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House of Assembly Debates

(OFFICIAL REPORT)

SESSION 1962

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Tue sday, 18t October, 1963.

Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 12 o'clock Noon today.

PRESENT

His Honour J, E. T. BRANCKER, Q.C., (Speaker}
Mr, F. L. WALCOTT, O.B.E.; Mr. F. C. GODDARD;
Mr. E. ST.A HOLDER, J.P; Hon. C. E. TALMA,
(Minister of Agnculture, Lands and Fisheries) Hon,
J. C. TUDOR M.A, (Minister of Education) Hon,
G. G. FERGUSSON, (Ministerof Communicsations, Works
and Housingl Mr. W. R, LOWE; His Honour E. L. CAR-

MICH AEL, J.P., (Deputy Speaker) and Mr. N. W,
BOXILL,
Prayers were read,
MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minutes of the meeting of last
Tuesday have been circulated, and unless there is any
objection, 1 shall deem them to be confirmed.

Hearing no objection, I declare those Minutes to have
been confirmed.

PAPERS LAID

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Hon.
Deputy Premier, 1 am commanded to lay the following:-

The Customs Act (Prohibited Imports) (Toy Pistols)
Order, 1963.

The Drawback of Duties(Locally Manufactured Cigar-
ettes) Regulations, 1963.

Hon.G.G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, 1 am commanded
to lay a Statement showing the sumsadvancedby the Post-
master General for the payment of Money Orders, the
amounts repaid, and the amounts due, to the 30th of June,
1963.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the
Hon. Premier, 1 beg'to give notice thatQral Reply to Par-
liamentary Question No. 54 asked by the hon. senior mem-
ber for St. Joseph is now ready.

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give
notice that Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 83
asked by the hon. senior member for Bridgetown is now
ready. Notice of this Reply was given on 17th September,
1963.

Hon. C, E. TALMA:; Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice
that Qral Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 89 asked
by the hon. senior member for St. Andrew is now ready.
Notice of this Reply was given on 17th September, 1963.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give
notice that QOral Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 132
asked by the hon. junior member for Bridgetown is now
r;zdy. Notice of this Reply was given on 24th September,
1963.

Also, I beg to give notice that Oral Reply to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 133 asked by the hon. senior member
for St. Thomas isnow ready.Notice of this Reply was given
on 24th September, 1963.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give
notice that Qral Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 115
asked by the hon. junior member for St. Joseph is now
ready. Notice of this Reply was given on 17th September,
1963.

On behalf of the Hon. Premier,1 begto give notice that
Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 118askedby the
hoh. junior member for St. Thomas is now ready.

Also on behalf of the Hon. Premier, 1 beg to give notice
that Qral Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 125 asked
by the hon. senior member for St. Thomas is now ready.

QUESTIONS

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give notice of the
following Question:~

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:

1s Government aware that the guardwall in Chapman'’s
Village in St. Thomas needsextending in order to check the
water from flowing under the houses that are located at
the said point?

2. Will the Minister issue a directive to have the same
remedied in order to protect those people living therein who
experience much difficulty in getting in and out of their
homes after a rainfall?

12.35 p.m.

Mr. HOLDER: To enquire of the Mini ster of Communi-
cations, Works and Housing:

1s the Minister aware that the twenty-feet right of way
to the beach at Sandy Lane, S&t. James, which was agreed to
be set aside for the use of the public, has not yet been
clearly marked off?

2. Will the Minister issue instructions for the clear
delineation of the said right of way, and for the construction




of a proper roadat least fourteenfeet wide leading from the
highway to the beach for the convenience of the general
public?

Mr. SPEAKER; There are certainnoticeswhichl shall
now permit to be referred to the Hon. Minister of Educa-
tion.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, 1 shouldnot now like
to proceed with that item. ] propose to ask leave of the
House to give notice of it later today.

Mr. SPEAKER; Does that apply to both matters?
Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Yes, Sir.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, 1 take this opportunity
at this stage to propose thiscongratulatory message.| feel
that all hon. members of this House will agree that the
successful conclusion......

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member giving notice of the
Resolution?

Mr. WALCOTT: What ] proposed to do was that under
Standing Order 8, (m), as this is a congratulatory matter
which I am dealing with, 1 should finish dealing with the
matter and at the end of my speech read out the Resolution
which would be the sum total of my speech on the matter.

It is a similar way to our dealingwith an obituary. We
do not give notice of Resolutions of Sympathy; we begin
by making our speech andat the end, we read the Resolution
which isa formal matter.I propose thatthis matter be dealt
with in the same manner becauseitisonly a congratulatory
message. That {s the way in which 1 intend to proceed with
the matter. It will come under Standing Order 8, (m).

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 understand the hon. senior member
for St. Peter is seeking to proceed at this stage by virtue
of Standing Order 8, (m) with a congratulatory message.
He is seeking to proceed with a Resolutionwhich stands in
his name in connection with the proposed visit of the vic-
torious West Indies cricket team.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, before thehon.
member proceeds to deal with that, ] rise to ask for leave
to suspend Standing Orders Nos. 5, 14, 16 and 18, for
today’'s sitting. I have already had the acquiescence of
hon. members on the other side of the House who were
present when the House began, and I now am asking for
leave to make the motion for the suspension of the afore-
mentioned Standing Orders.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, 1 did not hear all of what
the Hon. Minister said on his reasonsforthe suspension of
Standing Orders.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. junior member for St.
Joseph objecting?

Mr. SMITH: Yes, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Minister was already seated
and the hon. junior member for St. Joseph should have
enquired from the hon. member who is next to him as to
what took place before he arrived.

Mr. SMITH: Sir, 1 still feel that 1 should object on the
ground that the Hon. Minister should stick to the Order
Paper and the Rules, and that if there is time for Private
Members’ Business, we should make use of that time for
doing our business.

Mr. WALCOTT: Sir, may I proceed. As1have pointed
out, 1 do not have to give notice other than to Your Honour
that I propose to congratulate anybody. It hasnothing to do
with the Qrders of the Day.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is according to Standing Order 8:

‘‘Unless the House otherwise directs, the business of
each sitting day shall be transactedinthe following order:-

Mr. WALCOTT: There is no direction, Mr. Speaker;
therefore, 1 presume that ] can proceed.

CONGRATULATIONS TO WEST INDIES
CRICKET TEAM

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, 1 feel sure all hon.
members will agree that the Barbados House of Assembly
in extending its congratulations to the victorious West
Indies Cricket Team today is not doing anything which is
unusual in circumstances such as this. All over the world
countries recognise their national heroes in one form or
another, and in Barbados and the West Indies in general,
we are not blessed with the national heroes to the extent to
which larger countries are so endowed. We are however
pleased to know that in the West Indies Cricket Team we
have men who have reached world standard — and by
world standard, 1 mean the cricketing world — and the
acclamation by the world in our cricket is something which
we are pleased to record.

Mr. Frank Worrell and his team has revitalised
cricket in the two big countries of Australia and the United
Kingdom, and they have been accorded the sort of accla-
mation of those countries and countries throughout the
world that it would be most inappropriate, now they are
expected to visit Barbados, if the Barbados House of
Assembly didnotaddits congratulations like the other parts
of the world to our heroes. T
12.35 p.m.

1t is true that on a former occasionthe success of the
West Indian Cricket Teamin England wasof such a charac-
ter that 1 believe 1 am right in stating that either a public
holiday was proclaimed or there was some festivity
arranged especially with regard to the Test at Lords. It is
not therefore inappropriate that we should pass a'Resolu-
tion congratulating these heroes. We are not in any way
insular in our view, but as Barbadians we feel that on the
West Indian Cricket Team Barbadians have made outstand-
ing contributions. 1 feel that even in Jamaica where Mr.
Frank Worrell is a Senator in the Legislature — and by
now he is a citizen of Jamaica — it would not be amiss for
me to state that the majority of uswould know. that when he
left Barbados and went to Jamaica he had been an accom-
plished player, a player of the first rank. When he went to
the United Kingdom in the year 1950 he went there asa
member of the West Indian team from Barbados. It is not
amiss for us to say that the captain of the team is a Bar~
badian, and our Barbadian members have made very out-
standing contributions to the success of the tour, not to
mention the names of our Wesley Hall, Charles Griffith
and the inimitable Garfield Sobers.

Mr. Speaker, the West Indian Team was a team which
is worthy of our congratulations, and we feel that in con-
gratulating the Team in this Chamber as a representative
Chamber of this country, we are voicing the sentiments
of the people of Barbados in giving them our sincere
congratulations and the congratulations of the country as a
whole. (Hear! Hear!) 1 feel that the stand which the Gov-
ernment has taken to make their welcome here a warm
and official one, and giving it the recdgnition which it
deserves by placing a book for the public to sign, is an
indication and a mark of our solidarity.l am suggesting
that in that book there should be a page where all the mem-
bers of this House of Assembly could have placed their
names in a way signifying what the Members of the House
feel about this matter. I feel, Sir, thatl am expressing the
feelings of all Barbadians when | say thatit is in order for
us to offer the team our congratulations and that we
should do this onthe eve of theirarrival; it would be rather
belated for us to do it after their arrival.

Mr. Speaker, I have much pleasure in moving the
passing of the following Resolution which 1 feel will meet
with the acclamation of all hon. members of this Chamber.
The Resolution reads as follows:-
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‘“WHEREAS this House has learnt with pleasure of
the approaching visit of the victorious West Indian Cricket
Team,

AND WHEREAS this House desires to mark the occa-
sion with the expression of appropriate sentiments,

BE IT RESOLVED that this House places on record
its warm congratulations to the Captain and Team on their
outstanding contribution both to sportsmanship and com-
monwealth friendship, '

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this
Resolution be forwarded by Mr. Speaker tothe Captain and
each member of the touring team.”’

Mr. Speaker, I feel that this is a matter which should
meet with the warm-hearted support of all members of
this Chamber; 1 feel it is anhonour to be able to congratu-
late such an outstanding, victorious team. I hope that all
hon. members will give the Resolution the support which
it deserves.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, in supporting the Resolu~
tion which has been 8o ably moved by the last speaker......

Mr. SPEAKER: Did the hon. member say ** supporting’’
or ‘*seconding’*?

Mr. GODDARD: 1 mean, seconding the Resolution. We
are small by international standards; our trade is but a
drop in the bucket and we are not known to the outside
world as other places are known; but if there is one thing
which places us on the map and brings us consciously
to the life of the common man in England and people in
other places, it is the sport which we play in the fields
in England. Cricket is our national game more so than it
is in other islands. In other islands they rely on football,
hockey and other things, but in Barbados, we concentrate
on cricket. In Barbados cricket is our second love. There
has been much brillance, and we do not want to praise any
particular members; we would praise all members com-
prising the West Indian Team. We donot wish to be insular
in any way in saying that it was the Barbadian boys who
did so much. I have only mentioned that in order to show
the part which we in Barbados play in the West Indian
team on cricket fields whether it be in England or in
Australia.

Mr. Frank Worrell and his team have done extremely
well in England not only in winning the rubber but also
in the manner in which they conducted themselves on and
off the field. Thatwasadmiredby the Englishman as a great
part of the cricket. That is how cricket should be played
and they have re-introduced the spectacular manner of
cricket which pleases the crowds who visit the fields. We,
in Barbados, are proud of the resuits of the rubber and we
congratulate the members of the team in every respect
in comingbackto the shores of the West Indies victoriously.

Mr. Speaker, on the last occasionwhenthe West Indian
team returned here victoriously, it was a very colourful
return. They came back by ship, andthey came in the Lord
Combermere up the Careenage. There was something like
a Royal Welcome. 1t is unfortunate that timeshave changed
so much that the teams now return by air and land at
Seawell. That takes away a lot from the colour of the
reception which they would have in the City. However, we
can still re-introduce colour tothe reception by showing how
much we admired their playing andappreciatedthe manner
in which it was done. Mr. Speaker, 1 join wholeheartedly
in seconding the motion for the passing of the Resolution
which was so ably moved by the hon. senior member for
St. Peter, and 1 hope we will have good luck when they
visit us. 1 do hope that every aspect of the reception will
come off in fine and welcome style.

12.45 p.m.

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS; Mr. Speaker, 1 rise to make
my contribution on behalf of the Governmentand the people
of Barbados to the sentiments expressed by the hon. senior
member for . Peter and the hon. junior member for
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Christ Church in congratulating the West Indies Cricket
Team on their sparkling success in the last tour. So highly
appreciative of their success has been the Government that
it has provided a book in whichwillbe recorded the names
of all those admirers of the West Indians in the cricket
field, and this book will be presented to the Captain of
the Cricket Team on the eve of its departure from Barba-
dos by the Premier, not only on behalf of the Premier but
on behalf of all the people of Barbados.

The hon. senior member for St. Peter referred to the
fact that there should be a page in this book set out for
the members of the House of Assembly. That is so. There
is a page on which the members of the House of Assembly
can record their names in appreciation of the success
of the Team, and this is on the first page. Ever since
1960-61 when the West Indies toured Australia, we saw
the footprints of a glorious Team. We saw the upbuilding
of a glorious Team led by what we may term the greatest
of them all, and 1 refer to the leader of the Team, Mr.
Frank Worrell. It was then that we became even more
proud of the West Indian Cricket Team as it was, and
although at that time we did not bring back the glory which
we have brought back to the Westlndiesin 1963, we gained
world-wide fame for our sportsmanship on the field. This
is one of the international glories of whichthe West Indies
can pride themselves. As a matter of fact, we may say it is
the only international glory which this small nation, if we can
callita nation, has acquired, You will notice that the West
Indian Cricket Team is doing what politicians failed to do.
It is the only means of bringing our representative terri-
tories together in one body. Even when some of the indi-
vidual territories withdrew from the Federation, yet
continued that glorious body, the West Indies Cricket
Team, and therefore we on this side of the House are
proud of the Team.

We should like to juin hon. members in expressing
our congratulations to them and wish them continued
success in their future endeavours. We should also like
to go on record as congratulating the West Indies Captain
on his retirement and wishing him many years of happiness
in his retirement.

that this Resolution

was put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

The queston do now pass

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day stands in
the name of the Hon. Leader of the House: to move the
House into Committee of Supply to consider certain Reso-
lutions to grant sums of money for the service of thisIs-
land.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, | beg to move
that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the House go
into Committee of Supply.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.
The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division, and Mr, SP EAKER left the Chair,

and the House went into Committee of Supply, Mr.
BATSON in the (hair,

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES 1963-64 No. 17

Head 3 — L egislature — was called,

Hon. E. W, BARROW: Mr. Chairman, the itemn under
Head 3 relates to the expenses of the Boundaries Commis-
sion for travelling, stationery, advertising and other
contingencies to a total of $1,144.

I beg to move that Head 3 stand part.
Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in
tive without division,

the affima-

Head 5 — Judiciary - uas cdlled,
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Hon. E. W, BARROW: Mr. Chairman, under Head 5,
recently the Law Library was re-organised, and the Reece
Library to the value of some $15,000 worth of books was
acquired, and extensive renovations carried out to the
rooms which now house the Law Library, and 1 should say
that we now have something which can be called a Law
Library for the first time. One of the rooms is actually
air-conditioned which is a facility which evenl do not enjoy
anywhere in the Government Headquarters.

It was one of the conditions under which the books were
actually acquired that there should be some kind of plaque
placed in an appropriate position in the Reece Library to
demonstrate the source from which these books were
actually acquired.

12.55 p.m.

The amount which we have here under this Head, $50,
is to be the cost of that plaque. I, therefore, beg to move
that Head 5 — Judiciary — stand part.

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put ond resolved in the affima-

tive without ditision,
HEAD 6 — LEGAL

Head 6 ~ I egal ~ was called,

Hon. E.W.BARROW: UnderHead6,isa supplementary
of $300 to make up the amount for the purchase of law
books.

I beg to move that Head 6 ~ Legal — stand part.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: 1 beg to second that.

The quesdon was put and resolved in the affirma-

five uithout division,

HEAD 39 — MEDICAL (1) DIRECTOR OF
MEDICAL SERVICES

Head 39 -~ Medical (1) Director of Medical Ser-
vices — was call ed,

Hon. E, W, BARRQOW: Mr. Chairman, under Head 39 —
Medical — the amount of $10,378 isneededto complete the
campaign against polio. It is for the purchase of oral
vaccine. 1 think we have debated this question of the polio
campaign quite extensively in this Chamber and it will not
be necessary for me to enlarge on the observations which
have already been made by hon. members. ] think we can
say with some degree of confidence that the campaign has
been successful although it got off toaninauspicious start.

1, therefore, beg to move that Head 39 — Medical (1)
Director of Medical Services — stand part.

Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, 1 do not intend to
open a debate on infectious diseases, but I am going to
stretch this a little further in order to make this point.
Last Tuesday, I understand that we were spared from the
ravages of a serious disaster which unfortunately has
struck some of our houses, thoughnot many, and thére was
some damage to some people in this island which might
cause infectious diseases to start.l donot know what is the
cause of poliomyelitis. However, I feel that some effort
can be made to give some sort of immediate relief to such
persons whose homes have been damaged.

1 made a visit to people inmy constituency and I found
a house which was completely destroyed, and the person
who lived in it had to evacuate it and is now finding refuge
with someone else. It is true the numbers were not great,
but it is right to ask to what extent do you look at it,
whether it was a gale or a hurricane, and you take re-

sponsibility for rehabilitating the people. I want to know if
this person would be rehabilitated before any infectious
disease sets in. 1 do not know if this can cause polio-
myelitlis, but 1 have stretched this in order to make this
statement. What is the Government’s intention in relation
to this matter?

Hon. E, W. BARROW: The answer is that the polio
campaign and hurricane disaster are not necessarily con-
nected. I do not know of any connection at all, and [ really
did not find myself prepared to deal with that althoughl
may know of something to be done, and ] do not think it is
quite fair to put a question. like that under a Supplementary
Resolution for the completion of the polio campaign.l know
that some infectious and contagious diseases can ariseout
of a hurricane because the breakdown of water supplies
may give rise to epidemics of one kind or the other. How-
ever, 1 have never heard that poliomyelitis may be con-
sequential to the visitation of a hurricane.

If the hon. member would like to put a question at
another time on that matter of which he spoke, I would be
pleased to answer {t. But to come in here and ask what is
done about a particular house in St. Peter, 1 am quite
unprepared about that because the Government has not
passed any Act on what should be done arising out of a
hurricane. As far as meteorologists put it, a hurricane
is any movement of the earth’s atmosphere, commonly
known as wind development, from one place to another
and the liquid atmosphere which is comprised of several
gases which reaches a force of 60 statute miles an hour
and upwards. There is also something known as'‘‘Bouffers
Scale’’ by which the angle and strength of the wind up to
gale and hurricane force is measured.

As far as this Government isconcerned, itspolicy has
nothing to do with the strength of the wind when it comes to
rehabilitating the people. It depends on your ability or
inability to rehabilitate yourself and whether you have
suffered any damage as a result of any act of God or the
Queen's enemies. A lot of people in Barbados do not
seem to realise what a hurricane is. Winds over 60 miles
per hour are likely to cause great darhage to life and
property, but where the windsare under 60 miles per hour,
they can be endured.

The question that Head 39 — Medical (1) Director
ofMedical Services — uns put and resolved in the affima-
tive uithout division,

HEAD 41 — SOCAL WELFARE

Head 41 ~ Social Welfare — was called,

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Mr. Chairman, Head 3%includes
Item 41, Social Welfare and Item 47 under which is West
Indian Student Centre andlmperial War Graves Commis~
sion. I do not know if hon. memberswere sufficiently aware
of that, Under this Head, there are probably four distinct
items, and 1 take it thatalltheseitems were passed; but in
view of the way in which the Head was presented, I would
not oppose a re-committal of Head 3%9in order to give hon.
members the opportunity of speaking on this motion.

Mr. WALCOQOTT: Mr. Chairman, 1 believe thattheHon.
Premier should be the person to do that.

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Mr. Chairman, 1 rise ona
point of order. I cannot make two motions. This Head is
actually passed already, and it would be in place for any
hon. member to get upand make a motion for re~committal.
1.05 p.m.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, 1 think the error has
been made at the Table by the Clerk, because he calls these
Heads Item by Item and we were dealing with Item 39. No
other item was called. Even whenwe deal with the Head we
deal with the ftem, and the Head does not always deal with
all the items.

Hon. E. W, BARROW: On a point of order. It is not the
duty of the Clerk to call the Items. When the Clerk calls
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Head 39, any hon. member can speak on any ltem under that
Head. The hon. member dealt withltem 39 first, nobody else
rose to speak on any other itematall and you, Mr. Chair-
man, put the question. ] admit that the way in which this
particular Resolutionhasbeen printed with the ltemshaving
equal prominence with the Heads, may be misleading.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: 1s the hon, senior member for St.
Peter willing to make a motion for the re-committal of this
Head?

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, the Head ‘‘Medjcal”’
should not be set out under the same Head as the Head
**Qubsidies and Grants,’’ and you could not have *‘Subsidies
and Grants'’ undertheHead‘‘Medical’’.1 donot have to ask
for a re-committal of this Head. In the Estimates you will
see that the Head *‘ Subsidies and Grants’’ is a Head by it-
self. Whenyouare subsidising rice, *‘ SubsidiesandGrants"’
is not a Head. I thinkthat youwill have to change this Head
and you will find that Item 41 and Item 47 are not items at
all; they are Heads.

Hon. E., W. BARROW: 1 have drawnthe attention of hon.
members to the way inwhich these thingshave been printed.
Strictly speaking, we have Head 39 andthe two Items which
are obviously wrong. We should have hereHead 41 and Head
47, but you will have to ask for the re-committal of Head
39. 1 cannot ask for it. The presumption is that things are
right until it has been drawn to the attention of the Chair
that the Items are wrong. Itis obviousthat they are wrong.
We have passed Head 39 which includes these Items, but
you cannot say that you are speakingonltem 41 as Head 41
because it has been passed underHead 39. You have to re-
commit Head 39 and ask that these things be recommitted.

Mr. WALCOTT: Head 39 calls foranamount of $10,378
to be voted and that deals with the control of infectious
diseases. What 1 am pointing out is that 1tem 41 *‘Social
Welfare’' as set out here, is something to supplement the
Estdmates for 1963-64, but there is noltem 41 in the Esti-
mates for 1963-64 as Social Welfare, There is Head 41
“'Social Welfare'' and there is no Item 47 ‘' Subsidies and
Grants.'”' These are Heads of the Estimates, not Items.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: On a point of order. You cannot
say that we cannot accept them if we pass them. You have
to re-commit the Head and split it up in separate Heads.
The mistake has got to be drawn to the attention of the
Chair; you cannot just assume that a mistake was made.

Mr. LYNCH: 1 begtomove thatHead 39 be re-commit-
ted.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Chairman, 1 beg to second the
motion for the re-committal of thisHead. The Head should
be re-committed: otherwise the Qther Place will send it
back to us, if we passitinthis way, The hon. senior mem-
ber for St. Peter is quite correct. Although the Head has
been passed, I am seconding the motion that it be recom-
mitted and let it be put in order.

The question that Head 39 be recommitted wasput
and resolved in the affirnative without division,

Hon, E, W, BARROW: Mr. Chairman, in Head 39 there
is a clerical error. Item 41 ‘‘Social Welfare,”" Item 47
‘*Subsidies and Grants,’’ should be changed to read Head
41 and Head 47 respectively. Thereistobe one item under
Head 39 ‘‘Medical,’’ whereasthereare threeitemsappear-
ing under Head 39. 1 am therefore asking leave to make
the amendment changing 1tem 41 and Item 47 in order for
them to read Head 41 and Head 47 respectively.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: The Hon. Premier is asking leave to
make this amendment and unless there be any objection,
leave will be granted the Hon. Premier. (After a pause}
There being no objection, leave is granted.

1.15 p.m.

Head 39 -~ Medical (1) Director of M edical Ser-
vices — was called,

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Mr. Chairman, under Item 39 -
Control of Infectious Diseases, the amount originally voted
in the Estimates was $10,000 and supplementary provision
was made for $25,000, and a further amount of $10,378 is
now required.

1 therefore beg to move that Head 39 stand part.

Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put andresolved in the affima-
tive without division,

Head 41 — Social Welfare — was called,

Hon. E,W. BARROW: Mr. Chairman,1 begto move that
Head 41 stand part.

Hon. C, E. TALMA: | beg to second that.

Mr. LYNCH: Mr. Chairman, on thigsHead] should like
to enquire whether the services of expert coaches will in
time be used for the teaching of tennis at the Garrison
Courts. Some of us are very much exercisedin mind when
we consider that there are some 45,000 school children who
are supposed to play on the four courts, and that as far as
we understand they will be at the tender mercies of a mat-
tress maker and an ex-fast bowler. We wonder whether
this will redound to the good of these children if these peo-
ple are going to pass on their inadequate skills to these
defenceless children.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, 1 would say thatthis is
a very laudible scheme, the courts at the Savannah. The
Head in itself is a Headfor the development of sport. | was
away when the Estimates were passed, and] have not dis-
cussed this memorandum on the development of sport. 1t is
a very laudible thing; but I thinkif you are going to develop
sport, there should be a policy thatyoucan aim at, and you
should try to co~ordinate your work and not do it on an
ad hoc basis. ] have beentoldthatit is the intention of Gov-
ernment to take up the grass courts at the Garrison and
put down cement courts. Now, I would say this, Mr. Chair-
man: if you do nothave a grasscourt, it is better to build a
cement court; but if you have a grass court, it is madness
of the highest magnitude to destroy the grass court for a
cement court. You can build a cement court anywhere, but
you cannot build a grass court anywhere.

At Wesley Hall, the school towhichl went, you can put
down a cement court, but not a grass court; and then you
have to bear in mind that if youare really going to develop
tennis, there are grasscourtsatWimbledon, andif anybody
in Barbados has any ambition to beatennis player, he will
look to Wimbledon just as a cricketer looks to going to
Lords. I would say that if you are going to have cement
courts, you should have grass courtsinaddition. 1f you have
landat the Garrison, on which youcan put down hard courts,
you can do so. Tothe tennigexpertthe ball comes off slow-
er on a hard court than ona grass court, and when they go
and play on a grass court, the bounce of the ball and the
speed beats them and they have to take a little time to ac-
climatise themselves. 1f 1 do notagree with the hon. junjor
member for Bridgetown inthe description of the people who
have todo the coaching, yetl agreewith him that if you are
going to develop sport, the Government should be prepared
to pay the cost. Coaching is an essential ingredient if you
want to develop sport, and you cannot be cheese-paring
about the value of a good coach.l think Barbados and other
territories have paid a good price for having coaches. We
have our own coach in cricket in Everton Weekes, and in
British Guiana where Bookers had Clyde Walcott, youhave
an example of what these two people have done. The quality
of the coaches of these two territories has produced the
result found in this West Indian Team, because without any
mistake the British Guiana Contingent and the Barbados
contingent formed the nucleus of the winning personnel of
these two teams, and they happen to be the two strongest
teams in the territories today. 1 feel that sport and tennis
at the Garrison isa very goodthing; but on the development
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of sport 1 would say to the Government that it can put hard
courts at all of the schools in the Island. You can go to
Harrison College and put down a hardcourt or at Comber-
mere and the Girls' Schools and Boys' Schoolsand even at
elementary schools; but let us be quite frank; do not be too
ambitious. There i8 no point in having people make a pil-
grimage to the Garrison to be taught to play lawn tennis
up there on that basis. I agreethatit forms a good central
court, and you should preserve it foryour national tourna-
ments. Do not allow it to get shabby and let there be this
reflection of people saying ‘‘when we had it'’ and *‘we'’
forms a different context, and now thatthey have it, it looks
like an old tumbled-down thing like some of the playing
fields. Let us show to them, whoeverthey are, that we can
keep it in as good a conditionand make it lovely for every-
body to use.

1 would say to the Minister concernedthathe can have
hard courts made at some of the schools that are going to
play lawn tennis; but speaking inthe context of our economy,
lawn tennisisnot a national game. Thereis no point in hav-
ing tennis courts at elementary schools where you have
children of eleven and fourteen and where parents are
struggling to get something into their heads, because they
are not going to buy a racket for their children, and you
cannot make a racquet as you can make other things, It is
true that there are some improvised board racquets for
road tennis; but if you are going to play lawn tennis, you
are going to play it: and as soon as you do that, you begin
to carry the joke too far if you want to be serious. I will
say that we cannot be over-ambitious. We cannot put lawn
tennis courts atallthe elementary schoolsinthe Island, but
they will gradually bufld up this game, and at your aided
secondary schools and grammar schools where youcan put
a hard court to be utilised for netball and other games,
there is nothing wrong in building atthese schools. I would
say, without any particular longing for the ground to re-
main what it is, but for something of 2 national pride, that
1 feel that the grass courts at the Garrison should be pre-
served, and that the Government should undertake toget an
excellent curator, and not regard that job of a curator or
groundsman is just a matter of rolling a roller on the
ground, but someone who know s something about preserving
the ground in excellent condition for the playing of lawn
tennis just as we have Kensington Oval.l do not like the
suggestion that is being made that whenthe state or public
ownership takes over anything, it gets this sad reflection
that public ownership isinimicaltoprogress, andthat when
the public owns something it is desecrated and nothing
comes of it, but when private people own it, it means they
can preserve these things.

1.25 p.m.

It isnot good for us: and] feel the Government should be
well advised to preserve the grass courts, andif they want
to build additional courts or if any of them is so bad that
they cannot preserve them any longer and they are forced
to use hard courts, to let that be an examination by all
the experts who are in the know, We know that you cannot
play on a hard court as you can play on the grass courts.
Youhave national tennis sometimes here and you cannot have
everybody coming and then to findthe difficulty that you do
not have the excellent Mecca for lawn tennis. Then, some
players are going to want to play on a court which can
enhance their ability. I appeal tothe Government not to turn
those tennis courts into hard courts, but to preserve them
in grass courts. Government can gotothe existing schools
and other areas which are suitable and make hard courts
for tennis.

Mr. COWARD: Mr. Chairman, 1 am very happy to see
that the Government has seen fit to collect this 37,820
square feet of land which was formerly loaned to the
Savannah Tennis Club and place it under the control of the
Ministry of Social Services so that youngstersmay be able
to be coached in that game. Beinghappy about this matter,
Mr. Chairman, 1 have no alternative but to support the
Resolution, but 1 am prepared to saythatalthough matters
of very wide consideration have been givento some people
in some parts of the Island, in other parts very littie has
been given, if any at all, to other people.

e ]

You will see, Mr. Chairman, that there are some
parishes inthisIsiandwhich uptonow do not have a playing
field for the people in those parishes. ] think the Hon. Min-
ister of Social Services when he goesthrough the parishes
will find that the only playing field which we have in St.
Joseph is on the public highway which is very dangerous to
the youngsters who some time or the other in trying to
catch a ball will find themselves under a moving vehicle. |
think we should urge the Minister or the Government to
consider the possibility of giving the parish of St. Joseph
a proper playing field in the very near future.

Mr. BOXILL: Mr. Chairman, the hon. senior member
for St. Peter almost took my thunder away.He said almost
everything which I intended to say. The only thing which
he did not stress was that instead of interfering with these
grass courts at the Garrison Savannah, we stillhave some
scrap iron alongside those courts and we can remove them
and find sufficient space to build two more courts. I do not
think those guns which are only for ornamental purposes
serve any useful purpose now. We can remove some of
those guns or carry them a little further back so as to get
space for two more tennis courts. 1 do not think we would
have to move all of them.We canmove some of them and1l
am sure we can place two hard courts there.

As the hon. senior member for St. Peter has said, at
most of the Secondary Modern Schools we can find room
enough to place one hard court for tennis, but we must
preserve the six or four grass courts which we have
at the Garrison Savannah.

Hon. A. DaC, EDWARDS: Sir, ona point of order, there
are five courts, not four or six.

Mr. BOXILL: Well, the five courts. We can use the
courts at the Garrison specifically as grass courts. We
know that the Brandon Trophy and those other Cup Finals
in tennis are never played for onhardcourts. 1 am appeal-
ing to the Hon. Minister not to interfere with the grass
courts at the Garrison Savannah; but if you want hard
courts, you can go to the back of those courts where the
guns are and remove them further backwardsandplace two
hard courts next to the courts which you now have.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, referring tothe man-
ner in which these courts may be developed as far as
changing them from grasstohardcourts] do not know very
much about that; therefore, that to me is not vital; butl
am very much in favour of the idea of the Government
doing something for the development of sportsinthe Island
generally.

This Resolution seeks todevelop sportsgenerally and]
think the primary objectismainly for the acquisition of this
land for the coaching of children. ] think, so far as the
location of the Garrison is concerned, that these tennis
courts couldnever serve for coachingthe children of all the
parishes, but may to some extent serve for the coaching
of children of the parish of St. Michaeland to some extent
the parish of Christ Church. But Barbados has a lot of
children and they are not connected with the parishes of
St. Michael and Christ Church alone. I, therefore, wonder
how soon such development would extend to the rural
parishes like St. Joseph. I wonder when some playing field
would come to St. Peter. As a matter of fact, there are
schools in Speightstown which have no playing field at all.
I do know that it was the Government’s intention to spread
playing fields all over the country — in every parish.
I know as far as cricket isconcerned, that the Social Wel-
fare Department sponsors school competitions; but right
now very many people in the Northern parisheshave found
it very difficult to develop their sports through the lack of
playing fields, and sport to the youngsters is very vital
indeed. Government in its wisdom may be thinking that
they are buying this land for certain developments.
1.35 p.m.

Personally, 1 do not think that this matter should be
pinned down to & tennis lawn. I do not know at this stage
what are the details;I wasnotintime to hear the Hon. Min-
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ister make his speech on this Resolution, butl can tell the
Hon. Minister and his Cabinet that if, as the hon. member
for St. Joseph has hinted, he takes a ride into the country
parishes he would be more au fait with the fate of the rural
parishes, and hewould realise thatthe lack of playing fields
would not promote the encouragement and development of
sport generally. It is not merely or it is not necessarily
lawn tennisor hard court tennis, butitis a question of sport
generally, I think that what accounts for the poor showing
of Barbadians where sport is concerned...(ASIDES),

The CHAIRMAN knocked the gavel,

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, 1 know that you are
finding some difficulty in hearing me because hon. members
are taking part in other exercises. I was saying, Sir, thatl
would like to see the extension of these amenities brought
to the country side. 1 appreciate what the Social Welfare
Department is doing at present with the Boys' Schools; but
1 do not know if the Girls’ Schoolsare benefiting atall. There
is a sort of inter-school competition obtaining among the
primary schools and itisextending tothe country districts;
but there is no sponsorship for the primary schools, and as
far as field and track events are concerned, 1 feel that we
have too much concentration on Bridgetown.

1 would like to see the lands for the existing grammar
schools put to better advantage, and 1 would like to see
something more done for the country parishes. | would give
the Resolution my support: but I say that there are not
enough playing fieldsin the country. I do not know if that is

because of the use of the centres, which are mainly for pub~ -

lic dances, and that that has got under the skin of the Gov-
ernment, and therefore they are marking time. These
centres have not developed beyond being places of public
amusement: but there is no excuse for that. It is not only
the youths who get the benefit of the erection of these cen-
tres, but the grown-ups as well, What [ will continue to
press for and put before the mind of the public is that up to
the present time there are not enough playing fields in the
country districts except in the case of the parish of St.
James where a man like Mr. Ronald Tree has given playing
fields at his expense; but there are no real playing fields
in the country districts. I feel that more could be done and
much more should continue to be done in that direction.

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS; Mr. Chairman, | should like
to reply to the remarks of the hon. junior member of St.
Peter first, He refers to the factthat, with the exception of
the parish of St. James, there is no playing field in the
Northern parishes, Well, the hon. member doesnot repre-
sent the people in the Northern parishes becausel can re-
member that there isa playing fieldat Rock Vale, St. Lucy,
and there is also one at Belleplaineinthe parish of St. An-
drew. However, Sir, I should like to allay the fears of the
hon. representatives of the northern parishes, particularly
those who happen to represent the parish of St. Peter, in
saying that the whole question of playing fieldsis engaging
the attention of the Government. Right now we are negotiat-
ing for the purchase of land at Alleynedalein the parish of
St, Peter and at Gall Hill in the parish of St. John for the
provision of two playing fields. The hon. members for St.
Joseph know that 1 pass through the parish of St. Joseph
quite often and] know that there is no playing field there,
Those hon. members canrestassuredthatwe, on this side,
will do all thatwe caninorderto assist people with playing
fields. The difficulty inthe parish of St. Joseph is in getting
a spot of land; andif hon. memberscan assist us in pointing
out a suitable spot,I will see to it that the parish of St.
Joseph gets a playing field.

The members of the last Government went downto St.
Peter and decided to buy a swamp for a playing field. I do
not think that they really wantedto puta playing field in St.
Peter, The hon. junior member for St. Peter was a member
of the last Government Party at the time; and instead of be-
moaning the idea now, he should be bewailingit, because he
should have pointed out to the then Government that they
were wasting their time then. However, we have been work-
ing hard on the question of playing fields. We have had quite
a lot of trouble intryingtofinda site in St. Peter. We have
found a site and negotiations are being carried out for the

purchase of that site. I do not think that the hon. junior
member for St. Peter will be bemoaning anything any
longer.

The hon. junior member for St. Peter also referred to
the fact that we should not only be thinking of cricket but
also of other lines of sport; and [ may say that that is why
this Item 17, Development of Sport, wasincludedin the Es-
timates. Unfortunately, we did not have funds in our hands
when we took over the courts atthe Garrison Savannah and
we had to use funds which were provided for the ground staff
for the maintenance of the courts there; wewere unable to
do whatwe hadintended to do for the promotion of the minor
sports. That iswhy we have come back for this supplement-
ary vote in order to push forward minor sports.

1.45 p.m.

We do not only concentrate on cricket. We are deter-
mined to promote all forms of sport in Barbados, and we
are even considering the establishment of a separate Sports
Department where we will be able to do more for sports.
Also to allay the fears of the hon. junior member for the
City who, § know, isa keen sportsman — as a matter of fact
he is responsible for turning me into a sportsman myself
and he knows that 1 am as keenabout sports as he is — we
will do all we can on this side to promote sports. I do not
like his referring to certain persons asex-fastbowlers or
mattress-makers, but I should like to point out to the hon,
junior member for Bridgetown......

Mr. LYNCH: On a point of order, 1 do not think of
pleasing hon. members opposite when 1 am speaking.

Hon., A. DaC, EDWARDS: 1 did not hear that point of
order, When our separate Sports Department isestablished,
the hon. junior member for Bridgetown will note that we will
have provision for Specialist coaches, andwhenthe Govern-
ment finds it fit or necessary to havea specialist coach in
lawn tennis, they will have a specialist coach; when they find
it necessary to have a specialist coach in athletics, the
same thing will happen. There will be provision for spe-
cialist coaches and these will be appointedaccording to the
needs of the country.

With regard to the question raised by the hon. senior
member for St. Peter, there are five courtsat the Garrison.
The requirements for the Brandon Trophy and other Tro-
phies are two or three grass courts. 1 should like to point
out to that member that even if the Government provides
hard courts at the Garrison, not all the grass courts will be
destroyed. The appropriate number of grasscourtsneces-
sary for the holding of the Brandon Trophy and other tro-
phies will remain.

Hon. members were a bit concerned about the extension
of sports to the country districts. 1f some members who
would like answers to questions were to listen, they would
not be forced to ask certain questions which have already
been answered, and I am referring to points made by the
hon. junior member for $t. Peter. The hon. junior member
for St. Peterhastopassby Trents, and he will notice there
that Government is beginning to put one leg forward in the
provision of a Children’'s Corner. That Children’'s Corner
will be opened in a few days’ time, and that is what we in-
tend to do in other parishes. We intend to make the fullest
use of theplayingfields not only for cricket, but for all
forms of sports and entertainment for the youth of the
country.

The hon. junior member for Bridgetown referred to
45,000 school children being coached at the Garrison. The
hon. member knows aswell as] dothat of the 45,000 school
children, although cricketisa national game, youdo not find
22,000 of them playing cricket. Lawn tennis is not half as
popular in Barbados ascricket, andthe hon, junior member
for Bridgetown is quite aware of the fact that he would not
even find 5,000 of the 45,000 being potential for lawn tennis
or would be interested in playing lawn tennis. We have sent
around to the schools, and we have only been sent in small
numbers of children who would be interestedinlawn tennis
at the schools, though there are enough to satisfy our re-
quirements for carrying out the coaching sessions at the




Garrison, and enough to convince us that there is need for
it; but nothing like the 45,000 to which the hon. junior mem-~
ber for Bridgetown referred. thinkl have answeredall the
points, but if there is anything which I had omitted to an~
swer, 1 am quite willing to answer if hon. members would
mention them again.

Mr. HUSBANDS: Mr. Chairman, the Hon. Minister did
more than attempt an answer to certain questions. He went
quite beyond the Resolution to suggest to me that1 should
not bemoan or that 1 should not bewail the present state of
things vis-a-vis the provision for playing fields for the
parish of St. Peter, and in that context he made reference
to a past Government and of what partl should have played
with that past Government in providing a playing field for
the parish of St. Peter. There he foundhimself completely
beyond his depth, and he is talking something he knows ab-
solutely nothing about, and he should seek my information if
he really wanted to know. I would notattempt to plague this
Committee in telling them the variousexercisesl have gone
through as far as convincing the Government of which ] was
once a member in relation to providing a playing field in
St. Peter. 1 was once Chairman of a Committee appointed
by the St. Peter Vestry, now defunct, relative to playing
fields. 1 played my partindrawing upa memorandum which
was then presented to the Colonial Secretary. 1 played my
part again with my colleague during the regime of the last
Government with the then Minister of Social Services in
going all over St. Peter considering playing field sites, and
what 1 have to say about the efforts of the Committee and
those who were interested is something anybody can know.
It leaves my political career without a blemish as far as
that is concerned; but because a thing was not done then,
does it standto reason that] should not bewail when the hint
from the Minister means that 1 should say nothing more
about it to this Government? | say, Mr. Chairman, that he
went quite beside himself in replying to me, because if he
thought he was entertaining the House in throwing dust in
my eyes, he waswasting time and perfectly missing the bus
and showing his ignorance, because he does not know what
were my efforts in connection with a playing field for St.
‘Peter and in connection with my efforts and struggles with
the last Government. So when the hon. member does not
know something he should not bringitup; it makes him look,
in my opinion, not the politician he should look.

1.55 p.m.

Whatever this Government is attempting to do in the
realm of that sport, ! am firmly behind them, but the fact
remains. Talking about the Government thinking of putting
playing fields in a swamp, that is a controversial matter,
They are so-called expertswho donot agree with it, He may
get one opinion on that and somebody would give another,
Let us forget that the previous Government was trying to
put down a playing field ina swamp. Let us forget that, and
talk about what is needed now. My standnow is what it was
then. During the Vestry system, I was connected with a
Playing Field Committee. We had put forwarda site in Bos-
cobelle and another in Mile-and-a Quarter for a playing
field and those things were turneddown, not by me. We had
other sites which came before us for a decision. The hon.
senior member for St. Peterand] alongwith officers of the
Social Welfare Department had many excursions visiting
various sites. Why should he tell me ] should beware? 1
will only tell him that what heisignorant of, he should shut
his mouth about,

Mr. COWARD: Mr. Chairman, I must say that] wel~
come some of the explanations givenby the Hon. Minister of
Social Services, He has mentioned that some negotiations
are being made for the parishes of St. Peter and St. John
but no negotiations have been made for the parish of St.
Joseph, The Hon. Minister has also said that he would be
glad if representatives of the parishwould show him some-~
where: but | would tell him that both my colleague and my-~
self would be willing to point out tothe Government places
where they can buy land if they need it, This is a day when
politicians can no longer fool the youth of the country. They
have toface facts, andl wouid like to know how long 1 would
be hearing that the Government would be interested about
seeing about a piaying field for the parish of St. Joseph.

-——M

Mr. SMITH: Before the Hon. Minister replies, 1 would
just like to say that he saidthathe would like my colleague
or myself to point out tohim or let him know where he can
get some land in St. Joseph. He canget some now if he goes
up Parris Hill justabove Blackman'sYardandgo into Red-
land. If he goes up there, he will see a spot of sour grass
which he can buy, but he must go very quickly. I had my
eyes on two parcels of land, before, andl told the the Gov-
ernment about them; but as you know, Government works
very slowly, and when the Government was ready, both par-
cels of land which were thenin pasture were under cultiva-
tion of canes.

I am appealing to the Hon. Ministerto let us go up there
this afternoon or tomorrow morning, because if we wait
until next week, canes may be growing there, If the Hon.
Minister does not want to associate himself with us or with
me especially, I am appealing to him to go rightaway up
Parris Hillnearabove Blackman's Yardand gointo Redland
and he will see the place to which ] am referring on the
left. Let him work fast and sharp, and let us get that place
for a playing field for the parish of St. Joseph. You should
get it cheaply because at present it is growing grass.

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr. Chairman, I am pleased
to hear what a struggle and a fight the hon. junior member
for St. Joseph and the hon. junior member for St. Peter had
with their Party to get a playing field,

Mr. SMITH:Mr. Chairman, I rise on a point of order,
1 did not mention that I had any struggle or any fight with
my Party because if I had any struggle or fight with them,
1 would have thrown them down because none of them was as
strong as .1 had no struggle or fight.

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS: Then, I take it that the hon.,
junior member for St. Joseph was not interested in having
a playing field for St. Joseph; otherwise he would have
fought for it. It isonly now he has awakened from his slum-~
ber and sleep, If the hon. junior member for St. Peter had
pointed out in his remarks at first that he had those strug-
gles with the last Government 1 would have sympathised
with him, and I would not have hadthe occasion to mention
the wailing or the mourning of which he spoke.

The gquestion that Head 41 — Social Welfare —

stand part waes put and resolved in the affimative

without division,
SUSPENSION OF STTING

Mr. SPEAKER: It now being 2.00 o'clock p.m., auto-
matically this Sitting now stands suspended until 2. 30
o’clock p.m.

2.05 p.m.

On re-assembling,

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, 1 should like to
draw toyour attention the fact that thereis no quorum pres~
ent and 1 am asking that the bell be rung.

Mr. SPEAKER: I thank the hon, junior member for St.
Michael for drawing that matter to my attention. Let the
bell be rung.

On the bell being rung, a quorum was obtained,
QUESTION TIME

Mr. SPEAKER: It is now Question Time. Replieshave
been laid to the following Questions: QuestionNo. 83, stand-
ing in the name of the hon. Leader of the Opposition, who,
1 observe is not now inhisplace; Question No. 89, standing
in the name of the hon, senior member for St. Andrew whose
seat is vacant at the moment; QuestionNo. 115, standing in
the name of the hon. junior member for St. Joseph, who
also is not in his place: Question No. 118 standing in the
name of the hon. junior member for St, Thomas, who is al-
so not in his place and Question No. 125, standing in the
name of the hon. senior member for St. Thomas. [ observe
that that hon. member is in his place,
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DISSATISFACTION AMONG SOME ISLAND
CONSTABLES

© Mr. BATSON: Mr. Speaker, to enquire of the Appro-~
priate Minister:-

1s Government aware that thereismuchdissatisfaction
amongst some of the Island’s Constableswith regardto the
pay they receiveformakinganarrestaswell as the amount
they get when they have to attend Court?

2. Will the Minister make an investigation in aneffort to
bring about harmony amongst the said personscomplained
of?

Hon. E, W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the Reply to Par-
liamentary Question No. 125/1962 asked on the 21st May,
1963, by the hon. senior member for St. Thomas relating
to digsatisfaction among some 1Island Constables is asfol-
lows;~

“'No Sir; but]l am informed that somel sland Constables
have questioned the interpretation of the Regulationsunder
which they are paid, which provide for a fee of 96 cents
legally apprehending any offender or conveying to prison
any offender who has been legally apprehended by another
person, and a fee of 72 cents for each subsequent day’s
attendance at Court in respect of any person who has been
legally apprehended or conveyed to prison.”’

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 observe that the hon. junior member
for St. Thomas is now in his place and, as1 have already
mentioned, there is Question No. 118 to which the answer
has been laid. That Question stands inthe name of the hon.
member.

REPAIRS TO ARTHUR SEAT ROAD

Mr. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, to enquire of the Appro~
priate Minister:

Will the Minister use his good offices and request the
Northern District Council to effect repairs to the road
known as Arthur Seat Road, running north and south from
Melrose to Arthur Seat in St. Thomas?

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, the Reply to Par~
liamentary Question No. 118/1962 asked on the 23rdApril,
1963, by the hon. junior member for St. Thomas relative to
the repairs to Arthur Seat Road is as follows:~

‘“The Northern District Council has stated that pro~
vision for repairs to this road in question has been includ~
ed in its Highways Programme for 1963-64 and that these
repairs will be effected shortly.”

Mr. Speaker, if you willpermit me totrespass on your
province, ] think ] have before now drawn the attention of
the Chair to the factthat mattersrelatingto Local Govern~
ment Authorities are not strictly within the competence of
Government Ministers to deal with, We answer these ques~
tions as a matter of courtesy, and it would be very much
appreciated if in future these questions are very carefully
screened and vetted so that we do not find ourselves tres~
passing on the parochial boundaries of the l.ocal Govern-
ment Councils.

Mr. SPEAKER: | quite appreciate the remarks of the
Hon, Premier, but he may wellhave notedthat in this Ques~
tion the phrase ‘‘Use his good offices’’ has been used. 1
gather that every other source has been tried.

2.45 p.m.

Hon. E, W, BARROW: I should say thatit is only when
hon. members have exhausted all their other remediesand
their patience that they should ask Government Ministers
to use their good offices to do something,

Mr. SPEAKER: Patience may be exhausted before other
remedies. I would emphasise ‘‘other remedies.’

Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD: May 1 remind Your Honour
that the answer to Question No. 115 is ready? The hon.
member was not in his place when you called upon him.

Mr. SPEAKER: When I called Question Nos. 115 and
118, neither hon. member was then inhisplace, Since then
both hon. members have resumed their seats.] have called
Question No. 118 and that has been dealt with. I will now
revert to Question No. 115.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, the Question reads as fol-
lows:~

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister;

In view of the Statement made by the Honourable Pre-
mier in the House at its last sitting, 16th April, 1963, that
the rum merchants put up the price of rum and not one of
the QOpposition asked one word about it, will the Minister
make a statement at the next sitting of the House as to what
action the Government is taking to find out if the increase
is justifiable or not?

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, the Replyis as
follows:~

““The Government has caused an investigation to be
carried out by the Controls Department into the increases
in the wholesale and retail prices of rum and the reasons
therefor, The Government is not prepared to state that the
increase in the price is justifiable,”

Mr. SPEAKER: Question No. 132 stands in the name
of the hon. junior member for Bridgetown, who, I observe,
is not instantly in his place.

Question No. 133 stands in the name of the hon. senior
member fot St. Thomas.

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Speaker, the Question readsas fol-
lows:-

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:;

Is the Government aware that the road along Arthur
Seat in the parish of St. Thomas is very muddy after a
rainfall and is in need of repair?

2. Will Government explore the possibility of having the
said road repaired for the benefit of the people living in the
district complained of as soon as possible?

Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, the Replyis as
follows:- *

**The repair of the roadalong Arthur Seatin the parish
of Saint Thomas is under the control of the Northern Dis-
trict Council.

I have been informed by the [.ocal Government Com-
missioner that it is the intention of the Northern District
Council to carry out the necessary maintenance tothe road
during its current financial year."’

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Speaker, as a supplementary to that
Question, 1 appreciate the Minister's remarks because
since this Question was asked on 18th June.....

Mr. SPEAKER: 1s the hon. member proceeding to a
Question?

Mr. BATSON: Since this Question was asked on 18th
June, repairs have been done and the matter has amicably
been settled; so I think what the Minister has said] can
appreciate.

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the hon. member proceed to the
supplementary question?

Mr. BATSON: Is the Minister aware that since this
Question has been asked repairs have been executed?

Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, the reply to
that Question is ‘*Yes, Sir."”’

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am advised that there are no other
Replies which have been laid, and we will accordingly re-
vert to Private Members’ Business.




Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, before we proceed,
1 wonder if 1 may have leave of the House to give notice
of two Resolutions of which 1 forewarned Your Honour be-
fore the House started today.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a fact, The Hon. Minister of
Education did envisage that he would be seeking leave of
the House to give notice some time today, as he was not
ready at the normal time, of certain matters.If there is no
objection, 1 will grant the Hon. Minister of Education that
leave. There is no objection audible and accordingly the
hon. junior member for St. Lucy may proceed,

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give notice
of my intention to move the passing of the following Reso-
lution: -

““WHEREAS this House has heard with profound sor-
row of the suffering causedto the peoples of the territory of
Martinique by Hurricane '*Edith"’,

BE IT RESOLVED that thisHouse expresses sympathy
with those who have either been bereaved, or injured, or
rendered homeless in that territory.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the contents of this
Resolution be forthwith communicated to the Government

of Martinique.”

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there another Resolution? Let the
hon. member proceed.

Hon. J. C. TUDQOR: Mr. Speaker,]alsobeg to give no-
tice of a Resolution in similar terms with reference to
another territory. It reads as follows;-

“*“WHEREAS this House hasheardwith profound sorrow
of the suffering caused to the people of the territory of To-
bago by Hurricane ‘' Flora'’,

BE IT RESOLVED that this House expresses sympa-
thy with those who have either been bereaved, or injured,
or rendered homeless in that territory,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the contents of this
Resolution be forthwith communicated to the Government
of Trinidad and Tobago."

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member desirous of pro-
ceeding at this meeting with these Resolutions?If so, I will
give instructions that copies be madeandcirculatedif it is
the wish of the House that they be dealt with as urgent
matters in view of their content.

Hon. J, C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, this Resolution really
follows in form the messages of condolence we accept as
read, because they do not contain controversial matters,
and if the House will indulge itself in these matters, it
need not insist on having copies.

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. member proceedwiththe
motion.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, it was only a week
ago that the people of this territory nearly had the
experience of being brought to great inconvenience and
possibly tremendous suffering by Hurricane *'Edith’’,
Fortunately for them it by~passed thisterritory, butit was
too much to hope that all of our neighbours and fellow
citizens in these territories and this region would have
enjoyed a similar escape, and consequently we were very
disturbed to learn that in the course of the night following
our alarm, it had struck withtremendousforcethe French
territory of Martinique as well as one of our closely con-
nected sister territories of Dominica. Fortunately for the
people of Dominica, although they had suffered some
material damage, there was no loss of life. It was other-
wise with Martinique, We have been reliably informedthat
the casualties there, though not very numerous, were most-
ly among children and young people. ThisHouse has always
as a matter of sympathy expressed its sorrow at these
calamities, because we liveina region wherewe can expect
any year in this season to be similarly visited.

2.55 p.m.
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Mr. Speaker, we do not look forward — indeed, we try
not to have hysterics — but atthe same time when there is
trouble, it touches all because we are all involved. The
people of Martinique have suffered tremendously from this
upheaval of nature and it would be comforting to them to
know that the people of Barbados sympathise with them,

1, therefore, have very great pleasure in moving the
following motion:~

WHEREAS this House has heard with profound sorrow
of the suffering caused to the peoples of the territory of
Martinique by Hurricane “*Edith’’;

BE IT RESQLVED that thisHouse expresses sympathy
with those who have either been bereaved, or injured, or
rendered homeless in that territory,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the contentsof this
Resolution be forthwith communicated to the Government
of Martinique,

Mr. HUSBANDS: I beg to second the motion.

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Mr. Speaker, | should just like
to inform hon. membersthat on the day following the hurri-
caneatelegramwas sent from the Government of Barbados
on behalf of its people to the Government of Martinique;
and although it would not be out of place for this House to
express sympathy to the people of Martinique inthe manner
which has been outlined by the Hon, Minister of Education,
1 think hon. members of this House would like to know that
some token of sympathy hasalready been extendedto mem=-
bers of that community.

Sir, while I am on that subject, I should like to make
one or two observations on theillswhich now beset us. We
have in this territory a Hurricane Organisation which was
formulated when we had the parochjal system, andin those
days the Colonial Secretary used tobe head of the organisa-
tion.

I would say that it is an act of Providence that we had
what [ can only describe as anearmiss on the occasion of
the passing of Hurricane ‘*Edith’’. There are one or two
things which I must say at this juncture which may seem a
bit harsh, but there are things which must be said if we
are to avoid any great calamity inthislsland in the future.

The first thing which ] should like to say, which may
be hard to accept, is that the Hurricane Qrganisation is
now under the direct authority and control of the Premier
of the Island, and therefore, 1 am sure that if anything
went wrong which can be circumvented by any planning,
1 would have to share the responsibility for any neglect
on the part of anyone of my party or officer of the Govern-
ment or the Hurricane Qrganisation itself.,

When ] said that it is indeed something to be grateful
for that we had a near miss, not only were we grateful
that the island was not laid waste with the full force of
the hurricane, but it gave me andthe people of this organi-
sation an opportunity of seeing the defects of a system
which, had the hurricane struck this Island — ] have no
hesitation to say that apart from the warning given out,
there was absolutely no organisation during the course of
the visitation to deal with the disaster which may have
befallen the inhabitants of this lsland.

I have, therefore, completely revampedthe Hurricane
Organisation because 1 have discovered that theHurricane
Organisation was an organisation which did not cater for
the eventualities during the course of the emergency, but
was what 1 would describe as a scavenging organisation.
1 told several officials whom I had with me on the follow-
ing day that the Hurricane Organisation was a scavenging
organisation whose work could have been properly perform-
ed by the Bridgetown City Council, the Northern or the
Southern District Council and its operations which were
set up under part of the Colonial setup provided that these
people sit down in their homes and batten themselves in
their homes with their family surrounded by telephones,
and after the emergency was passed then the Organisation
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was supposed to take over — thatisto say, the Councillors
came out of their boroughs, the army would then be calied
out and the Department of Highways and Transport armed
like an army of occupation with their axes and pickaxes
would then try to clear away the debris.

Mr. LYNCH: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of order.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: What pointof orderhas he risen
on?

Mr. LYNCH: I do not have totellthe Premier. 1 would
like to correct any implications which may havebeen made
that members of the Bridgetown City Council were not at
their posts. I telephoned the Commissioner of Police from
my post, and he told me thathe did not see people from the
Central Government; but the personnel of the City Council
was at the time at their posts when the hurricane was
approaching.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 agree that that was not a point of
order, but ] had to listen to it first.

Hon. E. W, BARROW: The hon. junior member for the
City of Bridgetown is always anxious to clear himself and
members of the Bridgetown City Council. I am stating a
fact. During the time that the hurricane was in progress
or there was a state of emergency, apart from the hon.
senior member for the City of Bridgetownillegally break-
ing openthe doors of one of the Government school buildings
in one of his political stunts, and breaking open an empty
school for no reason at all, neither the Bridgetown City
Council, the Northern District Council, the Southern Dis-
trict Council oranyone else wasexpectedtobe in a position
of alertness where they would be ata point where they could
be of use, where they could be reachedwhen something was
taking place.

This whole thing has got to be run like a military
organisation. Youcannot have a Hurricane ReliefOrganisa~-
tion which is preoccupied with scavenging exercises. 1
am only drawing this to hon. members, There are people
in this community of an extremely ghoulish turn of mind,
and I am sure that most of them are within the ranks of
the Bridgetown City Council and they much deplore the fact
that the hurricane did not take place so that they could get
an opportunity to play Santa Claus. I have heard people
on the other hand criticising the Government and saying
that the Government brought the hurricane but God turned
it away. We dismissthat kind of statement with the contempt
which it deserves, but I think the position should be made
clear as it is today.

3.05 p.m.

The Hurricane Relief Organization, as from last
Wednesday is no longer a scavenging set up; it i3 not the
Bridgetown City Council Scavenging Department. Every
officer, including the doctors, who pride themselves of
being ready to dispense large quantities of biscuits and
cheese from Hurricane funds, their efforts to dispense
largesse does not go unheeded by the Government; the Gov-
ernment will be giving them a medal but at the proper
time. We did not advertise the fact that the Government
Ministers and 1 were until 11 o’clock that night, in close
contact with San Juan in one office keeping a close check
on everything and away from our homes. Apart from the
Police and apart from Government Ministers, I am stating
that there was no officer who had anything that could be
described as a post unless it was the last post or the out-
post; there was no question of anybody being stationed
anywhere at all, It is not that people ran to their shelters;
people who want medals must brave the elements and the
fury of the hurricane, People who want to be handed out
encomiums of praise and illuminated praise for services
to the community ina hurricane, we expect that those people
do not come out and make an ostentatious display of doing
good after the hurricane, From the time that the Govern-
ment states that there is a state of emergency we expect
everybody to be at their posts. There wasthe Commissioner
of Police and the Government Minister at their posts. I do
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not want to say anything about the Civil Service, but the
Head of the Civil Service returned to hisoffice from lunch
and to his consternation he found that the building in which
we work had all been evacuated. No one had been given any
permission to leave the building; there was not even a
Messenger on the premises to bring a glass of water for
the Ministers or toassist them with any lanterns. The Gov~
ernment Electrical Engineer brought inemergency lighting,
and at Seawell Airport we hadthe Acting Director of Civil

Aviation and the Senior Meteorological QOfficer giving in-
formation which was five hours ahead along with the pro-
jections made by the Hon. Minister of Communicationswho
predicted to the last five minutes the time and position of
the hurricane and its passage to the north of the Island.

Mr. Speaker, 1 am just stating the facts about the
emergency. 1 am very grateful that the hurricane did not
hit this Island because 1 am sure that every post would
have been deserted. We are not even confronted with
emergencies such as other people who are our neighbours
have to undergo. The few emergencies which we have in
this island we should be prepared for, and we should not
therefore look upon a hurricane season which comes upon
us every year as something as a result of which some-
body is going to get a new house or a medal or something
like that. 1 regret very muchthatwe presented on Tuesday,
the 24th September, 1963, the perfect portrait of the ugly
Barbadian, and ] do hope that in future Barbadians will not
look upon hurricanes as occasions for peoplewhoare over
the age of sixteen years and below the age of twenty and
twenty-one to be putting on their bathing suits and running
about the streets looking for some sort of excitement. |
hope that Barbadians will not look upon hurricanes as oc-
casions for people to be wading through water possibly with
the intention of looting, when galvanized sheets are likely
to be flying about the place, All of that has to be stamped
out. In future the Militia will be called out and we will take
over control of all the broadcasting services of the island
because a lot of information went out which could have
caused panic and despair. I want everybody to know that
the Head of the Hurricane Qrganization is somebody who
would not tolerate any of this nonsense. We do hope that in
future we will have all active workers and not deserters.

I will turn now to the other aspect of the Resolution,
that is, the commiseration with the people of Martinique.
They say that it isanillwindwhich blows nobody any good.
We were fortunate thatwe hada crisisin Cuba and that they
had frost in Europe andthe sugarbeetcrop was not as high
as it was expected to be. Therefore we got a very good
price for our sugar. We do not hope that a good price for
our good sugar is consequent upon the hurricane which
struck Martinique. Martinique is not in competition with
us in any way. I certainly would not want this island of
Barbados to prosper at the expense of any other Caribbean
island or territory for that matter, We therefore have to
commiserate with our citizens in Martinique in connection
with the loss of their staple commodities, and perhaps a
commensurate drop in the national income of that country
next year, As] say, we havetocommiserate with the peo-
ple and citizens of Martinique in the loss, not only of their
staple commodity, but also on the loss of so many of their
young lives, in a calamity which could not have in any way
been avoided by any planning or anything like that on their
part.

3.15 p.m.

I am sure that the people of Martinique, thanks to the
weather service in San Juan and the information from our
meteorological service in Barbados, had plenty of warning
and did everything possible to offsetthe severenessof the
damage which was suffered by them.

I regret very much that 1 havetotake this opportunity
to say, Mr. Speaker, that ] wasnotat all satisfied with the
behaviour of people from whom1 expected better during this
emergency. 1 am not satisfied with the kind of remarks
which 1 heard about hurricanes; 1 was not satisfied about
the attitude of some of the younger people looking upon a




hurricane not as something which should be treated with
calmness, but as something which wasthe occasionfor ex-
citement and even enjoyment, and 1 think that Barbadians
on the whole will have to do some drastic re-thinking on
their attitudes to calamities of this kind, becausewe do not
know for whom the bell tolls; it only tolls for thee,

Mr. CARMICHAEL: Mr. Speaker, everyone will un-
hesitatingly support these Resolutions. While | mustagree
with the Hon. Premier in substance onwhat he said, 1 must
make.itclearthatindetail heisnot absolutely correct when
speaking about the Northern District Council. The impres-
sion one might get is that in detail all persons were quite
oblivious to their responsibilities,

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Ona point of order, 1 should just
like to make it clear that ] believe that everybody in Bar-
bados, except some of the younger people, would be cogni-
sant of their responsibility, but they were not prepared to
carry them outandperform them. It is a different thing
altogether, and I also postulated in the beginning of my
statement that this was due to the fact that the whole hurri-
cane organisation was geared to a scavenging job of opera~
tion and not an operation to cope with emergencies, and to
this default ] attributed no blame to the Northern District
Council or the City Council. I said our attitude has to be
revised, and ] have revised and revamped the whole hurri-
cane organisation so that people willbe attheir posts in an
emergency and not after the hurricane has passed. The
Scavenging Department can deal with the cleaning of streets,
and the removal of the dead afterwards.

Mr. CARMICHAEL: Mr. Speaker, [ agreewiththeHon.
Premier in substance, but in detail I know that on that day
persons including myself went to the Infirmary as soon as
we heard the alarm and found out what was going on. That
was about 1.30 p.m. in the day, and a few minutes after-
wards one or two officers from the Councilwent to Planta-
tion Limited in St. Peterand] saw the Clerk along with two
others making preparation.

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member
and I have no dispute, but thisisthe very point ] was trying
to bring out about the purchasing of lanterns and that kind
of thing a few minutes and hours before the blow was ex-
pected to fall. That should have been done before the begin-
ning of the hurricane season. For instance, the book
describing the duties of officers and so on was actually
delivered from the Government Printery — andforthis the
Central Government must take full responsibility -~ thirty-
five minutes after the alarm had sounded. This is a book
which should have been in the handsof every single person
concerned before the hurricane season started, not before it
begins to blow and there is the frantic rush to hardware
stores to buy lanterns. That kind of rush must take place in
January or February or as soon as possible after the fi-
nancial year commences, not a few minutes before the
hurricane starts.

Mr. CARMICHAEL: Mr. Speaker, ] want to make myself
very clear. I am not attempting in any way to criticise or
even find fault with the lesson learnt by the recent happen~
ing. What ] am trying to make clear is that 1 do not blame
the lack of responsibility to everyone whois supposed to be
a responsible citizen and of whom certain duties are ex-
pected, There are some members of the Northwho did not
sleep home that night and who wentto every shelter before
the hurricane and not after it had passed. Everyone was
present from 1 o'clock to 6 o'clock,

Hon. E, W, BARROW: When the hon. member said that
members did not sleep in the North, I am not impressed,
because the hurricane passed at 8,05 p.m., and unless they
go to sleepwith the fowlsbefore 8 o’clock, they went around
like gangs of teenagersl saw looking for something to do
after the emergency; butl am sure they were battened down
in their beds at home when they should have been at their
posts. It was absolutely shocking and Barbadians have
something to be ashamed of, and in thigl do not want to
contradict the Hon. Deputy Governor of this] sland, because
he could not see from his limited knowledge what went on,
but 1 was in close contact and looking out for these things
and checking to see if they were going on.
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Mr. CARMICHAEL: Again] may say that the sy stem of
the past rather contributed to any lack of diligence of any
Councillor on the whole. The system in the past was bad. 1
am not Chairman of the NorthernDistrict Council, but I am
a citizen of the parishof St. Jameswith a certain amount of
responsibility. The system might have been bad, but it would
be better for him to say that he is not in charge of Home
Affairs and not give the impression in the light of the sys-
tem which prevailed last Tuesday thatall personswho took
part in it were sleeping, He cancriticise the system of the
past and say that from now on it will be different, but he
should not criticise and impute wrong intentionstopersons
who might have been most diligent under the system.

Hon. E. W, BARRQW: On a point of order, I never said
they were sleeping; they were possibly regaling themselves
with a few drinks. But let us be quite specific. He cannot
tell me where the Chairman of the Northern District Hurri-
cane Relief Committee was or the Clerk or the Treasurer
at that time, although he is a member of the Council. The
Permanent Secretary of Home Affairs, the Commissioner of
Police and 1 receiveda complaintat 6 o’clock in the evening
just two hours before the hurricane should have started, that
people in ChurchVillage, Saint Michael were met at the gate
of the St. Michael’s Cathedral by a centurion who calls
himself the Verger, with instructions that noauthoritywas
given him by the hierarchy of the Cathedral that he should
open the doors of the Cathedral, when it is clear that the
emergency centres and every hurricane shelter, which in-
cludes the Cathedral, should have their doors open, and then
we had the disgraceful episode at St. Mary's School where
an erstwhile Churchwarden went and broke down the draw-
bridge.

Mr. SPEAKER: ! am afraid there is a departure from
the point of order. Hasthe hon. and learned member for St.
James completed?

Mr. CARMICHAEL: Mr, Speaker, do not know who had
the register of persons and who should have been present
or not. The system inthe pastwasbad and might have been
left open to all kinds of abuse, but ] deplore anyone saying
that because the system is bad, all who worked under the
system had improper motives or were not diligent.

Mr. LOWE: Mr. Speaker, as Chairman of the Sub-
Committee of Hurricane Relief in the parish of St. George,
1 should like to bring out most forcibly that if councillors
had read and studied the Hurricane Committee booklet care-
fully, they would have seenand knownbeyond any reasonable
doubt what were their duties tobe performedin the case of
an emergency.

3.25 p.m.

I remember, Mr. Speaker, when this House was ad-
journed, I left St. Michael and journeyedto St. George, and
the first thing 1 saw to was that each and everyone of each
district was at their posts and 1 gavethem the directive to
go and notify all the people in the districts that we were
expecting a hurricane to strike the Island at some time
during the evening. After that job was carried out, ] took
up my position at Boarded Hall where 1 would be able to
accept any communications and distribute any ordersfrom
anyone to anyone in any part of the parish. ]l went to &.
Luke’s Church and seeing that there was no electricity
there, 1 went and got some lanternsandl also took some to
St. Luke's School.

It is not strictly fair to say: ‘*all Councillors’’, I waited
there until the ‘‘all clear'' was sounded andthen ] sent my
Wardens to the various districts to notify the people that
the hurricane had passed Barbados and they could go back
to their homes. At 10,30 p.m., 1 was able to go to my
residence.

1f people have their booklets and do not study them and
do not put the things within the bookletinto operation, well,
you cannot help that. 1 do not see how you can blame the
Local Government or the Central Government or the per-
sonnel. The thing is to seetoitthat you have the right type
of personnel in a hurricane organisation sothatin the case
of an emergency they would carry out the wishes and dic~
tates of the Government.

A
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Mr. HOLDER: Mr. Speaker, ] amgoingtotry to eluci-
date some of the remarkswhich] have heard from the Hon.
Premier. I am not a Councillor of the Northern District
Council onthisoccasion; therefore,l can speak quite freely.
When 1 was a Councillor, 1 passed through Hurricane
‘‘Janet'’; therefore I know what it is during a hurricane. 1
do not think it is fair to say what the Hon. Premier said,
nor can anything which he saidbe attributedto the Northern
District area. 1 support all that the hon. senior member for
St, James has said. As]have said,1 belonged to the Emer-
gency Committee and we have always kept in that area an
amount of tools. That was so whenl sat on the last Com-
mittee. I remember when ] was on that Committee I heard
the remark: ‘I wonder if the Government would grant the
money.’’ The tools were always kept for scavenging which
must start after the storm is over — not before.

On the day whenwe got the notice of Hurricane ‘*Edith"
approaching and the House wasadjourned by the Hon. Lead-
er, when 1 reached St. James, every inmate from the St.
James’ Almshouse was placed quietly and happily inthe pre-
cincts of the Church. 1 went around to the schools in the
afternoon. Some of the schools have electricity, and those
and others which had no electricity were suppliedwith lan-
terns. I then passed through some of the areas after] had
been to my home. I could not reach all, nor could1 reach
every school: but all the schools to which 1 went were all
prepared.

The Hon. Premier talked about scavenging butit serves
the purpose. 1 can say that in the old days, in the Northern
District, the wardens and the people wereall at their posts
doing their jobs when there was a hurricane. The ‘‘all-
clear’ came between 10,00 p.m. and 11.00 p.m. We got it
from Rediffusion and 1 can say speaking personally, that
between 5.30 p.m. and 6.00 p.m. I went through the parish
and the Wardens wereallattheir postsand reported to me.

The Premier made the assertion that some people
‘broke schools. Pamphlets were sent out to membersof the
hurricane organisation in my district, and1 donot see any
reagon why anybody should have to break a school. 1 re-
member when 1 got to the Trents Combined School, a woman
met me and said that the Headmaster had left the keys with
her and he told her thatif anybody came from the Education
Department, she should deliver them to that person.

Sir, 1 have only got up to explain that in the Northern
District area, I do not think any of those things which the
Hon. Premier spoke of took place. That may have taken
place in another district. In the Northern District Council,
those who have taken up the job now will find a real set up
with the amount of tools necessary and everything else. 1
have, therefore, got up tocleartheair so far as the North-
ern District Council is concerned.

Mr. SEALEY: Sir, after hearing certain assertionsby
the Hon. Premier in this House, aswellas certain accusa-
tions to members of the Bridgetown City Council,1 feel they
are unfair and unjust to members of the Bridgetown City
Council. First, I would like the Hon. Premier to know that
members of the Bridgetown City Councilare humane beings.
We work shoulder to shoulder and not one of us draws one
cent for what we do. OnTuesday last, when the people began
to panic, we of the Bridgetown City Council kept in close
contact with the telephone and Rediffusion and] can assure
you that from 7.30 p.m.......

Hon. E, W, BARROW:1 rise ona point of order.1 would
like to emphasise that the source of information of the
movements of a tropical disturbance is not Rediffusion un-
less any statement given over that service is prefaced by
the remarks that this is a Government release. A lot of
misinformation came over Rediffusion. Rediffusion was
used by the Bridgetown City Councilfor publicity purposes.
All of that is something which a Government in its right
senses cannot tolerate. 1t is my belief — and a lot of people
in Barbados ~ that the members of the Bridgetown City
Council deplored the fact that they did not have the oppor-
tunity of displaying their powers of largesse, 1 know that
Barbadians generally would agree withme. They wanted the
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hurricane to come sothat they might be able to score cheap
political triumph.

Mr, SEALEY: Mr. Speaker,] suppose if the Bridgetown
City Council were in operation during Hurricane * janet’’
and we were able to dowhatithad done by way of prepara-
tion during Hurricane ‘‘Edith’’, we would not have had the
disaster which we had during Hurricane ** Janet'’,

1 say that it is not fair and it is dishonest to say that
members of the Bridgetown City Council did not get out
among the people.

Hon., E, W, BARROW: Sir,]I riseona point of order. 1s
the hon. member suggesting that ] said that? I did not say
that, As a matter of fact, my wholethesis was that they re-
gretted that they did not have the opportunity to get out
among the people and show what munificence of the public
purse they could show. Letusgetthis straight. ] hope when
the hon. member talked of dishonesty, he did not attribute
it to me.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 did not understand the hon. senior
member for St. Michael in his remarks to be using an un-
parliamentary expression toany member of thisHouse. Had
1 thought that, 1 would have drawn it to his attention.

Mr. SEALEY: S§ir, 1 would just like to clear up this
point as far as a member of the Bridgetown City Council
breaking a school is concerned, I wastold reliably that the
Headmaster of that school closed the school upbecause he
did not want people to go into that school.

3,35 p.m.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, ona point of order. }
do not think that the hon. senior member for St. Michael
should make that kind of statement. It is a fact that the
school was closed; it is also a fact that the school had no
business being closed; but to suggest that the Head of the
school closed it and went home because he did not want any
one to enter the school, is not correct. The Head of this
school may have to be reprimanded, but 1 do not think that
there was anything of a mischievous nature.

Mr. SEALEY: I did not say that it was mischievous.

Hon. J. C, TUDOR: Again ona point of order. The hon.
member should not make his statement inthatway. To say
that the Head of the school closed the school is correct; and
to say that1 have my views about it is also correct; but to
say that the Head of the schoolclosedit because he did not
want anybody to go into that schoolis quite something else,

Mr. SEALEY: Well, Mr. Speaker, somebody is shelter-
ing somebody else. 1 want to say that 1 travelled to the
schools as far as1 could get and at 10.30 o’clock when the
‘‘all clear’’ was sounded, 1 was in Howell's Cross Road.
At no time did I see any rum or corned beef being
distributed.

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Speaker, 1 rise to associate myself
with the remarks of the hon. junior memberfor St. James.
From the time when we heard that a hurricane was ap-
proaching us, the Hon. Leader of the House asked that the
sitting of the House be adjourned so that we should go to
our respective parishes. After that, all of us left with the
assurance that we would go to our respective parishes and
protect the people as well as we could. I asked a friend of
mine to take me to St. Anns;] went to my home and hired a
car and went around to all of the stations where 1 expected
that people would be. 1 want to say that the schools were
open andallthe places were prepared. Whenl reached these
places everything was under control. I am sure that we, as
members of this House, realisethatitisour personal duty,
in case of any emergency, to put our shoulders to the wheel
and lend our power in order to assist the community.

The period of an emergency is no time for shaking off
our responsibility. Talking about war begets war, Wewant
to try to preserve the economy of the country as much as
we can, and those who try to shirk their responsibilities




P ——

and duties are not loyal to their community. We have a
Committee of the District Council, and when we heard that
the hurricane was approaching we called out the Committee
and delegated to each and every member what is his duty.
We instructed them to get all their equipmentand be ready
for duty. When a notice is served inany district every one
gets to hisduty.1 donot think that any sort of political stunt
should be played when it comes to the time of trouble and
distress, At such a time we should forget all questions of
politics and show thatwe are notinany Party. We should be
above that. We should forget all question of Party in the
time of emergency and we shouldtry to relieve the inhabit-
ants of the country. I hope that if and when any such time
comes again, each and every one of uswill cast our lot for
the benefit of the people as a whole,

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, | really did not know that}
would have hadthe opportunity of talking about the hurricane
or anything like that, because no such matterwas circulated
or placed on the Order Paper for today.

Mr. SPEAKER: A hurricane travels far and wide.

Mr. SMITH: Yes, Sir. Imagine the Premier of this
country, instead of thanking those who are trying to help
if and when the time came for that, making the remarks he
has madel If the Premier knew that anyone was lacking in
his duty at the time of emergency, he should be able to do
something else; but when the Premier referstothe Hurri-
cane Relief Committee, accusing them of not being at their
postsbut being around their tableswith rum and cheese, that
is disconcerting and harmful to the honest personwho really
intended to work. When one takes upthe new spaper tomor-
row morning and sees the praise whichwas showered upon
these pecple by the Premier of this country, it will look
very badly.

Hon. E. W, BARROW: On a point of order. Mr. Speaker,
we do not want people to intend to do things; we want them
to do these things.] make noapology for saying that. ] do
not want to have the kind of personin my Hurricane Relief
Organization who merely intends todo somethingandis not
prepared to do itwhenthe time isripe for doing it. You can
get your largesse in another way, but ] want to have in my
organization people who are prepared to carry out their
duties,

Mr. SPEAKER: The last part of the Hon. Premier’s
remarks transcends the point of order.

Mr. SMITH: When the Hon. Premier wants to say
something, he gets upona point of order and says whatever
he wants to say. That is not good enough. I am asking Your
Honour to rule regardless of what the consequences are
because these things are getting too far.Tobegin with, the
Hon. Premier made a statement which was out of order
because this Resolution wasmovedby the hon. junior mem-
ber for St. Lucy relative to the hurricane-stricken people
in Martinique and the Hon. Premier is now bringing the
storm to Barbados. (L aughter), That isnotfair.lf the Hon.
Premier knows about anybody who was drinking rum and
eating cheese, 1 believe, it was his own rum and cheese.
Some of us drink a lot of people’srum and eat their cheese
but do not buy them; but these people, 1 believe, bought
their rum and cheese,

3.45 p.m.

These people to whom he is referring ] believe had
bought their things, and it is not fair to the people to take
up a paper and read the praises he is giving them because
the storm by-passed us. It has by-passed us, and look at
the praise and how he feels about Barbadosand its people}
If he knows of people who are not doing their duty, let him
say so; and it lies in his powerto do something with them.

Hon. E., W, BARROW: May 1 ask the hon. member
where he was during the emergency?

Mr. SPEAKER: | am afraidthatisnota point of order.

Mr. SMITH: The hon. member hasaccusedthe Northern
District Council and its officers, and1 am sure, though I
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could not be in St. Joseph, St. James and St. Lucy at the
same time, that the organisationinthe Northdid a splendid
job though nothing happened; but they were all willing and
ready and onthe spot. There were the Clerk and his officers
and everyone of the men going around to the various stations
putting everything in order and just waiting. Do you mean
to say that the Premier wantstotellthis Honourable House
that a member of the Hurricane Relief Qrganisation is to
stay at his post and not go home and see to his family?

Hon. E, W, BARROW: On a point of order, the hon.
member is asking a question andhascalledmy name. That
is what the Minister did, and that is what 1 expect every
member of the hurricane organisation to do, or contract
out of it. If youarenot preparedto be at your post and want
to be consoling your family, then you have no right in the
organisation. If youreadthe Bible, youwill understand what
1 am saying.

Mr. SMITH: 1 think you must meanthe Law Book when
you are referring to the Bible,

Mr. SPEAKER: | think hurricane or no hurricane, |
still accept the hon. senior member for St. Andrew as the
authority on the Bible.

Mr. SMITH: The hon. member says that is what the
Government did. The Ministers are the Government, and if
they did not do that, they would suit kicking out. Would he
want every other member to do what he and his Minister
did if it were true?l wouldhaveto see that for myself. You
do not have to be at a post before a storm. It is after the
storm that you have to get upandget so as to see about the
sick and dying and things of that sort. You asked people to
go to shelters and keep within doors, but you want 8 mem-
ber of the organisation to go outside andlet a sheet of gal-
vanised iron chop his head off completely. That is what he
is telling those who belong tothe organisation. If the Minis~
ters were at Government Headquarters, nothing could
happen to them there, because that is a building which I
believe has been built storm~proof. It is not fair to mem-
bers when he is saying that a particular man or men went
and broke down a school and advertised themselves and
things of that sort. If that particularman saw that a shelter
should have been opened and it wasnot opened and broke it
down, 1 agree with it; the Premier shouldnot be getting up
here now and criticising. I just cannot understandthe Pre-
mier. It looks to me as if his mouth has about twelve dif-
ferent sides, because he is telling you that people failed to
do their duty in one breath and in another he is criticising
one who did his, because if that personknew that a shelter
should have been opened and it wasnot opened, and he broke
open the door, he was doing his duty. I do not know how to
please the Premier, because inonebreathheis saying that
you did not do your duty andinthe next breath he says that
you are advertising yourself.

Mr. Speaker, Rediffusion did a first-class job, but he
has criticised Rediffusion and said they were more adver-
tising the City Council than anything else. Rediffusion did
a good job by keeping people alert and letting them know
what was happening, but he is criticising them now. The
Hon. Premier has said that you should not wait until the
very afternoon to run about buying lanterns, but I should
like to ask when he released the money to the Councils to
buy these things, and I bet he does not answer that, Another
thing 1 should like to say is that instead of some of the
foolishness which comes over during the Government Pro-
gramme,. people should be told during that programme who
is theirWardenineacharea and parish so that people would
know whom to go to; or if they see the Warden pass, they
would know that he is the person they have to go to in case
of a storm. People should be told over the air where the
shelters are, who are the officers and what is to be done,
instead of some of the foolishness I hear on the Government
programme sometimes. In fact ] donot listento it; but now
he is getting up and putting the blame on the officers and
saying they were round a table drinking rum and ginger.
Rum is a good drink, Sir, and that is why he taxed it so
heavily to get money.He knowsitwill be consumed and that
is why he taxed it so heavilyto raise money, and now he is
insulting the people who were trying to do a good job. He
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might have heard about one or two persons, andl am sure
he is not goingto calltheir names. He will only get up as he
did in Welchman Hall and talk old iron talk.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker,] am sorryl was not here
but my colleagues informed me that while......

Mr. SPEAKER: 1s the Hon. Leader of the Opposition
still addressing the Chair and ignoring any asidesor sotto
voce remarks?

Mr. MOTTLEY: I could never address anybody else
while I am on my feet in this Chamber.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is quite right.

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 have been told that ] have been the
centre of some criticism by theHon. Premier.l do not like
to go by things ] hear unlessl have proof, and therefore the
most 1 can say is that ] would be very much surprised if
these things I have heard had really been said. Speaking for
myself, 1 can say, Sir, that as soon as the Leader of the
House decided that this House would adjourn because of the
information received about a hurricane, I found my way to
the Chairman of the Hurricane Relief Committee of the
Municipality who was really not in his office at the time,
and tried to get everybody ready to do what they could be-
fore the storm whichweweretold wouldarrive at 8 o’'clock.
It is none of my fault nor is it the fault of any of us if that
information was wrong, but we do not blame people because
sometimes information cannot alwaysbe correct.l haveal-
ways taken this stand, Sir, ~ and] make no apologies for
it —~ and if the Premier wants to know something, he can
know it here and now.

3.55 p.m.

As far as } am concerned, when 1 was told that two
loads of foodstuff were in the course of being sent down to
the Bridgetown City Council — and} was told so by an of-
ficer from the parish — ] suggested not to send them be-
cause the only thing which 1 thought was necessary at the
time was to get the shelters openedandto get kerosene oil
and lanterns in them.

For the information of the Hon. Premier, about six or
eight weeks ago, we asked one of our members to go around
at every school and every church and seeto it that all lan~
terns had wicksandwere filled with kerosene oil. No money
was paid out for this. We discovered that they had, In the
discussions we had, we were told to getthe shelters ready
and it would be the people at the Government Headquarters
who would be responsible for appointing the Wardens. Dur-
ing the afternoon, before going home for dinner, we tried to
make sure that everything wasready andthatthose persons
who came in were under our control; so we asked them to
report as early aspossible sothatincase there was 8 hur-
ricane they would be there already. We got in touch with
our doctors to remind them that we expectedthem to be on
duty and thatthey had to use the institutions which we were
in charge of.

Sir, I would not promise anybody that] would be staying
away from home during the course of a hurricane. I would
be a hypocrite if I did that. 1 live my life to suit myself. If
there is a hurricane, at least] have a home and a family
and 1 love them; therefore, I thinkitis my duty to be home
during a hurricane. However, I am going to do anything in
my power as longas]ama member of the Hurricane Com-
mittee to make things right. 1 said: '* Do not gend all that
food down here.’’ I also said to the people that no one would
die within 48 hours if they did not taste anything, and that if
everybody died during the hurricane there would be no need
for food because there would be no Premier nor no Mottley,
All that | said would be necessary was to get the kerosene
oil and the matches.

Sir, without paying one cent overtime, we took one of
our drivers and made sure that all of the schools in our
area had lanterns with oil, and the only thing we could do
for those who did not have a telephone was to put it over
Rediffusion to remind those and people of the non-Conform-
ist Churches to makeavailable their chapels, and so on, for
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hurricane shelters. This is a notice which appears every
year by the Hurricane Committee of the Municipality asking
people in charge of schools and churches to make them
available in case of a hurricane,

1 have understood that the Hon. Premier has said that
1 have broken open a school.

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point
of order. 1 want to tell the hon. senior member for the City
of Bridgetown that there wasnot that kind of emergency yet,
and if the hon. member wanted to set a good example, and
not an example of lawlessness, he wouldhave called up the
Education Officer or the person who had the keys of that
school to come and open upthe school.l said that when you
commit acts of wanton destruction like that, one can only
come to the conclusion that it was not done for the sake of
the emergency alone.

Mr. MOTTLEY: The Hon. Premier ought to be ashamed
to make remarks like that.] donotbeg for any mercy. 1 tell
you, if you donot like what] did, put me in jail; lock me up.
It was about half past six thatafternoon.l was appealing to
the Headmasters and Headmistresses, and 1 said to Mr.
Dottin: ‘‘Would you openyour school?'’ There wasthe Head-
mistress who hada sisterillathome and she went over and
opened her school. I spoke to Mr. Dottinin the presence of
the Mayor, the Town Clerk andotherlnspectorswho turned
out to give assistance aswellasinthe presence of the man
who was there to carry in kerosene oil. The Hon. Premier
ought to be the last person to think that] in my capacity
would do anything other than with the highest integrity. At
6.45 p.m., I was at home and 1 got a telephone call.

Hon, E. W, BARROW: 1 was at my post.

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 really am surprised at the Hon.
Premier. The infant school was packed to overflowing. At
this stage, it was still blaring overthe radio that the hurri-
cane would be here at 8.00 o'clock. There are over 2,000
houses in that area. Who would suggest to the people that
they should come out when the hurricane was in progress
and after the telephone and electric wires were down? We
merely suggested to the people over Rediffusion that they
should go to the nearest shelterasearlyas possible in or-
der to avoid being trapped. That iswhat the Government of
Barbados should have come out with over Rediffusion. Peo-
ple become somewhat hysterical in a storm.

At 6.45 p.m., I gotatelephone calland that was a little
after 1 got home and was told that there were hundreds of
people down there who wanted to get into the school and it
was not opened, 1 had told Mr. Dottin before he went away
to leave the school opened. Mr. Dottin left the school shut
and went away. 1 immediately telephoned the Vicar. St.
Mary's Girls' School was opened. | also telephoned the
Chief Education Officer, Mr. Jordan, and told him what the
position was, I told him that this school was closed. The
reverend got there along with two policemen.

Mr. Speaker, my work stands out in this country. ] do
not have to advertise myself. There were about 200 people
standing outside of that school with their earthly belongings,
some with five and six childrenaround them, some expect~
ing child-birth. If the Premier was standing there,] would
have gone and broken the doorand if it happens again, 1 will
break the door again. Some of the people were howling and
crying and 1 told them to be calm and to keep quiet.
4.05 p.m.

As a matter of fact,] think that the Hon. Premier ought
to be ashamed of himself.1 complained to the Hon. Minister
of Educationabout this matterandl toldhim that the gentle-
man said that that was his schoolandnobody could come to
it and do as he liked. All the people were standing outside
with alltheir earthly belongings. This schoolwasSt. Mary's
School and we put our shouldersagainstthe door and broke
it open. This was 7 o'clock andthe hurricane was expected
to arrive at 8 O'clock and what else could you do? If the
hon, member’s house was a shelter | would not have gone
there. You realise that there were people there whose
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houses could not withstand a storm? What would you do in
that case? But you want to talk a lot of dammed nonsense.

A MEMBER: Order]

Mr. MOTTLEY: Order what? You take advantage of
people behind their backs.

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Ona point of order. Mr. Speaker,
what 1 have to say 1 say before people’s faces. (ASIDES).

Mr. SPEAKER: This sitting now stands suspended for
fifteen minutes because of disorder......

On re-assembling,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, | offer my sincere
apology to you because what took place before the suspen-
sion of the sitting was not meant to be any disrespect to
Your Honour. 1f ] may continue my remarks, Sir, as far as
1 am concerned, I am not in any way defending the City
Council; but 1 should like to make the position clear. We
made it abundantly clear on the last occasionthat we would
appoint the Sanitary Staff and keep itasour Hurricane Re-
lief Committee. We felt that the Sanitary Inspector today
could tell us tomorrow whetherahousewason a particular
spot yesterday or not so that nobody could put anything on
the Government. We offered to give the maximum Co-opera-~
tion. As soon as we left here, we went to get everything in
order. St. Mary's School is in an area where thereisa
tremendous lot of small houses which could not stand the
ravages of a hurricane, When1 got home and I was called,
not only did ] remove from home, butl called the Minister
in charge of educationand Mr. Rawle jordanin order to get
things over. Seeing that this had not borne any fruitl was
called again. People were in the Church at St. Leonard’s
and at St. Mary’s Schoolthere wasinthe road a line reach-
ing from Mr. Thomas’ house; for the entire period you had
small children. 1 ask: How could any human being allow
little two and three-year-old children to go into a school
without their mothers? There were the mothers who had
their little ‘‘georgie’’ bundles, to use a common Barbadian
colloquialism, outside. I did not care what happened;1 was
prepared to let them go into the school. I was prepared to
break the door of that school because 1 saw that there was
suffering humanity with the ravages of a storm expected to
take place in another hour. have only admitted that 1 broke
the door, but really one doesnot know who really broke it.
There were so many people who put their shoulders against
that door that you did not know who actually broke it
(Laughter),

Hon. E. W. BARROW: The hon. memberison the prin-
ciple of first degree,

Mr. MOTTLEY: If you have information that there is
going to be the visitation of a hurricane, you will inform
people of the matter andyou keepthe shelters open. That is
what I did. My Sanitary Inspectors reportedandwe had the
Park and all of these places opened. But one Minister start-
ed to give trouble and } warned him that] would draw the
matter to the attention of the Government if he had refused
to open the school. He saidthat he had got information from
the Columbia Broadcasting Station that there would not be
any storm taking place. The firstthingwhichyou will do in
the event of a hurricane in order to avoid an epidemic of
any sort, is to get rid of your dead and attend to your sick.

At this stage, it being now 430 p.m, of the clock,

Mr. SPEAKER: It is now 4.30 p.m., of the clock, the
time when the consideration of Private Member's Business
expires and therefore the time for Government Business
has arrived.

Hon. J, C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact
that the debate on this Resolution mustbe very nearly con-
cluded, 1 take it — or rather ] will move that ten minutes
grace be allowed, The Government ispreparedto surrender
that much time off Government Business.

Mr. SPEAKER: Do I understandthat the Governmentis
prepared to surrender as muchtimeasisnecessary in or-
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der to complete the debate on this Resolution or to limit that
time to ten minutes?

Hon. J. C, TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I think that ten min-
utes would be all that is required,

Mr. SPEAKER: On behalf of the Government the Hon,
Minister of Education has stated that the Government is
prepared to use ten minutes of its time in order that this
debate — or rather in the hope that this debate may be
concluded within that time. In that event, the Hon., Leader
of the QOpposition may proceed with the debate in Govern-
ment’s time. However, as a necessary formality,] will ask
the Hon. Minister of Education to move the suspension of
the necessary Rule.

Hon., E. W. BARROW: On a point of order, Does the
hon. senior member for the City appreciate the fact that
they broke into St. Mary's School and he is now breaking
into the Government’s time as well?

Mr. MOTTLEY: I appreciate that.
4,30 p.m.

I should just like to saythatlam as anxious as anyone
else to see this Resolution pass to our brothers.

Mr. SPEAKER: Do 1 understand that the Minister of
Education proposes to move the suspension of Standing Or-
der No. 18 to regularise this encroachment on Government
Time?

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER NO, 18

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that
Standing Order No. 18 be suspended for eighteen minutes.
G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division,

Hon.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Aslwas saying, we of the City Council
and the last Government and those concerned with the ad-
ministration of hurricane relief hada policy thatas soon as
there was a hurricane and we were notified, we would see
that all shelterswere opened, and whenthey sent the notices
to us to be put up, we putthem up at our own expense. The
thing to do was to see that all shelters had lanterns. 1
understand there was some talk by theHon. Premier about
running around and buying lanterns. That could notbe true
about us becausewe had, and they were at every school, and
we got two Sanitary Inspectors to go witha driver to these
places six or eight weeks ago to see that the lanterns were
in order. My own idea and the idea which we put to Govern-
ment when we had a meeting on thismatter — not this Gov-
ernment — was that what we felt was that no one could
anticipate where the blow would fall, and we did not agree
with the idea whichwas suggested to us of removing a lot of
things from one place and carrying them to another as soon
as you expected a hurricane, because that place might blow
down while the one from which youmovedthen might not be
blown down. When someone came and told me that he had a
load of stuff, I told him not to bring the other load, This is
what I would counselGovernment on; who was to tell me |
was to send back all this stuff? We sent it back and had it
checked, and the Minister of Agriculture ought to know that
is a fact. If 1 wanted to do something to show off, 1 had the
stuff there andl could have brokenitat St. Mary's and given
it to everybody; but 1 saw no necessity for it.

Mr. Speaker,I have said on the radio that after a hurri~
cane the first step taken is to removethe dead, because on
every one person thatisdead, youwillhave a post mortem;
1 think thatis still the law. Thenyou will attend to your sick
and in the meantime clean the streetsandthen you start to
feed. Tell me of any man, woman or child who died from
starvation within twenty-four hours| Ask the Minister of
Communications, Works and Housing, because he has had
the experience, how many hours he had to do without food.
You get rid of your dead first andthen attend to your sick,
maimed and disfigured, and that is why we asked doctors
and nurses who were off duty or on vacation to call in to
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the institution by 7 o’clock. Unfortunately everyone turned
up except one, and that one was ill.] am no hyprocrite and
you know where my post is during a hurricane, It is home
at ‘Lyndingrove'’, and anyone who tells youotherwise does
not have a home or cannot gohome.l am going to do every-
thing to withinthe last five or ten minutes before I go home.
On this occasionl took my carandhad my son with me and
went from school to school to see that everything was in
order, ] was asked by somebody to get one of the benches to
make a cradle for a child, but] said I was not going to pull
away anything from anybody. Happily for us there was no
storm, but I had hoped that the Premier would have come
here to deal with the man Pratt who could only be an im-
moral, lowdown type of specimen to have written a letter
in the paper saying that the elected representatives of the
people in this country were so sorry that a hurricane did
not come, and they did not have an opportunity to share out
and give people this and that. Butwhois Pratt? There were
members in this House I know whose minds were below a

cesspool, ‘and I would not even accuse such members for |

thinking so low. 1 know they liedand said all sorts of things
about people, but even such members I wouldnot accuse of
wanting to see humanity sufferin ordertogive away corned
beef, 1f I wanted to give away corned beef, the Minister of
Agriculture through his Department sent me a loadof stuff
in which there were five or six cases of corned beef, and if
I wanted to show off and get votes, 1 could have taken up my
car, got another, anddrivenaroundto every school with the
corned beef and shared it out. But 1 did not think that that
was fair, ThisGovernment hasto spend money, and as there
was no hurricane we sent it back.

Mr. Speaker, ] am telling you that there are some
things that hurt, and they hurt for the simple reason that if
the Hon., Premier wanted to say something about me
especially or the City Council, he should have said it while
1 was here and could have got up and defended myself; but
he should not talk about people not being at their posts. 1
am the person who went to the Leader of the House and
asked whether in view of this hurricane warning he could
get information as to what washappening, andwhen he said
“‘yes'’, 1 told him to adjourn the House then and let us get
to our posts, and you can ask the Leader of the House if |
did not tell him so. He adjournedthisHouse and 1 went and
drank my milk. Naturally, you have clerks working in a
place, but by the time you get there, every clerk with a
family wants to get home and they allwent home; therefore
the Mayor and those of us who could summon the Heads of
Departments got ready and startedto do our job, I just want
to let the hon. member know whenhe gets up in here to tell
people that I broke a school toallow hungry people to get in,
that this man is such an ass in my opinion that he had the
guts and temerity to say this was his school and he would
open it when he wants to. This is St, Mary’s School and it
is up to Government to repair it ornot. For your informa-
tion when somebody said 1 should callthe police, the police
did come, but what could they do? Dottin was there and all
these people were standing there shouting andwailing. After
alll was not at Martin’s Bay; itwas a school in Mason Hall
Street. What did he expect me to do? Put my hands in my
pockets and walk away and say I do not care if the storm
comes? Not Ernest Deighton Mottley|{ 1 broke open the
school and 1 would have broken opena church. If you saw a
person come from Chapman Laneina 12’ x 8'' with eleven
children, one in a human belly, two around her shoulders
and two beneath her legs, and they were crying, would you
not break down a door?

4.40 p.m.

She hears a storm is coming; she knows that electric
wires are going to come down and kill people. The sooner
the Hon. Premier realisesthat educationisnotall common-
sense, the better. You have all education, but you have a
long time in becoming a politician like mel

This thing hurts you because yourealise thatyou were
doing your best. 1f I wanted to be nasty, we would have told
them to send the load of foodstuff down. I acted with the
maximum co-operation. Why should I cause youexpense by
giving away things when there was no storm? 1 acted with
the maximum co-operationand now theHon. Premier comes
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in here and accuses me of not beingat my post. I am going
to do what 1 think is best. When the hurricane is on, I am
going to be at home with my family. I think every decent-
minded man would be at home with hisfamily at that time:
but the minute the stormis over, you should get your jacket
off, roll up your pants and go out and help the people. The
Hon. Premier is fooling people. Are you going to be at St.
John’s Church during a hurricane and do not know what is
happening with your family? That is all right with the Hon.
Minister of Labour who doesnothave children or other ties
to bind him at home; therefore, any place can be his home
during a hurricane.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think it is necessary that you avoid
personalities,

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I therefore say thatl am
shocked. As a matter of fact,] am more than shocked; I am
surprised. Imagine the Hon. Premier with the whole retinue
of the Government coming and saying thatl broke St, Mary's
School and therefore, 1 am a vagabond| Thetrouble is this.
1 have given St. Mary’s School out of my pocket at Christ-
mas more than it would cost to build the door which was
broken, so as to give the children there a treat,

Mr. Speaker, 1 donotwant to keepback this Resolution.
1 believe this is a Resolution extending our sympathy to our
brothers in Martinique.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am surprised that the hon. senior
member for the City of Bridgetown is not sure on which
Resolution he is speaking.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Seeing that the Hon, Minister of Educa-
tion has drafted it, Mr. Speaker, 1 supportit, but I must say
that I deprecate the idea thatl should be accused in the way
which 1 have been.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, regardlessthatthe
hon. senior member for the City of Bridgetown has fulmin-
ated and made a very good political speech in his own de-
fence, the purpose of my remarks was in no way to indict
the hon. member on the floor of this House. But when one
has the responsibility of the hurricane organisation, and
one sees the defects of it and one sees an instance which
did not bear the test of legality, 1 think it should be brought
to the attention of those concerned that Government does
not condone that kind of behaviour, There has been a tre-
mendous amount of Republicanism inthiscountry, particu-
larly amongst the District Local Government authorities.
Some have their own cathedrals, their own servicesand now
one has its own storm troopers.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry to interrupt the Hon. Pre=-
mier, but the time has expired for which this debate was
permitted to be carried on.

Hon, E, W. BARROW: 1s this an attempt to curtail my
reply? This is now the Government's time. The time was
encroached upon by the Hon. Leader of the Opposition and
since it is Government's time now, the Government wants
to make its position perfectly clear.

Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD: 1 rise on a point of order.
Mr. MOTTLEY: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker,.....,

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am saying that the time has expired
under which the motion wasmade, butitis quite open to the
Hon. Leader of theHouse to move a motion for an extension
of the time.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker,I riseon a point
of order.

Mr. SPEAKER: A point of order cannot arise in this
respect.

Hon. W. A. CRAWFOQRD: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that Standing OrderNo. 18 be again suspended until the con-
clusion of this debate.

Hon. C, E, TALMA: I beg to second that.
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The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

Hon. E. W, BARROW: I was saying that the opportunity
was taken on this Resolutionextending sympathy to the peo-
ple of the neighbouring colony of Martinique as a fitting
occasion to bring to the attention of thisHonourable House
to the defectsandweaknessesinthe hurricane organisation,
and 1 said that we are not goingto get ourselves in a posi-
tion of preparedness on the occasion of the next hurricane
if we hide our heads in the sand like an ostrich and ignore
that these defects exist. ] saidtoaGovernment Officer that
the hurricane organisation was appointed to deal with an
emergency and it was only a scavenging operation. 1 also
used certain instances which had occured during the emer-~
gency — and there was an emergency despite what anyone
may have thought of it — and the evidence that it was an
emergency was a devastation which took place in Martinique
of which we and they were sufficiently forewarned. In our
hurricane organisation is grouped an element of Republi-
canism which I am convinced was in the body politic for
some time now. Inmy opinion, the LocalGovernment mem-
bers themselves are also chargedwith some responsibility.
There is no emergency after a hurricane is passed except
the scavenging which is to be carried out, I am not sur-
prised that among some of these Hurricane Committees
there are elements of Republicanism because some have
their own cathedrals, their own services and one has its
own storm troopers.

4.50 p.m.

That is all 1 was saying. ] said it with an element of
humour in it, but I said it with all the due seriousness.}
want the people in Barbados who are concerned with the
hurricane emergency exercises to realise that this is
not a matter, ag an hon. member has said, or an occasion
for some excitement or as an occasion for looting. It is
to be realised that an emergency is to be regarded in the
same manner as a state of war, The hon. member has
glorified the sanctity of the family and all of that, but 1
should like to say that there are certain matters in the
life of the country which transcend the attachment of your
home. A hurricane isone of those things.l remember being
in London during the War when 1 was sharing a flat with a
person whowasathispostandwent out as a Warden. He did
not wait until the ‘‘all clear'’ was given, People who are
involved in these exercises should befreeto come out from
any of their sheltersand from underthe rocks and crannies
where they may be hiding during the emergency; they must
be operative. That is nota statement of Government's poli-
¢y, but a command from the general Headquarters of the
emergency station.

The hon. member has his army of informers, but
sometimes yougeta lot of mis~-information from informers.
It isnota question of my saying something behind anybody’s
back, It was the duty of the hon. senior member for the
City to be here when I wasg speaking. The hon. member
should know me well enough by now to know that what |
said in here in his absence 1 would say if he were present.
1 did say that the hon. member had broken open the door of
the school and there wasno justification whatever for doing
so. He may say that the Church was 150 yards away and |
even heard him say that the Headmaster of the school was
on the spot.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Ona point of order. No, Mr. Speaker,
1 did not say that; 1 said that the Policemen and the Vicar
were there and I said that] spoke to Mr. Dottin about an
hour before and told him to open the school. The Vicar and
two Policemen were there, a crowd of people were there,
the Church and the Schoolwere openedandthe other school
was packed with people.

Hon., E. W, BARROW: My information was that the
Church did not have as fulla congregationas it would have
on a Sunday night. However, I am not impeaching the hon.
member’s motives; perhaps he acted with the highest mo-
tives, but he was misguided. Before the hon. member does
things like that, he must remember that he is a person in
responsibility and he must get proper information before
breaking open places like that. The positionisthat we must
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not lose our heads. If the people who are supposed to be
setting example lose their heads, then that sort of atmos-
phere may spread and we will get all sorts of disorder. 1
accept the hon. member’s explanation, butl make no apolo-~
gy for drawing attention to it as one of the instances of un~
preparedness in this community. I drew to the attention of
hon. members that it was reportedto the Commissioner of
Police, to the Permanent Secretary for Home Affairs and
to me that the doors of the Cathedral were shut and there
were pregnant women Standing at the door who were re~-
fused entrance, but we did not break open any door of the
Cathedral. The Commissioner of Police, the Permanent
Secretary for Home Affairs and myself did not take the law
into our own hands and break open the doors of the Cathe~
dral. | directed the Commissioner of Police to get in touch
with the Dean of the Cathedral and the doors of the Cathe-
dral were opened. ]l am merely asking the citizens of this
country te approach these matters in a disciplinedand or-
derly manner. ] am satisfied that the people have the kind
of discipline which would bring us through with the kind of
visitation which took place in Martinique.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that this Resolution
do now pass. Hon. members in favour of that will please
say ''Aye’’, those of a contrary opinion will please say
““No’’. I declare that the ‘'Ayes’’ have it. This Resolution
has now been passed.

RESOLUTION re SUFFERERS IN TOBAGO
BY HURRICANE “'FLORA"’

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, 1 take it that hon.
members would wish to proceed with the next Resolution
which has been couched in precisely the sameterms as the
Resolution which we have just passed relative to the suf-
fering caused to the people of the territory of Martinique
by Hurricane ‘‘Edith’'. Without reading the Resolutionl
would make a motion that it do now pass. (A MEMBER: Read
it.) The Resolution reads as follows:~

WHEREAS this House has heard with profound sorrow
of the suffering to the people of the territory of Tobago by
Hurricane ‘*Flora’'’;

BE 1T RESOLVED that thisHouse expresses sympathy
with those who have either been bereaved, or injured, or
rendered homeless in that territory.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the contents of this
Resolution be forthwith communicated to the Government
of Trinidad and Tobago.

1 beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I beg to second that,

The question that this Resolution do now pass
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Mr. SPEAKER: When the sitting was suspended at 2
p.m., of the clock the House was in Committee of Supply.

MR, SPEAKER left the Chair and the House resumed
Committee of Supply, MR.BATSON in the Chair,

5.00 p.m.

Head 47 - Subsidies and Grants — was called,

Hon. W. A, CRAWFQRD: Mr. Chairman, ] begto move
that Head 47 stand part.

Hon. C, E, TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmo-

tive without division,

1 — Annexed Estimates — Post Office — was called,




Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: 1 beg to move that I, Annexed
Estimates — Post Office stand part.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: | beg to second that.

Mr. CARMICHAEL: Mr. Chairman, I do not know how
these additional posting boxes will be allocated. 1 do not
want to be selfish or unreasonable, but 1 am hoping that of
these ten posting boxes at least there will be one between
the corner of Orange Hill and Baywoods, one at Upper Carl-
ton near Sion Hill, and one at Paynes Bay. Asyou goa
stretch of about two miles from Paynes Bay, you come to a
posting box at the top. of Thorpes; so that posting box is
within a radiusof not lessthanoneand a half miles in three
big districts. I am just drawing to the Minister's attention
that this posting box atthe top of Thorpes has to accommo-
date a stretch of about one mile at Hoytes Village — about
one and a half miles — and right down to the highway in
Paynes Bay another two miles. Maybe the Minister might
think it necessary for an additional posting box to be put
there at the earliest opportunity.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Chairman, dealing withthismat-
ter, 1 can see that the time has come when the Minister
should have a review into posting boxes.I have already said
that the Post Office is very antiquated and is not at-all in
keeping with Barbados and its progress. 1 have just come
back from a Congress in London where they dealt with all
post offices throughout the world; and when you know the
projection for postal arrangements in London andthe Uni-
ted States of America, you will see that Barbados is in the
backyard of postal arrangements in so far asone of its:
buildings is concerned. It is a very shabby building, dis-
jointed and strung about the City, and though structurally
Barbados has potential for a good system inthat for a small
territory the distribution of mail by postmen delivering
them to people’s houses throughout the I1sland of Barbados
is unique for its size, yet I do not think there is any other
territory in the Caribbean where you can get delivery of
mail on the basis that you get it in Barbados. I would say
that this is a very good thing, If this were the sort of thing
done years ago, it shows that our predecessors were ad-
vanced in their minds along certain lines because they
wanted mail delivered to them. The literate were voters
and therefore they gave them the opportunity of having mail.

1 have already mentioned to the Minister andwill men-
tion again that the present system we have of mail being
put out on contract and of vanstakingmail is an antiquated
system. You should bring postal services under the ad-
ministration of the Post Office, and no private source in
this age should be any longer responsible in that manner.
There should be a complete re-orientation of your postal
arrangements, and the man power and manhoursavailable
for postal work should be within the building of the Post
Office and under the Postmaster General so that you can
have a better time-tableanda better system for the utilisa-
tion of mail. It istrue we live in Barbados which is not like
London and New York where post offices do not close so
far as through-and-through administration is concerned.
Mail is taken in and delivered in New York twenty-four
hours a day; otherwise youcould not get mailassorted and
delivered to millions of people every day. I have not seen
any system like this in any of the places] have visited
where post office mail is stillinthe hands of some private
person and you are leasing vans from them and paying for
this sort of thing when they are not post office workers as
such. Post Office people should be post office people and
people should come under post office administration so that
the taking up and delivery of mail from the various posting
boxes could be done by postal authorities under the control
of the Post Office as postal employees, I hope 1 will not
have to repeat this, because youwould be able to utilise the
service of people on a round-the-clock basis. It was all
right whenthe Barbadian mail service was slender; but with
the number of migrants and the flow of education, more
people can read and write, more people are writing letters
and more people are communicating with each other.l do
not see why we should not bring our postal arrangements
up to date and make provisionfor them. Maybe Government
is thinking of it, but as] said previously, your Post Office
is one of your main sources of revenue. A lot has been done
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for tourism and to bedutify the Island; but the Post Office,

which is the first thing tourists are going to look for after
they get to the country, becausethey haveto send out mail,

remains the same. This shabby business underneath here
isnotgood enough, 1 think the Government said that this is
one of the things they have in mind, and on this basis I hope
the Minister will give consideration to that system asl

have already mentioned. 1 should like to see your postal

arrangements come up todate. ] feel thatit can be done and
we should spare no pains indoing so. These boxes are ne-
cessary additions to have throughout the Island. 1 believe

that the ten or seventeen more posting boxes will serve a

need because 1 believe if you gointothe statistics you will

find that more letters are written. I believe too, that this

is one of the services where more stamps are being sold.

The Government is selling more postal stamps than before
because more people are writing letters; sol feel that we

can give the public a better service because this is some-

thing which Government should worry about. People pay for
the services they get, and that is one thing the Gov-

ernment is not subsidising inthe sense thatthey are paying

for it; and invariably the price you pay for posting your

mail is cheap in itself, and since lots of people do it, it

makes it easier for Government to finance it.

1 feel sure, Mr. Chairman, that the Minister is not
averse to changes, and because he came along and found
a system operating, there is no reason why the system
should be perpetuated even against basic common sense
principles that everybody can see,

The question that | Annexed FEstimates Post Office

stand part was put and resolved in the affirmative with-
out division.
5.10 p.m.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: 1 beg tomovethat this Resolution
for the sum of $24,797 do now pass.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-

tive without division,
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE, 1963-64, NO, 18
PART 1l - CAPITAL - HEAD 6 - EDUCATION
Part ] -~ Capital — Head 6 — Education . was
called,

Hon. C, E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, 1 begto move that
Head 6 stand part.

Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, under this Head, I would
like to find out from the Hon.Ministerin charge what pro-
gress is being made relative to the school which is aban-
doned at St. Elizabeth’s Village, This school was under con-
sideration for a very long time, andl was told on the floor
of the House already that the matterisunder consideration
and a spot was being negotiated for; but up to now, I have
not heard of anything being done.

The children at this particular Girls’ school are very
unhappy, aswell asthe parents. One of them has approached
me about the matter, and | believe they have approached
my colleague also; they are under the impression, because
they say that that is what they have heard, that the present
Government is not prepared to do anything withthat school
until the next General Election. I would not, or could not
believe that; but it is a possibility that it can be true be-
cause from the time this Government was in office even
before that, this school was abandoned, and we were being
told that matters were looked into and the erection of this
school would soon be started. Up to now, nothing has been
done.

Sir, you cannot prevent people from hearing things. But
if they have heard that it is not Government’s intention to
do anything with that school until after the next General
Elections, the Government should not entertain that. It is




a question of the children. There are other schools which
have been started and built and have opened since this was
under consideration. One of themisatGovernmentHill and
one somewhere down Deacons Road. There are quitea few
schools which have been started andfinished and the child-
ren are already in those schools. Atthisparticular school,
the children cannot get the necessary accommodation, be~
cause one set has to attend on mornings and the other on
evenings. That is not good enough ahdthisGovernment has
had time enough to get a site for that school. A site is not
hard to get in St. Joseph. I wonder what is holding it up. 1
wonder if it is this General Elections talk. A General
Election would only come inwith the representatives them-
selves, They would not be accommodating me. Thetime is
long passed when this school should be erected and we
should know something astothe reason why it has not been
erected.

Hon. W, A. CRAWFOQORD: The Hon. Minister of Educa-
tion is not in his seat, butl donot know why the hon. junior
member for St. Joseph should quote the rumour that the
General Elections have something to do with this school
because he has saidthat thiswasunder consideration before
the last elections. The Hon. Minister of Education is now
about to take his seat and] am sure he has a logical and
accurate explanation to give.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, the position in re-
spect of these two schools is this. Long ago — it must be
more than two years ago — one schoolwas found uninhabit~
able, and it was decided to introduce a shift system; Sol
think we use the Boys' School and the girls are accomo-~
dated there for one part of the day and the boys for another.
This is a situation which we have inherited.

For years, I have on the floor of this House joined
voice with those of the other side, although my voice was
a little louder, drawing the attention of the last Government
to the plight of the people of St. Joseph in respect of these
two schools. Since we took over the Government, we have
put in the Development Plan the erection of a new school
for St. Elizabeth: but the position is that if we build a
school on the site which they have now, we would do so at
considerable cost and we will havetoplanto spend $50,000
or $60,000 with no prospect of providing playing fields to
both schools.

1t would be possible in theory that we could have a
building large enough to serve both schools, but the cost
would be prohibitive. A large amount of that cost would go
in foundations and levelling off grounds: and when we do
that, we would not have sufficient space for playing facili-
ties.

We are exploring the possibility of resiting the schools
somewhere else withineasy distances of the children having
to go there and that matter is under consideration. I have
visited a site in St. Joseph in which the Government is
interested sometwomonthsago, andanofficeris preparing
a plan; therefore, it would not take as long to get a new
school under this regime as it has taken in the past,

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, I thank the Hon, Minister
for his reply, but ] was hearing that long, long ago. I think
it wag the last time the matter was under discussion that
the Hon. Minister called out an amount of land which they
were seeking to buy, and] was shockedto hear of thatamount
of land which they wanted, I wa s thinking from then on where
this land could be and I really cannot spot where it is. Well
now, the Hon. Minister has told us that the Government,
about two months ago, is seeking to acquire that land, Ne-
gotiations are going on and on, and, up to now, nothing is
done, We should be hearing now that the school is about to
start next week or next month, In otherwords, the present
Government took it up in this condition, and they also took
up other schools in the same condition: but they have done
the others. I have passed the age which I can go back into
that school now. Every minute you hear the Hon. Minister
of Education saying that it is engaging the attention of the
Government. ] thinkitistime now todisengage the attention
of the Government, It isnot good enough. Those replies are
too suave and easy.

5.20 p.m.
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These replies are too oily. Let them get to work and
buy a site and build a school. To be continually making
promises is not enough. We have to try to do something. 1
cannot whip them, but something will have to be done about
the matter.

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Mr, Chairman, the hon. member
is not very accurate when he says that the situation is
exactly whereitwasbefore.l haveintervenedin this debate
for the simple reason that whenl saw the course of the con-
struction of the foundation of the new school which would
have been half-way completed, | drew to the attention of the
Ministry of Education that the Government had acquired
some 96 acres of land at St. Elizabeth's Village. This land
will be used to develop the newindustry of re~-planting, re-
afforestation and carrying out certain experiments. This
land which we acquired was ata reasonable cost of $250 an
acre and I asked the Hon, Minister of Education to investi-
gate whether it would not be possible to re-site the school
on a part of this land which we had already acquired and
thereby acquire adequate playingfield facilities. It is not
the policy of the Government to build any new schools in
areas where the children do not have adequate playing-
field facilities. 1 believe that it is this aspect of the in-
vestigation which has taken a. little time. We have only
recently discovered about four or five acres of this land
which would give us the facilities which the people of St.
Joseph would need.

The hon. member is recaicitrant; I really cannot find
words to describe his consistency or his inconsistency in
coming here Tuesday after Tuesday and day after day up-~
braiding the Government for failing to complete or to build
in eighteen months’ time what the pastGovernment had not
been able to think about in fifteenyears, far more to com=-
mence. But the hon. member’s conversion isthe most sur-
prising one since the conversion of St. Paul on the Damascus
road,

Mr. SMITH: 1 know that the Hon. Premier will try to
say what he thinks. I am nothing to do with the last Gov-
ernment; if the last Government had done everything up to
scratch, the hon. member would not have been the Prem-
jer today. In fact, he would still have been in the wilder-
ness, When' 1 say that he would still have been in the
wilderness, I mean that he would have been outside of this
House looking in. The people of St. Joseph are nothing to
do with what the last Government did relative to the St.
Elizabeth’s school. This Government has built about two
schools and added to more schools. The St. Elizabeth’s
school should have been done by them since this school has
not been out of commission for so long. If the last Gov-
ernment had been returned and nothingwasdone about this
school, I can assure the Hon. Premierthatl would be here
barking at them in the same way. It is of no use the hon.
member referring to the 17 years’ office of the last Gov-
ernment; the present Government is in office now and it
is their duty to do something for the people of this country.
1t is the people who are paying the taxes and it is the peo~
ple’s money; it is not the money of the Ministers or that
of other honourable members of thisHouse. Mr. Chairman,
something is wrong. It is foolishness to talk about building
the school in the same place, Whenthe Hon. Premier talks
about the Government having acquired some 96 acres of land
at St. Elzabeth's Village, 1 do not know if there are 96
acres of land in the whole of the parish of St. Joseph,
except they are going to buy Joes River Plantation in full,
1 would suggest that instead of waiting for 96 acres of land,
they should try and buy an area of about fouror five acres
in the vicinity of Cleavers Hill and erect the school there,
That spot {8 there, it requiresvery lttle levelling and they
would not be going too far away from the old site of the
school either. It i8 only a question of negotiating for the spot
and paying the money for it. Perhapsthenext Election will
catch us before we get that school. allthe same, that would
be all the better for me.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Chairman, 1 do not know if
the hon. junior member for St. joseph really understands
how a Government operates, ]t istrue thatthe schoolis a
pressing necessity and that has been recognized on this
side of the House even more so than it is recognized by




the hon. member. But if the opportunity comesalong for us
to acquire a large portion of land not only for the purpose
of replacing a school but for doing other things as well,
the Government takes everything into consideration. We
are not saying that we will do everything before we pro-
vide this school; what we say is that we have bought this
land, and in this land there will be an area set aside for
the erection of the school. We do not want to re-site the
school where it is now; we want to put it on a spot where
we can have a playing field. The hon. member must not
give the impression that we have some spite or vendetta
to pursue against the people of St. Joseph. We have not in
any way delayed the building of this school because we
wanted to do so. The circumstances have already been ex~
plained. We have done something for another schoolin the
parish of St. Joseph; we have erectedIndustrialArts Wing
at the West St. Joseph School as well as in other places.
S. 30 p.m.

There is a large school building and school extension
programme going on in St. Josephat the moment, and some
of it has been completed. Thiswill take its place, we hope,
soon, and] give the hon. member my assurance that 1 will
get them to bring it up to us, get the plans approved by the
Planning Committee and the Cabinet and get the schools
started. There is no holding back on my part. 1 have no
reason to treat the people of St. Joseph differently in re-
spect of their education thanl wouldany part of this Island.
As a matter of fact, my colleague, the Hon. Minister of
Social Services, is from St. Joseph and got his education
there. We would like to do for St. Joseph what we do for
other places, but the hon, member must admit that this
school building and school extension programme we have
initiated since January last year more outshines in the
twenty~-one months anything that his own Government has
done, andwe have not left out St. Joseph in it because some~
thing has been done for St. Joseph. More has to be done
and more will be done and we will not proceed on a dis-
criminatory basis at all; so that I cannot allow the hon.
member to give the impression that there is something
radically wrong which preventsthe people of St. Elizabeth’s
Village from having a school of their own choice. 1 will ex-
pedite the matter as much ascan,and ] will give him the
assurance that we will start construction soon.

Mr. LYNCH: Mr. Chairman, 1 am wondering at this
stage, Sir, whether I can have some information from the
Minister of Education as to what is the position now with
reference to the teachers that were promised from the
Peace Corps. 1 see here that the two items add up to a
grand total overall of some $14,000. There are certain in-
dependent schools which teach Science and which would
welcome assistance in the teaching of this very important
subject from this Peace Corps personnel. We have been
hearing about them since the end of last year, In fact it
is almost a year now, Mr. Chairman, that we have been
hearing about the visit of these Peace Corps people here
to assist us in teaching not only in the Government main-
tained schools, but also at the independent schools.

As | have said there are certain independent schools
which teach Science. Now 1 am connected with one myself,
and our latest results in Science — the Minister can cor-
rect me if 1 am wrong, and the statistics are readily avail-
able to him — show that there was not a single failure at
Advanced Level in any Science subject.ltis obvious, there-
fore, that if youare able to command, if even temporarily,
teachers from this Peace Corps, perhaps it wouldbe of
inestimable benefit to some of the children in this Island.
It is obvious that there is no bold or imaginative plan for
the assistance of independent schools which indeed try to
educate three times as many children as attend the Gov-
ernment-maintained schools.1f ever there can be assistance
given tousincertainparticulars suchasthis, well, then we
might be abie to keep our heads out of the financial waters,
because it might not be known to the Minister, but not a sin-
gle cent is charged for the teaching of Science in these
schools that 1 know of, and the teaching of Science isa
very expensive programme. Chemicals have to be bought
and specialist teachers have to be employed; andas] have
said, this being a scientific age, ifthereis any considera-
tion at all being giventothe youth of the Island particularly
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and as a whole, and not only providing more and more
facilities for the elected elite at the top of the Government-
maintained schools, then some effort might be made to
assist us, not financially, but with teachers, if even it be
on a temporary basis,

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: 1 take it that the hon. member’s
question springs from the projection for Science labora-
tories for Harrison College and Combermere. 1 do not
think that I can answer the hon. member’s question, but
the matter he raised about the Peace Corps, when there
is news of that matter to be disclosed, it will be donein
due course. 1 would like totell the hon. member, however,
that he might well guess that 1 would not be personally or
as a Minister of this Government averse from seeking and
getting overseas help of this nature for all schools in this
1sland. I may have drawn to the hon. member's attention in
his capacity as Head of a schoolthe fact that we have been
approached by an organisation called the World Peace Pro-
gramme of which ex-President Eisenhower and ex- Gov-
ernor General of Canada, Mr. Massey, are patrons, who
have written to my Ministry declaring their willingnessand
intention to assist in providing Science equipment for all
the schools in this Island, and asking us whether we would
be willing to accept, and we have answered them and said
“yes’’. They have further askedustogive them an assess-
ment of what we would need, and thathas only come in re~
cently, and all the schools in this Island, both our own and
the private schools, have beenasked by a circular from the
Ministry to make their requests known, so that even if
Government isnotina positionitself to offer any assistance
on this matter to the independent schools, we do maintain
contact with such overseasagenciesasare willingto assist
and keep up correspondence with them, and we will keep
in contact with them, not only on our own behalf, but on
behalf of all the schools which teach this subject.

On the general problem of assistance to the indepen-
dent schools, 1 think it is well known to the hon. member
that discussionshave been held between the representatives
of some and the Ministry, in consequence of which discus-
sions 1 have been able to finalise my own views on one or
two aspects of aid, and 1 think I can pronounce that I have
put before the Cabinet the proposals for the refund of ex-
amination fees covering last year and this current year.
It is inevitable that this important matter of assistance to
the independent schools should be done piece-meal, because
it is a vast problem, but point after point in it will be
attacked and resolved with goodwill on both sides. As far
as we manage to reach agreement, I shall recommend to
the Cabinet to proceed to the extent of the agreement which
we have reached, and then when such matters are safely
behind us, we will tackle new aspects of the matter and so
on; so I do not want the hon. member either to think or to
convey the impression that this Government and this Min-
istry are sleeping on this matter; but I want to re~empha-
sise that we have made ourselves available as the channel
for overseas aid from the World Peace Programme for
ourselves as well as for the independent schools, and they
will shortly be asked by my Ministry to submit their needs
and requirements so that we can pass them on to this very
reputable organisation which, I feel certain will do what it
can to help in promoting the teaching of Science in all the
schools of this Island.

One last point: I like to keep educational matters out
of controversy so far as] can, becausel think that they are
so important that we can promote the educational interests
of the people of this Island if we avoid controversy as
much as possible; but 1 must state categorically that when
people say that the independent schools are taking three
times or two and a half times as many people in their in-
stitutions as Government schools, 1 must beg to differ. It
is very naive arithmetic, Mr. Chairman, which joins to-
gether everybody in schools without taking into account the
various age ranges of the people in the schools.

5.40 p.m.

It is true, therefore, that inindependent schools, there
are large numbers of children of primary schoolage. Some
of these independent schools may take children from the
age of six years right on.
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Obviously, if youthink that there are more children in
independent schoolsthanin the Government schools, arith~
metically, you may be correct; but surely that is not the
point., The point is the type of pupils in these schools who
are receiving secondary training: and if you take that, you
will see the difference. Members should not forget that
those independent schools take children from the age of
seven years to ten years plus who have a right to be in a
primary school and not in a secondary school.

The hon. member may be right, generally speaking,
arithmetically; but on the basisof secondary traininggiven,
he is only entitled to compare those wh~ are doing a sec-~
ondary course in the independent sch. with those num-
bers. You will find, therefore, that they are just as many
in the independent schools doing secondary courses as in
the Government Schools; so it is not a fair argument.

1 can be as controversial as the hon, member or any-
body else on these matters. This Government has nothing
at all to be ashamed of in matters educational. I think that
in the education of the young population, we want the largest
common measure of agreement; but I am not going to allow
this Government's case to go by default if arithmetic is
used in what | think is quite an unfair way.

Mr. LYNCH: Sir, 1 would like to thank the Hon. Min-
ister for his promise to investigate such agencies as may
be likely to assist uswith the Science equipment. 1 hope the
promise would come to some fruition. 1 would like also to
point out to the Hon. Minister that such piecemeal benefits
as are given such as he hasproposedto give at the moment
are of a very doubtful benefit to the independent schools as
regards administration. When examination feesare return~
ed to the parents of successful pupils, they are of noearthly
benefit to the schools from which those pupilswere drawn.
Lest one may think that independent schools have now
sprung in a new era of prosperity, it must be pointed out
that it is to the pupilsandnottothe schools which the child
attended that the benefit goes.

The question that Head § — Education — stand
part was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division,

HEAD 9 - MISCELLANEOQUS

Head 9 — Miscellaneous — was called,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg tomovethatHead 9 Miscel-
laneous — stand part.
FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

Hon. G. G.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Chairman, 1 beg to move that
the Resolution for the sum of $62,658 do now pass.
Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division,

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE, 1963-64 NO. 19
SCHOLARSHIPS AND BURSARIES

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Inmovingthe passing of this Reso-
lution, Mr. Chairman, we have one more indication of this
Government's clear intention, not only in matters educa-
tional, but in scientific education. Hon. membersare aware
that in a few days — sixteen days from now — the College
of Arts and Science set up here in Barbados by the Univer-
sity of the West Indiesforthe Windwardsand the Leewards
as well as this territory will be opened. That University
development, that extension, has been brought about in re-
cognition of the people of these territories for higher educa-
tion at cheaper cost. The establishment of the College,
apart from the fact that it would provide people right
through the Eastern Caribbean witha good higher education
at cheaper cost, would also provide for the people large
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numbers of trained personnel for the schools and for the
administration services.

In connection with this venture, the Government of
Barbados, so far as studentsentering the College from this
territory is concerned, has been prepared to pay their tui~
tion and examination fees; but the Government has gone fur-
ther now. Recognising the needforteachersinour schools,
recognising the need for trained scientiststo manthe ever-
increasing number of industries which we are attracting to
these territories, recognising the need for a large number
of persons with suitable training intechnology tobe able to
act as consultants and advisers not only to Government but
to industries and business houses, the Government of Bar~
bados, in response to the suggestion of the University
College, has decided to award ten scholarships in Science
tenable at the College of Artsand Science here in Barbados.
These ten scholarshipsareinaugural scholarships; in other
words, they mark the beginning of the venture; and the
successful scholars who are accepted to the University for
three years will be provided with subsistence amounting
to $40 a month which for the three years of their degree
course means that these scholarships are worth §4,800 a
year to the Scholars.

This request is for money to cover these scholarships
to the end of the financial year. In other words, this amount
is just half of the cost per year, In the new Estimates for
1964-65, we will put in the full amount until these pupils
are graduated.

Sir, 1 want to stress that thereisa considerable num-
ber of students well qualified to take the three~year Uni-
versity course in Mathematics and Science, and it will be
from that number that the final selection will be made. In
addition to these ten scholarships, the University of the
West Indies itself awarded, I think, another ten scholar-
ships, or possibly nine, to various personsinthe Windwards
and Leewards tenable at this College in Barbados: one for
each of the territories except Barbados, and] think an ex-
tra one has been awardedtothe Leewardlslands. However,
nine scholars coming here from our sisterterritoriesplus
those ten from here will be grantedinaugural scholarships
from the large number of students who have asked for ad-
mission and for whom examination fees will be paid, 1t is
comfortably excepted that nearly 150 students will start
their courses working towards a degree in a couple of
weeks’ time after the inauguration.

5.50 p.m.

This ceremony takes place on the 12th Qctober, this
very month, eleven days from now.Thisisa venture which
the people of this island could scarcely have foreseen, No~
body asked us when we were inthe Opposition to see that a
College of Arts and Science is established. Frankly speak-
ing, we did not project our thinking thusfar. We were pre-
pared to finance higher education as we could, but because
of the unstinted support whichwe give to the University, we
have been ableto dothis. Justasthere will be an institution
for studies of thisnaturein Jamaicaanda separate College
for Liberal Arts studies in Trinidad inadditionto the Col-
lege of Engineering and Agriculture, so too inBarbados is
the extension of the University made manifest in the
establishment of this College for the use of the people of the
Windwards and Leewards and of thisterritory. Thisthere-
fore is an original College, a laudable venture: and it does
not prejudice any future extension of the Universityinany
other territory. ] am very pleasedto be associated with the
Government in a venture like thisin view of the fact that the
people did not ask for it. As a matter of fact, we did not
commit ourselves to it in the Manifesto: but we saw the
possibilities and we reached forward and took hold of those
possibilities with both hands. Therefore, Sir, from next
week the people of this island will have an institution of
higher learning connected with the University of the West
Indies, an institution which they will use not only for their
own enlightenment but which they will share withtheir fel-
low citizens of the Windwards and.eewards.] beg to move
that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that.
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The question that this Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: |1 begto move, Mr. Chairman, that
you do now report the passing of three Resolutions in Com~
mittee.

FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

Hon. G. G.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division,

The CHAIRMAN reported and MR, SPEAKER resumed
the Chair and reported accordingly,

On motions of Hon, C. E, TALMA, seconded by
Hon., G. G, FERGUSSON in each case, the Resolu-~
tions passed in Committee were read a first and se-
cond time and agreed to.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE QIVIL ESTABLISH-
MENT (GENERAL) (AMENDMENT) (NO. 9)
ORDER, 1963.

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Qrder of the Day stands in
the name of the Hon. Premier: To move the passing of a
Resolution to approve *‘The Civil Establishment (General)
(Amendment) (No. 9) Order, 1963.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr, Speaker, this Givil Es-
tablishment Order made by the Governor-in-Executive
Committee on the 16th day of September 1963 under the
provisions of Section 3 of the Civil Establishment Act, 1949
seeks to re-organize certain of the Departments of Govern-
ment such as the Service Commissions, the Ministry.of
Education, the Ministry of Social Services relative to the
District Hospital Service at Qistins, Health Centresandthe
General Service. The changes which are being made are
merely normal re-adjustments, but in the ca se of the Minis-
try of Education Your Honour will see that there is a new
post being created, and that is the post of an Archivist and
another post of Assistant Archivist and Public Records
Officer. Those are the only new posts. 1 beg to move that
this Resolution do now pass.

Hon. C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question that this Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE LEASE OF LAND
BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE TO MESSRS.
WILKINSON AND CHALLENOR LTD,

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in the
name of the Hon, Minister of Communications, Works and
Housing:~ To move the passing of a Resolution to approve
the lease by the Governor-in-Executive Committee to
Messrs. Wilkinson and Challenor Limited, of a parcel of
land situate at Prince Alfred Street, St. Michael.

1 should like to say that ] have been informed that our
amplifying apparatus is presently out of commission.

Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, this Resolution
seeks the approval of the | egislature to the lease to Messrs
Wilkinson and Challenor Ltd. of a parcel of land containing
17,480 square feet gituated at Prince Alfred Street, St. Mi-
chael, which wasformerly thought to contain by admeasure-
ment 17,922 square feet but whichwasfound by recent sur-
vey to contain by admeasurement 17,480 square feet, The
period of the lease is a period of seven years with effect
from the 1st May, 1963 at the rate of $175 a month, We are
accordingly seeking the approval of the Legislature for this
lease.

6.00 p.m.

Mr. MOTTLEY: 1 cannot hear the hon. member.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is no fault of the hon. member.

Hon. G, G, FERGUSSON: This land had been leased to
Messrs. Wilkinson and Haynes since 1936 ata price of $840
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per year, Now itistobe leagedat $175 per month. The land
which was formerly 17,922 square feet and is now 17,480
square feet apparently has been eroded due toerosion that
took place in 195§ after hurricane ‘' Janet'’, The firm of
Wilkinson and Haynesisamalgamatedwith R. & G, Challen-
or andisnow knownasWilkinson & Challenor Limited. This
land is at present occupied by Messrs. DaCosta and Com-
pany and is used as a store-room and warehouse for high
octane gas and other petroleumn products and is on the
western end of the Pier Head at Prince Albert Street,

1 beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.
Hon. C, E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that,

Mr. MOTTLEY:1 wonder if1 may ask the Hon. Minister
this. The 17,480 square feet is now being leased to Wilkin-
son and Challenor as rightly said, and the rent has been
raised to the rate of $175 per month.

Mr. SPEAKER: There can be no question and answer
across the House.l realise the difficuity under which the
Leader of the Opposition is labouring, but if he would give
way, I am sure the Minister of Communications would re-
peat what he said.

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: In 1936, Mr. Speaker, the land
was leased for seven years at $840 per year. It had pre-
viously been increased from $840in 193610 $1,800 in 1954,
and we are now increasing the rent by $25 per month and
asking for a rent of $2,100 a year or $175 a month.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Leader of the Qpposition gave
way to the Hon. Minister.

Mr. MOTTLEY: I am perfectly satisfied with theHon.
Minister’s explanation.

The question that the Resclution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affimative without division,

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Qrder standing in the name of
the Hon. Premier has not yet beencirculatedto hon, mem-
bers. Order No. 5 which is the following Qrder of the Day
has been, I am advised, circulated and that is in the name
again of the Hon. and Learned Premier; to move the sec-
ond reading of a Bill to aménd the Solicitors Act, 1896,

THE SOLICITORS (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1963.

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Mr. Speaker, the Solicitors
Amendment Bill provides that Section 9 of the Solicitors
Act of 1896 should be amended so that a person who has
taken a degree (not being an honorary degree)at any of the
Universities specified in clause two of this Bill would be
exempted from the preliminary examination under the Act,
Clause 2 of this Bill accordingly seeks to amend section 9
to such extent as is necessary to give effect to that
proposal.

Then by virtue of Section 17 of the Act an articled
clerk is not eligible to be a candidate for the intermediate
examination under the Act unless he has served at least
two years under articles of Clerkship.Itisproposed, how-
ever, that an articled clerk who holds a degree (other than
an honorary degree) in any subject from any University
specified in section 9 of the Act should be eligible to take
the intermediate examination as if he had served at least
one year under articles of clerkshipand that he should have
the right at the end of another two years after passing the
intermediate examination to take the final examinationand
be enrolledif he is successful. This therefore would cut down
the time which an articled clerk who has a degree from a
recognised University would have to serve underthe exist-
ing Act. This matter has been goneinto very thoroughly by
the Law Society and by Government, andl myself think that
it is a very laudable exercise.

6.10 p.m.

1t has extended the schedule of Universities toinclude
the University of the Westindiesand other universities and




these should be set out as far as] rememberin Section 2 of
the Bill: The University of Wales, the University of the
West Indies, the University of Toronto and other Universi-
ties of that nature has now been included in the Schedule.

Mr. Speaker, 1 now beg to move that this Bill be now
read a second time.

Hon. C, E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

On motion of Hon, C. E. TALMA, seconded by Hon,
G. G. FERGUSSON, MR. SPEAKER left the Chair and
the House went into Committee on the Bill, MR, BATSON
in the Chair,

Clauses 1 to 4inclusive were called separately

and passed,

On motion of Hon. C. E. TALMA, seconded by Hon,
G. G. FERGUSSON, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the pass-
ing of one Bill in Committee,

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported ac-
cordingly.

On separate motions of Hon, E, W. BARROW, second-
ed by Hon, C. E, TALMA in each case, the Bill was
read a third time and passed,

THE STOLLMEYER PENSION BILL, 1963

Mr. SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in the
name of the Hon. Premier; to movethe second reading of a
Bill to authorise the payment of a gratuity and a pension to
Charles Rex Stollmeyer formerly Trade Commissioner for
the West Indies in Canada, in respect of his service from
15th September, 1931 to 31st December, 1953,

Hon. E. W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, in 1955, the Gov-
ernment accepted a recommendation - (Loud Asides),

Mr. SPEAKER: In view of the difficulty of the incidence
of the acoustics, I would ask hon. members to desist even
from whispering among themselves.

Hon. E. W, BARROW: Mr. Speaker, in 1953, the Gov-
ernment accepted a recommendation of the Regional Econo-
mic Committee that in view of Mr. Stollmeyer’s — who was
lastly West Indies Trade Commissioner in Canada, — 22
years of service before he wasassimilatedintothe Federal
affairs with the Government of the West Indies, British
Guiana and British Honduras, we shouldaccept liability for
the payment to him of a pension in respect of his service
from 15th September, 1931 to 3lst December, 1953. 1
believe that was the day in whichhewas assimilated in the
services of the late Federated territories of the West In-
dies.

This Bill seeks to authorise the AccountantGeneralto
pay Mr. Stollmeyer a pension on the basis used for calcu-
lating pensions under the Perision Act of 1947,

1 beg to move that this Bill be read a second time.
Hon. C, E, TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

The gquestion was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division.

On motion of Hon, C. E. TALMA, seconded by Hon.
E. W, BARROW, Mr., SPEAKER left the Chair and the
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr, BATSON
in the Chair,
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Clauses 1 to 3 were caolled separately and'passed,

On motion of Hon, C, E, TALMA, seconded by Hon,
E. W. BARROW, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the passing of
one Bill in Committee,

6.20 p.m.

On motions of Hon, C. E. TALMA, seconded by Hon.
E. W, BARROW in each case, the Bill was read a third
time and passed.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS CONCLUDED

Hon. C. E, TALMA: Mr. Speaker, that concludes Gov-
ernment Business for the day.

THE ORDER PAPER

In fixing the Order Paper under Government Business,
the Items will remain as they are.l do not know if any hon.
member has any matter under Private Members' Business
which hewantsto move up.Inthatcase he has the opportun-
ity to do so now.

Mr. SEALEY: Mr. Speaker, 1 am asking thatOrder No.
12 standing in my name under Private Members' Business
be made Order No. 1 for the next meeting of the House.

Mr. SMITH: 1 object to that,
ORDER WITHDRAWN

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Speaker, I am asking thatQrder No.
15 standing in my name under Private Members' Business
be withdrawn.

There being no objection, leave was granted the
hon. member to withdraw the Order,

Hon. C, E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that
this House do now adjourn....

Mr. SEALEY: Mr. Speaker, ] am asking thatQrder No.
12 standing in my name under Private Members’ Business
be made Qrder No. 2 at the next meeting of this House.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is subject to the Hon. Minister
giving way.

There being no objection leave was granted the
hon. member.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I am asking thatQOrder No. 4
standing in my name under Private Members’ Businessbe
made order No. 4 at the next meeting of this House.

Mr. BATSON: 1 object.
THE ADJOURNMENT

Hon. C.E . TALMA: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move that
this House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 15th October 1963
at 2,30 p.m. of the clock.

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The question that this House do now adjourn until
Tuesday, 15th October, 1963, at 2,30 pem., of the clock,
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division,
and Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly,

6,30 p.m.
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SESSION 1962

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Tuesday, 15th October, 1963.

Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 2.30 p.m. o'clock today.

PRESENT

His Homour J. E. T. BRANCKER, Q.C., (Speaker );
Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD, (Mirnister of Development, Trade
Industry and Tourism); Mr, F. C. GODDARD; Mr. F. E. MIL-
LER; Mr. E. St.A. HOLDER, J.P.; Hon. C. E. TALMA,
(Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries); Hon.
J. C. TUDOR, M.A., (Minister of Education); Mr. J. W. COR-
RBIN; Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON,. (Minister of Communications,
Works and Housing); Mr. W. R. COWARD; Mr. R. St.C.
WEEKES, J.P.; Mr, W. R, LOWE; Mr. L. A, LYNCH, J.P.;
Mr. G. V. BATSON, (Chairman of Committees); Mr. J. B.
YEARWOOD and Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS, (Minister of
Social Services),

Prayers were read,
MINUTES

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minutes of the Meeting of the 1lst
October have been circulated, If there isnoobjection, they
will be confirmed. (4 Pausej

Hearing no objection, 1 declare the Minutes of that
Meeting to have been confirmed.

PAPERS LAID

Hon. W. A. CRAW FORD: On behalf of the Hon. Premier,
I am commanded to lay the following:

The Local Government (Compensation) (Amendment)
Regulations, 1963;

The Special Development Area (East Coast Road)
(Belleplaine to Bathsheba) Order, 1963;

The Development Duty (Capital Gains) (East Coast
Road, Belleplaine to Bathsheba) Order, 1963;

The Betterment Charge (East Coast Road, Belle-
plaine to Bathsheba) Order, 1963;

Statement of sums of money paid over to the Ac~
countant General by the Commissioner of Police during the
quarter ended 30th June, 1963;

Statement showing net Customs and Excise Receipts
for six months ended 30th September, 1963;

Statemers showing the arnounts advanced by the Gov~
ernment. of Barhados, and the amounts received from
Her Majesty's Governaent in the United Kingdom under
the provisions of the Colonial Development and Welfare
Acts; for the period ended on the 3let March, 1963 in
regpect of schemes sanctioned by the Legislature;

Statemen. showing the amounts advanced by the Gov~
ernment of Barbhados, and the amounts received from Her
Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom under the
provisions of the Colonial Development and Welfare Acts,
for the period ended on the 30th june, 1963 in respect of
schemes saucticned Ly the Legislature;

Barbados Statistical Service — Special StudiesNo.6 —
Census of Tourism: 1961.

Alsc, on my own behalf, { amx commanded to lay the
following;-

Eleventh Ammuel Report and Statement of Accounts
of the Natural Gas Corporation for the period 1st April,
1961 to 31 March, 1962;

Twelfth Annuai Reposrt and Statement of Accounts of
the Natwal Gas Corporation for the period 1 st April, 1962
to 31st March, 19263.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Government Noiices were given as follows,

Hon. £, W. BARROW: Resolution to place the sum of
$675 at the disposal of the Governor-in-Executive Commit-
tee to suppiement the Estimates 196364, Partl — Current,
a8 shown in the Supplementary Estimate, 1963-64, No. 20,
which forms rhe Schedule to the Resolution.

Hon, E. W. BARROW: Resolution to place the sum of
$1,487 at the disposal of the Governor-in~Executive Com-
mittee (o supplement the Estimates 1963-64, Part ] —
Current, as shown inthe Supplementary Estimate, 1963-64,
No. 21, which forms the Schedule to the Resolution.

Hon. E, W, BARRCW: Resolution to approve the state-
ment set out in the Schedule thereto, showing the mileage,
locality etc., of highways or portions of highways in the
Northern District Council Area which the Governor-in-
Executive Cernmittee proposes to place under the control
of the Director of Highways and Transport under the pro-
visions of section 9 of the Department of Highways and
Transport Act, 1945 (1945-12),

Hon. C, E, TALMA; Resolution to approve the sale by
the Governor~in-Executive Committee of a parcel of land
situate at Bay Street, St. Michael, as described in the
Schedule thereto.

Hon. C, E. TALMA: Resclution to approve the com~
pulsory acquisition by the Governor~in-Executive Com-




E— —

mittee of the Sugar Work Plantation called Graeme Hall,
described in the Schedule thereto, for the purpose of
ensuring a proper system of land utilisation for the use
and benefit of the public.

Hon. E. W, BARROW: A Bill relating to the Director
of Public Prosecutions.

Hon. E. W. BARROW: A Bill to repeal the Attorney
General (appointment, conditions of service anddismissal)
Act, 1961.

Hon. E. W, BARROW: A Bill to provide for the es-
tablishment of a Bank to be known as the Barbados De-
velopment Bank to provide financial assistance to develop-
ment enterprises in the Island and for matters connected
therewith or incidental thereto.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: A Bill to make provision for
the registration, licensing and supervision of quarries; for
the safety of workers employed therein; for the fencing
thereof and for matters incidental to and connected with
the foregoing.

Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: A Bill to provide for the
establishment of a Corporation to be known as the Carib-
bean Broadcasting Corporation, for the functions of the
Corporation, and for purposes connected with the matters
aforesaid.

REPLIES TO QUESTIONS

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, | beg to give
notice that Qral Reply to Parliamentary Question No.
83/1962, asked by the hon. senior member for the City
of Bridgetown, is ready.

Hon. C, E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give notice
that Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 89/1962,
asked by the hon, senior memberfor St. Andrew is ready
and that this Reply was given on a former occasion which
was on the 10:% September, this year,

2.55 p.m.

Hon. G, Q. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, I beg to give
notice that the Ora! Replies to the following Parliamentary
Questions are ncy’ ready:-

Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 100 asked
by the hon. senior member for St. James;

QOral Reply to Parliamentary QuestionNo. 110askedby
the hon, senior member for St. Thomas;

Oral Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 133 also
asked by the hon. senior member for St. Thomas.

in connection with the Qral Reply to Parliamentary
Question No. 133 asked by the hon. senior member for St.
Thomas, I should like to state that the Oral Reply to this
question was ready and was given on the 24th September,
1963.

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, ] beg to give
notice that the Qral Reply to Parliamentary Question No.
136 asked by the hon. senior member for St. Andrew is now

ready.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, | beg to give
notice of my intention to move the suspension of Standing
Orders 5, 14, 16 and 18 for the remainder of today's sitting,

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give notice of the
following Resolution:~

WHEREAS there are over a dozen tenants resident in
the parish of Clifton Hill Tenantry in the Parish of St.
Thomas;

AND WHEREAS the said tenants experience much
difficulty in getting in and out of their homes after a rain-
fall;

BE IT RESOLVED that this House request the Govern~
ment to make provision for resiting the said tenants in
an effort to alleviate the sufferings of the said people.

Mr. COWARD: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give notice of
the following Resolution:~

WHEREAS the people of the Sugar Hill area surround-
ing Kellman's pond have for sometime been suffering as
a result of the water which runsfrom the Sugar Hill highway
to the said Kellman's pond, and more so during the week
of heavy rainfall where the saidwater remains much longer
than is necessary for its disposal through not having any
proper means of disposal;

AND WHEREAS this matter was brought to the notice
of this Honourable House on a previous occasion, but there
seems to be a shifting of responsibility between the Depart-
ment of Highways and Transport, and the Public Health
Authorities of the Northern District Council as to whose
duty it is to provide a proper suck for the disposal of the
said storm water;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED thatin view of the fact
that the people who live in the area are human beings, and
all form a part of the Government, and further that the
health of the Community being of first importance, this
House request Government to issueinstructionstothe said
Department of Highways andTransport to preparea proper
suckwith as little delay as possible for the disposal of any
such water,

QUESTION

Mr. HOLDER: Mr. Speaker, to enquire of the Minister
of Social Services:-

Will Government resuscitate the two lawn tenniscourts
at the Playing Field at Thorpes Housing Area, St. James,
upon the spots where the two courtswere formerly sited,
one for the convenience of the residents of the said Housing
Area, andthe other for the use of the St. John The Baptist
Primary Schools?

REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE PRESENTED

Hon. J. C, TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the hon.
senior member for St. Peter, 1 rise to lay the Report of
the Select Committee appointed to consider and report on
the Bill to amend the Representation of the People Act,
1957. The Report reads as follows;~

The Committee appointed to consider and report onthe
Bill to amend the Representation of the People Act, 1957,
have the honour to submit the following Report:-

1. The Committee met on two occasions.

2. The Committee had at its disposal a memorandum
in the form of a draft Bill which had been prepared by the
Crown Law Qffice to amend the Representation of the Peo-
ple Act, 1957, and after careful consideration of the same,
recommend that the Bill asappearing inthe Schedule here-
to be substituted for the Bill presented for its considera-
tion.

3. The substituted Bill in no way conflicts with the
principle of the Bill introduced by Mr. F, L. Walcott nor
are its Objects and Reasons in any way affected by the
substitution, It simply embraces in a more comprehensive
form the proposals envisaged by Mr. Walcottin his amend-
ing Bill,

4. The Committee appreciates that other Bills such
as the Local Government Act, 1958, will have consequently
to be amended so as to bring them in line with the pro-
visions of this Bill and that regulations governing the
mechanism of allowing school children of 18 yearsold and

-



over — as well as inmates of institutions such as the
Government Industrial School — to vote, will have to be
made, but do not regard it as within their competence to
make any recommendations with respect thereto."’

BILLS READ A FIRST TIME

On motions of Hon"W. A, CRAWFORD, seconded by
Hon, C. E, TALMA in each case, the following Bills were
read a first time:

A Bill relating to the Director of Public Presecutions.

A Bill to repeal the Attorney General (appointment,
conditions of service and dismissal) Act, 1961,

3.05 p.m.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move
that a Bill to provide for the establishment of a Bank to be
known as the Barbados Development Bankto provide finan-
cial assistance to development enterprisesinthe}slandand
for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto, be
now read a first time.

Hon. C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move
that a Bill to make provision for the registration, licensing
and supervision of quarries; for the safety of workers em-
ployed therein; for the fencing thereof and for matters
incidental to and connected with the foregoing, be now read
a first time.

Hon. C. E, TALMA: | beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

ukthout division,

Hon. G, G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, | beg to move
that a Bill to provide for the establishment of a Corpora-
tion to be known as the Caribbean Broadcasting Corpora-
tion, for the functions of the Corporation, and for purposes
connected with the matters aforesaid, be now read a first
time.

A, DaC,

Hon. EDWARDS: 1 beg to secondthat,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,
'STATEMENT re LOSS OF FISHPOTS

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, at my request, the
Fishery Officer has been conducting an investigation into
the loss of fish pots suffered by fishermen as a result of
the rough seas followinginthe wake of hurricanes ‘‘Edith"’
and ‘‘Flora'’. This inquiry has been in progress from the
day immediately after the earlier tempestandwill be con-
cluded within the next few days. All fishermen who have
sustained losses and who require assistance should supply
evidence of ownership and loss to the Fishery Qfficer be-
fore Saturday, QOctober 19th, in order that Government
may assess the extent of assistance to be rendered.

Hon. E. W, BARROW: Mr. Speaker, 1 have the honour

to make the following Statement to the Honourable House:~

STATEMENT BY THE HONOURABLE PREMIER TO
THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY IN CONNECTION
WITH THE SUPPLY OF FOODSTUFFS TO
TOBAGO

‘‘On the 10th OQOctober the Government received a
telegram from the Acting United Nations Representative
in Port-of-Spain stating that the World Food Programme
had authorised an emergency allocation of foodstuffs to
Trinidad for the relief of hurricane stricken Tobago.

The telegram stated that desgpite all effortsto expedite
the shipment of these commodities several weeks would
elapse before the supplies which were urgently needed
would arrive in Trinidad.

Accordingly, the Government was reguested to explore
the possibility of locating some or all of a list of fourteen
essential commodities amounting to approximately 2,300
tons,

The UnitedNations Representative gave an undertaking
to the Barbados Government that it would in due course
consign replacement of any supplies to the lenders.

The Government immediately sought the co~operation
of commercial interests in the Island and as a result it
has been possible to shipthe following commadities on 14th
October to Port-of-Spain by the Booth Line Steamship
VAMOS:

1352 cartons canned meat
1500 cartons condensed milk
179 cartons butter
162 cartons cheese
15 boxes and 2 bales dried fish
1058 cartons canned fish
170 bags hard wheat {lour
108 cartons and 15 chests tea
10 drums vegetable oil.

A further shipment of maize, soft wheatflourand oats
is expected to be made shortly.

The Government is assured that the loan of the Com-
modities listed above will not in any event result in a
shortage of essential foodstuff in the 1sland.

The Government wishes toacknowledge the very ready
co-operation which has been given by the mercantile com~-
munity towards the relief of suffering in Tobago.”

1 also have the honour to make the following State-
ment on Local Government in this Island.

STATEMENT BY THE HONQURABLE PREMIER
ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN BARBADOS

‘‘1 have the honour to inform the House that I intend
to advise His Excellency the Governor on the appointment
of a Commission with the following or similar terms of
reference;~

To examine in gl] aspects the working of the three
Local Government QCouncils since the coming into opera-
tion of the Local Government Act of 1958 and to make
recommendations thereon in order to effect greater effi-
ciency in the services now rendered by the system at the
lowest possible cost to the ratepayers and taxpayers of
this Island.”’

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to give
notice of my intention to move the House into Committee
of Supply at its next meeting in order to deal with the
money Regolutions of which notice was given today.

1 should also like to move that Your Honour do now
leave the Chair and the House gointo Committee of Supply
to deal only with the Resolution of which notice was given
earlier today in gonnection with the sending of a representa-
tive to the Malays Sitting of the Commonwealth Parliament-
ary Association.

Hon. G, E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

Mr., SMITH: Mr. Speaker, you will pardon me because
1 came in late; but are we on Government Business now,
Sir?

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon. Leader of the House had
earlier given notice of his intention to move the suspen-




sion of Standing Orders Nos. 5, 14, 16 and 18, andl am
advised that that has not yet been done; but the Hon. Leader
had the intimation from the Chair that the leave of the
Chair is granted. I appreciate that intimation from the hon,
junior member for St. Joseph reminding me that the mo-
tion had not yet been made,

Mr. SMITH: Is the hon. member asking for leave to
deal only with this now? 1 would like the assurance from
the Leader that after this we will revert to Private Mem~
bers' Business till the time expires because this is Pri-
vate Members’ Business' time.

3.15 pom.

That is what 1 want to find out. If he is not going to
return to Private Members' Business after that, 1 would be
objecting; but I do not want to object topreventhimfrom
dealing with this matter now. 1 would like to know before
we sgtart to fire off the gun,

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, beforethe hon,
member starts to fire off any gun, he should pay attention
to what is going on. 1 distinctly said rhatl wasasking leave
to deal solely with the Resolution.

1 beg to move the suspension of Sanding Orders 5,
14, 16 and 18 for the remainder of the day.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speakerleeese

Mr. SPEAKER: ls the hon. member seconding the
motion?

Mr. SMITH: No, Sir. The Hon. Leader of the House
is moving a motion which has the effect of doing away
with Private Members’ Business for the day.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 understand him to say that he pro-
poses immediately after the suspension to deal only with
the Resolution of which he gave notice today.

Mr. SMITH: After that, ] take it that you will be going
on to Private Members’ Business.

Hon. C, E, TALMA: I beg to second the motion.

The question was put and resolved in the affimmative

without division.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Sir, I beg to move that Gov-
ernment Business be now taken andthatthe first Order of
the Day be the Resolution for the sum of $675 to which 1
directed your attention earlier today.

Hon. C, E, TALMA: | beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative
without division,

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Sir, 1 beg to move that Your
Honour do now leave the Chair and the House gointo Com-
mittee of Supply and that the House while in Committee
of Supply be instructed to deal with the Resolution for the
sum of $675 of which 1 have just given notice.

Hon. C, E, TALMA: 1 beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affimative
without division.

Mr, SPEAKER left the Chair and the House went into
Committee of Supply, Mr. BATSON in the Chair,

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE, 1963-64 No. 20
COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCQIATION

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Chairman, ithasbeen the
position of the Barbados Branch of the Commonwealth

Parljamentary Associatdon to participate in the activides
of the Association. At all the recent meetings, thisBranch
has been represented, and it is now proposed that, for the
meeting scheduled to take place in Kuala Lumpur in
Malaya in October to November of this year, a member
from this Branch should alsc be sent.

Hon. members will note from the Addendum to the
Resolution that since we are members of the Association
the actual cost of travel for our representatives to and
from Malaya and also incidental expenses while in Malaya
will be met by the General Council of the Association and
by the host country, Malaya, In other words, the Associa-
tion itself will pay all travelling expenses from Barbados
and back, and theactual expensesfor hotel,, entertainment
and what not in Malaya itself will be borne by the Govern-
ment and people of Malaya, All that we are asked to do,
and what we normally do, is to provide the representative
with a small subsistence allowance; and this, Sir, the sum
of $675 i8 the amount sought by the Resolution for the pur-
pose of granting a subsistence allowance to the member
who may be selected as the representative of the Barbados
Branch, It is calculated at the rate of $25 a day.

1 begto move that the Resolution do now pass.

G. G.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

Hon. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that,

without division,

On motion of Hon. W. 4. CRAWFORD, seconded by
Hon, C . E, TALMA, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the passing
of one Resolution in Committee of Supply.

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported ac-
cordingly,

On separate motions of Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD,
seconded by Hon, C. . TALMA in each case, the Resolu-
tion was read a first and second time and agreed to,

QUESTION TIME

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD; Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move
that Question Time be now taken,

Hon. C, E, TALMA: | beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affimative

without division,
3'25 Pems

ENQUIRY INTO THE DEATH OF
MR. ARNIE GREAVES

Mr. SPEAKER: The Reply has been laid to Question No.
33 standing in the name of the Hon. Leader of the Opposi-
ONe

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, To enquire of the
Appropriate Minister;

Will Government a8 soon as practicable causeacoms-
mission of enquiry to be institutedinto the case of the death

of Mr. Arnie Greaves, who was hospitalised as a result of
burns recejved from the fire on boardthe M,V. Daerwood?

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, the Reply to
the hon. member's question is as follows:~

"“The case of Arnie Greaves was the subject of a
Coroner’s Inquest at which all the circumstances surround-
ing his death were examined. In view of this it is not pro-
posed to insttute a Commission of Enquiry into the
matter,"’

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, in the circumstances, I
thank the Hon. Minister for his reply.

HARDSHIPS EXPERIENCED re ROADS IN THE
SOIL CONSERVATION SCHEME AREA

Mr. SPEAKER: The Reply has also been laid to
Question No. 89 standing in the name of the hon. senior
member for St, Andrew:-




Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Speaker, to enquire of the Honour~
able Minister of Agiculture, Lands and Fisheries:

1s the Minister aware of the hardships which will be
experienced by growers of canes in theparish of St, An-~
drew when harvesting begins, due to the fact that roads
in the area of the Soil Conservatdon Scheme do not come
under the function of the Department of Highways and
Transport, and therefore will not be eligible for construc-
tion or repairs by the said Department?

2. Will the Minister take the necessary steps at the
earliest possible moment to remove this seeming hard-
ship by causing the appropriate authorities to construct
temporary roads at the following for the benefit of the
peasant cane-growers;-

Work Hall (Cambridge); Rock Hall, King Street and
Mose Bottom East and White Hiil in the parish of St.
Andrew,

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, the Reply to the hon.
member’s Question s as follows;-

“l. No, Sir. The roads in the Scotland District fall
under the control of the Director of Highways and Trans-
port in respect of construction, repair and maintenance
in accordance with sections 4 and 11 of the Department of
Highways & Transport Act, 1945 and the First Schedule
thereto.

2. Repairs have been carried out by the Soil Conser-
vation Board to Rock Hall road. In view of the unstable
nature of the terrain in the other areas mentioned by the
Honourable Member, it {8 not proposed to undertake re-
construction work until the subsoil has been stabjlised.”

PUBLIC INCONVENIENCE IN OBTAINING CER-
TIFICATES FROM THE REGISTRATION
DEPARTMENT

Mr, SPEAKER: The Oral Reply to Queston No. 54
standing in the name of the hon. 2enior member for St.
Joseph is also ready. That Question was enquired of the
Honourable and Learned Premier;-

Mr. COWARD: To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:

1s it within the knowledge of the Minister that the
general public who require Certificates from the Regis~
tration Department of this Island is put to much incon-
venience in obtaining such Certificates?

2. If the answer is in the affirmative will the Minis-
ter issue directions that something be doneto relieve such
conditions?

Hon, E, W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, the Reply to Par~
Hamentary Question No. 54 asked by the hon, senior mem-~
ber for St. Joseph on the 12th june, 1962, is as follows:~

‘1. There is no indication that the public suffers undue
inconvenience in obtaining certificates from the Registra-
tlon Office. Certificates are normally avaflable within 48
hours after application has been made, andwhere requests
for certificates are urgent, every effort is made to have
such certificates prepared and issued without delay on the
day of application.

2, The possibility of further improvement of the
system is under active investigation,

PROTECTION ALONG THE LENGTH OF
THE WHARF

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have been informed that the Qral
Reply to Parliamentary Question No. 110 standing in the
name of the hon. sentor member for St. Thomas is also
ready.

Mr. BATSON: Mr. Speaker, to enquire of the Appro-
priate Minister:

A e — ]

I1sthe Minister aware that quite recently a motor
vehicle ran off the road adjacent to the Wharf into the
Careenage?

2, Will the Minister give urgent coasideration to the
erecton of a rail or some other means .f protection run-
ning along the length of the Wharf s. as to prevent the
recurrence of such an Incident?

Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, the Reply to the
hon. member’s Question i8 as follows:-

‘1. I am aware that recently a motor vehicle ran off
the road adjacent to the Wharf into the Careenage.

2, The erection of a rail along the length of the wharf,
while affording some measure of protection, would not
necessarily prevent the recurrence of such incidents,

Government isconsidering plans for the reconstruction
of Victoria Bridge and for the erection of a new financlal
butlding. These projects will entail re~alignment of the
roads and sidewalks in the area and the question of pro-
viding suitable protection for the wharf will be given con-
sideration when the plans for the area are being imple-
mented,”’

Mr, SPEAKER: The Qral Reply to Parliamentary
Question No. 133 standing in the name of the hon. senior
member for St. Thomas 18 also ready (After a pause). 1 am
informed that that Question has already been answered, but
somehow or other it has been placed on the list of notices
which 1 have received., 1 am advised that the answer is
ready to Parliamentary Question No. 132 standing in the
name of the hon. junior member forthe City of Bridgetown.
3.35 P.me

Mr. LYNCH: Mr. Speaker, the question reads as
follows:-

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:-

1. Do any Bus Concessionaires have written concessions
from the Government to operate buses along their respec-
tive routes?

2., If the answer to (1) i8 in the affirmative, what are the
names of such Concessionaires and the respective dates of
such concessions and will coples of the concessionsbe laid
on the Table of the House for the information of Members?

3. [If the answerto(l)isnegativeinwhole or in part, why,
and what actdon does Government intend to take to remedy
such a gituation?

Hon. G, G, FERGUSSON: Mr. Speaker, the reply is as
follows:-

“No, Sir,
Does not arise.

The Government proposes to review the question of
bus concessions in the light of the recommendations of the
Committee appointed to carry out an investigation into the
Public Transport of the lsland as soon as the Committee
submits its Report.”’

Mr. LYNCH: Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member for
his repiies.

Mr. SPEAKER; There remains apparently one more
Oral Reply standing, and that {8 to question No. 100 asked
by the hon. senior member for St. James who, 1 am advised,
is unable to be present this afternoon on account of urgent,
professional duties elsewhere.

Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, ] gavenotice of
the fact today that Oral Reply to QuestionNo. 136 was also
ready.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am advisedthatOral Reply to Parlia~-
mentary Question No. 136 is ready, and that stands in the




name of the hon. senlor member for St. Andrew, That gques-
tion is to be found onpage 8 of the Order Paper on its right
hand c¢olumn,

Mr. CORBIN: Mr. Speaker, the questdon reads as
follows:~

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:

Since the Haggatts Sugar Factory in the parish of St.
Andrew ceases to operate as such any more, will Govern-
ment cause an investigation to be made sothat workers who
have been employed at the said factory ~ both in the factory
and otherwise — will be told without delay what compensa-~
tion, if any, will be paid to them by the present owners of
the said Haggatts Factory?

Hon., W, A, CRAWFORD:; Mr. Speaker, the Replyis as
follows; -

‘“The Government, the Barbados Workers' Union and
the Sugar Producers’ Federation of Barbados have agreed
to implement a scheme for severance paymentsto displaced
sugar factory workers,Itisexpectedthat legislationto give
effect tc the proposals will be submittedtothe Legisiature
shortly.

In the circumstances the Government does not propose
to initiate an investigation of thisnature since itisnotcon-
sidered that it would serve any useful purpose,”’

Mr. SPEAKER: It seemsthatthereareno other‘Replie's
laid to questons, and Question Time accordingly {s auto-
matically closed.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSNESS

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD; Mr. Speaker, I beg to move
that Private Members' Business be now taken, andthat the
time be allowed for Private Members’ Business should be
until 4.30 Peime

Hon. C, E, TALMA: 1 beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmative

without division,

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order under Private Mem-~-
bers’ Business stands in the name of the hon. junior mem-
ber for St. John: to resume debate on the passing of a
Resolution re the Domestic Science Class at St. John's
Mixed Schools, The hon. junior member for St. John was
speaking when the time for PrivateMembers’ Businessex-,
pired on the occasion when last previously this matterwas
being discussed. Does tue hon. junior member for St. jokn
care to resume his address?

RESOLUTION re DOMESTIC SCIENCE CLASS AT
ST. JOHN'S MIXED SCHOLS

Mr. YEARWOQOD: Mr. Speaker, whenl last spcke on
this Resolution, I thought I had cleared all the aspects of
this Resolution, 1 had an indicatioa from the Minister that
by next term this Science Class at St. John would be re-~
organised. There is one thing which really struck me on
the last occasjon when I was speaking, and it is when the
hon. junior member for St, George saidthathisGovernment
had sent overseas to Canada 1,200 domestics, and although
that number had gone from this Island, only one domestic
had gone from St. John,

3.45 p.m.

All that happened in the Barbados Labour Party Gov=
ernment’s time, andl think I have said already that there
were many reasons for that, and I believe that the hon,
junior member for St, George knows of some of the reasons,

Mr. MILLER: Sir, I rise ona point of order. ! am most
reluctant to join issue with my hon. friend on this matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: Joining issue would not constitute a
point of order.

ki

M. MILILER: The Resolution which my hon, friend
is speaking on deals with the Domestic Science Class at St.
John's Mixed School and it was a question of whether the
Hon. Minister would be willing to re-open this class,

Mr. YEARWOOD: Honestly, the member in charge at
that time was a Minister of the Barbados Labour Party
Government, and he also knew the reason why none of the
domestics from St. John got the opportunity of going out to
Canada.

Mr. Speaker, I took pains here to give this Honourable
House some of the reasons which preventedthe girls of St.
John taking that active part which they should have taken,
and, as | have said, the present Ministry of Education is
making sure that this Sclence class will be re-opened as
from next term.

Hir, the only type of opposition to this class being re-
opened came from the hon, junjor member for St. George.
He said in his speech - a nonsensical speech 1 would call
it ~ that | wasunaware of the things which were going on in
the parish of St. John and that] did not even know where
the schiool was situated. I never expectedto hear that from
a member who was in Government at the time.

Mr. MILLER; Again, Mr, Speaker, ona point of order,
a Minister of the present Government said on about three
occasions during the debate that severaltimestheGovern=
ment made efforts to re-open the class and nobody was
willlng to come forward, The Minister made it clear that
nobody was willing to go on the class,

Hon, E. W, BARROW: Sir, 1 thinkitis only fair to point
out that thz Hon. Minister had tried to draw to the attention
of the House that there was a group of students who had
Grade 3 certificates and they were upgradedatthe request
~ 1 would not say compulsion -~ of the Minister of the last
Government, and then he coerced the person responsible for
the exzmination in downgrading those people who didnot do
too well in the examinadon. Consequently, when girlscame
forward to join the classes, they came forwardwith a lack
of interest: but that was a result of a loss of confidence in
the last Government and not in the Centre, because the re-
grading of those pupils was done at the instance of a Gov=~
ernment Minister,

Sir, I know that the hon. junior member for St. George
has not been powerful in arithmetic. If the allocation is 42
persons a year, how can he say that during their regime
1,200 persons went? They have not been in office for 30
years; it is not thirty years that this scheme has been in
operation. How ¢an he say that in the Barbados Labour
Party’'s regime 1,200 people were sent to Canada? That
couid not be right, not only by any law, but by any
arithmetdec,

Mr. MILLER: Mr, Speaker.uouo

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. junior member for St. John
was speaking and he wasinterruptedby his hon, and learned
colleague,

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, can ] ask a question?

Mr. SPEAKER: There are only two points, onea point
of order and the other a point of elucidation. Sometimes
these |polnts are made without conciseness, but it is still on
a point,

Mre MiLLER: Well, Sir, on a point of order, I would
like to know - in fact1 was locking at the Order Paper to
see the hon. members who spoke on this motion and it is
clear that the Hon, Premier did not take an opportunity to
address the House on this matter,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. junior memberfor St. George
is directing my attention on a point of order that the Hon.
and Learned Premier has not yet spoken in this debate.

Mr. MILLER: 1 want to know if the Hon, Premier has
just made his speech or if it i{s a point of order.

T i S ——— e RN



Mr. SPEAKER: | alloweditasa point of order just asl
allowed the hon. junior member for St.Georgeto rise on a
point of order,

(The hon. junior member for St, George and the hon,
junior member for St. John were on their feet,)

1 see two hon. members on their feet. Will both resume
their seats? Has the hon, junior member for St. George
completed his point of order?

Mr. MILLER: No, Sir. Again, there is no mass arith-
metic involved here, It has to be taken that the Hon. Pre-
mier has now made his speech,

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the hon. junior member for St.
John proceed? This is & speech in winding up the debate.
The hon. member ismaking his speech in reply to hon.
members who spoke on the motion.

Mr. YEARWQOD: That is my observadon, andl am
very thankful to the Hon. Premier for really explaining the
true position,

Hon. E, W, BARROW: Mr. Speaker,l rise on a point of
privilege. 1 have protested on several occasions over this
amplifying equipment which we have in here, As Minister
of Finance, 1 do think that, if we find this equipment is use-
less, we shouldsenditback to the people from whom we got
is as a freegift, Alternatively, if the equipment and the
defects are due to inefficient operation, then ] think we
should get efficient people to operate it. This has never
happened in the regime of the last Government, but any time
a member of the present Government is speaking we have
the greatest difficulty in making ourselves heardevenwith
the so-called system of amplification which we have.l am
tired coming in here and hearing members havingto make
the same complaint.

3.55 pP-m.

Mr. SPEAKER: I should Uke to inform the House that
during the two weeks' interval since the last meeting of
this House, 1 instructed that the persons from whom this
equipment was bought, Messrs. K, R, Hunte and Co,, should
send in their engineers, They have alleged that they have
remedied the trouble in respect of two condensers and they
have given a certificate to the effect that the equipment is
in good order and is voiceworthy again.

Hon. E. W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, ] take it that this
cerdficate is as valid as those which are issued by the St.
John's Housecraft Centre,

Mr, SPEAKER: I am not sure about that point which
was made by the Hon, Premier,

Hon, E., W, BARROW: It was a point of order.

Mr. YEARWQD: Mr, Speaker,] just wanted to say how
pleased ] was and how thankful I am to hear the Hon. Pre-
mier enlighten the hon. junior member for St. George that
it could not have been the number of 1,200 domestics who
went to Canada in their time, if they were sending out forty-
two domestics per year. Again, theHon, Premier might not
have worried himself to think about the matter; this number
of 1,200 could have gone under the Government of the La-
bour Party, but you do not know how they would have gone,
That {s what I was coming to, This number of 1,200 could
have gone out, but not as domestics, becausel know that a
lot of them who went out did notgo as domestics; yet, they
went, That is what is happening. We do notknow how many
people went through the chute,

Mr. Speaker, 1 hardly think that any hon. member of
this Chamber would oppose the re~opening of this Centre
and therefore ]l have concluded my speech,

The question that this Resolution do now pass was
put and resolved in the affirmative without division,
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SUSPENSION OF SITTING

Mr. SPEAKER: In accordance with the notification
which was givento hon, members already as to the proposed
joint meeting of this Chamberandthe (>ther Place at 4 p.m.
of the clock, I now beg to move that tt:}s House do now ad-
journ or rather that this sitting be nc suspended for half
an hour,

Hon. C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question that this sitting be now suspended for
half an hour was put and resolved in the affirmative without
division, and Mr, SPEAKER suspended the sitting accord-

ingly.
On re-assembling,

Mr. MILLER: Mr, Speaker, there being no quorum 1
am asking that the bell be rung.

Mr. SPEAKER: | thank the hon. junior member for St.
George for pointing out to methe absence of a quorum. Let
the bell be rung.

Mr. SMITH: For how long is the bell to be rung? (A
MEMBER: For two minutes.)

On the bell being rung a quorum was obtained,

Mr., SPEAKER: Will the Hon. Leader of the House let
us know whether he proposes to proceed with Government
Business now?

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD:1 beg to move that Government
Business be now taken.,

Mr. SMITH: On a point of order, Mr.Speaker, am1 in
order or are we in order now to proceed with anything? The
motion was made that this House do now adjourn until 4.30
p.m, of theclockandthathourhaslong passed, I would like
to know {f we are in order now to make any motions or to

do anything.

Hon. E, W, BARRQOW: On a point of order, There was
never any such motion made, The sitting of this House was
suspended for half an hour; thereforel do not know where
these illusions are coming from now.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Clerk has advised me thatthe of-
ficial record states that the sitting of the House was sus-
pended for haif an hour. According to the record, the House
was not adjourned but the sitting was suspended for 30
minutes; therefore it i{s in order for usto proceed with the
business of the day.

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: 1 beg to second the motion that
Government Business be now taken.

The question that Government Business be now taken
was put and resolved in the affirmative without division,

BANKING BILL

Mr. SPEAKER: The first Order of the Day under Gov=
ernment Business stands inthe name of theHon, Premier;-
To move the second reading of a Bill to make provision to
regulate the business of banking and for purposes connected
therewith,

Hon. E. W, BARROW: Mr, Speaker, whatl am going to
say on the introduction of thisBillisnot golng to be pleas-
ing to a lot of people in thiscommunity, but at a time when
we are undertaking social and economic changes, it is in-
evitable that a few eggs have to be thrown in if we are
making omelettes. It isalsoinevitable thata few skulls will
have to be cracked, and people who have been enjoying im-
munity and who have chosento tamper with business of this
ldxgod. will find legislation of this nature very distasteful.
4, Psms
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This is only the beginning of a series of legislative
measures which will tighten up the financial institutions of
this country. 1 hope very shortly tointroduce legislation to
deal with insurance companies, but anything thatl may say
about the introduction of legislation isnottobe taken as an
indictment necessarily against all the instdtutions which now
perform services in this country.l wantto make that clear.
1 therefore make no apology for the provisions of this Act,
because it is long overdue.

in recent years the needfor banking legislationin Bar-
bados has been manifest to all and sundry because of what
has happened in connection with more than one bank or so-
called bank, The whole object of this Bill, Mr. Speaker, is
to protect the money belonging to the public.In particular,
the Bill seeks to protect depositors. In the Bill the term
“‘banking business'’ has been defined as meaning among
other things recefving money from the public on current
aceount, deposit account or other similar account, It has
been suggested that this alone should not make a banking
business,

Within the pastforty-eighthoursl have been discussing
with some of theinterests whether Friendly Societies might
not find themselves caught within the toils of the provisions
of this Bill, That {s a matter of legal interpretation, but it
is not our intentlon that Friendly Societies should be con-~
sidered banks within the meaning of the Act, because they
are sufficiently controlled, in our opinion, by other legis-
ladon which we have on the Statute Book of the Island. It
has been suggested, asl said, that the mere depositing of
money with a personor aninstitution shouldnot render that
person or institution lable to the sanctions which are im-
posed under this Bill, We cannot accept the suggestions, Mr.
Speaker as it would then leave the door open for someone
to set up an insttution, receive money from the public on
current account, depositaccountandother similaraccounts
and not conform with all the various safeguards and re-
quirements of the Act. The public would not be protected.

All of these points, Mr. Speaker, have been discussed
with all the rcputable banking institutions in this country. 1
do not claim to have discussed them withall, but certainly
the opinions of all the major reputable banking {nsdtutions
in this country have been canvassed, their advice has been
sought, we have held severa] discussions between my Minis~
try and the banks both on an official and unofficial level, and
points have alsoc been raised by the leading business
interests in the City of Bridgetown and outside of it, We
have discussed these points with them: but we have convert-~
ed them, in the majority of cases where they had certain
fears, that there is nothing for the honestman to be afraid
of in a Bill of this kind,

One other objecton which has been made is that this
legislation puts great power in the hands of theMinister of
Finance and that there might be a Minister in future who
would abuse this power, It hasnever been suggested by any
of the business interests or any of the banks that the
present Minister is likely to abusethispower. This kind of
heresy can only be found among the ranks of the former
Government Party. I should like to say, Sir, that it does
put a lot of power in the hands of the Minister of Finance,
but not power for evil, but power to root out evil; and the
people who are honestinthis community would have nothing
to fear from me personally or within the constitutional pro-
tection afforded by the Bill against any future Minister of
Finance, because there is no provision in this Bill which
gives the Minister of Finance power to commit an evil act
against any institution or person going in for the business
of banking, but only power to root out evil. 1 should like to
say that, moreover, an elected Government is always sub~
ject to the controlling influence of public opinion with all
the necessary checks and balances which a nominated of~
ficial or nominated member of a legislature would not
normally be subjected to.

As an encouragement, Mr. Speaker, to the establish-
ment of indigenous banks, provision is made in Clause 7
for the paid up capital from such a bank to be not less than
$250,000 as against $2 million in the case of Banks incor-
porated outside the Island, 1 think it should be clear to
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everyone, that by stipulating a smaller paid up capital for
local banks in contra-distinction to foreign banks, wewould
encourage the localisation of savings by people inthe com-
munity, andencourage them to goin, whether as cooperative
or otherwise, to the business of banking for themselves,

Now I do not know whether 1 would be trespassing on
private preserves by mentioning this, but 1 donot intend to
call any individualinsdtution,1tis within my knowledge that
certain business places in Bridgetown have foravery long
period of tdme with the shrewdness of the average Barbados
businessman been mobilising savings by having people de~
posit savings with them onwhich they pay rates of interest.
I think 1 am extremely fair to these business places, In
other words, they have been more or lessacting as bankers,
This is how theinsttution of banks grew up after the Middle
Ages, thelateSixteenth Century and early 17th Century, The
goldsmiths were the traditional bankers, People deposited
their jewellery and'currency with the goldsmiths because
they had the safes in which to keep articles of value, The
average wealthy person in Great Britain and in Europe at
that time, because the New Worldhadnotgot off the ground
yet, as it were, did not lke to leave their articles of value
at home when they went to their country estates or when
they went out on their severaloccasions; and so they would
go to the goldsmiths and deposit these items of jewellery
and so on. Eventually they began to deposit currency, and
after a time the goldsmith began to use the money by ar-
rangement with their clients and to pay interest on the
money which was left with them. It is sdll the practice of
many persons to go to banks and deposit their jewels with
their bankers, and this only carries on a tradition out of
which the whole system of banking arose,

Similarly, here in Barbados we have a rather unique
practice which i1s not in any way primitive.It is a bit more
advanced in most countries in which people deposit money
with certain business houses ~ andthis{s something which
1 am aware of ~ andthebusinesshouses pay thermn interest
on it. Well, there has been a certain amount of trepidation
in the business community as to the position of these busi~
ness houses in relation to the practice which they have
traditionally carried on, 1 should like to say, Mr. Speaker,
that it is a quesdon on whichl have not finally made up my
mind; but let me putitthisway:] cannot take judicial notice
of a practice, not being a judge of course in the first in-
stance, or even in the position as Minister of Finance, and
legislate against a practice which is not illegal.

5.00 p.m.

What I am trying to do Is to legislate against illegal
practces; | cannot legislate against things which are per-
fectly legitmate. I wouldgo further and say at once that it is
more than possible that when these business institutions
take legal advice they may find that they come under the
provisions of the Act. What this Government is trying to
do is to ensure honest banking practices, We are trying to
make sure that the mobilisation of savings in this country
is in no way discouragedby people who manage banks which
appear to be banks but which goinfor all kinds of specula~-
tive practces, thus jeopardising the deposits of their de-
positors. Where a business house wishes to deposit its
account with a bank, that is a matter of private domestic
arrangement, and if they prefer to do that where they may
not be protected by the provisions of the Act; where they
prefer to do that, probably by way of inducement, by way of
higher interest rates, rather than go to traditionalinstitu-
tdons to bank their money, that is a matter of private
domestic arrangement andl have no intention to interfere
with that, Butl should like to lethon. members who may nc*
be aware of thesethings know that I am aware of these
things, These are my general observations andl do not in-
tend to be personal, 1 think that the banking business in
Barbados is growing, ascanbe witnessedany time one goes
down Broad Street, You find that the small people in Bar-
bados are becoming conscious that there is an institution
of banking in this country and 1 think more people are
familiarising themselves with the mystery of the cheque
book, and all those things help to mobilise savings in a
country,

Mr. Speaker, you know that we have actively supported
an organisation prometing thrift among the community and




the “‘Buy Local’’ campaign. This Bill is an extension of
these atttudes of the Government. I am making sure that
the public whose interestswetry toinvoke in these matters
are not fleeced by the dishonesty of people who even do not
know what they are doing.

Mr, Speaker, this Bill is dividedinto seven parts, Part
1 relates to preliminary matters and Part 11 relates to the
licensing of banks, Part Ill provides for capital and re-
serves, that is to say, the minimum capital authorised,
subscribed and paid up and so on and the maintenance of
reserve funds. Part IV deals with the restriction on banking
business, for or against, such as restrictions of dividends,
persons debarred from bank management, restricton on
use of title ‘‘bank’’, and. restriction on certain activities
by ldcensed banks. Part V makes provision as to returns
and necessity for submission of such returnsto the Minister
of Finance and for the due publication of balance sheets.
Part V1 deals with examinaton and audit, Part V1l deals
with General, such as restrictions of loans onthe security
of land; on unclaimed monies; fee payable by licensed bank;
Attorney General’s flat; imprisonment in default of payment
of fine; publication of orders; regulations; saving and
repeal,

Sir, there are two Bills in which the Government is
actively interfering with banking business. Firstly,1 should
like to say this. Barbadoshasatpresenton its Statute Book
an Act dealing with forelgn banks, It is probably about two
or three clauses and it deals with the licensing of those
banks, That, of course, will be repealed.

1 may also say that in the United Kingdom there is no
legislation whatsoever dealing with or controlling the ac-
tlvities of banks, 1 should like to make this clear. That is
what probably explains the way in which Barbadians have
been allowed to doasthey like with the money of depositors
and the general public, because Barbados feels that England
does not have any legislation for the controlling of the
activitles of a bank, and therefore, we need not have any,
either, That is not the view of this Government. Sir, 1 am
very happy to say that within the last four weeks after we
had decided on this matter, a Bill was drafted. We have
people here as competent as people in the British Govern-
ment. We have some people inthe Civil Service as brillfant
as some in the British Civil Service.

We are interfering - and interfering actively — in the
banking business of thelsland.Inthe firstinstance, we have
set down a specific amount of money asthe minimum capi-~
tal authorised, We are interfering by making them maintain
a fixed reserve ratio, and we are interfering by making
banks do something which they did not do hitherto — and
that {sto publish their accounts and submit them to the Min-
ister of Finance so that we can keep a constant check on
their business, | may say thatthe authorisedcapital is low,
but we have to make it low in order to encourage the easy
credit of the country.

Let me explain to you what has happenedin the United
States which i3 a country which believesinfree enterprise,
There was nothing to control their banking business and,
Mr. Speaker, you will forgive meif] digressfor a few min-
utes to say this, In 1929,] thinkit was on the 26th October,
- it was a Black Friday — 4,000 banks in the United States
closed their doors on thatday.l think it was either the 26th
or the 29th October, Anyone who lived through the depres-
sion of the United States would know of the 25 million un-
employed in the United States, the 10 millfon {n the United
Kingdom, the 15 million in France where the whole racket
started: and, therefore, everyone in Barbados who knows
of that wouldagree thatwe should tighten up on the financial
institutions of the Island, Anyone who is acquainted with
what happened during that depression would not want to go
through that ime and experience again. All of that was due
to some bankers in France and the United States. As a re-
sult of that, President Roosevelt had to set up a system of
banking business and there are 1,200 Federal Reserve
Banks in the United States,

S.10 Pem.
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As far as| remember, the Bank of England came into
legal prominence about the year 1799, The Bank of England
is the governing bank, but it isnotthe Government’s Bank.
1t is really a joint-stock bank, but the Government has the
right to appoint the Managing Directo: asitwere, In Eng-
land they did not really need any legi slation like this be~
cause they have accepted certain cor entions and certain
traditions. The Bank of England is the bankers’ bank; it is
not the people’'s bank and they have been using the device
of the infladon of the fiduciary issue, There is now an
amount of some £1,742 million. Thatistheamount of notes
which they have in circulation during the normalyear. They
are able to use thatdevicein orderto meet the inflationary
and the deflationary situation., They do nothave to have the
system which we have; we have to offer for every dollar,
four and twopence deposited with the authoritdes in the
United Kingdom. When we talk about the fiduciaryissue, we
do not have that issue which the UnitedKingdom has had. In
the Banking Department the Chancellor of the Exchequer
works in close co-operation with the Bank of England, and
he can actually drive five joint stock banksin England into
the Bank of England by manipulating the rates of interest,
When money gets short they have to go to the Bank of Eng-
land, and that is why control is exercised. That is not a
situadon which would lend itself to our situation here and
that is why we must introduce banking legislation,

It was discovered that the Banks used to lend some
money on the deposits.l want to make it clear that, as to
the acceptance of the local currency bank notes - one and
two dollar notes - they haveintrinsic valuein themselves,
1 am explaining to hon. members why we have to have this
legislation whereas in the United Kingdom they donot have
to have {t. I am notgiving hon. members a lecture on bank=
ing; I am justmaking this explanation to hon. members, The
position {s not as it is in the United States, If you have two
dollars = ] do not know if anybody here has a United States
dollar note with him; perhaps the hon. junior member for
the City will lend me onefree of charge, However, Sir, you
will find that in the United States currency you are given
the amount of silver on presentation of & note, This dollar
note is a silver certificate; this certificate certifies that
there is on deposit in the Treasury of the United States of
America one dollar, This certificate is legal tender for all
debts, public and private. One dollar in silver payable to
the bearer on demand. TheUnited States of America {s now
on the silver standard, not the gold standard, On presenta=
tion of this dollar note which] holdin my hand, theoretically
at any rate, one can demand thathebe given the equivalent
amount of silver.(Aftera Pause), Thisisnot to be made the
property of the House (Laughter) [t may be that that is why
the hon. junior member for the City was so reluctant to
surrender his U, S, dollar, (L aughter), ] want very briefly
to explain this matter, The value of money in a place lke
Barbados does not depend upon your ability to trade it for
a given amount of silver or gold;itall depends on the con~
fidence which the people have in the negotiability of our
money, In the last analysis however, if you have Eastern
Caribbean currency, it means that you have to be paid in
pounds sterling, We have had a lot of trouble with British
Gulana where the Government even refused convertbility

into another paper currency; but all we can insist upon is
that as long as you present more than $25,000 at one time
you can insist that you be paid forthis at the Bank of Eng-
land in pounds sterling. Inthe United States of America, you
have a certificate which has intrinaic value in silver in
making spoons, bracelets, trophies and all sorts of things;
as a matter of fact, you can do all things with silver, but
you cannot do these things with paper. Mr. Churchill has
tried out a device which brought out a treatise on the gold
standard,

Anyhow, Sir, the position is that our currency s very
closely linked up with the system where people deposit
money on a bank. When people left money with the gold-
smiths, they used to go out on trips and they did not know
when they would come back. Some of the rich landowners
would insure that their jewellery was all intact. It looks
like the apocryphal story of Barbadian depositors going to
Barclays Bank and calling for their money in order to make




sure that it {s sdil there, counting it, and puttdng it back
there right away,
4.50 Pem.

This is not such an aprocryphal story or fatuous exer-
cise as a lot of people would think, because there were
people in the United Kingdom who used to go to the gold-
smith and call for their boxes to see if their money was
still there. Of course bank notes were notcurrency at that
time so much; so they would go andcount their gold coins.
Some of them would not have a safety deposit box and would
leave their gold coins with the goldsmiths because they had
vaults; so in time the goldsmiths found they could safely
use the money because money was not indentifiable in
contra-distinction to jewellery which had dowry halimarks
and things like that on them, and even if a fellow came in
and asked for his money to be counted, he could take up 500
gold sovereigns and say ‘‘This is your money; it is still
there', But what he discovered s this; that he had 100
clients who usedto leave their things with him for safe keep~
ing, and perhaps in the course of twelve months only ten
of these people would come in and draw back out their
money, and so they cleverly decided they could lend out
the other 90%, get interest on it, and apart from making
people pay rent for the vault, they could then make some
extra money on the deposits which werethere for the sim-
ple reason that the coins were not identifiable, and that is
how the whole banking system arose.

Banks do not make money because they apply fertilisers
to the money which has been deposited and watch it grow.
They make money because when you deposit money through
that establishment, on the law of averagesyouare not going
to come back in a certain time for it, and they can safely
lend it out; and even if you do come in for it, unless there
is a run on the banks where everybody loses confidence in
the country, you are perfectly safe to lend out 909, or 92%
which you have on deposit, We are now making provision
for that in this Bill., Obviously it is not right that all the
deposits should be lent out, In truth and in factl am going
to make a fantastic statement; they do not lend out 90%;
they lend out 900% on the average, That is what happens
in the banking system, and this is another exercise al-
together, because people who want to borrow large sums
of money do not walk about with suft-cases; they do it by
way of book transactions; and every time you make a big
transaction you are increasing the deposits of the bank, and
from the injtal deposit, say, of $100, youcan probably get
out deposits of $10,000 just by booktransactions, The bank
might have $190,000 on deposit at the bank theoretically,
and then theytake 0% of $190,000 and deposits on the books
are increased inthatway, Butwhyaml saying all this? The
average person in Barbados does not understand the very
danger implicit in a situation like that,Itmeans that if you
have a person whoisreckless running a bank, in his avarice
to get interest or to speculate, he may take all the deposi-
tors’ money and lend it out, and then something happens—
a war is declared or some external thinghe does not think
of = and there {s a run onthe bank and what happens? You
have to declare abankholiday,This wasthe whole business
of a bank holiday. When the bank founditself in an awkward
position, it would close its doors and say the bank was on
holiday, and then runaround andborrow money from some-
body and fix the books, The next morming or a week later the
doors would be opened again. We are now sanctifying bank
holidays and elevating them in prominence on the Statute
Book; but a bank holiday was a deviceto keep a bank out of
trouble near the end of the month particularly, A bank holi-
day usually followed a week after the end of the month. A
bank holiday was given to give the bank a chance to catch
itself and borrow money from overseas to get the books
fixed up. We do not go in for bank holidays; we have to
change that Act and call it the PublicHolidays Act because
we are not giving people bank holidays to fix up any books.

Mr, Speaker, what happened inthe UnitedKingdomwas
this: it was known amongst people in the banking and busi-
ness world that a bank could safely lend out 92§ of its de-
posits, but during the depression or just before the
depression there was a lot of speculation going on. The
banks lent out a lot more; sotheamount of hard cash which
they had in their vaults and the day to day withdrawals from
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the bank were far below whatthey actually should have had,
and in many cases they were non-existent, and this is what
happened in October 1929 in the United States, The 4,000
banks had lent out so much money andmade so much money
out of the depositors that when the bubble burst and the in~
flationary spire started to take the steep down-turn, these
banks had no money to pay to their depositors, and there-
fore they had to declare a bank holiday for 4,000 banks; so
Federal Reserve Legislation was introduced to stop this
kind of practice.

We are now a society whichisinthe transitional stage.
People are now beginning to appreciate the institution of
banking, We are getting more and more investmentin joint
stock organisations; we are getting people who are con-
scious of the use of the cheque system, and it §s all the
more reason why we shouldtry to safeguard the community
at this stage before things get out of hand. The banks in the
United Kingdom paid lip service to the jdea of a liquid re-
serve ratio, that being the money which they would actually
have in their vaults in the banks when they made up their
balance sheets; so you would find that the banks would have
a lquid reserve ratlo and a cash reserve rato. If it had
in the liquid reserve £1 million, itwouldtry te get another
£1 million in cash, It would have a second line of defence
which would be money on call at short notice, then Treasury
Bills, Treasury Deposjit Receipts and matters of thatkind,
and then long term loans and matters like that which in all
cases they could not hope to put their hands on, The cash
reserve value and the 10% lquid reserve might be to the
order to 30% or 35%, because they should have not only
cash, but another 259 of money at call and money at short
notice, and things like Treasury Deposit Recedpts and
Treasury Bills which in ninety days at the maximum they
could have back in.

If 1 had told you something, Mr. Speaker, you would
not want to believe me; but therearefive joint stock banks
in the UnitedKingdom, and when the financial papers pointed
out that they were not playing the game, they said ‘‘L.ook at
our balance sheets; we have a respectable reserve ratio.”’
Why should the Government of Barbados put itself out to
insist that balance sheets be submitted at specific imes to
this Government? | will tell you the reason, and it is with
my insistence that it has been put in. You could not want
more reputable institutions than these: the Midland, the
Nadonal Provincial, Barclays, Lloyds and Westminister,
These are the five big joint stock banks in the United King-
dom and they have joint banks all over the world, There are
no real banks outside of these in England, because most of
the private banks are usually subsidiaries of what was
called the Big Five in England, What they used to do was to
publish their balance sheets on different days of the week,
There are seven days in the week and they only had five
banks; so it would run like this. 1 cannot vouch for the ac~
curacy of the days of the week, but it would be to this order,
The Midiand Bank would publish theirs on Monday; the Na~
tional Provincial on Tuesday; Barclays on Wednesday;
Lloyds on Thursday and Westminister on Friday, Well, what
was the purpose of doing that? The firstthing that appears
on the left hand side is the asseis of the bank, and there you
will see the ability of the bank to meet demands for with~
drawals made upon it demonstrated,
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Therefore, what you have on the left hand side is very
germaine to the bank’s solvency or liquidity. There peopie
look at your cash in hand, and if they see that the ratio of
cash in hand to total deposits is alright, well then, those
people would go to bed happy. Asl was saying, they had one
bank and all the cash used tobein that bank and on a Mon-
day a van would drive with that cash to the Midland Bank,
and then the bank would say thatthe cash they have in hand
was so many million dollars, On a Tuesday morning, that
same cash would be driven to another bank and, as you
would see, {t would be the same kind of cash moving from
one bank to the other., The Accountant would go into the
vault which has that kind of solid rolled steel doors such as
you have on a rolled top desk, and he would say after mak-
ing acheckthatthe cashinhandwas so much and that would
go on the books of the Bank. This is what has happened in
my time — not inandquity. Thisiswhat has happened right
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up to pre-war days and post-war; therefore, in 1946, they
had to insist thatall the banks make up their balance sheets
on a Wednesday. That shows you what the lust for making
profits would drive some people to do. I have used that as
an illustration, Of course, somme people would say that it is
a libel on the banks, butl have had opportunities for check-
ing it. Now, the Bank of England, not so much by legisla-
tion, but by entreaty, has now persuaded theGeneral Stock
Banks to make up their balance sheets on the same day.

We are f{nsisting that the banks in Barbados publish
their accounts and submit them to the Minister of Finance
because if we do not protect the publicin this way, it would
be possible for a dishonest banker to borrow money by
usury, and say his cash in hand is so and so, therefore in-
spiring false confidence amongst the members of the public
and, as I have said, after he has finished making up his
balance sheet, he will send back the money.

I am not anaccountant: butwhenwe put in this Bill that
they must publish their accounts and submit them to the
Minister of Finance, it is not because we want to pry into
anybody's accounts. The only body who has any such au-
thority is not the Minister of Finance, but the Commissioner
of Inland Revenue. There is no politician, no Minister, no
Government Servant who can go and investigate, evenwhen
this Bill is passedand becomes law, the individual-accounts
of depositors who put up money in any bank. I am not in-
terested in anybody’'s account, butl hope the Commissioner
of Inland Revenue does his duty and when he is doubtful
of anybody's accounts, he investigates it. 1, as Minister of
Finance, am not interested in how much Mr. So-and=-So-has
on the bank; I am interested that Mr, So-and-So’s money is
protected and, therefore, as Minister of Finance the banks
have to send me periodical statements of their accounts so
that | can scrutinise them and examine them or seek the
advice of any expert to decipherthiem. Sometimes, you have
to call in some realbosscrookstogive you information; in
fact, sometimes you have to set a thief to catch a thief. A
most famous gambler, Escarny, is in the permanent em-
ployment of the Government of the United States because
he knows all the intricacies of gambling. I, therefore, re~
serve the right to call inanyaccountant or anybody whom 1
think can assist me inanalysing theaccountsof the various
banks. As ] have said, 1 am not interested in the personal
accounts of anybody, neither will the legislation whichis
introduced here today afford me the right to examine any-
body’s accounts in the banks.

1 think it is part of the duty that a bank must keep a
cash reserve of five percent and we have put in this Bill
what is accepted as the minimum cash reserve ratio which
a bank should have in its vaults, Weallow five percent be-
cause if you set it too high, withany country whose econo-
my is expanding, it means that it will have an inflationary
effect on the colony and a lot of money which is now out on
credit will have to becalled backinto build up the colony's
income.

Sir, 1 do not know if thereisany provision which might
cause some remarks from hon. members, but the interest-
ing thing about this cash reserve is that a cash reserve: of
five percent of their deposits must be deposited into the
Treasury of Barbados; therefore, the Treasury of Bar-
bados will be the custodian of the deposits of the people of
the 1sland and they cannot sendinandtell us that they have
five percent on deposits. They have to deposit it with us in
the Treasury and we will have the position where the
Treasury will not be depositing money with them, but they
will be depositing money with us,

In Part V, we make provision forthe submission of re-
turns to the Minister of Financeandfor the due publication
of the balance sheet and we have made provision in Part vi1
for examination by audit and, as] have said, Part V1l seeks
to make provisions of & genersl nature,

Mr. Speaker, | hope that] have notbored hon. members
by my exposition of the necessity for legislation of this
kind. If 1 appear to be pedantic, it must be borne in mind
that when you are in a community like this, you have to go
in for words of one syllable so as to make it abundantly
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clear to the people what you are doing, because after you
have sat down, you may feel that you have made yourself
clear as, what hon. members used to say, a pikestaff, al-
though 1 have never seen one, but you will find that hon.
members will get up and ask you questions and accuse the
Government of doing something, Sir, I think that I have
sufficiently explained the motives behind this Bill andl hope
that it will find general acceptance with hon. members.
(Cheers).

5.40 p.m.

W. A, CRAWFORD: 1 beg to second that.

Hon.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, we on this side of the
House support the principle of this Bill. It is quite a long
time now that a Bill of this sort to regularise banking in
Barbados should have been put on the Statute Book of this
Island. The depositors in the community should be pro-
tected and it should be the duty of the Government to see
that they are protected. Without these banking laws it
can be an easy matter for anyone to come in and set up a
banking business. We saw, for instance, not so long ago, that
a bank from overseas with an overseas name, a Canadian
name, had put up a sign board, and within the space of a
few weeks of deposits being made, enquiries were made;
nobody seemed to know the substance of this Bank and in
three or four weeks' time it ceasedtoexist, but the money
was paid back. Nobody lost anything as a result, but that
does not make for confidence inpeople saving their money.
Fortunately, in Barbados, we have established reputable
banks in which people have some confidence and it is for
that reason that people go to these banks and deposit their
money. The rates of interest at times are very low, but
people will only look for places in which they have con-
fidence, Mr, Speaker, itisforthatreasonthat] sayl agree
with the principle of this Bill, In this Bill the commercial
community were concerned as to whether they wouldbe in-
cluded in the term of a banking business. The practice has
gone on for a long time that people who have extra cash
will deposit money in the banks in Broad Street on short
terms. For this reason this business has expanded and it
helps the economy of thisisland. The money was deposited,
as ] say, on short termsoroncall, All of these businesses
were working on large overdrafts. For every thousand dol-
lars they can take in from somebody at one percent less
- | may say that if the commercial banks charge seven
per cent on their overdrafts, the commercial businesses
would take in money at six percent and that would reflect
in the balance sheet at the end of the year. That policy also
gave the person who was lending the money a better rate
of return than he would get either at the commercial
banks or the Savings Bank. You wouldnot get every person
who is going to walk into the firms and do that; the firms
do not advertise so that it is not generally known that that
is done, However, the practice has sprung up here and it
has strengthened the development of this island,

Mr. Speaker, 1 was very pleased to note that the Hon.
Minister of Finance said that it was not his intention to
interfere with practices which are above-board and pro-
vided that no one drew his attention to it. That is all very
well and good in that sense, but the Minister has very
sweeping powers in this Bill. He has said that it is not his
intention to interfere with good practices; but suppose we
have another Premier and Minister of Finance| 1 do not
think that the Bill as it has been drafted should remain in
this form, because it 13 not the intention of the Minister of
Finance to interrupt good practice. He should not put on the
Statute Book something which could be interpreted by a
Minister, and then there is no appeal to any one else, in a
manner which {s not the intention of the legislation which is
being passed. The Banks may seem to be satisfied, but this
is a most technical Bill. I donotpretend to understandor to
follow the ramifications of this Bill; but where this Bill is
concerned, in order to do justice to the laws of Barbados,
1 do firmly believe that it would be a wise thing to refer
this Bill to a Select Committee so that we can hear the
opinion of everyone, not merely the bankers, but the com-~
mercial community, the depositors and the Government;
then we could come back here and have a proper Banking
Bill placed on the Statute Book. We welcome this Bill, and
we say that it is overdue,




Hon. E, W. BARROW: Mr. Speaker, is the hon. mem-
ber suggesting that this is not a proper Banking Bill? 1
should like to inform the hon. member that | have been
working on this Bill for about twelve or fifteen months and
the only reason why ithastaken solong to come before this
Chamber is that we have been canvassing the opinion of all
the mercantile community. That is why ] gave such & full
exposition as to the Objects and Reasons of this Bill, and 1
gave the assurance that there is nothing which would re-
strict legitimate practices which now go on. In spite of all
that, the hon. member says that we should send this Bill
to a Select Committee and bring in a prc;Per Billl That
would mean that the whole of thistwelve or fifteen months’
work has created something which is not in order.

MEMBERS: Order{

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am unable to hear the point of order
which s being made by the hon, member because of other
voices which 1 am hearing.

A MEMBER: We are speaking about order.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, I am at a loss to under-
stand the Hon. Premier when he says that he has put the
terms of this Bill to the commerical community because,
as far as 1 know, this Bill has only come to their notice
within the last ten or twelve days,

5.50 p.m.

1 wasone of a delegation that met the Financial
Secretary and the Attorney General on thig matter, and
neither one of those gave us any assurance, What the Minis-
ter has told us today is something 1 have heard for the
first time.

Hon. E, W, BARRQOW: On a point of order, they would
be aut of their minds if they gavehon. members &n assur-
ance, I am the only person who can do that, We do not run
this thing from the foot; we run it from the top. The point
of order is that the only person to give the assurance is
myself, and that is why I gave it here on the floor of the
House.

Mr. GODDARD: The Hon. Premier has now given me
the assurance for the first time, but he also said he gave
the commercial community. 1 should like to ask at what
stage. (Hon. E, W, BARROW: 1 said they were consulted),
As far as 1 know, the assurance that you gave today is
still somewhat contradictory.

Hon. E, W, BARROW: 1s he talking about the Speaker?
He cannot say; ‘‘the assurance you gave’’,

Mr. SPEAKER: The Speakef tries to intervene as
infrequently as possible.

Mr. GODDARD: In Clause 2*‘banking business’’ means
the business of (a) receiving money from the public on
current account, deposit account or other similaraccount;
(b) paying and collecting cheques drawn by or paid in by
customers and making advances to customers. (c) receiving
money on a savings account from the general public re-
payable on demand or after not more than three months’
notice. It goes on to say in Clause 3, subsection (2) that
the only person who can interpret that is the Minister of
Finance. This is sweeping powerthatis givento that Minis-
ter, It reads as follows:-

“‘Inthe event of doubt as to whether a company is or is
not carrying on banking business the matter shall be sub-
mitted to the Minister for his determination and the deci-
sion of the Minister thereon shall be final and conclusive
for all purposes of this Act.”’

Now the Minister of Finance hasassured ustoday that
it is not his intention to interfere with the commercial
community......

Hon. E, W, BARROW: On a point of elucidation, I
really do not want to interpret the hon. member, butl
think I should make my position clear because he may not
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have understood me. You will remember, Sir, that] said
very clearly that in my opinion it mightbe just possible —
and then ] went on to say more than possible — that they
do come within the provisions of the Act. 1 made that
abundantly clear, I do not give any legal interpretation,
nor do I allow any Government official to give legal in-
terpretation to statutes, because | think thatis the business
of the Courts, and ] have said in here time and time again
that it is not the duty of any Minister — particularly the
hon. senlor member for Bridgetown who is always asking
for legal interpretation on certain Clauses, nor of any
politician — to give a legal interpretation. I am not dis-
guising anything, but ] have expressedan opinion that it is

more than possible that they do come within the provisions
of the Act; but the legislation was not intended in the first
instance to apply to them, and under normal circumstances
1 would not strain at looking to see who was carrying on
legitimate business. 1 would only be concerned with those
who are doing illegal business. That is all ] said. I do not
want it to be said that ] gave the interpretation that they
do not come within the provisions of the Act, because 1
deliberstely refrained from saying that. 1 said the oppo-
site — that in my personal opinfon they appear to come

within the provisions of the Act. The private firms re-
ceive deposits from selected customers, andthatis some-
thing 1 have known about for years, and something which is
not a _novel, financial arrangement, but which is probably
responsible for a lot of activity in this country.

Mr. GODDARD: In pointing that out, it is still good to
know that the practice is well knowntothe Government and
it is fully appreciated that that practice has stimulated
activity in this Island and it will continue to do so, and
any interference with that would mean the withdrawal of
funds that are actively engaged in strengthening the finance
of this country. No Minister of Finance could be foolish
to do that, because he would actually be putting a deterrent
on activity in Barbados and would be further increasing
unemployment, That is the point I am making, but I want to
say that you are Minister today......

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid I am not.

Mr. GODDARD: Mr. Speaker, through you I want to
say that the present Minister of Finance may not be the one
tomorrow, but he would be putting on the Statute Book
something that could be interpreted by another Finance
Minister and which ceuld be used to the detriment of the
economy of the Island. That is why I thought that if it were
sent to Select Committee, some Clause could be put in to
exclude specifically something we do know exists.lam not
a lawyer and] cannot draft it, but with-the aid of someone
something could be inserted to clarify the position whereby
no other Minister could do something that we today do not
wish him to do.

The fact remains, Mr. Speaker, that this Billis over-
due and we welcome it, because, as | said, Government
should encourage people who earn money and set aside
savings. As a matter of fact, 1 know they are encouraging
them; but they can only be encouraged if they have sound
foundations where these people can put their money. It is
also in the interest of Government to see that the interest
these people get from their savings is the highest that can
be given, and with proper security from Government, people
should not be denied good returns on their money. I look
forward to the time whenthere will be more public compan-
ies established in Barbados, whereby the public generally
would be subscribing to the stock of thislsland, and not only
in savings. Just asyouhave Banks Beer,l wish the day will
soon arise when there will be some sort of Exchange where
you can sell and buy shares over the counter that will make
the common man interested in owning shares in the Rum
Refinery, Banks Beer, DaCosta and Company or other pub-
lic institutions. It only calls for the setting up of an Ex-
change, because it is the capital that is needed for expan~
sion. Many of these firms with know-how and administra-
tive ability can go forward further, but they are hampered
because of lack of capital which cannot come out of savings
alone, because taxation being what it is, there is not
enough to plough back in; but if every small man who has
small savings can find a ready investment in the wealth of




the Island, itwould make the Barbadians economy stronger
because it is owned and worked here,

We are proud of the fact that 98% of the 1sland is
owned by Barbadians. There are very few absentee pro-
prietors here; and though we do not wish to get rid of
them, the day they want to sell out, there is always a Bar-
badian ready to buy. With those remarks,1 still support the
idea and hope the Premier seesthe wisdom in my remarks.
6.00 p.m.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, ] am not a banker be-
cause 1 do not have money; but 1 agree that this Bill is
necessary and that you should have Some tight controls
when it comes to people with public fundsat their disposal.
However, 1 do not believe in unnecessary interference in
running a counmtry because a country has to be run by the
people who live in it, generally speaking. That is what
civilisation is bulit on. Civilisation is built not on the
Police Force or the Army, butitis built on the people who
iive in the State, and if they want to abide by civilised
standards. ‘L

1 have no misgivings about giving power to a Minister
because in the final analysis it.is for the people to deter-
mine who the Minister should be; and when you have an
intelligent public, its members are not going to keep pace
with an ignorant Minister. You see that from time to
time. You will find that people will draw to the notice of
the public any harm which an ignorant Minister has done
and as a result of that the people will relieve him of his
office at the polls, 1 have no serious misgiving about that
because all of us can control that.Ifa Minister of Finance
stultifies the Island’'s economy, he would not be Minister of

Finance for too long.

Now, Sir, you have to ask reasons for doing so~and-so;
but 1 do not ask reasons from the Objects and Reasons; 1
ask reasons from what comes out of the mouth of the In-
troducer of the Bill. Now, Sir, the Hon. Premier has said
that there are banking institutions that are reputable
institutions. What 1 would like to know is, what are the
irreputable banking institutions, because 1 think that they
should have been brought out inhis speech, This Bill is not
aimed at reputable organisations, because you do not need
legislation for reputable people. You bulld gaolsfor people
who have criminal intentions. You will not build gaols for
reputable people because the money which you spend in
building gaols would be well spentindoing something eise.
No reputable man is afraid of any legislation which is
passed, but you do pass legislation when you are aware
of people in your community who are likely to take chances
when there is not a Bill of this nature, Do not put a reputa-
ble man up on the altar and you do not have to couch it
with so much power because that power and decision will
have to work against all those reputable institutions, and
that is where people become doubtful and suspicious.l feel
if you have reputable banking institutions in Barbados, as
the Hon. Premier has said, then you need no legislation
for them because they are reputable organisations, They
are just like decent citizens, You do not need any police-
men to protect you if you have all decent citizens; but
you put & policeman to watch a man who is not a decent
citizen.

1 would like to ask the Hon. Premier some questions.
1 know of the institutions which the hon. junior member
for Christ Church has spoken about; but what worries me
in this Bill, Mr. Speaker, I must confess, i3 that the powers
for licensing are not direct. You say that a person should
have a right to a licence, 1 will read that part of the Bill:
*’Notwithstanding the provisions of any other Act, no bank-
ing business shall be transacted in the Island except by a
bank w%uch is licensed to carry on banking business in the
Island.”

You have that inserted in your provisions: but there is
nothing in this Bill which says that this is what the people
must do to comply, and when they comply with that, they
will be granted a licence. (A VOICE: You must have
$250,000 to set up a bank.) That does not give you the
right to have a licence.

The point which 1 am making is that it does not give
you a rightto have a licence. It says inall of these clauses
that in the event of doubt as to whether a company is or is
not carrying on banking business the 1natter shall be sub~
mitted to the Minister for his deterr:nation and the de-
cision of the Minister thereon shall be tinaland conclusive
for all purposes of this Act.

Now, you come to a very important one in considering
an application for a licence. Under this Section, a Minis-
ter may require a company requiringa licenceto give him
such information within such time and in such manner as
he may think fit. All of these things are necessary, The
Minister may in his discretion amend any application for
a licence under Section 4, but if the Minister is of the
opinionthatit would be undesirable in the public’s interest
that such application should be granted, he may refuse to
grant the same and need not give any reason for So re-
fusing., Let us put it plainly. Let us say that you retain
these Clauses, but what are you putting in as a guarantee
for compliance? You say that if he complies with the
Minister's request he may be granted a licence.

Hon. E, W. BARROW: ] rise on a point of order. 1
_should not interrupt the hon. member, butl would just like
to inform the hon. member by giving him an illustration
of a means for refusal. Suppose the information thatl was
asking for is whether youhave been convicted of embezzle-
ment or any practices like that, and you say *‘yes’’; must
not the Minister exercise his discretion? It is on matters
of that kind. There mustbe a discretion given to the Minis~
ter because the person is now coming into business. 1 am
sorry that I had to interrupt the hon. member.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 regard that as a point of elucidation.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, ] amincompleteagree=
ment with him. I am not questioning the divulgence that
you must say to the public why you refuse to grant a
licence because in banking business, sometimes, it is
a matter of security involved. 1 am not opposed to that.
What 1 was questioning was that you must give a citizen
the right where he can saythatall the things which he had
to comply with in the Bill, have been conplied with,
6.10 p.m.

1 have no feeling that a Minister will go along willy-
nilly and do these things, but in a small community such
as ours, there is lrttle difference from a big community.
1 do not want to chide theHon. Premier for his remark, but
he has made a remark tothe effectthat as long as he holds
the present position he holds, an individual in question would
not be permitted to do so-and-so. 1 say that, in a small
community like this, if a Minister says that as long as he
is holding the present position which he is holding you
will never be able to do so-and-so, that throws out to
the community an atmosphere inwhich youwould use spite,
in some instances, in your effort which may call for a
judicial decision. The Minister of Finance in this Bill
possesses judicial functions; he is going to be the judge
and arbiter determining who shall have a licence in order
to operate a bank. I will say, however, that if you have an
independent Government that {s the price which you have
to pay. 1 am not against that principle: but in this Bill you
have to comply with things which the Minister of Finance
says must be done from time to time.

Mr. Speaker, 1 am submitting that in a Bill of this
character it would be infinitely wrong if you were not to
make the position unmistakeably clear in view of the fact
that the Minister has the sole discretion of determining
under what circumstances a licence to operate a Bank
must be granted. It must be clear that the terms on which
a person can have a licence to operatea Bank should not be
left in any doubt. I do not think, if people are going to
comply with these conditions as set out in this Bill, that
you should have a Bill of this character which precludes
an association from complying with all the requirements
and yet not having the assurance which they should have,
1 want to say that the Courts do not work by intention and
therefore things should be set out clearly, I am not a law~
yer, but I am not a complete fool either. I have been to




school, not at night but during the day. ] have seen legis-
lation having been brought down here and what I said about
that legislation has come to be true. We passed a Bill
stating that there should be as many constituenciesas they
are members, That was passed at once, andit was right as
long as it was passed at once, butl tried to comply with
the rules.

1 do not think that there should be any legal interpre~
tation about this matter because this isa matter of making
things clear. 1 do not feel that this Bill gives any institu~
tion the unequivocal right to havea licence although it may
have complied with what you want that institution to do. 1
feel that the Hon. Premier should put people's minds at
rest, beyond the shadow of any doubt. You should have the
reserve powers to be able to refuse the granting of a licence
and not give any reasons for so doing, but it should be
stated that you have given all the facilities for an institu-
tion or institutions to comply withthe requirements.If you
do not give an {nstitution the right to comply with the
requirements and you take away itsfunctions, that institu-
tion cannot seek any injunction.

Another point which I would like to draw to the aiten-
tion of the Hon. Minister is this. The Hon. Minister spoke
long on the matter of the banking system, but he did not
speak long enough about Barbados. In Partlll, Clause 7
says this;

‘*A licence shall not be granted to a Bank unless......

There is no question of discretion there. It does not
say what you have to do in order to get a licence, (A
MEMBER: You only have to apply). Whatare the conditions
which would permit a person to have a licence? This is
what it says: the Hon. Minister spoke about other places
and this is what it says in Sub-paragraph(c) of this Clause
7:-

“In the case of & bank incorporated in the Island, not
less than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars of the
subscribed capital have been paid up in cash at the ime
of the application for the licence and, inthe case of a bank
incorporated outside the Island, not less than two million
dollars of the subscribed capital have been paidup in cash
at the time of the application for the licence.”

Then Clause 8 (1) says this:~

**8, (1) Subject to subsection (2), every licensedbank
shall maintain a reserve fund and shall, out of its net profit
of each year and before any dividend is declared, transfer
to that fund a sum equal to not less than twenty-five per
centum of such profits whenever the amount of the reserve
fund is less than the issued paid up capital of the bank."

Subsection (2) says this:-

*!(2) Subsection (1) does not apply toany licensed bank
with respect to which it is provedtothe satisfaction of the
Minister that the aggregate reserves of such licensed bank
are adequate in respect of its business.”

1 want to ask the Hon. Premier this, In the Barbadian
context - not in the American context - what has led him
to the belief thatin a community like ours, half a million
dollars as set out in Clause 7 of this Bill must be paid out
in order that you can have someéthing in the name of a
Bank? This Clause says that a licence shallnot be granted
to a bank unless (a) the authorised capital of the Bank is
at least $500,000 and (b) that capital to an amount not less
than $500,000 has been subscribed, '

6.20 p.m.

Thisismy opinion, Mr. Speaker, (Hon. E, W, BARROW:
A sou-sou) Yes. We will have tohave more sou-sous if we
are to develop the economy of this Island, because the
amount of money available in this Island for investment
cannot come in large measure from peoplewhohave large
incomes, The Trade Union Movement inthe United Kingdom
has the Co-operative Wholesale Society which is a bank,

14

1 do not consider that the restrictions should be on the
capital you put up. It does not matter anything to this
country if you have a bank of $10,000 as long as you can
guarantee the inspection and controls for that money and
see that the money is adequate to maintain the structure
for the money which people have put there. That is the
control yourequire. Every bit of control must be organised,
but there is no intrinsic value in saying to a man who can
get 5% or 6% interest on money in an organisation that is
only holding $100,000 that he must have $250,000, if he can
show you that he has collateraland enough to guarantee the
capital, or if he can guarantee your Federal Reserve Bank
that he can at all timesgive his depositors all they require
in relation to his capital.

Mr, Speaker, if you are saying that a country with a
total national income of roughly $120 million, a per capita
income of less than $600 per annum, an average wage
structure in which you freeze wagesto the average working
man at $25 a week for some time and then say within the
context of this economic setting that the only type of bank
you are going to give a person permissionto form is a bank
with a capital of $250,000 — it is not indicative of the
economic circumstances that surround you in Barbados.
You will have now to lookatthe small farmers, You do not
have to tell them they must gointo co-operative societies,
and there can be no law to tell them they must go into
them. Inorderto form a bank they must go into a co-opera-
tive society; therefore thereis nothing to preventan organi-
sation or institution in this Island......(Mr. GODDARD:; Not
with $10,000.) $10,000 is only used as a figure, but any
idiot would know that is only a hypothetical figure, but
there is a gap between $10,000 and $250,000.

1 am a member of an institutioninwhich 1 do not regard
banking as being above the membership we have, because
we can see that we may beable to do more for our workers
in our own banking arrangements than what somebody else
is doing. We have people outside to advise us, and this
stupid idea that we cannot do this because we do not have
the money or because our grandfather was not a banker
does not impress me. If you have a bank of $250,000, you
must have some controls. You are not telling me that the
maximum deposits he can take are $250,000, because in
the Bill you say that whatever you do, this is the type of
Bank we are going to allow to start, but you have to give
us guarantees on the people’s deposits which you have,
Whether the amount is $§500,000, $1 million or $10 million,
the Minister has to satisfy himself, and that is why | say
that controls must be given. 1 would go further and say that
even the controls in this Bill are not as tight as ] would
like to see them, Mr, Speaker, because {f you look at Part
VI - ""Examination and Audit’’ you will see that the hon.
member spoke about a Federal Reserve Bank, It says:
*“The Minister may at any time require one or more
qualified persons, whom he shall appoint, to make a special
examination under conditions of secrecy of the books and
affairs of any licensed bank where he has reason to be-
lieve that such bank may be carrylng on its business in a
manner detrimental to the interests of its depositors......""
1 would like to see more thanthis, What 1 would like to see
you do in this Banking Bill is to set up a Board which you
can call by any name you choose -~ a Board of Inspectors
if you like — nottowalt until you find a man is not carrying
out his duties, not to wait until a man has done something
wrong, but tohave the rightto goin and inspect at any time.
There is nothing in this Bill which gives the Minister the
right to send in Inspectors as a matter of right, no matter
how well a person is carrying on business. There is no
power for inspection in the Bill. Why should you wait until
something has taken place? When the Minister has heard
about something going wrong under this Bill, all the money
would have been gone. When you have reason to believe
that a person is carrying on business detrimental to the
community and send in people to inspect, where would the
money be? The money would be inHonoluluor the manager
may commit sulcide; so where are the powers of inspection
prior to the man doing this? 1 feel, if you are running a
country, that you should run it in accordance with the
economy. The Premier mention sou-sous in a sotto voce,
1f we did not have Sou-s0uS......
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Hon. W, A, BARROW: On a point of order, the hon.
member may be interested to know that ] have been con-
ducting now for a considerable time a study of sou-sous
as a banking institution — what we call a meeting turn —
andl agreed with him entirely that we have not so much to
discard as to put on-the shelf the traditional methods and
traditional banking institutions if we want to mobilise
savings, and Government would have to runa meeting turn
itself. So1 justwanthim to know that ] have about 78 close~-
ly written pages on the meeting turn as a financial insti-
tution in developing countries whichl would be very pleased
to let him read one of these days. So we are not at variance
on this.

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr. Speaker, 1 am very pleased to
hear this, because the Premier in his Budget Speech made
the pronouncement about this country getting on Wwith
savings; but if you are thinking interms of savings, do not
thwart these natural desires of people to find avenues that
are appropriate to the facilities and the amounts that they
may have to use. 1 am in agreement with protection, but
do not suggest to me that the only protection you can give
to people is for a bank to be capitalised at §1/4 million to
start with. ] do not subscribe to that and 1 want to say this
quite frankly.

6.30 P.m.

Many organisations will be interested, notinyourtell-
ing workers to go to the Government Savings Bank or Bar-
clays Bank and save your money, but in their saving with
organisations in which we, the directors, do not get divi-
dends. We fee] that we should not be hamstrung or that
small organisations or small industries should not be tied
down to look for a quarter of a million dollars to set up as
capital. Some Ministers talk about a quarter of a million
dollars in terms as if it is some money in which you can
get around the corner, A quarter of a million dollars isa
lot of money, Why do] saythat?Go and look at the savings
of any bank. There was a time whenthe accumulative sav-
ings in the banks were $50 million. You should not say to
8 business insttution which is making application for a
licence to open a bank that you want to know if you do not
have a quarter of a million dollars. We are not talking of
the Bank of Nova Scotla. Wearea small country: and if you
can build up in the minds of the people the need for savings
with institutions which are worthy and worthwhile, well then,
that is quite all right,

The Hon. Premier saysthat you should have protection.
In 1928, there was a depression in the United States and
there were no * Sou-Sous’’, and President Roosevelt came
along and put controls on hanking and now the people have
insurance for everything. Sir, do youthinkany of us in this
Legislature representing the people would not be at one
with you that the savings of persons who put money in a
bank should not be protected?

Sir, 1 have my misgivings about the amount which you
have set up as the minimum. 1 may be a little forward-
looking, but I feelthatthetimeisnot far distant when small
people will be going in for banking business. The Hon.
Premier has said that the mystery of banking 18 not going
to be a mystery for all times. Just like the hon. junior
member for Christ Church, businessmen in Barbados have
evolved. They did not come and find that system operating,
but out of their business intuition, over a period of years
they fell upon a scheme andevolvedthat system; but to ask
a business man how long was that scheme in operation, he
would not tell you. What they have done within their own
business is that they have utilised money whichif they had
to work through the bank, they wouldhave to work on over-~
drafts. What they have done among themselves is something
which should have been done by some banks.It is a sort of
inflation to create more capital for those whoare really in
the investment field.

Now, Mr. Speaker, | feel thisis something, as the hon.
junior member for Christ Church has said, which you
should encourage. The Hon. Premier has said that he has
no intention of abandoning this system. ] do not speak for
the banking business or the employing interest; I speak
for the workers. But there are some politicians in this
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1sland who are so much against certaininterests that Ssome
believe that if the hon, junior member for Christ Churchand
his family are conducting something whichin itselfis above
board, because they have so much dislike for that family,
they would do everything to avold that izmily. 1 have been
in politics long enough to know that if sorn 2 person does not
like the hoh. junior member for Christ i hurch, it does not
matter how much he knows about business, how much con-
tribution he and his family have made t¢ the Island. 1 have
seen in this I sland that because a Governmentin power did
not like the hon. juricr member for Christ Church and his
family, none of them could get ona TouristBoard, no mat-
ter if they had owned all the hotels. They rather would
bring the man who cooked soup on a donkey cart and say
**Put him on the Board.,'" You had so much dislike for the
man and his farnily that it did not matter how much con-
tribution they had made to the Island.

{A VOICE: Was that the last Government?)

The last Government does not mean the last person.
1 cannot speak for every Minister and say that every Min-
ister is anangel and he doesnothave any spite in his heart.
We are granting power toaMinister andl said this in front
of the Premier’'s face: this was from the fulness of his
heart. The Premier had saidtoa member of this Chamber;
‘‘As long asl wasin power,] would see to it that you should
not get so-and-so.'' If a Minister would say that, let us say
that this man is associated with banking business, what do
yeu think would happen?

1 regard that as a rash statement to be made in small
communities like this, Are youasking me to say impartially
that this would not be the case from an application in this
respect? Let us suppose it was a bank or an institution
which brought forth that strong statement,

Sir, I am not now concerned with that;I am concerned
with the provisions of this Bill.1 donot consider that there
is enough in these provisions to give institutions their right
to have alicenceif they comply and if they are doing every-
thing. You have all these negative clauses and it is still
left within the discretion of the Minister,Jtis not for those
who have started already. ] would say that if the Minister
wanted to say that you have enough banking institutions al-
ready and that there should be no more, he should have said
so; but if you say that there should be some, the people
should have the right. What do you give us who are repre-
senting the people to say? Do youthink that we can say that
we are satisfied that if you comply that there would be no
doubt which we would have? The Hon. Premier said that if
a2 man was a criminal, he would not be granted a licence,
There are cases when somebody would come along and
bring up something about your grandfather. They would say
that he went to gaol one time, Yes, that may be so; there-
fore, you say that his grandson cannot do banking, You can
bring all those spurious bits of things against people. No~
body knows that better than we, An election campaign is
going on; you do not know people, but then you hear some-
body say, although you knew who was his father all along:
‘'You think his father is so-and-so buthis father is not his
father." (Laughter)

Sir, 1 feel that we should protect these institutions. You
know that I, could not be a representative of these big in-
stitutions, but ] am a member of a small institution. 1 feel
if our institution concurs that we should be granted the
same facility which is extended to the large groups, there-
fore, I would like to know why $250,000 is set as the
minimum.

6.40 p.m.

There was a bank started in Trinidad by the McShines
and 1 do not think that it started with $250,000 as paid up
capita). ] may say that if youare satisfied with any institu-
ton — you may start a banking institution within your own
organization. You may have an institution where you take
money on deposit; youcan starta small institution and ] say
that that institution should be given all the safeguards. You
have operating in the minds of people that you are doing
them a service; but you do not need to have $250,000 to do
that service. You have your Co-operative laws, but every




orpganization may not be able to shelter under those laws,
f would like to put this point to the Hon. Minister. My or-
garization has to think of entering into the economic field
of this island, and if we open a business we do not want to
go cap in hand asking for helpfromany business firm, be-
cause we have our own internationalinstitutiontowhich we
can lovk. If we are providing more facilities for our work-
ers, we want to be able to do So in a proper way.] may
divulge a secret now; we have erected a building and the
mest we paid on the money we were loaned is two per cent,
3 we had been forced to go to the institutions here, we
ceuld not have erected that building, Infact, instead of that
building costing us $80,000, it wouldhavecostus $160,000.
That was done in 1959,

There are certain things in which people areinvolved.
We cannot run on the old-time bogus theory where you are
not projecting your thinking into otherthings.] feel that you
would not have the Bank of England or the Bank of Nova
Scotla coming here without anauthorised capital of $250,000
because they are big institutions; but you will have small
institutions where a small amount of money would be suita~
ble for their needs, Thereisnocontrol onany ofthe Banks;
all you are doing is to make them apply for a licence, and
if a licence {s grantad you have tohear that they are going
wrong before any step I8 taken. Youreally have not got any
control over this business. In the United States of America
you can send in an inspector, (Mr. MOTTLEY: You can do
that here too.)

Hon., W, A, CRAWFORD: Look at Part V1 of the BillL

Mr. WALCOTT: What does Part VI of the Bill say?
It says this:-

““The Minister may at any time require one or more
qualified persons, whom he shallappoint, to make a special
examination under conditions of secrecy of the books and
affairs of any licensed bank —

(a) where he has reason to believe that such bank
may be carrying on its business in a manner detrimental
2o the interests of its depositors and other creditors or
may have insufficient assets to cover its liabilities to the
public or may be, either in the Island or elsewhere, con-
travening any of the provisions of this Act;"’

1t does not say that that is inspection as a routine;
it says that if something in the Minister's opinion s going
wrong when it gets to his notice that something has gone
wrong, this examination may take place; but it may happen
that when somethingis drawntohisattentionas having gone
‘wrong, the money has gone too, All of this is something
which is negative; this is a negative clause where some-
thing has gone wrong, The Bank may suspend payment, but
it does not say that the Government has the right to send
in an inspector, (A MEMBER: Youhavetomake a return,)
The question of making a return is not an inspection; I do
not say thar you should not control people, but I do say that
if you are controlling people you should make the setting up
of a bank for all sections of the community as easy as pos-
sibile and with all the controls, If the Minister is satisfied
that none of these small institutionscanhavea bank unless
it has $250,000 as paid-upcapital, thenthatis his view; but
it i not my view. 1 do not think that we should rule out
people who cannot have more than $250,000 as paid-up capi~
ta!l, When you talk about Credit Unions, you cannot ask me
to have a Credit Union when you put all the capital to the
{redit Unions; you have co-operatives which look around
to see where people can put in two cents. 1 am not thinking
of this small poke-in-the-hole business; 1 say that this
$250,000 should not be a fixed amount for people to start
off with, We do not want to take up money from the big
stores in Broad Street; we want to help small people who
will come in for this money oftén; neverthelesswe want to
help them.

Mr. Speaker, 1 should like to ask this question. Can
anyhody who has money deposited in the Savings Bank,
borrow money in order to put a shingle on his house? We
want to think in terms of where the money can be safe~
guarded as well as thinking in terms of profit. Imagine a
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small man putting up allthe reservest Youdo this and that,
but we can put some moneyinhouses so as to help some of
these poor people, which the bank will not do to help them.
6.50 p.m.

I am thinking a little further than the Government in
this matter. ] am not makingthe workers and people of this
1sland everlastingly dependent on people other than them-
selves for the type of investment they should have, and 1
feel you should do anything that canbring the workers into
the economic sector of our community, It appears to me
that $250,000 can be a deterrent to some people, with all
the controls you put in, from doing business. } understand
that one of my colleagues over there has a bank. I do not
know if you are going to callita bank. By now it has more
than $250,000 and has been operating already; so it does
not matter fortunately, i means that if he had to operate
from now, it would be '*Good night, Nurse{"’

Mr, SMITH and Mr, M\OTTLEY mse,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, junior member for St.
Joseph first caught my eye.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, | feel it is getting late and
1 will not be too long on this, but I must compliment the
hon. senfor member for . Peter onhis speech. Now, Sir,
this is 2 Bill which I canseeclearly is seeking protection,
but we have tobe more than careful that while we are seek-
ing protection for the big business pecple, we may not also
be seeking destruction for the small ones.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, on a point of
order, do I understand the hon. member to say that the Bill
is seeking protection for the big business people?

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 dc not know what the Hon, Leader
of the House understood, but that is what | heard him say.
He is merely expressing his point of view which he is
entitled to express, no matter who agrees or disagrees
with it,

Hon. W. A. CRAWFQRD: 1 just wanted to be sure that
is what he said,

Mr. SPEAKER: Would the Hon. Leader of the House
like me to ask the Reporter whathasbeen said by the hon,
junior member for St. Joseph?

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: Not since Your Honour's
interpretation is the same as mine.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not so much the interpretation
as the understanding.

Mr. SMITH: 1 know that every now and then you will
see Ssomeone getting up and interrupting, but, Sir, the
Hon. Premier said that he had discussed this matter with
all the reputable banks. You cannot blame me for thinking
that the ones which the Premier consulted or interviewed
are reputable ones and the othersare not. I am wondering
whether he approached the Community Bank, the Civic
Bank and the Co-~operative Bank to get their opinion, be-
cause it would be but fair if he wanted information on how
these banks operate. He should not make ithis business to
approach a few of the banks; he should approach all the
institutions that are carrying on business as banks. Mr.
Speaker, 1 cannot hear myself, Sir.

Mr., SPEAKER: | regret the acoustics in that particu-
lar part of the Chamber, but I can hear the hon. junior
member for St. Joseph admirably,

Mr, SMITH: When the Premier can say that he ap-
proached some of the reputable banks and did not approach
the others as ] sald just now, it means that the ones he did
not approach are not reputable. 1 donot know all the banks,
but 1 know from the sign board that the Civic is carrying
on a bank; there is the Community Bank and the Barbados
Co-operative Bank, | am in agreement that this Bill should
seek protection, but the big banking business does not need
protection from this Government at all, because they can
protect themaelves.




Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: On a point of order, I hateto
interrupt the hon. member, but 1 should like to find out
what part of the Premier's speech can lend itself to the
interpretation that a discussion on his partoran interview
by him with the banks was with a view to protecting these
big banks. This legislaton is aimed to protect not banks,
but depositors, and therefore the hon. memberis deliber-
ately distorting the entire purpose of the Bill, and, worse
than that, distorting the remarks of thelntroducer. He said
nothing about protecting any banks.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I have not said that anybody
is protecting banks, I am talking about the Bill, and when |
go through it, I am going to prove it. I am not prepared to
sit down without proving it. What is wrong with the Hon.
Minister of Trade? After all, Sir, it is not fair for a Pre-
mier or any Minister to introduce a Bill, say whatever he
cares to say on it and than leave the Chamber without
waiting to reply to comments.]I have noticed from the time
this Government was in power that the Premierwill intro-
duce something and leave the Minister of Trade to do the
batting; and this has happened more than once,

Hon.W,A, CRAWFORD: On a point of order, the hon.
member is probably so omnipotent that he can control his
affairs and responsibilities from day to day without clashes,
but there must be occasions inthe lives of ordinary people
when more than one important function will clash at the
same time. Whether or not the Hon. Premier is here, the
point is that the hon. member must not distort anything
that took place here this afternoon, nor the proposals of
the proposed legislation before us,He cantalk for two hours
and no one will say anything about batting or bowling; but
the moment he distorts anything, we will have to start
batting and bowling.

7.00 p.m.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, | am appealing to you for
protection, and that you do not allow any Minister, if a
member is Speaking, to get up and make speeches on a
point of order, That has been happening the whole of this
evening. Always apply your gavel on that,

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 would remind hon, members who have
not spoken thatthey have a perfect rightto speak and deal in
detail with the remarks of any member with whom they
disagree and to do whatever they likewithit. But so far as
our limited powers under the Standing Orders are con-
cerned, 1 have asked the Clerk to redraft Standing Order
No. 28 so as to permit of more latitude, I would invite
hon. members who desire to rise on a point of order,
whatever point they are submitting, to make it concisely
and the Speaker or Chairman would give his decision.

Mr. SMITH; Mr. Speaker, 1 hope the hon. senior
member for St. Philip has heard you.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope all hon. members have heard
meé.

Mr. SMITH: When they fail to obey and honour the
Chair, it would be a nice idea if it goes down in history
that you named a Minister.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, ] rise ona
point of order. Is the hon. member suggesting that any
action of mine this evening would cause dishonour to the
Chair? All that I have done, andl am entitled to do it, is
to question the accuracy of the statement made by the hon.
member. It appears as if he wants you to hear him speak
and not me.

Mr. SMITH: Now, Sir, the Hon. Premier made
reference to the banking system and the definition has me
worried. In the definition clause, ‘*bank’’ meansany com-
pany carrying on banking business; and all the offices and
branches in the Island of such a company shal] be deemed
to be one company; *‘banking business’’ meansthe business
of receiving money from the public on current account,
deposit account or other similar account paying and
collecting cheques drawn by or paid in by customers and
making advances to customers; receiving money on a
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savings account from the general public payable on
demand or after not more than three months' notice,

Now, Sir, 1 heard a lot said about meeting turns and
Sou-sous. There are a lot of these peple who are carry-
ing on meeting turns and they keep z iot of money for the
people. Some meetings run for as l.ng as ten and twelve
months before they expire, and sume of the people in
meeting-turns draw as high as $300 and $400. That is a
fact, Now, if those persons who are carrying on these
meeting-turns do not comply with the requirements for a
licence, what would happen to those persons? 1 ask that
because if you go by the definition, Mr, Speaker —~ and 1
know that you are one of the good lawyers, therefore, I
know that you would understand me — you must say that
those persons who are keeping this money are carrying
on a savings account.

Now, let us suppose thatthereis some dispute between
those persons who are carrying onthese meeting-turns and
a lmb of the law or somebody who knows the law, All that
person has to do is to bring a case against the person
carrying on the meeting-turn because they are not regis-
teredto carry ona banking business. They have notappliedto
the Minister {or a licence; therefore, they are not qualified.
This point which I am making might sound foolish but all
is well that ends well; and if you read the definitions of
“*bank’’ and ‘'banking business’’, you will see that these
people would be breaking the law as soon as it comes into
operation.

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 rise on a
point of order, This, Sir, is really too much for me to sit
without rising. You are not there as Speaker to sit and
endeavour to inform hon. members as to the matter under
discussion, but certainly, Sir, it is not only a deliberate
waste of time, but a deljberate distortion onthe part of the
hon, junior member for St. Joseph to attempt to say that
this Bill includes meeting~turns, The hon. member quotes
from Clause 2, of Partl.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is theHon,.l.eader of theHouse making
a speech?

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: 1 am merely asking you as
Speaker to decide whether the interpretation placed by the
hon. junior member for St. Joseph on Part I should be
permitted.

Mr. SPEAKER: Any hon. member may put any inter-
pretation which he thinks fit on any Clause so long as its
meaning is not dishonourable to any hon. member. As long
as he expresses it in parliamentary terms, he can put any
meaning which he thinks fit,

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: 1 merely want to suggest to
this honourable Chamber that the interpretation which the
hon, junior member for St. Joseph is putting on subsection
3 of clause 2, Part I, is completely untenable and is a
deliberate attempt to distort what is before this Chamber,

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not for the Hon. Leader of the
House to rise at this stage and put it that way. It is un-
fortunate that we have only these two points of interruption
in the Standing Orders. 1 would wish the Hon. Leader would
try to co~operate with the Chair andassistthe Chair while
working within these Standing Qrders.

7.10 p.m.

It is not « question of how one hon. member interprets
one section of a Bill and how another hon. member inter-
preted it differently. That is not the point, andl would
appeal to the Hon. Leader of the House that he would spare
some time and let us revise our Standing Orders so as to
permit what hon. members would obviously like to have.
1 am entirely in favour of the revision of the Standing
QOrders.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: I am merely submitting that
the hon. member is not in order, He is completely out of
order by making the submission which heis making on the
matter which is before the House.




Mr. SPEAKER: Any hon. member before he riseswhen
any other member is speaking, should remember that
he may only rise by our Standing Orders on a point of order
in order to direct attention and bringtothe notice and sub-
mit to the Speaker or Chairman for decision, the point
which he {3 making, It is not for the Speaker or Chairman
to give a decision as to the interpretation of any secticn.

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: YourHonour is quite correct.
I rose ona point of orderandl am saying that in the opinion
of either Your Honour or the Chairman, the hon. junior
member for St. Joseph should not be allowed so manifestly
to be out of order.

Mr. SPEAKER; The hon. member can put his point of
view, however wrong it may appear to other hon. mem-
bers. So long as he is speaking on the subject and he is
acting on the Standing Orders the Speaker or Chairman
has no control over that; but the hon. member in his reply
can deal with the matter.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, the hon, memberisaccusing
Your Honour of allowing another hon. member to be speak-
ing out of order. The hon, member has said that and you
did not call him to order when he said it.

Mr. SPEAKER: May 1 appeal tothe hon, junior member
for St. Joseph to proceed with the matter of banking? We
have been here from 2.30 p.m., of the clock today. Will the
hon. member forget other hon. members and concentrate
on the subject of banking?

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I am willing to proceed: but
over and over again the hen. senior member for St. Philip
is accusing me of distorting this and that, This is a very
simple question. Your Honour is one of the good lawyers; if
you are interpreting something before a judge, wouldit be
fair for the Judge to accuse you of distorting something?

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 quite appreciate that, but that may
cause the hon. member to take umbrage as it may appear
that the hon. member is trying to associate himself with
the Chair.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I can be rude and rough.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot be rude in
here,

Mr. SMITH: The hon. senlor member for St. Philip
is accusing me the whole night of distorting something. The
hon., member is quoting from sub~paragraph (c) of this
Clause 2 (1), but I am quoting from sub-paragraph (a) of
the Clause which sets out that ‘’banking business’’ means
that business of — (a) receiving money from the public
on current account, deposit account or other similar
account, How would you term *‘or other similaraccount?’’
1 am referring to those people who are receiving money
from the public and keeping it for over a year and these
people aredrawing $400and $500 ata time. The hon. senior
member for St. Philip says that ] am distorting something;
if the hon. member has not read this Bill, 1 have read it.
Another thing is that the hon. member is not the person
who is in charge of this Billandhe is replying to me. What
is the meaning of the words **or other similar account?”’
You have a bank, for instance, Barclay’'s Bank, which is a
big established Bank and it is taking money from people
at the rate of fifty cents a week or a dollar per week and
those persons draw it out, They are receiving money
from the public. If I am receiving money, 1 am not estab~
lished as a big Bank, but I am paying it out in the same
way. How would you term me? This Billis for the purpose
of protecting people from being robbed. What is the good
of bringing down a Bill of this sortand asking us to pass it
and we are allowing people all over the island to be re-
ceiving money in the same way and paying it out and they
are not doing anything? What is the good of passing this
Bill? What protection will this Bill give to people? Instead
of one person doing thisbusinessina big way, ten or twelve
people are doing it, and perhaps when the public is ready
to draw their money they cannot find it. I am trying to get
wrong things put right; 1 want to know what will be done
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with the people who are taking away this money from other
people. (Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Sit down and I will tell
you.) You cannot tell me anything.

Mr. SPEAKER: To whom is the hon. member speaking
now?

Mr. SMITH: 1 am replying to the sotto voce remarks
which 1 am hearing.

Mr. SPEAKER:] thought that the Clerk was being asked
not to stand between the Chair andthe hon, member who is
speaking.

Mr, SMITH: Mr. Speaker, itappearstomethat as soon
as the members over there become Ministers, they feel
that they can do as they like, As Soon as they lose their
seats at the polls, what do they look like? That cannot
happen to me, Youcannot tell me anything.I have been born
working and 1 do not want to get rich,

7.20 p.m.

The Clause mentions ‘‘or other similar account’.}
knew of people receiving money from others, spending
it or doing anything they like with it up to a certain time
and paying it back out at their own leisure, Here it is; the
Government brings down a Bill to protect that. I am sorry
1 cannot name this Bill., This Government brought a Bill
which 1 named the Ronald Mapp Bill, and 1 will name this
Bill the Mackie Symmonds Bill. Tell me any other bank
‘operating for the longest time in this country of which you
have heard anything, The Government did not think of
bringing anything of the sort, but it may be that a little
thing has happened with one of us and you get the same
people going out to kill, crushanddo everything and saying
they are not personal and not referring to any particular
individual, but they are only trying to protect, One of the
clauses in this Bill is so water-tight, M. Speaker, that if
you had anything to do with banking business at all and
you dropped through, and then found yourself with more
money to go into any other concern, youare debarred, You
cannot be a Director, Manager or anything at dll. Arg you-
going to tell me that you are not personal? Call the name
of apersonin Barbadosthatwas running a bank and dropped
through that the Government has to take it up so quickly
and so rashly. After all, we might as well move out to
Russia.

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: On a point of order, I do not
mind the exposition which the hon. memberis making in his
ability to understand what is before the House, butl am
strongly going to object to any deliberate faisification. The
hon. member has said thatif youhappento be in a bank and
for some reason or other it falls through, you cannot be
the Director or Manager of any other concern. There is ne
part of this Bill where any such provision occurs, and you
could not possibly expect me to sithere and listen to these
ficdons and illustrations without contradicting them.,

Mr. SPEAKER: The point of order has beenmade, but
the hon. member is not entitled to amplify further after
he has made it, That peint of orderhas been substantiated,

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, the light worries my eyes
after a certain time, but] willfind the Section which 1 think
is Part IV — '‘Restrictions on Banking Business,’’ and it
reads as follows:~

‘*Any person (a) whohasbeenadirector of, or directly
or indirectly concerned in the management of, a bank which
has had its licence revoked in accordance with paragraph
(c) of section 17 or has been wound up by a Court of law;
or (b) who has been sentenced by a Court of Law to a term
of imprisonment for an offence involving dishonesty andhas
not recejved a full pardon for that offence; or (¢) who is or
becomes bankrupt, suspends payment to or compounds with
his creditors, shall not without the express authorisation
of the Minister act or continue to act as a director of, or
be directly or indirectly concerned in the management of,
any bank.”

Now the Minister can do everything; too much power’
again,




Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: On & point of order, the Hon.
member has said that no person who 18 in a bank and it

drops through or is bankrupt can be a manager or director {

of any concern. That is whatl objectto because the section
says {f you were bankrupt or you were directly concerned
with a bank which has fajledor sentencedby a Court of law
to a term of imprisonment for an offence involving dis-
honesty and has not received a full pardon for that offence,
or if you had suspended payments to your creditors, you
shall not continue to act as director or be directly or in-
directly concerned in the management of any bank, not of
any concern. What the words of the hon, member would con-
vey to the public is that if you were gullty of these things,
you ceuld not go outside and be manager of a garage or
gasolene station or open a grocery store or any of these
things. That is what he is trying to create.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon, Leader of the House has made
his point very effectively, if 1 may say so.

Mr. SMITH: I never said he could not go out and deal
with any concern, 1 said ‘‘a bank” He is catching at
straws,

Mr. SPEAKER: I did hear the hon. junior member
for St. Joseph use the word *'concern®’,

Mr. SMITH: I meant banks; 1 was not thinking of a
grocery business, Whenl usedtheword*‘concern’’,1 meant
the same banking business; but 1 cannot find out why he is
so touchy.

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the hon. member not try to find
Out-

Mr. SMITH: I heard the Hon. Premier in his reply to
the hon. senfor member for St. Peter this afternoon say
that if he or any Premier knowsthata person went to gaol,
the obvious thing to do would be to debar him from taking
any part in this business. My reply to that beforel go
further, Sir, is that there are some people who went to
goal who should never have gone, and there are some who
never went who should be lving there, because when one
owes you and does not pay, it is trouble. He is worse than
someone who uttered a bad word or misconducted himself,
was arrested by a police and was sent to gaol by the
magistrate, There are some who would not pay even if you
lock them up, and that person is the one who should be in
gaol. 1 am not saying that you should put that person to be
a manager of a bank over people's money. [ will tell you
why 1 say we might just as well move to Russia.

7.30 p-mo

The Clause says that a Minister can turn down any
concern or any person without the right of appeal. Well,
Sir, you have not said which Minister. You do not say the

Minister of Finance. The Bill refers to the ‘Minister’. I3
have not seen ‘the Minister of Finance’ stated. You have'
more than one Minister. Youhave oneat St. Mary’s Church, |

you have one at St. Lawrence and you have one at S,
Matthias.

Mr. SPEAKER: Clause 2defines''Minister’’. ''Minis-
ter’’ means the Minister charged for the time being with
responsibility for the subject of Public Finance.

Mr. SMITH: All right, Sir. Minister means the Minis-
ter in charge of finance, Now, Sir, here it is that you are
putting all of this power in the Minister of Finance, and
while 1 did not hear it myself, because ] was not present
at the particular meeting of the House, I have heard it said
that the present Minister of Finance usedathreat and said
that another member of this House would not get pioneer
status as long as he, the Premier, isin Government. Now,
Sir, how on earth can you give this same Minister that
power? If he can get up and use his authority and say that
you will never get pioneer status as long as he is in Gov-
ernment and as long as the people put him there, are you
going to pur. this power in his hand? This power which you
are placing in this Bill in the hands of the Minister should
be decided at Cabinet level, and not by one Minister, be-
cause you may notalwaysbea Minister who is sympathetic.
There are some people, even some Heads of these Depart-
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ments, who take the little power which they have and give
their subordinaces everything that is bad. They are not
afraid to tell those who are under them that as long as they
are in charge, it cannot happen, Allaboutin these Govern-
ment Departments, you find Heads ¢ Departments who
threaten the people under them. You are telling me now
that you are going to put all this pow: r in one Minister's
hands, one who has already confessed and said ‘‘Well, you
cannot get pioneer status as long as I am running this
Government’’. How on earth can you do that? We would be
doing wrong.

Sir, this entire Bill wants going to Select Committee.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, junior member for St. Thomas
has risen.

Mr. BOXILL: Mr. Speaker, ] rise on a point of order,
The hon. junior member for St. Joseph has just said that
the Hon. Premier told an hon. member of this Chamber that
as long asheis Premierthat memberwould not get pioneer
status. What the Hon. Premier said was that as long as he
is Premier that hon. member would not have a particular
industry.

Mr. SPEAKER: We are not dealing with ploneer status.
Let us confine ourselves to this comparatively lengthy Bill
on banking., Let us get along with it.

Mr. SMITH: Now, Sir, the hon, junior member for St.
Thomas has helped me. He made it clear. I believe if he
should die that he would go to Heaven because he likes to
speak the truth.

Mr. SPEAKER: I repeat, let us confine ourselvesto the
subject of this Bill which deals with banking.

Mr. SMITH: 1 was making my point. I am giving my
reasons why this Bill shouldbe senttoa Select Committee.
It should be sent to a Select Committee so that certajn
things in it may be ironed out because there are some
things which should not be in it. This Bill should not be
passed lke this. People who do murder have the right of
appeal and in this case, everything is done by the Minister
and you have no right of appeal, Whatever he says is the
position and whatever he agrees to and says is that. If he
does not agree to give youa licence, though you might have
a million pounds you will not get a licence, That is not fair,
That is putting too much power in one man’s hands, and if
that 18 so, we better move on to Russia, This thing is not
good enough.

Mr. Speaker, you may not hear, but hon. members will
hear more from me whenthis Biliis dealt with in Commit~
tee because ; would have every chance to read and speak on
every sectlon. 1 repeat, the powers which you give to one ,’~
man in this Bill is sufftcient to kill him. It can cause the |
death of this par;icular Minister because the power is too;
much. The Hon, Minister who i§ inchiarge of this Bill says
that it is protecting the public and the depositors of these
banks, but everything is left in the hands of the Minister,
Suppose that Minister were to find himself involved with a
particular bank and the bank called onhim to pay or called
on him not to give a licence to a particular concern which
was coming into being, do youthink that Minister would have
all this stamina to do whathe should do? He owes the bank,
and if he does not pay he would be exposed. You do not
CArry potatoes or breadfruits inabank.ltisall money in a
bank, and you are dealing with money. There are some of
us who cannot resist temptation, Are you going to put one
man in charge of so many? Sir, we would not be doing our
duty to the people of this country if we do that. ]l am not
against this Bill for one moment, butit wants a lot of slack
screws tightened up. Do not let us put this power in the
hands of a Minister: let it be the Cabinet because the Gov~
ernment is comprised of Ministers, not one Minister,

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr. Speaker, 1 believe the hon,
member does have some difficulty in interpreting this
point on which he is debating, and that is responsible for
the inaccuracy which he seems to putupfrom time to time
with respect to Ministerial powers. I think he knows that
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every member of the Cabinet has certain powers delegated
to him. 1, for instance, have powers which ] exercise ex-
clusively and against which there is no appeal. For in-
stance, if a Barbados Scholar wantstodoa course of study
of which 1 do not approve, I withdraw my approval and he
has no right of appeal,
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Just as how 1, as Minister of Education, have powers
delegated to me which no other member of the Cabinet can
question, So, too, in the matter of banking, the Minister
who is responsible for public finance has certain powers
delegated to him by the Cabinet.

Mr. SMITH: 1 thank the Hon. Minister for what he says
but when he has powers delegatedtohim, heis dealing with
people who are coming with cap in hand to him begging
him; he has to pass out something tothe scholars; they are
people who are begging him. But] am talking about people
having cash and the power is being given to one man who
can so turn down people that they will suffer.

The Hon. Minister might not have been in here, but |
have been accused of undertaking to do thingswhich 1 can-
not manage. However, 1 am quite willing to measure up to
any of them. The hon. member is now coming up with his
hanky-panky excuse that he has powers delegated to him
where scholars are concerned, but the scholars can tell
him something too. I am now dealing with people who have
hard cash. When | say that this can be destructive to peo-
ple, I mean that if you cannot collect $250,000 you cannot
start business. Mr. Speaker, is not that keeping out the
small business people? 1 know that some businesses can
start with less than $250,000 and they can thrive and they
are thriving too; but this Bill is telling you that unless you
can rajse $250,000 you cannot carry on the business of
banking, 1 believe that the Civic is a Bank today, and when
they started off I do not think they had any $250,000,
The Civic Managers were so smart that they took the peo-
ple’s money and started a bank. As soonas you put up this
amount of money fora start youcankeep out the small peo-
ple; you do not want the small people to interfere with the
big ones.

Sir, ! am not saying that the Minister was so much bent
on keeping out the small people, but 1 am drawing it to his
attention that by this Bill he is keeping out small people.
There is a man called Grafton Clarke who says that D.L.P,
means ‘‘Destroy Little People'’. If I do not have this sum
of $250,000, according to this Billl cannotcarry on, 1 will
have to go to the big people and borrow money.

Mr. Speaker, I am not criticising the Government;i am
pointing out things to them so thatthey may be able to see.
If 1 see that somethingiswrong, whatam1 if 1 cannot come
in here and say that somethingiswrong?lt would be unfair
to the people who sent me here and to myself if 1 saw that
something is wrong and did not say so. There are people
who ask me to keep money for themand 1 do not putitina
little place and tie it up; I carry on business with it. 1 am
wondering if this Bill is for the purpose of helping these
Credit Unions which are coming into existence now.There
are people who have something to bankandthere are those
who do not have anything to bank; we have to try and help
those who donothave anything tobank.1f I am asked to keep
money for these small people, that is in the{r interest, It
may not be enough with which to opena business, but when
the ‘‘coolies’’ come around these people can send and ask
for the loan of a dollar. 1 do not know if the Hon. Minister
&nows anything about this,

Mr, Speaker, I donotwanttotalkany more on this Bill
because I could talk about it until tomorrow morning. I am
appealing to the Hon. Minister to acceptthe suggestion that
this Bill be referred to a Select Committee and allow the
necessary changes to be made; but do not let them come
back here with this Billasitisbecause this is a Bill which
will destroy the little people.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I have mixed feelings
about this Bill, 1 do not agree that a Bill of this nature is
not necessary. If you begin this business and everybody

S T S S —

should be allowed to set up and keep & Bank and thereby,
possibly by accident or design or ill-luck or ill-fate, de~
prive though not intentionally, of their savings those per-
sons who have brought together their small savings, they
will lose them. When ] was in my teens ] happened to be in
the United States of America when the depression hit that
country, and you could read every day of persons who were
jumping through windows because they had deposited all of
their life savings in banks only to find that when they ap~
peared at the doors of those banks to withdraw certain of
their savings, nothing was there.
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That resulted in the bankers themselves committing
themselves, and the depositors themselves were so de~
pressed that they committed suicide, History, 1 believe, will
record that one of the United States greatest Presidents,
Franklyn Delano Roosevelt, had to come {nandbring about
such legislation as to give afederal guaranteeto all United
States citizens and others depositing money into banks up to
a certain amount, so that if a crisis had again come about
or the country had been faced with a depression, there
would be some protection. If 1 remember correctly, this
amount was set up to something like $10,000.

1 did not hear the Hon. Premier’s speech, and 1 make
no apology for not hearing it, because people believe that 1
must go home and sleep, but I will just say that my health
means more to me thananythingelse, and] have not been a
robust and strong man for a long time, although 1 can pro-
tect myself against the best of you politically on a public
platform; but 1 must go home and eat, and therefore if a
speech was going to be made about anything or anybody,
even about me, I am not going to sit here; I am going to eat.
Those who want to ingratiate themselves at this stage with
the public and want to ruln their health may do so. How=
ever, 1 am going to begin with the last part of the speech
which 1 heard, 1 make no apologies for the point of view
which 1 represent, and 1 do not object to the Hon. Minister
of Trade correcting me if 1 am wrong., The views of the
commercial houses had been canvassed, so to speak, or
sought on this Bili. I was the most surprised man to hear
that because | knew that the four banks in Bridgetown had
seen copies of this Bill and haddiscussed it with Govern-
ment. You might say thisisa Cabinet secret, but it is not a
Cabinet secret as soon as more than one person goes to
see the Minister of Financetodiscussa Bill of such para-
mount importance with him. 1 knew of it, but 1 never saw
the draft or a copy; hence when I received this Bill, 1 was
more than glad we had not met last Tuesday, because |
believe we only got the Bill in time to be able to discuss
it last Tuesday night, Asfarasmy Party is concerned, Mr.
Speaker, you will agree that it represents a considerable
portion if not altogether the commercial element, and sit-
ting around the Table, we the representatives of this Party
in this House were somewhat surprisedthat we did not know
of any of the ramifications or suggestions in this Bill, As
we looked through the Billand readthe Objects and Reasons
and saw the Clauses which were said to be new as against
other Clauses, and discovered that the Billwastaken from
the Jamaica Bill, we hustled through to get what I have in
my hand now, & copy of the Jamaica Bill; so when] speak
on the Jamaica Bill, 1 speak ex cathedra because ] have the
Jamaica Bill, andif any one, whetherhe be Legal Draughts-
man or otherwise, says that something was taken from
there and put in here, I can speak on it,

When it comes to knowing about the Bill, Mr. Speaker,
1 sayl wasataloss. Letme preface my remarks again and
I am prepared to go in the Market Square or the Lower
Green and say that the only thing wrong with this Bill is that
you have not brought side by side with it 2 Bill to regulate
and control insurance companies in this country.

Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD: On a point of order, the hon.
member said when he began that he was not here when the
Hon. Premier spoke, but 1 am almost sure that the Hon,
Premier did say in his remarks that legislation was now
under consideration to control the business of insurancein
the Island. 1 am reminded that he did say it.

Mr. SPEAKER: He did say that.




Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: This is definitely the case.
Very shortly legislation will come tothe House for the pur-
pose of controlling insurance in the Island, Whilel am on
my feet, hon. members, 1 think, have reached the end of
their tether,

Mr. MOTTLEY: I should like tothank the hon. member
for what he has said, and mustapologise if 1 misquoted the
Hon. Premier; but that is how 1 felt about it. Despite the
fact that I have gotanonymous letters from insurance com-
panies abusing me, 1 still feel so.

Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD: On a point of order, the hon.
member can rest assured......

Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that fur-
ther consideration of the debate be postponedatthis stage.

Hon. C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that.
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The question was put and resolved in the affirma-
tive without division,

ADJOURNMENT
The Order Paper having been fixed,

Hon. W, A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Speaker, 1 beg to move
that this House do now adjourn until Tuesday, 22nd QOctober,
1963 at 12 o’clock noon.

Hon. C. E, TALMA: 1 beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affima-
tive without division, and Mr, SPEAKER adjoumed the
House accordingly,

8.00 p.m.






