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Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly 
met at 10 o'clock today. 

PRESENT 

H i s  Honour Mr. J.  E. T. BRANCKER, QC. ,  (Speaker); 

Mr. F. C. GODDARD; Mr. F. E. MILLER; Hon. C. E. 
T&#A, (Minister of  Agriculture, Lands  and Fisheries);  
!Ion. G. G .  FWGUSSOY, (Minister of Communications, 

Works, Housing and Tourism); Mr. R'. .4. COWARI); Vr. 

R. St.C. WEEKES, J.P.;Mr. W. R. LOVE; Mr. L. A. 

LYNCH, J. P.; Mr. G. V. B A T S O N , ( C ~ E ~ ~ ~ ~  o f  
m ittees); and Mr. N. W. BOXILL. 

Prayers were read 

MINUTES 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the! honour to inform the House 
that the Minutes of the last meeting are not yet ready for 
confirmadoh 

Hon. A. Da.C. EDWARDS, Messrs. S E 4 L Y ,  

WALCOT7 ,  CARMICHAEL, MOTTLEY and Hon. W.  A 
CRAWFORD entered the H o u ~ e  and took their seats.  

MESSAGE FROM THE OTHER PLACE 

Mr. SPEAKER: I also have the honour to inform the 
House that I have received from* Other Place a Message 
returning with amendments the Bill intituled an Act to ex- 
empt the Barbados National Trust from the payment of 
Stamp duties, registration and recording fees and Local 
Govcrment rates. 

Hon. I .  C. TUDOR entered the House and  took h i s  

s e a t  
PAPERS LAID 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, onbehalfof 
Hon. Premier I am commanded to lay the following:- 

Barbados Statistical Service - Quarterly Digest of 
Stazistics, No. 18 and No. 19, June 1961 - September, 1961. 

Barbados Statistical Service - Selected Monthly Indi- 
cators - October and November, 1961. 

Barbados StatisticalService -Quarterly Digest of Sta- 
tisdcs - No, 20, December, 1961. 

Barbados Savings Bank -Statement of Revenue and Ex- 
penditure for tte half year ended 30th June, 1961. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to review 
the remuneration of the Members of the Barbados Police 
Force. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: (on behalf pf ihe Premier):- 

Resolution to place the sum of $25,568 at the disposal of 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee to supplement the 
Estimates, 1961-62 Part I - Current as shown in the sup- 
plementary Estimate 1961-62 No. 46, which forms the 
Schedule to the Resolution. 

A Bill to amend the House of Assembly (Remuneration 
of Members) Act, 1949. 

A Bill to s e e  the rates of Income Tax for the year 
one thousand nine hundred and sixty-two and to make pro- 
visions for certain other matters in connection with the 
levying of the said tax. 

A Bill to continue various expiring laws. 

Mr. I. W. CORBIN entered the House  and took h i s  

Tea t  

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD:Mr.Speaker,Ibegto give no- 
tice of my intention to move the House Into Committee of 
Supply at its next meeting in order to deal with the Money 
Resolution of which notice has just been given. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS* NOTICES 

Mr. UIWE: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice of the fol- 
lowing Resolution:- 

EE n RESOLVED that the Government give priority 
and take immediate steps to place a 4" main in Thorpes Cot- 
tage, St. George whereby the residents of that district will 
be able to obtain water supply. 

Mr. CARMICKAEL: Mr.Speaker, I beg to give notice of 
a Bill to amend the Registration of Deaths Act, 1924. 
10.15 a.m. 

QUESTIONS 

Mr. SEALY: To enquire of the Minister of Communi- 
cations, Works, Housing and Tourism: 

Is the Minister aware that six tenants of the Waterford 
Housing Area have b n  served with Notices toQuit by the 
Housing Authority? 

2. Ls the Minister aware that the reason given for the 
serving of such Notices is that the site at present occupied 



by the houses of the said tenants is required for the erection 
of a workshop? 

3. Is the Minister aware that there are  alternative sites in 
the said area upon which the proposed workshop can be 
erected without detriment to any of the existingtenancies? 

4. If the answer to (3) is in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment issue a directive to the Housing Authority for the erec- 
tion of the proposed workshop on some alternative site and 
the cancellation of the said Notices? 

Mr. SEALY: To enquire of the Minister of Communica- 
tions, Works, Housing and Tourism:- 

Will Government consider as an urgent priority the 
laying of water mains in the following areas in the parish 
of St. Michaek- 

Free  Hill; Garden Land, Country Road; Morris Gap, 
Westbury Road; Pounder's Gap, Westbury Road; School 
Gap, Westbury Road; Pa r r i s  Gap, Westbury Road; Rock 
Land, Spooner's Hill; Woodstock Road, Spooner's Hill; Bow 
Road, Bush Ha.& Syndicate Road, Bush Ha& Paradise Road, 
Bush Hall; D e w %  Village, Hindsbury Road; Goodland Ten- 
antry; Dalkeith Village, Dalkeith Hill; Belle Tenantry; Lico- 
rish Village; Rollins Gap, Brittons Hill. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 
On the  motion o f  Hon. U .  A. O R 4  R FOI{U, seconded  

by Hon. C. E. T41,M4, the  R111 &) ~ r n e n d  the  H o u s e  o j  

A s s e m b l y  (Remuneration o f , I l e r n b ~ r s )  get, 19$9, uns 

read a first time. 

O n  the m t i o n  o f  Hon. U .  4 .  ( , K  4 4  FORD, recorrded 

by Hon. C. E. T.4LM4, the  Bil l  to s e t t l e  the  rule of  

Income T a x  for the y e a r  o n e  h o u ~ u n d  n m r  I iunJredund 

s r x t y ~ t w o  and to make  p r o v ~ s i o n  for crrtuin olhpr rnatterp 

i n  connection with the l e v y i n g  o j  the quid t u ~ ,  I (  u c  reud 

a first time. 

On the  mollon o f  Hon. 'C. 4. C i i  IIl FOKI), s ~ c o n d ~ c l  

by Hon. C. E. TU,MA, the  Ril l  to c w t i n u r  l u n o u c  

expiring l a u s ,  u 'as  read a first lime. 

O n  the motion of .Mr. CAKJlICN,4EI,, secondrd  by 

.M. YEARWOOD, a Bill to amend the K ~ g i . ~ t r u t i o , i  o f  

Deaths  Act ,  1924, w u s  read U first time. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER No. 5 
Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: hlr. Speaker, I beg to move 

that a l l  tke Items standing under Government Business be 
exempted from the provisions of Standing Order No. 5. 

Hon. C. E. TALhtA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, before you put the ques- 
tion, I would like to suggest to the Hon. Leader of the House 
that it is not simply a question of exempting the Orders 
from Standing Order No. 5, but he should have Standing Or- 
der No. 5 suspended. The House is meeting at 10 o'clock 
and not at midday; and unless it is the intentioo to go from 
10 o'clock until 2 o'clock, Ithink thequestion of lunch time 
should be arranged, because I do not think i t  is necessary 
in these circumstances to go from L0 o'clock until 2 o'clock. 
You should have an earlier break, maybe at 1 o'clock; s o  
that if you suspend Standing Order No. 5, you would be able 
to set your own time today and not merely exempt Govern- 
ment Business. Then there is Standing Order No. 18 dealing 
with Private Members' Business. Question Time is at 2.30 
p.m, then Private hlembers' Business takes place irnrnedi- 
ately after that time and cannot go on after 4.30 p.m. All 
these things should be regularised to fit in with the time you 
a r e  meeting; otherwise we will have this unneccessary hi- 
atus of saying that we cannot meet within a certain time. 

I think the Hon. Leader of the Houseshould look at the 
Standing Orders and have them suspended inorder that we 
can do today's business in accordancewiththe time we are  
meeting. 

Kon. W. A. CRAWFORD: To bequite frank, Mr. Speak- 
er, it had not been my intention to have lunch earlier than 
2 o'clock, but if members a re  so desirous, there is no 
reason why the suggestion of the hon, senior member for 
St. Peter should not be adopted. Furthermore, withregard 
to the exclusion from today's sitting of the time normally 
allotted to Private Members' Busimss, it was my idea 
that in view of the recent happenings on the Federal front 
the hon. senior member for St. Peter wotdcl himself 
hale objected most strenuously if we attempted today to 
deprive hnn. members of t'he tiine normally allocated to 
them. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order, the 
hon. member seems to have mistaken what I said. What I 
said was that in view of the fact that we a re  meeting at 
1 0  o'clock, if we stick rigidly to the times that a re  under 
the Standing Orders, it would be very diffic~ilt. What f am 
suggestmg is that if you remove these Standing Orders, 
you would be free today to say that bmch time w i l l  be from 
1 o'clock until 1.45 pm., then you w i l l  resrmie for Question 
Time and Private Members' Business. If you stick to these 
times you 1iouL1 have a hiatus that d 5 OIi finish before a 
certain time you could not do anyihing k f m e  4.:Kl o'clnck; 
so what I an1 s u e t i n &  to the hon. met-1:-r is tadt that 
he has the opportunity he sho~LW have tne Siandinp. Orders 
suspended and insert ternis \chici: the Ledcler feel5 a re  nec- 
essary so  that we can go ~mil 1 nYck)ck arid resiune at 
1.4.5 p.m. and go on from (.here. h is jl1.51 r l  ITldifZT of arith- 
metic. 

hlr. SPEAKER: I trust the hon. member f w  St. Peter 
has not forgotten that be has risen on a p)int of order. 

Mr. WALCMT: No, Sir, but I was trying to clarify 
s o m e t h v  to the hon. niernbr hho might not have k n  
listening. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: I ccnkl not conceive of our 
having finished (inernmnent Business in tnday's allotted 
hours in lie\, of I!R fdct that we are going to consider the 
Estirlatea. 
10.25 a.nl. 

Naturall~,  this ~ ~ o r d d  take a l l  the time at our disposal 
and more. As 1 h'tve said earlier, if hon. members, s t  J 

speak, want to have tlle bmcheon intervalmoved forward by 
an hmr,  5 personc*, ha\e no objection at all. If that be 
the ctmcensus of opinion, then 1 would move that Standing 
Orders Nos. .5, 14 and 18 be suspended for this day's 
Session. 

Hon. C. E. TALlclA: I beg to second that. 

hlr. SPEAKER. The hon. member's former motion was 
different Is the hon. member asking leaveto withdraw his 
former motion? 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: That is what I intimated. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is asking leave to 
withdraw his former motion. If there is no objection, leave 
will be granted the hon. member 

There being n o  object ion,  l e a v e  uas granted the 

hon. member. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Sir, Ibeg to move that Stand- 
ing Orders Nos. 5, 14 and 18 k suspended for today's 
Session. 

Hon. C.  E. TALMA: I k g  to second that. 
T h e  yuest ion w a s  put and reso lved  in the a f j n n  a t i v e  

wi thout  division.  

COMhllTTEE OF SUPPLY 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go 
into Committee of Supply. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that, 



The  quesiion was put and resolved i n  the a f f imut ive  

without division. 

Mr. S P G l K E R  le f t  the Cha i r  and the House  uent 

i n t o  Committee of  Supply, Mr. B A T W  i n  the  Chair. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1961-62, No. 45 

HEAD VJII - LEGAL 
Head V111 - Legal  - uas called. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I beg to 
move that Head VlII stand part. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The  question !*as put and resolved in t h e  a f f i m t i v e  

without d i u  sion. 

HEAD xxm - MEDICAL 0) DIRECTOR OF 

MEDICAL SERVICES 

Head XXIII - ,Medical ( l )  Director of Medical S ~ P  

 ices was called. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to mow 
that Head XXIII Medical (1) stand pan. 

Hon. C. E. TALblA: I beg to second that. 
T h e  question ulrs put and resolved in the a f f i m t i v e  

u,ithout division. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: I beg to move that this Reso- 
lution for the sum of $13,314 do now pass. 

Hon. C. E. TALhIA: I beg to second that. 

On motion of t f on .  B. 4. CR4W FORD, seconded by 

Hon. C E. 7 41. ti4, Zlr. CFIYR.UA,V reported the passing 

of one Resolution in C ~ m d t t e e ,  f u th  l eave  that the @m 

mit tee  should s i t  again. 

Mr. SPFM FR resumed the Chair and reported ac* 

cordinglyo 

O n  separate motions of  Hon. U'. A. CR.4FFORDs 

seconded 6y Hon. C. E. T41, ,M.4 in each case ,  the 

Resolution !c as read a first and second t i m  and agreed to. 

LEAVE TO TAKE ORDER No. 5 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Sir, I am now asking for heave 
to take Order No. 5 as the next Order of the Day under Gov- 
ernment Business. 

Therr being no objection,  leave  was  granted the 

Hon. ,Minister. 
THE OLD AGE PENSION BIU,  1962 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands i n  
the name of the Hon. Minister of Social Services: Second 
readhg of a Bill further to amend the Old Age Pension 
Act, 1937. 

Hon. A. DaC. Edwards; Sir, the Bill before us is to 
amend the Old Age Pension Act, 1937, by increasing the 
maximum rate of Old Age Pension from 82.15 to $2.40 a 
week, and I am sure you will agree with me that that is 
long overdue. I hardly think that I would meet wlth any great 
opposition to increasing this rateofpay for Old Age Pen- 
sioners because I have noticed that since 4th Ikcember 
last, there have been many new converts from the other side 
over to this side, which is the side interested in the welfare 
of the poor. 

In order to increase such pension, it has become neces- 
sary to increase the Means Test. Anofthis is noted in the 
various clauses of the amendments to the Act. In this verl 

BU1, it is alsoimcndedtoincreasetherarrrrmeradonfor 
thernernbersof theOldAgePens ionCla ims~ ,  
some of whom have to travel far distanoes and, thtrefore, 
in this day wlth tra- expenses being so htgh, m &Id 
it mcessary to increase the rate of remuneration for these 
people from $2.40 to $4.80 for the Chairman and $3.60 for 
the ordinary members of the Committee. 

Sir, it is not llecessary for me to make any long speech 
because this Bill is straightforward and it is what any per- 
son who carrnot be considered a brute w i l l  support. 

l, therefore, take great pk?asure in asking that this 
Bin be now read a second time. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to second the 
motion which has just been moved by my coUeague and I 
do so briefly and with great pleasure. I believe that my 
colleagm asked me m second his motion because he knew 
that in the last Parliament I had ken associated with the 
agitation for the increase of OM & Pension to the figure 
which was suggested by Professor Richardson in his Re- 
port on Social Security as long ago as 1954. 
10.35 a m  

If therefore this Billis now beforetheHouse, it can be 
taken as an indication of an attempt on behalf of this Gov- 
ernment to keep faith with the old people of this island by 
raising their rate of pension at least to the figure which 
was suggested eight years ago. h must not be taken, how- 
ever, to mean that this Government is in any way wmpla- 
cent or that it will rest satisfied with this Measure. What 
we have in mind to do is, in the very near future, to com- 
bine similar schemes together in a comprehensive social 
security plan for which we  have received the advice of an 
expert who came down here, I believe, at the invitation of 
the last Government While therefore schemes are being 
worked out for a comprehensive social security plan, in the 
meantime, the old people will have a little more spending 
power. In this connection I would like to draw the attendon 
of the House to thls matter. In consequence of a motion 
made by the hon. junior member for St. Philip, I belkve, 
a committee has been set up to go into an ancillary matter, 
that of the best method of payingtheold age pension. That, 
plus the fact that we are now asking the House to approve 
of this BiIl, means that the welfare of the old people 
i s  of great concern to this Government and their tuture 
is safe with us. 

I should just like to notethat wehave done this without 
any prompting on behalf of the electors because their de- 
sires are generally known. We haw not waioed until we 
are ready to face the eleaorate again to do this; we said 
that we would do it as soon as we have the power to do it, 
and this is the first opportunity which we have had of keeping 
faith with a large number of deserving citizens of this is- 
land. 

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Speaker, I am very glad that this 
Bin has come before us. W e  know that it was long overdue. 
I remember that during the regime ofthe last Government 
when this Bill was brought down, it was ignored and when I 
see a Bin of this nature having been turned down it often 
shocks my modesty. The last Government are the people 
who had been in powler and after t h q  got in power they did 
not remember the poor. These people, to my undemanding, 
are just like when a man is put in honour and understandeth 
not and therefore he is l i k e d  rnnothe beasts that perish 
I know that this amount of $2.40 a week is a great consola- 
tion to the poor people of this island because when they can- 
not purchase an article for 25 cents, we know how hard it is 
with them. There are many more people who have lived and 
whohavehelped to btdki uptheeconomyofthis island, and 
at this stage some of them are only depending qton this 
little mite which is offered to them by the Goverrnnent, I 
hope. that a system of socW security willbe set rp, in this 
country which w i l l  enable the old paopk to receive more 
money. I know that in 1957 we made 204,000 tons of sugar - 
I know how much that was - and at that time the old people 
were receiving a W SrnaUpensionIarnvery glad m see 
that my Government is comprissd of people of such great 
ability, kaDwLedge and wisdom that t b y  can b o k  out not 



only for themselves but also for the poor people who have 
sufkred arid borne the heat oB the day; I am very glad that 
this Government has seen fit to gimthesepeaple $!L40 per 
week, I hope that this amount w i n  not be lcssend but that 
it will be increased and the poor people wi l l  be getting 
something out of that for which they have worked for so 
many years. 

I trust that when an increaseis given to the able-bodied 
man, the poor pensionsers will be considered and increased 
accordingly, because they have to purchase the same food 
at the same cost as the man who is working for $12,000 a 
year. The poor pensioner has to buy his commodities at 
the same price at which the big man i s  buying his. Think of 
a man who is receiving $12,000 a year and a poor man who 
is receiving $36.00 wr year having to buy food in the 
same manner as the one who is working for this great 
amount of money l I hope that the time wil l  come when the 
Government wi l l  consider the poor people in a better way. 
Mr. Speaker, there could be noktter Measure to come be- 
fore this House than this Measure in which you are 
of the poor people who are unable to help themselves. I can 
say that the Most HighGodfhas instilled it into the minds of 
the Minister to help the poor; if we think of the poor, God 
will thmk of us and this Gdvernment will be kept in power 
as long as God sees fit to keep them in power. 

Mr. MILLER: I feel s o m  necessity to speak on this 
matter and I may say that I amunhappy about a number of 
things which have been said today on this question of the 
payment of old age pensions. It i s  more or less for the 
sake of the record that I want to straighten what has been 
said. I want to express my thanks to the Minister who stated 
that the Report of Mr. Stockmanis in the MMsuy ....,.... 

Hon. S. C. TUDOR: On a point of order. Mr. Speaker, 
I never said that the W r r  of Mr.Stockman was with my 
Ministry; I said that the last Government had invited Mr. 
Stockman here and we have continued to have the benefit 
of their request. 
10.45 a.m. 

Mr. MILLER: I do not know, Sir, if it i s  necessary at 
this stage to ask to check thedebate, but he did say some- 
thing about the Report. I have been waiting to read that for 
a longtime, but as Isaid earlier, for the sake of the record, 
it will be remembered that we discussed the increase to 
$2.15 as against the recommendations of Mr. Richardson 
eight years ago of $2.40. We. had the assistance of the 
United Nations. They sent us on request an expert, Mr. 
Stockman, on matters of social security. It was felt after 
a discussion or two with Mr. Stockman with the Ministry 
that we should include old agepensions operatingon a level 
of social security. The idea of the Government then was 
more or less to bridge the spiralling cost of living, and it 
was hoped that at this time with the new Estimates you 
should have his Report, and hence the business of social 
security would have been started. 

I have no doubt that all members of this Parlianaent, 
and for that matter a l l  souls-in this island, are aware that 
the past Government has just constructed and completed the 
building in Camtry Road, and staff is there to administer 
public assistance. What I am anxious about arethe special 
recommendations and to see something specific about the 
distribudon of public assistance. Now with allthis talk and, 
maybe, provocative remarks~by the Minister of SocialSer- 
vices which are utterly unecessary, and after Richardson 
was asked to review and made recommendations eight 
years ago, s u m  with the changing cost of liW it could 
not be $2.40 a day; i t  looks more like $3.80. The Minister 
of Social Services with his chess ltke an orang-outang is 
mating this matter as if he has achieved something. What 
does this actually mean to old age pensions? Actually in 
figures this represents 3 cents a day -less than would buy 
the cheapest loaf of bread. 

Mr. Speaker, the hon. senior member for St. Lucy, 
the Minister of Education, usually on occasions like this 
would have arrived with a basket ard all the goods indica- 
ting the wst. It is pitiable today he did not think it neces- 
sary to bring in what 3 cents woukl mean to old age pen- 

siowrs, even expressed in biscuits. The Minister talked 
about convcrts a d  of his inrerest in *poor and what not, 
but with all the lip service and the tears which could be 
regarded as a shock@ modesty, when you think of the de- 
bate and what it would cost to print this debate as against 
the contribution to old age pensioners, it adds up to exactly 
3.5 aents per day based on thedifferentialof $ U 5  to $2.40. 
Ithoughtitnecessaryatthisstagetosay this, and I am &ad 
to know that the Report of Mr.Stockmanis in and the Gov- 
ernment w i l l  be in a better position to give the Old Agc Pen- 
sioners what the country can really afford.Wewere really 
concerned about it at the time, and you will forgive m when 
I repeat that when we were taking the figure to $2.15, the 
idea was to bridge the cost of living until such time that we 
were in possession of the Report from Mr. Stockman; but 
the hon. member with his chest like an orang-outang on a 
mountain is giving 3.5 cents a day m theold AgePensioners, 
less than what would buy thecheapestbafof bread. As you 
look over the top of your spectacles, it takes us back to the 
Court scene in the 'Merchant of Venice." 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, likethe last speaker, Id0 
not suppose any of u s  could afford, even if we wanted to, 
to offer opposition to this, but Iregret very much that I had 
to do research and search for myself as apparently the Ob- 
jects and Reasons are not very clear. The Hon. hlinister 
should see to it that these things are made clear; but the 
first thing that struck me in the Objects and Reasons was 
that he did not mention that he had also amended the Means 
Test. l notice it has not been amerded, and like the hon. 
member ....... 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARIX: On apointoforder, I did say 
that we amended the Means Test. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I do not remember the hon. member 
saying it and I must apologise. I usually h k  at my Bill 
with the Objects and Reasons, and if youlook at the Objects 
and Reasons all you wi l l  see is that you are amending the 
amount for the prospective pensioners and the amount to be 
paid to the members serving on the Board. I would ask the 
Minister to be a little more carefulon the next occasion to 
have the Objects and Reasons made abundantly clear, so that 
even if hon. members get in late they would knowthat their 
desires have h carried out. 

I must offer my commendations to the Hon. hlinister 
and his Cabinet for coming down with this increase, but I 
am among those who still feel that the time should not be 
far distant when this Government should consider what is 
necessary in this country, what I consider is really nec- 
essary, what I believe the Minister thinks is necessary, and 
what I believe Ihave heard from the mouths of the members 
who form the Government today is necessary -the necessity 
of reducing the age from 68 to 65. I am still not cornpro- 
mising on that, because Ihave not forgotten whence I came. 
As I go through the country and watch people, and after 22 
years' experience interviewing people day after day, I find 
that the overwhelming majority of people who work as agri- 
cultural labourers in the sun and fields of this country - 
from my experience and that which Ihavegained from sit- 
ting with medical practititioners - are not much more good 
for hard work, and I think the time should soon be ripe 
when we should find money from somewhere or other to re- 
duce the age to 65. 

I commend the Government for keeping its promise. 
This i s  one of thepromises it made and I believe the public 
was looking forward to it. T b r e  is nobody in this country, 
rich or poor except those who,= the hlinister said, have 
the heart of brutes, who would grudgg this pittance which 
you are giving. W e  do not believe that from $2.15 to $2.40 
is an amount which a person can live on, but I have seen 
so many people in this country who are - as I have seen in 
the Minister's speech - starving who take this little pittance 
and have grand-children to help and so on. There is one 
point, however, which is worryingme arid Ihope the Minis- 
ter will forgive me if Idraw it to his attention at this time, 
and it is this: side by side in the Hon. Premier's speech 
which I hope to deal with later, I do not agree with you in 
increasing the remuneration of members serving on these 
Boards. Are we so bankrupt of people with hearts in this 



Before youhad a change of political philosophy and oufbok 
in this wuntry, there were still people serving on these 
Boards and I am going to give an instance, and there are 
members of the Government probably who will  agree with 
me; there are members who sit on Public Assistance Com- 
mittees day after day without receiving one cent. There 
are members of the same Governrnent Party who sit on 
these Committees all over this Island and they do not re- 
ceive one cent. Is it not therefore possible for this Gov- 
ernment to have a numb& of its supporters and admirers 
to serve on theseBoards?Itisnot a day or halfday. There 
are members here lik the members for St. Joseph, the 
members for St. James and the members for St. Philip who 
have had Local Government experience; it is not the same 
as dealing with cases for an entire day. They take an hour 
or two in investigating the cases of a couple of peopk which 
come up. 
10.55 p.m. 

If you look at the statistics, youwillsee that the num- 
bers which go on the roll year after year are few. I, per- 
sonally, regret that the Government has seen fit to increase 
this amount of travelling to members of these Committees. 
I do not know what the Committees in the rural parishes 
have recently been told. I know that on these Committees 
you haveRectors of p a r i s h  and other clergymen. No one 
is suggesting, I hope, that these clergymen would not sit on 
these Committees unless you increase this rate of travel- 
ling. I am absolutely certairf that there arepeople still left 
in the country who would ke wSlling to sit and serve on these 
Committees. I am going to use the Premier's own words 
when he said: "every little bit helps". I have been honoured 
by the Ministry to be a member on one of these Committees 
to go around at my ownexpense, it does not matter, because 
if I say I am going to serve I wi l l  serve. If I am not going 
to serve, I would have said that I cannot s e h .  

country who woukl be willing to give tWr servlccs on them 
Boards? The reason why I say that is because then are a 
lot of members on other Boards who are taking it as a 
means of living. I do not suggest that is the case with man- 
bers on the Old Age Pensions Claims Committee; but I do 
not see the necessity for raising this to $4.80 and $3.60 

Sir, I do not think it is really necessary to increase 
this rate and I regret that thk Government has seen fit to 
do so. I do not know if any representation has been made to 
the Minister to say what is actually the reason for increas- 
ing this amount. You are not reducing the age limit to 65 
years as the qualifying age for apension which would mean 
that automatically there would be an increase in the number 
of persons qualified. This is a sort of social and voluntary 
service which is performed by members of these Commit- 
tees and in all countries youwillgetpeople who are willing 
to serve on such Committees. I am sure that you can still 
find in this wuntry 36 people who would be willing to sit on 
these Committees without asking for this 84.80. I thought 
that the Government instead of increasing it would have re- 
duced it and would have saiel that we have members who 
would serve without further recompense. I see members 
of the Governrnent Party who sit on theseBoards aid who, 
I know, are willing to give up of their time to serve on hose 
Committees. 

ing age to 65 years. I am told that in America -re the 
conditions even of the climate aredif6erent fromthat ben, 
the qualifying age is 65 years. 

In conclusion, I would say that l am sure you can find 
36 in Barbados from among housewives, redred 
gemtkn~n and retired Civilservants who would be willing 

The work of these Committees is very straight laced. 
As regards assessing a person to be anold Agepensioner, 
according to the assessment, you must be worth less than 
$4.00 a week, that is in property, pension or whatever the 
case may be. That assessment iseasilydoneby the officer 
who investigates the matter; therefore, a l l  that members 
of these Committees have to do is to sit down and receive 
the baptismal certificate whikh shows that the person is 
over 68 years and therefore; from theinformation you get, 
is qualified to receive old age pension. 

to give up an hour or two to serve on one of these Commit- 
tees without remuneration, I hope on another occasion that 

Sir, in the Government Party, there are .embers who 
perform this social work for nothing. I regret that the Gov- 
ernment did not see fit to bring this Bin down without in- 
creasing the allowance to those persons who sit on these 
Cormnitbees. I c o m n d  the G o w r m n t  for increasing the 
old age pension and I h o s  that in the mar future Govern- 
ment would so look after them that they reduce the qualify- 

you would hook around and find suchjmpk. I am sure that 
the greatest honour which can be bestowed on anyone is 
either to represent the people or tohave& honour of sit- 
ting on these Cornrnittees. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I point out that this Bill is only 
for the purpose of increasing the remuneration. It does not 
mean that these people should take it. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Sir, I quite appreciate your position, 
but I have been in here long enough to know that if a Gov- 
ernment which has an overwhelming majority brings in here 
such a Bill, it is as good as passed. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr.Speaker,this amendmentto an Act 
which is a quarter century OM would always give rise to de- 
bate, but I think the hon. junior member for St. George, the 
former Minister of Social Services, failed to realise that 
the Government in power stated specifically in the last 
election campaign that they were going to increase the old 
age pension. Are you going to advise me how to speak? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Surely the hon. member is not making 
that remark towards me. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I do not mean you; I meant the hon. 
junior member for St. Thomas. I cannot find the appropriate 
adjective to use in .kply to what the hon. member on my 
left was telling me. 

However, Mr. Speaker, I think hon. mmbers realise 
that the present Government, that is, the Democratic^Labour 
Party, made it clear in their manifesto that they were  going 
to increase tk old age pension to a minimum of $2.40 a 
week. The reason for that is that thoseof us  who sat on the 
side opposite to the last Government inpower of which the 
hon. junior member for St. George was a Minister, when the 
Bill came down, we said then that the minimum which the 
Government should have brought down was to adhere to the 
recommendation which was made by Professor Richardson 
and which was to increase it from $1.80 to $2.40 a week. 
Professor Richardson said that that could have been done 
since 1958. 

The hon junior member for St. George was a member 
of the then Government and there is no point of the member 
saying that if you take an analysis of the ws t  of living as it 
is today, it is justified to raise it to that figure. What the 
hon. member said is a wnlpkte condemnation of him and 
his Party because if you look at the cost of living between 
4th December last and today you will see that there is no 
appreciable difference; therefore what the hon. member is 
saying of this increase today is only due to his being a 
multiple hyprocrite. If what the hon. member said has any 
weight in it today, thenit had weight in it three months ago. 
It only shows that the consciences of the member and his 
Party were so leprous that they could not have any feeling 
whatsoever. 

The hon. junior member for St. George had theeffront- 
ery to get up and tell us today that it is qutte in order. 
There was no point in his telling us that today. Members 
of his Party went to the country after they had raised this 
pension to 82.15 and lost theelection. Itherefore think that 
the hon. member should keep quiet now. The argument 
which he has used today is a wndemnation of the whole Par- 
ty to whichhe belongs. Of cqurse, the members of his Parry 
condemned themselves. lt is a mataer of evolution, 

Sir, Icannot see how tbehon, rnember can lay any claim 
to this. The Gowrmnent in heretoday is proposfng that old 
age pensions at the figureof $2.40 is the ideal thfng. On top 
of that, the Government is saying that it is putting it at 



a.40 because that was its view. ThcParty inpower said in 
its manifesto:- 

'The Party is of the opinion that in addidonto thcoW- 
gation of the State to provide its citizens with maintenance 
in old age and also in case of sickness or loss of capacity to 
work, that the comparatively prosperous position of the 
colony, the high level of taxation and generally burdensome 
cost of living entitle the community to a comprehensive 
system of Social Security with a minimum delay." 

'The D L S .  will increase Old Age Pension to a mini- 
mum of $2.40 per week to assist in easing the burden of 
the aged." 

I do not think you can use the criticism that this Gov- 
ernment only wants to give people 3 1/2 cents more. This 
is underwriting what the last Government should havedone. 
11.05 a.m. 

Normally, what I would say in these circumstances is 
that it may be that theCsvernment's statement should have 
been made in the full context of its Manifesto; I feel that the 
Old Age Pensioners should have been entitled to this amount 
of $2.40 per week as from the 1st April, 1961, instead of 
the 1st April, 1962. That is the only criticism I have to 
make, that is that this $2.40 should have been the amount 
paid to these Old Age Pensioners and that taxation should have 
been called for to meet it. As soon as you talk aboutOM 
Age Pensioners, you are talking about people who have alrea- 
dy worked, those who have made their contribution to the 
country during the time they were working. Now that Mr. 
Stockman is here, I can say from the point of view of the 
Trade Union that we have stimulated this matter in the 
minds of the old people. If people want to enjoy a better way 
of life, they have to make a contribution to it. I am not in 
agreement with any burdensome taxation being placed on 
people, but I am satisfied that theemployers are  not making 
their maximum contribution to the island by way of social 
security. By law, anybody who employs people in any in- 
dustrial sector must be called upon to make a positive 
contribution towards the workers' social security. This idea 
of pussy-footing, that you can employ amanand then when 
he gets old it is somebody else's business, cannot work. I 
know the profits which these people have made, the amount 
of bonuses they pay and the salaries for which they work. 
I know that there are those who are getting $400, $600 and 
$800 a month and their responsibility in their work cannot 
measure up to what other people have to do. This idea of 
asking people to make this contributionon a voluntary basis 
cannot last any longer; it must be done by law. There is a 
waste of money on Public Assistance Boards and Commit- 
tees and all of these things should be scrapped and allow 
these things to be administered by intelligent people. 

You are wastig a lot of money for the payment of Old 
AgePensioners at 92.40 a week; you are  spending as much 
money in administering pauperism as you are  spending in 
an industry. I am totally opposed to multiplying employ- 
rnent so as to give people 75 cents a week. What kind of big 
administration you want in order to give anybody 75 cents 
a week? You must get rid of this nonsense. Administration 
costs money and it is not a sensible thing to have adminis- 
tration which HSLZ cost too muchmoney. Do you want an ad- 
ministration to give a man a penny or ten cents? Are you 
going to employ somebody to sit at home at a desk so that 
when anybody comes there and you give him ten cents that 
amount is put down in a book? I asked the Government to 
scrap these Public Assistance Committees and Boards and 
have a proper central organization to deal with this matter. 
I want to say that as to some of the things which people do 
in Barbados, I could do those same things and have half day 
in order to do other jobs; one half of these people do not 
work as hard as  I work When you have people making a 
contribution to the island, you have other pcopk having 
nothing to do; there is no point in asking for higher pro- 
ductivity at the bottom when the people at the top are  not 
gi~dng it. 

This Bill is a matter of a pledge which has been made 
to the community and the Government is now honouring this 
pledge. My criticism is that this S.40per week should have 

been given to these people at @time when the amount was 
made $2.15. But, I repeat that the employers must make a 
positive contribution to social security in the island in which 
they live. 

Mr. COWARD: Mr. Speaker, I have great pleasure in 
supporting a BUI of this sort for the increase in the amount 
for the Old AgePensioners from $2.15 ,per week to $2.40. 
U I did not support this Bill here today, I feel that I would 
be lacking in my duty to the old people of this island for 
whom I have the greatest love and respect. I am wondering 
why this Bill has been delayed for so  long when I heard the 
Minister said that such a Bill was recommended eight 
years ago by a Socialist Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the hone member clarify what he 
means by 'Vie MMster"? 

Mr. COWARD: I mean the Minister who introduced the 
Bill. Knowing the poor people of this island as I do, I am 
wondering why this Bill has beendelayed for so long, I have 
been associated with these people for many years as a 
member of the Board of Poor Law Guardians. I know the 
d s  of these people and that is why I am very glad to-see 
that the amount has been increased. Iam very sorry that it 
cannot be increased from $2.15 to $10.00. 1 know that that 
cannot be done, however, and I appreciate that one is will- 
ing to give a little time, or that the time will come when 
these people will be given more. My thanks now go tothis 
Government for the consideration which they have given to 
the poor people of this island. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I have very little to say on 
this Bill because so much has been said about it already 
that very litthe remains for me to say on it. This amount of 
$!2.40 per week represents an increase of 25 cents, but every 
link counts.Twenty-fivecentsis a lot of money for any- 
body who does not have anything at all. I would prefer to 
have 25 cents in my pocket thannotto have anything at a& 
11.15 &m 

Sir, with the Government considering the increase for 
the Old Age Pensioners, it is no sense monkeying around and 
trying to cheesepare. You have to make themhappy, and if 
you do not make them happy today, youhave to try and make 
them happy tomorrow. You are going to give them $2.40 this 
week, maybe nextsaturday, butthennext Saturday night they 
are still going back in anopen-air house. It is no good, as I 
said not too long ago, trying to make them feel good by way 
of eating, and making them miserable by way of sleeping; 
both have to go together. I know that it is better to have 
somewhere comfortable to sleep at night than to fill your 
belly, because there is apossibilitythat if one comes at my 
home or goes at any other member in .ibis House or  at his 
neighbours, and says he does not have anything to eat to- 
night, they are  going to share with him; but they cannot 
share somewhere to sleep. In other words, rhey would have 
to inconvenience some of their family to make them happy. 

Now what is there, Mr. Speaker, toprevent the present 
Government from going into the matter more seriously? 
The Minister said he could not give it priority. He gave the 
increase priority because he made that promise, and I be- 
lieve that if the question had been raised when they were 
making the promises to increase the old agepensions, they 
would have made a promise to repair their homes also. 
They would never have said that they could not repair their 
homes or give it priority. I am sure they would willhgly 
have made the promise and would have carried it out as 
they are carrying out this twenty-fiw cent increase today. 
There are people who are  suffering and need help; they 
know that there are people in thecityof Bridgetown whose 
homes a re  made habitable for them -1would not say all - 
and therefore these people in the country expect it too; so 
the Minister w i l l  have to shake up himself, pull himself to- 
gether and start to think about it. He cannot go to sheep on 
it; he cannot tell them that he has increased their weekly 
pension and cannot do thehouses. I think he would be losing 
time in increasing their pension by 25 cents and not trying 
to make their houses more habitable, because as long as 
life is in this body of mine, I am going to talk it far and 
wide and hard and ask them to callon the present Govern- 



ment to come to their assistance by way of repairing their 
homes. Their homes w i l l  never be repaired by them as they 
are not in a position to do them. 

what I am asking, Mr. Speaker, is not impossible; it 
can be done. Ways and means can befound to have it done, 
and if they are gokg to say that the last Government did not 
see fit to give them $2.40 but they are giving $2.40, it is 
not going to stop there. It is more than food alone; they even 
want cbtbes, far k s  somewhere to sleep. So shake up, Mr. 
Minister, and get ready to come down here with a Bill or 
Resolution for the repairs of the homes of Old Age Pen- 
sioners. 

W e  have seen people who, owing to working hard and 
not getting; the necessary treatment, food and soon to keep 
them, break down before they areeven 50 years old. There 
are  others who at the age of 68 are much stronger than 
some at 50 years. These people want help also, but they 
will have to wait until they are 68 years old to receive a 
pension to help then I know how hard these people work, 
and on mornings they have to get up, drink tea without milk, - and coffee has a bad tastewithoutmilk - or some resort 
to bush tea and there is nothing nutritious in that; they get 
one meal a day and have to work very hard. Those are the 
people who are broken down today through working to build 
up the wealth of this country, and they have succeeded in 
doing so. Now is the time for this Government or any em- 
ployer, and quoting my own words, even a brute to look and 
see that these are the people who want help also. It is not 
those at 68 years alone who want this help. Some people, as 
I have said, have broken downearlier than others and some 
assistance should be given to them regardless of the cost. I 
expect another member to get up and try to cut off my head 
if I talk foolishness by saying that it was not happening be- 
fore; but nothing happens before the time. The time has 
come for something to be done. Ipreached this on my plat- 
form and on other platforms. I made promises to people 
about the repairs to old people's homes. Imade a promise 
that regardless of which Government was successfulin re- 
turning to power, your humble servant intended raisingthe 
question. No Government can stop my mouthfromnow on- 
wards from saying anything at all. ( C h e e r s )  

If my Party had been returned topower, Mr. Speaker, 
I may not have had to say anything here as I would have 
drawn it to their attention privately, and if they did not 
have it done, I intended to speak on it. Anyone who listened 
to any of my speeches in the byeelection in St. Joseph 
would not talk any foolishness today. I spoke my mind as a 
man and intended carrying it out regardless of which Gov- 
ernment was in power; so you are only wasting time telling 
me something now, because my mind was made up from the 
time of the bye-election to strike, regardless of who was 
in power. 
11.25 a .n  

Well, now, if the present Government has to come in 
for some "licks" from me, it would have to be satisfied. I 
only want something done for the people of this country, 
especially those poor people whose homes Ihad to visit and 
which I visited more regularly this last election than at any 
other election in order to see conditions for myself. As a 
matter of fact, I havetocontributetothe upkeep of some of 
them. I have to pay for certain things for some of these 
poor people; therefore I am not goingto sit back and allow 
the people of this country who are able to pay, to fail to 
contribute. However, I do not think for one moment that any 
employer or any businessman, who is making a comfortable 
dollar would say one word against the Gowrnrnent wanting 
to take away one penny from that dollar thus kavirig him 
with 98 cents wpm that employer knew thatthat penny was 
going into a fund to help thesepoor old people. He would be 
satisfied with his 98 cents, but he would cry for murder 
when you take it away from him without his knowing on 
whom it is to be spent. If I might give an instance, let us 
suppose that every time you go into your home you see 
something new. You would not have anythhg to say because 
you see how your money is spent; but when you eat it out 
and do not see how it is spent, it is bound to turn you back. 

I am appealing to this Govermnt  to find ways and 
means to implement my suggestion. It can be done now. You 

do not have to wait until the next three years to make r&ht 
these poor old people's homes; you can do it right away. 
You can help these poor pensioners with repairs to their 
homes right now. 

Mr. EOXILL: Mr. Speaker, I did not intend to say any- 
thing whatsoever on this Bill, but since some of the mem- 
bers have had the effrontery to get up and make some ses- 
quipedalian speeches, I am bound to say somethbg. (A 
MEMBER: What sort of word is that?) You w i l l  find it in 
the dictionary. It means very long- winded speeches. 

I do not want to repeat anything, but the hon. junior 
member for St. Joseph talked about the Government must 
stand and take his 'licks'. I happen to be a member of the 
Government Party. I do not want the hon. member or any- 
body to get it in his head that we are going to aftow him to 
fly on the backs of the people. The hon. member spoke in 
like manner as when you know that you are getting the in- 
fluenza and you start drinking coffee and rum so as to ward 
it off. The hon. junior member for St. Joseph is anticipating 
that these lashes are coming, no matter how much rum and 
coffee you drink, but I will only tell him that for the last 
eighteen years as a member of the former Government, he 
sat down in here and was in concert with that Government 
which said that anybody who asked for a raise in the old 
age pension would not have any conscience. Yet still he 
has known, because he has heard the financial statement of 
the Island read out, that the mismanagement of his Govern- 
ment has caused us tobein theposition which we are in to- 
day. The hon. member knows all of that; yet he has come 
in here today just playing to the gallery. He has come in 
here today withhis fancy talk about givingpensioners $3.00. 
This Government was elected for a matter of only four 
months and it has brought down this BU to increase the old 
age pension to $2.40. Compare that time with the 18 years 
which his Government was in power; yet during al l  that 
time the hon. member did not know how to voice his opinion 
that these pensioners should get something more. 

Sir, any time I see my Government going wrong, I in- 
tend to voice my opinion against it. I do not want the hon. 
member to tell us anything. What I would like this Govern- 
ment to do is to appoint some sort of commission to go 
into the question of what some people pay their workers, 
because I know that some of them pay their worbrs  next 
to nothing. I would like the Government to go into that ques- 
tion so as to find out whatcanbe done for pensioners when 
they become old. 

The hon. member got up in here as a member of the 
former Government and has talked a bunch of tripe on this 
Bill, His Government raised the old age pension from $1.80 
to $2.15 a week at a time when the blindest person could 
have seen that it was only an election gimmick This is 
about five or six sittings which we have had since this 
Government came into power, yet we have seenfit to raise 
the old age pension to $2.40; and if this Government had 
been in power before, we would have done it long ago be- 
cause according to the recommendation of Professor 
Richardson, this pension s h o d  have been raised since 
1958. The former Government used to brhg  down a lot of 
experts, and yet when those experts r e c o m n d e d  things 
which should be done, that Government would not see fit to 
implement tbem. That Government would pay sometimes 
$25 a day for the rental of a car to take these experts 
around, yet it would reject what theexperts recommended. 

We did not bring in an expert to recommend that pen- 
sioners should get $2.40 a week; therefore, I do not agree 
with the hone member getting up and talking tk bunch of 
hog wash which he talked about. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let it be a more eloquent expression 
than that. 

Mr. BOXILL: I withdraw it for the word "styplidity". 

Mr. s ~ ~ I - I :  Mr. W r ,  I rise on a point of o*. 
I did not take any note of the h% member tdkW about 
'hog washBs, because Your Honour knows a hog wtm You 
see one. 



Mr. BOMLL: Mr. Speaker, tbere is no doubt that You 
do know a hog wbcn you sa one, especially a fat one. 

Getdng back to the point, the hon. member's Govern- 
ment raised the OM age msionfromh.8Oto $2.15 a 
whtch is a mamr of 35 cents. When they did it, they were 
playins the old people's votes. We are not playing to any- 
body's ~ 0 %  We have a Resolution which we passed to de- 
crease the voting age from 21 years to 18 years; so w e  do 
not have to play up to the old peopk's vote. Now that we 
have increased old age pension to $2.40 a week, instead of 
the hon. member's getdng up and wmmendingtheGovern- 
ment for doing such a thing in the short period in which it 
has teen in power, he has got up probably on the instiga- 
tion of another member to probng the talkon this Bill. He 
is just playing to the gallery. I want to serve notice on the 
hon. member and other hon. members that as long as I am 
a member of this Chamber, I am not going to sit still and 
allow them to get away with murder. It is high t h e  that 
they realise that we are sent here to represent the people. 

I remember some time ago that the hon. junior mem- 
ber for St. Joseph was on a Board - I think it was some 
Board of Guardians - and there was a woman in St. Joseph 
whose husband had taken ill with T.B. They made repre- 
sentations to the hon, junior member for St. Joseph for 
some sort of aid and, believe it or not, Mr. Speaker, the 
hon. junior member for St. Joseph wuld not see fit to give 
that woman who had three children anything more than 75 
cents for two weeks. 
11.35 am. 

Yet he is coming in here to criticise. I am bringing this 
home to the hon. junior member for St. Joseph 

Mr. SMITH: On a point of order. That has never hap- 
pened during my time. The hon. member is straykg all the 
time; in other words, he is lying to this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Perhaps the hon. member might say 
that the junior member for St. Thomas is guilty of a com- 
plete inaccuracy. 

Mr. SMITH: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, I may be wrong about the 
75 cents. I have just been told that the amount is really 
25 cents. (L augh ter) However, I want todraw to the atten- 
tion of the hon. member that at that time he could not see fit 
to give this poor lady, who was indire necessity, more than 
25 cents for herself and three children. 

Mr. SMITH: On a point of order. That is not so. It is 
not good enough for the hon. member to be getting up and 
trying to lie on another bn .  member. Why does the hon. 
member not can the names of these people if he wants to 
prove his case? He has just mentioned 75 cents, and now he 
says that it is 25 cents. Who told the hon. member that the 
amount was 25 cents? Let him call the name. 

Mr. BOXILL: It is a matter of opinion; for me it is a 
fact. If the hon. member wants toobjectto what I say, that 
is a matter for him; but there is some sort of truth in this 
matter, if the hon. member is objecting so strenuously. It 
does not serve any useful purpose to lie on anybody. How- 
ever, to get back to this matter of the old age pension, we 
have seen fit to give these Old Agepensioners $2.40 per 
week 

Mr. SPEAKER: We are seeking to do that. 

Mr. BOXILL: Ibeg Your Honour% pardon, we are seek- 
ing to do that. I am ashamed of the way in which the hon. 
junior member for St. Joseph is trying to conduct himself 
in this House today. 

member for St. Joseph call on the Minister to "puR up his 
socks". That is unbearabb and if t.b hob junior mmber  
for St. Joseph mderstands what he means by calling on a 4 

Minister to "pdl up h i s  socks", then I would be glad if he 
could explain that to this House. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, my only purpose 
i n  rising is to cka r  up one or two points made by the hon. 
junior member for St. George and bytkhon. senior memo 
ber for the City. The hon. junior member for St. George 
was the Minister of Social Services in theformer Govern- 
ment. By his speehs and actions since the last Election, 
he appears to have completely repuliated the policies of the 
Party of which he now claims to be the Parliamentary 
Leader in this House. I would like to inform him that the 
honourabk junior member for St. Lucy is not the Minister 
of Social Services. Mr. Stockman has not given this Gov- 
ernment any Report whatsoever of any Wnd or description, 
and the amount of the old age pension was not increased 
as the result of any Reportgivenby the United Nations Ex- 
pert on Social Security; the amount was increased because 
there was a longstanding outcry against the callousness of 
the last Government ,ineven refusing to discuss the Report 
of Professor J. H. Richardson of Leeds University which 
was submitted to that Government, of which the Ex- 
Minister was a member since 1954. hlr. Stockman has 
made no recommendation as to any old age pension. If tbe 
hon. member were to read the document which was pre- 
sented by this Government during the Election of 1961, he 
would see that direct referem is made not only to the 
necessity for reviewing the old age pension, but also the 
minimum amount which we feel it was desirabk for the 
Old Age Pensioners to have, which would provideeven a low 
level of subsistence. 

No one is pretending that $2.40 a week could keep the 
bodies and souls of these old people together in a com- 
munity such as the one in which we live. Every time the 
hon. junior member for St. George rises to his feet he 
should do so with a great sense of shame. The Greeks used 
to call it A i d o s  and the Romans used to call it P u d o r ,  These 
are two things which the Miniszr has never possessed 
either in large quantities or in small ones. 

Mr. MILLER: On a point of order. I did not make the 
statement I am accused of making by the Premier. The 
Minister of Education said that they had a Report and I just 
complimented the Minister and said that I was anxious to 
read that Report because I happen tobethe one who, in the 
past Government, had got Mr. Stockman downhere. I did so 
because I wanted to know what to do about the Old Age 
Pension and about social security generally. Mr. Stockman 
was released to us by the United Nations. The Minister in 
passing said that this Report was in and I said that I was 
anxious to read it. I have nothing tobe ashamed of, least of 
all the last Government. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Because he repudiated it. The 
Minister of Education is not now in his place but he has 
already denied that he made any statement to the effect 
that the Stockman Report was in, The hon. member just 
now unwittingly said what the hon. junior member for St. 
Lucy did say; that is, that the Richardson Report was avail- 
able all the time, It was available since 1954. The hon. 
senior member for St. Peter for the past seven years, at 
least three dms a year, has gotontb floor of this House 
and has invited the last Government and the last MMsoer 
of Social Services to discuss the Report and they have 
point-blank refused to do so.Thequesdon was raised som- 
time in October last year by the hon. senior member for 
St. Peter and myself that any hon. member of tk buse 
wuld have inidaoed a debate on tbis Report although it was 
an unofficial Report. 
11.45 asn. 
When we talked about the Hospital Report, he said that any 
hon. member could have rniratrrl a debate on tbe Report 
that had not men sen the light ofday. Now it has bGen the 
pract ia  of the Governmesa which he represented and which 
he now repudiates,,. 



Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, on a pok .L of order, I haw 
no reason to repudiate the last Governme K. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: They have been repudiated by 
the electorate. I see that the necessity no longer arises for 
the hon. member to repudiate the Government, becausethe 
electorate has repudiated the Government. I stand corrected 
Now the position is this: whenIsay *'he1', it is not because 
I am treating the hon. member with any lack of respect. 
When Cicero spoke in the Senate, he always used the pro- 
noun 'he" when he referred to Lucius Sergius Catilina - 
and Roman history is well know, he never referred to him 
as the Hon. Senator. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yet Cicero never spoke in this Cham- 
ber. (Laughter)  

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I am only showing you, Sir, that 
there is good precedent for using the personal pronoun 
when a person is well known, and the word %" is suf- 
ficient designation to indicate to a l l  and sundry whom you 
are talk& about. A s  far as thehon. senior member for the 
City is concerd ,  he made a plea that there should be not 
only the extension of the quantum of pension which should 
be  paid, but there should be an extension in the age group, 
and by that I mean bringing it up to the present level, - a 
reduction, in other words, of the age of persons eligible for 
the receipt of pensions by reducing it to the age of 65. 

Now, Sir, I know that the Report has not been discussed 
and mexnbers of the general public may not be aware of tk 
recammendations. We do not feel ourselves cons t raW 
or inhibited in any way by a Report made by experts, and 
perhaps if I might j u t  go back a bit to one of the inter- 
ruptions by the hon. junior member for St. George, he said 
he could not do anything because hedid not have the Stock- 
man Report. Neither do we; but no one in Barbados needs 
the Report of an expert to indicate that $2.40 is  an irre- 
ducable minimum for the payment of a pension to people 
over th age of 68 years. You do not need an e w r t  to tell 
you that. An expert advises youon a comprehensive scheme 
of social security which is a little more i n v o l d  than a 
simple issue like the increase of old age pensions. The 
s m  member who could not act without the advice of an 
expert - and he had a Financial Secretary to tell him what 
the implications would be financially - still increased the 
pensions shortly before the election from $1.80 to 82.15. 
A quotation from a document which is a document of the 
House already and for which I make no apology would an- 
swer the strictures of both the hon. junior member for St. 
George and the hon. senior member for thecity. Under the 
heading of 'Uld Age Pensions'' Sir, if Imay turn to page 8 
of Professor Richardson's Report in 1954, this is what he 
said:- 

'The main changes are recomrnended in this system 
of old age pensions. The first is  that both the amount of the 
means test and the amount of the pension should be raised 
substantially. The present rates do not allow for the con- 
siderable rise in the cost of living sincethey were last in- 
creased in 1949;" - that was in 1954, Sir, - "nor do they 
take into account the rise in wages and standards of living 
in Barbados during the last five years. 

"Since the old age pension was last raised in April, 
1949 to one dollar and twenty ($1.20) cents, the cost of 
living has increased by about one-third, therefore to give a 
purchasing power equal to that in 1949, thepresent rate of 
pension should be one dollar and sixty ($1.60)cents. But old 
age pensions and other social security benefits in  any com- 
munity must be related to wages and standards of living, and 
in Barbados these have risen appreciably during recent 
year S. The present pension rate is the equivalent of only 15 
or 20 percent of the wagespaid to many unskilled workers, 
excluding domestic servants whose wages are substantially 
below those in other occupations, whereas the practice of 
countries with considerable experience of social security is 
that the rate should be not less than 30 percent of such 
wages. 

"It is therefore recommended that the pension ratebe 
raised immediately by 50 percent to one dollar and eighty 

($1.80) cents a week, and that, prorlded theeconomic con- 
ditions in the Lsbnd and the financial position of the Gov- 
ernment remain favourable, the rate be raised at the be- 
ginning of 1958 to two dollars and forty ($2.40) cents, that 
is to double the present rate." 

Now the only condition which Professor Richardson 
imposed was not that there should be a substantial rise in 
Government revenue and substantial services, but a mere 
retention of the fairly viable economic condition of the Gov- 
ernment finances between 19.54 and 1958. In 1955 the Gov- 
ernment had a surplus of $5 million, and from 1956 to 1958, 
they never had a budgetary surplus of less than $2.8 million, 
$2.7 million, and $2.8 million; so, far from the situation re- 
maining as it was in 1954, the situation as far as Govern- 
ment finances were concerned considerably improved. 

For a considerable period the hon. junior member for 
St. George was a member of the Government; he was ac- 
tually at one stage Minister of Social Services. T k  Gov- 
ernment's budgetary position only began to declme some 
time late in 1960 as a result of the squandermai ia which 
was indulged in by putting up m o n w n t s  and mausoleums 
and things like that, increasing the recurrent expenditure 
which the taxpayers would have to bear. There was no in- 
vestment in income-bearing projects or anything like that 
carried on, but a lot of promises given to the people. That 
was the old regime. In 1961 in the month of March, just 
twelve months ago, the then Premier of Barbados, whom 
God preserve in his old age, said inhis budget speech that 
the motto was "steady as we go", whatever that means. I 
said it was a landship term, being one step forward, and 
two steps backward; landship economics; so it was a 
steady-as-you-go budget and the Government was budgeting 
for a deficit of $1.2 million, and they could not afford to 
increase old age pensions. The ex-Minister sat down there 
in the same chair he is  sitting in now - the bn. junior 
member for St. George - and did not raise a howl, probest 
or even a whimper; he never said a word. tle justified the 
statement made by the hon. member. 

Later in the year the same Government that could not 
afford an increase which would involve an expenditure of 
approximately $300,000, if they had fobwed our advice, 
made a promise to the Civil Service Associadon that they 
would play ball with them. Now I am S- facts. 
11.55 km. 

The Premier of Barbados told the President of the 
Civil Service Association that he would give him cost of 
living allowance in 1958 but he was going to hold back the 
demand for an increase in Civil Servants' salaries until 
1961. I am making statements of fact. Ihave already chal- 
lenged the hon. junior member for St.Thomas who was the 
then Premier on that issue and his Government which had 
budgeted for a deficit and which had depleted every single 
fund of the financial resources k-f this Island and which 
during my tenure of office I said was $19 million invested 
in New Zealand, Kenya and RhcKlesia and various other as- 
sociated outposts of the British Empire. Because there was 
an election coming around, that same Government came in 
here with a lot of ill-considered legislation like the Domes- 
tic Servants Bill and that kind of thing which had not neither 
a minimum age nor a minimum wage but said that you must 
work for eight hours, which was somethingnotof benefit to 
the same class of workers whom they wanted to protect. 

Mr. Speaker, you know the alacrity with which that 
Government implemented the report of Mr. Jacobs, the 
Salaries Commissioner, but in th period 1954~11958 they 
did not elect to even discuss tk proposals of Professor 
Richardson. Mr. Jacobs came here knowing nothing of Bar- 
bados - I would not like to say that he came here descend- 
ing from a cbud - but after he got in close contact with 
certain topofficials and was kept at arm's l e e  from other 
people, after all the injudicious lobbyingdone by people who 
should know better, he brought down recommendations 
which involved the Government into an expenditure of $3 
million and probably it would be in the vicinity of $4 mil- 
lion. 

There is perhaps another thing which I should make 
clear at this moment. The increase for Old Age Pensioners , 



is going to take place from 1st April next. There is no 
backpay and there is no election coming up this year; so I 
think i t  is most disgusting that people who get motor car 
allowances and who get money to build houses, although I do 
not grudge them for them because Ipartially own the house 
in which I am living, and some of them who also get trips 
every three and a half years attheexpense of the taxpayers 
of this country and who are stepping aboa this country like 
a motorised army of occupation because, so  far as  they are 
conczred, rhey feel that they have been removed from the 
rest of lives of the people of this country, believe that they 
have a Godgiven right to come to this country and to hold 
people up to ransom in an election year. 

There are people in tfre Civil Service who deserve 
more money than they are  getting, but there is a lot who 
should be getting less. The yzrd of the Government Head- 
quarters has the resemNance of a Brooklyn racing track 
in the afternoon because of the roar of motor cars at thirty 
seconds after four o'clock. That roar would make you be- 
bve that i t  is the start of the Grand Prix. You cannot get 
Civil Servants to stay in office after four o'clock, a s s  
you had given someone previous notice, to put in a li 
extra for all this money which they are  ge- All that 
hon. senior member for St. Peter said last week is abso- 
lutely true. We must get away from this idea that we have 
to pick up this person from school and somebody else from 
Broad Street and take them home. There is also the de- 
lusion that you must start to put away your files shortly 
after you have got back in from lunch. 

That is the atmosphere which generated from thelack 
of knowledge, lack of sincerity and inefficiency of the last 
Government. If4 speak of it today, Iam speaking of it as a 
taxpayer. I get no benefits at all; I get all the headaches. 

I am not asking for any fringes, but I think that people 
who are  being supported by this community should make a 
contribution wtnmensurate with the support whichthey get 
from the taxpayers of this Island. It is almost immoral to 
pay $4 million in increase to Civil Servants arid to get up 
and make harping speeches about the increase of 25 cents 
a week to about 8,000 or 9,000 old age pensioners. The hon. 
junior member for St. George just now said that i t  was only 
three and a half cents a day. He was the Minister of Social 
Services in the last Government If it is 3.5 cents a day 
more, why did he not gix them? In the Budget Speech last 
year by the former Premier, he said that they could not 
afford to give an increase to what they did later, far less 
to give this 3.5 cents a day increase. Now we have budgeted 
for a deficit in the Estimates twice the size of that by the 

then hon. junior member for St. Thomas, who is fortunately 
no longer to be a member of this House, and we are not 
unduly alarmed at paying 25 cents a week more to these 
Old Age Pensioners because you must have a principle when 
it  comes to the question of distributing money for social 
purposes. 

The money collected in this Island is collected not only 
to provide Ministers with the education which they did not 
get before t k y  came in here and when they became blin- 
isrers by sending them on trips; it is not collected only to 
be appropriated for the use and benefit of the members of 
the Barbados Civil Service with whom I havethe good for- 
tune to work for thepast four months and for those who ap- 
pear in  front of the public, that is to say, where the public 
has to appear before them for any service, and then for 
these Civil Servants who have this good fortune to treat 
those people who come before them without any respect 
or  with little respect. 

Anybody with any iota of intelligence coming into the 
Ministerial Buildings would know that they canvassed bit- 
terly against members of theparty which Ihave the honour 
to lead. Of course, that means nothing to me because I knew 
I could have won the elections withoutthem; therefore, I do 
not warn them to W I am saying this only because I am 
aware of that. 

This is just a little indication of the way in which I am 
go& to address them at their Association meeting. I am 
not going to tell them what a fine body of men they are: I 

am going to tell them what a lazy bunch of people they a re  
and what I think them to be. It i s  hard that the Ministers 
should be working in their offices until eight o;clock and 
nine o'cbck at night four and five days a week. 

The other morning I picked up the daily newspaper and 
saw an article in which i t  was stated that the Hon. John 
O'Halloran, a Minister in the Trinidad Government, said 
that not a single Minister of this Government was present 
at their cocktail party which was held at the Trinidad Booth 
at the Trade Fair. Let me say that we h a w  been attending 
certain social functions because we deem it  a gesture of 
goodwill on the various sections of thecommunity to invite 
us, but this is not a cocktail-party Government. On the day 
in questionwhen this cocktail party was being held and 
when we were accused of staying away,every single mem- 
ber of this Government had previously visited the Trinidad 
Booth at the Trade Fair and complimented themon it. I had 
personally spoken with the Hon. John O'Halloran a d  spent 
over an hour in their booth with other Ministers of the Gov- 
ernrnent, including the Minister without Portfolio, who is in 
the Other Place, and the Officer adrninisterhgthisCobny. 
12.05 p.m. 

W e  had expressed a great interest in the high quality 
and standard of the exhibits; but on the very night when he 
accused us of discrediting his party, we had not stopped 
work until a quarter to ten and theMinisaer of Trade asked 
me whether he could beexcused. In view of the fact that the 
Estimates were coming up, we decided that we would go to 
the Trinidad Party and offer our apologies. W e  could not 
get in because it was something approximating a stampede 
down there because the Premier of Trinidad had made the 
decision that there was to be a free show. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In view of the proposed increase for 
theold AgePensioners, there is no cocktailparty that they 
can have. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I want to show the difference in 
approach with this Government. Itelephoned the authorities 
down there explaining that some Ministers would like to get 
in, because we wanted to put in an appearance. I think it is 
the height of bad manners to accuse this Government of 
boycotting a cocktail party; but if it had been left to me 
alone, I would boycott all cocktail parties. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The great responsibility now is to the 
Old Age Pensioner S. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I do not mince any matters and 
I think that if a few cocktail parties were to be boycotted, 
we would be making more progress. Having digressed thus 
far I will, if I may, just in conclusion answer the point 
raised by the hon. senior member for the City. In his Re- 
port, going straight or from where I left off, Professor 
Richardson said this: 

''No change is recommended in the age at which old age 
pensions should be paid. To reduce the age to 65 would re- 
SS in an increase of more than 2,000 in the numlzr of 
pensioners, while to reduce the age to 60 would involve an 
increase of about 6,000 in the number of pensioners. In view 
of the limited financial resources available i t  seems pre- 
ferable to pay somewhat larger pensions to persons over 
68 years of age than to pay smaller pensions to the large 
number of people involved if the pensionable age were 
lowered. It is, however, recommended that pensions for the 
totally blind be paid to persons, if destitute, who are 20 
years of age and over, instead of at the present age of 40 
years. The nurnher of the totally blind between these ages 
is small. It is also recommended that the few deaf mutes 
in the Island be granted pensions at 20 years of age; 
usually tbey have been able to learn little at school and are  
often unable to earn a living". 

Then Professor Richardson went on and made certain 
recornrnendations about the ''means test". W e  have f o l l o w  
substantially all t k  recornrnendationsmadeby Professor 
Richardson. The age for the blind was already lowered and 
we have increased the "rneans est" to $4.00. I would like 



to see the situation where you would not have to make any 
"mans test" at all; but when you have sknder resources 
you have to allocate them in the manner in which the great- 
es t  help is given to the greatest number. When you come to 
the question of the repair of old people's houses, we have 
had a debate on this matter. The City Council, when they 
see cases of necessity, - and they havebeen doing this for 
a long time - would make a grantof money for carpenters 
to repair old people's houses; but the hon. junior member 
for St. Joseph is adwcating that everybody who is over the 
age of 68 years, owns a house or lives in a house which is 
leaking. The truth is that most of these people who draw 
old age pensions, live in the houses of their sisters-in-law 
and so on. When we ask the hon. member to mention cases 
relative to the repair of thehouses of these Old Age Pen- 
sioners, he said that we would havetogive him time so as 
to answer that question. I have no doubt that there may be 
pei,ple at sixty-eight years who are  living in fairly deplor- 
able circumstances; but that is not an indictment of this 
Government except in so far as it has not set about to make 
an effective, over-all plan for the relief of want, distress 
and infirmity. When you come to the questionof the repair 
of these houses, that can be done by Local Government 
Committees because these Committees are  in a far better 
position to examine this kind of payment and to make pro- 
vision for it than somebody else in Bridgetown, for in- 
stance, who draws a big salary and gets an allowance to 
drive to somebody's house. Your sanitary authorities, your 
assessors or your Poor Law Guardians arethepeople who 
a re  in day-to-day contact withthesepeople.Wedo not have 
to declare a general policy to help people who a re  destitute; 
we will direct or encourage or su~ges t  to the competent 
authorities, whether it is the Housing Authority or the Local 
Government Authority, to do something in order to deal 
with these cases of necessity. 
12.15 p.m. 

I do not think the hon. member need go on beating that 
drum very much longer, because the drum is beginning to 
sound a bit muffled at the present moment. I do not think, 
Sir, that I can usefully add anything moreto this debate. Of 
course it is going to cost money, but we will have to find 
the money when we increase the Old Age Pensioners by 35 
cents. 

There is just one other point which I understand the 
hon. member asked me to mention. I am very glad when I 
am reminded of these things. I do not want to be accused 
of not answering a question when what I should be accused 
of is having a notoriously bad memory. I should be ac- 
cused of that instead of dictatorship and things like that 
for forgetting to answer questions. The hon. senior member 
for the City raised the question about increases to members 
of the different Boards. It is true that I would like to see 
voluntary service; but I find it difficult sometimes to get 
people who are interested in politics even to come to a 
political meeting or a meeting of any other Association or  
Club. As you know, Sir, from being President of one of the 
Association dealing with sport, the Football Association - 
and I think tk hon. senior member for St. Peter also be- 
longs to that Association and the Cricket Association to 
which I belong - if you get one-tenthof the membership to 
turn out where they pay a very high subscription in my 
opinion, about $10 a year, to meet in a country like Bar- 
badts, you have done remarkably well. I think the hon. 
junior member for Christ Church can bear me out as well 
as the hon. junior member for the City. Anyone who has to 
work with Committees knows that if a man is normally en- 
gaged and is not a retired Civil Servantor person of inde- 
pendent means, it is  very difficult sometimes to get him out 
to the things that be says he is interested in. T k  $4.80 
which is paid, I believe, to the Chairman for attending these 
meetings is not by way of compensationor payment or any- 
thing like that; i t  is not supposed to be an emolument, re- 
muneration o r  reward; it is-merely to take care of certain 
contingencies like travelling expenses in going to meetings. 
Some of these men have cars and some may have to rent 
cars, and that is all it is regarded as. 

Mr. Speaker, rhis demand really came fromthePost- 
master General, and if Imay read the note it is as follows:- 

'hlembers and Chalrrnen of the Claims Committee 
have from time to time intimated that the remuneration 
paid" - they call it remuneration but we do not call i t  that - 
"for attending meetings is inadequate. Some of them have 
to travel long distances but do not own cars and are more 
often than not out of pocket. The opinion has also been ex- 
pressed that since the Chairmen must attach their signa- 
tures to each and every card in authorisation of payment 
they should receive more than the other members. Both 
propositions are  reasonable and merit consideration The 
present amount payable is $2.40 and this has remained un- 
changed since 1951. It is suggested that the Chairmen be 
paid $4.80 and other members $3.60 per meeting." 

Now if I may give the hon. member some indication, 
the actual expenditure in connection with Pensions Claims 
Committees during the past few years is as follows and it 
is very small: in 1957-58 the amount was $461; in 1959 it  
was $545; in 1960 it was $473 and in 1960-61 it was  $504; 
the Postmaster General estimated that an amount of $960 
would be an adequate estimate for thepaymentof Pensions 
Claims Committees during the financial year, 1962-63. It 
would be very churlish of us, if thesepeople are  perform- 
ing a voluntary service, to deny them a small increase in 
the out-of-pocket expenses - which, 1 think, Iwould prefer 
to call it - which would only involve the Treasury of thjs 
Island in perhaps $360 a year more when they a re  distri- 
buting perhaps over $1 million. Once the principle of com- 
pensating them for out-of-pocket expenses was estab!ished, 
I do not think that the quantum is something, unless it  rises 
to astronomical heights, which we should worry about at 
all h4embers of other Boards a re  paid $15 for members 
and $30 for the Chairmen of the Boards, and in some cases 
the Chairman is paid a flat salary of $200 a month; and the 
maximum which a member is supposed to draw is $60 a 
month and the Chairman $120 a month. These Pensions 
Claims Committees are the parochial beasts of burden; I 
would not say the parochial donkeys. They, like the Jus- 
tices of the Peace in the United Kingdom who are  fre- 
quently described as  judicial donkeys or beasts of burden, 
carry the brunt of the administration to seethat the money 
is not spent in directions for which i t  was not intended. 

I canonly say, Sir, that although the principle is a 
sound one, - though voluntary service should be voluntary 
service, - one would have expea& that they are entitled 
to some kind of compensation for out-of-pocket expenses, 
and I do not think wecan justify a quarrel with the quantum 
or  the amount which they should get, provided i t  is kept 
within reasonable bounds. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any hon. member whohas not 
spoken who desires to speak? 

Mr. LYNCH: hlr. Speaker, I would liketoprofess my- 
self as being in complete agreement with this Bill, except 
for the fact that I do not know if the Minister has taken into 
account the fact that there has been a recent increase i n  
valuation figures. Having regard therefore to that increase, 
1 feel that the means test should be staged at $5 rather than 
the $4 suggested because there is a large number of people 
between the $4 and $5 brackets who have therefore been 
disqualified. I am minded in this situationof the position of 
Tantalus who is supposed to be suffering eternal torment, 
hunger and thirst, with a bunchof luscious grapes suspended 
above his head; and whenever he held wto grasp one, they 
were withdrawn and when he W his head down to drink of 
the waters which surrounded him, they receded.That is the 
position of those people who have been disqualified by the 
rising valuation figures. 

As m the point whether there a re  enough voluntary 
workers in Barbados who would be willing to sem on 
these Boards, we feel this side of the Table that there 
could be found 36 peop 8 public-spirited enough to give of 
their services on such a Committee especially w k n  it is 
considered that the chief instrument used in such a Com- 
mittee is a rubberrstamp and there is a staff to do the 
greater part of the donkey work. We find that there a re  
people who wiU wme forward and serve voluntarily on 
Comrnitaees in the municipality. I had a i ~  example of i t  only 



yesterday wtEn we had a mtirlgof thc Puhllc HsaErh Cam- 
rnitteeandthenwereseuralpeopbpn~emwboanre- 
muraerabed in no way whamver for their services. This 
community would have arrivecl at a sad pass, when there 
are not voluntary people who are willing to come forward 
and give service to the community in which they live. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDG: Mr. Speaker, after listening 
to such eloquent speeches and such nonsensical ones by 
some hon. members in this Chamber, I have come to the 
conclusion that the sensible speeches have outwe&hed the 
nonsensical ones. 
12.25 p.m 

I hardly think after listening to the defence made by 
the Premier of the sensible speeches, after llsheningto the 
defence by him of the nonsensical speeches that there is 
much which I can add. I would only just like to r& to a 
very loose statement made by the hon. junior member for 
St. George and I am craving your ind&nceto use a bcal 
metaphorical emression and that emression is that I can 
only -refer to rhe hon. junior member for St. George as a 
dog returning to its own vomit. 

Mr. MILLER: Sir, I rise on a point of order. I am 
placed in a rather unfortunate position because having al- 
ready spoken, I am not expected to reply although when 
this Bill goes into Cornmime, Iwillhavesomething to say. 
However, I would like the Hon. Minister to explain what it 
is which he has in mind that caused him to use that re- 
mark. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWAFtB: Sir, the hon. junior member 
for St. George sat here in this Chamber and refused when 
asked to do so to even entertain the idea of increasing old 
age pensions to $2.40 and still the hon. member comes in 
here today saying that it is only three and a half cents a 
day more and you should be thinking of it in the ltght of 
social security. He comes in with this lot of nonsensical 
ignorance. 

hlr. MILLER: Sir, I am not accustomed to doing this 
filibustering. I was at pains to explain that. My whole idea 
was if the Government was satisfied thenthat Old Agepen- 
sioners should be paid $2.40 a week, the question was 
whether or not the 92.40 meant the same today as what it 
meant at that time. If the Hon. Minister wants to take me for 
a ride, let him give me the opportunity where I can speak 
again. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDG: I wonder how much difference 
there is today in the cost of living from what it was four 
months ago or even six months ago.Tinehon. junior mem- 
ber for St. George and his Government felt it was unreason- 
able for anyone to suggest increasing the old age pensions 
to $2.40 a week. 

Now, you get this statement made by the hon, junior 
member for St. Joseph. Apparently, he did not want to hear 
my reply and therefore, he has vacated his seat. 

The question asked by the hon. senior member for the 
City has been w e l l  answered by the Hon. Premier; there- 
fore, I consider it redundant to go over it. 

I hardly thfnk that there is anythhg more which is ex- 
pected by me therefore, I w i l l  cbse  by stating that Mr. 
Stockman who was made availabk: to us  or to the last Gov- 
ernment m to consider an increase in old atze ~ensions. as 
the hon. junior member for St. George sboulduldknow, b e c a k  
he was then Minister of Social Services, but Mr. Stockman 
was made available to us to advise as to how best the 
existing resources of the cobny including old agepensions 
could be channelled in the of5cial scheme for social se- 
curity. 

The ques t ion  that the Bill be now read a second time 
u ~ a s  put and reso lved  in the aff innative without d iv i s ion .  

On motion o f  Hon. W.  A. CRAWFORD, seconded  

by Hon. C. E .  TALM, Mr. SPEAKER l e f t  the Chatr and 

h e  House  went into Committee on the Bil l ,  Ms. B A  TSON 
in  the Chair. 
l2.35 pm. 

Clause  l w a s  called m d  ~ a s s e d .  

Clause  2 w a s  called.  It reads a s  fo1lous:- 

"Section three of die Old Age Pension Act, 1937, 

uhich Act  i s  hereinafter referred to as the principal Act ,  

i s  amended by substi tut ing the u ~ r d s  "four dollars" for 

the words "three dollars and s ix ty  cents" in paragraph ( c )  

of subsection (l)." 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDG: I kg  to move, Mr. Chairmn, 
that Clause 2 stand part. 

Hon, G. G. FERGUESON: I beg to second that. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, this may be a good 
opportunity for me to make a suggestion. I am fully aware 
that what I am going to suggest now cannot be done by this 
side of the House because it would be creating a charge on 
the Treasury. However, it would have been an opportune 
time to amend the Act in the way I mentioned when the Act 
was last amended. What the Premier has read out about 
the last Report is absolutely true, but Ithink he w i l l  agree 
with me that I was the one member who was courageous 
enough to say that I disagreed with the Richardson Report 
as to the ageof 68 years and suggested that 65 years should 
apply to. old people receivingthis pension. Since then, in the 
United States of America and in E n g h d ,  they have amended 
the Act and reduced the age. I am the last person to make 
any recommendadon without bearing! in mind the slender 
resources of the island, but Ihave never been able to wm- 
promise on Civil Servants going home at the age of 65 and 
the old people not being ableto receivetheir pension at 65. 
I am willing to pay my quota of taxation in that respect; I 
have always taken that stand as you w i n  see from the de- 
bates in Hansard. 

The Act says that blind people should not receive an 
old age pension until they are 20. I am askhg the Prerrder 
to give this matter some consideration. The child of some 
poor persons may be born blind. Under the law of this 
co~lnvy a mac has to support his child until it attains the 
age of 16 and if a child is blind and the father is dead that 
child is not in a position to draw a pension until he is 20 
years of age. I know that none of us from this side can make 
this amendment, but if the Premier willlook at the English 
Act he will see what I am suggesting is correct. This is the 
opportune time for the Government, instead of making these 
piecemeal amendments, to make one amendment redwing 
the age to a minimum. If somebody gets blind at the age 
of 12,16 or 18 years, he must reach the age of 20 years be- 
fore he can get this pension. I would say that we should re- 
duce the age in keeping with the Bastardy Act; it would do 
well to reduce the age for a blind person to 12 years at 
which he could draw this old age pension and not allow 
him to wait until he reaches the age of 20. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Iquite agree with the hon. member but 
I do not agree that we should use the term "old age pen- 
sion" in respect of a blind person; we want something 
modern in relation to these blind persons. Anybody with any 
sense would know that when aperson is blind, whether he is 
six months old or sixty-eight years old, you have to treat 
him in a different way from an W Age pensioner. My advice 
to the Premier is that he should not fall into the sam 
methcd of having piecemeal Begisladon because when he 
falls for the blind he will also fall for the maimed and the 
halt, There are cases of destitution as disdnct fromOld 
Age Pensioners and therefore my advice to the Government 
is that they should not look upon these social security 
measures in a piecemeal manner but to regard them in the 
light of tbe Gownment's own statement that there is 
somebody who is looking into themauer of social security, 
that the Government is congdering its policy on this m m r  
and that anything we deal with here should be taken in the 
light of a wmprehensive scheme. 

On the ql~st ion of age, you cannot bok at this matter 
except you h k  at it in a broad way. You must understand 
the mentality of the people today.Then are those who feel 



that as bng as they are alive and they are 68 years of W, 
they will draw this pension. Iknow aman who draws $2,000, 
he is 68 years of age and he stifl e m t s  to draw the old 
age pension. I told him "No" and he cannot understand why 
I told him *'No.** He says: ' lam68 years of age". I would 
be prepared to give this pension to persons who reach the 
age of 65 years but it must be on a wntributory$asis and 
you should have your "means test" even then. If you have 
people making a contribution at the beginning youwill still 
want to have a "means test" because ifpeople contribute, 
then they willhave to draw. Ihave had some discussion with 
Mr. Stockman who knows what he i s  saying. 

Mr. LYNCH: On a point of order. Did I understand the 
hon. m e d r  to say that Isaid that the "means test" should 
be abolished? I said that the means best should be raised to 
65.00. 1 just want to get that clear. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I do not know what 
happens with hon. members. They have the habit of not 
listening to the debate and then they rise on a point of or- 
der and say somethingwhichyoudidnot say. I said that the 
hon. junior member for the City said, and I agreed with him, 
that the question of the "means test" should be examined; 
but the hon. member seems to think that he must get into 
the debate whenever I speak. If he wants to get in a debate 
like this, I am saying thatsthe employers should be called 
upon to make a contributiohto social securityin Barbados. 
One of the hardest jobs you have to do is to get one penny 
out of an employer for anybody who has been w o r m  with 
him for the last 20 years. We have men earning large sala- 
ries and making profits and you cannot get them to give a 
worker the equivalent of two weeks' pay as a contribution 
for any years of service which the worker has rendered. 
I have been to one employer and there was a man who has 
been with that employer for 12 or 15 years. I asked that 
man to make a contribution on the basis of two weeks' pay 
to that employee and he refused to do so. I want to say that 
employers must be made by law to makethis contribution; 
these employers are not making any wntribution towards 
the people whom they employ and thenthey talk about these 
old people. I am going at the source from which the contri- 
butions should be made; you must make the contributions 
when the employee is alive. 
12.45 p.m 

These employers are g e m  away with too much. If I 
had to dealwith allof them, fromthe 1st April I would make 
it a s  a condition of employment what these employers should 
do, and put into an Act as a wndition of employment that 
every employer employing people over a certain point 
should make some contribution, and then you would not 
have al l  these people stringing up sayingthey want old age 
pensions, because the employers would be making a contri- 
bution towards them. It is time that it stopped. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member has 
generated some heat, but I would like him to understand 
that the members of my Party totally agree that there 
should be a contribution on both sides on this whole ques- 
tion of social security. Any thinking employer or capitalist 
in this modern day knows that public relationship and 
capital and labour demands that if you want to run a bus- 
iness successfully, there must be social security on a 
contributory basis. I wanted to say tothehon. member that 
employers and those who pay taxes still make that contri- 
bution, but I agree with him and wehave all agreed. I have 
said that it is a universal policy and it must be accepted; 
Barbados cannot be d q u e  in this respect. It is only that 
we had a Government which did not bring it before. I think 
I can quote from Dr. Hugh Springer that everybody knows 
that the strides which the Union has made in Barbados were 
purely because you had employers here who were always 
reasonable enough to see the demands which were made; 
they were more reasonable than other people in the Carib- 
bean area. I quote Dr. Springer, Mr. Chairman; and I be- 
lieve that it is because so many peoplein the country hold 
the Trade Unionist mernber in very high esteem because of 
tb forthright manner of his approach, 

As far as we are concerned, we recognise that today 
any type of businessman or  any capitalist, whether smaIl 

or large, realises that employers must make a contribu- 
tion, and therefore that is how it should be. I do not see 
however how he can suggest to the Premier that he should 
not fall for these piecemeal amndments, because whether 
you are blind at one year or at two years, you are blind. 
You are amending the Old Age Pensions Act. You are not 
dealing with social security which must be a comprehen- 
sive Act to come before this House. As a matter of fact, 
you have got to scrap a lot of things when you come to this. 
I have had a whole lot of Regulations and Acts sent to me 
from Chicago, and inmy hurnbbway Ihave studied them as 
best I could; but while we aredealingwith this now I would 
like to say this: the law says that you must be in Barba- 
dos at least twelve years. You are amending the Act with 
which we all agree, but I never compromise and I am en- 
titled to have an opinion like anybody else. I do not compro- 
mise with Richardson. The greatest man living on old age 
pensions was the Reverend Godson of blessed memory who 
called me to his house, but Idid not compromise. I realise 
that my grandmother was a labourer, and Ihave seen in my 
twenty years of work people at 65, and I have never com- 
promised with the hon. member on my left. 

Mr. Chairman,- in a cold country people are entitled 
to a pension at 65 years. Iknow Barbados better than Pro- 
fessor Richardson; he may know figures better than I do, 
but I know when a woman starts to weed a farm ground at 
65 years she is only doing it to get assistance. I am not a 
Socialist and cannot pretend to be, but a lot of Civil Ser- 
vants go home at 65; so are you telling me that the people 
who produced the wealth of the country cannot receive a 
pension at 65 years? I accept 68 years now because of the 
slender resources which the hon. member has told me he 
has inherited. In the United Kingdom the age is 68 years 
and in the United States of America it is 65 years. The hon. 
member for St. Peter has travelled moreextensively than I 
ever hope to travel and he has seen it, and I argue that in 
the tropics people who work as agricultural labourers, 
hawkers and domestic servants should receive apension at 
65 years. Look around this Chamber and see which of you 
would employ a person over 65 years of age. Nobody is 
looking for a person at that age unless he has inherited her 
from his parents and wants to give her something. I make 
no apology to anyone when I say that I believe people should 
draw old age pension at 65 years and not at 68 in this coun- 
try. 

Mr. Chairman, I am voting for this today because I 
think it is a wonderful gesture; it is a promise they are 
keeping, but what I am saying is that it is not a matter of 
falling for my piecemeal legislation. I saw the figures 
which Professor Richardson recommended, and after sit- 
ting down for twenty-two years and seeing thousands of 
people, I am in a position to say that rather than wait until 
a person becomes 20 years ifheis blind to be given a pen- 
sion, you should give him now. You havetwo Acts to guide 
you: one i s  the Bastardy Act and the other is the Married 
Women's Act. One of &Acts says that if a man i s  married 
he is responsible for finding his children up to sixteen 
years, and theother saysifheisnot married he is respon- 
sible for him up to twelve years. Professor Richardson 
must have been brought face to face with these two Acts. 
I know my way around, and even ifit i s  not amended here, 
it i s  a charge on the Treasury and I ask members to re- 
consider it at some time inthenot distant future and make 
that amendment. 

There is also this question with which we have been 
confronted, and when I r aised the question here and the Hon. 
Premier replied, i t  is for the benefit of the Minister of 
Social Services to take with a grain of salt the recornmen- 
dations Civil Servants make to you. I would like to gamble 
now that the Postmaster General could not find six out of 
the 36 people who told him that they were not willing to 
s r v e  unless they got the fee carried up. I challenge the 
Minister though he has read the note from'the Postmaster 
General that there are people in this country who would not 
be so worthless as not to be willing to give one hour a week. 
You have to be very carefulthat some of the Civil Servants 
do not lead you into a well. Do you believe that the taxpay- 
ers who contribute to the upkeep of the churches and people 
like the Ftmerend Pestaina in St. Peter would tell the 



Postmaster or the taxpayers who cuixribum to the llplrssp 
of his church that he would not sit on a Board &ss m 
we gave him $480 as Chairman? Icanonly say that is a Ile, 
and I c m  the Postmaster to say that Revered Pes- 
taina told him so. I chal)cnge himto say that the Fkverend 
Woodroffe in St. Joseph told him so. When hon. member 
read out the lttocr to m from the Postmaster General and 
said that the increase was small,ofcourseI agree that the 
amount of $960 is small. 
a 5 5  Pm. 

If you takehis own speech and read it, you wilt find that 
he has retrenched sometimes $100,550 or $60 and you are 
telling me that you cannot find people because you are in- 
creasing old age pensions. I do not want to be personal but 
I can call names of wives of hon. members of this House 
who now serve on Commitbees and Boards without asking 
for a cent I, personally, do not like the idea. They are com- 
plaining of our reading out something. What the Postmaster 
is t a i n g  you is that you are increasing the stipend. 

Ho& W. A. CRAWFORD: Sir, I rise on a point of or- 
der. What the Minister had read out was an observation 
from the Postmaster-General merely stating that the mem- 
bers and Chairmen of these commitsees had asked for an in- 
crease in this remumation. We did not start it. The hon. 
member's speech may convey the information that we 
started the remuneration. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: What I am saying is this. When you 
got the Minute Paper, you should have taken it as worth 
no more than a grain of salt Let everyone of them ask 
themselves if because you increase old age pension you 
must increase their rate of remumration. Is it that you 
cannot find people to serve onthese Boards? They had a 
rubberstarnp and they put h rubberstarnp on it. 

Hon. A. DaC. E D W m :  Sir, Iwould just like to point 
out to thehon. senior member for the City that the increase 
in the remuneration for members of the Old Age Pension 
Claims Cornmime was not occasioned by the fact that the 
old age pension was increased. This was a proposal put 
forward to my MMsVy long before we took over and the 
proposal says that on the grounds that the cost of trans- 
portation has increased, the people had asked for an in- 
crease to meet the cost of their transporation. 

Mr. WEEKES: Sir, there is one point which I would 
like to draw to the attention of the appropriate Minister. 
h case a person leaves the Island and he returns as a 
pauper, that person has difficulty in getting apension I 
fed that something should be done to h& a person who 
returns to this Island a pauper. A person w h  Rturns to 
this Island as a pauger and does not receive a pension ap- 
 lies to the Board of Guardians for heb and that creates 

additional expense on the Local Govebrmnt. I feel that 
the time has come that thoseparagraphs on the forms which 
a pensioner must fill out before he gets a pension should be 
debted.1 therefore implore the Hon. Minister to do his 
utmost to have those paragraphs deLeted from the forms 
so that a person who returns to the Island as a payper 
can receive a pension. 

Mr. MILLER: Sir, the point which I was making all 
along is that we are sadsfied that you lleed an overan 
schem for social security and what I said this morning 
was that instead of the Government coming now to increase 
the pension by the and a quaroer cmts a day that you 
would have looked into the quesdon of the overall security 
scheme first. The argumm ofthis House was that m b e r s  
of the Governmm Party speaking on platforms in the 
election campaign said that it should be $2.40 a week and 
that it should have ban $2.40 a week from last year. If it 
should be 52.40 a week from last year, what is wrong with 
makbg it retrospective from 1st Aprillast year?There is 

wrong with that. When you come with a cornprekn- 
sive scheme with respect to the plan, you can call it old 
age pension or whatever you like and that point was made by 
the bon. senior mmber for St. Peaer. 

masurc for the whole m o ~ .  Instead of spending our 
tim on this alone, we could have been considering a 
compnhensivc scheme of social security. We hawhad the 
experts to deal with it here. Why should we be considering 
this when you could havecomewiththe recommendations of 
the expens on the cost of a comprehensive scheme. 

The Hon. Minister of SocialServices said in the House 
that I could not reply to him and he just talked of one 
returning to one's wmit. I think I should say this to him. 
Your Party has the Government in hand. This matter was 
thrown out to the electorate. Because the Government to 
which I belonged failed to do one of a million things, you 
are saying that it has failed. Well, then, if any one Govern- 
ment can do everything that is required in a country, you 
can as well abolish the Goverment of Great Britain or for 
that matoer the Government of the United States of America 
because those countries have been running Governments for 
so long. Where we have failed, there is  a number of other 
things of a charging nature which we have put forward. The 
hon. member is continually talking about the Government 
to which Iklonged. If that Goverment had done everything, 
there would be no need for any other Government. All that I 
am saying is, why come and debate something which is only 
just wasting the time of this Place? Youhave all the plans 
before you, and at this moment it is costing the people 
something which you need not have spent when there is a 
Report on it. Suppose the former Government in its planning 
'had given only or said that it could not afford to give an OM 
age pension of $2.15 a week and you have come now and say 
that you aregoingtogivee~rything~eventhe food. To talk 
of the increase which you are giving which is three and a 
half cents a day more, are you going to fell me that the 
pensioners are going to die if you had not given this? I am 
sure that thepresentReport which you have before you, if 
considered, would give them probably $3.00 or $4.00 a 
week. The intention 'of the Government to which I klo@ 
when it gave that increase was only to bridge the gap until 
such tirne as this ,Report was considered. If the present 
Government had it in mind to give $2.40, certainly make it 
$2.40 but certainly make it $2.40 from the time we made it . 
S.15. By now we could have been a fair way in our dis- -% 
cussion on the second reading of the Appropriation Bilt  

Are you doing this now because this is a nice political 
horse on which you can rideor becauseit is a horse which 
would not kick and therefore, you can ride on its back all 
the tirne? This three and a half cents a day increase is not 
enough to buy one loaf of bread. 
1.05 p.m 

If we want to discuss the old age pension, well, k t  us 
go on undl nine o'clock; but youhave brought us here away 
from our business at ten o'clock to deal with the Budget 
and now after one o'clock we are discussing this increase 
in the old age pension. I took this matter to the Cabinet 
because the amount was not sufficient and we had an ex- 
pert from the United Nadons to come out here. Now the 
Wster is  talking about nonsensical argument. This is 
about the third time ...,.... 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARIX: On a point of order. Mr. 
Chairman, I do rmt know if the hon. junior member for St. 
George is referring to the Gillette Report, but the Report 
of Mr. Stockman is not in the Ministry. The hon. member 
was told that already today. 

Mr. MILLER: That is a feebbminded Minister. Every 
opportunity he gets at me he takes because he has found 
that I am his opposite number; he is a political imbecile 
and ewry time he is discussing something in here he 
relies on the. senior members to helphim Why does he hold 
this Ministry? You examine the hon. member and see if he 
is not a psychical casualty. He has the shock of bhg a 
Minister. Every time he has a debaoe somebody has to 
come to his rescue because he r c d w  it to the point of 
abuse. 

Mr. HLSBANIX: On a point of order. Mr. Chairman, 
are we still debating Clause 2 of this Bill? 

Mr. QIAIRMAN: Yes, we are still debatbg Claw 2. 



Mr. HUSBANDG: Well ,  Sir, we an now in Gmminee 
and when we are in Committee we are considering the de- 
tails of the Bill; but it seems to me that some hoa mem- 
bers are taking advantage of your latinde. 

Mr. MILLER That is no point of order. 

Mr. HZsBAM36: W e  are now making second reading 
specchts and not actuaI4 de4w with Clause 2 of tbe Bill 
which I would Ue to &bate and would liketohavethe 
9pponurdty of dfboti4a The hon. junior membcr for 
St. Georgg: in debating Claw 2 of the Bil l  should desist 
from making the corrrmems which he should ha= made 
early in the day. 

lion. W. A. CRAWFORD: On a point of order. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Hon. Leader of the House has 
risen on a point of order. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: To what depths of stupidity 
can this House descend? The Hon. Minister has already 
made it quite clear that the Stockman Report has not yet 
been published. A child can understand that. What is the 
point of going on to say that? 

h4r. CORBIN: On a point of order. Mr. Chairman, I 
think that this is a waste of precious daylight saving time 
today. (L augh ter) Both sides of the House are agreed that 
rhe old age pension should be increased to s2.40 per week, 
and therefore why should we waste time with this a r g m m ?  
This debate should have been finished long ago; why shoukl 
s ~ s i b l e  men prolong this argument? The more time we 
wasae tbe longer it wfll take for these people to receive this 
monsy. 

Mr. MILLER: The hon. senior member for St. Andrew 
should probably be the Minister. These people cannot get 
this money before the 1st April anyhow. What I am saying 
is that Iwould like to read this Repon; I am anxious to read 
it I would like to know why are we wasting time with this 
matter when we need a comprehensive scheme of social 
security. It is on that point that we have had a l l  the argu- 
ment. Why should the hon. member opposite tell me a lot 
of personal things which are not always the best? 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, even at the risk 
of prolonging unduly a debate in this Chamber, I will say 
that there are one or two points made by the hon. junior 
member for St. George to which a reply must be made. First 
and foremost he wants to know why this $2.40 per week is 
not made retroactive as from April last year. 

Mr. WALCOTT: On a point of order. Mr. Chairman, 
my colleague has pointed out something to you and you must 
make a ruling on it. Section 2 is now being debated. Some 
of us have to reply to the hon. junior member for St. George 
about what he has said, but we need not deal with that in 
Clause 2. It is Clause 3 which deals with the amunt which 
you are going to pay to these people. Clause 2 is where you 
are increasing the amount for thepeople who serve on these 
Boards. I think that Clause 2 should be put to the vote and 
let us go on to Clause 3. 

Mr. HZISBANJX: Mr. Chairman, I want to speak on 
Clause 2. This Clause reads as foIl0ws:- 

'Section three of the Old Age Pension Act, 1937, which 
Act is hereinafter referred to as the principal Act, is 
amended by substituting the words ''four dollars" for the 
words "three dollars and sixty cents" in paragraph (c) of 
subsection ('l)". 

I want to know the reason for this addition for those 
who 'serve on the Pension Claims Committee. Ileft my seat 
during which time the Minister may possibly have made 
some explanation. When I returned to my seat in the 6 m -  
mittee I heard (Mr. MOTTLEY: This is Section 2) I am 
dealing with Clause 2. I was made to understand that some 
Minw came from the Postmaswr General referring to this 
matter and giving inforr.lation to the effect that there were 
people who were not wiIling to serve gratuitously on this 
Board. Hence thc reason for this increase. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: W e  have not yet got to U a h  4. 

The question that Clause  2 s t w d  part of  the Bi l l  
was  put and resolved in the affirmative uithout d iv i s ion.  

Hon. A. D&. EDWAEUX: Mr. Chairman, Ibegto move 
that Clause 3 stand part, 

Hon. G. G. F E R G W N :  I beg to second that 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I was saying 
just now that the hon. junior member for St. George has 
been prohesting that this increase to $2.40 has not been 
made retroactive to April last year; in other words, that 
the $2.40 should apply as from Aprillastyear. Nobody can 
understand that but he. It was he, Mr. Chairman, who in 
September last year, just M o r e  the election, increased the 
rate to a 1 5  and now he is protesting that we dFd not go 
back to $2.40 from April last year. Itdoes not m* sense. 
Furthermore, Sir, he is saying that this is a waste of time 
a d  that what we should nowbedoirgis introducing a com- 
prehensive social security scheme. 

Now the Report of the Social Sccurity expert has not 
even yet b e n  completed, and as former Minister of Social 
Services he should know that even if it had been completed 
it would have been absolutely impossible to set up tbe ma- 
chinery m implement it in less than a y ~ ;  but that is nct 
the point. The point is that since 1954 he had a Report by 
a Social Security expert, Mr. Richardson, -up a joint 
contributory Provident Fund immediately, and he did 
nothing about it under three years.Page lOof the Richard- 
son Report given to his Government in 1954 proposed a 
Provident Fund for Old Age Pensioners on a contributory 
basis ranging from 50 cents to 20 cents a week, depending 
on the. category of employrrent and what not. The entire 
basis for operating the scheme was in his hands in 1954. 
In 1961 when he brought in an amendment to the Old Age 
Pensions Act to increase the rate by 35 cents a week, it was 
then in his power to introdwe a Social Security scheme 
based on the Richardson Report. Now heexpects us even if 
we had gotten Mr. Stockman's Report to come in here with 
a cut and dried scheme with all the mechanics established 
and with all the adminisvation arranged within a few days 
after getting the Report which we have not got yet to pro- 
vide this cobny with a Social Security scheme. It is stupid. 
These things take time and the hon. member knows betaer 
than to come in here and beat the air claiming it is a waste 
of time to amend the L)ld Age Pensions Act now to provide 
this increase, when what we should be doing today is in- 
troducing a comprehensive social security scheme. Things 
are not done like that and he knows it. From 1954 he did 
nothing about it and expects us to do it in two weeks. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I too make no apobgy 
for wasting time. I am going to answer the hon. junior mem- 
ber for St. George. When people are down you have to beat 
them W a pulp, and if the hon. member's skin is too tough 
to be beaten, we w i l l  have to stand on it. The hon. member 
comes in here parading.Canhe be serious? Does he under- 
stand begisladon and how Government runs? One Govern- 
ment in Ergland said they were going to nationalise steel; 
another said they were going to denationalise steel, and the 
one that said they were going to denationalise won the elec- 
tion and set about immediately to denationalise s d T h i s  
Government said they were going to increase old age pen- 
sions to $2.40; they did not tell h people $5; so how can 
you come today and say they arewasting time? They won an 
election by tellingthepeople they would increasethe rate to 
$2.40. The hon. member's Government increased the rate to 
&l5 and the hon. junior m b e r  for St. Joseph sat down 
in here during that debate which drove the last nails in their 
coffin. Who is wasting time? 

Mr. Chairman, if anybody wasted time it was the last 
Gowrnment. Not only did they waste time, but they had m 
ideas. Mine is not a criticism; mine is only to show that if 
they wanted to ilo more they could have gone h k  from Ist 
April, but that is oneof the things that caused their Party to 
bse, and their loss was multiple. When it comes to the 
qllestion of the hon. member saying this is a waste of tim, 



hc spoloe as bq on this measure as any otbr hon. mmbcr 
w h  had anything to do with it prcvlously; but if the hoa 
mmber wants to attack the hoa junior m r n h  for St. An- 
drew, tk Minisoer of Social Services,hehsd hetoer choose 
a debate. I do notthink it is fair hr  the hon. member to say 
that this cannot even buy a b d .  Thehon. member should 
not talk about a bread because he did not even give them a 
S-. W e  asked th Government to increase the amount by 
60 cents but t h y  b r o w t  down 35 cents, and now the hon. 
junior member for St. George is tPlWtlg abOut a b d .  The 
present Govenunent told the electorate that they would in- 
crease the rate to $2.40 and they are carrying out that 
pledge. If they did not do that, you would be able to go 
around and say that they were fooling the people. That is 
what you want to do; you want to have a platform and say 
they have not carried out their pledge to the community, and 
I w i l l  say that the Party to whichthe hon. member bebngs 
is a bunch of S-S, eccentric maniacs.They have the 
brass to come in here after being associated with an atro- 
cious Party for the last seven years as Ministers to try to 
behead everybody inside this chamber, and now the hon. 
member has the brass to talk about freedom and helping the 
under-privihpd. The half has not yet been told about the 
atrocious acts of t k  Pmy to which you belong. You are 
lucky to have four members here. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, the hon. member said he 
wants to make no apology for taking time off. As a matter 
of fact, if he remembers all he said on the last occasion, 
I do not think he looked at the Bin at all. What he wants to 
do is to criticise the last Government who lost the election; 
he takes pride in doing that, but we accept that. If the hob 
member says that because we did not change the old age 
pensions from $2.15 to 82.40 that caused us to lose the 
election, that is a matter for him; but if he has reason to 
feel he must continue to cridcise me and beat me to pulp, 
he win never beat me topulp; he is making a big mistake in 
his we, 

Mr. WAUXrrT: Idid not meanphysically. Imeant poli- 
tically, because after all you are sitting down over there 
with the ones who have been beaten to pulp. 

Mr. MILLER: The hon. member is  taking a dig at the 
last Government and takes the opportunity to prod at me, 
but I can take some fun. I more or less frolic in his idea. 
Whether we were talking about Old &Pensioners or flying 
a kite, the hon. member would have to beat the last Gov- 
ernment: It has become a phobia with him. As a matter of 
fact, he is sick. He becomes dull and loses his direction 
if he is not beating the last Government. It is psychological 
and we understand that is his nature. However, I do not 
know that we need go any further. 
1.25 p.m. 

All I said was that we were waiting for this so long 
and the idea of this was just to bridge the gap. At every 
opportunity, because it keeps him alive., the Hon. Minister is 
talking about the past Govemmtirn but that is the only way 
in which he can handle his portfolio. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, the verbiage which the 
hon. junior member for St. George is indulging in has come 
only because of the shock which he received. He has a 
phobia for the last G o v e m n t .  It would be a phobia if I 
still regard them as something important. This is the most 
positive work we have to do and the hon. junior member 
for St. George is only shamehess in his getting up today and 
making protestations. He has absohndy no foundation for 
making any criticism about what is stated because in the 
manifesto of the present Party in power, it was stated that 
they imended to have a wide social programme and as an 
immediate measure t b y  intended to increase the old age 
pension to $2.40. What more do you want? Do you expect 
anybody to agree with you that they should bring down to- 
day a social security scheme after only four months in 
power? An this has come about because tbe hon. junior 
mrnber for St. George and the Party to which he belonged 
were inconplewnt. Ihave not said so because I have a phobia 
but because I have. a phobia for dishonest people. You must 
ham a phobia for criminals. 'lh hon. member is telling this 
Chambcr thatthe Government sboukl be britlging down a 

measure lik social security when it has beenin power for 
only three months. 

The hon. member is saying that you should be doing 
somtthing for the blind. I agree withhim, but I do not agree 
to your paying any person who is blind an old age pension. 
What I said before, I win again repeat. Giving the blind 
sormthing is idedlistic: but the problem is  that you have to 
watch what it means in the community in which we live. One 
of the criticisms which the hon. senior member for the 
City has to face is that he feeds able-bodied men. Do not 
mind that a man may be able-bodied; he may be unemployed. 
You cannot go too quickly for a scheme unless you have 
given a ful l  examination of the whole scheme.Sir, who can 
have more phobia than the group to which the hon. member 
belonged? 

l'he question that Clause 3 stand part was put and 

reso lved  in the affirmative without division.  

Clause  4 was  called. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: I beg to move that Clause 4 
stand part, 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

Mr. H'LGBANDS: This is the Clause on which I want to 
make a few remarks. Ilistened to a former speech made by 
the hon, senior member for thecity and I got the impress- 
ion that the hon. member was a bit puzzled because he 
thought that a Minute which had come from the Postmaster 
General informing the Government that there were people 
on the Pension Claims Committees wlm wanted an increase 
in remuneration - that such a claim was extraordinary and 
unexpected. lam not surprised that the hon. senior mem- 
ber for the City did associate the timing of that claim with 
the bringing into effect of the main amendment of this Bill, 
the increase of 92.40 a week whereold age pension is con- 
cerned. But as the Hon. Minister ofSocia1Service.s pointed 
out, there was no connection whatsoever in that increase and 
the request by members of the Pension Claims Committee 
for increase in remuneration. 

I cantell this Chamber, Sir, that I am well aware al- 
though there may be found in this Island many people who 
are quite ready and willing to serve on these Committees 
without asking for any form of remuneration, yet there is a 
growing spirit in Barbados that people who serve on these 
Committees should be paid. 

I am not going to bring any tales out of school but on a 
certain School Board a certain motion has heen resisted 
wbre members of that Board wanted to have their services 4 
remunerated; therefore, I was very sorry after the hon. 
senior member for the City so* to single out names ad, 
as a matter of fact, he mendo& the names of two clergy- 
men and said nobody would want to associate claims from 
members of that Body with that Minute. May be, he is right 
and may be, he is absolutely wrong. 

I repeat, there is a growingfeeling -and my sympathy 
goes with the Government - that people who serve on these 
Committees should be paid. I believe the Postmaster Gener- 
al gave the correct information and I was wry  sorry to hear 
that criticism of this officer and the Government being 
warned to go very slowly in listening to the information 
which that responsible Civil Servant has to give. 

The Government would be well advised to take such ad- 
vice because there is a growing spirit in this Island of 
Barbados that people who serve on theseCommittees want 
to be paid for it and, I repeat, a motion such as that had to 
be resisted on a School Board bymembers.That is a fact, 
not fancy. I am amember of theSchool Board. I do not want 
to bring tales out of school. 

Mr. Chairman, I do not think that I should say anything 
more. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, before you put the 
question, I would not Ilke that to bctakenintb way in which 



it has been taken by my colleague. So far as what the hon. 
member has said in relation to this Bill, I accept the sug- 
gestion given by the Hon. Premier that cases have been 
made out that you put it at $3,60 so as to compensate for 
motor car allowances or bus fares. You accept the recom- 
mendation because the quantum of this allowance is not 
what it should be when you take into consideration the in- 
creased cost of travelling. I agree with the hon. senior 
member for the City; but what my colleagm has now said, 
if that is getting into the Government's head, let us  say right 
here and now, you canchase away allof the people on these 
Boards who are getting money and put people of confidence 
in their places. I have served on a number of these Boards 
and I have told Government Bodies that if you put me on 
the Committee, you will haw to pay me, W e  can find suf- 
ficient people to put on these Boards without paying them; 
but when you want to put efficient people and they feel that 
they are independent, then they can come and tell you that 
if you want them there, youwillhaveto pay them. We know 
why we pay members of these Boards, It is because we do 
not want people to be out of pocket. 
1.35 p.m 

Therefore you give him a little berry and you can look 
smart; but you have to train that man and let him know that 
this is an element of democracy; if aman is put on a high- 
way Committee his contribution is getting to know how to 
run !!lis country and you are no: asking him to serve the 
community at the risk of bsing his ownpersonal business. 
If the Mayor can serve the Municipality for $200 a month 
that i s  all right, but when you come to these little "nay- 
nay*' Boards, what do you mean? The Office of the Mayor 
must be of greater importance than when one serves on 
these little Boards, You do not want the people who are 
serving on tbe Old Agepension Board to be pensioners too. 
In our era we have to stress theco-operati~ aspect in aJl 
the phases of our Government activities and that applies to 
the people who serve on Committees and Boards. 

Mr. Chairman, I have served on many Committees and 
Boards which have n o w  to do with my work as such. I 
have served on Boards and there is one Board I have in 
mind in respect of which money is paid and that is the Sugar 
Industry Agricultural Bank Board on which hon. members 
are servirq. Many of us came into public life because we 
were willing to serve freely. Do not let us get tbe idea that 
the only way in which you can set up new Boards and &m- 
mittees is that people must be paid for serving on such 
Boards and Committees. On all of theseSchoolBoards you 
put people who are interesred in these things. 

hlr. MOTTLEY: Mr, Chairman, what the hon. member 
has said has really shocked me although it may be true. I 
have been in politics for some time and changes have been 
brought about and you have a lot of peopk serving on these 
Boards. I have served on the Harrison College School Board 
for many years and I have found that on that Board there 
have been many people of intelligence, people who have 
been able to guide the destiny of the School. I have. been 
serving on the Housing Authority and I was paid no money; 
I am shocked from what the hon. member has said that he 
resisted the idea. The last Government particularly said 
that they were not going to put any politicians on Boards 
and by that they meant that they were not putting politicians 
whom they did not like, because I saw politicians and super- 
politicians not only placed onba rds  but Isaw that the hon. 
member for St. Peter was kicked off a Board. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Which member for St. Peter? I am 
speaking on a point of order. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I mean the hon. senior member for 
St. Peter. I am wondering if you had made a request that 
you be paid. ( 451 DES) Z said that the hon. senior member 
for St. Peter was kicked off a Board and the Speaker was 
also kicked off a Board. I am wondering ,..... 

Mr. HBBANJX: On a point of order. A motion to have 
members remunerated was turned down. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I was wondering if that is why the hon. 
senior member for St. Peter and th hon. senior member 

for St, Lucy were kicked off the Board. Really and truly 
what I am concerned about is that I am shocked to hear 
what the hon. junior member for St. Peter has said; but 
you can get people who have sufficient confidence in the 
Government to serve. On the other hand, if you want to 
select what are known as yard fowls, the colossally ignorant 
people, well, you can do that. You have servirg on Boards 
people who do not draw anything except what they receive 
as members of such Boards. In everyparishof this Island 
you can find three people who would be able and willing to 
serve on the Old Age Pensions Claims Committee without 
receiving one cent, just as you will  have people on the Pub- 
lic Assistance Committees who would work without re- 
ceiving any money. 

I feel that Sn this country today when you are wtting - 
it may be an indictment - thirty-six peoph putdng up to the 
Postmaster General that they are only getdng so much and 
so much for servbg on a Board -1 am shocked about that. - Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: On a point of order. Som 
members ....... 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Wel l  them, those members should be 
asked to leave. You have an artisan in the person of Mr. 
Greaves who was Chairman of the Coleridge-ParrySchool 
Board and he never asked for one cent for serving on that 
Board. He was a blacksmith, he reared a family in this 
island and he served on a Board; but because he is not a 
yard fowl, they kicked him off. 
1.45 P.m 
If you are going to do that...... 

Mr. HLBBANIX: On a point of order, the gentleman 
to whom the hon. member is referring is still a member of 
the Akandra School Board. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I said the Cobridge-Parry School, 
I am not suggesting that you should walk about and take up 
somebody because he is some ignorant planter and put him 
on any Board; but you have people in all walks of life who 
woukl be willing to serve on these Boards, and I am sur- 
prised that you have increased the remuneration for people 
serving on Boards Ilke that. The members onthe Harrison 
Colbgei Board, Combermere Board and otber SchoolBoards 
do not receive one cent. They are willing to serve on these 
Boards, and there are people in all  walks of life, people 
in humble walks of life, people in the middle class walks 
of life and people in the upper class walks of life, and 
therefore I do not care who was annoyed, I could not agree 
with the Minute which came from the Postmaster saying 
that the members of the Pension Claims Committee warned 
an increase. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, l hate to inter - 
rupt the hon. senior member for the City, but perhaps un- 
wittingly he is conveying tk impression that these people 
are for the first time b e h  remunerated. From the time old 
age pensions began to bepaid, theprinciilewas established 
to pay the members of the Pensions Claims Committee, 
All that has been done now is to increase the remuneration 
on the grounds that since August everything has gone up. 
The rates in 1951 should be higherelevenyears later, and 
there has been no revision of h rates paid for eleven 
years. But the principle for payment was already there. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am sorry if I shoukl convey that 
impression. The principle for payment is there, but the 
Premier has by his own admission in his speech said that 
we have a slender budget This is onlyS960. I am not sug- 
gesting that you should refuse this. You can go abng with 
this to establish the confidence of people in the country, and 
when I come to deal with the Premier's speech, I am going 
to deal with that. You must show that you can get people to 
serve on these Boards; it oes not matter wkther it was 
a Conservative or Labour %, rnment whichestablished it. 
There are people willing to serve on an tkse Boards and 
I am surprised to hear the note read by the Premier. I do 
not want to call names again hecause I how there an? in 
s o w  of these areas Rectors who would dothis. You are do- 
ing a social service, because you tax people to help to re- 
pair their houses; so why can't thesepeoplesit on a Board 
once a week? 



Mr. HLSBANIS: I do not think anything Isaid involved 
any Rector in this Island. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: The majority of these Boards have 
Rectors on them, but as far as I am wncerped, I would 
abolish the members of that Board. The members who 
serve in the Local Government on various Committees w i l l  
tell you that they serve without being paid one cent and they 
sit possibly every day in every week; so the note frsm the 
Postmaster saying that somof the manbers asked for this 
increase is absolute nonsenk. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, I did not wantto enter this 
&bate, but if and when honest and decent-minded people 
read this thing in the papers tomorrow concerning the re- 
marks made relative to the remuneration of these officers, 
the right type of person would not accept it. h does not 
sound good at all; it is adisgrace. Here it is: you have peo- 
ple to serve on a Board.There are some people who 
may want an increase, and there areothers who wil l  serve 
on an honorary basis. The ones who want to do it on an 
honorary basis are not supposed to draw the remunerations 
and the ones who are not in a position and do not feel to 
leave it w i l l  draw it, becausethesepeoplehave to buy their 
motor cars and they have to pay taxes and do other things, 
and if they ask for a slight increase in remuneration - at 
least I would call it travelling allowance - you cannot be 
vexed with them. 

Now there are some people who can do everything in 
this world for nothing, but there are others who cannot. 
But do not let us fool'ourselves; theones who can do it for 
nothing have somebody else topay for it. It is being paid for 
in some way or in some form or fashion, and when these 
people read this in the paper, those who have not been out 
of their way to ask for an increase and knowing that they are 
members of a Pension Claims Gmmime in some parish 
or other will resign, because nobody will know who is who. 
I may be a member in St. Joseph, but I do not draw a cent 
at all nor have I asked for anythbg; but the people in St. 
Lucy reading the paper will feel thaf the member for St. 
Joseph is one of @m too. The Government should write 
to these people asking them if they are willing to serve 
honorarily; those who say  willrema remain and those who 
say ''no*' will go, and we will look for other members to 
put on the Board. 

Mr. Chairman, Ido not like too much freeness; so do 
not expect all these people to give their services for 
nothing when they have to pay taxes. It is not fair to me 
having to pay taxes and giving all of my services for nothing 
while my brother on my right has to pay his taxes but is 
getting paid for his services. Some member went so far as 
to say in a sotto W ce  remark that the Rectors warn more 
money than anybody else; but they have to live; they have 
to pay their debts and they havetopay for everything; so it 
does not sound good. The Minister made it clear that they 
were not increasing the remuneration in the same way that 
they were increasing the pension, but I understand from the 
Minisoer that these things were asked for bng ago. It is not 
a matter that you are increasing thepensions and increas- 
ing the remuneration of the Committee as well. I would say 
that a man ought not to be ashamed to pay his bills, and if 
he uses for the year five gallons of gasolene, he has to pay 
for it; therefore you should not expect him to pull his 
pocket to buy gasobne to perform this service for nothing. 
A s  I have said, Mr. Chairman, there are a lot of people who 
can do things for nothing, but whilethey are doing tbem for 
nothlng, s m b c d y  else has to pay for them 
1.55 PJIL 

Mr. LYNCH: I think the last hon. member who spoke 
may well re-orientate his thhkhg when he gets into what 
is known a s  the Municipal area. This is an area where 
much voluntary service is done. Icantellthe hon. member 
that not one of us  havedrawnonecent for trawlling allow- 
ance a l t h o e  the money is tbere for the drawing, and it 
d a s  show that there are people sti l lwil l ing to give wlun- 
taryservice. 

Mr. SMTTH: Mr. Chairman, I rise on apoint of order. 
I am not going to k the hon, member get away with any- 

thing, They are rrembers who live in the City; therefore 
when they drive from their homes to the City Council, honr 
can they expect to draw travelling allowance? The hon. 
member lives in Roebuck Sveet and if he goes to the City 
Council and ask for travelling allowance, he should be 
locked up. He does not live half a mile away. I am talking 
of those members who have to drivetento twelve miks to 
get there. 

Mr. LYNCH: Sir, half m& everyday for a period of 
years would swell it to something. What lam saying is  that 

none of us in the City Council draws travellicg allowance. 
This request for increase in remuneration in my opinion 
is ill-timed because if the Means Test is raised, fewer 
people would qualify, therefore there would be less work 
and, if that is so, why should people on these Pension 
Claims Committees get more money for less work? 

The question that Clause 4 stand part was put and 

resolved in the offirnative without division. 

Clause 5 was called and passed.  

On motion of Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS, s ec imded  by 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON, Mr. CHAIRUAN reported the 
passin g of one Bill in Committee. 

Mr. SPMKER resumed dre Chair and reported 

accordingly. 

On separate motions of Hon. A. DaC. EDWARLX, 

seconded by Hon. C. G. FERGUSSON, in each case ,  the 

Bill was  read a third time and passed.  

SIJSPENSDN OF SITTING 
Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that 

this Session be now suspended for three quarters of an hour. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
The question was  put cmd resolved in the affirmative 

without division, and Mr. SPEAKER suspended the Sitting 

accordingly.  

2.04 p.m 
On resumption: 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I observe that 
there is no quorum and I ask that the Bell be rung. 

The bell w a s  rung and a quorum u n s  obtained. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, lam asking for 
leave to revert to Government Business. 

Mr. MILLER: Sir, I notice that at this stage you are 
reverting to Government Business, but this is a stage when 
you do not revert to Government Business. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Am Ito understand that the hon. junior 
member for St. George is objecting to leavebeing granted? 
2.55 p.m 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaket, since there 
seems to be an objection to the granting of leave, I am 
asking Wve to withdraw my request for leave for the re- 
version to Government Business. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Under Private Members* Business...... 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: No, Sir.1 am moving that we 
revert to Gowrnment Business and that Order No. 2 be 
the next Order of the day under that Head. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. MIUER: Mr. Speaker, before the question is put, I 
do not know that it is correct that by a motion you can 
change the Standing Orders of the House when we are in the 
dme for Private Members' Business. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, Ibeliew that the 
hon. member was present this morning when we suspended 
Standing Orders Nos. 5.14 ard 18 of this House. Perhaps 
the hon. member was not then in his place. 



Mr. MILLER: I did not know that; I heard it from the 
Hon. Leader of the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member will remember that 
we are not now in Committee. 

Mr. MILLER: I am asking your permission to speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Threestanding Orders were suspended 
this morning; they were  Standing Orders Nos. 5.14 and 18. 
Now a motion has been made that Order No. 2 be taken as 
the next Order of the Day. 

Mr. MILLER: Ifthe suspension of these Standing Or- 
ders took place this morning, then there was no need for a 
motion. I certainly did not understand that we were sus- 
pend& Private Members' Business. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is what has actually happened, and 
also all the items under Governrnem Business have been 
exempted from the provisions of Standing Order No, 5 with 
the resultthat we can go on with Gowrmnent Business 
however controversial it may be, umil whatever hour the 
House sees fit to go on tonight. 

Mr. MILLER: I understand that the Hon. Leader uf the 
House is desirous of m through with these Estimates, 
but homstly when these Standing Orders were suspended 
this morning Idid not know that wehad suspended the Stand- 
ing Order in relation to Private Members' Business. That 
being so, it would not be in order for me to make a new 
request. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day under %v- 
ernrnent Business wi l l  be Order No. 6. 

Mr. MILLER: I understand Your Honour to say that we 
have susperaded the Standing Orders in relation to Private 
Members ' Business. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We suspended not merely Standing Or- 
der No. 5 but all the relevantStandinnOrders so that Gov- 
ernment Business might be proceeded withfromthebegin- 
ning to theend of this dayBsSession,even including the time 
for the suspension of the sitting. 

Mr. MILLER: I hate to resist any ruling which Your 
Honour gave on this matter, but you must pardon me. The 
Hon. Leader of the House suspended the Standing Orders 
so that we wuld proceed with today's Government Business; 
but we can proceed with Private Members' Business next 
Tuesday. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, and I do not think that the hon. 
member will allow the matter to go unchallenged as he did 
today. 

The question that Order No. 2 under Government 

Business be taken as the next a d e r  of the Day was  put  

and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

APPROPRIATION BILL 
Mr. SPEAKER: When the debate on this Aqpropriation 

Bin was adjourned on the last occasion, it was adjourned 
on the motion of thehon. junior memkr for Christ Church, 
seconded by the hon. senior member for St. Peter. The bon. 
junior member for Christ Churchis wwemirJedto resume 
his speech if he feels so disposed to do, but it is atdrely 
optional for him if he wants to resume his speech h was on 
his motion that the further consideration of this Bifl was 
postponed. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker,, I am speaking now. I 
want to say at the beginning that when w e  caxm in here this 
morning at 10 o'clock, little did Your Honour or I think 
that I would be speakbig at 2 0'clockp.m. on the Estimates, 
although you did ask me if I would speak, h is really after 
2 o'clock and we are now resumirrg thedebare on the Esd- 
mates foa the currem year. Last week the I h b  Premiw: 
gave us so- picture of the financialpositionof the island 

as it stands today and he alsopresented the Budget at t e a s  
in a new form which takes out the Capital Expenditure pro- 
posed for this year to be dealt with between now and the end 
of June. He has brought in an Appropriation Bill for the 
current expenditure of the island for a year. That is not 
unexpected because in the past when the Premier was in the 
Opposition, he had always asked theGovernrnent toproduce 
the Budget in that form. Now that it falls to his lot to inuo- 
duce the Budget for these threeyears,hehas taken the op- 
portunity of changing the position right away. I commend 
him for that because, as he has explained, in three months' 
time we will be in a bemr position to assess the finances 
of the Island in respect of our crop which is the main source 
of our income, a d  the balance of revenue you have 
after all of our bills have been paid. 

In the past we have always had to -, and we 
have had experiences over the last ten years of the Gov- 
ernment budgeting for a surplus of say, $200,000, and ending 
up with a surplus of $2 million or $3 million. 
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I agree with the Hon. Premier that when we look back 
over tk last ten years the taxpayers and people of this is- 
land have been overtaxed to the tuneof $15 million. Som of 
u s  would say that it must have been a good thing in the past, 
because at least today we have these balances to fall back 
on. T b t  is not good budgetirig, and it i s  not my way of 
thinking, because you have been emacting out of the 
economy of this Island $2 1/2 million more than you intend- 
ed, money that could have been put to good productive use 
to help stkngthen the economy; but instead it has b e n  
extracted and witMrawn from circulation and sent overseas 
in inwments ,  and we are now at the point of realisation 
that over the last three years the economy of this Island 
has not moved forward one iota. To me that is a dark spot 
on the future of Barbados. 

Mr. Speaker, we were given a White Paper in the latter 
part of last year when the last Government introduced a 
Five Year Plan of Ikvebpment and taxation, and it was 
there for all of us to see without going back three years 
that the economy had not kept pacewithother things in the 
Island. Well, w e  are just livhg off that: and unless this 
Government can inject into theeconomyof this Island some 
new force, some nau capital by way of directing it kre, it 
w i l l  be a sad plight for us in the years to come. I believe 
I can speak if not with authority with wisdom that this is 
going to be the first year that we are going to see a re- 
duction in terms of income tax. It has not been so in the 
past, but it is so now. Our expenses in this Island have been 
rising and unless we can produce more, the two come to- 
gether eventually, and youhave less withwhichto keep this 
Island going. 

I know that the Mon. Premier is worried when he is 
faced with the plight that the reserves which we had just a 
few months ago, not a s a r  ago, in the Equalhation F d  - 
$7 million - have been used up because the last Govern- 
ment lost its opportunity to raise capital wkn  they should 
have done it at the outset of the development of the Deep 
Water Harbour. I was a member, Mr. Speakeb of the Com- 
mime which sat on the efficacy of the Deep Water Harbour. 
The hon. sentor memkr  for St. Peter was Chairman, and i n  
those days we were told fromtheColonial~ice that firnds 
could have been raised at 4 l/%, and it was based on that 
imerest that we wentintothisprojectTheGovernmena was 
warned, if mt by m b c r s  of &c &use, by, Iam sure, m- 
~le from overseas that 'the darrsnd of car,ital t h r o b u t  
;he workl was so great that ttre interest rat& were r k g .  
Do not think that the immst rates have been put up for 
Barbdos or tven for th West Mies alone; there is a 
workl demand for capital for devebpment, from India right 
around the worM, and in lqge sums. We& there is a limib 
because what is capital but sav&gs?This has beea in great 
demand; and today we see that the interest rams throw&out 
the world, ewn in America, are very high. and in England 
and in the sterling area it is 7 l/!& but we lost that oppor- 
tunity of making our bans avaLlable for the developmm of 
the Deep Waher Harbour. We could not rais i t  at 7 l/%, 
and we had m alternative but to revert to our hidden ba- 



lances in the Equdlisaticm Fud ond other sources, and to- 
day the new Govermncnt is faced with the situation that 
the balances we have had in the past haw beem used up. 
They have not been wasted, and Idonot wish to alann any- 
one, whether he is in the lsland or outside, that the financial 
positkm in Barbados is such that he sboukl ndt bring money 
here. 

Mr. Speaker, I am not an alarmist, and I am coming to 
the point *re I would exhort the Premier to realise that 
it is only a phase, because we have seen the bank rate re- 
duced three times in recent months, and it seems as if it 
is declhbg. I can only hope that this decline will continue, 
because, as I heard owr  the radio a couple of nights ago, 
there is a return of confidence in the p o d  sterling in 
England and that w i l l  influence the bankratein future. Tbe 
Hon. Premier is about to raw a ban now; he said he 
would have to raise a loan from somesource, and it is his 
duty to see that the interest rates are as small as he pos- 
sibly can achieve, because it w i l l  be an added burden to 
finance the bans iftheinterest rates are kept high. He is 
now faced with this Buiget of Expenditure, let alone the 
capital expenditure, that will  have to be found for the year, 
and a deficit of almost $2 million.Wein Barbados who are 
not accustomed to budgeting on the deficit side are apt to 
shulder and think that things are bad. I know it is  his duty 
at all times to see from what source revenue can be achiev- 
ed, because you cannot budget in a deficit way for any length 
of time; you have to pay your bills. I do feel that the finan- 
ces of this Island are still healthy enough to prevent him 
from running into a policy of taxation that will do more 
harm to the economy of this Island. The cost of living is  
already high in  Barbados, and for that reason I am warning 
the Premier that he should not attempt to increase duty 
on people or on products that are essential; and when I 
say essential, with the increased standard of living today, 
it does not mean purely food. 

When Mr. Jacobs made his Report to rhe Government in 
the latter part of last year on the new rates for the Civil 
SeIvice, he had a look at the finances of this Island. 
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Sir, the resources that were there at that time were 
such that Mr. Jacobs came to the conclusion that this Is- 
land could afford $2 million or $3 million in increases of 
salaries to the Civil Servants because he was nor told then 
by the Government that that money was needed for tempor- 
ary advances to the Deep Water Harbour. That is where 
they must have gone wrong. There must have been the in- 
formatiol that they could not have raised the loan at in- 
terest rate of 7 l/% and they must have needed this money, 
because in a matter of months they used it all up. They 
used up $7 million out of one Fund. 

This is what Mr. Jacohs said as regards the state of 
Govenunent's finances as he saw it at the latter part of 
last year: 

'Tinatmcia.1 considerations call for a cbser  look than 
economic ones. There is first of an the qumbn of the 
money that the Governsmnt has at its disposalwhich could 
immediately be used to meet the cost of the revision of 
the current year. This question in turn has to be considered 
in the light of the reserves that the Government has that 
might be re~uired if there should be a shortfall in  the 
revenue or an unavoidable excess on th estimated expen- 
diture - any such difficulty wou;ld of course be accentuated 
by an increased salaries bill." 

Hewemon to say - 
'I have also ~carefuny consider& whcthtr I should 

examine the amount of reserves in relation to the Govern- 
ment's Devebpwnt Plan and I have concluded that I 
should not*' 

He meant to say that that was a matoer for the Gown- 
ment but he was go- to look at the reserves which thy 
had here in I.elation to the salaries. He goes on to say:- 

'? have indicated earlier that Ido not think it is really 
open to the Government to offset shortfalls from expecta- 
tions as regards borrowing by cmailing salary increases 
that are essential and I assume that the Government wiU be 
able to raise the loan required to meet commitments al- 
ready emred  into in respect of Capital expenditure under 
the Development Plan, including advances for the Deep 
Water Harbour made from the reserves." 

This is what he has dodo. I-k presumes that the Gov- 
ernment has made arrangements to finance the Capital 
Development Plan, and even what they have been commitbed 
to under the Deep Water Harbour; therefore, when he came 
to these fat reserves he felt that he could use them up. 

Mr. Speaker, the increased salary bill of $2 million or 
$3 million is money which would be spent in this Island. It 
would be spent here: therefore, the Government would be 
stting quite a large share of it in income tax, therefore, 
they will be getting back some good part of it. That has gone 
by, and it is the Premier's job to say that we have been 
satisfied that the increases are liberal and itis for him to 
see that the administration does a good job. It is also for 
him to see that the CivilServantspulltheir weight and that 
the Heads do not ask for personnel when the work can be 

done with the existing personneL let them be satisfied that 
in the context of Barbados we have privikgedand well paid 
Civil Servants. I know from my experience in Bridgetown 
that many Civil Servants are drawing salaries far above 
what execukives inBridgetown are drawing, and there are 

attached to them which are not attached to the 
ones in Bridgetown. The Government has been faced with 
that and it L now up to thepresent Government to see that 
they get their return in good work and efficiency and not 
what we hear of today.This stampede at four o'clock should 
cease: and if *at is  done and all the other things remedied, 
they would have the backing of the entire Island. 

I do believe that people should be well paid for what 
they do; but we also have to think that if all the money is to 
be spent in one direction, we would not be able to do enough 
for the underprivileged, and that is what wehave been sent 
here to look after. 

Now, I come to another thing which we have to keep in 
our minds' eye continually, not only at Budgettime, but all 
time: and it is that the backbone of the economy of this 
Island is still tbe sugar industry, no matter how hard we 
have been trying over the last few years to diversify the 
economy and encourage other people to bring in new indus- 
tries. 

The economy of this Island is still the sugar industry 
and this year the agricultural estimate is 170,000 tons of 
sugar. Of that 170,000 tom of sugar, 131,000 tons w i l l  enjoy 
the bounty from the British Government at a very remun- 
erative price. Ten thousand tons will be sold on the bca l  
domestic market at a reasonably good price which would 
equate that given by the British Government, But when we 
come to 29,000 tons which would be sold on the World Mar- 
ket and, Mr. Speaker, today World Marketprices for sugar 
is in the vicinity of $105 per ton whereas we are going to 
get between 6250 and $260 a ton for that sold to the British 
Government. That 29,000 tons,ifand whensold at that rate, 
is going to pull down the overall structure of the 170,000 
tons of sugar. We were hoping two years ago after the Cuba- 
American incident that the American Government would 
have given the West Indies a quota for some of their sugar 
and at prices that they were giving Cuba. If we had achieved 
that, this 29,000 tons of sugar could have been sold in the 
American market at prices relating to what we are getting 
from the United Kingdom Government and we would be in a 
very happy position indeed. The Government, the plantation 
owner, the peasantproprietor and the worker would have all 
benefitted; but we are faced with this 29,000 tons of sugar 
this year having to be sold at what we call ridiculously b w  
prices. You either take it or you keep the sugar here. 
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That explains p a m  why the plantation or factories 
today have to reduce the first payment oncanes to $14 per 



ton because they do not know what they are getting for that 
$29,000 tons of sugar. They wi l l  have the same wages they 
pay on the 10,000 tons consumed here as on the 3.31,000 
tons which is going to the free market. If you can find some 
other agricultural crop to take the place of sugar to the tune 
of 29,000 tons at the same economic price of the 131,000 
tons, i t  would be the Government's duty to insist that this 
is done. If we could grow coconuts to produce the equiva- 
lent of 29,000 tons of sugar at $250 a ton, it would be the 
Premier's duty to insist that that bedone.These are facts 
with which we are  faced and it is  what the people should 
understand. Pwple often jump off on the fact that this is  
only money to be thrown away; we want to continue to pay 
our way as we have been doing all along, becadse if there 
is one independence that Barbadians know of, it is econo- 
mic inde-pendence, but let us think of the other indepen- 
dence we have. When you canpay your way you are indepen- 
dent; but when you have to ask the British Government to 
help you to finance your Government expenses, then you 
lose your independence. 

There are  still many people in Barbados who have 
great faith in the future of this Island. We have heard about 
flights of capital because there are some people who do not 
integrate into the life and economy of this island to the 
extent they should do. They only see the surface; they see 
a few little shadows around the area and they take fright. 
Our people in Barbados, however, seem to be made of 
sterner stuff than that and I am sure that we will live 
through this period. With thedynamic leadership of t k  new 
Government - I used the Premier's words - we can find 
something to replace that part of the sugar industry which 
is unprofitable: and even if we have to give over some of 
our line of projects which are  moreeconomic, we shall do 
so, although in Barbados it has been said for generations 
that all Barbadians are  agriculturalists at heart, first, 
second and third. 

The hon. Premier also touched on the question of rum 
and he gave a note of advice to the run1 industry and those 
who control the rum industry in the matter of promoting 
more actively our rum in the overseas market. This i s  
nothing new. Many of our visitors agree with us  that Bar- 
bados rurn is far superior to anything else you get around 
the West Indies. The mere fact that we can ship our rum 
from Canada back to Australia and New Zealand as we a re  
doing today, testifies to the fact that our matured rum stands 
up and is likened to brandy. Of course, it must be aged and 
properly blended; then i t  has to beproperly distilled; but I 
agree that a greater effort in the outside world should be 
made to promote Barbados rum. Iremember t h a  about ten 
or  twelveyearsago, just after hostilities came to an end, 
we were enjoying a good market in the outside world and 
we were flooded by mushroom businessmen to export rum; 
people who had never bottled rum before came into the 
market. They got the rum straight fromthestiU, boaled i t  
and sent it up to America. They killed themselves and they 
also helped to kill the industry. They sent up rum which 
should never have been exported. 

I think that one of the members of my family was in- 
strumental in trying to form an association so as  to prevent 
that sort of thingfromtakbplace.Therewas to be a Cer- 
tificate of Age before rum is allowed togo out of the island 
for export, but that felt through. These mushroom liquor 
dealers also fell through, because the market became flood - 
ed and they went out of business leavingthose who are  only 
rum dealers. I would like to tell the Premier that the w s t  
of advertising anything in any of these countries or to sell 
rum runs into money. To put an advertisement campaign in 
London today, the cost of doingthat would run into the vici- 
nity of $1 millionand youdo notexpect to get results in the 
first  year either. You must have an intensive promotional 
scheme and we do not know what would be the result even 
after that. All of that has been thought out; w e  have esti- 
mates as to the advertising costs of our products in the big 
countries and tha.t runs into a lot of money; but if any he$ 
can be given to the export tradeof the rum industry, that is 
in the interest not only of those who participate in it but 
in the interest of theGovernrnentasweLIt is for the Gov- 
ernment to call in the Rum Committee and k t  them put up 

proposals a s  to how best this matter can be handled. 
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I do not know if the Premier knows that today there 
are  producing rum in Canada. They a re  distiJling rum in 
Canada from molasses, not from the British Caribbean 
area, but from wherever they can get it cheaper; so they 
are  now competing with us. They actually have a Canadian 
brand of rum called 'Bridgetown", because they have a 
Bridgetown in one of their maritime provinces. Well, you 
can draw your conclusions. We used to hear of the Japanese 
manufacturing goods and labelling them "E3irrningham", 
and they named a town 'Birmingham" for that purpose; 
but the Canadians happen to have a Bridgetown and they 
have a Canadian Bridgetown rurn being sold incanada. That 
goes to show the problems we a re  up against when we think 
we have a good market for Barbados rum in Canada. T k y  
a re  paying domestic excise duties whereas we haw to pay 
an outside tariff. When you know these things, you think 
again and you do not say the things that you would other- 
wise have said. 

Mr. Speaker, I welcome the Premier'sproposals and I 
am glad to know that he is interested in the export trade. He 
mentioned rum, but I know i t  is not only from that export 
trade that we get dollars with which to buy the things we 
need which we do not produce. From the increase to Civil 
Servants we can get back s o m  income tax, but we cannot 
do that forever; it is the outside dollars that we need just 
as much The other fellow wants to get our dollars o r  
pounds from us. The Premier has been keeping a watchful 
eye on some of the recurrent costs in Barbados; i t  is his 
duty and I am glad to seethat an attempt has been made to 
ask theTransport Board to put their housein order. We a re  
not a wealthy nation and we luaow that in some parts of the 
world transport has to be subsidised. We are prepared to 
do that, but there is also a form of subsidisation by way 
of gasolene tax which they are getting along with the private 
concessionaires, and with these new buses whichthey have 
got, they have no right coming here year after year and 
telling us that they want another $150,000 and that next year 
they would not come for it. Wbenthe time comes, they will  
say they meant the following year. You have to call a halt 
somewhere. They can puttheir administrative ability along- 
side that of the private concessionaires and see how they 
come out. We warned the last Government about that, but 
we never realised that i t  would have snowballed so quickly 
and so fast. 

Mr. Speaker, if this is permimed to go on, i t  will o&' 
be a matter of time when t h y  will come here for an in- 
crease. It w i I l  not be $150,000, i t  will be $250,000; and i t  
w i l l  go on until we get into the millions and we will have to 
sav what we said with the railways - ''no can do". I have 
bekn through the Estimates of revenue rather carefully and 
I think that b y  a re  Estimates on existing rates both of cus- 
toms and others and cannot be expected to exceed this 
amount. But I think that what we miss from the Premier's 
speech more than anything else was something to tell us 
about the happenings and the expected ~ r o f i t s  from the Deep 
Water Harbour. 

The Deep Water Harbour, Mr. Speaker, has cost the 
taxpayers of this Island $31 million. It is a service and we 
have seen the 'benefits already to the community; but surely 
nobody in Government can spend $31 million and not e q e c t  
to get revenue to at least not only service the ban, but, if 
possible, put something into the till torelievetaxation at a 
future date. We have spent $31 million and I can only say 
that we have seen visually that there seems to be an in- 
crease in freight coming into the Island; there is a quicker 
turn around of ships; and I would like to ask if Government 
or  anybody else has takenupthemamr at conference kwl 
with steamship companies which put a surtax on us a couple 
of years ago when they cla@ed that the ships could not be 
turned around fast em@ in Barbados bscause of poor 
workmanship. That could not apply today. Ashipgets away 
from there now in a matter of hours; therefore that has 
been put on us as a burden and the consumers are paying 
for it throt& increased rates. I want to know if anybody 
has taken up the m w r  at conference level to h a w  sur - 
charge which was put on us taken off. 



Wc Ba\e to find r,k increased arnnwr so to carry on 
i!?e h.!mljcipdi;lit\; ofEridgetownfor another year. &is there- 
i;:re, Mr. Pmrriter, your concern because it i s  under your 
+!lnfoEo whitn  dezB \ q i ~  t k  financtng of this Island. 

%1= Kor&ern and Sodwrn Disvict  Councils wi l l  sirni- 
Par@ 'ce. : ' a d  and t-hey w i l l  have to face the realities of 
havLr, to i n c w s e  tuaticm sihe~. tkjr come to it. 

I ZG not know what is tk Government's intenticn al- 
though t A k  Fbr~ Premzer has said that lae is going to be 
.xr$. ztr.ic:t on su&plernemarv Resolutions coming to this 
House. I an: oot orn of those who f r ~ 1  that Local Govern- 
ment can be ahUs'M. It just carmt he abolished. You can 
t m  it into a Government Department but it would cost 
rme rrwmr an,d p g k  would get less service. Local Gov- 
ernmm kaks after t k  &S of the underprivileged, and by 
its sdrr;is;;'ation yod sekct from among tbse people the 
pmpb wiwrr! ycm think can best serve. 
3,55 g*m 

Vr, Speaker, 'i wrsh ~ a i n  tr, commeqd the iion. Pre- 
mier :or <SF: nmrsr in w h i c h f ~ l u s i n t r o d i ~ d  the Appro- 
p r u c l )  Bill, and we wi t l  look ioward w i r h  even mcre in- 
~.i.p,s: tn tl3 mrcjifuctic'l~~ E3erww11 I ~ W  and June of his E3- 
drnaxs in relath n to Capital Expenditure, I-Ir: will then have 
had an oyLportujzity of hsariii what bn. members have to 
say triday, h e  wiE have the re-ai-&on of L !  public and a re- 
zsse:;smm cf tiw trade finances oftll~, island so *at be can 
r r , t zL~  Y S G I I ~  ar&jrsis ot what he inin'isnds to do and 
we 3 ~ :  it) th mxt two or three years. Xds i s  &Pm- 
mnk;'3 ihsr o p w r n ~ i t y .  L know that hehas couras ,  but he 
me& &at courage today became we are at the crossroads. 
Tt& i jHands an Wlision of somethim ~ o L " ,  t l l ~  what 
we babe Lml ~ ~ ' t i r t g  jri the past if we are  going forw a d  
ro a ,SW era and mater  prosperiry. 



begin by saying that a number of things have happened since 
we left the Ministry in December, 1961. A s  I fecollect, the 
Estimates were at the Committee stage then. I have a print- 
ed copy of the Estimates with a number of amendments and 
reductions which may amount to $3 million and it is possible 
that these amendments could have k m  done beforethe Es- 
timates were sent to the Printery. Of course, I have had 
nothing to do what the matter since then and I cannot 
imagine what probkms and difficulties the present Govern- 
ment might have had. Sir, you cannot think today in terms 
of twelve months a year, and what we have got in the Capital 
Estimates is approximately $2 million - and that is more or 
less for the purpose of continuing existing services for the 
next three months. 

The Estimates generally continue the operation of the 
various Departments of Government. I was atpainsto lis- 
ten to the Premier; I have heard himon a number of occa- 
sions laying down his economic theories and I was quite 
determined on this occasion to hear eve- he had to 
say, to study his mannerisms and gesticulations, and there 
were occasions when my desire for a cigarette took me out 
of the Chamber. However, I wanted to be very careful in 
haering everythins the Premier had to say on these Esti- 
mates. I must say that the speech of the Hon. Premier 
leaves us somewhat frightful as to the general attitude to- 
wards the presentation of the Estimates; it was covered 
with fear, if not with dismay. I can see his anxiety; when 
he gets into the Goverilrnent and finds that there is a quarter 
million dollars, that must have been a great thing for a new- 
comer who had no experience in dealing with Ministries. I 
think that he is rather bold in making the changes as ex- 
pressed here. He has promised us that in the next three 
I I ~onths we wil l  have something of aPlan and my own imag- 
ination leads me to think that he is thinking in terms of a 
Tlu-ee Year Plan. The Estimates were more or less the 
second phase of the Five Year Plan and there has been 
a considerable change in these Estimates as amended by the 
Hon. Premier. 

In our Five Year Plan we had planned spending the sum 
of $53 million over the next five years in order to carry 
out the various programmes, but for some reasonor other 
the Plan has not been our own. We thought it advisable to 
get some advice from a specialist in his particular field and 
we got hold of Mr. GeorgeCadbury. Ishould like to say how 
it was that Mr. Cadbury cametoBarbados. I was on a mis- 
sion of Government studying administration and equipment 
and I met Dr. Lee of Beth Israelwho was the Director Gen- 
eral of that institution, and after spending two hours in the 
Department we relaxed with a cup of coffee and it was there 
that I discovered that Mr. Cadbury had completed his term 
of service in Jamaica and a wedding was being arranged 
for Mr. Cadbury's daughter.When Igotthe signal that Pre- 
mier Cumrnins was coming in, I got a cable to remain in 
London with him to attend the Conference from which we 
are now benefiting, that is, complete internal self-govern- 
ment. I journeyed on the train to meet the Premier and I 
remember that my first request was to get a cable to the 
Doctor in Boston asking him to get in touch with Mr. Cad- 
bury. W e  had a cable from Mr. Cadbury to the effect that 
he would be willing to meet us. He presented his identifi- 
cation card as aTrade Unionistwhenhewas rather a young 
man, and we knew of his cormection with the SociaUst Party 
and the Fabian Society of the United Kingdom It was at 
the United Nations that Mr. Cadbury had lunch for us and 
we discussed the matter. W e  were told that he was third h 
the line of economists, and when he accepted the request 
to go to Jamaica it was becausehe was desirous of helping 
Mr. Manley; but his company objected becausethey thought 
he was too big in outbok and his effort to serve a population 
of 1 1/2millionpeopkwouldbe wasted. I think I am correct 
in saying he will be serving India with a population of 400 
million. The United Nations would not be expected to re- 
lease Mr. Cadbury to Barbados to deal with a 1/4 million 
people but he was desirous of helpins the community 
wkrever possible and he decided to give us a littlt of his 
time in Barbados. He agreed that hewould be given a plam 
in which to live and a car to take him to the Minisderidl 
Buildings and back. 
4.05 P& 

He got no compensation for his dme, though he gave 
up three months of his vacation, and we requested him to 
assist us in the Five Year Plan. The Plan is with the bon. 
member and I believe he has had a n o p p o d t y  to read it, 
For good reasons, I believe, the Premier has decided that 
he would abandon Mr. George Cadbury's recommendations 
in the Five Year Plan, and the utilisation of $53 million, 
and we were assured before he kft the Island that that 
money would be available. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the Estimates wehave been looking 
forward to, fails to pump into our community life the vitali- 
ty and inspiration necessary to make itpossible. You must 
agree, Sir, that the Premier has been up against a number 
of things, and the member is in constant fear of the finan- 
ces, when in truth and in fact thecountry was never in any 
danger for funds. Beforethe Harbour was started,the mon- 
ey necessary for its consvuction was more or less agreed-on 
with the Crown Agents, and you w i l l  remember that some 
two or three years ago it was necessary to have careful 
timing and planning to apply for aloan. I do not remember 
how much we wanted, but I think it was some S 1/2 million, 
and in less than five minutes of the request from the Bar- 
bados Government, that amount of money was over-sub- 
scribed on the London Market, 

You have heard the bn. junior membtr for Christ 
Church, W. Speaker, on this matter of financing and tirn- 
ing. You are aware that there has been a change in the last 
three years where the Bank Raoe has been going up and 
down at a sharp rate; so it was a question of raising the 
funds to meet our commitments, and we had to use the Gen- 
eral Revenue and Equalisation Funds to offset the require- 
ments until it was appropriate for the Governmentof Bar- 
bados to make demands on the London Market for a ban. 
W e  are not in any trouble, and Ifear that to some extent the 
discussions in the House on the Estimates wi l l  go abroad 
that will hurt our good name when you think in berms of 
loans and assistance. 

I do not know, Mr. Speaker, what would rnoreor less 
persuade the Premier to feel that he was a prophet of 
gloom, and it was at that stage that I myself was a bit 
afraid. I remember he  lifted his head in the direction of 
the sky, his eyes narrowed to slits as though there was one 
quick meditation. I ~ v e ,  Sir, that t.k+e are normal and 
natural habits and I believe I am correct in saying that i t  
is customary for man to resort to prayer if he is at all in 
trouble. What probably has been operating in his mind that 
would have caused the s u d b  change in his attitude is seen 
in between pages 12 and 15 of this d o c m t e d  speech, There 
is so much to be said on this that we could probably dis- 
cuss this for weeks and hours. His fears are expressed over 
the use of the word '%wyant", but all over the world as 
long as you can keep afloat and keep above the water, 
whether it is rippling or not, it is a question of buoyancy and 
that has been the position with the Govermnent of Barbados. 
I do not know that he shoukl have any fear; he is probably 
thinking of the $2 million; but what did shock me was his 
reason for wmmitdng what could only be regarded as a 
cardinal sin in budstary policy when he indicated on my 
inquiry that there would be no budget speech but subse- 
quently said that there would be no increase in income tax 
and trade tax. Then, Sir, the bottom Sell from all this. 

I do not know iftheMinister understands what is taking 
place. I do not know if he is aware of the number of over- 
seas telephone calh which are taking place since that 
statement has been made. I am sorry the hon. junior mem- 
ber for Christ Church is not in his seat; but I do not know 
why the Premier felt it necessary to appease that elemrlt 
of the society when he said he was hoping they would go to 
slew with some ease a d  relief of mind that there would 
be no increase in incometax.Tkpoiutis that in budgetary 
controlandeoommicpla4ing-IarnthfnMnsprobablyof 
some time hmeen the two world w a r s m t s ~  long ago-h 
the Unioed Kingdom it was accephed th;rtpovem and unem- 
ployment were inevitabk in almost any community, and that 
was almost fostered by the idea of the conservative out- 
look with its powerful any in capitallsadon, alfholgh, Sir, 
in the wealtMer classes it was felt that the crurnbs from the 



table would be eaough to provide mercy and sobs. Poverty 
was acaepoed as acondttlonaad away dI l fcThings  ham 
becn changing and modern Govemmnt pardcularb with a 
socialistoutbokathomccanrealiaeit. 

Mr. Speaker, industry is v b l  and important. Now fhrr 
hon. senior member for St. Peter said a g o 4  deal on this. 
You will remember that the first s'ixTrade Unionists in the 
United Kingdom were banished from that couqry. I think 
two or three of them scrambled back in the cohtry but it 
took a long time, because it was accepted by the then Gov- 
ernment that poverty and unemployment were not only used 
as a weapon but as a condition of life. I am at a loss, Sir, 
as to why the Premier thought it necessary to release 
what is indeed the big secret of the budget. Mustry and 
commerce have found open awnues with the Trade Union, 
and in latter years the United Kingdom Government ac- 
cepted the authority of a Labour Kkpartment. In Barbados 
we have such a Department. But what is of more concern is 
the country's resources. I am not only of the physi- 
cal resources, for instance, your coal as in the United 
Kingdom, natural gas, water, electricity and what have you, 
but manpower resources, and that is where Government 
must feel the need. What is wrong with making a closer 
check to see if it is possiblefor the companies tax to stand 
a further increase of 5%? What is the position with some 
element of the companies tax that could probably stand 10% 
or 1% in excess profits? 

Mr. Speaker, you have to cover your deficit and your 
planning for the next three years, and in another three 
months you may come to us and require a further $3 mil- 
lion deficit; but surely you are not going to look to over- 
seas bans for all of this although it is within the reach of 
the present Gowrnment. Why should we notlook to the 
possibility of excess profits tax? What are we worrying 
about if it is available? That can be told to you by the In- 
come Tax Ikpartment where you can discover the general 
increase and the overall increase in companies tax. Again, 
in income tax, something can be done in tk higber brackets , 
and we can bring some sortof relief in the lower brackets, 
particularly to men and women earners who are more or 
less taking care of education, overseas and otherwise, for 
their children. 
4.15 p.m. 

If the Hon. Minister of Financeis thinking of getting in 
another 82 million, I think it must be levied on Customs. It 
must be levied on food rather than tobacco. That change 
must offset his appeal for higher productivity. There is 
nothing wrong in that, but you want to stimulate, interest 
and enthuse; and I am not sure at all from the Estimates 
if you read them that you can find the vitality and enthusi- 
asm that are necessary to take youover the year. In another 
two or three months according to what the Hon. Premier 
has said, he is going to present his Plan. However, if you 
go through these Estimates, there is much to express his 
fear. Although he is particularly keen in using the pruning 
knife, the language which he used showed the fear which he 
expressed. 

Now, Sir, if you look onpage five of the Hon. Premier's 
speech you will see this: 

"In the year 1955, the peopb of Barbados were over- 
taxed." 

That was repeated here today by the Conservative Par- 
ty and I presume that is how they would always look at it. 
Someone would say that, because this sentence falls from 
the lips of the Hon. Premier, it is true: but we have reached 
the. stage of our history when wecanbok back to 1955 and 
see the trend. That was a time when the former Goverment 
mastered the ship of state. We answered the predetermined 
course of pr0sperity.Thati.s allinhistory. You cannot deny 
it in Parliament. Although 1955-56 was what you may call 
a prosperous year i n  which you were, as it were, riding 
through, it was notumllyoupt~rtnto~ tbs Pay-&-You- 
Earn Scbrm that we were in a position to bring in thou- 
sands and millions of dollars into the Treasury. The Hon. 
Premier knows this. W e r e  it not for that, we could not have 
colkcted as w e  have done by way of income tax: and even if 

it is regarded that wqhad overtaxed the people then, it is 
fortunate for us now because the Minister of Finance will 
have something to fall back on. 

You cannot say that the former Government did not 
move thiscountryo~~to prosperity. You just have to look 
around into the building industry and you will see that in 
every village concrete houses have been built up. If you 
look at the number of concrete bungalows which have gone 
up all over the Island, youare bound to say that this country 
has enjoyed a period of prosperity. 

The MMscer of Finance knows that withthe revenue to 
be derived from one item alone,as a result of the coming 
into operation of the Deep Water Harbour, it would provide 
a yield of about 81 million per annum so that even if your 
Harbour cost $31 million, the revenue from that orre item 
would bring in that amount in 31 years. I hope the Minister 
of Finance would take this in good faith. You should start 
something as was  done in the Unitad Kingdom where you 
colkcted a fee of, say 25 cents, on all motor vehicles en- 
tering the Pon. Iam sure youhave seen it done all over the 
world. They do allof that if you must save posterity from 
carrying 5@% or 8C$ of the ban. Why haw I said that the 
Hon. Minister of Finance needs to have no fear? I said so 
because you do not cut for the sake of cutting, it can become 
false economy. I fear that within a year, the Premier would 
have some regrets of the number of things which he has 
taken out of the Budget. If posterity is to gain anything and 
if you have been working towards it, youwould not come to 
a standstill; you must be in a position to move on and yoh 
must ask yourself some questions. Long beforethe Labour 
Party was discussed in Barbados, we had our assets set 
aside overseas, and the setting aside of such assets has 
provided goodwill for our country. That is why I can be so 
strong when I say that two years ago when we applied on 
the London Market for a ban it was over-subscribed in less 
than two minutes. That was so because of the goodwill of 
the country. As I have'said, the setting aside of these assets 
was something done even before the Labour Party was dis- 
cussed in Barbados; therefore, you must admit that it was 
the Conservative Government who saw to it that these in- 
vestments should be made. 

Mr. Speaker, I spent the whole night going through this 
speech by the Hon. Premier a d  Ihave been unable to really 
settle my mind about what is likely to happen in the ensuing 
year. As Your Honour knows, people like to be assured; 
but from this speech of the Hon. Premier, I think that you 
are apt to hurt your overseas investors. You want to at- 
tract investors here as has been so often said; therefore, 
you should do what is necessary to attract investors. It is 
all right to talk about industries and you can have a kt 
of industrial missions visiting you: but before an indus- 
trialist opens an industry anywhere he must settle first 
with you on a couple of points. He wants to be sure of a 
market for his products; he wants to be satisfied that skilled 
and semi-skilled labour is available - and in large numbers, 
among other things. It is only just earlier today that the 
Hon. Premier took time off in the debate on the increase of 
old age pension to scorch the previous Government. 
4.25 p.m. 

In his speech the Premier said that the Government 
was spendfng $3 million in an Election year; obviously that 
is by no means correct. Youwillremember that the cost of 
living bonus was given prior to this, and we have always 
kept our figures down to salaries paid, say, in British 
Guiana and to some extent Trinidad; but with the specialised 
group where we fish in the common pool, there are occa- 
sions when we are expected to pay rates cornparablt even 
to those in Jamaica or in the United Kirgdom. The special- 
ists are in short supply and it is a question of getting the 
best out of your Deparnneut. However, when it comes to 
the. rank and file of the Establishment, we were always close 
to British Guiana or Trinidad. On this occasion when the 
decision was taken, we were satisfied bythechanging cost 
of living that it was difficult for peopbto live on the exist- 
ing wages; all that was the promise made about a year be- 
fore the Election. It was unfortunate, however, that we were 
delayed in getting the Commissioner to come into Barbados, 
and things followed such as  what has been referred to by 



the hen. junior member for Christ Church. When m u  have 
pempfe who are serving the ~overnmem, you like to know 
that they are happy and I may say that you usually get the 
best out of inspiring confidence. If you think that a &ad is 
not satisfied, you search other avenues in order to get 
away from what is tyranny even if it is expressed in words, 
The Premier must make a success or failure in his career. 
Again his speech was unfortunate in that he followed his 
majority and set on a criticismoftheCivi1 Service. I think 
think that if the Premier is unhappy about the Civil Service, 
it is apt to have an entirely different meaning from casual 
criticisms made, for instance, by the senior member of the 
Parliament. LilQ all Governments, you want to get the best. 
I am satisfied that you cannot stop individuals from having 
their feelings of loyalty, but the training of the Civil Ser - 
vice has been rigid, cold and hard, and it has been done by 
Englishmen who have served as Colonial Secretaries. I know 
that the Civil Servant of Barbados is concerned abut  his 
job; he might have a drink in his own home, but his respon- 
sibility to the Government matters. This is not a criticism 
of the Premier's attitude other thanprobably this is a case 
where, in  his crucial moment, the best in man does not al- 
ways come to the top. 

T k r e  are a number of other items which are probably 
proper for discussion; for instance, the matter of the pri- 
vileged people in the cornrnunityfor whichthere was no ap- 
peal for any increase in pay. The Premier spoke of the fat 
salaries of the former Ministers. i-le will always remember 
how much was said in the House and on platforms outside 
about the $90 a month for theTravelling Allowance enjoyed 
by the Ministers. As  it applies today, it was so years ago 
before we gave up the Government. It was said that the Civil 
Servants were enjoying better salaries than the Ministers; 
it was not a question of comparison, anyhow; it was just a 
question of what the Government decided that Ministers 
should be paid. If thepremier is worried about the finances 
of the country, that will go down theladder and the country 
is bound to suffer; but there is absolutely no need for fear. 
Probably the h4inister of Finance has certain plans to put 
forward, but even then there is no need for fear. U we are 
calling for a higher level of productivity and an increase 
in the standard of living, there are levels of living and 
levels of productivity; then there is  the question to be 
settled, so to speak, in the hearts of the people in this 
country. There is a deficit of $!2 millionin spite of the fact 
that the Premier must gather capital for the next nine 
months of the year which would probably be tied up in the 
Three Year Plan; however, I do not want to ask any ques- 
tions about that. 

On the question of salaries having regard to the cost of 
living, the country is not expecting theMinister of Finance 
to tighten any belt. This means little or no appeasement 
to the people; this is an indication that you are in trouble. 
I have served for five years in theGovernrnent when I was 
told about this colossal salary; I am glad that the Minister 
has realised the responsibility of a Ministry and what run- 
ning it entails. It is not a question of what appears on paper 
or even what takes placeindiscussion; you will find that, as 
to your commitments to the country, you are in troubk to 
keep under a certain figure. 
4.35 p.m 

I would like the Hon. Premier to think about the corn- 
rnitments made on him; I am not thinkhg of the people in 
his constituency, but what I would like to say is that there 
is no appeasement. As a matter of fact, it brings m solace 
to a country for you to tell it that you are not asking for 
increase of pay because of these reasons that you must pull 
in your belt in future.That is why I am worried. YOLI do not 
want to cheesepare on efficiency for the things expressed 
in the columns, because it would invariably result in faults. 
I was brought up in this island by my father and I have some 
knowledge when I speak of this matter. To attempt to 
sacrifice efficiency is purely farcial; and you must think 
of what you do to yourself psycholDgicany, and what you do 
to your staff and W s  of Departments. When you cut the 
non-recurrent things in a Department, something must take 
place. If you believe it is necessary and advisable to take 
off things in the first year, I would like to advise the Pre- 
mier that the time w i l l  come when you w i l l  have supple- 

mentaries, and this year youwere at pains to say there w i I l  
be no supplementaries. You are bow to run into trouble, 
and that is why I said that to read this carefully, it lacks 
the inspiration and vitality it takes to make your Service 
tick and make it glow and bubble; something will be passed 
on to the masses and it is bound to have its reaction gener- 
ally. 

As I said earlier, Mr. Speaker, S3 million is part of 
the second phase of the Five Year  Programme. The Minis- 
ter of Finance, the Premier, knows this Plan and can see 
the work in that Ministry done by Mr. Cadbury; and if the 
Premier is telling us that he willdiscardCadbury, surely, 
Sir, it leaves us tbhking anew. I think the world today de- 
mands people like Cadbury who serve with the Unioed Na- 
tions, and who probably would enjoy a salaryapproximaoely 
equal to that of the Governor General of the Federation if 
he decided just to go back and be a Director of Cadbury 
Companies of his founding - Cadbury chocolates and what 
have you. But his interest is in people and I think, Sir, 
that that is the type of Ufe that he wanted to Ilve ard to 
serve. 

Returnbg to the question of the fiscal policy, I think 
that the Premier must have had some littkqualrns of con- 
science on reflection when he made the release on the com- 
panies tax. Why it was lkcessary Ido not know, but certain- 
ly he has run his gauntlet further, and you can see he was 
worried about the psychological influence which activates 
the human breast, and therefore it was rather dramatic 
that he should say he considered it unpatriotic to take money 
out of the country. I take it he was worrying about money 
from the Insurance Companies which is now used as devel- 
opment money in as near as Trinidad which is B0 miles 
away from Barbados. I do mt  know to what extent and how 
much money is leaving this colony, butto say it is unpatri- 
otic I I would like to tell the Hon Premier that the United 
Kingdom f o d  it necessary to provide legisladon to curtail 
the money which was swarming across the Channel for in- 
vestment on the Continent. I am not asking you to do what 
Jagan did in British Guiana; that is not necessary at all; 
but you do not ask the hard core Conservatives, who are 
not b u d  to have sympathy and love for people, to miss 1% 
in using $1 million or $2 millioninTrinidad for the devel- 
opment of that country when that money was earned in the 
first place in Barbados. 

Mr. Speaker, if you have got to be ruthless, that is 
where you can be as hard as you like. I am not asking you 
to go to desperate extremes, but surely you can arrive 
at a means wbere the money collected by the Insurance 
Companies - and it represents millions going over the 
water every week or every month - should be used for 
development It is bound up in Socialist phibsopb, and I 
do not think I need remind you, Mr. Premier, of my feel- 
ins%..." 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon, member address the Chair 
exclusively. 

Mr. MILLER: With the greatest respect. I was thinking 
about Karl Marx again and the classic phrase "from each 
according to his ability to each accordingtohis need*'; and 
if your country knows that $2 million or $3 million are 
going overseas by cable or mail transfer by the Banks to 
develop other countries, you can get as ruthless as you 
want to be and you would earnthesympathy and respect of 
every man in this country. To talkglibly of it as being un- 
patriotic means nothing to the Conservative who is bent on 
profits. You can use half of 1% of the money that is going 
to Trinidad for development; and do not let us fool our- 
selves..".. 

Mr. LYNCH: On a point of order, does tbe hon. mmber l 
mean 'Conservativem* o r  "capitalist'*, or is he confusing 
the terms? 

Mr. M m :  Conservatism, Sir, means you must have 
something to conserve, and Co119ervatiws have a powerful 
ally in capitalists. Isthehon. member afraid or ashamed of 
the word being called? Certainly there are loyalties and Ibe- ; 
lieve the hon. member is capable of feeling strongly on a I 
matter particularly when it is a matter of conscience. 



Mr. SPEAKER: Is tbe hob junior member for tk City 
speaking as a member of a Party which in this Chamber is 
known as the Barbados National Party? 

Mr. MILLER: Sir, I would like to continuethe discus- 
sion on this matter. So many things have been happening in 
the recent months that it is felt that the hon. member 'S Par- 
ty is beginning to be an affiliated organis'ation of the Social- 
ist Party. I do not know why you need to shed your colour. 
You can be loyal to something, and Iam sure my friend the 
hon. junior member for the City willtake no offence at my 
saying something that could be true. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Perhaps the hon. member w i l l  continue 
with the Appropriation Bill and not the appropriating of 
names. 

Mr. LYNCH: On a point of order, all I wanted to point 
out to the hon. member was that in his ramblings he was 
getting confused in his terms, because I do not think that 
Conservat i~s are the only people who invest money. Surely 
he must have meant capitalists, and there is a difference. 

Mr. MILLER: I can probably be ramblirig anywhere, 
but I think every living and thhkhg soul will understand 
conservatism. They probably believe in the philosophy of 
a Government that probably want to change their name 
every year; but a rose by any other name would smell 
exactly the same way. May I continue with your sweet 
permission, Mr. Speaker? I was just calling attention to 
the Hon. Premier's reference to "unpatriotic" as the sort 
of term we think of when there is a national spirit and 
something to fight for, and I am only hoping that he will 
examine this further, and for the development of our own 
country make use of the available funds earned by the In- 
surance Companies, money which is being used to develop 
other countries. 

The Premier spoke of diminishing the gap between 
Estimates and Expenditure. That probably would be a beau- 
t i fu l  dream because you would like to tighten the figures up, 
but if you want to leap - I think you are thinking of Gbnn 
and making the orbit three times -you would require to do 
it 17 times if you must land on the soil of the Lh iW States; 
but you need a lot of vitality and energy iind maybe another 
two pages in the Estimates in supplementaries today on the 
debate of the old age pensions. I do not know if some time 
later you might want to add another page, but I would be 

happy. 
4.45 p s n  

Well, it needs a fighdng spirit, and if you are capable 
it needs a punch, and Ithinkitis always in the grasp of the 
present Govermnt. There is no need for the Hon. Premier 
to be worried about the expenditure and he should shake off 
that fear and intimidation. Why should youbeworried with 
over taxation? I only want to remind the Hon. Premier that 
we are really not in trouble if you look at the economy of the 
country. It is inevitable that you should worry about poverty 
and we should not regard it as a condition of life in our 
country. 

Look at some of the things which the Hon. Premier has 
said in his speech I He says: "In the year 1955, the people of 
Barbados were overtaxed. We also discovered that proper 
deductions have not been made out." He was referring to 
the paying backof tax to peopk who paid income tax. W 
worry about that? It is known that becauseof the introduc- 
tion of the P.A.Y.E. system, you collect income tax on a 
weekly or a monthly basis; therefore, if aperson works for 
nine months and you were coUBcting tax from him all that 
time, after you had added it up and found that you had col- 
hected more tax than what that person should have paid, you 
wFtl haw to say that that person paid too much and there- 
fore you would rehrd that person. Those are the little 
t .  that are besetting tk Hon. Premier when all b 
needs to do is to turn his face to the sun and go forward. 
You should be going forward with a desire to doing some- 
thing good and you have the manpower. It is only a question 
of harnessing i t  You med your Civil Servants more than 
anythins to inspire that confidence. 

Now, as m a r d s  the question of emigration, listen to 
what the Hon. Premier has to say l It is really unfair to the 
last Government. It is  a question that youshould give Jack 
his jacket: but to speak like this you make it appear as if it 
originated in the minds of the last Government You like to 
hear big things falling from the lips of the big man. I re- 
member a debate which we had in this House on the question 
of the Ministerial Buildings. I remember the remarks of 
the various members, particularly the Minister of Finance, 
He called it Adams* Castle. They have been there for the 
last three months and I am sure that they must have seen 
by now that it is really too small to carry the load which 
the administration calls for. The decision to erect a Minis- 
~e r i a l  Building was taken for the sake of efficiency. There 
are occasions where something happens in the corner of his 
conscience. The Hon. Premier says: 

"It is proposed that the Ministry of Agriculture, Lands 
and Fisheries is to be fully integrated by the 1st April, 
1962, that is some three weeks from today's date. It is 
also proposed that the Ministry of Education would be fully 
integrated sometime this year, so that' you willnow have a 
Department of Agriculture with a Chief Technical Officer, 
as he is already designated; and youwillhave a Ministry of 
Education for whom we are makhg provisionin new quar- 
ters quite close to the Government Buildings in Bay Street.** 

Why move the Ministry of Education out of the Minis- 
terial Build- across the street into the extended building? 
It is because you can no longer accommodate them in there. 
Not less than five years ago, there was criticism from the 
other side that we were wasting money on the Ministerial 
Building and they were calling it Adams' Castle. Now that 
they have had the. opportunity to seethe people working there 
and they too want to see people working free from the strain 
and overload, they have found that the buildingis not suffi- 
cient to hold everybody and they say that they are moving 
aIl these Departments out of it. Iknowthat you need build- 
ings to continue the successfulcontinuation of your Govern- 
ment. Mr. Premier, I hope ,...... 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is addressing re- 
marks to the Hob Premier and not to the Chair. 

Mr. MILLER: Sir, I ask you in all humility to excuse 
me. You know that I always want to be faithful and loyal in 
my respect to the Chair. I do intend that a l l  my remarks 
should be addressed to you, Mr. Speaker. May I ke per- 
mittxxl to go on? The Hon. Minister of Finance said that he 
was the only one Minister of Finance in the country, The 
way he said it you would have wondered if something had 
happened, and if from the American Laboratories they had 
transferred the brains of the late Professor Einstein which 
now lie there in alcohol into the head of the Premier. I have 
had the opportunity ofmaking a close study of the Hon. 
Premier and I know how you rotate: but when you have the 
responsibiIity of a quarter million people, stability is the 
very first requirement; and even the temptation to err is  
sometimes in sadistic fury..... 

Mr. SPEAKER: Again I have to say that the hon. mem- 
ber is not addressing the Chair. 

Mr. MILLER: Maybe, Sir, my wanton heart has taken 
me elsewbre, but it is my intention to address my re- 
marks to you. 

Zf I may go to Page 14 of the Hon. PE& *S speech, he 
said:- 

"Under Head XXW we have not included any subsidy 
for the Transport Board, although they have put in an es- 
timate of $160,000." 

I would like to say a word to the Hon. Premier on this. 
To remow a subsidy in a country like Barbados is a form 
of crudty. I would say that it can be regarded as a brutal 
thiug in a society fabricabed such as our S. There is no mis - 
take about this. We need have m argument on this. All the 
authorities tell you that a country's progress at a glance is 
always measured by its transport. 
4.55 P s n  



You cannot get out of this at all. I remember the hulla- 
baloo and the squabblings in the BritishParliarnent on this 
question of transport. Iwas searching for that this morning. 
I remember the top level Committee, and after probably 
two years of discussion and debate and creaking machinery 
a rail service was provided in the United Kingdom. After 
meetings of Committees and Sub-Committees, a recom- 
mendation was made by the Minister of Transport to pro- 
vide more money for transport. When you fail to provide 
transport in a country, then a number of things are taking 
place. You want to get people into the City and back and 
there is therefore the need for transport, Are you going to 
leave this matter of transport hanging for $150,000? A part 
of this money is to pay some of the original cost of these 
new units because they were  more or less taken on credit. 
When we were building the new market,extendingthe Air- 
port at Seawell and extending the water services all over 
the country we expended money, and now we had a long- 
term credit on the Transport Board. If there is one thing 
which would be a credit to any country, it is the question of 
transport; but this is like the cheeseparing on the Police 
dogs. 

I do not mind what you talk about the private conces- 
sionaires; but if the Premier decides that he w i l l  try out 
his idea, he wi l l  worry every night about springs, gasolene 
and tyres. That will wear him down and the machinery will 
grind to a stand still. b not let us fool ourselves that in 
any six years, such and such a thing is going to happen. 
Make an examination of the Transport Board and you wil l  
see that you are toying with the life-blood of the people of 
this colony. In Trinidad Dr. Eric Williamshas always been 
looking at the railway service. Like the water service, no 
Government expects to make a profit out of that; it is the 
type of utility which the Government handles, and which 
it feels should be provided for the community. A man is 
first born as a citizen and he is not expected to provide all 
the services for himself; and in the moderntrend of deve- 
lopment, the Transport Service is almost as important as 
the health service. 

The Premier has made his decision on this occasion 
not to grant this subsidy of $150,000 to the Transport Board 
when the bulk of this money wi l l  be used, I believe, in paying 
for the cost of tlm origindunits. Ican imagine the feelings 
of the Minister of Communications on a matter such as 
this; he wi l l  want to make a success of his Ministry. 

I am discussing the matter of the construction of the 
East Coast Road. There is the unit, the barber green, which 
would be used and which has two speeds, namely dead slow 
and stop; but with the changes whichhavetaken place since 
a l l  the argument which has been going on as to the con- 
struction of this road, youmust think of an East-West Road, 
because you must provide the trunk roads. 

Going back to the question of the Transport Service, if 
you are going to make a comparison with the private con- 
cessionaire and decide that you would make a profit, I am 
appealing to the Hon. Premier and to his better judgment. 
I am appealing to him to make a further examination of this 
matter. You may cripple movement, you may cripple edu- 
cation and with all of these things as a result of your de- 
cision, down comes your dream for increasedproductivity 
and a higher standard of living. All of these things are 
possible if you are curtailing the transport service. I am 
appealing to the Hon. Premier to give further thought and 
study to this matter. I remember Dr. Eric Williams deal- 
ing with this matter of Transport and what happened on 
every occasion is that he spent more money on Transport. 
If liquidation were to come about with this Transport Board 
and it is possible to remove this little subsidy which you 
are providing on this important service to this community, 
woe betide the Government which will find itself guilty of 
this occurrence. I am not advancihg this theory on my own; 
this is  a matter which the Cahinet should be willing m re- 
view. You cannot take the people anywhere unless you can 
provide them with a proper transport service. h other 
countries, you have the transport provided by way of trains 
and buses being run on either side, The Hon. Premier is 
worrying and he has this personalfear in financial m m s .  
5.05 p.m 

I make this suggestion to him, Mr.Speaker, and I hope 
that the Minister w i l l  be able to examine this. The total 
lational debt of the United States of America is borne by 
the people of the United States of America. As a matter of 
Cact, on two occasions at our CaMnet I asked the Premher 
to consider the possibility of offering bonds. If you offered 
$5 bonds and gave them the same interest, you would not 
have to borrow $2 million from overseas whether at 5% or 
810, and you would be able to redeemthem in 3 or 5 years. 

The Premier has mentioned that there has been a fall- 
ing off in the deposits at the Government Savings Bank be- 
cause of the competition offered by commercial banks. I 
would give the Governors of that Board a little more au- 
thority to make cable or mailtransfers of money and allow 
them to retain the interest rate and borrow this money to 
use as goodwill against an overdraft. Those arethings that 
should be used to move your money back. There is no point 
allowing this money to be used for development outside when 
this Government can use it for their owndevelopment. It is 
a question of economic planning and its controL What are 
you going to do about it? You have to use the force of law 
to make sure it applies. There is nothing new or novel in it 
even as an idea. If my appeal w the Premier is likely to 
have any bearing on his decision, then, Sir, I w i l l  move on. 

I see, Sir, that the subsidy totheTransport Board has 
been removed. You will  either have to keep the subsidy or 
increase bus fares which would inturnincreasethe cost of 
living. b you want to do that? Inthe modern philosophy of 
Government, it is regarded as a utility, and it is the type 
of facility that should be owned outright by a Government. 
That is  the position as I see it, and I worry why there is 
Ileed for it. 

I see that you have increased Education by $1.4 million 
and that the bulk of this as expressed is probably to offset 
the cost of salaries consequent upon the increase. The 
Premier did express that he disliked using the word 
"buoyant", maybe because Dr. Curnrnins used it on more 
than one occasion, but he talked about dynamism in the 
economy of the country. When you say that an economy is 
buoyant, a buoy sits on top of the water whether there is 
going to be a storm or aripple; but I do not know, Sir, that 
llttLe things like these would involve the use of a whole 
paragraph 

If we move to something else that seems to be very 
important, again I am at a loss at the difference in attitude 
and the difference in trend when we are worrying about the 
population growth. I think the Premier must have paid some 
attention to our democratic and changing trends insociety, 
and is worried about emigration of the young people who 
are trying to escape the severe conditions whichconfronted 
the majority of working class people. How bng ago could 
you find people on every pavement or near every store 
begging - the blind I How long ago could you stumble against 
a nauseating voice begging for a copper l Today that is not 
know~~,and allover thjscounqyyousee what i s takfq  
place. Can we miss all of this and worry about emigration? 
It is true that overpopulation has b e n  more or less an 
obsession with thinkers if you want to force numbers down. 
It is always correct to say that a large population would be 
an asset to a country provided there are physical resources. 
In emigration, usually the cream of society, the skilled and 
semi-skilled class go overseas and we are left with the ba- 
lance; but what does it actually mean to a country such as 
ours? How many do you hope to absorb in industrial deve- 
lopment? Actually the amount would not be more than 
40,000 as set out in the Five Year Plan. But what does 
emigration mean to us in Barbados? Is it nothing to you, all 
ye that pass by? I am thinking of the $4 million or $5 mil- 
lion that come in by letter. W e  know not of it because it is 
invisible. 

Mr. Speaker, do yo% know the number of persons who 
take home their pay packets on Friday and by Sunday 
morning it is too long to g ~ t  to the Post Office? The Prem- 
ier said that the amount is some* like. $7 million. Do 
you know of any resource that would renun that amount in 
any one year? The lovely thing about it is that this is dis- 
tributed in almost every home in the country and that is 



what emigration has been doing for Barbados ever since 
back in the days of the Isthmus of Panama and later of the 
United States of America. What is more, in a develophg 
community such as ours, if we should get on the wheels of 
progress and industry, a lot of our men who would never 
have had an oppo- for training are mw m r s  
overseas and are willing to come backhome.Thathas been 
the spirit of a Barbadian wherever he is and wherever he 
goes to work. 
5.15 p.m. 

W e  have men in this country who are tied to the land. 
Fundamentally, they belong there. We have the man who 
works his half acre and he is tied with the responsibility 
to his children. However, do not break your heart abut  
that. What you see in the last three years is the artisan get- 
ting $3.00 and $4.00 a day. What about all these things we 
have been hearing? 11 is a questionof injecting the necess- 
ary vitality; above all, h. hope and the aspiration to go 
forward and then lead your ship of state on the course 
which you have determined, and even in difficulty our coun- 
try is capabbof it. As hon. members know there is no West 
Indian like a Barbadian. You do not have to teach them as 
you teach orhers. You do not have to worry about them as 
you worry abut  the people of Jamaica or Trinidad. The 
Barbadian fundamentally is made up of that material. 

The Hon. Premier is worried abut  this. He says: 'The 
other popular jargon which has been bandied around is that 
this Island is over-populated." Iremember a few years ago 
in here I said that in the next twenty-three or twenty-four 
years, we would double our population. The Hon. Premier 
was in here at that time and hewas quick on his feet to say 
that it was not true. Now he is saying so. Mr. Speaker, you 
will see it inthedebates.Twenty-fiveyearsis a short tirne 
in the life of a country. Within the next twenty-five years 
all the marginal lands and even some of your productive 
lands will have to be used for schools and such things and 
you can pretty well imagine the trend which your adminis- 
tration must take. 

The Hon. Premier referred to the crash programme 
and the spending of a quarter million dollars and making 
labour available for the reaping of the harvest That is  too 
small a sum and probably you would need more money to 
carry on that programme. What Iam worrying about is that 
the Premier must have had something to worry a b u t  I am 
hoping, although I know his strong will, that he would take 
my counsel not to worry and have that fear. 

My special interest in Government was economic plan- 
ning. Now, the Hon. Premier has said that he is going to 
make these reductions. IJe is taking away $24,000 from the 
Training Fund, $25,000 from Leave Passages and from the 
Judiciary he is taking 9250 off TravellIrrg Allowance. That 
is cutting it down furiously. When you takeoff 925,000 from 
the Training Fund, it means that you are not prospecting. 
T k  efficiency of a community canonlybe measured by the 
yardstick of whether you are providing your men and wo- 
men with the knowledge and the know-how. Looking at this 
purely as a m-r of fact and withquite an open mind, with 
general w-s and the overall devepment what they are, 
what is the whole idea of your reduction of leave passages 
by $25,000? Is it because you are afraid of the Civil Ser- 
vants? Is there any reason for you to be afraid? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not warning the hon. member 
again that he should address the Chair. 

Mr. MILLER: I am prefacing my remarks to Your 
Honour. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Cannot the hon. member proceed to 
address the Chair exclusively? 

Mr. MILLER: Yes, Sir, 1- lam saying that the last 
Government too, was tied to theidea thatwe should abolish 
have passages, but why are yougoing to cheesepare on the 
vote for the police horses and dogs? Why are you going to 
cut down on the wte of trainingwhenyou know what train- 
ing means to our development? Another thing youare still 
mying with the idea of buses. 

There are a number of other things which the Minister 
of Home Affairs has picked out. He goeson to say that he 
is taking off b,850 from the Information Service. That is 
sad and lamentable. Democracy only succeeds inits appli- 
cation by having your community informed. Sir, we decide 
a number of things in here. Tk manin the street does not 
always understand what we have done; therefore, for him to 
understand you need to repeat it to him. When you have your 
community so well informed that it becomes loyal to you, 
that is why a nation down to its last man is  willing to shed 
its blood. But you can only get that happening by developing 
your Information Service. In my way of thinking, we have 
reached the stage where you need a second officer. When 
you cut down Information Service by 61,850, it is a curtail- 
ment of the process of democracy especially in a com- 
munity such as ours. I do not know if it is too late for the 
Hon. Premier to reconsider this i tem 

The Hon. Premier has also thollght abut  cuttingdown 
the stationery in his office. That is  what I call false econo- 
my. I think the Hon.Prernier would be writing more lemrs  
to industrialists and to other people overseas. Ithollght he 
was thinkhg of expanding his lkpartment Ido see that the 
Hon. Premier is expanding in a way. He is expanding his 
Lkpartment of Home Affairs to tbe bottom f h r  where the 
last Government housed its Ministry of Education 

Now, Sir, the Hon. Premier did make mention in his 
speech which I heard abut  a reduction in Police horses. 
I heard horses. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, Iriseon a point of 
order. I have been readinginthePress since my speech on 
the introduction of the Appropriation Bill on numerous oc- 
casions reference to my cutting down on the number of 
police horses, and now the hon. junior member for St. 
George has made this referene again. At no part in my 
Budget Speech did I make reference in the cutting down on 
the number of pblice horses. Any reference Imade to four- 
legged animals was in relation to the Policedogs, some of 
which are getting old and some of which are getting in- 
efficient and I said that one should not shoot dogs because 
I suppose that some people would want to take them in their 
homes; but in the meantime we have to make provision for 
two-thirds of the strength in the dog department, if there is 
such a department. 
5.25 pm. 
I have never made any reference to cutting down on police 
horses at all. I do not understand where the Press or the 
hon. junior member for St. George got this information 
from; nowhere would you find any such reference in my 
Budget Speech and I know that I did not make any such re- 
ference. Nobody could say that I said anything abut  aban- 
doning police horses; and I do hope that the gentlemen of 
the Press will take the opportunity to correct a very serious 
mistake in the debates of this Chamber. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, I am very sorry about this. 
I am supported by my friends on this side...,. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a point of order. Is the hon. 
member seriously suggesting that what he said is in the 
Report of the debate which took place? Is the hon. senior 
member for the City saying that I said that. we are aban- 
do@ police horses? Or is  he depending upon what he read 
in the Press? I want to say this; nothing in the way of the 
hon. member saying that there is cruelty to the Transport 
Board would prevent me from cutting down the subsidy and 
I was shocked about hearing him say that I said that we 
were abandoning these animals. Ithink Imentioned the spe- 
cies, the four-legged animals to which I was referring; I 
referred specifically to the dogs. 

Mr. MILLER: This is what I said ...... 
Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a point of order. If the hon. 

senior member for the City said that I said I was going to 
abandon the horses, if the hon. member does not know, I 
win tell him that the Police dogs perform for the tourists. 
If the members of the Press took that as an indication that 
I meant the Police horses, then they are endrely wrong. 
The Police dogs put on thegrand finaleof the display at the 



Police Station, District "A"; but we have decided to cut 
down on them. I should like to know whcre can the hon. 
member find a diminution of the vote in relation to the 
horses; because I said that they performed, it Qes not 
mean the horses. If the Reporters do nottake sufficient in- 
terest on what is going on in the community - the hon. 
senior member for the City was present on the last occa- 
sion when the dogs were performing. The hon. member is 
now understanding...... 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, I should like to know what 
is  meant by the statement "and we hope that there win be 
no dogs by the end ofthe year". That statement appears on 
the uq of the page 21 of the Premier's speech 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: On apoint of order. Mr. Speaker, 
I would lile to read it for the benefit of the hon. member. 
This is what I said:- 

' When we wme to the Police,." 

I hope the Press w i l l  come in here and report wr- 
rectly. They come in here and they opentheir mouths wide 
and they sleep sometimes.Theydo not seemto possess any 
pencils when they are in the House, but when they go back 
to their respective places they are like troglodw; they 
write from their imagination. W e  have Shorthand Writers 
in here; they make minor mistakes, it is true, but at least 
they try to do their jobs. They dare not lift their pencils 
from their books while the debates are going on. I suggest 
that something be done about giving scholarships to the 
Press and the Reportorial Staff and, of course, to pay them 
better salaries when they have benefited fromthetraining. 
I do not like being misreported, and you have a editorial 
written on something which I have never said.This is what 
I said:- 

'When we come to the Police I have asked that these 
animals which perform very creditably when the tourists 
come here but which otherwise have m t  earned their keep - 
we have asked that they be disposed of by giving them to 
some bver of animals or selling them......** 

Ls there anything cruel about that? I went on to say 
this:- 

'We have taken out $360 which is one-third reduction 
on which leaves two dogs, and wehopethat there wiU be m 
dogs by the end of the year. I do not think that an expen- 
diture of over S!,000 is jusdfied.," 

I mentioned that *re is only b,300 for Band Cadets, 
but the only reference made by me to any kind of animals 
was made in respect of the dogs. If I wanted to reduce the 
vote for the police horses I would say that the Police 
horses are useless; but some kind of case was made out 
for the horses. If the hon.member canshow me any refer- 
ence in my speech to horses, I would be grateful to him. 
And the hon. member is invoking the assistance of the bn. 
senior member for the City l 

Mr. MILLER: The question was whether the dogs 
should be replaced or not. There is need for them in a ser- 
vice such as ours. Mr. Speaker, I am wondering if there is  
a mistake in connection with this $47,000 for a ladder. 
5.35 pm. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: On apointofexplanadon, that is 
absoXutely m mistake. They wanted $47,000 and we said they 
were not to have it. I am not afraid to say what I have cut 
out. I do not see what they want that ladder for, unless they 
are gohg to bring a skyscrPper. They haw ladders of each 
type, but what I believe they wanted was one of those lad- 
ders that they could stay 5 miles off and like somebody 
performing at a Circus let somebody spout water into a 
build- 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, to move theHospitalback 
into it, I seethe mductionof $10,450 which was dIlocated to 
washing and painting your hospital building, and the hoa 
m b e r  says m can do without this. T'bpoor old bspital 
is taking another beating. You wift remember the c m 1  

manner in which the Report was released to the Press and 
the slant which was given, reducing the old hospital to 
shackles in a wuple of weeks or months, and just on Satur- 
day night we performed in that Institution with one of the 
stalwarts of our country a brain operation; and now the 
Premier is going to cut off $10,45Ofromthat old weather- 
beaten Institution. 

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Speaker, I wonder if thehon. junior 
member for St. b r g e  knows the meaning of valuable the l 
A r e  we going to sit down in here today and kt him go on 
like that? Do you mean that hehas n, sympathy? tie is just 
like a sinking ship; he would never be able to survive as 
long as he is in here. What is wrong with him? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. senior member for St. An- 
drew can express his point of view when he gets on his feet, 
W e  speak one after tbe other. 

Mr. MILLER: 1 have been worrying, Mr. Speaker, but 
there must have been some given reason for the hon. mem- 
ber rising. I suppose he is persecuted at the moment and 
that is  how he usually reacts.Ido m t  know if he is running 
for t&. ''Old Citym, Sir, but he says I w i l l  not survive in 
here. He must be running for the "OldCity"; you know the 
'Qld City" where they sell all that grog. If he is in a hurry, 
I can assure him that thepartywhip would not exercise its 
influence. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is only a matter of opinion. 

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order, the 
hon. junior member for St. George was a Minister, and he 
knows the difference of wasting time. He knows the most 
valuable thing in the world is time; it is more valuable even 
than all the riches in the world; yet he is  trying to waste 
precious daylight saving time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. senior member for St. Andrew 
made that point a moment ago. 

Mr. MILLER: hlr. Speaker, that is one of the failing 
processes of democracy, a d  whether or not I want to, I 
have to sit here and bear with it. Imagine the folly in a 
Chamber such as this. There should be some means by 
which we could be spared.We arediscussingthe Estimates 
for the year and are dealing with the destiny of a quarter 
million people. Is there a term by which I can describe him 
that would be accepted as parliamentary? To him it does 
not matter. It would be of no concern to him whether it goes 
to the vote, but like the Premier and every responsible 
Minister of the Government, I have a responsibility. The 
thinking members of Parliament are not angryor annoyed; 
how could I be wasdng time? W e  are dealbg with a vital 
and important document. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. member proceed with the 
vital and important document. The hon. member is too ex- 
perienced a Parliamentarian to be disturbed by any inter- 
ruptions. 

Mr. MILLER: This is a club of inexper@md political 
raw material, If he were home the vote would still go on. 
He only wants to know the miILions, a d  whether it is 
$25 m W n  or $26 million, that is enough for him. Am I 
correct in believing, Mr. Speaker, that you would want 
to hear a fair and open debate on a vital document like the 
Estimates of this country? 

What I am yet terrified about, Mr.Speaker,is why the 
Premier of this country needs to be so worried as ex- 
pressed in the manner in which tE is using the pnmiw 
knife. I see that at the Mental Hospital there is the re- 
duction of the amount for a refrigerator. I would like to 
make a very special and humane appeal on this matter. A 
refrigerator in an Institution like the Mental Hospital is 
much more than those who live on the outside would emr 
understand or appreciate, and I appeal, with all that there 
is big and decent if there is any such kft in me, to the 
Premier to realise that in that Institution there is twenty- 
four hour supervision; and .I really feel sorry for any per- 
son who has to go to the Mental Institution. 



Mr. Speaker, you do not know what i t  is to be under 
twentyfour hours supervision. I appeal to you, Sir, and I 
pray with you that this refrigerator be given to this Insti- 
tution. You refer here to the bequest which I do not think 
you were quite familiar with, but we have been operating on 
the interest accruing from this money and using it for fur- 
niture to be placed in thepay Wards. It seems discrirnina- 
tory and sometimes you think of theexpression "were they 
m t  ten cleansed: then where are the nine". This money 
from the beqtlest is used for replacingfurniture in that In- 
stitution. 
5.45 p.m 

What we have been doing for the last five years is to 
replace the old with new furniture, but we took the old fur- 
niture out into tbe Charity wards. This was the intention of 
the deceased who left this money, and instead of leaving it 
to accumulate we removed the furniture across to the other 
place. You do not know what it is like to be separated from 
your friends and then to be under a 24-hour a day super- 
vision. W e  have broken the barriers down at that institution 
to bring it into line with modern trends. I believe wherever 
you go in this world, because of the modern t r e g  at the 
Mental Hospital of Barbados, somebody would have a word 
of praise to say about it. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDfi: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a 
point of order. I would just like the hon. member to know 
that these refrigerators are not for the wards but for the 
doctor's quarters. 

Mr. MILLER: There is no means of knowing this and 
the way it is written in this document you wuld not under- 
stand that it was so. I take it that the hon. member has a 
copy of the Hon. Premier's speech. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: hlr. Speaker, I rise on a point of 
order. L .  the hon. member sayingthat Ishodd tell him what 
part of the Mental Hospital the refrigerator is? I thought 
that he would be in a better position to know where it is. 

Mr. MILLER: I probably may know about the Mental 
Hospital, but I cannot spend as much time there as you 
may be forced to spend. Are you preparing a special ward 
there and because of that you are advising the Minister that 
the necessary things should be done there? You may have 
good reason for doing that. 

Sir, may I pass on? Anyhow, the question of fear has 
been expressed throughout this Budget and apart from the 
moment of exchanges of jokes, I want the hon. member to 
regard this as a very serious job and one which I view 
quite seriously. Sir, I think it is not too late for the Hon. 
Premier to inspire the vitality and thrust which are needed 
to take this country along the road to carry us to greater 
fields of prosperity. 

The second thing which I want him to understand is 
this. He said quite strongly that there will be no supple- 
mentaries. I do not know how they can be avoided. Wr. 
MOTTLEY: He did not say that there will be no supplemen- 
taries.) I do not know for what reason that hon. mmber 
wants to be affiliated but the Hon. Premier was crystal 
clear about this. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, Irise on apoint of order. 
This is about the third time that Ihave heard the bon. m m -  
ber sayirig that I want to be an affiliate of that organisation. 
I never wanted to be an affiliate of the crooked organisa- 
tion which was thrown out of in here. I care no more of 
anybody in the present Government than I cared about the 
last Government, and I am warning the hon. junior m m -  
ber for St. George not to say that again. I have ahvays had 
my views. h i s  not I who is hur t  Why should I be hurt? I 
have not lost any $1,000 or $800 a month m r  have I bst 
any prom.  Stop saying that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Two hon. members are on their f ee t  
The rule is that when an hon. member rises, every other 
hon. member must take his seat. 

Mr. MILLER: I do not know why the hon. m e e r  
should be annoyed. That is the sort of thing which he w d l  

know about. That i s  his peculiar function inParliarnent. lie 
is making all these insinuations about bribery, c o r r m m  
and dishonesty. The hon. member knows me well. What 
particular attraction w i l l  that have for me when he talks 
of the salary of a Minister? Why should he get offended? Is 
there any reason why he should be hurt? 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, Iriseon a point of 
order. I understand the ex-Minister of Social Services to 
say - I nearly said the mad Minister - that I said that 
there would be no supplementaries. If the bon. member 
would look at page 23 of 'my speech he would see when I 
was discussing the Labour Department and emigration, that 
I said: "for emigration there was an amount of over $1 rnil- 
Lion under the Labour Department, Head XLV, Item 22, and 
therefore we have reduced the item by $262,925 and later 
on in the year if we see that a supplementary vote is neces- 
sary, of course it would be forthcoming." 

I have always made it clear throughout the whole of 
my service in this House of Assembly, that I do not like the 
practice of Heads of Departments coming for a vote which 
the Government deleted before the Appropriation BiU was 
brought to this House, and I said that they need not come to 
me with the voting back in of but I did say speak- 
ing about emigration, that a vote would be coming by way of 
a supplemntary for emigration and anything that is nem - 
sary. Lsaid that if things are ordered and it is inevitable 
that you have to come for supplementary estimates for 
them w e  win be bringing them down; therefore I do not 
know what ramblings the hon. junior member for St. George 
is talking about, 

Mr. MILLER: That is the sort of sarcasm and base 
attitude with which the Hon. Premier approaches important 
matters. Do not let me swallow youlIlonot let me bite you 
up in herel He is filled with all that sort of sarcasm and 
that naked barefooted, little boy talk. 

Mr. SPEAKER: k t  the hob member restrain himself. 
Let hon. members with year S of parliamentary experience 
set an example to the new members who have given such an 
example in decorum to so many of the older members. 

Mr. MIUER: It is symptomatic of the Hon. Premier. 
He is always attacking members of my Party and me. He 
is always makirig personal remarks. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, what is the re- 
mark to which he objects? I mentioned what I said and sat 
down. Why does he not name the remark or  call i t  a disser- 
tation, address, submission or whatever he is glorifyingit 
by? I suppose he thinks he is a Horatio Bottomley. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Horatio Ekmomley was a very &vex 
politician. 
5.55 p.m 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Other hon. members are in here 
and they are of the opinion that either the hon. member is 
delirious or he is ramblins; and rambling is the more 
charitable of the two. 

Mr. MILLER: Horatio Bommley was of the same 
stamp and type as the Premier. Can you picture in here a 
changed elephant? Can you imagine the effect of anthro- 
pology? W e  know that all inhabitants are due to have their 
offspring. I am not thinking of the hon member as a chip 
of the block probably of criticisms, but you are thinkhg and 
talking about going to a mental hospital. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a point of order. If the hon. 
member makes a statement about my being like Horatio 
Bottornley and other things. Iwouldlike~htmto withdraw it. 

Mr. MILLER: I never said anything that would have to 
be withdrawn. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I know what he is referring to. 
I said that heis in a better position to know whethet the re- 
frige-rator would be in the Mental Hospital because I thought 
that k is right next door to th Mental Hospital and he 
would be in a better position to know. 



Mr. MILLER: The hon. member wants to supplement 
the Budget with that sort of talk. I do not ask him to with- 
draw anything. Mr. Speaker, I would bite him up in here 
and allof us would go to the floor. I wi l l  wipe up all the car- 
pet on the floor with him and his spectacles. This is the 
attinde adopted by the Premier when he finds himself in a 
corner. W e  are thinking of a serious document which the 
Hon. Minister brought to this House in exaggeration, but he 
is asking us to lean forward to the hill side. 

These are my final remarks. I havetheinterest of the 
people of this country at heart. I have my responsibility to 
them and my remarks will be recorded in Hansard. I will 
have to refer to, and remind hon. members of, what I said 
here today; but inmy finalremarksIshould like to say that 
it is not in the best interest of the country to have it to go 
abroad that we are in trouble for money. I appeal to the 
Premier for the sake of the future of the country to make 
the necessary statement which is appropriate in order that 
he might rightly guide the country. We are not in any trou- 
ble for money; we are told about borrowing $6.3 million; 
you should borrow it from the point of view that you will 
use it, but above that it is a question of the reason for which 
you are borrowing it. I warn the Premier that he must at- 
tract capital to this country, but in doing so he must not 
give the impression that we are in any trouble for money. 
I repeat that we are not in any trouble for money; we are 
not in any danger. 

Mr. hlOTTLEY: hlr. Speaker, 1 did not intend to speak 
on this B~dget because those of our members in the Opposi- 
tion have decided that the hon. junior member for Christ 
Church should reply to the Minister of Finance in a matter 
of this sort; and although I was absent I was told by my 
colleague that the hon. member replied and expressed the 
view which we had collectively decided upon as soon as we 
had received this copy of the Premier's Speech I shall be- 
gin by saying this; I wish the .A d w  cnte would listen. In the 
first place, it is a pity that this entire document has not 
been published for the benefit of the public of Barbados. I 
am a member of the Opposition, but as a member of the Op- 
position, it does not necessarily mean that I must oppose 
everything that the Gowrnment has done. When I sat where 
the members of the Government are now sitting, when the 
last Government was in power, whenever I thought they 
were right I supported them. Today, I think that after my 
17 years' membership of this House, this Speech is  the 
finest Budget Speech which has e w r  beenpresented to this 
House and it is a pity that the Press did not publish it in 
full. h is the one Budget Speech whichhas not been written 
by any Civil Senrant. I have read it three times. The other 
speeches have always been composed of milk and water and 
you could see the milk and water running through them. The 
Hon. Premier did not read his Speech except when he was 
referring to figures. I am sorry that thehon. junior mem- 
ber for St. George has left here becausehe has told me that 
I want to be affiliated with a Party. I have fought the beasts 
at Ephesus and I am still in here. I have always known the 
hon. member to be a Socialist but hehas supported "Bob" 
Cumberbatch and my self in Speightstown. 

Mr. SPEAKER: To which hon. member is  the hob 
member referring? 

Mr. hlOTTLEY: Iam referring to the hon. junior mem- 
ber for St. George. If I have to tell him something, he can- 
not stop me from living or eating. Isee that in  this Budget 
Speech there is something to tell themasses and I told the 
Editor of the A d w  cute that what waspublished as the Bud- 
get Speech was far from what was theBudget Speech I say 
that one of the most intelJigent speeches ever made on the 
Budget since I have been a member of this House was made 
on this occasion. I have a conscience and my conscience 
dictates to me that that Budgetspeech was one of the finest 
ever made in this House. What the hon. member has said 
he did not carry far enough; you could have cut out the 
horses, as far as Iamconcerned. Ido not wear any red tie. 
6.05 p.m 

The hon. member mentioned here that hundreds of peo- 
ple are st i l l  sleeping on floors and what not. I was one man 
who had the guts to say something, and if the Premier is 

saying it MW, he is saying it after me. When the kst Gov- 
ernment rushed that last raeport through here increasing 
the salaries of the top brackets in the Civil Service, I said 
then that t h y  were wrong, It was the people in the rniddb 
and bwer brackets in the Civil Service who were in need. 
I cannot understand socialism, and I am sorry that some of 
them are m here today to listen. I reaIly cannot understand 
some of the things they did, because some of the thhgs they 
did were more conservative than the Aubrey Williams days 
in this House. 

Mr. Speaker, when the hon. junior member for St. 
George says that we are not in trouble, he is talking through 
his hat. I am in a position to tell you now that even the es- 
timated revenue from direct taxation last year was not up to 
expectations. Of course the Premier is right. As far as the 
Bridgetown City CounciZ is concerned, it is no secret, be- 
cause the Inland Revenue Department has to give us the es- 
timated revenue from trade, and he has allowed us to know 
already that it is going to be down because of the lack of 
business which was carried on in this Island last year. I 
am sorry the hon. member is not here, but I challenge the 
Hon. Premier with this. I am hoping that you have had 
sense enough...... 

klr. SPEAKER: That thepremier has had senseenough, 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Yes, that the Premier has had sense 
enough to go into these budgets and the estimates which 
were presented to him by the last Government for himself, 
because he has publicly proclaimed that he is not going to 
raise income tax. As an economist, you have given your 
reasons, but I ask you now to examine other means of taxa- 
tion and you are going to find that the last Government gave 
away nearly $500,000 unnecessarily. I want the ex-Minister 
to be in here and I want the Premier to be here also be- 
cause he said he would tellus what he was not going to tax. 
You must remember, Mr. Speaker, that the deficit must be 
raised. You know the means of raising taxation; you are n u  
raising it by direct taxation, but there are those of us who 
can think, not like the hon. junior member for St. George 
who began to think "am I next?" Or ''when is it going to 
be?" 

One thing I am certain of, Mr.Speaker, is that there is 
nobody over there who is so stupid toput a tax on anything 
that w i l l  affect the lives of the ordinary, humble, consuming 
public - the masses. There are thoseof us who must scan 
properly every avenue from which taxation comes to find 
where it comes from, and if youdonot h k  for it and dis- 
cover it, I am goirig to expose it on the floor of this House. 
The last Gowrnrnent in the Ministry of Trade and with the 
consent of the Premier gave away $500,000 unnecessarily 
which they did not have to give away. I challenge anybody 
to deny this, and though I may be makbg enemies among 
my friends, I am going to exposeit in here and if this Gov- 
ernment does nothing about it, we will allsee why. Wait un- 
til the time comes and they do notexert their ability which I 
know they have over there. What Iam saying, Sir, is com- 
monly known within the high brackets of the Civil Service. 

There are some people, Sir, who can take an adding 
machine and add figures, like any third standard or fourth 
standard boy, which were proclaimed to the world, and 
these things were done knowingly and connivingly. Iwonder 
whether the hon. member has gone out of the House. I want 
somebody to challenge me. I am looking directly at the Min- 
ister of Trade; so do not keep those shades on and look at 
me that way. It was done unnecessarily and it was done for 
a reason, and when you look behind the wall, you are going 
to see. No wonder apersoncould get up and proclaim to the 
world that whether or not he loses his seat he was not going 
to shed a tear. Look i n  your Ministry through all these in- 
dustries arid you w i l l  see. A hint to the w i s e  is sdficient. 

W e  consider, Sir, that this Speech should be published 
in the Advocate. It is no sense the Minister whispering to 
anybody, because until the Premier comes I wiU not tell 
you what I have to say. My cozleagues w i l l  never know 
from where this information came. Prod your Civil Ser- 
vants at top and they will tell you; and top ranking Bank 
people said it was unnecessary. I havenever said anythhg 



in this House which IcouM not prove. My colleague, the hon 
junior member for Christ Church whom we term as our 
Minister of Finance, has given his blessing to the Premier's 
approach; i t  is a departure which the ordinary man can 
readily understand. The hon. member could have foIlowed 
tradition and made a different type of Budget Speech. I am 
not g o b  to waste time and be accused by the hon. mem- 
ber for St. Andrew, but when I am out to have a li& fun, 
I have a little fun. 

There is one thing I am going to say and it is this: I 
notice in this speech that twenty more people are to be em- 
ployed by the Waterworks Department. The Premier was at 
pains to say that he would notput anybody out of work; it is 
not a mather of putting people out of work, because I have 
the greatest respect for the lkad of this Department; but 
you have a tremendous lot of Departments which I believe 
you have to pull up. You have the Social Welfare Depart- 
ment, and I counsel you to look into that Department. Then 
you have the Probation Department which is absolutely 
necessary in this Island, and one is bgumhg to wonder 
when you look into your whole social security system 
whether it would not be necessary to have all these De- 
partments running counter to each other. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Eric Williams abandoned the Social 
Welfare Department for some dme now in Trinidad. Some 
of my friends may get vexed, but I have a duty to perform 
to the people of this country. In these Departments you have 
people answering correspondence from each other all day 
long. As far as the Probation Department is concerned, it 
is absolutely necessary and possibly could be strengthened; 
but I am wondering whether some ofthe people in these De- 
partments could not be transferred to the Waterworks De- 
partment where they can do some work for the money they 
are receiving. That is not speaking disparagingly aboutthe 
Civil Service, because when I have something to say about 
Civil Servants, I say it  here on the floor of the House. I 
hope the Government w i l l  not like the last Government at- 
tempt to defend Civil Servants whom they know to be wrona 
This is no accusation against any Civil Servant; it is a 
question of seeing that more of the Departments in this 
country need reorganising. 
6.15 p.m 

Some want abandoning because the work which is being 
done can be done, as the hon. senior member for St. Peter 
said today, when you have your whok service of social 
services under one head. Sir, I was surprised some day 
this week. I visited my colleague and Iasked him: "in what 
department do you run this and that?" You have all these 
Departments and you can only say that this i s  done by that 
Deparrment, old age pension is run by that Department and 
social welfare by itself. That i s  allnonsense and I am glad 
that you have somebody who understands that and has come 
to reorganise it. It was thepracticeof the last Government 
whenever a member of the Opposition got up and said any- 
thing about Civil Servants, whether they were right or 
wrong, to get up and defend them. There was never an oc- 
casion when a member of the last Government would say 
that a member of the Opposition was right and that he 
would go into it and put it right. That is not good enough for 
us. It is not goodenoughfor us who had to face the elector- 
ate to get in here. hWn we say things, we expect you to go 
into them very carefully. We had a Social Welfare Officer 
here and she was shocked to hear of all these Departments 
by themselves. 

The hon. member might say: "why is the hon. member 
picking at these Departments?" The Officer in charge is 
one of my best friends but the reason why the last Gov- 
ernment organised Public Assistance by itself was because 
they wanted to find a post for Mr. Hutson Williams to strut 
around and walk around. Mr. Speaker, what are you paying 
all this money to do?Find workforthe people in this office 
in another branch of the Service. You are putting up all 
these litthe Departments when you have a Social Welfare 
Department. I hope the Hon. Minister of Social Services 
or whatever the Ministry is, with the guidance of the Hon. 
Premier and such experienced parliamentarians as the 
Minister of Trade, would look carefully into these matters. 

Some- I sit down and smib at what is ~~ 
whamer anybody thinks of this speech by tk Hon. Pre- 
ier, as far as I am concerned, it shows that if we have any 
respect for learning and intelligence and not the ad ho c way 
of doing things, we are bound to say that this i s  a very in- 
telligent approach to make to the Estimates this year. If, 
however, we of the Opposition find that there is any slipping 
up, we are prepared to launch into the Government like 
anybody else. That is why I took umbrage when tbe hon. 
junior member for St. George said that I wanted to be an 
affiliate of the Party in power. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, I rise on apoint of order. 
I never said that and I think the hon. member would know 
that himself. You have to be born a Socialist. You are not 
made a Socialist. I could not make that mistake. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I wonder when Mr. Bob Cumberbatch 
came into my Party whether he was a Socialist. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, I am stillon a point of or- 
der. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If both hon. members do not take their 
seats, I will adjourn this House for disorder. 

Mr. MILLER: I was on apoint of order. The hon. mem- 
ber is characteristic of making these mistakes. My Prime 
Minister, Sir Grantley Adarns, knew when he took the sole 
decision at a Council meeting in Fairchild Street that he 
was going to run Mr. James Ramsay that the whole of the 
Barbados Labour Party had disagreed with his view. I be- 
lieve the hon. senior member for St. Peter knows this too. 
It was at that meeting that I toldSir Grantley Adams that I 
would oppose Mr. James Ramsay. The member for St. Peter 
was there at the time and it was the first time a loud- 
speaker was used on the Island of Barbados to address the 
electorate at a political meeting. I remember it wry well 
because there was some son  of incident at the meeting in 
which I had to take refuge i n  a tree in order to get away. 
My only reason for supporting Bob Curnberbatch was that 
I would support anybody at the time against the person they 
brought forward. I felt it was unfair to the junior member 
then. This man did not know theoffice; he never knew any- 
body on the Executive. That is the sort of thing which the 
hon. senior member for the City is capable of. Mr. Bob 
Cumberbatch is still alive. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The point of order has been made. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I do not care what he says. It was $500 
which he took to run Bob Cumberbatch, 

Mr, MILLER: Mr. Speaker, that is disgraceful. The 
hon. rnember is a liar. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Icould never be a liar like you. I could 
never be a liar like a Miller. Not one of you went to school. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sinceeachhon. member has called each 
other a liar, I w i l l  not call on either to withdraw his re- 
marks. 

Mr. MILLER: It is in keeping with the hon. member to 
say what is untrue.& b w s  that there is no means to 
prove that because it is untrue. Before I had my first long 
pants, I had money to spend as much as $500. knagine the 
hon. member calling somebody dishonest l Hedoes not warn 
to be reminded. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: YOU cannot remind me of a-w.t&. 
Mr. SPEAKER: I take it that the hon. member is re- 

ferring to another member of this House. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am referring to the hon. junior 
member for St. George. 

Mr, MILLER: Mr. Speaker, I rise on apoint of order. 
I do not know what the hon. member is talking about. 
Imagine the hon. senior member for the City accusing 
somebody of being dishonest l 



Mr. MOTTLEY: Sir, I came in here in 1946 when tbe 
hon. member was outside. I heard thehon. member talking 
about socialism across the swing bridge on one occasion 
then and the only thing which the hon. member did not talk 
about as regards it was what he did not think about. The 
only things which he did not say about Grantley Adms 
were things which he could not say. Mr. Chairman ...,. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am asking the hon. member not to 
say "Mr. Chairman" because the Chairman is not in the 
Chair. 

Mr. MILLER: The hon. member is referring to Bob 
Cwnberbatch. Ten or fifteen years ago if there was one 
man who started my interest in politics, it was my father 
and then it was Dr. Duncan O'Neale. I remember when he 
came to use my little box as a platform and I said to him 
that the late Mr. 'T. TV' Lewis was going to speak on tbe 
platform. 
6.25 P.m 

Mr. MOTTLEY: That is not a point of order. (Asides). 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let me remind hon. members of Stand- 
ing Order No. 28 which deals with interruptions. That 
Standing Order reads as follows:- 

"No Member shall interrupt another Member except - 
(a) by rising to apoint of order, when the Member speaking 
shall resume his seat and the Member interrupting shall 
simply direct attention to the point which he desires to 
bring to notice and submit it to the Speaker or Chairman 
for decision; (b} to elucidate some matter raised by that 
Member in the course of his speech, provided that the 
Member speaking is willing to give way and resumes his 
seat and that the Member wishing to interrupt is called by 
the Chair." 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I want the hon. member to get rid of 
the idea that I am being affiliated to any Party. The hon. 
member knows wellenough that Ido not want to be affiliated 
to any Party. I have resisted allsortsof things; because it 
was felt that there was going to be Adult Suffrage, the 
Prime Minister suggested to me that I was material which 
he could use and Isaid "Noe*. has friendly with everybody 
except the senior member for St. Michael and the senior 
member for St. Thomas, both of whom are now out of this 
House. One is drinking water in front of me and the other 
is playing "warri" and has a watchman's job all day long. 
I want the hon. junior member for St. George to say why I 
want to be affiliated to any Party. 

Mr. MILLER: On a point of order. The hon. member 
was friendly with my brother. He talked about love but he 
loved him just like how a butcher loves a pig; and now the 
hon. member is being offended. I did not say that he was 
affiliated to any Party: I am now trying to remember who 
told the hon. rnember:"I would not take your word to hang 
a thieving cat." If the hon. member accuses me of dis- 
honesty and now he feels hurt because he sees...... 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member's point of order has 
been clarified. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Because Isupport something whichthe 
Government has done, there is no idea of my affiliating with 
them. It does not look to me.,... 

Mr. SPEAKER: I should like to remind thehon. mem- 
ber that this is adebate on the Second Reading of an Appro- 
priation Bill. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Yes, Sir. But the hon. juuior member 
for St. George aggravates me to a point by saying stupid 
things. He: said that I have beendoingthis and that so as to 
become the Leader of the Opposition.' 

Mr. MILLER: On a point of order. I have never said 
that. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Then the hon. member says that I said 
things but he cannot prove them. The hon. member forgets 
that I have witnesses. 

Mr. SPEAKER: l must remindtkhon.mernber that we 
are now dealing with the Appropriation BilL 

Mr. MOTTLEY: I hope that the whole thing win be 
published. While it is our dllCy in the Opposition to make the 
burden of the Government intolerable for them, it is also 
our duty to support whatever they bring in here which we 
think is right, It is not our dutyto offer opposition just for 
the sak of opposition. That is why I agree with the hon. 
senior member for St. Andrew that weshould not washe any 
time. When we see that things are all right we let them W 
through That is what Isaid today.Wehave discussed these 
things; we have discussed these matters in our Party and 
we feel that the hon. junior member for Christ Church has 
put our point of view. As the hon. member has said, towards 
the end of June we will have a p i m  of the cobny's posi- 
tion. W e  are absolutely certain that this deficit will not 
come from any Heads which will affect the masses in this 
country and their wherewithal daily. 

Mr. SMLTH: Mr. Speaker, I did not intend to say any- 
thing on the Second Reading of this Bill. We  cannot call it 
a Budget because the Premier says that it is not the Budget 
and the Budget will be forthcoming later on. I can quite 
clearly see that the approach to this question is the right 
one and, as I said earlier intheSession, we should not op- 
pose for the sake of opposition. If a thing is wrong,well,it 
is wron& but if it is right, thenit is right. However, there 
are some things in the Premier's speech with which I can- 
not agree; he may be right or hemay be wrong, but having 
to run the Government is no idle joke. You cannot expect 
to please everybody; you have to displease somebody but 
you w i l l  have to quit yourself and doeverything to the best 
of your ability in  order to make a success of your Govern- 
ment. 
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Now, Sir, I can say that this present Government has 
started off in the right direction by considering old age 
pensions. I cannot offer my congratulations yet because I 
have to wait and see the rate at which they are going to tra- 
vel and see how far they willget, as it is possible that they 
may stop in the way; the machinemay stick up. Anyhow, it 
has started off and with all the support possible I feel that 
the machine will go ahead as long as you give it the neces- 
sary lubrication and gasolene. 

I notice from the Prernier*~ Speech, Sir, that he intends 
to use the knife allover, andhedid not use it from the bot- 
tom It appears that he used it frominside his own C a b  
I would never be able to put up a case for the Cabinet - I 
would not make myself so ridiculous -but I will pass on to 
a few of the Premier's remarks. Thepremier said that he 
is not appealing for any increase in pay for the Ministers, 
and that the people who are responsible arenow being paid 
less than perhaps the first five or six people in the re- 
sped* Departments. ''If therefore we are in this year 
calling upon all sections of the community not only to ef- 
fect economies in their respective patterns but also to in- 
vest money so that the community may expand at a rate 
which is at least commensurate with the rateof population 
growth, and if we call upon people to tighten their belts, it 
i s  because we are prepared to tighten our belts as wel l  and 
to set an 

As I have said, Sir, I am not making out a case for any 
Minister, but if the Ministers have a duty to perform and 
the responsibilities are greater than the people who are 
working with them, it is not fair to keep them down there 
and let their employees draw more than they, because in 
my opinion the employees wi l l  feelthat they are the bosses. 
They may not want to tellyou, Mr.Speaker, that is not fair 
to them, but they may feel so. You cannot expect to pay the 
Assistant Manager more thq the Manager if you want re- 
spect to be paid to the Manager by the Assistant, Perhaps 
another h&hlight of the Bill is that Your Honour has de- 
cided to set an example to the Legislature by tightening 
your belt, if it can be tightened any more. I do not think 
Your Honour wears a belt, but anyhow the Premier is 
asking you to ttghoenit. In atber words, it may start to 
make an impression. 



Mr. SPEAKER: There is no belt srnalleno& I do not 
wearabeh. 

Mr. SMITH: Anyway, Your Honour is to havea reduc- 
tion of $1,200 in your personal ernolmnts. The G o ~ m -  
ment has also decided that the Xegklature s6uld make a 
gesture in order to emphasise the trw economic position 
of the wuntry by taking out thevote for $14,000 which was 
formerly included for the provision of meals for the mem- 
bers of this House. There are quite a b t  of members who 
have spoken already on this, and I know that they are too 
big and too great to talk about food. They would do every- 
thing except talk about food, Sir, but Ican talk about it be- 
cause I like it. I & food more than clothes. Sir, it is not 
fair to the members of this Legislatureto sacrifice them- 
selves up to a certain pitchby leavingtheir homes to come 
and do the people's business, and then to be deprived out of 
a cup of tea and a sliceof bread. I say it is mean, it is low, 
it is depraved, it is &ignified, it is everything that is bad. 

Now, Sir, you are doing a service to the people, and I 
believe that you even provide meals for your chauFfeur be- 
cause you would feel safe when he is going along and are 
sure that he could not drop dead atthe wheel from starva- 
don; so youmakesure you give him a cup of tea at the 
same time that you are taking one, because you are not 
sure that he can take it at home as he may have to leave 
it in order to get on the job, It is the people's business we 
are doing and it is important; so you stand to lose more 
than you gain because this House cannot start without a 
quorum, and by having to wait at home to get a meal, it is 
possible that you may turn up late and find that the House 
had to be adjourned for one member, and business would 
have to be put off for another week. We are not paupers, 
Sir; everyone of us is in a position to buy a meal, but that 
is not the point, It is the principle of it. I can leave and go 
anywhere, but a politician must not take it upon himself 
to eat all about. (Laughter) This may sound like a joke, 
Sir, but I am expressing my feelingsinthe matter. This is 
something that has been going on for years and years. 

Could you tell me, Sir, that the Island is in such a bad 
financial state of affairs that $14,000 could breakor bank- 
rupt it? You have made promises which you want to carry 
out, and you are doing everything to carry tMm out. Now 
the 24 of us in here wuld not elect a Government and we 
cannot break it; so you do not have to care anything about 
us. I am saying that it is undignified to interfere with the 
Speaker's emoluments. It is is truehemay be in a position 
not to take anything at all, but I am not speaking about the 
individual, I am speaking about the office. 
6.45 p,m 

When we are elected in this Chamber, we are all hon. 
members, and it really does not sound good to hear or to 
know that the same hon. members are talking about food. 
When it comes up, I am going to vote against i t  It would 
put you to great inconvenience if you have to leave here. 
The House will be adjourning, I dare say, about 7 o'clock. 
I will not be able to get home and get back in dme. I dare 
say other hon. members w i l l  have to go home and there is  
the possibility of your not getting a quorum. You c a m  
make me go anywhere in town to buy something when I do 
not know how it is being cooked. You cannot expect me to 
do that. I am an hon.mrnber; Idid not beg for this; this is 
an honour. The sacrifice which you have to pay for this 
honour is no mean sport. h is a very expensive one. Mr. 
Speaker, you know it. (To a Member) You are paying for 
this honour daily. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. member continue to ad- 
dress the Chair. 

Mr. SMmH: Sir, I am not begging; you can do as you 
like; you can put it in or you can take it out. If there is one 
thing which I can do, it is to buy a meal. 110 not think that 
I am going to shed a tear about this. All I say is that it is 
undignified to hon. members and it should not have been 
mentioned at all. It does not s b w  a sign of decency among 
ourselws; it does not show a sign of respect. 

Now, Sir, this is by the way. Youget the ordinary type 
of fenow saying all sorts of things about it since last Tues- 

day when the Hon. Premier mentioned it.You have an or- 
dinary type of fc lbw who said this of me: 'Zbyd Smith's 
guts an going to fall away now." That is how one of those 
fellows accosted one. That person forgot the old saying that 
om belly full cannot fatten a barrow. That is only once a 
week; so that person is only stupid in saying that, No de- 
cent, respectable person would accost somebody lilPe that 
&ng the streets. I would not do it:but that has happened 
only through the announcement made by the Hor~Premier. 

Sir, I do not mind because you can throw me anywhere. 
I am not afraid. 

I w i l l  pass on. The Hon. Premier went further and 
said: 'We have not interfered in any way with the provision 
of the meals which the Other Place obtain by making any 
reduction of the amount for the food there. It is just over 
$600 - a small amount for the total food bill of the W r  
Place, and we do not think it competent for us to reduce 
that amount because the members of the Other Place do 
not receive any salary." 

That is the reason why he stopped it in here. It is be- 
c a m  members of this Honourable Assembly receive a 
salary; but he knows better than we do that the salary which 
an hon. member gets in here is one which on my part can 
go to blazes. You cannot carry this salary and put it on the 
bank and let it remain there forever. You always have to 
be spending it. I would be very glad and I would conk and 
vote tomorrow to stop it. I would agree to this. Do not pay 
members of the House of Assembly, but allowthe Govern- 
ment to pay the members' political expenses. Do not pay 
one cent to us. I would be very glad if that were to happen 
and if I thought that it was in my power, I would bring in a 
Bill tomorrow to that effect. I would say, let the Govern- 
ment pay our pplitical expenses. That is the answer to this 
and I am sure the Government would losemore, especially 
when it comes to election time. What are you telling me? 
Do you think the salary which a member draws is  some- 
thing to catch at? I would prefer to be over in the Other 
Place. I still say that it is  not fair. 

Now, Sir, when you turn to page 8 of the Hon. Prem- 
ier's speech you see this paragraph: 

"I think, Sir, that although it is not customary at all 
for the Chancellor of the Exchequer or Minister of Finance 
to tell the public or members of the Legislature what he is 
not going to do, I think it is only fair to say I do not con- 
emplate any increases in the rate of income tax during the 
next financial year. It is not, of course, in order politically, 
legally, constitutionally or advisable to say what 1 am go- 
ing to do, but I think, since lam calling on you personally, 
members of the kgislature and everyone who has the 
interest of Barbados at heart to make some sacrifices, that 
I should at least allow them togo to their beds tonight with 
light hearts by telling them that no increase in the current 
rates of income tax are contemplated during the financial 
year, 1962-63." 

"I do not think, Sir, that the Island can afford it, and 
by the "Island" I mean not only the people taxed higher than 
in an the surrounding territories in so far as income tax 
is concerned, and I say "incometax"advisedly, and 1 think 
I can also include companies tax. When I say ''income tax" 
I see the hon junior member for Christ Church relax in 
his seat. I am sorry Idid not indicate to him before that by 
income tax I refer also to companies tax. We do not con- 
template increasing our company rates from 40Djbto 4% as 
was r e e d y  done in British Guiana. We do not c0nrernplat.e 
anything like that: because when I said that it is not a good 
thing for the country at this juncture to increase the rates 
of companies tax, I do not only meanthat the wage earners 
or people living on annuities and pensions are already pay- 
ing as much income tax as is reasonable." 

That is very good. You are doing your best to avoid 
raising income tax. You have mentioned income tax and the 
companies tax but you did not mention anything about tax 
on rum and cigarettes. That is taxation too. 

Hon. E. W. B m W :  Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point 
of order. I think if the hon.rnember reads correctly what I 



said on the second reading of the Appropriation Bill, he 
would see I said that I do not contemplate any increases in 
the rate of income tax during the next financial year. I did 
not say that I do not intend imposing taxation of some kind 
this W. 
6.55 p.m 
I said that I was prepared to tellhon. members what I would 
not do, but I was not prepared to tell them what I was going 
to do. I would be very grateful if the hon. member would not 
go on to speak about any consumption tax because that is not 
in the debate. 

Mr. SWH:  The hon. member mentioned some, but in 
not mentioning the other two, which are my rum and 
cigarettes, there is a possibility that he might corn out 
with these next week. Up tonow,thePremier has not com- 
mitted himself. I was issuing a warning about rum and 
cigarettes. The hon. Premier has asked me not to go any 
further with that matter and therefore I will not go any 
further with it. However, I am happy to see that there is no 
increase in these items and I do not think that anybody 
would quarrel with that. 

Mr. Speaker, the Government has decided, as from the 
1st April this year, to increase the amount of the Old Age. 
Pension. I am asking them to keep on like that; they have 
started off we& but they must also think about the repairs 
to the homes of these old people. I am sure that the Gov- 
ernment will do that. 

In respect of the Transport Service the Premier says 
that he has not included any subsidy for the Transport 
Board. This is what he says in  this connection:- 

"Under Head XXXII we have not included any subsidy 
for the Transport Board, although they have put in an es- 
timate of $150,000. This may sound rather harsh, but I feel 
this way about it, and hon. members will agree with me. If 
you had a person running a business for you and at the 
beginning of the year he told you that he anticipated making 
a bss for thenext twelve monthsof $150,000, not only would 
you ask him to have his head examined but you might ask 
him to go and look for another job." 

I quite agree with the Premier, taking it as it has been 
put; but it could be taken at a different stand point too. I do 
not know if this is money for the purpose of offsetting 
bsses or for paylngbills. I know that the Transport Board 
some time ago..... (Pause).  

Mr. Speaker, at this stage I beg to move that further 
debate on this motion be now postponed. 

Mr. COWARD: I beg to second that. 

The question that further debate on this motion be 
postponed was put and resolved in the affirmative without 

division. 

SLSPENSION OF SITTING 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that this sitting be nay suspended for three quarters of an 
hour. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I k g  to second that, 
The question that this si t t ing be now suspended for 

three quarters of M hour w a s  put and resolved m the 

affirmative uithout division and Mr. S P E 4 K E R  suspended 

the si t t ing accord mgly. 

On re-assembling, 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I should like to 
draw to your attendon that there is noquorum present and 
I ask that the bell be rung. 

On the bell having been rung, a quorum was  obtained. 

APPROPRUTION BILL 

Mr. SPEAKER: On the suspension of the sitting the 
House was debating the Second Reading of a Bill to gram 

a sum of money out of the Public Treasury and to appro- 
priate the same for the service of the island for the year 
d i n g  on 31st March, 1963. The hon. junior member for 
St. Joseph was addressing the House. The hon. member is 
at liberty to c 0 m . h ~  his speech. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, when the sitting was sus- 
pended, I was making the point relative to the subsidy in 
respect of the Transport Board. I would like to know from 
the Hon. Premier, since it is not his intention to carry on 
with this $150,000, what would be the policy of this Board, 
What is  this Board going a do about this matter? W e  have 
to h k  at the matter of Transport very seriously today; 
this transport is the poor man's motor car. I do not feel 
that things can work out soeasily. If they were not working 
so easily with the subsidy, Id0 not know how it will be with 
the Board when it is working without that subsidy. I do 
not know if this money is required for off-setting bsses or 
if it is required to pay for the new units. One has to pay 
so much money for so many buses, and I take it that this 
money would be required to subsidise the Board and he4 
them to pay for the buses. Judging from the Premier's 
remarks, these people appear to be so sure that they will 
lose this money that they are asking for it now. Everybody 
knows how I stand in relation to the matter of transport, 
and even now some of the old units are the most disgraceful 
things to be seen on the road. Et seems m me that they did 
not haw a sufficient number of new units and I am wonder- 
ing if this $150,000 is for thepurposeof helping the Board 
to replace these units or for repayingthedebt. I understand 
that the school children pay half fare on these buses. I know 
that there are some concessionaires who give freetickets 
to the school children; the parents of these children are so 
poor that they cannot afford to pay for the education of these 
children and also pay the bus fare. There are the private 
schools and the children who are attending these schools 
are from very poor families. The ones who are attending 
the Government-aided schools are those who do not pay now 
and when this subsidy is withdrawn from the Transport 
Board, the bus fares must go up. Another thing is that the 
Barbados Workers' Union is making demands on the Trans- 
port Board. It is very easy to take this subsidy out of the 
Estimates, but then what are you going to do? I have read 
in the Truth that the Baard w i l l  soon be changed and I am 
wondering if this Govermnt will be able to work miracles 
by getting this Board to run withoutthis subsidy. I daresay 
that that is a good way of asking the present Manager to 
leave. The Premier says that the Banks are there and 
therefore the Transport Board can make use of the money 
from these Banks; but I do not know if the Banks w i l l  go so 
far as to lend the Board money in the circumstances. 
8.00 p.m 

They are not going to lend out the Bank's money without 
the O.K. from the Government; so the Government will still 
be responsible for it, because the Government will have to 
sign it. I do not see that two or three members of a Board 
are going to hold themselves responsible to a Bank for 
money to run the Transport Board. The Government w i l l  
have to stand guarantor for it, so that if there is any bss 
the Government will have to pay it; so it is not a case of 
saying that they can make use of the Bank. I am very un- 
happy about the situation with the kxses, because you are 
allowing other public utilities duty-freematerials whichthe 
Transport Board is not allowed. I think the Telephone 
brnpany and the E h i c  Company get their goods in duty 
free, and at least the Transport Board should be gettbg 
their tyres, gasolene and everything of the sort duty free. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, you are taking away the $150,000 
because you can see that amount, but I do mt  know if the 
Government knows how muchthey are givbg tothe Electric 
Company, the Telephone Company and Rediffusion. I am not 
quite sure of the position with Rediffusion, but I would like 
to know how much per r is being allowed both the Tele- 
phone Company and the 3 ctric Company. It may be more 
than $150,000. You can seeincash the amount that is voted 
for the Transport Board, but you cannot see how much is 
altowed these other two Companies; they may be getting 
$300,000 each. If these Companies are getthg materials 
duty free, then some consideration should be given to the 
Transport Board, because these people took omr the buses 



and inherited a bad legacy. They gave somthiug for nothing 
at tk time, and it will be a long tLrne before they can m 
out of this predicament. I do not doubt that they owe away 
a lot of money, and this $150,000 may help them to keep 
their heads above the WabEr; so to take it away from them 
now, it is possible that they would go under.- 

It is not wrything that you see in a newspapex that 
you can believe, Mr. Speaker, but Isaw in a mspape r  last 
S d a y  that they wiJl be having big shots who will be mem- 
bers of the Board, and they may be in a position to work 
miracks; they may be able to put theirown money into it. 
Arryhow, IwouldstinUPetoknowfromtheMinisterwhat 
he is going to do. W e  have some millionaires in this coun- 
try, and we only have to go ~g, Roebuck S m t  for one or two 
of them. I would like to know what is Government's policy 
because this is a serious thing. SchoolchiJdrenhave to get 
to school, and domestic servants, cooks and so on have to 
get to work, and the buses are their only means of getting 
to and from work. There are some employers who can be 
very hard on their cooks wkn they turn up late whether or 
not the rain falls or the bus breaks down, because they 
want their tea at a certain time. We have to take that into 
consideration and not look at the money on one side, and 
create a disservice on the other side. These people have 
votestoo;sowehavetohkandseewhatwearegoingto 
do. I could not sit here and allow this to be taken out of the 
vote wLthout knowing what will be the policy of the Board. 
We were listening for the Board's policy for several years, 
but have not got it yet. 

Mr. Speaker, the Government has changed and they 
are changing everything; so they may have a policy. This 
money should not be cut out because it would not be fair 
to the bus users. As Isaid just now, you are subsidising the 
Efecvic Company and the Telephone Company by allowing 
them to bring in certain things duty free. I think I am cor- 
rect in saying that. I do not see, if you are alfDwing them 
to bring in goods duty free to the tune of $500,000 or 
$600,000, why nothing is being given to the Transport Board 
along that line. Some consideration will have to be given 
to the Transport Board before you turn it upside down They 
have to pay more money to the drivers, conductors and 
inspectors, and they will have fess income withwhich to do 
it. You are asking for trouble and I do not want you to get 
into any troukhe yet. I would not tell you 30 pull up your 
socks, because I mentioned it today and was attacked by a 
member who asked what I meant. Ithink you should pull up 
your pants this dme and draw your belt also. 

I notice, Sir, that you are taking the $l5O,OOO from the 
Transport Board and using it to get some Barber Green 
equipment for road surfacing. That will be used to help build 
the East Coast Road which is a very good thing. That is in 
my parish and I am very glad to hear that it is to fix the 
roads up the, but I still cannot forget the fact that there 
is no sense breaking down Draxhall to make Kendal right, 
because here you w i l l  be gettingroad surfacingequipment, 
but it win be bought from the money formerly given to the 
Transport Board. Let us get the road surfacbgequipment, 
but het us still help the Transport Board. Children have to 
get to school, you know, and youcannot expect the whole fare 
from them either, because the parents are not able to pay. 
I understand that the private concessionaires give money off 
and in some cases give free tickets, and I understand that 
the Transport Board gives a ticket athalf tk price; so the 
privam conccssionaires are pulling their weight with re- 
spect m the children. Imay be told that the Transport Board 
is not a Government concern, but Icannot believe it because 
the Transport Board, as I said, cannot go to the Bank and 
get money without the sanction of the Government. I do not 
know if the rrar members of the Board are going to do it. 
but that is wry  risky. Iwould not commit myself to a Bank 
for $300,000 or $400,000, knowing that if the Transport 
Board loses I would have to look for the money. I h 1  that 
the Government has to come in somewhere, and the Hon. 
Premier will be able in his reply totell me how it is being 
done. As I said, donottry to break down Drax Hall to make 
Kendal right. W e  want eve- we want the buses and we 
want the road-surfacing machine. 

The Premier went on to say: "You will notice, Sir, 
that there is a net increase in the cost of Education of $1.4 

million. This $1.4 million is chiefly due to the increased 
salaries of teachers. The amount for free secondaryeduca- 
tion which was introduced earlier this year is a very small 
proportion of this, certainly less than %200,000, but1 want 
to make it ckar  that this $1.4 million is not at all due to 
free secondary education, but to the salary increases which 
have been granted to members of the teaching s e r v i c ~ "  

We cannot get away frompayingpeople, Sir; we have to 
pay for the music, no matter what the tune is. This free 
secondary education is a very nice thing, and I am sorry 
I am not one of the parents who w i l l  be enjoying this relief. 
8.10 p.m 

I still have to pay for the education of my children at 
a private school and I have to contribute also to the educat- 
ing of some children whose parents can afford to educate 
them and mine also. That is not fair. We have to take this 
thing seriously. You have a certainclass of children whose 
parents are in aposition topay for their education and they 
are getting it free. On the other hand, you have some chil- 
dren in schools whoseparents are not ableto pay for them. 
That could never be fair because the majority of children 
in private secondary schools are from country districts and 
most of them are from verypoor parentage and you are not 
making provision for them 

How are these parents going to takeit?They were told 
by youthat there would be free secondary education but they 
are still paying fees for their children. I want the Govern- 
ment to take this thing seriously. I do not want to embar- 
rass them. I do not mind if the people keep the Government 
in power for three thousand years: but it cannot be fair that 
some parents who are in a position topay are getting free 
secondary education for their children and those who are 
not able to do so willhave to pay. The Government wi l l  haw 
to go into it. 

I should not have to say anything on this matter. They 
should know it because I know that many Principals of pri- 
vate secondary schools are finding it very difficult now to 
collect the fees. I was hearing that there are some Princi- 
pals who haw told pupils of their schools whose fees are 
not paid not to come back to school in the new term because 
their parents did not pay their fees for the last term. I do 
not blame the Principals because they have their expenses 
to meet The Government would have to do something for 
those children who are going to private secondary schools 
because they should share the same way as those who are 
going to Government grant-aided schools. 

I am saying this to the Government by way of a warning. 
I want to help the Government. Iknowthat they do not want 
to hear anything more from me: but I do not want to em- 
barrass them becausethe time willcomeif I do not go up to 
Heaven that I am going to holla very hard if the parents of 
children who go to private schools do not get any help. When 
you warn a child that "If youdo not do so and so, I am going 
to lash youW,that would encouragehim to do what he is  told 
so as to get away from the lashes. A gentleman told me 
recently: "Lloyd, I feel ashamed that I do not have to pay 
school fees for my child now, but I still give the money to 
the mistress and she has told me that she i s  going to put it 
down and bank it for thechild.'*He said that he felt that he 
was in a position to pay. You are not doing this chap a 
favour, but there are others who would like to thank you but 
cannot thank you. 

I hope the Government will find ways and means to re- 
lieve the parents of those children who are at private 
schools. 

The Hon. Premier said that his was not a budget speech 
and he has cleverly put it in such a way by saying that we 
are passing money and we should know the policy of Gov- 
ernment on education, transport and certain things. Well, 
we are not voting anything for transport. There is only $LOO 
for the Transport Board to be voted. However, we should 
know the policy on education before we vote this money. W e  
should know what is to be done for children at the private 
secondary schools. Anyhow, I will have to wait until the next 
three months to hear about that in the Premier's Budget 
Speech It is a very fine way of doing it so a s  to get along 



with Government Business. I can say nothing more than that 
I would have to agree with it. I hope by June the MMster 
w i l l  have everything ready for us and is go* to lead us  in 
the right way. I can only hope that the Government w i l l  tell 
the parents of these children how far they are prepared to 
help them. 

I do not own a bus, but my colleague owns a bus com- 
pany: and I knowhow much Ihaveto give out by way of loans 
to parents to help pay their children's school fees. The 
parents wme to me and tell me that they have ha3 the 
amount of the school fees, but the Principal of the school 
told the child not to come back without the fees. You will 
have to have a heart of a brute not to lend the parents the 
money which they ask of you. I can speak on this at length 
because I know it. It is not every politician that pays out this 
W ay. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a lot more which I can say on 
this speech but I am not saying anything further tonight. I 
will say a few words when wz come to deal with the Heads 
of the Estimates themselves. Do not think I have finished 
with the Ministers yet. However, I am going to sit now and 
appeal to the present Government to do everything that lies 
in their power to help these poor children who have to be 
educated at the private secondary schoots. 

Mr. COWARD: Mr. Speaker, before I declare my senti- 
ments on a few of these items mentioned by the Hon. Pre- 
mier in his speech I would like to agree with you in saying 
that the old members inthis House should set an example 
to those members who have just come in here. I do not know 
if this is theexamplewhichold members should set by fili- 
bustering for so long on certain items on wbich in my opinion 
they wuld have spoken in a shorter fashion. 

Now. Sir. as a junior member of this House I would like - 7 

to express my satisfaction to the Hon. Premier in his capa- 
city as Minister of Finance for the able manner in which he 
has presented the facts in connection with the proposed 
receipts and expenditure for the coming financial year a d  
also to the Cabinet for their effort in controlling expenditure 
by reducing what they considered to be unnecessary expendi- 
ture. I will therefore only speak on a few items. 
8.20 p.m. 
I w i l l  only speak on a few items because I am not a low 
speaker. As I say, Iwillspeakonsome of the items and the 
first item, on which I w i l l  speak is Education. From tbe 
proposed expenditure, the highest amount is on education; 
the amount is nearly three times as much as it was ten 
years ago. I know that this Government has introduced a 
scheme of free secondary education in the Governrnent- 
aided Schools; I know, Sir, that with the capable Minister of 
Education which we now have, this is anexpenditure which 
is worthwhile. I am proud to know thatthe Government will 
not have to bring down any Cadbury or Choa,laoe (L m gh te rl 
in order to show usbwtheDcparanentof Education should 
be run. What Iwould l&etokmw,however, is  if any provi- 
sion has beem made in this expenditure for the purpose of 
supplying hot meals in the schools or if we will have to 
come back here with a supplementary Resolution in that con- 
nection when the Committee makes its final report. 

Mr. Speaker, amther thing I have raodced,and hon. 
members wil l  agree with me, is the great nLlmber of chil- 
dren who are attending the secondary schools. lthink that we 
will have to explore every avenue in order to B that em- 
pkyment is obtained for some of these children when they 
leave s c b L  Iwodd like to impress upon the Mori, Minister 
the necessity for seeiugthat these scbools give of heir best 
in order to justify the money which is spent on education. 

T b  nwrthighest expenditure is under the Head - Medi- 
cal and all af us appreciate that the health of a wmtry is of 
paramnmt importance. I hope that the Mori, Minister of 
Social Services w i l l  soon see his way to make a statement 
on the future of tht Geoeral HospitaL because, as far as 
can be ascertained, all is not we3.l I@ then. What is n- 
sponsibk for that state of affairs I feel we should know. I 
must say that noamountofpraisecanbetoohighforthe 
sssviccs W '  on? mmked by the Director of Medical 
Sarvices. (Cheers) L I Bope that if I have the homur to be 

here to debate the next Estimates Iwillbe able to say what 
I have just said abu t  the administration of the General 
Hospital. 

Mr. Speaker, there has been a b t  of talk by hob mem- 
bers abut  the transport serviceand Imustsay that if I did 
not mention anything about that service, I wouEd be lacking 
in my duty. I feel it is time that the appropriate Minister 
should make a statemem on the Transport Service. T h t  
should be done very soon. If is nearly semm yems that the 
Government was fiddling with the Transport service. Iam 
not prepared to say whether the Gowrnment shoukJ run the 
Transport Service or not, and I am not surprised at the 
present state of affairs because it isbelieved that the. run- 
ning of a transport service is so simplethat any person or 
persons canoperate it. If you were to take up the newspaper, 
you wi l l  see from day to day that someone is directing how 
the Transport Service shoukl be operated. I feel that the 
past Government also felt in the same way as I have ex- 
pressed; that is the reason why they have been throwing 
away money from year to year ontransport. I am happy to 
know that this Government has decided and is determined 
not to throw away any money in this direction. (Cheer s ) .  I 
would appeal to this Government not to follow the pattern 
of the last Government where transport is concerned in 
throwing away the taxpayers* money from time to time. I 
would appeal to this Government to be realistic and make a 
statement on the matter of transport at theirearliest con- 
venience. 

Mr. Speaker, before I take my seat, I want to express 
my sincere satisfaction for the decisionwhichthe Govern- 
ment has seen fit to make to remove the expenditure fcr 
refreshments for m b e r s  of this House. (Lau gfi ter and 
Cheers). We, as representatives of the peoplc, should be 
reasonable. I feel that all of us are businessmen; all of us 
are running our businesses and we are in a position to pro- 
vide ourselves with h h .  The Government is quite right 
in removing the expenditure in this connection and albw that 
money to be spent in Wiag the poor, unfortunate and 
under-privileged people who are more in need of this help 
than the members of this House. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not think I will tire you any longer 
by saying arrything more on this BilL Whatever I have to say 
on other martiers I will reserve undlwbenthis How gpes 
into Committee on this Bill, (Cheers ). 

Mr. SPEAKER: Does any ather b n .  member propose 
to speak on this Bill before the Hon. MiniSter of Finance 
makes his closing remarks? (Af ter  a Pause). Since it ap- 
pears that there is no other hon. member who wants to speak 
on this Bi& let the Hon. Premier proceed to make his 
reply. 
8.30 p.m 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, there are a few 
corrections which I wou3d like to maketothe typescript of 
the second reading s w h  on the Appropriation Bilt It is 
customary in order to get them onthe record of the House 
not to approach the printers or the Reporters but to have 
them embodied in the debates oC this House a s  formal 
a d m e n t s .  Thwe are a few typographical errors and 
other errors in the transcript, and Ihave already supplied 
a list of these to b a r k o f t h e  House, and be has agreed 
m all the correctfons of what hehtmself remembers when 
the speech was made. The corrections are as follows:- 

On page 3 in lim 14 of the speech, that is two lines 
More the end of paragraph ~2, the word ''equilibrium" 
should read In the third line of the last 
paragraph on the same page,youwiasee 'Bank of England 
reduced its rate of 5 I W .  That should read ''Bank of 
England reduced its rate 5 l&&.** On the next page in 
line 8, you'will see Yx rs which o U  on the market 
rate of interest*', but that sbuld read 'Yacmrs which in- 
fluence the marks rate of interest*,. That is, thewords 
"obtain on" sbould bedeleted and tbword '-" in- 

insdaad. In the last paragraph on the six& U, or 
eight lines from the bottom of the page, you will see these 
words: "dates as far back as 2lst July, 1955.** That should 
read "dates as far back as July"; the 'Zlst" should be 



deleted, and it is not "1955" but 'Y957". On pagle 5, the 
first word on the last Une of the first paragraph which is 
line 10 on that page should be deleted, so that the last sen- 
tence will read: "and the situation which obtains at the 
present juncture". The word 'how" is tautologous. In line 
21, that is in the second paragraph, or four from the 
bottom ofthe second paragraph, that line reads "by a stroke 
of genius, it was decided, so large was that fund accruing"; 
that is incorrect and it should read "so large was the 
amount accruing to the fund*'. 

Onpage6,lineseven,youwillsee"allthemoney was 
being delegated towards*'; that should read "dedicated to- 
wards the construction of the Deep Water Harbour'*. On 
page 8, six lines from the bottom the word "advisably" 
should be "advisable" and on the very next line, the last 
word in hsentence on that- should be "personaffy", so 
that it will read "since I am calling on you personally". On 
page 9, five lines from the bottom, the last word in that line 
"interest" should read "invesmeat'*. On page 10, line 
seventeen - I will ha-,e to read the whole sentence which 
reads as follows: "to simplify the layout of the Estimates 
as much as possible and as compatible with the accuracy of 
cornmonsense". This does not make either sense or com- 
rnonsense and that is not what was said. It should read ''I 
have tried along with the financial staff to simplify the lay- 
out of the Estimates as much as possible and as may be 
compatible with accuracy and cornmonsense". So the three 
corrections are the words "may be" tobeinserted before 
the word "compatible" on that line, the word "the*' before 
accuracy is deleted; and the word "and" is substituted for 
the word "of'bdore the word ''commonsense**. On the 
same page in line 32or four lines from the bottom, you will 
see 'The figure is known to fluctuate to $500,000;" the word 
"to" should read "around*'. 

If you turn to page 11, Sirsinthe second line the word 
"audited** should be "added**. On page 13, line 15 which is 
in the second paragraph about one-third of the way down, 
you w i l l  see the words "you wiU have a Minister of Agri- 
culture with technical advisers under him*'. h should read 
'Minister of Education withtechnicaladvisers under him"; 
therefore the word ''Agriculture*' is dekml and the word 
"Education*' is substinmed therefor. Onpage l 8  in the first 
line the word 'hu ld"  should read "should". In the last line 
but one which Your Honour would callthe pen- line of 
the last paragraph butone,thereis acorrectian to be made. 
The line should read "country which owes him a U* **. 

On page B, Mr. Speaker, in thc lastparagraph on the 
fifth Ilne the word "deficieecy*' should be ' ~ h e n c y * ' ,  
something which is a contradictkm in terms. 
8.40 p.m. 

On page 23, Sir, if we go down to the 10th line from the 
bottom of the debate you wi l l  seethe word 'Stokes". I think 
I should read from the 12th lim from the bomm which 
reads as follows: "lt does not mean that we are going to 
discourage any private or charitable organisation fmmpro- 
moting familyplanning in the way that thestokes Clinic does 
in the United Kingdom very effectively.'" 

That Clinic should be "Stopes". 

On page 26, line four you have thewords ' hegodating 
price of swar". It should be 'hegodated priceof sugar*'. 

On page 27 Ilne seven, the second word is "by". The 
word should be "about". Thcn in line eletRn you have the 
word 'bxporou". That should be and the word 
'bpo~mporter ** should be incam&. In the last line but o m  you 
have tbe phrase "quite apart from our e~rtpapulption**, 
it should read "quite apart from our exportof papulatlon*' 
which means that the word "ofaf" SW be afow the 
word '.exportg9. 

word should be "with" insaead of 'b**. 

Onp~epe32,line22,whichisthcsscondlineinthe 
thtrd paragraph instead of the word "resources**, there 

should be the words "such reserves". That sentence would 
mw read 'Mr. Speaker, the immediate demands for ex- 
penditure w i l l  be met from such reserves as  may be still 
Mt.." Then we go down to line 29 which is in the same para- 
graph ad that sentence begins: "If you do not have any 
money on call at short notice ad liquid cash,*' it should 
read: ''If you do not have any money on call or at short 
notice liquid cash,". The word "or" should be inserted 
before the preposition "at", and theword "andwshouId be 
deleted M o r e  the word 'liquid*'. 

On the next page which is page 33 in line 12, the sen- 
tence starts: 'The value must fall to $50,000.,.** This 
should mad: 'The value does not fallto $50,000.,." There- 
fore, the word "rnust" should be deleted and the two words 
"does not*' should be inserred beforethe word "fall". I am 
asking that those corrections be made. 

Now, Sir, Ithinkthathohmemhers would want to move 
into the Committee stage on this Bill. I Ww that certain 
questions were asked but I am sure tbey would be asked in 
Committee. It is pretty difficult for me sitting down here all 
day bng to remmber all the questions. A lot of those ques- 
tions were rhetorical. 

The hon. junior member for St. Joseph asked such a 
question about theTransport Board: wkther we would allow 
the Transport Board to haw the same concessions as the 
Telephone Company and tbe Electric Company. To the best 
of my bwledge, the Transport Board has allthe conces- 
sions possible. It enjoys exemption from duty on the pay- 
ment of gasolene and it also gets in all its equipment free 
of customs duty. As far as theTelephoneCompany is con- 
cerned, it is not within my knowledge that the Barbados 
Telephone Company Limited enjoys any duty free cones- 
sions at all. I have never heard of it. h is possible, but I 
have searched through the Customs Tariff Act and I find no 
reference to any duty freeconcessions granted to the Tele- 
phone Company. As far as the Barbados Electric Company 
Supply Corporation which is now called the Barbados Light 
and Power Company, in the Confirmation Order for the old 
Barbados Light and Power Company, they *re given ex- 
emption from customs duty for cenain enghs, materials 
and tramways. Large sections of that Act have now been re- 
pealed and I am not aware, apart fromthe new installation 
equipment which was brought doqxhat  any exemption from 
customs duty was afforded the BaPbados Light and Power 
Company* There are certain provisions in the Customs 
Tariff Act stating the ratesof dury for electrical equipment 
and there is no discrimination In the 1957 Act, Chapher 27, 
on ekctric motors, transformers and such material youpay 
the normal rates of duty, 19% preferential rate, and 2@ 
general rate. As far as the Transport Board is concernsd, 
that already has all these concessions and it is still incur- 
ring a loss every year. 

I was ~rymucharcouragsd bythe remarks by the hon. 
senior member for St. Joseph because he himself is an 
operator of transport. If the hon senior member for St. 
Joseph sdll finds himself viable and notinsolwnt,it seems 
m m that we can atll tkTransportBoard: '!Go and do thou 
libwise". 

I think thehon.rnemberhasgottwothingsmixed W, 
the question of o p e r a  bsscs and the purchasing of capi- 
tal equipment. The Transport Board by somtbhg which has 
got to be exposed at s o m  timeor the other which I can an 
clememalpitceofdishoncsty, asked theHousetobring 
down a Resolution - and Iwantthehon. junior member for 
St. George to sit down now because wedo not have to hokf 
a public investigation h u t  this. There are certain mem- 
bers in this community who manage theit business affairs 
in this manner and they have imported this kind of business 
practice fnto tb TransportBoard. The Transport Board 
came to the House of Assembly and said that they wanted 
the House of Assembly to guarantee the ~ayrnentof a bank 
loan for tbm. Youwillsceinthe Estimates the figures for 
brhghg fn new machinery. This was in 1957. 
8.50 PJ~. 

H a a n a n b u s  of* Housegotupatthatttne, includ- 
ing dre hDn. senior member for theCity,and made a contri- 
bution to the debate. That was in 1957. The km. senior 



member for St. P a r  and others asked the Minisar in m 
uncertain terms to let the House of Assembly know what 
they were doing, whether they were coming to the House for 
money to buy the buses or whethr a ban was guaranteed, 
wbether the buses were ordered or not. But we knew that the 
buses were ordered. They said that the House was being 
asked to guarantee the raising and repayment of a ban. 
They had already borrowed the money from the Bank and 
the Bank did not askthem for any guarantee. I have chapter 
and mrse for this. I am not sayhg what I intend to do with 
the Transport Board. The hon. senior member for the 
City has made sorm suggtstions already a d  ifthy cannot 
take a hint, the Minister of Communications will deal with 
that. It was stated that this money was to guarantee the 
repayment of the ban at the rate of $4,500 per month; the 
Board had no intention of repaying that money, but having 
had it put in the Estirnahes by way of a Resolution in 1957, 
they came back to the House for diminishing amounts year 

If you were to look at the notes to the Head 'Subsidies 
and Grants " you will see - I am looking for the amount as it 
appears in the Estimates - that the amount was $252,000. 
They took the approval of the Iegislature for permission to 
talPe $625,000 out of the Public Treasury which was mwr 
the inteiition of the Legislature. They refused to m a y  the 
Bank the money, but everytime that they ordered new buses 
they would come to the House - l was not in the House at the 
time or they would not have got away with it. The U s e r  
was asked questions by the hon. senior member for the City 
and hon. members can say what they like when we corn  to 
deal withthis matter in Committee. Isay that it is an elem- 
ental piece of dishonesty; they systernadCany purchamd the 
buses when all that the Legislature had undertaken to do was 
to guarantee the repayment of the loan. Asto this Sl50,OOO 
the Legislature in Barbados never undertook to subsidise 
the Transport Board at all, They knew very well that if they 
had to come to the House for moneyto purchase the buses, 
there would have been a kind of inquisition into the workings 
of the Board. They said that every statutory Board has its 
bans guarandeed by the Government, but they used a mehd 
of purchasing the buses. 

When the hon. junior member for St. George described 
my action as being brutal. I am sorry that I could not be a 
bit more brutal with them. I would be fairly brutal with 
them if the maner were in the Law Courts. Mr. Speaker, 
I am sorry that I have to refer to a Statutory Board in this 
way. The peculiar circumstances under 'which the buses 
were taken over and given back to the private concession- 
aires never met with my appnwaL Ido not think it would be 
advisable for me to say that we are go@ to give back buses 
to anybody. If there has been any giving back of buses by 
the former Minister of Communications, he knows to whom 
he has given them back and for what reasons he has done so. 
W e  are dealing with the Boad dispassionately; and in the 
light of what we know about the financial machinations of 
the Board, we are not advocating that one penny should be 
used to subsidise the Board in these peculiar circumstances 
because the whole thing is  being run dishonestly and they are 
stU wanting money. They are using a sleight of hard, if I 

: may describe it as that. Ido not need any commissionof en- 
qulry; but on the Resolution on whichthey came forward to 
this House ad by the debates, we can see that they were 
using public moneys on the assumption that the money was 
appropriated for the use ofthemard whenit was never so. 

T k  House was only asked to guarantee the ban. If I 
ask anybody to guarantee or if I ask for a guarantee at the 
Bank, I do not expect them to take back my motor car in or- 
der to recover the money. That is absolute nonsense. At the 
time when they c a m  for the guaranm, the Banks did not 
ask them for any guarantee ad they had already advanced 
thcm the money. Tbse things ha- been kept under w w r  
for m bng. I have m animosity against any organisation 
in this country, but you are as- me to look after the 
&lances of the island of Barbados and you have people 
whom I cannot trust witbin 5 mibs of tbe puzzling box 
whichmysonhasathome. 

Mr. h4ILLER: On a point of order. Iwonder if the hon. 
member would he4, us as to whetbwr the figure was $120,000 
or  SE25,OOO. 

Hon. E. W. ahRROW: Thc figure was $600,000 5rst  and 
then $125,000 whkh makes a total of W25,000. 

m. MIUER: on a point of order. 1 want to know if 
the Hon. Premier is in a position to say whether that momy 
was used in the purchase of the buses. 
9.00 p.m. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Iwould not go in Court and swear 
it was used for anything, but they said it was used for the 
purposeofthe buses and there aresupposedto be, I t .  
$242,538 left back out of that albtted vote, and the reason 
why that has ban bra* to my attenth isthrttby 
recently came for the rest of the money, and I asked them 
which money1 When I checked backallthekgalstepsby 
which thy had been spending this money, I discowred 
that the Legislature never intended for thcm to have any 
money at all, You can c- thedebates of 1957 - I cannot 
remember the precise date -- but when the hon. member 
over there gets up and talks about my being brutal, I have to 
give the public the brutal facts. This Gowrnmtnt has m, 
confidenoe o w r  t h e ~ o f o f E o a r d . P t h a t i s ~  
the hon. member what he wants to hear, that is what we 
w i l l  have to say, but I am not prepared to say that we are 
giving back anybody the buses. We w i l l  do whamer is in 
the interest of the community. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that answers the hon, member's 
question. I do not fedit is any part of my duty because I am 
P Government Minister to get up here a d  conceal facts, 
hwever ugdeasant they are, from the public. Ido not feel 
at the same time that it is anypart of my duty to run down 
the people because somebody meets me in the Public Build- 
ings and tells me that somebody has carried away gasolene. 
I do not pay attention to that kind of thing at a& but when I 
have printed evidence in the handwriting of the culprits 
themselw, what do you expect? 

Mr. MILLEFZ: Mr. Speaker, I would 3ike the Premier 
whemver h is possibk to state the facts, d .if tbre is 
anything to say, do please say it. 

Hon. E. W. m. A bt more can be said, but 
I s q p a i n t b c o u i s e o f t b ~ , h o n t m m b m s  
win bc c w  for informadon and m win givethein- 
formation. It is all tbwa TMs isodya shon m&, sad if 
there are anyothsrqwstionswhichhon,mbmbarswould 
haw liked me to answer,Iwouldbglad to answer bscouse 
I cannot possibly remember all theqmdms. Ithink I haw 
answered thc hon. junior membr for St. 30- 

Mr. Speaker, there are certain items which wiahave to 
be m o d  in as amendments, but we w i l l  do them when the 
different Heads come I@. Thcre are certain arnendmems 
which haw to be made to the Addenda and to the main ser- 
vices. 

The question that this Bill be now read a second time 

was put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move 
that Your Honour do now kave thc Chair and the House go 
into Committee of S q l y  and that it be an insvuctlon while 
in Committee of Supply to deal with the Estimates. 

W C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. HLSBANDG: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order, we 
are committing ourselves to theappropriadr,nafmoneyfor 
certain Government Heads, but is this properly regarded 
as Cornmime of Supply? This is the Appropriation Bnt I 
am informed now that wmare dealingwiththe Estimates at 
the same time. Formerly we dealt with the Resolution 
appropriating certain sums of money More WB dealt with 
the Appropriation Bill. This mar m am doins this 
a lit& dffSwaa$r in that we are p a s f a g  tbc bropria- 
tion Bill first, and I was wondering if we are really passing 
the Estimates as such. I am informed by the Clerk that 
we are doing so, and therefore I have had my answer. 



The question was put and resolved in h e  af)inative 
un'tbout ditrision, and Mr. SPEAKER left the G a i r  and 
the House went into Committee of Supply, Mr. BATSON 
b a n g  in the Chair. 

HEAD 1 - GOVERNOFL 

Head I - Governor was called. 

Hon.E.W.EuRRoW:Mr.Chainnan,HeadIwlllbe 
found immediately afm the first blue sheet in the Draft 
Estimates. I would like to make an amendment to Item 6 - 
UnestabUshed Staff. I would like topoint out that the note to 
hem 6 says 'Tor details see Appendix D**. Actually, Sir, 
there should haw been a note there. We are not actually 
amending the addendum, but I want to point out to hon. 
members under hem 6 that His Excelle~~:~ the Governor 
win pay into General a fixed annual contributton 
of $1,500 towards the wages of Government House staff. 

I beg to move that the sum of $31899 under Head I - 
Hovenor, stand part of the Schedule. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

HEAD 2 - SERVICE COMMISSDNS 

Head 2 - Service Commissions - was called. 

Hon. E. W. B-W: Mr. Chairman, Item 13 - Train- 
im Fund - is to be reduced by $40,000, and the revised 
provision tberedore is $llO,OM) instead of $150,000. 

I beg to move that the sumof$412,cI45 under Head 2 - 
Service Commissions - stand part of tbe Schedule. 

 on. W. A CRAWFORD: I beg to second that. 

Mr. WAKOTT: Mr. Chairman, I am ~~ at Item 
14 - Leave Passages. Now Iheard the Premier say that he 
is priming and taking off mow therefore a lot of fringes 
have to be h b e d  into. I want to ask this: how long since was 
it that we passed an Act and it cannot be amended? I have 
not heard the Premier say anythiog on leave passages. 
9-10 POW 

I want to say here and now that tbe Barbados public 
has been given the general feeling - if you had to take a 
referendum, there would be possibly no man who would 
vote in favour of your paying outleavepassages. The Civil 
Servants themselves have come to the realisation that we 
cannot afford this cobnial method wWh was instituted 25 
years ago, the continuation of leave passages at this stage. 
All of that bogus argument that we pay leave passages to 
these peopb so as to refurbish their minds has absolutely 
no meaning as a condition of employment in these days. 

I think in this Budget, if the Hon. Premier wants to 
save money, a positive notice should be given to the Civil 
Servants who are looking for a free ride that you are going 
to stop h passages. There is absolutely no reason why 
Barbados should be saddled with the paykg out of leave 
passages to the majority of its CivilServicepersonnel. For 
the most pan they are all Barbadians and why must they 
be able to go to the United Kingdomout of the pocket of the 
taxpayers of this country when thcy an on holiday? It has 
n, meaning to me and this should be the last tme we should 
see provision for it in the Estimates. 

Mr.MCn"TLEY: Mr.Speaker, if youbok at b12, you 
w i l l  see Acting Allowances, Payment of Substitutes, 
$160,000 and the Note to it says: '%pay officers required 
to act in various capacities and substitutes for officers going 
on long ham Increase. in number ofofficersgoing on long 
learn and on trm courses, omrsas.**From that Note, 
you can very w e l l  see that it is more than $75,000 for 
Uave Passages which you are paying out. Youhave to pay 
OtheroBEFcersactingallowanceswhenthoseofficersgoon 
leave. We cannot afford these things with the other tbings 
which we have to do. You cannot afford the amount of 

$75,000 which we have for leave passages and it w i l l  amount 
to that plus possibly half of this $160,000; so I certainly 
agree with the hon. senior member for St. Peter. 

Mr. SMBH: Mr. Chairman, I was never in favour of 
these leave passages at an because this amount of money 
which we vote for it seems to keep up the airline and 
steamship companies more than anything else. Even the 
people to whom this money is paid do not get wry much 
from it. There are a lot of things which can be done with 
this money. Imagine you are taking an ordinary 'Bajan" 
and givinghim atrip to England. Ican understanl your doing 
this for one who comes from abroad and after a certain 
number of years he wants to go back home, so you he@ 
him along with granting him a ban; but you have the or- 
dinary 'Sajan8* whom you are picking up and sending him to 

i 

England by this means. I was never in favour of it It is 
not that I am against the people who go on those trips, but 
it is the principle of the thing which I am against. W e  are 
not able to do it. The Hon. Premier seems to me to be using 
his knife in one direction. Whenhe is going to use it, use it 
and cut this out altogether. 

W. MILLER: Sir, I agree with the cutting down of this, 
but I do not agree withthe cutting down on Item 12 which is 
for h t b g  Allowances and Payment of Substitutes. Ido not 
agree with what the hon. senior member for the City said. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: What I said was this. TheHon. Prem- 
ier mentioned this $75,000 for Leavepassages. I said that 
it was not only this $15,000 but if you look at k m  12, Acting 
Allowances and Payment of Substitutes, you will see that 
there is $160,000 to be voted under that Item and the Note 
said: '90 pay officers required to act in  various capacities 
and substitutes for officers going on long leave. Increase in 
number of officers going on long leave, and on mining 
courses overseas." Therefore I said that it was pan of that 
too. In other words, I meant that it was more than $75,000. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Sir, Ido not think any hon. mem- 
ber who has been in the House for any time is in any 
doubt about this whole institution of leave passages. This 
sum of $75,000 is more complicated than the question of 
people working here and going on leave. It also includes 
provision for officers on contract. The $75,000 was au- 
thorised by Government and it is true that any law which 
has been made can also be unmade. W e  have this matter 
now under consideration; but in the short time which was 
at our disposal we did not want to take precipitate action 
of repealing regulations which might have a very bad effect 
on the status and benefits to which certain officers may 
have been entitled under contract or otherwise. 

Some people may have booked their passage even be- 
fore the alections to go abroad. W e  have not yet given a 
comprehensive study to the officers on contract and Leave 
Passage is part of their condition of service. According to 
a recent regulation, we must mt  only give it to certain offi- 
cers, but even increase the frequency with which certain 
officers from the United Kingdom may beendtled to leave. 
Of course, tbe United Kingdom Government is going to pay 
the substantiany increased cost in its participation of the 
frequency in which these officers may leave the colony and 
come to the United Kingdom. That i s  what is  happening in 
this cobnial era  which is coming to an end. They are also 
insisting that their children may come out to the colony 
once ayear. They are going topay for all of this and the on- 
ly reason why I did not t a b  it out entirely was because we 
do not want to do any injustice to some of these officers. 
This is somethjng which we hope by next year if we are not 
able to entirely tllminabe it that it would be so reduced 
that it w o d  be a regl&iU portion of what it is now. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, before youput the ques- 
tion, I witl like the Hon. Premier to look at Item 17, Loans 
to Public Officers. The Note says: 'To provide bans to 
public officers in special cases. May be paid only on the 
authority of the Executive Comrnitt~e~'. I would like the Hon. 
Premier to explain that more fully. Does it mean through 
illness or defalcation? 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: This sum, Mr. Chairman, is pro- 
vided for cases of emergencies such as that in which a pub- 



ltc officer and a m b e r  of hisfamilymayho~ttogofor~1 
emergency operation. 

The question that the sum of $412,445 under Head 

2 - Service Ccmmissions - stand part of the Schedule 

w a s  put and resr lved in the a f f i m t i v e  without division. 

HEAD 3 - LEGISLATURE 

Head 3 - Legislature - was called 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Under Head 3, there are quite a 
few amendments which have to be made. If hon. members 
take their pencils inhand, they wiU be able to follow me. On 
page fj Item 6, Speaker, the amount of $6,480 is to be re- 

* duced by $1,200 making a revised provision $5,280. The 
note is to be amended in accordance with legislation to be 

i enacted. That Bill will shortly be brought to the House. 

8; Under the same Head, on page 6, Item 20, Refresh- 
ments, the amount to be deleted is $14,000. Ttae revised 
provision is nil under this i ~ m .  Hon. members may have 
noticed in the Press that the figure quoted to be reduced 
under this item was $1,400. The actual figure is %14,000. 
9.20 p.m. 

Some hon. members are askir!g if any alternative 
arrangements are being made whereby hon. members can 
get light or not so light refreshments. I should like to say 
that I have discussed this mataer with His Hoyur the 
Speaker and everything is being done to make sure that 
some kind of canteen arrangement is made for hon. mem- 
bers to get refreshments for which, of course, they w i l l  pay. 
On the same page 20, this note should be deJeted altogether 
because the Act 1891-7 is not the correctone. Under Item 
21 - Stationery -thew is a bit of confusion here. The note 
which reads ''to meet stationery requirements** is the wr- 
rect one; but as far as Note 20is concerned, that is, "Act 
1891-7 as amended by Act, 1946-13"is incorrect. You will 
see that that is a printer's error and that the note should 
read "Act 1891-24 as amended by Act, 1946-13".Then the 
Travelling Allowance for His Honour the Speaker should be 
increased by so that the revised provision would be 
$1,080 instead of $120. That has to be amended in acwrd- 
ance with legislation which was laid in the House today. The 
Government Hospitality Vote is to be increased by $4,000 
which w i l l  make a total of 810,000.1 am asking leave to 
make these amendments. 

There bcing no cbjection, leave uas gmnted the 

Hon. Premier. 

I Hon. E. W. BARROW: With those amendments, Mr. 
Chairman, I beg to move that the sum of $44,613 under 
Head 3 -- Legislature -- stand part of the Schedule. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 
1 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, I feel it is my responsi- 
bility to say a few words on this mather. I do not know that 
the Hon. Premier has given all of the facts. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a point of order. That Is not 
true. If the hon. member wi l l  bok at the speech he will see 
that I traced the matter right through. h was decided to 

I 
l put His Honour the Speaker on the same scale as a Minister 

and this Item has amounted to a net reduction of $70 a 
I month in the emoluments of the Speaker. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, the point Iwishto make 
is this: when the last Speaker was serving elsewhere the 
salary was taken to the present kveL I think it is unfair 
to the Speaker and I think that he himself woukl fike tk 
public to know what the position is. When the salary was 
increased so as to facilitate the last Speaker, it was done 
with the understanding that this job was to be a full-tim 
one. I believe that the work is not enough to keep the Speak- 
er tied up and today he is operating on a part-time basis. 
IthinkitisonlyfairtoallowthepublFctoknowthatwkn 
he is seen working in the Law Courts he is doing so with 
some understanding that the Speaker *S job is not a full-time 
job and there has been a reduction in the salary. Now how 

l 

can you justify this increase of traveIling albwancc? The 
present Speaker is opera- from his Chambers once to 
this Assembly whereas the past Speaker was operating from 
24 m m .  Iremernber the criticism which was made by hon. 
members opposite in this House, on platforms and else- 
where in wnmcdon with the $90 a month as Travelling 
Allowance for th Ministers. 

I that His Honour the Speaker woukl not like the 
country to fed otherwise in respect of this reduction in 
salary, and I hope. we will see a tablet on his door. On the 
question of this additional $360, the present Speaker is not 
expected to do the same travelling which the last Speaker 
did and therefore I think that you would be in trouble in 
order to justify this amount. It is p e r f ' h o n e s t  and it is 
good for the country for the Speaker to accept this reduction 
of $1,200 a yearwiththeunderstatxlingthathe will continue 
his practice in the Law Courts, but there is nothing you 
could advance to have Parliament andthepublic feel that it 
is necessary to increase this travelling allowanceby $360. 
As I have already said, the Speaker is operating from his 
Chambers, a distance of less than aquarter of a mile from 
Parliamem; but when the previous Speaker was in office, 
this Travelling Allowance was based on the understanding 
that there was a distance of 24 miles involved. 
9.30 p.m 

I lielime, Mr. Premier, that with your anxiety to use 
the sharp edge"." 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would like the hon. member to address 
*Chair. 

Mr. MILLER: I am addressing rhe Chair. When I say 
'Mr. Premier*' I mean Mr. Premier throllgh the Chair. 
I am pointing out to the Premier that he cannot jusdfy it, 
and I feel that it may involve some embarrassment to the 
Speaker. If you are goingto use the sharp edge of the prun- 
ing knife rather than the back of the blade, you should use 
that 8320 or $330 to buy lubricatingoilfor the Barber Green 
and youwould make the Speaker happy. I am more than sure 
about this. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I do not agree with the 
hon. junior member for St. George. The hon. member knows 
that the last Government got and cooked up something for 
the former Speaker; no law was passed inhere. Who passed 
any law in here saying that the postof Speaker is a whole- 
time job? It was a convenient arrangement because you lost 
the ehection in St. John, and you ran helter-skebr and 
asked the former Speaker to come back, but which law says 
so? There is no debatein this Assembly which says that the 
Speaker's post was to be whole time, and I chal lew any 
member who was a member of the House at the time to 
b r a  the debate showing the dictatorial methods that were 
used. The first time you heard aboutthis whob-time busi- 
ness was in this election w k n  the hon. member's Party 
was trying to cook up another election and had the former 
Speaker in some position, and now the hon. member is 
saying that he was made to understand not to run. Who 
passed the law saying that the former Speaker had to give 
up his other job? There is something very sordid about the 
whole affair. The former Speaker had a job which they told 
him to give up, and he did. Somebody probably tholclght it 
was in fra dig for the former Speaker to be a Trade Unionist, 
and he probably felt so. 

Mr. Chairman, I would not consider it in fm di g for me 
to be a Trade U n i s t  and be Speaker, because I feel that 
my profession is as honourable as any barrister, doctor 
o r  lawyer, and I could go into any cane piece at any time 
to meet a worker and still come back and sit in the Chair 
without lowering the dignity of the Chair. If a schoolmaster 
was made Speaker, and @ did not want to remain as a 
scmoOlmaster and felt like giving uphis post, that would be 
a matter for him; but do not tell me that anything was 
passed here making the Speakership a whofe-time job. That 
is what you may have done behind the scenes. That is what I 
W v e  may have happemd, but nothing was done in Par- 
liament telling somebody that he must give up his job in 
order to come here and serve. 

Mr. Chairman, the question about people giving 14 their 
jobs was suggesded in the caseofMlnisbers,but it was ad- 



hered to in the breach. You were apiece of Minister and a 
piece of something else. That is why whenthe hon. member 
asked if the Ministers were running anything else, he could 
be told "no", because the hon. junior rnernber for St. 
George was a Minister but still had his ice factory. Mr. 
Chairman, I am saying that thespeakershipins not a whole 
time job; it was only a bogus arrangement, and I am not 
going to sit here and underwrite. any foolishness. Imagine 
a Minister telling another man who is drawing less than a 
Minister that he must give up his job, when that Minister 
had an ice factory which he did not give up wkn he was 
drawing $800. The former Premier practised as a doctor 
and was drawing $1,000 a month. He was letting down his 
basket and taking up the dollars. A woman by the name of 
Mayers who used to be my servant said that the person 
whom the doctor sent back for apenny was she. Therefore 
the doctor was getting $1,000 amonth and still letting down 
his basket and practisingonSundays, becausesunday is the 
big day. Yet they came back withsomebogus arrangement 
saying that it was undignified for a person to be Speaker 
and have to go in a cane piece to a worker. The Ministers 
whose salaries were  higher than that of thespeaker did mt 
give up their other businesses, but the hon. member is now 
saying that it was agreed that the Speakership should be a 
whole-time job. 

Mr. Chairman, if the present Government of whichthe 
Speaker is a Party rnernber has decided that the Speaker's 
emoluments can be reduced, it is amatoer for the Govern- 
ment in power. They are not asking for more money. The 
hon. member raised the question about travelbg allowance. 
All of us here know where the Speaker lives. You may ask 
the Government to explain what are the reasons for increas- 
ing his travelling allowance to the same amount as the 
Ministers, but where he lives or where he operates his 
office does not come into it, because if you base it on where 
his office operates, you willhave to ask what the travelling 
allowance was based on on the last occasion. Let me tell 
everybody in this House that we are intelligent men in here. 
W e  are not dealing with somebody in Flat Rock or Bawdens.. 
(A VOICE: That is in St. Andrew.)..,.Or in Mile-and-a- 
Quarter, Rock Hall, Lonesome Hill or Roebuck who does 
not understand the intricacies of Parliament. I would not 
say "Cats Castle", because that is the University. W e  are 
members of this Chamber, and we look through things and 
know when it comes to these small allowances that the total 
salary was brought back to $600, but yougave the member 
an opportunity of not having to pay income tax on all. What 
was the original position? The Speaker's salary was put 
down at the rate of $6,480 per annurn and then l - ~  had a 
further allowance of $720, so that when you add $720 to 
$6,480, the figure is $7,200. Therefore you gave a salary 
that was less than $600 out of theTreasury so that the in- 
come tax was reduced by a taxable amount of $720 a year 
less. You were giving thespeaker a travelling allowance of 
$60 a month, and it was done to suit the incumbent at that 
time; sodo not say youcannot justifyit. What was the justi- 
fication of giving the Speaker $600 when no other member in 
the House was increased? This was done to the Speaker 

alone after the Federal Elections whr?n a new incumbent was 
made Speaker and you came with an ~mendrnent to the 
Speaker *S emoluments. 
9.40 p.m 

h 1959, that is three years ago, the then Speaker re- 
signed from a job which hedid; therefore,he would have to 
make an increase in this emolwmnt for somebody who was 
giving up a job. You cannot call on any mernber of Parlia- 
ment to give up a job to be Speaker. 

The hon. junior member for St. George was a party to 
this cooked up business of the Speaker being paid $600 a 
month because if a gentleman by the name of Mr. J. W. B. 
Chenery had been made Speaker, the situation would have 
been entirely different The hon. members from that side h 3 

should not open their mouths. I do not know what the hon. 
member is talking about this being a wholetimeSpeaker. W e  
never had anybody yet be- a wholetime Speaker. He is 
Speaker of the House of Assembly and after the House is 
adjourned he can go and play a game or play a saxophone. 

Mr. MOTTLEY, Mr. MILLER and the Non. K'. A. 
CRAWFORD m s e  to speak. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I wi l l  listen to the hon.senior mem- 
ber for the City. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Sir, it was the intention of the 
Government to move the adjournment of the House at 9.30 
o'clock. We were here since 10 am. o'clock. Therefore, 
at this stage I want to move that Your Honour do now report 
progress a d  ask for Leave for the Committee to sit again. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question uns put an d resolved in  the affinmtive 

uithout division. 

Mr. CHRRMAN reported t o  Mr. SPEAKER uho re* 

sumed the Chair and reported accordingly. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Before I move the adjourn- 
ment, in fixing the Order Paper, the first item would be 
continuation of Committee in Supply to discuss the Esti- 
mates. I presume that Private Members' Business would 
remain the same. 

I now beg to move that this House do now stand ad- 
journed until tomorrow, Wednesday, 21st March, 1962, at 
10,'clock in the forenoon 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I beg to second that. 

The question was  put and resolved in the affinnztive 

without division and M. S P m K E H  adjourned the House 

accordingly. 




