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SESSION 1962 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 19th Novem be?, 1963. 

Pursuant to the odjournmsnt, the House of Assanbly 
met at 12 noon o*clock today. 

PRESENT 

Hi8 H o n o u r  E. L. CARMICHAEL, J.P., (Deputy 
Speokrr); Mr. L. E. SMITH, J.P.; Mr. E. St.A, HOLDER, 
J.P.; H o n .  J. C. TUDOR, M,A., (Minister of Eduaedon); 
Mr. S. E. SEALEY; Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON, ( M l n i ~ t e r  of 
Conmunlcationa, Works and Housing); Mr. W .  R,  COWARD; 
Mr. R, StJL WEEKES, J.P.; Mr. W. R. LOWE; Mr, & V. 
BATSQN, (Choinnan o f  Committees); Mr. J .  B. YEARWBOD. 

Prayera ware read. 

MINUTES 

Mr. W UTY SPEAKER: The Minufes ofthe last meet- - brm & primed and circulated amongst hon. mmbers 
and Ln th rbsnct of any objection, thsy will be taken as 
rodmdosnblnn#l. 

Tkare being no objection, these M i n w  are confirmed. 

I have tka bonour to Morm the House that His Honour 
tfrcr Speaker L sngagpd as LkBBnce Couacfl at the Assize 
Coww, md ofrcumstances are that he c a m s  reasonably 
bs hem teslay. 

PAPERS LAID 

Hon. J. C, TUDOR: Mr. Way Speake~, pp behalf of 
tb HQ& and LM~W Premier, I a m e o m ~ ~  f ~ )  lay the 
follmftns- 

' * h u a l  of the Barbados Fire Ssrvics for the 
yau lQrn**. 

'VtatFstical $ervice -- Abstract of Statistics No. 3 
29SQ''. 

Quarterly Dhwt of Statistics No, 26 June 1963". 

Hon. G, G. FERGLGSON: Mr. B p u e  @peaker, I am 
cornmmdsd to lay a Statement re the m & g ~ n t  of rnem- 
b r a  d the Caribbean Broadcasting CornratioRI The State- 
Il#af tarads as f0lbws:- 

Statement made ~ J V  the Iionourable V i n i s t e r  of Corn- 

e ~ a i c a t i o n s .  Aorks and f ious ing  regarding the u p p o ~ n t -  
merlt of member8 o f t h e  Caribbean Broadcasting Corpora- 
lion, 

"h pursuance of the provisions of the erribbean 
Broadcasting Csrporation Act, 1963, t b  Govarar-in- 

Executive Committee has been pleased to appoint the fol- 
lowbg persons to be members of tb Caribbean Broad- 
casting Corporation for a petiod of three (3) years with 
e&ct from 16th November, 1963:- 

Mr. R C. Springer, h4.A. (Chairman) 
Mr. E. L. Cozkr (Deputy Chairman) 
Mr. Jack T a r  
Mr. I. C. McC. St. Hill, B A ,  RLS. 
Mrs. *iel Sealy, B A  
Mr. CUfton White 
Colonel David Stirling, D.S.O., 0.m. 
Mr. A. H. Begg 
The Permanent Secretary, Minisoer of Education. 

The Chairman, Mr. R C. Sprfnger, who recently re- 
tired from the post of Government Statistician, attended 
Hsrrison College and was Barbados Scholar in 1929. He 
went on to Jesus Colkge, Oxford, where he took first class 
honours in Mathematics. He was for several years a teach- 
er - Assistant Master at Harrison Collage and Qusen's 
Royal C o l h p  in Trinidad and Headmaster of the Coleridge- 
Farry School. 

The muty ChairmaneMr. E. L. Cozier, was educated 
at the Boys* Foundation School, Lodge S c b l  and Warrison 
College. He has had a long career in Journalism. He has 
held the posts of Editor of "Barbados Advocate" a d  
Wormation officer with the Caribbean Commission. He is 
now Editor of tb "Daily News". 

Mr. Jack Teller has been resident in Barbados for the 
past twelve a2) years. He is an experience broadcaster. 

Mr. L C. M&. St, Hill, Public Librarian sincx 1959, 
was educated at Combermere School and was a teacher for 
about twenty (20) years at that school, Heholds the degree 
of Bachebr of Arts from London University and the degree 
of Bachelor of Library Science from Toronto. 

Mrs. Muriel Sealy who is now Senior Tutor at Erdiston 
Teachers' Training College was educated at Col- 
lege and the Universities of Oxford and London where she 
was awarded a RA. degree, the Teachers* Diploma and 
a Diploma in Education. She taught at St. Michael's Girls' 
School and Queen's CoUege before being appointed Woman 
Tutor at Erdiston College when that College was opened in 
1948. 

Mr. Clifton White is an accountant and a member of the 
Bridgetown City Council, He was educated at Combermere 
School and is now a member of its Governing Body as well 
as President of its old Boys' Association. 

Colonel David Stirling, Chairman of Television Inter- 
national Enterprises, served in the Commando Brigade of 
the Scots Guards i n  World War IS Between 1947 and 1959 
he l i d  in Rhodesia, South Africa and Kenya. He is Presi- 
dent of the Capricorn AfricanSociety, anorganisation whose 
aim is to promote racial harmony in  Africa. 



Mr. A. H. Begg is Chief Executiveof Overseas Opera- 
tions of Thornson Television International Limited. 

The other member of the Corporation is the Permanent 
Secretary, Ministry of Education (ex officio). The present 
holder of the post is Mr. Alfred Forde, who is an old 
Harrisonian, He taught at Bishop's High School in Tobago 
and Grenada Boys* Secondary School and entered the local 
Civil Service in 1957. He is a RA. of London Uniwrsity 
and one of the editors of the magazine "Bim". 

GOVERNMENT NOT ICES 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, there 
a re  no Government Notices except Oral Replies toParlia- 
mentary Questions. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Ibeg to 
give notice that Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 
67 asked by thehon. junior member for St. Joseph is ready. 

Also, Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 137 
asked by the hon. senior member for St.Thomas is ready. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' NOTICES 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 1 beg to give 
notice of the following Resolution:- 

BE IT RESOLVED that this House approve the State- 
ment made by the Honourable Premier on the 5th November, 
1963, relating to the additionalprofits accruingto the Sugar 
Industry in respect of the 1963 sugar crop. 
12.25 p.m 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have informed the members of 
the Government and the Leader of the Opposition that i t  is 
my intention to deal with this Resolution today, and I am 
asking that the Standing Orders relating to Private h48rribcrs 
Business and General Business be suspended in order that 
we would have the opportunity to deal with this matter. The 
Resolution is nothing new in itself because of the Statement 
which the Hon. Premier has made and which has been in 
hon. members' hands for the last two weeks; this Resolution 
is only now approving of that Statement in order to have a 
debate on it. This Resolution is not in itself the introduction 
of something which the House is not aware of; s o  I am 
asking at a later stage to deal with this matter as Order 
No. 1 under Private Members Wlsiness. 

QUESTION 

Mr. BATSON: To enquire of the Appropriate Minister: 

Will Government explore the possibility of placing a 
Mobile Clinic at the disposal of the people living in the 
rural  areas? 

2. W i l l  the Minister immediately set about negotiating 
for the said Mobile Clinic with a view to putting same in 
operation as from the coming crop season? 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 
NOS. 5, 14, 16 & 18 

W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Ibeg to 
mow the Suspensionof Standingorders Nos. 5.14, 16 18, 
for the remainder of the Day. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I beg to second that. 

Mr. SMITH: I am objecting to that. You will be  taking 
away the time of Private Members doing Private Members* 
Business. Am I right? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As far as I understand, this 
is purely for the House to decide. 

The question that Standing Orders Nos.  5, 1 4 ,  16 & 

18 be suspended for the remainder of today's Sitting was  
put and resolved in the affirmative, the House dividing 
as follows:- 

4YE.S: Mr. B 1TSOIJ1, Hon'bles. A.. 4 .  CRAWFORD, 

G. G .  FERGL:SSO,V, 4 .  DaC. EDPARDS, I .  C. TUDOR, 
Messrs. REEKKS, LOWE, YE.4RWOOD, WALCOTT. - 9. 

NOES: Messrs.  COWARD, HOLDER, SMITH, and 
SE.4L EY - 4. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: I beg to movethat Order No. 
4 be the First  Order of the Day. 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I beg to second that. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is that Order 
No. 4 be the First  Order of the Day. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORI): I beg your pardon, I should 
have said Order No. 6. 

I beg to move that Order No. 6 be the First  Order of 
the Day. 

.) 
Hon. J. C. TUDOR: I k g  to second that. 

The question was  put  and resolved in the affirmative 

without diz~ision. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day 
stands in the nameof the Ilon. Minister of Communications, 
Works and Housing: To move tk passing of the following 
Resolution: Resolution to approve the b a s e  by theGovern- 
or-in-Executive Committee: of a parcel of land in the Port  
Area, Bridgetown, containing by admeasurement 38,295 
square feet to the Barbados Fancy Molasses Company 
Limited. 

Hon. G. G. FERGWON: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this 
Resolution seeks to lease to the Barbados Fancy Molasses 
Company 38,295 square feet of land situated in the Port  
Area. This area of land is for the erection of a molasses 
tank so  as toexport molasses from the Lkep Water Harbour 
rather than from tanks which were situated along the inner 
basin of the Careenage. 
12.35 p.m 

It is proposed to lease this land of approximately 
38,295 square feet at a peppercorn rental of $5.00 per 
annurn for a period of 99 years with either party having 
the right to terminate the lease by giving 25 years* notice 
of his intention to do so. This b a s e  is similar to the lease 
which was granted to the Bulk Sugar Installation; they also 
have a lease for 99 years with a p e r i d  of 25 years* notice 
on either side of its intention to terminate the lease. Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, although it is a very small amount of 
money, namely $5.00 per annum, it must beborne in mind 
that the amount of money in revenue paid into the Port over 
the last five years for molasses would have been in the 
vicinity of $47,376. 

A rate is collected on molasses of $4.00 per ton 
just as it is collected from the Bulksugar Installation, and 
molasses is calculated at the rate of 290 wine gaUons to 
be the equivalent of one ton of sugar. In the year 1962, the 
amount of 3,021,879 wine g a b r s  of molasses or  10,420 -4 

tons of sugar were shipped from the Harbour; in 1963 the 
amount of 3,796,285 wine gallons of molasses equivalent 
to 12,745.8 tons of sugar were shipped from the Harbour. 
And, as I have already said, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the 
average over the years from 1958 until 1962 would have 
been in the vicinity of $47,376. I beg to move that this Reso- 
lution do now pass. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: I beg to second that. 

The question that this Resolution do now pass  was  
put and resolved in the affirmative without division. 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE 'THE BETTERMENT 
CHARGE (EAST COAST ROAD, BELLEPLAINE 

TO BATWHEBA) ORDER, 1963" 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Ibeg to 
mow that Order No. 3, standing in the n a m  of the Hon. 
Premier, be taken as the next Order of the Day. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDG: I beg to second that. -44 



The question that Order No. 3 be taken as  the next 

Order of the Day was put and resolved in the affinnative 
without division. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am 
asking leave to take charge of this Order. 

There being no objection, leave  was  granted the Hon. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
thrsfore stands in the nameofthefbn.Minister of Trade, 
Industry and Labour:- To move thepassingofthe following 
Resolution: - 

Resolution to approve the Order entitled 'The Better- 
ment Charge (East Coast Road, BeUeplaine to Bathsheba) 
Order, 1963". 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this 
Resolution seeks  the approval of the Order entitled 'The 
Betterment Charge (East Coast Road, Belleplaine to Bath- 
sheba) Order, 1963", made by the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee on 5th October, 1963, under the provisions of 
Section 12 of the Land Ikvelopment Duty Act, 1962. The 
Land Development Duty Act was passed inthis House quite 
recently, and under its provisions the Governmm has the 
power to declare any area as a special development area. 
According to the Addendum to this Resolution, on the 23rd 
April, 1963, in the House of Assembly, the Government 
announced its intention to commence construction of the 
portion of the East Coast Road running from Belleplaine, 
St. Andrew, to Bathsheba; the construction has since begun. 
As  stated in the Development Programme 1962-65, the cost 
of construction of theentire road i s  estimated at $2,500,000 
and it is proposed that in view of the substantial expendi- 
ture from public funds, the area of land influenced by this 
road should be declared to !X a special Development Area 
for the purpose of the Land Lkvelopment Duty Act, 1962. 

iir In view of the present h accessibilityof the land, it is 
considered that any increase in the value of the land as a 
result of construction of the road would be due almost 
wholly to the Government expenditure on the road, and it 
is considered fair and reasonable that the Ihvebpment 
Duty and Betterment Charge in the case of the proposed 
development area should be 5%. 

Accordingly, on October Sth, 1963 an Order was made 
by the Governor-in-Executive Committee under section l 2  
of the Land Development Duty Act, 1962, determining the 
rate of Betterment Charge, and in accordancewiththe pro- 
visions of sections 12 (3) of the Land Development Duty Act, 
1962, this Resolution seeks the  legislature*^ approvalof the 
Order. 

The position, Sir, is that, as hon. members are aware, 
this question of theconstructionoftheEastCoast Road was 
under consideration for some tie, it was under considera- 
tion for over 20 years. Naturally, Sir, the construction of 
the road will appreciate the value of the land through which 
it passes. SincetheGovernment is undertakingthe relative- 
ly high cost of the construction of this road, it is felt that 
the Land Development Duty Act should be effective in so far 
as this area is concerned. The Land Development Duty 
Act provides for the making of Orders; it provides for the 
declaration of any area as a special development area; it 
provides for the determination of percentw not exceeding 
67'0 charged for capital gains duty in any special devebp- 
ment, and it provides for adeterminationofthe percentage 
not exceed- a 50% charge for any special devebpmm 
area. It atso provides, of course, for the specification of 
the base date which shall not bemorethan one year before 
publication in the Official Gazette.  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I $ink hon. members w i l l  readily 
concede that the Government is mdatllking the eltpanses 
of this land. In other words, the Public Treasury is being 
called upon to pay the expenditure for the construction of 
this road and, therefore, there is no reason why tb Govern- 
ment should not atso share in the value of the land which 
will accrue to the o m r  or owners in consequence of the 

consuuctbn of tb road. The principle of this matter has 
already been settled. The rate of Betterment Charge has 
already been specified in the Act, and all that remains is for 
the Government to declare any specified area adevelopment 
area to be controlled under the provisions ofthe Act. This 
Resolution merely seeks to declare this area as a special 
development area in order that the Government may get its 
fair share of the increased value of the land or what is 
known as the Bttfernrent Chars. 
12.45 p.m. 

There can be no a r g m n t  against the actualprinciple 
of W e  matters because a l I  these matters have been re- 
solved long ago, and the Government feels justified in view 
of the expenditure involved - $21/2 million -- in devebp- 
ing the roads in this area to place the area under the pro- 
visions of the Land Devebpment Duty Act. 

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: I beg to second that. 

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative 
without division. 

THE SPECIAL DEVELOPhENT AREA (EAST 
COAST ROAD) (BEUEPLAINE TO 

BATHSHEBA) ORDER, 1963 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order No. 4 stands in the 
name of the Hon. Premier: to move thepassing of a Reso- 
lution to approve the Order entitled 'TheSpecialDevelop- 
ment Area (East Coast Road, Belleplaine to Bathsheba) 
Order, 1963". 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Lkputy Speaker, this next 
Order is to approve the Order declaring this area a special 
development area. The first one dealt withthe fixing of the 
betterment charge at the rate of 5Wo which the law allows, 
and thfs deals with the declaration of the area as a special 
development area: and as Isaid earlier, Sir, under the pro- 
visions of the Land Development Duty Act, provision has 
been made for the fixing of development charge, the 
declaration of this area as a special development area and 
deterrrifring the percentage to be charged in any special 
development area. This Resolution now seeks to declare 
the at& a specialdevelopment area, and the Addendum sets 
out more or Lss what thepreceding Addendum has stated - 
the reasons why in the Government's opinion the area should 
be so declared. 

I therefore beg to move that this Resolution do now 
pass. 

Hon. G. G. FERGWON: I beg to second that  

Mr. SMRH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, there is a certain 
part of that land at Cattlewash where there is a r o d  
already, and I should like to find out from the Minister if 
the declaration of this special development area will take 
in this part. I do not feel it would be fair to the owners 
there who are enjoying the road for Government to share 
in any part of that land. I should therefore like to find out 
from the Minister whether this area w i l l  come under the 
special development area. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: First and foremost, Sir, you 
can only coUect a betterment charge in case the value of 
the land is appl'eciated. Secondly, the hon. member says 
there is a road there now, but to where does this road lead? 
If he means the road beyond Edgewater Hotel, that road 
is a cul-de-sac. You can enter it.,,. 

Mr. SMEH: On a point of order, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
I do not mean the Edgewaser Road. I said the CanLewash 
Road which is below Edgewater. There is a certain part 
where there are bay houses and you can drive along that 
road. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: That is exactly what I am 
talking about. The road going to Edgewater and the road to 
Cattkwash sw both culs-de-sac. You can M from the 



Bathsheba side to a certain point, and then you can proceed 
no further at all. The East Coast Road will provide access 
beyond the point, and you can enter it from either side. So 
far as I know about the area, you can enter from the road 
leading down at the bottom from Edgewater or the road at 
the top of Cattlewash; but after you come to tbe point wbre 
there are no houses, you have to stop, reverse and come 
back out; so the hon. member must appreciatethe fact that 
what we are doing is to provide a through road from Bath- 
sheba and Cattlewash right on to Belleplaine. The precise 
area which we are seeking to declare under the provisions 
of this Resolution as a special development area begins 
from a point midstream in Joes River w h e r e  the railway 
crossed to a point 300 yards away...,. there is no point 
in giving the hon. member this information unks he had a 
map, because he would not be able to follow it; but I do 
think...... 

Mr. SMETH: On a point of order, I only want to let the 
Minister know that I was born and bred in  St. Jaseph aid I 
know up there. I would not want a map; he would want a 
map. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: I would say, Sir, that every- 
body else would want a map except the hon. junior rnember 
for St. Joseph, because the fact that he was born there 
would not entitle him or any other human being in the world 
to be able to picture in his mind's eye what is a point 300 
yards parallel to another point unless he had a map. The 
road goes along a point midstream in Joes Riwr to a 
point 300 yards to the centre line in highway 3 to Cattle- 
wash You could not picture it in  your mind's eye unless 
you had a map to follow it, and that is why I felt that to read 
out this geographical information to hon. members would 
convey nothing unless they had a map. The road he is 
talking about is not a through road at all, I know the road 
quite well; I w a s  there about two or three weeks ago and I 
bathed at the extreme point where there are no houses. 
Beyond the houses there is no road to travel by vehicle, 
so that the East Coast Road willprovide access and egress 
on both sides, and I am sure thehon. member must appre- 
ciate that. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Wuty Speaker, I would not ltke 
to keep back this, but Iwould like to say that if the Govern- 
ment did not do this, some one would come along and say 
that because the Party to which the hon. member belongs 
condemned the very thought that the East Coast Road could 
have been built, it was  not attempted.lf the hon. mmber's 
Party was in power, he would not be asking about the de- 
development of Cattlewash, but it is the biggest piece of 
hypocrisy that I have come across that when something 
is being done, there is al l  this talk, because they said they 
were not going to do it and the whole bug bear was  that 
Josh Haynes and somebody else would become richer. 
12.55 pm. 

Now that the Government has dom it inthe face of the 
stupid opposition by the hone member's Party, instead of 
his shouting "Hallelujah," because they are giving the peo- 
ple in St. Joseph something, he is opposing it in the same 
way they opposed the Deep Water Harbour when they were 
p r e s s u r i d  to build it at a cost of $30 million and they 
would want to wait another 25 years to build the East Coast 
Road. They have this subtle idea of trying to dig holes in 
something. The hon. member has said that you are going on 
with the W i n g  of this road and he wants to ow what is 
a "cul-de-sac". There are people who'do b" t understand 
ordinary,English terms. A "cul-de-sac" is when you reach 
the dead end of a road. It means that you have come to the 
end of a road. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I rise on a point of 
order. The hon. member said that Iwanted to know what is 
a "cul-de-sac" 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Oh no1 My interpretation 
is that the hon. senior rnemker for St. Peter said that the 
km. member does not understand what is a "culde-sac". 

M. WALCOTT: I heard the conwrsation which was 
going on between the hon. junior member for St.. Joseph 
and the hon. member who is next to him. A culde-sac 

means that you come to the end of an entrance and there 
is no further for you to go, and you have to turn around and 
come back. 

The hon. member explained the reason why land around 
there would cost more. U you haw two entrances to your 
house, it must cost more. If any member of the House 
bought a piece of land and that land had only one entrance, 
he would not get the same price for it as if it had two 
entrances. The Government has taken all these things 
into consideration. If you are going to get added benefits 
from this land the, now that the Government is building 
that road, what more do you want than that? 

Mr. SEALEY: Mr. Deputy S W e r ,  I am not criticising 
this Resolution at all, because I feel if the wisdom of this 
Government had been taken into account ten years ago, the 
Progressive Bank would have been living today. Ifthe step 
which has been taken today had been taken ten years ago, 
the Progressive Bank and the people who belong to that 
B& or were operating that Bank would have ken better 
off u w e l l  as the economy of the Island. 

Mr. COWARD: Mr. Ikputy Speaker, as one of the re- 
presentatives of the people of St. Joseph, I have great 
pleasure in supporting this Resolution. It was for some 
time that the East Coast Road was talked about and notliing 
was do& I rememkr hearing that if this East Coast Road 
were built, it wouti have beenonly aluxury, and only a iaelp 
to the rich people; but I fail to see how any road in this 
Island can be a luxury. I feel that the East Coast Road is a 
necessity. AU along theEast Coast where that road is being 
built, you have quite a lot of land which is lying waste, and 
that land is only lying waste because there is no proper 
road. 

There is growing need in this Island for W i n g  sites, 
and I am sure that the construction of this road will he& 
to solve much of the unemployment in this Island today. 
Not only would you find hotels being built in this area, but 
residences; and, in the first place, you w i l l  get artisans 
getting work to do and, and in the second place, &ere would 
be a lot of domestics who would benefit from this cause. 

For that reason, I strongly support this Res.~lution and 
I feel that with regard to the people who would now have to 
pay a little more taxes as a result of the development of 
this road, it would be better that they pay tax for something 
rather than pay tax for nothing. Bythedevebprnent of this 
area, their properties would automatically go up and be 
worth something,. 

Mr. CORE3IN: Sir, this Resolution as it stands before 
us is very necessary because for the longest time - from 
the tim I was a boy -peoplewere thinking of building this 
East Coast Road. I remember that from the tiim the rail- 
way ceased to operate, there was a portion of money - I 
think it was f 60,000 which theConservatives granted to do 
something about this road; and up to today, I do not know 
where that money has gone. For a long time, the people in 
this area and all over the area were asking for this road. 
They asked the E3arbados Labour Party Government when 
they were in power, and members of that Party did not 
think it fit to build this road. T k y  said that it will be a 
luxury road. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, there can be no better road than 
a hucury road. This r o d ,  however would not b what I would 
call a luxury road, because in that area there are thou- 
sands of acres of land lying waste and it is uncultivated for 
the reason that the road is not constructed. Thousands of 
people who walk up and down that road have listened to 
people and foreigners who have visited there and said that 
it is one of the best sceneries in the Islpnd, but there was 
no r o d  m it. If you do not have a road, the land there cm 
haw goki but its value will be very little. Where a road is 
situarul, the land is v a b d  more. 

I remember the late Mr. ''Josh" Hoynes said thnr hc 
would give over tbe land which he had there to tk Gwern- 
m t  if t h y  built a road. He said that if you W a road 
t h e n  it wukl increase the value of rhe land, and he taLl * 



them to take the increased value and only pay him what thr: 
value of the land was at the time. With all that, that land 
remained lying dormant until this Government came into 
power, and this Governmcnt promised thc peop& that they 
w i l l  construct the East Coast Road for the benefit of the 
community as a whole. 

Sir, when we see that road built from BeWlaine to 
Bathsheba, I am sure that no man would speak against it. 
I know that it is going to be a boon to this Island. I am cer- 
tainthat foreigners w i l l  come in and build houses there a s  
well as the people of Barbados. Carpenters, masons, black- 
smiths, painters, domestic servants and al l  kinds of cate- 
gories of workers will be employed whenthat road is com- 
pleted. I think it is a remarkable and sensible job which 
the Government has undertaken: it is a very good step which 
this Government has taken. 
1.05 p.m. 

I would not criticise anybody. I amsurethat when this 
road is completed, whoever owns land around the area of 
the East Coast Road will nothardenhis heart, but will give 
5No of the Betterment Charge ortheincreased value of the 
land in consequence of the construction of this road. U the 
land is wort~$1,000 an acre before the road is constructed, 
aild it is worth one thousand five hundred dollars when the 
road has been constructed by the Government, then the 
Government will take $200.00 out of the extra $500.00 be- 
cause, at the present time, the owner is not getting either 
$2.00 or $5.00 out of the land. If this road is constructed 
from Belkplaine to Bathsheba, then that will be a benefit 
to the parish of St. Andrew and to the island as a whole. 
It would be one of the best things which the Government 
could have done. There are people who say that nobody 
knows the people of St. Andrew because they are living 
behind the devil's back; but when this road is constructed 
back and the place is illuminated at night, it w i l l  look like 
a city behind the mountains, and it willbe a great consola- 
tion to the inhabitants of the island. Moreover it will 
strengthen the economy of the island. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, when a gentleman leaves Bridge- 
town to go to Batl~heba, whenhegets to Balhgplaine and he 
sees Bathsheba and Windy liill, he has to go al l  around in 
order to get to Bathsheba; but he would not mind spending 
a little nwney in buying some more gasobne in order to go 
around the island. hlr. Deputy Speaker, Ihave much pleasure 
in supporting a Resolution of this sort, snd I am sorry that 
this road was not constructed many years ago, 

Ilon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. DeputySpeaker, Idid not 
intend to delve into the old history of this road because l 
think every hon. member of this House would appreciate 
the significance of this road and what the Governwnt is 
trying to do. Ibwever, there have beena few misstatements 
made during the course of the debate - misstatements which 
I would like to correct, and I would also like to endorse 
many of the things which have been said. To begin with, Sir, 
the hon. senior member for St. Joseph said that the people 
would not mind paying a little more taxation when the Gov- 
ernment was trying to get this road constructed down there. 
I hope that the hon. n~ember does not mean that this matter 
represents any additional taxation on the public in any part 
of this island for this particular road.The cost of this road 
is coming from the Public Treasury, and therefore we Illl 
have to contribute to the cost of the road in a general way. 
This Resolution does not impose any taxation by this Gov- 
ernment on anybody in respect of this road; this Resolution 
ensures that the Government shares in the value of lmd 
which has appreciated because of the construction of the 
road. I do not want anybodytofeelthat any special taxation 
is bins imposed so a s  to get this road constructed. 

Ththon. senior member for St. Andrew has referred to 
the fact that the late Mr. 'Josh' Haynes, a former member 
of this muse, had pledged to the Gowrnrnent the entire 
accretion in value of his land in the area if the road was 
constructed. That is quite right. In the 1940's when I was 
pressing for the construction of this road, the then W e r  
of the Party of the hob  junior member for St. Joseph, 
Sir Grantley Adams, not only r e f d  to havethis rood con- 
structed, but said on the fbor  of this H o w  that he would 

_p 
not do it because it would mean more value to the land. It 

was tben that Mr. 'Josh' Haynes immdiately got up on the 
floor of the House and said: "Do mt  mind me; this road 
will mean a lot to the people of this island; you can have 
every cent of the increased value of my land if you will do 
this road." Although Mr. Adams was told so, he s t i l l  re- 
fused to have this road constructed. Even now he is still 
opposing the Resolution of this Government to construct this 
road. He is going a l l  over theplace and saying that we are 
wasting money in constructing this road. 

Mr. Speaker, the British Government offered us the 
sum of £80,000 under Colonial Development and Welfare 
Schemes for the construction of this road. As a matter of 
fact, in 1944, Sir CRorgeSeelcametothis island on a short 
visit and the then Governor, Sir Hilary Blood, knowing my 
interest in having this road constructed, asked me to take 
him from Thickets to Bathsheba and show him what it was 
proposed to do. I took Sir George See1 down there one after - 
noon, and on his return to the Colonial Office he strongly 
recommended that this road beconstructed andthegrant of 
£80,000 was offered us  for the construction of this road. 
As a matter of fact, the hon. junior member for St. Joseph 
was, as far as I remember a member of the Vestry of St. 
Joseph and the St. Andrew Vestry recommended tothe Gov- 
ernment that they would supply the equipment. (ASIDE S) I 
am sure that the hon. member was a member of the Vestry 
of St. Joseph then because that was  sometime in 1946. He 
knew that his Vestry had passed a Resolution along with 
the Vestry of St. Andrew calling on the Government. 
(ASIDES). 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am hearing too many voices. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD. As Iwas saying, Sir, the hon. 
member knew that his Vestry said that they would find the 
equipment and everything for the construction of the road 
passing through their parish and the Government refused 
to touch it. Mr. DeputySpeaker, Ihavesent for the Resolu- 
tion in order to confirm the Statement made by the hon. 
senior member for St. Andrew. There are many acres of 
land lying waste down there becausepeoplecannot get their 
canes out of that area. The railway was closed down on the 
condition that they construct a road from St. Philip to 
Belleplaine. 
1.15 p.m. 

As a matter of fact, there was a lot of opposition to the 
closing down of the railway. Some ofthegreatest speeches 
made on the floor ~f this House were made on the railway - 
that is before my time- by the late Mr. Elder and others; 
but the Committee only got away with the recommendation 
because it insisted that as an indispensable condition to 
closing down the railway you must construct your road to 
enable the peasants and farmers to cultivate their land and 
get their food crops and canes out.The cbsing down of the 
railway and the refusal of the Labour Party to build the road 
meant that every single piece of cultivable land had to re- 
main fallow, could not be cultivated at all; people lost their 
income from theland whichcould not be cultivated, workers 
lost labour; and the Island lost the income that would have 
resulted from the sale of sugar and other crops producgd 
down there. As a matter of fact, I estimated once that 
there were 220 people put out of work who would have been 
working cultivating this land in the area, and the value of 
the sugar and food crops which the country lost was also 
estimated in the Resolution which I tabled here in 1946 or  
thereabouts, and I am trying toget acopy of it. But it is to 
the eternal shame of the Barbados Labour Parry that they 
allowed this land and this entire area to remain like a wil- 
derness, completely undeveloped, when the road could have 
been constructed without a single cent in cost to the tax- 
payers of this country. A completely free grant of £80,000 
from CB. & W. was ignored completely. (Shame! )Now, Sir, 
with the increased cost of material and increased cost of 
labour and what not, we have got to find $2 1/2 million out 
of the Public Treasury to do something which should have 
been done 16 years ago and would have cost us nothing at 
all. (Shame!) I said nothing about the background because 
I felt that even he would have been ashamed to talk, and I 
had hoped to get the Resolution through in ten minutes, but 
he gets up and gives us allsortsof unnecessary obstacles. 
He probably still feels as the leader of his Party still does, 
that the Government is completely wrong to build this road. 



They are still living in the 18'70% when a donkey cart or 
horse and buggy could traverse anywhere ud wbsnpcople 
did not want a bus to get out bscause they coukl walk or 
ride a mu3e. I do feel that ttm records should b perfody 
clear. A s  the hon. senior member for St. Andrew has said, 
no action or wryfew act ionsoftbepnsentGomcaa 
surpass in importance and significana to the country the 
action of constructing this road. It means a lot to the econ- 
omy of the country to put back land into cultivation which 
was out of cultivation for 20 years, employ more people, 
and open up lad  which is mmpbtmly unrievebpcd for &M- 
opment which is bound to result in the construction of mw 
housts, nau h t e b  and new nsort areas in that area, be- 
cause that area is one of the finest in tk Island. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I once took a lady then who has 
spent all her childhood days in Russia. Hcr father used to 
be the Chinese Ambassador to Moscow &er Sun Yat Sen 
before the Bolsheviks took over in Russia, and she told me 
she had never seen any part of the world which resemhles 
the Black Sea coast of Russia as that area does, and every- 
body knows that the Black Sea mast of Russia is one of the 
finest resort areas in Europe. Tbe diplomats used to lea= 
Mosww and go down to the Black Sea Coast. As the hon. 
senior member for St. Andrew has said, in the not distant 
future that area is going to be orre of the most luxurious 
areas in the entire island. It is the healthjest part of the 
Island. There is no land at allbetween Bathsheba and Dakar 
so that you get pure owne coming from the Atlantic which 
you do not get any other part of the Island, and you w i l l  find, 
with a proper road running through there, that land values 
are bound to appreciate, Government w i l l  get some money 
out of these appreciative values, the construction and de- 
velopment of the area will begin, and theentire Lsland will 
benefit enormously from the construction of this road. 

Mr . Deputy Speaker, I am at a loss to see how anybody 
in his right mind can get up in the year 1963 and oppose 
the consvuction of this road in Barbados. The fact that they 
do indicates that they have lost a l l  or any rationality tbey 
had before and they are all fitfor the Lunatic Asylum. I do 
not think Sir, that I need say anything more on this Resolu- 
tion except that the peasants themselves and the workers 
in the area ought to welcome this opportunity again to start 
cultivating the thousands of acres lying down there fallow, 
and producing some more food and revenue for the Island. 

The question ha t  this Resolution do now pass uns 

put and resolved in the a f j h a t i  we without division. 

THE DEVELOPMENT DUTY (CAPITAL GAINS) 
(EAST COAST ROAD, BELLEPLAINE TO 

BATSHEBA) ORDER, 1963. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order No. 5 stands in the 
name of the Hon. Premier: to movethepassing of a Reso- 
lution to approve the Order entitled 'The Development 
Duty (Capital Gains) (East Coast Road, Belteplaine to Bath- 
sheba) Order, 1963." 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, ttre third 
Resolution in this category is a Resolution again entitled 
'The Ikvelopment Duty (Capital Gains) (East Coast Road, 
Belleplaine to Bathsheba) Order, 1963," and this one seeks 
to impose the full betterment charge of 5@ on this pro- 
posed development area. The background, the principle 
and the reasons therefor are the same as in the case 
of the p r e d h g  two R ~ S O ~ D S ,  and without W funhcr 
ado, I beg to mow that this Resolution do now pass. 

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr.Deputy Speaker, Idid not have the 
opportunity of speaking on the first Rembnion, but I could 
not allow this to pass without adding my contribution, be- 
cause the hon. senior member for St. Andrew made a spsech 
which possibly I would have made relative to a mmber 
of my Party and what my Partydid in thc House during the 
period when we were presshg for the devebpment of tb 
East Coast Road. The Hon. leader ofthe House wltl agree 
that it was one d the planks of our platform thbn, md I do 

not think he would deny us the fact that it was a hardy an- 
nual wi th  Mr. Josh H a m s  who was the member of our 
Party who brought it forward, and as a result what the hon. 
senior mornber for St. Ardrew has said, to the effect that 
tk Government expnssed the view through the then Pm- 
micr that they would not be prepared to do it because it 
would only enhance the value of one man *S land and I.le would 
have ban gming rich out of it, is M absolute fau, I W 
it is a great tribute topay to an outstanding Barbadian w b  
made it quite clear that althollgh he was a nember of a 
Conservative Party, he was prepared to give up every c a t  
from the increased value of this land, and not what the hon, 
member is asking for in this Resolution, This Conservathe 
owned the greatest stretch of land inthat area, and said to 
Government that if his land was worth six cetlts per foot 
and he could 30 cents afoot according to Government's 
development plan, he would albw themto taketb 24 cents 
a foot, I can give you that in Nick and white. 
1.25 p.m 6 

That was the submission rnadeon the floor of the House, 
not once, twice, three or four times, but many times. What 
the hon. member has said about the development of land is 
quitetrue. He was absolutely correct in saying that one of 
the promises made on the cbsing down of the railway was 
that they should build a road thereknown a s  the East G a s t  
Road and coming from BoswbeUe so as to allow peasant 
proprietors tk opportunity of bringing out their canes, 
vegetahks and produce from down there without having to 
carry themoverthehills.Thoseof us with some experience 
of tkat tirne can remember that in those days powerdriven 
vehicles were not even powerful enough to get their canes 
over the hills and tbey had to use cattledrawn vehicles. 
This idea of building the East Coast Road was one which my 
Party always agreed to. You wi l l  see, Sir, that there are 
things which the Socialists and Conservatives can come 
together on and there are also things which we must part 
friendship on. W e  were always at one with the Socialists 
on this question of the development of the East Coast Road. 

Sir, all this Government is taking as a Betterment m 
Chars is 5@ and I see nothing wrong with it. I am one of 
the oldest real estate writs inthis Lsland, and I would say 
that if this land is worth three, four or five cents per 
square foot, now, after this place is being developed, it will 
worth 50 or 60 cents per square foot. I can forsee what the 
hon. senior member for St. Andrew said and it is quite trw 
Fk said that you could draw a straight line from there to 
Dakar which had people so frightened during the last W a r  
when Rornrnel was advancing in Africa. What would have 
happened if Dakar had been taken, nobody knows. A s  the 
hon. member said, Dakar is 3,000 miles off Barbados and 
then there is another 1,800or 1.600 mFles as the crow flies 
to the United States. You could very wellsee that the posi- 
tion would not have been quite so good for this Island, 

Sir, I ham much pleasure in supporting this Resolution. 
I may have stressed that at one tirne it was coming from 
this Party that we give up allthe development c h a r m  that 
w i l l  accrue from this for the good of Barbados, It is just 
like this. If Mr. X has so many acres of land but it has m 
sahable value because it has no water,li&tor road, if the 
Government steps in and puts inthese things, then the Go\r 
ernment should benefit from that. It has beenbackd up by 
the Hon. Leader of the House as  atruthful statement that a 
man of the background of the rpte Mr. "Josh*' H a m  was 
willing to say to the last Go- "I tbink you am rnak- 

a mistake by not dsvcbping this bit of land brc.** The 
hon. member has brought to light that all that time we were 
talking and the Government did nothing. In those days, there 
was something like 39,000 people unemployed and we had 
reached a stage where peopk in St. LW had began to pick 
potato slips and eat them. At that time, we were impbring 
the Government to find work for the peopk by d e v e b p h  
the East Coast Road, and an that Government was saying 
was: "No, do not devebp it.** 

The hen, member has fad p a w  to the efact that 
£80,000 were offered to develop it. IcanharcUy kdkw tk 
hon. member. He sald that £80,000 was oeQrrcl by the 
British Government, not as a ban, but a s  a gift to dtvebp 
this road, and abng with that, th owmr of ttm fprgest 



strip of the land there had said to the then Government 
that it could take all the Betterment Charge. The Govern- 
ment had a right under the Public Health Act to say that 
they v a l d  it at so much per square foot, and the late Mr. 
"Josh" Haynes in his wisdom, generosity and interest in 
Barbados said to the Government at that time: "I have 
people out of work and they are willing to work when the 
crop is over in the building of that road; therefore, let us 
develop that road." 

Now, the Hon. Leader of the House said that that sum 
of E80,000 was refused. The only way I can describe that 
as, is "scandalously criminal" There is no parliamentary 
way to describe it other than that. Nobody would refuse 
f 80,000 to spend on a venture like this. I say this to the 
present Government. There are some of us - and when I 
say that, I include myself -no matmr what you do, you will  
not stop money coming our way. It just would come. There 
are some other people. that no matter what they do, money 
would not come their way. 

Sir, I support this Resolution and I support it because 
I feel the Government is entitled to a Betterment Charge. 
That means that if you develop this land and you had set 
the value of the land at, let us say, four cents a foot, what- 
ever more you got for it, half of that would go to the Gov- 
ernment. It means that the original value and the other half 
of what it would bring w i l I  go to the owner. I think this is 
very generous. I would newx say that I would not support 
the Government in a case like this. I w i l l  not support the 
Government in all cases if they took 50%; but in this case, 
when the Government is only taking half, it is very lenient 
There are some people who feel that some people should 
not have money. However, we have lived to see that this is 
passed and those same people who dined and wined with 
them have cursed them. 1 speak e z  cathedra. 
1.35 P.m 

The same people who got in here and cursed them be- 
cause they made money and becausethey had money, dined 
and wined with them. I speak e z  cathedra; I speak with au- 
thority on this matter. I know whereof I speak. I do mt 
consider myself great, but Alexander said that somepeople 
or rather every man had his price. The price of some 
m p b  is p o m ;  the price of other peopb is social arnbi- 
don. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Ihave nothing more to say on this 
matter; it may be that you willlivelong enough to see that 
what I have said in this House is true. 

The question that this Resolution do now p a s s  ujas 

put and re so lved  in the affirmative without division. 

LAW REFORM (MLSCELLANEOLG 
PROVISIONS) BILL 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to mow 
that Order No. 1 be taken as the next Order of the day. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: I beg to second that. 

The question was  put and resolved in the a ffirma- 

t i ve  without di us ion .  

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day 
stands in the name of the Hon.Minister of Trade, Industry 
and Labour: - To move the Second reading of a Bill to amend 
the law as to the effect of death III relation to causes of 
action and with respect to the assessment of damages under 
the Fatal Accidents Act and to abolishthe defence of com- 
mon employment; and for purposes incidental to and con- 
nected with tbe foregoing. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, this Bill is a 
sort of c o r n p a n  piece of legislation to the Workmen's 
Compensation Bill which we passed last week. The Gov- 
ermnent likes to regard these two Bills as indicating thtLr 
profound interest in tbe workers of this country and as 
symptomatic of the Governrry?nt*s policy that humanlife is 
mt acheap commodity. The Government feels that if it does 

I- 

nothing more than elevate the appreciation of the value of 
the life of a worker to a proper level, it has achieved the 
purpose which it has set out to achieve when it was elected 
to office in this country. W e  feel that, in spite of the 
attracthe items in our programme, in spite of the innova- 
tions which we are trying to make and in spite of the far- 
reaching nature of the aspects of our policy, these two 
BUS, the Bill which we passed last week, namely, the 
Workmen's Compensation Bill and the Bill which is now 
before this House -- w i l l  serve for all time to mark the 
coming into office of this Party and will serve for a l l  time 
todemonstrate to the workers of this country our unceas- 
ingdeterrnination to contribute what is needed to the cause 
of the improvement of the conditions of these workers. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, there are three main provisions 
which this Bill seeks to enact. Inthe first place it seeks to 
abolish the doctrine of common employment; secondly, it 
seeks to bring our Fatal Accidents Act of 1883 in line with 
the British Legislation as it is today. As a matter of fact, 
our Act is almost 80 years old; and in the third place this 
Bill seeks to abolish the doctrine of actio p ersonnlis mo r- 
i tum cum persona in order to ensure that the dependants of 
the worker are not deprived of any benefits to which they 
were entitled because the person involved or because t l ~  
persons involved in the action brought by aperson or per- 
sons against his or their employer in respect of injury had 
died. In so far as the doctrine of common enlpluynlent is 
concerned, it has been pointed out that this doctrine has 
survived in Barbados in the Law of blaster and Servant 
as a defence to an action brouefit by a person against his 
employer in respect of injury sustained inthe course of his 
employment. The doctrine may be expressed as follows:- 

If the person occasioning and the person suffering an 
injury are fellow servants engaged in comnlonemploynlent 
for and under the same master, the master, where he has 
taken reasonable care to select proper and competent ser- 
vants, is d t  liable for the consequences of the injury. This 
doctrine is considered to be irrational, The anomalies 
associated therewith have long been recognised and among 
the places in which the doctrine has been abolished may be 
mentioned England, Northern Ireland and Jamaica. Clause 
5 of the Bill seeks to make such provision as is necessary 
to abolish this doctrine of common employment. 

It is also proposed that the Employers Liability Act, 
1896 should be repealed. The original purpose of this Act 
was to mitigate the rigour of the doctrine of common em- 
ployment. 

Clauses 3 and 4 of the Bill wi l l  bring our Fatal Acci- 
dents legislation in line with the United Kingdom legislation. 
Clause 2 which is perhaps the most important Clause in the 
whoh Bill, makes provision for the abolitionof the doctrine 
that a personal Pction dies when theparties to the cause of 
the action die. In this RUl this doctrine w i l l  no longer apply. 
Provision is sought to be made in this Bill whereby it w i l l  
be a m a . 1  rule that on the deathof any person in the fu- 
ture, srll causes of action subsisting against or vested in him 
will still survive for the benefit of or, as  the case may be, 
tothedetrimntof his estate. If the person dies, the cause 
of action wLU still survive for tbe benefit of h s  estate. In 
other words, if a worker gets injured at a factory and legal 
proceedings have been commenced in respect of the com- 
snsationto whichbe is entitled and he dies in the interim, 
under the prevailing doctrine of 'ac t io  person alis  rno ri turn 
c m  p m o n a  l' the legal proceedings died with the death of 
that person. In other words, when the person dies his es- 
tate or his dependants would not have any right further to 
continue the litigation. The cause of action dies, and there- 
fore the benefits which might have accrued to the dependants 
if the person who dies had won the action, would no longer 
accrue to those dependants because there is no legal right 
for the continuance of the action after the party who insti- 
tuted the legal proceedings has died. 
1.45 pm. 

This Government feels that this is the sort of outmoded 
policy which has no right on the Statute Book of this colony. 



The fact that an injured worker is dead should not prejudice 
his dependants against obtaining the benefits to which he 
was  eritirkcl under the Workman's Compensation Order, and 
therefore, Sir, the Bill will abolish this doctrine. There are 
a few exceptions to which the revised legislation w i l l  not 
apply. There would be no survival of causes of action for 
defamation or seduction or  for inducing one spouse to kave 
or remain apart from the other, or to claims in matters of 
divorce for damages on the grounds of adultery. It is clear 
that different considerations may apply to cases in which 
the executor or administrator is plaintiff from those which 
apply to cases in which he is the defendant; and Clause 2 
of the 5Il recognises this fact. Those are the three main 
provisions of the Bill, Sir, the continuance of an action if 
a person dies during the hearing of such action; bringing 
the Fatal Accidents Act of 1883 in fie with the IJnited King- 
dom legislation and the Master and Servant Act. 

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time. 

Hon. G. G. FERGLSSON: I beg to second that. 

Mr. WALCOTT: h4r. Deputy Speaker, Iwillnotbe long 
onthis, because those of us who have to do with industrial 
law and industrial legislation would not have to make a long 
comment on this. The only thing that surprises me is that 
when a Government introduced something that is acceptable 
after many years of hammering - and I was very pleased 
to hear the hon. member make that speech - even they do 
not seem to understand what is current today. Do you think 
this Fatal Accidents Bill is anything new'! We have been 
pressing for this years ago. Do you know how long this was 
going on in England? Do you think this was soixething passed 
in 1962? When a person dies in an accident, we still have 
some bogus things abu t  here when they are Coroners' 
inquiries and people believe that some of them are closed 
circuits. I know of a case where a man got locked up in a 
triple boiler and was killed atspring HallFactory. To what 
extent could the owner have been sued? One does not know 
how the man could have been locked up and boiled, as if you 
are boiling syrup; but because you aredealingwith a com- 
munity with fright, you do not getpeople bringing damages 
when Workmen's Cornpcnsation shouLl have been paid. This 
is something to which any Trade LJnion wonld agree because 
it is progressive. I do not want to go over everything that 
has been said, but what I am surprised about is that you 
talk about the United Kingdom, and then there are things 
done in the United Kingdom that cannot be applied here. 
This has been done in the lhited Kingdom for a long time, 
and I am glad to see it is being abolished. I would like to 
see, coming abng with this, legislation to protect people 
at work. Nobody can say that we cannot pass a law making 
it obligatory on any employer who dismisses an employee 
and cannot show good cause for dismissal, for the person 
concerned to be compensated for tlte loss of employment. 
That in itself uis-a-vis aninjury is as much as an injury to 
the continuance of a person's living and standard of liveli- 
hood as a fatal accident is to the cutting off of one's life, 
and I hope it would not be difficult to pass a law giving 
human beings in this Island and workers that protection. 

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I w i l l  begin by 
saying that 1 am entirely in favour of the principle of this 
almost new comprehensive Bill, It certainly has certain 
new features and I am positively certainthat almost every 
member of the kbuse will welcome the inclusion of this Bill 
on the Statute Book. However, I have made certain sketchy 
observations regarding the aims and objects, and I think 
that these observations more or less concern new features 
in an Act of this sort. 

As hon. members know, we already have on tbe Statute 
Book the Workmen's Compensation Act which has been wing 
on for a long time, and of course it has certain deficiencies. 
This new Bill seeks to include, as persons who are eligible 
for compensation, domestic servants. There is one feature 
about the administration of that that strikes me. as needing 
a little explanation on my part, and that is in relation to the 
sort of incident when a domestic servant may become in- 
volved in a traffic accident and of course is able to claim 
compensation from the employer. At the same time, every- 
body knows that in Barbados ewry vehicle that runs on the 

road is supposed to be licensed and insured against Third 
Party damage. I am wondering if thedomestic servant who 
is injured under this will  benefit from Workmen's Cornpen- 
sation or Third Party insurance. I see that the employer 
of the domestic servant is always liable, and I am wonder- 
ing now what is going to be the true position. Already that is 
covered by Third Party Insurance by theowner of the vehi- 
cle who gets invloved in an accident with that worker, and 
yet the employer of thatworker is alsoliable under the law 
as far as this Bill is concerned when it becomes an Act 
and must insure against such compensation. 

There is another new feature in this Bill and that deals 
with the Labour Department. Isee under certainprovisions 
of this Bill that the Labour Department would be competent 
to inquire as to whether these insurance companies are 
operating legitimately as far as Workmen's Compensation 
is concerned. One thing I must say here is that I have known 
the working of the Labour Department. The Labour Degart- 
ment is presently in charge of the administration of the 
Shops Act and similar Acts and I know there have been many 
lapses. 
1.55 PJG 

Those of the Trade Union Movement also know about 
these lapses, but we have never seen a prosecution brought. 
If that is just going to be put on the Statute Book and this 
class is going to be included and nothing else is going to 
happen, that is not good enough. Justto say that the Labour 
Department is going to make inspection, while that is very 
good to have it included, as to the actual working of this, 
it is not very hopeful that anything much w i l l  be done. 

I am speaking very candidly. I had something to do with 
the administration of the Shops Act. It is also good to see 
that certain workers who formerly because they came into 
a certain wages bracket were excluded under the old Act 
are now included. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I rise on a point 
of order. I think the hon. member is completely off beat m 
with the Fatal Accidents Bill. What the hon. member is 
speaking on has been passed by the House. 

Mr. HISBANDS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I apologise for 
taking up your time. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I, myself, was giving just a 
little latitude to the hon. member because Ithought when the 
Bill was discksed that he had no opportunity of speaking 
on it. 

Mr. HLBBANDS: Sir, I really thought I was speaking on 
the Workmen's Compensation Act. However, Sir, I do not 
think I have much to say on this Fatal Accidents Bill, more 
than to point out that I thinkit was long overdue. However, 
it does have something to do in connection with Workmen's 
Compensation. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Sir, I w i l l  not allow this opportunity 
to pass without saying something on this matter. You need 
not be a Trade Unionist; you need only to be a man in public 
life to come in contact daily, as l have been, with bread- 
winners of families to know that when such bread-wfnners 
are taken off by fatal accidents, their families are left 
to the mercies of the present legislation whichis so limi- 
ted. What has the hon. member for St.Peter said? This is 
still in itself new to Barbados, but it is nothing new to the 
legislation of human beings. Alife is a life; therefore, when 
a life is taken away by fatalaccidents in respect of persons 
who are breadwinners of families, it is sometimes very 
disgraceful when you have some very wealthy companies 
and businesses operating outside of this Island and which 
can afford to give some aid tothatfarnily, but just because 
of the legislation .which we have on the Statute Book, they do 
not give anything at an. 

Sir, this Fatal Accidents Act is longoverdue. What the 
bn, member has said has been drawn to my attention by 
many Legal luminaries. Tbey have told me that a cause of 
action actually dies with the person's death; therefore, this 
Billmakes it possiblethat the family of the bereaved person 
w i l l  be able to carry on the action. B! 



I have been recently brought into cbse contact with 
similar actions, and have had to take kgrl adv ia  so as to 
be able to get some klp for a poor widow and her %W 
children. I hope that matters of this sort will to the 
hearts of some of those diehards. 

Mr. Deputy S w r ,  this is not a question of Party, btb. 
a questbn of being a humanitarian. Today, you Wve borne 
to go to work, and tomorrow youaregone the otbr side. I 
have seen only yesterday s o m n e  who c a m  to m who had 
someone very close to her who died as a result of a fatal 
accident. That person was working in the fishing MuSW 
and this woman was making a baby for the person who died 
and also hrrd six other young children, 

I have much pkasure, Sir, in associatirg myself with 
this Bill. Some people think through their extreme stupidity 
and policy that because you are in the Opposition, every- 
thing which the Government brings to this House you should 
get up like a convuZsed idiot and say that you are opposed to 
it. I am speaking of those nasty minded peopk. This is 
somethhg which I personally feel, whether you areSocial- 
ist or Cons.rvadve or anybody else, is necessary for hu- 
man assistance. There are those of us who corn  into con- 
tact daily with people who are left alone a s  a result of their 
breadwinner be* snatched away. Therefore, what else can 
we do bus give our wholehearted support to this Bill? I 
therefore give my wholehearted support to this worthy Bill 

The question that this Bill b e  now read a second 

time was put and resolved i n  the affirmative uithout 

division. 

On motion of Hon. W .  A. CRAWFORD,seconded by 

Hon. 4 .  B C  EI)WARDS, Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER lef t  the 

Chair and the House went into amni t t ee  on the Bill, 

M t .  BATSON in the Chair. 

Clauses 1 to 5 inclusive  were called sepamtely and 

passed. 

Clauses 6 W 7 were called and passed. 

Hon. W .  A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, Ibegto move 
that youdo now report the passing of this BUI in Comminnc. 

Hon. A DaC. EDWARDG: I beg to second that. 
The question was put and resol ved in the  a f f ina-  

t ive without division. 

The CHAIW4V reported and ,&. D l P U l Y  SPEAKER 

resumed the Chai r and reported accordingly. 

On motions o f  h n .  V. A, CUAWRIRD, seconded.by 

Hon. .4. CbC. EDIY4 RDS i n  each case, the Bill u u s  read a 

third time cm d passed. 

SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORI): Mr. Wuty S-, at this 
stage I beg to move that this sitting be now suspended for 
half an hour. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDG: I beg to second that 

The question that this sitting be now suspended fir 

half an hour was  put and resolved in the affirmative with- 

out division, and M, DEPVlY SPE4KER ssuperided the 

sitting accordinglv. 

On the Bell being tung, a quorum was obtained. 

Mr. DEPWY SPEAKER: I must informhon. members 
that the Rules uf this House must be strictly adhered to. It 
wi l l  be prudent if hon. members will m their eyes on 

watches. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS BLSINESS 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. D ~ u t y  W, I beg to m 
L that Private U r s *  Business be now take& 

Mr. LOWE: I beg to second that. 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, before 
we go on to Private Members' Business, may I suggest that 
we dispose of the Replies m Questions first? There are 
-lies to be laid to Qmstions; I am not sure in whose name 
those Questions stand. 

Mr. DEPmY SPEAKER: The hon. senior member for 
St. Peer made a motion and it was seconded by the hon 
senior member for St. Georgc. The Hon. Leader of the 
House has suggest& that Question Time be taken now. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. IXputy Speaker, I would say that 
the laying of Rsplies to Questions is also Private Members* 
Business. Anyhow, Sir, I have no objection to answers to 
quesdotls behgtakenatthisstage.Ihavemgottowith- 
draw my motion. 

Mr. DEPVTY SPEAKER: T b  question is thatprivate 
Members* Wrsiness be taken as the next Order of the Day. 
Hon. members in favour of that w i l l  please say "Aye*', 
those against w i l l  please say "Noee. I think the "Ayes" 
have it. 

QUESTION TIME 

Mr. WAUX)TT: As I pointed out, Sir, Question Time 
comes within Private Members' Business as we& and if 
the Hon. Leader of the House wants to have Replies to 
Questions laid, k can have them laid now. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Following what the Hon. 
Leader of the House has asked, Itakeit that Question Time 
is now to be taken. I gather that that is what hon. members 
WUlt. 

The Oral Replies to Parliamentary Questions Nos. 67 
and 137 have been laid. 
2.45 pm. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Question reads 
as follows:- 

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister: 

In view of the Statement made in the Honourable House 
that the operators at Bagatem Quarry were operating il- 
legally and that Government was awaiting the return of 
their Legal Adviser to the Island, willthe Honourable Min- 
ister, at his earliest convenience, make aProgress Report 
on the operations of the Quarry? 

"Bagatelle Quarry was purchased by the Government 
in 1958 in order that the contractors of the Deep Water 
Harbour could obtain an adequate supply of stone and other 
material &ed for the construction of the Harbour. 

2 The Contractors completed quarrying operations at 
Bapatelk in early 1961. On 1st March, 1961, an approach 
was made to the then Government by a group of persons, 
who sllbsequcntly registered a company called Quarry 
Products limited, for the lease of the Bagatelle Quarry 
site. 

3. Discussions ensued betwan the representatives of 
Quarry Products Limited and representatives of the Gov- 
ernment on the matter and on 10th March, 1961, the Com- 
pany's representatives were informed that, subject to tbe 
approval of the Government and the Legislature it was 
agreed, in principle, to lease the quarry provided agree- 
ment could be reached on the terms and conditions of the 
lease. No C a m  decision had ben taken and Gow?rnrnem's 
Legal Advisers were not cansulxed. 

4. On 14th March, 1961, the Company replied to the letter 
d 10th March, requesthg that further discussions be 
arranged bawsen the Gowmnent's representatiws and 
repre38atPtives of Quarry Products Lknited tofinalisethe 
terms and conditiolls of the lease. 



5. On 20th May, 1961, thetbencabinet considered a paper 
containing proposals for the lease of the site. The propo- 
sals were accepted. 

6. Prior to the terms and conditions of the proposed base 
being finalised by the then Cabinet and before the Legisla- 
tive action necessary to giveeffectto a lease was  initiated, 
the Company, on or  about 17th May, 1961,entered upon the 
site and commenced the quarrying of stone. 

7. This Government has carried out a full investigation 
into the aspect of the matter and it has been ascertained 
that the Government at the time was fully cognizant of th 
fact that Quarry Products Limited had taken possession 
of the Quarry and was actually engaged in quarrying stone. 
This is borne out by the fact that representatives of the then 
Government, including Ministers of that Government, had 
held discussions with representatives of Quarry Products 
Limited and representatives of small quarry operators to 
consldar the effect of the operationof Quarry Products Ltd. 
on small utxlemldngs. Verbal authority toenter uponGov- 
ernment lands appears to have beengiven by the then Minis- 
ter  of Communicatiws, Works and Housiug, but Legislative 
approval of allleases of Government land is req- by the 
provisions of the Ex.eicutfve Cornmime Act of 1891 a 
amended by the Executiw Committee (Amendment) Act, 
1951 (1951/27). 

8. This Government has also investigated, in consultation 
with sixteen (16) small quarry owners and operators the 
effect of the continued operations of Quarry Products Limi- 
ted on the small operators throughout the Island and, in 
consequence of these discussions, the Government has 
decided to submit to this Honourable House, as soon as the 
necessary Instruments have been prepared, a Resolution 
for the lease of Bagatelle Quarry site to hlessrs. Quarry 
Products Limited in order to regularise matters and collect 
the agreed rents and royalties now due to Government on 
account of the occupation of the Quarry by the Company." 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question No. 137 stands in 
the name of the hon. senior member for St. Thomas. 

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Deputy Speaker* the question reads 
as follows:- 

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister: 

Is Government aware that the main road via Rock Hall 
in the parish of St. Thomas is now undergoing repairs? 

Will the Minister issue a directive to haveproper gut- 
ters constructed in order that the flow of water may be 
controlled? 

Hon. G. G. FERGBON: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Reply 
is as follows:- 

"Rehabilitation of the Highway at Rock Hall, St. Thomas 
was carried out by the Departmentof Highways and Trans- 
port this year, and concrete dr aim were provided for a part 
of the area at that time. 

Consideration wi l l  be given to completing the con- 
struction of the concrete drains in the 1964-65 programme 
of road works to facilitate the proper drainage of the area.'' 

Mr. COWARD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I was made to 
understand that Parliamentary Question No. 134 was ready 
at the last meeting, but unfortunately I was not then in my 
place. I should like to know if I can carry on now. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. COWARD: Mr, lkputy Speaker, the question reads 
as follows:- 

To enquire of the Hon. Mnbter of Commmhtbns,  
Works and Housing: 

Is Government aware of t b  conditionofthe entranas  
to the residences in the Braggs HFU-Alley Road districts 
since the repairing of the said roads by the Department 
of Highways and Transport? 

2. If the answer to the abore is in the affirmative, will 
Government - in view of the fact that these entrances were 
removed by the said Departmnt -take steps to have proper 
entrances placed in front of these residences to assure 
residents safety on entering and leaving? 

3. U the answer is in ths negative, will Government take 
steps to investigate the matocr, and make the necessary 
improvements? 

Hon.G. G. F ERG LSSON: Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Reply 
is as follows:- 

"Government was aware of the condition of entrances 
to residences in the Braggs Hill-AUey Road Districts which 

B. 

were removed by the Highways and Transport bpartrnent 
while road repairs were being carried out in the area. 

2. When this question was asked, plans had already been 
finalised and the permanent entrances wereeventually re- 
placed during the month of August, 1963.'' 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFOID: Mr. Ikputy Speaker, Oral 
Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 135 has been ready for 
some time. The hon, senior member for St. Andrew would 
like to put the question now. 

Mr. CORBIN: M. Deputy Speaker, the q ~ s t i o n  reads 
as follows:- 

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister: 

Is Government aware that Haggatts Factory in the 
parish of St. Andrew ceases to be a sugar-cane grinding 
factory and will not be available to reap the 1963-64 cane 
crop? 'CL 

2. Is Government aware of the dire hardships such a ces- 
sation is likely to cause to thepeasant cane-growers in the 
Scotland District in the said parish of St. Andrew? 

3. What steps does Government propose takingin the im- 
mediate future to relieve the plight ofcane-growers in the 
said area? 

4. Will Government set about without delay to provide 
roads which will make for easier ferrying of canes from 
peasants ' plots on to the Main Highway for dispatch to sugar 
factories which might be inclined to assist in the harvesting 
of the canes of peasants from the area? 
2.55 P.m 

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Lkputy Speaker, Ishould 
like to give the reply on hehalf of the Hon. Minister of 
Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries: It reads as follows:- 

As this Honourable House was informed in a state- 
ment made by the Honourable Premier onTussday,the 5th 
November, 1963, arrangements have been made for the 
sugar fac t~ry  at Haggatts to continue to operate as a sugar- 
cane grinding factory for the 1963/64 cane crop. 

The Government will assist in improving road mm- 
munications to facilitate the haulageof cams frompeasants' 
plots if an indication is given of the area in which such 
assistance is ,required, and if it is economic to do so. 

Mr. CORBIN: I thank the Hon. Minister. 

RESOLUJXON re ADDITIONAL PROFITS 
ACCRUING TO SUGAR INDlffTRY 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think that we can now take 
:he Resolution given notice of earlier today s tk i ing in  the 
lame of the lion. senior mmber  for St. Peter. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am asking a s  I 
ndicated earlier today, bave that the Resolution which I 

R 



I 
7. This Honourable House w i l l  therefore shortly be gave notice of eerlkr today, bs ths first Order of Private 

Members' Business. 

I mw beg to mow h t  the Resolution which I ga* 
notice of earlier today, betheFirstOrdcr of the Day under 
Private Members' Business. 

Mr. LOWE: I beg to second that. 

The  question was put and resolved i n  the  a ffinna- 

Live without division. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Deputy Speaker, this Resolution 
reads as follows:- 

BE F RESOLVED that this House approve the State- 
ment made by the HonourablePremier on the 5th November 
1963, relating to the additional profits accruing to the Sugar 
Industry in respect of the 1963 sugar crop. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, that Statement by the Hon. Pre- 
mier was made on the 5th November, last, which is two 
weeks ago; so I am sure that hon. members are quite aware 
of the Statenlent. But in opening t%s debate, I will read it 
so a s  to refresh hon. members' minds on it. It reads as 
follows:- 

I have the honour to inform this Honourable House that 
proposals have been submitted to the Xlinistry of Finance 
jointly by the Barbados Workers' Union and the Sugar 
Producers ' Federation of Barbados on the equitable dis- 
tribution of additional profits accruing to the sugar indus- 
try during the year 1963. 

2. As a result of the unexpected rise in the price re- 
ceived for sugarssold in the free market this year, it is 
anticipated that the industry will benefit by a windfall of 
approximately $6.7 million. 

3. Agreement has been reached between the recognised 
bodies representative of workers and enlployers in the 
sugar industry as to the division ufthis windfall It is pro- 
posed that there should be established a fund administered 
by a board comprising: 

The Financial Secretary or his nominee - Chairman 

One Member nominated by the Sugar Producers' Fed- 
er ation 

Five Members nominated by the Barbados Workers' 
Union and that the sum of approximately $1.6 million should 
be paid into this fund for the use and benefit of the workers 
in the industry, namely 

(a) Workers employed on Sugar Estates 
(b) Workers employed in or about Sugar Factories 
(c) Workers employed by Sugar Transport Ltd. 
(d) Workers emplayed by Sugar Terminals Ltd. 
(e) Workers employed by Molasses ' h r n u s  kd. 

Details of the purposes for which the income and capital 
of this fund will be appropriated are being worked out, and 
the Legislature wi l l  be requested to enact the necessary 
legislation to gtw dect to W part of the agreement. 

4. h is further proposed that, in accordance with a 
precedent recommended by th LBwis Commission in 1958 
when an ad hoc bnus  of '7% was paid to the workers out of 
the windfall profits of the previous year, an ad hoc bonus 
of l@ s M  be paid to each individual worker in the in- 
dustry on his total crop time earnings during the year 1963. 

5. hheshbeenagresdrhatthebafanceofthewind- 
fall should be paid to all cane f m r s  and smlkrs of 
sugar cane on the direct basis of the tonnage sumlied. 

6. The G o ~ n r n e n t  a > n s W s  that this agreement is 
a remarkable achievement in tb field af industrial rela- 
tions and wiZlingly concurs. 

reqwsted to pass the legislation necessary to give effect 
to tkse proposals. 

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, since this Statement was 
made on the 5th November, last, this Island has witnessed 
an unprecedented affray in the manner in which an agree- 
rrrent drawn up in a proper form by the National Union of 
Workers and the Sugar Producers Association is now be- 
coming the subject of political manouevres by one of the 
political parties of this Island. Therefore, right at the. 
beginning of my speech, I would have to be very clear and 
strict in my submission to this Chamber on this matter 
because it strikes at the roots of industrialrelation prac- 
tices, and I feel sure that Your Honour will  agree with me 
that there are some established practices in all different 
types of organisations: and anything which strikes at the 
roots of t k e  organisations destroys the very organisa- 
tions and the things with which they deal. 

The Barbados Workers U h n  is the accredited repre- 
sentative of the sugar workers of this country. The Bar- 
bados Workers Union has been negotiating agreements with 
the Sugar Producers ' Federation from the time that Oody 
was formed in 1947 - sixteen continuous years; therefore 
there can be no question in the sixteenth year that that or- 
ganisation is an accredited organisation and it has the right 
to negotiate such agreements, I am sure Your Honour will  
agree with me that the right to negotiate an agreement has 
to be established between the twoparties concerned; and if 
the two parties concerned agree that they are bodies to 
conclude an agreement through their principals and whom 
they represent, the question does not Iend itself to a third 
party - moreover, when the third party or panies are 
parties outside industrial relation practices. 

It is therefore extremely strange to me to find that 
there is no dispute between the parties wncered with the 
agreement, am] that parties outside of the agreement for 
some unknown reason are attempting to create a dispute 
among the parties to the agreement. At this moment, there 
is no disagreement between the Barbados Workers' Union 
and the Sugar Producers' Association. I have to be very 
clear in saying that what the parties have submitted to the 
Ministry of Finance was an agreement. 
3.05 p.m. 

I would like to say at the beginning that the authority 
which the Union has received for this matter is the fact that 
the Barbados Workers' Union is a generalworkers' Unior 
which held its last annualConference in August of this year. 
The Executive Committee, the body which controls the 
Union between the Annual Conference, is an elected body 
from all of its members; sugar workers, dockers, indus- 
trial workers, workers of all kinds, are members of the 
Barbados Workers' Union, and a member of the Executive 
Council of the Barbados Workers* Unionis a representative 
of the whole body politic of the Trade Union. These elec- 
tions are held in a democratic manner, and we have had in 
the last three consecutive years, the Secretary ofthe Car- 
ibbean Congress of Labour, Mr. Osmond Dyce, acting in 
the capacity of Sheriff. Speeches have been made by Minis- 
ters of Government at the Annual Conference, and those 
speeches have been recorded, and theenwniums whichhave 
been showered on the Union for its responsibility and in- 
tegrity have already been published in this island. 

The Barbados Workers' Union also negotiated an 
Agreement on behalf of the sugar workers in 1963, and that 
agreement provided the estate workers with an increase 
of three per cent in their basic wages; to the factory work- 
ers it provided one and ahalfper cent increase on produc- 
tion. When those increases were made, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
the Union was not challenged to the effect that it had no 
right to do that, but we are hearing now that the Union has 
m mandate, I think Your Honour wil l  agree that anybody 
who knows anything about industrial relations or about a 
Trade Union w i l l  agree that a Trade Union, which is an 
accredited representative of workers, is in itself a man- 
date. You have the mandate in negotiations; you do not m- 
godate in part, but you - as a *L: and the Bar- 



bados Workers9 Union negotiated an agreement on behalf 
of the sugar workers in 1963 and that was accepted. For 
the last 16 years all the agreements which have been made 
in this island on behalf of the sugar workers have been made 
m n  the Barbados workers' Union and the Sugar Pro- 
ducers' Federation. I want to say that at this eleventh hour 
there cannot be any question of the Union being challenged 
as to its right to have a mandate, because if the Union 
did not have the right to have a mandate, it could not have 
been doing this thing for the past sixteen years. This Reso- 
lution has nothing to do with what the Union has done for 
workers; so I will deal specifically with the matter which 
has been dealt with in this Statement and ask the House to 
deal with it. The Statement deals with the additional accre- 
tion which came to the industry, and no one else in this is - 
land had any authority to negotiate anything with the 
employers. There was no legalobligation, there was nothing 
to provide the workers with helg in getting this money, and 
the Trade Union and the Sugar Producers' Federation 
agreed that the accretion which came in 1963 should be 
shared. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I do nQt feel that any person in 
this island outside the Barbados Workers' Union had any 
right in saying how this accretion should be divided; there 
was no one who coald determine whether it should be three 
per cent this year, fiveper cent, sixper cent or twenty per 
cent. That was the right of the Trade Ltnion because the 
Union knows that these workers are embodieil in their 
agreement, and this is part and parcel of their movement. 
Moreover, now we have been hearipg that non-members of 
the Trade Union should i~dicate what theTrade Uniori should 
agree to; but, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that is as fallacious an 
argument as telling hon. members who are members of this 
Chamber now, that when an Election rakes place, the per- 
sons who did not go to thepolls,those who kept away from 
the polls being more than those who voted for you, you are 
not an elected member of the Ibwe and have no right to 
speak on behalf of the people. It would be ludicrous for us 
in this island to sit inhere as representatives of the people 
when those who did notgo to thepolls, can say to those who 
were elected by those who went to the polls: "You have no 
rijht to re?resenl me because Idid not vote far you." There 
are those who are trotting out this argument that if you 
make an agreement in the future, these non-rembers of 
the organization can say what should happen to the mem- 
bers. As you can very well see, Mr. Deputy Speaker, there 
wi l l  be no Trade Union at all on the basis that you are a 
Trade Union member; you are not a Trade Union because 
you are a collection of workers outside the Trade Union and 
there are certain legal rights attributed to a Trade Union. 
We must comply with the law; we must submit certain 
things to the Relgistrar. It is of no me  asking a Trade Union 
to comply with the legal requirements and then those who 
are not parties to the Trade Unionarethe ones to say that 
they are parties to an agreement. It has not happened in the 
past or in any part of the world where you have a Trade 
Union like the Barbados Workers' Union and you have rnem- 
bers, who are not ambers  of the Union, saying to the or- 
ganization what it should do. We  do not impose conditions 
that you should not benefit from thesethings if you are not 
a member of the Trade Union.Itis like the biblical injunc- 
tion that the sun shines on the just and on theunjust; these 
agreements are applicable to all persons who are working 
in the industry in which the agreements apply. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, at what stage are you going to 
determine that the Union has made an agreement in its own 
right and on a comprehensive basis, as distinct from how 
the Union will be disposed as to those who feel like con- 
tracting out, and then they determine that they should con- 
tract in, and stipulate what are the principles of the 
agreement for those who are parties to agreement? 
3.15 PJIL 

Now these may be technicalmatters, but &ey are com- 
mnsense ones. You cannot contract out and contract in, 
and in a wrnpreknsiw agreement like this it would be 
ludicrous for anyone to expect the Trade Union to function 
on the basis of non-members. Some Trade Unions function 
on the basis of non-mernfers in rnakingwhattbey agree to 
applicable to non-members. In ~arnaica for ex&he, in an 
agreement such as the one which we now have in Barbados, 

none of the persons who are non-members can apply to it 
unless they join, and one of the conditions in that agree- 
ment is that they have to pay to one of the Unions in Jamai- 
ca before they can share in it. An agreement was signed in 
Jamaica on 3rd June, 1963 and this agreement states: 

"Condition of Bonus Payment - except as hereinafter 
provided, payment of bonus will be subject to the worker 
being a member of a Union which is a participant of this 
agreement and on tl-e basis of acheck-off authority. Where 
a worker is not a member of one of the participating Unions, 
payment of bonus will be subject to a written authorisation 
by the workers that theequivalent of the Union's dues which 
would be payable by him if he had been a member of any 
Union from the coming into force of the agreement which 
shall be paid (a) to one of the participating Unions to the 
agreement or (b) to the pension authorities or as agreed 
between the Unions and the Association as specified by the 
worker in such authorisation." 

Now in Jamaica they have this as a stipulation, which 
means that workers are not permitted to contract out of 
the Unions and then benefit by the Union's negotiations. 
One of the conditions in the Agreement signed by them is 
that they are contracting in: and if they do not contract in, 
these amounts have to be paid into specialfunds or into the 
Union's funds. This agreement of ours on the basis of the 
windfall, MY, Lkpilry Speaker, has absolutely nothing to do 
with any wage agreement that had been made. Wages were 
concludd for 1963 just as wages would have been concluded 
in any other agreement, but owing to the special situation 
in the sugar industry - and I should say, the powerlul posi- 
tion which the Union holds in this island - the workers were 
able by this power to share in the accretions that carre this 
year from the higher prices of sugar, because in normal 
circumstances, Sir, the employer would have looked upon 
it in the light that he had already paid wages and he has 
received this and this is his profit, and the Union would be 
forced to negotiate in 1964 on the basis of what they had 
refsited in 1963. In normal other negotiations, the Union 
rzegaiates with a company on the profitability of the com- 
pany in retrospect. You ~t what the company has made 
over the last five years and see that they are in a position 
to pay more and you negotiate on that basis. You cannot 
write in a clause in normal negotiations on a futuristic 
basis; but in the sugar industry, as there are different 
variables, we were able to show that this accretion came in 
1963 and the workers should share in it. May I remind this 
House that as a matter of comparison in 195'7 the Suez Canal 
crisis gave higher profits to the industry? The Barbados 
Workerg' LJnio~ had a two or three year agreement, and 
when we submitted, subsequent to 1957, in 1958 that factors 
prevailed in 1957 which were different from the factors 
included in the agreement, we were demanding that the in- 
c reqas  be paid to tbe workers in 1958 and bear relation- 
ship to the profit which had been made in 1957. 

There is PO secret, Sir, that the same political Party 
that Is going Mound the country now telling workers to call 
for all of their money was the Party that was tbe Govern- 
ment of t k  day, and when we made a plote~t ,  the then Min- 
ister of Labour who is now the Assistant Secretary of the 
proposed Union made a speech ewn in St. John at Four 
Cross Road8 Bftet a Commission of Enquiry was set W 
indicating rsliit the Barbados Workersa Union had no claim 
on the ewlayers  for increased wages. The Union protest- 
ed and went to tlm then Governor,Sir Robert Arundell, and 
wanted know what kind of co,duct that was by a Minister 
who could s a  up a Commission of Inquiry and then go on a 
platform CUld say something tantamount to prejudicing the 
work of the; Gtnxnission which he had set UP; and that was 
on record, In 1968 the same group of people, after a profit 
equivaleqt to nearly $9 million was made, were protesting 
against Barbados Workers9 Union's stand that an in- 
crease in W- in 1958 should bear relationship to what had 
taken plaas tn 1957. The Commission granted an ad hoc 
bonus on th0 wages equivalent to 'F%, not an increase. 1 bring 
that as a comparison to show what happened some years 
ago. On U occasion it was not dealt with in retrosw, 
but it was dsalt with currently and tbe Union had tbr r W t  
to negotiatm a Contract - which it did; and it is not for m 
outsider to tell the Union in what way or  manner a wntrsot 
shall be ntgoticated. The Won has the right to con~Iude a a 



contract which includes wages, holiday with pay, supple- 
mentary benefits and many other fringe benefits.The W n  
can also conclude an agrsernent as it has done on behalf of 
workers in which some of tbe wages can be paid in cash 
and some placed to a fund. The Union has concluded an 
agreement in the Port of this country in which part of the 
wages are paid in cash and part paid into a fund. There is 
a current situation in this island in which a Port worker 
works for a basic wage from which he pays 3%. and the em- 
ployer pays g o  which g m  into a fund for workers for re- 
habilitation, and the Union and employee contribute pintly 
in the setting up of a Provident Fund. On this occasion the 
Barbados Workers' Union considers that the amount of 
money available to workers in 1963 was equivalent to new 
money in the vicinity of $4 million. 
3.25 p.m 

The Union considers that the workers in rhe sugar in- 
dustry in this country with an increase in 1963 of $4 million 
was in a position for some of the money to be set aside 
for special purppses and benefits, and that is what has been 
concluded by the Workers' Union - and the Workers' Union 
has the right to do it because the Barbados Workers' Union 
gets its authority from the members of the Union. The 
Annual Conference of the Barbados Workers' Union was  
held and the Executive Council was elected. The Executive 
Council of the Barbados Workers' Union agreed to this un- 
animously. It was the unanimous decision that thesepropo- 
sals were in the interest oftbe workers, and the Executive 
Council of the Union which has the right on behalf of the 
workers agreed to it and the matter was submitted to a 
general meeting of the workers at which a Resolution was 
passed agreeing to the establishment ofthese funds and the 
proposals were ratified at the general meeting. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, when the Union has taken all of the 
constitutional steps to do something which it has a right to 
do, and that is ratified by the workers, when the Union must 
speak for the workers because workers outsideof the Union 
would be disintegrated and a scattered group - moreover, 
in a specified matter like this, an employer would have no 
person to speak to if it were not for thrs Union; therefore, 
if the employer decided to present anything to the worker, 
it would have to be given in the form of a gift, It is in tbe 
same manner as employers would do with their maids when 
they feel like giving them for Christmas a gift, whether it 
is a week's pay or  anything like that. It is nothing which 
anybody negotiates on her behalf; and in a similar way in 
the case of al l  of the business people who provide a bonus 
to their staff, the staff has no right to say what the bonus 
should be because that is the prerogative right of the em- 
ployer. Because of the power of the Union and because they 
would not have liked a repetition of the situation which had 
taken place in 1958, therefore, the. employers apprpackd 
the Union because the Union was aware of it and tbey medc 
it ckar that they were willing to negotiate with W. The 
fact that money was being negotiated for does not mm th.t 
the employers have given this money. If that were so, the 
employers could have said that it could be $6 million, $7 
million, $8 million or $9 million. h is the Union which said 
how much they wanted to share in this windfall. 

I do not like this process to take place in industrial 
relationss but the reason why this course had to be taken is 
because of its being a case of the establishment of a fund 
in the sugar industry, it must haw legislative sanction and 
owing to fhe fact that it is not a case of one factory or one 
source from which it was coming. Even if it were one 
source of employers or producers, the problem would not 
have been any different either. 

Sir, I haw here a memorandumof the Employers Fed- 
eration and ths Barbados Workers * Union in the matter of 
the establishment of a Provident Fund for produceporters 
a d  carters, and the Union regards all these a s  examples 
of wbere we have broken through and given new light to the 
workers. Some years before the war they used to export 
sugar and there were not emugh jobs giveam thtempbyees. 
The Union represented tbese workers. Sugar was shipped 
=-wharf: but that quantity of sugar whichwas shipped ex- 
wharf was paid for as if it was handled by the workers: that 
is to say, if ten cents per ton were handling charges, 

whether it was shipped ex-wharf or not, that ten cents per 
ton was deducted by the employers. I discowred after the 
war that this practice was continuing. Idrew it to the atten- 
tion of the employers, and 1 told them that it was a con- 
siderabhe amount of the sugar which was shippedex-wharf 
because it was sometines as much as Woto 3%. As hon. 
members know, some ofthe sugar shipped l e f t t h  factories 
and went straight to the lighters. Wedecided that it was not 
fair that this charge should be takenoffand we said it was 
unfair to the workers, and today those workers are re- 
ceiving the berefit of those handling charges although b y  
did not handle the sugar. The employers said that they did 
not like paying out money when a man did not actually work 
for it, and we arrived at aformula where you paid out 8qo 
and the maximum deducted was 13%. That meant that you 
paid a man, whether you shipped 10Wo or not, 83% in cash 
and the remaining 13% went to the ex-wharf funds. )[t is 
needless for me to say what that meant to this Island when 
the Deep Water Harbour came into being. That was  a fund 
which accrued to $1/4 million, and were it not for that fund 
the pressure on the Government would have been greater. 

On this occasion, realising as we  do theeconomic rea- 
lities which we have to faceinthis Island, those of us close 
in the sugar industry would know what the difficulties are. 
The last independent person in the sugar industry, Mr. 
Harold Robinson of Trinidad, had been bought over by Taw 
and Lyk; British Guiana's sugar estates are owned by 
Bookers, and Barbados is the only sugar producing unit 
outside of the claws of the bigger sugar owning units. If 
anything happens to Barbados, the sugar companies are not 
going to buy Haggatts; they are going to take over; and when 
they take over, they are going to determine the method by 
which t k y  are going to run the sugar estates here. 

I would give this as an example to reveal the nonsense 
which you are hearing talked outside of this House and even 
inside this House. I have heard in this House when they 
were talking about the wages of sugar workers that we were 
the kast  paid. Now, this is an agreement which was signed 
on the 3rd June, 1963, which provides the minimum rates 
paid to workers in Jamaica. The minimum daily paid rates 
in Jamaica is $2.60 to men and $2.04to women. In Barba- 
dos, a man receives $3.60 per day arid a woman $2.50. Now 
for cutting canes and loading canes, in Jamaica a man 
receives $1.08 per ton for cutting canes and 81 cents per 
ton for loading canes. That added together would mean 
$1.89 per ton. In Barbados, it is $1.59 per ton for each, 
which multiplied would mean $3.18 per ton. 
3.35 p.m 

Wben it comes to heading, that is something separate 
and that must be paid for separately. W e  must assume even 
if t hen  is another rate to add up to 1.89 it would not be 
higher than any of the rates you have stipulated because 
ir would have b a n  t h e .  It is needless for me to draw any 
comparison with Trinidad because Trinidad has been in a 
war for many years and the rates are lower than they arc 
in Jamaica. L u t  year when we had a 1070 increase on the 
basic wage in Barbados, the people in Trinidad received 
5%. The reason why I say that is that when you hear the 
argument about what happened to other places, I think it 
should be drawn to the attention of the people in Barbados 
that those who have made a study of the area will  under- 
stand what I am saying. Ihavebeen a member of CADORIT 
for tk last twelve years. We presented a Memorandum to 
the Sugar Enquiry which was set up by the Government 
last year, and the same political Party which said that it 
was interested in the sugar industry and the workers did 
not even send in two paragraphs to the Sugar Commission 
indicating what are their views. On the other hand, the 
Barbados Workers' Union presented a document whichhas 
been regarded as a very excellent document. A s  a matter of 
fact, I have a request from Uganda to have a copy of the 
Memorandum sent to them - a copy of that Memorandum 
which we presented to the Sugar Enquiry. With these eco- 
nomic realities before us, the Union decided that, in the 
interest of the workers, some of this money in this year 
should be placed to the credit of the workers. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would like to dispelthe fears of 
some people who like to look for cheap votes. Some of them 



are  saying that the workers who are not members of the 
Union are not entitled to any ofthis money. The Union has 
been negotiating the rates for the last sixteen years, and 
now some people say that those members who are not mem- 
bers of the W o n  are not entitled to any of this money. Of 
this 2.6 million dollars the workers are receiving one 
million dollars. How could anyone say that that is not much 
money? The sum of $1 million represents more than the 
1% which the workers received last year by way of pro- 
duction bonus or as a wage increase. Ten per cent of this 
money will be paid to the workers in c a s h  There are  
people who are trying to play onotherpeople's minds, and 
they say that we are giving the workers ten per cent and 
that we are keeping ninety per cent. The calculation gives 
the workers $1 million, but nobody was in a position to offer 
these workers one penny; none of them who now get behind 
the workers and prompt them wuld give them one penny. 
Some of them said that the workers would have received 
five per cent and the Union had k e n  withholding that 3'0 
from them. I have been subjected to slander, abuse and all 
types of things for which I have the right to take legal 
proceedings, but that is not the importantpart; the impor- 
tant part is to understand what is taking place. 

The workers of this country, other than the sugar 
workers, would not have been in a position today to have 
received this money without the positive and militant stand 
which the Union has taken as at alltimes. What has happen- 
ed is that our enemies and our opponents cannot swallow 
the pill of the credit which the Union desires, but they try 
to discredit the workers' Organization and to discredit me 
on the basis that this money, which is now coming to the 
workers, is money which they, inordinary circumstances, 
would have received in wages. None of those people who 
say that has never been in a position to give the workers 
one penny. Mr. Deputy Speaker, let me give you a classic 
analysis. In 1950, after the War, sugar was sold to the 
British Government on an agreed basis and the colonies 
had no control over that money. Owingto the Canadian ex- 
change, this wuntry received $3 million as a result of the 
exchange on the price. With the same factors, the people 
who were then in power and who are now saying that all 
the money should have been given to the workers, did not 
see fit to give one sugar worker one cent out of that $3 
million as a cash payment. (h4EMBER.S: Shame l) Some of 
this money went towards the setting up of an Irrigation 
Board and some if it went into a fund; but not one repre- 
sentative in this Chamber or anywhere else stood on any 
public platform and said of this $3 million what any sugar 
worker should get in cash. Some people are now saying 
that i t  is the workers' money: but none of the workers 
received severance pay until the Barbados Workers' Union 
made a representation on their behalf. Up to this day the 
last Government left office before they could work out and 
implement this severance pay. In your constituency, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, there were workers who waited for four 
years and then they were told that the Union had the money. 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am a richer man than RocksdeIler, 
judging by the statements which you hear some people 
make. You hear that Frank Walcott had the Deep Water 
Harbour money; you hear that Frank Walcott built the Ceep 
Water Harbour; you hear that he has the sugar workers' 
money, he has the displaced workers' money and wherever 
there is momy, wherever any money s i a w b n i s  concerned, 
I am a mighty man. (Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: The Govern- 
ment should see you.) Yes, the Government should really 
see me. The amount of the fund is $2 million, but somebody 
says that if is $62 million which I have of the people's 
money.Mr. -Speaker, it would be allright for people 
to make this kind of joke around adrink; but when it  is made 
in the wntext that this is money which was a gift, that is 
another matter. Somebody said that the Imperial Govern- 
ment sent down this money; somebody else has said that 
Sir Grantley Adams gave this money, and somebody else 
was so atrocious as to write that to a newspaper and the 
newspaper published it. 
3.45 pm. 

You can get, in a country, in 1963, the Editor of a 
newspaper publishing that type of nonsense in  addition to 
other bits of nonsense they publish. It is true, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, that when we were boys and went into the Park on 

24th May, we looked forward longingly to the two-pence 
they gave us, some beer which we did not know how long it 
was made and so.* buns which any marksman could have 
used as bullets. W e  said then that the Queen used to send 
money for us and we jumped up and sang ''Land of hope and 
glory, mother of the free," and ''Rule Britannia,Britannia 
r uk the waves I" walking around the Police Band and having 
a good time. You could not telieve that, with the growth 
of the Trade Union after 23 years of work in this Island, 
someone could repeat such a nonsensical statement and say 
that the Union is holding back money that came to the work- 
ers from some hidd,zn source, and not give the Union any 
credit for negotiating this accretion to the workers. To 
answer that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I will say that is a gkn- 
mick. The idea that they are holding on now to the fund is 
only a gimmick. Had there not been afund, there would have 
been something else to hold on to. Instead they might have 
said that the workers should get 6Wo and the employers 
403'0, and then they would start the ball rolling on the amount 
not being rightly divided. They are agreeing to the division 
because there is a fund, but what does the fund seek to do? 
Are we withholding money from the workers? Lspaying out 
$1 million out of $2.6 million withholding money? 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, when you read what the Union 
has put in  its statement and presented to the Government 
and to the Minister, I would ask, notwithstanding, what this 
Government has just had to do. This Goernment in a 
Statement on agriculture said that they needed $1.5 million 
in order to carry out one project not for all the agricul- 
tural sectors, but in saving a section of workers in a 
situation in which they were in a sorry plight. This money 
has nothing to do with any generalprovident Fund Scheme, 
and the ones who say that should be ashamed because we 
are the ones who projected the idea of a Provident Fund 
Scheine; we are  the ones who said that there should be 
severance pay, and put forward the proposal that the amount 
should be four weeks of every year of service, but had 
to compromise on the basis of three weeks, because the 
Government had already set up ascheme ofthree weeks as  9 
a limit. What we have done for the sugar workers in this 
country in a severance pay scheme is superior to what 
the last Government forced u s  to agree to on behalf of the 
Deep Water Harbour workers, because they had anescala- 
tor scheme; but the scheme which we have put up for t t s  
sugar workers now is a straight line scheme of three weeks 
for every completed year of service to a maximum of 104 
weeks, and we have agreed to a maximum because you live 
a life at a time and we feel that, as time goes on, we will 
be able to increase this. It would be amazing to know that 
we were offered one week for every year of service. They 
used the displaced workers when they went out of power 
to form a Trade Union to get back into political power, and 
now they are using the sugar workers whom they feel are 
my enemies; but I will let the workers and members of 
thls Assembly know where I stand on this. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Trade Union is a national 
organisation and not a natioqal nuisance; ttle Trade Union 
is not here to make itself a n u a n c e  in the community. 
We have established in this community -- and by their 
fruits you shall know them - one of tb best commercial 
buildings. That is not a demonstrationofpeople who fritter 
away people's money; but we can ask some of the same 
leaders what they have done with thepeoples money which 
was put in the society called the Progressive League 
Friendly Society. There are shameless people who can walk 
about this country with no record to show how they have 
manipulated money, but are going about fromplaceto place 
with nothing to show after all these years. We have shown 
that our organisation is not beggingthe issueof represent- 
ing workers. We a re  representing them in what we stand 
for, and not making ourselves a nuisance to the employer 
or the community. W e  aye not going to impoverish the 
workers. They are h ones who are  impoverishing the 
workers today; and wkm W y  are no more, t k y  are  going 
to impoverish the employers; and when they are no more, 
we will become a second Haiti where we will get a civil 
war with the impoverished eating the impoverished. Haiti 
is a proper example of tk impow-rished eating the im- 



$ wk!xxr. They are eking us not to be prudent because 
tllc :,itgap industry is goin)? to receive $27 per ton more 
every year as a higher price than in 19621 When we got 
10PJD, the world market prim of sugar fell below in some 
instan- the w s t  of production, There was no marginal 
difference, b u  I will say that when wegot the $3 million it 
was put into a fund. The Rehabilitation Fund came along in 
1947, and in this Chamber I did not hear that this money 
should have b a n  given out to the people or distributed 
among the planters and workers and not put in in a fund. 
Withut that t d a y  we would be in the hands of Tate and 
Lyle, and the workers wouid.not be ableto see the housing 
which you have been abk  to do. These people say that we 
already have $3 million, and a lot of nonsense has been 
given publicity in o m  national newspaper. You would believe 
that by now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, writers in national news- 
papers must know some ofthefacts.This wuntry is paying 
$1.2 million to Old Age Pensioners at a rate of $2.40 as a 
maximum. If you had to give the same number of sugar 
workers a pension, you wuld not begin to insult them with 
a pension of $2.40 a week, and if you had to work a pension 
on the notional wage that has been set out by Mr. Stockman 
and you looked at the industry and worked out a figure of 
$18 a week as the average wage in the industry and gave 
a man 5@ of that wage, if you now pay $1.2 million at a 
rate of $2.40 a week, you only need ordinary arithmetical 
deduction to see  what you would have to pay if it is going 
to b e  four times that amount. The country would have to 
look for something in the vicinity of $5 million. 
3.55 p.m 

Therefore, you have so much more, giving the work- 
ers the impression that so much more is put down for you: 
therefore, you I& not worry because you are living in 
clover when it is known that they could not begin to reach 
the answer to that because they feel it would be so small. 
What is wrong with anybody buttressing their position? You 
give every man in the industry threeweeks severance pay, 
but would you say that you cannot give any more? The Un- 
ion is not submitting this as taking the place of what the 
employers should do: but is there anyrhing wrong, if you 
are  working with an employer and you are  entitled to a 
pension, with your having something in addition to that? If 
this windfall can offer the workers in the sugar industry 
the opportunity to plough back something for himself and 
the oppor~unity of entering into the economy of this coun- 
try and participating in its administration, why then should 
somebody say that you a re  depriving the workers of getting 
more money? This scheme projects something new, and 
any Government or  organisation which is worth its salt 
should not be afraid of projecting new projectiox. If any 
one can show us that this is not in the interest of the work- 
ers, that this is too much money which you are taking away, 
I would wish to hear from that person. 

There are some people who are saying thatthis is too 
vague. Do you think in a schemeofthis nature that you can 
detail the things and write them as youwrite a little exer- 
cise? There are  many things which are  not done now which 
we say that this fund can do. We have analysed the situa- 
tion that when a worker in the industry cannot work, that 
means less income i n  that family. We have analysed the 
situation that wherever there is the need to set up things 
from which the children of workers can benefit, you are  
increasing the economy of the country, and theorganisation 
of all that is an indirect way of advancing his i n w m .  Do 
you want us to send for Professor J a m  Maynard Keynes 
to deliver something to show us the ways and means to 
increase a man's income not only by giving him a wage 
in his pocket?Sorneone has said that you must wear a school 
tie to justify that you went to school. I have no school tie 
to borrow; I am going to wear theschool tie which is in my 
head. 

We haw to promote welfare projects for the benefit 
of the sugar workers. The Gomrnment has welfare schemes 
for sugar workers: but theGovernment cannot providewel- 
fare schemes for only sugar workers. What is wrong, 
therefore, if we find land is being cut up and it  is suitable 
that we provide ourselws with a playing field from it? Is 
that a projection which the workers should not have? Is i t  
wrong for workers to have within their rights a projection 

of a music hall so that a music festival c m  be given by 
workers? Or should we say that is above workers? Hymn 
singing is one of the cultures which Barbadians have. W e  
are not good dramatists because our speechis not the sort 
of speech which lends itself to drama. singing and dancing 
come to us easily. If a man is dismissed from his work 
and he can only get a limited amount of money, are you 
suggesting that the Emit which you now haw should be the 
limit, and that it is thus far and no further as to the econo- 
mic gains b should have? Are you suggesting that that is 
all which you should give him and that he should have no- 
thing more than that? 

Now, Sir, you a re  going to use Haggatts as example. 
I am going to use another example. The G o v e r m n t  has 
bought Graeme Hall land. W e  are  not asking you to give i t  
away. What is wrong with the sugar workers having a fund 
at their disposal and approaching the Government for a 
lease of 20 acres at a peppercorn rate of an easy sale so 
that they can put up housing projects for themselves? Our 
organisation has approached the organisation in Washing- 
ton, and I can show youwhereTrade Union money has been 
used to lend mow to countries lilce ourselves. ?Ire Ameri- 
can Labour International Organisation has taken money out 
of their Treasury to assist the Public Fund in order to 
lend out money to other countries such as trade unionists 
in Peru, Nicaragua and Central America and they have 
been recipients of this fund. We toocould have k e n  recip- 
ients of it, but one of our keepbacks is the fact that we a re  
not independent and therefore their allowances for pro- 
grammes have given us a b t  of difficulties. The Jamaican 
Workers' Union has k n  able to get money from that fund 
for a project. Should we in Barbados deprive the workers 
of this country from creating a new place so  that they can 
further participate in any of these things which are avail- 
able to workers' organisations, particularly w k n  they can 
shox that they can save somthing for themselves? When 
you get thsse built-in things, i t  is a relief for the social 
services and for the  Government. It is a relief for the 
country when workers can create savings of their own, 
This Government has just launched a National Savings 
Movement. What is a better example to demonsrate than 
that out of the windfall, in addition to your day's pay of 
$3.60, in addition to any new wagis which you m y  get in 
1964 and which have to be negotirt6d for, you can say that 
this is something which you did rot expect and you are 
saving some'&ing out of it? What is wrong with a country 
encouraging a community to do sOmctfiing like this,sorne- 
thing whicfi would stabilise w o r k s ?  An you going to be 
cheap and vulgar and say: ''Gim thMl all," as if a man 
lives a day at a time o r  as if all the sugar workcrs w i l l  
disappear in 1963? This money is not only for ths be& 
of the members of the Uni~n. W e  have newx said so. 
4-05 P O ~  

That is the only country in which the workers haw ben 
encouraged, even by those who should not mcourwthem,  
not to be organized in a powerful Trade Won, but to be- 
lieve that they would be better off on the outside. 

Now, you haw the vulgarity of people suggestingthat I 
have the money. Sir, that part does not worry me and I 
would not waste the time of this Chamber to answer those 
things. As a national organization, we are not going into a 
field of representarion where we are not wanted. Our or- 
ganization is different from a political organization; a 
political organization may gress and press for the purpose 
of remaining in power, but with us there is the power 
straightaway; with us there is the struggk for b r  things. 
We a re  not creating any warfare; we are not creating any 
position as in Jamaica where one camp is bringing some- 
body to fight against somebady else. I would not be any 
underwriter of any workers' death as a result of warfare. 
We a re  not going in for any vested interesS the only in- 
terest we are going in for, theonly interest which we have, 
is to see that the workers get what is theirs. One has to 
accept the consequences he gets for wise leadership. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, son= leaders have been assass- 
inated. Who did more for W;a than MahatmaGhandi? Who 
did more in his day for the United States of America than 
Abraharn Lincoln? W e  haw the slogan: "Government of 



the people, by the people and for thepeople," but Abraham 
Lincoln was assassinated. Those who have gone through tk 
records of leadership in the Trade Union will appreciate 
tbe work of the Won. There are occasions which, when 
they arise, you cannot stand up to and you begin to retreat; 
but my attitude is not one of retreat. I have not been made 
up in that way. 

Mr. Deputy Sptakar, the proposal which the Union lw 
put up for the workers is a sound proposal to the core; it 
gives the workers a senseofdignity and respect. The posi- 
tion is just as if you had adog in the yard and you threw all 
the bones to him, even if you have to pick them up after- 
wards, because he is trained. You train your dog to eat from 
your hand; he does not eat from the floor nor does he eat 
from a stranger. 

W e  have been keeping meetings up and down this coun- 
try. I remember that somebody asked mewhathappened in 
St. Philip. Go and ask w h  happened at King Gears V Park. 
W e  held a meeting at Ellenon in St. George and at King 
George V Park, and I may say that tomorrow I have to 
meet the Manager of Bulkeley's *re l8peopk have been 
given notice of dismissal from work in 1964. If people do 
not know what is taking place in the sugar industry, let 
them shut up. None of these people has any argument to 
show whether they sbukl go or not, but when 18 people 
are sent off their work, must we see that they are given 
displacement money and that is enough? Must thesepeople 
at Bulkeley havc no job and the situation remain like this? 
We feel that by experience and necessity we must create 
sonlething for these workers, but to spread out everything 
in detail is stupid. Our positkm is cbu for e%eryorrt to see. 
Circumstances which deserve various treatments have to 
be dealt with as they arise. 

Mr. tkputy Speaker, if this had been a matter exposed 
to legislative sanction, if it had been a matter of the Pro- 
vident Fund -- well, we did not have to come to the Legis- 
lature on that occasion. The Provident Fund was started 
for produce workers and soon after that, somebody died. 
A man got kilW soon after the fund was opened, and if we 
did not have a fund what would the dependants of this man 
have done? W e  have paid out as much as $2,000 in one case; 
and what private employer in this country would pay out 
that money, based on the time during which an employee 
was working? 

If I did not have the experience and knowledge of things 
for the past nineteen years - I may say that I will cele- 
brate my nineteenth anniversary on the 1st January, 1964 
with the Union, and that period of nineteen years represents 
the greater portion of my working life span. I have spent 
quite a long tirne in the industrial field - longer than I 
have spent anywhrt else. Mr. Deputy Speaker, do you 
think that for all of these year S, with all of this experience, 
I am unaware of what is d e d  forthis country and I have 
to look over my shoulder to see what this sum of $3 mil- 
lion can do? I know the amount of money which is required 
for the carrying out of any scheme of social security as 
has been ~.ecommended in the past. 
4.15 P O ~  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have asked for this mateer to 
be dealt with bacauee in m r d  circ- membrs 
of this Chamber would not have to give the sanction which 
they are being asked to give, a d  because there is more 
than one sugar factory and more than one estate, we have 
to haw this legalised. This would not havebeen necessary 
in Antigua or St. Kins where there is one factory, because 
the factory would make the agreement and that would be 
the end of it. In the case where we export things, we did 
not have to come here with an agreement to have a fund. 
That was done and that was the end of it. We did not have 
to come here to get the Legislature to sanction the paying 
of 10% production bonus, but this will be enshrined in the 
agreement for the fume, that if you have a windfall you 
have to give the workers some and we do not have to go 
hat in hand. 

only person I find that could have objectalto tNs would be 
t b  Government of Barbados, because in normal circum- 
stance.s the Government can say t b  we have already signed 
an agreement, and this is money they are going to lose 
because they would be losing income tax. The Government 
will  lose about $2 million in this, and if the Government 
had S aid ' ho can do" what would we be giving the workers ? 
b you think the empbyers would give them anything? If 
you think the employers would give them any, you have 
another laugh coming. The Government did not act stupidly, 
however. The Government is sharing some of the accre- 
tions in this, and that is why we wmplIment Government 
for not living in antiquity but living inthe present day. For 
that reason, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am forced to take this 
stand in this matter because it had to be dealt with in this 
way. We have dealt with this marter above board, and there 
were m negotiations done under board. What I have to say 
here now publicly is that the reason why more of this could 
not have been said before is that, because of the fact that -4 
we were dealing with Government and the matter had to 
come to the Legrslature, we did not feel it was proper to 
make all these things known indetailbefore we came here, 
because we regarded it as an insultto the members of this 
Chamber, and felt that if we wanted them to approve of 
something, we could not walk about the country and give 
this information, because now that we come to the Legisla- 
ture and all the. things had been bandied about the country, 
we would only have been asking members to put the rubber- 
stamp to some of the wild chat that everybody had given. 
The idiots say we do not give the people information they 
require, but I am satisfied, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that this 
is one of the issues, as Itold the people in my constituency, 
on which you cannot get wld feet. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I represent a constituency where 
sugar workers sent me back to this Assembly, and I have 
said to them that if in this matter they consider I have not 
done the best for them, the choice is theirs not to vote for 
me again, This was not done on the basis of voting, Any 
member can take this to St. Peter and say that if this is 
something we should not do and they have no codidence + 
in me for doing this, I as one of the leaders in ttu: Trade 
Unioa movement say not to vote for me, but for someone 
else. I say to hon. members who are not Trade Unionists, 
but are representatives of thepeople that 1 am aware, from 
the pressures that haw been brought w n  some of them 
fn their constituencies that they may get aUttle bit scuad 
or ~t cold feet at times. PoWcians h a t h a t  wry &awe 
nobody likes tofeeldisposstssedorthathefs coming to the 
end. You wme to the end anyhow; but sometimes you have 
to make up your mind that if this is going to be the end, it 
shall be the end and you are notturning back. I am not re- 
treating from this position, Mr. Deputy Speaker. Itake this 
stand with my eyes wide open and with a full knowledge of 
what I am doing, and I amprepared to pay the consequences 
for anything that results from this stand. 

I therefore have great pleasure in moving the passing 
of this Resolution, and I hope that hon. members will be 
ahle to speak on this freely, becauseit is a matter in which 
no member of this House need have any fear. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDG: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I rise 
to corroborate all that was said by the hon. senior m m -  
ber for St. Peter, and to express the feelings of the Gov- 
ernment on these issues. We supportthe stand taken by the 
Barbados Workers' Union, and that was made manifest in 
the Statement which was laid in this House by the Honour- 
able Premier. We feel that is the duty of any responsibk 
Sovernment not only to think of constitutional progress, 
but w e  should also think of economic and social progress 
in a community. In these circumstances we feel that the 
Union has taken a step in the right direction. 

I have been a most perturbed and angry person when 
heard of the mischief being made by some people who, 

rrfter they have been swept out of office, became the most 
~nemployabbs that Barbados coukl ever produce, and in 
xder to find employmentfor themselves, they have become 
public mischiefs. I feel that the time has corm wbn some- 

should be done about t k e  eJeIlltntS in the comfiurdry. 
[ feel also that it is about tirne the community itself rise 



-1 s awhs t  them. They are the psople who, being 
qu&il@d to gain themselves proper employment after they 
had k n  totally disregarded by the peopk! whom they had 
fooled for many years, go about mrWng public mbchlef, 
They have not only fooled the people for many a year, but 
have denied them a lot of their rights, and in due course 
these things will be dealt with 

Now if we go back as far as 1902, I have here a copy 
of an Act passed in 1907, and this Act is known as the. 
Sugar Industry Agriculrural Bank Act, and the preambleto 
it reads as follows:- 

'WHEREAS in 1902 a sum of $250,000 was  gr&ued by 
the Imperial Parliament in aid of the sugar industry of the 
British West Indian Colonies and British Guiana, out of 
which the sum of £80,000 was granted to the sugar industry 
of Barbados; AND WHEREAS this grant has hitherto been 
employed under various annual Acts called Plantations-in- 
Aid Acts passed in 1902, 1903, 1904, 1905 and 1906, as a 
fund whereby advances have been annually made to the 
owners of sugar plantations to enable them to continue the 
cultivation of such plantations, six pounds per centurn per 
annum interest being paid on such advances; AND WlIERE- 
AS by the Imperial Free Grant (Disposition) Act, 1904 this 
sum with which such interest as may be accrued, and the 
securities therefor, is vested in the governor in-Executive 
Grnmittee in trust for the sugar industry of the Lsland, to 
be applied with the sanction of the Legislature for the col- 
lective and permanent benefit of the sugar industry; AND 
WHEREAS the system of making advances for s q a r  cul- 
tivation, which has been in force appears to be best calcu- 
lated to promote the collective and permanent interest of 
the sugar industry and it is desired to place that system 
on a pemianent footing by trarlsferring the free grant of 
£80,000 made to the Barbados Sukrar Industry in 1902 with 
accnwl interest, and the securities therefor to a Sugar 
Industry Agricultural Bank to be established for the pur- 
pose of continuing such advances to sugar producers;" 
4.25 p.m. 

Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, Council and 
Assembly, of this bland, and by the authority of the same, 
as foL1Ows:-" 

And it provides therefore for the establishment of the 
Sugar Industry Agricultural B;uk 

Sir, this Bank now has a capital of approximately $40 
million, and this Bank was set up in 1907 due to the fore- 
sight of a gentleman whose name will  live in everlasting 
memory by the agriculturists in this Lsland of Barbados, 
Sir Herbert Greaves, because it was through his instru- 
mhtality and his foresight that this Bank wasestablished. 
Instead of taking this money and dishing it out to the estate 
and plaxation owners, this money was put into a fund of 
which we are proud today. Today, the plantation owner or 
the peasant who is interested in agriculture can have the 
benefit of this fund. 

It happened in 1907. What is wrong with some of our 
nit-wit politicians is that they go around and think of the 
sort of hand-to-mouth day-to-day business and they do not 
think of the future. U in 1907 these people were not far- 
sighted enough as to establish the Sugar Industry Agricul- 
tural Bank what would have happened today? Where would 
our sugar industry be today? 

I heartily endorse the stand taken by the Barbados 
Workers Union. I think it is a step in the right direction, 
and if we wereto go down to the annals of history, we would 
find that the far-s&htedness of people in the time of Qwen 
Elizabeth I has led to a system - and I hope the hon. senior 
member for the City will forgive me - where M is wn- 
sidered to act as aCityFather. h i s  due to the far-sighted- 
ness of the people in charge of the Government of Erglard 
during the time of Clwen Elizabeth I that they staned tk 
Poor Law, because that started in the latter part of the 
sixoeenth century and the beginning of the seventeenth cen- 
tury. Our progeny or offspring wi l l  praise the work of the 
Barbados Workers Union in its taking this far-sighted 
SW and I have absolutely no apobgy to make in support- 

ing the Union on this stand. I represent a rural consti- 
tuency, and I think, when you have explained this step to 
your constituents, they will see the point because I am 
sure that they have more brains than those unempbyables 
who com to them and tell thcm things. 

In 1957, we had some money which put into a Rural 
Amenities Fund. Bear in mind, it was done by the same 
people who are opposing the Unim on this stand. They took 
money which could have been given to the people and they 
spent it on water and put some in the Rural Amenities Fund. 
For the benefit of whom did they do it? Tbe workers. 

I would like to strengthen the point, if I can, or may, 
by the hon. se&r member for St. Peter on the question of 
the 40% of the profit. Remember, this $6.7 million was ex- 
tra profit which has accrued to the sugar producers in 
Barbados. The person who is entitled to 4(Plo of this is 
Government by way of income tax or company tax. Forty 
percent would have been the quota for the Government; 
therefore, the person who should haw been making the 
noise about the $26  million should have been the Govern- 
mnt. But the Government is quite aware of the fact that 
we need further rural amenities and we nead social ad- 
vancement in our country. W e  also know that our housing 
conditions are not what we would desire and we woufd like 
to s e  improvements in housing. W e  also would like to see 
inprovements in recreational facilities for our workers. 
These are things which we are well aware of, and we on 
our part can do only so much W e  feel that the Union which 
has just as much interest in the workers in Barbados as 
this Government can use some of these funds to augment 
the services presently provided for by the Gomrnment. 

let us take our bank holidays. The workers in Bar- 
bados have found that bank holidays, especially Boxing Day, 
happen to be  the most enjoyable times forthem. They go to 
the beaches and so on, and someofthem go as far down as 
River Bay to enjoy themselves on the beaches; but if you 
were  to look at these beaches, what would you see? There 
are no sanitary conveniences for the workers; there are 
no baths where they can rinse when they come from the sea; 
there is no shelter. Whro wouW say that the Union cannot 
co-operate with the Govemme~lt in providing the necessary 
amenities for these people? It is the intention of this Gov- 
ernment to provide amenities at some of these places for 
the people, but I am sure that some of this fund can be 
used for the purpose. This fund can be used not only for 
the general public of Barbados, but for people who spend 
most of their time at these recreational centres. The 
average workers of Barbados cannot afford to spend their 
two weeks9 holiday at these seaside spots, but they can go 
on a bus and spend a day at these places and enjoy the 
comfort and luxury which are afforded them at these 
beaches. W e  feel that the necessary amenities can be pro- 
vided from this fund for them. The hon. senior member 
for St. Peter did not refer to the question of day nurseries, 
but the workers themselves may be strong enough and 
physically fit for employment - some are better qualified 
than some of these nitwit politicians who have been walk- 
inp about making mischief. 
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I can say that an  of these things are the long-term 
planrings of the Barbados Workers* Union. This is not a 
departure from the policy of the Governmt  and therefore 
the Government w i l l  not oppose it. TheGovernrnent is con- 
structing a Day Nursery in Grazettes and we have already 
establiskd one at the Pine. W ofthis is part of the policy 
of the Government, but now, the Government is being crit- 
icised for taking a stand with the Barbados Workers' Un- 
ion to provide the necessary amenities for the workers in 
Barbados. 

The hon. memter also referred to the question of 
playing fields. Right now the Government is engaged in 
carrying out negotiations for the provision of more play- 
ing fields, but I do not feel that that is strange because it 
is S mething which we expected. When the Leader of that 
Part, was a representative of the people of St. Joseph, he  
failed to see the need for the establishment of a playing 
fiekl in that parish: and if he failed to see the need for a 



playing field in his own constituency, well then, he would 
hardly support the policy of the Barbados Workers' Union 
to provide playing fields for the childrenofthese workers. 
The hon. senior member for St. Thomas asked a question 
only today about the provision of a mobile clinic. He did 
not say what clinic he had in mind, but I think he means 
a mobile health clinic. Who says or who would say that the 
Barbados Workers' Union should not use some of this 
money to provide a mobile ka l th  clinic for these workers? 
What is wrong with that? A s  Isay, Mr. Deputy Sptaker, all 
of these things arc things whichcome with long-term plan- 
m. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, in seconding the motion for the 
passing of this Resolution, I should like finally to point out 
that in the not too distant future the workers of this coun- 
try will irlevitably see the vision of the Executive of the 
Barbados Workers' Union and that of the Government in 
su~porting a policy such as this. 

Mr. LOUE and M r .  H U S L I 4 N D S  rose to s p e a k .  

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. senior member 
for St. George caught my eye first. 

Mr. LOWE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, in supporting this 
Resolution which has been moved by the hon. senior mem- 
k r  for St. Peter, I do say that I take a very wide outlook 
of this matter. Let us go down the annals of history to the 
ninth century when Alfred came to the Throne of England. 
In his great wisdom he realised that the Germans and the 
Italians had invaded a small part of EngLand, looted the 
country and carried away their cattle. He realised that this 
was  not good enough for his people and he decided to do 
something. The first thing he decided to do w a s  to educate 
the people and the next thing he did was to buiLd churches; 
the final thing he did was to build ships so as to protect 
the coast. Let us think of thetirne when agricultural work- 
ers were working for four cents a day; when an agricul- 
tural worker went out of work he was whipped, carried 
before the Police Magistrate, and fined and confined. He 
had no representative who could say that that was an atro- 
cious act and he was not in agreement with it. Let us now 
see the heights to which the worker i n  general has risen 
today? He has a Body representing him known as the Bar- 
bados Workers' Lnion. This is a recognized m y  not only 
today, but for the many yearsduringwhichit has perform- 
ed yeoman service on behalf of the workers of Barbados. 
It is m ~ s t  surprising, Mr. Deputy Speaker, when you see 
people who regard themselves as responsible people, but 
who are doing and continuing to do their best to throw the 
worker back into the old dispensation of division and rule, 
of one mortal against the other. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am looking forward to tlze day 
when the workers in this island of Barbados w i l l  stand up 
and allow every individual politician, every individualplan- 
tation owner, to realise that we are thinking in terms of the 
betterment of ourselves and of our family. Mr. Ceputy 
Speaker, you have people right now within this island who 
have worked from childhood to old age and there are cer- 
tain plantation owners in this island who, after people have 
worked for them for all the years, w i l l  tell them; "Not one 
cent for you; I must pay it in the institution." Let us b 
factual. No worker knew anything about this windfall, as 
we have been referring to it. The Barbados Workzrs' Un- 
nion has negotiated and has obtained 4% of the profits 
from the windfall. The hon. senior member for St. Peter, 
who is the General Secretary of the Barbados Workers' 
Union has decided or agreed to place some of this money 
in a fund for the worker and to give him some of the money 
in cash. I support that policy because 1 am quite aware of 
the hardship which the workers in the sugar industry have 
to undergo o r  encounter if anything happens to them. For 
instanoe, there may be a man who, through no fault of his 
own, is working at a factory and he collapses as a result 
of a stroke; he does not carry any insurance and there is 
no Social Security Act on the Statute Book. This is what 
people should allow the workers of this country to know; 
there are  those who have had the idea of bringing about a 
Social Security Scheme for the benefit of the workers ever 
since, and they have not yet brought it about. When these 
workers are taken ill, the plantation owner does not see 

fit to help them, but they have to go to the Public Assis- 
tance Cornmirtee. 
4.45 p.m 

When they have an organisation which is looking ahead 
in such great terms, I feel it is a d i s ~ r a o e  to every byal- 
minded, honest-minded, thinking Barbadian to stand up and 
tell any kind of worker in this Island that he should get all 
the money. I would like to ask afew questions on this par- 
ticular matter. The canecutters have worked with peasant 
farmers, and they a re  going to share in this windfall, Can 
either cane cutter go toeither one of these peasant farmers 
and ask what is his share? Isay he cannot do it. The Union 
has done that for him. Ilookforward to the Jay wtm every 
individual worker in this Island will become organised 
whereby he would be able to throw his share in for the 
betterment of the Island of Barbados. 

h4r. HUSBANDS: hir. Deputy Swalier, 1 should like at 
the outset to niake rny position crystal clear at the begin- 
ning of my contribution on this Resolution. I approach this 
matter in quite an impartial manner, without any bit of 
acrimony against any political Party or against any active 
or even just registered Trade Union. The aims of this 
Resolution are laudable. I have read the aims of the propo- 
sal for a sugar worker's Rehabilitation and Welfare Fund 
which appears to have emanated from the brain of repre- 
sentatives of die Workers' Union, and the aims and objects 
herein outline? are also praiseworthy. However, Sir, I 
always like to get down to furidarxntals. 

The Barbados Workers' Ihlion and the Sugar Pro- 
ducers ' Association are two Trade Unions which year after 
year meet and iron out and reachagreement, the Barbados 
Producers' Federation on behalfof its me~nbership, and the 
Barbados Workers' LJnicn on behalf of its ntemberstlip, al- 
though it is obvious that as a result uf decisions reached 
ktween these two Trade Unions, the sugar workers in this 
Island sbuld  benefit generally. There are  three funds that 
are administered by Governnlent. Certain other allocatiors 
are gone into at meetings between representatives of the 
Irnion and the Government. These funds are  known as the 
Labour Welfare Fuiid, the Rehabilitation Fund and the 
Price Stabilization Fund. Again when thesugar Producers' 
Association meets the Government and the Unior!, i t  is tri- 
partite; the Union can only k said officially to be bargain- 
ing for its mnen~bership, the Sugar Producers' Federation, 
on the other hand is  bargairling for its mernbersllip, and the 
Government, of course, is  the sort of advisory mediator; 
and if there are  any changes to be made in the allocations 
up and down to these funds, that matter is agreed upon. 
The Governmerit's attitude to a Trade Unioncannot be par- 
tial; the Government's attitude to any Trade Union must be 
impartial. In Barbados w e  fortunately have had for a long 
time for the sake of industrial peace one Trade Union; but 
as far as the Trade Union law is concerned, no one ever 
can tell when there might not be more than one Trade 
Union that can get the ear oftheemployer; so Government 
has to look quite impartially on these agreements between 
a Trade Union and an employing body. If you believe in 
democracy there may lx more than oneTrade Union. I am 
not a member or officer of a Trade Union, and I do not 
think I will be again; so Iamnot talking for anybody or for 
any job. I want that to be expressly stated here and now. 
I am not grinding any axs for ailyhdy o r  for any Trade 
Union even to be. Apart from the fact that I associate my- 
self with the laudable aims expressed in this Agreement 
which is between the Barbados Sugar Producers' Associa- 
tion and the Barbados Workers' Union - and I have no 
doubt that the aims are workable - if it is that the mem- 
bership of the Union has agreed to a certain percentage 
deduction to be transferred to a fund, and if it be that the 
membership of the Barbados Sugar Producers' Association 
has agreed similarly, I have no quarrel with anybody; but 
there are many other workers and many other owners of 
land who are outside the membershipof the Barbados Sugar 
Producers' Association and many workers who are not 
members of tlie Barbados Workers' Union. 
4.55 Pm. 

Now, the Government has to be real as to how i t  pro- 
jects a matter of this sort. There is no doubt about that, I 



do not go to any political meetings, nor do I go to any Trade 
Union meetings either. I understand that there is a Trade 
Union agreement for theestablishment of this fund, and that 
is why I say that the attitude of the Gomrnrnent is abso- 
lutely important, quite apart from however laudable this 
agreement may b and quite apart from however laudable 
the proposals of the Workers' Union are. As I was saying 
a moment ago, I had not been around to any meetings, and 
I do not intend to do so: but an element of dissension has 
imdoubfedly reached my ears, and Ihave heard loud enough 
conversations in the street which prove that there is an 
element of dissension. Members of the Union know about it 
anJ members of the Sugar Proiucers' Federation b v f  
about it. And those whom I haveheard very audibly may be 
non-Unionists or they may be members of another Trade 
Union. I understand that there is a t r d e  union oE Local 
Government employees which does not concern the Bar- 
bados Workers (hion. Members of this House know that 
there areother trade unions besides the Barbados Workers' 

The position is this, Sir. The Ibn. Minister of Social 
Services made mention of the history ofthesugar Industry 
Agricultural Bank and mentioned how muchfarsightedness 
it took on the part of its founder, the hon. late gentleman, 
who was seized with the idea of forming the bank to safe- 
guard the swar  industry. The IIo:l. hlinister compared the 
far-sightedness of that hob late gentleman with the far- 
sightedness of the Barbados Workers' Union in setting up 
tNs fund. Howewzr, I say that, with the best will in the 
world, if you are promoting anything and you find per- 
suasion does not do it, you are going on the wrong track if 
you are crying to enforce it. With the best will in the world, 
if you are going about the noblest aim, if you are pursuing 
t b  hf tbst  object, if you have to do it by force and not per- 
suasion you are not standing in a happy position, Therefore, 
that L why I say thattlle attitudeof the Goveranlent shutlW 
be quite impartial and nonpartisan. 

Sir, I an) in agreement with theseproposals.Ther(: 
notlldng abut  then I with which anyone can find fault, Nobody 
is asking far any details as to the measure of what the 
Resolution states and, as I have said at the beginning, I do 
not want to be misunderstood: I just want to be frank and 
to present Iny ideas to the llouse in as proper a manner a s  
I am able to do so. I repeat, if the workers are confused, 
whether t h y  are inside or outside of the Barbados Wor- 
kers' Union, as to the amount of money which is going to 

given t~ them, it is a regrettable circumstance: but 
t t am  iss $0 n~uch noise in the air, there 16 $0 much loud 
cllssensian tn the air. I am not responsible for who has 
fermented it, but I heard it: so I musl  throw out to hon. 
members that they must take a very clear 4nd steady view 
~f tlm 1nawr before they conunit themsdve$ tg this Reso- 
lution, All the acrimony is of no avail to thi$ matter. Mark 
you, Sir ,  rws Trade Unions havegiven their agproval to that 
a g m e m t ;  therefore, the Government has the right to ap- 
wave sf that agreement; but I say that if there is a con- 
sidarobk rrmaunt of the element ofdissensiop and it comes 
fram an skment wlzich claims no allegiance toeither side, 
it ia m r l s m t  of size and anelement which has to be re- 
gardd. Tf -re is such an element which runs wlmter to 
the! established aims of the proposals herein sw up, the 
@tabEtskod aims taken by the Hon. Prem@r, we W legis- 
lators whs are asked to commit ourselves to t k  accep- 
tance and tk passing into legislation of the terms set out 
in the Han, Premier's statement have got to be very, very 
careful, No one decries the aims -no one will; as  p mat- 
ter of fact, no one should dare to; but we have to do more 
than that, If we find in this community a considerable 
elsmcnt fhat sees differently, we have to h very, very 
careful. l; have no allegiance one way pr other. 

Mr. Beguty Speaker, as regards the adrnwtration of 
thres~ funds which I mentioned so- time ago - the 
Labour Welfare Fund, the Price Stabillsatism Fund and the 
Rehabilltntign Fund - when it comes to ik L&our Wel- 
fare Fund, tbe Government by the way ofp~ovldbg certain 
social amenities disposes of that fund. 
$05 P*% 

km years ago there was an agreemnt reached by 
rspmnta t ives  of the Union to assist in the construction 

of the new Hospital by means of the release of certain 
moneys from the Labour Welfare Fund. The Hospital 
serves the entire community; it serves Trade Unionists 
and non-Trade Unionists alike because it is a Govern- 
ment institution. Already I have heard -- and I would like 
hone members to take note of this fact - that there are 
those who query where they stand, whether they will  get 
any benefit from what is deducted for M a n  purposes or 
not. Mr. Deputy Speaker, they have the right to query that 
if they are not Trade Unionists. Suppose, for the sake of 
argument, that there is another Trade Union; as a Legisla- 
tor and an independent member of this House I must be ab- 
solutely clear and unfettered in a matter of this sort, be- 
cause I do not owe any allegiance to anybody but to the pma 
p h  of Barbados, and not a section of the people, I do not 
have to work hardar for 0.x sectio.1 of the people than for 
any orher ssciion; and what I havesaid is ML in any way to 
berate a-lyone who has to beinaposithn of working for any 
sectio2 of workers. 

I want what I say to be taken without bias or without 
prejudice; any worries w!lich I maj  !law w i l l  stem from 
the fact that thk IIIOLEZ;~ is for the benefit of sagar Nor- 
kers - a d  r~!len we x y  "szlgar wsrkers", we m a n  sugar 
workers w!~ther they be Unionists or non-Unionists or 
whether t k y  are in ox Union or in anxher Union. I am 
not concerned wit13 w~mther they are m e n b r s  of theBar- 
bados Workers' Uinion or C l  Barbados Progressive Unbn 
of Workers, as I think it is calkd. Every progressiszly 
minded socialist politician should have the interest of wor - 
kers at heart ancl I do no1 say that only socialist politicians 
do have the interest oi the wlx-kers at hem, because the 
wlmkers h a v ~  to VJI-e for 1 ~ ;  if WC are to obtain seats in 
h r e .  This is what I am really worried about; we have go: to 
remcnikr that our charge, o x  coxern, our responsibility 
is even greater now than it has been said in Parliament that 
possibly there are people w'ho may foment trouble. Our 
responsibility here is the more serious now becauseof the 
fact that 11.e are told that there is a possibility of certain 
elements existing, elements w!lich can foment trouble 
am iy the wrkcrs. If tha: were not a circumstance of the 
hour, wo c0d.I rush even more headlong into the ge~ceral 
terms of this Reso1utio.l; but through that circurnstanoe 
being present to us, we habe to be very careful in dealing 
with this matter. The axitude of the Government must be 
one of impartiality. I respect the approval reached by the 
Barbados Workers' Union and thesugar Producers' Feder- 
ation. W ~ t h  the best will in the world and possessed of the 
1oftie.s t aim a d  2bjects in the world, we have got to wtatch 
d there is any gJod in sectionalinterest; we have to watch 
at this time thoss wno claim allegiance to any IJnion. I have 
heard it said that although the Barbados Workers' Union 
does not represent and cannot represent contractual wor- 
kers outside of its membership, it generally does. That is 
true. An employer wno is outside the Sugar Producers' 
Federation mai* be made to pay if he d>es m t  pay, the 
wages duch are bargained for and received throughnego- 
tiations betwen the Sugar Prducers '  Association and the 
Barbados Wwicers' Union. That employer can be put on the 
sw t  and he can be forced to pay the rates which are being 
paid. I-le has no legal obligation however; it is industrial 
pressure that makes him do that, and he is a sensible per- 
sum if he  does it. 

Mr. Depuq Spaker , we can imagine that another Union 
became well established in Barbados. and it received re- 
cognition from employers to the extent that agreements 
were signed betwesn t h a ~  Union and the Sugar Producers 
Federation. k may be that in  Barbados we may sce the 
coming into being of another sizeable Union; I do not h w  
if that will be so; I am not interested in that development. 
I am not thinking of becoming an officer in the Union; I 
have my experience for which I am glad. I must tell the 
&?use that the attitude of the Government in this matter 
snould be very, very impartial. The Government call meet 
difficult proposals if it is complacent, but this legislation 
is something which has to be very deeply pruned. It must be 
very well considered before it is embarked upon. That has 
nothing at all whatsoever to do with the lofty aims and 
objects which are contained in the proposals of the Barba- 
does Workers' Uiiion and in the terms of the Statement 
made by t k  Hon. Premier. Who muLl venture to say that 
certain facilities would not redomd to the workers as a 
result of these proposals? 



You have in the proposed Resolution the terms of an 
agreement between the Barbads Workers' Union and the 
repr3s:ltatives of the Sugar Producers' Federation. You 
have twa partners and the Government is the unenviable 
referee. The Government d ~ s  not sit at a conference 
table and agree to terms; it may approve of what has been 
a~yeed upon and in a tripartite conference there may 
emerge laudable suggestions; but the actual agreements 
are made between the Barbados Workers' U~zion and the 
Sdgar Producers' Federation. They are the two contracting 
bodies. You do not have any third party who is a repre..senw 
tative of non-Trade Unionists; and if with this undoubted 
e l e m  11 w!dch is known to the T r d e  Un on and w'nich is 
k ~ o m  to many o - k r  people of this country, there is t k  
responsibility of o?inion which may wnviilce them chatthe 
agreement is against their interesr, if that is so, there may 
be trouble afterwards. 
5.15 p.m. 

If this n ~ i s y  element which is known to the Union and 
which is known to many people in this comtry is the reci- 
pient of information that may convince people thai the 
agreement is against their interest, there may be trouble. 

Mr. Dcputy Speaker, I think I have in a very careful 
manner olrtlined m;r attitude to the Resolution. I had so  
zo discharge my trust in Partiarn,-.lit; I had to let Parlia- 
ment know of my observations and I had to swak out very 
clearly as to what I think thepositionof the Government is 
i~ matters of this sort, non-oartisan and non-sectional, and 
I thfDk that we have got to be very careful in spire of the 
laudable aims and objects conrained in both th? Hon. 
Premier's Statement and the proposals of the Barbados 
Workers' Union. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, in this Resolu- 
tion which reads "BE F RESOLVED that this House ap- 
pro-= the Staremm m& by the l-Lmurable Premier on 
the 5th Nwmdxr,  1962, relating to the additional profits 
accmi ~g to the Sugar Lndxrry in respzctofthe 1963 sugar 
crop" srandiry in the name of the hm. senior mernber for 
St. Peter, I am going to begin exactly where the last 
speaker left off. I have olle criticism to make in this mat- 
ter; and before I make that, I shoq;Ild say that within the 
last f o x  or five weeks, this matter has struck me as one 
that should be above party politics, and I say that because 
I haw been keeping my ear to the ground and haw been 
lisrening very carefully,, hlr. kpu ty  Speaker, there is such 
a thing as public opinion, ad there is such a thing as en- 
lightened public opinio!~ There are those of u s  who are 
able to convi~xe o x  consritwa~s from public platforms 
why W: should be sent here, and sometimes that to some of 
us b e c o , ~  w r y  easy. I will say at the outset that I spoke 
to t'm hen. senior me ,nber for St. Peter in whose name this 
Rcgolution stands, and I thought this matter so important 
that I suggested to him that though the speech which he 
made in here today will be taken by the Reporters an3 win 
wpear in the OfficialGa7~tte~ it would possibly be abridgecl 
in e w r y  newspaper in this cuuary, leaving the 35,030 
peopls or S:, remaining in the same position where they 
wi l l  still be giillible to those persons w h  want to lead 
them, in their opinion, but who wmt, inour opinion, to mis- 
lead them, I feel that this matter is of such importance and 
borders on such great anxiety among the most important 
section of workers in this country that not only should the 
person who is most knowledgeable on this subject have 
been given an o9portunit-y to speak on this on an i s l a~d-  
wide hmkup so that the workers employed on sugar estates 
those employed in or  a b u t  sugar factories, those em- 
plod by Sugar Transport Limited, those employed by Sugar 
Terminals Limited and thoseemployed at Molasses Termin- 
als Limited might hear through the radio theexact position 
that has been madeout, but so that they will understand that 
there are those of us in this House who lend support to this 
scheme because we have faith in his integrity, and I do not 
think anybody questions his honesty of purpose and sincerity 
in this matter. I feel myself that be wasted a precious two 
hours of just making a speech on tbe b r  of this House - 
he will  pardon me for saying this, but I do not mean to 

be rude - which will not reach exac tly w?rhere I feel it should 
reach, I have been here long enough to understand that in 
this municipal area there are but few agriculmratworkers, 
and if you take. the various constituencies outside the muni- 
cipal area -&or St. Mchael, for that matter - which some 
hon. members have the honour to represent, we are a l l  
aware - and l agree with* hon. junior m e m k r  for St. Pe- 
ter - that there is some sort  of unrest among the agricul- 
tural workers which needs to be quelled by the leaders not 
only of the Trade Unlon, but of the Government, sfnce wle 
are asked to agree to tbe Statement which the Hon. Premier 
has made. Not one-third of what has been said here will ap- 
pear in the Press  and less than one-third of the people who 
are interested will be reading what is said here: and surely 
enough, Mr. Deputy Speaker, you knohr as well as 1 do t h ~ i  
i t  would certainly have done a great deal of good for the 
s-hes to k broadcast and the Governn~nt's position 
to be k:lown in this ma:ter. There is no daubt about the 
fact that a.1 amount of harm is being done, but politics 
is a game - anJ especially a: this t inx o: the year, kcause  
as smn as people who have not been ascustomxi to money 
&gin to hear about millions or thousands, they begin to think 
in terms of what they n u t  have; and as soon as they feel 
that the amount which is set out for them does not seem 
sufficient, they will at the first suggestion by anybody who 
W- to &lead them 20 ahead and axep t  all they have 
said. 
5.25 pm. 

Qi te  frankly, 1 am going to support the Resolxion and 
I am going to suppox it for many reasons. I am going to 
sapport it because as the kon, hlmister of Social S e r v i w  
has read and rightly said, many years ago when the British 
Governnmt gave this country a sum of mmey as  well as 
all of the o t b r  Islands, thepeople inthe other Islands took 
that money and gave it to the omers  of plantations to 
rzhabilitate or put their plantations inorder, not reckoning 
with the fact that w!len you haveaJrought - you may have 
a cycle of bad years and y w  may have a cycle of good 
ysars for a certain length of period and then bad yzars for 
a~o ther  period. 

W c  in Barbados, did not do that. W e  had in Barbados 
a; that time a very distinguished legalluminary as a wliti- 
cian; and bs ides  reading his speeches, I have k e n  told 
by those who knew him and could have appreciated him - 
and I refer to the late S:r Herbert Greaves - that his own 
type ostracized him and considered him 3 he greatest enemy 
to the plantozracy anj merchants of brbados just Decaqsse 
he did not do what some people felt should have been done, 
;uld as what somepeqletoday feelshould be done with this 
money which has come by way of a windfall. When the 
late Sir Herbert Greaves said that it should be placed in  a 
fund and a bank should be established to aid the people in the 
industry, everyone abused him and becairn annoyed with 
him; but we have lived to see, after he passed on from rhis 
House, after he becams C!lief Jus ticeof this Island, that that 
Bank has saved mdny apla.~tation, and it is that Bank which 
has prevented us from having a Tate and Lyle Corporation 
holding every~hing possible and owningeverythingpossible 
in this country. Lndeed, there were times when that Bank 
had to use the term 'lock up' for a period, and had ro carry 
over loans when there were bad years until the Island got 
a good rainfall and so that the planters could get some 
m n e y  to pay. 

I d.3 not think I would be misquoting if I repeated what 
Sir Wmston Churchill himself S aid to theeffect that in those 
days the British Government lived on the West Indies and 
they lived primarily on our sugar; so what they gave us 
was only what they took away fromus.E%n today with my 
limited howledge of the historical background, what they 
gave us today is what they took from us. 

I feel that is a criticism which I should make, after 
hearing the Mmister of So:ial Services representing the 
Government saying what Iconsider to be a creditable thing, 
and after hearing the hon. senior member for St. Peter 
p~t t ing the case and putting it strongly. He can enlighten 



public opinion because there is no sense your attempting 
to go to enlighten the public. The people are divided upon 
this matter, but they are divided because there are wicked 
people who are trying to tell them lhiws. I can say this: if 
my Gowr:rilmnt was inprwer -and this is making a stro~ag 
statemeat - MC w~~~~ certainly have to use a portion of 
this nlclrny other tha:~ giving every cent to all the workers. 
I am going to say that the Barbados Labour Party would 
have done the same thing. 

Hon. E. d. BAkQOW. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Irise on a I 

point of order. I do not know w!me the hon. member gets 
his idormation from, but the history of negotiations in 
the agricultural sector of this economy discloses that the 
Barbados Labur  Party has never given the workers one 
cent. The Rural Ametlities Fund was established in 1957, 
and they were evell bitterly opposed to providing any kind 
of increase to the workers, Tfie CaSinet Menbxs w a ~ t  to 
G o v a ~ l  TRII I-bxe a!ld asked the Governor to prosecute the 
h a .  senior rn+ ,nkr  for St. Philip and rnys9i for telltng 
the workers that the Sugar Producers* Association hac) made 
a profit of $9 1/2 million w k n  the Barbados Workers U,lio,l 
had agitated for a wage increase. tIow can ttm hon, senior 
member for the City stand there without any kind of a smile 
on his face and say that the Barbados Labour Parry would 
have done the same thing and have a fund and distribute 
mo?ey to the workers? Mecouli not have beell serious when 
hc. said that becaus: he kmvs that they would .Uvc never 
clox it. It is ody  this year that the Ssgar Prcwiusxs* 
Association has dis::bsed t:heir h i t s  to t'ne Gov:rnrntmt 
a d  the Barbados W~riters' U.liou. And they haveonly done 
that because as far back as 1957 they knew that I have been 
working on the economics of the industry. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I f t h z h o ~  senior mcmkr  for 
the City of Bridgetown will repeat what he said, I will be 
glad: because from what the 1Ion. Prerlier has said, it is 
something different to what I heard. 

Hon. E. W. BARR:3W: I can su?porc what I said with 
accuracy. 

M t ,  DEPUT r' SPEAKER: From wlat t h ~  tlon,Pre.nisr 
said ail3 what the hon. seili3~ m,--rihr d~ City of 
Brid!:s.ow:~ said, I did not u~~dersta.~J him fo say h a  ... 

Hon, E. W. BA>%kOW: The hm. rnernbes said thar the 
Barbados Labour Party would have done th eame thi~g. 

He is accusing them of having some Wnd of conscience 
for the workers. 

Mr. hl9TTLE Y: The tbn. Premier wanted get that 
off his cliest. I know he realises I did not say tbt .  That is 
why Isay that this debate to is one of the mvst i w r t a n t  
debxes in this IIouse for this Session, and I am s l a p t i n g  
to the hon. member that he has not taken it as s@rwusly 
as I havs take11 it. 

I said tha'. peopl 3 in enlightened public opiyrlon a= those 
w h n  you n d  not wsrry ajour. Let us take the a v e r a s  
agricultural labourer. He is not what w2 would corl~lder as 
enlightened public opinion. If my Party were Sn power, wz 
certainly would have kept a portion of this money Bnd we 
certainly would have given the labourers a wrtion, pnd then 
I went on to say that the hon. members on the o t k r  aide who 
represent the labourers rather than saying todgy W t  they 
s,wuld have all the money, if they were in power they wodd 
have kept some of the money. 

Hon. E. W. BARROW: I think the hoa  m e m b r  L mh- 
lealeading the House. They would have k e ~ t  all. 

Mr. MUTTLEY: You see, Sir, I have never been a 
member of the Barbados Labour Party. I kww fhat tb Hon. 
Premier, when he first ca-me back from E-, was a 
member of the Bar baslos L a b u r  Par ty~  theT@f~r$, he would 
have a greater knowledge of what they would do than I. 
5.35 P.m 

I am only sayiog that looking at It from a naossman's 
point of view Icannot see how they could say that you should 
give every cent of this money to the workers. 

Hon. E. W. BARR0W:Onapointof order. I do not want 
to interrupt the hone member, but it is not a question of 
inside knowledge. The hm. member has beeninthis House 
for all this t i m ,  and he krlows that on each and every 
oxasion that the sugar industry made extra profits, the 
Barbados Labour Party, which was identified with the 
Trade U.lion leader,  far from giving the workers any 
bonus, they deliberately concealed from the workers intl-ie 
sugar industry the knowledge that the industry had made 
any profits at all. What inside knowledae therefore is the 
hon. member talking a b u t ?  

Mr. MCrrTLE Y: Mr. k p u t y  Speaker, human beings 
must be subject to c!~ange. the hon. member says is 
t rm,  but we have never had any windgall of this nature. 

Han. E. W. BARROW: On a point of order. Again I do 
nor want to interruptthe hob  member, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
I do not want to think that k is deliberately misleading the 
House but I d 3  not think shoLLti make statemnts which 
a re  incorrect and misleading, I-k? has said that w(e have 
never had a windfall of this nature. I wmt to inform the 
hm, meonlxr that wc had $500,033 (Canadian) in 1953-54 
and $9.5 millioa (West Indian) in 1957 and not one penny 
w83 paid out to the agricultural wmkers. The h a .  mem- 
ber knows that an3 still he says that we have never had a 
windfall of this nature. 

hlr. MOTTLEY: It is pzrfectly all right for the hon. 
member to get that off his chest. I was saying, Sir, that 
huaan beings are  subject to change. If theysay that all the 
momy should be given to the workers, then they have some 
different outla~k. They could not honestly go to anybody 
a d  s y: "You shu ld  give the workers every cent of this 
nw~uy". A s  far as the h m  member is concerned, we have 
hill E m t i o x  in this coua~ry; a.111 I may s y that the Hon. 
Przmier anticipated me t m  early because I was going to 
refer to the Rehabilitation Fund and the Price Stabilis ation 
Fund. All of these Funds were used, and at no time was 
a.lything like this brought out in the way in which it has 
k e n  brought out. As aneconomist, the Ibn.Premier might 
want to correct me, but it is  myconsiderd opinion that the 
Governwmt will have to be a party to this m n e r  because 
if yoir make mmsy axl y o ~  chmse to give it awly, you will 
still havz to pay in:onlt? tax 0.7 it. As  a result of a good 
sugar crop and as a result of the bad winter w'hich they had 
in Europe which dsstroyed a part of the beet sugar, and 
f u r t k r  as a result of the crisis inCuba, we were left with 
more sugar to be sold in the open market than w!lat wa 
would normally have had. All of that has resulted in the 
fact that more rnoney was made for sugar. If this Go-ern- 
m~it had said that it docs not matter...,.. 

A t  this  s t a g e ,  Mr. D E P U T Y  S P F . 4 K E R  l e f t  the Chair 

and M r .  S P E A K E R  took the Chair. 

Mr, MOT'TLE Y: Mr.Speaker, Iwas sayingthat the hcm. 
me !11m can show us and, in fact, has show.1 us that we 
b v z  made more mcmey, what has been termed as a wind- 
fall, and that is the reason for this dissension of dis- 
q r  finwlt a$ to what peq& s'nould have and what they 
should not have. The Hon. Premier has been abk  to get 
the marter off his chest, but I was coming to it. The sugar 
producers made rnoney which they did not expect to make, 
and normally they would have to pay to the Governmnt 
75 ceilts in every dollar. The Governm~nt could have s t o ~ d  
out of this matter and the Trade Union would not haw been 
in tNs position. The Hon. Premier knows that I understand 
r lttle bit about the sugar Mustry in this country. If this 
present Government had said: "You are  making this rnoney 
and you are going to pay income tax on its*, there would 
not have been any sugar workers getting any of this money 
and there would not have been any Trade Union coming in. 
When you hear that money has come in, well, one man told 
me that the Queen had sent some money for them and the 
Governmeat does not wmt to give it to them. A s  a macter of 
fact, a womaa c a m  into my home and asked me if this 
windfall came as a result of the hurricane which we were 
going to have. 

This talk about a windfall is so much nonsense. When 
we maks t h e  speeches in here, we are not ruching tb 
people whom we want them to reach: the people want to 





On the other hand, I feel, Mr. Speaker, that W pod- 
Uon should be made abundantly clear. It is not for me to 
refer ic to the hon. member, but it is a question of how far 
does this matter reach. Does it reach the 35,003 agrlcul- 
tural wctrkers in this country? That is why I say to the hon. 
senior member for St. Peter that it would be well and good 
if he can get a hook up owx Rediffusion so as to kt peo- 
ple sit and listen to him aid understand an about this 
malter, because after the workers have gone to Welchman 
Hall and other places and have Uste~led to some political 
demagogue telling them that this windfall which has come 
is something to all of which they are entitled, and that if 
t k y  have wrrked for $500, they are entitled to $200 more, 
he  wuulf be the only person w k  can give them the true 
facts, As you kmw, Sir, money causes cililiren to kill 
parsnts, it c a s e s  husbands and wives to disagrw* but if 
you &I?( people of the Party and people who are trusted, the 
workers will listen to them and understand. They will say: 
"I remember all through the years he has fought our bat- 
tles and he ha3 done this for us now; he has done this now 
because he thinks this is the best way of doing ir; there- 
fore, we w i l l  have confidence in him." 

I warn the h o b  member that if he merely sits by and 
says to a few people who are agricultural workers what 
the position is, k i s  no: going toget a ~ y  w!lere with them. 
You must b e  able to mnviqce them thatthis is no windfall, 
and if this Governrnmt d~; l  not agree by way o: letting off 
income tax, i t  could not hav3 co rn  %bar  and this woilld not 
have bee.1 in tk hands of the Barbados Workers' Union. 
You must tell them that they are going to give you a por- 
tion o: it, and sei aside a poriion ol it in a fund so that 
even tWj  you wil l  have something of what Sir Ilerbert 
Greaves did for plantarion and estaie owners. I know the 
bn. senior member for St. Peter has courage; but never 
mhd however much couraze he ~I-night have, there is always 
the necessity to be cautious, Go to the people and he; them 
kiow the true facts. There are those w 5  are sa  anxious 
to get baci! into the Hou?,: ?r:cause they have no idea of 
making a livi.~g oiher.dse, mt ewn by shoving a scavzng- 
ing broom A l l  thejj wo~.ld do is to p l y  wurri all day long. 
Therefore, hon. members must remember, if a member 
W!K) has been in here and really got a wildfall, one who 
never expected to get $700or $800 a munth and then sudden- 
ly like a bolt from the bluc found himself oxside and not 
even receiving $200 a month, whas that memker would do, 
or go to the length of doing. 
6.05 p.m, 

If you remove a Minister from something like $800 
aild bring him down to a little $203 l i k e  my frhnd, the hoa. 
junior m m k r  for St. Joscpb, he would feel birter about 
it. 

Mr., SPEAKER: To which hon. meqnber for S:. Jose$ 
is the hon. member referring'! 

Mr. MOT'TLE Y: Both of them are my friends. Wnen 
we haw a windfall a ~ d  hon. members find that they have 
lost the windfall, you will find that with t k  courage of the 
greatest person, you must be careful to tell the truth; you 
must represent the workers. I have been in politics for a 
longer period than the hon. senior member for St. Peter. 
I decided that he was a coarageous man when he was wxk- 
ir4J for a pittance in Swan Street, and when he came before 
the Chamber of Commerce I thought myself that this man 
wa.9 either a madman or a fool, having regard to tix things 
which l= said before the Chamhx of Commerce. I believe 
that the bn. memkr's integrity cannot be questioned by 
aly man, but with the best of intenrions, Mr. Speaker, you 
must be cautious, Let no man fxl youthat they really want 
to start another Uiilion in this country; they just want to 
get back in here. They do not intend to do any other kind 
of work. Can you imagine, Mr. Speaker, that for nearly two 
years rnemters are out of this Chamber and they do no 
work? In America that would cause an investigatiohFor a 
man to be a member ~f this H o i  and then for two years 
he is not doing axi-fling, you will  have to investigate these 
things in order to decide how such a x r son  is living. One 
day a man said to me: 'Brother 'Motts'P I was standing 
in the Lobby of the Hwae near to the Other Place and one 
Minister said to me while he was swinging his keys in his 

hand: "Look at my limousine down there." That member 
has b e n  accustomed to a windfall; he would go around 
telling people that this windfall came your way and you are 
keeping it I have asked this qllestion: do you mean to say 
that you can carry away a million dollars like that? 

Mr. Speaker, I am supporting this Woluthn from 
the degths of my heart. h the circums;ancxs, we have a 
s h l n i ! ~  example of w!~at this situatioa can mean to the agri- 
cuhural policy of this istand. As to the Labour Welfare 
Fund, I will  show you what the people of St. Michael and 
the City and I, myself, have suffered. When it was decided 
to use this fund as  a Rural A r m t i e s  Fund, we sent in list 
after list to the last Government. W e  asked for a toilet 
and bath in Jackson, aid I am sajring that during the period 
in w'nich t b y  established that Fund not one red cent wat. 
33ex in  the hhicipality, because they felt that that would 
have given me soine kudos, It miiy be that they did some- 
L'ing in the parish of St. Josepk in fac,, they mus; have 
done something in the parish of St. Joseph because the then 
Premier represented that parish. I just say dll of this in 
order to show youhow thecity and the parish of St. Michael 
got through; not one red cent was spent down here and 
the ex-Minister of Social Services wuld always find some 
excuse. 

I have watched the hon. senior member for St. Peter 
in mmy a battle. I do no: share his political views al- 
tho~yh we are very g d  friends. I have sea him il  bank 
whan he had a brthwich sxnnms to a2pear i n  coart in 
wnnecrio;i with a political mamr or som'sthing like that, 
a.ld I became very warried because I knew the influence of 
the e.i-Prime Minister of t b  West Indies; but, thankGod, 
there was a man of courage, integrity and honesty on the 
Bench wiao was nix playing politics and who had the guts 
to dismiss the case w;dch was brought against the hon. 
senior rnemlm for St. Peter. I was glad when I saw his sup- 
porters raise him sholWer high. 

HOA J. C. TUD3R: Mr. S ~ a k e r ,  it is zue that the 
Judge w&s a mal o,C hmesry a d  integrity but the paint i s  
t ~ u t  Sir GranTley Aclarns had madeod the cotnplaint wroig- 
lye (Laughter). 

hlr. SPEAKER: That WAS the contention of my hon. 
and learned friend who apwared in the casein the learned 
Magistrare's Court 

hlr. hltOTTLEY: I believe that I was  the first person 
to tell the hon; senior member for St. Peter what would 
have happened., Sometimes he seem:? k~ wt~nder how I. 
l u e w  what would happen. I saw him when he landed back 
here o x e  and I told him exactly what he wodd meet with 
a:ld w!ut w~uld h a p m  a b a t  the Ministry. I have seen the 
hoa m3mkr survive and conquer in allof these ba,*s. 
I do box that he will take s o m  advice in this matter and 
go out to the people w'h are interested in this matter and 
whom Ehis matter must interest primarily, na.mly, the 
agricultural wxkers, and k t  them know that therehas not 
been any windfall, or that people have just brought money 
and given you. 

Mr. Speaker, I am suppor* this Resolution and I do 
bpe that all will end well for the benefit and harmony and 
udty of the people of this country as a w!lole, because 1 
setls.? thar: all is n s  well. 

Mr. CORRIN: Mr. Speaker, I heard the last s ~ a k s r  
ex?ress the wish that soine of the speeches made in tflis 
House on this Resolution today colrld bepublished through- 
out tthe w'mb island of Barbados. 
6.15 pm. 

I did not know, Sir, that such long speeches would be 
d e  by hon. members, but I am supporting this Bill be- 
cause wherever I turn througbut the Island people ask me 
about this windfall, a;~d mention the Barbados Workers' 
Union and its General Secretary. I tried to convince them 
as much as I can, but the people of Barbados, especially 
the worktng class people do mt reaU.se the use of a U k n  
or those who are in chard? of it; otherwisz they wauld 
k q  quiet. The Uri~on has to negotiate for the warkers, 



sdlve their pro!Aeins and bring bellefits to them, and wher 
the General Secraary goes before allyone to pbad a case, 
they slmuld get on their hlees itldpray !o the Mosx High tc 
direct tbe leader W bring words of consolation to those 
who are under him, and w'nenthey seehim, they should boh 
to him, He is playing one of thegreatest p a r s  in the com- 
munity of Barbadss; and as far as his ability is concerned, 
I d3 not think you would ever find a man in Barbados tc 
stand up to him ad to the principle of the General Secre- 
tary of the Union, who is the bolt senior mrnber for St, 
Peter. Mr. Speaker, since we have been fortunate to haw 
a windfall this year, the people should realise that there 
is plenty of work to be done in Barbados, and if money is 
taken out of the windfall and put asile for the benefit of 
these people aid their children, they siwuld be thankful 
to know char there is soinething k ing  kept in reserve for 
them, and not go along and use sarcastic remarks against 
their leaders. 2 I werethehon. member, I would go aromd 
and p..each the truth, because it is the truth thar sets people 
free, Why should one demand apersotltodo somthing that 
they refused to do when they had the power? That is the 
danger ~f what is existing today, and I am calling on Gov- 
e r ~ i ~ m n t  to d3 something about it. T h e . ~  people are going 
around and will cause an insar cstioa by preaching false 
doctrine and lies to pe~ple, Any Got.c;rnme8x shouW preach 
+IS truih to the people became the same wc~rds yau speak 
t d a y  ham iJ w m e  back oil you tomxow, and ar~yone w ! ~ ,  
tries to lnlsbad the people a d  c a s e  a.ly kind of insurrec - 
tion wiil fall into the gall of bitterness and into the bottom 
oi  iniquity. 

I u~derstand from the Unio11 thar there is a l@o bonus 
for the people, and there w!l' be a certah amomt kept 
back to help them with var ios  kinds of facilities which they 
naxl. Ym have to think of latrines in the rural areas and 
resort houses. You also need more roads and schools 
throughout the Island; so if the wind has blown in our fav- 
our, ar~d we have got a little more muxy, why should we 
give it all to them? These people put me in mind of the 
prodigal son who went to his father and asked him for what 
was his and l e t  h i n  go awirj. r 1s father g a a  whds 1- had 
to the son and he went to a far city and spew i L  in riotoils 
livi id and at the end of t h ~ h e  had to go and feed swine. He 
came bask naked, warn out and destizute, and the father 
ha'd to support him again; but if the father had the money 
in his hands he would have been able to clo~he him, feed 
him and protec; him. If one of the labourers fell in the 
S?-reet now, whom do you think he would call on? He would 
ask to bring an ambulance. Do you think an ambulance 
corns from a crabhob? It is bought out of the same money 
that they work fix. WIxn he gets to the hospita4 there is 
somvhere f ~ r  him to say; and who is going to attend to 
him? The lobsters oi the sea? He wiU be attended by men 
wh~) are qualified and who are paii by Government, but 
r.k G O V C ~ ~ I I ~ I ~  gets the rnorEy from the same people, 
Those wlw are going to preach s'nould thereforepreach the 
1: -11th ad not mislead the people, because tclllng lies would 
nor get them in power. There is a time for every maq snd 
if I spend my time this morning and somtbody ukss over 
in the evening, it should not matter. I do not expect t~ be 
in the House of Assembly all the days of my life, but what 
sbadd I do? Walk around and tell lies?Each person has to 
wait on the current, because the current will  not smp. 

L a x  waek, Sir, I went to St. Joseph and was surrolnwbJ 
by about 40 pwple who told m that they heard that the h- 
iou and the Government were agreeing to hold back r~lvlley 
from the~n. I explai id t k  position to them and they ac- 
cused me of misleading them, but I told them tha: the 
Union and the Gowrmmnt were negotiating and they would 
get the best. I told them thar the General Secretary was 
negotiating for them arid that the present Government was 
not going to rob them. I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, that I 
have been in this House since 1939 and have been asking the 
last Government till tears came from my eyes to do the 
roads in St. Andrew, because the poor people there have 
to head canes two or three days until they get them to t i ~  
main road, and I am sure that some of these people's toe- 
nails are as long as hooks which w i l l  trip them up in try- 
ing to get to rhe road; but the Govo,rtlment wcnt out of 
power and no roads were done. I am certail that some of 
this windfall money would heXp to give them some of these 

roads; but if you give the people all, they wil l  still cry for 
the roads, for more schools, morehouses and more facili- 
t h .  
6.25 p.m, 

Sir, what must you do? Give them a l l  and thendo what? 
I believe in fairplay. Preserve some for them. Even, Mr. 
Speaker, a battery runs on water. The generator carries 
current to the battery, and if you run your car without the 
generator motor working, you will run down the battery. 
You will find yourself pusMr~g that car all about, and L 
wodd not srart because you would not be getting any cur- 
rent. That x x e n t  is to keep tllz motor working. 

Sir, I hape that the people of this Island will look at 
the Workers' Union with a different outlook and that they 
would recognise that it is t k i r  Union, and it is their Uri- 
ion thar has caused them today to bereceiving the benefits 
which they are receiving. If the Government did not move d. 
to negotiate with the Workers' Union, or  the Workers' UI- 
ion did not negotiate with the Gowrnment, the workers 
w~uld not get a penny. Nego~iating one with the other is what 
has cam& them to know that there WAS a windfall. 

I think the workers should be satisfied with what the 
Union has 4a.x and the should >ray that we have arwtiler 
wi~ldfall in the comilw crop season. They should not speak 
agai 1st the Union or against the Government. It is not 
called for. I will not be sarisfied with any man speaking 
either aainst  a man when he is doing good or  agailst the 
Government when it is doing good. 

kk. Speaker, I have great pleasure i n  supporting this 
&sdutioIL 

Mr. YEARWOOD: Mr. Speaker, quite seriously I am 
speaking on this Resolution. I realise that most of the pm- 
ple who wark in the sugar industry have been misled as to 
the money coming here by the rise in price of our selling 
sugar to the British Governm IL. W!& in Gwmany a few 
~xks ago, I studied this macter quill: seriously and an l@ 

Assistar~r. to the Director of the Co-operative School said 
to me :hat the winter had destroyed t k i r  beet and, there- 
fore, the price of sugar i,l England wiis soaring everyday. 
I told him that I have seen that; but I wwld tell you, Mr. 
Speaker, that I would not be too sorry if the winter des- 
troysd the beet again next year, because Ican only be think- 
ing of the benefit which would again come to the people of 
Barbados. 

If there is one thfng which I would say now is that the 
peoplt: have been misled. When the people first saw in the 
newspapers t ha~  6070 of the to ia  profits would go to the 
S s ~ a p  Praducers' Assoc~ation and 40% of total prolits 
wodd go to the workers, most of i. 1s n were led to believe 
that 4010 would be their share and that is what is bringing 
all the troilble in Barbados. All along those people who 
have been cast into their coffins have been,- the peo- 
ple things, and nobody wants tohear them.They have taken 
this as something to carry back to the people and they are 
telling the peo?le that 40 per am belongs to them and the 
Gowrnment is joining wich the leader of the Unionto with- 
hold their muuey. 

It took me g r s a  pains to go all around the parish of 
St. John to tell the people what is really the true position 
as regards this windfall, Some of them have understanding, 
bu; it has been so pusbd into the mouths of a few of them 
by the dead Labour Party members, who have been all 
around and tried to mislead the people, statements to the 
contrary, that today I see no reason why legislatioil should 
not be drafted m put those people in their correct position 
where they shorn have been long ago. (A VOICE: Do you 
mean in jail?) I speak of no other place. Wkn a country 
is running as smoothly as this was runningtwo weeks ago, 
some people who coU themselves responsik people in a 
country were just going around and misleading the peopb 
and trying to agitate, them. There should bc some law to 
put those agitafors in their place. I know that it could not 
happen in many courr~les, Honestly, thepeople of Barbados 
realise that they haw the honour to do that because the 
people like to hear about money. That is t b  only reason 



why they are listening to those people. This is Christmas 
time and everybody would like some money to spend. 

Any politician who tells the people that some of this 
mney which is sponsored by the Barbados Workers' Un- 
ion and the Government should not be put into a hxl, I 
would really ask that he be banished out of Barbados, I 
lis;*md on Wednesday night to Mencea Cox speaking at a 
meeting. This is what he said. He said that in 1962, they 
had a windfall of $1 million, and $500,030 of it, t k y  allo- 
cated to the Rural Amsnitks Fund, With it they laid mains 
and put up toilets a.ld baths. But the (workers nemr knew 
one word about it. He was pressed intosaying that. At none 
of their meetings before you ever heard that. 

The hou. junior member for St. Joseph did not say 
anything of this money, He said that he did not much 
about it. That is the position. The hon. junior member for 

C St. Joseph did not commit himself becausehe r e a h e s  that 
in 1957 his party's boss,SirGrantley Arlams, said that this 
money did nat concern the workers at all and not a cent 
did they give t'hem. That is why ti,e hm. member is tryi.1,: 
to plajr ball. I-lc w s  nut spakingon this issue. He knows the 
 siti ion. In 1957, w!~n it wds $7 million, Sir Grantley 
~ d a i i  did not give them a cent. 
6.35 p.m. 

Wir) W to fight for that moliey for the wxkers to get 
that 770 ad hoc bonus? The Hon. Premier. I cannot under- 
stand what they are saying today because, out of the 
$500,000, not one toilet and bath was erected in the parish 
of St. Joseph so that the people up there could say: 'We 
enjoyed something from the windfall." The first toilet and 
bath which those people got erected wds wknthis Govern- 
melt came into p m r .  l b w  can a Gowrmennt sit  down a d  
a1lo.d people like, 0. T. Allder and hlencea Cox - of course, 
Amer wiJ.l mver get out of the business of selling; he is 
accustormi to that. 

- Mr. SPEAKER: I should like to r -mind the hen. m m -  
ber that this Reso!ution is a Reso1u:ion which asks the 
Host to approve the Statement made by the lion. Premier 
on the 5th Novemter, 1963, relating to the additional profits 
accruing to the Sugar industry in r e s w t  ofthe 1963 sugar 
crop. These additioaal profits have nothing to do with what 
Mr. AUder does. 

Mr. YEARWOOD: Nevertheless, Mr. Speaker, thelast 
Govr:rnm.lt had this counrry to run for the last 17 years 
ancl t h y  are now ashainfd. I am glad that they are walking 
abou~ telling i:e people a b a ~  this windfall; ifthis Govern- 
men was not in power, this windfall wauld not have been 
talked abut. The plantation owners are very eager to ask 
the labourers to call for all ofthis money, but in 1957 they 
did not tell the labourers to call for any money because 
*re was a co-operation between them and the then Gov- 
ernment. The more these people preach to the labourers 
about this windfall, the more the labourers will learn how 
dishonest and corrupt they were. However, Sir, instead of 
this ~iadfal l  pus-hing u s  down, it willpushthis Government 
up* 

Mx. Speaker, there is wry  littk that I can add to this 
Resol71tlon now kxause I have talked my self hoarse for two 
or  three days in trying to convince p w l e  in my parish. 
I b b v e ,  however,that a few of my constituents are yet 
goiag on with the ra~lscnse which they haveheard from the 
dead parry; bur I am sure that I have done sufficient in my 
constituency to convince them that this Fund which is being 
established is be@ established in their interest and that 
they have nothing to worry about. What worried me a few 
months ago is that one of Iny constituents told me that he 
was workhg at a phitation for over 25 years and he sus- 
tained a stroke at theplar~ta~ion and the Plantation Manager 
refused to give him one cent to maintain him. A Govern- 
ment l&e this cannot allow these conditions to exist; and 
with a fiud like this which is organized for the working 
cfosses, I am interested. I w i l l  support a fwad like this at 
any t b  that it comes about. Mr. Speaker, I have great 
pleasure in supporting this Resolution. 

Mr, COWARD: Mr. Speaksr, I wish to add my voice 
to the voices of those who have already spoken in,support 
of this Resolution. I feel that the aims and objects as set 
out in this Resol~i,lon mean wll for the sugar workers 
of thls isrcrad. I kn:nr that the sugar workers in this island 
have got the greatest condifence in the Barbados Workers' 
Union for many years and that is still so now. What has 
happened, Sir, is that the sugar workers inthis island have 
been misled by these political nuisances who are goiw 
around and trying to make mischief. In this 20th century 
this is what we wauld call an advancing age, and the a w n -  
ities of life are esselitial for one and all, If, in the 16th 
centltr], we had people with the foresight and vision of the 
Leader of the Bar3dos Workers' Union, we w o e  not have 
iiad so mrr.ly s:&ar workers today inthe Alrnshouses in the 
rural areas. As a member of the Poor Law Board for the 
past fourteen years, I say that it is very disvessing to see 
that all of these sugar workers who have been labouring for 
so many years on & plantations have not got any place to 
go except in the Alrnshouses whenthey are not able to work. 

Mr. Spea;:.sr, the move wnich is made by these political 
nuisances who are going around is :3 get more people in the 
A?mhouses, I am om of those ivno are quite willing to see 
the AIrns5ouses go out of e.&:.en:e ad thar is why I will 
supm-r this Resolutio~i. I feel that the Sugar workers 
shoulil do what Pfiaraoh of old did; that is 9 say, in the 
years of plenty he looked for a Joseph to provide for 
them in the years of famine. Ifeelthat the Barbados Work- 
ers '  Union have found a Josephin no less a person than the 
hon. senior member for S:. Peter. Withthosefew remarks 
Mr. Sxaker , I have much pleasure in supporting this Re- 
solut.ion. 

Mr. SEALEY: Mr. Speakr, I honestly did nst interd 
to say a.iy hing in com~ection wLh this Resolution, but other 
.m 1. mn l l s r s  have sxrolkd so widely and h a w t o s k d  so 
many paints that I have to associate myself with facts about 
which I kww. I hi>;( 1 am voicing the sentiments of ho L 
m m k r s  of this House and my ovn sentiments wbn I say 
that we are happy that the sugar industry is benefitting to 
the tune of about $6.7 million extra. Mr. Speaker, I feel 
that that adds favourably to the isbnd's industry, I W= 
definitely surprised to how r h t  $9.1 million have been 
k~rxAing aroud in Baslbados. I ha2pensd to deal with the 
Leader )I the Ba.-badx Wo7:kers' Union for many years; I 
happened to do work i n  my line of business for the Barb-  
dos Workers' Union and I am surethat I could never reach 
$30 in the old days. If I did get $30 as a burial fee I could 
only get it in the year after the burial. 1 would like to let 
the people of this island know that they are very fortunate 
in having a man like the Leader of the Barbados Workers' 
Union. You expect a man to do well in the field of his choice 
a.~d I can truly say that the hon. member has done we l l  in 
the field of his choice. I have  do!^ w o r ~  for the Rarbadas 
Woricxs' Urn)li, as I have alredy said, and it comforting 
w know xhas as soon as you send in your application, your 
fees w i l l  be nor bnally and promptly paid whatever they are. 
k that not a p r o x r  leader? 
6-43 ?.m. 

I oAy hope that God Almighty will spare his life to lead 
these people, because those people who are now on the out- 
side looking in are destructive and are like a drowning rat 
that is catching at a feather. They should remenber that 
they spent $31 millioti on building the Dcep Water Harbour 
a d  put 1,700 nardworking waterfront men out of work. I 
know Y certain gentleman who could have been living today 
if the East Coast Road iisd been built ten or twelve years 
ago, and the Progressive Bank doors would have been 
opened today. I know, Sir, that this handsome sum wi l l  be 
distributed between the workers who have given of their 
flesh and blood for many years. They have contributed to 
the island's wealth; but they should pulloff their hats to the 
Secretary of the Barbados Workers' Union. T k  workers 
wiLl get $1.5 million out of $2.6 million. which is quite 
reasonable. In my line of business. Mr. SpeGx, I throw 
myself between all kinds of workers and Iknow :hme cane 
cutters and cane loaders, and Iarnsure that not one of them 
cm sit down any day and eat a comfortable meal for a dol- 



lar and draw $30 or $40 at the end of the week; but I feel 
that any h~rdworking man who has to do sweat labour from 
4 o'clock in the morning until6 o'clock in the evening should 
be able to sit down and eat a comfortable meal each day 
and still carry home something. This money willbe divided 
among these workers at Christmas time and I am sure 
they are going to spend it Not one of them is going to put 
this money on the bank, and as a result part of it must 
come back to the Go~rnrnent.  1 am therefore supporting 
this Resolution 10C%. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I n e w  expected this Reso- 
lution would have taken so much time. My only regret in 
speaking on this Resolution, Sir, is that the Rules do not 
permit me to call the hon. junior member for St. John by 
his real name, but I will do so outside. I respect the Rules, 
but I have never heard so much nonsense in my political 
life. 

Jhfore going further, Sir, l am going to support this 
Resolution. (h ear! h ear!) I will always support a Resolu- 
tion which seeks to help workers. I cannot shed my skin. I 
cannot say that I am on the side of the worker today, and 
then tonight or tomorrow say somethingelse. Ihaw sacri- 
ficed myself for workers; but I have heard some speeches 
here today and my regret is that the RI&% debar me from 
replying to them. Ever- is nice today, but anyone who 
knows me politically or otherwise knows that I am on the 
side of the workers, honestly and conscientioaly, and no 
promises can move me. 

Now, Sir, the Resolution reads as follows I 

"BE IT RESOLVED that this House approve thestate- 
ment made by the Honourable Premier on the 5th Novem- 
ber, 1963, relating to the additional profits accruing to the 
Sugar Industry in r e s m t  of the 1963 sugar crop." 

Paragraph 3 of the Staoernent states that details of the 
purposes for which the income and capital of this fund will 
be appropriated are being worked out, and the Legislature 
will be requested to enact the necessary legislationto give 
effect to this part of the agreement. 

The Government, I take it, will be coming to this House 
to set out the purposes, and I have no fear or doubts about 
the purposes whatsoever. 1 am [lot ulhappy about the money 
either, because the money will be there for the benefit of 
the workers, ad no one can take itfor himself or carry it 
elsewhere. The workers may not get the money today, but 
they wi l l  get it tomorrow; so I have no fear at all relatiw 
to the money, andthel~ngeritstays~the rnore interest w i l l  
accrue to it. I have no fear that the workers wi l l  be robbed 
of anything, and if there was not something at the back of 
it to benefit the workers, I do not think it would be here at 
all or that the Government would have taken such a stand. 
6.55 pm. 

I am wnvlnesd that a l l  is well  as far as the mney is 
concerned. I havs no fear about that because ttam as 
some psople who really do not know the set-up; tbdora, 
one would say or  m y  SW: 'Well, lwould like my 
Do not tell me that that person for one moment is not 
in speaking his mind, but it is that those persons must be, 
co1vinced and must be told the facts. That is all you have 
todo, asfarasIcansee.ItisnotasbadasIhearsom 
hn.  members trying to make it out. All you must do is to 
try to convince those people, and I am sure that they will 
be easy to be convinced. 

Now, Sir, the Hon. Minister of SocialServices referred 
to the Agricultural Bank and he said that it was through 
the foresight of Sir Herbert Greaves that the Sugar Indus- 
try Agricultural Bank was establis'ned and thernoney came 
from a grant which was made by the British Goverilment 
at that time. Well, the Hon. Minister was not born yet, and 
at that time the people who were responsible for the grant 
were thinking more in terms of the owners and helping 
them to save their plantations from being sold out and 
helping them to work them, rnore so than they were thhking 
of the workers. They were thinkkg in terms of helping 
those particular persons because it is only up to about the 

last ten o thirty years that you used to hear plantations 
going into Chancery and people losing their plantations. It 
used to be so at that time and the British Government had 
to step in and save the situation. If they were so much on 
the side of the worker and had g i e n  this grant to help the 
workers more so than the plantation owners, the workers 
would not have to live inaone-roomrented house, in some 
cases a trash house, and in some cases nowbere at all, 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARIX: Mr. Speaker, if I may just 
interrupt the hon. junior member for St. Joseph on a point 
of order, I just wdnt to say that I did not try to make out a 
case that the establishment of the Sugar Industry Agricul- 
tural Bank was for the benefit of the worker. What I tried 
to point out was that just as there was farsightedness at 
that time, in the establishment of that bank for plantation 
owners, there is farsightedness now in the establishment 
of this fund for the benefit of thepresent and future workers 
in the sugar industry. I did not say that this bank was es- 
tabliskd for the workers. I said that that bank served its 
purpose and it was farsightedness in the establishment of 
that bank. 

M. SPEAKER: The point is duly made. 

Mr. SMlTH: Sir, I did not accuse him of saying that it 
was for the benefit of the worker. I said that he did not 
know of it a; that t h .  The Hon. Minister went on to say 
that housbg is not up to expectations. That is a fact be- 
cause up to now people in this country, some of them, are 
living in dilapidated houses, more so now thaneven before. 
It is to be noted that every time people go to the kbusing 
Aabri ty ,  they are turned around and the real answer to 
the problem up there is that the I-busing Auihority does not 
haw any mvney., There are peqle  who go up there, with 
money and with the necessary qualifications, but the Housing 
Authority today is not in a position to help those pwpk 
with houses. The Hon. Minister said that the amount of 
money which the Government has turrled over to this fund, 
4(Plo, would have gone to the Government by way of income 
tax. W 

k b n .  A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, I rise again on 
a point of order. I did not say that 4flo of this momy would 
haw gone to the Government, I said that the Government 
was entitled to 4010 of the entire profits which would mean 
that 40% of the $6.7 million whichis about the sum granted 
to the workers, and Isaid theonlyperson who woukl be ex- 
periencing a loss would be the same Gowrnment in that it 
did not receive the amount of nwney inincome tax but was 
generous enough to allow that money to go to the workers. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, it means the sarrie thing. The 
Government is very generous to give up their part. That is 
very nice of the Government. In other words, he wants to 
make the workers feel that the whole of that a m m t  did not 
belong to them, wtien in trutha:ld in fact, if the Government 
had taken its share, the amomt would be Less. What is the 
use of your giving that amount W to the workers and allow- 
ing the Housing Authority to be there and not being able to 
carry out the projects which it is thereto carry out due to 
the lack of funds? I have been told t h a t  The fund up there 
belongs to the workers. Rather than your giving it away, 
so to speak, to the establishmnt of this h ~ d ,  the Gov- 
ernment should have taken its 4%, or  wllatever it is, and 
turmd that money over to the Housing Authority, so as to 
let them s?art and build the necessary houses for the peo- 
ple. I am sure that there are more than six people whom I 
know who have the necessary mney and who have been to 
the Housing Authority and the Housing Authority cannoteven 
take an instalment of their mney becausethey cannot sup- 
ply the houses. I know of a man in St. Joseph whose house 
got burnt down and he tried and accumulated an amount of 
money, $200. to get himself a house; and when he went to 
the Housing Authority they told him that they were receiving 
IKI more mooey, However, they did help himotherwise with 
a second-hand house because, literally speaking, he was 
at the door. If the Housing Authority is so pressed, you 
would not be harming the workers and would not ba inter- 
fering with the fund if you had taken your 4@ and given 
it to the Housing Authority; you will  be only a yours. 
It would not be the workers* own, and you woukl not be 



accused of taking momy a d  helping t k  workers by buUitlg 
houses because you will be taking money which W n g s  to 
the Government by way of income tax,Now, you have given 
it away and the Housing Authority caniiot function. I do not 
know wha they are going to do with that Department. AU 
that they are doing up there is paying salaries. Nothing is 
being do= as regards the real work which should be done 
by that Authority because them is nothing in the till. 

Hon. A, DaC. EDWARIXi: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a 
point of order. The hon. junior member for S t  Joseph has 
said that all that is teing done by the Housing Authority is 
paying salaries. I beg to disagree. That is not so. Even now 
the Housirg Authority is sriUbuildingbuses and maintain- 
ing houses and they are stin advancing bans. 
7.,05 p.m. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, if the Hon. Minister is m, 
thcy are telling lies up there and they have told me Iles 
also. There is some lying somewhere. 1 went there with a 
person wbo had the money to buy a house, and they could 
not take the moaey because they did not have the amount of 
money to lend for the purchase of the house and now, the 
hon member is =]ling me that they are still lending 
money I They are stin functioning, but they are not function- 
ing with the speed with which they should function. 

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARJX: On a point of order. If I may 
interrupt the hon. me,nher again, I should like to say that 
even last Wednesday morning the IJousing Authority took 
on painters, If t k y  were not doing anything, would they be 
employing masons, carpenters and painters? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I should like to inform the Hon. Minis- 
ter that the rnaLter of apointoforder does not really arise 
in that way. 

Mr. SMlTII: Mr. Speaker, I would be glaJ if you WO& 

rule on the Minister because every minute he is getting up 
on a p in t  of order and he is completely out of order. I am 
saying what I know. There are people who went to the 
Hausing Authority ancl had to lea* the yard; they had the 
cash mowy to make the necessary deposit and t h y  could 
not $et a house because the Housing Autharitydid rut have 
the necessary a:nount. Mr. Speaker, if they are taking on 
pdnfers, it may be that they are usirlg too much paint 
(Laughter). 

Mr. BATSON: On a point of order. What the hon. mem- 
ber is mixed up with is thatthetlousing Authority is work- 
ing on those applications which were sent in for over three 
years. The instance which the hos  member Ss giving may 
be thar of someme who is now going in to the Homing 
Authority for the first time, 

Mr. SMITH: That is not a point of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is t k  subject-matter of a speech 
The hon, se:lior member for St. Thornas has not yet spoken 
on thla Rtsolutiar and. of course, he is fullyendlcdto 

on it 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I am not lying or f o o w  
anybody; I am saying that if this Government is so generous 
as to give up a certain amount of mowy, the Housing Autbo- 
rity can do with it. You wi l l  not thereby be hannirq the 
workers because the Barbados Workers* Union is there for 
tkm; you want to put up s o m  money and help those peopk 
who want houses. A w o m ~  from Cane Garden w e ~ x  to me 
and she was crying; she wanted a house. Another one went 
to me from St. Thornas and she told me: 'I am not going 
back to the &us@ Authority because they are turn- me 
around so much and you have to wait for so bngee I took 
up the telephone to ring up the Housing Authority but she 
told me not to worry to do that This woman said that she 
w6nt to the hon. senior member for St. Thornas about ten 
months ago; I do not kmw if he took any action because I 
sent her to him first. I told b r  that if the bon. member 
friled to help her, I would try my best for her. That is what 
I do with all of these people. U a mather does not concern 
my constituency, I do not take the first step. I do not mind 

the hanky-panky excuses which tk hon. meinker is making, 
we must go about this matter in the right way. It is a good 
thingtobuildIp,thisfund. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not want hon. members to feel that I 
am not in favour of this Resolution; I am supponia3 the Re- 
s o b t k q  but a pan  of it is the Government, and if a Gov- 
ernment Department cannot find the necessary funds to 
kip these same workers, by a l l  means you should take that 
amount and start themoff withit.Thehon. member has re- 
ferred to the fact that there are houses which are not up 
to standnrd, and it does secm to m that thcrc are mere 
persons who are in need of houses than wbcn tky first 
started to assist in providing &m, because everybody 
wants to get fntohisownhome,Inorder to get into the good 
books of the Barbados W o r k s *  Union and make the Union 
fed that they like them so much, they have tmmd in their 
part and they haw kept the Housing Auhri ty up there lack- 
ing. Mr. Speakex, I am on tb side of the workers; & them 
bok for more money and vest it in the Housing Authority 
and do not expect the Housiog Autbrity to het! itself; let 
them see that the mo~ey is beLg repaid so that the fund 
wiU be revolving. When people have to wait  wXiI  others 
corn in with mobiey s2 that they can be hebed, then things 
wi l l  be very slow, It w i l l  take a lot of people paying at 
$5 a month to help a hundred persons. 

Mr. Speaker, I did not ask the Manager; as a matter of 
fact, I could not be so rude as to ask him; but they should 
apply to the Govamment for more money so as to help this 
fund. If I an running a business today, I cannot wait until 
my customers come intopay rnesothat 1 can pay for goods 
because at the same tim whenIam waiting for this money 
f ron  the customers, the rain may be f a l b g  and I may not 
he able to get out of my business premises. The Housing 
Authority should be put in a financial position again so 
that it will be able to carry out its work and not retard 
p r o p s s  because the people are suffering for the want 
of their houses. 
7.15 pm. 

As I said, Sir, I am entirely in agreeagreement with the 
principle of this Resolution. It is stated that Idslation is 
not ready, and it is possiblethat the Bill may wm down in 
such a nice way that I may not have to say a word. On the 
other hand, it may come in such a way that I may haw to 
talk. Any Labourite S-nould be in favour of anything that is 
for the benefit of the workers. This is not a Party iswe ar 
a Q  this is not .for vote catching; this is representing the 
poor peaple and trying to help tbern, Mr, Speakm, neither 
one of the M_Inisters nor anybody else can accuse me of 
being an llnempbyablei but the Ilor4MLrlister must r emm-  
ber that he is a Minister of the Queen and must set an 
example in replying and should not rek to people as un- 
employables or nitwit politicians. He must bave that for a 
backbencher. The name of Minister is sufficient and he 
must respect the tit&% 

Mr. SPEAKER: It implies that he should bein the pul- 
pit. 

Mr. HDISeH: Mr. Speaker, in rising to support this 
Resolution, I baf as happy and comfortable as when 1 de- 
f ed& a Rcsohtiou of a similar nature wkn  I becam a 
Vstry.nan. I am wonderin& howmr,  about some of the 
remarks I bwd from the different speakers on this Re- 
solutioit This Rhsohtthn deals with the money which has 
come from the windfall, and 1 have heard mrnbers trying 
to describe what is a windfall, Isupposethis has only been 
said tonight because the figure is very high, $6.7 million. 
W b n  the Labour Welfare Fund was opened and the details 
came to the Vestry, the Vestrymen then were very much 
against it. They felt that the m.xy shukl be shared amung 
the peopk, but another Vestryman and rnpeff supported 
the idea of forming a Housiqg Bovd suxl establishiag a 
Housi.lg Authority, tlmerefore tonight I could do m othcr 
than support this Resolution, What has got rrrebaten is tk 
different speeches I have heard about roads and things of 
fhar sort; but as far as I understand it, this money win be 
controlled by five members nominated by tbt Barbados 
Workars* &km, and a sum of approximPtle]y $1.6 million 



will be paid into this Fmd for the use and benefit of the 
workers in the industry, and t b s e  set outin the Statement 
are workers employed on Sugar Esrates, workers em- 
ployed in or about Sugar Factories, workers employed by 
Sugar T r a ~ s w r t  Limited, woskers employ& by Sugar 
Ter~nimls Limited and workers employed by Molasses 
Terminals Limited, and legislation w i l l  come down as to 
how it w i l l  be controlled for the good of the workers. I 
personally will wait and see how that money wil l  be allo- 
cared, but hon. me'nbers have been talking about doing 
roads. I do not expect this money will  be used to do public 
roads or build baths or things of that nature, and I wonder 
if I have read lt correctly. If this money is for the pur- 
poses set out in the Statement, I arm very glaLi to see it. I 
cannot undersrand why hon. meinbers melt off into such a 
channel about r o d s  and such things, becagse those things 
come froin other sources like the Labour Welfare Fund, 
the Price Stabilization Fund and the Rehabilitatio~ Fund; 
so I am waiting to see exactly w!mt will be proposed for 
using this money for the sagar workers. 

Now there are lots of people who are employed in the 
sugar industry seasonally and then retire; there are field 
workers who remain field workers all the days of their 
lives, and there are people w'no migrate from the rural 
districts and go into the urban dlsrrics; so it is a very 
wide thing. I do hope thar ewry-thing will be done properly 
a?d i n  such a nice mamer  ha^ i n  furure that pan ic lhr  
fuad be built up a ~ d  such interzs: accrue to it thar all 
the people employed in the sugar industry willprofit by it. 
No-# I haw heard a w!wb lot aboat people going around 
and saying this, that and t'm oeher, but I w s  ta&c that 
if you hear a staterneilt and do not want to say anything 
about it, just go on as you are, therefore, I am touching 
none of those things Ihaveheard heretonight. There is one 
thing I want to say and it is this: I really know that s o m  
of the workers moving around in my parish and other 
places haw got a mind thathar they should get a greater por- 
tion and the rest s:?ollY go to the Fund. That is to say, 
if you are taki ig four aad giving them t m, they feel t h a ~  
yaa silo~lkl be taking tws a;nl giving them four; but I just 
use t h a ~  numbzr as an example to explain whar I have heard. 
This idea is permeating the minds of many workers in my 
area, but I have not travelled aromd very much to know 
what is the general feeling. I am supporting this Resolution, 
but I want to make it clear that some of the speeches I have 
heard here tonight make me beliew that this money i s  
going to do what the other Funds aredoing. I never under- 
stood it that way, With $1.7 million going to ;hat Futd a d  
it is properly handled, I klow in years to come what it will 
tnea'l. I do not think there is anymearou~ld this Table who 
can talk a b ~ t  plantation workers mure thal I can. I klew 
c'nem from the early days when thehigheszpay w a s  l/- for 
a mm and 20 cents for a fernab to cut canes, I know how 
t'he s*qa.r industry has risen, a?d it has done so under the 
leadership of a very nobb gentkmax who is still living 
in the Island of Barbados. I have watched it carefully 
through my life and I know it. When this production bonus 
first c a m  about, I can tell you what some planters did. 
7.25 pm. 

There was no established law., and U the labourers did 
mything, when it cane  to Christmas time, they wolld say 
that it was going towards the R d  Cross and the labourers 
never got it. You thought that it went into that Fund. There- 
fore, when I hear hon.membrs speakingofthe agriculture 
workers it was with much pleasure that I sat and listened 
to them. I, Sir, can talk on this matter until two or three 
o'clock tomorrow morning, but I want this point clearly 
understood. As regards the speeches which I have heard, 
the people were talking as if this money is for rural 
amnities, for the rehabilitation of busing and all of those 
things. In the parish of St. Jarnes, we have got one bath 
and toikts from the Rural Amenities Fund in each of the 
districts of Halls Village, Thorpes and Weston, and now 
Pap= Bay is getting one. All have come from the Rural 
Amnities Fund. I am surprised to hear hon. members 
saying that they do not know about this and that. 

Mr. Speaker, with these few remarks, I am going to 
support this Resolution and I am going to wait and see how 
this money is going to be spent. I am not going to speak 

as s o m  Barbadians and say that so many Canadian dollars 
haw come and where have they gone. It was not given to 
the labourers: but things were so bad in those days - 
housing and playing fields, but to take sornethingout of the 
context and stop there is not right. With these few remarks, 
I beg to support thiS Resolution. (Cheers). 

Mr. CARMICHAEL: Sireinas muchas Ihad the honour 
for a greater part of this debate to be in your position, it 
was not my intention to say anything on this Resolution. 
However, I am forced to say something although it will be 
very short. I would almust say irresistibIyforced, bearing 
in mind a l l  that I k a r d  king said throughout this country 
on this matter. I would say that with all the malice which 
has been imputed to the Government and to the Barbados 
Workers ' Union ow?r this fund, it is extremely gratifying 
that this Chamber as a whole with uncompromising frank- 
ness has supported this Resolution. I am hoping and expect- 
ing what is going to be the reaction throughout the country * 
after this Ibuss rises tonight. 

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Speaker, I think it is u?necasary 
for me to speak much on this &.solution in that all hon, 
members of this Charnkr hamexercised their democratic 
right; but I am very much surprised toniglit, to some ex- 
tent, to see some hon. members of this Chamber speaking 
in t'm vein in which they havespoken after having received 
reports from various public n~et ings where some memo 
bers on public platforms have gone beyond the limit of 
understanding and have interpreted to the workers of the 
Island that they should call for all of the money. 

Several workers appr~ached me in  connection with this 
mowy, a.Id I have been able in some measure to convince 
them t?lat it would be impracticable for them to have all 
this mowy at olle time. I have told them that in the pro- 
cess of tirm workers would be eligible and reaJy and fit 
for the remainder of t k  rnoney which is given them, and 
that they in the future would yet be deriving benefit from 
the remainder of the money which they would not be given 
at the outset. 

I am told that some speakers on public platforms are 
trying to arouse a mass dernunstration of workers against 
the Barbados Workers' Urljoo. Some wwkers have told me 
that there is a plan afoot where a mass demonstration wuld 
be klci a~d thosu, wurkers will be rnarchhg to the Barbados 
Workers' Union and demanding all of this mcney. I hope 
some hon. members would be able to convince members of 
this Party that it has come to the knowledge of the Gov- 
ernment that this plot is being organised. 

I am happy tonight to see that all hon. members of this 
Chamber are going to vote unanimously in favour of this 
Resolution; therefore, t k  hob senior member for St. Peter 
would have to be corn~wi~ded very highly for having intro- 
duced this Resolutionon this important occasion. Ialso hope 
that all the reprsentatives of the people in this Chamber 
would go into their vdrious cons:ituencies and try to en- 
lighten the people on this matter because they are being 
misled. I feel that the Barbados Workers' Union has been 
working wholeheartedly in the interest of the workers of this 
Island and the Union has a capable General Secretary; 
therefore, it has nothing to, fear. I cannot see how some 
me nbers of this House can really go on public platforms 
and try to give a different interpretation to the wi~rkers a s  
to the true establishment of this fund. I am sive that when 
the workers hear the truth, they would appreciate what is 
behg done on their behalf and they would corn  to realise 
that some of these politicians have misled them, and only 
did so in order to find work for themselves, as one hon. 
member who spoke reminded hon. members. I am in 
sympathy with those politicians and I am sorry that I can- 
not employ some of them I think that they are wry  great 
propogandbts; and if they a;?propriated their time to teach- 
ing, with proper tuition, they may be able to help some of 
the workers whoseem 11ot so disposed to become convinced 
on things pertaining to their welfare. 
7.35 p.m 

Again, Sir, I notice that there i s  adivision in the ranks 
of the Barbados Labour Party and it is a commendable 



division in that It is nowrgoiogto reform LIE thhking of the 
party compbely. I now believe that all the rneinbers of the 
BUM,% Labour Party are thinking in terms of the,, 

Mr. SPEAKER: I was just giving the hon. member a 
little more latitude in order to see where he wouId go. I do 
not differ from the hon. junior member for St. Joseph 

Mr. BATSON: All I am saying, Sir, is that the Borba- 
dos Labour Party is saying one thing on the platform and 
members of that Party in this Charntcr are saying some- 
thitag else. What this Resohtion expresses is w!m the 
workers are mostly in need 6. If we m advancing, and 
advane we must, m will have to Ict the workers know 
what wc stand for. I WHS wry  rn~cii impressed with the 
spexl~ of the ~ I L  member; he was wry firm ill his dc- 
liberations; a113 1 am sure that if that speech could have 
been recorded a d  relayed throughout the island, then much 
of the damage which is bhg devised now would not have 
any wt. I also feel that the mmbers of the hrba jos  
Labour Party who are now present in this House w i l l  bc 
able to return to their Headquarters and convey the deep 
sentiments of hon. members of this Chamber for the atti- 
tude which has k e n  taken tow by some members of 
that Party, I feelthat ~heh)~i .  junior rwnbe.- for St. Joseph 
is a wry strong speaker o~ipuhlicplatfor~ns, uxl therefore 
from tonight the workers wi !l know w!lich Unim they should 
joi~.  They will know wilich Uricj i to jo!n because s o m  
rnembrs of the corn1 nullity are abut  to eaablish a Unjon 
a d  they are going around the island trying to m k t  m m -  
bers on the pretext that they are working on behalf of the 
workers. The workers wi l l  now know which is the right 
Labour Party to listen to a d  rely on. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will ttre hob s8nbt m m b u  for St. 
Thornas keep to the Resolution which if Wore us? It is a 
Resolution aski 13 :he I busc to ayyruve fhi, Statecnw' made " by iiw thn. Premier oa the 5th Nowink', 1933, rebthg 
to the rMitiond proiits accrui I& to the sugar idusrry in 
respect of the 1363 sugar crop. 

Mr. BATWN: I t h i l l k  that hon. ~ q l l c : r . ~  ofthis Cham-• 
ber have touihzd a3l the salient points of this Resol~tioa, 
and I would just l ike to say finally rhat the hos junior 
rwmber for St. Joseph has done a wmierful job in here 
tonight; he has done quite a different job from that of his 
Lcader on the soap box. He has tonight, cvnvfnad the 
gallery,.,. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Oh, No! No l 

Mr. BATSON: He has convinced tb bum tiut of t b  
two Labour Parties the public willknow whichone W &ten 
to. What I do k;nw is t b  thepeoL>le wiU listen to the party 
w!dch is really repr-senting rhem, and ,wi the one drtch is 
t ry i~y  to m i s k d  them, 

Mr, SPEAKER: Is there any oher  bn,  member w l r ~  
has nor spken on this Resolution so far anJ who de.slm 
to make his co~~tributioo to thb discussim? ( 4 fter a pau s a), 
There does not seem to be any such member and now tha 
bit scntx member for SK. Peter cansxercimhis right uf 
reply, if h desires to do so. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, I must thank Your 
Honour md his Honour the WutySpeaker for the courtesy 
which has been given to me in permitting me to deal with 
this nputer at comparatiwly short notice. I also want to 
thank all hon. members Lr the support which they have 
given to this Resolution a d  I must thank t b m  for som 
of tb k i d  Lhings whish they have said about me awl about 
my or&anization. I would, hnuewr, Lka to state that I do 
not ras~r.J this matter as  a personal matter, as I saii 
before, btcause it is a matber which has the whob support 
of the Barbados Workers* Unton, its Executive and its 
branch,  I was at pains to point outthe Gnsdtution of tb 
Union so  that hon. members w i n b  aware of whu the Con- 
stitution is. I am very sorry that I could not hbar all  the 
spmcka of hon. members so that I could cbu rp any 
mlscoacsptlons which they might have had .bout this mat- 

ter. I have endeavoured to distribute r copy of the Ulion's 
prquvUlw of thfs maner uld Jsorco~oftheschcmc 
sothnkm.mmbcrs would see that it b aot r s chm 
which is a i d  at any members of the Barbados Workers' 
Union only, I an sorry that my mlleagw is llot here, be- 
cause I do n x  like to reply behind mybody's back, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. rnelnhcr referring to the 
bun. junior member for St. P a e r ?  

Mr. WALCOTT: Yes, Sir. The hon. member spoke 
about persuasion and dissension, and he said that persuasion 
does not work by force, thereby insinuating that this is a 
matter which was done by f o r a  Ido not think that the hon. 
member was in the Chambsr early bracause he wwkl not 
haw made any speech about dissmion a.d persuasion. It 
is not the duty of the Barbados Workers ' Union to persuade 
m p l e  as to what the Uruon has done. T k  Barbados 
Worksfs* U r l m  or aTrade Union as a collstituted body., has 
IWE gccr to be cm! bus, as the hoit senior melTlbcr for the 
City asled me to be. Ifwehad to demxl on m p l e  who 
are not melnbers of h U I ~ I  there would not be any 
~ e e ; n e l i r  at all, becase the employers not discuss 
moners with non-Lhion mmbers, The folly of my col- 
kagwes remarks has bsen shown up in his speech wlm 
he made certain remarks a b ~ t  tk Hospital. He referred 
to the fact that the Government had us& some of the 
Labour Welfare Fund for the erection of the Hospifsl; but 
he has forgotten that wbn  mu!llcy is to he used in this wujr , 
the Ehrbadloa Workers' Unionhias to bs co11~uhsd.We have 
to reply to the Govsrnmetri now in relaricil to same of the 
mmy ~ f 1 i 4 1  is  going to be used from w e  of the Fuuds, 
7, 4.5 p.m 

W e  do not haw to go aroad.Wlryi~ it thar, tbe Barba- 
iios Workere' Union can be e2cpecied to speak for the 
Workers inmrtatn rnmers a d  in o*br  yousay tbc work- 
ers are going to speak for t h m s t l w ?  W i n  there is an 
I.L.O. Conkrrsnce, do yau think 1 have to walk aroltild the 
Ls1a.d and ask wwkers whether thay think I shouM go? 
The fact is that we are operating in a functional Trade 
Union, and Bwbados has a functional division for agricul- 
tural and sugar workrs  in this &W: so w e  do not !me 
to go and a3k the worloers. What we are do@ is what we 
have aurlwrity to do. If members are misled into b e b i o g  
that the Ba~bados Workers* W.on is  ambulous a x i  mmr- 
phous Wj that only speaks for che workers on ocl:askns, 
I will say ihar this Is not so iud we have the right w d%ide 
wtlar is besc to do. U we do not haw the right to represent 
wor'cers, then we do u ~ t  have rhe right to negotiaoc; and 
therefore I s'tlould e m p h i s e  that the fact that you are ne- 
gotiating w agreemelt means you cannot negotiaoeinparl. 
There cannot be a part in which we can act on behalf of 
workers, and then a part in wtlch the workers have the 
right to say they do not want thatport If we have the right 
to negotiate, m haw it to negotiate thoroughly. If l have 
to -L the Leader of tlu. Oppusitbnonbdxdf of the work- 
ers, t h y  could not expect m to negotiate in part, that is 
to say rhac we mgoc ism for wages, but kave them s, decide 
ImUday wiii-~ pay. or we ne$utinte holiday -withpay and they 
decide what should be the Provident Fund, The fact that oile 
hon, member m1 I a ioned the Hospital shows that we are in 
a position to speak on beWf of the sugar workers in a 
national matter, and we did mt have to hold a referendum 
to decide wtletker you wuLd ust $!2 1/2 million to help 
construct the Hospital, We felt it was in tb irrrerest of 
workers, and we used it. That has been used by the m m -  
bers of tbe last Government who reqmacd us to do it, and 
now they are using that as some arm against us. 

Mr. Speaker, the Hon. W e r  of the Opposition said 
that we shoulil let the people know Iwould say that in these 
rnaiters y w  haw to let people know what you propose, no 
matter how laudable the scfisme is, so that rhey are satis- 
fied. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Sperrksr, on A point of order, I 
think the hon. member has ulpen what Isaid out of the con- 
tan. He must have written down what I said before when 
I said rhat tbre was a tremendous bt of mischief go- 
around, end I made it c l u r  that be shorn be caldious. I 
say W that I dcprecobsd tb idto that t b  sp&ch which he 
mode was not broadcast throughouttb Island so that every- 



body C O ~ M  know tbe real f aa s  rather than let them l i s t e n  
to what was  being told to them about the situation. I do not 
wdnt you to take it out of the conten that I w e  saying to 
het the people kmw as if you did not allow them ta l ~ ~ o i ~ ,  
but thar wac wr.3 happe,ling was that people were being tok 
througholit the IsS~rid a story thar would be gdtible, 

Mr. SPEACSR: I am afraid iF that is a point of order, 
it is not being very conchely made. 

Mr. MOTTLEY: l just W&-& tha bn. rwnlxr  to get 
what I said clearly., 

Mr, WALCOTF: Iamrlot try@ totakew!iat he said out 
of the co?text, Mr. Speaker, but Iwlntto remoE the mis- 
conception if there is say doubt that the workers of this 
coontry are not aware of the situation. I believe what hon. 
members of this I-buse arc aware of is that they have read 
the newspaper, but the Trade Union does not regard it as a 
m e a s w y  mint to publisn in a newspaper whenever it is 
g o i ~  to hnXd mesings; ad h e  fact that the others &o 
hold meeings ;irz puhlisiaed in tk paper a d  hw. me~n- 
'uers C&? rea.l the Repms gives theimpo:ssionthat mrc 
is being sa id  abul this matter than what is actually said. 
W e  havs kept wxings ou this macer in  every parish i n  
this i s h d  slxe this marter has been a i d ,  but w e  have 
reached the s r w  ill our own thinking w!lere we are not 
running behind anyone. We are aware of the philosophy of 
the persons doing this. They are waiting until the Govern- 
ment makes a mistake,' because that is their philosophy, 
and they had the idea that this was a mistPke, and therefore 
as s w h  they should come a d  ride on that nibtake. No 
mis, ake was nadc, but we w i z  riot afraid o: facirlg this 
matoer whGntbtknecame.As aTrade Unionwe rnetthe 
Go-~~,nlmelt, arid the Govarnm~~i agreed thar wlla: we 
were proposing was not hi^ y undcr+l~:id, Wc were not going 
to 'h Govsrilmrrlt with aly political gi nlnick; we were not 
going io thtrn w2h a.lythhg wich a view to bring d s m  che 
Go-,ernlnen~ we went to the Gowmrxmt because we could 
not implement this wfthout legislative sanciion. U it could 
have bee11 implemented without legislative sanction, not a 
word woukl have been heard about this, becaue it would 
have been done in the Union; but they are using this now as 
a means of getting vow. I should like hon. memhers w!m 
spoke on this to erase from their mhds any qiles-ion that 
thc workers were not fully idarbned, I w w i d  say hon, 
minbei-s d this Chamher ehar forrunaiely for the UrLion WC: 

I1a.m a wry eEficknt ~lmiristration both ax kdq , ia r te rs  
and thro~lghout this cooltry, axl without bas:ing, I would 
say that it t a b  more than getting on a platform to defeat 
the Union in an iss-m like this. W e  are aware that anyox 
w!m says he wants I I K ~ ~ O ~  allof t k  tm~riey would only have 
a temporary appeal, but we have to negotiate for the wor- 
kers; we have to negotiate next year and we know what 
plans we  haw and w'm our proposals are, and we have met 
people and discussed them. We have kept meaings and m 
hare mgbnd councils oY over the Island, and w e  have 
mm workers on a m ~ 5 1  differm basis from &U poi Z ~ S ,  W e  
are msgfas workers with a positive programme; we have 
orgaalsers i n  the field, ad we would not be worth our salt 
if we at this stage of our exismce had to be following 
s o m m  around deeping mcings,  

Wiar hoa, members do not kmw, Mr. Speaker, h the 
reaction which has been coming from some of the meetings 
they have been holding and relyingon the propaganda in the 
newspaper. I cm tell you thp in certain areas where t k y  
have ban, they have positively been rejected: but they still 
persist in these things. I left here last Tuesday night and 
went to Elknon,  St. George, but the viciotlsness of this 
camnpa&n is not the vi;iousness of thepeople, but t k  vici- 
ousness d the public orgaas that can in Barbados vivify 
people old slander them to the highest, and people a-e 
afraid of some of them ort the guise that there is nothi?g to 
sxue for. My organisaria1 is not a menher of that school, 
nor am I, W e  are prepard to take all the forces of l a w  to 
deal wid-~ any person who offends or slanders us, because 
that is the only way you can put people in their places. 

With rsgard to the point raised by the hon. junior m m -  
tier for St. Joseph, I wait to tell- hon. member that s o m  
of the employers wanted to indicate to the Union how we 

were to distribute this rnomy, but wesaid it  was gross im- 
pertinence on the part of the employers to tell us how to 
distribute ariy mwey we  negotiara, for. W e  do not tell them 
how to d~stribute their profits. I wollld say bere that che 
leadership of the sagar peoplehas kenexcellent, but there 
have bee1 people as employers in th? sugar industry who 
have been trying to undermine the unity of the workers and 
have b e n  encouraging this thing. 
'7.55 pm. 

Sir, if my colleagues and I werepeople in for positive 
industrid dislocation, we, toddy, could be  theeasiast onss 
to do it. T k  eastesr thing for us to do is to cream indus- 
trial d i s b c a t h .  There is no organisation with more f a d -  
Ules for doing it than ours. We could have done it last 
Seprembar if we waaed, The Sugar Producers' Association 
broke off negotiations w i d ~  us asking us to W& uurlril the 
Coininissim of Enquiry in the sugar i ndus~y  which had 
been set up had reported, They wmed to kexp us wdting + 
until the Corn ~ission of Enqulry had reported. What wodd 
haw happe~led to this country if they %re allo.#& to get 
away with that? Even so~netimes, members of theGovern- 
melt arc nor allrare that there were concerted efforts both 
of the Government and the Barbados Workers* Union to 
create an atmosphere for which the Trade Unionshowed in 
no unmistakable form that we were going to support the 
Government; and where the conceit of theparty which was  
in power w& dcfeaced was when they said thac I was  asking1 
to be a bliii;ster in the presear Gover!uneill - duch meail! 
tha-i I could o ~ Z y  be a Minister if this Gnvenune~L had won 
the zlexrions. 

Sir, I ain v:ry glad rhar some of the meanbrs o: that 
Party have realised what is t k  situation. What is in this 
country today is a rearguard action by those politicals 
rejects to create an atmosphere now whereby t b y  can 
come in under the guise of the sugar industry and they 
feel that this is the best point for them to come in. 

Sir, I would say that this matter has done one thing. It 
is g~ing  to consolidate the forces of progress more in this W 

country and it is going to make the people more aware of 
firm and sound things. I would say that the hn. junior 
memixr for St. Joseph should not confuse what are 
doing with what the Housing Authority is doing. I would say 
that if  you regard this as a windfall which has been nego- 
tiated by the Barbados Workers' Union,thenyoushould not 
regard it as something for anybody todictateto us how we 
can deal with it. It is for us to say that. 

Mr. SMTH: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of order. 
It appears as if the hon, member has mistaken what I said. 
I never advocated that the Union should give anything to the 
Housing Authority. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I thought the hon. member wassaying 
that it would be a good thingif some of this  money is to be 
used for housing. (A VOICE: That is exactly what b said). 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, just let me put the hob 
member right. The two of them are trying to confuse 
things. I said that the 4% which the Hon. Minister said 
belonged to the Government, that is to say, which was 
coming to the Gmernment by way of income tax, out of 
that money the Government should take it to help get hous- 
ing for the people. l meant the one which bebnged to the 
Government, not the workers. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I would like to correct any wrong im- 
pression. At the beginning I e;..plained that in normal cir- 
cumstances, had it not been inthesugar industry where we 
were ntgotiating tbe windfall, the Gowrnment might haw 
said to us that you cannot now at this  stage have fresh 
negotiations on thtse matters. I believe this as a Trade 
Unionist. T k  Government would have to watch thc action 
of a Trade Union in trade negotiations; for example, the 
sugar group being what it is, you cannot have the Trade 
Union coming along, and, when the negotiation is over, just 
before you declare your taxation for income tax, re- 
negotiating again because that is likely to offsetthe Gowrn- 
ment*s finance. Isaid that in normal circumstances you wiSl 
not be able to negotiate this, and theemployers would have 



given tlw money if they felt so to the Government and the 
Government w i l l  get the momy, which is wProxirnately 
4 a .  It is going to be cash money, and why it is going to be 
put imo a fund is that it would have been sub*td to in- 
m m  tw. 

I fed that I shouki satisfy hon. mmbers about th? 
scheme, I have distributed a copy of the scheme for which 
there wlll be final kgislatlon coming down to the House, 
but the pwpose of this scbrne is not to replace existing 
scbmss. The purpose of this fund is mt to take ?h place 
of an employers' schtme: it is aworkingscheme for which 
the workers would project new things, The whole purpose 
of this fund is to enhance anything which would enhance 
workers. 

Mr. Speaksr, I think I slmukl thank all hon. members 
of this House for tht support which they have &an to this 
matter. I feel sure in my mind that history l going to rc- 
gard our action today as something remarkable because 
what has b n  done is not done on any individual basis. It 
has not been do= by any single person: it k somthing 
which has txen done for nearly 20,000 pcoplc. 

I am very pleased indeed to thank the hon. junior 
member for St. Joseph for supporting this Resolution, be- 
cause I feel satisfkd that they are aware that *re is 
nothing wrong in this scbme, and Ifeelsure that the stand 
wwch they have taken h e x  today woukf to convince 
workers. The workers at one stage though that thb was 
somctNng to deprive them of something to which they had 
entiflement, I am very pleased indeed of this respo~tble 
attitude taken by those hon. members, not withstandlngthat 
some of their colleaguts have taken the opposite stand. It 
shows that if you are firm and truthful about tb matter, 
6vkn h s e  people whom you least expect w i U  suppon you. 
8.05 p.m 

I thank all hon. members very much for the stand 
which they have taken, and Iamsure that t b  workers gien- - 

eralIy wi l l  support the stand which t h y  have taken. I re- 
gard it as a national duty, not only of my organization, but 
of this House; and I would not close my reply without say- 
ing to the Government and to tk Hon.Premier, who is the 
hlinister of Finance, that the Union was very fortunate in 
that he has taken this responsibk view. If the Hon. Premier 
had not taken that view in this matter, then the whole 
scheme would have been abandoned a s  far as reinforcing 
the workers' income is concerned, because it could not 
have been done unless it had the legtslative sanction. AI- 
though it has not had legislative approval when the House 
has agreed to the scheme, it is safer for us to work out the 
economics of this scbeme. Mr. Speaker, again, I beg to 
thank hon. members for the support which they have given 
to this scheme. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that this Resolution 
do now pass. Hon. members in favour of that will please 
say "Aye", those against will please say "No". I think the 
"Ayes" have it. I now declare this Resolutionduly passed. 

THE ADJOURNMENT 

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that 
this House do now adjourn d T u e s d a y  n m ,  26th Novem- 
ber, 1963, at 12 o'clock noon. 

Hon. G. G. FERGLSSON: I beg to second that. 

7 h  e ques t ion  h o t  t h i s  ! l o u s e  do nou adjourn until 

~ u e s d o y  nex t ,  215th Zot,einber, 196.9, at  I ? o S c l o c k  noun 

rcus ; w t  and r e s o l r e d  in the uffinrnrive wi thout  d i t i s i o n ,  

and !Ir. ?;PI;-th'h,'i< adjourned the ,Youse  accord ing ly .  




