House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION 1962

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Tuesday, 5th November, 1963.

Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 12.00 o'clock (noon) today.

' PRESENT

His Honour E. L. CARMICHAEL, J.P.,(Deputy Speak-
er); Mr. L. E. SMITH, J.P.; Mr. F. C. GODDARD; Hon. J.
C. TUDOR, M,A., (Minister of Education}; Mr, J. W.
CORBIN; Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON, (Minister of Com-
mynicadons. Works and Housing)k Mr, W. R, COWARD;
Mr. R, ST.C. WEEKES, J.P.; Mr. W R. LOWE; Mr. G. V.
BATSON, (Chairman of Committees) Mr, J. B. YEAR-
®OOD snd Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS, (Minister of Social
Services),

Prayers were read,
ABSENCE OF SPEAKER

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
the House that His Honour the Speaker is at present en-
gaged in a case as Senior Ceunselatthe Assize Court, and
the c¢ase has reached a stage where his presence ig
necessary,

MINUTES
Mrs DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have the honour to inform
thé Hoiise that the Minutes of the 29th QOctober, 1963, have

been citeulated, and unless there is any objection, thege
Minutes will be taken as reed and confirmed. (4 Pause)

- There. being no objection, these Minutes are taken as
- confirmed,
DOCUMENTS
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: | have the honour to inform
the House that I have received the Finangial Report of the
Accountant General for the month ended 30th April, 1963,

PAPERS LAID

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, on

Bchalt of the Hon. Premier, I am commanded to lay:-

., .. Statistical Service — Selected Monthly Indicators —

 July, 1963

. ©On my own behalf, 1 am commanded to lay;

The Annual Report of the Department of Lahour for the
year 1961.

GOVERNMENT .NOTICES

Hon. W, A, CRAW FORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, onbehalf
of the Hon. Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries,
1 beg to give notice of a Resolution that the sum of $50,000
be advanced from the Public Treasury and placed at the
disposal of the Governor-in- Executive Committee to meet
the necessary expenses of putting the sugar and molasses
Factory at Haggatts, St. Andrew, in condition for opera-
tion during the forthcoming crop season;

Also Resolution to approve the Order entitied ‘‘The
Sugar Industry (Rehabilitation, Price Stabilisation,andl.a-
bour Welfare) Order, 1963.

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | beg
to give notice of a Resolution to place the sum of $6,806
at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Committee to
supplement the Estimates 1963-64, Partl — Current, as
shown in the Supplementary Estimate 1963-64, No. 22,
which forms the Schedule to the Resolution.

1 am also asking leave to deal with this Resolution in
all its stages today as it is a matter of urgency.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Sir, 1 am going to ask for
leave to deal at today's sitting with both the money Resolu-
tions of which notice has just been given today. The appro-
priate Resolutions will be circulated and there is some
urgency attached to both. In the case of the Resolution re
Haggatts Factory, the money i3 required immediately in
order to start putting the factory into condition for opera-
tion for the coming crop and, therefore, hon. members
will readily appreciate that itis{mportant that work should
be started at an early stage because any delay will reflect
adversely on the operation of the Factory.

With regard to the other Resolutlon, thatisin connec-
tion with the rehabilitation of polio victimsandthat is also
a matter of urgency on medical grounds, We are, there-
fore, asking the support of hon. members in dealing with"
both of these money Resolutions at today’s meeting.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Mr. LYNCH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 beg to give notice
of the following Resolution;-

WHEREAS Barbados needs citizens who have had the
benefit of higher educadon in subjects other than these
catered for by the Local College of Arts & Sciences,

AND WHEREAS the income tax allowances for the
parents of students studying at centres of higher educatdon
are thoroughly inadequate,

AND WHEREAS such inadequate allowancesareacting
as a deterrent to persons desirous of giving their children

higher education;




BE IT RESOLVED that the Government introduce
legisladon to amend the Income Tax Act to increase the
allowances for the parents of students studying at centres
of higher education to bring such allowances nearer to the
actual cost of such educadon.

12,25 p.m.

Messrs, F., L, WALCOTT and E, D. MOTTLEY
entered the House and took their seats,

QUESTION

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Speaker, | beg to give notice of the
following Question:-

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:

Is the Minister aware that the tunnel at the entrance
to Carrington’s Village Tenantry Road, St. Thomas, needs
widening in order that the water would be able to flow

freely?

2. Will the Minister remedy same in an effortto bring
satisfaction to the people lving in the said area?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is another question
standing in the name of the hon. junior member for S.
James who, 1 observe, is not now in his place.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move
that Committee of Supply be taken as the first Order of
the Day.

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.
The question was put and resolved in the affima-

tive without division,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: | beg to move that Your
Honour do now leave the Chair andtheHouse go into Com-~
mittee of Supply, and that it be an instructon of the House

“when in Committee of Supply to deal with the Resolutions

"for $50,000 and $6,806 of which notice was given earlier
today.

G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that,

Hon. G,

The question was put and resolved in the affima-
tive without division,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
went into Committee of Supply, M, BATSON in the (hair,

RESOLUTION re. SUGAR AND MOLASSES
FACTORY AT HAGGATTS

Hon., W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, the first
Resoluton is a Resolution for the sum of $50,000 to be
tadvanced from the Public Treasury and placed at the dis-
posal of the Governor-in- Executive Committee tomeet the
necessary expenses of putting the sugar and molasses
Factory at Haggatts, St. Andrew, in condition for operation
during the forthcoming crop season.

First of all, Sir, | want to apologise to hon. members
for the necessity of dealing with this matter so urgently
today, and ] will explain to hon. members the reason for
this, If the factory atHaggattsistobe reconditioned and put
on an operational basis of maximum efficiency in time for
the forthcoming crop season, then no time should be lost
in starting the work there. Hon. members will therefore
appreciate the fact that every week which goes by will
militate against the possibility of the factory starting on

'time, That is why the Government feels compelled today to
have this Resolution passed by both Houses of the Legisla-
ture so that from tomorrow morning work can be started
at the factory.

From the Addendum to the Resolution, hon, members
-~ will see that the actual acquisition of this group isin

furtherance of the Government’s policy of development of
small farms for food production as indicated in its
Development programme 1962-65 to the effect that steps
should be taken to purchase the Haggatts group of estates
in St. Andrew, comprising Haggatts, Brucevale, Greenland,
Overhill, Bawden and River, together with the factory at

Haggatts, This group of estates comprises 1,710 1/2 acres »

of land of which 812 1/2 acres are arable. The Addendum
further explains that purchase of the group of estatesis sub-
jecttothe necessary funds being forthcoming from the Sugar
Industry Price Stabilizadion Fund, This source of Funds
has been decided on as being appropriate to meet the cost
of the purchase of this group of estates and others, and
steps are being taken to have the funds made available,
This involves legislative sanction being sought to Regula-
dons extending the purposes to which the Price Stabiliza-
tion Fund can be put, after agreement shall have been given
by the Sugar Industry Price Stabilization Reserve Board,
the Barbados Sugar Producers’ Association, the Barbados
Workers’ Unfon and the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

In other words, Sir, the ratification of the proposal is
to be sought on the part of the four bodies enumerated here,
and on receipt of thatratification, the necessary legislatdon
will be enacted in order to extend the scope of the Regula-
tlons governing the utllisation of the Price ‘Stabilization
Fund.

12, 35 P.m,

Paragraph 3 of the Addendum, Sir, sets out in further
detail the Government’s policy in this matter, itis pointed
out that at present Government owns certain other estates,
and it considers that they should all be operated on a com-
mercialbasisalong the lines of the Government’s agricul-
tural policy. This policy isbased onanapproved production
plan designed to demonstrate to small farmersthe manner
in which their crops can be diversified and produced on a
commercial basis, In order to achieve this, Government
therefore proposes to introduce legislation shortly to es-
tablish an Agricultural Development Corporation, and with
the establishment of this Corporation, the Governmenthas
decided that the Sugar Industry Price Stabilisation Reserve
Board should be requested to agree to make a grant of
$1 1/2 million from the Price Stabilisation Fund available
to enable the Corporation, when established, to take over
the running and development of all such Government-owned
properties on a commercial basis, In other words, Sir, the
Board {s being asked to provide not only the actual money
for the purchase of theHaggatts group, butto capitalise the
Agricultural Development Corporation to the tune of $1 1/2
million in order to operate on commercial lines the
Haggatts group and all other estates owned by the Govern-
ment, and to operate them, Sir, onlinesin keeping with the
Government's agricultural policy.

In paragraph 4 the Government is advised that the
factory at Haggatts should be continued in operation, and
that it is essential for work to be started immediately to
put it into condition in order for it to operate during the
coming crop season, and the Legislature is belng asked
by the Resolution now before it to provide the sum of
$50,000 which is required as an advance purely for
mechanical improvement at Haggatts Factory. In other
words, Sir, the actual capitalisadon of the Agricuitural
Development Corporation will come in due coursefrom the
Price Stabilisation Fund, but we could not wait for radfi-
cation of the proposal by the four Organisations involved
to begin toimprove the mechanical conditions of the Factory
at Haggatts, and therefore the only source for obtaining the
$50,000 for this purpose was the Legislature, and this
Resolution seeks to get the approval of the Legislature
for an advance of $50,000 to meet the expenses of putting
the factory in order,

The funds will eventually come from the Sugar .

Industry Capital Rehabilitation Reserve Fund from whichsa
part of the funds will be reimbursed, In other words, the
Treasury is called upon to advance this money which will
be reimbursed when we get the funds from the Rehabili-
tatlon Fund, and I do want to emphasize that this step has
been regarded as imperative solely on the basis of com-
mencing work immediately at the factory at Haggatts, 1
think, Sir, that the Resolution ought to commend itself
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to hon. members if they are apprised of all the facts, and

" if they are willing to support in principle the acquisition

of this factory and the plantation group by the Government.

" The Government feels in principle that in the interest both

of its own agricultural policy, in theinterest of the economy
of the country, and in the interest of the small farmers,
factory workers and plantation workers {n St, Andrew that
this factory should not be allowed to go out of production
at this stage,

" Apart from the question of people employed there,

' Sir, and the facilities which are offered forthe processing

of canes produced in the area, the Government has come
to the conclusion that from all points of view the retention
of this factory as a working unit was economical and jus-

. tified, and therefore seeks approval of the Legislature for

its plans in this respect. Hon. members who have been
aware of all the circumstances surrounding the closing down
of the factory and hon. members whoarealso aware of the
deep- seated desjre on the part of cane producersand agri-
cultural workers in the area to have the {actory continue
its operation will readily support the Government's pro-
posals. It is quite true that in the past, as has been re-
ported, the factory has not been a financial success, and
therefore the present owners decided to discontinue its
operation; but the Government has been advised that there
are possibilities of putting the operation on a sound
‘economical basts, and it is further advised that with the
capitalisation involved the expenditure {s justified, andthat

. the property itself is worth the amount asked for, This

is a cardinal point, Regardiess of all the necessity for
continuing the factory in operation, the Government feels
that the money expended in this respect is justified. The
value of the land and the value of the factory is well worth
the amount it is being asked to pay, and if at some time
in the future efther the condition of the {ndustry or the
Government'’s agricultural policy itself warrantsthe cessa-

"tion of the operation of the factory asa sugar factory unit,

this is a matter to be considered in the future; but ag the
moment all things tend to point to the conclusion that the
Government is well justified in embarking on this scheme.

1 beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.
Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Chairman, 1 am not objecting
first of all to the lateness with which the Government has
presented us with the Resolution, because 1 accept the
expjanation given by the Hon. Leader of the House, But
surely, Sir, he must credit us with some sense of res-
ponsibility on this side of the Table, He has after reading
the Addendum made certain explanations to us relative to
this Resolution, and | agreethat with the crop season being
justaroundthe corner, anyone doing business with another
relative to machinery for processing cane in this Island
should do it quickly.

12."5 psm.

Surely the hon, member in his entire speech has not
even treated us, may | be permitted to say, with the cour-
tesy of saying what it is proposed to give for this entire
factory or plantatdon. You are merely asking usto vote for
a Resolution of $50,000 which says that part of the advance
will be reimbursed. You cannot coms in here and tell us
that you are going to pay an advance on something which
you are purchasing, something which is partly res| estate
and partly chattel but more or less real estate, because it
does not merely deal with the factory. According to the
Addendum it {s stated that this $50,000 is to start and put
into condition the factory which contains a group of estates
comprising of 1,710 1/2 acres of land of which B12 1/2
acres are arable and the Haggatts group of estates are
Haggatts, Bruce Vale, Greenland, Overhill, Bswden
and River, The hon. member has not told us whag is the
purchase price, andthisHouse would be absolutely wrong in
voting one single cent unless it knows what it {s putting
$50,000 on,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, if the hon.
member will just give way on a point of order, | would just
like to say that we are not paying $50,000 on this factory.

This $50,000 has absolutely nothing todo with the purchase
price. 1 appreciate that this Resolution has just been put
before hon. members and it may be a bit too much to ask
hote members to assimilate everything in the Addendum.
This $50,000 is only to put the machinery of the factory
into condition.

When you say in parsgraph 5 of the Resolution that
funds will become available from the Sugar Indumry
Capital Rehabilitation Reserve Fund with which a part of
the advance wiil be reimbursed, all it means is this,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, that is not fair, The
hon. member 18 on a point of order,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: 1 was just explaining to the
hon. member something and I only got as far as ‘‘what it
means is this*’.

Mr. MOTTLEY: You camnot do that,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Hon. Minister was justgiving an
explanation.

Mr. MOTTLEY: You cannot tell me that, | have been
in here too long.

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: The hon, member made two
single statements on which he wanted an explanation.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Maybe, that explanation will make me
change my speech. ] am perfectly willing to listen to the
explanation by the Hon. Minister, but what 1 am saying is
this, | am not objecting to the lateness of this Resolution
because no arrangement has been made either by the pri-
vate owners or the Government for putting the machinery
into order for the processing of sugarcane during the next
crop; therefore, you will have to come in with something
for that and do something immediately.

Sir, 1 go on to say that you are asking us to vote
for this Resolution for $50,000 and the Hon. Minister has
given us greater thought when he saysthatthis $50,000 has
nothing to do with the purchase price of these group of
estates and factories, In other words, the Hon. Minister
is tolling us that the Government has not purchased yet,
but that they are going to spend $50,000 on something on
which they have not yet had an agreement.

One would have thought that the Hon. Minister would
have told up in the preamble what is not in the Addendum,
and what a lot of us has been hearing outside, such as,
the Government {3 golng to purchase Haggatts by compul-
sory acquisition or that they have agreed to purchase it
for so much, Sir, you have not entered into any agreement
at all, but you are spending $50,000 on a factory. If you had
told ys that you have entered in agreement, either in the
Addendum or in your introductory speech, that may have
changed my speech. Too often Ministers rely on only
reading out what is in the Addendum, which is something
all of us can read, You come today and ask us to vote for
a Resolution for $50,000 to buy this factory. You have not
madg any statement about putting the factory in order,

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Will the hon, member give way?

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 correct myself, He said to put the
factory in order.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Hon. Premier is on a point of
order,

Mr, MOTTLEY: 1 corrected myself to say thatthe hon.
member said, ‘‘to put the factory in order®’. It was not
<0 purchase the factory.

Hon, E, W. BARROW: The hon. sentor member for the
City makes statements and then corrects himself. I just
want to explain to the hon. member that the House is being
advanced this money which involves what would be a
Suspense Account and it would be paid back into the
Treasury. This has been done purely that work should be




started on the factory. The Clerk of the Executive Com-
mittee and the Solicitors of the owners of this factory have
been negotiating on the purchase of Haggatts Factory and
the group of estates, and they have agreed on all the terms
of the conveyances, and as far as 1 know the Crown
Solicitor and the Solicitor for the individuals have agreed
to the proposals and that is the basis of the contract. We
have been informed by authoritative peopl¢ who are versed
in factory work that it is absolutely essentialto start from
this week to put the factory in good condition.

Mr, MOTTLEY: The Hon. Premier was not in the
House when this matter was introduced. It does notmatter
what Latn phraseology: you may quote. There was not a
single existing agreement between the Crown Solicitors
and the Solicitors for the owners of this property that the
price which you are asking will be paid. None of that was
heard before,

The hon. member has said something to which I will
ask him to refer to the last part in paragraph 5 of the
Addendum. He said that this amount be paid into the Trea-
sury of which a part of the advance will be reimbursed.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Sir, that is what] was trying
to explain to the hon. member and he refused to listen to
me. A part will be paid back from the Rehabilitation Fund,
because if the sugar industry every year is entitled to a
certain amount of money per ton of sugar produced, there-
fore, Haggatts {s entitled from the Rehabilitadon Fundto a
certain amount of money at the end of the crop based on
its sugar production, and this money 15 for this purpose of
rehabilitating it,

12, 55 P.m.

The money collected from the Rehabilitation Fund will
go towards the $50,000 and the remainder will come from
the capital of the factory.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I think that the way....

Hon, E, W. BARROW: On a point of order. The Hon.
Leader of the House has said that the remainder of the
money will come from the capital of the factory. That is
one possible way in which it will be repaid, but sugar fac-
tories in Barbados regard this kind of operation as current
expenditure which §s recouped partly from the Rehabjlita-
tion Fund and partly from the profits of the factory. The
Hon. Leader of the House has therefore only given a guar-
antee that if the factory does not make a profit, the money
will be available from the Fund. It is not necessary that
the money will come from the capital exclusively,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, the position has been
now clarified more so than the Addendum has made it,
From the point which the hon, member has made, as far
as the Resolution is concerned, we would be asked to vote
this sum of $50,000 to put the factory in a proper working
order to meet this crop which is now coming., There is
nothing in the Addendum which says that the Government
has entered into any agreement to acquire the factory, at
what price the Government is acquiring it, or what,

Hon. E, W, BARROW: On a point of order, The hon,
member is always arguing with himself.]l havea Statement
to make on the whole project as soon as this Resolution is
concluded. As a matter of fact, 1 have two Statements to
make in the House which Statements 1 cannot make in
Committee. The hon, member knows that I came in the
House while the House was in Committee and these State-
ments were in my despatch box locked up and I usually
keep the keys to my despatch box.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, ] am not arguing with
myself; 1 am arguing commonsense,

Hon. E, W, BARROW: | have the Statement here,

Mr. MOTTLEY: You have it, but hon. membersdo nat
know 1t, I excuse the hon. member for being late,

Hon.. E. W, BARROW: On a point of order. Mr, Chair-
man, I am Chafrman of the Council of Ministers meeting

in this Island and 1 will say that not only was] late, but
the Statement was also late, My arrival coincided with the
arrival of the Statement,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Anyhow, Mr. Chairman, I am stli
holding my own on this point, Let us admit that what the
Hon. Premier says is the procedure, but he must not come
to the conclusion that I am arguing with myself, I am argu-
ing what any reasonable member would argue, You come
down here with a Resolutlon to put thisfactory in order so
as to meet this year's crop; you are puttdng this factory
into shape, but we cannot say with any authorlty coming
from any Government Minister thatthe Government has ac-
quired this factory. The hon. member has actually told us
that there s an agreement between the Crown Solicitor
and the Solicitor for the vendors of this property, and that
in itself stands good because the Government has agreed
with the vendors to pay what theyhaveasked for this prop-
erty. Hon, members are entitledto know how much is being
paid for this factory.l wantto say this in the interest of the
Government .of this country; at one time it was stated that
one price would be paid for this factory and in the next
week $200,000 was asked for it and in the next week they
were asking for $300,000, In the circumstances, therefore,
it is appropriate that before this Resolution is passed, we
should hear the Statement,

Mr,. Chairman, 1 am going to suggest, as a matter of
fact 1 am. going to move, that further consideraton of
this. Resoludon be postponed so that the Hon. Premier can
make a Statement in this House. When the Hon, Premier
makes that Statement in this House, every hon, member
will know what the Government is paying for this factory,
whether it be $200,000 or $300,000. Nobody will sit down
here like an idiot and say that you should reépair this fac-
tory and does not know what price is golng to be paid for
the factory, Mr. Chairman, I beg to move that you do now
report progress and ask for leave for the Committee to
sit again. I make thatmotion sothatwe will be able to have
the facts before us before we proceed with the Resolution.

Mr. GODDARD: 1 beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-

tive without division,

The CHAIRM AN reported and Mr, DEPUTY SP EAKER
résumed the (hair and reported accordingly,

Hon, E, W, BARRQW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | am ask~
ing leave to make two Statements before hon. members of
this House. One Statement is jn relation to the Haggatts
Factory and group of estates by the Government of Bar-
bados and the other oneisin relation to the additional pro-
fits accruing to the sugarindustryin respect of the 1963
crop.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. member is asking
leave to make two Statements, and unlessthere be any ob-
jection to either Statement being made, leave willbe grant-
ed the Hon. Premier to make those statements. (4 fter a
pause) There being no objection, leave isgrantedthe Hon,
Premier to make the Statements,

STATEMENT re HAGGATTS FACTORY AND
GROUP OF ESTATES

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is the
Statement which 1 now propose to make in relation to the
Haggatts Factory and group of Estates in the parish of
St. Andrew;- ‘

In the absence of the Minister of Agriculture, Lands
and Fisheries, I have the honour toinform this Honourable
House that the Government has decided to take:steps to
purchase the Haggatts group of estatesin St. Andrew, com-
prising Haggauts, Brucevale, Greenland, Overhill, Bawden
and River, together with the factory at Haggatts, This group
of estates comprises 1,710 1/2 acres of land of which
812 1/2 acres are arable.

2, This decision has been reached, bearing in mind
the Government's policy of development of land of




small farms for food production as indicated in the Devel-
opment Programme 1962-65,

3. Agresment has been reached with the owners of
this group of esates, S, P, Musson, Son & Co, Ltd., a8 to
the purchase price and a letter of intent has been sent to
them. It is expected that the sugar and molasses factory
at Haggatts will be handed over to the Government during
this week, and it is hoped that the factory will be put in
condition in order for it to operate inthe forthcoming crop

. aeason.

4. As an interim measure, theGovernmentis appoint-
fng Lt. Col, H, A, Dowding, M.B.E,, as manager of the pro-
Joct. He will be responsible to theMinistry of Agriculture,
L.ands and Fisheries for the operation of the factory and
estates for the ime being,

S, Purchase of this group of estates, including the fac-
tory, is subject tothe necessary funds being forthcoming
from the Sugar Industry Price Stabilization Fund, and
action has already been started to have these funds made
available,

1.05 PeMe

6, The price to be paid for the properties is $75,000.
The purchaser will be responsible for the balance outstand-
ing on the soll conservation charges, which amounts to
$61,497,48, and which is repayable over a period of 10
years, and for the cultivation expenses from the st of Ju-
ly, 1963, By this purchase, the Government will also ac-
quire the 1,435 $5 shares now held by the Haggatts group
in Molasses Terminals Limited,

7. The Government proposes thatthis group of estates,
as well as the other Government-owned estates, should be
operated on a commercial basis alongthe linesof the Gov-
ernment agricultural policy. This policy is based on an
approved production plan designed to demonstrate to small
farmers the nanner inwhich their groups can be diversi-
fied and produced on a commercial basis. This is to be
done by an agency to be known as the Agricultural Devel-
opment Corporstion which the Government proposes to
establish legislation to be submitted soon to this Honour-
able House,

8. Government intends that the proposed Agricuitural
Development Corporation shouldbe financed, at ieast in its
sarly smages, by a grant from the Sugar Industry Price
Sabilizatlon Fund as the development to be undertaken
by the Corporation will assist the sugar industry directly
and indirectly by maintaining efficiency of production of
sugar cane by the purchasing of properties which would
-otherwise be subject to fragmentation, Fragmentation could
give speculators a considerable capital gajn atthe expense
of the overall efficiency which would be possible if the
properties remained as whole units which were run com-
mercially, The Government is taking steps to have the
necessary grant made available from the Price Stabiliza-
don Fund,

STATEMENT BY THE HONOURABLE PRE-
MIER RELATING TO THE ADDITIONAL
PROFITS ACCRUING TQO THE SUGAR
INDUSTRY IN RESPECT OF THE
1963 CROP

Hon. E, W, BARROW: | have the honourto inform this
Honourable House that proposals have been submitted to
the Ministry of Finance jointly by the Barbados Workers'
Union and the Sugar Producers’ Federation of Barbados on
the equitable distribution of additional profits accruing to
the sugar industry during the year 1963,

2. As a result of the unexpected rise in the price re-
cefved for sugars sold in the free market this year, it is
anticipated that the industry will benefit by a windfall of
approximately $6.7 million,

3, Agroemeui has been reached between the recog-
nised bodies representative of workers and employers

m

in the sugar industry as to the division of this windfall,
It isproposedthat there should be established & fund ad-
ministered by a board comprising:

The Financial Secretary or his nominee - Chairman
One Member nominated by the Sugar Producers’ Feders-
tion, Five Members nominated by the Barbados Workers'
Union, and that the sum of approximately $1.6 millton
should be paid into this fund for the use and benefit of the
workers in the industry, namely

(a) Workers employed on Sugar Estates

{(b) Workers employed in or about Sugar Factories
(c) Workers employed by Sugar Transport Ltd.
(d) Workers employed by Sugar Terminals Ltd.
(e) Workers employed by Molasses Terminals Ltd,

Details of the purposes for which the {ncome and capi-
tal of this fund will be appropriated are being worked out,
and the Legislature will be requested to enact the necess-
ary legislation to give effect to thispart of the agreement.

4. It is further proposed that, in accordance with a
precedent recommended by the .ewls Commissionin 1958
when an ad hoc bonus of 7% was paid to the workers out
of the windfall profits of the previous year — which inci-
dentally amounted to $9 1/2 million — and ad hoc bonus of
10% should be paid to each individual worker in the indus-
try on his total crop time earnings during the year 1963,

S. It has also been agreedthatthe balance of the wind-
fall should be paid to all cane farmers and suppliers of
sugar cane on the direct basis of the tonnage supplied.

6. The Government considers that this agreement is
a remarkable achievement in the field of industrial rela-
tions and willingly concurs,

7. This Honourable House will therefore shortly be
requested to pass the legislation necessary to give effect

t to these proposals.

HOUSE RESUMES COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 beg
to move that this House do now resume Committee of
Supply.

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS; 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affima-
tive without division, and Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER left
the (hair and the House resumed Committee of Supply,
Mr, BATSON in the Chair,

Mp. CHAIRMAN: When the House was in Committee
of Supply prior to reporting of progress, the Hon. Leader
of the Opposition was addressing the Chair, Will the hon,
member continue?

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr, Chairman, I must say now that
we have been given what ] consider a comprehensive state-
ment a8 to what is the position of the Haggatts Factory,
the several plantations comprising theHaggatts group,
what i3 being paid for it andwho should be responsible for
the soil conservation charges, and how they should be paid
over a period of years. This seems to me to be Govern-
ment’s policy. I must, however, make my position abund-
antly clear that I, speaking on behalf of my Party do not
agree with the purchasing of this plantation, factory or
otherwise, and we are going to register our vote accord-
ingly.

1 remember well, Sir, that on another occasionin this
Chamber we had to record our vote when a member of the
last Government in power brought in a Resolution tv the
effect that the Sugar industry should be nationalised, and
this seems to me — although this is not, I must confess,
by design, because we are knowledgeable on this subject —
that the owners of Haggatte Group had made decisions
some time ago that while this group of estates would be




worked and cultivated, th» sugar factoryinthisarea would
not be used any longer.

I think it {8 common knowledge within this Island that
the owners of this group of estates are very experienced
people in the handling of business, not only commercial
business but agricultural business, They have quite a scund
knowledge of this type of business, andl think it s common
knowledge that they have made it clear to the public of Bar-
bados that this factory has not been paying. I sympathise
with theGovernment in that the parish of St, Andrew is pre-
dominantly an agricultural area, that is, not only are they
agriculturists from the point of view of labourers, but
they are small peasant owners and peasant farmers, and of
the 7,000 odd people, the greatmajority are agriculturists.
1.15 p.m.

Due to its terrain, itshills and soon, it is difficult for
the people of St. Andrew to get canes out of the parish if
there was no factory in it, ] am not worried about the pur-
chasing of the plantations like Bawden, River andthe other
estates themselves, because 1 do believe the incentive of
the Barbadian is that given the opportunity of working on
something of his own, he gives of hisbestand, Mr. Chair-
man, that is an incentive in all of us. 1 have had the exper-
ience in my line of selling quite a bit of land in St. Andrew
and it has been discovered that the land which is fragmen-
ted actually produces more in the hands of the agricultural
worker than under the hands of certain businessmen be-
cause the people did more work for themselves than when
they were working for the plantation.

Sir, it is common knowledge throughoutthelslandthat
the owners of the Haggatts group decided that as the fac-
tory was nct paying they should shutitdown.l am wonder-
ing whether the Government has taken every possible step
they can, whether Government has interviewed all whom
they shouldinterview, and whether they have gone into every
possible aspect of this venture of acquiring, not so much
the land, but the factory, I will admit here and now that no
Government in this country could sit by andbe so insensi-
ble as to throw the parish of St. Andrew out of production,
What I mean is this, The parish of St. Andrew with its vast
agricultural area could not be thrown out of production
because it would be a serious blow notonly to direct taxa-
tion but to the very sugar industry for the simple reason
that St. Andrew is not a parish, as | have heard it spoken,
which can be called a good Ktchen garden parish. This
parish even with a late rainfall produces quite a goodcrop
of canes, It is, in other words, a sugar producing parish,

But, Mr. Chairman, the question of acquiring Haggatts
Factory after people with the experience of S, P, Musson,
Son & Company, has told the general public that itisnota
paying factory is something to which you should pay some
attention, I belleve myself, knowing capitalists and indus-
trialists as I do, that atany time they see something which
is paying them, however so small, they are not going to
give it up, I am speaking squarely from the shoulder. May
be, some people will say that my party represents S, P,
Musson Son and Company, but let me say that ] represent
Barbados; therefore, I am entitled to express my view for
the people of Barbados, It has been said that this factory
could not pay and was not paying for some time, |, there-
fore, question the wisdom of the Government in acquiring
it.

I am wondering whether any other means could not be
brought about in order to get the people of St. Andrew to
process their crops at other sugar factories, Quitea num-
ber of people will shout and shout, and 1 am wondering
whether these have not pressurised the Government into
something. 1 have gone into some of the facts, and I have
discovered that some of the people who were shouting the
most that Government should buy this factory have been
sending quite a “good proportion of their sugar cane to
factories outside of St, Andrew and not to Haggatts Fac-
tory. Although it may be argued that a motor lorry would
charge 50 cents per ton more tocarry your canes either to
Vaucluse or Haymans, due to the efficiency of these fac-
tories 1 am told on absolute authority that in the end you
can have a better profit, even if it is only about 20 cents

a ton, for the simple reason that these factories paid you
better than what Haggatts could pay you because Haggatts
was not an efficient factory.

This is a question which must operate in the minds
of hon. members, Has this Government been pressurised
into doing this? I wonder if some of the same people who
went into St. Andrew and said that the Government should
acquire this factory are not some of the same people who
have been taking their canes outside the parish of St. An-
drew, and | hope that within another year or so on, these
'same people will not be sayilng whata bunch of idiots mem-
bers of this Government are because they have taken up
the people's money and put this imposition on them.

There must be other means of subsldising the cane
farmers and agricultural workers of St, Andrew, Let us
take the workers at Haggatts, The factory workers form
the minority because the plantation will stillbe in opera-
ton, Bawdens, River, Overhill and others are plantations
forming the Haggatts group. Asl have said, the land will
still be in operation; therefore, the actual agricultural
workers will stil]l be working,

Sir, | hope the Hon. Leader of the House who is in
charge of this would state if Haggatts Factory were not
bought, how many actual factory v orkers would suffer as
a result, I hope the hon. member will give us an answer
to that question in his reply,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD; Mr. Chairman,l rise on a
polnt of order, In my opening remarks, I said that 120
workers were effected.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, | never let {t appear
in this House that I am aggravated to make any contradic-
tion of what the hon, member made as a statement of fact.
1 have gone through this matter and | am wondering from
where the Hon. Minister got his figures. I wonder where
he got those figures of 120 workersfrom.] have been glven
figures; I am not talking about the agricultural workers; I
am talking about the factory workers., May be, Sir, as far
as the plantations are concerned, there will be a tremen-
dous lot of people working on the plantations, but they will
not be put out of work.

Sir, as far as we are concerned, itisvery regretiable,
While we would like to see the sugar industry carried on
for the benefit of this country, we do feel that other means
can be devised whereby the agriculturists — and this
means the producers and such people = could be found to
help them rather than by purchasing this factory. Under
these circumstances, without further ado, or making any
row, I am expressing the sentiments of my Party, which
is that we will not be able to vote for this Resolution and
will not vote for it. Had the Government come in and told
us that Haggatts Factory with 810 acres of land under cul-
tivation and with another 1,000 acres belonging to peasant
proprietors would go out of operation if this factory was
closed, that may be something else, If this Government
had told us that this factory has produced so many tons of
sugar and if this factory went out of operation, after they
had gone into all of the figuresthatif the canes from those
estates in St, Andrew were to go to Vaucluse or Haymans,
it would entail such a great loss to the agriculturists and
workers of that parish, we would then be able to give second
thought and great consideration to the matter.

1.25 P.me.

In the circumstances, as 1 have said, there are still
several people in St. Andrew who know things; I challenge
any hon. member, even the hon, senior member for St.
Andrew who is very knowledgeable of thingsin St. Andrew,
to say that thereare not peasant proprietors who send their
canes out of St. Andrew rather than send them to Haggatts
Factory. In those circumstances how ¢an we, on this side of
the House, vote for this Resolution? Wecertainly could not
vote for it. There are other countries in this world where
peasant proprietors, agriculturalists and the like must be
helped and subsidised, but to what extent? Mind you, there
is no argument today to tell us that Brucevale, Bawden,
Greenland, Overhill and so on would go out of cultivation as
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» result of the closing down of Haggatts Factory; the argu-
ment is that Haggatts factory will cease towork because it
cannot pay, I think it is knowledgeable to most of us — in
fact | have heard it sald by Trade Unionists that in the next
ten years the number of factories will be reduced to six
because it is a question of greater production and greater
efficiency; therefore, it {s not that these plantations will go
out of production.,

You have quite a number of peasants in St.Andrew; and
if you argue that they will suffer as the result of Haggatts
going out of production, let us know if you have done every
possible thing, if you have consulted every possible author-
ity to show where you cannot give assistance which would
cost you less than what running this factory will cost, 1 will
tell you, Sir, that it does not matter who runs this factory
or how you run it, it will not pay. I am wondering whether
you cannot use some mechanical means of getting peasants’
canes out of St. Andrew and have taken them to Vaucluse,
Mr, Chairman, 1 have nothing more to say in connection
with this matter, This is one of those Resolutions for which
we cannot vote and, consequently, we must vote against it.

Mr. WALCOTT and Hon, E. W. BARROW rose to
speak,

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Mr. Chairman, if the hon, mem-
ber would give way, I would like to explain one or two
things about which hon. members will be asking. 1 will be
very brief in my remarks because this is only a question
of the Resolution for putting the factory in a good condi-
tion and the money will be refundedto the Treasury. ] have
listened very carefully to the speech made by the hon,
member. The difference between him and me is that he is
a Capitalist and [ am a Socialist. The hon, member has
said everything perhaps which I have said on a platform
about the people who are capitalists not giving up things if
they can get anything out of them, 1 have made pronounce-
ments about the feasibility of purchasing this factory. It
will take a tremendous amount of co-operation on the part
of the factory workers, the management and the cane pro-
ducers to make this factory a sound proposition, The same
capitalists which the hon. member is so proud to be asso-
ciated with, have allowed the factory to run into the ground, I
am not casting any aspersions against anybedy: but when
you have a joint stock operation, itis not like when you are
running your own business, Lieutenant Colonel Dowding
bought that factory at Lower Estateand he has boasted that
it is one of thebest runfactoriesin the island; he will send
down to St. Andrew or up to St. Philip in order to bring
canes to his factory. When you have an organization
which is not running a factory because it is a means of
livelihood to them, they tend to be very callous and cynical
about operations of this kind; when they happen to have
other interests, they may consideriteconomic to get canes
from the same area and grind them inanother factory. All
those are sound economic arguments for them, hut not for
a Socialist Government, When 1 say that Haggatts Factory
is old iron, that is just the stagewhich they have left it in,

Mr. Chairman, we were asked to buy this factory and
we were reluctant to buy it. The owners were projecting that
they were unwilling to sell the factory alone but they were
only willing to sell the group of estates with the factory
thrown in as a going concern. Thisisno fly-by-night deci-
sion; we have set out in our Development Programme that
we will organize things to encourage co-operative owner-
ship of land without fragmentation, and give the workers of
this country a bigger say in the land tenure system of pur-
chaging estates to be run on a co-operative basgis or to be
run as co-operative farms, We said that we would put in
roads for the people and sell the land back to them, and as
to the 200 or 300 houses we would let the people who live in
them have a sense of ownership by selling the houses to
them, We set that out in our Development Programme and
this is now an endorsement of our policy, That is the dif-

ference between socialism and rampant capitalism, Thefact |

that over a hundred people will bethrown out of employment
is immaterial as far as joint stockis concerned, Severance
pay will destroy the pride which a manhas in his job or in
his work, although it might compensate him for loss of
earnings over a period of time, There are pyschological
matters that the peasants have to work out and grasp; al-
though you can convince them on paper that they can send

their canes over the hill and get a better price for them
than they would get under the hill, they still regard them-
selves downtherealmost like a republic, shutin by the hills
of St. Andrew and St, Joseph, They did not mind when
Brucevale, Swans and Joes River closed down.

1,35 p.m.

No effort was made by any previous Government when
the last factory in St. Joseph went out of production. I did
not hear any talk from the hon, junior member for St.
Joseph that they should buy any factory, butthe worst kind
of speculation went on down there. Funds were diverted
from one source to another; funds were votedand illegally
diverted, and the agricultural sector in St. joseph is, if 1
may use an expression with impunity, a complete mess.
There is no part of the }sland where the land usage appar-
ently {s more completely unsatisfactory than in the parish
of St. Joseph, ] want to say this - and I am not being per-
sona] - that the hon. member supported that, The hon.
senior member for Bridgetown actively supported factories
being closed down in St. Joseph, and actually participated in
the fragmentation of the land down there.

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of order, Mg, Chairman,
the hon. member must not make these statements. How did
I support the closing down of the factory in St. Joseph? The
only time I had anything to do with St, Joseph is when the
ex-Prime Minister abused me in Bridgetown and ] went to
St. Joseph to abuse him, I never sold one spot of land in St.
Joseph; so how do you mean I actually supported it? If
had sold land there, | would nothavebeen ashamed to come
in here and say that, because | am a real estate broker, If
1 had done that, 1 would say so because | would have the
money in the bank,

Hon. E, W. BARROW: The hon. member misunder-
stands me when [ say that. I do not think he was an agent
for any of the land, but anyhow the hon, member disclaims
any knowledge of Joes River. In other words, even as a
matter of geography apparently he is disclaiming it; but
perhaps 1 should not say the hon. member actively supported
it, but his voice certainly was not raised in support of the
people who were going to be thrown out of work when Joes
River was dismantled, Maybe that is the highestl can say.
What is remarkable now is that the hon. member is not
concerned over the factory workers, orthefactthat this is
a psychological blow to the people in St, Andrew, neither
is he concerned over the fact that we have had eminent
authorities, people who are engineersand who are concern-
ed in the sugar industry in Barbados and the rest of the
West Indies, go down and look at the whole operation; but
there is another important factor; Government was inter-
ested in the land, the people in St. Andrew were interested
in the factory; but we did not thinkat this short notice that
we could turn over the factory to the cane farmers, be-
cause they would not be ableto get it opened in time for the
1964 crop season, and therefore Government wants to put
it on its feet so that the cane farmer or any group of
peasants could not claim that we gave them something
which is useless, They are satisfied in St, Andrew that they
can make a go of thisfactory, evenifthey have to sell their
canes to the factory at a lower pricethan peasant proprie-
tors in other parts of the lsland getfor their canes sent to
other factories, and therefore the factory workers who
would have been displaced will as soon as these proposals
are formulated, be able also to take shares in the factory
where they have a greater interestin whatis going on. The
cane farmers in St, Andrew will also be able to take shares
in the factory, and the Government will have some kind of
interest if the cane farmers want the Government to show
their actual participation by some percentage shareholding
in the factory. 1 am not making any positive statements
now, because the period in which we had to come to the
House with this Resolution was much too short for these
things to be examined in an impartial atmosphere and in
& sound and sensible manner, and therefore we have taken
the step which we have taken to bring in Lieutenant
Colonel Dowding, a former member of this House whose
capability certainly no one can impeach when it comes to
running a sugar factory, That is all weare concerned with
at this stage. Hedoesnot belongtothe same political Party
as us; he belongs to the same Party as the Hon. Leader of
the Opposition; so they cannot say it isa political appoint-




ment, and it is also a demonstration that this Government
is not concerned either with colour or with politics when it
comes to the disposal of taxpayers’ money. I wantto make
that abundantly clear. As a matter of fact, Mr., Dowding
was my political opponent in St, George, andwe had a lot to
say about each other during the campaign; but when the
campaign is over, and he is the man for the job, he is the
person who will get the job, As a matter of fact, ] think he
is doing us a servicebyagreeingtotake on this assignment
where everybody's eyes will be upon him, and] admire his
courage in doing so.

When | spoke in the parish of St, Thomas about Hag~
gatts Factory, if you go down there you will feel yourself
constrained to agree that it looks like a bunch of old iron,
and Government is not interested in purchasing oldiron, as
1 said; but representations had been made to us by people
who live in one-seventh of thelsland stating whatthey would
be willing to do. We have warned them and we have shown
them all the projections, We worked on this matter for
eight months, long before the people in St. Andrew knew it
was going to beclosed down, and before they knew what was
going on in the community from day today. We have exam-
ined this in the Central Planning Committee with the econ-
omists, legal advisers, financial advisers and agricultural
technicians sitting down Friday after Friday from about
February at least twice a month looking at the whole
agricultural sector, and particularly theagricultural sector
in St. Andrew, and more in particular the Haggatts group
of estates, and what was going on there, Long before any
cane farmer, any peasant or any representative of that
parish came to us, we wrote to Mussons and asked them
what was going to happen to the Haggatts group of estates,
because we are looking at the agricultural balance in the
community and we are interested to see what is happening
to it,

Mr. Chairman, the owners were reluctant, unwilling:
they refused to sell the factory as a separate entity or to
sell any one of the estatec as a separate entity, and any-
thing [ may say today here about the condition of the factory,
I donot meanitina personal manner, It is that these people
came to the conclusion that they could make money better
somewhere else, and that is how Conservatives and
Capitalists think. They do not think of the sociological im-
pact from an act like the dismantling of a factory, The
profit motives alone are the motivating factors behind
Conservatives and Capitalists; but our idea behind this is
not the question of nationalising or not nationalising, This
Party has never said thatitisinfavour of nationalising the
sugar industry, because firstly we wouldnot have the money
to do it, and secondly 1 do not think Civil Servants are the
best people to run commercial undertakings. 1f we thought
so, we would have taken the Auditor General and sent him
to run Haggatts instead of Mr. Dowding, Here we had a case
for public ownership, in the acquisition of GraemeHall and
the Haggatts group, When we came into power the Govern-
ment and the people of Barbados did not own 50 acres of
land in the whole country outside of elementary schools,
but in 18 monthstime Government hasalready acquired well
over 2,000 acres of land in this country, which is an invest-
ment in a country with a growing population anyhow, where
land prices are neverfallingbut are always on the upswing,
sometimes in a smooth turn and sometimes by jumps, if
you understand what ! mean. | am sure the hon, senior
member for the City will agree, asa real estate agent, that
the Government is not paying too much money for land
which is being sold at less than $2,000 an arable acre.
1.45 p.m.

We are not paying too much money for it, (A VOICE:
No.) As a real estate agent he is advising you that we are
making a good investment.,

Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of order, Mr, Chairman,
The Hon, Premier is a good lawyer, but he cannot get away
with that with me, If you sold me the land, I would giveyou
the factory, What I am saying is that you are buying the
factory and running it.

Hon, E, W, BARROW: If youare getting the factory for
nothing, well then, it is a goodbuy. ] just wanted to explain
these matters because I can make a long sociological

speech on the modes of people who have a way of life, and
feel that way of life should be preserved,

Although we have stated thatthe Government intendsto
run Haggatts on a commercial basis, it does not mean that
Government intends to retain the running of it. When we get
things properly organised, we hope the Cane Farmers
Association will come in with Government or that they will
take over the factory and run it and demonstrate to the
people of this Island whatthey cangothrough with a willing
spirit of co~operation,

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr, Chairman, the Premier has said
quite a lot of thingswhichlwould have said, He said that he
is not going to make a sociological speech, but 1 am going
to make a sociological speech and] am going to speak very
long and [ hope that when I have finished the hon. senior
member for the City will change his mind,

Mr, Chairman, 1 had some notes prepared here on the
socialist concept and I know what the hon. senior member
for the City said about the capitalist concept, There are
certain things which the Hon, Leader of the Opposition said
to which you can agree, If it were Haggatts Factory alone,
it would be a difficult thing to purchase for Government to
run, You have to look at Haggatts Factory within the context
of an agricultural holding of 1,700 acres of land of which
the amount of 800 acresisarable land.] am not only looking
at the land which is arable because the land which is not
arable can be put to use,

1 heard the hon. senior member for the City of Bridge-
town said in a sotto voce remark that we will cut up the
land. The hon. member has been cutting up too much land,
and 1 feel people like him should not be allowed to cut up
any more land and thus make this place a landless com-
munity. I hope the Government will see toit as well as the
public the benefit of this scheme is not to cut up the land
so as to give people a quarter acre or a house spot of land;
the benefit of acquisition of land of this size and nature is to
preserve the economic viability of this Island on a basis
which is consonant with a world economic pattern. There is
no point of looking to a world economic pattern on sugar
which is changing swiftly without concern. I canread some
figures here to show the sort of economic pattern, and in
my organization, we have made points and prepared a
memorandum which we put forward to the Commission of
Enquiry into the sugar industry of Barbados,

What political Party has done so? Not a single political
Party regarded it as incumbent upon it to demonstrate its
knowledge and interest in the sugar industry to state what
is happening,

To give you some indication, in 1956, the value of sugar
and molasses f.o0,b. was $28 million; in 1957, 2s a result of
the Suez Canal crisis, it was $40 million. It dropped from
$40 million in 1957, to $31 million in 1958, In 1960, itwent
down to $29 million which is a fluctuation of $11 million.
When you can get a drop of nearly 25 4, on sugar in Barba-
dos, that is something with which you should concern your-
self. Sugar in Barbados and its exports represent in one
year — in 1956 — 86% of your domestic exports. It never
fell below 85%, of your domestic exports; therefore, you can
see that sugar is very vital to the 1sland and the preserva-
tion of sugar is very vital to the economy of Barbados, In
1957, it was 91%, When you have these startling figures
before you, you cannot fool around.

1 know Professor John Kenneth Gailbraith has said:
‘“The fatal blow to conventional wisdom comes when the
conventional ideas fail signally to deal with some contin-
gency to which obsolescence has made it further inappli-
cable,”’

This whole concept has no more meaning for an emerg-
ing territory like Barbados than Noah's Ark has to a flood
of today. There is no point talking about the capitalist
philosophy because the capitalist philosophy throughout the
world has failed to represent emerging territories, If that
were so, we would have abandoned United Nations, There is
no point your continuing with a philosophy which is not con-
sonant with your needs. This harping to the capitalists and
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the capitalist concept has to wait until the hon. senior
member for the City of Bridgetown is in power. Until that
time, you have to resort to the socialist concept, which is
equitable distribution so that you create prosperity toeven
the least, Why should we support this broad scheme? This
{s what we of the Barbados Workers Union believe in, We
submitted to the Commission of Enquiry andwe were strong
in our views, and any member can read it, the following
statement:-

*“There are basically, two reasons for substituting
machinery or automatic processes for hand labour. Oneis
a shortage of labour or particular skills, and the other is
rising labour costs. It is sometimes useful too to distin-
guish between mechanisation, which makes higher wages,
output, and employment possible, and mechanisation, which
is designed to diminish labour costs."

We went further and stated:

‘It follows that displacement of workers, whose wages
constitute to them income rather than costs, cannot be
accepted unreservedly simply because technological chang-
es may have come to be regardedas one of the ingredients
of progress,”’

1,55 p.m.

To me displacement is not cost to an employer;
machinery is cost. Machinery iscost of displacement of the
worker and his income. Moreover we pointed out that ma-
chinery has to be imported and possibly with scarce foreign
reserves, This {s tantamount to importing unemployment
as no additional jobs are being created through the estab-
lishment or expansion of a tool making industry,. When you
come to look at the whole crop, 1 have said that sugar
factories in Barbados will diminish gradually; but we do not
intend to give our support to thelaissez faireidea that you
should allow private people to do what the hon, member
says joint stock companies have done. Somebody will say:
‘“This is part of my investment and] closed it down purely
on financial returns,’ Itdoesnot meanthatthe sociological
interest in a country is not there. I do not accept any
inferior position; I feel that it is my duty to study these
things and ] feel that I am as capable as anybody else to
discuss and argue on them, We saidthat we cannot abdicate
our responsibility first to our members and next to the
community, to ensure that the pace and scale of mechanism
is so regulated that hardships and dislocation may be kept
to the minimum.

That {8 why we say that you should have Boards and
Committees, You must have legislation by orderandnot to
permit any further closing down of any factory unless a
Committee can investigate and go into the matter, You are
dealing with the total social and economic dislocation which
will take place within families, One hundred people in Bar-
bados means five hundred people onthebasis of the density
of our population. When you go down to St. Andrew, five
hundred people means 8% of thetotal population of the par-
ish, That is nothing at whichyoucan sneeze and | feel that,.

At this stage, it being 2 pm, of the clock, the

CHAIRMAN left the Chair and Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER
resumed the Chair,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is now 2 p.m. of the clock
and this sitting stands suspended until 2,30 p.m. of the
clock. This sitting now stands suspended.

On re-assembling,

Hon. J, C, TUDQR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I should like
to draw to your attention the fact that there is no quorum
present and I ask that the bell be rung,

On the bell being rung, a quorum was obtained,

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD; Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg
to move at this stage that Standing Orders, 5, 14 16 and
18 be suspended for the remainder of the day's sitting so
that we can continue with Government Business,

Hon., G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the offirm-
tive without division,
RESUMPTION OF GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: 1 beg to move that Govern-
ment Business be now resumed,

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirm-

tive without division,
RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When the sitting was sus-
pended, the House was in Committee of Supply.

Mr., DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair and the House
resumed Committee of Supply, Mr. BATSON in the (hair,

RESOLUTION re SUGAR AND MOLASSES
FACTORY AT HAGGATTS

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Prior to the suspension of the sitting,
the Committee was considering a Resolution for the sum
of $50,000 relative to the sugar and molasses factory at
Haggatts, The hon. senior member for St. Peter was
speaking.

Mr., WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, | was at the point of
explaining that when we look at the population, one hun-
dred workers in Barbados represent about 500 persons;
that is so on account of the density of our population. The
Hon. Premier, in explaining some of these things, said
some of the things which 1 would have said and some of
the things he said I made a note of, 1 think it is appropri-
ate that one should state his philosophy so that you can
understand where his policy stands. In Barbados | am
amazed to find that people are living in the 20th century
completely differently from 100 years ago, and yet you
find that there is a positive encouragement for a philoso-
phy of the feudal society. Mr. Chairman, 1 will give you
some examples, I am not partisan in any way, butl am
not on the side of opposing any onegroup just for the sake
of opposing it, when 1 know that something is taking place,
Some people say that you should buy a factory as a political
gimmick; other people will say that you should not buy the
factory because it is not going to be economical to run, I
look at the matter as a proportionate farm system,

Mr, Chairman,l cango on record and show by research
things which hon, members said ten or fifteen years ago,
but today they are saying the complete opposite to what they
have said, What is happening to this country? 1 can bring
facts to show or tobear outwhat] am saying, In 1949 there
were 37 factories which were producing 152,000 tons of
sugar,

2,35 p.m.

Today 20 factories produce 190,000 tons of sugar, that
is 17 factories less, When | hear members from the other
Party accuse the Government, 1 would say that 17 factories
were closed down in this Island, and not a single factory
was bought by the last Government in preservingthe status
que of anybody. Applewhaites is going to close down next
year, and that is why 1 said that Applewhaites belongto the
same joint stock company. I agree with the Hon. Premier
that anybody who has studied the operation of a joint stock
company would know that if a joint stock company is in-
volved inagriculture, in commerce, in shipping and in many
other economic ramifications, it does not matter to that
joint stock company if one goes out; but at some time we
all have to rise above the political. I would say to any
member in Parliament that if he is not going to reach the
stage of 1963 and he has not yet projected a socialist phil-
osophy of his own, he should get out because he is not
capable of leading, Leaders in this community mustunder-
stand that emergent countires like ours depend on positive
and bold leadership which would take on new projections
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that our predecessors dared not do, There is no point in
peddling with the poke-in-the-hole which cannot meet
the needs, ] agree completely with the Premier in bring-
ing a Resolution like this, but we have to think of how this
is to be financed. When 1 hear criticisms from the other
side about the former statements whichthe Premier made,
1 am going to stick my neck out and say that if we are not
prepared at this time to save the workers of this country,
we are not Socialists and should get out. Workers have
been displaced and we have left them today squatting on
plantation land, Hving in chattel houses which have been
invested by all the termites, and we have not yet seen
a housing project in this Island which can reflect the
growth of the sugar industry; yet we go and ask them for
votes year after year, or election after election, and they
are coming out in shirts and pants from an 18" x 10"
hduse, and still squatting on plantation land. What are we
to do? Are we to sit down and not let them be participants
in a society that has come after the feudal days and after
the days of slavery? All those who say that this is a sys-
tem they want to underwrite should get out.

I would say to anybody that in emergent countries the
socialist philosophy is the only redemption, because they
have been possessed, over-possessed and dominated in
thinking by a philosophy that was not their own, The plan-
tation system was not meant to lift workers out of the
situation other than producing cheap labour for the product
they were going to export, But we are not living in an age
like that; we are living in an age where we pledge to bring
the workers out, In 1949 there were 37 sugar factories and
today there are 20, butl did not hear anybody make any
criticism and say we allowed factories to go out. Apple~
whaites is going out, as | said; Government is buying
Haggatts; Sandy Lane has closed down as well as Gibbons,
Newton and QOldbury, notwithstanding the number of dis-
placements which have taken place within the factories
themselves, Carrington, Vaucluse, Buckley, nearly every
sugar factory that is at present operatinghasat some time
or other come to the Union with a statement for displace-
ment owing to technological changes, 1 agree with the Hon,
Premier that displacement money and severance payment
are only a palliative, We do not regard them as taking the
place of a man getting a job, because if a man is displaced
at the age of 35 or 40 what are you going todo for him
if he does not have a job? That is why I would say to the
ignorant who say that the workers mustnotbe participants
in an economy that can preserve them, but must be as
dolers receiving dole, that 1 accept the challenge if they
want to challenge me, 1 accept the challenge that you can-
not lift the standard of this colony by having workers who
are not going to participate,

Mr. Chairman, the socialist philosophy in this age is
not to confiscate anybody's property, not nationalising the
whole sugar industry, not expropriating any person’s land,
or not depriving anybody of their possessions; the so-
cialist philosophy is to see that the concept of all sec-
tors in this community is to participate — the private
sector, the public sectors where the workers countand
discipline can be imposed on all sectors to make {t possi-
bie for us to rise, These communitieswantto live with this
undisciplined, economic attitude and then look to the Gov-
ernment to buy land. Read the Resolutions on the Order
Paper asking Government to take over landthatis going to
be sold out or to take over tenantries that are going to be
sold, It seems that the Government is an evergreen tree
that you shake; and those in the community who should
know better and who should know that a community cannot
rise faster or make any progressfasterthanby the people
within the community are telling people within the sector
of the community that is going to suffer that they must not
be active participants. Those people should be abandoned
who encourage workers in any community not to regard
themselves as active participants except on the basis of
being the recipients of wages. Here you have a classic ex-
ample, The Government, whether by political pressure or
otherwise has taken over this group, and 1 would say, as |
said earlier, that I do not consider the factory itself as an
economic proposition., A factory standing alone in the bot-
tom of St. Andrew is not in itself an economic proposition,
but 872 acres of land is; andwhatis important is that only
last week a Resolution was passed in here taking over

o

Graeme Hall, Who is now to settle on Graeme Hall? Crabs?
What are you taking over all these settlements for? Crabs
or human beings? What part is the human being going to
play? We have some small-time politicians who are not
ready, because they cannot meet this age and cannot lead;
they cannot give the people the leadership they require,
Have you taken over these two agricultural holdings just
to say you have land, or have you done it in the interest of
people who did not have a penny to take them over? This
same amount of land would have been available to private
investors at their price, and therefore the land values
would rise, and the economic position of the people would
be worse.

Do you realise that if you allow a plantation to be
bought privately, the cost rises? The interest onthat rising
cost becomes an operational charge in the industry; and
the higher the capital cost rises, the higher the interest
rates are, the higher the operational charges are and the
lower the profit marginis, and the division of wages among
the sector who must depend on wages remains lower be-
cause those are part of the charges,

2.45 p.m.

What do you find? When the Government takes over an
undertaking like this, you do not freeze wages at a point,
but you give wages the opportunity of rising. The higher the
land costs, the more you freeze wages because the wage
margin is part of the operational cost. This is something
which 1 have to face with employers daily. The employer
can add wages by negotiations, If he says he is losing
money, he is going out of business, but his business ar-
rangements are conditional by how much money he has in-
vested, It is the cost which we have to underwrite and why
should we go on calling on our workers to underwrite the
cost of land. If the operational costs were not as high as
they are, the wages paid outtothe workers would be more.

Now, Sir, 1 would make this suggestion to the Hon.
Premier or the Hon, Minister of Agriculture, or the Hon.
Leader of the House, who has moved this Resolution, The
specific plans for Haggatts have not been spelt out, but
what 1 would like to see is a proportionate farming sys~
tem introduced as was introduced in Puerto Rico. A
proportionate farming system will not deprive theGovern-
ment from running it on a commercial basis as is pro-
posed. There are no shareholders, I am sorry the Hon.
Leader of the QOppposition is not here, but his colleague
can answer for him. The difference in the operation of a
business like this is that after you have taken out your
charges for interest, the Government candecide whatyour
{nterest should be because this i{s not really a loan which
you are making on the commercial banks, so you do not
operate on a fictitious basis, If the Government's experts
have advised them, they would see that this is so much
money which we have invested in this Island, It is the net
value; therefore we can take out so much, After you have
done that, instead of banking the profit, you are dividing
it among the shareholders; and even if there are no profits,
you must come to the conclusion that the workers them-
selves would have been participatinginthe earnings which
distribute the income among the community, That is one
of the effects of proportionate farmingandithas done a lot
for Puerto Rico,

When you go to Haggatts and take over these estates,
in order to show that you are not working on a plantation
system per seand just working for wages and nothing more,
a proportionate farming system would encourage workers
to know that over and above what they earn as wages
or production bonus, they have a proportionate sharein the
business for which the Government does not have any de-
sign by way of making. profits., By a proportional farming
system you would not be diminishing the fertility of the
soil by cutting it into half-acre lots and saying that you are
giving it to peasants. You do not have that ignoramus ap-
proach to this venture purely for the sake of catching a
vote as was done by the last Government when they bought
land and divided it up into half-acre lots; but by this ap-
proach of a proportionate farming system, you are going
to enhance the economy of this Island.

There are some people in this Island who speak in
terms of community, but they have not sat downfor one
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moment and written anything on economic theory which can
be translated into saying that this has come out of this

thing.

In this community, which is only an agricultural
community, our national income is worth $120 million, If
you were to add some of these Resolutions which come
in here, they come to $5 million, What people want to know,
what members want to know and they are asking you is {f
$120 million is your total national income, how can you
spend $5 million? Where would you get that from? In addi-
tion, what you get from this venture now is a positive en-
couragement and [ have this as an example. It has been
said by some leaders of the community that by doing this,
you will make the people poorer, That iswhyl wonder now
that the Government has brought down this measure what
some members of the Government Party when they vote for
ft would think, When you vote for this, you are voting for
taking up money which the workers donot possess in order
to make this community a possessed people. When you do
this, the people will be contributing towards their own
welfare, You have come to the Housetoday calling on us to
advance this money in order thatthe workers may possess
something, and by so doing they are going to participate for
the future in this, The Government is going to spend
'$50,000, but the people are going to participate in this, In
other words, you are doing this to help sugar workers, but
you do mot ask them to pay up one cent, By this venture,
you are allowing workers to participate in their own
possession,

1 am not preaching capitalism, but watch every business
man in this country. Whenever a businessman has a good
year, he does not see how many motorcars he can buy with
that profit or how many trips he can go on to see how
quickly he can spend that money because he knows that by
8o doing, very soonthe businesswill die. He knows that all
years will not be good: so he puts down something for
those years which will not always be good and in order to
expand the business,

"What you have as an exampleisthisGovernment being
forced to buy land in an agricultural community and the
agricultural workers are notable to participate in it by
producing a penny. But what we are doing is this; we are
protecting them from unemployment, Unemployment is a
danger in any community and you cannot get anything from
it. It decreases the social services, andthe social services
can only be increased on the savings of the community.
You cannot buildup social servicesunlessthereare savings
in the community, Youcannot give the minimum necessities
of life unless there is a surplus.

2055 p.m. :

1 support the Government inthis scheme and not on the
narrow basis of the factory. I agree with the Hon, Leader
of the Opposition, and we have evidence to show us that we
have 20 factories instead of 37 factories, and in process of
time factories will be closed down, In Barbados this year
we produced 190,000 tons of sugar; Cuba decided not to
manufacture about six years ago, but two million tons is
more sugar than the whole of the West Indies put together
could produce. 1 should say that 190,000 tons of sugar in
Barbados is to Cuba like a mosquito in the rind of a
rhinoceros, Some people in Barbados do net know what is
going on, I visited a suga\- factoryin Cuba and that factory
can manufacture in a week thetotal amount.of sugar manu-
factured in Barbados for the whole crop season. One of the
benefits in respect of sugar in Barbados {s the recovery.
We have a good juice content and we have been able to pro-
duce in Barbados even with the small factories which we
have, a higher percentage of sugar from our canes. In
Barbados we produce a higher percentage of sugar than
our counterpart in British Guiana, and for every ton of
canes in Barbados the supplier receives more than his
counterpart in British Guiana, ] give creditto whom credit
should be given. Some fifty years agoone man in Barbados
the late Sir Herbert Greaves, projected theidea that there
should be a Sugar Industry Agricultural Bank and the
creation of such a Bank would save us, 1f that Bank had not
been operating in Barbados, the sugar industry wouldbe in
the Hands of Messrs, Tate and Lyle,
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Mr, Chairman, do you realise what would have happen~
ed if you have 20 sugar factories operatingat their present
economic cost which cannot face upto others? If you had to
get capital to build a factory, say, six times the size of
Haggatts and you have these factories in Barbados, each
time you build a factory of that size with the capital and
interest cost being a part of the operational charges, then
our grandchildren would be the ones who would get the
price. You cannot put down a forty-thousand-ton factory
costing you $2 or $3 million without the capital charges
being worked back into the price of sugar. In Barbados we
have been a homogenecus community; we have a homo-
genous, economic sector and if we have a bad year we
would be hit very hard from outside; but we have to be

.balanced by the economic theories. We havea high density

of population, but yet the per capita income of the country
is higher than it is in BritishHonduras, for instance, with

four persons to the square mile. As a matter of fact, our
per capita income is higher than any of the Leeward or
Windward Islands., The position is that we have a local
investment company and we employ more service and buy
more things; our investment is a local one and that is one
of the explanations for this position.

If this factory were to be sold to a Canadian firm, to
what extent would it benefit the people of this community?
1 ask hon, members to tell me how satisfied they are with
our housing and the type of living the people who have voted
for them. Let me say to one ofthe representatives of the
people of St, John that he would get the shock of his life
if he were to go up to Kendal because he would not believe
that people are living there, Youfindthatpeople are living
on a sortof lake;it is not that it has water, but these peo-
ple are completely cut off. There are canes on one side
of St. John and the other part isin St. George. You see in
this island that a manis living on tenantry land and you can
think of the amount of money which is expended on lumber
annually. | am saying that a man should not be called upon
to pay the same amount of money on his house which he
spent in building that house at first, Let us take these
Public Bulldings; they have been built and youhave not got
to spend any money on them again, I say that hon, mem-
bers of this House should be inthe vanguard of seeing that
people are living a better life; they must not be satisfied
with the present state of things. Mr, Chairman, i regard
this project as a new dimension in Barbados; it gives the
Government the idea that they are taking the opportunity of
being able to do something for the benefit of the people of
this community,

3.05 p.m.

1 support it wholeheartedly on more than one ground.
I support it because it gives the workers, the private
sector and the public sector an opportunity to actively
participate in the economic projection and progress of this
country, If a worker is working tomorrow on any of these
plantations, and the Government or the Corporation can
come down and say this is going to be opened up for work-
ers to participate, why would thatbe? Why should the
workers not have some money that they can participate in
these things in their own interest? That is where | see
the expansion, even if the factory cannot get profit in the
same sense as some commercial undertaking, because a
commercial undertaking means it cannot lose money. If it
cannot make a profit in the same sense, but becomes for
the time being a medium through which you can have an
operation that adds to the economy of the people and not
detract from them, it is a goodthing.I have told the work-
ers that that is done inthe United States. Sometimesinthe
United States you have to enter into a factory and take it
over where the business man is going out and says it does
not suit his shareholders, but the Union takes it over be-
cause the workers get wages from it. When it closes, the
workers get no more wages, and the preservation of their
wages is part of thedividend they would be getting out of
the undertaking, while the man who buys shares is not a
worker in the undertaking, but his money is being worked;
80 you have to give him some of the money you are using,
because the capital formation of any business is the liquid
cash and the capital that labour forms. If labour is the
capital asset and you have no shareholders to pay, their
dividends would be a gquestion of wagesandthey cando with




a lower profit. A businessman benefits if a worker is
retained at work and is not a net loss to the community,
because he distributes money and earnings which he would
not otherwise be able to distrbute, Businessmen who are
in the consumer trade would tell you that whenever there
is a shortage of money they can feel it; and whenever
more money is produced in the community, they feel it
also, because it is spent as people purchase more con-
sumer goods, When you have workers being able to parti-
cipate in something, it keeps employment at a high level,
Thus it means that the workers have to be encouraged
to understand that if this thing went out, their purchasing
power would have been reduced, because in a place like
Barbados where you do not have full employment, you have
to guard very seriously every instance where a man loses
employment,

Mr, Chairman, to look at this as a whole, 1 would not
have encouraged the Government to buy afactoryas a sug-
ar factory, because a factory asa sugarfactory is just like
buying an ice cream can, where you have no ice or milk,
though you can turnthe empty can, A sugar factory in itself
is nothing; itis only something whenyouhave raw material,
that is, the canesthat produce sugar, If the Government had
bought a sugar factory and then relied on somebody to send
canes to it, it would be crazy.Many years ago some mem-
bers of this House used toencourageGovernmentto buy a
sugar factory, but the old Conservatives who knew more
about sugar factory business laughed at the idea of buying
a sugar factory and not having any raw material; so they
were wise and resisted the idea, Today the Government is
buying more than a sugar factory, The Government {spar-
ticipating in the sugar industry andallowing the workersto
barticipate also in a real and positive manner, and that is
why the workers must be made to understand what this
participation is, and you should be ready now by your own
leadership to show the workers that they should participate,
not in any bogus, political gimmick way, butby showing the
workers that by participating they will be able to succeed,
If we can do that, we are doing two things simultaneously;
we are preserving workers at work, and we are making
their future stronger,

I have suggested proportionate farming for the Gov-
ernment and I would like to say why, There is no point in
Government taking over these plantations, Bawdens, River
and so on and farming them without the active participa-
tion of workers. This should be a proportionate farm in
which they should be encouraged to participate, As far as
my organisation is concerned, I would liketo say here and
now to all the little groups that walk around and say they
are forming Unions that any seven foolscanform a Union,
but I have never advocated from my entry into public life
that workers should not participate in the economic life
of this community, We are going to bring workers into it
and we are going to fight that to the bitter end, because we
are not going tounderwrite for the workers barefootedness,
living in chattel houses, living inthe back of tenantries and
only coming out when they hear a meeting, Those who want
to fight me or my group on that have the challenge from
now. Those who want to tell the workers to call for allthe
money can do so., I say that the workers will participate
in the economy of this country from now on, and not be just
mere wage earners looking for the week when they can
get two or three days’ work, but looking for the formation
of the most important industry intheisland, If some of the
members in this House are not ready for that, the day will
come when their successors will be ready for it, andthose
who want to play little politics will find that the day for that
is going in emergent territories, In all emerging terri-
tories of the world, people who try to stop the hand of pro-
gress must go, and | will say to my colleagues who do not
like a socialist philisophy that they are living in an emer-
gent territory, There is room in an emergent territory for
men with capital, but the capitalist philosophy cannot meer
the needs of emergent territories, Private capital and
private enterprise cannot alone meet it; the requirementsto
meet it are private enterprise, public enterprise and the
participation of the workers, There has to be a tripartite
assoclation in the economic life of our country, Speaking
‘about Barbados, you can clearly see that no private man
would go and buy this land on the basis of doing what the
Government proposes, because this would not be an in-

vestment where you would get people to lend you money,
Where would Government get the money from If it had no
savings? 1 was in this House in 1947 when some members
advocated paying all the money out, but they should be
ashamed when they see that this same money is going to be
used now to help these workers, They advocated not having
any Capital Rehabilitatdon Fund; but I would like to read
the speeches of all those members then.

3,15 p.m.

Some of the members said so then — and ] see some
of the people who said sothen — this would come under the
same money which should be paid out then. Now, this is
the same money which they are begging you to use; there-
fore, when you get these gimmicks flylng around, when the
evil day comes, you find a complete metamorphorsis, Where
would the Government look to for $1,400,000 if you had no
money? We have three funds accruing from the Sugar Indus-
try. Some members of the House do not know the history
of these funds. They were provided to stabilise the economy
of the colony, The English Government decided to pay out
this money because during the war the owners of factories
were not able to get machinery, and they set it aside so
that after the War they wouldbe ableto get this machinery,
1 was one of those people who felt that the Rehabilitation
Fund should be examined from time to time and if the
factory owners could not buy the machinery during the War,
then when they were able to buy after the war, they would
have to buy at a higher price,

When you rehabilitate a factory, you also rehabilitate
the workers. I am not blind to that, I do not believe in a
capitalist using his money unless the workers canpartici-
| pate in what he has useditin, The communities which make
progress are the communities which work hard, The
American worker is one of the hardest workers in this
world, He gets up in the morning and has to catch a 7.00
o'clock train: but before he catches that train he has to do
everything for himself, If you go to any American home,
you will find that the only nightheis out is a Saturday night
because you will find him home from Monday through
Friday, At this stage of our society we need creating and
imposing discipline on our people because we have too
much of this laissez faire, with some of us just running
with the crowd. What is the use of making people believe
that they can have a high standard of living but a low mind
concept, What are you looking in? Are you looking in
some reflector by which you can see the sky? I feel that
these are days when someone has to be positive enough to
say some of the things which should be said plainly. | have
no ohjection in saying them,

Sir, as 1 have said, my philosophy is a socialist
philosophy. By that I mean that ] have no objection to a
capitalist having his own philosophy; but in an analytical
manner, his philosophy cannot meetthe needs of an emerg-
ing territory, Barbados, what it is, is an emerging terri-r
tory, Ithasa large agricultural populationanda low income
population, There are little savings withinthe employment
sector; therefore, you must find it difficult when your
employing sector does not have savings for capital forma-
tion. Whenever there is to be a capital formation in the
name of the people, it has to come from the public sector,
The private sector should be now encouraged to partici-
pate in an emerging territory for their ownbenefit and for
the good of their own community, Therefore, their co-
operation is necessary.

AstheHon, Premier mentioned, you have one of these
men here — Col. Dowding, | am very pleased to know that
the Government of this day can call upon a white man and
there is no question of race, 1 am very glad that we do not
carry this idea of separatism.l say this as much for my
own race as the white race, I am very glad to see that you
can use a person, irrespective of race. Some people feel
that if a white man undertakes to do something for the
benefit of the black man, he is a traitor. According to the
saying, he is ‘selling out the side’; therefore, you have to
watch him, Similarly, if a black man undertakesto do any-
thing for the white man, Somepeople say when you under-
take to do anything for the white man: ‘‘l know he was
always white,"’ You get that type of ignorance and vulgarism
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of that nature in our economic thinking. If the Govern-
ment had the opportunity of using Col. Dowding as their
General Manager of this venture, and they did not make
use of him because of a question of colour, but looked for
somebody because that man was coloured but who did not
know a hoist from a scrambler and he made them lose
money, 1 would say that they acted stupidly, That kind of
civilisation is only Atlantic civilisation,Ifl realise that the
hon, junior member for Christ Church is more know-
ledgeable than I am in certain ramifications of business,
I would not have any doubts on hisgiving me advice on that
line of business. ] would go to him rather than going to
somebody who is my friend but who only knows of selling
a few biscuits and a pound of pork, 1 would ask the hon.
junior member for Christ Church because he would know
from where to start,

1 have no objection to what the Government has done
and I am very pleased to know that in this community we
are gradually removing from our concept that the colour
of a man’s skin must be the criterion of determining what
job he should do, but we are looking at the ability and in-
tegrity of the person, Col. Dowding was a member of this
Chamber and 1 doubt very much, so far as his integrity is
concerned, that anyone can question his attitude and ability
in the business in which he is and which he is undertaking
for the Government, He is a man of such strong character
that even at present heisavailabletothe Government. That
goes to show that the Government has chosen someone who
can advise them on the basis of giving the country an
opportunity to participate in this line of business.

I would say this. Though the Resolution deals with get-
ting this amount of money to put Haggatts Factory into good
condition, we would not have been called upon to deal with
that if we were not called upon to deal with the estates,
Those who cannot seethatthisisanew projection for Bar-
bados andtogive workers the opportunity to participate in
this way are blind, We can even buy some of that tenantry
land and make it availableto the workers, I do not expect
the Government to hold that land in perpetuity as a planta-
tion holds land. I am talking about that iand which can be
given upforhousing. I have seenthemn buying 20 or 25 acres
and dedicate it to the workers so that they can put up houses,
That is what I stand for andwhat] would remain until I die,
What is there to prevent us from going toGovernmentand
saying ‘'Let us buy that land which you have there and put
houses there’'?

What is wrong with these new projections? Are you
going to wait until somebody does something and then you
will follow him? Are we so small that we cannot take the
lead? This project gives the opportunity of leadership, and
it gives the opportunity to stabilize lifefora sector of our
community whichhas carried thebrunt of things for sc long.
Socrates has said that some people must be saved from
themselves and I regard this projectas saving some of the
people from themselves, We have no Crown lands and I
do not mean Crown lands in the sense of green pastures.
This island which can be puttouse; an area of land of 800
acres is a valuation in our incomeand money which can be
rotated, I say: letusworkthisplantationona proportionate
basis and let the workers share in it. If you can carry the
factory for a temporary period, then you shoulddo so; and if
you can do that, you can allow the workers to participate
in it, I ask: can Haggatts be made more profitable from the
point of view of expansion? I do not know; let the experts
tell us, If you do not know that, let the Government see the
next factory which wants to go out of production and take
shares in it so that we can have a controlling voice in it,
There is enough talent in Barbados which is capable of
projecting the philosophy for improvement; not the philoso-
phy of laissez faire, but the philosophy for new projects.

The Hon, L.eader of the House should not use the factory
as a criterion in this whole set-up; he should look at the
whole project because the factory is nothing. The factory
can go tomorrow, I would say thatthe agricultural workers
have had a hard time, and anything you can do to redeem
tiem you should do. Dodds Plantation couldbe worked on a
proportionate farm basis: and as long as you are getting
back what you are putting in, 1 think that that should be
done, If you want to see the workersget more, then this is

o L — . — " ]

what you should do. Mr. Chairman, I am not looking for
votes. 1 am looking forward to creating an economic atmos-
phere for the country in which I was born, an atmosphere
which will be better than when | entered it, When | leave,
1 want to see the workers in a better position than when I
entered,

This is something which could have been done years
ago when some of these factories were gofng out of pro-
duction, You want to hold agricultural land and vest it in
the people of this country. Wearecreating history when we
do this thing today; we wantto createan atmosphere which
would make such an impact upon this community 2s the
abolition of slavery made by the creation of freedom. Just
as in slavery there were people who felt that there should be
no freedom, so there are people whose eyes are blind to
what economic freedom means and in what context you
should project this economic freedom. Mr. Chairman,I have
great pleasure in supporting this Resolution which setsout
the terms and objects of what it seeks to create, and 1 say
that this is something which should have been done years
ago,

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, when we havea Resolution
of this sort I do not think that any Socialist could vote
against it; any Socialist would always support such a Reso-
lution. Before I go further, I should liketo reply to some of
the remarks which were used by theHon. Premier, Some-
how or other, the Hon. Premier says whatever he likes to
say in this Chamber and then he leaves the Chamber, In
that case, 1 feel as if I am acoward, having to reply to
remarks of one who has left the Chamber and conse-
quently, is not in his seatpbut really that does not look so
well, I think thatthe Hon, Premier should set an example to
the members of thisHouse. If hehas to speak on any matter
and he has to attack a particular member of this House,
he should remain in his seat and hear what that particular
hon, member has to say.

Mr, CHAIRMAN: Do you mean even although he has
another important engagement?

Mr. SMITH: Yes, Sir, but if you were to go outside
there, youwould see him sitting down, Thatis the important
engagement, | do not think, Mr. Chairman, that you should
sit there and try to make a lot of hanky-panky excuses., The
Hon. Premier referred to me and said that joes River
factory closed down and Idid not say anything about it, I do
not know if the Hon., Premier were in the island at the
time, but 1 can remember that when I heard about the
closing down of Joes River factorylaskeda question about
it, and I was told that itwasnot economic to run or to buy
it, I know that 80% of the peasants’ canes used to be taken
to Andrews Factory and Joes River Factory used to buy
very little, The factories under the hill used to beg the
people for their canes whereas the factories on top of the
hill used to buy the canes, With the small amount of land
down there, it would never pay to runthe factory, (ASIDES)
Mr. Chairman, that was the reply which I got. The Hon.
Premier took it upon himself to enquire of the peasants
as to what they felt about the closing down of Joes River
Factory and they said that they were glad to hear and that
they were glad to see it closed down because it was of no
use to them, That being the case, why would they buy a
place like that? When we come to Haggatts Factory, that
is on a different footing completely, JoesRiver was nothing
at all,

3.35 p.m.,

The people under the hill, in Joes River and so on, can
tell you now that they got more for their canes and made
more profit sending them te Andrews than they did when
they sent them to Joes River; so it is entirely out of the
question to say that nothing was done when Joes River
went out, A few factories were closed, butl cannot remem-
ber that they had land. Mount Wilton and Malvern, as far
as 1 can remember, were only factories, because the
owners were holding on to the land,

Mr. Chairman, kindly speak to your colleague and ask
him to be decent when a member is on his feet, There are
Rules to govern behaviour of that sort,
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Mr. CHAIRMAN: [ think the hon, member has heard
you.

Mr. SMITH: I would not expect the Government to buy
a factory alone then to depend on people to bring their
canes, because 1 know the meaning of competition, If you
buy a factory and everybody around it sends his canes
elsewhere, you can only watch the factory. Youmust have a
certain amount of land attached to a factory to start with,
and even that cannot keep the factory running. You do not
open a factory like a shop whereyouput in $20.00 in goods
and when the goods sell out, youbringin $20,00 more, You
have to make a turn-over in a factory, and if it does not
make more than so many tons a year, you would be doing
nothing. That, therefore, is my reply to the Hon. Premier
when he said he did not hear me say anything about it. I did
ask a question about it, but I was informed that it was un-
economical,

As far as Haggatts is concerned, 1 would not like the
people there to suffer, nor wouldl like it to be said that
the members of the House of Assembly are responsible
for Haggatts not working nextyear, Whenthe L.eader of the
House told us about the Resolution, it was not even circu-
lated, and when he was piloting it through the House, I had
to stop reading it to listentohim, because I could not read
and listen at the sametime, What he said about the Resolu-
tion, is true; but if you want to get the factory working you
have to start as soon as possible,1heard the Premier say
in his speech that they knew about the closing of Haggatts
before the peasant farmers in St. Andrew; so they could
not say it is a surprise, He also went on to say that it is
no fly-by-night decision by the Government. It is however
a fly-by-day decision for us to decide on it and give our
approval. They had time to prove it was economical, but
now at the very last moment when they feel we would not
have a chance to study it, they have brought it in. This
is something of great importance, and we should have more
time to study it; but only because they have the numbers,
they can bring anything here at any given time and it will
be passed, That is not fair tothetaxpayers of this country
or to their representatives, The Legislature has to sign
the cheque regardless of the arrangements; yetwe are the
last people to know about this, They have treated us like
boys and disregarded our authority and power. If they could
have got around this Resolution without having to bring it
here, 1 know it would have been done without our knowledge,

Mr, Chairman, the Introducer of this Resolution failed
to give us the necessary information. He spoke at length
without telling us the cost or whatarethe agreements, but
is asking us now to vote $50,000, I should like to find out
from the Hon, Introducer if this sum of $50,000 is to re-
place the old iron which the Premier talked about at
Welchman Hall. 1 am sure the Premier went there and
inspected the factory and had his valuers and advisers,
though the people in St, Andrew did not know it. He told
the people in your constituency, Sir, that the Government
is not prepared tobuy oldiron; sol want to know if there is
all new iron at Haggatts now, Atanother meeting in Belle~
plaine, St. Andrew, to show you where the Premier did
not mean to buy the factory, he made similar remarks,
He will get up now and talk about a Socialist Government;
but by his remarks it was not his intention to acquire
the factory: otherwise he would not have talked about the
factory being old iron even if he knew it was, He would
have kept that to himself,

3.45 p.m.

Now that is as plain as A, B, C, You do not have to go
to any college to find that out, In St, Andrew, 1 was told that
the people were a bit on the rough side during the meeting
when the Premier told them that they are not going to suffer
by reaping their canes because he was going to see to it
even if he had to pass legislation to make other factories
grind their canes, Is that the attitude of the Government or
a man willing to buy when he said all those things before
hand? That is what ] would like to find out. The people were
told even if they had to get legislation passed to see that
they did not suffer that the other factories would have to
take their canes and Government would assist them with
the lorries to convey their canes. But today, on the floor
of the House, we are told that thisGovernmentis a. Socialist
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Government and projects of this sortany SocialistGovern-
ment undertakes. I do not know whichtobelieve, if today's
talk or the talks at the meetings which were held in St.
Andrew, 1 know that they do not add together:; they do not
mesh at all, I can say that it was not the intention of the
Hon, Premier to buy that factory, What has happened? We
had to godown St. Andrew andtalkto the people. 1 promised
the people there that if theGovernment did not buy it,1 was
ready to march with them toGovernmentHeadquarters, As
a matter of fact, | evenwent sofar as to get banners made.
I have lost the money which I spentin providing those ban-
ners, It is gone now because it is the Government's inten-
tion to buy Haggatts now. I repeat, whoever had listened,
heard and read the speeches of the Hon, Premier on Hag-
gatts would not believe that he would have bought it, but
now would think that pressure was brought to bear on
him so as to cause this Resolution to be brought in here at
this very late hour because what he said at those two meet-
ings do not mesh with what is done today. The wheel would
not even turn because one of the wheels has ten teeth and
the other 45 teeth,

Sir, 1 feel that the Government has made a very wise
move in acquiring the services of Col. Dowding because so
far as a sugar factory is concerned, he knows his stuff, I
feel that after Col. Dowdingin his knowledge about a factory
the very next best coloured person is my colleague on my
left, the hon. junior member for St. James. Of course, I
would not expect the Government to call on my colleague,
The Hon, Premier said that colour has nothing to do with
this. I have to beleve him.

if I am not mistaken, up to last year, 1 know that canes
used to be conveyed from all up Boscobelleand St. Andrew
to Lower Estate Factory in St. Michael. 1 hope that the
same magic stick which Col. Dowding worked onthe people
in those areas to get canes conveyedtoLower Estate Fac-
tory, he is going to work on people in Christ Church to
bring their canes down to Haggatts Factory because it is
his instrumentality that caused the people in St. Andrew to
send their canes to Lower Estate,

There is such a thing as competition, Competition
causes most things to happen, If Col. Dowding does not put
Haggatts in order and in good shape, the same thing that
Lower Estate was doing and is doing today, it would mean
that some of the people in St, Andrew will still send their
canes to Lower Estate for the same facilities and encour-
agement by way of paying them more per ton. They will
bypass Haggatts, I do not doubt that 50 percent of the canes
grown in St. Andrew passesHaggatts Factory yard and go up
the hill,

It is true to say that Haggatts Factory has gone down,
The owners knew what they were about to do and they took
everything out of it, and I believe that is the reason for
the Hon. Premier calling it **old iron,” Since the Govern-
ment has decided to buy it, they must be prepared to put
it in order and must be preparedto give Col. Dowding what
he wants for it and do not give him the opportunity of mak-
ing excuses to say that it is nothis fault because he called
for a scrambler or a clarifier andyoudid not give him and
that is responsible for its not comingupto mark. You have
to give him a wide hand and let him equip it as good as
Lower Estate, and 1 am sure you then would be able to
pay the same prices for cane, and so on, and there would
not be the possibility of canesbypassingHaggattsand going
to Lower Estate,

Unlike most of the speakers who feel that Haggatts
Factory s golng to fail again, I do not have that doubt. So
long as it is run on a proper basis and is equipped with
modern machinery, I am saying that it is not going to fail.
To putitin orderisgoing tocost you some money, mind you,
but I am sure that if the other factories are paying their
owners, Haggatts would pay you. | ]| have no doubt in my
mind that it is going to pay and will not be a white elephant
as most people feel. You are buying all the land attached
to that factory; therefore you have a start; you have some-
thing to go back on. We have five or six thousand tons of
canes as a start and you expect twenty thousand tons other-
wise; but if you were buying the factory alene and relying
on whosoever will to bring canes, you would not be doing
any business,




1 am sure that if it is run along the right lines it will
pay. | have heard of some things which used to happen
there; therefore 1 wonder to know how Haggatts managed
to be there up to now as a factory atall, There were three
factories in St. Andrew. Two have been abolished but they
useéd to pay. Believe me, it would not be fair for this Gov-
ernment to sit by and allow the one and only one which is
now remaining in St. Andrew to be abolished also to leave
the people down there to be wondering where they should
send their canes. ] know that they would suffer in some way
or the other, although many of themused to send their canes
out of the parish,

3,55 p.m.

You have to remember that if Haggatts Factory has
been closed down and the ownersare still working the land,
the othef factories would have to take off that crop and
that would throw more weight on those factories, They may
be limiting each plantation and then limiting each peasant;
in some cases, the peasant may be able to get in one or
two loads of canes per week; imagine one peasant having
twelve loads of canes and he may have to take about three
weeks to reap those canes{ That would cause a difficulty
in getting labourers to work, I think that the Government

“is doing a very good job in taking over this concern. 1
sincerely hope that the priceof this factoryis not too high,
I do not know anything about valuation; ] do not know {f the
price of this factory is too dear or if it is too cheap; but
stil] old iron is operating in my mind, The price sounds to
be a very big one for old iron. I hope that this factory is
being bought as old iron and not as new one,

Mr. Chairman, I am sure that since the Government
knew about this sale and the closing down of this factory
about eight months ago, they could have had everything
ready and everything cut and dried and they should not

-make any blunders now althoughitisvery late in the after-
noon. The taking down of machinery and sending it down
to the Foundry and getting things going would require
some hustling to be done, and in that case you.may not be
able to start the crop too early, Another thing, Sir, is that
if all the factories are working andHaggatts does not start
to work, then the peasants will cut thejr canes and send
them elsewhere, You have to start to work in the dry
season, If you do not start your crop and you allow the
workers to go elsewhere, then you will not get them when
you want them, As | say, thepeasantswill send their canes
elsewhere and if they do so, thenwe will stand to lose.lam
not saying anything against the Resolution; | would have
fought tooth and nail if things were different; but I do say
that it is not fair to bring the Resolution before us in this
way, They have brought down this Resolution now bécause,
the later you are with it, the better youwil] get through;
} beljeve that that is why the Government brought forward
the Resolution in this way,

Mr, Chairman, after hearing thatfor eight monthsthey
ware discussing this matter and it was no fly-by-night
decision, well, what else? We, who arethe representatives
of the people and of the taxpayers, shoud be told today the
reagon why you were not going to buy old iron in the first
place and why youare going to buy that old {ron now, Every-
body thought that this factory was old iren, but the argu-
ments do not coincide that they are buying old iron; the
arguments do not convince us thatthey are buying old iron,
1 hope that everything will work well and {ngtead of getting
the canes in the parish, the same canvassing which used to
be done from Lower Estate will be done ngw so that the
canes will come in from St, Thomas, &, Joseph, St. James
and the surrounding parishes into Haggatts Factory. If you
equip the factory you will be able tg compete with the
others; but if you keep old iron there, you will not be able
to compete with the others and you will just be throwing
away money.

Mr, Chairman, | was told that Lt, Col, Dowding said
that he found the factory in a much hetter condition than
that in which he thought it was, Hethought, or rather from
what he was hearing, he thought that he would have found
the factory in a worse condition than the condition in which
he found it which {s much in our favour, ] have heard that
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there are quite a lot of spares too; [ have heard that they
have new spares, but ] have not beeninto Haggatts Factory
for some years.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: On a point of order, The hon,
member has made some disstatements and I did not rise
to correct him; but I want to stop him now before he goes
any further. At no time did the Hon, Premier say that the
people have taken out everything out of the factory. The
Premier did not say that at all.

Mr. SMITH: What I said was that the Premier said
that it worked out at nothing. 1 do not mean that they went
along with a spanner and took out everything and carried it
away; | do not mean it in that way. Would I be so ignorant
as to say that they went to the factory with a spanner and
took these things away? The way inwhichthe Hon, Premier
had put {t to this House was that there was nothing in the
factory now. The hon. member is always trying to polish
up things for the Hon, Premier in the absence of the Pre-
mier., That seems to be the hon, member’s job, The Hon,
Premier will get up in this Chamberand say whatever he
likes; he then clears out and when an hon. member getsup
to say something, the Hon, Leader of the House gets up to
interfere all the time,

4,05 p.m.

1 have not said anything about him, because I have not
heard him say one word about Haggatts,I do not know if he
knows Haggatts, Can't he sit and listenandthen reply when
he is ready? He is only trying to push me off my point. He
said that they worked everything out of the machinery, I do
not think that could mean that they tooka spanner and took
away the boilers, but 1 have heard that there are quite a
lot of spare parts down there, If that is so, we do not have
to go too far. 1 believe when he referred to old iron he
might have meant the machinery which the people had
thrown outside and not the one in the factory, because |
have heard that the expert who knows about a factory said
he thought he would have found itina worse condition, The
onus is now on the Government, because the Premier says
it would be too late to turn it over to the cane farmers to
do everything, and Government {s going to tryit this year,
Although it will be thrown in my dish and I will be asked
why my Government did not do it, I would say that we have
a good chance now of knowing what a factory can do. For
years we were trying to see if we could get a minimum
price for canes - | am speaking under correction ~ on the
Statute Book, and if I am not mistaken, the hon, senior
member for St, Philip was in favour of {t, but we could do
nothing because we could not get the correct figures; so
the workers and peasants were liable to lose, This is quite
different from goods which come from overseas, because
the Controller of Supplies can get hold of the Bills of Lading
and Invoices and is able to work out the prices, but you do
not get a Bill of Lading oraninvoice for canes, nor do you
know the cost of manufacturing. You might get figures, but
the ones you get you will have todrop like a red hot brick,
Ithink my Government tried it out; but when they wentinto
it, they found that the people would get less than what they
were getting before,

Mr. Chairman, you cannot expect a person to tell you
about his business out-and-out if you want to get into it;
but now that we have got a factory, it might be possible
that the highest price ever paid for canes in any one year
might be paid at Haggatts, But do not expect to get it until
you equip the factory, after which the others may open up
their hands. Haggatts may be able to pay $1.00 or $2,00)
per ton more, then you will get the other people paying
$2.50; but all the time you are competing, the farmers are
going to gain, and the present Government will be respon-
sible although in the beginning it was not their intention to
buy the factory, Regardless of what one may say now, it
was not their intention in the first instance, but they have
seen the light, and I admire peoplethatcan see quickly and
correct their errors quickly and not be stubborn. There
are others who though wrong, keep on through stubbornness
and cause people to suffer, but they have seen the wisdom,
maybe through their advisers. You cannot expect if you are
a tallor and are elected to G/ovemment and given the port-




folic of Ministry of Agriculture thatyoucanbe good at that
at the beginning; you will have to goby your advisers, The
Minister of Communicadons and Works may not have known
much about road building when he was appointed to that
office and he would have to take advice from the Director
and other people; and Sir, if it were your chance now to
become Minister of Trade, you would haveto learn too un-
less you were in thetrading line before, They have seen the
wisdom through pressure and have begun to see the light
on the side of the people,

Mr. Chairman, if money is being spent on Haggatts, I
am sure that the person who does not send his canes from
St. Michael to St. Andrew may receive very little more
than what would be paid at Haggatts, Thereis a trick {n
buying canes from all over the Island, because you may
meet an area where the juiceisnot so good, If, for instance,
the juice from canes in St. Andrew is not so good, you
might get a first-class juice by getting a few hundred tons
from St. Joseph, St, Thomas, St. Lucy or St. George and
blending them, and up goes your tonnage. There would be
less tons of canes to a ton of sugar, there would be less
labour, and you would be getting a better juice by mixing
your canes and not grinding all from one place, | was not
always a member of this House; | was an ordinary lorry
driver, and there was a time whenl could not get any wark
in St, Andrew for my lorry; butlfell on a plan and charged
people in such a way for carrying their canes to Vaucluse
that when they sent them to Vaucluse, they got $1.50 per
ton more than what was being paid in St, Andrew, and it
happened that 1 had more canes than I could draw,
4,15 p.m,

Everybody waitec on me to carry their canes there, |
carried them there at the time they were contracting the
sugar with the people in Bridgetownand leaving us out, and
I found a way to trick them, Allthat Col. Dowding has to do
for Haggattsisto find a way to get the canes from over the
hill to the bottom. Do not think that because the factory is
in St. Andrew it would not pay, It is bound to pay if you go
all out to make {t pay, Brucevale, one of the main factories
in St, Andrew which belonged tothe late Mr, Haynes, never
failed. It paid out money up to the time that it went out of
operation, Now that you are going to make Haggatts one of
the most properly equipped factories, are you goingto tell
me that it would not pay? I am sure it is going to pay if it
is run in the right way becauseitwill be able to take canes
from all over the parish of St. Joseph, such as Bissex Hill
and Cambridge - and, as you know, Cambridge has a good
sugar soil, even better than Bissex, If I were working land
still, I would send mine downtoHaggatts, All that Haggatts
has to do is to stand up and prepare for competition be-
cause the others are not going to sit by and let canes pass
by them. They are going to do everything possible to stop
canes passing by them, Who will win? The peasants. And
who would be the cause of it? The Government. We should
try and discourage any fearsin our mindsthat it is going to
be a white elephant, Why is {t thatthe hon. senior member
for the City of Bridgetown is in favour of buying the land
and not the factory? I do not want him to tell me nor am 1
going to say why, No sooner than the Government buys
Haggatts Factory and equips it as it should, the cat is out
of the bag, I am sure about that, As soon as they do that,
the cat will be out of the bag and that fellow who has the
cat tied in the bag will do everything possible not to open
the bag an< let out the cat,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, 1 rise on a point of
order. The hon, junior member for St, Joseph has asked
the question: ‘*Why is it that | am in favour of buying the
land and not the factory?'’ I am wondering in what part of
my speech did 1 say that, ] was asked if 1 thought the Gov-
ernment was paying too much for Haggatts land, I gave
quite an honest answer: I said ‘‘no’’, but I made it clear
that we were not supporting the Government’s policy of
acquiring plantations at all because thatisnot our policy, I
did not say that you should buy the land and not the factory,
I am sure I did not say so at any time.

Mr. MITH: Mr. Chairman, that is a speech now,

Mr. MOTTLEY: I do not think the hon, member ap-
preciates the difference between a speech and a point of
order, If you takethisasa speech,] am willing to sit down.
Taken out of the context, it can beinterpreted that I meant
to say that we should buy thelandand not the factory; but 1
made it quite clearthat for the price which you were paying
for it you will be actually getting the factory for nothing.

I am supposed to expressthe views of my Party, and {t
is our policy that Government should not purchase any
plantation unless it is for the purpose of developing housing
projects. If they were buying this for a housing project, |
would say ‘‘yes’’, I would support that.”

Mr. SMITH; Mr, Chairman, the hon. member went so
far as to say that Haggatts never paid and that it never
would pay, 1 wonder if he would admit that he said so.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I wentasfaras to say
that Mr, F, F. G, Gill boughtthatfactory from the Hutsons
and when they came into possession it did not pay them,
When Mr. F. F, C, Gill sold Haggatts factory to Mr. ], B,
King of the Economic Fire Insurance Company, it was not
paying,

Mr, SMITH: The hon, member i8making a speech, Mr,
Chairman.,

Mr. MOTTLEY: The hon, member asked me for an
answer and if he does not wantto listen, he can go outside,
When Musson, Son and Company bought it, it paid; but I
say that as it stands now, it cannot pay.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Your point is made,

Mr. MOTTLEY: The point is made but not clear
enough to get into the head of the hon. junior member for
St. Joseph,

Mr, SMITH: Mr,. Chairman, you know how some people
mean when they say a thing does not pay. 1 do not know in
what way the hon. senior member for the City means be-
cause he is a real estate broker, and estate brokers play
in big money. One deal of theirs can be $2,000, and if they
do not make $2,000 but only make $500, they say that they
have lost. I do not know if it is that Haggatts did not make
the amount of money which the ownersexpectedit to make,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, I rise on a point of
order. I must obfect to that., The hon. member in using
those remarks is casting aspersions at the ownersof Hag-
gatts when he is saying that the statement by the Haggatts
Group is that they did not make the amount of money which
they expected. He is actually saying that they were lying,

Sir, we have a free right to vote against it as we are
agreed on a question of policy; but do not attempt on the
floor of the House when Messrs. S, P, Musson Son and
Company, the Hon, Premier and the Hon., Leader of the
House did not say it, to say that because they did not make
sufficient money it was not paying.

Mr. SMITH; Mr. Chairman, 1 said some people, I said
1 dare suppose it may be that the Haggatts people did not
make what they expected to make, (ASIDES).
4,25 p.m.

Mr. Chairman, | am speaking and there are other hon,
members who are also speaking,

Mr, CHAIRMAN: 1 am listening to the hon, junior
member for St. Joseph speaking on the Resolution.

Mr. SMITH: 1 was saying that by buying Haggartts
there is the possibility of the cat getting out of the bag,
The hon, member can put as much meaning to that as he
likes; he will do everything that lies in his power to keep
the box's mouth very tightly closed so that the cat cannot
get out. (ASIDES).
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Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is supposed to be
addressing me,

Mr. SMITH: 1 will finish my speech now, but 1 will
speak what 15 in my mind. The old iron talk has now been
changed to the new fron talk, The old iron referred to by
the Hon, Premier wasthe onewhich wasdumped. (4S/DES),
Mr. Chairman, do you see that yard fowl? Mr, Chairman,
1 am appealing to you for your protection, Sir.] do not
know what to do.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: If you get on with the Resolution you
will be protected,

Mr. SMITH: Mr, Chairman, how can you listen to me
when you are hearing other voices as well?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am not hearing any other voices,

Mr. SMITH: Are you sure about that, Mr, Chairman?
‘1 heard the Hon. Leader of the House say that] should

sit down; the people have elected me here to represent
them and now the hon. member is telling me to sit down.

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: On a point of order, The hon.
member was standing in his place and he sajd that he does
not know what to do now.Well, if he does not know what to
do, then let him sit down,

Mr, SMITH:; Mr, Chairman, if | weretobeadvised and
1 called upon the hon, member, he would advise me wrongly,
However, Sir, we are committing ourselvestothis Resolu-
tion; as soon as we agreetothisResolution everything will
be done, Whatever happens will happen. The Government
will have had the okay, and we will have agreed to the
Resolution, If there {s anything which we discover to be
wrong later we cannot do anything about it, because we
have agreed to the Resolution. I say that everything should
be cut and dried, The Hon, Premier came into the House
late, and while we were cealing with the Resolution he had
a Statement to be laid, I am suggesting that in the same way
that the Hon., Deputy Premier has been entrusted with
plloting through the Resolution in the name of the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries, the Hon.
Deputy Premier could have lajd the Statement as well,
If the hon. senior member for the City had not started to
raise his point, and if the hon, senior member for St. Peter
did not rajse his point, this Resolution would have been
pasged, Of course, it would not have passed me like that;
but {f the Statement had not been laid, the Resolytion would
have gone through,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: On a point of order, The Hon.
Premier has said that the Statement had not yet been pre-
pared: even the documents which we have to lay in this
House wera not ready, We had a terrific pressure of work
at Government Headquarters from Sunday untfl today, se
that the relative papers came to the House late today. All
the Notjce Papers came in after we got here; therefore
there i3 nothing in the hon, member saying that there wag
some ulterior motive which prevented the Statement from
being laid,

Mr, SMITH: Mr. Chairman, 1 did not say that, and if
the hon, member is implying that, heiswrong. ] am saying
this: let us say that they decided on the purchase of
Haggatts last Thursday; 1 am sure that they had decided
on the purchase of Haggatts before this mornjng, and there-
fore the Statement which was to be presentedte this House
was sti]] late, If they had not decided on this matter of
the purchase of Haggatts before today, how comes it that
the nama of Lt, Col. Dowding appearsinthe Statement? How
comes it that Lt. Col. Dowding has been appointed as
Manager of the project?

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: On a pojnt of order, Mr,
Chajrman, without disclosing any Cabinet seeret,lam say-
ing that the Government never discussed this matter until
it was discussed at a Special Meeting on Saturday, We
were working on Saturday preparing for the Meteorolo-
gical Conference which i{s now taking place &t Sherbourne,

and it was impossible for the Secretaries to get out the
documents before today, Lt. Col, Dowding hasnotyet been
appointed as Manager of the project; he will be appointed.
He has been nominated to the post of Manager,

Mr. SMITH: Is the hon. member saying that Lt, Col.
Dowding has not yet been appointed as Manager of the pro-
ject? He went down to the factory, all of this is being done
and yet they have not decided to buy this factory.

Hon. W, A. CRAWFQRD: Mr. Chairman, the hon.
member is going off at a tangent, We could have asked the
hon, member to go down to Haggatts too, but we know that
he {s a very busy man.
4°35 P-m.

We sent Lieut. Colonel Dowding, Sir Frank Hutson,
an engineer, and some other experts on sugar factories in
order to give us certain reports on the condition of the
machinery, It did not mean that because you sent some-
body there that you had appointed them to run the factory
immediately.

Mr. SMITH: It was stated by the Introducer of the
Resolution that it is expected to start work at Haggatts
tomorrow,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: On a point of order, Sir, 1
said ] pressed on the Committee the imperativeness for
dealing with this Resolution without delay and I said that if
we could dea] with ittoday we could start as soon as possi-
ble, even tomeprrow, We wanted no delay at all, because
between now and the time when the crop must start, there
is very little time, and the sooner we got this through, the
sooner we could start to work.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, I have noted here that it is
no fly-by-night decision of theGovernment to buy Haggatts,
Those were the words of the Hon, Premier in his speech,
He also sajd that they knew about Haggatts even before
the cane farmers in St. Andrew, and that it {s now about
eight months that they knew about it.

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: On a point of order, Mr.
Chairman, the hen. member completely misconstrued what
the Hon, Premier said in this context, Atthat point he was
talking in the terms of the Government’'s agricultural
policy, and he said that the Central Planning Committee
had for months been discussing this question of the diver-
sification of sgriculture with reference to the St. Andrew
district, and the advantages which were offered in St.
Andrew for diversification of agriculture, animal rearing
and what not; so he said that in formulating the agricul-
tural policy, the special position of St, Andrew had been
taken into account, and the possibility of the factory closing
down had been taken into account in formulating this policy,
not that we have been considering buying Haggatts for eight
months., As a matter of fact, the Government files on
Haggatts and its acquisition only dates from 21st August
this year, which is now three months at the most.

Mr, SMITH: Anyhow, Mr, Chairman, 1 have nothing
more to say, I am glad to see that they have bought it, 1
am glad to see that the Premier hasbought the same thing
he said he wasg not going to buy, and if the whole thing
breaks down tormorrow, the taxpayers will know that he
bought old iron, because he said it was not the intention
of Government to buy old iron,

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Chairman, I am sorry this Resolu-
tion has taken so long, but 1 am glad to see it has come
before the House today, This Resolution is seeking $50,000
for conditioning the factory at Haggatts for the 1964 crop,
and | can assure you that the Government has acted very
wisely in co-operating with the owners of Haggatts
Factory to purchase {t, This Resolution has kindled warm
affection for the Government because itisa very good step
for the future, Much has been said concerning this Resolu-
tion, but there {8 not a man in this Chamber who can tell
you more about a factory than I can, especially Haggatts
Factory because ] worked at Haggatts and Bruce Vale in
my boyhood, When the peoplein St, Andrew heard that Hag-
gatts Factory was going to be closed, youwould have hidden
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yourself if you were in my position. A woman by the name
of Sarah came to me and told me that Haggatts was going
to be closed and asked me to see whether I could keep the
doors open. |1 contacted Mr, D, G, Leacock and asked him

to enter negotiations with the Government, When | heard
about this old iron talk, | pleaded with the Premler, but I
pointed out that if he were going to buy Haggatts for Civil

Servants to run, [ would ask himto let it go, because Civil

Servants could never run a sugar canefactory as they know
nothing about it. From the time of the news of closing down,
people have approached me withinquiries about the factory.
When the people were informed that Government wouldnot

buy Haggatts Factory, members of the Cane Farmers Asso~

ciation and myself approached other factories te see
whether they could reap the canes, but the factory owners
and managers told us that this crop was expected to be a
very big one, that their machinery was not sufficiently

geared to take the capacity of canes in St, Andrew, and
furthermore they would have to tell us what time to reap
the canes, because we could not startin January or Febru-
ary as the canes in the Scotland District would be green.
That information had the people in avery miserable state,

and 1 had to find words of consolation to appease their
wrath. It is at this point that the people again called upon
Government, and the Premier decided to buy the factory for
the Cane Farmers’ Association.

When [ hear the hon, junior member for St. Joseph say
that it is his Party that urgedtheGovernment to buy Hag~
gatts, 1 would say thatisnottrue, because when the Labour
Party came to Belleplaine and held a meeting concerning
the factory, | had already assured the people that the Gov-~
ernment had decided to purchase the factory and that it
would not cease to operate. | like to give every man a
square deal; so 1 could not sit here and hear any member
say that it is through his forces that caused Government
to purchase this factory. I can assure you, Mr, Chairman,
that the people in St. Andrew are the biggest peasant
owners in the Island of Barbados.

4,45 p.m,

There are about six or seven estates that have been
distributed among the peasants in St. Andrew, We have
52,000 tons of sugar cane, and according to the seascnal
rainfall, I have predicted already that in St. Andrew we
would have 70,000 tons of canes toreap,l have gone so far
as to predict for the Island of Barbados according to the
rainfall which we have been getting that we would get
250,000 tons of sugar if the crop is not destroyed by fire.

Sir, it is hard to shut Haggatts out of the business, It
would not only be affecting Haggatts, but it would be affect-
ing the people in other parishes because the people in St,
Andrew would have to go and ask the other factories in the
other parishes to reap their canes, If Haggatts were to go
out of existence, it would not only affect St. Andrew, but
the six other northern parishes.

Mr, Chairman, I am gladthatthis Resolutionhas come
to this House today in order that this factory may be put
in order to reap the canes for the peasants of St. Andrew,
Haggatts Factory would pay anyone to run it, Brucevale
Factory paid Mr. Haynes and Haggatts Factory would have
paid its owners too, but it was bad management which
caused Haggatts not to pay its owners, I know the conditions
under which it was worked, 1 know of a case when the Man-
ager could have received canes from the peopleand delib-
erately said to them that he would be the last person to
open Haggatts door to receive them, If the owners knew of
the evils which the Manager was doing, they would have
fired him long ago. In 1957, Mr, Haynes stopped running
Brucevale Factory, That factory saved £4,500 for Mr.
Haynes, Why could not Haggatts make money? The owners
of it should have been down there to see, I am quite sure
that with this Government operating Haggatts with careful
management, it would finance itself and would be econom-
ical, I am sure that this Government would not regret hav-
ing bought Haggatts,

The people of St, Andrew came to me after they heard
that Government was going to buy it. I told them that 1
want them, when Government have taken over, to give an

honest day’s work for an honest day's pay. Do you know
what they told me? They said that they would give Govern-
ment even some of their ime, The farmers of &t. Andrew
work nowhere, They simply work their land, They have
their children to maintain and their homes to repair. We
talk about freighting canes, I remember there was a truck
which took a load of canes from Haggatts to Vaucluse and
then carried them to Haymans, and after the driver could
not get any of those factories to take the canes he carried
it to Fairfield and the Manager of that factory asked the
truck driver what caused him to bring them there, He
sald that the other factories to which he took them would
not take them, That meant that that man travelled over
40 miles with one load of canes and | am sure if Haggatts
had received those canes, he would not have had to drive
that mileage, Any Manager of that type would cause a fac-
tory to lose money,

Sir, we have heard of another gentleman, Col, Dowding,
who is going to run it. I am sure, if it is Col, Dowding
whom I know, that he would run the factory well because he
knows of machinery and he has the necessary qualifica~
dons, 1 am certain when the people of St. Andrew get up
tomorrow meorning and see this Resolution in the newspa-
pers how glad they will feel, I know their feelings, They
are going tofeel asif they were resurrected, 1 hope if there
is any other factory which is about to be dismantled or
abandoned, that Government would see fit to help the far-
mers and the people on the wholeinBarbados. I agree with
the hon, senior member for St, Peter when he said that any
time that a factory is to be closed down the owners should
make mention of it first to the Government so as to see
whether Government would purchase it before ftisdisman-
tled,

Sir, I heard an hon, member saying that St, Andrew {s
an Island by fitself, It is just like a surrounded world, The
only outlet which we haveisthe sea,It is just like an island,
If it were an Island, I would be just as a king sitting upon
his throne because I know that my people sit around me,
They bring their grievances to me andl do all in my power
to help solve their grievances for them. It {s my desire to
see my people go right, 1 intend to work for the people as
long as they put meinpower,l am sure if hon, members of
the House of Assembly who represent the various parishes
would get up and do their duty wholeheartedly, they would
never fail to get in this House as the people’s representa~
tives, It is by the work which youdo for the people that you
remain in here, If our works are good, we will always re-
main in here, | repeat, tomorrow when the people of St. An-
drew hear of this Resolution having been passed by this
House, they are going to look at this Government with a
different eye because they will see the interest which the
Government {s taking in them, Whenyoutalk of *‘old iron'’,
I can assure you that you will find some machinery which
was working for SO years but which with careful handling
and care would exist longer, Support it, nourish it, lubri-
cate it and give it what it needs and that old iron would
last another 50 years, I think iron is one of the strongest
kinds of material which comes out of the earth, The hon.
junior member for St, Joseph is talking of ‘‘old iron’’; but
if 1 were he, I would not worry with that, New iron would
break down as well as old iron.

Sir, 1 can assure you that Haggatts Factory with care-
ful management will make a success, I do not think it is
possible for me to repeat all the things which I know about
it because it is outside of my capacity; but | am sure that
when the engineers, the factory workers, the people and
all those around have heard that Government has bought
Haggatts, they are going to puttheir shouldersto the wheel
and see that it makes a successand] know that it would be
a boon when this factory starts operating again, This Gov-
ernment knows to do good, and now they have put forward
this effort and it is very good. It is one of the best efforts
which | have seen in my time and I hope along with the
assistance of the people that Government will not regret
buying Haggatts, 1 will preach to my people not to let
anything happen to it but assist in all ways to help make
it a success,

4,55 p.m,
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When you cut off that factory the people will have to
go begging factories here and there, ] am sure that no fac-
tory will lose in Barbados if you were to run it carefully.
Mr. Chairman, 1 have great pleasure in supporting this
Resolution; I support it one hundred percent.

Mr. COWARD: Mr, Chairman, it might appear that |
was somewhat late in rising from my seat, but as children
we always learnt that we should give way until others have
had their say, I am very happy to see that the Government
has taken this step to secure this group of plantations in
St. Andrew for the benefit of the peasants who would other-
wise bethe sufferers, Being happy overthis matter, I have
nootheralternative than to support this Resolution, I very
much welcome the explanation which was givenby the Hon,

" Premier as to his reason for purchasing these plantations
for the benefit of the peasants down there, and1 also
welcome the reasons which he has given for the purchase
of the factory for the benefit of the factory workers, | know
that there are factories which have been shut down for
years and some ofthese workers have never gone into
another factory to work, Whether this factory is run on an
economical basis or not, it is the duty of every Govern-
ment to look after the interest of the people, | feel, Sir,
that this is a step in the right direction for the benefit of
the people of the parish of St. Andrew, | also welcome the
Hon, Premier's explanation that he has seen fit to rise
above politics in appointing one who, 1 know, is capable and
has the ability to run any factory in this island; for this
post 1 do not think that there could be any better person
than Lt, Col. Dowding,

Mr. Chairman, when the Government has to appoint
members to the various Boards they should always look
out for men with the necessary ability and commonsense
regardless of policy or creed, Ithasneverbeen a pleasure
of mine to rebuke any hon, member {n this Chamber, but
1 do hope that when such an important {ssue as this comes
before this House, the Hon. Deputy Premier will see fit
to circularise such a matter to hon. members and thereby
give them a little chance to study it rather than rush it
through with such indecent haste, ] know that {n a matter
of this sort there is need for haste but, on the other hand,
the interest of the people should be safeguarded, The
Government should not bring such an important matter
like this before us at the last moment, and ] wi]l say that
they did not even bring it to us in the right way, | do not
feel that they should be trying to rush through a matter of
such §mportance as this with such indecent haste. I hope
that the Hon, Deputy Premier will treat us with a little
bit more courtesy in the future than thatwith which he has
treated us today., However, Sir, I am giving my whole-
hearted support to this Resolution,

Mr. GODDARD: Mr, Chairman, I do not propose to
say more than what hasbeen well said by the [ eader of our
Party, I just want to underline the reason why we are op-
posing this Resolution, We think that the Government is
getting this property very cheaply indeed, We aretold that
the land will be kept under cultivation but for reasons
which have been proved to the Government, the factory is
not economical to run, and it is only in a matter of time
that the Government will realise that this is so, To spend
good money for it to be wasted {3 not our policy at all;
we are opposing the Resolution on the ground that an
uneconomical factory i{s being hought and it is to be
resuscitated in the face of econgmic facts, We have seen
a reduction in the number of factories in this island from
37 in 1949 to 20 today, We understand that it is only a
matter of years when more factorieswillgoby the wayside
and the number will come down to ten. Fairfield Factory
in the parish of St. Lucy will go, and Applewhaites in the
parish of St. Thomas is the next in line; therefore why
should we try to stop something which {s inevitable? if
the Government had said that the shutting down of Haggauts
Factory would cause some embarrassment for this crop and
the next crop because the factories are not geared to take
the crop, then I would say ‘*Yes'’,

5.05 P.m,

- The sugar industry is the backbone of the economy
of this Island, and if it could be proved to uS.eeees
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Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, on a point
of order, 1 am very sorry to interrupt the hon. member,
but 1 am not quite clear exactly what point he is trying to
convey, He said that if they were told that the factory would
be run for this year and next year, he would agree that
we should run it; but what 1 do not understand is how we
are going to run it unless we had bought it, If we are going
to run it this year ornextyear, or for three or four years,
we could not run it for five days unless we bought it; so
I hope he would make it clear,

Mr. GODDARD: If Government said that the shutting
down of the factory this year at such short notice was
such that other factories were not capable of taking the crop
from St. Andrew, they would have a case in point; but |
understand that all of that had been prepared and that the
St. Andrew crop can be reaped by other factories more
economically than it can ever be done down there.I am
also told that there are many cane farmers in St. Andrew
who will still sendtheir canes over the hill and get a better
price from Vaucluse or wherever they may send them than
they would ever get from Haggatts, I am not going over
the speech of the Leader of my Party, but I only wish te
point out that our objection to and voting against the
Resolution is against the running of the factory because it
will be on uneconomical grounds,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Chairman, there arenot
many points on which | want to reply, because most of the
ground has already been cleared by my earlier remarks;
but 1 only want to give the Committee the information
relevant to the operation of the factory and the proportion
of peasants’ canes processed in relation to the overall
amount processed, In 1952 the factory processed 50,000 tons
of cane of which 22,000 tons were peasants’ canes, In 1960
it was 41,000 tons of which 14,000 tons were peasants’;
in 1961 it was 50,000 tons of which 17,000 tons were
peasants’; in 1962 it was 46,000 tons of which 14,000 tons
were peasants’ canes, and this year the total amount of
canes manufactured was 49,000 tons of which 17,000 tons
were peasants’ canes; So the average annual tonnage of
canes ground is 47,000 tons and the average proportion
supplied by peasant farmers is 17,000 tons, Apart from
giving that information, the only thing I wantto say is this:
the hon. junior member for St. Joseph had quite a lot to
say about the acquisition of the factory, and then he went
on to say that by acquiring this factory the Government
would be in a position eventually to get some inside inform-
ation with regard to the operation of sugar factories, and
that Haggatts may eventually pay $1.00 or $2.00 more for
peasants’ canes than the other factories pay, I want to say
that so far as this Government {s concerned, we entertain
no such delusions, Haggatts factory is in an area in which
the terrain is very difficult, and if we wanted to take over
a factory to run it to get an accurate indication of the
manufacturing costs of the factory and the profits to be
made from processing canes, Haggatts is the last factory
for this purpose, As a matter of fact, the Workers' Union
has already had to conelude a separate wage agreement
with Haggatts because it was conceded by the Union that
Haggatts could not pay the same wages for labour as the
factories in a far better geographical location,

What does strike me as arrant nonsense was the sug-
gestion by the hon, junior member for St. Joseph that
people from the outside would be tempted to send canes to
Haggatts because it would soon be paying a better price,
At the moment, as we understand it, the retention of
Haggatts factory as an operating unit is conditioned by the
fact that in the area itself itis uneconomical to send canes
outside on account of the difficulty of terrain. How on earth
therefore is it going to be economical for canes to come in
from outside? They cannot come in by helicopter or aero-
plane or something,

Mr. SMITH: On a point of order, the hon. member says
it is uneconomical for canes to come in, therefore it is
uneconomical for canes to go Outeseecs

Hon, W, A, CRAWFQRD: I did not say that at all. What
1 did say was this: our understanding is that it is necessary
to retain Haggatts as an operating unit because it is un-




economical for the peasant farmers in the Haggatts area
to transport their canes outside of St. Andrew to the
factories outside the parish, and the transport costs are
comparatively so high as to morethan offset any additional
price they may get from a factory outside St. Andrew,

Mr. SMITH: On a point of order, there are people in
St. Andrew from the Boscobelle area who sendtheir canes
to Lower Estate and get more money when the freight is
taken out than if they sent them to Haggatts, The same
Manager you are appointing there now pald them more,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: In other words then, itis
completely unnecessary to have Haggatts working, accord-
ing to him. If the people in St. Andrew, including Haggatts
area, can send their canes as far as [ower Estate, pay
additional transport and still come out economically be-
cause they get a better price, what the devil on earth for
is he insisting that we should retain Haggatts? If you can
send your canes outside and get a better price, send them
out. Qur information is, Mr. Chairman, that you have to
retain this factory there because people living in Haggatts
and around there cannot afford to pay the additional cost
of getting their canes up the hills and outside St. Andrew's
parish, Furthermore this is the biggest concentration of
peasant farmers in the Island, as the hon, senior member
for St. Andrew has said, There are a lot of small hire-
purchase plots, and people cannot even get a lorry load
of canes; so it would not pay them to hire a lorry to send
these canes outside the parish; therefore you have to keep
Haggatts running to accommodate them, What I am saying,
Sir, is that if in these circumstances it is necessary to
retain Haggatts as an operating unit because the people
inside cannot economically send their canes outside, it
seems to me to be really fool-hardy to be proposing that
people outside of St. Andrew are going to be able to send
them through the same terrain to Haggatts, because Gov-
ernment can eventually pay a better price,

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, on a point . of order, the
Hon, Minister is talking what he thinks, I can tell him
that people send their canes from Welchman Hall, St
Thomas to Haggatts, 1 have taken some there myself, so
if he does not know anything, he should not talk it,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: All I am trying to do is to
pick some kind of sense out of the nonsense he has been
talking both in the House and outside the House, and I do
not want to go over it again, because every little three-
year old child can understand what | am saying, I repeat,
Sir, that if we have to retain Haggatts as an operating
unit for the benefit and advantage of the people in the area,
it is merely to provide them with an opportunity for reap-
ing their canes at home, I may tell you that the small
cane farmers there supply almost one-third of the total
amount of canes processed at Haggatts in any given year,
and it is to accommodate them and the people in factory
work, and therefore it would only go to show the vanity of
human hope if you expect that Haggatts can at any time
provide an indication of whatisinvolvedinthe manufacture
of sugar and the profits being made in the manufacture of
sugar.,

5.15 pem.

If the hon, junior member for St, joseph or his Gov-
ernment wanted to acquire a factory which could demon-
strate on easy conditions the cost of the manufacturing of
sugar and the profits made from the manufacturing of
sugar, they had the chance of buying six sugar factories
situated in different areas and in entirely better conditions
than Haggatts Factory. They had Gibbons Factory and
Montcrieffe in 1956, Halton and Newton in 1960 and Olds-
bury and Sandy Lane in 1959,

Mr, SMITH: 1 rise on a point of order, I would like
the Hon, Minister in referring to the factories which
he called out to tell us also about the land, not only the
factories,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Sandy L.ane has over 350
acres of land attached to it, But thatis not the point at all.
Nobody puts down a factory without offering the owners
of the surrounding plantation shares in the factory, They

offer shares to the owners of the surrounding plantations
in order to ensure that they get these owners to send their
canes to the factory. If you go to Warrens, you will find
that all the plantationsaroundthere have sharesin Warrens
factory. Immediately on erecting a factory, they offer
shares to the owners of all the surrounding plantations
because the factory i{s of no use without canes, In the case
of Haggatts, it is having two-thirds of the cxop coming from
their own canes,

1 only mentioned that to disperse any feelings that on
the acquisition of Haggatts Factory, the Government is in
a wonderful position to obtain some of the genuine statis-
tics in the sugar industry, Haggattswould not provide this.

.This is a marginal operation which is situatedin a difficult
terrain, and it is only through force of circumstances and
to ensure peasant farmers of the reaping of their crop
that the Government had acquired Haggatts, It is not

through any ambition of being able to obtain detailed and

accurate statistics of the working of sugar factories, The
time must come when a national authority or some state
organisation should own a sugar factory situated ina better
geographical location than Haggatts from the point of view
of its being in a better cane-producing area, St, Andrew
has a very heavy rainfall; therefore, the canes which are
produced in St. Andrew take more to make a ton of sugar
because the sucrose in them isless, Almostin every case,
the acquisition of any other sugar factory would provide

the opportunity of getting better information, such as the
hon. junior member for St. joseph would like and which we
ourselves would like; but Haggatts isnot the answer to this
question,

Mr. SMITH: Mr, Chairman, that remark coming from
the Hon. Minister tells us plainly thatwe are doing nothing
by buying Haggatts, He has thrown cold water completely
on it. :

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: 1 have done nothing of the
kind, AIl1 have done is to throw very, very cold water on
the lines which the hon. member took, The hon, member
knows St, Andrew and he knows the difficulty down there;
and he shouldnot sitthere and imagine that Haggatts would
be able to pay $1.00, $2.00 or more per ton than what other
sugar factories are paying to peasants for their canes,

The question that the Resolution do now pass

was put and resolved in the affirmative, the House

dividing as follous:—

AYES: Hon, G, G. FERGUSSON, Mr. BOXLL,
Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD, Mr. YEARWOOD, Hon, A. DaC.
EDWARDS, Mr, CORBIN, Mr, WEEKES, Mr. LOWE, Mr,
COWARD, Mr, HOL DER and Mr, SMITH - 11,

NOES: Messrs, LYNCH and GODDARD - 2,
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE, 1963-64 No, 22
POLIO REHABILITATION

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr. Chairman, as a result
of the recent outbreak of poliomyelitis in Barbados,
arrangements had been made through the University of the
West Indies for Dr. J, D, G, McNeil-Smith, Consultant in
orthopaedic surgery to theGovernment of Jamaica, tocome
to Barbados to give an assessment of the cases affected by
this disease with a view to the organisation of a scheme
for the rehabilitation of the affected ones,

As a result of Dr, McNeil-Smith’s visit, four children
aged 2, 3, 14 and 16 years, who are now patients at the
Barbados GeneralHospital, appear to necessitate treatment
for their rehabilitation which cannot be given in Barbados,
and in these circumstances the Government was advised
that negotiations should be carried out with Jamaica where-
by these children could be sent there for the necessary
treatment,

The result of the negotiations with jamaica is that
Jamaica would be willing to accept the children there
and treat them inasmuch as Barbados could not provide
what treatment was necessary for them,

5.25 p.m,
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Doctor McNeil-Smith has also advised that this Gov-
ernment should ask the Government of Jamaica to make
available to us (ASIDES)Mr. Chairman, if hon. members
on this side of the Hous€.eeees

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I cannot hear the hon, member, while
other hon. members are talking as loudly as they are
talking,

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS:; 1 was saying, Mr, Chairman,
that Dr. McNeil-Smith has advised that the Government
should be advised to make available to it a surgical
technician who is at present attached to the Rehabilitation
Unit in Jamaica; he would train some of our local tech-
nicians in the art of providing the necessary apparatus
which these children will need for their rehabilitation, I
would like to give hon., members a break-down of the
expenses for which this Resolution seeks to make provision,
The break down is as follows:-

Four return passages to Jamaica, $1,482,00, It will
take them about six months each in Jamaica and at the
rate of $4,80 per day for these four patients, the amount
will be $3,556.00. Treatment will cost the sum of $768
and contingencies, $200; making a total of $6,006,00, Then
for the Consultant, his return air passage will be $370,50;
hotel expenses for fourteen days at the rate of $20 per
day will amount to $280.00 and subsistence allowance for
fourteen days at $10 per day will amount to $140,00 making
a total of $800,00 approximately.

1 should point out, Mr. Chairman, why itisnecessary to
have the services of a surgical technical now, There were
79 cases of poliomyelitis reported and of those 79 cases,
four persons have died, Another four cagses were not polio
cases at all. In one Instance, achildwas sent to the Hospi-
ta] with a broken arm; I donotwant to call the name of the
doctor in the case, but I will merely say thatit {s a doctor
from Barbados, After a careful examination of the other 71
cases the conclusion was reached that 18 of them would
require mechanical aids. Eleven of those 18 cases have
one limb only and the other seven have hoth imbs. About
25 of the children who were affected with poliomyelitis
have recovered completely. I have just mentioned that so
that hon, members will see that we only have 18 cases,
four of whom will be going to Jamajca as seen as this
Rasolution s approved by this Honourable Chamher. Asto
the other fourteen, the Government was advised that they
could be dealt with here with the assistance of the surgical
technician from Jamaica; with the necessary braces, and so
on, they would be able to walk again,

1 may point out, Sir, that Dr. McNeil-Smith also
pointed qut that these children, although they are affected
as a result of the outbreak of poliomyelitis, can and will
still be taught to do certain jobs by means of which they
could earn themselves a Hving. In the case of the four
patients who have to be sent to Jamaica, the doctor has
pointed out that arrangements can be made whereby some
of them may be able to do watch pepairing, and so forth,
They will be taught trades to sujt the parts of the limbs
which they can use,

Mr, Chairman, I am quite ready and willing to answer
any questions which hon. members may ask, With those
remarks, | beg to move that thia Resolution do now pass,

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that,

Mr. SMITH: Mr, Chairman, 1 am not opposing this
Resolution but we are the pergons whe are signing the
cheques, We are being asked to okay this Resolution, The
first part of the Addendum to this Resolution reads as
follows; - '

‘*A8 a result of the recent outbreak of poliomyelitis
in Barbados, it has become necessary to send four children
to the Jamaica Rehabilitation Unit for special treatment.”

.-} am saying that we should know the names of these
children. Suppose one of these children is from my con-
stituency and any one of the people askedmeif his child is
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one of them| Ifthis matterisnotto be made private, surely
we should know the names of these children, As a matter of
fact, all of them can be from the parish of St. Joseph. As
1 was saying, Sir, if one of the parents of these children
was to ask me about this matter, 1 would not know if the
children were from my constituency or not. No attorney
would agree to a thing like this; when he takes up his
abstract he will want to see what he is signing for. Again,
these children may be from Trinidad or from Jamaica.

Mr. LYNCH: Mr. Chairman, I rise to support this
necessary Resolution and also to deplore the fact that if
wise precaution had been taken, this Resolution would not
have been necessary, It is true that by being harnessed in
steel and leather these children will walk, but they will
never run, If it had not been for this bureaucratic resis-
tance to take precautions, these children might have been
running about at their homes, Iam saying thatbureaucracy
should never take the place or the ordinary necessities for
the citizens of this country. I remember that when a
question had to be asked in this very Chamber as to what
was being done in relation-to the outbreak of poliomyelitis
in the first place in British Guiana and then in this island,
the suggestion was made that there was no epidemic at all
and we were more or less left out of court,

535 p.m.

Here now we have the sad statistics which show us that
there was an epidemic of a tragic nature, These children,
now broken in body and warped in mind, will be the liability
of this community for the rest of their natural lives, Notice
should be taken of this, Mr, Chairman, purely as a warning
against any such bureaucracy in future,

Hon. A,DaC. EDWARDS:; Mr. Chairman, first of all 1
would like to reply to the remarks of the hon, junior mem-
ber for Bridgetown, If the hon. junior member for Bridge-
town does not know, ask him to ask a question. The type
of polio which we had in Barbadoswas quite different from
the type in Britdsh Guiana, There are three types of
poliomyelitis; there is type 1, type 2 and type 3, and we
found from the experiments carried out by the expert who
came from World Health Organisation that there wasa vast
difference between the poliomyelitis in Barbados and thatin
British Guiana, The one in Barbados was type 1 and that
in British Guiana was type 2, and on these grounds they
have advised that this type of polio whichwe had in Barba-
dos was something which belonged to Barbados, It was not
the only time we have had polio in Barbados, as I pointed
out before., Every year we are accustomed to having
poliomyelitis cases in Barbados. The incidence of polio
here in Barbados this year was nothing new, All happened
is that there were more people affected by it than in past
years, but the poliomyelitis in Barbados had absolutely
nothing to do with the poliomyelitis in British Guiana,
according to research and expert evidence which we have;
and if the hon, junior member for Bridgetown would like me
to bring it here and'let him see what advice we have got, |
would be willing to do so.

Another thing, Mr. Chairman, is that if we had taken
the precaution of using the vaccine which was used in
British Guiana as a means of protection, it would mean that
we would have the same number of polio cases, because
we would be using the vaccine against one type of polio
when it was not the vaccine of that type, It was not until
recently that there was the trivalent type of vaccine which
can combat any of the three types of poliomyelitis, But
again ] would like to emphasise thatthe type of polio which
we had in 1963 was quite different and distinct from that
in British Guiana; hence it is not a question of having it
come from British Guiana to Barbados,

To answer the question asked by the hon, junior mem-
ber for St. joseph, 1 think the hon. member only wanted
to hear {t said ‘*You know who spoke on this Resolution,
the hon. junior member for St. Joseph?’’ Hehad absolutely
nothing to say, but just got up asking for the names of the
children, There are four children of the inhabitants of
Barbados affected by poliomyelitis whose responsibility it
is for the Government to look after. The names do not
matter, I will not give the names of these children on the




floor of the House; butif the hon, member wants them from
me, after the evening session he can come and have them,
1 do not see why the names of these children should be
published, 1 do not know 1if the hon, member has a bee in
his bonnet, but | should like toadvisethe hon, member that
when he has something to say, he should say it, but do not
get up and ask nonsense,

Mr. SMITH: Mr, Chairman, | only asked the Hon.
Minister to give the names to me, [ am a member of this
Honourable House elected by the people, and when he gets
up and says that I have absolutely nothing to say and he is
not going to mention these names, that canonly come from
an idiot, not one who knows his job, because he is a8 mem-
ber of this House,eeeee

Mr, CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. member referring to the
Minister as an idiot?

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, we are called upon to
vote money and I am asking a question; but the Hon, Minis-
ter says [ donot have anything to say, Would he like to get
up and say what he likes and expect me to say ‘‘yes” to
it? I am telling him here and now that if he starts it ] can
end it with him,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am appealing to the hon, member
to couch his speech in parliamentary language.

Mr., SMITH: Why did you not tell the hon, member to
couch his when he accused me of talking nothing?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The hon. junior member for St,
Joseph referred to the Hon, Minister as an idiot, That
sounds unparliamentary.

Mr. SMITH: How did he refer to me?
Mr. CHAIRMAN: As talking nonsense,
Mr. SMITH: What would you say to that?

Mr. CHAIRMAN: That is differently completely,

Mr, SMITH: I think that ‘‘idiot’’ is too mild a word,
This is the people's business and the people’'s money.
What would it be for him to say ‘** John Brown’’? I do not
want the addresses, because you get two, three or four
people with the same names, If he had said Earline
Maynard, Mary Atkins or even Lloyd Smith — becausel
know & Lloyd Smith lvingin CaveHill — I would have been
satisfied, Poliomyelitis does not ask anybody a favour, The
children have not brought it upon themselves, unless the
Minister brought it on them; so there is nothing wrong or
degrading; but he gets up here and accuses me of talking
nothing. 1 appear toyouto be more decent after now; other-
wise we will get into the ropes,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Is the hon, member referring to the
Chair?

Mr. LYNCH: Mr, Chairman, mayI throughyouenquire
from the Hon, Minister whether {t is not true thatthe type
of vaccine which is efficacious in all three types of polio-
myelitis was discovered some three or four years ago,
and if it were known that therewas an epidemic in the area,
irrespective of its being an epidemic of type 1, 2 or 3,
whether it would not have been the essence of wisdom to
allow that vaccine to come into the Island so that the
children would be vaccinated, bearing in mind that any
wastage would be human wastage and so irrecoverable?

Hon., A, DaC, EDWARDS:; Mr. Chairman, first of all
1 should like to point out to the hon, junior member for
Bridgetown that the offers which we had for vaccine were
not offers of the trivalent type of vaccine which would
combat all three types of poliomyelitis,
5,45 p.m,

The trivalent type of vaccine was used in some of the
other territories last year and was introduced in Barbados
this year. The sort of vaccine which we were offered was
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a Salk Vaccine which only dealt with one type of polio,
and this was the type of vaccine which was thrown away
by Trinidad and other Islands of the WestIndies and which
they thought was of no use to them, At the same time, they
were trying to dump it on Barbados. However, we at the
same time, brought in the trivalent type of vaccine which
is an oral vaccine,

The question that the Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affimative without diwvision,
Hon., W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, I begto move

that you do now report the passing of two Resolutions in
Committee of Supply.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in tha affirnae

tive without division,

The CH AIRMAN reported to Mr, DEPU TY SPEAKER
the passing of two Resolutions in Committee and Mr,
DEPUTY SPEAKER
accordingly,

resumed the Chair and reported

On separate motions of Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD,
seconded by Hon, G. G, FERGUSSON in
the Resolutions were read a first and second tim e and

each case,

agreed to.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE LEASE OF LAND
TO UNIVERSITY OF WEST INDIES

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg
to move that Order No. 5 be the next Order of the Day,
Hon, G, G.

FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affima-
Bve without division,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order No. 5 stands in the
name of the Hon. Minister of Communications, Works and
Housing: To move the passing of the following Resolution:
Resolution to approve the lease of 89,069 square feet of
land described in the Schedule thereto to the University
of the West Indies,

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this
Resolution seeks to approve the lease of 89,069 square feet
of land sftuated adjacent to the Parkinson School, the Pine,
St. Michael, This land was formerly vested inthe Governor-
in-Executive Committee and it is proposed to lease it for
a period of 99 years to the University of the West Indies
for the purpose of establishing an Extra Mural Centre at
a peppercorn rental of 25 cents per annum,. The land was
formerly land of the Pine Plantation and was vested in
the Housing Authority and then revested in the Governor-
in-Executive Committee,

At some time prior to this, Mr, Deputy Speaker, the
University College required an area of 42,840 square feet,
but after measuring it and considering the extent of the
bullding which was required, they further required this
extra amount of land, thus making the full total of 89,069
square feet,

I beg to move, Mr, Deputy Speaker, that this Resolution
do now pass,

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS 1 beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division,

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES BILL, 1963

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 pro=
pose that Order No. 4 be the next Order of the Day,

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that,
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The question was put and resolved in the affirma-

tive without division,

Mr., DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order No. 4 stands in the
name of the Hon. Leader of the House: Second reading of a
Bill further to emend the Public Utilities Act, 1951,

Hon., W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is
a very simple matter, It is just an amendment to the
public Utilities Act, 1951, in order to give effect to the
proposals that the functions which are at present the
responsibility of the Governor by virtue of the particular
Sections of the Act be transferred to the Governor-in-
Executive Committee in ‘accordance, more or less, with
our change of constitutional status.

" The precise functions as set out are:

(i) the power to appoint members and acting mem-
bers of the Public Utilities Board, and to fill

vacancies in the membership thereof — sections |

3 and 7;-

(i) the power to nominate persons to constitute the
public utilities panel and to nominate assessors
for the purposes of the said Act — section 3A;

(iti) the giving ‘of notice by members of the Board
: with respect to resignation therefrom and the
power to declare the office of any member vacant
on the ground that for any just cause such member
is unfit to continue in office - section 5;

(iv) the transmission of certificates relative to the
failure of public utilities to comply with orders
-made by the Boardinthe event ofthe Board being
of the opinion that no effectual means exist of
compelling the said public utilities to comply with
such orders — section 36,

These amendments to the Act constitute no fundamental
departure in principle, As | have said, the amendments
merely seek to transfer on purely constitutional grounds
the power now vested {ntheGovernor with relation to these
functions, Since this is merely an exercise in constitu-
tional satus and involves no .principle of any kind, there
iz no necessity for my making any lengthy speech.

Therefore, 1 beg to move that this Bill be now read a
second time.

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: [ beg to second that,
5,55 p.ms

* Mr. BOXILL: Mr, Deputy Speaker,  want to draw to
the attention of the Government this matter of the public
utility companies in this island and especially the Tele-
phone Company, It {s true that they are a private concern,
but {t i¥ alse true to say that they are operating under the
Public-Utilities Act and they are enjoying the benefit of
the public utlity services, The Telephone Company has
adepted a: principle that they treat people who use their
services as though they are intruders, When you go to thg
Telephone Company'’s office to pay a hill, the peopie whe
work: there seem to think that you are stepping on their
domain and that you are only coming there to annoy them
rather . than facilitate them; They act as though they are
doing you a great service by allowing you to have a tele~
phone, | am sure that this public utility service does not
give you the benefit ‘like the  Electric Company or the
Natura] Gas Corporation, If any person allows two months
to pass without paying for his telephone, the service can
be cut out; but it is a very hard thing for them to say that
yaou have to pay your telephone bill by the 20th of the month
in advance, and if it comes to the 21st or the 22nd of the
month they cut off the service without notifying you. You
just find that the service has been cutoff. As a user of the
telephone, 1 say it is true that you have signed an agree-
ment to pay your bill by the 20th of the month: otherwige
the service is cut off. You want the services of the tele~
phone but you really do not agree with that provision,. I do

23

not see why the Telephone Company could not notify you
if you are in arrears and say: ‘‘You are in arrears and if
you do not pay your bill within two or three days your
service will be cut off.’”’ If you were to miss and go over
three days — | know some people have had to pay as much
as five dollars for a re-=connection of their service. This
is not robbery with a ‘*V’’ but robbery with an **S"’; it is
not robbery with violence but robbery with subtlety,

Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 went to have a transfer of
service made, and the Telephone Company erroneously
sent me a bill for $23,50 for changing over from one name
to another, They subsequently discovered that they had sent
me two bills which they should not have sent me. They
eventually sent and cut off the other gentleman’stelephone,
1 am saying, Sir, that when somebody losesone of his hands
when he comes to cut out thistelephone service, then some
notice will be taken of these things. Another thing is that
they have adopted a policy of employing people only of a
certain colour; they are only employing people who are
white or nearly white, The other day 1 spoke about the
Electric Company and they made an attemptto change their
policy. 1 want to say that there are more people who use
the telephone service and who look like me than those who
look otherwise, 1 think that you need to have a mixture
there. You should not try to impress upon me that only
people of that colour which I have mentioned have intelli-
gence, and other people who look Uke me did not go to
school or that they went to school in August or in Decem-
ber. All over the world we have this case of white and
black; 1 may say that this is no raclal talk, We are trying
to have a harmonious running of things and it is very hard
and ironical that a big concern like the Telephone Company
which has been operating in this {sland for so many years
should, in this modern age, be still practising this kind
of Latin American or RomanNose way of employing people.

Mr. Chairman, you havethe Barbados Telephone Com-
pany, the Barbados Light and Power Company, you have
all these public utility companies and all of these firms
operating here; they make a big profit but none of them
has seen fit to offer a scholarshipto anybody, It is not that
1 would want to get any scholarship for anybody who is con-
nected with me, but I do say that these public utility com-
panies and all of these firms which have been operating
here for so long are taking out everything from the coun-
try and they are not putting back anything in the country.
The Government cannot call upon anybody to offera schol~
arship locally; but if you are operating here for all of this
time the least you could dowouldbeto offer a scholarship,
and doing that would not kill any of them,

6,05 p.m.

1 am sure that if they had to go through some of what
other countries experience with strikes every day or week,
they would lose more than what they would offer §n a schol-
arship, Coming back to the Telephone Company, I believe
they give their workers a course in impoliteness.l am not
saying this because they cannot represent themselves; |
would go outside and say that where they can answer me
and 1 would know how to answer them; but that Company
has some of the most impolite people in the world in the
office. When you go there these people look at you as though
you are intruding, and you have to stand until they feel to
come and attend you. 1 am saying this because 1 want the
members of the Utility Board torealizethat as a taxpayer,
as a man who must use the utility services in Barbados
and as a person who happens to be a representative of the
people, 1 must speak for those who cannot speak for them-

- selves, and I am asking the members of the Utility Board

to be more stringent in their dealings with these utility
services, especially the Telephone Company. We as rep-
resentatives of the people are not going to be satisfied with
this hand-me-down type of business, It is about time that
peopge realise that God in His wisdom knew what He was
doing when He made us this way, We have nothing to be
ashafhed of as far as our colour is concerned, It is true
that some of us conduct ourselves in a most deprecable
and deplorable manner, but some of the others do too, be-
cause we do not have any Al Capones here, while there
are some in the United States and in other parts of the
world, Anyway, we have more of the good than of the bad,




Mr, Deputy Speaker, itisabouttimethatthe Telephone
Company stopped practising this racial policy. Whenever
a short-haired girl happens to apply for a job there, it is
always filled; yet when somebody moves out from there,
you can see somebody else in her place, I think Barbados
should employ Barbadians first, but sometimes you go
there and find people who speak with a different accent
from ours, With the unemployment situation in Barbados
being what it is, I do not think it is very conducive to har-
monious reladons. A lot of people would say whatl am
saying today, but they are afraid, If they do not like what
I am saying, although I pay my telephone bill every month,
they can come and take {t out, because when you say any-
thing against the Telephone Company, they are always quick
to run and cut off yourtelephone, becausethey realise it is
a necessity, If they feel like doing that to me, they can do
it; but I am calling on the members of the Utility Board to
keep their eyes open for all utility servijces and especially
the Telephone Company.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: The hon. member can rest
assured that his strictures will be drawn to the attention
of the members of the Public Utilities Board in respect
of this Company, Government does not and will not con-
done any racial discrimination on the part of any employ-
er anywhere in this Island. ] assume, Sir, that the allega-
tions of the hon, junior member for St. Thomas are based
on fact, and he has made personal investigation of the in-
cldents whereof he has complained, and I give personally
the undertaking that I will myself discuss with the Chair-
man of the Board the strictures he has mentioned and
suggest that they be immediately investigated,

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirnative without
division,

On the motion of Hon, J. C, TUDOR, seconded by
Hon, A. DaC, EDWARDS, Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER left
the Chair and the House went into Committee on the
Bill, Mr, BATSON in the (hair,

Clauses 1 and 2 were called and passed,

On the motion of Hon, J, C, TUIDR, seconded
by Hon, 4, DaC, EDWARIS, Mr, SPEAKER took the
. Chair and reported accordingly,

On the separate motions of Hon, J, C. TUIDR,
seconded in each case by Hon, A, DaC, EDWARIS,
the Bill was read a third time and passed,

THE SUGAR INDUSTRY (REHABILITATION,
PRICE STABILIZATION AND LABOUR
WELFARE) ORDER, 1963

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, today we in-
troduced three Resolutions simultaneously, two. of which
have already been dealt with, We have dealt with the one
relating to the acquisition of Haggatts, and the one with
regard to the rehabilitation of the victims of poliomyelitis,
The third was to approve the Order entitled ‘*The Sugar
Industry (Rehabilitation, Price Stabilization and Labour
Welfare) Order, 1963,"" I think copies havebeen circulated
to hon, members, This is more or less formal, and I beg
to move that this Resolution be the next Order of the Day,

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affim a-
tive without division,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, this Resolu~
ton deals with the levies to be imposed during the ensu-
ing year., You will see from the Addendumthat as far back
as 1956 the basis of agreement was settled between Gov-
ernment, the Sugar Producers® Association and the Union
representing the workers. It was agreedthenandin subse-

quent years until the Agreement was revised that there
should be:
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(a) a ‘“basic”’ levy for the credit of (1) the Sugar In-
dustry Price Stabilization Reserve Fund at the
rate of $3.20;

(i) the Sugar Industry Capital Rehabilitation Re-
serve Fund at the rate of $4.80 and o
(itf) the Labour Welfare Fund at the rate of $4.80.

6. 15 pomo

(b) an ‘‘above average crop’’ levy, also for the credit
of the Labour Welfare Fund;

(c) a *‘marginal difference” levy, also for the crodltv
of the Labour Welfare Fund;

(d) a **Provident Fund”* levy, to be collected only when
the necessary legislative authority was provided,
at the rate of v +ee $0.40.

In 1961, there was a revision of agreement affecting
the rate of levy for the Price Stabilisation Fund as well
as the rate of levy for the Provident Fund, The Price Sta-
bilisation Fund has been reduced from the original $3,20
to $2.60 and the Provident Fund Levy has been increased
by the sum of 60 cents, that is, from 40 cents to $1.00,

The levy for the entire crop rate has been fixed in
accordance with the agreement taking into account that
an ‘‘above average crop" levy is collectible but that a
*‘marginal difference’’ levy is not,

The rates of levies which are now collectible are as
follows:=

For the Price Stabilization Reserve Fund $2,60
For the Capital Rehabilitation Reserve Fund $4,80
For the Labour Welfare Fund -

$4.80
$1.22

(1) ‘basic’ levy
(i1)* ‘above average levy’

You now have a total of $6,02 goingto the Labour Wel-
fare Fund,

This Honourable House has been accustomed foryears
from 1956 going into the background information as regards
the levying of these levies, All of this is now history with
which all members of this House are familiar,

1, therefore, beg to move that this Resolution do now
pass,

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS 1 begto second that,

Mr. GODDARD- Mr, Speaker, 1 wonder if the Hon,
Minister can furnish us with theinformationasto what are
the present standing posidons of these three funds,

Hon. W, A, CRAW FORD: This really isa question which
1 did not anticipate and I would have wished that the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture was here because he would have
been able to give it tothe hon, member without a moment's
hesitation, I do have some figures, but they have not been
brought up to date, Therefore, there is no point in giving
the hon. member these figures. I know he wants to know
what the current figures are, If the hon, member has no
objection, 1 would provide them for him by next Tuesday.

Mr. GODDARD: If the Hon, Minister wili provide them
by the next Tuesday, 1 would wait for them,

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not understand how the hon. junior
member for Christ Church rose then,

The question that the Resolution do mow pass was
put and resolved in the affim ative uithout division,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: That brings Government
Business to an end for today,

»
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COMMITTEE APPOINTED re MESSAGE NO.
9/1963 FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE
GOVERNOR

Mr, SPEAKER: May I take this opportunity to inform
this Honourable House of Message No,9 of this year from
His Excellency the Governor to His Honour the President
of the Legislative Council and His Honour the Speaker of
the House of Assembly,

This Message has already been circulated to hon,
members and, therefore, it will not be necessary for me
to read ft,

In consequence of this Message whichl have consider-
ed with the Hon, President of the Other Place, {t has been
decided that so far as this Chamber is concerned, three
members of each political party with the existing parlia-
mentary standing {n this House will be invited to partici-

pate an- that such members will in due course be notifiec :

of the meeting or meetings of this inter-Party conference,

The Gevernment Party will be represented by the hon,
senfor member for S, Philip, the Hon, Leaderof the House
(Hon, W, A, Crawford); the hon, junfor members for St.
Lucy and St, Thomas, (Hon. J, C, Tudor and Mr. Boxill);
the Official Opposition will be represented by the Hon,
Leader of the Opposition, (Mr, Mottley); as well as by the
hon, junfor members for Christ Church and the City of
Bridgetown, (Messrs, Goddard and Lynch); the minority
Party in orposition will be represented by the hon, junior
members for St. George, St, Joseph and St, James, (Messrs,
Miller, Smith and Holder),

That constitutes three parliamentary members from
each Party in this Chamber, Althoughthis s referred to as
an inter-party conference, yet the fact that it §s proposed
to be held under the Chairmanship of the Hon, President
of the Legislative Council andthe Speaker of this Chamber,
is an indicaton that it {s desiredthatthis Conference con-
sists of members actually in all Parliaments, In view of the
fact that there are not less than three members out of the

25

W

24 members of this Chamber who are styled as ‘‘Indepen-
dents'’, 1 have decided also to invite the hon, senior mem-
bar for St. Peter (Mr, Walcott) who, 1 am advised, 1s the
senior member in this House of the three independents, to
also join and participate in the celiberations of this Con-
ference,

6025 Psms

THE ORDER PAPER

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: As to the Order Paper for
next week, the Government has deferred consideration of
the Workmen’s Compensation Bill which is the firstOrder
of the Day on today’s Order Paper, and the accompanying
Bill which is Order No,2, We have deferred consideration
of those Measures in ~‘eference to representations which
were made on behalf of hon, members who claim that they
have not had adequate time in whichthoroughly to consider
all the implications of those Measures, We sincerely hope
that the intervening week before the next meeting of this
House will be enough to provide hon, members with ample
time to give proper consideration to these Measures be-
cause it {s intended on Tuesday nextto deal with both these
Orders, 1 hope that hon, members will come prepared next
Tuesday to deal with both of these Bills — the Workmen's
Compensation Bill and the Law Reform (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Bill.

THE ADJOURNMENT

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, | beg to move
that this House do now adjourn until Tuesday next, 12th
November, 1963, at 12 o*clock noon,

Hon, J, C, TUDOR: I beg to second that,

The question that this House do now adjoum until
Tuesday next, 12th November, 1963, at 12 o’clock noon,
was put and resolved in the affirmative uithout division,
and Mr, SPEAKER adjoumed the House accordingly,
630 p.m.






