THE

House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION 1962

HOUSF OF ASSEMBLY
Tuesday, 22nd January, 1963,

Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 12 o'clock noon today.

PRESENT

His Honour J. E. T. BRANCKER, Q.C., (Speaker);
Mr. L. E, SMITH, J.P.; Hon, C. E. TALMA, {Minister of
Agriculture, L ands and Fisheries); Mr. S, E SEALEY;
Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON, (Minister of Communications,
Works and Housing); Mr, W. R. COWARD; Mr. R. St.G.
WEEKES, J.P.; Mr. W. R, LOWE; Mr, L. A. LYNCH, J.P.;
and Mr, G. V. BATSON, (Chairman of Committees),

Prayers were read,
MINUTES
Mr. SPEAKER: The Minutes of the Meetings of the
20th anu 27th November, and the 4th and 11th December,
1962, as well as of the 15th January, 1963, have been

circulated, and if there is no objection, those Minutes will
be confirmed.

Hearing no objection, I declare each of those Minutes
duly confirmed,

PAPERS LAID

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of
the Hon. Premier, ] am commanded to lay the following:-

An Account of the Transactions in Rum in the Several
Districts of the Island for the quarter ended 31st Decem-
ber, 1962.

Statement of Revenue and Expenditure of the Barbados
Savings Bank for the half-year ended 30th June, 1962.

The Clvil Establishment (General) (Amendment) Or-
der, 1963.

On my own behalf, 1 am commanded to lay the follow-

ing:-

Annual Report of the Department of Labour for the
year 1960,

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, onbehalf of the
Hon, Premier, 1 beg to give notice of the following:-

Resolution to approve the Qrder entitled ‘‘The Civil
Establishment (General) (Amendment) (No.6) Order, 1962"'.

Resolution to approve the Qrder entitled ‘‘The Civil
Establishment (Teachers) (Amendment) Order, 1962'.

Resolution to approve the QOrder entitled *‘The Civil
Establishment (General} (Amendment) Order, 1963",

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give
notice of the following:-

Resolution to approve the grant by the Executive
Committee of a tenancy to the Savannah Club of a parcel
of land situate at the ‘Garrison in the parish of Saint
Michael, described in the Schedule thereto,

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, onbehalf of the
Hon. Premier, 1 beg to give notice of the following:-

A Bill to enable certain persons whoare not barristers
or duly admitted and enrolled solicitors to be authorised
to draw and prepare in the Island for gain instruments
relating to real or personal property or to any legal pro-
ceeding; and for matters incidental thereto and connected
therewith,

PRIVATE MEMBERS NOTICES

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give notice of the
following Resolution:-

WHEREAS there are several acres of land in this
I1sland owned by absentee proprietors;

BE IT RESOLVED that Government acquire the said
lands with a view to the division and sale thereof to such
of the inhabitants of thelslandas are desirous of purchasing
same.

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move
that a Bill to enable certain persons whoare not barristers
or duly admitted and enrolled solicitors to be authorised
to draw and prepare in the Island for gain, instruments
relating to real or personal property or to any legal pro-
ceeding; and for matters incidental thereto and connected
therewith, be now read a first time.

Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
uithout division,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker,1 should merely
like to ask for permission to defer a Statement on behalf
of the Government in respect of the passing of the late
Leader of Her Majesty’s loyal Opposition in the United
Kingdom, Mr. Hugh Gaitskell, We propose with your and
the House’s permission to deal with this a little later in
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today’s Sitting rather than now, as is customary before the
commencement of the Qrders of the Day.

Mr. SPEAKER: As 1 understand the Hon. Leader of
the House, he has now intimated that he proposes to crave
the indulgence of the House later in the day to make
reference to the passing of the late Mr. Hugh Gaitskell.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFOQORD: Precisely, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day stands in
the name of the hon. senior member for St. Philip, the
Leader of the Qpposition, to move theHouse into Committee
of Supply to consider the grant of sums of money for the
services of the Island,

12.20 p.m.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: The First Order of the Day stands in
the name of the Hon, Minister of Trade: To move the House
into Committee of Supply to consider the grant of sums of
money for the service of the Island,

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: 1 beg to move that Your
Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go into
Committee of Supply.

Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affimmative

without division,

Mr, SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went into
Committee of Supply, Mr, BATSON in the Chair,

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1962-63 No. 32
HEAD 3 — LEGISLATURE

Head 3 — Legislature — was called,

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: 1 beg to move that Head 3
stand part.

Hon. C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that,

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, according to thisnote
it seeks to provide $120 for Refreshments. The note says:
“Provision of $500 was made in the Current Estimates for
refreshment for members of the Legislative Council. Due
to the unexpectedly greater number of meetings of the
Council during the year, this sum has proved inadequate
and further provision of $120 is being sought for this vote
to the end of the current financial year."’

Mr. Chairman, at the last meeting of theHouse 1 made
reference to the unfavourable circumstances under which
members of the staff of the House of Assembly have to work
and that brought a retort from the Government that it was
not relevant to the issues which we were dealing with then,
something with which 1 did not agree. But today, I would
like to stress that when the circumstances which caused
the members of the House to work the kind of hours which
we worked, it was a time when other factors were known,
such as provision of refreshments for members and the
staff.

1 am not making any request for personal refreshments
but I would like to point out whatis the basis for providing
refreshments for members before. 1 know members of
the QOther Place are not remunerated for their services
to the State andwe regarded this provisionas a small com-
pensation for their services therefore we did notwithdraw
their refreshment vote.

However, Sir, 1 feel that thetime has come when some
review of the present circumstances taking place shouldbe
made in order that the life of the House and the amenities
herein can be made more suitable for all of the servants
of the House and in order that they may receive certain

privileges. For example, there are certain officers who
have to attend whether we are meeting or not and we
have Your Honour the Speaker, Your Honour the Chairman
and over and above, you have the servants, who have to sit
through all the debates and remain until the House is
finished.

1 think that there should be some review of this matter
by the House itself. I am one of those people who believe
that no Government of the day has any right to be running
the House, The House must be treated distinctly from the
Government. The House is not a department of the Govern-
ment; it is part of the Legislature; and all those members
who do not understand the distinction between the House of
Assembly and the Government, 1 would like to point out to
them that the House of Assembly is an entity distinct in
itself and any issue of the House should be dealt with by a
House Committee, It is not a business of the Government.
For example, yousay tothe members of the House or to the
House of Assembly what we should do when we are in the
House of Assembly. You say: this is our business. That is
why 1 say that matters pertaining to the House, such as
amenities of the House, i8 a matter for the House and that
is why 1 feel that you should review these issues for the
hours which we are now sitting,

Before refreshments for the members of the House
were withdrawn, there was the situation that members of
the staff got something toeat but now you have the situation
where the Reporters have to be here at all times and they
cannot go out and come back. Someone by law must be here
at all times and we should review this matter in the light of
the present circumstances and have appropriate arrange-
ments made to suit them,

As | have said, you have His Honour the Speaker, the
Marshal, the Officers and other members of the Staff and all
these things operating. To give you an example as regards
today’s sitting, we can sit from now until 9.00 o’clock p.m.
but there is nothing to allow youthe opportunity, other than
the 2.00 0'clockto 2.30 o’clock break, to go outside and have
something to eat. After that break, the members of the
staff will have to stay in here untilwe adjourn. Maybe, one
of these days, we will bring in a Resolution asking the
House to set upa Committee to review these circumstances
in the light of the present circumstances.

1 do not want anybody or any Governmentto say to the
House of Assembly how it should be operated. I think it
should be a clear distinction between the Government and
the House just as there is a clear distinction between the
Government and the jJudiciary. Matters operating in here
should be the business of members of the House only,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I would not like the
hon. member to think that he is singing a solo. ] do agree
that members of the Other Place are not paid therefore they
should be provided with some form of refreshment. That
argument can be used as regards them but a similar
argument cannot be used as regards members of this
House. 1 must confess last Tuesday when the hon. senior
member for St. Peter used the argument,] could not agree
with him. But by having this Resolution before us today,
this gives us a real opportunity to discuss this matter. |
do agree that you can only get the best out of people if you
show them that you have some sympathy and feeling for
them. 1 am not a Trade Unionist but ] am a humane man.
12,30 p.m.

1 am not a Trade Unjonist from the point of view that
1 am not in charge of 8 Trade Union, but 1 am 2 humane
man; therefore 1 am bound to say that if you work people
over a number of hours they should be given an opportunity
to get refreshed, otherwise they are bound to be dis-
gruntled and feel that they are not being treated well. 1
quite agree with the hon. member who has just sat down;
if it is the policy of the Government that hon. members are
being paid and therefore they should pay for their lunch,
1 have no grudge about that. For the purposes of health I
cannot partake in all the niceties which may be offered
in the dining room and the hon. senior member for St.

——
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Peter, many years ago objected to the policy of feeding
members of this House when they are being paid salaries.
If it is the policy of the Government that hon. members
of this Chamber should pay for their meals, 1 am saying
that somebody ‘should have a canteen for the purpose of
serving tea. Those of us who have travelledabroad realise
what takesplace inother places; there are places where you
can get a cup of voffee, acupof tea or something like that,
It is not necessary to have roasted chicken or anything
like that,

Mr, Chairman, I amnotas long-windedasl used to be,
but there isnotellingwhenl will get Jong-winded as before.
Sometimes the Reporters will say that they are very glad
that the hon. senior member for the City is not in the House
today. However, 1 think that the House should provide the
necessities in the dining room just as the necessities are
provided at Seawell. Some of us may have a cup of tea,
some may have a whisky and soda and my friend the hon.
senjor member for St, Andrew may have a beer. If arrange-
ments are made for that, then hon. members can acquire
these things at their own expense. When the Clerks and
the Reporters must go on continually here, I shudder at
how well they are able to present the utterances which we
make which are out of sequence attimes. It does not matter
to which University you went; if a Reporter were to present
what we say as we say it — we are not like the gentlemen
of the Cloth who are allowed to read things; we say what
we have to say and we must be quick enough to be able to
reply to what is said. Therefore, when the Reporters have
got to sit here for all that length of time without the oppor-
tunity for getting refreshment, I agree with what the hon.
senior member for St. Peter has said. A sound argument
in respect of the Other Place {s that they are not paid and
therefore we can supply them with £500 for refreshments;
we are paid and therefore we should pay for our refresh-
ments, but somebody should have the organizing ability or
the commonsense enough to provide some service as you
have at Seawell, ] may say that the dining room which you
have down here is something like a pig's sty; you want to
spend a couple of hundred dollars inorderto provide a tea
service for hon, members for which they will have to pay.
1 do not know how much hon, members get as salary. I live
without it. f{ASIDES). 1 support my family and children
without that. I came in here for an honour; ] consider it
to be a great honour to be elected to this House to make
laws for our fellowmen, If I thought that the money would
be the greatest thing, 1 could go outside and sell property.
I could go outside and make money asl am a real estate
broker; but I esteem it an honour to be elected here to
make laws for my countrymen.

If you have a majority in Government then it is your
duty to govern and govern as you think fit. If it is your
policy not to put any money in the Estimates to provide
refreshments, then that is your policy; but surely somebody
should get down to this matter. Mr. Speaker, 1 am sorry,
Mr. Chairman, even you feel a little peckishat times. You
are a healthy looking man and ] know you feel like eating
at times. Some people blow out, but, Mr. Chairman, 1 know
you like to eat; youare not meanin your stomach like some
of us. In the circumstances, 1 will vote for this item and 1
ask the Government that if they are spending £500 in
making the dining room into a proper place and providing
percolators where people can get coffee and a good sand-
wich, none of us will object to that. It cannot cost us any
more than §15 or $20 a month, but do not bring food to
which we are not accustomed, Mr. Chairman, youcan pre-
pare venison here, but 1 will go home and get what is
prescribed for me medically, Hon. members of the Gov-
ernment know, but they have not got the guts to say it, that
proper arrangements should be made in this Chamber so
that the Officers here should not be called upon to work
for all of these Jong hours without the opportunity of getting
refreshments. 1f we adjourn for half an hour the Staff or
some of them live in Station Hill; they have to go by bus
because they have not got any cars and before they can get
back here the half hour has gone. Some of those hon.
members over there have not got the courage to say what
should be said and that is why I am not a good Party man.
1 will tell you what I feel; ] will talk and 1 will talk as 1

like too. From the Trade Union point of view, whatever
you think the Officers of this House, the Reporters, the
Staff, His Honour the Speaker - all of them have to be here
whether they like it or not.(4SIDES).Wehave to say these
things and say them often so that they might be inculcated
and sink into the brains of hon. members.

12.40 p.m.

if it is your policy to take out the $10,000 provided for
refreshment since people were making a racket of it, cut it
out and use the money for something different; but if mem-
bers are getting $220 a monthand youhave something pro-
per in the dining room which is the property of the
Government, they can go there and get refreshments. We
will go and others will come, but the Legislature of Bar-
bados will continue; so whatever you put there belongs to
the people of Barbhados, and if you put something proper
there, the Reporters can go and spend a dollar and be re-
freshed and come back and work.Nomancan work hungry,
becausel know what itistobe hungry.l am not like some of
the members of the last Government who as soon as they
got $15 in their pocket and $25inthe Bank began to realise
they were rich men and didnot know what it was to be hun-
gry. Nothing can change me because but for the grace of
God I might have remained hungry andstarving,If it is the
policy of the Government that members should pay,l agree
with that and I will vote with you on it, but it is time that
you put something inthatdining-room sothatwe can go and
be refreshed at our own expense andthe clérks can also be
refreshed there, and that is where 1 agree with the hon.
senior member for St. Peter,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFOQORD: May | say very briefly, Sir,
that there are twoaspectstothis question? The first is with
regard to the provision of refreshments for the Legislature.
In so far asthis branch of the Legislature is concerned, the
established principle of the Government is not to provide
refreshments. The other aspect concerns the Staff. Normal-
ly we have been meeting from 2,30 in the afternoon which
means that you will have your lunch before you come, and
then the Standing Qrders provide forabreakat 7 o'clock if
we are going on in the evening. 1 will concede that the 7
o'clock break is not enough to permit the Staff to leave the
premises and go any distance togetdinner, and as the hon,
senior member for St. Peter has pointed out, whether the
Standing Orders need amending or whether certainarrang-
ments should be included with regard tothe hours at which
we start and adjourn and resume is within the powers of
the House, and there is no reason at all why any member
should not call on the House, and we would not resist the
call, with the permission of the Speaker for a Committee
to be set up to decide what amendments are necessary in
order to provide any changes which may become impera~
tive in consequence of the Government’s decision not to
provide refreshments.

It is a very easy matter, Mr. Chairman, and we are
quite prepared to support any request on the part of any
member of the House for a revision of the Standing Orders
or Rules inorder to provide more time during the Sessions,
(Mr. MOTTLEY: Providing more time is not the solution.)
1f the accepted principle of the Government is not to pro~
vide refreshments, what else can we talk about?

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of order, itis not custom«~
ary for the hon. member to pull a red herring across the
trail. You have a table in the dining~room. Whose proper-
ty is it? 1 agree that we should pay for what we want. The
members of the Other Place are not being paid and there-
fore you provide this. 1 donotwantyou to have a rum~shop
or anything like that for hon. members of this Chamber to
go there and gethalf drunk, but youare the Government and
therefore you must govern. It is your policy not to give
members of this Chamber refreshments free of charge, and
1 say 1 agree with that as well as the hon. senior member
for St. Peter. What we are saying, however, is this: 1 am
not making this speech on behalf of the members of this
House because 1 am, So to speak, the only invalid from the
point of view of eating in this Chamber; so do not ask us
to set up any Committee to change the hours. Do you think
a Reporter can go to Bush Hall for dinner and get back in
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time? He could, however, go in the dining-room if there
was a proper canteen with somebody to caterand get a cup
of tea, or he couldgotothe Qasis which might be more ex-
pensive. You could set up something there and call for some
caterer as at Seawell to provide refreshments for the Staff,
There is no member who, after being here for four or five
hours, would not feel hungry. As far as ] am concerned, 1
have my flask of milk in my car, and the Hon. Minister of
Trade will tell you that when he took me to a conference
and 1 felt hungry, I took out my flask and poured out milk
and drank it, and whenthe Secretary said ‘‘point of order’’,
1 said “*no, this isapoint of health.”' I am not interested in
what anybody tells me, andif youcarriedon in here for any
length of time, 1 would drink my milk in here and see
whether you could put me out of theHouse. It is a question
of my health first. I did itata conference and [ would do it
here. Neither the hon, senior member for St. Peter nor
myself can oppose the Government'’s policy because we op-
posed it in the opposite direction at the time when the last
Government was in power. We said that members should
not be fed because they were getting paid; but we say now
to provide the necessary service which remains the ser-
vice of the country.

Mr. Chairman, the Hon. Premier has travelled exten-
sively and knows that this kind of service is provided, but
if you have to gotothe Qasis where you have to pay $3, no-
body is able to pay that, Somebody will pay $1.00 or go at
Austin's for a rice and stew. We have to set the example.
1 do not mind eating a rice and stew or a pork chop whenl
go to a dance, Is that right, Mr. Chairman?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: [ cannot help you there.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFQORD: Mr. Chairman, the hon. mem-
ber rose on a point of order and 1 gave way, As| said, the
hon. member has conceded that the policy of the Govern=~
ment with regard to providing refreshmentsis correct, The
only other argument therefore, is the question of making
the necessary physical arrangements in the dining-room
where people can be provided with food at their own ex-
pense, and that is nomore thanHis Honour the Speaker and
a Committee of the House can settle, Thisis peculiarly his
province. They have to decide what arrangements they want
made and whether they want a caterer, andl am sure the
Government will not resist any proposals inthis direction,
so long as no expenditure of the Treasury is involved,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Do you mean to buy a coffee percola-
tor, a hot plate and so on?
12.50 p.m.

The Government is prepared to provide basic equip~
ment but itisnot preparedto involveitself in any recurrent
expenditure. The Government is prepared to set up the
necessary physical service so as to enable members and
the staff to avail themselves with the necessities for having
refreshment when they have to attend meetings of the House.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, what the Hon. Leader of
the House isworried about is the basic equipment necessary
but along with that you also must have cold storage and
somebody outside of here to serve you. Whatwe are worry~
ing about is that the business of the House must go on and
it should go on in a smooth manner, The majority of our
meetings now start at 2,30 p.m. and end around 7.30 p.m.

I think that a simple method which would provide a solu~
tion is an additional reporter. He would be able to relieve
the other three reporters so thatthey can go off for an hour
which is sufficient time that they can go home and get a
meal. At present, you are asking these men to take a 30~
minute breakandthatisasking too much.l think it is decent
of these men to be holding on asthey are under these con-
ditions.

If you provide the basic equipment, you will still have
to think of a caterer, stores and soon. You want to be satig-
fied that enough will be theretopaya man for coming here
and for paying the other expenses.

— 3

Looking back at last year's meeting, the majority of
them have been held between 2.30 o'clock and 7'00 o'clock
and 1 think the addition of one Reporter would provide the
solution. By the addition, each of the other three Reporters
would be able to have an hour off and that relief is indeed
the primary need.

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Chairman, we have been hearing of
complaints of all the clerks and that they have not been
given this and the other and! want to say this. This House
meets once a week and | think that the hours of meeting
should be arranged in such away thatwe should meet at an
earlier hour, have a longer adjournment and come back and
finish, We can decide to meet at 10 o’clock and arrange &
respectable time that each one of us can go back to our
home and1 think that we would do a good day’s work if we
do such a thing,

The last time, when the former Government was in op-
eration, I came into the House and said that I thought that
an injustice was taken of the taxpayers inthat we gave one
man $14,000 for selling refreshments in the House.

Mr. Chairman, 1 was in here for one year and nine
months and refused to eat the food which was provided. Of
course, | count myself tobe one of the least of the Apostles
and ] think if 1 can do without meals in here, any member
can do without, They give us sufficient money to feed our-
selves, pay out travelling allowances and other things and
1 do not think any meals should be provided in here., Mem-
bers can bring along a hot meal withthem when they come
here if they wantit. They canbringalong their lunch and go
into the lunch room and partake of it. 1 see men who go to
their offices in this city carrying along their lunch with
them and partake of itat workand I am not going to be satis~
fied nor would I ever agree with anyone to provide any
sum of money for providing meals for any member of the
House or member of the staff, or for any such facility being
granted to them.l will not be satisfied with this Government
expensing the taxpayers with provision for that - not even
one cent. We are getting sufficienttokeep us and I am high-
ly against any refreshment being provided for the different
parties in the House,

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, you stood there and allow-
ed the hon, senior member for St, Andrew to accuse mem-
bers of this House on this matter.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: ] did not allow the hon. member; it is
his duty and right to speak.

Mr. SMITH: Sir, this Resolution does not concern hon,
members of this House. Hon. members took the opportunity
of raising their points with respectto members of the Staff
and the facilities which they would like to be handed out to
the staff, A lot of time was granted to them and the hon.
senior member for St. Andrew got up and said that he will
not do this and that.

Mr. CORBIN: Mr, Chairman,] rise ona point of order.
I know it would shock the hon, member's modesty when |
referred tothe past Government.However,l was only build-
ing my point when I referred to the former Government. }
only referred to the past Government to build my point, I
have not had any victuals since I have been in here,

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chajrman, when the hon. member re-
ferred to his knowing he would shock my modesty, what is
he talking about? He said that for the time he was in here
he has not eaten anything. I only wanthim to answer me on
this point: what caused him not to go inside the lunch room
for anything to eat? 1 bet you that he would not tell this
House but if he interferes with me, I will tell this House,

The question that Head 3 ~ [ egislature — stand part,
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

HEAD 4 — AUDITOR GENERAL

Head 4 — Auditor Genergl — was called,
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Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: 1 beg to move that Head 4 —
Auditor General — stand part.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: ] beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

HEAD 5 — JUDICIARY
Head 5 — Judiciary — was called

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: I beg to move that Head 5 —
Judiciary — stand part.

Hon. C, E, TALMA: 1 beg to second that.
Mr. CHAIRMAN: The questionisthat Head 5 stand part.

Hon, members in favour will please say “Aye"’and those
against will please say ‘‘No'’. 1 think the '*Ayes’’ have it.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman.....

Mr. CHAIRMAN: What is the hon. member speaking
on? Head 5 is passed.

Mr. SMITH: I rose before you declared it.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1 have declared it already.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, under Head 5, Judiciary,
according to the note, Magistrates are no longer required

by legislation to reside within the districts.

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, that is under
Head 4 and that has already been dealt with and passed.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, that is under Head 5. The
hon. member cannot read.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, if you look
at the Resolution you will see that the matter to which the
hon. member is referring is under Head 4.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Travelling allowance is under Head3
and the Item under the Head refers to Note 4.

Mr. SMITH: They are always wrong over there.
1.00 pP.m.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, I am speaking.
Hon. C, E. TALMA: On a point of order, Head V of the

Schedule has already been passed and if the hon. member
were paying due attention to the business of the House he

would have at least heard that, In the circumstances, the

only proper course for him to adopt, if he has any proper
contribution to make at this stage, wouldbeto ask that this
Head be re-committed. If the hon. member adopts that
course my colleagues will be quite willing to let the matter
be reviewed.

Mr. SMITH: You know to yourself, Mr. Chairman, that
this Head was not passed. It was not declared.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: |l think that the hon. member was a
little Jate in getting up; but if the hon. member wants to re-
Commit this Head, that can be done very easily. 1 will allow
the hon. member to speak.

Mr. WAIL.COTT: We cannot re-commit something which
has not been passed. What happened wasthatthe Chairman
was putting the question and during the time that the ques-
tion was being put, the hon. junior member for St. Joseph
rose to speak. The motion was moved and seconded and
when the Chairman was putting the questionthe hon, mem-=
ber rose and therefore the Head was not passed. Do not let
us go over the facts; the hon. member was late but you can-
not say that we must re~commit something which has not
been passed. The question was not put for the Head to be
voted on.

e — i ————e

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, 1 distinctly
heard you say: *'I think the ‘Ayes’ have it.”

Mr. MOTTLEY: No, Sir.
Mr. MILLER: No, Sir.
Mr. SMITH: No, Sir.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Actually what happened is that the
Chairman said; “'The question is that........’” and at that
stage the hon. junior member for St. Joseph got up.1 do
not know what the Clérks have to say about that. I would say
that the hon. junior member for St. Joseph was slow in get-
ting up but the question was not put and passed. I myself
intended to say something on the matter.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1 will hear the hon. junior member
for St. Joseph.

Mr. SMITH: Note 4 of these Supplementary Estimates
reads as follows:~

‘“Magistrates are no longer required by legislation to
reside within the districts towhichthey have been assigned
and are subject to frequent transfer, at short notice, from
district to district. Under the circumstances travelling is
rendered very inconvenient and it hasaccordingly been de-
cided to pay a compensatory allowance to Magistrates,
other than those stationed at District **A’’, as follows:~

$300 p.a.
$480 p.a."”’

District **B"’
Other rural Districts

Mr, Chairman, beforel say anything more on this mat-
ter, I would like to find out from the Hon. Minister in charge
of this matter how long is it that the magistrates are not
now required to reside within the districts to which they
have been assigned.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, before the Hon. Min-
ister replies, 1 should like to remind hon. members that it
was ] who raised this question on the last occasion because
it was not clearto the Government what the position is. Now
that it has been made clear,] am voting for it. The position
was not made quite clear when the matter first came down
here, but it is now clearthatthese magistrates are not any
longer requiredto live inany particular district.] think that
that {s a very good thing and, as set out in this Note, it is
proposed to pay compensatory allowance to magistrates
other than those stationed at District **A’’ as follows:-
District *'B"" $25 a month and other rural districts $40 a
month. You will remember that 1 was worried over the
changing of the matter of travelling allowance and paying a
travelling rate for these people to go from their homes to
their jobs. As we understand it today, youare paid travel-
ling allowance as from the place from which you have to go
to work to other jobs, Personally, 1 would like to have this
explained: If an inspector is working at the Waterworks
Department he does not get this allowance if he lives in St.
John or St. Lucy or St. Michael; he does not get paid for the
eight or ten miles which he has totravel in order to get to
work. Heis paid per mile for going out to work after he gets
to work.

This s a question of transferring magistrates from
place to place andl agree thatitis not necessary to compel
a magistrate to live in a district, because it is difficult for
him to get a residence. This note hereis worded differently
from how it was worded on the last occasion. This is what
the note says:-

‘“Magistrates are no longer required by legislation to
reside within the districts towhichthey have been assigned
and are subject to frequent transfer, at short notice, from
district to district. Under the circumstances travelling is
rendered very inconvenient and it hasaccordingly been de~
cided to pay a compensatory allowance to Magistrates,
other than those stationed at District ‘*A'’, as follows:~

District “B’’
Other rural Districts

$300 p.a.
$480 p.a.”’
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On the last occasion, 1 could not agree with what was
set out in the Note because that would mean that if a man
lives in St. james he would be paid for going to the Pine,
that is, he would be getting paid to go to work. That is not
the policy of travelling allowance; the policy of travelling
alJlowance is that you have to gettowork and then you have
to travel. Yougettoyourworkbutthen you are paid travel-
ling allowance to get from the Audit Department, for in-
stance, to go out to do your work. It is your duty to get to
work, not that you are paid to get there, A magistrate at
District A" is notcompelled to live at Dist.*A"’.If he
likes to live on the St. James sea coastthen he has to get to
work at Dist. ‘A"’ andif he lives in St. James he does the
s.me amount of travelling as a magistrate whois living in
Brittons Hill and is working at Dist. **B’’. The magistrate
who lives in St. James and has to get to work at Dist. “'A"
does not get anything for that. How are you going to compen-
sate a man who gets a house at “*Wildey Gardens'’, for
instance, and has to go to Dist. ‘B’ to work? He gets $25
a month for travelling and therefore he gets less travelling
than a man who chooses to live on the St. James coast and
has to traveltoDist*A’’'.He hasto do more travelling than
the man at Dist, *'A’".

1.10 p.m.

This makes it very difficult and it is going to cause
some confusion. 1 am going to bet youthat this will pags the
House today because the Government has a majority, but
this question is bound to be raised by magistrates. If you
appoint a magistrate and he cannot find a house within the
jurisdiction of District *'A"’, you do notcompel him to live
there, and therefore he has more travelling todo. You are
departing from a principle which has been establishedthat
travelling allowance for Officers is not paid to persons to
get to work; it is paid to you for going from your head-
quarters to wherever your job is, whether at the Post Of-
fice or the Public Works; but according to this, you are
paying magistrates an allowance to get to their job, This
is bound to cause confusion in the Civil Service. I will ask
the Hon. Minister to give us a thorough explanation on a
matter of this nature,

Mr. COWARD: Mr. Chairman, referring to Head S,
Item 34, 1 am very pleasedto supportthis Item of a staunch
amount for magistrates’ travelling. 1 feel when this matter
is gone into, it will be found reasonable; but what 1 would
like to know is whether there is a fixed amount being paid
to the clerks at the Courts, and if there is a fixed amount,
1 would like to suggest to the Hon. Premier that both
the clerks and magistrates who have to travel to District
“F'" and Belleplaine shouldbe givenat least §60 per annum
more than what is given to the others. I know, Mr, Chair-
man, that this House cannot make any increases, but ] will
ask the Hon. Premier to go a little further into this matter,
1 think the Hon. Premier himself will realise that when he
was practising his profession, he always foundit more diffi-
cult to get to District **F’’ and Belleplaine than to any of
the other courtsinthe ruralareas, Asa concessjonaire who
operates buses under the hillMr. Chairman,I know it calls
for extra expense, and that is why I feel that same consid-
eration should be given to those clerks and magistrates
who have to travel in difficult places such as Belleplaine
and District *‘F''. I knew it happened in the past that when
police officers committed an offence, they wouldalwaysbe
transferred to Belleplaine or District “‘F’’ as a means of
punishment, but I cannot say that the clerks and magistrates
are being pushed there to be punished, because somebody
must work there. ] feel that some consideration shauld be
given to the travelling they have to do in such difficult
places as Belleplaine and District *‘F’’.

Mr., SMITH: Mr. Chairman, I asked the Hon. Minister
if he could inform me how longthe magistrates were ¢om-
pelled not to live in the district.l should like that informa-
tion before I begin to speak on the Resolution.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFQRD: The hon, member hasenquired
as to the actual date when the Legislature no longer re~
quired magistrates to reside in the district became effec-
tive, The actual Billwasin 1956 and the period of operation
1958.

= " ]

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, my reason for askingthat
is because 1 know that from the time 1 was a child, no
magistrate ever lived in St. Joseph or St. Andrew. In fact
since the time of Frank Reece and Magistrate Roach, no
magistrate ever lived in the district, and if these magis-
trates were finding their way toDistrict’'F"' without com-
pensatory allowances, what is to prevent the present
magistrates from going there? If the magistrates’ salaries
are not adequate, you should increase them to suit and not
come here and tell us about compensatory this and com-~
pensatory that, when the magistrates never lived there at
all. Youare not considering the Magistrates of District “*A"’
but Magistrate Worrell lives at Bathsheba and has to {ind
himself at District “A’ in the City to work, though he is
not getting compensation. What are you going to pay this
for? Imagine too that you are not paying a magistrate at
District ''B’" as much 8s you are paying the others. Sup~
posc the District B magistrate livesin St. Lucy; he sdll
has to get there on less than whatmay be paid to a magis-
trate living in Rock Hall near to St. Thomas Station.

Mr. Chairman, a magistrate can live where he likes
now, and if he cares to move to Rock Hall next door to St.
Thomas Station, he would still draw $480. Orif he decides
to live at Bissex he would be getting $480; but Magistrate
Worrell who lives at RBathsheba and has to come to town
daily gets no allowance, This thing is confusing and unfair
and magistrates are not going to he satisfied with it. 11 |
am a layman and can see that, ] am sure they have seen
this long ago, and it is nnt going to work so well. 1 da not
know who is respensible for this Resolution, but it cannnt
work; it is unfair and unjust. My colleague raised another
point. You are paying $480 flat, buta magistrate who has to
work in St. Andrew or at Bissex has to pay more to get
there. You are not losing anything by the magistrates to-
day because if you take up a newspaperyou will see that it
a man blows his hern once too muchhe has to pay $50; but
with this operating, you are boundto losebecause if I were
a magistrate, 1 would not care whatldid. You are handling
themn like 10-cent boys, and it is not fair. 1 am not voting
for this as it stands.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I think when | spoke
on the lastoccasjonthatl made the suggestion that 1 heliev~
ed that the persons responsible for this meant well by
suggesting that magistrates are no longer ¢ompelled or
required to live in the districts. Originally for instance,
you gave the Chief Clerks a houseallowance, hut there are
some questions that are unanswerable and you cannot get
out of this. Mr. Worrell who is a magistrate now trans-
ferred to District ‘A"’ lives at Bathsheba, andne one over
there can deny that, He does not just go to Bathsheba, he
lives there, and according to this, this allowance is for
magistrates other than those stationed at District “A’".
In other words, what you are doing is paying magistrates
to get to their jobg, Youhave decidedto move a magistrate
every three months, and as suchhe may be at District 'E"’
for three months and at District “*B’’ for another three
months and there is this difficulty in getting to these places
where the magistrates do not live in the district. What the
hon. junior member for St. Joseph has said {3 correct. ]
did not cite Mr. Warrell's case, but his home is in St. Jo~
seph, and if his home is in Bathsheba and he has to come
to District **A"", he {§ not going to draw one cent for coming
there, ‘

1.20 p.m.

But the man who lives quite near to the Gourt, other
than District ‘'A’’, he will get this allowance, thersfore it
seems to me as if you are going to cause some confusion.
1f the policy of the Goevernment is to have some sort of
travelling allowance being given to these magistrates then
1 say that all should have it. I agree with your policy of
moving them around so that each of them would get the op-
portunity of seeing what is to be done in al] the districts,

Let us take a Magistrate appointed at Digtrict ‘A’ and
lives at Bathsheba, It is easier for him to get to Pistrict
*“F’' than to get at District **A"’. Let us take a Magistrate
like Mr. Talma when he was a Magistrate of District ‘*A"".
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He lives in Christ Church and it was easier for him to get
to District **B" Court than to get down to District ‘A", If
he had to go across to District ‘‘B'’, he would do less
travelling than when he came to District’'A’". As you have
it here, although that is the case, he will not get it for
travelling to “*A’’. It is therefore my considered opinion
that you should include all. Let us take Mr. Worrell whose
home is in Bathsheba andhe istoldto come to District **A"’
but somebody else who lives quite near toHoletown is asked
to go to Holetown. If you have to get to Holetown and you
only have to travel two miles you will get $40 a month and
if you do not live near District ‘*A"" and have to travel to
get to District ‘A", you will receive nothing. If you live
on the St. James Coast near where the Speaker lives and
have to go to Holetown Court, you will get $40 a month but
if you live at Bathsheba andhave to come to a District ‘A"’
Court you cannot get it.

1 think the Government should give this matter more
thought, or the secretaries, or the association or wh?eve?r
had anything to do with it. Outside of that fact, 1 maintain
that you are going tohreakaway fromthe established prin-
ciple of payingthe officerwho hastravellingto do, not from
his home to his office but when he has to go out to deal
with cases, ] understand that at present a coroner gets
travelling allowance, not because he lives in St. Lawrence
and has to go to District ““A’’ or District ‘‘B’’ but in the
case that there is an accident in his district and he must
visit the site and so on. Lt is not travelling ailowance to
his place of business but it istravellingailowance because
he has to go to a place where the police would point out to
him. There is nowhere in the history of the Laws of Bar-
bados that I find your paying travelling for any officer to
get to his job and that is whatl do not understand of this
matter. 1 counsel the Hon. Minister before he passes this
to give it more thought. On principle, 1 do not see how 1
can give it the necessary support. 1 do not object to the
feeling of the Government on the recommendation of the
responsible authority that Magistrates should be changed
around and if it is the idea of giving them travelling then
I do not see how you can make flesh of one and fowl of
the other. You do not now compel Magistrates to live in a
district so you do not compel a Magistrate who works at
District ““A" tolive in St. Michael. A Magistrate can live
wherever he likes but the man who works at District *'A"’
will not get this allowance but if he works at District "*B"’
he will get $360 per annum and atany other District Court
he gets $480 per annum. This does not make sense: I do
not care who preparedit. Youdonotcompel any Magistrate
to live within the jurisdiction of where he works but if you
live within the jurisdiction of District *'B'’, you can get a
travelling allowance if you are called upon to work at
District *‘B"" and if you do not live within the jurisdiction
of District “A’" but have to travel to District *'A" you
cannot get a travelling allowance. I would like to hear the
present Government if they were in the Oppositionon this.
They would really rant on it.

Mr, Chairman, | cannot support this. 1 do not see how
1 can vote for it. According to the note, you say: '*Magis-
trates are no longer required by legisiationto reside within
the districts to which they have beenassignedand are sub-
ject to frequent transfer, at short notice, from district to
district. Under the circumstances travelling is rendered
very inconvenient andithasaccordingly beendecidedto pay
a compensatory allowance to Magistrates, other than
those stationed at District *'A"’, as follows;- District**B"’
$300 per annum; other rural districts, $480 per annum."’

You do not compel a Magistrate to live in the district
which he works but let us say a Magistrate does not live
in District “*A"’ but is calledupontowork at District “‘A’’,
He gets no travelling allowance. This affects four Magis-
trates, They will not get anything. Sir, 1 will not support
this.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, I think these things need
a little more consideration and the Government should be
willing to adjourn further discussion on this matter, 1 do
not agree that a Magistrate living in Bathsheba and who
has to work in District **A’’ shouldget less. I do not agree
with the argument that it is possible that he can benefit
more by living in the rural district.

mﬂa

1 think this needs further consideration and I suggest
that you hold off debate on it and give it further thought.
Let us suppose that a Magistrate lives within a mile of a
rural district which he is calleduponto go to. He gets $480
per annum. Now, let ustake onewho lives in Christ Church
and has to go to District *'A’’, He gets nothing. Let us take
one who lives four miles from District '‘B’’ and has to go
there. He gets $360 per annum while if he had to go to
another rural district he would get $480 per annum. That is
a difference of $120 and he may have an additional three
miles to travel each day.

Mr. Chairman, 1 feel that some more examination
should be given to this matter and] suggest that further
consideration of the Bill be postponed.

1.30 p.m.

I still feelthat this would call for some more examina-
tion and I would suggest that the Hon. Minister should just
curtail further debate on the matter in order to give it
some more thought. 1 do not agree that, because an officer
is working in St. Michaelandelectstolive in St. Joseph be-
cause he wants to enjoy the ozone down there, he should get
more allowance. 1 certainly do not agree with that. I am
suggesting that the Hon. Minister should give this matter
some further consideration and see if he cannot work out a
better solution. If you are operating from4, S, or 15 miles
away you will get compensation for the mileage which you
actually travel.

Mr. WALCOQTT: Mr. Chairman, 1 go by the use of
words. What is the meaning of the word ‘‘compensatory?’’
What was there originally that you are taking away? The
word "' compensatory’’ connotes that there is an allowance
in lieu of something that these people had before; whether
it is travelling or some benefit youare compensating them
for something which they had originally, We want to know
what is it that they had originally for which you are now
compensating them. This compensatory allowance means
that there was a right or privilege which they did not have
before, Is it that you have withdrawn or are withdrawing
house allowance and you are giving these officers some-
thing in lieu of house allowance? This term '‘compen-
satory allowance'’ means that youare providing these peo-
ple with something with which you did not hitherto pro-
vide them.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, whenl listen to
the remarks of the hon, senior member for the Gity,
sometimes I wonder why he has toaska question 27 times
and make a statement 49 times; but after listening to this
debate, 1 realise that the only difficulty isthat members of
the Government do not repeat themselves often enough so
that it manages to seep into the consciences of the mem-
bers on the other side. Anything | say here now I believe it
has not been said often enough and therefore 1 will try and
see if 1 can make any impression on the members of the
other side. If we were togobackto the Police Magistrates
Act 1905 Chapter 5, at page 597 of Volume 2 of the laws of
Barbados, we will see that there is a requirement in Sec-
tion 6 (1) that the Police Magistrates of the several
Districts shall reside within the limits of their respective
districts,

1 remember last Tuesday that the observation was
made that there was a great deal of difficulty in getting
even doctors who are parochial medical officers to reside
within the physical limits of the parishestowhich they are
appointed, although they are so required by the terms and
conditions of their appointments. Hon. members have made
reference to the fact that several Police Magistrates with
the exception of two have not been living within their juris-
diction and do you necessarily have to give a detailed ex~
planation of that? Sub-section (2) of the same Section 6
states this;-

’Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (!} of
this section if any Police Magistrate can satisfy the Gov-
ernor that he is unable to obtaina suitable residence within
his District, the Governor may permit such Police Magis-
trate to reside at any place which is within a reasonable
distance from the Police Station of his District, subject
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always to the right of the Governor to withdraw such per-
mission at any time."’

By virtue of subsection (2) of section 6 of this Act 1905
Chapter 5, the onus was onthe magistrate to say to the Of-
ficer administering the Government that it was difficult for
him to find a suitable house or residence within his dis-
trict, and the Governor would then give the Magistrate a
dispensation to live outside the magisterial district pro-
vided that it was within a reasonable distance from the
district. Therefore, the concession was made to the Magis-
trate allowing him to reside outside the district, Due to the
fact that there were houses erectedaround St. Michael and
Christ Church of a certain standard and the slump in the
building development in the rural areas, perhaps there
were only two magistrates in Dist.‘'A’ whowere residing
out of the district to which they were appointed and there
was no question of a compensatory allowance.

Mr. Chairman, if you look atthe note to this item, you
will see that the gravamen of the case being advanced to-
day is that magistrates are subjected to removal very
frequently. A magistrate lived outside the district although
that magistrate was appointedas the magistrate of that dis-
trict. Today under the Magistrates’ Jurisdiction and Pro-
cedure Act, magistrates are now appointed on the warrant
of the Governor to be magistrates of thisisland, If the case
ended there, you could say that they are appointed and
therefore we should not pay them any allowance to go to
their work; but the whole gravamen of the submission of the
hon. senior member for St. Philip and the explanation in
the Addendum to the Resolution is that the magistrates are
no longer required by legislation to reside within the dis-
trict to which they have been assignedandthey are subject
to frequent transfer at short notice from district to dis~
trict. If you were to listen to the speeches made by hon.
members, you would think that some injustice was being
done to the magistrates and thatcould only spring from a
lack of consideration before legislation is brought to this
House. Whether it be an association of a group of officers,
Heads of Departments, or establishment and personnel,
every single paper dealing with establishment or with any
matter relating to allowances and conditions of service is
referred to persons, in this case, to the Registrar and the
Chief Justice, the Chief Personnel Officer, the Establish-
ment QOfficer and finally to the Finance Ministry. When it
comes to the Ministry of Finance, having consideredall the
different opinions which have beenadvanced, wearriveat a
conclusion recommended by the Establishment invariably,
or we amend the Establishment recommendation and we
come to the Cabinet with it and then to the House, There-
fore, it is nota question of any injustice being done to these
officers; I would not say that the magistrates have recom=-
mended this allowance but this is the begt compromise at
which we could arrive after considering all the circum-
stances,

1.40 p.m.

Now in order to safeguard the principle that a man
should not be paid to travel to his joh, we have introduced
a system of these special allowances, In the first Adden-
dum when the matter was before the House, hon. members
queried why it should come under Travelling if it was a
Staton allowance, because the Addendum said that it has
been decided to pay each person performing the duties of
magistrate at any District Court other thanDistrict’‘A’" a
station allowance at the following rate; District ‘‘A’’ $300
per annum and other rural districts $480 per annum §25
and $40 a month respectively. Now, Sir, the wording of that
Addendum was rather unfortunate, 1 agree, and therefore
we took it back and brought in a different Addendum al-
together with the same basic rates of allowance set out to
try to make the position clearer to hon. members, and in
this Addendum now, we have statedexactly what] have re-
iterated, what the Hon. Leader of the House has stated and
what the Addendum itself shows that magistrates are not
required to live in their districts; but this is a most im-
portant aspect of the matter. The magistrates are subject
to frequent transfer at short notice, and 1 am informing
hon, members that they are subjecttotransfer now almost
on a monthly basis; so you cannot fix an allowance which
is peculiar to a magistrate because he is living in St.

Joseph and working in St. Michael, as that same magis-
trate who is living in St. Joseph and now working in St.
Michael next month may be working in St. Joseph, and
therefore you cannot fix a travelling allowance which is
peculiar to the magistrate, but you fix a travelling allow-
ance which is peculiar to the magisterial district, Rather
than have eleven different scales, we havetriedto strike a
sort of happy medium in which we have calculated all the
distances from a basing point and worked out the average
on that basis.

Now, Sir, a further question remains to be answered
as to why District ’A’" should be chosen as the basing
point. It is for the simple reason that in District ‘A"’ you
have every single day of the week, 1 think, no less than four
magistrates working, and in normal circumstances in the
Government Service, the Headquarters of the magistrates
would be at District ‘‘A"’, TheHeadquarters of the Govern~
ment Service is in District ‘*A’’, and we have found that
most of the magistrates live withinDistrict'‘A’’, therefore
we have used District ““A’’ asgthe hub of the wheel, and the
different stations radiate as they actually do onthe map or
as spokes of the wheel of the other magisterial districts.
Housing being more readily available in District “‘A’’, we
have found by experience, and as a matter of fact, I go so
far as to say that right now there is only, as far as ] can
remember, one magistrate living outside of District *A"’
probably out of eight or nine or more, therefore we used
District “'A" as the basing point and say District “'B"’
should be subject to & smaller allowance than that given to
the other magisterial districts. The hon. jundor member
for St. George raised the point that Holetown is only two
or three miles farther away from District “*B’’, but what
the hon. member seems to have overlooked is that the
magistrate at Holetown has to go to St. Peter two days a
week, therefore we cannot gay that a man is paid $480
a month for going two extra milesbecausehe only goes to
Holetown two days a week, He hastogo to St. Peter on two
other days of the week; so for four days a week that magis-~
trate works. The magiatrate at District *'B’" works every
day, The two members for St. Joseph talked about the
great difficulties and hardships which prevail intheir con-
stituency in Bissex Hill and St. Andrew respectively, but
when you come to these two parishes, youwill find out that
they do not hold Court at District *‘F’’, Bissex Hill, every
day or at St. Andrew every day. There again, the magis~
trates work two days at each of these Courts; 8o it is nota
full five~day week they work, neither as far as | know, is
the clerk at any one of these sub-districts of District *'F"’
required to be on duty until 4 o'clock in the afternoon five
or six days a week, orfiveanda half days a week, because
at these courts, the courts git two days at Bissex Hill and
one day at Belleplaine and two daysat St. Thomas, because
the magistrate, I believe, at District *‘F' was at one time
performing the duties of magistrate of Districts B’ and
‘“F’’, and] do not know whether this is still the cage. At
St. Thomas certainly when they hada full-time magistrate,
the magistrate only sat two days a week.

The position, Mr. Chairman, is that if you have a
magistrate for St. Thomas and a magistrate for District
‘““F'’, one of these magistrates will beworking two days a
week as far asl remember, and the other magistrate will
be working three days a week; so for a long ime you had
one magistrate performing the functions of beth juris-
dictions. When one examines first the rationale of the al-
lowances and one knows the basic facts that nearly all the
magistrates live in St. Michael now, one realiseg that the
whole object of the exercise is that the magistrat@8...,e, if
the hon. member would allow me to continue becauge | can~
not hear myself, Sir; hon. membersalways get up and make
a lot of noise on the other side about the Government doing
this and that, and when an explenation is given, they never
listen.

The magistrates themselves were complaining about
being shifted about so frequently. The whole purpose of
shifting them about is that they do not get stale, but get
experience in the Traffic Court and in the Criminal Court,
and no one magistrate is burdened with the expense of hav~
ing to travel, say, to District’'F'' for twelve months of the
year and that kind of thing. Thatwasthe whole object of the

]
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exercise of shifting around so that for two months of the
year no individual magistrate has to go as far afield as
District ''F'’ or St. Peter. When you take the whole thing
you will find a magistrate working six months in District
‘A" and then six months between IDistrict ‘B’ and the
other rural courts, anditisonly inrespect of these months
that he is actually performing the duties of magistrate in
this jurisdiction. We come to the point that though he may
work six months at District ‘'A*’, he is still required to
keep a car, therefore itis only justand equitable. When the
hon. junior member for St. Joseph begins talking about being
unjust and unfair on magistrates, let him ask the magis-
trates what they think. They are a lotbetter off than under
his Government when they had no allowances at all, and
since 1958 when the last Government changed theterms of
reference for magistrates’ appointments, they had nothing
to solve the difficulty of getting magistratestogo willingly
and work in rural courts. Now that we have made some
attempt to smooth out this difficulty, the hon. member ac~
cuses this Government of being unjust and unfair. Maybe
we are unjust and unfair because we should pay $100 or
$200 travelling to these gentlemen; butl will ask him to
ask any magistrate a simple question, and it is that out of
the two Governments, which is the more unfair in their
opinion,

1,50 p.m.

You will never have everyhody in the Public Service
completely satisfied with their terms and conditions of
service although they do not resign and go anywhere else.
It is the nature of Civil Servants to grumble. Sometimes,
their complaints are justified and sometimes they are not
justified and sometimes when their complaints are justified,
you find the Government is willing to do more than they
ask.

I think Magistrates area lot better off by this arrange-
ment than they were before. | think we can transfer them
without the fear of their having to get a car or pay a taxi
to go to certain Courts.

The whole questionis payinga compensatory allowance,
in answer to the hon. senjor member for St. Peter, is that
you are now compensating the individual for the incon-
venience he would be put to for having to shift at a mo~
ment’s notice to go to another Court. You are recognizing
the nature of the duties of Magistrates, It means that he
should have some form of transportationavailableinorder
to permit him more effectively to perform these duties.

I do not think I can explainitmore fully. 1 assure hon.
members that | have a lot of personalinterest in this mat-
ter, therefore opinions have been canvassed andalthoughl
do not have the file here, I can assure hon. members that
these allowances actually emanated from the Magistrates
themselves.

Mr. WALCOTT: I am not going to make any personal
references because 1 do not think what the Hon. Premier
said before generally dealt with this matter at all, ] think
he followed the same error as hon. members who spoke
on this matter. The gravity of this matteris to understand
from where this thing emanatedand the Hon. Premier at the
close of his reply said that it emanated from the Magis-
trates.

Magistrates must bear this in mind, What the Hon,
Premier said was that a Magistrate had to reside in the
past in the district which he was put to work but now he is
not called upon to reside in that district. In other words,
nowadays his work is not in a particular district but the
whole Island and in view of the factthat they are not work-
ing in a particular district but the whole island, a travelling
allowance should be given them not to provide them with
motor cars because they can borrow money and buy a motor
car. The Hon. Premier said thatthe Magistrates madethat
plain,

1 will tell the Hon. Premier this. At one stage, when
you compelled them to live in the district for which they
were appointed, they complained that they had to give up
living at their residences and live somewhere else. A man
owns a residence in a certain district and you carry him

down St. Andrew. In those daysandeven now, it is not easy
to rent a house in St. Andrew or St. Joseph suitable for
Magistrates. These districts were never designed for
strangers to go in and live, They were designed for the
plantocracy to live unless a Magistrate wanted to live in
an 18 X 10 house with a kitchen artached, and you would
not expect him to live in that sort of house. In these
parishes, they do not build houses for renters. The Govern~
ment at that time may decide that a Magistrate must live
out of the district in which he owned a house and in those
days it was felt that a man was better off living in his own
residence. I understand that they were notgivenany house
allowance therelore a man was better off livingin the dis-
trict where he had his own house,

You come in now withthis order. Whatthe Hon. Prem-
ier says now? He says this is what the Magistrates have
done, If they were under the Travelling Allowance Act,
they would not ask Government for any money but they are
not under the Travelling Allowance Act. 1 say that there is
no inconvenience for a man who hasbeen appointed at Dis-
trict “‘C”’ if he is livingin Baxters Road to go to the Dis-
trict ‘‘C"’ Court because Barbados is small. The Magis~
trates have got together and have pointed out that in view
of the fact that they haveto do this travelling and they are
not under the Travelling Allowance Act that they should be
given some sort of allowance, so the Governmentis giving
them an allowance which in truth is a disguised travelling
allowance. It cannot be truly called a compensatory allow-
ance because there is no compensation which you have to
offer them. The position today is better than under the Act
where they had to abide within the district which they
were appointed to work. At thattime they said that they did
not like that and now they are not called upon to live in the
district they say that you have to give them something for
going to their district. 1 do not see how you can call it
a compensatory allowance when they do not lose anything.
Their relative position so far as work is concerned is
better,

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Mr, CHAIRMAN left the Chair and Mr, SPEAKER took
the Chair,

Mr. SPEAKER: It now being after 2.00 o’clock, p.m.,
this sitting stands suspended until 2,30 o'clock, p.m. this
day.

2.02 p.m.

On re-assembling,

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, 1 should like to draw your
attention to the fact that there is no quorum present and I
ask that the Bell be rung,

On the Bell having been rung, a quorum was obtained,

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Mr. SPEAKER: It is now time for the consideration of
Private Members’ Business. There have been no answers
laid to questions and accordingly we will proceed with the
consideration of other Private Members' Business.

The first Order of the Day under Private Members’
Businesgs stands in the name of the hon. senior member for
the City of Bridgetown whose seat 1 observe is vacant.

RESOLUTION re BRITAIN'S ENTRY INTO THE
EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in
name of the hon. senior member for St. Peter:- to move
the passing of a Resolution re the setting up of a National
Committee to study the effect of Britain's entry into the
European Economic Community upon the economy of Bar-
bados.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, in dealing with this Res-
olution, 1 do notintendtotake upas much time as was taken
up by the Statement which was made by the Hon. Premier
on this matter. This Resolution reads as follows:~
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‘‘BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Assembly views
with concern the important statement made in this House
by the Hon, Premier on Tuesday, 11th December, 1962, on
Great Britain's entry into the European Economic Commun~-
ity.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Government
set up a National Committee representing all important
elements in the Island to study and report on the effect
which Britain’s proposed entry would have on the economy
of Barbados.”

Mr. Speaker, it is true that the Hon. Premier chose a
very unusual role in dealing with this veryimportant mat-
ter in that it purported to be a statement made by him, but
in truth and in fact itturnedout to be a speech which lasted
for two hours, It is difficult for us to have that statement
and 1 have been wondering when we would get it. However,
in view of the importance of the Hon., Premier’s statement
as to Britain's proposed entry into the European Common
Market, I feel it isimportantthat the Premier should make
a statement like that in this Assembly, a Statement which
was broadcast, but I am not pleading fora broadcast reply.
1 regard these things as special privileges for the Govern-~
ment. If a statement like that is made in the House, it is a
statement which is of sufficient import for hon. members
to have the opportunity of dealing with because of its vital
implications to us. 1 do not intend to make any detailed
answer to what the Premier has saidbecausel do not think
it is necessary for me to do so.This is not an issue which
is of localimport on which youhaveto divide the House, but
it is of sufficient international importance that whether
Great Britain joins the European Common Market or not,
whatever is the outcome of these negotiationsatthis pres-
ent time, I consider that it isimportantthat some sections
of the community should be giving study to matters which
are likely, if they come about, to affect the very foundations
of our economy.

The Hon. Premier made mention of the document which
was known as the Treaty of Rome and to not one person,
unless it is those people in the European Economic Com=
munity, would this be a document which he would select
to read., Select portions of this document would be dealt
with by people who have to deal withthem. You have heard
a lot of talk about whether it is right for Britain to enter
the European Common Market or not and the Premier did
not say whether they would be better or worse off in doing
so. He did not say that this would be one of the A,Q.T.
groups. 1 do not feel that anyone could make any dogmatic
statement as to what Britain intends to do.

Mr. Speaker, in the course of my speech 1 hope to
quote from the late lamentedHughGaitskell who made what
can be regarded as one of his most brilliant and famous
speeches at the Annual Conference of the Labour Party.
That speech was such a famous one that it was printed as
a special pamphlet and it was distributed throughout the
world. He did not make any dogmatic statement. He set out
five points which he asked his Party to consider, The peo-
ple in Barbados have been discussing this matter but none
of the interests in Barbados has been discussing the Europ-
ean Common Market with any amount of force as to say:
*“This is what we regard as the implications in this mat-
ter.'’ 1 would like to emphasize that the Premier has said
that we have to think of ourselvesinterms of our relation-
ship with Britain. 1f Britain enters the European Economic
Community, whether we like it or not, it will be an extreme-
ly trying time for Barbados. The only good thing which I can
see emerging from Britain’s proposed entry into the Europ-
ean Common Market is to make Barbadians get up and get,
and to remember that we must have a complete re-thinking
of our staple economy. Barbados sugar represents 95% of
the domestic export products of this country.ltis a classic
example of a one crop~economy with the promise of Presi-
dent De Gaulle that he had to insist that if Britain would
have to go into the European Economic Community Britain
would have to drop this preference. Barbadians, without
thinking of what would happen in 1970, donot have any clue
as to what will happen if the.mainstay of our economy were
to receive such a shock.

S e

Mr. Speaker, | want to say that there is too much of a
wait and see policy in Barbados, and this policy does not
seem to worry people very much. When ] say that Britain
has given usa guarantee until 1970 for sugar, incidentally it
seems to fit in with some of the dates of the European
Common Market because it is one of the dates that they
hope to remove these extra territorial appendages which
Britain would have. The United States of America have
been pressing Britain about the European Common Mar-
ket and these other appendages which are carried with
them. President Kennedy introduced in 1962 a new method
of trade tariffs in order to bring the United States Govern-
ment into closer association with the European Economic
Community. You have Great Britain on one side and the
United States of America on the other. These Common-
wealth Territories in the Caribbean area are left to make
a decision for themselves as if some of them are not your
associated overseasterritories, and some places inNigeria
and Africa decided against it because Britain's entry into
the Treaty of Rome is not only an economic but a political
treaty. The most important of the African States do not
have any intention to give up their foreign policy; even the
late Mr. Gaitskell warned this Party that it was not his
intention to give up foreign policy to the United Kingdom to
be engaged in the foreign policy of Europe. Some of the
African territories have taken the role that they should not
be embroiled in a European political entanglement and that
there should be free African states to dictate their own
political destiny. For that reason, some of them were ex~
tremely cautious about entering the European Economic
Community, I said earlier that Barbados is in one of those
positions in which there is not muchfor us to talk about on
the score of industries but we would find ourselves in an
extremely perilous position if we cannot begin to have a
formula and to think of ways and means of what we will do
after 1970.

2.40 p.m.

I do not believe it is too early te begin thinking along

these lines, Mr, Speaker, and that is why 1 have taken the
opportunity of replying and putting this Resolutioninto the
Premier's Statement on the European Economic Com=
munity. The Premier’s Statement did not say anything posi=
tive as to what his Government intends doing, nor did the
Premier say if it ishisintentiontohave on a broad basis a
Committee set up to study and repert, not a Committee to
take over the Government’s decision if they want to enter
as an Associated Qverseas Territory. 1 feel if this House
of Assembly debates a matter like this, it is being deait
with in the right place, it has the right focus and would be
given the right attention being such an important matter.
For that reasonl am submitting that these issues that we
have to deal with (1) transcend party politicalissues; there
are no party politics in this; and (2) the political parties
as they are constituted do not have within their structura)l
arrangements the sort of advice and machinery for dealing
with such an important matter like this, and it has been
left to the Government to uge the Government’'s own ma~
chinery as distinct from the Government Party machinery
for which they unfortunately happen tobe inthe same posi~
tion as some of the other political parties which do not
have the machinery to provide the sort of research and
preparation which an important document and important
discussion like this should have,

1t is very remarkable, Mr. Speaker, thatthe European
Economic Community has been going on for sometime, and
three years ago when I returned to Barbados 1 made men~
tion that this came up at one of our international meetings
in Brussels where our Internationa] Trade Union Head=
quarters happen to be, and someone told me that it looked
strange that I was speaking about the European Common
Market, To that person who is a Civil Servant, the Euro~
pean Common Market sounded like something in outer space
which had absolutely no concern with Barbades, and ]
should have been talking about sugar or something that
would mean something more to Barbados. There is the
unfortunate tendency in feeling that these matters are
matters that have to be dealt with by people in the back~
room, with economists and research officers giving you
all the implications and showing allthe trade trends before
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you can begin to work your mind on it because it is an ex-
tremely complicated issue for us, and that is why 1 say it
is not the sort of exercise that you can deal with only in a
debate in an Assembly. It is the sort of thing one should
get down to with all the relevant information at your dis-
posal so that you can deal with the political aspect that
would affect the West Indies.

Mr. Speaker, Britain itself in divided, and without
taking any thunder from what hasbeen stated, and what will
be said for Mr. Gaitskell when the Government introduces
a Resolution of condolence, Mr. Gaitskell madea very im-
portant thing for Britain. It is necessary for Barbados to
know he did it for the people in Britain and has shown to
the people there that Britain had other alternatives. 1 say
that it is a source of regret that he has been taken away
at this time because he projected a point of view whichl
regard as the essence of democratic socialism through
which the world would have hada new blood transfusion and
take us out of some of those ruts which we are in, because
from the Tory side in Britain they can see no other means
than to go into the European Common Market, and a man
like Mr. Gaitskell can show them So many other alterna-
tives by the analysis of trade with the Commonwealth as
compared with trade with the six countries and trade with
the European Free Trade Association in which Britain is
to join with the Scandinavian countries and some of the
other countries in Europe. He did that from Britain’s
point of view to point out that the Economic Common Mar-
ket was not the only road for Britain to travel, and 1 will
only quote what he said in Britain. This same Party was in
power in 1926 when Baldwin wanted to carry Britain into a
new trade situation and they pressed to have an election,
and as you will very well remember, that election caused
Baldwin the Government and brought the Labour Govern-
ment into power for the first time.

On this occasion, Mr. Speaker, Mr.Macmillan may be
too shrewd and sees howthe wind of change is blowing and
does not intendto have anelection on the European Common
Market issue. When I read passages from what Mr.
Gaitskell said about that, thoughithas no local implication,
it is the only way that Governments all over the world
sometimes work. 1 will just quote with Your Honour’s per-
mission. )

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member may read extracts
from books or papers other than newspapers.

Mr. WALCOTT: In speaking on this situation, he asked
them to take it to the country. He said in a broad way that
in Mr, Macmillan's speech the Prime Minister had pledged
that *‘when we know the final position, then it will be for us
here in Britain to decide what to do’’. For us here in
Britain? Who does he mean? Does he mean the Government?
Or the Tory Party? Or the British people?

We are now being told that the British people are not
capable of judging this issue — the Government know best;
the top people are the only people who can understand it; it
is too difficult for the rest. This is the classic argument
of every tyranny in history. It begins as a refined, intel-
lectual argument, and it moves into a one-man dictator-
ship; ‘We know best’ becomes ‘1 know best’. We did not
win the political battles of the 19th and 20th centuries to
have this reactionary nonsense thrust upon us again,

1 say that when you pay obituary to Mr. Gaitskell, that
is the sort of thinking the world is going to miss at this
stage when we need it so badly, Mr. Gaitskell in pointing
out to us ir: this country some of the dangers, made it clear
that that is the sort of situation you have. The British
people and the Labourites resisted the idea of going into
the European Common Market, but the Tories believe they
should, They have examined the position and are divided. 1
would say that maybe if an election hadto take place prior
to Mr. Gaitskell’s death, say, in QOctober last year, the
Government might have been changed, and therefore the
idea of Britain entering the European Common Market
might be a different thing, more so onthe terms offered by
the Six,

2,50 p.m.

Now, Mr, Speaker, some people believe that Barbados
has no alternative than to enter or go along with Great
Britain and when you ask them why they say that, what do
they say? Do you realise all of theimplications of the bar-
riers that have been set by the Six on trade, on preferences
on commodities?

1 am satisfied in my mind that Barbados has an op-
portunity to join with some of the other territories in the
Caribbean. In a memorandum which we of the Union sub-
mitted, we said that it is time that we look at the situation
in Canada. Canada has certain reservations different from
the United States about this matter. There are certain
trade possibilities with Canada and before Barbados speaks
too quickly it would be good that these things be examined
in the light of the situation.

1 say that because Barbadians have notbeenin a posi-
tion of talking over these problems. It is true that the
European Economic Community was talked about for some
time and on the face of that, Britain passed an Immigration
Act and with all respect to the British Government and
British Parliament, we in the Trade Union Movement pro-
tested against the British Immigration Law. I do not know
how many Governments protested against the British
Government passing this Act but I amtold that that was the
result from pressures in Europe. 1 was at a conference
in Nigeria and I told some Europeans that1 had not seen a
bare-footed man in Europe. They have no concept of the
situation which prevails in some of these territories and
if Britain enters the European Common Community without
paying some strict attention to these territories, 1 do not
know what the situation will be for us. We do not think that
we are begging or asking for any aid; there is more than a
moral obligation which the British Government owes to
many of us.

Mr. Speaker, those of us in Barbados speak English
but an Englishman regards it as an indigenous language,
He speaks with pride on the basis that his language has so
far covered the earth and that there are so many million
people who speak it, Why has his language become so to
speak an indigenous language? The answer to that is sim~
ple. The historical reasons are that these colonies were
created by Britain ~ and this is notcrying over spilt milk
or going into the cupboard and looking fora skeleton — our
history has been bound up with England and the fact that we
only speak English is bound up with our historical back-
ground. Here it is, people with a different ethnic back-
ground is just as tied tongue as a man born in Yorkshire
or London. Here it is, you have two different people with
the same common heritage and yet at this stage of our
history, we find Britain passing a Commonwealth Act ex-
cluding from Britain people for no other reason than their
pigmentation.

When that Immigration Bill was passed, the English-
man might say that he was not imputing any bad motives
but1 have always wondered if Britainhas ever got a little
worry about what will happen when she joins the European
Common Market. One of the clauses in thattreaty is golng
to permit Belgians, Frenchmen, Italians and people from

i Luxemburg to go to Great Britainand work without a pass~

port. This will be the position within three years' time but
you may be able to move if you obtain a job before and, as
1 have said, you will be able to do so after three years,
whether you have a job or not.

1 wonder if Britain did not want to appear that hard
indeed because | hear some person speak about English
judges and 1 have all the respect for English Courts and
British Justice and all the trappings of it because it can
stand the best of reproach. A Britisher talks in some
idealistic way about themselves and the average English-
man feels that God sits at his right hand so it is not any
question about their attitude towards other people.

As regards their reason for passing the Immigration
Act, 1 feel that they do not want too many people looking
like myse]f in their land because ] heard a British judge
said that the West Indians went to England and began to get
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along there in the same way thatthey get along in the West
Indies. I think they started this sort of living to which
they are accustomed. As you know, Sir, we are liberal in
many other things than the arts andthat judge said that this
sort of thing would change the character of the English
people so to speak. That is what I saw when reading the
book *‘‘Green Pastures'’, The Americans said that they
would put up a white flag and say that they are different
from the others but the first real exposure which British-
ers received from coloured people coming to England to
work alongside them, they put up the same barriers as all
the other people had put up andevenwith the same reason.

The British people have the effrontery to call Barbados
‘'Little England’’ and yet ‘‘Little England’’ cannot get into
‘‘Big England’’ unless by some special treatment. They
say that politics make some people the same bedfellows
and the 45 million people of England would go to make a
community of 220 million people which is a good market,
therefore that is something to which they are looking for-
ward.

Some people must understand that one Government of a
country would say something and the other Government that
comes along would say something which is different, there-
fore donottake whataGovernment saysas something which
is righteous. Britain is going to enter the Common Market
because of the Tory policy. The late Mr, Gaitskell, if he had
become PrimeMinister, would never have taken Britain into
it. That is how our attitude is locally too. One Government
would say something and another Government would say
another thing, (A VOICE: Wilson would take Britain into it
too.)] hear a member say that Wilson too would take Bri-
taifl into the European Common Community.

3.00 p.m.

It is an issue that you might have some people in the
Labour Party agreeing with some people in the Conserva-
tive Party because 1 know andl have met a Conservative
Member last November in Nigeria andl am sure it is no
secret, If I should say who it is, he is John Hollingsworth;
he is one of the forty members who are against Britain’s
entry into the European Economic Community buthehas to
go home and vote for his Parliament.Heis not in favour of
the political clause which means that their foreign policy
and their political identity are going tobe one in Europe. If
you were to take a referendum on thatmatter, you will get
a lot of varying decisions because a country which has
grown up for thousands of years with a more democratic
system as against a system which is noted in Europe and
West Germany, and when you get some people agreeing to
the same political structure you are bound to get a differ-
ence of opinion. There is no question of saying that Mr.
Wilson would take them in; 1 am not sure ] have read any
document that Mr. Wilson would take them in, but Mr.
Gaitskell wanted a lot of safeguards,

Mr. Speaker, here in Barbados] feel that the state of
our own economic position would show us that we cannot
make any dogmatic statements and say ‘‘Yes’’ or *‘No”’
to this matter; we should have an opportunity of studying
these things. This does not involve the Government in
accepting any decision from any Government thathas given
any study to it; but to focus attention on this matter is a very
worthwhile exercise which should be undertaken. Moreover,
1 feel that, in view of the fact that Barbados is entering
into an Eastern Caribbean Federation, it is a good thing
for Barbadians to take the lead of thinking on matters
such as this, matters over which they can project a point
of view — ] do not say matters over which they can pro-
ject an image because that would look a8 if you want to
dominate something. We would have to be frankabout our-
selves and if we feel that we arecapable of giving the lead
in some important matters, we should be failing in our
duty if we refrained from so doing.

What ] feel is that hon. members should devote their
time, energy and thinking to this important matter because
it is a matter which will affect us very much, Unfortunate-
ly, the sugar interest here does not have a forthright
policy as to what the position wouldbe. One sugar magnate
says that he doubts very much that Great Britain would

leave us in the cold. Well, it is all right to say that. The
late Mr. Gaitskell was more knowledgeable on this matter
than ] am. What were the reservations he asked for? He
asked for reservations for foreign policy, for Britain's
agricultural farmers, for full employment and a reserva-
tion for the Commonwealth Territories. He was doing that
in his own country. Here in Barbados what are we doing
for our country in relation to this issue? Some people like
to play by air. If Trinidad and Jamaica say that they are
going in, we are going in too. Do you realise why Trinidad
has gone in? }f Trinidad did not have petroleum they would
not have gone in so quickly. They are afraid of the people,
of those whom they have to compete with. You cannot fol-
low people into this course unless you have made a study
of it.

Mr, Speaker, it would be good for hon. members to
know what the late Mr. Gaitskell said about our own terri-
tories, This is what he said:-

““Then there are the proposed associated overseas
territories, the African and Caribbean countries. The
Prime Minister described them ashaving wonderful terms.
What a patronising attitude} Wonderful terms if only
they would accept them| Why do they not accept them?
Why have almost all turned them down? Because they re-
gard them a8 implying 2 political commitment to Western
Europe which they do not want. If you ask why they do this
it is because of the history of the relationship between
France and the French Colonies and the relationshipwhich
exists there today. That is why this special A,0.T. status
was proposed. I cannot feel it right that African countries
like Nigeria and Tanganyika. should be penalised as they
will be under the present arrangement, just because they
prefer not to do anything which might imply an absence of
political neutrality.”’

You have a situatdon which you have to watch very
carefully. This i a man who had all the potentialities of
a future Prime Minister and it may be that it is only fate
that had prevented that from being what it would be, That
is one of his last big pronouncements. He made it quite
clear {n speaking about the colonies what the position
would be. We had Mr, Sandys down here and it is amazing
how he dealt with the statement which Mr. Sandys made.
Mr. Sandys had said this:~

‘‘We have promised our partners in the Commonwealth
that we shall not join the European Community unless we
can make arrangements to safeguard their vital trading
interests. We made that promise. We stand by that promise.
It remains as it was, upqualified and unaltered.’’ That is
what he said a year agp, Mr. Gaitskell went on, ‘'Will he
repeat it at Llandudno?

When the Commonwealth Prime Ministers' Conference
began one might have supposed that the Government would
say, ‘Here is what we mapaged to do so far. It s not very
good and we should just like your viewson it. We will take
your views back and try to get better terms.’’ That would
have been understandable, After all, it is not the fault of
the Government entirely that the Six have been so difficuit,
But this is not what happened.,

On the contrary, what happened was this, Instead, and
after a pledge which had also been given that the Govern-
ment would not make up their minds until after the Con-
ference, there was a continual stream of comments: ‘We
are going in, anyhow. You had better take it, because there
is mo chance of our changing our minds,’ Day after day the
Tory press poured this out. Did they intend it? Of course
not. It came from the Government, and it came from Mr.
Sandys in a desperate attempt to bulldpze the Common-
wealth into accepting what had been done."'

That is what Mr. Gaitskell said in England, What the
Government said then is that it is better to go in now and
gf ygu do not take itnow itwill be worse for you in the end.

.10 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Sandys came here; too fast a visit
for me. I am a little bit suspicious about Englishmen
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visiting us at this time of the year. England is usually
very cold at this time of the year, and Barbados is far
from being cold at this time of theyear, and whenever you
have a winter season and youexpectitto be tough for those
who have been living in winters for 50 years, it is a good
thing to have a little sunshine, and sometimes we have
these sunshine visitors. We welcome them from the point
of view of the economy but from the point of view of a
Secretary of State, 1 usually feel it is a little bit of an
exercise to give him a little vacation when he comes to see
us. He had three or four days here, and we could not get
down to too much. Where 1 feel a study can be made is for
Barbados and the other colonies in the West Indies to set
up some Commonwealth or Caribbean Development Organi-
sation for which aid can be provided of a substantial nature
to give us the economic props so that if we lose by the
European Economic Community, we would have sofiething
to bolster our economy. By that I mean this; if Britain
enters the European Economic Community, MF. Speaker,
sugar would be subjected to a loss of preferences. We
would have to compete against all the French territories
just like how Nigeria and Ghana would have to compete
against Senegal in cocoa. 1 feel this is where Britain's
obligation is to us, and it has been suggested before that
one percent of the national income of these industrialised
countries, and that is as you know the Six, should be taken
o provide aid ona similar basis to some of the territories.

We feel, Mr. Speaker, thata Development Organisation
should be. considered in order to help these territories
over the first stages just as Britain wants to phase her
situation in entering the European Economic Communitys
with tariffs. Looking at this, what is going to be our posi- *
tion after 1970 or after Britain joins the Economic Com-
munity? What will happen when our sugar will be exposed
to the situation in which even the United States of America
is insisting that Britain should join the Commonwealth
preferences. You know, Sir, that in politics there are
pressures, and when you are running a Party you have
pressures. Somebody may want a position and you have to
learn how to bat them off; you may give a fellow this or
that, but you cannot keep all to yourself and say you will
remain in power. When you are in a position like me, you
do not have to give away anything; you do not get, but you
do not have to give. You have a situation that when Britain
joins the Economic Community, these preferences will go
or are likely to go; so what is going to be Barbados’ posi-
tion with sugar when we cannot now turnto anything imme-
diately as an alternative? You cannot stop growing canes
tomorrow; it is not like a pair of shoes where you can go
home and take off a pair of brown shoes and say you are
going to a funeral and put on another pair; therefore you
cannot stop manufacturing sugar and turnto another indus-
try overnight; so that needs a long time of thinking. Let us
ignore completely the mass monumental nonsense, the
statement alleged to have been made by a former Prime
Minister of the West Indies, It is no wonder that he is no
longer Prime Minister, because it is a tragedy in an age
like this and in a place like this to have anyone in 1962 or
1963 telling the public that there is nothing for us to do
but weld ourselves to sugar. That is madness. We have
been so inflicted that that happens to be our lot. I think it
will go down in history thatyouhada Prime Minister with~
out & Government, and a Federation like one of these still-
born children. That is something we regret, but he made
that statement, and 1 do not want to bring him into this
because ] believe we have passed the stage of his thinking;
but that sort of thing is likely to percolate through the soft
heads. In some cases they say that Barbadians are soft
headed. There was a connotation at school that when a
boy was soft-headed he was a dunce, but some things get
through soft heads, and there are some soft headed people
in Barbados who believe that all we have is sugar; they
think that sugar will be a memory from the point of view
of our economic salvation. That is why ] say that over a
period of five or ten years props would have to be given
to places like ours, because like the biblical injunction in
Jeremiah which says ‘'you are moulded like clay in the
potter’s hand’’, we have been moulded into this economic
structure being colonies under Britein, producing raw
material, sending it to the United Kingdom and Britain,

.and purchasing the manufactured goods,

Even at this stage, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Gaitskell told
them they had to have a complete reorientation and not
regard these territories as ones to industrialise, because
they tried to keep the pressures on the colonies just as
they kept the pressure on India and Pakistan in the textile
industry on some other flimsy basis. What do you expect
400 million people to do? We here in Barbados became a
sugar producing territory not based on our great grand-
fathers in Africa being on plantations, but based on the fact
that we were brought here and an economywas created
for us by our masters 500,000 miles away. Now we have
come to the situation where we may be breaking away,
but there are some Barbadians who feel thatif you want to
be independent you should not be asking for aid, That is
stupid. We are children and we grow up from our parents
and take our own responsibility, and there is nothing
which says that your father cannot give you gid before he
finally kicks you off. 1 would say that Br#ajin owes it to
us that she must give us aid to put us on our feet, and that
is where ] say that the sugareconomy of Barbados is going
to be faced with the problem of being exposed to the non-
preferential treatmentin Europe, andwillhaveto get some=~
thing to bolster our economy. We in Barbados should be
thinking in terms like that, and not in terms of begging or
wanting to hold on to apron strings allthe time. We should
be thinking in terms of phasing our economy until it can
catch itself.

As 1 said, Mr. Speaker, my intention is that the
Barbados community should give attention to this state-
n.>nt made by the Hon. Premier. I do not feel\it should
have “been made like that and just left there. ] féel this

‘»‘L\egislatuzﬁe should be able to -express a point of view

on it, because it is a very important statement. My
Resolution does not permit the Government to do any-
thing other than agree that it is of such importance
that a study shonld be made of it, and give the people
of Barbados wiw it is going to affect an opportunity of
sitting downand studying it. All of the political parties,
and all of the vital interests should come together with
whatever advisers they have and make a study of it,
The Government with its departments can give the lead
and say what it has discovered and what information
it has and get the people of Barbados and the leaders
to exercise their minds on something that is extremely
important,

3.20 p.m.

The Government with its departments can give the
lead and say what it has discovered and get the people of
Barbados and the leaders to exercise their minds on some-
thing which is important.

1 can also mention that we should look to Canada.l
feel Canada offers us an excellent opportunity. First of
all, it is not one of those imperialist colonies and then the
Dominion of Canada is close enough to us to bring us in
quick contact with her. Her potentials are great and we
should be looking to Canada even from the point of view of
somebody to take our sugarif Britainentersinto the Euro-
pean Economic Community after which Canada would be no
longer bound to the treaty for which she gives you preferen~-
tial treatment which is 20% on the World Market price for
sugar and she elects to buy inthe Open Market. Therefore,
you can very well see that Canada has things to export to us
So we can enter into trade relationships with the Dominion
which is close enough to us for usto explore the possibili-
ties,

J do not feel as Barbadians feel that we are tied to
sugar alone because if you look around you will see that
Sweden is not a big country, Norway is not a big country
and Denmark is not a big country. They are three small
European countries but they are big exporting countries.
We have to get down to thinking of what we can do to help
our people because we have a lot of material in the place.
When 1 say material, I meanhuman beings. We have a mass
of unemployed labour and without any use being made of {t,
Sir, you know that it can be a potential danger. ] am saying
all these things because it is our duty as members of this
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Chamber to make a study of them. You should therefore
give us inroads into thinking of our own economy in order
to bring about a better place for the people of Barbados to
live,

Mr. Speaker, I think my Resolution recommends itself
to the Chamber and it would give hon. members the oppor-
tunity to study something which some people say is not
something which concerns us. They talk of the European
Economic Market as if itis somethingin outer space. When
people talk of the Common Market, they feel that it is the
market in Cheapside because when you talk about the word
*“Common’’ you think that it is something belonging to the
common man and when you talk of ‘‘Market’’, you find
everything in the market place and in market places, there
are not any particular rules drawn uptherefore you regard
them as places where you could say anything and places
where you will say things which you would not say in the
House of Assembly.

I thinkitisincumbent onthe leaders of this Chamber to
accept the challenge which this proposed entry of England
would mean to us, We are not from our point of view de-
bating whether Britain should enter the European Common
Market or not, That is their sovereign right. What we are
concernedwithiswhat affects Britain's entry in the Common
Market with all the implications whichit hason our econo~
my would mean tous. Doyouthinkthat is a matter for us
to study or do you think that thatis a matter for somebody
to study for us? I think it is for this Assembly to start the
lead into making a study of the effectsit would have on us.
The Hon. Premier started it off by makinga statement and
1 feel that the challenge should be takenup by all the other
members.,

Mr. Speaker, I have no intention of taking half the time
in speaking on this matter as the Hon, Premier took in
making his statement on it. ] regret that [ cannot quote
from the statement which he made because it is not avail-
able. My Resolution reads as follows:~

*BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Assembly views
with concern the important statement made in this House
by the Hon. Premier on Tuesday, 1lth December, 1962, on
Great Britain's proposed entry into the European Economic
Community.”’

““AND BE IT FURTHER RESQLVED that the Govern-
ment set up a National Committee representing all im-
portant elements in the Island to study and report on the
effect which Britain’s proposed entry would have on the
economy of Barbados."’

Mr. Speaker, 1 will end by saying that I do not know if
the Hon. Premier made that statement at that time, which
was on the last occasion we met before the Christmas re~
cess, so that we could have the opportunity of reading it
during the recess, If he were so charitable, I can tell him
that it is not printed yet andl do not know if it ever will be
printed because it was a statement which he took two hours
in making. I would say thatin future, when the Premier has
such important statements to make, 1 think it would be a
good thing if he would come downwitha White Paper and let
us have the opportunity of debating the matter and therefore
do not give the impression that it isa window dressing af-
fair. When you come and make a statement on a matter like
that, it is not like the Deep Water Harbour where the sea
leaked into and somebody comes and makesa statement on
the matter,

1 hope in the future that important matters like this,
dealing with a country’s economic policy, and life, would
be dealt with in the manner and form where you can have a
debate in Parliament onthem. There are some things which
we can do well to copy from the English. We can copy their
parliamentary institutions. I must say that they have some
excellent parliamentary mannerisms and codes of be-
haviour which you can follow, one of which is that these
important statements are setdownina White Paper and the
Prime Minister says beforehandthat he intends to deal with
that on such a date andthereisno question that it would be
dealt with in another form and in a way which would pre-

clude parliament from debating it. Sometimes when the
blood is hot, it is rightthat you strike the iron. I would say
that here in Barbados there is this attitude of dealing with
these things in this manner but leaders of the Government
need not adopt what I regard as these clever attitudes in
dealing with these matters. You leave the other members
outside when youdealwith these things in this manner, This
is the sort of thing which youcanhave on a basis of letting
everybody enjoy what you are doing.

It is clear when you come here witha statement on the
European Economic Community thatyou regarditas some-
thing which everybody in the Island should be aware of and
that is something which should be set downfor debate. You
have no permission but youbring inequipment to broadcast
the speech of somebody on some other matter. If 1 am not
accorded the same facility, 1 would throw it outside. There
is nothing in the Rules of this House that says that some-
thing should be set up in front of me. You get these things
strung around herec and at times 1 see photographers come
in here andtake pictures. Some people take life for granted.
You cannot take life {or granted in here; there are certain
rules, I say that in good spirit. 1 feel il you have a debate
which is going to be broadcast that itis fair that all mem=-
bers be accorded that same facility because we are equals.
3.30 p.m.

1t is not fair {or you to allow any member of the Gov=
ernment to put equipment in this Housce which becomes a
privileged position in so far as any matter is concerned.,
If youpermitthat, youwill permit this position of a window-
dressing organization. 1 would not bring in Rediffusion and
say that I would like to deal with my Address today and
therefore we should put in Rediffusion,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member, like anybody else,
would have to ask my permission to do that.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr., Speaker, ] do not consider that this
is something for which 1 will have toask your permission.
We should have Rules governing that, otherwise we will
have to ask for privileges which the House as a whole has
not dealt with. 1 have no objection tothe public listening to
the Premier making a very important statement on a very
important matter, but I object to something which is being
utilised andwhichisnot opentoall members of Parliament,
1 am saying that anything which isnot open to all members
of Parliament must be taken from inhere; it must be dealt
with on the basis of equipment. Mr. Speaker,l have moved
the passing of this Resolution and I have no intention of
saying that 1 should be granted the use of Rediffusion; but
if hon. members regard such thingsasin relation to public
matters, then 1 say that all the memberswho want to enjoy
this facility should be able to enjoy it. Every member
should be granted that privilege. The Hon, Premier could
give notice and say that he intends todeal with this matter
as the first Order of the Day for the next meeting of the
House. He could make his speech and nobody could have
any objection to that. These are things which we can get
and it would work very smoothly for everybody in this
House. Nobody wants anything over that. | begto move that
this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to second the motion
for the passing of this Resolution andl wish to express my
opinion on this side of the House, Weare all impressed by
the speech made by the Hon. Premier onthe debate in con-
nection with Britain’s entry into the European Economic
Community. 1 do not know thatit could be denied the people
of this colony that it was the Premier’s intention to deal
with such an important documentas Britain’sentry into the
European Common Market like the presentation of the
Budget Speech., We will have to look forward to getting a
copy of the Premier’'s Speech and ] may say at this stage
that it was my intention to discuss this statement with my
Party; but we could not do that because we did not have a
copy of the Premier’'s Statement on this matter. We can
glibly go on discussing for hours, if notyears, this matter
of Britain's entry into the European CommonMarket.l am
wondering, Sir, if there is anybody alive today in the
Caribbean area who could discuss the effects of Britain’'s
entry into the European Common Market. It is only last
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week that the effect of changing the tariff wallsin relation
to Great Britain's entry into the European Common Market
was being discussed and people are unlikely to give any
statistics as to what is likely to happen in one year after
Great Britain's entry into the European Common Market
has taken place. We have enough to study about. De.Gaulle
is very bitterly opposedto Britain’s entry intothe European
Common Market and particularly among the leading news-
papers in the United States of Americathere is some feel-
ing about this five-community arrangement although the
original dream and idea was a community of six.

It is still believed inwide circlesthat the speech made
by the late Mr. Gaitskellisa famousone, andl may say that
it is unfortunate that he departed this life before he was
given an opportunity to see what the position of Great
Britain would be in one way or another in relation to her
entry into the European Economic Community. We know
that France's attitude has led the way for a breakdown. {t
was felt by a number of wealthy sources continental and
otherwise that Mr. Gaitskell's attitude would have been a
deterrent against Britain’s entry into the European Com-
mon Market. The second counter-attack which has taken
place by the leadersarriving in England for Mr. Gaitskell’s
funeral is that the very reverse might obtain.lt is my pri-
vate and solemn hope that the Prime Minister of Britain
may take the right decision. We are not joining this Com-
munity if Great Britain is expected to surrender the pre-
ference which is only a term given and used because it is
convenient to the British Government for the budgetary
assistance of export territories. A number of things can
happen. We have seen some of the grant-aided territories
supported by the British taxpayers for over three hundred
years and why should we now have all sorts of fears as to
whether or not we will see a sudden end of Britain's re-
sponsibility to the Caribbean territories? 1 do notthink we
need have that fear. A new term has been developed which
we think we will respect and Britain has had a nice way with
this experience in bringing us tothe belief that we will feel
some hilarity in our outstretched hands for British chariry.
3.40 p.m.

As 1 said, Sir, ! like to refer to my first remarks on
this matter, that I do notbelieve youhave any West Indians
alive who could really give us an idea of what is likely to
happen after Britain enters. As1 said earlier, I have had
easy access to a number of Latin American papers on the
great speculation astowhethertariffwalls willfall in order
to bring Britain in, and as you know, Britain can be re-
garded as a minority group initself, andwhether or not all
these things will adduptothe satisfactionand dream of the
Prime Minister of Great Britain is still a question of
speculation, | believe, Sir, if for no other reason but the
diffusion of discussion and thought on the Economic Com-
munity that this Committee will serve a purpose, and if we
are thinking in terms of the national effect it is likely to
have on our country’sthinking, it is so vital at the moment
that I am bound to agree with the hon, member that some-~
thing be done, and you should make sure that you provide
membership on this national Committee that would suffice
to satisfy in the first placethe requirements of all sections
of the community and that should also apply to thought. |
have no desire but to be part of the country’s thinking, and
if this National Committee is established, Sir, I am sure
that we will be provided with the documentation for the
first time giving some idea of what is likely to take place
not only in the West Indies but in African territories as
well if the decision istakenthroughthe Prime Minister of
England that Britain should join the European Economic
Community.

Mr. GODDARD; Mr, Speaker, this question of the
European Economic Community is one of the biggest ques~
tions of the day. We have seen sincetheend of the last War
nations getting together into bigger and more powerful
blocs. At the moment we have Russia andher satellites on
one side, we have America on the other, and in between we
have Europe, a number of very powerful nations. The peo-
ple of Europe realise that if theywere to remain in small
blocs, they would have no place to voice big decisions un-
less they come together and form a third big bloc, and the
surprising thing about it is that they are backed in that

thought by the United States of America, the reason being of
course that at the present moment Western Europeanideas
are almost identical with those of the United States of
America, and together they will form twa great blocs
and Russia will really have to think., Theway they are now
going, that is the background, and that is how it is felt by
leading politicians. We play a mostinsignificantpartas we
are today. Barbados alone wouldalmost have no effect what-
ever, but would have a little moreina Federation, and that
is the reason why we in the West Indies are also thinking
in terms of a Federation.

Mr. Speaker, we in Barbados have over the past four
years seen our economy at a standstill; it has not moved
forward and although efforts have been made to try and
move it on, nothing has happened, and unless we can find
ourselves into a bigger trading market,l am afraid that that
effort will continue without much result, It is imperative
that we consider this subject mostcarefully asto how it will
affect us, We have seen — and thisis what worries us who
have thought of it — that if Great Britain enters the Com-
mmon Market and proper safeguards are not made at the
same time for the Commonwealth, and by that ] mean Her
colonies in which we areincluded, not only our preferences
may go by the board but something more important; the
guarantee of our sugar market may go. We have seen since
1951 when that guarantee came about a change in the pros-
perity of this Island and in the Westlndies as a whole. The
guaranteed prices of our sugar and of a market for it have
changed the whole complexion of the sugar producing
Commonwealth, and that iswhatwe are striving to maintain
more than anything else. No harm, but a lot of good will
come about from the composition of a Committee of all
walks of life and of people who have something to contribute
to it.

There aremany people in the commercial community,
Mr. Speaker, who have given great thought to this subject
and how it affects trade, becausewe are getting together in
bigger units throughout the world for the purpose of trade,
since it is on that that the prosperity of a country depends
andthe unemployment or employmentasa result of it.I com-
mend the hon. senior member for S. Peter for bringing this
Resolution because it gives the Government an opportunity
to think on this, although 1 do know that some attention has
already been paid to this subject; but it will give them the
filip to appoint a Standing Committee that will meet and
discuss from, the Barbadian point of view what effect
Britain’s joining or otherwise the Common Market will
have not only on Barbados but on the other islands with
which in the near future we hopewewill be federated. This
big question is so bigandwill affectthe lives of all of us in
one way or the other that no one can ignore it, and you
should give every possible assistance tothose persons who
are thinking on it to contribute of their best so as to guide
this or any other Government when the time comes for the
decisjon to be made. What decision will the West Indies
adopt in our relation with the United Kingdom in the Com-
mon Market or with Canada outside of it?

Canada is very concerned about the development in
Europe today. She feels that she will be left out. What she
is concerned about is that she is a nation of 16 million or
18 million people just on the northern border of the United
States with 180 million people, and jt is but inevitahle if
some association is not made between Canada and other
powerful trading units that she will automatically fall into
the orbit of the United States of America. That is her con~
cern and she may wantto put out her helping hand to others
who are likewise affected, and it may be an opportunity for
the West Indies and it should be explored by us if it is to
come from her whether the British Caribbeanlslands can~-
not form an association with Canada. R :
3.50 P-m.

The West Indies has only three million people. We
should explore the possibility of joining an association or
some very close form of association with Canada. Geo-
graphically, we are on this side of the Atlantic and we
trade with North America. The products which we produce
are complimentary with Canada, We produce sugar, rum
and vegetables of a tropical nature andthatis what Canada
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cannot produce but would need for her population. Canada
can take quite a large share of the sugar which we produce
and this Island would give Canada the opportunity of devel-
oping it as a tourist resort for Canadians who want to get
away from the rigours of their climate, For three or four
months of each year, they are snowboundandthey are find-
ing 2 home in Florida and the southern parts of the U.S.A.
What we have over here, they needandwhat they have over
there, we need, and together we can properly work out a
very close association that would be of great henefit to both
of us. That is one of the factors which can be explored by
this Committee. We cannot dealwith any other]sland but in
a Federation with the other Islands, it wouldbe a stronger
association.

Sir, I recommend this Resolution to the House and we
from this side support it most wholeheartedlyv,

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Speaker, this Resolutionas it stands
before the House today isa very important one, The context
of this Resolution deals with a question which the world
has to face today especially when it comes to small unit
territories like the West Indies.

We realise that we have been supported by Great
Britain for a quite a number of yearsand the way how | feel
today about Great Britain and ourselves isthatwe are just
like a mother with children andtheyare not weaned and she
is leaving them to go abroad. We all know the ¢ondition of
poor children of a motherwithout a father and she is leaving
her children to go abroad, We all know what are their con-
ditfons and how they are going to fare because we in our
natural experience have discerned many methers and
tathers who have left this country and gone to Great Britain
and left their children in a desperate position and we have
had to try our best to maintain those children, Therefore,
when Great Britain leaves us and goes and joins the Com-
mon Market, we have toaskourselves, willthe West Indies
survive as it hasbeen? Canwe survive without our mother?
That is the question.

Mr. Speaker, ]l sat down here todayandl viewedevery
point in my common way. Would we be able taq survive if
Great Britain joins the CommonMarket?] have just listened
to the hon. junior member for Christ Churchwhao stated that
the West Indies have three million people. Sir, ] would not
mind if these three million people could keep themselves.
Qur economy depends upon our sugar, rum and different
commodities which the Lord has helped us to grow here,
For these many years, Great Britainhasgivenus a guaran-
tee which has caused these [slands to develop very greatly
and by which owners of estates couldinvest their money be~
cause they would know from where they would get their
salvation. 1 am saying today that if Great Britain joins the
Common Market and leaves us alone we would be worse than
when we were undercolonialism. We may have a good sugar
crop this year or the next year but our prices would be
varied from time to time so we wouldnot know when we go
up or when we would be coming down, But when we have a
guaranteed price for our sugar crop, that is what helps us
and we can build around that,

1 also feelthatif the WestIndies do not join themselves
together and become a Federation, it would be worse for us.
1f we do not join together, what are we going to do if Great
Britain leaves us and joins the Common Market? To whom
must we go? If we turnto the left or to the right, Britain is
all our hope after Almighty God. Great Britain raises the
price of our quota of sugar when the year comes {n order
to help us and if they pull away from us without giving us
some guarantee, what would we do? We must stress to the
Mother Country toc remember us at all times because we
have been faithful to her at all times. Even in war we are
willing to send up our quota of men to fight for her in any
part of the world. We have contributed everything to help
her even our lives to keep the British Empire in existence
and if Great Britain leaves us alone now to whom must we
go?

Mr. Speaker, we must join ourselves together and plead
and ask the British Government to remember us before she
sets out to jointhe Common Market, because we may not be

——

able to prevent her from joining the CommonMarket. ] say
to all men that thisis animportant question and 1, ‘Homie’
Corbin, am drawing to the attention of this Island of Bar-
bados and throughout the West Indies that before Great
Britain joins the Common Market to let us make our peti-
tion to Almighty God who would speak for us because with-
out that help, we do not know what would be our future and
the only possible means of our existence is to depend on the
commodities that we have started here, Without her help,
we will have nowhere to export our produce. We cannot
survive by what we grow here alone. We must therefore
ask the British Government to remember us, especially
Barbados. As 1 have said, for 300 years we were sending
up our produce to England and the hest that we could offer,
even our human lives have been sacrificedinall parts of the
world in trying to protect the Rritish Empire.

4,00 p.m.

Therefore, I think it would be very hard, it would be a
very wicked deed, {{ Great Britain were to leave us without
its protection. The big Governments today are joining them-
selves together and if the big Governments are doing that i
think that we, who are the smallunits, should do the same.
There were six and they have been reduced to five, but we
will bind ourselves together, 1 am saying that we in Bar-
bados today are very much concerned over Great Britain's
joining the European Common Market. I hope, Sir, that we
will join ourselves together,...,,

Mr. SPEAKER; Will the hon. member just bear in mind
that this Resolution is asking the Government to set up a
National Committeg to study the effect of Britain's entry
into the European Economic Community upon the economy
of Barbados?

Mr. CORBIN: 1 thank yeu, Sir, I trust that when this
Government get together to set up such a Committee, they
will select some of the very best brains we have in this
community. We will he able to send a commission to ask
Great Britain to remember us when it is well with them,
1 trust that they will not leave us out. I do not believe that
Great Britain will leave us out having regard to the help
which we have been to her, | hope that the Committee will
forward a very pleasant repert for the help of Barbados,

Mr. SPEAKER; If no other hon, member seeksto ¢on-
tribute to this debate, now is the opportunity for the hon,
senior member for St. Peter to make hisclosing remarks,

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. §peaker, 1donot think it is neces-
sary for me to reply because of the manner in which hen,
members spoke on this Resolution (A5IDE)The hon. a¢nior
member for the City is 80 anxioustobuy a piece of land in
Country Road......

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, de notletusgofrom this subject
to Country Road.

Mr. WALCOTT: | would ke to thankthose hon. mem=~
bers who have supported the Resolution, and what is mere
important is that we hope that the Government — it {2 trua
that no member of the Governmenthas spoken on the Reso=
lution but we hepe that commonsense will prevail and they
have not yet substituted anything for commonsense in this
world. ] hope that commensense will prevailinthis maiter,

The question that this Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affimative without division,

Mr. SPEAKER; The next Order of theDay also stands
in the name of the hon, senior member for St, Peter,

Mr. MOTTLEY: ] am asking if the hon. member would
give way for me tg deal with Order No. 1.1 was unable tp
be present to deal with this Order onthe resumption of the
sitting.

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, the hon. senior member for S.
Peter did not rise when the Orderwas called. The han, sg~
nior member for the C4ty isaskingleave that Order No, }
be taken as the next Qrder of the Day. If there is no objec-
tion, the hon. memberwill be granted leave, (After a pauas)
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Apparently there is no objection and the hon, member is
accordingly granted leave to deal with Order No. l.

CHURCH VILLAGE GIRLS’ SCHOOL VESTING
AND DISPOSAL BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in
the name of the hon. senior member for the City of Bridge-
town:- To move the second reading of a Bill tv authorise
the Lord Bishop of Barbados and the Rector of St. Michael
to sell the Church Village Girls’ School.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, thisisanon-controver-
sial Bill. It seeks to give the Lord Bishop of Barbados and
the Rector of St. Michael authority to sell the Church Vil-
lage Girls' School. This propertyiscomprisedofa bullding
with an area of 7,030 square feetof land. The building was
used as an elementary school someyearsagoand the Gov-
ernment condemned it as being unfit for useas an elemen-
tary school. This building is now being used by the
Bridgetown City Council anditis being rented. The Bridge-
town City Council hasagreed, subjecttothe approval of this
Legislature, to buy this property, for the sum of £5,500
for the purpose of providing space for the Scavenging De-
partment of which space this Department is in very dire
need. This property is in the heart of Bridgetown and it is
not being used other than by the Scavenging Department of
the Bridgetown City Council. I might say that the money
for the purchase of this property hasalready been borrow-
ed, With those remarks, Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that
this Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. GODDARD: | beg to second that.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that this Bill be now
read a second time. Hon. members in favour of that
will please say *'Aye’’, those againstwill please say**No'".
1 think the ‘““Noes’’ have it,

A division was taken as follows:—

4YES: Mr, BATSON, Hon'bles W, A, CRAWFORD,
G, G, FERGUSSON, A, DaG, EDWARDS, Messrs, CORBIN,
WEEKES, LOWE, YEARWOOD, BOXILL, COWARD,

SMITH, MILLER, SEALEY, LYNCH, GODDARD and
MOTTLEY ~ 16,

NQES: Nil.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question has been decided in the
affirmative sixteenhon. members voting‘’Aye’’ on the count
and no hon. member voting ‘'No' . I now declare that the
‘“Ayes’’ have it,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker,asiscustomary,l beg to
move that this Bill be now referredtoa Select Committee,

Mr. SPEAKER: It is unnecessary forthe hon. member
to make this motion since the Bill being referred to a
Select Committee follows automatcally. Subject to the
approval of the House I will ask the following members to
serve on that Committee;-

The hon. senior member for the City of Bridgetown
(Mr. Mottley); the hon. junior member for Christ Church
(Mr, Goddard); the Hon. Minister of Communications,
Works and Housing, (Hon. G, G, Fergusson); the hon. junior
member for St. Thomas (Mr. Boxill); and the hon. junior
member for St. George (Mr. Miller).

4.10 p,m.

Hon. W, A, CRAW FORD; Mr. Speaker, YourHonour will
recall that earlier today 1 asked leave to defer the paying
by the Government of a tribute tothe late lamented Leader
of Her Majesty’s Loyal Oppositionin Parliament, Mr. Hugh
Gaitskell.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 just want to enquire if all Private

. Members’ Business is concluded for the day, orif any pri~
vate member desires to continue his business until 4.30
o'clock. Apparently no private members desire to continue,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: 1 am therefore asking for
leave, Mr. Speaker, to make that the next QOrder of the
Day.

Mr. SPEAKER: If there is no objection, leave will be
granted. Hearing no objection, leave is granted, Let the hon.
member proceed.

RESOLUTION OF SYMPATHY ret DEATH OF
Mr. HUGH GAITSKELL

Hon. E. W, BARROW: Mr. Speaker, on Friday evening
last, the socialistworldandindeed may| say the rest of the
civilised world if such exists outside of the ranks of social-
ism, was shocked by the announcement of the impending
death of the Leader of Her Majesty’s Opposition in the House
of Commons in the Mother of Parliaments, Mr. Hugh
Gaitskell.

1t is usual, | believe, Sir, whenfigures renowned in the
field of international politics or great statesmeninforeign
countries passaway for this House toexpress its sympathy
to the relatives of the deceased,l willnot in any way try to
blemish this occasion by saying that tributes which have
been paid on the floor of this House have not always met
with universal acclaim or my personal approbation. To
mention the name of Joseph Stalin would be invidious at
this stage, but 1 certainly would go on record as deploring
the fact that names like Stalin’s should be treated with the
same kind of respect as a true socialist like Mr. Hugh
Gaitskell. Anyhow, the other Government elected to pay
tribute to Mr. Stalin, perhaps because Mr. Stalin’s hidden
virtues appealed to the way of life of the members of the
past Government, but unfortunately they cannot and do not
coincide with my own.

When we come to the late Leader of Her Majesty's
Opposition however, Mr. Hugh Gaitskell, I am very proud
to say that ] have always regarded Mr, Hugh Gaitskell as a
personal example of what a democratic socialist ought to
be. 1 remember, Sir, if I may reflect back on a recent de-
bate which took place a few minutes ago on the European
Common Market, that long before 1 went up to the United
Kingdom and when the prospects of my appearance at the
Commonwealth Prime Ministers’ Conference as a repre-
sentative of Barbados in the first instance and the Eastern
Caribbean in the last analysis appeared to be somewhat
dim, because the attitude of Her Majesty’s Government had
been at that time that only independent countries were en~
titled to grace a conference of that nature, Mr, Gaitskell
corresponded with me and told me that it was vital that if
1 was coming up to England in any case, he would be very
pleased to make his personal quarters at the House of
Commons available, and he was looking forward to having
some discussions on matters of mutual interest to the so-
cialist movement both in the Caribbean and in the United
Kingdom especially England, on the European Common
Market.

When I arrivedin England, Mr. Morgan Philips and Mr.
George Brown were both absent and it was Mr, Gaitskell
who welcomed me personally to the House of Commons and
placed his staff, his chambers, his experience and his ad-
vice at my disposal. Mr. Gaitskell had gone to the trouble,
Sir, of preparing a short memorandum for discussion on
the background of the European negotiations, and for the
next week, 1 think I spent at least eight hours per day in
Mr. Gaitskell’s presence. That had nothing to do with the
functions to which he invited me from evening to evening,
some of which 1 was able toattendand others of which un~
fortunately I had, through pressure of other work, to declne
acceptance. It was Mr. Gaitskell who brought such diverse
interests as the Prime Minister of Singapore and myself,
the Prime Minister of Uganda, theHon. Walter Nash, for-
mer Prime Minister of New Zealand, the Leader of the Op-
position in the Australian Parliament and Mr, Diefenbaker
the Leader of the Democratic Party of the Dominion of
Canada together, so that at the end of 48 hours and for the
rest of the timewe were in England, you would have thought
we were a Commonwealth cricket team because we went
everywhere together under Mr. Gaitskell's able captaincy.

— e —
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Not only did we meet for at leasttwo or three hours every
day to have discussions on matters of mutual interest as
1 said before, but we took the opportunity to explore all
the avenues of Commonwealth co-operation which the
United Kingdom Government was appearing to close in the
faces of the people of the Commonwealth,

1 am very glad therefore that the opportunity was
afforded me before Mr. Gaitskell was called to his Maker
to get to know him betterandtobe able to speak with some
semblance of authority on the loss which his passing has
created to the peoples of under-developed countries.
4,20 p.m.

We must never forget, Sir, that it was at the time of
the Government of which Mr. Gaitskell was a member
that the move towards Westlndian Federation andthe move
towards the liquidation of the British Empire were definite-
ly made. It is true now thatHer Majesty’s Government finds
it convenient no longer to burden herself with the head-
aches of colonial administration but that is an entirely
negative approach to the problem of international freedom
in contradistinction to the very positive action which Mr.
Gaitskell and his colleagues did, and he was in the fore-
front of the struggle even before he got into parliament
between 1945 and 1951,

Mr. Speaker, it is very difficult at moments like this
to do justice to the unusual work on behalf of humanity
which people of Mr. Gaitskell's calibre have performed
from time to time. I can only say that the socialist move-
ment is a lot poorer by his passing.

Mr. Speaker, I forgot to mention that Mr. Gaitskell
also took the opportunity in September last to summon a
meeting of the leaders of the socialist parties from all
over Europe and the Commonwealthaswell —New Zealand,
Canada, Australia, India, Ceylon, Tanganyika, Pakistan,
Singapore, Nigeria, Ghana, British Guiana. ] do not think
the Federation of Trinidad and Tobago and the independent
State of Jamaica were summoned but he certainly managed
to rally together all the leaders of the socialist parties, all
their representatives to a two-day conference at Transport
House, the headquarters of the British Labour Party, This
was a conference which | attended with the Chief Minister
of St. Kittsandat whichwe were able to represent the points
of views of the people of the Eastern Caribbean in connec-
tion with the problems which concern not only ourselves
but people of like manner in other parts of the world.

Mr. Gaitskell was mainly responsible for convening
this conference and although he was not the Chairman of
the Socialistinternationalbut a Danish member of Parlia-
ment was, yet Mr. Gaitskell'shands guided the negotiations
for the conference and I think perhaps that it would be of
far reaching consequences to the people of this area.

A lot has been said both in the columns of the Press,
even the columns of the Conservative Press and the columns
of the more enlightened Press about Mr. Gaitskell. The
Prime Minister of Great Britain himself andthe President
of the U.S.A, have both got on the air and broadcast their
individual sense of personal lossinthe manner of the death
of Mr. Hugh Gaitskell and | only beg to move in that august
company that this House passesitsexpression of sympathy
to the widow and family of the late Leader of the Opposition
of Great Britain, Mr. Hugh Gaitskell, and that a copy of
the Resolution be sent to Mrs. Gaitskell.

Mr. LYNCH: Mr. Speaker, 1 rise to second the motion
made by the Hon. Premier of the House. The whole world
mourns the loss of a great political leader. Any man who
can weld together and form into a fighting unit the bed-
raggled and disintegrated socialists of Great Britain is a
man whose passing ought to be mourned. It is 2 measure
of the greatness of Mr. Hugh Gaitskell, that those whose
names are mentioned as being his possible successors —
Mr. Winston Brown, Mr.GordonWalker, Mr. Wilson — that
all of them in the eyes of the people of Great Britain do
not add up to much.

Mr. Gaitskell was a leader who did not resort to what
some of his socialist predecessors did of clever chairman-

ship but rather believed in strong leadership which made
him at some times unpopular with the rank and file of his
party. He has left a void behindwhich in the socialist ranks
cannot be filled and it is remarkable that his loss has heen
regarded as a double loss in that not only is the British
Labour Party robbed of a leader buthe was the only one who
had the potential prime ministerial timber.

Mr. Gaitskell was anintellectual and a strong manwho
made mistakes and was not afraid to confess that he made
mistakes. English politics is the poorer by his passing. It
is perhaps a most significant measure of Mr. Gaitskell’s
greatness that his passing has left the whole future of
British politics in the field of speculation.

Sir, it gives me very great pleasure to seeond this
motion which seeks to have sent to his widow expressions
of condolence from this Honourable House.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, I do wish to say on behalf
of my party that we feel it a duty to join in expression of
sympathy inthe passing memory of the great Mr, Hugh Gait-
skell. 1 had two opportunities to meet him personally, one
wasata cocktail party given by the Secretary of State for the
Colonies and the second occasion was when as a member
of the Fabian Society, a great deal of correspondence was
passed between this great leader and the party to which |
belong. I very well remember his signature,

This country is worried over the loss of Mr. Gaitskell
because we were quite sure that through his leadership the
British Labour Party wouldwineventually the next elections
in Great Britain, It was very nice and refreshing to listen
to the expressions of sympathy of our hon, friends of the
Official ranks of the Opposition of sucha great man as Mr.
Hugh Gaitskell.

Mr. Speaker, itwould take quite a long time to speak on
the many things which strike one forcibly as one looks at
the official Englishman and in his retired mannerand gen-
eral attitude towards life. As the last hon. member who
spoke has said, Mr. Gaitskell had some difficult moments
in his dealings with some of the members of his party.
4.30 p.m.

1 think he will restinliving memory and we shall con-
tinue — in factwe will never getaccustomed to the shock of
death, We know thart it was realised a few weeks ago that
Mr. Gaitskell had fallen a victim to a strange virus and
that the end was imminent, 1 suppose that has gone on all
through the centuries, We, on this side, joinwith this Par-
liament in the desire that a cable or Jetter be sent to his
widow conveying an expression of our sympathy and con~
dolence from this Parljament of Barbados.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 associate myself with the sentiments
which have been expressedand thetributes which have been
paid to the late Leader of Her Majesty’s Qpposition in the
Mother of Parliaments, and]l propose to take the action which
has been recommended in the motion made by the hon. and
Learned Premier and seconded by the hon, junior member
for the City of Bridgetown. I now request that hon, members
stand in their places for 2 minute as an indication of their
unanimous sSympathy with and support of the motion.

Hon. members stopd in their places as requested by
His Honour the Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion has been pagsed andaction
will be taken in accordance with it.

LEAVE TO DEAL WITH RESOLUTION

Hon. W. A, CRAWFQRD: Mr. Speaker, Your Honour
will recall that earlier today amongst the Notices which ]
gave was one of a Resolutjon entitled ‘' The Civil Establish-
ment (General) (Amendment) Order, 1963’ whichisincon-
nection with the establishment of the posts of ten officersin
the Caribbean Meteorological Service. Copies of the Reso-
lution were circulated during the day because it is highly
important that these posts be established before the end of
the current month; and in doing so it would be necessary
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for both this Branch of the Legislature and the Other Place
to pass this Resolution. Hon. members have had a chance
to look at their copies of this Resolution, 1 am sure, and
therefore 1 am asking for leave to dealwith this Resolution
as the next Order of the Day.

Mr. SPEAKER: Inaccordance with the intimation which
the Hon. Leader of the House gave earliertoday, he is now
asking that this Resolution be takenasthe next Order of the
Day. If there is no objection, leave will be granted, (A4 fter
a Pause), 1 hear noobjection, andtherefore the hon. mem=~
ber is accordingly granted leave to make the motion,

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, | beg to move
that this Resolution be taken as the next Qrder of the Day.

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE CVIL ES-
TABLISHMENT (GENERAL) (AMENDMENT)
ORDER

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in
the name of the Hon. Premier;- To move the passing of
the following Resolution: - Resolutionthat the Qrder entitled
““The Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment) OQrder,
1963'' made by the Governor-in-Executive Committee on
the 22nd day of January, 1963, under the provisions of Sec-
tion 3 of the Civil Establishment Act, 1949, be approved.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the Resolution
which hon. members have before them seeks approval of
the Order entitled *'The Civil Establishment (General)
(Amendment) Order, 1963’° made by the Governor-in-
Executive Committee on the 22nd day of January 1963, un-
der the provisions of Section 3 of the Civil Establishment
Act, 1949. The Resolution is for the establishment of the
posts of Meteorological Assistants. Mr. Speaker, I was
looking at the Resolution in order to see whether the Civil
Establishment Order itself in the Schedule is correctly
worded. However, the intention is to establish the posts
of six Meteorological Assistantsand inthe Addendum to the
Resolution you will see thatatthe Regional Conference held
in Jamaica in October, 1962, it was agreed that a Carib-
bean Meteorological Service should be set up to take the
place of the Federal Meteorological Service which expired
on the 31st December, 1962, or wasaboutto expire on that
date, and which, in fact, did soexpire.The position is that
in 1962 there was inthe Caribbean area three main Meteoro-
logical Services — one in Trinidad, one in Jamaica and
there was one in the Bahamas.] am very glad to say that it
augurs well for the future of regional co-operation in that
whereas the last Federation was comprised of ten terri-
tories, the Caribbean Meteorological Service which was
established in Jamaica in October, 1962, not only embraced
all the territories which formerly comprised the West
Indian Federation but it also embraces now three other
territories which were outside the orbit of the West Indian
Federation and those territories are British Guiana, the
Bahamas and Britdsh Honduras,

There are therefore thirteen participating countries
in the new Caribbean Meteorological Service; we made our
position quite clear not only in Jamaica inQctober but also
in Port-of-Spain at the Regional Service Conference which
was held in July 1962, that Barbados intended setting up its
own main Meteorological Station and that we would be pre~
pared to provide a service with the othereight territories.
The position is that despite the passing of the Federal
Meteorological Service, we have to pay probably about
$10,000 a year to the Government of Trinidad until we es-
tablish our own Meteorological Service,

4.40 p.m.

The other seven territories in the Eastern Caribbean
also pay tribute to Trinidad for meteorological services,
and British Guiana also pays a contribution towards the
Government of Trinidad for running the meteorological

services down there. That is still going on despite the fact

that the Federal Meteorological Services went out of exis-
tence on 31st December last. The Government of jamaica
Services, the neighbouring territory of British Honduras
andthe Government of the Bahamas having a main Meteoro-

logical Station still work in very close co-operation with
the Meteorological Services in Miami, Florida, andthatis

the link-up from North America to South America. It is

considered that this region is vital to the efficient running
of the World Meteorological Services. We intend to par-
ticipate in the World Meteorological Organisation, and for
this purpose we have decided to establish a central office

in Trinidad with a very limited staff, butan essential Sec-

retariat and panel of meteorological experts to organise
training, transfers, recruitment and so on for the whole

area, This is as far as we were prepared to go with the

recommendations made by the Meteorological Office in Lon-
don, who wanted us to set upanelaborate centralised unit-
ary organisation which would cost somethinginthe vicinity
of $1/2 million a year. As a result of the conference which
we had in London, the thirteen territories got together
and unanimously, the United Kingdom consenting, agreed,
to set up our own meteorological services in each terri-

tory so that no one could inhibit the right of any individual
territory to say what type of equipment or services they
should have, that we should take the méteorological offices

on to our civil establishment, but that we would provide

for the central meteorological office to carry outthe func~

tions which 1 have already outlined.

Mr. Speaker, the cost of that exercise is less than
$50,000 for the central office as against $1/2 million, but
in fairness, 1 am going to say thatthe cost to the individual
territories would have had to be added onto the cost of the
central meteorological office to get some concept of what
they had in mind. There was a great degree of dissatisfac-
tion to the standard of services supplied to the territories
under the Federal Meteorological Service, and I would not
be keeping faith with the members of this House unless
disclosed that. To give you anillustration, itis universally
— 1 really mean universally in so far as mankind on the
face of the earth is concerned, I do not mean amongst the
members of the Barbados Government and our friends —
recognised all over the world that Barbadosisin a unique,
geographical position, and therefore in a position where we
can very often make forecasts on impending weather con-
ditions- more accurately than people in the Westerlies. |
do not want to go into the technical reasons, but it is ob-
vious to anyone living in this country. What we have dis~

‘covered in the past is that we send information to Piarco

in Trinidad which is the central organisationaswe can see

conditions developing here in Barbados, while they haveto

go and look at a book to find out what the weather in Bar-

bados was, and according to protocol, we wouldhave to ask
them in Trinidad to tell us what the weather in Barbados
was going to be when we could see it coming five or six
hours before they knew anything about it. That is not an
over-simplification, but it is a very precise and perhaps
rather concise statement of the problem. Eventually at the

conference, the delegates not only agreed that Barbados
wag the fit and proper place to run its own main meteoro-
logical services, but also to be the proper locale of a
tropical meteorological institute.

ASs you know, Sir, the McGill University of Montreal,
Canada, and the University of Florida are both doing very
advance research in tropical meteorology in this Island
already. They have promised me the fullest co-operation
in the establishment of an institute, but we are in a posi-
tion now to go ahead with the establishment of our main
meteorological station from which we can provide fore-
casts for shipping and for air traffic without having
recourse to the services in any other territory, daresay,
Sir, that we will be able to provide much more accurate
forecasts for these different services, both marine and
aviation, than are at present obtainable from any of the
main meteorological stations in the area,

The establishment of a main meteorological station
entails employment of trained meteorological forecasters
and technical officers, and these people are usually of Uni-
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versity standard, and graduates in physics, chemistry and
mathematics: We are very fortunate that in Barbados four
of the senior officers in the meteorological services of
the Federal Government were Barbadians. We have at
present six meteorological assistants we are asking for
in this Resolution, but the four senior meteorologists were
stationed in the Bahamas and in Trinidad, and since the
Federal Service has come to an end in December, 1962, 1
understand that the withdrawal of the Barbadian Officers
has causedthat station to close down and to cease to func-
tion, and they now have a problem of recruiting people to
man their meteorological station in the Bahamas. This is
because the station was manned by Barbadians. There is
one meteorological assistant on loan from Barbados tothe
Government of Antigua, and in Barbados we have five me-~
teorological assistants who have not been inreceipt of any
salary since the closing down of the Federal Service,

The point however, Sir, is that as long as we want to
get information for air traffic chiefly, we must provide
Trinidad with information for Trinidad to process that in-
formation with all the other data which they get from other
sources to feed it back to air traffic coming into our Air-
port in this Island. It may seem a rather involved pro-
cedure, but the reason why we do not do any processing
here in Barbados is because the Federal Government never
placed any forecasting officers in thislsland. Forecasting
is a highly specialised exercise and callsfor highly quali-
fied personnel. Fortunately 1 think we should be able to
recruit Barbadians because we do have them fully trained
and we have them with the necessary amount of experience
not in this territory, but certainly, 1 believe, they will be-
come available. The present situation isthatwe have these
five meteorological assistants working in the Island at the
present moment and they are not attached to anybody, and
that is why we have asked the House of Assembly to let
us deal with this Resolution in all its stages today. Better
could not be done in getting this before the House earlier
than today’s sitting.

There is one other officer in Antigua, Mr. Speaker,
and ] suppose that the Government of Antigua will now
make some provision for repaying the Government of Bar-
bados the cost of keeping that officerin Antigua, but we do
have these five Meteorological assistants now working at
Seawell Airport, and it is highly desirable that their ser-
vices should not be discontinued because we are under a
contractural, legal and international obligation to provide
information from Seawell Airport which isaninternational
airport as you know, Sir.

4,50 p.m.

If we do not have these officers here, then there is a
gap in the whole line of the Eastern Caribbean and the in-
formation would be deficient and it can possibly involve
risk and hazard to aircraft coming into our own airport.

1, therefore, beg to move that this Resolution do now
pass.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: 1 beg to second that.

The question that the Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

FIREARMS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1963

Hon. W, A, CRAWFOQRD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that Qrder No. 3, be the next Qrder of the Day.

Hon. A, DaC. EDWARDS: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,
Mr. SPEAKER: The nextQrder of the Day stands in the

name of the Hon. and Learned Premier, second reading of
a Bill to amend the Firearms Act, 1896.

Hon. E. W, BARRQW: Mr. Speaker, youwill remember
that in June last year at the time of the budget proposals,

e . "

I mentioned that it was the intention of the Government to
increase the licensing fee for firearmsandalsoto increase
the penalty for unlawful possession of firearms. ] also
stated then that it was the intention of the Government to
introduce this legislation before 16th January, 1963, Weare
now a few days late, it is true, but it is due to the exigen~
cies of the Christmas season and the vacation which we
had and which I hope all hon. members have enjoyed, that
we were unable to present this Billintime for the beginning
of the new licensing period, which startsthe 15th January,
1963. However provision is madeinthis Bill for the collec~
tion of the additional fee between the 16th January and the
date when this Bill comes into being.

Sir, 1 do not think it is necessary for me to go into
the different provisions but 1 would just like to say that we
have made provision that the penalty for unlaw{ul possession
of a firearm be increased from one pound to $500. In the
same way at the last sitting of the House when we tried to
amend the Perjury Act to impose severe penalties for the
abominable crime of perjury and there were wails from
members on the other side of the House, ] expect to hear
similar lamentations today but 1 always say that those who
obey the law have no reason tofear.lf we appear to be in-
creasing the fines by a considerable amount it is because
the Government considers the unlawful possession of fire-
arms may lead to the possible loss of lives if they are in
irresponsible hands,

I have in mind that some period of amnesty should be
given as was done in the United Kingdom Some sixteen
years ago when a similar enactment was hrought into
force. It was a period of eight weeks to three months
where people who had firearms in their possession and
did not possess licenses were invited to surrender them to
the police without any fear of prosecution and by leaving
that amnesty an argenal of weapons was presented to the
police. Whether people here would take the risk of being
discovered and refuse to bring up these firearms and give
them to the police or whether they would throw them away
in a suck well is a matter of conjecture. There is no pro~
vision in this Bill for suchanamnesty but certainly 1 would
be prepared to recommend to members of the Cabinet and
the Commissioner of Police that some amnesty should be
granted so that people who have firearms in their
possession without paying licences for them would have the
opportunity to hand them up to the police since you are now
liable to such a large fine to have such a weapon ir your
possession unlawfully,

The penalty for the unlawful sale or letting or hire of a
gun or for the failure to register the sale or transfer of a
gun has been increased from £5 to $500.

1 cannot tell magistrates how todo their job but, per-
sonally, if I were a magistrate, after this Bill comes into
effect 1 would take the maximum penalty as the minimum
penalty. 1 do not have any sympathy for people who break
the law and very often the possession of a firearm is not
only to the peril of the possessor but a peril to the com-
munity. We have had some unfortunate shooting incidents
and after dealing with this Bill for firearms because of
other incidents that have taken place 1 think that we would
have to deal with persons with the possession of such
weapons as switch blade knives and so on.

1 may say that if weareto lose votes by this, we would
gladly lose them. These votes are well lost votes. M our
political support is going to depend on encouraging law-
lessness in this community then this party prefer not to
have those votes, Those other parties who raise howls and
wails can have them and ] would be satisfied with the votes
of the decent people in this community.

Then, Mr. Speaker, for refusing to declare your name
and place of residence to a Justice of Peace, Qfficer of
Inland Revenue, etc., or failing to produce on demand a
licence granted under the Act, the fine has been increased
from £2 to $200.

5.00 p.m.

As to a person who has an unlicensed gun on his pre-
mises on the execution of a search warrant, the fine is
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increased from £5 to $500.00, There is also a penalty for

being drunk while in possession of a loaded firearm and

that penalty is not so severe because a person may, go out
to celebrate his son's or daughter’smarriage or something
like that, he may just indulge himself a little too much and

he may be deemed to have committed an offence. The fine
in that case is only raised from £1 to $250, but for selling

a firearm to a person under a similar condition, which is

a much more serious offence, the fine is increased from
£25 to $500.00. There is also an offence for failing to

register the ownership of a gun and that fine is increased

from £10 to $250; as to the failure to renew a gun licence
within fourteen days or failure to notify the Commissioner

of Police as to the disposal of a gun, the fine is also
increased from £1 to $500.

When we come to Section 12, it is proposed that the
maximum penalty for the unlawful importation of rifles or
revolvers of .450 calibre or .455 calibre or for the unlaw-
ful exportation of firearms should be increased from £10
to $500. As regards Section 13, it is proposed that the
general penalty for contravening any provisions of the Act
for which no special penalty is provided should be increased
from a maximum of £15 to a maximum of $500.

Mr. Speaker, I would only like to remind hon. mem-
bers thatthe FirearmsActis dated 1896 which is some six~
ty-seven years ago and it is rather ridiculous that, in this
age, there is an increase in the use of firearms after two
World Wars and an increase in delinquency and irrespon-
sibility through no fault perhaps of the people themselves
who are victims of circumstances, and we have to safe-
guard the members of the community. I do not understand
why people want to walk about with guns anyhow. People
who have licensed guns may be suffering from psychologi-
caf insecurity itself or they are basically enemies of
society who want to goaround looking for somebody to des-
troy. In Barbados if we can remove the threat of persons
being held up with firearms or with offensive weapons,
1 do not think that there is any defence for people to walk
around with guns or weapons of that kind. It is a question
of arresting mental development. People who apply for rum
licences are being refused because apparently guns knock
around and that leads to gun traffic, That is just some-
thing personal and it does not reflect onthe other members
of the Cabinet. With those remarks, Mr. Speaker, ] beg
to move that this Bill be now read a second time,

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, 1 should like to say that
there are far too many occasions on which guns are being

used in the course of disputes, and the same thing applies
even to knives, However, there is something whichl would
like to ask the Hon. Premier. There are certain associa-
tions which come under the control of the Barbados Rifle
Association and there are also clubs. They have these
rifles there, 1 do not know under whose names they are, but
there is some concern as to whetherthese people would be
permitted to go on using these rifles as they have been
doing in the past, That is whatl would like to know from
the Hon. Premier. I do not think that there is any pro-
vision whereby these clubs can be excluded from the Act.
1 am wondering whether the Commissioner of Police would
allow these clubs to continue asthey have been doing in the
past. 1 may say that this is nothing peculiar to Barbados.
There are Rifle Clubs in all countries and as long as they
are controlled, 1 really do not see any trouble in that.
At the presemt time, certain equipment, including car-
tridges, is allowed to come into theisland free of duty and
1 want to know if this matter would be permitted to come
under the careful supervision of the Commissioner of
Police,

Mr. Speaker, I am in agreement with the other pro-
visions of the Bill. There are far too many people who
are walking about with guns, and ] feel that if people hold
up other people with guns, then they should be given very
long terms of imprisonment. There would then be no need
for people to protect themselves against a possible robbery
with violence, The severity of the provisions or the punish-
ment should be against the person who is determined to

rob other people with violence whether it be with the use
of a gun or any other weapon. I do not think that the law
could be too strong on that point. If you stamp out this
sort of thing I am saying that people would not need to
walk around with guns and I do know that after a few drinks
guns can be brought out at peculiar times. 1 want to know
if the Hon. Premier would say something about the Small
Bore Rifle Club which now enjoys a certain relaxation of
the Act.

Mr. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, what 1 would like to know
is this: What is to happen in relation to the thousands of
people in Barbados who are decent minded people who
already have guns but who did not purchase a licence in
order to get those guns? (L aughter).

5.10 p.m.

What 1 would like to point out here is this: as the law
stands, one must first acquire a licence before one can buy
a gun. | ama factual man. Quitea number of decent-minded
people in the Island who are not crooks and have no inten-
tion of holding up anybody keep guns ontheir persons or in
various places for their protection. Sometimes you hap-
pen to parkyour carina secluded spot; what your intentions
might be no one knows, but upcomesa prowler and sticks a
gun in your face. It might not be a real gun; it might be a
mock pistol, but the man has unnerved you. You might be
waiting for your wife and up comes some man who has the
intention of robbing you, This man snaps outa pistol and at
that time youare not looking to see whether it is a real gun.
Perhaps he may take outa cigarette lighter and he may de-~
mand your pants. Whatl would like to know is what would
happen to that man.

What I am trying to bring out, Mr. Speaker, is that
some of these people who have guns in their possession
should be allowed to make representation to the Commis=
sioner of Police for a licence to keepthem. If in the Com~
missioner’s opinion that person is nota qualified person to
keep a gun, by all means he should surrender the gun, but
if on the other handthat maninthe Commissioner’'s opinion
is qualified to keep a gun, he should be issued with a
licence, 1 have nothing against the penalty. ] do not have a
gun yet, but whenwe come here todo the people's business,
we cannot do it in a selfish manner; we have to think of the
repercussions of these things, Sometimes people dothings
hot-headedly, not that I am accusing anybody of being hot-~
headed, but these things happen. I would like the Premier
when he answers totell me whether he ever thought of this
amendment coming up and what he has to say onit,

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I really did not want to say
anything on this Bill, but when the hon, Premier referred
to members of other Parties supporting criminals, he
looked over here,

Mr. SPEAKER: If he looked over and not across.......

Mr. SMITH: He looked across here. I donot mind that
because he can look wherever he likes, but 1 am appealing
to the Hon. Premier especially when he is talking about
criminals to be more than careful, because] know he was
a lawyer and it was his job to support criminals.

Hon. E, W, BARROW: On a point of order, I am afraid
the hon. member has it wrong. Criminals supported me.
(Laughter),

Mr. SPEAKER: I wasabout toanswer the hon. member,
1 take it decent persons as well,

Mr. SMITH: Now, Sir, as far as ] gather from various
speakers, this increase in the fees for firearms tends to
prevent people from using them so frequently and from
carrying them on their persons, but there are some per-
sons who can use a stone betterthana gun, There are some
people who can kill you with a stone better than with a gun;
so the Premier should try and put a fine on stone users if
this is to prevent people from destroying others. Not long
ago 1 think one of his colleagues successfully got off a girl
from killing a man, Was it with a gun? It was with a knife,
but the man still lost his life, What difference is there in
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taking a life with a knife and taking one with a revolver? |
am not saying one word about the increase of the penalty;
you can make it more as far asl am concerned, but I am
not in agreement with the arguments for puttingit on; they
do not hold water with me because there are some pegple
who cannot use a gun but whocanuse a stone, | think a boy
killed a big man in the park with an iron ball; he did not
have a firearm, but he still took the man’s life; sol feel
that the Premier had better start thinking how te try to
obliterate something of that nature, and if the purpose of
this Bill is toprevent killing, he shouldincrease the penalty
further., He is not going to get anymore as far as that is
concerned, because some people keep firearms ina place
where police can search and never findit. The Hon. Prem-
ier is therefore penalising the oneswhoarealready paying
but not the ones who are not preparedto pay. Those are all
the arguments ] wish to put forward.

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Speaker, before you put the question,
1 have listened to the various speakers on this Bill, and ]
associate myself with the remarks of the Hon. Premier that
any man whois found with an unlicensed gun should be made
to pay the penalty, andthereis no penalty too great for that
man who has an unlicensed guninhis possession. I am only
sorry that the dollars are not the same as the years or
months, because I know the mischief which is occurring in
Barbados with sharp-edged weapons and revolvers. Just a
week ago, a friend of mine was attacked on the street and
two shots fired at him.

Mr. SPEAKER: | trustthis referenceisnotto 8 matter
which is sub judice,

Mr. CORBIN: No, Sir. Any man found with an unli-
censed gun should be made to pay the penalty of $500 or
500 months, or he should be fined and confined, because 1
know the mischief and the danger that can occur, People
refuse to work and go around and break other people’s
homes. They take these risks because they havea firearm,
and they hold up people coming from the Bank or from work
with their money. All this takes place and the law is not
serious enough. 1 hope that something greater than the pen-
alty will exist for such people who carry firearms to do
mischief. Those who have firearms and cannot pay for
them should surrender them to the Commissioner of Police.
1f they do not want to surrender them, they should pay for
them or throw them in a well, though, if they do that, the
well diggers may find them. I heard the hon, member say
that there are thousands more weapons not paid for today
than those that are paidfor, butl think if we had keen eyes,
we would know who had and who didnot have a gun, and we
-have a right to report those who are not of good character
to the police. It is our duty to protect the community on the
whole.
5.20 p.m.

Mr. LYNCH: Mr. Speaker, hon. members on this side
of the House are equally enthusiastic about the maintenance
of law as those on the opposite side. I am wondering, Sir,
whether the provision in this Bill which says that the maxi-
mum penalty of $250 for being drunk when being in the
possession of a firearm does not do violence to common-
sense when it is considered that the maximum penalty for
having an unlicensed firearm is $500.1 am thinking of peo-
ple setting out to weddings of a son and daughter fully
armed though they are weddings other than shot gun wed-
dings. When wine i< in, the wits are out. I consider the
possession of a gun is a menace to the community parti-
cularly when one being drunk has it in his possession,
therefore, I think that a feasible fine should be higher than
$250 when it is considered that the fine for being in the
possession of a firearm when not under alcoholic influence
is twice that amount.

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, this matter is very importantand
it is one of the things which should be rectified long ago.
Speaking for myself, I think there are too many people in
Barbados who are in the possession of firearms and you
should have severe penalties for contravening the law but
what 1 do not like is that in the course of the remarks by
the Hon. Premier in introducing the Bill, he, by implication
reflected that they are members on this side of the Table
who encourage people to walk about with firearms.

——

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Mr. Speaker,] rise on a point of
order. 1 do not think the hon, senior member for St. Peter
was in his place when ] spoke so he should not go by hear-
say. ] said if they elected to support other political parties
they were free to do so.l did not say that other political
parties encouraged people to walk about with firearms.

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, there are hon. members on this
side who are not within the context of members of parties
and even members on this sidewhoarewithin certain par-
ties, 1 do not think that we are living in an age where we
would encourage people to be criminals or that sort of
thing.

1 think this thing should be originally adhered to and 1l
say, as a community grows in size like we are growing, it
is very important to have restrictions on the use of these
implements because people who are in atemper can easily
get in trouble and then you must also bear in mind that
there is a certain amount of ignorance which prevails
among certain elements of the community. Youwill find, and
it is one of those stupid things thattake place, that the first
thing they think that they must possessisa gun or a revol-
ver, They believe that it gives them a certain amount of
dignity and you will find menwho do not have a sort of good
shirt who think nothing of spending $40 or $50 on a revolver.
It gives them a feeling if they go to a dance and somebody
challenges them to a fight that they have a very important
weapon on them which they can use.

I have my own philosophy ahout a gun. Peaple who
normally should have guns do not use them but very often
you find that they are stolen from them. People who should
normally have a gun are afraid to have them about their
place. They feel that if they put them under their pillow
when they go to hed, they canverywell shoot out their own
brains and they do not like keeping them about the place, I
have had a joke of & gentlemanwhohad a gun so he thought
it would make somefunif hetolda person, do not come any
further, The gther person came further andhe fired a shot
in the air. He did not think of the consequences, The other
person who had & gun also started a barrage of fire at his
car and if he did not have a revolver too, he would nearly
lost his life out of showing he had a gun, not realising that
the other person who pursued him also had one, At the
slightest thing we find that they are some people who would
take out a gun and start shooting it of{. You must have stiff
penalties under this Act. Sir, I have not read the Bill very
thoroughly but for people who sell firearms there should
also be very stiff penalties whether it is for selling under
the counter or not.

Sir, 1 consider that this community is growing in in-
tensity and viglence and if these different pieces of fire-
arms are in some people’s hands, those people become
very violent easily, As | have said, 1 agree that the penal-
ties should be very stiff.

The Hon, Premier has said that he would like an am~
nesty to give an opportunity for people to bring in their
weapons to the police. ] think that jnstead of doing that he
should have asked the reverend gentleman who was carry-
ing on some religlous services in Queen’s Park last week
to have done this thing for him becausel understand that at
those services he made them go totheir pockets and throw
away the tobacco and cigarettes which they had, so if you
had asked him, he would have told them to go to their poc-
kets and pull qut their revelvers and they would have pulled
them out right there, May be, the Hon. Premier can have an
amnesty for them to deliver up the weapons, It would be a
nice revelatign but ] do not think that it would have any
meaning with people who have unlicensed revolvers, As 8
matter of fact, } believe there are more people with unli-
censed revolvers than those who are in lawful possession
of firearms. They have the privilege of not paying the
license and some of them know very well that if they go to
get it licensed that they would get the weapon taken away
from them becausa they would not come underthe category
of people who should have firearms. Asl have said, it would
be a nice thing for the Hon, Premierto tell the people with
unlicensed firearms that he is giving them an opportunjty
to deliver them tg the police and that opportunity will re=
veal whether we are living in a paradise or not.




Mr., Speaker, 1 agree that these fines and penalties for
having firearms unlawfully should be heavy and they should
be at such a stage in which you would actually make it
impossible for people to want to have these things, those
people who do not have any use for them. There are people
whom you must allow to have them and those people in the
normal way do not get into trouble by having them in their
possession. ] have pleasure in supporting this measurebut,
as 1 have said, 1 do not think the amnesty which the Hon.
Premier thinks about would be effective in Barbados as it
was in England.

5.30 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1f there is no other hon. member who
desires to contribute to this debate, theHon. Premier may
reply at this stage if he thinks fit so to do.

Hon. E. W, BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the hon. junior
member for Christ Church has askedcertain questions re-
lating to the position of the members of the Barbados Rifle
Association. Under the Firearms Act of 1896 Chapter 4,
the hon. member will find that there are certain organiza-
tions, if I may describe them inthatway, there are certain
categories of persons who are exempted from the penal-
ties under the Act.In Section 3 Subsection(1) (2) of the Act,
it provides that the penalty shallnot beincurred by the fol-
lowing persons, and those persons are set outas follows:-

**(a) any person in the naval or military service of His
Majesty, orinthe Police Force of thislsland, having, using,
or carrying any guninthe performance of his duty, or when
engaged in target practice;

(b) any person carrying a gun belonging to a person
having in force a licence under this Act, and at the re-
quest of such lHcensed person, and for the use of such
licensed person only, if the person carrying the gun shall,
upon the request of any officer of inland revenue or any
constable, or the owner, or occupier of the land on which
such gun shall be used, or carried, givehis true name and
address, and also the true name andaddress of the licensed
person;

(c) any gunsmith, or his servant, carryinga gun in the
ordinary course of the trade of a gunsmith, or using a gun
by way of testing or regulating its strength or quality in a
place specially set apart for the purpose;

(d) any person carrying a gun in the ordinary course
of his trade or business as a common carrier;

(e) any trader having guns in his store for sale;

(f) any auctioneer having guns at his sales room for
sale;

(g) Any member of the Barbados Rifle Association
having, using or carrying any gun exclusively for target
practice as such member.

Those are the categories of personswho are exempted
from the penalties under the Act; therefore 1 do not think
that the hon. junior member for Christ Church need have
any fear because the Bill which we have just introduced
only makes collective changes in the penalties which
should be imposed by a magistrate on the conviction of an
offender under the Act.

Mr. Speaker, 1 should just like to add this in conclu-
sion. The danger about people having unlicensed guns is
this; the hon. junior member for St. Thomas has demon-
strated a situatjon in which seemingly law-abidingcitizens
may, for their own protection, findthemselvesconstrajned
to arm themselves with guns or pistols or revolvers or
some other weapon of that nature; that may be purely for
self-protection and not for use as an offensive weapon or
instrument of destruction under any other circumstances.
We cannot take judicial notice, of course, that such a class
of persons exists, but 1 believe their name is legion es-
pecially of the element of the younger generation, the ele-
ment of the hon. junior member for St. Thomas who are
known as gay blades. Be that as it may, the danger of even

condoning the possession of firearms by people who con-
sider themselves or who other people may consider to be
normally law-abiding citizens, is that very often these
firearms get stolen by people who are not law-abiding or
responsible, For the simple reason that the so-called
law-abiding citizen had not taken the precaution to get a
licence for his gun, he cannot report the matter to the
police, Responsible citizens owe a duty to the rest of the
community either to try to obtain licences or to deliver
their guns to the Police Authorities.

Although the hon. senfor member for St. Peter seems
to think that this kind of dedicationwould only arise during
the time of a religious crusade or revivalist meeting, I do
think that there is still room in this country for the advice
which I have outlined of having a period during which peo-
ple can apply for licences or surrender the firearms in
their possession without any fear of prosecution by the
Police for so doing. There are too many unlicensed fire-
arms in this island. We have tightened up at the Airport
on the emigrants returning from the United States of
America and it is a little more difficult to tighten up at the
Bridgetown Harbour where ships come in every day and
people are prepared to sell guns and they are not usually
searched when they pass through the Customs because it is
not considered that you should make severe restrictions on
mariners, sailors or people who use the Portin the normal
course of their duty. That is the real danger in the com-
munity. Unlicensed firearms come in every day and there
are more unlicensed firearms knocking around than there
are licensed firearms knocking around.

Mr. Speaker, it is surprising that you will find that
people who are supposed to be the law enforcers — 1 do not
want to call any particular names — are very prone to ac-
quire firearms because they think that they all need pro-
tection. If you want to stopthe law enforcers from breaking
the law you have to stop the law-breakers first. When the
law~breakers find that they have not got to arm themselves
any more then you will get a greater measure of law en-
forcement in the community. As to the number of firearms
there are in the country right now, itis difficult to say be-
cause | do not have the information available on the matter.
However, one can easily find this out from the Estimates
where you have the licences set out and you can divide the
amount received from firearms by the license fee which
was §5 and you will arrive at the number of firearms.

Away back in 1953 the number of licences which we
had issued were 1,237 pistols, 675 shot guns and 282 rifles.

That was in 1953. I do not know what the position is today,
5.40 p.m.

I do not know what the position is today, but I have a
feeling, Sir, that there are far more firearmsin this coun-
try than disclosed by these figuresin 1953.1 think the num-
ber has substantially increased with the return of migrants
from the United States of America and other countries.

The question that this Bill be now read a second

time was put and resolved in the a ffirmative without
division,

On motion of Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD, seconded
by Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON, Mr, SPEAKER left the Chair

and the House went into Committee, Mr, BATSON being
in the Chair,

Clauses 1 to 10 inclusive were called and passed,

Clause 11 was called,

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD:; Mr. Chairman, 1begto move
that Clause 11 stand part.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Mr. Chairman, when the House
was doing the second reading of this Bill, some hon. mem-
ber asked what was the approximate number of licensed
firearms in this country. As you will see from the pro-

visions of the amendments, Clauses 5to 11 make provision
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for the increase of the licence from $5to $10. The position
is, Sir, that last year we received $12,000 in fees in re-
spect of firearms licences, and by simple arithmetical cal-
 culation, I would say that the number of firearms which are
licensed in this country appears to be in the region of
2,500 which includes shot-guns, revolvers, pistols and
rifles.

The question that Clause 11 stand part was put and
and resolved in the affirmative without division,

Clause 12 was called and passed,

On the motion of Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD, seconded
by Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON, Mr, CHAIRMAN reported the
passing of one Bill in Committee, and Mr, SPEAKER re-
sumed the Chair and reported accordingly,

On the seimrate motions of Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD,
seconded in each case by Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON, the
Bill was read o third time and passed.

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move
that Order No. 2 be the next Order of the Day.

Hon. G, G, FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,
THE INCOME TAX (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1963

Mr. SPEAKER: Order No. 2 stands in the name of the
Hon. Premier to move the second reading of a Bill to
amend the Income Tax Act, 1961.

Hon. E, W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the Party of which
1 have the honour to be Chairman has beenaccused of a lot
of things in its time. The latest accusation which has been
levelled against it is the anxiety toimplement the promises
which were made at election in its manifesto. I think that
a wonderful tribute appeared in what otherwise purported
to be a scathing criticism — incidentally thisalso is now a
political indictment — that we are in a hurry to implement
the things which we have promised the people we would do.
That appeared in the columns of the Press I believe today
or yesterday.

This Bill which we now have before us is another ef-
fort on the part of the Government to implement the
promises which they extended to the people of this country
at election time. You will remember, Sir, —and 1 presume
that you have had the opportunity to read our manifesto be-
cause a copy was laid on the Table of the House at the same
time as the programme of policy — that we promised we
would reduce the tax on dividends of investing non-resident
companies and persons from what used to be 7/6 in the
pound or 40% to 2/6 in the pound whichis i2 1/2%.
5.50 p.m.

There is a queue of investors awaiting the passage of
this Bill. We know the several investment houses who are
prepared to invest money in various schemesinthis Island
and we also know individual effort and private enterprise
and 1 know this because they have made contacts with banks
or other institutions who are preparedto loan money to ex-
tend their business provided they have some dispensation
as provided by this Bill.

1t is true that the neighbouring territory of Trinidad
appears to have gone a lot furtherinthis matter of induce-
ment of capital from outside but at the same time we in
Barbados always have to keep an eye on Government’s
revenue and the overall financial position. We arenot in the
happy position of getting 40% of our revenue from oil royalty
or any other kind of royaity, therefore we cannot enter into
competition with territories like the independent territory
of Trinidad. However, at the same time,]1 must say that the

investors themselves sometimes will agree happily to pay
12 1/2% in Barbados although there is completely free
exemption in Trinidad.

Let me give you an analogy. Therearea lot who would
agree to pay 2/6 in the pound here rather than go to Trini-
dad and get their money free of taxation. A person wWhom we
had negotiations with recently saidthat he hadevery reason
to be happy if the financial provision which we are making
in this Bill comes into effect and we are satisfied at the
present moment that it is not necessary to give complete
exemption. If such a time comes, then we will have to re-
consider the whole matter.

That is the first amendment of the Bill which we have
before us but there is another amendment which is of in-
terest to local residents and citizens. I cannot say ‘‘inves-
tors”’ or ‘‘capitalists’’, because this dispensation is going
to apply to every single member of the community, 5o no-
body can accuse us of making provision fora non-resident
capitalist as against local investors or local people who
want to make a deposit.

1 have had talks with the Bank of England both in
England and with Mr, Bennett who came out here and what
we are prepared to do is that persons who deposit money
on the Government Savings Bank would not haveto pay any
tax at all on the interest of the first $5,000 or part thereof,
therefore, Barbadian residents are a lot better off. When
you come to 3 man in the million dollar bracket, the de-
positor would have to pay 12 1/2%, of whatever his personal
income tax may be, ] think we have successfully solved the
problem of giving incent{ves to the local persons who have
managed to save up 8 bit of money and it is also an induce-
ment to monopolise the savings of the people of this com-
munity. They need not have any fear that this Government
wants to get their money toimpose any further restrictions
which we intend to make inthis Bill. What we probably may
do at a later stage is to increase the amount of depasits
which would be exempted from the payment of income tax.
Those are the general purposes of this Bill.

There is only one other provision which 1 should draw
to hon. members' attention. 1 cannot remember the concise
figures — 1 can get them ~ but we have §1 1/4 million or
$1.3 million in unpaidincome tax. We cannot afford to go on
with these huge arrears of uncollected income tax and there
is provision in Clause Swhich statesthat when and as often
as income tax is not paid within the prescribed time, an
additional duty of five per centum on the amount of the un-
paid income tax shall be added thereto and paid accordingly,
and when and as often &8s income tax is not paid within the
prescribed time, interest shall accrue on such unpaid in-
come tax at the rate of 8ix per centum per annum and shall
be calculated at the expiration of every month as from the
prescribed time,

Therefore, when you get a Demand Note or Notice of
Assessment, as it is called, from the Inland Revenue De-
partment, you pay a penalty of 5% if you do not pay your
income tax within the prescribed time. That is the penalty
already imposed here from time to time.lnaddition to that
if you do not pay that interest of 5% in the prescribed time
you have to pay at the rate of 6% per annum but it is cal-
Culated at the rate of 1/2% per month over and above that
penalty of 5% and it works out to 6% per year. Therefore,
at the end of the first year, if you do not pay your income
tax you will find yourself paying 11% on it and this is done
asaninducement for people to pay their tax early. You pay
5% now if youdo not pay it within the prescribed time with-
out complaint but when you come to this extra 1/2% per
month after the prescribed time, the people who owe tax
will have to think {f it would be profitable every month for
them to have this additiona] taxation. 1 should explain that
it 1s not 5% plus 6%, but an Accumulative tax of 1/2% per
month on the unpaid tax and that is an attempt to induce
people to pay their income tax more promptly, This would
not in any way affect the average wage-earner because he
pays his income tax under the P.A,Y.E. system. It will af-
fect those business houses, traders and people of that kind
who find it cheaper to owe income tax than to borrow money.
6.00 p.m.
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You will find that a lot of people will make a very fine
calculation and say that the Bank s lending money at 7% and
if they wait a year they willpaya 5% penalty and therefore
they will use the money and get their Christmas goods and
after Christmas they will pay the 5%.Weare not a banking
institution in thelnland Revenue Department; we have to pay
out salaries and bonuses at the very time when these peo-
ple are withholding money from us.l should like to say that
this is not an imposition on the small man; it is not the
small man whois using the Governmentasa Bank and using
the Inland Revenue Department asa kind of finance corpora-
tion. The people towhom! have referredare the people who
will be affected. 1 do hope that the provisions of this Bill
will commend themselves to all hon. members. 1 beg to
move that this Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, 1 wanted to remain in to
say a word or two on the Firearms Bill, but in connection
with this Bill 1 should like to say that this is strange and
unusual from the ordinary practice. Paragraph 1 of the
‘*Objects and Reasons'’ of this Bill states this;-

“This Bill seeks to amend the Income Tax Act, 1921,
to such an extent as is necessary to give effect to the fol~
lowing proposals. (1) that income tax at the rate of 12 1/2
cents in the dollar should be payable upon such part of the
income of a non-resident person, whether or not an in-
dividual, as is chargeable with income tax."

That could only be treated as a 40%, collection. Para~
graph (2) of the ‘‘Objects and Reasons’’ says this:~

*“That interest payable on borrowed capital employed
in acquiring income upon which income tax is payable will
be allowed as a deduction with respecttothe person paying
the interest provided that the income of the person who re~
cefves the interest is either exempt from income tax or the
said interest is chargeable to income tax as part of his
income.

Mr. Speaker, that does notapply tothe small man; that
is where the bigbusinessmanwill beina position to operate
and if he had $2 million in collateral security, that is not
likely to assist the man who is at the bottom. He would
always be unable to get a loan because he is unable to put
up the necessary collateral and establish a claimas to the
earned income.

Paragraph 3 of the''Objects and Reasons'’ states this:~

‘*That with effect from the 1st January, 1963, if income
tax is not paid within the prescribed time, interest at the
rate of 6% per annum should accrue thereon and should be
calculated at the end of every monthasfrom the prescribed
time, but that such interest should not be paid except the
said income tax and the additional duty of 5% thereon are
paid after the expiration of six months from the pre-
scribed time.”’

There is a surcharge or an additional charge of 5%
and interest at the rate of 6% perannum on the income tax
will make a total of 119, The manwho is forced to pay the
additional duty isnotthe manwhowill toy with an additional
overdraft at Barclays Bank.lf youhaveanaverage of $1 1/4
million dollars, that is a gadget by which you will increase
taxation and this will invariably fall onthe small man. The
big business man will never be in any trouble to pay his
income tax and, what is more, he will never worry about
that; it is the small business man who will be affected by
this. The big man will go scot-free with whatever the
interest rate is, and he will always be in a position to pay
his income tax. I have had to do with this matter; | have had
to do with thousands of namesin this matter in Cabinet. You
have to go far in orderto see where this money is accumu-
lating and where persons have not paid.

Mr. Speaker, this Measure will involve the small
struggling business man; you calculate what 6% would mean
on $1 1 /2 millioninthe Treasury. Topay 11% on any capital
on which youare paying 40%, youwill see that there is a sort

of business which can thrive in this way. If you want to
examine this matter you should examine where this$l 1/4
million has been left unpaid. According to paragraph 3 of
the ‘'Objects and Reasons’’, this Bill proposes that with
effect from the lst January, 1963, if incometaxis not paid
within the prescribed time, interest at the rate of 6% per
annum should accrue thereon, and should be calculated at
the end of every month as from the prescribed time, but
that such interest should not be paid except the said in-
come tax and the additional duty of 5% thereon are paid
after the expiration of six months from the prescribed time.
In the first place youhave a tax of 40%, Then there is a sur-
charge of 5% and, as) say, thiswill invariably be borne by
people who are in the lower bracket. Looking quickly at
paragraph 2 of the ‘‘Objects and Reasons'’ of the Bill, it
provides that interest payable on borrowed capital employed
in acquiring income upon which income tax is payable will
be allowed as a deduction with respecttothe person paying
the interest provided that the income of the person who re-
ceives the interest is either exemptfromincometax or the
said interest is chargeable to income tax as part of his
income’’

That is the type of personwho canborrow money from
the Bank and have collateral to pay off. That is not going
to apply’ to the struggling wretch who lives in a board and
shingled house; he will never be in a position to be able to
collect anything, This Measure is designed to bring money
into the Treasury; we are not quarrelling about it because
we know that you want money. When you have a Treasury
balance of §1 1/4 million of unpaid income tax, you will
see where the money is being owed. This is like flogging
a dead donkey and you can beat it with a quarry drill; that
doesnot meanthatitwill get up and live. The Hon. Premier
will know this,

6.10 p.m.

You have a responsibility to the community, but the
people who really compete for the purchase of guns happen
to be meninthe Police Force whoare expected to carry out
and enforce the law, We know this is unfortunate, but it is
true. The Premier knows that people compete in prices for
a nice-looking firearm, and you would believe that D'Arcy
Scott was at work at the Mart, and probably when he says
there were perhaps 2,500 firearms sold in this Island......

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the hon. member should
revert to the Bill which has just been passed on the Fire-
arms Act.

Mr. MILLER: It revolves on that, because 1 should be
allowed to set it aside as expense just like a dog licence,

Mr. SPEAKER: That may depend on the nature of the
hon. member’s business.

Mr. MILLER: I have not got a firearmand if you gave
me one, I would refuse it and sendit back to you with a paid
Bill; but 1 am unhappy about this. The Premier has been
shying away from the facts. At the last meeting we were
talking about perjury and having a fine of $1,000 and a re-
duction of the seven years, but 1 see that you are giving
directions of a maximum fine in this. Mr. Speaker, 1 am
unhappy that this 6%, is goingto be borne by a section of the
community least able to bear it.] know the struggle that
exists to put some money into the coffers of this Govern-
ment. ] know that several capital programmes have been
denied and neglected because there are no pounds, shillings
and pence, but 1 know that on calm calculation and critical
examination youwiil discover, that thisis boundto make the
poor struggling wretch poorer, anditis obviously clear that
you are going to make rich andwealthy businessmen richer
because they areinthe positionto say for the first time that
this money is paid on overdraft on which they paid 7% and
hence they will get a reduction, while the poor, struggling
wretch with a little shop never has collateral on which to
operate with anoverdraftandisnotentitledto it. To super-
impose this 6% is really adding crime toinjury on the poor
chap who is leastableto pay, and] believe that the Premier
with his knowledge of finance andwhathave you is bound to
see this. You will leave an unpaid balance of $1/4 million.
Do youthinkthat C, F. HarrisonandGoddards will pay this?
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They will always say they are operating on an overdraft. 1
do not want the hon, junior member for Christ Church to
take me up becausel] know he leadsa Christian life and will
say it is true; but the poor fellow who in the first place
cannot get the reduction and has to pay the maximum tax,
and who is unable to pay thetax at 60 cents and 61 cents is
now asked to pay in full, Itisa question of leaving the rich
richer. This is the unfortunate position in which they will
find themselves.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, there are just one or
two questions I want to ask, butl will begin by saying that]
am one of the people who believe that income tax is a fair
tax, because you only pay if youmake,None of us like pay-
ing taxes...... (Mr. MILLER: Thatisnottrue.)only the hon.
junior member for St. George loves to pay tax, ] believe
myself that income tax is a very fair tax, because if you
make no income, you pay no taxes. I would like the Hon.
Premier just to bear with me for a few moments in this
matter. I am going to deal with the amendments and tell
him what is giving me some concern in the financijal as-
pect of this country.

, Mr. Speaker, 1 heartily agree with this concession
which is made to foreign capital. As a matter of fact, en~
couraging investment in this country is a very good thing,
but while ] acceptandbelieve thatthereis no attempt by the
Government to discriminate against localinvestors,l must
draw to attention that this will have a tendency so to do. I
am wondering if theHon. Minister of Finance has taken inta
account the number of local Trust Companies operating in
Barbados as well as insurance companies, and what their
capital outlay locally is as against their capital outlay out-
side this country. 1 know heis quite capable of dealing with
a matter of this magnitude;1 say ‘*‘magnitude’’ for the sim-
ple reason that my mind goes to the Lynch Trust Company
which, I believe, since he hasbeeninto politics he has paid
attention to. This is a company of some importance which
has done a lotofitsinvestment outside, and] am wondering
how such recognised or established companies will feel
about a matter of this sort, and if it will encourage, let us
say, 8 company that is worth £1 million or $1 million but
found no room in Barbados for investment, because they
felt that the investment climate was such that they had to
pay as a limited liability on their profits the usual 409,
What would be the position therefore, withthe Lynch Trust
Company that operates in Barbados with over $1 million as
compared with the Cipriani Trust Company in Trinidad
which would be able to come here andinvest money and get
the concessionof12 1/2% whichisbeing offered, Thisis one
company which I draw as an instance to the Hon, Minister
of Finance. 1 also draw to his attention what ] read in an
economist magazine aboutinsurance companies controlling
the capital of the world.

I wonder, Mr. Speaker, if the Hon.Minister of Finance
has taken the trouble to find out the actual capital invest-
ment of the Barbados Mutual and the Barbados Fire In-
surance Companies, two locally registered companieswho
today on their investments, let us say primarily in real
estate, must pay 40%. Forthatreasonifhe is not in a posi-
tion to say now, I would like him to investigate to find ont
the hundreds of thousands of dollars which are invested
outside of Barbados, and 1 do not know what could be done
to give them encouragement to come back here. As1 said,
these three companies, the Barbados Mutual, the Barbados
Fire and the Lynch Trust Company, and there are others,
have a tremendous lot of money invested outside. As the
hon. member has rightly said not only foreign investors,
but a tremendous lot of Barbadians investors would prefer
to pay 60 cents in the poundthan get it free in Trinidad be-
cause here the climate and the stability — not necessarily
the security because the directors look after the security
whether collateral or otherwise — is greater, andthat has
proven itself in the applications which we had for loans in
London and the application which we had in Barbados.
6.20 p.m.

Be that as it may, 1 should like the Hon. Premier just
to tell us over here if thereisany means of getting around
a matter of this sort and encouraging such businesses. As
1 have mentioned, there are three of them.1f the Barbados

Mutual Life Assurance carried on its business here, it is
quite clear to us that just as the Demerara Life can invest
here and pay 12 1/2%, the same thing is possible with the
Barbados Mutual Life which 1 must say is an Insurance
Company which has been too ultra conservative in its
policy. The gentleman who controls this multi-millionaire
company has a tremendous lot of its capital invested out~
side, What can be done to encourage the Barbados Mutual
Life to bring back the money which its directors have in-
vested outside as against their competitors like the
Demerara Life or the Colonial Life or the other West
Indian Companjes who can come in and investand only pay
12 1/2% on their earnings.

1 do not think that the Hon. Minister of Trade was
listening intently to what ] said on Trust companies. With-
in the last century when the late James A, Lynch was in
business there was an amount of capital which was left
over, Of course, in those days when he was in business,
there was no income taxation so that when Mr. James
Challenor Lynch came into business there was an amount
of money left over and some of the people who now own
plantations have managed to own them as a result of the
loans which that firm made to them. They saw to it that
trust companies were so set up that the bulk of the money
was invested here, Sotto Voce,an hon, member said to me
that the Barbados Mutual Life does not invest any money
here at all. L.ocok how often you get young policy holders
making this criticism to them!

I am throwing this out totheHon. Minister of Finance.
See what incentive can be given to such people. Do that
rather than they say we have discriminated. Besidesthose
three companies, there is quite a number of people whose
husbands and relatives have left a lot of money. 1 would
like to know what can be done there.

On this question of five percent, I do not share the
view of the hon. junior member for St. George. 1 agree with
the views expressed by the Hon. Premier on the matter.
This would not interfere with small people because they
pay income tax under the P.A,Y.E. system. It does not
interfere with that sort of person. To have §1 1/4 million
in a small community outstanding is a tremendous thing.
If the hon, junior member for Christ Church and 1 by the
usual 5% addition do not pay ourincometax, what would be
the position? If we pay and somebody comes and along and
do not pay his, it is very hard. The Hon. Premier worked
it very well, He has thought the matter out well, Instead
of these pegple paying their income tax and then they have
to go and get an overdraft, they hold their money because
they would still pay you at 5% while if they go and get an
overdraft they will have to pay interest of 7 1/2% to the
bank,

What | want to know is this.Where there is some con~
troversy between an individual and/or a firm or company
and the Income Tax Commissioner as to the amount of the
tax or where there §s some legal controversy, what is the
position? Section 6 reads as follows: ‘*“When and as often
as income tax is not paid within the prescribed time, in~
terest shall accrue on such unpaid income tax at the rate
of six per centum per annum and shall be calculated at
the expiration of every month as from the prescribed
timE."

As 1 have aforementioned, where there jis a contro~
versy or legal battle going on between the Income Tax
Commissioner and the individual and/or companies, law-
yers or solicitors, does this 6% start as from the time
of the actua] gettlement or does it startfrom the time that
the tax has been laid? If it started from the time of the
actual settlement, 1 see nothing wrong with this because
this is a means of reducing that $1 1/2 million which you
have outstanding. ] think everybody who pays a tax pays it
with the 5§ addition because they really donot pay it with-
in the prescribed time, but those who sit back and use the
money instead of borrowing at 7 1/2% or 8%, if you work
it out in a business which turns over a lot of money, cer-
tainly it would mean a lot of profit to this businessman.
That is as plain as daylight. Let us say that I owe $2,000
or $5,000 fncome tax as fromthe dayl have to pay 5% on it




but | want some money to spend.Insteadof paying the bank
7 1/2% as the hon. junior member for Christ Church
would do to get an overdraft — my profit is not in cash,
it is in stock — because I have my stockI can go to the
bank and get money but I will have to pay 7 1/2% interest,
1 make you wait for your money and pay you 5%.

The point which 1 believe my colleague and myself
would ke to know is when does this extra 6% start from.
Does it start from the time the controversy is settled or
from the time theincome Tax Commissioner saysit is due?
Let us say that sometime in 1961 your income tax was
due but you felt something was wrong with it and you sent
in an objection but the Income Tax Departmentwas so hard
pressed with your legal representative and yourself that the
tax was not settled for a year or possibly two years. What
every sensible person would want to know is when would
this extra 6%, start?

As far as we on this side are concerned, we must con-
fess that we see nothing wrongwith thisamendment. [ have
no doubt that people in business willhold back paying their
income tax because they can keep the money for over the
prescribed time and only have to pay 5%,

6.30 p.m.

There is no point in saying: ‘‘I am giving this incen~
tive to an American or Canadian Company.’’ Between the
three companies which I have mentioned, there are several
million dollarswhich, in my opinion, should be brought back
into Barbados and invested here. People work for money in
Barbados and they invest it in Barbados, andthey are peo~
ple whom other people scorn. If I had the Government to
run 1 would not allow anybody toinvestany money in South
African bonds. I am wondering if theHon. member can tell
us what could be done in that respect. We agree with the
Section of the Bill which refers to the 6%,

Mr. WALCOTT: There is no stock exchange in Bar-
bados and that is why the Government has been juggling
about with its fiscal policy. In these small communities,
Mr. Speaker, people like to make excuses for other people.
1 have never owed any income tax yet;1 am taxed at nearly
12 1/2% of my income. 1 have to pay my income tax and if
1 have to pay my income tax other people will have to pay
theirs too. There are some people who want to come into
this Assembly and live on the cheapway outside. You have
& man earning, say, a thousand dollars a month and then
you tell me that he owes income tax? Why should he not be
sent to prison just like a man who owes $25? A man who
owes the State money has earned money. Some people want
to live their life as they like privately, but they must pay
their taxation. 1 make no excuse for anybody who does not
pay his income tax; if you cannot pay your income tax then
you should cut down some of your standard of living.

1 heard the Hon, Premier say that you should not have
a champagne taste if you only have a mauby pocket. To
whom does that apply? 1 am blaming the Income Tax De-
partment because if the Officers whom we have administer-
ing the offices are willing to carry outtheir job fearlessly
then we would not have this problem. They will hunt down
a lighterman but they will make an excuse for other peo-
ple. It will amuse youto see the people who owe income tax
and who will not pay. 1 do not understand how you can make
it so easy for people to pay income tax. If it comes to that,
then] will not pay my income tax either. I am not clearinmy
mind as to this matter. This is just like the old interest
rate when we went up 6%. The Hon. Leader of the Opposi-
tion talks about people queuing up to come in here; well,
youdo notwant to reduce anything for anybody who is queu-
ing up. He is all right; he feels that the climate is so good
here that he want to come in. The Barbadian businessman
talked about 40% taxation in business as if it were some-
thing that the world does not know anything about. In the
United States of America you have a higher tax rate than
that. It is not to say that you are running a business.
(ASID ES), Mr. Speaker, will youask these two gentlemen to
go outside?

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot control the physical move-
“ments of those two hon. members.

Mr. WALCOTT: After they have spoken they justcan-
not listen.

Mr. SPEAKER: This is one of the few occasion on
which the hon. senior member for St. Peter is not audible

to me. (L aughter),

Mr. WALCOTT: The eardrums of those hon. members
do not function after they have finished speaking. 1 do not
feel in relation even to people building houses, that a study
is being made of that matter. For a person who builds a
house in order to encourage that sort of thing, I say that
the time has come when you 8hould make income tax de-
ductions to such a person who undertakes to build a house
up to a certain limit; therefore, you will start to give him
some sort of encouragement. The Government will have a
national policy with regard to housing; the Government
would take my taxes and your taxes and build a housing
scheme and put people in these houses at low rental rates
and then they do not pay. In that way you would be taking
my money and building something for a man to live in and
then he does not pay. 1 discipline myself so as to build
something and then the Government does not give me any
rebate? Therefore, you will get more from being crooked
than what you will get from being upright.

6.40 p.m.

It is better for a man to be a worthless, indifferent
man, and therefore he gets more benefits thanthe man who
is prudent and careful. That is wherel say you have to ap-
proach these things in a way that the community is encour-
aged to help foster your own development programme. We
have to think of the prudent. Whenever you think of devel-
opment, you talk of those who are prudentand have discip-
lined themselves to create a savingwhichyoucan use, The
Hon. Premier talked about going tothe Savings Bank. Are
you thinking of the man who has an income big enough to
have a saving that you can utilise, and therefore it is en~
couragement for the prudent and not the one who does not
care anything whether he saves a penny or a cent? He is
not going to be any use to the community. I say that you
can make a study of these things and see whether it is
worthwhile that you should give encouragement to people
who are going in for that sort of thing so that you have a
broad policy of everybody in the community at a certain
income level simultaneously being able to assistyouwith-
out necessarily changing your rate. What you are saying,
however, is that if a person wants to get a concession, he
must do something such as building houses where he cre-
ates employment and money is being spent around in Bar-
bados, and people who come in will be allowed to utilise
some of the capital, because they have to pay back the
money. :

The point which the Hon. L.eader of the Opposition rais-
ed is one which would be considered. 1 feel it would need
a special Act and a special approach to insurance compan~
ies. 1 feel that you should carry out some investigation
with insurance companieswhich take up large sums of mon-
ey from the people within the country itself, but do not be
dogmatic because they have to invest some of the money
outside. As the saying goes, it is not good to put all your
eggs in one basket. The hon. member is a conservative
in philosophy; so he could not say you should not invest in
South Africa. It would be a dangerous thing in & small
community like Barbados to come down rigidly on every~
thing in that type of investment, because there are certain
investments that earn more depending on the stage of your
development, because if you invest all your capital inside
and anything takes place to the inside, you are stuck; so
it is always good if you can spare some for the outside.

Apart from the local companies, Sir, whatwas passing
through my mind is. what sort of confusion you are likely
to have if you have a 12 1/2% rate operating for the com~
panies from the outside and non-resident persons. If you
have a rate of 12 1/2%, why make it non-resident as the
Hon, Leader of the Opposition has asked? We do not fore~
see this now, but suppose you take the examples which the
hon. senior member for Bridgetown has mentioned, whatis
the difference between an investment company which is a
local company receiving this concession for development
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purposes as against those companies? The hon. member
talked about banking your money downstairs, but againl

want to know what is the difference if you are giving an
incentive now if a man banks his money. ] presumel
did not hear clearly, but you said that interest on the first
$5,000 — 1 believe that mustbe the first $1,000 in capital —
is free of income tax to the individual. What ] want to know

is what is the difference between $5,000inthe Government

Savings Bank and $5,000 in Government Bonds. What is the
difference if a man went and bought $5,000 in Government

Bonds? Why should the interest not be treated in the same
way as on money inthe Savings Bank?1 can understand that
the Government has no control over commercial banks,

therefore it has no control over savings putin commercial

banks, but 1 think it would be a great encouragement if

bond issues could be treated ina similar way thar you want
savings in the bank to be treated.

I think, Mr. Speaker, that Mr. Greenidge made mention
that in the United Kingdom there are buses running in
pools. You have people here gambling in a non-productive
manner all the time, and if the gambling spirit {s so prev-
alent, let them gamble in a more positive spirit where you
can use that money. While on that point, I think the time
has come when we should pass an Act in this House taking
up that sweepstake money that is unclaimed. There {s no-
thing wrong in that, 1 do not see why you should not take
up money which has been unclaimed over a certain period
and use it for public purposes, and if somebody comes up
after and you are satisfied, you would have all the saving
clauses in the Bill, You must scrape the bottom of the buc-
ket to get money. I cannot see how you can pay interest on
money in the Saving Bank and not on Savings Bonds, If you
encourage people to buy Government Bonds, you would do
better anyhow because you would get more money to utilise
for development purposes directly, and | think it would be
a very good step.

1 feel in this income tax business, Mr. Speaker, that it
is always a question of opinion.I donot even agree with the
Government's piece-meal method in connection with ar-
rearsinincome tax. What I would like to know is the type of
people who owe $1 1/4 million. Speaking under correction,
1 think that income tax in Barbados is something in the vic-
inity of $10 million and you havearrearsequivalent to 10§
of your total income from the same source, and that 10%
would come within a section of people not like me. Now
you are taking out my money under the P.A,Y.E. system
and anything more 1 owe 1 have to pay. 1l have never had
the privilege of paying 5§ becausel ama man who is afraid
to get this exposure. One yearl was sent two bills and]
went and asked what was meant by it, and asked where
they expected me to get that kind of money from to pay one
time. 1 had to look at the back of one, and the stupid thing
is that they did not send in the prescribed form and they
bad to give me three months to pay it. It is true I did not
pay the year before because | hadnobill, and when 1 asked
the reason, they said they couldnot get through with it. You
do not expect me to go hounding down the Income Tax De-
partment to pay taxes, and for that reason] consider that
the Government should give some consideration to these
other points.

6.50 p.m.

1 understand this Government has been chiding the
Housing Authority for claiming that the other Government
told the people not to pay the rent. Members of the last
Government said that it {sthe members of this Government
who told the people notto pay the rentand now they are in the
Government they are saying that the people who owe rent
are not paying and therefore they have a big backlog of rents
up there,

Hon. E, W, BARROW: I will justlike to check the hon.
member on this. No member of this Government ever ad-
vised anybody not to pay rent to the Housing Authority.
There is a fantastic amount of money owed to the Housing
Authority, over $400,000, which goes back to over two and
three years ago and most of these arrears are over two
or three years old. 1 am asking the hon. member to be very
careful as to how he makes these statements. What we
have told people is that they had some Minister at that time

giving them the impression that the houses belonged to
them and they, the former Ministers, were doing the people
a big favour by allowing them to live in those houses. We
have disabused their mindsthat the houses belongedto those
Ministers. We told the people at election time that we in-
tended instead of their going on in perpetuity paying rent
that if we took over the Government we had & scheme and
we still have that scheme under consideration of vesting the
houses in the people. Therefore, donot let the hon, member
get away with this idea of saying that the members of the
Opposition then who are members of thisGovernment said
that people should not pay rents,

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, 1 was very precise, 1 told people
in the past that they had to pay their rents so that could
never be attributed to me. What did ] say? I said that the
members of this side. That is why a member of this side
asked soito woce ‘*which side do you mean.’’ If a Minister
of the Government were to be so stupid as to go now and
tell people not to pay their rents, he would be more than an
idiot, he would be a convulsed idiot. I said, members of
this side, members of the last Government said to the
members over there then that those members told the
people not pay their rents. You were not Ministers then, }
am only representing what members of the unofficial and
the official Oppositjon said then. 1 am Frank Walcott. Mr.
Speaker, they have now been accused by the Barbados La-
bour Party of encouraging the people not to pay rents.l
only mention that because I am thinking of what it means
if 1 am going tobuilda house or any person is going to build
a house, I pay my income tax and if one man in Barbados
should complain, 1 should complain because § think 1 pay
too much. (A VOICE: You are working.) Yes,1 am working
but for whom? That is why 1 am saying that1 can speak for
a little relief,

What I would like the Hon, Premier to examine is this.
Representation has been made tome, andl am making it on
behalf of the people who made it to me, that thereis a
feeling among those people as regardsthe paying of income
tax that many businesses should pay onanescalator basis,
therefore, they feel that there should be some review of
income tax on business and not all businesses should be
treated as businesses.

What do I mean by a8 man paying income tax on an es-
calator basis? ] would like the Hon. Premierto understand
that there are some people in this community who feel that
Barbados is a place with small invesments and Barbados
has to depend on small scale capital. Do not let anybody
tell you otherwise, If you have to depend on small capital,
you must gear your fiscal pelicy to suit the capital avail-
able to you. That is why 1 say that 1 am not opposed to the
examination of your income tax system where it bears
relationship to the peculiar economic and financial posi-
tion residing in our own community. If you have small
cabinet makers and small businessmen turning the little
capital they have into erecting things, youmust remember
that the concept of company tax beinglaidon is laid on the
basis that you have got it from England and it cannot be
viewed in the light of a small community., That is not ap-
plicable when dealing with the individual.

So far as this Bill is concerned, there is nothing in
the Bill which I disagree with butl feel that there are other
things to which consideration can be given,

The questdon that the Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the a ffimative without
divi sion,

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Mr. SPEAKER: It now being after 7,00 o'clock, this
sitting stands suspended until 7.45 o’clock p.m.
7.00 p.m.

On re-assembling,

Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, 1 should like to
draw to your attention the fact that there is no quorum
present, and 1 ask that the bell be rung.

T e



On the Bell being rung, a quorum was obtained.
INCOME TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: When the sitting of the House was sus:
pended, the Bill further to amend the Income Tax Act,
1961, had just been read a second time.

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go

into Committee on this Bill.
Hon. C. E. TALMA 1 beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, before the question is
put, surely Your Honour will realise thatthere are certain

questions which were asked.......

Mr. SPEAKER: The Bill hasalready been reada second
tme.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Before you put the question, I think
it §s just a matter of courtesy that when we ask questions
relating to a Bill......

Mr. SPEAKER: lIs the hon. member speaking on the
motion that I do now leave the Chair and the House go into
Committee on the Bill?

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 do not agree withwhatis happening.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a matter of whether the hon.
member agrees or not.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: The hon. member is not
speaking on a point of order.

Mr. MOTTLEY: What is it then?
Mr. SPEAKER: Two hon. members are on their feet.

Mr. MOTTLEY: When the sitting of the House was
suspended, the second reading of the Billwas under debate,

Mr. SPEAKER: No, No. The second reading of the
Bill had been passed when the sitting of the House was
suspended, and | carried on a few minutes after 7 o’clock,
a discretion which was allowed.

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 bow to Your Honour’'s ruling.

The question that His Honour do now leave the Chair
and the House go into Committee on the Bill was put and
resolved in the affirmative without division,

Mr, SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House went into
Committee on the Bill, Mr, BATSON in the Chair,

Clause 1 was called,

Mr., MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, 1 will speak for the
balance of the night.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: On a point of order. The hon.
member has a right to raise any questionwhich he likes to
raise on any individual section of the Bill when it comes up
for discussion. He cannot now make a second reading
speech, neither can he ask any question which was raised
on the second reading of the Bill.

Mr. MOTTLEY: If he cannot answer me on the ques-
tions which | have raised, if there is no answer to those
questions, then no Bill will be passed.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: The hon. memberhas misun-
derstood what ] sajd. The time for the hon. member to raise
his objection was during the course of the second reading
of the Bill, but he did not do that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: If, in order to facilitate matters, we
stopped at 7 o’clock and allowed the matter to go through,
is it not common decency to answer question which were
asked?

Hon. W. A, CRAWFQRD: The specific questions asked
by the hon. member must apply to certain sections of the
Bill; therefore, when we get to those sections of the Bill,
the hon. member ean raise those questions.

Mr. MOTTLEY: The Hon. Leader of the House heard
the questions which 1 posed. We, on this side, agreed to
sections which other hon. members would have objectedto.
The Hon. Minister can answer the questions and the Bill
can go through.

Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD: So far asl can remember,
the hon. member's question referred to Section 5 of the
Bill. The hon. member posed a question that if you get
your income tax bill and you object to the rate and this
rate is the subject of discussion between yourself and the
Commissioner of Inland Revenue would you have to pay
the interest rate from the time yougotthe bill or from the
time that negotiations between yourself and the Commis-
sioner of Inland Revenue came to an end? You do not know
the rate until. the matter is finalised between yourself
and the Commissioner of Inland Revenue,

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 thank the hon. member for that.
The other important point ] made was in respect of the
12 1/2% allowance to non-residents and ] asked the Gov~
ernment to go into the matter with three companies of
which 1 can think, companies which control millions
of dollars, namely, the Barbados Firelnsurance Company,
the Barbados Mutual Life Assurance Society, and the Lynch
Trust Company. Just as the Government will pass legisla-
tion, so will solicitors advise people to set up a limited
liability company in Jamaica, for instance, and that will
be a foreign company.l am justtryingto show you the loop~
holes which exist. The minute that this Bill came out the
solicitors went thinking; people want to try to get away from
paying 40% inthe dollarandpay 12 1/2%. 1 see that the Hon,
Minister of Agriculture is smiling and he knowswhat | am
talking about quite well. You are bound to get companies
formed and registered outside of Barbados and what would
be the terminology and conditions of this section? They
would not be local companies. 1 quite agree with the Gov~
ernment that in order to encourage an industry you will
give this concession, but I say thatitis about time that you
make an investigation of these matters. | am sure that the
hon. member will agree with me that the Lynch Trust
Company, if they could guarantee that they wouldbe allowed
to pay a rate of 12 1/2%, would bring money in Barbados
where they could see it and this investment would help
people in the housing development. I have no brief for any
company; this is my business and] know it.

7.55 P.-m.

There is, Sir, the Barbados Mutual, the Barbados Fire
and several other companies which I know, and therefore
you must prevent people from setting up companies abroad
and coming back in because the easiest thing to do is to
get Articles of Association drawn in, say, Jamaica which
would be outside of this, even if you have a Federation.
You have the Evelyns and Brydens in Jamaica; what is to
prevent certain firms from sending their money to Jamaica
and coming back here as a foreign company?1 just want
the hon. member to give me some assurance.lf you think 1
am talking foolishness, say that1 am.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: The hon. memberhasa point
all right, Sir, but to my mindthe easiest way to get around
that is to have legislation compelling firms which operate
in the country to invest a certain portion of their profits
in the Island. That is the first thing that should be done
and is a very easy way to get around it; but on the other
hand, we could not very well normally say that companies
operating locally are entitled to the same concession of
paying 12 1/2% on the profits of their investment, as we
would not get enough to run the country, because they would
just invest this money and only pay 12 1/2%. The hon.
member is suggesting that all they need do is to invest
in pioneer industries where they pay no income tax at
all for seven years. There are several ways of getting
around it from their point of view and from our point of
view, but the Government certainly could not agree on the
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face of it to make this concession apply to resident and
non-resident companies at this time.

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 do not want to waste time, but1 do
not want the hon. member to think]l am foolish. I am not
talking about all companies; what 1 am talking about
primarily is investment companies and Trust Companies.
An economist of Liverpool University in an article said
that insurance companies control the money of the world,
and you have here in Barbados companies going around
and picking up 25 cents a week who are not registered
anywhere and pay no income tax. That is what ] am trying
to drive at, I am not suggesting any amendment, but I
must throw out these things, because if 1 have some
knowledge of the matter, you dare not put this for all
companies, There are such things as Investment Com-
panies, Trust Companies and Insurance Companies which
must find something to do with their money. You either
compel them to invest a certain amount of money here,
or ifitisabona fide foreign company they will pay 12 1/2%;
but side by side with that you have the Barbados Mutual
who would invest millions of dollars in Canada or the Rum
Refinery whose profits would beinvested abroad, but on the
interest they get from that, they would have to pay 40%
because they are registered here. There is no incentive
therefore to your own investment companies to investback
here to develop the country by building houses or what have
you. In order to get the 12 1/2% rate which is being paid
in Barbados, all a company would have to do is to call
itself a Registered Company, have articles drawn up in
Trinidad and become a foreign company and come in here
and invest.

While the Government may pass this, Sir, 1 will tell
you that they may be disappointed for this reason; I contend
that whenever businessmen come into a country, they goto
the Bank Managers and firms to see how business is being
done, and whereas formerly a firm in Trinidad could take
$100,000 and invest it here by going to Yearwood and
Boyce and saying that as an investment company they can
lend the money out at 8%, because a tremendous lot of
people are building houses at Grazettes through companies
registered in Trinidad or Jamaica, they can now stay here
in Barbados and call themselves the Brown Trust Company
which is perfectly honest and above boardand lend out that
money on which they will get 8% but only have to pay
121 /2, as far as this Bill is concerned. 1 suggest that you
look further into the matter, and 1 will suggest that as
soon as you possibly can you should see that insurance
companies make a proportion of their takings as investment
locally, because they themselves send too much of the
money they take from peocple out of thislsland. That is my
contention and that is all 1 have to say on the matter.

Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, | begto move
that Clause 1 stand part.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

Clause 2 was called and passed,

Clause 3 was called,

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, there are
some amendments to Clause 3. In the proposed section
4 A.(4), 1 am asking leave to delete the words ‘'to the
Appeals Committee in the same manner as an appeal may
be made against an assessment’’ and substitute therefor
the words ‘‘against that decision to the Appeals Committee
and the Commissioner or any such person if aggrieved
by the decision of that Committee may then appeal to the
Supreme Court; but any such personmay, inlieu of appeal-
ing from the decision of the Commissioner on such question
to the Appeals Committee, appeal from that decision direct
to the Supreme Court"’.

1 beg to move that Clause 3 as amended stand part.

Hon. C, E, TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

e T

The question was put and resolved in the affirnative
without division,
8.05 p.m.

Clause 4 was called,

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: There is also an amendment
to Clause 4, We want to insert a new Section into the
principal Act and Clause 4 now reads as follows:-

‘“The principal Act is amended by inserting therein,
next after section 13B, the following section as 13C —

*13 G, (1) '‘Where the assessableincome of anindivi~
dual with respect to an income year includes any sums
paid or credited in respect of interest accruing as from
the first day of January, 1963, on the first five thousand
dollars or part thereof of any deposit account to which
this section applies, those sums shall be disregarded for
all the purposes of this Act other than the turnlshing of
information.”’

‘*(2) Where a married woman whose income,
pursuant to subsection (3) of this Act, is deemed to be
the income of her husband has, separate and apart
from her husband, a deposit accounttowhich this sec-
tion applies, any sums paid or credited in respect of
interest on the first five thousand dollars or part
thereof of such account shall be disregarded indeter-
mining the assessable income of her husband.”

*(3) This secdonapplies tothe following deposit
accounts with the Savings Bank referred to in the
Savings Bank Act, 1914 —

(i) where an individual has one deposit ac-
count with the said Savings Bank, that
deposit account;

(ii) where an individual has more than one
deposit account with the said Savings
Bank, the first five thousand dollars or
part thereof of the aggregate amount of
such account.”

I beg to move that Section 4 as amended stand part.

Hon. C, E. TALMA; ] beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affimative

without division,

Clause 5 was called,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFQRD; Mr. Chairman, lbeg to move
that Clause 4 be renumbered Clause 5 and stand part.

Hon. C, E. TALMA: }J beg to second that.

Claus? 6 was called,

Hon. W. A, CRAWFQRD: 1 beg to move that Clause 5
be renumbered Clause 6 and stand part.

Hon. C, E, TALMA; ] beg to second that,

The question was puyt gnd resolved in the affifmazwe
without division,

Clause 7 was called,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD; } beg to move that Clause 6
be renumbered Clause 7 and stand part.

Hon. C, E. TALMA: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmauve
uithout division,

Clause 8 was called,

Hon. W. A. CRAWFQRD: 1 beg to move that Clause 7
be renumbered Clause 8 and in addition, Sir, the following
amendment to the original Clause 7 be made by deleung
item (1) and substituting the following therefor:-
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‘(1) by substituting a semi-colon for the coloP im-
mediately after the words ‘‘section ten of this Act ' and

. inserting immediately after that semi-colon the words

‘texcept that in the case of interest and where the Com-
missioner so directly, the income tax to be deducted and
paid shall be calculated at the rate of twelve and one half
cents on every dollar of the interest:"’

1 beg to move that Clause 8 originally Clause 7, as
amend:.d stand part.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division, .

Clause 9 was called, It reads as follows:—

8. (1) The provisions of sections3, 4 and 7 of
this Act shall apply to all assessments made in res-
pect of income derived in the income year 1962 and
to all subsequent assessments,

(2) The following provisions of this Act shall
come into force on the first day of January, 1963:-

(1) section 40 subsections (1), (2) and (3) of
the principal Act as enacted by section
5 of this Act as well as subsection (4) of
the said section 40 in so far asthat sub~
section relates to additional duty and in-
terest payable or paid under that section;
and

(if) section 41 subsection (3) of the principal
Act as enacted by section 6 of this Act.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: 1 beg to move that Clause 8
be renumbered Clause 9 and the following amendments be
made;

(a) in sub-clause (1), ‘‘3, 5 and 8'' to be sub-
stituted for **3, 4 and 7',

(b) in sub-clause (2), ‘‘section 6’ to be sub~
stituted for ‘‘section 5'' in item (i) and
**section 7"’ to be substituted for*‘ section
6’ in item (ii);

(c) Necessary changes to be made in ‘*Ar-
rangement of sections’’,

1 beg to move that Clause 8 as renumbered Clause 9
and as amended stand part,

Hon. C, E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,

On motion of Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD, seconded by
Hon, C, E, TALMA, Mr, CHAIRMAN reported the passing
of one Bill with amendments in Committee,

Mr, SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported ac-
cordingly,

On separate motions of Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD,
seconded by Hon, C, E, TALMA, in each case, the Bill
was read a third time and passed,

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE COMPULSORY
ACQUISITION OF LAND IN SAINT
PETER AND SAINT ANDREW

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: I beg to move, Mr. Speaker,
that Order No. 7 be the next Qrder of the Day.

Hon. C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirnative

without division,

Mr. SPEAKER; Order No. 7 stands in the name of the
Hon. Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries: To
move the passing of a Resolutiontoapprove of the compul-~
sory acquisition by the Governor-in-Executive Committee
of the land describedin the Schedule hereto for soil conser-
vation purposes in the parishes of Saint Peter and Saint
Andrew,

Hon. C. E, TALMA: This Resolution seeks to approve
the compulsory acquisition by the Governor-in-Executive
Committee under the provisions of the Land Acquisition Act,
1949, of the land described in the Schedule to this Resolu-
tion for the following public purposes, that is to say, for’
soil conservation purposes in the parishes of Saint Peter
and Saint Andrew.

8.15 p.m.

The land is set out in the Schedule as follows:-

*‘AL.L THAT certain piece or parcel of land(formerly
part of the lands of Four Hills Plantation) situate in the
parishes of Saint Peterand Saint Andrew andlsland of Bar-
bados aforesaid containing by estimation eighteen acres
or thereabouts be the same more or less Abutdng and
Bounding on other lands of the said Four Hills Plantation
now the property of P,S, Seales et al on lands of Sedgepond
Plaatation and on the public roador however else the same
may abut and bound.”’

The Addendum to the Resolution reads as follows:=

“‘Under the Provisions of section 5 of the Land Ac-
quisition Act, 1949, the approval of the Legislature is
sought for the compulsory acquisition of a parcel of land
situate in the parishes of Sajnt Peter and Saint Andrew
containing by estimation eighteen acres for the purpose of
soil conservation.

2. Agreement has been reached with the owner for the
acquisition of the land by private treaty but in view of
defects in title the Government has been advised to ac-
quire the land under the provisions of the Land Acquisition
Act, 1949, in order to obtain an indefeasjble title.”

This means that the Government has negotiated for the
acquisition of this parcel of land but when the matter was
being completed the Crown Solicitor discoveredthata cer-
tain document of title was missing or misplaced and so he
advised that in order to clear all doubts and remove all
defects of title, the Land Acquisition Act, 1949, or the
provisions of that Act should be invoked, It is for that
reason, Mr. Speaker, that we have come here and we are
asking the House to agree to this Resolution. All the terms
of the purchase have beenagreedto betweenthe Government
and the vendor and it is only a question of regularising
the title that the provisions of the Land Acquisition Act,
1949, are invokedin order to show that there are no encum-
brances. Mr. Speaker, with those remarks, 1 beg to move
that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question that this. Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affimative without division,

LEGISLATURE (PRIVILEGES, IMMUNITIES
AND POWERS) BILL

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that Order No. 5 be taken as the next Order of the Day.

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in
the name of theHon. Premier:- To move the second reading
of a Bill to determine and regulate the powers, privileges
and immunities of both Chambers of the Legislature and of
the members thereof; to regulate the conduct of members




and other persons inconnection with the proceedings there-
of, to give protection to persons employed in the publica-
tion of the reports and other papers of the Legislature; to
regulate admittance to the precincts of the Legislature; and
for purposes incidental to the matters aforesaid.

Hon. E. W, BARROW: Mr. Speaker, you will remem-
ber that it wasthe declared policy of this Government, even
before we assumed office, that there should be introduced
into the Legislature provision for a Public Accounts Com=~
mittee, Hon. members may wonder what the instant Bill
may have to do with a Public Accounts Committee, but in
preparing the ground for the institution of sucha Committee
in this House, it was discovered that that would have to be
done by amendments to the Standing Orders of the House,
and in order to make the functioning of 2 Public Accounts
Committee effective, it would be necessary to introduce
legislation in the form of an Immunities and Privileges
Bill. That is why this Bill came into being.

All the provisions of the Bill which we have before
us do not necessarily relate to the safeguarding of the
members of the House and the members of the Public
Accounts Committee are given powersto secure the attend-
ance of persons to give evidence and the production of
documents and matters of that kind, and some of the pro-
visions merely relate to the general procedures of this
House and give the House authority to do things which the
House should have had authority to do a long time ago.

The Bill is divided into nine parts, Part 11 of the Bill
deals with the immunities of the House providing that mem-
bers of thisHouse andthe other Place should not be subject
to the jurisdiction of the Courts in certain circumstances.
These immunities are in keeping with the immunities en-
joyed by other Parliaments in other parts of the Common-
wealth, and we are seeking for the members of the Legisla-
ture in Barbados no special immunities over and above
those which by common law and by statute have been en-
joyed by other Chambers, 1 do not think that | could use-
fully add anything to the *‘Objectsand Reasons’’ of the Bill.
I thought I would merely explain the background of the in-
troduction of a Bill of this nature to the Legislature and ex-
plain to hon. members that this is notany attempt to place
members of this Chamber and members of the Other Place
above the Law. This Bill is just for the purpose of regu-
larising the position which members of the community
always considered that members of the Legislature should
be enjoying, which, in truth and in fact, they have not been
necessarily enjoying in the eyes of the law., Mr, Speaker,
with those remarks, I beg to move that this Bill be now
read a second time.

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,
8.25 p.m.

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 just want to say, Sir, now that] have
been given an opportunity to read the Bill — and it is in-
teresting to know that I got it yesterday from the Clerk
of the House — that it is one of those things on which a
layman can contribute very little, because as hasbeen said
by the Hon. Premier, it purports to give effect...... (Hon.
E. W. BARROW: It wascirculatedsince 11lth December.)
I am saying what happened to me.

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the Hon. Leader of the Opposition
ignore the asides.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I said] did not get one, but 1 got one
yesterday.,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member saidthat clearly. Let
him proceed from there on.

Hon. E. W, BARROW: You said last week you did not
get it,

Mr. MOTTLEY: | saidl did not get it at all.

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. member proceed with the
second reading of the Bill.

N ———
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Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 was saying, Sir, that as the Hon.
Premier has just pointed out, itis part of their programme
for the appointment of a Public Accounts Committee. This
Bill must be introduced, and therefore we take it that as
he has said very little on it, we should wait until the sec~
tions come up to get explanations, I have made some notes,
and 1 hope he will be able to enlighten us over here.

The question that this Bill be now read a second time
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

On the motion of Hon, W, A. CRAWFORD, seconded
by Hon, C, E. TALMA, Mr, SPEAKER left the Chair and
the House went into Committee, Mr, BATSON in the Chair,

Clause 1 was called and passed,

Clause 2 was called,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, | begto move
that Clause 2 stand part.

Hon. C, E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, in Clause 2 onpage 3,
1 would just like the third paragraph clarified where it
say8 * ‘officers of the Chamber’ means any person who
may from time to time be appointed to the staff of the
chamber whether permanently or temporarily and includes
the Clerk and any police officer on duty within the precincts
of either chamber,”’

1 just want that clarified to see whether it means the
Marshal, Deputy Marshal, Librarian and Messenger etc.
From the powers which I see in going through the Bill, 1
should like to know whether this includes persons other than
the Clerk and police constable, because this saysany per-
son appointed to the staff.,

MOMENT OF INTERRUPTION

Mr, CHAIRMAN left the Chair and Mr, SPEAKER took
the Chair,

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chairmanhas reportedprogressto
me and has asked for leave to sit again.

-It being the Moment of Interruption, if 1 am assured
that this business now before the Committee will be unop~
posed, the House may continue.

Mr. MOTTLEY: It will be unopposed.

Mr, SPEAKER left the Chair and the House re-
sumed Committee, Mr, BATSON being in the Chair,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, an undertaking was
given that this Bill will be unopposed. Asking for something
for the benefit of clarification does not necessarily mean
opposing, It is a question of making this clear so that we
as Jaymen can explain to our constituents exactly what
the position is.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I begto move
that you do new report progress and ask for leave to sit
again.

Hon. G, E. TALMA: I beg to second that.
The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division, and Mr, SPEAKER resumed the Chair
and reported accordingly,

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chairman bas reported progress
and asked for leave to sit again,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, there are one
or two items which we would like to conclude tonight, and

e
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1 am therefore asking leave to move the suspension of
Standing Order No. 5 in order that the Session may be pro-
longed for as long as it may be necessary after 9 o’clock.
1t is our hope to be able to clear the Qrder Paper on Gov-
ernment Business in order next week to proceed clearly
on the White Paper on Federation.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Leader of theHouse is asking
leave at this stage to move the suspension of Standing Qrder
No. 5. If there is no objection, leave will be granted. | hear
none, and accordingly leave is granted.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER No. 3

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move
that Standing Order No. 5 be suspended.

Hon. C, E, TALMA: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
wi thout division,

HOUSE RESUMES COMMITTEE

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the House
revert to Committee.

Hon. C. E, TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division, and Mr, SPEAKER left the Chair and
the House resumed Committee, Mr, BATSON in the Chair,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The question is that Clause 2 stand
part,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Oh dear, Mr. Chairman, that is not
nice. Youheard me aska question, Thereis no controversy,
but every member of this House is entitled to ask a ques-
tion. The quicker we getthrough, the better, because | want
to get home like anybody else, but the Minister must answer
my question.

8.35 p.m.

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: The hon. senfor member for
the City of Bridgetown has posed the question whether the
words ‘‘appointed to the staff’’ in line two of the definition
of “‘Officer of the Chamber;’’ meant the whole staff of this
Assembly. As a matter of fact, he asked "*who does it
include” 7 Sir, it includes the staff of the Chamber but not
the staff of the Debates Committee, that is to say, it does
not include the Reporters or the Stenotypists.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Well, then, Sir, it includes only the
Clerk, the Deputy Clerk, the Marshal, the Deputy Marshal,
the Chaplain and 80 on. Therefore, if youturn on page four
of the same section and read the last paragraph, you will
see ‘‘stranger’’ means ‘‘in relation to each Chamber any
person other than a member or an officer of that Chamber
and according to this, the Reporters and the Steno-typists
will be strangers. You have saidthatit does not include the
Reporters and the Steno-typists, therefore, where do they
come in?

1f 1 may be permitted before the Hon. Minister answers
this question I wish to say that you have certain sanctions
in the Billimposedagainst strangersandif you are advoca-
ting that the ‘‘staff’’ means what you have said, then the
sanctions which you have imposed against strangers must
operate against the Reporters and Steno-typists.

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Yes, there are sanctions
applied to strangers.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Therefore, those sanctions will refer
to the Reporters and Steno-typists.

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Yes.

Hon. E. W, BARROW: Any stranger who enters the
precincts of this Chamber is here under suffrage. We are

now making sure that what comes under the Common Law
in the United Kingdom will apply to Barbados now. The
House has a right to decide that no stranger should enter
the precincts at all either because of commotion, unseemly
behaviour or because the House may need to hold a secret
session, let us say, in a case of emergency when they want
no strangers within the precincts of the House, therefore,
the Reporters too must come within that definition because
the House reserves the right to exclude the Reporters of
the Debates Committee.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I must thank the Hon.
Premier for his explanation but I would just like to point
out to him that further on in the Bill ] see certain sections
which 1 think should not apply to Reporters. 1 understand
your excluding them in the case of an emergency where you
want to hold a session without having them. I want to know
this becausel can say to anybody: this is what it says and
this is what it means and it would go down in the Hansard
that the Reporters are considered strangers for the pur-
poses of this Act.

The question that Clause 2 stand part was put and
resolved in the affirmative without division,

Clauses 3 to 10 inclusive were called separately and

passed,

Clause 11 was called,

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: 1 beg to move that Clause 11
stand part.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, hereagainl would like
a little clarification; it is nothing controversial. The pre-
ceding section tells us exactly whattodoin the summoning
and examination of witnesses and as regards the service
of the summons.

What ! want cleared up is this. Sub-section (4) of this
Section tells us that if a person towhom a summons under
Section 10 of this Act is directed does not attend before the
Chairman of the Committee at the time and place mentioned
therein the appropriate authority shall issue a warrant to
apprehend and bring him and for the purposes of this section
the appropriate authority shall be; inthe case of a summons
issued for the attendance of a person before either chamber
or a committee thereof (other than a joint committee), the
President or the Speaker, as the case may be; or in the
case of a summons issued for the attendance of a person
before a joint committee, either the President or the
Speaker.

Well, Mr. Chairman, 1 am not allowed to go further
but if you permit me Clause 11 (3) says: ‘‘The appropriate
authority, on issuing a warrant under this section, may, if
he thinks fit, by ordering an appropriate endorsement on the
warrant, direct that the person mentioned in the warrant
be released after arrest upon his entering into such a
recognizance as may be requiredinthe endorsement before
a magistrate’'s'court conditioned for his appearance before
the Chamber or the committee, as the case may be."”

1 want this primarily explained to me. I want this ex-
plained to me by the Premier because if you read this
section carefully, it tells you all about the issuing of a
warrant and apprehending of the person but itdoes not say
anything about what you should do with him before coming
before the committee or joint committee, It does not say
that you should keep them in custody.

8.45 p.m.

As far as] can see, it does not say that on apprehen-
sion you can keep him in custody.

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Read Sub-Section 3.

Mr. MOTTLEY: That is the one I have read.

e ]
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Hon. E, W, BARROW: Sub-section 3 of Section 11 as
follows: -

*“The appropriate authority, onissuinga warrant under
this Section, may, if he thinks fit, by ordering an appro-
priate endorsement on the warrant, direct that the person
mentioned in the warrant be released after arrest upon his
entering such a recognizance as may be required in the
endorsement before a magistrate’s court conditioned for
hisappearance before the chamber or the committee, as the
case may be.”’ What is the trouble?

Mr. MOTTLEY: The Section says that you can arrest
and bring him before the place where the Committee or
the members of the council meet. It tells you who is the
proper authority for doing this but if the man is arrested
on a warrant you can make him enter into a recognizance.
1 hope the Hon. Premierwill explainthat. A warrant can be
issued and the man canbe arrestedand released on a bond.

Hon. E., W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, Section 11 sub~-
section 1 says this;-

**If a person to whom a summons under section ten of
this Act is directed does not attend before the chamber
or the committee at the time and place mentioned therein,
the appropriate authority may, upon being satisfied that the
summons was duly served or that the person to whom the
summons is directed wilfully avolds service, issue a
warrant to apprehend him and bring him, at a time and
place to be stated in the warrant, before the chamber or
the committee,”’

In other words that is a forthwith warrant. If you do
not intend to issue that warrant then the person can be
released on his recognizance, and he has to appear. If you
issue a warrant to arrest him he must be arrested forth-
with and brought before the Committee, 1 do not think that
there is any question of keeping him in custody.

Mr. MOTTLEY: He may be arrested and brought be-
fore the Committee and if the Committee is not ready to
sit he can be released; he cannot be put into a cell or into
any such place. 1 thank the Hon. Premier very much.

The question that Clause 11 stand part of the Bill
was put and resolved in the affimative without division,

Clauses 13 ond 14 inclusive were called and passed.

Clause 15 was called, 1t reads as follows:~

‘“15. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection(3) of
this section, a person who gives evidence before either
chamber or a committee shall not be liable to any civil
or criminal proceedings by reason of anything which he
may have said in such evidence.

(2) Except in proceedings referred to in sub-
section (3) of this section, no statement made by any per-
son in evidence given before either chamber ora committee
shall be admissible in evidence agajnst that person in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

(3) Nothing in the preceding provisions of this
section shall be construed to prevent the institution or
maintenance of any proceedings against any person for an
offence under section twenty-one or section twenty-two of
this Act.”

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: 1 beg to move, Mr. Chairman,
that Clause 15 stand part of the Bill.

Hon. C, E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, Sub~-section 1 of this
Section says this:-

‘‘Subject to the provisions of subsection (3) of this
section, a person who gives evidence before either cham-

e LT —

ber or a committee shall not be liable to any civil or
criminal proceedings by reason of anything which he may
have said in such evidence.’’

I made a note in connectlon with this sub-clause, We
have just dealt with the Perjury Bill, and as1 go through
this entire Bill it seems to methatit is for the Committee
and the Legislature to get accurate and up-to-date in-
formation with the force of law. As this sub-section is
worded, it strikes me that this Committee should be the
highest authority in the island in taking evidence in res~
pect of any industry or anything of the sort, and if false
statements are made you have not got the same power as
a Commission of Enquiry. Sub-section (3) of this Section
states this:-

‘'Nothing in the preceding provisions of this Section
shall be construed to prevent the institution or maintenance
of any proceedings against any person for an offence under
Section 21 or Section 22 of this Act.”

1 suppose that the Hon., Premier would just again
enlighten us as to this particular section. The Perjury
Act has been very drastic and it strikes me that if I came
before the highest authority — well, a Committee of this
House must probe evidence out of me in connection with
something happening in this island. As this sub - section
reads, does it mean that if a person wilfully came before
the committee and committed perjury nothing couldbe done
in the matter? 1 should just like to get that point clarified.
There is no other legal brain over there than the Hon.
Premier whom we canaskfor anexplanation of this matter.
1 take it that when you ask for a legal explanation we are
not just asking for an opinion; we are asking for information
in order to satisfy ourselves.

8.55 p.m.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, 1 think what the hon.
member has raised iswhat] would like the Premier to say.
Last week, we passed a Bill which said that anything done
under statutory provision like this is perjury. (Hon. E, W.
BARROW: Nol) The hon. member said ‘‘no’’, but if you
look at what we passed last week, it did not preclude this.
What the hon. member meansisthatthiswillbe a statutory
provision unless you exclude it from that Act. What we are
saying is that this gives the magistrate the right to deal
with you, but in the Act which we passed last week, if you
give false evidence anywhere, it says that whoever deals
with you shall regard that as perjury; so ] want to know
how this applies,

Hon. E, W, BARROW: This is a constitutional point.
If you believe in the separation of powers, you cannot have
the businessg of the Legislature mixed up with the business
of the Executive and the business of the law courts in pure
simple form. The offences against Public Tranquility
Offences against the Person, andOffences against Property
come under one category of criminal offences. Offencesin
the course of proceedings in the Legislature must at all
times be controlled and governed by the Legislature itself,
In other words, the Legislature can never come under
common law, and that is one of the reasons why we have
had to introduce this Bill, because common law regards
offences committed in this place as being excluded by a
ruling of the House of Lords itself and the judicial Com-~
mittee of the Privy Council. In Colonial courts we do not
enjoy the common law privileges and immunities, and there-
fore although there are offences kindred to the offences
of perjury which we dealt with last week, it is not thought
constitutionally proper that the offender should be dealt
with either on indictment or in common law who should be
guilty of perjury. If we said they were guilty of perjury,
they could be punished either under common law or under
Statutory provision and tried by a police magistrate.

As | explained last week, in a Court of Summary
Jurisdiction, it {5 not expected to put any limitation on the
period of imprisonment or @ maximum fine, Where you are
dealing with the Supreme Court of Judicature which is a
Court of unlimited jurisdiction, it hasnever beenthe prac-
tice to impose a limitation on the amount of fine which the
Court may feel disposed to inflict orimpose, and as ] have
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always explained, that is left to the Court. To make a false
- statement arising in the immunities of the Legislature, we
would be making this an offence summary and not an indict-
ment, and that is why we have sections 21 and 22 on the
amount of fine and the term of imprisonment which the
magistrate may impose. It is purely a constitutional posi-
tion in which we are trying to preserve the principle of the
separation of powers between the Judiciary and the Legis~
lature.

Mr. WALCOTT: I thank the hon. member, butl am not
protesting against that because it is a technical point in
which he has explained the constitutional and legal position.
As a layman, what I would like explained to me is how
would the Court interpret the action of a man committing
perjury or making a false statement before this Committee
and there is nothing that specifically excludes that the
Perjury Act which we passed from being applicable to this
section. | appreciate what the Premier said aboutthe con-
stitutional position, but as you will very well understand,
the constitutional position and the legal position are
sometimes two different things. The constitutional position
may be silent on something, but the law courts have to de-
cide. The Hon, Premier said that lawyers themselves
regarded Colonial Legislatures to beimmune, The lawyers
at one stage thought that Colonial Legislatureshadthe same
privileges as the House of Commons until Ssome case arose
and there was a ruling that they did not regard it as such.
If you take up the Perjury Act which we passed last week
and read that, what is going to happen?ls this regarded as
statutory legislation? If it is statutory legislation, how is
it going to be excluded by an Act?

Mr. Chairman, suppose any person who in the course
of giving evidence before either Chamber or Committee
wilfully makesa statement material to the subject knowing
the said statement to be false or not believing it to be true. I
the statement was made otherwise he would be gulity of an
offence and liable to conviction therefor by a magistrate’s
court. What | want to ask the Hon. Premier is how we are
going to get this person into a magistrate’s court by this
method as distinct from when he commits the same offence
not before our Committee but before a Commission of
Enquiry. If he goes before a Commission of Enquiry and
makes a false statement, under the Act we passed last
week it become indictable, What | want to ask the Premier
is if this is notexcluded specifically inthis Act or that Act.

Hon. E, W, BARROW: May I explain the position? In
Section 15 (1) what is being sought is that no person can
be prosecuted or have civil action instituted against him
for having done or safd anything under subsection (1)
which specifically refers to subsection (3), and that sub-
section refers to sections 21 and 22, and sections 21 and
22 specifically say as far as the House of Assembly is
concerned that this is a summary offence. The only ques-
tion remaining is, who is to bring the prosecution? Under
the Perjury Act, only the Attorney General can decide after
reference has been made to him by the magistrate, If hon.
members look at section 39, they will see that only the
Speaker or the Presjident of the Chambers of the Legislature
can recommend a prosecution to the Attorney General, so
the Attorney General hasnorightwalkinginhere and saying
‘1 heard you had a littleenquiry lastweek and I am looking
for a man.”’ The Speaker has to bring it to his attention,
and if the Speaker, does not bring it to his attention, that
is the end of the matter. We are therefore maintaining
& firm control over our own proceedings.

The question that Clause 15 stand part was put and
resolved in the affirmative without division,

Clause 16 was called and passed,
9.05 p.m.

Clauses 17 to 24 inclusive were called separately
and passed,

Clause 25 was called, It reads as follows:—

25, Any stranger who ~
(a) assaults, hinders, obstructsorinsultsany mem-
ber coming to, going from or being within the

chamber or the precincts of the chamber to
which the member belongs; or

(b) interferes with, resists or obstructs any officer
of either chamber while in the execution of his
duty; or

(c) creates or joins in any disturbance which in-
terrupts or is liable tointerrupt the proceedings
of either chamber while it is sitting;

is guilry of an offence and liahle onconviction thereof by a
magistrate’s court to a fine not exceeding two hundred and
fifty dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
six months or to both such fine and imprisonment.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: 1 beg to move that Clause
25 stand part.

Hon. C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, this Section is like a
similar section in the Workmen's Compensation Act and
from my experience that section has given the Courts a
lot of trouble. This Section says: ‘'Any strangerwho — (a)
assaults, hinders, obstructs or insults any member coming
to, going from or being within the chamber or the pre-
cincts of the chamber to which the member belongs;” —

What 1 want to know is this.**Comingto, going from’’,
where does that begin and end? It is always a row about
that, Under the Workmen's Compensation Act, the row is
about when employment begins. As regards this, 1 want to
know whether it begins at the gate, in the Courtyard or
where does it begin? 1 want to know as regards this Bill
when I am free to knock down a man and nobody interferes
with me. 1 do not want to call any policeman, I want to
know as regards this section where it begins and where it
ends,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman,] have the same remark
written before me before 1 came in here, It was always
mooted that whenever His Honour the Speaker claims from
His Excellency freedom of speechandfreedom fromarrest
at the opening of a Session that that did not mean any mem-=-
ber could rundown Broad Streetandcarry away somebody’s
turkey. Therefore, whenl got in here I enquired what this
actually meant and I was told it meant on your way to the
House of Assembly and from the House of Assembly.

Now, that you have it written in this Bill and it is
becoming the law of the land it is fair that we understand
it. Let us take the hon. junior member for St. Thomas.
This s only a supposition. Suppose you have a warrant out
for him foralimony andhewas onhis way from his home to
this House of Assembly. Let us say that on his way out he
drove from Dayrells Road and said that he was going by
Boarded Hall before coming tothe House. Now, he is on his
way tothe House. It says; ‘‘Any stranger who assaults, hin-
ders, obstructs or insultsany member coming to, going from
or being within the Chamber or the precincts of the Cham-
ber to which the member belongs,’’

A stranger under the interpretation of this Act means
in relation to each Chamber, any persen otherthan a mem-~
ber or an officer of that Chamber which means a person
not appointed by the House. 1 would like this explained,
You might consider a WritServera strangerand let us say
he had a warrant for somebody foralimony. So many people
believe that because you become a member of this House
that you can getaway with murder. Let me make a supposi~
tion of myself. 1 am coming to the House. I wonder if }
chose to take a ride down Black Rock from my way home if
that could be consideredthat I was on my way to the House.
Of course, it is on the way to the House,

In all seriousness, 1 would like to know from the Hon.
Premier of the country who is the hon. member with the
legal knowledge how we stand and what the position is.
(A VOICE: I would say lock you up.)

I understand your being within the Chamber but |
cannot understand coming to or going from.1 may be coming
to this Chamber from 3.00 o'clock this morning. It goes

— ]
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on to say any stranger who interferes with, resists or
obstructs any officer of either chamber while in the
execution of his duty. When|l ask the first question, as it
was regards the definition of officers, I was told it meant
the Clerk, the Deputy Clerk, the Marshal, the Deputy
Marshal but it does not mean the Reporters or Steno-
graphers. Well, does it mean the Police as well?

Mr. WALCOTT: While on that, I do not know if all of
these Billsare aiways drafted with all of the correct punc-
tuationsinthem I say that because I know that | have found
an error in the Trade Union Bill in which a comma not
being put in the proper place made a lot of difference.

**A member going to or coming from.’’ 1want to know
where that begins and ends. Then it says‘‘the precincts of
the Chamber.” Do you mean inside here? ] do not know if
it means when you enter the Courtyardthatthat is a sort of
no man’s land as regards coming to or going from. 1 think
it would be good for the public to know about that.

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I do not think
that it is appropriate for me to give legal opinions on
hypothetical cases. I think the interpretation of the Clause
is a matter for the Courts. Since we are not potential
offenders, 1 do not think we have to worry about it. If 1
started to give an opinion on this and say that it means
between here and the gate or between here and the end of
Broad Street, 1 think I would be stepping beyond my bounds.

1 think this is a matter which should be left to the
Courts to be interpreted whether a person was actually
coming to or going from the Assembly. Of course, it is
also possible that a member may be coming to the Chamber
when he is down Pie Corner but if it was the day before, 1
do not think any Court would feel itself restrained to rule
that he was coming to the Chamber. On the other hand,
another person may be just outside of this Chamber just
before theHouse is due to meet andalthough he was actually
on the threshold he was not obstructed while pursuing his
legitimate object in coming to the House.

In May's Parliamentary Practice, 15th Edition, Chap-
ter V, dealing with the problem of Privilege of Freedom
from Arrest or Molestation, it is stated:-

9.15 p.m.

“The privilege has been defined both positively and
negatively; the positive aspect of the privilege is expressed
in the claim of the Commons to freedom from arrest in all
civil actions or suits during the time of Parliament and
during the period when a Member was journeying to or
returning from Parliament,”’

That is about all that bears onthe matter. They do not
say *'going’’ or ‘‘coming’’ but *‘journeying’'. That gives
the impression that they may be journeying on a vehicle
or on foot. It does not necessarily mean walking into the
Chamber or out of the Chamber or of the precincts of the
building itself, It is purely a question of fact for the judge
to decide in each individual case, having regard to where
his place of business was or whether he was reasonably
expected to be returning to or coming from it, if a person
was not within the immunity provided by the clause which
we are now discussing. 1 think it would be very unwise to
give an answer on a point like that, and 1 know that hon.
members fully appreciate my position.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman,1 do notexpect the Hon.
Premier to give a legal opinion in this matter but it is
within the province of the House in dealing with a Bill to
raise questions, because the Courts would say: ‘‘We are
nothing to do with intention of the Legislature.”’” What the
Hon. Premier has readfrom May's Parliamentary Practice
is very clear to me. You may have a situation where a
demonstration was to take place and somebody may elect
to go to the house of the Hon. Leader of the Opposition
and try to prevent him from coming to the House because
the person may feel or know the standwhich he is going to
take,

Mr. MOTTLEY: He cannot go to your house.

e "

Mr. WALCOTT: There is nothing to prevent him from
going there. As the Hon, Premier knows, this is the same
sort of wording which appears inthe Workmen’s Compensa-
tion Act, and lawyers worked for big money until they es-
tablished the point that going to and coming from had its
meaning and they do not worry with that now.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, 1 must say thati do
appreciate the stand which the Hon. Premier has taken in
this matter. He has not been offensive; onthe contrary, he
has been forthright in saying that he could not give us any
opinion. We passed an Act in connection with political
meetings and the ex~Prime Minister of the West]ndies said
at that time that from the time we passed the Act, the
Election was on. Hon. members will remember that. That
is what I would call intellectual dishonesty. Anybody who
thinks that he can put anything on a layman, he is intellec-
tually dishonest; that is why] will curse you. That is where
you are acting like a pig. In this case, I must admire the
stand which the Hon. Premier hagtaken. Wewere at a loss
to understand what this meant. We will have to work in
accordance with it, You should not pass any law and say
that you cancommitany criminal offence and the law cannot
catch up with you. It is my opinion that on the way to this
House you can be caught up with the law if you commit any
offence.

Mr. WALCOTT: Yes, if you commit murder.
Mr. MOTTLEY: You do not have to commit murder.

The question that Clause 25 stand part of the Bill
was put and resolved in the affimative without division,

Clauses 26 to 40 inclusive were called ond passed,
9.25 p.m.

On the motion of Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD, seconded
by How, Z, U. TALMA, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the pass-
ing of one Bill in Committee, and Mr, SPEAKER resumed
the Chair and reported accordingly,

On the separate motions of Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD,
seconded in each case by Hon, C, E, TALMA, the Bill
was read a third time and passed,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFQRD; Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move
that Order No. | be the next Qrder of the Day, to resume
Committee of Supply to discuss the Resolution commenced
today.

Hon. G, E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put gnd resplved in the affimative
without division,

HOUSE RESUMES COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the Hoyse re-

sumed Committee of Supply, Mr. BATSON being in
the Chair,

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1962-63
NO, 32

Mr. CHAIRMAN: When the House was in Committee,
the hon. senior member for Bridgetown was speaking.
The hon. member is not now in his place.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, as far as my views
go on this matter which we were discussing, if the Gavern~-
ment feels like giving these pegple a travelling allowance
or a compensatory allowance, they may do so. It may he a
question of opinion, but from what the hon. Premier has
said, what 1 would like to point out is that1 do not agree
that there is any logical basis for regarding this as 8 com~-
pensatory allowance, because the position of the magistrates
today is not worse than it was hitherto. My view of it is
that the relative position is better, because they complained
that they were being restricted to live in an area in which
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they had to rent a house and got no house allowance thus

‘ creating a greater hardship on them than if they remained
in the house they owned or paidrentwherever they resided.,
1 would say that the fact that a magistrate has a car which
{s his own property to take him to the job he has to do,
puts him in no different position from any other public
officer who has to leave his home and go to any point of
work.

Let us be quite frank about it. No man in Barbados at
any point is at a disadvantage because he has to work at
Bissex, Speightstown, St. Philip or anywhere else, be-
cause on a radius, the time taken to get from any point to
the other is ahout the same and there is no hardship. If
the Government has been impressed that these magistrates
do not have a claim for travelling allowance under the Tra-
velling Allowance Act, but have a claim for an allowance
which the Government originally put as a travelling allow-
anve, but which they now bringasa compensatory allowance
1 myself do not see why you should have to compensate a
man to get to work. So do not say that the old Act under
which he had to reside in the area made it anymore diffi~
cult. What I would say in this situation is that I hope the
Government will make corresponding arrangements now to
suit the local needs of the community, sothat when a mag-
jstrate is the magistrate, say, for District “E' and lives
in St. Philip, some local provision can be made so that
when anyone wants to get bail, someone can sign the war-
rant and give him relief for bail, otherwis~ the person
would have to sleepingaol untilyoucan get \u. magistrate,
That is one of the advantages of having him reside in the
parish, but in modern trends, you do not have the same
reasons for requiring a magistrate to live in the parish,
hecause mobility is easier and you can get from point to
puint easily.

Mr. Chairman, | think the Premier was making out a
case for the case that was made outto him more, than that
jt was a logical case, because to be quite frank to the
magistrates, there is no claim that they have for compen-
sation since there is nothing they have lost under these
new appointments, Far from that, I would say that the
magistrates are better off with these arrangements, and
when you give them this extra allowance, it is an extra
allowance bearing in mind that they have to purchase a
motor car, andyouusually takeitthata man is not appoint-
ed as a magistrate right away, but serves at the Bar for
a little time, and any person who has pursued the legal
profession should not be in such pecuniary circumstances,
or his reputation was such that he would not be able to get
the normal credit that other people would get in order
to repay the loan on the motor car, That is why I sayl
do not see compensation as a reward to these pegple, be-
cayuse we have nothing to compensate them for. More-
over, 1 thinkthetimeis comingin Barbados when we should
drop all these colonial phrases. You pay a man a salary,
and {f you have to give him travellingallowance or a hous-
ing allowance, give him; but this compensatory allowance
is guing to be a phrase which] am sure other Civil Ser-
vants will make use of atthe slightest move. You have con-
trol Officers at Seawell who are going to come, and you
know that we had a row with the Control Officers when they
said that their job was at Seawell Airport and they had to
travel by bus. 1 know that people go to Seawell Airport for
the Government of Barbados and they do not get a8 com-
pensatory allowance; they havetogetina vanand get there,
You must open up the door, and that is why ] say 1 do not
see the magistrates being eligible for compensation based
on the fact that you have changed the Act.

9035 p.m.

They are not now required to live in the district and 1
would say that many of them have better conditions of em-
ployment by being allowed to live attheir respective homes
and not forced to break up their home life and to pack up
and go elsewhere. That is why ] saidthat calling it a com-
pensatory allowance was not justified,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, when the House ad- .

journed when we were speaking on this Bill, theHon. Pre~
mier replied to me and when listening to him, he said that
he always wondered why 1 had to say a thing twenty-nine
times. He should notworry aboutthatbecause he just has to

look on his right and he would understand why ] have to say
it so often.

Anyway, as the hon. senior member for St. Peter
said, the Hon. Premier made a long speech but it was only
at the end he told us thata Magistrate is no longer appoin-~
ted to a district as was doneinthe old days and that is the
salient point which 1 wanted to know something about. The
Hon. Premier has told us all that we should know. He has
told us that a Magistrateisno longer appointed as a Magis-
trate of District **A’"’, District **B"’, District*'C" or Dis~
trict *D’ as in the old days. He also said that it is a long
time since they have been required to live in their area of
work; they are appointed Magistrates of Barbados and the
Chief Judge has the right to move them around from place
to place.

1 agree with the argument of the hon. senior member
for St. Peter, 1t is not a compensatory allowance, This is
in fact, what the Government feels is due to them through
the change of appointments. It is better for the litigants
too to have Magistrates changing around and to have Magis-
trates becoming acquainted not only with traffic cases but
with civil cases and so on.

I am not offering this Resolution any opposition but on
the last occasion when I suggested the postponement of
this Resolution and the Government accommodated us with
the postponemert to bring it back,] feltthat what they said
it was, that is, a station allowance, wasnot correct, 1 still
feel although they have changedittoa compensatory allow=
ance that that is not correct, I am going to use the Hon.
Premier’s words when he saidthat youappoint Magistrates
so that they can be moved aroundevery day or every week
and you are going to give them travelling allowance. If that
is so,thanaliMagistrates should get a travelling allowance,
He said that the reason whyitwasnot given to Magistrates
working at District "'A"’ is because we find the majority of
the Magistrates live in St. Michael.

Hon. E, W, BARROW: 1 rise ona point of order. May I
correct the hon. member, ] said within the jurisdiction of
District '*A’’, which is a different matter.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Yes, the jurisdiction of District *'A"’
may run to Dayrells Road. Well, now, if you change the
method of appointment and you say thatallMagistrates are
appointed Magistrates of Barbados and can be posted at
District “A”’, “B", *'C"", D", or "'E”’ and we accept as
a fact that a Magistrate appointed to District **B"’ finds it
difficult to get there, call it whatever you like; call it a
station allowance or a compensatory allowance, we know
that it is a travelling allowance, hence my argument is, why
give a travelling allowance to those who go to District **B”’
or to the other rural districts except District *A"'?7

I am not using any argument about any Magistrate being
taken advantage of, What I am saying is that you are going
to giveatravelling allowance to those Magistrates who work
in the rural districts. 1 say if you are going to give a tra-
velling allowance, then letitbe a travelling aliowance to all.
As you have said, they areappointed Magistrates of Barba-
dos and they can be removed every week from one district
to another, 1 repeat, ]} agree with the hon. senior member
for St. Peter when he saidthatitcannot be a compensatory
allowance becauseitisnotgiven for anything which they are
losing. If a Magistrate comesto Barbados, the post carries
a salary of somuchbutitdoes not carry a travelling allow-
ance, We, in this House can criticise Magistrates or doc-
tors although it is saidthatwe shouldnot but you can criti~
cise them because you can live without having to appear
before a Magistrate or you can live without going to any
doctor whom you have cridcised. 1f they are appointed
Magistrates of Barbades and you are going to give them
travelling allowance, my contention is that with this
arrangement that they can be removed from one place to
another with a moment's notice, they should all get a tra-
velling allowance. Your point is that the majority live in
District *A’’. You can get them living in the area but liv-
ing four miles away,

You are going to run into this difficulty. Those that
are stationed at District ‘'B’’ Belleplaine, and Holetown

e e
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may work for two daysaweekbutl want to assure the Hon.
Premier that it is within my knowledge that while those
Magistrates work for two days a week, the Court is open to
business for five days. ] do know too that in some Courts
they have two Clerks but the office is open for five days, 1
understand that for allthe years past, anallowance is given
to these Clerks notwithstanding where the Clerk lives., |
do not know what amount it is today but I knew that if he
was posted at Maughn Hill Station, that is District **C"’,
he got $16 a month, whether he livedin the City or near the
Court, There was no Belleplaine Station then. Quite recent-
ly, one Clerk who was stationedat one of these Courts was
actually forgotten by the authorities. He was livingin Cave
Hill. He tendered his resignation, perhaps before his time
was upandwhenaskedwhy he had resigned, he said to them
that they had kept him so long there that they had actually
forgotten he was there.

9.45 p.m.

There was one pointwhichthe Premierhasmade today
that we were not aware of, that is, that magistrates are
now appointed as magistrates intheisland of Barbados, and
not as agistrates of any particular districts. Now that
we are aware of that, it is my opinion that if you are giv-
ing an allowance which approximates to that of giving a
travelling allowance, then travelling allowance should be
on a basis where all magistrates could get it. Let us say
that it is better for the administration of justice; nothing
can interfere with the administration of Justice more than
when a magistrate has to deal with these cases which oc~
cur at standpipes. My feeling is that you should not single
out the magistrate at Dist. *‘B’’ for one amount and those
at other rural districts for another amount. According to
the supplementary note, the magistrate at Dist **B" will
get $300 per annum as a compensatory allowance and the
other magistrates will get $480 per annum as such allow-
ance. But if these magistrates live outside of Dist ‘'A*’ they
will not get anything.

Mr. YEARWOQOD: They will be transferred.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Well, you can transfer allthe others,
it is my feeling in this matterthatall of these magistrates
should be given the same amount.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, what is strangetome
is to hear the Hon. Premier say that St. Michael is the
area. You make a hypothesis that St. Michael is the basis
and you start off from St. Michael and say you will pay a
man to go to Dist. *‘B’’. If St. Michael is the basis and you
pay a man to go to Dist “’B’’, Dist *“B’’ is just five or ten
minutes driving out of St. Michael by a motor car,

Hon. E. W, BARROW: It is six miles.

Mr. WALCOTT: Why must you pay a man to go to his
work at Dist **B"’ or at Holetown. Barbados has a popula-
tion of 240,000 people. You live in Speightstown and you
have to come to Bridgetown to work. If a man gets so
drunk as to say that he should be paid to go from Bridge-
town to Speightstown to work what would you say? There
may be one or two cases of Coroner's Enquiries to be at-
tended but there cannot be any logical basis for using St.
Michael as a basis, If all the magistrates’ courts were
in St. Michael, then the payment of a compensatory allow-
ance would not arise, Why shoulda magistrate have this fa-
vourable treatment to gettohis jobinthe first instance and
other Civil Servants are not similarly treated? The Auditor
General lives out of the City andhe cannot bill the Govern-
ment for taking him out and back.How can a magistrate be
in a different position from other people? How can we justify
a magistrate getting thisallowance whenwe ignore the other
people in this respect? Even when youare under the Trav-
elling Allowance Act you will never pay back for the car
you are purchasing. Some of these people will not worry with
the motor car because it would be the same thing if they
went into a garage and brought out a car.

Mr. Chairman, if the last Government had brought down
this proposal — | remember that the last Government
brought down something like this and there was a big dis-

pute in here. 1 cannot see why a Government should bring
down a matter like this; where is the justification for it?
The late Mr. Abrams was a magistrate who used to go to
St. Joseph to work and are you telling me that a man who
has a motor car — Mr. Chairman,1will tell you that there
is too much feather-bedding going on here. Youwill give a
man £100 a year more, you will give another man £75 a
year more and you cannot justify it. 1f this Government by
its policy elects to give a man money like that, it is all
right, but | cannot see how the Governmentis going to re-
strictthe spending of money in one breath and then in the
other breath it is going to take money and give to people
where you cannot have any justification for it, The Premier
has said that these Civil Servants are unreasonable; they
put us in a squeeze because they cannot find $3 million.
Whatisthe salary of a Magistrate now. 1s it $500 a month?
9.55 p.m.

You will see a man about here and in 18 months he
goes away and comes back as a lawyer, In the time that a
man goes out and comes back as a lawyer and starts to
work as a magistrate, somebody as an engineer has not
started to work yet. This is a job for which you pay more
money and yet you are compensating these men. There is
no logicinitandl donot like it. } was under the impression
that in the past they had a house allowance, and'in lieu of
the house allowance to which they were entitled, you were
giving them this, but you are going totake money from the
Treasury to give a magistrate for going from where he
lives to his job. All of us have things to do, and the only
persons who do not get these privileges are the members
of the House of Assembly. We have big constituencies to see
about, and we do not get travelling allowance to travel
through them, but a magistrate who has to leave his house
and go to work is going to get a travelling allowance, It
does not impress me. 1 do not like it, and I do not think
there is any justification in paying them this money and 1
am going to voice my disapproval of exercising my right. 1
am not going to support paying them $40 a month or any
money for travelling allowance, They are not entitled to a
travelling allowance, because they are well paid, and if
they do not like it, I would say let them resign,

Hon. E, W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, the last speaker,
the hon. senior member for St. Peter made several state-
ments which I want to correct. The first statement he made
was to the effect that we are paying magistrates something
we do net pay other Civil Servants; this is apropos to the
suggestion that magistrates are travelling totheir place of
work. Right away 1 want to disabuse his mind of the con-
cept. 1 will give him three {llustrations where his premises
are unfounded and incorrect, The clerks of the same Courts
over which the magistrates preside who are definitely
travelling to their plage of work and are not subjected to
removal at short notice to other courts get a special
travelling allowance. There i8 no house allowance for any
clerks. We want to deal with it from the travelling aspect
alone. Secondly 1 know of Excige Officers at the Customs
who have been doing the same jobyear in and year out. Some
of them have as long as 7, 8,9 and 10 years doing no other
work but travelling from their place of residenceto Maount
Gay Distilleries or any one of the other distilleries, and
they are not provided with travelling allowance; they are
provided with a taxi to take them. The $30 or $40 being
paid to magistrates could ngver be equatedtothe cost of a
taxi from the Customs to Mount Gay, and we have made a
basic point in making these calculations. These officersare
provided with a taxi for going tothe same place of work and
have been reporting to the Customs, and the hon. member
knows better than I do that the taxi drivers after a time,
provided it does not put the taxi owners too much out of their
way, pick up the clerks at thejr homes anyhow. It is con~
sidered part of the job, although strictly speaking, they do
not have to do so. The contract may not necessarily call
for that, but after doing his job for some time, they wapt
to get the job in future and if they give satisfaction, they
are likely to get renewal of the contract on representation
from the Controller,

Thirdly, 1 think it was when the hon. member over
there was a member of the Executive, this House ~ ] am

—— e
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ision | class from class so the remark of class war would have

speaking purely from memory — passeda special prov
that officers in the Audit Department whohave to go to the
Courts in the rural districts geta special travelling allow-
ance which is in excess of this allowance which is being
given to the magistrates, That is their place of work be-
cause they do not have towork downhere the day they have
to go to the country court, therefore that becomes their
place of work, and if magistrates are being shifted about,
how can you say it is unreasonable in view of the expe-
rience? Some of them wark for 15years, some of them re-
tire on pension having started off workingatthe particular
court, and yet they get this special travelling allowance to
go out to the rural courts. You cannot look at working at
the courts, especially when they have to be shifted, and
make the same analogy as for somebody else going to work.

Jt may surprise the hon. member to learn that it is
within my knowledge that there was great difficulty in re-
cruiting magistrates here in Barbados, andwe hadto bring
back a lot of retired Chief Clerks and magistrates to act,
some of them acting in three and four courts at one time.
Sometimes they had to move from one courtto the other, and
occasions did arise where a magistrate wasillor on leave
that one magistrate had to do twocourtsin one single day,
because 1 have had to move from one Court to the other and
wait until the magistrate finished the case at one Court
before he came to the other, Quite apart from the several
jurisdictions like District *'F"’, District *'E’’ and District
“D'", which is oneatDistrict*'D'' andtwo at District *‘F"’,
the magistrate may often have business to contract at all
of these courts in the process of one day, There may be a
question of bail or a question of adjourning cases set down
or something like that or actual hearings which for special
reasons the magistrate has to preside over, and even al-
though he had workedatDistrict‘E’’ inthe morning he had
to workatDistrict‘‘F'’ inthe afternoon.] must tell the hon.
member that in bringing back these retired magistrates,
they only came back on the condition that they got a special
travelling allowance, and that has been going on now for a
very long time. Fortunately there are not Sso many retired
people working as magistrates, because 1 thinkthe magis-
terial establishment is more or lessuptoits full compli~
ment at the present moment, but this was going on up to
quite recently.

Mr. Chairman, these special allowances were being
paid for travelling as long as it was not in District *A"’;
so thereisanabundance of precedents for the actions which
have been introduced here today, and I do not think hon.
members need fulminate against magistrates getting all
this big 1ot of money, because inthe legal profession most
of the magistrates 1 know, whether they were solicitors
or barristers, could probably work for more money other
than on the Bench, but it is only a question of pension and
security, The question is that we are paying clerks in
Courts, paying people who go to audit books and paying peo-
ple who actedin the posts before the establishment and pay-
ing Customs Officers. Some of the Customs Officers that I
have known for over a period of years would not move from
that job at Mount Gay at all, because they get a taxi ride
all the way to Mount Gay and nobody is bothering them.
They understand the work, they like the work and it is no
inconvenience or disruption to them. Customs Qfficerswho
go to the rum refinery have been provided by the Govern-
ment for all the years not with a travelling allowance but
with a taxi; so if a customs officerhas his own car, he can
leave it at home and travel all the way to Mount Gay.
10005 p-m.

We do not have to conduct class war all the time. You
have the Idea that you must try and bring somebody else
up to the same leveland just because he is a Magistrate the
hon. member must fulminate against this particularclass of
officer and say nobody else enjoys this privilege. Sol just
draw to the attention of hon. members that these are the
circumstances which they were not aware of before,

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, as I have often stated,
1 do not make personal references so the personal refer-
ence of class war would be more attributable to the Hon.
Premier because by his very nature heisimbued with that
class of war. ] have never been in the habit of regarding

more meaning to him. He has made more remarks of class
than 1 am a Socialist. 1 do not believe in privilege or any
person bing in a privileged position sowhenyou tell me of
class you are prodding around in that position. The Hon.
Premier's premises are wrong because he does not know
enough of the Civil Service structure.

Hon. E;W. BARROW: I worked as a boy in the service.

Mr. WALCOTT: That is twenty years ago. Working in
those days in the Service does not mean anything. A boy
working in the Service twenty-five years ago would not
know anything of the Service. Does he mean that in those
days he was studying the Civil Service structure? Do not
talk about those days. Let us deal with the Service as it is
today. The Hon. Premier said my premise is wrong. He
spoke of the Revenue Officer and the Revenue Officer is
going to Mount Gay Distillery certaindays, Whatthe Hon.
Premier does not know is that the Government does not
pay that man: Mount Gay Distillery hastopay the Revenue
Officer and as Revenue Qfficer, youarenot under the Trav-
elling Allowance Act. At onetime they had one at Kingsland
Factory too. What happened was that the Customs author-
ities said that if you want a Revenue Officer to come there
you will have to pay him but that officer was not appointed
to Kingsland. There is no Mount Gay officer or no Stades
Officer, You are an ordinary Civil Servant moving up in the
establishment, and those officers are usually Long Grade
Clerks.

What happened in the old days wasthatyou removed a
Clerk from Bridgetown and you sent him out to these Dis~
trict Courts and because you said that the establishment
happened to be in Bridgetown so that it was felt that when
you were appointed, you were appointedtoworkin the Pub-
lic Buildings then, you gave the Clerk an extra allowance.
In those days, they were not many motor cars so they gave
that man a house allowance sothat he could make provision
for living around if he cared, What it watered down to was
that these officers complained that they could not find a
suitable house to rent. When they could not get a house to
live in, they hadtowendtheir way back to town and because
they lived in their own house they could not draw a house
allowance so the authorities had to changeitto a travelling
allowance. That was not the casesofaras the Clerks were
concerned, No officer can be paid travelling for getting to
the Audit Office but if any officer thereis assigned to visit
another office away from the Audit Office, travellingis paid
for getting from the Audit QOffice to that point. Let us say
that you are sent from the Audit Office to the General Hos~
pital. You can get a taxi and go there and you will get a

“travelling allowance. The officer does not get any special

allowance for going there. All of the people under the Trav-
elling Allowance Actcanmake a charge any time they move,
let us say from the Audit Office to a point outside of the
Audit Office. i

What 1 was saying to the Hon. Premier was that you
are recruiting Magistrates and giving them a travelling
allowance and not a compensatory allowance because a com~
pensatory allowance would mean that you are paying them
compensation for something that they never received before,

The Hon. Premier isbegging when he tells me about
fulminating. I do not wantto castany reflection on the mag~
isterial service which youhave because youhave some very
capable men in it, ] wasborninthe West Indies. What are
you telling me about the Magistrates which we have? Do
you mean to say that a lot of them can come out and work
for more than what they are getting? Some could not get
fowl cock cases to plead for before they went on the Bench,
1 say that it is good that we have a magisterial system
otherwise some lawyers would have to beg their bread. If
they had to be advocates all their life, some would have to
beg their bread. Therefore, 1 say that some were glad
when they got a Magistrate's job. If you do not have posts
of Magistrate, some would have to go and take a job of
making out complaints, It is wellthatyouhave a good mag~
isterial system because ] believe, speaking for myself, in
a community like Barbados it is essential and vital to this
country that you should have a proper magisterial system
because the majority of advocates who couldnotget a case
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in Barbados have to go to Magistrates first. If you did not
have a good magisterial system, what would happen here?
You get the case of somebody chopping somebody at the
pipe. If you did not have a Magistrate’s Court for that,
somebody would chop off somebody else’s head.

1 repeat, do not say that you have to compensate them
or else you could not get them. That is no argument nor
is it an argument to say that youare giving them something
for what they lost. I object to these unnecessary personal
references on the basis of what the Premier made.
10.15 p.m.

1 object to these unnecessary personal references on
the basis on which peopie make them; in my opinion, they
are uncalled for, You must be able to debate something in
here without anybody saying that you are using unfair mo-
tives, That suits the tamarind tree where people have a
flask of rum and that sort of thing.] do not suffer from any
inferiority complex. These personal references will make
a debate run off the line. We are talking on the basis of
magistrates; we are making comparisons in the Civil Ser-
vice, that is where you are not paid to go to your work, If
youaremakinga special case for the magistrates, then do
so, but do not say that | have taken the wrong basis for
what I am saying. I regardmyselfasa workers’ represen-
tative and I know where people could get better treatment.
1 am satisfied in my mind that there cannot be any basis
for a compensatory allowance to a man who did not lose
anything prior to the changing of the Act. As] say, Mr.
Chairman, ] do not understand the use of these personal
references at all,

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Mr. Chairman, if hon. members
would look at the Draft Estimates for 1962-63, under the
Head *‘ Judiciary'’, they will see Item 34 "*Travelling Al-
lowance’’ and the Note to that Jtem reads as follows:-

““To pay travelling allowance to Magistratesinaccor-
dance with the Travelling Allowance Regulations andtoten
Magistrates’ Clerks as follows:~ eight at $264, two at
$316.80 and one Stenographer at $264 per annum. Provision
also included for travelling for the Chief Justice, Puisne
Judges, members of the Liquor Licensing Authorities,”

There is a provision of the sum $4,250 to pay these
Magistrates, ten Magistrates’ clerks, and one stenographer
Travelling Allowance, Qut of this provision there is a
total annual cost of $1,740 for the Magistratesand the total
amount for the Magistrate's clerks and Stenographer is in
the vicinity of $3,000. Thereisalsga Travelling Allowance
for the Chief Justice and it has been the habit for years to
pay acting magistrates travelling allowance because they
refused to act otherwise, We say that it would not be the
proper thing to put travelling allowance here because they
may come in and say that they should get travelling allow-
ance at the usual rate of 28 cents per mile,

Mr. Chairman, there is one other matter which I for~
got and that is to point out how this matter came before the
Committee. In the Report of the Commissionwhichwas ap-
pointed to review the structure of the Civil Service and
the remuneration of public officers and Government em=~
ployees of Barbados, Mr. Jacobs, at Chapter 14 of the
Report dealing with the Judiciary, l.egaland otherGovern-
ment Departments at paragraphs 14.5, and 14.6 deals with
this matter. In paragraph 14.5 he said this:-

*‘l1 understand that certain officers are provided with
free telephones and the Magistrates are not numbered
among them....”’

Well, we have cut down onthe telephones, Then in para-
graph 14,6 he says this:~

‘*Clerks of Courts already receive a commutedallow-
ance for journeys and a recommendation for Police Con~
stables to be allowed to travelfree onbuses is made else-
where in this Report.”’

That has been implemented. We have hada supplemen~
tary provision here last year for the purpose of buying

R

more bus tickets for police constables travelling to Courts.
Mr. Jacobs in this paragraph goes on to say this;-

“‘It seems to me that in an }sland of the size of Bar~
bados, officers who hold posts that render them liable to
transfer frequently and who cannot reasonably be expected
to be called on to reside in particular places or to move
house each time they have a new posting should be entitled
to travelling expenses of the appropriate kind. | therefore
recommend that magistrates areallowed travelling expen-
ses on the basis of the proposal stated above."’

Mr. Chairman, that was the recommendation of the
Salaries Commissioner but we did not entirely agree with
him. We try to effect some kind of compromise, bearing
in mind that Clerks get allowances for leaving their homes
and going to the country courts of thislsland. Speaking sub~
ject to correction, a Clerk lived next door to the Court and
still got his compensatory allowance, 1 know a case in a
district where a clerk lives not morethanhalf a mile from
the court and there is no provision not to pay him travel-
lingallowance. How can we have one law for the clerks and
another one for the Magistrates? The hon. senior member
for St. Peter was annoyed with me because he was fulmina-
ting against one kind of officer; but it seems strange that
a magistrate is not getting something which a Clerk is
getting, The Jacob’'s Report was implemented with some
even greater extravagance and we have all of this anala-
gous situation in which people have been paid special duty
allowance. We would like this tobe designatedas travelling
allowance.

10.25 p.m.

We would not like this to be designatedas a travelling
allowance pure and simple, and that is why it has been
called a compensatory allowance. ] do not care what name
you call it, the paoint is that this allowance will be paid to
magistrates because thgy have to move from one Court to
another at short notice sometimes or no notice at all,

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr, Chairman, I donotwantto pursue
this any longer, and thisisthe lasttime 1 am going to speak
on it. Whatever the Government does on any matter it is
the Government's business; but it is a different thing when
you came before the Legislature where you have different
points of view. The Government can say they are doing
this no matter what it is called, That is their privilege
and right. 1 take a different line from the Leader of the
Opposition, because he said he was not aware of these
things. The last point the hon. member raisedis that mag-
istrates have a travelling allowance in accordance with
Travelling Allowance Regulations. Travelling Allowance
Regulations are regulations under which travelling allow-
ances can be paid when you go outside the place, They were
not paid for going to the Courts. The money was utilised
when he had other duties to perform that took him from,
say, the Court to the Reef,

Hon. E, W, BARROW: The hon. member is quite wrong.
The magistrates were paid travelling, and acting magis-
trates particularly were paid travelling from their homes
to the Courts wherever the Courts were, Asfar as ] know,
that has been applied to travelling from Christ Church to
District '*A’ or §t, James to District ‘*A'’. District A"
magistrates also, 1 believe, were entitled to travelling if
they had to go and view a body somewhere or make the
Clerk of the Court get a taxi, but in respect of going to
the day to day sittngs, acting magistrates used to be
paid this allowance.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, as I said, under the
Travelling Allowance Act Regulations, a magistrate could
not get this allowance to go to work. What happened as the
hon. member said is that the person is presumed to have
gone to the Courts where he is working. The Head of De-
partment does not get pnoopy and say that in order for the
person to draw his travelling allowance he is going to make
him drive from his place up to the place where he has to
work to justify it, buta travellingallowancebill is put in as
though he had been and come back. Thatis the sort of pri- .
vilege that some officers get. Magistrates do not have a
lot of travelling to do whenthey goto work but provision is
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placed there that when the magistrate is on the Bench
he has to perform several duties sometimes for which he
is not now at home. A case may be going on and he may
get a notice from the police that he has to visit Some
body, and these are the things that are put in under the
Travelling Allowance Act so that the Head of Department

can say that it is travelling under that Act; so there was
never any doubt about that, When the hon. member spoke
about the other allowance, the original position was that
the Clerks could not live in the district and you had to
commute it onthe basis of a travelling allowance. That hap-
pened in my time because in my time they had to live there
and when they could not live there you turned it to travel-
Hng. What did Jacobs say? He said five miles, therefore
how can you justify $40 to go to Boarded Hall if you are
talking about the jurisdiction of St. Michael. You should
read the Jacobs Report, because you made increases when
you brought the recommendations and therefore there would
have been an increase to the magistrates’ salaries. When
the magistrates’ salaries were recommended and came
here as a result of the Jacobs Report, that was settled; so
you cannot come and say thatinaccordance with the Jacobs
Report you are now doing this because we settled all the
anomalies based on the Jacobs Report.Asfarasl am con-
cerned, any Government can do what it likes, but 1 do not
have to agree.

The question that Head 5 ~ Judiciary — stand part
was put ond resolved in the affirmative without division,

Head 38 ~Medical(2} General Hospital —was called,

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, 1 begto move
that Head 38 — Medical (2) GeneralHospital — stand part.

Hon. C, E, TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, 1 am sorry that the Min-
ister of Social Services {s not in his place, but] want it
brought to the Government’s attention that thereisa port-
able X-ray being usedat theHospital now. As we know, they
usually have an X-ray for taking picturesand one for treat-
ing cancerous cells. The portable onetheyare using at the
Hospital is the one 1 am speaking about. It is transported
to the different wards, but the nurses are not given any
protection whatsoever. Those of uswho know anything about
X~rays do know that they give off gamma rays. Those who
know anything about John Foster Dulles would remember
that after Mr. Dulles went for X-Ray treatment, even the
nurses with the best of protection inthe United States could
not go to Mr. Dulles unless they were using some sort of
lead shield. | am therefore drawing to the attention of this
Government that some sort of protection must be provided
for those nurses who must use this X-ray daily in treating
cases especially of cancer of the cervix. It is not right to
expect a human being to subject himself or herself to this
exposure, 1 know as much about cancer asanybody, because
nobody seems to know anything about it. Do not let these
nurses expose themselves to using this machine without
some sort of protection. To give you an example, Mr.
Chairman, I have known on more than one occasion where
nurses’ blood count dropped as low as 500 or 400 whereas
normally it should be in the vicinity of 1,200.

1 know, Sir, that some members like the hon. senior
member for Bridgetown feel that doctors and magistrates
should not be spoken against. ] am not speaking against
any particular doctor, but 1 am saying that we were put
here to represent people, andl am calling on the Govern-
ment to make it a point that no nurses be allowed to use
this X~Ray machine without having some proper shield. I
am not necessarily advocating a Jead shield, but some sort
of rubber protection to protect these nurses.lf we sit here
and aljow this to happen, we are going to create more can-
cerous cells in Barbados than we are curing.

10.3% p.m.

Mr, MOTTLEY: Rubber protection is wrong. Rubber
protection may be used for other things but not for that. ]
too have received this complaint, The Hon. Minister of So-

cial Services is not in his chair.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: If the hon, member would give
way, 1 wish to say that the point raised by the hon. junior
member for St. Thomas has been noted and we will draw
it to the attention of the Hon. Minister of Social Services.

The question that Head 38 (2) stand part, was put
and resolved in the affirmative without division,

HEAD 38 — MEDICAL (6) HEALTH CENTRES
Head 38 —Medical (6) Health Centres — was called,

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: I beg to move that Head 38,
Medical (6) stand part.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

HON. W. A. CRAWFORD: 1 beg tomove that this Res-
olution for $2,519 do now pass,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

On motion of Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD, seconded by
Hon, C, E. TALMA, Mr, CHAIRMAN reported the passing
of one Resolution in Commiitee of Supply,

Mr, SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported ace
cordingly,

On separate motions of Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD,
seconded by Hon, C., E. TALMA in each case, the Reso-
lution was read a first and second time and agreed to,

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS ENDS

Mr. SPEAKER: The next QOrder of the Day stands in
the name of the Hon. Minister of Education; To resume
debate on a Resolution relative to the Report of the East
Caribbean Federation Conference, 1962,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: The Hon, Minister is not in
his place.

Mr. SPEAKER: The matter may be proceeded with
notwithstanding.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 think that
brings us to the end of Government Business for the Day.

THE ADJOURNMENT

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD:; In moving the adjournment
until next Tuesday at 2.30 o’clock p.m. I would like to serve
notice that it is the intention of the Government to deal
specifically with the White Paper on Federation, We there-
fore ask hon. members to give up their time on Private
Members' Business, so that when we come at 2.30 o’clock
we will be able to dealwith the White Paper right away un-
til the debate isfinished.lam not saying that we can finish
next Tuesday because all hon. member who want to speak
can speak. However, 1 think most of theimportant speeches
have already been made.

Mr. SPEAKER: Of course, that is only a matter of
opinion.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, before you put the
question 1 just wish to say thattheHon. Leader of the House
made it quite clear thatwe are coming here at 2,30 o’clock
in the afternoon and when we come at that time which is
Private Members' time, he wants us to give up that time
to start off debate on the White Paper which is Government
Business. Why can’t he adjourn undl 12.00 (noon) instead?
When will we stop this sort of attitude? You come in here
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and you want hon. members to give uptheir time of speak-
ing on Private Members' Business,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: What is wrong with that?

Mr. WALQOTT: Whoaskedyouto come at 2.30 o'clock?
How do you know that some members dg now want to
start debate on Private Members’ Business? No you think
that ] put matters on Private Members' Business just for
window dressing? Why must hon. members ¢ome in here
and give up their time on PrivateMembers’ Rusiness? Why
can't you start your debate at 4.30 p.m.?

Hon. W, A CRAWFOQRD: It would not get through hy
the time we would want to finish.

Mr. WALCOTT: I do not like this sort of attitude, It
seems as if we are not Members of Parliament. Between
2.30 o'clock and 4.30 o'clock isourtime for Private Mem-
bers’ Business, therefore, you have to approach usina
different way. What sort of notice is this that you are
giving? Notice to whom? Somebody renting a house? This
sort of nonsense must stop.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I would just liketo sug-
gest on behalf of my party thatif it is the wish of the Gov-
ernment to start at 2,30 p.m. with the debate on the White
Paper on Federation that we are quite preparedto give up
our time or you can let us meet at 4,30 o'clock and let us
go straight on to that,

Mr. WALCQTT: It is a matter of Government Business
being done in Private Members’ Business time,

Mr. MOTTLEY: | would like to throw a little oil on
troubled waters. 1 expected that we would have had finished
with this debate by this time one way of the other. Some-
body has hinted to me thatl have alregdy spoken. I know
that [ have spokenandimovedanamendmenthut I am hoping
that I would be given the opportunity tc speak again. I agree
that we come preparedto give up our time of Private Mem-
bers’ Business and go right on straight with this debate,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Sir, the hgn, senior member
for St. Peter should be the last to ohject. When we came
here today the members of both Opposition parties agreed
to relinquish their time for us to debate this matter and

W

it is because of other matters which we wanted to do that
we have not began debate onittoday, Therefore, if you say
that next Tuesday we are going to suggest that the time
normally allocated to Private Members' Business be util-
ised in debating this matter, what is wrong in suggesting
that? We came here in times past and found the time for
Private Members' Business utlised by Government.

Mr. WALCOTT:1 have heen a member of this House for
seventeen years and whenever [ have a matter under Pri-
vate Members' Business, it is for me to decide to give up
my time. If another member has a matter under Private
Members' Business and he decides togive it up, that is his
prerogative. The hon. member had anitem under his name
as Item No. 1 of Private Members' Business on the Qrder
Paper today and he was not here when Your Honour called
it. When he came in, did not he ask that he be given per-
mission to proceed with it? | am not going to be subjected
to anybody’s ruyling,

Mr. SPEAKER; Other than the Chair,
10.45 p.m.

Why can you not come here at 12 o’clock? Who pre-
vents you? You want somebody to accommodate you in
everything and when | exercise my right you tell me that
1 should he the last personto speak?In so far as | am con-
cerned, if that i8 your sttitude, then 1 will exercise my
right to deal with Order No, ! which stands in my name
on the Order Paper under Private Members' Businessand
I willdeal withit,] cancome to the Assembly every day and
I 'am well; 1 will come here untili cannot come any longer.

Hon. C, E, TALMA; Mr, Speaker, I beg to second the
motion for the adjournment,

Mr. SPEAKER; 1 should like to say that it is entirely
a matter for the House as to whether hon. members will
glve up the time for Private Members' Business or not.

The question is that this House do now adjourn until
this day week, 29th instant at 2,30 o'clock p.m. Hon. mem-~
bers in favour of that will please say **Aye'’, those against
will please say ‘'No’', | think the ‘“Ayes’’ have it. This
House now stands adjourned until Tuesday next, 29th jan-~
uary, 1963, at 2,30 o'clock p.m.

10.55 p.m.
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