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Pursuamt to the adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 12 o'clock (noon) today,

PRESENT

His Homour J. E. T. BRANCKLR, 0.C., (Speaker);
Mr, L. F. SHITH, J.Po; Mro Fo Do MOTTLEY, C.R.E,,
(Leader of the Opposition); Mr, ¥, ST.A. HOLDER, J.P.;
Hon. C. F. TALMA, (Minister of Agriculture, [ ands and
Fisheries); Mr, J. W. CORBIN; Hon, G, G. FERGUSSON,
(Minister of Communications, Works and Housing); Mr.
R. ST. C. WEEKES, J.P; Mr. ¥, K, LOWE; Mr. G. V,
RATSON, (Chairman of Committees); Mr. I. 0,
YEARWOOD and Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS, (Minister of
Social Services),

Prayers were read,

Hon, W, 4, CRAWFORD, Messrs, LYNCHand COWARD
entered the House and took their seats,

MINUTES

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 regret to have to inform the hon,
members that the Minutes of the previous meeting are not
yet ready for confirmation,

Mr, BOXHILI entered the House and took his seat,
12,25 pam,

Mr, SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform the House
that 1 have received from His Excellency the Governer
Message No, 11/1963 and it reads as follows:~

HBS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR
TO
HIS HONOUR THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF ASSEMBLY

His Excellency the Governor has the honoyr to refer
to Message No, 9/1963 containing certain constitutional
changes proposed by the Government and to forward as an
Appendix hereto the report of the Inter-Party Conference
dated 13th November,

The report has been referred to tha Sseretary of State
for the Colonies who is in agreement with reservation (i)
set out in paragraph 3 of the report,

As regards reservation (ii) made by the Legi€lative
Council delegation the Secretary of State considers that
Clause E (1) (J) of Appendix I to Message No, 9/1963 is

the logical counterpart to Clause B(2) and (b) in that
Appendix and should therefore be included.

A new Order=in-Council is now being drafted in the
Colonial Office to give effect to the proposed changes and
consequential amendments and it is hoped that this will be
made in time for the opening of a new session of the
Legislature in early or mid=February,

1 have also to mention for the information of hon,.
members that a registered letter addressed to His Honour
the Speaker at the House of Assembly, Public Buildings was
received by me, The contents of that registered communica~
tion is headed ‘‘Barbados®’, and it says ‘‘Your Humble
Petitioners shew*, That is how it begins, Hon, members,
1 know, do not have to be reminded, but it would be worth~
while for it to have wide publicity that a petition in accord=
ance with Standing Order No, 10 of this House may only be
presented to the House by a member who shall affix his
name at the beginning thereof, and further that no petition
shall be presented to the House unless it shall have been
endorsed by the Clerk as being in accordance with Standing
Order No, 10, Rule 6 (a), (b), (c) and (d). As this document,
which purports to have been signed by certain persons
allegedly in the sugar industry, does not comply with any
of the Standing Orders which are inforce, I merely hand it
to the Clerk for his custody, but for no other purpose or
reason whatsoever,

PAPERS LAID

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: On behali of the Hon, Premier,
I am commanded to lay the following:=

Report of the Standing Insurance Comimittee and
Statement of Accounts of the General Insurance Fund for
the year 1st April 1961 to 31st March, 1962,

Barbados Statistical Service Selected monthly Indica=
tors, September, 1963,

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon, C. E, TALMA; Mr, Speaker, I beg to give notice
of the following:=

Resolution to place the sumn of $30,000 at the disposal
of the Governor-in-=Executive Committee to supplement
the Estimates, 1963-64, Part II — Capital, as shown in
the Supplementary Estimate 1963-64 No, 35, which forms
the Schedule to the Resolution,

Hon, W. A, CRAWF ORD: On behalf of the Hon, Premier,
1 beg to give notice of the following:=

Resolution to place the sum of $10,500 at the disposal
of the Governor-in~Executive Committee to supplement
the Estimates 1963-64, Part I ~ Current, as shown in the
Supplementary Estimate 1963-64 No, 36 which forms the
Schedule to the Resolution,
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Hon, G, G. FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, I beg to give
notice of the following:=

Resolution to place the sum of $2,268 at the disposal
of the Governor=-in=Executive Committee to supplemnent the
Estimates 1963=-64, Part 1 = Current, as shown in the
Supplementary Estimate 196364 No, 37, which forms the
Schedule to the Resolution,

Hon, A, DaC. EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, I beg to give
notice of the following:=

Resolution to place the sum of $14,030 at the disposal
of the Governor-in=Executive Committee tosupplement the
Estimates 1963-64, Part 1 = Current, as shown in the
Supplementary Estimate 1963-64 No, 38, which forms the
Schedule to the Resolution,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD:; On behalf of the Hon, Premier,
I beg to give notice of the following:=

A Bill to provide for the operation in the Island of a
Company to be known as the West Indies Hospital Funds
Limited and for various matters connected therewith,

Hon, G, G. FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, I beg to give
notice of a Statement in regard to the Constitution River
project,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, I beg to give
notice of my intention to move the House into Committee of
Supply at its next meeting to deal with the money Resolu=
tions of which notice was given today,

I the House permits, Sir, hon, members were re-
quested in a Circular sent out over the week=end to give the
House permission to deal today withthe Billof which I just
gave notice, If hon, members are prepared = after having
perused it, I presume, last night and this morning == to deal
with it today, the Government proposes to deal with it later
in today’s Sitting; so I am merely reminding hon, members
of the request contained in the circular sent out to them
over the week~end,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Speaker, I should just liketo say
something,

Mr, SPEAKER: At this stage it does not call for dis=
cussion,

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 want to put the Hon, Leader of the
House right, because he made a statement which is not
correct, though I do not believe he has made it purposely,
He said that he proposed to deal with a document which was
sent out over the week-end, That Statement is not correct,
A policeman brought something to members lastnight, I do
not think the Hon, Leader of the House knows that; otherwise
he would not have made that statement, I do not think he
wants to mislead the House, but to say that we had some-
thing over the week-end is absohrtely incorrect,

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, member said it was sent
out over the week=end, He did not say when it was delivered,
12,35 p,m,

Mr, MOTTLEY: I am explaining the case = not mine =
to the House and to the people, I do not think the Hon,
Leader of the House would wilfully mislead the House: bt
if something was sent out over the week-end, how can
the police come out last night and deliver something to you?
This is going to cause a row because I am not accepting
something last night to deal with it today, The Hon, Leader
may have sent out this Bill over the weekend, but it was
delivered only yesterday evening,

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, member has intimated, not
very concisely, what the position is,

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Sir, I was extremely careful
in my choice of words, I said that it was sent out over the
weekend, ant as regards when #t was delivered, Ido not
know, 1 am told that there are other members of this

Chamber who got theirs on Sunday, I got mine yesterday
morning,

Mr, COWARD:; Mr, Speakercese
Mr, SPEAKER: Two hon, members are on their feet,

Hon, W. 4. CRAWFORD sat,

Mr, COWARD: Mr, Speaker, I riseon apoint of order.
I just want to explain to the Hon, Leader of the House that
1 received my copy last night and not before,

Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD: 1am not prepared to say when
they were delivered, but I know that the Government gave
instructions last Thursday after the meeting of the Cabinet
that the permission of Your Honour be sought for the circu~
lation of this Bill to hon, members before it was laid on the
Table of the House today,

Mr, SPEAKER: That permission was granted by mne as
soon as I received from the Clerk the request,

Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, this Bill {s a
matter of some priority and if members are not prepared
to deal with it today, we are not pressurising them to deal
with it today, We can come back later in the week and deal
with it, The position is that this matter has to be attended
to before the House goes into recess because we are ad-
journing for about three weeks and there are certain rea=
sons why this Bill should be dealt with early,

Mr, SPEAKER: I am informed by the Clerk of the
House that after Igave my concurrence to the request on
Friday morning and copies were then cyclostyled, he could
not get them out throughthe Postowing to the heavy press=
ure of Christmas work in the Post Office, He accordingly
sent them out by Police Despatch, and that was not until
10,00 o’clock yesterday morning,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, I think the Hon, Leader
of the House would have to appreciate that with a matter
so fundamental in character as this, it would be not only
injudicious but it would have nothing to commend it to ask
us even later this week to consider it, This matter in itself
is changing the whole character of our conceptof this thing.

This is a debatable matter, and Ithink in a matter like
this there should be no hurry because when this is put on
the Statute Book it would be put there once and for all, You
should give hon, members the opportunity to say how much
this would offend the consciences of some sectors which
they represent, This is not a programme matter of yours;
it is not a matter which we knew you were going to deal
with; this is changing the Gambling Act and that was not-
a matter in your Manifesto, 1 think you should give hon,
members the same facilities as have beengivento your
Cabinet in discussing this,

Sir, 1 cannot say when I received my copy exactly
but I looked at it for the firsttime last night., I'do not think--
this was among my mail which came on Sunday, However,
I would say that there is no justification for proceeding with
this matter before hon, members get the opportunity of
discussing it, I heard the Hon, Leader of the House saying
that he would like it to be passed by this Chambey before
the Legislature is prorogued, To say so presages that you
koow something was coming up, In the interest of good
parliamentary conduct this matter should be allowed to
stay over,

Mr, SPEAKER: All the Hon, Leader of the House did
was to intimate to hon, members what he propoged to do:
but as an experienced parliamentarian he ca.nseefromﬂn
remarks of hon, members whathe should do.

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, 1 do not like
the impression to be conveyed that the Government wants to
raflroad anything through the House either of significance
or insignificance, nor is this a matter of gamblihg per se
as may be inferred by some of the remarks of hon, mem=-
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bers, The position is this: my instructions are that the Hon,
Premier had given his word thatthis matter would be dealt
with as early as possible for reasons of importance both to
the promoters and the country, That is myonly reason for
suggesting that the matter be dealt with before we went
into the Christmas recess. (Mr, MOTTLEY: Why?)

The hon, member should assume that if there are
reasons, the House would be given the reasons at the appro~
priate time,

Mr, SPEAKER: The first Item on the Order Paper
stands in the name of the Hon, Leader of the House: To
move the House into Committee of Supply,

12,45 pom,

STATEMENT re CONSTITUTION RIVER
PROJECT

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, before the first
Order of the Day is called, I would like to ask permission
to make a Statement,

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, member is craving ithe in-
dulgence of the House to make a Statement, If there is no
objection, leave will be granted, (4fter a pause) There
being no objection, the hon, member may proceed,

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, the Statement
reads as follows:=

CONSTITUTION ROAD BRIDGE

Provision of $780,000 was included in the current
year's Estimates under Part II =~ Capital Expenditure:
Head 8 = Communications, Item 9 =~ Drainage, for the
drainage of the Constitution River and continuation of flood
prevention and drainage schemes,

_ It has been decided to construct the Constitution Road
Bridge this year rather than the Victoria Bridge.The July
floods showed that the bottlenecks in the River system are
at Tweedside Road Bridge and at the Constitution Bridge,
The Constitution Bridge bas two openings of about 24
square feet of waterway rather than the 480 square feet
required to accommodate two thirds of calculated peak
flows, Construction of this bridge can be completed in this
financial year,

DEVELOPMENT OF AN AREA ADJOINING
THE RIVER AS A CAR PARK

_ During the course of the canalisation of the Constitution
* River, an area of land of approximately 3,500 square yards
has been reclaimed between Fort Royal Garage and Queen’s
College on the North side of the Constitution River, This
area is Government’s land, and would have to be filled and
drained toprevent an unsightly and unhealthy puddle forming
in rainy season, It has therefore been decided to develop
the area as a car park, which would accommodate about
80 cars, Trees will be planted to provide shade for the cars
and to beautify the area,

The provision of a car park on this site will mdlify
the loss of the present car parkonthe Old Central Foundry
site which will soon be required for the construction of the
proposed Financial Building,

Funds for this project, which is estimated to cost
$53,000, are also available under Part Il: Capital, Head 8 =
Communications, kem 9 = Drainage,

'STATEMENT re NEW C.D. & W. ALLOCATION

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, before youcall
the first Order of the Day, I am also asking leave to make
a statement with regard to the new C.D, & W, allocation,

Mr, SPEAKER: The Hon, Leader of the House is asking
leave to make. a Statement apropos the new C.D, & W, allo~
cation, I there is no objection, leave will be granted the
hon, member, (After a pause). There being no objection,
leave is granted the hon, member to make the Statement,

e ———

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, the Statemnent
is as follows:=

The Government has been informed by the Secretary
of State for the Colonies that a new allocatioNeesses (ASIDES)

Mr, SPEAKER: May I ask hon, members that if they
must speak while an hon, member is on his feet, let them
be pleased to do so quietly sothat only their nefghbour may
hear?

Mr, SMITH: Their immediate neighbour,
Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: The Statement is as follows:«

The Government has been informed by the Secretary
of State for the Colonies that a new allocation of £500,000
($2,400,000) has been made to Barbados under the new
Commenwealth Development Act, This Act, not only changes
the name of the Colonial Development Corporation, butex«
tends the life of the Colonial Development and Welfare Act,
1959, from 31st March, 1964 to 31stMarch, 1966, and pro~
vides additional sums of £25 million ($120,000,000W.L) for
Colonial Development and Welfare Schemes and £5 million
($24,000,000 W.L) for Exchequer Loans, With an unissued
balance in the Barbados Allocation of £92,000 ($441,600) at
31st March 1963, the total allocation to Barbados for the
three~year period ending 31st March, 1966, is £592,000
($2,841,600),

2, On 31st March, 1963, the unspent balance of the
total of £315 million provided under the Colonial Develop~
ment and Welfare Acts of 1945 to 1859 was about £43 1/2
million, The effect of the Commonwealth Development Act,
is therefore to make available atotalof about £68 1/2 mil=-
lion of Colonial Development and Welfare Funds for expen=
diture inthe three=-year period 1963=66, an average of near=
ly £23 million a year, The amount made available in 1959
for the five~year period 1959 to 1964 was £140 million, an
average of £28 million ayear, The provision made in 1959,
however, was designed to cover a much larger number of
territories, Of those provided for at that time, twelve have
become independent and others will do so shortly; more=
over, many activities which were then financed from
Colonial Development and Welfare Funds are now financed
from the Vote of the Department of Technical Co=operatior,
Taking account of these factors, the amount of assistance
provided for the current three=year period will permit an
appreciable increase in annual expenditure in those terri-
tories which will continue to be eligible for Colonial
Development and Welfare Assistance,

3, The provision for Exchequer loans (‘‘last resort
money'’) has also been reduced because a large number of
territories have become independent, It has beenexplained
that there will be no Government~to=Government loans to
territories once they become Independent,

4, The Commonwealth Development Act alsoextends
the area in which the Colonial Development Corporation
may operate, Under previous legislation, once a territory
in which the Corporation was able to operate had attained
independence, the Corporation could not undertake new
projects there, but could only bring to completion and
continue existing projects, and perform the functions of a
managing agent or provide advice, The principal effect of
Section 1 of the Commonwealth Development Act is to
empower the Corporation to perform any of its functions,
including the investigation, formulation and carrying on of
new projects, in countries which were within its scope
when it was established on the 11th February, 1948, but
which have since become, or may become, independent
within the Commonwealth,

5« A Statement showing the allocation of funds under
the Commonwealth Development Act, 1963, which will be
available for approved schemes, has been laid,

COMMITTEE CFSUPPLY

Mr, SPFEAKER: The firsi Order of the Day stands in the
name of the Hon, Leader of the House:=To move the House
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into Committee of Supply to consider the grant of sums of
money for the service of the Colony,

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, 1 beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go
into Committee of Supply,

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House went
into Committee of Supply, Mr, BATSON in the Chair,

12,55 p.m,

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1963=64, No, 34

Hon, C, E, TALMA: Mr, Chairman, this is a Resolution
for the sum of $3,600 to be granted from the Public Trea=
sury to be defrayed from lLoan Funds and placed at the
disposal of the Governor=in=Executive Comminee to
supplement the Estimates 1963-64, Part II = Capital, as
shown in the Supplementary Estimate 1963=64 No, 34 which
forms the Schedule to the Resolution,

As the Addendum sets out, Sir, hon, members will
probably remember that an amount of $3,600 was ear=
marked for the purchase of a baling machine from funds
provided in the 1962-63 Capital Estimates under Head 7,
Agriculture, tem 2 = Grassland Development, The ma=
chine was ordered in October, 1962, but was not received
in time for payment to be made before the end of the finan~
cial year, and the funds lapsed, Noprovision was made for
a revote of funds in the 1963=64 Estimates as it had been
expected that the machine would have been received in time
for payment to be made from provision in the 1962«63
Estimates, The machine has now been received and funds
are required to pay for it,

Now, hon, members will probably want to know what is
the object of this machine and for what purpose it is de=
signed, Members will realise that we have now established
pangola grass pastures at several different centres and
stations all over the island, and at Seawell, for instance,
we have between 40 and 50 acres of land in pangola grass,
At the Central Livestock Station we have 40 acres which is
used mainly for grazing of the 120 heads of livestock ==
cattle and all the different types of livestock there = and
it is w be used for domestic purposes., Then at the six
agricultural stations = or at least five of these stations =
there are pastures of pangola grass which have been es~
tablished over the last few years, At Bullens, Sayes Court,
The Home, Jerusalem and at Haggatts we have roughly
between 30 and 40 acres, At Sedgepond and the Hill in
St. Peter, we have recently established roughly 15 acres
of pangola grass, and when these pastures will have been
properly established for over 50 acres of pangola grass,
a baler will be necessary in order to avoid losses being
incurred with the bales and spoiling, Now there is great
demand for this pangola grass and it is easily saleable,
It is made into hay, as hon, members will realise, and is
sold at the rate of £25 per ton and you get four tons to the
acre, That is all the information I can offer at this stage,

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass,

Hon, A. DaC, EDWARDS: 1 beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division,

On the motion of Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD, seconded
by Hon, C. E. TALMA, Mr., CHAIRMAN reported the
passing of one Resolution in Comnittee of Supply, and
Mr, SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported accord-
ingly,

On the separate motions of Hon, C, E, TALMA,
seconded in each case by Hon. 4 DaC, EDWARIS, the

Resolution was read a first and second time and agreed t0,

THE FIRE SERVICE (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1963

Mr, SPEAKER: The pext Order stands {n the name of
the Hon, and Learned Premier: to move the second reading
of a Bill to amend the Fire Service Act, 1960,

Hon, W, A. CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, 1 am asking
Jeave to take charge of thie Resolution,

Mr, SPEAKER: The Hon, Leader of the House {s seek=
ing permission to proceed on behalf of the Hon, and Learned
Premier not only with the second reading of this Bill which
is No, 2 on the Order Paper, but, as I am made to under~
stand, with all other matters standing today in the name
of the Hon, and Learned Premier, and if there is no objec=
tion, leave will be granted,

No objection being audible, leave is granted, The hon,
senjor member may proceed,

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, the object of this
Bill is to enable members of the Fire Service below the
rank of Station Officer to form an association along the
lines of the Police Force Association, Representations have
been made from time to time that the members of the Fire
Service should be allowed to form an association for the
purpose of considering and bringing to the notice of the
Chief Fire Officer and the Government matters affecting
their general welfare and efficient functioning along the
same lines as the Police Force Association functions, and
in order to do this it has been found necessary to amend
the Fire Service Act,

Hon, members will recall that in order to permit the
Police Force to form an association, Sfr, an amendment
was brought in along similar lines to the amendment now
proposed to be included inthe FireService Act, 1960 == 11,
1,05 pon,

The Chief Fire Officer has recommended very strongly
that this Association should be formed along the lines of
the Police Association, and the Government therefore seeks
to have this amendment enacted in order that members of
the Fire Service Association should have the same vehicle
for expressing their grievances and drawing them to the
attention of their superior officer,

Sir, I do not think this Bjll needs any further explana=
tion, It is a very simple thing, Since all members of the
Public Service are entitled to representation in one form
or another in an Association, there is no reason why memse
bers of the Fire Service should be debarred from having
their own Association if and when the time arises,

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time,
Hon, C. E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

# Mr, WALCOT T: Mr, Speaker, I support this amendment
giving the right of association to members of the Fire
Service, There is one question which I should like to be a
little clearer on, and that deals with the constitution of this
Fire Service Association, It seems to me strange that you
are debarriug the Fire Service Assocfation from having
any connection with other Fire Service associations except
;.n Antigua, Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica, Montserrat and so
orth,

What is the justification for firemen in Barbados to
have assoclation with Firemen's associations in Jamatca,
but are debarred from having association with Firemen's
associations in Great Britain? I should thinkthat the Fire=
men’s Association in Great Britain would have more to
guide the Firemen’s Associationin Barbados than what they
could get from the other countries mentioned in the Bill,

I do not know if the Hon, Minister has given this matter
the greatest consideration or if he is clear as regards this
matter, but in this Section it is stated: *‘For the purposes
of sections 40C and 30D of this Act an ‘‘unauthorised
association” mears =

?',4‘ i
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(a) any Trade Union as defined by the Trade Union
Act, 1939, whether or not the union is registered or
incorporated;"’ ~

In Section 30C it is mentioned that it shall not be law=
ful for any member of the Service to be or to become a
member of any unauthorised association,

When you say in this Bill what you have said, other
members of other Firemen’s Associations inthe respective
territories are not debarred from joining other organisa=
tions, I do not think on general grounds that this should be
so, and it seems to me unscientific that the Firemen's
Association should be entirely {ndependent of and unasso=
ciated with anybody other than Firemen®s associations inthe
territories which youhave mentioned inthis Bill = Antigua,
Dominica, Jamaica, Grenada, and so forth,

~You have also mentioned British Honduras, Now,
British Honduras is not within the Federation and Jamaica
is independent, I do not understand that because further
in this Act, you say:

*For the purposes of sections 30C and 30D of this Act
an ‘“‘unauthorised Association®® means = (a) any Trade
Union as defined by the Trade Union Act, 1939, whether or
not the union is registered or incorporated;'’

This means that members of the Fire Service should
{ not becorne members of a trade union, I am not protesting
against that because the Fire Service can be granted that,
But 1 wish to point out to you that it is not so in all of the
territories,

I would like to know what is the specific reason for
asking that this Fire Service Association should be asso=-
ciated with these bodies which have been mentioned in the
Bill, and the other bodies which the Association would
really need help and guidance from, suchasthe Firemen's
Association of Great Britain, that is a body with which it
cannot be associated, It seems strange to me that it can

be associated with Jamaica, British Guiana, British Hon~ |

duras and so forth and it cannot be associated with the
Fire Service Association in Great Britain, &t should be abl
to be assoclated with that body, If the Hon, Minister wo

be able to give us that information, Iwould be glad indeed, |

Mr, COWARD: Mr, Speaker, Ihave very muchpleasure
in supporting a Bill of this sort. Iam happy to see that the
Government has seen the necessity for providing legislation
whereby the Fire Service can have an association, I think
it is a wise step, and I feel that all workers should have
an association where they would not have any victimisation
when they need representation,

Mr, Speaker, I have very much pleasure insupporting
this Bill,

Mr, SPEAKER: The question iSeecess

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, before you put
the question, the hon, senior member for St, Peter is
querying why the proposed Fire Service should be debarred
from association with similar organisations outside of the
territories mentioned in the Bill, As Istated in my opening
remarks, the amendment to the Fire Service Act is based
entirely on a similar amendment to the Police Act which
enables the police to form their own association, and what
has happened here is that that part of the Police Act
empowering the police to form an association has been
lifted bodfly into the Fire Service Act, If hon, members
will refer to the Police Act, 1960=61, they will see in that
Act that the Police Association is empowered to be entirely
independent of and unassociated with anybody outside of the
Force other thanPolice associations within the West Indies,
British Guiana and British Honduras, These restrictions
were transferred to the Bill before us today,

Sir, I must confess that I, myself, do not know all the
specific reasons why this prohibition found itself in the
original Police Act under reference, but presumably for the
draft amendment to the Fire Service Act, they just lifted
the amendment bodily from the Police Act and proposed

it for inclusion in the new amendment, Of course, when the
Police Act was so amended to give similar power, Trinidad
and Jamaica were not independent as they are now, and I
am willing to concede that it appears to me just as obvious
as it is to the hon, senior member for St. Peter that the
Police Association and the Fire Service Association would
have a Jot more to learn from co~operation with a similar
organisation in Great Britain than by co-operation with
similar associations in British Honduras, or for that matter
British Guiana,

1,15 p,m,

1 must say that I have not had to deal with this matter
for any length of time. I am merely introducing the Bill
today on behalf of the Hon, Premier, and therefore 1 have
not found it necessary to investigate why, in 1960, this
provision "should have been included in the Police Act
and why it should be repeated here in the Fire Service
Act, If the hon, member desires to ascertain the specific
reason why this provision was included in the Bill, I will
acquaint him of it today at a later date,

The question that this Bill be now read a second

time was put and resoved in the affimmative uithout
division,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, 1 beg to move
that you do now leave the Chair, and the House go into
Committee on the Bill,

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-

tive without division,

Mr, SPEAKER left the (hair, and the House went into
Committee on the Bill, Mr, BATSON in the Chair,

Clause 1 was called and passed,

Clause 2 was called, It reads as follows:—

The Fire Service Act, 1960, which Act is bereinafter
referred to as the principal Act, is amended by inserting
immediately after section 30 thereof the following new
heading and new sections, that is to say:=

*“FIRE SERVICE ASSOCIATION AND RESTRICTION
OF ACTIVITIES OF THE SERVICE

30A, (1) For the purpose of enabling subordinate
officers and firemen of the Service to consider and bring
to the notice of the Chief Fire Officer and the Governor
matters affecting their general welfare and efficiency, there
shall be established an organisation to be called the Fire
Service Association which shall act through a Committee
as provided by rules made under this Act,

(2) No representation shall be made by the Fire
Service Association in relationto any question of discipline,
promotion, transfer, posting, leave or any other matter in
so far as it affects individual cases,

(3) The Fire Service Assoclation shall be entirely
independent of and unassociated with any body outside the
Service other than a Fire Service Association in and for
Antigua, Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica, Montserrat, Saint
Christopber, Nevis and Anguilla, Saint Lucia,Saint Vincent,
Trinidad and Tobago, British Guiana or British Honduras,

30B, (1) The Chief Fire Officer acting after consulta-
tion with the Fire Service Association, may, with the ap=
proval of the Governor, make rules for the constitution
and management of the Fire Service Association and for
any matters relating thereto,

(2) The Rules contained inthe Schedule to this Act
shall have effect as if made under the provisions of sub~
section (1) of this section and may from time to time be
amended or revoked by the Chief Fire Officer acting after
consultation with the Fire Service Association and withthe
approval of the Governor,




30C, (1) It shall not be lawful for any member of the
Service to be or to become a member of ‘any unauthorised
association,

(2) Any member of the Service who contravenes the
provisions of subsection (1) of this section shall be liable
to be dismissed from the Service and to forfeit all rights
to any pension, gratuity or other allowance,

30D (1) It shall not be lawful for .any unarthorised
association to permit any member of the Service tc re=
ceive any benefit, financial or otherwise, from such asso~
ciation or for any such association to receive any money
from a member of the Service,

(2) Upon the contravention of the provisions of this
section, the member of the Service, and every member of
the association who is knowingly a party to such contraven=
tion shall be liable, on conviction by a court of summary
jurisdiction, to a fine not exceeding one hundred and twenty
dollars,

30E, For the purposes of sections 30C and 30D of this
Act an *“‘unauthorised association®® means =

(a) any Trade Union as defined by the Trade Union
Act, 1939, whether or not the union is registered
or incorporated;

() any league or association or body of persons,
whether registered or not, which has for itsob=
jects, or one of its objects, the promotion of
feelings of {l1=will and hostility between differ=
ent classes or races;

(c) any other association, society or club, any of the
objects of which may be subversive of good dis=
cipline on the part of a member of the Service,
and which the Chief Fire Officer, with the ap~
proval of the Governor, declares to be an un=
authorised association,

30F, A member of the Service shall not engage in any
private business or trade without the consent of the Govern~
or signified in writing under the hand of the Chief Fire
Officer,”

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: 1begto move,Mr, Chairman,
that Clause 2 stand part of the Bill,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

Mr, WALCOTT: I must thank the Hon, Leader of the
House for his explanation, Mr, Chairman, the explanation
which he gave about the matter whichIraised and that was
in sub=section 30A (3), From what the Hon, Leader of the
House says, it se€ms to me that in 1960 when we still had
a Federation, this Government was under the impression
that if you were making a Police Association, you were
giving the Police Association the right to be associated with
other organisations, (The amplifying equipment became
defective at this point). It 1S not necessary to have this
amplifying equipment, you, Mr, Chairman, can
hear me and the Official Reporter, who is important, and

.other hon, members are hearing me, I believe it is a
question of Federation; now that that is history and
Trinidad and Tobago are independent territories as well as
Jamaica, it would seem to me to be unscientific that if we,
in Barbados, are aiming towards independence, and you have
this reading in an Act, it means that the Fire Association
in Barbados would be the same Colonial or West Indian
organisation without any contact with bigger countries, That
is tantamount to saying that this Association as an Associa=
tion cannot be associated with any of the Fire Associations
which are owtside of Barbados,

Suppose there was a conference of firemen or some
other association of firemen to be dealt with and you sent
out representatives to a conference? This is where this
Association which will be in being will come in, and it
seems to me difficult to say that this Association will not
be joined to other associations and get their experience,

As the Hon, Leader of the House agrees with my conten=
tion I thought that I would draw that matter to his attention,
k is a matter of action among the associations and it is not
so much a reply to me, Youhave included these territories
and you say that there are other territories that cannot be
dealt with, They do not inclnde Bermuda inthis subsection,
but they have included British Honduras, I do not see what
is the real reason for naming the countries which you have
named here, You have British Honduras and British
Guiana, I donotknow ff it is anything to do with the transfer
of Policemen to any of these places, Policemen leave here
and go elsewhere, and I do not know the reason for putting
in British Guiana or British Honduras and not Bermuda,
You go to South America and youhave British Guiana men=
tioned, As I say, Sir, I do not know what is the real and
valid reason for putting in some of these territories and
leaving owt others, However, Sir, it seems to me that it
would be a very weak thing on the part of this Association
to have the United Kingdom where there is an excellent
Fire Association, and then firemen in this Associationhere
would not be able to have any association with such an or=
ganization, However, Mr, Chairman, I must thank the Hon,
Minister very much for the explanation which he has given
me,

The question that Clause 2 stand part of the Bill

was put and resolved in the affimative uithout division,

Clause . was called and passed,

Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, I beg to
move that you do now report the passing of this Bill in
Committee,

"Hon, C. E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-

tive without division,

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr, SPEAKER re-
sumed the Chair and reported accordingly,

On motions of Hon, W, 4, CRAWFORD, seconded by
Hon, C. K, TALMA in each case, the Bill was read a:
third timeand passed,

1,25 p,m,

THE CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT (GENERAL)
(AMENDMENT) (NO, 12) ORDER 1963

Mr, SPEAKER: We proceed with the next Order of the
Day standing in the name of the Hon, and Learned Premier:
to move the passing of a Resolution to approve the Order
entitled ‘The Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment)
(No, 12) Order, 1963, The Hon, Leader of the House al=
ready has permission to proceed with all matters in the
name of the Hon, and Learned Premier,

Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, this Order
refers to the recent decision to make the Attorney=General=
ship of the Island a political appointment, and it therefore
refers to the abolition of the permanent pensionable posts
of both the Attorney General and the Solicitor General, The
salary of the Attorney General now as a permanent pen=
sionable post is $11,340 per annum and that of the Solicitor
General is $9,480 per annum, and in removing these two
posts from the Civil List = the Attorney=-Generalship and
the office of Solicitor General = we are, as I said earlier,
substituting a politically appointed Attorney General and
creating an entirely new post of Director of Public Prose=
cutions on the permanent pensionable establishment at a
fixed salary of $9,720 a year,

You will notice from the Addendum that itis proposed
that the permanent pensionable post of Attorney General,
as 1 said, will cease to be on the Civil Establishment and
will be replaced by apolitically appointed Attorney General
of the Island, Now, section 2 of the Director of Public
Prosecutions Act, 1963, provides for the creation of an
office of Director of Public Prosecutions, and itis pointed
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out that the holder of this post must be a person qualified
for appointment as a Judge of the Supreme Court, The
Director of Public Prosecutions Act also provides for the
making of Orders for transferring to the Director such
statutory functions vested in the Attorney General or the
Solicitor General as is considered necessary, In other
words, Sir, the duties now legally authorised for the Attor=
ney General and the Solicitor General will be transferred to
the person holding the post of Director ofPublic Prosecu=
tions,

The principle behind all this, Sir, has already been
accepted by hon, members = the abolition of the post of
Attorney General as a Civil Servant = and this is more
or less in keeping with the country's constitutional ad=-
vancement towards independence; so the Order before us
today merely seeks to provide the necessary legislative
basis for the abolition of the post under reference and the
creation of this new post on the Civil Establishment list,
thereby making the way clear for the subsequent appoint=
ment of an Attorney General on an entirely political basis,
which office will eventually entitle the holder as in the past
to a seat in the Cabinet, to a seat in the Other Place, and
he would of course, Mr, Speaker, as is to be expected, hold
the post only so long as the Government which appointed
him remains in office, I think, Sir, that nothing further
need be said today on this question, All parties in the
Legislature are in agreement with it, and members on both
sides of the legislature have already signified their en~
dorsement of these constitutional changes,

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass,

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affirm-

tive without division,

THE WIDOWS AND CHILDREN PENSIONS
ACT, 1963

Mr, SPEAKER: Order No, 4 under Government Busi=
ness stands in the name of the Hon, and Learned Premier:
to move the second reading of a Bill to provide for the grant
of pensions to widows and children of deceased public
officers and for purposes connected therewith,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, the Bill before
the House now deals with the very vexed issue of collections
from Civil Servants towards what is known as the Widows
and Orphans Pension Fund, The opinion has already been
expressed in the Assembly by the Hon, Minister of Finance
that the existing basis on which these funds are collected
is more or less tantamount to an unfair extraction of a part
of their salaries from members of the Public Service,
Representations have been made to successive Govern~
ments continually within receat years on the part of the
representative organisations in the Civil Service with
reference to an improvement in the situation, Well, this
Government has not been slow to heed these representa=
tions, and the Bill before us represents to some extent
both the decisions of the Government and the representa=
tive organisation of the public servants themselves with
regard to what should be done to make this fund operate
on what could be regarded as a more just and equitable
basis,

1,35 p.m,

Now, there are one or two amendments whichl want to
make to the Bill before the House, but the Objects and
Reasons point out that this Bill seeks to repeal the Widows
and Orphans Pension Act, 1928 and to make provision for a
new scheme for the grant of pensions to the widows and
children of deceased public officers,

2. Emry into the new scheme will be compulsory
for all male persons, whether married or not, who are
appointed to offices in the public service which are pen~
sionable under the Pensions Act, 1947, This will be so
whether the appointment is a first appointment or on
transfer from other public service, But in the latter case
an officer may be permitted to opt out of the scheme on
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production of satisfactory evidence that he is a member
of a similar scheme in some other territory, (Clause 3.)

3, Entry into the new scheme will be optional for
all contributors to the existing scheme provided for in the
Widows and Orphans Pension Act, 1928 and all contributors
who elect to join the new scheme will cease to coutribute
to the existing scheme, surrender all rights under it and in
exchange be credited under the new scheme with the same
number of years of contributions as they had under the
existing scheme, But persons who were contributors under
the existing scheme only in respect of parts of their sala-
ries will be credited with a proportionate number of years
of contributions, Provision has, however been included in
the Bill to ensure that in such cases the benefits payable
under the new scheme will be not less than the benefits
which would have been payable under the existing scheme
(Clause 4,)

. All of the provisions are very clearly set out in the
Objects and Reasons.of the Bill in the succeeding para~
graphs 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 to 13, and I need not go into them in
any more detail,

As lhave said earlier, there areoneor two corrections
which I want to make to the Bill as it now stands, Clause 3,
Mzr, Speaker, deals with applicationof the Act and entry into
the new scheme, Hon, members are referred toparagraph
(a) of this Clause, I propose that this paragraph be deleted,

I understand that hon, members have the amendments
before them, and now that they have been circulated, it is
an unnecessary waste of time to go into them in detail
until the Bill is in the Committee stage,

I, therefore, beg to move that this Bill be now read a
second time,

Hon, C. E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, I think all of us will
agree to these amendments because they are long over=
due, What I would expect, and I hope the Hon, Minister is
in a position to tell us, is now that we are going from the
old into the new, is it possible for us to have some idea
of the position of the old system? Is there any account
which can be given of the amount of money collected under
the Widows and Orphans Fund, and, if these officers were
paying 4% of their salary and they are now going to pay
2%, if they so elect = and I believe that everybody would
like to enter into the new scheme = can the Hon, Minister
give us information of what their position would be? This is
not a scheme which the Government is playing any part in
because the Government does not pay any portion to this
Fund,

Sir, what 1 would like to know, at what stage is this
b going to operate, I think that from everybody’s point of
view that if a man who is a bachelor under the new Act will
have his money returned to him at the end of his service,
the same consideration should be given to those who are
still living, I would like to know to what extent this would
apply to other people who are still alive and who have not
received any benefit from this scheme,

I do not imend to go into these details with the Hon,
Minister, bt I hope that the matter has been thoroughly
discussed with, may be, the Civil Service Association with
whom these people are associated because it calls for a
lot of expertese with these various things, As a matter
of fact, I think that this matter would be dealt with better
at that level than in Parliament: but these are some of the
outstanding matters which strike me and I would like to
know if agreement one way or the other was met to the
satisfaction of the persons concerned,

As I have said, it seems to me, now that you are
introducing the new rate of 2% deduction and refimding that
amount to the persons who are benefiting from it, that that
same concession should be applied to people who are alive
now, that is to s..y, to those bachelors who have contri=
buted to the old pension scheme and who are alive, They




should be the recipients of the contributions which they have
made over the years, I feel that any man who has con=
tributed to this scheme should be eligible and they should
be refunded retrospectively even if they have retired before
the passing of this Act,

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, Itake it that
the provisions of this Bill, if and when it becomes law,
would apply to all people who become eligible under the
Bill in the future, I interpret the hon, member’s question
to mean that from any time previously, when these con=
tributions to the Widows and Orphans Fund were made un=
der the old Act, that the person should be eligible, For
instance, if he is a bachelor, the same provision made for
bachelors under this Act should apply to bachelors under
the old Act, :

I do not know if this point was made by representa=
tives of the Public Service, but it seems to me that the Act
would be only applicable to persons in the Public Service
who may retire or may die after this Bill becomes law,
I do not know If there is justification for the assumption
that the provisions could be, or will be, retroactive,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, 1 rise on a point of
order, The point which I made is this, You are putting in a
Clause which is a matter of principle as regards persons
who contribute to the scheme and they do not become the
recipients of any of the benefits of that scheme,

1,45 p.m,

If 2 man contributes to a scheme and he dies or is dis=
missed and he never receives any benefit fromthe scheme,
then you should return to him the amount which he paid out,
1 say that this principle should apply retroactively because it
should have been in operation with regard to those people
who are alive, I am saying, Sir, that any person who has
paid in 4% of his money and never had any widow or any=
thing like that, should morally be entitled to this privi=-
lege.

Mr, SPEAKER: Is the hon, member’s point of order
still continuing?

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affimative uithout
division,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move

that you do now leave the Chair and the House go into Com=
mittee on this Bill,

Hon, C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-

tive without division,

Mr, SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went
into Committee on the Bill, Mr, BATSON in the Chair,

Clauses ] and 2 were called andpassed,

Clause 3 was called it reads as follows: -

3. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section this Act
applies to -

(a) every person who, at the date of the com=
mencement of this Act, is a public officer
in the service of this Government and is or
had been a contributor under the Actof 1928
unless any such person, not later thanthree
months after that date elects that this Act
shall not apply to him;

() every person who is appoimed to be apublic
officer in the service of this Government
after the date of the commencement of this
Act;

(c) every person, other than a person mention=
ed in paragraph (a) of this subsection, who,

at the date of the commencement of this Act,
is a contributor under the Act of 1928 and
not later than six months after that date,
elects that this Act shall apply to him,

(2) The Governor may extend the time within which
an election is required to be made under subsection (1) if
in the circumstances of any particular case he considers
it equitable to do so,

(3) Any person =

(a) who, after the date of the commencement of
this Act, is appointed on transfer fromother
public service to be a public officer in the
service of this Government; and

{b) who is a contributor to an approved scheme
in that or some other public service, may on
application to the Governor accompanied by
satisfactory evidence that he is a contribu=
tor to any such approved scheme, be exemp=
ted by the Governor from the provisions of
this Act,

(4) The Governor may from time to time require
any person exempted under subsection (3) to produce
satisfactory evidence that he is still a contributor to an
approved scheme,

(5) In this section ‘‘approved schemrme'® means any
statutory widows® and children's pensions scheme approved
by the Governor for the purposes of this section,

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, inconnection
with this Clause, if you look at the Act and in paragraph
(2) (1) the Bill which we are now considering, you will see
that it reads as follows:=

‘* (a) everypersonwho,at the date of the commence~
ment of this Act, is a public officer in the service of this
Government and is or had been a contributor under the
Act of 1928, unless any such person, not later than three
months after that date elects that this Act shall not apply
w h.(m;”

I am asking leave to make an amendment as follows:=

That paragraph (a) of clause 3(1) be deleted and the
following paragraph be substituted therefor =

(a) every person who, at the date of the com=~
mencement of this Act =

(i) 1is a public officer in the service of
this Government and is or had beena
contributor under the Act of 1928; or

(i) is the substantive holder of an office
to which subsection (8) of section-2
relates,

unless any such person, not later thanthree
months after that date, elects that this Act
shall not apply to him;**;

That is how it is proposed that this paragraph should
read, If you will look at Sub=section (2) of Section 9 of the
Act, you will see the sort of persons to whom the Act re=~
lates, The reason for this amendment is, I am told, that
there are 2 number of employees at the Housing Author=
ity and the Agricultural Credit Bank, as are set out inthe
Schedule 1o the Act, who normally now contribute to the
Widows and Orphans Pension Fund, and the purpose of
this amendment is to include them under the provisions of
the present Act so that they should be eligible, or rather
that the provisions of the Act will apply to all public ser=
vants including the members of these two independent
athorities, namely, the Agricultural Credit Bank and the
Housing Authority, Mr, Chairman, I ask leave to make that
amendment,

There being no objection, leave uas granted the
Hon, Minister,
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Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, 1begto move
that Clause 3 as amended stand part of the Bill,

Hon, C. E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question that Clause 3 as amended stand part of
the Bill was put and resolvedin the affimative without

division,
Clause 4 was called, It reads as follows:—

4, (1) Where this Act applies to any person by the op~
eration of paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 3 or
by an election made under paragraph (c) of the same sub~
section, then, subject to the provisions of this section that
person shall, from the date of the commencement of this
Act ==

(a) cease to be a contributor under the Act of
1928 and be deemed to have been a contribue
tor under this Act for the same number of
years as that for which he was a contributor
under the Act of 1928;

() cease to enjoy the privileges and benefits
of a comributor under the Act of 1928;

(c) if at that date he is in other public service,
become a contributor under this Act in re=
spect of the salary payable tohimfromtime
to time in that service;

(d) if, before that date, hehad retired from pub=
lic service or other public service, become
a contributor under this Act in respect of
the pension or salary in respect of whichhe
was a contributor under the Act of 1928,

(2) Where pursuant to subsection (1) any person
ceases to be a contributor and to enjoy the privileges and
benefits of a contributor under the Act of 1928 the aggre=
gate rate of any widow's pension and any children’s pen=
sion payable under this Act shall not at any time be at a
lower rate than the rate of pension which would have been
payable under the Act of 1928 to his beneficiaries at the
date of the commencement of this Act,

(3) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of subsection (1)
any person who was a contributor under section 33 of the
Act of 1928 shall be deemed tohave been a contributor un=
der this Act for the number of years which bears the same
proportion to the number of years for whichhe was a con~
tributor under section 33 of the Act of 1928 as his contri~
butions during that period bear to the amount of contribu=
tions whichwould otherwise have been payable under section
8 of the Act of 1928,

(4) For the purposes of this section —

‘‘a contributor under section 33 of the Act of
1928'"* means a person who pursuamnt to section
33 of the Act of 1928 was a contributor under that
Act only in respect of the excess of the salary
receivable by him as a public officer in the ser=
vice of this Government over the amount on which
he was contributing or was a contributor w0 a
Widows® and Children’s Fund or Scheme in an=
other territory at the date of his appointment as
a public officer inthe service of this Government,

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: In connection with this Clause,
Mr, Chairman, it is proposed to amend paragraph (a) of
Subsection (1) by deleting that paragraph and substituting
therefor the following paragraph:=

** (a) cease to be a contributor under the Act of 1928
and be deemed to have been a corrributor under
this Act for the entire period of his pensionable
service before the commencement of this Act;*%;

I am therefore asking leave to delete that paragraph
in this Clause and to substitute therefor the paragraph
which I have just read out,

There being no objection, leave was granted the

Hon, Minister,

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, I begto
move that Clause 4 as amended stand part of the Bill,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: 1 beg to second that,
The question that Clause 4 as amended stand part
of the Bill was put and resolved in the affirmative with-

out division,

Mr, MILIL ER came in to the Committee and took his

seat,

Clauses 5 to 13 inclusive were called separately

and passed,
156 p,m,

Clouses 14 and 15 were called and passed,

Clause 16 was called, [t reads as follous:—

16, (1)1 Any person who becomes a public officer under
this Government after a period of service in a non=pen=
sionable office, or a period of acting servicein a pension=
able office, may within one month of the date on which he
becomes a public officer elect whether or not to pay, in
respect of any such period of non=pensionable service taken
into account under the Pensions Act aspensionable ser-
vice, contributions equal to two per centum of the salary
recefved by him during that period,

(2) Contributions under this section may be paid
either in a lump sum or by deductions made fromthe
officer's salary over a period not exceeding three years,

B) If a public officer elects not to pay contributions
in respect of any such period of servicetaken into account
as pensionable service under the Pensions Act, then any
pension payable under this Act to his widow or his or her
children shall bear the same proportion to the pension
which would have been payable had those contributions been
paid as the number of completed months for which contribu~
tions have been paid bears to his number of completed
months of pensionable service not exceeding four hundred,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, there are two
proposed amendments in Clause 16, In line 7 of subclause
(1), the word ‘‘non=-pensionable '’ has been found to be super~
fluous and subclause (3) has also been found to be super=
fluous, If you refer to section 7 (5) you will see almost the
same provisions there as set out here in this Clause,

1 therefore beg to move that section 16 as amended
stand part,

Hon, C. E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-

tive without di vision,
Clause 17 was called and passed,

Clause 18 was called, |t reads as follows:—

18 (1) ¥ -

(a) when a person who has made contributions
under this Act ceases to be a publicofficer,
it appears that he has had no wife throughout
the period beginning with the date of his first
appointment as a public officer in the ser-
vice of this Government and ending on the
date when he ceases to be a public officer;
or

(b) a person who has made contributions under
this Act ceases to be a public officer under
such circumstances that he is not eligible
for the grant of a pension and would not have

Tk




become eligible under paragraph (b) or para~

graph (c) of subsection (1) of section 6,
the whole of his contributions shall be returned to him or
his legal personal representative,

(2) Where a person who has made contributions un~
der this Act ceases to be a public officer in such circume=
stances that he is eligible only for the grant of a gratuity,
then, unless he retired fron the public service in the cire
cumstances defined in paragraph (5) of section 6 of the
Pensions Act, he may elect that the whole of his contri=
butions may be returned to himin returnfor the surrender
of such benefits as might enure under this Act to his widow
and his or her children,

(3) I a person who has made contributions under
this Act has no wife when he ceases to be a public officer,
then if there are no children of his or of any wife of
his, who remain eligible for a children’s pension, there
shall be returned to him or to his legal personal repre-
sentative suchof those contributions, beginning with the last
of them, as is necessary to secure that the period in re=-
spect of which contributions have been paid by him without
being returned does not extend beyond the date on which he
last had a wife,

4) In determining the amount of any contributions
to be returned under this section to any person or to his
legal personal representative account shall be taken of all
contributions made by that person under the Act of 1928,

(5) Where any contributions are returned under
this section, and addition shall be made to those contribu=
tions of one and one quarter per centumof the total amount
of the returned contributions,

Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD: We are amending Clause 18
to include at the end of subclause (3)the following words:~

*‘or, as the case may be, the date on which any child
of his or of any wife of his, ceased to be eligible for a
children’s pension,”

The Act provides for the refund to a bachelor on re=
tirement, eic, from the Service of his entire contribution
plus interest at the rate of 1 1/4%, Likewise, if a married
man’s last wife predeceases him, he isentitledto a refund
of his contribution plus 1 1/4% interest, The Government
will have been using his money all downthrough the years,
his wife has predeceased him, and therefore he is entitled
to a refund plus interest at the rate of 1 1/4%, and this is
also applicable in case his last child diesor ceases to be=
come eligible under the Act, In order to set this out clear=
ly, it is proposed to amend Section 18 in the manner I
have already shown by adding the words which I have al=
ready read,

SUSPENSION QOF SITTING

Mr. CHAIRMAN left the Chair and Mr, SPEAKER
took the Chair,

Mr, SPEAKER: It now being 2,0'clock p,im,, this Sit=
ting now stands suspended until 2,30 o’clock p.n.
On Resumption;

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, 1 observe that
there is no Quorum, and ask that you direct the Clerk to
ring the Bell,

Mr, SPEAKER: I thank the hon, member, Please let the
Bell be rung,

The Bell was rung, and a quorum was obtained,

Mr, SPEAKER: I am advised by the Clerk that during
the morning on account of inadvertence all notices were not
given, I have no objection and I hereby grant leave to the
giving now of such notices,

QUESTIONS

Mr, BATSON: Mr, Speaker, I beg to give notice of the
following Question:=

_— e

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:

Is Government aware that the people of Shop Hill, St,
Thomas are very concerned over the fact that they have not
as yet been afforded with a Toilet and Bath in the said area?

2, Will the Minister make it possible to accommodate
the said people with their request?

Mr, SPEAKER: Through no fault of the hon, senior
member for St, Thomas Iwas not afforded an opportunity of
perusing this question as no copy of it was placed on my
file, nor was any mention made of it at all on my notice
paper which is blank, Inrespect of this question, may I just
point out that it inquires whether the Governmentis aware
that the people of Shop Hill, St, Thomas, are concerned over
a certain fact, and then the question goes on to ask whether
the Minister would make it possible to accommodate the
said people with their request, What is their request? May
I suggest that no mention is madeof the request in the first
instance? I will have the question so amended to include the
toilet and bath which they requested,

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move
that a Bill to provide for the operation in the Island of a
Company to e known as the West Indies Hospital Funds
Limited and for various matters connected therewith be
now read a first tme,

Hom, C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that,
The question was put and resolvedin the affirma-

tive without division,
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Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, Lknow that hon,
members would like to leave early; therefore, the Govern=
ment only proposes to finish the Billnow in Committee and
deal with the two amendments from the Other Place,

1 amn, therefore, going to move the suspensionof Stand=.

ing Orders Nos, 5, 14, 16 and 18 in order to finish off
Government Business and then to adjourn for today’s sit=
ting,

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, before you put the question,
1 would like to find owmt from the Hon, Minister just some=
thing, He said that he is only going to finish the present Bill
and deal with the amendments fromthe Other Place, I want
10 be sure that he is not dealing with the Bill which was just
given notice of, Just let me ask him if he intends to deal
with that Bill,

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: No,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second the motion,

The question was put and resolved in the affim a-
tive without division,

HOUSE RESUMES COMMITTEE ON BILL

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: 1 beg to move that Govern=
men Business be now resumed,

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division, -

Mr. SPEAKER: When the sitting of the House was sus=
pended, the House was in Commitee,

Mr, SPEAKER left the Chair and thetHouse resumed
Committee on the Bill, Mr, BATSON in the Chair,

Mr, CHAIRMAN: When the House was in Committee at
the suspeunsion, the Hon, Leader of the House was speaking
on Clause 18, .

Hon, W, A, CRAWF ORD: Mr, Chairman, at the adjourn=
ment, 1 was speaking on the proposed amendment to Clause
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18, I think I have finished all the remarks which I want to
make on it and 1 beg to move that Clause 18 stand part,

Hon, C. E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Chairman, it was on this Clause
that I was pointing out to the Hon, Minister that this deals
with the return of contributions to certain members of the
Public Service and it is stated:

) I =

(a) when a person who has made contributions
under this Act ceases to be apublicofficer,
it appears that he has had no wife throughout
the period beginning with the date of his first
appointment as a public officer in the service
of this Government and ending on the date
when he ceases to be a public officer; or

(b) a person who has made contributions under
this Act ceases to be a public officer under
such circumstances that he is noteligible for
the grant of a pension and would nothave be=
come eligible under paragraph (b) or para=-
graph (c) of subsection (1) of section 6,

the whole of his contributions shall be returned to him or
his legal personal representative,’*

Now, Mr, Chairman, I pointed out to the Hon, Minister
that unless they have made arrangementg on agreement,
may be, with the CivilService Association, this is a matter
of principle, When you give back a man hig contpibutions,
you are giving himback his contributions becauss he has no
means of getting the benefits from the contributions which
he has made, The Hon, Minister did not tell us what is the
standing with the Widows and Orphans Fund, and if & man
dies tomorrow or after the coming into operation of this
Act, his legal personal representative would be entitled to
the contributions which he has made, Therefore, I have
asked the Hon, Minister what happens to the man who re-
tired last week? What about his contributions? Is he en~
titled to them? The Hon, Minister said that he did not think
the Act would work retroactively, I would saythat if 8 man
makes contributions to this Fund, he should be entitled to
what be has contributed, It is a matter of equity, I feel it is
somewhat hard on an officer if youdo not give him bagk his
contributions, What arrangements have been made for the
differential? You are now going totake out %% of a person's
salary instead of #. To whatextent are the people going to
benefit from that?

This Bill is somewhat difficult and Iwould not lke my
debate to get involved inthat, As Imentioned earlier, I feel
that any person making a contribution should be entitled
to the contributions which be has paid up if he had no wife
and was a bachelor, I feel thatis a matter of principle be-
cause he had made this contribution, f you are not going
to say that, then what is the fundamental reason for one
who retires pext year and he is going to get back all of what
he has contributed as againstthe manwho retired last year
and who has already paid in his money? I fee] that those
pensioners should get back theirs too because, in any case,
it was never fair to ask somebody to make contribution to
a Fund and then when they are not eligible for any bepefit
from it through their having no wife or children, yet they
made contributions for other persons,
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Now that the Government has done this, Ifeel that these
people should be entitled to their money, This is one of
those things which nobody seems to know what is the
amount of the Fund, On one occasion the Hon, Premier
said that there was no fund at all; money was just being
paid in and you did not know how much it was, whether it
was $1 million, $2 million, $4 million, $10 million, (A
MEMBER: Or one penny,) Or one penny, as the hon, junior
member for St, Thomas has just said sose voce, Persons
who have contributed to the Widows and Orphans Pension
Fund who are at present pensioners should be entitled to
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receive the contributions which they have made if they are
not eligible to receive themn from the Fund,

Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, the reply to
the point which has been raised by the hon, senior member
for St, Peter is that there is no refund, My information is
that this matter was considered by aSub=committee of the
Whitley Council and from the information which Isee here,
Sir, the Sub=committee do not agree that any change should
be made with regard to refunds of contributions in respect
of Widowers who will have retired before this new Bill
becomes effective, It was said, Sir, that it will be appre~
ciated that the Government carries a liability during the
life~time of a wife and also with regard to the 20~year
guarantee in respect of an officer who dies after only one
month'’s service, I should like to point out that there are
contributors to the existing scheme who are actually now
in receipt of pensions and they are given the option to enter
the new scheme and pay a contribution at the rate of 2% of
salary until they reach the age of 60 years,

Mr. Chairman, there are now only 91 pensioners who
contribute to the scheme and of that number of pensioners,
27 pay on their salaries and 64 payon their pensions, With
reference to the actual amendment which Iread out earlier,
the amendment to this particular Clause 18, hon, members
will remember that the amendment was for the substitution
at the end of sub=clause (3) of this Clause 18 the following
words:=

‘‘or, as the case may be, the date on which any child
of his or of any wife of his, ceased t¢ be eligible for a
children's pension,*’

1 said that a bachelor now is entitled to a refund, on
retirement from the service, of the entire contribution plus
interest at the rate of 1 1/4%, If he was never married or
if he never had any children, therefore he neither had a
widow nor children dependent upon him, then he gets back
his entire contributions when he retires from the service
plus 1 1/4% interest on the ground that the Government
was receliving lLis money, and therefore he is entitled not
only to the principal but also to interest at the maximum
rate which the Government can afford, The amendment
provides for a man whose wife predeceased him or who had
no children when he retired, The amendment specially ap=
plies to a married man who resigned after the death of his
last wife or the date on whichhe became eligible for a pen=
sion under the Act. That is alllcan say on this matter; the
amendment which has been circulated provides for the man
whose wife predeceased him or who had no child dependent
upon him when he retired from the public service,

The question that Clause 18 as amended stand part
of the Bill, was put and resolved in the affirative with~

out division,

Clauses 19 to 29 inclusive were callied separately

and passed,

The Schedule was called and agreed to,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, [begtc move
that you do now report the passing of this Bill in Committee
with amendments,

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division,

3.05 p.m,

Mr, CHAIRMAN reported the passing in Committee
of one Bill uith amendments and Mr, SPEAKER resumed
the Chair and reported accordingly,

On the separate motions of Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD,
seconded in each case by Hon, C, E. TALMA, the Bill
was read a third time and passed,

¢
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AMENDMENTS BY LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TO
WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION BILL, 1963

Mr, SPEAKER: We now proceed with Order No, 5
which stands in the name of the Hon, Leader of the House,
the hon, senior member for St, Philip,

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, the next Item
on the Order Paper deals with the amendments by the Other
Place to the Bill known as the Workmen'"s Compensation
Bill, and hon, members will see from the Message which
has been circulated that the Honourable House has been
asked to agree with one of these amendments, The amend=
ment with which we agree is contained inthe second para=
graph of the proposed Message, namely, the numbering of
the sub~clause immediately following sub=clause 6 as sub=
clause 7, I think Sir, this is anobvious error and the House
will therefore readily agree with this amendment,

I therefore beg to move that this amendment be now
read a first time,

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affima-
tive without division,

On the separate motions of lHon, W, 1, CRAFFORD,
seconded in each case by Hon, (. £, T MA1, the amend-

ment uwas read a second time and agreed w,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Now, Mr, Speaker, there are
certain of the amendments which the Government cannot
possibly accept and therefore we are asking the House not
to accept them, The Message which we have circulated
sets out in detail the reasons for disagreement, and if you
look at paragraph 3, you will see set out the reasons for
our non~concurrence with the amendments to Clause 2, The
reasons are as follows:

The first one deals with the definition of the word
‘dependants*®, and we contend, Sir, that the said para-
graph deals with parents or grand=parents of illegitimate
offspring, and it would be incorrect for drafting purposes
= and indeed {llogical to include a provision that refers to
any other relationship in a paragraph of this nature, The
Other Place has proposed with regard to Clause 2 the
insertion of this paragraph:

‘Member of a family' means wife or husband, father,
mother, grand-father, grandmother, stepfather, step=-
mother, son, daughter, grandson, granddaughter, stepson,
stepdaughter, brother, sister, half=brother, halfesister

_or other relative to whom the deceased workman was
related by blood,

If you will look in the original Bill at the definition of
the word ‘‘dependant'’, you will see that the amendment
by the Other Place would limit this definition to include
only a reputed husband or wife living continucusly with the
deceased workman for the period stated therein,
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It was our intention, as orginally confirmed, to include
and extend the provisions to any personother than the per=
sons referred to in paragraph (a) in the definition of ‘‘de=
Nﬂdaﬂ n'

Furthermore, the amendment by the Other Place as
worded and sent by us would include a reputed husband or
wife who has been living continuously with the deceased
workman for a period of six months and not in the case of
five, ten or even twenty years previously to the death of
the workman, This was not the policy of the Government
at all, We wanted to provide for a man living in common=
law marriage form with a woman from whomhe had child=
ren in a house, and if he was injured in the course of his
employment, we wanted the definition of ‘‘dependant to
mean that the reputed wife and the children resulting from
this common law assoclation to be entitled as a right to
compensation,

o

Now, the definition given by the Other Place to
‘dependamt’ would, as I poimted out, and as they have
pointed out in their proposed amendment, apply only to a
reputed wife or husband living continuously although the
stated period of concubinage occured five, ten or twenty
years previously, We could not accept that ar all, The
whole aim of the Government was to provide compensation
under this Act for cases approved of and which still occur
in the Island in which a common law wife and common law
children will have legal entitlements to the compensation to
which the injured worker of himnself was entitled, In other
words, people living out of lawful wedlock should in our
conception be protected in the same manner as people
living in the conventional manner, and the proposed defini=
tion by the Other Place, we think, was completely illogical
and would not give the proper considerationtothe circum=
stances existing in Barbados,

Furthermore, we pointed out in this Message that we
saw no necessity for the amendment to the definition
“‘member of a family® because paragraph (b)of the defini=-
tion ‘‘dependants® in its original form would enable the
persons envisaged by the amendment as well as any other
person who submits the proof required by the paragraph
to be deemed to be a ‘‘dependant’’,

Sir, we do not think the Other Place has given proper
consideration to this matter at all, Theyhave gone off on a
tangent and lost sight entirely of the actual aims and ob=
jects of the Government in the Bill which was sent to the
Legislature and therefore, except for the error in the
paragraph to which I have made earlier reference, the
Government cannot, and does not see its way, to accept
the other amendments proposed by the Other Place, Accord~
ingly, the House of Assembly is asked to reject the amend-
ments to Clause 2 and has accordingly further amended the
Bill which is returned here,

The Message concludes by respectfully inviting the
Honourable the Legislative Council to concur inthe passing
of the Bill as amended,

Sir, I am sure that hon, members who have read the
original Bill = and I think they allhave == if they compare
the amendments by the Other Place submitted to this
Chamber readily would concur in this proposed Message
to the Other Place, I think we can safely say that we, in
this Chamber, know more about the relationships which
exist betweenthe workers and their families = their legal
or reputed wives or their children whether illegitimate
or legitimate = and we have made no bones about our
contention to see to it that the mother of children living in
the house, and the children themselves of an injured
worker, whether married or not, are entitled to any com=
pensation to which he is entitled under the provisions of
this Act and we therefore make no apology for refusing to
accept this distortion of our conception by the Other Place,

If you look at the Bill as has been passed by the House,
you will see in the definition Clause that we specifically
included any person other than the person referred to in
paragraph (a) which sets out the persons who are wholly
or partly dependant upon the earnings of the workman at
the time of his death, or would but for the incapacity due
to the accident have been so dependent = any person other
than those persons who proves to the satisfaction of a
judge that he was wholly or partly dependent upon the
earnings of a workman at the time of his death, or would
but for the incapacity due to the accident have been so
dependert, So long as you can prove you are dependent,
that is all,

I, therefore, beg to move that the amendments to
Clause 2 as set out by the Other Place be disagreed with,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,
3,25 pam,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Speaker, first of all, I do not
agree with the I, Leader of the House that the amend=
ment by the Other Place is a distortion of what the Goy=
ernment waated to do as regards their policy, This is one




of those amendments in which, I believe, both sides seem
to be trying to do the best they could for the dependants of
workmen who might meet with fatal accidents or otherwise,
The hon, member’s interpretation is not our interpreta=
tion, The amendment from the Other Place wants to limit
the time during which a man is living with a woman as
his reputed wife before that woman can make a claim, 1
believe that after 25 years® experience in handling these
things, this amendment was done with the highest and
purest of motives, It can be interpreted in just the opposite
way to what the Hon, Minister has said and therefore I am
voting for this amendment, I do so from my experience,

We know, Mr, Speaker, that there is a very high rate
of illegitimacy in Barbados, The hon, member says that
he did not think that there was anyone who knew more of
this type of thing than members of the Government, Well,
Sir, I do not want to take up that challenge because I do
not know in what respect the hon, member means; but from
my experience in dealing with these cases, 1 do know that
it is the tendency in this country for men, after they have
lived with women and those women have borne them from
five to nine or twelve children, to leave them and go and
live with other women, With this high rate of illegitimacy
in this island, there is the tendency for men to fall for
women of their own age~-group and then they have not got
much more use for them, There are hundreds of cases in
this country which I have come across where men will
leave these women to the wolves, take up young women and
it may be they will remain with these women for two
months or so and automatically these women who are now
in the houses are more attractive thanthe ones with whom
the men have been living for sixteen or eighteen years,
The young women bear these mentwo children and, accord=
ing to the original Bill, these young women are the ones
who can make the claim, The women with the several
children will be the sufferers. I am asking hon, members
to see that this amendment from the Other Place is an
honest suggestion, I have not seen any two, three or five
dozen cases; I see these cases every week, A woman will
come up to you and say: ‘“The man has got a better job
and he has gone after another woman'’, Hon, members
know that that is exactly the truth; a man will live with
a woman and she bears him five or six children - as a
matter of fact, we have had the experience where they have
been as many as fourteen children; you suggest marriage
to a man in these circumstances, and he just does not
consider that, He probably takese.eees (AS/IDES):

At this stage, Mr, SPEAKER knocked the gavel,

Mr, SPEAKER: Is the hon, senfor member for St,
Peter attempting to rise on a point of order?

Mr, WALCOTT: On a pointof order, Iwant to say, Sir,
than an illegitimate child has to be rewarded at any time,
no matter how many times a man may leave a woman,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Speaker, that is notthe point, but
in any case, the hon, senior member for St, Peter can
speak on the rejection of this amendment, I am moving
that this part of the amendmenteesees

Mr, SPEAKER: I do not think that the hon, member
can make that motion,

Mr, MOTTLEY: It is absolutely clear to me, Sir, that
there should be some limit in this matter, The experience
of my colleague, the hon, junjor member for the City, is
not as long as my own, but he certainly has a lot of ex=
perience about these matters,

Hon, C, E, TALMA: On a point of order, I am sorry to
interrupt the hon, member, but he is giving the House the
impression that illegitimate children who are not living
under the same roof at the demise of the father would not
get any benefit, That & wrong impression; that will be seen
if the Clause is properly read. If the hon, member will
read the Clause properly he will see that all illegitimare
children will benefit no matter under how many roofs they
live,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Speaker, I am talking about the
women now, With this high rate of illegitimacy in this
island, what happens is that a man will leave one woman
and go off with another in two months’ time or whatever
it may be. The hon, member says that the first woman
can claim compensation, However, Sir, I do not think that
I will waste any more time withthis amendment, That part
of the amendment which deals with the question of the
continuous living by a reputed husband or wife with the
deceased workman for a period of six menths previous
to his death, I will support, but I cannot support the other
part of the amendment,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, you willunderstand that
we have to give great consideration to this matter because
we, as an organization have submitted a Iot of amendments,
You cannot read this on the basis of emotionalism,
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The Hon, Minister has corrected the hon, member
because the Council is only amending the Clause dealing
with the definition of what is a parent or grandparent, At
first blush, when you look at ‘‘or other relative to whom
he is related by blood*’, that would appear to be all right,
but persons have to realise that the whole point of the
Workmen®s Compensation Act so far as compensation to
persons is concerned is really paying a pension to depen=
dent persons, and I want to show the fallacy of the hon,
member’s argument, The section we passed reads as
follows:

‘*Any person other than a person referred to in para=
graph (a) of this definition who proves to the satisfaction
of a Judge that he was wholly or in part dependenteeeee.”

The Judge has to listen to any personother than those
you have named to determine whether he was dependent on
the deceased worker, but the Council put in ‘“‘a reputed
husband or wife who has been living continuously with the
deceased workman for six months previous to his death,”
That means that if a person lives with me for six months
in 1898 and 1 die, she should come along, because this does
not say six months immediately prior to my death, I can
live with as many women in Barbados as will allow me and
they produce children for me, but the law protects the child-
ren, which it must do, Now women are free=lancers because
there is no law which says that your reputed wife must live
with you and you alone; so the hon, member cannot expect
in this Act for a reputed wife tohave more protection than
a legal ope, A wife does not get this protection, because if
a man's wife is proved to commit adultery and he gets a
divorce, she does not get anything if there is a legal
separation; but you cannot have a legal separation from a
woman you caught doing the same thing that your wife did,
You will find that would be aproblem, A man may be living
with & woman, she has children for him, but he is forced
to Jeave her for reasons of adultery or other reasons, He
goes and takes up another woman, she has no children from
him, but for practical purposes she is his wife as against
the one that has voluntarily divorced herself by her action,
I appreciate the difficulties which the hon, senior member
for Bridgetown has stated of previous women and their
genuine hardships. Sometimes it is not the women's fault
that the man elects to go with another woman who has no
children and leaves out the one who has children, That is
the price she has to pay for the freedom of not forcing the
man to marry her, Those of us who are married know that
there was some element of force or coercion,

Mr, SPEAKER: Does the hon, member mean persua=
sion?

Mr, WALCOTT: Forceful persuasion, Sir. I know how
strong the hon, member is on thesethings on humanitarian
grounds, but unfortunately with the Workmen’s Compensa=
tion Act and in our society wherethere are lots of common
law marriages, it would be extremely difficult to enter
this Clauss, because if you put it before a Judge like this,
you would have an army of reputed wives, because as it
StARAS NOW,eeees

Mr, MOTTLEY: On a point of order, as it stands now
you can have an army of reputed wives,

i
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Mr, WALCOTT: The amendment from the Other Place
says “‘a reputed husband or wife who has been living con~
tinuously with the deceased workman for six meonths
previous to his death', That means that in 1902 some
woman lved with you for six months continuously, and
another lived with you for eighteen months, and you can
get fifteen women who lived with you on that pasis before
you died, but their intention, Mr, Speaker, was to define a
reputed personinthe Act, Our contention is that in & matter
like this there is no point in defining a reputed -lie, be=
cause our Bill says ‘‘any person other than a person re=
ferred to in paragraph (a) of this definition who proves to
the satisfaction of a Judge that he was wholly or in part
dependent upon the earnings of the workman at the time
of his death, or would but for the incapacity due to the
accident have been so dependent.’® Any woman who can
satisfy a Judge that she is the man's reputed wife gets the
money; there is no question about that, and Ihave not
found any difficulty in a reputed wife being able to get the
compensation, The point about it, Mr, Speaker, is that the
Judge does not go on the length of time; he works on the
evidence that comes before him to determine who is to be
regarded as the reputed wife, We are not living in Africa;
so no Judge is going to permit a man to have two reputed
wives, Mr, Speaker, the hon, member must be practical,
You cannot expect a Judge to grant a man two reputed
wives and grant all of us in here who are married one;
therefore how can it work?

Mr, MOTTLEY: On a point of elucidation, is the hon,
member really suggesting that a Judge would not aliow a
man two reputed wives, and he thinks thatis not practical,

Mr. WALCOTT: No court in Barbados or inthe British
Commonwealth territories can allow a man two reputed
wives, (Mr, MOTTLEY: You are making funf) How you
mean I am making fun? Iam not talking about giving relief,
How can any Court pass judgment that a man had two wives
in Barbados unless you are playing play-play Court or
tamarind tree Court? Only one person in law is your wife;
so you can only take one person in law as a reputed wife,
no matter how many more women you have, You cannot
make the law bocks and say youknow a man has one woman,
but so far as the Board is concerned, there are five women,
Any Judge making that nonsense of the Law Courts would
be making fun, That is the only way I can interpret it, A
man and woman must decide in their own lives where they
are going, because you cannot ask a Judge to be a miracie
marl,
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I do not see how you canexpect anything, If a man had
another woman and that worman does not get anything, that
is the price which she has to pay for tagging on, (A VOICE:
What about a man who is living with his wife and has another
woman?) Mr, Speaker, I am practical enough to know that
a man who has a wife can be living together with his wife
and yet he has other wives, However, under our law, i we
do not grant a man two legal wives, how can you suggest
that we should grant him more than one reputed wife? We
are administering the law as distinet from working on any
emntional basis,

What the hon, member is insisting on = and if I had to
make any difference =1is the question of people even related
by blood, He is referring to some other persons related
to you by blood, but the original clause is wide enough to
provide for a man who is supporting his cousin, I can tell
you this from a personal point of view, Ihave relatives
who, if I had not been married, would be the persons who
should come forward and say that I gave them so and so.
Under this Act, they do not have to be related to you by
blood either, because if a Judge is satisfied that you died
as a result of an accident and there is some person or
persons whom you had adopted, even if you did not do so
legally, and let us say that you were sending this child to
school and that person were living with youfor the last ten
years, the Court would grant that child compensation as if
it were a child of yours, That is where this Bill is wide
enough to cover these things,

There was a time when a reputed wife never entered
into the picture, This is what “‘any other persons’® mean,

We have not written the words ‘‘reputed wife’’ inthe Act
for this reason because if you wrote ‘‘reputed wife**, you
will have to glve a definition of that, but you are not re=
quired to give a definition for ‘‘other persons*®, Those
same points which the hon, member made were originally
thought of, We discussed it very clearly but we found out
that ‘“‘other persons’® would cover reputed wives as well,

Sir, [ would like to see the laws in Barbados covering
this whole question so as to avoid this very heavy legal
process which one has to go through today because I have
had this experience now, We have money to be paid out to
people through a boy who was killed at the Exhibition, This
boy left four children, and under owr Provident Fund, we
agreed that a payment should be made to his represema=
tives; but one of the problems whichwehave is that he had
four illegitimate children and we find it difficult to decide
because he has these four children from four different
women, The question is which was his wife, In each case,
he left this wornan because she had a second child for, let
us say, Mr, Jones or another name, This man left four
children, but from four different women; therefore, it would
be very difficult for any Judge to come along and say that
he had {our reputed wives, That is why I say to the hon,
member tiat I cannot work on the assumption, He had four
different wives because there were four children from
different women, but it may be a case that he left three of
them completely out for many years,

This weuld not help at all, This only asks the Judge
how bhe should arrive at a decision, This seeks to do the
duty of a Judge, My view isthatthe Judge will have to take
evidence to prove when the man died with whom he was
living or visiting as a wife or whom he was sleeping at,
You generally ook for the person withwhomhe was sleep=
ing and who was cooking his food and washing his clothes,
1 would go so far and say that a Judge in Barbados who
cannot get down to earth as we do is not fit to be a Judge
in Barbados,

1 do not think that the hon, member is suggesting that
there should be compensation for as many women as
equivalent of children, I do notthinkthathe was suggesting
that the mother of every child should be given compensa=
tion when every woman in that respect was not his reputed
wife at the time of his death, She may have been his reputed
wife at some time of his life but not at the time of his death,
The reason why I draw that to the hon, member’s attention
is that even your legal wife is not always your wife,
If there is a separation, the fact that your legal wife has
six children for you would not give her the right to
compensation if you died, The hon, member should know
that if a man is separated from his wife by divorce, she
is not legally his wife; but if he is not separated by divorce
she is still legally his wife and yvet he may have a reputed
wife with children, In that respect the children are going to
get compensation, The Judge is going to determine how
much he is going to give the children, The point which the
hon, member fails to understand is that if a man is living
with a woman while he has a wife who is living and there
is no legal separation, his wife is still a dependent of his,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Not necessarily,
Mr, WALCOTT: Do not tell me that, She is a dependent,

Mr, MOTTLEY: No,
3.55 petml,

Mr., WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I would not need to
argue that,

Mr, SPEAKER: Nor does the hon, member need to
listen to asides, (Langhter)

Mr, WALCOTT: A man’s second wife is always a
dependant unless the Court makes itotherwise, If the woman
has not made herself right during the man’s lifetime and
he decides 1o bat in the second innings, she has to pay the
price, That is as simple as it is, Men and women live to=
gether in a small cummunity like this and that is the mat=
ter, If we take the chance, this is where the women will
suffer more than the men; if aman's wife is alive and they
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are not separated legally, the hon, member need not argue
that the wife, unless a Will ismadeto the contrary, is en=
titled to the estate, That is why Isay that the hon, member
should visw the amendment from the Other Place in the
light that if we agree to a reputed husband and wife living
together continuously with the deceased workman for six
months previous to his death, that is something which the
Court should take into accoumt, To write that in and say
that you must prove this to the satisfaction of the Judge
is unnecessary, In my opinion, when a man dies, only one
reputed wife can be entitled to benefit,

‘Mr, LYNCH: Mr, Speaker, 1 rise to support the re-
marks of my colleague, the hon, senior member for the
City, as to this amendment, With a background of slavery
such as is to be found in this country, the system of con=
cubinage would naturally be very popular, and so this Bill
must be of the highest importance, Having had something
to do with administration in Local Government, I can bear
out what the hon, senior member for the City has said,
having regard to men straying from the marriage couch
and having excursions abroad, having at the back of their
minds probably a return to the original choice, Now, Mr,
Speaker, if this Bill were passed and the amendments were
disregarded you will find a situation such as this; what
happened when the displaced workers received their money
was that many of them would leave their original paramours
and-go abroad sometimes for two orthree weeks at a time
from one woman to another and, as the Bill at present
reads, if a man happens to die at that time, the woman
whom he happens to visit at the particular time would be
the one who would have to succeed to a considerable por=-
tion of his estate, We have found that men who were
usually over 40 years of age found themselves with more
money than they usually handle and they would look around
and spend two or three weeks at a time with one woman
or another, That is what happened when the displaced
workers got money and that would happen if they got
windfall money, You will find that workers who are married
will be looking around and forming temporary liaisons
with younger women, and as the Bill reads at present, if
anything - happens to one of these men at the time when
he was enjoying this temporary liaison with these women,
the one who would succeed to a portion of his estate would
be the one with whom he was enjoying that temporary
laison, despite the claim of the woman who was his real
and regular paramour,

‘Mr, Speaker, we do not think that that is the intention
of the Bill, The time element must enter into it and so
the amendment which reads: ‘‘A reputed husband or wife
who has been living continuously with the deceased work=
man for six months previous to his death® is the one
which should be considered, & isfeltthat six months would
be the pericd which would give the workmanenough time to
make up his mind as to whether he would remain in this
temporary liaison or whether he would move further afield
or return back home, That is the time limit with which
We Are at present concerned, The amendment would better
have been drafted to read ‘* A reputed husband or wife who
has been living continuously with the workmen for six
months preceding his death,’® That was the intention of the
amendment, It is not like what the last speaker has said
that the workman was living with a woman for six months
in 1902 and therefore she would have a claim, Violence
must not be done to commonsense, None of us could or
would argue with the Hon, Leader of the House on the ques=
tion of concubinage, but we have had some experience in
the ‘administration of Jocal Government and we see these
cases, which come to us week by week, of men who have
moved abroad from their marriage couch, because that is
what it is, and it is so regarded in most modern and
progressive coumries like Puerto Rico, for example, and
the law should not be damaged by such liaison without any
suggestion whatever of permanence about {teesees

Hon, Wi A. CRAWFORD; On a point of order, Mr,
Speaker, did I understand the hon, member to make some
reference to me in this matber?

Mr, LYNCH: Mr, Speaker, Iwas lauding the hon, mem=
ber's experience in matters of this sort,

Mr, SPEAKER: I am quite sure that the Hon, Leader of
the House has risen on a point of elucidation, -

Mr, LYNCH: Mr, Speaker, [ was referringtothe sup=
erior knowledge of the Hon, Leader of the House in matters
of this sort; but I say that we have some experience of the
matter in the administration of Local Government,

Mr, SPEAKER: Is that the point on which the Hon,
Leader of the House is seeking my ruling?

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: I am wondering if itis a
question of my experience in respect of Workmen'’s Com=
pensation or what? What is the hon, member referring to?

Mr, LYNCH: Mr, Spesker, we have all had some ex=
perience in this matter from the point of view of Local
Government, and our experience is that whenever men
find themselves in possession of handsome sums of money,
they will go abroad to find these temporary liaisons,
4,05 p,m, :

It would do violence to commonsense, therefore, Mr,
Speaker, if the law were phrased in such & way that if a
man died while enjoying one of these temporary Maisons
the lady whom he was visiting at the moment should suc=
ceed to a considerable portion of his estate,

The question that the amendments by the Other
Place to Clause 2 be now disagreed to, was put and re-

solved in the affirative, the House dividing as follows:

AYES: Mr. BATSON, Hon, |, C., TUDOR, Hon,
W. A CRAWFORD, Hon, C. E, TALMA, Hon. G. G.
FERGUSSON, Hon, A. DaC, EDWARDS, Mr. CORBIN,
Mr, WEEKES, Mr, LOWE and Mr. BOXILL - 10,

NOES: Mr, COWARD, Mr. HOLDER, Mr. SMITH,
MrMILLER Mr. SEALEY, Mr, LYNCH andMr. MOTTLEY -7

Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD:; Mr, Speaker, I beg to move
that the Message from the Houseto the Other Place do now
pass, .

Hon, C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put ond resolved in the affirma-

tive without division,

AMENDMENTS TO TRADE UNION BILL, 1963

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, there are two
other slight matters, Hon, members will recall that in
respect of the Trade Union Rill which we passed in this
House a few months ago and sent to the Other Place, it
was amended by the Other Place, The Hon, House invited
the Other Place eventually to withdraw the amendments
and the Other Place reconsidered and accepted the request
of this House, Well, the House nowhas to inform the Other
Place that it has disagreed with the amendments to the
Bill and invite the Other Place to pass the Rill in its
original form,

1 am therefore moving the passing of the following
Message from this House to the Other Place,

THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
TO
THE HONOURABLE THE LEGIBLATIVE COUNCIL

The House of Assembly has the honour to acknowledge
receipt of the Message of 3rd Septamber, 1963 from the
Honourable the Legislative Council relating to the amend=-
ments of Clause 39 of the Trade Union Bill, 1963,

2, The House of Assembly has the honour to inform the
Honourable the Legislative Council that in view of the
motion made and passed by the Honourable the Legislative
Council (mentioned in the said Message of 3rd September,
1963) agreeing to withdraw the amendments made by it
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to Clause 39 of the said Trade Union Bill, 1963, the House
has disagreed with the said amendments made to the said
Bill by the Honourable Council and invites the Honourable
Council to concur in the passing of the said Bill in the
form orginally submitted to it by the House,'*

In order to refresh the minds of hon, members with
the Message sent from the Other Place to the House, I
should like to read the Message sent to this House on 3rd
September by the Other Place, It reads as follows:=

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
TO
THE HONOURABLE THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

The Legislative Council has the honour to inform the
Honourable the House of Assembly in reply to the Message
of 16th July, 1963, from that Honourable House relating to
an amendment to clause 39 of the Trade Union Bill, 1963,
that the Council has given further consideration to the
Clause number 39 and to the amendment made by the
Council to that clause on the 2nd of July, 1963,

2. In view of the following facts which have come to
the attention of the Legislative Council since it last con-
sidered the Bill, that is to say:=

(a) that the Legislative Council in an Address to
His Excellency the Governor dated 5th De=
cember, 1950, expressed agreement withthe
view that the Council should be considered a
revising and delaying chamber provided that
legislation which has been rejected by the
Council shall not again come before it after
its passage through the House of Assembly
without such legislation having been first sub=-
mitted to the verdict of the people of the
Island at a General Election;

() that provisions relating to peaceful picketing
at residences had beenpreviously included in
legislation submitted to the Legislative Coun=
cil and had been rejected by the Council; and

(c) that it was expressly stated in the campaign
for the General Elections in 1961 by the party
now in office that the party if elected would
amend the Trade Union Act to provide for

peaceful picketing,

the Legislative Council has by motion, made and passed,
agreed to withdraw the following two amendments which it
made on the 2nd July, 1963, to clause 39 of the Trade Union
Bill, 1963:

(i) the deletion of the words ‘‘resides or* in
the fifth line of the clause;

(li) the insertion of the words ‘“‘other than
where he resides’ after the word *‘be**
in the sixth line,

The matter to which this refers is fresh in the minds
of hon, members, and Ibegto move that this Message from
the House to the Other Place do now pass.

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: 1 beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affima-

tive without division,
4,15 pm,

TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR IN STATEMENT

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: There is one other thing,
There was a slight typographical error in the Statememnt
with regard to the allocation of funds available out of the
Commonwealth Development and Welfare Act of 1963, The
statement as printed from it has a mistake, a symbol be~
fore Barbados while it should be before BritishGuiana and
it would therefore have to be re-printed,

1, therefore, am drawing it to the attention of this
House that this Statement will have to be re=printed, and
I am asking the House to acceptthe Statement as amended,

e

I, therefore, request Your Honour to give the proper
instructions for the reprinting of the statement,

Mr, SPEAKER: According to the hon, member’s re=
quest, 1 shall and do now hereby give instructions that Mr,
Clerk would see to it that the Statement be accurately
re-printed,

SEASONS GREETINGS

Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, the arguments
with regard to the West Indies Hospital Funds Limited
Act, 1963, were that hon, members would like a little more
time to study it, I, would, therefore, have to conclude
Government Business for today and regret that [have to
request their attendance here on Friday, They would have
three more days to consider the Bill,

A VOICE: How do you expect us to come back here
on Friday?

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Some hon, members seem to
forget that solong as they are elected to this Chamber, they
have certain responsibilities,

Mr, Speaker, as it seems unlikely that we will meet
before the festive season, as is customary, on behalf of
the Government, I should like to extend the warmest felici=
tations for the season to Your Honour and to hon, members
of the House, and to wish Your Honour and themn a bright
and merry Christmas and all happiness, prosperity and
success for the New Year,

I do hope that hon, members will return to the Chame=
ber early in the New Year considerably refreshed both in
mind and in body and resolved to make all the sacrifices
necessary, almost every day of the week, to come to this
Chamber to do public business and to co=operate in the
most harmonious way with the Government in the passing
of measures submitted to the Chamber.

Sir, we of the Government, should like to express our
appreciation of the manner in which Your Honour has de~
liberated over our meetings and also to the hon, members
of the Other side for their co=-operation and support, and
we look forward to enjoy the heartiest cordiality at the
same time during the coming season, (Cheers?)

Mr, LYNCH: Mr, Speaker, on behalf of the Official
Opposition, I, too, would like to felicitate Your Honour and
to congratulate you on the manner in which you have pre=
sided over our deliberations during the past year and 1
would like to pay a word of tribute also on behalf of those
of us who have not been here as long as other hon, mem=
bers to say how helpful you have been and how tolerant
you have been to us on points of order, and it would seem,
Sir, that you have been following the tenets of Speaker
Lowther who said to King Charles I ‘‘I have no voice to
speak in this place; no eyes to see other than this House
shall direct me whose servant 1 am here,”*

Perhaps, Sir, in your deliberations you might be at=
tempting to emulate Speaker Lowther who led the House
during the period of 1905-21,

4,25 pam,

If he is too obstinate, he makes few friends, If he is
too weak he also falls into the other two classes; but you,
Sir, have invariably presided over us with cold wlerance
and with resolution, and so all of us wish you a very happy
Christmas and we hope that during the New Year which
lies ahead there will be fewer stormy meetings and a great
deal of work will be done, (Hear! Hear!)

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, I cannot speak for any
official side of the House and therefore I will speak for
myself, I say that it is a pleasure for me to wish you the
Season's Greetings, After what 1 regard as a very eloquent
speech made by the hon, junior member for the City of
Bridgetown about your qualities, it is not necessary for
me to say anything along those lines, I think that you pos=
sess all of the qualities that a Speaker should have; you
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+have in this House on many-occasions when you were the

Deputy Speaker, demonstrated in those days that you were
moulded for this high office of the Speaker of this ancient
Assembly, I am very pleased indee that I am numbered
among the members who have the'ténour and privilege to
sit under your chairmanship, aad I do hope I will have
that privilege for many years to eomsg thope that the time
is not far distant when I will rise from my seat and pay
tribute 1o you for an honour which I feel you and your high
office deserve,

I feel sure that those of us of this ancient and honour~
able Assembly must feel a sense of diffidence that our
Chamber is not honoured in the appropriate way that simi=-
lar Chambers have been honoured in other parts of the
Commonwealth, I feel that the distinction which has been
withheld from this Chamber for so many years will not be
long in coming, and thet Your Honour will be the recipient
of such an honour, Mr, Speaker, 1 look forward to address~
ing you outside of this House in terms which will be ap=~
propriate to the high office of the Speaker of this Assemb~=
ly. I wish you the Season’s Greetings and hope that in 1964,
if not on New Year's Day, I shall be able to congratulate
you in a different manner than I am doing today, (Cheers!)

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, on behalf of my Party, I
rise to wish you the Season'’s Greetings, As the last two
hon, members have spoken they have really lefe nothing for
me to say as to your qualities, However, Sir, there are
some men who have been born to do great things, some
have been born to do small things and some have been born
to do bad things; bur, Sir, you are one of those who have
been born to do great things, Mr, Speaker, 1 will never for-
get when, on many occasions in this very Chamber, you
had to come to my assistance when others wanted to do bad
things, Therefore, Sir, as Speaker your qualities will al=
ways remain long with us and I do hope that 1964 will find
you a happier, greater and wealthier Speaker in and out of
this House of Assembly than now, Sir, it gives me great
pleasure to wish you the Season's Greetings,

Mr, COWARD: Mr. Speaker, I am an independent mem=
ber of this Chamber and I wish to add my voice to the
voices of those hon, members who have already wished
you the Season’s Greetings, I think we have had a very
pleasant year and much has been accomplished under your
Speakership, We are now about to have a recess and ! feel
that every hon, member will take full advantage of the
Holiday so much so that they will return to this Chamber
better fitted to do their work than they were before,

Mr, SEALEY: Mr, Speaker, I could not allow this op=
portunity to slip without saying a few words, First of all,
Sir, I want to commend the Hon, Leader of the Government
and the Government as a whole on the manner in which
they have piloted the business of the entire year on the
road to success, I also will have to take off my hat to you,
Sir, for the tolerance you have shown, especially to some
of our friends, I am seizing this opportunity to wish you all
a very happy Christmas and I hope that Your Honour will
return full of life, with fresh vigour and with that type of
energy which will lead the island on to success,

Mr, MILLER: Mr, Speaker, I could not allow an oc-
caslon like this to go by without saying a word of congrat=-
ulation to you, Sir, I remember somewhere in the turn of
this century a friend of the people who was asked to say
a word or two on the matter of greetings at a Christmas
function, He started and ended on a note of conviviality
which may be described as the elixir of life which is some=
times referred to as eclipse, Sir, since you are not likely
to slip to the horizontal in sobriety, I take great pleasure
in congratulating you along with those hon, members who
have already spoken, and I hope that this Christmas will
bring to you many a memory, Mr, Speaker, it all boils
down to wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Prosperous New Year,

Mr, CARMICHAEL: Mr, Speaker, the Hon, Leader of
the House has congratulated Your Honour and whatbe says
goes for the Government Party, including myself, Never=
theless, 1 believe that it would be an omission on my part

as Deputy Speaker of the House if I failed to express to
Your Honour my feeling as to the worthy example which you
have set as Speaker for me to fallow,

4,35 p.m,

&k was during your absence abroad and atsome time at
home through illness that I could fully appreciate what
might be the pleasures or displeasures at times of being
Speaker, but in my usual role I would like to liken Your
Honour’s sitting as that of an eminent Judge who despite
decisions which may be given which might be very unfav=
ourable to persons, after the sitting is over or after the
case is over, regardless of the decisions, must be respect=
ed, however favourable or disfavourable they are to them,
1 would attempt, Mr, Speaker, to say more than some hon,
members in this House by saying thatthere are times when
hon, members would like to have their way, however much
or however constructive or good their motive may be, and
at times they are overwhelmed and overtaken by a decis=
ion from the Chair which might not be pleasing to them,
For that matter I am very happy to be Deputy Speaker un=
der you, Sir, and with vour guidance, irrespective of how
tasteful or otherwise it may be to some hon, members at
times, provided it is what is just and fair, I will be happy
always to be associated with you as Speaker of this House,

Mr, SPEAKER: I thank hon, members not only for
thelr good seasonal greetings, but for the highly laudatory
remarks which they have made perhaps because they are
already imbued, if not saturated, with the spirit of Noel;
but because of the fact that what they have said will sooner
or later go on record inHansard, I am deeply appreciative
of the tributes which have been paid so numerously by
various individuals as well as representatives of Parties,
I reciprocate their good wishes for the season, and I thank
them for their co=-operation during the year which is now
fast drawing to a close,

There have been occasions when it may have seemed
that some party in the House was rather trying, it may
have been the Chair or it may have been an honourable
member; but that, of course, is a matter of opinion as to
who at the particular time was really the more trying,
Such occasions are inevitable particularly in a tropical
climate and with such keen debaters as the 23 members
of this House over whom I have the honour to preside,
I thank each and every one of you, Parties as well as In=-
dependents, for your tributes, and I look forward to having
the holiday you have wished me, and I look forward to you
having such a holiday yourselves, The tolerance which the
hon, member has referred to has certainly been exhibived
if only for the first time now by me, because so far as I
can understand there is presently no motion before the
House,

Hon, W. A. CRAWFORDx 1did not think that we wanted
to mix up such a mundane thing as a motion for Adjourn=
memnt with the felicitations in honour of the approaching
season; therefore I made no motion then,

I now propose to make the motion for the Adjournment,
and I beg to move that this House do now adjourn until
Tuesday, Tth January, 1964, at 12 noon,

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

Mr, SPEAKER: Before I pui the question, may I add
that I am grateful to His Honour the Deputy Speaker, the
worthy Chairman of Committees, and every member of the
Staff of this House for the work that they have put in during
this year? It has been a matter of regret that the First
Clerk at the Table was indisposed for aconsiderable period
during this year, but, taken by and large,every member of
the Staff has dope his fair quota of work, and I as Speaker
am appreciative of whatthey have done, That includes those
whom we do not see, but whose workin another part of the
premises is so essentially and so vitally a part of Parlia=
ment, and is so indispensable for the production of Han=
sard, It is understood of course that I have in mind the
typists; and the Marshal and Deputy Marshal would not
be so successful ii maintaining efficient order if it were
not for the wholehearted co=operation of those uniformed
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members of the Public Service who are available at and
throughout every meeting of this House; I do now refer
specifically to the Barbados Police Force,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: Before Your Honour puts the ques=
tion, I wonder if it would be proper, in the light of what you
have just said, if we can request == and I think L.can speak
on behalf of all hon, members = that Your Honour direct
Mr. Clerk to convey the House's best wishes for the seas=
on to all members of the Staff, himself included, as well as
to members of the Constabulary,

Mr, SPEAKER: I am very happy to concur in the sug=~

- gestion made by the Hon, Minister of Education, and I am
wondering if I might direct him so to do on an Gccasion
tomorrow evening when we officers and members of the
Staff meet,

Hon, J. C. TUDOR: As Your Honour pleases,

The question that this House do now adjoum until
Tuesday, 7th January, 1964, at 12 noon, was putand
resolved in the affirmmative the House dividing as follows:

AYES: Mr, BATSON; Hon, j. C. TUDOR; Hon, W.
4, CRAWFORD; Hon, C. E. TAIMA; Hon. G. G. FER--
CUSSON; Mr, LOWE; Mro CARMICHAEL; Mr, YEARWOOD;
Mr, BOXILL; Mr, LYNCU; Mr, WAL COTT; Mr., COWARD;
Mr, HOLDER; Mr, SMITH; Mr. MILL ER and Mr, SEALEY
- 16,

NOES: Nil,

4,45 pam.,

Mr, SPEAKER: Standing Order No, 37 staes: -

‘When & Member's name is called by the Clerk at a
division, the Member shall answer either by voting for
ﬂt s-Ayesﬂ or ﬁr ﬂ‘ “N“S". A Mﬁmm Shm not an=
swer in a manner inconsistent with any opinion which he
may have expressed when ﬂnvoieesweretaloenconecﬂve-
ly.l'

I understood the hon, junior member for St, George
to say ‘‘No' when I was putting the question, inless he
assures me that I was under a misunderstanding,

Mr, MILLER You are, Unfortunately, is thazanin-
dication of “God Rest Your Merry Gentlemen"?

Mr., SPEAKER: When the vote was taken, I was in=
structed by the Clerk and my hearing was that the hon,
member said ‘‘yes'’, He may not now answer inconsistent
with the opinfon which he expressed, and I am therefore
directing the Clerk to register his vote as “‘no*,

(The Clerk handed the SPEAKER the results of the
voting, )

Mr, SPEAKER: Fifteen hon, members having voted
‘‘Aye’ and one hon, member having been recorded as vot=
ing ‘mo'%-1, therefore, declare the ‘‘Ayes'® have it.

This House, therefore, stands adjdurned until Tuesday,
Tth January, 1964, at 12,00 o’clock (noon).

The House was accordingly adjourned,

4,47 pan,
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