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Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly

met at 2.30 p.m. o'clock today.
PRESENT

L. CARMICHAEL, [.P., (Deputy
Speaker)y Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD, (Minister of Develop-
ment, Trade, Industry, [ abour and Tourism); Mr, L. E.
SMITH, J.Pi Mr F.L.WALCOTT, O.B.E.; Mr. F. C.
GODDARD; Mr., F. E. MILLER; Mr. E. ST.A. HOL-
DER, J.P.; Hon, C. E. TALMA, (Minister of Agriculture,
Lands and Fishenes} Mr, J. W. CORBIN; Mr. S. E.
SEALEY; Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON, (Minister of Com
munications, Works and Housing} Mr. R. ST.C. WEEKES,
I.Ps Mr. W.R.LOWE; M. G, V, BATSON, { Chairman
of Committees Mr. J. B, YEARWOOD and Hon, A, DaC.
EDWARDS, (Ministerof Social Services),

His Honour E.

Prayers were read,

MINUTES

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have tnhe honour to inform
the House that the Minutes of the iast meeting are not yet
ready for confirmation.

PAPERS LAID

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am
commanded to lay on behalf of the hon. Premier the Report
of the Fiscal Commissioner on the Federation of the East-
ern Caribbean Territories and the Report of the Civil Ser-

" vice Commission on the Federation of the Eastern Carib-

bean Territories,

Hon. C. E, TALMA; Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am com-
manded to lay a Statement from the Barbados General Agri~
cultural Society regarding the appropriation of the Legis-
lative grant for the year 1962.

Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: 1 am commanded to lay the
Audited Statement of Accounts of the Housing Authority for
the year ended the 31st March, 1962; also, the sixth Annual

‘Report of the Housing Authority for the year 1st April, 1961

‘“t¢ 318t March, 1962,

1 Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on behalf
of the Hon. Premier, 1 am commanded to lay the Approved
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for the Financial
Year 1963-64.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Govemment Notices were given as follows;—

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Resolution to approve the
lease of 143,189 square feet of land at the Bridgetown Har-
bour to the Barbados Development Board.

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Resolution to sanction an
Agreement made on the 19th of October, 1962, between the
Governor-in-Executive Committee and the Barbados Union
Oil Company Limited.

Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: Resolution to approve the
transfer by grant of certain parcels of land from the Gov-
ernor-in-Executive Committee to the Housing Authority.

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: On behalf of the Hon. Prem~
ier; A Bill to grant an additional sum of money out of the
Public Treasury and appropriate the same for the service
of the year ended the thirty-first day of March, one thous-
and, nine hundred and sixty-three.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: A Bill to consolidate and re-
vise the law relating to Trade Unions.

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS; A Bill toamendthe Married
Woman's (Separation and Maintenance) Act, 1950.

A Bill to amend and consolidate the law relating to the
maintenance of illegitimate children,

Hon. W, A. CRAW FORD:Mr. Deputy Speaker, beforewe
go on, 1 ask leave to give notice later on today of three
items — two Bills and one Resolution ~which would arise
out of the proposals contained in the Budget Speech.

Your Honour will understand that itwouldnot be prac-
ticable actually to give notice of these Resolutions before
the Budget Speech is read; therefore I am going to ask
leave to give notice of these Items at a later stage in the
day’s proceedings. i do not thinkitisnecessary to suspend
the Rule to do this. I am sure if we are granted leave, we
would act accordingly.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am afraid that
despite what that Hon. Minister can do, Your Honour can-
not permit a hypothetical appeal for leave to be given notice
of when there is no Bill given notice of. You cannot ask for
leave to do something which is not here,

2.55 p.m.

The Hon. Member will have to wait until such time as
that Statement has been made; otherwise it will be making
a mockery of Parliament to have leave tointroduce a Bill.
Youcan have leave to do something which is to be done, but
there 18 no Bill before usand therefore there is no leave to
do anything. You do not know.if the person will die before
that Bill comes here and therefore let us contain our
souls in patience until such time as the Bill is here. The
hon. member cannot have leave to deal with a Bill until it
is here.




Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1do not
quite understand the contention of the hon. member. Nor-
mally, no hon. member of this House knows what notice
will be gtven of, but at the time of giving notice you read
out the notice, Therefore it is correct to say that nobody
knows, except the Government front benchers, actually what
Bill will be given notice of.

Mr. WALCOTT: I am saying that the hon. member can-
not tell Your Honour what the Billisgoing to be; notice has
to be given to deal with that Bill. The hon. member is ask-
ing for leave todealwitha Billat a later stage and there is
no Bill before us.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: 1 am not proposing to deal
with the Bill today. The hon. member sajdthat ] am asking
leave to deal with a Bill which isnot before the House, but
there is no such thing.

Mr. WALCOTT: The hon. memberis seekingtoask for
leave to deal with something which, for practical purposes,
does not exist. He is asking leave to give notice of a Bill
at a later stage, but you do not have to ask for leave to do
that, When the hon. member hasthe Bill before him then he
can do that, but he cannot ask for leave now to deal with that
Bill.

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the hon.
member would be the first person to say that, during the
time for giving Notices, no mention was made of the fact
that we intended to ask for leave to deal with a matter, if
1 did not ask for leave to deal with it,

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, today we haveto
deal with something of which we did not have any notice
last week. It is something as importantasa Budget Speech
and I had to read that in the newspaper. Parliament does
not even know that we are going to have a Budget Speech
until we read that in the new spaper; but we are accustomed
to these discourtesies. Hon. membershave not beenaccord-
ed with the courtesy of being informed that we are going
to have a Budget Speech today. However, Sir, the hon. mem-
ber can say what he proposes to deal with at any time, but
1 am saying that he is anticipating something which has
not yet come down. The hon. member says that a Bill is
coming out of a speech which itis proposed to make today.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Your Honour cannot grant
leave for a notice to be given on your own. I must say that
when one attempts to ensure that no discourtesy to the
House arises in the future, the hon. member objects. All
1 am saying is that the time forgiving notices is now; 1 am
merely signifyingtotheHouse my intentiontoask for leave,
at a later stage, at a time when the Rules do not permit
that to be done, to give notice of this Bill. I do not want
anybody to say later on that we failed to notify the House
of our intention to do so at the time when notice should be
given. That is all I am doing.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: | take it that the hon. mem=
ber is signifying his intention to ask for leave to give no-
tice of this Bill at a later stage.

Hon. W. A, CRAWFOQRD: Yes, Sir.
QUESTIONS
The following Notices of Quesdons were gven:—
Mr. SMITH: To enquire of the Hon. Premier:-
Has the Hon. Premier anything to addtohis statement
in the House that at least five Civil Servants should have

gone home in connection with the award of a Government
contract?

2. Will the Premier state the Ministry concerned, and if
the contract was awarded with the approval of the Minis-

ter?
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3. Will the Premier state why, in his opinion, the Civil
Servants should have *‘gone home''?

Mr. WALCOTT: To enquire of the Minister of Social
Services:-

1. Is the Minister aware that the residents of the parish
of St. Peter have not yet been given a playing-field or so-
cial centre from funds allocated from the Labour Welfare
Fund?

2. Will the Minister state the reasons for thisunreason-
ably long delay?

Mr. WALCOTT: To enquire of the Minister of Com-
munications, Works and Housing:-

1. Is it a fact that residents in the areas of the Ashton
Hall, the Whim and White Hall St. Peter, have been re-
stricted in the installation of domestic water servicesfrom
the Waterworks Department?

2. Will the Minister state what is the reasonfor this re-
striction and whether it applies to all types of domestic
water services including services for taps only?

3.05 p.m.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' NOTICES

Mr. YEARWOOD; Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg to give
notice of the following Resolution:

WHEREAS the Domestic Science Class at St. John's
Mixed School has been closed;

AND WHEREAS because of the cessation of suchclass-
es young women in the parish of St. John have no opportu-
‘nity to avail themselves of the training necessary to qualify
for the scheme of emigrationasdomesticsto Canada spon-
sored by the Government through the agency of the Labour
Department;

BE IT RESOLVED that Government recommence such
Domestic Science Classes as soon as possible,

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On the mofion of Hon, W, 4 C R AWFORD, seconded
by Hon, C, E, TALMA, o Bill to grant an additional
sum of money out of the Public Treasury and appropriate
the sane for the serviceof the Island for the year ended
thirty-first day of March, one thousand, nine hundred

and sixty-three, was read a first time,

On the motion of Hon, W, A CRAWKORD, seconded
by Hon, C, E. TALMA, a Bill © consolidate and revise

the law relating w Trade Unions was read a first time,

On the motion nf Hon, 4 DaC, Edwards, seconded
by Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON, a Bll to amend the Married
Woman’s (Separaion and Maintenance) Act, 1950, uas
read a first time,

On the motion of Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS, seconded
by Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON, a Bill o amend and con-
solidate the law relating to the maintenance of illegiti-
mate children was read a first time,

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on be-
half of the Hon. Premier and Minister of Finance, I beg to
give notice that Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No.
54/1962 asked by the hon. senior member for St. Joseph
regarding inconvenience to the general public at the Re-
gistration Department, is now ready.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Deputy Speaker,]beg to
give notice that the Qral Reply to Parliamentary Question
No. 95/1962 asked by the hon. junior memberfor St. Philip
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regarding installation of water services in the parish of St.
Philip, is now ready.

LEAVE TO MAKE STATEMENT

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 should
like to ask leave of the House to make a statement.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister of Social
Services i{s desirous of making a Statement and is asking
leave to do so.1f thereisno objection, leave will be granted.

There being no objection, leave is granted the Hon.
Minister.

It is very unfortunate that the microphones are not
working. [ know hon. members would be most sympathetic
and would speak in very subdued tones sothat the member
on his feet can be heard.

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the
Statement is as follows:-

STATEMENT BY THE HONOURABLE MINISTER OF
SOCIAL SERVICES ON PROGRESS OF STAFF
REORGANISATION AT THE BARBADOS
GENERAL HOSPITAL

A Committee was appointed on 24th September, 1960,
under the Chairmanship of Dr. Horace Gillette, Medical
Adviser to the now defunct Federal Government, with the
following terms of reference;-

(i) to examine the existing staff structure of the
General Hospital under the following heads -

(a) Medical,
(b) Nursing,
(c) Clerical and Administrative;

(liy To consider the demands now made on the out-
patients clinics;

and

(lii} to make recommendations and to advise the
Minister accordingly.

2, The Report of this Committee was received during the
same month and was laid inthe legislature on 19th Decem~
ber, 1961. The Report recommended the increase of the
Staff of the Hospital by some 30 doctors and 220 nurses in
addition to clerical and ancillary staff of similar propor-
tions.

3. 1 gave immediate consideration to this and two other
Reports concerned with the administration of the Hospital
on assuming office, The financial implications were con-
sidered to be beyond the resources of thisGovernment and
those items which merited priority were selected and re-
quested of the Legislature, Thisaction resultedinthe crea-
tion of the following additional postsby the Civil Establish~
ment (General) (Amendment) (No.5) Order, 1962, whichwas
approved by the Legislature in November, 1962:-

1. Senior Specialist Obstetrician (now Senior
Specialist Obstetrician and Gynaecologist)
2. Registrars
2. Medical Officers
1.  Accountant
1. Hospital Supplies Officer
1. Stenographer
1. Steward
1. Assistant Steward
1. Stores Assistant
1. Laundry Superintendent
3. Laundry Workers
1. Laundry Qperator
2. Assistant Seamstresses
1. Messenger
22, Staff Nurses
11. Medical Secretaries

In addition to the increased staff provided by the Civil
Establishment Order, two additional House Qfficers and
22 StudentNurseswere added tothe strength of the Hospi-
tal since the Report was laid in the Legislature.

4, Some of these posts have already beenfilledand steps
are heing taken to fill the others.

5. Following a8 number of adverse comments in the re-
port, action has been taken to improve the accommodation
at the Nurses' Home and at the Records Department and to
provide improved facilities for Orderlies.”’

1 should like to pause here and point out that prior to
the regime of this Government, Orderlies at the Hospital
were exepcted to go.and wash their faces over a six-inch
pipe on the lawn. ‘

3.15 p.m.

There is another thing, The Nurses in the Nurses
Home were asked to go in the lavatory and sit on the plain
porcelain because the toilets were without any covers or
seats,

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 rise on a point of
order. 1f the Hon. Minister would give way, -

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS: What has the Hon.. member
risen on?

Mr. MILLER: If the Hon. Minister continues to read the
Statement 1 will sit; but if heisallowed to comment on the
Statement, Your Honour cannot stop me. Let him read the
Statement and ] will hear it in silence; but if he comments
on it, he cannot expect to do so without hon. members inter-
jecting.

Hon. A, DaC. EDWARDS: When 1 am finished, the hon.
junior member for St. George is going to push his head in
a bag of shame.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, you cannot allow the
hon. member to comment on the Statement: that is unfair
to me.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will both hon. members give
way? 1 am not begging, but1 am expecting the atmosphere
in the House today and always would be such as you can
expect from responsible members.

1 will hear the Hon. Minister now.

Hon. A, DaC. EDWARDS: “6. Since the action out-
lined above was taken, proposals have been made by the
University of the West Indies for adapting the Barbados
General Hospital, along with two other hospitaisin Jamaica
and Trinidad, as a centre for the clinical teaching of medi-
cal students in training at the University. The proposals
are that teaching should be undertaken in the three major
subjects - medicine, surgery and midwifery, The proposals
will entail the appointment of additional staff and some
change in the scheme of administration of the lnstitution.
Accordingly, the Government inconsultationwith the Uni-:
versity, has secured through the auspices of the World
Health Organisation a team of experts inhospital adminis-~
tration who have recently visited the Island and are at
present preparing their report and recommendations.

7. Some of the benefits to be derived if the proposals
are implemented are —

(1) the appointment by the University of additional
specialists to the staff of the Hospital;

(ii) the presence of fully accredited teaching staff at
this Hospital will attract junior medical officers
who would otherwise have had to continue their
studies in a recognised teaching hospital outside
of Barbados;

(i1i) The hospital patients will have the services of
additional specialists on the staff over and
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above those which Barbados may have beenable
to provide.

8. Other recommendations contained in the Gillette Re-
port will be considered in conjunction with the recommen=-
dations of the team of hospital administrators as soon as
the latter report is received.”

NOTICE OF RESOLUTION

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, ] am asking leave
of this Hon. House to give notice of 8 Resolution in connec-
tion with the Statement which has just been read by the
Hon. Minister of Social Services.

There being no objection, leave was granted the

hon, member,
Mr. CORBIN: The Resolution reads as follows;-

WHEREAS the Report of the Advisory Committee on
Hospital Administration was laid in the House of Assembly
on 19th December, 1961,

AND WHEREAS the Minister of Social Serviceshason
the 7th May, 1963, made a Statement on the action taken
on this Report so far,

BE IT RESOLVED that this House note and approve
such action as has been taken.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Under Private Members’
Business, Order No. 1 standsinthe name of the hon. senior
member for St. Peter: Third reading of a Bill to amend
the Representation of the People Act, 1957. On 30th January
1962, the Bill was read a second time and referred to a
Select Committee,

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, asYour Honour
can see, this matter has been referredtoa Select Commit-
tee which has not yet reported; therefore, I am not in a
position to proceed with this Qrder.

THE YOUNG WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN
ASSOCIATION BILL 1962

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order No. 2 stands in the
name of the hon. junior member for St. George: Third
Reading of a Bill toincorporate the YoungWomen's Chris-
tian A ssociation of Barbados.

On the 6th December, 1962 the Billwasread & second
time and referred to a Select Committee. The Report was
laid on the 11th December, 1962,

Mr. MILLER: As Your Honour has said, the Report
of that Committee has been laid and at this stage | want to
move that it be adopted.

Mr. SMITH: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmad ve
wi thout division,

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, ] now agk that the Bill
be read a third time.
Mr. SMITH: 1 beg to second that.

The quession wes put and resolved in the affimative
without di vision,

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, |1 now agk that the
Bill do now pass. o

Mr. SMITH: 1 beg 10 second that,

The question wasput and resolved in the affirmative

without & vision,

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The nextQrder under Private
Members' Business stands in the name of the hon. junior
member for Christ Church: To move the Third Reading of
a Bill to incorporate the Home for Elderly Gentlemen in
Straitened Circumstances,

Mr. GODDARD: The Committee has not yet reported.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order standsinthe
name of the hon. senior member for St. Michael: To re-
sume debate on a Resolution re.the Operation of the Widows
and Qrphans’ Pension Scheme.

On the 19th March, 1963 the Hon. Minister of Social
Services moved, seconded by the Hon. Minister of Com-
munications that further consideration be postponed. The
hon, senior member for St. Peter spoke.

3.25 p.m.

The Hon. Leader of the House was speaking in con-
nection with this Resolurion when Government Business
was called.

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | am not
ready to continue¢ my remarks on this Resolution,

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, there is one
comment which I would Ifke to make and it is this; it seems
to me that thereis some bamboozling between the hon. sen-
ior member for St. Michael and the Hon. Leader of the
House in connection with thisMeasure, Thisisnot the place
where those hon. members have their own private Rules.
1f the Hon. Leader of theHouseisnot ready to continue his
remarks on this Resolution, then he loseshis right to speak
and we will proceed to deal with the matter. (4S/DES) The
Hon. Leader of the House says that heis not ready to con-
tinue his remarks and you do notaskan hon. member if he
is ready to speak, When the matter comesup, and an hon.
member is not ready to continue his remarks, then he loses
his right te speak. He has come tothe end of the rope in so
far as his speech is concerned.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, if the
hon. member is in the habit of bamboozling with other hon.
members Iin here, 1 am not in that habit. What happened
was that on the last occasion when this matter was before
the House, I remember suggesting that since this matter
came under the portfolio of the Hon. Premier the hon. mov-
er of the motion andthe House itself might naturally prefer
to have him deal with the matter. This is a matter which
affects the Civil Service. ] know thattheHon. Premier has
to be at Government House at 3.30 p.m. of the clock, 1 pre-
sume he is there now, and | presume that he would like the
opportunity to say a few wordsin connectionwith this mat-
ter. That {s my only reason forfailing to join in the debate
today. There has been no preliminary agreement between
the hon. senior member for St. Michael and my self to bam-
boozie in this matter, but 1 do suggest that before the de-
bate is finalised, the Hon. Minister under whose portfolic
the matter falls, might be heard on the motion.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Question! Question|

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: In the absence of any motion
for the postponement of this matter, I will have to put the
question.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the hon. senior
member for St. Michael need not reply. This Order No. 4
under Private Members’ Business is to resume debate on
a Resolution re the operation of the Widows' and Orphans’
Pension Scheme, and if the hon. member i8s not willing to
continue the debate, the only thingtodois for Your Honour
to put the question.

Mr. HUSBANDS: On a point of order. The hon. senfor
member for St. Michael, in whose name thisQrder stands,

obviously has not given the Houge the Impression that ha
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wants to reply. This Resolution is now the property of
this House; it s not the property of the Government. Your
Honour has almost bent backwards in inviting some hon.
member to make a motion for the postponement of this Res-
olution and no hon. member has given any hint of doing so.
The only thing to do now is to put the question in order to
allow proper Parliamentary procedure to go through; other~
wigse there is nothing before the House. The time of the
House is being wasted and Your Honour, asrepresentative
of this House and not the Government, will have to go by
the Rules, Usages and Practices of this Ancient Chamber.
1 say therefore that the question must now be put,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have already intimated that
in the absence of any motion for postponement or for the
further consgideradon of this debate, there will be no al-
ternative than for the question to be put and | will now put
the question.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD; Mr. Deputy Speaker, if it be
the desire of the House that the debate be continued on this
Resolution, 1 certainly will not lose my right further to par-
ticipate in this debate.

Mr. HUSBANDS: On a point of order, Mr. Deputy Speak-
er, the hon. member spoke, sat down, then he got up, went
out and returned to the Chamber and is he now going to
speak again? 1 repeat, the hon. member sat; and rose again.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 take itthat the hon. member
has risen on a point of order.

Mr. HUSBANDS: 1 am saying that the hon. member has
not got the right to speak now, he having spoken and sat
down, he having risenagain, left the Chamberand returned.
What i8 going on now? How canthe hon. member after hav-
ing spoken and resumed his seat and left the Chamber,
speak again now? ] am saying that the hon. member cannot
speak on this matter now.

3.35 p.m.

He has no right to speak; and if he does it, Sir, you
will have to allow every other member to do that too, that
is, to speak, to sit, to rise again, to leave the House, and
to come back in and speak, allin one, each action following
the other as a matter of consequence; andthat cannot hap-
pen. It has never happened in this Chamber for 300 years.
1 have been here for fifteen years and 1 have not seen it at
all.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The point of order has been
made.

Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD: The hon. junior member for
St. Peter hag asked what is going on. 1 want to repeat the
question, but I really want to circumscribe it by asking
what is going on in his mind. Obviously there is something
wrong with him.

Mr. HUSBANDS: That is rudeness, Sir. The hon. mem-
ber has no right to castigate me inthis House; he is out of
order.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: 1 do not want to expatiate on
what | think might be wrong, butl want to ask the hon. mem-
ber when I left the Chamber. 1 have not left this Chamber
at all today.

Mr. HUSBANDS: The hon. member sat, rose, left the
Chamber and returned.

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Certainly, Sir, when the hon.
member for St. Peter, is, shall we say, of sound mind .....

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I must tell the hon. member
that there cannot be any fringes onall these personal things,
1 am not entertaining that. The hon. junior member for St.
Peter rose on a point of order, and amongst other things he
has made one point, and 1 take it the hon. Leader of the
House is answering that point and not replying to other
things not relevant to the questions.

o
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Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: What point am I supposed to
deal with?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. member was saying
that the Leader of the House had spoken and had left the
House, and he cannot speak twice.] will now hear the Lead-
er of the House,

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: The point is this, Mr. Deputy
Speaker; at no stage since this House started have | left
the House.

Mr.DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let meassure theHon. Lead-
er of the House thatthe pointisnot controversial anymore.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Peputy Speaker, if 1 may rise on
a point of order, I think]l was the member who drew to Your
Honour's attention that the Hon. Leader of the House had
indicated to Your Honour thathe was not prepared to con~
tnue with this debate, and I said thatif the Hon. Leader of
the House was not continuing with the debate, that it did not
mean that the debate closes, and that is where the whole
impasse came about. It is purely for Your Honour to de-
cide if you accept the hon. member rising to say that he
did not intend to continue his speech, and my rising on a
point of order. It is for Your Honour to decide whether he
has concluded his speech. If he wants to continue he may
do so, because no one else has spoken since he has,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: That is not the point, Mr.
Deputy Speaker. When the matter was called, 1 said I was
not minded to continue my reply todayandl gave the rea-
sonswhy, but the suggestion was that further debate be post-
poned. Now if this question for postponement is not going
to be put, Mr. Deputy Speaker, and the motion is going to
be for finalising the debate,l am going to exert my right to
speak and nobody at all can stop that.

Mr. WALCOTT: The hon. member should bear in
mind that {f he does not continue, no one can rise now, be-
cause he is the next speaker. If somebody else attempts
to speak on this, he still loses his right to speak. You do
not go backwards, and say that*‘‘Asl did not speak 1 am go-
ing to speak now.’’ He will have to make the motion him-
self or let somebody else make it; but that will have to be
the position.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: That is so elementary that ]
cannot understand the reason for having this debate at all.
I rose so that 1 do not lose my right to speak. That is all
there is to it, and] am going to make the motion now which,
if carried, preserves my right to continue to speak when
the debate resumes, and the motion is that further debate
be postponed,

Hon. C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question uas put and resolved in the affimative
without division,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
stands in the name of the hon. junlor member for St. Jo-
seph; to resume debate on a Resolution relative to the in-
creased cost to peasants of the harvesting of their crops.
Further consideration of this Resolution was postponed on
the motion of the Hon. Leader of the House seconded by
the Hon, Minister of Social Services.

Hon. C, E, TALMA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this par-
ticular Resolution was postponed by virtue of the Sugar En-
quiry which is being conducted. The Enquiry shall be re-
convened on the 20th of this month, and] am therefore mov-
ing that further consideration be postponed.

Hon. G, G, FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affma-~
tive uithout division,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
stands in the name of the hon. junior member for St. Thom-~
as: to move the passing of a Resolution relative to the erec-
tion of a Dispensary in St. Thomas. That hon. member is
not in his place. The same thing applies to Order No. 8.




Order No. 9 stands in the name of the hon. junior mem-
ber for Bridgetown: to move the passing of a Resolution
relative to the degree course to be instituted at the pro-
posed University College in Barbados.

RESOLUTION Re DEGREE COURSE AT PROPOSED
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE IN BARBADOS

Mr. LYNCH:Mr. Deputy Speaker, in view of the fact
that an assurance has already been given that Government
is prepared to admit students for the degree course at the
proposed University College who possess five passes at
Ordinary Level, and in view of the fact that Government
apparently agrees in every respect with the Resolution
which ] tabled, 1 now ask for permission to withdraw this
Resolution.

3.45 p.m.

L eave was granted the hon, member to withdraw the
Resolution,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of Private
Members’ Business stands in the name of the hon. junior
member for St. Joseph: to move the passing of a Resolution
re.the appointment of a Committee toinvestigate the entire
running of the Northern District Council.

ORDER NO. 12 WITHDRAWN

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, before you call
the next Order, 1 would like to be able to get your per-
mission to regularize the Qrder Paper. In view of the fact
that Qrder No. 10 is likely tobe debated, I am asking Your
Honour's permission towithdraw OrderNo. 12 which stands
in my name because the Government gave notice of a Bill
today which deals with the same thing; and as you cannot
have two Orders dealing withthe same matter on the Qrder
Paper, 1 am asking leave to withdraw Order No. 12.

There being no objection, leave was granted the

hon, member,

COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE RUNNING OF
NORTHERN DISTRICT COUNGIL

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Resolution reads
as follows:~

BE 1T RESOLVED that the House of Assembly view
with great concern the statement made by a Councillor at
a meeting of the Northern District Council on the 14th
March, 1963, and the alleged irregularities that areexist-
ing therein;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Government
be asked to appoint a committee to investigate the entire
running of the Northern District Council.

Sir, this matter is causing great concernto the North.
As Your Honour would know, the Vestry System was changed
over to the Local Government system, and from the time
the change was made the taxes soared highly in that area
and all over the island. Butatthe same time taxpayers are
still wondering to know what has caused the people in the
Northern area to pay such a high rate of taxation and yet
nothing has been done commensurate with the increase
in taxation.Itisafacfthat the former Vestries used to car-
ry out their workineach parishascheaply as they possibly
could and tried to keep the administrative costs as low as
possible. There are certain thingswhich are being done now
in the various Councils which taxpayershave to pay for but
which in former days under the Vestry system used to be
done for nothing.

Sir, there are a few irregularities exjsting under the
Northern District Council. You have some people who are
interfering with the professional duties of persons in the
area, and ] feel thatthatisgoingtoo far. When a particular
individual can give an order to override that of a doctor, 1
think that is going too far.Inotherwords, if a doctor gives
an order and an individualcomes behind the doctor and
gives another order, there is the possibility of some one
losing his life.

TR e ————— ]

Sir, it isafactthat some Councillorsdo not understand
the running of a particular institution or they do not take
time off to familiarise themselves with the rules and reg-~
ulations and they try to pass their own views, which isa
wrong thing to do. There are sometaxpayerswho are very
much dissatisfied with the taxes which they haveto pay and
they find out that nothing is being done for their money, as
1 have said just now. In other words, they are only paying
the taxes, but they do not know or cannot say how their mon-~
ey is being spent,

We have had a casewhichl have heard about at a part~
icular institution where a doctor gave {nstructions to the
Matron not to allow a particular patient to leave the insti~
tution except someone was prepared to come and be re~
sponsible for the particular patient when he was out of the
Institution, and it is alleged that a Councillor went into the
same institution and gave instructions that this particular
padent must go. Whether or not it was the doctor or the
Councillor, the patient was dischargedanda couple of days
after the patient was found in a canefield dead.

Sir, if we are to sit and allow such things to hap-
pen, well, thatis one life gone now: but you can expect more
lives to go as a resultbecausel take it that if the doctor is
responsible for the running of the institution, sofar as his
professional duties are concerned, then nooneasa layman
has any right of questioning or giving other orders counter
to the doctor's orders.

Sir, 1 have also understood that a Councillor of the
same Northern District Council tried to fix the hours of
attendance of the doctor. He was trying to state what time
the doctor was to come in and when he was to leave the
Institution. That is a very serious thing. It is a very ser-
ious thing for a layman to fly in the face of a professional
man to tell him what time he must come to work and what
time he must go. There are two people whom, while 1 am
not altogether afraid of them, I highly respect and will do
nothing to annoy or embarrass. They are my doctor and my
cook. As soon as you interfere with your doctor or your
Cook, you are looking for trouble; youaretrying to provide
a better living for an undertaker.

3.55 p.m.

When you find a Council doing such things, then the
people are bound to suffer.

Another thing isthat members of the Councilare trying
to fix the hours for the Public Assistance Officer, That is
another serious thing. Such an officer has to work at any
time just like a doctor because you can call upon him at
any time. If you are specifying or limiting the times of the
Public Assistance Officer, itwill meanthatwhenhe has put
in hishoursof workand goeshome, he is not supposed to go
and answer a call, andthere isthe possibility of the patient
suffering until the next day when the time arrives for this
Officer to appear at his office, I do not think that you can
compel a Public Assistance Officer to be meetingany par-
ticular time. There are poor people whoarenot in a posi-
tion to call a doctor on their own because the wherewithal
is not there, Imagine this Public Assistance Qfficer going
home at 4 o’clockand, saythatat5 o’clock, somebody calls
him to gotoa patient| The rulesare that before that Officer
can send a doctor to a particular patient, he has first to go
and investigate the case. He is supposed tobe out of office
at 4 o'clock and it may be 5 o’clock when he is called upon
to visit a particular patient. It may be a case of a woman
in travail for that matter and the particular person is told
by the Officer; ‘‘Well, I will come tomorrow morning at

8 o’clock.”

This is a serious matter, Whenwe come against mem-
bers of a particular Council trying to do these things, then
the people will suffer. 1 am saying it is high time thatwhen
people are doing these things the Government should be
called upon to set up an enquiry into the working of this
particular Council for the benefit of the poorer classes of
people who are notabletocallina doctor on their own, and
find out what is responsible for members of the Council to
be interfering with the professional duties or the pro-
fessional administration of a particular infirmary or in-
stitution. All of that should be investigated in order to set
everything inits right perspective, and to get things working

,
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smoothly as before. 1 have referred to the old Vestry sys-
tem and [ say that with that system we never had anything
of this sort, The old Vestry systemhasworked well as far
as administration is concerned. What I am concerning my-
self with is not so much the high rate of taxation because
we have to pay taxes according to the high cost of living;
but when the taxes are collected the money should be spent
wisely.

It is a known fact that the oldVestry system or the old
Vestrymen always tried to make things go as far as they
possibly could andwe alwayshadharmony existing through-
out the particular parish as far as administration is con-
cerned, both professinal and otherwise; but today the tax-
payers, or most of the people who have to depend upon
such services, are not getting 100 per cent benefit and it is
our duty as representatives of the peopleto say what is the
trouble. Something is wrong: and the only way in which we
can find out what is wrong is to have an investigation into
the matter and get the records put straight. It is of no use
when the taxpayers are dissatisfiedandalltheycan do is to
pay the taxes. They should know whatisreally the trouble;
they should even know what is responsible for the high
rate of taxationwhich obtainstoday, although one can clear-
ly see it.

On the other hand, there are expenses which are in-
curred now but which were never incurred during the time
of the Vestry. The Vestry used to work at a great sacri-

. fice; they did everything for nothing and they tried

to make a very good job of what they did. But today things
speak for themselves because no sooner than the Vestry
was abolished, up went the taxes; therefore something 18
wrong there. I am submitting that, regardless of how much
or how little the old Vestry system was doing before, it
is quite certain that we were getting much better services
during the time when they were in operation than what we
are getting now. I repeat, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that the
Vestry used to work at a great sacrifice, but they tried to
make a very good job of everything they tried to do.
4.05 p.m.

Sir, the Vestrymen before that day only had at their
disposal a very small amount of money, and they used to
make sure that they would not have to go back and tax the
people again in any one year, As far as L.ocal Government
is concerned, there ismore thanone parish which has to be
always asking for more mongy to reimburse a particular
vote which hasalready been overspent. That isanother case
which should be investigated immediately, because if there
are three or four, and sometimes six parishesin a particu~
lar area, andtwo orthreeare always over-spending, some-
thing is wrong, and we should protect the others that are
not over-spending, and by so doing we willbe protecting the
taxpayers at the same time.

As 1 said, Sir, all is not well asfarasthe administra-
tion is concerned or asfarasthetaxpayers are concerned.
1 cannot speak fully on the matter, Sir, becausel am a
member of a Council, and 1 should not try to embarrass
other members; yet 1 have to protect the taxpayers and the
people who sent me there. I am asking for this protection
by asking this Government to investigate the running of the
Northern District Council. I would have been able to talk
much longer on this matterif] wasoutside the Council, and
with the knowledge I have 1 wouldbe able to speak in a dif-
ferent tone; but 1 am doing my duty by letting the Govern-
ment know that itistime for aninvestigation to put matters
straight. We should do something like that becauseall is not
well,

Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 begtomove thatthis Resolution,
do now pass.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, in seconding this
Resolution, 1 begin at the outset by saying that when an hon.
member of this House, especially onewhoisalsoa member
of a District Council, introduces such a Resolution in-
voking the aid of this House to set up a Committee of En-
quiry to investigate whathe, from his knowledge and exper=-
ience, regards as a matter of public dissatisfaction,l think
this Chamber should regarditina very serious light. I have
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had the experience of listening in this Chamber to a very
lengthy debate on one particular occasioninwhichl remem-
ber the Government was asked to come to assistance in a
matter which concerned a particular Vestry. I donot think,
knowing the hon. member who moved this Resolutionas I do,
that he is being actuated by any light motive, He is an ex-
perienced Parliamentarian and a very experienced mem-
ber in Local Government.

Now, Sir, the hon. member has made twomajor points.
One is that a particular doctor inthe service of the North-
ern District Council, during the discharge of his functions
in medical administration at a particular institution, has
been crossed by a lay member of the Northern District
Council. Now that isnota matter tobe regarded very light-
ly at all. 1 have heard rumours of this same interference,
but now we have it onthe authority of the hon. junior mem-
ber for St. Joseph given to us in this Chamber. It must be
very frustrating to a medical man whenhe gives an order,
to have alaymantohis profession give a counter order; and
if such incidents were to be repeated,] am very, very sure
that we would have something approaching a civil distur-
bance in this Island if it weretreated on a great scale; and
1 take it anhonourto second this Resolution and to add what
I can to the arguments put forwardby the Hon. Introducer,
and to bring more forcibly before this House how serious
such a situation might become.

The hon. member has opened our eyes. This might be
just a sign of the times. 1 remember on one occasion when
in a particular Vestry an application for a local Medical
Officer went out, and the call was answered by a single
applicant.

4,15 p.m.

Now, Sir, when members of the medical profession hear
that in a particular parish of the NorthernDistrict a doctor
of medicine can give an administrative orderanda layman
can come and turn that order upside downand give a counter
order, that is no inducement to members of the medical
profession to apply for such posts. As a matter of fact, |
understand that in the Northern District Council there are
only two medical men who are appointed and ] think the
other four are holding acting appointments. If that sort of
behaviour continuestoincrease onthe part of Councillors —
I think they call themselves Councillors — I would not be
surprised if in the very near future they would have to put
up with all acting appointments which would be terminable
at short notice. Anyone would know what that would lead
up to. Obviously, it would lead uptoinattention to the poor.

Therefore, when a member of the Northern District
Council, who is8 a member of this House of Assembly gets
on the floor of this Chamber and makes that statement, I
think every hon. member should begin to think and think
seriously, and | think members of the Government should
see the need for setdng up a Committee of Enquiry to in-
vestigate into the working of the Northern District Council.

The hon. junior member for St. Josephhasalso stated
that as far as Public Assistance isconcerned, the hours of
duty ofa particular Public Assistance QOfficer are not really
conducive to serving the poor of the parish to which he is
appointed. When a member of the Northern District Council
makes that statement on the floor of this House that is a
serious matter and I do not think thatwould need any extra
urge for the Government to set upa Committee of Enquiry
to investigate into the working of the Northern District
Council.

1 was patiently awaiting for the hon, junior member for
St. Joseph to state more instances thanthosetwo, because
1 have heard more rumours. He did not say that the present-
day members of the Council are spendthrifts, butl am going
to tell you now of a rumour which 1 have heard as regards
travelling allowances. 1 understand that some members go
out of their way to get increases of travelling allowances.
As a matter of fact, one particular member of that District
Council, I understand, chooses to put his address a suffi-
cient number of miles away from his place of residence in
order that more travelling allowance may accrue to him.
That is what I have heard and it has not been whispered to




me. 1 am sure hon. members of this Chamber who are
members of the Northern District Council, Your Honour not
excepted, know much more about that than I. If it is true
that a member of the Northern District Council who lives
in Rock Hall, St. Thomas, canputhisaddress as Free Hill,
Black Rock, St. Michael, in order that he may draw more
money as travelling allowance, thatis seriousbusinessand
that is enough for the Government to look into the matter of
how travelling allowances are provided. Of course, the hon.
junior member for St. Joseph is still a member of the
Northern District Council and | think he too gave a hint that
he was holding back something. I have nothing to hold back.

Sir, for those three reasons, two which the hon. junior
member for St. Joseph has introduced and one which I have
brought to the attention of the House and which is a very
persistent rumour, I think they are sufficient grounds for
the Governmentto conduct an enquiry into the working of the
Northern District Council,

As far as taxation is concerned, Sirl look on thatin a
businesslike way. if people wantimproved servicesand they
clamoured originally for them, they have to expect in-
creased expenditure. A voice has asked me what are the
increased services. | do think, if 1 reflect, that there are a
few new services added since the inauguration of the Local
Government Act and I think some increasedexpenditure has
accumulated since the Local Government system has re-
placed theoldVestry system.lamnotin a position as those
who are members of the District Council to know the fig-
ures. I am not a member of any District Council. Those
hon. members would know the additional taxation and the
new services, and itisfor themtoweigh the two to see how
good a job they can make of the entire matter. Therefore, I
am not going to make any reference to taxation because I
do not know anything of the expenditure. People are today
clamouring for new servicesandimproved services; there-
fore, they have to accept increased taxation.

Sir, I think there are other hon. members of this Cham-
ber who might want to speak on this Resolution. They are
more familiar with the working of L.ocal Government than
1 am. As a matter of fact, they are more familiar with the
working of the Northern District Councilthan] am andI am
sure what {s known to the hon. junior member for St. joseph
may be also known to other members of the Northern Dis-
trict Council who are members of this House. 1 think he
should be complimented for bringing tothe attention of this
House what he considersare matterswhich affect the public
and which affect the poor and are not in the interest of the
best working of the Northern District Council. I also think
that the subject matter on which he has spoken is serious
enough to invite the attention of the Governmentto have an
enquiry conducted into the matter.

Mr, CORBIN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this Resolutionasit
stands before us today is in connection with seeking an in-
vestigation into the running of the Northern District Council
of which I myself am a member.

Firstly, 1 want to say that doctorsare not responsible
for running of institutions. That is what I heard the hon.
junior member for St. Joseph say.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I rise on a point of
order. Am 1 correct in saying thatthehon. senior member
for St. Andrew has said that | said that the doctor is not
responsible for running the institution?

Mr. CORBIN: 1 am sayingthatheisnot responsible for
the running of the institution.
4.25 p.m.

That is what 1 said, He isnot responsible for the run-
ning of the Institution; he is responsible for the sick people
who have been admitted by him to the institution. Where any
person goes to the doctorand the doctor finds that he is
sick and is unable to take care of himself, it is the doctor’s
prerogative to admit that persontothe institution; it is also
the doctor’s prerogative to discharge any person from the
institution. On the other hand, if any other person has been
admitted to the institution for care, it isthe sole preroga-

tive of the Guardians Committee to discharge sucha person.
The doctor has no partinthe administration of that matter,
1 amsure that the hon. junior memberfor St. Joseph can say
that the St. Joseph Almshouse is being run very smoothly
and | am also certain that that is the case with St. Andrew
and St. Peter. We didhave some worriesat St. Thomas, but
we have gone intotheadministrationand we have corrected
what was wrong. We have pointed out that it is not within
the prerogative of any Councillor to interfere with those who
have been admitted to the institution. ] am sure that no
Councillor can go to the institution and interfere with the
powers of the doctors who have admitted people there,

The hon. mover of the passing of this Resolution knows
that we have a case now to be investigated in relation to
the same matter. The expenses of the Northern District
Council are high and we surely know thatthey will be higher
still. Why is that? It is because the cost of foodstuffs has
gone up and we have more people going into the institutions
than we have ever had; and we have to buy more clothes
for them. We have to payincreased salariesto the Nurses,
we have topay greaterwater ratesand we have to pay more
for the commodities which are needed in the institutions.
Where is this money to come from?It must come out of the
pockets of the taxpayers. Through our taxation, we are
contributing to the poor people who have worked so hard;
therefore 1 am saying that the taxation will go up.

At this stage, it being now 4,30 pon, of the clock,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is now 4,30 p.m. of the
clock, the time when the consideration of Private Mem-
ber’s Business come to an end.

DOCUMENT

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before we proceed to the
consideration of Government Business, 1 have the honour
to inform the House that 1 have received the following
Document:

* GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
BARBADOS

7th May, 1963.

Your Honour,

1 have the honour to advise youthatin accordance with
the provisions of Section 4 (b) of the Boundaries Commis-
sion Act, 1962-41, I have appointed Sir Frank Holder,
CM.G., Q.C,, to be Deputy Chairman of the Commission
in accordance with the advice of the Premier.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 4 (c) of
the same Act, 1 have appointed the Honourable W, A, -
Crawford, M.C.P., Senior Member for $t. Philip, and Mr.
Russell Lowe, M.C.P,, Senior Member for St George, as
the two members of the General Assembly onthe Commis-
sion, in accordance with the advice of the Premier.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 4 (d) of

the same Act, I have appointed Mr. E.D. Mottley, C.B.E., .

M.C.P., as the Member of the General Assembly on the
Commission, in accordance with the advice of the Leader

of the Opposition.
I have the honour to be,
Your Honour,
Your Honour's obedient servant,

JOHN STOW
Governor.

HIS HONOUR THE SPEAKER
OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. "

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Under ‘‘Government Busi-

ness’’, the first Order of the D&y standsin the name of the
Hon. Leader of the House:~ To move the passing of a Re-
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solution to approve the Agreement between Hilton Hotels
International Incorporated and the Barbados Development
Board.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker,1beg to
move that the first Qrder of the Day under Government
Business be the Budget Statement and the Financial Pro-
posals relating thereto.

Hon. C, E, TALMA: | beg to second that.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, before the ques-
don is put, ] should like to say this: 1 do not understand what
the hon. member means by that, Thatisnot an Item on the
Order Paper; if it is an item on the Qrder Paper I would
like to-have a direction as to what Order it is. We have on
the Order Paper under Government Business, Order No.l
which is to move the passingof a Resolution to approve the
Agreement between Hilton Hotels International Incorpora~
ted and the Barbados Development Board. The second Order
is the Third Reading of a Bill further to amend the Bank
Holidays Act, 1905, and the Third Order is the Second
Reading of a Bill further to amend the Bank Holidays Act,
1905. What the hon. member wantstodonow is not an Item
on the Order Paper and I am submitting that the procedure
should be set in order. Let us get things in their right
perspective; as] say, there is no such order on the Qrder
Paper asthe Budget Statement and the Financial Proposals
relating thereto.

Hon. W. A, CRAWFQORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, youwill
recall that earlier today | gave notice of my intention to
ask for leave to deal with this matter. I am now carrying
out the motion in accordance with the statement whichl
made earlier, that is to say, I am asking for leave to make
the Budget Statement and Financial Proposals relating
theretothe first Order of the Day under Government Busi~
ness and I am also asking leave to give notice of two Bills
and a Resolution of which notice wasnot given earlier today.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am not object-
ing to that, but ] do not want the hon. member to mix up
two things. Today, the hon. member was giving notice of
his intention to ask leave to give notice of a Bill. The hon.
member never informed the House that itwashis intention

to givenotice that OrderNo. 1 under Government Business
would be the Budget Statement and the Financial Proposals
in connection therewith,
4.35 p.m.

1 want to make it clear as that was not on the Order
Paper and it was not done, it should be done in order that
the Rules and Procedure of the House be adhered to strict-
ly. AfterallweareinParliamentandwe cannot run Parlia-
ment like an ordinary rum shop.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. Leader of the
House has asked leave to make the Budget Speech and
Financial Statements, the First Order of the Day under
Government Business, and if there is no objection leave

- will be granted,

There being no objection, leave is granted.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND BUDGET PROPOSALS

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 shall lay
the first part of these Budgetary Proposals in the form of
an economic survey of the Barbadoseconomy in 1962. This
will be printed and circulated, 1t is not my intention, how-
ever, to read or to quote from the economic survey, butl
am asking leave, perhaps, to make an introduction so that
Your Honour will be in a position to say whether leave
should be granted or not. I could easily have incorporated
these proposals in the Budget Speech, but one has to attack
and separate the tares from the wheat,

The purpose of thiseconomic survey, Mr. Deputy Speak-
er, of the Barbados economy in 1962, isto provide a back-
ground picture of general trends in the economy of the is-
land against which the budget proposals for the year 1963-64
can be more clearly viewed and appreciated. Asitis
necessary in a developing country like Barbados, where
Government’s fiscal policy is aimed at providing aninfra-

structure and pre-conditions for take-off from a period of
stagnation that the members of the general public, as well
as members of the Legislature and the more politically
sophisticated should be kept fully informed, the survey has
been presented without an abundance of statistical tables,
and with the minimum use of technical terms. For the
business man and research student who may desire more
precision, we recommend the publications of the Barbados
Statistical Service, since in ordertomeetthe dateline of the
budget, no accurate check could be made onthe out-turn
figures so soon after the close of the financial year,

In keeping with the usual practice, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
neither copies of the economic survey nor of the Budget
Speech will be available even if thereisan original copy of
the latter,

Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1962 was a critical year for the
economy of the Island, but the Government facedthe situa-
tion it had inherited with determination, and, although there
are still many difficulties, confidence in the ability of the
Government to tackle and overcome them has never been
higher. Qur high financial reputation, a most valuable asset,
was in grave danger: it has been preserved and strength-
ened.

The success of our London loan inDecember last, the:
immediate oversubscription of the loans offered locally in
January and February, 1963, and the collection of revenue
of $28 1/3 million for the year 1962-63 as against current
expenditure of $28 1/3 million in the financial year are in-
dications of what has been achieved.

Between the end of March, 1959, and the end of March,
1961, deposits in the commercial banks rose by less than
$1 1/2 million. Since thenthey have risen by $9 1/3 million.
At the end of March, 1961, loansandadvances by the com-
mercial banks totalled $48 million; they now total little over
$39 million. The fall in depositsinthe Government Savings
Bank — they fell by $2 millionin 1961 — has been arrested,
and there are now signs of a slight improvement.

These are all sound facts: but it would be unwise to
imagine that a great deal more has not to be done by the
Government to lay firm financial foundationsfor the kernel
of the East Caribbean nation we are now building.

The essence of our financial strategy isthatas regards
spending we should be able to withdraw to prepared posi-
tions when the pressure onour resourcesis too great, but
that we should always be ready to attack with all the re-
sources we can muster when an opportunity for expansion of
the economy presents itself. Above all, we must plan to
stand on our own feet, as we, in Barbados, have done
throughout our history.

We are not unmindful of the interest shown in us from
time to time by the agencies of certain Governments, but
all too often there proves to be nothing tangible behind it —
perhaps I should say — other than pious expressions of
goodwill. However, 1 make no apology for the approaches
which I propose to make to the Governments of Canada and
Great Britain, countries which are intimately linked with
us by history,

The failure of the negotiations between the United King-
dom and the European Economic Community towards the end
of January, 1963, was a relief, but we are watching the
position very carefully. It is becoming clearer every day
that we stood nothing to gain by becoming an appendage of
General de Gaulle's Europe on his terms. Now the ‘‘Ken~-
nedy round'’ of trade talks with the object of reducing
tariffs is beginning not very successfully. Reductions of
tariff undoubtedly lead to expansion of trade, and we wel~
come any reductions in the tariffs of the giant nations or
groups of nations. The economy of this Island ~ and this
group of Islands — can be developed substantially only by
our producing goods for sale abroad. Qur home market is
small. However, we are not content to remain in the position
we have always been inthe past, importing most of what we
consume. In 1962 the total value of our exports and re~
exports was only $42.5 million, while our total imports
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cost $83.9 million, I propose that this huge gap should be
closed by local production and that, inadditionto the local
market, we should look to markets abroad and the market
afforded by visitors to the Island. It should now be clear
why we are devoting so much time to the establishment of
industries, the development of agriculture and marketing,
the improvement of external communicationsand the build-
ing of hotel accommodation.

Perhaps one of the drawbacks has been the relative
cheapness of imported commodities. If we aretoenter ex~
port markets with our products, we must keep down the cost
of production, and strive to improve their quality. Because
of the larger home markets of the foreign manufacturers
who sell us their surplus produce, such manufacturersen-
joy advantages over personswho establishindustrieshere.
1 propose, therefore, that local industries should be pro-
tected from unfair competition abroad. 1 also urge the
people of this Island to take pride in buying commodities
produced here, In nine cases out of ten the Barbadian ar-
ticle is better thanthatimported, beitcarrots, beer, hand-
bags or clothing. 1f the wholesalers and retailers do not
soon give preference always to Barbadian products, the
Government will take measures to persuade themtodo so.
At this stage ] simply give a warning. It will be far better
if they and the public give me their whole-hearted suppcrt in
a campaign to buy Barbadian goods and produce becsuse
they are better. In a short time I hope to be able t¢ extend
this slogan to goods and produce of the group of isiards
with which Barbados is to be associated. Price controls en
local produce will be relaxed immediately.

4.45 p.m.

In one very important respect our terms of trade have
improved recently. The world price of sugar has reached
the figure of (£70) $336 a ton. This is largely due to the
Cuban situation and poor crops in certain countries. 1
think we ought to remember that sugar is not a tropical
product; it isa product whichisproducedwith equal facility
in temperate climes as well as our own. Fortunately our
own crop is now estimated at 188,000 tons (an increase of
8,000 on the original estimate) and we should derive some
benefit from the increase in the world price. Most of the
crop has, however, already been sold at the negotiated price,
and we have to supply our own needs.

Last year the expansion of the touristtradewas great-
er than in 1961, 44,258 tourists arrived in the Island —~ an
increase of 7,198 as against 1,525 in the previous year. In
the first quarter of 1963, 14,161 tourists came here as
compared with 12,323 in the same periodlast year. This is
the sector of our economy which can be expanded most
rapidly, and the recent intensified activity of the Tourist
Board and the agreement 1 have signed with Hilton Hotels
to build a hotel to be operatedbyHilton here indicated how
forcefully the Government is pursuing a policy of develop=
ing the tourist industry.

I have already indicated how essential it is that we
should, as far as possible, meet the needs of this industry
in food and other commodities produced locally. Already
some of the capital goods — such as bricks — required by
the industry are being produced in the 1sland.

How necessary it is to find employment for our people
in Barbados is emphasised by the population figures. In
1961 there had been a slight fall in the population because
of migration. Last year there was a net increase of 3,422
in the estimated population, which rose to 245,077. The
natural increase was 4,767; there were 129 more births
and 294 less deaths than inthe previousyear. It is probab-
ly true to say that the problem of a rapidly rising birth
rate is being solved inthislsland, for, despite the increase

in births recorded in 1962, the number of births in that
year was less than that in 1952. The number of deaths, |

however, fell much more steeply. Net migration fell from
4,963 to 1,345, In the future, with the approach of federa-
tion, we must expect increased migration to Barbadosfrom
our sister 1slands. Such a situation should not be met with
fear but with regional planning. We must not treat those Is-
lands as poor relations: we must give them freely the
benefits of our knowledge, experience and development. In
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return this community will reap the benefit of a considera~
ble expansion of its economy.

There was again a slight increase in the retail price
index, but the rise was even lessthanin the previous year,
only 1.6 points, whichislessthanl 1/2%, As other countries
continue to follow more and more a wages and incomes
policy to combat inflation and to make their costs compe-
titive, we shall have to watch carefully any factors which
may increase the cost of production here. Already the cost
of Government services is being strictly controlled. If the
economy of the island is tomakea leap forward, every one
of us must make some sacrifice. Retail prices here com-
pare favourably with those in the otherlslands of the group
with which we are about to associate, except perhaps in one
or two instances where we make the articlesourselves. In
Antigua and St. Vincent rice is 17 cents a pound; in M-
serrat the price is 19 cents. In Barbados it is sold at
11 cents per pint. The factisthat we, in Barbados, are sub-
sidising the British Guiana producer.

1 have heard one eminent Trade Unionist claim that we
are subsidising low wageswhen we dothat, the theory being
that whenever you have to subsidise a commodity like rice,
then the people are not paid subsistence wagesbecause they
cannot buy food out of their own pockets, This is a theory
with which 1 entirely agree and I think this learned gentle-
man and ]l are agreed on many other things although not on
all,

Now this subsidy to British Guiana is one of the items
in our budget, and we might now have a look at the pro-
visional figures of the Treasury out-turn for the last fj-
nancial year 1962-63; but before I do so, I should like to
allay any fears which the populace has about the rice
shortage. As Your Honour knows, there isageneral strike
in British Guiana, but 1 am sure that there are supplies of
rice available in this Island at least until the end of the
month and this is notany shortenedperiodat all. It is quite
possible that we will get additional shipments before the
end of the month.

It should be emphasized that they are not the final
figures, but they give a goodindication of the out~turn. Cur-
rent expenditure was $28,353,000; revenue was $28,336,000.
The deficit on these figures was $17,000, whichis negligi-
ble ~ so that my impositions in June last have been amply
justified, 1 was, if anything, over-cautious in budgeting for
a deficit of $133,000. If I may say so myself, never in the
history of this lsland had a budget worked with so much
mathematical precision as to whether the people were
over-taxed or under-taxed. We will remember that under
the ancien regime that the usual amount of overtax rode
happily on the waves of $2 million of $3 million a year. 1
regret that I have undertaxed by $17,000 this year, butl
tried to rectify it in this budget,

Capital expenditure 1962-63 hasbeen $7,644,000 which
refutes any charges of extravagance.” Of this amount,
$1,249,000 has been charged to surplus balances and
$392,000 to the Labour Welfare Fund, we have received
$1,837,000 from Colonial Development and Welfare Funds
and $4,166,000 has been chargeable to Loan Account.

The General Revenue Balance was reduced from
$3,483,000 to $2,217,000 during the financial year; and
loans totalling $7,161,250 were raised in the period.

The whole picture is of solid financial achievement in
difficult circumstances.
4.55 p.m.

Details of Revenue collectedin 1962-63areasfollows:~

Customs Dutdes ,, .. $11,144,000
Excise Duties e e 2,210,000
Income Tax o e 8,997,000
Other Receipts .. .. 5,985,000

Total .

$28,336,000

At 31st March, 1963, the Public Debt was $34,398,978.
This is a formidable amount, but in addidon, advances

.
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pending the raising of loans amounted to $5 million. To the
extent that this money hasbeen spent on productive develop-
ment, there need be no apprehension; and 1 wish to assure
the House that the Capital votesto the amount of $13,824,000
on loan account whichhave beenapproved will only be spent
with strict control.

A local loan of $1 million has just been announced by
the Treasury, and even people with only $49 to invest would
be well advised to take advantage of its favourable terms.
The running yield will be nearly 7 per cent.

There is one thing I would like to see started ir this
1sland — a National Savings Movement. Such 8 movement
has been of immense value in other countries. I feel sure,
however, that such a movement is much stronger where it
i. a voluntary movement, as in the United Kingdom; and 1
am considering inviting a few interested persons in the
community to form a Committee to promote savings. The
Government would give such a Committee full support and
assistance; but first ] would like to have the general public
reaction to this proposal.

While it may be necessary to obtain loans from abroad
to initiate certain projects, such as theHiltonHotel, which
will **prime the economic pump'’, it is in the long run
greatly to our advantage to raise as much as possible of
our loan requirements locally. This is sofromthe balance
of payments viewpoint, that of the Revenue and, indeed, for
the good of the general economy.

At this juncture } do not propose to deal with the
statutory undertakings which are owned by us. There is a
strong committee examining the working of the Transport
Board; a world famed expert has examined problems re-
garding housing and his report is awaited; I may add thatl
have received his first interim report this morning. The
Natural Gas Corporation is consolidating its position. I
would repeat, however, that there is no reason why the
general taxpayer, and thisincludes very poor people, should
subsidize a service which would pay for itself and make a
profit if it were operated by private persons.

Let us now consider the Treasury prospects for 1963~
64. Despite the more favourable sugar crop position, 1 am
not at this stage prepared to put before the House estimates
of revenue any different from these which arealready in the
hands of members. The estimated Revenue of $29,280,443
is exceeded by the estimated Expenditure on Current
Account) of $30,508,515 by $1,228,072. These are the
figures in the Approved Estimates which have been laid to-
day. As 1 have already mentioned, of the $15,443,669 au-
thorised in the Capital Estimates, $13,823,992 aretocome
from loans. It is therefore essential that we should demon-
strate our ability and willingness to meet the difference
between Revenue and Current Expenditure.

The principal measureswhichl propose should be taken
to balance our budget are: consumption taxes on aerated
and mineral water, cigarettes and gasolene; and reduction
of the rice subsidy. 1 shall also propose other measures to
improve our position.

About 50 million bottles of aerated and mineral water
are drunk inthislslandina year, and it is not unreasonable
to ask the people who imbibe these beveragesto contribute
one cent oneach bottle to the Revenue. To give effect to this
proposal a consumption duty of 16 cents a gallon will be
imposed with effect from tomorrow.

On cigarettes I propose a consumption tax of two cents
on a packet of ten.

On gasolene the tax is to be five cents a gallon. This
additional tax will also apply to other petroleum distillates,
except kerosene, used in the Island.

1 am conscious of the fact that there are two grades of
gasolene used in motor vehicles in this island. I have fid~
dled about, if I may use thatterm, with a greater tax on the
premium ga solene than on the ordinary variety of gasolene,
but 1 have been advised that legally thatwould be extremely
difficult and tricky to implement. Therefore, the tax on
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gasolene is five centsa gallonwhich willmake the increase
from 65 centsa gallonto 70 centsa gallon in the case of the
ordinary grade of gasolene, and in the case of the premium
grade the increase will be from 73 cents to 78 cents. t am
satisfied from the expression on the face of the hon. junior
member for St. Joseph that] have fixed-it-right. (Laughter).

These taxes are collectible from tomorrow. If theex-
tra amounts are charged on commodities re-sold the pro-
ceeds must be paid into Revenue.In other words, there will
be large numbers of retailers who will have considerable
quantities of gasolene in their storage tanks, but we have a
means of gauging and testing the amount of gasolene from
tomorrow so that the difference willnotinure to the benefit
of the retailer but to the benefit of the Treasury of this
Island.

It is estimated that the se taxes should yield $930,000 in
a full year or about $835,000 in the remainder of the cur-
rent financial year.

1f you will bear with me, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 should
like to quote from afiscal survey of Barbados by Professor
C. B. Beasley, the Economic Adviser to the Comptroller
for Development and Welfare in the West Indies.
5.05 p.m.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 must apologise for the hiatus in
my speech, but there was a very importantexcerpt which1l
have misplacedamongst the papers. But youwill remember,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, that subsidies were imposedduring the
time of the Second World War, and round about the year
1950-51 the amount of subsidies being paidout by the Gov-
ernment of Barbados in support of the control prices of
commodities was over $1 million.

Now you are bound to get in a House like this where
people are always playing to the Gallery the wails of the
wounded and the howls of anguish, but 1 should like to give
you a short history of subsidies. On 2nd April, 1953, the last
Government removed the subsidy onflour. Onthe 2nd April,
1953, the subsidy on Sunrise and Eclipse biscuitswas also
removed. On 14th January, 1952, the subsidy on salted fish
was removed by the last Government; on the 31st March,
1954 the subsidy on pickled pork, feet, earsand neckbones —
and if I quote some prices they wouldbe quite startling; at
that time 30 cents per pound and 32 cents for neckbones —
was removed. The subsidy on dther goods was discontinued
in October, 1954, so that by the end of October, 1954 all
the subsidies on salted meats were removed by the last
Government. On the 18th December, 1951, the subsidy on
balanced animal feed which was then 7 centsper pound was
removed. On 10th April, 1952, another subsidy was re-
moved, and it wasfollowed shortly by a further reduction in
the subsidy, 1 think, on the 11th November, 1957, and the
subsidy which was reduced by the last Government on these
dates was the subsidy on rice; so that the subsidy came
down from over $1 million to the figure of perhaps about
$250,000 to $300,000. The only two commodities which we
have now still being supported by this very uneconomic
measure is sugar and that is inadditionto rice. On the 8th
April, 1952, a reduction was made in the subsidy by the
Government, and in April 1955 the subsidy wasfurther re-
moved,

The difference between my removal andtheir removal
was that 1 tell the people over the radio and in the Press
that 1 am removing it, but the removalsdone by the previous
Government was surreptitiously done in the Estimates
where the figures were altered; but we have the courage of
our convictions on this side of the Table, and we have no
intention of subsidising farmers in British Guiana whoare
not interested in us, it would appear, but in countries fur-
ther afield, while potatoes andyamsgrowninBarbados are
controlled at ridiculous prices like four cents and five
cents per pound. We eat too many starches, anyhow; but if
you must eat starch, and if the increase is too much, we
suggest youturn to potatoesandyams. Onthe steady margin
of reduction, we have taken another enlightened step. I
have never at any time disagreed with the removal of sub-
sidies, because, as1 said before, 1 consider that to be en-
tirely unrealistic and not a proper economic device in
modern day economies.




Perhaps, Sir, at a later stage, you will give me per-
mission to quote further from the work of Professor Beas-
ley which | have temporarily misplaced. On a date to be
fixed by the Minister of Development, Trade, Industry and
Labour after he consultswith the Controller of Supplies, the
price of rice will be fixed at 12 cents per pint. ] have al~
ready mentioned that this price is far less than in our
neighbouring islands where the prices are inthe vicinity of
17 cents and 19 cents per pound for the same rice imported
from British Guiana, the same source from which we get
ours. We import in this Island something like 8,000 tons of
rice per annum, and at the rate we are going, we will be
subsidising the British Guiana farmers probably to the tune
of $1 1/2 million, judging from the pressures which they
put on us at the last Rice Conference.

There are certain changes which I propose should be
made in the Customs Tariff, firstly for the purpose of
raising more revenue, and secondly, in accordance with
the policy which ] enunciated earlier in this statement, for
the purpose of encouraging the importation of raw materials
for manufacture locally. These are asfollows: Youwill bear
with me, Sir, because it is a very long list.

Fish Fresh chilled or frozen per 100 lbs — $1.00;
Macaroni, spaghetti, noodles, vermicelli and similar
preparations - 15% and 20%.

When 1 quote either ad valorem or specific duties, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, in two colums, the first ispreferential or
Commonwealth, and the second one is the outside world.

Sugar confectionery and other sugar preparations —
20% and 40%;

Beer and ale in bottle and in wood - $1.50 and $1,56.

The present duty on imported beer is $1.03 and $1.09
as far asl can remember, and therefore we are increasing
imported beer to $1.50 and $1.56.

5.15 p.m.

These figures may sound rather strange, butaccording
to the General Agreement on Tradesand Tariff, we have to
maintain a differential and we cannot increase. In other
words, we cannot do what Mr. Todmar, the Customs ex-
pert, has recommended for the Federation and putit up by
$2.00 yet, but it will go up to $2.00 when the Federation
comes into effect.

Stout and Porter in bottle, $1.50 and $1.56; Stout and
Porter in wood, $1.50 and $1.56; Cork, raw and waste
(including natural Cork in blocks and sheets, Freeand 10%
Coir fibre, Free and 10%; Other Textiles fibres n.e.s.
and-wastes of such fibres, Free and 10%; Paints and Enam-
els 15% and 16% — againtomaintainthe GATT differential;
Other toilet waters (e.g. eau~-de cologne, lavender water,
Florida water, etc; Other perfumeswith or withoutalcohol,
Cosmetics: Toilet preparations except Soaps (e.g. powder,
rouge, lipstick, hair dyes, bath salts, deodorants, etc., 20%
and 30% — unless some ladies in the community consider
it beyond the call of duty to pay this price. Tooth paste and
powder (including denture powder and dental soaps, 10%
and 20%; Lead shot, buck shot and bullets, 20% and 30%;
Synthetic plastic materials in blocks, sheets, rods, tubes,
powder and other primary forms, Free and 10%; Carpets,
Carpeting, Floor rugs, mats, mattings and tapestries of
wool and hair 20% and 30%; Carpets, Carpeting, floor rugs,
mats and matting of vegetable plaiting materials(including
coconut matting) n.e.s. 15% and 25%; Jewellery 25% and 35%,
other Goldsmiths’ and Silversmiths’ wares including arti-
cles for household use (e.g. dishes, salvers, tea sets, cups,
etc.) 25% and 30%; Imitation Jewellery (Jewellery not of
precious or semi-precious materialg) 25% and 35%; Pro-
jectiles and Ammunition, filled or unfilled, except sporting
ammunition for Revolver and Rifle 20% and 30%; all other
20% and 30%; Other tools of Iron and Steel (including
Artisans’' tools Free and 10%. As far as the following list
of commodities is concernedyouwill findthat we have done
a considerable amount of liberalisation especially in the
Commonwealth countries. You will also notice that most of
these commodities are commodities which will be useful
for our production in the Island. QOther tools of Iron and
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Steel (including Artisans; tools) Free and 10%; Machine

Tools for working metals (e.g. boring, drilling, milling,

planing, grinding, gear cutting machinery) free, from
Commonwealth sources; and 10% from the outside world;
Conveying, hoisting, excavating, road constructionand min-
ing machinery (e.g. Cranes, hoists, stacks, well drilling
machinery, road rollers) Freeand 10%; paper mill and pulp
mill machinery, and machinery for paper manufactures,

Free and 10%; Book~binding machinery, Free and 10%; Tex-
tile machinery and accessories (including bobbins, spools
and similar articles) Free and 10%; air conditioning and

refrigerating equipment (excluding mechanical refrigera-

tors (classified 899-08) ( that is standard international);
Free and 10%; portable electric tools, Free and 10%; Port-

able electrical appliances (including domestic), 10% and
20%; Travel goods (e.g. shopping bags, haversack, packs,
and similar similar articles, 20% and 30%; Handbags, wal-

lets, purses, pocketbooksand similararticles of all mater-

ials, 209 and 30%; watches, watch movements, cases and

other parts of watches ( including marine chronometers

and instrument panel clocks), 20% and 30%; pipes, cigar

holders and cigarette holders, 20§ and 30%.

These are the figures.

Before 1 leave these adjustments — and ] should like
to call them adjustments and not increases, because in
many instances we have slashed the tariff and in some in-
stances taken it off altogether, andina few instances, par-
ticularly in connection with goods which can be obtained
locally, although this is done for fiscal and.pot for pro-
tective reasons — you will find that we have made some
increases and brought them into line as far as possible
with the Qrion Report of the past Federal Government
when the Customs Union was envisaged and the report of
Mr. Todman the expert whom | mentioned before.

Now I mentioned just now that rice and sugar were
the only two commodities which are still being subsidised,
the subsidies having been removed from flour, salted fish,
balanced animal feeds, pickled pork, brown crystal sugar
and four reductions in the rice subsidies by thelast Gov~
ernment. We have carried ita step further now because the
figure of $400,000 would service a considerable loan, say,
at 6% or 7% for our Development programme.

I promised just now to quote from Professor Beasley’'s
Report and my colleague has just found the passage. This
is what Professor Beasley had to say. ‘*Although the cur-
rent attitude as to the Budgetis justified, there is one res-
pect in which early reconsideration of is called for — the
large vote for subsidization of certain commodities. It must
now be clear that the Government of Barbados cannot
afford a sum of money for this purpose which is large
enough to have any significant effect. The provision of one
million dollars annually for this purpose works out at
ten cents a week per head of the population and it is idle
to pretend that in normal circumstances this contribution
is really important. Moreover it must be appreciated that,
if Barbados is to embark on a large loan programme of
development, employment will be at a high level for years
and a large part of the total capital outlay will be spent on
labour in the island. The Government would be acting in~
consistently if it made crippling provision for subsidiesat
the same time as embarking upon schemesdesignedto add
to the national income.

It should be appreciated that the monies at present
absorbed unprofitably in meeting subsidization would be
sufficient to service a very large external loan; if for
example a million dollarsannually were used to pay interest
at four per cent together with the rather high contribution
to a Sinking Fund of another three per cent, it would be
possible tocarry a loan of more than fourteenmilliondollars
from the source alone.”’

5.25 p.m.

It is proposed tobringinto force the new Customs Act
— 1962 — 18 — by proclamationon 1st June, 1963. It is also
proposed to introduce new Schedules consolidating the va-
rious and numerous amendments to customs duties and
exemptions from duty at an early date. The work of con-
solidating the duties has already been done in accordance
with the latest international classification, and, assoonas
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the necessary legislation hag been prepared, the proposed
new tariffs will be printed. They will embody all the cus-
toms amending Acts and Orders which have been passed
since the CustomsTariff(Amendment) Act, 1953 came into
operation. These measures will greatly improve and facili-
tate the collection of customs revenue and should be an
excellent foundation for Customs Union Legislation. The
new tariffs will also facilitate the production of customs
satistics.

Taking into consideration the proposals which I have
made, there is still a small gap between estimated Revenue
and estimated Current Expenditure.

Quite apart from this, Mr. Deputy Speaker, every cloud
has its silver lining. It is not that there is anything cloudy
about the measures which | have projected here today, but
it is only fitting that1 should say what I have done on the
other side. For a long time now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the
members of the Civil Service Association, the aambers
of the Public Service Commission have begn fulminating
against what they consider an impolite thingandan unne-
cessary imposition ontheir slender resources. Having re-
gard to the 1961 Salaries Revision,]l donot know if they re-
gard their resources as being slender now, but there is a
considerable degree of validity in the contention which they
have been making that the Widows and Orphans’ Fund is a
system of robbery with violence. I have examined very,
very carefully the provisions of the Widows’ and Orphans’
Pension Fund and I have discoveredthat theGovernment is
doing something - and when| say the Government 1 mean
this colonial system we are now emerging from. In this
connection there was a recommendation made to the British
Guiana Government and it caused riotingandbloodshed be-
cause of its implementation. Although it may be following
econormic advice that you shouldhave a form of compulsory
savings, it makes me remember a game which used to be
played when [ was at school — the game ‘'Never to give
back'’, Members of the Civil Service feel that this filching
has been going on at their expense for quite a considerable
period of time inthe form of taking 4%, of their gross emol-
uments. On the other side of the picture, it would seem that
since we do not have a social security scheme yet imple~
mented, it is necessary to provide for the fatherless; in
other words, the orphans and for the ones who have been
deprived of their husbands, namely the widows. Taking
into account the amount of annual disbursements out of
what is called the Widows' and Orphang’ Fund — and which
is not a fund at all, even if I am the Minister of Finance —
1 cannot find that fund anywhere and 1 defy any member of
the House to find it because it is simply taking money in
the same ruthless manner as the one~armed bandits dis-
arm people of their money. This does not give benefits to
the Civil Servants commensurate with the contribution they
have made from month to month. 1 have considered
employing the device of adding additional amounts to the
Treasury so as to reduce the contribution by 50, so that
instead of paying $4.00 per hundred dollars of their salary
into the Treasury that amount would be reduced to $2 per
one hundred dollars and the cost to the Treasury will be
$75,000 per annum (Cheers), Of course, that is subject to
review, I hope, in a backward direction. The other bright
and certainly the silver liningwhichl cannow indicate is in
connection withGovernment Pensioners. Mr. Deputy Speak-
er, there are approximately something like 1,400 Govern-,
ment Pensioners drawing a total amount annually fromthe
Treasury of perhaps 1.7 million dollars. A scheme like
this for any improvement in the position of Government
Pensioners always has to be examined with a great deal
of care because it is almost impossible todevise a system
whereby you can do justice to every single Government
Pensioner without at the same time doing violenceto some
other Government Pensioners who are equally deserving.
For about nine months now | have waited patiently for
the Whitley Council to put forward to me some form of re~
commendations on which I should act; I am not prepared
to wait any longer on them, but ] leave it to the Whitley
Council to say whether they approve of the measure 1 have
introduced. If they do not, the people who like it would have
the money in the Treasury. These deliberationshave been
going on for a long time and I did promise that some con~
sideration will be given to the lot of these Government
Pensioners. 1 propose to make a sum available of $144,000,

and for the balance of the financial year this amount of
$144,000 will afford a payment of $10 per capita to each
retired public servant inthe employment of the Government
of this country; the payment willbe $10a month or £25per
year.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, that is my plan, if itisaccepted
by the Whitley Council. Whether you are getting $150 a
month or $15 a month even, you are getting a minimum in-
crease of ten dollars per month and this increase will be
payable from the lst April, 1963.
5.35 p.m.

I very much regret that due to the state of the Island’s
finances, not having much surpluses, we cannot goback and
give increases from 1st April, 1961, the date on which the
new salary scales came into operation; butthese increases
will apply only to those employees who retired before the
1st April, 1961, because the ones who retired on or after
1st April, 1961, would be entitled to the increases under the
Jacobs Salaries revision. I have made a very rough cal~
culation and there are few Government employees, at least
in the clerical and technical grades and so on, who did not
get salary increases of at least $20 a month; and since
pensions run at about 50% of your emolumentsduring your
period of service, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I think that this is
about the fairest thing we can do at this juncture; so the
Government Pensioners whe have been waiting patiently
for a very long time for some kind of relief will find that
their prayers have been angwered.

1 now come, Mr. Deputy Speaker, to Income Tax. We
have been adviged that to encourage Jocal industry certain
reductigns should be made in income tax rates. Unfortun-
ately, for budgetary reasons thisisnatat present possible.
1f the purchasing power released was going to be spent on
locally produced goods, ag in other countries, such a pro-
position might have been considered. 1 know that it will be
said that the tax reductions should come first, but 1 have
weighed all the factors carefully and decided that no such
reduction can be made this year. However, 1 propose that
the rates should not be increased, and the necessary legis-
lation is being introduced forthwith. We will concentrate
on the defaulters.

The deficit at the end of the Financial year is
$1,228,072. With the proposals which 1 have just outlined,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, there will still be some kind of deficit
at the end of the financial year, except in the event of the
out-turn of receipts of revenue being in excess of whatl
have calculated. The deficit will be in the vicinity of per-
haps $340,000. This, 1 consider an improvement over the
deficit of $1 million. Some of the measures which ] have
had to introduce here today have beeg of a rather drastic
nature; but when one considers that the gverall cast to the
average person in this community on the removal of a
subsidy on one of the basic commoditiea, 8 process which
has been going on systematically for the pasteleven years,
is in the vicinity of 1 1/2 cent# 8 week or 72 cents a year,
1 am sure that the wg;ls of the wounded on the other side
will go without hegd

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | propose to give notice of the
necessary fgngncul Bills, } have laid the Orders and | can
only saythat] hope thatthe effortsat balancing our revenue
and expenditure which 1 have made on this occasion will
meet with the success which attended my last attempt.

(Cheers).

Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 beg to give notice of the follow-
ing Bills:

A Bill to settle the rates of Income Tax for the year
one thousand nine hundred and sixty-three, and te make
provision for certain other matters in connection with the
levying of the said tax.

A Bill further to amend the Petraleum Act, 1882,
A Bill to amend the Pool Betting Buty Act, 1960,

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I very much regret that in the
course of my Budget Speech, if youwill give me time to do
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s0, 1 forgot to mention that it is also proposed that the
amount of tax on Pool Betting on foreign pools should be
increased from 20, to 50%, while the local pools will re-
main at 20%. I now beg togive notice of the Bill which will
give effect to that,

1 beg also, Mr. Deputy Speaker, to lay the following
Documents:

The Customs Duties (Amendment ) Order, 1963; and
The Consumption Tax QOrder, 1963.
BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg to move thata Bill to settle
the rates of Income Tax for the year one thousand nine
hundred and sixty~-three, and to make provisionfor certain
other matters in connection with the levying of the said tax,
be now read a first time.

Hon., W, A. CRAWFORD: 1 beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division,

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg to
move that a Bill further to amendthe Petroleum Act, 1882,
be now read a first time.

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: 1 beg to second that.

’ The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
Hve without division,

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg to
move that the Bill toamendthe Pool Betting Duty Act, 1960,
be now read a first time.

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD:; 1 beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division,

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE FINANCIAL
STATEMENT AND BUDGET PROPOSALS

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Deputy Speaker, [ begto give notice
of the following Resolution:

“‘BE IT RESOLVED that this House approve of the
Financial Statement and Budgetary Proposals of the Minis~
ter of Finance.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am sure the
Chairman would not mind. You have fledglingsinall socie-
ties and even in the House of Assembly, the Chairman can
be a fledgling. This is Government Business. I am not
aware that the hon, member has beenelevatedto the posi-
tion of a Government Bench that under Government Business
he is now undertaking to give notice of a Resolution without
leave of the House.

5.45 p.m.

We have Rules. This is Government’stime; and unless
we are moving the adjournment, the hon. member cannot)
give notice of that Resolution without leave of the House. |
want to know if the Government hasconcludedGovernment
Business.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Sir, the hon. senior member for St.
Peter has anticipated me. If this is going to be the proce~
dure for us todebate the Budgetary Proposals, then the hon.
member should ask for leave to move that Resolution. I do
not know if this is going to be the procedure where you
come in with your Budgetary Proposals and then postpone
so that we can study the proposals and would then be in a
position to debate it at your next meeting.

I think the hon. senior member for St. Thomas should
ask leave for the purpose of giving notice of this Resolu-
tion.

Mr. BATSON: Sir, I am merely éiving notice of the
resolution.
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Mr. WALCOTT: What connundrum is that?

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 cannot understand
why the hon. senior member for St. Peter should arrogate
unto himself all this authority.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 rise on a point
of order, 1 do not want to be rough because the hon, mem-
ber wants to be rough, I credit him with having a little
courtesy which ] feel other members should be given; but
when he is going to impute motives of another member,
something which he is incapable of doing, that is another
thing.

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Deputy Speaker,] am merely asking
leave to give notice of this Resolution. (A VOICE: You did
not say s0.)

Mr. WALCOTT: According to the Rules of thisHouse,
no hon. member hasany right toimpute any motives against
other members. I rose and asked if this was Government
Business which you are dealing with, A motion was made
to introduce the Financial Statement and Budgetary Pro-
posals. The hon. senior member for St. Thomas after that
gets up and states that heisgoing to introduce a Resolution
to approve of the Financial Statement and Budgetary Pro-
posals. If the hon. member does not understand the Rules,
let him readthem. Do not get up with impertinence to ask
what has happened with me. Do I look like some person
to whom something has happened? Do I not look as some-
one who is normal? Has the hon. member got inflated now
with a sense of his own importance? I will sit here when
the time comes and await his presentation of that motion.
I really would like to see how he is going to deal with it.
That is, if he knows how to deal with it.

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 am asking leave
to give notice of a Resolution.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
hon, member,

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 begto give notice
of the following Resolution:-

“BE IT RESOLVED that this House approve of the
Financial Statement and Budgetary Proposals of the Minis-
ter of Finance.”

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, that
brings Government Business to an end for today’s sitting.

I now beg to move that thisHouse do now adjourn until
Tuesday next 14th May, 1963 at 120o'clocknoon. The Order
Paper will consist of the financial provisions of which no-
tice was given today and the other Bills senatim.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I rise ona point
of order. Speaking on the adjournment, I want to get the
position clarified, There is this Resolution by the hon.
senior member for St. Thomas that this House approve of
the Financial Statement and Budgetary Proposals of the
Hon. Minister of Finance. Notice of this Resolution having
been given by thathon. member, naturally it would be under
his name; therefore it is his right to have it placed on the
Order Paper in like manner ashethinks, On the last occa=
sion a similar Resolution was tabled from this side of the
House and moved from this side of the House.

Hon. E, W, BARRQW: Mr. Deputy Speaker,l wonder if
the hon. member might give way on a point of order. Asl
understand him, the Resolution notice of which leave was
granted just now, must necessarily be put under Private
Members' Business. It is not Government Business.

Now, 1 must point out to hon. members, however much
they might disagree, that any of the measures arising out
of the Budgetary Proposals, itisnecessary thatthey should
have priority under Government Business. The Resolution
moved by the hon. senior member for St. Thomas would
not take precedence under Government Business. I do not
know if this was made clear to hon. members.
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Mr. WALCOTT: 1 do not know what is going to be the
procedure, but there is nothing wrong with debating the
Budgetary Proposals if the Government itself has brought
in a motion to invite comment on it on the next day when-
ever you meet. I take it that by the bringing in of this
Resolution, you want hon. members to debate it.

What 1 do not like about this affair - and it serves the
Hon. Leader of the Qpposition right - is thatl was going
to make a motion in order to debate the Budgetary Propo-
sals and | was going to do sobecause when you get a party
member getting up and making the motion whenhe is under
their control, you do not know when you will ever get the
hon. member imtroducing debate on this matter.

What I think the Government should dotoday is to give
us the undertaking that when you come inhere with an im-
portant matter like this, arrangements should be made by
you and you should say that you are going to have a debate
on this matter on the next day that you come in here. The
first thing which should be done is to have a debate on
this. 1 do not know what are the arrangements between the
hon. Leader of the House and theHon. Leader of the Oppo-
sition on this matter.
5.55 p.m.

Up jumps the hon. senior member for St. Thomas to
present this Resolution. Well, ] would love to hear his
presentation next week by going through this matterin de~
tail to know what study has beenmade of the Budget State-
ment and the Financial Proposals. This is something for
Parliament to deal with on the highestlevel.]l was prepared
to bring forward a Resolution in connection with this mat-
ter. The hon. senior member for the City does not realise
why we are meeting at 12 o'clock noon next week; we are
meeting at that hour and we are going to have a two~hour
hiatus. [ can wait until next weekand, as the Hon. Premier
has said in his Budget Speech today,1 could go through the
whole gamut of the Speech so that the Resolution is only a
belated thing. The debate on the Financial Statementis es-
sentially something to take place before we come to deal
with these ends of Bills. These Billswillcome in order; if
you approve of the thing, then the passing of the Bills is
automatic. | did not realise that the Hon. Leader of the
House would have adjourned until 12 ¢’clock nextweek, the
idea being that we will not debate the Premier’s Speech
first. Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 was inherefor 18 yearsandl
know every trick of the trade.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, youwill remem-
ber that on the last occasionl movedthe passing of the fol-
lowing Resolution:-

**BE IT RESOLVED that this House view with anxiety
the Financial Statement and Budgetary Proposals for the
Fiscal year 1962-63 contained in a Statement laid in this
Honourable House onTuesday 26th june, 1962, by the Hon~
ourable Premier."’

Before 1 had the opportunity to get uptoday, a member
from the Government Party got up and gave notice of that
Resolution; but if the hon. memberisgoingto put that in his
name, | will talk on every one of these Bills next Tuesday
from 12 o’clock noon until 2 p.m. This is a Statement and
there are no other means of discussingitbut by giving no-
tice of a Resolution for that purpose, The hon. senior mem-
ber for St. Thomas has given notice of his Resolution and |
would like to hear him debate it.
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1 want to say that you cannot debate that Statement until
you have had a copy of the proposals made by the Hon,
Premier. (ASIDES), You cannot pad anything for me; every
Bill that comes up in thisconnection on Tuesday next I will
debate until 2 o’clock. 1 am giving notice now that unless 1
am ill 1 will come in here and we will discuss the whole
Budgetary Proposal on every one of these Bills; however,
you cannot do justice to this Budget Speech until you have
had a copy of the Speech which wasmade today. Even if you
were to sit up and listen to it on the radio, you cannot dis-
cuss it. 1 am therefore asking Your Honour to give direction
to the Clerk that we obtaina copy of this Speech. We should
like to have this Speech in order that we can study it over
the week-end. Why should a member of this House be de-
nied the opportunity of di scussing these proposals? The only
way that we could discuss this Statement wouldbe to move
the passing of a Resolution saying that we view with appre-
hension the proposals made in the Budget Speech or some-~
thing of that sort. How couldl get up before the hon. senior
member for St. Thomas who had a copy of the Resolution
already prepared? (Mr. WALCOTT: You should have had it
too.) I am saying that everyone of these Bills will come in
for a full-dress debate andl defy anybody to stop me. 1 will
take the opportunity of debating the whole Budgetary Pro-
posals, How can you stop any member of this House from
debating the whole Budgetary Proposals if you come down
with one Bill? I ask you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, to make sure
of your position in this matter.

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Qn a point of order. Mr. De~
puty Speaker, the hon. member is an old member of this
House and he knows the Rules of this House. Is he really
suggesting that, on the motion for the Second Reading of a
Bill to amend the rates of Income Tax or on the motion for
the Second Reading of a Billtoamendthe Pool Betting Act,
he could discuss the whole Budgetary Proposals?(A MEM~
BER: Not all.y He can debate only what concerns the par-
ticular Bill.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Thatisa joke, Let ustry it out and see
who will stay in the Chair and who will stay in the House.

Hon. E. W, BARROW: On a point of order. Mr. Deputy
Speaker, is the hon, member threatening the Chair and tell-
ing you what to expect? I am submitting that you have the
authority of the Mace and of the members of this House to
deal with that matter.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, thatisa promise
backed up by a threat. If you do not do what they think you
should do, the hon. member is saying that they have the
support not only of the Mace but of the members of the
House, | am submitting that that is something more than a
threat,

6.05 p.m.

1 really do not believe inany padding. How can he pre-
vent somebody from debating it? How do you meanl must
wait untl next Tuesday?

The question that this House do now adjoum until
Tuesday, 14th May, 1963 at 12 noon, was put and re-
solved in the affirmative without division, and Mr,
DEPUTY SPEAKER adjoumed the House accordingly,

6.06 p.m.






