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Hon, J. C. TUDOR, M.A., (Minister of Education); Mr, J.
W. CORBIN; Mr. S. E. SEALY; Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON,
(Minister of Communications, Works, Housing and Tour-
ism); Mr, W. R. COWARD; Mr. R. St.C. WEEKES, J.P.;
Mr. L. A. LYNCH, J.P.; Mr. G. V. BATSON, (Chairman
of Committees); Mr. N. W. BOXILL; Mr. J. B. YEARWOOD
and Hon, A, DaC. EDWARDS, (Minister of Social Ser-
vices\

Mr. CLERK: I regret to inform this Honourable House
that His Honour the Speaker is unavoidably absent through
illness,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER preceded by the Sargeant-
at-Arms bearing the Mace entered the House,
Prayers were read,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER;: I have been directed by His
Honour the Speaker to inform this Honourable House of an
accident which took place the day before yesterday of which
he had been a victim, and which has rendered him unable
to be in this Honourable House today. He regrets that very
much,

I am sure all hon, members will receive this news
with much regret for His Honour the Speaker, and will hope
and pray that he meets a speedy recovery so that he may
be able to carry on with his activities both in this Honour=
able House and in the community generally,

MINUTES

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to inform
the House that the Minutes of the meetings held on 13th and
20th March, 1962 respectively, have been printed and cir=
culated amongst hon, members, and unless there be any
?bjec:lon. these Minutes will be taken as read and con~

irmed,

There being no objection, the Minutes of those meetings
are taken as read and confirmed.

I have the honour to.inform the House that I have re~
ceived the Report of the Accountant General for the month
ended 31st January, 1962,

PAPERS LAID

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, on behalf of
the Hon, Premier, who is not now in his place, I am com-

manded to lay Message No, 5/1962 regarding the appoint=
ment of Honourable Sir Kenneth Stoby, Chief Justice, to act
as Governor's Deputy during the absence from the Island
of His Excellency the Governor,

The Message reads as follows:-

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR
TO
THE HONOURABLE THE HOUSE OF ASSEMELY

His Excellency the Governor has the honour to inform
the Honourable the House of Assembly that at the request
of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, he will be attend=
ing the Conference of the Chief Ministers of the Windward
and Leeward Islands with the Premier of Barbados due to
commence in London on Wednesday, 9th May, His Excellen~
cy will proceed to the United Kingdom by air on Monday,
Tth May,

2, During His Excellency’s absence, the Honourable Sir
Kenneth Stoby, Chief Justice, will act as Governor's Deputy
in accordance with Clause XXI A of the Letters Patent,

JOHN STOW,
Also, Mr, Deputy Speaker, on behalf of the Premier
and Minister of Finance who is not now inhis p]acelam
commanded to lay the following:~

The Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment) (No, )
Order, 1962,

The Approved Estimates of Current Revenue nnd Ex-'
penditure for the financial year 1962-63.

The Approved Estimates of Capital Expeulitue ht
the financial year 1962-63,

Barbados Estimates of the szehm and Emendihxn, :

of the Port Department for the financial year 1962-03. :

Starement showing Gross Customs and Excise Receipts .
for eleven months ended 28th February, 1962, '

Staterment showing Gross Customs and Excise Receipts '
for twelve months ended 31st March, 1962,

Staternent showing Net Customs and Excise Receipts
for the month ended 30th April, 1962, -

Report of the Standing Insurance Committee and State=
ment of Accounts of the General Insurance Fund for the
period 1st April, 1960 to 31st March, 1961,

Barbados Statistical Service Selected Monthly Indica=-
tors — December, 1961,

Also, on behalf of the Minister of Development, Trade,
Industry and Labour, 1am commanded to lay the following:=
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Report of the Public Utilities Board to the Governor=
in=Executive. Committee under section 52 of the Public
Utilities Act, 1951 for the vear 1961,

The Customs Duties (Barbados Museum and Historical
Society) Order, 1962,

Hon, C., E. TALMA: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I am com=
manded to lay the following:~

Statement from the Barbados General Agricultural
Society regarding the appropriation of the Legislative Grant
for the year 1961,

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I am
commanded to lay the following:=

Statement showing the sums advanced to the Postimaster
General for the payment of Money Orders, the amounts
repaid to the Accountant General, and the amounts due by
the various Post Offices to 28th February, 1962,

Also, Statemnent showing the sums advanced to the
Postmaster General for the payment of Money Orders, the
amounts repaid to the Accountant General, and the amounts
due by the various Post Offices to 31st March, 1962,
2l45 p.mQ

Mr, MILLER: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I beg to present a
Petition from members of the Young Women's Christian
Asspciation praying the House to pass a Bill to incorporate
the Young Women's Christian Association of Barbados.

The Petition is respectfully worded and I ask that it
be taken as read,

GOVERNMENT NOTICES
Government Notices were given as follows:-
Hon, J. C, TUDOR: On behalf of the Hon, Premier:

Resolution to place the sum of $140,200 at the disposal
of the Governor~-in=~Executive Committee to supplement
the Estimates 1962-63, Part 1 = Current, as shown in the
Supplementary Estimates, 1962-63, No. 2, which forms
the Schedule to the Resolution;

Also, Resolution to place the sum of $50,000 at the
disposal of the Governor=in-Executive Committee 1o sup=
plement the Estimates 196263, Part = Capital as shown
in the Supplementary Estimate, 1962-63, No, 3 which
forms the Schedule to the Resolution;

Also, Resolution to place the sum of $3,158 at the dis~
posal of the Governor=in=Executive Committee to supple=
ment the Estimates 1962=63, Part I = Current as shown
in the supplementary Estimate, 1962=-63, No, 4 which forms
the Schedule to the Resolution;

Also, Resolution to approve the Order entitled ‘The
Civil Establishrmen: (General) (Amendmeat) (No, 2) Order,
1962 made by the Governor-in=Executive Committee on
the twenty=fourth day of May, one thousand nine hundred
and sixty-two under the provisions of section 3of the Civil
Establishment Act, 1949;

Also, A Bill further to amend the Registration (Births,
Baptisms, Marriages and Burials) Act, 1891;

Also, A Bill to amend the Highways Act, 1900 and
certain other enactments relating to the period of notice
required to be given to road authorities by the Public
Utilities before opening up public roads;

Also, A Bill further to amend the Local Government
Service Commission Act, 1959

Also, A Bill further to amend the Savings Bank Act,
1014;

Also, A Bill to amend the Local Government Act, 1958,

e e e e e e e e

Hon, A. DaC, EDWARDS: A Bill to amend the Offences
against the Person Act, 1868,

Also, A Bill to provide for the Punishment of Incest,

Hon, J, C. TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I also give
notice of the intention of the Hon, Leader of the House to
move the House into Committee of Supply atits next meet=
ing to consider the Money Resolutions of which notice has
just been given,

REPLIES TO QUESTIONS

Hon, J, C. TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Irise to give
notice that Replies to the following Parliamentary Ques-
tions are now ready:=

On behalf of the Hon, Premier, Oral Reply to Parlia-
mentary Question No, 17/1962 asked by the hon, senior
member for St, Thomas on 6th February, 1962;

On behalf of the Hon, Minister of Development, Trade,
Industry and Labour, OralReply to Parliamentary Question
No. 2/1962 asked by the hon, junior member for St, Joseph
on 16th January, 1962;

Also, OralReply to Parliamentary Question No, 8/1962
asked by the hon, junior member for St, Peter on 16th
January, 1962;

Also OralReply toParliamentary Question No, 15/1962
asked by the hon, junior member for St, John, on the 23rd
January, 1962;

Also Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No, 16/1962
asked by the hon, senior member for St, Thomas, on 30th
January, 1962;

On behalf of myself, Oral Reply to Parliamentary
Question No, 28/1962 asked by the hon. senior member
for St, Joseph, on 6th March, 1962,

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to give notice that the
Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No, 36/1962 asked
by the hon, senior member for St, Josephon the 10th April,
1962 is now ready.

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: I beg to give notice that the
Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No, 22/1962 asked
by the hon, junior member for St, Joseph on the 20th
February, 1962, is now ready,

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Mr, MILLER: Mr, Deputy Speaker, 1 beg togive notice
of a Bill to incorporate the Young Women's Christian
Association,

Mr, YEARWOOD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I beg to give
notice of the following Resolution:=

WHEREAS the Domestic Science Class at St, John's
Mixed School has been closed;

AND WHEREAS because of the cessationof suchclass=
es young women in the paris}: of St. John have no oppor-
tunity to avail themselves of the training necessary to
qualify for the scheme of emigration as domestics to
Canada sponsored by the Government through the agency
of the Labour Departunent;

BE IT RESOLVED that Govermment recommence such .
Domestic Science Classes as soon as possible,

Mr, SEALY: Mr, Deputy Speaker, 1beg togive notice
of the following Resolution:~

WHEREAS grave dissatisfaction exists among Civil
Servants over the operation of the Widows & Orphans Pen~
sion Scheme and the meagre benefits derived therefrom;

BE IT RESOLVED that Govermment take steps tocarry
out a thorough investigation into the operation of the said
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Scheme and if pogsible have its scope of operation extended
to include:~

(a) a Medical Aid Scheme to ¢ontributors and /or their
dependents;

(b) a Scheme further to assist contributors and/or
their depgpdents in the construction or purchase
of homes,

Mr, BOXILL: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I begtogive notice
of the following:=

WHEREAS the Northern District Council has found it
rather difficult to provide any scrt of employment for the
past two months for the road workers inthe parish of Saint
Thomas employed by them;

BE IT RESOLVED that this Governinent take steps to
incorporate the road workers gf §i, Thomas into the central
body of Highways and Trapspert.

2,55 p.m,

QUESTIONS
The following Notices of Questions were giveni»
Mr, BATSON: To enquire of the Apprepriate Minister:

Is the Minister aware that St, Thomas Boys' School
is in an acute state of disrepair?

2, Will the Minister take all necessary steps tohave this
hazard repaired as soon as possible?

Mr, BATSON: Te enquire of the Minister of Education:

Will the Minister thoroughly explore the possibility of
erecting a Modern Secondary School in the parish of St,
Thomas at the best site available?

Mr, SMITH: To enquire of the Appropriate Minister;

Is it a fact that washers at the Mental Hospital wash
and clean more than 500 pieces of clothing and linen during
a single day?

2, Is it a fact that there is general dissatisfaction at the
Mental Hospital over the washing, linen keeping, and
clothes making?

3, Is it a fact that washers at that Institution are com-

plaining in this respect and their grievances are not being
listened to?

4, Will Government investigate these complaints without
delay?

Mr, SMITH: To enquire of the Appropriate Minister;

Will Government set up an impartial commission of
enquiry with proper terms of reference to establish the
facts as to the running of the Transport Board?

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The pext Question stands in
the name of the hon, junior member for St, Peter relative
to overhanging galleries at Speightstown,

Mr, HUSBANDS: Mr, Deputy Speaker, in the light of
recent information which Ihave received, 1am asking leave
to have that question temporarily withdrawn.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon, member ig asking
leave to have this question temporarjly withdrawn, and
unless there be any objection, leave will be granted the

hon, member, (After a pause.). There being no objection, -

leave is granted the hon, member,

Mr, DEPUT Y SPEAKER: The next Question also stands
in the name of the hon, junior member for St, Peter rela~-
tive to raising the age-limit of pupils attending Modern
Secondary Schools,

Mr, HUSBANDS: To enquire of the Minister of Educa=
tion;

Will the Minister consider raising the age-limit of
pupils attending Modern Secondary Schools to the age of
18 years?

2, f the answer to No, (1) is in the negative, will the
Minister state why?

Mr, BOXILL: To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:=

Is the Minister of Communications, Works, Housing and
Tourism aware of the fact that Highways and Transport,
who formerly charged the Waterworks 30 centsper square
foot for road repairs after laying of water services is now
charging the Waterworks $1,50 per square foot?

2, Is the Minister aware that this extra burden has been
placed on the unfortunate consumer?

3. X the answer is in the affirmative, will the Minister
state why, i not, will the Minister please investigate this
sore spot immediately?

Mrp, BOXILL: To enquire of the Appropriate Minister :=

Is the Government aware of the growing dissatisfaction
at Uighways and Transport in all sections of the Staff?

2. Will Government enquire into these accusations by
means of investigations immediately?

Mr, BOXILL: To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:=

Is Government aware of the growing dissatisfaction
among members of the Police Force because of working
conditions, and the attitude of certain Officerstowardsthe
constables?

2, Will Government enquire why it is that the Bridge,
Hastings, Brittons Hill, Worthing and Oistins Stations have
A0t got a constable of 20 years® standing?

3. Will Government please set up a Commission to inves=
tigate and recommend better conditions for this most im=
portant segment of the Island?

Mr CORBIN entered the House and took his seat.
BILLS READ A FIRST TIME
On motions of Hen, J. C. TUDOR, seconded by
Hon, C, E, FALMA in each case, the foll awing Bills
werg tead a first time:-

A Bill further to amend the Registration (Births, Bap~-
tisms, Marriages and Burials) Act, 1891,

A Bill to amend the Highways Act, 1900 and certain
other enactments relating to the period of notice required
to be given toroad aytherities by the Public Utilities before
opening up public roads.

A Bill further to amend the Local Government Service
Commission Act, 1959,

A Bill further to amend the Savings Bank Act, 1914,

A Bill v amend the Local Government Act, 1958,
On matiens of Hon. 4. DaC. EDWARDS, seconded
in gaeh case by Hon. C. E. TALMA, the follawing Bills

were read a first time:-

A Bill to amend the Offences against the Person Act,
1868,

A Bl to provide for the punishment of Incest,
3,05 pamy, ‘

Mr, MILLER: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I beg to move that
a Bill intituled an Act to incorporate the Young Women's
€hristlan Association be now read a first time.

e e e ]
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Mr, SMITH: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Mr. GODDARD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, lam asking leave
of absence from the House for two months from 3rd June,
1962,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon, junior member for
Christ Church is asking leave of the House for two months®
leave of absence commencing from 3rd June, and unless
there be any objection, leave will be granted,

There being no objection, leuve was granted the
hon member

QUESTION TIME

Juestion Time was called.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Oral Reply is to
Parliamentary Question No, 17/1962, asked by the hon.
senior member for St, Thomas, on the 6thFebruary, 1962,

Mr, BATSON: Mr, Deputy Speaker, the question reads
as follows:=

““To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:

Will Government take steps at its earliest opportunity
tw have the Debates of this Chamber broadcast for the
information and convenience of the general public?"

Hon, J, C, TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, the reply is
as follows:

‘““The Government is actively considering the question
of the broadcasting of Parliamentary Debates,’’

NMr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Oral Reply is to
Parliamentary Question No, 2/1962 asked by the hon, junior
member for St, Joseph,

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Deputy Speaker, the question reads
as follows:~

‘To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:=

Is Government aware of the difficulty experienced by
villagers in this Island who do notlive adjacent to the pub~
lic highways in having an electric service in their homes
owing to the high cost of the installation fees charged by
the Barbados Light and Power Co,, Ltd,?

2, Will Government take steps to subsidise the installation
of such services in areas where the residents are unable
1o meet the cost in full?

ton, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, the reply is
as follows:-

““(1) Yes, Sir, But difficulty is also experienced by
some villagers who live adjacent to the highway in having
an electricity service installed in their homes,

2) The Ministry of Development, Trade, Industry
and Labour has begun discussions with the Company with
a view 1o arriving at some satisfactory arrangements for
thie extension of electricity services in those areas which
are not presently supplied.*’

Mr, SMITH: As a subsidiary, I wonder if the Minister
is in a position to let us know how long these negotiations
will last, and if there is any possibility of getting to some
final decision during this year,

Hon, J. C., TUDOR: I would like to assure the hon,
member that there is always a possibility of getting t0 a
decision; whether this year or not, I am not in a position
to say. But the hon. member will appreciate that the ab~-
sence of the Minister of Development, Trade, Industry and
Labour from the Colony at this moment will delay certain
matters to some extent; but I am certain that as soon as

my colleague returns, he will give his attentionto the mar=
ter again, and perhaps the hon, member would like to raise
it with him at some future date when he is in his place,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon, members will appre=-
ciate that the time has now come for Private Members'
Business.

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Deputy Speaker, before you call
the first Order of the Day under Private Members® Busi-
ness, I would like to draw to Your Honour's attention that
at the last sitting of the House Igave notice of a Resolution
which is No, 18 onthe Order Paper under Private Members®
Business, and at that time I asked His Honour the Speaker
to have the Report printed, Four weeks have elapsed, and
1 have not yet received a copy of that Report, 1 think it is
important that the Report should be printed, because it
was laid in the House and I asked that steps be taken to
have it printed as it is my intention to debate that Report,

Mr., DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am instructed that the
Report is in the hands of the Printers, and I further under=
stand that it will be in the member’s hands by the next
meeting,

Mr, WALCOTT: 1 thank you, Sir.

RESOLUTION re PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
SERVICE IN ST, JOHN

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order No, 1 urder Private
Members' Business is to resume debate on a Resolution
re the public transportation service in the parish of St,
John,

On the last occasion, the hon, senior member for the
City was speaking, and as hon, members will appreciate,
that hon, member is not in his seat today. It is left now to
be decided if hon, members are willing to carry on with
this debate, If no other hon. member is willing to contribute
to the debate, it will be necessarythento direct the matrer
to the hon. junior member for St, John as to what courze
he himself will take,

3.15 p.m,

Mr, COWARD: Mr, Depury Speaker, there are few
Resolutions which may come before this House on which
I will be able to speak withgreater authority than this one,
I rise, not in any personal self opinion, but to ensure that
this House may not be misled or misguided, as I fear the
hon, junior member for St, John who has brought this Reso=
lution has been misled,

I happen, Sir, to be the concessionaire of the bus route
in question and I would be lacking in my duty to the com=
munity if 1 failed to reply to the hon, junior member for
St, John, I may begin by saying that the hon, junior member
for St, John, like other members of the community, feel
that transport is so simple that any and all and sundry can
direct it,

As long as I happen to be amember of this Assembly,
I will try to make myself conversant with matters before 1
attempt to speak, It is well known that quite a number of
people like to use bhuses asthey use a private car and much
of the waste of the Transport Board is as a result of such
services, 1 have every reason to believe that a person who
is responsible for this complaint is a school teacher who
feels that by virtue of her calling she is entitled to pre-
ferential treatment, regardless of how it operates against
the bus company and so long as a bus is made available to
take ber to and from school.

There are people in the parishof SaintJohn who oper=~
ate ‘‘pirate*’ buses in such a manner as to take the cream
of the concession and leave the hard part for the bus
owners.

This complaint, Mr, Deputy Speaker, I may tell you,
is not a complaint in the interest of the public, nor is it a
general complaint; it is a special complaint, As lhave
said, relative to these ‘‘pirate’’ buses whichoperatein the
parish of St, John, their owners are only there to see that

——
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they are always running full of passengers and some people
feel that a 31-passenger bus or 50-passenger bus which
costs all over $25,000 is there only for the purpose of
carrying a school teacher to her job,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, the hon, junior member for St,
John could hardly refrain from making personal references
to me as a concessionaire, The hon, member should know
that Martins Bay is only a poor fishing area and after
passengers have come to town on mornings, there are no
passengers coming from Martins Bay.

The hon, member also said that the Island's transport
should revert to competition, It is not that the Island’s
transport wants reverting to competition at all,  a man
is able to go and buy anold motor van best suited for carry=
ing merchandise and runs it on aconcessionaire's route to
take passengers off the route, Mr, Deputy Speaker, what
more competition can you want than that? Itis possible for
a man to take an old motor van and run it on a conces=
sionaire'’s route and see that that motor vanis always run=
ning full of passengers.

Sir, transport in this Island is operated under the
direction of the Director of Highways and Transport who
has on every concession he gives out a scheduled service
by which the concessionaire has to operate, If you are
operating a bus from Bridgetown to Martins Bay and there
is not a single passenger going on that trip at that time,
there are Inspectors to see that that bus leaves the terminus
of Bridgetown for its destination at that time even although
there is not a single passenger in the bus, That is not so
with the “pirates’, If there are no passengers, he would
not go; he would wait undl such time as he gets enough
passengers to go,

Under the agreement with the Transport Board, con=
cessionaires are called on to keep at the disposal of the
public spare buses and a staff of mechanics, If something
is wrong with a motor omnibus on the route, the conductor
or driver just has to ring to the garage and a bus would
have to leave with a qualified mechanic to bring it to the
place where the other one broke down, Concessionaires
are also called on tohavedrivers and condnctors and these
workers must be properly uniformed with forest cap aid
badge, unlike the *‘pirate®® who does not have to pay one
single person except himself, Then, the service which a
‘ipirate*® operates is not operated on a time schedule and
all that is unfair to concessionaires.

However, Sir, the point which I want to make clear
and which the hon, junior member for St, John has raised,
that the service to Martins Bay is inadequate is this: I would
like the hon, junior member for St, John when he is making
his reply to say whether he knows of a 31~passenger bus
travelling from Martins Bay having more than twelve pas=
sengers to bring to Bridgetown. I remember some time ago
that this complaint went to one of the past representatives
of the parish of Saint John who, in my opinion, had more
intelligence than the hon, member who has brought this
Resolution in, because that representative when this matter
was brought to him went to the appropriate quarters and
asked that the service be improved for those people.
3.25 p,m,

That service was put on by the Director of Transport
and after the running of the service for a short period, the
passengers who called for it did not make use of it and
therefore that service had to be stopped, I would like o
say that the hon, member who brought down this Resolution
did oot first try to seek information from the proper
authorities; he just brought it down because he could bring
it down, I am saying, Mr, Deputy Speaker, that there is no
concessionaire in this Island who will be able to run an
adequate service in this Island with these pick-up vans
running at any time and at all times, Even if the transport
service is inadequate, you cannot blame the concessionaire
for that, In this House I heard the hon, senior member for
St, Peter say that today is not the day when the transport
service can be operated by ‘‘fly" buses, pick-ups and
vehicles of that sort,

When the hon, junior member for St, John gets up o
make his reply I would like him to be able to tell me if,

at any ume during the year, the buses which service the
Martins Bay district have left any passengers, orif at any
time he had a load of passengers for which there had not
been a schedule, The bus service at Martins Bay had to
be reduced because the passengers were inadequate for the
running of a bus service of that size, I will not stress that
point for too long because it is useless to be fighting against
something which is not necessary, Iamonly trying to make
that explanation in order to show hon, members that before
bringing a Resolution to this House they should know some=
thing more about the matter. An elector may come to an
hon, member and put up something to him and he may be
stupid enough to come here and waste the time of this
Honourable House indebating something which is not neces«
sary to be debated in this House, Inmy opinion, if the hon,
member had gone to the proper authorities, they would
have been able to tell him that the proposal has been tried
out, it has been a failure, and therefore it is not necessary
to have such a service or services as that for which the
hon, junior member for St. John is now asking,

Mr, CORBIN: Mr, Deputy Speaker, this Resolution
which is before us today deals with the inadequacy of the
bus service in St, John; however, it is not only a matter
of St, John, but the whole Island of Barbados, Concerniiy
the transportation of passengers, I would say that there
is the need for scheduled hours when buses should he run
whether they have two passengers, three passengers or
one hundred passengers. If a bus leaves Bridgetown and
goes to Belleplaine or anywhere else, at a scheduled hour,
when that bus reaches that destination and passengers are
not ready to be transported, thentheyhave to be left; there-
fore such passengers cannot say that they are not getting
an adequate bus service, The bus service to the country
district is not like that in the City where the buses run
every quarter of an hour or every half an hour, I know that
the buses run at 7o'clockor 8o’clock and they return back
to the City; they leave at 11 o’clock and reach their des=
tination at 12 o’clock, These scheduled hours are adequate
for anyone who has to go on a long journey, but I may say
that there is no bus which has to go a long journey which
can have scheduled hours just as those which are being run
in the City, (4sides).

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Icannot refrainfromhearing
voices on both sides of the House; I would therefore be glad
if hon, members would whisper to each other in softer
tones,

Mr, CORBIN: I am saying, Sir, that what is needed is
a scheduled hour to meet the long distances which are being
travelled so that passengers in these districts will know
the exact hour at which they will meet the buses, If passen=
gers camnot get the buses because they do not arrive on
time, then any of us can bring a complaint, I should like to
say that, as to those persons who runbuses to Martins Bay
and to St. Andrew, they should be subsidised by the Gov-
ernment, 1 say that because the profit which they make
cannot compensate for the wear and tear on the engines
of the buses or the tyres, gasolene or anything else when
these buses go up and downthose hills, As Yong as the con=
cessionaires can run their buses on scheduled hours in
order to meet the passengers, the service willbe all right;
otherwise the matter should be brought before the House at
any time, I cannot complain about the transport service
where the ‘Rocklyn®’ buses are concerned, If itis said that
rum time is any time and Miss Rock’s time is any time, I
do not agree with that at all, (4 sides),

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon., member who is on
his feet is speaking in Jouder tones than those who are talk=
ing in asides; but on both sides of the House those who are
talking will not allow me to hear what is being said by the
hon, member who is on his feet. Iwould be grateful if hon,
members would whisper to each other in softer tones,

Mr. CORBIN: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I quite agree with
you, Members on both sides of the House know the Rules
of the House; they should therefore abide by the Rules, Hon,
members are not babies so that they cannot abide by the
Rules of this House; they should be able to set an example
and do not allow me to have to pass sentence on them,
3,35 pom.

— 4
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I do not want to be long on this Mr, Deputy Speaker,
but 1 should like to say finally that if concessionaires in
this Island, especially those who have the difficult routes,
set up their scheduled hours and can run their buses
according to the schedule, that should be satisfactory to
the community.

Mr. SMITH: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Iwas not in the House
at the time when the hon, junior member for St, John intro=~
duced this Resolution; so Ido not know what was said during
that time, What I amiwondering, Sir, is whether, as a Party
man he had taken up this question with his Party, and also
whether he took up this matter with the concessionaires
before he proceeded to bring it into this Honourable House,
As a true and honest representative of the people, I feel
that he first should have taken up this matter with the con~
cessionaires if there are any grievances, because I doubt
whether he may not have heard complaints, He should have
taken up the matter first with the concessionaire, and if
the concessionaire did not give any heed, he should then
have taken it up with his Party since his Party is now the
Government, and, if his Party gave himthe O.K., then bring
this Address on the floor of the House, I feel that if he had
done both these things, he would have saved time in de-
bating it here,

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I say that to say this: after I heard
about it, I began to investigate, and this is what I have dis=
covered, I have found out that the hon, junior member for
St, John is a colleague of the concessionaire up there, be-
cause he has a concession, Ihave heard that, and I am sure
that if it is not so, he will deny it when his time comes,
What actually happens, Sir, is that he runs off his route at
times = that is what I have heard because ! have never
seen him = and robs the other concessionaires of their
fares, Well truly, Sir, I would have to make some kind of
talk, or as a certain member would say, I would have to
make a **bassa=bassa’’. The hon, member has taken it upon
himself to use the good offices of being a representative of
the people to bring this matter here, and I have heard that
he even made threats to the conductors, drivers and con=
cessionaires, threatening them to have the route taken away,
That is what was revealed to me during my investigations,

Mr, YEARWOOD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, on a point of
order, I object strenuously to those remarks made by the
hon, member,

Mr, SMITH; Mr, Deputy Speaker, the hon, member can
object as much as he likes, lamnot out of order; I ain only
saying what I have understood, Ihave alsoheard that he has
been so far as to stop a bus and check the passengers, and
make the police report them too, Now, Sir, it is no wonder
that the hon. junior member for St. John wanted 1o lock up
every person who has to do with transport, because he said
in here that the members of the Transport Board should
be locked up, I have now come to find out why,

Now, Sir, you have heard my colleague say in his
remarks that they are called upon to keep to their roues,
and move off at scheduled times, whether the bus has one
person or one hundred persons, The conductors have to be
decently clad and wear badges and things of that sort, and
yet one is allowed to run a pirate bus, Sir, when you become
a representative of the people, things that you used to do
you must do no more. You must go to the pool of politics
and wash and become clean, You have to be stainless when
you want to represent people, and not try to be clean here
and dirty yonder, That is the duty of a politician, The other
concessionaire has to cry out because he cannot go on the
hon, member's route, I did not even know that pirate buses
had routes; I thought they were only stealing a chance when
I see them running around and getting a passenger here
and there, I thought they were only hanging around to eke
out a living,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, the route which the hon, junior
member for St. John has was pointed out to me, but I can=~
not remember it, and sometimes he is seenon other routes,
I am sure that if he had taken up this matter with the Hon,
Minister who is in charge and let him know that he has a
route, and at some times things might not be bright his

—_—

way and he has to go on other people’s route, the Minister
would have told him not to bring this Resolution, I would
not be surprised {f the Hon, Minister said he is unaware
that the hon, member runs here and there. I understand
that sometimes he runs onRoute 6 and sometimes on Route
7. As a politician and as a representative of the people of
St. John, the member should be the last person to bring a
Resolution of this sort, because he is also interested in
transport; and although he may be right, anybody would
think that it is only because he runs around sometimes on
the other routes that he has brought this Resolution before
the House,

3,45 pome

1 am drawing to his attentionthathe is in here through
the people of St. John and he should look to represent them
more fully than what he is doing today, I say that because
I could not call this proper representation of the people
when he is responsible for representing the owner of a
bus route in his parish and he istrying to getr some person
from the other route to come in and take over that route
and is also trying from the reading of this Resclution, be=
cause it is possible if this Resclution should pass today
or some time later, that this concessionaire may lose out,
This is serious business; this is just like when you are
playing with a gun and pulling the trigger and do not know
where the shot would lodge, This is no sport, How can this
be any sport after you have brought a matter of this sort
to this House and you are asking hon, members to support
you and there is the possibility as anoutcome of this Reso=
lution that the present concessionaire is liable to lose and
there is also the possibility that the hon, junior member
for St, John may be the winner because if he is in the same
line of business, if he is operating in St, John, and the
concessionaire whom I am talking about or the other con-
cessionaires lose their concession, { would not call him a
business man, as I know him tobe, if he were to let some=
body else come in and get a concessionto operate the route,
Therefore, it is a possibility if hon. menbers in his Party
- in other words, the present Government = support this
Resolution, that some people in St, John or some others
may suffer and bear aheavy loss,Isay that because I know
that a concessionaire in that parish is a lady who has just
lost her husband who has left her with a lot of children to
support, and I have also heard that she recently lost her
residence by fire and it was not even properly insured,
Even if it were insured, she still would have lost and the
representative whom she is responsible for putting in this
House is causing her another fire because he would cause
her now to lose out as a result of this Resolution, Well, it
would be through the kindness of the people of St, John who
voted for the representative that has caused othersor this
lady to meet another catastrophe, because, as I have just
said, there is the possibility that she may lose out because
it is a question of numbers, This Resolution may pass
through numbers and I cannot save it,

Mr., YEARWOOD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Iriseona point
of order. I would like the hon, member to understand that
this Resolution is dealing with concessionzires and notone
concessionaire in the parish of St, John,

Mr. SMITH: Well, Sir, I really do not know how many
concessionaires there are in St, John, I the hon, member
would just point out to me how many are there, I would be
glad because I have just heard my colleague speaking and
as far as I gather from him, he has a part of the service
in St, John; therefore, he would be one,

I do not think the hon, junior member for St, John was
thinking of saving my colleague because my colleague did
not have either fire or more childrenthanhe can work for,
Even if you take away the concessionfromhim, he is a man
like me who can work very hard, ¥ it appears to the hon,
junior member for St, John that I am a bit heavy on him,
it is because Iamtrying to protect the lady who has recent-
ly lost her husband and then her residence. I understand
that she could not go into town after the fire to try and
borrow a penny because she lost all her clothing, She had
to wait until her seamstiress went into town to buy some=
thing for her and then come back and make it up. I do not
think the hon, junior member for St, Johnknew this; if not,
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he would not have pressed this case so hard even if she
were wrong,

You will always meet complaints coming to you about
concessionaires, I, too, have made complaints about con=
cessionaires but I go to them and tellthem about my com-=
plaint before telling anybody else, When Igo to concession=
aires and put my case, in some cases it is not that the
concessionaire is wholly wrong but the cause may be due
to some of hisemployees, and very often the concessionaire
promises me that he would remedy it, Sometimes, I go to
my honourable colleague and take up matters with him, I
do not go to my Party and try to penalise any concession=
aire, 1 take the matter up with the concessionaire first,

Sir, you just cannot please everybody, There are some
people who go into a bus and do anything to make a noise,
In this case, what is worrying me is this, I do not know if
the hon, junior member for St, John has taken his duty so
seriously by first of all going to the concessionaire and
putting his case, I do not know if this concessionaire, being
a woman, ignored him, probably because she has just lost
her husband and is afraid of aman, 1 do not know if she was
afraid of him which caused her to ignore him; but even if
that were so, then he could have taken the matter up with
members of his Party before bringing it here, The hon,
member’s colleague is the Premier of this country and is
also a member of the same Party, Imagine such a small
thing as this coming before the House concerning that parish
when you have the Hon, Premier representing that parish!
1 do not know how the hon, junior member for 8t, John is
thinking, I hope he will take thisinthe spirit in which I am
giving him and it will be a Jesson for him not to jump up
too quickly to do these things before, as the old people tell
you, you have taken counsel, This is a matter which should
have been taken up at the right level, first of all with the
concessionaire, and then with members of his Party before
coming in here with it, However, because hehas brought it
in bere, he has left itopen for those of us who have a heart
and soul to work according to our consciences,

3,55 p.m,

Now, as I have said, I do not know what the reason is
because I was not here when the hon. member introduced
the Resolution, But this is the wording of the Resolution:~

‘“WHEREAS the public transportation service in the
parish of Saint John is irregular and inadequate:

AND WHEREAS there is urgent need to remedy this
situation;

BE IT RESOLVED that this House request Government
to issue directions through the appropriate channels tothe
private concessionaires plying in the said parish so as ta
ensure greater efficiency in the Routes under their rew
spective controls, "’

Mr, Deputy Speaker, inasmuch as this Resolution is
before us, I understand = I donotlive in St, John although
I may pass up there = that the hon, member was going
around with a petition asking people to sign as a mark of
protest against the services which are rendered by the
buses up there. That is what Ihave heard; that is what was
told to me, Some man's name was called to me; | am very
sorry that 1did not write down the name, A man in a par-
ticular area is doing the same thing and trying to work out
the concessionaires. What must we do here this afternoon
in order to save the concessionaires, even including the hon,
junior member for St, John, because he is one of them?
We must do one thing and that is to reject this Resolution,
Mr, Depury Speaker, you have to protect some paople from
themselves, I we should do our duty relative to this Reso=
lution, there may be the possibility of the hon. junior mem=
ber for St, John coming out on top and if he does not come
out on top somebody belonging to himwilldo sc. I can only
say that the hon. member is inthe *‘do’ and he is respon=
sible for this Resolution being before us this afternoon
when he is one of the concessionaires.,

I have also heard = and whatlam saying I think I can
verify = in some cases, even if not in all cases, Even at

the Highways and Transport Board Ihave heard that the
hon, member is giving some trouble up there, ¥ the hon.
member is going to deny that, then I will call upon them
1o give me the Minutes and I will get a chance to discuss
the matter, I am told that the hon, member is giving no end
of trouble with the route up there, He will not keep to his
route; be is always running on other people’s routes and
he is the {irst to make the complaints, That is what I am
told, I feel that in the interest of the travelling public they
should know what is happening. In the interest of the elec~
tors of the parish of St. John they should know what they
have done and they may be able to say: ‘‘Forgive him, Oh
my Father; for he knows not what he has done*’, Some of
the Electors may say that, but we will still know what we
have to do. This is a serious matter; we, as legislators,
should not try to use our good offices in order to penalise
peopble. We should not dotnat. lama garage proprietor and
the last thing I would do is to bring something here which
would penalise other garage proprietors, If the matter
should come here and they are wrong Iwill bring down the
hamimer on them by all means; but I will not do it other=
wise, because it will be said thatSmith wants all the trade
and he is trying to penalise his colleagues.,

The hon, junior member for St, John is a very honest
man; he did not cover up anything, He is trying to do his
duty in representing the travelling public of St, Jolhn; he
is trying to dothat, yes, buthowis he trying to do it? These
people are annoyed because he istrying totake a berry out
of their mouths, This route is light, my colleague’s route
is heavy and so the hon, member will try to run over and
get a bite, It is not fair for one man to die from starvation
while another man is living happily and has everything in
order, At the same time it must be borne in mind that the
concessionaires are tied down to routes; they cannot run
buses wherever they like, whereas in the case of the
‘pirate® drivers I have seen them notproperly clad. They
must understand that there is the law, and whereas if one
man dJoes not carry out the letter of the law he will be
punished, the other man can do as he likes, That is hard,

Mr. Deputy Speaker, before I sit downIwill move that
this Resolution be rejected regardless of whatever will be
the consequences, I do not have the numbers in here but I
will not allow the lack of numbers to cause me to be lacking
in my duty, However, Sir, I will not move that this Resolu~
tion be rejecred, (L aughter). I want the Government memn=
bers to vote for it, Iwillnotdo anything about it and I know
what is going to happen whether this Resolutionis rejected
Qr not,

4,05 p.m,

The people of St, John have seen the intention of the
present Government, because I believe the Government
knows about it: otherwise a backbencher could notbring this
here so easily, If the Party is working along the right lines,
and if they are doing what they should do as a ruling Party
and not allow a backbencher to *‘mash up’ a good spree =
and I know you have all brains over there.eeee

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ido not understand the ex=
pression “‘mash up a good spree’’. If the hon, junior mem-=
ber for St, Joseph would give the House the language ex=
pected of the House, I would understand better.

Mr, SMITH: Now, Mr, Deputy Speaker, you know the
meaning of a spree, because I have met you at sprees. You
know that a good spree is when everything is going off
nicely, I have just understood, Sir, = and this will support
me = that the hon, junior member for St, John wanted the
buses to go back on the competition line again, I would not
like to see that, and that is the meaning of ‘‘mashing up' a
good spree, because more lives would be lost.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I understand that now,

Mr, SMITH: Well, Sir, the people of St, John understard
that too, and lam goingto sithere and see the present Gov~
ernment hang themselves by passing a Resolution of this
sort with one of the members trying to penalise one of the
concessionaires = a poor widow of the parish of St. John
by the narme of Mrs, Simpson =only because she would not
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keep her mouth closed and allow him to take bread out of
her moutll, I amhoping, Sir, that nothing more like this will
happe: again where amember of this House tries to take his
office to penalise people in this country,

Mr, SEALY: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I honestly regret a
Resolution of this sort coming before this House, I can as=
sure you that when the hon, junior member for St, John
criticised the Transport Board, I backed him 100%, but when
on the 10th April he said that the Transport service in the
parish of St, John was inadequate, it meant that he was say=
ing one thing in one breath and saying something else in
another breath, thus strengthening the hamds of the hon,
senior member for St, Peter when he said that no transpor=
tation could run successfully without public funds,

I can tell you, Sir, that 1 have travelled through St,
John on several occasions onbusiness, and Lhave heard the
feelings of the people, and Ican tell you now, Sir, that the
hon, junior member for St,Johnis making fun, As a mauer
of fact, he is looking for trouble, He is interfering with one
of the most decent and honest~minded persons inthe parish
of St, John by the name of Iris Wilkinson,

Mr. YEARWOOD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, on a point of
order, 1object to the hon, senior member for St, Michael
making reference to any particular concessionaire operat~
ing in St, John, with whom Iaminterfering and for whom I
am making trouble.

Mr. SEALY: I can say that with bold assurance, be~
cause Icannot imagine that the hon, member who represents
the people of St. John would get on his bus and drive down
the road and get a policeman to report the bus and put off
school children, I will go further amd say that the hon,
member is interfering with one of the mostdecent and res=-
pectable persons in the parish of St, John by the name of
Iris Wilkinson,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would be glad if the hon,
senior member for St, Michael would try to direct,,eee.

Mr, SEALY: The lady, Miss Iris Wilkinson or Mrs,
Simpson is one of the most respectable persons in the
parish of St. John, and her name is not only Wilkinson or
Simpson, but all the names youcanthink of in the parish of
St, John, and he is only involving himself and the hon, senior
member for St, John, It is said that there is a pirate bus
which runs around on the same route, He is using his route
and other routes too, so that this Resolution before this
House is only a personal matter which I regret has come
before this House, That particular lady lost her husband
not long ago, and the majority of members would know that
her house was burnt and she saved nothing, Her entire
savings have gone up in flames, She is the mother of nine
children, 211 of whom are at secondary school, What do you
expect her 10 do? Do you want to take away her buses, run
competition and let her depend on public charity?

Mr, DEF UTY SPEAKER: I wonder if the hon, member
would care to wait abit while the children leave the louse,
Now that there is silence, the hon, member may resume,

Mr, SEALY:;1thank you, Sir, As you will see, Sir,
there is a pirate bus run by one particular individual who is
complaining that the transportation service inthe parishis
inadequate, The person to whom he is referring is a lady
who has nine children all of whom are at Secondary School,

Mr, YEARWOOD: Again on a point of order, Mr, Depu~
ty Speaker, Iobject to the hon, senior member for St, Mich-
ael referring to one person as the concessionaire in St,
John,

Mr, SEALY: I can do it without fear of contradiction,
and I can say that the lady’s brother, Oscar Wilkinson, went
to the representative and complained, and because he had
his hands on his hips, the hon, member asked him if he
knew to whom he was talking, and told him that he was talk-
ing to the junior member for St, John,

Mr, YEARWOOD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I will have to
ask that those words be withdrawn, because they are very
far from the truth.

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, on a point of
order, if the hon, member would give way, I understand
from the tenor of the debate that it is quite controversial,
and I myself have no knowledge of all the facets of the case
under dispute; but Iwould appeal to the hon, member who is
now speaking, if possible, to save mentioning the names of
any residents of St, John, since they are not substantively
the subject of the debate, He may, if he wishes to, criticise
the hon, member as much as he likes, bur it is, I think,
quite unnecessary for the lady's name to be mentioned, in
as much as she is not a party to this dispute between the two
sides of this House,

Mr. SEALY: Mr, Deputy Speaker, the names to which I
am referring are those of concessionaires in theparish of
St, John, and Lmake reference to the lady’s name because it
appears that the hon, junior member for St. John would
like to see that lady, who is without a husband and who has
nine children at secondary school, and whose house was
burnt, come in for public charity,

4,15 pon,

Mr, MILLER: Before Your Honour closes the debate
and puts the question I would liketo make a little contribi=
tion to the debate and supportmy honourable colleague, the
senior member for St. Joseph, The Resolution before the
House has taken up considerable time and if it provided any
argument at all, what 1 can see from it is that the entire
bus service of this Island should come under public owner=
ship, We are up against the transport services of this Island
being provided in part by the Transport Board and then by
private concessionaires, I think we have reached the stage
where the community service is desired to be runby public
ownership., No substitute would answer what should be the
essential service,

I am hoping that the hon, junior member for St, John
would be willing to withdraw this Resolution so as to save
it from strife and misery, It would really save it from this
strife and misery. Tuesday after Tuesday, we have been
discussing this matter and it seems to me that it would go
on for many more Tuesdays unless the hon. member is
willing to persuade his Government and get the sanction of
the House that the entire passenger service should be
brought under public ownership. I am simply asking the hon,
member to treat this Resolution with the grace which it
deserves by withdrawing it thus saving it from strife and
misery.

Mr, HUSBANDS: Mr, Deputy Speaker, 1 did notwant to
be drawn into this debate on the question of public transpor=
tation in the parish of St, JohnasI thought it to be at first,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Iam hearing two voices = one
standing and one sitting,

Mr, HUSBANDS: I was saying, Sir, that I thought at
first that this was a matter concerning public transportation
in the parish of St, John, Isee according to the Resolution it
is stated: ‘“BE IT RESOLVED that this House request Gov=
ernment to issue directions through the appropriate chan~
nels to the private concessionaires plying in the said parish
s0 as to ensure greater efficiency in the routes under their
respective controls,’*

That is what is being requested by the Resolution; but,
Sir, from what Ihave beenhearing -and members are cer=
tainly waxing warm about it = it appears to me that the
issuing of directions by Government is not the answer; it
seems to me as if matters are rather personal. I do not
know from what I have heard of the debate if, when this
Resolution came before the House, certain members were
not directly involved. Aslhave said, Ithink it is more than
the issuing of directions which should be gone i.:to, I think
from what I have heard that this matter should be the sub=
ject of an inquiry and 1dohope that the hon, junior member
for St, John who knows a lot about this matter would ask
the House to resolve itself upon the setting up of a Board
of Enquiry to go into this matter because of what has been
divulged today,

1 do not know how true it is, but from what little has
been divulged it seems to me so personal and delicate and
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affecting directly hon, members of this Chamber that we
should not be a judge of our own case,

Sir, I regret very much indeed that this Resolution does
not seek the setting up of a public enquiry, I do not think the
Resolution as it stands goes far enough, Iam not knowledge=
alle about the transportation affairs in the parish of St,
Join and I believe that there are other hon, members who
are in my position, The partof the debate on this matter to
which I have listened has taken such a turn and has in-
volved members of this House to such anextent that I think
it has gone beyond the wording of the Resolution which is
requesting Government to issue directions through the ap~
propriate channels to the private concessionaires concern=
ed, I am glad that I have been in here to hear the last hon.
member who spoke, I did not expect that this debate would
have assumed the proportions which it has assumed and as
it has turned in this direction, Ithink the Resolution should
go beyond the terms of issuing directions and there should
be a public enquiry, I think that would satisfy the travelling
public of St, John and all those who are interested in the
transportation facilities in the parish of St. John,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is there any other hon.
member who desires to speak on this Resolution before the
hon, junior member for St, John replies? (4 Pause).

There being no other hon, member who is desirous of
speaking, the hon, junior member for St. John is free to
reply if he desires to do so,

Mr, YEARWOOD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am at a loss
to hear such untruthful statements coming from hon, mem-
bers on that side of the House towards this Resolution, In
my opening remarks, I can remember stating clearly the
reasons why this Resolution was being brought, I have the
honour now to represent the constituency of St, John and if
I get complaints from my electors, I think it is only fair
that I should try to do my utmost to make sure that the
electors are satisfied, I would not have attempted to bring
a Resolution like this in this House unless I had complaints
of the nature of dissatisfaction over the transportation
services in St, John,

Mr, Deputy Speaker, 1 will first tell you and other hon,
members that I have spoken first of all to one of the con=
cessionaires of St, John = and that is the hon, senior mem=
ber for St, Joseph = over this matter before I brought in this
Resolution,

4,25 p,m,

Mr, COWARD: On a point of order. Mr, Deputy Speaker,
the only conversation which the hon, member had with me
is to tell me in this House that he is going to bring down this
Resolution, He has not told me anything more,

Mr, YEARWOOD: K the hon, member were truthful he
would tell you about letters sent to him about the dissatis=
faction of the running of the routes, letters which he has
not answered up to now,

Mr, COWARD: On a point of order, Mr, Deputy Speaker,
I am saying that the hon, member is lying; (ASIDES)he is a
stranger to the truth, He has told me that he was going to
bring down this Resolution to this House because a particu=
lar lady wrote him and he has not yet answered,

At this stage, it now being 4.30 p.m. of the clock,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER:; It is now 4.30 p,m, of the
clock and the time for the consideration of Private Mem=~
bers® Business has come to an end, The House will now
proceed to the consideration of Government Business,

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day
under Government Business stands in the name of the Hon,
Minister of Development, Trade, Industry and Labour:=To
move the third reading of a Bill further to amend the Bank
Holidays Act, 1905, I observe that the Hon, Minister is not
now in his place,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I rise to ask
leave to take OrderNo.aastheﬁrstOrderoftheDay
under Government Business.

Mr. DEPUT Y SPEAKER: The Hon,. Minister is asking
leave to take Order No, 3 asthe first Order of the Day un=
der Government Business, If there is no objection, leave
will be granted the tlon, Minister. [ | frer a Puuse. ).There
being no objection, leave is granted the Hor, Minister.

RESOLUTION TO SANCTION T :E CUSTOMS (PE-
TROLEUM PRODUCTS BULK STORAGE)
(AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS

Hon, J. C, TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I am asking
leave to take charge of this Order in the abseice of the
Hon, Minister of Development, Trade, Industry and Labour
who is not now in his place,

There ‘Feing no objection, leave was wranted the
il ’ ~

don Minister

Mr, DEPUT Y SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day un=
der Government Business isto move the passing of a Res-
lution to sanction the Regulations entitled ‘‘Custon:s
Petroleum Bulk Storage (Amendment) Regulations, 1961°",
made by the Governor=in-Executive Committee on the 10t1:
November, 1961, under the provisions of section 2 of the
Customs Tariff Act, 1921,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, in some mea-
sure hon, members are familiar with this Resolution, You
may remember that it was passed, I believe, a month ago,
but, unfortunately, on that occasion it was pointed out to Mr,
Speaker that the Regulations which are ancilliary to the
Resolution had not then been laid and therefore the Iouse
had acted a little hastily in passing the Resolution without
first having the Regulations laid, Consequently, that irre-
gularity would be removed when the Regulations are laid
and the Resolution re=introduced,

The Regulations have now been laid and the Resolution
is now being re-introduced, As you will see, Sir, this Reso=
lution is a Resolution which asks this llouse to sanction
certain Regulations which have been made by the Governor -
in=Executive Committee on the 10th November, 1961, to
deal with the petroleumn products bulk storage, The House
is certainly aware of the fact that under the Customs
(Amendment) Regulations of 1955 which deal with the simi=
lar matter of petroleum products bulk storage, provisio.i
has already been made for the storage of petroleum pro-
ducts at Spring Garden and Mount Ararat, What has occa=
sioned this new Resolution is the fact that in so far as
Marine fuel and bunkering facilities at the Deep Water Har=
bour Site are concerned, there are no Regulations to cover
them; that is why these Regulations have been introduced
and that is why this Resolution is now before the House.
With the coming into operation of the Deep Water Harbour,
permission has been given by negotiating an Agreement to
one of the oil companies operating in Barbados to bunker
ships and the ships, of course, call at the Bridgetown Har-
bour and Carlisle Bay. This Resolution before us now seeks
to give legal sanction to prescribing the conditions under
which the bulk storage of petroleum products should be car=
ried on in so far as marine fuel is concerned,

This Agreement has been made between the Governor=
in-Executive Committee and Esso Standard Oil Company
Ltd. One relative part of the Agreement would be interest=
ing to the House, and that is Article 5 (a) of the bunkering
Agreement which provides that the Government shall exe=-
cute and do all such further instruments, acts and things
including the introduction of legislation and the making of
Regulations and subsidiary legislation as may be necessary
or proper to give full effect to the Agreement, Hence this
Resolution is before the House,

I should also like to remind hon, members that these
Regulations are more up~-to-date than the previous Regu-
lations of 1955 because they take into account the new con=
ditions arising out of the construction and operation of the
Bridgetown Harbour, Therefore the amendments include
such provision as including **Holborn = St, Michael® in the
Schedule as a bulk storage installation and the permission
for marine fuel to be delivered from any storage tank and
also to treat marine fuelin the same way as aviation spirit,
Provision is made to treat marine fuelasa bunkering pro-
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duct and so exempt it from customs duty since it does not
enter into local consumption, The new Regulations, as hon,
members are aware, fix a reduction to cover loss from
evaporation or leakage or any loss of delivery from the
bunkering facilities to the ship.

4,35 p.in.

I thought hon, members would like to have had that
additional information, because the Addendum, I must ad=~
mit, is very scant in explanatory matter, If there are any
other aspects of it about which hon, members feel uncer=-
tain, I am sure that I would try to help thein as much as [
can in the absence of the Hon. Minister of Development,
Trade, Industry and Labour,

1 therefore now beg to mowe that this Resolution do
now pass,

Hon, C. E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Deputy Speaker, 1 am very pleased
to see the very able and gracious manner in which the Hon,
Minister dealt with this matter and the full explanation he
gave, I had expressed some views on this matter on the
last occasion it was brought here, and an explanation was
given, I do not {ntend on thisoccasionto go over that part,
but I would just like to draw something to the Minister’'s
attention and to the attention of the Government in a general
way, not in a specific way o jpterfere with this Resolution =
on the question of bunkering and also on the location of the
unkering facilities,

As the hon, member is aware, we have new bunkering
facilities and bulk storage facilities in Fontabelle where
Holborn was once located, I have been looking at that mat=-
ter, and although [ bhelieve all the expertshave approved of
its safety so far as fire and the like are concerned, yet as
a layman I would still like todrawte the Government'’s at=
tention that that logationis in a residential area, Some peo=
ple do not like to be removed from danger, but it still ap-
pears to me that an area of land even wider that the one that
at present surrounds the Esso Bunkering at i{elborn should
be bought by the Company,

I do not think that the Hon, Minister of Communications,

Works, Heusing and Tourism would like to be uprooted very

easily, but there are other residents in Thomas Gap and
other areas in Westbury Road who would not like to be re~
moved, though there are some people who used to live near
Westbury Cemetery who had to be removed eventually to
provide more space for the burial of the dead, My own
observation is thatthatis a crowded area, and I do not know
what the aihorities would ever say = we hope it would not
happen = if anything happened there, because the residents
in that area seem tobg just a stone’s throw away from these
tanks, '

From what 1 have seen in other couniFigs, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, usually when you see that type of operatien, it is
extremely far from any residential area, and the possibilisy
of a fire stretching to houses is something in which you
would have to use more than the imagination, I would also
like the Hon, Minister and the Governmentto bear in mind
that there are not enough facilitles and precautions in Bar=
bados for those trucks which travel with petroleum, I am
sure the Minister will remember that in the United States
of America one of those trucks collided with another truck
and nearly killed everybody inits vicinity because it caught
afire, I have seen too many of these trucks being driven
about at night, and there are not enough lights and signals
on them to indicate that they are dangerous vehicles on the
road and to look out, There are not enough red lights and
yelow lights on them, In the Unitgd Stajgs of America and
in big countries this type of vehick dees not travel with
petroleum and just pass you like that, ‘

Mr, Deputy Speaker, Isay that todrawto the Minister's
attention the elements of danger, because in this Island
something has gone unnoticed maybe because the personis
not a high personality or a person of any known name, In
the constituency of the Hon, Minister of Education, only
about three months ago, one of the most careless things took
place, A boy was killed in a triple, something that should

-

never have taken place with anybody wiho knows anything
about a factory, The parents might have accepted workmen's
compensation, but we in the Trade Union feelthat an action
should have been brought for damages against that factory,
No boy has a rightto be boiled in a triple, Similarly nobody
should fall into a2 manhole without somebody knowing he is
there, .. very serigus accident has taken place in which a
man has been killed, and that has gone unnoticed,

I say that, Mr. Deputy 8pagker, because there are o
many careless accidents taking place here. There are not
enough safety precautions and people take life for granted, It
is true that in a place with a population like Barbados, you
do not miss one, and sometimes you feelthat that is a way
of relieving some of the pressureonthis side of the planet.
1 would like the Minister toknow thatl have no objection to
the Resolution, because the Resolution in itself is a matter
which is necessary, but 1 thought 1 should take this oppor-
funity to draw these things to the Government's attention,
Maybe they are considering them, but as 1 said, it does
se8m to me that unlike at Spring Gardens whick is out of
danger and the Rum Refinery, the bulk installation at Fonta=~
belle which is adjasent to Richmond Gap, Pounders Gap and
the surrounding areas can be a bit dangerous, and I hope
all the authorities are aware of that, These Companies are
not averse from making safety regulations, and sometimes
they are the leaders in safety measures,

With regard to the petroleum trucks, I would pay com=
pliment to the drivers here, because 1 think the incidence
of accidents among drivers of that type of vehicle is ex~
tremely low, butitis stillaquestionof taking the maxiinium
precautions and safety measures, because you never know
what dangers there may be, There are more children o1 the
stragis these days, and I would like 10 see the maximum
safety measures provided in all of our public utility ser-
vices.,

Hon, J, C. TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, the hon, mesri=
ber may rest assured that his remarks will be noted in the
proper quarter, and I give him the undertaking that I shall
draw to the attention of the Hon, Minister, when he returns,
the substance of the contribution just made by the hon,
senior member for St, Peter,

I think [ gyght to say, however, with my slight under=~
standing of the matter, that the oilwhichis stored in these
tanks is not of a very highly inflammable nature, That of
course is no reason why the necessary precautions ought not
to be taken against fire, bursting or anything like that, but
I understand that the incidence of fire or explosion from
combustion would not be as great as in the case of oil
with a more highly inflammable gravity. Apart from that,
there is another important aspect of the matter, The argu=
ment for safety precautions at all of these installations
must always be taken seriously, because one hopes that
these enterprises will expand in time,

4,45 p.m,

And, if for instance, as we are all looking forward with
some pleasure at the manufacture of kerosene and other
products here, then these future enterprises will be pro=
perly stationed in that area too and consequently the neces=
sity for establishing this control with that developmen: be=
comes perhaps even more necessary now so that no harm
will be done by looking carefully at this matter of pro~
tection of human beings in areas where these installations
are to be put,

Speaking personally, lhad grave doubts and misgivings,
being a near resident of that area, about the wisdom of per=
mitting these installations where they are now; but I
have since come to understand that every possible reason~
able precaution has been taken so that the danger of fire
is not likely, thoughof courseitis as ever present there as
it can be anywhere else, However, it is not as likely as it
would be if the materials stored at this place were of a
more inflammable nature, However, [ have every reasonto
believe that the owners would take further precautions if
in the view of the Government it was deemed desirable,

In respect to the trucks which convey petroleum pro-
ducts along the streets, I should certainly ask Government

—————
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to take cognizance of the suggestions made by the hon,
member. That certainly is a case where you cannot be too
careful because an accident onthe road is possible, We are
aware of what would be the consequences if one of these
trucks were to collide either with a building or another
vehicle with the resulting consequences; so that the con=
cern which the hon, member feels about this matter would
be shared by the members of the public and certainly are
shared by this Government,

The question that the Resolution do now pass was

put and resolved in the affirmative without division.

END OF GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, it is not my
desire to proceed with Orders Nos,1&2 in the absence of
the substantive Ministers and therefore, this closes Gov=
ernment Business for the Day.

THE ADJOURNMENT

The Order Paper having been fixed,

Mr, HUSBANDS: Mr, Deputy Speaker, on apointof or=
der, I have heard that an answer has come down today from
the Appropriate Minister in respect of Question No, 8/1962
which Iasked. 1did nothave the opportunity of hearing a re-
ply and I am asking the Hon, Minister to give me the privi-
lege of getting the reply to this question.

Hon. J. C, TUDOR: I suggest that these notices of re=
plies should be treated as customary; thatisto say, that the
hon, member would be given the opportunity to put the ques=
tion and then the answer will be given, Although replies are
ready, they are treated as not yet being answered, Next
week the hon, member will have the opportunity of asking
the question and then the replies would be heard,

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I would like to
move that Order No, 18 standing in my name under Private
Members® Business be made Order No, 2, This is a very

important matter and Ihopethat the report would be printed
by that timne so that it should be dealt with as soon as possi~
ble,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have con«
sulted the hon, junior member for the City, the hon, junior
member for St. George, the hon, senior member for St,
Peter as well as my colleagues on this side of the House
and there is the unanimous desire that we should assemble
next Tuesday at 12 o'clock noon, Therefore, I move that
this House do now adjourn until next Tuesday, 5th June,
1962 at 12 o’clock noon,

Before 1sit, Ishould like on behalf of the hon, members
on this side of the House to ask Your Honour to convey to
His Honour the Speaker our anxiety at the news that he has
sustained an accident and our best wishesfor a speedy and
complete recovery, We shall also follow his progress with
great interest,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: 1 beg 10 second that,

Mr, LYNCH: Mr, Deputy Speaker, on behalf of the Par=
ty which 1 represent 1 wish that you would convey to His
Honour the Speaker the deep concern which we also feel at
the news of the accident which he sustained and our earnest
wishes for his speedy and complete recovery,

Mr, MILLER: Mr, Deputy Speaker, on behalf of hon,
members of myParty, Iwishto convey the same wishes for
the speedy and complete recovery of His Honour the Speaker
from the accident which he sustained,

The gquestion that the House do now adjoumn until
Tuesday, 5th June, 1962 at 12 o'clock (noon), was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division, and
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourmed the House accord-
ingly.

4,55 pam.

———





