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Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly 
met at 3 o'clock pm. today. 

PRESENT 

H i s  Honour Mr. J. E. T. BRANCKER, Q.C., (Speaker); 

Mr. F. L.  WALCOTT, 0.I3.E.; Hon. C. E. TALMA, 6Vinis* 

i s t e r  o f  Agriculture,  Lands  and Fisheries);  Hon. E.  K. 

BARROB, B.SC., (Premier); Mr. S. F:. SEALY; Hon. 

G. G. FERGUSSON, (Minister of  Communications, Works, 

Hous ing  and Tourism); Mr. W .  R. COW4 RD; Yr .  G. V. 

BATSON, (Chairman o f  Committees);  and Hon. -1. DaC. 

EDWARDS, (Minis ter  o f  Sociul  Serv ices ) ;  

Pray ers were rend. 

MINUTES 

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honour to inform the House 
that the Minutes of the meeting which was held on 13th 
March, 1962, have been printed and circulated amongst hon. 
members, and unless any hon. member objects, those Min- 
utes w i l l  be taken as read and confirmed. ( A f t e r  a pause)  
There being apparently no objection, I declare those Min- 
utes taken as read and confirmed. 

PAPERS LAID 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, Iamcornrnand- 
ed to lay a Statement showing the sums advanced to the 
Postmaster General for the payment of Money Orders, the 
amounts repaid to the Accountant General, and the amounts 
due to tbe various Post Offices to 31st January, 1962. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BLEINESS 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is now the time for Privabe Mem- 
bers' Business. 

RESOLUTION re PAYMENT OF GRATUITIES TO 
MEMBERS OF THE FEDERAL LEGISLATURE 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day under Pri- 
vate Members' Business is to resume debateon a Resolu- 
tion re payment of gratuities to Ministers and members of 
the Federal Legislature. When this matter was being dis- 
cussed on the last occasion, thehon. junior member for St. 
George was addressing the House. The hon. member is, of 
course, at liberty to resume his address. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, matters have changed very 
much since the debate on this matter was started. The hon. 
senior member for St. Peter movedthepassingof this Re- 
solution and at this stage I would like to reply to the re- 
marks of the hon. junior member for St. Thomas ad those 
of the hon. senior member for the City, who spoke on this 

Resolution. Both of those hon. members jumped off and 
the matter was reduced to a form of abuse. I can imagine 
your dismay, Mr. Speaker, when such things take place in 
Parliament. I know your feelings on matters such as this. 
The hon. senior member for St. Thomas was at pains to 
make use of language which can be regarded as foul and 
utte-rly unnecessary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: To which hon. member for St. Thomas 
is the hon. member referring? 

Mr. MILLER: I am sorry, I was referring to the hon. 
junior member for St. Thomas. However, Sir, it was a mat- 
ter of the debate being reduced to a form of abuse. You will 
forgive me, Mr. Speaker, if I comment on this matter. You 
will permit me to say, in referenceto what the hon. junior 
mernber for St. Thomas said in referring to the Prime 
Minister of the West Indies, that the language was unpar- 
liarnentary and it is strange that it did not occur to Your 
Honour as being such. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that there is no unparlia- 
rnentary language which has been used in this Chamber, 
since I have been in the Chair, to which I have not drawn 
attention and asked that it be substituted for by other terms. 
The language used was parliamentary: o h r w i s e  I would 
have asked that it be withdrawn 

Mr. MILLER: It was a border-line matter. The hon, 
junior member for St. Thomas referred to the action of the 
Prime Minister as that of robbery with vioknce. I am, up 
to this day, at a loss to understand why he should refer to 
Sir GrantLey Adams in such terms. Ido not think that there 
is one man alive who could lay claim to more in this island 
than Sir Grantley Adarns. Probably we arelivingtoo close 
to him and to see him from his bronze pedestal. It would 
be a question for history ad posterity to say. I am sure that 
the hon. junior member for St. Thomas would want to change 
the unkind, unpleasant assertions which he made of the 
Prime Minister on that occasion. Probably it would be too 
late to refer to the names whichthe hon. junior member for 
St. Thornas called, but he referred to John Dillinger and 
Pretty Boy Floyd and I was &inking at one time why he 
called the first names. 
3.15 p.m. 

The zeal and enthusiasm with which tbe hon. member 
called the names of certain people made one think of them 
as contemporaries. The term "robbery with violence'' re- 
minds me of something you hear under theevergreen tree, 
the touts that you think of in the Court. W a s  he really think- 
ing of Mortie Skeete? The unfortunate thing about all this is 
the effect it is bound to have on us politically, ad, to some 
extent, spiritually. That type of foul criticism and abuse is 
invariably negative and is likely to have darnaging efkts. 
When it was said that the Mission should not have gone to 
the United Kingdom, I must say that it was not the decision 
of the Prime Minister; it was moved and seconded and un- 
animously agreed to by the members of the Federal Gov- 



ernment that the Mission should go. One could hardly 
imagine an old Scout, warrior and statesman like Sir 
Grantley Adams ploughing the snow in London at this the 
concerned about a pension. As a matter of fact, it is not in 
his make-up and it is contrary tohis character, and I con- 
sider the remarks unkind and unsympathetic. However, the 
question remains that whether or not he has succeeded, it 
was a matter of continuing the battle to the burning end. 
Now we are faced with the ugly position of being dictated to 
by Order S-in-Council, 

I know, Sir, that there is a good deal of unhappiness as 
a result of the Secretary of State's action on this matter, 
and I am sure that the Federal Parliament feels as we do 
on this matter. I take it that all the members are anxious to 
become members of a nation, and with Sir Grantley con- 
tinuing the struggle to the burning end, we must all think 
of how many battles he has won and how many he has lost. 
I think you will agree, Mr. Speaker, that it i s  sometimes 
said that one live coward is worth about ten dead heroes. 
He is consistent in his desire to improve the constitutional 
status of the West Indies and he will continue until such 
time when we become members of a nation. His constant 
and unchanging search for human dignity will forever re- 
main his most important effort. Unfortunately the hon. 
senior member for the City is not in his seat, and I do not 
know that I should say anything on this matter in his ab- 
sence, but I also do feel some senseof regret at the manner 
in which he thought it advisable to express himself in re- 
ferring to the Prime Minister of the West Indies. There is 
no man alive and no man in living memory who has made 
a contribution like Sir Grantley Adams, and when the hon. 
junior member for St. Thomas refers to robberywith vio- 
lence, Ithink you would forgive me if I wanted to repeat my- 
self by saying i t  is very unsympathetic, it is negative and i t  
is unpleasant. 

With those few remarks, Sir, I think I have said what I 
really feel at the moment and will continue to feel. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before the hon. senior member for St. 
Peter exercises his final right to reply and makes his se- 
cond speech, is there any other hon. member who would like 
to speak at this stage? 

It appears there i s  no other hon. member who would 
like to contribute to this Address. The hon. senior member 
for St. Peter may now exercise his right to contribute a 
second speech if he so desires. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, i t  is not my intention to 
make a second speech nor is it my intention to reply at 
length, because so far as the content of my Resolution is 
concerned, i t  has more or  lass been adhered to by the Se- 
cretary of State for the Colonies. Icannot claim to have sent 
any private telegram nor do I expect to receive a reply. 
This Resolution was placed here in this House without any 
prompting, and I believe that another hon. member wanted 
to bring a similar Resolution without consultation with me, 
but mine seemed to have reached Your Honour 'S office be- 
fore that of the other hon. member. 

This Resolution, Sir, was indicative of the feeling of 
West Indians generally, and I would say thatit was indica- 
tive of the feeling of the people of Barbados in that we felt 
that the members in an elected Assembly like the Federal 
Assembly and the circumstances that brought about its 
dissolution did not merit any compensation, because the 
members of the Federal Parliament were adequately re- 
munerated for their services, and inview ofthe fact that it 
was decided that there would be an election in May this 
year had everything worked well, there was no guarantee 
that all the members of theFederalParliarnent would have 
been re-elected; so there could be no justification for dis- 
engagement money at a stage such as this. 

As far as the hon. junior member for St. George is 
concerned, I am k g i d n g  to wonder if Ministerial posts 
in a small community - with all due respect to the present 
Ministers in the Government - where there is not enough 
work for the hurnanmind toperformlead you, when you a re  
not elected to that position any longler, into a complete 

state of stupidity, because for the months that the hon. 
member has been in here sincehehas not been a hlinister, 
his brain has k e n  completely void of any serious matter 
whatsoever, and I do not know how any human mind can ab- 
sorb long speeches of unconnected nonsense which I have 
been able to hear. Ipity people who have now been entrench- 
ed like the Minister. If there is  something within the Chair 
of the Ministry of Social Services that makes you J. com- 
plete idiot after you have lost that position, then the present 
Minister of Social Services should see apsychidtristor W 
and get some medical attention right away, because the llon. 
junior member for St. h r g e  is gradually becoming d. 

complete idiot - not in Barbadian terms that he is a half 
idiot. I cannot believe today on an occasion lihe this that 
you could hear a member getting up here dnd referring to 
another man in the way the hon, member has done. * 

Mr. Speaker, the way the hon. member has made re- 
ference to the Prime Minister, you w o ~ U  have to come to 
the conclusion that this is a complete God he i s  talking 
about, and all the time he was the biggest ...... I woulcl ~'ut  
say. I could not imagine the hon. member niaking this 
speech about the Prime hlinister and saying allttus d r i ~ e l  
in connection with this matter. 
3.25 p.m. 

I do not know what is happening with the l~on. n~eniter ' S  

brain. It seems to me that something is badly niissing. I an1 
really shocked. I do not think that this Resolution of ~uirle 
was aimed at theprimehlinister at all. He is  tile o~rly per- 
son in this House who would begin to edify the Prinie hlinis- 
ter for taking a trip to London and say that it was uot as a 
result of the Prime Minister but it \vas by a vote taken in 
the Federal Legislature. I have been inParliantent as long 
as to knowthat if the Prime hIinister dces not wallt a n y t h i ~ ~  
to pass, it does not pass. Youcannot come forward ill Par- 
liament and pass a law to say that you must pay all of (is and 
the Prime Minister does not want it, especially as in this 
case, when the only person to whom t k y  are giving 3 Dell- 
sion is the Prime Minister. No person cangive yo11 pen- 
sion if you do not want it. Ifyou want to give me a peisio~l, 
I must agree toit. IfthePrin~e hIinister said: "No, I clu :lot 
want to receive a pension," that Bill could not have passeJ 
the Federal Legislature. 

Sir, I have no apology to make for bringing forward 
this Resolution. It is not a Resolution to decry the Prirnc 
Minister in his last days in theFederalParlia~ne~lt. I con-  
sider that it was necessary for some public-spirited persoli 
or some Legislature in these parts to state that it disap- 
proved of thepayment of salaries to members of the Feder- 
a l  Legislature. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, I rise on apoint of order. 
That is the point which I was anxiously waiting for the hon. 
member to give expression to. I espressed nothing about 
public-spirited persons. It is such an easy thing. h man 
has the right to think as he likes. W e  have a character 
here known as  "King Dyall" who thinks that he is a ki~~g,, 
and he has the right to think as he likes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has gone far kyond 
the point of order. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, I wiU not go as far down as to 
make referenceto King Dyall because Ido not want to edify 
that gentleman with this reference in here; but what I do 
say is that an idiot has to be characterised by that harsh 
term. However, I say i t  without harshness, but from being 
factual that the hon. member for St. George is not eslubiting 
the behaviour which is consonant with a naturalhuman be- 
ing. He is acting so abnormally sincehe has not been a Min- 
ister that I do not know if anything has gone wrong with his 
mind. It looks that way from the way he is acting. 

This Resolution was brought down by me merely to 
voice our views on the gratuities and pensions which the 
Federal Parliament passed to pay Ministers of the Federal 
Parliament If the hon. junior memher for St. George was 
dealing with the Prime Minister within a different context, 
and if the Prime Minister had made any contribution to 
public life, this Resolution was not decrying that because 



than are many people who have made a contribution to pub- 
lic lffe. Of course, I have reached the stage where I do not 
speak so about any person because the way in which the par- 
ticular member said so would make onetobelieve that the 
Prime Minisher was the only person who bad made a wn- 
tribUdMltopUbliClife, 

This Resolution deals specifically with the questionof 
compensation to mrmbers of the FederalParliamnt.ThLs 
Resolution does not deal with what thehon. junior member 
for St. George spoke abolrt.Ithanktlmsehon.rnernbers w b  
have spoken on it, and speaking on a Resolution like this it 
is ~ u e  & hon. members would speak with some feeling 
&awe I, myself, did not believe that I would live bng 
eno4gh to find Legislators voting a pension and gratuity to 
themselves. 

I would only say that if politicians do not have a com- 
plete re-assessment of public affairs, then people outside 
of the West kadies, people from other part.  of the world 
would begin to lose respect for us for any semblance of our 
being public spirited and having a senseof responsibility. I 
say that because I could notdreamof asking a legislator to 
compensate me in the manner in which these gentlemen 
have been asking the public to do to them. These gentlemen 
have been given the gemrous treatment of drawing a salary 
of $350,000 and then on the back of it you hear one of the 
Ministers making a statement in thedyingdays of the Fed- 
eration that they are left to be paupers and he is saying that 
in the same way as if when youenter Parliament you enter 
it to become a rich person. That is the sort of thing that 
sours public life and make people look disdainfully on poli- 
ticians and fkl that we are only people who are out to line 
our pockets with money and see about ourselves. That view 
is so prevalent in this Island that if you make any remark, 
they say that he is apolitician, which means that he is some 
person out of the ordinary when it comes to ethical stand- 
ards. 

Sir, I do not propose even at this late stage from what 
is taking place to put this Resolution to the vote. It would be 
a sort of anti-climax to put itto the vote. The decision has 
already been taken and hon. members of this House have 
already voiced their opinions. What I really do not want is 
for the Government and members of the Governmem 
to be associated in any combination wi th  other peo- 
ple about somthing which has already taken place k- 
cause the Government may not know its true position within 
the whole gamut of federal affairs:and for that reason I am 
going to ask leave to withdraw the motion which I have 
made. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. senior member for St.Peter 
is asking have of the House to withdraw the Resolution 
staading in his M-. B there is no objection, Leave win be 
granted. (A P au S e). 

Apparently there is no objection to the withdrawal of 
this Resolution by the hob member; therefore, leave is 
granted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Resolutionstands inthe name 
of the hon. junior member for St. Joseph: 'To resume de- 
bate on a Resolution re reductionofinstalmnts payabk by 
fishermen on purchase of their boats." 

I have o b s s d  that the hon. mm- is llDt in his 
place. 

The next Order stands in the name of the hob junior 
m m k r  for St. Thomas: 'To move thepassing of a Reso- 
lution re the installation of public telephones at Welchman 
Hall. St. Thornas." 

Ls the hon. mernkr ready to proceed with that Reso- 
lution? 

Mr. WXILL: No, Mr. Speaker. I am asking leave to 
postpone that Resolution. 

Leave was g r m t e d  the hon. member. 

RESOLUTION re INVESTIGATION INTO THE 

FLSJ3NG INDUSTRY OF THE ISLAND 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of Private Members* 
Business stands in the name of the hon. senior member for 
St. Joseph: 'To move the passing of a Resolution re an in- 
vestigation into the Fishing Industry of the Island." 

Ls the hon. member ready now to proceed with this 
Resolution? 

Mr. COWARD. Yes, Sir. 

In moving the passing of this Resolution, I would like 
to draw to the attention of allhon. members and the general 
public that this is a matter which I feel is of great impor- 
tance to one and all. 
3.35 p.m 

It was on Thursday morning, the first day of March in 
the early morning, that the sea at Bathsheba became rough 
and, as a result of that, no fewer than six boats were washed 
off the beach along with some others which were very badly 
damaged. It was not only that, but Isaw some abrasions on 
some of the fishermen who had worked veryhard in trying 
to save these boats whichwere washedoff the beach. These 
men are very aggrieved becausethey said that on more than 
one occasion during the Thursday they had reported the 
matter to the Fisheries Officer and no one came to their 
rescue until the folbwing day when an officer from the De- 
partment - not the Fisheries Officer, Mr. Wiles - but an 
officer from the Department came to see what had happened. 
I am further informed that on no occasion when these men 
find themselves in distress and report to the Fisheries De- 
partment, wil l  this OfFicer, Mr. Wiles, come to their assis- 
tance. I am also informed that things havegone so far that 
the fishermen have absolutely no confidence in this Officer. 
A s  a junior member in this House, I am not here to be- 
little any officer, but I feel it is my duty to bring a matter 
of this sort to the amntion of this House for the benefit of 
the people whom I have the honour to represent. 

It is not only that matter, but while I was down there 
on the second day of themonth, Iinspected a boat which had 
drifted over from Cambridge Bay. I was told that this boat 
was not insured, that the fishermen sought assistance from 
the Fisheries Officer and up to that t i m  - the boat has been 
wrecked two weeks before - they had heard nothing either 
from the Fisheries Officer or from the Department.Rela- 
tive to these fishermen who are doing a very good job and 
belpirig industry in this island - because we must realise 
that the fishing industry is part of the life of the public, 
we should do everything to make these fishermen happy. 

Mr. Speaker, I may also draw to your atbention that 
there is a tractor which has beenplaced there for the pur- 
pose of assisting these fishermen inhauling up their boats. 
This tractor has no lightwhenithasto work at night I was 
told that representation was made some three weeks ago for 
the purpose of putting a light on the tractor and up to now 
no light has been put on it. I know that this Government is  
quite capable of running their affairs and I -would like to 
warn them that they should not allow any officer to impede 
progress. As to any officer who really feels himself too 
big for his job, I am saying that such an officer should re- 
sign his job. If he does not resignthen I would say that this 
Government on the 4th December, 1961, had been using 
some very sewre brooms and I do not think that all of the 
straw has gone out of those brooms yet ( L  aughter) .  I feel 
that these same brooms should be used again in connection 
with this matter. 

With those few remarks, I am asking the Government 
to make a thorough investigation of this Department with 
a view to doing something to help these poor fishermen 
who sufsered on the ls t  day of March, 1962. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before thehon. member takes his seat, 
will he formafly read the Resoludon and move its passing? 

Mr. COWARD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that this 
Resolution do now pass. L reads as follows:- 



WHEREAS the Fishermen at Bathsheba in the parish of 
St. Joseph in this Island are deeply perturbed through the 
treatment meted out to them by the Fisheries' Officer if, 
and when his assistance is needed, and more particularly 
his indifference to their complaint on Thursday the first day 
of March, 1962 w k n  about ten 00) boats were damaged as 
a result of rough seas in the area; 

AND WHEREAS it seems very unlikely that therewill 
ewv be any confidence by the Fishermen in the said officer; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Assembly, in view 
of the importance of the Fishing Industry to the life of the 
Community, coupled with the fact that Public Funds are 
tied up in this hxlustry, order an immediate investigation 
into the said Industry with special referenceto the relation- 
ship between the Fishermen and the said Fisheries' Officer. 

hlr. hlmTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I beg to second the mo- 
tion for the passing of this Resolution. When I first came 
into this House or at least when this Officer was first ap- 
pointed, I had a bt to say and certain hon. members thought 
that I wanted the job or that Iwas jealous of this officer. I 
still represent a h of fishermn. This matter has not been 
brought to my notice officially within the municipal area, 
but I believe that the hon. member who is representing the 
parish of St. Joseph and who is now making his debut in this 
Clianiber, feels the plight of the fishermen and emryone 
knows the difficulty with which these fishermen are faced 
in getting tlleir h a t s  haufed up. With heavy seas coming 
down the Atlantic ewryone must be aware that there is 
son le t lm wrong when an hon. junior member in this House 
has taken up this matter so quickly. 
3.45 p.m. 

h e  thing he has made quite c k a r  and I believe he has 
confidence enough that the Government w i l l  call an inwsti- 
gation. As a matter of fact, this Government could hardly 
adopt the attitude or refuseto carry out the policy that they 
themselves enunciated on several occasions, when they 
found something wrong, of asking for an investigation. Look- 
ing over on the sideof the Government, although the Minis- 
ter is  not hlinister of Fisheries - I speak of the hlinister 
df Cnrn~nunications and Works who, I believe, has the sup- 
port of the fishermen of this country 10Wo - I cannot 
imagine him k ing  in a Government and hearingthe utter- 
ances from the hun. senior member for St. Joseph and re- 
fusing inlmediately, if not sooner, to call an investigation 
into the difficulties and troubles of fishermen in St. Joseph. 

Knowing the hlinister of Agriculture as well as I do, 
Sir, I know that k wiU act as  soon as he hears sonaettung 
from a member whom he considers responsible - although 
I consider every member in the House responsible - es- 
pecially when the statement is as precise and as deliberate 
as that by the hon. senior member for St. Joseph. 

I have much pleasure in seconding the passing of the 
Resolution and hope that between now and another few days 
a Committee will be set up. The hon. member, I believe, 
failed to say this: in setting up the Committee, you should 
not only appoint men who would be partialor friendly with 
the officer, but you should have some raw-boned fishermen 
put on it, and I believe the hon. member who introduced 
this motion would like that done. Let some raw-boned 
fishermen who really know what they are  talking about go 
on the Committee, and I do not mean yachtrnen who know 
as  much about fishing as I know about flying an aeroplane. 

I have much pleasure in seconding the Resolution. 

Hon. G. G. FERGLESON: M r . S m r ,  it is regrettable 
that the hon. senior member for St. Joseph should have 
to come in here and make remarks about the fishing industry 
and fishermen complaining about the present Fisheries 
Officer. It is regrettable, Mr. Speaker, that throughout 
nine of the eleven parishes of the Island of Barbados, if you 
call the Fisheries Officer's name, you are calJing the name 
of sornethbg worse than a devil to the fishermen whom he 
represznts. More than twelve years ago the hon. senior 
member for the City referred to him in this House as a 
square peg in a round h o k  Today he is IW better than a 

round peg in a square hole, and I am in a position to say that 
after a period of over twelve years. There is not one Gov- 
ernment Officer in  any part of the Island representing any 
industry and an industry as important asthefishing indus- 
try that is more disliked by the people that he is supposed 
to represent than this Officer. It is adownright shame and 
disgrace. 

Mr. Speaker, the bay at Bathsheba where the boats 
are  anchored is  the most difficult in the Island. T k  fisher- 
men must haul their boats up every afternoon and push 
them out every morning. The design of the boats is one 
of the things that would aid in the fishing industry in Bar- 
bados, especially on the Eastern Coast where double-en- 
gined boats would be more important than anything else. 
Not only do I agree with the hon, member that more in- 
vestigations should be made into the fishing industry, but I 
must say that it is a dying industry. 

The Government today is building a cold storage for 
over $1 million. This is nearly the end of March which is 
the prime month of the fishing season, and I am saying raw 
that up to the end of this month we would not have been able 
to put one pound of fish in the cold storage. That is a lot of 
money which the taxpayers of this Island are  bsirig which 
could be used for some other purpose. Nothing has been 
done in the Island to develop the fishing industry. Nothing 
has been taught to the men who have new types of boats 
whereby they can proceed to a wider radiusoffshore; they 
are left with the same margin and scope as they had forty 
years ago. After bringing a new model boat into operation, 
one would have thought that the previous Government would 
have done everything in their power to give lectures so that 
fishermen would be able to go further offshorein order to 
develop the industry; but againlsay theofficer is a square 
peg in a round hole. He knows everything, is jack of all 
things, but boss of none, neither about the boats nor the 
fishing industry or else. 

Only a few weeks ago, Mr. Speaker, I was on the beach 
at Bathsheba with the hon. senior member for St. Joseph 
and the Officer of Fisheries, and there standing on the 
beach were hundreds of fishermen, and it was deplorable 
to hear the language and comments passed by those people 
to whom he should teach something. I have done all in my 
power to try and aid theindustry, and I would dislike mem- 
bers to believe that I am using the privilege of this House 
to mention his name. I haw done it on hundreds of occa- 
sions and at all times in the newspaper. & 

A b u t  two years ago, the hon. junior member for St. 
Lucy asked certain questions in this Honourable House 
with regard to the fishing experimental boat 'The Inves- 
tigator". If the records over the number of years were 
to be checked, you would find that every year the catches 
of 'The Investigator" were decreasing and this year i t  is 
going lower, which will prove to anybody with any com- 
monsense that the fishing industry in Barbados is dying. 
This is  the prime month of the fishing season and the 
average fishing boat being operated today c a m t  buy its 
own lubricating oil and fuel, furthermore keep it in con- 
dition, pay insurance and pay its Government loan. The 
average fisherman in Barbados, as far as Ican see, is too 
satisfied with nothing. You will never hear him tell you 
about the hardships he has endured for severalweeks, but 
he will tell you about the one good day he had had, and that 
one day satisfies him for the days of hardship. I feel that 
for the benefit of Barbados something w i l l  have to be done 
for the fishermen in this Island. It is impossible for the 
fishermen to keep their boats in order today. If we had a 
range of 500 sail boats, and those 500 sail boats were 
equivalent to 500 donkeys on an estate costing $10 each, 
if it would take $1,000 to buy a truck, and if it took the 
same amount of trucks ta cover a greater area, then you 
might as well get out of that business. That is the position 
with the fishing industry in Barbados today. There are too 
many boats operating withinthe same field, and nothing has 
been done to expand the range and margin to which they 
could prooeed in order to make a better livbg. 
3.55 pm. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, i t  has been a revelation to 
hon. members what the Hon. Minister has just said about 



the. fishing industry. We, at the moment enjoy internal 
self-government, and if the Hon. Minister feels that way 
about an officer in charge of an essential department of 
Government, that is a matter of which he can free himself; 
but he ought not to criticise the mdustry and by no means 
should he criticise the officer because t l ~  offimr is not in 
a position to answer for himself. Surely, if de Hon. Minis- 
ter is that unhappy about the industry and along with that 
he has made these burning and scalding remarks about an 
officer in one of his departments, is i: that we & to wor- 
ry about the fishing industry? I am wondsring if the Hon. 
Minister has made those remarks because of the officer's 
presence in that department or because that officer i; con- 
nected with that department. k it because of the boats 
having gone as far afield? The Hon. Mimster can very 
well inject new life in this industry arid that is  something 
which he needs to worry about 

All over the Island, t k r e  have been large catches of 
fish and the amount of fish caught nowadays is t5irty or  
forty fold the catches taken in the time of t1.s: sail boats. 
I am really wondering if we should he uun'r.appy about the 
fishing industry. I know the remarks of the kion~ hliaister 
a re  something of which we should be scared. 

Sir, I wonder if you would give tlze Hon. Minister per- 
mission to go a little furher  ailcl give us a little more ex- 
planation. I know she txxhniques h the fishing industry 
probably from the time I was a link boy. If yog open the 
stomachs of bill fish, you will see bits of crabs, and stuff 
taken from the sea bed, If you adopt the necessary nets to 
catch flying fish at that depth, I am sure the credit would go 
to the Minister. I would be pleased if the Hon. Minister 
would give me some more longitude and latitude about 
this matter. We need to be concerned about this matter. 

As regards the way in which the Hon. M i s t e r  has 
spoken about the officer in charge of that department, it is 

not in the best s t y b  particularly when his taken into con- 
sideration that the officer cannot defend himself. As I see 
it, id the Minister wants to rnake a success of his depart- 
ment, he should remove the officer with whom he cannot 
get along. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Syeaker, from the year 
19Z to 1942, I was dealing withfishing and I think I should 
know something about it. For the knefit  of rhe Ion. junior 
member for St. George, I would like to tell him that I had 
the first bunchever built for theprotection of fishermen's 
lives and I sailed i t  from Barbados to St. Vincent and back 
to show the then Government what a fishing lsunch should 
be like. I carried fishermen with me; I did not carry sea- 
men. It was completely different to the then sail boats. 

A boat at sea is driven under two types of influence. 
One is the set and drive of the tide and the other of the wind. 
In pre-iious days, we had a sail boat whose depth under 
water was fiw to six feet draft and a wind hull above water 
of about two feet. Thar boat drifted strictly under the in- 
flmnce of current. Today, we hame a boat with about two 
feet draft and five feet superstructure abcve water a d  this 
boat drifts strongly under the i n f h n c e  of wind which will be 
in normal circumstances much faster than the tide. 

The second thing tc be taken into corlslderationis that 
fuel oil and mineral oil would affect the eyes of any fish. I 
am not an expert or  scientist, but I happen to know that 
mineral and fuel oil will kill the spawn of fish because i t  
wi l l  prevent the spawn from b i n g  EertiUsed, atad i f  h 
spawn is killed, you cannot have thzt quantity of f i sh  Those 
are  two of the common reasons. 

I have s e n d  with the F i s k r k s  Advisory C.omrrdnee 
&er the previous Government to which :te hon junior 
member for St. George belonged. I resigned from that Board 
because tke very Fishery Officer would submit tc. the &v- 
ernment whatever he liked and not what was true. His re- 
ports on tb amount d fish caught were anything except the 
truth 

Mr. SPEAKER: ActuaIly, that was not apoinkof order, 
but i t  seems to me to be. in order as a. point of elucidation 

on matters raised by the hon. junior member for St. George 
in the course of his speech. The hon. junior member for St. 
George who had been speaking seemed morethan willing to 
give way to tl-e Hon. Minister and as a matter of fact, k 
invited the Hon. Minister to elucidate. 

Mr. MILLER: W e  are  out to sea and we are  fishing; 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you. sayingthatyouareo~n to sea? 

Mr. MIUER: I know h Hon. Minister's technology in 
fishing. I really wanted to be told by him if  we are in dan- 
ger when he says that the fishing industry is dying. As I 
have said, we are  still sailing; he was just in St. Lwia. It 
would be good for the sake of the record when yo3 have all 
this money involved and invested in  the industry that the 
Hon. Minister tell us something more about it. 

tbn. C. E, TALMA: Sir, I am gratefulto the Hon. Min- 
ister of Communications, Works, Housing and Tourism who 
has laid such great emphasis ontheplight of the fishermen 
when exceptionally bad weather is prevailing in tlie Bathshe- 
ba area. As far a s  this exceptionally bad weather i s  con- 
cerned, it was so bad and anybody who knows the general 
terrain of the country there would know that no finger can 
be pointed to the officer inparticular in that he has no con- 
trol over the rough seas and the acts of God, so to speak. 
4,05 %m. 

However, if one says that assistance did not come as 
quickly as was expected, I would like thehon. senior mern- 
ber for St. Joseph to know that since this matter was 
brought to my attention, I communicated with the Fisheries 
Department and with my Secretaries, but i t  was not until 
some hours after that I received the necessary information. 
I would like the hon. member to know that on the next day - 
on the Friday - anofficer of the Department was sent down 
to Bathsheba - it was not the Fisheries Offi~er~himself - 
and there were recorded ten boats damaged. Four of them 
were severely damaged, the damage exceeding in value dle 
sum of $50, and within two days six of the boats which were 
damaged took out to sea. As to the four which were severe- 
ly damaged, assistance was given, in the case of two, within 
a few days and only one boat is now beached. 

I want to bring to the attendonof the hon. member that 
the damage was attended to with reasonable speed, althowh 
not by the Fisheries Officer but by anofficer of the Depart- 
ment. To say that the fishermen were left to their own peril 
is not strictly correct. I am not saying that the fishermen 
do not need any assistance, because they raced assistance 
oiving to the difficulties under which they have to f i s h  To 
say that they were neglected by the Department or that it 
appears they were neglected by the Fisheries Officer, well, 
i t  is not correct to say that they were negIected by the De- 
partment (Mr. MOTTLEY: We want an investigationof that). 
A preliminary investigation has already taken place, but if 
the hon. member is insisting that a fullor a more throrowj  
investigation should be conducted - Ifeel that an investiga- 
tion would be in place and it should be conducted along pro- 
per lines. 

I want to point out to the House that it was only a few 
Sundays ago that the hon. senior member for St. Joseph, 
the Minister of Communications, Works and Housing, tfre 
Fisheries Officer and other leading people in the fishing 
world along with myself, visited Bathsheba with the object of 
trying to improve upon the facilities for the hauling up of 
boats down there. There is a tractor service now, but we 
are  trying to acquire a strip of land in order to facilitate 
the use of winches in hauling up boats in the rough season. 
The tractor w i l l  still be there. Ishould like to inform hon. 
m e m b r s  that at one time the seaencroached so much that 
the water was going up against the wall of the Atlantis 
Hotek and if you have seere weather, youcan understand 
what rbe  position of the boats would he. To say tbat the 
fishermen were neglected, I repeat, is not strictly correct, 
k a u s e  a recent defregation visited Bathsheba for thepur- 
pose of improving the facilities for the hauling up of boats. 
It is unfortunate that extra rough seas came in and though 
an act of God these circumstances have taken place. That 
delegation, as I have mentioned, was comprised of fisher- 



men who will have the opportunity of putting forward con- 
structive suggestions and the hon. senior member for St. 
Joseph may be asked to serve on that dekgation if he is 
willing to do so, and therefore greater assistance will be 
meted out to the fishermen in the most dangerous and 
hazardous area in the entire island, that is, the B-ba 
mast. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 14 stands in the name of the 
hon. junior member for St. John, who i s  in his place, to 
rnove the passing of a Resolution rethepublic transporta- 
tion service in the parish of St. John Is the hon. junior 
member for St. John ready now to proceed? 

Mr. SPEAKER: In view of the assurance which the Hon. 
hlinister has given, does the hon. senior member for St. 
Joseph seek that this matter be put to the vote? RESOLUTION re PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 

SERVICE IN SAINT JOHN 
Mr. COWARD: Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank the 

Hon. hlinister for the explanation which he has given and for 
the assurance that an investigation w i l l  be made into the 
matter and that there will  be theinclusionof fishermen on 
that delegation. In the circumstances, I do not think I will 

Mr. YEARWOOD: Mr. Speaker, the Resolution reads as 
follows:- 

WHEREAS the public transportation service in the 
parish of Saint John is irregular and inadequate: have to lay anvthim more in connection with this matter - - 

because thkre are members who have contributed to the 
debate. As long as I have had that explanation from the 
Ilon, Minister, I am asking leave to withdraw the Resolution. 

AND WHEREAS there is urgent need to remedy this 
situation; 

hlr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has asked leave tc 
withdraw this Resolution and unless there be any objection 
leave will be grated the hon. member. ( A f t e r  a  P a u s e  
There being no objection, the hon. member is gran- 
leave to withdraw the Resolution. The Fte.solution is 
accordingly withdrawn. 

BE lT RESOLVED that this House request Government 
to issue directions through the appropriate channels to the 
private wncessionaires plying in the said parish so as to 
ensure greater efficiency in the Routes under their res- 
pective controls. 

I Mr. Speaker, transportation in the parish of St. John 
ORDERS POSTPONED - ~ c i a l l y  on Route 6 and Route 9 is very unsatisfactory. 

hlr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in 
the name of the hon. senior member for St. Peter:- To 
rrlove the third reading of a Bill to amend the Trade Union 
Act, 1939. In connection with this Order, Ido not think that 
the Select Committee which was appointed to consider and 
reported on this Bill has reported as yet. Accordingly, the 
hon. member does not desire to proceed with this Bill. 

Mr. COWARD. On a point of order, Ido not think I could 
sit here and allow the hon. junior member for St. John to go 
in the wrong direction. He mentioned Route 6, and I may 
mention that Route 6 is on the highway between Bathsheba 
and Bridgetown and no part of Highway 6 is in St. John. 

Mr. YEARWOOD: Mr. Speaker, I am dealing with that 
particular Route that goes to Martins Bay, St. John and the 
one which should go to Glenburny and Foster Hall which we 
do not today have. The service is very inadequate and the 
people of St. John have b e n  asking the hon. senior member 
for St. Joseph to make these Roues more adequate, but 
nothing has been done about them. I am sure that he has 
had letters from some of the people on these Routes asking 
him to measure up, but he has not even answered the let- 
ters, far more make a better service available. 

As far as the next Order is concerned also standing in 
the name of the hon. senior member for St. Peter: To move 
the third reading of a Bill to arne~d the Representation of 
the People Act, 1957, a similar observation applies. That 
Bill has been referred to a Select Committee and that 
Select Committee has not yet been reported. l take it there- 
fore that the hon. member is not yet ready to proceed with 
this Order. 

Order No. 7 stands in the narneof the hon. junior mem- 
ber for St. George:- To move the passing of a Resolution 
re  teaching of Civics in Schools. I observe that the hon. 
member is not in his place. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the hon. member mean that an- 
swers have not been received? 

Mr. YEARWOOD: Let us say that answers have not been 
received. I should like the hon. senior member for St. 
Joseph to measure up especially the Martins Bay Route. 
There are a number of workers who have to walk more than 
a mile from Martins Bay to Church Viewin order to catch 
a bus to get to work on mornings. The hon. member has 
transportation kavhg Bridgetown to Clifton Hill which is a 
matter of two miles or so from Martins Bay, and I see no 
reason why transportation of the same sort could not be 
provided for the people at Martins Bay. There is absolutely 
no reason why this same transportation could not go straight 
to Martins Bay which is a matter of two miles away under 
the same Route. 

Order No. 8 also stands in the name of the same hon. 
member:- To rnove thepassing of a Resolution re Schemes 
for Workmen's Compensation, Pensions for Asricuhural 
workers and Mortgage Insurance for housing. Again the hon. 
member is not in his place. 
4.' 5 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in the 
name of the hon. junior member for St. Joseph, who I ob- 
serve is not in his place. Order No. 10 stands in the name 
of the hon. junior member for St. Johnto move the passing 
of a Resolution re the undertaking by Government of Third 
Party Risk Insurance. Is the hon. junior member for St. 
John now prepared to proceed? 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I do not knowwhether it 
has struck your attention, but the hon. member, in a Reso- 
lution like this which he is asking Government to take no- 
tice of, cannot be making reference to the hon. member who 
is a member of this Chamber. It is a question that he is 
passing a Resolution asking the Government to do sorne- 
thing, but he continuously refers to h a m  told the hon. 
member something about his Route. Ithinkit woukl be very 
improper to become too personal by reducing the debate to 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 11 stands inthe name of the 
hon. and learned member for St. Jarnes. I observe the va- 
cant seat of his Honour the Deputy Speaker. 

Order No. l2 stands in the ~ a m e  of the hon. senior 
rnember for the City, who, I regret to observe, is not in his 
place. 

two persons. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I was merely alloWingthebon.rnember 
the little extra latitude which I normally give to new mem- 
bers which I trust he willnot attemptfurther to transgre.ss 
upon. It is the duty of the Ministry and the Board to allocate 
the Routes. Let the hon. member p r o d .  

Order No. 13 stands in the name of the bn. junior 
member for St. Thomas, who is in his place, to m o e  the 
passing of the Resolution re the extension of Carrington's 
ViJlage Tenantry Road, St. Thornas. Is the hon. member 
ready now to p r d ?  



Mr. YEARWOOD: Funhermore, Mr. Speaker, there 
are supposed to be about 88 homes between Glenburny and 
Foster Hall and that Route does not have a daily bus service 
at all. 

Mr. COWARD: On a point of order, if the hdn. member 
would give way, I would just like to give one explanation, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. senior member for St. 
Joseph realise he is entitled to speak at length, He can even 
second the motion of the b ~ n .  junior member for St. John. 
Let hirn make a note of the various poims which occur to 
hirn and in his speech deal with them as he thinks fit within, 
of course, the confines of Parliamentary debate. 

Mr. COWARD: Thank you, Sir. 

Mr. YEARWOOD: As I was saying, Sir, there are ap- 
proximately 88 houses between Foster Hall and Glenburny, 
and we do not have a bus service there at all, and I am ask- 
ing the Government to look into this matter. Transportation 
today is a very important issue in human lives and without 
proper transportation the public must suffer. 
4.25 p.m 

I want an improvement to all the other routes in St. 
John. Honestly, I would say this. About five years ago, the 
bus route on which I now live, had a number of buses run- 
ning on it, On mornings, yougot a bus coming from College 
at 6.30, and then you got another at 7.30, another at 8.30 
and another at 10 o'clock. 

Lots of people said that the routes could not pay, but 
after 1 was permitted to live on that route, I can say that we 
enjoy today a bus service in which a bus leaves College at 
6, a.m instead of 6.30 a.m as before, then we get one at 
6.30, one at 7.30, about three at 8 a.m., one at 8.30 a.m., 
one at 9.30 am. and one at 10 a.m On evenings, they con- 
tinue to run an hourly service from Bridgetown from 
11 km. there until 6 o'clock and because of competition 
amongthe concessionaires, you w i l l  find that the service is 
extended even until 8 o'clock in the evenings. 

I would like to see in the other parts of St. John the 
same type of service which I see throughout the parish of 
St, George. With these comments, Mr. Speaker, I hereby 
ask that this Resolution do now pass. 

Mr. LOWE: Sir, in seconding the motion for the passing 
of this Resolution, with your permission, I would like to 
make a few remarks. l am well aware that there is very 
much more to be done about transportation where private 
concessionaires are concerned. But I would never like to 
feel that this Government should try to force the hands of 
privaae concessionaires to do anything whatsoever to the 
detriment of themselves. 

GOVERNMENT BLSINESS 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that we would have to fore- 
go until the next meeting of this House the rest of the hon. 
member's address on this matber. As it is now 4.30 o'clock, 
Private Members' Business automatically concludes and 
Government Business commences. 

The first Order of the Day stands in the name of the 
Hon. h a d e r  of the House. 

To move the passing of a Resolution to sanction the 
Regulations eraitled 'Customs Petroleum Products Bulk 
Storage) (Amendment) Regulations, 1961 made by the Gov- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee on the 10th November, 1961, 
under the Provisions of Secdon 2 of the Customs Tariff 
Irct, 1921. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, the position 
which this Resolution seeks to remedy, is quite clear. The 
Customs lpevokurn Products Bulk S t o r w )  Amendments. 
1955, prescribe conditions for the storage of&roleumpro-- 
ducts in tb Bulk Storar~e Installation at Swim Garden 
and Mount Ararat. Whatwhathas given occasion-to this Reso- 
ludon is the fact that these regulations do not prescribe any 
conditions for bulk storage of marine oil and fuel in so far 
a s  bunkering is concerned. 

Hon. members are aware that with the coming into 
operation of the Deep Water Harbour, permission i s  given 
to the oil companies operating in Barbados to bunker ships 
now calling at Carlisb Bay and all the Resolution before 
us now seeks to do is to prescribe the conditions Lader 
which bulk storage of petroleum products would be in so 
far as marine fuel is concerned. 

I do not W, Sir, that there is any necessity to dilate 
on such a straightforward matter as this. 

I now beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I wanttodrawto the at- 
tention of the Government that I do not know who is res- 
ponsible for awarding these contracts, and I do not know 
what conditions the minds of people in awardirgcontracts; 
but in a place like Barbados where you have a company do- 
ing refinery and employing agreater number ofpeople than 
another company in a similar capacity, Idonot understand 
how you are asking for employment opportunities and you 
are nbt assisting the peopb who areemploying workers and 
instead, you are giving contracts to people who are not em- 
ploying people in a similar way. 

I think the time has come when peopb in Barbados 
must know that people who make any effort in Barbados to 
increase the employment opportunities of this community 
should be given priority in any matter like this and I say 
that without fear or favour to anyone. If a company has a 
refinery and is employing people of this country, that com- 
pany should have the first contract and anybody else can 
come after. Any person who is going to the expense of ex- 
panding their business to employ more workers should be 
given priority in a matter like this and I hope a word of 
warning is sufficient to the wise. I hope that this Govern- 
ment would take this warning inthe spirit in which it should 
be taken; otherwise in the process of time, more would be 
heard about it. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, before you put 
the question, I told the hon. senior member for St. Peter 
that he is fully aware that on our assumption of office in 
December last year, tlae question of tlae awarding of this 
contract of bunkering was already au fait accornpli.,We had 
nothing at all to do with the award. Like him, we were just 
as ignorant of the facts leading up to the award for bunk- 
ering at the Deep Water Harbour since at no tim? during the 
negotiations did rhe Government in making the award see 
fit to lay on the Table of this House any of the matters 
dealing with the negotiations, the contract or  any statement 
under which the award was made. 
4.35 p.m 

As a matter of fact, Sir, it is on record that in Jamaica 
when the Government decided to award a contract to an Oil 
Company for the establishment in Jamaica of a refinery, the 
terms and conditions under which the award was made, were 
made public by their being presented on the floor of the 
House. It would be crying over spilt milk at this stage to 
discuss the manner in which this contract was awarded by 
the last Government, but Ican assure the hon. senior mem- 
ber for St. Peter that in so far as we are concerned, we 
heartily endorse his sentiments with regard to supporting in 
every possible way companies of any sortwhichoperate in 
this country. Like the hon. member, I myself would have 
preferred to have seen the award, under normal circum- 
stances, in respect of the refining of oil on the spot. W e  
have our own unemployed people to see after and anything 
which can be done to absorb some of the colony's labour 
force is heartily to be welcomed. It is public knowledge 
that the Government has under active consideration now, 
legislative and other assistance for helping a local refinery 
to expand. W e  hope to see the day wrne w k n  a11 of our 
petroleum products, diesel, kerosene and petrol, are re- 
fined in Barbados. Imports of these commodities now total 
$1 mLULon a year and that is a sizeable amount of money 
which is now leavingthe island. If a refinery could be erect- 
ed on the spot, by the importation of crude oil and the re- 
fining being done here so as to supply the colony's re- 
quirements a d  at the same tirm provide employment for 
some of the colony 'S labour force, there is no earthly rea- 



son why, in my opinion, any Government should not give 
every possible assistance to it. 

The hon. senior member for St. Peter can therefore 
rest assured that, under the existing regime, every single 
effort will be made towards implementing the proposal 
which has been suggested in his remarks. I do not think I 
need say anything further in assuring the hon. member that 
the sentiments he has expressed constitute the principles 
already endorsed by the Government at present in office. 

RESOLUTDN re ACQULSlTION OF LAND LEADING 

TO THE DEEP WATER HARBOUR 

hlr. SPEAKER: The nextorder of the Day stands in the 
name of the Hon. Minister of Communications, Works, 
Housing and Tourism: To move the passing of a Resolution 
to approve of the compulsory acquisition by the Governor- 
in-E,uecutive Committee of the parcel of land described in 
the schedule for public purposes; namely, the provision of a 
road leading to the Deep Water Harbour. 

Floh C. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, this Resolution 
reads as follows:- 

"RESOLL'ED that the House of Assembly approve of the 
compulsory acquisition by the Governor-in-Executive 
Conunittee of the parcel of land described in the Schedule 
for public purposes; namely, theprovisionof aroad leading 
to the Deep W ater Harbour, and that the Legislative Council 
be  invited to concur herein, and if concurred in: 

RESOLVED that His Excellency the Governor be asked 
to assent and take the m e s s a r y  steps to give effect to this 
Resol~rtion." 

The Schedule reads as follows:- 

"All that certain piece or parcel of land situate at 
Kensington Tenantry in the parish of Saint h/Iichaelcomain- 
i i~g by admeasurement 3,300 square feet or thereabouts 
Abutting, and bounding on lands of SAL St. John on lands 
formerly of Edna Prescod but now of the Executive G m -  
nit tee on l a d s  formerly of Muriel Payne but now of the 
Executive Committee and on lands formerly of Eldica 
Clarke but now of the Executive Committeeor however else 
the same may abut and bound." 

As hon. members will see, the Addendum to this Reso- 
lution is set out a s  follows:- 

"Negotiations for the acquisition of this parcelof land 
had been taking place through the Solicitors for the owner 
who is out of the Island. Agreement had been reached on the 
purchase priceand permission was granted for Gowrnrnent 
to take possession pending completion of legalformalities. 
The owner has failed for a long time to return the docu- 
ments which had been sent to him and it is necessary to 
invoke the Land Acquisition Act, 1949 in order that the Gov- 
ernment may be able to obtain an indefeasible title." 

Mr. Speaker, the owner of this land, Mr. S. M. St. John, 
was a seaman. During the rime that negotiations were going 
on, he sailed on a Harrison Line ship to the United Kingdom 
The Solicitors have sent him all the documents and after 
a very long time they heard nothing from him. This land is 
being acquired for the purpose of building a North 2XQSS 

or part of the access road to the Deep Water Harbour. A s  1 
say, the documems which have been sent by the Solicitors 
to the o w r  of this land have never been returned; there- 
fore it is necessary for the Government to have Wslat ion 
passed by way of the Land Acquisition Act in order to ac- 
quire this land. 

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDW-: I beg to second that. 

T h e  quest ion that  th i s  Resolut ion do nou, pass  was 

put  a n d  resolved in the  af f irmative u i  thou t dit'isiori. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in 
the name of the Hon. Premier:- Tomovetbe second read- 
ing of a Bill the Casual Employets Pension Act, 1961. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, the Government 
does not intend to proceed wirh any further items on the 
Order Paper today, but with your perrnission,the Hon. Pre- 
mier would like to have permission to lay a Statement. 
4.45 p.m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Leave is being asked for by the Hon. 
Leader of the House on behalf of the Hon. Premier now to 
lay a statement, and unless there be any objection, leave 
will be granted. 

There is absolutely no objection. 4 t  the statement be 
laid. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the stahement reads 
as follows:- 

STATEMENT BY PREMIER ABOUl' BANKING 
AND INSURANCE 

On the 6th March 1962, Imade a statement in the House 
reaffirmhg the Government's policy in regard to the se- 
curity of person and property in the Island. In view of 
what has happened elsewkre, i t  is necessary for me now 
to make a clear statement of theGovernment's intention on 
certain aspects of the protection of propertyinthis Island. 

The Government proposes at anearly datetointroduce 
legislation for the purpose of regulating the b u s h s s  of 
banking in Barbados. Tne drafting of this legislationis al- 
ready in progress and various details are !Ang studied 
with expert assistance. The Government considers i t  highly 
necessary that depositors in banks should be protected. 

The Government is also considering the inuoduction of 
legislation to regulate the business of insurance in the Is- 
land with a view to the protection of persons who pay pm- 
miums to insurance companies. 

I do not want to say anything more at the present mo- 
ment except to indicate that very early in the year - in 
January this year - the learned Attorney General had al- 
ready gone a long way towards completing the draft of the 
legislation to regulate banking and insurance companies. As 
you know, Sir, in our manifesto wepromisedthat we would 
establish central bankingfacilities, and it is only that aspect 
of the matter which is causing some delay. T h e  is no 
banking legislation in Barbados at a& A statement was 
made in here the other day by the hon. senior member for 
St. Peter about a bank getiingpermission fromthe Govern- 
ment to open. It is only necessary for a foreign bank under 
the very brief Act of this Colony to get a licence to operate 
in this country. 

As far as the InsuranceCornpanies areconcerned, I do 
not want to say too much about the type of legislation which 
is contemplated, but we are  not at all satisfied with the 
operation of Insurance Companies in Barbados, or  some of 
them, and the ease with which people can come here and 
establish insurance business without giving any security at 
all, and the large amount of money to the extent of perhaps 
$4 million a year which is being drained away from this 
country in the way of insurancepremiums. Over $4 million 
in insurance premiums leave this country every year. That 
is a state of affairs that should not be  allowed to continue, 

Mr. Speaker, I want to make it clear that we have no 
intention of doing what a neighbouring colany did, of pre- 
venting the free convertibility of sterling, but we certainly 
will have to insist that foreign companies like Insurance 
Companies which come bee to operate not only must de- 
posit substantial security in the Treasury of Barbados, but 
also that they should re-invest a considerable proportion 
of the premiums collected in the Island of Barbados wkther 
it is in Government securities or  in private investment, I 
do not want, Sir, to enlarge on the statement anymore, but 
I only wanted W make i t  clear that this is not the result of 
any Bank closing down, because this legislation has b e n  
drafted now for some time. Weare justnow do- the tidy- 
ing up of the legislation, and our investigations on tb 



activities of certain banks in this colony indicate that we 
must consider not only civil sanctions but perhaps penal 

j sanctions as well, 

Mr. MILLER: A r e  we permitted, Mr. Speaker, to de- 
bate the statement? I know, Sir, that theHon. Premier was 
laying a statement...... 

Mr. SPEAKER: The stabzxnent has been duly laid. 

Mr. MIUER:  But there was considerable discussion. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Discussion by whom? 

Mr. SPEAKER: There may be no discussion at this 
2 

stage. Permission was granted for a statement to be laid. 
I assure that what the Hon. Premier was saying was put 
down in the statement which willbedulyprinted and circu- 
lated. Any hon. member may give notice in the usual way 

@ 
through the Clerk to have a Resolution tabled in this House 
for the purpose of discussing this Statement. 

Mr. MILLER: Thank you, Sir. 

q Mr. SPEAKER: T k  Hon. Leader of the House intimated 
that there is no further Governmnt Business proposed to 

be dealt with at this meeting, there being no other business 
on the Order Paper. 

Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD: I beg Your Honour's pardon. 
There is still a single Wm. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is noother busirress onthe Order 
Paper which it is proposed to deal with this afternoon. 

AQTOURNMENT 

The Order Paper having been fixed. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: As is customary, Sir, after 
the passing of the Estimates, we are going to propose the 
adjournment for a fortnight. 

I therefore beg to move that this House do now adjourn 
until Tuesday, 10th April at 3 o'clock p.m. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I heg to second that. 

The  p e s t i o n  u a s  pu t  and r e s o l v e d i n  the off imleti te 

wi thout  d i t i s ion ,  and Ur. S P E 4 K E I Z  adjourned dte f f o u s e  

accordingd y. 

4.55 p.m 




