
not be bankrupt of ideas, One of my honourable friends
laughed when I said that I would use a church or any other
place for a school, If you are educating people, use any
place you have to educate them, I have seen in other coun=
tries where there was not enough room that children went
to school from eight to twelve and then another ser of
children went from two to six in the same building,

I have always said that there is no free secondary
education in this Island, It is free education in secondary
schools to those who have the ability to pass the test, I
have always contended that there is no free education in
this country, Free secondary education is what I consider
the U.S,A. is giving in that whatever you may be, an idiot,
fool or whatever youare, youareentitled to free secondary
education, You have no tests to pass, Anyhow, this is a start
which the Government is making and it must be appreciated
that this is the way in which youare doing it, I have always
argued that economically this country cannot afford free
secondary education to all of its children for the simple
reason that it costs you $250 annually, on a child who passes
the test to go to Harrison College. I know that there are
some people who pay as much as $30 per month to tutors
10 get their children into Harrison College and I challenge
any schoolmaster over on the other side to disagree with
me, They do that because they want to get their children
into Harrison College, I am suggesting that you should not
spend any money on these private secondary schools until
you examine them and approve of them and theneven if you
spend $10 per child at every school which you approve, it
would be of great assistanceto these schools.I am not tell-
ing you that you should tell schoolmasters to come and hold
their bag for money from you every Saturday morning, I
suggest that you have a thorough investigation, see that
these private secondary schools have proper facilities and
then you can spend $10 per child in those private schools
which you approve and you would be doing something to
assist those children,

Now that the Hon, Minister of Education is back, let me
say again that since last we spoke in here, when I men-
tioned the age of consent and said that 16 years is the age
of consent and that the age for school leaving should not
be below 16 years also, the Hon, Minister of Education
rose to his feet and quickly replied that the policy of his
Government would be that a child could go up to 18 years

and 19 years if it had the ability, My contention today is
that not only must the child have the ability, but even if it
has no ability, it should not leave school before it is 16
years, They say that you should not speak ill of the dead,
The late Dr, Harry Bayley, as the Hon, Minister of Educa~
tion should know, up to the time that he got into the third
form at Harrison College, he was not doing well at school =
so much so that his father threatened to behead him; but
when he saw the subjects which this youngster showed pro=-
mise in, his father decided that he would go to a university,
What I am saying is known by every schoolmaster and every
parent, lam saying that a child should have the right to stay
in school until he is 16 years whether he can only learn
*‘a,b,c,’ or whatever he can learn, Do not throw him out
on the labour market to create a situation which would make
things worse in Barbados. 1 am not interfering with educa=
tion any longer,

Now, Sir, as far as the national income is concerned,
this is what is stated on page fives=

““National income growth up to 1957 is explained by
three factors: (1) an increase in the size of the sugar crop
resulting partly from technological improvements of pro-
duction (better varieties, better cultivation methods, better
factory techniques) in conjunction with occurrence of what
appeared to be a series of ‘wet’ years; (2) rising sugar
prices; (3) increased capital formation (public and private
induced by the rising national incomes),”

The Minister in charge would know why I am making
this sort of speech, If Iam speaking anything wrong, get up
and say so, During the time of Mr, Hugh Springer, now Dr,
Springer, the then ruling party in Barbados give notice of a
Resolution to prohibit the useof tractors and scramblers at
the various plantations, I remember that I had the temerity
to get up and make a speech against them, Mr, Hugh
Springer met me and told me that while they were doing
this he walked out, Suppose the people who ruled this coun=
try in the past had decided, when Mr, Laurie Pile had de-
cided to remove the windmills and bring in the vacuurn
pans and engines to increase the pansugar of this country,
that legislation should be passed to prevent the change-
over, what would be the position? I had the guts to vote
against that Resolution but it was passex.

Pardon me if I am personal, Mr, Premier; but I must
praise you for your ingenuity, for the sense and the right
approach which you are taking now that you are Head of
the Government, I am not surprised at the way you are
running the Government because of certain men whom you
have with you in the Cabinet, It only reminds me of this.
When the Royal Commission came here after the disturb-
ances of 1937 the ex-Prime Minister of the West Indies in
giving evidence, instead of saying what this Governmentis
saying now of further development of sugar by improving
the methods, he pointed out that they should cut up the land
and divide it in five=acre lots. The Hon, Minister of Trade
knows what I am saying is true, Is that true? ( A VOICE:
Yes.) Did he tell the Royal Commission that? ( A VOICE:
He said, cut it up in half=acre lots,)That shows the brains
which they had when they were abusing the white people.
That is why 1 say that this present Government could not
normally think like those who were on the other side.

You cannot kill the goose which lays the golden egg.
Let us say that hy the old methods you got out a quarter
of the juice from the sugar cane, Then, after you had the
ordinary mill, just as what you had at Bagatelle, you got
out about half, If you had the same type of factory today,
what would be the position? We must bear in mind that we
are living in a very highly mechanised industrial community
today, I would tell you one of the reasons why people who
were born of slaves and reared in ahighly industrial com-
munity where they see that you put up machines and push
buttons to do everything, no longer want to go into a field
and cut canes, The American people refuse to do it, They
have not yet developed a method, or, should I say, perfected
a method by which you can reap canes with machines and
put them on the trains to go tothe factory; hence you must
take people from the more backward countries to do that
type of work,
4,25 p,m,
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That is the only reason; therefore, when they have
come today to tell us that the national income growth has
been due to these things, what else can I do but agree with
them? Because that is honest and itisthe truth, It isnot a
question of saying: ‘‘Let us soakthe rich", You have got to
develop things in a different way from that, I admire the
Government in the approach which they have made, I am
sure that the Minister of Agriculture can very well express
his views and he will realise what I am saying, He was in
this Chamber when they said that the tractors must be
stopped and then they said that they must get tractors, No
longer will a 15~year-old girl want to put manure in a
basket and go up to Hillaby to drop that manure, I commend
the Government in the attitude which they are adopting
today; that is what we preached years ago, Never mind what
the Beacon will say onSaturday: youareliving in a country
where you must have free enterprise, If what I am saying
is Communism, well then, let them take it as Communism,
You are in an industrial and capitalist community and 1
admire you for this Programme as against what the other
people had put up about soaking the rich, Isay that you
should sit down as a silent partner in private enterprise
and take away 50% of the money whichthey make, There is
nobody in this world who will burn midnight oil unless he
knows he will make money, Let us take the Minister of
Social Services; do you think that he would burn the mid=
night oil and get a certificate unless he knew that he will
get more money? Therefore, I am saying that capitalists
will sprain their brains and burn midnight oil so as to get
more money,

Dealing with exports and tourists, Mr, Deputy Speaker,
modesty will not prevent me from saying what my Party
did in this country, Everything in this Programme has been
suggested by my Party, I remember when land was bought
for the purpose of building a hotel; let the Hon, Minister of
Trade tell me that this is not so, The then Government for
hatred, malice, spite and wickedness, decided that this hotel
should not be erected, Mr, Deputy Speaker, I will tell you
this; you can have any name once it was not a Barbadian
name and there are those who would take up money and help
him, It is time that the people of this country know these
things, Don't fool yourself; if I cannot runthe Government,
I will keep you running it for about three hundred years as
long as this is your policy, (I aughter) The Development
Programme further states this:=

‘Taking the period as a whole, the Island has been able
to make good its balance of trade deficitout of its ‘invisible’
earnings,’’

What I said yesterday was this: you have a good Plan
and it is peculiar that you have not allowed this Plan to go
before the public, [ will tell you something more now, The
Hon, Minister of Trade, and Industry has just returned
from Germany,

Hon, W, A. CRAWFORD: On a point of order, Mr,
Deputy Speaker, what does the hon, member mean when
he says that this Plan was not allowed to go before the
public?

Mr, MOTTLEY: I will tell the hon, member what 1
mean, I mean that you should have given the public enough
time to study this Plan, This is a good Plan; some pecple
have said that they have not seen this Plan, The average
man with two or three thousand dollars will put it in the
Bank because he has children who have togo to school and
he has to provide for himself when he is ill, He is not in=
vesting money, You want to give inducement to people and
I admire the Government for what they are doing in this
Plan. I repeat, the Programme says: ‘‘Taking the period
as a whole, the Island has been able to make good its bal~-
ance of trade deficit out of its ‘invisible’ earnings.'

What are the invisible earnings? There are visible
earnings and there are invisible earnings, You get money
from sugar which is exported, Mr, Deputy Speaker, I must
give honour where it is due, The people of this country owe
a great debt of gratitude to the hon, senior member for St,
Philip; whatever you may think of the hon, member, you
owe the greatest debt to him, Iwas sitting over there and 1
seconded the motion which he proposed, We produce so

much sugar, but the money we get from the tourist trade,
even that cannot balance us, This money which comes from
America cannot balance us,

4,35 pJm.

I can remember the hon, member asking the Gov=
ernment to serd people to America, and the former Prime
Minister said that he knew more thanthe First Lord of the
Admiralty, The Lord has a way of dealing with people,
and onedayhe willlieonhis bed and say ‘‘l have thrown my
people down the river,” All he knew about England was
when a few students went to England, but the hon, member
came here and said that people wanted money in England,
When my colleague, the hon, junior member for the City,
found that his school was overflowing and that girls were
coming out and finding nothing todo, he got a Hospital book
and wrote to hospitals in the United Kingdom, and the then
Minister of Commmunications, Mapp, went to the Attorney
General to find out by what means he could prosecute him
for trafficking and sending people away, not getting a cent
for it but sending people out, That is why people have put
him in here with me, If you do good, they will back you.
The then Minister of Trade came here and asked if they
must lend Tom, Dick and Harry money to go away, Tom
had enough money already, but I will dealwith him a little
later, The hon, senior member for St, Philip made a motion
which I seconded to lend people money; so people owe him
a great debt of gratitude, People call him an aristocract
because he walks great, but he has the people at heart,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, as set out here, ‘the principal
*Yinvisible exports® are: tourist expenditure, remittances,
incomes and pensions from abroad, fees, dues, insurance
claims, payment for work done by Barbadians for foreign-
ers, sugar preference receipts and capital investrnent,
These are not recorded in the true statistics, Similarly
there are ‘invisible’ imports not inclwded in the published
trade figures which need to be taken into account in arrive
ing at the balance,” Do you realise the number of men
and women who go to England and send back money here?
The remittances from England to Barbados used to be
about $80,000, but I see from these figures that they have
gone into the millions, That must mean something to Bar=~
bados,

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will pass on from Education
to Industrial Development, What 1 want to sayis not a cri=
ticism, but something which must concern the Minister, and
I think he should listen carefully to me.We can industria-
lise a country, but should not over-industrialise it,
I have spoken to people who are members of my Party, and
I am going to express the views which they have put to
me, Of course they do not tell me how to keep this seat
or how to talk for poor people, Youshould not over=indus=
trialise a country, and do not think that that is being said
because there are manufacturing representatives here who
would lose because they import flour, meal and things like
that, The hon, senior member for St, Philip conducted with
the greatest skill in the absence of the Hon, Premier the
delegation which went to England for the Conference of
the Eight,

If you look on page 12, you will see that it is stated
that ‘“the Island’s population of 240,000 people and a nation=
al income of around $100 million provide only a limited
market for manufactured goods, The Government does
not propose to encourage manufacturing self-sufficiency
to the extreme point where Barbados loses the benefits
of importing goods produced much more cheaply abroad
as this will only result in anincreaseof the cost of living,
and may, in fact, negative any smallgains in employment"’,
You know what that means, I could commend the Minister
of Trade and Industry for putting in a thing like that, The
last Government did not say that because theydid not have
the honesty to do so; but this Government has courage,
integrity and honesty, There is no point in having some=~
thing that can employ 20 or 40 people to produce something
in Barbados which you could import more cheaply
for the benefit of the community, and possibly gain by way
taxation and dutles $200,000 annually, It is a sensible pro-
posal, and that is why I asked the Government on Tuesday
not to hurry through this Plan,

I know, Sir, that on this matter the Government is
making several concessions, Within another few weeks
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we should know whether England has been accepted into
the European Common Market, not whetlier she cares to
go, Now, Sir, some very brilliant questions were put by the
Hon, Minister of Trade to the Specialists who came to
speak to us on this question of the European Common Mar=
ket re the Federation of the West Indies and the Indepen=
dence of Trinidad and Jamaica, I am not going into that
now, The Government says that ‘‘capital for investmentin
industry and manufacturing ‘*know+how'* are scarce fac=~
tors, The Government accepts that a considerable inflow
of capital and know=how from abroad is essential and will
therefore provide the incentives to encourage investment
by foreigners." I like the idea of starting development on
the grounds at the Deep Water Harbour site, and of putting
up factories there, but we have to remember that investors,
capitalists and private enterprise put money into concerns
to make money. Your inducements are fine and you are
going to offer a reduction in income tax on amounts in=
vested in Barbados, That is a wonderful gesture,

4,45 p,m,

That is a better gesture than passing a law saying that
money cannot go out, If you pass a law saying that money
cannot go out, then awomatically it follows that money
cannot come in, If I cannot take money out of Barbados,
I would not carry it out: but then, I will not be bringing
in any, I am not fooling you, You musthave beensitting
beside me, You really are using a lot of brains in running
this Government, (Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: I have no such
tendency to sit at the side of the hon, member,) Look at this
document! Look at the diagrams! Look and see that it is
voluminous! Of course, you have not given me what time I
wanted to study it. You know, Sir, thati never let any Five
Year Plan pass in here unless I discuss it thoroughly, I
must commend you for the inducement which youhave given
to the commercial public, the capitalists of Barbados and
the investors of Barbados, They feel that you really mean
well for Barbados, You state that the Government of Bar-
bados has guaranteed a free flow of capital, I admire you
for saying that there will be a free flow of capital, If you
want Canadians from Saskatchewan, Manitoba or Columbia
to come here, you have got to let them know that not only
their money can come in, but that if they want to take it
out, they can take it out, If youfail, I stand behind you be~
cause you have made every effort to bring them in,

I come back to this question about the European
Common Community. What is worrying the localpeople is
this, England will undoubtedly say that she is going to enter
the E.C.C, within the next three months, You will then be

bound to ask yourself, what is going to be the position when | ..
~quoted the case of the former African colonies, the Belgian

the West Indies are federated, and whatcanbe done as far
as Trinidad is an independent state with all her industries
so developed, and if allof those exports of hers are sent to
us, I am talking about cement and even flour, because 1
understand that there is a scheme in Trinidad similar to
the one here for the refining of flour, What is worrying the
investors of this country, the people who have the money, is
what would be their position in a Federation with alt these
inducements which you are given. They have faith in what
you are saying, and if 1did not have faith, I would tell them
not to have faith, They have faith in you because you must
mean well, What is worrying me, if England goes into
the European Common Market and we go into a Federation,
as an associate, what prospects have we for our invest-
ments here, This is what has been raised by the people
who have money to invest, We sat down around a table,
30 to 40 of us, discussing the matter, I am the only spokes=
man for them in this House, 1 say to you: do not be afraid
o meet the Chamber of Commerce. Meet them and say
that you want to meet them, Another thing, do not go and
meet them behind closed doors, Seethem and let the people
see that you are meeting them, They are saying: ‘‘What
are we going to do?* We want to get that clarified, They
are saying: ‘‘Will Trinidad be able to come in and sell
their goods alongside of ours? Will we be able to compete?
I know the several industries which you have promised to
put in within the next three years. Iif our people put this
money up, what is the positdon?'’,

Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD: Do you wantthe answer now?

==

Mr, MOTTLEY: ¥ the Hon, Minister wants to rest me
now by giving me the answer now, it is all right, I would
just like to say this, It is no use for the newspaper report-
ers to be coming in here and just look at people, What we
are talking about are things which the people want to know
something about, Do not come inhbere if you are not going to
write about them, This is an important question and the Hon,
Minister of Trade knows that it is an important question
and that it needs answering for the benefitof the commer-
cial public. Let the Press write the answer and give it to
the public,

Sir, 1 will give way to the Hon, Mnister on a point of
explanation,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Irise on
a point of explanation, The question put by the hon. member,
as I understand it, is if the new Federation of the Eight,
after they become independent, become an associated state
of the European Common Community, and Trinidad is also
an associated state, and Jamaica is also an associated state,
if by reason of their common membership, other associated
states in the European Common Community have goods
manufactured in any of those associated states, whether
those goods can enter freely into each and every of the
territories, In other words, can goods manufactured in
Jamaica or Trinidad enter into the Federation of the Eight
to compete with goods manufactured in the Federation of
the Eight itself? Is my interpretation of the hon, member's
query correct? Mr, MOTTLEY: Yes.)

The hon, member knows that during the Federation
Conference in London we discussed this question with Mr,
Edward Heath who was the main British negotiator at the
talks that are taking place in Brussels and he told us frankly
‘No**, The hon. senior member for the City said that he did
not know what the position would be. He, himself, did not
know, I went to Germany after, About two weeks after I
returned from Geneva, the German Economic Councillor
to the Embassy in Geneva, Dr, Eckhartgcame to see me one
evening and told me that the German Government asked me
to return to Bonn to continue the discussion which 1 raised
two weeks ago and in the course of that discussion, the
question which I asked Mr, Heath came up,

4,55 p.m,

Dr, Eckhart is a verydistinguished German economist,
As a matter of fact, hehas actually assisted in drafting the
original Treaty in Rome which was the basis for the forma=
tion of the European Common Market, Dr, Eckharttold me
that we need have no fear about this matter because he

«colonies and the French colonies, The former French colon-
ies in Africa will be associated States with the Common
Market, The former Belgian Colonies in Africa will also
become associated States, but before they are associated
States they still have the right to institute protective tariffs
to prevent goods manufactired inthe former Frenchcolon=
ies fromentering duty free into the former Belgian colonies,
Therefore, the same thing will apply to the Caribbean. An
independent Trinidad or an independent Jamaica or the
Federation of the “*Eight’* will have the right, for the first
three years at least, even though they became associated
States in the Common Mrket, to protect their goods; but

it will not follow that because they had the same common
position, in that they were all members of the Common
Market, their goods areto be free fromone territory to the
other, The Federation of the ‘‘Eight* can, for the first
three years at least, protect its territory and the goods
manufactured in this territory from free competitionfrom
goods manufactured in other associated States of the Com=
mon Market in the area, I think that what I have said an-
swers the question asked by the hon. member,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I have asked that
question because, as I have said before, the investing type
of people whom you are trying to woohere, will like to know
of that, I hope the Press will not misrepresent the point of
view, It is not I; it is the general public who want to know
this, If the Press have not got it right perhaps they will
approach the Minister and get it right; that is the point of
view which people would like to know,

..




590

Mr, Deputy Speaker, I turn now to page 14 of the
Memorandum, This is what it says here:=

“Income tax holidays will be extended to ten years
for all approved new industries, and, inthe case of the ex=
port industries, there will be a special reduction of the
rates of profits tax in order toimprove the ability of these
industries to compete more efficiently in the markets over=
seas,"’

You have made a sensible approach to this question; it
is entirely unlike the Manifesto which was put to us and
which was called aPlan, by the other people. You go further
and say this:=

**The rate of tax will be reducedto 12 1/2 per cent on
the profits and dividends of investment companies in re=
spect of investments carried out in the Island,*

The Government of Barbados guarantees the free move=
ment of money, The statement therefore that you are a
wild Government cannot bear any fruit; this Government
is not a wild Government in truth, Youare offering to bring
in people into this colony, This Programme says that the
rate of tax will be reduced to 12 1/2% on the profits and
dividends of investment companies in respect of invest=
ments carried out in the Island, It is not humanly possible
for the Government to do more, Indiscussing this question
with my Party, one question was raised, and I throw it out
for the hon, member to discuss with his Party, This is an
incentive at which a tremendous lot of people will catch,
An honest question which I have been asked is this: What is
going to be the position with a company already existing in
Barbados with the present method of taxation? I am not
pressing the Hon, Minister to answer that question now,
This Programme is being fully discussed and the question
is raised that this is a wonderful incentive, this reduction
in the rate of tax to 12 1/% on profits and dividends of
investment companies, 1 suggest to the Hon,Minister to
discuss this question as to what will be the position with
industries which are already in existence, lam just putting
the question which people have put to me as a difficulty,
and it is a difficult question from the Socialist point of
view, I do not ask the Minister to answer that question now
but I am asking him to turn it over in his mind, The Gov=
ernment is willing to encourage industries, If youput money
in industries with the people at the top knowing what they
are doing = a big guarantee whichwegive to the people is
that if you put in your money the Government guarantees
it, If this Government tells you that they are going to do
this, I have every reason to believe that that is what they
are going to do. There are those people like Inspectors of
Banks who have contacts in Canada and America and they
are asked for information. These people either give the
Government a good nameor a bad one, I am perfectly satis~
fied with what has been said here today, and I hope I will
be fortified in my view that this matter will be put into
operation, Ihave made a lot more notes, but I think that I
have passed the stage when Ihave got to talk about highways
and roads and stand posts, I do that in my capacity as a
Local Government representative, However, dealing with
the Plan on a national basis, the most I was concerned
about was the whole question of industrialdevelopment and
that is a point with which Iammore than satisfied, I com~
mend this Plan to hon, members. I note that there is an
allocation of money for the Airport, rehabilitation of high~
ways, new highways and so forth,

5,05 p.m,

The hon, member said that there are slum areas in the
City, but I want the Government to realise that houses
create slums; land itself is never a slum. The areas men-
tioned are Emmerton, Cat’s Castle and Bulls Alley, Green-
fields, and Golden Square and Church Village, and the Gov=
ernment proposes to clear these slums and resettle people
in better housing conditions elsewhere. The only thing L
have to say on that is that if you took the area of Green-
fields or any other area and clear the houses and put up
other houses, it is no longer a slum; therefore I do not
agree with the idea of better housing elsewhere, You can
clear the same areas and put better housing there to the
suitability and convenience of the people who lived in those

]

areas, because {f they work in the fishing industry and such
other industries, they would want to keep within the City,
You can turn the Pine or Grazettes into slum areas, and
though I agree with the proposal toclear these slums, I do
not agree that people should be housed somewhere else.
Fishermen like to live near the area where they bring in
their fish, and that is why Ido not agree with your carrying
them elsewhere. 1 would like the Minister to explain that
to me because they may get themselves in hot water on
this.

Mr, Deputy Speaker, ‘‘legislation is being provided for
the guarantee by the Government of the mortgages on houses
approved under the scheme along the lines now existing in
other countries. By this measure it is hoped to foster and
develop that strong civic pride in house ownership which
runs through the wvein of every Barbadian'’, The last part
I understand very well, but I do not pretend to understand
the first part, We know that house ownership runs through
the vein of every Barbadian, but Iwould like to be enlight=
ened on morigage insurance, and I believe when the hon,
member comes to reply, he will be able to tell us, because
mortgage schemes are things which we have in Barbados
now,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, I know that the Government wants
to get away this afternoon, and I have much pleasure in
offering my support to this Development Plan which the
Government has produced, because it embodies a tremen~
dous lot of the suggestions which have been made by myself,
and it shows that the Government offers no prejudice, While
to the people of Barbados they are a Socialist Government,
they recognise that investment of capital in this country
must come by certain incentives, and they realise that in
this demeocratic community they find themselves inacapi-
talist state, and therefore to develop there is no point in
saying they are going to take over and run everything, but
rather they are giving incentives to people to bring money
in and spend it here, Ihave much pleasure in supporting
this Three Year Plan, You are spending $50 million, and I
think you are ambitious, I know yvouwillneed a lot of tech=
nical men, a lot of men with know=how and a lot of capital,
but I do hope that you will succeed in putting most of it, if
not all of it, through during the next three years and make
Barbados a happier place for all, whether capitalist or
labourer, because I have always said that capitaland labour
must work together for the benefit of any community; other=
wise you will have chaos, Mr, Deputy Speaker, I have much
pleasure in supporting this Plan,

Mr, BATSON: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I only rise for two
or three minutes because Iquite understand that hon, mem-=
bers have to go out on important business.

Now, when the hon. junior member for the City was
speaking, I think he made some very interesting points, I
myself happen to run a private school and most of these
private schools are supported by the Commercial Banks
in Bridgetown, This Government in their campaign never
promised free secondary education to private schools, but
there are some people going around the Island giving the
impression to the public that this Government promised
free secondary education to private schools, There wasno
such promise made; yet some people are saying that the
Government is catering to the minority and leaving the
majority in the air,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, this Governmenthas been in office
for approximately six months, and it is impossible for any
Government in office for that time to give free secondary
education in the Island as a whole, It is impracticable and
impossible, 1 feel, personally, that what this Government
has prescribed for the private schools at present is very
generous, There are severalprivate schools running in this
Island that should be closed down, There are about ten
private schools that should exist, and those are the ones
which have been approved by the Department of Education,
The others are exploiting the commmunity, and children and
parents are being misled. Some of the children have not got
the aptitude for secondary learning, but they are just going
to these schools because it is fashionable.Severalof these
private schools are running at a loss, and I am sure that if
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Government should go to subsidise these private schools,
they would run the country into bankruptcy, because every
two or three months you see a new private school being
opened, Someone gets a few dollars and puts up a sign; but
that has to stop. The parents of the children who attend
these schools are being so misled that they are not paying
the school fees, because they feel that the Government has
given free secondary education in the private schools.

Mr, Deputy Speaker, there is going to be a Pilot
Scheme of the Hot Meals Service in schools, and I feel
that any Government in office should first cater to the
Government schools, I have a private school and I would
like to see it introduced there, but I cannot expect the im=
possible, Where would this money come from in 1962 to
subsidise these private schools? It is all well and good
for some politicians to get up and saythat the Government
has promised to give aid to private schools, but where
would the money come from?

9,15 p.m,

A statistical survey team of the last Government went
around to all the private secondary schools and compiled
data and they did nothing about it: and now this Government
is in office we find some politicians going around trying to
incite into the minds of parents that this Government should
give free secondary education in these private secondary
schools, I think that this Government is doing a fine job and
the things which they have promised these private schools
are very, very generous, The Hon, Minister of Education
has said that the Government is making provisionfor 7,500
school places; and if the Government is doing that and
spending $250,000 on a pilot scheme for hot meals, where
would this extra money come from to subsidise these pri=
vate schools?

1 feel the Government is on the right note, Some of
these parents of children of some of these schools are not
alive to their responsibility; they are following the crowd
to destruction,

1 am not going to say anything more because I under=
stand the situation, I just rosetoclarify a public statement
which I heard so often that the Government is catering to
the minority and not the majority, If you take a proper
survey of the private schools, you will find that there are
only ten worthwhile existing, With these remarks Ifeel that
I have made my point,

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Deputy Speaker,secees

Mr., CORBIN: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I am sure that I
was standing on my feet before the hon, junior member for
St, Joseph.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: You may have been, but
my eyes caught the hon, junior member for St, Joseph first,

Mr, SMITH: Sir, I would not be long in my speaking on
this Plan, but there are a few points which I want to make,
Before doing so, I just want to say that I am sorry that the
hon, senior member for the City is not in his place: but I
will have to reply to a few remarks which he made in
reference to a particular private school,

The hon, member emphasized on the words ‘‘Shepherd’s
School" and said that this gentleman made a report, as the
hon, senior member for the City put it, a dishonest report
on a particular child,

Now, Sir, whether this is so or not, I do not feel that
it is fair to Mr, Shepherd and the school to be using such
remarks on the floor of tiis House because they can be
damaging, It has the possibility of causing this man to lose
business: because when one takes up the newspapers tomor =
row and reads such a statement and one wants to send one's
child to that school, surely one would have to think twice
before doing so, Idonotthinkitis fair for the hon, member
to be making such speeches relative to a school or any-
thing else because he is protected by the ancient rights and
privileges of this honourable Chamber, It is not fair,

I do not know if what the hon, member is saying is true
or not, He referred to Mr, Shepherd spelling ‘‘Bridgetown*’

— ]

‘B-r=j=d=g=town"’, 1 am sure that the hon, senior member
for the City knew that it meant ‘‘Bridgetown'’; therefore,
regardless of what ope writes, so long as the reader under~
stands, that is what is wanted, It is not fair to be using
such remarks about a man and his school,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: You did notraise any object=
ion when the hon, member was speaking,

Mr, SMITH: Why should I show my objection? I could
not interfere nor was he saying anything of me,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: You did not rise on a point
of order on that,

Mr, SMITH: 1 am only saying that it is not fair.

Mr., DEPUTY SPEAKER: Therefore, it is not parlia=-
mentary.

Mr. SMITH: I take it that if it were unparliamentary,
you would have stopped him, It was not for me to say that it
was unparliamentary.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER;: The hon, member may con=
tinue,

Mr, SMITH: The hon, senior member for the City said
that most of these private school doors need closing, i
along with him, one who has a school, a Principal, who is a
member of the Government Party, has also said that he
knows that the doors of the majority of these private schools
want closing, 1 feelthatitishightime that this Government
should see to it and do all that lie in their power to take
these children out of the hands of these people,

1 will explain before going further how I feel the Gov~
ernment would be in ahappy position todo so. I know that it
is areal racket with some and itis not fair to the parents of
these children, What is worse, the parents themselves
really do not know, Sometimes, the parents or guardians of
these children have to rely on the same child to explain to
them; but, be that as it may, parents know that when a child
cannot get a secondary education, that child cannot get too
far without a certificate, 1 remember reading inthe news=
papers a fairly long time ago of a particular dairy keeper
advertising for a milkman and in the advertisement he put
that a certificate is needed, Now, this dairy keeper wanted
a milkman with a certificate, I believe it was a typographi=
cal error because I think what he meantwas a Health cer=
tificate, but even to be a milkman you would want a certi~
ficate, Parents nowadays do not like their childrento come
up the hard way, working without a proper education, I can
vouch for that because up to today I am a Justice of the
Peace and most people come to me for this and that, and
when I ask them to sign, some of thern say that they cannot
sign, It is mo fault of theirs, but they were unfortunate to
be born in that time when they had no one to see that they
had a proper education, or the parents themselves were not
in a position to send them to school,

I should say how I feel that the Government should
tackle this problem, Of course, they are not going to take
the time from me, but I am a representative of the people
and I should state my views as I see the matter, With re-
spect to the School Meals Service, this Government in~
tends to spend $258,500 on that service. Now, Sir, let us
think for a moment, Here it is that you are in a country
which has a Iot of children going to schools whose doors
you say should be closed, Idid notsay it; I heard that com=
ing from a Principal; I heard it from one who knows.
5,25 p.m,

This is how 1 feel that the Government should go about
it. Rather than spend this $258,500 at this moment for
meals alone and still having the children going somewhere
where the door should be closed, I think that that money
should be spent in another direction in the building of a
school or two more so as to take out the children who are
being robbed of a decent education and put them in these
places, 1 feel that this Government would be doing a good
job today if they just thought of that, When they were study-
ing the Plan for the School Meals Service, 1 do not know if
they knew that such conditions were existing in some of




‘e

592

these schools, If they knew that, I think that they might have
taken the road along which I am trying to go now, They
would have done a much better job to spend this money in
building a school or two and taking those children out of
the schools which will be closed, If we hear that these
schools should be closed and they still take this step, then
they will have to be blamed for it because it is not good
enough for a community to be told thatthings are not right
in certain places and the Government is sitting back and
allowing these things to happen, I am sure that this money
would go a long way to rehabilitating those children out of
those schools which should be closed.

It is of no use saying that the doors of these schools
should be closed and then these children cannot get any=
where to go., That would be a worse state of affairs, I am
saying that it would not be fair to those parents whose
children are not getting a proper education and still they
have to pay for it, while another class of children is get~
ting its education free and is getting free meals toe, I know
that every parent will try and tighten his belt in or-
der to provide lunch for his children; but I also know
that the fees charged at these schools are very hard
on some of these parents, If the education in the Gov~
ernment=aided schools is free and then a parent has
to pay as high as $24 per term for his children in
other schools, it will be much better and more justifiable
for every child to pay something and get a proper education
in aproper school, Ifeel that that should be done in order to
alleviate such conditions obtaining with these children,

The various speakers who spoke against theseprivate
schools did not say for what reason the schools should be
closed, I hear an hon, member say *‘robbery’*; but when the
hon, member who has just said ‘*‘robbery’* started his
school, he started in a small way too, Some of these pri~
vate secondary schools started in a small way: and if the
time had not come for them to be approved, those private
secondary schools would not have been approved either, be~
cause we have to creep before we canwalk, If one manages
to get out of the woods and then criticises others who are
still in the woods, well, that is his business. I am saying
that rather than spend this money in school meals, it should
be spent on getting more children in secondary schools, !
have not yet heard one single parent say that he cannot feed
his children, but Ihave heard the majority of the parents
say that the term fees are too high, On many occasions 1
have lent, or rather, given people money, because when
you lend anything you expect to receive it back; but I have
to give people money to pay the school fees for their chil-
dren, because there were some children whodid not pay the
last term fees and they were told that there would not be any
acceptance for them thisterm untilthey pay the last term's
fees, Of course, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I cannot help every-
body; but if a parent asks me to lend him money in order to
pay the school fees for his child, knowing the value of edu=
cation, it will be hard for me to refuse him. Ifeel that
rather than make one section of the public feel happy today
you should even up matters, and leteverybody’s child get a
proper education,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, the majority of these children who
are attending these private schools are from the poorest
class of parents, but it is a question of the fashion, I live
next door to you; you send your child to a secondary school,
your child and mine are very friendly and I will want to
send my child where your child is going, As a matter of
fact, my child will call uponme and say ‘‘I would like to go
to school where Emmie is going,' ThenIwill try to please
my child even if I displease myself.
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A parent with a soft heart would try to please the child
even if he displeased himself. The hon. senior member for
the City has praised this Government to the highest, I will
not do the praising yet; I will waitand see, I am not so un=
fair that if a person merits a thing not to give it; so I will
not do the praising too quickly, I will wait and see how
much will be done during this three-year period, If they do
good, I will say so, and ifitis the other way, I will say so,
This Plan only tells us what the Government would like to
do, but as soon as they get half way through this pro=-
gramme, then I will begin to think about praising them, The

hon, senior member for the City has reasons for praising
them,

In Part I of this Plan, Sir, it is stated that ‘‘the em=
phasis of this Programme is on speeding up economic
growth, The Government sets out to achieve this by taking
legislative and fiscal action to create the environment which
will encourage people to invest and by ‘pump-priming’ in-
vestment to provide the basis for further development by the
private sector,” That is very good, Sir,but I will still re-
mind this Government to be careful, because I have not
spoken to either one of the Directors of one of the local
industries in this Island, but from newspaper reports it
seems that they are very unhappy over the increased taxa-
tion on their product, I also read that they want to pack up
their grips and move out or sellout, If that is so, the ones
outside who would like to come in willnot come in, because
if after setting up an industry it has to close down through
taxation, investors outside will not want tocome in, It is not
the policy of the Government to keep out anybody, and L do
not know what will happen if the newspaper reports con=-
cerning this particular industry aretrue, lamnot a Direc=
tor of the firm, neither am!ashareholder, I may be a sup-
porter; so 1 do not know what they are doing. If by levying
the tax it is going to put them into competition with over=
seas trade, then wehave to be very careful if we want to en=
courage local industries. I am not offering this as a cri=
ticism, because I would like to see more industries come
to the Island. I would like the development of this country
to be as high as possible, You want a certain amount of
money to spend, and you must try and tax in such a way so
that everybody will bear it, Iunderstand that the particular
product is so near to the overseas product that people pre=
fer to use the overseas product thoughthereis a difference
in price, Thatis a very serious thing, because you would not
be encouraging what you want inthe Island, I am asking the
Government to go into the facts carefully and listen to these
people, and do not say itis too late for them to come to you
now,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, it is never too late to do a good
thing, If you have a yard boy at home and he says ‘‘Sir*’,
no matter how much in a hurry you are, you should look
back and hear what he has to say, although you have to pay
him, You should not ignore him because you have him to
pay or can tell him to leave, because e may be calling you
to save your life,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not like to interrupt the
hon, member, but I would just like to know on what part of
the Plan he is commenting,

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I called it out and
read the paragraph. I remember saying ‘Part I'*,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: What page is that?
Mr, SMITH: That shows you are not listening,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Are you still on the Indus=
trial Development Programme? If you are, you may con=
tinue,

Mr, SMITH: I am only throwing this out, Sir, to put the
Government on guard, because they have set out to encour=
age local industries and should not do anything to keep
them out,

On page 14, Mr, Deputy Speaker, itisstated that ‘‘in-~
come tax holidays will be extended totenyears for all ap=
proved new industries, and in the case of export industries
there will be a special reduction of the rates of profits tax
in order to improve the ability of these industries to com=
pete more efficiently in the markets overseas.*’ Here you
are doing everything to help these industries to compete
with the overseas markets, That is a very nice thing to do,
but if by taxation you hit them too hard, you would not be
encouraging them, Further, it says that ‘‘the rate of tax
will be reduced to over 12 1/2% onthe profits and dividends
of investment companies in respect of investments carried
out in the Island,’ Itake it, Sir, that an investment com=
pany is any company at all, because as soon as it is a com=
pany it must invest money, The hon, senior member for the




City just now raised aquestionand said he did not want the
Minister to reply, but I would like a reply on this companies
tax, I believe the hon, senior member for the City might
have been referring to the companies tax which already
stands at 40%, and he is glad to see that it will be reduced
to 12 1/2%, but I do notbelieveit is that, [ feel this refers
to other companies like Olds Discount or any Trust Fund,
where you take money from one person and lend it out, 1
would like the Hon, Minister to explainthat to me, because
1 do not believe it is the regular companies tax,
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1 am not altogether sure what thattax is because I have
not seen the last figures: but Iknow by that particular tax,
if you reduce it to 12 1/2%, that the type of coinpanies to
which that tax is applicable pay over $1 million in income
tax; therefore if you reduce itto 121/2%, you will be prac=
tically giving away $1 million, You are budgeting for a de-
ficit, You say that you want more money and you come in
with new tax proposals; yet you are still giving off $1 mil-
lionby this reduction in taxation, I really cannot understand
that and that is the reason why I would welcome a reply
from the Hon, Minister, If you want a dollar and you have to
levy on the people of this country so as to raise that dollar
and then in the same breath you are going to give away a
dollar, surely then, you could do withowt raising the dollar,
The hon, member said that it is not humanly possible to do
more when they do this, but Ibelieve that the hon, meinber
was thinking about the regular companies tax that has al=
ready been levied at 40%, I believe that the hon, member is
one of those big boys inthe money market or that he knows
it is that and he will be getting away too, I would like a re-
ply from the Hon, Minister relative to this particular tax
referred to on page 14 in paragraph four of this Plan, As
I have said, Icannotseeif youwant a dollar and you tax me
to get that dollar why youshould be giving away a dollar on
the other hand, It just does not seemto be right to me.

Now, Sir, I come to Housing. Onpage 23, it is written:

‘‘Population increase and the need to replace and im=
prove existing houses provides a need for about 2,000 new
houses a year, The average density per house is now about
four persons,

The policy for housing takes account of the above need
and the limited resources of the Island, The programme
proposed for tackling this problem involves construction of
new houses, slum clearance, loans for house building and
the encouragement of private investment in housing through
mortgage insurance and the promotion of building so-
cieties,”

Now, Sir, I knov the position is a tough one because
there are people who are still indire need of these homes,
When it comes to the need of houses = and I am referring
now to St, Joseph, the parish which I have the honour to
represent = long, long ago, there were negotiations for
two sites at Lammings Plantation, one for a housing scheme
and the other for a communal bath and latrine, The site for
the communal bath and latrine has beenprocured or bought
and the building has been put up and it has gone into opera=
tion, but nothing has been done about the particular site for
housing, That was hanging fire for a long time, since the
time of the last Government, lunderstand that the hitch was
that they could not find one of the owners of this particular
Plantation, but all the time the negotiations were going on,
Somehow, eventually they must have found the owner be~=
cause the other site has beenpurchased, and the communal
bath and lairine has been built,

Sir, since 16thJanuary, Igave notice of a question ask=
ing the Minister concerned at his earliest convenience to
make a progress report on the provision of a housing
scheme at Lammings Plantation inthe parish of St, Joseph.
That was since January and I have notseen nor heard any=
thing about it, In other words, the replyhas not been given.
This is Question No, 4, but it is the first under Questions
for Oral Answer on the Order Paper. Many questions have
been answered and I think the number of questions for oral
answers up to this time is ashighas 79 and 80; therefore,
something must be wrong that I cannot get a reply to my

question when all those up in70 and 80 have been answered
already,

I know that the Hon, Minister cannot be responsible for
this, but I know whenit washinted that a particular pasture
was going to be taken over by the Government to be turned
into a housing area, as soonas theowners heard of it, they
had it worked up and planted incanes, The only thing which
has stopped this particular plantation owner from working
up this piece is because itis mainly rock. I do not feel that
it is fair since January whenlaskedthat a progress report
be given me that a reply could not be given, It should be
given because it is important; it concerns housing and in
this Plan it tells youof the acute position of getting building
sites, I know that you do not want to use arable land for
building purposes: but when you come to one which is not
arable, just as that at Lammings Plantation, youshould act
on it with great speed, There are some people who are
living in back areas where it is a big trouble for a doctor
to get to them after seven or eight o'clock at night, es=
pecially when the rain falls, It is high time that we get up
and start acting on this matter so as to allow these people
to move on this land,

There is another question to this matter, Itis all right
for people around the City of Bridgetown to be building
houses for the people because most of the people are work=
ers in stores and suchplaces: butin the country the people
are not so given for the Government to build houses for
them, The average countryman wants his ownhome; there=
fore, it is only a question of getting a site for him to put it,
Therefore, Government would not have to go to the expense
of buying the site and tHen building a home for him, The
people only want to see that the site is there and they will
move at their own expense and will build at their own ex-
pense, The typical countryman wants his own house: he
does not want to live in any big wall house to be paying any
kind of rent,
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I believe that that is responsible for the ones at St,
Andrew, at Belleplaine, The people prefer to build their
own houses but it is only aquestionof the siting, The peo=
ple who live in these back areas feel that it is time that
something should be done to get them out of these places,
You only have to get the sites and those who have their
homes already in these difficult areas will move out, and
place their houses on the new sites, The Government will
not have to spend as much money if the people have the
sites, I was told by the people that they would like to build
their own homes; they are not so keenin going into the Gov-
ernment houses and paying rent for them, As a matter of
fact, the people now feel that they should not be paying
rent for houses; they want to own their own homes, Inn times
gone by, two families would be occupying a rented house
16 x 9; that house would be divided; but today these people
want to be by themselves, All the Barbadian wants is to
own his house, his shedroof and his kitchen and he will do
everything possible in order to get them, (41 P4USE).

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon, member is still on
his feet hut I do not hear his voice; does the hon, member
desire to continue speaking?

Mr, SMITH:; Mr, Deputy Speaker, youhave seen thax my
paper has dropped from me and I stopped to pick it up.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let the hon, member con=
tinve his remarks,

Mr. SMITH: Mr, Deputy Speaker, it is my right to
speak, On page 27 of the Development Programme under
the Heading ‘*Communal Baths and Latrine,’* this is what
is stated:-

*It is proposed that additional baths and latrines should
be erected for the use of the public in each parish according
to population densities,"’

Mr, Deputy Speaker, that sounds all right, but I think
that the Government should see fit to place a communal
bath and latrine in each district. When you deal with this
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question on a population basis, you will find that a particu~
lar district will have sufficient numbers to qualify it for a
communal bath and latrine, There are other districts which
camnot qualify for communal baths and latrines on a popula=
tion basis, but still those districts areentitled to have com=
munal baths and latrines. At Walkes Spring you have a
communal bath and latrine and not far from there you
have Prout’s Village and there is no such amenity there; 1

see that the people have to go to the standpipe and catch
buckets of water and go into the canes, These people are
not going to walk for all this long distance in order to get
to Walkes Spring where the communal bath and latrine is;
therefore there is where I say that each district should
have its own communal bath and latrine because there is
the necessity for it,

Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order, Mr,
Deputy Speaker, I hate to interrupt the hon, member, but I
have just risen to explain to himthat we know that there is
the need for a communal bath and latrine in every district,
but it takes a minimum of five thousand dollars to put down
a bath and latrine, We have earmarked the sum of $150,000
in the Development Programme for baths and latrines, In
these circumstances, the hon, member will agree with me
that it will be imperative to select the most densely popu=
lated areas first and instal these baths and latrines, It
does not mean that that is allwhich will be done, but that it
is all that can be done with the money which is allocated
for the purpose, Perhaps in another Development Plan we
may find another $250,000 and we can go a little further
with these baths and latrines, As it is now, we must erect
these baths and latrines where the population is greatest,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the Hon, Minister has
made his explanation, if the hon., member understands,

Mr, SMITH: No, Mr, Deputy Speaker, I am so dense
that I cannot understand, I quite appreciatethe reply of the
Hon, Minister, but I was drawing to his attention that the
installation of these baths and latrines should be per dis-
trict, If it is done on a population basis, only the largest
districts will get the benefit of these amenities, If you give
a bath and latrine to a large district then you can give one
of them to a small district too; that is so, because people
cannot be responsible for living inanareawhere the popu=
lation is small, In any case, these people want the same
bath and latrine as those who are living in a thickly popu-
lated area,

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we come now to the question of
playing fields, I do not know how far the Government is go=
ing with the Development Plan as far as the establishment
of playing fields is concerned; but I do know that a certain
amount of money for these playing fields comes from the
sugar industry. This is what is stated in this Plan in re=
spect of playing fields:~

It is proposed to provide aplaying field in St, Peter,”’

Mr, Deputy Speaker, I take itthatfor three years only
one playing field will be erected inSt, Peter, The Plan has
not gone on to say that one will be provided in St, Joseph
or in St, Andrew,
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I would not be so narrow as tothink of St, Joseph alone
because I represent that constituency, but I am sure that St,
Joseph, as well as other parishes, needs a playing field, and
it sounds small that in three years you are only going to
provide one playing field,

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: On a point of explanation, I do
not know if the hon. member was here on Tuesday night
when I explained the matter of playing fields, I pointed out
that because the sum of money is small, it does not mean
that something is not going to be done in the other parts of
the Island, Iexplained at that time that with the co~operation
of the Soil Conservation section through the Ministry of
Agriculture we will be levelling fields, because my con-
ception of a playing field is some place where people can
gather and enjoy themselves at games, I do not see the
necessity for putting up expensive pavilions which serve no
useful purpose and are abused, My ideaof a playing field is

— -

some place where people can go for recreation, and I ex=
plained that when I was speaking on these proposals on
Tuesday night, I pointed out that we are going to have the
co~operation of the Soil Conservation section in levelling
places, and the hon, member may note that we have plans
for taking over certain tenantries, and we are going to pro=
vide playing fields on some of these tenantries,

Mr, SMITH: I was not here when the hon, member
made that point; so I can onlygoby what is in front of me.
If the note had said that it is proposed to provide a playing
field in St, Peter and other places, I would not have asked
one question, because that would include St, Joseph, St.
Andrew, St. Lucy and other parishes; but it only says ‘‘it
is proposed to provide a playing field in St. Peter,”

Public pay telephones can be very useful, but you seem
to be installing them very slowly though they are needed
badly, Ore night, a man’s wife was ailing and the person
who had a telephone in the area also had a very sharp dog
which prevented him from getting a telephone call, and he
almost lost his wife., The owner of the dog would have given
him a call, but you cannot blame a man for keeping a dog
at his place, nor can youblame himfor not allowing some=
body to use his telephone, A telephone is as essential as a
doctor; so I would be very glad if the Minister would give
this priority so long as he has the money, and instal them
as fast as he possibly can so as to help these people, I am
bound as a politician to let people use my phone,

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: On a point of order, we in-
troduced a budget for the remainder of the vear, and the
hon, member would have noticed that $5,000 was ear=
marked for telephones to be installed in certain areas this
year, What more priority does the hon, member want? I feel
that if the hon, member has nothing to say, he can go ahead
and try to criticise something else; butitis clearly stated
that $5,000 will be spent in the next nine months, $5,000 in
the next financial year and $5,000 in the final year of the
Plan, 1 suppose the hon, member has not looked at the
Capital Estimates,

Mr, SMITH: If the hon, member carestocall it a cri=
ticism, he can; but 1 am not criticising, Does he want to
make a noise now? '

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: There will be no noisein this
Session.

Mr, SMITH: Why is he accusing me of criticising and
telling me to pass on if I have nothing to say? Is he telling
me what I must do? He does not even have a vote in St,
Joseph,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would like the hon. member
to continue with his remarks on the programme.

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Deputy Speaker, 1 know what happens
when one becomes a Minister, An amount of money could be
set out here for something and yet at this time next year two
telephones would not be installed, (Mr, BATSON: Was that
the policy of your Government?) Mr, Deputy Speaker, why
not ask the Chairman of Committees to set an example? He
knows he cannot talk across the Table whena member is on
his feet, That shows clearly that he does not know the Rules
of this House, He must set anexample if he knows his stuff,
but I know he does not know it, You are hearing more than
one voice, Sir,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Iamonly listening toihe hon,
member and I am only concerned with whathe says, unless
some other member gets on his feet, I am listening to you
most attentively and giving every other person a deaf ear,

Mr. SMITH: Then I must do sotoo, Sir. Today I heard
you say that more than one hon, member was speaking.

Mr. DEPUT Y SPEAKER: It was more thanIcould bear
then,

Mr. SMITH: Then we must ignore the asides of the hon,
senior member for St, Thomas,
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With regard to Workers® Resort Houses on page 28,
‘the Government will acquire beach land at a number of
sites to build resort houses consisting of two or three-
roomed cottages with children’s playgrounds to enable low
income workers to holiday by the sea withtheir families at
rates within their reach,' That is first-class, Sir, I feel
that the Government should buy these sites and hold them,
Instead of building these houses as resort houses and have
people knocking at the door asking for a house in which to
live, I think first things should come first, When a worker
goes to 4 resort house, he cannot stay there forever, He
can only go there for a month or two and return to his
mother~in~law’s or father~in=law’s house todraw up atone
side, and have to get up before and after times; so it would
be better if the Minister took it more seriously and pro-
vided people with houses to live in first, and then they can
go to these resort houses, You may spend a great sum of
money in building these houses, and asinthe case with the
houses in St, Andrew, you would have nobody to go into
them,
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There are lots of people who are stilllooking and who
want a house, }f the Hon, Minister does not know that, 1
know it, What is the good of building resort houses and
leaving people out at the door? That money can be spent
in helping people with houses first, Do not let the site get
away because the time will come when you can build your
resort houses, If you have as much money now that you can
build resort houses and give the people the necessary loans,
well, that is all right, Do both if you have the money; but 1
take it that you do not have the money to do everything, I
say that before yougo and spend the money in that direction,
see to it that every man and woman gets a house first,

The Minister can call it whatever he likes: but I say
that this is sound advice and commonsense because it is
for those people whom we want tohelp, and I think it is the
policy of the Government to help those who want help first,

Now, Sir, I still feel that the present Government has
left out something in this Programme, They have not left
it out entirely because I read inthis morning’s news that it
will be considered next year, not this year, There are some
Government pensioners who donothave homes and they are
exposed and nothing has been said even of increasing their
pensions, I have read in this morning's news a Press re=-
lease from the Hon, Premier stating that their pensions
would be considered next year, Those people were hard
working people, Those Government pensioners did a very
good job when their services were great and their salaries
small, They did it to the bestof their ability, They are now
retired and they are getting a very small pension, Some of
them are only getting $5 a month,

The Hon, Minister would not know thattheydid a very
good job because he does not know the time when policemen
got good blows while doing their jobs, Iremember one time
that they put a good beating onone and it was such a terri-
ble beating that milk was too hard for the poor fellow to
swallow, At that time, a policeman's salary was something
like $10 a month, I was a little boy and I used to hear of
Carrington's Village and one Archie Bounce, Those police=
men worked hard to keep things inorder and to protect the
people of this country, Now, they are thrown aside without
any bit of consideration, The last Government gave in=
creases to members of the Civil Service and this Govern~
ment is not giving any increases to anybody; so these peo-
ple will not be given consideration, The same way in which
you have made provision for a lot of things which are
needed, you could have made provision for these people be=
cause they are in need, I have seen nothing in this Plan on
which you are spending too lavishly, but these old people
still want some consideration and they want it now, Some=
thing should be done for them, They worked hard and in
some cases they did a better job than some now who are
getting handsome salaries, 1 know the present Government
would not have to give an increase of pension to them as a
catch, but I will still warn the Government that a lot of
themn can still vote, Do not think that because they cannot
work now they cannot vote, Even if they are blind, they
can tell the sheriff: *‘I want to vote for Smith,"’

Sir, you should give something to them now, because to
wait until next year, I am sure that some will pass out by
then, To wait until pext year, may mean rinning into the
following year and I am sure that it cannot break this Gov-
ernment if they give an increase to the pensieners. The
Government is not so far out financially that they cannot
add a little berry to those people’s pensions, If the Hon,
Minister tells me that by increasing the old age pensioners
by a little mite it would break the Government, I will
say “no", If the Hon, Minister tells me that he would not
stop it because it would not take so much money as to throw
the Government out of gear to give them an increase, I
would plead with him to ask the Government to agree to it
this year.

Sir, I am coming to the last point because I know that
hon, members want to leave and goelsewhere, Of course, [
do not have anywhere else to go, When I leave here, [ am
going horme, When the Hon, Minister of Education began to
speak on this Plan, he very wisely said that he had a clear
mandate from the people on his Manifesto and that the old
Government had only planned to spend $3 millionon Educa=
tion but he is spending $9 million on Education and his
Cabiner is united and that anything he asked for was given.
I do not think, if the Hon, Minister of Social Services should
ask for a berry for the pensioners, that they will take him
to task because there is unity now up Bay Street and it is
unity which would cause them to hold the Government; as
soon as they do not unite, ‘out goes them® too, If there is so
much unity, I am appealing to the Hon, Minister of Social
Services to ask for something for those pensioners. I am
sorry that the Hon, Minister of Education is not in his place,

Hon, A, DaC, EDW ARDS; Mr, Deputy Speaker, Irise on
a point of order, The hon, junior member for St, Joseph, by
the way he is putting it, implies that I am responsible in
asking for increases for Government pensioners, Iwantto
inform the hon, member that I do not have Government
pensioners under my portfolio,

Mr, SMITH: Because the Hon, Minister does not have
them under his portfolio, it does not mean that when he is
sitting in Cabinet he cannot ask for itfor them, If I were a
Minister, say Minister of Communications, and I saw some=
thing which was necessary for Government pensioners, 1
would raise the point,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: ¥ I interject, Ithink the Hon,
Minister is saying,rather thantoputthe blame on him, that
the Government is responsible for that, In other words, it
is not his portfolio, There is nothing to be attributed to the
particular Minister,

Mr, SMITH: I am asking him to raise the question,
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Hon. J. C, TUDOR: Cn a point of order, Mr, Deputy
Speaker, I am sorry to interrupt the hon, member, Like
my colleague, the Hon, Minister of SocialServices, this is
not my portfolio either: but I think I could tell the hon,
member that the Government has under very active con=
sideration this question of increasing the amount which
the Government pensioners now receive. In view of what is
taking place now, we find ourselves unable to do anything
about it for this financialyear but Ithink I can give the hon,
member the assurance that in the next financial year we
will get down to it,

Mr, SMITH: I thank the Hon, Minister for that, but I
will tell him that I am sure he will be there and when he
goes into this question he willfight for it from the time that
the Civil Servants got their increases, Thope the hon, mem-=
ber will do that, The hon, junior member for St. Andrew
might be a little timid in doing that but I am sure that the
hon. senior member for St. Lucy willdo it, Ido not think that
you were in your place,.eses

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I was in my place for hours
now.

Mr, SMITH: 1 did not mean you, Mr, Deputy Speaker,...
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Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER;: I can only be guided by the
words which you have used,

Mr, SMITH: What words did I use? Isaid that I did not
think the hon, senior member for St, Lucy was in his place,

Mr, DEPUT YSPEAKER: The hon, member is forgiven,

Mr, SMITH: I am asking the hon, senior member for
St, Lucy to make that increase for the Government pen-
sioners retrospective, I said that the hon, junior member
for St, Andrew might be a little timid to do so but I thought
thst the hor., senior member for St. Lucy would do it,

Mr., DEPUTY SPEAKER: Even the most intellectual
mak +{1' deny that be said something when he said ii, In
Jiat cast the 1catter can be dropped.

“1., SMITH: Then I ain dishonest and intellectual,

Jr, LEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon, member would not
ave v~ explaln if he said something and was not conscicus
that he had said it, I hope the hon, member nnderstands
C’earl: .

Mr, SMITH: Anyhow, now that the Hon, Minister is in
his seat, 1 do not think that you were in your seate..e.e

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The word ‘‘You' isdifferent
from the word *‘He'’, (Laughter),

Mr, SMITH: I do not think that the Minister was in his
seat, It has been said that the majority of private schools
should be closed, (ASIDES) Mr. BATSON: Youpromised to
be short.)

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot any longer have a
deaf ear to these asides; let hon, members refrain from
making asides,

Mr, SMITH: The hon, senior member for St, Thomas
is Chairman of Committees in this House and he should
help the Chair when he is not in the Chair,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have made my ruling,

Mr, SMITH: But the hon, member does not seem to
bhear you, I was making the point that it has been said by
some of the educational experts that some of these private
schools should be closed, I know that the Government does
not have money to spend just as it likes, because where
would the Government get this money from? The capital
cost of the School Meals Service is $258,500,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: On a point of order, When the hon,
member was making that point I was in my place, so that
the hon, member can spare us that,

Mr, SMITH: Well, I hope that the Minister has heard
all of that, We have to take these children out of those
schools which hon, members say should be closed; we
should do everything possible to put these children in pro=
per schools because everyone of the parents of these chil=
dren is called upon to pay taxes for the upkeep of these
schools, It is not fair that I am called upon to pay to edu=-
cate my brother’s child and I still have to pay for my own
child who is not getting the full benefit of education, Since
we are called upon to pay taxes on all the commodities
which we use, we should be able to get some assistance
from that taxation by way of our children being taken into
the secondary schools when the buillings are ready for
themn, I have heard some of the Principals of these private
schools say that others are robbers; well, since they are
robbers, do not let the parents be robbed any more,

Mr, CORBIN: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I havehad to exer~
cise some patience in sitting here today and listening to
the remarks which have been made by hon, members in
connection with this Development Programme, There is not
one hon, member who has risen and spoken who did not
agree with this Plan, Education is something whichis most
essential in this country today,

6.35 p.m,

The Government of any country should be responsible
for the education of the masses. Here in Barbados there are
4,000 children in Government secondary schools and 12,000
in private schools, and Imust say that it was an insult to the
community to see that the last Government kept the poor

children under great pressure, and tried todevelopevery-
thing except education. It is remarkable that some of the
children who go to Harrison College come out without cer=
tificates and the same is true with other Government
schools as with private schools; and in this Development
Plan, the Government has decided to build five Secondary
Modern Schools which means that the private schools will
automatically close, If 1 had the power, Sir, I would crown
all the headmasters of these school= with honouy, because
the last Government refused to teach these poor children,
and these headmasters opened their doors and educated
tein, Had it not been for these private schools, the Island
would be flooded with ignorant children,

There is a rumour going around that the present Minis=
&rs are wild, but wehave to bind ourselves together and be
-erv cireful. In the Plan, youhave setout a certain amount
of 1soney > =~ads and other roads, and I could not let it
pass withour making reference to the roads in St, Andrew,
There are thoucands of acres of land which are uncultivated
because e owoers cannot get out their canes, They have
w pay nearly - t:e 1 oney they make from the canes for
heading thein ¢ut. I therefore support the Government 100
percent in providing these roads in the parishof St, Andrew
and part of 51, joseph, especially where people have to head
canes from the fields,

The East Coast Road is long overdue and is going to
core into existence. This project will employ thousands of
people because several people are waiting for that road be-
fore builaing their houses, and they are engaging the land
on which to build, and 1 know that will create work for the
people, Eventually this Government will get a lot of taxa-
tion out of these houses; so LThopeeverybody in this Island
will agree to pay the taxes though they have been increased,
because we cannot get these facilities wiless we have the
money, 1 will support this programme and I am calling on
all categories of workers throughout the Island, from His
Excellency the Governor to the ordinary worker,togive an
honest day's work for an honest day's pay, That is the only
possible means of getting the wheels of progress to go for=
ward, I would like to know when we are pushing that the
others are pushing also and not pulling another way, I am
sure, Sir, that the Government will make a success of this
Three Year DevelopmentPlan, I know that the Ministers are
going to get behind the people and getthe job done, because
we know these things are long overdue and the Government
is going to see thatthe work is done, This will also provide
a means of relieving unemployment in this country, I have
nothing more to say, but I will remind the Governrment of
the statement to the effect that its members are vild, A
trap is set to catch wild animals, and we hope that the per=
son who said it will be caught in his own trap, I thank you,
Sir, for your patience,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Ithink that
anything that should have been said in reply to remarks
made by hon, members has already been said, and there is
no real fundamental opposition to the principle of the Plan,
Most of the Opposition spokesmen contented themselves
with merely suggesting what they thought should have been
done or could have been done to improve the utility of the
Plan, They can rest assured, Mr, Deputy Speaker, that ap=
propriate attention will be paid to their comments in due
course and that the Government will certainly consider very
seriously all the practical suggestions which have been
made by hon, members on both sides of the Table in order
to improve the value of this Plan to the community,

The question that this Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the aoffirmative without division.

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, that

concludes Government Business for today,
ADJOURNMENT

The Order Paper having been fixed.

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, 1beg to
move that this House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 10th
July, at 2,30 p.m,

Hon., C., E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division, and Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned
the House accordingly.

6445 p.m.,






