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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Tuesday, 14th May, 1963.

Pursuant to the adjourment, the House of A ssembly met
at 12 o'clock Noon today.
PRESENT
His Honour E. L, CARMICHAEL, J.P., (Deputy
Spegker) Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD, (Minister of Develop-
ment, Trade, Industry, [abour and Tourism); Mr, L, E.

SMITH, J.P.; Mr. F. L. WALCOTT, O.B.E.; Mr. F. C.
GODDARD; Mr. E. ST.A. HOLDER, J.P.; Mrn J. W.
CORBIN; Mr. W. R. COWARI; Mr. R. ST.C. WEEKES,
J.Ps; Mr. .W. P. LOWE; Mr. J.B. YEARWOOD and Hon.
A. DaC. EDVARDS, (Minister of Social Services);

Prayers wére read,
MINUTES

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that the Minutes of the last meeting are not yet
ready for confirmation.

Messrs, N, W, BOXILL, L, A LYNCH and Hon,
G. G. FERGUSSON entered the House and took their

seats,

PAPERS LAID

Hon. W, A, CRAWFQRD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, ! am
commanded to lay a Statement showing net Customs and
Excise receipts for one month ended 30th April, 1963.

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: Mr. Deputy Speaker,] am
commanded to lay a Statement showing the sums advanced
to the Postmaster General for the payment of Money Or-
ders, the amounts repaidto the Accountant General, and the
amounts due by the various Post Officesto 31st December,

1962,
Messrs, E, D,MOTTLEY and S, E, SEALEY entered
the House and took their seats,
GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg
to give notice of a Bill further to amend the Casual Em-
ployees Pensions Act, 1961.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' NOTICES

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 beg to give notice
of the following Resolution: -

WHEREAS many people inthislsland are unable to own
their own homes and have to depend to a large extent on
renting;

AND WHEREAS many landlords are exacting unreason-
able rents from people unable to pay;

BE IT RESOLVED that Government set upimmediately
a Rent Restriction Board with a view to protecting such
people who are forced to rent houses through no fault of
their own.

Mr. BOXILL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 begtogive notice
of the following Resolution:~

WHEREAS the parish of St. Thomas hasbeenwithout a
dispensary for a very long time;

AND WHEREAS that such a dispensary would be of
great benefit to the said parish;

BE IT RESOLVED that this Government make repre-
sentation to the Northern District Council to find out the
feasibility of erecting such a service to the community.

Mr. BOXILL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I also beg to give
notice of the following Resolution:~

WHEREAS the Government is called upon to subsidise
the tourist industry to the sum of $§500,000 for the benefit of
the 1sland;

AND WHEREAS the proposed entry of Britain into the
European Common Market will have some effect on the
economy of the Island;

BE IT RESOLVED that this Government make repre-
sentation to the Americanand Canadian Governmentswith a
view .of asking them to allow more of their Naval ships to
visit this Island in order that the many crews may spend
their short leave in the ]sland.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I begtogive no-
tice of the following Resolution:~

WHEREAS the composition of the membership of the
Boundaries Commission is drawn from the House of
A ssembly;

AND WHEREAS the announcement of the appointment of
the Boundaries Commission does not truly reflectthe pre-
sent membership of the House of Assembly;

BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Assembly deplore
the composition of the Boundaries Commission which does
not reflect the membership of the House of Assembly.
12.20 p.m.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Resolution stands
in the name of the hon. senior member for St. Michael re
Lodge Road in St. Michael.

Mr. SEALEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 begtogive notice

of the following Resolution;~

WHEREAS the district known as LodgeHill in the par-
ish of Saint Michael leading from Green Hill near the




Britdsh-American Tobacco Factory to CaveHill hasrecent-
ly become a heavily populated area;

AND WHEREAS there is at present no bus service
avajlable to the inhabitants of the said district;

BE IT RESOLVED thatthisHouse request Government
to issue a directive to the concessionaire concerned to
provide the said district with an extension of the Cave Hill
bus service at suchtimesand within suchhours as Govern~
ment shall deem necessary,

QUESTIONS

Mr. SEALEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, ] begto give notice
of the following Question:~

To enquire of the Minister of Communications, Works
& Housing:

Will Government with all convenient despatch cause a
postbox to be placed at the top of St. Stephen’s Hill in the
parish of St. Michael for the use of the inhabitants of Cave
Hill, Lodge Hill and the several Housing Schemes nearby?

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME
On motion of Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD, seconded by
Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON, the Bill further to amend the
Casual Employees Pensions Act 1961 was read a
first time,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day
stands in the name of the Hon. Premier: to move the second
reading of a Bill to settle the rates of Income Tax for the
year 1963, and to make provision for certain other matters
in connection with the levying of the said tax.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, in the
absence of the Hon. Premier, 1 am asking leave to take
charge of OrdersNos. 1, 2, 3and 8, all standing in the name
of the Hon. Premier.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: TheHon. Leader of the House
is asking leave to take charge of OrdersNos. 1, 2, 3 and 8
under Government Business for today, and unless there is
any objection, leave will be granted.

There being no objection, leave is granted the Hon.
Minister,

THE RATES OF INCOME TAX ACT, 1963.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Order
No. 1 isa Billto settle the rates on which income tax are to
be levied and assessed for the year 1963. As members are
aware, it is necessary every year to legislate for the in-
come tax rates to be fixed for the ensuing year, and this
Bill seeks to impose the same rates of taxation for the year
1963 as obtained during the assessmentyear, 1962.1n view
of the fact that thereisno change and the rates presumably
will be as satisfactoryastheywere lastyear, I beg to move
that this Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. G, G, FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that,

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am going to
exercise my right in this Chamber, and in this matter of
dealing with income tax, 1 propose to touch on some of the
matters that were referred to last week in the Budget by
the Hon. Premier.

I want to begin by saving, Sir, that the time has come
when some members of Parliamentat least, if not all, have
to exercise their right in the preservation of all the tenets
of democracy. 1 am a disappointed man in the Party in
power when I read their manifesto, andl am going to make
many references toittoday to show whyl am a disappointed
man, because the Party seems to be challenging......

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: On a point of order, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, the motion before the House is a motion
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for the second reading of a Bill to amend the Income Tax
Act. The hon. member said he proposes to refer to points
raised during the Budget Statement of the Premier last
week. As the hon. member is aware......

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, thatisnota point
of order. There cannot be any point of order about an or-
dinary statement 1 have made when I am going to make a
speech, and what 1 propose todoinmy speech; there cannot
be any point of order about that. There is nothing in that for
any person to begin to have a point of order on.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Just let me hear the Hon,
Minister's point of order, if he will make it precisely,

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: 1 appreciate Your Honour’s
admonition. The positionisthat the motion before the House
is a motion for the second reading of a Bill to amend the
Income Tax Act, and I need hardly point out for Your Hon-
our’s consideration the provisions of the Rules of the
House with regard to matters of this sortbefore the House.
1 merely want to add, Sir, thatalsoon the Qrder Paper is a
motion to approve the Budget Statement of the Premier, and
this matter will come up today, we hope, as the first Item
under Private Members’ Business. 1 wasexpecting, there-
fore, that hon. members who wanted or who desired to
comment on the Budget Statement would utilise the oppor-
tunity when this motion came up laterintoday’s sitting for
discussion. It is Your Honour's prerogative to control......

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on a point of
order, you cannot allow this. The hon. memberis making a
speech and not a point of order.l have not made a statement
yet on which a point of order canbe taken. A point of order
is when a member has said something that offends the
House or when he has misquoted somebody.

12.30 p.m.

I am making my first speech and the hon. member is
making this long dissertation on the Rules of the House of
Assembly saying that is a point of order. This is something
which 1 have to comment on later.

Hon. W, A. CRAWFQORD: The hon. memberisnot aware
that he wasmaking a statement. His very first expression...

Mr. WALCOTT: You cannot question that.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If both hon., members would
give way. ] take it that when the Hon. Leader of the House
rose on a point of order, he was stating that the hon. senior
member for St. Peter was out of order whenhe said that he
is going to discuss or make reference to the Budget Speech.
That is what | thought.

The principle whichlhaveinmindindealing with these
Bills isthata memberisat liberty to make reference to the
Budget Speech. I am making this ruling now. Inasmuch as
these three Bills emanate from the Hon. Premier’s Budget
Speech, it would seem to me that hon. members are at
liberty to make reference to it. As the Hon. Leader of the
House has said — and | believe he might have been asking
them to exercise their discretion not to debate it at this
time, but to wait until the particular motion comes up for
discussion.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFQRD: Sir, if youreferto the Statu-
tory Standing Orders of the House of Assembly, you will
see that a discussion on the second reading of a Billis
clearly defined.

Standing Qrder No. 40, on page 39, paragraph 2, reads
as follows:-

‘‘On the order for the second reading of a Bill being
called, a motion may be made ‘'That the Bill be now read
a second time'’, and a debate may arise covering the prin-
ciple and general merits of the Bill.”

Am ] to understand from YourHonour’s ruling that you
propose unjlaterally to suspend the Standing Orders andto
permit debate on a motionbefore the House which the Stand-
ing QOrders most clearly do not allow?
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: ]l willrepeatwhatl said. 1 am
not making any proposals. I have just said, dealing with the
Bilis under Government Business, I cannot reasonably or
logically preciude a member from making reference to the
Hon. Premier's Budget Speech. That is all I have said.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, all thattheHon.
Leader of the House has said is a perfect indication of the
substance of my submission to this House, that is, his
speech is a designed attempt to preclude hon. members of
this House from debating what should have been the first
debate on this matter by hon. members.

Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker,1 rise on
a point of order. I object most strongly to the remarks of
the hon. member. So far as ] amaware, there is no design
or no attempt to stifle debate on this matter. 1 began by
saying that the Standing Qrders set out that a debate may
arise on the motion being made covering the principle and
general merits of the Bill. Secondly, I also said that set
down for debate under today’s business during Private
Members’ time is a motion on the Financial Statement and
Budgetary Proposals of the Minister of Finance; therefore
it is completely wrong and incorrect for the hon. senior
member for St. Peter or any other hon. member to say that

1 am trying to preclude or to stifle debate on this matter.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Hon. Leader
of the House is goingto rise abouta hundred times because
my speech has not started yet.] saidthat it was designedly
an attempt to preclude a debate onthe matter which should
have taken place in the firstinstance.Now, Sir, we listened
to the Financial Statement and Budgetary Proposals by the
Hon. Premier last Tuesday, and under paragraph 2, it
carries the details of revenue collected during 1962 which
are as follows: CustomsDuties, $11,144,000; Excise Duties
$2,210,000; Income Tax, $8,997, 000; and other Receipts,
$5,985,000.

You have that; andthe Hon. Leader of the House has the
effrontery and brassto get up here today and suggest to you,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, that no reference should be made un-
der thelncome Tax Bill, whichisthe first Qrder of Govern-
ment Business, to the Financial Statement and Budgetary
Proposals, and he is reading some emasculated Rules of
this House and imputing that it is wrong for a member to
make reference to the Financial Statement and Budgetary
Proposals in dealing with this Bill. He is asking us here
today not to discuss this matter or make any reference to
the Budgetary Proposals. Youhad thiscircuitous route, and
some hon. member giving notice of some damp squib Re-
solution at the eleventh hourto preclude us from discussing
this matter today: and on top of that so that you could dis-
cuss these Bills first, you move thatweadjourn to meet at
12.00 o'clock today while all the other timesyou were meet-
ing at 2.30 o'clock. You did not even have the courtesy of
letting us know that youwere coming downwith the Budget-
ary Proposals in a week's time. We had to get an intro-
duction of knowing about one of the most important state-
ments to be made by any Governmentinany country in any
department by way of Rediffusion. Youare reducing the dig-
nity of this House to a position where it no longer happens
to be the supreme body. The same hon. gentleman went to
the electorate of this country and asked them to send him
here, and as the people’s representative, he is giving notice
over Rediffusion to the other representatives of the people
that one of the mostimportant items of Parliament is going
to be discussed. That is a most positive discourtesy meted
out to members of Parliament. The Hon. Premier came in
and brought in with him paraphernalia to speak on it. He
brought in equipment to broadcast his speech. Let me tell
him that the question of broadcasting your speech is not a
question which is in the province of the Government. It is
not the business of the Government to say whether your
speech should be broadcast by microphone, loudspeaker or
by juke box. The next thing you are going to get is some
little juke box playing in here just because some Minister
may like todo‘‘The Twist’'. The business of bringing things
into the House of Assembly resides with Parliament.

The Hon. Minister of Education is one of those mem-
bers who have written part of the Government's Manifesto
andI can see the part which he has written.

12.40 p.m.

The House met at 2.30 p.m. for the last six weeks even
when the Government’ s Budget Speech wasto be made. Then
at the eleventh hour the same Hon. Leader of the House was
the person who proposed that we meet at 12 o’clock today
after a Resolution waspushedintothe hands of the hon, se-
nior member for St. Thomas asking him to move that we
approve of the Budgetary Proposals. They knew that we
could not discuss them until 2.30 o’clock in the afternoon
and therefore they moved the adjournment until 12 o'clock
noon today.

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: On a point of order, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, the time fixedfor the meeting of the House
is conditioned entirely by the extent of Government Business.
That is all. When there are only a few items on the Qrder
Paper, we meet at 2.30 o'clock: but today when the Govern-
ment has no fewer than 13 different items on the Qrder
Paper and it was not expectedthatwe could get through the
majority of them......

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, thatisnota point
of order. That isa reply to the speech which 1 am making. I
have not said anything which is nota fact; so what the hon.
member is saying could not be a point of order.

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: The hon. member has said
that it is a matter of design that we are meeting today at
12 o'clock in order to begin Government Business. That is
his interpretation which he can make if he likes to do so,
but 1 object to the statementthatthisis a matter of design,
and, furthermore, that the meeting of the House at 12
o’clock noon today is part and parcel of that design.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before the hon. senior mem-~
ber for St. Peter resumes his remarks,! should like to say
this: I have given a ruling onthe matter as to whether hon.
members are entitled to make reference to the Budget Pro-
posals in dealing with these Bills. 1 would therefore be
grateful now if the hon. member would proceedto deal with
the matter which is Order No. 1 onthe Qrder Paper today.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, all thatl am say-
ing is a part of this Income Tax Bill because it is wrapped
up in the Financial Statement and Budgetary Proposals. My
contention is that in view of the fact that this is a Govern-
ment Measure introduced into the House of Assembly for
the first time since the Budget Proposalswere introduced,
we should have been given the opportunity of discussing
these Budget Proposals which contained these Bills prior
to the introduction of the Bills to be discussed, in order to
preclude reference to the Budget Proposals; and in that
connection 1 have said that that was done by design. It is
a fact that these Bills are part of the Budget Proposals and
we should not be discussing these Bills before we discuss
the Budget Proposals; that is why | said that this was not
by accident. The Hon. Leader of the House could have
moved the adjournment of the House until 12 o'clock noon
today, but he could have madearrangementsforthe Budget
Proposals to be discussed as the first Qrder of the Day;
we could have suspended the Rules so as to deal with the
matter. The Rules could have been suspended so that we
could have the opportunity of discussing the Budget Propo-
sal because our Rules are not the laws of the Medes and
Persians.

The Budget Speech preceded the Financial Proposals;
why could not the debate on the Budget Proposals follow
consistently? Why is it that we could not discuss the Budget
Proposals and then deal with the Bills? The idea was to have
this paraphernalia brought in here and broadcast to the
world and then make it appear as if we are the menials of
the Government. I will say a lot in here so as to demon-
strate the fundamental rights of any democracy which I
hold dearly. 1 do not want anybody to be under any mis-
apprehension of my attitude. 1 do not regard Parliament as
any place wherel have to be sentimental about any one or
to be emotional about anyone; our friends in public life
happen to be our consciences; and when we discharge our
consciences then we do not have to care.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, against the background of these
Financial Proposals are the Estimates for 1963-64. We
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cannct discuss income tax in isolation from the E stimates.
The Estimates bear a close relationship to the Budgetary
Proposals. We are not now passinga Billfor the first time
in our lives to have the question of Income tax put on the
Statute Book. The Hon. Leader of the House introduced this
matter in relation to a Bill as if we are passing a Bill for
the first time putting income tax on the Statute Book, and he
told us not to make any reference to anything else, 1 quite
agree with the hon. member in this respect because you
would not expect me to make any reference to the tax on
cigarettes or sweet drinks now. I will do that in another
Bill; but you cannot prevent me from making reference to
the Budget Proposals because the Budget Proposals pre-
sented by the Hon. Premier was to make up for a dificit
of $1,228,072. The Government did not treat us with the
courtesy of allowing usto know that these Budget Proposals
would have been made last Tuesday, but the Premier can
do that and leave the little children in the House and he
goes away from this island] He does not know that Parlia-
ment comes supreme before any visit can be made out of
the island.Imagine the Chancellor of the Exchequer in Great
Britain making Budget Proposals andthen going away leav-
ing those Budget Proposals to be discussed| TheHon. Pre~
mier has taken full responsibility for these proposals and
now he has left them to the Hon. Leader of the House to
answer. Mr. Deputy Speaker, you will remember that it is
only a few weeksagothatthe Hon. Leader of the House said
that he could not speak for the Hon. Premier in relation to
the Widows' and Orphans’ Pension Fund.

12.50 p.m.

Hon.'W, A, CRAWFORD: On a point of order; the hon.
member is quite within his right to make any statement and
draw any conclusion he likes, but they should be fair and
reasonable. It is not fair to the Hon, Premier to consider
his departure from the Island immediately after the pre-
sentation of the Budget as any sign of disrespect or ir-
responsibility. The position is that this was the only week
which the Hon. Premier would have had free to attend to the
urgent business he is attending with the Canadian Govern-
ment, and the hon. member isfully aware that next Monday
begins in this Island a meeting of the Regional Council of
Ministers to discuss the Federation proposals. The Minis-
ters are converging here; some are already here and the
others are coming this week. Mr. Nigel Fisher himself......

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, what are you
allowing? The hon. member introduced this Bill and it is
his right to reply; it is nothis right to interrupt when | am
making a speech. If he says1 am entitled to a statement, 1
am entitled to it, and he is entitled to reply.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let me make this clear to
both hon. members. When the Hon. Leader rose on a point
of order, I took ithewasreplyingto the hon. member when
he said itwasnotfairfortheHon. Premier to have left this
Budget and that he could have done better, and I thought the
Hon. Leader wasexplaining thatitwasforce of circumstan-
ces that caused the Premier to leave. ] think that matter
has been decided. The Hon. Leader hasrejectedthe state-
ment, andl will ask the hon. senjor member for St. Peter
to continue.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker,1would notin any
way whatsoever challenge Your Honour's ruling, but I am
sure you will agree with me that the Hon. Leader has the
right to reply, and therefore each time I make a statement
that is a matter of my own judgment, he cannot rise on a
point of order. It is a fact that the Hon. Premier left the
Island after introducing the Budget Proposals, and] regard
that as a positive act of discourtesy. It is for the hon.
member to reply in making his speech, but not to get up on
a point of order, because my judgmentisthat the House of
A ssembly in this country is supreme to Canada, the United
States of America, Mr. Pearson, Mr. Kennedy or anybody
else, When these people have their businessto arrange, we
have to take second place to their business arrangements.
We are not second place to the Regional Council of Minis-
ters. This is the Barbados Parliament to which we were
elected, and you only become a Regional Minister if the
people elect you to one of these posts. You are not elected
from the country to be a Regional Minister. You are a
Regiona) Minister when you are 2 Minister in a region.
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What I want to say, Mr. Deputy Speaker, — and none
of the interruptions will preventme from saying it — is that
the Leader of the House should be the last person to defend
this, because when he was asked a simple question on the
Widows and Orphans Resolution, a little thing like that had
to be postponed in this House three times so that the Hon.
Premier could deal with it; but the country’'swhole finances
rest in the hands of the Minister of Finance, and he cannot
disregard this Chamber with the sort of contempt with
which we find this Chamberis being disregardedby coming
on Tuesdays and bringing all the paraphernalia, and then
when we have to debate it, itisbeing pushed into a second-
ary position. This is an intrusion on our fudamental demo-
cratic rights which 1 feel we as Parliamentarians have a
right to preserve, more so in these days when there is so
much intrusion on the rights of democracy all over the
world, and we cannot allow it to slip up here.

1 want to remind the hon. member — and | will remind
him when | get more inthese proposalsto show what I mean
— that in their manifesto the Party saidthat it is irrevoc-
ably committed to foster, develop and sustain the principles
of Parliamentary democracy. If youbelieve in Parliament-
ary democracy, why ‘not treat us with the courtesy that
Parliament deserves and not reduce Parliament to a
tamarind tree tea meeting, or like a meetingturn where you
tell a person that it does not matter if he gets a turn last,
because next time he will get the first turn? No matter
who are your friends or enemies, there are certain basic
principles you have to follow.

The Hon. Premier introduceda Budgetin which he said
he wanted to make up a gapof $1,200,000 in the Estimates.
Now I want to explode the myth which the Hon. Leader has
just produced about the Premier being in Canada and this is
the only week he could go. The Premier himself made all
these arrangements knowing he was going to make his
Budget Speech at this time. The last Budget came in June,
but there is nothing sacrosanct about introducing the
Budget. Not only is there no date for laying the Budget, but
there is even no method of telling uswhen it is going to be
dealt with; so when the hon. member said that the Premier
had this commitment in Canada, do youbelieve, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, I would be so stupid a man......

Hon. C, E. TALMA: On a point of order, today happens
to be the 14th May and the Hon. Premier will soon be
arriving, and the debate is only now commencing; so each
and every one of us has a rightto place our case and make
any relevant point, and the Hon, Premier shall be back
and shall make the replies at the right time and in the
manner in which I know he will do it.

Mr. WALCOTT: I thank the Hon. Minister very much.
I am sure, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture who is an old Parliamentarian will agree that
even if you are in a Governmentandit does something that
infringes some of the basic principles of Parliamentary
democracy, even if they can be defended, he must admit
that it is an infringement. What 1 am saying is that the
Premier, being Minister of Finance and being the Premier
of Barbados, in making any overseas arrangements must
take into consideration his own local commitments; so that
if he is committed to introduce the Budget on 7th May, he
would have to make arrangements so that he would not be
out of the Island untilhe dealswith it because it is a matter
dear to him as Minister of Finance; and if the Premier has
undertaken to be away, he should make alternative arrange-
ments. Mr. Pearson is in the United States, but there is no
Budget debate going on in Canada. The Chancellor of the
Exchequer has to meet other people, but they have to wait
until the Budget is over. It is true that members who are
not members of Government, for the sake of not wanting to
create disharmony or appear to be making opposition for
the sake of opposition, sometimes allow some of their
basic rights to go by the Board, but it does not mean that
forever they are goingtodoit. Thisis a serious matter and
1 have given seriousthoughtand considerationtoit, because
1 am one of those people who know that in running a country
you only have to slip up once or twice before you find that
the iron hand of dictatorship seems to embrace you so
tightly that you cannot get out of it. I will have something
more to say on that,
1.00 p.m.
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That is a deficit which has been created under the
Table of expenditure..

Now, the Government budgeted for a revenue of less
than $29 million, part of which they were going to collect
by way of income tax. They have also budgeted for an ex-
penditure of $30 million. The Premier knows that he has
made proposals to redress this matter, but the Government
has come forward with this new political attempt and is
saying that it is not discussing the Budget Proposals as
we formerly did, but that we will have the time to discuss
them during Private Members’ Business. ThisGovernment
is using other ways of stifling debate on important issues
and they have taken a circuitous route of dealing with this
matter by coming in here with a Statement knowing very
well that you cannot debate a Statement. You have tried to
circumvent all of the channels of appropriate debate by
pushing this matter in a motion which you can only debate
during the second part of the day. You bring in the main
proposals affecting the Budget to be dealt with during the
first part of the day and youobjectto members dealing with
the Budgetary Proposals and Financial Statement while
dealing with these proposals.

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, these proposals for in-
creased taxation are to make way for the deficit of §1
million. You say that you are not asking the income tax
payer for any more money. In your Estimates of Revenue
you have proposals for getting in $8,400,000 from income
tax, and as I have said, | have read in these Budgetary
Proposals that youare making upfor a deficit of $1 million:
yet in this Income Tax Bill whichweare now asked to pass
we have seen that youhave notincreasedthe rates to get in
any more money. You are collecting income tax according
to the old rates.

Now, Sir, this is not a Bill which you are bringing in
for the first time. This is not a Bill which we are passing
for the first time. Money has been taken out of my salary
up to last week to pay income tax. Do not let us confuse
ourselves and think that you are coming to do something
now for the first time. This Rates of Income Tax Bill was
passed in the first instance saying what are the rates and
you are asked to do this each year. The Hon. Premier told
you that you have a deficit of $1,200,000; but he did not tell
you that there are people who owe the Government more
that $2 million for income tax. You are calling upon the
people of this country to make up this deficit and you say
that youare not calling upon income tax payers to pay more.
Through this same Income Tax Billwhichyouhave brought
here, you have income tax payers who owe the Government
an amount to the tune of over $2 million. 1 have my income
tax bill in my pocket and 1 paid my last bill on the 3rd
April, 1963. As] have said, youhavea deficit of $1,200,000
and you have outstanding over $2 million by people who pay
income tax. Now, you come today and tell me not to make
any reference to the Premier’s Financial Statement and
Budgetary Proposals while dealing with any of these three
Bills.

1 am sorry that the Hon. Premier is not present. |
would have like the Hon. Premier to hear whatl am going
to say. I want the manwhoclaimsto be the financial genius
to be here. Now, the average run of people who pay income
tax, pay it according to the P.A.Y,E. system, and some-
times they have to go to thelncome Tax Commissioner and
get remittances because they have paid income tax over
and above the amount which they should have paid. You have
people owing this country over $2 million in income tax
and they are not poor people eithers the people who owe this
$2 million are not the half-cent people whom you are
taking $5.00 as income tax from. You have passed a Bill
which has as itsobjects meanswhereby youare encouraged
to pay your income tax.] donot owe one cent as income tax
and] am not a rich man.Infact, poverty is my profession.
1 never had a lot of money: but what little ] have earned, 1
have contributed to the state fully without any question or
form of conscience because ] feel thata country must have
finance to run its business, particularly if the people are
asking for those things.

Are you going to tell the people of this country that
your income tax proposals are such astoproduce a situa-

tion like this? I am a Socialist; but you have to learn to
implement a way to narrow the gap.

Now, for the last ten years youhave said that this was
the position. In 1952~53 your Customs and Excise duties
amounted to $5,965,974, taxation, $6,056,197; in 1953-54,
Customs and Excise duties, $6,659,818, taxation $6,303,418;
in 1954-55, Customs and Excise Duties, $7,232,614, taxa~
tion, $6,340,771; in 1955-56, Customs and Excise Duties,
$7,668,853, taxation, $7,052,767; in 1956-57, Customs and
Excise Duties, $8,288,348, taxation, $7,593,522; in 1957-58,
Customs and Excise Duties amounted to $9,617,945 and
taxation $7,951,710; in 1958-59, Customs and Excise Duties,
$9,666,848 and taxation $10,739,504; in 1959-60, Customs
and Excise Duties brought in $10,798,902 and taxarion
$9,104,100, in 1960-61, Customs and Excise Duties brought
in $12,154,673 and taxation $9,861,313.1n1961-62, Customs
and Excise Duties, $11,530,975 and taxation $9,953,294.

Turning to the Budget proposals, what has the Hon.
Premier told us since he came into power? Customs and
Excise comes to nearly $14 million —whichis nearly one-
half of the total revenue which you get coming from out of
the people who buy food. Income tax comesto $8.9 million.
Those of us who have a Socialist philosophy always believe
that you should begin to narrow the gap between things
which people eat and which come through Customs, and
what people pay by way of income tax.

1.10 p.m.

When you buy through the Customs, youtax every poor
man, They are the poor people who have to eat food and buy
clothes and they are the poor people who have to live in
rented houses; but the gap is widened and we have to pay
for food the sum of $14 million out of a total budget of
$28 million. The amount of 50% of the total budget comes
from Customs duties and excise. You are imposing fresh
consumption taxes in a situation where youhave 50% of the
total revenue coming from Customsand Excise andyou have
not told us what you are doing about this $2 million. Now
you are coming in with Budget Proposals against a back-
ground of your own income tax situation and the gap is
widening on the other side. You are telling people: ‘1 am
not going to tax you any more.’’ Let us agree that the in-
come is high. I am not talking about income tax as some-
body who does not pay. I have topay my income tax; I only
work for a salary and I have to pay my wacome tax. 1 do not
get any fees; my salaryisknown.l get a few cents from this
House of Assembly and my salary from the Barbados Work-
er's Union is known, I cannot get any reduction of income
tax more than what the law allows. If the amount of $2
million is outstanding, it is not from those people who pay
$14 million for food; itisinother sectors, and your Budget
Proposals today include further taxation on these people.
Nobody can say that ] am a personwho is not paying my in-
come tax and I am talking like this.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 am going to deal with the Prem-
ier's Financial Statement and Budget Proposals in detail
when we come to discussthe matter, butl will deal with the
proposals as they relate to income tax. The Hon. Premier
has made a general survey of the economy of Barbados
and he starts off by saying this: ‘'The purpose of this
economic survey of the Barbados economy in 1962 is to
provide a background picture of general trendsin the econo-
my of the island against which the Budget proposals for the
year 1963-64 can be more clearly viewedandappreciated,’’
One of the important things in relaton to our fiscal policy
is income tax and in these proposals, these two items
represent the largest portion of our revenue — Customs
and Excise Duties and Taxation. As regards our revenue
for 1963-64, of the $29 million which is expected to be
derived from revenue, you will note that the import duties
and package tax account for $9 million and $15 million is
from Customs and Excise. Even in the Approved Estimates
you have a summary of the income and you will find that
in the year 1953, ten yearsago, the total revenue was what
we are getting today from Customs duties, that is, over
$14.9 million. You cannot say that the masses are getting
a freeness when it comes to taxation. With the Socialist
principle when the Conservative Government wasin power,
our sounding-board was that we would close the gap or we
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wanted to close the gap between CustomsDutiesand Income
Tax because the burden fell more heavily on the poor man
who has to buy his shoes and his clothing; the poor man is
being taxed and the rich is not called upon to pay. A man
cannot trust income tax when he goes to buy a pint of rice
or a pound of flour. Those people who owe any of this §$2
million arenotthose whoare working for $20 a week or who
are going to sleep without a meal, or those who are waiting
to buy cheapflying fish; those who owe any of this $2 million
are notthose whohave togo sleep with an oil lamp or those
who live on the barest level of subsistence; but it is those
people who enjoy a better standard of living than other peo-
ple in this community.

Why is it that we are making it more burdensome for
people in this community without stating the factsclearly?
In stating the reasons for making these proposals, the
Premier said that it was for the purpose of lessening the
gap of the deficit which we have. If you did not have this
deficit of $1,228,000, the necessity for imposing thistaxa-
tion atthistime would nothavearisen.l am not one of those
persons who will get on a platform andtell people that they
can increase or improve their standard of living at the
same price. I am a believer in having good social condi-
tions, but I do not believe in having these conditions at the
same price,

1.20 p.m.

A man who wants to live ina better house than the one
in which he is at present living must realise that it is going
to cost him more money. If a country wants a better stand-
ard of living, it is going to cost the country more. It may
not cost the people more inthe sense that the money can be
re-distributed in a way in which you get a better way of
life, but you have to bring in more money as such, and the
Government itself will re-distribute the earnings through
its fiscal policy, so that the level of taxation falls evenly
on the people who pay. If you see that the gap is getting
wider and that Customs Duties are going up and up, you
have to review your income tax. Thiswill bring a measure
of consolation and relief to the Leader of the Opposition and
his group, because normally they are the more affluent
members of this society, and any income tax increase would
fall heavier on those personsthey represent. I would expect
them to support the proposal not to increase income tax, and
I believe in a general way that very few people like any
increases except increases in which they are at the re-
cejving end. Everybody seems innately to possess the feel-
ing of wanting to hold on to as much as he can and only
giving as little as he is forced to; but I am sure that even
they would have to admit that if the gap gets too wide be-
tween income tax and Customs Duty in @8 community like
this, you would have to review the situation and attempt
tonarrow that gap, because you are going on on a con~
sumption basis; and if you have more pecple to consume
something, therefore you will be passing on a heavier
burden on the people who have to consume some of the
things you provide.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I feel that if it is the intention of
Government to review the income tax positionin Barbados,
by all means they should set up a Committee and review
it and not let us come totheHouse each year. The Govern-
ment that is in power came into office in December 1961
and this is their second Budget Proposals. Each Budget
Proposal included a heavier burden on the consumption of
things in this country, In twoyears’ time your consumption
tax has increased, and you get the situation in this island
where your Customs and Excise duties are rising faster
than your income tax, and the gap is getting very wide in-
deed. I would be quite preparedtoagree with a gap even as
wide as that if I knew you did not have all these defaulters
existing in Barbados. It is notfairina community to claim
you are having a budget of $8 million from taxation and you
have 25% of that in arrears. Let the hon. member say this
is not their fault but something they inheritedfrom the last
Government. | am the last person to resurrect the last
political Party. Everybody in Barbados will know that so
far ag ] am concerned they couldhave been dead ten years
ago. So far as] am concerned, they are dead and ] do not
believe in re-incarnation; I would have to come back here
89 times for purification, and if thatis so, they would have
to come back 899 timesfor purification. This is no time to

apologise for the last Government, because they were mem-
bers of a Party of destructers; so why should 1 want to
resurrect somebody who wantsto destroy? Evenmy closest
friend I am not goingto defend onthe guise that he is giving
me poison to suck and saying itisa sweet. Sometimes you
have to be more watchful of your friends than your ene-
mies, because your enemies do not get close to you, but
your friends can get right into your bosom.

Hereyougeta situation in which the Ministers are not
going to speak for this. The Premier saidhe is responsible
for finance and not the members of the Cabinet. He came
here with the first Budget and made the most brazen and
outrageous statement that in consulting them he did it about
five minutes before he came up with the Budget proposals.
They must be a bunch of idiots of the biggest class that
they have collective responsibility, that if the Premier
falls all of them will fall, and he can come with gigantic
Budget Proposals without consulting them though they went
around the country asking peopleto vote for them. Are they
such rainions that he can put proposalsto them five minutes
before they come here, and can gobackand tell the people
that the Premier decided they had todo it? No constitution
dictates that nonsense in any Cabinet. That happens when
you get inflated about your own importance and feel that
even those around youare not capable of advising you, When
you reach that stage, you are ready to die, because nobody
comes in the grave to advise a dead man; but if you are
alive, you are in need of legal advice, These are matters
which do not affect you as a person, but the community.
Nobody can run a country and say he does not need some-
body to advise him. It is not like a puzzling tin where if
you run short you can putina knife to get out some money,
and even there somebody has to advise you if you have the
knife too straight, that you should put it at a slant. When
the hon. member came here and made that outrageous
staterent at the time, ] wonder on whose behalf it was
made. Some of the members sat with a certain amount of
patience and tolerance and underwent that sort of public
statement being made which is a positive infringement on
their own sense of character.Whenl examine this and 1 see
what the Premier has said in these Budget Proposals, as
against the background of reality, how can you ask me to-
day when 1 vote for this Bill onincome tax not to make any
reference to these things?

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | want to ask the Hon. Leader of
the House when he replies if he would regard that as an
improper statement for me to make against the background
of the total arrears in income tax and against what is
budgeted for, if in the circumstances had he not been a
member of this Government but was sitting over there in
the Opposition and the Government had brought down Budget
Proposals which ostensibly were to make upa deficit in the
total amount they had in income tax arrears, what would be
his answer. ] know the hon. member very well, but life is
a funny thing. The Hon. Minister is now administering things
with which he did not agree. Youdidnot agree with every-
thing in the Five Year Development Plan, but let us admit
that we all agreed that there should be 8 DeepWaterHar-
bour and a Cold Storage. The other Government started
them, but youare running them for the benefit of the colony.
1 want to ask the hon. memberto say when he replies what
would have been his attitude to the arrears of $2 million
which represents about 25% of the total amount you budget
for, and whether he does not feel it more incumbent on
the Government to garner unto itself its arrears before
it comes with fresh taxation. Tell people in Barbados that
youcannot spend more money on them, and do what the law
permitsyoutodo.lf youpassa law that givesyou$10million
and the people in the community give you$8 million, do not
spend $11 million; make them wait,

I do not have to challenge the Government on its pro-
posals for expenditure, Mr. Deputy Speaker, because the
Hon. Leader of the House would have to admit that within
the same Estimates for which the Premier wants to make
up the gap — this $8 millionispart of it; and I want to tell
the Leader that the Government cannot do everything that is
in its manifesto in one year, two years or even three years,
and it would be stupidto give the public the impression that
because you wrote a manifesto, you are going to carry out
everything in it.

1.30 p.m.
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Karl Marx wrote a manifestointhe 1880'sand it is the
same manifesto of today; but do you realise that there are
certain parts of the Marx manifesto which are inapplicable
in Soviet Russia today through the march of times? Do you
think that whatever you have in your manifesto you can do
in three years? 1f youthink so, youdo not know the meaning
of the word ‘‘manifesto’’. A manifesto is only a document
containing certain particular principles which you have in
mind.

The Hon. Minister of Education within this same Budget
has a proposal which increases the expenditure of this
country. | donotgoinfor making any vain statements. I say
this. If you cannot feed allthe childrenby giving them all a
hot meal, you had better not continue with your hot meal
programme: you had better feed all with milk and biscuits
as you were doing and wait until the time you can do it for
all. I can bringina Resolutiontoday asking the Government
to give everybody who is walking about barefooteda pair of
shoes. Now, if the Government were to agree to that, up
would go your taxation for giving a pair of shoes to every-
body who is walking barefooted.

The question is if you are satisfiedaboutdoing a thing
and you feel it is essential.lf youare satisfied, well, do it.
1 like the courage of the Hon. Premier. Even if he is doing
something wrong he hasthe courage to say what he is doing.
However, courage is not the only attribute in running a
country, You have to runa country andtake into considera-
tion every aspect of it. [ know what I am saying, and1 am
satisfied in my mind, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that the people
of this country are not satisfied to know that you have out-
standing arrears in income tax of $2 million while you have
a deficit of $1 million, and you are calling on those people
who have already made up the large gap in your deficit
to continue to make up that large gap.

Now, this $2 million deficitisnota recurrent estimate.
Next year, it does not mean that your expenditure is going to
be $30 million. I think you have a recurrent bill of expen-
diture of something in the vicinity of $16 million or $17
million; that is to say, no matterwhat happens, we have to
look for a recurrent expenditure of a certainamount in the
vicinity of what I have just said.l think the correct figures
are set out in the Estimates.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 promised that 1 would make
reference to the manifesto of the Government Party. |
propose to do so now. I have read a part and ] believe the
Hon. Minister of Trade wrote it.Now, there are conflicting
things in that manifesto and thatiswhyl say it was written
by different people. When the Hon. Minister of Labour wrote
his part, he sald that this country was in a prosperous
condition. When the Hon. Premier wrote his part, he said
that the present state of thelsland’'sfinancesis a matter of
grave concern. The Minister of Labour was saying that the
Country wasina prosperous condition andtheHon. Premier
was saying that the finances of the country was a matter of
grave concern. There is no money andthelsland's savings
are now simply depleted,

Now, S8ir, if according to the Premier the lsland's
savings are now depleted, I say this.If] start off a business
and 1 find that things are not so good, 1 would look to see
who owed me money and | would start collecting from the
people who owed me. Thisis ordinary shopkeeping business.
It does not need any Euclidto solve anything. Beforel start
spending money 1 would collect from those who owed me.
You, yourself, said that the Island’s financesare depleted;
therefore, the first thing you should have done was to go
to the people who owed you. The Premier said that the Is-
land’s savings are now depleted. Thereisnomoney in the
General Revenue Balance and the Revenue Equalisation
Fund was recently committed by the Government to pro-
vide advances pending the raising of loanswhich may never
be realised.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, ] rise on a
point of order. 1 do not think it is quite true for the hon.
member to say thatwehave made noattempt. A supplement
of the(O fficialGazeste)dated 4th June, 1962, sets out a Bill
to look after that matter.

Mr. WALCOTT: Yes, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Govern-
ment set out in a Bill lastyearhow people would pay their
income tax in driblet terms. However, if youhad collected
the $2 million it would bound to reflect in your current
Budgetary Proposals.

What 1 was pointing out was that they stated in their
manifesto that the Island’s savings are now depleted and
there is no money in the General Revenue Balance and the
Revenue Equalisation Fund was recently committed by the
Government to provide advances pending the raising of
loans which may never be realised.l would say that that is
a political statement. This Government has benefited by
the fact that the last Government raised money out of its
own resources pending the raising of loans because when
this Government came into power, if the last Government
had borrowed money at the time whenthey could have bor-
rowed money, the interest rates would have been so high
that we would be paying a higher Sinking Fund. You have
therefore benefitted by those fellows utili sing what we had in
the kitty and their not borrowing at the time.

1.40 p.m.

But now you come to govern, down went the rate of
interest, If the finances of this colony were so bad, you
could not have come into power in 1961 and get anybody
in 1962 to lend you money. The reputation of this island
would have to be a good one in order that you could get a
loan in 18 months and raise the money so quickly. 1 do not
liketo make these uncharitable statements against my vilest
opponent. You were in a better position to borrow money at
the time when the interest rate went down; you had the luck
of the draw.I wantto say thatif Jamaica went on the London
Money Market they would get the same one and a quarter
million dollars. The lawyers have a way of making people
believe that when you go on the London Money Market it

| is like when you go tothe FairchildStreet Market and peo~

ple are waiting with money in their pocketsto say ‘‘Let us
have two shillingsworth of potatoes’’. But the money market
does not work just like a woman who is waiting to sell
potatoes. It means that when your creditis good people will
buy things from you.

1 think that the Hon. Premier worked a clever one in
showing how narrow he could get the difference in money
down, that it is only a difference of so much. You get Gov-
ernment Departments which spend money and it will make
you realise how neat the Budget is; but they can inflate the
cost of overtime so as to spend the money. 1 throw that
out as a hint to the Minister; the money would be utilised
because some of the Departmental Headswant to get it spent
as quickly as possible realising that the 31st March is
coming.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, in the year 1956 the value of our
exports was $32,875,000. This is dealing with sugar and
molasses. You will find that in 1957-58 the taxation was
$7.9 million. In 1957, the value of the domestic produce
was $45,011,000. The price of sugarwentupand the export
of sugar was $35,995,000, the export of molasses was
$4,833,000, making a total of $40,828,000 and the domestic
produce was $45,011,000. In 1957-58 you collected §7.9
million in taxation. The highest collection was in 1958-59
and that reflected a windfall which we got from the Suez
Canal. The taxation collected that year, 1958-59, was
$10,739,504. In the next year, the amount went down to
$9,104,100 and correspondingly in the next yearthe amount
was $9,861,313. In 1959 the value of the domestc produce
was $39,821,000 and it may be that in one year the rum
trade may have affected the gross domestic produce, be-
cause they had a drop while the amount of sugar did not
drop by any considerable amount. In 1961 the total amount
for sugar and molasses was $31,603,000, but it is likely
that we will get a windfall even from the Estimates which
we now have, because with the pricefor sugar the naticnal
income would increase as a result of the distribution of
more profits and more earnings, and therefore a higher
reflection in income tax,

Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 think that all of us should know
that the Government is satisfied with the estimate it has
made in the Budget Proposals for 1963-64 andthat is what
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the hon. Deputy Premier has come to us with, They have

estimated that they will get $8,400,000.In1961-62, you had
$9.3 million andin 1960 the domestc produce was something
like $35,016,000. On sugar alone in 1961, the amount was
$28,039,000. What 1 want to know isthis: what has happened
that the amount of income tax has been put down at §8

million? We do not want to budget lower for this item than
what we are going to get. I do not want anybody to come

along and say that a windfall has taken place and it looks
like higher prosperity. Do you not have your own people

coming into the income tax bracket from year to year on
the P.A.Y.E. basis? If you said thatthe employment situa-

tion has improved, then you should bring more people into
the income tax bracket. You cannot have a bigger employ-
ment or labour market and a lower income tax. I am sure
that today an analysis of any of the business houses in this

City will tell you that if we are employing more people in a
general way, then our income tax collectionwillrise on the
basis of the P.A.Y.E. system, unless you are putting

everybody below the income tax level.

1.50 p.m.

Now when you look at that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, and
see that the income tax we are going to get is $8,400,000,
that iswhere] want the hon, Leader of the House to tell us
quite frankly whether this $8,400,000 is your realistic
budgetary figure or a figure you have put in here based
on last year's crop. What was the value of last year's
crop? The Premier had some figures here andI am going
to quote his own figures. There is a figure of the 1962
domestic product. I was looking to quote from the figures
so that the Hon. Premier andtheHon. Leader of the House
would be able to tell me if these income tax figures relate
to these things, but I can guess the amount. The amount is
about $33 million so far as sugar is concerned, but 1 think
the total domestic product is $44 million. What 1 do not
understand, Mr. Deputy Speaker, ishow itisthat from these
taxation proposals we are likely to get less money than
what was reflected some time ago, andl would like to know
something about that,

The point 1 made at the beginning, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
1 will repeat here in closing. How can we adequately deal
with this general survey which includes these taxes for
which the deficit was made up, if we have to deal with it in
this disjointed manner? That is why 1 said you have not
glven us an opportunity to deal with it in relation to the
things that are to come. When we deal with the proposals
for whichwe have another two hour’s debate, it is going to
teach the Government a lesson. Some time ago their pre-
decessors were taught a lesson in here. They wanted to
turn back somebody in here, but we kept them here until
7,0’clock, and it never happened again. This is a lesson to
show the Leader of the House thathehas to be careful with
his tricks. You cannot come inthisHouse and think you can
risk any political gimmick by coming to us and telling us
these are the Budget Proposals one day, putting them be-
fore us today and then sayingnext week that we cannot dis-
cuss the proposals because you are going to bring down the
Bills, It is now five minutes to 2 o'clock, and you have not
passed a Bill yet, andthatisonly one. You are going to say
that it was not your intention to stay.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 take it the hon. member is
addressing the Chair.

Mr. WALCOTT: 1 am sorry. 2 o'clock will come, but
what you wanted to do was to passthe Income Tax Bill and
all the other Bills and then make the Budget Proposals one
of those stupid debates that has nothing attached to it, so
that we would be discussing a proposal long after it had no
effectiveness, because you had passed the things already.
The Budget debate must be an intelligent debate, and no
Government should be afraid of its Budget Proposals being
debated in the same way it is being introduced. My col-
leagues over there were rampant. We have had sessions
together against the last Government for this attitude, and
we warned them over there thattheir attitude does not pay,
that they would not always be there toget on with that, and
they laughed. 1 remember on one occasion the Minister of
Education telling them ‘'when we get overthere,’’ and they
looked over and said ‘‘Over where? Qver here?’’ 1 do not
associate the Mini ster of Education wholly with this attitude,

but as part of theGovernment, I have to associate him par-
tially with that sort of conduct whichisnot in keeping with
the tenets of Parliamentary democracy and what has been
enunciated in your manifesto. If we do not agree with the
Budget Proposals, we will say so, but you will pass them
because you have the numbers and if we do not like them,
we will criticise them; but it is your duty to bring them
down and let us debate them. We would discuss the propo-
sals and say we donotagreewithall the Budget Proposals
or thatwe agree with them, after which the vote is taken and
the Bills will follow.

What we do not like, Mr. Deputy Speaker — and] hinted
this — is that you cannot come to the House with this and
then meet at 12 o'clock in order to circumvent the debate
on this, then introduce things that form partof it, and then
by innuendo and by rising on 2 point of order, try to get
the Deputy Speaker to tell us not to make any reference at
all to it, because we will deal with the Budget Proposals
later, although the taxation proposals form part of this
Financial Statement. That is why 1 said that the Leader of
the House must give us in this House the same sort of
privilege that brought them into power, because it was the
general dislike for the last Government's parliamentary
attitude in believing that because they had numbers they
could do as they pleased that caused them to be outside of
the Chamber. People became disgusted with that conduct.
1 am asking the members of this Government, if they are
tempted, like any new boy would be tempted, sometimes to
be a little bit rash, to remember thatwe are part and par-
cel of a democracy in which we all believe and which we
want to preserve; and therefore when they are in power,
they should treat all of us in Parliament in the same way
that they would have us treat them had they been in our
place, because power is nothingthatisgivento them alone.
Anyone can be in power today and out of power tomorrow.

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Mr.DEPUTY SPEAKER: It now being 2 o’'clock p.m.,
this Sitting now stands suspended until 2.30 o'clock p.m.
2.00 p.m.

On re-assembling,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This is Question Time.

Question No. 95/1963 asked by the hon. junior member
for St. Philip. I observe thatthe hon. member is not now in
his place.

There being no other questions today, we move on to
Private Members’ Business,

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

RESOLUTION re FINANCGAL STATEMENT
AND BUDGETARY PROPOSALS

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order under Private
Members' Business stands in the name of the hon. senior
member for St. Thomas: To move the passing of a Reso-
lution to approve the Financial Statement and Budgetary
Proposals of the Hon. Minister of Finance,

Mr. BATSON: The Resolution reads as follows:-

““BE IT RESOLVED that this House approve of the
Financial Statement and Budgetary Proposals of the Min-
ister of Finance for the fiscal year, 1963."'

Mr. Deputy Speaker, hon. members present are well
aware of the procedure that hasbeeninstituted by this Gov-
ernment since last year by the introduction of these Finan-
cial Statements and Budgetary Proposalsby the Hon. Minis~
ter of Finance; therefore, the procedure thisyearis nothing
new to this Chamber.

I feel that hon. members during the course of the
Statement by the Hon. Premierwere very attentive and lis-
tened to all that had been said. Since then, 1 have been in
contact with many people in the community in connection
with the Statement and Budgetary Proposals, and] can say
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on behalf of this Government that in the majority of cases
the people are very much sympathetic towards the Financial
Statement and Budgetary Proposals of the Hon. Minister of
Finance. It is true that some individuals may have been
subjected to Ssome inconvenience by the proposals, but in
any evolution or transition, some individuals must feel some
shock. However, 1 feel that the shock, if it ‘might be termed
a shock, is not a8 serious one,

Now, Sir, when we look at a few of the commodities
which have been increased starting first with gasolene
which hasbeenincreased by five cents per gallon, 1 feel that
increase is permissible, I feel that many individuals who
own vehicies, though art the outset they might have de~
nounced the increase, yet in a serious vein must realise
that the actual cost of 70 centsa gallon or 78 cents a gallon
for the dearer one, is really not an exorbitant amount to
pay for gasolene, It i8 true thathumannature being what it
is, most individuals like everything for nothing; therefore,
when thisincrease of five cents per gallonwas put on, there
would be a shout, no doubt, by those who would have to pay
the increased price. I personally feel that five cents per
gallon is really nota seriousincrease, and] know that a lot
of hon. members are in wholehearted agreement with this
increase which was long overdue. As a matter of fact, 1
feel that it should have been done since last year, andl think
it was the hon. junior member for St. Joseph who was loud
in his suggestion to the Government last year that the price
of gasolene should be increased. Therefore, I am sure that
he would not be saying anything today in connection with
this increase because he had given the Governmentthe ad-
vice last year to do so and no doubt his suggestion has
served a good purpose.

Sir, you may find some hon. members onthe other side
criticising the cent increase on the price of rice.ltis
really not an increase, but the subsidy which was in the
vicinity of $450,000 on it has been reduced by 50%. I think
this should have been implemented since last year. Other
islands in the Caribbean are paying much morefor a pound
of rice than we are payingfor a pint., People in some of the
other Islands are paying to the tune of 19 cents a pint for
rice; therefore, ] feelthe average Barbadian wouldnot con~
demn the Government for instituting this slender rise of
one cent increase. In truth and in fact, we are not paying
more than this one cent increase because when the Gov-
ernment is subsidising it to the tune of $450,000, the peo-
ple themselves are paying this subsidy though they them-
selves did not realise it.

Some hon. members may think that the increase on
soft drinks is unjustifiable: but when yourealise that there
are approximately 50 million bottles of soft drinks which
are manufactured annually and the Minister of Finance
suggested that there should be anincrease of one cent, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, I do not think that is unjustifiable either.
2.40 p.m.

During the last few days, many of the shopkeepers have
made increases in the vicinity of four cents a bottle, and
people have been purchasingit; although it hasbeen to their
disadvantage, yet they have been buying these soft drinks
at 14 cents a bottle which isanincrease of four cents. I do
not believe that hon. membersonthe other side are serious
when they criticise the Minister of Financeinhis increase
of one centa bottle, Since the Hon. Minister made his State~
ment, some of the manufacturers have had meetings and
they have decided on an increase. Some of them have taken
into consideration the increase on gasolene; they have in-
cluded that in their overall expenditure, and they have
claimed that it is impracticable for thém to preduce the
same type of drink at the increase of only one cent. How~
ever, I have been told that one cent has been placed on the
small bottles and one penny onthe larger bottles. The con-
sumer has been apparently paying the amount very easily,
and it would be rather late now for hon. members to criti-
cise it because it has been accepted by the consumer. 1 do
not think that an increase of one centis beyond the capacity
of those who consume the commodity.

Moreover, Mr. Deputy Speaker, as to the Widows’ and
Orphans’ Pension Fund which has been in operation for a
long time, theHon. Minister of Finance has seen fit to make

a reduction of 50 per cent which, in my opinion, is a gift be~
cause the members of the Clvil Service have lost §4 a
month on every hundred dollars, and now they are called
upon to pay $2 a month, that in itself is a saving for them.
When we criticise the Budgetary Proposals of the Minister
of Finance we have to weigh the advantages and the dis-
advantages and things which have been instituted in the
interest of the vast majority of the people; we have to be
very careful in making our criticisms.

As to the Government Pensioners, we find that there
are 1,400 of them inthislsland and they willhave a handout
of $10 a month. That is an increase on their pension. If
there are one thousand four hundred of these pensioners and
they have been given an increase of $10a month that is ap-
proximately $144,000 which will have to be utilised in that
direction. One must realise that if natural increases have
been made, they will have to be metin order to recoup the
amount of money which will be required to fulfil other
commitments. The foreign pool betting duty has been in~
creased from 20% to SO%. It is not that the average Bar-
badian is a gambler, but Barbadians are much concerned
about these pools because if they wait on their monthly
savings they will have to wait for a very long time before
they can®accumulate any appreciable amount of such sav-
ings. Therefore, they risk much of their savings in that
direction in order to try and solve their financial difficul~
ties. However, Sir, this foreign pool betting duty has been
increased from 20% to SO% but the local duty on pool betting
remains the same. These pools which have been operating
locally have not suffered any disadvantage and they have
been allowed to remain at a duty of 20%. I feel that when
hon. members look through the Financial Statement — it is
true that no individual is perfect and all individuals are
subject to criticism; yet if we peruse this document care-
fully, we will find that it is very comprehensive and it
covers many aspects of our own endeavour., | feel that the
Opposition is going to have a very difficult task in making
their observations; 1 am expecting, for example, that the
hon. junior member for St. Joseph will say that a further
tax should be imposed on bicycles.

Mr. SMITH: On a point of order. Mr. Deputy Speaker,
the hon. member is anticipating what the hon. junior mem-
ber for St. Joseph is goingto say, but 1 think that he should
carry on with his speech and leave me out.

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I cannot refrain
from mentoning the hon. junior member for St. Joseph.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. senior member for
St. Thomas has referred to the hon. junior member for St.
Joseph who has replied, and the hon., mover of the passing
of this Resolution should not worry to comment on that.

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 cannot refrain
from mentioning the hon. junior member for St. Joseph: 1
feel it is appropriate that the comments should be made
because the hon. member will make a very good contribu-
tion to this debate in complimenting the Hon. Minister of
Finance on his Statement; thatiswhy] have referred to the
hon. member.

Anyhow, Sir, some individuals are saying that the tax
on bicycles should be increased. 1 have heardit stated that
items which actually bear the brunt of revenue should be
the ones to be taxed, This method of taxation should not
be haphazard or spasmodic, but it should be placed on items
on which you can guarantee revenue, and not make any
charge against owners of bicycles; onthe other hand, there
are several bicycles in this island which are unlicensed,
The system of bicycle licensing i{s a very trivial one; you
pay 64 cents and you get a plece of tin with numbers
painted on it. Anybody can do that.1 do not believe that the
revenue would be increased substantially by increasingthe
tax on bicycles, I am expecting ittobe said that the tax on
bicycles could be made $1.1 believe, however, that the Hon.
Minister of Finance has carefully perusedall of these things
and his decisions must have been arrived at after very
serious thought.

2.50 p.m.

1 feel that the criticism which the opposition might

launch on these Financial Statement and Budgetary Propos-
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als will undoubtedly give them some sort of headache, ]
do not think it is necessary for me to go on much longer;
so I will sit and listen to the remarks of hon. members on
the other side to see whether they have been doing their
arithmetic very well and whether they have been perusing
the Financlal Statements as ] have been, and then | will be
able to weigh the pros and cons to see whether they have
made out a proper case against this Resolution.

With those few remarks, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 have
much pleasure in moving the passing of this Resolutdon.

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, in rising to second
this Resolution, I must say that I have heard several com-
ments concerning the Minister of Finance, and I must say
that on any good deed you canlook for criticism. Now, Sir,
1 have heard suggestions about raising the tax on bicycles,
taxing rice and other things, butl must repeat that the posi-
tion of a Minister of Finance is a very difficult one and he
will be criticised even when he does good. But we have to
forgive those who make the criticisms, for they know not
what they do. The Minister of Finance has to know where
the money is to come from and how to get it, because he
has the country in his hands to runand he has to know what
he is doing. It is not for usto tell him what he has to raise
on, because if it were 8o, he wouldnever raise a penny; no
one likes to pay taxes. He hasto put before his Cabinet what
he wants to run the country. Asl said, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
the Minister of Finance does not know whom to please. ]
remember some time ago a woman had six children who
were working, but they werenotall working for one salary,
though each wascontributing to the mother. One would come
in and say he wanted bacon, while another wanted ham, and
yet another wanted beef-steak, and her brain was going
around like a clock in trying to please everybody, because
if she gave ** John'' bacon, ‘* Johnny"' wouldask for ham and
eggs. She had to try to stretch the money, because if she
ran out for one day, they would say that she wasted the mon-~
ey which they brought in. The Minister of Finance is just
like that woman who has so much to control. He tries his
best and we have to help him.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, there are some people who sug-
gested that there should be a tax of $5.00 on bicycles, The
average man in Barbadospurchasesabicycle because he is
unable to purchase a motor cartogetto work, and the ma~
jority of school children ride to school; if we tax bicycles
heavily, school children willbe affected. Wetry to get away
from taxing bicycles so that the under-privileged can ride
to work. How much damage does a bicycle do to the roads?
If we create anadditional burden on those who use bicyctles,
it would also affect school children who have to ride to
school. Sometimes the busfare {8 so greatthata poor man
or woman has to go and credit a bicycle to get away from
such heavy costs. If thisargument was usedfor vote-catch-
ing, Mr. Deputy Speaker, look how many votesthe Govern-
ment would be losing. 1 am glad therefore that the Minister
of Finance has not taxed bicycles.

1 heard the Minister of Finance say that there will be
one cent increase on sweet drinks. If that is so, 1 never
thought that the shopkeepers would have to put on a penny.
The manufacturers say they must get some benefit from
the cent increase, the shopkeepers must get a benefit; so
they have increased it by one penny instead of one cent and
it is coming from the consumer.

On the question of rice, Mr. Deputy Speaker, there is
one cent increase also on a pint. Tlfe rice brought to this
I1sland is subsidised, andif the Minister of Finance imposes
an additional cent on a pint of rice, what can we do? He is
looking for ways and means to run the country, and if he
does nat do that, thenthe country will run him, and we do
not want him to run so soon because we want to exist, and
we can only exist properly if we co-operate with him and
help him out of his difficulties instead of resisting him at
all times. We want more water facilities, more electricity,
more housing and other services; all these things call for
money, and the Minister of Finance hasto look to see where
he i{s going to get the money from to run this country.
3.00 p.m.

We cannot do that. 1 am a backbencher. 1 sit and lis~
ten; and if anything comes to this House and it is reason-
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able, 1, John Wesley Corbin or ‘'Homey’’, will vote for it;
and if I feel it is dangerous, 1 will vote against it. I have
told the Premier that] am on the bow of the ship and1 am
watching him sailing it, and I will warn him if I see him
heading for an iceberg; but if lwarnhim and he still keeps
heading on the icebergl, ‘“Homey"’, am going to get off: 1
am not going down on the ship, If I see him heading in the
right direction, I will sail with him: but the day he sails in
the wrong direction, goodbye, ‘*“Homey’’ is gone. The ship
is sailing in a very pleasant atmosphere today. I am sure
the Hon. Premier is going in the right latitnde this time. I
know the grievances of the people more than any other hon.
member. I drive sometimes in a motor car, sometimes on
the bus and | walk and 1 do everything. It is our duty to
find out the grievances of the people and take them before
the Ministers.

Sir, 1 have great joy in seconding this Resolution. 1
feel this Government is making a great success. Salaries
of people have gone up ail over theisland and for all cate~
gories of workers. Every man is receiving an increase of
salary today. We must tax something or other and if it is
not there, it has to be here. Thislsland can only be run by
taxation.

Taxation wasintroduced from yearsB, C, when August~
us Caesar brought in the firsttaxation, and from that time
until now every man has to pay taxes, Taxes will increase,
They will increase because the populationisgrowing larger
and larger andthe people are demanding more things, There
are greater services; therefore taxes will increase.

The Financial Minister hastolookatthe overall plans.
Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 am sure thataftera while the same
tongue which once cursed will speak in a good manner to~
wards our Financial Minister, |1 have nothing against him.
The only thing which would make me get up against him is
if he doesnot work inthe right direction. As long as he pro-
ceeds inthe right direction, ‘*’"Homey’* Corbinwillbe always
with him.

Sir, I second this Resolution and agree with it whole-
heartedly.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, having embarked
upon an approved Estimates of Expenditure of $30,508,515,
and an Estimated Revenue of $29,280,443, we find that there
is a deficit of $1,228,072. To meet this, the Hon. Minister
of Finance in his Financial Statement and Budgetary Pro-
posals has suggested ways and mean by which this deficit
should be absorbed. It is for the Government in power to
find ways and means by which they should plan their bud~
get. The collective responsibility of the Government, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, cannot be shirked, whether it is the Min-
ister of Finance or the Leader of the House. It is the col-
lectism- gesponsibility of the Government aithough it might
be said that the Minister of Finance whois trained in econo-
mics might have been the person who has put on the pro-
posals. On the other hand, Mr. Deputy Speaker, you will not
expect from the Opposition the same basisasyou might get
from the Minister of Finance or from the Government be-
cause the Opposition hasnotgot at its disposal the depart-
ments and the various figures which a Minister of Govern~
ment has.

Sir, before ] deal with any of the items which Govern-
ment has increased - and you will know why 1 prefer to.
say Government than to mention any particular individual
1 should like to make my own position clear. Although 1 have
made it clear so often to this House, it seems as if there
are some people who feel becausel have been named Lead-
er of the Opposition, it is my duty to rant and abuse, tear
and the likeinthisHouse. Itistrue that it is part of the du~
ty of the Opposition to criticise and discourage, to brake
and warn, to try to improve and indeed even to harass and
if necessary try to win the Government. However, all this
must be done in a constructive manner; and all this must
be done in a way which in my opinion would help to form a
democratic Government.

Now, Sir, as far asl amconcerned, and as regards my
experience in this House, | have nevercrossedthe floor of
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this House. 1 came to thisHouse asone thing and I will re-
main as one thing. 1 hope when the time comes for me to
be here no longer that 1 shallbeout still remaining a Con-
servative member of the Parllament of Barbados. I have
no desire to change that because that is how | feel in my
conscience, Of course, 1 do not want to push that label on
everybody although most of us are Conservatives because
that is what Barbadians are by nature. However, Sir, 1 do
feel, having made my position so clear in this manner so
often, that it is like throwing water on a duck’s back when
1 see in the newspapers scribes who wantto create a jeal-
ousy within my own Party, and who seem as though they
would like on every occasion 1 come in here, whether a
Bill is good or whether a Resolution is good or whether
Questions are in order, that becausel amnamed Leader of
the Opposition, 1 should get up and waste the time of the
House and offer opposition.

On the other hand, Sir, let me saythat] agree with the
attitude of the Government last week; butl must say, had the
Government insisted in proceeding with this Bill without our
being able to make reference to the Budgetary proposals, I

intended to join forces with the hon. senior member for St.

Peter and delay not only the passing of this Bill, but every
one of these Bills which come under the Budgetary Pro~
posals and Financial Statement by the Hon. Premier, just
to show that they had norightto do what they intended to do
last week.
3.10 p.m.

1 must say that ] agree with him that proposals which
are put up by the Government must be subjected to critic~
ism, and if they are to be subjected to criticism, then
opportunity should be given for making that criticism. 1
think it has been demonstrated by the hon. senior member
for St. Peter today that there is no point in denying mem-
bers that opportunity., I would not go so far as to say that
there was this attempt made by design, but I do say that it
wag stupidly done for the simple reason that the members
on this side of the House should be given an opportunity,
after such a Budget Speech or Statement, to make our cri~
ticisms of it. No one canreply tothat Speech or Statement;
no one could reply to the Financial and Budget Proposals
of the Hon. Minister of Finance immediately as the Min-
ister had finished those proposals, but only after we could
go through the Speech with our colleagues.] said that | in-
tended to talk right through on every possible Bill which
came out of this Financial Statement. I do not believe that
the Hon. Leader of the House realised the position whenl
said last Tuesday that it was my intention to speak on all
of these Bills, and 1 am so happy that Your Honour did
rule that it would be in order for any hon. member of this
House to discuss any of the Bills which arose out of the
Financial Statement and Budget Proposals. Nevertheless,
that has been passed and ] shall now propose to make my
observations and criticisms onthe Financial Statement and
Budget Proposals by the Minister of Finance and his Gov~
ernment.

As 1 have already said, if you look at the Draft Esti-
mates, you will see that the Government must look for the
sum of $1,228,072 so as to balance their budget, Those of
us who have had to do with any form of Government or of
business know well enough that there must be ways and
means of finding money either by direct or indirect taxa-
ton., Let me deal with what the hon. senior member for St.
Peter has said about the ratesof Income Tax Bill. The hon.
member referred to the fact that as to the Leader of the
Opposition and the members of his Party the non-increase
of income tax will obviously meetwith theirapproval. ] am
not denying that; 1 would say thatit meets with our approval
because if you go through this Financial Statement you will
see that attempts are made to increase industries in this
island; and if you follow the income tax rates in the other
islands like Jamaica and Trinidad, you will observe that
if we were not to agree in a matter of this sort, we would
not be agreeing towhat we hadput forward many years ago,
that is to say, that we should encourage industries and give
opportunities for industries to be developed. 1t is not that
we are happy about these ratesfor personal reasons at all.
It might sound strange to hon. members this afternoon to
hear that it is not the majority of the people who contribute
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the bulk of the income tax through the P, A, Y. E. system,
but it is the businesses and the corporations which make
this big contribution.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, in passing there is one point
which I would like toanswer aboutincome tax, It is that the
hon. member said that there isthe necessity for raising one
million two hundred thousand odd dollars, but there is
something like $2 million outstanding by way of income tax.
As far asl am concerned, I am not answering or attempt-
ing to answer anything, but 1 am wondering if the Govern-
ment has been caught in any trap. You will take into con-
sideration your $2 million less what the Commissioner of
Inland Revenue will consider as being not collectible and
the remainder would be given out for collection.l would like
to hear the Government on the other question. If you say
that you want to encourage industries and create jobs in the
country, you have to do something about the matter and ]
do not see what else could be done in this respect. Do not
let the Government sit back and feel that, because | agree
with them in something that they have done, I will agree with
them in everything that they have done or that } will agree
with all of their proposals. To the contrary,l do not agree
with all of their proposals.

There is one point which I would like to make béfore 1
go on to my criticisms, What would anybody think of me if I
came into the House and disagreed with the following state-
ments which 1 read in these proposals? 1 am quoting now
from page 3 of the Financial Statement and Budget Pro-
posals laid by the Hon. Premier, and I say that this is
something which my Party had been advocating for years
and years, This is what the Hon. Minister of Finance has
said in this Financial Statement and Budget Proposals:

‘At this juncture | do not propose to deal with the
statutory undertakings which were owned by us. Thereis a
strong committee examining the working of the Transport
Board; a world famed expert has examined problems re~
garding housing and his report is awaited; ] may add that 1
have received his first interim report this morning. The
Natural Gas Corporation is consolidating its position. 1
would repeat, however, thatthereisno reasonwhy the gen-
eral taxpayer, and this includes very poor people, should
subsidize a service which would pay for itself and make a
profit if it were operated by private persons.

The last sentence of that passage is very important,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, wouldl not be considered as a most
dishonest person if | disagreed with that passage? That is
my philosophy and it is the philosophy of my Party; it is
what we have always said.

3.20 p.m.

Let me put it this way; to those of you listening to me
and to those of youinthis Chamber, we do not advocate that
all public utility services, because we are of a Conservative
Party, should be run by private enterprise. Itis impossible,
and | do not want anyone to remind me of that. Just as the
Minister of Finance has made the statement that he does
not see why any private enterprise should not pay its way,
we say that there are certain public utilities - and we say
it strongly - that should be and must be run by the State;
and [ believe that just as the Socialists of Great Britain
have seen that the actual tenets of Socialism as laid down
in book form cannot work, the Conservatives of today rea-
lise that Conservatism today must be so far removed from
the Conservatism of yesterday that the two actually meet
halfway.

Naturally, Mr. Deputy Speaker, there are itemswhich
the general public must think of. Let usface facts. $1 mil-
lion must be raised. I have already saidthat we agree that
if you are to have andencourage industriesin this country,
you cannot frighten people away; but 1 go further and say
that you cannot give further tax holidays. What are the
things we have to talk about today? It is the question of
gasolene, rice, cigarettes, imported beer and sweet drinks.
You may say that an extreme Left Wing form of Socialist
might findwaysand means of doing things which would prick
the Conservatives; in a Right wing form of Government, a
Conservative Government, they might find waysand means
of raising money that would annoy Socialists; but there




comes a time when vou have got to face facts generally. On
this question of gasoiene, my own Party might have looked
at it from a different angle, worked out the figures and de-
cided taking into consideration the delivery of goodsand the
like, that gasolene could not bear five cents increase on a
gallon, but a little less; butas| have said, we have not got
the figures at our disposal. My own Party might have said
that to increase gasolene by five cents might very well
cause an increase in transport services, unless some other
means could be found to give assistance. On the other hand,
Sir, there is no point in coming here and saying the Gov-
ernment should put on three cents, although five cents show
us what we can raise from that,

As ] listened tothe hon. junior member for St. Andrew,
and the mover of this Resolution of acceptance who stated
that they have been moving among people and that shop-
keepers are charging more than one centona sweet drink,
I felt that if it is just one cent on a sweet drink, nobody
would worry; but we on this side cautlonGovernment to do
everything that is possible to see that the commodity does
not cost the consumer more than one cent as given in the
assurance to the public of Barbadosby the Minister of Fin-
ance. I am absolutely certain that ways and means can be
found to work that out, although we do not believe in this
continuing of control. We believe that competition willmake
these things come right, and we dofeelthat under the cir-
cumstances everything will be done. I understand from the
senjor member for St. Thomas that since this Statement
has been made, some of these drinks -] think he must mean
cokes - are being sold at four centsmore. ]| personally can
hardly believe that. 1 can hardly believe anybody pays ten
cents for a smallcoke.If thatis so, it i8 about time that we
offered severe criticism to that, and it is about time that
the Minister of Trade, who isthe Leader of the House,
should take steps to see thatthatisnot done. I am sure that
the addition of one penny on alarge coke and one cent on a
small coke is what was meant by the Government at the
time. If four cents isbeing charged, we strongly object and
we will harass the Minister until he does something to bring
that down.

On the question of the tax onimportedbeer and ale and
other drinks, that givesan opportunity to people,as has been
stated in the Premier's Statement, to support local indus-
try, and there is no peint in fooling ourselves. You are not
going to get people to come to Barbados and invest hard-
earned money in any industry at all if protection is not
given to them. 1 was rather carefuland particularly reluc-
tant in offering undue criticism when the beertax was inter-
fered with, because 1 felt thenthat young as the Government
was, you should give them an opportunity to see the error
of its ways. 1 do not think any of you on the other side
would consider me all of an idiot not to see that the sug-
gestion here on the preferential tariff of beer, ale and so
on would give every opportunity to local industry in this
category to regain its position in this country, and I think
that is a step in the right direction.

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, onthe question of cigarettes,
how many of us who sitaroundthisTable feel that the pro-
posals for cigarettes are unreasonable? I must confess,
however, whenl hear members on the other side say that
the one cent increase on a pint of rice will not be felt by
people, 1 do notagree with that. Evenwhen 1 heard the Pre-
mier say that to those who eat a lot of rice, it is starch
anyhow, let them eat potatoes andyams, ] would like to as-
sure him that he cannot change people from their habits,
and Barbados is a tremendous rice-eating country; but what
you have done is tc withdraw the subsidy, which would car-
ry it to one cent more.

3.30 p.m.

To the pecple of Barbados ] say thathe mentioned that
in Montserrat it is 17 centsa poundand in St. Kitts it is 19
cents per pound; thizswasto counter whatis going to happen.

Before you pass this, 1 wonder if the Hon. Minister of
Trade will tell me in view of the fact of what ] have seen
in the Press, that is to say, a notice with respect to the
shortage of rice - and I hope in his reply he will give an
answer this afternoon - what steps are taken to ensure
that we do not run out of this commodity. 1 do not think any-
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one can be angry with the Trade Union Leader, if what I
have read is correct, that they have decided to back the
Trade Union of British Guiana by not handling any cargo
from British Guiana. ] hope the Hon. Minister of Trade will
not wait until the horse is out of the stable to act. The inter-
view which 1 have read in the Advo cate by the number of
persons who have to deal with it leaves me with doubts of
the plight of the unfortunate people of this Island who eat
rice as their main diet.

Sir, 1 feel that the Budget onawhole is presented with
a view of raising this $1 million deficit. The sources from
which you must raise your money must be either from di-
rect of indirect taxation. This country with its population
problem and its doors closed to emigrants to the U, S, A,
to Canada and now to England, makes itnow more difficult
than ever; therefore, whatwe mustdoisto try to encourage
industrialisation. 1, like the hon. member for St. Peter, re-
peat that it is regrettable that theHon. Premier afer mak-
ing his Budget Speech had to go off to Canada because }
agree that no one would be more fitting to answer and to
give us the details which we would like to know than the
Hon. Premier himself. May be, some of us would accept
what the Hon. Leader of the House has said that arrange-
ments had been made for this trip which the Hon. Premier
is making long before today.l doagree with the hon. senior
member for St. Peter that this matter with which we are
dealing is of paramount importance and this should come
first; therefore, if the Hon. Premier knew that he had to
go away at this time, this shouldhave come earlier so that
we could have discussed it before he left and so that we
could know what the entire position would be from him.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would not let modesty prevent
me from saying this. What we have seen from the Budget
proposals is that Barbados has had such a good name in
England and in the financial market that within one minute
they could raise a loan of $10 million. The hon. senior
member for St. Peter saidthat we inheritedthis good name
from the last Government; so I willask from whom did the
last Government inherit this good name? 1 will only say
that the Conservatives ran it before the last Government
and they ran it with a good name so that when the Socialist
Government took over, our debt was practically nil. Unlike
what has happened in some of the otherlslands, throughout
the years no bank can tell youthatany businessman of this
country has ever been found owing any large sumes of mon-
ey to the bank. When people come tothis country - inspec-
tors gf banks - totalk about development of industries, they
do not necessarily come to members of thisHouse because
they have been electd to this Chamber; they might hear
something from members of the Government asto the pol-
icy of Government; but as regards the Island’s stability,
they get what they want to know about that from the banks.
Therefore, when the hon. member saysthatitis a trick of
the way of a lawyer when he says that we are so good that
we can raise a loan within one minute and that the last Gov-
ernment said the same thing, let me ask; if Barbados had
a Government which had been reckless in its expenditure
and in its government before the first Socialist Government
took up the reins of government, what would have been the
posititon when attempts were made to raise money in Lon-
don? Modesty would not prevent me from takin g that share
of the credit for the way in which my Party ran the Gov-
ernment. Although our members are few now in this
House, we have lived to see a number of our suggestions
adopted and put into operation by other Governments. We
do not grudge you. Far from that, we encourage you. On
many occasions, 1 have had to criticise you. You also know
that there were many individuals of the last Goveernment
who said that there was no love lost between us.

3.40 p.m.

It is not that 1 am afraid of any member of the Gov-
ernment, butl do think that people should be given an op-
portunity. This Government might take the credit for the
Deep Water Harbour; the last Government might take the
credit for it also; butl have stood up in public and1 have
heard the hon. senlor member for St. Peter and myself
get tremendous abuse for the Deep Water Harbour. Since
the Deep Water Harbour has been constructed it is paying
for itself; it is paying for its services. It is paying for the
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interest on the $12 million loanandeverybodyis taking the
credit for that, However, as] have said,1 have stood up and
heard references to the hon. senior member for St. Peter
and my self andwe were being criticised, Some of the people
who had interest in lighters refused to press for the Deep
Water Harbour which, at one time, would have cost about
$5 million instead of $30 million. We are indeed happy to
think that this Deep Water Harbour with itsbunkering ser-
vices should be so profitable. ] want to say that it is part
of the duty of the Oppositiontopresshome things. We said:
‘*“Yes, we should have the Deep Water Harbour.” That is
why 1 have never been a hypocrite to say that the construct-
ion of the Deep Water Harbour hasg displaced workers and
we ghould never have had fit.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, you take up your Estimates and
you will see what the Deep WaterHarbour is doing for this
island. Although it may be said thatwhenthe present Gov-
ernment took over from the last Government there was not
much in the kitty, yetit may be said that the value of money
is not always when you haveitinyour pocket, but when you
have a name. Let us take itinthis way. I am willing to bet
anything today that there are placesaroundthisisland which
could not raise a million dollars in England within the next
two months, never mind raising that money in one month, or
at any kind of interest rate, not evenat the usury rate. That
speaks well for this country.Qur Party is small in num-
bers, but we are not ashamed of anything. 1 render to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things
which are God's. Whetherthere are meninthe Cabinet with
an economic background and the ability to correlate and
bring together these facts and figures and have them pre-
sented in this way, I do not know; but I say this. During my
time in here we have been treated to speeches and address-
es on constitutional development, possibly yearafteryear:

and during that period, with our limtited experience — be~

cause there are persons who like to tell the members of
my Party that we are not University graduates. As to that,
I say you hang these things up on a wall and you will see
how much they will bring in every month. Some of the peo~
ple who were insulted did not know thart the insults were
meant for them. I am still a Conservative, no matter what
you may offer me. As 1 have said, I render to Caesar the
things which are Caesar's and to God the things which are
God’s. Possibly we would not have put on five cents on the
gasolene or a cent on the rice as it is now; we would
have looked at the matter in a different light.

On the question of Tariffs, we might have done like~
wise. With $2 million outstanding, didyoutake into account
that you had this money outstanding when you took into
consideration that you had $2 million leftandthat you took
off 20%, or that the Commissioner of Inland Revenue de-
cided how much was to betakenoff?1 do hope that the Hon.
Minister is listening to what I am saying because this is
a very important question. Let usremember that, as to the
gap between direct taxation and indirect taxation, if it be-
comes wider and wider, even an arch-Conservative must
be worried in 28 community because he could not be happy.
If you throw the entire burden on the consumer, if he can
spot that direct taxation is not bearing its burden then no-
body with anything inthisislandis safe.l hope that the Hon.
Minister will be ina positiontoanswer this matter. It must
be remembered and borne in mindthat what has been com=~
ing infor 1963-64isthe tax for last year. 1 have had to deal
with figures with the Commissioner of Inland Revenue, and
I know that the amount of money which has been coming in
the Estimates for this year is cominginfrom the earnings
of last year or from business.

1 know, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that hon. members will
want to talk on this matter, but I do hope that in future
whether it be by accident or by design, no attempt will be
made to do a thing like this. The hon. senior member for
St. Thomas has come forward with this Resolution and the
Hon. Leader of the House has wisely seenfit to let it go as
the first Order onthe Qrder Paper under Private'Members’
Business. However, 1 do not think that the attitude which
had been adopted by the Government should be the attdtude
to be adopted. When the other Government was in power,
similar things were done and we all know what happened.
I do feel that the opportunity should be given to hon. mem-
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bers to offer our criticisms, and1 am saying that where
there is room for criticism we will offer that criticism.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, there is just one last point which
1 would like to make as to the Hilton Hotel. 1 suppose that
that matter will be dealt withata time not so far from now,
and 1 will reserve my comments on that; but it is about
time that if the Government has beentalkingabout a crash
programme, they should let their crash programme be
something of a lasting nature. | remember that Franklin
Roosevelt came forward as a Democratandhewas bitterly
opposed. Hewas opposedfor two yearsand in the third year
a Conservative paper backed that Democratic candidate for
crash programme. They worked upon something which
was of a lasting nature, something on which people could
see that money was being spent. | counsel this Government
that in relation to their Public Works Programme and in
their Highways and Transport Department, they should
see that the work is carried on expeditiously and that the
money will be spent correctly. I caution the Government
to take greater care with their works programme: and if
they get a proper day’s work for the money which they are
spending, it will mean a lotto these people on whom we are
now imposing this taxation.
3.50 p.m.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, with those few remarks, I think
1 have made my contribution, but I want it to be clearly
understood that to be Leader of the Qpposition does not
necessarily mean as has been said - andl think the Minis-
ter of Education will correct meifi am wrong — in a book
by Randolph Churchill himself that you must of necessity
oppose everything that comesuporitisyour duty to oppose
everything that comes up. As a matter of fact, that would
have to be viewed with great qualifications today, because
those of us who have been following the Conservative Gov~
ernment together with the Socialist Party realise that they
are meeting in the way rather than letting another political
philosophy like Communism creep into these parts.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 am going to
demonstrate to you what | was saying earlier about this
Budget. Now we have the spectacle right here that we are
going to deal with the Budget on the motion of the hon,
senior member for St. Thomas, but all the things that fol-
low in Government Business are items stemming from this
survey in which you have this disjointed exercise. I am
going tobe very harsh today.l excuse the hon. senior mem-
ber for St. Thomas and the hon. senior member for St.
Andrew.

When it comes to these Budgetary Proposalsandwhat
is involved, God help usthatatthistime of our history that
is not all the thinking we have to rely on, because you would
pass onthiscountry toadictatorship pure and simple. They
do not understand the implications. Some of them went
skirting around with their facetious remarksabout bicycle
taxes, and about going around the country to see whether
people are charging a cent or a penny on sweet drinks. It
looks as if we are reaching the stage of parliamentary
morass in which members of the House are incapable of
interpreting the very legislation that they sit down and
pass. We are coming toa very unhappy state of affairs be-
cause the consumption tax on these beverageswasnot only
based on a bottle; itwasbased on so many cents per gallon;
so it is a quantum tax. Yet you get this type of political
ignoramus chat coming forth from people who do not know
what to go and tell the people they represent. On the other
hand, I find, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that they have brought in
some gimmick and put one on the Government side and one
on the Opposition side, and they are carrying on some little
treaty of speaking to people on Rediffusion tonight. So far
as 1 am concerned, 1 speak to the people every day.

So far as this is concerned, I will start off with what
the Minister said in the survey. It states: “‘As it is ne-
cessary, in a developing country like Barbados where Gov-
ernment’s fiscal policy is aimed at providing the infra-
structure and pre~conditions for take-off from a period of
stagnation, that the members of the general public as well
as the members of the Legislature and more politically
sophisticated should be kept fully informed, the survey




has been presented without an abundance of statistical
tables and with the minimum use of technical terms.’’ |

should like to say that if the Premier made the statement
‘‘providing the infra-structure and pre-conditions for take~

off from a period of stagnation'’, that is not true. Mr.
Deputy Speaker, to talk about Barbados' infra-structure

being in a state of stagnation is to speak about Barbados’
education. We boast that Barbados' education is second to
none in all of the West Indian territories. That is part of
your infra-structure, as well as your schools, your hospi-

tals and your public services. What is wrong with your
infra-structure? Your infra-structure hasalwaystobeim~
proved upon, and I would say that there is no territory in
the whole Caribbean including the French, the Dutch and
the British where you will find as good a road system as
exists in Barbados. For 166 square milesyouhave a higher
density of good roads than in any part of the world, There

is no part of the world with a density like this where you
have nearly 800 miles of road in 166 square miles.

1 will say quite frankly that this is something we have
inherited from our village and plantation system. Under that
system, you had to have little by-ways and roads, but that
has created a problem for us; and I think the amount of
roads we have takes a great deal to raintain, because you
are maintaining 800 miles of roadin 166 square miles which
provide a higher road density and higher road expenses
than the density of the population even justify with 240,000
people; and if you went tothe UnitedKingdom or the United
States, you can very well see what the road bill would run
into. This is a relic of the past, and some of our politicians
still want more roads to be built right down to the last
person’s house, and there is resistance from those people
who live in remote villages and in gullies, who, instead
of coming to the front, want to remain to keep their pigs,
goats and cows, and therefore you have to go in for the
actual structure of more roads and putting in water and
light in an area where the total cost of the houses cannot
justify the capital expenditure tocarry these servicesthere.
We need a complete re-orientation in our thinking and a
re~-orientation of the members in our House. 1 therefore
do not subscribe to the view that the infra-structure has
reached a state of stagnation.

1 would like to know, Mr. Deputy Speaker, who has
decided that on this Budget debate the Premier and the
Leader of the Opposition should be accorded facilities out-
side of the House and no other member. 1 say that quite
seriously, because if your office, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is
going to be a sinecure andpeople are going to come in here
like that, it is goingtoexpense Rediffusion, because I would
take the microphone and break it upandnobody can charge
me because it has no right beinginhere. It is not the pro-
perty of the House and the Government would have to pay
for it. What 1 want to say is that there cannot be any
collusion between the Government andthe Leader of the Op-
position by according them special facilities in here that
are not extended to other members. They would have to go
on a platform to have these facilities.

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of order, I do not know why
the hon. member said that there can be no collusion between
the Government and the Leader of the Opposition. I should
like to assure him that there is absolutely none.l know
nothing about Rediffusion, and he knows thatifi knew any-
thing, I would tell him.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think it is good that the
hon. senior member has raised that point, because other
members have wondered about it; but I have been informed
by the Clerk of the House that the Rediffusion authorities
wrote asking permission to have a record of the speech
by the Leader of the Official Opposition.

Mr. WALCOTT: Well, this whole businessiscomingto
a very unhappy pass, because if Rediffusion is now having
direct communication with Parliament, 1 say these are
intrusions into our basic right, Canyouimaginea debate is
going to take place in the House of Commons on the Euro-
pean Common Market or the new Skybolt missile and the
Director of the B,B,C. is going to write one of the Clerks
telling him that they want to set something up in the House
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of Commons and {tisputthere like that? I have reached the
stage where I wonder what is happening to this Chamber.
What are we comingto? Thisisonly an indication, as1 said
earlier, where the Government initiates peculiar practices,
and private sources now feel they can follow.

4,00 p.m.

Now, Sir, I am going to move a Resolution, maybe
subsequently, deploring the imposition of any of these trans-
mission systems, and they have the brassandeffrontery to
get an outside source to come to the House and broadcast
their speeches whenever they want themselves heard. 1f
they want that, let them get it done by some other means,
Let them go to the studios of Rediffusion and make their
broadcast. I repeat, they should get the permission of the
House before they do it.

Sir, if I may describe my view asregardsthe Financial
Statement and Budgetary Proposals of the Minister of
Finance as I see here in this paper, 1 would regard it as
making a hurricane out of a drizzle. The deficit of
$1,200,000, is a comparative drizzle in the whole economy
of Barbados; therefore, you were making a hurricane of it
last week. If we had reached the endof our taxation policy,
1 would say, all right. We know that in taxing a country,
there is no finality in your policy. We know that it does not
mean that you have come to the end of your road and that
this is your last taxation policy.

The Hon. Introducer of these Budget Proposals spoke
as if this was the end of histaxation policy. Asl have said
earlier, you have raised your Customs and Excise Duties
up to almost $15 million; therefore, when you have your
Customns and Excise bringing in $15 million out of your total
revenue of $30 million, you will have to admit that the
taxation on the people of your whole community is S0%.

Sir, 1 am not running the Government; therefore the
Government must take its lashes. Who advised the Govern-
ment to undertake the school mealsprogramme before they
were ready to incur the recurrent expenditure? They knew
that our economy could not meet that without another $5
million added to it. Who told them that the children were
starving? As it is now, all are not eligible for it; so you
are asking the children of St. Peter whom 1 represent to
swallow while those in St. Lucy drink soup. As a matter of
fact, some will go to school for the next five years and will
never get a hot meal.Itdoesnot mean that because you had
put this in your programme that you should start on it when
you found out that you couldnot start on it yet. You had the
Premier saying that by the end of September 1962, if the
Minister of Education did not get the hot meal programme in
operation he must resign. That bogus talk does not appeal
to me. It does not sound sensible. What is the urgency of
having a school mealsprogramme? Were people dying from
starvation or suffering from rickets? Whenyougivea child
a hot meal at school, what have youdone? The Hon. Prem-
ier talked about rice having a lot of starch in it. I would
say that a hot meal has in starch too.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 have to take this at random
because ] want to finish by 4.30 p.m.1 would like to ask the
Hon. Minister of Trade to enlighten me on this matter. 1 do
not know whom the Hon. Premier was referring to but in
his speech he said: *‘1 have heard one eminent Trade Union-
ist claim that we are subsidising low wages when we do
that, the theory being that if you have to subsidise a com-
modity like rice, then the people are not paid subsistence
wages because they cannot be paid out of their own pockets.
This is a theory with whichl entirely agree and ] think this
learned gentleman and ] are agreed on many other things
although not on all."”

1 have always been a believer in the theory that if you
subsidise an article, you can only subsidise the article
based on certain fundamental things that are lacking, and 1
have always said that if the price of an article is sold at
free market price and a reasonable price is paid for it, the
only justification of subsidising that article isif the wages
paid by the people residing in the community are too low
or if it is being prepared in the territory for which it is
produced at reasonable cost; if the producer cannot produce
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it without a loss, then you can give a subsidy. This is not
on the basis that you are subsidising low wages in British
Guiana when you are subsidising rice. Whatl would like to
say here is that this connotes that youare subsidising this
article because the wages here are so low that the people
cannot pay a reasonable price for rice; therefore, you are
subsidising an article to depressed people, 1 British Guiana
is selling its rice ona free marketbasis, and Barbados and
everybody admits that the price they pay isa fair price for
the rice received, therefore the question of subsidising it
can only be agreed to on the basis on which you did it in
the war time, and you subsidised other food items along
with it so as to keep your food prices down. You did that
then because you did not want your food prices to rise as
high as they could rise,

1 agree that there isno justification for the subsidising
of rice now, butthisiswhere] say that the Hon. Premier is
like the Hon. Leader of the Opposition.He, too, is afraid of
taking off the whole subsidy because heisafraid of the peo-
ple.

Sir, I do not subscribe to the view that you cannot pay
this or you cannot pay that: I only subscribe to that view
if you are not in need of the money. You can utilise the
money being spent on subsidising rice on some other thing
because 1 am satisfied, if Barbadians can go up on the
Garrison Savannah on race days and gamble away money
and they can goand pay money into pools, that they can take
some of their money and buy itinrice. There is no chance
which you are taking in your buying a pint of rice.
4,10 p.m.

Whenever you buy a pint of rice youwill get something
to eat. If you have people spending money in something
else — 1 may say that my criticism of the Budget is that if
you take the subsidy off an item because it is no longer
justified, 1 ask whatare yougoingto utilise your money on?
On the amount of income tax? l wouldlike the Hon. Leader
of the House totell meifitis a fact, because [ do not know,
if youhaveincreasedthe duty ontooth paste? In a communi-
ty in which you are saying that you want to give the school
children free food, these are the same people to whom you
are giving free education. Tooth paste is one of the health
products which you use. When I make an analysis of this
matter, I want to know whatiswrong with some of the mem-~
bers of the Cabinet. You are putting a tax on tooth paste
and you are allowinga vacuum cleaneranda carpet cleaner
to come in free of duty. Youhave a little tube of tooth paste
for 12 cents and you are putting an Ad Valorem duty on
tooth paste to raise what?] believe that you want to bring in
these vacuum cleaners and carpet cleaners for the hotels,
but you take the 4d Valorem duty off everybody and say that
they must have carpet cleaners. ] am just making this
rough analysis. Can any Minister tell me why they want
to increase the duty on tooth paste in respect of children
for whom we want to promote health habits?

The hon. mover of the passing of this Resolution said
that he read the Financial Statement and Budget Proposals;
well, if that is so, if I wentto St. Thomas and said that the
hon. member preferred to see vacuum cleaners come in
without duty and that they put more duty on tooth paste,
would that be an unfair criticism? If these things were to
become publicized and they were to become current, what
sort of thing would happen? We want to give a little dental
service here, and before you encourage the community in
carrying out some of the health habits, you are increasing
the duty on tooth paste] 1 am saying that where a person
can encourage people to preservetheir teeth, thatis a good
thing, 1 want to say that toothache isone of the worst things
which you can have, In thatway youlose manpower and you
have a high degree of absenteeism; if a man has toothache,
he cannot come out to work.

The proposals dealing with the consumption tax are not
proposals with which we can deal atall because they come
in Orders. We cannot just say that we do not approve of
something in the Order; however, it is a question of re-
viewing these Budget Proposals in the light in which they
are given to us. 1 askthe members of the Government this;
how are we going to justify this? The Hon. L.eader of the
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Opposition has said that he was very pleased that the Gov-
ernment wanted to encourage people in Barbados to buy
more Barbadian goods. 1 may say that this is the first
Budget during the discussion of which] have been fortunate
to be present. Things seem to have conspired against me;
I left the Island at the wrongtime.l was not here when the
first Budget with the beer was being debatedand I came in
at thetail end.1 said to theHon. Premier that he was either
a madman or a fool to do what he did with the beer. You
always encourage a country to supply its own goods and
you encourage the people to buy them. If you are going to
get drunk, well, you may aswell getdrunk. I know that this
statement about Banks Brewery discouraged it to the extent
that some of the shopkeepers have got the stupid habit that
if you ask for beer they will ask you: ‘*“What beer? 1f you
were to say ‘'Banks Beer'’' they would say: ‘‘No, not Banks
but Amstel.”

4.20 p.m.

When you land inHolland, they put Amstel or Heinekens
before you, and if you do notdrinkeither of them, they ask
you if you would have a little German beer. If you say
“‘yes'’, they would say: ‘‘We had some last week but all has
gone.” If the Premier has done anything against buying
Barbados goods, he has done it himself. When the senior
member for St. Andrew saysthese things, he has to remem-
ber that if the Premier makes rash statements, he must
pay for his mistakes.l am not going to be like the Leader
of the Oppositionandtalk about giving him a chance; you do
that in romance, He must take the blame for creating the
atmosphere against buying Barbados goods. He started a
campaign against Banks Beer and collected less money in
consumption tax; so he had to take it off in order to get
money. Now he has seen the sense in creating an atmos-
phere for buying Banks beer, but he came in here at the
time with the economic conumdrum that it was better to
import beer than to allow Banks to develop, with the idea
that they only employed 68 people. That number of 68 people
is going to grow,

Mr. Deputy Speaker, this morning, I tied upan agree-
ment on the Port at the Deep Water Harbour on behalf of
the workers there, No man could get$9.00a day on the old
Port, because there was not that income from which they
couvld get such a wage. You are now getting a total income
of $5 million from bunkering where you did not get one
penny before; so therefore you analyse these things-in the
light of what it produces. Those of us who sat on the Deep
Water Harbour Board, recommended that there shouldbea
Deep WaterHarbour; but because people did not plan for the
consequences that would take place after itserection, they
looked for scapegoats. I have been in politics long enough
to be a scapegoat but Godhasblessed me with thick should-
ers. The position now isthat this country’s national income
will go up as a result of increasing these wages, and our
position will go up as a result of the Deep Water Harbour
because of the number of ships thatcome here for bunker-
ing, and the invisible income we are going to get from the
reclamation of land, and by offering investors an oppor-
tunity to put things right there in theHarbour mouth, which
are going to create investment income which you cannot
calculate interms of dollarsand cents, The whole country's
face is going to be changed, because it is going to give a
face lift and a frontage to the community which it deserves.
The infra-structure has been built up, and if the Premier
has now come around to the pointwhenwe have been think-
ing seriously about these things, we must accept.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, some people suffer from fright
and fear. They feel that if you say something first and they
have not said it, they shouldnot doit because it is likely to
reflect more credit for you. You willnever be able to stop
ideas coming into a person’sbrain, Asamatter of fact, the
person himself 1s not responsible, because he does not know
how it occurs, but it happens. This is a small community;
and from the money you spend in industrial development,
some will have to go in diversification, because we are
still anagricultural community and it{s necessary for us to
have these things; and when1 analyse this against what he
said earlier, 1 can say‘’Itoldyousol’’ It is not therefore a
question of taxing these people and saying you have only
put a cent on this and a cent on that. What ] will say to the
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Premier isthat the incidence of taxation on the consumption
basis was too heavy for the community to absorb at one
time. Do not think that in three years you can do all that
you want to do, because after all we do not draw our sala-
ries at the beginning of the year; we draw our salary for
the year at the end of December; so do not come with in-
flated taxation proposals, because they would jar the people
on whom they fall heavily.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, when you analyse the position in
1961, you were getting $11 million in Customsand Excise,
but now you are getting $15 millionintwo years’ time, You
have to be careful thatyoudonot let the gap between direct
and indirect taxation fall heavily onthe spending power, and
if you continue to reduce the spending power of the man in
the street or the masses of people, you are only shrinking
their income and making it more difficult for them to exist.
1 heard the hon. senior member for St. Thomas make a
statement. My office is by the market, and I can tell him
that there are people in Barbados who goto the shop every
day to buy food. There are people who do not belong to the
class of persons who buy goods by the week. There are
some persons who not only buy food every day, but each
meal means a trip to the shop; therefore any increase at
any point is something they are going to feel.

Now we do not say even for those reasons that your
fiscal policy can remain static or that there should be no
increase in consumption tax here or there. ] would like to
emphasise what the Leader of theHouse has said. There is
too much emphasis being placed on one sector of workers
in Barbados for laziness. There are examples of laziness
at the top, and I find that there is not much charge based
on people higher up on slow productivity in the Govern-
ment Service. There are some Government Qfficers high
up who are not giving the public what they should get, be-
cause they are not giving enough. There are also some in
the middle; sothe whole structure of your Government work
force should be re-organised in order that people could be
trained, As] told the Civil Servants, if a8 man does not like
meeting the public, do not puthiminthe Post Office to sell
stamps; put him somewhere where he would not meet the
public. 1 am a bellever that the man in the road should be
trained, and the supervisor should be made to understand
why people work. All the politicians sitting around this
Table will make a speech here and there on this, but when
it comes to the year of election, they would find it quite
easy to say that Frank Walcott saidthey did not work hard
enough and you should not return him to the House of As-
sembly. They would not say to the menthat they cannot get
more roads or more houses if they make the building of
roadsmore expensive than they shouldhave been andthere-
fore it is better for them to get on anddo some work.These
are some of the problems we have to face, and the Gov~
ernment should not be afraid to face them,

1 consider that there are other aspectswhichl am go-
ing to deal within greater detail. When it comes to the pro-
posal of putting a further tax on beverage, you have to
analyse this in the light of commonsense. That is whyl
say that you need money; but if you do it in the light that
travel cost {s going to be increased......

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, ona point
of order, just before the hon. member sits,I should like to
point out that there has beenno reduction in the taxation on
vacuum cleaners and what not.

HOUSE REVERTS TO GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is now 4.30 o'clock p.m.,
and that brings Private Members' Business to an end. We
will now revert to Government Business, and before the
Sitting wa s suspended, the hon. senior member for St. Peter
was speaking on the Bill to amend the Income Tax Act.

THE RATES OF INCOME TAX ACT, 1963

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 propose to
conclude my speech on the Bill to amend the Income Tax
Act, since ] think I have dealt with the matter fully. I have
indicated and I would like to re-emphasise thatthere is no
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opposition from my point of view on the basis of the tax
remaining as it stands today, because there are many good
reasons for so doing. } thinkl wasat pains to point out that
there should be an examination into the whole matter of our
income tax revenue so that we can get an up-to~date posi-
tion of the situation.l also made the point about the arrears
which are apparently high and against the deficit we were
thinking about of $1,122,000. We have to watch that very
carefully.

4.30 p.m.

Now I wouldalso like to say thatin any of these matters
with whichwe are dealing, thereisnoattempt on my part to
misrepresent any of these things; but human frailtiesbeing
what they are, if there is any misrepresentation, that is
some of the occupational hazards of our own profession in
public life, Sometimes, we are misrepresented — and some-
times on purpose: and there is no doubt whatever in my
mind that some people do that without any cause. 1t is not
my intention to misrepresent; it is my intention that any
fiscal policy which you make may bear some relation to the
community and the circumstances under which the people
live in the community.

If you have to do something to attract people to come
here, do it. The House approved of something like 12 1/2%
because it was a means of inviting people to come here and
spend money. At the same time, if your taxation proposals
are lagging very much behind your indirect taxation, it is
time that you have a re-examinationinthis matter. Are you
collecting the money? There is no point in coming to the
House and giving us a short estimate of the taxable amount
of money available to us. Somebody goes and steals $10
and you impose a fine of $75 on them or the alternative is
imprisonment. 1If they are not paying their taxes, lock up
somebody and put them in prison. I saw in the newspapers
the other day, somebody had to payafine of $75 for steal-
ing a fowl.. Some time ago, | heard that people owed the
Hospital a lot of money andthat they were people who could
pay. There is a class of people walking around in this com-
munity who think that they can do as they please. | am not
going to condone a man who is not doing his work well. Do
not tell me that the burden of taxation should fall on the man
below. You do not mind putting a cent on sweet drinks or on
a coke. You let that pass; butyoulet a small proportion of
the people in the community owe you $2 million.

If the Income Tax Departmentis not staffed sufficiently
well enough, staff it. | agree that you need a proper office
for the Income Tax Department just as you need one for
your Post Office. The Income Tax Office should be so
geared and staffed that you can get in this money. You had
an Acting Income Tax Commissicner for the last — | do not
know how many years. The substantive holder wasacting as
Assistant Financial Secretary fora very long time. You had
an acting Income Tax Commissioner who died recently
and you have just appointed another acting Income Tax
Commissioner. You can see that the staff at that Depart-
ment has weakened as a result and, may be, that is your
problem. 1 remember one year that they sent me two in-
come tax bills for two assessment years, and that meant
that I hadto pay income tax for two years, which was rather
burdensome. Thatisa clearindication that staffingis one of
your problems, I would like the Government to bring the
staff of this Department up to measure, because if we are
not getting in the full amount from income tax which we are
entitled to, it means that our budgeting will be faulty. You
cannot owe the Customs Department because you have to
pay duty before you get out the goods.

As regards income tax, there arethose of us who have
to pay it under the system of P.A.Y.E,, and it is not fair to
us that we do not have the privilege of owing the Govern-
ment large sums of money, as other people who areina
position to pay. If certain people are defaulters, that is go-
ing to sour our community life. Youtalk of corruption: but
there is as much corruption in withholding information on
that as somebody putting their hands in the Treasury and
taking out money. There is too much of this hide-and-seek
about these matters and nobody wantsto name these people
when they find out who they are.lfit were somebody whom
you wanted to discredit, you would name the person. If 1

——
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get more worries, ] am going to make a big exposure of
certain things. There are certain thingswhichare happen-
ing in this community which have got to stop and this non-
collection of income tax is one.] know there are certain
people who owe income tax and some people are afraid to
expose them.

) feel, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that] have defended the lot
of the poor people. New spapers do not refuse anything which
is sent to them for publication, and somebody the other day
wrote in the newspaper that I am the sole opposition in the
House. There are lots of workers outside thisHouse whose
interest ] have to protect.Ifany hon. member is in doubt of
that, he can see it when there is a public demonstration.
It is not their main concern to examine people ag how 1
have to examine them. I consider any slackness about the
collection of income tax is inimical to the interest of the
broad masses of working people in this Island because the
broad masses of people are contributingin no small way to
the revenue of this country when you examine the Budget
Proposals and what you get from Customs and Excise.
Therefore, there is no excuse that the Government should
not see toitthatevery penny of income tax is collected, and
those people who fail to pay theirs should be made a public
example because they are not making the contribution to
the public which they should make.

Sir, 1 have more criticisms to make, but these criti-
cisms which I have made are made from the point of view
of how 1 see things and how| feel about them. There is the
proverbial saying that it is the last straw which breaks the
camel’s back.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker,1 should
like, firstof all, to begin by replyingto some of the person-
al accusations made by the hon. senior member for St.
Peter against the Minister of Finance.

4.40 p.m.

He began by accusing him of irresponsibility, of not
attending this debate after having made the Financial State-
ment and Budget Proposals last week. Asl said to the hon.
member earlier, the time schedule with which the Hon.
Premier had to make hisactivitiescorrespondwas so tight
that ftwasnot possible for him to have done otherwise. Next
week there begins in this Island a meeting of the Regional
Council of Ministers for which some of the Ministers have
already gathered and others are coming inlater during the
week. The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the
Colonies, Mr. Nigel Fisher, isarrivingearly next week for
talks, then at the beginning of the month talks are projected
for Trinidad which are imperative and should emerge before
the talks on Federation in jJune; and in order to fit all of
this into a picture, a rigid schedule had to be fixed and
adhered to and the absence from this Chamber of the Hon.
Premier today is an answer to the allegation which has been
made of dictatorship, infallibility and what not. If the Hon.
Premier decided thathe was so infallible and indispensable,
naturally he would have hadto be here today and his absence
from here, | think, can in itself be construed as an answer
.to the charges which have been made.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, while it is fresh in my mind, 1
should like at this stage to reply very emphatically and
categorically to deny the last part of the speech made by the
hon. senior member for St. Peter with regard to the new
Customs Tariffs. As a matter of fact, I should like to con-
fess that 1 was very much disappointed today at the hon.
senior member for St. Peter. Normally, 1 regard the hon.
member as a very wide-awake politician and, more impor-
tant stlll, one who does his homework.Invariably when the
hon. member comes in here and talks, he knows what he
is talking about; but today he was completely off beat, It
may be that he did not have a good sleep last night, but he
was gullty of trying to mislead the House and the public
and of making statements which have been monstrously
incorrect. To begin with, he said just now that we have
increased the tariff on tooth paste, and we should be en-
couraging the extension of the use of toothpaste by children.
We have not increased the duty on tooth paste not even by
one fraction of a cent.

Mr. WALCOTT: Ona point of order. Mr. Deputy Speak-
er, when ] made that statement, | asked if it is a fact that
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the duty on tooth paste had been increased. When ] looked
at the Speech of theHon. Premierasdistinct from what the
Minister said, I had that underlined. The relevant part of
that speech is as follows: air conditioning and refrigerating
equipment (excluding mechanical refrigerators (classified
899-08) (that is standard international); Free and 10%;
portable electric tools and applicances (domestic applian-
ces) vacuum cleaners, carpet sweepers, polishing
brooms, electric saws, drills, planes, soldering ironsetc.,
Free and 10§ Travel goods (e.g. shoppingbags, haversack
bags and similar articles, 20% and 20%; pocket books and
similar articles of all materials, 20§ and 20%; watches,
watch movements, cases and other parts of watches (in-
cluding marine chronometersandinstrument panel clocks),
20% and 30%,; pipes, cigar holders and cigarette holders
20% and 3o,

And he ended that part of the Speech by saying: ‘' These
are the figures'’, That indicated that there were some of
these items at a freeness unless the hon. member did not
have the tariff structure, but spoke of these items as free
and 10%. As it now stands, these items are subject toAd
Valorem tax. On the matter of tooth paste, we saw here that
even an Qrder sets out this matter, and it may be that the
Hon. Minister will explain what is meant by this long cus-
toms tariff list when it mentions tooth paste and powder
(including denture powder and dental soaps) 10%, preference
and 20% general. You have toothpaste 10% and' 20%, and
when I asked about it ] gotanapproval ‘‘Yes'’ that that was
s0.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, if the
hon. member had posed that question, thatwould have been
a different matter; but he dilated on this matter and went
on to say that children in a community should be encour-
aged in the use of tooth paste and that you had a high de-
gree of absenteeism because of toothache.

Mr. WALCOTT: On a point of order. I said that tooth-
ache could be the cause of a high degree of absenteeism.

Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD: In other words, if you put
tooth paste beyond the reach of the people, you will have
more absenteeism from toothache. That is a dilation that
his theory would give rise to all of these evils in the country
eventually, and thatiswhyl saidthat he was off beat. There
has not been any increase in respect of toothpaste or of
tooth powder, It is true that in the new Schedule for inclu-
sion in Section 4 of the Customs Tariff Act, tooth paste and
tooth powder do occur. You have one clagsification here,
Item 552 — 01.6. Tooth paste and powder (including denture
powder and dental soaps) 10% preference 20% general,
4.50 p.m.

When | refer tothe old CustomsTariff Schedule, 1 find,
Sir, that the only reason for including this item here is in
order to give it a new classification. Qriginally, Sir, you
had 552 — OL.5 Cosmetics: Toilet Preparations except
Soaps (e.g. powder, rouge, lipstick, hair dyes, bath salts,
deodorants, etc.) and you also had Tooth paste and powder
(including denture powder and dental soaps), All this
Schedule means to do is to create a new Schedule. You will
see from the Schedule here that tooth paste and powder is
01.6 under its ownindependent Schedule; so thereis not one
single cent increase in the price of tooth paste, and the
entire fifteen minutes which were spent by the hon. member
dilating on these imaginary evils which will ensue are
purely a figment of his imagination, and merely demon-
strates that at least last night he did not do his homework.
Furthermore while | am on this point, let me say this:......

Mr. WALCOTT: On a point of order, the hon. member
did not read the Premier's speech. 1fhe looks at page 4 of
the Premier’s speech, he will seethathe starts off by say-
ing ‘'Stout and Porter in bottles $1.50 and $1.56; Stout
and Porter in Wood, $1.50 and §$1.56; Cork, raw and waste
(including natural Cork in blocksand sheets) Freeand 10%;
Colr fibre, Free and 10%; Other Textiles fibres n.e.s. and
wastes of such fibres, Free and 10%; Paints and Enamels
15% and 16% ~ again to maintain the GATT differential;
Other tcilet waters (e.g. eau-de-cologne, lavender water,
Florida water, etc.;) Other perfumes with or withoutalco-
hol; then he says ‘‘Cosmetics: Tollet preparations except

Soaps (e.g. powder, rouge, lipstick, hair dyes, bath salts,




deodorants, etc.,) 20 and 30% - unless some ladies in the

community consider it beyond the call of duty to pay this |

price.”

Now the hon. member tells me I did not read these
things. The Premier then goes on to say ‘‘Tooth paste and
powder (including denture powder and dental soaps) 20%
and 30%,.’' When the Premier made the statement '‘unless
some ladies in the community consider it beyond the cail
of duty to pay this price’’ inthat context, would he be mak-
ing a speech like that by talking about paying that price if
the price was the same? Wouldyouconcludein that context
that he was talking about the same price?

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: The position is this: before
the House today are the Premier’s speech and the actual
context of all the Billsto provide legislation for the imposi-
tion of these new tariffs. If you were to read the Report of
the Premier’'s Speech and compare it with the actual text
of the Bills before the House today, you will see that the
Reporters quite understandably seem to have got a lot of
figures mixed up — not only one or two, but a lot of them,
becausé the hon. member just quoted for instance tooth
paste and powder, 20%, and 30%. That is what the Reporter
has and 1 agree with that; but look at the Bill we have intro-
duced today.

Mr. WALCOTT: The hon. member accused me of not

doing my home work, andl said] read the Premier’s speech.

That is the one I wasdealingwithwhen he said I was dilat-
ing. 1 was dilating on the Budget proposals; I did not go to
the Bill. 1 dealt with the question of tooth paste and these
other budget proposals after the Leader of the Opposition
spoke. Now the hon. member isasking me to read the docu-
ment which hascometomeasan official document on these
proposals, because he cannot ask me now to deal with the
‘Bill. When it comes to dealing with the Bill, I will have to
hear what explanation is made, If thisiswhat the Premier
has said, how can heaccuse me of not doing my homework?
If you want to say it is wrongly reported, say so; but if1
read from the printed Report, you cannot get up and say |
have not done my homework.

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: My reason for saying that is
this: nobody in this community, and least of all somebody
with the experience of the hon. memberwhohimself was a
customs clerk, would concede that the preferential duty on
tooth paste is 20% and non-preferential 30%,; thereforeif he
had done his homework ....

Mr. WALCOTT: 30% is S0% over 20.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:; I would like hon. membersto
understand that I am not going to listen to this exchange
about homework anymore. Everyone must speak; but we
must make some progress on this Bill.

Mr. WALCOTT: On a point of order, if the hon, mem-~-
ber is making a categorical denial to whatthe Hon. Prem-
jer has said, you would not expect me to sit down on that.
Now that I have pointed out whatl said in the Budget Speech,
the hon. member is not willing - andthat is one of his fail-
ings - toadmit, butis proceeding now to enter into discus-
sionona proposed Bill which is before us as if I were dis-
cussing the Bill; butl was only discussing the Budget Speech
made by the Premier from which I concluded that tooth
paste was increased.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: 1 propose toexplainthe Gov-
ernment’s position as fully as possible so thatthere can be
no misunderstanding on any matter beyond the slightest
shadow of a doubt, and 1 repeat that any member of this
House seeing for the first time that the duty on tooth paste
is as high as30% must know thereis a mistake somewhere,
and since every hon. memberisprovidedwitha copy of the
Laws of the Island and every time we pass an amendment
every member gets a copy of the amendments, all he has to
do is to check the amendments to see wherein the mistake
has been made. That is what ] did, When I heard him say
these things today and checked the speech, the report of the
Speech could not be right.lcheckedthe relevant legislation
and found that in a number of cases in this Report the new
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- rates of customs duty are completely wrong, Reference to

the actual proposalsfor legislationbefore the Houseas em-
bodied in the Qrderwill have thecorrect rates in all cases,
and there is no increasein the duty on tooth paste and tooth
powder. Moreover, the Government has gone further; in
cases, Sir, where the duty has been increased, it has been
increased either on luxury items or onitemswhich purely
fortuitously are manufactured here, and asthe Premierex-
plained last Tuesday, this was done purely .....

Mr. SMITH: On a point of order, § would like to know
if the Hon. Minister is replying to the Budget proposals or
to the particular Bill which is before us.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: | was saying, Sir, that in so
far as the actual increase are concerned, theincreases are
either on luxury items oritems already manufactured here,
5.00 p.m.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | rise on a point of
order, The increases are on the Budget Proposals, not on
the Income Tax Bill which theHon. Ministeris replying on.
He is trying to be clever. He must reply to remarks on the
Income Tax Bill and not onthe remarkson the Budget Pro-
posals. He is replying to statements made on the Resolution
which was brought in under Private Members’ Business.

Mr. WALQOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 also rise on a
point of order. | think itwastheHon. Minister himself who
reminded you very strenuously that you should guard against
members utilising the Income Tax Bill to refer to matters
in the Budget.Itis he who saidthat we were not dealing with
these things. What the Hon. Ministerisnow replying to are
the speeches which we made on the Budget Proposals; but
we did not make those speeches whenwewere debating the
Income Tax Bill.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFOQORD: Sir, before ] pass on from
this, I can show onthis questionthat the Government actual-
ly removed the duty entirely. Now, to get back to the hon.
senior member for the City -

Mr. HUSBANDS: On what?
Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: That is not your business.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I rise ona point
of order. It is my business.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will both members sit? By
chance, I heard the hon, junior member for St. Peter ask~
ing, 1 do not know whom and why, and the Hon. Leader of
the House made the mistake by answering, I do not know
whom. Now, that matter is closed. I would be glad if the
Hon, Leader of the House would proceed now.

Mr. HUSBANDS: 1 am making a point of order now.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 am not entertaining that
point of order now.

Mr. HUSBANDS: I rose on a point of order.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have ruled.l say, let the
Hon. Leader of the House proceed now.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Is Your Honour ruling thatl am not
to be heard on a point of order?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Not at this stage.
Mr. HUSBANDS: At what stage?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 would hear the Hon. Leader
of the House now if he would continue.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Your Honour, 1 am afraid if that is
your attitude to deny me a hearing when | rose on a point
of order before you actually listened to the point of order.
1 know my rules.

Mr.DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have said that [ would hear
the Hon., Leader of the House now.




Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: 1 said that the hon. senior
member for St. Peter appeared today to be completely off
beat, He has propounded so many economic heresiesthatl
do not know where to begin, On this question of arrears of
income tax, the total arrears now areabout$l 3/4 million.
It is true to say that when we came into office we found
arrears of $1 1/2 million and the difference accumulated
last year. The arrears represent an accumulation of tax
over a period of years, Where the hon, senior member
for St. Peter was wrong is to suggest that because we have
$2 million in arrears, the entire basis of our budget should
be different.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I riseona point
of order. TheHon. Minister has said what the Government’s
attitude is and has linked up the present debate with the
Budgetary Proposals by criticising the hon. senior mem-~
ber for St. Peter as towhereheis wrong. The Hon. Minis-
te is out of order because we are now dealing with the In~
come Tax Bill. He is criticising the hon. senior member
for St. Peter for his attitude towards the Budgetary Pro-
posals and said it is there where he went wrong. The Hon.
Minister is entirely out of order.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It might be very difficultand
even impossible in replying to this Bill not even to make
the slightest reference to whathasbeen said during the de-
bate on the motion with regardtothe Budgetary Proposals.
1 take it that the Hon. Leader of the House is experienced
in his responsibility and would confine his remarks as
closely as possible to the Bill before the House.

Hon. W. A, CRAWFQRD: That is not only the point. I
am replying to points actually raised by the hon. senior
member for St. Peter during his remarks on the Income
Tax Bill. The hon. junior member for St. Pgter has not been
in the House for the entireday.He comes inhere like Nico-
demus at night.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 rise on a point
of order. The Hon. Minister has said that1 was not in the
House for the entire day. He is making himself an impos~
tor and a stranger to the truth because I have been in my
seat before now, and I wasinmy seat when the hon. senior
member for St. Peter spoke on two subjects before the
House today. Therefore, when the Hon. Minister or what-
everhe is styled or seli-styled said that I have not been in
the House today, he is stranger to the truth; and when he
refers to the statement that ] aminhere like Nicodemus at
night, let me not say what a learned judge said of him.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: On no account dol want that.
1 want hon. members to refrainabsolutely from making the
slightest personal attack, however innocent it may be, on
other hon. members.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Sir, the hon. junfor member
for St. Peter hasbeenabsent from today’s sitting for a long
time; therefore, he could not have heard all the remarks
made by the hon. senior member for St, Peter. He could
not because he was not in his seat all the time,

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I rise ona point
of order. I never claimed thatI heard all the remarks of
the hon. senior member for St. Peter; therefore, what the
Hon., Minister {s saying is useless. It suits him to say so.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFOQORD: I was saying, Sir, for the pur-
pose of the budget that we estimated a certain amount of
expenditure, and then we estimated a certain amount of rev-
enue, and we estimatedin that revenue fora certain amount
to be collected from income tax.

5. 10 p.m.

That approximately includesthe total amount of income
tax which we expect to collect this year. We did not allow
for any defaulting; defaulting occurs in Government as in
business. You have bad debts; you have people who do not
pay their debts properly and you carry forward to the next
year bad debts or recoverable debtswhichwill go on to the
next year. ] do not know on what basis the hon. member
thinks that we could afford to budget for a deficit and make
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no attempt at all to bridge the gap between expenditure and
revenue merely because we have §$1 3/4 millionofarrears
from income tax. So long as there is a deficit of §1 1/4
million between estimated revenue and expenditure, weare
in duty bound to take measures so as to bridge that gap. 1
am sure that the hon. member himself must understand
that it would be impossible for any Governmentto proceed
on a different basis.

Again, when the hon. member talked about the marked
increase in revenue from indirect taxation in comparison
with the revenue from direct taxation, 1 should like to say
that there are many factors which he fajledto take into ac-
count. For instance, the hon. senior member for St. Peter
has said that in 1952-53 the revenue was $14 million, that
we dre now collecting from Customs duties over $14 mil~
lion and, naturally, the Customs duty fell heavily on the
masses and the masses are making more than their con-
tribution to the revenue. I am surprisedthata Parliamen~
tarian, a Trade Union Leader, a student of public affairs
with the experience of the hon. senior member for St. Peter
should make such an oversimplification of a matter like
this. The amount which you collect from Customs duty
must bear some relation to the revenue, and in ten years
there must be a marked increase in the revenue.

Mr, WALCOTT: On a point of order, The analogy I
made was to show what had taken place, but the gap was a
gradual one. The hon. member was not listening to me. I
was showing the gap between Customs duty which had taken
place from 1953 when the Customs duty was$5 million and
direct taxation was $6 million. Direct taxationwas greater
than indirect taxation, and now the gap has gone on so that
indirect taxation is $15 million as compared with $9 mil-
lion. I say that, as Socialists, we believein closing the gap
between direct taxation and indirect taxation,

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: What the hon. member must
understand is this: as the standard in the community rises
his Union becomes more effective in its demands and the
value of imports must rise. In 1952 the total value of c.i.f.
imports was only $55 million; today it {5 $88 million and
therefore this differential must be reflected in the amount
collected from Customs duty. If youdouble your imports in
ten years, then you must also double your revenue. If you
want a higher standard of living for the people, your direct
taxation must always keep pace with your indirect taxation.
Naturally, it may be necessary to investigate the possibil-
ity, in the nearest possible time, of getting more revenue
from direct taxation; but, as the hon. member himself has
said, at the moment the rates of direct taxation seem to
allow very little margin for an increase if you want to ex~
pand the economy further and provide more employment.
The rates of taxation in this Colony correspond fairly with
those in Trinidad and in Jamaica and, forthat matter, with
a highly industrialised country like Great Britain; there~
fore, in levyingtaxation, one hastobearin mind the capital
for industrial development for expanding the economy of the
country, and therefore the Government hadto be very care-
ful, at a time when it is trying to develop more industries

about scaring capital away by any abnormal increase in the
taxation rate.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, there is one other pojnt to which
1 should like to reply and that is with regard to the casti~
gation impliedly of the Government in allowing thisappre~
clably high amount of income tax to be in default. Apparent-
ly, the hon. member forgot that only thisyear we introduced
a Bill in this House, anditwaspassed by this Chamber and
the Other Place, increasingthe penalty for the non~payment
of income tax. One of the Sections of the Bill provided that
if income tax is not paid within a prescribed time, an ad~
ditional rate of 5% on the amount of the unpaid income tax
shall be added thereto. Furthermore, the Bill also pro-
vides for the accretion of interest of 6% 1in certain circum-
stances to be calculated at the expiration of every month
from the date due. Therefore, itisnot quite fair or correct
to say that we are unmindful of the position with regard to
these high arrears of income tax, because we have taken
steps against it, and the penaltiesimposedin the Bill which
we brought down to this House duringthisyear are of such
a critical nature as we feel convinced will assist in oblit-
erating these arrears within a short time.




Mr. WALCOTT: On a point of order. When] raised that
point, I said precisely that the question of arrears was not
the sole responsibility of this Government and the hon.
member should remember that, I said that if youtake over
a Government and you find arrears, you will have to tell
the people that you cannot do things for them with these
outstanding arrears which are there. 1 said that it is not
fair to ask other people tobeimposedwith further arrears
because that would create a problem for the Government.
5.20 p.m.

The fact that the Government is $1 million or $2 mil-
lion short of its revenue means it is short of that much
money to utilise, and before imposing new taxation, they
should garner what is owing.

Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD: If the Governmentis short of
$ 1 1/2 milllon, that amount for income tax was not owed
for last year at all, and would not be owed for this year
either; therefore the fact that it is owed does not permit
us to bridge the gap between estimated expenditure for the
current year and estimated revenue. You cannot, as the
member wants to say, take any stepsto bridge the gap. I do
not think 1 need say anything moreatthis stage with regard
to the actual comments on the Income Tax Bill, but ] want
to assure the House finally that nobody in this community
realises more than the Government {tself the necessity for
obtaining every possible penny thatit canfrom direct taxa-
tion, and the moment we see the time opportune and the
circumstances warrant it for obtaining more money from
this form of taxation, we will leave no stone unturned to get
it.

The que stion that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolvedin the affirmadve without
division,

On the motion of Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD, seconded
by Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS, Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERIleft
the Chair and the House went into Committee on the Bill,
Mr. BATSON in the Chair,

Jause ] was called and passed,

Clause 2 was called, [t reads as follous;~

2. (1) Subject to the provislons of sections 9, 10and 11
of the Income Tax Act, 1921, and of any other enactment
with respect to the rates of tax on companies and on per-
sons who subscribe any policy of insurance (other than life)
in and for the year one thousand nine hundred and sixty-
three the graduated rates of tax set forth in the Schedule
to this Act shall be the rates at which income tax shall be
charged, levied, collected and paid to Her Majesty for the
use of this Island.

(2) On every complete dollar of taxable income in each
of the grades to which the different portions of any in-
come are respectively assignable there shall be leviedand
paid a sum of money equal to the rate appropriate to such
grade;

Provided that no tax shall be charged to any taxpayer
whose taxable income is less than five dollars.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I begto move
that Clause 2 stand part,

Hon. G, G, FERGUSSON: Mr. Chairman, I beg to sec-
ond that.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, I should like to an-
swer that point made by the Hon. Leader of the House when
he was dealing with the matter. When he raised the point
that he could not take into consideration budgeting for the
arrears, 1 do not subscribe to that. Your budget is an an-
nual budget; it is not a Five Year Development Plan that
you cannot take every item of revenue.....

Hon. W. A. CRAWFOQRD: If the hon. member would give
way, 1 should like to say thatl did not mean we would ig-
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nore it completely. In your estimation, you would natural~
ly estimate for some portion of the $2 million to be paid,
What 1 really meant was that you could not say because we
were owed $2 million, we need not budget to recover the
$1 1/2 million deficit.

Mr. WALCOTT: We will be on all fours on that, be-
cause ] wanted to say to the hon. member that it will be
difficult for the Government in one year to collect its ar~
rears; therefore they could not budget for the collectible
arrears. But] was at pains to point out that if your fiscal
policy means that you have these outstanding debtsthat are
greater than your deficit, it means that it imposes further
taxation on people to bear the burden of defaulters, and you
will have to tell the community that it cannot have these
standards if the defaultersare not willing to pay their debts,
because you cannot carry out a further imposition on peo-
ple. 1 believe that sooner or later the Government will have
to come to that, l think the hon. senior member for Bridge-
town will find this difficulty in a small sector. | f you have
any Local Governemnt authority in which half the people
decide they would not pay the rates, youcannot then set out
to increase the expenditure which would increase the rates
further on those who are willing topay as a means of pro-
viding services. Youhaveto say tothe people that they can-
not get these services if people are unwillingto pay. From
income tax we provide school meals, pay Police and doall
these things, and people cannot have advanced services if
25% of the taxpayers are going to default each year in the
bills you have to pay.

The question that Clause 2 stand part was put and

resolved in the affirmative without division,
The Schedule was called and passed,

On the motion of Hon, W, 4, CRAWFORD, seconded
by Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON, Mr, CHAIRMAN reported

the passing of one Bill in Committee, and Mr, DEPUTY
SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported accordingly,

On the separate motions of Hon, W, A CRAWFORD,
seconded in each case by Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON, the
Bill was read a third timeand passed,

THE PETROLEUM (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1963

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the next
Qrder of the day under Government Business is a Bill to
move the second reading of a Bill further to amend the
Petroleum Act, 1882, This Bill, Sir, seeks to amend the
rate of taxation on petroleum distillates with the excep-
tion of kerosine. 1 want to make it clear that none of the
provisions of this Bill refer to kerosine, and therefore
the price of kerosine must remain unchanged through the
1sland; but the price of other petroleum distillates will be
increased proportionately to the increase in the taxation,
which is from one shilling one penny and one farthing per
gallon to thirty~one point five cents per gallon for all
petroleum taken from the petroleum warehouse or other
authorised storehouse, It also seeks to make the necessary
consequential amendments to section 26 of the Petroleum
Act, 1882,

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time.

G, FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

Hon. G.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is another
matter, which as ] said, we will have to deal with in a dis-
jointed fashion in so far as the Budget is concerned. Now
the five cents a gallon on gasolene inmy view, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, is going to affect travel cost. The Hon. Leader of
the House said 1 have been producing economic heresies,
and it i8 not the firsttimel have heard a Government Min-
ister say so.
5.30 p.m.

I remember on that side, some hon. member asking
what kind of economist 1 am. That is the normal tendency
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of members on the Government’s side when you raise any-
thing like this. 1 am not afraid of taxation and ] have indi-
cated in this line what the taxation should be. The hon. sen-
ior member for St. Thomas and everybody would give their
view. We are entitled to that as long as we are members
of the House. As long as a matter comes here, it is our
business, and it is our businessto expressour views on it.
That i8 where 1 join issue with the Hon. Leader of the Op~
position when he quoted the Hon. Premier in dealing with
this matter of gasolene. He said that there is no reason
why general taxpayers should subsidise a service which
can pay for itself if it were operatedby private enterprise.

Turning to the bus service and travel costs, I do not
know what is the opinion of the Hon. Premier. One of the
hypothetical statements which he made is that if it were
operated by private people it would make a profit. We know
when private people were running the buses, they said that
they were not making a profit and they wanted an increase
in bus fares.

I am satisfied in my mind thatthis5-cent increase on
gasolene is not going to be absorbed by people in indus-
trial business. If you take the people who are running the
buses, 1 cannot see your increasing the price of gasolene
by five cents a gallon and your saying that it is not going
to affect travelling cost. Let us take domestic servants.
The days are over for domestic servantstravelling to work
on foot. That is what you havetobear in mind, Now, let us
take a person who travels to Bridgetown to work from my
constituency. If bus fares go up by five cents for a person
travelling from Speightstown to Bridgetown, it means ten
cents more per day, sixty cents more per week and $2.50
more per month. Let us take, for instance, that this is the
case of people who work in stores.lfyou have at present a
minimum wage of $18 a week for sucha person, that is not
a wage which canbear any further cost. There are hundreds
of persons who are working for a wage which cannot bear
an increase of this magnitude. It is true that their rate of
pay has gone up from $16 to $18 a week recently, If their
increased travel costs go up by 60 cents per week, you can
very well see what it would mean, It seems to be the general
view that travel costs would go up. A Committee is sitting
at present to enquire into the Transport systemn and, maybe
we shall soon hear what its report is,

Sir, asl have said earlier, the roads in Barbados are
more or less in good conditionand] feel the people who use
the roads predominantly must make a contribution to their
upkeep,

The hon. member spoke about drink. There is no law
which says that a coke has to be sold for eight cents or
five cents. The price fixed for a coke at present is the
industrial price. Now, what has the Government done? For
all the years therewasno consumption tax on sweet drinks,
but as the Government has seen the people drinking a lot
of sweet drinks they have dashedonatax on it. There is no
royal road for governments to get inmoney.Government's
policy is theirs, so they can argue their point: I am going
to argue mine. Itisa questionasto how you distribute your
taxation.

1 heard some hon. memberstalking abouta bicycle, The
hon. senior member for St. Andrew was onthe wrong lati-
tude when speaking on this question, he said that a bicycle
did not take uptoo much of the road. If it were a question of
how much space you took up onthe road, then the owners of
some jackass carts should pay more than the owners of
some motor cars because a jackasscartisfitted with hard
wheels while a motor car is fitted with rubber wheels. You
can run a motor car onthe road for the next hundred years
and that roadisnot going to be in the state of condition as if
you were runninga jackasscartonit. You do not base taxa-
tion on the minimum damage which a vehicle can do to your
roads; you dealwith the value of the vehicle. 1f someone can
buy a motor car for $5,000, well, youcan get $5,000 advan~
tage out of a motor car: but you cannot get that advantage
out of a jackass cart.

Sir, the road system in Barbados being what it is, it
seems to me logical that you should be able to get in more
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parochial taxes from that source. The point which 1 am
making is that the Government collects all of the taxes
which you pay on a motor car. The rate of parochial tax for
a motor car hasbeena ratewhichhas been in existence for
many years. It is an annual rate.

5.40 p.m.

That is a natural thing. Thatisthe sort of revenue that
would not affect the traffic costsandthe number of vehicles
you have operating on the street; youhave private cars and
other vehicles and that is where youcan get some revenue.
There are some people who pay $20 to $25 a year, and, it
may be, $3 a month, Very few of us have problems with our
motor cars now. | have a motor car which has done about
30,000 miles and I havenotyethada broken spring; so that
the car owners can make a contribution to the revenue, If
you could put a penny on gasolene in one way and a tax
somewhere else, you distribute the cost to a section which
does not feel it.1f there are 10,000 motor car users absorb-
ing the cost, then it would not be reflected in & community
where it makesaninflationary trend. The domestic servant
will ask the housewife for more money and there you will
find that the spiral begins to swing.ln Barbados it is diffi~
cult to arrive at any system of comparative costs, but taxi
fares will go up and a requestwill come from Government
Officers, because gasolene has gone up in costand travel-
ling allowance will have to go up too. A Minister may bear
it for a little time, but eventually the Mini sters will say......

Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: On a point of order. The hon.
member must bear in mind that in January, 1962, the
Transport Board and all persons interested in transport
stood an increase of over 25% inwages. A year has elapsed
and no increase in transport cost has taken place. The
Transport Board has lost a revenue of $144,000 for the
year; we have hadthisamount of $144,000 to bear for over &
year alone.

Mr. WALCOTT: 1 was not dealing with the travel costs
or the other operational costsbecause, asthe Hon. Minister
has intimated, the wages at the Transport Boardhave been
deplorably low. A bus driver gets between $32 and $34 a
week and a conductor gets $24 a week. A bus driver {s re-
ceiving less than §1 a hour and that is not a princely sum
for that type of job. I should like to say that Barbados has
some of the best transport services. 1f Barbadianswant to
travel in comparatively luxurious buses in a comparably
poor community, then they will have to pay something more
for that. In St. Vincent or in Grenada you will find that you
are getting in Juke boxes for busesbecause when you get in
the buses you hear the music coming from them. There is
no designing such as what we have here.] would like some
hon. members to go on a Parliamentary delegation to
Montserrat, St. Kittsor Dominica, andwhen they come back
here they will then be able to talk about the sort of stand-
ards which obtain in those parts. I would lke to take about
500 Barbadians and land them in Antigua. I think you will
agree that our standards here are higher and better than
those in the other areas and we have to pay for them.l am
not advocating that you should not pay for what you want and
for what is good; but I am pointing out that this 5 cents in-
crease in the cost of gasolene can lead to an increase in
travel costs and there the spiral will start to snowball. 1
was only thinking in terms of splitting your increase be-
tween the cost that can be absorbed atone point and at an-
other point, and so relieve the community of some of these
costs.

Mr. HUSBANDS: My colleague has spoken at length on
what he envisages is the likely consequence which will fol-
low from the epactment of this Bill, especially as affecting
transportation and even possible claims from the Civil Ser-
vants who now enjoy travelling allowance.l say that this
Bill has further consequences; this Bill is going to affect
the people’'s food. As far as the country retailer is con-
cerned, his food moves from Roebuck Street on wheels; and
in the long run, the retail country shopkeeper who exists
on credit largely so — youmay numberthose who pay cash
at the storesfrom which they buy — that country shopkeeper
will be put further into the hands of the Roebuck Street mer-
chant, and he will be at a greater disadvantage than that at
which he is today. In my view, thetax on petroleum should
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be put on very gradually if it is to go on, and even more
progressively; but a rise in taxation of S cents a gallon on
gasolene is a tremendous rise to go on at once. If a tax of
one cent had been put on gasolene last year, then the Gov-
ernment would be in a better positionthisyear to increase
it by another cent; but this five cents tax goes on instantly
and, as havealready said, the poor people’s food is trans-
ported by wheels to the country districts. Then the retajl
shopkeeper, who exists very largely on credit, ha tto
find himself in a very embarrassing position to sell his
goods at the same rate. Therefore, you are going to have
serious repercussions because whilst we understand that
there is the proposed addition of one centon a pint of rice,
that is a very gradua] tax.

Sir, there is a motion before thisHouse relative to the
Premier's Financial Statement and Budget Proposalsand]
hope to have the opportunity of adding my contribution to the
debate next week. I will not gointo that now; indeed [ cannot
go back to that now.

5.50 p.m.

Right now, apart from transportation costs having to
rise or being forced to rise, the food as retailed by the
country shopkeeper will have to rise too, and there is no
getting away from that. One man gets the squeeze and
passes it on to another man. The poor shopkeeper in St.
Thomas, St. Peter, St. Lucy and the other rural parishes
does his small trade with the Roebuck Street merchant, and
the merchants send out smalil vans in the country, I live in
the parish of St. Peter, whichisa rural area. Speightstown
is, relatively speaking, a small town and shops cater not
only to the residentsin Speightstown, but to the residents in
the rural part of St. Peter, The shopkeepers there have to
impose small incréases to their clients inthe country, and
there is a great exodus of people from the country which
goes to town on Fridays and shops in Baxters Road, Tudor
Street and other grocery stores in Bridgetown, thereby re-
ducing the trade in the country.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we who live inthe rural areas will
be feeling this tax, because due totheimposition of this tax,
bus transportation being as cheapasitis, people will leave
St. James and St. Peter and shop for better bargains in
Tudor Street and Baxters Road. That is an old pattern al-
ready, but when now the addition of five cents per gallon of
petrol is put on, whatisgoingtobe the result? The country
shopkeeper will be hithard by that tax because he is actual-
ly paying more for his goods and is bound to put more on,
and whether {t is legal or otherwise, he is going to charge
more. He carries on his business largely by giving credit,
and the people who live every day from hand to mouth will
have to pay these surreptitious additions tothe food items,
and there we all have it. It is therefore going further than
hon. members may think, and much further than my col~
league has expressed. My colleague dealt with transporta~
tion and the possible claims of those who enjoy travelling
allowance, but now it comes right down to the food of the
poorest man in the hinterland of this country, because he
largely hasto goto the nearest shopkeeper and do his credit
by the week, and he has got to accept the new additions
which will beimposed onhisfooditems, and a hardship will
be created. Bus transportation being so cheap, people will
journey into town and by doingthatthe trend of trade in the
country is going to be worse,

It isobvious, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that whatl am saying
is reasonable. Any hon. member who has the privilege and
honour of representing a rural constituency and know s how
the people of his constituency buy their goods, will sub-
stantiate whatl am saying, unless he has lived and moved
about with his eyes and ears in the air. There are other
far-reaching consequences that hang from this proposed
plece of legislation; therefore in my view I consider the
rise of five cents on one gallon of petrol is too steep, and
must mean that a hardshipisgoingtoaccrue to the poorest
people of this Island by having to pay more for their daily
food.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker,] do not have much to
say on this Bill, because there ismoreto come next week,
but dealing with the remarksby the hon. senior member for
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St. Thomas about the rise in gasolene, he was at pains to
point out to thisHouse that 70 cents for a gallon of gasolene
is not too much. He know s that because he has to buy it, and
he knows how easy it is for himto get 70 cents; but I know
how hard it isfor me and othersto get it. I would never say
that 70 cents is not too much. The hon. member anticipated
me and said that he felt sure that ] was going to speak in
favour of the increase, because 1 said lastyear that an in-
crease should be made in the price of gasolene, 1 said so,
but had I thought the Hon. Premier would have inflicted a
five cents increase, 1 would have played dumbbecause five
cents per gallon as an increase is too much. I said at that
time that rather than cripple Banksbeer, one cent more on
gasolene would have done the trick; andl am sure that if he
had put on one cent last year, he would not have to put on
five cents this year.

6.00 p.m.

As you know, by crippling Banks Brewery, he saw
plainly that he was goingto lose morethan he gained; so he
came backinside here a few daysafterwards, comparatively
speaking, and saidthat hewas goingto give the people cheap
beer for Christmas and he tooktheincreasedtax off and by
taking it off he did not receive as much taxation as he
expected.

1 am sure he would not have to put on so much this
year, It is all welland good for the hon. senior member for
St. Thomas to say that the five cents increase is not too
much. } am wondering to know if hewas thinking seriously
at the time when he was making this speech because he did
not stay there and deliver his speech; he must have studied
it overnight. He must have preparedthat speech; therefore,
he had time to think even asregardswhat it would mean to
the children who attend his school.l am wondering if any of
them owe him school fees. The increase in the price of
gasolene, as the hon. junior member for St. Peter has said,
is going further than what most of usthink. There are peo~
ple today, masons, carpenters, drivers, conductors, en~
gineers, clerks, harbour workers, hawkersand speculators
who now have to get a little piece of car to take them
around. You have people speculating whoare using pickups.
The people who eke out a living by way of speculating have
to drive from one corner of the country to another, and1 am
sure that some times they go out and do not get one thing
to buy; but when they go out they have to buy gasolene. 1f
they drive 50 miles or 60 miles a day, they have to put in
gasolene, and sometimes they do not get a thing to cover
that expense. The next day, they will have to go out again
and see what they can raise. You have some hawkers who
drive from St. Joseph to S&. Phillp and even down to St.
Lucy for coconuts. They are not using a horse and cart
any more. When you had the horse and cart, you only had
to buy a bundle or two of meat for the horse and that was
your greatest expense, But today, they usea pickup or own

-a motor car and it means buying gasolene.Imagine, Sir,

these people driving all over the country. Thisincrease of
five cents a gallon on gasolene will surely hit them hard.

I am not such a fool as to think that the Government

does not have to budget for bringing in revenue, but you have
to be very careful in levyingyourtax, You have to look and
see what you are going to do. You have Indlans and other
people who drive all over the country and who are a help
to the poor working class people of the country by bringing
to their doorscloth for themtobuy.l am sure this increase

in the price of gasolene will mean an increase on their
travelling expenses and the people who buy the cloth from
them will have to pay it. The people who go around in these
pickups and old motor cars also have to budget for parts,

and that means more money which they have to spend
although it would not cost more if they bring their car to

the Fix~It Right Garage, because that garage is prepared
to keep the price down on the cost of parts. (Laughter)
However, Sir, you can clearly see what is going to happen
by this big increase of five cents a gallon on gasclene.

If 1 may refer to people like conductors and drivers,
there are some of them who have to get to their work at a
certain hour. They work in St. Michael and they live in St.
Joseph., The buses do not move off to suit the time they
have to get to work; so they have to buy a piece of motor
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car to get them to their work and so that they may be able

to get a3 job. Some of them have to bring a bus up to the
country by five o’clock in the morning; therefore, they have
to get to the Transport Board in time so that they can get
the bus in the country by five o’clock. In such a case, they
have to buy a piece of car to get them on the job. Whenl
say a piece of car, I meananold car, and that is a mistake
which those people make; butitisthrough poverty that they
buy a piece of car. There are some people who do not keep
a motor car longer than three years. Thereare some peo-
ple who as soon as the tyres on their cars begin to wear,
they get rid of the car and get a new one. The people who
have to get an old one for thelr purpose are not going to do
that and it is the people who have to keep an old car who
are saddled with more expense, They have to keep an old
one because they cannot raise the amount of money to pro-
vide a new one. Youwill find some people who own the same
old moter car for the last fifteen years, because they are
not able to get a new one and they are bound to keep it
hecause they must have something to get them on the job.
A conductor who works for $20 or $25 a week and who has
a family, you will find him very often spending more on the
upkeep of his car than on his family. In other words, they
have to cut short the money which they give to their wives
in order to keepthe old motor car going, and they are bound
to do that because without the car they cannot work at all.

You have engineers working at factories. Youmay ask
what has become of bicycles? Cannot they ride to work?
6.10 p.m.

After you have got to a certain age, especially if you
live in an area like St. John, St. Andrew St. Joseph or St.
Thomas, a bicycle is of very little useto you. A bicycle is
of very little use to a masonora carpenter. You may have
a mason living in the parish of St. George and a job is
opened in St. James; you will find that these workers will
join together and contribute something to the owner of a
motor car so that they can get to the job; but if a person
has to pay five cents more for agallon of gasolene, then he
will charge these people something more for taking them to
their jobs. Sir, it is a serious thing to hit the gasolene so
hard at this moment. | understand — as a matter of fact,
1 know that there are other ways and means whereby you
could ger along and youwould not have to hit this particular
item so hard. When youlookaround - Mr. Deputy Speaker,
1 do not want to go outside the scope of this Bill because
your attention will be called to the fact that] am straying.
However, I will say that you will have to raise bus fares.
1 have been told that busfareshavealready been increased
in some cases. When ] made myinvestigation I discovered
that there was a particular concessionaire —} will not call
his name — who never charged the full fare per stage; he
was 8o sympathetic to his area or field that he did not
charge the full fare per stage, but now that the cost of
gasolene has gone up, he will have to do something about
the fare. So long as you got out of the bus between two
stages, this particular concessionaire did not charge any-
thing more. Thisconcessionaireisnot doinganything wrong
now if he agksforanincreasedfarebecause he should have
done it long ago.

Asregardsthe school children, you can easily see what
is going to happen with them; youcan quite see what is going
to happen with the parents. This increase in the cost of
gasolene is going to cause a great hardship. As the hon.
senior member for the City has said, it was not the last
Government but the Conservative Government before who
was doing things soasto getendsto meet; but although that
was so, that Government never inflicted such a hardship on
the community. The cost of items never went so high and
that was a Consgervative Government. Now you have had a
Socialist Government in power; youlookaroundand see the
money which they have spent; youlook at the improvements
which have been made; and yet the people of this country
were not hit so hard by the taxation imposedby the last
Government. I do not have to call any names, butl do say
that the last Government never had to do such things so as
to make ends meet. Regardless of what is said of the last
Government, they have done a good job because the people
were not so hard hit,
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The tax ongasoleneismorethanwhatwe ever had. For
instance, in the parish of St. Michael therewas a time when
there were only 2,000 vehicles and today there are over
7,000. The consumption therefore is greater, If you are
using more gasolene, then I am submitting that the tax
should be less; that is my contention. A parish like St.
Joseph never had any more than 50 vehicles before; the
parish of St. George or St. James would have about 800!
(Mr. MOTTLEY: What about St. Michael?) The parish of
St. Michael has about 7,000 now. The last Government had
to spend very much in improving conditions in this I sland
and the consumption of gasolene wasnot so great. Speaking
under correcton, I am saying thatthey did not increase the
tax by more than three cents. Sir,] would like to know what
has gone wrong now that this Government hasto impose an
increase of five cents. Something is wrongif we have seen
the necessity for doing that.1 know thatthe Government will
have to get the money which they want to spend but, a3l say
there are other waysand means of getting that money. How-
ever he turns, the little man has got a blow; everybody is
getting it but the small man is getting it more so. If I live
next Tuesday, however, and do not die and go to Heaven
(Laughter) 1 will let this House know where the small
manis getting a blow all round. Good dear| You say that the
small drink is water; you lash the small man on that and
you also lash him onthe wateritself;] know that everybody
has to buy these things.l am representing some of the very
poorest people in this ceuntry andl know what their needs
are. 1 know what they are suffering from and } am saying
thatthistaxationis going to inflict a very great hardship on
these people, especially those who are living inthe country
areas.

6.20 p.m.

1 am saying, Sir, that five cents onone gallon of gaso-
lene this year of grace, 1963, is too much to put on at one
time when the consumption is greater. Somethingiswrong
and this Government had better check up.

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, for the whole day we
have heard much talk about the poor whenever a member
opens his mouth. Here we have this increase of five cents
on a gallon of gasolene. Members have talkedabout every-
thing, but they have not talkedabout an undertaker, because
nobody fixes his price. He knows that the dead must be
buried; so whatever he charges has to be paid. The hon.
junior member talked all around and has not mentioned an
undertaker’'s name yet.

Mr. SMITH: On a point of order, thehon. junior mem-
ber for St. Andrew said thatthe hon. junior member for St.
Joseph has not mentioned anything ~bout an undertaker, but
1 am telling him that an undertaker can take care of him-
self, drunk or sober.

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, nobody knowswhat
the undertakers charge because they talk in secret, You will
see all prices set up on notice boards except the under-
taker's fee; so no mancan stophim from raising or lower-
ing his charge. On the increase of five cents per gallon on
gasolene, we have hearddiscussion about the shopkeepersin
the country, about buses and about everything else and
members have referred to the poor. It seems to me that
there are certain politicians inthislsland who preach poli-
tics wherever they go, but anyone you see going around
whispering to the poor is absolutely blaspheming the name
of the poor, because he has never contributeda cent of his
to the poor.

1 remember reading from the scriptures that when
Jesus was on the earth, he called a rich young man and
asked him if he would like to goto Heaven. Jesus asked him
whether he loved his neighbour as he loved himself and he
said ‘“‘yes''. The man said he had done everything, but
Jesus told him thatif he lovedthe poor as he loved himself,
to distribute what he had to the poor and come and follow
Him. The man said that would not do. Jesus then told him
that it was easier for a camel to pass through the eye of
a needle than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of Hea-
ven. Wherever you turn in the world today, anyone who
wants to get into power goes around talking about the poor;




he represents the poor with his mouth, but he never does
anything for them.

As] said today, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Minister of
Finance has tofindwaysand meansto run this Government,
and I remember hearing the hon. junior member for St.
Joseph say during the last budget speech that there should
be an increase on gasolene, and that too much money was
put on beer, and rum was too dear. Now that the Premier
has rajsed the price, the hon. memberisgrumbling. If you
put a cent on any commodity, the people are going to cry
because they do not like to pay taxes. Even car owners
in the Island do not mind paying more for gasolene, and
they burn more gasolene for pleasure than forwork. When
you hear people talking about the five cent increase on gaso-
lene, Mr. Deputy Speaker, | am certainthatthe only persdns
it might affect would be the bus owners. There are motor
cars today which give twenty miles to the gallon, and to a
man Mdving in St. Andrew it is one gallon to come to town
and one gallon to go back. Ten centsmore & day for a man
to run a motor car is nottoomuch andl am sure that peo-
ple are going to pay. Wouldthe hon. member want the Pre-
mier to put five cents more on flour?

1 hope, Sir, that in time the Government will see fit to
increase bus faresby one cent or a penny because the buses
consume more gasolene, Heavy duty vehicles likeabus or
a truck will consume more gasolene, and 1 hope that the
Government will see fit to increase bus faresat least by a
cent or a penny. Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 cannot criticise this
Bill, asl said before, becausel know the Government has to
get money to run the country; thereforel support it whole~
heartedly.

6.30 p.m.

Mr. COWARD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, before thisBillis
passed, 1 feel it is my duty to make a few observations. |
very well remember last June when certain commodities
were increased that the Hon. Minister of Finance met with
very grave criticisms for not increasing the price of gaso-
lene. Many of those critics have not, upto now, bought one
gill of gasolene, but they have criticised the attitude of the
Hon, Premier for increasing certain commodities and not
increasing the price on gasolene.

1 know the Hon. Minister of Transport know sthe plight
of the Transport Board and the plight of all persons who
have to use gasolene from day to day during the course of
their business. ] am a motor omnibus concessionaireand |
am not at all exaggerating when ] say that more than one-
third of the takings on any bus goes in buying gasolene.

1 regret very much that the price of gasolene has been
increased, because 1 am sure that concessionaires today
must feel it harder with the small bus fares on which they
are operating. They have all made application to the Gov-
ernment for an increase in bus fares since last April when
they had to pay backpay to their employees. From time to
time, employees will be coming for more wages and we
have to live up to\expectations. We are looking forwardto
an Increase in bus fares, and I am sorry there is an in-
crease on the price of gasolene because as it stands today
we transport school children at a 40% reduction of fares and
it takes up not less than 40% of our units to deal with that
part of the transport system. Therefore, you will see
that if a smallincreaseinbusfareis even put on, that con-
cessionaires would get very little more profit out of it.

Hon. W, A. CRAWFQRD: 1 will say now that the Gov-
ernment is not at all conceding that this increase in the
price of gasolene must of necessity be followed by an in-
crease in bus fares. 1 am surprisedto hear the hon. senior
member for St. Peter imply thatinhis speech because last
year, as he will rightly recall, the Transport Board under
Government's control, was forced to pay in its wage bill
an increase of 25%. Itmeantanincrease of $144,000 a year
and this 25%~-increase in itswage bill wasabsorbed without
any increase in bus fares. The Workers Union felt that the
wages of the operational staff of the buseswere Insufficient
and they called foranincreaseinwagesand we had to meet
it. There was no increase in bus fares then and1 see no
reason why with an 8% increase of the price of gasolene the
leader of the Workers Union who originated the 25% in-
crease in the wage structure with noincreasein bus fares
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should think that this 8% increase in the price of gasolene
should be followed by an increase in bus fares.

Hon. members are fully aware of the factthat there is
today a lot of vehicular traffic on the road. Only today the
hon. senior member for St. Peter pointed out that in an
Island of 166 square miles we have over 800 miles of road.
These roadshave to be keptin order. The hon. senior mem-
ber for St. Joseph who found himself infavour of these pro-
posals came in here and asked us to increase the mileage
of the roads in the 1sland. He wantedthe Government to cut
more roads between cane fields so astoassist peasants in
getting out their canes.twasa proposalwhich the Govern-
ment had already embarked upon. It must result in addition-

" al mileage of roads in this country. You have to spend

money on the upkeep of these roads and there are almost
double the number of vehicles using the roadstoday as they
were ten years ago; so it must mean more wear and tear.
As a matter of fact, | am more than surprised to hear the
hon. junior member for St. Joseph criticising thisincrease
in the price of gasolene today because last June, he said in
the most emphatic terms that we should put on an increase
in the price of gasolene.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, ] rise on a point of
order. I did say that an increase shouldbe put on the price
of gasolene, but 1 did not saythatit should be five cents on
a gallon. 1 said one cent. Therefore, what is the Minister
getting up now and saying?

Hon. W, A, CRAWFOQORD: Sir, onthe last occasion, when
the price of gasolene was increased by the Party to which
the hon. member belongs, he sat on the floor of the House
and agreed to the increase and it was five cents on the
gallon then. He never said a word. (I aughter)

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I rise on a point of
order.lfitwere five centsthen, lookat thattime to now. The
consumption of gasolene now is greater. At that time you
did not have half as many vehicles onthe roads, If the Party
to which I belong even did it then, look and see what they
did with the money. What has thisGovernment done? It has
done nothing yet to compare with the taxation they have
imposed.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD:; Atthe time when they did that,
did they need it with allthe surplusfunds which they had in
the Treasury? When the hon, member talks of his Party’s
record, today this Government hasachieved more than what
was ever done by his Party when they were in power, We
have the largest record of employmentinthe Public Works
Department, and our school building programmeisfar more
than anything they imagined. There are 2,100 personswhom
we have employed. The hon. junior member for St. Joseph
sat there when his Party increasedthe price of gasolene by
five cents and never said one word in opposition, and he
now comes in here telling us it should be increased by one
cent more instead. You have 2ll these vehicles using the
roads and deteriorating them so rapidly. They are almost
double what they were ten yearsago. Alongwith that, there
is an increase in the tenantry roads and arterial roads.
With the amount of vehicular traffic, deterioration of the
roads must be more rapid than it was before, and it must
take more money to maintain them. The greater the num-~
ber of vehicles on the road, the more rapid the deteriora-
tion of the road and the more money needed to repair them.

The position, Sir, is that if we were to collect more
money from this source, which wasa source recommended
to us by the Opposition last year and which was recommend-
ed most strongly by the hon. junior memberfor St. Joseph
— and he not only talked about gasolene but even of shoes.
6.40 p.m. ’

Mr. SMITH: On a point of order. I have not said any-
thing about shoes. It was his boss who talked about shoes,
not L. (L aughter),

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker,]do not
know who the hon. member meanswhen he speaks about my
boss. If he means the electorate of St. Philip, well, that is
the only boss I have. (Mr. SMITH: You have another one
too.) All other hon. members here heard the hon. member
mention shoes. If we had to increase the price of gasolene,
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the increase should not be lessthenfive cents a gallon, and
1 may say that a lot of arguments which have been used
here today are completely untenable, I regretthatthe hon.
junior member for St. Peter is not now inhisplace, but he
began his remarks by sayingthatthistax on gasolene would
result in the increase of the price of food in the rural
areas because, according to him, the lorries brought the
food from the Roebuck Street merchants and the people in
the country areas would be charged more for transport;
but in the next breath the hon. member said that the people
in the country areas leave their homesand go to town to the
shops. Therefore, 1 do not know what the hon. member
means. 1 began buying gasolene at 27 centsa gallon; now it
has gone to 65 cents and 70 cents, and it has been raised to
a great extent by the Party dominated by the hon. junior
member for St. Joseph. If in the light of our commitments
and in the face of all we have to meet, we ask for an in-
crease of five cents in the price of gasolene, I am submit-
ting that that is not beyond our resources.

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: I beg to move, Mr. Deputy

Speaker, that you do now leave the Chair and the House go
into Committee on this Bill.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chairand the House
went into Committee on the Bill, Mr, BATSON in the
Chair,

Clauses 1 to 3 inclusive were called andpassed,

On the motion of Hon, |, C, TUIOR, seconded by
G. G. FERGUSSON, the (HAIRM AN reported the
passing of the Bill in Committee,

Hon,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER resumed the (hair and re-
portedaccordingly,

On motions of Hon, J. C, TUDOR, seconded by
Hon, G. G, FERGUSSON in each case, the Bill was read
a third ime and passed,

POOL BETTING DUTY (AMENDMENT) BILL

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Qrder of the Day
now stands in the name of the Hon. Leader of the House;~
To move the second reading of a Bill to amend the Pool
Betting Duty Act, 1960.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this Bill
is a very short one and the provisions of it are also very
short. These provisions merely seek toincrease the rate of
duty between pools promoted in the island - those pro-
moted from inside and those promoted from outside.

The rate of duty will be 20% on the amount of stake
money paid if the pools are promotedinthe island and 50%
of the stake money paid if they are promoted outside the
island. Section 2 sets out, or rather the various Sub-sec-
tions of Section 2 of the Bill, set out the effects of the Bill.
The Government feels that you cannot entirely prohibit —
or you do not want entirely to prohjbit — this form of
gambling, and the least youcandowouldbe to get the maxi-
mum amount of money you can from it. 1 do not think that
anybody could regard a tax on pools as being unjust, since
it does not constitute a burden onanybody.lf you are lucky
enough to win a sum of moneyina game of chance like this,
then there is no reason why the Government should not
earmark a reasonable portion of that money for community
services. With those remarks, Sir, I beg to move that this
Bill be now read a second time.
G. G. FERGUSSON:

Hon. 1 beg to second that.
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Mr. LYNCH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would like to throw
out the suggestion to the Government that with the extra
money which would be realised from the increased tax on
these pools, a percentage of this money be allocated to the
provision of suitable equipment for the promotion of sport in
this Colony generally. It must be very obvious to every-
body that the Government’s policy towards promoting sport
in this island is practically non-existent.[ believe that Dr.
Fidel Castro might be more accused of promoting Roman
Catholicism in his country than the Government would be
accused of promoting sport in this Island. I am suggesting
that here is an excellent opportunity for the peopie of this
Colony to know what proper athletic equipment looks like,
because manya generation has passed on without knowing,
The hurdlies in use at the premier school in this Colony
were erected, I believe, since 1896, and they form an ex-
cellent method of breaking a leg for our youngsters. It is
only those pupils who have been fortunate enough to have
been taken abroad by their parents who have ever seen
rea] athletic equipment. You will only have totravelas far
as Britsh Guiana and you willfindthatDr. Jagan has seen
the necessity for providing sporting equipment for that
Colony.
6.50 p.m.

This is an excellent opportunity for allocating a per-
centage of the takings from these pools — out of evil might
well come good — so that when we invite coaches to come
here through the courtesy of the U,Sl.S. or some other
generous body of that nature, there wouldat least be some
equipment on the Island which they might use in teaching
the boys of this Island, who are hoping to represent the
Island at international contests, how they might perfect
their techniques.] hope that the Minister responsible will
take the remarks 1 am makingin good heart. If he does not,
that is his affair, and I make no apology for it, because |
am very sensible of the needs and aspirations of these
young people in so faras sportisconcerned. It is not being
neglected in jamaica, in British Guiana or inTrinidad, and
1 see no reason whatever why it should be neglected here
and people be fogged off with plous promises.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD:; Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 propose
to ask for the suspension of the Sitting at 7.30 p.m. for a
slight break, and then return in order to go on. Until then
there is no point in suspending the Sitting before, and I beg
to move that Standing Orders Nos, 5, 14, 16 and 18 be sus~
pended.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I do not quite
follow the hon. member. If he had suggested it to me,
would be perfectly willing to move the suspension of the
Standing Orders, but if he gets up to speak on this Bill, he
will lose his right.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: If the motioniscarried, I can
speak, and the Deputy Speaker should rule.

Mr. MOTTLEY: If the hon. member suggests thatl
should move the Suspension of the Standing Qrders while 1
am speaking, I am willing toaccommodate him, but coming
in between like that is not right. 1 am not going to embar-
rass him; and will move the suspension of the Standing Or~
ders as soon as it reaches 7 o’clock.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let the hon. senior member
for Bridgetown carry on untl the appropriate time before
7 o'clock. It is now about 6.50 p.m.

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 just want to ask the hon. member a
few questions on this matter. In the absence of the legal
luminaries on that side of the Table, Sir, maybe the hon.
member would consult you on this matter. Asl understand
it from my limited knowledge, the only Bill which legalises
gambling isthe one for the Turf Club. We are now passing a
Bill to take money from something which is not legal, so
to speak. )

Lest it be thought, Sir, that my colleague was singing
a solo, 1 am joining him inhisappeal to the Hon. Minister.
This isa wonderful opportunity to earmark a certain amount
of money for the field of sport where youngsters were
denied qu’ 2 recently a grant from Government.




As far as] am concerned, what 1 am worried about is
this 50% in the Biil. It is all well and good to say nobody
should be annoyedif youare taking away 20% from the pools
which are played locally and 50% from overseas pools. 1
believe you are coming in line with other countries, but
am 1 to understand that these companies must also pay a
trade tax? Any pool company running this businessistrad-
ing. I wonder if the Minister would tell me that at this stage.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Before the hon. member replies, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
1 beg to move that StandingQrdersNos. S5, 14, 16 and 18 be
suspended.

Mr. LYNCH: | beg to second that.
The question was put and resolved in the affima-

tive without division,

THE POOL BETTING DUTY (AMENDMENT)
ACT, 1961

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I should like the
Minister to answer the questions | raised.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 see the hon. member is
still on his feet.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I bow to Your Honour's ruling, but I
suggest to the Hon. Minister to give me the answers to the
questions I posed, and also tell us something about what my
colleague has suggested.

Mr. BOXILL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, before the Hon.
Minister replies, 1 should like to ask Your Honour to let
the people inthe Gallery know thatthey are in here to listen
to the debates, andnotto makea lot of uncouth and uncalled
for remarks. Some person behind me is sucking his teeth.

What 1 would like to ask the Minister is whether | am
to understand that 20% will be taken froma person who won
a pool in Barbadosand 50% from a person who won an over-
seas pool.

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the hon.
junior member for Bridgetown has thrown outa suggestion
which I am sure will be consideredaccording to its merits
by the Government. He has, however, accusedthe Govern-
ment of not being interested in the promotion of sports.
7.00 p.m.

He has said that the Government’ s policy on the promeo-
tion of sports is ron-existent. I would like to deny such an
allegation emphatically. This whole business emanated
from the fact that not long ago representationwas made by
the Qlympic Association of Barbados for a grant for send~
ing athletes abroad. Quite a lot was said, and Government
was criticised quite unjustifiably by certain people, and1
feel it 18 my duty to clear up the issue.

Now, in refuting the statements made by the hon. junjor
member for the City, I would just like to point out that for
the firsttimeinthe history of Barbadosa separate vote was
placed in the Estimates for the promotion of minor sports
in Barbados. It is in the present Estimates, and it has been
done during the regime of this Government. Since this
Government was in power, it has also established the post
of Cricket Coach and the Ministry is now considering the
pros and cons of having an Athletic Coach,

We have recently taken over the Savannah Tennis
Courts for the purpose of promoting lawn tennisin schools.
Quite recently the Government hasallocated a sum of money
for the establishment of a children’scorner atTrents Play-
ing Field. I take it that the hon. junior member for the City
does not look over hiswall, or else he would have seen that
facilities for the promotion of netball and basketball have
been provided at Weymouth.

Mr. LYNCH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I rise on a point of
order. 1 happen to be the President of the Basketball Asso-
ciation.

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS: To speak quite frankly, mr.
Deputy Speaker, the hon. junior member for the City was
not getting on as if he was aware of the fact that Govern-
ment was doing something for the promotion of sport. He
did not act in the responsible manner of President of the
Association and as a person who knowsthatGovernment is
doing something for the promotion of sports in Barbados.
That is why I said so.

It was only last year that Government also gave a
grant of $3,600 to the Qlympic Association. Taking these
things into consideration, I do not seehow it is fair for the
hon. member to say that Government's policy towards the
promotion of sport is non-existent.

The question that the Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affimative uithout
division,

On motion of Hon, W, 4 CRAWFORI} seconded by
Hon, G. G, FERGUSSON, Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER left the

Chair and the House went into Committee on the Bll, Mr.
BATSON in the (hair,

dause ] uas called and passed,

Qause 2 was called, [t reads as follous:—

2. Section 3 of the Pool Betting Duty Act, 1960, is
amended as follows:-

(a) bysubstituting the following subsections for sub~
sections (1) and (2) thereof:-

‘(1) Subject as hereinafter provided, there shall
be raised, levied and collected on all bets made
by way of pool betting a duty to be known as the
pool betting duty.

(2) Where the bets are made by means of a to~
talisator set up in the Island, the pool betting
duty shall be equal to twenty per centum of the
amount of the stake money paid and such pool
betting duty shall be paid by the personin the Is-
land who is in charge of the totalisator.

(3) Where the bets are made by way of pool
betting but not by means of a totalisator set up in
the Island, and where the promoteris in the Is~
land, the pool betting duty shall be equalto twenty
per centum of the amount of the stake money paid
and such pool betting duty shall be paid by the
said promoter.

(4) Where the bets are made by way of pool bet-
ting and where the promoter is outside the Is-
land, the pool betting duty shall be equal to fifty
per centum of the amount of the stake money paid
and such pool betting duty shall be paid by any
person in the Island who as servant, agent or
other representative of the said promoter takes,
receives or collects any bets in connection with
the betting; and any bets so taken, received or
collected shall be treated for the purposes of the
Act as stake money paidtothe said promoter and
shall be liable to duty accordingly."’

(b) by renumbering subsection (3) of the section as
subsgection (35) thereof.

Hon. J. C, TUDOQOR: 1 beg to move that Clause 2 stand
part,

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, it isfor the Hon. Min-
ister totellmewhatis‘* stake’’, Weare not talking about an
iron stake. I am sure that half of those hon. members over
on the other side really do not understand what it is. Let any
one of them get up and tell me what you mean by ‘‘ stake'’.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: 1 would have thought in this context
the hon. member would have known what it means.
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Mr. MOTTLEY: I have not finished yet.] want to know
what is the meaning of ‘‘stake’’ in this clause. Is it the
actual money which you bet or the money which you win?
We have no definition of what you mean.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I am sorry the hon. member does
not understand. *'Stake”” means in this context what is put
down; in other words, '*a bet’".

Mr. MOTTLEY: If ‘‘stake’’ means the money which
you put down, it means if I pay $5.00, the Government is
entitled to $2.50 out of that. ] thought you meant if I won a
pool of $5.000, you were entitledto $2,500 out of it. In fact,
that iswhatit should mean. If it means that when I pay down
$5.00, the Government is getting $2.50 out of it, that is not
correct. As a matter of fact, it cannot mean that. You say
here;

‘‘(4) Where the bets are made by way of pool bet-~
ting and where the promoter is outside thels-
land, the pool betting duty shall be equal to fifty
per centum of the amount of the stake money

If a man pays down $1.00 it means that the Govern~
ment is entitled to 50 cents. We are not talking of an iron
stake.

Hon. J. C, TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, it means the total
value of the stakes -~ what you pay in the pools.

Mr. MOTTLEY: You say thatit meansthe stake money
paid. I cannot see how it means that. If you win a Derby in
the United States, you have to payintothe Government 50%
of what you won. That is obviously what it means in this
Bill.

7.10 p.m.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, I would like to find out what
it means. 1f I stake the sum of $5 and | lose, 1 do not think
you could draw any money from a man who has lost; you
can only draw from a man who has won,

Hon. J, C, TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, hon. members on the
opposite side of the Chamber, are, | think, making uneces-
sary difficulties for themselves. In any betting system,
there isprize money andthereis stake money. Prize money
is what you win on stake money and stake money is what
you put down So as to win prize money.

Mr. SMITH: What is this?

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: This is stake money. This is what
the subsection says;-

‘'Where the bets are made by way of pool betting
and where the promoter is outside the Island, the
pool betting duty shall be equalto fifty per centum
of the amount of the stake money paid and such
pool betting duty shall be paid by any person in
the Island who as servant, agent or other repre-
sentative of the said promotertakes, receivesor
collects any bets in connection with the betting;
and any bets so taken, received or collected shall
be treated for the purposes of the Act as stake
money paid to the said promoter and shallbe lia~
ble to duty accordingly.”

Mr. MOTTLEY: Then if one hundred people put up this
money, they will have to make an arrangement to pay this
S0%, here. (ASIDES),

Mr. LYNCH: Mr. Chairman, the difference between
prize money and stake money has at last been defined.
This will be a sum large enough so that a percentage of it
should be allocated by the Government in prosecuting their
interest in sport. I have been hearing about the appointment
of Coaches and 1 happento know that there was a Barbadian
who had three years of tuitionataNew York University; he
offered his services to this Government and they told him
that when they are ready they will call for him.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: On a point of order. Mr.
Chairman, I should like to say thatwe cannot now have any
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discussion on the general principle of the Bill; we cannot
have that at this stage. All thatisbefore the Chamber now
is the relative Section of the Bill; we cannot have these
details now.

Mr. LYNCH: Mr. Chairman,]am speaking on the rele-
vant Secton of the Bill and that is in relation to stake
money. I was simply suggesting how this money might best
be spent, that rather than having this ad hocdecision about
sporting matters, they should at least formulate a policy,
having some money to spend.

The question that Clause 2 stand part of the Bill
was put and resolved in the affirnative without division,

Clause 3 was calledand passed,

Hon. J, C. TUDOR: I beg tomove, Mr. Chairman, that
you do now report the passing of this Bill in Committee.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division,

The (HAIRMAN reported, and Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER
resumed the Chair and reported accordingly,

On motions of Hon, J, C. TUDOR,
Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON in each case, the Bll was read
a third tmeandpassed,

RESOLUTION re LEASE OF LAND TO THE
BARBADOS DEVELOPMENT BOARD

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg
to move that Order No. 5 betakenas the next OQrder of the
Day.

seconded by

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirna-
tvewithout division,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
stands in the name of the Hon. Leader of the House: To
move the passing of the following Resolution:-

Resolution to approve the lease of 143,189 square feet
of land at the Bridgetown Harbour to the Barbados Develop~
ment Board.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this
Resolution is a Resolution which seeks to vest an area of
land, which is now vested in the Executive Committee, to
the Development Board. The area comprises 143,189 square
feet at the Bridgetown Harbour, and itis proposed that the
House approve of the lease of this land by the Executive
Committee to the Development Board. As is set out in the
Second Schedule to the Resolution, the land i8 to be leased
for 15 years at a peppercorn rent; it is to be used for the
purposes eof a tourist oriented, handicraftsindustrial centre
and the Board is to be subject in the development, control
and administration of the area to the policy of the Govern-
ment as directed by the Minister whois responsible for the
subject of industry. From the Addendum to the Resolution
hon. members will see that the Board itself proposes to
provide accommodation in this area for small handicraft
purposes such as pottery, candle making, woodwork, silver-
smith work, fabric printing and similar handwork indus~
tries. Space will also be made available to sellers of local
handicrafts. In other words, the entire area, comprising
roughly three acres, will be earmarked exclusively for a
tourist oriented handicrafts industrial centre, and the
Development Board will represent the Government Handi~
craft Section as well to have facjlitiesto offer their wares
for saleandprovide for the purchase of articles of this sort
in the Port area.

7.20 p.m.

I think, Sir, that hon. members will agree that this is
a most appropriate place fora promotion of this kind, and I
beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.




Mr. MOTTLEY" air. Deputy Speaker, there can be no
objection to this because we all agreethatthis area should
be reserved for the purpose of development, butl should
like to draw something to the Hon. Minister's attention.
However well intentioned and however anxious we might be
to develop this area, | certainly deprecate — andl do so
after consultation with people with some taste — some of
the architecture I see there. There isabuilding which has
not been put up for any length of time which has been built
out of concrete blocks, and it hasbeen put together without
any symmetry, leaning to one side and looking in a way
which I consider not to be conducive tothe proper develop-
ment of the area.l am sure the Minister of Trade and the
Minister of Communications and Works must be fully ac~
quainted with what I am talking about. This place is really
not a good advertisement to tourists coming along that road,
and there seemsa little difference between thatbuilding and
some of the dilapidated buildings in Cats Castle, except for
some paint which has been put on it. Some people have
peculiar taste, and I counsel the Minister notto allow peo-
ple to do that sort of thing.I do not want to go very far into
this, but the Minister will agree with me that something
proper should be put upifthe peopleare going to lease this
land. justaspeople liveandhave the ideas which they have,
they want to put these things up the same way.

1 have heard so many foreign people ask if this is the
type of building we allow to go up on the approach road to
the Harbour. From the Second Schedule to the Resolution.
the land is to be leased for 15 years at a peppercorn rent,
and is to be used for the purposes of a tourist oriented
handicrafts industrial centre.| feel thatif people are putting
up something small, they should put up something with
taste. The Board is to be subject in its development, con-
trol and administration of the area, to such policy direc-
tions as the Minister responsible for the subject of Industry
may issue; so not only the Townand Country Planning Offi-
cer must say that the building should be so many feet back
from the road. Asfar asl am concerned, I think it should
be known that those of us who have to contribute taxes
deprecate the Government allowing people to put up these
stupid things with a sign saying ‘*Visit the Potteries’’, when
in truth and in fact that building shouldbe dragged down. 1
have nothing against passing the Resolution, and 1 myself
feel I should like to see morebuildingsgo up there through
the Government giving these leases to people whowould be
willing to put up proper buildings. Asa matter of fact, in a
lease of this nature, the person should submit a planofthe
type of building. It need not be elaborate but should have
some taste. 1 am absolutely certain that none of our **C"’
class masons had anything to do with this. The owner pro-
bably got some concrete blocks from somewhere, put some
mortar on them, and as a result the building is leaning to
one side. 1 think the Minister should control the type of
building that goes up there. fmagine a ship landing at the
Deep WaterHarbour and the passengers therefrom travel-
ling along this road to Bridgetown and, the first thing they
see is a building similar to some in Bulls Alley or Cats
Castle.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 know that by
this agreement the Government isleasing about three acres
of land. The Minister has not told us the amount of land to
be used for the purposes of this tourist oriented, handi-
crafts industrial centre, nor has he explained what this is
so that we would have some idea. Moreoverl am coming to
the stage in my thinking where ] feel that the land at the
Deep Water Harbour owned by the Government is pretty
well being given away. This is land that cost us a lot of
money; youwanttoamortize thisdebt; andwhat I do not like
about the bookkeeping of this organisationisthatwe have to
be very careful that they do notlandus in a situation. As1
said, earliertoday we concludedanagreementforthe dock-
ers of Bridgetown. What ] do not like about this situation
is that when you take land thathasa valuation and begin to
parcel it out in gifts and lease it at peppercorn rent, it
should be evaluated with the other invisible returns you
are getting, because the land there ~ the Deep Water Har-
bour cost $30 million - is reflected in the Port expenses.
1 am a member of the Port Advisory Board and1 had to
make a little criticism of that.Itisdefinitely unfair, if you
take the Port and the cost ofthisland, and you say it costs
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$X million — and you have toamortize the debt through di-
rect charges and the receipts you get from the Port - to
take this land and give it away, because you are not giving
the Port any credit for the value of the land which they have
to amortize, and you are making the Port carry the heavy
amoertizaton charges for something you are giving away to
somebody at a peppercorn rent.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, if the Government is leasing this

land at a peppercorn rent, then the Government cannot come
here and say, as] have heardthe Premier say, that the Port
itself is showing a deficit. 1 am not going to agree to
your increasing Port charges for the community to pay for
the Port when you are giving away part of the Port’s valua-
tion in land, since we haveto pay for the whole thing, I hope
the time will come when an expert examination will be made
into the clear~cut evaluation of this. Now I am not against
the Government leasing land for industrial development, but
three acres is a lot of landin Barbados, and 1 want to know
what sort of centre this is that needs three acres of land.

Now 1 want to say to the Leader of the House that at this

Port which we have built, nothing hasbeen done to positively
demonstrate tothe publicthatyouare giving us a little area
for the workers. You have got a tennis court at the Garri-
son; we do not need a tennis court, but some place where
people can have a little recreation. 1 know we will be ap-
proaching the Minister for a canteen, and he will be able to
tell us what he proposes to do with regard to canteen
facilities for the workers, because I do not feel, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, that it would be fair forthis community to
have all these other advantages, while the people directly
concerned at the Port and the people who have to pay the
social costs get none. ] am not clear in my mind what this
tourist oriented handicraft centre is, for which you want
three acres of land. What are they putting up? Is it a mar-
ket?

7.30 p.m.

I want to know what you are givng three acres of land

for. The average habit is that assoonas you start parcel-
ling out land and you are not selling it, somebody would be
begging you for another piece. The land at the Deep Water
Harbour isnot land which youcangiveaway, and for anyone
totake and put any sort of nonsense on. It is expensive land.
It isthere to do something which youmust have near to your

Port. 1 want to know if this three acres of land is for the
purpose of putting some half-cent businesson. Donot start
off siting little half-cent businesses on the Deep Water

Harbour.

1 have no objection, Mr. Deputy Speaker, to your
creating a little tourist area down there for people who
come throughtheHarbour, butl would like it to be examined
because the Port should offer you facilities for the type of
industrial concernswhere youwant easy shipping facilities.

Where shipping is going to be anessential element in your

business, you want that business sited near the Port so that
you can reduce your shipping expenses. 1 take it that you
want to give such businesses facilities as near to the Port
as you possibly can. While the touristtradehas some part
to play, I want to know why it should take up three acres of
land.

TheHon. Minister musttell meif you are going to have
a car park there. If you are going to have one, have it
properly laid out and have a proper pavementthere. I hope
that youhave anidea of planting treesthere. Qf course, that
may be part of the duties of the Advisory Committee.

Now 1 am on this, I would like to say this to the Hon.
Minister of Communications. You must inform the Police
Department that they must have some sort of marked-out
path for parking on the approachroadtothe Port. I think it
is a dangerous thing tohaveall of those motor cars parking
on the Northern Access Road. When a policeman is not
there, people have the idea that once they park their car on
the left side, it is parked in accordance with the law, The
average Barbadian feels that once he gets as close as he
can to the side of the road he is safe; but when one fellow
parks his car on one side andthe other fellow parks on the
other side, although it is a wide road if it is done near the
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corner he narrows the angle; therefore, if two cars come

along in opposite directions, the whole roadisblocked. The
traffic people should be there to see how you park — and
more so duringthe croptime. Asa matter of fact, that road

should not be used as a parking strip then: and if it should
be used as a parking strip, people shouidbe only allowed to
park on one side, and only at certain hours.

Sir, 1 would like some check to be made of the value
of the land which we are giving out at peppercorn rent. 1f
we start too early with thisnonsense, then the income which
we expect to get from thislandwouldnot be forthcoming. 1
do not think it would be fair tothe Port Authorities to land
them with all these charges.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 want to
correct a few misconceptions as regards utilisation of this
area, To begin with, the building occupied by the Christo-
pher Russell’s Pottery has not been erectedby the present
owner. It was an old building lying there left by the Costain
people and the pottery people came along and rented it. 1
agree with the hon. member that it haslittle or no aesthetic
appeal, and to be quite frank, the Government had scheduled
it for demolidon. It should have come down long time ago.
However, the pottery people moved in, and after a ime
they erected a kiln and began operating from there. The in-
dustry was then gettng on its feet and the pottery people
asked us to allow them to stay there a little longer, and
permission was granted them to stay a little longer. The
bullding is a ramshackled one, and it is true to say that
the occupiers have tried their best more by camouflage
than by anything else to beautify it. It should have been taken
down.

Hon. members seem to think that because we are
leasing this land out at a peppercorn rent, it means that
people who occupy it will also pay a peppercorn rent. At
the moment, the ownership of this land is vested in the
Governor~in-Executive Committee. All we are doinginthis
Resolution is for the Legislature toauthorise the transfer-
ring of power from the Executive Committee to the Develop-
ment Board for leasing the land at the DeepWater Harbour.
The rental of the landthere hagbeen fixed at ten cents per
square foot per annum and this is so calculated with due
deference to the cost of the entire Deep Water Harbour in
mind, and with due deference to the specified period in
which the cost of the harbour should be amortised. I think
the time is fifteen or twenty years.

7.40 p.m.

1 want to assure the hon. senior member for St. Peter
that his proposal coincides precisely in every detail with
the Government’s policy with regard to the utilisation of
of the area, We have had several proposalsor applications
for areas at the Bridgetown Harbour, which we have re-
fused except for two purposes. The area is to be utilised
for any industry or industries manufactured solely for re-
export. You bring in the raw materials, processthem here
and re-export them and you will know thatthey are to be on
the Harbour site. It isproposedtohavea plant for the pro-
cessing of shrimps and a plant for the evisceration of
poultry. It is proposed tohave these twotypes of industries
down there, which would require the facilities which are
offered, and it is likely that the two of them could be sited
in close proximity to the cold storage plant.,

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of order. ] would like to
see the plan. (ASIDES) 1 cannot speak again, therefore I have
risen on a point of order. You will remember, Sir, that at
one time we asked for a plan and the then Minister in
charge of the particular portfolio felt in his pocket for it;
but it was a bigWaterworks Planin relation to the erection
of a stand-pipe. (L aughter),

Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD: 1 want to say that hon. mem-~
bers can rest assured, especially the hon. senior member
for S. Peter, that the Government had the same apprehen~
sion as to the value of this land ags they have, and we were
very careful in our decision not to make any of this land
available for any and everypurpose.As a matter of fact,
with regard to this area which we are now going to vest in
the Development Board for sub-leasing at the fixed rental

of 10 cents a year, it is felt that this {5 precisely an area
where you should have a tourist oriented handicrafts indus-
trial section. We will move some of the handicraft sections
at the Garrison down there, We will open the area to local
merchants or local manufacturers of handicraft items to
rent spots there and make their ware available to the
tourists. The development will be entirely controlled; it will
be the front door of the island, and the Government is con~
scious of the necessity for seeing that it is developed in
some conformity to the demands of modern development
and appealing to the aesthetic sense of beatuy and things like
that. It will not be developed inany helter-skelter fashion;
as to the old somewhat ramshackled buildings which now
house centain things, they are merely temporary and they
will come down for the erection of buildings in conformity
with our plans for the erection of buildings.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, in making this land available to
anybody at all, proper attentionwill be paidto what it costs
the Government. The Executive Committee doesnot wanttc
be burdened unduly. Somebody wants, say, 500 or 600
square feet of land for the sale of handiwork or embroidery
and therefore we are giving the Development Boardall the
power to make these sub-leases; we are transferring the
power which now lies in the hands of the Executive Com-~
mittee to the Development Board only in respect of this
144 thousand odd square feet which has been delineated in
the Resolution.

The question that this Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affimative without division,

SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION BILL

Hon. W, A, CRAWFQORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, ] beg to
move that Order No. 8 be taken as the next Qrder of the
Day.

G. G. FERGUSSON:

Hon. I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affimma-
tive without division,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day
now stands in the name of the Hon. Leader of the House:~
To move the second reading of a Billto grant an additional
sum of money out of the Public Treasury and to appropriate
the same for the service of the year ended the thirty-first
day of March, one thousand, nine hundred and sixty~three.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is
the ordinary supplementary Appropriation Bill which we
pass from time totime. Thisisa Bill to grant an additional
sum of money out of the Public Treasury and to appropriate
the same for the service of the year ended the 31st day of
March, 1963. 1 do not think, Sir, that this Bill will require
any further remarks on my part. Jt is merely a question
of providing the appropriation for the Resolutions which
were passed during the year ended onthe 31st March, 1963,
so long as these sums are deemedexpedient for the public
service.l beg to move that this Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

The question that this Rill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affimative uithout
division,

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go
into Committee on this Bill.

Hon. G, G, FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive wthout division,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER left the (hair and the House
went into Comnittee on the Bill, Mr, BATSON in the
Chair,
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On the mtion of Hon, J, C, TUDOR, seconded by
Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON the Preamble was posiponed,

Clauses 1 to 5 inclusive were called andpassed,

7.50 p.m.
The Schedule was called and passed,

The Preambl e was called and passed,

On the modion of Hon, /. C, TUDOR, seconded by
Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS, Mr, CHAI RMAN reportedthe
passing of one Bill in Committee and Mr, DFPUTY
SPEAKER resumed the (hair and reported accordingly,

On separate motions of Hon, J, C, TUDOR, seconded
in each case by Hon, 4 DaC, EDWARDS, the Bill was
read a third time and passed,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker,1 beg to
move that Order No. 7 be the next Order of the Day.

Hon. A, DaC., EDWARDS: 1 beg to second that.
The question uns put and resolved in the affirmtive
uithout division,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFQORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am
asking leave to deal with the Resolution in the absence of
the Hon. Minister of Communications, Works andHousing.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: TheHon. Leader of the House
is asking leave to take charge of OrderNo. 7, unless there
be any objection, leave will be granted.

There being no objection, leave is granted the Hon.
Minister.

RESOLUTION re TRANSFER OF LANDS BY
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE TO THE
HOUSING AUTHORITY

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, thisRe-
solution seeks to approve the transfer by way of the parcels
of land described in the Schedule appended, Nos 1 to 10.
They are being transferred from the Executive Committee
to the Housing Authority, andapproval of the Legislature is
hereby sought. The Addendum points out that according to
the provisions of the Executive Committee (Amendment)
Act, 1951, the approval of the Legislature to the transfer
of land to the Housing Authority has to be sought. Housing
estates have been established on lands bought in the name
of the Executive Committee. These lands are now under the
control of the Housing Authority, and it is necessary for
them to be vested in the Housing Authority to enable the
Authority to have the power to lease or rent any of the
portions of the land.

The portions are set out in the Schedules.In the First
Schedule there is land formerly part of Maxwells Planta-
tion; in the Second Schedule there is land at Canevale; in
the Third Schedule there is some land originally part of
Thorpes Plantation; in the Fourth Schedule there is some
land formerly part of the lands of Bagatelle Plantation; in
the Fifth Schedule there is some land formerly part of the
lands of Grazettes Plantation; inthe Sixth Schedule there is
a certain piece of land at Black Rock; in the Seventh
Schedule thereis some land at Chelsea Cot in the district
known as Black Rock; in the Eighth Schedule there is some
land formerly part of the lands owned by the Barbados
Government Railway; in the Ninth Schedule thereisland at
Six Cross Roads, St. Philip andinthe Tenth Schedule there
is land at Belleplaine in the parish of Saint Andrew.

This Resolution, Sir, is a formal matter and merely
carries out the provisions of the Act which compel legisla-
tive sanction to be sought for any transfer of authority over
lands vested in the Executive Committee to any Statutory
Authority.

1 beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. A, DaC. EDWARDS: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, asthis seemsto
be dealing with quite a number of lots of land bought within

recent years by the Governor-in-Executive Committee, I
was wondering whether the Minister could say if the Bay
Land, the Pine and Emmerton have already been vested in
the Housing Authority. I remember that during my twelve
years on the Housing Board before it became the Housing
Authority, we merely acted as agents. 1 cannot remember
any Resolutions being passed here to the effect, and1 am
wondering if these other places have been passed into the
hands of the Housing Authority.

What 1 rose primarily to say is this: ] am sorry the
Premier isnotinhisplace, because heis Minister of Local
Government, so to speak. If hon. members sittdng around
this Table were to look at the Schedules carefully, they
would see that they actually affect not only the municipal
area, but both the Northern and SouthernDistricts. That is
to say, land which originally paid taxes to these areas
have been bought by the Governor-in-Executive Committee
and therefore are exempt from taxation. They are now being
turned over to the Housing Authority inthe great majority of
cases for the building of housesandfor carrying out certain
social services — and I hope the members from the Nor-
thern and Southern Districts who are members of this
House are listening to me — and the Housing Authority by
a special Act of legislation is also exempt from taxation.
At this juncture | think I should draw to the Government's
attention that it seems quite unfair, and the criticisms1l
used against the last Government 1 will use against this
Government. The Local Government bodies must provide
social services which are absolutely necessary in these
areas, and according to the recommendations of Sir John
Maude and Mr. Lightburn Government should make some
grant to the local authorities in lieuof the taxes they would
have got if the land had still been in the hands of private
people, as Government is exempt from taxation, and by a
special Act the Housing Authority is exempt from taxation.
Each tdme you do this, you lessen the area the particular
Local Government Council would have to tax; therefore the
higher the taxation will go upon the householders and pro-
perty owners in the area, because they have not got the
amount of land to tax.

While I support this Resolution, I hope the Ministers
who are on the other side listening will make a note of
this, although I see the Minister in charge of thisis not
paying me any mind. This is an important matter, and 1
am as serious as deathaboutit.(Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: |
have heard everything you are saying.) 1 did not think you
were hearing. 1 forgot you were a journalist and can do
five things at the same time.

8.00 p.m.

1 hope your colleague from the Southern District Coun-
cil would support this because this is Canevale land on
which you are going to carry out certain social amenities,
In order to collect money, we mustimpose taxes on people,
and what we are asking is that the Government give this
very serious consideration. This would meana reductionin
the taxes which we collect. You should give us back some-
thing and that is the recommendation of the expert whom
you brought here. This is where we part company. As far
as Local Government is concerned, if youare going to pur-
sue the same stubborn and spiteful policy of the last Gov-
ernment, then ] will have to get up in arms against you. If
you do not want to penalise and create a hardship on the
people in this area, you must give us something. You have
taken away thousands of acres of land from us and giving
something in return is what is doneinevery country of the
world. You should give us back something. Thisis where }
part company with anybody. Itis justnotfair. I have raised
this question on several occasions.

As a matter of fact, 1 go further. 1 have gone further
than Sir John Maude because I donot believe that property
used for social services should pay taxes: but itisa
question, where you have revenue-earning property, that
you should give us something. You must bear in mind that
some of these areas were once land from which we collected
revenue. When you buy Canevale and when you buy Parks
and develop them into housing areas, youaretaking away a
part of the Local Government area from which it used to
get taxes and Local Government still has to carry out
services in that area. The last Government did it spitefully,
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and maliciously, and it was partly due to their wanting to
get at me. 1 do not expect it of you. Whether you do it or
you donot doit, I will come back in here. We are not saying
that you should pay on property whichyouare using purely
for social services. But why on earth should a doctor be
given a house without paying anything?

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: I rise ona point of order. The
hon. member knows that the Government has come to the
assistance of Local Government Concils with a direct
grant in order to compensate for the taxes through the
adoption of a method which the hon. memberis criticising.
1 know the City Council hasnot benefittedto such an extent.
The Hon. Minister of Social Serviceshas just reminded me
that tomorrow himself and the Minister of Communications,
Works and Housing will be in attendance at a meeting to
finalise plans for the transfer of theseindividual units un-
der the housing estates to th€ occupiers. They will be en~
titled to buy them. When they buy the house it also means
that they will be owning the land on which it stands.

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 am glad to hear that because that is
a sensible thing to do. All Barbadians like to own a house
and land.

What 1 am saying is this. If ] were to tell you what a
stupid letter came to me from one of the Ministries, you
will be surprised. Can you imagine the City Council saying
we asked to give us something in lieu of your revenue-
earning property and someone writing you a note asking
you to name the revenue-earning property which we are
thinking of? Only a convulsed idiot would send something
like that to you. How can you know? How on earth can we
know? Only the Public Works Department and the people
who draw the money would know. If we asked you to give
us something in lieu of revenue-earning property, isit for
you toask uswhereisyour revenue~earning property? Only
an ass will do that. How canyouask me? If we were to ask
you where are Government revenue-earning properties,
right away the Minister can say those properties in the
Garrison and the like. You will know that places like the
Law Courts, the hospitals and the schoolsare not revenue-
earning properties. The people to know are the people who
collect the money and the Public Works Department.

The Hon. Minister said that the previous Govern-
ment gave a grant, but I say categorically that they did not
give a grant. They gave a grant for spite and to see if they
could lower the taxes in the area to which they gave the
grant so that they could belittle the people in the City Coun~
cil. This does not only affect the City.Now, you are passing
this on to an Authority who has no authority to pay.

*

1 am happy to hear that the Minister of Social Services
and the Minister of Communicationswillbe meeting shori-
ly for the purpose of final arrangements for the transfer
of these houses to the people who rent them. It is a wise
thing to do. If you take the background of the people in
Barbados and the outlook which they have, youwill realise
that if you really want to get your money in, it is a wise
thing to do. Your rates are very cheap now. Sometimes i
get very annoyed when they come in and tell me that they
owe a year's rent. I get annoyed because the rents could
not be cheaper than what they are, If you want to get these
people to pay you your rent, let them know that they have
the opportunity of leaving the house totheir children. Give
these people the chance of owning the house.lf you do that,
instead of their paying the rent only, they would pay you
three or four times the amount.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, while I agree with the Resolution,
1 feel that theHon. Minister would not let what ] said fall on
deaf ears.
8.10 p.m.

You can swear that in all of these areas you collect
taxes. If you had to lose $200, $300, or $500 in taxation by
way of the Government owning land, well, you must have
money to run your Social services and must you not put it
on houses when the actual legislation fixed the amount on
trade? How else must you do it? I do not skylark when it
comes to Local Government, and I do say it is time that
the Government show that they do not perpetuate dislike for
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individuals or that they donot come tothe conclusion that a

grant should be given.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 am parting
company with the hon, member on this occasion. Both he
and the Government seem to be playing a game in this
matter, This Government cannot afford to builldhousesfor
a number of people and theii make them believe that you can
sell them a house. You haveto provide facilides for people
to borrow money to build houses. Thisbusiness started be-
cause each political party believed that it could put a fast
one on the other, and you are now paying dearly for this
state of affairs. Your Party has given the image to people
that they need not pay for housing.

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: On a point of order. Mr.
Deputy Speaker, the hon. member is guilty of making the
most incorrect andirrational statement; never, atany time,
have I heard any member whoisassociatedwith this Party
tell people that they should not pay the rent for the houses
which they occupy.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 am not talking
about the last election at all; I am talking about the image
which the hon. member’sparty createdin the minds of peo~
ple who occupy these houses, that the houses belong to the
Government and they were to liveinthese houses (ASIDES)
Is the hon. member saying ‘‘No"'?7 1 will say now that it
started even from 1947 when we firsthad the Labour Wel-
fare Fund and we started tobuild houses. People were told;
*This is Government money’’ and this idea of people not
paying rent for houses was started.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: On a point of order. I am
sorry to interrupt the hon. member, but I must insist that
the hon. member should not accuse membersof this Party
of doing that. I have heard that from a man who is asso-
ciated with another Party.

Mr. WALCOTT: 1 am sayingthatitis your Party which
has given the image that the money which was coming out
of the Sugar Industry Rehabilitation Fund was not being
paid back to the plantation owners and therefore why is it
that the workers had to pay this money for their houses,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: On a point of order. It has
been said that the money paid outfromthe Sugar Rehabili~
tation Fund was not repaid, but that has been said in the
context of reducing the amount of money to be allocated to
the Sugar Rehabilitation Fund or, on the other hand, stop-
ping it for a certain time. Mr. Deputy Speaker, | have said
over and over again that at some time or other the rehabi~
litation of the factories must reach saturation pointand you
should stop this Fundandincrease the Labour Welfare Fund-

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | have said that
this image was created by the hon. member’'s Party. This
has been said in St. Lucy. Do you want me to call names?
1 have been in politics for a long time and ] know that]
have to meet these things. I know what my opponents go
before me and say, andthenthey haveto go back and explain
what they meant. 1 have asked that the 10%, cost be removed
but there is still a charge there. | said that | parted com-
pany with the hon. senior member for the City and in spite
of what Sir John Maude and Mr. Lightburn have said, |, as
a Socialist, believe that the things which the Government
would have to do in constructing houses for people in the
community, may be a part of the price which you may have
to surrender now. In a municipality where the Government
undertakes to carry out a housing project, you must lose
income from the point of view thatitcreates a shortage of
capital for you, but it might provide something else.

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of order. I am sorry to
interrupt the hon. member, but the Hon., Leader of the
House has said that the Minister of Social Services was
ltz.iscusanng the possibility of allowing people to own these

ouses,

Mr. WALCOTT: What 1 am saying is that the Govern-
ment in putting money towards property, that property
would normally be taxable if the Government did not own
these things. I was pointing out to the hon. member that




sometimes you have to view these thingsinthe light of the
whole social cost.
8.20 p.m.

In some instances you may find that the Government
comes along and acquires land, and builds houses which it
has to service, and provides other thingsinthe community
and in the municipality which the municipality itself could
not have undertaken. I agree that if the municipality can
show that its income. falls so short that it could not now
maintain this, you might be ableto consider that in another
light; but on the basis of providing houses, you may say
that is something that is already constructed and erected.
But what are you going to do for the future? Can you have
a policy in which you continue to build houses on the basis
of having them occupied and owned, and have you tested
the community and discovered whatare its needs? For ex-
ample, in my own constituency 1 do not know what have
been the delays in finding appropriate land for housing,
but in thinking of Barbadosnow andnot merely of St. Peter,
one of the difficulties you are having in Barbados is that
you are bullding houses on the periphery —as in Cave Hill
and the Pine and other places — and leaving a vacuum in
the City. What you do not realise istaking place is that you
are creating a congestion all the time ata most dangerous
point, because you are building houses here: and ali the
people who come from the country, and all the drifters go
to the periphery or drift to the City, and the slum areas in
the City become more congested than they were ten years
ago because of the influx. You have to take the bull by the
horns. There is Emmerton and Chapman Lane that we can
beautify because it is valuable land.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, right here in the City, in Nelson
Street, you should start a programme inwhichyou erect a
different type of building for which you would not have to
talk about giving a man a house. Youhave to get a policy to
suit your needs. There are 240,000 people anda little bit of
land. While the Leader of the Hose said that freehold is
very good, we must reach the stage of thinking that freehold
is not good, in the sense thatwherea man owns a little bit
of land but wants all the amenities, youwill get no housing.
If you do not have housing residing ona lease-hold basis in
the State itself, you may have the danger — owing to dilapi-
dation and people not keeping the houses in proper condi-
tion — of your houses going back to slum conditons, be-
cause unfortunately where people have been living at low
standards of life and have no moneytoinvest in a house, if
the place is wall or stone, they feel it will remain as wall
or stone foreverandthey do not have to do anything with
it. We have to watch the American system. The American
people have just built a lot of co-operative flats in New
York, and they will sell a man a flat, though the freehold
is vested in the people who builtthatflat, in perpetuity; he
can own it in perpetuity but he cannot join with others and
sell them out to other people. He can only sell it with the
owner's authority, and he has to make a contribution
monthly to the upkeep of the place,

1 feel, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that if you are building
State houses, you have to be carefulnotto allow the image
of State houses to be so damaging and become so direpu-
table by handing over power to leaseholdwithout any of these
maintenances, that it would be a shocking thing the next
twenty or twenty-five years to see the State houses which
are only a shamble through people nottaking care of them.
1 would therefore warn the Government to be very careful
in these new projections they have.

Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: For the information of the
hon. senior member for St. Peter, I should like to draw
to his attention that we would have been further ahead with
this policy, but I thought it best to have in Mr. George
Abrahams, an expert on housing and anauthority on lease-
hold housing, and a lot is included in his statements for
our guidance in the turning over of these houses. At present
we are setting up in Grazettes 46 houses on one area, and
they are all single unithouses. Although it would take more
land actually in the building per person, yetthe system has
not yet developed in Barbados of four or five people living
in one larger house, and 1 think thatin years to come Bar-
badians will have to be gradually weaned into the idea of

iiving in apartment houses rather than single unit houses.
We are however, startingimmediately on single unit houses
with each man having his own plot and house, and in view
of the small amount of land in Barbados, we will have to
resort to apartment houses for the poorer classes in the
housing areas,

Mr. WALCOTT: 1 am very glad to hear the Minister
say that, because that is one of the projections 1 think Bar-
badians must come to. 1 also agree with the Leader of the
Opposition that the time has come too when you have to be
frank with people. 1 visit the housing areas, andI am very
pleased to say that the housing areas have meant a lot to
the improvement of the standard of housing of people living
in Barbados. 1 have absolutely no sympathy for those per-

sons who do not pay the rents which have been charged,
because there are other peonle living in other sectors of
our community who pay twice as much for the services
they are getting, and it is shocking and shameful to find
when people talk about a subsidy that they do not know these
peop::: are being subsidised in a home to the tune which
some of them pay.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | was amazed when | was told
some evenings ago what some of the houses in Grazettes
cost. Nobody living in a housingarea has to take off his
shoes at the top of the gapanddo a hop-scotch to his home.
There is electric light in them and ycu can drive anybody
to his door in any of the housing area. For practical pur~
poses any person living in a housing area vis-a-vis the
United States of America is living just as good. | know the
salary structure in a general way in Barbados. For a man
who is unemployed, it is difficult in any circumstance; but
any man working for what can be regarded as an average
wage in Barbados can pay that rent, because the amount is
very low. I think the Government has just increased the
qualifying amount to a higher figure per week, but there are
some people living in the housingareas, who, if they were
in New York, would have to move, because in the United
States of America, you only live in a project if yoursalary
is below a certain amount.l haveafriend who was living in
the project, but he wasonly allowedto live there because he
had three children, and after his salary reached a certain
point, he had toleave. We know itis difficult to do that here
in Barbados, because houses are difficult to acquire,

1 feel, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 should like to see the
Government go through with a policy of making people pay
their rents. Before I sit, I should like to say also thatl
would like to see a more vigorous policy of Housing. I hope
the Minister has a plan afoot for having housing develop-
ment. I saw it mentioned in the Budget Speech on a more
general basis, and I believe in this community either by a
Loan Society or by assistance, other middle income group
people should be assisted in building houses, becausel re~
gard that as a policy of saving money. The Premier spoke
about a National Savings Committee. This is where I will
join forces with the Hon. Leader of theHouse in saying that
the best way to make people have savingsin any community
is to create the responsibility of ownership by paying back
for something, and let them expend some of their savings
in the community on something that becomesworthwhile.l
feel that if a man know s he hasthe responsibility of paying
for a house and you can assist him in the beginning, you
will stop him from spending money badly. Thatis why I say
you should make loansavailable for building houses, and you
will find that many of the middle income group and lower
income group people will have a boon in Barbados which will
help this community.

8.30 p.m.

It is very essential for this community to have small
savings. We will never have steel or those big industries,
but we can have thingswherein the smallmancaninvesthis
money.

1 would admonish the Government to start soon, andl
think that the Hon. Leader of the Qpposition can see in his
own area that it is really bursting at the seams. | know
that he is waiting: but if he goes on waiting, he will have
a very explosive situation on his hands.
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The question that the Resolution do now pass was

put and resolved in the affimative without division .

THE ADJOURNMENT

Hon. W, A, CRAWFOQORD: Thatbrings Government Busi-
ness to an end today.

In fixing the Order Paper, the matters remaining
from this week will come first.

1 now beg to move......

Mr. WALQOQTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, before the ques-
tion is put, 1 am asking permission that the Resolution
which 1 brought in today be made Order No. 2 under Pri-
vate Members’ Business,

Mr. BOXILL: 1 am also asking leave that the Resolu-
tion which 1 gave notice of today be moved to the third or
fourth position.

Hon. A. DaC, EDWARDS: Ifl remember correctly, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, at the la st meeting of thisHouse a Resolu-
tion was tabled by my colleague, the hon. senior member
for St. Andrew, in relation to a statement which I made on
the Gillette Report. At that time, he asked that it be made
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Order No. 2 under Private Members' Business. The only
reason why he did not ask for it to be No. ! is because he
thought the Resolution on the Financial Statementand Bud-
getary Proposals should take priority. On his behalf, I am
asking that it remain Order No. 2andthe others mentioned
be made 3, 4, and 5 respectively.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:; 1 have the honour todischarge
the following Standing Committees;~

The Committee appointed to consider and report on
the Bill to amend the Trade UnionAct, 1939; and the Com-
mittee appointed to consider and report on the Bill to in-
corporate the Young Women's Christian A ssociation of Bar-
bados.

Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 beg
to move that this House do now adjourn until Tuesday next,
21st May, 1963, at 12,00 o’clock noon).

Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put ond resolved in the affima-
tive without division, and Mr, DEPUTY SPFAKER ad-
journed the House accordingly,

8.40 p.m.






