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THE 

House of Assembly Debates 

(OFFICIAL REPORT) 

HOUSE 0 F ASSEMBLY 

Wednesday, 20th June, 196g. 
m s u a n t  to the adjournment, the House of Assembly 

met at 2.30 o'clock today. 

His Honour E .  L. CARMICHAEL, J.P., (Deputy 
Speuker); Mr. L.E. SMI'IH, J.P.; Mr. F. E. MILLER; 
Hon. C. E. TALMA, (Minister of  4gnculture, Lands and 

Fisheriesk Hon. J. C .  TUDOR,  M.A., (Minister o f E h c a -  

don); Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON,  (Minister o f Communica- 
tions, Works, Housing and TourismJMr. R. StC. WEEKES,  

J.P.; Mr. G. V. B4TSON (Chairmm o f  Committeesh Mr. 
N .  W .  BOXILL; and  Hon. 4 DaC. E D F A R D S ,  (Minister o f  
So cial Services). 

Prayers were read. 
ORDER PAPER 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Ibeg to mow 
that the Order Paper for Tuesday, 19th June, 1962 be the 
Order Paper for today's sitting. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

f i e  question was  put and resolved in the offirnative 

without division. 

STANDING ORDERS 5, 14, 16 & 18 SUSPENDED 

Hon. J, C. TUDOR: I beg to move the suspension of 
Orders Nos. 5,14, 16 and 18for the remainder of the day's 
sinin& 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that, 

The question was put and resolved in the offinnative 
without division. 

ORDERS TRANSPOSED 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I rise to ask 
4 that Order No. 2 be the first Order of the Day. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would liketo ap- 
peal to the Deputy Leader of the House that we defer our 
discussion on ttre W h i t e  Paper for some time and I am hop- 
ing that you w i l l  accept i t  with good grace. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Sir, I should have made a motion 
and Inowdo so. I beg to move that Order No. 2 be  the 
f irst  Order of the Day. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question..,, 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I rise on a point 
of order. 1 did not know that it was your intention to put the 
motion. I am simply asking the Deputy Leader of the House 
to give the country a little timeto discuss tfr: White Paper 
before discussing i t  in tNs Chamber. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: It seems to me that the hon. mem- 
ter has not yet found his Order Paper. Let him look at the 
Order Paper. 

Mr. MILLER: I remember that. Iknow that there is no 
Order Paper printed for today and the Deputy Leader of the 
House has just requested lea- to proceed with Order No. 
2. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: If the hon. member had k m  in his 
place, he would have heard that I moved that the Order 
Paper for yesterday become the Order Paper for today's 
sinicg. 

The question that Order No. 2 be taken a s  the first 

Order o f  the Day, was  put and resolved  in the affinna- 

t ive without division. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I beg to move that Your Honour do 
now leave the Chair and that the House go into Commit- 
of Supply. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
The question was  put and resolved in the affirmative 

without d i d  sion. 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER lef t  the Chair and the House 

went in to  Committee o f  Supply, Mr. R 4  TSON in the Chair. 
2.45 p.m 

RESOLUTION FOR $1186 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Chairman, inmoving 
the passing of this Resolution, I would liketo point out that 
on the 21st October, 1961, Mr. Henry Stockman came to 
Barbados for the purpose of advising the Government as to 
bow best its resources might be used incarrying out a sys- 
tem of social security. At the time of Mr. Stockman's ar- 
rival, i t  was a question ofpurchasingfurnitureto equip the 
office which h e  temporarily occupied. It was not convenient 
at tk time to purchase h furniture and therefore that 
furniture had to be rented at the rate of $467 a month. At 
the end of Mr. Stockman's investigation -or when his tour 
was ended - it was f o d  that it would have taken a wn- 
siderahle sum of money to pay for the rental of the furni- 
ture and t h t  the cost of the furniture was $1,186. In the 
circumstances, it was decided to purchase the furniture 
which could be used for equipping the offices of other ex- 
p e n s  who may come to Barbados from- to time. Inas- 
much as no rental was paid for the furniture tk Govern- 
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ment decided that i t  would be wise to purchase it. This 
matter is clearly set out in the Addend urn to this Resolution, 
I hardly think that hon. members would disapprove of the 
purchase of this furniture; Itherefore beg to move that this 
Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask the 
Hon. Minister a few questions on this Resolution before the 
question is put to the vote. The Addendum states this: 

'Wow that Mr. Stockman's assignment in Barbados has 
ended, it is proposed that the furniture and equipment pro- 
vided for him and his staff should be purchased and retamed 
for the use of experts and advisers who are  engaged by the 
Government from time to time." 

I would like the Hon. Minister to tell me (a) whether 
they have any advisers or experts in the island who would 
be using this furniture and (b) ifit is the Government's in- 
tention to keep this furniture in these rooms until such time 
as an expert or adviser comes to this island. One would 
think that there are  many departments in which we could 
use this furniture. I would be glad if the hon. Minister would 
give me some information as to this point. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, before the Hon. Minis- 
ter replies, I would like to say that, looking at this Adden- 
dum, it states that Mr. H. W. Stockman, the Social Security 
Expert, recently visited Barbados. I have nothing against 
these experts; what I would like to know is when are we 
going to get any Reports from theseexperts who come here 
from time to time. hIr. Stockman has beenhere and he has 
left; I do not know if he has written a Report, but I do know 
that he came here with a view to investigate and go into 
some arrangement in relation to socialsecurity. Wedo not 
want to have experts on top of experts. I have just received 
from the Government another proposal for another body of 
experts to investigate some aspect of social security con- 
fined to the sugar industry. I thinkthat the Premier knows 
my views on this matter and I w i l l  state them here. My 
Union is not satisfied with the idea that a scheme was 
drawn up for the sugar workers of Barbados more than 
three years ago and the matter is still to be investigated. 
We do not need anybody to investigate matters in relation 
to which we ourselves know what we want. We are  capable 
of saying what we want; we know what we want and we know 
what the workers are  in need of. Even if we start sorne- 
thing on a modest scale now, let us do something and let 
the experts say what else can be done. 

The last Government has had this matter under con- 
sideration; the new Government has it under consideration 
and I am saying that we are  growing tired and restless in 
waiting. I would like to make it w r y  broad and clear that 
the 1963 sugar crop wi l l  not be operated until the scheme 
is put into operation, because we are dissatisfied with the 
idea of the people in the sugar industry having to wait on 
this matter all along. The last Government dilly-dallied 
with i t  We were told that Mr. Stockman is an expert; he 
has k e n  here, he has left andhehas not told us one word. 
We started something at the Port withoutthe assistance of 
any expert; we have a scheme by means of which the em- 
ployers have to provide 2% of the basic wages of workers. 
We have started the scheme and we can pay out some 
money. We say: let us start and do something and do not b t  
us wait on these experts. These experts delay for too long. 

I think that the Government should have a very bold and 
frontal policy. If we are  not infavour of the Report, we can 
say that we are not in favour of it or otherwise. I am not 
saying anything about the furniture which they are  about to 
get; I myself will buy that furniture, if the Government does 
not want it, because we want some at the Union and the 
furniture does not look to me as ifit is very expensive. On 
the question of the expert, I have said what I have said be- 
cause 1 expect to leave the island tomorrow and I think i t  
would be a good thing if the Government is made aware, in 
a general way, of the feelings of a very important organiza- 
tion like the Barbados Workers' Union, where socialsecuri- 
ty is concerned. I am surethat Ihave never asked the Gov- 

ernment to institute a total social security scheme in Bar- 
bados because I am a practical man. With the unemploy- 
ment figure to the tune of 3f i  or 3 s .  you just cannot do 
that. I am not asking anybody to believe that you can in- 
stitute a total social s=urity scheme in Barbados with the 
unemployment situation as it is at present because al l  of us 
would have to stop working. 
2.45 p.m 

With thirty percent of the people unemployed, you just 
do not have the amount of money being thrown up by the 
working population to take care of those who are not work- 
ing. For that reason I am one of those people who, a s  the 
workers' representative, say to each branchof the workers 
that until such time as these broader measures can be in- 
stituted, each group of workers mustbeprepared to under- 
write a type of social security benefit within the framework 
of the industry or trade in which they operate. We had this 
in the Port, and told the workers that they are  in a position 
to contribute; we told the Bulk Sugar people that they should 
contribute and we told the Sugar Industry people that we felt 
they wuld make a contribution. 

W e  feel on this question of experts that it gives de- 
pendency to Government, and waiting to b r  what the ex- 
perts say creates a delay which brings on danger. I hope the 
Government will  understand that the Union has k e n  ex- 
tremely patient. W e  have waited three years for this, and I 
do not think it would be saying too much that in any person's 
lifetime, three years is a long time. Some of these people 
have gone to the Great Beyond, and we would like to be able 
to bring about something before the others go. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Clairman, inanswer to 
the hon. junior member, I would like to inform him that at 
present, to the best of my knowledge, there are no tempor- 
ary experts in the Island, and the three rooms used for of- 
fices by Mr. Stockman are now occupied by the Government 
Electrical Department. The furniture was taken from these 
three rooms, and what could be  stored without any sort of 
deterioration are  stored at the new General IlospitaL The 
typewriter, which of course should be in use occasionally, 
is being used by one of the Government rkpartments alter- 
nately with other typewriters, so that it would be kept in 
proper repair. 

In answer to the hon. senior member for S t  Peter, I 
would like to inform him that the Report has not yet been 
received from Mr. Stockman, but it will not be kept away 
from hon. members of this House when it becomes avail- 
able. We do not believe in refusing to let hon. members 
know what is in any Report. When this Report shall have 
been received, it will be carefully gone into by the Gov- 
ernment and hon. members willknow what is recorded in it. 
I hardly think there w i l l  be any clashes between the social 
security scheme which is planned and the various funds of 
the sugar workers. W e  can only await Mr. Stockman's Re- 
port which we hope w i l l  be received in the not too distant 
future. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, am I right in hearing 
the Hon. Minister say that he has not received the Report? 
I ask that question because 1 thought we were told at one 
time that Mr. Stockman was not tomakea Report, but was 
only to advise. Within recent years, some of the experts 
who came here made it quite clear that they were not mak- 
ing Reports, but were only advising the Government, and 
some of us in this House r a i d  thequestion as to whether 
that was the correct thing to do, because no one knew 
whether the tben Government would b e  changed, and i t  was 
not thought advisable that they should pay somebody just to 
come and advise them. Am Irightinsaying that there is to 
be no Report or  that there is going to be a Report? When I 
was on the other side of the House, I remember distinctly 
that the Government said there would be no Report, and I 
think the hon. member should clarify that position for us, 
because if the advice is not in writing as in a Report, we 
would not know what advice has been given. I would like to 
hear th Minister explain that. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARIX: Mr. Chairman, I should like 
to tell the hon. senior member for thecity that Mr. Stock- 



man is send@ a Report; he can only advise on a Report. I 
should like to point out quite cbarly rhatthLs is not advice 
given to any particular Government Minister for his own 
personal use, as was done in the case of the Gilletbe Re- 
port  This is advice given for the benefit of this Honourable 
Chamber and the people of Barbados, and Iwant to make it 
crystal clear that when this Report is received, it w i l l  be 
gone into by us and hon. members will know what is in the 
Report. 

Mr. HUSBANDG: Mr. Chairman, this Resolutionseeks 
to provide the sum of $1,186 for furniture and equipment. 
The Addendum says that ''three rooms, furnished and 
equipped, were provided to accommodate Mr. H, W. 
Stockman, the Social Security Expert who recently visited 
Barbados, and his staff. Now that Mr. Stockman's assign- 
ment in Barbados has ended, it is proposed that the furni- 
ture and equipment provided for him and his staff should be 
purchased and retained for the use ofexperts and advisers 
who are engaged by the Government from time to time." 

Am I to understand, Mr. Chairman, that this furniture 
which was provided to accommodate Mr. Stockman and his 
staff was on ban or rentalbeforeand has not been paid for 
yet by some arrangement? One hardly thinks that this 
furniture is going to be paid for again; that would be ab- 
surd, but a s  the Addendum reads, it is not clear. It seems 
rather unusual to me that the gentleman should reach the 
end of his assignment, and you are now purchasing this 
equipment and retaining it. I would like to know if it was on 
loan or on long credit and you are now asking for money to 
pay for i t  
3.05 p.m. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, Wore  the Mnister re- 
plies, I think I can give s o d  information in this matter. 
Perhaps the Hon. Minister in charge would know all abu t  
this matter, but fortunately for me the position is that I have 
handled this matter myself. The decisionwas takenthat we 
take over and pay for this furniture. Wewere not quite sure 
then what would be the position, so we did not purchase it 
at the time; we said that we would note it for the future. We 
decided later to purchase ttre furniture. The Hon. Minister 
did the right thing because it would come in useful irnrnedi- 
ately for the new HospitaI. The Hon. Minister did not ex- 
plain this matter fully at the beginning. Itelephoned myself 
and arranged it  with Mr. Stockman. 

Sir, it was a question of using $3,000,000 on Poor Re- 
lief or handing out some old garments from a clothing or- 
ganisation. There was only one request made to Mr. Stock- 
man. We told him: "Go and tell us what to do with this $3 
million which i s  distributed in Poor Relief so that we can 
use it in a scheme of Social Security." Mr. Stockman has 
left his recommendations. 

The Hon. Minister of Social Services is running into 
some trouble today. I do not know what he i s  talking about. 
He cannot even explain it. I handled it myself. You have 
decided to buy furniture and I would say that you did the 
correct thing. 

I repeat, you want the Report fromMr.Stockman. (Mr. 
WALCOTT: What for l) That is the reason why he was 
brought here. You want to use it to the advantage of the 
country. You are dealing with a world expert who is ac- 
knowledged by United Nations. The hon. senior member for 
St. Peter goes from here to sit with I.L.O. twice a year and 
every now and then somebody is coming to him for his ex- 
pert knowledge on Trade Union matters. Every year, the 
hon. senior member for St. Peter travels around the world 
and every now and then he leaves the country to advise 
somebody i n  another country with his expert knowledge. 

Mr. WAKOTT: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a point of 
order. I amsurethatthehon. junior member for St. George 
was not quoting me - because Ihave not discussed tk Re- 
port at all - by saying that we did not need the expert. 

I was making a specific point in relation to the Govern- 
ment on specific matters on which I say that you did not 

need an expert to tell us if we should have a fund in the 
sugar indus~y for tbse workers at thePort.1 do not want 
an expert to tell me what to do on fundamental issues. 

Mr. Stockman is coming to investigate a scheme which 
we are now carrying on by which we can have money to give 
sugar workers as a resultofthechangein the sugar indus- 
uy. I do not wantMr.Stockman, LL.0. or  any ldnd of L.O. 
to tell me what to do. What the hon. member has said - and 
what I told the 'non. senior member for the City yesterday - 
is that the last Government was so obsessed with the hon. 
senior member for the City spending $2 million on Poor 
Relief that they would spend any amount of money in order 
to stop that member from doing whatheliked. It is not my 
business if you are going to spend money to do that. I said 
that soon they may bring down an expert to say that l have 
too much power and pass some law to stop me. I say that 
kcause as  soon as people get in power, they want to stop 
the people who have power too. It is a good thing that the 
world i s  likethis. Ifeverybody loved one woman, what would 
happen? It is a good thing that the world is like this because 
some dislike some and others dislike others, and it  i s  a 
good thing too. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Sir, the hon. junior member for St. 
George said something to the effect that I would not like 
the Report and that Ihad $1 million under Poor Relief. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a point of order. 
I am asking the hon. member not to misquote me. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Sir, did the hon. member say that I 
did not want the Report? What have I just asked? I explained 
that I met Mr. Stockman. Ihave always advocated that if we 
are spending any money on any expert coming down here, 
it was the peopb's money: and therefore if the expert came 
down here and his hotel fees and board are paid by us, the 
Report should be forthcoming for the benefit of the people. 

I remember when Mr. Cadbury was here that he said: 
"I am not here to write a Report: I am here to advise the 
Government." Ialso remember Mr. Stockman saying that 
he was here to advise tbe Government. It struck me 
strangely at the time. Therefore, it was news to me to hear 
ttn? Hon. Minister of Social Services saying that as soon as 
they got to the Report they will release it. I simply asked 
if that was  the Report from Mr. Stockman. The last Gov- 
ernment said, when they brought down an expert, that he 
was there to advise the Government and not to write a Re- 
port, W of us in Barbados would be interested to see how 
Mr. Stockman would k abhe to tell us how to work a form 
of scxialsecurity. For the hon. member's information, 
social security is not c o n e d  withwhether you are Con- 
servative or  whatever your political views are. When Mr. 
Stockman was  here I showed him what we had on it from 
Chicago. As amatteroffact, he had figures from t b  Re- 
gistry and the other Departments which were incorrect. 
W e  took him through the Civic and showed him figures as 
he compared them with what he had from the Government 
Savings Bank. 
3.15 pm. 

Then in discussion he said "1 am merely here to ad- 
vise the Government." I really advocate that as long as  you 
bring anybody out here, whatever they do is to be reported 
for the benefit of the general public. 

Mr. HUSBANIS: Mr. Chairman, I hope that the Hon. 
Minister has the answers to the questions which I have 
asked. There were things which have had no bearing on the 
questions which I have asked. I hope the Minister willnot 
forget my qllestions and will be willing to give the replies 
to them. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARIE: Mr. Chairman, I was rising 
to answer the questions askwl by the hon. junior member 
for St. Peoer and the hon. junior member for St George 
thought that I needed kelp from him. Ido not need any help 
from tbe hon. member; I am quite capable of carrying out 
my portfolio and fulfilling the functions of it. I do not be- 
lieve in going around like a canary or a fowl cock; you wit- 



When I pointed this out to the Premier of Trinidad in 
December 1961, he said that no delegate tothe Conference 
in hndon in May, 1961 had taken the trouble to point out 
the statistics of Barbadian migration, because i t  would have 
made the mattcr mucheasier for him. The problem of free- 
dom of movement is no problem at all; a man does not 
leave a country where  he has relatives - and I think, per- 
haps, the hon. senior member for St. Peter can describe 
this kind of peripatetic existencein a better way than I can. 
A man does not leave a country where he can sleep at an 
aunt one night, at a brother-in-law another night and get a 
free meal from a cousin and so on. That kind of individual 
can at least work out a way of living without its being 
obvious that he is unemployed. He will take part in argu- 
ments around the street corner. When a fellow is out of a 
job he w i l l  go into a shop and have his argument, A fellow 
w i l l  not buy a ticket and fly to Trinidad just because Trini- 
dad is in association with us. I pointed out these things to 
the Premier of Trinidad and he said that nobody had brought 
these matters to his attention, but it is something which he 
should have been able to reason out himself. 

The reason why I have spent a little time on this as- 
pect of an association of States under a federal system is 
that we decided that immediately on the establishment of 
a Federation, there wiU be free movement of people and 
goods within the eight territories. Because we made that 
point as to the conditions of an association, there is a body 
of opinion in Barbados adopting the same kind of l imi ted  
imagination that induced the Government of Trinidad to 
think that freedom of movement will immediately bring 
about an invasion from outside. Right now in Barbados the 
managers of sugar estates have had to rely on labour from 
some of the neighbouring territories likeSt. Lucia, in order 
to get the crop brought into the factories. Let us face that 
situation. Right here in this island we have no freedom of 
movement. We have restricted immigration laws; and as 
regards the migration of people from one part of the globe 
to the other, that does not depend on what you write into 
any constitution. Right there in the United States of Ameri- 
ca i t  is easier for a camel to go through a needle's eye 
than for a West Indian toenter the United States of Ameri- 
ca. We a re  limited from this island of Barbados to a total 
of 100 persons per annurn under the McCarran Act of 1952. 
About eight dozen persons who have relatives or persons 
who are  willing to sponsor them are  able, if they want, to go 
to the United States of America. That i s  what Mr. McCarran 
decided. There are  people in the United States of America 
today, people without passports, one thousand three hundred 
workers who have entered the United States under contract 
in order to get off some of the crops in Florida, Wisconsin, 
Connecticut and other places. Similarly in St. Lucia; they 
had to send people to work in the Dock Yard. There is no 
problem about freedom of movement; Trinidad and Jamaica 
took to the hills and said that they would not work for their 
masters anyrnore; there are  those who sent 17,000 miles 
to China for people to work in the West Indies and now they 
say that the West Indies are  over-populated. When you have 
people like the last Government talking about Barbados be- 
ing over-populated, I have deliberately told them, and I wiU 
continue to tell them, that any Government has got to plan 
for a population of 400 thousand people, no matter what 
kind of restrictions you have. If you were to put a police- 
man in every bed - in relation to all the children in the next 
fifteen years, all of those of childbearing agehave already 
been born. We know what kind of births we will  have in the 
next fifteen years. Do not let us beperturbed about people 
having too many children in the West Indies, as we say. 
This problem was created by rapacious capitalism which 
had m regard for people's living standards, and people 
were only concerned about getting cheap labour to work on 
the plantations. They went to China and India and trans- 
planted them to the West Indies to work. Nobody has ever 
gone to China to bring people to work iil the United Kingdom 
and therefore they cannot adopt this attitude. Having de- 
tribalized them, they took away their religion and culture 
and then they tell u s  that we do not know how to manage our 
problems. 
4.55 p.m 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, after having been invited by the 
Right Honourabk Reginald Maudling, Secretary of State 

for the Colonies, to come one by one between the 14th and 
19th to discuss the individual attitudes of these Islands 
towards a new association consequent upon the Jamaican 
Referendum and expression of tkir intention to secede, 
on 19th January, 1962, the Chief Ministers of the Windward 
Islands, the Leeward Islands and myself withtheother dele- 
gates from the territories, went to the Governor General's 
residence m bloc ,  not individually, having notified thesec- 
retary of State that we had nothing to discuss with him in 
private that w e  could not discuss in frontof all the others, 
and when we arrived at the meeting with the Secretary of 
State, Mr. Deputy Speaker, we had in front of us a docu- 
ment which set out clearly that the representatives of the 
Governments of the Windward Islands, the leeward Islarids 
and Barbados had decided - not that we were asking per- 
mission; it is  very important when you have aspirations of 
nationhood that you should make decisions and you should 
not ask questions, and that is why lenjoined the hon. senior 
member for the City of Bridgetown yesterday to stop asking 
questions and make up his mind which side he w a s  on - to 
form a new Federation. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is not a day in which you ask 
questions or permission for anything. This is tleday when 
the people of Africa have demonstrated clearly tothe peo- 
ple of the West Indies that the West Indians are dying from 
respectability and bowing and scraping to their imperial 
masters. The people of Africa have demonstrated that the 
way to get your desire is to take your destiny firmly in 
both your hands. There are  middle-class West Indians with- 
out any cultural background, without any interest in the so- 
ciology of their countries, without any interest in man- 
kind, strutting about the place like an army of occupation 
thinking that they are superior to the people in Africa, 
and the people in Africa have joined thecomity of Nations 
and are  sitting around the Table at the United Nations on an 
equal footing with the people from the Metropolitancount- 
ries who formerly presided over their destinies. What we 
need here in the West Indies when it comes to matters of 
this kind, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is a re-orientation of our 
outlook. 

In some countries, they have got very far. If a news- 
paper had published the kind of nonsense that I saw in one 
of our daily newspapers this week concerning the aspira- 
tions of the people of the West Indies, throwing scorn on 
these aspirations, the Editors and Directors of that news- 
paper would have had to leave the country, because these 
people have suffered too long to allow people to fool around 
with their destinies and fiddle while Rome is burning. I am 
only making a statement of what has actually happened that 
anybody can check on. I am not inciting anyone to go and do 
likewise, but I am only pointingout topeople who enjoy the 
hospitality of our countries here in the West Indies, who do 
not want to wash dishes or scrub floors in the United 
Kingdom or in other metropolitan countries, but who want 
to bask on the beaches here in the West Indies, that they 
must be very careful how they go about the world indulging 
in the same kind of iniquitous behaviour that they mt 
away with in places like Barbados. The inferences were 
clear. 

There are a lot of Fascists in this Island. It is not 
Communism we have to be careful about; i t  is Fascism, 
because the dividing line between some of the Conserva- 
tism which passes for respectabilityinthe West kdies and 
Fascism is a wry slender dividingline, and you even have 
some so-called Socialists in the West Mies who a re  not 
very far from totalitarian Fascism, AllthisIam saying in 
respect of our fimre nation, because you cannot built ma- 
terial for a nation out of the kind of inferior metal that I 
see drifting about the place here in Barbados and in other 
places. All classes of the community, allsectionsof these 
communities, all income groups and everyone wbo U w s  
in the West Indies must pullhis W&&. You cannot appro- 
bate and reprobabe; you cannot have all the advantages of 
living i n  a climate like this, in Iiving in a free political 
atmosphere such as we enjoy with the right to exercise 
your vote in ademocratic way, and stilltry to run down the 
country in which you live, whether yoube a politician going 
W to England and encouraging people not to in- money 
in the West Mies, or  whether youbea Socialite inside one 



of these Islands just writing silly articles to the newspapers 
deaigrating the masses of people, or making silly jokes 
about them or taWg at cocktail parties in disparaging 
tones about their fitness to do this or to do that, as  the bon. 
senior member for St. Peter demonstrated so clearly in 
his debate yesterday ew- 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, these people will wake up one of 
these mornings in the same way as Marie Antoinette woke. 
up. They had a rude shock in 1937. They o* to be eter- 
nally grateful to people like myself who keep on warning 
them; rhey are so far out of touch with the aspirations of 
the peoples and the sufferings of the peoples that ollght 
to be grateful that there are people like us around here in 
this Chamber who are prepared to preach constitutional 
development and economic advancement; because if W e  
were not people like u s  in this Chamber, the safety valve 
would have blown off long ago. A word to the wise. They 
ought to be very careful how tbey attackthe elected repre- 
sentatives of the people, because we arethepeople who by 
our respect for the rule of law and our respect and regard 
for Parliamentary democracy, whether it be  Mr. Bird in 
Antigua, Mr. Joshua in St. Vincent, Mr. Le Blanc in Ibrnin- 
ica, Mr. Southwell in St. Kitts, Mr. Brambk in Montserrat 
or old Uncle Gairy and all in Grenada, we are the people, 
no matter how flambuoyant son*! of us may be in our be- 
haviour patterns, who by trying to brid* the gap in a 
constitutional manner between the submerged one-tentb 
of the population and the slumbering one-tenth, atlow them 
to go to sleep safely in their beds a d  wake up without any 
fear the next morning; and it illbeboves anyone of them in 
the columns of the Press or otherwise to uy to wreck the 
effortskirgmade by ttre leaders of the Islands to bring 
rhemtogetbr in amoqg, economic unit which will be able 
to stand on its own b t  rader a Federal constiNtion, 
5.05 p.m 

It may have surprised the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies because here you had eight West Mian leaders 
and their advisers telling the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies that we had decided on a Federation which would 
have a Customs Union, whichwould havefreedomof move- 
ment and that a large number of administrative functions 
of the Unit Government would be transferred to a strong 
Central Government. 

On the 26th February, as youknow, Sir, in  this Cham- 
ber we had the spectacle of the opening of a conference of 
the leaders of the Eight territories unfettered by the inter- 
ference of the Colonial Office. This was our conference 
and we elaborated on the decisions which we had made in 
January, 1962. We dotted the 'Li"s, crossed the '4"s and 
held discussions right up to the 3rd March - that was from 
the 26th February up to 3rd March - and we presented a 
blueprint for a new Caribbean Federation. While we were 
carrying on this exercise, the leaders of the dying Federa- 
tion were masquerading about the streets of Londonplaying 
'Ole Mas', as they say, in  an attempt to do three things. The 
first was to prevent the people of Jamaica from getting 
their independence -which was nonsense; the second was to 
prevent the people of Trinidad from getting their indepen- 
dence - which was equal nonsense; and the third was to pose 
as the champions of the very people whom they ignored 
for these long years and to masquerade in  the role of 
saviours of the Federation - which was absurd nonsense. 
The British people had the good sense to treat them with 
the contempt which they so rightly deserved, a contempt 
which was heightened by the fact that these people had 
danced on the hopes of the West Indian people by taking 
money that belonged to the West Indian people and voting 
severance pay or separation allowance, call it what you 
like, for themselves in fantastic sums. 

The Federal Dissolution Act, c ~ W  the West Indian 
Act, was passed in London on 18th April, 1962, when it 
received the Royal Assent. It had been introduced in the 
House of Commons and the House of Lords some time 
around 6th February, 1962. The Secretary of State for the 
Colonies on 16th &ri& 1962 a~ounced that Her Majesty's 
Government had carefully considered the recommendations 
which had come from the Conference of Chief Ministers 
held under the chairmanship of the Premier of Barbados 

and after scrurlnfsing tb documnt, Majesty's Gotr 
ernment had wrne to the wnclusion that a Federation of- 
fered the best solution to the economic and other probkms 
of these Islands. W e  are very pleased that the British 
Goverment saw eye to eye wirh the leaders of these ter- 
ritories. 

I have always been a federationist I do not think a 
unitary state would do anything more than create more 
problems in these areas. I will continue to be a federa- 
tionist, in so far as the West Indies are concerned, because 
I think our background and geographical and other matters 
of that kind naturally make the West Indies suitable for a 
federal system of Government 

What do you mean by a federal system of Government? 
I am not at all unaware thatto a certain age group in Ear- 
bados - people of 50 years and upwards, let us ray - the 
word, Federation, connotes some civil commotion, strife 
and disorder. It has passed into the Barbados language in 
that manner because the grandmothers and great aunts 
of those persons in that age group have told them about the 
Federation Riots which we had in Barbados at the time when 
Pope H e m s e y  was Governor of this Lsland, some 100 
years ago; and despite the fact that those riots took place 
in Barbados over 100 years ago, the people of this Island stiU 
refer to a quarrel at a standpipe, whenever anybody joins 
in, as "federation down the road". Federation, therefore, 
had had an evil connotation in the minds of peace-loving 
people in Barbados and it was not surprising to me, coupled 
with the Mifferent educational campaign on the subject 
prior to the Federal Elections in 1958, that less than 23% 
of the ehxorate of this Island turned out to vote in these 
elections. & a matter of fact, Sir, it is not surprising 
that a large number of people, when they heard that there 
was going to be a Federal Election, bolted themselves 
securely in their houses and refused to go out even to get 
a bucket of water at the pipe. 

Our West Indian Leaders had their rrlinds more at- 
tuned to the attractions of high office than to the education 
of their own peoples. On 23rd May, a Federal Order-in- 
Council dissolving the Federation was proclaimed and it is 
ironic that the date fixed for thedissolutionof the Federa- 
tion coincided with the same day in the same year that in- 
dependence was to be granted. When the London Confer- 
ence of May and June, 1961 ended, it secured the 31st May, 
1962, for the date of Federal Emancipation Independence 
Day for the West Indies and, in short, the Federation was 
dissolved, or it died on the same day that it was supposed 
to be born. The West Indies therefore became a still born 
nation, and the authors of the demise of the Federation are 
still allowed to walk about in our midst d o h  funher 
damage to the cause of West Indian people. That wiJl al- 
ways be a matter of bitter regret to me. 

I do not want to make anybody a Thomas B Beckett; 
but from what Iseein the outside world, I say that the peo- 
ple of the West Indies should have some self-respect and 
take some of these people and put theminjail I am not 
speaking as Leader of the Barbados Gowrnment; I am 
speaking now as a West Indian. 

What is this Federation which we are talking about in 
this Report? W e  are talking about a system of Government 
under which the contributing territories - the Eight ter- 
r itories - have decided to give up part of their government - 
a1 functions to a Central Government and to provide other 
functions to themselves. You wil l  therefore say, Mr. Depu- 
ty Speaker, that in favouring a Federal Constitution, the 
most important matter which had to be resolved was the 
line to h drawn between those powers which you decided 
to surrender and thosepowers which youdecide to preserve 
for yourselves: and it was because the Wes t  Indian leaders 
could not reach any realistic form of agreement upon the 
Federal Legislative list which contained the respective 
functions of the Federal Government and the Unit Legis- 
latures that the last Federation was doomed to failure and 
was a weak Federation. 
5.15 pm. 

Therefore, following the injunctions of theSgcretary of 
State for the Colonies, tb leaders of theeight territories 



founded what we considered to be a Federal consdtudon 
which was more realistic in the allocation of powers be- 
tmentbFederalGovernment andthe unit Iegislaturss. As 
I haw always contended from 1952whul I first spoke inthis 
Chamber on the Federal constitution, there is an Exclusive 
List and a Concurrent List; but there are  now three lists. 
Human ingenuity cannot devise exhaustive lists of al l  those 
functions which a G o v e r m n t  may, from time to tim, be 
called upon to perform In that Exclusive Legislative List 
is set  out the functions over whichtheFedera1 Governrnent 
itself would have absolute and sole controland in the Con- 
current Legislative List there is a large area over which 
both the Federal Government and the unit territories should 
have concurrent jurisdiction and control What i t  boils 
down to is this; in matters which a re  on the Concurrent 
List, the unit Governments will continue to exercise con- 
trol without being fettered by the Federal hgislature. It 
does not mean that the Federal Legislature would not have 
power to pass laws in these colonies, but i t  would be highly 
improbable that a FederalGovernment would want substan- 
tially to interfere with this discretion which is being vestfd 
in the unit Legislatures - AgricSure and Education and 
certain matters which should be manipulated from Port 
of Spain or Bridgetown 

It is difficult enough for the Minister to exercise con- 
trol over private schools in Barbados, far more for him to 
say that he would take a trip to Antigua and tell the Educa- 
tional Authorities what to do there. That is why you have 
Federal systems of Government; i t  has worked in the 
United States of America, the German Republic, Australia 
and the Malayan States. The Indian Constitution is very 
close to the Federal Constitution. It has worked in Swit- 
zerland and in Europe there is a march towards the Fed- 
eration of European Countries. I cannot imagine, despite 
the eagerness of the present BritishGovernmenttogo into 
the European Common Market, that they intend to give up 
all of these controls which they have over the systems of 
Great Britain, to sacrifice all of that on the altar of having 
a unitary state which was the dream of some European 
statesmen as  far back as the 17th or 18th century. Even in 
Europe where the people speak hlth one tongue there is a 
Federation. It is because countries which get to a stage in 
their development that they can go no further unless they 
have economic ties with other countries with whom they 
have hacl affinities, cultur a1 and othemtse, see the necessi- 
ty of strengthening their countries and going high by federa- 
tin& From 1926 Barbados and the other West Indian Islands 
have had a treaty obligation h-ith the Dominion of Canada. 
There is thecanada-West Indies Trade Agreement; but that 
does not mean that the people of Canada are  anxious to en- 
ter a federation with the people of Barbados. We have no 
common destiny escept that of nugration. Wellaxe different 
economies and we are separated by an enormous expanse 
of water from the Dominion of Canada. AU of these are pro- 
blems which militate against a successful form of Federa- 
tion between Canada and these West Indian Islands. We have 
no treaty with hlontserrat, but we havehad one with Cana- 
da for al l  of these years. 

Let us take the neighbouring colony of Trinidad which 
wants Barbados and some other colonies to enter into some 
unitary state. Great Britain has not succeeded in having 
that unitary state between Ireland and other places. Right 
now there are serious representations being made to the 
British Government that Trinidad should be the partition 
between the people of African and Indian descent. A Govern- 
ment which cannot hold Trinidad and Tobago together hopes 
to hold Montserrat, St. Vincent, Grenada, St. Lucia, Anti- 
gua, St. Kitts, Nevis-AnguiUa including Tortola and Redon- 
da. I am only demonstrating that right here in Barbados 
you have people who write things on paper and ask: 'Why 
don't we go into a unitary state withTrinidad?" How could 
they talk of an association with Venezuela, Nigeria, Rio 
Pongas Mission, French Equatorial Africa, Brazil, Argen- 
tina, Curacao, Aruba, Singapore and Bonaire? That is the 
South Atlantic treaty organization that they envisaged and 
they cannot hold the people of Trinidad and Tobago together. 
And Mr. James had been threatening to secede from the 
Government of Trinidad just a few years ago. 
5.25 p.m 

W e  have to think in terms of what we can handle at 
any time. There is m point in seeing yourself in these days 
a s  the liberator of the South Atlantic. I have never seen 
myself in a historical perspective. W e  on the Government 
side intend to do our duty according to the demands and the 
limitations of the society in which we M, to always head 
from in front and not from behind, and not to mislead people 
with a lot of illusions of grandeur about South Atlantic 
Treaty Organizations. If there is goingto bea SOL& Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organization with all these different people and 
they can show me it would work, I will  be glad to join it, 
but I douk we w i l l  see it in our lifetime. I find it completely 
ridiculous that a country which has played cricket with 
Barbados and the Windward and k w a r d  Islands for the 
past 50 years, has participated in a Federalsystem of Gov- 
ernment with these areas, will one day reject any idea of 
association in a Federal system of Government with the 
very areas with which they have been brought up, as it 
were, played in one another's backyard, and have these 
super-natiqnal concepts of a South Atlantic Treaty Organi- 
zation and a wider Organization including Castro's Cuba, 
Guatemala, British Honduras and so forth. 

That is the kind' of paranoia you get from a certain age 
group of West Indian politicians, and we in Barbados have 
spawned that kind ofparanoia as well, but most of them are  
out of the way; so i t  is left for us to get down to earth to 
our grass roots, and recognise that we are  not living in a 
cabin cruiser, two Cadillacs-in-the -garage economy, with a 
deep freeze in the basement and a music room, although 
there are a lot of people working for the Governments in 
these Islands who aspire to that kind of economy, and are  
living out of touch and at adistance from the masses of the 
people in the country. When you get that kind of division in 
a country of people living onhire purchase in the one hand, 
and the masses of people living at avery low level of sub- 
sistence on the other, and being unemployed for seven 
months out of the twelve months in the year, you are bound 
to get certain divisive factors arising in the community. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the sooner wecan bringthe living 
standards of the people whom I havedescribed as the sub- 
merged --tenths up to a reasonable standard, and pre- 
vent the demands of people who are already enjoying ade- 
quate living standards from exceeding proportionately 
those of the masses of the people, thebetter for peace and 
harmony in these communities. You will get no jealousy, 
no one will envy the other man for what he has, and you will 
get fewer standpipe rows when every b d  y has a standpipe 
in his own backyard. It is my social theory as well as my 
economic theory that if you want to stop standpipe rows, 
do not put meters in the house; giveeverybody a standpipe 
and there would be no standpipes to row over. I am yet to 
see a standpipe in the City of Port of Spain. I do not have to 
go to the United Kingdom and say thatpeople in the United 
Kingdom do not have standpipes, because Britain is a bit 
too far away in any event. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, if you examine the social struc- 
ture of Great Britain, you willseeit is nothing to emulate, 
because up to today 43%of the people in Great Britain have 
to travel across their yard at night ifthey get a call. About 
4% to 48%~ of the houses in Great Britain do not have bath 
tubs or showers in them; so  that when an Englishmen only 
bathes once a week, it is through necessity. He has to go to 
the municipal bath, and if he went every morning to the 
municipal bath set up by the City Council, or the Borough 
Council, o r  whatever i t  is, he would never gct to work, 
because there would be such a long queueof pea* who do 
not have baths in their own home. But let us go to Port- 
of-Spain. You do m t  see any standpipes about there; it is 
true you have Shanty Town, but that is because the people 
do not have any pride. 

k t  us recognise, Mr. DzputySpeaker, in  this exercise 
that when we are moving forward towards nationhood, an 
the people must move forward together, and youcannot have 
the politicians and the people at the top of the ~commic 
scale moving forward with one pace and being admitted to 
the Embassies and so on, and the other people on the out- 
side looking through the rails as Isawin W o n ,  watcbbg 
other people going to cocktail parties, because the econo- 



mies of these countries hate bsen built up by ttm bbod, 
sweat, toil and tears of a l l  of us, aot by the pbDde tbnt *re 
appoint to ambassadorial office alorm.Thy may haw msd 
some contribution, but tbtir conVikdlan doas tm- 
cend theconuibutionwhichhasteenmdebytbmrssczs 
of tbe people of these Islands. That is why this Gmwnmmt 
considers it absolutely necessary to take the mssrpes of 
people in Barbados in its confidenc~ W e  bnw mthhg to 
conceal. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, as soon as we ceme into 
w e  invited th Leaders of the Opposition Panies aod the 
hob senior member for St. Peter to participate in the 
exercise in which we were then indulging. W e  invited them 
because we did not want to come down with the &xxbgw 
from MountSinai and say: '*I have giwn you this*'. W e  
wanted to do it with the fun and fxee consent of eln the 
political Parties as representatives of the peopk of Bar- 
bados a s  the who*, and we will contin- to operate in this 
manner, because it is only a fool who believes that be can 
fool the people all the time. It is only a fool who believes 

can tell the people that he has done so-and-so for thsm 
and when the people have one glance at the outside world, 
they see that more is being dooe in the outside world than 
is being done within their own shores with sarm E- 
sources. 

W e  have also decided on a Federal systemof Govern- 
ment, because in areas like this where we have had poli- 
tical institutions and rhe people have come to mcoghd 
tbeir political leaders, you cannot centralise every possi- 
ble activity and function of Government in an isolated 
area to which the masses of citizens would dther have 
the access nor the dme to visit to find out what is going on, 
If you believe in Goverrnment by consent, Mr. Way 
Speaker, or in other words, if you believe in democracy, 
you can only have perfect democracy where youhave per- 
fect information. It is impossible to haw free competitfon. 
Let us take free competition as an example. There is no 
free competition anywhere in the West Indies today, because 
the same people who talk about free competition and emr- 
prise are the very people who are always running to Gov- 
ernment to impose some kind of embargo or sanctions or 
special duties or tariffs to protect them i n  their so-callsd 
free enterprise; so any thinking person would realise that 
the slogan "free enterprise" and that Wnd of thing means 
freedom to do what they like, but they still want a l l  this 
kind of protection. But let u s  taJk now about free competi- 
tions as an analogy to a democratic form of Government 
5.35 p.m. 

You can only have free competition when you bring an 
interplay of the price maxim on an economy. You can only 
have free competition where people have perfect knowledge 
of what is going on everywhere. If a man in St. Lucy is 
selling flour at five cents per pound and a man in Bridgetown 
is selling flour at ten cents per pound, you can only say 
that there is free competition in that people will naturally 
go and buy from the man who is sellicg it at the low price 
if the consuming public is aware of the conditions in St. 
Lucy. A consumer is not exercising any freedom when he 
only knows what is going on in Bridgetown; therefore, the 
essence of free competition is that there should be per- 
fect knowledge, and in that aspect of free competition, the 
man that is selling at five cents would either go bankrupt 
because he is selling below the market price or he would 
take away all the business from the man selling at ten 
cents. There must be no gate at the bottom of Colleton Hill, 
whereby the Northern District would be preventing you 
from entering Bridgetown; therefore, for perfect judgment 
it calls for free mobility and for knowledge of what is going 
on, and you cannot claim to be a Demoorat unless you are 
prepared to make the people over whom you have control 
alive in the economic and political sense. If you allow these 
people to know what is going on, tl-en you could say that you 
are indulging in the exercise of the democratic way of tife. 
That is another reason why we say that due to geographical 
distances and otherwise, it would not be safe for aXl the 
power to reside in one spot. 

People come together in Feder ation because they real- 
ise these defects and because they recognise that it is 

necessary for cconornic advancement to surrender a cer- 
uln amount of authority to the Central Governxmnt, but 
maintaining for themselves these fuactions which are bsst 
managed on tb periphery rather than at the centre. Some 
of these functiws I have already described, such as educa- 
tion, agriculNe -- primarily those two - and on th acher 
hand, we ham put matters like customs, things *h deal 
with the outside world, internationaltrade, unlversityedu- 
cation on the Exclusim Legislative List, in that university 
education as distinct fromhigkr education would be a mat- 
ter for the Federation as a whole. 

If you are building a nation, you should have more say 
in the thinking and educationof the community. It is not my 
intention, Mr. Deputy Speaker, to deal with the recornmen- 
dations i n  detail. For the past six months, I have done prac- 
tically nothing but dream of the FederalExclusive and Con- 
current Lists. There is another list which is not mentioned 
at a l l  and that list consists of those matters which are 
exclusive to the Unit Government in that they are not men- 
tioned in the Concurrent List or the list which is exclusive 
to the Federal Government, and matters may be moved 
from the exclusive control of the Unit territories to either 
the Concurrent or Exclusive List only by a very inwluxl 
process of amendment of the FederalConstitution. For that 
&n, these matters, along with other matters, have been 
described as the entrenched provisions of the Constitution. 
As I said, Sir, it is not my intention to deal with every 
single paragraph, or any paragraph for that matter, of this 
document in detail. I take it that the hon. members of this 
Chamber wi l l  have taken trouble to read the document for 
themselves and I w i l l  not at this stage be repetitive and will 
m t  tire you with a recital of the provisions which it con- 
tains. 

I hope that hon. members willmake some constructive 
contributions towards the debate, I shall be pleased myself 
to answer any questions which may beposed by hon. mem- 
bers. I think that after careful examination of the pro- 
visions for the Federal Constitution which arecontained in 
this Report of the Eastern Caribbean Conference of 1962, 
hon. members wil l  be satisfied that the Leaders of these 
eight territories are not wanting in commonsense and have 
made an honest and sincere effort to fashion sornethitg 
which will certainly last longer than the Federalstructure 
whose passing we have just witnessed. (Cheers) 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Ikputy Speaker, I have much 
pleasure in seconding this motion to approve of the docu- 
ment known as the "Report of the Eastern Caribbean 
Federation Conference". Before dealing with this matter, 
I think it is appropriate as the Hon. Premier did not deal 
with all  of it, rather should Isay that I was not at all times 
available and I could not hear allof his speech, but I heard 
the majority of it. 

I am going to begin by stating that I am very pleased 
that Ihave been given the opportunity of entering this debate 
before I leave the Island, which is very short from now. 
My leaving the Island has been r e d h  to hours. I would 
like to say that I must first of aIl answer the critics of the 
motion who exercised your patience for some time. 
5.45 p.m 

To begin with, I do not favour or like to be the subject 
of special treatment. It is repugnant to my own nature to 
be the subject of any special treatment. When I hear hon. 
members make the statement that this motion was osten- 
sibly introduaxi to accommodate my departure, I would 
thank the Government for giving me that opportunity; but 
for hon. members to use that as a means of rail-roading 
a debate or when these phrases, which are hackneyed 
phrases, like "undue haste" are used, I must completely 
liquidate them before I enter this debate. Only a school 
boy entering a school for the first time and learning by air 
would want a postponement of this debate on grounds of 
undue haste. There are more than two reasons for going on 
with this debate. This motion was introduced in this House 
last week and it was stated that it was going to be taken as 
the first Order of the Day. Yesterday, Tuesday - not to- 
day, Wednesday - it was broadcast that we were going to 
debate this motion and when it was introduced I did not 



hear any objection being taken to the debate taking place or 
that it should be postponed. As Isay, you have boys playirts 
by air and learning by air; you have a new dance and the 
banjos start toplay. Youhave a song which runs: 'Too late, 
Cocky, too late, too late to wntemplate". (L w g h  ter) I 
say that no objection was taken last Tuesday when it was  
broadcast that we w e r e  going to debate this motion I am 
glad that I am blessed with a good memory; and my off- 
spring is an elephant, if we have evolved from animals. 

By a Resolution passed in this Chamber last Tuesday 
you have the whole nonsense suggested that this debate 
should be postponed. If this is done to assist me, then I am 
very pleased and thankful; but I am modest enough to say 
that I have made a study of these measures. As a member 
of this Assembly, I consider it my dutyto do my homework 
and I also consider it my duty to be capable of debating any 
national issue which arises in this Chamber at the very 
shortest notice. I have been returned to this House on the 
basis that I am capable of making adecision in the name of 
the people; I should be able to speak on national issues at 
very short notice; otherwise the+ is nopoint in the people 
sending me here. I can also boast that I have spoken on 
this issue or on such issues affecting the people, more so 
than any other member has done. I have done that by holding 
public meetings; I happen to be in the fortunate position that 
I do not have to decide whether l have to hold a Party meet- 
ing. That is my decision. I get good information from my 
people in meeting them when Ican, and I utilise every pos- 
sible opportunity for doing so. Therefore, I am not out of 
step by saying that I have not consulted the people on this 
issue. I do not mean that the various organizations and the 
public should not be given fullopportunity todiscuss every 
aspect of this question; I am a I3emocrat to my backbone 
and I beliew in the errors  of democracy, of allowing the 
people to criticise whatever they piease to. I beliew that 
people have the right to reject the four freedoms. When a 
legislator says that he is not prepared to discuss this ques- 
tion - I may say that this document was not prepared only 
by the West Indian Leaders, but it was prepared by West 
Indian Leaders along with the Colonial Office. 

The point of view of this discussion was ostensibly to 
do what was done in Grenada. This was published on the 24th 
May, 1962, and you can see what was the date of the Field 
Commission; that was published two or  three days before 
this. The idea of giving this discussion is to see how much 
confusion you can create. The "Little Eight" may disappear 
to the ''Small Six"; that is what is lurking behind the 
scenes. In the talk to the Colonial Office they want to in- 
ject the idea of a unitary state, but, as the Ibn. Premier 
has said, that is a matter for thewest Indians themselves 
to decide. I do not know why the members today have caught 
on to the newspaper argument. Let us examine the news- 
papers one by one by each. What is  the Adw cate newspaper 
today? A combine outside of this island gradually control- 
ling the thought and thinking of this island through its 
publication by an outside source. It is not based on anything 
which the people have created; it is based on t k  impotence 
and mismanagement of people who reside within our shores 
and who are incapable of making things live for you. As an 
heirloom, some people will throw away Paradise, There 
are  those who are trying to control the thoughts of these 
people. 

The hon. member referred to the freedom of the Press, 
but what freedom of the Press is there in Barbados? There 
is freedom which will criticise some of us, but which w i l l  
not criticise others. If "Ding Dhg" were to commit suicide 
or  even to stump his toe, that is put in the newspaper; but 
when it comes to other people youdo not see anything pub- 
lished. You wil3 see that apenalty of seven days' irnprison- 
ment is imposed on So-and-so and that is somebody who 
throws a stone somewhere; whereas other people go into 
Court as well and you never read one line about that. There 
is the freedom of the Press  if t h y  want to expose or  to 
hold some of us up to ridicule. When last have you seen 
some people's names figuring in the Press for having com- 
mitted ordinary traffic offences?But yousee other people's 
cases publicised. Thereis a big headline in the newspaper 
when it is a matter of somepeople.kmere you have issues 
which affect the working man in this community to any 

extent, the Press does not bring those issues to the fore, 
and things are kept quiet. 
5.55 p.m 

Mr. muty Speaker, newspapers operate for profit; so  
do not let us taJk about any freedom of the Press. They 
operate for a profit, and if they believe they are  going to 
hurt those people who spend a lot of money with them, they 
say nothing about them. They write a lotof fancy words to 
the effect that they reserve the right to criticise. If a news- 
paper wants to write allthese things, by all means let them 
write them every day; nobody prewnts t k m ;  but they 
should not tell us in the House of Assembly who have been 
elected here, that we have no right to start discussion on 
any matter because they did not have enough time to write 
about it in their paper. That is their business. I would like 
to ask what have the newspapers been writing about Bar- 
bados in relation to tbe European economic community. 
They have been giving the Barbados public no guidance on 
it. Their attitude has been to wait and see. Did Britain de- 
cide to have a Referendum before they decided to enter the 
European Common Market? What they did was to send son% 
of their Minister S around the Commonwealth as a means of 
selling you the idea, because it is Britain's intention to join 
the European economic community. 

Mr. a p u t y  Speaker, only this afternoon nineten 
African States will receive from the Council of the Euro- 
pean economic community $18 million as aid. Why is it, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, that members have talked about this 
undue haste? Is i t  because the newspaper wrote that? Mem- 
bers did not object to i t  last week; but let me remind hon. 
members before they begin to talk on that that the Govern- 
ment brought in a Resolution here without giving members 
an opportunity to discuss it by sending i t  to their homes, 
but they introduced it and asked for leave to deal with i t  
through all its stages last week and members agreed. The 
Resolution,Mr. Deputy Speaker, was for $650,271 which 
ostensibly underwrote this question of the West Mies Con- 
ference in London. What did i t  contain? It said that at tbe 
Marlborough House Conference in London in May, 1962, 
the Representatives of the eight unit territories comprising 
the proposed East Caribbean Federation agreed that as 
from the date of the dissolutionoftheooW West Indies Fed- 
eration, an office should be established in London to re- 
present the interests of the eight units in matters of trade, 
migration services and industrial relations. 

This House without any prior notice undertook todis- 
cuss that which was part of the Eastern Caribbean Con- 
ference in London. Nobody asked to postpone i t  as he did 
not have enough time to study it. That is why I say they 
are  playing by air. It is just like in the old days when you 
were called up to see whether you know your work. There 
was no slate and sitting down in school; i t  was a question of 
mental arithmetic with each man standing side by side, and 
there was no chance of sending around a slate and getting 
a little copying. You had to work at full  steam. You might 
be asked where is the Suez Canal and you do not know; o r  
where is the Windward Passage, and you reply i t  is the 
passage which is between Haiti and San Dorningo. Hon. 
members did not seem to have any time last Tuesday to 
hear anybody on this, and therefore they were at full 
steam, and agreed to debate the matter, bacausethe House 
could have rejected or opposed dealing with i t  through al l  
its stages. They also dealt with the question of grandog 
$200,000 to set  up a new service in London, all of which 
was connected with the wntinuation of the mw Caribbean 
Federation. At that stage i t  was intimated that we would dis- 
cuss this question of the Report which was i n  our hands 
anyhow. 

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, theReport is a raepOrt on* 
Eastern Caribbean Federation Conference, and astbHon. 
Premier and the W e r  of the House haw said, to initlabe a 
debate is the function of Parltammt, notthcfuncdon of tb8 
Chamber of Commerce, not the function of tbt Press, Ilot 
the function of the Press Club, not tk f i m a h  of the Jay- 
cees, nor the function of the Trade Union. It is tb function 
of ~ h a m e n t  to initiate a debate at any dme on any subject 
that is of a national character. What I fail to understand 
is how the OM members of this Chamber who have ben 



here for many years could fallprey to the kind of argument 
which would suit a new boy in school. Any member of this 
Chamber must be prepared at short notice to discuss any 
national issue, and I want to see this nonsense even with the 
Budget debate stopped. Any man who comes into this As- 
sembly must have a policy formulated in his own mind, so 
that if the Gomrnrnent invodlvces a Budget, he is prepared 
to deal with it right away, because it is either in keeping 
with his own policy or he does not agree with it, and ha 
should be ready toshow that it does not fit in with his views. 

Mr. 1)eputy Speaker, when you are in public life, you 
must already have built up a philosophy of all tbe known 
factors that make up your political life, social and econo- 
mic. You cannot be guessing now what is your economic 
philosophy, your politicalphilcsophy or your socialphilcso- 
phy; so that when any Government introduces a major issue, 
you are prepared to deal with it, but the details would be 
subject to further discussion and investigation into which 
everyone must always have an opportunity to go. I say that 
to answer the critics both inside and outside the House that 
it is a weakness of legislative functioning to be playing for, 
time when time is running out. Normally in cricket only a 
weak bowling side is found a p p e a b g  for light. In the ma- 
jority of cases, the batting side would normally appeal for 
light, because the bowlkg might be tight and they want light 
to See. 
6.05 p.m 

The hon. senior member for tbe City said yesterday 
that the Premier and I are like twin brothers and I would 
say in this matter, today we are like twin brothers again, 
but on other occasions we are not even like half-brothers; 
when we are not even relatives at all, I would say so. This 
is an age for young, militant and dynamic thinkhq and ac- 
tion and not the old-time docile, hackmyed-horse concept 
which dominated the thinking of this Island, which was not 
indigenous to the circumstances of today and which was out 
of keeping with the growing aspirations of the younger 
thinking people of today. 

I will never accept the dictum that you must patiently 
wait, and the slogans which youhavegivento the underpri- 
vileged by the biblical injunctions which have been used 
such as  "everything corneth to those who patiently wait". 
A cough can come to you if you wait. All of the slogans, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, like ''meekly wait and murmur not," that 
very talk is painting the blues with harshness. They tell 
you that no matter where you turn there is always poverty, 
and making you believe that when you arepoor you are the 
salt of the earth, All of that is said to make people docile. 
They also say that it is easy for these poor people to get 
to Heaven because Heaven is a pLace of Paradise for the 
poor, indigent and infirm: so youwillmaintaina holier life 
in Paradise. That philosophy is not part of the indigenous 
thinkhg of our people. 

I am in complete agreement with the Hon.Prernier and 
his Government for initiating this debate, if it is not more 
than to w t  the legislators of this House to get up and seek 
for themselves first. I would say totheHon. Leader of the 
Opposition that I have been hearing from sources close 
to him that tbey are playing for a draw. You know, Sir, 
that when you are playing for a draw, it  means that you do 
not want to win. You feel that you cannot beat the team,so 
you play for a draw. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. mputy Speaker, Iriseon apoint of 
order. The hon. senior member for St. Peter has said that 
he has heard from sources close to the Leader of the Op- 
position that you are playing for a draw, Are you playing 
draughu? @&.WAILCKT:No;cricket.) I am not much of 
a cricketer and I would like you to explain that a little 
more. The bn .  senior member for St. Peter seems as if he 
wanted to take a little breath: so Igive him a little breathing 
space. However, I think the hon. member is making a mis- 
take this time. I do not think we are brothers; may be, w e  
are nearly brothers. 

Mr. WALCCYTT: A s  you know, Sir, you are familiar with 
cricket; when you cannot win a match, you play for a draw 

so that you can get a few points. I say that because the Con- 
servative members - if I use that term -- have been ad- 
vocating the postponement of this debate without giving any 
real reason why it should be postponed in Parliament. They 
have said that you should give the Chamber of Grnmerce 
time to consider it. Now, Sir, the Chamber of Commerce 
has said on several occasions that it is not a political body 
and that tbey are only interested in matters affecthg Wad& 
h any case, the Chamber of Commerce has more to gain 
by having a wider area to trade in, arad I am going to deal 
with the Chamber of Commerce a s  I see that bodv. The 
Chamber of Commerce in Barbados is a smmblhghj;ck 
real industrial expansion and progress. It i s  dominated by 
commission merchants whose sole idea is to create an em- 
pire of imported goods for redistribution in the Caribbean 
area, and that is the position in whichthey view the Eastern 
Caribbean area. If they dominate the scene they become the 
backstop of any industrial progress. That is why Barbados 
became the laughing stock of many of theother West Indian 
Islands and Trinidad walked out. The slow paceof Barbados 
thinkbg has caused that and it  is not an indigenous thhkhg. 

What I have to tell the hon. Leader of the %position and 
his colleagues is that because of this vision, they are re- 
presenting nothing Conservative; because of this free indi- 
genous thinking in this colony, which you find rising from 
the proletariat, today, in the middle of the twentieth century 
we will find them the political anachronisms for the whole 
country if they perpetuate something for which they have 
no common heritage. They are representing something 
which is absolutely out of keeping with their own heritage. 
They are only pawns for theplanters and merchants of this 
country, holding nothing for us who came from Mozam- 
bique, the Belgian Congo, Nigeria and other places. Now that 
that is passing away, w e  find that they are adopting sorne- 
thing which is negative to Barbadian thought, but in the 
background they want their thoughts to be percolating in 
the minds of this generation. This House of Assembb is 
the oldest and widest example of that thinking. Look around 
and see what has been thrown up in the minds of thinking 
people and it was as a means of the bloodshed of 1937. 

That is how all these hon. members came to bein here. 
Let us bear that in our minds. I am sure the hon. junior 
member for St. Lucy will agree with me that at this s taw 
of our existence and our desire for an Eastern Caribbean 
Federation Shelley's love paem is applicable. ''Nohhg i n  
the world is single; all things by a law divine." 

That is the most applicable statement to be made for tk 
Eastern Caribbean Federation. 

What I say to the Hon. Leader of the Opposition, I say 
to a very good personal friend of mine. As I have said al- 
ready, the Hon. Leader of the Opposition and I are personal 
friends. I believe that he is the closest friend of mine in 
this Assembly. We are poles apart politically, but we are 
not poles apart in thinking in so far as our whole outlook 
would lead us to know that-the progress of this country 
resides with people like us, and the age for even what he 
calls himself - a Conservative - has not real meaning. 
It is out of consonance with what our people want. You can- 
not tell our people that they want to be Conservatives. They 
have nothing to conserve. What have they? An eighteen by 
ten, an old box for a house, walking barefooted, is that 
something to conserve? A tin of condensed milk to last you 
for two weeks, drinking bush tea, drinking clammy-cherry 
tea, working a butter tot as a means of a cup - is that any- 
thing to conserve? I am sure you will agree with me that 
they want progress and I feel that the time has come that 
our views must be geared towards that. 1 would say this to 
those persons who said that this debate should be post- 
poned for five weeks. As Ihave said, I do not want anything 
to accommodate my child. I thank the hon. senior member 
for the City for the kind remarks which he made of me 
when he said that I represent the view of a particular or- 
ganization because I have given thought to this matter from 
the time I was in Jamaica in 1947. 
6.15 p.m. 

When the first Conference was held by Trade Unions 
and the political groups met in Jamaica in 1947, we went 



into the matter. For seven- continuous years, beginning 
here in Harrison College in September, 1945, west Indians 
have been discussing Federation. Mr. mutyspcaker,  i t  is 
true that all of the Leaders have not taken Federation to 
the people as a local political issue because in all matters 
of higher political thought, the average cidzen is not as in- 
terest& in such issues as you w i l l  find that tb awrage 
citizen is interested in matters which affect him locally. 
What you can say of a community is that because the people 
do not express their views on this a& that matecr. the 
Leaders have to take i t  up. How many people do you blkve 
at a public meting w i l l  talk or  aretalking about tbt Euro- 
pean Common Market? The avwage citizen only wants to 
know wkther his beer is getting hit or  whether the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer is bringirg down anythiDs to be 
taxed. It is for the Leaders to takea greater stand in tkse 

Federation is not apoliticalissue on which the Leaders 
a re  working up enthusiasm; I am saying that more people 
will work up enthusiasm for Federation by saying that it 
will do something wrong, as has happened in Jamaica. You 
have to vote against Federation because if you were to tell 
the people - if all of us say that Federation w i l l  cost you 
more - a bird in the hand i s  worth more than all of the 
canaries who are  whistling in the bush. To the masses, 
Federation is one of those issues which you cannot relate. 
When you talk about Federation, the people will ask you 
about the price of food; they will tell you that they want to 
hear about money. Their attitude is: what will they get out 
of Federation? The Leaders have adopted an attitude that 
you must approach this matter from the area, but what are  
we going to benefit from it? It is like all of us deciding that 
we a re  going to join a club. Each man has a dollar in his 
pocket, but if you agree that the club must have funds - I 
will say that some people want to give t k  club funds, but 
yet they must have a dollar in their pockets,not realising 
that if you are  giving something to the club tbe club will be 
an entity and you will find yourself short of money. When 
you deal with this document, som of us willha=& be 
prepared to tell the people what we feel about this mater.  

We have allowed Jamaica and Trinidad -well, the boys 
in Jamaica and in Trinidad in their political thinking and 
action are like Wesley Hall Versus Sonny Ramadhin; before 
you can get down your bat, your stumps are  out. We are 
still asking for guard when the centre stump has gone. 
(L angh ter) ,  That is very applicable to Barbados. I was going 
to Trinidad and I went to the Trade Union Conference. A 
man who came for me to go to the Conference told me that 
tomorrow this document w i U  be published by the P.N.M. 
and they have no idea of going into Federation with the 
"Nine". They had so prepared it, it was done behind the 
scenes, and the P.NN "Nation" was bringing it out. When 
the Conference opened, the P.N.ii "Nation" waspresented 
and it  had the poor fellows from the Leewards and Wind- 
wards not even in position to call for guard. Tlae Glonial 
Office was saying that Trinidad would remain in the Federa- 
tion and Trinidad's action ingoingout shocked them. There 
was never a nation which had broken away from another 
nation and which could attain independence as quickly as 
Trinidad. There was the break& away in February and 
in June they had independence. That was even quicker than 
Ghana and Dr. Williams is eligible to go to the Cornmon- 
wealth Conference which is taking place in London in Sept- 
ember. You have the Referendum in September, 1961, you 
have the Conference in London and agreement on indepen- 
dence; before the year has passed, youhave Jamaica being 
independent and a Governor-General is appointed (As i  des). 
You can give that part to the other group, not all of this talk 
about economic viability. There is no country in any part 
of the world where more people die during an election than 
in Jamaica; in that country every General Election is a 
killing state of affairs. 
6.25 p.m. 

It is known that Jamaicans could not read and write 
and that the Barbadians went there to teach them to read 
and write; but now they are  the masters; they will have in- 
dependence. Trinidad likes calypsoes arid the people there 
will play their calypsoes for independence; it is something 
indigenous. But the people in Barbados play Mozart, Bee- 

thoven and Bach. The Bajan does not like calypsoes, he 
likes Chopin because &pin is his grand -father and Bach is 
his cousin, he is more cultural. We are  the most cultural 
Colonial outpost, 

When you talk about freedom of the Press, you find 
m m  for a Twentieth Century idiot like 0. H. Johnson and 
all that he writes; those are tbeidiosyncracies thatweput 

with whcn people who haw m y  prwluoe idiots, 
and thcy feel that t b y  are more entitled to live than a 
bright person who has come from brightparents but cannot 
get anywhere. We still have an anachronism and you see it 
in Broad Street where they st i l l  want to have w h b  su- 
premacy in Barbados, and so- of the black people are 
being regarded as inferiors, and those are  tbe ones who 
try to hold down trade. There is a minority of white peo- 
ple who believe that it is their divine dispensation to rule 
over us, that our position in this Legislature is by accident, 
and in order to have some measure of control which they 
can preserve, they make land as expensive as possible so 
that the masses cannot utilise the land nor can the Gov- 
ernment purchase the land easily, thus creating a situation 
in which Broad Sveet and places in which trade goes on a re  
preserved for them and the top positions must always be for 
them. 

Mr. lkputy Speaker, if you go down Broad Street you 
w i l l  see if it is indicative that in a community of 250,000 
people, though the majority are  black people, you cannot 
find many who carry on business in this area. We have to 
bok for other opportunities lile opening a pork shop o r  
opening up private schools here and there to make a living. 
Formerly In the educational field they could buy a place 
at school. but now they have to work by test and not by 
chance; before,it was Mr. So-and4o's son who went to Har- 
rison College. There was the foolish basis where children 
applying for entry to HarrisonCoUege would be asked where 
their fathers went to s c b L  It was like a pedigree horse 
where you wanted to know who was "Jonathan G's" fatRer. 
S o w  of that thinking still exists. 

I feel that the cobweb should be removed from hon. 
members' minds so that they do not get this idea that has- 
tening this thing is something against the interest of the 
people. For that reason I am in total agreement with the 
idea of initiating this debate. 

As  far as the content of the Report is concerned, I 
think hon. members will have to agree that i t  is a basis 
for anybody to discuss, because in many instancesthe Re- 
port follows very closely the original West JndianFedera- 
tion. I do not think that the Government would be against 
any hon. member expressing his view, and I w i l l  give hon. 
members, who have not studied it as  much as  they would 
like, some of the points which I feel we should deal with, 
Before I deal with that specifically, I should like to say, 
as I said yesterday in another debate, that I consider that 
West Indians should take guidance from Africa, Look at 
the United Nations and see the number of African States 
in the United Nations, and then you will be convinced if we 
a re  right in trying to delay thesematters too much longer. 
It suits the Colonial office to put up this idea that there 
should b public discussion in order to allow people like 
Compton in St. Lucia, Cato in St. Vincent and John Renwick 
in Grenada, to create confusion. John Rcnwick was ntvtr 
elected to anything yet. These coditions are created so 
that confusion remains in the area. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I w i l l  say to the Leader of the 
Opposition who is an old politician,that when people want 
to work against you, they do notcomeout and say they are 
against you; they say they wiSlkave youto yourself. Leave 
a well-trained dog to itself and sec how much it would eat 
up. They are doing this and we are  falling for it; but we 
have to be careful that we do not give tbe impression to the 
other territories that we are becoming another Trinidad 
o r  Jamaica. Jamaica walked out of the Federr tgq and 
Eric Williarns said that if Jamaica came out ht was going 
to tale Trinidad out too; he did not have any derendurn. 
The reason why Mr. Manby b s t  the election was &awe 
he was playing for too many stakes. Youc-t play in the 
home wicket and want to play in the Test Match too. Wbm 



you are playing in England and they pick you for the Test 
Match, you have to pick somebody else from your side to 
play in the other game. Mr. Manby wanred to be Federal 
Prime Minister and rule Jamaica at the same time, and 
he felt that the best way to get that was to have a referen- 
dum, and if he had won he wouldhave had complete control 
over Jamaica, and he would have gone to the Federation 
with his image dominating Jamaica. He played for these 
stakes and lost. His Party is aSocialistParty; and I always 
was in favour of the People's Nationalparty in Jamaica as 
against the Wlstamante Party. I am not a hypocrite. I like 
Manley and his Party, but because I like Manley and 
his Party that does not m& me get stupid and say that 
Manley was not playing a foolish dicegame. He was seeing 
a lot of money in the pool, did not know how to stop, and 
therefore when he thought he was going to come down on 
the right side, the dice worked against him. People are 
more fragile; you think you have them now and tk next 
thing you know is  that they have gone from you. 
6.35 p.m I 

Dr. WiUiams saw that; and after that, he did not go 
for any referendum; but as our Premier has said, Dr. 
WilUms has much problems in Trinidad and Tobago and 
he is leading that country into independence with Dr. Capil- 
deo, as far as I can see southof the border, desiring south 
of the Caroni swamp for Wians and teJling you to set up an 
kdian State. You w i l l  remember that prior to colonial rule, 
India was India and after colonial rule, kdia turned out to 
be two countries - Mia and Pakistan. 

Jamaica is due for independence as weJl as Trinidad 
very soon. In these other parts, you are havhg too much of 
this d a y  by what chey call discussion, which is nothing 
else but dry argument without any water to drink, nothing 
to carry it down: and that is bound to end up in a quarrel. 
When you have too much discussion, yougst another &lbw 
coming up with another point of view. I warn the Hon. Pre- 
mier that you should not engage yourself in any matter of 
dry argument. Fundamentally, this is not aquestion in dis- 
pure. Federation is not a disputed matter in which people 
are asking you whether you should federate or not. The 
realities of life make you federate. If you read the speech 
of Mr. Manley in 1947 at MontegoBay, you will see that he 
was out of the Government at the time; but he made a 
speech, the subject of which is that these people in Govern- 
ment have to learn to grow up.They should not think of the 
lily pond, but the bigger ocean Here in this ancient chamber 
when the conference was held here this year in January, 
1962, read all the newspapers. Did they say that we must 
have time to discuss the matter? They said that it was quite 
timely and the leaders were acting discreetly in their 
grappling with the situation. The Hon.Premier has acted 
much faster than the regular basis of thinking. There are 
a lot of people who believe in the old time pekinggame 
playing for a draw. You play for adraw when you know you 
cannot win. They say, let us wait and see what you can do. 

In our society, the low income society, the poor has 
always been told: you keep in your place; you sit down there, 
you are too big for your boats and a l l  that kind of thing. Now 
the Government is wiIling to do something, they are saying 
that you are acting too fast. There is no excuse why this 
other Federation should not be placed in thesame position 
as that which Jamaica and Trinidad find themselves in. But 
what do you find? The big group was broken up and do you 
not see by the simple processes that two small elements 
have contracted out and have got more than those who re- 
main? It is tb view of theTrade Union that if you back out 
of the Union, you can go about your business and the next 
thing you know is that we contract out against you. That is 
what the Eight should press the Colonial Office to do. Let 
us see the logic of it, If you give Jamaica independence, if 
you give Trinidad independence, what is the justification of 
telling the other Eight that they must go around and see 
what the people want? Normally, if two persons working in 
an office say that they do not like what the other eight are 
doing, you do not say, 'let the eight go home and the two 
of you stay*. It took the Federation five years to get inde- 
pendence and it is now taking Trinidad by herself and 
Jamaica by herself bss than a year and Colonial Office is 
playing up to the other group and saying that it is an in- 

definite period for you to get it; go and tell the people and 
let them talk about it. 

Those of us in these eight territories should act like 
men. W e  should say that we want nationhood and we want 
to express ourselves in the context of a nation. 1 feel our 
not attaining nationhood more than bn. members. I leave 
here to go to Berlin tomorrow to attend a conference. I 
have been to Berlin to attend aconfereacein 1953 and that 
was a time when I met a man from Ghana who was bwr 
in the context than Ibecausethat country was bwer than tbe 
West Indies. Now, today, Ghana is an independent nation. 
As the hon. senior member for the City said today, places 
where  I was asked to go and see if I could do something to 
build Trade Union and to help them, are today in front of us. 
You have in the West Indies a lot of pomp and ceremony: but 
if you see the situation in Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, 
Kenya and Tanganyika, there is nothing for the Barbadians 
to be ashamed of. The reason why you are to strive towards 
independence is to be abk to say that you are living in a 
territory which is independent. The Africans were mt 
slaves, but the West Indians were slaves: and the type of 
tutelage that slavery engenders in the human breast, ewn 
when he is set free, he still yearns for the idea of getting 
something free and saying: "what are you going to do when 
I get my freedom*'. S o m  of them preferred slavery because 
they said that they were sure from where they were going 
to get their meals.Similarly, some of the Barbadians do not 
like political advancement because they say that they do not 
know who is g o h  to give them money. I say this. Those 
who want to join with Trinidad are political serfs of the 
century. Only a manwhois apoliticalserf would want to go 
and hold on to somebody wlm is bigger thanheand whodoes 
not want to pullhimself up fromhis boots and get something 
for himself. What I say to the Barbadian public a d  the 
Barbadian leaders is this. Do not allow Barbados in its 
favourable position in this small Federation to create an 
image in which you want to feel that you can overlord it 
over the others. 

On the specific things which have been agreed won, I 
would say that I agree withtheHon.Premier in that you do 
not want to break down your institution; but I feel that there 
are certain examinations which can be made on some of 
those things. They do not cost much money but psycho- 
logically they have a lot of fact. I am sorry that even Bar- 
bados did not agree at this conference to reduce their own 
Ministers because I am of the firm opinion that if you are 
going to have a strong federalstructure and you are going 
to give some of these subjects to a congruous Federation, 
then it is  going to be logical that you maintain a small local 
structure. You are going to repeat in the local arena your 
Judiciary service, tele-communications and some of the 
other subjects. Ithrow this out tothe Hon. Premier because 
I am a Barbadian; therefore, I am not saying anything for 
Antigua. I have been elected by the people i n  Barbados and 
it is the people in Barbados who will throw me out. They 
have given me the authority to say what I am saying. 
6.45 p.m. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would find it very difficult to 
reconcile all the present Ministries in Barbados if you are 
having a Federal structure overlapping some of the things 
which you have. We do not want to create any Federation 
with Ministers blowing a comb or playing a saxophone. 
These are the things which I have studied. I would like to 
see some changes in the Ministries. As to Agriculture, that 
is a question of laying down policy and tfieMlnister's job 
is to lay down policy. When you come to Fisheries, that is 
also a q k t i o n  of policy on fishing and it is a question of 
how much of your time will  be required in dictating poli- 
cies. The Ministers have to be high-powered people. If a 
Minister thinks on the same level as anordinary man, that 
is like 'putting a Rolls Royce engine in a bucket. You are 
not paid for seeing peopk working, youare paid for think- 
ing when you are in tbe bathroom or when you are driving 
your car. You are notwasting any m therefore you must 
have this high-powered thinking. 

When Mr. Ernest Bevin was Foreign Secretary he used 
to think on the basis oftenmenput together. This man was 



General Secretary of the Transport Workerss Union. He 
made decisions on top of decisions for people all over the 
world. Things would be coming in from anover tbe world. 
You would have to employ about dghteen Foreign Secre- 
taries to do Mr. Bevin's job; his job is to do the thinking 
for his Govwnrnent and his Cabinet inrelationto counvfes 
all owr  the world. You want people at the MinisVies to 
work on that level; youdo not want these people to deal with 
a meter or when somebody's pipe starts to leak or wkn 
somebody's toe has got stumped on a hydrant. 

As to Industry and Tourism, that is moreindustry than 
work. These are things you have to think about. I do not 
think you should add anything to Health and Social Services 
because that Ministry covers a multitude of good things 
and also of evil *S. On the question of the Ministry of 
Communications, Works and Housing, not so long ago in 
such a department a Minister could initiate labour pro- 
grammes having nothing to do with the other portfolio with 
which he is charged. You cannot build houses by alr; you 
haw to use carpenters and therefore you must have labour. 
Within the Ministerss own portfolio he can initiate labour 
programmes without any conflict. When you lay down a 
labour policy for the community to follow, it is also a la- 
bour p r o g r a m  for the Works Bpartrnent to follow. The 

. MinLster should nothave to worry as to whether a labourer 
should be paid so much and so much a day; that is sorne- 
thing for other people to work oib. It seems to me that it 
would be extremely difficult to get an efficient Ministry to 
function along with education. The Premier should always 
be free to play the roll of Jack; however the bow- is going 
he can come in. He should be able to take up a l l  of these 
things and it depends upon the capacity of the Premier to 
determine how much a person can take out. I do not see any 
need for having an Attorney General and the Minister with- 
out Portfolio in the Other Place. If you appoint a political 
Attorney General, we& tell the Attorney Generalto look for 
a job. I do not see that you should appoint any yard fowl to 
get peopleafraid if you are against a Party. You do not 
want to have anybody to feel that the Attorney General 
would not prosecute you because you are aduck, but he will 
prosecute me because I am a fowl. Ido not believe in having 
two Chambers; but, ontheotherhand, Ilive in a community 
in which the majority of people feel that they like two Cham- 
bers. Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is of no use your being in the 
clouds and stiU you are down on the ground level. In that 
light, I am supporting the idea of having two Chambers. 

I consider that the Government of Barbados should be 
willing and ready to get leadership even on these matters. 
That would not deprive Barbados of its status. I feel that it 
is wrong to start to support a number of Ministries in the 
Constitution; that is wrong if you are aiming at self- 
government. The alertness of people and constitutional 
practices determine these things. The Premier can 
decide to make every member of the party a Minister, 
but you know that the community in which you live cannot 
tolerate these things. Some people say that they would have 
mistakes and that we like W e  mistakes. You appoint more 
Ministers - you can appoint as many as you like. 
6.55 p.m 

W e  are politicians and we like the other fellow to do 
things. W e  sat here for many years and saw how the Gov- 
ernment members were laughing at us; I remember the hon. 
senior member for the City saying that everything that goes 
up, comes down, and they laughed at him. W e  saw some of 
them come down, and when some things come down, they 
do not get back up in a hurry. I have seen some men box- 
ing and standing up very long, but when they get one cuff, 
they go to sleep and sleep the sleep of the just. 

I fee& Mr. Deputy Speaker, on the basis of the Minis- 
terial position that in a general way an area should be found 
with which the West Indies can compare. Iam one of those 
people who welcomed the advent of Ministerial Government 
and adult suffrage, and I am in agreement with the Hon 
Premier that one of the vast changes made in the West 
Indies was the introduction of adult suffrage, becauseit has 
brought on the floor of the various Legislatures the thinking 
of the masses of people that exist in these territories. If 
you go to any West Indian Island since the advent of adult 

suffrage, you WU see that there is a marked change. I want 
to say to every person in Barbados who has not visited the 
territories that there has k e n  a complete metamorphosis 
in every ont of these territories with the advent of adult 
suffrage. Hon. members here may laughingly say some- 
thing about MoIIcserrat but it is remarkable to see what is 
u b g  place in Montarr at since t k y  have their own people 
sitting in judgmnt on tW own affairs, because they ham 
tackled housing as representatives of the people, while in 
tbe old dayspeople said those were things that should not be 
tackled. They have also tackled education.. If you go to 
Amigua, you would not believe it is as small as you think 
it is. I will say to hon. members that in nearly every case 
since the advent of adult suffrage. in the West Indies, there 
is better representation. Needless to say, even in Local 
Government the hon. senior member for the City realises 
the pressure of Us own constituency. Without adult suffrage 
you would not find a light in Chapman Lane or roads in the 
New Orleans. The hon. member has been in this House 
since 1946, and the advent of the masses of people whom he 
represents along with us, has caused him to have lights in 
the areas in which these people live. 

Let me ask you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, why carry lights 
*re peoplie do not haw wtes? The ones who have vlotes 
ask for roads, but if you carry them where you do not have 
v-, you w i l l  seehow you would get back in I We know that 
in the OM days when the masses came . to meetings and 
shouted, t h y  did not h- wtes. Today when you keep a 
meeting you may hear that people do not have votes or that 
they are not registered, but you are not sure; so the voices 
of the peopk indicate to us their desires, and we in turn 
interpret them For that reason, I do not think that any of 
the leaders should be afraid of any entrenchingin the con- 
stitution and any limitations to Ministerial positions. The 
Colonial Office at the beginning was feeling that members 
of the Windward and Leeward Islands were  so unscrupu- 
lous and unreasonable, that they would put 89 Ministers in 
small places. 

On the question of Federal revenue, Ithinkthat is  orre 
of the things which is going to attract the attention of the 
Barbadian community very much It is not my intention to 
hold members too long because I realise that I will be 
leaving soon and they would have to discuss it, but I see 
here that the Federal Government would have available to 
it revenues from irnport duties, postalservices, Court fees 
and currency profits. Any surplus of import duties deemed 
to exist by the Federal Government would be returned to 
Units  on a derivation basis. Then there is a footnote which. 
says that the delegations from Antigua,Barbados, Lkmini- 
ca, Grenada, Montserrat and St. Vincent expressed the 
view that the reserws should in  no circumstances be ac-, 
cumulated by the Federal Government out of import duties. 
The Unioed Kingdom Delegation disagreed on the grounds 
that this would prejudice what was  essentially an issue of 
policy for the Federal Government to decide. 

At the beginning the United Kingdom Govermnt does 
not want to say what is going to be their financial commit- 
ment to the new Federation, and want to go around the btrsh, 
Now I warn to say without any selfish motives to the Bar- 
badian public that this is where the merchants have more 
to gain, and you have to watch it carefully. If you have a 
Customs Union in which there are no customs duties, the 
merchants in Barbados can order down goods and re* 
distribute them within the area without any further duties. 
At presem, Mr. m u t y  Speaker, if a man imports goods 
and redistributes them to somewhere else, he is called 
upon to pay duty. Dne of the things I would like the Prem- 
ier to give consideration to is kttingthepeople know quioe 
clearly and squarely that at the initial stage the burden of 
this is going to fall heavily on themasses of people rather 
than on the people in the income groups that they regard as 
people with personal incomes and company tax, because 
company tax is now going to be subject to legislation by the 
Federal Government, while personal incomes are going to 
be a question for the Unit Gowrnrnents. What is going to 
take place is that if you remow the tariff on goods within 
the area - and this is where the Customs Union is going 
to be very important, - that is so much revenue you are 
losing, and in order to recoup the revenue which you are 



losing from customs duty within the area, wZlen you put it 
on to imports coming from outside the area, it means that 
the policy of mark-ups in Barbados would create an in- 
crease in the cost of consumer goods.Igrant you that it is 
a short term measure, but it is goingto be as short as five 
years and five years can put you out of power. 

I say,that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, so that the powers- 
that-be must undenake a study of the incometax situation. 
Now I speak in aselfish way as a Barbadian. We cannot say 
that the Barbadian is overtaxed from the point of view of 
company tax and personal Income tax, and at the same time 
say that the man in the street is undertaxed, that he can 
pay more taxes and can therefore pay a higher price for 
the food he eats and the clothes he is wearing. Mr. Ikputy 
Speaker, I w i l l  say that I am satisfied in my mind that the 
commission merchants in Barbados are not badly off. 
7.05 p.m 
Customs Union is one of tk things whichthe Governments 
have to watch carefully because you cannot put a tax on 
consumer goods Ughtly without its going to afSect tbe pur- 
chasing power and tht cost of living in Barbados. I am 
not talkhg about myself; I am talking about the masses. 
They eat food. I am dealtug with the imporcation of con- 
densed miIk. If you do not have apamurised plant to pre- 
sem your own milk, you wi l l  h a w  to import milk. You 
have to watch those things. 

In this matbcr, the Premier w i l l  have to pay strict at- 
tendon to Customs duties becauseIarn surethat any mem- 
ber in his right senses would not dream of having this 
stricture which in itself as an initial beginning increases 
the cost of living for the man at the bottom, and you know 
fully well if that happens, you are begging for trouble. 

The British Government should be told quite firmly 
that there should be noquestion whatsoever about this being 
a financial obligation to the people of rhe Federation from 
the beginning so that the leaders would nothave to go to the 
people and burden them with the initial beginningof some- 
thing because, as Ihavesaid, when we  begin to develop, our 
economy would become more buoyant and certain of these 
things would settle themselves. 

I am satisfied that these eight areas would become a 
better area for trade development and expansion because 
you will be utilising the best brains. The Federal Civil 
Service would be better used for the betterment of the 
people and your Judicial Service for the good of the peo- 
ple. Your agricultural service in Barbados can be utilised 
for the benefit of Montserrat; therefore, the area is not too 
big or small to utilise the best services which you have. 
I am hoping to see that the area as a whole would have the 
best devehopment possible for the people. W e  should there- 
fore put forward a plan to the United Kingdom Government 
for finnoclal aid. 

As I have said earlier today, nlaeoeen Africanherrito- 
ries are wing m receive from the E.C.C. £18 million. I 
would like to sm these aids in tb West Indies and I hope 
that the hon. senior me&r for the City would excuse me 
in rhrring to his remark in the precsdbg debate that "be 
who pays the piper calls the tm." Iwoukl like to o W r -  
ate that phrase from our economic and present day cir- 
cumstances when we talk about emrging nations moving 
towards sclf-govcrnrnent. I would like to say to our metro- 
politan masters that we do not accept your Mng any piper 
who should call the tune in any economy which is indige- 
nous now. Any loan which you are givhg now you are giv- 
ing for all that you had in the past from us; therefore, we 
do not think that we are asWg any favours of you. W e  are 
like a son who is leaving home; therefore, we feel that it 
is a right and duty which you owe to us. We feel that the 
metropolitan territory owes these territories the obliga- 
tion of putting them on their feet, I feel that we have the 
leadership and the men who are capable of doing the neces- 
sary. 

I would liloe to say to the Hon. Premier that no coun- 
try in the modern context of political ancl social dewlop- 
rnent can advance without the force of the workers on its 
side: so it is good to have the unity of a government and 

the working-classmovernent within the context of a colony 
advancing to independence. There is no point of the Govern- 
ment of Barbados working without tb aid of tb working- 
class movement. Nehru did not work without it; Nkruniah 
did not work without it; Bm Gurion did not work without it. 
Whermer you are emerging as a nation, it can only be ac- 
Mwd if you dig at the whole substance. It is invitable fn 
the developmm of our territories. It is i n e s c a p a  Which 
country in the last ten years which w a d  to achleve in- 
dependence did not go all ow on a full united basis? Al- 
though in the West Mies we have a complex, peculiar social 
problem, those of us whohave the job and abid@philosophp 
must realise that it is incumbent on us to gfte thb leed 
which these countries did not have before. 

The Hon. Premier is in a peculiar position. Tk young- 
er generation of Barbados put him and his Party in power 
not to make right what was wrong before, but to re-wrim 
in new touches something which was not seen with th 
youth of the present generatioq therefore, you w i l l  be be- 
trayiog the wt of the people if you cast aside an of the 
pressures which were used, if you follow in the footsteps 
of those who would not break away from the tradition of 

past. 

Sir, I have much pleasure in seconding the motion for 
the passing of this Resolution to approve af the Report of 
the Eastern Caribbean Conference, 1962. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Wuty Speaker, it would be my 
turn to speak m and I am making my claim immediately; 
but at this stageonthepotnt on whlch the acting Leader of the 
H o w  gave mtice for the discussion of this motion, I want 
to say that I agreed that theHon.Premier should have ini- 
tiated this debate so as to givethehon. senior member for 
St. Peter the opportunity of making his  contribution, as we 
a l l  realise that he represents a point of view in this coun- 
uy and is leaving the country tomorrow. Because of that, 
I thought that there should be no question of our delaying 
debate on it. 

At this stage, I am suggesting a postponement of the 
debate. I am not going to enter into it at all now because I 
have taken my duties very seriously in this matter, and if 
hon. members think that is not so, let me draw their atten- 
tion to this entire set of papers which I have here, which 
has nothing to do with anythingelse butthis entire question 
of association of the eight territories in a Federation. It 
means that from the time l was asked to sit in in Barbados 
at the conference, I attempted to study the whole situation, 
as I was not one of those who had the opportunity of at- 
tending o t k r  conferences, like the hon. senior member for 
St. Peter who has just spoken. 

I am therefore suggesting, as I would have much to say, 
the postponement of this debate at this stage and I beg for- 
mally to do so now. 

Mr. SEALY: l beg to second that. 

The question that the debate be now postponed was 

put and resolved in the a f F n a t i v e  d t h o u t  division. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. J. C. TUWR: Mr. Ikputy Speaker, Ibeg to move 
that this House do now adjourn until Tuesday next, 26th 
June, 1962, at 2.30 pm., of the clock. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question that this House U'Q now adjourn until 
Tuesday next %th June, 1962 at 2.30 p.m., o f  the clock 

was put and resolved in  the afFnnative without division, 
and Mr. DEPVTY SPEAKER adjourned the House accord- 

ingly. 




