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Pursuant to the adjournment, the House of Assembly
met at 12 o’clock (noon) today,

PRESENT
His Honour J, E. T. BRANCKER, Q.C., (Speaker)
Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD, (Minister of Development)

Trade, Labour and Social Security; Mr. 1.. E. SMITH,
J.P; Mr, F, E. MILLER; Hon., C. E. TALMA, (Minister
of Communications and Works) Hon, J. C. TUDOR, M.A.,
(Minister of Education); Mr. J. W, CORBIN, Hon, G. G.
FERGUSSON, (Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries}
Mr, R. St,C. WEEKES, J.P.; Mr. W. R. LOWE; His Honour
E. L. CARMICHAEL, J.P. (Deputy Speaker); Mr. L, A,
LYNCH, J.Ps Mr, G. V. BATSON, (Chairman of Coms
mittees ) Mr, N. W, BOXILL; Mr, J. B, YEARWOOD and
Hon. A, DaC. EDWARDS, (Minister of Health, Housing,

Local Govemment and Community Development,).

Prayers were read,
MINUTES

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 have the honour to inform the House
that the Minutes of meetings of 1stand 8th December have
been circulated, and unless thereis any objection, they will
be confirmed,

There being no objection, Ideclare those Minutes to be
confirmed,

There is, in respect of the 15th December, a record of
the proceedings when there was no quorum, Thatrecord, 1
understand, has been circulated,

In the absence of any objection, Ideclare that record to
be confirmed,

1 have the honour to inform the House that I have re-
ceived a letter from His Excellency the Governor dated
22nd December, 1964, which reads as follows:~

*‘Dear Mr, Speaker,

As this will be the last occasion on which the
House will meet before Christmas, I take this opportunity
of wishing you and all members of the House of Assembly
a very happy Christmas and, with God’'s guidance, may
your deliberations be fruitful in the coming yesr,

Yours sincerely,
John Stow.”’

I have the honour to inform the House;, that‘rfI have re-
ceived a copy of the Accounts and Statement for the month
of June, 1964 prepared by the Accountant General,

I also have to mention to the Honourable House that I
have received greetings which read as follows:-

*“HEATH & COMPANY Lid.,

The Barbados House of Assembly,
Public Buildings,

Trafalgar Square,

Bridgetown.

Honourable Sirs,

On the occasion of the last meeting of the current year
of the Third Oldest Parliament in the British Common-
wealth, it gives us great pleasure to present the Barbados
House of Assembly with a case of Parliament Dry Gin —
possibly the third youngest gin in the Commonwealth and
certainly the newest in Barbados,

In spite of the great disparity inageof our respective
institutions, we hope that this tokenwill contribute in some
small measure to the joy of this holiday season.

Merry Christmas Gentlemen,
Charles Heath,
Managing Director.’”

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, on behalfof the
House, I know that Your Honour would wish to reciprocate
the warm and cordial wishes of His Excellency the Governor
to the Members of the House, and I am confident that Your
Honour will inform His Excellency that the House deeply
appreciate this gesture of his remembrance, and extend its
warmest greetings to both LadyStow and himself for a very
happy Christmas and all good health and prosperityduring
the coming year,

12.25 p.m,

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall so convey to His Excellency the
Governor the good wishes as requested by the Hon, Leader
of the House,

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Thisistobegiven also to the
donor of the present whichhas been sent to the members of
the House, :

Mr, SPEAKER: I shall do so asfar as 1 have been re-
quested by the elected Parliament.

MESSAGE

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, I am commanded
to lay the folowing:

Message No, 13/1964 re the Report of the Commission
appointed to enquire into all aspects of the Sugar Industry
in Barbados.

1428,
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PAPERS LAID

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: On behalf of the Hon, Premier

1 am commanded to lay the following:

Statement showing Net Customs and Excise Receipts
for eight months ended 30th November, 1964;

The Customs Duties Harbour Equipment (Exemption)
(Amendment) Order, 1964;

Statement showing the amounts advanced by the Gov-
ernment of Barbados and the amounts received from Her
Majesty's Government in the U, K, under the provisions of
the Colonial Development and Welfare Acts, for the period
ended 30th June, 1964, in respect of Schemes sanctioned
by the Legislature;

Statistical Service — Selected Monthly Indicators, July
— August, 1964

The Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment) (No,
13) Order, 1964,

I wish to inform hon, members that it is my intention
to deal with this Item in all its stages today,

Mr, Speaker, on myown behalf, ] am commanded to lay
The Natural Gas Corporation Thirteenth Annual Report and

Statement of Accounts for the period 1st April, 1963 to
31st March, 1964,

Hon, C., E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, Iam commanded to
lay the following:

Dr, Helge Tullstrom’s Report on the Water Supply of
Barbados;

The Wireless Telegraphy (Amendment) Regulations,
1964;

The Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic (Amendment)
(No. 3) Regulations, 1964,

Mr, Speaker,] am asking for permission to deal with
these items in all their stages today.

Mr, SPEAKER: Have they been circulated yet?
Hon, C, E, TALMA: Yes, Sir,
GOVERNMENT NOTICES

Hon, W, A, CRAWF ORD: On behaif of the Hon, Premier,
I beg to give notice of a Resolution to approve the Civil
Establishment (General) (Amendment) (No,13) Order, 1964,

Sir, I have already intimated that I propose to deal with
this Item in all its stages today.

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Onbehalf of the Hon, Premier
I beg to give notice of a Resolution to place the sum of
$7,288 at the disposal of the Government to supplement the
Estimates 1964-65, Part 1 Current as shown in the Sup~
plementary Estimate, No. 46 which forms the Schedule to
the Resolution,

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS: I beg to give notice of a Reso-
Iution to place the sum of $12,000 at the disposal of the
Government to supplement the Estimates 1964-65, Part 1
Current as shown in the Supplementary Estimate, 1964~
65 No, 47 which forms the Schedule to the Resolution,

I beg to give notice that it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to deal with this Resolutioninallits stages today,

Hon, C, E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, I beg to give notice
of the following Resolutions:

Resolution to approve the Wireless Telegraphy
(Amendment) Regulations, 1964;

Resolution to approve the Motor Vehicles and Road
Traffic (Amendment) (No, 3) Regulations, 1964,

Also,
A Bill to amend the Public Utilities Act, 1951;
A Bill to amend the Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1940,

Mr, Speaker, I am asking for leave 1o deal with these
matters in all their stages today,

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, I beg to give
notice of the Friendly Societies (Repeal of Special Acts)
Act, 1964,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, I am taking objectionto
what I see going on today as regards some of these Orders
to be dealt with in all their stages today. I do not think it is
in the best interest of the public that these matters, some
of which are very importantin character suchas the Reso-
lution for the sum of $12,000 dealing with the Hospital,
should be dealt with in such great hurry. I want to debate
these things, Why should we be called on to debate them
without further study? The Ministers have had the oppor-
tunity of dealing with these things thoroughly: but they
have come today under the guise that this is the last day
before the House goes into recess for the Christmas
Season and ask that we deal withthese things today. I think
Parliament should deal with these things in a proper way
and I am objecting to these things being dealt with in all
their stages today.

Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, in the case of
the two Resolutions of which I have asked leave for the
House to deal with in all their stages today — Resolution
to approve the Civil Establishment Order and the Reso-
Tution for the sum of $12,000 — one should appreciate the
urgency of the Resolution for $12,000, If you read the Ad-
dendum to the Resolution, you will see the necessity for it.
With respect to the one dealing with the Civil Establishment
(General) (Amendment) Order, leave is asked to deal with
that also because of the urgency of the matter and because
of the fact that if this Resolution is not dealt with ioday, the
Government will stand to lose the opportunity of recruiting
the necessary staff,

Mr, WALCOTT: Sir, we do not want to debate that on
this empty statement of your telling us that you cannot re-
cruit staff if this is not passedtoday, It leaves one to think
that you are recruiting staff which is on some dump heap;
and if you cannot get it done today, the storm will come
and wash it away. Do not say that a Paediatrician would
disappear if we do not get this passed today.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, senior member for St, Peter
has made his point,

Hon, C. E, TALMA: Mr, Speaker, I was not quite clear
whether the hon, senior member for St, Peter also in-
cluded in his objection the matters for which! asked leave
to deal with today; but, in anycase, I would like to say that
in so far as the matters standing my name are concerned,
the hon, senior member for St, Peter will well remember
that we have just brought into operationtelevision service,
and that means we have to make regulations to deal with
the matter. This is the object of seeking permission to
deal with these two matters today — boththe Bill to amend
the Wireless Telegraphy Act and the Bill to amend the
Public Utilities Act,

12.35 p.m,

In so far as the other matters are concerned, one re-
lates to an amendment to the Public Utilities Act, 1951,
ard this is a matter of regularising the Act by amending it
so that the Public Utilities Board willinfuture control bus
fares and matters appertaining to transportation.

e e
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think that thehon, member has said
enough at this stage,

PRIVATE MEMBERS* NOTICES

Mr. SMITH: Mr, Speaker, 1 beg to give notice of the
following Resolution:-

WHEREAS it is Government’s intention to include St,
Joseph, St, James and St, Andrew among the infirmaries
to be closed in the northern section of Barbados next year,

BE IT RESOLVED that this House invite the Govern-
mem to take cognisance of the inconvenience, financial
commitments and general hardship that could be caused
to the relatives and friends wishing to visit inmates trans-
ferred to amalgamated institutions; and that the Govern~
ment be further invited to consider some meansof assisting
such visitors with transport during the visiting hourspre-
scribed by the amalgamated institutions.

QUESTIONS

Mr, SPEAKER: Question standing in the name of the
hon. junior member for St, John ré *‘fall’* potatoes.

Mr. YEARWOOD: Mr, Speaker.
To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:

Is the Minister aware that several plantations in the
Island have planted less *‘fall'’ potatoes this year than
heretofore?

9. Is the Minister aware that suchareductionin the pro-
duce of such potatoes will lead to severe hardship to
peasants and agricultural labourers during the forthcoming
crop season, who look to such potatoes as a staple diet
during the duration of the crop?

3, Will the Minister take steps to see that this unsatis-
factory situation is remedied as soon as possible?

Mr, SPEAKER: There is also a question standingin the
name of the hon, senior member for St, Michael. The hon,
member is not now in his place, but he has intimated that
he would crave the indulgence of the House that the question
be put by the hon, junior member for Bridgetown, in the
absence of the hon, senior member for St. Michael,

Mr, LYNCH: Mr, Speaker, onbehalfof the hon, senior
member for St. Michael:-

To enquire of the Appropriate Minister:

Is Government aware that water mains have been laid
throughout the St, Stephen's Hill —~ Clevedale Housing Area
in the parish of St. Michael for nearly two years but no
water service by way of public Standpipes or in private
dwellings have yet been connected ?

2. Is Government aware that, as a result the residents
of the said district are put to great hardship and have to
travel long distances in order to obtain water?

3, Will Government take immediate steps to have the
said water service connected and the said hardship alle~
viated?

Mro MOTTLEY entered the House and took hLis seat,
BILLS READ A FIRST TIME
Hon. C. E, TALMA: Mr, Speaker, 1 beg to move that a
Bill to amend the Public Utilities Act, 1951, be now read a
first time,
Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirnaes
tive without division,

At this stage, M. SPEAKER left the Chair and Mr,
DEPUTY SPEAKER wok the Chair,

Hon, C. E, TALMA:Mr, Deputy Speaker, I beg to move
that a Bill to amend the Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1940,
be now read a first time,

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affimmas

tive without division,

Hon, W, A. CRAWFORD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I beg
to give notice of my intention to move the House into Com-
mittee of Supply at this meeting in order to deal with the
Resolution for the sum of $12,000, and at the next meeting
to deal with the other money Resolution of which notice
was given today.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Ibeg to
move the suspension of Standing Orders 5, 14, 16, 18, 40
and 45 for the remainder of today’s sitting. I presume that
hon, members would like to deal with Government Business
as expeditiously as possible and that they would be grateful
for this motion.

Hon, C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

Mr. WALCOTT: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I am notobjecting
to the suspension of these Standing Orders, but I want to
make it clear that, while I am agreeing to the Resoluiion
for the sum of $12,000 — I raised objection when His
Honour the Speaker was in the Chair, and a votewill have
to be taken ~ I am opposed to dealing with the other matters
in all of their stages today. Ihope that the Standing Orders
will be carried out in accordance with that objection,

The gquestion that these Standing Orders benow
suspended was put and resolved in the affimative without
division,

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Ibeg to
move that Committee of Supply be takenas the first Order
of the Day,

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmos
tive without division,

12,45 p.m.
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I beg to
move that Your Honour do now leave the Chair and the
House go into Committee of Supply, and that it be an in~
struction to the House while in Committee to deal with the
Resolution for $12,000 of which notice was given today.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmas
tive without division and Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER left
the Chair and the House went into Commitice of Supply,
Mry BATSON in the Chair,

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 1964-65 No. 47

Hon, A, DaC. EDWARDS: Mr, Chairman, this Resolu-
t.on seeks the approval of the House for the allocation of
$12,000 to carry out the eradication campaign against
poliomyelitis, in as much as there has been a recent out-
break of this disease in Jamaica. There are approximately
33,000 children in the qualifying age in this island; and
while some of them would have had one shot of the vaccine
in the conmtrol campaign carried out last year, this, I am
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advised, does not give them immunity from the disease.
There is a balance of $600 inthe appropriate vote, but this
cannot purchase all the vaccine which we will require,

I therefore beg to move that this Resolution do now
pass,

Hon. G. G. FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that.

Mr. MILLER: Mr. Chairman, I want to congratulate
the Minister to some extent for taking the advice of the
Director of Medical Services, It seems that we are getting
the vaccine in time to prevent another outbreak of polio~
myelitis, You will remember what happened in 1963 with
the then dedicated Director of MedicalServices, Thereare
a number of our nationals who are today and will forever
remain permanently disabled as aresultof failing to follow
the advice of the then Director. of Medical Services,

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: On a point of order, Mr,
Chairman, the hon, junior member for St. George is ab-
solutely misinformed when he accuses the Government of
not accepting the advice of the Director of Medical Services,
That is not so,

Mr, MILLER: Mr, Chairman, [ take it that you are
fully aware of all the Standing Orders, To say that it was
not true or io deny the statement is a matter of little
moment, and I do not know that the Minister would want
to rise on a point of order when he has an opportunity to
reply, There are a number of nationals who will remain
permanently disabled as a result of the negligence of the
Minister and whatoccurred in 1963, The Minister must cer-
tainly be aware of all these things and not interrupt un-
necessarily, unless he is completely satisfied that it is a
point of order. You can post him a copy of our Standing
Orders. These things occured, and it is not the holly and
the ivy or a question of the Three Wise Men. We are deal-
ing with a number of souls who will be disabled forever, and
we have lost a dedicated soul, a manwho has done more for
medical services in this country than any living soul in
living memory, and this isindeed a tremendous thought, We
are talking about the great Dr., Byer. We want to hasten

the passage of this Resolution through Parliament, and not

hold it up unnecessarily to add misery to the document
which probably need not have been brought today. You are
asking for the measly sum of $12,000 and we are told that
there are 33,000 children involved,

There is urgency in passing this Resolution, Mr,
Chairman, but are we satisfied that itwill be passed by the
Other Place before Christmas, which isanother threedays
off? Is this going to be ushered in with Santa Claus as he
comes down the chimney? We want to congratulate and
sing Christmas Carols with the Minister, but these things
can be aggravating if we want to be critical, We want to
say it is fortunate that it has come at this time because of
the outbreak in Jamaica of a disease which can bring
damnation to millions. We want to congratulate him
that he did acquiesce in the adviceof the Director of Medi-
cal Services, and I do not know why we need to be at cross
purposes as to whether or not the information I received
is true. We are aware that children have died, and even
adults, Youwillfind that adults have brought back children
three times for these vaccinations, We remember Dr, Byer
and a number of doctors on the last occasion recommend-
ing that this vaccine could be given on a loaf of sugar
which so many children would be anxious to take and thus
save so many lives, and the taxpayers would be anxious to
pay the additional tax to bring relief to the children who
would suffer.

We know what is expected in modern, civilised com-~
munities, but you are asking a child to be exposed three
times to vaccination over a period of three months, when
he would rather be given in a serieson a little sugar, I am
asking the Minister, if he needs more than $12,000, to come
for it rather than use the syringe which would make the
children recoil; otherwise we will have to continue to pro~
vide money for the institutions to support these disabled
folk, 1 am only hoping that he will persuade the Senate to
bring about a meeting as soon as possible in order that

a ratification of the House's decision can take place, I
thank you, Mr, Chairman, and I hope the Minister under-
stands the point of view on this side of the Table,

Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr, Chairman, the hon,
junior member for St, George has accused the Government
of not accepting the advice of the former Director of Medi-
cal Services re the question of a vaccination campaign
against poliomyelitis, It will be remembered that on 17th
January, a question was asked in this Chamber by the hon.
senior member for St. Thomas which reads as follows:-

**Is the Government aware that poliomyelitis is very
rampant in British Guiana?

2, Would Government embark immediately on a mass
polio vaccination campaignin all schools and HealthCentres
throughout the Island ?**

12.55 p.m,

The hon. junior member for St. George has clearly
pointed out that all questions would have to be referred to
the Director of Medical Services, The hon. member is
aware of that, This question was referred to the Director
of Medical Services and these are his comments:-

““There has been no change in the outlook since the
Minute was sent in to the Ministry earlier in the year,'*

In that Minute, the Director of Medical Services said
that he was not inany waydisturbed by the spread of polio~
myelitis and the incidence of poliomyelitis over the last
ten years. He then pointed out that there was no necessity
for a mass vaccination campaign since the Ministry had
taken it upon itself to take care of the vaccinating of
children at the rate of 1,000 a vear at the Health Centres
during the years 1960-62, They were the comments which
he made, It was also stated that the British Guiana out-
break had just passed its peak, and our period of the highest
risk was also passed, When that question was asked, the
then Director of Medical Services had advised the Govern-
ment not to carry out a mass vaccination campaign,

Sir, you get people getting up to talk only just to air
off their mouths, The Director of Medical Services con-
tinued by saying that the last casenotified in Barbados was
on 30th July, 1962, This was in reply to the question asked
by the hon. senior member for St, James. He continued
by saying:

““It is however important that this Department has given
every protection to all who wish to have it in the under-
two-year age group for the past three and a half years at
all Health Centres. This method of protecting the popula-
tion is far superior to hysterical mass immunation cam-
paigns which, very unfortunately, we were sometimes
forced to undertake,’’ In respect to that question, the reply
which they got from the then Director of Medical Services
was that the Government was aware that there was an out-
break of poliomyelitis in British Guiana but that it had
passed its peak, With all that, the hon, junior member for
St. George says that we did not fully take the advice of the
Director of Medical Services, The advice was this:-

‘*Research has disclosed that young children in Bar-
bados are in the greatest need of protection against polio-
myelitis, For the past 3 1/2 years, therefore, the Depart-
ment of Medical Services has concentrated onthe vaccina=-
tion of children under two years old with the result that
by the end of 1962 a fair proportion of children between
seven months and five years old had been vaccinated, It is
considered that this is a more satisfactory method of pro-
tection in our circumstances than embarking on a mass
vaccination campaign, This service will continue to be of~
fered free by all Health Centres,'*

How in the name of all that is good can the hon, junior
member for St. George come in here today with this idiocy
that the Government did not acceptthe adviceof the Direct-
or of Medical Services? This is a case where the Govern-
ment accepted the advice of the Director of Medical
Services, From what the hon, member has said, it appears

e ————l
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that the hon, junior member for St. George and his Govern-
ment was in the habit of not accepting the advice of their
experts,

Mr. MILLER; Sir, in a document by the lon. junior
member for St, Thomas, dated January, 1963, we got all
¢his which the Hon, Minister read, The Hon, Minister then
goes further to read the release by the then Director of
Medical Services asking the people not to panic. Here the
Director of Medical Services is asking the people of the
comntry not to panic, but this is not what the Hon, Minister
is saying,

What the Hon. Minister has failed toreadis the letter
by the Director of Medical Services asking him to agree
to the bringing down of a Resolution for $12,000 to get this
oral medicine, Let the Hon. Minister read the further
comment by the then Director of Medical Services which
states that he could get this free from the W.H.O,, but
that what he was getting was not the oral vaccine, Let the
Hon. Minister read the data from the Director of Medical
Services asking for money which was denied him because
it was felt by the then Cabinet that you could get a cheaper
type of vaccine from the W .H.O. The Hon. Minister gets
up and recalls thatold talk which adds up exactly to nothing,
All of this occurred after the outbreak of poliomyelitis,
Why were we without this oral vaccine, knowing that the
children and even the adult population could be swept away
by this outbreak? It was Government's first responsibility,
We know what had taken place and what was likely to take
place, Were you thinking of bringing in specialists to look
after the crippled? You get all this old talk by the Hon,
Minister. Because of it, we lost Dr, Byer. The Hon. Minis~-
ter did not even defend this expert, but left him exposed
when he could have taken the chance to defend him, We lost
Dr, Byer to Jamaica. He could have gone there two years
ago, but preferred to stay with us then, Lock at his record
in St. Lucia!

1.05 p.m,

I am not saying that the present Director of Medical
Services is not as great a person, but we have had a man
who has spent the best yearsofhislife and givenhis knewl-
edge and experience for bread and burter. Who was going
to lead this vaccine campaign? The Minister? You would
still have had to wait on the Minister, Why are we having
all of this talk when this matter could have been got
through? We went on and we stepped ahead of the develop-
ment which has been brought to Jamaica. Let the Hon,
Minister read Dr. Byer's request for funds for the pur-
pose of bringing in the oral vaccine but it was not given
because youwere given something else free from the World
HealthOrganization. Very often, Sir, the best things which
come to us are those which come to us free, but it is not
everything which comes to us free, Let the Hon. Minjster
tell us more about this matter today. Let us sing ‘the
Holly and the Ivy’ and all the rest of it,

Hon. A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr, Chairman, it is a pity
that those who would sing ‘the Holly and the lvy*® cannot
appreciate it, The hon. member said that the Government
wanted to bring in the offer of the free vaccine from the
World Health Organization and it was opposed by the
Director of Medical Services, The hon. member had some
idea of what went on, but he was not correct, When this
offer was made to the Govermment, it was referred to the
Director of Medical Services who sought the advice of
three Medical Officers of Health who said that it would be
a retrograde step since we had already placed an order
for oral vaccine, and the machinery was set up for ad-
ministering the oral vaccine. The Government was aware
beforehand that the oral vaccine was a quicker method,
and we therefore decided to provide the money in the Esti~
mates for the purpose of obtaining this vaccine, The hon.
member further pointed out that there was a struggle
between the Ministry and the then Director of Medical
Services in respect of this oral vaccine, but there was no
such struggle. The hon, member does not even know that
there was a lot of discussion in this matter and the order
for the vaccine was actually placed by me before the
matter got to this House of Assembly. I did that at the
risk of paying this $12,000, but the hon. member does not

know that, The Director of Medical Services did not even
give the order for this vaccine; I took the risk of ordering
it and then came to the House and asked for the money. If
the hon. member does not know what he is saying, then
let him sit down,

Mr, MILLER: Mr, Chairman, I am wondering if I
should think of the hon, member as a single person having
regard to the amount of folly which has just come from
his lips, He must be a twin! He is saying that this vaccine
was really ordered and he took the risk of ordering it.
He knows that that is not true; he knows that that could
only be ordered through the Crown Agents, You can order
these things through an organization. It is not a question
of the Hon, Minister ordering this vaccine; this is some=-
thing which would have to be ordered by the Director of
Medical Services. Having regard to what the Hon,
Minister has said, he should be asked to leave the House
now, Is the hon. member going to take the responsibility
of ordering something before he comes to the House and
asks for the money for it? What are we coming to? We
have a Parliament which has to decide on all expenditure,
This Parliament must agree to this expenditure, and now
the Hon. M nister has told us that he took the risk of order-
ing this vaccine,

Mr, CHAIRMAN: He did not take the risk of spending
the money; he took the risk of ordering the vaccine,

Mr. MILLER: When you order anything as a Minister
you are responsible for it; ( 4SIDFES) and if you order any-
thing, somebody must pay for it, Mr, Chairman, I do not
want the roof and the ceiling to come in, I do not want to
crucify you in Parliament today.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I am appealing to the hon. member
to stick to the Resolution,

Mr, MILLER: You do not want to join in the debate
because as soonas youdo that, youare no longer Chairman.
As soon as you join in the debate, you surrender your right
and it leaves me with the right to cut your throat, However,
Sir, I think we are wasting time. If the hon. member would
just take up the file which I left in the Ministry, he would
see what is there. It is untrue, undemocratic and un-
christian for the Minister to say that he ordered this
vaccine before coming to the House for permission to do
so, Although he will have to get his hair cut and his dark
shades... ..

Mr, CHAIRMAN: 1 am asking the hon. member to
stick to the Resolution, 1 do not see anything about any hair
cut in this Resolution.

Mr. MILLER: You have not been reading the Resolu-
tion yourself. You will forgive me, Mr. Chairman, but it
may be a question of singing **The Holly and the Ivy'" and
““God Rest You Merry Gentlemen''. Thank you again, Mr.
Chairman,

1.15 p.m.

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr, Chairman, the hon.
member was in the Ministry and he knows that the vaccine
for poliomyelitis is tendered for. The people who supply it
at the most reasonable rates are Collins Limited, and the
order for this $12,000 in poliomyelitis oral vaccine for the
campaign was actually placed in my Ministry with Mr.
Bourne from Collins coming in and making arrangements
for us tohave it at the cheapest rate. It was ordered then,
and then we came to the Legislature asking the Legislature
to pay for it after it wasordered. That is all I said. It was
not done by any Crown Agents. He knows that these things
are tendered for, and the Tenders Commirtee awards the
contract to such-and-such a person or such-and-such a
firm to supply suchcommodity. In this case, we have had to
order more than the contract was made for. We called in
the representatives from these people who had the contract
at the time and the order was placed then,

The question that the Resolution do now pass was

put and resolved in the affimative without division,
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On motion of Hen, Woe Ae CRAWFORD, seconded by
Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS, Mr. CHAIRMAN
passing of one Resolution in Committee of Supply, and
Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKFR resumed the (hair and reported

accordingly,

reported the

On separate motions of Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS,
in each case by Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON, the Resolution

was read a first and second time and agreed to,

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (AMENDMENT)
ACT, 1964

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, 1beg to
move that Order No, 9 be the next Order of the Day,

Hon. C. E, TALMA: I beg to second that,
The question was put and resolved in the affirnas

tive without division,

Hon, C, E. TALMA: Mr, Deputy Speaker, this Bill seeks
to make such amendments to the Local Government Act,
1958, as are necessary as set out here:-

(a) to make it clear that the Port of Bridgetown as
defined in the Second Schedule to the Barbados Harbours
Act, 1960 rogether with theenclosed wharf area and water-
front of the Deep Water Harbour and the area of land re-
claimed from the sea during the construction of the harbour
falls within the boundaries of the Cityof Bridgetown as set
out inthe FirstSchedule to the Local Government Act, 1958;

(b) to provide that with effect from the financial year
beginning on the 1st April, 1965, all trade tax payable by
traders operating only in the enclosed wharf area and
waterfront of the Deep Water Harbour, will be paid to the
Port Department instead of the Bridgetown City Council; and

(c) to provide for the payment into the Harbour Fund
of all sums of money collected by the Port Department by
way of trade tax,

As hon. members will remember, since the construc-
tion of the Deep Water Harbour, the City limits have not
been clearly defined in so far as that particular area is
concerned, The object of this Bill is to extend the City
limits and place responsibility for cleaning of the reclaimed
area of the Port and make a distinction between the Port
area proper and the other areas outside the Port Depart-
ment, so that the boundaries of the Port Department proper
will be separate and distinct from the boundaries to which
the City limits will now extend.

In future the City Council will of necessity be taking
over the cleaning and other functions which they do at
present in the City area, The amendment to this Local
Government Act, therefore, is to regularise this position,

1 beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time,

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affimas
tve without division,

On motion of Hon, C. E, TALMA, seconded by Hon,
G. G. FERGUSSON, Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKFR left the
Chair and the House went into Committee on the Bill,
Mr, BATSON in the Chair,

Clauses 1 to 5 inclusive were called and passed,

On motion of Horn, C. E, TALMA, seconded by
Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the
passing of one Bill in (pmmittee and Mr., DEPUTY
SPEAKER resumed the Chair and reported accordingly,

On separate motions of Hon, C. E. TALMA, seconded
in each case by Hon. G. G, FERGUSSON, the Bill was
read a third ime and passed,

i ———

THE INTERIM TRADERS (AMENDMENT)
ACT, 1964

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I beg to
move that Order No. 8 be the next Order of the Day,

Hon, A, DaC. EDWARDS: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmos

tivewithout division,

Hon, C, E., TALMA: Mr, Deputy Speaker, this Order
is merely a corollary of what has taken place before here
today, in that this Bill seeks to amend the Interim Traders
Act, 1909 to provide that any interim trader intending to
carry on any business in the enclosed Wharf area of the
Deep Water Harbour must, with effect from 1st day of
April, 1965, obtain the required licence from the Port
Department, and not from the Bridgetown City Council,

1.25 p.m.

The Bill also provides for the payment into the Har~
bour Fund of all sums of money collected by the Port
Department in respect of the grant of licences.

As 1 have said, this merely is a corollary of the
amendment to the Local Government Act which we made
just now so as to regularise the entire position so far as
the City Council is concerned,

1 beg to move that this Billbenow read a second time.

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

The gquestion was put and resolved in the affirmas
tive without division,

On motion of Hon, C. E. TALMA, seconded by Hon,
G. G. FERGUSSON, Mr.SPEAKER left the Chair and the
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr, BATSON in
the Chair,

Clauses 1, 2, and 3, were called separately and passed.

On modon of Hon, C, E. TALMA, seconded by Hon,
G. G. FERGUSSON, Mr. QGIAIRMAN reported the passing

of one Bill in Committee.

DEPUTY resumed the Chair and res

ported accordingly,

Hr, SPEAKER

On separate motions of Hon. C, E, TALMA, seconded
by Hon., G.G. FERGUSSON in each case, the Bll was
read a third tme and passed,

THE SURVEYORS (LAND) (AMENDMENT)
BILL, 1964

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I beg
to move that Order No. 3 be the next Order of the Day.

Hon, C. E, TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirnas

tive without division,

Hon, W, A. CRAWFORD: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I am
asking leave to take charge of this Bill which stands in the
name of the Hon, Premier,

There being no objection, leave was granted the

Hon, Minister,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: This Order, which now
stands in the name of the hon, senior member for St,
Philip, is the second reading of a Bill to amend the
Surveyors (Land) Act, 1890,

Hon, W, A. CRAWFORD: Sir, this Bill seeks to amend
the Surveyors (Land) Act, 1890, 1890-10, It has been felt
for some time that there were certain provisions in the
Act which were completely outdated; therefore, certain




amendments should be made to it in order to bring it
more in line with similar legislation elsewhere,

The Act is therefore amended for reference to
“colony’* and ‘‘colonies'’ in the Act to be substituted to
‘“territory’* and ‘‘territories’’ respectively.

The Bill also seeks to increase the maximum exam-
ination fee payable by a candidate for licence as a land
surveyor from $10.08 to $40.00. That fee of $10.08 was
fixed 24 years ago, and this fee of $40,00 to be charged
now is considered more appropriate and in keeping with the
fee of $10,00 when it was instituted. At that time, people
could buy land for $25.00,

It also provides thatany expense for the examination
exceeding $40,00, but not in excess of $200, should be paid
out of the Public Treasury,

These are the two amendments to this Act and no
lengthy information is necessary, I, therefore, beg to move
that this Bill be now read a second time,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmas

tive without division,

On motion of Hon, W. A CRAWFORD, seconded
by Hon. C. E. TALMA, M. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the
Chair and the House wentinto Committee on the Bill,
Mr, BATSON in the Chair,

Clauses 1, 2, 3, and 4 were called separately and
passed,

On moton of Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD, seconded by
Hon, C. E. TALMA, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the passing
ofone Bill in (ommittee,

Mr., DEPUTY SPEAKER resumed the Chair and ree
ported accordingly,

On separate motions of Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD,
seconded by Hon, C. E. TALMA in each case, the Bill

was read a third time and passed,
1.35 p.m.

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES PENSIONS
(AMENDMENT) BILL

Hon,W.A,CRAWFORD:Mr. Deputy Speaker, I begto move
that Order No. 5 be taken as the next Order of the Day,

Hon, C. E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirnas

tive without division,

Mr,DEPUTY SPEAKER:The next Order of the Day there-
fore stands in the name of the Hon, Leader of the House:-To
move the second reading of a Bill to amend the Public
Employees Pensions Act, 1961,

Hon,W.A,CRAWFORD:Mr. Deputy Speaker,this Bill which
deals withthe Pensions of Public Employees, is an amend-
ment to the Public Employees Pensions Act of 1961, Hon,
members will see that the two provisions inthe Bill are as
follows:- (a) to extend thedefinition of the term **Scheduled
Office’ in Section 2 to include offices held by wholetime
employees of the authority set out in the First Schedule to
the Act, If hon. members were to refer to the First
Schedule of the old Act, they will see what these employees
are, The second provision is to bring the provisions of
Section 3 into line with Section 3of the Pensions Act, 1947,
as regards the laying of regulations before the Houses of
the Legislature and the making of regulations with retro-
spective effect, What has happened, Sir, is that the old
Public Employees Pensfons Act of 1961 in Section 2 made
provision to protect the pensions of officers transferred
from the Local Government Service to the Public Service

m"—w

of the country. Regulation 5 (4) (a) of the Local Government
Pensions Regulations, 1961, makes provision whereby the
Council responsible for the payment of any pension or
gratuity which may be granted to an officer who has been
transfered from a pensionable office in the Public Service
to the Local Government Service shall be entitled to demand
from the Central Government a contribution in respect of
such pension or gratuity based on the proportion which the
Officer’'s public service bears to his total public and Local
Government Service, There was no reciprocity onthe part
of the Local Government Authority and the Central Govern-
ment, The Central Government cannot demand a contribu~
tion from a Local Government Council although the Officer
may be transferred from the authority of the Central
Government, It is considered, therefore, that the Pensions
Act, 1947, should be amended in order to reciprocate the
provision of proportionate pension contributions, Those
are the amendments which this Bill proposes to make in
the first instance,

The next proposal is to make regulations in order to
bring the provisions of Section 3 into line with Section 3 of
the Pensions Act, 1947 as regards thelaying of regulations
before the Legislature and the making of regulations with
retrospective effect, as has already been mentioned, It is
therefore proposed that these Pensions Amendment
Regulations, 1964, should be made by the Governor with the
approval of the Legislature and with the provisions set out
in this Bill, I do not think, Sir, that anything more can be
usefully said about this Bill except that it will facilitate
the transfer of Local Government employees to the Central
Government, and I am sure that people who are employed
by the municipal authorities will welcome the introduction
of this piece of legislation,

I beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time,
Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

Mr, WALCOTT: 1 have to ask the Hon, Minister a
question and I have to make a comment as well, The com~
ment which I will make will also apply to Order No. 6 -
The Causal Employees Pension Bill - whenever that comes
up for consideration, What ! would like to ask the Hon,
Minister is this; has the Government yet made its decision
to recognise the Barbados Workers' Union as the repre-
sentative of workers of this kind? These workers have
indicated in no uncertain terms that they are not satisfied
with the past representation, nor are they satisfied with the
bureaucratic attitude of the Government in dealing with
these matters. These matters are dependent upon the
Government until whenever the Government feels like
dealing with thern, whereas these workers want to accele-
rate the pace of their own industrial representation. They
want to deal with these matters straight from the horse’s
mouth and not with the channels of rhetoric and red tape
which have been bogging down these people for many years,

The second point is this; we have made this comment
in here already and we will make it again today, that we
are not satisfied with making these workers wait for their
pensions and then tell themn that youcannot find these files
because they are somewhere at the Drill Hall. I do not
think that the Government should allow these workers to
wait for so long after they have retired before you can put
these pensions in their hands. That is unfair to these people
because their wages are not far from their pensions, and
when they are on pensions these are really reduced
pensions,

1.45 p.m,

1 feel that the time has come that no casual employee
or public employee should be asked to retire from the Pub-
lic Service when the Public Service is not in a position to
pay his pension within a reasonable time, When we get
the answer, I am sure that our Union will make it crystal
clear that that will be a condition of employment, and will
insist that no public employee should be retired unless he
can be paid his pension within a given time, We feel in-
dustrially that these matters should be dealt with at the
horse’s mouth, and not wait for the long and tedious pro-
cess of Parliamentary measures in dealing with them,
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Secondly, 1 have made this comment already; bitI will
repeat that the Government must get out of this medieval
system of paying pensions unrelated to the present and
changing circumstances, I consider that pensions should
be paid to people working in the public service as a whole
based on an escalator basis, in that in any changes made
to the post which the incumbent held during his life time,
his pension should be calculated on the changes because he
is still alive, We do not make a special provision for a
pension; it is calculated on an actuarial and mathematical
basis to the date of retirement, That should be the method
of pension to any pensioner untilhedies: and whenever you
change the rates in relation to that post which the man
held, his pension should be accordingly adjusted, so that
you would not have to wait until somebody comes to the
Assembly with a Resolution asking what you are going to
do about pensioners now, as if they were some bit of
material that you had forgotten for sometime, and you are
wondering whether you should paint it up or leave it there
with the rust on it, I consider that pensioners should be
paid on an escalator basis, whether it be the Chief Justice
or a street cleaner, If it reaches the stage that the street
cleaners’ salary has been changed and they are no longer
drawing X dolars, but Y dollars as a pension, the pension
should be based on Y dollars because he is still alive, and
not on X dollars when he retired, If you cannot accept that,
then you are not accepting ordinary commonsense that is
as patent as the maxim that one and one are two. I feel
that that would remove a lot of hardships that exist with
pensioners, remove a lot of the perennial discussions, and
it would remove even cheap politics, because when the
political campaign comes around, some people use pen-
sioners although there are not so many to vote, but they
have families; and I find that any vote from the pensioners
is always a vote from the non-pensioners, because the
families always feel that if you support the pensioners, auto-
matically you are supporting them.

I should like the Minister to answer if it is the inten-
tion of the Government to recognise the Barbados Workers'
Union, because they had a letter from the Barbados Wor-
kers’ Union since 20th October, and 1 do not think I am
asking too much if I say that a period of two months is
long enough time to know what is the Government's in-
tention. They should let us know whether they intend to
recognise the Barbados Workers' Union or not, so that
we would be able to know what to do, If they are going to
recognise the Union, we would know what to put forward;
but if they are not going to recognise the Union, we would
know what action to take,

In connection with the Bijll, 1 hope the Minister will
see to it that an administrative order is given that casual
employees like these should not be sent home until they
can get their pensions, but should be kept on in non-pen-
sionable jobs until they can get their pensions. They are
sent home without any money: they have no earnings: and
therefore are suffering grave hardships: and there is no
point in telling a man without any income whatsoever that
whenever he gets his pension it is going to be for the full
period, because I do not think a man can postpone eating
for a couple of months amd make up for it when he gets
his money., By that time he would be dead. I think it is
necessary, therefore, that we should analyse these things
in relation to the persons with whom we are dealing. Many
of them are extremely poor men and women and cannot
afford the hardships that are incurred by these unduly long
delays.

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Deputy Speaker, I have to associate
myself with every word the hon, member has said. Now,
Sir, this is really a very sore question. Every time a Bill
or Resolution of this nature comes before us, we ask about
these casual employees and their pensions, and the Min-
ister in charge makes some very nice promises that he
would see to this and see to that, making us believe that
within the next few days these poor people would receive
their pittance,

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER left the (hair and Mr, SPEAK«
ER took the Chair,

As 1 was saying, Mr, Speaker, there are men in these
Departments who are called upon at a day’s or two days’
notice to quit, and they are sent home without one penny.
They are told after that they have to make out affidavits
which they have done and sworn to, and then these people
are continually going to the Highways and Transport De-
partment to the Personnel Officer to be turned around all
the time, as members in this House are turned around by
the Ministers, and up to now they cannot get one penny.
These people ask the Heads of Department to re-employ
them until they can see their way to give them a pension,
but they are refused on the grounds that the Pensions Act
does not allow themn to be re-employed.

1.55 p.m.

Now, you have a Pensions Act to prevent employers
from re-employing these people, and there is no Pension
Act to make the people pension these people. Other people
have resigned and got their gratuvities, and they have bought
land and so on with the money; but with respect to these
poor people who have resigned, only because they are
labourers, they are being kicked about. On the last occa-
sion, the Hon. Minister told me that they could not find the
pay sheets with these people's names on them. The last
time that three men retired from the Highways and Trans-
port Department, they were told that a Bill would have to
be passed to pay them. I sincerely hope that this Bill which
we are going to pass now will carry a provision to pay
them,

Sir, I think that this Government is waiting until these
men die to compute their pensions, As a matter of fact, 1
know quite a few of them who have died. I know that all I
am going to say now may be termed as cheap politics, but
I do know that if you can buy a thing cheap you will not buy
it dear; so if this is cheap politics, I am buying a little
bit of it now.

Plantation owners cannot employ these workers now
because the expenses of the plantation at this time of the
year must be limited, Because of that, these plantation
owners have to employ the people who were working with
them for years; therefore, it means that these people who
were employed by the Government cannot get anything to
do now. They are not professional men; therefore, there is
nothing for them to do, They canonlywork in the Highways
and Transport Department or on plantations,

Sir, I am a member of a Public Assistance Board, and
I know that many of these people have to go to that Board
and apply for a small pittance, They do not get more than
fifty cents & week. How much can that do? It means that
these people must walk the streets and beg This is the
example which this Government is setting when it keeps
back the pension from these people, If the Departments of
Government cannot find books or anything to show how
long these persons were working, as I haveoften said, you
should find some pay sheets, You have drivers and super-
visors who are still working with you and they have signed
an affidavit proving that these people were working with
them. You have signatures to that effect. Do something to
help these poor people whom you have retired. Do not keep
them there starving,

I am going to blame the Government for it and no-~
body else, because if they had any interestin these people,
the Ministers would pass on a directive to re-employ these
poor people., They are quite willing to work. If you cannot
get their pensions computed yet, try and get an advance
for them; do not let them walk the streets and beg. You
have these Ministers with fat bellies walking....

Hon, W, A CRAWFORD rose.
Mr. SPEAKER: What has the hon. member risen on?
Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: On a point of....

Mr, SPEAKER: Would you ask the hon, junior mem-
ber for St, Joseph to give way?

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: What I want to say is this,




Mr, SPEAKER: Let me ask the hon, junior member for
St. Joseph first if he has concluded his speech,

Mr, SMITH: No, Sir,

Mr, SPEAKER: Therefore, I take it that the hon, jun-
ior member for St, Joseph has given way,

Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD: What I want to say is this.
Hon, members have been here from mid~dayandI am say-
ing this, not because I want to interrupt the speech of the
hon, junior member for St. Joseph, but Ithink the time has
come when we should have a short adjournment,

1 therefore beg to move that this sitting be now sus-
pended for three quarters of an hour,

Hon, C. E, TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affimnas
tive without division and Mr, SPEAKER suspended the
sitting of the House accordingly,

2.05 p.m.

On resassembling,

Mr, SPEAKER: When this sitting was suspended, the
hon, junior member for St. Joseph was addressing the
House,

Mr, SMITH: Mr, Speaker, when the Hon, Leader of the
House interrupted me, I was trying to make this point.
Somehow or other the hon. Leader of the House is always
rising on a point of interruption and calling it a point of
order, He should realise, by now, that that does not inter-
fere with me or with what I have to say. The hon, member
only tries to get me off my stride, The Hon, Minister should
know by now, because he has beeninthis House long enough
to know it, that any Government can do most things. They
can do things hurriedly, they can do them slowly, and they
are not supposed to do them at all. These people who are
pensioners through no fault of their own, were called upon
to retire, and they were called upon to do so with two or
three days' notice, They were called upon to go home with~
out one penny. Now it is a period of some years since that
has happened, and time and time again people have been
going to the Department of Highways and Transport and to
the Government Headquarters asking when they are going
to receive their little pittance,

It is a fact thatthere are some of these people who are
practically starved to death, because when you send home
a man who has no pension, he is literally starved to death,
This Government is responsible for that. In the same way
that the Government can come in here and ask us to pass
Resolutions at the shortest notice — sometimes when they
are passing things, ! cannot even find what they are
passing, Quite recently I was searching for a particular
Resolution on which to hit them, but when I did find it, the
Resolution had already been passed. If the law prescribes
that these people cannot be re-employed, 1 think that the
law should be amended in order that these people could be
given a chance so that they could work for as much as
would buy them food. When the Government does not pay
these people anything at all, it is true that they want them
to be starved to death, There are three of these people who
have gone down the line, and this Governmentis responsi~
ble for that. Ican call the names of these people if you want
me to do so.

The Hon. Leader of the House says thatwhat I am say-
ing is nothing, I am pointing out to him that the people are
walking about and are begging their bread, and the Police
are running them down; they cannot even catcha berry. And
this is a Government whichis going allout to do things! Are
they going to lLielp thesepeopleor are they going to sit down
at Government Headquarters and make things right for
their friends? What aretheygoing tc do for the poor people?
You cannot convince any hon, member who is sitting on this
side of the House, that you are doing anything for these
people now, because these things have beengoingon for too
long. They say that a Bill is to be brought down now, but I
believe that is is going tobe a chopper! (Laughterk Let the
Hon. Minister whe is responsible do what the Hon, Minister
of Communications has done; that is, when people were
laid off, the Hon, Minister of Communications gave instruc-
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tions that they be re-employed, Well, Sir, thatMinister saw
the light,

I want to see that something is done for these people,
These people are poor, they are unable to work; but some
of them are going to be alive whenever the General Elec-
tions come off, Do not let us think that all of these people
will die before the General Election comes off, although
they are dying slowly. I am asking the Hon, Minister to do
something so as to help these peoplewith the little gratuity
or pension, or allow those who are able to work to be re-
employed, If you refuse to re-employ these people, that
means that you do not want to help them, The Minister says
that I am not doing anything, but 1 am saying something
which will help the poor people. These people are being
held back, they are being prevented from working, and the
Minister says that thatis nothing. Well, there will be some-
thing doing some day.

Mr, HUSBANDS: Mr, Speaker, while hon. members
were debating this question, I was thinking, There seems
to be some difficulty being placed in the way of the re-~
employment of these people who may be considered to have
passed the age-limit, Hon, members must remember that
officers who are of a very high grade in the Civil Service
are presently receiving pensions and very often there are
people who work long after they have reached the pension-
able age and are receiving pensions,

3.05 p.m.

It has been pointed out that if there is difficulty in the
way of discovering from the records what has been the
length of service of certain employees in the Government,
that until the records are complete, such lowly paid ser-
vants of the Government might be able to continue to work
until the records can prove to what extent they are to be
compensated, I was thinking that there were technical dif-
ficulties in the way of Government as far as the question
of such lowly paid employees of the Government to continue
to work are concerned; but on more and more reflection,
I am of the opinion that those workers whose records are
not yet found to be complete can be retained in the Govern-
ment Service, and I may say that a proviso might be added
to the terms of employment that for any period in excess
of the number of years thatought to be considered pension~
able, those servants can be told that they would not be
pensionable after such dates, I think that would obviate any
difficulty that stands in the way of Governmentin its policy.

Every one of us in this House knows, Mr, Speaker, that
you can go to some Departments of Government where it
seems to be more the practice there that pensioners are
working in highly responsible positions. I do not know if it
has been found out that such experience is necessary to
carry on and supervise Government work in such Depart-
ments, but it seems as if they carry on very favourably,
I do not see why, if amanis physically able to do work and
the records are not up to date to prove how far he is pen-
sionable, he should not be allowed to continue until the re-
cords are complete, I make thatpointbecausel like to look
at both sides of a picture — and I cannot be deemed to be
playing politics when I say that, because Government is a
business, and its business has to be conducted in a busi-
ness-like manner, and you cannot go on playing politics
with these people, because some day it will come back to
you, However, we do observe that the higher eschalons of
the Service's pensionable officers retain jobs and continue
to do work that is considered good work, Why then may not
the lowlier paid Officers of Government be allowed to con-
tinue as long as they are physically fit, with the proviso
that if and when the record completelyprove that they have
pensionable service in store for them, they canbe told that
as from such-and-such a date if they work in excess of this
time, it will not be considered as pensionable? I believe it
is possible to have a working formula for such a worker.

Mr, SPEAKER: Unless there is anyother hon, member
who desires to contribute to the debate, and there appears
to be none, the Hon, Leader of the House may exercise his
right of final reply.

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, normallyinyour
time and my time, I do not think we have ever meton a
Tuesday just two days before Christmas. The trouble in
meeting on a day likethis is that there is normally so much




christmas spirit in the air that some hon. members might
be tempted to talk on the basis notof logic, but on the basis
of spirits. As a matter of fact, Sir, I doubt very much that
the hon, junior member for St. Joseph would be his normal
self today; otherwise we could not have heard the utter non-
sense which we hesrd from him today.

The hon. senior member for St, Peter who was here
from the earlier part of the day posed three questions, He
asked whether the Government isprepared to recognise the
Workers' Union as the valid agent for certain categories of
Government employees, So far as lknow, Sir, the matter is
still under consideration. He himself said that the applica-
tion for recognition was placed on October, 14th, and I
doubt whether he would expect, from his experience in deal-
ing with Government, that a matter like this could be re-
solved bynow, After all, Sir, there are several Departments
to be consulted, and there is the Legal Department to re-
solve the legal technicalities, but last but not least there is
the Ministry »f Finance which has to consider the finan-
cial implications, and my information is that this particu-
lar issue is before the Minister of Finance in consultation
with the Minister of Communications and Works, and the
matter is being gone into,

In so far as the question of employing people who have
reached the retiring age is concerned in between the time
that they should retire and the time that they actually re~
ceive their pension, that is really a question of law, The
legislation governing retirement says that they must re-
tire by a certain age, and it appearsto me that it would be
illegal to retain them after they have reached that age, If
the law says a man has to retire at 55 years of age, when
he reaches the age of 55 hehasto go. If you keep him until
he is 63 years, you are breaking the law, It is so arranged
that by the time he is about to retire, you are ready to pay
him his pension. If you know a man is 59 years old and he
has to retire at 60 years, you do not wait until he reaches
the age to start computing, but youdo it some time before,
In the case of casual employees, the situation s somewhat
different,

We passed an Act in 1961, Mr, Speaker, which came
into operationin 1962, I have said ad nuu seam, Mr, Speaker,
that there were no records kept previous to this Act in
1961, and we then had to beginto endeavour to compile ermi-
ployment figures, years of service, financial entitlement and
all those things involved. Now the hon, junior member for
St, Joseph comes in here every now and again singing this
song about people who were employed not getting their pen-
sions, but you never hear anything concrete, It is just like
sounding brass and tinkling cymbals, At one time he said
we were killing pecple, whichis sheer nonsense; nor can he
support with concrete figures any of the nonsensical state-
ments he makes in here in this connection, About a year
ago I made a statement with a record of the position then,
and at that time we only had fourteen applicants for pen-
sion which had not been serviced according to the 1961 Act,
3.15 p.m.

I explained to him that whichwe had on record and that
the Ministry of Finance was expecting more affidavits from
two responsible persons stating that the individual worked
for a number of days.

Fourteen qualified at the time and since then nearly
all of those fourteen benefitted, Two, I think, are still in
the Public Works Department and two with the Highways
and Transport Department, Since the Act, was passed,
something like ninety-five have applied for pensions and
of that number, sixty-four received their pensions. This
means that from the time the Act came into operation until
the present date, 64 persons have benefitted; 31 were not
entitled and the ironic thing is that thehon, junior member
for St. Joseph still keeps on singing this song., Before he
stops singing this song that the Government is killing peo~
ple, as soon as we get this legislation through, more will
benefit,

It does not sound well for the hon, member to be coming
in here with the experience which he hasin this House and
talk the amount of nonsense which he talked today. He kept
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on saying thatthe Government is killing the people; the
Government is starving people; the Government wants to
see the people die, In his speech, he should be more pre-
cise, I have asked him before to give us the names cate-
gorically of those who have been suffering from these
imaginary ills, The hon, junior member for St, Joseph
comes in here and continues to repeat that like poetry. He
said absolutely nothing new, When yougetdownto the cold,
hard facts, the Government has done every possible thing
it could and we have the record, All that the hon, member
did was to delay the time of the House from half-past one to
two o'clock, Sir, I want to assure hon, members that the
Government is quite concerned with this question of en-
suring them employment during their service and after-
wards.

With regard to the point raised by the hon, senior
member for St, Peter in connection with pensions being
computed from time to time on an escalator basis, may
I suggest, that this is introducing an entirely new concep-
tion into the basis of remuneration for employment for peo~
ple in this country. Normally, a person retires after a
certain length of service, and the basis on which his pen-
sion is computed is fixed by law, If he lives for ten years
or longer than that, this basis remains, It does not change,
I am not for a moment suggesting that the suggestion by the
hon, senior member for St, Peter does not have credit, The
pension of $60 given to a person in1954 is worth him one~
third of what he was getting when he retired.

What I am saying is that a new conception like this
would require more attention, It is also a question of the
financial status of the Government whether it can involve
itself in a suggestion like this, and I am sure that the hon.
senior member for St, Peter would not expect us to speak
ad hoc on this today, Thisis amatter to which the Govern-
ment would have to give careful consideration, and it might
mean our getting additional means of revenue and an in-
crease of taxation to meet the additional amount, It is ex~
pected that from time to time we will get these advanced
theories coming up to us and we would have to give con-
sideration to them, However, I think I am justified in say-
ing that in the process of time the matter would be con-
sidered in the appropriate quarters. Ido notwant to assure
hon. members that thereis absolutely nothing to need worry
about, As I have said, when this Bill is enacted, it means
that every single category of employee when he retires from
as far back as 1962 and who is entitled to pension would get
one,

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affimative without
division,

On motion of Hon, W, A. CRAWFORD, seconded by
Hon, C. E. TALMA, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and
the House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr, BATSON
in the Chair,

3,25 p.m.
Clause 1 was called and passed,
Clause 2 was called. It reads as follous:—

2. The Public Employees Pensions Act, 1961 shall have
effect and shall be deemed always to have had effect as if —

(a) the words *‘a scheduled authority or body'* were
substituted for the words *‘any authority or body
specified from timetotimein the FirstSchedule
to this Act’* where those words appear in para-
graph (d) of the definition of **public employee’"
and in paragraph (b) of thedefinitionof *“public
service'! in section 2;

(b) thefollowing definition were inserted immediately
after the definition of ‘‘salary’’ in section 2 —

‘¢ **scheduled authority or body'* means any
authority or body specified from timeto timein
the First Schedule to this Act;’’;

(c) the following words were added immediately after
the word ‘**Act” in the definition of ‘‘scheduled
office’* in section 2 —

]
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‘“‘and includes an office held by a wholetime em~
ployee of a scheduled authority or body'’;

(d) the words “‘and published in the Official Gazente’’
was substituted for the words *‘for their approval'’
appearing at the end of subsection (2) of section 3;
(e) the following new subsection numbered ‘*(5)*'
were added immediately after subsection (4) of

section 3 ~

- '*(5) Whenever the Cabinet is satisfied thatitis
equitable for any regulations made under this
section to have retrospective effect in order to
cornfer a benefit upon or remove & disability at-
‘taching to any public employee, those regula-
tions may be gﬁven retrospective effect for that
purposes, but no such regulations shall be of any
effect untilthey have been approved by a reso-
lution of each House of the Legislature,”

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD; Mr, Chairman, I beg to move
that Clause 2 stand part of the Bill,

Hon, C. E, TALMA:; I beg to second that,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Chairman, I think thatitwould be
ungracious of me if 1 did not thank the Hon, Minister for
the replies which he gaveme, As regards the first question
about recognition, I quite agreewithhim, Wedid not expect
an answer; we expected a responsible Minister to meet
representatives to discuss the question of recognition, and
I am saying that a period of two months is a long time to
takein order to decide whethey you will meet us or not. It
is a question of recognition or of a meeting: you have to
meet in order to discuss on what basis we would want
recognition, I also agree with the hon, member on the point
which I raised about the employment of people, It is within
the power of the Minister to take action if he is satisfied
that & hardship is created — thereisnothing to prevent an
amendment being inserted in the Act, The hon, member, in
moving towards Ministerial Government and Independence,
must bear in mind that we cannot allow Colonial Legislative
Regulations to be passed which are no longer meaningful,
and we must relate these things to what is modern,

The question of the weekly pension {s & financial one.
1 quite agree with that, 'Aman’s pensionor a person's pen-
sion is computed on what his last salary was, If the Gov-
ernment were to change salaries tomorrow, then
automatically they would have increages in the Pension
Bill; but what I am saying is thatinstead of the Government
having to face a pension issue which can be settled in it~
self — that is to say, the Government ig now being re-
quested perfodically to deal with pensioners, and thatneed
not be so, My view is that this matter of the payment of
pensions should not be subject to political changes from
time to time, It is purely dependent upon how long a pen-
sioner lives between a revision of the salary scale and the
amendment to the Act, ¥ the salary scale has not been
changed, a pensioner has no chanceofgetting an increased
pension, The pension can only be changed when the salary

changes and it is only a financial adjustment which can be

made for the pensioner, and the pensioners do not live long
enough to make the pensions a financial burden, 1 do not
think that the financial implications would be as great as
what they would .appear to be, I think it is a question of
settling thxs thing once and for all, and nobody would ask
you, ngainwhatyou aredoing withthe pensioners. It is a new
theory: but itisonewhichisbasedon soundness, and if it is
once implemented, then that is the end of the matter, In or-
der to forearm the Government in this matter, I think it is
necessary for me to introduce a Resolutionin this Chamber
and have a debate on it so that the House will know how we
feel about it, However, I wanted an answer by the 1st De~
cember on this question of recognition. We cannot go on
waiting; wé have the membership and therefore we must
have recognition. We do not want to oppose the idea as did
the City Council, of recognising somebody because youare
recognising the Civil Service Association. We can put the
matter to the test tomorrow, many of the workers were.
asked for their views, and if you were to ask them by a

plebiscite whom they want to represent them, whether the
Barbados Workers® Union or the Civil Service Association
there is no doubt as to what the answer would be,

_ Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Chairman, I would not have spoken
on this matter at all if the hon. member had not referred
to the Bridgetown City Council, I am the Leader of the
Party which has a majority of seatsonthe Bridgetown City
Council, and I would like to say thatat no time have we re-
fused to recognise a properly organized Trade Union. The
hon, member, who has just sat down, can testify to that,
Within fifteen mimmtes the Bridgetown City Council had a
committee to recognise the Barbados Workers' Union, of
which the hon, member is the General Secretary, to deal
with matters in which the workers asked to be represented,
1 want to say that where people would try to dictate policy,
abuse people and use anything to get meto fix big salaries
for certain people and neglectthe others, I say that there is
another thought coming. I called upon Mr, Matthews, the
Local Government Commissioner and I called upon Mr,
Welch, the Acting Labour Commissioner on no fewer
than four times to make representations: to satisfy them-
selves: if they had definite proof of certainthings, to come
out with them: and a year has nearlygone and they have not
yet come out with them. I say that we have at no time re~
fused to recognise a properly organized Trade Union; as a
matter of fact, the Barbados Workers’ Union has been re~
quested hy the majority of workers to make representation
for them,

3.35 p.m,

I do not believe in allowing certainhon, gentiemen who
have not done their homework to makesotto voceremarks,

Mr, CHAIRMAN: There are no hon, gentlemeninhere;
there are all hon, members.

Mr. MOTTLEY: Sir, it should bedrawn to the attention
of my hon, friend the hon, junior member for St, Thomas,
the Minister’'s Under-Secretary that this deals with every
public employee, The hon, member is a Trade Unionist,
and founder of the Trade Union for seamen, and now he
gets in here and says he is not dealing with them, I will
tell him what he told my friend, the member for St. Peter.
He is getting too small for his shoes,

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I cannot allow this cross . talk.

Mr. MOTTLEY: This is Christmas time and [am only
displaying the spirit of goodwill that exists between all of
us, There can be no animosity towards the member to
whom I am talking; he always reminds me of the Biblical
injunction, He does not bemoan the fact thatheis small,
Jesus said “‘Zaccheus, come down!"* He realises thathe is
short in stature and other things, and thereforehe must be
heard at times, He has to go onto a tree to show that he is
tall,

Mr, BOXILL: Before you put the question, Sir, it is
true that Zaccheus didgoupinatree because he was short,
but he might also have been in thetree because Christ was
short and he wanted to see Christ, 1 will tell the hon.
Leaderof the Opposition that height has never been an in-
dication of sense; otherwise *‘*Eddie’’ would have been a
Ph,D,

The question that Clause 2 stand part was putand

resolvedin the affimative without division,

On the motion of Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD, seconded
by Hon, C, E, TALMA, Mr. CHAIRMAN
passing of the Bill in Committee, and Mr, SPEAKR

resumed the Chair and reported accordingly,

reported the

On the separate motions of Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD,
seconded in each case by Hon, C. E. TALMA, the Bill
was read a third time and passed.

BILL READ A FIRST TIME

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr. Spesker, before you call
the next Order of the Day, Ishould like to ask leave to give
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notice that a Bill to amend the Friendly Societies (Repeal
of Special Acts) Act, 1964, be read a first time,

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon., junior member for St,
Michael is craving the indulgence of the House at this stage
of its proceedings to move the first reading of a Bill to
amend the Friendly Societies Act, and if thereis no objec~
tion, the hon, member may so proceed,

There being no objection, the hon. member may pro~
ceed,

May I warn the hon, member that this spirit of Christ-
mas may not always manifest itself?

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move
that a Bill to amend the Friendly Societies (Repeal of Special
Acts) Act, 1964, be now read a first time,

Hon, C. E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was pul and resolved in the affirmas
tive without division,

THE CASUAL EMPLOYEES PENSIONS
(AMENDMENT) ACT, 1964

Mr, SPEAKER: Order No. 6 stands in the name of the
Hon, and Learned senior member for St. John,

Hon. W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, 1 am asking
leave to take charge of this Bill.

Mr, SPEAKER: The Hon, Leader of theHouseis seek-
ing its leave to proceed with this Billin the absence of the
Hon. and Learned member for St. John, and if there js no
objection, leave will be granted,

There being no objection, leave is granted and the Hon,
Leader of the House may proceed,
3.45 p.m,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, this Bil] is
really another attempt by the Government so to improve
the legislation under which its employees retire that {f
and when they do retire they will receive the pensions to
which they are entitled with the minimum of delay and
trouble,

This Bill seeks to amend the Casual Employees Pen-
sions Act, 1961 (Act 1981-44) to -~

(a) make the casusl employees of the Agricultural
Credit Bank and the Housing Authority eligible for
pensions and gratuities;

(b) permit the service of casual employeas who are
transferred from local government service to be
taken into ac ount as pensionable service;

(c) require contributions to be paid into the Public
Treasury in aid of the pensions of the casual em-~
ployees referred to in paragraphs (a) and (b)
above;

(d) definethe expression‘‘continuous service'® for the
purposes of section 11 in order to clarify the
meaning of that expression in view of the fact that
the service of most casual employees is not really
continuous,

I think I have said enough on the other Bill as to make
it unnecessary for me to speak at length on this Bi]l,

1, therefore, beg to move that this Bill be now resd a
second ‘time,

Hon, C, E. TALMA: 1 beg to second that.
The question that u.c p5ili be now read a seeond

time was put and resolved in the affimative uithout
division,

On moton of Hon. W. A, CRAWFORD, seconded by
Hon, C. E. TALMA, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and
the House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr, BATSON
in the Chair,

Clauses 1 and 2 were called separately and passed,

Clause 3 was called, It reads as follows:~
Section 4 of the principal Act is amended as follows —
(a) by renumbering the section as subsection (1);

() by adding immediately after subsection (1) (as
renumbered) the following subsection as sub-
section (2) -~

*“(2) Every scheduled authority or body shall, in re-
spect of the financial year 1964-65 and every financial
year thereafter, on the demand of the Accountant
General, pay out of its funds into the Public Treasury
in aid of the pensions of its casual employees a sum
equal to one quarter of the amount paid as wages in
each financial year to such employees in respect of
employment for two hundred and twenty days.*"

Hon, W. A, CRAWFORD: I beg to move that Clause 3
stand part.

Hon, C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Chairman, I always wanted to ask
the Government what is the logicof putting in a Clause like
thisinthese Bills, Thisis what is stated in this sub-section:

‘(2) Every scheduled authority or body shall, in re-~
spect of the financial year 1964-65 and every financial year
thereafter, on the demand of the Accountant General, pay
out of its funds into the Public Tregsury in aid of the pen-
sions of its casual employees a sum equal to one quarter
of the amount paid as wages in each financial year to such
employees in respect of employment for two hundred and
twenty days."’

What I do not understand is this, All the money which
the Housing Authority receives comes from the Public
Treasury because the rents which they receive have to be
paid into the Public Treasury, What I really do not under-
stand is what is this sort of financial connundrum you have
that you are paying out money from the Public Treasury to
the Housing Authority and then you are telling the Housing
Authority to pay back some of the money towards em-
ployees’ pension,

Sir, I never have been able to understand this classic
arithmetic, Although you give thern $1 million to do housing,
out of that they have to give you back $30,000 for pension,
I never could understand that, What I really want to know
is, if the Government is responsible for granting pensions
to the employees of the Housing Authority, whydo you have
to go in for this sort of financial juggling? It creates con-
fusion to me, I cannot see how it is necessary.

Sir, I would like to draw to the attention of the Hon,
Minister of Labour that I think the time has come when the
Housing Authority should have a Committee set up to deal
with its funds and the money which itgets from the Labour
Fund, Like all the other territories in the West Indies, we
think the time has come when this should be administered
by a Committee and not by the Cabinet, because you are
administering money and the Cabinet should not bein that,
1 am only saying this in passing.

As 1 was saying, I would like to understand why we
have to undertake this expensive arrangement of doing it
like this, I can quite understand why you should do it in
this manner as regards the Councils because a Council is
an independent body. As regards the Housing Authority,
that body can only get money when the Government gives
it annually. I cannot understand why you would have to pass
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this kind of legislation to regularise a pension being paid
to its employees, May be, the legal experts may say that this
is for some good reason, I am not against it, This is the
only point I want to raise, The Government is really paying
the pensioners, and not the Housing Authority per se.

Mr, MOTTLEY: Mr, Chairman, while I do understand
{t being done as regards Local Councils, I do not see why
you should have it with respect to such Departments or
Boards which come entirely under Government; therefore,
I agree with the hon, senior member for St, Peter who has
just sat down, The Hon, Leader of the House knows pretty
well that there were the days when we had people who
turned from the Government to take jobs in the Local
Government Service, and the system was worked out where-~
by you took the service whichthey had put in in the Govern~
ment Service with that which they had put in in the Local
Government Service to compute their pensions, There were
the days when you had the Road Board, and you had people
who went straight from the Road Board into the Depart-
ment of Highways and Transport, and the service which
they had put in with the Road Board was taken into con~
sideration so as to arrive at the number of years which
they had put in, and their pensions were computed on that,
The Hon. Leader of the House would recall that you had
people who started their service with the Government of
this country, may be at the Hospital, and then ended up
their service in the Local Government and then what ac~
tually happened was that they took that person’s services
in the Local Government and the Central Government and
added them together and computed a pensiononthat, and the
person stood to lose nothing,
3.55 p.m.

I am sure that the Hon, Leader of the House and the
Hon, Minister of Communications know about this matter,
because it has happened with somebody in St, Philip; it
has happened with an organist, Like the hon, member who
has just sat down, I say that there might be some method
of accounting, some method of doing it; butI do not under-
stand it. As to the question of the Local Government Au-
thorities paying a contribution to the Central Government,
if you work for the Central Government or for the Local
Government and then come over to Central Government, I
can see what they are driving at, For instance, there may
be inspectors who were working for the Local Government
and they were promoted to the Central Government, and if
their last ten years were put in with the Central Govern~
ment, it was easy to compute that and pay it proportionate~
ly. If this amount is paid by the Local Government with
the pension which is given today, people who have ability
can do a lot better if they were to take jobs outside,

Mr. Chairman, what is the position going to be? I am
not in a position today to offer any objection to this pro-
posal, but I must confess that the reasons for which the
Government has brought down this Bill are not clear to me,
It has been said that the Central Government and the Lo~
cal Government must make their contributions, and that
principle applies where people work with Boards, I do not
know if the Hon, Minister will explain the matter more
carefully than he has done during the course of his outline
of the Bill, When we had a sort of metamorphosis in the
1920's, all these pensions were paid, I want to say, Sir,
that you had some very vindictive and malicious people in
the Government at the time, and I remember that when
members of the Government now were in the Opposition,
they refused to take a bet in relation to a woman who had
given service to the Empire and had gone into the Local
Government Service, You went from the Local Government
Service to the Central Government Service, and when the
time came, some malicious people refused to take into
consideration the services of a person which he had given
to the Government, I say that that man lias used his ex-
perience and ability quite recently, Hon., members will
know to whom I am referring. 1 do hope that this Bill will
set the matters I have mentioned right. Whatl am worried
about in this Bill is this: when these people die, what will
happen to their gratuities and so on?

The question that Clause 3 stand part of the Bill

was put and resolved in the affimative without division,

Clauses 4 to 6 inclusive were called and passed,

Hon, W, A, CRAWFORD; Mr, Chairman, I begto move
that you do now report the passing of one Bill in Committee,

Hon, C, E. TALMA: I beg to second that.

The question was put and resolved in the affirmas
tve without division.

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr, SPEAKER resun. ~d
the Chair and reported accordingly.

On motions of Hon, W. A. CRAWFORD, seconded
by Hon., C. E. TALMA in each case, the Bill was read
a third ime amndpassed,

MARKETS AND SLAUGHTER-HOUSES
(AMENDMENT) BILL

Mr, SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in
the name of the Hon, Minister of Agriculture, Lands and
Fisheries:~ To move the second reading of a Bill to amend
the Markets and Slaughterhouses Act, 1958,

Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, this Bill seeks
to amend the Markets and Slaughterhouses Act, 1958, for
the following purposes:-

(a) to extend from three to five miles the limits of
the areas within which no slaughtering may be
done except in a public or licensed slaughterhouse;

() to transfer from the Cabinet to the Minister of
Agriculture and Fisheries (who is charged with
responsibility for the subiectof Marketing) the
power to hear appeals under sections 20 (5) and
23A (5) from decisions of the Chief Supervisor of
Markets;

(c) to allow permits to be issued for any period
not exceeding a year instead of only for a fixed
period of one year as is now required by sub-
section (2) of section 23A: and

(d) to require the Chief Supervisor of Markets mere-
1y to consult the Commissioner of Police before
issuing a permit under section 23A, At present
the Chief Supervisor is required by subsection (3)
of section 23A to obtain the approval of the Com-
missioner of Police for the issue of a permit in
respect of the particular part of the public place
to which it is proposed that a permit shall relate.

Certain minor consequential amendments have
also been made to sections 2, 5 (1) and 25 (2).
4,05 p.m.

Mr, Spesker, the amendment to this Bill woulg be for
a higher standard of sanitation and health in this island,
and the Government would also be in a better position to
keep records of the amount of animals slaughtered in the
island, and thereby know the requirements incase the Gov-
ernment did have to issue licences for importation, It is
in accordance with this that we are in a position now to
state the amount of pigs killed over the last six months,
and if we had a greater control within the City limits, we
would be able to calculate on a closer basis the amount of
animals killed in the Island, and therefore know the amount
that would be required in case the normal rearing in the
Island decreased,

1 beg to move that this Bill be now read a second time,
Hon, A, Da.C, EDWARDS: I beg to second that.
Mr. MOTTLEY: Mr, Speaker, we all agree that a
Bill of this nature is in the interest of the health of the

people in this country for the simple reason that there
are certain diseases in animals, which, if not slaughtered
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under the eye of a professionally trained man, can be very
injurious to the hunan body, Be that as it may, there has
always been a difference of opinion among the veterinary
surgeons of the world as to whether such diseases that
exist among animals, though not slaughtered in the pro-
perly organised slavghter~houses and under the eye of a
qualified man, if boiled or taken through a certain pro-
cess of hest still remain injurious or infectious to the
human systern, That is, however, not the point I am taking
in this matter today, ! mentioned that in passing to allow
the Hon, Minister and his Government to realise that there
are people who see this through the same eye as I do, not
merelv laymen, but scientifically trained men,

This Bill seeks to extend from three to five miles the
limits of the areas within which no slaughtering may be
done except in a public or licensed slaughterhouse, From
my experience in public health matters, I would be the
last to offer opposition to anything that meant the good
health of the people of this colony; but as I have always
said, whenever you are doing things in a community, you
must take into consideration the economic situation sur-
rounding the circumstances, Atpresent, aslong as you are
outside the three-mile limit, you may kill a sheep, apig,
a goat or any other animal and sell it, but now you must
be outside the five mile limit. No matter what the legal
phraseology is here, in simple parlance you must be five
miles outside the City to kill anything and sell it at your
butcher's shop, I am wondering if the Government has
taken into consideration that within the Municipality where
there are some 92,000 people living in approximately
28,500 houses, there is one slaughterhouse as such, and if
the law is not to be abserved in the breach when this Bill
is passed, it means that that slaughterhouse must be used
for slaughtering all the animals to be slaughtered and sold,
I am perfectly willing to give in to the Minister if I make
a mistake,

The next most important point is whether Government
has taken intc consideration that there is no other point
in St. Michael that is five miles outside the Municipality
except where St, Michael touches St. Thomas, and that is
at the Exchange point, As scon as you step over the five
mile limit at places like Lears, Bibby Lane and outer St,
James, you can kill, and you can also bring it inside the
five mile limit and sell. 1 believe the Government means
well in doing this, but you must have slaughterhouses at
such points with trained men, not necessarily veterinary
surgeons, because long have gone the days when only vet-
erinary surgeons examined meat. There are Inspectors
who have gained certificates from ‘the Royal Sanitary In-
stitute for the purpose of inspecting meat. In this Bill you
are enacting legislation which will be nothing but a farce
for the simple reason that as soon as you pass the five
mile stone in St, James, all the people running the hxxury
hotels can buy meat that was not slaughtered in a slaughter-
house ' under the eye of certain men; therefore you are
enacting legislation before you are ready. If you think of
such places like Wanstead to the Leprosarium, Rendez-
vous, or Little Simmons by Charles Rowe Bridge, there is
only one point that you can stretch to five miles, and that
is between Lears and Exchange,

4,15 p.m.

If you took it to the point to where it goes, like to a
place called Little Simmons, out of all of these, there is
only one point whichyoucangetupto five miles and, there-
fore, that is the only point, Are you fooling yourself now
that in every one of these villages, people are going to
slaughter all the animals in a publicor licensed slaughter-
house in another few days? Those of us who are living
outside the City will behearing pigs cry'ng all up by Water-
ford, Hothersal Turning and all up as far as Green Hill,

The point I am making is that youhave restrictions up
to the five mile limit and as soon as you step over the five
mile limit you can kill without any licence, You can kill
pigs after you get to that limit, sell pork and do every-
thing.

I am saying that what you are doing is a good thing,
This is something which is done in all big countries: but

in doing this, you must study the economics, Within two
days from now, every other person in the village would be
killing his pig and offering his two pounds or four pounds
of pork for sale,

Where is your slaughterhouse in Speightstown, That
is a town too. I wonder what the hon, senior member for
St, Peter isgoing to say about this, The hon, member knows
that as regards the Northern District, although a certain
amount of meat is imported for the luxury hotels, in ac-
tual fact a lot of it {s got from people who slaughter in the
villages, although in actual fact according to the regula-
tions, this meat must be inspected before itis sold, There
are regulations stating that before any is sold you should
get in touch with the Local authorities and get it inspected.
These regulations are of great benefit to the health stan-
dards. It is all right to put this on paper and it is all right
to say that a Veterinary Surgeon has to see it, but there
are other people trained to do it.

1 want to ask the Hon, Minister how many places be-
sides the slaughter house which you have in Bridgetown
are licensed slaughtering houses? If there are more than
that, where are they? If you were to put down a slaughter-
ing house in the various villages, then they can be taken
over by the Local Government authorities,

I would like to tell the Hon. Minister, and he is well
aware of it, you have made provision for Sanitary Inspec~
tors to go to Jamaica to be trained as Health Inspectors
and there are many inspectors who are trained: therefore,
if we put a slaughteringhouse in each area, we can send
one of these inspectors tc examine this meat, Let us be
frank about it. Where is the five mile stone on the route
going up Hastings way? Are you going to kill everything in
Oistins? Where is the slaughterhouse up there?

Hon, G, G. FERGUSSON: Mr, Chairman, I riseon a
point of order. The law does not refer to selling: it refers
to slaughtering within the five mile limit,

Mr, MOTTLEY: If the hon. member was not an old,
true and trusted friend of mine, I would really take him
up on that, Do you sell pigs by cutting off their legs? How
are you going to sell them? Let us be factual; let us be
realists, Are you really asking the man just outside the
five-mile limit to take out a licence when the one slaughter-
inghouse which you have in Barbados is in Bridgetown and
he would have to go down there to kill a hog and then go
back to where he lives and sell i{t?

Hon, C. E. TALMA: According to the Objects and
Reasons of this Bill, any personoutside the five-mile limit
who wants to kill would still be issued with a licence,

Mr, MOTTLEY: Sir, now that the hon, member has
made that point, and the hon, member is one who has al-
ways seen the wisdom, I would say now that we are only
interested in the health of those who come within the five~
mile limit. If the hon, member was listening to me he would
have seen the point which I was making. The hon. member
said that you are now extending it to five miles, What 1
am saying is this., You are using the people's money to
train inspectors in the inspection of food. Set up points
where the inspectors can go to inspect the meat. You have
licences issued, but you can still have a pig killed without
being inspected, and with the untrained eye there goes
unnoticed any disease which the pig might have had. The
hon. member knows what I am talking about,

Hon, G. G, FERGUSSON: Mr, Chairman, I rise on a
point of order. The hon, senior member for the City said
that certain villages are still within the limits of three
miles, and you would hear pigs being killed in those dis-
tricts, I will say that even now that we have extended it
you will still be hearing them,

Mr, MOTTLEY: I have admitted all of that already.
Why make ourselves look stupid by passing a law which
we know is not easy to apply? You are saying that every-
body within five miles must come to the slaughter house,
I am saying that if you live at Bibby's Lane, if you live at
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Hothersal Turning, it means that you must bring every
pigyou wantto kill to the slaughterhouse down there, That
is absolutely unadulterated nonsense, I do not mean that
it is nonsense to protect the health of the people,

4.25 p.m,

You should make use of such men as you have trained.

In all three of the Councils now, you have trained persons,
and if you have Fish Inspectors at these various points you
should also put Meat Inspectors atthese points, Unless you
do that you are not doing anything, You are saying in this

Bill that you are extending from three miles to five miles

the limits of the areas within which no slaughtering must
be done except in a public or licensed slaughterhouse, You
are saying that this slaughtering must bedonein the market
or otherwise there is a penalty, I1do not think that the Hon,

Minister was quite serious when he spoke about this slaugh-

tering. This is one of the opinions of one of the very highly

trained men who feel that this should be done, but I think

it is a waste of time to pass this Bill unless you are going
to have inspections made at certain points, Ithink thatthe
Hon, Minister knows me well enough, because I would get
uwp in here and ask what is the number of licensed hutchers
you have and things like that; but 1do not want to be in any

way facetious,

I could ask what is the number of licences which we
have issued down here and in the island. It is known, Sir,
that the agricultural labourers are people who use fresh
meat once a week because of the economic position of
these people, However, Sir, as I say, I do not propose to
ask all of these questions today, but my commonsense tells
me that, in the absence of providing slaughterhouses, the
proposals in this Bill cannot be so easily carried out. You
could have your trained inspector carrying out meat in-
spections and that could be done, butnot by merely having
this five-mile limit,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, I quite agree with the
Hon, Leader of the Opposition in some of the things which
he has said. I do not think that the Government expects that
this Bill will work; it will not workin Barbados in the true
sense of the word. Itisapartof the basic characteristic of
an agricultural community where people are in the rural
areas; that is to say, people in the rural areas are not
heavy meat-eating people, and therefore the slaughtering
of animals is not an organized thing in the country. The
slaughtering in the country districts usually takes placeon
Wednesdays and on Saturdays and sometimes it takes place
only on Saturdays, Sometimes it is a question of habit,
Even in Barbados there is a heavy eating of carbohydrates
because it is a question of habit. What I regard as being
important is that we should encourage people to know that
slaughtering under supervision is better than slaughtering
without supervision, I do not think that the Government
feels that it is eliminating the illicit slaughtering which
is going on, because the illicit slaughtering is encouraged.
The plantation philosophy istokill a pig and divide it among
the people; but no Sergeant of Police would prosecute the
manager of any plantation for slaughtering a pig and giving
the people on the plantation meat to eat. The people would
say that the manager was kind to them and things of that
nature,

In Barbados the people believe in the self-service basis
of killing, They say that instead of selling the pig to the
butcher, they can kill it too, The Hon. Leader of the Op~
position is in an excellent position in the City of Bridge-
town where he will admit that the Vestry in the old days,
took a step in this direction, and itwas a question of keep-
ing pigs within certain City limits; and there was the same
objection about people keeping pigs within the City, Bar~
badians have to live in a modern society, Some people
believe that they can keep animals which do not allow peo-
ple to sleep at night, I feel that it is a good thing to en-
courage people to realise that the slaughtering of animals
with supervision is better than slaughtering animals with~
out supervision, and that is in the interest of health, I
remember listening to the radio during the week, and I
heard that it was only a littie error in England ~ and that
error arose from slaughtering — when the authorities

found ‘that some corned beef was infectious; that corned
beef hospitalised some 1,500 people in England with the
complaint of typhoid fever,

4,35 p.m,

The hon, member knows that some people in trade or
business feel that they cammot.throw away half a million
dollars in commodities, but they can throw away half a mil-
lion lives, and sometimes a man may kill a pig or a cow
and maybe sweep out the wholeof his family through eating
infectious meat, but may put the blame on having caught a
cold, not knowing that it is the infectious meat which they
had eaten that caused these things, Ido not think that in one
breath you can spend $12,000 on poliomyelitis, something
you camnot see, and then in another breath you do not think
of protecting these basic things, I would say that in Bar-
bados we are a little lax on Public Health matters, and I
think we should tighten up. The hon. member says that you
should have more slaughterhouses, but that may not be
appropriate as you very well know the attitude of people, I
know a butcher in Speightstown who under the law has to
satisfy the authorities that he has a proper place to kill
his animals, but I believe thatinthese rural areas, the ten-
dency is for people to converge in Bridgetown, and those
who want to purchase meat aregoing todo so at the Market
in Bridgetown. With as good a bus service as we have in
Barbados, that is going to happen. (A VOICE: Not now.)
The hon, member says ‘‘not now'’, but let him put a
slaughterhouse at Pie Corner and see what would happen.
We had the example of having put a market with refrigera=-
tors in St, Philip to sell meat, green peas and eddoes, but
the people started to play dominoes, and themarket turned
out to be a domino market; soIwould say to the hon, mem-
ber that I do not think we can test buying habits and be-
haviour theoretically. You have to work by the drift and
what you see taking place, If there are butchers in these
areas and a lot of killing is goingon on a systematic basis,
you will have to examine it,

1 believe, Sir, that there may be a need for additional
slaughterhouses, but you will have to examine that very
carefully, because the hon. member must bear inmind that
the Government now grants a man a licence to kill meat
under inspections outside the five mile limit, The hon.
member knows that there was a time whenthe Vestries did
not have any person capable of inspecting meat unless they
used meat inspectors from the General Board of Health; so
I would say in a general way that anything which has a ten-
dency to tighten up on your Public Health affairs is a good
thing, I would say that the characteristics of the Barbadian
are such that they have been killing on plantations and in
villages, and there is going to be a slow process of getting
people to adhere to this; so you should extend the limit
gradually. And if it is a question of providing slaugher-
houses, let your experts examine it to see whether you
need a slaugherhouse at a particular area which would be
used under proper supervision, I do notlike this after-the-
event business, of waiting until we get an epidemic, I am
no scientist or doctor, but even they do not always know
the basic reason for many an epidemic, Often there is a
terrifying epidemic, but they do not know whether it comes
from this, or whether it started at this point as a result
of that; so they are still in the dark, Sometimes it starts
from something we know, but arenot awareof, 1 feel, there-
fore, that anything in Public Health is in the best interest
of the public,

Hon, G. G, FERGUSSON: Mr, Speaker, the hon, senior
member for St. Peter has stated that outside the five mile
range more small animals are slaughtered, but that would
be merely once and in some instances twicea week, which
would pinpoint that the majority of animals are slaughtered
within the City area. It is not only from the point of view
of health conditions, but this processis going to be recorded
and it would therefore be prcatically useless to maintain
slaughterhouses at the five mile limit when the present
slaughterhouse is not used to capacity. Besides that, there
{s always the possibility of keeping a good check on the
amount of animals slaughtered and the weight of them if
you want to develop the standard and the amount of animals
reared in the country for statistical purposes.
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Records show that within the last six months a large
amount of pigs were killed, and it took practically twice
that amount of animals ‘n two or three months to give the
same welght, It is these facts and statistics which would
enable the Government to know when to issue licences when
the required amount of a commodity such as pork was
dropping in this Island through the rearing of less pigs,
Since it took nearly twice the amount of animals to give
the weight of the animals siaughtered for the three months
previously, that was a clear indication that your biggest
animals were being slaughtered, and that is one of the
reasons that the Ministry of Trade was able to grant per-
mission to issue licences for the importation of pork for
this season,

The question that the Bill be now read a second time
was put and resolved in the affimative without division,

On the motion of Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON, seconded
by Hn, G E. TALMA, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and
the House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. BATSON
in the Chair,
4.45 p.m,

Clauses ] to 9 inclusive were ca lled separately
and pass ed,

On motion of Hon. G. G, FE RGUSSON, seconded
by Hon, C. E. TALMA, Mr. CHAIRMAN reported the

passing of one Bill in Committee.,

Mr. SPEAKER the Chair
accordin gly,

On separate motions of Hon, G. G. FERGUSSON,
seconded by Hon, C, E. TALMA in each case, the Bill

was read a third tme and passed,

THE WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY (AMENDMENT)
BILL, 1964

Hon. C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, lam asking for leave
to take the Billto amend the Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1940,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, senior member for Christ
Church is seeking the leave of the House to proceed now
wi th the Bill to amend the Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1940
(1940-22),

If there is no objection, leave will be granted the Hon,
Minister, (A4 Pause)

resumed and reported

There being no objection, leaveis granted the hon,
member,

Hon, C, E. TALMA: Mr. Spesker, accordingto a state-
ment made by the Hon, Premier in his Budget Speech on
30th June last, he said that the Government proposes to re-
move the licence fee on wireless sets, This Bill therefore
seeks to amend the Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1940, 1940~
22 in order to remove the requirement for licences in
respect of wireless broadcast receivers and to provide
for consequential amendments to the Act, The amendments,
as made, would also make suchprovision as appears neces-
sary or desirable in view of the introduction of television,

As hon, members know, theselicences, were observed
in the breach. Licences for Wireless Broadcasting
receivers, asI have said, expired on 31st July, 1964, Cer-
tain provisions of this Bill would therefore be made re-
trospective from the first week of August, 1964,

The Bill also seeks to provide for the repeal of the
definition of *‘Inspector’’ in the Act and the construction
of references to the Inspector as references to the Elec~
trical Engineer — Part 11 of the Schedule, It is desirable
that these changes should become operative at the same
time as similar changes intended to be made in the Elec-
tricity Act, 1936, 1936-2 and therefore provision is made
for them to be brought into operation by proclamation,

In short, in so far as radio sets are concerned, these
licences would not be collected now, but the other legis~
lation would be rigidly adhered to.

I beg to move that this Billbe now read a second time,

M

Hon, G, G, FERGUSSON: 1 beg to second that,
Mr, WALCOTT: I have no objectionto the removal be-
cause | always felt that Barbados had no justification in
making you pay a radio licence, Now, the hon, member
said that these regulations would be rigidly adhered to.
What I would like to know is the idea of your making one
pay a licence; is it because the operation of the service is
not paying? 1 do not believe in your making on e pay a
licence just for so. What I would really like to know is if
the Carribbean Broadcasting Corporationis a self-support-
ing enity because this licence fee is not going to the Broad-
casting Corporation; it is going to the Government as
Government revenue. I do ¥now that in the process of time I
would know approximately the position,
4,55 p.m,

Sir, I do not feel that when you buy a television set,
you should pay duty on it, Itis something which is at a high
price, and when the ad valorem duty is added to it, you
make your contribution when you buy it by being the owner
of it, By taxing a television set, that will not mean that that
is additional revenue, I do not ‘believe that you should tax a
man because he has a television set because the next thing
you will hear is that they will tax you because you have a
refrigerator. 1 want to say, Sir, that whenyou have a tele-
vision set, your electricity expenses will go up. If the
Company is right, if they are making a profit that they can
amortise their debt and make theusersof T.V. pay a fee —
1 say that television is something which you have to pur-
chase. That being so, I would like to know what are the
reasons behind this licence fee, I would be very glad to
hear what those reasons are.

Hon. J. C. TUDOR: Mr, Speaker, the points raised by
the hon, senior member for St. Peter are, of course, of
great interest and Ithink that the position with respect tothe
matter should be made quite clear. The hon, member is, of
course, aware that the Caribbean Broadcasting Corporation
has vested in it the power and authority to establish and
maintain a Television Service as it has with respect to a
Radio Service. Those two services are composite opera-
tions run by this statutory Body. When the Cabinet was
considering certain financial implications arising out of
the joint operations of radio and television, it reached
certain conclusions, financial and fiscal, the mostimportant
of which were these: in so far as the importation of tele-
vision sets is concerned, or the component parts, we would
not lay any consumption tax, at least for a period of five
years from June, 1964, We further concluded that the
profit margin on the sale of television sets should not
exceed 25% of the cost of the sets. The third conclusion in
this respect is that an annual licence fee of $10 should be
levied on each television set sold or erected, and an amount
equivalent to the amount of revenuederived from such fees
should accrue to the Caribbean Broadcasting Corporation.
In fact, the Caribbean Broadcasting Corporation will re-
ceive, as part of its revenue what is collected from the
licence fee. That is a part of the sundry financial arrange-
ments which we have drawn up, it seems to me that there
should be no short fall of revenue to the Caribbean Broad-
casting Corporation, and we have decided in this respect
that the licence fee for radio sets should go to the
Caribbean Broadcasting Corporation, If there is any
cavilling at this arrangement, it mustbe borne in mind that
while we are imposing a licence fee of $10 on each set which
is sold, we are not imposing any consumption tax,

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr. Speaker, I think that the Hon.
Minister of Education who is also responsible for broad-
casting, has explained the position very adequately, How-
ever, Sir, I will simply add that there should be no parallel
drawn between the licence fee for ordinary radio and that
for a television set. In the case of the ordinary radio, that
is a separate and distinct operation. It is an independent
operation not relying on any capital expenditure of the
Government, whereas in the case of T.V, sets, you can only
function provided that there is an arrangement for tele-
vision made by some company and, in this case, by the
Caribbean Broadcasting Corporation which is not very
expensive, In the case of the Television set, the licence
fee for that depends upon the service which obtains at the
present time,




441

—

The question that this Bill be now read a second
time was put and resolved in the affirmative uithout
divi sion,

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, I beg to move that
you do now leave the Chair and the House go into Committee
on this Bill,

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARTS: I beg to second that,

The question was put and resolved in the affirmas
five without diwsion,

Mr., SPEAKER left the Chair, and the House went
into Committee on the Bill, Mr, BATSON in the Chair,

Clauses 1 and 2 were called and passed,

Clause 3 was called,

Hon, C, E. TALMA: Mr, Chairman, I begto move that
Clause 3 stand part of the Bill,

Hon, A, DaC., EDWARDS: 1 beg to second that,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Chairman, I must thank the Hon.
Minister of Education and the Hon, Minister of Communi~
cations and Works for the replies which they have given
me, but I must take this opportunity to make this comment,
The Hon, Minister of Education has said, and I am glad to
hear him state it, that they went into all the financial
implications of TV; but in the United States of America,
the people there do not pay any licence fee in order to get
television and they have programmes going all day.
5.05 p.m.

Now you may say that in the United States of America,
television is on a proper basis, but the hon. member must
bear in mind that he is copying the English system here.
The British Broadcasting Station started as a non-commer-
cial broadcasting Corporation, and they made thelicensing
fee go to the Corporation; but you must bear in mind that
C.B.C. radio and C.B.C, T.V, are commercial stations
and they are getting revenue from the fact that you have a
television to watch; and the greater the viewers intelevision
and the more radios there are, thegreater will be the cost
to people, because if 2,000 television sets have now been
sold, that means that the Corporation will get $20,000 a
year, and you have to watch that,

The hon, member talks about a consumption tax, but
there is no point in putting up a Broadcasting Station and
then making a television set such a luxury that nobody wants
to buy one; thereforeitis afalsething, If you are putting up
a Television and Broadcasting Station simultaneously, and
it is for education and the like, I feel that $10 a year on a
television set is too high and you have to reduce it. That
is the tax which a person would pay on an acre of land.
After all, this is a licensing fee and not the total cost of
one’s enjoyment, Any person who owns atelevisionset has
to have electricity and pay for other things. The next thing
you will see is a tax put on a man owning a refrigerator,
or if you own ten pairs of shoes, on the eleventh pair you
Must pay a tax,

I hope, Mr, Chairman, that this will be reviewed, be-
cause although this fee is not a considerable portion of your
income, it is high, though for the first year it is already
included in the purchase tax and people do not feel it. To
pay $400 for a commodity and then $10 each year after
as a tax for ownership is a fairly high tax, and the pro-
grammes we are getting for the tire being are programmes
manufactured already. I hope therefore thar az time goes on
this will be modified and brought in line with a more rea-
sonable figure, because it does seem to me that $10 as a

licensing fee on a television setishighfor an item such as
that,

The question that Clause 3 stand part was put and

resolved in the affimnative without division,

The Schedule was called and passed,

On the motion of Hon, C. E. TALMA, seconded by
Hon, A, DaC. EDWARDS, Mr., CHAIRMAN reported the
passing of one Bill in Commitiee and Mr. SPEAKER ree
sumed the Chair and reported accordingly,

On the separate motions of Hon, G E. TALMA,
seconded in each case by Hon, A. DaCG. EDWARDS, the

Bill was read a third time and passed,

THE WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY (AMENDMENT)
REGULATIONS, 1964

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, 1am asking leave to
deal with the Resolution to approve the Wireless Telegraphy
(Amendment) Regulations, 1964,

I understand, Sir, that copies have not yet been circu-
lated.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1964

Hon, C., E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, I am asking leave to
deal with a Bill to amend the Public Utilities Act, 1951,

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon, senior member for Christ
Church seeks the leave of the House to deal with a Bill to
amend the Public Utilities Act, 1951, and if there is no
objection, leave will be granted,

There being no objection, leave is granted, Let the
hon. member proceed.

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, the Objects and
Reasons set out that this Bill seeks to amend the Public
Utilities Act, 1951, 1951-31, in order to bring within
the definition of *‘public utility’* in Section 2 any person
(or company) who owns or operates motor omnibuses (as
defined), thereby placing responsibility for the fixing of
motor omnibus fares on the Public Utilities Board. The
Bill seeks to make consequential amendments to other pro-
visions of the Act and to the Motor Vehicles and Road
Traffic Act, 1937, 1937-16 and to provide for transitional
matters,

5,15 p.m,

This is a Bill to amend the Public Utilities Act, 1951,
(1951-31), so that the fixing of busfares should be done by
the Public Utilities Board and nothow itis done at present,

T beg to move that this Bill benow read a second time,

Hon, A. DaC., EDWARDS: 1 beg to second that.
Mr, WALCOTT: Sir, I did not hear all the hon, mem-
ber said, but from the Objects and Reasons, this Bill seeks
to amend the Public Utilities Act, in order to bring within
the definition of *‘public utility’* any person who owns or
operates motor omnibuses, thereby placing the responsibili~
ty for the fixing of bus faresonthe Public Utilities Board,

What I really want to say, now that I am on this ques-
tion, isthatbringing this under the Public Utilities Board
and operating as it is, in this loose and disconnected
fashion is going to present a problem,

Why 1 say that is this: in a general way, the utilities
which the Public Utilities Board now deals with happen to
be composite companies such as the Telephone Company,
the Light and Power Company or the Gas Company, Now
that yon are going to deal with seven bus concessionaires
in a mauner like this to determine what the fares should be,
it is going 0 be a2 herculean task for the Public Utilities
Board, because you will not be looking at one balance sheet,
but at several. Because of that, you are going to find it an
extremely difficult task to determine the fares which should
operate, You may be asking someone to operate on a fare
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structure when the revenue from his operation may differ
from another,

This Government at one time was not dynamic about
public ownership of transport, bit they have found out that
transport is so vital to the life of modern society that
they camnot ignore it: so you have them choosing this
situation of purting this in the hands of the Public Utilities
Board,

Some time ago, the Hon, Minister of Communications
said to me in reply to 2 question that we have made re-
quests for wages for workers in the transport service to
be reviewed on a two year basis when the Government's
Budget is on a three-yesr basis. We did not negotiate with
the Government per se; we negotiated with the statutor,
body.

Sir, I am not opposed to any system which you may -

choose, but the systern must be sound, What seems sensible
to me is that you should have a system which is responsi~
ble for all of the buses in Barbados, and that would be the
only way in which you could record the total income which
comes from the operation of public transport,

At present we have people in Barbados running trans-
port some of whorn are using Bedford buses, some Merce-
des, some Leylands and so on, When you have your capital
expended in many kinds of rolling stock, it cannot be
economical because if you had a train service, some of
which operated on a six-inchtrack, and someon a four-inch
track, it could not be economical because you will have to
think of rolling stock for two kinds of tracks. You there-
fore think of having the service on one kind of track. The
position would be similar. If you have one type of bus you
would not have to fly up to Germany to get something for
the Mercedes and then go to England to get something
for the Leylands, If you have one type of bus, you would
be dealing with one person from whom you could get all
your spare parts, You have a lot of rolling stock on the
street for which parts are very expensive and you have to
replace them from different sources. That is a cause for
the high operational costs of the running of the service,
and now you comne and tell me that instead of your fixing
the bus fares, you are turning that over to the Public
Utilities Board.

What we need in the operation of public transport is
managerial skill and managerial techniques and know-how
at the highest level in order to minimise these sort of
high costs which you are importing. Higher wages give a
higher purchasing power to the people because higher
wages go to people who have to eat food and to purchase
the things which they need; but when you have to import
things at a high cost, you are importing unemployment, I
do not think the Public Utilities Board is the best body for
dealing with this higgledy-piggledy method which you
have for a bus service, If this Board is going to examine
this thing expertly, it will mean that it is going to have to
deal with eight companies with eight different balance
sheets, You are asking this Board now to fix the norm for
bus fares. I hope that I do not hear the ignorance again by
some of the people who run transport that they cannot pay
higher wages until the Government fixes the rate of bus
fares. The Public Utilities Board has nothing to do with
the wages.

I have seen the bailance sheets of these people and
have seen what money they make, I have seen that some
of these people are making lmdreds of dollars as profit,
and then pay out a high dividend to their shareholders, and
then they take the matter to the Public Utilities Board;
therefore, I do not want to find ourselves in the same idiotic
position where the employers say that they have to wait
on the Public Utilities Board to find out what they can pay
out for wages because the Public Utilities Board is not a
wage-fixing body,

Sir, 1 believe that the Government is doing this as a
matter of expedience because I cannot see the Public
Utilities Board fixing bus fares when it has to deal with
eight bodies which have differing financial balance sheets,

Whenever you come to dump workers on the employment
market, nobody seems to worry about that; but when it
comes to anything pertaining to employers, somebody sees
something operating against them. Now, there is all the
pressure about your utilising everything to limit the work-
ers although you do not have anywhere to put them,

We are not going to get any added benefit by pmting
this in the hands of the Public Utilities Board. You will
get benefits from the Public Utilities Board if you were to
have one motor omnibus corporation running all your
transport so that when this Board examines this corpora-
tion, you will have it dealing with the examining of the
whole situation,

The queston that the Bill be now read a second
tme was put and resolved in the affimative without
division,

On motion of Hon., C. E. TALMA, seconded by Hon,
A. DaC. EDWARDS, Mr. SPEAKER left the Chair and the
House went into Committee on the Bill, Mr. BATSON in
the Chair,

5.25 p.m,

Clauses 1 to 8 inclusive were called and passed,

Hon, C. E, TALMA: I beg tomove, Mr, Chairman, that
you do now report the passing of this Bill in Committee,

Hon, A, DaC. EDWARDS: 1 beg to second that.
The question was put and resolved in the affimas

tive ui thout division,

The CHAIRMAN reported and Mr, SPEAKER resumed
the Chair and reported accordingly,

On motions of Hon, C. E. TALMA, seconded by
Hon., A. DaC. EDWARDS in each case, the Bill was read
a third time und passed.

ORDER POSTPONED

Hon, C. E. TALMA: Mr, Speaker, 1 amasking leave to
deal with a Resolution to approve the Motor Vehicles and
Road Traffic (Amendment) (No, 3) Regulations, 1964,

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that this Resolution cannot
be proceeded with today since I have been instructed that
the Regulations have not been circulated.

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE CIVIL ESTABLISH~
MENT (GENERAL) (AMENDMENT) ORDER

Hon, A. DaC., EDWARDS: Mr. Speaker, earlier today
I asked permission to deal with a Resolution to approve
**The Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment) No, 13
Order, 1964 of which notice was given today. I am now
asking leave therefore to deal with this Resolution at this
stage,

There being no objection, leave was granted the

Hon, Minister,

Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS: 1 am further asking leave,
Mr. Speaker, to deal with this Order on behalf of the Hon,
Premier and Minister of Finance,

There being no objection, leave was granted the

Hon, Ministen

Mr, SPEAKER: The next Order of the Day stands in
the name of the Hon, Minister of Health:- To move the
passing of the following Resolution:~ Resolution to approve
the Civil Establishment (General) (Amendment) No. 13
Order, 1964, The Hon. Minister may proceed,

Hon, A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, this Order
makes provision for the following increases in the Esta-
blishment of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital:- One post of
Specialist Paediatrician, onepostof Specialist Obstetrician
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and Gynaecologist, and the provision of fees for Registrars
with Specialist qualifications, In the early proposals by the
Ministry as to the administration of the Hospital which was
then administered by the Medical Superintendent, propo-
sals were brought forward for the establishment of two
posts of Specialist Paedfatrician, At that time, considering
the financial implications, it was thought that we should
provide one of these posts instead ot-iwo. Subsequently,
strong representation was made not only by the manage-
ment of the Hospital but also by the Consultants who came
down here to advise on the proper ruming of the Hospital
and also by the representatives from the University of the
West Indies who proposed to use this Hospital, that there
should be these additional posts established, Inthe original
proposals there were to be two posts of Specialist Obste-

trician and Gynaecologist and only one of these posts was
provided, The duties of the Specialist Obstetrician and
Gynaecologist are greater than those of dealing with cases
at the Obstetric Department, There will be an Outpatients
Department or Clinic which was formerly carried on at
“Enmore’’ Health Centre. That Clinic will now beoperated

at the Hospital and inthe proposed District Hospitals which
cater chiefly to midwivery cases, the Obstetrician at the
General Hospital will be responsible for the proper con-

duct of affairs and the proper services at these District
Hospitals, Added to that, the Maternity Hospital or the

services at the Maternity Hospital, which used to be carried
on at ‘““Verona’' have been transferred to the new Queen

Elizabeth Hospital, and this arrangeme t will give us a

number of 80 beds for Obstetric and Gynaecology cases
which this Speciaiist will have to look after. With a popu-

lation of 240,000 persons, it isconsidered necessarythat a

minimum of two Specialist Obstetricians and Gynaecolo-

gists should be adequate for running the services at the
Hospital for the benefit of the island,

I may point cut, Sir, that there are also 80 beds
provided at the new Hospital for Paediatric casesand it is
considered that a minimum of two Paediatricians should
be provided in order to keep these services going.
5,35 p.m,

On the surgical side, there are 144 beds, and on the
medical side, there are 144 beds. Provision is made for
three Specialist Physicianse, When the last Civil Establish-
ment Order was dealt with, it was stated that only two of
these posts of Specialist Physician would be filled, but
steps have been taken to have all three of the posts filled
so that the services at the Hospital in medicine would be
satisfactorily provided. In the Surgery we still have the
Visiting Surgeons, and we have made provision for two
Surgeon Specialists besides the other Registrars which
make up the Department. There are :till three Visiting
Surgeons who come in to take care of some of these 144
beds,

In the Eye Department, there are 47 beds, There is a
full time Opthalmologist and a part-time one: so you can
see that the ratio of doctors to abed is reasonable when we
think of the visiting and part time people who come in to
assist,” Earlier today I mentioned that there are 33,000
children in the age group of one to five years, Now if we
have fewer than two Paediatricians to look after the care
of these 33,000 children and over, what are we doing? If
we are having two Paediatric Departments, they should be
well staffed, and the children of this age group should have
adequate attention; so we could not do it satisfactorily with
fewer than two Paediatricians,

Now on the question of Registrars, Mr, Speaker, we
have been experiencing difficulty in recruiting, Right now,
of the 13 or 14 posts of Registrar which we have on the
Staff at the Hospital, there arz eight not filled. One of the
reasons is that those people who are of Registrar grade
and who do not have Specialist qualifications fird it mcre
attractive to get their qualifications before they work as
Registrars, and it is difficult to recruit them. The other
thing is that when those who have Specialist qualifications
are offered jobs as Registrars, they prefer io accept jobs
where they will have Consultant status, In Barbados there
was no provision for people with those Specialist qualifica~
tions other than the senior posts in the various Departments
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at the Hospital to receive fees, and in order to recruit and
retain our staff in this Grade, we considered it necessary
to make provision for those Registrars with Specialist
qualifications to receive fees,

I beg to move that this Resolution do now pass.

Hon, G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that,

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, I objected earlier today
to dealing with this Resolution in all its stages, but during
the Iuncheon interval I had a talk with the Minister and he
said he would explain it and I promised to stay a while, I
should like to say that I do not want to hold things up, but
1 have always said that you want to go in a Hospital that is
well staffed. I do not believe inpushing around people. Now,
all is not well at the Hospital, and if you are going to
start, you had better start on a good foot. I will say to the
Minister that we have in this Island a man on the Hospital
staff as a Senior Physician whohad giventhis country good
service, and is recognised internationally for his ability.
Somehow or other, there are some people in Barbados who
expect a highly qualified man to get on like a yard-fowl, to
come and beg people and bow and scrape to people in order
to get what is his due, There are some people who are
‘lip-spittle’ people even though they are professionals;
others are not, We have a Senior Physicianat the Hospital
who came back to this island when hundreds of people had to
leave Barbados and go to the United Kingdom or America
to get treatment, and he has been able to save money in
people’s pockets in this country by remaining in Barbados
and by his putting them back on their feet, I find that he is
one of the officers at this Hospital who seems to be sub-
jected, if not to humiliation, to treatment as if he is some
person who is knocking at the door for a job. I make par-
ticular reference to Dr, Forde. This has beengoing on for
some time, and the treatment meted out to certain people
at this Hospital is not good enough, People in position that
should be consulted are not consulted, and then there is a
lot of round robin business being done.

1 am coming out in the open, Mr, Speaker, because I
do not like any hush-hush policy. I understand that there are
some shoes being sold in Bridgetown called ‘‘Hush-
Puppies', but 1 am no *‘Hush Puppy'’. The reason why I
want this to be publicly known is that you have to stop
things at the root; if not, they begin to grow and they may
grow awkardly. Since Dr, Forde has not been Superintendent,
changes have been taking place up there. You do not have
any qualified Hospital Administrator and youfind that people
who might have been doing a job for some time, clerical
people and people who have been acting as Secretaries are
being pushed around, because some people have theidea that
the Hospital is something they built out of their own pockets,
not realising that it is the taxpayers' money.

Now I will say to the Minister that there are certain
members of the Staff at the Hospital whom my Union is
going to take over, and I want to serve notice that our
attitude is different from that of the CivilService Associa~
tion, Some of your little Nabobs want to tell people that
when the new Hospital opens, they may notget a job there,
whether it be in the kitchen, laundry or elsewhere, They
nay have their own friends to bring on to work, but that
is not happening with us. Any personwho worked at theold
General Hospital and is still fit enough to work willgo over
there, We are not going to allow people to be pushed around
because it is a new Hospital, and because you bring in new
beds, therefore you must push off theold people, I want the
Minister to understand that I have been quiet on these
matters because I do notwanttointerfere with administra-
tive ratters.

5,45 p.m.

I do like to see things go smoothly; but if it is going to
reach the stage where it islikelyto break down, if it is one
person who would be unfairly treated, these things should be
exposed. That is why I did not want these things to go
through all their stages today. It is all right for a Minister
to come here and read out that we have 35,000 children from
one year to fiveyears - and we want so many doctors. I can
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bring an 1.L.O. chart to show that it varies. When an im-
portant measure like this is taking place, it should be dealt
with gradually. Do you know what is taking place at the
Hospital? It is a debt which you owe to parliamentarians:
we must know some of these things, The Profumo case was
nothing which the Britishparliamentarians heard in Parlia-
ment, but it came out in Parliament, It was heard first
outside, A nurse says something to you or your friends
may talk to you, We want to know,

When it comes to the new Hospital,  am not making any
plea for anybody, Iwant to makeitclear that when it comes
to the Hospital Board, the Workers' Organisation have as
much interest in the people there as to be-on that Board.
We do not see how you can have all of these Boards func-
tioning without a workers' representative onthem, and when
it comes to the Hospital Board, a Workers' representative
has a right to be there, You want people to sit on Boards
who have a vital interest not only in the patients, but the
people who work there,

I would say that in these things I am pleased to see
your getting additional specialists, All of these things are
right, You say :liax vou aregoing to have two posts of Chief
Specialist. I am not making any plea for anyone, but I want
to go into all of these things which we are rushing through
in this manner, Remember, all is not always well in Den-
mark, I hope that all is well in Denmark. I do not want to
hear subsequently that all was not well at the Hospital,

Let me remind the Hon, Minister that this is a big
administration for him, The Hospital alone is abig admin-
istration, I cannot see how oneMinister can run the Hospi-
tal when all of rthese things are added to it. Some of the
things are going to be left undone, I said it to a Minister
some years ago. A former Premier was Minister of Educa-
tion and nothing was done about that, They then had to get
one Minister for Education alone, I say now that Health in
itself is an important Ministry, because it not only deals
with the Hospital but with the health of the communirty,
whether it is Local Government or Central Government,

Sir, I am not suggesting that anything is wrong, but I
have some misgivings about these things. I have mentioned
a few because I have been receiving some complaints, I
do not want to have any inquisition on these things, but I
would like to be able to have some assurance, As was
pointed out to me, there are certain important matters
which the Government said that they would like to put
through this afternoon: so I said, “0.K,, I will accommo-
date the Ministers and do them,'* Sometimes the Ministers
do not reply to you; but, Mr. Speaker, if I were a spiteful
man, and I wanted to defeat them in their purpose, and to
hold the Minister up for an answer now, they could not
carry on without my presence; I could have left. I could
have done that, I know all the tricks of the trade too. When
you gave notice that you wanted to do this, you could not
count twelve members and if I had said *‘no’* then, you
could not have done it today, I say that because there was
no personal motivation by me; but I consider, in our passing
legislation, more so legislation for an important institution
like the Hospital, that I should know certain things.

Some people do not feel comfortable about this insti-~
tution because they have been subjected to certain treat-
ment by other people there; therefore, the Government
must not take all the information from certain people.

I do not go by rumour, but rumour has it that a refri-
gerator was missing - or some big item like that - from
the new Hospital. Say what you like, I cannot see how you
can sweep out such a large item, Somebody asked me if
I did not hear that they missed a refrigerator there, I do
not pay much attention to these things, but I hope that they
have not missed a refrigerator at the Hospital. It is be-
coming fashionable at big functions such as when they
opened the new Hospital that somebody must feel that he
was there by carrying away something and then saying that
this is a souvenir whichIgot. Somebody might have thought
that carrying away a refrigerator or some other item is a
souvenir, You get people when they go to receptions at big
places just taking up valuable pieces of silver as a means

of a souvenir and telling other people ‘‘Look what I got
from there!
5,558 p.m.

If you go to Denmark, you will get very expensive
silver, 1 am sorry that when I was in Denmark I was not
in that affluent position that I could bring back something
by way of a relic so that Iwould have something in the way
of a permanent relic or memorial of my visit to that coun-
try, However, Sir, I am not prone to these things. I want
hon, members to be aware of my objections. I have my
reservations about the Hospital, and that is why I said
at the beginning of this sitting today that 1 was not pre-
pared to go through with all of these matters today. I have
not told the Hon, Minister all of this, I have no objection to
any structural arrangement at the Hospital, but1am making
these comments because 1 feel that all professional people
and all workers at the Hospital should be accorded the
treatment which befits their position and office, and nobody
in any office should be treated other than the treatment that
the office deserves,

Hon, A, DaC, EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, the hon, senior
member for St, Peter has pointed out that one of the senior
officers at the Hospital in the person of Dr, Forde has
been humiliated, and there has not been any consultation
with him since the abolition of the post of Medical Super~
intendent, With the abolition of the post of Medical Super-
intendent, consultations on matters appertaining to the
Hospital are carried on with the various Heads of the
Sections in the Hospital; that is to say, if the matter on
which consultation is required affects a particular section,
consultation is carried on with the Head of that Section. If,
for instance, we are discussing Surgery, we will discuss
it with a senior Surgeon Specialist; if we are discussing
Gynaecology, we discuss that with the Gynaecologist; and
if it is a general matter dealing with the medical side of
the Hospital, we will consult the Medical Staff Committee
of the Hospital of which Committee Dr, Forde and all the
Medical Practitioners at the Hospital are members. That
is the official body which speaks for the medical staff of
the Hospital, I, therefore, cannot see how an officer could
say that there is no consultation with him, because if he
is the appropriate person in a particular section of the
Hospital to be consulted, he will be consulted on matters
which directly affect that particular sectionof the Hospital.

On the question of the workers who are presently
employed at the Hospital going over to the new Hospital,
what has been said could only be a rumour without any
foundation in fact, I say that because all the people who are
on the staff, the permanent members of the staff of the
Hospital, are Civil Servants. Mr, Speaker, it has to be
appreciated that a Civil Servant cannot be *‘fired*’ without
any just and proper cause, A CivilServant cannot be turned
off from his work if he is a Civil Servant on the permanent
Establishment without a lot of investigation being made. We
have had posts which our last Civil Establishment Order
had abolished, and there were posts even before the Civil
Establishment Order had been proclaimed, That was done
by the Personnel Branch of the Government, These people
who were in abolished posts were offered alternative jobs,
and some of the jobs which they were offered might have
been changed in their nomenclature, However, Sir, they
were offered alternative jobs, We have increased the num-~
ber of jobs at the Hospital from672to 1,075, It is true that
we will have people who are acting in posts for people who
have gone on maternity or on vacation leave, These people
are not on the permanent Establishment, and nobody could
promise them jobs just like that. When thetime comes for
filling posts, these people are interviewed and if they were
on the acting Staff of the Hospital they would be given jobs,
as long as they have the necessary qualifications. If the
Board has the authority to appoint staff, well, then the Staff
will be appointed through the Board; but if the Board has
not got the authority to appoint or discipline the staff, it
means the appointments must pass through the usual
channel. ’

Appointments to the Civil Service are not political
appointments, as the hon, senior member for St. Peter
well knows. No Minister has anything to do with appoint-
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ments to posts in the Public Service; nobody can create any

job for his friend, I should like to say, Sir, that [ see some
new faces at the Hospital and sometimes the people respon-
sible do not have the courtesy to tell me that Dr. So-and-So
has been appointed to the Staff of the Hospitsl, It is only a
short time ago that 1 asked to have the courtesy exercised
t0 be told that such-and-such imported persons were ap-
pointed to the Staff. Recently there was a post filled at the
Hospital and when I knew that thatpostwas filled was when
there was some row about the filling of the post. It is my
duty to see that posts are created and that the administra-
tion s carried out satisfactorily; but where the recruitment
of staff is concerned and where personnel matters are
concerned, these are martters for the Personnel Officer, and
not for the Minister,

6.05 p.m,

The employment of people on the Staff at the Hospital
as it stands is a matter for the Chief Personnel Officer, and
not for a Minister of Government. I hope that satisfies the
hon, senior member for St, Peter,

Mr. WALCOTT: On a point of order, 1 never accused
the Minister or suggested that the appointment was a
political appointment. 1 said that there are some people
working at the Hospital now, and I have been informed that
they are not permanent people on the Establishment, be~
cause they are cooks and maids. You do not have 670 es~
tablished posts: so you have some people whom anybody
can ‘“fire” any morning with the excuse that they do not
want so many of them. There are those in the kitchen
scraping pots and rubbing off the mess, and there are those
working in the launtry, and it would be below the dignity of
any Minister to reach down to the level of going to the
laundry or kitchen which is for the maid or washer, ANl I
am saying is that I have been informed that as a matter of
Hospital administration they want to bring in new people
rather than retain the old ones who have been working
there, and now that you are going to establish some posts,
they say that they are going to bring in somebody else,

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think the hon. senior member for St,
Peter has made his point very fully,

Hon. A. DaC. EDWARDS: Mr, Speaker, I only wanted
to get the record straight, and I explained what the position
was, because it is not only what the hon, senior member
for St, Peter says, but it iswhatwill be recorded and what
will be published incertainpapers, Ithink the hon. member
is a bit misinformed when it comes to the washers and
cooks. All these posts are either on the Established staff
which is pensionable, or the non-Established staff of the
Hospital, We came in here during the Estimates for funds
to pay so many people, and as long as they are permanently
employed, they are on the Established staff and eligible for
pensions and so on, Where you find a washer or cook being
employed at the Hospital who is not on the permanent or
Established staff of the Hospital, she is acting for two or
three weeks forr someone who is out on maternity leave,
sick leave or vac. “inn, She may be fortunate that at the end
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of those two or three weeks someone else has to go out, and
she may go on acting like that for a year; but it does not
mean that there is a job open for her, I hope that is enough
to satisfy the hon. member,

The question that the Resolution do now pass was

put and resolved in the affimative w ithout division,

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. W. A. CRAWFORD: Mr, Speaker, 1think we have
come to the end of the Government's programme for today,
and I should like on behalf of hon, members to extend to
Your Honour and the Staff of the House our warmest
wishes for a very festive Christmas Season, and good
health and prosperity during the coming year,

I propose to move the Adjournment until 12thJanuary,
1965 and I trust that this short recess will enable us to
come back refreshed and invigorated for the task ahead
during the coming year.

I beg to move that this House do now adjourn until
Tuesday 12th January, 1965, at 2,30 p,m.

Hon, G. G, FERGUSSON: I beg to second that.

Mr, WALCOTT: Mr, Speaker, there is no one over on
this side, and I think it would be ungracious of me if I did
not, like the Hon, Leader of the House, extend to you the
Seasons® Greetings, I am sure you have had s very busy
session indeed right up to the 22nd December, and I hope
that the Leader of the House and the Government as a whole
will at some time consider having sessions of this Cham-~
ber instead of the mediaeval and ancientpracticeof having
the House in session every week of the year, so that mem-
bers can regulate some of their private affairs, and you,
Mr, Speaker, who bave to be in your office more than we
do, can be relieved of this burden and have a well earned
holiday. I wish you all the best for the season and a pros-
perous 1965,

I can assure you, Mr, Speaker, that should I pass in
your direction, 1 will not spurn your hospitality and I will
be only too willing to accept anything you can offer,

Mr, SPEAKER: I am most grateful to the Hon, Leader
of the House and the hon. senior member for St, Peter for
the kind seasonal wishes to myself and members of the
staff to whom I shall convey thegood wishes, and I heartily
reciprocate all the sentiments which have been expressed
I trust that hon. members will spend their time as guietly
and as soberly but as appropriately as I anticipate the
staff and myself will spend our time during this all too
brief recess,

The quesdon that this House do now adjoum until
Tuesday, 12th January, 1965, at 2,30 p.m., was put and
resolved in the affimative without division, an d Mr

SPEAKER adjourned the House accordingly,

6.15 p.m.






