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Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 12 o’clock (noon) today.

PRESENT

His Honour Mr, J, E. T. BRANCKER, Q.C,, (Speaker);
Mr, L.E, SMITH, J.P,; Mr. E, ST.A, HOLDER, J.P.;
Hon, C, E, TALMA, (Minister of Agriculture, Lands and
Fisheries); Mr. J. W, CORBIN; Hon, G, G. FERGUSSON;
(Minister of Communications, Werks, Housing and Tourism);
Mr, R. StC, WEEKFS,J.P.,; Mr, E, L, CARMICHAELy
(Deputy Speaker); Mr, G, V. BATSON, (Chairman of Coms
mittees ) and Mr, J, B, YEARWOOD.

Prayers were read,

MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minutes of the Meeting of the 6th
March, 1962 have been circulated amongst hon, members,
If there be any objection, these Minutes will be taken as
read and confirmed,( 4 Pause)i

There being apparently no objection, those Minutes
are hereby now confirmed.

PAPERS LAID

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, on behalf of the Hon,
Premier, I am commanded to lay the following:

Afn Account of the Transactions in Rum in the several
districts of the Island for the quarter ended 31st Decem-
ber, 1961;

Statement showing gross Customs and Excise Re-
ceipts for the nine months ended 31st December, 1961;

Statement showing gross Customs and Excise Re-
ceipts for the ten months ended 31st January, 1962;

Statement of sums paid over to the Accountant General
by the Commissioner of Police during the quarter ended
30th September, 1961,

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, lam command-
ed to lay:

Statement showing sums advanced to the Postmaster
General for the payment of Money Orders, the amounts
repaid to the Accountant General, and the amounts due by
the varipus Post Offices to 31st December, 1961.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Government Notices were given as follous:~

Hon., C. E, TALMA: On behalf of the Hon, Premier:

Resolution to place the sum of $13,314 at the disposal
of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to supplement
the Estimates 1961-62 Part 1 - Current as shown in the
Supplementary Estimate, No, 45, which forms the Schedule
to the Resolution,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: On behalf of the Hon, Minister of
Development, Trade, Industry and Labour:

Resolution to sanction the Regulations entitled *‘Cus~
toms (Petroleurn Products Bulk storage) (Amendment)
Regulations, 1961 made by the Governor=-in-Executive
Committee on the 10th*November, 1961, under the pre-
visions of Section 2 of the Customs Tariff Act, 1921,

Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: Resolution to appti wve of
the compulsory acquisition by the Governor=~in-L g mive
Committee of the parcel of land described in the schedule
for public purposes; namely, the provision of a road lead-
ing to the Deep Water Harbour.

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS: ABillfurther to amend the
Old Age Pension Act, 1937,

Hon, E. W. BARROW: A Billto amend the Casual Fi~
plovees Pensions Act, 1961,

ORAL REPLIES TO QUESTIONS

Hon, G. G, FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, I beg to give
notice that the Oral Reply to Question No, 3/1962 asked by
the hon. junior member for St. Joseph, on the 16th January,
1962, is ready,

Also, the Oral Reply to Question No. 5/1962 asked by
the same hon. member onthe 16thJanuary, 1962, is ready.

Also, the Oral Reply to Question No, 7/1962 asked by
the hon. senior member for St, Joseph on 16t January,
1962, is ready,

Hon. A. DaC, EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, I beg to give
notice that the Oral Reply to Question No, /1962 asked
by the hon, junior member for St, Peter on 16th January,
is ready.

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, Ibeg to give
notice of my intention to move the House into Committee
of Supply at its next meeting in order to deal with the
Money Resolution of which notice is given today,

12.15 p.m,
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PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Mr, BOXILL: Mr, Speaker, I beg to give notice of the
following Resolution:

WHEREAS the people of Carrington's Village and Chap-
man's Village, St. Thomas have been experiefcing difficul-
ties over the years in getting out their canes from the said
parts of the parish due to an inadequate road known as
Carrington's Village Tenantry Road,

BE IT RESOLVED that this Government immediately
undertake steps to have this same road knownas Carring-
ton's Village Tenantry Road extended right through to
Chapman’s Village in order to facilitate the many cane
farmers who have been experiencing grezt difficulties for
so long,

Mr. YEARWOOD: Mr, Speaker, I beg to give notice of
the following Resolution:~

WHEREAS the public transportation service in the
parish of Saint John is irregular and inadequate:

AND WHEREAS there is urgent need to remedy this
situation;

BE IT RESOLVED that this House request the Gov=
ernment to issue directions threugh the appropriate chan~
nels to the private concessfonaires plying inthe said parish
so as to ensure greater efficiency inthe routes under their
respective controls,

Mr, YEARWOOD: Mr, Speaker, I also beg to give no-
tice of the following Resolution:~

BE IT RESOLVED that this House view with dismay
the fact that the initial payment by the factories to peasants
this yeéar on account of the price per ton of cane produced
is less than the corresponding payment last year - $14,00
as against $14,50 = whereas the cost of harvesting such
cane crop has considerably increased,

QUESTION

Mr, BATSON: Mr, Speaker, to enquire of the appro=

priate Minister:~

Is the Government aware of the dissatisfactionofem-
ployees at (a) the Housing Authority; (b) Transport Board;
owing to their conditions of service and the treatment
meted out to them by théir employers?

2. Will Government cause an investigation to be carried
out into the workings of the said Boards with special refer-
ence to the matters above referred to?

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

Hon, E, W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, Ibegto move that
a Bill to amend the Casual Employees Pensions Act,
1961, be now read a first time,

Hon, A. DaC., EDWARDS: I beg to second that,
The question that this Bill be now read a first time
was put and resolved in the affimative uithout division,
Hon, A. DaC, EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, 1 beg to move

that a Bill further to amend the Old Age Pension Act, "
1937, be now read a first time,

Hon, C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirnative
without division.

Mr. COWARD entered the House and took his seat,

EXEMPTION FROM STANDING ORDER No, 5

Hon., W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move
that Order No. 2 be exempted from the provisions of
Standing Order No. 5.

Hon, C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

—

The que stion was put and resolved in the affimative
without division.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day under Gov-
ernment Business stands in the name of the Hon, Leader
of the House:= To move the House into Committee of
Supply to consider the grant of sums of money for the ser-
vice of the island,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move
that you do now leave the Chair and the House go into Com=
mittee of Supply.

Hon, C. E, TALMA: 1 beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affimative
without division.

Mr. SPEAKER left the (hair and the House uent
into Committee of Supply, Mr. BATSON being in the Chair,

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1961-62 No, 44

Hon. E. W, BARROW: Mr, Chairman, this Resolution
is a Resolution for the sum of $59,185 under several Heads
of the Estimates, and as is customary, these Heads will be
taken separately.,

HEAD XX - EDUCATION
Head XX — Educatdon — was called.
Hon, E. W. BARROW: Mr, Chairman, I beg to move
that Head XX stand part of the Schedule,
Hon, J. C. TUDOR: I beg to second that.

Mr, GODDARD: Mr, Chairman, I should like to draw
to the attention of the Minister that there is a feeling
among stamp vendors that the commission paid on stamps
of the denominations, six cents, eight cents, twelve cents
and twenty=-four cents of two and a half percent.....e..

Mr. WALCOTT: On a point of order. Mr, Chairman,
on what Resolution is the hon. member speaking? The

. motion is that Head XX of the Schedule to the Resolution

stand part.

Mr, GODDARD: Mr, Chairman, I am sorry.

The question that Head XX stand part of the Scheds
ule was put and resolved in the affimative without die
vision,

HEAD XXIX « MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES
Head XXIX — Miscellaneous Services was called.
Hon, W. A, CRAWF ORD: Mr, Chairman, 1begto move
that Head XXIX - Miscellaneous Services - stand part.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 beg t0 second that.
The question was put and resolved in the affimative
without division.

HEAD XXXMI - CIVIL AVIATION
Head XXXIII — Civil Aviation — was called,
Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: I beg to move that Head

© XXX ~ Civil Aviation - stand part.

Hon, G. G, FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affirative

without d&vision.
ANNEXED ESTIMATES -~ POST OFFICE
Annexed Estmates — Fost Office ~ was called,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, 1begto move
that Annexed Estimates - Post Office - stand part,

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

Mr., GODDARD: Mr, Chairman, under this Item -
Post Office, 1 wish to draw to the attention of the appro~
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priate Minister that there is general complaint, not to=

day, but for a long time that the commission paid for

stamps from 6 cents up is 2 1/2%. They have to carry

these stamps which are used by the public, and it is fek
that that commission is very inadequate, I do not say that
it should be put as high as P, but an increase of 2.1/2%
today should be made on the large number of shilling
stamps which are used for overseas purposes, and if they
have to fulfil their duties properly and carry the stamps
that are required, and have to spend money in paying for
thern in advance, it does not warrant the expenditure in=-
volved for the service to the public to be paid at 2 1/2%.
1 think that matter could be gone intowith the Postmaster

and the appropriate Minister and something done for them
in the very near future.

Mr, LYNCH: Mr, Chairman, in supporting the last
hon. member who spoke, I would liketo point out that very
few, if any, stamp vendors now carry shilling stamps for
the obvious reason that there is no commission whatever
to be gained from selling shilling stamps, These regula=-
tions obviously were drawn up at a time whenthepostage
to Canada and to the United States of America was 20 cents
which .usually was made up of a 12 cent stamp and an
8 cent stamp., That postage has now been changed to one
shilling, but you will find that throughout the country and
except for this main depot here, the General Post Ofiice,
no one will be carrying shilling stamps, When therefore
anyone wants to send abroad a heavy packet, it is neces-
sary to stick these six-penny stamps on top of each other
because the shilling stamps are unobtainable,

1 think the Minister responsible might Jook into this
matter,

Ml’. SMITH: Ml'. Chai.rman.o'nnuoo

Mr, CHAIRMAN: 1 saw the hon, junior member for
St. Thomas first.

Mr. SMITH: That is your colleague, Sir,

Mr, BOXILL: Mr, Chairman, whilst adding to what the
former members have just said, I would like to make one
point clear to the hon. junior member for St, Michael. 1
do not think it is because the people are not given a per=
centage on the shilling stamps that they do not carry them;
I think there is a law laid downthat these people cannot sell
a stamp higher than a six-penny stamp, and sometimes
people write fairly badly and they have to write very big,
and if they had to send a letter to New Zealand which is
3/= and they had to put on twelve three-penny stamps, you
would not see to whom the parcel was going,

I am therefore asking the Minister to Jook into this
and allow the vendors to sell any denomination of stamps
whether it be six-penny, twelve-penny or two-hundred
penny stamps with a commission and not just for the sake of
selling stamps, These people facilitate us by selling stamps,
and it is really a help because sometimes when one comes
to the Post Office, there is such a long line
that one has to go away and the letter is held up for
a number of days, Therefore by giving an incemtive to
stamp vendors they would be able to sell bigger denom-=
inational stamps, and a person would be ableto send to the
shop next door, buy a stamp and justdrop the letter in the
post=box.

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Chairman, I rise to support the re=
marks of the various speakers on this Resolution, When
you have to buy these stamps, youhaveto carry something
to wrap them in, and the people who sell them in the coun=-
try have to wrap them for the buyers. Sometimes there
are so many that they have to put them in an envelope,
That is not provided for and the21/2% commission is not
good enough today for one after selling $1 in stamps.
It is not good enough, bearing in mind that these people
from the country districts are all business people and
have to break a day to come to town, and do business,
Each commodity or each itemn should pay for itself, You
will find that these particular vendors are selling stamps
for nothing, or maybe at a loss because they have to wrap
each penny or four=cent stamp, and may have to tear off
a piece of paper which they bought to wrap the stamps for
the people, because sometimes thesperspiration from your
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hands takes off the gum, or they may be soiled, and the
2 1/2% would not even pay for the paper,

It is time, therefore, that the Minister in charge
should go into this matter, Mr, Chairman, and see that
they are not encouraging the stamp vendors to sell
stamps, because here at the General Post Office you have
to wait practically half a day to get stamps. Before we had
emigration to the United Kingdom, the sales in the coun=
try for stamps were small, Now one may say they are sell-
ing more stamps and would get more percentage, but you
have to encourage them because it is notevery person who
comes to town for stamps. Some people may ask someone
to buy for them, and most people ask conductors on the
buses to buy the stamps for them; so you have to give them
something. I hope, therefore, that the Hon., Minister will
take it up as soon ashepossiblycan and see to it that these
people benefit by increasing the percentage on the sale of
these stamps,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Chairman, I am taking a different
line before the Minister attempts to reply., While I agree
that the commission on the sile of stamps must be in=
creased, I am suggesting that a survey be made and the
number of stamp vendors be increased. Those of us
in my line of business would appreciate that if you increase
indiscriminately from the point of view of not putting a
ceiling somewhere, Government would be at a great dis-
advantage, and at this stage of our economic position, we
cannot afford to be, because stamps used for documents
range from 10/~ to £1, and the increase on the commission
for such stamps could not be such asto deplete or decrease
the revenue which Government would receive from it,
12,35 p.m,

While I agree with the last hon. member that you
should increase it from 2 1/2% so to speak, you cannot do
it indiscrimimately, My point is that the Minister should
investigate the matter quite thoroughly, 1 suggest that you
change the system and appoint vendors in the necessary
districts, ‘

Now, I am speaking to the Hon, Minister in charge. The
Marshal must move from infrontof the Minister when I am
speaking to him, (Mr, WALCOTT: What is the hon, member
getting on with? What is the Marshal doing? How is he in-
terrupting you?)The hon, member who spoke sotto voce
seems to have had a little guinea pepper recently, but the
two of us are made up of the same kind of stuff, ¥ I am
speaking to the Minister, I do not think that the Clerk or
the Marshal should stand before him, whoever he is,

Sir, I am saying that the Hon, Minister has not had the
experience which we have here over this matter and that is
why I am giving him this suggestion. It has been found out
that people have put a lot of denominational stamps on par-
cels and the money from them was paid in, The parcels
were posted and when they arrived at their place of desti=~
nation it was found out that theydid not have on the stamps
of the right denomination or the right value, What I speak
of is a fact; therefore, Icounsel the Hon, Minister that what
I have suggested ought to be done and for several reasons,
We have had bitter experience in this country, and there-
tgore you have got to be careful inmaking your recommen=

ations,

I agree that the percentage commission should be in-
creased, but you must have a ceiling, soto speak, because
a tremendous number of stamps of the highest denomina~-
tions are sold in the offices where they are used on docu~
ments other than letters, It can be so arranged that the
vendors can buy stamps and get a very high commission
and we can {11 afford that today. I support the idea of the
appointment of more stamp vendors and the increase of
the commission, but up to a certain ceiling,

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON:; Mr, Chairman, I am grateful
for the information received from hon, members and as
soon as possible I will have a thorough investigation car=
ried out into the commission and all the other aspects in
connection with the selling of stamps in the Island,

Mr, WALCOTT; Mr, Chairman, I do not intend to deal
with that question on stamps, I am going to deal with Item
28 in respect of casual labour, Iwould liks to draw the
attention of the Hon, Minister to an extremely scandalous
state of affairs which is going on in Barbados and when I
come to deal with the Draft Estimates, I will elaborate




more on it, In Barbados, you have a ridiculous spectacle
in that men are working for the Government in an indirect
way and are receiving the scandalous wage of $13,64 a
week, Those are the men who are called upon to deliver
mails and to drive the mail vans throughout the Island, I
raised this matter here about twoor three years ago. There
is a thing known as a ‘“fair wage clause’ in all contracts,
Here in Barbados it hasto be investigated because you have
contracts being given out to people, and those people paying
whatever wage they like and making a profit on what they
are doing, You have men working for those people and get=~
ting nothing approximating to proper wages,

Sir, you have a system in relation to this matter of
paying a man two cents or three cents for handling a bag
of mail and you can very well see how many hundred bags
a man would have to handle at that rate to get $10,00,

You have mail vans leaving St, Lucy, St, Philip, St,
John and St, Andrew and the menworkingon them are paid
$13.64 a week, (AVOICE: Is that true?) Anhon, member has
asked me if that is true. Do you think that I have come in
here with jokes? Those men are paid $1,00 a box a month
in addition to that and, as I have said, two cents a bag for
handling mail., By that rate of pay, they cannot earn $20 a
week, Some of these van drivers have to go to the Crane,
Sam Lord's Castle to clear boxes and they start as early
as 5,30 a.m, o'clock. You have the situation in which the
Courtesy Garage Lud., is given the contract for delivering
mail and that firm employs four drivers. AsI have said, it
is those drivers who arepaid $13,64 a week, I want to know
of any Government which can draft a contract like that and
regard it as a fair wage clause,

Sir, those workers are entitled to the same treatment
vissasvis the people employed by the Government, and the
contractor should be called upon to give up the contract
because he sends the workers helter=-skelter about, telling
them to see the Labour Commissioner as if the Labour
Commissioner employs those men,

Sir, that must cease, No man working for the Gov=-
ernmesd today in any capacity should be drawingthe scan=-
dalous wage of $13.64 a week, Moreover, 1 am going to
draw to the Hon, Minister's attention that the time has come
when this practice of giving out this workon contract should
cease, No longer should there be:any contract given out
for the delivery of mails, That should be integrated in the
Post Office service where you would be able to utilise the
people now employed in that capacity in a more scientific
and broad basis, This practice must cease and these hap-
hazard, outdated methods must also cease, When you look
at the estimates of expenditure on this item, you will see
that what these mail van drivers draw a week does not at
ail approximate to the amount which you are spending on the
item: and when you look at the amount which they pay for
the contraci, you have to ask yourself why it is that the
man who is deing the work is not getting more than $13.64
a week,

I hope, as I have said, when we come to deal with the
Draft Estimazs, to dealwith this matter more specifically,
1 have only alerted the Hon. Minister on the matter in order
that he would be in a position to deal with this scandalous
matter which: should be rectified without delay so that the
men who are called upon to do this job would get a wage in
keeping with other people inthe same category in the Public
Service,

Mr, CORS3IN: Mr. Speaker, I must agree with the last
speaker core eruing this matter, I think it ishigh time that
vhe Government should have its own Post Office vans and
that the giving out of this work on contract should cease
so that these van drivers would get conducive salaries, It
is not right tha: a driver of a Post Office van should be
receiving $12.64 a week, That is happening because of your
ziving out this work on contract, It is known that when a
coptractor’s belly is full, he does not carz whose belly is
full.

12,45 p.m.

I feel that the Governmem should undertake this work
and pay the drivers a better salary. Iwould advise the Min=~
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ister to Jook into the matter very carefully. I would be very
glad if the Government would take the contract out of the
hands of the contractors altogether, because as long as you
have contractors doing this work people will suffer con-
tinually. I say that there are contractors and sub=contrac-
tors in this Island of Barbados today, and that is why poor
people are suffering so much. Thesc contractors are re-
ceiving the greater part of the money and they are giving
the workers whatever they feel like giving them, because
they know that the workers cannotdo better, I wholehearted-
ly agree that the Government should take the matter into

~ consideration and deal with it in the best way in which they

can., All of these poor drivers should be given a better
salaries,

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: Mr, Chairman, I quite agree
with the hon. senior member for St, Peter that the time has
come when consideration should be given to this matter and
the Government should take over the controland running of
this service, Atthe present time these employees are under
contract, Messrs, Robert Thom Ltd., are under contract
with the Government and the Post Office for the delivery
of mail, In the performance of this contract they are sup-
posed to have six vans, four of which are in daily use,

As the hon. senior member for St, Peter has said,
these men are paid $13.64 a week plus $1,00 a month from
each post office box from which they collect mail, The
standing postmen who drive their vans at present receive
a salary of about $24.00 per week: these drivers are re-
garded and are paid as postmen and not asdrivers. The dri=
vers of the vans under contract by Messrs. Thom Ltd, work
for about six hours per day. The contract commenced in
April, 1958; itis afive year termand in that contract there
is included a fair wages clause, I repeat that under the con-
tract Messrs. Robert Thom Litd, are supposed to have six
vans, four of which are in daily use and the other two are
reserves, I amprepared, Mr, Chairman, tohave a thorough
investigation carriedout into this matter (Hear! Hear!)

Mr, WALCOTT: I thank the Hon. Minister for his in-
formation, He would see that the point I raised is that al-
though this contract has in it a fair wages clause, no con=
tract is binding on the wages you pay for the period of the
contract, In the fair wages clause in the United Kingdom,
if wages change in the contract period, you have to change
the contract accordingly. In connection with the Deep Water
Harbour, Messrs, Costain Ltd, had to pay wages which were
changed, The position is that Messrs, Robert Thom Ltd,,
will not get anything more out of this contract and therefore
they are not anxious to draw to the Government's attention
that wage changes have taken place, This amount of $13,64
per week cannot be a proper wage evenunder this five-year
contract, The Government is bound to make a change in
the wages if changes are made after the contract has been
signed,

The gquestion that I. Annexed Estimates — Post
Office —~ stand part of the Schedule was put and resolved
in the affimative without division,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, I beg to move
that a Resolution for the sum of $59,185 do now pass.

Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,
The question that this Resolution do now pass uns
put and resolved in the affimative without division.
Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: 1beg to move, Mr, Chairman,

that you do now report the passing of one Resolution in
Committee and ask for leave for the Committee to sit again,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division.

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr. SPEAKER resumed
the Chair and reported accordingly.

On motions of Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD, seconded by
Hon, C. E. TALMA in each case, the Resolution passed
in Committee was read a first and second time and
agreed to,
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APPROPRIATION BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of theday stands in the
name of the Hon, Premier:~ Tomovethe second reading of
a Bill to grant a sum of money out of the Public Treasury
and to appropriate the same for the service of the Island
for the year ending on the 31st March, 1963,

Hon, E. W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, by the provisions of
the Executive Committee Act which for the past 70 years
has guided the procedure in financial matters in this
Chamber, the relationship between the Executive Commit=
tee and the Legislature, and the vesting of public properties
in the Executive Committee in trust for the people of this
island of Barbados, it has been customary before the 31st
day of March ineach and every year from that date onwards
when the instrument become part of the Statute Law of this
island, for the person in charge of Government Business =
one of the four members of the Executive Committee - to
introduce a detailed account of all the revenue which the
Government of the colony contemplated for the ensuing year,

This year, 1962, for the first timein the sixty-third
year of the operation of the Executive Committee Act, I as
Minister of Finance after giving due notice to the members
of the Legislature in December, 1961 - some three months
ago = that sucha post was contemplated, deem it my duty
now to move the second reading of the Bill popularly known
as the Appropriation Bill for the year, 1962-63,

I do not intend except in very general terms to make
reference to the Capital Estimates as they will be the sub~
ject of a separate Resolution; but I must at some stage
mention the Capital Estimates because it has been custom~
ary topresent the Estimates for Current Expenditure and
Current Revenue along with the Capital Estimates at the
same time and within the covers of the same document,
1, therefore, with some indulgence, will move on to Order
No, 2 which is the second reading of the Bill to grant a
sum of money out of the Public Treasury and to appro-
priate the same for the service of the Island for the year
ending on 31st March, 1963,

Mr, SPEAKER: That is the Order which is called,

Hon, E. W. BARROW: 1 am merely pointing out that
the Orders have not been set down in proper sequence,
and I do not want to be accused of jumping the Order Paper
or anything like that; but the second part of Order No, 1
was not dealt with, I understand that we have set aside Or=
der No, 1; so just having explained my position to the Chair,
I will proceed now to Order No. 2, and Order No, 1 =~ Capi=
tal Estimates = will be dealt with immediately after the
second reading of this Order,

Now, Mr, Speaker, the salient points which I wantto
memntion here will be on the Appropriation Bill, and I am
deliberately refraining from describing it as the Budget
for the year 1962-83, because, as I indicated before, the
Financial Department of Government under my guidance in=
tends to introduce a Budget and a Finance Bill some time
before the 30th June this year, when a proper evaluation of
the finances of the country will have been made; and there-
fore this motion which I am asking here today does not in-
clude any provision for taxation and does not in itself con-
tain any provision for Capital Expenditure; neither is it in-
tended in any more than a cursory manner at this stage to
give an economic survey and a study of the state of the na-
tion on the introduction of this Appropriation Bill in its
second reading, All that will bedone, as I indicated before,
some time before 30th June when the full Development Plans
of the Government shall have been drawn up and when we
have succeeded, I hope, inmaking provisionby way of Loan
Funds on different markets for the financing of these Plans,

It is also, of course, our intention to introduce a new
provision called a Finance Act in whichthe changes in du-
ties and the incidence of taxation willbe dealt with; but, as
1 said before, we are now under the operation of the Execu~
tive Committee Act of 1891 when it is necessary for us to
present a detailed list of expenditure and revenue of the Is=
land for the coming year, but that expenditure and revenue
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is of a recurrent natureonly and is really an appropriation
for the different Departments, Imight point out, Sir, that in
the United Kingdom the Budget Speech proper is not made
until some time during the month of April although the
financial year ends on 31st March, as it ends here. The
reason why the Chancellor of the Exchequer does not find
it convenient to introduce the Budget before the month of
April is not because he is inhibited by any statutory pro-
hibition, but because it is not possible tomake an accurate
evaluation = but only a speculative one = of the true revenue
of the country until the majority, if not all, of the receipts
are paid into the Treasury of the country, We are in much
the same position here in Barbados today,

If I may illustrate the necessity for waiting for the
actual figures, the revised Estimates of expenditure which
have been printed in the Draft Estimates for the past year
are actually inexcess of the actual amounts which have been
paid out from the Treasury of this Island during the same
period. There will be, as far as we can see, no Revised
Estimates of expenditure. The Revenue Account is reason~
ably accurate because most of the receipts are in, and we
can calculate at this point of time with reasonable accuracy
the amount of revenue which will accrue tothe Treasury of
this Island during the next three weeks.,

Another reason why I find it necessary for that matter
to wait before the presentation of the Budget is that the
economic position, not only of this Island, but of the world
with which we are immediately concerned is inwhat I may
describe as a state of flux, and is undergoing a certain:
amount of change due tothe disequilibrium of interest rates
and the economies of the Western democratic countries at
the present time,

There are various unsettling factors whichare appar=
ent. One of the predominant ones is the fact that the British
Government, although it has published its Economic Survey,
has not introduced its Finance Bill and has not passed its
Budget. The second factor is the possibleentry of the United
Kingdom into the European Common Market; and the third
factor is the instability of the World Sugar Market, which
instability is due to causes over which we have little con-
trol, due to matters of internationalpolitics, Those are the
three reasons which I can think of readily; there may be
additional reasons, Those are the three reasons whichI can
think of readily while the generaleconomic situationis in a
state of fluxor undergoing change; that happens periodically
in the economy of countries with which we have to deal.

Sir, to give you an illustration of a possible influence
which may be exerted on our situation here in Barbados.
Five days ago, the Bank of England reduced its rate to
5 1/2%. We, in this country, for a long time have been suf-
fering from a shortage of capital, and this shortage has been
actuated by thehigh interest rates paid in the outside world.
It is therefore very encouraging to see thatthe bank rate of
England, although that is not the mortgage rate, has made a
move in what I consider the right direction, because if you
are to have any useful development plan set in motion in
this Island, other parts of the Caribbean and other parts of
the world concerned with our area, then it is absolutely
necessary for us to take loans at a reasonable rate of in-
terest.

1 am not predicting, S8ir, that because the bank rate has
gone down 5 1/2%, we necessarily will be able to obtain
Joans at a cheaper rate than we could obtain them two or
three months ago, There are other factors which influence
the market rate of interest, on all common interest on
money markets, which usually are 1/2% higher than the
prevailing rate of interest, And we know that the bank rate
does not move up day by day. Therefore, when it is brought
down to 5 1/2% we know that it is done after due considera-
tion has been given to.thzexport trade, the balance of trade
and the currency situation and matters of that kind, That
is why I say that it is very encouraging to know that the
bank rate has come down to 5 1/2% after going as high as
7 1/%% during the past two years, Because of that great
pressure was exerted on the Financial Department and me
by a foreign agency. Without saying anything disparaging
about this agency which supplies advice to Colonial terri~
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tories, although this pressurewasexerted fromasearly as
December to take up loans in order to finance the Deep
Water Harbour, I decided to wait and see what would happen
because the trends did not seem to me to be unfavourable
for the purpose of raising capital.

The position then, Sir, is not only would it be possibly
easier for us to obtain the money which we need for re-
financing of the Harbour project, which I said is about $13
million for the Contractor constructing the Harbour, but
the money was taken from various Reserve Funds pending
the raising of loans, Permission for the raising of loans,
approximately $21 million, dates as far back as July, 1957.
We have not been able to raise that loan, and as a result the
reserves of this country were depleted in order to pay for
the Harbour construction. I do not think znyone of us would
dispute, when we establish a capital work of the magnitude
of the Deep Water Harbour from whichgenerationsto come
- probably three or four if not more, if the Harbour is not
previously destroyed by an Act of God — will be enjoying
amenities created by this generation, that it is equally right
that the reserves should be built up out of the extra burdens
imposed on the people of Barbados, During the past ten
years the people of Barbados were overtaxed, and an amount
of $5 1/2 million of the money which the Government
amassed during that time was sent outside, If I make any
reference to the past Government, I want to make it clear
that I make it as a Minister of Finance, and not as a politi=
cian, I do not see how I could operate the finances of this
country in the vacuumn of 1962-63, I think it is only right
that I should acquaint members of the Legislature of the
situation then, and the situationwhichobtains at the present
juncture.

In the year 1955, the people of Barbados were over=
taxed. Even after the raids which weremade by supplemen-
tary appropriationsby different Government Departments
during the course of the year, you collected a revenue of
$5 1/2 million in excess over expenditure. The sum of
$5 1/2 million in an economy like this is taking a lot of
money out of circulation. That money was not reinvested
in the Island of Barbados; that money was taken out of
the purchasing power of the taxpayers of this country, Dur-
ing the years from 1951 onwards the Government of Bar-
bados collected a minimum of $2 million in excess of ex~-
penditure by way of taxation and this was put in to the
General Reserve Fund: and then, by a stroke of genius, it
was decided, so large wasthe amount accruing to the Fund,
to split that Fund in half, and to put half of it in what was
called the Revenuve EqualisationFund, the other half, there-
fore, going to the General Revenue Balance,

Now, Sir, if I give you some indicationof what went on,
in the financial year, 1951=52, $1.2 millionwasput into the
Fund, That meant that the gross amount collected in that
year amounted to $2.5 million. Inthe financialyear 1952-53
$1.16 million was put into that Fund which meant that a
surplus of $2.3 million was collected,

In 1953-54, 1.34 was collected — a surplus of over
$2 million, In 1954-55, 1,8 million, a surplus of $3,6 million;
in 1955=58, 1,5 million, whichon paper looks like a surplus
of $3 million approximately; and in 1956=57, 1.45 million, a
surplus of approximately $3 million again, Youwill see that
the surpluses between 1951 and 1957 were of the order of
some $15 million during that period of time, That was fif=-
teen million dollars of the purchasing power takenout of the
pockets of the taxpayers of this island. As I said before,
sometime arcund there, the Revenue Equalisation Fund Act
was changed i order to change the percentage from 50%
of the surplus balance to an amount to be decided on by the
Governor~in-Executive Committee, From the year 1957
until the year 1960 no money was paid into the Revenue
Equalisation Fund at all because all the money was being
dedicated to the construction of the Deep Water Harbour,
and therefore no balances were paid in at al], but there
were balances during those years.

It was the first time in history = and when I say that,
I mean from 1950 = that we have ever had a deficit in the
island’s finances; that was in the year 1961-62, It is true
that in the year before that the Government budgeted for a

deficit, but they actually achieved a surplus in that year,
Therefore there has been, inmy opinion, a systematic over
taxation of the people of this island during the past ten
years, In this year 1961-62, in this present financial year,
the figures would give the impression that the Government's
estimate of a deficit is accurate, butthat is not so because
there would have been a surplus if the Government had not
permitted themselves to be inveigled into salary increases
to the Civil Servants to the tune of over $3 million in an
Election year, and in a year when they actually budgeted
for a deficit, As far as I am concerned, and as far as my
Government is concerned, we will have to make good this
deficit in some way. 1 do not begrudge any Civil Servam
a higher salary, We have already indicated that the Minis~
ters cannot expect any increases and that we are a way
below the first two tiers of the hierarchy of the Civil Service.
It is time that members of the Clvil Service realise that
they are very privileged people in this community; I hope
that they will return to the community something commen=
surate with the amount of salaries and other fringe benefits
which they are obtaining from the Government, When1 say
fringe benefits, I mean loans for purchasing motor cars to
which the Ministers are not entitled, leave passages to the
United Kingdom, pensions and things of that sort, I know
that. there are some politicians who feel that they are en~
titled to pensions too, Iwant to say that the present position
in Barbados is that the people who accept ministerial office
= this is not an appealfor any increase in pay for the Min~-
isters = the people who have ultimate responsibility are
now being paid less than perhaps the first five or six people
in their respective Departments. If, therefore, we are in
this year calling upon all sections of the community not only
to affect economies in their respective patterns, but also to
invest money so that the community may expand at a rate
which is at least commensurate with the rate of population
growth, if we call upon people to tighten their belts, it is
because we are prepared to tightenour belts as well and to
set an example.

Perhaps another highlight of the Bill is that Your
Honour has decided to set an example to the Legislature
by tightening your belt, if it can be tightened any more
(Laughter) by accepting a reductionof $1,200 a year in your
per sonal emoluments. The Government has alsodecided that
the Legislature should make a gesture in order to empha=-
size the true economic position of the country by taking
out the vote for $14,000 which was formerly included for
the provision of meals for the members of this House. We
have not interfered in any way with the provision of the
meals which the Other Placeobtains by making any reduc~
tion of the amount for the food there, It is just over $500 — a
small amount for the total food bill of the Other Place, and
we did not think it competent for us to reduce that amount
because the Members of the Other Place do not receive any
salary. I thought that it would be undignified for us to sit
down here and cut down such a bill; but if we are asking
people to be aware and to be alive to the economic hazards
which beset us, if we are asking people to make this great
1ift, if we are calling for ahigher level of productivity and
a higher increase in the standard of living which will in=-
crease the productivity of the island by schemes which we
have to introduce in the next financial year, it was neces=
sary for us and the Legislature to set an example to the
community. It may be only a token; one may say that this
sum of $14,000 is not much, but every little bit helps, I have
had to spend many days and nights seeking ways and means
of pruning, not slashing, the overall expenditure for the
ensuing year, and I have tried to do so in places where it
would hurt least and IThave had to make an overall reduction
in the original Draft Estimatesof nearly $3 million; so that
on the Draft Estimates as envisaged before the 4th Decem-~
ber, 1961 we would have had a deficit this year of $5 mil-
lion,

I have already had to take out certain items = and I will
give hon, members the details— by very judicious pruning
and calling upon Government Departments to forego certain,
I would not call them luxuries, but sometimes.hecessities
especially when these necessities have had to be l.mported
from -abroad. We have had to take out $3 million from the
Estimates in addition to the deficit which we can see of
$1,978,791 which we are at present contemplating. InotRer
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words, Sir, the estimated revenue for the year 1962-63 is
$25,835,200; the estimated expenditure for the same period
will be $27,813,991, To put these in round figures, Sir, it
is roughly $26 million as against $28 million, leaving an
excess of expenditure over revenue of some $2 million,
Those are the crude figures whichIcangive to the House at
this stage. I hope that in the process of time I will be able
1o reduce the gap between expenditure and revenue, perhaps,
to nil, and I would be veryover=-optimistic, I think, to hope
that I will be able to convertthis into a surplus by the 31st
March, next year. I am going tohavea very good try at it,
and therefore I am not going 10 go any more into the ques=-
tion of how this is going to be achieved. It can only be
achieved in view of the fact that we have effected all the
economies that we are effecting or have effected in the
Draft Estimates obviously by investigating the sources of
raising additional revenue.

I think, Sir, that although it is not customary at all for
the Chancellor of the Exchequer or Minister of Finance to
tell the public or members of the Legislature what he is
not going to do, Ithink it is only fair to say I do not contemn-
plate any increases in the rate of income tax during the
next financial year, It is not, of course, in order politically,
legally, constitutionally or advisable to say what Iam going
to do, but I think, since I am calling on you personally,
members of the Legislature and everyone who has the in-
terest of Barbadus at heart, to make some sacrifices, that
I should at least allow them togoto their beds tonight with
light hearts by telling them that no increase in the current
rates of income tax are contemplated during the financial
year, 1962=-63, I do not think, Sir, that the Island can afford
it, and by the ‘“‘Island’’ 1 mean not only the people taxed
higher than in all the surrounding territories in so far as
income tax is concerned, and I say ‘‘incometax'* advisedly,
and I think I can also include companies tax. When I say
“income tax" I see the hon, junior member for Christ
Church relax in his seat, I am sorry I did not indicate to
him before that by income tax I refer also to companies
tax, We do not contemplate increasing our company rates
from 40% to 45% as was recently done in British Guiana.
We do not comtemplate anything like that: because when I
said that it is not a good thing for the country at this junc=
ture 1o increase the rates of companies tax, I do not only
mean that the wage earners or people living on annuities
and pensions are already paying as much income tax as
they can be reasonably expected to pay, but I seriously en-
tertain the belief that if we attempted to increase the rates
of companies tax, it will cause a falling off in the level of
investment in this Island during the next three vears, and
that is something I want to avoid at all costs.

Mr. Speaker, we do not have any contr >i over the psy=
chological influence which activates the human breast, and
therefore although we may consider it unpatriotic for peo~
ple to take up money and invest in companies outside this
Island to which I consider they owe the first duty, yet in
view of the fact that as recently as last week I felt myself
constrained to make a Statement that we did not intend to
impose any restrictions on the free conversion of sterling
or any restrictions on capital export, I do not think that at
the same time or in the very next breath we should come
and do something which would encourage people to take their
money and invest it elsewhere,

We have been making a comparative studyof the level
of taxation in all the West Indian territories and of the
inducements which are being offered to countries not only
within the British Commonwealth but outside of it which
may immediately affect the levelof investment in Barbados.
We have been making a thorough study of this, and it is my
conclusion, opinion and decision that this year there should
be no increase in the rates of companies tax or income tax,
It will therefore be necessary for us to investigate other
sources of raising revenue and so of diminishing the gap
between the Estimates of expenditure and the Estimates
of public revenue for this year, When I say this year, I mean
the financial year, 1962-63, and I hope that hon, members
will observe the proprieties and not press me to disclose
any more than 1 have disclosed, because it is not my inten-
tion to yield on this point, It must remain a Budget secret
urtil the Budget is actually declared, and Ithought that the
greatest concession that 1could make at this stage is to tell
hon, members what I do not intend to do.

If 1 may therefore pass on, Sir, certain innovations
have been introduced. I know that some hon. members do
not like innovations; they do not like streamlining, but I
could not deal with the Estimates in the traditional form.
I think the form in which they have now been presented not
only makes them more readable, but it certainly makes
them easier for the laymanto follow the Government's pat-
tern of expenditure from one Department to another, I have
tried along with the financial staff, to simplify the layout
of the Estimates as much as possible and as may be com-
patible with accuracy and commonsense, Various other
innovations have been introduced with the co-operation of
the economic staff, and as I indicated before in December,
at my request we have deleted from the Estimates of reve-
nue and expenditure certain items which, in my opinion,
were only serving to inflate the Estimates unnecessarily,

If I may give youan indication = strictly from memory
— because I cannot find the figures, in income tax, for
instance, youwill find that a sum of about $500,000 has been
deleted from income tax which was a refund of income tax.
The reason for thatis that under the P.A.Y.E. system taxes
are collected throughout the year and then at the end of
the year certain persons are still required to make out
income tax returns: and when those returns are made up,
it is discovered that those persons were overtaxed because
proper deductions have not been made out, When this money
is paid in, the figure then has to be paid back to the tax~
payer, The figure is known to fluctuate around $500,000; and
this, I think, should be a matter of internal accounting and
not re-duplicating the work which has to be done by the
Audit Department and the Income Tax Department, Similar«
ly, in the Customs Department, the amount of $500,000;
therefore, that is $1 million which we have taken out of
the Estimates, You have added in $1 millionunder Customs
and Excise and income tax, and youthenhave to take it out
on the other side in Drawbacks and payments tg ihcome tax
payers, o

We have also taken out of the Curremt Estimates
$510,000 for the expansion of the road building programme
by the Department of Highways and Transport. That money
is transferred to Capital Estimates,

Quite apart from all of that, quite apartfrom the dele=
tion of these Heads of Customs Drawbacks and Refund of
Income Tax — and of course, reimbursement for the rein-
statement of highways which is another item whichhas ¥een
taken out because the Public Utility companies usually pay
the Department of Highways and Transport for the rein-
statement of highways after they have laid down pipes and so
on for them, I have made the request that the money should
be deposited by these utility companies in advance. We used
to be asked here to vote the money for the reinstatement
of Highways: and after the highways had been reinstated by
the Department, then the Barbados Light and Power Com-~
pany or whichever utility company it was that dug up the
highways would reimburse the Department onpresentation
of the bill for the amount. That has been deleted as well
because that is a self balancing project. Those items will
also occur on both sides of the Balance Sheet because any=
one who isfamiliar with the proper estimating of the nation-
al economy and being acquainted with Estimates of revenue
and expenditure would know that if you go up to an Inter-
national Agency for assistance, that agency would look at
your revenue and expenditure over a period of years and
begin to break it down; and if they see that you are inflating
your revenue and expenditure unnecessarily, that is the
kind of thing which does not tend to inspire confidence or
respect in these quarters, I do not intend this criticism to
anyone, but in my opinion it is not a proper system of ac-
counting and therefore, if the Estimates for revenue and
expenditure are Jower or does not compare with the Esti-
mates of revenue for last year, it is because we have taken
out over $1 million in these self-balancing things. In addi~
tion to the reductions which have been made, the judicious
pruning to which lhave referred, we have certain inevitable
increases in the Estimates of expenditure, quite apart from
the question of nearly $3 million for those Civil Servants®
increases,

~ If Imaygive an illustration of that, we have a provision
for the first time under the Pensions Acts of 1962-47 and

—— —— —— ——————



168

1961=44 = and I think there is an amendment to one of those
Acts now to include brothers and sisters of the deceased
employee of the Government in the workers' section = to
include provision for the pensions for the public employees
and casual employees under these two Acts: and therefore,
that will be an increase which would not hatve occurred in
last year's Estimates of expenditure,

Sir, I am very happy to state that there is another in-
crease which I do not think any member of the House will
quarrel with, and that is that the Government has decided
as from 1st April, 1962 to increase the rate of pension of
old people from $2,15 to $2,40 a week, (Che ers) I think that
these people have been waiting for that increase from 1958
and it is not the intention of the Government to drag its
foot on matters of that kind where there is 10 disagreement.
I think that even the past Hon, Minister of Social Services
may be sounding his praises when he rises on his feet 1o
speak on this matter, although his Government resisted the
idea that these pensioners should be paid more than $2,15
a week and although that was the amount given to them in
an election year,

The other aspect of increased expenditure which is not
yet known is due to the fact that the Police Service Com~
mission Report has not yet been received by the Govern=
ment although I understand that it is nearing completion
or has been completed, The members of the Barbados Po=
lice Force are drawing the same emoluments which they
were drawing during the year 1961-62, The situationis not
that they got the increase recommended by the Salaries’
Commissioner and are now looking forward to anincrease
of that; the situation is that theyhavedrawn no increase at
all, Therefore, this is a quantum of increase which is in-
evitable, There is bound to be an increase for that, What
it is I cannot say: but I cannot see that it can be less than
$300,000 a year, The Estimates of expenditure would there~
fore have to be increased in this respect when the Govern~
ment comes down with a Resolution for an increase to the
people in this Department,

There are several other features, some of which may
be described as novel or innovations: but there are other
new features of the Estimates on which the Appropriation
Bill is based. You will notice that the Departments have
been set out under the several Ministries,

It is proposed that the Ministry of Agriculture, Lands
and Fisheries is to be fully integrated by the lst April,
1962, that is, some three weeksfromtoday’sdate, It is also
proposed that the Ministry of Education would be fully in=
tegrated sometime this year, so that you will not have a
Department of Agriculture and a Ministry of Agriculture,
but a Ministry of Agriculture with a Chief Technical Officer,
as he is already designated; and youwillhave a Ministry of
Education for whom we are making provision in new quart=
ers quite close to the Government Buildings in Bay Street,
You will have a Minister of Education with technical advi-~
sers under him. At the present moment we have a kind of
hybrid set up in this Ministry whereby youhave a Minister
and a Permanent Secretary, an Acsistant Secretary super=
imposed on top of a Department with a Director, an Assis=
tant Director, and so on, When we imegrate these Minis~
tries it is hoped that there willbenot only a much greater
co-ordination inthe work of the rwo Devartments, but in this
intra=Departmental set up, we will no longer have this
situation of the left hand not knowing what the right hand
is doing; youinyour small corner and 1 in mine, The Minis=
ter will sit in the same building with the Chief Officer and
the Permanent Secretary and all the rest of his technical
administrative staff. We have contemplated the integration
of these Ministries by setting out the Estimates i1 the form
in which we have done,

Mr, Speaker, under Head XXVII you will also notice
that all the votes for repairs have been amalgamated in a
block vote, Before this, a certsin ainount would be voted
for the upkeep of the Prisons, the Schools and that sort of
thing; but all this money is spem by the Public Works De-
partment and therefore it is the Public Works vote, Of
course, different avenues of expenditure heve stiligotto be
itemised and detailed, but there is no point in splitting up

e

nonrecurrent expenditure, in my opinion, Of course, this is
a marter which all hon, members are entitled to discuss,
but the form in which the Estimates are presemted isa
matter for the Minister of Finance and it would be surpris-
ing if they were not presented in any other form than the
traditional one, because we have never had a Minister of
Finance before, 1 want to exercise certain economies not
only of expenditure, but economies of space, stationery and
vouchers passing from one Department to another and Min~
utes passing from a man who has to requisition something
from the Director of Public Works, The Director of Public
Works and all other money=spending Departments will not
only be subject to the supervision of the Legislature, but
as you are aware, Mr, Speaker, we have prepared - and
we will be inviting the House to move an amendment to the
Standing Orders of this Place = a new Finance Accounts Bill
whereby every single individual Department in this island
will be responsible to the Legislature inthe first and in the
last analysis, and subject to the supervisionof a Public Ac=
counts Committee, I think that this Comiittee will be set
up sometime in April this year. Perhaps I should mention
at this stage that although we have taken out votes from
certain Departments and put them in other Departments,
it does not mean that these Departments will do what they
like, because the Legislature willhave greater controlover
the expenditure of public funds than they have ever had in
the past,

Under Head XXX the staff of the Waterworks Department
has been strengthened by twenty additional officers as
against what they had in 1961 =62, Under Head XXXII we have
not included any subsidy for the Transport Board, although
they have put in an estimate of $160,000, This may scund
rather harsh, but lfeelthis way about it, and hon. members
will agree with me, If you had aperson running a business
for you and at the beginning of the year he told you that he
anticipated making a loss for the next twelve months of
$150,000, not only would you ask him to have his head
examined but you might ask him to go and look for another
job, I am not saying that we are asking the Head of the
Transport Board to look for another job, although it may
come to that very soon, (/aughter) I think it is pure,
unadulterated effrontery on the part of a statutory body
which last year claimed in their financial statement which
they presented that they have only lost $19,000 = and I know
hon. members will have their tongues intheir cheeks when
they hear that; and they have sortof lulled the members of
the House and the public into a senseof false security, and
now they served notice on the Government that they intend
to lose $150,000, You cannot blame me if | have deleted that
utem. If they intend to lose money, they will have o know
where to get it from, 1am not asking the Legislature to vote
any money to subsidise the transport services onthese pre~
mises. I absolutely refuse to do so; they have full powers
under the Act to satisfy the banks that they are operating in
the proper way; they cannot have all the freedom of a Gov=
ernment Department and all the immunities and freedom of
action which private business enjoys, I do not regard the
Transport Board as anorganisation of Government; they are
a statutory body and if they want to assert their indepen-
dence, we want them to operate independently for a short
time, and in the next report they submit there will be
nothing like the loss which they anticipate now, If we en~
courage them to budget for a loss, they will never set
their house in order. I am not coming back for this subsidy
of $150,000, That is out from now until the 31st March
1963. What I have done with the $150,000 is a matter of
great interest, ] know that the hon, junior member for St.
Joseph, like myself, is a representative of a Northern
and an Eastern parish and he is very anxious to know what
is going to be done about the constructionof the East Coast
Road, :

We have discovered that a road~surfacing machine which
will «complete this job in a very short space of time, 10
hon. members® delight, will cost about $150,000, It was
estimated some seven years ago that a machine of this type
could re-surface all the roads in Barbados in a space of
time berween four and six momhs, and sucha type of equip-
ment - I think it is only a2 trade name - is a Barber Green
equipment; and far from cutting down onthe number of rol«
lers ac has been the practice and the amount granted to
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the Highways Department, we are undertaking a serious
programme of road construction, and the type of road which
we envisage is a dual lane carriage way, because we are
not building for 1962 but for 1992 as well, and a dual lane
carriage way will be built on the East Coast Road, I am
glad to say that I think the $150,000 which the Cabinet
has agreed to include in the Estimates under Head XXX1I -
Highways and Transport = for road finishing equipment
is a much better expenditure than the deficit of $150,000
for the Transport Board.

Mr, SPEAKER: May I remind certain hon, member s of
Standing Order No. 29 (6) which reads as follows:=

‘*while a member is speaking allother Members shall
be silent or shall confer only in undertones, and shall not
make unseemly interruptions,*’

Let the Hon, Premier proceed,

Hon, E. W, BARROW: You will notice, Sir, that there
is a net increase in the cost uf education of $1,4 million.
This $1.4 million is chiefly due to the increased salaries
of teachers, The amount for free secondary education which
was introduced earlier this year is a very small proportion
of this, certainly less than $200,000, but I want to make it
clear that this $1,4 million is not at all due to free second=
ary education, but to the salary increases which have been
granted to members of the teaching service,

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Mr, SPEAKER: It now being 2 p.m. 0'clock, this Sitting
now stands suspended until 2,30 p.m, o'clock,

(n resunption:

Mr, HUSBANDS: Mr, Speaker, L beg todraw your atten=
tion to the fact that there is no quorum and ask that you
direct the Clerk to ring the Bell.

Mr, SPEAKER: My attentionhas beendrawnto the fact
that there is no quorum, Let the Bell be rung.

The Rell was rng and a quarum was obtained,

QUESTION TIME
Question Time was called,

Mr. SPEAKER: There are four questions for Oral
Answer, The first Question for Oral Answer is No, 3 stand~
ing in the name of the hon, junior member for St, Joseph, a
question in connection with the construction of the East
Coast Road,

Mr, SMITH: Mr. Speaker, the question reads as fol-
lows:=

*‘To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:=

Will Government state whenwill the constructionof the
East Coast Road commence?'’

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON:; Mr,Speaker, the commence-
ment of the construction of the East Coast Road awaits the
completion of the preliminary survey atpresent being car~
ried out by the Department of Highways and Transport with
a view to the preparation of an estimate of the cost.

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, willthe Minister state about

what time he expects the survey by the Highways and
Transport to be completed?

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, lamnotina
position to say exactly when that survey will be finished, but
it is being carried out at present,

Mr, SPEAKER: I think the hon, member asked not
‘exactly’ but ‘‘about what time?"

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: I cannot say, Sir,

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, I wonder if the Minister is in
a position to state when it was started.

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, the commence-
ment of the survey was in the latter part of last year; it is
still in progress now,

Hon, E. W. BARROW: 1 do not know, Mr, Speaker,
whether I can assist the hon. member, because this is an
aspect of the matter with which the Minister of Communi-
cations may not be intimately concerned, There are cer-
tain Bills which have already been drafted, one of which was
turned down by the Other Place in the last session of the
House, and that concerned development charges and better-
ment charges, I also indicated to the House some time pre-
viously that in order to speed up the survey of the East
Coast Road that I had applied for assistance in the form of
surveyors and engineers.

2,35 p.m,

At this stage, I can assure the hon, member that it is
proposed to start construction of the road itself as soon as
possible after the introduction of the Capital Budget in May
or June, that is perhaps, sometime in July, Of course, that
is subject to our getting the necessary assistance in time,
We are saying that the construction of the road is one of
our major projects in our plan,

PROVISION OF WATER SERVICE IN
EACH HOME

Mr.SPEAKER: The next Reply which has been laid is
to Question No, 5, which is also in the name of the hon,
junior member for St. Joseph,

Mr, L, E, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, QuestionNo, 5, reads
as follows:

**To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:-

Will Government, as soon as possible, provide a water
service in each home in this island?

2. If the answer to No, I is in the negative, will Govern=
ment in the alternative, provide stand posts at distances of
not more than 100 yards apart in each village throughout
the Island?

Hon, G, G. FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, in reply to the
question asked by the hon, junior member for St. Joseph,
the answer is as follows:=

‘“The provision of a water service in a private resi-
dence is a matter for the owner but the Government will
continue to make services aseasily available as resources
will allow,*’

‘2, Standposts will continue 10 beerected in villages
on the recommendation and with the co-operation of the
Councils for the three Local Government areas,"

CHANGE OF DAY FOR THE PAYING OF OLD
AGE PENSIONS

Mr, SPEAKER: The next reply which has been laid is
to Question No, 7, which stands in the name of the hon,
senior member for St. Joseph, but the hon. member hape
pens not to be in his place,

The next Question for oral answer is a question put by
the hon, junior member for St, Peter in connection with the
date of payment of Old Age Pensioners in St, Peter.,

Mr, HUSBANDS: Mr, Speaker,

To enquire of the Minister of Social Sservices:-

Will the Government consider changing the day of pay=-
ing the Old Agse Pensioners in St, Peter from Saturday to

Friday owing to traffic conditions in Speightstown on
Saturday mornings?
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Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, in reply to the
question, I am pleased to report that the matter has been
considered and instructions have been given for the change
in paying days to be made immediately.

Mr, GODDARD: Mr, Speaker, may lenquire of the Hon,
Minister if that will happen throughout the [sland?

Mr. SPEAKER: The question only appliestoSt, Peter,

Hon. A. DaC, EDWARDS: I would like to say that this
question was asked concerning the people in St, Peter and
this answer concerns only the people of St, Peter,

Mr. GODDARD: Will the Hon, Minister consider making
this an islandwide procedure owing to the fact that payment
of wages on Friday is an island-wide practice and it would
be an advantage for these people to have their pension on a
Friday too instead of a Saturday?

Hon, A, DaC. EDWARDS: lhave no objection if the hon,
member or any other hon, member would makeout a pro-
per case,

Mr. GODDARD: 1 thought I had madeouta proper case
in my few remarks,

TURNING IN OF WATER ON PAY LATER BASES

Mr, SPEAKER: I observe that the hon, senior member
for St, Joseph is now in his place and I wonder if he would
like to put his question No, 7 now, since the answer is
ready,

Mr, COW ARD: Mr, Speaker, to enquire from the Appro-
priate_ Minister:=

Will Governmeént consider the advisability of turning in
water on an entire pay-later basis to a limited number of
houses annually, until every house in the Island has water
installed?

2. If the answer is in the negative, will Government state
why?

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: In reply to the hon, senior
member for St,Joseph, there is already available to house-
holders who require domestic water services installed in
their residences an instalment plan with a period of 24
months for the completion of payment,

Question 2, does not arise,

Mr, SMITH: Supplementary to the question asked, I
wonder if the Hon, Minister can state what is the down pay~
ment for the first instalment under this plan,

Hon, E. W, BARROW: While the Hon, Minister of Works
is looking through his file, I seem to remember that the
down payment is in the vicinity of 25% of the total cost,

RESOLUTION re PAYMENT OF GRATUITIES
TO MEMBERS OF FEDERAL LEGISLATURE

Mr, SPEAKER: There are no other answers ready to
questions; therefore, the House will now proceed with Pri-
vate Members® Business,

The First Order of the Day stands in the name of the
hon, senior member for St, Peter and that {s a Resolution
which reads as follows:=

‘*BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Assembly view
with alarm and disgust the decision of the Federal Legis-
lature to pay gratuities to Ministers and Members of the
Federal Legislature consequent upon the dissolutionof the
West Indian Federation,*’

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, youwere so kind to read
the full text of the Resolution that 1 consider it is not now
necessary for me to repeat that. I willonly state that may
be in my closing remarks, I may be forced to amend the

text by deleting the words ‘‘consequent upon’’ and inserting
the word ‘‘pending*® which would be more appropriate be-
cause the dissolution of the West IndianFederationis not a
lega] fact yet.

Mr, SPEAKER: Will it give the desired effect just by
the mere insertion of the word ‘‘pending**?

Mr, WALCOTT: Yes, Sir, it would read instead ‘‘pend-
ing the dissolution of the West Indian Federation",

Mr, Speaker, if there is anything in my view that would
undermine the stature and quality of politicians of the West
Indies, it is this outrageous and rapacious act by members
of the Federal Legislature in agreeing to vote gratuities to
Ministers and members of the Federal Legislature.
2,45 p.m,

Mr, Speaker, I would like to state atthe beginning that
I believe I am one who stood up early in my political life
and stated that legislators should be rewarded for their
services, Today I do not retract anything which I said early
in my political career, that isto say, that people who enter
public service inmoderntimes areentitled to be remuner=
ated for their services. At the same time, I do not believe
in feather-bedding politicians; 1 feel that if a man enters
political life, then he must be prepared to take all of the
consequences which are involved. The Federal Legislators
in my opinion, were handsomely paid; the payment they re-
ceived was not only in keeping with the dignity of their
office, but the salaries paid to Federal Ministers and mem-
bers of Parliament were out of proportion to the economy
of the territory which they represented.

In the main, the West Indies is apoor area: and tuday
when you hear so much about the viability of the area, it is
more than outrageous for those who hold positions of re-
sponsibility to expect to receive this type of treatment
when nothing takes place within the Legislature in their own
colony, I heard one of the Legislators make a statememnt
that it is prevalent in the West Indies for people to regard
politicians in the light that they should be born poor, they
should live poor, and they should die poor. I do not sub-
scribe to the view that a politician should die poor because
when he has served the people I do not see why he should
end wp in the gutter, At the same time, I do not subscribe
to the view that because a manis a politician, because he is
in public life, he must be sotreated that he should become
a millionaire as soon as possible, For that reason, I feel
that the sentiments l express are sentiments I echo from
the community as a whole onthis last phase of the Federal
Parliament and the Federal Legisiators® conduct,

Mr, Speaker, it is very revealing if we should look at
the situation boldly, logically and brutally. Today people in
the West Indies are fast becoming fanatics in their party
politics; they subscribe wholly to the philosophy that party
politics is a good thing and that it determines the method
by which you should conduct public affairs, If this is ac=
cepted by people, then they must pay the consequences, Any
examination of the Federal Structure will show that the
West Indian Federal Labour Party claimed that they won
an Election and the members who started the West Indian
Federal Labour Party were entitled to form the Govern=
ment, They did so. Now if members belong to a Party and
they can no longer ger along with each other, and their
party machinery becomes so brittle and fragile that it can
no Jonger hold together, why should the public be taken for
a ride on the back of party discipline, party rowing and
party quarrels? The Federal Labour Party has Mr, Norman
Manley in Jamaica as President, the Prime Minister, Sir
Gramley Adams, is a Vice-President, and Dr, Eric
Williams is one of the other Vice Presidents along with Mr,
Bird and the like. Now the three high priests cannot live
together in the same cathedral because the cathedralcan no
longer hold them; and why should the inhabitants of the com=
munity be called upon to pay this ransom? Why should we be
called upon to pay this? Mr, Manley said that he was not
going to the Federation, On the 30th December, 1957, the
present Prime Minister said that at the present time he
had no intention of going to the Federation, Dr, Williams
said that he was not going to the Federation either and Mr,




£

171

Bird made a similar statement. The newspaper said that
these people were leaving up the Federation and the lead~
ing statesmen should have taken the responsibility of going
there, It was sometime in January that Mr, Manley said
that he had made the irrevocahle decision, that he was not
a young man and therefore although the glitter of the prize
of the first Prime Minister of the West Indies Joomed high,
he made up his mind that it was essential for him to remain
in Jamaica and strengthen the Jamaican situation inorder
that they might help the situation in the Federal Govern~-
ment, Therefore he declined to go to the Federal Govern~
ment and made a statement to the effect that he and Dr,
Williams were quite prepared to support Sir Grantley
Adams for the position of Prime Minister,

Later in January, after that statement was made, about
the 15th, after a meeting called by Sir Grantley Adams in
Barbados, he was persuaded by his Party colleagues that he
should run for the Federal Parliament, He was quite pre=~
pared to run for that Parliament after he had the support of
these people, That is a brief idea of the composition of the
presem Federal Government, The high priests at thetime
decided to form a party; it is the same party in which the
Leaders of the Party cannot live together in the same
Cathedral, and the Leaders said that they would take their
respective territories out of the Federation, One said that
he was going for a Referendum. The Prime Minister said,
when the Referendum was being conducted, that he had no
doubt that Mr, Manley would win the Referendum; he said
that in an interview in Trinidad, In Queen's Park, at the
beginning of the campaign for the Local Government Elec-
tion in Barbados, the same Prime Minister who said that
he had no doult that Mr, Manley would win the Referendum,
said that Mr, Manley was the most intellectually dishonest
politician that he has ever come across in the 30 years of
his political life, I am dealing with the sequence of this
statement; the Vice-President of the Party said that the
President of the Party was the most intellectually dishonest
politician he had met for the last 30 years in politics, On
the other hand, the other high priest in Trinidad after the
Referendum had been taken, said that if Jamaica comes out
of the Federation he would not continue in it,

2.55 p.m,

You have the situation, Mr, Speaker, where the Party
in power which controlled the Federal Legislature, was
solely responsible for the breaking up of the Federation,
Those were the people inpower and the people behind them
in their respective territories were the ones that formed
the Government. The Federal Democratic Labour Party
was in the Opposition, It is known that in Trinidad the
Democratic Labour Party had the greater number of seats,
and that was the situation also in Jamaica, Well, with that
picture, Mr, Speaker, Iwas very confident that the Federa=
tion was heading for the rocks, not based on anything the
people in the various territories had done. The electorate
was not called upon to say whether they were satisfied or
dissatisfied; so the leaders themselves were the ones who
brought the Federation to this sorry state.

1 am not here, Mr, Speaker, making this a platform of
saying who is responsible for the break=-up. Now we hear
who is responsible for the break-up; but I say, Mr. Speaker,
that those responsible for the break=up were the leaders of
the Federal Labour Party who were in control, Those
were the ones to keep it; but it is just like in the local con~
text with a political Party like the last Government which
was in power, I do not see now that because some of the
members of the last Government are out we should com=
pensate them unless we had an Enabling Bill, ¥ for some
given reasons of sympathy we had to do that, and in some
other cases they had done it, maybe we would do so; but 1
feel the political Party that rims the Government must pay
the consequence for losing.

In addition to that, Mr, Speaker, 1 do not know how
much hon, members pay attention to Federal politics, but
you will remember that when these expensive delegations
went up to London in June, 1961, it was stated that with the
coming imo being of Independence, it was the intention of
Federal Government to hold elections in May, 1962, Now,
Mr, Speaker, if the intention of the Federal Government

—

was to hold elections in 1962, thenonwhat grounds can any
of the Ministers and members say that they had a right to
go back to the House of Representatives as if they had been
returned? Are they saying before hand that they are going
back and it does not manter? How do they know that? Even
here in Barbados we had an election before 1962 and
changes have taken place, There are five membersrepre-
senting Barbados. One is {ll and we would not want to speak
harshly of the sick and incapecitated, but this is not a Bill
for compensating the infirm and incapacitated; it is a Bill
passed ostensibly to compensate the well and hearty, and
ones shat live very well too,

What guaramntee have we, Mr, Speaker, that the same
forty=five members who adorn the West Indian Parliament
will be there after May, 1962? Sowhat claims do they have
on the Treasury? Now this is March and part of the Federal
Government is now in the United Kingdom, We do not know
how long they have to spin out before May, but in any case
it looks to me that May will come and they may still be
there holding on until the Bill passes, and when the Bill
passes it will begin to operate, Now you do not back~date
this Bill, You cannot pass a Bill saying the Federal Parlia=
ment is not in existence on 1st January, 1962; so you have
to pass a Bill, if this is March, saying that the Federal
Government will come to an end on 31st May. In any
case they would have earned what they would have
earned anyhow, because that is the date on which they were
going to have a new election,

Let us have a look at what is taking place with these
members, Some of them never had it so good, The principle
on which MacMillan won his election would apply to all the
Federal members; they never had it so good. 1 do not be=.
grudge them what they got. I always say that Ministers
should be well paid for their services. I have no envy of
members drawing their salaries, but let us examine what
the members earn; we know some of them because some
of them live in our midst,

Some of those members who adornthe Federal Parlia=
ment earned $24,000 in the last four years, and that is only
a conservative figure, They started off at $460 a month and
ended at $500; and I am not taking the full period at $800;
1 am taking the full period at the lower figure of $460,
K they had been drawing $460 a month, you will find
that at the end of this month which is March, they

have drawn each out of the taxpayers inthe
West Indies an amount of $24,000, These are men
go down there about two or three times a year,
I make bold to say that a member of the Bar-
s House of Assembly performs more services to the
ple of Barbados than a member of the Federal Leyis~
ture going there once or twice a year, and that is not
taking into account the $30 adaythat they get when attend-
ing Parliament = or $45 a day as I have been told, The
net amount paid to eachordinary member was $24,000, and
they came back here and did their work like any of us in
Barbados. I understand that they paid a lower rate of in~
come tax through some arrangement, and I do not know if
that applied to the Ministers, However the Federal mem-
bers paid a Jower income tax than those of us in Barbados,

EEE
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Now, Mr, Speaker, 1believe youhad the good fortune of
going to the Opening of the Federal Parliament; so you have
enjoyed some of the hospitality of the Federal Parliament. I
understand that the hospitality was not parsimonious; it was
very lavish indeed, Not that I felt you should not have been
entertained in that manper, because I know you can enjoy
and appreciate entertainmem in its proper form,

Mr, SPEAKER: A distinction was made between the
Leader of the Opposition and members of the Government
Party,

Mr, WALCOTT: When you went to the Opening, you
will very well remember the thunder and all the parapher-
nalia that was used, Now we know that the Ministers blew
a comb for four years. If yougo into the Ministerial Build-




ing in Trinidad, the hardest thing you will find a Minister
doing is looking for the right newspaper; he is either look
ing for the ‘‘Barbados Advocate’’, the “‘Daily Gleaner’ or
the '““Trnidad Guardian’!’' The majority of work theyhad to
do was to read the newspapers published in the various
islands, and each member sends hispapestothe other fel-
Jow, That is the sortof exercise that they had in the Federal
Parliament, because they had no Departmments to run in a
local context, as Ministers do here, The Minister of F inance
said that he was Minister of Finance without finance,
3.05 pam,

Now, this is how the Finance Minister has treated the
people in the end,

Sir, the Federal Ministers themselves have drawn
$50,000 in four years’ time, Are yougoingto tell me that a
Minister drawing $50,000 in four years’ time at the end of
that time, can still be poor? I do not have to say this but,
as hon, members know, some of the members of the Federal
Legislature will go back to their various territories and
will be elected to their local Parliament; but even if that
will not be the case, the average businessman in the West
Indies, if you give him $50,000 in four years® time. *rould
not work for anybody for the balance of his life,

I am not dealing with free trips which have been thrown
in to Ministers, but you also get them drawing money for
visiting their constituencies, Youget some of them living in
a place called Federal Park, You get this lavish living by
them which they did not pay for and in the end the Ministers
would have received $50,000 in four years,

Now, Sir, Barbadians are very sentimental and the
more money you have, the poorer they say you are, If you
talk about the Prime Minister, you have so many idiots in
Barbados who feel that you should say nothing about him,
As a matter of fact, whenever you speak of an individual
like him the idiots in Barbados say: ‘‘Oh, what you have
got against that person?’ You do nothave anything against
the person but you just cannot agree with what he does.
Some people say: ‘‘Ch, yes, you should give the Prime Minis-
ter a pension,' It istruethathehas got to the age which is
pensionable because if a man has reached an age which is
near to 65 years, he is getting to the age where he should be
pensioned, However, if you examine this matter inthe cir-
cumstances that you must give a politician who rises to the
high position of a Prime Minister apension, then you have
to examine the circumstances surrounding this matter, In
the last four years, the Prime Minister received around
$96,000, You do not have to go into the personal circum=
stances of the Prime Minister, but he has received more
than $60,000 from 1954 to 1958, As a matter of fact, during
that time he has received $50,000; therefore, in the last
seven years he has earned over $1/4 million from the pub-
lic, Are you telling me that & person like that is in impe-
cunious circumstances?

You have these outrageous and exorbitant salaries be=~
ing paid in a community which is poor and has less than
three million people. In India which is a community of 450
million where you have a Prime Minister Nehru, you do
not get that, India is a sub=continent, When you realise the
size of those places and what they are paying their Minis~
ters, and compare them with what the West Indian Ministers
were paid, you can very well see that the West Indian Min-
isters were some of the highest paid Ministers in the world,
As 1 have said, the Prime Minister of the West Indies re-
ceived $96,000 from the Federal Government, Along with
that, his Hospital bills are not subject to payment by hime=
self, I repeat, if anything has undermined the prestige of
West Indian politicians outside, it is this payment of gra=-
tuities to Ministers of the Federal Legislature, Peopls out=
side can only Jook at West Indians as & bunch of irresponsi-
bls, rapacious people who want to line their pockets with
money when they get in public life. That is the sort of ad~
vertisement which we have got from the Federal Legisla-
tors,

The consciences of some of them have shown up and
they have mads public ths suggestion that if they recsive
this gratuity, they aregoing togive itto charity, (A VOICE;
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Say the Conservative said so,) Well, the Conservatives rea-
lise that if they got it, they will have more heart affliction
by it, putting them possibly in ahigher income tax bracket.
I say so because I often heard Conservatives say that they
look disdainfully on money when it reaches a certain point
because they say: ‘‘What is the use of having money when

it means nothing to me because of what 1 pay on it,” They
say earning more money does not mean anything to them, 1
am saying, therefore, thatthe Conservatives mayhave de-

cided to give it to charity for one of these reasons, How=
ever, I am not reducing it to the narrow basis of what it
means to them in income tax, but I am putting it to the

fact of their conscience. Even the conscience of a Conser-
vative would speak to him: and if it is more than advertise=
ment that they will give up money which is given to them,

then I say that one of them whohas said that he is going to
give it 1o charity does not labelhimself as a Conservative,

1 would not like anyone to regard this as a move against
the Ministers or against people getting a reward for their
services, I will say this, If the circumstances which have
brought the Federation| to an end had been circumstances
other than political, that is to say, if it had been something
like an earthquake or something that made it impossible for
Parliament to sit anymore - say, that somebody had blown
up the Parliament and some of the Ministers had been killed
= you could very well say under those circumstances that
you grant them a gratuity, But you did not enter politics
with that in view. I entered politics cognisant of all the
consequences which result from it, If that be the case, why
then should I be rewarded for what I have to face? And if
that be the case, why should they be rewarded? They are
not removed from office because of anythingdone to them,
They, the politicians themselves, broke it up, It was a re=
sult of the doings of members of their own Party - Dr,
Williams and Mr, Norman Manley, Do you want then the
community to take over from the organ blowers? I do nct
think anyone should regard this as something against any
one person,

No one who would agree to pay these Legislators should
single out the Prime Minister and say that he agrees be-
cause the Prime Minister has made a contributionto public
life, We are not now discussing thathehas made a contri=
bution to public life and, who says that this is his end? He
entered public life and has risento the height of Prime Min~
ister, It was within his hands tohold on to the power which
was given him, and Isaythat the quality of leadership must
be exercised when you reach high places; therefore, the
Prime Minister had the opportunity of reaching that height
if all the qualities of leadership had resided in his brain,
He was given an opportunity greater than any other West
Indian because he had the first opportunity among all West
Indians to weld together the people from the scattered
territories and to give them the inspiration which they long=~
ed for; but far from doing that, he went abroad and had the
guts to tell the people in New York that Barbadians went to
Jamaica and taught the Jamaicans how to read and write,
3,15 p.m.

When you reach a position of responsibility and can go
on and do that, it is just like the foolish slurs that are made
in this Chamber about whether members thinkthathere is
a pond side club, He told a man that he had no right being on
the Governing Body of a School; whenhe was put in a posi=
tion in which he should have been like & magnet, instead of
drawing people to him, he made a statement which made
people run away from him, He has acted more to discredit
the West Indian unity which we have, and now today he wants
to see Dr, Bunche. The same people who are spending this
money passed New York and went to London; it is just like
you want to meet a fellow in Bridgetown, but you go all the
way down to St, Lucy first| They passed New York and went
to London and now they want to go back to New York! Whose
money would you spend like that? For a distance of 3,600
miles away, the plans passage would cost anything like $500
or $800 American and that is the sort of thing which you
read in the newspapers this morning, They are going to New
York and come back, and they are in London already, They
are going first class, Who ispayingfor all this? I hope that
we will be ableto deal more withthis matter when we come
to the appropriate Head of the Estimates dealing with
Federation,
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Mr. Speaker, I do not think that thoseof us in Barbados
would shelter at trying to unify what now remains of the
Federation, 1 think that the members of this Legislature
should be bold enough to say what they think of a matter of
this sort because, at this stage, 1am not one of those Legis-
lators who believe in putting Barbados to be in fronf of
everybody; but I believe inhaving my ownequals, I say that
in this Assembly hon, members must have the courage to
allow the West Indian public to know how we feel about how
Legislators should be rewarded, that is, in the context of
their political life; and because we are Legislators our~
selves we will not say that the sky is the limit, I say that
there is absolutely no justification for paying any Federal
Minister or member of the Federal Parliament one cent by
way of compensation in the circumstances which have
caused the Federation to be broken up. Mr, Speaker, with
those remarks, I have much pleasure in moving the passing
of this Resolution,

Mr. MOTTLEY and Mr, BOXILL rose to speak.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, junior member for St, Thomas
caught my eye first,

Mr, BOXILL: Mr, Speaker, in rising to support this
Resolution Iwant to make my position explicitly clear,

Mr, SPEAKER: Is the hon, member seconding the mo=
tion for the passing of this Resolution?

Mr, BOXILL: Yes, Sir. I am not going to make any
apology for what I am saying except Your Honour demands
it, It would have taken a John Dillinger, Al Capone, Pretty
Boy Floyd, Kidnappers of Bobby Greenley or aFrank Cos=
tello = only a man with the most diabolical machinations
could make a proposal of this sort, This is what I would
call robbery with violence; it is just the same thing as if
& man were to attack you with a stick or a gun and ask you
to empty your pockets, It is only amad man who would have
thought that these Parliamentary members should have
been compensated because he has broken up something
which they had started, For that matter, 1 should try to
break up the House of Assembly and then try to get a pen-
sion, These people are like a lot of people walking around
with the pretence that Sir Grantley Adams should have been
compensated; but compensated for doing what? If he had
come back to Barbados and had run for a seat in St, Thomas
he would have lost. Would you have compensated him then?
I say that there is absolutely no justification for giving any
Parliamentarian a pension other than what my colleague
has mentioned, that is if something over which he had no
control had happened = and there again it would be if we
felt that he had deserved something, It is not right for any
Parliamentarian to feel that he is entitled to a pension after
he had dissolved something which he had started, We must
let the general public know how we feel about these people;
I have always advocated that this is high class robbery,
They did not merely ask for $200,000; they asked for
$152,000 more, Now they are in England asking the Colonial
Office to stop something to which he has already given
sanction, Do they expect the Colonial Secretary to retract
the statement which he has made to Jamaica about inde~
pendence? 1 was in Jamaica during the time when the
referendum was being taken and I felt, from talking to
various people, that Mr, Manley would have lost the refer=
endum, Why didn*t these people go to Jamaica and try to
explain something and save the Federation? But they seem
to have had something made up. This is just like a few
little boys playing cricket. As soon as one fellow gets out,
he takes up the ball, the bat and the stumps and says that
there is no more play, They intended to break up the Fed~-
eration because they knew that there would have been no
place for them, and they wanted to put themselves as being
the first and only people who were able to start the Federa=
tiony They deliberately broke up this thing hecause they
were afraid that some of the dynamismof the D,L,P, might
have reached over there,

3.25 p.m,

They were afraid of themselves because they had no
place 0 go. Look at the sorry bunch up in England, Of
course you cannot do anything about it, Mr, Speaker; neither

——— —— ——— — _———

can I; hut.1 would like to send somebody up there to knock
them back down bere. They look so stupid, and they are
making Barbados and the rest of the West Indies look foolish
to the rest of the world, It is just like a man who marries a
woman and does not want to live with her anymore, No
Judge can make him live with her, but he can make him
support her. These people after deliberately going all out
to break up the Federation, are going all out to see how
much of the $7 million they can confiscate for themselves.
Only a man with the most diabolitical rachinations could
have thought up something like this, Anybody who has any
self-respect for himself would be ashamed to take this
money, as my colleague has said.

Mr, Speaker, there are three gentlemenwhohave said
that-they are not going to accept anything, but are going to
put it into charity, These gemlemen must be commended
for doing such a thing, because this is a sort of ransom
money.

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 think there is also a lady too,

Mr, BOXILL: If by accident Idid not mention her, there
is no slight intended, She should also be mentioned and
commended for such an act. This is something reminiscent
of the kidnappers of Bobby Greenley, because when this
little child was kidnapped and the parents were asked to
subscribe $600,000, vet the perpetrators of the act still
killed the boy, They dissolved the Federation and are asking
us to pay them this money. If they had any decency and
know that they are now forming a new Federation, they
would give that money over to the new Federation. Certainly
if they had the West Indies at heart, they would give the
money to start the new Federation since theirs has failed,
and Jet us try ours, k isthe survival of the fittest who can
get the most for the least, As Dr, Williams said, these
members were the best paid men for doing the least amount
of work, These jobs were sinecures, There is not one bit of
legislation you canpoint to and say the Federal Government
did this, although they sat periodically and drew a lot of
money; and now they are expecting us, the people of Barba~-
dos, © support them in this, I saw something in one of the
newspapers that they will come for something for the
Federation, I believe that somebody has gone mad, When
this comes up, it will really be Federation, because 1 am
not going to sithere and allow that money to be squandered,

Mr. Speaker, $45 a day for board and lodging plus
entertainment is a Jot of money, and as the hon. senior
member for St. Peter has said, they now propose to take a
trip to go and see Dr. Ralph Bunche,Since when has he the
awthority to tell us what to do? Dr, Ralph Bunche cannot
even tell the people in the Congo what to do; so he has no
jurisdiction in the West Indies,

The dissolving of the Federation was caused by the
leaders, because the people in Jamaica and the people in
Trinidad decided to come out, There is no law that binds us
to remain in the Federation, and only lIunatics would trei
up to England because they do not have to pay the money;
and it is our money they are trying to get rid of as quickly
as possible, It is ransom money, money thathas been mark-
ed by the police and they are trying to get rid of it before
the police catch up with them, These people intend to go on:
and if we do not put a stop to it, later on somebody may
come asking for a pension for his wife for the time she
cooked for him while he was inpolitics,or a pension for a
mule. We have to stop this nonsense here and now, and
let people not only in the West Indies but in the world see
that at least there are some responsible people who call
themselves politicians even if they are not,

In supporting this Resolution, Mr. Speaker, I do not
know if I am right in a that a strong letter be drafted
to Mr. Maudling asking that these people be completely
ignored since they are not representing us anymore, They
are only up in England and probably going to America on
their own behalf, They are only trying to keep the Federa=~
tion alive for what they can get out of it. I see where the
Prime Minister is drawing $96,000. That is something that
would make Frank Costello see that the West Indies is a
lucrative place to come to and try his game, He could al-
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ways come down here and start something like the one-
armed bandits, slot machines or some other scheme, be~
canse if we are going to allow $96,000to0 the Prime Minis~
ter and $50,000 to the other members just like that without
making some sort of noise about it, it would encourage men
like Dillinger and others of the same mentality to come to
Barbados feeling that here is a lucrative spot for them to
start a new scheme, The next thing that will happen will be
that you will find Bookies here, and when you open your
rum=shop you will have to stock acertainrum or beer, We
must therefore let these pzople know inno uncertain terms
how we feel about this robbery, Imiglt say, with violence,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, 1 am really speakingon
this matter with a sad and heavy heart, heavy for many
reasons. You know my political points of view, 3ir, and in
my campaigning in this Island I did say to the people that
akhough in my political ideology I did not agree with Sir
Grantley, 1 felt at the time four years ago because of the
influence it appeared he had with the Colonial Office that
he would have been the most suitahle person to be Frime
Minister of the West Indies, When I said that, I belicve
every living man in Barbados who koew me knew that I
meart it, because I happened to have been political enermy
" No, 1of Sir Grantley Adams, with the exceptionof the Minis~
ter of Trade in the last Government, I believe I would be
written down in his breast as his greatest epemy, but
nothing 1 say here today must be considered personal as far
as Sir Grantley is concerned.

There are quite a few hon. members on this side and
on the other side who know that there are places where
politicians meet people who follow politics in the West
Indies and express public opinion, and sometimes you are
cross=examined from about 10 o’clock at night wmuil 3
o’clock or 4 o'clock in the morning as to what is the posi-
tion in the West Indies, I remember when 1 was in New
York, and even there I had the courage despite the fact
that I was in great opposition at the time because there
were a lot of Jamaicans there that night as well as other
West Indians, to say that I felt he was the mwost suitable
person at the time for leading the Federation to victory;
so you will see that Iwas not saying it just to get a vote for
somebody, That is why Isaid Iwas speaking with a very sad
heart to think of a man who could reach that age, a man who
could have goneoutin a blaze of glory, and a man who could
have gone out a year ago as agreat West Indian, whaiever 1
personally may think about him,

3435 p.m,

Although lots of people differed with Sir Grantley
there were still a Jot of people in Barbados who were very
proud that Sir Grantley became the Prime Minister of the
West Indies, You can dislike him for this or that, there was
still that pride that he was a Barbadian,

It is patbetic and I urge hon. members to sympathise
and say that this man must be sick, He is sick, No sane man
can act this way, This is amanwho has had the opportunity
of appreciating what is honesty from what is dishonesty,
This is a manwho have wonthe highest educational reward,
the Blue Riband of Barbados. He is a sick man; do not let
us be too hard on him. Personally, Iam sorry for him be-
cause he could have gone out withablaze of glory, It is sad
when we reach a certain age and we do not go out, I have
not reached that age vet, Look howhe is going out now! He
is going out as one of the mostdishonest West Indiaps ever
born from a woman in the West Indies. That is how he is
going out,

Mr, MILLER; Mr, Speaker,Iriseonapoint of order, I
am not attempting to ask the hon, member to withdraw any
statement, but I certainly believe that we want to be careful
and say the things which we know to be true and especially
when speaking of a famous West Indian as Sir Grantley
Adams. We are 100 close 1o his period to be able to see in
real perspective,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Speaker, 1 do not know what point
of order is that,

Mr, SPEAKER: I was waiting to hear,

Mr, MOTTLEY: I wonder why the hon, member stopped
me. | am speaking with a sad heart, I said that I am sorry.
I see people start to drink rum and they get dotish and I
really feel sorry for them. I saybut for the grace of God I
could be like them too, I am sorry for Sir Grantley. If he
had gone out a year ago, he would have gone out amidst a
blare of glory and with a Jotof prestige around him, If that
were the case, look how much West Indians would have felt
about him! I am a man who walk and keep my ears to the
ground, I have listened to West Indians who feel today that
this man is going out as one of the most dishonest persons
who have ever been born of a West Indian woman, Why did
you stop me from saying that?

Mr, SPEAKER: I did not stop the hon, member from
saying that,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Of course, you would have known bet~
ter.

This Resolution reads as follows:~

“BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Assembly view
with alarm and disgust the decision of the Federal Legis~
lature to pay gratuities to Ministers and members of the
Federal Legislature consequent upon the dissolutionof the
West Indian Federation.®*

When I sav that there are people who have come to the
conclusion that you are dishonest, to give you an illustra=~
tion: if the present Premier of this country came in here as
Leader of his Party, meaning that he has the influence over

the members of his Party and he is responsible for formu~-

lating policies, and said: ‘‘Well, as far asI am concerned,
members should get so much money more'’, I would say
that he is the most dishonest personever born from a wo=
man in Barbados.

We view with disgust this matter. Let us say here and
now that if the Prime Minister of the West Indies had put
his foot down on this $150,000 handshake, you would never
have got it considered by the Federal Legislature. This is
a raid on the Federal Treasury; this istaking advantage of
the common men whose money you have collected. This
thing would never have passed if Sir Grantley had put his
foot down on it, Let nc manfool you about that, Therefore,
that is dishonest. Who can say it is honest?

One hon, member of this House said, ‘*doyou think that
an organ blower could have got this thing through?" I say
that if Sir Grantley Adams did not feel like letting this thing
go through, it could not go through, it could never be passed.

Some people have said that we in Barbados have given
a member of this Legislature a pension, therefore, why not
give one to Sir Granmtley Adams too. I am going to answer
that now and give my reasons for not supporting this, When
Sir Federick Clarke was amember of this House of Assem-~
bly, he sat here for 50 years without receiving one cent,
When he retired from this Assembly as Speaker after 50
years without drawing a cent, it wasdiscovered that he had
devoted his life to politics thereby neglecting what Barba=
dians chose to call the Planters Profession, Because of -
that, members of the House then passed a Bill giving him
$100 a month. You must remember that for 50 years he
got nothing for his services, If the situation was on all
fours, enemy or no enemy, Government or no Government,
1 would vote $400 a month for Sir Grantley Adams and
say that be deserves it,

The hon. senior member for St. Peter was very mild.
When you tell me that a man is drawing $2,000 a month, that
is a Iot of money anywhere inthe world. In addition to that,
be is getting a free Daimler, TheQueendrives in a Daim-
ler, He is also getting a free chauffeur, a free house, free
servants and entertaimment allowance, Are youlistening to
me?

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, member need not repeat it,

Mr, MOTTLEY: I cannot help repeating it, The Prime
Minister got $96,000 during his term of office. Along with
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‘though I understand somebody said that he was afraid to
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that hs was given a fres house with a swimming pool, al-

bathe in it, He was given a freehouse with a swimming pool,
a Daimler, a chauffeur and entertainment allowance, Be-
sides that, four years previous to that, he worked for
$50,000 in Barbados,

345 pam,

A man with a wife and one child - $50,000 in four
years, $96,000 in the next four years, and all of that with
a house and an entertainment allowance { The other morning
I went to a gasolene station in order to put gas in my car
and I saw a strong barefooted man looking for work, The
man came up to me and said, *‘Skipper, give me a raise*’,
He had a paper reading and he said *“My God, $55.00 a day
for Adams in England?'’. The irony of it is that this man
is a Socialist; he is not Mr, Cuke or Mr, Bryden; he is in
charge of a Socialist Government, I say that this is highway
robbery with a vengeance, Let Adams, Bradshaw or any of
them know this, I agree with little Dominica; the Leader of
that country had the guts to say what he had to say and he
went back to Dominica and said it, Do you think that the peo~-
ple in the street are satisfied about this? I could become
nasty on this manter, You draw allof this money, you pass
a law awarding five Barbados Scholarships and youget one
out of the five. I have not been given any Scholarship and I
am not asking for any work for my children either, You work
for $50,000, $96,000; you are given a house, a car, a chauf-
feur, a butler and everything else, and besides all that you
are given entertainment allowance. Then you come along
and the island is paying for the education of your child,

1 am going further now; the yard fowls in power on top
got every cent of the £600, Let Ronald Mapp deny this in
the ‘Beacon;jafter aboygot apassdegree from Oxford, they
assumed to put that in the newspapers, but they could not
give Walrond’s son morethan £450, gnhoughlshad a First
Class degree to teach at Guy's Hospital! But you have bare-
footed people in Bridgetown and when the rainfalls and the
drops come down like breadfruits, they go intothe houses,
These people have to buy their rice and their sugar, and do
you want to give this man a pension? Pension, hell!

Mr, SP EAKER knocked the gavel,
Mr, MOTTLEY: I am sorry, Mr. Speaker,

Mr, SPEAKER: Perhaps I have discouraged the hon.
member,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr, Speaker, it is really pathetic, It
all reminds us that Capt, Raison was amongthe few people
who came to this country and who gave more than they took
away, Capt, Raison was one of the few Englishmen who did
that, I have had the opportunity of meeting well-placed
Canadians; I have had the opportunity of having discussions
with the wealthy people in the US.A.Ihave had the oppor~
tunity of having discussions with West Indian advisers, and
they all think that this proposal on the part of the Federal
Ministers is a shame, This is a golden=shake hand-out,
What is the position? Sir, I have a friend who is a member
of the Federal Cabinet, Did any of you believe that Mr.
Victor Vaughan would get back a seat? (A MEMBER: Leave
him alone; he is ill.) He is my friend. Did it appear to you
that Mr, Rocheford would get back a seat too?

The hon, junior member for St. Joseph has made it
clear that he is not resigning for Sir Grantley Adams to get
a seat in here, I am quite sure that he could not get a seat
in Bridgetown at all. As to the parishof St. Peter, there is
one thing; he may have a chance of a seat but out of St,
Peter | When you give this hand=out, how canyou assure me
of this? Some of the members of the Federal Legislature
have never even tried to work for the salary which they are
drawing as membersof the Federal Legislature, never mind
the salary as members of the Federal Cabinet, They could
not get that salary in Barbados at all; they could not work
for a living at all, I seethat the hon, member for St. James
is Jooking at me.

Mr. SPEAKER: There are two members for St, James,

Mr, MOTTLEY: I mean the member of the Long Robe,
the hon, member who belongs to your fraternity, Mr. Speak«
er, 1 want to sound this as a warning: it is an olitrageous
thing = I mean this representation which these civil ser=-
vants are making, As far as the civil servants are con-
cerned, if they cannot find jobs thenIsay, yes, they should
be given pensions; but if they canget jobs, I do not see why
you should take up this money and give it to them, West
Indians have one thing in common, and that is poverty.
Poverty anywhere is a challenge and a blot to prosperity,
I want to say that that Party was born in corruption; any
member of a Party who says that he is a Socialist and he
wants power and therefore he will amend the constitution
s0 that he will have power to do things, he is a member of
a Party whichwas born in corruption, He could not succeed.
Dr, Eric Willlams says that he is not a Socialist, Adams
says: I know that you are not a Socialist,’* And he says,
“] have one chance, that is, if you come in and amend our
Constitution, "’

3,55 p.m,

Anybody could see from the beginning what was happening,
1 do not want to take youon any excursion, but any fool can
claim that all three of them broke up the Federation, I went
to Queen's Park the night Sir Grantley spokehere. Accord=
ing to what I have been reading, Mr. Norman Manley is
head of the West Indian Federal Labour Party = or was,
It is not unusual and it has happened in England where the
President or Leader of the Party is not always the Prime
Minister. Now Ihave beentold by a friend of mine who keeps
me posted with West Indian affairs about certainthings, Let
us imagine that the Minister of Education goes into the
Market Square and said that the Premier who is the leader
of his Party is the most dishonest man intellectually he has
ever met. What do you expect if you smite the shepherd?
Naturally the sheep will scatter, Immediately Sir Grantley
accused Manley that happened, and people talked about
wanting a Referendum.,

Mr, Speaker, I consider Sir Alexander Bustamante as
good as or a better politician than any in the West Indies;
s0 what else could he do then bt to point out to the people
of Jamaica that Adams said that Manley was dishonest
intellectually? It was the only thing to try and win the elec~
tion with, Adams did not finish there, He went to Jamaica
and made bold statements about Jamaica's industrialisation
and said that the Federal Government must have power to
impose retrospectivetaxation, That meant that after Manley
and Bustamante had given these companies tax holidayson
their business, he was going there to smashthem up. I got
a letter saying that he had to be escorted by police, I also
got letters telling me about the West Indian Army and of
the differentiation he made between English officials and
West Indian soldiers; so I have evidence to produce here
if the time comes, and Mr, Bradshaw has a document which
he refused to sign which would differentiate between an
English sergeant and West Indian officials, As a matter of
fact, I would go further and say that the upkeep of the dog
of an English officer was more thanthat allowed for a West
Indian corporal, Those are facts,

I understand that Bradshaw made out acasethat these
gentlemen should not be allowed to go back home broke,
ut should have a smooth passage home, We all wish them
a smooth passage home, and if they cannot get the Britan-
nia, they can get Pan American, I started to canvass in
politics in this country and took a phinge against several
Conservatives. 1 decided to run people like the now Trade
Union leader who is a Socialist, and I went home and woke
him up one night and registered him, Thave been in politics
now for twenty-three years; where is my pension? You,
Sir, have been in here for twenty-five years, and the Hon,
Minister of Trade for twemty-two years; where are your
pensions? Nobody in Barbados could deny that the Minister
of Trade has made a contribution in this country,

Mr. Speaker, I have not changed my political ideology;
I have remained the same, but Irender to Caesar the things
that are Caesar’s, I can remember the day when the Minis=
ter of Trade came to town and asked for $1 a umdred for
cutting canes and I listened to his speech which was very
well made, Some of those yard fowls who have hopped on




the band wagon do not know anything about this, Pecple
came to town with sticks, hoes, bills and wampas asking for
$1 a nmdred for cutting canes, and Iheard it was impossi=
ble to get that, Where is that member's pension? &k is not
a good example, Mr, Speaker, to be the leader of a West
Indian people who can handle nearly $200,000 ineight years
and say you are broke, That is a warning to people like
West Indians if a man can handle that kind of money and
paid for every possibls thing that the Island has to offer,
Probably I made a slip and the hon, junior member for St.
Joseph would contradict me, because I said that the man
paid for everything, and I would bow to him,

Mr, Speaker, I cannot see any member of this House
voting against this Resolution. To vote against this Resolu=
tion is really asking meto join ingiving notice and warning
with the last two speakers to let us have real federation
when it comes to the mandatory levy in the Estimates, &
could be mandatory or rudimentary, I am really now ad=
dressing my remarks to anybody who thinks he can vote
against this Resolution, and I am telling him that he is
Jooking for federation in truth, because, Mr, Speaker, you
will have to name a lot of usif you tell us you are going to
‘vote for this handout,

I listened carefully to the Premier’s budget speech,
and to me it was the first that was not written by Civil Ser-
vants, I do not see how anybody could very well say that
they agree with these handouts, Some people say it is not
of imterest to Barbados, but part of that money belongs to
Barbados, We are not merely saying that Adams should
not have it; we are saying thatnoneof them should have it,
but if perchance we must mention Adams, we are mentioning
the man who is leader of the Party. k would seem strange
to all of us who understand Party politics that the Prime
Minister should have set himself a free vote. You must
have aconscience, There is such a thing as public morality,
but this is such a thing as public immorality. If perchance
we mention Sir Grantley on this occasion, the reason is that
he is leader of the Party and no one knows better than Sir
Grantley the poverty that exists in these islands.

Now I am going to tell you one of the reasons why the
Federation got broken up. A Jot of you hon, members have
not been watching; but we made Sir Grantley Prime Minis-
ter of the West Indies,

4,05 p.m,

Sir Grantley Adams was here in Barbados and I am
saying now that intellectual snobbery or social snobbery
by a lot of black people is the worst thing in the world, Here
he was forming a Government and the only man, whom he
‘would go to the Airport to see off was an Oxford graduate,
Mr, Manley, What did he say of Mr, Gairy? He said he was
a lirtle wild boy, He said so because the others had no
University education, It was no surprise whenSir Grantley
was in Jamaica and they talked about bringing the Federal
Capital here that they laughed at him, You saw in the news-
papers at the time that Sir Grantley Adams met Mr, Norman
Manley at the Airport. The Prime Minister of Barbados was
then looked upon by all West Indians asa good leader, I am
no socfal man and it does not matter to me: bit what do you
find about Sir Grantley Adams? At any social functions
which he had youwill see Mr, Manley and Mrs, Manley; you
find that he had no use for the common man, Do you think
you would see Mr, Joshua and his wife at his house? And
yet you say that he is the leader, He was only Jeading peo=-
ple down a drain. All he wanted is Mr. and Mrs, Manley and
he had no use for the commonman. He would not know how
to bring a lot of waterfrom workers onhis lawn, Do what 1
did; I brought people of all shades together at my home.
What else do you expect of him?

Now, Sir, the other night at a dinner in honour of the
Hon, Minister of Trade who was celebrating his 25th anni-
versary as a member of this House, present was the leader
of the delegation from St, Kitts = Nevis = Anguilla, He said
that there was still a chance for us because there was still
around us a Minister of Education inBarbados and we still
had the Federal Speaker with us, Barbadians have never
studied this thing carefully. It does not worry me; I smile
at it because as it seems to me, you only want to use pecple.

Sir, I have a Jot of experience, Iwill expose something
here now, 1 have never yet said anything about it. You saw
Dr. Jagan when he passed through here during the time of
the Adams® Government. I speak ex cathedra on this, The
Adams' Government would not budge when Mr. Jagan said
that he wanted an audience with the Governor, We had a
number of Conservatives in this Chamber and I got up and
said that as far as 1 am concerned abowt Dr, Jagan, you
could let him pass through. He should pass through without
any hindrance; but if he did anything wrong, you should lock
him up, I had the shock of my life when Mr, Jagan phoned
me, I have never exposed this. He said that he would like to
go to Government House to have a chat with the Governor.
Let me say that Dr, Jagan was amost charming personality
and he said to me thatSir Grantley had told him to see me.
Sir Grantley had told him to see alirtle pigmy like me. He
told him that I could make it so right with the big White
people in the country that the Governor would receive him.
I told him that if he wanted to see the Governor, Mr, Adams
had the right to carry him and let him see the Governor;
therefore, I am not surprised at these things,

I we are, perchance, mentioning anything about Sir
Grantley Adams, it is because he is the Leader of the Party.
Do .you realise that the Resolution for the golden hand-
shakes for the Federal Ministers was amended onthe 12th?
1 hear someone say: ‘John Dillinger, Al Capone.” The
Ministers associated with this said: *‘Give us some of this
hand-out or you would not get it through'*. Therefore, you
had another $150,000 added to that Resolution, This is money
which was paid in for the running of the Federal Govern-
ment and if they had said that there are certain essential
services, therefore, this money which we have here, after
paying off bills the balance cango towards those schools of
higher learning, whether it be the University College of the
West Indies or any other institution which would be of a
benefit to the territories, everyone of us would be satisfied
because it is difficult for poor people to get their children
in schools of higher learning, Ido not think that there would
be one voice raised against their saying: let us pay off our
debts and let this money go towards a school for higher
education whether it be the U,C.W.L or a Grammar School
in St, Kitts-Nevis=Anguilla and Tortola,

Sir, I have already said thatIspeak with a heavy heart
on this matter because as things have turnedout, I am sor=
ry for Sir Grantley Adams, This man is a sick man, Some
people have enforced sickness on themselves, Some people
are afflicted by God Almighty but a lot of people go about
and drink rum and then get dotish, Those people are not
afflicted by God Almighty, I am saying that Sir Grantley
Adams is like one of those people and I am sorry for him,
Too much money in some people’shands isa bad thing, 1 am
asking you, Mr. Speaker, any man getting $2,000 a month,
can he be broke?

4,15 p.m.

A young man with $2,000 a month| When you can hear
that a man is getting $2,000 a year in the U,S.A,, I will tell
you that the Borough President of New York State with the
biggest budget after the Federal Government gets only
$24,000 a year, That is a lot of money. He had to rent a
house. This man is getting $24,000 a year, a uniformed
chauffeur; he has an entertainment allowance, and all the
free drinks he can have; and not only that, but warm cloth-
ing,(ASIDES) Some hon. member said, *‘and long drawers !’
(LAUGHTER). 1 sent my son to England and I had to buy
warm clothing for him, Look at this thing; Lord have mercy!
Mr, Speaker, I do not want to mention a lot of things. I am
supporting the Resolution moved by the hon, senior member
for St. Peter, and I throw all this out as a warning: If you
really want to see Federation = well, we have had our
relationship for the past years, and when we come to this
matter, Ihold you in highesteem; but if this Resolution does
not get through this House, you will have to bring out the
Police Force, because it will be realfederation, Instead of
threatening me with a battleship, you will have to threaten
me with men-of-war,

This matter concerns Barbados as much as it concerns
Trinidad, Even today we are budgeting for a deficit. I say
for the last time that right now in Bridgetown there are
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members of my Party who say to me, ‘‘Mr, Mottley, there
is precedent for it, You pensioned Sir Frederick Clarke
who was a member of this House for fifty years,'® But I say
that for fifty vears Sir Frederick Clarke never drew one
brass cent, If I am wrong, then the Clerk or Your Honour
can stop me. When Sir Frederick Clarke lost his seat, the
Legislature decided to give him a pension, which he drew
for a few years, of one hundred dollars a month, When you
come to this situation, the position isdifferent. Believe me,
Mr, Speaker, if you were toopenSir Grantley's heart when
he is dead, youwillfind **M,C,"* writtenon it, which means,
“Mottley and Crawford® !([. AU G TER) K Sir Grantley had
been in this House and had become ill, if he had made his
contribution and had not been drawing all of this money,
then I would come in here and sit back and say; ‘*This man
has been giving this service tothe country, he has not been
drawing any money and therefore he is entitled to a pen=
sion.” With all of these things, however, I do not think he
will want to take any pension, because he has said that he
is coming back here to practise withhis son, I feel that the
fervent prayer of the righteous availeth much. I want him
to come back here side by side with my son to practice. You
may not be one of those people who, when you go down in
the Lower Green, people pull at them. If Sir Grantley Adams
is coming back here to practise, thenlet him come back to
practise, The hon, senior member for St, James and Your
Honour will have to occupy seats beside him because when
you get youngsters like mine together they willgive a lot of
trouble, You know that this thing is wrong. I refer now to
the hon, senior member for St, Joseph and even those who
have given both feet to Sir Grantley in St, Joseph. You are
a fledgling and what I admire about you is that you always
stand your ground, I want to say that Mr, Fields Lowe can-
not be given $20,00 a month for canvassing for you, but
this man is getting $2,000 a month. Youcannot do anything
for this man now. You can take the law from the Premier
but it is going to be one big row in here when it comes 1o
voting any mandatory levy in respect of Federation, It is
dead, buried, gone and everything. I have never heard a
man going into the Hospital for so many things = butting
his knee, falling down in the bath, and I may say that there
are a lot of men who, when their wives cut them, say
that they fell down in the bath, (L aughter) The hon. senior
member for St. Joseph is so dignified.,...

Mr. COWARD; On a point of order., Mr, Speaker, 1
wonder why the hon, senior member for the City is refer-
ring to me so much; Ithink Ihave made it clear to the hon.
member that I am not dishonest and I will never be dis=
honest.

Mr, MOTTLEY: I am aware of that fact, The fact that
you stood up so graciously in 1958, you and the Prime
Minister, and youdid not bow your knee; that is what we call
being dishonest, Mr. Speaker, I feelthat Ihave said enough
on this Resolution and I will now give other hon, members
the opportunity to speak on it, There is one thing; we do
not deal with letters in Parliament, We pass Resolutions
and have them cabled.

4,25 p.m,

As the Federal Parliament is still in existence today,
I am wondering if the Premier could set us right, as we
cannot write a letter, asto whether the textof the Resolu-
tion could be sentto the Federal Parliament, because it has
not been dissolved, and let Sir Grantley himself see that he
is coming back to land in Barbadosina blaze of fire as far
as we are concerned; and if he comes back here doing this
thing, he will have the whole population of the Island against
him, I think the Premier will give his guidance as to whe=
ther it can be recorded that way.

Mr, MILLER: Mr, Speaker,......

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, senior member for St. Andrew
caught my eye, and a second after thehon, senior member
for Bridgetown, and that is why the hon, member for Bridge=-
town was allowed to speak before him, He may now speak
unless he prefers to give way.,

Mr, CORBIN: 1 will give way, Mr, Speaker,

Mr, MILLER: 1 think you know, Mr, Speaker, that 1
signified my intention to speakonthis matter, but you were

obviously looking in the other direction or probably you
need magnifying glasses, Anyhow, what I regarded as the
trend of the Resolution as started by the hon, senior mem-=
ber for St.Peter drifted in the last half hour of debate comr
pletely from pensions, gratuities and hand-shakes and was
devoted entirely more or less to an individual, This is un=
derstandable because there has been a lorg period, pro-
bably going into two decades and almost more of this kind
of thing, What I am more or less concerned about and what
moves me most is to catch up the threads of the speech of
the hon. senior member for St, Peter, Wewant to consider
what has taken place in the recent few years. If for any
reason you wanted to send home your domestic help, there
is such a thing as severance pay, and I would not like to be
in trouble with the Union in having to pay two weeks' pay
to which she is entitled and other things which sometimes
are referred to as perquisites, I do not know that that is
the decision today. You take a man out of his estate home,
he is a politician, we know, and there will be elections in
the near future, probably in three or fiveyears, and if you
bring to an abrupt end a man's career in the Federal Par-
liament and send him home, what is he going to do?

It is now 4.30 p.m., Sir, and with your kind permission
I should like to continue on Tuesday next,

Mr, SPEAKER: I am afraid we will have to forego the
continuation of this until the next meeting of this House,

HOUSE REVERTS TO GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Mr, SPEAKER: It now being 4,30 p.m., the House will
now revert to Government Business,
4,30 p.m,

Mr, SPEAKER; Earlier this afternoon the Hon, Prem -
ier was addressing the House on the Appropriation Bill,

HOUSE RESUMES DEBATE ON
APPROPRIATION BILL

Hon, E, W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, before the Suspen=
sion, I was dealing with thequestionof the increases under
several Departments, and I had reached the stage where
there was an increase in the Education vote by a figure of
$1.4 million, chiefly due to the increased salaries as a re=~
sult of the Jacobs Report.

When we come to the Ministry of Social Services, you
will see there, Sir, that there has been an increase by
$364,875, Again this increase is not attributable to any ex=~
pansion of the medical services, but to the increases in
salaries and wages also arising out of the Jacobs Report.

Under Old Age Pensions, you will see that there has
been an increase of $ 1/4million and this is to meet the an~
ticipated expenditure due to the amendment which will be
introduced some time within the next few days to the Old
Age Pensions Act to give a minimum pension of $2,40 to
Old Age Pensioners.

There is one other significant item under the Ministry
of Development, Trade, Industry and Labour, and that is the
sumn of $293,400 for displaced workers, I1believethat is the
final amount which was allocated for the displaced workers
consequent on the constructionof the bulk sugar installation
at the Deep Water Harbour. I think I can disclose at this
stage that the Government has given permission, onthe re-
quest of the Committee of which the hon, senior member
for St, Peter is a member, to allow an amendment to the
Regulations, so that the Deep Water Harbour displaced
workers may be given a2 lump-sum instead of weekly or
periodical payments. This is thought advisable in the cir=
cumstances, and this sum of $293,400 is 1o meet the final
payment for the displaced workers under that Head.

Those, Sir, are the main increases which I have just
dealt with, and as I have said, despite the retrenchrrent
which has been undertaken in various Heads of expenditure,
the salaries increases have accounted to a large degree for
the increase in Government expenditure during the period
1962-63 and also incidentally during the financial year
1961-62,
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I should like at this stage, although itis no part of the
Appropriation Bill, to give an indicationto members of the
directions in which retrenchment has been made, The
reason why I deem it expedient todo so, Mr. Speaker, is to
give members the reassurance that the retrenchment
should not in any way affect the levelof employment. I know
Sir, that it has not been fashionable in Barbados to mention
the term ‘‘unemployment'® at all, We have had expressions
bandied about in here like ‘‘the economy is buoyant'’, I al-
ways associate a state of buoyancy with a state of stagna-
tinn, because my impression of buoyancy is something
bobbing up and down on the sea like flotsam and jetsam and
not getting anywhere in particular, We want to substitute
the word *‘dynamism'® into the economic thinking and finan-
cial vocabulary of this House and of the people of this
Island. For years we have had this word ‘‘tuoyancy’ ban=
died around. The taxation level has been higher than the
island can tolerahly support, and we still have the unem-
ployment figures rising steadily from year to year,

I venture to say that if approximately 17,000 people had
not taken it upon themselves and exercised their initiative
to escape from the severe conditions which confront the ma-
jority of the working classes of this Island during the past
five years = the emigration figure from Barbados up to the
middle of 1961 was somewhere in the region of 16,800 for
the four years antecedent to that date - we would have had
very distressing conditions here in Barbados.

1 make bold to say again that if these people had not
taken upon themselves the initiative to escape from the
economy of this Island which so often has been described
as buoyant, we would have had very distressing conditions
in the Island and possibly a certaindegree of civil commo-~
tion, Fortunately, for us, a Barbadian does not wait until
his back breaks; he always relieves the pressure by es-
caping from the country whichoweshim a livelihood and to
which he has a duty to perform as a citizen of the Island,

I have always held the view that emigration is not an
objective towards which a people who want to take their
destiny in their hands should strive, It is, as I'have said,
something which any Government under pressure would
utilise and which under stress and strain it would welcome,
But the main object of this Government in managing the
resources of this country would be to stimulate business
and industrial activity and so create job opportunities for
the people so that, immigration Billor no Immigration Bill,
Conservative Government in England, Labour Government
in England or whatever form of Government it may be op=
eraring in England, we would nothave tobe beating a drum
in order to provide employment for our people, We should
try and provide employment right in this country for them,
Of course, Sir, this may sound quite ambitious, but it is not
over ambitious,

The other popular jargon which has been bandied
around is that this Island is over=-populated, This Island
has to face the reality, whether we like it or not, whether
we deport or export 5,000 Barbadians who should be com-
ing back into the economy which has been involved in their
wbringing, that in the next 25 years we have to support a
population of 400,000 people; therefore, there is no point
of our talking of over=population because we have an un=-
employment problem right now: and unless we tackle the
things which we can control such as the expansion of the
economy by industrialisation, by research, by intensifica-
+ion and planning of agriculture inthe country and by all the
avenues which sensible people in similar position would
pursue, we would be resigning ourselves to a state of more
unemployment.

This Government does not intend to have a steady in-
crease of unemployment, For the first time since I have had
the honour in this House to be associated in the running of
the country, for the past three months, I have witnessed
some indications that we are reaching the marginal level
of unemployment in this Island. By that, Imean this, From
the beginning of the presemt crop season, some difficulty
was experienced in getting agricultural workers to cut the
canes, We have asked for a census to be taken so that we
can present to the House what the actual figures are. I

—

was felt in some quarters that this Government had stimu=-
lated industrial activity to such a level that people were
orientating their outlook about gainful employment, and, if
you take one illustration, you will see that under the Gov-
ernment’s crash programme people prefer to work for a
steady wage than for an inflated wage during the crop time.

Partly as a result of the representations made to us,
partly as a result of our financial resources and partly as
a result of our coming pretty close to the end of the moneys
which have been voted by the Legislature, we have had a
steady dropping off of the number s employed by Governmemnt
in the different projects undertaken under the crash pro=
gramme in order to make labour available for the present
harvest which must be reaped expeditiously,

Now, Sir, this is the kind of economy which I wish to
have some say in forming: because, when you can read-
just your employment opportunities in the light of one sec=
tor of the economy, then you are beginning to have a healthy
sign that the people who want to be gainfully employed are
achieving their objective and are getting a reasonable wage.,
As I have said, we do not believe in buoyancy because that
means getting nowhere in particular, It is better to have a
state of disequilibrium because whenmatters areina state
of equilibrium they areina state of rest, That is one of tle
elementary laws of physics, and that is the elementary
canon of economic thinking,

The following reductions were made in order tobring
the volune of expenditure within reasonable limits, Mr,
Speaker, I do not intend to gothrough all these items here,
These reductions do not form part of the Appropriation
Bill: but I wish to give hon. members the reassurance that
the reduction by the sum of $2,374,285 is not going to be
any diminution in the volume of employment inthis Island.
Under Head 2 we took off $24,000 from the Training Fund
and $25,000 from Leave Passages, and $140 from furniture
and equipment, From the Judiciary, we took $2500ff Tra-
velling Allowance and $1,300 off F urniture and Office Equip~
ment, I have already mentioned that we took off Drawbacks
to the magnitude of $420,000 from Customs, We have also
taken off $35,000 from Treasury Bills because we have ex-
amined the position since Treasury Bills have beenissued,
and have discovered that the amount contributed to Treas=
ury Bills for servicing the issue {s not justified; the mar=
ket conditions are such that the public are not taking up
Treasury Bills and, as a matter of fact, the biggest pur=
chaser of Treasury Bills is the Barbados Government
Savings Banks,

Those are the items which we have deducted from the
Estimates. Now, from the office of Home Affairs, I have
cut my stationery down by $200, Incidentals by $300 and
from the Information Service, we have taken off $1,850,
We have also cut down on equipment for the Information
Office, $1,050; and other office equipment $75, The over-
all saving is $3,475, and no labour is involved, When we
come to the Police I have asked that these animals which
perform very creditably when the tourists come here but
which otherwise have not earned their keep = we have asked
that they be disposed of by giving them to some lover of
animals or selling them. We have taken out $360 which is a
one~third reduction and which leaves two dogs, and we hope
that there will be no dogs by the end of the year,

I do not think that an expenditure of over $2,000 is
justified, We have not advocated that they be shot, but it is
not easy to keep up hungry and thirsty dogs who can con-
sume so much, There is an upkeep for the dogs, but it has
been a one-third reduction, There is $1,300 for Band Ca-
dets. As to newspapers, we have been able to ciut nearly
$1,200 off the Police without in any way affecting efficiency,
Passports $1,000, There are passports available and the
emigration figures are not as high as they were during the
past few years, Motor Vehicles, $8,600; and we have saved
$18,790 for wireless equipment and most of this money
would have gone outside of Barbados, FireService, $47,000,
which was for the purchase of a ladder, Local Government,
Registration of voters, $500, As to the Ministryof Agricul=-
ture, the sum of $5,000 has been saved, There is $4,000
for upkeep of Government lands; furniture and equipment,
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$2,300: installation of electricity at Agricukural Stations,
$6,000, making a total of $17,300, Inthe Public Works De-
partment, we have saved $85 under the Ministry of Com-
munications and Works. That Department appears to be a
Works Department; so that there is no extravagance, In
respect of plant and equipment, there is $5,000, The sum of
$10,450 was allocated for the washing and painting of the
old Hospital buildings. Thereis no point in painting the out-
side, and therefore we have left the washing for the inside
because the patients like to have a cheery appearance, In
connection with Police Stations, there is $6,800, Printing
Office $16,700, There is a new building......

Mr. GODDARD: On a point of order, I should like to
enquire from the Hon, Premier whether these are savings
from the Draft Estimates,

Hon, E. W, BARROW: These are savings from Esti~
mates which were already approved. Inconnection with the
Waterworks, purchase of lorries, $5,000, Installation of
meters, $21,000 is the amount which we have saved there,
(Cheers)

As to the transport service, there is a deficiency pro=
jected for this service, I am afraid thatI misled the House
a little while ago when I said that the projected deficiency
was $150,000, Actually, for the purpose of keeping the item
in the book we had to leave in a dollar so that the projected
deficiency is $149,999,'(L aughter) , Highways and Transport
Department, $150,500, This is not really a saving; this is an
" item which appears on both sides, We have probably saved
a linle more because when we pay out wages and buy ma=
terials for the Telephone Company, the Electric Company
and the Natural Gas Corporation, we are losing interest on
that money. We intend to make these public utility com=
panies pay in the money inadvance before we reinstate the
roads and send in a bill which was collected within a reason=
able time and sometimes within an unreasonable time, We
have tightened up on that and $150,500 will be involved
there. A large factor of labour will be involved here, but it
does not mean any falling off in the level of employment,
We are demanding that this workbe paid for in advance be-
fore the public roads are dug up by these companies, Ad=
ditional road works $511,140 is now under the Capital Es~
timates and there is $22,480 for plant tools and spares,

Teacher Training, $32,700; equipment, $1,365, we have
merely transferred to the Training Fund, We have not ef=
fected a saving there because that would affect the teacher
training, Erdiston: water bill $255; Technical Institute,
$830 without any anticipated boss of efficiency in that De~
partment, Leave Passages under secondary schools, $5,000
will be saved, As to public libraries, we have postponed
the purchase of reference books, $1,500 and furniture and
firtings, $4,000, As to the General Hospital, on refrigera=
tors the sum of $2,760 has been saved because a lot of
equipment has been ordered for the new Hospital, Furni=-
ture and equipment, $1,2686 plus $472, badges for nurses,
$540, Mental Hospital; $1,000 for furniture, $1,500 for re=
frigerators; . furniture, $4,233, At the Mental Hospital a
charitable bequest has been made by a lady: otherwise the
money would have been paid out of public funds. We have
drawn on this particular fund for the provisionof furniture
for certain Wards of the Hospital,

Mr, Speaker, we do not anticipate any increase in crime
so that the Prisoners Earnings Scheme has been reduced
by $6268, For emigration there was an amount of over $1
million under the Labour Department, Head 45, ltem 22
and therefore we have reduced the itemn by $262,925 and
later on in the year if we seethat a supplementary vote is
necessary, of course it would be forthcoming,

I really do not anticipate that this year in view of the
present circumstances allover, both inEngland and in Bar=

l:;l'dos it. will be necessary for us to increase this vote at

Under Subsidies and Grants = The Barbados Museum
and Historical Socisty, $4,300; for the Family Plaming
Association I think the figure I have here is $10,000, but,
as far as I know, it was reduced by a further $5,000, The

reason for that is that it is no part of the policy of this

Government to promote family planning, The Govermment
was approached to provide an extra $10,000 for the mass
distribution of contraceptives. This would bring Barbados
very close to Mr, Aldous Huxley's ‘‘Brave New Work "
when we would be walking about with Malthusian belts, I

feel that the emphasis in any country like Barbados should
be on the increase inproductivity and increase in the num-
ber of job opportunities rather than to go about accusing
people of the taint of original sin =that they are having too
many children, It does not mean that we are going to dis-
courage any private or charitable organisation from pro=

moting Family Planning in the way that the Stopes Clinics

do in the United Kingdom very effectively, but we do not be -
lieve that the Government should sheler behind the excuse
of over=population to avoid meeting its responsibilities to
provide jobs for the people who are already born, in being
and under the Queen’s peace in this community. We have
reduced the vote for Family Planning by $5,000 not in any
way to hurt or restrict a scheme which employs a certain
number of people, but we have definitely refused the offer
of some big American concern to spend an additional
$10,000 in the mass distribution of contraceptives, and we
are not apologising for it at all,

I think that hon. members ought to know that this Fa-~
mily Planning Association has money in the Bank which
I think they ought to spend before they come to Government,
They have more than $5,000 in the Bank; so if we reduce
themn by $5,000 this year, it does not mean that they have to
lay off any of the trained nurses or workers which they
have now for instructing people in the rural districts and
metropolitan area in the intricacies, whatever they are, of
Family Planning, To me this sounds like birth control, but
they called it F amily Planning, We do not think that in the
present state of the economy of Barbados anyprivate or
public organisation should be encouraged to build up re-
serves at the expense of the taxpayers, and I just want
make the policy of this Government abundantly clear on
that, because unfortunately F amily Planning has during the
past four or five years in Barbados by the activities of the
last Government been elevated into an economic principle
of managing the resources of the country, To that we do not
subscribe,

We had to reduce the Barbados Museumn and Historical
Society by $2,143 because we think that some of this ex=
penditure could very well be postponed,

The gross reduction in order to bringour expenditure
down to a reascneble level, and Ihave now come to the end
of the reductions, is to the order of $2,374,285; but when
one makes the necessary adjustments toaw id double count=
ing in the Budget, you will see, Sir, that the Customs
Drawbacks $420,000, Inland Revenue Fund $500,000 and
Public Utilities Companies $150,500 = a totalof $1,070,500
= is deducted from the gross which would leave approxi=
mately $1,300,000 which would be the net amount, Then I
think it is right, Sir, that we should take into consideration
the Heads which we have transferred over to Capital Es=
timates, and that is to the order of $611,140; so the net
retrenchment in the projected Estimates of Expenditure
after we take out the $1,070,500 and $511,140 is $792,845
in the Estimates of this year.

Withowt in any way wanting to be tedious with a long
recital of figures, Iwanted only to reassure members nore
than once that the retrenchment which we have undertaken
was done with a view to maintaining the level of employ=
ment that would be generated by the normal expenditure,
and not to affect the level of employment in any way that
we could help, 1 thinkfrom the figures and the Heads I have
disclosed to hon, members, they will see that most of thess
reductions will not affect the level of employment in any
way whatsoever, either directly or indirectly, as far as
myself can see,

I do not intend, Mr, Speaker, to keep hon, members
any Jonger with a recital of the statistics which are avail-
able, As Isaid, we areprimarily concerned at this juncture
with the Departmental votes rather than with theDsvelop=
ment and Capital votes; bue I think, perhaps, before 1 close

e ey
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I might give an over=all picture of the background against
which we have taken over as a Government, and the back=
ground against which we will be preparing our Development
Plan which will be hrought to the House at the time of the
Finance Bill and Budget Speech sometime in the month of
May or early in June,

The estimated population of the Island at the 3lst
December, 1961 was 241,706 compared with 242,274 at the
end of the year 1960, The natural increase of 4,395 was
offset by migration of 4,963, The natural increase was
therefore, 1,311 less than in the previous year, due to the
decrease of 1,025 in the number of births and an increase
of 283 in deaths. Those are figures to me which are sym-
bolic of movement outwards of the persons in the younger
age groups, and the women of child~bearing age from this
country. When you lose something like 5,000 by emigration,
= the exact figure is 4,963, 37 shortof 5,000 = naturally if
anything like 50% of those persons are women of child=
bearing age, this will lead to a falling off in the number of
live births in the country, because you are moving out the
age group both on the male and female side which would be
responsible for the procreation of the species, and leaving
therefore a higher percentage of people who areno longer
fit for work in the community,

Now, that is one of the trends which a country which
wants to expand industrially, has to watch very carefully,
We do not want to wake up one morning to find that we have
only old age pensioners to mind the industries which we
have here, However, we need not be alarmed over the in-
creased number of deaths. There is no epidemic which I
know about that has caused it, But these trends are the re-
sult of the migration to the United Kingdom and elsewhere
which are now making themselves felt and are now having
an impact on the population statistics of the Island,

The Commonwealth Sugar Agreement has been ex~
tended to the year 19689, and there hasbeen an increase in
the negotiated price of sugar from £45. 2s, which is $216.48
to £45, 15s, 3d. whichis $219,66 which is a net increase of
$3.18 per ton, At the same time, the free market price has
fallen to $105,60, This fall in the free market price should
not, in my opinion = and I say ‘‘in my opinion'* because
mine is not always the same as other persons in this coun=
try = affect the amount of income from the sale of sugar in
Barbados, Our experience, although our quota is in the
vicinity of 134,000 tons and the anticipated yield this year
is 180,000 tons, is that we usually have no difficulty in get-
ting rid of the additional 35,000 or 38,000 tons of sugar at
the negotiated price due to short falls inother Islands, The
other islands, inother words, do not come up to their quota;
so we are usually abletotakeup all the shortfalls in those
islands, Therefore, from the point of view of the price of
sugar, the situation in Barbados should be slightly better
than last year because not only have we got an increase in
tonnage ~ and that s from 116,000 1 to 118,000 tons =but
we also have an increase in the negotiated price by the
amount of $3,18 a ton,

Rum on which duty was paid for local consumption
showed a decrease from 411,154 wine gallons in 1960 to
397,115 in 1961; while exports of rum fell from 790,000
proof wine gallons to 712,606 proof wine gallons,

Perhaps a word of warning would be advisable at this
stage, It is felt that the rum industry in Barbados has got
to pull its socks up. Jamaica rum producers = without cast=
ing any aspersions on the products of another country =
produce an inferior article to that which is produced in
Barbados, hut they spend a tremendous amount of money on
advertising it and to the extent that there is no such word
in everyday parlance as rum; it is Jamaica rum, whether it
is special Jamaica rum or not. The Barbados producers
appear to be competing both among themselves and the pro-
ducts of the other countries, and Ithinkthe time has come
when they should pooltheir advertising and their resources
and advertise Barbados rum as a product; if we sell more
Barbados rum, allthe producers would benefit, As a matter
of fact, we only have about three of them in the export mar=-
ket; and I think the hon, junior member for Christ Church,
whether he agrees withmy prognosis or not, would say that

my prognosis is very helpful at the present moment, I think
the rum producers in Barbados should do something about
purting Barbados rum on the market as a special product;
they should not advertise rumas somebody®s rum, We also
have to consider whether it is profitable to ship our rum to
places like Canada where it is sold at a special price, As
a matter of fact, I understand from a large Canadian im=
porter that great damage is done to our rum by selling it
more cheaply than the price at which Jamaica sells her
rum, He said that when the people realise that Barbados
rum {s cheaper than that of Jamaica, they say that Jamaica
rum is better because it is more expensive,

Now, this is a very vital sector in our economy, It is
closely associated with the production of sugar in this
Island, and it is one of the commodities in the world mar=
ket where we feel we have a very special advantage, I am
afraid and regret that that advantage is not exploited to the
fullest; and if I give a word of warning to the wise, per=
haps, we may witness some stimulation in the export mar=
ket of rum,

Now, Sir, the value of the exports of soap, margarine
and lard rose from $1,109,638 in 1960 to $1,157,143 in 1961,

The total value of domestic exports in 1961 was $37
million as compared with $34,9 million in 1960, and the to=
tal value of re-exports was $6.2 million as compared with
$5.9 million in the previous year; while the total value of
imports last year was $80,3 million as compared with
$83,3 million in 1960, The visible trade gap was therefore
reduced from $42,4 million to $37,1 million,

In other words, there was a visible trade deficiency of
$37.1 million., We imported $37.1 million in goods more
than we exported and, as hon, members know, our chief
exports are sugar, rum, fancy molasses, vacuum panmo=
lasses and edible oils and soaps,

Those are our chief exports, quite apart fromour ex=
port of populadon whichhas developed to be a major export
in this colony, Twenty=three and a half million worth of
food was imported in 1961, an increase of almost $1 1/3
million; while imports of manufactured goods and articles
fell by $1 million to a little over $25 million, and imports
of machinery and transport equipment fell by $3 million to
$12,2 million, The trade gap on visible trade account was
made largely by receipts from the tourist industry and by
remittances from abroad, from emigrants who had gone
overseas and who had sent back money for their families,
and the repayment of Government loans which has been
fairly steady. In addition to that, there were the normal
remittances from places like the US.A., not only from the
farm workers, but from relatives who had emigrated long
ago and who still continue to assist their families in Bar-
bados,

In 1961, 37,060 tourists arrived in the Island as against
35,535 in 1960 = an increase of 1,525 = as compared with
5,286 in the previous year, Approximately, half the num=
ber of tourists came from North America and Venezuela,
Total expenditure by these tourists was approximately
$15,9 million in B,W.L currency as compared with $13
million in 1960, This increase was due largely to a marked
increase in the number of tourists stdying at the more
luxurious and expensive hotels,

Emigration to the United Kingdom rose from 4,194 in
1960 to 6,031 in 1961, and emigration to the US.A. under
the Farm Labour programme rose from 1,275 in 1960 to
1,310 in 1961, Remittances from persons abroad through
the General Post Office and certain other channels which
we can trace totalled $7,5 million in 1961 as against the
comparable figure of $6 million in 1960,

Finally, I come to whatperhaps is one of the more un=
favourable features of the economy, and that is the total
standing to the credit of depositors in the Government Sav-
ings Bank, The total fell by $1,8 million as compared with
a fall of $262,000 in 1960, At the same time savings in the
commercial banks rose by $2,3 million as compared with
$0.97 million in the previous year, Time deposits in the

—
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commercial banks rose by $606,000 despite a reduction
from $2.7 million to $400,000 in Treasury time deposits,
Loans and advances by commercial banks rose from $39,7
million to $41,3 million at the end of 1961,

You will see, therefore, that there appears to have been
a transfer of a substantial amount of money in the vicipity
of $2 million, Although you cannot trace it accurately, it is
reasonable to assume that people transferred money from
the Government Savings Bank to the commerical banks.
There was no diminution in the Jevel of savings, but the
alarming feature is that people no longer wantto leave their
money in the Government Savings Bank, Recently a decision
has been taken to allow the Governors of the Savings Bank
to vary the rate of interest from time to dme without any
legislaton being fixed, because if you want to encourage
people to leave their money in the Government Savings
Bank, we have to offer rates of interest competitive with
those offered in the commercial banks, Iamquite sure that
hon, members will be glad to know that the rates which are
offered = the decision was taken a couple of weeks ago =
will be competitive with those offered by the commercial
banks so that I hope that there will be not only a re-transfer
of money to the Government Savings Bank, but that the
people will be induced to take some of the money from their
puzzling=boxes and ol stockings and from under the bed
and put that money into the Govermment Savings Bank so
that they can acquire savings which are {nvested, because
the Government will be investing that money in Treasury
bills, deposit receipts and matters of that kind, That Sir,
is the financial picture which Iwould like to put before hon,
members,

I I may end up by coming back to the point at which 1
started, . after the various adjusunents have been made,
we will be asking the House to make certain amendments
1o the Estimates as they have been circulated, Hon, mem-=
bers should, by now, have copies of the amendments to the
current Estimates, because I believe that #a those amend~
ments were circulated today, I do not thinkit is necessary
for me to go through these amendments f{tem by itemn, ex-
cept, perhaps, to highlight ore or two important aspects in
which the amendments have been made, Lhave already men=
tioned that as far as the Legislature is concerned, Your
Honour's personal emoluments have been reduced by $1,200
thus setting an example not only to the Legislature but to
the rest of the community in this year of emergency with
which we are faced, The necessary Jegislative enactment
has been prepared; the item ‘‘refreshments*® hasbeen re~
duced by $14,000 and that note will be deleted, On page 1
of the amendments there is a mistake which I would like to
correct, There is to be substituted a note to read as fol=
lows:~

“‘Act 1891 = 7 as amended by Act 1946 = 13",

The Act 1891 = 7 is nothing to do with the Legislature,
not in that respect anyhow, It should have been the *‘Act
1891-24*", The Speaker's travelling allowance has beenin=-
creased to the same amount authorised to a Minister of the
Government, that is, $90,00 a month, There is therefore a
net reduction on the Speaker’s amount which will be $70 a
month, The Government Hospitality Vote has been in-
creased by $4,000 for the simple reasonthat we have been
coming for supplementary estimates all the time and we
estimate that the figure there is much more realistic in
view of the projected Federation, and the number of con=
ferences which we will be holding fromtime to time, There
are various other Heads, Mr, Speaker, but I do not think
that it is necessary for me to repeat what I have already
said under different headings, because some of them are
merely repetitions of what 1 have said before.I am there~
fore moving that the Bill comprising the Estimates as
amended by these proposals, be now read a second time,

In conclusion, I would like to say that we in Barbados
should always be aware of what is goingon in the country,
because it is the only way in which we can inspire confi-
dence amongst the taxpayers and other citizens of the
Island if we keep them informed of the true position and
not treat them like children all the time, or assume that
they do not understand financial matters, That is not only

necessary for the taxpayers, but for the business com=
munity and for prospective investors and people who want
10 put some capital into different projects inthis country.

It is therefore our intention to lay the facts, no matter how
depressing these facts may be, fromtime to time before the
citdzens of this Island, so that they will work along with us
in order to raise the standard of living and the gross
national product in this country, and so that we can achieve
the things which have been achieved by other areas, not
only in the West Indies, but outside of it,

I do not think that members need necessarily be
alarmed because there is a deficit of nearly $2 million,
It is the best that we cando in the rather peculiar circumn-
stances of being confronted with a fait accompliin the wages
and salarfes for the public service to the order of $3 mil-
lion. Even without that increase last year the Government
had budgeted for a deficit of $1 1/4 million, That deficit
was translated into a surplus of nearly $2 million, but then
the $3 million increase in the salaries and wages of the
public service wok care of the revised Estimate of Revenue
which would have left Government with a surplus, as I said,
of abowt $2 million, There is adeficitof $2 million and we
are going to take very active steps to reduce the size of that
deficit, Having a deficit is not necessarily a bad thing if the
people who work in the Public Service would be willing to
put in a full day's work or full month's work for the full
month’s pay which they have asked for and which they are
now getting, if they discharge their duties with courtesy and
with good humour as the members of the public expect them
to discharge them, and if the Heads of Departments and
other people concerned do not carry out systematic raids
on the Treasury which will rot be looked upon with ap~
proval by my Cabinet anyhow, The only way that you could
justify an increase in Departmental spending is to show
that the cost of the commodities which youwanted te pur=
chase have risen due to extraordinary circumstances be-
yond the control of the Department; but 1 do not subscribe
to the view that an Estimate should be put in and something
deleted, and later on in the year whenthe financial picture
begins to look a little rosier that a systematic raid should
be made on the Treasury for the very items which had been
deleted, When these items have been deleted, I have de-
leted them until 31st March, 1963, These iterns have not
been postponed pending a better picture; they have been
deleted, and I want to make that abundantly clear, and they
would have to get along without them. They would have to
get along without the elaborate cabinets and desks and that
kind of thing, because there are a lotof businesses in this
country running with inadequate equipment and managing
quite well, and there are a lot of people sleeping on the
floor when Civil Servants are swinging around in swivel
chairs in Barbados. There are children going 1o sleep
hungry in this community every night; and althoughour de=
ficit is only now to the order of $2 million, we have to re=-
member that there are increases for the Police to come,
and the cost of the School Mezis Programme also 1o be
added on to deficit; so that is not going to cost a Lirtle bit of
mongy.

Although I may sound like a prophet of gloom, I want
everyone to understand that this is a country with a very
serious problem, and we should not immediately aspireto
have all the creature comforts that we seeon the screen =
the cabin cruiser, two cars in the garage and that kind of
thing, I am not going to say anything about hixury spending
because the time has not come for that yet, The public will
be called upon tomake certain sacrifices, but I do not think
there are sacrifices which are going to be intolerable for
this community to bear, Wehave 1o see that the principle of
the maximum social advamtage is applied in every respect
of Government firancing, and herefore it will callfor a re~
distribution of the wealth of <he country via taxation from
those who have a little more o those who do not have so
much by way of social services and soon, We do not intend
to curtail the social gervices just because there is a de-
ficit,

Mr, Speaker, the immediate demands for expenditure
will be met from such reserves as may be still left, When
I say ‘‘may bestill left"’, Ihave already told the House that
the General Revenue Balance and the Revenue Equalisaton
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Fund have been almost entirely depleted; but we do have
certain wproductive investments with the Crown Agents
and through the Crown Agems, and from time to time we
have to ask the Crown Agents to sell some of these invest-
ments in order to meet our expenditure, as the year goes
on, That is an ordinary practice, If you do not have any
money on call or at short notice liquid cagh, we have to
call in some of our investments. Idonot necessarily think
this is a bad thing, because if youlook at the list of invest=
ments, you will see we have been systematically losing on
these investments due to the rise of interest rates,

1 do not like to be pedagogic, but it is necessary for me
1o explain maners which I normally would take for granted
if I were only addressing Your Honour, If the Government
of Barbados buys, let us say, $100,000 in bonds at b and
the interest rate rises to 8%, the Government of Barbados
cannot then cash in these bonds for $100,000, The Govern=
ment would normally have to wait until 1980 or whenever
the bonds or stocks matured to cash them in, in order to
get back the amount of money that was invested, and by this
time, of course, the purchasing power of money has fallen,
K the interest rate goes from 4 to&%, it is only natural
to expect that depending on the lengthof time towards ma=
turity the value of the investmen: will fall, and .. can
see illustrations of that by looking at the Esdmates where
you will see the value of Government investments have been
set out, The value does not fall to $50,000 because the in=
terest rate has doubled, As I said before, that depends on
the length of timne there is to maturity and redemption of the
investment, but certainly, as has happened to alot of Gov=
ernment investiments over the past ten years, it may drop
to 6&% or 6% of the amount that you originally invested,
Now that has been happening, I started warning the Gov=
ernment of this country from 1952 that they should have
floating conversion loans at a time when the rates of in=»
terest were low and get rid of some of the securities at
times when the interest rates were tending to rise,

My warning, as you are aware, because youwere in the
House, fell on deaf ears and I have now inherited this lack
of vision; therefore, we would have to do the best we can
about it, Some of the investments inthe past few days have
risen because of the reduction in the bank rate and there=
fore, we have to watch the trend very carefully to see
whether there is a likelihood of a further reduction so that
we can cash in on some of these investments, Therefore,
it can be seen that although we do not have liquid cash
floating, we do have some investments and wehave to con=
sider very seriously disposing of some of these invest-
ments before the market value falls much below what it is,
However, quite apart from that, we hope to be coming to
the House with our plans for greater production and expane
sfon of our economy and we also will be bringing in the
necessary legislation to authorise the raising of loans in
whatever markets we can get them,

I am very happy to say that as a result of much cor=
responding and travelling by the Hon, Minister of Trade
and myself, we have high hopes of raising $7 million (US,)
between now and the end of the month, It is possible that 1
can only ask the the investment house to send $6,3 million
because we only have authorisation for the raising of $6.3
million by the Loan Aot of 1957; however, that is $6,3
million which I have every reason to believe we can get
and which would be useful in tiding us over the period
from 31st March, 1962 to 30th June, 1962,

We also have to consider the introduction of legislation
for the entire re-financing of the Deep Water Harbour
project, 1 think that in the course of my remarks wday
I left the Deep Water Harbour project somewhat in mid=air,
The position with the Deep Water Harbour whichhas made
terrific inroads in the financial resources of this Island
is as follows:=

‘Harbour construction was $17,840,190 together with
engineering, consulting and advisory rose to $18,477,399,
The approach roads cost $1,296,000; tug $686,6869; ancillary
works $762,000; drainage, $421,000; capitalisation charges
$1.89 million, Now, the bulk sugar installation came to
$4,843 million thus making a total of $28 million expended
to date on the Deep Water Harbour,"

Now, Sir, most of thatexpenditure has been made from
Reserve funds, The amount of money raised in 1957 was
$12,5 million and that is the only way in which the Har~
bour, in my opinion, has beenproperly financed, That left
a deficit of roughly $15 million to date and I would like to
say that when all the ancillary workshave been completed,
the ultimate cost would be likely to be in the vicinity of
$31 million,

I would also warnhon, members that the figure now for
the construction of the new Hospital is $2,6 million in ex=
cess of the figure which was presented to the Legislature,
I have not investigated that matter yet, but, as hon, members
know, the Hospital is not yet finished, That is not a satis~
factory state of affairs; but,as 1have said, those are the
corditons which we have inherited, We have inherited an
estate with very heavy mortgages on it,

I would like to say that we are not deterred nor have
we deflected from our original intention to carry out the
programme with which we went to the country, and
by very judicious handling of our limited resources I am
still very cpdmistic, I feel now that we are on a platform
and from here on Barbados is going to make a leap for-
ward although the platform on which we stand, if we stand
on it too long, is likely to break, We cannot stand on it
too long; we have to leap forward; and 1 want to assure hon,
members that it i{s our intention to view the situation real=
istically and not to stick our heads inthe sand and mislead
the public that this is the greatest place in the world and
that the Government is going to be a fairy godfather, We
are asking the public to join in the uphill effort so as to
bring us to the position on the top of the hill and to enjoy
the view to which we are looking forward, (Cheers)

I beg to move that this Bill with the amendments which
I have made be now read a second time,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

Mr, SPEAKER: Is the hon, member seconding the mo=
tion now with a view of speaking on the Bill at a later

stage,

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Yes, Sir, in case the necessity
arises, I would like to reserve the rightto speak at a later
stage,

Mr, GODDARD: Mr, Speaker, it has been the practice of
this House, after listening to the Budget Speechgiven by the
Premier, that hon, members are given a copy of the speech
and a little time in order to study it so as to come back
here more prepared to contribute to the debate, Of course,
I realise that there has been a departure from that today
and everything has been quite different from the presenta=
tion of former budgets, I appreciate very much the points
of change, but that, again, necessitates the study of his
speech which we would like to have in our hands before
we continue at this stage,

In recent years the Clerk of the House has very kindly
provided a copy of the Budget Speech within two days so that
we can really study it and thus would be ahie to contribute
more forcibly to the debate, If Imay use the Hon, Premier’s
words, he said that he would be putting some of the salient
poimts, Some of the things which the Hon, Premier said
may not be remembered; so I am asking the Government
at this stage i{f they would be grateful enough to continue
the practice which was adopted in this House, ever since I
have been here,

1 think it is the feeling on this side of the House that
that shouk be done, It seems as if some other hon, mem=
bers desire to continue with this Bill and for that reason
if T were to sit down now, I would Jose my right to speak,

Hon, E, W, BARROW: On a point of order, 1think that
the hon, member should reserve his right to speak if some
other hon, member would like to speak,

Mr, SPEAKER: What I would say about thatis that the
hon, member may move that the further consideraton of
this Bill be postponed and if his motion {s not seconded
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other hon, members may speak, At a later stage the motion
of the hon, member may be seconded, and then he would be
entitled to speak on another occasion,

Mr, GODDARD: In that case, I would move that the
further consideration of this Bill be postponed,

Mr. MILLER rose to speak,

Mr, SPEAKER: I have noted that the motion of the hon,
junior member for Christ Church was not seconded, I take
it that the hon, junior member for St. George rose on a
point of order.

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, it seems to me that
there is a lot of things for which the Standing Orders do
not provide, but the hon, member who rose to make a speech
and who was not prepared to speak is being accommodated,
However, I would not like the hon., member to lose that op~
portunity, Some hon, members feel that they have the right
to rise firston the novelidea of this reservation of the right
to speak which is only the right of a member who seconds
a motion, If that idea gets around then everybody will rise
‘and say that he wants to speak ona matter tomorrow, I feel
that hon, members should have come armed to speak as 1
came armed to speak, The hon, member is not as great a
cricket enthusiast as I am and Isaid that we were spinning
out the days before the cricket started, What has been done
on the former occasion, what the hon, junior member for
Christ Church has mentioned, has been done because the
then Premier came in with a prepared speech, I am trying
to save the Clerk on this occasion, If you ask the Clerk to
have a report prepared of the Premier's Speech then you
will be in for a very bong time; you will have to get the type
script from the Official Reporters and that will mean that
you will have 1o go through a very long process,

Hon, E, W, BARROW: On a point of order, Mr, Speaker,
although it has been the tradition - 1 would not say of pre-
vious Ministers of Finance because there has been none -
of previous people who introduced the Budget to read out
the Memoranda prepared for them = and it is against the
Rules of the House to read your speech = I prepared my
notes from statistics and made my speech from them, 1
would never read out a speech inthis House, I make my own
speech as I study my background, data and material,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, I am repeating what the
hon, member has said; it has been said that in England a
Minister can read his speeches, I am not asking the hon,
member for a prepared speech; I am saying what the hon,
junior member for Christ Churchhas said, that is, that it is
not being done, Last Tuesday it was said that we would be
dealing with the Budget and Idid not want any postponement,
If the Government want to go through as late as they are
prepared to go through = I did not want to come here on
Tuesday and then they ask me to come back here on Thurs=
day or Friday, 1amprepared todeal with the Second Read=
ing of this Bill and to deal withit as it has been set out by
the Hon, Minister of Finance, lhave made my notes of what
the Minister has said and I hope that the hon, junior mem-
ber for Christ Church and the hon, junior member for 3t,
George would be given some opportunity to deal with this
matter,

The Hon, Premier is presenting the Budgettous - it is
not a gloomy Budget; it is not a Budget at all - but in this
Bill, the Premier has mentioned the things which they pro=
pose to do, Ithink that we should state our views now so that
if the Government has not got down to these things, they
should get down to them now, Iconsider that there must be
a brutal and ruthless reappraisal of this country’s whole
finances from the point of view evenofthe structure of the
Civil Service, There cannot be any excuse for putting the
picture to us, as has been put to us today, and allow the -
structure of this Island to remain in the same way, | see
for myself at a glance a complete pulling down of some of
the structures which you have, if those are the problems
which you have, I am sorry that the hon, senior member
for the City is not now in his place,

5,90 Pely
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Now I am a believer in complete democracy, and with
my analysis of this budget I cannot see this coumry con-
tinuing with this type of bureaucracy that we have in Bar=
bados, where we are continually employing more bureau=
crats and we are not improving inefficiency.l am going to
give an example. For the life of me I cannot see how in an
Island of 166 square miles and 200,000 people you can have
a Central Government, and on top of this you have a Public
Assistance Board on which you are spending thousands of
dollars, and at a lower level youhave a Local Government
Commissioner, I see he has been appointed to a post in the
Civil Service as an Establishment officer, It {s abour time
that the Government abolish the whole idea of a Local Gov-
ernment Commissioner and look at the whole scheme of
Local Government,

Now the Local Government members in here would
excuse me if what I say seems harsh, Local Government
politicians in the main in Barbados have not yet come to
grips with what is required, and the Act under which Local
Government is administered is an expensive experiment
which we cannot afford with these deficits, You have a
deficit of $2 million, and Iam surethat if a financial analy-
sis is made of the things with which I am dealing, you will
find that you are spending more than $2 million to keep up
an administration which should be kept up by ten people,

1 want the Ministers, Mr, Speaker, to do a little more
work, I have been looking through the Heads of the Esti=
mates, and the amount of work that has been allocated to
the Premier is too much. He would have to be a magician
to do all of that, I do not fool people, If you look in the Es=
timates you will get some idea of the things that comne under
the Head of the Premier, Under the Premier is the Ministry
of Finance, Accountant General, Pensjons, Charges of Debt,
Customns, Inland Revenue, Statistical Service and Federa=
tion which is a memory. Then he is Minister of Home Af-
fairs, Fire Service, lLocal Government, Ecclesiastical,
Cabinet and General and Barbados Regiment, When you add
these to the Ministry of Finance, youwill see that there is
not a Department that he would not have to deal with.

When I come to the Minister of Labour, ! find that he
can well undertake some other tasks. The Minister of
Labour has the Ministry of Labour, Production and Develop=
ment, but these are names and not Departments and I see
that the only Deparument that comes under that Head is the
Labour Department, There is no Trade Department nor
Development Department; so all is done from the adminis~
trative level,

Now there is something which the last Government did
which the new Government must change, Iheard the Minis~
ter say that he is not making any recommendations for
Ministers to get any more money, My thinking is a little
different on that, I feel that a Ministerial system shouldd be
a Ministerial system, Now Ministers inthe pastin Barbados
would not take more money for themselves to do a whole
time job. All of them wanted to do part~time Ministerial
jobs and run their businesses, My view is that if 2 Minister
cannot give whole-time service to functions of public life,
he should not be a Minister, You cannot have a Minister
working half-time and therefore pick up all these other biis
of Departments, That creates inthe CivilService the feeling
that a Minister does not dohis work fully and that the Civil
Servants do the work, because he cannot pay full attention
to these things as all his income is not coming from it and
he has to look towards other things inorder to keep the pot
boiling,

Mr, Speaker, I am opposed to that method, I feel that
one of the reasons why we have these deficits in Barbados
is that under the okl system of Govermment it was a part-
time Government = one person catching some fees on

-mornings at his office hefore he can go to his office, and

another catching something here on the other hand; so it
meant that the public business was Jeft to Civil Servants.
1 do not say that well paid CivilServamts should not be call~
ed upon to do good jobs, because I see in these Estimates
that you are paying some of themn $9,400 a year; not that 1
regard that as too much money to pay a top Civil Servant,
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1 feel that a top Civil Servant, somebody like the Director
of Medical Services, the financial people, the Director of
Agriculture or the top Permanent Secretary are worth any=
thing like $800 a month, Ido not begrudge or regard $800 a
month as too much money for a top Civil Servant; but I do
not believe in having a man drawing $800 and you must
have 18 people under him, I feel if you are going to draw
$800 a month you must be high~powered like a high-powered
machine, You cannot be a low=powered machine and draw
that money. If you want that money youmust be like a high-
powered machine, so that as soon as you open your mouth
one can see you are high-powered, like whenyou press the
accelerator of a high-powered motor car and you feel it
move under you, That is my idea of bureaucracy,

Mr, Speaker, the Government spends :co much money in
Local Government and itis time for a complete reappraisal
of this stupidity in Barbados, As 1said, there are Local
Government members in the House, and personally Iwould
pass a law that you could not be in the Local Government
and in the House too because you have to split loyalties, If
you want to be in Local Government, you should be there,
and if you want to be in the House, be here. The whole con-
cept of Local Government is that it was parish pump poli-
tics where a person was looking about for roads or doing
some little nonsense job., If you had a road to repair, the
concept was finding employment for a man, Youput a little
marl down, and as soon as lorries and trucks run over the
road during the crop they create pot holes and you have to
repair them for the next crop.

The Premier raised the questionaboutcane cutters.
There is a Jot of unscientific thinking of people doing jobs.
The plantation peopie want men to come and cut canes
during the crop, but after the crop they do not know anything
abowt offering something to keep cane cutters, It serves
those who do not have cane cutters right, because when the
crop is over, they do not know how to treat the men but
offer them two days’ work; sonow that this has come about
they say it is a crisis that they do not have cane cutters,
I have absolutely no sympathy for that type of thinking
among businessmen, There are some businessman inBar=~
bados who are Iucky because they have inherited businesses
from their fathers, I do not believe in that, I do not believe
in any idiot because he is the son of any person having the
right to preside over my economic destiny, Some people
have their sons and grandesons in bvsinesses, and it is a
matter of inheritance, They are seeing about the lives of
too many people, and that is where we get too much low
productivity from the management,

6,05 peim1,

I would say at the beginning that there must be a com=~
plete re-appraisal of these Government Departments and
the work Government is doing. There is too much public
wastage, Why should there be a Department for the Crown
Solicitor and he cannot be imtegrated in your Legal De-
partment? Why must you duplicate your Messenger and Ty=
pist when one of each would do? When you look through your
Estimates, you see every now and then a new Department
created, You have now a Department for your Probation
Service and your Social Welfare Service and every time you
create a new Department, you must have a Head of Depart=
ment, a Clerk; and by so doing you are multiplying Gov=
ernment servants,

Sir, the size of these Estimates has beengrowing year
after year because you are increasing your Departments,
There is a big concept among white-collared workers that
if yougive a man a top post and give him some more money,
automatically, he requires somebody near him to give him
assistance, You therefore call him an assistant, They think
it adds status, Here in Barbados, wages paid by Govern=
ment are not so low. In the days gone by, the Chief Justice
was getting £1,000 and that was when1first came into this
House, Now, today, his salary is twice as much, The Chief
Secretary’s salary was twice as much and salaries are still
going up, On the last occasion when youdealt with salaries
of Civil Servants and wages of people in the Public Service,
you dealt with them behind a political background, not an
economic background: and you can see very well what it
has left this country in, You have now to set up Anomalies

Committees to deal with some of the recommendations and
when those Committees make their recommendations, ithe
time will soon be at hand again for you to set up another
Salaries Commission,

The Hon., Premier has said that he would be coming
back around May or June with a Budget and I hope at that
time he will say that there is no need for all these Departi~
ments and he is having an integration of people in the Ser=
vice; and it must not only be an integration with a view to
retaining all the servants you need but an integration with
a view to steamlining it and putting it on a proper basis,

Why say that youwant a Local Government Commission=
er? The Local Government Commissioner has to send
something to the Permanent Secretary, then the Permanent
Secretary sends it to the Minister, What is it that the Local
Government Commissioner has to do? He hastogo and sit
down at meetings of the various Councils, Who comes in
here and sits down with us? The old Government left some
sort of watchdog in creating this Department to watch the
hon. senior member for the City. They have left us with
the Public Assistance Board just to say thathe was spend~
ing too much in the City Council, However, it is a matter
for the Government to decide whether there is the necessity
for a Local Government Commissioner, T aking into consid=
eration the economy which you have, do you want all these
people? Sir, I am a believer in democracy, 1 believe all
the men in Local Government can do good jobs, Make themn
District Commissars. Give them some measure of im=
portance in the community, The Northern and Southern
District Councils are coming to you begging for money to
help them to carryon, The only one of these Councils which
is not begging is the City Council; therefore, what is the
use of having an expensive trapping wheneverybody is beg=
ging?

1 do not know the real rate which you give for travelling
allowance, What is the average amount of money paid out to
Local Government Officers for travelling ? I know the Island
well and no Local Government Officer travelsasmuch as I
do. My average travelling is 1,000 miles amonth, You have
this question of wasting money, Let us get to the stage of
steamlining our economy and get away from the frills if
Barbados is to have the structure of keeping in step with
its economy, As lhave said, I believe in giving people in
their district some measure of authority; but from what has
been revealed in this Appropriation Bill and inthese Esti=
mates, it looks as if we did not go in for a complete re=-
appraisal of our situation, instead of the Hon, Premier
coming back here on the 31st March, 1963 and hoping to
redress this balance, he may well find that Parkinson’s
Law has prevailed among the people.

I am glad to hear him say that these Estimates are
complete Estimates and that he will not be coming back
later in the year withSupplementary Resolutions, However,
I am going to tell him that the Departments are going to
make him come back with supplementary Resolutions, If
you do not come back, they are going to tell the workers
that the money is gone; go and ask the people in the House
about the money,

Civil Servants are entitled to know that a politician
must look upon the Island as a whole and regard them as
part of the whole and not as persons to be singled out for
special treatment, I deal with all types of people. If I may
put it this way, the mental approach of the white~collared
workers is such that they think their status quo is some=
thing to be preserved at all stages; therefore, when any
change takes place quickly, sometimes they take very long
to adjust themselves to that change, Sometimes when a
change takes place, it calls for a right about turn in your
thinking, I am telling the Hon., Premier that the work of
some Civil Servants is something which he must be very
firm with, I go into many Departments of Government: and
although I do not make it mybusiness 1o interfere with the
people because I am a member of the House of Assembly,
yet it is appalling the way which white=collared workers
are adopting on the job, Sometimes, you feel that you are
a positive nuisance when you go into some of those places,
The people behind the counters look upon youas if you are
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somebody coming from outer space and therefore they
should not have anything to do with you, That sort of atti~
tude and approach I view with disgust,

6,15 p.m,

Moreover, there is this idea of Jooking at the clock. 1
am not against people knocking off at the pyoper time, but
Civil Servants, whether senior or junior, mustbe told that
their job must come first and their family arrangements
and their personal arrangements must take second place,
Civil Servants have the idea that they must carry their
children to school and go back for them at hinch time. As to
the Elementary Schools, it seems to me that some parents
would think that if they send their children to an Elementary
School, they are sending themto a hmatic asylumn, I want to
say that I am a very observant man; I watch things in the
community and I say that too many CivilServants have the
idea that taking a child to school is a part of their work,
not realising that the children canget to school by means of
the buses. Then again they say that they must go for their
wives; this idea that you cannot keep your wife waiting is
all foolishness; if your wife isemployed then she should not
keep waiting on you, Let us get the Civil Servants with the
idea that they must Jearn to settle these problems. Do you
think that in the United States of America any man could be
so crazy as to be talking about howhis wife is going to get
to work? They get to work by train and they do not see each
other until they get back to their homes; and it may be that
it is better for the child to remain at school and get into a
fight, 1 say all that because Ithink we have too much of this
idea of softness and this mental attitude towards work,

Mr, Speaker, I am pleased to hear the Premier speak
about displaced workers, I was getting worried about the
action of many of these worker s, When that Bill was framed,
it was framed against a background of giving these workers
money on a week to week basis, Asthe General Secretary of
the Barbados Workers® Union, Iwas responsible for the de-
cision being taken because, as has been pointed out here to=
day, it was done with a viewtoprevent the island from re=
Jeasing $ 1 3/4 million one morning and so inflate the
economy of the island and Jeave 1,200 people out of em=
ployment, But circumstances have changed: and in the light
of these circumstances, if we had said that some man, who
was entitled todraw $1,000, should be given weekly amounts
such as $8.00, we woukl feel that that was a waste of time
from the point of view of the administration, Moreover, it
may seern that if a manisdrawing $1,000 and you give him
this money in $6,00 parcels on Fridays, he would walk
about the streets and get drunk until the time comes for
him to receive the next amount, In that case he would not
know what he did with the money, I hope that now that this
statement has been made by the Premier it will give some
relief because I like to work, My officeis inundated weekly
with people who ask me: ‘‘Skipper, when will I get the
thing? I have my passport ready and I want to get up there
before the door is closed,’’ I have never been confronted
with so many bills as I have been confronted with on this
occasion; in every two weeks I have very gloomy stories
brought to me,

Mr. Speaker, my other bugbear which Ihave been riding
for some time is the question of Leave Passages. All Civil
Servants can use pressure and I do not know what kind of
pressure the Civil Servants have been using on members of
the Government; but, Mr, Speaker, for the life of me I can-
not see that there is any man in Barbados who is drawing
money as a salary and he is Jooking to me to send him to
England, That has absolutely no meaning, Moreover, Ithink
that this idea of giving people six months® holiday must
come to an end, That period is too long a period during
which a man must Jeave his work and create unnecessary
expense, I say, let him go away for three months, Some of
these people have nothing to do for this period of six months
and that space of time only causesthemto get into trouble,
E you are accustomned to doing work, how can you remain
idle for six months? Let us begin to cut down this period, A
considerahle amount of money is paid out for people who go
on leave and sometimes you are paying two Heads of De-
partments. That is not like any business; in any business, if
the boss goes onholiday, a manholds on for him; but he has
not got to pay all the bosses, He may give a man a little

grog at another time. I am against this prolonged absence
from work,

These Colonial Office Regulations were made against
the background that if Englishmen came to the West Indies
to perform tasks for natives, because they have been work-
ing in these areas, this dictum was laid down that they must
go back home for this time, Inthose days of the ‘V** boats
like the ‘‘Vestris® and the ‘‘Vandyke'*, these employees
used to take about two months before they could get back

. home, Now we are giving people the same amowunt of leave

as it used to take a man to get back to his home in those
days, Why should we tax people to make up for a deficit
of $2 million and at the same time you are sending a man
to England? Why should I pay income tax tosend a man to
England?
6.25 p.m,

The only time I can go on holiday is when Igoto a
Conference, I could not save enough moneytogo from here
to Pelican Island which no onger exists, If I go away I have
to get a freeness. Yet I havetopay taxes, 1 cannot see how
it could be reasonable to continue this, and I hope 1 will be
hearing from the Premier in the Budget Speech that he pro-
poses to remove Leave Passages completely from the Es-
timates, .

I you talk about a mandate, Mr, Speaker, you know
that I have a mandate to say so, I have tokd my constituents
that if they sent me back to the House of Assembly I would
be knocking off these leave passages, The Civil Servants
know it and I believe they agree with it, Some of them so
realise that it will happen that some of them seem to catch
the boat before it stops, because they realise there is no
justification for it; but perhaps the Ministers maybe a lit-
tle bit scared to come down with the heavy hammer, 1 hope
that this will not be prolonged,

Now the Premier made a statement in giving a back-
ground of these finances, and mentioned the fiscal policy
of the Government in compiling these Estimates, He stated
some of the things he has taken out, but though he has taken
things out of the Estimates, the deficit is still going to be
there, There is one thing I would like to draw to the Pre-
mier’s attention, and it is that he cannot be too quick to
make a decision in relation to the TransportBoard and its
subsidy, I will tell the Premier thathe is subsidising things
now which within the context of this country’seconomy are
not as important as public transport, Ihear some people say
that you should give the buses back to the private people.
You know the buses were taken from the private conces~
sionaires because they wanted increases and no increases
were granted, I have beenin close contact with this matter,
and to me it is just like the Trinidad affair with B,W.LA,

Mr, Speaker, there are about 500 people working for
their living in the integrated bus service, and ycu cannot
take these 500 people and throw them to the winds in Bar-
bados to be at the mercies of private employers, because
I have the experience that i{n the public sectors workers
can get attention through members of the Legislature, but
in the private sector people get away with these things,
Before these bus services were taken over, drivers and
conductors in Barbados were paid in 1957 the ridiculous
wage of $15 a week, and it is no wonder that you were re-
cruiting people ostensibly to steal and not to work, because
if you put a man on a bus and give him $2 a day and he is
collecting a lot of money and taking in to you, he has to be
more than an angel for one of the dollars not to drop into
his pocket, Moreover, I think the members of the Govern=
ment and the Premier must understand the way that private
people work, They employ their wives, themselves, son and
grand-son and they do not get any over=time nor holiday
with pay or wages. They eat food in the same house; so
those are some of the administrative arrangements of the
private concessionaires that you do not find in co=ordinated
services, Their administration is done on a loose basis
between themselves and relatives which does nothappen in
a public service where you have to pay a man to do a job,

I feel that this is a very important matter, Sir, which
deals with the economy of this Island, and you may run
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into difficulties with a group of people who are organised in
a Trade Union, whichis not going to ook lightly upon a sys=
tem which throws them on to private people, who are not in
a position to give them the protection security they deserve,
What I think is necessary in transport is that the Govern=
ment needs to make a brutal appraisal of the Transport
Board, I met the Transport Board people last week, and I
am going to meet them again maybe tomorrow, I have it on
good authc.rity that the Transport Board has increased its
operational returns; that is to say, they have over the last
year brought in more money fromthe operational side than
they did in the previous year, The conductors have had a
very rough time with everybody blaming thern, A new cone
tract has now been signed in a Wage Bill for these people,
and I do not think anybody would regard 2 man getting $30
a week for driving one of those busesin 1962 as too much,
The wages show)! have been more before and it is only now
that they are cacching up, because in no part of the indus~
trial world would you find any organised worker within our
context getting less than $30 a week for driving one of those
47 or 50 passenger buses, Thesedrivers have to bring peo=
ple to work, and lots of people in this community do not
realise that comductors and drivers have to scramble to
get home at 11 o'clock or midnight, Iwas going to a meeting
at Mayers Corner one night when a conductor working at
the hon, senior member for St, Joseph had to hitch=hike
with me in order to get home, It was not his fault that he
had to do that, and it was only good luck that I happened
to see this man in his cap and took him up, because I do
not risk taking up a man at night,

Mr, COWARD: On a point of order, I think the hon,
member would understand that in any work you do, you
have to find a way to get home, We are not responsible for
a pessoil's gerting home,

iir, WALCOTT: Is that a point of order? But that is
only an indication of the mentality of private people with
whomn you have to deal, The hon, member has put his foot
into it, If you took 400 people and left their destiny to be
presided over by employers with that mentality, you will
'see their difficulty, You have to deal with people of the
mentality that a man must get home, The hon, member does
not know that in London the people who work on the last
trip always have a bus or something to take them home,

Hon, E, W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, if the hon, member
would give way, I think the hon, member and myself have
availed ourselves of these services very often in the wee
hours of the morning in London and we did not have to pay
any fares because the bus drivers and conductors let us
ride free on the buses, But the other point I would just like
to mention to the hon, senior member for St, Peter is that
1 do not know if any individualhas said that we are going to
give the buses back to private people or any nonsense like
that,

635 p.rm,

The Governmernt intends to make the Transport Board
pay, That is a different thing altogether and perhaps the
private concessionaires would want to surrender their
buses at that stage,

Mr, WALCOTT: It shows the sort of difficulty which we
have when thinking in modernterms and 1am sure the Hon,
Premier will agree with me whenIsay that with a Govern=
ment with a Socialist philosophy, you cannot be tempted
even on the basis of the pressure which you may get from
certain sectors of the community to give up something just
by saying that itis notpaying as well as it should be, From
the point of view of the workers themselves, you have to ask
yourself: are those workers treated well? What the Hon,
Premier has to understand, provided the Transport Board
is run efficiently, is that if you have to run a proper ser=-
vice even If you have to give a subsidy to it in orderto
maintain it, That is something which the public must do,
These people are getting a bus service todrop their cooks
and their maids at their place of residence, These cooks
and maids have to get to these peoples’ places early on
mornings and sometimes they leave late at night, That is
why I say that it is against that background that you have to
Jook at the marter, Itook the matter up with that person and

he told me that he lived in Clifton Hall, Do you think I am
telling a lie?

Mr, SPEAKER: Not when you are addressing the Chair,

Mr, WALCOTT: 1 asked him, ‘How would you get
home?** He said, *‘l would have to sleep in the garage.”
Everybody knows my motor car, so he hailed me, Ikt was a
night when I was going out to a meeting,

Mr, Speaker, I want the hon, member to know that it
is not a system which is employed by the hon, member; it
is aquestion whichis employed by all the bus people; there-
fore, I was only drawing it to the Government’s attention
that one of the dangers of giving buses to the people is that
you have to assess this situation,

The other matter which I would like to deal with is the
Deep Water Harbour, I do not think the Hon, Premier and
his Government would be acting too late now if they did this,
You will remember that during the last hurricane, the mem-=
bers of the last Government went up to the United Kingdom
1o get a Joan and not knowing how to present things to people,
the people of the Government up there sent them back and
told them that they had money, That was in 1955 and the then
Government had/already decided to build the Deep Water
Harbour, Ihope the Hon, Premier will tell Mr, Fraser when
he comes here tomorrow =and itis not too late = that this
Deep Water Harbour project should never be a project which
you call upon the people of Barbados to carry alone, You
have been made into a sugar plantation by them, You used
to ship sugar in bags and now they say that they are not
going to take sugar from you in bags, In an economy like
this which we have, you have built a Deep Water Harbour,
The cost of the project is equivalent to your total income
for one year, Go to the U,S.A, and ask the authorities there
this question, If they had a project like this to do, do you
think that they would want todo itout of their own economy
only? You have done something which is equivalent to your
whole income for a year, I feel it is not too late to Jet the
Britdsh people know that we should not be called upon to
build the Deep Water Harbour out of our Redemption Fund
and we are not getting any grant from them,

Barbadians have the idea that you cannot beg a man
for money and be independent too, Where theyhave got that
idea from, I do not know, The Marshall Plan was an organ=
isation set up to help countries, It was changed to the
O.E.C.U. and now they call it the European Common Com=
munity, That was done with money which nations put up,
That was how West Germany was able to come back, The
United States of America had a recession, but Mr, Speaker,
do you know the place which did not have a recession? It
is the same place whichthey turned around and gave money
so that their economy could become more pulsating, The
United States gave Marshall Aid to all of those countries
and the only place which fell below was Italy, They went
in and bombed their places, knocked them down and then
turned around and gave them money, Now, their economy
has reached the stage that the U.S.A. and the United King=
dom Governments have been forced to recognise them, That
is why I tell the Premier that he should not worry about
what people say. Do you realise that there is no territory
that had to undertake a project of this nature that did not
undertake it without assistance from somebody?Hereitis:
you want to play that you are sobig that you can undertake
a $28 million project without anybody giving youmoney, The
Deep Water Harbour project is one which spells towards
development and therefore, you should tell the British Gov=
ernment to get money and Jend you, If Great Britain had to
undertake after the war a project whose cost was equivalent
to her revenue, she would ask for aid, Britain borrowed
something like £1,500 million from the International Mone=
tary Fund and it is still a sovereign state and independent;
therefore, this idea ¢f your Josing your sovereignty if you
have to ask for aid is allbosh, &t is not too late for the Hon,
Premier to tell Mr, Fraser and all those people that are
coming here that we are notbeggars from the point of view
that we camnot be economically viable, but we have suffi-
cient commonsense to know that you could have offered
people money who were not in the British Commonwealth,
Britain gave Lybia aid to the extent of £27 million and that
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coumry is not part of the British Commonwealth, That is an
independent country. They gave them so much aid and they
have even sent Civil Servants there to do certain services
brmwm.

6.45 p.m,

You are not in the position of walking abput and asking
for food in a calabash. In this day and age you can beg
& man and wam independence too, There is nothing in the
political comext for which you are asking. 1 am telling the
Premier this; he must sing one song and sing it long and
often; become an economic nuisance to a man in respect
of a project and he has to do it, You do not want ten pro-
jects; you hold on to one big project, You do not care who
is bowling; if youduck, the ball willgo over your head, I am
asking the Premier to bear that in mind,

As to the programme for the school meals, I am not
as worried about that as much as the appropriate Minister
would be worried about it, The Government has already set
up a Committee to study this programme, but the Govern=
ment must insist in a community like this on making the
programme as broad and as co=operative as they possibly
can. You must draw from the community on a voluntary
basis, There must be individual women, indeed there are
individual wives in this community, who can be organized
into a work force; that can bedone if we give them assist=
ance in some way without having to pay one penny for that
kind of labour, The labour in connection with the school
meals programme and any other manual labour like that,
is labour for whichyoucanaskona volintary basis, I know
that in every district of this island the heart of the Barba=
dian woman is there; the Barbadian women know that you
are not selling food to the schoolchildren, You do not even
have to call upon a man for this service, You wamt wives
who will go in to share the food = nut those who want to
carry home the food, (Laughter), Iwanttosay that every
five pints of rice that are carried away you have lost, and
you do not want that kind of wife who is going to help her=
self but who is not stealing, We want people who will give
of their services on a voluntary basis and that is the only
way in which we can succeed, It is the only way in which we
have succeeded up to now. How can you expect, with the
economy which we have, people toexist if somebody did not
come in and eat at your home? A boy is going to school in
town, but he is living in the country; that is how we lve and
develop: but if wehad to develop on the basis that everybody
had to pay for everything he received, then we could not
develop. We have to encourage people in the public sector
to do the same thing, I cannot see why the Hon, Premier
and the Hon, Minister of Education cannot broaden their
scheme and ask people to give voluntary help in a service
in which the Government is not making any money, Some=
body asked me about a driver’s job with the food which is
going around and I said that I did not know about this kind
of work. One man toki me that if I did not get one of these
jobs for him I know how it would be with him and me, I am
not on the basis of looking for jobs for people; I am on the
basis of allowing this work tobedoneon a voluntary basis.

The Premier says that he wants the community to be
so dynamic that he does not want to have any problem, Right
now there is a shortage of cane cutters, One of the things
which we have emered upon is the crashprogramme which
the Government is carrying on, Those of us who represent
labour have to tell people that they must work and not
‘“blow a comb'’, When you work you make the crash pro=
gramme effective, The work on the Constitution River is
coming on nicely and this is something which it was thought
coulkd not be done. I do not subscribe to the idea of 2 man
being unemployable because he has been unemployed for so
Jong that be has Jost the zest for working, He has got into
a new gear; he cannot even get imo the reverse gear.
(LAUGH TER), We want 1o try to attract able-bodied men,
and when somebody comes along with something he can
attract such people, Why should a man be inconvenienced
for the convenience of the planter who did not care anything
about the man's position before? Why should something be
stopped? You are called upon to foster a change, As soon as
you have somebody in the sector where he can make a live
ing, somebody who cannot measure up to that has to drop
out, All along I have been warning the people; the next peo-
ple whom you will hear belly=aching is the hotel people,
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because as soon as you want to press down people with
wages which are not fair, you will not get these people to
work. Very soon the hotel people will be crying out that they
cannot get skilled people to worktoo.lItis not every strong
man who can cut canes. 1 had a problem on a plantation
already. The manager wanteda girltoworkwith a man who
was cutting canes and she sajd that she could not work with
him and make money because he would cut one cane today
and another tomorrow.

6.55 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, nobody is going to head canes behind a
man who cannot cut them because her wagesare conditioned
on how much he cancut.lf he can only cut 2 tons a day, she
would not work with him; but a man who can knock down S
tons a day makesa difference to the person. The hon. junior
member for St. James would understand the language which
1 am speaking. That is why, Sir, thereis this problem with
cane-cutters. I do not see how youcan stop any programme
with 30,000 people unemployed in Barbados. The sugar
industry at its peak only carries 20,000 t0 22,000 people; so
you perpetually have an army of unemployed people being
left there. The sugar industry has been based too much on
the army of people from whom youcandraw. We cannot go
on with that stupidness; sol warn the Minister to look at
that carefully.

What | would like to warn the Premier about is that }
do not think the sugar situation is as rosy even within the
Barbadian context as it should be. The Premier said that
we can sell all the sugar thatwe make. That is not so easy.
Barbados can only sell 130,000 tonsonwhatis known as the
regotiated price quota. Thatiswhat the British Government
is going to buy at the negotiated price. Apart from that, we
sell local sugars and that can only come up to 10,000 or
12,000 tons. What you send down the l1slands would be an-
other 10,000 tons, and you would still have another 25,000
tons or 30,000 tons to be sold on the free market, and you
will catch as catch can. The situation today is very pre-
carious. 1 have a letter in my pocket setting out the sugar
situation, and I would like the hon. memberto know that my
job keeps me in touch with these people. I was looking for
a letter which 1 receivedtoday from one of our Internation-
als and in it it is stated that the American Government is
goling to passa Bill in June orat least President Kennedy is
going to give anQOrderin June which is going to restrict the
price. They are not going to buy any more sugar since the
Cuban situation; and they have been paying premium prices
for sugar.

The American Government has become very chary,
and that is maybe why Sir RobertKirkwoodwas down there.
This premium price is done on an«d hocbasis, and some-
times it does not get down to the worker; so what they pro-
pose to do is to put a limit on the world market price for
sugar and pay intoaWelfare Assistance Pool the difference
between the price they would have paidata fixed price and
the world market price.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member feels he may con~
clude — 1 am not attempting to hurry him — before 7.10
p.m., I can allow him to carry on until that time. If on the
other hand, the hon. member has much more to say, we
will adjourn for dinner and then resume.

Mr. WALCOTT: I think 1 may go over 10 minutes; so 1
think you had better suspend the Sitting.

SUSPENSION OF STTING

Mr. SPEAKER: It beingafter 7 o'clock, this Sitting now
stands suspended until 7.45S p.m. o'clock.

On resumption.

Mr. LOWE: Mr. Speaker, 1 should like to draw your
attention to the fact that there 18 no quorum and ask that
you direct the Clerk to ring the Bell.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 thank you. Let the Bell be rung.

The Bell was rung and o quorum was obtained,
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Mr. SPEAKER: When the Sitting was suspended for
dinner, the hon. senior member for St. Peter was address-
ing the Chair. He may resume.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, ] was speaking on the
presentation of this Bill by the Premier, and {n relation to
the point on education, I thinkl had reached the stage where
1 had said that there are enough people in Barbados through
whom a scheme like this could be implemented without un-
due difficulty on a voluntary basis, and I feel that a broad
appeal should be made to the community to assist in these
matters.

The Premier in introducing this Bill mentioned some
of the things that he would not do, but he indicated that it
would be improper for him to mention the things he intended
to do. That is quite understandable, and he stated to the
House that it is not his intention to increase income tax
this year, He also made a previous statementthat it is his
intention to deal with the finances of thelsland in so far as
investment is concerned and that people neednot be afraid.
1 was very pleased to hear that, because we have reached
the stage in which not only the public statement made by the
Premier in so farasincometaxisconcerned but the policy
of the Government is such that it would mak= iuvestors
feel comfortable in coming here.

1 would like to say that to acquire the confidence of
the community as a whole, 1 think the Government should
embrace the goodwill of the community inlooking upon the
development of the community in a broader aspectthan the
last Government. I pleaded with the last Government for
many months, and this Government has come at & stage
where there are these broad international points of view.
President Kennedy's Alliance for Progresscalled a Con-
ference in Uraguay last August in a place known as Punte
Del Este, andthat Conference has been of great significance
to the Western Hemisphere.

7.50 p.m. '

They are going to give aid to Latin America and the
21 Republics which lie south of us and that is something
which we cannot ignore.

1 am taking this opportunity to throw out to the Govern=-
ment that on the last occasion, ] mentionedin this Chamber
when we had a debate in the old House that the time has
come when you have to think in terms of a Development
Council. When you come to deal with the development pro-
gramme which the Hon. Premier intendsto introduce,l am
going to elaborate more on that. At present there is an
alliance of Latin American countries and there {s a Euro-
pean Common Market for six countries in Europe. There
is a South-east organisation. Wherever there {sany under-
developed sector in the world, people are thinking in new
terms; therefore, 1 hope that what the Premier said would
develop into a bigger thing than this.

Sir, 1 am going to develop my points more fully when
we come to deal with the development programme. 1 think
that it is right that we get people in the community to come
together and give us their brains. In the United Kingdom,
the British Government has set up a Development Council
to study broad economic plans for Britain in view of
Britain’s entry in the European Common Market. We are
going to have some problems to face when Britain enters
the European Common Market, and for that reason | think
that we are too far behind in our planning. I think if you
have elements in the community coming together it will be
of great value to this country, and you should not entertain
the idea of the last Government of stultifying progress by
planning at Government level alone. They felt that they
could do all of the thinking in Barbadosand for that reason
they have dissipated the knowledge of people in the com-
munity by not utilising them. The Government retains the
ultimate responsibility for policy, but in planning for this
community you have to make people work and feel they
have a contribution to make; therefore, I thinkthe Govern=
ment would be well advised to bear this in mind now and
not to allow people in the community to go idly by and do
nothing to help. This Chamber represents the masses;
therefore, utilise the brains which you have in the com=
munity.

The Hon. Premier has made a notable change in his
presentation of the Appropriation Bill as distinct from the
last Government. Even in its approach towardsthe national
issues of Federation, the approach which the Government
has made in that sphere has more or less embraced the
support of the community as a whole. Youget more unani-
mous support for anything which you do when you do it on
a broad basis than in the narrow basiswhen people want to
work in a self-contained vacuum. Therefore, 1 think that is
something which the Government will be well advisedto do.

1 am a believer in people having patience, but if you
work on their patience too long, itisbound to run out. I am
drawing this to the Hon. Premier’s attention.] believe that
the patience of the whole Police Force has been tested to
the core and 1 want to say to the Government: do not test
their patience too long. It is not fair to any section of the
community to.wait as long as the members of the Police
Force have waited before they get a decision in a matter
which vitally affects them. We are very fortunate that we
have a very intelligent section of the people in the Police
Force although sometimes some policemen may act irre-
sponsibly. I must say that policemen here have acted {n the
very highest traditions in which a Trade Union would have
acted, and]l hope that the Government would not test their
patience any longer and would get ahead with the salary
revision for them, so as to let them get what they justly
deserve. It is not fair to askthemto be continually waiting
for what they should have already got.

1 will also like to compliment the Hon. Premier for
the manner inwhich he haspresented this Budget. It {s very
refreshing indeed to have a measure like thispresented in
an intelligent manner and so spare ustheinfliction that we
used to have when we had to listen to a very weary, pro-
longed recitation from the former Minister of Finance and
one which was not well punctuated. (Cheers}, 1 want to
compliment the Hon. Premier for a very excellent pre~
sentation of & most exhaustive document, and ] would say
that by and large he has my support with the underlying
things which 1 have mentioned. If I may just recall a few
of them, 1 do not think thisGovernment has any right a day
longer to allow money for Leave Passagesto remafn in the
Bstimates. They have a mandate from the people to stop it.
This matter was canvassed upand down the country and the
people wanted to know whenyouwere going to stop it; there-
fore, the Hon. Premier should serve notice on members of
the Civil Service that it willbe stoppedfrom such and such
a time. Let everybody know that by the end of the year you
are going to stop paying out leave passage. The reason why
I say that isbecause yougivea man $800 a month as salary
and then you give him leave passage for himself and wife,
you are giving him another $100 per month free of income
tax, ] say thatbecauseifyougive him a first-class passage
to England, that costs about $400 or $800 for himself and
his wife. It isnearly $100 a month.]1s that the amount which
you give him? Along with your giving him leave passage for
himself and his wife, you also drop in a bit of money for a
child. I think you give leave passage for himself, his wife
and up to two children. 1s that not so?

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sure that Ministers would not
talk across the floor.

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, 1 consider that this is one of the
things on which the Government should make its policy
known. The Hon, Premier coveredan extremely wide range
of subjects in his Budget Speech, some of which we will
deal with more closely when we go into Committee stage
on the Estimates, He mentioned the displacedworkers and
1 am very pleased indeed to see that we have reached a
stage where a decision has been reached in respect of them.
He also mentioned some aspects of finance, especially the
financing of the Deep Water Harbour and | am sure thatwe
will have to go closer inte these things.

S.W plmc

1 would lke to see set up in Barbados very soon a
Development Council similar to what they did in Puerto
Rico with Mr. Moscoso, and 1 would say that the Hon.
Minister of Tradeand Industryisfamiliar with him.He has
been appointed by President Kennedy to administer the
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Alliance for Progressin South America. I think that he has
been assignéd to Brazil.

Mr. Speaker, with the notesand comments] have made
on this Budget, 1 hope that when we come to deal with the
Development Programme, we will hear something more.l
do not want to say anything about the prognostications; that
is the business of the Cabinet. I would like the Cabinet to
examine the positionand seethatin Barbadoswe have some
excellent roads and 1 think that ] have reached the stage
in my thinking that road users and everybody are afraid
of taxation. As long as taxation is well distributed, how-
ever, it is a wise and sensible thing. 1 cannot see how in
this island we can continue thisroad programme in the way
in which it is being continued, when the users of the road
are not prepared to contribute more than they have contri-
buted in the past for what they have been getting in this is-
land. My idea is that whereas all users of the road have
been getting better service now than before for what they
have been paying, more money has been paid out in other
sectors. A lot of night clubs have come up here; it is not
that you do not want to have this relaxation; but when a
community can pay money in order to see a woman strip
and the community has not yet been emancipated from the
idea of seeing what a naked woman looks like and they will
pay a lot of money for that, weare saying that if they have
money in abundance for that sort of activity or that type of
entertainment, then they must be able to contribute more to
the economy of the island which must go on and embrace
these things. People who have motor carsare getting more
out of their cars today that people got out of theirs ten or
fifteen years ago. When 1 see all of these big motor cars
coming in — nobody is quarrelling about the increased cost
— and youare getting more life out of the types of these cars
than you got out of them ten or fifteen years ago, I would
impose more taxes on people who make use of the roads.
In whichever way you get the most money, I would put the
taxes there; if you were to put two sets of tyres on a car
before yougot rid of that car, youwould have put on enough.
1 do not talk about people whowantto use a motor car until
they do not know what was the original make of the car. 1
have done 16,000 miles with a motor car and if you would
look at the tyres you will seethat they will give you quite a
lot morg service. 1 say' that people are get’ ng more life
out of their cars than before because we hav “good roads,
1 have passed over Wilcox Hill and I saw most of what was
going on there; you will soon have a decent drive from the
Airport down Wilcox Hill and on to Chancery Lane. That is
something to which the Government should give considera-
tion by way of getting money. a

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: On a point of order.

Mr. WALCOTT: Whether itisin the form of a gasolene
17:% I

Mr. SPEAKER: Did the Hon. Minister of Trade rise on
a point of order?

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: All right, Mr. Speaker, the
hon. member has made the point.

Mr. WALCOTT: Asa member of the publicl feel that it
is incumbent always to let the public know that in a state
such as thiswhere youhave been gradually advancing, there
comes a stage at which you have to be prepared to pay for
some of these things. 1 am not a believer in people having
excellent services, excellent conditions and yet they do not
pay anything for them. I have beenwatching this community
very much; 1 have been watching these entertainment
houses; I see thatthese nightclubsareincreasing and1 say
that they should be only fortheidle rich; but with the num«~
ber of cars which we now have, | think that we have to get
in some money in order to keep the road system as ex-~
cellent as it is. ] would like to say to the Barbadian public
that 1 have not travelled in any country — Barbadosis
small — but I have not travelled in a small country which
has roads like those which we have in Barbados. If you go
to some places in the United States you get as much dust
on the roadsasif you#are going throught the Sajara Desert,
Grenada is mountainous, but in St. Lucia and in thé cther
small islands, the roads there cannbt-come up to those
of Barbados. In Trinidad you can run into some inferior
roads, and when you come to MaracasBay you get scared;
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you really cannot helieve that you are on & road. 1 have
not come across & place like Barbados in which there are
such excellent roads. This question of roads has always
been a political subject in Barbados and you could never
hold your peace.

1 have not got around to the Minister of Communica-
tions yet; ] have approached other Ministers, but | want to
take the Minister of Communications down to some roads
in St. Peter and let him see what the position is there.
think that the time {s fast approaching when the nonsense
of the Local Government fixing roads shouldbea memory.
In the parishes of . Lucy, St. Andrew and in St. Michael,
they are no worse off by having the Central Government re-
pairing the roads. 1 think that the time has come when the
road policy should be changed.

8.10 p.m.

There are some roads that the Parishesare still doing
which are not upto scratch.ltistrue they get guidance, but
it isnot good enough; and 1 thinkthe road system in Barba-
dos should now be a central road system, because in any
case you are Subsidising the Local Government bodies.
Not only that. It has been drawn to my attention that in the
Local Government Councils some man who is employedto
do a road = and he is a housebuilder — whilst he is sup-
posed to be building the road, is building a house in be-
tween; so you do not know if heis a road builder or a house
builder, A lot of smart practices go on in the Local Gov-
ernment. They do not have the organisation, unlessa Local
Government member is going to get into a pair of short-
pants and go around and watch the men, and if he starts
that, somebody is going to put something in the road to
blow up his car.

1 think the time has come when the Central Government
should take over the roads in aé;rbados and put them on a
proper basis. . .

1 would like therefore to compliment the Premier very
much inthis Budget that has been produced. It has been pro-
duced in better form than the last one, and when we come to
the Estimates and are dealing with them in Committee, Mr.
Speaker, as you cannot be taking partin these debates down
on the floof any longer, 1 ecan asgure you that some of the
things that I know were dear toyour heart, if they have not -,
been remedied, 1 will actasyoyr mouth-piece from this side

.« of the Table. 1 would like to say that it has been really good
listening to a Budget which, although itisa deficit Budget,
yet from the prognostications of the Premier, will hold
good for the future, (Cheers/.

1 will not be here next Tuesday, Mr. Speaker, and 1
beg to second the rmotion made by the hon. junior member
for Christ Church that further consideration be now post-
poned, .

The question that further consideration of this Bill
be postponed was putand resolved in the affimative
without division.

ADJOURNMENT

The Govemment's Order Paper having been fixed,

-

Mr. SPEAKER: As to Private Members' Business,
Order No. | will remain the matter which was under dis-
cussions on which the hon. junior member for St. George
was speaking.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move
that this House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 20th March
at 10 o’clock in the forenoon.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

The question that this House do now adjoum until

«| . Tuesday, 20th March, 1962 at 10 o’clock in the forenoon

~.was put and resolved in the affirnative without division.

Mr. SPEAKER adjoumed the House accordingly.
8.17 p.m.






