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Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly 
met at  2.30 o'clock p.m. today. 

His Honour J. E. T. BRANCKER, Q.C., (Speaker); 

Mr. L. E. SMITH, J.P.; Hon. C. E. TALMA, (Minister of 
Agriculture, Lands ~d Fisheries); Hon. J. C. TUDOR, 

M.A., (Minister o f  Education); Mr. J. W. COR BIN; Hon. 

G. G. FERGUSSON, (Minister of Communications, Works 
and Housing); Mr. W. R .  COWARD; Mr. R St.C. WEEKES, 

J.P.; Mr. W. R. LOVE; His Honour E. L. CARMICHAEL, * 
J.P.; (Deputy Speaker); Mr. G V. MTSON, (Chairman of 

Committees); Mr. N. W .  BOXILL and Hon. A. DaC. 

EDWARDS, (Minister of Social Services). 

Prayers were read. 

Hon. W. A. CR4WFORD and Mr. F. C. GODDARD 
entered the House and took their seats.  

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have the honour toinform the House 
that the Wnutes  of the last meeting a r e  not yet ready fo 
confirmation. 

SESSION 

? 

r 

PAPERS LAID 

1962 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 a m  com- 
manded to lay an Agreement between the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee and Moffett Industries Limited 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

Hon. W. A. CRAW FORD: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 
-+l . Hon. Premier ,  I beg to give notice of the following:- 

Resolution to authorise the advance of a sum not ex- 
ceeding $250,000 f o r  the purpose of making advances of 
salary o r  wages to persons in the employ of the Govern- 
ment. 

A Bill further to  amend the Rum Duty Act, 1906-6. 

In c o ~ e c t i o n  wlth this Bill,I shouldlike to  give notice 
of my lntentlon to deal with it i n  a l l  i t s  s tages la ter  in  the 

rrl - * by. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give 
notice of a Bill further to  amendtheTranrport  Board Act, 
1955. 

REPLY TO QUESIlON 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give 
notice that the Oral  Reply to  Parliamentary Question No. 
48/1962 asked by the hon. junior member fo r  St. Thomas 
on the 29th May, 1962, is now ready. 

QUEsnON 

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give notice of the 
following Question:- 

T o  enquire of the Appropriate Min is ten  

Will Government cause a shed to be erectedat  the bus 
stop a t  Edghill Corner, St. Thomas. f o r t h e  convenience of 
the residents a t  Melrose and Edghill, i n  the said parish? 
2.40 p.m. 

Mr. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, I beg t o  give notice of the 
following Resolution:- 

BE I T  RESOLVED that this House requesttheGovern- 
ment to investigate the circumstances surrounding the 
employment, conditions of work, incidence of pay and dis- 
charged of the Barbadian Seamen who joined the S. S. 
Catalina a t  New Orleans, Louisana, U.S.A. on 10thDecem- 
ber, 1961 and who were discharged a t t h e  Bahamas lslands 
approximately three months afterwards. 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, l beg to move 
that the Bill fur ther  to  amend the Rum Duty Act, 1906, be 
now read a f i rs t  time. 

Hon. C E. TALMA: 1 beg t o  second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move 
that the Bill fur ther  to  amend the Transport  Board Act, 
1955, be now read a f i r s t  time. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: 1 beg t o  second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I t  is now Qua6tion T i m e  and we pro- 
ceed from page l on the Order  Paper  a 8  this  meeting be- 
gins a t  the perlod of Qucrtlon Time. There were three 
matters  left over  a s  hon. member8 were  not In their  
placer. 



Question No. 13 stands in  the name of the hon. junior 
member for St. Peter.  

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Speaker, the Question reads a s  
follows:- 

T o  enquire of the Minister of Communications, Works 
and Housing:- 

I S  Government aware of the damage caused to agri- 
cultural lands and to the property of residentsin Speights- 
town during heavy rainfall periodically flooding the Salt 
Pond in Speightstown? 

2. I s  Government aware of the nuisance caused to 
residents in Speightstown by odours caused by rotting 
debris and rubbish in the Salt Pond in Speightstown? 

3. I s  Government aware that the appropriateMinisterof 
the previous Government made an investigationwitha view 
to the preparation of an estimate of the cost of the canali- 
zation of the Salt Pond? 

4. Will Government facilitate the interests  of these resi- 
dents by implementing a scheme of canalizing the Salt Pond 
Area? 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, the Reply is a s  
follows:- 

" 1. Yes. Sir. 

2. Yes, Sir. 

3. There  is no record i n  my Ministry of any such investi- 
tation. 

4. The  problem of drainage is island-wide, and so  f a r  a s  
the Speightstown a r e a  is concerned. i t  will, a s  in  the case 
of other areas, be fully investigated and, a s  f a r  a s  possi- 
ble, remedied. Meanwhile theNorthern District Council has 
been asked, and has undertaken, to keepthe Salt Pond free 
of a l l  decaying vegetation and debris, and the Department of 
Highways and Transport  will continue to render  assistance 
a s  occasion requires." 

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Speaker, a s  a supplementary 
question to answer No. 3, will the Minister tell  the House 
i f  he got the answer to  Question No. 3 wi~hout  the aid of 
the present Director of Highways and ~ r a n s p o r t 7  

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, the answer to 
No. 3 was a s  follows:- 

"There is no record in  my Ministry of any such in- 
vestigation." 

Mr. HUSBANDS: Sir, 1 did not ask  the Minister to  
repeat the answer. ~y subsidiary question was a means 
of discovering the answer to No. 3.1 do not know if the 
Minister heard me correctly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the hon. member repeat his s u p  
plementary question? 

Mr. HUSBANDS: Did the Minister glean his  answer to 
No. 3 without invoking assistance from the present 
Director of Highways and Transport? 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. S p k e r ,  if any directions 
were issued o r  any investigation carr ied out on behalf of 
any Government, records should be shown on f i les  in  the 
Ministry, and I said there a r e  no recordswhatsoever in  my 
Ministry. 

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Speaker, does the Minister know 
of any preparation of a n  estimate being made in this 
connection7 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, hadany estimate 
been made, it  would have been, according to Government 
practice, recorded i n  the Ministry; and if there was any 

record found giving an esdmate, then I would have had no 
reason to say that there is no record in  this  Ministry of 
any such investigation. 

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Speaker, I now give formal notice 
that i t  is my intention to debate this question on another 
occasion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question No. 53 stands in the name 
of the hon. junior member for  Bridgetownwhois on leave. 
I will allow this Question to stand over until the f i rs t  
meeting after he resumes his duties a s  a member of this 
Chamber. 

Question No. 55/1962 stands in  the name of the hon. 
senior member fo r  St. joseph. 

Mr. COWARD: Mr. Speaker. the Question reads a s  
follow S: - 

I s  Government aware of the unsatisfactory conditions 
of drainage existing around Kellman's Pond at  Sugar Hill 
in the parish of Saint joseph? 

2. If the answer is yes, will Gobernment issue a 
directive to the proper authority to have the said condi- 
tions remedied? 
2.50 p.m. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Oral Reply to Question No. 
55/1962, asked by the hon. senior member for  .St. joseph 
on 26th june, 1962, reads a s  follows:- 

1. Yes. Sir. 

2. Kellman's Pond, which is situated on private property 
is the responsibility of the Northern District Council who 
have reported that they a r e  endeavouring to rectify the 
condition. 

Mr. COWARD. Mr. Speaker, 1 would like to know from 
the Hon. Minister when i t  was reported to the Northern 
Mstr ict  Council. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, on my files there 
is a letter dated 15th june, signed by Mr. David A. Foster, 
Clerk of the Northern Mstr ict  Council. 

Mr. COWARD: Mr. Speaker, 1 would like to ask leave 
to debate this matter  a t  a la ter  date. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, a s  a supplementary to that 
question, relative to what the Hon. Minister has  just said, 
1 would like him just to say when it  came from Mr. David 
Foster  because he was out of the country fo r  quite a long 
time. I would like to know more about this matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you put your question more pre- 
cisely 7 

Mr. SMITH: Will theHon. Minister of Communfcations 
be prepared and willAng to read that le t ter  f rom Mr. David 
A. Foster? 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: The information in this le t ter  
is embodied in theanswerwhichl have just given and which 
i have already indicated to the hon. senior member f o r  St. T 
joseph. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, that is not good enough. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Of course, notice has already been 
given by the hon. senior memberfor St. Joseph that he pro- 
posed to deal with the m a n e r a t a  la ter  date. Then, a l l  non. 
members  would have the opportunity to  participate in  the 
debate. 

SURINAM ROAD, S. JOSEPH 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question No. 74 standing in the name 
of the hon. senior member f o r  S. joseph. 



Mr. COWARD: Toenquire of the Appropriate Ministee- 

I s  Government aware of the conditionof the rood known 
as 'Surinam Rood', in the parish of St. Joseph? 

2. If the answer is in the affirmative, will Government 
seek to have this road repaired a s  soon a s  conveniently 
possible? 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, Oral Reply to 
Parliamentary Question No. 741962 asked by the hon. 
senior member for St. Joseph on the 28th August, 1%2, 
reads a s  follows:- 

1. Yes, Sir. 

2. Normal maintenance has been done on this road but due 
to i t s  conclition i t  is proposed to resurface this roadduring 
the financial year, 1963-64. 

Mr. COWARD: 1 must thank the Hon. Minister on this 
occasion for this reply. 

CHARGES FOR LAYING WATER SERVICES 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question No. 48 standing in the name 
of the hon. junior member for St. Thomas. 

Mr. BOXILL: To enquire of the Appropriate Ministec- 

I s  the Minister of Communications, Works, Housing and 
Tourism aware of the fact that Highways and Transport, 
who formerly charged the Waterworks 30 centsper square 
foot for road repairs after laying of water services is now 
charglng the Waterworks $1.50 per square foot? 

2. I s  the Minister aware that this extra burden has been 
placed on the unfortunate consumer7 

3. If the answer is in the affirmative, will the Minister 
state why? If not, will the Minister please investigate this 
sore spot immediately7 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, the reply to 
Parliamentary Question No. 48/1%2, asked by the hon. 
junior member for St. Thomas on 29th May, 1962, is a s  
follow S: 

l. No, Sir. The charge prior to the new rate of $1.50 
per square foot was 36 cents per square foot. 

2. Yes, Sir. This is in accordance with the Waterworks 
Act, 1895, section 32 of which provides that the owner 
o r  occupier wishing to have water installed in his pre- 
mises by the Waterworks Department shall first deposit 
with that Department such sum a s  the Department shall 
determine. 

The amounts of the deposit depends in part, however, 
on the cost a s  determined by the Department of Highways 
and Transport of reinstating the highway in which the pipe 
is laid. 

As a result of certain representations made to the 
Minister and in order to verify whetherthe figure of $1.50 
per square foot imposed by the Department of Highways 
and Transport was fair and reasonable, a check of the actual 
cost of re-instatementwas carriedoutin August, 1962, inthe 
Northern, Southern and City Districts of the Department of 
Highways andTransport. The check, which was based on the 
flnal size of the reinstatement, revealed that i t  costs 80 
cents per square foot for reinstating tracts  of 25 feet and 
over in a l l  a reas  and an average of $1.20 per square foot 
for reinstating patches o r  small areas. 

I t  has been decided therefore to charge a t  the rate of 
$1.20 per square foot for small reinstotements for the 
Watemorka Department. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There a r c  no other answer8 forth- 
coming. 
3.00 pm.  

00RRECIlON IN SCHEDULE OF RESOLUI'ION 

Hon. J. C TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, before you proceed 
with the consideration of P r i v a t e ~ e m b e r s '  Business, there 
is something to which 1 would like to draw Your   on our's 
attention. On the 30th November, 1962, this House, in 
Committee of Supply, passed a Money Resolution for the 
sum of $92,528. I t s  passing has been attested by Your 
Honour's signature on a copy of the Resolution, but, un- 
fortunately, by a printer's e r ro r  in the Schedule attached 
to the Resolution, under Head 2 there appears "ltem 2, 
Clerical Assistance", whereas in truth andin fact, if Your 
Honour were to consult the Current Estimates on page 3 
Head 2 "Service Commissions", Your Honourwill see that 
"Clerical Assistance" is found next to ltem 10. In other 
respects, the figures on the Schedule to the Resolution tally 
with the figures a s  laid down in the Estimates. 

1 rise to draw Your Honour'sattentiontothe fact that 
the discrepancy a s  between Item 2 and ltem 10 is due en- 
drely to a printer's error.  On behalf of the Executive Com- 
mittee 1 wish to Certify that the Executive Committee in- 
tended that ltem 10 was to be supplementedlf Your Honour 
accepts my assurance, perhaps you might like to place 
your own initials after making the necessary correction 
in Your   on our's own hand. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I accept theHon.Ministerlsassurance 
and 1 will mention that the clerical e r r o r  has already been 
drawn to my attention. 1 am prepared to affix my initials 
to the correction. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: As Your Honour pleases. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSNESS 

ORDERS POSTPONED 

Mr. SPEAKEIZ: Proceeding to the consideration of 
Private Members' Business, the f irst  Order of the Day 
under this Head stands in the name of the hon. junior 
member for St. Joseph:- To resume debate on a Resolu- 
tion relative to the increased cost to peasants of the har- 
vestlng of their crops and assistance to such peasants 
with payments from the Price Stabilisadon Fund. I t  will 
be recalled that it wasdecidedonthelast occasion to post- 
pone that matter in view of the deliberations of the Sugar 
Enquiry under the Farley Commission which was sitting 
and which has not yet completed i t s  labours. 1 take it thae 
the hon. junior member for S. Joseph has no desire a t  this 
stage of the deliberations of the Sugar Enquiry, to seek 
to continue the discussion of this item standing in his 
name. 

Mr. SMITH: No, Mr. Speaker;l will await the report of 
the Commission. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Accordingly, leave is grantedthe hon. 
member for the matter to standover until the report of the 
Sugar Enquiry Commission has been laid. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in 
the name of the hon. senior member for St. George:- To 
move the third reading of a Bill to authorise the sale of 
certain lands a t  St. George's Rectory, St. George. 

Mr. LOWE: Mr. Speaker,I am yetawaitingthe dedsion 
of the Cabinet before the Report of the Select Committee, 
which is considering this Bill, can be presented 

Mr. SPEAKER: Therefore the hon. memberis  unable to 
proceed with this Order standing in his name. 

REGISTRATION (BIRTH$ BAPTISMS, MARRIAGES 
AND BURIALS) (AMENDMENT) BILL 

Mr. CARMIQIAEL: Mr. Speaker, I am asking leave 
that Order No. 9 be taken a s  the next Order of the Day. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, allhon. members 
in whose names the Orders between Nos. 2 and 9 stand 
a r e  not in their places. 



There being no objection, leave  was granted the hon. 

member to proceed with Order No. 9 .  

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order  of the Day therefore 
stands in the name of the hon. senior member fo r  St. 
J a m e x -  T o  move the second reading of a Bill to amend the 
Registration (Births, Baptisms, Marriages and Burials) 
Act, 1891. 

Mr. C A W B I A E L :  Mr. Speaker, this Bill is a very 
simple one. 1 thmk i t  is non-controversial and hon. mem- 
b e r s  will clearly see  the purpose of t N s  Bill. The original 
Act of 1891 was passed, 1 may say, before any hon. mem- 
ber  of this House had seen the sun, and since that time 
several Police Stations have been erected andthe commu- 
nity has grown up in suchaway that the Act of 1891 is in- 
consistent and somewhat anomalous. I t  is anomalous in that 
in respect of persons whose births take place in  St. James, 
people have to take the tortuousway to go up to St. Thomas 
Police Station CO have those births registered. when i t  is 
more convenient, reasonable and logical for  them to go to 
the Holetown P o k e  Station which does quite a lot of work 
and probably more than that done a t  St. Thomas, to have 
these births registered. If anything occurs in  St. James you 
should report it  to the Police Station a t  Holetown, whether 
it be a birth, death, accident o r  the like. I t  may be said 
that the Holetown Police Station might not have been in 
existence when the Act was passed, and even i f  i t  were in 
existence, i t  could not cope with a matter  of this sort. The 
change which I am suggesting in this Bill does not call for 
any more  work, expense o r  any appreciable preparationin 
order  to accommodate such a change. I am quite certain 
that hon. members  would not hesitate in giving support 
to the second reading of this Bill. I therefore beg to move 
thar  his Bill be now read a second time. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: i beg to second that. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, in reading through this Bill 
1 do nor know if there a r e  any other parishes in  which the 
same thing is done a s  what is happening in St. James; that 
is to say, 1 do not know if people have to leave their parish 
to go to another parish in  o rder to  do this kind of registra- 
tion. I do not know how the matter  stands i n  the parish of 
St. Lucy, for instance. The parish of St. Lucy also has a 
Police Sub-station and, a s  I say, I do not know if any other 
parishes a r e  in  the same position a s  the parish of St. 
James. It  wodd  be a good idea, now that we a r e  dealing 
with this Bill i f  an amendment could be made to deal with 
other parishes a s  well. As f a r  a s  the parish of St. Andrew 
is concerned, registration is done a t  BelleplaineSuhtation 
just a s  i t  is done a t  District "F" Police Station. 
3.10 p.m. 

As f a r  a s  St. Joseph is concerned, 1 think they would 
be registered at  Belleplaine o r  Mstr ict"Fe ' . l  do not know 
about parishes like St. John and S. Peter.  1 do not know if 
any of the other parishes have to do likewise, nor  do I know 
bf hon. members know of anything existing in  their  parishes, 
because i t  is hard having to travel so  f a r  to have these 
k a t h s  and s o  on record when they can be done much 
n e a r e r  o r  in  the same parish. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That matter  may well be consideredand 
it  is a useful mattertobrlngforwardwhen the Select Com- 
mittee considers it. 

The question that this B i l l  be now read a second time 

was put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER I now invite the following hon. members  
to  serve on the Select Committee toconsiderthis Bill: the 
Hon. and Learned member fo r  St. James; the hon. senior 
member f o r  St. George; the hon. junior member for  S. 
Thomas; the hon. senior and junior members  f o r  St. Joseph; 
and the hon. junior member forSt. Michaelwho is the Hon. 
Minister of Communications, Works and Housing. 

The  next Order  of the Day stands in  the nzme of the 
hon. junior member f o r  St. John who is not i n  N s  place, 
O r d e r  No. l l stands i n  the name of the hon. junior member 

fo r  St. George who is absent, and Order  No. 12 stands in 
the name of the hon. junior member f o r  St. John who is 
absent. Order  No. 13 stands in  the name of the hon, senior 
member for  St. Michael. 

Hon. W. A CRAW FORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 am asking 
leave to go back to Order  No. 3 to be debated by the hon. 
senior member fo r  St. P e t e r  who unfortunatelyisnot here 
right now. We will continue debate on that, which a s  your  
Honour will recall, was the last  matter  dealt with during 
this time a t  our last  meeting. I have sent to  cal l  the hon. 
member who, 1 think, is on the premises. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The position is that the hon. member 
is not yet on the premises and 1 have called the Order  
standing in the name of the hon. senior member f o r  St, 
Michael tomove the passing of a Resolution re the operation 
of the Widows and Orphans Pension Scheme. 

Mr. SEALEY: Mr. Speaker, in moving the passing of 
this Resolution re the operation of the Widow sand  Orphans 
Pension Scheme, 1 should like to draw your attention to 
certain facts concerning the revenue andexpenditure of the 
Widows and Orphans Pension Scheme over the last five 
years  1957 to 1962. From figures available, Sir, you will 
see  that over $1/2 million have been collectedfrom public 
officers and paid into revenue. Over the same five years  
only $39,000 have been paid out in any pension oranything 
whatsoever for  the benefit of these public officers. This, 
Sir, is bringing about g ross  dissatisfaction among public 
officers. 1 will give you the revenue andexpenditure figures 
for  each year  from 1957 to 1962. In the year  1957-58, 
$87,717 were paid into revenue and expenditure was $5,070. 
In 1958-59 $93,039 were paid into revenue andexpenditure 
was $6,150. In 1959-60 $102,774 were paidinto revenue and 
expenditure was $8,500. In 1960-61 $109,892 were paidinto 
revenue and expenditure was $9,493; and in 1961-62 
$110,000 were paid into revenue and expenditure was 
$10,000. 

Mr. Speaker, in  fairness  to these public officers, I 
should like to ask that the following Resolution be adopted 
and implemented by the Government of thisIsland.lt reads 
a s  follows:- 

"WHEREAS grave dissatisfaction exis ts  among Civil 
Servants over the operation of the Widows and Orphans 
Pension Scheme and the meagre benefits derived therefrom; 

BE I T  RESOLVED that Government take immediate 
steps to ca r ry  out a full investigation of the operation of 
this scheme with a view to the immediate setting up of - 

1. A Medical Aid and Surgical Scheme f o r  contributors 
and their dependents; and 

2. The setting up ofa  revolvingfund from which......" 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 amafraidthe hon. member is depart- 
ing somewhat from the t e r m s  of the Resolution even if not 
from the spirit, but very definitely from i t s  letter. 

Mr. SEALEY: 1 am sorry, Slr, The second paragraph 
should read a s  follows:- 

"BE IT RESOLVED that Government take steps to car-  
r y  out a thorough investigationinto the operation of the said 
Scheme and if possible have i t s  scope of operation extended 
to include:- 

(a) a Medical Aid Scheme to contributors and/or their  
dependents; 

(b) a Scheme further to ass i s t  contributors and/or 
their dependents in the  construction o r  purchase of homes." 

l beg to move this Resolution be now passed. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, i n  supporting the hon. 
senior member f o r  St. Michael on this Resolution, f o r  a 
Long time Civil Servants in  this Island have been dissatis- 
Xed from time to t ime over being called upon to c o n t r i b w  



such a large percentage of their  sa la r ies to th i s  Fundwhen 
such a small percentage over  the period h a s  been p i d  out 
i n  benefits to  their  widows and orphans. 
3.20 p m .  

I t  is true when people pay intoa Penslon Fund such a s  
this, they hope that their  family will not be beneficiaries 
themselves, because they hope they willlive longenough to 
make provision for  theirwives and that their children would 
have grown up long post the age. Butit is the case  of when 
Civil Servants a t  a n  ear ly age of their life pass  on and these 
c a s e s  a r e  thrown to public view. 

1 thlnk the contribution is 4% of their salary, and over 
the years  the large sum of $I /2  million has accrued to this 
fund: and they now feel e i ther  that the percentage which they 
a r e  called on to contribute should be reduced o r  e l se  the 
fund spent in some other  manner more realistic to their 
contributions. 

I t  is not f o r  us to  make ad hoc decisions on such a 
scheme, but 1 do think the attention of Governments has  
been drawn to i t  long enough and this Government should 
investigate properly what should be done for  the future. 
The hon. senior member fo r  St. Michael somewhat departed 
from what I think is the creation of the fund and now is 
talking about assistance in  a housing scheme. Speaklng 
personally, that may not be the correct  measure. I t  was 
created to  ass i s t  Widows andorphansandthe t e r m s  should 
be adhered to a s  much a s  possible, buta proper investiga- 
tion in  the right quarter should produce some answer which 
should be satisfactory to Civil Servants thereby putting this 
money to a better use. I t  is not fo r  us  to make ad hoc de- 
cisions in  here and say what should be done; but what we do 
say is that aninvestigation should take place, and something 
along the lines of what the Civil Service Association has 
been talking over a periodof years  should be done. F o r  that 
reason 1 support the Resolution a s  i t  stands. 

Mr. HUSBANDS' Mr. Speaker, the hon. member who 
has just sa t  down made several references to  the fact that 
it has  been aired about fo r  a long time - I purposely used 
the words "aired about" - that members  of the Civil 
Service have from t ime to t ime been hinting a t  this griev- 
ance but the Civil Service i n  Barbados has  developed a lot 
in  strength and not i n  s tatus  since the inception of thls fund 

Now, Sir, the Barbados Civil Service has an Association 
and by now i t  should be a strong Association. They have 
annual meetings, a n 4  1 believe, annual conferences, and l 
believe that there should be a body of opinion in that As- 
sociation s o  strong, that i t  should be strong enough to bring 
more forcibly to  the attention of any Government in  this 
country the fact that they want to have this fund put on a 
somewhat different business. 

1 would be the last  maninBarbados to say that the Civil 
Servants have not been grousing over this business, but 1 do 
not think that they have beenarticulnte enough about such a 
grievance; and however much hon. members  of this House 
may Sympathise with U v i l  Servants because i t  appears  that 
they pay into this fund a lot of money and get nothing out of 
it, hon. members  must remember that here i n  this con- 
nection they a r e  now dealing wlth a certain element in  the 
Commudty which is well educated which h a s  now found 
themselves i n  a strong Assoclation, and there is no reason 
why they i n  theirAssociatloncannotmakea step big enough 
to do something positive in  the sense f o r  themselves. We 
a r e  s t i l l  outside. Mark you. 1 have very close relatives in  
the Ctvil Service, and from the outside I a m  very 
sympathetic if they have a grievance; but I do not think a 
Resolution just drawing this t o  the attention of the Govern- 
ment that this fund is not working in the interest of the 
Clvil Servants is the best thlngto do for  the U v i l  Servants. 
T h e  U v l l  Servfce does not consist of people whose brains 
a r e  worn out; a s  YOU know, the Government usually takes 
the c ream of the people i n  this l sland into the U v i l  Service. 
Do you mean to tell  me  that youcannot find in  the ranks of 
the U v i l  Service a body of oplnion to convince the Govern- 
ment that this fund is now run on antiquated lines? 

I do not think the U v i l  Service Association m a n s  
buainess i n  this matter. That  is my candid oplnion, no mat- 

t e r  how much sympathy 1 have for  the CIvil Servants o r  
how much sympathy tNsHonourable Chamber h a s  f o r  them, 
A s  a matter  of fact. this Resolutionwould be passed: but a s  
i t  goes to the~ove&ment ,  t h e f i r s t t ~ n ~ ~ o v e r n m e n t  would 
have to do is to consult the Civil Service Association - and 
is that animpotent body whichwe a r e  trying to do something 
for? That is not my oplnion. I feel when things get difficult 
enough, when things get bad enough, when the Civil Servants 
feel i t  more fit not to contribute, they themselves will find 
strength enough, courage enough, to tell  Government to  do 
away with this fund o r  to  put i t  on a proper basis. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS' The  hon. senior member fo r  
St. Michael made mention of a medical and surgical insur- 
ance scheme in which part of this money can be pooled. 
3.30 p.m. 

1 have just r isen to inform the hon. member that pre- 
sently the Government is considering the introduction of 
a social security scheme, and a l l  of these things will be 
taken into consideration. In the second place, inasmuch a s  
this is a Civil Service matter  - i n  fact, 1 move that the 
fur ther  consideration of this matter  be postponedinasmuch 
a s  i t  comes under the aegisof theHon. P r e m i e r  who is not 
in  his  place a t  the present moment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the hon. member would 
have to make a motion. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS Mr. Speaker, when 1 was  
making a formal motion you asked m e  if 1 was making a 
motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 did not real ise  that the hon. member 
was making a motion. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: I beg t o  move that the fur ther  
consideration of this Resoludon be postponed inasmuch a s  
the Hon. P r e m i e r  is not now in his place. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that. 

The question that the further consideration of this 

Resolution be postponed was put and resolved i n  the 
affirmative witlrout division. 

RESOLUnON r e  REPORT O F  COMMITTEE ON FARM 
LABOUR PROGRAMME 1N THE UNlTED 

n A T E S  O F  AMERICA 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 am asking 
leave that Order  No. 3 be taken a s  the next Order  of the 
Day. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That Order  stands i n  the name of the 
hon. senior member f o r  St. Peter.ls the hon. member ask- 
ing leave to  proceed with that Order? 

Mr. WALCOTT': Sir, any hon. member  can ask  leave 
t o  do that because 1 a m  not speaking on it yet. 

There being no objection, leave was gmnted the 
Hon. Minister to proceed with the Order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This Order  is to resume debate on a 
Resolution re the R e p o n  of the Committee appointed to re- 
port on the F a r m  Labour Programme i n  the United States 
of America. On the las t  occasion, the Hon. Leader  of the 
House was  speaking when the &Mm ontheResoludon was 
adjourned. The hon. member may, lf he wishes t o  do so, 
continue his  address. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD, 1 So dedre, Sir. Mr. Speaker, 
this mat te r  refers, a s 1  recalledlastTuesday, to  the Report 
of the Committee appointed to repon on the F a r m  Labour 
Programme in the United States of America. A s  1 polnced 
out last Tuedsay,thls Committee was  a p p o h m d a s a  resul t  
of numerous cornplalnts by returning workers  t o  Barbados 
who had left the island t o  go t o  work on American farmr. 
T h e  complpints were  with regard to wages and general con- 
ditlons of w o r k  andeor l le r th i s  year, won .#er we were  



elected to office, we took s teps to investigate the situation 
by appointing a Committee to go on the spot and discove~ 
the justification of these allegations. That Committee com- 
prised the hon. senior member for St. Peterwho is a very 
experienced Leader of labour in the country, and the Per- 
manent Secretary to the Ministry of Labour, Mr. CB. 
Williams. 1 should like to  say that Mr. Williams is a very 
able and experienced officer of the Government. He is at- 
tached to my Ministry, and I have nothing but the highest 
regard for the conscientious manner inwhich he discharges 
his duty and the deep sense of responsibility which he 
brings to bear on a l l  matters  coming before the Ministry. 

These two investigadors signed the Report to whlch 
this Resolution refers. The Report shows that the hon. sen- 
io r  member for St. Pete r  and the Permanent Secretary to  
the Ministry of Labour visited a number of s i tes  where 
these Barbadian workers were employed in the early part 
of this year. They visited the places where these people 
lived, they visited their houses, their kitchens, they inves- 
tigated the kind of food which they got, they looked into the 
general conditions of work and into the general complaints 
which were made by people with regard to the food, the 
P x e s  charged for  meals, thetype of meals  they got, the 
work which they did, and the average earnings during the 
time that these workers were under contract. Thealso in- 
vestigated other conditions of the workers, such a s  medical 
atrendon and transport; they also investigated the relation- 
ship between workers and Liaison Officers, accident and 
sickness benefits and the Report a lso paid proper attention 
to the basic question of recruitment and information. 

Ms. Speaker, this is a rather  comprehensive Report 
indeed a s  one would expect, with a number of recommenda- 
tions fo r  the improvement of the situation.Itwas suggested 
that leaflets should be printed expressing in simple lang- 
uage the main features of the programme andamong other 
things, that the Minister responsible fo r  Labour should, 
whenever h i s  other duties permit, address  each group of 
workers before they leave for the U. S. A. i n  an endeavour 
to  impress  on them the importance of honouring their obli- 
gations and the continuance of the programme to the econo- 
my of the island. The final two paragraphs of the Report 
emphasized the importance to this country of the Farm 
Lahour Programme and urged the advisability of givingthe 
American employer every encouragement to fight to retain 
o x  quotas; they a l so  point out thatwe could only do this by 
sending the American employer men who a r e  willing to  
workhard.1 think that these a r e  sentiments with which a l l  
of us  will be in complete agreement. 

1 said last  Tuesday that the raising of this matter  a t  
this particular time could hardly have been more  appro- 
priate fo r  the simple reason that, a s  we a r e  a l l  aware, 
within recent weeks a considerable proportion of workers 
who left this country for  the Uni tedsa tes  of America under 
contract have xturned. 
3.40 p.m. 

Out of 900 odd who left thelslandunder contract with- 
in the last six weeks, nearly 200 have returned. In compar- 
ison I should like to  point out that during the same period 
no l e s s  than 2,400 Jamaicans have left Jamaica for  s imilar  
work in the United States. g u t  of that, 2,400 only four have 
returned to Jamaica before the completion of their  contract. 
Naturally, Sir, this a most distressing matter  not only to the 
Government, but to  a l l  right thinking Barbadians, because i t  
is common knowledge that the American employers were 
deeply concerned over the high ratio of Barbadianworkers 
who returned without even any effort to fulfil the contract. 
Before most of these men left thelsland, they were told in  
no uncertain t e rms  by'officials of the t a b o u r  Department 
and myself on numerous occasions how important i t  was to 
endeavour to fulfil the contract and not to consider them- 
selves a s  tourists going to the States f o r  a joy-ride a t  the 
expense of the American employers andthe BarbaQsGov- 
emment. 

On several occasions, Sir, 1 went to the Dri l l  Hall, on 
the night before these men were scheduled to embark - o r  
the day before a s  the case  may be - and 1 pointed out that 
the Llaison Staff in  the States woulddo everything possible 

to  ensure that their  conditions of work were satisfactory, 
and a t  the same time we expected them to fulfil their ob- 
ligations. This  high percentage of returnees to Barbados 
has resulted in a ser ious loss  to the country from several 
points of view. In the f i rs t  instance YourHonour will recall 
that through the efforts of the Premier  the quota fo r  Bar- 
bados this year  was raised to 2,000, which is the highest 
quota f o r  a t  least five years. Then, Sir, in  consequence of 
the increasing area of cane brought under cultivation within 
the year  in Florida fo r  the f i rs t  time, my Ministry made 
additional representations to the American Employers' 
Organisation, and when 1 was i n  the States about six weeks 
ago 1 was toldthat i t  had been decided to increase the quota 
fo r  Barbados to 3,000. Mr. Edwards who is Head of the 
Liaison Service in Washington toldme onthe telephone that 
the employers had agreed to increase the Barbados quota 
to  3,000, but that the behaviour of the Barbadian workers 
had been of such a nature that they were completely dis- 
satisfied, and they were only retaining the quota of 2,000 
because both the Amer!can Employers and the officials in  
Washington were quite satisfied that the BarbadosGovern- 
ment, the Ministers and the officials of the Labour Depart- 
ment had done every possible thing in their  power to en- 
sure  that the workers  gave satisfaction. Purely on these 
grounds they will s t i l l  stick to the quota of 2,000, but we 
have lost the extra 1,000; and bearing in mind the number 
of people who really want work and who would really go to 
the States and fulfil their obligations to the contract, this is 
nothing less  than a disaster  to  the colony. 

Apart from that, Sir, when these workers  returnwithin 
a few days o r  a week of entering the States, both the tax- 
payers  of thls country and the American Employers a r e  
themselves involved in the loss  of the i r  transportation 
costs. As a Government, we cannot s i t  down and view with 
equanimity the possibility of frittering away the taxpayers' 
money on people who do not want to  work nor  on the other 
hand a r e  the employers in America going to be satisfied to  
continue to advance money f o r  transport cos t s  for  workers 
who apparently a r e  not prepared to work. 

The posltion of transport is this, Sir: under the t e r m s  
of the contract the workers a r e  required to remain i n  em- 
ployment fo r  normally six months in  the f i r s t  instance. If 
work is provided after, they can remain upto three years. 
The  employer advances a sum equivalent to  the cost  of 
transport of the worker from Jamaica to America, because 
they can get a l l  the Jamaican workers they want, and if we 
want to be included in the scheme, we have got to be satis- 
fled to pay the cost of transport from Barbados to  Jamaica 
and then the employer would pay the differential between 
transportation costs  from Jamaica to  the States. Now the 
employer advances a sum equivalent tothe cost of transport 
from Jamaica to the U. S A.andpays a s imilar  amount in  
respect of repatriation, provided of course the worker has 
satisfactorily executed his part of the contract. The advance 
is recoverable by means of pay roll deductions from the 
worker. The Barbados Government on its part advances the 
difference between the amount advanced by the employer 
and the cost of transporting the worker from Barbados to 
America. As 1 pointed out just now, they can get Jamaican 
workers: and if we want to send ours we must pay the ex- 
t r a  cost from Barbados to Jamaica and the employer will 
pay from Jamaica to the U. S. A. The amount we advance 
is also recoverable by pay roll deductions. Now where the 
worker  has not worked for  enough to cover this expense, 
i t  means, a s  I said ear l ier ,  that both the employer and the * 
Barbados Government become involved i n  finding part o r  
whole, a s  the case may be, of the transportation costs. 
Some of these gentlemen do not work f o r  three days and 
therefore have earned nothing to contribute towards the 
cost  of transportation, and the entire burdenwill fall to the 
Barbados Government and the American employer. Now the 
position is that the losses  incurred by theGovernment and 
the employers within recent years  have been steadily rising. 
3.50 p.m. 

In  1960, we had to write off $5,568 because 94 people 
had broken their  contract. Last  year, the number was  al- 
most trebled; the number was 291, and th i s i s  going to cost  
us  between $16,000 and $17,000. 



Now, a p t  from the financial loss of the Government 
and to the employere, and towhat we call the Regional La- 
bour Board which is also involved in these losses, the ir- 
responsibility of these workers is causing serious harm to 
themselves: and the employers have definitely stated that 
they a r e  going to bring the Barbados scheme to an end if 
the situation does not improve. Even more important is the 
fact that the American Government itself has expressed 
deep concern over the situation because of the fact that in- 
variably when the workers return home they make state- 
ments to the Press  and the public; and the American 
Government whose business it is to concern themselves 
with preserving what they regard a s  a correct accountabil- 
ity of America abroad has been protesting in no uncertain 
terms over what they characterise a s  an incorrect picture 
of America's labour conditions which the reports of these 
returned workers represent. As a matter of fact, the Am- 
erican Government in itself has made representations to 
the effect that if the situation persists, recruitment from 
Barbados will be stopped for a trial periodof a few years. 

I need not worry the House with the actual figures of 
what this scheme means to the Island o r  the amount of 
earnings remitted during the time i t  was in operation o r  
the value of this avenue of employment a t  given periods 
throughout the year to Barbados. I think that Barbadians 
a re  fully conscious of the fact that the scheme itself has 
made a vital contribution to our economy forthe last 15 o r  
16 years, and the living standards of the people have been 
considerably improved basically due to the outlet provided 
by American employment: and I almost conceive that any 
talk of bringing the scheme to anend,would be an incalcu- 
lable economic loss to the Government. 

The Government therefore has been very seriously 
~onsidering this matter and we are  preparing Mr. Speaker, 
to use stringent measures in an effort to put an end to this 
disastrous state of affairs, and to preserve the project for  
that large number of responsible and reasonable minded 
Barbadians who really would like tofindworkin that coun- 
try when they need it. The Government therefore proposes 
that apart from Trade Union Regulations, we a re  instituting 
new forms and records to be used by the Employment Ex- 
change in orQr to tighten upon the possibility of misinfor- 
mation being supplied a s  regards identity and what not 
because we al l  know of the subterfuges resorted to by a 
number of workers who go off to the States in nom-da 
p h m e  names, aliases, and what not, and we will be using 
these forms to tighten up the regulationsandto obvlate the 
possibility of continuance of the many subterfuges resorted 
to now by people who go to the States. 

We are  going to change the Form of Agrsement to make 
i t  possible for the Government to recover a s  a civil debt 
from anybody who goes to the United States and returns the 
portion of the unpaid balance in respect of his transporta- 
tion expenses. In other words, we are  not to be content to 
continue to have the American employer, the Regional La- 
bour Board and the Barbados taxpayers finding the trans- 
port cost for these "tourists" who under the guise of 
workers go to Miami on a little tr ip and come back down 
after a certain time. We a re  going to recover any unpaid 
portion a s  a civil debt. Also, any workerwho is repatriated 
for a breach of contract unless the circumstances warrant 
i t  will be disqualifiedfrom any Government employment for 
a period of two years. 

The Government feels, Mr. Speaker, 1 think qufte jus- 
tifiably, that there a re  occasions when serious circum- 
stances warrant harsh measures to correct them. And a s  
I have said, apart from the financial loss involved and the 
expenses incurred by Government, and the American em- 
ployers and the Regional Labour Board, this irresponsibil- 
ity on the part of the workers will in the immediate future 
seriously affect the entire recruitment scheme of Barba- 
dians to the United States. You and I know that there a r e  
large numbers of them who like togothere every year and 
who look forward to return. There a re  many whom 1 know 
from the parish of St. Philip who have been able to buy a 
new house or repair an old onrchrough this scheme, and 
some a r e  still in debt: and & only way they can earn 

enough o r  save enough to pay off their present debt is by 
returning to the Untted Seates every year. If the scheme 
comes to an end, then many rational people would be affect- 
ed, apart from the country losing the economic contribu- 
tion to our economy which this scheme makes every year. 
4.00 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 feel sure that the hon. senior member 
for St. Peter himself will be satisfied thatthe Government 
has not been unmindful of the observations and recommend- 
ations made in the Report under reference. The Report 
itself expressed no basic disagreement o r  it has not made 
any very adverse criticism of the general terms and con- 
ditions of work, and the Government would be lacking in i t s  
responsibility to the community -it would also be unmind- 
ful of the duty whichitowestothe community a s  a whole - 
i f  i t  were to permit a number of irresponsible individuals to 
wreck completely a scheme whichit tooka lot of determina- 
tion and a lot of effort in the early days to institute. This 
Government certainly could not allow itself to be placed on 
record a s  not exerting every possible effort to maintain the 
project and to inflict the proper discipline on those wicked 
people who a re  trying to bring the scheme to an end. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Does any other hon. member want to 
contribute to this debate before the hon. mover of the pass- 
ing of the Resolution exercises his right of reply? (After a 
pause), Seemingly no other hon. member wants to contribute 
to this debate and accordingly the hon. senior member for 
St. Peter  may exercise his right to reply now. 

Mr. WALCOn: Mr. Speaker, this Resolution which 
seeks the approval of the Report of the Mission which in- 
vestigated the Farm Labour Programme in the UnitedStates 
of America, was moved a s  a formal matter in view of the 
fact that sometimes one would hear hon. members say that 
when these missions go abroad we do not get any report 
from them, and sometimes i t  is wondered if the persons 
who went on these Missions really wentona holiday. 1 can 
assure hon. members that the comparatively short stay 
which we had in the United States of America - Mr. 
Williams and myself - to carry out th iswss ion was by no 
means a holiday. 1 was very pleasedindeed to hear what the 
Hon. Minister has said;l feelthat at t imes and in these days 
especially i t  is necessary for us to be forthright in our re- 
marks on fundamental matters which affect the nation. 
There are  lots of people who take refuge in some of these 
temporary abberations among human beings and, for one 
reason o r  other, t ry to find them a s  a means of becoming 
popular a t  the expense of the national good. 

Mr. Speaker, when 1 moved the passing of this Resolu- 
tion, 1 could not anticipate what would have taken place last 
month, and1 was very pleased to hear theHon. Minister mak- 
ing a policy statement on behalf of the Government andmak- 
inn i t  crystal clear a s  to what is theGovernment'sattitude - 
towards this very vital matter.1 would say, Mr. Speaker, a s  
you will very well know, thatina vital matter such a s  this, 
when you have an investigation made and you have conver- 
sations with people, i t  is not always possible to put every 
single important matter affecting a broad issue like this 
in a npor t ,  because a t  times you do not want to give too 
much publicity to the adverse side of things. The United 
States Government, a s  distinct from the United Statesem- 
ployers, is not a t  a l l  bending over backwards in order to 
bring aliens to the United States of America in order to do 
any kind of work. They regard workinthe United States of 
America a s  work for citizens of the United States of Am- 
erica: and in order for anyone to getinto the United States 
of America, the United States Depanment of Labourhas to 
issue a certificate maldng it clear that the kind of work to 
be performed by an aliencannot be adequately performed, 
and therefore the labour cannot be adequately procured in 
the United States of America. If there ak Barbadians and 
Barbadians suffer from an over dose of conceit, if Bar- 
badian people believe that the people in the United S a t e s  
of America a r e  waiting on Barbadians to come to the Uni- 
ted States of America to performaraskfor them, I want to 
say that they a re  livinginthe very far  and distant past. The 
United States Government is not waiting on Barbadlans to 
perform this kind of work. As  theHon.Minister of Labour 



has said, they can get Jamaicans.lf youwere to look at  th 
Appendix to this Report, youwill see that i t  reveals in  196 
an alarming thing for  Barbados. The employers said to U 

that they were fed up with the Barbadians. If you were tt 
look at  page nine a t  Appendix 2, you will note what is sel 
out there. 1 will t r y  to give hon. members  some informatio 
With regard to the incidence of AWOLs,that is, people wh, 
a r e  away with leave, terr i tory by territory, you will ge 
this alarming situation. In  1961 there were 7,469 Jamaican 
and i n  the same year  there were 1,548 Barbadians, i n  the 
United States of America. Of the 7,469 Jamaicans 47 of then 
went away with leave; and of the 1,548 Barbadians, then 
were  76whowent away with leave. When you get that a l a r m  
ing differential, Jamaicans were more than four times thc 
number of Barbadians in  the United States of America anc 
yet you find that the Barbadians left a t  the rate  of nearlq 
twice a s  much a s  the Jamaicans. The t s a l  number of alien! 
in  the United States of America including the Leeward anc 
Windward Islands and Trinidad was 10,267 and 151 of then 
went away and Barbadians were more than one half of tha 
total; Barbados therefore had 76 going away with leave out 
of the whole total of 151. 
4.10 p.m. 

Barbadians were  going away a t  nearly twice, three 
t imes o r  four times the rate  of other people doing the same 
kind of work a s  Barbadians. From the Leeward Islands' 
total of 695 - about half thetotalof the Barbadians - four 
went off, when 76 Barbadians went off, andfrom Jamaica '~  
7,000 who a r e  in  competition with Barbados only 47 wen1 
off. The incidence of breach of contract is a s  follows: 01 
Jamaica's 7,469 there were 477; of Barbados' 1,500 there 
were 190; now these a r e  purely statistical figures, Mr. 
Speaker, and you can very well understand that this will 
require a sociological survey, which this Committee was 
not in  power to ca r ry  out, to study why this figure is sc 
much higher than the Jamaicans; but we hadto take that as  
a matter  of fact. 

1 agree with the Hon. Minister, and1 would like, If 1 
have not done i t  in  the beginning, to underwrite what the 
Minister said about Mr. C. B. Williams a s  a competent and 
conscientious public servant. We worked very harmonious- 
ly together in  carrying out this mission on behalf of the 
Minister and the Government, We didnot consider our task 
merely to  look a t  statistics, but weconsideredit essential 
that we should visit the placesand see a s  much a s  we could 
possibly see among the workers  themselves. A s  we indi- 
cated in the Report,l will say here again, Mr. Speaker, that 
migrant work any part of the worldishard work. You have 
to relate a migrant i n  the s a m e t e r m s a s  you regard a man 
recruited to  the Army o r  military service: it is tough work. 
Cutting canes in Florida is different f rom cutting canes in  
Barbados, and that is why we advised the Minister when- 
ever  i t  is practical and possible to  speakto these workers, 
because i n  Barbados a worker  cuts canes by the ton, and i t  
does not matter, a s  i t  is a straight line method of cutting 
canes, what the price is, because if he cuts half a ton he is 
going to be paid f o r  half a ton. 

In  the United States the method of cutting canes is not 
that simple straight line method. I t  re lates  more to  a 
method we had here called a sliding scale. But i t  is not a 
sliding scale; i t  is quantum that youhave to produce within 
a given period in o rder  to  maximize the amount you must 
receive. The  American employer is not accustomed to 
a man corninginto his work place and blowing a comb, and 
a s  long a s  he is there fo r  eight hours he want eight hours8 
pay. That is not the American employer's concept, nor is 
i t  the concept of the American worker, and that is why if 
8 oVclock is the time to go to work he never fools around 
home waiting to catch the 8 o'clock bus; he real ises  that is 
the t ime to be on the job; and the Barbadian worker must 
be told that a few Barbadians cannot go to the United States 
with nearly 160 million people and t ry  to transform them 
to Barbadian work methods and say "this is how we do i t  
in Barbadosl" l met some of them andthey told me  that they 
cut  canes i n  Florida differently from how they cut canes 
in  Barbados, and If they were in Barbados the situation 
would be different. 1 askedthemwhy didthey come and why 
they did not cut canes in  Barbados. 

1 feel, Mr. Speaker, thatif they want to  go on a migrant 
scheme, they must be told that they must be prepared for 
the hardships of a migrant.Now with respect to the cooking A 
of food, the average Barbadian would like to get soup, but 
the Americans do not cook soup with pumpkin, sweet pota- 
toes  and yams i n  it. The  Barbadian wantsa regular soup. 
If they give him what the Americans regard a s  a straight 
soup, he would say this is water. Imagine waking up a t  4 
o'clock, Mr. Speaker, and cooking soupfor800people. You 
would have a s t ream of soup a s  long a s  the r iver  Nile. They 
do not understand these things. A fellow told me  he did not 
have a little soup for a long time. Some fellows live in  the 
camp to do the cooking with which they a r e  satisfied, but 
you have the problem that some of them said i t  was cold 
and when they came i n  they did not get i t  warmed. We in- 
vestigated that. Like al l  investigators, we were told that 
they only did this because we were coming to make a dress- 
ing. We were informed by the Liaison Officers that under 
the American State Laws they a r e  very s t r i c t  with these 
kitchens, more so  than in Barbados, and if they go inside 
one of these camps and find a ca te re r  not complying with 
a l l  of the sanitary requirements, they will just take away the 
licence from that ca te re r  and he would no longer be able 
to  operate in the States. I t  is not a s  simple a matter  that 
any old body can come along andcookfor them; but a s  you 
will understand, i t  is a camp with 800 men and they endea- 
vour to  get West Indian cooks. 1 have not been in a kitchen 
where I h a v e  not seen a Jamaican o r  Barbadian cook, and 
there is not much difference between the eating habits of 
the Jamaican and the Barbadian. Both countries a r e  highly 
and heavily eating carbo-hydrate people, and therefore on 
many occasions when the American would use more vege- 
tables, that would not satisfy the regular palate of these 
people; they would prefer  a little more r ice with some 
salt  meat in  i t  ra ther  than greenvegetableswhich would to 
them not have any taste. 

These were some of the problems we faced. Some of the 
workers complained that from the time they went to Ameri- 
ca  they ate  rice, and when we asked why they did not vary 
the diet, the problem arose  that a variation of diet a lso 
meant a variation of cost, and if you varied the diet on the 
menu, then the worker would say that too much money will 
be deducted for  food. 1 will say, Mr. Speaker, that the cost 
of food i n  the United States on these fa rm labour schemes 
is nothing in keeping with the normal food a man would have 
to purchase i f  he had to pay for  i t  in the UnitedStates onthe 
cheapest basis.The only place you would get food a s  cheap 
a s  this is if you went to Father Mvine, and he cannot feed 
al l  these people, nor could they make the pilgrimage to get 
to his  place in New York; so  they have to be satisfied with 
what the camp is doing. 

1 will say on the whole that the scheme will be disas- 
trous, and 1 do not know what will happen to Barbados, 
because 1 do not see  anybody outside the United States of 
America willing to  take 1,500 Barbadians with the exception 
of the Transport scheme i n  the United Kingdom. 1 do not 
know where Barbados can turn immediately a s  a wage 
economy a s  distinct f rom settling and you would have to 
c a r r y  out a very serious investigation to find the type of 
Barbadians who a r e  willing to settle, whether in British 
Honduras, British Guiana, Surinam o r  any of the places i n  
our a r e a  o r  any part  of the worldwhich have vast stretches 
of land available fo r  settlement. This  is a wage economy 
to which Barbadian workers a r e  accustomed, and if  thls 
fails - if the United States Government andemployers be- 
come fed up with this scheme - 1 do not know what will 
happen to this little Island. 1 was pleased when 1 saw the 
Hon. P r e m i e r  was able to get the quota increased, and 1 
was extremely glad when I heard the Minister of Labour 
s tate  that on further representation he had got the figure 
increased to 3,000, 
4.20 p.m. 

1 will tell  this House, Mr. Speaker, about five years  
o r  six years  ago, the then Minister of Labour in Jamaica 
o r  the Minister of Education in Jamaica, Mr. Glasspole, 
who was known to the American Federation of Labour and 
dlo U.0. President, Mr. George Meany had t o  make a 
special t r ip  to the United States because if the powerful 



T r a d e  Union i n  the United States did not lend their  weight 
to  this scheme, the p ressure  of the U. S. A. was to clamp 
down on the scheme and make the employers in the United 
States look for  labour there. The U. S. Government cannot 
easily look upon the f a n n e r s  and discount them, and the 
f a r m e r s  were finding i t  difficult to get these men to work 
i n  agriculture. I t  is a known fact thae the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture has a strong organised Labour Uruon; there- 
fore, even with the minimum wage that is in the United 
States which is $1.25 a n  hour, i t  doesnot apply to agricul- 
ture  because the fa rmers  a r e  s o  powerful i n  the United 
States. The Labour drift from farm work into industries 
was  so  strong that i t  had become difficult for  the fa rmers  
to get labour. I t  is for that reason that Jamaicans and Bar- 
badians were able to get work on these farms. Were i t  not 
for  that internal dislocation of labour, Barbadians would 
not have been employed. 

1 was extremely pleased to hear  the Hon. Minister of 
Trade  say today that the Government proposes to take 
strong methods in dealing with this matter. l am only sug- 
gesting to the Hon. Minister that in view of the fact that 
migrant labour has aninternational codein respect to penal 
sections of that code, 1 would suggest that you car ry  out 
consultation with the appropriate bodies so  that we will 
not in any way treat  a matter  like this out of keeping with 
the code and so  that we debate the measure along the lines 
of the Migrant International Code. 

1 would like to inform the House that the cost of fly- 
ing out this labour to the employers in the U. S. A. is borne 
by the Barbadian Government. that is to say, the differen- 
tiation between what i t  costs from Barbados to  Jamaica. 
The r e s t  of the cost of flyingrhis iabour out is borne by the 
employers; but those who know the diiference would know 
that a plane would take not l e s s  than three hours to fly 
from Barbados to Jamaica. May be, i t i sdone  in two hours 
nowadays. Therefore, you will see that is it  not f a r  from 
Jamaica to Miami: thereiore, the fare  from there is a low 
one and the employers in  the U. S. A. would prefer  to have 
labour from Jamaica where they can get a l l  they want. 1 
say that the Barbadian workers and the public should be 
made aware of it. 1 am not satisfied in my mind over the 
recrrdting method. I am satisfied in my mind that the 
American scheme has met with a lot of dL€ficulties because 
there was too much "hocus pocus" going on i n  the matter  
of recruitment. There  was too much passing Sack going on, 
somebody's gir l  friend going out and meeting people late 
at  night i n  o rder  to get somebody on the scheme. By that 
Sort of thing, you got a lot of undesirables geging through 
and the people who were willing to  workin the United States 
were left behind. 1 know people who have met with s o  much 
success and who pleased the employers there s o  much that 
they had to come back a f te r  the three years  because of the 
Immigration Laws of the United States and then they were 
recruited again by the same U. S. employers and, a s  f a r  a s  
these persons a r e  concerned, they made a contribution by 
sending money back here. The ones who a r e  going out just 
a s  "tourists" a r e  making i t  difficult f o r  some other per- 
son and we should do a l l  inour  power to see  that wherever 
we have Barbadians who a r e  incapable of this work and to 
ensure the economy of this country f o r  which we cannot 
get a s imilar  outlook by putting our hands in the air ,  we 
take a l l  the steps necessary to see that we send the best 
workers. 

4% - . I feel  that steps should be taken to end forever  any 
breaking of the interest of the public and to kill any idea 
that people give encouragement to  that type of behaviour. 
1 support the Hon. Minister wholeheartedly on the proposals 
that Government propose to  take in  the matter  and 1 assure 
him that 1 give the Government my co-operation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The  hon. member used the words 
"hocus-pocus" what do you mean by that? 

Mr. WALCO'IT: There  was an occasion when l was 
speaking to the Commission of Enquiry that 1 said "by the 

.W Grace of God.1 am what1 am." "~ocus-pocus" means what 
i t  is. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass was 
put ond resolved in the affirmative without division. 

GOVERNMENT BUSNESS 

Mr. SPEAKER: It  now being 4.30 o'clock we proceed 
to Government Business. 

The f i rs t  Order  stands i t ?  the name 2f the Hon. Leader 
of the House: T o  consider the grants of sums  of money for  
the service of the Island. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, before I move 
that Your Honour do now leave thecha i rand  this House go 
into Committee of Supply, 1 am asking leave for  the Hon. 
P r e m i e r  to make a Statement to  the House. 

There bcdnp ni? objection, leave was ganted  the hon. 
member. 

STATEMENT BY HON. PREMIER re REWC- 
Tl ON O F  CONSUMPTION TAX 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, whenever a Min- 
i s t e r  of Finance appears  on the threshold of the Parlia- 
mentary Chamber with the black box which 1 now have be- 
fore me  instead of the customary red despatchbox, people 
who a r e  aware of this circumstance begin to wonder 
where the axe is going to fall  because i t  is then only that 
a Chancellor of the Exchequer o r  a Minister  of Finance 
appears with the Finance Despatch Box on such occasions 
a s  important pronouncements on taxation a r e  going to be 
made. I intend t~c iay  to make an important pronouncement 
on the General t a x a t i ~ n  policy of this country. 
4.30 p.m. 

The  lass one xhichl  made was on the 26th June, 1962. I t  
is rather  unusual ar this  time of the year  - i n  midstream, 
a s  it were - to make any Financial Statement, but 1 have no 
intention of changing horses. I intend to make a Financial 
Statement with your permission and I hope that those who 
viewed my arr ival  w m  the Finance Box with some appre- 
hension wlll hal,e their  feai S allayed by the t ime I come to 
the end of my *rement. In the Budget Proposals  submitted 
to this Honours a ? House on the 26th June, 1962, among 
other things whlcl'  w r e  imposed in o rder  to lessen the gap 
beween the c \pcwi4 r ,re which we had estimated and the re- 
venue w b c h  we c x t e d  to  derive, was a consumption duty 
of $1.03 per gai T m p o s e d  on a l l  beer  and stout, whether 
imported o r  l c % ' ~ y  ~ r o d u c e d .  P r i o r t o  the establishment of 
a Brewery i n  Ba-cbavd;;, the Government, a t  the invitatior, 
of that Brewery, raised the import duties on beer  to $1.13 
preferential and $1.10 general s o  that therewasa  protect- 
ive tariff in  favour O* t!,e proposed Brewery of a substantial 
amount. As f a r  a s  f c an remember, that Brewery went into 
operation i n  September, 1961, and met with, perhaps due to 
the novelty of the production, Immediate success, anda t  the 
end of a period of six monthsiiiey were able to demonstrate 
a substantial margin of profit - the rate  of return over 
cost. At the same time, Government revenue which had 
been estimated a t  a figure of $600,000 import  duty on beer* 
took a spectacular nose dive, s o  that we found ourselves 
in  a position where the last  Government had committed us  
to an inordinate increase in  the sa la r ies  of public officers 
in  the island, and a budget deficit because of the fall  in  the 
import duty on heer  and the Civil Service sa la r ies  and other 
causes, due to the lack of proper financing, i n  my opinion, 
and budgetary planning - of some $3 million a year. 

You will remember, Sir, that a t  the t ime when 1 intro- 
duced the Financial Sratement, 1 said that very drast ic  
measures  would have to be taken i n  o rder  to  cor rec t  this 
malaise in  the financial a f fa i r s  of the island. l want to  make 
i t  abundantly clear,  Mr. Speaker, that when a Minister of 
Finance imposes any measure of taxation, he does not do 
s o  f o r  political reasons, but p w l y  f o r  economic reasons. 
A Minister of Finance is not supposed to be a prophet; 
furthermore, a l l  the best economists in  the world always 
make their  projections with the reservation o r  qualification 
that a l l  other  things must remain equal i n  o r d e r  f o r  those 
projections to be granted any degree of accuracy - a s  we 
say, ceteris paribus. Very often i n  a community such a s  
ours  we cannot control a large number of factors; we cannot 
control people's propensities t o  be maucious; we cannot 
control people's propensities to  run down localproducts: we 
cannot control the propensities of the people i n  whose in- 



t e res t  i t  niay be to do otherwise, to give the general im- 
pression that products a r e  too expensive and a r e  not 
worthwhile buying - I do notwant to re fe r  to any particular 
individual o r  group of individuals; neither can we control 
the irresponsibility of the P r e s s  o r  the well-established 
habit of Barbadians to  set a higher premium on products 
from abroad and even on people from abroad than they set 
on rheir own products and on their  own people. These a r e  
things which no Minister of Finance has i t  in his  power to 
control; therefore when we make calculations a s t o t h e  re- 
venue effect of the imposition of a certain tax o r  of a certain 
duty. we are only doing s o  - we a r e  only making these 
calc&tions - on the bas i s  that a l l  other things must re-  
main equal. 

The effect of the imposition for  the f i r s t  t ime of a con- 
sumption tax on beer  was normally toincrease the price oj 
a bottle of beer, whether locally produced o r  imported f rorr 
abroad, by eight cents. That was the calculatedeffect. How- 
ever, by some peculiar device, re ta i l e r s  i n  Barbados have 
decided that they were a l so  entitled to some kind of tax a: 
well. because instead of the price of a bottle of beer going 
f rom 21 cents to 29 cents, they decided to tack on a feu 
more  cents for  themselves a s  an additional imposed tax 
and make the consumer pay something like 33 o r  34 cents 
f o r  a hottle of beer. Coupled with that, there were irre- 
sponsible statements made by people who should know bet- 
ter,  coupled with a campaign which gave the general public 
the idea that the ruUxg Party had some political axe tc 
grind and wanted to see  our  own local brewery discontinue 
i t s  operations, a l l  of which was completely untrue - I need 
not mention that - but there had been a sharp decline in 
the consumption of beer. F o r  this1 make no apologies. Even 
a f te r  the proposals which 1 will disclose in the course of 
this Statement, Mr. ,Spsaker, 1 expect that the taxpayers of 
Barbados will be subsidising beer  consumption in the con- 
struction of the Brewery of some quarter  of a million 
dollars a year. This  might verywellafford us the privilege 
of extending the school meals  service to four more public 
elementary schools i n  this island. There has been, since 
June, a fall  in  the productionof beerand the importation of 
beer from abroad; the Government therefore has to be ex- 
tremely flexible and keep the study of the economy under 
constant review. 
4.40 p.m. 

T h i s  from a revenue point of view has  been agitating my 
mind and that of the Minister of Trade  and Development fo r  
some weeks, if not months, but we did not feel that we had 
a competent analysis i n  so  short a time to bring about any 
change i n  the taxation structure.1 would like to say that the 
whole commercial set-up in Barbados is one whichwill do 
justice to  anenquiry by a Royal Commission.l do not intend 
to interfere with the f ree  interplay of supply and demand i n  
Any way o r  to  perfect and f a i r  competition, therefore I do 
not propose to  say anymore on that; but we do know that 
there a r e  certain monopoltslic practtces wNch go on in t N s  
Island whlch only tend to send upthe cost of the commodi- 
t ies  to  the consumer. 

We feel a s  a Government that consumer goods have 
to f i l ter  through to many so-called middle men, and that 
very often when you examine import pr ices  of a commodity 
including cost, insurance, freight and duty, by the time i t  
leaves the Port  duty-paid, and reaches the consumer, there 
are  fantastic mark-ups i n  the prlce of these commodities. In 
the case  of local iuducrtrles the situation is somewhat dlf- 
ferent, andtherefore i n  the same way that a Government has 
ta exercise  external vigilance over i t s  revenue positton, 
any industry which Is trying to capture the public imaglna- 
don  should not do s o  by trying to wage a n  economic war  
either with the consumer o r  with the Government, Very 
often an infant industry in o rder  to  eatabllrh itself will 
sel l  i t s  commodity a t  a very small margln of profit, o r  i n  
some remarkable Instances will even go to the extent of 
putting that product on the market a t  a m a l l  108s to  i t n l f ,  
That is not a generally accepted prlnclple in  Barbador 
bushes8  c i rc les  that you should make any r c r i f l c e  a t  all 
i n  o rder  to  c a p u m  the publlc imaglnrtion and to cultivate 
pubUc mate i n  demanding the product which youare mmu- 
facturing. 

Well, p r io r to  the imposition of the consumption duty of 
$1.03 per  bottle of local beer, Sir, the pr ice varied between 
19 cents and 21 cents p e r  b o t t l e J t i s  not beyond my know- 
ledge that certain shopkeepers charged what the market 
could bear, but certainly that was the retai lpr ice over the 
counter, and that was the price which shopkeepers - 
truthfully speaking, storekeepers but they prefer  to call 
themselves shopkeepers - were instructed by the parent 
company that the marketable prlce was i n  the vicinity of 
21 cents per  bottle. This  price, 1 suppose, varted because 
that is something which we cannot control among the retail  
and other shopkeepers in thislsland.They willcharge what 
they think people a r e  willing to pay, s o  that you have very 
often in  Barbados two s e t s  of prices, tourist prices and 
Barbadian prices. 1 daresay, Sir, that if you ventured into 
any parish other than the one you have the honour to repre- 
sent, anyone looking f o r  you would readily come to the 
conclusion that you were not a man of straw and would 
want to  make you pay, perhaps, 35cents for  a bottle of the 
beer  he would only charge me 21 cents for, but this is the 
way of the trade. 

1 am mentioning these things because 1 think both the 
consuming public and the distributing public ought to know 
that the Government is not unaware of the practices which 
go on in business. As I said before, when the consumption 
tax was put on in  o rder  to lessen the gap between our ex- 
penditure and our estimated revenue, and inorder to  make 
up, maybe, not to the fullest extent, but in  some measure 
fo r  the loss  in  revenue which the Government has suffered 
by the construction of a local brewery and the coming into 
production of beer  and stout on the local market, the price 
then should have been in the vicinity of 28 cents o r  29 
cents. I t  is our opinion, Sir, that an attractive price for  a 
commodity such a s  beer  would be a pr icein the vicinity of 
25 cents a bottle, because a quarter o r  25 cents is a unit 
of our fancy, and very often if you charge one cent more, 
that additional cent ac t s  a s  a disincentive to a man who is 
willing to spend a quarter, butwouldfindit very difficult to  
break another quarter to spend 26 cents expecially in  Bar- 
bados. That is why I think some merchants reduced their  
pr ices  to 99 cents when perhaps they could se l l  the commo- 
dity fo r  $1.03 o r  $1.04, because i t  is a psychological 
factor which they a r e  invoking in selllng a commodity just 
on o r  below a unlt of currency.Youwil1 find that a commo- 
dity may be priced a t  $1.99 which is really $2.00, but peo- 
ple will readily purchase a commodity a t  $1.99 and they 
would think twice before purchasing i t  a t  $2.05. 

Let us  take airline passages. The fantastic increase in 
visitors coming from Toronto and Montreal during the 
summer months of 1962 must i n  a large degree be attri- 
butable to the fact that the air l ines  reduced the return 
pr ices  from Toronto to Barbados to $199.00 Canadian. I t  
is not the duty of Government to go into business a s  such 
except in those sectors  of the economy where a stimulus 
is needed, but a good Government is a Government that has  
business sense and a Government that is properly advised. 
I t  is therefore in  the desire  to stimulate consumption of 
local products and, in particular, locally produced beer and 
to t ry  to  afford a commodity of a reasonable price and a t  
a unlt prlce, say, of 25 cents that 1 have decided in my 
capacity a s  Mintster of Finance to reduce the consumptlon 
tax on a l l  beer, whether imported o r  locally produced, from 
$1.03 to a figure of 61 cents per  gallon. This  is a substantial 
reduction in the pr ice of beer, and1 thlnk that the slogan 
which I can attach t o  this  announcement is "cheaper beer  .IC 
fo r  ~hr i s tmas ."  (Cheers.) 
4.50 p m .  

Mr. Speaker, as  I have m i d  before, we a r e  srtirfied 
a f te r  studying the economics of theindustryandthe rcono- 
mica of the brewery that thls should provide the purchudng 
publlc with ten-ounce bottles of locally brewed beer a t  a 
price of not more than 25 cent8 a bottle. What they charge 
a t  dancer and clubs fo r  i t  is anothermatter  kcrwe we do 
not wane to put on any price control8 on locrlly produced 
good8 and commodities; but the Government will  keep the 
adrution under conrtant review; andif the conce8donwhich 
the Government ir now making 18 not raflectedby Saturday 
morning which in the &to of publication of thir ordor in 



the Extraordinary issue of the Officid Garaue - this will 
be law by Saturday morning that beer leaving the brewery 
will not have to pay a consumption tax: but 1 hope no mer- 
chant would have reduced this beer until after the period of 
the inflationary tax. 

But the reason why we cannot makeit effective a s  from 
tomorrow is because it would create certain accounting 
difficulties in the Customs Department because monthly 
returns a re  made and it would mean switching off the 
whole system, metaphorically speaking, in the middle of the 
month. 

This i s  a dramatic drop which we a r e  making in both 
local and imported beer. This reduction affects imported 
beer to the same extent a s  i t  affects the local product: but 
it does not mean that the locally brewedbeer would be sold 
a t  the same price a s  the imported beer because there is 
still a margin of difference of $l.lJpreferentialand $1.20 
general in favour of the local product. 1 thlnk therefore 
that this is the first of a series of Christmas gifts which 
the Government is making to the communityingeneral and 
in certain sectors in general. 

We have brought in a Resolution for Government em- 
ployees which we will deal with later on to make advances 
towards them, and later on we a re  going to introduce an 
amendment to the Rum Duty Act of 1906; but 1 would not 
like hon. members to get elated because we do not intend 
in any way to reduce the duty on rum but only the consump- 
tion tax. What is now knownasdistiller's tax of eight cents 
a gallon we intend to remove that altogether so that Barba- 
dos rum can become more competitive in the overseas 
market with rum from other rum-producing countries. 
I will say more about that later. 

I believe that next Tuesday the Hon. Minister of Trade 
will make some further pronouncements which would 
vitally affect the cost of living in a favourable way in this 
country. 

LEAVE GRANTED TO MAKE A FURTHER 
STATEMENT 

Mr. SPEAKER: TheHon. Premier having concluded his 
Statement to which he obtained the leave of the House to 
make...... 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFOW. Mr. Speaker, 1 amasking for 
leave for  the Hon. Premier to make another Statement. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Before the hon. member does that, 1 
would like to give notice of my intention to move a Reso- 
lution...... 

Mr. SPEAKER: There will be no point of giving notice 
of it at this stage because weare dealing with Government 
Business. Just before the adjournment comes, the hon. 
member will find that time more appropriate. 

Hon. W. A. CRAW FORD: Mr. Speaker, before youpro- 
ceed with the first Order, 1 am asking for leave for the 
Hon. Premier to make another Statement. 

- 
Mr. WALCOTT: I am not objecting to it, but 1 r ise to 

support the Hon. Leader of the Opposition. 1 think the 
Hon. Premier will have to give an undertaking that when 
Statements are  made that contain taxation proposals, it 
is his intention to have the matter placed on the Order 
Paper so that the House can debate these things. We a r e  
having this rigmarole way of debating these things. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, 1 r ise on a point 
of order in order to explain the position. As regards the 
Statement which 1 have just made, it is not a Financial 
Statement; it  is not a Statement which 1 could have placed 
on the Order Paper before 1 makeit. Any member is free, 
a s  1 think the hon. senior member for the City of Bridge- 
town has indicated that he has some Resolution, to move a 
Resolution o r  motion approving o r  disapproving any atate- 
ment introduced by me; but 1 could not in al l  seriousness 
without doing great violence to constitutional proprieties 

give notice of a Statement of this nature. Any member is 
f ree  to debate any measures which 1 introduce here. 

According to the amendment of the CustomsTariff Act, 
after the Financial Statement in June, when the Order is 
published in the Officia Gazette to change any of these 
k e s ,  it  needs not, strictly speaking in law, be debated o r  
discussed when any change is made. When the tax is im- 
posed, it should be published in the Officid Gazette and it 
&comes law from the date of the publication. This Order 
will be published on Saturday a s  1 indicated. After that the 
law says a s  soon a s  possible after publication in the Official 
Gazette to change the tax that both Houses of the Legisla- 
ture have to disapprove of it within certain days, either 
ten o r  twelve days, 1 cannot now remember, but it is not 
the usual forty-one days; otherwise those Orders continue 
to have the full force o r  validtty of law. There is no pro- 
vision for putting one of these Resolutions on the Order 
Paper o r  to make a statement on it, but 1 consider i t  not 
unconstitutionally improper for the Minister of Finance 
before he tells the general public to treat hon. members 
with a statement on the proposals so  that they would know 
what is going to be done with the finances of the Island. 
With this whole set of circumstances, I think1 am treating 
hon. members with a matter of courtesywhenl make state- 
ments of this kind. 
5.00 pm.  

I t  is not a matter a s  of right; al l  the right you have is 
to read the Official Gazette and read the documents which 
a re  laid on the Table of the House. 

Mr. WALCOTT: 1 must say that1 will have to join issue 
with the Hon. Pre~nieronthat.Taxationproposalsare mat- 
te rs  which this House has the rightto know and approve of. 
We have the right a s  soon a s  possible, when these state- 
ments a re  made known to t!le public either from the 
Official Gazette o r  by Order, to know of these proposals; 
they a re  taxation proposals and this House hasthe right to 
approve of them. If we disapprove of any taxation propo- 
sals, a t  the time we disapprove of them no more legal 
enactment can go through. 1 do not want the Premier to 
say that we can make taxation proposals by any order-  
in-Council.This i s  a representative Body and we have the 
right to know that any taxation proposals which you may 
make, can come into operation, providedthattheHouse will 
subsequently approve of them. The day that we disapprove 
of them, they a re  no longer valid. 1 do not want the Hon. 
Premier to think that we a r e  being treated with courtesy 
by making these taxation proposals because, in that case. 
1 would submit that he shouldnot make them in this House 
but he should make them outside the House, and let us  see 
if we can abandon the House and see what would be the 
function of this Chamber. This House has the inalienable 
right to discuss these things a s  soon a s  they a r e  made. In 
the United Kingdom, the C31ancellor of the Exchequerwould 
make a statement and the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. 
Hugh Gaitskell, can decide that he would discuss that 
statement tomorrow. Whenever the Budget proposals come 
down, they a r e  introduced today and discussed tomorrow 
by the Leader of the Opposition whether he agrees with the 
taxation proposals o r  not. 

The constitution of the House of Commons is such that 
the Leader of the Opposition wi l l  lose, but he has the right 
to discuss any taxation proposals. Look up the procedure 
of the House of Commons and you will see that budget 
proposals of any nat- a r e  introduced by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer on one day and they a r e  debated in the 
House of Commons on the next day. As1 say, 1 do not want 
the Premier to think o r  to say that he has treated this 
House with a matter of courtesy. 1 have never heard that 
you could introduce budget proposals other than in the 
House; you do not do that under a tamarind tree in Well 
House o r  in some other place. 1 do not like these off-hand 
statements being made a s  legal statements. Where could 
Dr. Dalton every produce things other than in the Official 
Ganetta? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member has made his point 
of order. 1 think that the Hon. Premier was referring only 
to the fact that he was maklng this statement this after- 
noon. 



Hon. E. W. BARROW: That isexactly what I was  tryin] 
to  say. The hon. member has purported to  quote from tht 
procedure i n  the House of Commons, bu tas fa r  a s  the con 
sumpdon duties a r e  concerned, they a r e  budget proposals 
Our  procedure is laid down i n  the 1962 Act a t  Chapter 22 
the Consumption Tax Act, and I say that i t  is a matter  o 
courtesy f o r  m e  to make this statement. 1 need not hav~ 
done it a t  all; 1 need not have come in here  and made an: 
statement about what is going to happen on Saturday. 11 
the Consumption Tax Act of 1%2 and a t  Section 19 this i$ 
what happens. This Section says this:- 

"Regulations made by the Minister under sectior 
eighteen of this Act, and any Ordermade  by the Governor  
in-Executive Committee under section three of this Act 
shall be laid before both Houses of the legislature a s  so01 
a s  may be a f te r  the making thereof, and if within a perioc 
of forty days ......" 

I saidi twas an abridgedtime, but apparently the perioc 
is still a period of forty days. The  Section goes on: 

"beginning with the day on which any such Regulation: 
o r  Order  a r e  o r  is laidbeforeit  e i ther  House of the Legis- 
lature resolves that the Regulations o r  Order  be annulled, 
the Regulations o r  Order  shall thereupon cease to have 
effect but without prejudice to  anything previously done 
thereunder o r  to  the making of new Regulations o r  a new 
Order." 

Section 3 of the Act clearly gives the authority to im- 
pose a consumption tax, not i n  the House of Assembly but 
in  the Governor-in-Executive Committee. Section 3 of the 
Act, says this:- 

"Subject to  and i n  accordance with the provisions of 
this Act, where any chargeable goods a r e  importedinto the 
Island f o r  consumption therein o r  manufactured in the Is-  
land f o r  the said purpose, there shall be chargedon the said 
goods a tax, to be calledconsumption tax, a t  the rate  appli- 
cable to  each such item of goods a s  is set out opposite to  
that item i n  the Schedule to this Act." 

Sub-section 2 says this:- 
# ' The Governor-in-Executive Committee may, from 

time to time, by Order, add to, rescind, vary o r  amend any 
of the i tems of goods o r  any of the ra tes  in  the Schedule 
to this Act." 

What the Governor-in-Executive Committee is doing is 
to vary the ra te  of consumption tax on imported and locally 
manufactured beer. That is done by the  Governor-in-Execu- 
tive Committee. F o r  that to  become law, a l l  that is necces- 
sa ry  is for  a notice toappearinthe Official Gazette, which 
1 think 1 told hon. members  will be done on Saturday, and 
then the Order  is the law a s  from the date on which i t  is 
published. F o r  accounting and other reasons we prefer  to  
have i t  done on the 1s t  December, because great diffi- 
culty would be created if i t  were done before then. I t  could 
not be made retroactive anyhow. The reason why 1 have 
treated hon. members  to the courtesy of making a state- 
ment - and do not le t  the hon. senior member fo r  St. P e t e r  
te l l  me  that he does not wantanything to be done a s  a mat- 
t e r  of courtesy. I t  wil lappearinthe Official Gazette before 
the next normal meeting of the House and 1 would prefer  
hon. members  to  have prescience o r  some foreknowledge 
of what is going to take place before the Order  is laid 
which, according to the Act of 1962, wouldbe the f i rs t  rea- 
sonable date on which the Order  should be made. 

The hon. member has joined i s sue  with me  on a point 
of law. The Law says that the House of Assembly does not 
approve of these Orders; these Orders  a r e  law a s  f rom the 
date of publication i n  the Official Gazette butthe House has  
the right, a s  i t  has  with somany other Regulations, Orders  
and Proclamations, to  disapprove of them if within forty 
days during which they a r e  laid on the Table of the House, 
by Resolution moved by any hon. member, theHouse disap 
proves of them. Nothwithstanding disapproval of any Cham- 
ber of the Legislature, whatever has  been done before 
remains valid and binding. Furthermore, we a r e  arguing 
from different premises; the hon. senior member for  Sr. 

P e t e r  is talking about budgetary proposals and I am talk- 
ing about a specific taxation Act which is nothing to do with 
the House of Commons, but a Statute which we ourselves 
have allowed and to whichno hon. member of the House ob- 
jected when i t  was being done. 
5.10 p m .  

The reason why i t  is being done this way is that in 
consumption taxes and other f iscal  proposals of this nature, 
Mr. Speaker, we cannot go through the normal machinery. 
You give the House the right to  disallow o r  invalidate 
a tax when i t  has  been put on, but you cannot fetter the dis- 
cretion of the Minister of Finance to  put on a tax. If the 
Minister of Finance had to come here andget  the approval 
of the House before a tax was put on, a l l  you would have to 
do is filibuster f o r  a whole year. 1 a m  not suggesting the 
hon. member fo r  St. Peter, but a l l  one would have to do is 
filibuster f o r  the whole year  if one did not consider this 
tax personally acceptable toany individual member o r  com- 
pany to which he belonged, and Government would never 
ra i se  any revenue; so  the reverse is done. Taxation impo- 
sitions a r e  law until they a r e  disapproved; they do not be- 
come law when they a r e  approved. 

Again, 1 would like to mention to the hon. member that 
this is not any legal contest o r  t r ia l  of wits between the 
hon. member and myself. There is nothing really to dispute 
in the law. 1 do not disagree with his general pronounce- 
ments on Parliamentary democracy, because 1 am the 
greatest defender of them in this Island. 

Mr. SPEAKER: l wonder i f  the hon. member means 
after the Chair? 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Aiterthe Chair, Sir, ex cathedm. 

Mr. MO'ITLEY: Mr. Speaker, a f te r  a l l  that has been 
said, 1 a m  wondering if you willaccept notice of my inten- 
tion to  move a Resolution. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 would suggest that the hon. member 
draft his Resolution and give a copy of i t  to the Clerk, and 
immediately af ter  the Orders  of the Day areconcluded and 
before the House adjourns that he reads i t  out fonnally to 
this House. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: If Your Honour so  pleases. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Leader of the House had 
asked i t s  indulgence that, before we resume Government 
Business, the Hon. P r e m i e r  be permitted to make a second 
statement, and if there be no objection, leave will be grant- 
ed. 

Apparently there is no objection and leave is granted. 
r h e  Hon. P r e m i e r  may proceed. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, in the 1962-63 
Capital Estimates, the provision of $1 10,000 was macfe m- 
der Head 9 - Miscellaneous - Item 3 - Staff Require- 
ments f o r  Capital Works. I t  is however stipulated in  the 
?ote to this item that the staff shouldcomprise the follow- 
ing: one Engineer, three Assistant Engineers, two Archi- 
:ectural Draughtsmen, one Accountant, four Clerks and one 
Stenographer. This  stipulation has allowed for  noflexibili- 
y in  the type of staff which i t  is found necessary to  pro- 
tide a s  the Capitalworks Programme progresses. In o rder  
:o achieve a measure offlexibilitywhichisnecessary, i t  is 
xoposed to amend the existing note by adding the follow- 
ng: "and such other temporary staff a s  the Governor-in- 
3xecutive Committee may from time to time determine.'' 
vlay 1 quote again? "And such other temporary staff a s  
he Governor-in-Executive Committee may from t ime 
.o time determine." 

Mr. SPEAKER: That Statement being concluded, the 
Ion. senior member f o r  St. Philip may now proceed with 
he motion standing i n  his name. Order  No. 1. 

COMMI'ITEE O F  SUPPLY 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move 
hat  Your Honour do now leave the Chair  and the House go 
nto Committee of Supply. 



Hon. C E. T A W  I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the offinnative 
without division, and Mr. SPEAKER left the Choir and 
the House went into Committee of Supply, Mr. MTSON 
in the Chair. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESIIMATES, 1962-63 No. 27 

Head 5 - judiciary - was called. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, the Resolution 
wNch is now engaging our attendon is one for the sum of 
$348.00 to be granted from the PublicTreasuryand placed 
a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
to supplement the Estimates 1962-63 Part  1 - Current a s  
shown in the Supplementary Estimate 1962-63No. 27 which 
fonns the Schedule to this Resolution, and that the Legisla- 
tive Council beinvitedto concur herein, andif concurred in, 

RESOLVED that His Excellency theGovernor be asked 
to assent and take the necessary steps to give effect to 
this Resolution. 

There a r e  two Heads, Sir. and the f irst  Head is under 
Part  1 - Current, Head 5 - Judiciary for Inquests. The 
amount which is needed here is an additional $100 to meet 
likely expenditure for the rest  of the financlal year. 

l beg to move that Head 5 stand part. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: 1 beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the offinnative 
without division. 

Head 18 - Police - was called. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, under this Head 
we need an additional amount of $200 for Court expenses 
because the amount originally provided turned out to be 
insufficient; and $48 for the purchase of dckets to be 
usedinthe Central Foundry and Jubilee Garden ca r  parks. 

1 begto move thatHead l 8  - Police - stand part. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: 1 beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affinnative 
without division. 

On the motion o f  Hon. W. A. C R  AWFORD seconded 
by Hon. C. E , .  TAL MA, the Resolution for $ 3 4  was 
passed. 

On motion of Hon. W .  A. CRAWFORD, se  conded by 
Hon. C. E. TALMA, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the passine 
of one Resolution in Committee o f  Supply. 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported ac- 
cordingly, 

On separate motions o f  Hon. W .  A. CRAWFORD, 
seconded by Hon. C. E. TALMA in each case, the Reao- 
lution was read a first and second time and agreed to. 

RESOLUTION TO MAKE ADVANCES TO 
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 am asking 
for lrrve to W 1  with the Rerolucion of which notice was 
#van taby for  the rum of $250,000 to k g m m d  from 
the Public Tmarury  and plnced a t  the dirpowl of the Gov- 
ernor-in-Executive Committee for the putpon of making 
advancer of u h r y  o r  wager to Government Civil Br- 
vantr and member8 d the Unerubllrhed Staff and CIruAl 
ampbyeer. 

Chair. The hon. member could have given notice u r h r  
in the clay that he was going to deal with it. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: 1 did not know. 

Mr. WALCOTl? Therefore, i f  he did not give notice 
earl ier  in the day, how is i t  that he is not saying that he is 
giving notice to deal with i t  now? i f  that is true, 1 say that 
the Hon. Minister does not know how to run Government 
Business. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 would like you to pay more attention 
to me. I do not like to be addressing the House and Your 
Honour speaking to someone. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No one knows better than the hon. 
senior member for St. Peter that anyone whois sufficiently 
experienced a s  the hon. senior member for St. Peter is, 1 
have no difficulty of hearing. 

Mr. WALCO'IT: 1 object to this method. The Hon. 
Leader of the House said he dId not give notice; so he 
could not mean what he said when he said that he was 
asking leave to deal with it. 

What I am suggesting is that I do not like this dandng 
about with the Order Paper. When YourHonourwas in the 
Chair, the Hon. Minister could have asked that the Resolu- 
don which he had given notice of earl ierin the day be dealt 
with when we were in Committee. There a r e  other items 
on the Order Paperwhichare to be dealt with. Your Honour 
and the Clerk can see this nonsensical move which 1 am 
speaking about. 1 am not saying thattheHon. Leader of the 
House misunderstands what is going on in this House, but 
he must respect procedure: and insteadof askingthe Chair 
to move that the House go into Committee with one Reso- 
lurion, at that same time he should have asked that* 
Resolution should be dealt with in Committee. If we are 
going to waste time, why not waste time a t  one dme? 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: 1 think that 1 should point out to 
the hon. senior member for St. Peterthatthe Hon. Leader 
of the House asked permission to dealwiththis Resolution 
in all i t s  stages today whenhe gave notice of the Resolution 
earl ier  in the day. After that, we hada money Resolution for 
$348, a s  f a r  a s  P remember, and we went into Committee; 
but after consultation with the properly consdtutedauthori- 
ties of this House, 1 came tothe conclusion that this R e s e  
lution was not a Resolution to be dealt with in Committee, 
and that is the reason why the Hon. Leader of the House 
did not ask for leave to deal with this in Committee of 
Supply 

This is not a Resolution on the Estimates. W e  are not 
granting sums of money; we a r e  advancing sums of money. 
This is the same a s  a Resolution, say that we were rendng 
the Public Buildings to the BarbadosNatlonal Party for the 
purpose of holding a Christmas dance. 

Mr. SPEAKER: TheHon. Leader of t h e t i o w  has arked 
leave of the House to proceed with this Resolution, and un- 
less there is any objection, leave will be granted the hon. 
member. 

There being no objection, leave was grunted the hon. 
member. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, thisisa financial 
matter; therefore, theHon. Leoderof theHoueair not com- 
petent to deal with it, and he has arked me to deal wlth it. 

Thir Resolution is for the rum of $250,000 to be ad- 
vanced from the Public Trearuryandplacedat the d i rpou l  
of the Governor-in-Executive Committee for the purpore of 
making advancer of W a r y  o r  wager to p r s o n s  in the em- 
ploy of the Government. 

Hon. member8 wlll n m e m b e r  lau year, rhortly altar 
the brginnlng of the c w n n t  rerrion, that rirnilaradvancer 1 wen made to m e m h n  of the ~ i v i l   orv vice, the U n e u b -  

Mr. WALCOTR 1 am not obpcdng but 1 am objecting Ilrhed Suff  and the Public L r v i c e  of thirlrlrndl but t h e n  
to th, methoqlr 1 do not Ilk8 thlr h a n g  about with the war a riturdon diUennt ktwem the R8loluLion for thr a 6  
Order Rprntot lo l o q  ago, Y o u  Honour war in the 1 w~c.. * r k h  W- mad. at t h ~ t  dn* andthe advencorwhich 



w e a r e  a t  present discussing. At that time, there were a r -  
r e a r s  of pay due to the members  of theUnestabUshedStaff, 
the Public Service and the Civil Service, and the advances 
were made pending the receipC of the a r r e a r s  of pay for  those 
public employees. In this instance, we areasking the House 
to approve of a Resolution toadvance money out of the Pub- 
lic Treasury for  the purpose of making advances to mem- 
bers of the Public Service. 
5.30 p.m. 

In doing so, i t  will be necessary f o r u s  to get the con- 
sent jn writing of the Public Servants towhom this facility 
Xs being granted so  that i f  any individual finds himself in  
such affluent circurnsUtnces that he does not want to  draw 
this money because he feels  that i t  would be too great  a 
hardship on him to pay i t  back in three months o r  three 
weekly instalments between the last  pay day i n  December 
before Cn-istmas and the end of the financial year  on the 
31st Marzh,, he can contract in o rder  not to  enjoy the facility 
which is being provided. We do consider i t  only reasonable 
that a t  a time of the year  when private enterprise makes 
substantial ex gratia payments in  the forms of bonuses to  
their employees, when there is a tremendousdifference be- 
turc: the purchasing of power of people in private enter- 
i j n s e  a s  against those whoareemployedinthe Government 
Service of this island - we consider that we should do 
something to put the Government employees notperhapsin 
quite a s  favourable a position a s  employees in  commerce 
and industry, but certainly in  a position where they do not 
have to hang down their  heads in  shame, especially to their  
~ h i l d r e n  and people who normally expect them tomeet  ex- 
tmordinary expenses. 

The purpose oi tnis Resolution therefore is to provide 
such advances to members  of the Government Service. The 
b a d s  on which the advances will be made will be found in 
the provisions (a) (b) and(c).In proviso(a) we have: "Gov- 
ernment employees who receive monthly sa la r ies  shall be 
eligible for advances equivalent to  25% of the net salary re- 
ceivable fo r  the month of December 1962 inaddition to such 
salary recievable." In  proviso (b) we have: "Members of 
the unestablished staffs and casual employees who would 
normally continue to  be employed undl the 31st March 
1963 shall be eligible fo r  advances of wages and/or salary 
equivalent to  twice the net  weekly earnings receivable 
during any average week i n  the month ofNovember o r  De- 
celnber 1962 in addition to  the wages and / o r  splpry nor- 
mally receivable during the month of December, 1962." 

If I may explain the distinction which has been made 
henveen monthly employees and members  of the unestab- 
lished staffs, monthly employees include School Teachers  
and members  of the Police Force who will receive 25 of 
their salary, if they elect to  do so, a s  a n  advance before 
Christmas, i n  addition to their  salarieswhichthey a r e  paid 
before Christmas during the month of December fo r  the 
month of December. The members  of the Unestablished 
Staffs, because they normally receive incomes which a r e  
f a r  below the incomes of members  of the Established Staffs, 
will be entitled to draw twoweeks' wages; and a s  to the way 
in which the two weeks' wages is calculated, some of these 
people may not have worked during themonth of December 
on account of the slowing down of Public Works, projects 
and considerations of that nature. However, theseamounts 
will be calculated on the weekly earnings receivable during 
any average week in the month ofNovemberor December, 
1962, in addition to the wages and o r  salary normally re- 
ceivable during the month of December, 1962. ~~~8 
members of the Established Staff will be receiving 2559 of 
their salaries. members  of the Unestablished Staff and 
casual workers  - 1 may say thatwe have different types of 
casual workers. We have the casual staff and the casual 
casual workers. A man who is employed on the Hospital 
project can be considered f o r  the next two years  a s  a per- 
manent casual employee. There a r e  some permanent casual 
workers who have been working f o r  ten yearsand they a r e  
eligible fo r  pension; they a r e  also those who have been taken 
on during the Government's c rash  programme a s  casual 
casual workers, who a r e  working a s  cantonniersout of crop 
season. These people would not normally be entitled to  any 
Christmas bonus for  the simple reasonthat these people can 
go back to the estates  to  cut canesduring the month of Jan- 

uary. The  people who go and work on the roads doing can- 
tonnier work may do s o  during the out-of~crop season and 
soon a f te r  Christmas these people return to  the sugar  
estates. Mr. Speaker, i t  would be administratively impos- 
sible - I am saying this f o r  the benefit of those who 
represent  ru ra l  consdtuencies - t o  make advances t o  the 
casual casual workers; we can only makeadvances to those 
who would be normally employed to the financial year  1963. 
We expect, a l l  things being equal, to recover these amounts 
in  twelve equal weekly instalments which will bring us up 
to the 31st March, 1963, o r  until the pay day immediately 
preceding the 31st March. 

1 sincerely hope that hon. members  will appreciate the 
difficulty in  the case of some peoplewhohave only worked 
for  about ten days i n  the Public Service o r  someone who 
was taken on during the c rash  programme a t  SeaweH. 
Finally, Sir, there is Proviso (c) in  which we have: "Such 
advances shall be deductedfromthe salaryand/orwages of 
each Government employee receiving same in equal monthly 
o r  weekly instalments a s  the case  may be between the pay 
day next following the date of the advance and the 31st 
March, 1963, with the consent of such employee in  writing 
to be obtained before theadvanceis made."The Resolution 
ends: 

RESOLVED that the Legislative Council be invited to 
concur herein, and if concurred in, 

RESOLVED that His Excellency the Governor be asked 
to assent and take the necessary stepstogive effect to this 
Resolution." 

1 beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. G. G. F E R G U m N :  1 beg to second that. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I want to knowif this is 
a question of largesse o r  a Resolution, because when 1 was  
speaking ear l i e r  about these Orders, i t  was said that this 
is an abstract Resolution, and you need not go into 
Committee. 
5.40 p.m. 

1 do not agree with it, but1 accept that. This  is money 
you a r e  going to take from the Treasury. I t  is t rue i t  is 
money which you have approved Civil Servants will draw 
from the financial year  until now, but you agree that they 
would draw that money under a Civil Establishment Order  
a t  such a rate  per month and not a t  a higher rate, which 
means that a t  this stage i n  the year you a r e  taking out of 
the Treasury more money that would be drawn under normal 
circumstances, and if you go back to the Clvil Establish- 
ment U s t ,  you will find that theamount of money you esti- 
mate you will spend is going to be $250,000 which a t  the 
end of Decemberwouldnot have been that figure i n  ordinary 
spending. 1 can understand that the Government has  done 
tMs f o r  many reasons.It is convenient to have a debate like 
this because last week when I was coming to the House, a 
member was told to finish his debate early because 1 was 
coming. I had no intention of speaking on the matter  on 
which the member was speaking, but that only shows the 
stupidity of members who t ry  to anticipate other people. 1 
have been to this House so  long that 1 have led people into 
believing 1 a m  going to speak on something, and when 1 do 
not speak they a r e  left deflated. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 have taken the place of the late Mr. 
A. E. S. Lewis. We have always protested against these 
abstract Resolutions. We accept them a s  money Resolutions 
which should pass  through the regular process of the House, 
because when this goes to the Other Place, they cannot fid- 
dle around with i t  o r  make an amendment and send i t  back 
here changing the amount to  $249,000. T h i s i s  why speakers 
have always disagreedonthat.1 shouldalso like to  take this 
opportunity to  remind the Hon. Premier  that when he is 
dealing with legislation and subsidiary legislation, he must 
bear  in mindthrt there a r e  some Orderswhich we pass  that 
the Governor-in-Executive Committee can pass  and youdo 
not need to come totheHouse. The Commissioner of Police 
can block Kensington o r  Roebuck Street without permission 
being granted from here, and the Governor+n-Executive 
Committee can give the people a t  the ~ a r &  the right t o  



hold r a c e s  three t imes  a week. This  is where the law is 
tripping the Hon. Premier .  He could not pass the  Rum Tax 
because stupidly the lawyers have frameda lawwhich says 
you can only do something if i t  appears in  the Officid Ga- 
zette, but i t  can be passed here a s  in  England. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a point of order, the rum tax 
is not i n  theofficial Gazette. 

Mr. WALWI'T: If 1 said "rum tax",l meant the beer 
tax to which he referred. 

Mr. SPEAKER: And the beer tax is not in  this Resolu- 
tion. (L augh t er). 

Mr. WALCO'TT: I a m  aware of that, but 1 think Your 
Honour is quite c lea r  that 1 did not want to prolong this 
argument ea r l i e r  with the Consumption Tax; s o  I do not 
want the Premier  to believe that we were  differing on the 
basis  of what the law was; we were differing on the basis  of 
the words he used, and that is why I said where a matter  
had to come to the Legislature i t  ceases  to be a matter  of 
courtesy; i t  is a matter  of right. TheGovernor-in-Executive 
Committee has a right to make regulations and we under- 
stand that and know why that is so, because if we came here 
to  discuss tax, people would sel l  a l l  the rum and by the 
t ime the tax is to be put on there would be no rum to be 
consumed. I should like to  know by what process  o r  com- 
putation you arr ived a t  $250,000.1 do not like this hurried 
business, because it is open to too many pitfalls. I have no 
objections to  advancing this money and putting $ I /4 million 
at  the disposal of the merchants a t  Christmas, because you 
would be priming the economic pump by putting more money 
in circulation a t  Christmas. 

In dealing with this Resolution, 1 want to  point out ce r -  
tain things. What is the distinction between a Government 
employee receiving a monthly salary and a member of the 
unestablished staff receiving a weekly salary? When you 
delve into these things, Mr. Speaker, these a r e  points that 
can arise. 1 a m  not doing this to  lead members  to adhere to  
what 1 say, but youhavenobasis for  sayingwhat youare go- 
ing to  give a man. W hen you give a man 25% of his monthly sal- 
a r y  that isequivalent t o a  week'spay. Why have youarrivedat 
a week's pay for  a man getting a monthly salary, and two 
weeks for  a man getting a weekly salary? A r e  you perpetuat- 
ing this same old time nonsense that a man who gets paid 
by the week is inferior to  the man who gets  paid by the 
month? There  a r e  workers  who get l e s s  by the month than 
those who work by the w e e k  T o  bring an example to  you, 
you can have a roadro l le r  a s  an unestablished man working 
f o r  more money thana Policemanwho is a recruit. One may 
be working for  $80 a month and will get $20 for  the week, 
but the man who is working for  $30 a week will get $60. 
What is the logic in i t ?  Why do you want to give a man with 
a low salary l e s s  than would amount to two weeks' pay? If 
you want to give two weeks' pay, you should be prepared to 
say that people working for  a salary up to a certain point 
would get two weeks, and persons abovethatwould get one 
week. You cannot come outwiththis carte blanche business 
of giving a man working f o r  a monthly salary 25% of that 
salary. What is the equality i n  that system? 

You want to  help a man of a certain income bracket a t  
Christmas to  buy afowl, turkey o r  ham; it is nothing to do 
with what he c a r r i e s  home. If a m a n i s  getting $80 a month 
he will get $20, and if a man is getting $25 a week he will 
get $50. That is where 1 want to  point out to the Hon. Pre- 
m i e r  that dealing with money is my business everyday. If 
you were  an employer and I was a Trade  Union and you 
came to me  with this  scheme, I would te l l  you the iniquity 
of this  scheme, because one of the basic iniquities of this 
scheme is that you pre-suppose that everybody being paid 
a monthly salary is paid a higher wage than a man who is 
working by the week. 
5.40 p.m. 

1 hope the Hon. P r e m i e r  is listening because he will 
understand. All of us  a r e  not blessedwith the same amount 
of knowledge on everything. The whole basis  of giving any- 
thing is based on n e e d  F a r  from that, a man working for  
$600 o r  $800 Uke the Attorney General really does not need 

your lending him this  piece of change because i t  is not that 
he cannot buy a piece of porktomake m e r r y  a t  Christmas. 
According to this Schedule, he can borrow up to $200. Now, 
what about the fellow who is not even getting $2007 T h e  
man who is getting $800 a month would not want his $200 
t o  buy a Christmas ham; hemay takei t  to  buy a refrigera- 
tor; but the man who is gettlng $200a month a s  salaryand . 
can get a loan of $50 may want to  send his children to 
~ u e e n ' s  Park  on Chris tmas morning to hear  the carols: so, 
naturally, he would want some money to buy a pa i r  of shoes 
and such things fo r  his children so  that they could go along. 

What 1 am pointing out to theHon. P r e m i e r  is that what 
you a r e  doing is not wrong, but the computation of the as-  
sessment is not right. On the basis  which you have here, 
you a r e  giving the man who is on the Established Staff o r  
is a Casual employee a better facility forgetting that a 
postman, although he is working f o r  a salary, is not bet ter  
off than a cantonnier. You have a lot of small  paid monthly 
people whom you a r e  only giving a loan of 25% of their  net 
monthly salary which is equal to about a week's pay. I t  does 
not matter  to the man who is working f o r  $600 o r  $800 a 
month, but i t  does not meanmuch to the man who is working 
f o r  under $200 a month. I frankly say that you should not 
bring a Resolution like this because how canyou reconcile 
your fo rmer  statement about increases of the CLvilServants 
who were above a cer tain ra i se  of pay? How would you 
reconcile your statement to  say these samepeopleare en- 
titled to a Chris tmas advance? 

In the f a r  days, Your Honour on making a pronounce- 
ment f o r  the giving of a Christmas bonus, had i n  mind the 
poorest in  the Civil Service and youwere not aiming a t  the 
granting of it t o  such persons a s  those who work i n  the 
brackets of $400 and over  per month. A man in that bracket 
a t  least should be able to provide f o r  himself and his family 
something a t  Christmas. If you want to  withdraw $250,000 
f rom the Treasury  between now and the end of December, 
l will tell  you that you should spread that money amongst 
the l a rger  sections of the Service whoworkin the smaller  
brackets s o  that it would have a g rea te r  meaning. 

1 want to polrlt this matter  out to the Hon Premier. I do 
not know how yo:& :rrived a t  this $250,000 because i t  says  
that the amount required should not exhaust $250,000.1 do 
not know how you a r r ived  a t  it, if you did s o  by taking 
everybody i n  the sa331-y scale  o r  if you arr lved a t  it by 
taking a percentage of the people who a r e  likely to apply. 
From what the Hon. P r e m i e r  has here, Government em- 
ployees who receive a monthly salary shall be eligible f o r  
an advance of 25% i n  addition to such salary receivable, 
which means that postmen and a l l  such people in  the avil 
Establishment would get one month's pay and about one 
week's pay in advance. Then the Hon. P r e m i e r  say that 
members  of the Unestablished Saff  and Casual employees 
who would normally continue to be employed until 31st 
March, 1963 would be eligible foradvances tntwice the net 
weekly earnings receivable during any average weekinthe 
month of November o r  December in  addition to  the wages 
o r  salary normally receivable during the month of Decem- 
ber. 1 heard the Hon. P r e m i e r  say - 1 do not know what 
is the position i n  the Government Service - that they must 
give notice in  writing. I t  means that if a man cannot read 
and write, he is outside the pale of grace. 1 do not know if 
by your giving notice inwriting, theHon. P r e m i e r  means t o  
say that somebody can do thewriting f o r  you. 1 say that be- 
cause when you say you must give notice in  writing, that has  
i t s  own distinction. I t  means i t  has  to  be written and some- 
one may argue that i t  has  to  be written and signed by the 
person. Anyhow, that is a small matter  because there a r e  
not many people who cannot read and write. 

Sir, 1 have no objection to what is being done. What 1 
do not quite agree  with is that you a r e  lending people i n  
the Unestablished Saff  two weeks' pay and you a r e  asking 
them to pay i t  back in 12 weeks' time. Of course, 1 do not 
consider that length of time unreasonable. (AVOICE: They 
have forms on which the personwill just attach a pen.) O.K. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 0. K. is not a Barbadian term. 

Mr. WALCCYTT: I t  is a Barbadian term. Maybe some 
day you may evolve a language of speaking In Barbadian 



t e r m s  in thisHouse just Ukethe Americans have the Amer- 
ican language a s  distinct from the English. 

Mr. Speaker, i f  the Hon. Premier  can see with the point 
which 1 have been making on the totalbasis of dealing with 
the salary structure, he can have the text of the Resolution 
so  amended to ca r ry  out his  wholeintention. Lastly, a man 
working by the week isgoingtogettwo weeks' pay. And the 
man who is working for  an equivalent pay by the month is 
only going to get one week's pay but that is so  because he is 
i n  thac exalted position. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 know for  what 1 am saying 1 would have 
your wholehearted support. 1 feel the magnetism coming 
from the Chair to say what l am saying. but i t  is only be- 
cause your exalted position does notallow youto enter  into 
debates. 

Those a r e  the points which I have to make on this 
Resolution, I t  is a very good innovation and 1 am not so  
old fashionedas to say that youcannot make these advances; 
but I would like to see you aiming a t  giving consideration to 
the points of opinion which 1 have just raised. 

Mr. ORBIN: Mr. Speaker, 1 deem it a pleasure to 
support a Resolution of this nature this evening.This Reso- 
lution is seeking to give an advance to casual workers and 
to a l l  Government employees in o rder  that they can have 
some additional money to spend a t  Christmas. I just heard 
the hon. senior member fo r  St. Pete r  commenting on those 
who a r e  working for  large salar iesand those who a r e  work- 
ing f o r  small salaries. 1 want the hon. member to realise 
that there a r e  some people in big holes and they need to be 
lifted up and there a r e  somepeoplein small holes who also 
need to be lifted up. 
6.00 p.m. 

1 am saying, Sir, that a tcer taint imesthe little man is 
satisfied with what he is getting and the big man will a lso 
be satisfied with what he is getting. This money is f o r  the 
purpose of meeting the needs especially of those who a r e  
in difficult positions. At this time of the year  we a l l  know 
that not only the litt le man has  expenses to meet o r  debts 
to be paid, but the big manalsoneeds money to pay off his  
bills. 1 think i t  is necessarythatallthose who a r e  working 
in the Government employment should receive thisadvance 
payment. However, there is one thing which l want to  say. 
I t  is this; a s  to the people who a r e  working a t  the sugar  
factories, 1 would be glad if theGovernmentwould make i t  
possible to utilise some of the Provident Fund that they 
have in s tore for  the benefit of thesepoor factory workers 
who have been laid off without agy consideration being given 
to them and who a r e  yet wafting and perishing. I am quite 
certain that some factories have been abandoned and the 
workers  who were employed a t  these factories cannot get 
one penny. These poor people a r e  not employed; they a r e  
walking about the s t ree t s  hungry and desolate. 1 would be 
glad if the Government would utilise some of the Provident 
Fund for the benefit of those workers who have been laid 
off because of the abandonment of the factories. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 should like to remindthe hon. mem- 
ber  that this Resolution deals with persons who a r e  in  the 
employ of the Government. 

Mr. CORBIN: I a m  making a n  appeal to the Govern- 
ment on behalf of those who a r e  not working. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think that the hon. memberhas made 
his  point and a word to the wise is sufficient. 

Mr. CORBIN: I thank you, Mr. Speaker, l remember 
that this Government brought down a Resolutlon to this 
House last year, and a s  regards people throughout the 
Island of Barbados, some of them danced, some sang and 
some rejoiced knowing that they would get a n  advance pay- 
ment so as to pay off their debts. Some of these people 
said that they could pay off their  debts, some of them said 
that they could buy a pair  of shoes, some said that they 
could have a nice suit and some saidthat the; could have a 
nice Christmas dinner, because they were asking for  this 
facility o r  benefit from the last  Government but they did not 

get Lt. They thanked Godthatthey had sent the right men to 
this House and that we had remembered them. For  that 
reason, Mr. Speaker, 1 a m  Supporting the passing of this 
Resolution and f o r  those who a n  r e c d ~ l n g  this benefit 
l wish them a happy Christmas. 

Mr. MO'ITLEY: Mr. Speaker.1 do not believe that any- 
body would expect me  to oppose this Resolution because 1 
think every hon. member of this House quite well knows 
that example is better than precept. 1 have had the ex- 
perience of leadlng the way i n  this matter  even a t  the 
suggestion of being sent to prison by the last  Government 
fo r  doing so because they said that1 was breaking the law. 
However, there a r e  one o r  two things with which I must 
agree, things which the hon. senior member for  St. Pe te r  
has  said. When 1 read  the text of this Resolution, I was 
somewhat disappointed because 1 think l remember listen- 
ing a few nights ago to what was said in  the public square, 
and if I recall correct ly  what was said,it was to the effect 
that this advance was to be given to people in  the Service 
below a certain bracket. 1 will say here and now that a t  
t imes you must save people from themselves. 1 was born 
i n  Barbados and I have lived here; 1 was born without any 
type of spoon, and therefore I know what i t  is to have 
nothing. On the other hand,I do not believe that people who 
a r e  getting $400 a month inBarbados should be encouraged 
i n  getting any loan. People who a r e  working for  $400 a 
month and over should be saved from themselves; i t  is my 
view that i t  is not really necessary for  a person who is 
receiving that salary to be granted this  loan even if he is 
renting a house, because his  children can have a happy 
Christmas on that salary which he draws on the 19th day 
of December, 1962.1 think that these loans should be made 
to people who a r e  receiving salar ies  below $400 a month. 

Mr. Speaker, I am wondering whether the Hon. Pre-  
mier  would see  the necessity fo r  making a change. This  
is something with which 1 have had to do for many years  
and I can say that we have never lost one cent. The money 
was paid back beginning from the 1s t  January to the end of 
the financial year. If you a r e  making a loan of two weeks* 
wages to persons in  the Unestablished Staff - 1 think that 
a l l  the workers who earn $22 a week and s o  on will be 
loaned $40; but if you take the lower brackets of the Civil 
Service - 1 think of the School Teachers  and a lot of 
young men who a r e  marr iedandwhoare receiving between 
$100 and $120 a month - youwill loan them $30. When you 
loan these people in  the Unestablished Staff two weeks' 
wages, you a r e  really lending them more money in actual 
fact than you a r e  lending these other people. 1 am not 
objecting to this  Resolution, but you a r e  also lending 
money to the monthly paid worker who, in  fact, will go up 
higher than those who a r e  only drawing salar ies  like $80 
a month and $100 a month. A s  a matter  of fact, you still 
have Postmen, Teachers, junior Civil Servants and such 
people who a r e  coming into the Service. You have P o r t e r s  
and the like, and, according to the basis  of this Resolution, 
they will get two weeks' wages. 
6.10 p.m. 

Let us take i t  in  figures. At $100 a month a man will 
get $25 a week, but a carpenter working for  $5.50 a day - 
and you have a scale  in  your service - is going to get $55 
o r  nearly $60.1 favour this Resolution, and while 1 do not 
suggest interfering with the amount, 1 do not favour lending 
people working for  over $400 a month. l say that because I 
feel people can be saved from themselves.lf you lend peopls 
working for  over  $400 a month, they a r e  going to be reck- 
less. A man is entitled to have fun and provide something 
f o r  h i s  family, but1 amnot  hearingthe argument that a man 
worldng f o r  $400 is infinitely worse  off than a man work- 
ing for  $80. $400 is $400any part of the world, and a $400- 
a-month man cannot go begging a t  ChSfstmas unless he is 
one of these rummies who want to  "lick out" money from 
shop to shop. 1 do not agree that you should lend a $--a- 
month man to encourage him toliveabovehis means. When 
you lend this money you a r e  not lending it to buy rum o r  a 
ham alone; you a r e  lending i t  s o  that the man can give Us 
wife o r  woman to buy clothes f o r  his children to go in the 
Park  o r  to 5 o'clock service like anybody else 's  ch i ld  1 Q 
not agree that you are lending it f o r  a man t o  have a s p r e e  
o r  go to night clubs three o r  fourt imes i n  Christmas week. 
1 was never able t o  do it and I do not encourage any a v i l  



Servant to  do i t  either. As a matter  of fact, whenever 1 hear  
that a Civil Servant is always doing that, l can swear  that 
something is going on i n  some Department. W hen a person 
can spend$25 a night four t imes a week i n  night clubs, there 
must  be some "bauball" going on. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 want the Minister of Trade  to  listen. 
I t  pains me  to see  the planes bringing back people from 
America who went on the scheme, and 1 feel something is 
going wrong some place. 1 am not accusing anybody for  
taking money to send somebody to America, but I know 
there a r e  a lot of 'hard-hand' menwhoare willing to  work 
who have been turned down, while a lot of ' soft-hand' people 
a r e  getting selected and go toplay saga-boy.1 always view 
that with suspicion. I counsel the Minister of Trade  to  go 
into this m a n e r  seriously. If I had my way, everytime yoti 
sent them out and they returned without fulfilling the con- 
tract,  I would send everyone to goal. They a r e  messing 
up the scheme and starving 200 o r  300 people; they a r e  
hampering the lives of many peoplewhowouldgo to Ameri- 
ca  and work. 1 was  not a swivel chair  man a l l  the time; I 
saw hell. (Mr. SMITH: Order.) You a r e  not in  the Chair 
now. Do you think you a r e  in  the Mechanic's chair? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. member address  the 
Chair. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: With the greatest respect.1 have never 
done anything else. That is howl feelabout the matter, Mr. 
Speaker, and i t  makesno difference to meif i t  is published. 
Mr. Speaker, I support the Resolution; but like the hon. 
senior member fo r  St. Pe te r  1 suggest to  the Hon. Premier  
not to  lend people who a r e  getting9400a month. This  sur- 
pr ises  me  because 1 did not understanditin that way when 
1 heard the Premier  i n  his speech a few nights ago. The  
great  majority of monthly people who will borrow will 
be in the $80, $100 and $120 class  and you will only be 
lending them between $20 and $30, while carpenters, ma- 
sons, porters  etc. who work for  $20 a week will get $40 
which is two weeks' pay. 1 suggest to  the Hon. P r e m i e r  to  
go into the matter  and look a t  it from that aspect. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, 1 aminfavourof this Reso- 
lution and anything that will help the people of this country. 
In making loans of this nature, one can clearly see that the 
Government is out to help a certain c l a s s  of people, but 1 
do not think that those working for  $600 o r  $BOO should 
want a loan. 1 would keep my eyes on a man working for  
$800 and applied for  a loan of this sort.  (Laughter). Now, 
Sir, 1 would prefer  when i t  comes tomen working for  $200 
o r  $240 for the Government to give them 25% of their sala- 
r y  by way of a bonus, and i t  would not kill this Govern- 
ment. (Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 do not agree  with that.) Mr. 
Speaker, 1 am not speaking to the hon. senior member f o r  
Bridgetown; 1 am addressing the Chair, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ignore him completely when youare on 
your feet. 

Mr. SMITH: 1 allowed him to speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. I amafraidl  allowedhim to speak. 

Mr. SMITH: What1 wouldlike to  see the Government do 
is to establish a Loan Fund to help family men who a r e  
working for  small sa la r ies  i n  c a s e  of sickness, where h i s  
wife o r  children have to pay f o r  operations and things of 
that sort. That is what ishitringthepoor man today. There  
a r e  some men working for$2OOor $300a month and have a 
wife and six o r  eight childrenwho have to pay doctor bills. 
We should t ry to consider them, because many people have 
passed to the Great  Beyond through lack of attention and 
c a r e  because they did not have the wherewithal to get 
medical aid. 
6.20 p m .  

There  should be some Fund establishedin theGovern- 
ment Service to  lend avil Servants money so that they 
would be able to  pay f o r  doctor's fees  and things of that 
sor t  and to help keep their  family going. But a t  this  late 
hour you a r e  coming down with a Resolution so  a s  to lend 
Uvi l  Servants 25% of their  salary and some a r e  going to 
borrow it without any use f o r  i t  a t  the moment, but when the 
time comes to pay i t  back, i t  would become very hard on 
them. 

We have to consider, a s 1  said just now, the family man. 
You have today some people working; they a r e  still  a t  
home with their  father and mother; they haveno responsi- 
bility whatsoever and they a r e  working for  a good salary. 
The same facility is handedouttothem.it should be just a s  
the hon. senior member fo r  8. P e t e r  has said: that you lend 
to the monthly man i n  the small bracket in the same way a s  
you a r e  lending to the weekly man. I would say that what you 
a r e  doing here is an insult to the monthly man because i f  a 
man is working for  $200 a month he would get a loan of $50 
and i f  a weekly man isworkingfor  $20 a week he would get 
a s  much a s  $40. There  shouldbe no difference and the man 
who is working by the month has  more responsibility to his 
job. H i s i s  a job which ca l l s for  talent and intellectual abili- 
ty and you a r e  giving the one who is working by the week 
more; therefore, the monthly paid man is not going to feel 
too happy. Of course, I know that youcannot please every- 
body a t  the same time. 

You a r e  trying to help and you a r e  going t o  help. 
Remember that i t  is to those people whom you have given a n  
increase of salary and wages that you a r e  now going to help. 
You have some oldGovernment Pensioners whowere off the 
line f o r  years  without any increase of pensions, and they 
have to exist on that small  pittance. T h e  present Govern- 
ment can see its way to provide $250,000 to help the ones 
who have been helped already, and the poor Government 
pensioners whom 1 know of and whom every Government 
member knows of who should be getting a little pittance, 
even a fifty cents  more this monthandnext month, a r e  yet 
popped up. 1 hope the present Government will see  to i t  
that these pensioners a r e  given a little more. A s  1 warned 
members  of the Government Pany, these pensioners s t i l l  
have two Xs. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Of course, a f te r  single-member con- 
stituencies come into effect, they will spoil their votes if 
they mark two Xs. 

Mr. SMITH: We do not have single-member constituen- 
c ies  yet and, a s  the hon. member f o r  St. Pe te r  said sotto 
w c e ,  you can pu? two X s  opposite one name. 

However, Sir, we must be more  considerate to these 
poor pensioners. 1 tabled a Resolution of this sor t  l as t  year  
and i t  was passed: but i t  did not come to anything. 1 dare- 
say it  must have been too late  to  do anything about it. 

Mr. Speaker, a s  I have said, anything to help the poor 
of this country 1 a m  here to give my support. Regardless 
of whose Party i t  comes from, I will vote fo r  it; but 1 still  
feel, although this may make my colleagues laugh again, 
that instead of asking the people to pay this advance back 
in three months' time, you should make it six months. (A 
VOICE: You a r e  giving them until the end of the financial 
year; you cannot go over that.) An hon. member talks of 
the financial year. W hen youare using the words "financial 
year", that is no excuse. If 1 were  one of those porters  o r  
cantonniers and 1 took i l l  i n  January and could not work 
for  sometime, and the financial year  came to an end, what 
will happen? You will have to wait until I repay it. Most of 
these people who will get this money have their  children 
and they have other commitments. 1 a m  putting this to 
you, because of their  other commitments --let us  say that 
they have to pay so much f o r  house rent, s o  much f o r  the 
education of their  children and s o  much f o r  other things - 
although this loan will only be $25, with three months o r  
twelve weeks i n  which to pay i t  back, i t  will be a hard hit 
to them. I t  is the person whowears the shoe that feels  the 
pinch of i t  and I appeal to the Government, if they can s e e  
their  way, to make it repayable i n  six month's time. 1 a m  
maldng this appealfor those smal l  salar ied people. These 
people did not know that Government was going to lend them 
this money and some of them may have borrowed from 
somebody else already and they might have other payments 
to meet; s o  I a m  appealing to the Government to  make i t  
six months instead of three months. 

Mr. COWARD: Mr. spePlrcr, thls debate was going on 
f o r  some t ime and 1 a m  s u r e  that you have displayed the 
pdence of Job. 1 Q not want t o  take advantage of your 
patience, but 1 would just like t o  say that 1 a m  pleased t o  
support this Resolution. 1 always feel  that it is a good t h b g  
when we a r e  able to  make people feel happy. And cerPLnly 



this loan to people in  the Public Service must make those 
who receive it  feel happy although 1 would be glad if in  
the future Government would s e e  i t s  way not only t o  loan 
these employees but a t  Christmastime togive them a little 
bonus. 1 would be pleased when the time comes around to 
considei the Annual Estimates, knowing how muchitwould 
take to  give these people a loan, that you set  aside some- 
thing in the Estimates to give them a bonus which would not 
have to be repaid. A s  regards this loanwhich you a r e  mak- 
ing to  them, I will not say that i t  should extend over three 
months because 1 know that the endof the financial year  is 
the 31st March and everything should be closed by that 
time. I h o w  whenever anything is started, it generally 
finishes on the other leg. You s ta r t  loaning them now, but 
in  t ime to come you may find it possible to  give. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, no hon. member 
appears to be in disagreement with the propooals which 
Government has introduced in this Resolution to make an 
advance to members  of the Public Service of this Island. 
6.30 p m .  

Various amendments, not of a formal nature, but tenta- 
tive amendments have been advanced by some hon. mem- 
bers, and suggestions have been made to, and s tr ic tures  
have been levelled against, theGovernment fo r  discrimina- 
ting against employees who receive their sa la r ies  on a 
monthly basis. Those a r e  the main objections which, 1 
understand. were levelled during the course of the debate 
on this  Resolution; the rationale of these c r i t i c i smsis  that 
there a r e  Government employees who receive very small  
salar ies  although they receive them every month. The hon. 
senior member fo r  the City himself has expressed that he 
heard some tentative suggestion made on a public plat- 
form - 1 presume that the hon. member was referring to 
m e  - to  the effect that a line would be drawn somewhere 
in the vicinity of the $300or$400a month salaried people, 
and that those below that line would receive an extra two 
weeks' wages and those above the line would receive no 
extra money a t  a l l  on their Christmas pay day. I want 
t o  make myself c l e a r  because there must have been about 
15,000 people a t  a meeting recently a t  which I did make a 
statement to  the effect that the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee was giving consideration to the question of 
extending this facility again to Government employees this  
year a s  we did in  1961. l said that we were considering 
whether there should be a line of distinction drawn some- 
where between the $200 o r  $300 a month mark. I did not 
commit myself to any statement that there would be any 
distinction. If I had a cut and dried proposal 1 would have 
made an announcement then, although I thinkit is better to  
make announcements of this kind in this House. 

1 want to go on record a s  saying that 1 did not lay it 
down that we would make a distinction to this community. 
1 was not in  the Island last  year  when salar ies  were paid 
out, but 1 understand that there was  a tremendous upsurge 
of activity in  Bridgetown wNch could be mostly attributed 
to the advance made by the Government a t  the time. T h i s  
is not a gift o r  a bonus; l want to say that a t  such time a s  
the national income of Barbados begins to increase by leaps 
and bounds a s  a direct result of the activity of Civil Ser- 
vants, and that increase is over and above the net rate of 
population growth, I certainly would actively consider the 
question of giving a production bonus to the Civil Servants. 
1 am not a t  a l l  satisfied that the Civil Service is creating 
production in the Island, but we a r e  trying to make that 
production in the economic sense of the word; we a r e  trying 
to promote activities of thts &d. 

Your Honour. f o r  a long number of years, brought 
forward a Resolution relative to  the payment of a Christmas 
bonus to  a l l  Public Works employees of a certain level. 
1 do not think that this Resolution inany way does violence 
to  the principle o r  principles, which Your Honour has 
expressed from time to time, of a production bonus. A s  a 
matter  of fact, I remember that e i ther  last  year  o r  in  the 
year  before when a s imilar  Resolution was moved, Your 
Honour accepted the principle of a loan, showing some 
d e p r t u r e  from the stand whlch you had originally taken, 
that there should be a loan for  Public Works employees, 
p r t t c u l a r l y  the Key Scale workers. 1 do not like to re- 

mind hon. members  of their  sins of omission and o r  com- 
mission in the past, but 1 have a slight recollection that the 
hon. junior member f o r  6t. Joseph, who is now agitating 
for  a f ree  @ft o r  grant o r  production bonus to be made to 
these members  of the Civil Establishment staffinthe Gov- 
ernment Service - 1 seem to rememberthatwhen a mem- 
ber  of his  own Party saw the writing on the wall and 
realising that the compromise which Your Honourmadeat 
the time was unanswerable from the point of view of sound 
public finance and budgeting, when the then hon. junior 
member f o r  the City made this amendment which Your 
Honour accepted, the h o n  junior member for  St. Joseph 
opposed the idea even of granting a loan. Now that he is...... 

Mr. SMITH: On a point of order. Except the Premier  
is twisting things he is not living ...... 

Hon. & W. BARROW: 1 ask the hon. member t o  with- 
draw that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. member make h i s  point 
of order. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the House is 
divided on this issue. An amendment was moved by the then 
hon. junior member for  the City, and1 said that my recol- 
lection is that the hon. junior memberfor  S. joseph voted 
against the idea of granting a loan. i f  he te l ls  me now that 
he belonged to the Government Party then andhe is  repent- 
ant now, 1 will accept that; but do not let the hon. member 
say that 1 am twisting things. There  a r e  other hon. mem- 
b e r s  who might have done 20 years '  servicein this House, 
there a r e  some of us who have done ten years'  o r  eighteen 
years'  service, and some of us have been here for  no more  
than two years  when this Resolution was opposed by hon. 
members  on the opposite side. 

Mr. MOl'TLEY: On a point of order. What does the 
hon. member mean by saying members  on the opposite 
side? 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I do not mean members of the 
Opposition Party. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Oh[ Because we led the way i n  
this matter. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: The position is, Sir, that des- 
pite the fact that the Government inherited a tremendous 
budget deficit a s  a result of the Jacobs' report, the Gov- 
ernment still  felt that i t  would not be doing violence to 
the principles of sound financing if this advance was made; 
but i t  is onlyelementary that the House is only committed 
to  expenditure from year  to year, and the financial year  
ends on the 31st of March in each and every year. We 
cannot make proposals which would cut a c r o s s  the right of 
the Mintster of Finance o r  the House to  make proposals 
within the financial year. 

Why was there a distinction drawn between salar ied 
workers  and those who work casually? 
6.40 p m .  

If we attempted to ca te r  f o r  a l l  the anomalies which 
would necessarily a r i s e  out of such a fonnula, we would 
never get this Resolution through the HoUSe, and we could 
never get the money paid out by the 19th December, because 
it would present the Accountant ~ e n e r a l ' s  Office and the 
people i n  the several  Departments who make out the vouch- 
ers with s o  many accounting difficulties, that i t  would be 
virtually impossible, in addition to the preparation of the 
nonnal  monthly and weekly vouchers and wage sheets, f o r  
us to invoke any fonnula whlch catered f o r  every posslble 
anomaly which would arise. 1 wouldnot like the hon. senior  
member f o r  St. Pete r  o r  any other member here to think 
that Government has rushed into this  a s  a sor t  of miracle  
which we a r e  trying to produce to get us  over some diffi- 
cult situation, some disquiet in the country o r  anything of 
that kind. A s  1 said on a public platform, Government was  
considering the matter  for  a long time and we a r e  trying 
eo a r r ive  a t  some kind of formula which would not operate 
t o  the detriment of the people who a r e  the recipients of 
these advances. 



Now let m e  attempt, Sir, to explain very, very briefly 
why this particular formula was a r r ived  at. By and large, 
people who receive monthly salar ies  receive more  money 
than people who receive weekly salarfes. That is so  not only 
h Barbados but a lmost  in  every other country. I t  is to be 
admitted that there a r e  people in  receipt of monthly salar ies  
who get l e s s  money than people in  receipt of weekly salaries. 

Mr. Speaker, a t  this stage 1 want to  move that Stand- 
ing Order  No. 5 be suspended so  that this  debate may 
continue. There  is one other all, an amendment to the 
Rum Duty Act, which we would like to  have done. I do not 
think i t  would take more  than half an hour altogether. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has not completed 
his  speech. He has only intimatedhis desire  to have Stand- 
ing Order  No. 5 suspended 

Hon. W. A. CRAW FORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move 
that Standing Order  No. 5 be suspended for  the remainder 
of today's sitting. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that. 

Mr. WALCO'IT: With al l  due respect to you. Sir, 1 
protest against that method. If you ever  indulge in that, you 
a r e  indulging in a n  extremely dangerous precedent.1 would 
say that that would reduce Parliament to something we 
would not like i t  to be. We cannot have i t  that way. You 
cannot have the Hon. P r e m i e r  in the middle of a speech, 
hearing the chimes of the bell and remembering he has not 
made this motion, sitting down a s  though he had completed 
his speech. We a r e  in the House, and if the Hon. P r e m i e r  
s i t s  down, he has completed his  speech. Mr. Speaker, 
1 will withdraw completely from this House in  protest 
against this action which youwill permit today, because you 
would be reducing Parliament to  somethingwe cannot have. 
We can go on af ter  7 o'clock. Who decreed by law that we 
cannot meet af ter  7 o'clock. This  is Government's time; 
so  what is wrong with going on? If Your Honour accepts 
that, 1 want to say 1 will withdraw because I would be pro- 
testing against this ruling and would show my disgust and 
disapproval by withdrawing. No member can s i t  down in 
the middle of a speech and make a motion. We must have 
behaviour in ParLiament. 1 a m  not accepting that any mem- 
ber can withdraw his  speech and another member can get 
up and make a motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The  point of o rder  has been made. 1 
will say this: i twasintimated to me  by the Hon. Leader of 
the House that in  view of the fact that the sitting might be 
completed within a short time af ter  the time when we would 
normally have to suspend, he would be moving before7 
o'clock that the Standing Order  be suspended, and there is 
precedent for  it. A s  1 said, there is precedent fo r  such a 
motion being made before 7 o'clock when normally the 
S t t ing  would have to be suspended 

Mr. WALCOTT: What question a r e  you putting? 

Mr. SPEAKER: In view of the fact that the Hon. Leader  
of the House had given m e  the intimation that he would be 
making this motion before 7 o'clock, when theHon. P r e m i e r  
who was on his feet intimated that he sought to  give way in 
o rder  that the motion could be made by the Leader  of the 
House, 1 allowed him to discontinue his  speech in o rder  that 
the Leader of the House may make the motion f o r  the sus- 
pension. I & not disagree that i t  is not a desirable thing 
f o r  a speech to be interrupted f o r  a motion of this kind to 
be made. In fact, I agree  that it is unfortunate that i t  had 
t o  be s o  this afternoon. 

The question that Standing Order No. 5 be suspended 
w a s  put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Standing Order  No. S is now suspended 
and the Hon. and Learned Premier  may resume his speech. 

Mr. WALCOTT le f t  the Chamber. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I should resume 
my speech by saying s ic  transit gloria mundi. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All debate should be conducted i n  the 
English language in this House. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: 1 was not debat inb Sir; 1 was  
making an aside.1 was  on the point of disclosing the reasons 
behind ..... 

Mr. S P E . 4 K E R  l e f t  the Choir and Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER 
took the Chair. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, beforeHiS 
Honour left the Chair, I was disclosing to hon. members  the 
reasons behind Government's decision not todiscriminate 
in the entitlement of public employees to  advances of 
salary during the month of December. We have made no 
distinction between salar ied officers and members  of the 
Unestablished Staff and weekly paid workers. There  a r e  
several reasons; but if 1 may enumerate some of them, the 
f i rs t  reason is this: i t  would be extremely difficult f o r  us  
administratively and from the accounting point of view to 
say that people below $300 o r  $400 a month would be en- 
titled to two weeks, and those above would not be entitled 
to it. Not only would i t  be administratively and from an 
accounting point of view difficult, but we feel it would be 
unfair and inequitable to  make sucha disdnction.We have 
clearly said that a l l  public employees may draw these 
advance S. 

6.50 p.m. 

We know that some of them will not and we a r e  stating 
that none of them must draw them. Any person who is in 
receipt of such a large salary, if he feels  he does not need 
any advance, need not to  draw i t  a t  all. 

The reason why we made the decision between 25% of 
those drawing monthly sa la r ies  and two weeks' pay f o r  
those whoareworkingbytheweekisthat  a s  a general rule, 
looking at  the overall  salary, people who a r e  in  receipt of 
monthly salar ies  receive more than people who receive 
weekly wages, I t  is true that you get, say, a foreman o r  
some people like those working a t  the Pumping Station 
and some people who a r e  working overtime, who a r e  paid 
by the week receiving more money than say a Postman o r  
a Long Grade Clerk o r  a Police Constable. That is possi- 
ble: but, by and large, if you look a t  the ~ a c o b s '  Report 
and compare the wages of the Key Scale Workers with other 
people under the "L" Scale and the other sca les  f o r  the 
Unestablished Staff, you will find that the maximum f o r  
those i n  the Unestablished Staff is somewhat below o r  the 
minimum f o r  Civil Servants. T h i s  is not a hard and fast  
rule, but i t  is the general picture. If the monthly workers  
on an average receive more money than weekly workers, 
the next question you may ask is why advance him only 
25% when on the border line you advance two weeks' pay 
to a fellow who just receives a lit t le lower than the other 
fellow? When you give a man $20 and he does not have s o  
large a family a s  the man workingfor$20 a week to whom 
you give $40, that does not leave him much in debt, i t  does 
not make very much impression on his repaying i t  in  
three instalments a s  i t  would i f  he w a s  granted double the 
amount and has to repay i t  in  three instalments. The man 
who is working by the week has  12 weeks to  repay his; s o  
the twelve instalments would not make a s  great  an effect 
on him a s  the man who works by the month and has  t o  pay 
i t  back in threemonths. Let us say that a man gets  a salary 
of $200 a month. That means that youare  going to advance 
him $50. He is already in a higher standard than a man 
working for  $20 a week. The man working f o r  $20 a week 
can get an advance of $40. But he has 12 weeks In which to 
repay it. Will you wisely advise that this  man getting $200 
a month be advanced $1007 W e  say "No; because the man 
working f o r  $200 per month does not need a s  much money 
a s  the man working by the week". The  argument advanced 
by the hon. senior  member forSt. P e t e r i s  that he does not 
believe i n  the distlncdon. The man who is getting 25% -- and 
let  us  say that he is in the  $200 bracket and he is advanced 
$50 -will have t o  repay that in th ree  months' t ime which is 
equivalent to  $16.66 per month, and the man worldng f o r  
$20 a week who will be advanced $40 has  twelve weeks to  



repay his and which would be equivalent to $3.33 which 
would be easier.  The man working by the mmth  may also 
have to pay for  furniture, may also be paying off a Gov- 
ernment loan f o r  a house and al l  of that; so  from the two 
points of view he does notneedasmuch extra money. You 
also must bear in mind that he will be going to the Treasury 
and drawing $200 plus this extra $50 and he only has six 
days in  which to spend it; so tha t i s  f a r  more than the man 
who will be getting his week's pay of $20 and $40 advanced 
to him, making i t  $60. I s  the hon. member seriously saying 
that we must advance the salary man 50% instead of 25z7 
Once you accept the principle that a man working for  a 
salary draws more  money than the peoplewhowork by the 
week, you can see the fairness  of the Government's argu- 
ment that the advance of the monthly workers should be l e s s  
than to weekly workers. That is the reasoning of the Gov- 
ernment in this matter. 

1 want to say again that i t  is almost impossible to 
work out a formula which would please everybody, but 1 
am sure  that we a r e  doing a good thing here; and if we had 
given monthly workers  the same consideration and facili- 
ty we had given the UnestablishedStaff andcasual workers, 
the same hon. member who is complaining now would say 
that we should have left out the monthly workers altogether. 
Now we have given the people a t  the bottom more hon. 
members  complain. Whenever this period is over, whenever 
this sessioncomes toanend, wheneverwe have an election, 
you have people in Barbados whom you have not been able 
to please. You can only do your best, something which 
will be best fo r  the greatest number - and that is the 
general principle which we have adopted a t  a l l  times. 

The question that the Resolution do now pass was 
put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

THE RUM DUTY (AMENDMENT) (No. 2) ACT, 1962 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 beg 
to move that the Bill toamend the Rum Duty Act, 1906, be 
the next Order  of the Day. 

Notice of this Bill was given ear l i e r  today and a t  that 
time we gave notice that we were going to proceed with i t  
in  a l l  i t s  stages. la ter  today. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

The question was  put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order  of the Day 
stands in the name of the Hon. Leader of the House: to move 
the second reading of a Bill to amend the Rum Duty Act, 
1906 - 6. 
7.00 p.m. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the RumDuty Act, 
1906 - ba t  Section22 and sub-section(4) reads a s  follows:- 

"Every owner of a licensed still  shall pay to the Colo- 
nial Treasury the sum of eight cents on every proof gallon 
of rum distilled o r  re-dis t i l lea  the payment of which shall 
be subject to the provisions of section fifty-seven of this 
Act." 

That is the Act of 1906 - 6; the Colonial Treasury is 
now the Accountant General. The purpose of thisBill  is to 
amend the Act a t  Section 22 and so make provision for  the 
payment of this eight cents which has been described a s  a 
distiller 's fee o r  license - i t  is really an excise tax but i t  
has  never been described a s  that - paid on rum f o r  local 
consumption. The effect of the amendment which we a r e  
introducing to the Act will be to leave the price of rum in 
Barbados exactly where i t  is. There is not a quarter o r  one 
eighth of half a penny difference which this Bill is making to 
the present excise duty o r  tax, but the export of rum from 
Barbados has been falling off and i t  has  been declining for  
the last three years. 1 wouldwelcome some greater  activi- 
ty on the part of the rum exporters of this lalarrj. because 
there is almost no limit to theamount of rum which can be 
exported. We have a great  capacity fo r  distillation i n  the 
country, and our exports both to Canada and to the United 

Kingdom and other countriee have been falling off, and in 
only two instances has this reduction in the quantity of rum 
exported k e n  due to circumstances beyond the control of 
the rum exporters  themselves. The f i r s t  instance is the 
discriminatory tax imposed by 'the ~ o v e r n m e n t  of Trinidad 
and Tobago some two years  ago, and the second instance 
is the 15% surtax which was imposed by the Conservative 
Government in the Dominion of Canada ear l i e r  this year. 
However, long before that, our exports of rum were de- 
clining. 1 have examined the position critically. We have 
made suggestions for  marketing; we have advocatedthat this 
rum should be exported only i n  bottles and that every 
manufacturer, distiller and blender of rum should have the 
word " ~ a r b a d o s "  prominently displayed on the label just 
a s  the Puerto Ricans and other more intelligent people - 
and when 1 use the term "Intelligent people" l mean that 
those exporters of rum appear to be more intelligent than 
our exporters of rum. 1 remember not very long ago going 
into a hotel and sitting some distance from the bar  and no- 
ticing some two-pint bottles of rum which were prominently 
displayed on the shelves, and I could not make out the 
second o r  first word.lt was Barbados rum, but all  the label 
had on it  was: "Best maturedRumW and i t  did not say one 
single word about Barbados. In very small print they 
had the name of the blender. You have Jamaica rum. Puerto 
Rico rum and British Guiana rum and they a r e  making 
something between gin and vermouth. The Canadians them- 
selves a r e  importing molasses from Cuba and Barbados 
and they a r e  distilling their own rum and blending i t  with 
Barbados rum; they a r e  blending i t  with small quantities 
of Barbados rum. If the exporters of rum in Barbados had 
any sense - 1 make noapologyforsaying this - when they 
saw this trend they would have got in  with the Canadians 
and made some kind of contract to ship rum under their 
trade names. The Canadians themselves have saidthatthe 
Barbadian distributor is unenterprising, that people. when 
they give money to a newspaper o r  advertising agency to 
promote our product, feel that i t  is likegiving some money 
to some Sunday School for advertising. In my opinion, the 
decline in the exports of Barbados rum has been due to the 
tight-fistedness and lack of imagination of theexporters of 
this country. That is the consensus of opinion. We a r e  sup- 
posed to have the best rum in the world, but just sitting 
down and saying that will not get us anywhere. 

If I were to  disclose the figures which countries a r e  
spending on the importation of rum - we have over three 
million gallons of rum piled up in the bonds and the dis- 
t i l lers  a r e  only working intermittently. They work for two 
o r  three weeks and then they close down. There is not 
enough room in the warehouses and in the bonds to take 
the full production of the distillers. The next thing we will 
know is that we have to be throwingaway molasses because 
we have no room for  it. 1 have spoken of the lack of drive 
and imagination on the part of the rum exporters of this 
countly. Perhaps the consuming public has treatedthese ex- 
porters  too well by assuring them of a return of profit which 
makes i t  eas ie r  for  them to survive without bothering too 
much with the export of their own product. Rum is one of 
those products which will a ss i s t  us  in bringing i n  money 
from outside. 1 do not think you have to add half of one 
per  cent to anything produced outside of Barbados to o u r  
rum. 
7.10 p.m. 

That is our  situation and we should therefore be en- 
couraging the expansion of industries like that which a r e  
not extracting industries and industries which do not commit 
u s  to the importation of a large amount of raw material. 
What 1 find surprising i n a  community like this, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, is that the people who clap their  hands under 
socialism - which we advocate and which is really a 
planned economy - look for  every kind of protection f rom 
fovernment and Government has  to  s tepinal l  the d m e  and 
pull the chestnuts out of the f i re  f o r  the Conservatives in  
:his Island; and if you look a t  the kind of restrictions and 
~ a r r i e r s  they have built around and invoke the assistance 
,f the Government to preserve their  position. they do no- 
:hing with one o r  two notableexceptions to t r y  to  stimulate 
h: economic growth in the community in which they live. 
jome of them go to the extent of investing money a l l  over  
h e  place, inNew Zealand, Jamaica andelsawhere; but when 
t comes to pusNng the product to sell  more  to  increase the 



overall run of profit, they would normally expect the Gov- 
ernment is going to come in andin the interest of employ- 
ment try to do everything for them. l & not understand how 
these people understand the idea of a planned economy in 
socialism a t  all, because they get more benefitsfrom plan- 
ning than the masses of people generally speaking. 

That was a little discursion on political and economic 
theory, and 1 will now return to my main topic which is the 
exemption of export rum from the distiller's tax o r  licence. 
The Government therefore looks a t  all aspects of an econo- 
my and we a r e  interestednot so much in private enterprise 
growing fatter and fatter; we a re  interested in our balance 
of payments problem and we areinterestedinexports. The 
more exports we get and the morecompaniestax, the less 
our balance of payments difficulties willbe. We have a ba- 
lance of payments position here in Barbadoswherewe a re  
importing more than twice what weexpon by value; so that 
if we sell $40 million worth of sugar and other by-products 
of sugar such a s  rumandmolassesinany one year, we can 
normally expect our imports to amount to $85 million o r  
nearly $90 million. This kind of situationcannot go on for- 
ever; therefore Government is taking the initiative to prime 
the economic pump in every sector of the economy, and 
stimulate and foster economic growth, and to chart and to 
guide private enterprise because they do not seem to know 
where they a re  going, and for that reason the Government 
has decided to giveevery possible assistance to the Rum 
Industry of the lsland by taking off the distiller's licence 
on export rum. 

Again I will repeat and in conclusion say that this has 
got absolutely nothing to do with the local market. There is 
no increase in rum. We introducedearlier today a reducdon 
in the consumption tax on beer, andthere should be a sub- 
stantial decrease in the price of beer by Saturday. We a r e  
satisfied that the tax which wasimposed on rum at  the time 
of the Budget Speech on the 26th June, 1962, has not really 
created any hardship to the community. We thinkit has done 
a lot of good. both financially andfrom the point of view of 
the health of the members of the society in which we live. 
We have got additional revenue from it and the revenue is 
continuing to rise, and we hope to get a lot more revenue 
from it. We do not anticipate any increase in the immediate 
future, but we want to makeit clearthat this Bill which we 
have before us does not in any way interfere either in an 
upward o r  downward direction with the present retail and 
wholesale price of rum either in casks, bottles o r  flasks. 

1 beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

Mr. MO'ITLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, astheHon. Pre- 
mier has said, private enterprise always welcomes the 
guidance and any assistance which is offered which would 
bolster o r  give private enterprise a filip. From the point 
of view of the rum industry in this Island, 1 do agree with 
the Hon. Premier that it i s  suffering terribly, and I believe 
he omltted to mention that the first shockwe had In the rum 
industry a s  a by-product of our sugar was when Dr. Wil- 
liams of Trinidad became Premier. We suffereda tremen- 
dous set-back because our one special blend of rum going 
there - 1 think it was MountGay- was actually prohibited 
in one way o r  another. I rose mainly to say that some of 
the suggestions whether socialistic o r  not which he has 
expressed have been expressed by many of the manufactur- 
ers and bottlers of rum, who feel that the time has long 
passed when the Island should be shipping Hanschell and 
Larsen, Goddard and Sons, Mount Gay and the like, but 
that they should concentrate and make every effort - and 1 
am speaking on behalf of the commercial community when 1 
say this - to push the industry a s  Barbados rum and export 
it to Canada, the United Kingdom and wherever they can. 

The hon. member is quite right when he says that if you 
go to places in England you will see Jamaica rum, and in 
nearly every pub in the UnitedStates you will find Jamaica 
rum o r  Puerto Rico rum, andonly hereand there you might 
see a little Mount Gay. I rose to say on behalf of the people 
in the rum industry that that is an absolute fact, and while 
there a re  some three milliongallons oddof rum lying down 
which we cannot sell, we do hope they will be sold though 

Canada and other countries have now been developed, but 
1 suppose these a re  things which we must provide against. 
About a year o r  soagol meta Canadian from Mid-West and 
l took him to one of our local sugar factories. He was in- 
terested in beet sugar andhe discussed withme what would 
be the position with Barbados sugar in the next ten years. 
We also discussed the question of rum. Timewas when we 
sent what we call "syrup", but what the mnadians prefer 
to come in a s  molasses, to Oinada, and they acquired a 
taste for it. Most members in this Chamberwould remem- 
ber the heated debatewe hadover the shipment of molasses 
to Canada. That trade has gone andwe a re  depending purely 
on sugar, and the Canadians themselves have begun to 
manufacture rum. I t  is not only lack of foresight on the part 
of some of our businessmen, although i t  is true that some 
of themare still living inthe past, but i t  i s  because in these 
countries young and enterprising businessmen see an o p  
portunity for manufacturing rum in Canada. 
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Therefore, you a r e  getting people in Canada and other 
places to develop a taste fo r  rum.lt i s  true, we in Barbados 
can say that it is the best rum, but it is not good enough to 
say that Barbados has the best rum; so l  agree with the view 
put forward by the Hon. Premier of sending our rum abroad 
a s  Barbados rum and not merely a s  Goddard's Gold Braid 
Hanschell's Scotch Braid o r  Martin ~ o o r l y ' s  Macaw Rum. 
That is not good enough. I will tell the Hon. Premier that 
he is not slnging a solo, because what he has said has been 
taken up by big businessmen because they realise that the 
economy of Barbados depends on it. 

This amendment which Government has offered will 
stimulate the trade. We welcome i t  greatly. I t  is nothing to 
do with the tax on rum and l was pleasantly Surprised by 
the statement which the Hon. Premier mentioned that the 
actual tax fo r  the consumption of rum soldlocally has been 
bringing in additional revenue. Private enterprise does 
appreciate the steps taken in this matter. Indeed, the manu- 
facturing of by-products of sugar offers employment to a 
tremendous number of people, and i t  also brings income 
tax into the coffers of Government and therefore offers 
greater opportunities; therefore, any encouragement that is 
glven to assist  in pushing the rum industry a s  such we 
appreciate. When you assist those persons by doing the 
planning, a l l  you a r e  merely doing is to sit by a s  a silent 
partner and draw more income tax. The greater you help 
the industry to expand, the more the people would get our 
of it and the more youwill get out of it. 1 remember attend- 
ing a party some time ago anda distinguished Englishman 
once said to a member of theHouse: "Why do the people in 
this country continue to drinkwhiskyl"1 cockedmy e a r  and 
listened because 1 wanted to know why he said so. H e  wenr 
on to say: "Since I have been here 1 have been using more 
rum and I have found it to be one of the finest drinks one 
can take any part of the world." If you develop this industry 
from $20 million to $30 million, the people of the Island 
stand to benefit because youwill sit back a s  a silent partner 
and draw income tax. We appreciate the incentive which you 
have offered and we agree it is nothing to do with the local 
consumption of rum. 

The question that the Bill be now read a second time 
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

On motion of Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD, seconded by 
Hon. C. E. TALMA, Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER l e f t  the 
Chair and the House went into Committee on the Bill, 
Mr. B4 TSON in the Chair, 

Clauses 1 to 4 were called separately and passed, 

On motion of Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD, seconded by 
Hon. C. E. T A L M A ,  Mr. CHAI RMAN reported the passing 
of one Bill in Committee. 

Mr. W U T Y  SPEAKER resumed the Chair and re- 
ported accordingly. 

On separate motions of Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD, 
seconded by Hon. C. E. TALMA in each case, the Bill 
was read a third time and passed. 



THE QVlL ESTABLISHMENT (GENERAL) 
(AMENDMENT) ORDER NO. 5, 1962. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker.1 beg to 
move that Order  No. 4 be the next Order  of the Day. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affinnative 
without division. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER The  next Order  of the Day 
stands in  the name of theHon. Premier:  T o  move the pass- 
ing of a resolution to approve the Order  entitled the a v i l  
Establishment (General) (Amendment) (No. 5) Order, 1962. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: This  Order  with which we a r e  
dealing, entitled the "Civil Establishment (General) 
(Amendment) (No. 5) Order, 1962", made under the Civil 
Establishment Act, deals almost exclusively withtheBar- 
bados General Hospital and there is a substantial increase 
in  the staff of theGeneralHospitalinthe following manner. 

1 Senior Specialist Obstetrician 
1 Registrar  
2 Medical Officers 
1 Registrar  (Anaesthetics) 
l Accountant 
1 Medical Secretary ( ~ a t r o n ' s  Office) 
1 Hospital Supplies Officer 
l Stenographer 

1 Steward 
1 Assistant Steward 
1 Stores Assistant 
1 Laundry Superintendent 
3 Laundry Workers 
1 Laundry Operator 
2 Assistant Seamstresses  
l Messenger 

22 Staff Nurses  
10 Medical Secretaries (to replace 2 

Female Clerks and 8 Temporary Clerks) 

The re-designation of the post of Accounts Officer 
($3,096 - 3,960) a s  Assistant Accountant; andthe establish- 
ment of the non-established post of Assistant Foreman 
($1,872 - 2,352). 

Mr. Speaker, those a r e  themajor  changes which a r e  
being introduced by the Resolution which we have before 

us. 1 am sure  that theHon.Ministerof Social Services will 
be only too willing to answer any questions which hon. mem- 
b e r s  might like to  raise. 1 begto move that this Resoiution 
do now pass. 

Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass was 

put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

THE ORDER PAPER 

The Order Paper having been fixed in respect of 
Government Business, 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 beg togive no- 
tice of my intention todebate the Budgetstatement made by 
the Hon. P r e m i e r  today. The substance of the Resolution 
will be presented in due course. 1 a m  informed that this is 
the correct  procedure which 1 shou1dfol1ow.1 am a l so  ask- 
ing that this Resolution be made Order  No. 1 fo r  the next 
meeting of the House under Private  Members' Business. 

Mr. BOXILL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 am asking that 
the Resolution of which 1 gave notice today, be the f i r s t  
Order  of the Day under thisHeadat the next meeting of the 
House. 

Mr. DEPLrrY SPEAKER: The  hon. senior member f o r  
the City has  already had his  Resolution made Order  No. l 

Mr. BOXILL: Very well, Sir, I a m  asking that my 
Resolution be made Order  No. 2 a t  the next meeting of the 
House. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker,l beg to 
move that this House donow adjourn until next Tuesday, 4th 
December, 1962 a t  2.30 o'clock in the afternoon. 

Hon. C, E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that. 

The question that this House do now adjourn until 
Tuesday next 4th December, 1962 at 2.30 o'clock in the 
afternoon, was put and resolved in the affirmative without 

division and Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned the 
House accordingly. 
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