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SESSION 1962 

HOUSE OF .ASSEMBLY 
Tuesday, 28th May, 1968. 

Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of A s m b l )  
met a t  12 noon today. 

PRESENT 

His Honour E. L. CARMICHAEL, J.P., (Deputy 

Spsoker); Mr. L. E. SMITH, J.P.; Mr. F. E. MILLER; 
Hon. J. C. TUDOR, M.A., (Minister of Education); 

Mr. J. W. CORBIN; Mr. S. E. SEALEY; Hon. G. G. 
FERCUSSON, (Minister of Communications, Works and 
Housing); Mr. W. R. COWARD; Mr. R %C. WEEKES, J.P.; 
Mr. W. R. LOWE; Mr. L, A. LYNCH, J.P.; Mr. G, V. 
BATSON, (Choinan of Committees); and Hon. A. DaC 
EDWARDS, (Minister of Social Setvices). 

Prayers were read. 

Hon. W. A. C R A  W F O R D  and Mr. E. D.  MOTTL EY 
entered the House and took their seats.'' 

Mr. DEPLTY SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform 
hon. members of this House that the Minutes of the last 
meeting a re  not yet ready for confirmation. 

Hon. W. A. CRAW FORD: Sir, can you tell me how many 
Minutes of meetings a r e  not yet ready? (A Pause) l should 
like you to investigate thematterandlet us  have the report 
for a s  many meetingsasare not yet ready for confirmation. 
We should confirm the Minutes of the previous meedng at 
'every meeting of the House. If my memory serves me 
correctly, Your Honour made the same report a t  last Tues- 
day's meeting. 

Mr. DEPmY SPEAKER: 1 will do that. 

PAPERS LAlD 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: On behalf of theHon. Premier, 
1 am commanded to lay the following- 

The Uvil  Establishment (General) (Amendment) (NOS) 
Order, 1963; 

The Pendons (Pensionable Offices) (Amendment) 
Order, 1963. 

GOVERNMENT NmICES 

Covemment Noticer were given as fo1lowa:- 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Onbehlf  ofthetion. Premier, 
Remlutton to approve the Order entltlcd "The Uvil ER.- 
bUrhment (General) (Amendment) (Nos) Order, 1963". 

Resolution to approve the Order entitled "The Pensions 
(Pensionable Office S) (Amendment) Order, 1963". 

Hon. J. C TUDOR: Resolution to place the sum of 
$81,600 a t  the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee for the purpose of advancing funds to the 
University of the West lndies to meet the cost of modifica- 
tion of buildings and other capital costs of establishing a 
College of Arts  and Sciences in Barbados. 

Sir, it  i s  my intention to ask leave of the House to 
proceed with this Resolution a t  today's Sitting in all i t s  
stages. Copies of the Resolution will be available to hon. 
members shortly. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWF0RD.on behalf of theHon. Premier, 
A Bill to provide for the construction of references to 
the Provost Marshal in the Acts and subsidiary legislation 
of the Island and in certain legal documents consequent 
upon the abolition of that office andto the ProvostMar- 
shal's Act, 1904. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD. On my own behalf, a Bill to 
make provision for the grant of concessions in relation to 
income tax, trade tax, the fees chargeable under the pro- 
vidon of the Interim Traders Act, 1909 for an interim 
traders licence, customs duties and package tax in aid of 
industries producing exclusively for  export and for other 
matters incidental thereto and connected therewith. 

A Bill to amend the Pioneer lndustries Act, 1958. 

A Bill to provide incentives for the establishment and 
development of industries in this lsland by the grant of 
rellef from income tax, trade tax, interim traders' licence 
fees, and customs duties and for other matters incidental 
thereto o r  connected therewith. 

PRlVATE MEMBERS NOTICE 

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 beg to give notice 
of the following Resolutiorx- 

WHEREAS much dissatisfaction exists wherever field 
workers are  concerned a s  regards the system of laying off 
without proper notice given; 

AND WHEREAS the said workers have f a d l i e s  to 
support; 

BE IT RESOLVED that Government notify al l  super- 
visors not to lay off any worker without giving him proper 
nodce in order that the said worker be allowed dmeto  
r d j u r  himself. 
12.20 pm.  

QUESMONS 

Mr. YEARWOOD: To enqtdre of the Appropriate 
M M 6 t e ~ -  



I s  the Minister aware that residents in the Cliff 
f'ottage a r e a  in  the parish of St. John, although provided 
with a domesdc water service, a r e  often without a con- 
stant supply of water? 

2. Will the Minister remedy this state of affairs  a s  soon 
a s  possible? 

Mr. SMITH: T o  enquire of the Appropriate hiinisme- 

I s  Government aware that Government pensioners have 
to wait f o r  long hours to receive theirpension on pay deys 
and sometimes return home without receiving such pension 
due to the expiry of time? 

2. I s  the Government aware that because of the long 
period of waiting several of these pensioners hecome ill? 

3. Will Government devise some means whereby pay- 
ments  to  these pensioners can be made more quickly and 
more  easily? 

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME 

On motions of Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD, seconded by 

Hon. G. G. FERCUSSON i n  each case, :h e following 
Ri l ls  were read a f irst  time: 

A Bill to provide for  the construction of references to  
the Provost Marshal in the Acts and subsidiary legislation 
of the 1 sland and in certain legal docurnentsconsequent upon 
the abolition of that office and to the Provost ~ a r s h a l ' s  Act, 
1904. 

A Hill to  make provision for the grant of concessions 
in relation to income tax, trade tax, the fees  chargeable 
under the provision of the Inter imTradersAct ,  1909 for an 
interim t raders  licence, customs duties and package tax in 
aid of industries producing exclusively for export and for 
other mat te r s  incidental thereto and connected therewith. 

A Rill to amend the Pioneer Industries Act, 1958. 

A Rill to provide incentives for  the establishment and 
development of industries in  this Island by the grant of 
relief from income tax, t rade tax, interim traders'  licence 
fees, and customs duties and for  other matters  incidental 
thereto o r  connected therewith. 

Mr. W A L  COTT entered the House and took his seat, 

COMMITTEE O F  SUPPLY 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first o r d e r  of the Day 
stands in the name of the Hon. Leader of the House:- To  
move the House into Committee of Supply to consider the 
grant of sums  of money for the service of the colony. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker.1 beg to 
move that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the 
House go into Committee of Supply, and that it  be an in- 
struction to the House when in Committeeof Supply to deal 
with the money Resolution of which notice was given 
ear l i e r  today and for which leave wasaskedto proceed with 
i n  a l l  of i t s  stages - that is, the Resolution for  the sum of 
$81.600. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in  the affirmative 
without division. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair and the House 
went into Committee of Supply, Mr. BATSON i n  the Chair. 

WPPLEMENTARY BgllMATES 1963-64 No. 3 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: The f i r s  Resolution, Mr. 
Chairman, is a Resolution to place the sum of $14483 

the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to 
supplement the Est imates  1963-64, P a r t  l - Current, a s  
shown in the Supplementary Estimate 1963-64, No. 3, which 
forms  the Schedule to the Resolution. This  is a Resolution 
under four Heads of the Estimates, and a s  is customary, 
these Heads will be taken separately. 

HEAD 9 - MINISTRY O F  FJNANCE 

Head 9 - Ministry of Finance - was called, 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, under t h ~ s  
Head there is Item 16 (New) United Nations Technical 
Assistance Local Costs. In explanation of the Item it  is 
disclosed that under the Expanded Technical Assistance 
Programme, the Governments assume responsibility fo r  
that part of the cost o r  a s s s t a n c e  which can be paid in 
their  own currency. They a h o  require that some contri- 
bution in a lumpsum be made in their own currency towards 
the local Iiving costs  of the experts, the contribution being 
payable in advance a t  the beginning of each calendar year. 
Each Government is assessed the equivalent of 12.5% of 
the total cost of expert services  to  be provided to that 
Government under the expanded programme. In addition 
to that, we a r e  a l so  supplying the travelling allowance and 
local costs  of United Nations experts on assignment here, 
and supplementary provision of the sum of $4,815 is 
required. The breakdown is a s  follows:- 

(a) $2,880 - Local cos t s  fo r  1963. 
(b) $ 675 - Transportation of Industrial Development 

Adviser . 
(c) $1,260 - Travelling Allowance to the Economic 

Adviser fo r  the period ~ u g u s t  1961 to 
May, 1963, 

when h i s  term in Barbados will expire. I beg to move that 
Head 9 stand part of the Schedule. 

Hon. G. . FERGUSSoN: I beg to second that. + 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, before the question is 
put, I would like to  get a little information relative to  the 
local costs  for 1963. 
12.30 p.m. 

We pretty well appreciate the transportarion and 
travelling allowance of these officers, but should like you 
to give u s  a little c loser  detail and breakdown of the 
$2,880 f o r  local costs  fo r  1963. 

Mr. WALCO'IT: Mr. Chairman, beforethatisanswer- 
ed, I think the Hon. Minister should take this  opportunity 
now to let the House and the public know something about 
some of these Expanded Programmes f o r  which we a r e  
receiving this assistance. For  example,I regardthe trans- 
portation of the Industrial Development Adviser and the 
Economic Adviser important enough for  the House and the 
public to know what these people a r e  doing and on what 
aspects  they a r e  advising the Government. We should know 
something about this rather  than just be told that this is 
part of the United NationsTechnical Assistance programme 
and these people a r e  here and we a r e  paying their  expenses. 
I t  is true that t h i s i s a  new item, but you should tell  us  what 
they a r e  doing. Some of us  may know, but I do not think 
the House a s  a whole o r  the public generally knows. What 
is the Industrial Development Adviser here to do? Whom 
is he advising and with what in  view? The economic 
Adviser has  been here f o r  some time, and you should let 
us  know to what extent he is advising i n  h i s  office. 

Whilst 1 am on my feet, 1 should like to make this 
general criticism. These a d v i s r s  stem from the United 
Nations and some from I.L.O., and i t  is a t  these overall 
conferences - just like a t  the UNESCO where they decide 
what they a r e  golng to do f o r  education, a t  EOOSOC where 
they decide what they a r e  going to  do in expending the 
economic programme, and a t  I.L.0. where they decidewhat 



they: a r e  gahg to do Ln the labour progmmme in them 
various territorfeh when we have problems to deal with. 
What is extremely remarkable about the BarbadosGovtrn- 
ment, both past and present, is that i t  finds that the 
expenses a r e  too great for  i t  to be a participant at the 
conferences of these big organisations. For example, the. 
present Government says that $10,000 are  too much to 
send a delegation to the I.L.O. Conference, but you find 
other territories like Jamaica and Trinidad participating 
in these things, because they a re  getting into the swing of 
world organisation, and being exposed to what is =king 
place in the world onthese vast problems. Yet you find that 
Barbados remains in the backwash of this atmosphere 
where they a re  not exposed to these things, and only 
Ministers or those who become membersof the Government 
of the day regard themselves a s  the ones knowledgeable on 
these things. You are  getting assistance from the United 
Nations Technical Assistance Programme, but you will 
only get that because conferences have been held, and when 
people meet at conferences, they express their views, and 
then theGovernment bodies or smaller committees begin to 
work these things out. It is a strange thing to find that 
prior to this talk of independence, the Governments of 
Barbados, Jamaica and Trinidad sent delegations to the 
I.L.O.. It looks to me very strange indeed that the im- 
pecunious circumstances of the Government of Barbados, 
both past and present, have made i t  very convenient to have 
their delegations exposed to these things. I have attended 
these meetings, and 1 can say that the country benefits when 
you have people attending these meetings, because they are 
exposed to world issues andnot parish pumpissues dealing 
with pipes, a post box o r  somethingin the parish; they a re  
exposed to big problems of the day which you have to deal 
with eventually. If we are  catching up with automation, and 
new techniques must take place in the world, many of these 
things are  going to affect us. 

Mr. Chairman, there is no point in the Government of 
Barbados having an Economic Adviser, and then the nation 
with which he has a right todeal does not get the benefit of 
exposure which is very vital. I do hope they will begin to 
fall in line with more progressive countries so that what 
happens here today does not p a s s  andnobody seeks to know 
what the Economic Adviser and thelndustrial Development 
Adviser a re  doing. I s  he advising on development techniques 
in business? I s  he asking people to be more knowledgeable 
of the labour business? You a re  spending money on these 
experts though they are  paid for by these organisations, 
and we are  entitled to have more knowledge about them. 
1 think it is fairwhenwe haveResolutions of this character 
for the Minister toinform theHousewhat they a re  all about. 

Hon. W. A. CRAW FORD: Before you put the question, 
Sir, while it i s  true that this is a new item, the matters to 
which i t  specifically refers are  not entirely new. The 
experts whose expenses are  covered by the proposalsin the 
Resolution have been with us for some time, and therefore 
1 assumed that what they a re  doing is, generally speaking, 
very well known to members of the House. There is only 
one expert of recent arrival in the Island, Mr. Abrahams, 
but the others to whom this Resolution refer include Dr. 
Tulstrom, the Water Resources Expert who has been here 
for some time; then we had Mr. Stockman, the Social 
Security Expert who finished his stay here early last week; 
and we had the World Health Organisation expertsworking 
on the Environmental Sanitation programme and the Aedes 
Egypti campaign over a period of years, of whom at preeent 
there are  three. Of all  these experts, the most recent, a s  I 
said, is Mr. Charles Abrahams, and he i s  here a s  Induurial 
Development Adviser to carry out feasibility studies on 
various industries, and in consequence he has to pay visits 
to various sites,, agricultural establishments and other 
areas  of economic potential throughout the Island. I think 
he will be here for about three months, and i t  was condder- 
ed that i t  would be cheaper to place a self-driven car  a t  his 
disposal since we have got to provide his transport anyway. 
We think i t  more economical to give hima self-driven ca r  
than to provide a chauffeur-driven car  which would cost 
considerably more. 

F 
In addition, Sir, we have had Dr. Von GersQrff, the 

Government Economic Advieer, with us for some time; hi8 

tenure of office expires a t  the end of this month, 1 think. 
Now the quemion of providing transport .for Dr. Von 
CerrQrff haralro been r a i d .  He brought in his own ca r  on 
which he paid freight and port charges amounting to $650, 
and he has requested that he be paid $60 a month for his 
entire aadgnrnent in lieu of the provision of transportation. 
Since in principle the transportation of these officersfalls 
on the Government, Sir, i t  was felt that you would include 
all the transportation expenses of these UnitedNations ex- 
pen8 in one omnibus Resolution for preentation to the 
Legislature. 

With regard to the question of representation at the 
1.L.o. raiaed by the hon. senior member for St. Peter, the 
decisions by the Government in this respect were arrived 
at purely on the grounds of economy. 
12.40 p m .  

We did not feel that we could afford to spend $10,000 
on technical assistance this year for participation in the 
parleys of the I.L.O. a t  Geneva. The hon. member would 
recall that during the existence of the old Federation the 
interests in this re8pect of the units of the Federation were 
handled by the Federal Government,andit seemslikely that 
within a very short time we will have another Federation, 
and therefore i t  is to be hoped that by next year a new 
Federal Government would be able to take up from where 
the old one left off. 

Failure of the Governrnent to participate in any of the 
exercises of this organization does not meanfailure of the 
Government to recognize the importance of the decisions 
of this organization to this country, and of a country on the 
verge of independence obtaining the maximum advantages 
out of the very participation into these international dis- 
cussions in which the solutions arrived at are  aimed at 
solving many of our problems and at which many of our 
problems are  ironed out. However, Sir, we had to consider 
carefully many of our ltems of Expenditure, and facing a 
deficit a s  we are, we felt in order of our priorities that we 
Could exclude participationin thisexercise on this occasion. 

1 do not want the hon. member or other hon. members 
to think that the Government is indifferent o r  fails to 
appreciate the important solutions arrived at after a pro- 
cess  of discussions and what not in problems of this sort. 

The question that Head 9 atand part was put and 
resolved in the affimatiue without diuision. 

HEAD 20 - LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Head 20 - Local Government - was called. 

Hon. W.  A. CRAWFORD: Head 20 deals with Local 
Governrnent. This is a new item - Rent. The sum of 
$1,824 fs required to make the cost of rental of premises 
accommodating the offices of the Local Government Com- 
missioner. The rental i s for a period of ten months, June, 
1963 to March 1964 inclusive. 

1 beg to move that Head 20 stand part. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

Mr. WALWlT: Mr. Chairman, I wuuld like to know 
where are  these offices which the Government proposesto 
rent for the Local Government Commissioner. 1 have very 
strong views on Local Government a s a  whole, but I am not 
taking this opportunity to deal with LocalGovernment. The 
Hon. Leader of the House has just talked about, if 1 may 
term i t  Government being in impecunious circumstances 
for projecting other ltems of Expenditure.However,I am a 
bit constrained to willingly agree to a further expenditure 
on Local Government. The Local Government itself needs 
very extensive investigation in order to see whether we a re  
not spending too much money on something from which we 
are  not getting the maximum results. 

I would like to h o w  where t h e e  offlces for the Local 
Government Commissioner are  situatedot present. The of- 
fices for this Commissioner have beenmoving upand down 
for some time, and I have had great difficulty in finding the 
Local Government Commissioner. On one occaeion 1 went 



into the Publlc Buildings in search of him and then on an- 
other occasion 1 was told that his offices were a t  the New 
Hospital. l Q now know if they were d ted  there because 
a new internee began to take up the dudes of that office. 

However, Sir, Government has lots of bits of buildings 
all about, and Government lhould see to i t  that they bring 
them together a s  much as  possible. On the Wharf, you have 
that big building which houses the Parcel Post Department 
of your Post Office. This is a building which waq not de- 
signed for a Post Office and the areathere is not the best. 
I regret to say that it is time the Government should look 
into this matter of Government buildings and decide whether 
to bring them into line with modern trends. 

Another example of a building unsuited for its purpose 
is the place which they have just bought in Fontabelle for 
housing the Labour Department. While i t  may appear that 
they got it at a cheap price, in the first place, when 1 go in- 
to that building, I find that there a r e  a lot of little rooms 
and, may be, that building would cost theGovernment a lot 
of money to convert it  into proper offices. I think a little 
examination can be made of Government offices. 

I would like the Hon. Minister to tell me where a re  the 
offices which the Government proposes to rent for the Local 
Government Commissioner. 

Mr. MILLER Mr. Chairman, as1 see from the Note to 
this Item, thisamount of $1,300is required to meet the cost 
of rent of offices for the LocalGovernment Commissioner 
and this amount covers a period of ten months from June 
this year until March next year, which meansthat it would 
cover the balance of the financial year. 

1 would like to know what is operating in the Govern- 
ment's mind a s  to whether o r  not they a re  thinking of a 
permanent arrangement for rental of offices for the Local 
Government Commissioner o r  of the alternative of using 
some office in a Government building. In other words, a s  
you making any arrangements to see whether these offices 
can be housed in one of theGovenunentssbuilding? 1 would 
be glad i f  theMiniaeriswilling to say these things because 
it would give a different picture of what the position will be 
for the next financial year. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, 1 think 1 will 
agree with the hon. senior memberfor St. Peter a s  regards 
the unsuitability of the present buildinginwhich the Labour 
Department is housed. We of thisGovernment didnot buy it; 
we found it there, but it is a most unsuitable building for a 
department of that size. I have resisted a lot of demands 
!or piecemeal alterations to it mainly because1 cannot see, 
even with the enormousexpenditure onit for repairs, how it 
would be quite suitable for a department of that size. While 
the site there may be a grand one, 1 think the decision to 
house that Department there was a mistake. 

Now, Sir, a s  regards the premises being required for 
rental of offices for the Local Government Commissioner, 
the buildingir locatedin Fontabelle a t  a place called "Galba 
Lodge*'. 

There were other suggestlonsmade originally. Firstly, 
the Local Government Commissioner was housed in the 
Public Building8 and then there was some talk of moving 
him to the rdte originally occupied by the Belmont Police 
Post. That suggestion was decided against. 

I t  m u s  be borne in mind that even now when the general 
activities of Local Government might give rise to adverse 
comments from Lime to time, mme office outside of the 
Public Bulldngr would have to be foundforthe Local Gov- 
ernment Commirdoner; and it must also be bornein mind 
that a p n f r o m  that, the LoalGovernment Commisdoner is 
required by law to be responsible for the conduct of General 
Elections, Local Government Elections, Federal Elections, 
Bye-Elections and for the preparation and revision of the 
Register of Electors. We therefore had to provide adequate 
rrpce for  him to function, and, a t  the monent, this area of 
officer at  Fonuk l l e  which is around 800 square feet was 

regarded a s  more appropriate in view of the activities of the j 
Local Government Commissioner. 
12.50 pm.  

He does not rent the whole building. (Mr. WALaO'IT 1s  
it 800 square feet o r  8,000 quare feet?) I t  is 800 square 
feet because, a s  I say, he doesnot require the whole build- 
ing. The possibility of securing more permanent accomoda- 
tion is under investigation a t  the moment. That is all 1 can 
say with regard to the question posed by the hon. junior 
member for 3. George. Thereare severalcondderations 
in view, and it is likely that, by the time this period has 
expired. we may have something more permanent with 
which to come to the Legislature. 

Mr. W A R D :  Mr. Chairman, 1 would like to add my 
voice to the voices of hon. members who have spoken 
against this expenditure of $1,300.1 would suggest that some 
accommodation be found in some of theGovernment exist- e A. 

ing buildings for this Officer. We know that this officer 
mu% have some reasonable accomodation for himself and 
his staff, but certainly we have got to do everything poss- 
ible to keep down expenditure. Wherever one goes in this 
island he can hear about the high expenditure in this colony; 
with the establishment of the Government's new Head- 
quarters I feel that some suitable place could be found for 
this officer and his mff, so thatthisexpenditure of $1,300 
could be used in another direction. Someone may say that 
it is not a heavy expenditure, but l would say that small 
drops of water make a large ocean. 

Hon. W. A. CRAW FORD: Mr. Chairman, would the hon. 
member tell us specifically what Government buildings he 
is suggesting should be used? 

Mr. COWARD: Mr. Chairman, 1 am not pickingout the 
place because I am not the Government. I am saying, SLr, 
that in order to save this expenditure, there should be some 
suitable place found in the Public Buildings to house this 
officer and his staff. * 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, 1 feel that the 
mistake which some hon. membersmake about theGovern- 
ment i s  that we just pull something out of the a i r  and ask 
people to spend money out of the Treasury without proper 
consideration being given to effecting savingsinany direc- 
tion. 1 am often surprised at members of the Chamber of 
Commerce at their meetings and atwhatl chose to call the 
unitiated reporters of some of the Daily Newspapers, 
assuming that the Ministers of the Government and the 
members of the Civil Service who work with and under them 
have no intellectual discipline, and they approach the whole 
exercise of Government i n a  very haphazardandnonchalant 
manner. That may be perfectly trueof thelast Government 
but, a s  Minister of Finance, 1 can assure the hon. member 
and his colleague who is alwaysexercisinghimselfin mat- 
te rs  which a re  too high for him that this Government does 
not come to this House and ask for one single penny unless 
we have thoroughly investigated and canvassed all possi- 
bilities which would relieve the burden of the taxpayers of 

& 
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this island. I want to make that clear. 

1 went to the old Combermere School by way of the 
approach to the old Combermere School atweymouthfrom 
the eastern end. 1 wanted to transfertheMinistry of Social 
Services and perhaps the Local Government Officer to the 
old building a t  Combermere School. There is a wall which 
presents itself to you, and when 1 went inside the building 
I found that i t  was a whole shell. I t  was demolished after 
erection with the grant of the taxpayers' money and I dis- 
covered that al l  there was there wasa shed for motor cars. 
I want to say that our Ministers a r e  not satisfied with the 
replies and answers which a r e  given to them; i t  is not that 
we doubt anybody, but we like to be able to speak for our- 
selves. 

With regard to thisquestionnow before us. i t  is a mat- 
te r  of 800 square feet of space whichwe consider to be a&- 
quate for  the Local Government Office. In Montreal, the 
whole of the Trade Commissioner Service for the as tern  
Caribbean would be occupied on one thousand square feet 



.. 
of space a t  $3.60(Canadian) per square foot. I t  is not only a 
que8tion of the amount of money, but i t  is actuslly a quedon 
of the amount of physical space required for the proper 
carrying out of duties of this Officer. All of that has been 
investigated. l think that that is the reason why the Hon. 
Leader of the House asked the hon. memberwho made that 
suggestion about the use of some other building, wNch build- 
ing he wants us to occupy, W e  would be glad to know. I t  is 
true that sometimes we discover thattheGovernment owns 
a plece of property which you would never have dreamt be- 
longed to the public, and if there is any such building, we 
would withdraw this Resolution end use that building. How- 
ever, 1 do not want anybody to think that we have made a 
haphazard approach to this matter. No matter from which 
ade of the House an hon. member comes, I deplore hon. 
members making these trite remarks knowing the approach 
whlch it is clear, we have to the problems of this island. 

Mr. WALCOTI': Mr. Chairman, the remarksof the hon. 
member have caured me to rise to my feet again. I think 
that the hon. member would agree that a comparison with 
B a ~ Q s  and Canada would be erroneous. You cannot com- 
pare the floor space for human utllisadon in a tropical 
countxy a s  you would in another country. In one country you 
try to keep out the cold airwhilstin a tropical country you 
wanr to keep people far  apart so that friction would be kept 
away. For  example, the eeatsintheHouse of Commons a r e  
near per square foot and per cubic foot and they a r e  occu- 
pied on a closer basis than we could accommodate mem- 
bers  of the Houre with temperaments such a s  ours. If you 
were to place us in the same way a s  in the House of Com- 
mons, you would have a glorifiedwrestling match each day. 
With the offensive remarks which a r e  made in here, you 
would not have to be too far  away from arm's length for a 
decision to be made quite eaaily. 

1 think it must be quite clear that hon. members m u s  
not make personal references. 
1.00 pm.  

1 would say that it i s  a Barbadian cult, and the Hon. 
Premier i s  a Barbadian; but he cannot in one breath say 
that people do not give credit to theGovernment for under- 
taking these things and in the same breath tell the hon. Jun- 
ior  member for St. Joseph that he is dealing with matters 
that a r e  above him. I personally do not feel that those un- 
necessary, vulgar and personal remarksare worthy of peo- 
ple to make, because it i s  a typical Barbadian trait to say 
that people do not know about something when they do not 
know what the person really know ss because they have never 
really made an examination of the person to know if he 
knows what he i s  talking about. The hon. member said that 

i f  someone can tell him where they can get an office, he 
would withdraw this Resolution. 1 do not think he really 
means that.] thinkthe hon. member should try to appreciate 
the fact that we are  not inGovernment to make t h e e  deci- 
dons, but he cannot assume when these things come down 
that we have not given them study. l would say that even with 
the note written on this, if someone other than the Premier 
was reading it. he could not come to the same conclusion he 
came to because it says "an amount of $1,300 is required 
to meet the cost of rental of premises accommodating the 
offices of the Local Government ~ommissioner." When you 
read this, a t  first blush one would think you a re  renting 
premises and not office s p c e ,  but a lawyer may say $hat of- 
fice space is premises. 

Mr. Chairman, the hon. member saidthisis  some place 
called "Galba Lodge", and that is why l asked about ghis 
840 square feet which you a r e  going to rent at some place 
called "Galba Lodge"; but i t  turns out that you a r e  not rent- 
ing "Galba Lodge", you a re  renting office space in "Galba 
Lodge", which is a different thing. 1 intend to speak on 
another aspect in this Resolution on the POW office to 
justlfy what1 have said, but1 donot consider that you should 
compare the cost of 800 square feet in Barbados with the 
rental in Canada. I t  would be madness and fanteatic to make 
any comparison between the value of land in these two 

C-L. 
places. What 1 do not like about these things is that the 

,.. Hon. Premier was in this Houea for longer periods an an 
ordinary member than a s  a member of the Government, 
and if any member exercises the same freedom thot he 

exercieed before he became a member of theGovernment, 
he m u s  not tell the member that he is talking about mat- 
t e r s  that a r e  too Ngh for him, because that has a very pe- 
culiarway of rebounding like a boomerang. If the Hon. Pre- 
mier tells the hon. junior member for St. Joseph that, there 
a r e  members in his Party towhom thatwould apply, and he 
can look around and see. Maybe that is one of the reasons 
why you cannot utilise them, because you considerpolltics 
too high for them and they cannot be brought into the whole 
swim of things. 

I feel, Str, that in the House no member has the right 
to make them unnecessary remarks, more so if you pro- 
fess  Socialist philosophies, because the gap between the 
hon. junior member for St. Joseph andthe Premier is only 
a matter of accident and not a matter of design, because 
their great-grandfathers did not have anything. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a point of order, the hon. 
member spends most of his time telling the Government 
what to do, how to behave and what to my, and he is always 
saying that he is not working foranybody. When he is talk- 
ing about vulgarity, 1 conrider that the essence of it, but I 
want to maks this straight. 1 understand he made some re- 
marks about me being impertinent to go off on the people's 
budness. 

Mr. WALCOTR That is not a point of order, if you 
know what 'you a r e  talkfng. A point of order relates to a 
remark. If the hon. member wants to hear what I said, 1 
&aid that he went off, and 1 can repeat it. 

Mr. aAIRMAN: 1 am listening to the point of order. 

Mr. WALCOTT: What was mid on the previous occa- 
sion is nor a point of order. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. senior member for St. 
Peter take his seat? 

Mr. WALCOTT: What I said on a previous occasion is 
not a point of order. If you do not know the r u l e q l  will tell 
you that. Let me make i t  quite clearto you, Mr. Chairman, 
that he is Premier of the Government but not of the House. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, youaskedthe hon. 
member to sit down. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Let him ask the Marshal o r a  Police- 
man to come and take me out. You will soon want to pass 
laws that we can't get up in hereand speak, but you will do 
that over my dying body and not while I am alive. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: The Rules of theHouse a re  ...... 
Mr. WALCOTT: The Rules of theHouaeare that if you 

rise on a point of order, you should make i t  and not make 
a speech. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: If the hon. member is going to 
stand up, I will stand up too. I am observing the Rules of 
the House, and when you rose, 1 sat down, but1 will deal 
with him afterwards. 1 just want to make i t  clear on this 
point of order that 1 canmakeany statement 1 like. 1 do not 
have to say 1 do not work for arlybody, because 1 never 
worked for anybody. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, that is not a point of 
order. Do you want u s  to go on like this the whole day? 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I am going to stand up; I am not 
going to sit down this time. 

Mr. WALCO'IT: 1 am not going to sit down either. 

Mr. UiAIRMAN: The Hon. Premier is making a point 
of orderr 

Mr. WALCOTT: He cannot make a point of order by 
saying what he is saying. He cannot refer  to what I said 
last week In maklng a point of order, and he has to under- 
stand that we have Rules heFe. 





back? l want to get it clear.1 want the hon. member to my 
lf he i r  making such a statement. One of the unfortunate 
things emerglng from colonialism is that unfortunately we 
do not have people of the right calibre to come into these 
institutions to represent people. We still have people of very 
low intelligence standard. That is unfortunate. If you look a t  
the benches of the Labour Party, you will see exactly 
what 1 mean. The hon. junior member for St. Joseph is 
a responsible member and he makes these unfortunate 
statements. He is casting some kind of aspersions on my 
character on a matter which I s  my personal business. 1 
am asking him to make a positive statement. He can ask 
the same source from which he gotitand perhaps they can 
corroborate him when he gets in a court of law. 1 would 
like the hon. member to get up and repeat it. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, 1 do not think it is nec- 
essary for the Hon. Premier to involve me. I hope he is 
not thinking of involving me because I know nothing of the 
diecusdon going on in this House a t  all. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman, I haveasked the 
hon. junior member for St. Joseph a question, and1 am 
waiting for an answer. If you cannot manage to get an an- 
swer from the hon. member, then I would have to ask that 
the hon. member be named for disreputable conduct. 

Mr. a-lAIRMAN: I s  the hon. junior member for St. 
J o e p h  willlng to accede to the Hon. Premier's request? 

Hon. W. A. CRAW FORD: Sr, 1 do not want to reduce 
the level of the House to the point to which i t  seems pre- 
cipltously near. The hon. junior member for St. Joseph 
comes here, and, in reply to remarks made by the Hon. 
Premier, makes allegations which can be termed a s  per- 
sonal allegations; so 1 think in fairness to himself and his 
own reputation, the hon. member should speak what he 
knows and not what he thinks; therefore, he should make it 
clear whether the remarkswere generally made orwhether 
the intention of his making them was that they should have 
some personal reference. 
1.20 p.m. 

After all, this is Parliament; it  is not a rum shop; 
and the kind of behaviour, aspersionsandallegationswhich 
you can make in a rum shop corner o r  on the soap box 
should not be pan and parcel of the behaviour of this House. 
The hon. junior member for S. Joseph is merely generalis- 
ing and he should be man enough a s  to say so. We should 
not have any provocations which would lead to retaliation 
like that used in Parliament for malicious interventions 
against hon. members of the House. 

Mr. WALCOTT: l would like to agree with the Hon. 
Leader of the House. As 1 said at the beginning, I think that 
we should be able to control ourselveswith these personal 
references; you begin something in one way and i t  ends up 
in another way. l say that it is uncharitable and unwarranta- 
ble to make any remarksto any hon. member. 1 do 
not agree with the hon. junior member for St. Joseph in any 
way, whether it i s  a general remark or whether it is a 
personal remark, because I regard making personal and 
extremely personal and delicate remarks to people where 
any relative of theirs isinvolved, is uncalled for, ungentle- 
manly and has no bearing, whether it is on a political plat- 
form o r  in a rum shop unless the remark is made to you in 
the way in which you would have to repudiate it in the same 
way. 1 am not condoning the hon. junior member for St. 
Joseph in his remark; 1 feel that he should withdraw those 
remarks which he made so that they will have no reference 
to anyone, whether it be directly o r  generally. But 1 want 
to say that some people a r e  aided and abetted by listeners 
in making personal remarks, and if the Hon. Premier 
would only avoid being the first person to make personal 
reference of a derogatory nature to people, then these things 
would be completely avoided. As  I have already said, i t  
is a Barbadian cult. I remembera Premier before the pre- 
sent Premier looking at a member of the Lodge School 

r.r- 
Board when he became a member of the Board. and making 

W the remark that instead of that member beinga member of 
the Lodge School Board he rhould be in school. Both of 
thoae people a r e  out of the House today. 1 would say that 

if you have had the advantage of getting an education which 
another person did not have, you should see how fortunate 
you were. I t  ie a question of economics that one person did 
not have the advantage which another person had. Socialists 
do not begin to decry those who dldnot have opportunities; 
they do not make any reference to the lack of education of 
anyone. If everybody had the means of gettingeducation o r  
educational advantages, he would be worthless if he did not 
get it. 

Mr. Chairman, i f  1 may, I will submit to you that i f  a 
member makes a remark like that which has been made 
today, the Chair should promptly ask that member o r  any 
member to withdraw a t  any time any remarks which he 
made in a debate, and you should not allow any other hon. 
member to continue in that way. I t  is the prerogative of 
the Chair to call upon a member to withdraw a remark. 
But the position is that the Chair looks to see whether he 
is going to be supported in asking that a member withdraw 
something o r  not. I t  is your duty, Mr. Chairman, to call 
upon a member to withdraw certain remarks immediately 
that they are  made. We lose ourtemper. and if we find that 
we have made an error,  we have to be big enough on sober 
reflection to say: "I am willing to apologise". I think that 
the hon. member should withdraw those reinarks and apolo- 
gise to the Chair for the referencewhichhe has made. Mr. 
Chairman, 1 want you and the Marshal to take a very good 
look a t  the gallery too and let me make i t  clear once and 
for all that i t  i s  some of the attitudes in the gallery which 
make new members do certain things. People come into 
this Chamber and feel that they can challenge the position 
of hon. members in here. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a point of order. Whatever 
the hon. member may feel, he cannot draw attention to 
strangers in this Chamber unless he is asking the Chair 
to take notice of the fact that they a re  in the House. 

Mr. WALCOTT: That is what I am doing. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Then you want the gallery 
c leared? 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. a a i r m a n ,  the day 1 want the 
gallery cleared, 1 will say so. 

Hon. E, W. BARROW: On a point of order. 1 am not 
objecting to what the hon. member is saying; 1 am aimply 
saying that i f  you draw to the attention of the Chair the 
presence of strangers in the gallery, then theHouse has to 
be cleared. Therefore, he does not need to make any gen- 
eral  remarks. I cannot hear the hon. member draw the at- 
tention of strangers in the gallery to the Chair because the 
Marshal would be in duty bound to clear the House then. 

Mr. WALCOTT: The hon. Junior member for St. 
Thomas had to draw that to the hon. member's attention 
in order to let the hon. member be aware that this is Par- 
liament. Some people come into this gallery and they feel 
that they have more right to beinthe gallery than we have 
a right to be in here. That does not affect me, however, 
but 1 know that i t  has affected aome hon. members when 
they a r e  speaking. 1 my that i t  is very discourteous for 
people in the gallery to act ina way a s  if they a r e  partici- 
pating in the debate. 1 do not want to go over the unpleasant 
situation which occured here during the year, and therefore 
I am just mentioning that en passant and 1 am letting you 
know what is taking place. 1 say to the hon. junior member 
for St. Joseph that the reference which he made was an 
unfortunate one, and therefore he should withdraw i t  be- 
cause it was not a reference which was necessary to be 
made. 

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Chairman. since 1 havebeenin this 
House for  five years1 have never seen such conduct in here. 
1 rememberthatwhenl came tothisHouse 1 told the Speak- 
e r  that I was counting myself to be one of the least in here 
and 1 would try to helphim to maintain decorum and dignity 
in this House. I t  shocks my modesty when I see that you, 
Mr. Chairman, a r e  dtting down there and do not rule a s  
you should; I aee for myaelf that youhave not acted a s  you 
should have acted, being the m i r m a n .  You should exer- 



cise your power and you must exercise  i t  when the time 
comes for  doing that againstthe Premier, against the Lead- 
e r  of the House, against myself o r  against anyone else. 
You will then have honour and dignity maintained a s  you 
should. 
1 .SO p m .  

You give some of the members  too much latitude, and 
then you cannot check them and thatiswhat is causing this 
worry today. A s  soon a s  you s i t  in  that Chair. everyone in 
here has  to respect you. If you do not lead hon. members, 
i t  is a matter  for  you.1 am sor ry  that hon. members' tem- 
p e r s  became so frayed, but 1 hope they will cool down so 
that honour and dignity can be maintainedinthisC3lamber. 
I hope, Sir, that youwill do your duty and in turn we will do 
ours  so that the dignity of thisHouse is maintained a s  long 
a s  we sit  here. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I s  the hon. junior member fo r  St. Jo- 
seph willing to withdraw the sarcastic remarks  and infer- 
ence made to the Hon. Premier?  

Mr. MTH: Mr. Chairman.1 should like toask what a n  
the sarcastic remarks  1 used to the Premier .  Before we go 
further, 1 should like to say that there was  a Rule - I do 
ndt know if i t  is in thenew Rules - that if a member made 
any remark  about another member which was  unparlia- 
mentary and objection was made, i t  should be made the 
same time and no speechesallowed. 1 did not hear  any per- 
son make any objection to my remarks in the  way i t  should 
have been done, but if objection is made because you a r e  
asking me now to withdraw, 1 will draw your attention that 
you have allowed about two o r  three speeches since, which 
is wrong. You can check with the Clerks on this. If 1 used 
remarks  that a r e  unprliamentary, objection must be made 
the same time and no debate allowed onit, but you have al- 
lowed three speeches since. 

Mr. (;HAIRMAN: The hon. member will real ise  that 
those two speeches purporod to the same remarks,  

Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD: I think the hon. junior mem- 
b e r  f o r  St. Joseph knows quite well what he said, and is f ul- 
ly aware of the precise objection to his  remarks. If he is 
not prepared to do the correct  thing and withdraw the re- 
m a r k s  o r  apologise f o r  any seeming personal reference he 
made, 1 will have to  move that he is completely irrespon- 
sible and that the most maliciousandwicked remarks  which 
he has  no grounds for  making be expunged entirely. 

Mr. On a point of order, is the hon. member 
accusing me of being malicious o r  wicked? 

Hon. W. A. CRAW FORD: 1 will repeat, Sr, that if he is 
going to come here and make a general statement like that 
and then he cannot justify the statement, what e l se  can you 
accuse him of than being mallciouq wicked and irrespon- 
sible? 

Mr. SMlTH: On a point of order, what statement have 
1 made that 1 cannot justify? 1 can remember referring to 
myself and my wife. If that is what he means, 1 will with- 
draw the remarks  which I made about myself and my wife. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I begto move 
that the entire speech of the hon. member be expunged from 
the records of the Houee. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW:   ay 1 rise on a point of order? 
The hon. member is Leader  of the House, but I a m  afraid 
if he does that, he may be depriving me of my right to  take 
civil remedies against the hon. member. 1 reaIlywould not 
ask for  i t  to be struck from the record, because 1 will want 
it on the record. The  hon. member is recalcitrant and has  
treated not only the Leader of theHouse and myself, but a l l  
the members  with contempt and disdain, and1  would not 
want these words to  be struck f rom the records. 1 would 
want them to remain because not only people i n  the outside 
world can see the calibre of members  the Barbados Labour 
Party sent here, but the Courts will have an accurate re- 
cord of what the hon. member said, and then he can say 
he was  referring to himself and his wife. With a l l  due 

deference to the hon. member, I regard h i s  motion a s  
strictly personal, and though this  is not any derogation on 
anything the hon. member may-tutionally have ad- 
vanced here - he diditwith the greatest of sincerity - yet 

. . 

1 personally will not be supporting that motion and will 
vote against it. 

Mr. WALCOTT: 1 think this would go like a real  burl- 
esque. 1 think the Hon. P r e m i e r  would have to admit if he 
intends to seek h i s  civil rights, he is a t  liberty to  do so, 
but i n  a debate he cannotforewarn usof what he wants to do 
on matters  arising i n  the Chamber. His  taking civil action 
is a matter  for  him and the Courts to decide, but 1 would 
not like the hon. member to have the whole speech expunged, 
because I do not think the member's whole speech can be ex- 
punged. W hat 1 think should be done is that the hon. member 
should be big enough to say, if these references were person- 
a l  references to  anybody, that he did not mean them. I can get 
a s  hot a s  anybody in here, multiplied ten times. The ones 
who think they get hot, shout loudly; but they really do not 
get hot. 1 get hot and say what1 mean, and 1 do not say what 
1 do not mean. What thehon. memberhas  said, however, is 
a reflection on the whole House; i t  is not a reflection on any 
one member, and therefore he should be willing to  have 
these words withdrawn. Words that make reference to  your 
wife should be left out, because while the hon. member said 
he was  speaking about h i s  wife, 1 regard speaking about 
one's wife a s  personal business and should not be brought 
here, because 1 would not want tocome here and talk about 
my wife and myself. Sometimes you have to leave your wife. 
1 left my wife today, because 1 left h e r  home when I w a s  
coming here, and sometimes she leaves me.1 do not think, 
therefore, that the hon. member should have usedthose re- 
marks. When the hon. memberwent on to say he did not use 
Government money to bring her  back, itwouldhave the in- 
ference that when you were makingthat remarkyou did not 
do i t  because you did not have Government money to use, 
and that i swhere l  s a y i t i s a n  uncharitable remark to make 
and he should be big enough towithdraw it. Do not mind any 
advice. 1 find people a r e  always willing to  give you advice 
until you get in  trouble, and a s  soon a s  you get in trouble 
they say they did not really mean it  that way. That is why 1 
like to be my own counsellor. If 1 say something about 
somebody that is probably too hot,l am willing to withdraw. 
1.40 p.m. 

1 say the unfortunate remarks  ought not to have been 
made. I want to  say quite bluntly and frankly that the only 
person whom the hon. member could have meant was the 
Hon. Premier .  Do not make those remarks.  If people in  
politics would only play the game in the ring and would not 
get outside of the ring and say those things! 1 a m  not a 
member of any political party; therefore 1 do not have to 
look to any political boss to see i f  the boss  is vexed. You 
get these gentlemen looking to see how the face of the Hon. 
Premier  looks. You also get the people over here who be- 
long to the party which the Hon. Leader  of the Opposition 
belongs looking to see how the Leader of the Opposition is 
looking at  them. The hon. senior member for  St. Joseph 
the hon. junior member for  S. P e t e r  and myself can look 
into each other's face. The Hon. Leader  of the House said 
something about malice. 1 do not think malice was the 
motivating factor. 1 think some personelse was talking, and 
the hon. junior member for  St. Joseph shouldbe big enough 
to withdraw those remarks  because from what you have 
said, you could not want those r e m a r k s  to be recorded 
because i n  some instances they were  unprovoked. Youwere 
not under provocation to make those statements, and for  
that reason, 1 think the hon. junior member fo r  St. Joseph 
should withdraw those remarks. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, you have hon. members  
on the opposite side who would sit in the i r  sea t s  and would 
listen to  the Hon. Premier  calling jm other members  
whatever he likes andwill not say anything to him. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, you very well see that the Hon. Leader is quite 
willing to chop off my head. T o  prevent him thinking of 
chopping off my head, I withdraw those remarks.l  hope he 
will chop off their heads soon. 

The question that Head 20 stand part was put 
and resolved in the affirmative without division. 



HEAD 47 - SUBgDlES AND GRANTS 

Head 47 - Subsidies and Grants - was called, 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, this is a new 
Item for Commonwealth Economic Committee. The sum of 
$1,824 is required to meet the Government's contribution 
to the Commonwealth Economic Committee for the financial 
year 1963-64. The functions of the Committee a re  to provide 
economic and statistical services on subjects affecting 
Commonwealth production and trade, a s  wellas to examine 
and report on any economic questions which member 
Governments refer  to it. 

The Committee runs a large r e  search and intelligence 
section whlch is responsible for the collection and dtssem- 
ination of information of the subjects mentioned above. In 
addition, it publishes several monthly bulletins suchas the 
Grain Bulletin (with Rice Supplement) Fruit Intelligence, 
Wool Intelligence, a s  well a s  meat, dairy and many other 
products. I t  also publishes annual Commodity Statistics ona 
number of subjects which summarise world trade, produc- 
tion and,consumption. The information is found to be of 
considerable use to this Government. 

The Barbados Government contributed to the Commit- 
tee for several years before the establishment of the former 
Federation, but during the life of the Federation the Federal 
Government assumed responsibility for payments on behalf 
of the territories comprising the Federation. 

I beg to move that Head 47 stand part of the Resolution. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that. 

The  question that Head 47 stand part was put and 
and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

l .  Annexed Estimates - Post Off ice - was called. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, under this 
Head, the sum of $2,544 is required to supplement the Item, 
Furniture and Equipment.(LOUD S S I D E S )  

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1 would like hon. members on that 
side to how that the Reporter is experiencing much 
difficulty in hearing the Minister. 

(A VOICE: He is a deaf man; he should be examined). 

Hon. W. A. CRAWF0RD:lntheEatimatesforlast year, 
we provided $3,555 for the replacement of scales a t  the 
Post Office which had become obsolete. A t  the end of the 
last financial year only five of the eleven scales to be 
replaced hadbeen received; therefore it becomes necessary 
to re-vote the sum of $2,544 to supplement the Estimates 
to cover the cost of the six scales which a re  expected to 
arrive this year. 

1 beg to move that l. Annexed Estimates, wand part. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that. 

Mr. WALCXXT: Sr, I do not know what is in the Five 
Year Plan of the Government. When 1 say "l do not know," 
1 mean to say that 1 do not have any recollection about what 
is in the Five Year Plan with reference to the Post Office, 
but 1 think the time has come when Barbados should aim at 
an integrated Postal Service. You have people getting 
stamps and posing lettersin the part of this buildlng under- 
neath this Chamber and then you have the Parcel Post 
Departmentonthe Wharf. Your Postal Department up here 
is a bit congested because the building is shared between 
the Poet Office and theGovernment Savings Bank. They a r e  
two income-bearing departments, and the general public 
l o u l d  have a better service thanwhat they a re  getting from 
our podal arrangements. 

P I think that your Post office is a Urn-class advedtie- 
ment of your country when you talk of developing a tourist 
trade. 1 Q believe that your Post Office is the first thing 
which rtrangers e8k for, and it can be8 reflection on your - 

whole Government and your Government Deprtments. l am 
satisfied in my mind that Barbadosdoesnot have an up-to- 
date modern Post Office with the necessary facilities, nice 
counters. courteous staff andall the phy &a1 arrangements 
which a re  necessary. 1 feel this matter hasbeen under the 
ground for many years, and that some attempt should be 
made in giving the public a better Post Office than we have. 
When we think in t e r n s  that thisisthe main Post Office of. 
Barbados, it is not a true reflection of the country. 
1.50 pm.  

l hope that the Minister concerned, the Minieter of 
Communications and Works, can shed some light on what 
1 would regard a s  one of the Cinderellas of the Govern- 
ment Deprtments and give usa  Post Office in keeping with 
modern trends. 

The question that Annexed Estimates - Post  Office - 
stand part was put and resolved in  the affirmative without 
division. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I beg to move 
that this Resolution for the sum of $10,083 do now pass. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass was 

put and resolved in  the offinnative without division. 

ADVANCE TO THE UMVERSTY OF THE 
WE= INDIES 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, the next Resolution 
i s  the one of which1 gave noticeearlier today, a Resolution 
for the sum of $81,600 to be advanced from the Public 
Treasury and placed a t  the disposal of the Governor-in- 
Executive Con~mittee for the purpose of advancing funds to 
the University of the West lndies and to meet the cost of 
modification of building and other capital costs of establish- 
ing a [bllege of Arts  and Science in Barbados. Irr moving 
the passing of this Resolution, l think it is appropriate to 
remind the House that in February this year the University 
Grants Committee gave its final approval to the establish- 
ment of a College of Ar ts  and Science in Barbadosasa part 
of the extension of the University of the West lndies. In 
consequence of that decision, the BarbadosGovement has 
made known i t s  desire that the College of Arts and Science 
should start in Barbados with the teaching of students from 
October this year. Everything has been done to this end in 
seeking to establish the College a s  a functioning body in 
October. The Advisory Committee has been selected, the 
Staff has been selected and the Government, in order to 
make good i t s  promise, has given over for the temporary 
use of the College, the Trade Fair  Slte which was occupied 
last year. I t  has also made available to the University its 
own bulldings there. In order that the final touch should be 
put on the preparations which the University has to make 
for  starting in October, it is necessary that the equipping 
and mocilfication of this aite should be set in hand. I t  is to 
this end that the approval of the House is being sought for 
the advance of this $81,600 to be placedat the deposal for 
this purpose. 

1 also wish to remind the House that the buildtng and 
equipping of the College of Artsandscience on a pennanent 
site will be met from a Colonial Development and Welfare 
grant, but this money is immediately required by the 
University of the West lndies for the immediate purpose of 
the temporary Headquarters. The breakdown of thlsResolu- 
tion is a s  follow a- 

(a) Modification of the buildings to be 
taken over for  administrative 
offices, laboratories and lecture 
rooms $%oW 

(b) Scientific and classroom 
equipment 

(C) Books 9,600 

(d) Additional Equipment 

Maldng a total of $81,600 



The University will reimburse the Government of 
Barbados the funds advanced. I have great  pleasure in 
moving that this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that. 

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, 1 want to agree with the 
Hon. Minister, and we a l l  appreciate his  anxiety in bringing 
this  matter  to fruition. 1 think that every breathing soul 
in this  island must be in  agreement with the idea of the 
extension of the University of the West Indies to the 
College of Ar t s  and Science in  Barbados. 1 have, however, 
a little twinge of conscience in  connectionwith this  matter.  
1 take i t  that the Minister of Education is thinking of some 
permanence of this organization. We need have no fear  
in fact we know that we will run that a r e a  a s  an industrial 
department and that site cannot be regarded a s  a suitable 
one for  educational purposes. T h i s  is a matter  of $81,600 
to be spent for  the extension of the University of the West 
Indies here and we can quite understand the anxiety of the 
Minister to  get ahead with this project; but what1 am 
worried about at  the moment is whetherwecan have some 
assurance that the Minister is thinking of a home for  this  
part of the University with some degree of permanence. 
That  a r e a  will be unsuitable for  the establishment of this 
College of A r t s  and Science and, in the circumstances, the 
Minister himself must feel the needof gettingthis extension 
operating, and he is probably doing the next best thing to 
utilise the buildings in this  area.  I t  i s t r u e  that this  money 
will be reimbursed by the University of the West Indies; 
we a r e  going to have the assistance of Colonial Develop- 
ment and Welfare which is another matter, however you 
look a t  it, of the assistance of the taxpayers of England. 
We want to share the Minister's anxietyinthis matter  and 
i t  would be good to mention our feelings with regard to  it, 
since there is little that we can do when we have spent 
this  money. 

At th is  s tage ,  i t  being 2 p.m. of  the c lock ,  Mr. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I t  is now 2 p.m. of the clock 
and this  sitting is now suspended for  half an hour until 
2.30 p.m. of the clock. 

T h i s  sitting now stands suspended. 
2.00 p.m. 

On Resumption: 

Mr. WEEKES: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I begtodraw your 
attention to the fact that there is no quorum and ask that 
you direct the Clerk to  ring the Bell. 

The Bell  w a s  rung a n d  a quonrm obta ined .  

QUESl"10N TIME 

Question Time w a s  ca l led .  

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Oral  Reply to  Parliamen- 
tary Question No. 95/1962 askedby the hon. junior member 
fo r  St. Philip is ready. 

Mr. WEEKES: Mr. Deputy Speaker, theQuestion reads 
a s  follow%- 

T o  enquire of the Appropriate Minister: 

1s Government aware that several parishioners of the 
parish of St. Philip havelongagofiledapplications with the 
Waterworks Department fo r  the installation of water ser- 
vices in  their homes, but so f a r  have received no replies 
to  their  applications? 

2. Will Government speed up their  programme f o r  the in- 
stallation of suchwater services  so that watermay be made 
available to  the said p r i sh ioners ,  if possible, before 
Christmas 19627 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Reply 
is a s  follows:- 

" l .  All applications f o r  water servicesin the parish of S. 
Philip have been acknowledged in that the applicants were 
required by let ter  subsequent to their  application to cal l  
a t  the Waterworks Department to give details in  the pre- 
scribed form. 

2. There a r e  no outstanding applications f o r  water ser- 
vices in  the parish apart from the applications from resi- 
dents in the a r e a  describedaszone l on the Water Protec- 
tion Map of the Island. This  map was  referred to i n  the 
statement made by me in this  Assembly onthe 4th Decem- 
ber, 1962. From January, 1961, to the5th February, 1963, 
two hundred and thirty-seven (237) applications fo r  water 
services  were received. Estimates in respect of two 
hundred and twenty-three (223) of them were prepared and 
submitted to the applicants. Of this  la t ter  numbertwo hun- 
red and nine (209) deposits were made and these services  
have been connected. The other fourteen (14) applications 
which have a l l  been received from residents i n  the Zone 1 
a r e a  a r e  being actively considered." 

Private Members' Bus iness  w a s  called.  

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The f i r s t  Order  of the Day 
under Private ~ e m b e r s '  Business stands in the name of 
the hon. senior member for St. Thomas: to resume debate 
on the passing of a Resolution to approve the Financial 
Statement and Budgetary Proposals of the Minister of 
Finance. On 21st May when Government Business w a s  
called a t  4.30 pm., the hon. senior member for  St. Michael 
was speaking. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE FlNANCSAL STATE- 
MENT AND B W E T A R Y  PROPOSALS 

Mr. SEALEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on the last  occasion 
when I was making my contribution to the debate on the 
Budgetary Proposals, Private ~ e m b e r s '  Businesscame to 
an end before 1 had concluded. 1 should like to  continue to- 
day by saying that the Government's tax of 16 cents on the rb 

gallon of Coca Cola and the extra increase of one cent per  
bottle was absurd. What happens, Sir, when youhave c a s e s  
in  which the size of bottlesvaries? From figures available, 
one case of small cokes carr ied a tax of 19 cents, and a 
case  of gingers, the same size a s t h e  coke, carr ied a tax of 
21 1/2 cents, while the tax ona case of king size cokes was  
30 cents. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, when the cost of one case of drinks 
goes up and you have to make a certain percentage of profit 
f o r  chilling them, obviously the selling price must go up 
proportionately, Also from figures available, one case of 
small cokes used to cost $1.12; today i t i s  $1.40. One case 
of king size cokes used to cost $1.44 and today i t  is $1.80. 
The small cokes that used to be sold fo r  7 cents  hot and 8 
cents cold, a r e  sold today for 9 cents hot and 10 cents cold. 
The king size coke is sold today a t  11 cents a s  compared 
with 9 cents hot before and 10 cents cold. You will agree  
with me, Sir, that the price ofthese soft drinks has  created 
a hardship on men in the lowerincome group and not those 
in  the higher bracket. I can assure  you, Sir, that the hon. 
junior member for  S. Joseph is not going to ra i se  h i s  
child on coke; he is going to use Milo o r  some other pro- 
duct. I t  has  happened on several occasionswhenl have been 
asked for  help that I am asked to stop by the nearest shop 
so that the person can buy a coke for  himself and the 
children, and when 1 askwhy hedoesnot buy a pint of milk, 
1 a m  told that they cannot wait; s o  this increase does not 
create  any hardship on those i n  the higher income group; 
i t  is those i n  the lower income groupthat will feel i t  most. 
2.40 p.m. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, because of this increase, sa les  
have dropped approximately about 75 p e r  cent. (A VOICE: 
That is not true.) Do not say that 1 a m  lying. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER; lf the hon. memberwould give 
way for  a moment, 1 have said to  hon. members  that if a n  
hon. member h e a r s  a n  uncomplimentary remarkor  other- 
wise opoken in reference to h i m 1  expect that hon. member 
so long a s  those remarks  were notaddreseedto the Chair, 



to continue his remarks to the Chair without taking any 
notice of those remarks. 

existence depends on the sale of soft drinks. Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, what is going to happen with those truck drivers 
who sell cokes on a percentage basis and who a re  accus- 
tomed to working for $200.00 per month? What a r e  they go- 
ing to tell their family now? 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 would like to know if "Tiger 
Malt" is not a carbonateddrinklikeother soft drinks? Why 
is a consumption tax imposedon soft drinksand there is no 
tax imposed on "Tiger Malt"? Why should there be this 
diecrimlnating legislation? The number of persons em- 
ployed by the manufacturers of "Tiger Malte* islnsignlficant 
when you compare the number with those employed by the 
other soft drink manufacturers. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is a warning. If an item on 
which a tax is imposed suffers a decrease in sales, i t  is 
obvious that the imposed tax achieves nothing. 

As  far  a s  local cigarettes a r e  concerned, local cigar- 
et tes have gone upasa result of the new tax proposals. The 
Hon. Premier has spoken of the need to protect local indus- 
tries. Does thisnot seem illogical when a tax is not imposed 
on imported cigarettes? 1 personally feel a pack of Trum- 
peter cigarettes is worth no more than tencents per pack, 
and you should have not increased yourtax on them. There 
a r e  other means of finding money by Government without 
hitting the poor man's cigarettes. I t  is not that the poor 
man would not like to smoke " ~ r d a t h "  cigarettes, but it is 
that he cannot afford to buy them. Leave the poor man's 
things alone. 

Mr. W T H :  Mr. Deputy Speaker.1 notice when the Hon. 
Premier was introducing his Budget proposals, he had a 
microphone of Rediffusion set up in here: and that was also 
the case when the Hon. Leader of the Oppositionwas speak- 
ing on the Resolution agreeing to the Budgetary Proposals 
of the Hon. Premier. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I must also let the Hon. 
member know that reference to that was made by the hon. 
senior member for St. Peter and an explanationwas given, 
and that matter was regarded and is regarded by the Chair 
a s  closed. 1 would ask the hon. member not to make any 
inference about that. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, while 1 want to abide 
by the ruling of the Chair and there a re  certain rules wNch 
1 am not challenging, i f  a memberisin order, he should not 
be ruled out of order. 

Mr. SEALEY: Thank you very much, Sr. I was saying 
that because of this increase, saleshave droppedconsider- 
ably - approximately 75 per cent - andthat means people 
wouldbe put out of work. The sweet drink companies in this 
Island employ about 250 persons, and alongwithrhat there 
are  hundreds of shopkeepersall over the country whose only 

L1 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: lnasrnuch a s  an explanation 
was given to the Chairthat same day and it was pronounced 
by the Chair a s  being closed, 1 wlll ask the hon. member 
not to refer to it. 

Mr. SMITH: Sir, this is what 1 am going to say. I am 
not referring to it, but l am saying that i t  is not for any 
particular member o r  anybody to allow a Rediffusion m l c r e  
phone to be brought in here; it  is a matter for the entire 
House. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a point of 
order. 1 Q not think the hon. member quite understands 
what Your Honour has just mid. nor Q 1 think he remem- 
bers  what was said on the previousoccasion. Surely what- 
ever comes within the precincts of the House must come 
with the Speaker'rpermirsioa andif YourHonourhas given 
p r m i s d o n  for that to be QneandYourHonour has indica- 

a ted that ir the end of the matter, that i r  the end of the 
matter. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, if I am to go by what 
the Hon. Minister has just' said, 1 know that the S p e a h r  o r  

any S p a k e r  has cenain powers; but if the hon. member 
has suggested that, we may just aswelldo away with Par- 
liament. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker,I rise again on 
a point of order.If the hon. memberwere to study the rules 
of the House, he will p a l i s e  that whatever powers a r e  
vested in the Speaker a re  vested in the Deputy Speaker in 
toto. 

Mr. SMITH: Sir, 1 have not said that no power was 
vested in you. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: At this stage, there can be 
no debate on the power of the Deputy Speaker, the Speaker 
o r  the question of Rediffusion. At this moment, we will re- 
vert to this Resolution before us. 

Mr. W T H :  1 am saying this, Mr. Deputy Speaker. Any 
other time 1 see i t  inside here, 1 am going to pelt it outside. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I must tell the hon. junior 
member for  St. Josephthatl said no more reference to that, 
and1 mean: "Not another word concerning it". 1 would ex- 
pect that the hon. member would have understood me. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker,l rise ona point 
of order. 

Mr. W T H :  What is the hon. member going to speak 
on? What can be his point of order? 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD. The hon. member has said 
that any time you bring Rediffusion in here, he will pelt i t  
out. 1 think l have heard that remark in here already. 

Mr. SMITH: That is not a point of order. 
2.50 p.m. 

Mr. D E P m Y  SPEAKER: 1 have already said that no 
more mention must be made of that matter. I am saying that 
that closes the matter by any hon. member of this House; 
there is to be no more mention of that. 

Hon. W. A. CRAW FORD: All I want to say is this .... 
Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, you have ruled on 

that and 1 wlll speak. 

Hon. W. A. CRAW FORD: Throw i t  out andwe will bring 
it back in. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. DeputySpeaker.1 hope youhave heard 
the behaviour from the Leader of the House. As soon a s  a 
person says anything the Leader of the House will get up 
and chop off his head. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let the hon. member proceed. 

Mr. SMITH: The Hon. Premier in his Budget Speech 
carried on, and 1 have seen him come into the House on the 
day when he is going to make his  Budget Proposals with a 
black box, not a red one. 1 always know that when you see 
red it is a sign of danger. When the Premier came in with 
his black box he was out for killing, and he began to mourn 
before he did the actual killing. Inthat black box there was 
oppression and death for the working-class man. In the 
newspaper on the next day I saw that sport was made about 
the Premier with his black box in which, a s  I said, there 
was death for the working-class man. Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
1 will prove everything I have said. Th i s i s  a cormtry which 
has always carried i t s  own weight and which has always 
done things within i t s  means  andwhat it could not do today, 
it would do tomorrow. A Government must tax the people 
because you cannot carry on without taxation; but the ques- 
don is: how a r e  you going to tax, when a r e  you going to tax 
and whom a re  yougoing totax? Lam year was the f irst  year 
fo r  the present Government in office, and they have levied 
a tax on certain commodities and have struck thorn com- 
modities very hard. The majority of rhore cares  condsted 
of commodities which are largely used by the poorer C b 8 b  
a s  of this community. A6 YOU know, Sr. they ma& it so 
dtfficult for Banks that Banks wasbeginningtofold up; that 



it  in saying that he is going to gIve cheap beer for Christ- 
mas. That is how a responsible person in the community has 
acted; one who has the authority and power to tax people, 
one who has said: "I have no apology to make for it; 1 
put it onandit murt stay." A few days after that, he made a 
joke of it and spoke of giving cheap beer for Christmas. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, when I was a little boy 1 thought 
that the Government used to make money, but since I have 
grown up I have found that the Government has not got to 
make money; it just waits until you work and then it gets 
some of the money. It is the buainessof the Government to 
do so: lmagine that you a re  getting one man who looks like 
myself and he says that the price is so much per bottle, so 
much per pint from now on, and it goes on. If he cares to 
do so, he can come back onthenext day and make a laugh- 
ing-stock of it. This isa  serious matter because i f  the peo- 
ple of thiscountry were to take mattersinto their own hands 
they would not allow one man to make laughing stock at 
them. This  sport was made of Banks. I t  is more than that; 
it is true that if Banks had to fold up then the Government 
would also have to fold up.Thereisno use in taxing people 
and then YOU cannot collect the taxation; that is the position. 
The t on.-premier has not made any mention of his intention 
relative to helping the poor, unfortunate businessmen. thoa 
who a re  in the lower bracket. You will remember, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, that I managed to get a Resolution passed 
in this House asMng the Government to considerthe small 
people and to set up and Authority whichwould make loans 
to these people. In making his Budget Proposals the Hon. 
Premier has made no mention of that whatsoever. You are  
doing everything to encourage industry, but there a re  some 
business people who a re  in need of help; i f  this Resolution 
has beenpassedby thisHouse,I feelthat the time has come 
when the Government should declare themselves and let 
the House and the public know what is their intention rela- 
dve  to this matter because i t  i s a  serious matter. We want 
to do everything, 1 repeat, to encourage industry; there are  
some business people who would be gladforthe necessary 
help, and i t  is time that the Government declare their policy 
in connection with this matter. 
3.00 p m .  

is the black-box taxation policy. The Premier saw that he l Now 1 will go on, Sir, anddealwith the remarks made 
was in danger and in trouble and, comparatively speaking, by the Premier. 1 wT'11 not read everythfng, but 1 will deal 

This i s a  serious matter, Sir. As1 said when I was try- 
ing to convince the House of the necessity for people to be 
helped by the Government, there a re  people who have to 
contribute to the State, andthroughnot having the necessary 
capital to carry on, they have to remain quiet. They would 
then have to look for a job, but jobs are  not so many today 
so that a carpenter, joiner o r  even a shoemaker can drop 
his tools and go and collect one. But, at the same time, 
these a re  men with families who need help. This is of just 
a s  much importance to the people of this country a s  the 
tourist industry. This would make people believe that the 
Government is not keen in establishing this particular 
Board, because the Board should be establishedalready. It 

a few Qys after maklng his taxation policy he returned to 
t h i ~  House and took off some of the tax. He made a joke of 

is necessary; and by so doing, you would also be able to 
collect a certain amount of revenue by way of taxation from 
those concerned. There a re  people who a re  inside looking 
out and some outrdde looldngin,andthe one outdde lookihg 
in would Uke to get ln also. I t  would not take this Govern- 
ment much to set about estabU8hlng a Boardof this nature 
so that these poor people can be helped. I am SW, Sr. 
that they would be doing this country a good turn. 

' with the important parts. The Premier &Q- 

Now, Sir, we a l l  have to look forward to taxation, but 
I feel the Government is travelllnga little too f86t. 1 do not 
believe they mean harm; but i f  you go to a doctor tomorrow, 
though he means well. and he makes a mirrtoke and gives 
you the wrong prescription o r  medicine, you would go the 
some place a s  if  he did not mean well. This black-box 
policy of the Premier is  the wrong policy, and it would cer- 
tainly kill, because the colour of the box spells mourning. 
Why is is that all the year roundhe can findhimaelf fn here 
with a red box, andwhen he i r  going to beat the poor people 
to srnithereenr with taxeq he brings in a block me? The 
people a r e  getting afraid d this black-box policy, becaum 
i t  certainly means death. 

"Perhaps on- &e drawbacks has been the relative 
cheapness of imported commodities. If we a r e  toenter ex- 
port markets with our products, we must keepdown the cost 
of production. and strive to improve their quality. Because 
of the larger home markets of the foreign-manufacturers 
who ad1 us their surplus produce. such manufacturersen- - 
joy advantages over persons who establish industries here. 
1 propose, therefore, that local industries should be pro- 
tected from unfair competition abroad 1 also urge the 
people of thislsland to take pride in buying commodities 
produced here. In nine cases out of ten. the Barbadian 
Hrticle i s  better than that imported, be i t  carrots, beer, 
handbags o r  clothing. If the wholesalersand retailers do not 
soon give preference always to Barbadian products. the 
Government will take measures to persuade themtodo so. 
At this stage, l simply give a warning.It will be far better 
i f  they and the public give me theirwholehearted support in 
a campaign to buy Barbadian goods and produce because 
they are  better. In a short time,l hope to be able to extend 
the slogan to goods and produce of the group of islands with 
which Barbados is to beassociated. Price controlson local 
produce will be relaxed immediately." 

Now, Sir, these a r e  wordscoming from the Premier of 
this country. Heisall in favour of local products and he has 
told us here plainly that i f  we do not support him by buying 
local products, he will have toforce usto do so by legisla- 
tion. After hearing these words, what can one say now? 
What about Buddie's Pasteurised Milk? That i s  a local 
industry which has been offered to the public, and1 have 
not heard one person except the Premier say it is not good 
milk. 1 did not hear him say it because 1 was out of the 
House, but 1 read where he said that Miller Bros. will get 
out somehow, but not a s  long a s  he i s  in the Government. 
3.10 p.m. 

I want to know i f  this is a local industry manufactured 
in Barbados or not. The same Premier who is now telling us 4 

that i f  we do not support local industries, he is going to 
bring in legislation to make us do it - this same Premier 
has said that the only way the particular firm o r  place 
would be able to operate this industry would be i f  he is 
out of tNsHouse. My wordsto the particular firm a re  these 
"Do not fold up, wait a little." 

Imagine, Sir, that is the Premier of this country who 
1s leading the Government, a Governmentwhichl would say 
i s  a collective one. I mean with the Ministers, not the 
Premier alone. The Premier did not go to sleep on the eve 
of the Elections inside here. He had to go about begging the 
people for a vote just a s  anybody else, and now the people 
have had compassion on him through the way he begged 
for a vote - andYourHonour knowsvery well that a lawyer 
begs differently from a layman - now that he has been 
given their vote, he is signing away everybody here with 
nothing else but death and oppression.It i s  sheer death be- 
:ause the figures a re  in&& that box. 

I believe the hon. senior member for St. Peter is going 
:o a funeral later on this evening. I know so by the suit of 
:lathes which he hason. Whenever theHon. Premier comes 
m here with a black box, theworkersmust look out. 1 hope 
.twill catch afire one day in hishands. Imaglne, Sir, he is 
:elling us to support local industries! He says that i f  we 
io not support local industries, he is going to bring in 
legislation to enforce us to buy local products. He has said 
so: and at a moment's notice, one man had to sell out his 
:ows because they refused to buy this man's products - 
~ n d  that is a man who would actually klll every candidate 
~f the Barbados tabour Party. He has said that he has no 
rse whatmeverfoka Barbados Labour Party man.The Gov- 
!rnment refused to give him a contract for the supply of 
resh milk, and they. a r e  using imported milk. The Hon. 
Drernier, who is the big boss, is w a l h g  in here with a 
lhck box every now and then and r e h g  us to support local 
ndulries.  How can we believe him? l am very sorry that 
ke is not in his seat because I hinted to him that I had i t  ""S, 
or  him. This is wicked. Number one, you a r e  going to 
tenaliae me, and make me buy local products; but you a re  

X 



still preventing people from selling their products. Youan 
subsidising the fanner  somewhere in New Zealand and you 
a re  still telling me to support local industries. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker,l r ise on 
a point of order. The hon. member has said that somebod! 
subsidises the farmer in New Zealand and local farmers 
have had to sell their cows. That is completely incorrect. 
1 would like him to explain what he means. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I said that 1 read in 
a newspaper. After the Government refused to give a man 
a contract to supply milk toa school, he had to sell his cows 
The Government called for tenders for the supply of fresh 
milk: and when the people who made a tender got a reply, 
they weretold that they were not considered. Milk is being 
served at the schools now, but1 do not know where i t  comes 

- ,  from. If we were treatedlike representativesof the people, 
we would have known. The members of the Government 
should have circularised us and tolduswhat they a r e  golng 
to do, so a s  not to let uslisten to what other people say o r  
write. If I were circularised to the effect that I should not 
belleve what was written in the newspapers, and was told 
that this was done, o r  thatwasdoneel would not have to say 
anything. 

It is just the same a s  whentheBudget was about to be 
presented to the House. I heard "Tomorrow the Premier 
will be presenting his Budget to the ~ o u s e "  through a 
broadcast over the a i r  in the 8 o'clock news bulletin of 
Rediffusion. 1 am a member of this House elected by the 
people, and 1 knew nothing about it until1 heard it over the 
air .  1 was not surprised because I have heard i t  from the 
Premier's mouth already that his Ministers knew only ten 
minutes before he brought it down here. Therefore, if l 
heard it casually over the radio, 1 suppose they also knew 
nothing about it at all. I have to believe it because the 
Ministers themselves sat in their seats and they never 
denied it. If I were one of his Ministers, and he said that, 
I would have got up out of my seat and walked out. If that 
were so, he had no right to disclose it to the public. If he 
falls, all of them would have to go; therefore they should 
stand on their feet and speak to him a s  men and keep him 
on his toes. I am only saying that i t  is wicked for the Hon. 
Premier to say that "The only way youwould get that con- 
tract to supply milk is after 1 am out of the Government." 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 r ise on a 
point of order. I have been waiting for an opportunity and 
listening to the hon. member, but the time has come when 
he still insists in misrepresenting the facts of the case. 
There is no record that any reference was made by the 
Hon. Premier that somebody will not get a contract for milk 
to supply the schools. 

Mr. SMITH: Sir, if i t  i s  not to supply the schools, 1 do 
not know what it is. This particular individual was supply- 
ing the schools with milk; so if ~ O L I  do not give him pioneer 
status, how can he supply the schools7ltis the same thing. 
He will not be given pioneer status although there is a law 
on the Statute Book to give him this pioneer status. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr.DeputySpeaker,I r ise on 
a point of order. I am not quite sure whether 1 am hearing 
the hon. member correctly. He said that some applicant 
would not get pioneer status although there is a law on the 
Statute Book to grant pioneer status. I s  that what he said7 

Mr. SMITH: 1 did not say that. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: The hon. member is talking 
so disjointedly that it is difficult to follow what he is saying. 
Therefore, I would like him to repeat what he sa id  
3.20 p.m. 

Mr. M T H :  Mr. Deputy Speaker, what the hon. member 
should do a t  Bay Sreet, he is trying to do down here. He 
should do what he is doing now a t  Cabinet meetings. The 
hon. member wants to know this, hewantsto know that and 

c he muw havebeeninthe House when the Premier said what 
he said. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWPORD: On a point of order. Mr. De- 
d puty Speaker, I was never in the House when any Premier 

said anything about nobody being granted pioneer status. 
The hon. member should know how pioneer statusis grant- 
ed. If he wants to know why a particular applicant did not 
get pioneer status I will tell him. The refusal to grant 
pioneer status to which the hon. member is referring ....... 

Mr. SMITH: That is not a point of order; the hon. mem- 
ber is making a speech. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: On a point of order. The hon. 
member thinks that he i s  the Speaker of this House. Well, 
i t  will be a long time before he gets there, i f  he ever gets 
there. The hon. member says that thisparticularappllcant 
was not granted pioneer. status because somebody said i t  
will be granted over his  dead body. The refusal to grant 
pioneer status was nothing to do with any milk contract o r  
supplies of milk to schools o r  anything like that. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 can only say what 
was said in here. 1 wonder if the hon. member was in here 
to hear the Premier say that he does not say anything to 
anybody about the Budget until about one hour before he 
comes in here. (ASDES) Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 do not know 
why the hon. member does not keep himself qulet. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 would ask the hon. member 
not to allow his sincerity to get away with Mm. 

Mr. SMITH: Why then did they not give the contract to 
the other people who said that they had to sell out their 
cows7 Why did they call for tenders for the supply of milk 
and then they did otherwise7 What a r e  the school children 
getting now7 I s  i t  the local product orwhat? The Hon. Pre- 
mier dealt with the matter a t  length, and he went so far  a s  
to say that i f  we donot supportlocalindustry he would pass 
legislation to suit, and I agree with that too. I do hope that 
the Hon. Minister of Trade o r  theHon.Minister of Educa- 
tion will tell us before this matter is finlshed,whether the 
children a re  getting this milk, whether it is locally produced 
o r  whether it is imported milk. I can only talk about what I 
have read in the Proposals; but when you get one side of a 
man's mouth contradicting the other side of it, what can 
you say7 This is wickedness. I will go further. The Hon. 
Premier in his  Financial Statement and Budget Proposals 
went on to say this: 

"Last year the expansion of the tourist trade was 
greater than in 1961: 44,258 touristsarrivedinthe Island - 
an increase of 7,198 a s  agalnst 1,525 in theprevious year. 
In the first quarter of 1963: 14,161 tourists came here a s  
compared with 12,323 in the same periodlast year. This is 
the sector of our economy which can be expanded most 
rapidly, and the recent in tendied  activity of the Tourist 
Board and the Agreement1 have signedwithHiltou t:otels to 
build a hotel to be operated by Hilton here indicated how 
forcefully the Government is pursuing a p o k y  of develotling 
the tourist industry." 

The Hon. Premier is thinldng about building a Hilton 
Hotel so a s  to help speed upthetourist indunry. That is a 
very good thing. 1 said something on the law occasion and 
I will say it again; 1 am wondering what will become of the 
other hoteliers in this country, those people to whom the 
Government lent money to expend and build. Whenthe Gov- 
ernment builds t N s  Hilton Hotelandthe otherpeople Q not 
get any trade so a s  to repay the bill which is owing to the 
Government, what is the Government going to do7 The Gov- 
ernment has lent out a lot of money for this tourist industry: 
and i f  they do not have sufficient accommodation for these 
tourists, I am wondering what will happen. The position 
is like this; you a r e  lending a man money to do a certain 
type of business and then you go next door to him to build 
up the same type of indusry andcompetewith him; how on 
earth do you expect to getbackyourmoney in this way? As 
to these hotels, 1 have been told that you will pick a berry 
in the winter, but in the summer things will be slow. They 
a r e  building this hotel and they a r e  going to give it to other 
people to run. In my opinion, that is a big insult to the ho- 
tel iers  here. 1 do not know, butthe Premier has said that I 
undertake to do things which1 cannot manage.1 do not mind 
that, but I want the Premier to know that I have a s  much 
commonsenm a s  to try and make a living. If you get one 
pound from anywhere and you can feed yourself without 
going around begging, people should take off their hats to 



you and do not cal l  you a fool. There  a r e  a lot of peopl 
who have big things: and where a r e  they? 

A s  I was saying, Sir, the Government is going to built 
this  hotel and furnish i t  with the taxpayers* money. Even : 
you borrow money, you have to pay interest on i t  a t  leas8 
you a r e  giving Hilton the optionof runningthis Hotel: and I 
there  is any money made, then theywillbe able to  take oi 
the profits from Barbados. I do not know if anybody hen 
will get any income tax from there people. 
3.30 p.m. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: On a point of order, Mr. Deput 
Speaker, i t  is clear  that the hon. member does not under 
stand what he is saying. U* he did, he could not say tha 
taxpayers' money will be involved i n  this venture and the 
the Hilton authorities will be carrying a l l  the profits out c 
the country. In the very Resolution which'shouldbe befon 
him, he should know that Hilton International operateson 
certain basis  and that the Agreement with the Governmen 
of Barbados is in no respect different from the Agreement 
which they have made with other people - Puerto Rico oi 
Trinidad o r  with the United Kingdom o r  anywhere else 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the hon. member say 
I do not understand, but1 understandenough to know that b 
Government will be building this  hotel. In other words 
Government will be furnishing the money. If that is not so 
the hon. member can get up and deny i t  and1  will sit fo 
good. I understand theGovernment will pay for  the hotel anc 
then turn i t  over toHiltonwhowillbe running it. Well, Hil, 
ton will not be running i t  fo r  nothing; i t  must be run on i 

profit basis. If the hotel makes money, Hilton will gel 
money; but if i t  loses  money, Hilton will lose no money, 
Now, Sir, I want to know if the hoteliers in  this countq 
cannot run a hotel a f te r  i t  is built. 

Hon. C E. TALMA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on a point c 
order, if the hon. member were fully conversant with tht 
history of Hilton Hotels, he would probably be fully con- 
vinced that although we have numerous hotels in  this 1 sland, 
the standard of hotels, generally speaking, on an inter- 
national scale is not such a s  to attract touris ts  of repute; 
but if we have a Hilton Hotel established here  in  Barbados, 
our international t rade will be enhanced and people of 
substance will know we have a hotel of a certain standard 
i n  Barbados, and a s  a result of that, full benefits wil. 
redound to the other hotel's on the Island, and there will bf 
nothing but benefit and reward. In  other words, the whole 
industry will be built up around that. That is the standard 
of Hilton hotels which a r e  run on a business-like basis. 
They a r e  people who know how to run hotels and not like 
Government who a r e  not conversant with them. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 wonder who i s  
running Sandy Lane. Reputable people go to Sandy Lane. 
Who is running the MarineHotel?I believe they a r e  making 
money. Must I understand that the Government does not 
want to  deal with people who know how to make money? Look 
a t  Sandy Lane, the Marine and other hotels in Christ 
Church. I can talkabout the Marine because1 go there. Whal 
about San Remo? I wonder what the manager of San Remo 
is thinking1 (Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Tele,phone and ask 
him.) 1 will have to do that a s  soon a s 1  finish here. 

Mr.  Deputy Speaker, 1 am wondering i f  a l l  my good 
Barbadian people cannot run a hotel to make money af ter  
a l l  that the Government 18 offering. 1 feel. that if Hilton 
who has  hotels in  Trinidad and al loverthe world felt, with 
everything coming h i s  way, that he would make money. he 
would want to  build too. These a r e  hard-headed business- 
men. They a r e  not building because they have reasons. They 
would make more money by doing i t  this  way than i f  they 
involved their capital, becauae there would be interest on 
ir: and if there is any loss, their capital would go. When 
you build it, and let them run it, if i t  loses  money, i t  will 
be you who a r e  losing. 1 a m  saying that so long a s  this 
Government h a s  to build it, the people in  this  country 
should run it. I am nothing to do with Hilton; I am [some- 
thing to do with the people in  Barbados and whether there 
a r e  hotels run here a t  a profit. You have Sandy Lane, the 
White House Inn, Fresh Water and other places in  Christ 

Church like the Blue Waters; and if something looks so 
pretty and you a r e  telling me that these people cannot run 
i t  a f te r  you have built it, i t  is a n  insult to  the hoteliers in  
this  country. 1 sincerely hope this succeeds because there 
a r e  a lot of snags in  it. 1 could say something now, but 1 
know the hon. senior member fo r  St. Philipwould jump up. 
I do not want him to get up and 1 will not say i t  yet. (Mr. 
MOTTLEY: You can't say it.) 1 want to know who is pulling 
back from whom. Do you think everything comes from in 
front? 

Now, Sir, I will go a l l  the way down to read further 
f rom the Premier ' s  speech. He went on to say: 

"In the future, with theapproach of federation, we must 
expect increased migration to Barbados from our s i s te r  
Islands. Sucha situation should not be metwith fear  but with 
regional planning. We must not t reat  those Is landsas poor 
relations: we must give them freely the benefits of our 
knowledge, experience and development. In  return this V 

community will reap the benefit of a considerable expansion 
of i t s  economy." 

Now, Sir, federation is coming; let i t  come, The Hon. 
P r e m i e r  tells us  that we must not take i t  with fear, but 1 
am afraid because i t  will meanmore taxation, and the peo- 
ple a r e  howling already. What will become of my working- 
c l a s s  people? The Premier  went on to say: 

"There was again a slight increase in the  retail  price 
index, but the r i se  w a s  even l e s s  thanin the previous year, 
mly 1.6 points, which is l e s s  than 1 1/2%. A s  other count- 
t r i e s  continue to follow more andmore a wages and incomes 
policy to combat inflation and to make their  cos t s  competi- 
tive, we shall have to watch carefully any factors  which may 
increase the cost of production here. Already the cost of 
Government services  is being strictly controlled. If the 
economy of the Island is to makea leap forward, everyone 
of us  must make some sacrifice. 
3.40 p.m. 

"Retail pr ices  here compare favourable with those in  
Q 

the other Islands of the group with which we a r e  about to 
associate, except perhaps i n  one ortwoinstanceswhere we 
make the ar t ic les  ourselves.1nAntiguaand St.Vincent r ice 
i s  17 cents a pound; i n  Montserrattheprice is 19 cents. In  
Barbados it  is sold a t  l l cents per  pint. The fact is that we, 
in Barbados, a r e  subsidising the British Guiana producer. 

"1 have heard one eminent Trade Unionist claim that 
Ne a r e  subsidising low wages when we do that, the theory 
being that whenever you have to subsidises commodity like 
rice, then the people a r e  not paid subsistence wages because 
they cannot buy food out of their own pockets. This  is a 
theory with which 1 entirely agree and 1 think this learned 
gentleman and I a r e  agreed on many other things although 
lot on all. 

"Now this subsidy to British Guiana is one of the i t ems  
~n our budget, and we might now have a look a t  the provi- 
oional figures of the Treasury out-turn for  the last  financial 
rear 1962-63; but before I do so, 1 should like to allay any 
e a r s  which the populace has about the r i ce  shortage. A s  
f o u r  Honour knows, there is a general s t r ike in  British 
;uiana, but 1 am sure that there a r e  supplies of r ice avail- 
tble in  this  Island a t  least until the end of the month and 
h i s  is not any shortened period a t  all. I t  is quite possible 
hat we will get additional shipmentsbefore the end of the 
nonth." 

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, thisTrade Unionist to whom 
he Hon. Premier  is referring, 1 hope, is not the General 
iecretary of the Barbados Workers Union. Youaretalking 
ibout subsidising the f a r m e r  in British Guiana. That is what 

a m  wondering. The  way how the Hon. P r e m i e r  puts i t  
nakestone to believe that when theGovernment subsidises 
he rice, the grower in  British Guiana is getting it. 1 do not 
ake i t  so, because the reason for  subsidising r ice  is so that 
he British Guiana producer can produce i t  a t  $10.00 a bag, 
nd because the Government feels  that $10.00 a bag is too 
nuch for  the local consumers to pay, the Government is "*h, 
~ubgidising i t  by $1.00 per  bag.Thatisto say, the Govern- 



ment is paying the people of B r i t i s h G u i a ~  $1.00 on every 
bag and the people here a re  paying the other $9.00. 

You a re  not giving the people of British Guiana any- 
thing; therefore when the Hon. Premier says that this 
country is subsididng the people of British Guiana, he is 
wrong, and he is wrong again. The point is this. If the 
Government does not subsidise it, the local consumerswill 
have to  pay a dollar more. 

The last Government had the working-class people a t  
heart. They felt i t  would be a little too hard on the people to 
pay so much for rice andthey subsidisedit. This  is a thing 
which this Government does not think of. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker,l r ise on 
a point of order. The hon. member has said something about 
the LP# Government having the working-class people a t  
heart, a thing which this present Government has forgotten. 
The present Government is a i l1  subsidising rice to the 
some extent a s  i t  was subsidised by the last Government. 
The fact is that the British Guiana rice price has increoeed 
within the l a r  twelve months; therefore it will call for an 
hc rea red  rubddy over and above the amount normally spent 
on subsidy. 

Furthermore, Sir, when the law Government took the 
subsidy off flour, salted fish, pickledporkandotheritems. 
they were  not thinking of the people then. 

Mr. M T H :  Sr, that is not a point of order. The Hon. 
Minister will have his  chance to reply. Do'not let him get 
up and make speeches while 1 am on the floor. The hon. 
member cannot read me out now because I am in order. 

Now, Sir,  i f  that is so, why did the Hon. Premier not 
put i t  here on this document? The Hon. Premier did not tell 
us in his Budget Speech that it was because the price had 
gone up. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker.1 rise on 
a point of order. 1 am a member of the House and the hon. 
member is one too. We feel that he should know what is 
going on in here. The hon. member was in here when we 
brought in the new contractual agreement between theGov- 
ernment of British Guiana and the Government of Barbados 
referring to the increase in the price of rice. 

Mr. SMITH: That is not a point of order. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 will not have the hon. 
member saylng, that is not a point of order. That is for me 
to determine. The point of order by the Hon. Minister is 
made. 

Mr. SMITH: Right, Sir. 

Mr. DEPWY SPEAKER: 1 do not want any form of 
advice from hon. members except, maybe, in certain clr- 
cumstances. 

Mr. SMITH: Sr, here it is that1 am reading from this 
copy of the Hon. Premier's speech and the Hon. Premier 
says that we a re  subsidising the people of British Guiana. 
1 am saying that is not m, becauseif the cost of the rice is 
sold to us a t  that particular price, we either have to pay 
them for i t  o r  we would not getit. Do not say when you pay 
$1 a bag that you a re  only subsidising i t  to keep the c o b  
down. 

I have quoted a part showing youwhere it is wicked and 
1 am going to quote this to show where it is foolish. 

The Hon. Premier said: 

"Now, this subsidy to BritishGuiana is one of the i tems 
in our budget, and we now have a look a t  the provisional 
figures of the Treasury out-turn for the last financial year 
1962-63; but before 1 do m, l shouldlike to allay any fears 
which the populace has about the rice shortage. As Your 
Honour knows, there is a general strike inBritish Guiana, 
but 1 am sure that there a re  supplles of rice available in 
this Irland at least untiltheendofthe month and this is not 

a shortened period a t  all. I t  I s  quite possible that we will 
get additional shipments before the end of the month." 

The Hon. Premier told us in this House - and 1 think ' 
i t  was Tuesday gone week o r  a fortnight ago - that there 
was no rice shortage. He saidthat we had a s  much rice here 
a s  would last us until the endof the month. That was on the 
Tue d a y  and on the Thursday following most shopkeepers 
could not get a bag. That is a fact. Let the Hon. Minister 
of Trade get up and contradict that. 

(A VOICE: Not o?e shopkeeper could get a bagl) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Whatever the hon. member 
soy S, he is entitled to be heard. I would be glad i f  the hon. 
member would not a t  every time invite the hon. member 
to reply. 1 take i t  that every hon. member in this Chamber 
knows his duty. Neither would 1 have i t  the other way 
around. I know the hon. member can appreciate what 1 say. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Slr, 1 rise upon a point of 
order. There could be no rice shortage a t  that time. Our 
figures were actually based on a survey conducted by the 
Comptroller of Supplies who called for a detailed report 
from every wholesaler of rice a s  to the extent and amount 
of rice in the Island. We were satisfied from the report 
based on the monthly consumption that we had supplies in 
the Island for at least for a month. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I take that a s  a point of ex- 
planation. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Apparently, the hon. member 
wants to suggest that the Hon. Premier's statement was 
unfounded. I merely want to state that it was a statement 
based on an actual survey. 
3.50 p.m. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let the hon. member proceed. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am going by this 
document which 1 hold in my hand, which is the Mnencial 
Statement and Budget Proposals of the Premier. I t  is quite 
al l  right fo r  the Hon. Minister to get up and put on his 
finishing touche* but he should have shown this to the 
Premier and let him take out certain things. What the hon. 
member should have done a t  Bay Street he is trying to do 
now, a s  l said earlier. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: On a point of order. 1 object 
to that. The difference is that when I am in Bay Street 1 
am dealing with sensible people. The hon. member has 
said that the Premier made this Statement saying that there 
was no d c e  shortage and1 say that that statement was based 
on a survey which was made. Thatwas done in Bay Street - 
not in Cats Castle o r  anywhere else like that. What was 
done a t  Bay Street was the result of a survey made a s  to 
the r ice situation; does the hon. member want the rice 
cooked in Bay Street? 

Mr. MTH: The hon. member can get a s  hot a s  tie 
likes; 1 am a politician. He can say what he likes to say; 
but 1 repeat that 1 am going by this document which 1 hold 
Ln my hand -the Financial Statement and Budget Proposals 
~f the Hon. Premier. Mr. Deputy Speaker, to show you 
where 1 am in order and thereisthe possibility that 1 may 
be out of order - i f  1 begin to raise certain points you 
w i l l  rule me out of order, and you will be quite right in 
ioing so; but 1 have to raise my points from this Fianancial 
Statement and Budget Proposals. If this is wrong, the hon. 
member should be honest enough to get up and say it is 
Nrong. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: 1 said that the supply of r ice 
vas enough to last for a month; what is he saying is wrong? 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I know anything when 
s comes to shop business; 1 can teachit. If the Hon. MMs- 
:er had a survey made and he was told that there was a s  
nuch rice in the country a s  would last for a month, why is 
t that some shops were only given one bag of rice when 
hey were accustomed to getting five bagsand some people 
~ o t  none a t  all? 1 am submitting that something is wrong 
somewhere. 



Mr. U)WE: On a point of order. Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
1 have been sitting here for a long time and 1 have been 
hearing the hon. junior member for St. Joseph filibustering 
and talking what he does not know anything whatsoever 
about when i t  comes to shop business and rice. If the rice 
is to last for  a month, you cannot control the merchants 
and make them sell you six o r  eight bags of rice. When the 
merchant says that he is only selling youone bag of rice, 
you have either to accept that or  walk away. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The point of order has been 
made. 

Mr. NTH: Well, Sir, you have a backbencher to get 
up and reply. He is saying that if you get one bag of rice 
you should take i t  o r  leave it; he is supporting a Govern- 
ment which has the destiny of the people in i t s  hands. 1 
thought he was telling the Government what can be done, 
but he is making thingsworse; he i s  saying that i f  the mer- 
chant say S that you can only get one bag of rice, you must be 
glad for it. 1 should like to know what will become of the 
remainder of the rice when i t  is expected that the price of 
r ice will be increased. The hon. senior member for St. 
Philip is bound to create doubtsin my mind in some way o r  
other. If his  statement is correct, that we have a s  much 
rice in the country a s  will last for a month, according to his 
survey, how is it that the merchants do not have it? 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: On a point of order. Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, I am not going to have these remarks 
made without correction. 1 rise to correct the hon. mem- 
ber's variation of my statement. These surveys a re  fool- 
proof becauae figures a re  carried forward from week to 
week. The figures which a re  obtained from the Controller 
of Supplies a re  acted upon and youcan check these figures 
from week to week. The flguresare obtainedas to deliver- 
i e s  from January, March o r  April, and deductions are  
taken al l  the way down. The delivery is so much, supplies 
a r e  so much, andthe remainder is so much. When you come 
to making a check, it is not a question of checking the re- 
port made in May o r  April, but you a re  checking against 
what you had since January o r  February. In  every single 
case, the figures supplled from the various districts were 
checked upon, and they were accurate with the supplies 
which people had long before this rice cr i s i s  began. 

Mr. SMITH: I am saying, Sir, that there a re  some mer- 
chants who do not have any rice.ltis not to say that a par- 
ticular merchant is holding up anything. 1 can only go, a s  1 
have already said, by this Financial Statement and Budget 
Proposals, that the amount of rice was sufficient to last 
fo r  the month and now we find that we have not got it. 1 
understand that the amount of 1,920 bags of rice came in 
since this mtement was made, and If some merchants do 
not have one bag, what must1 do? Must I go by what the Pre- 
mier says and Q not let this Houae and the public know 
what the podtion i s?  I t  seems to me that some of the mem- 
bers of the Government WO d like me to say "Aye" to e everything that they have Q ; butthey neverdid that when 
the last Government was in powerandthey were in the Op- 
position. 
4.00 p m .  

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORDc Let me my this finally, on a 
point of explanation. We do not expect the hon. member to 
vote and eay "aye" to everything we do. What we do not 
expect is for him tocome hereandchallenge the bona f ides 
and accuracy of what we do o r  say.There may well have 
been instances in which distributors mid they didnot have 
r ice when they actually had it, becauee they were waiting 
until the increased price came into effect in order to get 
the benefit of the increased price onpresent stock; but this 
does not mean a t  al l  that the stocks were not accurate. 

Mr. MTH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, you know when it 
comes to rice that it i r a  seriousthing; that is the workers' 
food. 1 have not eaten it for year8 becauae I cannot, but 1 
am only saying that there is somethingwrongand our peo- 
ple m n d  to ruffer. The hon. member soid that if  you Q not 
like one thing, you like the other; but 1 am telling him that 
what goes up comes dawn. I am going to prove w h e n  the 
Government is wicked and fooliab now. You a r e  about to 

increase the price of rice and you let the Island know you 
a r e  going to do it. I sthat a sensible thing to do? Here it is 
rice is to be increased by one cent per pint. I t  is not in- 
creased yet, but it wasmentioned.1 think, three weeks ago. 
The biggest idiot, one like myself, a s  they call me...... 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD. On a point of order, 1 must 
apologise to the House for these continuous interruptions, 
but one has tointerrupt. The price of rice has been increas- 
ed since 20th May. I do not know i f  the hon. member was 
with Cooper in his space ship and did not know what happen- 
ed here, but the Order bringing into effect the increased 
price of rice was published to be effecdve on 20th May; to- 
day i s  the 28th; so he cannot say that the price has not yet 
been increased. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, when the Premier said 
that i t  would be increased, I know a t  the Thursday that i t  
was not increased and the statement was made onthe Tues- 
day. That was the law time I made an investigation, and 1 
am sure that i f  on the Thursday it was increased, the hon. 
member would jump and say so.AttheTuesday night, gas- 
olene was to be increased by five cents, and by next morn- 
ing it was increased. Through you, Sir, I should like to ask 
if the price of rice was increased on the Wednesday morn- 
ing in the same way that gasolene was. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the two 
questions are  not analagous. Gasolene deliveries a re  made 
every day almost. The distributors send their trucks o u ~  
and they fill the tanksat thestations.1nthe case of rice we 
had certain supplies available which would have been bought 
a t  the old price; so why penalise the public and make them 
pay an additional cent on something bought a t  the old price? 
The idea was that when we got a new shipment and made 
new deliveries which would cost the distributors more 
money, then you would make people pay moremoney. i f  the 
price was effective from the Wednesday morning, the hon. 
member would have liked it, because if he distributes rice 
himself, it would have meant that hewouldhave got an ex- 
tra price on stocks which he had bought a t  the old price. 

Mr. SMITH: Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the hon. mem- 
ber said that gasolene is delivered daily. Riceis delivered 
daily also because every merchant in Bridgetown has his 
own days for delivery. He dellvers on Mondays in certain 
areas, on Tuesdays in another area and so on, andff a 
Bank Holiday comes on a Monday, the merchants a re  in 
trouble to make up on Tuesday the deliveries which they 
would have had to make on Monday. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: That is not the point and the 
hon. member should know better than that. Now the distri- 
butors of rice do not import it. The rice comes in to the 
Government. The contract is between the Government of 
Barbados and the British Guiana Government, andthe rice 
i s  sent to certain importers. They got the present supplies 
of rice a t  a price with the subsidy to the full extent, and they 
had thls rice to distribute to the Roebuck wholesalers and 
rural shopkeepers at the old subisdisedpdce; sotherefore 
to have made the new price effective from the next day 
would have meant that on erocksof r icein hand, they would 
have profited but an extra cent when they did not pay the 
Sovernernent an extra cent for it. The price actually only 
became effective from the date of a new Wpment of rice 
from British Gutana here. When thisnew dJpmentcsme in 
the importers and distributors had to buy a t  the price with- 
out this additional cent subsidy, and therefore they could 
sell a t  that price, but the entire exercise of allowing the 
prevailing price to remain a t  11 cents a s long a s  it did, was 
that the public would benefit from buying rice a t  11 cents 
because the merchants who stockedthat rice had paid for it 
~t a price to charge 11 cents. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. D e p q  Speaker, that is one side of the 
pestion. The hon. member does not want the shopkeepers 
3r even the merchants to get m urtre cent. He wants them 
;o eel1 out the old stock before the new rock comes in. 
Well now, the hon. member was trying so prevent the s h o p  
Leeparr o r  the merchrntr from maldng an extra cent on a 
>int of rice which in my opinion would have mwnt $2.08 
sxtra on a bag of rice. 
L10 p.m. 



Hon. W. A. CRAW FORD: 1 should have mid a pint of 
rice. 

Mr. SMITH: There a re  something llke 204 pints to a 
bag; so if there is an extra cent on each pint, that would 
make roughly about $2.00 a bag extra. But while they are  
trying to prevent the wholesaler from making that, the wor- 
kers are  starving and cannot get a pint of rice. 1 am sure 
the workers would prefer to pay the cent increase and get 
it: but, then, they keep i t  back and the people do not get it. 

Rice is the workingman's food. especially during the 
crop season when workers eat i t  twice a day. (A VOICE: 
That is not true.) The majority of workers eat rice twice 
a &y.Thereare &mewhotell youthat they cannot eat any- 
thing elm. 

The Hon. Premier is trying to prevent the merchants 
from getting thls extra cent. The only way that theGovern- 
ment could have prevented these people from getting thls 
extra cent would have been to summon their inspectors to 
go into the buildings of the wholesalers the same day that 
the Premier delivered his Budget Speech. That is to my, 
the Premier i s  going to announce it this afternoon at four 
o'clock and they visit the warehousesandmakea check to- 
day. Government is saying that they are  notgoing to let the 
cent increase come into effect until the old stock has been 
sold out. I s  that not the reason why from Thursday after 
the Premier announced it, nobody had any rice in stock? 
That is where 1 say the Hon. Premierwas wrong in letting 
the people know that the price of rice would be increased 
before the Government was ready for it.Now, the Govern- 
ment did not want them to get theextra cent before the old 
stock was sold out. Why disclose the priceincrease before 
you were ready? 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 rise on a 
point of order. The hon. member does not seem to under- 
stand the issues at stake. The increase in the price of rice 
comes in consequence of the withdrawal of subsidy. The 
very speech from which the hon. memberisquoting makes 
reference that the new price i s  to be effective on a date to 
be fixed by the Minister under whoseportfolioit comes. If 
the subsidy is going to be withdrawn, i t  is obvious that i t  
could not be withdrawn immeditately, but on the date when 
new stocks are made available to the buying public. The 
gasolene tax was operative the same day because theHouse 
amended the Petroleum Act to make it operative from that 
day. The subsidy is operative at a date to be fixed because 
that i s  the circumstances in which it had to be done. 

Mr. SMITH: The Hon. Minister of Education has said 
that I do not understand, but it is that he does not under- 
stand. This is what I am saying.1 was replying to the Hon. 
Minister of Trade. He is not the Minister of Trade. This 
matter is not under his portfolio but, of course, he would 
have some knowledge. I am deallng with the Hon. MMster 
of Trade. He told us that they didnot want the wholesalers 
to make this extra cent on the price of rice before the new 
price had come into effect, and that they were waiting until 
the old stock had been sold out and the new stock had come 
in. I am saying to him, if that is true, the Hon. Premier 
should not have announced it then. If the Hon. Premier did 
not mention anything about i t  and he had only said that the 
subddy would be withdrawn, nobody would have taken i t  so 
seriously a s  to hide the rice.They may not have taken it 
to mean to hold back their hand. l am not accusing anybody 
for hidlngit . Here it is, l have a bag of rice in nock. I hear 
a percentage i s  gdng to be added on to it. I am not going 
to keep that 100 bags at me. If you are  my friend, 1 am 
sendlng i t  down to you and you will let it stay in your pr-  
age for me. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD. Mr. Deputy Speaker, I r i m  
on a point of order. I must confessthat the hon. member is 
conceding procticeswhichtheGovernment never envfmger. 
The Government acted on the premiscthat shopkeepersare 
honeat men, and that people like the hon, junior m e m k r  for 
St. Jomph are  so hones that they would not attempt to rob 
the people ia this dishoneat manner. If that is his e x p e r  
ience, lf that is Ns conception, all the shopkeeper8 a re  

wrong and they a re  rogues and vagabonds.lf a few of them 
adopt these practices, the majority a r e  honest men and 
would not seek to exploit the dtuation overwhich the Gov- 
ernment has no control. It was not through us that the BA- 
t i l  Gulana Government increased the price of rice. 

Mr. SMITH: He felt so sure that everybody was honest 
and he could do it. Why did he anticipate ...... 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: The hon. member accused us 
of folly in announcing beforehandthat the price of rice would 
go up subsequently.1n o&herwords. we tookthe shopkeepers 
a s  honest men. If they were honest, they would not have ex- 
ploited it. 

Mr. WITH: The Hon. Minister is all  right. He is prov- 
ing to me how foolish the Government is by putting butter 
in the way of a cat. The Hon. Minister can talk of all the 
dishonesty he likes; I have not accused any shopkeeper of 
being dishonest, but 1 am sure the Hon. Premier said in 
here that shopkeepers give 14 ozs. for a pound. (A 
VOICE: What did he say?) He said that in here and you 
never said one word. The hon. junior member for St. 
Philip, the hon. senlor member for St. George, and the hon. 
junior member for St. John never said one word when the 
Premier mid that. 

Mr. W E :  Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 r i se  on a point of 
order. 1 remember carefully the remarks which the Hon. 
Premier said on that occadon. He said that some s h o p  
keepers give 14 02s. for a pound. I was not in that cate- 
gory; therefore I did not have toarrest  that Statement. If 1 
remember correctly, the Hon. Premier used the term rel- 
ative to the hon. junior member for St. Joseph, and the hon. 
junior member for St. Joseph never said a word about it. 
That is an absolute fact. (L oughter). 
4.20 p.m. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 really want to be 
modest and 1 will be modest with the hon. senior member 
for St. George; but if he wants to be on the oppodte side, 
I will get intothe ringwith him. (L WGH TER), (Mr. UIWE: 
Get inl) 

Mr. DEPUI'Y SPEAKER: There will be no referee in 
this ring. 

Mr. SMITH: It would be an advantage for me to take a 
sledge hammer to M11 a fly. I got up here and replied to the 
Hon. Premier when he referred to these shopkeepers; I 
even said that there a r e  members of the Hon. Premier's 
Party who would not my a word and yet the hon. senior 
member for St. George gets up in here and says that 1 did 
not say a word about that. Lord have mercy1 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER knocked the gavel. 

Mr. SMITH: 1 want the hon. senior member for St. 
George to be modest; for all thatthey do and say, 1 am not 
afraid of them. 

The Premier in his Financial Statement and Budget 
Proposals went on to say thia- 

"The principal measures whlch I propose should be 
taken to balance our budget are: consumption taxes on 
aerated and mineral water, cigarettes and gasolene; and 
reduction of the rice rrubddy. 1 shall a l m  propose other 
measures to improve our position. 

About 50 million bottles of aerated andmineralwater 
are  drunk in this Island in a year, and it is not unreason- 
able to ask the people who imbIbe these beverages to contrl- 
bute one cent on each bottle to the Revenue. To give effect 
to thls propoaal, a consumption duty of 16 cents a gallon 
will be imposed with effect from tomorrow." 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, that is the consumption tax on 
beverages; that is imposed with effect from tomorrow, but 
when i t  comes to rice, i t  war not with effect from tomorrow. 
1 take i t  that beverages a re  soft drinks. Hon. members on 
the oppodte dde  can put i t  a s  they llke, but 1 take i t  that 



50 million bottles of aeratedandmineral waterare drunk in 
this island a year and they w e n  never taxed. That is why 
the Premier saw fit to tax the people's water. When l am 
speaking l am thinking about the working-classpeople, be- 
cause 1 know them and l know how they live. l t  may be that 
the majority of them donot pay water rates, but the Water- 
works Department has put up the water rate about % in 
the case of one manat leastwho used to pay a rate of $3.78 
and now he hasto pay $9.80.Theworldng-class people have 
their children attending the schools and the most of this 
drink is being consumed by children. What have you done? 
You have increased the cow of living for these children. I 
have termed this Government a s  being wicked and foolish 
and 1 will come to the other thing. The Hon. Premier did 
not only say that the increase will be one cent per bottle, 
but he went on further and said that the consumption duty 
would be 16 cents per gallon. If i t  was merely a cent a 
bottle it would mean that the fellow who used the small 
bottle would have to pay an additional cent; but i f  you a re  
going by the quantity then you will have to pny more money 
for a King size than you will have to pay for a small dze 
because it is a question of the gallon. If i t  were not by the 
gallon and the Premier had said one cent per bottle, the 
makers could only charge one cent per gallon o r  half gill. 
No sooner than you mention this increase per gallon it 
would mean that increase per gallon; if the amount in  a 
small size bottle merits one cent increase and a family 
size merits  1 1/4 cents, you will have to say one penny 
because there are  no quarter cents.There again, you could 
term that p a n  a s  being foolish. 

1 wasatHoly1nnocentsin St. Thomas sometime ago and 
1 met a man who was not from St. Thomas; otherwise 1 
would be sure where he would be casting his  vote on the 
next occasion. However, he asked me: "Do you mean to 
say that you make me pay forty-fivecentsmore a week for 
my children's drink at  schooll" He is a policeman and he 
had to pay forty-five cents on that drink only. 

At this stage, i t  now being 4.30 p.m., o f  the clock, 

Mr. DEPVTY SPEALER: I t  i s  now 4.30 p.m. of the 
clock, the time when Private Members' Businesscomesto 
an end. 

GOVERNMENT BUSNESS 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: WhentheHouse wasconsider- 
ing Government Business on the last occasion, the House 
was in Committee of Supply. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair and the House 
resumed Committee of Supply, MR. BATSON in the Chair. 

ADVANCE TO THE UNIVRSTY OF THE 
WEST INDlES 

Mr. CHAIRMAN: On the last occasion when the House 
was in Committee of Supply, we were considering a Re- 
solution for the sum of $81,600 relative to the advance of 
funds to the University of the West lndies and to meet the 
cost of modification of buildings and other capital costs of 
establishing a College of Arts  and Science in Barbados. 
Does any other hon. member want tocontribute to this de- 
bate before the Hon. Minister replies? (After a Pause). 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, the point raised by 
the hon. junior member for S. George, a s f a r  a s  l can re- 
member, is always taken care of in the information which 
has been given in the Addendum to this Resolution. Of 
this sum of $81,600 which it is proposed to advance to the 
University of the West lndies i f  the House gives i t s  a p  
proval to it, the sum of $24,000 is removable from the 
temporary to the permanent site when it is ready, and the 
books which have to be put in for temporary purposes will 
be taken to the permanent sitewhenitis ready. Therefore, 
the University has no reason to feara dead loss o r  any loss 
a t  al l  with respect to i t s  outlay on our property. 
4.30 p.m. 

Equipment which is not moveable, of course, isanother 
matter, but the House will appreciate that the University 
is well versed in these matters, andwilltherefore so out- 
lay i t s  expenditure, that not only will i t  purchase and es- 
tablish what is of more than passing value, but it will es- 
tablish the son of equtpment which can be used not only on 
a temporary site, but elsewhere. 

one  last point, Sir. In a s  much a s  the Government of 
Barbados is being asked, when this Resolution passes, to 
make this advancement of funds from the Treasury which 
will be reimbursed to. us, i t  is also a condition which the 
Government laid down that there will be a sub-Committee 
appointed consisting of the Financial Secretary, the Per- 
manent Secretary to the Ministry of Education, andthe Di- 
rector of Public Works, and these three will meet with 
representatives of the University so that they can satisfy 
themselves astothe cost of these projectson the temporary 
site. I t  is true, a s  1 mid, that this money is going to be re- 4 
funded to us, but there isno reason because of that for this 
Government not to see that the expenditures a re  justified. 

1 beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: 1 beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

On the motion of Hon. J. C. TUDOR, seconded by 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the 

passing of two Resolutions in Committee of Supply, and 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported 
accordingly. 

On separate motions of Hon. I .  C. TUDOR, seconded 

in each case by Hon. A. DaC EDWARDS, the Resolutions 
were read a first and second time and agreed to. 

RESOLUI'lON TO APPROVE AGREEMENT BE- 
TW EEN HlLTON HOTELS INTERNATIONAL 

1NCORPORATlON AND THE BMiaADOS 
DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. ~ e p u t y  Speaker, the 
next item on the Order Paper i s to  resume debate on a Re- 
solution to approve the Agreement between Hilton Hotels 
lnternational lncorporated and the Barbados Development 
Board. 

1 think, Sir, that so far  a s  1 recollect, 1 have covered 
al l  of the sensible points raised by hon. members in dis- 
cussing this matter, and there is very little more to be said 
except that 1 should like to say that prognostications a re  
relatively cheap, and it i s  an easy matterfor one to be un- 
duly optimistic about this o r  any other matter, but in this 
respect the Government is being g-dded by the actual ex- 
perience of the operation of ~ i l t b n  Hotels all over the 
world. The system under which the Barbados Hilton will 
operate is completely similar to the operation of other 
Hilton Hotels International. So far  a s  we know, no Hilton 
Hotel lnternational has been a failure, and furthermore the 
Hilton people themselves a re  so jealous about preserving 
a reputation for operating hotels in a financially success- 
ful manner, that they will not dream of entering a contract 
for operating a hotel unless al l  the indicationsare that the 
venture is going to be successful. We entertain no appre- 
hension actually of the result of the Barbados Hilton like 
the operation of the other hotels, and this fear expressed 
by some hon. members a s  to whether o r  not already exist- 
ing hotels will be able to continue operation and repay 
the Government the money they borrowed from it, is not 
entertained by us at all. 

To the contrary, Sir, we feelthatthe best way of help- 
ing them to repay their loans in the shortest possible time 
is by the operation of the Hilton, because the effect which 
the operation of Hilton will have on our tourist trade will be 
of incalculable assistance to them. This has been the ex- 
perience of Hilton everywhere and the experience of the 
Trinidad hotels which I do know did suffer some operational 
deficiency$ financially speaking. In consequence of the en- 
trance into the hotel field, the Hotel Hilton reflected to 

Irs, 



some extent the manner in which the Trinidad hotels were 
operating and the prices they were charging, becaure they 
were  charglng in many cases higher pricesthanHilton for 
inferior service, and therefore it followed a s  a natural 
consequence that the viaitor would go to a hotel which of- 
fered the maximum service a t  the minimum cost. 

Finally, Sir, 1 can do no more in concluding my re- 
marks than quote from a Puerto Rico publication and a 
Trinidad publication with reference to the operating of 
Hilton in these places. I quoted lastweeka letter from the 
Management of the Trinidad Hilton in rebuttal of the ma- 
licious and completely unwarranted statements inthe local 
P r e s s  to the effect that the Trinidad Hilton was losing 
money. 
4.40 p.m. 

He said in his statement which'was also published i n  
the local new apapers that far  from loalng money the Trini- 
dad Hilton had averaged for the nine months which i t  had 
been in operation over 75 per cent occupancy and that Port 
of Spain would not have been able to have the group and 
conventional business already booked unless they had a 
hotel of the Hilton calibre with convention facilities and 
banquet rooms; and the forecast for 1963 for the Trinidad 
Hilton was that the Hotel would generate a minimum of 
$1 112 million in Trinidad in hard currency. He then said 
that the Industrial Development Corporation which was 
running the hotel said that the Trinidad one had realised 
a profit on its operations month by month. 

With regard to the Puerto Rico Hilton, the statement 
by the Puerto Rico Development Board is tothe effect that 
although they had a hotel there before they had the Hilton 
Hotel, tourism in Puerto Rico started with the Hilton Hotel. 
The Government built it for Mr. Conrad Hilton to run and 
at the time there were some peoplewhothought that it was 
mere folly. It has been a resounding success ever since. 
I t s  reservations for the Christmas season @art off during 
the month of June and they a re  sold out by July o r  August. 
The Puerto Rican authorities say that the tourist trade 
started with the Hilton from 45,000 visitors in 1949. They 
now have 362,000 a year and the traffic is so great that they 
a r e  building new hotel accommodation. Last year, they had 
2,000 new hotel rooms added. 

Sir, there were two points raised by the hon. senior 
member for St. Peter to which 1 do not need to reply par- 
ticularly a s  he i s  not here. l should have liked him to be 
here, The only point which1 have not replied to was a state- 
ment by somebody over on the other side to the effect that 
the Development Board has loaned out millions of dollars 
to local hoteliers. The sum owed by local hoteliers i s  less 
than $400,000 and in almost allinstancesthey a re  paying it 
back. While it is true, a s  has been said by the hon. senior 
member for St. Peter, a t  first the impact of the tourist dol- 
la r  may not be a s  obviousas that from sugar, yet will it is 
there. The fact is that the tourist dollar is so diversified 
and spreads through so many channels of the community, 
through the taxi drivers, curiosity sellers, your shops in 
Bridgetown and your restaurants. You could not support the 
restaurants in the Island without your tourist trade. Tour- 
ists come in and have to be fed and they buy clothes and 
food. All these things reflect in our imports apart, of 
course, from our direct employment. As  a matter of fact, 
hon. members must have had direct knowledge of the a p  
preciable large number of people who are  employedduring 
the tourist season, and after the hotels a r e  empty they Q 
almost nothing until the winter season starts  again. How- 
ever, there is hardly one commodity utilisedin the country 
that the volume would not fall resulting in a decrease in 
Government's revenue were it not for the fact of this ex- 
panding number of people who come to the Island a s  
tourists. 

We feel with the construction of the Hotel Hilton, this 
country would increase in the number of tourists coming 
here and they would be contributing a proportionate in- 
crease to the Colony's income from tourism. There would 

*- also be increased employment. and the overall feature is 
that the economy of the Island mu= benefit from this ven- 
ture which the Government has taken up a t  this time. No 

one wants to aS8ume the role of a prophet, neither does one 
want to be accuaed of attempting to foresee the future nor 
to pontificate on what the position is likely to be. Neither 
the Government nor the Hilton people would have undertaken 
this venture if they were not convinced of i t s  ultimate 
success. 

The question that the Resolution do now pass was 
put and resolved in the offinnative wit hout division. 

RESOLUIlON TO SNCTION AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN GOVERNOR-IN-EXECUrlVE 

OOMMllTEE AND B.U.O.C. LTD. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the Hon. Minister of Trade: to move 
the passing of a Resolution to sanctionanAgreement made 
on the 19th of October, 1962, between the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee and the Barbados Union Oil Co. Ltd. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: The next Item on the Order 
Paper is a Resolution to sanction an Agreement made on 
the 19th October, 1962, between the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee and the Barbados Union Oil Co. Ltd. 

Now, Sir, 1 want to begin by repeating what I said last 
week in presenting another matter in respect to a point 
made by the hon. junior member for St. Joseph that the 
Government slgned an Agreement, and the House is now 
being informed about it. 1 want to clear the atmosphere at 
the beginning by saying that although the Agreement has 
been signed, legally i t  has no validity a t  al l  unless i t  is 
ratified by the Legislature. This Agreementwas brought to 
the House almost immediately after it was signed between 
the two contracting parties, whichisa procedure completely 
unlike what has happened when Esso signed an Agreement 
with the Government for bunkering a t  the Deep Water Har- 
bour o r  the case with the Agreement between the Govern- 
ment and Costain's people for building the Deep Water 
Harbour. 

Now. Sir, the motivating factors which influenced the 
Government to enter into WsAgreement a r e  several. In the 
first instance, i t  was a question of employment. The Bar- 
bados Union Oil Company now employs about 118 people 
and those people a r e  now actually employed every other 
month. Work is not sufficient to  keep them in employment 
every month in the year: andwhileitis true that we under- 
stand that the staff is being paid although it is not working 
throughcut the year, the fact remains that in order to do this 
the company claims that they a re  losing money. For the 
last two years, according to their Balance Sleet, they have 
lost about three hundred thousand dollars - approximately 
$150,000 a year - and instructions were given to wind the 
company up and eventually to close it down. 

Apart from this question of employment, one other 
motivating factor was the question of savingsin our balance 
of payments. 
4.50 p.m. 

Obviously, if we import petroleum products whichare 
already refined, we have to spend more money than if we 
imported the crude petroleum and refinedit here.There is 
no reason why this country which has a population of one 
quarter of a million people and with its high utilisation of 
petroleum products should not take advantage of a small 
refinery and expand it to take care of our requirements. 1 
know that there will be a lot of opposition by Trinidad re- 
finers if we take this step, but Trinidad is doing now what 
we propose to do. At the moment, we a r e  importing $2 mily 
lion a year in petroleum products from Trinidad. and the 
crude Is not indigenous Trinidadcrude. As  far  a s  I remem- 
ber, almost of the crudeproduct refinedin Trinidad is 
imported from Venezuela and from the Middle East, and 
there is no justifiable reason why, with our own economy 
to expand, we should dt here andallowTrinidad to import 
the crude product from the Middle East and send i t  out 
here a s  the refined product. In this connection, there has 
been some talk about Trinidad and the victimisation of 
Barbadians who work in the Trinidad Oil Fields. The Bar- 
padians who a r e  now worldng in the Oil Fields in Trinidad 
have been there before the War o r  during the War. Under 



the Trinidad Constitution a period of two yearss residence 
will entitle you to apply for Trinidadian citizenship.Trini- 
dad has not been recruiting workers from Barbados for a 
long time and, a s  a matter of fact, they a r e  chasing out 
people; but a Barbadian can remain inTrinidad by applying 
for Trinidad citizenship a s  long a s  he has been there for 
two years. 

Another motivating factor in inducing the Government 
of Barbados to enter into this Agreement is the question of 
taxation. Right now with consumption a s  it is, with no ex- 
pansion, if the Agreement is put intoeffect, we will collect 
no less than$100,000a yearinIncomeTax from the British 
Union Oil Company people; and the forecast is that in less  
than ten years we should be collecting no l e s s  than half a 
million dollars from the erection of the factory. The profits 
made out of petroleum products from Trinidad go to me11 
their taxation coffers and we get nothing. Even Antigua with 
one quarter of our population and without any semblance 
of an oil refinery is interested in refiningpetroleum in the 
country; why Phould we not be entitledtodo the same thing 
especially when there is a m a l l  operation in our midst? 
There a re  countries which exist purely on the basis of 
refining oil, and one such country is Curacao. Numbers of 
West Indians have found work in Curacao and this refining 
gives rise to additional industries. In the case of the local 
company, when we first started negotiations, we discussed 
with them - the Hon. Premier and myself - in New York 
the possibility not only of extending the refinery eventually 
but of further industrial development. 1 am eatisfiedin my 
mind that the present generationandfuturegenerationswill 
have to regard any Government in this country a s  being 
purely obscurantist o r  lacking in vision not to utilise the 
opportunity which is presenting itself to take advantage of 
the active existence of a small refinery and expanding i t  
to the point where i t  can provide nearly al l  of our petroleum 
requirements. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the delay in asking the Legislature 
to ratify this Agreement was due to the fact, a s  has al- 
ready been explained by the Hon. Premier on the floor of 
this House, that the distributing companies, namely Esso, 
Shell and Texaco who will have to buy the petroleum pro- 
ducts from the local company, did not agree with the 
principle; but this Agreement is almost exactly similar in 
every respect to the Agreement reached between Jamaica 
and Esso for the erection of a refinery in Jamaica. The 
requirements of Jamaica come fromTrinidad.The delay in 
asking the Legislature to ratify this Agreementwasdue to 
the fact that we were giving other distributing companies 
time to reach agreement with Mobil Oil with regard to the 
conditions under which thisAgreementwil1 take place. Moat 
of these companies have distillations here, andtheirentire 
operations have been geared on the basis of the importation 
of their requirements, and this will require some change if 
the structure of the operation is so fundamentally altered. 
We have therefore been giving them time to try to get 
together with Mobil o i l  and try to iron out any difficulties 
which may exist between themselves with regard to the 
acquisition of their supplies from the domestic company. 
5.00 pm.  

Now before1 pass on to the actual text of the Agreement 
itself and a detailed examination of the outstanding points 
in the Agreement. Just let me soy in passing, Slr, that aris- 
ing out of the expansion of the refinery, two additional in- 
dustries a re  possible. With an extension in the amount of 
crude which Mobil would now have to import for refinery 
purposes to supply a l l  our requirements, i t  is possible for 
Barbados to start manufacturing fertilisers.InTrinidad the 
various fertiliser companies manufacture fertilisersfrom 
natural gas. We havenot got available suppliesfrom natural 
gas for that purpose here, but our imports of fertilisers 
a r e  very high, and 1 myself have seenin Puerto Rico about 
four years ago a fertiliser plant ope~ t ingpure ly  from im- 
ported crude. The basisof the operationisthe actual saving 
in transportation costa from importing crude petroleurnin 
bulk a s  against importing fertilisers in bags. This in one 
of those clear cases where the economics of bulk trans- 
portation can actually give rise toinduariol locationin the 
same manner PS if you had the raw materials locally pro- 
duced, because the economies in bulk transportation ere m 

great that so long a s i t  is possible, you can import your raw 
material, process i t  locally and sell at a competitive price 
which will operate, for instance, in the case of a flour 
mill where the cost of importingwheatinbulk is one quar- 
t e r  of thepriceof importingflourinbags. You charter your 
ship and pump the product into the hold; i t  is loaded auto- 
matically and discharged automatically with a resultant 
considerable reduction in transportation costs. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, to get back to this, 1 said that 
imports of crude petroleum will reach a volume where we 
can with ease increase the amount to bring in enough to 
produce at least sulphate of ammonia here from the import- 
ed crude; and therefore if Trinidad wants to get annoyed 
because she is going to lose her fertiliser trade i n  Barbados 
whlch she has enjoyed for the last few years, that i s  her 
affair, and we should be completely lacking in occupying the 
position we occupy if we allowed the feelings of an outside 
independent territory under given circumstances to prevent 41 
us from taking al l  the steps we can to expand our own 
economy. 

The other industry, Sir, is the question of utilising our 
bagasse for the manufacture of hardboard.1 am not talking 
now about the proposed industry of Mr. Cottrell in which 
the manufacture of roofing tiles isprojectedfrom bagasse. 
Even Mr. Cottrell's proposed industry could only utilise 
about one-tenth of our available bagasse supplies. At the 
moment we produce about 220,000 tons of bagasse a year 
and the factories utilise about 160,000 tons now for fuel. 
Early last year1 had discussionswith a number of factories 
on this, and they too agreed they much preferred to use 
o i l  to fuel and would be willing to convert from bagasse 
to oil a s  fuel provided they got a market for  the bagasse. 
Well, we have been fortunate enough to have been able to 
run up against an operationat present working in one of the 
Central American territories converting bagasse into 
hard board in which a new system is in operation, and in 
which the expenditure involved for producing an economic 
plant is by no means beyond the resources from local 
capital. It is a new enterprise, and there a r e  certain local -4 

sugar factories now interested in acquiring the equipment. 
The m& difficulty is in getting a market for the hard 
b a r d  we will produce, because the minimum output from 
this plant would be more than what the Island can absorb. 
We a r e  working now in an endeavour to find markets for 
the production, because if we can do this, i t  means we can 
start  production almost immediately. There i s a  big market 
in the United States which Cuba used to supply. of course 
Cuba is not supplying now, but the Americans themselves, 
in Florida where they have expanded sugar cultivation, 
manufacture hard board from bagasse forthe local market. 

I just mentioned that in passing because thismatter of 
a refinery and industrial development of this son introduces 
a sort of chain reaction, and when you start  on an enter- 

prlae like this, i t  means that you a r e  presented with o p  
portunities for industrial expansion which normally you 
would not be presented with in the ordinary course of 
industrial development with industries of an entirely dif- 
ferent nature. Oil being the basic thing that it is, and the 
important commodity which it is, a condderable expansion 
is possible. 

Now to get to the text of theAgreement itself, Sir, the 
first article refers to the grant of authority, the second 
to  the imponation of machinery and equipment, because the 
company has the right to import machinery and equipment 
for the refinery under specified conditions. These will be 
free of Customs duties, taxes and other charges, except 
charges under the Barbados Harbours Act, 1960. Article 3 
deals with importation and exportation of crude petroleum 
and petroleum products, and Article 4 dealswiththe mar- 
keting. Under Article 4, Sir, a company isobligated to sup 
ply full requirements for petroleum and petroleum products 
of the Island from the refinery, and the products listed here 
a re  gasolene, kerosine, dinillates, fuel oils, asphalt and 
asphalt products. 
5.10 p.m. 

."* 
You will notice that the U a s  of products maker no re- 

ference to Bunker C fuel which in needed for a p s  coming to 
% 



bunker here for the reason that bunkering oil fuel is .l- 
ready imported under the Agreement by Esso 9undprdgll 
who haw the contract for bunkering shipsat the Deep Water 
Harbour. Then there is the queaon  of a ce- typ of 
aviation fuel which the Barbados Union Oil Company would 
not be able to supply at the beginning, and which we will 
continue to import. This Article also imposes penalties for 
failure of the company to meet the colony's requirements 
in the asphalt products. 

Article five deals with the Refinerylncentive. Youwill 
notice in paragraph (A) that theGovernment agreesto pro- 
vide certain incentives to the Company, in the form of a p  
plication of a fiscal system which encouragesthe purchase 
by all  marketing companies in Barbados of their require- 
ments for petroleum products in Barbados from the 
Refinery. 

I t  also deals with the imposition of a consumption wx 
of not less than six cents (Eastern Caribbean Currency) per 
wine gallon to be levied by the Government on gasoleneq 
kerosine, distillates, fuel oils, asphalts and asphalt pro- 
ducts entered for consumpion in Barbadoswhich ra te is  to 
be the same whether the petroleum products a re  imported 
into Barbados or purchased from the) Company. In the case 
of products purchased from the Company. The Company 
a l l  discharge the obligation for such consumpdon tax, and, 
in the case of petroleum products imported, such consump 
don tax shall be paid by the importer of such petroleum 
product S. 

You will also see in paragraphs (3) and(4) the manner 
in which the Company withwhich the Government i s  a party 
in this Agreement is exempted from the consumption tax 
obligations in the manner provided in the paragraph pre- 
ceding. 

Now, Sir, Article Six deals with Restrictions and 
Limitations of the Company. At paragraph (B) i t  is stated 
that the Company shall keep suchaccounts in respect of i t s  
operation under this Agreement a s  the Comptroller of Cus- 
toms of Barbados shall prescribe. At (C) it is stated that 
the Company shall pay such fees or other charges for 
supplying marine fuel to vessels a s  may be prescribed by 
law. At (D) i t  is stated that the Company shall file with the 
Government monthly returns within fifteen deys following 
the end of each month showing the amounts of marine fuel 
sold and delivered to vessels a s  shipsbunkeredduring the 
preceding month. At (E) The Company shall permit 
Government throughitsduly authorised and properly identi- 
fied agents o r  repkenta t ives  to enter andinspectthe re- 
finery installations at reasonable intervals during ordinary 
business hours. 

Now, it is also agreed to that the Company at all times 
shall be and remain a Bpitish Company registeredin Great 
Britain or a territory within the British Commonwealthand 
having i t s  registered office within the United Kingdom or  
any such territory. 

Now, this paragraph is very important.lt isparagraph 
(1). The Company is compelled to give preference to 
Barbadians in the staffing of a refintng operation to the 
extent that persons are  available who, in the Company's 
judgment, have the qualifications and skills necessary to 
perform efficiently the duties and discharge the respon- 
sibilities of the positions involved and shall undertake to 
pay to such employees, and shall require i t s  agents and 
assigns to pay to those regularly engaged in service and 
budness under thie Agreement, wages commensuratewith 
prevailing wages paid by other employers of Barbadian 
labour for like job requirements, spch prevailing wages 
to & determined by the Company who will m a b  actual 
-eys of the labour market from time to time. In thie 
connection the Company underrakes to provide troiningfor 
nrh Barbadian labour a s in i t s  judgment is adequate to car- 
ry out the objectives of the use of such labour a s  stated 
above. 

In other words, included in the Agreement is a com- 
puldon to require the Company to accord priority of em- 
ployment to Barbadians for a11 the refinery operationsand 

a l m  to provide wages and the nccescrory training for them 
to efficiently carry out the Company's operations. 

Article &wen -1s with the Ancillary Rights of the 
company. 

Article Eight &ale with Right of Transfer andthe vest- 
fng of UMlides  and so on in the person, o r  the Company 
to whom the Company is transferring i t s  rights. 

Article Nine spells out the effective date and term of 
the Agmment. This Agreement shall be effective from the 
date on which the Britfah Union Oil Company Oil Station 
Act, 1919, is repealed and legislation has been finally 
pa seed and approved implementing the terms and provi dons  
of this Agreement. Initially, the Agreement willlastfor 25 
yeare, provided however that a t  any time prior to twelve 
months before the termination of such initial period, the 
Company shall have the right to apply to the Government to 
renew &Agreement for a periodof not less than ten years. 

Article 10 refers to the penalty by a party to the Agree- 
ment i f  they fail to carry out the terms of the Agreement. 

Article 11 deals with Arbitration and Article 12 flows 
from there. Article 13 deals with the Applicable Law and 
Article 14 deals with a matter which 1 referred to earlier 
a s  regards the purchase of fuel oilsasare used for bunker- 
ing vessels. 

As 1 have said, not so long ago, an Agreement had 
been signed with Esso giving them the dght  for bunkering 
at the Deep Water Harbour. 

Now, Sir, the Addendum explains in detail al l  of the 
basic provisions of the Agreement, and 1 shall like to draw 
attention to paragraph six where i t  is stated that revenue- 
wise the Government will incur no loss. In fact, it is es- 
timated, on the basis of the 1961 import statistics, that 
the payments to be made by the Company under Article 4, 
paragraph H, will yieldapproximately $17,000 more than the 
revenue derived from import duties on crude petroleum, 
petroleum products and ingredients used in refinery oper- 
ations. 

In other words, what this means is that normally 
petroleum products imported pay a certain amount of duty, 
and when this Agreement starts  to operate, naturally, there 
will be no funher importation and no customs duties to be 
collected. That is why we a re  levying a consumption tax. 
But under the new system of collecting revenue from the 
local operation, although we a re  going to lose all the import 
duties which we formerly got, we actually a r e  going to 
collect $17,000 more, which meansthat if the existing posi- 
tion were to remain, we would lose this amount per year 
which we would collect whenwe put this new Agreement into 
effect. 

Paragraph 7 of the Addendum sets out that expansion 
of the existing refinery facilities will be necessary. That 
will provide steady year-round employment for the exi sting 
employees of the refinery and will also create new jobs. 

Sir, you will recall that 1 said that the employees are  
not now steadily employed 
5.20 p.m. 

That has been the position for the lasttwo years: they 
are  employing people when they Q nothing. Probably the 
hon. senior member for St. Peter will be able to substanti- 
ate this because I think that al l  the employees there are  
members of the Barbados Workers' Union. I hope that the 
hon. memberwill return to his seat before the consideration 
of this Resolution is concluded None of us could be so 
fatuous a s  to imagine that this situation would have con- 
tinued for  any appreciable length of time, wherea company 
would employ people and pay them for doing nothing. I may 
say that the situation is only continuing because the Com- 
pany has been assured that the Government had this Agree- 
ment under consideration andwould put it into effect a s  soon 
a s  we thought we had given the Company and the other dis- 
tributing companies time to get together and resolve all of 
their distribution problems. 

As to the Agreement, we will ensure that there will be 
no repercussions from any applications under G.A.T.T. 



Paragraph 9 of the Addendum to the Resolution summarizes 
the main provisions of the Agreement and sates them gen- 
erally. I do not think 1 need say anything more a t  this stage 
except with regard to the prices. The Company is required 
to make available the products to which I have referred in 
bulk quantities to the marketing companies in Barbados a t  
prices corresponding to the prices for similar imported 
products. In other words, the fact that Shell, Esso and 
Texaco will have to buy their stocks of petroleum from the 
local Company, would not put them at  any disadvantage since 
the local Company is obligated to sell them at  prices a t  
which they could obtain these products elsewhere. The oil 
industry issues monthly a publication which fixes the world 
price for petroleum products, petroleum diesel and that 
sort of thing, and the local Company is tied by the price 
which is fixed a t  this international standard so that the 
local distributing companies a re  not placed a t  any dis- 
advantage with regard to the price a t  which they will get 
their supplles from the local refinery. Although the Agree- 
ment is for an initial period of twenty-five years, there is 
provision for renewal for an additional period of ten years. 
The Agreement also covers the point ensuring the quality 
of the locally-refined products. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker.1 think that that is all  I need say 
on this Resolutionat this stage. l therefore beg to move that 
this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. C E. TALMA: I beg to second that. 

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 have listened 
most carefully to the reasons which inspired the Govern- 
ment to make this Agreement with the Barbados Union 
Oil Company a s  set out by the Hon. Minister, and in some 
respects the matter needed to be investigated most care- 
fully, considering that we a re  embarking on giving assis- 
tance wherever possible toindustry o r  industrieswhich set 
up their place of operation in this island. We do not agree 
that that state of affairs should obtain for one industry and 
not for the other. We welcome them all, but we must look 
forward to see ifwe a r e  not bendingover backwards to give 
assistance to other industries to the eventual detriment of 
us all. Oil is a most important commodity a t  al l  times in 
our lives and i t  is the more soin War time; but for indus- 
t r ia l  expansion you do need an adequate supply of fuel of 
whatever nature i t  may be, and a t  very competitive prices. 
That iswhat we should keepinmindat a l l  d m e s  in assisting 
an industry because i t  is established in Barbados and be- 
cause it gives employment to many people; and while some- 
thing should be done to prevent us from losing $17,000 a 
year, we must examine very closely to see that in the long 
run we a re  not the ultimate losers. 

We a r e  embarking on a programme of industrialisation; 
we a re  bringing to our shores experts who a r e  trained in 
that line and who willeventually advise theGovernment and 
these industrialists a s  to the types of industrieswhich can 
economically be established in Barbados. One of these 
industries comes to our mind and it has for a long time 
engaged the attention of Barbados; that is, the turning of 
bagasse into hardboard. We have bagasse here and we use 
160,000 tons out of 200,000 tons of it. When these sugar 
factories are  converted to the use of oil and we have 
available the mw material in the form of hgarae ,  that 
item can play its part in developing a new industry of which 
we have al l  heard so much. 
5.30 p.m. 

We have heard of the economic8 of that, and 1 do hope, 
if not this year, o r  i na  few years, eventually we would find 
an answer to that and therefore have user for that begasse 
in something other than fuel, becauw i t  would be adding 
another indusry to the Irland whereby the economy would 
be built up. Before we can do that, we have to be assured 
that the price for oil in Barbados would be a t  an economic 
level. When you eliminate competition, and that is what 1 
fear, there ir a h.Mt of prices rising; and no matter how 
careful the Government may lookinto the matter, they have 
no mean8 of controlling o r  bringing the pricer to what they 
should be. I t  ir not mom thanfour years ago that thir -me 
oil compny was the wle supplier of heavy oil for indurtry. 
Today it rrrpplles oil to the Electric Company, to the 

refineries and to any big user of heavy-type oil, and when 
they were the only marketers of that oil, the price was 
extremely high; but a s  soon a s  Esmcamein  and put up an 
installation fo r  that same type of oil, the price dropped and 
has remained down. The oil companies may argue that that 
was because of world condltionq but that has been brought 
about by competition. If you give any single organisation o r  
businessman the free run of a market, he just cannot help 
himself, and the inefficiencies that he would develop by not 
having competition will be passed on to the consumer. 
Competition is a nice thing in a market, and 1 do agree 
that some form of assistance should be given to a local 
industry. 1 am not concerned about Trinidad and having to 
buy their products. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Trinidad had a wonderful opportu- 
nity of keeping these markets for herself if she had 
remained in the Federation, but she elected to go out; so 1 
am not thinking of the Government of Trinidad o r  any other e 
oil company. 1 do say, however, that we should preserve 
Competition especially for a commodity a s  preciousas oil. 
By these arrangements the other three oil companies that 
a r e  now marketing petroleum products in Barbados will 
have to go and buy from this oil company, the Barbados 
Union Oil Company. They will be compelled to do so be- 
cause there a re  clauses in this that i f  they continue to 
import, a tax will be placed on them, and if that is inade- 
quate, Government can step i t  up again until they are  
brought to their knees and compelled to buy from the oil 
company that we have in this Island. 

The Hon. Minister of Trade statedthatthisAgreement 
is identical with the Agreement of the Jamaica Government 
which was signed with Essoin Jamaica.lnone very impor- 
tant respect it is not so, and it is that the Jamaica Agree- 
ment leaves the door open for another >efinery if the 
possibility should arise. I t  is not left exclusively to one oil 
company, but the door has been left open, in the event the 
Jamaica Government wanted to establish a refinery them- 
selves o r  in partnership with someone else. That might have 
been the very reason why 1 saidyou should not tie yourself r* 
entirely to one horse. If they found that Esso in Jamaica 
was abusing their rights, and through the price structure 
were eliminating competition with the other marketing 
organisations maybe a t  great expense to themselves, the 
door was left open for them to join with another oil com- 
pany, maybe, in another name, to bring competition back 
into Jamaica. That is a very important clause that was left 
out of the Barbados Agreement. You haw not left the door 
open that much. (Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD. What is the 
number of that clause?)lt isnot in the Barbados Agreement 
but i t  is in the Jamaica Agreement. 

Now when we learn that the Barbados Unicn Oil Com- 
pany employs 118 peo2le in the l &an4 though we a r e  in 
sympathy with them in having topay a year's wages for six 
months' work in many caseswhich resultsin this great loss 
they a r e  suffering and they have my sympathy for that 
let us remember that the other three marketing orga6isa- 
tions in Barbados do employ labour; and if by chance the k 
other three should disappear in this sruggle, it  would mean 
a consolidation into one compny and the loss of labour 
a s  a result in the Island, because if four people were doing 
buslness for X persons and you centrallsedthe businesses 
into one, i t  would be a very fooliah company that certainly 
could not cut back i t s  overhead. 
5.40 pm.  

Hon. W. A. CRAW FORa Sr,l hate to interrupt the hon. 
member but 1 wish he would explain becaura 1 do not 
follow it. At the moment, the only opcntions here of the 
other companieo a r e  distrlblaing ~ o t i o n s .  That isall.  The 
fact that Mobll will have exclusive nfinLig rights will not 
give this Compny exclusive dlscributhg rights, and if it 
takes 100 o r  10 to diarlbute pbtroleum, they will still need 
these petroleum dirtributing rptiona.1 cannot for a moment 
ree how the centralizadonof refining can have any adver8e 
effect on the diaribudng employment. You will have the 
s m e  garolene Rotions employing the n m e  people still. 

--k 

Mr. GOI3DAR.D: In my rrmurkm,l trlked.bout market- 
ing. I W8 going on to tbat.Armgardr the mathod of 



the price for the three mar l t e t ingor~n iu t ionq  you soid i t  
was going to be absolutely fair. 

Hon. W. A. CRAW FORD. 1 mid that under the Agreement 
the Company has to supply the petroleum products to the 
three other markedng companies a t  prices similar to what 
they sell them. so they a r e  not a t  a disadvantage. The local 
company cannot charge one half-penny more thanwhat they 
can import the product for. 

Mr. GODDAW. The price, I presume, would be based 
on the paint of delivery. The Esso people have their Bulk 
installation at Black Rock; similarly, Shell andTexaco. The 
B.U.O.C. has theirs a t  the Garrison. What price will they 
charge Esso, Shell and Texaco for oil delivered to their 
bulk installation? Will those three companies have to go and 
take it from the Garrison? That is the point which 1 am 
making. The manufacturers naturally would be at an 
advantage in having their bulk installation there. 1 am not 
saying that there is anything wrongwiththat, but 1 am say- 
ing if the charges for delivery of oi lare such that it would 
cost them more in their bulk installation a s  against the 
bulk installation a t  the Garrison, then B.U.O.C. definitely 
will be a t  an initial advantage in price. Do you admit that? 
(Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: No.) Somebody isgoingto absorb 
the cost of delivery, unless you a re  going to pump it down 
there. 

The point which 1 am making i s  this. With these dis- 
crepancies 1 do hope that arrangements between the Mar- 
keting Organisation would be so hammered out a s  not to 
disrupt our present marketing attangements in the lsland. 
because if the other three oil companies a re  not given a 
square deal by this Agreement, they a re  likely to say that 
the basis of profit is too slight for them and they will not 
be able to continue and then it will only be the one oil 
Company operating. 

If the arrangement can be made where the marketing 
can be done efficiently a t  the same price, I have no doubt 
that these three oil companies will be remaining; but there 
a re  certain advantages which t N s  Company would have over 
the other three; for  instance, the B.U.O.C. pays no duty; 
and another thing is that the Agreement does not say that 
any of the additives would be free of duty. WoUd you say 
that o r  would they have topay duty on it7 1 say that because 
the other oil companies have theirownfonnulae, and would 
not allow any oil company to do the additions for them- 
selves. Additives are  done individually; and if one oil 
company is permitted to bring in i t s  own additives free of 
duty and the other three companies a r e  not permitted that 
same facility, it would send their cost up. 

All of these a re  small instances, but they will al l  build 
up so a s  to create such conditions for the other marketing 
organizations that they may throw in the sponge, and then 
we will have no competition and we can never hope to in- 
dustrialize Barbados without the competitionthatisneeded 
for our basic fue1,which is oil. 1 know of what 1 speak. 
Before the Esso Bulk Installation came in, the price of 
fuel oil to the Electric Company which is a public utility, 
and to the nun refineries and the other users of heavy oil 
was far  in excess of what we should be paying. The price 
came down afterwards because they were faced with 
competition. 1 do not wish to see  your Government o r  any 
Government put the Island of Barbadosin that position. You 
will be putting us in that positionforall time because when 
you a r e  dealing with oil, oilisbigmoney, and it takes a lot 
of money to establish a refinery and to come in and put up 
installations. 

All this springs from a row between the oil companies 
in Trinidad. We a r e  getting the backwash from it. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker,I rise on 
a point of order. When the hon. member aaya that i t  a l l  
springs from a row, what precisely does he mean7 - Mr. GODDARD: The# three oil companies, Sell, 
Texaco and E s s q  a r e  the three distributors in Trinidad, 
but MoMlOil is not in Trinidad. 

Hon. W. A. CRAW FORD. Whtn did they have the row7 

Mr. GODDARD. I am coming to that. 

Mr. DEPVTY SPEAKER: I hear the Hon. member 
answering rome other hon. member. You a r e  addressing 
the Chair. 

Mr. GODDARD: 1 am aware of that. Sir. Mobil Oil has 
not yet been able to get afootholdin the marketing of their 
products in Trinidad. That may be news to you, but they 
have been striving. T N s  row is ktween the oil companies 
in Trinidad; i t  isnot  between the oil companies of Barbados, 
and they a r e  using mme'outdde influence to make a barter. 
They want tomake a baltertothe oil companies established 
in Trinidad so that they can divide up the market, and so 
that they can have entrance into the Trinidad market. l 
understand that they would make certainconcessions. These 
a r e  things which I know of. 1 am pointing out the dangers 
of this Agreement. 
5.50 p.m. 

In recent weeks we have been tolklng about the indus- 
trialisation of Needhames Point. Last week we were 
considering and even today we have just finished coneidering 
the Agreement whereby the HfltonHotel will be built a t  the 
p r o m k o r y  of ~ e e d h d m ' s  Point and we a r e  now talking 
about the expansion anddevelopment of the Barbados Union 
Oil Company within a matter of 100 yardr from the site 
which has been selected for the erection of the Hilton Hotel. 
I t  is a matter for Hilton to make sure that the selection of 
that site which is so close totheBarbados Union Oil Com- 
pany will not affect them in any manner. I t  may not affect 
them today, but after this Agreement is rdgned, the expan- 
don that the Government envisnges for the development 
of the oil industry on that site can easily overthrow, and 
become a nuisance to, an investment of the people of Bar- 
bados of the sum of $4 million to $5 million. Hilton them- 
selves will not have one penny of this expenditure. They 
can take out their liquor, their food stores and their meat 
and pull out from Barbados, but the Barbados Government 
will be saddled with an expensive hotel a t  a site which 
might be most unsuitable o r  undesirable for such a hotel 
a s  the result of the expandon of the o i l  refinery. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I Q hope that when the Hon. 
Minister replies he will be able to allay our fears some- 
what a s  to what he thinks along those lines. Are both 
parries happy to find that they a r e  restricted to an area  
and they a r e  restricted from going across  the road be- 
cause of a very valuable investment to the Barbados 
Government and they dare not request any such extension? 
If what we hear a s  a result of the importation of crude oil 
h a large way is correct, it is possible that we will have 
a fertilizer plant a s  well i n  Barbados, and will the Hon. 
Minister say whether i t  is a180 contemplated to have this 
fertilizer plant anywhere near the oil company o r  in con- 
junction with the oil company o r  anywhere near to the site 
of the hotel? T h e e  a re  things which will be engaging the 
attention of everyone in Barbados becaure $5 milUon is 
quite a lot of money to put into one's hand to establish an 
industry and then to have it endangered from fumes o r  soot. 
The entrance of fumes into the hotel may well start a 
mmpede of g w r s  from Barbados by next plane. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I p romied  the Mini8ter that I 
would flnd that particular CIaun  of the Jamaica Agreement. 
I have it here and i t  reads a r  followr- 

"lt is underrood that this Agreement does not give 
the company the exclusive right to con-uct own and 
operate a refinery in Jamaica. The Government may wish 
to enact a refinejf law embodyingthe termsand conditions 
of this Agracment granting the right to our refineries in 
Jamaica for the manufacture of petroleum products to be 
sold in Jamaica andforexport which right hall be granted 
to  the compny upon i t r  appllcadon in accordance with such 
refinery law." 

That is C l a u r  9 of the Jamaica Agreement. Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, this Agmment  here har been exercidng 



our attention over the past rdx months. We have gone very 
carefully into it, and although the Barbador Union Oil Com- 
pany has our sympathy and it needs some measure of 
protection, this Agreement. a s  i t  is, gives so much pro- 
tection to other parties that we find that we, a s  a party, 
cannot vote for this Resolution today becauee we envisage 
and we see certain dangers that can accrue to the island 
a s  a whole. We do not mean that the Government should 
not have made an Agreement with the Barbados Union Oil 
Company to give k certoin directions. but they should have 
a more amicable arrangement for marketing worked out. 
The Premier has said that he has given these parties an 
opportunity of getting together and they have not got to- 
gether. I am not concerned with any ail company: I am 
concerned about Barbados. 1 hope that we will not see the 
possibility of the removal of competition from Barbadosin 
such a vital commodity a s  oil. Yesterday every one was 
cooking by means of wood and coal4 but hardly anybody 
is using wood and coals for fuel today, andindustrleswill 
look fomard to oil a s  a cheap source of fuel supply. When 
the Barbados Potteries were established years ago, they 
went to Apes Bill because they thought that in that district 
there was the cheapest source of fuelwhichthey could get. 
Other potteries came in years  after and they realised that 
oil could be moved easily. Consequently they went next to 
the source of supply of the raw product and established a 
plant and they a r e  using fuel more economically than any 
one could operate with, and that is with the uae of natural 
gas. 
6.00 p.m. 

Natural gas in thin Island i sa lwury,  but we a re  also 
paying a luxurious price by comparison, and that is why 1 
wish you could keep the door open.1 cannot agree with this 
Resolution because 1 see the dangersfrom closing the door 
and excluding competition. 

Mr. BOXHILL: Mr. Deputy Qxaker, 1 want it made 
crystal clear that I am not against this Company o r  any 
other compny for  that matter, but there a r e  some things 
in this Agreement thatl mustenquireabout from the Mini* 
ter, and let him know howl feelabout them. 1 do agree that 
in trying to be a nation, we have to offer incentives in order 
to get industriesinto the1 sland, but1 am wondering whether 
in doing m we have not been a bit over-zealous in some of 
our offerings. I know that nocompany is going to come here 
and operate just for the beauty of operating here. Any com- 
pany which e ts  up its officer and workshop is doing so 
because i t  wants to make money. There is a lot of competi- 
tion in the W e r  Indiea, and a s  you know, one thing which 
the West Indian Islands have in common ir poverty; and 
since Barbados' population is growing, we do have to offer 
some incentive to some of these companies to get them to 
operate here. 

Mr. Deputy Speabr,  paragraph A ofArticle 2 reads a s  
follow c- 

"The Company shall have the right to import machinery 
materlob, equipment, both water and land (excluding land 
tmspor ta t ion  equipment), -re p a n s  and rephcement 
p a n s  necessary for o r  anendant to the construction and 
operation of the Refinery and any e x p n d o n  o r  repair 
thereof. The Government &all, upon request of the Com- 
pany, extend to contractors and sub-contractors of the 
Comprny any and all  of the importotion rights referred to 
above." 

I t  goes on in paragraph B to read a s  followe- 

"The importetion of the machinary and equipnent and 
other matcriolr referred to in Pangraph A above -11 be 
free of any cuaomr  dutier, taxer o r  other charge4 except 
charger undsr the Barbador Harbours Act. 1960." 

1 am wondering, Sir, dnce the compny is going to be 
hen with ucr a long time if we a m  doing the right thing. 
What 1 am afraid of ir that if we offer thir rort of induce- 
ment to tbir company, i t  meanathat anothercompmy Com- 
ing to operate would have to be offered dmi la r  inducement 
and there is no law Mnding. .. . . . 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: On a point of order, just let t 
me say at once thatthisisnonew concession we are  giving 
the company at all. If the hon. member had asked me so, I 
would have told him long ago. Under the 1921 Customs 
Tariff Act, the company i e  entitled now to import free of 
duty machinery and equipment for use in the Refinery. This 
is legislation 42 years old and nothing new we are  giving. 

Mr. BOXILL: l thank the Hon. Minister, but I did not 
say it is anything new. 1 am expressing my feelings. (Hon. 
W. A. CRAW FORD: That is the law.) But we make laws in 
here, and 1 am of the opinionthatin these tax-free induce- 
ments which we a re  giving a lot of companies coming here, 
we are  going too far. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: We a re  not givingany tax-free 
system; they have been entitled to a tax-free system for 
42 years. This is not a pioneer industry. Under the 1921 
Act this is a provision they were entitled to all along. * 

Mr. BOXILL: The Minister seems to think1 am a mor- 
on and cannot understand. 1 understand what the Minister 
said, but 1 am entitled to say what 1 am saying. 1 am an 
elected member here, and 1 am saying thatl do not feel we 
should be offering al l  these inducements to new companies 
that come in. (Hon. W. A. CRAW F0RD:That is in the Act.) 
Well, let us change the Act. If there was an Act to cut off a 
man's hand because he pushed it in hisright pocket, would 
we go on with it? You cannot go on with that kind of thing. 
The fact that something was law from 1921 o r  whenever it 
was is no reason why 1 should not object to it. I was not 
here in 1921, but 1 am here now.1 have nothing against the 
Barbados Union Oil Company because 1 do know that 
a s  against the Electric Company which1 believeis operating 
on a greater income than the Oil Company, they pay better 
wages to their workers than the Electric Company. 1 want 
it to be made crystal clear that 1 am not against the Oil 
Compny, but agalnst some of the things I aee here. 1 be- 
lieve 1 know more about the Oil Company than any other 
member in this House: so I do not know what the Minister 
is gening off at. I am entitled to agree o r  disagree with -4 

something, and because my Government brings it does not 
necessarily mean 1 have to agreewithit. What Q you think 
1 am; a puppet? 

Paragraph B of Article 7 says that the Government 
agrees that the Company shall for the life of this Agreement 
have the right to repatriate to i t s  stockholders any and al l  
profits after income taxes reallred from i t s  operations 
under this Agreement. 1 do feel that when people decide 
to invest money in Barbados the Government should have 
it laid down that they should leave a certain amount of the 
money in the Island. I t  is just like some of these insurance 
companies who come here and drain the economy of the 
1 mland. Some should remain in the l sland to be invested for 
the sake of the economy of the Island because it has been 
made here; so that is another part with which 1 do not 
agree. 
6.10 p m .  

b 
Now, the Compny agrees to expand, and the hon. junior 

member for Christ Church is worried somewhat .bout the 
propoaed Hotel Hilton site with the Comprny expanding 
probably on the rest of the land there. 1 do not know which 
comes first, whether it is theoil Company o r  the proposed 
Hilton Hotel. But 1 know this. 1 do feel that instead of the 
Government renting out the land at the Deep Water Harbour 
a t  a pepper corn price, we ahouldtry to induce the Electric 
Company to remove to that dte, even if it m a t  that we 
give them some percentage to cover overall expenrre, o r  
even if it meant helping them o themin .  l am not resing in- 
to  the next Bve o r  rLx years; l am m i n g  into the next fifty 
o r  rlxty years ahead. 

Hon. G, G. FEWUSSON: Mr. Deputy mbr, I rise 
on a point of explanation. 1 would like to draw to the atten- 
tion d the hon. junior member for St. Thomar t h t  none of 
the land at  the Deep Water Harbouris rented out a t  a p e p  
p r c o r n  price. What i r  rentedat a peppercorn rent ir rented 
to the Development Board, but the people who a re  actually ""., 
udng it Q not pay a peppercorn rent. 



Mr. BOXILL: 1 etill say that I feel the Electric Com- 
pany should be induced to remove tothat site where we had 
the Trade Fair. 

What 1 am saying needs an intelligent brainto absorb. 
1 have been tothe Electric Company andthey have ten diesel 
engines and two turbines. 1 thinkthey workas many a s  five 
diesel engines a t  a dme  depending on the load, and the load 
throws off the exhaust. 1 think with that same exhaust the 
Government o r  the Company can build a a n t - s i z e d  e v a p  
orator, and with the exhaust coming from these diesel en- 
gines we would be able to evaporate sea water into fresh 
water which would prevent an eventual shortage of water 
coming about later. Whatl am saying may seem far  fetched. 
(A VOICE: Are you a scientist?) I am no scientist. 

At present they do not utilise the waste heat: and i f  
the Electric Company can be induced to go on that site i t  
would be more convenient and then we may be able to put 
down some giant generator to evaporate sea water into fresh 
water. There is where we wouldbe savinga lot because we 
would be killing two birds with one stone. We would be 
generating current andat the same time producing water for 
domestic purpose S. 

As lawmakers, 1 think that we shouldgovern and not be 
governed. I do not seewhat the Minister is telling me about 
any law in existence in 1921 and that because it is law we 
cannot change it, because it would be detrimental to the 
Island. 1 do not think by amending the law we will be doing 
any hardship because we will be getting a little extra cash 
whlch we really need and which we can use. 

On page three, Article three, it  is state&- 

"The Company is hereby expressly quthorized to im- 
port all grades of marine fuelsandto store such fuel in i t s  
tanks and warehouses a s  bonded stores and to redeliver 
same a s  ships' bunkers and ships' supplies to vessels in 
Carlisle Bay or any other location on the Island with the 
exception of the Deep Water   arbour." 

Now, Sir, i f  1 know anything of ordering stores, 1 think 
stores can come in for refueling ships. l am wondering what 
measure we have in ascertaining that these bonded stores 
will be used only a s  bonded stores. I would like the Hon. 
Minister to make that clear to me. 

On page 4, Article C reads a s  follows:- 

"In the event that the failure of the Company to make 
the petroleum products referred to above available to meet 
the demand of Barbados in whole o r  in part is due to any 
of the causes set out in Article 12 hereof, then and in such 
event the Company shall have the right to import such 
petroleum products to make up the deficiency resultingfrom 
the loss of refinery production, such importation of products 
to be subject to al l  of the benefits which the Company en- 
joys hereunder in manufacturing and sellIng such products, 
including the right to the discharge by the Government of 
the consumption tax obligation of the Company asprovided 
for in Article 5 hereof." 

There is where again I have to disagree with this 
Agreement. 1 do feel i f  through their fault they have to im- 
port we should be getting something off them.lt is all  right 
to offer incentives, but we have to lookat the overall thing. 
It is true the Minister said thatwewill gain $17,000 more, 
but i f  we were to be getting a little extra thing from here, 
it would add to the coffers of Government, and we a re  badly 
in w e d  of money. Here is where1 feel we should do some- 
thing about t h e e  things. We a re  bendlng over a little too 
far  backwards to please these people. 

Mr. MOlTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, there comes a 
time when hon. members on the other side must appreciate 
our poaition on this side of theTable. The hon. junior mem- 
k r  for Christ Church. 1 believe, has expreseedthe way in 

F 
which this part of the ~ppoddonwil lcas t the i r  vote in this 
rerpect. As  a matter of f ac twe  see nothing wrong with the 
Government entering an Agreement with the Brldah Unlon 

Oil Company Limited and giving them certain concessions. 
Had we seen anything wrong with that, we would not have 
advocated the asslating andbiingingabout of new industries 
in this 1 sland. 
6.20 p.m. 

What we a re  afraid of is this: although i t  can be said. 
and 1 suppose with accuracy and justification, that the 
philosophy which we have followedis one which gave mono- 
polies tn this country. yet a s  1 have so often said in this 
Chamber, dmes  have changed. The political philosophies 
and views of people have changed, and therefore there is no 
point in thinking that because your grandfather did some- 
thing some years ago, it is good enough for you to do the 
same thing now. 1 want tomakeitclear that we would imply 
no improper motives to this Government in suggestingthat 
theGovernment did not give the fullest consideration to this 
matter by going into it; however, looking a t  the matter 
dispassionately and after discussing it with ourselves and 
members of our Party, we feel thatwecannot do justice to 
ourselves by giving our support to this Resolution which is 
asking us to ratify this Agreement. I say that a t  the outset. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 did not hear the remarks of the 
hon. introducer of this Resolution, but the history of this 
Company which is known a s  the Barbados Union Oil Com- 
pany, started in this island many years  ago immediately 
after the law War. Afterthat, thereisno point in my trying 
to remind this House that at that time the House was dom- 
inated by a Conservative Party.1 may say that the Socialist 
Party has adopted many of these things which the Conser- 
vadve Party did and they gave certain concessions to this 
Oil Company. This Company did not pay itsway and i t  was 
sold out to a gentleman who came in here. 1 am not saying 
whether i t  was a single individual o r  a company, but the 
company found that they could not do the business a t  the 
time and the company which now owhs this concern is a 
company of great affluence. Few people, even the econo- 
mists, realise where oil companies begin and where they 
end. You have a pioneer company doing business in Vene- 
zuela under three different branches. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we agree that the Government 
must give certain concessions inan Agreement. These con- 
cessions a r e  not new; butwhat we do know is that they were 
objected to very strongly a s  creating what we consider 
would appear to be a monopoly. As l have already said, we 
on this side a r e  not inferring any improper motives to the 
Government a t  all; we believe that the Government has done 
everything in good faith. We Q not agree in granting mono- 
polies and we can quote facts to this Government if those 
facts a r e  worth anything. When we dealt with fuel oil only 
we had competition. The price in 1957 was something like 
$49 a ton and we went from $57 to $60. As  soon a s  competi- 
tion came in, it  went down to$37, to $34 and then to $30 per 
ton; that was a s  the result of competition. I t  is not that we 
a re  against any company being given pioneer o r  any other 
sa tus ,  but we areafraidof monopolies. Somebody may ask: 
"How a re  you going to have a monopoly with this concern 
wNch i s  of such magnitude? This company will impon oil 
from the vein which runs through Venezuela, but no geo- 
logist has ever given us the real facts about this matter 
because we have never paid any of them to give us these 
facts. Like other businesses, they will operate under one 
source and under one name. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, what is also worryingmeis this: 
you a r e  going to supply al l  the gas stations in this island 
from this one particular spot, and a l l  of i t  is moving off a t  
one particular time in the day. These a r e  things a t  which we 
must look. 1 believe that, in the circurnstanceq with a l l  
these concerns in this  particular area, the Hilton Hotel, 
the Barbados Light and Power Company, with the traffic 
on Bay Street and with the new oil company which will be 
there and which cannot be deecribed a s  an absolute rnono- 
ploy - with al l  of these things i t  must be considered that 
every bit of traffic connected with this oil company will be 
moving out from this point. 1 see anabsolute danger in the 
not distant future to very keen businessmen. I repeat that 
we, on this dde of the Houae, a r e  not impudng any impro- 
per motives to the Government in bringing forward this 



Resolution asldng us to approve this Agreement, but thir 
Agreement willcreate a monopoly andwe do not feel that we 
can do justice to ourselves if  we give our sanction to and 
vote for this Resolution a s  it stands. 

My colleague, the hon. junior member for Christ 
Church, went into the d e a l s  of thismatterand 1 therefore 
do not propose to go into any details. l do not want to touch 
on all of these Clauses of the Agreement because they a re  
all taken from existing legislation. But those of us who a re  
acquainted with the facts know that we tried to secure a 
footing in Trinidad and wae unable to do so. 1 understand, 
1 do not know i f  i t  is correct, because one does not know 
what went on behind the scenes in the last Government; but 
1 understand that advances were made to the last Govern- 
ment to secure this Agreement and they were not suc- 
cessful. 
6.30 p.m. 

I understand that the Minister has saidthatwe will re- 
ceive something like $100,000a year more thanwhat we a r e  
receiving from the Company, and 1 can quite see that if a 
Government can see a business in which they can receive 
more revenue than they a re  gettlng at present and which 
would employ more people than a t  present, they would suc- 
cumb to these circumstances. I too have had discussions 
on this business, and1 am not convincedabout the argument 
of employing so many more people. As a matter of fact, 
what has been mooted around here two weeks ago was that 
i f  this did not go through a lot of people would lose their 
work. That did not move me, because i t  did not come from 
Government circles. Few agreements o r  bitsof legislation 
have caused us more concern within the last six or  eight 
weeks than this, andwe findaftercareful consideration that 
we cannot offer i t  support. If this concession would create 
a great deal more employment for people in Barbados, the 
terms and conditions of the Agreement would make no dif- 
ference because we realise that people must be employed. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, what l fear - and my colleague 
who is in the trade knows much more about it than 1 do - is 
that after a while it is just going to be a question of Mme, 
and a s  has happened, after a while instead of having al l  
these various agents. you will find one manufactufing com- 
pany may also be a sales company Wling directly, and 
with the absence of competition, God know S what the price 
of gas would be. l do not like monopolies despite the fact 
that i t  may be thrownat me from the other side that 1 belong 
to a Party which created monopolies. Like the hon. junior 
member for St. Thomas,l wasnot herein 1921 when mono- 
polies were  given. I t  is true in those days you had to give 
monopolies if you want to get investment in the West Indies. 
Youhave to create such a climate to make people feel they 
were doubly safe by giving monopolies. 1 am thinking of 
things like the Electric Compcmy and the Gas Company in 
the old days when people in Britainwho had money o r  even 
Governments were only interested in these colonies through 
what they could get out of them, andin those Qys you pos- 
sibly had to create monopolies to get money. In these doys 
we as a Party cannot be expected to support th iq  because 
under the c i r c u m ~ a n c e s  we a re  satiefied that this Agree- 
ment will in future create a monopoly which will not...... 

Hon. W. A. CRAW FORD: On a point of order, 1 have to 
correct the hon. member a t  this stage because the hon. 
junior member for Christ Church made the some point. 
Nowhere in this Agreement has any monopoly been created. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: With the greatest respect to the hon. 
member, he certainly has not been listening to me. He can- 
not prevent me from having something in my dnd.  1 have 
not sald ....... 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a point of order, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, 1 want to make it clear that 1 am going to keep a 
very careful check on statements made by hon. members. 
What the public is concerned about is the marketing com- 
panies. They a re  not concerned with what the hon. member 
chooms to say is in his mind, but what is in the Agreement. 
What is in his  mind is one thing, but what may be in the 
mind of the Court ir another thing altogether. We have to 
make a liberal agreement, and not what the hon. member 
chooses to call the hon. member's mind. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: That is all well and good.] have read 'V 
the Agreement, and you must not blame me if 1 plead ig- 
norance in not understanding it a s  well a s  you gentlemen; 
but what 1 can interpret and use commonsense enough to 
know is  that they cancircurnventthisAgreernentand call it  
a monopoly. We fear the danger of thiseventually becoming 
a monopoly. We have criticised thiswiththehighest possi- 
ble motives; we do not accuse anybody; but we fear even- 
tually this may become a monopoly. l f  that fear existed and 
we felt that so many people would benefit from employment 
from the company, we would brush aside that fear; but tak- 
ing the figures which 1 have got and taking all these things 
into consideration, we say in the circumstances that we 
cannot support this agreement, because although the hon. 
rnernber said that they would get $100,000 more ......... 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD. What I said, Sir, was that 
immediately after operationwe wouldget $100,000 a year in 
income tax, and then in about ten years we would get $1/4 
million in income tax. Right now we a r e  getting nothing. 

a 
$17,000 is the difference we a re  going to get from the 
Consumption Tax a s  compared with what we now collect 
in duty on imported petroleum products. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 quite understand the hon. member, 
but a s  1 said, a s  far  a s  we are  concerned, though in future 
you will collect $200,000 o r  more, we still feel, when you 
take into consideration the business which is being done by 
the trade, with the opportunity of i t s  becoming a monopoly 
ataring us in the face, that we really cannot support the 
Agreement, and therefore will have to vote against it. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, it  seemsasif the 
Opposition and the Government did not have enough consul- 
tation on this matter. (Mr. MOTTLEY: What do we need 
consultation for?) You usually have consultation on other 
matters. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: That is not fair.1 donot know why my 
friend, the hon. senior member for St. Peter, must make 
t h e e  references and infer that we have consultation on -4 
them matters. The hon. memberknowsbetterthananybody 
else that if there a r e  two rebelsin the House, he can count 
me a s  the second if he is one. (Mr. SMITH: You aren't a 
thing a t  all.) l am not anythmg because 1 am not prepared 
to curse people for your Party, but1 will accept that from 
you. 1 will also treat what the hon. junior member for St. 
Joseph said in the Press  toowith the contempt it deserves, 
because you said 1 am supposed to be running the Govern- 
ment, am a friend of the Government and everything. 

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, when the now Speaker of the 
House was Leader of the Opposition, the hon. senior mem- 
bar for St. Peter took objection all the time...... 

Mr. WALCOTT: That is not a point of order. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: It i s  very unkind for the hon. senior 
member for St. Peter to get up and say that the Govern- 
ment and the Opposition seem not to have had enough con- 
sultation. 
6.40 p m .  

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, we cannot allow 
the hon. member to comment on a point of order. He my8 
that he objects to that. 1 must continue to speak. 

Mr. MO'ITLEY: Slr, l am sure youare not going to let 
any hon. member rule from his seat. I t  is for you to rule. 

Mr. WALCO'IT: I s  that a point of order? The hon. 
member has been there nearly five minutes ...... 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let me hear the point of 
order of the hon. aenior member for the a t y .  

Mr. MO'ITLEY: Ae a matter of fact, when the hon. 
member made the point of the Government not consulting 
members of the Oppo6Ition, where the hon. memberinftrs 
that they have not consulted the Oppodtlon k getting to- "La 
gether on a matter of policy,l do not think it is kind in him 
to my that; it is unkind for him to my that. 

3B 



Mr. WALWI'T': I t  is a very simple statement which I 
have made. I s  it untrue to say that you have not been con- 
sulted? 1 said apparently the Opposition has not been con- 
sulted on this measure. The Government can consult the 
Opposition on any measure; there is nothing seriously wrong 
about that. I have not made any speech. I t  is only for the 
Government to say what matter they are  going to consult 
anybody about. There is nothing to prevent anyGovernment 
from consulting the Opposition. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I r ise 
on a point of order. 1 object to the inference that the Gov- 
ernment Party a t  any time i s  in the habit of consulting the 
Opposition on any matter. We do not. 

Mr. WAL-: This thing is becoming burlesque. The 
Hon. Minister can rise in reply to anything 1 have said. If 
you read the records, you will eee that they want to anti- 
cipate me too much. 

1 am not saying that the Government is in a habit of 
doing anything. W hat I am saytng is that from the speech 
which the Hon. Leader of the Opposition made on the 
question of the Oil Company, it does seem that they did not 
seem to have been consulted. The hon. senior member for 
the City says because you have not beenconsulted, you a re  
opposed to it. 1 take a different view. I have heard what the 
Hon. Leader of the House saidon thismatter. I do not have 
any objection to having an oil refinery not even within the 
context of the economy of Brbados.  People play around 
with words when they talk of monopoly. A monopoly has to 
connote something against the interest of the community 
which it is serving. If Barbados hasa small domestic mar- 
ket for certain products, there is no playing around the 
bush; you cannot have a number of companies competing 
for the sale of those products. 

The Hon. Leader of the House said that he was not 
imputing improper motives. 1 do not go for these vul- 
g a r i s m ~  of what members of the House do to each other 
when they a re  in opposing camps. one  of the vulgarisms in 
Barbados which has become current, andit reachesdown to 
the lowest level in the community,isthatwhenever you are  
faced with authority and you have todo something, you a r e  
doing something with your hands in your pocket. Therefore, 
it  may not be members of the Government, but members 
of that Party, who have beenaccusingother Parties for this 
type of behaviour. Of course, it has become part of the 
stock-in-trade where people think that they must accuse 
Government of taking bribes. However, 1 am the type of 
fellow who, if 1 know i t  is a fact, am going to say it. If I 
know a man i s  receivingbribes,I will go a s  far  a s  to say it 
on a platform where youcancall someone to witness. How- 
ever, I do not go in for that kind of thing. Sometimes, the 
same thing you throw at people, a little bit comes back a t  
you. 1 am not concerned with that especially. None of the 
oil dollars has come to me. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 have heard some people in this 
trade talking about this matter, when I was talking with 
them about other matters. Nobody hasinsultedme by com- 
ing to me and sayingthat"1am going to give you something 
if you do so-and-so." 1 am in favour of the Agreement be- 
cause 1 believe that if you are  going to get a Company to 
refine all in Barbados and you a r e  refiningit and selling it 
on the market, 1 see nothingwrong in your doing so because 
by doing so you a re  providing employment for the people. 
If you have the techniques for refining i t  in Barbados and 
the old distributors who were  distributing gasolene a r e  go- 
ing to become the distributors of these thingsfor the Com- 
pany, what is wrong with that? You do not need any oil 
expert to tell you, i f  you can do something which you have 
to pay somebody else to do, that you should do it youreelf. 
I t  is just this: your wife can bake nice cakes, why pny for 
some of the stupidness which other people bake? 

Oil has a lot of ramifications. This is what you will 
usunlly get. Those people who a re  opposedto the Barbadocl 

F 
Union Oil Compny getting this Agreement would go to 
members of the Opposition and tell them their side of the 
story because people dealing in oil can spcnd money In 
making their case known toanybody, The oil compnieu had 

more power in the Middle East than the Governments of 
those countries. one  of the reatsonuwhy youbrd a dicutor- 
ship regime in Venezuela was becauae a t  one d m e  Jiminez 
was more willlng to play the part, and the Rockfellers were 
not prepared to keep Jimlnez just playing the pH. 

Sir, I see nothing wrong in giving the B.U.0.C the right 
to refine all in Barbados. Moreover, Trinidad is nfining 
oil from crude oil which they buy from Venue&. If you 
are  going to say in one breath, "yes, bring in indusrles 
and give them the right to operate" you cannot say in an- 
other breath that you cannot give B.U.O.C. the right to re- 
fine oil here. 1 spoke about beer already. I 8aid that 1 clld 
not agree with what the Hon. Premier said about Banks 
Brewery. l said that if people can get drunk from drinldng 
foreign beer, Barbadians can get drunk from drinking be& 
brewed in Barbados. 
6.50 p.m. 

Similarly, i f  we have to break the ground in refining 
oil and a company is willing to do that, I do not see any- 
thing wrong in the Government entering anAgreementwith 
them to do so. I am not saying that this is not above board 
because i f  i t  is not above board1 would say so; 1 would say 
that there is something sinister about it. If the operations 
which led the Government to enter this Agreement were 
improper, 1 would say so. 1 say that, in principle, 1 agree 
with the necessary safeguardswhich a community like Bar- 
bados must have, the right about turn in i t s  own industrial 
and economic development, and you should not stop short of 
giving encouragement to people who a r e  going to do some- 
thing like this. For Barbados I would say that we a r e  
making a great mistake if we become only the consumers 
of products which a re  manufactured somewhere else: and 
if somebody is willing to take the riskwhich is involved in 
carrying out this project, you a r e  projecting a l l  the hypo- 
theses which the manipulations in oil a reapt to  use in get- 
ting a monopoly; but if we can have the refined product, 
should we not have it7 I have no project a t  stake, neither 
Esso, B.U.O.C. o r  any kind of 0.C's; they have nothing to do 
with me. 1 buy oil; 1 have no oil interest. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, what I do not agree with in this 
Agreement is that theGovernment isagreeing towage ra tes  
which are  obnoxious to us. They have written in a Clause 
here - and 1 will say that itis all  right for you to write in 
a Clause like this, a s  i f  you a re  dealing with potatoes o r  
yams which you a r e  not sure about. You have written in a 
Clause here a s  if this is 1920 and this Clause is not in 
consonance with a Fair  Wages clause. This is not a con- 
tract in which people a re  going to do something for  you. 1 
am going to read this Clause, onpage 7 of this Agreement, 
to which I am objecting vehemently. This is what it says:- 

"The Company shall give preference to Barbadfansin 
the staffing of the refining operation to the extent that per- 
sons a re  available who, in the Company's judgment, have 
the qualifications and ski l ls  necessary to perform efficient- 
ly the duties and discharge the responsibilities of the 
positions involved and shall undertake* to pay to such em- 
ployees, and shall require i t s  agents and assigns to pay to 
those regularly engaged in service and business under this 
Agreement, wages commensurate with prevailing wages 
paid by other employers of Barbadian labour for like job 
requirements,......'' 

What 'like job requirements,' 1 would like to ask, you 
a re  going to find within a refinery so that you can say that 
this is a job requirement here? We have a contract with 
these people a s  a Trade Union. Youare going to write this 
Chuee in here and you go on further to say th ig  

I 1  ...... such prevailing wages to be determined by the 
Company who will make actual surveys of the labour mar- 
kt from time to time." 

You a re  crazy. We have an agreement with the Oil 
Compny fo r  wages and they have to pay negotiated wages. 
You a r e  dealing with employers who give people $2 o r  $3 
a day; and you will have man to do these odd jobs. There- 
fore where you have a Clause like this and t h e n  is an 
Agreement with the Trade Union, my submission and 



a n m e r  is that there wager should be wagesagreed to with 
the company and the Trade Union. But thIs is what you have 
sa t ed  h e m  

"......such prevailing wages to be determined by the 
Company who will make ac twl  surveys of the labour mar- 
ket from time to  time." 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a pdnt  of order. Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, the horr. member agree8 with the Agreement in 
prlndple, b u  he i s  looking for something to criticise. 

Mr.  WALCOTI': Mr. Deputy Speaker, that is not a 
point of order; that is a point of imperdnence. He anno t  
say that I a g n c  with this in principle and 1 am l o o m  for 
mmcthlng to crldclee. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speclker, will You 
ask the hon. member to d t  down? 

Mr. WALCUlT He has to agree with the* remarks. 
You cannot have m hon. member r ldngona point of order 
and s ~ y i n g  that another hon, member agrceswith something 
in principle but is looking for something to criticise. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on a point 
of order. If the hon. member were to read Article 6 he will 
see that the Government has to ensure that the Company 
employs Barbadians; they cannot tell us that they annot 
get Barbadians to do the job. We my  t h t  the Compny has 
to train Barbadians and employ them. The odpulstion that 
you should put in a fair wages chum?..,... 

Mr. WALCW'I"IT Mr. Deputy Speaker, how 1s it that 
you a re  allowing the hon. member to cross me yhen I am 
making my point? 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I am on a point of order. As  1 
was explaining - and if the hon. member does not want the 
exphnation i t  is a matter for him - what 1 am saylng is 
that this i s  a normal clause which has been inserted. .... 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am sayingthat 
that is not a point of order. 

Hon. E. W. BARIWW: I t  is not correct for him to my 
what he has said; it is misleading for him to my that that 
is not known in his  Trade Union. 

Mr. WALCOTT: That is not a point of order. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Youdo not want this to come out. 

Mr. WALCOIT: W hen 1 am finlshed pointing this out, 
you can rise again. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I t  is misleading for the hon. 
member to ray what he said. 

Mr. WALCOTT:,He cannot ray thatwhatl am saying is 
misleading. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: 1 my it I s  mirleading; it is a 
deliberate attempt to mislead the Houe.  

Mr. WAL-: Mr. Deputy Speaker, thore word8 muU 
be withdrawn. 1 am submitting that the wordr used that I 
am making a deliberate a t temp to mislead the House will 
have to be withdrawn. We will have to take note of that. 

A t  this stage, i t  now being 7 p.m. of the clock, 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I t  ir now 7 p.m. of the 
clock and this dttlng is surpcndcd W 1  7.45 pm.  of the 
clock. 

Thir  sitting now stand8 surpended. 
7.00 p m .  

On Resumption: *b 

Mr. WALCOTR Mr. DeputySpeaker.1 begtodraw your 
attention to the fact that there is no quorum and ask that 
you direct the Clerk to ring the Bell. 

The Bell was rung and a quorum obtained. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: On the suspension. the hon. 
aenior member for St. Peter was addresdng the Chair. 

Mr. WALCO'IT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 should like to 
draw to Your Honour's attention that a motion that words 
be withdrawn takes precedent over any other matter, and 
1 want to draw to your attention Standing Order No. 26, 
sub-clause 5. The words I am complaining of which were 
u r d  by the Premier and which I asked to be taken down 
a r e  that l made "a deliberateattempt to mislead the House 
and the publlc" in my speech. 1 draw to Your Honour's at- 
tention to sub-clauee 5 of Standing OrderNo. 26 which reads 
a s  followc- 

"It &all be out of order to uee offendve and insulting 
language about Members of the House." 

I r e p r d  the words ured - "a deliberate attempt to 
mislead the House and the public" - asoffenslve. Further 
sub-clause 7 m y a -  

"No member shall impute improper motives to another 
Member." 

1 again submit that the words "adeliberateattempt to 
mislead the Houee and the public" impute improper mo- 
tives to me in my speech. Moreover1 want to draw to Your 
Honour's attention to May's Parliamentary Practice, Fif- 
teenth Edition, pages 438, 439 and 440. On page 438 under 
the capion"Allegationsagainet~embers", it  readsasfol- 
low S:- 

"Good temper and moderation a re  the characteristics 
of Parliamentary language. Parliamentary language i s  
never more desirable than when a Member is canvassing 
the opinlons and conduct of his opponents in debate. 

The same right to claim courteous treatment in debate 
is due alike between both Houses of Parliament; and abudve 
language and imputations of falsehood, uttered by Members 
of the House of Commons againu Members of the H O U ~  
of Lords have been met by the immediate intervention of 
the Chair to compel the withdrawal of the offensive words 
or, in default, by the punishment of suspension. 

I t  will also H, useful to giveexampleshere of expres- 
dons  which a re  unprliamentary and call for prompt inter- 
ference. Theee may be classified a s  followa- the imputa- 
tion of falee o r  unavowed motiver; charges of uttering a 
dellberate falsehood, etc." 

There I s  sufficient evidence in our own Rules and in 
 ay's ParUamentary procedure for me to object to these 
words. You will remember that earlier today the same hon. 
member made objection to words used against him. Now, 
unprovoked, on a point of order on which the Rules state 
precieely that a member should rise and wate what i t  is2 
he has made these imputations which a re  not only un-parU- 
mentary, but was done deliberately to make an offensive 
remark, and he could only be udng the Rules of the Houre 
on a point of order to do 80.1 am objecting to thorn words. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the hon. member is not in his  
place and I am asklng that those words be taken down un- 
less Your Honour ruler againa it, and 1 am going to a rk  
that the hon. member withdraw those wordswhen he appears 
in the Houee. 1 want to my that the hon. member with words 
taken down Ilke this cannot take part in the debate before 
that becomestheflrstOrder of theDay. l am moving there- 
fore that thore words be taken down. I have cited enough 
evideace for you. Mr. Deputy Speaker, i n  s ~ c l a u r e s ~  and 
7 of Sanding Order No. 26 and  ay's ParUkentPry Pro- 
cedure. I t  is for Your Honour to Rule if thorn words wed 
were improper wordr and i f  they shouldbewithdr.wn. The 
hoa, member has not returned to the Houae, but l am rtill 
exerci8ing my right to make a motion that the wordr ured 



be taken down. Unless Your Honour rules thorn words a re  
Parliamentary o r  otherwise, 1 will have tomake a substan- 
tive modon that the words be taken down. The hon. mem- 
ber is not here and it is for Your Honour to rule. 

Mr. D E P W  SPEAKER: The hon. senior memberfor 
St. Peter has made objection to words used, and 1 wonder 
i f  thatmemberwantsa ruling now in the absence of the Hon. 
Premier to whom he was referring. 

Mr. WALCO'IT: It is a matter for Your Honour. If 
Your Honour wants to suspend your ruling until the mem- 
ber presents himself in the House, it is purely your pre- 
rogative. 

Mr. DEPVTY SPEAKER: 1 would prefer to give my 
ruling in the hearing of both hon. members so that my rul- 
ing will be known to both hon. members. 

RESOLUllON TO APPROVE AGREEMENT BE- 
TWEEN THE GOVERNOR-IN-EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE AND THE BARBADOS UNION 

OIL COMPANY UMlTED 

Mr. WALCO?T: Mr. Deputy Speaker, in view of Your 
Honour's ruling, 1 will not even allude to any remarks made 
by the Hon. Premier bearing on what 1 was saying on this 
matter. You will remember, Sr. that 1 was at pains to 
point out that in principle I agree with any encouragement 
given to any industry to develop in Barbados, and l said 
that 1 was in favour with the Agreement between the Bar- 
bados Union Oil Company and the Government to have a 
refinery here. My reasons were that if oil was refined in 
Barbados, i t  would offer this community another aspect of 
industrial development in refining crude oil, and so far  a s  
scientific statements about the quality of oil a r e  concerned, 
1 will say that that is the subject for persons who a r e  more 
knowledgeable about them than l am. 1 was, however, deal- 
ing with the point of having an industry in Barbados with 
which 1 said 1 agree, Mr. Deputy Speaker, and I went on to 
point out what was said in sub-clause l of Article 6 which 
1 will again read. It reads a s  follows:- 

"The Company shall give preference to Barbadiansin 
the staffing of the refining operation to the extent that per- 
sonsare available who, in the Company's judgement, have the 
aualifications and skills necessary to perform efficiently 
t'he duties and discharge the responsibilities of the positions 
involved and shall undertake to pay to such employeeq and 
shall require itsagentsandassignsto pay to those regular- 
ly engaged in service and business under this Agreement 
wages commensurate with prevailing wages paid by other 
employers of Barbadian labour for like job ~ q u i ~ e m e n t s ,  
such prevailing wages to be determined by the Company 
who will make actual surveys of the labour market from 
time to time. In this connection the Company undertakes 
to provide training for such Barbadian labour a s in  i t s  judge- 
ment is adequate to carry out the objectives of the use of such 
labour a s  stated above." 
7.55 pm.  

The Hon. Minister of Trade has not raised any qmr- 
tion with respect to Article seven, Ancillary rights of The 
Company, neither has that clause anything to do with the 
question of Labour Rights. 

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker. anybody who has any ac- 
quaintance about Fair  Wages clauees knows that you wri te  
a Fair  Wage clause inwhenthereisnot Trade Union. When 
there is a Trade Union, you do not write in a Fair  Wage 
clause in an Agreement spelling out the wages when the 
company knows that these things will have to be denlt with 
between the proper organization and itself. 

There will be one refinery in Barbdos.  1 will not u r  
the argument like the Hon. Leader of thaOppoaltion about a 
monoply. But hereit iswhere youhavs a compny which a1- 
ready h88 an Agreement with theTra& Unionin l%*&& 
you a r e  giving them the right to spell out wh8t the wages 

~4 of workers should be. You a re  doing what the old Govern- 
ment did during the war when the Americans were py ing  
wages to people here. The Americans were willing to p.y - 

more wages to the people, but they were told to pay the 
same wages rates of the local wage market.Therefore, the 
position was that you got a lot of t h e e  air baees built for 
little o r  nothing. I can well remember when the oceano- 
graphic people went to S. Lucio and started to pllt things 
there, members of the present Government who were in 
the Opposition a t  the time made protestations against the 
Americans putting up buildings there and the question of 
wages arose too. This is worse. This states that "The 
Company shall require i t s  agents and assigns to pay to 
those regularly engaged in service and business under this 
Agreement, wages commensurate with prevailing wages 
paid by other employers of Barbadian labour for like job 
requirements, such prevailing wages to be determined by 
the Company who will make actual surveys of the labour 
market from time to time". 

Here it is. you have a Trade Union in Barbados and I 
say i t  is not an insignificant Tradeunion; it is not a Trade 
Union in name, but i t  is a functioning organization; and the 
Government of Barbados in this year of grace is writing into 
a contract with the Company, when the Government knows 
that this same company has a contract with the Barbados 
Workers Trade Union, "such prevailing wages to be de- 
termined by the Company who will make actual surveys of 
the labour market from time to time". Cananybody expect 
in this year of 1963 a thing like this to happen? If you did 
not have a functioning organization like the Barbados 
Workers' Union, you would have to write that in for your- 
self. Can you imagine that you have labourers here, and the 
Company bringing in labourers from outside? Why state 
that you a re  giving the right to the Cornpany to determine 
wages? Why have you written this clause in? 

The oil refineries in Trinidad pay higher wages than 
any wage which exists in Trinidad in the other industries. 
The minimum wage which a man gets in the oil industry 
in Trinidad is ninety cents an hour. The type of wages 
which the oil companies in Trinidad pay does not exist in 
the City Council. Why a r e  yougivingtheright to this Com- 
pany to pay wages "commensurate with prevailing wages 
paid by other employers of Barbadian labour for like job 
requirements and such prevailing wages to be determined 
by the Company who will make actual survey S of the Labour 
Market from time to time"? That is to say, i f  you have an 
ordinary unskilled man working in the oil refinery and 
Government pays a man in a similar category $20.00 a 
week, you a re  saying that this Company need not pay that 
man more than $20.00 a week. What sort of inducement a r e  
you giving for better wages to  be paid? This  is an unnec- 
essary clause. You write that in an Agreement between 
yourself and a Company which alreacty has an Agreement 
with the Barbados Workers* Union. Must1 not conclude that 
this has nothing to do with the protection of Barbadian la- 
bour? Youcanwrite i na  clause dealingwith training. There 
is precedent for it al l  overtheworld. Wherever you have a 
functioning organization, youdo not write Fai r  Wages claus- 
es spelling out the wages which the Company is going to pay. 
A Fair Wages Clause has to  be determined by a competent 
authority, that is to say, the Labour Department, not the 
employer. There cannot be a Fair  Wages clause if i t  is 
going to be determined by the employer. 
8.05 p m .  

This Clause goes on to say: 

"......and shall undertake to pay to such employees, 
and shall require i t s  agents and assigns to pny to those 
regularly engaged in service and business under this Agree- 
ment, wages commensurate with prevailing wages paid by 
other employees of Barbadian labour for like job require- 
ments, such prevailing wages to be determined by the com- 
pany who will make actual surveys of the labour market 
from time to time." 

Therefore the Company will go around Barbados and 
find out what wages a r e  being paidandthen they will come 
Mck and my: "These a r e  the wageawhichwe a r e  going to 
py" .  1 cannot aee how you could write that in any agree- 
ment in 1963 nor can 1 aeeany member of tbe Government 
allowing a c h u m  like this to remain in this Agreement. 



There a re  memberr of the Government who have had 
condderable experience with Falr  Wager claumr; theHon. 
Minister of Agriculture h imr l f  L on8 of those members. 
They c m  read about Fa& Wager claums in the United 
kingdom. The Hon. Miniater of Agriculture has had a bitter 
experience during the War. When the United S a t e s  came 
along with their work there war no Trade Union, and the 
Barbados workers who were worldng for the Americans 
got comparetlvely l e r r  than what was paid to any other 
employee in other placer because in those places there 
were Trade Unions. Where theGovernment is the employer, 
the Government will write a Fair  Wages contract for the 
people who, for instance, a r e  delivering mails a t  the Post 
Office. They will write a Falr Wages clause which is 
written a s  a Resolution which was passed a s  a document. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am wonderingif theHon. Leader 
of the House would say what this clauae means. The Hon. 
Premier got up toexplain, but theHon. Leader of the House 
is the person who has introduced this measure. Why is it 
that the Compnny mulrt have the right to determine wages 
for them emp&yceS when, a t  the premnt time, they do not 
determine the wager? W b t  job requirement is there in 
Barbados for anybody to go and have the relevant fob re- 
quirement? This is somethingto benegotiatedwhere you Q 
not have a Trade Union; this is not to be negotiated in this 
way when you have aTradeUnion. What you should write in 
h e n  is that these wages a r e  to be determined by the Trade 
Union. Mr. Deputy Speaker, we have had topostpone nego- 
tiations with this very company pending the introduction of 
this Agreement in this House. We said that in view of the 
fact that the Company is embarking on a new scheme, we 
would not proceed to deal with the question of a new con- 
tract because there is no point in dealing with a new con- 
tract with people when they a re  in the process of a com- 
pletely new operation. 

1 will not worry to deal with the remark which has 
been used, but could anyone suggestinconnectionwith what 
1 have said, that there i s the  slightestidea of saying some- 
thing which is not factual? I am not placing any interpreta- 
tion on anything; I will draw this matter to the attention 
of any reasonable person and 1 willaskhim: "What do you 
take this to mean?" Mr. Deputy Speaker, i t  is bound to 
mean that you a r e  giving the Company too much leeway 
in this matter of determining wages. This isan  Agreement 
which you would give to King Spud You have an agreement 
is the Middle East and oil is a very important thing. They 
willpay expatriater wager and salaries and they will pro- 
vide them with a houm allowance; but becaurr them wages 
a r e  not to be determined by the Trade Union, our workers 
will be subsidising wages which every employer pnys. 1 
am saying that wages which a re  paid outdde the Trade 
Union a r e  miserably low, You examine thew wages which 
a r e  paid outside the Trade Union and compare them with 
those which are  determined by the TraQ Union. The Gov- 
ernment has just sent down a minimum wage for persons 
who a r e  working in stores, and all they can arrive a t  is 
the amount of $18 per week for them employees and the 
minimum becomes the maximum in a sector like that; but 
we have an agreement for messengers and porters where 
these employees get a s  much a s  $25 a week and in some 
cases more. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: On a point of order. Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, in reference to the wages fixed for h o p  
assllrtantq I uhould like to point out that the Committee 
which fixed theme wages har on i t  a reprerrentatlve of the 
Barbados Worbr s ;  Union. 

Mr. WALCUTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the hon. member 
does not neem to underetand what1 am mying. By virtue of 
the aructure  of the Wages Council#, there a re  three repre- 
wntatlver of employer, three reprementativer oftha Barba- 
do8 Workers' Union and three independent persona, sothat 
the repremntatives of the BarbadorWorkerrs Union d t  with 
d x  other permnr in order to deal with wager. Outdde the 
Wager Councilq there a r e  people whoare working for lower 
wages #till, wager which a r e  not negotiated. You cannot open 
up the company to placer where wager a re  negotiated and 
why should people not negodata forwagerwherea valuable 
thing like oil ir concerned? 

A claum Uke this ir obnoxiour to any d e c e n t - W d  
Trade Unionist. One would think that when a matter is 
drawn to your attention you would see the weaknear of it. 
If you mean that the Trade Union can fight against the a m -  
p n y  then you should not put in that clause. This means 
something which will militate against the workers them- 
selves, because you a r e  allowing another oil company to 
come in here and bargain in the cheapest labour market. 1 
am submitting that it should not be a question of wages "to 
be determined by the Company, who will make actual sur- 
vey s of the labour market from time to time", but i t  should 
be wages which a re  determined by the Workers' Organiza- 
tion and the Company. In an ordinary Fairwages clause i t  
could not read a s  i t  reads here: "Wages to be determined 
by the Company." A Fair Wages clause never allows any 
person who I s  carrying on a business to determine wages. 
8.15 pm.  

1 cannot deal with Article 12 - Force Majeure, since 
the person responsible for it has left the House. 1 presume 
I will talk until 8.30 p.m., and therefore will come back 
next Tuesday; but apart from the difficultieswithwhich we 
have to deal in a matter like this, and for which the person 
has absented himself, 1 will still proceed to show what 1 
mean. The Article reads a s  followa- 

"No failure o r  omission to carry out o r  to observe 
any of the terms, provisions o r  conditions of this Agree- 
ment should give rise to any claim by one party hereto 
against the other, o r  deemed to be a breach of this Agree- 
ment if the same shall be caused by o r  arise out of war, 
hostilities, act of enemies of the United S a t e s  o r  the Bri- 
tish Commpnwealth o r  of belligerent% sabotage, blockade, 
revolution, insurrection, riot o r  disorder; a r res t  or  re- 
straint of rulers o r  peoples, expropriation, requlsdtion, con- 
fiscation, o r  ~tionalisat ion;  embargoes o r  export o r  import 
restrictions; compliance with any order o r  requerrt of any 
governmental authority o r  person or body administrative or 
judicial o r  otherwise, purporting to act for a Government; 
interference by, o r  restrictions o r  currency regulationsor 
other onerous regulations imposd  by civil o r  military 
authorities, whether legal o r  de facw andwhether purport- 
ing to act under some constitution, decree, law o r  other- 
wise; Act of God, fire, frost, earthquake, worm, lightning, 
tide, tidal wave o r  perils of the eea, accidents of naviga- 
tion o r  breakdown o r  injury of vessels, lossof tanker ton- 
nage due to dnking by belligerentror to governmental tak- 
ing whether o r  not by formal requisition; accidents to o r  
closing of harbour, docks, canals, o r  other assistancesto o r  
adjuncts of shipping or  navigation; epidemic, quarantine, 
strikes o r  combination of workmen, lockouts o r  other labour 
disturbances." 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, therewlll be no obligationin these 
days to do them things, but higher up in this Agreement l 
want to know what is theintentionof the Company. It states 
in Article 4 C 

"ln the event that the failure of the Company to make 
the petroleum products referred to above available to meet 
the demand of Barbados in whole or inpart is due to any of 
the causes set out in Article 12 hereof, then and in such 
event the Compnny shall have the right to import such 
petroleum products to make up the deficiency resulting 
from the lor r  of refinery production, uuch importation of 
products to be subject to al l  of the benefits which the Com- 
pany enjoyr hereunder in manufacturing and selling such 
productm, including the right to the docharge by the Gov- 
ernment of the conrumpion tax obligation of the Compeny 
a 8  provided for in Art lck  5 hereof." 

1 would Uke to draw to the Minister's attendon that 
thir clauae can & a very dangerous one. He will note that 
in Article I2 mendoair made that if there is Srih lockout 
o r  t h e a  labour dtaurbrncer , youare now giving thtr Com- 
pany the right to ci~curnvent them measure. The reamn 
why 1 my th t  ir W u r e  a c h u m  Uke tN8 in hers, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, ir very dangerour for my Track Union 
m d  the workera concerned. With thir a 8  i t  rundo. if we 
call a #rib and the dl people my they a r e  not &livering, 
we will find it difficult, and that ir why 1 had to read thew 
thlngr togecber. You a r e  glvlng thir Compnny the dg&t to 



come h e n  and pay wageeon a loose b a d e  to be detexmlned 
by them. At the same time, youare giving them the right of 
roying they con m e t  the Union but they do not have to care 
what the Union myys if they pay these wages, b e a u s  if 
anything happenq they still have the rlght to bring In the 
oil and are going to see to i t  that they get in the oil; so 
the Company - andthlsibwhere the dangers of the oppoei- 
tion can arise - has two things a t  i t s  disposal. They can 
reflne a t  rates to be determined by the Company, and if there 
is a dispute between the Company and the workers about 
rates of pay, they have the right to import oil for the re- 
finery less consumption tax in order that they can go on 
functioning a s  an organization against any other request 
we would make. What rlghts a r e  you putting in here for 
workers? A 1  these rights a r e  on behalf of the Company. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, l need not remind members of the 
House that there has not been a place in the world where oil 
refineries have been set up in free democratic countries 
where you do not have labour disputes. Youwill remember 
only last year there was a long oil strike in Trinidad in 
which the Oilfield Workers Union of Trinidad and al l  the 
oil Companies were locked. 1 am not submitting thls from 
the point of view of projecting a strike in this community, 
because 1 would say that Barbados has lost less man days 
in labour dislocation than any other territory in the Carib- 
bean with a Trade Union of our size and power. We do not 
strike like a romantic affair; we strike when there is a 
real  need, and1 would say in a general way that the day S for 
striking in Barbados are  gradually diminishing because 
happily the majority of employers haveexhibiteda greater 
sense of industrial relations, and they a r e  more willing to 
sit down around a table, no matter how difficult the task 
may be, and hammer out these things. Only this morning 
we finalised our negotiations in the Port of Bridgetown 
and the Harbour, and l can say that substantial increases 
have been paid to the workers without there being any ds- 
location. or  without there being any attitude to the Union of 
imposing higher living standards on the people. These in- 
creases have been made without any suggestion that the 
landing charges should be increased in order to give the 
workers more money, because the Union has taken the res- 
ponsible view that we do not think it is right in every case 
to impose an additional charge for a comparatively narrow 
section of workers to receive an increase if the proportion- 
ate increase on the whole community does not justify it. 
We were satisfied that the landingchargespaidand the re- 
turns for landing charges made were adequate to give in- 
creases without increasing the landing charges, andwe have 
been able to impress the employers and, 1 believe, in an 
indirect way, the Government that this is not necessary. 
8.25 p.m. 

1 am not suggesting that we arelooking for a clause in 
the Agreement tocall for  a strike. because that might be a 
memory, but this clause precludes to a large extent the 
effect operation of the marketing company paying wages 
through negotiations with a competent organivltion because 
there i s  this escape clause through which the Company 
can import i t s  fuel. 

1 think the Government has a s  much right not only to 
appear a s  i f  they a r e  protecting the workers but to do w 
in actual writing, and i t  i s in  these two clauses, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, that 1 think 1 should make an amendment. l do not 
know if 1 am in order, but it is not a money Bill. 1 should 
say that Article six, paragraph 1, shouldreadas follows:- 

"The Company shall give preference to Barbadiansin 
the staffing of the refining operation to the extent that 
persons a re  available who, in the Company's judgement, 
have the qualifications and skills necessary to perform 
efficiently the duties and discharge the reaponPlbilities of 
the positions involved." 

The words "and shall undertake to pay to such em- 
ployees, and shall require its agents and assigns to pay to 
those regularly engaged in service and bueinessunderthis 
Agreement, wages commensurate with prevailing Wages 

fCI paid by other employers of Barbadian labour for llke job 
requirements, such prevailing wages to be determined by 
the Company who will make actual surveys of the labour 

J- 

market from time to time." should be deleted. We should 
not W rite in a chum in an Agmment romachfng which glver 
the Company the dght  to determilt6 w a p r h r e d o n  what- 
ever Barbadian workers a r e  p.ld. 

This  is an oil company with which we a r e  dealing and 
1 am a bit shocked to flndthata Minister of Labour who, if 
1 may say so, prior to his  becoming a Minister was one of 
the lrtaunchest objectors in Barbados to a clause such a s  
th iq  is agreeing to it. l wouldlike to know who was his a& 
visor. 1 would like to know who advised him to put this in. 
1 would Uke to know if Mobliofl can show you another 
Agreement of their Company withanotherGovemm~ntwith 
t N s  clause In. 1 do not knowlfthet is a claurse drawn from 
an oil company which has an Agreement with the Govern- 
ment of Arubn o r  CuraCao. Those of U 8  who have exper- 
ience of what happened in Arubm and Cwacao know that 
workers were not allowed to join a Trade Union outside of 
the Company's Union with which they were working. l think 
the hon. senior member for St. George hashad experience 
with an oil company there andhe can tell what is the situa- 
tion there. 

Not only is this clause offensive to the 1.L.O. Con- 
vention, but the 1.L.O. Convention repudiates a clause like 
this. 

MOMENT OF INTERRUPnON 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is now 8.30 p.m. and ac- 
cording to the Rules of this House, i t  is the moment of 
interruption. 

I s  this matter with which we a r e  dealing a matter of 
a controversial nature'? 

VOlCESc Yes, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: According to the rules, 
if there is any other matter which is uncontroverstal. it 
may be proceeded with until 9 p.m. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the only 
l tems on the Order Paperwhich might be proceeded with a t  
this stage would be Order No. 5 which is an amendment to 
Married W oman's.(Separation and Maintenance) Act, 1950, 
and Order No. 7, Resolution to approve the lease by the 
Executive Committee of 900 square feet of landin the Port  
Area to Messrs. Booth Steamship Company (Barbados) Ltd. 

Mr. WALC4YIT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, bothmattersare 
controversial. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Sir, 1 am surprised to hear 
that Order No. 7 is regarded ascontroversiaLlt is a very 
simple Resolution. 

Mr. WALCO'IT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 rise one point 
of order. You cannot give way if a matter is controversial. 
If a member says that i t  iscontroversial, that is the end of 
it. I t  is not a question of the Hon. Minister's opinion. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Sir, 1 am not asking you o r  
the hon. senior member for St. Peter foradvice. All that l 
am saying is in passing. 1 said that1 am surprised to know 
that Order No. 7 is controversial. 

Mr. WALCOTI': But that is nothing to comment on. 

Hon. W. A. CRAW FORD: 1 comment on what 1 feel I 
should comment on. 

Mr. WALColT: But it is against the Rules. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Only one honourable member 
should address the Chair. 

Hon. W. A. CRAW FORD: l am notaddresslngthe (;hair 
a t  all. 

Mr. DEPWY SPEAKER: That is worse; youare mnd-  
ing. 



Hon. W. A. CRAWFORI): NW, Sr, that brlngr Gov- 
ernment budnerr to an end for todry. 
8.35 p.m. 

The remaining item8 on the Order Paper will mm& 
in the order inwhich theyappar  onthe Order Paper today, 
Then there will follow item8 of which notice was given 
earller todry. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD. Mr. Deputy SpuLtr, l beg tc 
mow that thir H o u r  do now adjourn until Tucd.y abxt 
the 4th June, 196% at  12 o'clock Noon. 

Hon. C B. T A U  l beg to racond that. 

Hoa. J. C TUDOR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, before you pu 
the querCion for dro adjowmment oftheHoua,l rhould fun 

like to my thia Your Honour ir well awam tht the Uni- 
verdty of the W e a  lndier h r r  requerred of Your Honour 
the we of thir (;h.rnber over the next week end mrdng 
from Saturday, la June, rmdl Monday, 3rd June, for the 
purpom of holding the third meeting of the Appralrolr 
Commltme of the Unlverdty. The flrr meedng war held 
In Jamaica, the eccond wan held ia Trinidad and the thlrd 
meeting is to be held here. A r  the mrritori.1 member of 
the Uaiverdty Council i t  I8 announced that thls is beinn 
done in cam that any hon. member should woadcr why the 
precinct8 of thin Houae ore being wed for three dry8 by r 
f oreign body. 

The question that this Hourr do now .adjourn until 
Tuerday next, 4th June, at 12 o'clock noon, war put and 
resolved in the offinnative without divirion, and Mr. 
DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned the Howe accordingly. 




